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YOU’RE  IN 
POSITION 

to  Start  a 

happy  and  prosperous 
New  Year! 


"Hello  1939! 

Here  comes  M-G-M" 

New  Year’s  Release 

^'SWEETHEARTS'' 

JEANETTE  MacDONALD,  NELSON  EDDY, 

Frank  Morgan,  Ray  Bolger,  Florence  Rice, 
Mischa  Auer,  Herman  Bing, 

Reginald  Gardiner 

January  6th 

"STAND  UP  AND  FIGHT" 

WALLACE  BEERY,  ROBERT  TAYLOR, 

Florence  Rice,  Helen  Broderick, 

Charles  Bickford 

January  13th 

BURN  ’EM  UP  O’CONNOR 

DENNIS  O’KEEFE,  CECILIA  PARKER, 

Nat  Pendleton,  Harry  Carey 

January  20th 

"IDIOT’S  DELIGHT" 

NORMA  SHEARER,  CLARK  GABLE, 

Edward  Arnold,  Charles  Coburn, 

Joseph  Schildkraut 

January  21th 

"FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE" 

ALAN  MARSHAL,  FLORENCE  RICE, 

Ann  Rutherford,  Buddy  Ebsen,  Una  Merkel 


February  3rd 

"HONOLULU" 

ELEANOR  POWELL,  ROBERT  YOUNG, 
GRACE  ALLEN,  GEORGE  BURNS 

February  10th 

"HUCKLEBERRY  FINN" 

MICKEY  ROONEY,  Walter  Connolly, 
Rex  Ingram,  Lynne  Carver,  Jo  Ann  Sayers 

February  17th 

"FAST  AND  LOOSE" 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY,  ROSALIND 
RUSSELL,  Reginald  Owen,  Jo  Ann  Sayers 

February  24th 

"I  TAKE  THIS  WOMAN" 

SPENCER  TRACY,  HEDY  LAMARR, 

Ina  Claire,  Walter  Pidgeon 

March  3rd 

"ICE  FOLLIES  OF  1939" 

JOAN  CRAWFORD,  JAMES  STEWART, 
LEW  AYRES,  Lionel  Stander 
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CHRISTMAS  IN  JANUARY 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  BOXOFFICE  is  the  rest  of  this  news  story  but  here  is 
its  important  beginnings: 

HOLLYWOOD — The  heavily  legalistic  language  of  the  proposed  trade  practice 
draft  is  heading  for  daylight  and  clarification.  For  this  purpose  and  also  to  con- 
sider objections  and  further  recommendations,  all  negotiating  exhibitor  groups 
are  to  have  another  opportunity  to  discuss  the  proposed  concessions. 

Exhibitor  reaction  to  the  current  terminology  has  been  critical.  It  is  being 
charged,  and  distributors  deny  it,  that  attorneys  for  the  major  companies  have  so 
constructed  the  phraseology  as  to  leave  open  more  than  one  interpretation  of 
many  of  the  suggested  16  points. 

Two  weeks  ago,  this  editorial  acreage  was  covered  with  urgency.  It  suggested,  as  a 
sort  of  Christmas  gift,  and  it  became  more  insistent  in  stressing,  the  need  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  contemplated  document  to  primer  terms  to  (1)  eliminate  the  misapprehen- 
sions which  have  sprung  up  in  the  exhibitor  mind  because  of  language  too  ponderous 
and  too  complex  for  easy  understanding  and,  thus,  (2)  to  give  the  theatre  end  a simple 
and  clear  word  picture  of  the  kind  of  house  it  is  being  asked  to  live  in. 

This  essential  need  is  again  repeated.  It  is  repeated  because  the  contemplated  agree- 
ment ties  in  with  the  future  of  the  whole  industry.  If  it  is  equitable,  and  the  mass  of  thea- 
atre  men  is  convinced  of  it,  the  finalized  draft  may  exert  a vital  bearing  on  the  govern- 
ment's vital  anti-trust  suit.  If  it  is  not  equitable,  or  unsatisfactory  in  the  majority  exhibi- 
tion viewpoint,  the  same  observation  holds,  but  plus. 

Therefore,  there  ought  to  be  a wide  appreciation  of  the  great  value  in  putting  all 
cards  on  the  table,  in  allowing  to  filter  through  the  required  light  so  that  nowhere  in  the 
near  and  far  corners  of  the  industry  can  there  be  room  for  doubt  on  any  point,  large  or 
small. 

It  is  interesting  and  it  is  also  gratifying  to  learn  now  such  a policy  apparently  is  to  rule 
the  boards.  The  decision  indicates  the  situation  has  been  recognized  and,  if  we  may  be 
permitted  to  do  so  on  our  own  page,  it,  furthermore,  indicates  BOXOFFICE  has  been 
journeying  along  the  right  track. 

There  remains  one  step  beyond.  When  the  draft  is  ready,  and  the  assumption  drawn 
from  responsible  sources  indicates  the  program  will  go  through,  let  it  be  made  available 
for  publication  without  delay. 

The  contents  must  not  be  privileged.  They  belong  to  all  of  the  industry,  whether  rep- 
resented by  accredited  negotiators  or  otherwise,  and  all  in  the  industry  are  entitled  to  learn 
at  once  in  exact,  simple  and  understandable  details  what  is  designed  to  be. 
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FOREIGN  SHRINKAGE,  CANCELLATIONS  POSE 
TIGHTENING,  MAYBE  COTS,  IN  PRODUCTION 


May  Result  in  Slashes 
Nearing  $20,000,000 
For  1939-40  Season 


New  York — With  returns  from  Euro- 
pean markets  pared  considerably  due  to 
political  conditions  abroad  and  faced  with 
sliding  cancellations  ranging  from  10  to  20 
per  cent,  major  companies  are  seriously 
considering  tightening  up  and  reducing 
production  budgets  for  next  season. 

Wall  Street  sources  estimate  that  from 
$190,000,000  to  $210,000,000  is  being  spent 
on  current  season  programs  by  the  eight 
companies  and  indicate  the  figures  will 
be  cut  to  approximately  $175,000,000  for 
1939-40.  Every  effort  will  be  made,  it  is 
stated,  to  check  rising  production  costs  in 
the  next  12  months,  but  without  imparing 
quality. 

Production  costs  for  three  independent 
companies  for  the  current  season,  if  an- 
nounced programs  are  followed  through, 
are  estimated  at  $15,000,000  to  $20,000,000. 

M-G-M’s  outlay  for  the  1938-39  season 
is  figured  at  $30,000,000  to  $35,000,000  and 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s 
parent  company,  hopes  there  will  be  no 
increase  next  season. 

Paramount’s  schedule  called  for  approxi- 
mately $30,000,000,  this  season,  and  Stan- 
ton Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  recently  stated  in  Miami  Beach 
the  budget  for  next  season  would  be  about 
the  same. 

No  Increases  Planned 

Warner’s  program,  it  is  stated,  wiU  run 
from  $25,000,000  to  $27,500,000  and  it  is 
expected  the  same  figures  will  hold  true 
for  next  season. 

United  Artists’  producers  are  to  spend 
about  $20,000,000  on  the  present  schedule 
and  a similar  amount  for  1939-40. 

Universal’s  program  this  season  will 
probably  cost  around  $20,000,000.  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  president,  believes  a like  figure 
will  go  into  next  year’s  output. 

RKO’s  feature  and  shorts  schedule  for 
the  current  year  is  estimated  at  $20,000,000 
to  $22,500,000  and,  although  there  is  no 
definite  indication  for  next  season,  the  im- 
pression is  that  the  same  figures  will  ap- 
ply for  1939-40. 

Columbia  is  reported  spending  from 
$20,000,000  to  $22,500,000  this  year  and  in 
all  probability  will  lay  out  the  same 
amount  next  season. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  set  out  to  spend 
$25,000,000  to  $27,500,000  this  season  and 
will  most  likely  keep  within  these  budgets 
for  its  1939-40  feature  and  shorts  lineup. 

Both  Republic  and  Monogram  upped 
their  budgets  this  year,  the  former  by  25 
per  cent  over  last  year  and  the  latter  10 
per  cent  or  more.  Grand  National  made 
few  pictures  itself  up  until  recently  and 
now  is  financing  its  own  productions,  in 
addition  to  having  a number  of  outside 


producers  contribute  to  the  program. 

Before  leaving  for  the  coast,  Schenck 
stated  M-G-M’s  new  program  was  pretty 
well  lined  up.  William  F.  Rodgers,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  accompanied  him  to 
the  coast,  and  both  are  due  back  Monday. 
While  in  Hollywood,  Rodgers  checked  up 
on  the  balance  of  the  curent  schedule  and 
also  got  a line  on  some  of  the  pictures  to 
come  in  the  early  part  of  1939-40.  Schenck 
added  52  pictures  will  be  announced  next 
season. 

Griffis,  Barney  Balaban,  president,  and 
R.  M.  Gillham,  publicity  and  advertising 
head  for  Paramount,  recently  visited  the 
coast  and  talked  over  current  and  new  sea- 
son’s production  with  William  Le  Baron. 
Balaban  stated  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
same  number  of  pictures,  52  for  this  sea- 
son, should  not  be  continued  next  year. 
Shortly  after  Griffis  returns  from  a Flor- 
ida vacation,  he  and  Balaban  are  sched- 
uled to  journey  west  again  for  further 
talks  on  1939-40  output. 

Conferences  Due 

Warner’s  program  of  52  is  not  expected 
to  be  changed  next  year,  according  to 
present  indications.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  60  were  announced,  but  later 
reduced  by  eight.  Gradwell  L.  Sears  is 
scheduled  to  meet  with  studio  executives 
on  the  new  lineup  shortly.  The  session 
will  probably  wait  until  Harry  M.  Warner, 
vacationing  in  Miami,  returns  to  Burbank. 

Although  UA  had  figured  on  selling  30 
this  season,  the  number  was  pared  to  25. 
This  may  be  increased  next  season  if 
negotiations  with  David  O.  Selznick  ma- 
terialize. While  in  New  York  a few  months 
ago,  Selznick  said  he  planned  six  to  eight 
a year  if  he  signed  up  with  UA  on  a short- 
term deal.  Maurice  Silverstone,  accom- 
panied by  Lynn  Farnol,  left  for  the  coast 
over  the  weekend  for  the  annual  stock- 
holders’ meeting  on  January  12.  He  will 
confer  with  individual  producers  on  new 
plans  while  in  Hollywood. 

Universal  will  deliver  all  of  the  40  pic- 
tures announced,  according  to  Blumberg 
and  William  A.  Scully,  general  sales  man- 
ager. Both  men  leave  with  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman,  foreign  head,  for  the  coast 
January  13.  Conferences  will  be  held  on 


9 Companies  Waived 
Film  Rentals 

Dallas — Six  distributors  and  three  pro- 
ducers waived  rentals  over  the  Inter- 
state Circuit  and  Texas  Consolidated 
Theatres,  Inc.,  as  their  contribution 
toward  the  $40,000  eventually  raised 
for  the  aid  of  German  refugees.  The 
distributors  are  Columbia,  Monogram, 
Paramount,  Republic,  Universal  and 
Warner.  The  producers,  all  of  them 
releasing  through  United  Artists,  are 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Selznick-Internation- 
al  and  Walter  Wanger. 


Home  Office  and  Studio 
Executives  Huddle 
To  Get  Answers 

the  balance  of  this  year’s  output  in  addi- 
tion to  tentative  plans  for  the  new  selling 
season. 

George  J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO, 
recently  visited  the  studios  and  conferred 
with  Pandro  Berman  on  the  balance  of  the 
current  program  of  48  features.  He,  Ned 
E.  Depinet  and  Jules  Levy  are  scheduled 
to  make  another  coast  trip  shortly  to  lay 
out  plans  for  1939-40. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president,  division  and 
district  managers  and  important  20th-Fox 
home  office  executives,  journeyed  to  the 
coast  a few  weeks  ago  for  a special  pre- 
miere of  “Kentucky.”  While  at  the  studios, 
tentative  plans  for  the  new  season  were 
gone  over.  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman 
of  the  board,  recently  told  Boxoffice  that 
half  of  next  year’s  52  pictures  had  already 
been  lined  up  with  scripts  being  prepared. 
Kent  said  that,  in  addition  to  the  produc- 
tion program,  the  company  may  distribute 
in  the  United  States  one  or  two  of  the 
group  of  British-made  films  produced  by 
Robert  T.  Kane.  The  latter  has  been  at 
the  studios  conferring  with  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  and  William  Goetz  on  future  plans 
in  England  and  the  possibility  of  sending 
over  Hollywood  talent. 

Pace  Holds  Generally 

Columbia’s  program  of  56  will  most 
likely  be  maintained  in  1939-40.  A.  Mon- 
tague has  been  at  the  studios  within  the 
past  few  weeks  getting  a line  on  new  pic- 
tures. Several  mid-winter  sales  meetings 
were  recently  held  and  in  a few  months 
similar  sessions  will  take  place  before 
winding  up  the  current  season. 

Republic  may  cut  its  current  program 
of  55  next  season,  but  nothing  definitely 
has  been  decided.  Herbert  J.  Yates  and 
James  R.  Grainger,  president,  have  been 
studio  visitors  in  the  past  few  months  lin- 
ing up  plans  and  getting  set  on  ideas  for 
the  1939-40  program.  Yates  again  will 
leave  for  the  Republic  studios  in  a few 
weeks  on  a periodic  checkup. 

Monogram  is  meeting  all  commitments 
and  no  plans  are  in  view  for  increasing  the 
program  of  42.  Several  of  the  company’s 
pictures  topped  original  budget  costs  and 
this  has  been  reflected  in  the  past  two 
months  in  gross  returns. 

Jack  Skirball  now  has  production  at  the 
Grand  National  studios  in  full  swing.  E. 
W.  Hammons,  president,  some  time  ago 
announced  44  features,  two  specials  and 
24  westerns.  The  indication  is  the  re- 
leases will  run  over  into  next  season.  Ed- 
ward L.  Alperson,  general  sales  manager, 
returned  from  the  coast  this  week,  bring- 
ing back  with  him  his  family.  He  now 
makes  his  headquarters  in  the  east  in- 
stead of  on  the  coast. 
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WILL  SIMPLIFY  TRADE  PACT  IN  A,B,C  TERMS; 
NEGOTIATORS  MEETING  AGAIN  TO  SWAP  IDEAS 


Another  Opportunity  for 
Exhibitor  Groups  to 
Discuss  Concessions 


Yamins  Facing  "Enlistment” 
As  Allied  Top  for  5th  Term 


Hollywood — The  heavily  legalistic  lan- 
guage of  the  proposed  trade  practice  draft 
is  heading  for  daylight  and  clarification. 
For  this  purpose  and  also  to  consider  ob- 
jections and  further  recommendations,  all 
negotiating  exhibitor  groups  are  to  have 
another  opportunity  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posed concessions. 

Exhibitor  reaction  to  the  current  ter- 
minology has  been  critical.  It  is  being 
cifJarged,  and  distributors  deny  it,  that  at- 
torneys for  the  major  companies  have  so 
constructed  the  phraseology  as  to  leave 
open  more  than  one  interpretation  of 
many  of  the  suggested  16  points.  It  so 
happens  Boxoffice  editorially  has  taken 
a stand  calling  for  clarification  along  lines 
now  proposed  and  that,  a few  days  ago, 
Charles  C.  Pettijohn  of  the  Hays  or- 
ganization, supported  this  editorial  ap- 
proach by  striking  in  the  identical  di- 
rection. 

“Hope”  is  expressed  by  William  F. 
Rodgers,  chairman  of  the  distributors’  ne- 
gotiating sub-committee,  that  meetings 
might  get  under  way  in  New  York  late 
this  week  or  next.  Rodgers,  who  has  been 
here  for  a week  on  M-G-M  product  con- 
fabs, is  due  to  arrive  in  New  York  Janu- 
ary 9.  He  said  the  reason  quicker  at- 
tention has  not  been  paid  to  new  efforts 
to  arrive  at  a better  understanding  of  the 
draft  has  been  due  to  the  absence  from 
New  York  of  other  members  of  the  dis- 
tributors’ committee,  as  previously  point- 
ed out  in  Boxoffice. 

'The  original  group  comprising  Sidney  R. 
Kent,  chairman;  Rodgers,  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
Gradwell  L.  Sears  and  Abe  Montague  is 
expected  to  be  intact  when  the  proposed 


Assure  Trade  Pact 
Will  Proceed 

New  York — "We're  going  ahead  with 
the  trade  practice  program  and  we're 
going  to  carry  it  through,"  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  president  ol  Loew's,  advises 
BOXOFFICE.  "We  are  going  through 
with  what  we  started  with  exhibitors." 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  of  M-G-M,  dittoed  Schenck's 
remarks,  adding,  "And  I say,  very 
definitely." 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  chairman  of  the 
executive  committee,  will  call  the  first 
of  the  exhibitor-distributor  meetings  in 
a few  days.  Rodgers,  chairman  of  the 
sub-committee,  will  be  back  Monday 
from  a coast  trip  with  Schenck,  in  time 
for  the  sessions. 


New  York — Nathan  Yamins  is  expected 
to  be  enlisted  again  as  president  of  Allied 
at  the  organization’s  annual  board  meet- 
ing in  Washington  January  16-17.  It  will 
make  his  fifth  term  if  he  accepts  the  post. 
For  the  past  two  years,  Yamins  has  been 
anxious  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  his 
business.,  particularly  to  the  operations  in 
Fall  River,  Mass.  In  each  instance,  he 
has  been  prevailed  upon  to  continue  the 
presidency. 

Because  of  the  important  part  Allied 
is  playing  in  the  trade  practice  negoti- 
ations, the  indications  are  he  will  continue 
his  post. 

In  addition  to  the  elections,  the  trade 
practice  program  being  developed  by  the 
industry  will  feature  prominently  on  the 
two-day  Capitol  agenda.  All  local  units 
have  been  advised  not  to  discuss  the  self- 
regulation program  until  a definite  ulti- 
matum is  reached  in  Washington  on  the 
various  points  involved  and  which  have 
been  advocated  by  Allied. 

The  order  not  to  air  the  industry’s  most 
vital  topic  at  unit  sessions  at  this  time 
is  said  to  result  from  the  unfavorable 
publicity  given  a recent  meeting  in  Minne- 
sota where  the  Allied  membership  voted 


down  the  trade  practice  program  over  A1 
Steffes’  protest.  Steffes  has  been  one  of 
Allied’s  committee  of  five  negotiating  va- 

( Continued  on  page  20) 


NATHAN  YAMINS 


session,  or  sessions,  with  exhibitor  or- 
ganization representatives  gets  under  way. 
Montague  has  been  vacationing  in  Hono- 
lulu and  is  due  in  New  York  January  9. 
Kent  is  there  now  and  Depinet  spent  the 
last  ten  days  in  Florida. 

Although  Allied  has  not  as  yet  given 
public  expression  to  the  draft,  this  is  ex- 
pected immediately  following  the  organi- 
zation’s annual  board  meeting  in  Wash- 
ington January  17-18.  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole 
of  Dallas,  chairman  of  the  organization’s 
original  negotiating  committee,  who  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  with  illness  for 
the  past  month,  is  expected  to  be  present, 
as  are  the  other  members.  These  are 
W.  A.  Steffes,  Nathan  Yamins,  Sidney  E. 
Samuelson,  Ray  Branch  and  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg, the  latter  an  alternate.  All  unit 
heads  who  are  members  of  the  board  also 
will  attend. 

The  MPTOA  board  has  had  the  distrib- 
utor proposals  under  consideration  since 
December  7,  and  the  executive  committee 
meets  here  Monday  to  finecomb  the  initial 
draft  for  a course  of  action  concerning 
revisions  and  perhaps  counter  proposals. 
The  committee  then  will  meet  on  Tuesday 
with  Chairman  Sidney  R.  Kent  of  the 
distributor  committee  for  further  discus- 
sions. Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president. 


while  expressing  optimism  over  the  draft, 
and  a “sincerity  of  purpose”  in  its  ap- 
proach, holds  the  document  does,  “not  in- 
clude some  of  the  things  we  have  and  are 
insisting  upon.”  His  reference  is  particu- 
larly to  the  insistence  that  the  proposed 
concessions  become  effective  at  once  rather 
than  with  the  new  selling  season. 

A few  MPTOA  units  have  voiced  re- 
actions similar  to  those  of  Kuykendall. 
UMPTO  of  Philadelphia  regards  the  draft 
as  “a  step  forward,”  but  not  as  a solu- 
tion of  exhibitors’  problems,  and  urges 
that  it  become  effective  at  once.  MPTOA 
of  Buffalo  has  given  general  approval, 
“with  minor  exceptions.”  These  relate  to 
clause  14,  having  to  do  with  boxoffice 
statements,  and  alteration  of  clause  16, 
so  the  draft,  on  adoption,  would  go  into 
immediate  operation. 

Pour  independent,  unaffUiated  exhibitor 
organizations  have  flatly  rejected  the  draft. 
The  ITOA  of  New  York  goes  further, 
making  a bold  criticism  of  clause  14,  which 
the  organization  contends,  casts  a reflec- 
tion upon  the  honesty  of  exhibitors.  The- 
atre Owners  and  Managers  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  area  and  the  ITO  of  Southern 
California  have  demanded  preparation  of 
another  agreement  to  embody  their  orig- 
inal demands. 
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Everything,  but  names,  on  this 

one.  But  extremely  interesting 
are  the  internal  business  maneuvers 
of  one  of  the  large  companies,  look- 
ing toward  the  time,  if  and  when  it 
becomes  required  under  the  law  to 
divorce  theatres  from  production 
and  distribution. 

It  does  not  follow  this  major  con- 
siders this  will  be,  yet  it  does  fol- 
low how  seriously  it  contemplates 
the  eventuality,  provided  the  gov- 
ernment wins  on  this  major  tenet 
in  its  far-flung  anti-trust  suit. 

Here  is  the  plan: 

To  sell  the  production  enterprise, 
plus  contracts  and  all  that  would  go 
with  it  to  a "friendly"  company  and 
to  meet  stockholder  requirements 
by  the  issuance  of  stock  in  the  new 
company  to  holders  in  the  parent 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
shares  outstanding. 

To  effect  a long-term  franchise— 
and  it  would  be  very  extensive  in 
point  of  time — between  the  "di- 
vorced" production  company  and 
the  parent's  distribution  arm.  This 
would  assure  the  residue  of  the 
original  an  uninterrupted  flow  of 
product  and  maintain  the  status  quo 
of  its  sales  machine. 

Thereby,  the  parent  would  remain 
an  exhibition  and  distribution  or- 
ganization, presumably  feeding  both 
with  goods  furnished  both  by  an 
entirely  independent  production 
source. 

Nothing  may  be  heard  about  all 
of  this  for  some  time.  It  is  easily 
the  case  the  plan  may  never  come 
to  light  and  the  determining  factor, 
no  matter  how  you  may  look  at  the 
entire  scheme,  is  the  government, 
its  suit  and  the  courts  of  the  land. 

But  intriguing  in  this  connection 
is  a possibility  which  cannot  be 
rudely  or  brusquely  ruled  off.  If  this 
plan  is  construable  at  all  as  repre- 
sentative of  ideas  coursing  through 
the  minds  of  the  remaining  four 
majors  who  produce,  distribute  and 
also  run  theatres,  then  there  may  be 
in  this  so  far  nebulous  development 
a framework  within  which  the  fu- 
ture landscape  of  the  industry  might 
be  drawn. 

No  one  can  foretell  about  all  of 
this.  Least  of  all  does  this  depart- 
ment propose  sticking  its  chin  out 
for  time,  tide  and  circumstance  to, 
perhaps,  ultimately  sock.  However, 
it  becomes  quite  evident  and  quick- 
ly, too,  that  the  potential  rearrange- 
ment of  an  accepted  and  workable — ■ 


more  or  less — industry  structure 
which  the  suit  suggests  may  finally 
come  about  has  many  minds  busily 
engaged  in  doping  out  what  such 
a rearrangement  would  have  to  be 
and  how  to  bring  it  about  with  a 
minimum  in  business  dislocation. 

There  is  the  school  of  thought,  for 
instance,  which  sees  nothing  in  ex- 
isting law  to  prevent  divorcement 
by  setting  up  smaller  theatre  corpo- 
rations headed  by  circuit  execu- 
tives now  employed  by  the  com- 
panies which  may  have  to  divorce. 
Technically  and  legally,  they  argue 
such  a plan  would  answer  the 
courts.  Actually,  they  see  the  pres- 
ent system  maintained  with  some  of 
the  players  filling  other  roles  on  the 
gigantic  stage. 

This  is  representative  of  a seg- 
ment of  the  major  exhibition-pro- 
duction point  of  view.  In  connection 
with  it  and  for  what  you  may  de- 
termine it  is  worth,  there  is  Joe 
Schenck  who  insists  he's  not  too 
sure  but  that  divorcement  might  not 
be  a good  thing.  Insofar  as  inde- 
pendent operators  are  concerned, 
a cross-sectional  opinion  which 
cannot  be  properly  or  safely  ig- 
nored maintains  there  is  nothing  in 
a complete  government  victory 
which  can  relieve  their  situation. 
They  are  among  those  who  think 
a theatre  split-up  will  make  the  cur- 
rent type  of  competition  look  com- 
pletely silly  alongside  the  unbridled 
cat-and-dog  fight  which  they  dole- 
fully envision. 

Also  in  the  dopesheet  is  the  ap- 
proach that  speculates  whether  the 
current  majors  might  not  be  better 
off  if  they  are  compelled  to  split 
their  business  personalities.  In  any 
breakup,  the  apparently  unrelated 
but  nevertheless,  "associated"  the- 
atre companies  might  feel  free  to 
step  into  any  situation  they  choose. 
It  could  easily  follow  that  whatever 
the  rights  of  the  so-called  "estab- 
lished customer"  now  are  might  be 
kicked  into  the  discard  in  technical 
recognizance  of  the  fact,  if  you  want 
to  call  it  so,  that  the  producer  di- 
vorced from  exhibition  no  longer  has 
control  over  theatre  activities  and, 
therefore,  cannot  prevent  the  thea- 
tre arm  broken  off  from  his  own 
body  from  doing  as  it  pleases. 

There  is  a labor  angle  discussed 
in  this  crystal  gazing  as  well.  It 
is  advanced  by  those  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  inability  of  the  major 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


6 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  7,  1939 


Paramount  Releases 
Release  B'way  Coin... 


Two  Paramount  I'eleases  had  the 
Broadway  crowds  in  line  as  the  old 
year  swung  into  space.  At  the 
Paramount,  Jack  Benny  and  Joan 
Bennett  in  “Artists  and  Models”, 
going  in  the  Thursday  before  Christ- 
mas, clicked  off  a neat  $50,000  for  the 
first  week.  And  up  the  street  at  the 
Rivoli,  the  Paramount  release  of 
Charles  Laughton  in  “The 
Beachcomber”  with  Elsa  Lanchester 
smashed  through  to  a six  months’ 
record  for  the  house  with  a solid 
take  (40G’s)  which  has  the  boys  anx- 
ious to  try  this  added  starter  in  the 
Paramount  lineup  at  their  local 
theatres.  Critical  raves  for  “The 
Beachcomber”  make  this  look  like 
Laughton’s  top  traffic  stopper. 


Paramount  Captures^^'j^ 
Hoover  Yarns . . 

Trade  perked  up  its  ears  when 
Paramount  story  department  made 
sensational  capture  of  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  (Chief  of  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation)  yarns  for  new  “crime” 
series.  Now  first  of  these,  “Persons 
in  Hiding”,  bearing  title  of  best  sell- 
ing J.  Edgar  Hoover  book,  is  ready 
to  screen.  And  the  answer  is  “Box- 
office.” 

Where’s  , Ellen  Drew? 

Rest  easy,  gentlemen,  rest  easy.  Ellen 
Drew,  that  little  lady  you’ve  all  been 
raving  about  since  her  amazing  debut 
in  “Sing  You  Sinners”  and  “If  I Were 
King”,  is  set  for  two  big  roles  in  com- 
ing Paramount  pictures.  She’ll  be 
George  Raft’s  leading  lady  in  “The 
Lady’s  From  Kentucky”  and  “The 
World’s  Applause”.  ^ 


“Listen,  I Write  the 
Encyclopedia^ 


From  now  on  you  can’t  catch 
Paramount’s  Cecil  B.  De  Mille  by 
that  corny  gag,  “Read  it  in  the  ency- 
clopedia”. Not  if  the  subject  is  mo- 
tion picture  directing.  For  the  new 
article  on  that  subject  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia Britannica  is  written  by 
none  other  than  Producer-Director 
De  Mille  himself.  “C.  B.”  is  now 
dividing  his  time  between  those  tre- 
mendously popular  Lux  Broadcasts 
and  the  biggest  effort  of  his  far  from 
dull  career  as  a Hollywood  tycoon 
. . . namely.  Paramount’s  “Union 
Pacific”.  . . another  proof,  so  the 
rushes  will  tell  you,  that  Paramount 
still  has  all  the  answers  when  it 
comes  to  the  American  film  epic. 


JOOBALAI . . . 


A word  to  the  wise  and  a word  for 
the  wise.  And  it’s  “Joobalai”.  What’s 
it  mean?  We  dunno.  And  we  don’t 
care  and  neither  will  you  for  it’s  the 
title  of  a song  from  Bing  Crosby’s 
newest  Paramount  musical  “Paris 
Honeymoon”.  We’ll  give  you  odds 
it’s  a hit  song  in  exactly  two  weeks. 
How  can  we  be  so  sure?  Because  (1) 
Paramount  has  the  best  tune  shop  in 
Hollywood.  (2)  Because  Paramount 
knows  best  how  to  make  a song  click 
on  the  air  and  sell  tickets  at  the  box 
office.  Of  course,  the  fact  that  Bing 
is  going  to  do  a little  plain  and  fancy 
plugging  on  good  old  K.  M.  H.  won’t 
exactly  hurt  any...P.  S.  Others  from 
“Paris  Honeymoon”  due  to  go  big 
are:  “You’re  a Sweet  Little  Head- 
ache”, “I  Have  Eyes”  and  “Funny 
Old  Hills”. 


Bank  Notes  to  You 
from  Paramount... 

A figure  like  this  on  your  house  front. 
The  names  Claudette  Colbert  and 
Herbert  Marshall  on  your  marquee. 
That’s  what  the  tip  is  . . . 

PLAY  “ZAZA”  TO  WIN  . . . 


Something  New  in  Shorts 


First  short  subject  to  boast  an  original 
score  is  Paramount’s  “A  Song  is  Born”. 
Headliner  which  made  its  debut  on 
Broadway  at  the  CrlterionTheatre  last 
week  to  the  acclaim  of  the  local  critics. 
And  what  an  original  score.  When  we 
tell  you  this  is  the  picture  which  has 
“Heart  and  Soul”,  the  Hoagy 
Carmichael  and  Frank  Loesser  hit  in 
it,  you  get  the  idea.  “Heart  and  Soul” 
rates  as  one  of  the  top  tunes  of  the  past 
two  years.  Its  sheet  music  sales  alone 
topped  any  other  Paramount  hit  in 
months.  And  your  Variety  lists  have 
told  you  it’s  been  a consistent  leader 
on  the  Hit  Parades.  “A  Song  Is  Bom” 
features  Larry  (My  Reverie)  Clinton 
and  his  Orchestra  and  will  be  nation- 
ally  released  January  6. 


LOOK  TO  NEW  D.  S.  COPYRIGHT  LEGISLATION 
TO  ESTABUSH  CEEING  ON  FUTURE  DAMAGES 


”A  Helluva  Good  Year”  —Schenck 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — "I  look  lorv/ard  to  a helluva  good  year.” 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew's,  is  speaking. 

Then  he  adds,  "Not  only  for  our  company  but  for  the  whole  industry.  Business 
will  be  better  next  year,  I honestly  believe." 

Discussing  his  own  company's  affairs,  the  Loew  head  continues,  "M-G-M,  I 
believe,  will  have  the  finest  product  next  season  that  it  ever  had.  Our  lineup  is 
pretty  well  set  and  we  will  have  about  52,  the  same  number  as  usual.  Our  own 
theatre  business  and  M-G-M  film  grosses  are  better  in  the  past  few  months." 

While  not  inclined  to  discuss  percentages,  he  says  there  has  been  a noticeable 
increase  in  the  past  few  months. 

Schenck  states  his  Hollywood  visit  has  nothing  to  do  with  setting  up  next  year’s 
program.  The  purpose,  he  adds,  is  to  take  care  of  a number  of  matters  that  have 
accumulated  since  his  last  trip.  He  also  had  some  unfinished  business  on  hand.  He 
was  accompanied  by  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  of  M-G-M.  Both 
are  due  back  Monday. 

$500,000  Dividend  Heads  Way 
Of  5 United  Artists  Owners 


"Letty  Lynton"  Award  Is 
Action  Starter;  "Sky" 

Claim  Limit  Now 

New  York — Major  producers,  not  fully 
recovered  from  the  shock  of  a $602,658 
copyright  infringement  judgment,  are 
priming  their  guns  for  federal  legislation 
to  block  the  visitation  of  such  future 
awards  on  their  treasuries. 

In  one  way  or  another  producers  rec- 
ognize the  immediate  need  for  laws  to 
govern  a ceiling  for  potential  recovery  of 
infringement  damages.  Under  existing 
statutes  there  is  no  limit  to  the  amount 
a plaintiff  may  ask  for,  and,  if  successful, 
collect. 

A further  approach,  either  independent 
of,  or  embraced  somewhere  in,  the  legis- 
lative strategy,  would  be  a post  for  a 
master  or  referee  to  determine  the  rela- 
tive contribution  of  a play  to  a picture; 
whether  a stage  property  allegedly  in- 
fringed represents  a to-be-determined  por- 
tion of  a completed  film:  whether  film 
actors,  directors  and  organizations  con- 
tribute a to-be-determined  portion  of 
original,  creative  talent,  as  a basis  for 
computing  damages. 

Eye  On  “Highest  Judgment” 

The  occasion  that  has  stirred  the  in- 
dustry into  motion  is  the  award  of  $602,- 
658,  including  allowances,  against  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  and  affiliates  for  infringement  of 
the  play  “Dishonored  Lady”  in  the  de- 
fendant’s film  “Letty  Lynton,”  released  in 
1932.  It  is  the  highest  infringement  judg- 
ment on  record.  It  turned  legally-minded 
eyes  to  that  portion  of  U.  S.  District  Court 
Judge  Vincent  L.  Leibell’s  opinion  that 
goes:  “In  my  opinion  it  is  pimitive  and 
unjust  to  award  all  the  net  profits  of  the 
motion  picture  ‘Letty  Lynton’  to  the  com- 
plainants in  this  case.  Yet  under  the  word- 
ing of  the  copyright  act  as  interpreted 
by  the  decisions  of  the  appellate  courts, 
I can  do  nothing  less.” 

In  the  same  vein.  Judge  Leibell  added: 
“The  ruJe  for  apportioning  profits,  fol- 
lowed in  patent  infringement  cases, 
should  not  be  difficult  of  application  to 
copyright  infringement  cases.  The  courts 
overcame  the  difficulty  in  patent  cases  by 
awarding  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
royalty,  that  would  represent  ‘a  point  or 
sum  where  it  is  demonstrable  that  to  go 
beyond  that  point  or  exceed  that  sum  is 
to  set  over  to  plaintiff  profits  to  which 
the  infringing  elements  make  no  contri- 
bution.’ ” 

Defendants’  attorneys,  prepared  to  go 
to  the  U.  S.  supreme  court,  are  already 
pointing  toward  the  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals. If  they  lose  all  the  way,  Loew’s 
will  be  forced  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent  on  $532,000  from  May  8, 
1938,  which,  roughly,  amounts  to  $32,000 
a year.  Plaintiffs  are  Edward  Sheldon 


New  York — Each  of  UA’s  five  partners 
— Samuel  Goldwyn,  Alexander  Korda, 
Charles  Chaplin,  Douglas  Fairbanks  and 
Mary  Pickford — is  scheduled  to  split  ap- 
proximately $500,000  at  the  annual  stock- 
holders’ meeting  to  be  held  in  Hollywood, 
January  12. 

This  sum  is  in  the  form  of  an  annual 
dividend  from  earnings.  In  addition,  such 
active  producers  as  Goldwyn  and  Korda 
will  join  Walter  Wanger,  Edward  Small 
and  Hal  Roach  in  the  bonuses  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  a result  of  the  “kickback  plan,” 
which  provides  for  their  receiving  50  per 
cent  of  the  profits  on  their  pictures  after 
charges.  In  instances  where  films  made 
by  Chaplin,  Fairbanks  and  Miss  Pickford 
are  still  grossing  in  foreign  fields,  these 
partners  will  benefit  accordingly. 

Up  until  a few  months  ago,  the  “kick- 
back”  plan  was  objected  to  by  Chaplin.  He 
was  the  lone  holdout  of  the  five  partners 
and  has  been  won  over  to  make  the  plan 
effective. 

David  O.  Selznick’s  rejoining  UA  after 
he  completes  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  for 


and  Margaret  Ayer  Barnes.  Judge  Woolsey 
found  against  them,  but  the  circuit  court 
of  appeals,  in  an  opinion  written  by  Judge 
Learned  Hand,  reversed  Judge  Woolsey 
and  found  that  the  picture  infringed  upon 
the  copyright  of  the  play.  He  ordered  the 
appointment  of  a special  master  and 
Judge  Knox  chose  Gordon  Auchincloss. 
The  latter  held  hearings  here  and  in  Los 
Angeles  over  a period  of  a year  and  a 
half  and  recently  filed  his  report,  fixing 
profits  of  Loew’s  and  affiliates  in  the  film 
at  $587,000.  Judge  Leibell  modified  the 
figure  to  $532,153,  allowed  Auchincloss 
$15,505  as  fees,  and  $55,000  to  O’Brien, 


M-G-M  still  is  a moot  topic.  Sources 
close  to  UA  are  of  the  opinion  he  will  not 
resume  later  in  the  year  with  UA  and  that 
he  may  turn  to  RKO  after  aU.  He  is 
understood  objecting  to  the  UA  method  of 
distribution  charges  against  his  pictures. 
Neither  does  he  want  to  sign  a long  pact. 

The  grapevine  has  it  that  he  may  join 
the  RKO  fold  for  a block  of  stock  and  a 
percentage  of  gross.  The  idea  stems  to 
Sidney  R.  Kent’s  deal  with  20th  Century 
Productions.  When  Fox  acquired  the  pro- 
ducing company  of  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  and  William  Goetz, 
half  of  the  outstanding  Fox  common  stock, 
or  600,000  shares,  was  given  to  this  group, 
which  since  has  had  production  control. 

Korda  has  been  in  Hollywood  several 
weeks  awaiting  the  meeting.  Murray  Sil- 
verstone  and  Lynn  Farnol  left  over  the 
weekend  to  attend. 

The  meetings  are  expected  to  last  sev- 
eral days.  Shortly  after  he  returns  here, 
Silverstone  is  planning  a trip  abroad  for 
an  informal  survey  of  conditions.  Korda 
will  return  to  Denham  Studios. 


Driscoll  and  Raftery,  complainants’  attor- 
neys. 

One  of  the  fimdamental  issues  raised  by 
defendants’  attorneys  was  that  Loew’s  only 
be  required  to  pay  to  plaintiffs  the  profits 
realized  from  the  infringement,  which  they 
inteiTireted  as  meaning  the  profits  real- 
ized from  the  use  made  of  “Dishonored 
Lady”  as  distinguished  from  profits  at- 
tributable to  other  elements  that  made 
“Letty  Lynton”  a financial  success.  De- 
fendants’ argued  the  plaintiffs  should  not 
receive  all  the  net  profits  realized  from 
the  exhibition  of  the  film,  but  only  so 
much  thereof  as  may  justly  be  considered 
as  the  play’s  contribution  thereto. 
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The  Great  American  Moving  Picture 

GOING  INTO  ITS 
3RD  WEEK  AT 
THE  ROXY,  N.  Y. 


KENTUCKY  ^ 

“t,  t'A 
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THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


WANGER  SCORES  "CRITICAL  MOSSBACKS"  AND 
URGES  PICTURES  FOR  "PROGRESSIVE"  AMERICA 


Claims  Films  Have  Lost 
Connection  With  Life 
And  Temper  of  Times 

For  his  'production  of  “Blockade,”  the 
author  of  this  article  was  submitted  to 
considerable  Catholic  pressure  applied 
against  regular  theatre  dates  on  the  ground 
the  film  was  propaganda  for  the  Loyalist 
side  in  the  Spanish  civil  war. 

The  argument  was  the  film,  therefore, 
was  outside  the  ken  of  the  regulation 
theatre  in  that  it  was  outside  the  regu- 
lation entertainment  formula,  although 
the  Legion  of  Decency  specially  classified 
it  and  raised  no  objections  on  moral 
grounds.  On  the  other  hand,  many  cham- 
pions took  up  the  cudgels  for  “Blockade” 
which  ran  a very  checkered  commercial 
course. 

The  writer,  always  free  to  speak  his 
mind,  has  since  identified  himself  on  the 
side  of  what  he  terms  a less  shackled 
screen.  Here,  he  carries  his  point  further. 

By  WALTER  WANGER 

Hollywood — ^We’ve  been  hearing  about 
a new  trend  in  our  films — Americanism, 
democracy,  and  the  like.  What  does  it 
mean?  What  should  it  mean? 

Let’s  get  down  to  brass  tacks  on  this 
question.  Tlie  truth  is  that  films,  travel- 
ing in  pretty  much  of  a rut,  have  lost 
their  connection  with  the  life  of  the  peo- 
ple, with  the  temper  of  the  times.  We 
have  lost  that  something  show  business 
must  have,  that  something  which  makes 
a customer  stand  up  in  the  back  row  at 
a showboat  melodrama  and  unload  his 
six-shooter  at  the  villain.  We  do  not 
have  that  something  which  enabled  Orson 
Welles  to  electrify  the  nation  with  his 
“War  of  the  Worlds.” 

Cites  Reasons  for  “Dullness” 

Just  what  that  quality  is  can  best  be 
understood,  perhaps,  by  comparing  the 
exciting,  vital  films  which  came  out  of 
pre-Hitler  Germany — “DuBarry,”  “Va- 
riety,” “Metropolis,”  “M,”  “Zwei  Herzen” 
— with  the  anaemic,  stereotyped  pictures 
filmed  since  1933.  Distasteful  as  the  com- 
parison may  be  the  reasons  for  sterility  in 
recent  German  films  and  the  dullness  of 
too  many  of  our  own  are  very  much  the 
same.  There  is  virtually  a complete  ab- 
sence of  any  vital  connection  with  our 
modern  life. 

In  the  invigorating  air  of  our  great 
democracy  we  have  voluntarily  conducted 
our  industry  along  the  lines  of  a totali- 
tarian state.  As  a result  Americans  get 
in  the  main  only  such  lifeless  entertain- 
ment at  home  as  they  might  get  from 
the  so-called  creative  elements  of  Ger- 
many and  Italy. 

The  importance  of  a new  American  and 
democratic  tendency  in  films,  therefore. 


lies  not  merely  in  the  narrow  conception 
that  films  should  glorify  our  cherished 
democracy.  It  is  far  broader  than  that. 
Films  should  be  free  to  mirror  all  the 
pulsing  vitality  of  modern  life.  When  a 
free  screen  replaces  our  present  setup, 
we  will  give  proper  service  to  democracy. 

Speaking  on  the  subject  “Freedom  of 
the  Press”  on  a recent  Town  Meeting  of 
the  Air  program,  Arthur  Robb,  editor  of 
the  newspaper  trade  journal.  Editor  & 
Publisher,  voiced  this  sentiment  which 
aptly  applies  to  films: 

“Every  social  advance  of  the  past  ten 
years  has  been  advocated  by  political 
minorities  for  nearly  half  a century,  or 
even  longer.  Without  the  fundamental 
and  cherished  provisions  of  free  speech, 
free  press  and  free  assembly  that  we  have 
enjoyed,  there  could  be  no  ebb  and  flow 
of  ideas  so  necessary  to  democratic  prog- 
ress . . .” 

Decries  “Propaganda”  Buzz 

At  this  point,  I am  aware  of  a buzz- 
ing which  sounds  like  the  shrill  repetition 
of  the  word  “propaganda.”  This  noise 
emanates  from  a certain  corner  of  the 
industry.  Year  in  and  year  out,  that 
corner  tells  us  that  the  job  of  the  films 
is  to  entertain.  No  one  disagrees  on  this; 
the  disagreement  comes  on  the  question 
of  what  is  entertaining. 

Historically,  that  corner  is  certainly 
wrong.  A certain  duo  of  topflight  enter- 
tainers, a Mr.  Gilbert  and  a Mr.  Sullivan 
— to  mention  just  one  example — have 
wowed  audiences  for  50  years  by  having 
plenty  to  say  about  the  soft  spots  of  their 
society.  That  people  today  do  disagree 
with  the  constantly  reiterated  point  of  view 
is  evident  from  that  steadily  falling 
boxoffice — a boxoffice  that  is  being 
served  on  a platter  to  other  media  of  en- 
tertainment which  are  less  powerful  but 
which  have  the  wit  to  use,  as  subject 
matter  for  their  product,  themes  which 
it  cannot  see  as  anything  but  “dreadful 
propaganda.” 

Any  expression  of  an  idea  is  propaganda 


Strikes  Hard  for  "Free" 
Screen  to  Give  Proper 
Service  to  Democracy 

for  one  viewpoint  or  another.  I have  never 
heard  any  outraged  cries  over  our  ro- 
mantic films  glorifying  West  Point  and 
Annapolis,  yet  they  are  just  as  surely 
propaganda  as  films  which  might  attack 
those  institutions  for  being — which  I do 
not  believe  they  are — incubators  for 
Fascism. 

In  short,  it  is  not  propaganda  as  such 
to  which  the  objector  objects,  but  propa- 
ganda for  a viewpoint  with  which  he 
differs. 

I submit  that  neither  he  nor  any  other 
industry  set-up  has  the  right  (or  the 
duty)  to  judge  what  shall  or  shall  not 
be  screened.  The  only  proper  judges  of 
that  are  the  people  of  the  audiences  them- 
selves. The  film  producer,  like  the  maga- 
zine and  newspaper  publisher  and  the 
broadcasting  company,  should  be  free  to 
give  the  public  what  he  thinks  it  wants. 
Wrong  guesses  will  be  quickly  indicated 
and  paid  for  at  the  boxoffice. 

This,  of  course,  implies  as  a necessary 
measure  certain  changes  in  our  distri- 
bution and  exhibition  system  to  permit 
films  which  may  lack  imiversal  appeal, 
nevertheless,  to  make  a profit. 

Questions  of  decency  do  not  enter  into 
this  discussion.  We  are  all  agreed  that 
the  public  will  reject  indecency.  The 
same  goes  for  films  which  attack  the 
government. 

There  is  a profession  of  great  worry 
about  Communistic  influences  creeping 
into  our  films.  I feel  that  we  have  very 
little  to  be  concerned  about  on  that  score. 
Personally,  I have  heard  more  anarchistic 
statements  about  overthrowing  the  pres- 
ent administration  from  reactionaries  than 
I have  ever  heard  reported  of  the  so-called 
“Reds.” 

Urges  All  Factors  Contribute 

Certainly  we  are  all  opposed  to  Com- 
munists, Nazis,  Fascists,  or  any  other 
“ists”  using  our  film  for  their  own  pur- 
poses. At  the  same  time,  we  cannot  per- 
mit a false  political  label  to  be  used  to 
discourage  progressivism.  Liberals  and 
experimenters  must  be  permitted  to  con- 
tribute what  they  can  to  the  vitality  of 
our  future  product.  No  art  or  business 
can  progress  without  them.  This  is  what 
“freedom  of  the  screen”  really  means. 

As  our  dissentor  has  himself  observed 
of  films,  in  connection  with  morality,  they 
carry  a heavy  social  responsibility.  I see 
no  reason  why  that  responsibility  should 
end  with  decency.  A free  press  (and  I 
see  no  difference  in  a free  screen)  in- 
forms its  readers  on  matters  nearest  their 
hearts  and  interprets  the  burning  ques- 

( Continued  on  page  13) 


10 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  7,  1939 


THE  BIHGEST  PICTURE 
OF  THE  YEAR  BRIHGS 
THE  FIRST  HEW  THING 
OH  THE  BILLBOARBS 
SINCE  BARNUM  FIRST 
PLASTERED  A TOWN! 


“TRAILERS  ON  24-SHEETS" 

FOR 


5,000  OF  THEM 
ACROSS  THE  NATION 


That’s  what  showmen  will  call  this  revolutionary  idea 
in  movie  posters!  . . . Actual^  life-like,  giant-sized 
scenes  from  the  picture  itself  — different  from  any 
movie  paper  you’ve  ever  seen  before!  . . . Conceived 
and  developed  by  RKO  Radio  to  get  maximum  realism 
and  excitement  on  5000  STANDS  FROM  COAST  TO 
COAST!  ...  A showing  of  SIX  SEPARATE,  DIFFER- 
ENT STYLES,  POSTED  ALONG  THOUSANDS  OF 
MILES  OF  HIGHWAY  AND  IN  KEY  CITY  ZONES! . . . 
Watch  for  them  every  time  you  walk,  run  or  ride  any- 
where . . . They’re  worth  looking  for — and  at! . . . And 
they’re  only  a PART  of 

A NATIONAL  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN 
AS  BIG  AS  THE  PICTURE! 


CARY  GRANT  ^ VICTOR  McLAGLEN 
DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  JR. 

with 

i SAM  JAFFE*  EDUARDO  CIANNELLU  JOAN  FONTAINE  RKO 

L PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTION  I^DJO 
% PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  GEORGE  STEVENS  ToURES 

^ From  a Story  by  BEN  HECHT  and  CHARLES  MacARTHUR 

Inspired  by  RUDYARD  KIPLING'S  Poem  WW 

Screen  Piay  by  Joel  Sayre  and  Fred  Guiol  lUH( 


Starring 


Scores  "Mossbacks," 
Urges  Free  Screen 

(Continued  from  page  10) 

tions  of  the  day.  I cannot  see  why  a free 
screen  should  not  deal  with  such  themes; 
moreover,  today,  when  people  as  a whole 
are  deeply  interested  in  a freer  and  richer 
life,  I see  a steadily  shrinking  boxoffice 
if  it  does  not. 

We  are  told  sometimes  that  the  screen 
is  different  from  the  press  because  as  a 
visual  medium  it  is  so  much  more  power- 
ful than  the  printed  word.  By  that  token, 
there  should  be  an  immediate  censorship 
of  newspaper  comic  pages,  where  imbridled 
violence  and  rampant  sex  are  visualized 
every  day  for  millions  of  children  and 
many  adults. 

It  is  appalling  that  our  great  industry 
should  tolerate  the  viewpoint  which  has 
pronounced  this  gem  of  enlightenment, 
“Newsreels  have  an  obligation  to  be  en- 
tertaining. They  have  no  obligation  to 
be  important,  informative.”  Speaking  at 
the  Williamstown  Institute  of  Public  Af- 
fairs in  August,  1937,  this  statement  was 
made: 

On  Current  “Issues” 

“There  are  those  who  damn  the  motion 
picture  industry  for  an  alleged  lack  of 
social  consciousness;  for  failure  to  give 
pictorial  expression  to  the  great  political, 
social  and  economic  issues  of  the  day  . . . 
It  is  the  industry’s  judgment  and  mine 
that  the  entertainment  film  belongs  in 
the  province  of  entertainment  and  no- 
where else.” 

This  speaker  is  right  when  he  says  there 
are  those  who  damn  the  industry  for  fail- 
ing to  heed  the  great  issues  of  the  day. 
Chief  among  those  critics  is  a very  im- 
portant little  man,  Mr.  John  Public.  He 
has  been  telling  us  at  the  boxoffice,  in 
very  loud  tones,  that  because  of  this  fail- 
ure, motion  pictures  have  almost  ceased 
to  interest  him.  In  my  opinion,  the  Wil- 
liamstown speech  gave  the  fUm  industry 
a ridiculous  set-back  through  the  methods 
Hitler  used  to  set  back  civilization:  a 
false  alarm  over  “isms”  as  a cloak  for  a 
cultural  retrogression.  That  speech  was 
kin  to  the  phrase  the  Nazi  playwright  put 
into  his  hero’s  mouth:  “Every  time  I hear 
the  word  ‘culture’  I reach  for  my  revolver.” 
This  viewpoint  has  wi’ecked  the  German 
film  industry  and,  unless,  it  is  checked, 
will  wreck  ours.  Its  proponent  seems  to  be 
servicing  a nickelodeon  intelligence. 

Under  the  influence  of  such  viewpoints 
our  industry  is  not  making  pictures;  we’re 
remaking  them.  We’ve  been  making  the 
same  pictures,  merely  changing  titles  and 
casts,  for  years.  Unfortunately  we’re  mak- 
ing them  worse;  it  couldn’t  be  otherwise. 
By  the  time  a writer  has  written  the 
same  story  for  the  dozenth  time,  he  is 
bound  to  be  stale.  The  same  goes  for  any 
director  or  actor. 

Fifty  million  luckless  picture-goers  have 
seen  these  things  and  are  not  amused; 
they’re  disgusted.  What  magnifies  their 
boredom  is  that,  while  our  industry  has 
been  going  in  circles,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pic- 
ture-goer— and  life — have  gone  marching 
on.  During  the  past  ten  years  our  theatre 


H He  Could  Only 
Do  That 

New  York — Bemie  Brooks,  film  buyer 
for  the  Rosenblatt-Welt  circuit  of  ten 
theatres,  was  asked  how  business  was 
during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
holidays. 

He  shook  his  head  and  said,  "Lousy. 
We  ought  to  move  our  theatres  to 
Broadway." 

For  the  record,  the  Broadway  houses 
were  the  only  group  in  Greater  New 
York  boasting  of  terrific  business  dur- 
ing the  past  two  weeks. 


patrons  have  seen  depression  and  unem- 
ployment, war  and  famine,  raging  around 
them.  They  have  seen  on  a stage,  as 
large  as  the  world,  a titanic  death-strug- 
gle between  freedom  and  slavery,  prog- 
ress and  barbarism.  At  first,  maybe,  they 
wanted  to  turn  their  eyes  away,  to  es- 
cape; but  now  they  watch  every  move 
like  a hawk,  because  they  know  their  own 
fate  is  at  stake.  They  are  changed,  these 
patrons.  Om*  films  have  ceased  to  en- 
tertain them  just  as  fairy  tales  begin  to 
bore  growing  children. 

Why  should  these  patrons  pay  to  enter 
a theatre  to  be  bored? 

Never  have  they  been  so  thrilled  and 
fascinated  as  they  were  recently  by  radio 
programs  from  the  scene  of  the  European 
crisis,  these  theatregoers  point  out,  and 
add  that  there  are  most  exciting  real-life 
dramas  in  magazines,  newspapers  and 
other  radio  programs. 

Something  to  think  about?  I think  so. 

Cites  Magazine  Changes 

Look  at  the  changes  American  maga- 
zines are  making  to  keep  pace  with  our 
times.  One  example  is  the  Saturday  Eve- 
ning Post,  160  years  old  and  formerly  the 
impregnable  fortress  of  Things  as  Tliey 
Are.  To  maintain  its  leadership  The  Post 
has  been  forced  to  turn  to  the  contro- 
versial issues  of  the  day.  Eveiw  issue 
features  some  theme  denied  to  films.  The 
Post  goes,  ahead.  The  film  business 
flounders. 

Luckily,  courage  of  experiment  with 
new  theme  and  new  techniques  is  not  en- 
tirely lacking  in  our  industry.  The  War- 
ner Brothers  rate  our  respectful  salute 
for  incisive  films  on  social  issues  of  the 
day  and  a series  of  shorts  dramatizing 
American  democratic  traditions.  Likewise, 
we  should  all  hail  that  great  innovator, 
Walt  Disney,  who  has  made  a trium- 
phant success  of  a difficult  and  noble  ex- 
periment. Credit  should  also  go  to  W.  G. 
Van  Schmus,  director  of  the  Radio  City 
Music  Hall,  who  had  sufficient  vision  to 
say  recently  that  he  would  rather  present 
a soundly  put  together  film  than  one 
built  around  a star.  By  way  of  contrast, 
we  should  rebuke  those  exhibitors  who 
complained  that  the  Warner  patriotic  short 
subjects  were  not  sufficiently  commercial. 
The  film  business  has.  the  right,  and 
should  consider  it  its  duty,  to  produce 
and  present  occasional  worthwhile  items 
for  its  own  benefit,  just  as  book  publish- 
ers do. 

Exhibitors  are  cutting  their  own  throats 
by  turning  a cold  shoulder  to  new  themes, 
new  techniques,  new  personalities.  They 


Schines  Mag  Add  10 
To  String  of  124 

New  York — Negotiations  are  under  way 
by  the  Schines  for  ten  theatres  to  be 
added  to  the  independent  string  of  124. 
The  deals  embrace  various  eastern  cities, 
including  Philadelphia  and  neighboring 
situations. 

According  to  a Schine  spokesman,  it  is 
learned  that  “if  the  proposition  is  right 
and  it  comes  along  we’ll  take  it.”  The 
circuit  is  definitely  in  an  expansion  mood. 

Within  the  past  week,  possession  was 
taken  of  the  Waller,  Laurel,  Md.,  and  the 
Playhouse,  Milford,  Del.  Reports  that  the 
circuit  was.  interested  in  acquiring  houses 
in  Indiana  are  denied. 

J.  Myer  Schine  was  in  town  from  Glo- 
versville  during  the  week  and  is  planning 
to  leave  on  his  annual  vacation  in  Miami 
on  January  22.  He  usually  spends  several 
weeks  there  and  is  followed  later  on  by 
his  brother,  Louis  W.  George  Lynch,  chief 
film  buyer  for  the  circuit,  is  planning  to 
go  to  Miami  for  a month’s  vacation  in  a 
few  weeks. 

Several  weeks  ago,  the  Schines  took  over 
about  half  a dozen  Mainland  theatres  and, 
in  line  with  expansion  plans,  expect  to 
increase  the  circuit  by  at  least  50  dui’ing 
1939. 


should  exert  a little  showmanship  to  help 
put  over  such  innovations.  Otherwise,  they 
are  simply  helping  build  up  huge  costs 
by  skyrocketing  the  price  of  established 
personalities  and  production  values — items 
for  which  they  will  be  paying  after  they 
have  lost  their  real  value. 

Certain  business  conventions  impede  our 
proper  progress.  A particularly  silly  habit 
is  our  everlasting  insistence  on  thinking 
in  terms  of  percentage  over  average.  Why 
don’t  we  think  in  terms  of  percentage  over 
cost?  If  we  take  a cue  from  Exhibitor 
Van  Schmus  and  stop  trying  to  palm  off 
so  much  saw-dust  with  an  expensive  star 
label,  perhaps  we  can  think  more  happily 
in  terms  of  percentage  over  cost. 

“Not  Making  Pictures” 

Tlie  time  has  come  to  realize  that 
chromium-plated  offices,  pointless  ads 
written  solely  in  superlatives  will  not  wipe 
out  the  fact  that  the  public  is  staying 
away  from  pictures — staying  away  for  the 
excellent  reason  that  we  are  not  making 
pictures. 

We  must  awaken  and  stop  organizing 
our  own  bankruptcy. 

It  is  high  time  we  put  our  critical  moss- 
backs  in  their  place — a very  obscure  place. 
We  must  stop  making  pictui’es  for  the 
near-sighted  and  narrow-minded  elements 
in  America  and  Europe.  We  must  get 
away,  once  and  for  all,  from  the  thought 
that  mere  production  expense  will  make 
profits.  Rather,  we  must  put  pictures  to- 
gether so  that  they  “tick.” 

Only  when  we  do  this  will  we  have  an 
industry  that  we  can  be  proud  of  and 
which  will  win  the  support  of  the  whole 
wide-awake,  vital,  progressive  American 
public,  not  just  one  small,  unreliable  sec- 
tion. 
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Kuykendall  Behind  Move  for 
Economic  Break  With  Berlin 


Hollywood  — Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  in  a letter  to  the  Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi  League  endorses  the  Committee 
of  56  and  the  “Declaration  of  Democratic 
Independence”  and  declares  he  will  sug- 
gest his  membership  cooperate  in  circu- 
lating the  petitions  which  ultimately  head 
for  the  President  and  Congress. 

The  declaration  seeks  a break  in  the 
economic  relationship  between  this  coun- 
try and  Germany.  The  petitions  are  to  be 
gathered  from  theatre  audiences  through- 
out the  country. 

Coast  Committee 
Pushing  Petition 

Hollywood — The  “Committee  of  56”  is 
strenuously  pursuing  its  “Declaration  of 
Democratic  Independence”  which  urges 
upon  the  President  and  Congress  the  sev- 
erance of  economic  relations  between  this 
country  and  Germany.  The  committee 
is  so  named  because  the  declaration  bears 
the  names  of  56  well-known  film  names, 
professional  and  otherwise.  The  execu- 
tive group  includes  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  20th  Century- 
Fox;  Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  Jack  L.  Warner, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  production 
for  that  company;  Walter  Wanger,  and 
Carl  Laemmle  sr. 

20,000,000  Signers  is  Goal 

Re-enactment  of  the  original  signing 
for  newsreels  is  the  initial  step  in  a plan 
whereby  the  committee  hopes  to  bring  it 
to  the  attention  of  some  50,000,000  theatre- 
goers and,  thereby,  obtain  20,000,000  sig- 
natures. Being  printed  now  are  300,000 
copies  of  the  declaration,  which  will  be 
forwarded  to  56  localities  in  the  United 
States,  in  each  of  which  “Sub-Committees 
of  56”  are  being  formed.  Tliese  sub- 
committees, in  turn,  will  arrange  with  the- 
atres screening  the  newsreels,  containing 
clips  of  the  re-enacted  signing  of  the  dec- 
laration, to  make  possible  for  audiences 
to  sign  the  manifesto. 

The  committee  expects  to  spend  at  least 
two  months  on  the  task,  pending  comple- 
tion of  which  the  original  copy  of  the 
declaration  will  be  retained  here.  When 
the  goal  of  20,000,000  signatures  has  been 
reached,  a master  copy  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  President  and  Congress,  accom- 
panied by  an  appeal  for  early  action. 

Plans  originally  called  for  the  declara- 
tion to  be  forwarded  to  the  President  im- 
mediately, but  the  committee  subsequently 
decided  that  the  document  would  have 
more  weight  and  would  be  considered 
vastly  more  significant  if,  in  its  presenta- 
tion to  the  nation’s  leaders,  it  were  backed 
by  duplicate  copies  bearing  the  millions 
of  expected  signatures.  Naturally,  until 
this  procedure  has  been  carried  to  com- 
pletion, Hollywood  has  neither  sought  nor 
expected  an  official  reaction  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


Name  Jerry  Mayer  Aide 

Hollywood  — Metro  has  signed  Ted 
Butcher  as  assistant  to  Jerry  Mayer,  stu- 
dio manager. 


''Committee  of  56" 

In  East  Interests 

New  York — Reception  to  the  promulga- 
tion of  a proposed  local  “Committee  of  56” 
has  been  “magnificent,”  according  to  Her- 
bert Biberman,  a signer  of  the  original 
coast  “Declaration  of  Democratic  Inde- 
pendence,” who  is  here  on  a vacation-or- 
ganization visit. 

During  a meeting  of  interested  persons 
from  various  fields  of  endeavor  at  the 
Hudson  Theatre,  it  was  decided  not  to 
launch  the  local  campaign  untU  each 
signer  was  in  a position  to  organize  his 
or  her  particular  field  with  authority, 
Biberman  said.  This  may  be  a matter  of 
a few  weeks.  Meanwhile,  daily  contacts 
are  being  made  with  various  elements  of 
the  local  population,  such  as  the  clergy, 
labor,  legal,  theatrical  and  medical  fields. 

All  potential  signers  are  being  asked  to 
develop  ideas  that  might  serve  as  an  ef- 
fective protest  to  this  coimtry’s  eco- 
nomic relations  with  Germany.  When  these 
are  sifted  for  outstanding  contributions  the 
local  campaign  will  be  launched  with  force, 
it  is  said. 

Expect  Early  Decision 
In  the  Loew  Suit 

New  York — Having  filed  briefs  Decem- 
ber 30,  attorneys  for  Loew’s  are  expecting 
an  early  decision  in  the  minority  stock- 
holders’ suit  against  the  company’s  direc- 
tors and  executives.  Because  of  the  time 
required  by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Louis 
A.  Valente  to  read  the  testimony,  which 
runs  well  over  2,000  pages,  and  examine 
approximately  200  exhibits  submitted  by 
both  sides,  it  is  not  expected  a decision 
will  be  handed  down  for  another  week  or 
ten  days. 

Due  to  lack  of  a quorum,  the  regular 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Loew  board  has 
been  postponed  imtil  January  11.  No  date 
has  been  set  for  the  annual  stockholders’ 
meeting,  the  directors  holding  back  until 
the  Miller  & Donaldson  accoimtants  com- 
plete figures  for  the  annual  fiscal  report 
for  the  year  ended  Aug.  31,  1938.  The  ac- 
countants have  been  delayed  in  finishing 
the  report  because  of  the  stockholders’ 
suit. 

Prudential  May  Acquire 
Several  New  Houses 

New  York — ^Prudential  Playhouses  may 
add  several  new  theatres  to  the  circuit, 
depending  on  conditions,  according  to  Jos- 
eph M.  Seider,  president.  Currently,  the 
circuit  is  building  a new  900-seat  house, 
the  Greenport,  at  Greenport,  L.  I.  A 
former  house  by  the  same  name  was  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  a hurricane  which 
visited  these  parts  several  months  ago. 


No  Set  Schedule 
For  Trailers 

New  York — National  Screen  Service's 
patriotic  trailers  will  not  be  set  in 
number,  the  company  planning  to  add 
to  the  three  already  made  as  many  as 
may  be  feasible.  Completed  are  “The 
Star-Spangled  Banner,"  one  on  the 
Constitution  and  a third  on  the  Bill  of 
Rights. 

The  company  declares  the  series  will 
be  available  to  exhibitors  at  actual  cost 
of  raw  stock  and  prints  and  adds,  "We 
are  absorbing  every  element  of  pro- 
duction cost,  including  studio  recording, 
art  work,  photography,  text  research, 
film  editing  and  all  distribution  costs." 

WB  Title  Slide  on 
Historical  Shorts 

Hollywood — Quite  probably  as  another 
step  in  its  participation  in  the  unofficial 
Americanization  program  to  which  the 
film  industry  is  subscribing  to  an  ever-in- 
creasing  degree,  and  in  the  studio’s  de- 
sire to  gamer  open  recognition  for  its 
efforts,  Warner  has  concluded  that,  hence- 
forth, its  series  of  historical  short  sub- 
jects vhll  bear  the  WB  title  slide — re- 
placing the  Vitaphone  title  previously  car- 
ried. First  to  go  out  under  this  designa- 
tion will  be  “Lincoln  in  the  White  House.” 

Coincidentally,  the  studio  has  launched 
preparations  for  filming  “Lafayette,”  deal- 
ing with  the  American  Revolutionary  ac- 
tivities of  the  French  general  who  lent  aid 
to  the  colonies.  Charles  Tedford  is  writ- 
ing the  screenplay  and  Gordon  Hollings- 
head  will  produce. 

Hollywood  proponents  of  the  American 
ization  campaign  were  further  cheered  by 
the  announcement  emanating  from  N'vw 
York  that  RKO  Pathe  News  has  launched 
preparations  for  the  filming  of  a full- 
length  feature  dealing  with  the  trend  of 
Americanism  today.  Under  plans  revealed 
by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  sales  man- 
ager and  president  of  the  newsreel  unit, 
a script  is  being  prepared  under  the  ten- 
tative title,  “United  We  Stand.”  A mid- 
February  release  has  been  scheduled. 


Warner  National  Anthem 
Reel  Available  to  All 

New  York — 'The  Warner  clip  of  “The 
Star-Spangled  Banner”  is  being  made 
available  to  any  exhibitor  who  wants  it, 
the  only  stipulation  is  one  covering  cost. 
Joseph  Bernhard,  head  of  the  Warner  cir- 
cuit, says  the  decision  developed  because 
of  exhibitor  requests. 

Universal  Ex-Treasurer 
Joins  Tri-National 

New  York — Charles  B.  Paine,  former 
treasurer  of  Universal,  joins  Tri-National 
Films,  Inc.,  in  a like  capacity. 

The  company,  with  Harry  Thomas  hand- 
ling the  east  and  I.  E.  Chadwick  the  west, 
is  negotiating  its  southern  distribution. 
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Trust  Rules  Agency 
Urged  ig  Arnold 


Washington — Establishment  in  the  de- 
partment of  justice  of  an  agency  to  issue 
rules  and  regulations  governing  observ- 
ance of  the  anti-trust  laws,  in  much  the 
same  way  as  the  revenue  and  social  se- 
curity acts  and  certain  other  statutes  are 
administered,  is  recommended  by  Assist- 
ant Attorney  General  Thurman  Arnold  in 
his  annual  report. 

The  suggestion  for  the  creation  of  such 
an  agency  is  one  of  three  major  recom- 
mendations made  by  Arnold,  the  others 
being  for  a further  expansion  of  the  staff 
of  his  anti-trust  division  and  for  the  en- 
actment of  legislation  specifically  apply- 
ing the  anti-trust  statutes  to  particular 
industries  as  prosecutions  instituted  by 
the  department  disclose  weaknesses  in 
those  laws  as  now  written. 

Because  of  the  pendency  of  the  suit 
against  major  film  companies,  his  recom- 
mendations for  piece-meal  amendment  of 
the  laws  is  of  particular  interest  because 
of  the  threat  that  if  that  suit  does  not 
attain  the  objectives  sought  by  the  de- 
partment an  appeal  will  be  made  to  Con- 
gress to  legislate  what  the  courts  refuse 
to  order. 

“To  make  the  law  workable  and  up  to 
date,”  Ai’nold  asserts,  “amendments  to 
the  law  .should  be  presented  to  the  Con- 
gress at  a time  when  the  problem  is  acute, 
along  with  the  facts  of  the  particular  in- 
dustry which  show  the  need  for  the 
amendments. 

Suggests  “Case  Method” 

“This  approach  to  the  problem  of 
amendment  in  teiTns  of  particular  needs 
in  particular  industries  enables  us  to  es- 
cape battles  over  broad  general  principles 
which  are  likely  to  be  fruitless.  If  a regi- 
ment in  an  industrial  army  is  not  func- 
tioning, the  remedy  is  not  to  amend  the 
articles  of  war.  but  to  investigate  the 
regiment.  In  the  application  of  economic 
law  by  the  legislature,  we  need  to  utilize 
the  case-by-case  method  which  has  served 
so  well  in  the  development  of  the  common 
law.” 

Reiterating  the  principle  that  the  de- 
partment will  not  take  the  initiative  in  the 
development  of  consent  decrees  or  sug- 
gest the  concessions  on  which  cases  will 
be  dropped,  the  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral insists  that  all  proposals  for  such  de- 
crees must  be  voluntary  and,  rather  than 
“the  mere  promise  to  reform,”  must  pro- 
vide for  the  restoration  of  competitive 
conditions  in  a way  which  could  not  be 
accomplished  by  prosecution.  All  such 
proposals  will  be  submitted  to  the  courts 
before  acceptance  and,  finally,  a public 
statement  will  be  issued  giving  the  reasons 
for  the  department’s  action. 

“The  test  of  whether  a consent  decree 
should  be  accepted  must  be  whether  it  will 
benefit  the  public,  not  whether  it  will  give 
relief  to  the  department,”  he  said.  “Only 
where  it  appears  that  the  consent  decree 
will  yield  more  constructive  results  for  the 
consuming  public,  for  employes,  and  for 
competitors,  than  the  eventual  criminal 
pimishment  of  the  offenders,  will  pro- 
posals for  such  a decree  be  entertained.” 


Quiz  Results  Are 
Month  OH 

New  York  — Movie  Quiz  closed  at 
midnight  December  31.  Contest  head- 
quarters were  swamped  with  1,046  bags 
of  mail  containing  an  estimated  2,- 
000,000  replies  by  the  first  mail  Tues- 
day morning.  This,  according  to  Har- 
old B.  Franklin  who  discounts  subse- 
quent mails,  will  set  back  determina- 
tion of  the  winners  by  at  least  a month. 

Nearly  All  Contest 
Pledges  Are  Met 

New  York — Approximately  96  per  cent  of 
the  exhibitors  who  pledged  support  to 
Motion  Pictures’  Greatest  Year  campaign 
have  completed  their  commitments  and 
outstanding  obligations  are  being  met 
daily,  it  is  stated  at  the  organization’s 
headquarters.  In  more  than  one  instance 
during  the  past  week,  delinquent  theatre 
owners  have  telegraphed  remittances  due 
on  pledges. 

It  has  been  decided  to  maintain  head- 
quarters and  the  staff,  including  Harold 
B.  Franklin,  at  the  RKO  Building  until 
the  end  of  January,  at  which  time  the 
five  judges  in  the  Movie  Quiz  Contest  are 
scheduled  to  make  known  the  numerous 
winners.  The  judges  are  Hendrik  Willem 
Van  Loon,  Mrs.  Ogden  Reid,  Dr.  James 
E.  West,  Bruce  Barton  and  Helen  Wills 
Moody. 

Although  major  company  heads  have  as 
yet  reached  no  decision  on  plans  for  cele- 
brating the  industry’s  golden  jubilee, 
Franklin  is  contemplating  a visit  to  Cali- 
fornia where  he  makes  his  permanent 
home.  While  there  he  will  probably  con- 
fer with  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  who  is  rep- 
resenting the  industry  in  the  paralysis 
movement  sponsored  by  President  Roose- 
velt. Schenck  has  asked  Franklin  to  as- 
sist in  a drive  to  secure  funds  from  the 
industry  and  the  indication  is  he  will 
accept. 

Libros  Renamed  National 
Poster  Service  Head 

New  York — Simon  Libros  of  Philadel- 
phia was  reelected  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Poster  Service  Ass’n  at  the  annual 
convention  held  Saturday  and  Sunday  at 
the  New  Yorker  Hotel.  In  addition,  the 
following  were  continued  for  another  year; 
LeRoy  Kendis,  vice-president;  George  P. 
Aarons,  executive  secretary;  Louis  Wein- 
zimmer,  chairman,  and  Libros,  Harry 
Schlitt,  and  E.  R.  Behrens,  executive  com- 
mittee; Libros,  Kendis,  Weinzimmer, 
Schlitt  and  Behrens,  board  of  directors. 

Various  problems  confronting  poster 
renters  during  the  year  were  discussed  at 
the  two-day  session,  which  was  attended 
by  40  dealers  from  all  over  the  country. 
Libros  has  been  ill  for  the  past  week  at 
his  home  in  Philadelphia.  Weinzimmer 
leaves  Tuesday  for  a Miami  Beach  rest. 


16mm  Impetus  Seen 
In  Canadian  Visit 

Toronto — Arthur  Lee  of  GB  checked  in 
at,  and  then  out  of,  Hotel  Royal  York, 
his  visit  giving  rise  to  the  local  impres- 
sion that  16mm  films,  long  a bugaboo 
and  subject  of  hectic  discussion  over  all 
of  Canada,  definitely  were  a step  further 
along;  also  that  the  majors  are  going  into 
the  smaller  sizes,  so  that  any  theatrical 
foot  might  be  fitted. 

Although  no  one  will  comment  for  pub- 
lication, it  is  understood.  Lee’s  visit  had 
to  do  with  a siuwey  on  the  16mm  situ- 
ation, which,  it  also  is  understood,  em- 
braces a similar  project  in  the  United 
States  and  perhaps  foreign  coimtries  as 
well. 

Prom  reliable  sources,  it  is  learned  that, 
if  and  when  the  plan  Lee  is  reported 
sponsoring,  goes  into  effect.  Sovereign 
Films,  subsidiary  of  Empire-Universal, 
heretofore  handling  16mms,  would  be  sus- 
ceptible to  dissolution  or  the  throwing  in 
of  its  smaller  sizes  for  handling  in  a 
larger  way  by  the  proposed  company. 

To  understand  the  situation  as  it  af- 
fects the  Dominion,  one  must  go  back  a 
year  or  more,  when  General  Films  of 
Saskatchewan  handled  the  narrow  gauge 
films  with  bookings  to  churches  and 
lodges,  and  an  occasional  one-night-stand- 
er  who  operated  in  what  goes  for  the 
kerosene  circuit  in  Canada. 

New  Operators  in  Field 

Tlien  along  came  Sovereign  Films  about 
six  months  ago  and  released  GB  and  Uni- 
versal pictures  in  narrow  gauge  to  town 
halls,  closed  theatres  and  stores,  in  many 
instances,  according  to  claims  of  the  in- 
dependents, in  situations  too  close  to  es- 
tablished theatres.  The  new  operators,  it 
is  charged,  milked  the  country  trade  upon 
which  the  larger  towns  had  depended  for 
years. 

Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  composed 
largely  of  independents  in  Toronto  and 
thereabouts,  passed  a resolution  condemn- 
ing the  practice  of  majors  marketing  the 
reduced-sized  films.  Sovereign  countered 
with  a statement  that  it  had  the  situation 
in  control  and  would  not  rent  where  com- 
petition was  close. 

In  Welland,  Ont.,  where  Famous  Play- 
ers operates  its  Capitol  as  a standard 
house  with  standard  film,  a store  was  re- 
modeled and  announcement  made  of  the 
opening  of  a 16mm  house.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  contract  was  with  General 
Films.  But,  several  days  before  opening 
date,  the  contract  with  General  was  can- 
celed, the  management  of  that  company 
declaring  the  deal  was  made  under  a mis- 
apprehension of  the  nature  of  the  new 
theatre.  Soon  afterward  the  new  property 
was  taken  over  by  A.  Polakoss,  indepen- 
dent exhibitor,  completed,  and  turned  into 
a regular  35mm  theatre. 

The  new  development  has  the  industry 
agog.  At  least,  the  independents  are 
quite  alarmed,  for  they  fear  that  the  little 
films  handled  in  a big  way  would  be  a 
potent  weapon,  if  used  in  competition 
with  independent  operations. 
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Producers  Cold  to  Musicians 
Unemployment  Fund  Idea 


New  York — While  no  formal  expres- 
sions have  been  forthcoming,  all  indica- 
tions point  to  a futile  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians 
to  get  major  producers  to  find  $20,000,- 
000  a year  to  compensate  for  musicians’ 
unemployment. 

At  a meeting  between  the  presidents  of 
most  major  companies  and  Pat  Casey, 
labor  coordinator,  the  problem  was  aired 
thoroughly  and  was  said  to  be  beyond  the 
ken  of  repair,  at  least  by  the  majors. 
Corollary  to  this  contention  is  said  to  be 
that  the  affiliated  circuits  control  only 
approximately  4,300  of  the  nation’s  16,000 
theatres. 

The  AFM’s  original  proposal  for  the 
raising  of  a fund  for  unemployed  mem- 
bers embraced  the  placing  of  a fee,  simi- 
lar to  a score  charge,  on  all  theatres, 
collectable  by  the  distributors  and  ear- 
marked for  relief.  This  position  is  said  to 
have  been  taken  after  affiliated  circuit 
heads  flatly  rejected  the  APM’s  sugges- 
tion that  orchestras  be  reinstated  in 
theatres. 

While  the  AFM  places  the  blame  for 
its  unemployed  list  on  the  studios  in  that 
manufactured  duplicate  sound  tracks  elim- 
inate the  necessity  for  musicians’  services 
beyond  the  original  print,  a rebuttal  is 
offered  in  the  contention  that  the  advent 
of  sound  in  pictures  has  caused  the  em- 
ployment of  orchestras  in  studios  that 
were  never  essential  during  silent  days. 

A final  conference  between  both  sides 
has  been  set  for  Pat  Casey’s  office  here 
on  January  11.  Joseph  M.  Weber,  AFM 
president,  will  head  an  executive  com-isisii 
mittee  to  discuss  the  problem  with  the 
head  of  all  major  companies.  Weber  will 
then  take  his  findings  to  an  AFM  execu- 
tive council  meeting  in  Miami  Beach, 
scheduled  for  January  18. 

Two  High  Court  Rulings 
Important  to  Trade 

Washington  — Two  important  decisions 
affecting  the  industry  were  handed  down 
by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  early  this  week. 
One  was  the  refusal  of  the  petition  of 
General  Talking  Pictures  for  a further  re- 
view of  the  twice-decided  case  holding  it 
guilty  of  patent  infringement  in  the  use 
in  sound  equipment  of  amplifiers  licensed 
only  for  radio  use. 

The  second  affirmed  the  lower  court’s 
decision  holding  United  Artists  is  not  sub- 
ject to  the  West  Virginia  tax  on  gross 
receipts. 


Block  Booking  Up 
In  Congress 

Washington — The  first  film  bill  to  be 
introduced  in  the  new  Congress  was 
the  block  booking  measure  reintroduced 
by  Representative  Andrew  Edmiston 
(Democrat)  of  West  Virginia. 


Monogram  Operates 
In  Black  Now 


New  York — Monogram  is  operating  in 
the  black  and  for  the  past  two  months 
has  shown  profits  of  approximately  $20,000. 
For  November,  it  is  stated,  net  earnings 
amounted  to  about  $9,000  with  December 
showing  an  increase  of  more  than  $1,000. 

With  approximately  $800,000  tied  up  in 
unplayed  time,  it  is  expected  the  com- 
pany will  show  a gross  profit  of  about 
$600,000  for  1937.  When  the  company 
originally  started,  it  was  figured  amortiza- 
tion of  pictures  would  take  about  60  weeks 
for  the  dramas  and  melodramas  and  long- 
er for  westerns.  A new  plan  has  been 
devised  where  the  amortization  is  now 
spread  over  75  to  80  weeks. 

The  company’s  policy  has  been  to  pro- 
duce every  picture  announced  and  for  the 
current  season  has  released  40,  including 
westerns  and  two  reissues. 

Within  the  next  week  or  so,  the  com- 
pany’s directors  will  meet  when  a change 
in  the  board  lineup  will  be  made.  It  is 
expected  that  the  new  amortization  plan 
will  be  announced  at  that  time. 


No  Cosmopolitan-W arner 
Deal  Is  Signed  Yet 

New  York — No  new  production  and  re- 
leasing deal  has  been  made  between  Cos- 
mopolitan and  Warner,  although  negoti- 
ations have  been  carried  on  for  the  past 
six  months,  it  is  learned.  Cosmopolitan’s 
contribution  to  the  Warner  program  has 
been  six  a year. 

Although  the  Cosmopolitan  deal  pro- 
vides for  a calendar  year  delivery  instead 
of  adhering  to  the  selling  season  year, 
which  is  from  August  to  August,  two  pic- 
tures have  been  delivered  to  Warner,  wind- 
ing up  the  current  contract.  Warner  will 
release  “Going  Places”  in  January  and 
“Wings  Over  the  Navy”  in  February. 

Edgar  B.  Hatrick,  general  manager  of 
Hearst’s  film  enterprises,  is  in  Miami 
Beach  with  his  family  on  an  extended 
vacation.  So  is  Hariy  M.  Warner  and  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  talks  on  a new  deal 
will  resume  and  a term  pact  result. 


Delay  Coast  Trip 

New  York — Scheduled  to  leave  Satur- 
day for  Hollywood,  a contingent  of  War- 
ner home  office  executives  has  delayed 
departure  until  January  13  to  permit 
Gradwell  L.  Sears  to  attend  the  resumed 
trade  practice  negotiations  here. 

The  group  from  here  will  include  Sears, 
S.  S.  Schneider,  Sam  E.  Morris,  Carl  Les- 
erman  and  Mort  Blumenstock.  In  Holly- 
wood they  will  confer  with  H.  M.  Warner, 
Jack  L.  Warner  and  S.  Charles  Einfeld. 


National  Theatres 
Annual  Melon 

New  York — National  Theatres  has  split 
its  annual  melon  between  Chase  National 
Bank  and  20th  Century-Fox,  the  former 
owning  58  per  cent  of  the  circuit’s  stock 
and  the  latter  42  per  cent.  There  was 
approximately  $2,100,000  in  dividends  dis- 
tributed, $1,300,000  to  the  bank  and  $800,- 
000  to  the  film  company. 

National  has  about  500  theatres  through- 
out the  country  and  currently  operates 
in  the  neighborhood  of  450. 

No  aggressive  expansion  campaign  is 
contemplated,  but  new  units  will  be  added 
from  time  to  time  as  a protective  meas- 
ure when  communities  develop  to  the 
point  where  it  will  be  held  necessary  to 
acquire. 

Charles  P.  Skouras,  operating  head  of 
Pox  West  Coast,  sailed  Saturday  for  a 
two-month  visit  to  Greece  on  family  af- 
fairs. Upon  his  arrival  from  the  coast, 
he,  his  wife  and  daughter,  Margie,  were 
forced  to  bed  with  bad  colds. 

Skouras  reports  conditions  on  the  coast 
are  picking  up  and  no  theatre  acquisitions 
are  planned.  However,  he  points  out, 
where  the  circuit  finds  new  territories  ripe 
it  may  become  necessary  to  enter  in  order 
to  protect  neighboring  situations. 


Sales  Method  Determines 
20th-Fox  New  Lineup 

New  York  — Twentieth  Century-Fox’s 
schedule  for  1939-40,  according  to  Herman 
Wobber,  will  depend  on  the  method  of  sell- 
ing employed  next  season. 

The  extent  to  which  cancellations  are 
adopted  will  determine  the  number  to  be 
made,  Wobber  admits.  “If  cancellation  is 
fixed  at  a high  percentage,  we  might  have 
to  make  fewer  and  better  pictures,”  but 
he  added,  “regardless  of  what  policy  is 
adopted,  we  won’t  spend  less  than  this 
year.” 

Wobber  will  attend  the  foreign  depart- 
ment’s convention  in  London  and  Paris 
with  Sidney  R.  Kent  and  Walter  J. 
Hutchinson  in  May. 


Kansas  City  First  New 
Universal  Building 

New  York — The  first  of  four  new  ex- 
changes Universal  wiU  move  into  in  1939 
will  be  in  Kansas  City.  Contracts  have 
already  been  signed  with  a builder.  Pacts 
are  still  being  negotiated  with  contractors 
for  the  other  three  key  cities,  one  of  which 
is  Des  Moines.  In  each  case.  Universal 
will  be  located  in  a building  by  itself. 


Three- Year  RKO  Spitz  Pact 

Chicago — Leo  Spitz’s  contract  with  RKO 
as  special  counsel  is  for  three  years  and 
he  gets  $1,500  a week  imder  the  deal.  He 
is  now  in  Miami  Beach  on  vacation  and 
is  not  due  back  for  another  three  weeks. 
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• When  you  flash  a Pre-vue  trailer  on  your  screen 
you  are  capturing  the  immediate  attention  of 
every  eye  in  your  theatre  . . . telling  your  sales 
story  to  a hundred  percent  audience  . . . and  at  the 
lowest  cost  per  reader  of  any  medium  of  adver- 
tising this  business  affords  . . . 

• That's  why  more  than  12,000  exhibitors  use 
Pre-vues  by  . . . 


ATLANTA 167-73  Walton  St.,  N.W. 

BOSTON  36-38  Melrose  St. 

CHARLOTTE 219-21  Mint  St. 

CHICAGO  1307  So.  Wabash  Ave. 
CINCINNATI  ,119  West  Central  Pkway. 

CLEVELAND 2336  Payne  Ave. 

DALLAS...... 20f2-l6  Jockson  St. 


DENVER 
DES  MOINES 
DETROIT 
KANSAS  CITY 
LOS  ANGELES 


Silfi 

2144  Champa  St. 

10031/2  High  St. 

2949  Cass  Ave. 
..  1706  Wyandotte  St. 
2018  So.  Vermont  Ave. 


MEMPHIS 500  So.  2nd  St. 


MINNEAPOLIS 1105  Currie  > 

NEW  ORLEANS  . 1431  Cleveland 

NEW  YORK  630  Ninth 

PHILADELPHIA  1201-07  Vine 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  168  Golden  Gate^ 

ST.  LOUIS 3318  0\h 

SEATTLE  2418  Second  > 


noTionni 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C..  920  New  Jersey  A.e.,  N.W. 


. . . made  tor 
ace  houses-,.. 
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priced  tor  you 


LETTERS 


FROM  HOBLITZELLE 

Dallas — I have  just  finished  reading 
youi-  editorial  under  date  of  December  17 
in  Boxoffice,  entitled  “It  Quickens  the 
Pulse,”  and  I take  this  first  opportunity 
to  thank  you  for  your  generous  comments. 

You  are  entirely  correct  when  you  say 
that  our  industry  must  assume  this  re- 
sponsibility in  the  community  and  the 
fabric  of  the  nation.  However,  the  thing 
that  prompted  us  to  do  this  went  even 
beyond  that  and  I am  enclosing  herewith 
a copy  of  the  acknowledgment  which  we 
sent  out  to  over  2,000  people,  which  I 
believe  speaks  for  itself. — KARL  HOBLIT- 
ZELLE, President,  Interstate  Cv'cuit,  Inc. 

Editor's  Note — The  enclosure  was  an 
expression  of  appreciation  to  those  who 
eontrihuted  to  Interstate’s  drive  for  funds 
to  aid  German  refugees.  Signed  by  Hob- 
litzelle  and  also  by  Robert  J.  O’Donnell, 
general  manager  of  the  circuit,  the  mes- 
sage included  this: 

‘‘It  is  our  earnest  hope  that  we  here  in 
Texas  have  set  an  example  of  humani- 
tarianism  which  will  serve  two  purposes: 
(1)  That  it  will  invite  similar  sympathies 
and  efforts  throughout  our  own  great 
country  and  awaken  a spirit  of  thankful- 
ness in  all  our  hearts  for  ‘Life,  liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness’  and  (2)  That 
it  will  serve  to  keep  alive  a spirit  of  tol- 
eranee  between  all  men  regardless  of  race 
or  creed.” 

0 

ON  ‘‘INDUSTRY  DYSPEPSIA” 

Defiance,  Ohio — Thinking  joumalistical- 
ly,  and  editorially,  a thought  pops  in  my 
mind  about  our  “industry  dyspepsia.”  It 
seems  almost  incredible,  doesn’t  it,  that 
nobody  does  anything  about  it.  Nothing 
but  quarrels  to  add  acid  to  the  clironic 
case  of  indigestion. 

Could  we  not  emulate,  even  though  we 
are  an  infant,  the  tried  and  proven  pan- 
aceas of  executive  heads  of  other  enter- 
prises? Large  department  stores  employ 
child  psychologists.  The  big  industries 
maintain  public  relations  men.  Executives 
use  extreme  care  to  apply  the  Golden  Rule 
to  their  business,  knowing  full  well  they 
will  be  amply  repaid. 

“Schaefer  Hires  Richey,”  column  head 
sounds  like  bread  thrown  upon  the  waters. 
At  least,  the  ice  seems  broken  by  this 
move.  A seeming  move  worthy  of  copy 
by  other  leaders  who  are  seeing  the  hand- 
writing, to  establish  relations  that  are  in 
keeping  with  good,  common  sense.  It  can 
be  done. — E.  E.  BAIR,  Defiance  Theatres. 

0 

PRAISES  EDITORIAL 

New  York — May  I congratulate  you  on 
yom*  fine  editorial  in  the  October  22  issue, 
telling  us  of  the  pressure  being  brought  on 
the  motion  picture  producers  by  the  mili- 
tary establishments? 

You  are  doing  splendid  service  to  the 
people  by  keeping  watch  over  the  free- 
dom of  peace  time  enterprise.  “The  con- 
clusion that  war  is  hell  and  its  opposite, 
therefore,  is  heaven”  is  the  message  that 
must  be  brought  home  to  the  public.  More 
power  to  the  producers  that  dare  to  ex- 
press it.— JESSIE  WALLACE  HUGHAN. 
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GN-Regal  Merger  Is 
Canadian  Talk 

Toronto — Although  no  one  is  speak- 
ing for  publication,  a definite  rumor 
that  Grand  National  soon  will  go  over 
to  the  Nathanson  group  and  become 
part  of  Regal  Films,  which  already 
handles  M-G-M,  Republic  and  Mono- 
gram, has  the  Dundas  Square-Victoria 
St.  area  talking. 


May  "Enlist"  Yamins  lor 
Fifth  Allied  Term 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
rious  demands  at  distributor  meetings  here 
and  in  Chicago. 

While  there  is  no  definite  indication 
that  the  action  may  at  all  be  necessary, 
some  unit  leaders  feel  that,  if  Allied  as  a 
national  body  rejects  the  trade  practice 
program,  local  units  will  take  it  upon  their 
own  to  endorse  it,  provided  there  is  a 
favorable  consensus  of  membership  in  those 
states. 

Meanwhile,  Allied  as  a national  associ- 
ation is  gaining  strength.  Within  the  past 
year,  all  of  New  York  state  has  been  or- 
ganized in  a solid  front  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Max  A.  Cohen.  Another  unit  has 
been  established  in  Philadelphia  as  oppo- 
sition to  UMPTO,  whose  membership 
covers  northern  New  Jersey,  Delaware  and 
eastern  Pennsylvania. 

One  or  two  more  units  may  be  added 
during  the  current  year.  This  may  take 
the  form  of  new  organizations  in  given 
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(Continued  from  page  6) 

companies  to  always  treat  with  la- 
bor in  specific  situations  or  areas 
because  of  union  hook-ups  that  trail 
into  production  and  thereby  bear  on 
negotiations  frequently  affected  by 
circumstances  thousands  of  miles  re- 
moved from  the  actual  point  at  is- 
sue. Under  divorcement,  they  say, 
the  national  picture  can  be  for- 
gotten and  labor  localized  with 
probable  savings.  This  may  be  anti- 
labor, but  it  would  be  pro-circuit, 
as  these  particular  seers  view  it. 

From  the  Waist 

Deep  from  the  waist,  two  bows. 
One  in  the  direction  of  Pathe  News 
for  its  special  called  "Review  of 
the  Year.”  The  other  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Paramount  News  for  "A  Year 
of  Contrasts."  In  the  Pathe  release 
which  replaces  the  usual  newsreel. 


All  Major  Accounts 
In  Paramount  Bag 

New  York — Every  important  major  and 
independent  circuit  accoimt  has  been 
closed  by  Paramount  for  the  current  sea- 
son with  only  a few  minor  situations  in 
each  territory  yet  to  be  signed  up  before 
the  new  selling  season  gets  under  way. 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  sales,  presided  at  the  mid-winter  three- 
day  sales  session  at  the  Coronado  Hotel 
in  St.  Louis  over  the  weekend.  Division  and 
district  managers,  in  addition  to  a num- 
ber of  home  office  executives,  attended. 
New  product  and  plans  for  the  annual  12- 
week  sales  drive  were  among  the  topics 
discussed. 

Oscar  A.  Morgan,  new  southern  divi- 
sion manager,  arrived  from  Atlanta  Wed- 
nesday to  take  up  his  new  duties  and  the 
following  day  left  for  St.  Louis  with  the 
home  office  contingent. 

Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  manager, 
was  the  only  representative  from  the  pro- 
duction center  in  attendance. 


Columbia  Dividend 

New  York — Columbia’s  board  has  de- 
clared a 21/^  per  cent  stock  dividend  on 
the  common  stock,  payable  March  15  to 
stockholders  on  record  as  of  March  1. 


territories  or  accepting  the  membership 
of  independent  units  heretofore  unaffili- 
ated with  either  national  exhibitor  asso- 
ciation. 


H.  V.  Kaltenborn  skims  the  high- 
lights of  1938's  news  developments 
and,  by  contrasting  sharply  the  ac- 
tual clips  which  his  narration  ver- 
bally illustrates,  does  a courageous 
job  on  behalf  of  democracy. 

In  the  Paramount  release,  the  ap- 
proach in  the  dramatic  formula 
contrasting  actual  news  develop- 
ments with  the  simple  re-enactment 
of  a father  explaining  to  his  son 
the  fundamentals  of  the  Bill  of  Rights 
covers  the  same  ground,  if  by  a 
different  route. 

Both  are  excellent.  Both  should 
have  been  done  and  now  have  been 
done.  They  exemplify  the  function 
of  the  newsreel  more  directly  at- 
tuned to  the  facts  and  the  trends 
of  the  times.  That,  we  argue,  is 
what  newsreels  ought  to  be  doing 
more  regularly.  It  may  be  a mixture 
of  the  editorial  with  the  news. 

It  is  also  the  truth. 
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New  Pathe  Plan  Is 
Up  Before  SEC 

New  York — Attorneys  for  Pathe  filed  a 
new  reorganization  plan  with  SEC  over 
the  weekend  and  expect  approval  from 
Washington  in  a few  days.  On  Decem- 
ber 30,  Pathe  lawyers  appeared  before  SEC 
and  orally  recited  terms  of  the  new  plan 
which  were  submitted  in  writing  Friday. 

Directors  have  already  approved  the 
plan  although  several  of  them  are  out  of 
town.  Robert  Young  is  vacationing  in 
Bermuda  and  approved  it  over  long  dis- 
tance telephone.  The  others  also  were 
contacted  by  telephone. 

Stockholders  are  scheduled  to  receive 
printed  copies  of  the  plan  this  week,  the 
date  contingent  on  SEC’s  approval.  The 
detail  was  outlined  in  brief  in  the  last 
issue  of  Boxoffice  and  provides  for  set- 
ting up  a new  subsidiary,  Pathe  Labora- 
tories, for  the  operation  of  the  Bound 
Brook  plant  and  also  for  paying  divi- 
dends received  from  DuPont  stock  to  the 
Pathe  stockholders  instead  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

The  original  plan  promulgated  by 
Young  and  O.  Henry  Briggs,  president, 
called  for  liquidation  and  sale  of  the  as- 
sets to  a group  currently  interested  in  the 
operations  of  Pathe.  It  was  turned  down 
by  the  stockholders. 

Pathe  stockholders  on  record  as  of 
January  16,  are  eligible  to  attend  the  spe- 
cial stockholders’  meeting  the  company 
has  called  for  February  16. 

New  York  Allied  Meeting 
Scheduled  Wednesday 

New  York  — The  local  membership  of 
Allied  of  New  York  will  meet  Wednesday  at 
the  office  of  Max  A.  Cohen,  president. 
The  session,  originally  scheduled  for  last 
Wednesday,  was  put  off  until  this  Wednes- 
day. At  the  meeting,  various  topics  to  be 
presented  to  the  national  Allied  board  at 
its  meeting  January  16-17  in  Washington 
will  be  discussed,  including  the  trade  prac- 
tice conferences. 

On  Monday,  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  local  Allied  unit,  pre- 
sides at  a meeting  of  the  Buffalo  member- 
ship at  the  Statler  Hotel.  A permanent 
vice-president  and  secretary  are  scheduled 
to  be  elected  then.  On  January  23,  a sim- 
ilar session  will  be  held  at  the  Ten  Eyck, 
Albany,  with  Kelly  presiding. 


Cohen,  Kosch  and  Kelly 
To  Allied  Meeting 

New  York — Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of 
Allied  of  New  York  State;  Harry  G. 
Kosch,  attorney,  and  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
executive  secretary,  will  leave  the  end  of 
the  week  for  Washington  to  attend  the 
annual  national  Allied  board  meetings  to 
be  held  January  17-18  at  the  Carlton 
Hotel.  They  will  also  attend  the  Founders’ 
dinner  to  be  held  the  first  night  of  the 
two-day  session. 


Fox  Chain  Name  Band 
Policy  at  Zenith 

New  York — With  approximately  15  Na- 
tional Theatres  in  the  midwest  and  Rocky 
Mountain  region  booking  name  band 
showsi,  no  increase  in  the  number  of  the- 
atres is  expected  during  the  coming  year, 
according  to  Aubrey  Schenck,  chief  booker. 
Many  of  the  bands  booked  during  the 
past  few  months  have  been  disappointing, 
Schenck  states,  and  unless  business  con- 
ditions generally  improve  the  circuit  will 
not  experiment  on  further  bookings. 

Among  the  cities  where  these  attrac- 
tions play  are  Topeka,  Wichita,  Kansas 
City,  Green  Bay,  Madison,  Denver  and 
Springfield,  Mo.  Schenck  was  in  Kansas 
City  conferring  with  E.  C.  Rhoden, 
Fox  Midwest  operating  head,  during  the 
week  on  future  attractions.  He  has  re- 
turned to  his  headquarters  here. 


Kuykendall  in  New  York 
For  Board  Meeting 

New  York — Ed  Kuykendall,  president 
of  the  MPTOA,  is  in  town  and  on  Mon- 
day convenes  with  the  organization’s 
executive  board  on  the  trade  practice  pro- 
gram. Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th- 
Fox,  and  William  F.  Rodgers,  are  slated  to 
meet  with  the  MPTOA  committee  on  Tues- 
day in  an  effort  to  work  out  final  details 
concerning  proposals  and  language  for  the 
trade  practice  draft. 

Lewen  Pizor,  head  of  UMPTO  of  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  southern  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware  and  a member  of  the  MPTOA 
executive  board,  has  been  in  town  during 
the  last  week  with  his  bride,  the  former 
Mae  Peezick.  The  couple  leaves  for  a 
Miami  honeymoon,  January  15. 


Stage  Show  Policy  in 
38th  Cocalis  House 

New  York — Sam  Cocalis  has  taken  over 
the  Riviera,  Brooklyn,  from  Randforce 
and  inaugurated  a stage  show  policy  in 
conjunction  with  films.  This  makes  the 
38th  unit  in  the  Cocalis  circuit.  The  latest 
financial  report  of  the  circuit  shows  that 
Cocalis  has  $8,800,000  invested  in  the  the- 
atres and  not  one  outstanding  mortgage 
on  any  of  them. 

During  the  past  few  days,  Cocalis  has 
signed  up  for  Universal’s  product  100  per 
cent. 


Max  Cohen  May  Lease 
New  Theatre  Planned 

New  York — Max  A.  Cohen,  who  former- 
ly operated  the  George  M.  Cohan  Theatre, 
is  expected  to  take  over  the  lease  on  a 
new  theatre  to  be  constructed  on  the  site. 
The  Fitzgerald  Building  and  Cohan  'The- 
atre are  now  being  demolished. 

With  Harry  Brandt  and  Cohen  now 
smoking  the  pipe  of  peace,  it  is  unUkely 
Cohen  will  have  any  competition  for  the 
house  unless  this  develops  from  Arthur 
L.  Mayer,  who  runs  the  Rialto. 


'Gulliver'  Expected 
By  Next  Xmas 

New  York — Paramount  expects  to  have 
“Gulliver’s  Travels,”  its  first  feature- 
length  cartoon,  ready  for  release  next 
Christmas.  Max  Fleischer  and  400  artists 
and  musicians  are  toiling  away  on  the 
picture  in  Fleischer’s  Miami  Beach  “fairy- 
land.” 

The  facts  and  the  imagery  come  from 
Lou  Diamond,  head  of  Paramount’s  short 
subject  department,  who  has  returned 
from  a visit  to  Fleischer’s  Florida  piant. 

Diamond  is  enthusiastic  about  Fleis- 
cher’s patented  third  dimension  treat- 
ment of  a travesty  on  war.  He  also 
promises  certain  unusual  “entertainment” 
angles  that  he  declines  to  reveal. 

Although  the  company  does  not  begin  to 
formulate  its  short  subject  schedule  for 
the  new  season  until  February  of  each 
year.  Paramount  undoubtedly  will  have 
the  same  numerical  lineup  as  the  current 
program,  according  to  Diamond.  He  said 
he  has  settled  on  but  one  phase  of  the 
1939-40  schedule,  this  being  30  one-reel 
cartoons  from  Fleischer,  24  of  which  will 
be  black  and  white  with  six  in  color. 


Policy  Changes  Made  in 
Two  Si  Fabian  Units 

New  York — Active  operation  by  Si  Fa- 
bian of  nine  Staten  Island  theatres,  of 
which  eight  are  on  lease  from  the  Sol 
Brill  estate,  has  brought  an  immediate 
change  of  policy  in  two  units.  The  Para- 
mount, under  lease  from  Paramount,  and 
the  St.  George  are  now  running  duals 
throughout  the  week,  whereas  the  twin 
feature  policy  formerly  obtained  only  on 
a first  half  split  week  basis. 

Aside  from  shifting  Sidney  Deneau  from 
Albany  to  handle  bookings  for  his  new 
operations,  Fabian  says  he  plans  no  other 
realignment  of  personnel  of  Par-Land, 
the  organization  previously  operating  the 
houses.  Involved  in  the  takeover  are  the 
Paramount,  Liberty,  St.  George,  Ritz, 
Capitol,  Strand,  Stadium,  Palace  and 
New  Dorp. 

Fabian  will  continue  the  Par-Land  name 
and  already  has  transferred  books  and 
records  to  his  own  offices  in  the  Para- 
mount Building. 


Allied  Group  to  Meet  Day 
Ahead  to  Study  Draft 

Washtngton — Allied’s  negotiating  com- 
mittee will  meet  here  one  day  in  advance 
of  the  annual  board  meeting,  January  17- 
18,  for  consideration  of  the  distributors’ 
trade  practice  proposals. 

To  obtain  the  fullest  cross-section  of 
opinion  on  the  trade  practice  draft  and 
the  continuation  of  the  organization’s  leg- 
islative program,  directors  are  being  urged 
to  bring  two  or  three  alternates  or  ad- 
visers. Agenda  calls  for  election  of  offi- 
cers, selection  of  time  and  place  for  the 
next  convention  and  routine  organization 
business. 
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Admission  Tax  Continuance 
Is  Urged  by  the  President 


Few  Trade  Bills 
Reach  Hopper 


Washington — Continuance  of  the  ad- 
mission tax,  at  least  until  such  time  as  en- 
actment of  a more  scientific  revenue  law 
permits  consideration  of  its  elimination, 
was  urged  upon  Congress  by  President 
Roosevelt,  in  his  annual  budget  message. 

“I  am  recommending  the  re-enactment 
of  the  excise  taxes  which  will  expire  in 
June  and  July  of  this  year,”  he  explained, 
‘‘not  because  I regard  them  as  ideal  com- 
ponents of  our  tax  structure,  but  because 
their  collection  has  been  perfected,  our 
economy  is  adjusted  to  them,  and  we 
cannot  afford  at  this  time  to  sacrifice  the 
revenue  they  represent. 

“If  the  Congress  should  at  this  session 
adopt  new  taxes  more  scientifically 
planned  to  care  for  the  defense  and  agri- 
cultural problems,  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  existence  of  these  new  taxes  will  en- 
able us  in  a later  year  to  give  considera- 
tion to  abolish  some  of  the  present  excise 
levies.” 

Treasury  estimates  of  receipts,  as  car- 
ried in  the  budget,  place  the  expected 
revenue  from  the  admission  tax  for  the 
current  fiscal  year  at  $18,400,000,  but  an- 
ticipate an  increase  during  the  fiscal  year 
1940  to  $19,200,000.  Actual  receipts  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  last, 
were  $20,8000,779. 

Old  Estimates  Stand 

Comparison  of  the  latest  estimate  for 
the  current  year  with  that  submitted  to 
Congress  in  January,  1938,  shows  that 
the  treasury  has  seen  no  reason  to  amend 
the  figures  it  then  submited  for  admission 
tax  collections  for  the  current  fiscal  year, 
and  actual  collections  for  the  first  five 
months  of  the  period  indicated  that  the 
department’s  estimate  is,  if  anything,  con- 
servative. Actual  revenues  from  July  1 to 
November  30  were  $8,294,197,  or  only  $251,- 
421  under  the  collections  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  in  1937. 

No  indication  was  given,  either  in  the 
President’s  message  or  in  the  accompany- 
ing budget,  of  any  increase  in  federal  film 
activities  during  the  coming  fiscal  year, 
although  no  disclosure  is  made  as  to  what 
many  of  the  emergency  agencies  plan  to 
spend  for  particular  purposes. 

Only  film  expenditures  listed  as  such  in 
the  budget  are  $79,000  for  motion  picture 
activities  of  the  department  of  agricul- 
ture and  $85,000  for  film  service  for  the 
“Navy  circuit”  of  ships  and  shore  stations. 
Both  items  are  the  same  as  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year. 

Significant  among  the  appropriations 
contemplated  by  the  budget,  however,  is 
the  doubling  of  the  fund  assigned  the  de- 
partment of  justice  for  enforcement  of  the 
anti-trust  statutes  imder  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  Thurman  Arnold.  Increased 
from  $413,894  for  the  fiscal  year  1938  to 
$780,060  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  the 
appropriation  is  to  be  further  increased  to 
$1,530,000  for  the  coming  year. 

This  is  in  line  with  the  views  of  Arnold 
that  his  division,  with  some  30  laws  to 
enforce,  should  be  given  a staff  commensu- 
rate with  its  task,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  federal  trade  commission 


Chain  Pact  Power 
Test  Is  Near 

Washington — Final  decision  as  to  the 
legality  of  contract  provisions  restricting 
the  operations  of  second  and  subsequent- 
run  exhibitors  will  be  rendered  within  a 
few  weeks  by  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  which  is  slated  to  hear  arguments 
Wednesday  on  the  Texas  anti-trust  cases, 
in  which  the  department  of  justice  in 
1937  secured  a favorable  verdict  in  the 
district  court. 

Coming  before  the  supreme  court  after 
many  months  of  delay  occasioned  by  fail- 
ure of  the  Texas  tribunal  to  set  forth  its 
findings  of  fact  and  decision  in  conformity 
with  the  rule,  necessitating  a return  of 
the  case  for  appropriate  action  after  argu- 
ment was  heard  last  spring,  the  suit  repre- 
sents an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment to  relieve  independent  exhibitors 
from  “indirect  control”  by  large  circuits. 

Defendants  to  the  suits  are  the  major 
distributors  and  Interstate  Circuit,  Inc., 
and  Texas  Consolidated  Theatres,  Inc., 
two  chains  alleged  to  enjoy  a virtual 
monopoly  in  first-run  exhibition  in  most 
of  the  larger  cities  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico  and  also  to  operate  a number  of 
second  and  subsequent-run  houses  in  com- 
petition with  independents. 

The  government  charges  the  defendants 
with  violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
act  in  the  use  of  certain  license  agree- 
ments between  the  chains  and  the  dis- 
tributors, under  which  restrictions  al- 
legedly were  imposed  on  admission  prices 
and  the  showing  of  double  features  barred 
by  smaU  exhibitors.  The  agreements,  it 
was  charged  by  the  government,  prohibited 
the  dualling  by  any  second  or  subsequent- 
run  house  of  pictures  shown  first-run  by 
the  circuits  and  called  for  a minimum  ad- 
mission of  25  cents  when  showing  pictures 
for  which  the  circuit  theatres  charged  40 
cents.  The  court  restrained  the  future 
use  of  such  agreements. 

Chicagoans  Outlining 
Refugee  Fund  Plans 

Chicago — ^Plans  for  solicitation  of  funds 
within  the  industry  for  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Fund  $2,000,000  refugee  work  drive  were 
to  be  formulated  late  Friday  at  a Chicago 
industry-wide  meeting  at  the  Congress 
Hotel.  Exhibitors — circuit  and  indepen- 
dent alike — exchange  men  and  others  were 
expected  to  attend.  Heading  the  com- 
mittee are  John  Balaban  and  Jack  Kirsch. 


and  other  enforcement  agencies,  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  but  one  or 
two  statutes,  have  long  had  staffs  and  ap- 
propriations many  times  as  great  as  those 
of  the  anti-trust  division. 


Washington  — Few  measures  dealing 
with  motion  pictures — none  of  them  new 
— were  introduced  in  either  Senate  or 
House  at  the  opening  of  the  76th  Congress. 

Only  about  1,100  bills  and  resolutions 
were  submitted  in  the  House  on  the  open- 
ing day,  about  half  the  normal  number 
due  probably  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  new  members  who  will  move  slowly 
until  they  learn  the  ropes,  and  of  these 
only  four  were  aimed  at  the  film  industry. 

Two  of  the  bills  were  the  well-known 
anti-block  booking  measures  sponsored  last 
session  by  Representatives  Andrew  Edmis- 
ton  (Dem.)  of  West  Virginia  and  Francis 
D.  Culkin  (Rep.)  of  New  York.  A com- 
panion bill  to  the  Edmiston  measure  has 
been  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Senator 
Matthew  M.  Neely  (Dem.)  also  of  West 
Virginia. 

The  only  other  bills  were  Culkin’s  mea- 
sure for  creation  of  a federal  motion  pic- 
ture commission,  “to  protect  the  industry 
against  unfair  practices  and  monopoly, 
provide  just  settlement  of  complaints  of 
unfair  dealings  and  provide  for  the  manu- 
facture of  wholesome  pictures  at  the 
sources  of  production,”  and  the  long-pend- 
ing bill  for  revision  and  consolidation  of 
the  copyright  laws,  offered  by  Representa- 
tive J.  Burrwood  Daly  (Dem.)  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

None  of  these  bills  is  likely  to  receive 
any  consideration  in  the  near  future,  in 
view  of  the  suit  now  pending  in  New  York 
and  the  investigations  which  are  being 
carried  on  by  the  temporary  national  eco- 
nomic committee. 


Metro  Auditors  Back  to 
Field  After  Meeting 

New  York — ^M-G-M’s  traveling  auditors 
have  returned  to  the  field  after  a four- 
day  annual  convention  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 
While  here,  the  men  were  under  the  wing 
of  A.  F.  Cummings,  head  of  exchange 
operations,  and  C.  K.  Stern,  assistant  trea- 
surer. William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager,  and  other  home  office  execu- 
tives attended  a few  sessions.  A banquet 
was  held  on  the  eve  of  the  men’s  depar- 
ture. 

Those  who  attended  were  Parke  D. 
Agnew,  Charles  W.  Aaron,  John  J.  Ash, 
Thomas  F.  Grady,  Robert  L.  Long,  William 
Marsh,  C.  J.  School  and  J.  H.  Zimmerman. 
Florence  Ehrlich,  Cummings’  secretary, 
and  Rose  L.  Klein,  his  assistant,  also  were 
present. 


Ellis,  Auten  Confer 

New  York — Gordon  Ellis,  managing  di- 
rector of  British  Empire  Films,  Ltd.,  of 
Australia,  and  representative  of  Norman 
Ridge,  financial  head  of  Greater  Union 
Theatres,  arrived  on  the  Franconia  for  a 
three-week  visit  here  and  conferences  with 
Capt.  Harold  Auten,  American  representa- 
tive for  the  Australian  circuit. 
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Would  Alter  Quota 
For  Australia 


American  Italian  Withdrawal 
May  Darken  95%  of  Houses 


New  York — Modification  of  the  New 
South  Wales  quota  which  provides  a 25 
per  cent  cancellation  clause  for  exhibi- 
tors is  held  likely  by  Dan  Michalove,  di- 
rector of  National  Theatres,  who  is  back 
at  his  desk  after  a five-month  trip  to 
Australia. 

Michalove,  accompanied  by  Irving  Barry, 
made  the  trek  to  size  up  the  situation 
there.  It  was  the  first  time  that  National 
Theatres,  which  has  a large  interest  in 
the  Hoyt  circuit  of  Australia,  has  had  its 
own  personal  representatives  visit  that 
country. 

According  to  Michalove,  conditions  in 
Australia  follow  the  United  States  and 
when  he  left  early  in  December,  he  re- 
ports, there  was  a slight  slump. 

Theatre  construction  is  negligible,  he 
says,  but  there  is  a great  deal  of  re- 
modeling. One  of  the  reasons  is  the 
licensing  clause  which  provides  the  gov- 
ernment must  approve  requests  for  build- 
ing new  theatres  and  restricts  such  re- 
quests to  British  interests. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  film  bill  en- 
courages Australian  production  by  guar- 
anteeing overdrafts  of  the  producing  com- 
panies, Michalove  sees  little  chance  of  any 
activity  along  those  lines.  There  has  been 
a lot  of  talk  for  it,  he  states,  but  it’s 
doubtful  whether  they  will  make  much 
progress. 


Says  "Monopoly  Resentment" 

Caused  Australian  Curb 

New  York — Resentment  of  independent 
exhibitors  against  the  “monopolistic”  ten- 
dencies of  American  distributors  in  Aus- 
tralia, according  to  Gordon  Ellis,  general 
manager  of  British  Empire  Films,  Ltd.,  a 
subsidiary  of  Greater  Union  Theatres,  is 
largely  responsible  for  the  enactment  of 
the  New  South  Wales  bill. 

The  bill,  which  was  passed  early  last 
December,  has  a number  of  striking  fea- 
tures. Exhibitors  are  now  entitled  to  can- 
cellation privileges  up  to  25  per  cent. 
British  pictures  benefit  by  the  quota  pro- 
vision which  states  that  at  least  15  per 
cent  of  the  playing  time  has  to  be  British 
product. 

Important  to  Australian  production  are 
the  provisions  which  state  2^/^  per  cent 
of  the  playing  time  must  be  Australian  pic- 
tures and  the  government  guarantee  on 
overdrafts  to  producers. 

On  the  last  score,  Ellis  estimates  local 
production  will  be  stepped  up  to  turn  out 
about  a dozen  films  at  the  Cine  Sound 
studios  in  Sydney.  Cine  Soimd,  he  informs, 
is  also  a subsidiary  of  GUT. 

Other  noteworthy  portions  of  the  bill 
are  the  licensing  clause  which  states  that 
permits  for  building  new  theatres  require 
government  permission  and  forbids  such 
privileges  to  foreign  interests,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a three-man  film  board 
with  a wide  latitude. 

An  important  point  for  American  dis- 
tributors is  the  clause  which  states  the 
new  standard  contract  supersedes  all  pre- 
vious agreements,  Ellis  points  out. 

Ellis  adds  there  is  a strong  desire  for 


Will  Finance  Own 
British  Films 

New  York — Paramount  will  finance  its 
own  production  in  England,  John  W. 
Hicks  jr.,  head  of  the  company’s  foreign 
activities,  told  Boxoffice  just  before  he 
sailed  on  the  Manhattan  for  England.  Re- 
ports have  been  current  that  David  Rose, 
managing  director  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution in  England,  was  seeking  money 
for  producing  there. 

Hicks  stated,  “That’s  one  thing  we  don’t 
have  to  worry  about.  We  have  the  money 
and  are  going  ahead.”  First  under  the  re- 
quirements of  10  to  12  for  the  second  quota 
year  will  be  “French  Without  Tears.”  A 
Hollywood  personality  will  go  abroad  for 
the  leading  role,  but  Hicks  added  no  one 
had  yet  been  chosen. 

Hicks  is  planning  to  visit  England. 
France  and  Scandinavia  with  Adolph  Zu- 
kor,  who  will  meet  him  in  London.  After 
approximately  eight  weeks  in  Europe, 
Hicks  will  return  to  New  York  while  Zukor 
will  continue  on  to  South  America.  In 
June,  both  Zukor  and  Hicks  will  head  for 
Australia. 

While  in  England,  Hicks  will  assist  Rose 
in  setting  up  the  Paramount  British  pro- 
duction program  for  the  second  quota 
year.  The  first  year’s  commitments  have 
already  been  met. 


Five  Paramount  Coast-Made 
Films  for  South  America 

New  York — Paramount  will  not  produce 
in  Latin  America,  but  will  have  five  Span- 
ish films  for  the  South  American  market, 
John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  foreign  head,  states. 
The  quintet  is  being  produced  on  the  coast 
and  Tito  Guizar  is  the  star  in  all  five, 
three  of  which  have  already  been  com- 
pleted. The  other  two  are  now  in  prepara- 
tion and  will  be  completed  in  the  next  few 
months. 


Film  "Pan-America" 

Hollywood — Columbia,  in  the  spring, 
starts  production  on  “Pan-America,” 
capitalizing  on  and  emphasizing  the  Ad- 
ministration’s “good  neighbor”  policy. 
Cary  Grant  draws  top  spot. 


the  development  of  a home  film  industry. 
He  envisages  the  time  when  Australian 
pictures  can  be  distributed  here  on  a 
profitable  basis.  When  he  leaves  for  Hol- 
lywood in  about  two  weeks,  Ellis  says,  he 
will  attempt  to  sign  up  talent  for  the 
Australian  production. 

The  purpose  of  Ellis’s  trip  is  to  acquaint 
himself  with  executives  of  Monogram  and 
Republic  with  whom  GUT  does  business. 
In  England,  Ellis  discussed  with  govern- 
ment officials  a reciprocal  film  agreement 
which  he  thinks  may  be  adopted  shortly. 


New  York — American  film  companies 
have  retired  10,000  prints  from  circula- 
tion in  Italy,  as  of  January  1,  when  the 
new  Italian  decree  against  film  imports 
became  effective,  and  are  expecting  ap- 
proximately 95  per  cent  of  theatres  in  that 
country  to  go  dark  by  January  15. 

Italian  audiences  and  distributors  are 
said  to  have  depended  on  American  prod- 
uct as  their  backbone  in  entertainment 
and,  with  the  curtailment  of  output  from 
this  country,  theatres  in  Italy  will  be  bur- 
dened with  too  much  of  a handicap  and 
will  be  forced  to  close,  it  is  stated  by 
executives  of  the  foreign  departments  in 
American  companies. 

All  American  offices  have  discharged 
all  employes  with  indemnities  provided  by 
law  according  to  years  of  service  with 
each  organization.  It  is  also  learned  that 
prominent  individuals  and  delegations 
have  approached  Premier  Mussolini  in  an 
effort  to  change  his  views  on  the  situa- 
tion, but  so  far  no  developments  have 
come  through. 

Major  companies  are  presenting  a solid 
front  in  the  Italian  situation  and,  where 
some  have  had  contracts  with  local  dis- 
tributors, they  have  been  canceled  and 
prints  formerly  in  their  possession  either 
burned  or  destroyed,  it  is  stated. 

Foreign  heads  of  major  companies  and 
executive  heads  met  Wednesday  at  the 
Hays  office  to  discuss  the  contractual 
situation.  Attorneys  held  that  the  decree 
vitiates  existing  contracts  and  American 
firms  are  not  obligated  beyond  January  1. 

There  has  been  talk  of  four  companies 
breaking  away  from  the  solid  stand  in 
Italy,  but  this  has  been  “pooh-poohed” 
by  an  important  foreign  head. 

American  producers  see  the  loss  in  the 
Italian  market  as  a dent  in  foreign  grosses, 
but  hold  that  the  decision  to  witndraw  un- 
less If  Duce  abolishes  the  ENIC,  the  gov- 
ernment monopoly,  must  be  taken  to  pre- 
serve otner  foreign  markets  where  onerous 
and  obnoxious  restricuions  might  be  im- 
posed. 

Columbia  to  Produce 
Seven  Mexican  Films 

New  York — Columbia  has  entered  into 
a seven-picture  Spanish  language  produc- 
tion deal,  calling  for  part  financing  and 
world  distribution  rights.  Two  Mexican 
producers  have  been  engaged  and  will 
produce  in  Mexico. 

Jose  Buenos  will  make  three  pictures 
with  minimum  budgets  set  at  150,000  pesos 
each.  Grovas  & Co.  will  produce  four,  with 
minimum  budgets  set  at  125,000  pesos  each. 
The  Grovas  deal  gives  the  producer  Mexi- 
can distribution  rights. 

In  the  past,  Columbia  has  engaged  in 
the  distribution  of  Spanish-language  pic- 
tures with  Mexican  product  made  for  the 
open  market;  that  is,  open  to  the  highest 
bidder.  Under  terms  of  the  current  pact, 
the  company  has  a voice  in  all  produc- 
tion matters. 
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New  "Final  Stretch" 
For  RKO  Revamp 


New  York  — While  Judge  Bondy  ap- 
proves the  RKO  reorganization  with  modi- 
fications, he  thinks  that  the  stockholders’ 
assents  necessary  to  confirmation  are  in 
poor  shape.  Therefore,  again  postponed, 
the  anticipated  final  clearance  is  sched- 
uled for  January  26. 

The  delay  was  largely  at  the  request  of 
Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  counsel  of  the  Atlas 
Corp.  group,  who  are  proponents  of  the 
plan. 

Judge  Bondy  said:  “The  consents  are 
in  poor  shape.  They  may  be  technically 
sufficient,  but  they  do  not  show  great 
care  in  preparation.  I will  require  con- 
clusive proof  of  consent.” 

With  exception  of  the  need  to  rephrase 
one  clause  covering  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  the  Rockefeller  Center  claim, 
and  the  final  state  of  the  consents,  the 
proposed  plan  with  minor  modification 
appears  heading  for  confirmation. 

Albany  Film  Trade  Honors 
Deneau  With  Dinner 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Sidney  Deneau,  trans- 
ferred as  chief  booker  in  the  Albany  of- 
fice of  Fabian  Theatres  to  New  York 
headquarters,  was  honored  last  week  at 
a dinner  by  managers  of  local  exchanges. 

The  young  executive  was  presented  with 
a wrist  watch  by  Bernard  Kranze,  RKO 
district  manager.  Harry  G.  Black,  man- 
ager of  Proctor’s  Troy,  a Fabian  house, 
toastmastered. 

Among  the  speakers  were:  Louis  R. 
Golding,  Fabian  divisional  manager; 
Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M  Albany  manager; 
Clayton  G.  Eastman,  Paramount  district 
manager;  S.  J.  Ullman,  manager  of  Fabian 
theatres  in  Schenectady. 


Schaeier  Meets  With 
District  Managers 

New  York — George  J.  Schctefer,  RKO 
president,  met  here  olficially  over  the 
weekend  with  district  managers  and 
addressed  them  at  a two-day  meeting 
called  by  Jules  Levy,  general  sales 
manager,  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

Plans  were  outlined  for  handling 
"Gunga  Din,"  “Great  Man  Votes,"  and 
"Love  Affair."  All  ore  booked  into  the 
Music  Hall,  "Gunga  Din"  opening  there 
January  26. 

No  Sunday  Penalty 
In  Philadelphia 

Philadelphia  — Nineteen  local  theatre 
operators,  charged  with  violating  the  Sun- 
day Movie  Act  of  1935  by  holding  midnight 
shows  on  New  Year’s  eve,  were  acquitted 
here  Thursday  by  Magistrate  James  W. 
McBride  with  the  sentiment  “it’s  safer 
for  patrons  to  be  in  theatres  than  out  on 
the  streets”  on  that  eve  of  high  hilarity. 

The  magistrate,  in  his  decision,  said  the 
theatre  operators  “had  no  intention  of 
violating  the  Sunday  laws.” 

Similar  charges  lodged  against  40  other 
theatres  here  probably  will  be  dropped, 
inasmuch  as  Assistant  City  Solicitor  James 
F.  Ryan  said  he  would  not  appeal  the 
decision. 

Action  against  theatre  operators  fol- 
lowed a stern  warning  by  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Forney,  who  said  he  would  institute  pro- 
ceedings against  police  officials  if  they 
failed  to  make  theatres  toe  the  line  over 
the  New  Year’s  weekend. 

Night  clubs  also  defied  the  Sunday 
ordinance.  Thus  far,  they  have  escaped 
prosecution. 


Freeman  Due  Before 
Product  Parleys 

New  York — Y.  Frank  Freeman  is  due 
here  from  the  west  coast  on  Friday  for 
production  conferences  with  Barney  Bala- 
ban.  Paramount  president,  and  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  sales  chief. 

Before  leaving  for  a mid-winter  sales 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  Agnew  told  Box- 
office  Paramount’s  production  program 
this  season  will  probably  have  the  same 
number  of  releases  as  last  year.  Produc- 
tion details  will  be  taken  up  with  Free- 
man. 

Starting  March  1,  Paramount  wUl  hold 
its  annual  three  months’  sales  drive  as 
last  year. 

Harry  Sherman,  producer  of  the  “Hop- 
along  Cassidys,”  will  make  six  pictures  for 
Paramount  release  next  season,  with  Wil- 
liam Boyd  again  starring.  Sherman  is  at- 
tending the  sales  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 


Irving  Dellinger  Suddenly 
Quits  N,  /.  Allied  Helm 

New  York — Giving  as  his  reason  “pres- 
sure of  personal  business,”  Irving  Bol- 
linger suddenly  resigned  as  president  of 
Allied  of  New  Jersey  and  was  succeeded 
immediately  by  George  Gold,  former  vice- 
president. 

Harry  Kridel  of  Newark  has  been 
elected  to  fill  Gold’s  unexpired  term,  with 
Dollinger  replacing  Kridel  on  the  board. 

Bollinger  was  unanimously  elected  to 
his  second  term  as  president  at  the  or- 
ganization’s annual  convention  in  Atlantic 
City,  October  20.  Gold  will  hold  his  post 
for  the  balance  of  the  one-year  term. 

Allied’s  next  meeting  takes  place  at  the 
Hotel  Lincoln  here  Tuesday,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a state-wide  meeting  in  Trenton, 
January  23. 


Three  Spanish-Language 
Productions  for  UA 

New  York — United  Artists  has  aug- 
mented its  production  roster  to  include 
three  Spanish-language  pictures  in  keep- 
ing with  the  company’s,  international 
policy. 

Fortunio  Bona  Nova  has  been  engaged 
to  produce  as  well  as  act  in  the  produc- 
tions, the  first  of  which  is  to  be  made 
in  Hollywood.  The  others  will  be  pro- 
duced in  Mexico.  The  initial  effort  will 
be  based  on  a current  Mexican  best-seller 
with  a modem  theme.  'The  producer  will 
appear  in  it  as  co-star  with  Andrea  Palma. 
It  will  be  released  in  March. 


— MetropoLtan  Photos 

L046  Bags:  2,092,000  Letters — About — 

This  is  only  part  oj  the  mail  received  at  Movie  Quiz  contest  headquarters 
in  one  day.  Other  bags,  left-right-bottom,  are  out  of  the  camera  range. 


Ludwig  Lawrence  Due  in 
U.  S.  for  Loew  Confab 

Paris — Ludwig  Lawrence,  Loew’s  repre- 
sentative for  the  continent  and  India, 
expects  to  sail  within  a few  days  for  the 
United  States  for  home  office  conferences 
with  Arthur  M.  Loew. 
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How  N.  Y.  Allied  Members  Bought 


New  York — November  film  deals  viade  by  members  of  Allied  of  New  York  State 
place  Columbia  in  the  lead.  The  breakdown : 

% PAID 

Over  Compared  With  Last  Year 


Companies 

Contracts 

Flat 

% 

Split 

Same 

More 

Less 

Columbia 

25 

9 

6 

20 

1 

M-G-M 

19 

19 

14 

4 

Monogram 

6 

6 

4 

2 

Paramount 

15 

4 

11 

5 

8 

1 

RKO 

18 

8 

10 

11 

1 

6 

Republic 

11 

11 

9 

2 

20th-Fox 

21 

17 

2 

2 

9 

9 

1 

United  Artists 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Universal 

9 

7 

2 

4 

5 

Warner  Bros. 

IS 

1 

15 

1 

10 

1 

3 

Columbia  Tops  List 
Of  Allied  Pacts 

New  York — Columbia  sold  the  greatest 
number  of  contracts  to  Allied  of  New 
York  state  members  with  20th  Century- 
Fox  running  a close  second  in  November 
when  26  theatres  reported  signing  145 
pacts  for  the  1938-39  season. 

All  major  and  two  independent  com- 
panies are  included  in  the  survey.  Co- 
lumbia contracts  totaled  25,  20th-Fox,  21; 
M-G-M,  19;  RKO,  18;  Warners,  16;  Pai’a- 
mount,  15;  Republic,  11;  and  Universal,  9. 

M-G-M  sold  more  percentage  deals, 
while  20th-Fox  sold  more  accounts  flat 
rentals,  the  survey  shows.  In  the  per- 
centage contract  division,  M-G-M  leads 
with  19  and  Warners  are  second  with  15, 
Paramount  running  third  with  11,  and 
RKO  fourth  with  10.  Second  to  20th-Fox 
with  17  in  the  flat  rental  category  is  Re- 
public with  11  and  Columbia  third  with 
nine  and  RKO  fourth  with  eight.  United 
Ai'tists,  Republic  and  Monogram  are  the 
only  companies  listed  as  not  selling  any 
percentage  deals. 

The  bulletin  sent  out  to  members  states 
the  “product  survey  proves  theatre  own- 
ers in  New  York  State  bought  selective 
contracts  for  1938-39,”  whereas,  the  con- 
tention is  that  previously  the  Allied  men 
have  not  been  able  to  buy  that  way. 

According  to  a spokesman  for  the  or- 
ganization, upstate  exhibitors  are  not  being 
forced  to  buy  shorts  but  given  the  right 
to  buy  as  many  as  they  need  from  all  com- 
panies. The  situation  in  the  metropolitan 
New  York  area  is  said  to  be  different  with 
some  members  complaining  they  cannot 
make  deals  for  features  unless  some  shorts 
are  included. 

The  chart  for  November  shows  not  only 
the  new  deals  made  but  also  the  compari- 
sons with  last  year. 


Webb  of  Smalley  Circuit 
Again  Assemblyman 

New  York — William  T.  A.  Webb,  con- 
nected with  the  Smalley  circuit  in  Sidney 
and  the  legislature’s  only  theatre  man- 
ager, took  the  oath  this  week  for  the 
second  time  as  assemblyman.  He  repre- 
sents Delaware  county.  Last  year  was  his 
first  of  service.  He  is  a Republican  with 
an  unusual  background.  Born  in  Unadilla 
48  years  ago,  Webb  was  educated  for  the 
ministry.  Later  he  lectured  on  the  Chau- 
tauqua circuit  and  then  served  as  a 
Chamber  of  Commerce  executive  in  Or- 
lando, Fla. 

After  moving  to  Sidney  in  1929,  he  be- 
came interested  with  William  C.  Smalley 
in  real  estate  and  housing,  as  president  of 
the  Greater  Sidney  Building  Corp.  Last 
year,  Webb’s  occupation  was  given  in  the 
official  Red  Book  as  “real  estate,”  but  in 
the  new  Clerk’s  Manual  he  is  listed  as 
“theatre  manager.”  Webb  has  served  for 
some  years  as  president  of  the  Sidney 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  as  supervisor 
of  the  town  of  Sidney. 


French  Theatre  Tax 
May  Close  All 


Washington  — ■ Faced  with  new  taxes 
ranging  from  3.6  to  15  per  cent  of  their 
net  receipts,  Paris  theatres  plan  to  close 
their  doors  in  protest,  in  a movement 
which  may  lead  to  a nationwide  shutdown, 
it  is  declared  in  a cable  from  Commercial 
Attache  Daniel  J.  Reagan  at  Paris  to  the 
department  of  commerce,  made  public  by 
Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief  of  the  motion 
picture  division. 

In  announcing  the  new  taxes  January  1, 
effective  immediately,  the  Paris  municipal 
council  admitted  that  it  had  made  the- 
atres the  “goat”  in  its  effort  to  raise  funds 
rather  than  risk  the  wrath  of  the  populace 
by  imposing  new  taxes  on  dwellings  or 
foodstuffs. 

The  decree  provides  for  taxes  of  3.6 
per  cent  on  theatres  with  net  monthly  re- 
ceipts up  to  30,000  francs;  9 per  cent  for 
theatres  with  receipts  between  30,000  and 
50,000  francs;  12  per  cent  for  theatres  with 
receipts  of  50,000  to  100,000  francs,  and 
15  per  cent  for  theatres  with  larger  re- 
ceipts. 

The  commercial  attache’s  cable  quoted 
French  press  reports  to  the  effect  that  a 
syndicate  of  film  house  owners  had  voted 
unanimously  to  close  their  theatres  for 
one  week  as  a protest  against  the  levy.  The 
closing  of  the  city  theatres  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  closing  of  suburban  houses, 
with  a possibility  of  the  situation  develop- 
ing into  a nationwide  shutdown  in  two 
weeks  if  the  burden  of  the  tax  is  not  lifted. 


F-M  Planning  to  Drop 
St  Louis  Orpheum 

St.  Louis  — F&M  will  drop  the  Or- 
pheum when  the  lease  expires  next  August. 
The  house  has  been  dark  for  over  a year. 
Last  year,  the  circuit  eliminated  the  Shu- 
bert  Rialto  from  its  local  string.  Both 
houses  were  acquired  by  F&M  from 
Warner  when  a settlement  was  reached 
several  years  ago  in  the  civil  action  in- 
stituted by  the  government  against  War- 
ner, Paramount  and  RKO. 


Distributor  Saving 
On  New  York  Tax 

New  York — Distributors  whose  opera- 
tions come  within  the  scope  of  the  city’s 
two  per  cent  sales  tax  stand  to  save  from 
$75,000  to  $100,000  through  an  agreement 
reached  with  Mayor  LaGuardia  and  the 
comptroller’s  office. 

This  is  the  closing  chapter  in  the  tedious 
court  proceedings  that  arose  in  March, 
1935  when  the  city  sought  to  assess  dis- 
tributors penalties  and  interest  for  non- 
payment of  the  tax.  Distributors  lost  the 
case  as  it  applied  to  deliveries  within  the 
city  hmits.  They  were  upheld  in  their 
stand  the  tax  should  not  apply  to  deliveries 
made  to  New  Jersey  accounts. 

The  compromise  agreement  to  pay  a flat 
six  per  cent  interest  charge,  bringing  the 
aggregate  from  all  companies  to  about 
$54,000,  followed  the  appearance  of  a dele- 
gation of  industry  attorneys  at  City  Hall, 
where  they  protested  that  other  industries 
had  obtained  a “deal.”  The  usual  penalty 
for  failure  to  pay  the  assessment  is  five 
per  cent,  plus  one  per  cent  per  month 
from  the  day  payment  was  due.  Since  the 
case  was  in  litigation  almost  two  years, 
during  which  no  payments  were  made,  the 
total  sum  would'  have  been  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  $144,000. 


New  Orleans  Exchanges 
Ask  Tax  Base  Slash 

New  Orleans — Reductions  in  the  city 
and  state  tax  assessments  for  1939  are 
asked  in  petitions  filed  in  the  civil  dis- 
trict court  by  six  distributors  here.  Each 
of  the  concerns,  according  to  their  peti- 
tions, was  assessed  on  a basis  of  $50,000 
worth  of  merchandise  in  1938. 

The  firms  and  the  assessments  they 
asked  for  1939: 

Vitagraph,  $2,574;  Universal,  $4,067.49; 
Republic,  $1,640;  M-G-M,  $6,383.59; 
United  Artists,  $1,318.44,  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, $39,399.72.  Universal  also  asked 
that  its  tax  assessment  for  furnishings 
and  fixtures  be  reduced  from  $4,500  to 
$899.14. 
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Now  It's  Republic  in  Cuba — 

Tropical  Film  de  Cuba  is  Republic’s  new  distributor  in  the  island  republic. 
Here  the  deal  is  recorded.  Left  is  Nestor  Sanchez,  treasurer  of  the  company, 
then  Izor  Lichtenstein,  its  vice-president  and  general  manager,  and  finally 
Morris  Goodman,  Republic’s  vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution. 
The  scene  is  Havana. 

N.  Y.  Critics  Broadcast  Their 
Best  With  "Citadel”  Leading 


Distributors  Avoid 
W.  Va.  Taxation 


New  York — With  the  nation’s  radio 
audience  invited  to  listen  in,  ceremonies 
attending  the  awarding  of  plaques  and 
scrolls  by  the  New  York  Film  Critics  for 
the  year’s  outstanding  picture  and  other 
achievements  taxed  the  services  of  the 
management  of  a very  crowded  Rainbow 
Room,  Sunday.  The  awards,  which  led  off 
with  “The  Citadel”  capturing  the  spot 
for  the  best  of  1938,  were  attended  by  an 
elaborate  cocktail  party. 

To  James  Cagney,  for  his  role  in  “Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces,”  and  Margaret  Sulla- 
van,  who  essayed  Pat  Hollman  in  “Three 
Comrades,”  went  the  “best  performance” 
designations.  Alfred  Hitchcock,  director 
of  “The  Lady  "Vanishes,”  was  voted  the 
best  director.  A special  award  went  to 
Walt  Disney  for  “Snow  White.”  “Grand 
Illusion”  was  named  the  best  foreign- 
language  film. 

It  took  four  ballots  before  the  18  critics 
from  the  metropolitan  newspapers  who 
voted  agreed  on  “The  Citadel.”  Runnersup 
included  “To  the  Victor,”  “Sing  You  Sin- 
ners,” “The  Lady  Vanishes,”  “In  Old  Chi- 
cago,” “Blockade”  and  “Three  on  a Week 
End.”  Cagney  gained  the  majority  two- 
thirds  only  after  nine  ballots.  His 
closest  competitors  were  Will  Fyffe,  John 
Garfield  and  Spencer  Tracy.  Others  con- 
sidered were  Charles  Laughton,  Robert 
Morley,  Edward  Ellis,  Robert  Montgomery, 
Franchot  Tone,  John  Barrymore  and 
Ralph  Richardson. 

Miss  Sullavan’s  closest  competitors  were 
Wendy  HiUer,  Alice  Brady  and  Katharine 
Hepburn.  It  was  after  seven  ballots  that 


“Grand  Rlusion”  was  chosen  as  top  in 
the  foreign  language  class.  Runnersup 
were  “Professor  Mamlock,”  “Ballerina,” 
and  “Carnet  de  Bal.”  Trailing  Hitchcock 
in  the  directors’  division  were  Garson 
Kanin,  Frank  Capra  and  John  Cromwell. 

Critics  who  participated  in  the  voting 
were  Frank  Nugent,  B.  R.  Crisler  and 
Bosley  Crowther  of  the  New  York  Times; 
Howard  Barnes  and  R.  W.  Dana,  Herald- 
Tribune;  Kate  Cameron,  Wanda  Hale  and 
Dorothy  Masters,  Daily  News;  Bland 
Johaneson,  Daily  Mirror;  Leo  Mishkin, 
Morning  Telegraph;  William  Boehnel, 
World-Telegram;  Archer  Winsten  and 
Irene  Thirer,  Post;  Rose  Pelswick  and 
Regina  Crewe,  Journal  American;  Herbert 
Cohn,  Brooklyn  Eagle;  Edgar  Price,  Brook- 
lyn Citizen,  and  David  Platt,  Daily  Worker. 

Three  Metro  Winners 
In  Magazine  Poll 

New  York — M-G-M  has  chalked  up 
three  winners  in  the  annual  Parents’  Maga- 
zine poll  for  the  most  outstanding  pic- 
tures for  family  and  juvenile  audiences. 
The  trio  are  “Boys  Town,”  “Of  Human 
Hearts”  and  “Test  Pilot.”  Monogram  and 
UA  came  through  with  two  each.  The 
two  Monograms  are  “Romance  of  the 
Limberlost”  and  “Boy  of  the  Streets.” 
The  UA  duo  are  ‘"The  Adventures  of  Tom 
Sawyer”  and  “Driuns.”  Paramount  also 
has  two,  “The  Buccaneer”  tind  “Men  With 
Wings.”  Warner  is  represented  by  “The 
Adventures  of  Robin  Hood”  and  RKO  by 
“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.” 


Washington  — Motion  picture  distribu- 
tors who  maintain  no  offices  in  West 
Virginia  are  not  subject  to  that  state’s 
gross  receipts  tax,  it  is  held  by  the  su- 
preme court. 

The  court’s  decision  affirms  a verdict 
of  the  federal  district  court,  holding  that 
United  Artists  Corp.  is  engaged  only  in 
interstate  commerce,  so  far  as  its  West 
Virginia  operations  are  concerned,  and  are 
not,  therefore,  subject  to  the  state  tax. 

The  decision,  however,  provides  no  re- 
lief for  West  Virginia  exhibitors,  who  are 
required  to  pay  the  tax  of  one-half  of  one 
per  cent  on  their  gross  receipts,  including 
that  portion  thereof  which  is  destined  to 
go  to  the  distributors. 

The  supreme  court  opinion  that  the  tax 
did  not  apply  to  United  Artists  is  based 
on  the  facts,  not  disputed  by  the  state 
authorities,  that  all  contracts  with  ex- 
hibitors in  West  Virginia  were  approved 
or  rejected  in  New  York,  that  films  are 
shipped  to  exhibitors  from  exchanges  out- 
side the  state  and  are  shipped  back  to 
such  exchanges  or  to  other  exhibitors, 
and  that  payments  under  exhibition  con- 
tracts are  to  be  made  to  exchanges  in 
other  states,  the  company  having  no  ex- 
change or  office  in  West  Virginia. 


The  state  authorities  unsuccessfully  ar- 
gued that  the  company  is  engaged  in  do- 
ing business  within  the  state  to  sufficient 
extent  to  make  it  amenable  to  the  tax 
law,  but  the  courts  held  that  all  its  trans- 
actions are  in  interstate  commerce,  upon 
which  the  tax,  if  held  valid,  would  con- 
stitute a burden. 


New  Monogram  Branch 
Opened  in  Manila 

New  York — Monogram  has  established 
a new  exchange  in  Manila  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  according  to  Norton  V. 
Ritchey,  foreign  manager.  The  branch  wUl 
distribute  Monogram  product  exclusively 
and  will  release  this  year  all  of  the  com- 
pany’s 1937-38  and  1938-39  program, 
which  includes  82  features  and  westerns. 
W.  H.  Brown  is  branch  manager. 


Juxtaposition 

Again 

Hollywood — The  Paramount  publicity 
department  announces  that  “for  a 
scene  in  her  current  picture,  'Never 
Say  Die,'  Martha  Raye  is  kissed  by  a 
bear." 

The  next  item  in  the  news  release 
goes:  “Following  the  banquet  given 
recently  for  the  University  of  Arkan- 
sas football  team  in  Paramount's  stu- 
dio commissary  20  menus  were  miss- 
ing." 
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Fair,  Still  Four  Months  OH, 
Has  Trade  Localites  Gloomy 


Allied  10  Years 
Old  Sunday 

Washington — Sunday  will  mark  the 
tenth  aimiversary  of  the  founding  of 
Allied  States  Ass'n.  To  commemorate 
the  occasion  there  will  be  a Founders' 
Dinner  in  honor  of  the  survivors  of 
those  who  signed  the  original  under- 
writers' agreement.  These  include  W. 

A.  Steffes,  H.  M.  Richey,  James  C.  Rit- 
ter, H.  A.  Cole,  B.  D.  Cockrill  and  Her- 
man Blum.  In  addition,  several  others 
who,  while  not  signatories,  were  active 
in  the  formation  of  Allied,  have  been 
invited,  namely,  Glenn  Cross,  Charles 
L.  Casanave  and  Andy  Gutenberg. 

Block  GTP  Efforts 
To  Renew  Fight 

Washington — Renewed  efforts  of  Gen- 
eral Talking  Pictures  Corp.,  to  continue 
its  fight  against  the  “electrics”  were 
thwarted  when  the  supreme  court  re- 
jected a petition  for  rehearing  of  the  case 
in  which  recently,  for  the  second  time, 
the  company  was  held  to  have  infringed 
patents  on  audio  amplifiers  and  tubes. 

In  its  original  decision,  the  court  held 
that  use  in  talking  picture  equipment  of 
amplifiers  and  tubes  restricted  by  license 
notice  to  radio  reception  constituted  in- 
fringement of  patent.  The  company  sought 
and  secured  a reconsideration  of  the  case, 
only  to  have  the  court  confirm  its  orig- 
inal attitude,  in  both  instances  Associate 
Justice  Hugo  L.  Black  dissenting.  An- 
other petition  for  rehearing  was  denied. 

Because  of  the  administration  investiga- 
tion of  patent  and  other  monopolies,  the 
General  Talking  Pictures  case  has  assumed 
an  importance  far  beyond  that  of  the  usual 
infringement  suit,  with  the  department  of 
justice  intervening  as  amicus  curiae 
in  the  second  argument. 

Defense  of  the  suit  was  based  on  the 
contention  that  the  company  had  bought 
and  paid  for  the  amplifiers,  which  had 
been  manufactured  by  a licensee  of  the 
patent  holder,  and  that  the  patent  owner 
could  not  control  the  use  to  be  made  of  his 
patented  article  after  it  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a purchaser  in  the  regular 
course  of  business.  To  this  viewpoint. 
Associate  Justice  Black  agreed,  but  the 
court  majority  held  that  the  company  in- 
fringed patent  when  it  arranged  for  the 
purchase  of  the  amplifiers. 


"Dark  Victory"  Full  Page 
Ads  for  14  Fan  Mags 

New  York  — Pull  page  advertisements 
on  “Dark  Victory”  will  appear  in  the 
March  issues  of  14  fan  magazines  with  a 
total  circulation  of  17,325,548,  the  publica- 
tions being  Motion  Picture,  Screen  Book, 
Hollywood,  Movie  Story,  Photoplay,  Mod- 
ern Screen,  Movie  Mirror,  Modern  Movies, 
Movie  Life,  Screenland,  Silver  Screen,  Pic- 
ture Play,  Screen  Guide  and  Screen  Ro- 
mances. 


Women's  Magazine 
Surveys  Films 

New  York — Among  vital  matters  of  the 
day  is  the  disclosure  77  per  cent  of  Amer- 
ican women  think  films  are  becoming  more 
entertaining;  89  per  cent  did  not  recog- 
nize an  offensively  vulgar  film  during 
1938  and  nine  per  cent  voted  “Snow  White” 
the  best  picture  of  the  past  year. 

The  data  is  revealed  in  the  February 
Ladies'  Home  Journal  in  a nationwide 
survey  on  “What  the  Women  of  America 
TTiink  About  Entertainment.”  The  poll 
purports  to  cover  the  opinions  of  37,000,000 
women. 

There  is  an  even  division  on  whether 
films  should  show  scenes  of  women  drink- 
ing, but  66  per  cent  of  farm  women  and 
62  per  cent  of  small  town  women  did 
object  to  such  scenes.  Whether  women 
should  be  seen  smoking  also  brought  a 
split  vote:  62  per  cent  holding  no  objec- 
tion, while  57  per  cent  of  farm  women 
and  50  per  cent  of  small  town  women 
disapprove. 

Ninety-one  per  cent  think  children  un- 
der 14  should  be  allowed  to  go  only  to 
recommended  fUms,  and  69  per  cent  would 
not  permit  them  to  see  more  than  one 
picture  a week.  By  a small  majority  there 
is  no  objection  to  advertising,  or  commer- 
cial films  in  theatres. 


Publisher  Brewster  Cremated 

New  York  — The  body  of  Eugene  V. 
Brewster,  veteran  fan  magazine  publisher, 
was  cremated  here  Monday. 


New  York — The  World’s  Fair  is  less  than 
four  months  away  and  independent  ex- 
hibitors already  are  looking  forward  to  a 
gloomy  season  when  the  onrush  of  visitors 
begins  the  latter  part  of  April. 

Independent  circuit  heads  and  smaller 
operators  see  the  Fair  as  a boon  for  legiti- 
mate theatres  in  the  Times  Square  district 
and  are  predicting  much  of  the  regular 
trade  for  film  emporiums  on  Broadway  will 
be  lost  in  the  shuffle  of  sightseers  to 
Flushing  Meadows. 

The  contention  is  that,  as  soon  as  the 
Fair  makes  its  bow,  neighborhood  clientele 
will  spend  many  afternoons  and  evenings 
taking  in  the  various  sights  and  exhibits 
on  Long  Island  and  that  this  will  seriously 
dig  into  the  theatre  takes. 

As  for  Broadway  film  houses,  the  major 
circuits  are  tr5ang  to  find  ways  and  means 
of  getting  New  Yorkers  and  visitors  to 
stay  on  the  Main  Stem  evenings.  The 
film  fare  alone,  it  is  stated,  will  not  be 
enough  to  divert  the  attention  of  World 
Fair-minded  patronage.  Some  houses 
plan  to  book  stellar  star  names  as  added 
attractions  while  some  circuit  heads  are 
still  open  to  ideas. 

However,  the  legitimate  theatres  are 
not  expected  to  be  hurt  in  the  melee,  the 
contention  here  being  that  out-of-towners 
always  prefer  seeing  Broadway  shows  with 
original  casts  and  hard-and-fast  theatre- 
goers will  first  get  in  their  quota  of  plays 
before  taking  time  off  to  visit  the  fair 
grounds. 


Bogart  Rogers  Resigns 

Hollywood  — Bogart  Rogers  has  re- 
signed as  production  executive  at  Para- 
mount. 


Took  It  OH  the  Map — 

H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  right,  discusses  source  material  for  “Review  of  the  Year,” 
Pathe  News’  record  of  1938’s  highlights,  with  Frederic  Ullman  jr.,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Pathe  News,  and  Frank  Donovan,  production  manager. 
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JjDDIE  ALPERSON  is  touring  Grand  Na- 
tional exchanges  and  is  not  due  back 
from  the  coast  for  another  week  or  so 
. . . The  Ritz  Brothers  are  mourning  the 
loss  of  their  father.  Max  Joachim,  a re- 
tired hat  manufacturer  . . . Arrivals  on 
the  Washington  from  England  were  Doug- 
las Fairbanks  sr.,  Doris  Keane,  Vera  Berg- 
man and  Irving  Asher  . . . Eddie  Schnitzer 
and  Roy  H.  Haines  are  back  to  town  after 
trips  to  the  field  . . . Irving  Barry  brought 
back  with  him  a couple  of  souvenirs  from 
the  Kangaroo  country,  but  he’s  holding  on 
to  them  as  remembrances  of  his  trip  half 
way  around  the  world. 

Frank  J.  Taylor  gives  the  lowdown  on 
Dr.  Attilio  Henry  Giannini.  better  known 
as  “Doc,”  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Satur- 
day Evening  Post  under  the  heading  “He’s 
No  Angel”  . . . Morris  Kleinernian  is  re- 
issuing 12  Charlie  Chaplin  comedies  . . . 
Ruth  Schwerin  has  been  laid  up  at  home 
until  a minor  ailment  . . . George  West  is 
visiting  the  Monogram  studios  until  his 
wife  . . . Albert  Lewin,  Paramount  pro- 
ducer, is  here  for  a preliminary  vacation 
before  sailing  for  England. 

Arthur  Lee  is  enjoying  the  Florida  cli- 
mate so  much  he  has  extended  his  stay 
until  Monday  . . . George  Fraser  of  Alec 
Moss’  staff  was  the  center  of  attraction  as 
he  engaged  Elsa  Lanchester  in  Broadway 
sidewalk  conversation.  One  passerby 
thought  he  was  Charles  Laughton  . . . 
Charles  Curran,  in  Hollywood,  is  working 
with  George  Bricker  on  an  original,  “Tire 
Coster  Swindle  Case,”  for  Columbia  . . . 
Arthur  Israel,  Barney  Balaban’s  assistant, 
hasn’t  taken  a vacation  in  five  years  and 
is  timid  about  starting  now  for  fear  he 
won’t  know  how  to  relax  . . . Leonard 
Picker  is  recuperating  after  trying  to  ne- 
gotiate, on  foot,  three  Times  Square  blocks 


on  New  Year’s  eve  . . . C.  C.  Moskowitz 
observes  his  26th  anniversary  with  Loew’s, 
January  20  . . . Oscar  A.  Doob  began  his 
tenth  year  with  the  company  ’Wedne- 
day  . . . Fi'ed  Mitchell  chalks  up  34th  Loew 
birthday  Thursday  . . . Irving  Helfont, 
head  of  M-G-M’s  contract  department,  is 
on  vacation,  upstate,  looking  for  snow. 

Dorothy  Aylesworth.  daughter  of  Merlin 
H.  and  Mrs.  Aylesworth,  was  married  to 
Robert  G.  Knott  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  on 
Wednesday.  Many  film  men  attended,  in- 
cluding Phil  Reisman  and  Gradwell  L. 
Sears  . . . Dinty  Moore  luncheoneers:  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  Joe  Unger,  Charlie  Reagan  and 
Milt  Kiisell,  Hal  Halperin  and  John  C. 
Flinn,  Lowell  V.  Calvert,  Grad  Sears  and 
the  Fox  Movietone  crowd,  headed  by  Tru- 
man H.  Talley,  that  formerly  haunted  the 
Tavern  when  Toots  Shor  was  master-of- 
ceremonies.  Incidentally , Toots  probably 
will  open  a restaurant  of  his  own  shortly. 

Leopold  Friedman  will  vacation  in 
Miami  the  latter  part  of  February  . . . 
Grace  Moore  returned  from  abroad  on  the 
Conte  Di  Savoia.  On  Saturday,  Charles 
Skouras  and  his  family  sailed  for  Greece 
on  the  same  liner  . . . J.  P.  Friedhof,  Mono- 
gram treasurer,  is  back  on  the  coast  after 
a short  visit  to  the  home  office  . . . Frank 
Walker  has  been  given  added  duties  at 
RCA’s  plant  at  Camden.  He  is  now  man- 
ager of  the  Victor  and  Bluebird  record  de- 
partment in  addition  to  manager  of  Vic- 
tor’s broadcast  transcriptions  . . . Lacey 
W.  Kastner,  general  sales  manager  for 
UA  Export,  Ltd.,  returned  to  London  on 
the  Champlain  after  a brief  visit  to  the 
home  office. 

Dave  Loew  is  remaining  in  town  for 
several  more  weeks  before  returning  to  the 
coast  . . . Frank  Newman  sr.,  has  returned 
to  his  Seattle  headquarters  after  a vaca- 


tion in  Honolulu  . . . Jerry  Safron  is  back 
at  his  desk  in  the  Columbia  Los  Angeles 
exchange  after  a trip  to  Honolulu  with 
A.  Montague  . . . Abe  Blumstein,  local 
20th-Fox  salesman,  is  disporting  a Miami 
tan  these  days  . . . Paul  Benjamin’s  wife 
entered  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  at  East 
Orange,  N.  J.,  over  the  weekend  for  an 
operation  . . . Ralph  Rolan  is  lining  up  a 
diversified  program  for  the  next  Ampa 
meeting,  January  12,  at  the  Astor  . . . 
Louis  Phillips  of  Paramount’s  legal  staff 
has  been  in  Washington  for  several  days 
. . . Harry  Ross  is  en  route  to  Miami  for  a 
vacation. 

George  Scharf  of  Oscar  Doob’s  depart- 
ment is  hobbling  around  on  an  infected 
foot  . . . Morris  Goodman,  starting  the 
new  year  on  the  right  foot,  paid  off  a $1 
bet  he  has  owed  Arche  Mayer  ever  since 
Army  beat  Princeton  on  the  fall  gridiron 
. . . Louis  Weinberg  heads  for  Florida  the 
end  of  the  month  . . . Walter  and  Mrs. 
Reade  return  from  California  and  a slice 
of  Santa  Anita,  Monday  . . . Bill  Barnett, 
vice-president  of  Massce,  sails  for  South 
America  next  week  . . . Edwin  Sonz  of 
Theatre  Poster  Supply  Co.  of  Cincinnati, 
spent  the  week  here,  winding  up  with  the 
National  Poster  Service  convention. 

E.  K.  “Ted”  O'Shea  and  Tom  Connors  a 
symphony  of  sidewalk  animated  conversa- 
tion . . . Ditto  Abe  Schneider  and  Nate 
Spingold  . . . Abe  Montague  is  due  in  Los 
Angeles,  Thursday,  and  at  his  desk  Mon- 
day after  that  jaunt  to  Honolulu  . . . 
Meyer  Beck,  Al  Margolies,  Manny  Silver- 
stone,  and  Morris  Helprin  hosted  Bill 
Boehnel  to  a Lindy  lunch  ...  So  did  Sol 
Edwards  for  Philadelphia  visitor,  Sol 
Krugman,  while  Frank  Carroll,  Pete 
Rosian  and  Walter  Reade  jr.,  broke  the 
same  table’s  bread.  Reade  jr.,  is  eyeing  an 


Schenck  Takes  His  Official  Family  to  Lunch — 

It  can  happen  here,  and  it  does — once  a year.  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  invites  his  official  family  to  join  him  and  break 
bread,  and  that’s  what  they  are  doing,  this  group  from  Loew’s-M-G-M.  Flanked  at  the  table  that  runs  from  left  to  right  are 
Marvin  Schenck,  in  front  of  the  checkered  tablecloth;  Judge  Isidore  Frey,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Schenck,  Charles  C.  Mosko- 
ivitz,  J.  Robert  Rubin.  Leopold  Friedman  and  Joseph  R.  Vogel.  In  the  group  that  runs  up  and  down,  at  the  extreme  left,  are, 
top  down,  Eugene  Picker,  J . T.  Mills,  Harry  Karasik,  Maurice  Seidletz,  Seymour  Mayer,  Dominic  Barrecca,  Sidney  Pier- 
mont,  Fred  Mitchell  and  Oscar  A.  Doob.  Facing  this  group,  are,  top  down.  Irving  Greenfield,  Mel  Morgenstern,  Charles 
Moss,  Jay  Eisenberg,  Archie  Weltman,  Gene  Myers,  Joel  Levy,  Max  Wolff,  and  Lawrence  Beatus.  In  the  second  row  from  the 
right,  top  down,  are  Mike  Rosen.  John  Murphy,  Arnold  Bernstein,  Ernest  Emerling,  William  Dooms,  Dolph  Schadler  and 
Harry  Moskowitz.  Extreme  right,  top  down,  are  S.  H.  Mein  hold,  E.  K.  O’Shea.  Edward  Saunders,  Tom  Connors,  Harry 
Bernstein  and  Sidney  Gelfand. 
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eight-day  Nassau  cruise  aboard  the  Man- 
hattan as  of  January  27.  The  idea  appeals 
to  Krugman  in  a large  way  . . . Harry  Gold 
and  Martin  Starr  filled  up  a Lindy  booth 
. . . Oscar  Morgan’s  occupation  of  Al 
Wilkie’s  Paramount  publicity  office  has 
sent  Wilkie  to  the  quarters  formerly  occu- 
pied by  Tom  Waller,  with  Tom  and  Herb 
Berg  now  sharing  the  same  compartment. 

Irving  Greenfield  spent  his  New  Year’s 
weekend  in  Atlantic  City  . . . Claire  Tre- 
vor is  in  town  for  a short  vacation.  On 
January  19,  she  will  appear  on  the  Kate 
Smith  air  show  . . . Leon  Schlesinger,  short 
subject  producer  for  Warners,  is  here  on 
his  annual  visit  and  stopping  at  the  Astor, 
as  usual  . . . Earl  Sweigert,  Philadelphia 
Paramount  branch  manager,  was  in  town 
again  and  this  time  had  Herman  Lorber 
of  the  home  office  as  his  luncheon  guest 
at  the  Astor  Hunting  Room  . . . Harold 
Orlob’s  song,  “Tliat’s  How  Dreams  Should 
End”  makes  its  radio  debut  Monday  on 
the  Guy  Lombardo-“Lady  Esther”  pro- 
gram. Incidentally,  Orlob  is  the  producer 
of  “ . . . one-third  of  a nation”  with 
Sylvia  Sidney,  the  picture  having  been 
made  at  the  Astoria  studios. 

Thornton  Kelly  left  for  Buffalo,  Satur- 
day, for  the  first  of  a series  of  Allied  of 
New  York  regional  meetings  . . . H.  M. 
Richey  is  expected  to  be  in  Washington 
when  Allied  holds  its  national  board  ses- 
siojis,  January  16-17.  His  family  moves  m 
from  Detroit,  February  1 . . . Rube  Jack- 
ter  golfed  at  Pinehurst,  N.  C.  for  the  holi- 
days . . . Sam  Rinzler  is  feeling  much  bet- 
ter these  days.  His  son.  Dr.  Seymour,  has 
returned  from  a Bermuda  honeymoon  and 
is  710W  interning  at  Bellevue  Hospital. 

With  the  current  issue  of  the  Dynamo, 
20th-Fox  house  organ,  out  of  the  way, 
Roger  Perri  and  the  missus  embarked  for 
a month’s  vacation  in  Miami  . . . Already 
basking  in  the  sun  are  Fi’ancis  J.  Har- 
ley and  Ben  Miggins  who  leave  Florida 
in  time  to  meet  Walter  J.  Hutchinson, 
20th-Fox’s  foreign  manager,  on  the  coast 
January  18  . . . William  Kupper,  western 
sales  manager,  E.  H.  Collins,  and  Bill  Clark 
were  in  Atlanta  for  a divisional  sales 
meeting  . . . Phil  Gerard  is  in  Baltimore 
where  he  is  ballyhooing  “Ballerina”  at  the 
Little  Theatre  there  . . . Sol  Kravitz,  of 
Loew’s  foreign  department  staff,  is  a full- 
fledged  lawyer  now.  He  passed  his  bar 
exams  with  flying  colors  . . . Mary  Elder, 
of  the  same  floor,  is  attracting  consider- 
able attention  by  her  dextrously-woven 
curls. 

Frank  Seltzer,  Hal  Roach  publicity  and 
advertising  head,  has  returned  to  the  coast 
after  a two-week  visit  here  . . . James 
Cagney  is  vacationing  at  his  farm  at  Mar- 
tha Vineyard,  Mass.  . . . Al  and  Harry  Ritz 
joined  Jimmy  here  for  the  holidays  . . . 
Frank  Deakins,  RCA  vice-president,  is 
back  from  England  where  he  visited  the 
various  studios  . . . George  J.  Schaefer, 
Ned  E.  Depinet  and  Jules  Levy  are  back 
from  a Christmas-New  Year’s  vacation  at 
Miami  Beach  . . . Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
and  his  family  will  leave  for  Miami  this 
week,  now  that  his  visit  to  the  studios  is 
behind  him. 

Arnold  Bernstein,  son  of  Dave,  went 
skiing  in  Montreal  over  the  holiday  week- 
end . . . Lou  Kaufman  of  Warner’s  real 
estate  department,  made  of  one  his  periodic 


Conversation  Piece  at  Lunch — 

UA  marked  the  presence  in  New  York  of  Milton  H.  Bren,  executive  producer 
of  “Topper  Takes  a Trip,’’  with  a Rainbow  Room  luncheon.  Some  ate  and 
some  talked,  as  this  demonstrates.  As  the  clock  goes,  Charles  E.  Leivis,  Jack 
Alicoate,  Martin  Quigley,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  John  Nolan,  Bren,  Murray 
Silverstone  and  Clayton  Bond.  Harry  Gold,  Leon  D.  Netter  and  Jules  E. 
Brulatour  have  their  backs  to  the  camera’s  eye. 


Clayton  Bond  and  Leonard  Schles- 
inger of  Warner  Theatres  listening  to 
Murray  Silverstone,  not  in  the  photo. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Harry  D.  Buckley,  vice-president  of 
United  Artists,  douig  the  usual  stint 
for  the  photographer . 


Cleveland  visits  during  the  week,  and,  as 
usual,  on  business  . . . Harold  B.  Frank- 
lin gave  up  the  Broadway  scene  for  New 
Year’s  and  found  Chicago  more  to  his  lik- 
ing . . . James  Mulvey  and  L.  Jack  Schlai- 
fer  took  a New  Year’s  cruise  to  Bei’muda 
. . . Dave  Blum  spent  the  holidays  at  his 
chateau  near  Morristown,  N.  J. 

Edwin  W.  Aaron,  assistant  to  William  F. 
Rodgers,  is  a year  older,  but  refuses  to 
take  it  seriously  . . . Lou  Diamond,  head 
of  Paramount’s  short  subject  department, 
on  his  return  from  Miami  where  he  con- 
ferred with  Max  Fleischer  at  his  new 
studio  regarding  forthcommg  product, 
shoved  off  almost  immediately  for  the 
company’s  regional  sales  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  . . . Bernard  arid  Louis  Brandt  head 
for  Miami  Beach,  January  15  . . . Elsa 
Lanchester  will  have  completed  appear- 


ances on  four  radio  broadcasts  during  her 
brief  visit  here  from  England.  The  last  will 
be  on  Cal  Tinney’s  “If  I had  the  Chance” 
show  over  WJZ,  January  10. 

Eddie  Saunders’  trip  to  Honolulu  is  off. 
Bill  Scully,  however,  is  plotting  such  a 
journey  and  Sam  Frisch  may  head  the 
same  way  . . . Robert  Goldstein  is  mourn- 
ing the  loss  of  his  mother  . . . George 
Batcheller  jr.,  is  back  in  Hollywood  after 
an  extended  stay  here  following  the  death 
of  his  father  . . . Monroe  Greenthal  re- 
turned Tuesday  from  a couple  of  days  in 
Montreal  . . . When  Cal  Swanson  hurries 
for  his  usual  train  to  Harrison,  he  says  he 
has  a date  to  keep  with  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  . . . Walter 
Wanger  is  due  from  Hollywood  the  end 
of  the  month  . . . Joe  Moskowitz  heads  for 
(Continued  on  page  30-B) 
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jpiLMROW  was  well  represented  among 

the  judges  of  the  annual  Mummers 
parade  last  Monday.  Among  them  were 
Oscar  Neufeld,  Abe  Einstein,  Harry  Biben, 
and  Louis  Goldsmith.  For  Einstein  it  was 
the  39th  year  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
cession . . . Theatremen  breathed  a sigh 
of  relief  this  week  when  it  was  announced 
that  the  next  time  New  Year’s  Eve  will 
fall  on  a Saturday  night  again  will  be  in 
1949!  ...  It  will  be  that  long  again  be- 
fore they’ll  have  to  figure  out  what  to 
do  with  their  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight 
shows  that  flout  the  blue  laws. 

Vine  Streeters  were  shocked  to  hear  of 
the  sudden  death  of  Fire  Captain  Thomas 
McGill,  who  was  in  charge  of  theatre  fire 
regulations  for  the  city.  He  died  in  the 
Philadelphia  General  Hospital  on  Tues- 
day following  a short  illness  . . . Con- 
dolences to  Allen  Lewis  of  the  Dante  The- 
atre, whose  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Fannie 
Smeyne,  died  while  visiting  him  on  Tues- 
day . . . South  Philly  exhibitors  com- 
plained that  the  extra  Mummers  parade 
on  Monday  night  knocked  the  props  out 
of  their  New  Year’s  business. 

Ben  Greeber  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Admiral  Theatre  to  the  Rialto.  The 
control  of  the  latter  house  was  reportedly 
passed  from  the  Yaffe  interests  to  the 
Affiliated  chain  . . . Jack  McNeil  is  getting 
ready  to  leave  the  Europa  Theatre  when 
the  week  is  out  . . . Sid  Stanley  is  adding 
an  Amateur  Night  at  his  Fay’s  Theatre 
next  week  . . . Bill  Porter’s  middle  name 
has  at  last  been  revealed.  It’s  “Zion”  . . . 
The  proceeds  of  a midnight  show  at  the 
Grand  Theatre  last  week  was  donated  to 
the  Allied  Appeal  for  German  Refugees. 
The  personnel  of  the  house  gave  their 
services  gratis  for  the  showing. 

All  young  men  and  women  who  were 
born  during  the  war  were  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  “War  Baby  Week’’  at  the  Lib- 
erty Theatre  in  connection  with  the  show- 
ing  of  “Submarine  Patrol’’  . . . Lionel 
Stander,  film  comic,  delivered  a serious 
talk  before  the  local  unit  of  the  League 
for  Peace  and  Democracy  last  Sunday. 
Stander  is  currently  making  a personal 
appearance  at  the  Earle  Theatre  . . . Film 
critics  paid  tribute  at  a luncheon  here  to 
Lois  Wilson,  one-time  screen  favorite,  now 
appearing  in  the  stage  play,  “The  Women.” 

Irvin  Shapiro  and  Eddie  Barrison,  of 
the  World  Distributing  Co.,  were  here  last 
week  in  connection  with  the  showing  of 
the  French  film,  “The  Grand  Illusion,” 
at  the  downtown  Savoia  Theatre.  Exploita- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  A1  Zimbalist, 
Warner  exploiteer,  included  parades  by 
veterans  organizations,  campaigns  among 
peace  and  women’s  organizations  and  a 
lobby  radio  broadcast  via  WPEN. 

This  has  been  a bad  week,  says  Mel 
Koff.  He  hasn’t  sued  anybody  since  the 
first  of  the  year. 


T urr ou  Reports 

Hollywood — Leon  Turrou,  former  G- 
man  who  cracked  the  Nazi  spy  ring  in  this 
country,  has  reported  to  Warners,  serving 
as  technical  advisor  on  “Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy.”  He  worked  on  the  story  with 
Milton  Krims. 


Rename  Lewen  Pizor 
UMPTOPresi  dent 

Philadelphia — Lewen  Pizor  was  un- 
animously reelected  president  of  the 
UMPTO  of  E.  Pa.,  So.  New  Jersey  and 
Delaware,  Friday,  by  over  60  exhibitors, 
representing  360  theatres,  who  attended 
the  meeting. 

Other  officers  chosen:  Charles  Segall, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  managers;  Mor- 
ris Spears,  treasurer;  Edward  Jeffries, 
first  vice-president;  W.  I.  Greenfield, 
second  vice-president,  and  George  P. 
Aarons,  secretary  and  counsel. 

Sidney  Samuelson  has  been  named  busi- 
ness manager.  He’ll  be  assisted  by  D.  W. 
Yaffe  and  Walter  Woodward. 


(Continued  from  page  30-A) 
his  usual  Hollywood  trip  almost  any  min- 
ute now. 


Milton  Hossfeld  and  Eddie  Zabel  return 
from  Miami  Beach  vacations,  January  12 
. . . John  Murphy,  assistant  to  Joe  Vogel, 
left  over  the  weekend  for  a belated  vaca- 
tion at  Phoenix,  Ariz.  . . . Mike  Rosen  of 
C.  C.  Moskowitz’s  office  plans  to  leave  for 
the  coast  on  his  vacation  in  a week  or  so 
. . . Helen  Bovis,  D.  O.  Decker’s  secretary 
at  M-G-M,  is  on  a honeymoon  cruise.  She 
was  married  on  New  Year’s  Day.  On  the 
preceding  Friday,  the  girls  at  the  M-G-M 
home  office  gave  her  a luncheon  in  the 
Windsor  Room  of  the  Piccadilly  Hotel  . . . 
Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  has  returned  from  his 
annual  holiday  vacation  with  his  family  at 
Greensboro,  N.  C.  . . . Irving  Greenfield 
of  the  Loew  legal  staff  is  planning  to  de- 
sert these  parts  for  a vacation  trip  to  parts 
unknown  any  day  now  . . . Charles 
Skouras,  who  is  a crack  hunter,  sent  the 
National  Theatres’  boys  elk  meat  for 
Christmas.  It  is  estimated  each  package 
weighed  about  40  pounds. 


Scholeman  and  Popkin 
Into  Woodbourne 

New  York — Edward  I.  Scholeman  and 
Morris  Popkin  are  building  a new  675-seat 
structure  at  Woodbouime,  N.  Y.,  with  May 
1 as  the  tentative  opening  date. 

Century  circuit  on  February  1 moves 
from  30  Rockefeller  Plaza  to  larger  quar- 
ters at  50  Rockefeller  Plaza. 


/.  /.  Sullivan  Plans  Early 
Trip  to  Gotham 

Los  Angeles — For  the  purpose  of  launch- 
ing the  circuit’s  1939-40  buying  season,  J. 
J.  Sullivan,  chief  buyer  for  the  Fox  West 
Coast  chain,  plans  to  leave  for  New  York 
on  February  1.  Sullivan  will  remain  in 
Gotham  until  the  middle  of  the  summer, 
this  being  the  earliest  date  at  which  he 
has  ever  started  his  buying  pilgrimage. 


^HE  CASE  of  the  forgotten  theatre  is  the 

latest  to  have  the  boys  around  town 
chuckling.  It’s  even  funnier  because  the 
house  that  was  forgotten  is  the  Rialto, 
which  has  been  a white  elephant  a lot  of 
people  couldn’t  forget.  Anyhow  Louise 
Noonan  Miller  and  Abe  Tolkins,  opera- 
tors of  the  Little  and  for  awhile  the 
Rialto,  which  for  some  time  past  has  been 
doing  little  more  than  groan  quietly  while 
it  sleeps  in  the  dark,  finally  got  out  from 
under  the  latter  theatre.  Couple  of  days 
later  they  arranged  a screening  for  the 
critics,  at  the  Fox  Film  exchange,  instead 
of  the  more  convenient  theatre.  Two 
more  days  and  the  critics  got  another 
phone  call.  “Look,”  said  the  Miller-Tol- 
kins  management,  “we  can  have  that 
screening  at  the  Rialto.  We  don’t  move 
out  until  January  10,  but  we  forgot  all 
about  it.” 

New  Year’s  Eve  was  a happy  one  for  the 
downtown  theatres  with  midnight  mati- 
nees. Saturday  midnight  curfew  on  liquor 
sales  had  night  club  operators  groaning, 
but  not  the  cinema  house  managers.  Loew’s 
Capitol  turned  away  at  least  1,500  who 
tried  to  get  in  for  the  11:30  performance 
of  “Out  West  With  the  Hardys,”  then 
started  the  New  Year  with  another  mid- 
night show  Sunday  to  break  the  all-time 
weekend  record  for  the  house.  Warner’s 
Earle,  RKO  Keith’s  and  Loew’s  Palace 
shared  the  prosperity  . . . Little  Theatre’s 
Film  Festival,  six-week  period  devoted  to 
outstanding  American,  British  a,nd  Conti- 
nental pictures  of  the  past,  was  so  suc- 
cessful it  will  be  an  annual  event. 

Dick  Richman,  publicity  chief  for  the 
Belasco,  has  finally  hung  one  on  Jay  Car- 
mody.  Evening  Star’s  drama  editor.  In  a 
weak  moment  the  critic  allowed  as  how 
he  sometime  wanted  to  be  quoted  on  a 
marquee  with  no  quote  marks,  so  the 
lights  would  read  just  “Marvellous  Car- 
mody.”  He  used  the  adjective  on  the 
Belasco’s  current  picture,  Sacha  Guitry’s 
“Story  of  a Cheat.”  The  Belasco’s  marquee 
now  reads  brightly — “Marvellous  Carmody 
the  Story  of  a Cheat”  . . . C.  H.  McKinney, 
Alan  Bachrach,  Lou  Kusner,  Frank  Shaf- 
fer, Jack  Forney  and  Waldo  Chandler 
made  the  latest  Warner  Bros,  honor  roll 
for  campaigns  on  various  films  in  the 
Warner  small  town  theatres  they  manage 
in  this  territory. 

An  Estate  of  $2,748,070 
Left  by  Nirdlinger 

Philadelphia  — Samuel  F.  Nirdlinger, 
former  theatre  operator  here,  left  an 
estate  of  $2,748,070,  an  accounting  in 
orphans  court  shows. 

Nirdlinger,  who  died  in  1918,  at  one 
time  operated  the  Broad,  Nixon  Grand, 
and  Nixon’s  theatres.  He  left  the  estate, 
in  trust,  to  pay  29  per  cent  of  the  income 
to  his  son,  the  late  Fred  G.  Nixon-Nird- 
linger,  whose  former  wife,  Mrs.  Theresa 
Burke  Nirdlinger,  also  receives  29  per  cent. 
Most  of  the  remainder  goes  to  Samuel 
F.  and  John  F.  Z.  Nirdlinger,  grandsons. 


Directing  "Drug  King" 
Hollywood — E.  A.  Dupont  will  direct 
“The  Drug  King”  for  Warner. 
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Philly's  "Bests" 


Philadelphia  — Philadelphia  film  fans 
have  cast  their  ballots  for  the  year’s  “best.” 

Here’s  the  results,  as  tabulated  by  the 
Philadelphia  Record’s  film  critic,  Elsie 
Finn,  who  conducted  the  poll: 

Best  production — “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs.” 

Best  drama — “The  Citadel,”  with  “Boys 
Town”  second. 

Best  musical  — “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band”  with  “Great  Waltz”  runner-up. 

Best  adventure — “The  Adventures  of 
Robin  Hood,”  with  “In  Old  Chicago”  and 
“The  Hurricane”  sharing  second  honors. 

Best  costume  film — “Marie  Antoinette.” 

Best  comedy — “Hold  That  Co-Ed.” 

Best  foreign  film — “Grand  Illusion.” 

Best  family  film — “Love  Finds  Andy 
Hardy.” 

Best  story — “Four  Daughters.” 

Best  male  performance — Spencer  Tracy 
in  “Boys  Town.” 

Best  female  performance — Bette  Davis 
in  “Jezebel.” 

Best  supporting  actor — Robert  Morley 
in  “Marie  Antoinette.” 

Best  supporting  actress — Gale  Sonder- 
gaard  in  “Dramatic  School.” 

Most  promising  new  actor — John  Gar- 
field. 

Most  promising  new  actress — ^Hedy  La- 
marr. 

Best  producer — Frank  Capra,  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You.” 

Best  director — Garson  Kanin,  “A  Man 
to  Remember.” 

Best  song — “Small  Fry”  in  “Sing,  You 
Sinners.” 

Best  Technicolor — “The  Adventures  of 
Robin  Hood.” 

Best  two-reeler — ^Walt  Disney’s  “Ferdi- 
nand the  Bull.” 


Socialized  Medicine 
Issue  Interests 

Hollywood  — Hollywood’s  habit  of 
pouncing  on  current  headlines  for  screen 
material  runs  true  to  form  with  the  gov- 
ernment’s prosecution  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  furnishing  the  latest 
national  situation  to  attract  the  producers’ 
attention. 

In  this  instance  however,  it  is  a new  pair 
of  contenders  for  the  distinction  of  being 
“first”  in  announcing  plans  to  make  a film 
based  on  the  controversy  over  socialized 
medicine,  the  claiming  entries  being 
Samuel  Goldwyn  and  Republic. 

The  United  Artists  producer  declares  his 
intentions  to  make  a feature  tentatively 
titled  “I  am  a Doctor,”  with  Joel  Mc- 
Crea,  and  Walter  Brennan  penciled  in  for 
the  top  lines,  and  Goldwyn  writers  already 
are  preparing  the  script. 

Republic  comes  forward  with  the  claim 
that  it  has  had  a feature  finding  its  genesis 
in  the  same  theme  in  preparation  for  over 
six  weeks  and  which  is  being  rushed  into 
production  under  the  title  “Doctors  Don’t 
Tell.”  The  script  is  an  adaptation  of  a 
Liberty  magazine  yarn,  “Dr.  George  Ray- 
mond.” Filming  will  get  underway  late  in 
January  under  the  guidance  of  Sol  C. 
Seigel  and  the  feature  has  been  alloted  a 
budget  of  $750,000  to  qualify  it  as  one  of 
the  company’s  anniversary  specials. 


Hollywood  Behind 
Paralysis  Push 

Hollywood — Film  industry  participation 
in  the  nationwide  infantile  paralysis 
drive,  first  large-scale  charity  affair  call- 
ing for  motion  picture  support  in  1939,  is 
coming  closer  to  the  sought-for  100  per 
cent  mark,  all  studio  labor  organizations 
having  pladged  their  support  to  the  drive 
at  the  request  of  James  Woolie,  represent- 
ing Joseph  M.  Schenck,  California  chair- 
man. 

Union  aid  was  garnered  at  a luncheon 
attended  by  all  craft  heads,  their  promises 
coming  as  additions  to  earlier  pledges  of 
studio  executives  and  other  industry  lead- 
ers. Those  attending  included  representa- 
tives of  the  electricians,  painters,  team- 
sters, utility  employes,  carpenters,  plas- 
terers, machinists,  office  employes,  build- 
ing trades,  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  mu- 
sicians, Central  Labor  Council  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists. 

A1  Speede,  of  the  electricians,  heads  the 
combined  union  sub-committee  and  is  in 
charge  of  contributing  55,000  campaign 
buttons  at  10  cents  each  in  the  forthcom- 
ing fund-raising  drive. 


Child  Actor  on  Loanout 

Hollywood — John  Russell,  child  actor, 
has  been  borrowed  from  20th  Century- 
Fox  by  Warner  for  a role  in  “Hero  for  a 
Day.” 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


ARIZONA  LEGION  (RKO)— Staple  western 
fare  with  plenty  bang-bang  for  action  ad- 
dicts and  entertainment  bonus  for  George 
O’Brien  fans.  Scenic  background  and 
splendid  photography  enhance  feature's 
appeal.  Bert  Gilroy  produced.  David 
Howard  directed. 

DISBARRED  (Para) — Uninspired  expose  of 
criminal  lawyer  racket,  undistinguished  as 
to  story,  but  with  creditable  production, 
sincere  performances  by  Gail  Patrick,  Otto 
Kruger.  Can  be  tabbed  so-so  program  ma- 
terial. Stuart  Walker  produced.  Robert 
Florey  directed. 

FEDERAL  MAN-HUNT  (Rep)— A gangster- 
escape  subject,  subjugating  virtually  all 
elements  to  the  chase  and  apprehension 
of  a thief,  this  is  mildly  satisfying  melo- 
drama. Audiences  will  be  asked  to  take 
a lot  of  plottage  for  granted,  but  will  find 
fairly  suspenseful  action  most  of  the  way. 
Robert  Livingston,  sans  chaps,  and  June 
Travis  featured.  Nick  Grinde  directed. 
Armand  Schaeffer  produced, 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


^ UNANIMOUS  approval  of  the  show- 
ing of  “The  Birth  of  a Baby”  in  Dela- 
ware to  persons  over  the  age  of  16  years 
or  younger,  if  accompanied  by  parents, 
was  given  by  the  Medical  Society  of  Dela- 
ware at  its  recent  annual  meeting.  A 
special  committee  of  the  society  recom- 
mended the  society’s  House  of  Delegates 
approve  the  film  after  a preview  showing. 

Attorney  George  Lodge’s  Green  Lantern 
Theatre  at  Claymont,  in  suburban  Wil- 
mington, which  closed  recently  following 
numerous  protests  over  the  showing  of 
“sexy”  films,  was  reopened  this  week  with 
the  much  discussed  “Ecstasy”  starring 
Hedy  Lamarr.  Various  organizations  in 
Claymont  and  vicinity  recently  objected  to 
“Smashing  the  Vice  Trust,”  “Marijuana 
Madness,”  “Race  Suicide”  and  other  so- 
called  “sex”  films. 

State  and  city  officials  attended  shows 
at  Loew’s  Theatre  on  last  Christmas  Day 
as  guests  of  Manager  Edgar  J.  Doob  in 
celebration  of  the  theatre’s  seventh  anni- 
versary in  Wilmington.  Messages  of 
greeting  were  received  from  Gov.  Richard 
C.  McMullen,  Mayor  Walter  W.  Bacon, 
Manager  Gerrish  Gassaway  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  others. 

Field  Notes:  Proposed  Sunday  stage  and 
screen  shows  at  Manager  George  Schwartz’ 
Capitol  Theatre  at  Dover,  Del.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  theatre’s  New  Year 
celebration  ivere  banned  by  Deputy  At- 
torney-General William  J.  Storey.  Reese 
Harrington,  manager  of  the  Reese  Theatre 
at  Harrington,  Del.,  also  called  off  a 
planned  Sunday  morning  show  after  con- 
sultation with  the  deputy  attorney-gen- 
eral. Deputy  Storey  first  indicated  that 
since  tickets  had  been  sold  in  advance  of 
Sunday  for  the  Dover  show  he  would  not 
interfere.  Later,  however,  following  a con- 
ference with  Attorney -General  P.  W. 
Green  of  Wilmington,  he  banned  the  per- 
formance. 

Fire  last  week  damaged  the  Milton  The- 
atre building  of  the  Goodwill  Motion  Pic- 
ture Theatre,  Inc.,  at  Milton,  Del.  The 
theatre’s  projection  equipment  and  25,000 
feet  of  film  were  destroyed. 

Coast  Agent  to  Produce 
Films  lor  Universal 

New  York — Harry  Edington,  well-known 
coast  agent,  has  formed  Famous  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  to  produce  four  to  six  fea- 
tures yearly  for  Universal.  He  will  de- 
liver at  least  three  this  year. 

Prank  R.  Vincent  and  Charles  K.  Feld- 
man have  bought  Edington’s  interest  in 
Famous  Artists  Corp.,  the  agency. 


On  Caribbean  Cruise 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Mrs.  Louis  R.  Golding, 
wife  of  the  Fabian  Theatres  divisional 
manager,  and  her  twin  sons,  Charles  and 
Bernard,  are  on  a Caribbean  cruise. 


Cantor  for  Metro  Film 

Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  has  signed  a 
one-picture  pact  with  Metro. 
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QTIS  KYGER,  doorman  of  Wilmer  and 
Vincent’s  Colonial  Tlieatre,  has  been 
promoted  to  relief  manager  for  all  the  cir- 
cuit houses  . . . Keith  Caudle  succeeded 
him  as  doorman  of  the  Colonial  . . . Eppa 
Vaughan  has  succeeded  Robert  Brown  on 
the  service  staff  of  the  Brookland  Theatre 
. . . Clarence  Riggin  is  doorman  of  the 
Venus,  having  succeeded  Allen  Goodliffe 
who  was  transferred  to  the  Ponton  to  re- 
place Bill  Mathews  . . . Herman  Nowitsky 
supervised  the  remodeling  of  the  Park 
which  opened  under  the  personal  man- 
agement of  Robert  Egan,  brother  of  Joe 
Egan,  general  manager  of  the  Wilmer  and 
Vincent  Circuit. 

Professor  Moses  Stein,  well  known  to  all 
local  theatre  folks,  died  suddenly  at  the 
age  of  84.  He  conducted  orchestras  in  the 
old  Academy  of  Music  and  Bijou  for  a 
number  of  years,  coming  here  from  Wash- 
ington, where  he  played  in  the  U.  S.  Ma- 
rine Band  tohen  John  Philip  Sousa  was 
conductor  ...  A charter  has  been  issued 
to  Wythe  Theatre  Corp.,  Wytheville.  Maxi- 
mum capital  of  $15,000.  J.  C.  Horyiey  of  Le- 
banon is  listed  as  president  ...  A charter 
also  has  been  issued  to  Indian  River 
Aynusement  Corp.,  Newport  News,  with 
capital  of  $50,000.  Julian  Gordon,  presi- 
deyit  . . . Clareyice  Riddick,  A.  Frank 
O’Brien  and  Charlie  Somma  ivere  on  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  ayinual 
show  staged  by  the  “Saints  and  Siyniers” 

. . . Loew’s,  National,  Park  and  Colonial 
gave  several  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight 
shoivs  . . . lATSE,  loeal  87,  held  its  annual 
election  of  officers  at  the  Labor  Temple 
last  iveek  and  elected  the  followiyig  officers 
for  this  year:  Tom  Jones,  president;  C.  C. 
Colgin,  vice-president ; John  Leary,  seere- 
tary;  Claude  Wilson,  treasurer;  Harry  Jar- 
vis, business  agent. 

William  S.  Wilder  is  making  prepara- 
tions to  construct  his  third  theatre  in  Nor- 
folk on  Hampton  Boulevard  and  49th 
Street  to  cost  over  $50,000  . . . Ben  Somma, 
manager  of  the  Henrico,  was  a recent 
Washington  Filmrow  visitor  . . . Neigh- 
borhood Tlieatres  and  Loew’s  gave  their 
employes  a bonus  this  Christmas  . . . Ber- 
nard, son  of  Pete  Lichtman  of  the  Licht- 
man  Circuit,  has  announced  his  engage- 

Philly  Vaudeville  Gains 
Since  Games  Banned 

Philadelphia — An  increase  in  flesh  at- 
tractions in  neighborhood  theatres  has 
been  noticed  here  since  the  banning  of 
games  about  six  months  ago. 

Many  houses,  both  independent  and  af- 
filiated, have  added  stage  acts  on  week- 
ends and  mid-week  to  bolster  boxoffices. 

Especially  prevalent  in  many  sections 
are  Pimch  and  Judy  shows  and  animal  acts 
for  “kiddie  matinees”  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. Mind  reading  acts  and  “spook 
shows”  have  been  introduced  for  the  edi- 
fication of  adult  patrons. 

Many  key  neighborhood  houses  have 
followed  in  the  wake  of  the  jitterbug  rage 
with  dance  competitions  among  patrons. 
This  type  of  entertainment  has  been  re- 
stricted to  larger  houses. 


ment  to  Miss  Esther  Asbeil  of  Petersburg 
. . . Bill  “Bojangles”  Robinson,  native  son, 
sent  his  usual  check  to  the  Christmas 
Mother  this  year  . . . Jake  Edelstein,  pro- 
jectionist, National,  died  on  December  20. 
He  is  survived  by  his  mother,  two  sisters 
and  one  brother  of  New  York  . . . Jim 
Owen  sold  RCA  sound  to  the  new  Tappa- 
hannock  Theatre  . . . Frank  Wolf  jr.,  is 
the  new  district  manager  for  Alexander 
Film  Co.  His  territory  extends  through- 
out the  states  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Dela- 
v/are  and  the  District  of  Columbia  . . . A1 
Nowitsky,  manager  of  the  National,  who 
has  been  studying  to  fly,  received  his 
license  last  week  . . . During  the  showing 
of  “A  Christmas  Carol”  at  the  Colonial, 
Frank  O’Brien,  had  as  his  guests,  orphans 
from  various  institutions  in  town. 

Louis  Megalis,  operator,  Venus  and 
Westhampton,  is  recuperating  from  an 
appendix  operatioyi  . . . Ditto,  Allen  Spar- 
row, manager,  Loew’s  . . . Pete  Lichtman 
visited  his  mother  during  the  holidays  . . . 
Charlie  Hann  succeeded  W.  B.  Fox  as 
operator  at  the  Patrick  Henry  when  Fox 
was  sent  to  the  new  East  End  Theatre  . . . 
Charlie  Hulbert  recently  celebrated  the 
third  ayiniversary  of  the  Lee  Theatre  by 
booking  in  a number  of  outstayiding  pic- 
tures ayid  calling  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic to  the  anniversary  by  means  of  heralds, 
imprinted  paper  bags  and  paper  napkins 
in  all  yiearby  stores  . . . Thomas  Pitts, 
manager  of  the  East  End,  announced  that 
he  would  marry  Miss  Margaret  Basler  of 
Suffolk  on  Deeember  21,  but  the  wedding 
was  postponed  due  to  unforeseen  circum- 
stances. 

The  mid-winter  convention  of  the 
MPTO  of  Virginia  will  be  held  sometime 
between  January  15  and  February  15, 
either  here  or  in  Washington.  A vote  is 
now  being  taken  among  the  members  . . . 
The  following  officers  of  the  Operators 
Local,  No.  370,  have  been  reelected  for 
another  year:  Harry  Jarvis,  president: 
John  Doherty,  vice-president:  John  Leary, 
business  agent:  Addie  P.  Stewart,  secre- 
tary: George  Crozier,  treasurer.  This  will 
be  the  ninth  consecutive  year  for  George 
Crozier  as  treasurer. 

Around  $L800.000  Profit 
For  Paramount  Period 

New  York — Paramount  is  expected  to 
show  net  operating  profits  of  $1,750,000  to 
$1,800,000  for  the  final  quarter  of  1938. 
The  company’s  fiscal  year  ends  with  the 
calendar  year.  Actual  figures  are  being 
completed  by  accountants  and  will  not  be 
ready  for  a few  weeks. 


Peter  Mayer  to  Helm  of 
L.  A,  Pathe  News  Unit 

New  York — Peter  Mayer  leaves  here 
Wednesday  to  take  charge  of  the  new  office 
in  Los  Angeles  for  Pathe  News.  Mayer 
was  formerly  assistant  news  editor. 


N.  J.  Tax  Moves 
Prime  Concern 

Trenton,  N.  J.  — New  Jersey  theatre 
operators  will  center  their  attention  dur- 
ing the  state  legislative  session  opening 
here  January  10  on  a looming  bitter  con- 
troversy over  new  state  tax  proposals. 
Labor  legislation  issues  also  will  be 
watched,  although  no  radical  measures  are 
expected  to  pass.  There  will  be  other 
matters  of  motion  picture  interest  during 
the  1939  session  here,  such  as  the  prob- 
able reappearance  of  a perennial  bill  pro- 
posing a state  board  of  film  censors. 

Virtually  every  conceivable  type  of  new 
state  tax  will  be  suggested  to  the  incom- 
ing New  Jersey  legislature  which,  besides 
usual  revenue  demands,  will  be  confronted 
with  heavy  1939  unemployment  relief  re- 
quirements, an  inherited  deficiency  in  1938 
relief  obligations  and  threatening  treasury 
deficits. 

There  will  be  proposals  for  gross  re- 
ceipts, sales,  income,  business  franchise 
and  chain  store  taxes:  gasoline  tax  rate 
increase:  levies  against  out-of-state  trucks, 
and  a plan  of  escheat  to  the  state  all 
bank  deposits  and  other  personal  property 
unclaimed  after  seven  years.  One  ambi- 
tious plan  would  raise  an  estimated  $60,- 
000,000  annually  through  imposition  of  a 
three  per  cent  gross  receipts  tax  on  all 
retailers  and  state  instead  of  municipal 
collection  of  tangible  and  intangible  per- 
sonal property  taxes. 

There  is  a possibility,  too,  that  so-called 
“luxury”  taxes  may  be  revived  under  some 
plan  similar  to  that  proposed  during  the 
1936  New  Jersey  legislative  session.  Dur- 
ing that  year  an  effort  was  made  to  pass 
a “luxury”  tax  program  which  included 
levies  against  motion  picture  and  other 
amusement  receipts. 

Regulation  Is  Opposed 

Sentiment  in  both  branches  of  the  1939 
Republican-controlled  New  Jersey  legis- 
lature is  reported  opposed  to  any  extension 
of  regulatory  interference  with  business. 
This  attitude  is  seen  as  virtually  certain 
to  block  any  attempt  to  jam  through  legist 
lation  creating  a state  board  of  film  cen- 
sors. Such  bills  have  been  introduced  in 
sessions  here  in  recent  years,  but  have 
been  killed  with  little  evidence  of  any- 
thing approximating  strong  support. 

An  obstacle  to  any  radical  labor  bills  is 
the  extremely  conservative  state  senate, 
in  which  Republican  Majority  Leader  Ar- 
thur F.  Foran,  himself  an  industralist,  is 
on  record  against  any  labor  legislation 
failing  to  provide  equal  benefits  and  pro- 
tection to  employer  as  well  as  employe. 

Passage  of  collective  bargaining  legis- 
lation by  the  1939  New  Jersey  legislature 
is  seen  as  coming  only  if  labor  groups 
harmonize  their  own  ranks  in  support  of 
an  extremely  conservative  measure  accept- 
able to  both  industry  and  labor.  A bill 
was  agreed  upon  during  1938  as  a “fair 
compromise”  by  representatives  of  indus- 
try and  the  AFL,  but  CIO  opposition 
blocked  its  enactment. 

A state  model  of  the  federal  wage  and 
hour  act  may  find  its  way  into  the  New 
Jersey  session,  but  action  is  doubtful. 


30-D 


BOXOFFICE  January  7,  1939 


iA£.  new 

AMERICAN 


B AMEBIC/ 

odifi 

Restful  I C 


orm 

Chairs 


Wherever  theatre  men  gather  you  will  hear  talk  of  the  American 
Bodiform  Theatre  Chair.  Its  beauty,  comfort,  economy,  prac- 
ticability are  exciting  comment  that  can  only  be  believed  by 
viewing  the  chair  itself. 

Orders  are  pouring  in  from  every  section  of  the  nation.  Never 
before  has  any  theatre  chair  won  such  overwhelming  popularity 
so  quickly.  This  in  itself  should  encourage  you  to  see  the  Amer- 
ican Bodiform  now — surely  before  you  order  any  theatre  seating. 
You  will  be  glad  you  did. 
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We  Cast  a Bit  of  Oil 
on  Troubled  Waters 

This  department  has  heretofore  faithfully  refrained 
from  dipping  its  oars  into  the  turbulent  and  constantly 
rising  stream  of  criticism  that  threatens  unholy  prac- 
tices in  picture  production  and  distribution  with  a seri- 
ous washout. 

Our  primary  concern  is  that  of  properties  and  public 
relations,  rather  than  pictures;  yet  there's  an  interlock- 
ing influence  that  prompts  us  to  step  out  of  character 
and  put  in  a word  of  encouragement  and  perhaps  pour 
a bit  of  oil  on  troubled  waters. 

In  behalf  of  theatre  ownership  and  management,  let 
us  point  out  that  the  progressive  spirit  of  property  mod- 
ernization now  in  evidence  throughout  the  industry 
definitely  belies  any  great  extent  of  pessimism  as  to  the 
future  of  show  business. 

Hundreds  of  new  building  and  renovizing  projects, 
innumerable  instances  of  reseating,  re-equipping,  air- 
conditioning  and  general  enhancement  of  house  ap- 
peal, despite  reactionary  tendencies  of  the  times,  indi- 
cate that  serious  misgivings  anent  the  future  of  this 
business  are  out  of  order. 

The  balance  of  power  in  picture  show  business  is 
slowly  but  surely  shifting  from  the  Hollywood  scene  to 
the  hinterlands.  Observing  this  trend  astutely,  theatre 
owners  are  putting  their  houses  in  order  for  the  new 
job  that  confronts  them. 

The  progressive,  property-minded  element  among 
exhibitors  is  not  idly  waiting  for  the  outcome  of  the 
Great  Purge.  Rather,  they  are  already  assuming 
their  new  responsibility — that  of  reselling  and  serv- 
ing picture  entertainment  to  the 
public. 

And  we  wish  you  all  a feature  part 
in  a Prosperous  New  Year. 
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By  Ansel  M.  Moore 
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Typical  installations  provide  proof  that  pro- 
gressive showmen  are  taking  the  call  for 
seating  comfort  seriously  and  answering  it 
sanely. 


Theatre  seating  was  a subject  of  un- 
abated activity  during  the  year  just 
past,  despite  the  fact  that  “depres- 
sive economic  influences”  were  felt 
throughout  the  moving  picture  industry, 
particularly  dm-ing  the  latter  half  of  the 
period.  But  these  very  influences  perhaps 
were  a blessing  in  disguise,  because  they 
aroused  interest  and  apparently  inspired 
long-delayed  defensive  measures  that 
might  not  otherwise  have  been  under- 
taken. 

At  any  rate,  the  records  of  the  past 
twelve  months  are  replete  with  instances 
in  which  improved  Seating  Service  was 
applied  for  the  good-weal  of  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts and  the  glory  of  returning  patron- 
age. We  present  in  pictorial  form  here 
with  a few  of  the  more  outstanding  chair 
installations  of  the  recent  past,  which 
were  submitted  by  various  manufacturers, 
at  our  request,  to  indicate  the  ever-ris- 
ing trend  toward  comeliness  and  comfort 
in  theatre  seating. 

An  Interesting  Inference 
The  most  logical  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  these  illustrations  is  that  smart  the- 


atre men  are  rapidly  coming  ’round  to 
the  conclusion  that  comfortable  seating  is 
the  salt  of  house  attraction  and  one  of 
the  most  practical  solutions  to  the  prob- 
lem: What  can  we  do  to  keep  people 
coming  back  to  our  theatres? 

Furthermore,  these  sprightly  examples 
of  seating  modernization  indicate  most 
graphically  what  the  owners  of  modern 
theatres,  both  large  and  small,  can  do  to 
capitalize  on  human  comfort  and  cash  in 
on  it  at  the  boxoffice.  Without  exception, 
the  result  of  reseating  in  these  theatres 
has  been  an  arousal  of  public  interest  and 
a substantial  increase  of  patronage  over 
previous  income  records. 

Body  discomfort  has  long  been  the  big- 
gest drawback  and  a handicap  of  im- 
measurable proportions  to  theatre  pat- 
ronage. The  “seventh  inning  stretch” 
seems  never  to  have  occurred  to  theatre 
management  as  a humane  gesture  to  the 

\ery  recently  rein<Klele<l  and  reseated  through- 
out with  over  2,800  new  full  upholstered  pos- 
ture-formed seats  with  rubber-padded  arm 
rests,  the  State-I.^ike  Theatre,  in  Downtown 
(’hieaffo,  is  representative  of  improved  seating 
in  first-run  theatres.  (Photo  courtesy  Interna- 
tional Seat  Corp.) 


Cover  Illustration 

Seating  so  caressingly  comfortable 
that  the  physical  is  completely  for- 
gotten and  the  illusion  created  on  the 
screen  reigns  supreme  is  graphically 
depicted  m this  intense  study  of  group 
engrossment.  Every  seat  is  filled  by 
patrons  who  are  entirely  forgetful  of 
surroundings , which  is  the  ideal  condi- 
tion of  motion  picture  entertainment 
reception.  These  are  the  patrons  who 
will  return  again  and  again,  not  realiz- 
ing perhaps  that  their  physical  comfort 
is  largely  responsible  for  the  enjoy- 
ment they  receive  from  moving  pictures. 
Yet,  were  they  not  comfortably  relaxed, 
even  the  most  elaborate  entertainment 
presentation  would  not  hold  their  in- 
terest and  impel  them  to  return  again. 
(Photo  courtesy  Ideal  Seating  Com- 
pany) . 


long  suffering  picture  fan.  Under  weari- 
some seating  conditions  of  the  recent  past, 
and  still  extant  in  many  of  our  theatres, 
a “between  reel  stretch”  for  the  relief  of 
aching  limbs  and  breaking  backs  would  be 
a most  welcome  privilege  to  our  remain- 
ing steady  patrons.  Bless  their  loyal  souls! 

But  as  time  marches  on,  the  public  has 
grown  wiser  and  consequently  warier  of 
the  torment  that  awaits  the  occupant  of 
an  uncomfortable  seat  even  during  what 
was  once  considered  a “regulation”  per- 
formance. The  double  and  triple  feature, 
plus  the  giveaway  bazaar  and  the  time- 
wasting  ballyhoo  and  bunk  that  accom- 
panies the  bizarre  attempts  to  convert  en- 
tertainment into  chuck-a-luck,  comes  very 
near  to  exhausting  the  patience  of  the 
posture-conscious  public.  It  is  much  too 
much  to  endure  even  when  comfortably 
seated,  and  customarily  the  multiple- 
length  program  and  the  pot-luck  perform- 
ance are  not  very  closely  associated  with 
comfort  in  any  form. 

Quality  Is  Current  Demand 

An  enormous  number  of  new  posture- 
correct  seats  were  installed  in  theatres 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  We  had 
hoped  to  be  able  to  present  some  inter- 
esting statistics  on  the  numerical  extent 
of  the  year’s  seating  progress,  but  up  to 
now  our  sources  of  information  have  fail- 
ed us.  Perhaps  the  data  will  have  been 
received  by  press  time,  in  which  event  it 
will  be  inserted.  General  observations  and 
individual  reports,  however,  indicate  that 
seating  modernization  has  maintained  a 
steady  pace  forward  despite  certain  un- 
favorable influences  alluded  to  hereinbe- 
fore. 

A noticeable  characteristic  of  current 
theatre  seating  and  reseating  is  that  qual- 
ity has  been  cast  in  a feature  role.  The- 
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Toj) — Kepresenting:  the  utmost  in  seating  eoin- 
fort  and  eye-appeal  is  this  view  of  tl>e  Fov- 
Midwest  liroailway  Theatre,  at  Cape  Girar- 
deau, Mo.,  recently  reseaterl  nitli  875  of  tire 
new  American  Bodiform  cliairs  wliich  emlxaly 
several  distinctive  use  values  in  theatre  seat- 
ing. (Photo  courtesy  American  Seating  Com- 
pany). 


Center — Typif.ving  the  trend  of  improvement 
in  theatre  seating  service  is  this  view  of  the 
Schine  Kiaito  Theatre,  at  Glen  Falls,  IS'.  F., 
reseated  recently  hy  Heywood-Wakefield  Com- 
pany with  over  twelve  hundred  of  the  newest 
models  in  their  line  of  streamliired  theatre 
chairs.  (Photo  courtesy  Hey  w ood-AVakefield 
Company) . 


Bottom — The  “Vogue,”  a popular  memher  of 
Ideal  Seating  Company's  “500  line,”  was  used 
most  effectively  in  seating  the  Itoad  Theatre, 
one  of  Chicago’s  newest  and  neatest  neigh- 
borhood lumses  on  the  West  Side,  with  a 
capacity  of  008  seats.  (Photo  <'ourtesy  Ideal 
Seating  Company). 


atre  owners  are  increasingly  more  critical 
about  the  construction  and  comfort  fac- 
tors of  the  seats  they  buy.  Chair  beauty 
to  the  average  buyer  is  important,  yet  he 
seems  to  realize  that  it  can  be  ‘‘only  skin 
deep.”  So  nowadays  he  looks  sharply  be- 
neath the  sm-face  for  the  intrinsic  values 
that  combine  to  make  seats  a good  buy 
at  prices  quoted.  Comfortability  is  gen- 
erally always,  as  it  should  be,  the  control 
factor;  but  goods  looks  and  wearing  qual- 
ity are  not  passed  over  lightly  in  the  pro- 
cess of  a chair  purchase. 

The  double  standard  in  theatre  seat 
selection  is  also  rapidly  passing  into  ob- 
livion. By  that  is  meant  the  long-estab- 
lished custom  to  differentiate  between 
large,  well-located  theatres  and  small  com- 
munity houses  in  the  matter  of  providing 
seating  quality.  Not  so  long  ago,  and  per- 
haps yet  in  a few  instances,  owners  of 
small  but  more  or  less  favorably  situated 
theatres  were  inclined  to  kid  themselves 
into  believing  that  cheaply  constructed 
chairs  or  even  cast-offs  were  good  enough 
for  the  local  gentry  or  at  least  would 
serve  the  purpose  without  serious  effect 
on  patronage. 

Comfort  Appeal  Universal 

But  here  again  the  comfort-wise  public, 
right  down  to  the  pastoral  portion  of  our 
population,  is  not  to  be  trifled  with  in 
the  matter  of  comfortable  seats.  Some- 
how, with  good  roads  and  gas-propelled 
conveyances  at  their  disposal,  they  seek 
out  the  comfortably-seated,  well-conducted 
cinemas.  One  standard  of  seating  prac- 
tice, therefore,  applies  alike  to  all  theatres, 
regardless  of  size  or  location.  Aside  from 
the  strictly  “grind”  houses,  where  com- 
fort, because  of  transient  patronage,  is 
possibly  of  less  concern  than  battleship 
construction,  the  call  is  for  quality  in  both 
appearance  and  structural  make-up,  cli- 
maxed by  a sensible  design  for  maximum 
comfort. 

Of  course,  there  is  a range  of  chair 
prices  to  suit  all  situations,  individual 
tastes  and  budgets  in  theatre  seating. 
Prices  for  chairs  of  the  comfortable,  up- 
holstered, or  semi-upholstered  type,  with 
posture  correct  backs  and  spring  seat  con- 
struction, start  at  around  five  or  six  dol- 
lars per  and  rise  by  easy  stages  up  to 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars.  Within  this 
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Top— An  apt  illustration  of  modem  theatre 
seating-  is  that  of  the  new  Marieinont  Theatre, 
an  ultra  smart  suburban  house  which  opened 
Christmas  Day  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  this 
project  725  of  the  new  Kroehler  Push-Back 
seats  were  used.  (Photo  courtesy  Kroehler 
Manufacturing  Co.) 

• 

Center — Itecently  reseated  with  1,200  new 
<Iiairs  of  latest  design  for  comfort  and  beauty 
of  line,  I*ix  Amusement  Comimny’s  Kivoli  The- 
atre, in  Cliicago,  now  offers  its  patronage  the 
inaximum  in  modern  seating  service.  (Photo 
courtesy  General  Seating  Company). 

• 

Bottom — An  auditorium  view  in  the  Colonial 
Tlicatre,  at  Andover,  Mass.,  reseated  recently 
with  694  full-upholstered  chairs  of  the  “neck- 
to-kiiee”  comfort  tyi)e,  with  luminous  decora- 
tive end  standards  and  metal  rimmed  backs. 
(Photo  courtesy  Irwin  Seating  Comijany). 


latitude  a theatre  man  should  have  no 
great  trouble  in  providing  utmost  com- 
fort for  his  patrons  and  a degree  of  qual- 
ity that  will  withstand  the  rigorous  ser- 
vice to  which  theatre  chairs  are  sub- 
jected. 

The  present  market  is  replete  with  ex- 
ceptional values  in  theatre  seating.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  the  purchaser  will  con- 
fine his  search  for  values  to  reputable, 
established  manufacturers  of  public  seat- 
ing, he  will  find  what  he  wants  without 
risking  the  pitfalls  of  a chair  deal  in  which 
quality  has  been  scaled  down  sharply  to 
meet  a low  price. 

Extra  precautions  are  always  required 
where  price  is  the  prime  objective.  The 
low  price  may  look  good  but  often  it  lets 
the  owner  in  for  a lot  of  trouble.  The 
seating  buyer  should  look  sharply  for 
inherent  values'  in  the  design  and  con- 
struction of  the  chair  he  buys,  bearing 
in  mind  that  both  he  and  his  customers 
must  face  the  consequences  during  the 
life  of  the  product  he  selects. 

An  Obligation  of  Service 

In  selecting  theatre  chairs,  it  is  well  for 
the  exhibitor  to  keep  foremost  in  mind 
the  fact  that  he  is  buying  something  for 
resale  to  the  public.  Not  actually,  per- 
haps, but  every  admission  ticket  dispensed 
at  the  boxoffice  involves  an  obligation  of 
service  to  the  patron.  A comfortable  seat, 
nowadays,  is  a part  of  that  transaction 
just  as  much  as  the  picture  on  the  screen 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  is  presented. 
Remember  always,  too,  that  a theatre  seat 
is  practically  the  only  piece  of  theatre 
equipment  with  which  the  patron  makes 
actual  physical  body  contact.  The  im- 
portance of  chair  quality  is  thus  made 
clear.  The  best  in  appearance  and  com- 
fort qualities  that  a theatre  owner  can 
afford,  by  stretching  his  budget  to  the 
limit,  is  the  kind  of  seating  every  theatre 
owner  should  buy. 

A comfortable  sitting  posture  midst 
pleasant  surroundings  is  the  chief  con- 
tributor to  the  grand  illusion  that  makes 
a moving  picture,  even  a mediocre  one, 
click  with  the  public.  Too  often  they  don’t 
come  back.  Nine  out  of  ten  won’t  tell  you 
why  they  go  elsewhere  for  picture  enter- 
tainment, but  between  themselves  (and 
they  do  talk)  the  reason  is  more  freely 
discussed.  Uncomfortable  seats  is  a com- 
mon complaint  lodged  against  many  of 
our  older  houses  and  unfortimately  some 
of  the  newer  ones  too. 

Seating  represents  a major  portion  of 
(Continued  on  page  57) 
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To  THE  right  are  illustrated  eight 
distinctive  theatre  chair  models,  sub- 
mitted by  as  many  manufacturers, 
each  representative  of  the  latest  develop- 
ments for  marked  improvement  in  the- 
atre seating  service.  The  modern  design 
for  comfort  is  a characteristic  common  to 
all;  yet  each  has  individual  features  of 
design,  form  and  construction  for  good 
looks,  durability  and  general  operating  ef- 
ficiency that  commends  it  individually  for 
better  value  in  theatre  seating.  As  a 
group,  they  signify  the  extent  to  which 
chair  manufacturers  have  gone  to  gratify 
the  growing  public  demand  for  greater 
comfort  as  a condition  of  moving  picture 
patronage.  We  are  pleased  to  present: 

(A)  American  Seating  Company’s  new 
"Bodiform”  model,  which  besides  being  a 
chair  of  unusual  beauty  offers  many  new 
use  values  for  patron  comfort  and  con- 
venience not  embodied  in  previous  mod- 
els. One  of  its  several  major  points  of  in- 
terest is  a new  automatic  three-quarter 
safety  seat  fold. 

(B)  General  Seating  Company’s  latest 
contribution  for  comfort  and  comeliness 
in  theatre  seating  is  the  new  "Moderne,” 
which  embraces  a number  of  special  fea- 
tures of  design  and  structural  improve- 
ment over  previous  models.  Posture  cor- 
rectness and  appearance  are  prominent 
considerations. 

(C)  Heywood-Wakefield  Company’s 
Model  O.  C.  980  features  two  aisle  lights 
in  its  attractive  end  standard,  an  innova- 
tion for  safety,  and  several  other  points  of 
interest  that  commend  it  for  unusual  at- 
tractiveness and  comfort. 

(D)  Ideal  Seating  Company’s  “Vogue,” 
a member  of  this  company’s  “500”  line  of 
new,  popularly  priced  models,  expresses 
excellent  regard  for  eye-value,  postural 
comfort  and  general  theatre  seating  ef- 
ficiency in  design  and  construction 
throughout. 

(E)  International  Seat  Corporation’s 
No.  601A,  with  a deep-curve  posture  back 
of  one-piece  stamped  steel  construction, 
quite  well  represents  the  current  develop- 
ment trend  in  theatre  seating,  in  which 
good  looks  and  comfortability  are  well 
represented. 

(F)  Irwin  Seating  Company’s  No.  123 
features  a new  curved  aisle  standard,  a 
two-piece  cover  seat,  a metal  rimmed  back 
and  other  features  of  design  and  con- 
struction which  contribute  to  value  in  the- 
atre seating. 

(G)  Kroehler  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany’s new  Push-Back  theatre  chair  has 
the  retractible  seat  feature  to  commend  it 
for  comfort  and  convenience.  Otherwise 
too,  its  appeal  is  not  lacking  because  of 
ultra-smart  designing  for  the  maximum 
result  in  modern  seating  service. 

(H)  Peabody  Seating  Company’s  No. 
1900,  a comparatively  recent  addition  to 
the  line,  quite  well  exemplifies  the  trend 
toward  greater  attractiveness  and  genu- 
ine body  comfort  in  theatre  seating.  This 
model  embodies  durability  as  well  as  other 
modern  theatre  seating  requirements. 
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By  Helen  Kent 


OWN  EAST,  where  time  is  precious 
and  even  entertainment  must  be 
taken  in  small  doses,  an  innovation 
known  as  Newsreel  Theatres  is  becoming 
one  of  the  most  popular  forms  of  recre- 
ation. Metropolitan  New  Yorkers  welcomed 
with  open  arms  this  new  idea  which  pro- 
vides them  with  pre-digested  news,  un- 
biased and  educational,  in  a program  which 
neatly  consumes  an  hour  and  which  con- 
tains enough  variety  to  hold  the  interest 
of  everyone. 

All  of  the  latest  newsreels  are  presented 
in  one  quick-stepping  program  and  the 
program  is  changed  each  week.  Travelogs, 
sports,  scientific  subjects  and  other 
"shorts”  are  also  presented  to  round  out 
an  hour’s  entertainment.  The  hustly- 
bustly  Down-easters  seem  to  go  for  this 
streamlined  amusement.  It  is  something 
that  may  be  dropped  in  on  at  odd  times 
with  no  fear  of  missing  a plot  or  forget- 
ting to  leave  when  one’s  time  is  limited. 
Admission  to  these  houses  is  25  cents  at 
all  times. 

The  novel  idea  was  born  and  The  News- 
reel Theatres,  Inc.,  was  established  in 
1934,  when  the  now  famous  Embassy  News- 
reel Theatre,  at  46th  and  Broadway  in 
New  York  City,  was  opened.  It  was  the 
first  of  its  type  and  set  the  style  for 
sparkling  news-picture  presentation.  The 
company  now  operates  four  newsreel  the- 


atres. which  have  become  popularly  known 
as  “public  forums”  of  the  screen.  They 
are  located  at  vantage  points  in  the  busi- 
ness sections  of  New  York  City  and  New- 
ark, New  Jersey. 

In  the  Modern  Mood 

Needless  to  say,  this  new  type  of  en- 
tertainment presentation  and  the  class  of 
patronage  to  which  it  caters  demanded  a 
somewhat  different  sort  of  housing. 
Streamlined  entertainment  would  only  be 
appropriate  in  the  most  modern  surround- 
ings: and  patrons  who  preferred  news  to 
horse  operas  would  undoubtedly  also  pre- 
fer up-to-date  comfort  and  convenience 
in  the  presentation’s  environment. 

Hence,  the  intimate,  small  and  ultra 
modern  theatre  for  newsreel  programs 
was  evolved  and  has  been  maintained. 
Every  provision  is  made  for  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  patrons  and  charm  and 
beauty  of  appointments  is  regarded  as  fully 
as  important  in  this  type  of  house  as  in 
those  of  larger  size  and  longer  program. 

The  latest  Newsreel  Tlieatre  to  open — 
on  December  2 — serves  as  a stunning  ex- 
ample of  good  taste  in  small  theatre  de- 


AIthoug:h the  progrrains  are  short  and  snappy, 
tliere  is  no  shortage  of  provision  for  utmost 
eoinfort  and  eye-appeal  in  this  view  of  New 
York’s  Newest  Newsreel  Theatre. 


KoeUefeller  Center’s  Newsreel  Cinema  bulle- 
tins its  attractions  with  lights  and  letters  in 
tile  most  auspicious  modern  manner. 


sign  and  furnishing.  It  is  located  in  the 
newly-constructed  Associated  Press  Build- 
ing in  Rockefeller  Center,  adding  another 
and  final  unit  of  theatrical  presentation 
offered  in  the  Center.  The  new  theatre 
was  built  by  Rockefeller  Center,  Inc.,  un- 
der contract  with  Hegeman  and  Harris. 
Interior  decorations,  color  motif  and  fur- 
nishings w'ere  done  by  Battisti. 

An  Eye-Catching  Display 

With  a ready-made  and  most  magnifi- 
cent exterior  as  part  of  the  new  Associ- 
ated Press  Building,  the  Newsreel  The- 
atre capitalizes  its  modern  front  with  bril- 
liant display  on  a three-sided  marquee 
topped  by  name-signs.  The  marquee  is 
fitted  with  two  lines  of  silhouette  letters 
on  a sparkling  white-lighted  background 
and  is  outlined  in  neon.  Display  cases 
along  one  side  of  the  theatre  and  on  the 
modern  flush  dooi’s  further  serve  to  sell 
the  program.  'Tlie  advertising  displays 
lead  naturally  to  the  boxoffice  located  at 
the  farside  of  the  entrance.  It  is  mod- 
ernly  equipped  in  every  particular. 

The  lobby  is  also  used  for  educational 
display  in  a refined  manner.  This  is  a 
smartly  decorated  and  equipped  room 
which  serves  to  direct  patrons  into  the 
auditorium  or  upstairs  to  the  lounge.  The 
floor  is  colorfully  and  completely  covered 
with  rubber  matting,  the  design  of  which 
serves  also  to  direct  traffic.  Marble  wains- 
cot, decorative  metal  handrails  and  inter- 
esting indirect  cove  lighting  enhance  the 
beauty  and  utility  of  the  lobby.  'The  stair- 
case to  the  lounge  is  heavily  carpeted 
in  plain-textured  floor  covering. 

Chairs  Accelerate  Traffic 

The  auditorium,  however,  seems  to  be 
influenced  most  directly  by  the  program 
policy  of  the  house.  Since  the  newsreel 
program  is  short,  the  audience  is  never 
extremely  large  nor  is  there  an  incentive 
to  linger  over-long.  Hence,  the  auditorium 
is  compact,  seating  only  450  patrons,  but 
wisely,  they  are  seated  comfortably  and 
more  than  ample  space  is  allowed  for  fre- 
quent passage  between  seats. 

Seating  in  this  latest  Newsreel  Theatre 
deserves  comment  also  on  its  unique  con- 

( Continued  on  page  40) 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


to  the  Tight,  one  or 
the  new  O.C.  992 
series  of  Heywood 
Chairs.  This  one  has 
a swanky  double-light 
aisle  standard. 


IIUWI/  you  can  get  genuine  Heywood  engineered  seats  at  prices  that  cost  no  more 
than  ordinary  run-of-the-mill  chairs.  Substantial  price  reductions  have  been  made 
with  absolutely  no  change  whatever  in  construction  or  quality!  You  now  buy  these 
swanky,  top-quality  chairs  at  prices  which  make  them  the  biggest  value  in  theatre 
seating  today ! All  the  exclusive  Heywood  construction  features  are  available.  . . . 
Extra- Wear  Back  Panel  . . . All  Steel,  protective  Bottom  Board  . . . All  Steel 
Hinge  . . . Double-Light  Aisle  Standard  ...  in  short,  all  those  things  which 
make  Heywood  Chairs  the  absolute  “tops*”  in  Seating.  Further,  you  are  certain  of 
reliable,  dependable,  nation-wide  service.  Ask  your  Heywood  Sales  Representative 
or  write  to  your  nearest  Heywood  Sales  Office. 


l^jEstablished  1826 

-f 

IIMER,  MASSACHUSETTS 
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Latest  Newsreel  Theatre  Is 
Both  Lovely  and  Loungey 


(Continued  from  page  38) 


struction  and  beauty.  The  chairs  are  com- 
plete in  one  unit  which  embodies  the  latest 
comfort  and  posture  principles.  Flat  sus- 
pension springs  are  used  instead  of  spring 
coils,  which  are  said  to  provide  added 
comfort.  The  chairs  also  have  a new  pro- 
vision to  aid  patronage  traffic;  spring 
hinges  hold  the  seat  of  the  chair  at  a 
45-degree  angle  when  it  is  unoccupied  and 
patrons  can  readily  slip  into  it  when  they 
enter  the  row.  Upholstered  in  turquoise 
leather  and  mohair,  the  chairs  are  equally 
as  attractive  as  they  are  comfortable. 

Acoustics  in  the  new  theatre  also  had 
to  be  as  perfect  as  it  was  possible  to  pro- 
vide. With  untrained  voices  and  unexpect- 
ed sounds  often  occurring  in  the  picture 
presentations,  it  was  necessary  that  sound 
reception  be  entirely  faithful  to  the  re- 
cording. To  gain  this  acoustical  perfec- 
tion, the  walls  of  the  auditorium  were 
lined  throughout  with  sound  absorbing 
material,  which  was  then  covered  with 
flame-proof  fabric,  and  finally  all  bare 
surfaces  were  covered  with  acoustical 
plaster. 

Tlie  projection  room  is  also  entirely 
sound-proof,  eliminating  any  possible  ma- 
chine noises  that  might  penetrate  into  the 
theatre  auditorium.  And  naturally  the 
projection  and  sound  equipment  is  of  the 
latest  and  finest  type,  in  keeping  with 
other  modem  presentation  features  of  the 
house. 

Further  assurance  of  complete  comfort 
for  patrons  is  given  by  a most  modern 
air  conditioning  plant  for  year  ’round  tem- 
perature control.  Approximately  400  cubic 
feet  of  fresh,  filtered  cool  or  warmed  air 
is  delivered  to  each  person  each  minute. 
High  velocity  air  diffusers  in  the  ceiling 
of  the  auditorium  dispense  this  conditioned 
air  draftlessly  and  noiselessly. 

An  Apple-Blossom  Air 

But  in  outlining  the  physical  and  me- 
chanical efficiency  of  the  Newsreel  The- 
atre, we  must  not  neglect  its  provisions 
for  the  aesthetic  as  well.  The  beauty  of 
its  simple  interior  decoration  is  equally 
as  important  and  impressive  as  any  other 
phase  of  the  theatre’s  operation. 

The  decorators  of  the  auditorium  took 


Lett — The  Newsreel’s  lounge,  thougrh  small, 
is  quite  apparently  dedicated  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  patrons,  with  modern 
functional  furnishing's.  Right — The  lobby  like- 
wise makes  full  use  of  limited  space  for  com- 
fortable access  as  well  as  refined  advertising 
display. 

as  their  color  motif  the  various  hues  and 
tints  found  in  the  apple  blossom,  pale 
green,  pink,  white  and  brown,  to  form  the 
basis  for  a light  and  airy  atmosphere. 
The  walls  are  covered  in  a modem  damask 
patterned  in  shades  of  green;  the  wains- 
cot is  in  strong  rose  colors  of  the  hue 
assumed  by  the  apple  tree  in  blossom-time, 
and  the  ceiling  repeats  the  warm  tone  in 
delicate  apple-blossom  pink. 

A most  unique  and  specially  designed 
carpet  is  used  in  the  aisles  of  the  audi- 
torium. With  a background  of  old  rose, 
it  is  patterned  with  reels  from  which  film 
is  unwinding — serving  further  to  empha- 
size the  function  of  the  attractive  little 
theatre.  The  screen  is  strikingly  treated 
in  draperies  of  black  and  deep  maroon 
with  valances  of  green  lined  in  crimson. 

The  luxurious  lounge  of  the  Newsreel 
Theatre  is  also  dedicated  to  comfort  and 
eye-appeal.  It  is  located  on  the  floor  above 
the  lobby,  easily  accessible  by  a stairway 
to  one  side  of  the  entrance.  Telephone 
booths  and  rest  rooms  are  also  to  be  found 
on  this  level. 

Modernism  is  lavishly  presented  in  this 
portion  of  the  house.  A new  type  of  fur- 
nishings imported  from  Europe,  of  the 
most  modern  design  and  construction,  are 
used  to  invite  relaxation.  The  upholstered 
chairs,  settees  and  tables  were  designed 
by  the  famous  Finnish  architect  Aalto,  and 
are  constructed  of  a new  and  unusual  lami- 
nated wood. 

Modern  Materials  Abound 
Broad  plywood  frames  are  built  of  sev- 
eral layers  of  native  Finnish  birch,  which 
serves  to  give  a resiliency  comparable  to 
spring-frame  construction.  This  in  addi- 
tion to  the  deep  spring  upholstery  pro- 
vides an  especially  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive type  of  furnishing.  The  match- 
ing tables  are  simple  in  design,  the  beauty 
of  which  is  heightened  by  a veneer  of 
rigidly  figured  curled  birch.  The  wood  of 
which  these  pieces  are  constructed  is 
quite  rare,  found  only  in  an  occasional 
tree,  and  its  use  is  expected  to  promote 
a new  style  trend  in  modern  furniture. 
Attractive  wall  covering,  Venetian  blinds. 


soft  draperies,  modem  reflective  lamps, 
ash  receptacles,  mirrors  and  some  novel 
shadow-box  circus  pictures  complete  the 
decorative  elements  of  the  lounge.  Effi- 
cient and  modern  rest  rooms  are  adjacent 
to  this  most  functional  room. 

’The  newest  Newsreel  Theatre  is  indeed 
a stunning  example  of  the  small  and  in- 
timate theatre  in  a metropolitan  location. 
It  is  replete  with  provisions  for  thorough 
patron  satisfaction  and  is  a perfect  ex- 
ample of  modem  m^ans  for  refined  pre- 
sentation of  the  type  of  programs  for 
which  there  is  a growing  demand — short, 
varied,  entertaining  and  educational. 

The  Newsreel  Theatre  Company,  guided 
largely  by  the  success  of  its  other  theatres, 
is  confident  that  its  latest  will  prove  high- 
ly popular  due  to  its  unique  location  and 
attractiveness.  Officials  of  the  company, 
W.  French  Githens,  president;  Harold  E. 
Wondsel,  vice-president;  Francis  Carter 
Wood,  Jr.,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Major 
A.  G.  Rudd,  general  manager,  may  well 
be  proud  of  the  newsreel  theatre  idea,  the 
success  it  has  met  and  the  very  repre- 
sentative fineness  of  theatres,  which  serve 
as  efficient  models  for  small  theatre  de- 
sign and  constmction. 


'TACKAGED"  WEATHER 


A complete  line  of  self-contained  “pack- 
aged” air  conditioning  units  for  com- 
mercial use,  ranging  in  capacity  from  one 
to  fifteen  tons  and  in  combinations  up  to 
thirty  tons,  has  been  announced  by 
Westinghouse.  Three  of  the  units  are 
central  systems  type  and  four  are  the  type 
for  installation  within  the  conditioned 
space.  Factory  engineered  and  built,  these 
new  units  are  offered  as  a complete  year 
’round  air  conditioning  system  put  up  in  a 
compact  enclosed  cabinet,  delivering,  it  is 
claimed,  the  results  expected  from  individ- 
ually-engineered air  conditioning. 

The  new  units  employ  hermetically 
sealed  compressors.  Two  switches  permit 
maximum  flexibility  of  operation,  one 
controls  the  entire  cooling  mechanism  and 
the  other  the  blower  motor  so  that  air 
circulation  may  be  enjoyed  when  cooling 
is  not  necessary.  All-steel  welded  form  of 
cabinet  insures  permanent  rigidity. 
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the  patrons  of  the  new 
Road  Theatre,  Chicago, 
will  enjoy  the  great  com- 
fort afforded  by  Ideal 
Chairs.  They  will  have 
the  advantage  of  restful, 
correct  posture.  They  will 
admire  the  attractive  styl- 
ing. 

The  owners  will  for  years 
reap  the  benefits  of  the 
long  service  which  has 
been  assured  by  the  use 
of  q u a 1 i ty  materials 
throughout  the  construc- 
tion of  these  chairs.  Their 
superiority  will  become 
more  evident  each  day. 

★ 


Today,  you,  too,  probably  realize  the  vital  impor- 
tance of  comfortable,  modern  seating  ...  of  select- 
ing the  correct  chair  for  your  specific  requirements. 
Competition  demands  it.  Don't  try  to  get  along  with 
those  old  back-breakers  any  longer. 


IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY  • GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 

334  West  44th  Street, 
EXPORT  OrnCE;  ■ New  York  City 

Attention  J.  E.  Robin 


Write  today  for  catalog  and  name 
of  your  nearest  Ideal  representa- 
tive. 
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By  Henry  E.  Greenspoon* 


CLOSELY  connect- 
ed with  the  ques- 
tion of  comfort 
in  motion  picture  the- 
atres, and  a subject 
that  has  perhaps  hith- 
erto not  received  the 
attention  that  its  im- 
portance would  seem 
to  merit,  is  the  ques- 
tion of  adequate  sight 
lines  and  proper  floor 
slopes. 

In  the  development 
of  the  cinema  these 
factors  seem  to  have  been  neglected  or 
never  seriously  or  scientifically  investi- 
gated due  to  the  similarity  of  purpose  and 
influence  of  the  legitimate  theatres,  with- 
in whose  walls  most  cinemas  throughout 
the  country  will  be  found. 

The  condition  is  also  possibly  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  cinema  until  the  advent  of 
talking  pictures  was  being  tolerated  only 
as  a temporary  form  of  recreation  or  a 
fad  that  would  not  last. 

Today  the  cinema  has  earned  its  place 
as  the  star  of  the  recreation  industry  and 
is  a definite  part  of  our  cultural  develop- 


*  Architect,  of  the  firm  of  Eliasoph  & 

Greenspoon,  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada, 
associates  of  Ben  Schlanger,  Members 
Architectural  Advisory  Board  of  The 
Modern  Theatre  Planning  Institute. 


ment.  For  this  reason,  it  behooves  us  to 
erect  theatres  that  will  adequately  fill  the 
particular  need  required  in  the  industry 
and  to  improve  or  eliminate  bad  visual 
or  seating  conditions  in  existing  structm’es 
inherited  from  earlier  decades. 

Discomforting  Postures 

Past  practice  has  condoned  conditions 
requiring  spectators  to  look  between  the 
heads  of  those  in  the  row  in  front  of 
them  and  over  the  heads  of  those  two 
rows  in  front  (second  row  vision),  thus 
necessitating  uncomfortable  adjustment  to 
shifting  obstacles  especially  when  action 
pictures  shift  from  one  side  of  the  screen 
to  the  other. 

Theatre  architects  today  in  their  desire 
to  find  the  functional  solution  to  this  very 
interesting  problem  are  therefore  mostly 
concerned  with  the  patron’s  maximum  en- 
joyment of  the  performance  both  audi- 
tory and  visual.  This  last  condition  de- 
mands that  the  spectator  be  at  ease,  feel- 
ing neither  bodily  discomfort  nor  ocular 
strain. 

Intimately  associated  and  a factor  in 
obtaining  this  result  are  numerous  other 
factors  which  we  shall  not  consider  at 
present,  such  as  type  of  seat,  aisle  ar- 
rangements, chair  spacing  and  balcony 
pitches,  all  very  important  in  their  effect 
on  the  psychological  reaction  of  the  patron. 

On  the  particular  phase  which  we  are 
considering,  a great  deal  of  work  has  been 


done  by  Ben  Schlanger,  New  York  the- 
atre architect,  who  has  evolved  the  paro- 
bolic  reverse  floor  slope.  It  involves  a 
scientific  adjustment  and  relationship  of 
floor  slopes,  balcony  pitches,  individual 
chair  back  pitches  and  screen  location. 

Far  from  being  a theoretical  solution, 
this  floor  system  has  been  in  use  in  a 
number  of  theatres  in  the  States,  several 
in  Montreal,  built  under  the  supervision  of 
the  author,  and  others  independently  ar- 
rived at  in  such  countries  as  France,  Swe- 
den and  New  Zealand. 

The  only  reason  that  we  can  see  for 
this  system’s  not  being  used  to  a greater 
extent  is  that  our  so-called  depression 
has  not  been  conducive  to  the  building 
of  many  new  theatres  and  to  the  fact 
that  entrenched  tradition  is  always  very 
difficult  to  combat. 

Unobstructed  "Vision 

The  basis  of  this  reversed  floor  slope  is 
contrary  to  the  accepted  or  conventional 
floor  slope,  usually  determined  by  adopt- 
ing an  empirical  drop  of  one-and-a-half- 
inch  fall  to  each  foot  of  auditorium  length. 
In  the  reverse  floor  slope  system,  in  order 
to  obtain  unobstructed  vision,  the  floor  is 
designed  in  a “saucer  shape,’’  which  brings 
one  of  the  high  points  of  the  floor  close 
to  the  screen. 

By  tilting  the  body  backwards  to  a 
specified  pitch  in  each  row  and  permit- 
ting the  higher  part  of  the  floor  in  front 
of  the  seat  to  support  the  feet,  a natural 
and  comfortable  position  is  assumed  by 
those  spectators  in  the  front  portion  of 
the  theatre.  A complete  view  of  the  screen 
is  obtained  without  raising  the  head  above 
a natural  position. 

Nor  do  seats  at  the  rear  end  of  the 
auditorium  constitute  a problem.  Seats 
on  the  orchestra  level  more  remote  from 
the  screen  merely  require  less  tilt. 

"While  this  arrangement  distinctly  im- 
proves the  orchestra  seating,  it  also  serves 
as  a means  by  which  the  complete  form 
of  the  theatre  may  be  revised  to  suit  the 
requirements  of  the  screen  performance. 

The  faults  of  the  present  orchestra  seat- 
ing are  greatly  magnified  when  the  en- 
larged screen  is  used,  because  the  spec- 
tator has  to  tilt  his  head  backwards  even 
farther  than  it  is  now  necessary  with  the 
small  screen.  Thus,  the  enlarged  screen 
has  also  served  as  an  important  agent  in 
determining  a new  form  for  theatre  struc- 
ture. 

Reversing  the  slope  of  the  orchestra 
floor  also  brings  many  decided  advantages 
to  the  balcony,  which  can  now  be  kept 
low  and  of  a slight  pitch,  made  possible 
(Continued  on  page  44) 

Interior  view  of  the  Kinpire  Theatre,  in  Mon- 
treal, Quebec,  looking  toward  staere,  in  which 
the  “Schlanffer  parabolic  reverse  floor  slope** 
is  used.  The  floor  at  the  front  of  the  auditor- 
ium is  tilted  accordine:  to  the  table  of  toler- 
able obstruction  for  correct  seating:  and  good 
sight  lines,  develoj>ed  by  Ben  Schlanger,  of 
New  York  City,  who  specializes  in  theatre 
designing:. 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


If  you  want  to  boost  box-office  receipts,  investigate  this  new  and 
amazing  Kroehler  Push-Back  Theater  Seat.  It  is  such  a startling 
improvement  in  comfort  and  safety  that  it  will  make  your  theater 
the  talk  of  the  town — and  pay  for  itself  in  increased  attendance. 

A simple  thrust  of  the  feet  retracts  the  seat  of  this  new  Kroehler 
Push-Back  Seat  to  let  others  pass.  There  is  no  standing  up — no 
annoyance — no  waste  of  space  or  interference  with  other  rows. 
When  the  occupant  relaxes,  the  seat  automatically  returns  to 
normal  position. 

Built  by  Kroehler,  world’s  largest  furniture  manufacturer,  it  is 
absolutely  safe  and  amazingly  sturdy  in  construction. 

See  these  new  seats  now  on  display  at  the  jollowing 
showrooms,  or  write  today  jor  complete  information. 

KROEHLER  MFC.  CO.,  Public  Seating  Division,  666  Lake  Shore  Drive,  Chicago 
Chicago,  III.  . 666  Lake  Shore  Drive  Dallas,  Texas  . . . 2625  Elm  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Paramount  Building  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  4350  Beverly  Blvd. 
Cleveland,  Ohio  . 4020  E.  Il6th  St.  San  Francisco  . 2 50  Golden  Gate  Ave. 


KROEHLER 


THEATER 

(PATENTED) 


BUILT  BY  WORLD'S  LARGEST  FURNITURE  MANUFACTURER 


AVAILABLE  IN 


ULTRA  SMART 


STYLES, 


ADAPTABLE  TO 


ANY  THEATER 


INTERIOR 
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Figr.  1.  A long-itudinal  section  of  the  motion 
picture  theatre  showing'  vertical  screen  posi- 
tion and  two  different  floor  slopes.  Position  A 
sliows  conventional  floor  sloiie  and  amount 
of  obstmction,  A1  and  A2.  Position  B shows 
reversed  floor  slope  and  amount  of  obstruc- 
tion is  represented  by  B1  and  B3.  The  dif- 
ference between  A and  B expressed  in  feet 
and  inches  represents  the  saving  in  construc- 
tion height,  while  the  difference  between  A1 
and  B1  slums  the  difference  in  screen  ob- 
struction. 

A Reversal  of  Form  in 
Sight-Lines  and  Seating 


(Continued  from  page  42) 


by  the  low  point  of  the  rear  of  the  re- 
versed orchestra  floor. 

Balconies  More  Desirable 
Tire  balcony  thus  becomes  more  de- 
sirable for  two  reasons:  (1)  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  level  of  the  screen  is  very 
much  the  same  as  that  of  the  balcony, 
the  sight  lines  are  greatly  improved,  and 
(2)  direct  and  easy  access  to  the  balcony 
from  the  street  level  is  provided,  since 
the  difference  in  levels  is  surprisingly  small 
compared  to  the  difference  in  levels  in 
the  usual  type  of  theatre. 

A complete  analysis  of  bodily  posture 
has  been  made  in  connection  with  the 
pai-abolic  reverse  floor  principle.  The 
maximum  and  minimum  angles  have  been 
established  at  which  the  spectator  may 
repose  comfortably  in  seats  placed  on  the 
different  portions  of  the  orchestra  floor 
and  on  the  balcony  and  yet  maintain 
ocular  comfort. 

It  is  of  no  value  to  be  seated  com- 
fortably if  the  eye  must  be  strained  to 
see  an  image  placed  out  of  the  normal 
range  of  vision.  To  avoid  this  fault  in 
seating  design,  the  author  has  correlated 
the  factors  of  the  normal  range  of  vision 
and  good  bodily  posture. 

Aside  from  achieving  the  foregoing  re- 
sults, this  new  floor  system  will  normally 
reduce  the  total  volume  of  a theatre  em- 
ploying the  conventional  floor  slope  by 
an  amount  equal  to  the  difference  in  ele- 
vation in  the  two  floor  systems.  This 
varies  in  different  theatres  with  their  re- 
spective lengths,  but  in  an  ordinary  audi- 
torium length  of  125  feet,  a difference  of 
4 feet  in  the  height  of  the  building  or  a 
difference  in  volume  of  approximately  12 
per  cent  will  be  found. 

Thus,  the  new  system  gives  us  among 
other  things,  controlled  sight  lines,  correct 
seating  postiue,  small  balcony  pitches  and 
economy  of  construction,  for  which  bene- 
fits many  theatre  owners  would  be  will- 
ing to  pay  a handsome  premium.  The  re- 
sult can  be  obtained  at  a smaller  than 
ordinary  cost  when  the  theatre  plans  are 
laid  out  according  to  this  parabolic  re- 
I versed  floor  system. 

i 4;'' view  of  the  lounge  looking  from  the  main 

I entrance  in  the  Jewel  Theatre,  Brooklyn, 

I New  York,  another  modern  theatre  project 

1 employing  the  parabolic  reverse  floor  slope 

principle,  evolved  by  Ben  Schlanger,  theatre 
architect. 


I 

A 


Fig.  2.  This  diagram  illustrates  the  economy  of  space  which  may  be  achieved  by  utilizing  the 
I’arabolic  reverse  floor  system  even  where  stadia  or  balconies  are  concerned.  The  dotted  section 
lines  “A”  show  the  orchestra  and  balcony  floors  of  the  usual  type  of  motion  picture  house.  The 
heavy  line  “B”  shows  that  with  the  reverse  floor  system  the  capacity  of  the  theatre  may  be  main- 
tained, the  visual  efficiency  raised  and  the  comfort  of  all  spectators  greatly  increased. 


Fig.  3.  Scientific  adjustment  of  the  floor  sloiies.  balcony  pitches  and  individual  chair  back  pitches 
is  needed  to  insure  the  jiatron’s  comfort.  In  “A,”  the  spectator  is  forced  to  assume  an  unnatural 
head  tilt  in  the  orchestra.  In  “B,”  his  position  is  uncomfortably  reversed  in  the  balcony.  “C”  illus- 
trates the  comfortable  position  assumed  on  a horizonal  floor  with  a reversed  pitch. 
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SEES  HOME  TELEVISION  NO  SERIOUS  THREAT 


The  exhibitor  who  may  have  had  some 
misgivings  about  the  approach  of 
home  television  as  another  upset  to 
the  normal  functions  of  his  business  may 
nov/  rest  a bit  easier  as  a result  of  recent 
reports  on  television’s  progress. 

Television’s  obstacles  are  many.  Lack 
of  studio  programs,  short  range  of  trans- 
mission, smallness  of  screen  image  and 
high  installation  cost  are  chief  among 
many  hurdles  to  be  cleared  before  large- 
scale  public  acceptance  for  home  use  can 
be  anticipated. 

I.  J.  Kaar,  of  General  Electric  Com- 
pany, speaking  before  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Engineers  recently,  looked 


into  the  future  at  the  problems  still  to  be 
solved  before  satisfactory  television  pic- 
tures wiU  be  available  in  the  home  on  a 
national  basis. 

“Television  differs  from  sound  broad- 
casting in  the  importance  of  standards,’’ 
asserted  Mr.  Kaar.  “If  transmission  stand- 
ards are  changed,  television  receivers  de- 
signed for  old  standards  become  useless. 
Because  of  this,  no  responsible  manufac- 
turer would  sell  television  receivers  to  the 
public  until  standards  were  fixed  by  the 
industry  and  sponsored  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commissions.’’ 

“The  time  is  now  opportune  to  bring 
television  to  the  public,  as  research  has 


reached  a point  where  the  picture  image 
is  acceptable  to  the  public.” 

But  . . . “The  big  problem  ahead  of  tele- 
vision today,”  declared  Mr.  Kaar,  “is  ‘Who 
shall  pay  for  the  television  programs’?” 
In  broadcasting  the  cost  of  programs  is 
borne  mainly  by  commercial  sponsors. 
“The  public  has  been  educated  to  expect 
a high  degree  of  excellence  in  radio  pro- 
grams,” he  added,  “and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  mediocre  program  material  in 
television  would  be  acceptable.  Just  who 
is  going  to  sponsor  television  broadcasts 
when  a sizeable  audience  does  not  yet 
exist,  is  the  big  problem.” 

It  is  Mr.  Kaar’s  opinion  that  “when 
television  is  born,  it  must  be  born  full- 
fledged,  as  far  as  program  material  is 
concerned.  This,  of  course,  means  great 
expense  which  will  have  to  be  borne  by 
the  pioneers.” 


THANK  YOU  PARAMOUNT  — We  are  proud  indeed  to 
have  the  privilege  of  seating  Paramount’s  finest  theatre  at 
42nd  Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City,  the  “Cross 
Roads  of  the  Theatre  World.” 
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'tub  cross-roads  of  the  theatre  world 
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LITERATURE 


8 MILES  of  yam! 


A LEXANDER  SMITH  CRESTWOOD  Carpet  has  to  be  made  of 
the  finest  quality,  toughest  carpet  wool  it  is  possible  to  buy. 
This  photograph  shows  you  why. 

The  big  wheels,  twenty  feet  in  diameter,  are  what  are  known 
as  drums.  On  them  are  wound  continuous  strands  of  wool  yarn 
— eight  miles  to  a drum.  It  follows  that  strands  of  such  length, 
wound  under  tension  so  as  not  to  overlap,  must  of  necessity  be 
the  very  best  quality,  tough,  long-fibre  wool.  Inferior,  short- 
fibre  wool  would  break  under  the  strain. 

When  you  buy  Alexander  Smith  CRESTWOOD  Carpet  you 
knoiu  that  you  are  getting  carpet  made  of  the  finest  possible  carpet 
wool  because  the  Crestwood  process  of  manufacture  permits  the 
use  of  no  other  kind  . . . one  reason  why  Crestwood  is  one  of  the 
longest-wearing  and  largest-selling  theatre  carpets  in  the  world. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH 

Crestwood 

Theatre  Carpet 


Alexander  Smith  & Sons  Carpet  Co.,  295  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  liter- 
ature with  T/ie  Modern  Theatre  Informa- 
tion Bureau.  Readers  who  wish  copies  of 
such  literature  may  obtain  them  promptly 
by  addressing  The  Modern  Theatre,  332 
S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bryant  Heater  Company,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  submits  a portfolio  of  literature  on 
air  conditioning  and  a dehumidifier  ap- 
plication manual,  giving  complete  infor- 
mation on  the  application  of  Bryant  Silica 
Gel  Dehumidifiers  to  air  conditioning  sys- 
tems. The  machines  are  said  to  be  par- 
ticularly adaptable  for  theatre  installa- 
tions where  the  moisture  load  is  high  and 
there  is  a tendency  toward  over-cooling. 

C.  Cretors  & Company,  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois, offers  a 52nd  Anniversary  catalogue 
on  their  extensive  line  of  popcorn  ma- 
chines and  supplies.  The  large  26-page 
book  is  profusely  illustrated  and  interest- 
ingly compiled,  outlining  selling  angles  of 
popcorn  vending  and  the  profit  phases  of 
efficient  equipment  for  the  purpose. 

Forest  Manufacturing  Corp.,  of  Belle- 
ville, New  Jersey,  submits  a new  catalogue 
on  magnesium-copper  sulphide  rectifiers 
containing  explanation  of  mechanical 
principles  and  installation  details.  The 
catalogue  also  contains  information  on 
ether  products  of  the  company. 

Hurley  Screen  Company,  of  Belleville, 
New  Jersey,  offers  a folder  on  the  various 
types  of  screens  manufactured  by  the 
company.  Descriptions  and  specifications 
are  contained  in  the  mailing  piece  as  well 
as  a list  of  recent  installations. 

International  Seat  Corporation,  of 
Union  City,  Indiana,  presents  a booklet 
entitled  “Deliberately  Destroying  Theatre 
Chairs,”  in  which  is  outlined  a recent  me- 
chanical engineering  laboratory  test  made 
on  regular  production  units  of  Interna- 
tional seating.  Pictures  of  the  tests  and 
records  of  durability  are  highly  interest- 
ing as  presented  in  the  book. 

Russell  Uniform  Company,  of  New  York 
City,  submits  its  Catalogue  No.  44,  giving 
descriptions  and  illustrations  of  the  com- 
pany’s latest  styles  in  uniforms  for  ushers, 
usherettes,  cashiers  and  doormen.  Infor- 
mation for  ordering,  with  instructions  as 
to  request  for  samples  and  measurement, 
is  also  given. 

S.  O.  S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  of  New 
York  City,  presents  its  1939  Catalogue  on 
theatre  equipment  and  supplies.  The  98- 
page  book  is  profusely  illustrated  and  de- 
scriptions of  products  are  most  complete. 
Prices  are  also  given. 

United  States  Gypsum  Company,  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  offers  a very  attractive 
and  colorful  booklet  entitled  “Modern 
Principles  in  Paint  and  Decoration.”  The 
book  gives  hints  on  interior  decoration, 
guidance  in  the  selection  of  paints,  color 
charts  and  instruction  in  the  use  and 
maintenance  of  decorative  paints. 

Notice;  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or 
maintenance  are  invited  to  file  latest 
copies  of  their  catalogues  or  descriptive 
literature  with  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. — The  Editor. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Many  theatre  patrons  have  adopted  the 
“home  movie”  hobby.  Isn’t  it  possible 
that  they  know  more  about  projection  now 
that  they  operate  their  own  sets?  The 
public  is  no  longer  gullible — least  of  all 
about  moving  picture  entertainment. 


Of  course,  the  locations  upon  which 
these  old  theatres  stand  have  been  estab- 
lished and  it  may  not  be  desirable  to  try 
another.  Should  that  be  the  case,  wreck- 
ing and  rebuilding  would  be  advisable. 
Otherwise,  we  will  undoubtedly  find  our 
solution  by  acquiring  vacant  property  very 
near  to  the  site  of  the  present  theatre  and 
possibly  developing  a new  business  build- 
ing which  will  embody  enough  commercial 
space  to  make  the  development  a lucrative 
building  project  in  a location  that  will  at- 
tract more  shoppers  and  thus  make  more 
customers  for  show  business. 


BUILD  THEATRES  FOR  MORE  EARNING  POWER 


By  Edward  Paul  Lewin,  Architect 


ly  has  found  that  meeting  new  theatre 
competition  with  more  spacious  rest  rooms 
would  necessitate  expensive  structural 
changes  and,  in  some  instances,  acquiring 
additional  ground  space  which  may  or  may 
not  be  available.  He  would  soon  discover 
that  it  would  be  much  more  logical  to  build 
an  entirely  new  theatre. 


Within  the  past  few  years,  attention  has 
also  been  given  to  modernizing  the  lobby, 
foyer  and  auditorium  by  means  of 
thorough  redecoration,  new  seating,  new 
carpeting,  new  furniture  and  new  light- 
ing fixtures,  with  practically  no  effort 
made  to  improve  the  location  and  size  of 
the  toilet  space,  to  say  nothing  of  lounges, 
smoking  and  cosmetic  rooms. 

It  must  be  very  disillusioning  to  a 
patron,  after  entering  one  of  these  re- 
habilitated theatres  and  walking  through 
a beautiful  lobby  and  foyer,  then  to  be 
obliged  to  walk  down  a flight  or  two  of 
old,  narrow  stairs  into  a poorly  ventilated 
and  inadequate  toilet  space,  the  moderni- 
zation of  which,  as  far  as  new  plumbing 
fixtures,  tile  walls,  and  modern  materials 
are  concerned,  did  not  appear  to  compen- 
sate for  the  cost  of  so  doing. 

In  such  cases,  the  exhibitor  undoubted- 


I INCE  July  of 
1933,  this  publi- 
cation has  con- 
sistently advocated  the 
remodeling  of  old  out- 
of-date  theatres  as  a 
stimulant  to  increas- 
ing receipts  at  the 
boxoffice.  At  that 
time,  the  theatre 
owner  or  manager 
must  have  been  skep- 
tical, since  the  nation 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  worst  depression 
in  its  history.  Moreover,  the  proposed 
solution  probably  left  the  editors  open  to 
criticism  for  making  recommendations  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money  on  what 
the  exhibitor  undoubtedly  considered  defi- 
nitely an  experiment.  The  Modern  The- 
atre since  that  time  has  had  its  convictions 
definitely  confirmed,  although  its  com- 
plete objective  thus  far  has  not  been  fully 
accomplished. 


Having  convinced  the  exhibitor  that 
House  Appeal  was  imperative,  rehabilita- 
tion at  the  beginning  was  confined  to 
modernization  of  the  exterior,  installation 
of  better  sound  and  projection  equipment, 
improved  heating  plants,  and  an  adequate 
and  modern  ventilating  and  cooling  sys- 
tem. Now  the  motion  picture  public  has 
been  taught  to  expect  the  aforementioned 
improvements,  taking  them  for  granted, 
and  will  not  patronize  a theatre  that  is  not 
at  least  rehabilitated  to  that  extent.  These 
changes  have  been  accomplished  with  a 
minimum  of  reconstruction  and,  in  most 
instances,  without  acquiring  additional 
space. 

At  present,  the  average  out-of-date  the- 
atre has  inadequate  lounging  space  and 
toilets  and  no  smoking  and  cosmetic  rooms. 
These  modern  appointments  are  abso- 
lutely a necessity  if  present  houses  are  to 
compete  successfully  with  the  modern  new 
theatres  of  the  near  future. 
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By  Sam  Sooner 


Every  theatre  owner  is  concerned 
with  depreciation  of  his  equipment. 
Proper  calculation  of  depreciation  for 
every  item  of  equipment  in  the  house  and 
an  understanding  of  the  use  and  life  of 
that  equipment  are  all  factors  affecting 
depreciation  as  well  as  the  actual  man- 
agement of  the  house. 

Depreciation,  according  to  the  most 
widely  accepted  usage,  is  the  decline  in  use 
value  of  fixed  tangible  assets.  Seldom  is 
depreciation  defined  as  including  decline 
in  value  resulting  from  price  movements 
alone.  It  is  advisable,  in  figuring  de- 
preciation, to  think  of  it  as  a matter  of 
value  rather  than  a physical  condition. 

The  necessity  for  depreciation  and  use 
of  a depreciation  allowance  on  the  house’s 
balance  sheet  arises  from  the  fact  that  cer- 
tain business  property  gradually  ap- 
proaches a point  where  its  usefulness  is 
exhausted. 

The  principal  causes  of  depreciation  can 
be  listed  as  follows: 

1.  Ordinary  wear  and  tear  in  use 

2.  Unusual  damage  or  deterioration 

3.  Exhaustion 

4.  limited  possibility  of  use 

5.  Inadequacy 

6.  Obsolescence 

7.  Cessation  of  demand  for  the  type  of 
show 

8.  Decrepitude 

9.  Negligence 

10.  Structural  defects 

11.  Diseases. 

And  depreciation  is  something  that  must 
be  calculated;  depreciation  rates  to  cover 
a long  period  of  time  must  be  arrived  at 
for  every  piece  of  equipment  in  the  house. 
Every  one  of  these  eleven  factors  must  be 
brought  into  consideration  in  the  de- 
termination of  that  figure. 

Years  of  experience  in  dealing  with  a 
class  of  equipment  make  it  possible  to  ac- 
cumulate sufficient  data  upon  which  to 
predict  with  some  confidence  the  service 
life  of  equipment  as  far  as  the  normal 
wear  and  tear  are  concerned.  In  the  ac- 
companying table  such  a compilation  is 
presented;  figures  being  those  recom- 
mended by  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue for  purposes  in  connection  with  in- 
come tax  deductions  for  depreciation. 

But  there  are  few  theatres  in  the  land 
where  these  figures  can  be  taken  as  they 
are  and  applied;  each  must  be  adjusted 
to  the  individual  conditions  in  the  house. 
They  serve  as  a guide,  however,  and  offer 
a safe  estimation  for  average  depreciation 


on  many  pieces  of  equipment  used  in  the 
theatre. 

Such  predictions  of  life  which  affect  our 
depreciation  figures  are  subject  to  repair 
policies  and  conditions  as  to  exposure  or 
to  wear  which  affect  service  life  different- 
ly in  every  house. 

Before  touching  on  methods  of  pre- 
determining service  life,  we  might  well 
consider  the  all-important  factor  of  in- 
adequacy which  includes  those  causes  of 
retirement  due  to  the  growth  or  physical 
development  of  the  house.  Four  frequent 
causes  of  inadequacy  are: 

1.  Through  a change  of  policy  or  owner- 

ship; 

2.  Through  motives  of  economy,  as  for 

example,  where  a deliberate  policy 
of  providing  only  for  immediate 
needs  is  adopted; 

3.  Through  unforeseen  developments 

when  a marked  and  unexpected 
widening  of  attendance  occurs; 

4.  Imposed  from  without  as  by  mu- 

nicipal regidations. 

All  of  these  must  be  calculated  into  the 
service  life  and  allowances  made  in  figur- 
ing depreciation. 

The  first  step  in  actual  estimate  of  ser- 
vice life,  with  these  factors  in  mind,  is  to 
consider  four  moves:  (a)  Selection  of  a 
depreciable  unit;  (b)  probable  intensity  of 
operation;  (c)  maintenance  policy,  and 
(d)  retirement  policy  of  the  house. 

Then  the  second  step  is  one  of  adjust- 
ment of  the  preliminary  estimate  to  allow 
for  such  special  factors  as  inadequacy, 
obsolescence,  falling  off  of  business  and 
other  possible  causes  of  reduced  life  which 
are  unrelated  to  physical  conditions  and 
ordinary  standards  of  operation  and  can- 
not be  taken  care  of  by  insurance. 

Maintenance  policy  is  of  vital  signific- 
ance to  the  determination  of  the  useful 
period  of  life  of  equipment.  Without  cer- 
tain minor  repairs,  the  equipment  cannot 
long  remain  in  operating  condition:  with- 
out certain  other  repairs  the  asset  will  go 
to  its  grave  sooner  than  with  those  repairs. 
Therefore,  repairs  and  renewals  are  vital 
factors  in  determining  the  service  life  of 
an  asset. 

Without  doubt  the  most  important  single 
factor  in  the  determination  of  the  de- 
preciation rate  is  the  normal  policy  as  to 
repairs  and  maintenance.  Physical  de- 
terioration is  constantly  at  work.  If  this 
is  counteracted  by  a liberal  maintenance 
policy,  not  only  is  more  efficient  service 
secured  but  a longer  service  life  assured. 

Deterioration  takes  place  day  by  day, 
but  repairs  obviously  cannot  be  made  like- 


wise because  such  a policy  would  not  be 
economically  practical.  Every  manager 
must  consider  his  own  peculiar  problems 
and  determine  from  these  what  shall  con- 
stitute the  house’s  normal  repair  policy, 
and  so  far  as  possible  this  should  be  ad- 
hered to  strictly. 

At  the  outset,  a policy  may  be  assumed 
that  is  standard  at  that  time  in  the  eyes 
of  the  management,  taking  into  account 
special  conditions.  As  time  goes  on,  the 
policy  may  be  changed,  either  more  or  less 
involimtarily  or  deliberately.  A shortage 
of  funds  may  curtail  maintenance  activi- 
ties; obsolescence  or  inadequacy  may  make 
the  deliberate  curtailing  of  maintenance 
advisable.  Whatever  the  cause,  the 
change  in  policy  should  bring  about  a re- 
vision of  the  depreciation  rate  or  rates. 

When  it  is  found  that  an  original  esti- 
mate was  excessive,  a proper  charge  should 


Theatre  Equipment  Depreciation 

(Rates  chiefly  Bureau  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue calculations  and  recommendations). 


Boxes,  storage  and  film 10 

Cabinets,  records,  film  8 

Carpets  12% 

Choppers,  ticket  10 

Coin  changing  machines  10 

Costumes  20 

Counterweight  systems  5 

Curtains: 

Asbestos  or  steel  2% 

Machine,  automatic  5 

Stage  12% 

Decorations,  painted  mural,  etc 8 

Dimmers  12% 

Draperies  12% 

Dryers  10 

Fans,  exhaust  and  ventilating 6 2/3 

Furniture,  lobby  and  foyer  6 2/3 

Knives,  splicers  6 2/3 

Lamps,  projection  arc  10 

Lights,  arc  12% 

Stage,  Kleig  5 

Linoleum  and  rubber  flooring 10 

Mats,  rubber  and  linoleum  10 

Measuring  machines,  film  6 2/3 

Mirrors  5 

Orchestra  stands,  chairs  6 2/3 

Organs  10 

Perforators,  film  6 2/3 

Pianos  10 

Polishers,  film  10 

Printing  machines  6 2/3 

Projectors: 

Motion  picture  10 

Effect  5 

Lantern  slide  5 

Props  and  costumes  20 

Racks  10 

Reels: 

Film,  metal  20 

Film  drying,  wood  10 

Reflectors,  tilting  5 

Registers,  ticket  10 

Renovaters,  film  10 

Rewinders,  film  5 

Scenery,  stage  33  1/3 

Seats  5 

Screens  10 

Signal  machines  6 2/3 

Splicers,  film  5 

Stage  equipment  20 

Stereopticons  5 

Theatre  equipment  3 

Transverters  5 

Trunks  25 

Waxers,  film  10 
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be  made  on  the  books  to  the  surplus  ac- 
count to  take  care  of  the  past  deficiency 
in  depreciation  and  during  the  balance  of 
the  life  of  the  property  the  charge  to 
operation  should  be  based  on  the  revised 
estimate.  If  it  appears  certain  that  ser- 
vice life  will  be  longer,  then  a correction 
of  surplus  in  the  other  direction  should 
be  made. 

After  determining  the  basis  to  be  de- 
preciated, and  after  estimating  the  ser- 
vice life,  there  remains  the  fundamental 
technical  problem  of  apportionment  or  the 
spreading  of  the  total  amount  to  be  de- 
preciated over  the  various  accounting 
periods  included  in  the  estimated  life. 
There  are  three  methods  easily  adapted 
to  theatre  usage: 

1.  Time  methods  under  which  the 

amount  of  depreciation  per  ac- 
counting period  or  other  unit  of 
time  is  obtained  by  dividing  the 
amount  to  be  depreciated  by  the 
number  of  periods; 

2.  Interest  methods  which  are  a method 

of  systematic  increase  of  the  ef- 
fective depreciation  charge  per 
period  throughout  the  life  of  the 
equipment  being  depreciated,  and 

3.  Use  methods  which  are  based  on  ac- 

tual hours  of  use  and  correlate 
costs  and  results. 

All  of  these  factors  should  be  understood 
and  considered  in  studying  the  accom- 
panying table  of  depreciation  rates  for 
theatre  and  motion  picture  equipment. 
Figures  are  in  percentage  of  one  hundred 
per  cent,  of  course.  As  for  example, 
screens  are  rated  at  10,  which  means  that 
10  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  each 
screen  must  be  written  off  each  year  as 
depreciation  until  the  100  per  cent  has 
been  taken  care  of. 

As  pointed  out  in  a previous  paragraph, 
while  these  rates  are  recommended  as 
standard  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue and  other  authoritative  sources,  the 
individual  factors  in  each  house  must  be 
weighed  against  them  and  rates  for  each 
house  determined  if  depreciation  is  to  take 
care  of  necessary  equipment  replacement. 


Upholstery  Materials 

Help  Glorify  Seating 

That  anything  made  for  extreme  wear- 
ability  can  be  so  attractive  continues  to 
be  a revelation.  But  theatre  seat  up- 
holsteries, despite  the  fact  that  they  are 
more  durable  than  ever  before,  are  like- 
wise more  attractive  in  texture,  pattern 
and  color. 

With  a multitude  of  beautiful  designs 
and  surfaces,  weaves  and  colors,  modem 
fabrics  as  they  are  offered  today  continue 
to  be  most  popular  for  chair  upholstery. 
Any  combination  of  colors  or  patterns  may 
be  obtained  and  the  materials  are  made 
peculiarly  adaptable  to  the  hard  wear 
given  public  seating. 

Leatherettes,  with  their  sleek  appear- 
ance and  complete  range  of  colors,  are  also 
increasingly  popular  for  chair  covering. 
The  long  life  and  resiliency  of  the  ma- 
terial speaks  well  for  its  use  in  theatre 
seating  also.  And  combinations  of  the 
two  materials  have  become  popular  as  a 
means  of  gaining  advantages  from  both 
types.  As  for  example,  the  mohair  back 
and  the  leatherette  seat. 

Any  color  scheme  can  easily  be  matched 


or  contrasted  in  theatre  seat  upholstery 
today  and  chair  manufacturers  welcome 
consultation  on  the  finishing  phases  of 
their  products.  The  patronage  appeal  of 
comfortable  seating  is  greatly  enhanced  by 
complementary  and  luxurious  long-wear- 
ing upholstery. 


Improved  projection  pays.  It  is  noth- 
ing to  rush  out  in  the  street  and  scream 
about,  but  it  is  a quality  that  is  invalu- 
able in  building  good  will  for  the  theatre 
which  has  it. 


New  projection  accessories  have  greatly 
simplified  the  projectionist’s  job.  He  can 
now  devote  more  time  to  watching  screen 
results  and  improving  his  technique. 


Automatic  Devices  Co. 
Takes  Larger  Quarters 

Notice  of  recent  removal  to  new  and 
enlarged  offices  at  1035  Linden  Street, 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  is  given  by  Auto- 
matic Devices  Company,  producers  of  cur- 
tain control  equipment,  motor  generators 
and  other  automatic  devices  for  moving 
picture  presentation.  The  factory  of  the 
company  is  located  at  1139  Maple  Street, 
Allentown,  from  which  all  shipments  will 
continue  to  be  made. 


An  acousticized  auditorium  aids  sound 
reception,  which  in  turn  provides  greater 
illusion  in  the  projected  picture. 


NOTHING  COULD  BE  MORE  TRUE  CONCERNING  THIS 
IRWIN  CHAIR  THAN  THE  ACTUAL  MESSAGE  OF  THE 
ABOVE  MARQUEE.  In  scores  of  theatres  reseated  with  it, 
box-office  receipts  have  immediately  gone  up.  For  "Love 
from  a Stranger”  is  quickly  captured  by  its  beauty  and  lux- 
urious comfort,  and  quickly  converted  into  steady  patron- 
age. Gold,  more  gold,  is  invariably  found  where  you  find 
this  chair.  See  it  and  the  rest  of  the  IRWIN  line  at  the  near- 
est display  room  of  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Company, 
or  write  for  complete  details. 


BOXOFnCE  : : January  7,  1939 
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DISCUSSION  OF  ACOUSTI-DECORATIVE 
EFFECTS  FOR  MODERN  THEATRE  INTERIORS 


New  Theatre  Projects  and  Their 
Decorative  Possibilities 


By  Harms  R.  Teichert' 


fN  OUR  previous  ar- 
ticle of  last  month, 
by  which  this  ser- 
ies was  inaugurated, 
we  cited  a few  aspects 
of  the  decoration  of 
old  theatres.  Let  us 
turn  now  to  the  other 
side  of  this  problem — 
that  of  new  theatre 
decoration.  Here  the 
problems  are  decided- 
ly different. 

In  the  first  place,  new  houses  are  usually 
handled  by  competent  architects,  which 
makes  for  better  decorative  possibilities 
and  a closer  bond  between  architecture 
and  color  treatment  even  before  the  deco- 
rator begins. 

All  that  was  said  before  as  to  locational 
considerations,  corrective  illusions  for  pro- 
portions, the  use  of  color  and  lighting, 
holds  as  well  for  new  theatres;  but  these 
techniques  are  likely  to  be  in  very  differ- 
ent relationSi  to  the  theatre  as  a whole. 

The  architect  of  the  new  modern  the- 
atre has  more  than  likely  created  a the- 
atre of  clean,  unbroken,  simple  struc- 
tural lines,  spare  ornamentation,  and 


* Theatre  Decorator,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


Model  Theatre,  South  Haven,  Michigan;  liutter- 
tield  Theatres:  With  vertical  lines  on  side-walls 
and  horizontal  hands  on  the  ceiling:,  this  audi- 
torium gives  an  impression  of  a much  larger  in- 
terior. The  mural  treatment  flanking  the  screen 
a<lds  to  the  theme  of  spaciousness. 


plain,  well-proportioned  wall  surfaces. 
Here  is  the  perfect  foundation  on  which, 
by  means  of  line,  color,  lighting  and  fur- 
nishing, to  make  “A  Tiring  of  Beauty  and 
a Joy  Forever.” 

Think  More  of  Tomorrow 

Imagination  and  artistry  have  no  boun- 
daries for  their  scope.  Here,  then,  is  the 
real  test  of  the  theatre  decorator’s  abili- 
ties to  complete  the  theme  of  the  archi- 
tect. Bearing  in  mind  all  the  points 
brought  out  before,  he  will  decorate  this 
new  theatre  not  in  the  mode  of  the  mo- 
ment, but  in  the  mode  of  what,  by  ex- 
perience and  research,  he  knows  to  be 
the  beginning  of  a coming  substantial 
trend  in  decoration.  Thus  his  work  will 
not  lose  its  popularity  and  interest  at  its 
completion.  He  must  create  with  more  of 
tomorrow  in  it  than  today,  both  for  the 
publicity  value  to  the  theatre  itself  and 
the  wisdom  of  keeping  his  own  work  ever 
solidly  in  the  vanguard  of  its  profession. 

At  present,  new  theatre  decoration  is 
more  specialized  and  demanding  than  it 
has  ever  been  heretofore.  And  that,  para- 
doxically, in  spite  of  the  opportunities 
cited  above  for  perfect  results.  In  the 
good  old  days,  the  beneficent  theatre  ar- 
chitect, in  response  to  public  taste,  ar- 
ranged things  so  that  hardly  a square 
inch  was  left  on  wall  or  ceiling  without 
its  ample  quota  of  gargoyle  or  cherub, 
shield  or  shell,  garland  or  swag,  and  all 
the  decorator  had  to  do  was  polychrome 
well  around  them  and  apply  enough  silver 
and  gold  to  make  them  look  “gen-u-wine” 
twenty-four  karat.  As  may  be  surmised. 


Ksquire  Theatre,  Chicago;  Bi^^laban  Theatres: 
With  the  use  of  positive  and  negative  stencils, 
an  illusion  of  airiness,  distance  and  refinement 
has  been  created.  This  treatment  is  years  ahea<l 
of  any  ordinary  decorative  method. 


not  much  imagination  was  required  on 
the  part  of  the  decorator. 

But  as  a result  of  improvement  in  pub- 
lic taste,  the  present  architectural  trend 
is  toward  classic  simplicity,  clean  struc- 
tural lines  and  well-proportioned  plain 
surfaces.  Therefore,  the  new  theatre  re- 
quires “a  bit  of  doing” — and  remember, 
if  you  call  in  the  “painter  around  the 
corner,”  there’s  lots  of  big,  plain,  notice- 
able space  for  him  to  go  wrong  in.  And 
he’s  liable  to  go  far  wrong  if  he  doesn’t 
start  right  in  the  beginning. 

Today’s  Decorative  Trend 

The  present  decorative  trend  for  pic- 
ture theatres  is  toward  a well-integrated 
interior  of  color  used  in  rich,  clear  tones. 
No  more  feeble  tints!  'Tlrey  are  out  as 


Lake  Theatre,  Oak  Park,  Illinois;  Lssaness  The- 
atres: Walls  and  ceilings  designed  for  large 
sweeps  of  plain  surfaces  made  it  possible  for  the 
decorator  to  create  a hoiuse  of  lasting  beauty 
and  one  that  can  be  completely  and  easily 
altered  in  the  future  by  a simple  change  of 
color  alone. 
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part  of  the  prevalent  architectural  feel- 
ing. The  columns,  beams  and  other  struc- 
tural units  of  a lobby  or  auditorium  are 
brought  out  with  color,  instead  of  sub- 
merging them  in  a general  background 
tone.  Surfaces  between  these  features  are 
treated  as  a whole  instead  of  breaking 
them  up  into  meaningless  smaller  frames, 
and  thus  they  make  more  striking  back- 
grounds for  modem  furnishings. 

The  public  taste,  and  particularly  the 
taste  of  the  feminine  public,  is  borne  in 
mind  so  that  besides  satisfying  technical 
demands  in  color,  the  finished  result  will 
express  rich  simplicity,  smart  comfort, 
and  a warm  cheerfulness  that  makes  pat- 
rons comfortable  and  anxious  to  return. 

The  trend  in  ornamentation  is  restrain- 
ed, refined  and  highly  stylized.  Mural  de- 
signs are  also  best  stylized  or  abstract,  so 
that  they  may  retain  interest  with  re- 
peated viewings.  When  they  are  done  on 
a large  scale,  subtly  and  not  too  well  de- 
fined, they  make  ever-changing  impres- 
sions. This  calls  for  a competent  mural 
artist  who  has  practically  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  the  imknown  virtuosi  of  by- 
gone days  who  smeared  our  lobbies  from 
Jersey  City  to  San  Diego  with  pastoral 
scenes  of  bilious  brown  backgrounds  with 
Mt.  Vesuvius  in  left-center,  Niagara  in 
right-center.  Lake  Tahoe  in  dead  center, 
and  in  the  foregroimd  bunches  of  sheep, 
bevies,  of  butterflies,  birds  and  bouquets 
of  flowers  all  growing  on  the  same  vines. 

Lobby  Decoration  is  the  subject  we  have 
selected  for  discussion  in  this  department 
for  next  issue. 


Aisle  Lights  Decorate; 

Also  Direct  Traffic 

In  reseating  the  auditorium,  a con- 
sideration that  should  never  be  overlooked 
is  the  adequate  provision  of  aisle  lights  in 
the  end  standards  of  the  seating  rows  at 
frequent  intervals.  This  is  a service  that 
is  greatly  appreciated  by  patrons.  It  aids 
them  in  more  rapidly  making  their  pas- 
sage to  seats  and  prevents  confusion  and 
embarrassment. 

Modern  aisle  lights  as  they  are  de- 
signed and  constructed  today,  an  inte- 
grated part  of  the  end  standard,  are  ex- 
tremely attractive  devices  which  serve  ad- 
mirably to  highlight  and  dress  up  the  de- 
sign of  the  chair.  Lighted  aisles  make  the 
ushers’  job  speedier  and  the  patrons  are 
impressed  by  the  ease  with  which  they  are 
seated  and  made  comfortable  in  the  semi- 
darkened  interior. 


Screen  result  is  the  measure  by  which 
projection  efficiency  may  be  judged.  If 
screening  falls  beneath  the  standards  set 
by  modern  projection  practice,  it  is  high 
time  to  check  up  on  the  projection  room 
equipment. 


Adviservice 

Since  modem  theatre  decorating:  is  a spe- 
cialized art  requiring-  counsel,  creative  talent 
and  planning  ability  which  are  not  usually 
available  at  all  points  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Teichert  will  be  glad  to  correspond  with  any 
of  our  rea<lers  who  may  be  confronted  with 
decorating  problems.  All  such  inquiries  will  be 
given  prompt  attention,  without  obligation. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  MODKRN  THK- 
ATIIE,  333  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


MOHAWKS  HAVE 

INE  LIVES, TOO 


Professional  life  isn’t  a stage-struck  intertnis- 
sion  with  Mohawk  Theater  Carpets — it’s  their 
whole  career!  For  Mohawks  are  born  troop- 
ers— bred  to  the  theatrical  tradition  of  stam- 
ina, color,  and  ability  to  "stand  the  gaff!” 
Your  patronage  will  applaud  Mohawk’s  beau- 
ty. Your  treasurer  will  applaud  its  comeback 
after  countless  cleanings  and  repeated  sham- 
pooings — its  low  upkeep  cost — its  long,  long 
wear.  Any  one  of  the  Mohawk  Theater  Car- 
pets such  as  the  Broadway  Group,  Rialto,  and 
Scotia  has  top-billing  in  House  Appeal.  There’s 
a big  cast  of  patterns,  colors,  and  prices. 
Call  the  nearest  Mohawk  Office. 


MOHAWK  CARPET  MILLS,  INC.  • 295  FIFTH  AVENUE, 


REGIONAL  SALES  OFFICES 


I BOSTON 
j DALLAS 


CHICAGO  ST.  LOUIS  DETROIT 

LOS  ANGELES  PHILADELPHIA 


NEW  YORK 

HIGH  POINT 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
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CONDUCTED  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  LEAD- 
ING THEATRE  ARCHITECTS  AND  ENGINEERS 


The  Harper 

an  oldtimer  emerges  a modern  theatre 


A recent  case  of  property  restoration  from  data 
and  photos  supplied  by  MARK  D.  KALISCHER, 
Chicago  theatre  architect,  who  engineered  the 
project. 


requirements  of  modern  picture  entertain- 
ment. 

The  problem  in  this  case  was  that  of 
converting  an  old-time  vaudeville  house 
with  all  its  atmosphere  and  accoutre- 
ments of  the  era  into  a modem  cinema, 
catering  to  the  rather  sophisticated  class 
of  patronage  demanding  luxury  without 
garishness  and  comfort  with  a more  dig- 
nified environment  as  opposed  to  the  old 
idea  of  merely  a place  to  sit  and  see  a 
picture  plus  means  of  entrance  and  exit. 

Realizing  the  problem  that  confronted 
him  with  the  ultimate  objective  clearly 
in  mind,  Mr.  Schoenstadt  consulted  Mark 
D.  Kalischer,  the  architect,  and  between 
them  a plan  was  evolved  and  put  into 
effect  for  the  complete  transformation  of 
the  property  for  more  profitable  opera- 
tion under  its  present  program  policies. 
Mr.  Kalischer,  the  architect,  incidentally, 
is  a member  of  the  Architectural  Ad- 
visory Board  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
Planning  Institute. 

What  Happened  at  the  Harper 


I 


From  the  vaude- 
ville era  to  this 
modern  age  in  one 
complete  renovizing 
process  without,  mind 
you,  losing  a single 
performance  at  the 
theatre  is  quite  an  ac- 
complishment even  in 
this  period  when  the 
doing  of  the  impos- 
sible is  a common  oc- 
currence. 

It  is  indeed  quite  a 
stride  from  the  rococco  style  of  vaudeville 
theatre  architecture  to  the  functional  mo- 
tives of  the  more  simple  modern  cinema, 
yet  by  careful  planning  and  cooperative 
effort  between  the  designer,  the  owner  and 
the  suppliers,  the  transition  is  not  only 
possible,  but  it  can  be  carried  out  with 
rapidity  and  a minimum  of  expensive  in- 
terference with  operations.  Competent 
planning  and  strict  supervision  of  the 
project,  of  course,  is  the  success  factor 
in  all  such  jobs. 


MARK  K.A.tISCHEB 


The  Case  in  Point 

The  subject  for  citation  and  comment 
in  this  instance  is  the  Harper  Theatre, 
located  at  53rd  Street  and  Harper  Ave- 
nue, on  Chicago’s  busy  South  Side.  The 
old  house  was  one  of  the  veterans  of  a 
chain  of  eighteen  theatres  owned  and 
operated  by  H.  Schoenstadt  & Sons  on 
the  south  side.  In  the  course  of  a rou- 
tine program  of  house  modernization  put 
into  effect  by  the  Schoenstadt  interests 
several  months  ago,  the  Harper  came  up 
for  corrective  attention. 

In  line  with  a progressive  policy  of 
property  maintenance  affecting  all  houses 
in  the  group  and  with  Arthur  Schoenstadt 
in  charge  of  the  modernizing  program, 
this  latest  project,  the  reclamation  of  the 
Harper,  is  a noteworthy  instance  of  house 
renovation  and  reconversion  to  meet  the 


At  left — Featured  in  thu>  view  of  the  Harper's 
fo.ver  is  a larg-e  mirror  “floating”  in  a band  of 
colored  light  and  harmonizing  in  effect  with 
functional  furniture  and  a pleasing  decora- 
tive scheme.  At  right — Anotfer  view  of  the 
lobby  uith  its  expanse  of  fine  cari>eting  and 
hospitable  environment.  In  the  background  is 
seen  the  stair-case  leading  to  the  loge  section. 


The  front  of  the  Harper  was  re-done 
in  a combination  of  light  and  dark  blue 
terra  cotta,  trimmed  with  gold.  The  stairs 
from  the  balconies  were  rerouted  to  allow 
closing  of  four  exit  doors  in  the  front. 

Space  thus  saved  was  utilized  for  dis- 
play frames  to  feature  coming  attractions.  | 

In  the  center  of  the  front,  a novel  box- 
office  of  terra  cotta  and  glass  was  con- 
structed, replacing  a discordant  individual 
ticket  booth  of  ancient  vintage.  A feature  ' 

of  this  boxoffice  is  a sculptured  bas  re-  m 

lief  of  a dancing  girl,  executed  in  the  U' 

modern  manner  by  the  architect.  f 

The  doors  between  the  lobby  and  foyer  I 

were  removed  and  rococco  plaster  oma-  | 

mentation  was  eliminated  from  the  walls, 
which  were  then  replastered  to  produce 
a streamlined  effect.  The  walls  of  the 
foyer  were  veneered  in  matched  American 
walnut  with  a repeating  design  of  sap 
occuring  about  half  way  up  the  walls. 

The  most  prominent  feature  to  please  the 
eye  of  the  patron  as  he  enters  the  new 
foyer  is  a large  circular  mirror  floating  " 

in  a band  of  colored  light,  which  becomes 
part  of  the  design  of  the  adjacent  furni- 
ture. The  walls  surrounding  this  mirror 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


All  Exhibitors, 

Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  particularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 


are  enriched  with  a veneer  of  redwood 
burl. 

All  display  cases  in  the  lobby  are  of 
plaster  construction  and  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  architectural  design,  as  is 
also  the  lighting  which  is  either  con- 
cealed or  indirect. 

On  the  mezzanine,  reached  by  a stair 
guarded  by  a very  modern  aluminum  rail- 
ing, a most  imattractive  stairhall  has 
been  converted  into  a luxvudous  lounge 
with  hand-painted  wall  decorations. 

Refinements  in  Restrooms 

Modern  toilet  rooms  for  men  and  wom- 
en, which  have  tiled  walls,  electric  hand 
driers  and  other  modem  equipment,  as 
well  as  a smoking  room  and  powder  room 
present  the  utmost  in  pleasing  appearance, 
sanitation  and  comfort  for  Harper  pat- 
rons. 

[£d.  Note:  Views  and  further  detailed 
description  of  the  Harper  restrooms  may 
be  found  in  the  Sanitation  Section  of  this 
issue.}  ' i I j 

The  auditorium  was  decorated  in  sal- 
mon, silver  and  cerulean  blue.  New  seats 
and  a new  lighting  system  were  installed. 
Exposed  radiators  were  removed  from  the 
lobby  and  foyer  and  the  old  cooling 
equipment  was  replaced  with  a modem 
air  conditioning  system. 

The  entire  remodeling  work  was  ac- 
complished without  closing  the  theatre  and 
the  finished  job  is  a standing  testimonial 
to  what  can  be  accomplished  by  careful 
planning  and  competent  architectural  ser- 
vice. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  antiquated 
theatres  throughout  the  industry  strug- 
gling valiantly  against  the  same  tide  of 
competition  which  confronted  the  old  Har- 
per in  its  former  state.  Owners  of  such 
houses  might  well  be  inspired  to  action 
by  what  was  done  in  this  instance  to 
restore  the  House  Appeal  of  a well-lo- 
cated but  time-worn  place  of  entertain- 
ment. Modernization  is  the  answer  to 
one  of  this  industry’s  biggest  problems. 
Delay  encourages  competition. 


Your  projection  room  is  not  open  for 
inspection  by  the  patrons,  but  its  condi- 
tion is  no  less  important  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  theatre  which  they  do  see 
and  enjoy. 


Advertise  the  fact  if  your  projection  of 
moving  pictures  is  above  average.  A bit 
of  boasting  about  something  admittedly 
good  never  hurt  anybody,  leastwise  the 
public. 


An  entrance  facia  of  colorful  terra  cotta  in  ligrlit  and  dark  blue  trimmed  with  grold;  built- 
in  displaj'  cases;  an  integrated  ticket  office  of  modern  design  and  adequate  provision  for  ad- 
vertising display  are  the  outstanding  features  of  the  very  modern  front  of  the  rejuvenated 
Harper  Theatre. 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 


Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  neede.d  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  iirijpartially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  1-7-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 

Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects: 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

O Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

□ Coin  Changers 

n Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 

n Heating  Equipment 
G Lighting  Fixtures 
n Lounge  Furniture 

□ Plumbing  Fixtures 

□ Projectors 

□ Projection  Lamps 


□ Screens 

□ Seating 

□ Signs  and  Marquees 
n Sound  Equipment 

□ Theatre  Fronts 

□ Ticket  Machines 

□ Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  

City  State. 


Signed 


(Ovmer-Monager) 
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Be  Wary  of  Substitutions  . . . and 
Jacks  of  All  Trades 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


WELL,  the  talk 
about  air  con- 
d i t i o n i n g 
seems  to  be  getting 
louder  and  livelier. 

Everybody  talks  about 
doing  something  in  re- 
gard to  the  weather 
but  nobody  does  very 
much  about  it.  Prop- 
er indoor  weather  con- 
trol is  now  scientific- 
ally possible;  but  who 
wants  it?  If  anybody  does,  he,  she,  or 
they  should  write  this  department  and 
say  so.  We’ll  tell  you  how  to  get  it. 

Is  it  possible  that  many  of  you  would 
like  to  have  it  but  are  afraid  of  the  cost? 
It  might  be  installed  for  far  less  money 
than  maybe  you  think.  We’ll  tell  you  some- 
thing about  that,  too. 

It  is  likewise  possible  that  some  of  you 
actually  want  to  put  in  good  air  condition- 
ing but  have  become  confused  because  of 
many  conflicting  claims  made  by  vendors 
of  air  conditioning  apparatus?  If  so,  tell 
us  about  it  frankly. 

In  the  past  two  years  we  have  given 
plans  to  many  theatre  owners.  Some  have 
made  their  installations  according  to  our 
plans  and  have  written  in  praising  the  re- 
sults. We  don’t  know  whose  brand  of  ap- 
paratus they  bought  but  we  did  tell  them 
what  size  to  buy  and  how  to  install  it  to 
get  the  best  results  at  least  installation 
cost.  To  this  extent  we  function  pretty 
well  and  we  are  at  your  service.  But  don’t 
forget  to  enclose  postage  stamps  for  our 
reply.  And  finally,  send  that  5-cent  cigar 
as  a bonus  if  your  job  works  to  suit  you. 
The  editor  and  I went  fifty-fifty  on  the 
cost  of  a humidor  to  hold  them,  but  so 
far  the  pretty  box  is  empty. 

Favorable  Mention 

Occasionally  we  get  another  type  of  let- 
ter from  you  theatre  owners  that  should 
receive  honorable  mention.  Some  of  you 
write  “We’ve  received  your  plans  and  like 
them  very  much  but  business  hasn’t  been 
so  good  this  year  so  we  may  have  to  wait 
until  spring  to  make  our  installation.’’ 


*Air  Conditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


We  don’t  care  if  you  wait  until  1992. 
We  only  want  to  help  you  get  a good  job 
whenever  you  are  ready.  Naturally  we 
dislike  to  make  plans  for  anyone  who  just 
wants  to  see  what  a plan  would  look  like. 
So  please  don’t  abuse  our  generosity.  Our 
cost  for  a set  of  plans  averages  $6.02  ex- 
clusive of  postage,  which  includes  drafts- 
man’s time  and  four  blue  prints;  two  you 
get,  one  for  the  editor,  and  one  I keep  for 
a record. 

Many  of  you  in  the  past  have  paid  well 
for  such  plans  and  found  them  worth  the 
money.  Manufacturers  spend  large  sums 
advertising  their  products.  So  I don’t  mind 
spending  some  money  advertising  mine. 


Air  Conditioning,  science's  most 
practical  contribution  to  humanity,  is 
being  held  back  perceptibly  and  quite 
unnecessarily  by  reason  of  widespread 
misconception  and  improper  applica- 
tion. 

In  the  theatre  industry,  where  daily 
some  ten  million  people  may  feel  the 
effects  of,  or  conversely,  notice  the  lack 
of  efficient  air  conditioning,  there  is  a 
wonderful  opportunity  for  the  air  con- 
ditioning industry  to  bring  about  a 
clearer  conception  of  the  uses  and  help 
to  correct  the  abuses  of  its  progeny. 

It  is  high  time,  we  think,  for  the  spon- 
sors of  air  conditioning — engineers,  de- 
signers, manufacturers,  sellers  and  in- 
stallers— to  get  down  off  their  tech- 
nical high  horses  and  more  practically 
demonstrate  the  effectiveness  of  their 
findings  to  the  public — through  well- 
made  movie  installations  in  every  com- 
munity. 

This  Department,  now  in  its  third 
year,  still  clings  to  the  belief  that  the 
air  conditioning  industry  will  find  the 
modern  moving  picture  theatre  its  most 
potent  medium  for  educating  the  pub- 
lic on  the  need  for  as  well  as  the  func- 
tions of  its  product. — The  Editor. 


which  is  engineering  service.  This  depart- 
ment is  dedicated  to  common-sense  in- 
stallation practice;  but  we  cannot  accom- 
plish much  merely  by  writing  in  terms  of 
generalities.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is 
apply  the  “generalities”  we  discuss  in  these 
articles  to  your  particular  job  when  you 
make  the  request. 

The  only  thing  we  try  to  give  you  is 
right  ideas.  And  in  giving  them  to  you, 
we  do  not  deplete  our  stock,  but  we  do 
increase  the  number  of  our  friends.  The 
international  situation,  the  domestic  po- 
litical situation  and  the  present  air  condi- 
tioning situation  sure  do  need  some  right 
ideas.  Air  conditioned  thinking,  as  it  were. 
Now,  I could  tell  Herr  Hitler  what  to  do, 
but  he  wouldn’t  do  it.  He  needs  air  con- 
ditioning badly.  Instead,  I’m  trying  to  tell 
you  what  to  do — with  more  hopes  that 
you  will  do  it. 

I have  lots  of  ideas  I’m  willing  to  give 
you,  or  I’ll  even  swap  you  for  one  of  yours. 
I think  John  L.  Lewis  and  Bill  Green 
should  both  be  air  conditioned.  Here  I 
labor  and  labor  for  you  theatre  owners  for 
nothing  down  and  the  balance  in  equal 
monthly  payments  of  the  same  amount, 
but  if  I belonged  to  a union  maybe  you’d 
have  to  pay  me.  The  trouble  is,  there  is 
no  union  I could  join  with  any  chance 
of  remaining  in  good  standing.  Maybe  I 
could  crash  the  writers’  guild  and  thus  put 
the  bee  on  ye  editor.  Or  if  a guild  was 
organized  for  “Mad  Scientists”  I might 
possibly  qualify  as  a charter  member. 

A Call  for  Critics 

But  the  kind  of  madness  I’ve  got,  you 
should  have  if  you  contemplate  air  con- 
ditioning. Nobody  has  to  date  challenged 
my  statements,  in  these  columns.  If  they 
were  not  correct  they  would  be  challenged, 
and  any  comment  of  a derogatory  nature 
would  be  promptly  published  in  these 
pages.  The  worse,  the  better. 

I really  do  need  an  antagonist  since  it 
seems  to  be  modern  practice  to  have  one. 
Over  in  Europe  they  fight  with  bullets, 
but  over  here  we  use  words.  Well,  words 
can  knock  a man  out  if  they  are  suffi- 
ciently powerful  and  convey  a bullet-proof 
idea. 

From  the  pinnacle  upon  which  I sit  as 
an  eminent  engineer,  (who  threw  that?) 
I see  a battle  going  on  below  me.  A battle 
over  who  gets  your  order  for  equipment. 
Now,  I don’t  give  a hoot  who  gets,  it.  All 
I want  to  do  is  slip  a plan  under  the  sales- 
man’s nose,  the  contractor’s  nose,  and 
your  nose,  too.  Then  I want  you  to  say  to 
them;  “Look!  Now  you  guys  figure  accord- 
ing to  those  plans  and  then  the  one  with 
the  sharpest  pencil  gets  my  order.” 

Hold  ’em  to  those  plans,  Mr.  Tlieatre 
Owner!  Hold  ’em  to  those  plans!  But 
watch  out  for  sales  conversation  such  as 
this:  “We’d  like  to  substitute  a different 
size  this  and  a different  shaped  duct  like 
that.  It  will  work  just  as  well.”  Well, 
maybe  it  would  but  chances  are  it  won’t. 
Sometimes  the  only  reason  for  such  oily 
talk  is  the  hope  of  making  a little  more 
money  out  of  your  job. 

Want  an  example?  No?  Well,  I’ll  give 
you  one  anyhow.  A certain  theatre  chain 
leased  a building  from  a country  owner 
who  employed  a local  hardware  store  in 
the  heating  and  plumbing  business  to  make 
(Continued  on  following  page) 
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SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imasrinary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
representing: reader  interest.  Original  signed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


expurgated  by  the  editor,  but  our  Q-and-A 
Corner  seems  to  be  attracting  lots  of  in- 
terest. Many  theatre  owners  are  now  fol- 
lowing our  advice,  report  satisfactory  re- 
sults, but  somehow  they  never  enclose 
that  5-cent  stogie. — G.  H.  S.” 


Just  a little  late  in  getting  around  to  it, 
owing  to  prior  commitments  for  “The 
Corner,”  but  here’s  a rather  interesting 
letter  from  a Michigan  exhibitor  who  has 
winter  air  conditioning  worries.  It  sounds 
typical,  and  I wouldn’t  be  surprised  if  a 
lot  more  of  you  are  having  similar  grief 
this  winter. 

The  Letter:  “I  have  been  reading  your 
articles  on  air  conditioning  in  Boxoffice. 
I have  an  air  conditioning  problem  I would 
like  you  to  try  and  solve  for  me,  too. 

“Last  winter  we  built  a new,  very  nice 
400-seat  theatre  here  in  this  town  of  1,500 
population,  with  two  small  stores.  Size  of 
building  44  by  100  feet,  lobby  between  the 
two  stores.  Well,  we  installed  an  ordinary 
hot  air  furnace  under  the  stage  with  a 
cold  air  return  duct  under  floor  from  lobby 
to  furnace  room  and  the  hot  air  ducts,  one 
on  either  side  of  proscenium  about  16  feet 
from  floor;  also  hot  air  ducts  to  lobby 
and  boxoffice. 

“A  blower  in  a separate  unit  run  by  a 
% h.  p.  motor  drives  the  heat  through  the 
furnace  and  is  distributed  through  the 
building.  I will  enclose  a rough  sketch. 

“The  blower  is  not  so  large,  but  seems 
to  be  very  efficient;  enough  so  that  we  use 
it  for  cooling  in  the  summer,  and  you  can 
feel  a nice  little  breeze  all  through  the 
auditorium.  We  get  along  very  nicely  with 
this  until  we  get  a hot  stuffy  night  and  a 
big  crowd,  and  what  we  need  then  is 
something  to  cool  this  air  occasionally. 
You  see,  this  basement  is  quite  cool  and  by 
leaving  the  windows  open  it  cools  the  air 
somewhat  as  it  enters  the  blower. 

“I  have  investigated  water  coils  some- 
what, but  they  all  seem  to  be  expensive, 
and  use  such  large  quantities  of  water. 
Wondered  if  either  a spray  system  or  re- 
frigeration outfit  wouldn’t  be  cheaper  to 
install  and  operate.  We  have  city  water 
of  about  50  degrees  piped  in,  also  a drain 
in  the  floor.  Stores  are  not  heated  or 
cooled  with  this  outfit. 

“What  would  you  recommend? — 
H.  H.  C.” 

The  Answer:  “I  received  your  nice  let- 
ter of  the  25th,  and  as  I usually  drive  to 
the  Upper  Peninsula  for  my  weekend  fish- 
ing trip,  I looked  you  up  on  the  map  with 
the  thought  that  I might  drop  by  to  see 
you,  but  found  that  you  are  located  42 
miles  S.  E.  of  . . .,  which  would  call  for  a 
sea  voyage  on  my  part  across  Lake 
Michigan. 

“So  being  a landlubber  and  not  much 
of  a sea-faring  man.  I’ll  have  to  content 
myself  with  writing  you,  at  least  for  the 
present.  But  if  you  would  like  to  do 
something  now  and  want  me  to  come 
over  and  show  you  what  to  do.  I’ll  come 
for  the  price  of  a steamship  ticket. 

“What  I got  out  of  your  letter  gives 
me  some  pertinent  information.  A 400- 
seat  house  and  a couple  of  stores  calls  for 
10,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  even 
with  a cooling  system,  but  12,000  c.  f.  m. 
for  the  house  alone  if  for  purely  ventilat- 
ing purposes. 


“And  while  a % h.  p.  motor  might  move 
enough  air  to  warm  your  theatre  nicely 
during  the  winter,  I am  surprised  that  you 
get  as  good  summer  ventilation  as  you  say 
you  do. 

“I  would  have  to  have  all  the  informa- 
tion stamped  on  the  nameplate  of  your 
blower  to  decide  if  we  can  speed  it  up 
sufficiently  or  if  it  is  just  too  small  for  a 
summer  ventilating  and  cooling  job.  In 
any  event,  a larger  motor  is  needed. 

“I  notice  that  you  say.  ‘We  get  along 
very  nicely,  with  this  until  we  get  a hot 
stuffy  night  and  a big  crowd.’  You  fur- 
ther say:  ‘What  we  need  is  something  to 
cool  this  air  occasionally.’ 

“If  I could  get  you  theatre  owners  to 
talk  to  me  in  terms  of  ‘humidity’  rather 
than  ‘temperature,’  maybe  we  would  get 
somewhere.  Whenever  you  feel  ‘stuffy,’ 
the  humidity  is  too  high.  Your  problem  is 
to  get  the  humidity  down,  regardless  of 
how  you  do  it.  And  when  you  do,  the  at- 
mosphere in  your  house  will  be  light  and 
exhiliarating.  Many  times  I do  a job  in 
a theatre  and  don’t  concern  myself  too 
much  about  the  temperature.  When  I 
find  that  the  theatre  owner  does,  I bust 
his  thermometer  and  ask  him  to  guess 
how  cool  it  is,  and  he  always  guesses 
wrong.  He  thinks  it’s  70  when  it’s  actu- 
ally 80  degrees. 

“You  report  city  water  at  your  spigot 
being  50  degrees,  which  means  that  you 
can  get  your  humidity  down  without 
spending  a lot  of  money  to  do  so.  My 
guess  is  that  your  coils  would  cost  about 
$400,  if  you  want  the  best.  I can  get  a 
price  if  you  want  me  to.  and  purchase  at 
much  less  than  retail  cost,  but  I charge 
10  per  cent. 

“Coils  can  use  a lot  of  water  unless  they 
are  hooked  up  in  a cockeyed  way  that  I 
employ.  The  West  Bend  Theatre,  West 
Bend,  Wisconsin,  is  a 900-seat  house  and 
the  water  rate  starts  off  at  24  cents  per 
1,000  gallons.  Yet  his  total  bill  for  the 
summer  was  less  than  $150.  The  Port- 
age Theatre,  at  Portage,  Wisconsin,  bought 
water  from  the  hotel  owner  next  door  at 
‘city  water  rates,’  and  the  theatre  owner 
advised  me  to  stay  out  of  the  way  of  the 
hotel  owner  because  he  didn’t  get  half 
as  much  money  for  his  water  as  he  thought 
he  would  and  considered  I was  to  blame. 
I guess  I was,  all  right.  The  bill  for  well 
water  as  I remember  it,  was  about  $69. 
It’s  an  800-seat  house. 

“I  think  your  maximum  water  con- 
sumption would  be  30  g.  p.  m.  But  this 
would  only  be  for  a few  hours  for  a few 
hot  stuffy  days.  If  it  cost  you  an  aver- 
age of  $1.00  per  day  to  cool  your  house, 
this  would  be  much  too  much. 

“Hope  that  I’ve  answered  all  your  ques- 
tions, and  if  I can  help  you  further,  it 
will  be  a pleasure.  I acknowledge  receipt 
of  the  stamp  sent  for  my  reply,  and  hope 
you  got  your  money’s  worth.  If  you  didn’t, 
please  advise  and  I’ll  try  again.  I don’t 
think  much  of  those  articles  in  Boxoffice, 
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an  air  conditioning  installation  and  sell 
all  the  equipment  needed. 

Tragedy  of  a Tardy  Call 
When  it  was  too  late,  I was  called  in  to 
have  a look  at  the  plans,  which  were  made 
by  a firm  that  had  a warm  air  furnace 
to  sell.  The  plans  called  for  the  cheapest 
kind  of  a cheap  hot  air  furnace  job  with 
no  provisions  for  cooling.  The  blower  was 
of  proper  size  for  heating  service,  but 
totally  wortliless  for  cooling  purposes  since 
more  air  would  be  needed  than  the  blower 
could  supply  at  a quiet  speed. 

Air  supply  outlets  were  located  six  feet 
above  the  auditorium  floor,  whereas  they 
should  have  been  located  close  to  the  ceil- 
ing to  prevent  drafts  and  breeze.  Tlie  en- 
tire apparatus  was  to  be  placed  in  a room 
that  would  be  hai'dly  adequate  for  equip- 
ment storage  let  alone  its  operation. 

Surprisingly  enough,  the  cost  of  this  job 
was  only  $500  less  than  a decent  job  would 
have  been,  with  a steel  boiler,  stoker  and 
complete  equipment  properly  installed. 

But  the  building  owner  was  paying  for 
the  installation.  The  theatre  lessee  will 
only  operate  it — and  probably  pay  for  re- 
pairs. The  contractor  already  had  his  con- 
tract for  the  installation  before  I was 
called  in,  which  may  mean  that  the  the- 
atre lessee  will  have  to  accept  a heating 
job  that  will  practically  have  to  be  ripped 
out  whenever  cooling  is  to  be  installed. 

I hope  this  theatre  chain  will  remem- 
ber to  call  me  in  on  the  next  job  before 
it’s  too  late.  In  this  case,  all  I could  do 
was  call  attention  to  engineering  irregu- 
larities and  inconsistencies  and  make  a 
decent  plan  showing  how  the  job  should 
be  done  in  the  hope  that  the  plan  would 
be  adopted  by  converting  the  hardware 
dealer  to  better  engineering  practice. 

But  what  chance  is  there  of  converting 
a hardware  dealer  to  better  air  conditioning 
practice  when  you  fellows  are  so  hard  to 
convert  on  the  need  of  better  practice? 
Every  plumber  and  sheet  metal  man  is  an 
air  conditioning  engineer — anyhow,  they 
can  say  so. 

Keep  Mind  on  Results 
Don’t  let  these  jacks  of  all  trades  get 
your  mind  on  apparatus  as  such  before 
you  have  a clear  picture  of  engineering 
and  installation  details.  Clearly,  we  have 
a right  to  expect  more  of  your  confidence 
than  experts  such  as  these.  We’d  have 
everything  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain 
should  we  mislead  you.  Whereas,  these 
self-styled  experts  have  everything  to  gain 
and  nothing  to  lose  by  selling  whatever 
they  have  in  stock.  Let  them  put  in  a 
sick  job  for  you  and  they  will  be  con- 
tinually servicing  and  repairing  it;  mean- 
while sending  you  a periodic  bill. 

Even  architects  are  sometimes  confused 
as  to  who  is  giving  them  facts  and  who  is 
not.  Ai’chitects  have  told  me  so.  But  if 
some  plumber  undertook  to  tell  the  archi- 
( Continued  on  following  page) 
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tect  how  to  design  his  building  or  tried  to 
tell  you  how  to  conduct  your  movie  busi- 
ness, both  of  you  would  promptly  give  him 
the  bum’s  rush.  Well,  this  is  what  I am 
trying  to  do.  Any  plumber  or  sheet  metal 
man  who  doesn’t  like  it  can  write  in  and 
say  so.  We’ll  ask  him  a few  questions  and 
publish  his  answers,  and  should  he  show 
some  knowledge  of  air  conditioning  we’ll 
post  his  name  as  being  a good  guy  to 
patronize. 

We  are  taking  this  stand  for  the  good 
of  the  air  conditioning  industry  and  of 


you,  too,  Mr.  Theatre  Owner.  I personally 
prefer  to  engineer  new  jobs;  not  overhaul 
sick  ones,  but  when  I send  a theatre  owner 
a plan  and  he  adopts  a plumber’s  dream 
and  later  appeals  to  me  to  help  him  out, 
I am  tempted  to  soak  him  all  the  traffic 
will  bear.  This  has  happened;  no  foolin’. 

From  my  pinnacle  aloft,  I see  a fight 
going  on  among  plumbers  and  hardware 
dealers  to  get  a chance  to  soak  you.  Not 
that  they  deliberately  want  to  do  it;  but 
simply  because  they  don’t  know  the  air 
conditioning  business,  yet  have  gadgets  and 
ducts  to  sell.  Some  of  you  should  be 
soaked  aplenty;  because  the  only  question 
that  seems  to  concern  you  is  “What  price 
you  got?” 

Many  of  these  local  plumbers  and  sheet 


metal  men,  and  yes,  possibly  even  a hard- 
ware dealer,  might  give  you  a fairly  de- 
cent job  if  you  submitted  a decent  plan 
to  them  for  figures.  At  least,  they  would 
all  be  on  the  same  basis  together  and  a 
good  mechanic  can  usually  read  plans. 

Goodness  knows,  I don’t  want  to  “yes, 
yes”  you  theatre  folks,  although  some  of 
you  seem  to  like  it.  I get  razzed  plenty, 
but  if  I didn’t  I’d  miss  it.  I’d  rather  be 
the  victim  of  a nifty  wisecrack  than  a com- 
pliment. I expect  some  of  you  will  now 
send  me  a nickel  cigar  that  will  explode. 
I don’t  trust  you  too  much,  so  for  the 
present  I’ll  send  all  such  tokens  to  the 
editor.  I suppose  the  plumbers  will  send 
along  a lead  pipe  with  somebody  to  use  it 
on  me.  But  if  it’s  only  a lead  pipe,  it 
would  merely  get  badly  bent  over  my  head. 

Well,  this  is  my  tale  and  I’m  stuck  with 
it — imtil  somebody  wUl  prove  I’m  wrong  or 
can  produce  a better  answer  to  what  is 
troubling  the  most  of  us. 


Society  Makes  Notes 

On  Theatre  Seating 

Screen  view  obstruction  and  seating  ar- 
rangement were  subjects  for  exhaustive 
study  in  the  recent  theatre  survey  con- 
ducted by  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Engineers.  A sub-committee  under  the 
leadership  of  Ben  Schlanger,  New  York 
theatre  architect,  developed  some  inter- 
esting facts  as  well  as  corrective  formulae. 

There  are,  according  to  the  report  of 
this  committee,  several  degrees  of  obstruc- 
tion of  screen  view  to  be  foimd  in  exist- 
ing theatres.  Noted  in  the  order  of  di- 
minishing desirability  they  are;  (1)  Clear 
vision  regardless  of  positions  of  patrons 
one  or  more  rows  ahead;  (2)  Clear  vision 
regardless  of  positions  of  patrons  two  or 
more  rows  ahead;  (3)  Partially  obstructed 
vision  under  almost  any  conditions. 

To  minimize  obstruction  of  screen  view, 
there  are  several  methods  available,  in- 
cluding the  following:  (a)  Staggering  the 
seats  of  successive  rows  (which  may  re- 
duce the  number  of  seats  or  cause 
“ragged”  aisles) ; (b)  Raising  the  level  of 
each  row  of  seats  relative  to  the  row  be- 
fore it  (which  may  lead  to  an  impractic- 
able amount  of  rise  in  some  theatres  from 
front  to  back) ; (c)  Adopting  a suitable 
combination  of  fall  and  rise  of  successive 
rows  of  seats  from  front  to  back  (which 
method  requires  further  study  in  practice 
on  a wider  scale  imder  various  conditions) . 

One  or  more  of  these  methods  should  be 
seriously  considered  by  theatre  architects 
in  the  design  for  maximum  seating  com- 
fort and  better  screen  vision  for  moving 
picture  patrons. 


Patrons  will  continue  to  marvel  at  the 
mysteries  of  sound  motion  pictures  only 
so  long  as  they  are  presented  in  a man- 
ner that  provides  complete  illusion.  With- 
out it,  they  will  lose  interest. 


Lighting  in  the  auditorium  affects  and 
is  affected  by  projection.  New  improved 
projection  equipment  provides  for  pic- 
ture showing  with  more  light  visible  in  the 
auditorium,  thus  eliminating  a common 
darkness  nuisance  to  in-coming  patrons. 


INSTALLATION 

SIMPLIFIED 


Tli^HHpilfEceptance  of  the  Anemostat  High  Velocity  Air  Diffuser 
b^melndustry  has  enabled  us  to  make  a substantial  reduction  in  list 
prices  and  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  cooperation  of  leading 
Architects,  Engineers,  Air  Conditioning  and  Contracting  Organiza- 
tions who  have  been  responsible  for  the  installation  of  many  thousands 
of  Anemostats  during  the  past  year. 

An  entirely  new  method  of  assembly  has  been  developed  which  sim- 
plifies the  installation  of  the  Anemostat  and  materially  reduces  the 
contractor's  labor  cost. 

Complete  information  available  upon  request. 

ANEMOSTAT  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 


10  EAST  3»Hi  STREET 


NEW  YORK 


ANEM#STAT 

NO  AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM  IS  BETTER  THAN  ITS  AIR  DISTRIBUTION' 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


SOUND  CONTROL 


The  major  troubles  in  acoustics  that  for 
a long  time  have  annoyed  the  theatre 
operator  and  his  patrons  seem  now  to 
have  been  all  but  eliminated.  There  were 
never  many  complaints  about  the  high 
tones  in  an  auditorium  but  the  low  tones 


Showing"  rear-wall  construction  for  sound  con- 
trol as  developed  and  perfected  by  Architect 
S.  Charles  of  Los  Angeles. 


have  been  bouncing  around  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  many  an  auditorium  has  de- 
veloped in  spots  what  is  commonly  known 
as  the  “wow-wows.” 

When  the  low  frequency  waves,  which  do 
not  die  out  rapidly,  intersect  each  other  a 
type  of  echo  is  created  that  often  trails 
off  into  a moaning  sound.  To  overcome 
this,  S.  Charles  Lee,  prominent  West  Coast 
theatre  architect,  recently  developed  an 
ingenious  system  of  sound  control  devised 
to  ameliorate  the  difficulties  caused  by  un- 
controlled low  frequency  sound  waves. 

The  system  consists  of  the  design  of 
the  rear  wall,  or  any  wall  giving  off  di- 
rect sound  waves,  in  certain  sizes  and 
shapes  that  bend  the  sound  waves  in  a 
pre-determined  direction.  The  wall  is 
actually  built  to  tune  the  auditorium. 
Each  one  of  the  steps  in  the  wall  is  formed 
at  a specific  pre-determined  angle  and  the 
size  of  all  of  the  bent  surfaces  has  been 
determined  in  advance  and  corresponds  to 
the  sizes  of  sound  waves  to  be  corrected. 
An  important  feature  of  this  type  of 
acoustical  control  is  that  the  sound  in  the 
auditorium  is  correct  whether  the  audi- 
torium is  full  or  empty. 

The  method  is  now  used  in  five  im- 
portant auditoriums  and  the  results  ob- 
tained, according  to  reputable  sound  engi- 
neers, are  very  close  to  perfect.  Mr.  Lee 
has  applied  for  patents  on  his  develop- 
ment and  at  the  present  time  lends  his 
idea  to  theatre  owners  and  their  archi- 
tects for  a nominal  consultation  fee. 


Continually  ribbed  by  radio  and  piqued 
by  the  press  for  its  practice  of  giving 
away  dishes,  one  would  think  this  indus- 
try would  get  hep  to  itself  and  cut  out 
the  comedy. 


Again  Seating  Moderniza- 
tion Steps  Ahead 

(Continued  from  page  36) 


the  capital  investment  in  any  theatre.  It 
should;  because  of  its  intimate  relation 
to  public  interest.  House  Appeal  is  di- 
rectly dependent  upon  the  kind  of  seating 
service  that  permits  the  patrons  to  relax 
and  completely  absorb  themselves  in  the 
action  on  the  screen. 

Progressive  theatre  owners  are  no  long- 
er minimizing  the  importance  of  the  seat- 
ing plan.  The  examples  of  seating  ex- 
cellence shown  in  this  issue  provide  a 
cross-country  index  of  what  the  moving 
picture  operating  industry  has  done  and 
can  further  do  to  bring  theatre  business 
back  to  normal  through  the  sensible  me- 
dium of  comfortable  seating. 

Again  seating  modernization  has  forged 
ahead.  It  will  continue  to  fulfill  its  mis- 
sion as  a much-needed  restorative  to  the 
movie-going  habit.  Each  new  chair  in- 
stallation serves  to  confirm  an  improve- 
ment in  practical  showmanship  and  the 
instances  are  many. 


The  best  guarantee  for  a “return  clien- 
tele” is  comfortable  seating,  in  which 
patrons  may  relax  completely  and  become 
a full  part  of  the  picture  you  are  show- 
ing on  the  screen. 


Because  of  its  intimate  relationship  to 
public  interest,  seating,  as  it  does,  should 
represent  an  important  part  of  the  capital 
investment  of  any  theatre. 


An  unsteady  picture  has  a bad  influence 
on  patrons.  It  is  largely  to  be  blamed  for 
unsteady  patronage  about  which  many  an 
exhibitor  bitterly  complains. 


Insure  your  patrons  a happy  New  Year 
by  equipping  your  theatre  with  the  latest 
the  seating  mart  has  to  offer. 


Announcing  . , . . 

THE  NEW 

BEsteEL 

Medium  Duty 

CURTAIN  TRACK 

Information  an(i  Samples 
Cheerfully  Furnished  upon 
request. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office  220  W.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 

Also  Mfrs.  of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain 
Machines 


Peabody 
Chair  1800 


Ifs  the  Trouble-Free  Chair 
that  Stays  Comfortable  and 
Keeps  Its  Smart  Appearance 


Before  you  buy  another  Theatre  Chair  be 
sure  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  beautiful 
Peabody  Line  of  Chairs. 
See  their  improved  ball 
socket,  roller  bearing  hinge 
that  gives  practically  no 
trouble,  and  permits  per- 
fect balance  of  seats.  No 
springs  to  squeak  and 
break — just  touch  the  seat 
gently  and  it  raises  or 


No.  1702 


lowers  as  desired. 


No.  1900 


Peabody  Chairs  are  high- 
est quality  chairs,  richly 
designed  and  built  to 
keep  their  exceptional 
comfort  and  smart  appear- 
ance. Write  today  for  our 
Theatre  Chair  Catalog 
Folder  and  attractive 
prices. 


PEABODY  SEATING  COMPANY 

Dept.  5,  - North  Manchester  - Indiana 
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Colorful  Restrooms  Coax  Theatre 
Patrons  to  Come  Again 

By  Esther  E.  Keller* 


WHEN  our  neighborhood  theatre 
modernized  its  lobby  and  added  a 
streamlined  new  front,  it  didn’t 
forget  that  important  contribution  of  the 
plumbing  industry  to  the  convenience  and 
comfort  of  its  patrons — the  restrooms. 

And,  what  a triumph  for  plumbing  en- 
thusiasts! 

Here  is  one  theatre  that  did  not  fail  to 
take  full  advantage  of  the  modernizer’s 
art! 

An  inviting  modern,  but  not  luxurious 
nor  too  elaborate,  theatre  lobby  says  to 
the  patron:  “You  will  find  it  even  more 
comfortable  and  pleasant  inside,  where  you 
can  watch  two  hours  of  moving  pictures 
with  ease  and  enjoyment.” 

The  carpeted,  newly  decorated  stair- 
ways lead  to  a balcony  lounge  where  are 
found  the  restrooms. 

The  restrooms  say:  “Do  come  in.  You 
will  soon  see  that  every  convenience  and 
thought  for  your  comfort  has  been  con- 
sidered.” 

First  the  appeal  is  to  the  eye.  For  in- 
stance, entering  the  women’s  restroom  the 
patron  finds  herself  in  a pleasant  little 
powder  room  with  large  mirror  and  dress- 
ing table.  'Tlie  floor  is  colorfully  carpeted. 

The  door  into  the  washroom  gives  a 
splendid  view  of  the  wide  gleaming  mirror 
and  colorful  rose  lavatories  of  glistening 
vitreous  china,  with  fine  chromium  fit- 
tings. 'Tire  impression  on  the  patron  is 
one  of  courteous  consideration  on  the  part 
of  the  theatre  management. 

A grill  in  the  wall  and  the  foot  con- 
trol are  all  that  are  visible  of  the  electric 
hand  drier.  Concealing  the  drier  in  the 
wall  has  served  to  economize  the  space. 

The  walls  are  of  tile  in  peach  and  black, 
proclaiming  in  shining  squares  the  new 
policy  of  cleanliness  and  beauty. 

Behind  the  neat  doors  of  enameled 
pressed  steel  in  peach  color  to  match  the 
tile  are  the  closets.  These  are  the  usual 
floor  type  with  flush  valve  in  the  wall 
and  dark  composition  open  front  seat. 

There  are  two  lavatories  and  three  closet 
stalls  in  the  women’s  rest  room.  'The  lo- 


*A regular  patron  of  the  neighborhood 
theatre  described  herein. 


cation  of  the  restrooms  has  been  rear- 
ranged to  economize  the  piping. 

Tlie  black  and  peach  color  scheme  is 
also  used  in  the  men’s  washroom.  This  is 
accented  by  a black  lavatory.  There  are 
three  closet  stalls  with  peach  colored 
pressed  steel  partitions  and  doors,  and 
three  urinals.  A concealed  electric  drier 
is  furnished  here  also.  A small  hall  pre- 
ceding the  entrance  to  the  washroom 
proper  serves  as  a smoking  room. 

Tire  entire  effect  of  our  modernized 
neighborhood  theatre  gives  a favorable 
and  pleasant  impression.  This  is  evident- 
ly not  a minority  opinion,  for  there  seem 
to  be  more  people  in  attendance  though 
actual  figures  are  not  available. 

Neighborhood  theatres  are  the  real 
stronghold  of  the  cinema.  The  regular 
patrons  prefer  to  attend  their  local  the- 
atres, and  are  willing  to  wait  for  the  big 
shows,  until  they  get  around  to  their 
neighborhood.  The  regular  patrons  are 
inclined  to  attend  the  local  theatre  on 


Kase  of  luaiiitenaiue  is  one  of  tlie  advantag'es  of 
the  modernized  men’s  washroom  in  the  Harj>er 
Theatre.  Mtreous  cluiia  urinals,  tile  walls  ami 
floor,  pressed  steel  imrtitions,  vitreous  china 
lavatory  and  clos-ets,  concealed  electric  hand 
drier — these  are  all  easy  to  keep  clean  and 
sanitary  uith  a minimum  of  effort.  The  color 
scheme  here  is  also  pea<  h and  black. 


Tittle  short  of  mauical  was  the  change  made 
in  the  women’s  washroom  in  the  Harper  The- 
atre, 53rd  and  Harper  Streets,  Chicago,  when 
the  entire  theatre  underwent  a nuKlernization 
treatment.  Glisteniiiii:  vitreous  china  lavatories 
in  rose  against  a ba<*kgrroiind  of  i)ea<*h  and  black 
tile  make  a colorful  and  charming:  room.  Enam- 
eled pressed  steel  partitions  are  also  peach  color. 
iCote  how’  the  electric  drier  is  concealed  in  the 
\>  all. 


certain  days,  no  matter  what  the  showing. 

On  weekends  a.  goodly  portion  of  the 
audience  is  made  up  of  the  children  and 
young  people  of  the  community.  Parents 
have  formed  the  habit  of  letting  Jack  or 
Jill  go  to  the  movies  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  Sunday  afternoon.  This  not 
only  increases  the  attendance,  but  brings 
to  the  theatre  an  added  responsibility: 
that  of  maintaining  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  house  so  that  the  health  of 
the  children  of  the  neighborhood  will  be 
properly  safeguarded. 

Particular  mothers  prohibit  the  attend- 
ance of  their  children  at  local  theatres 
which  do  not  have  clean  restrooms.  More 
than  one  mother  has  issued  an  ultimatum: 
“You  may  go  to  Theatres.  A and  C but 
you  cannot  go  to  the  movies  at  'Theatre  B. 
Their  restrooms  aren’t  clean.” 

And  fastidious  five-year-olds  have  been 
known  to  say  to  attendant  parents:  “It’s 
filthy  dirty!  I can  wait!  I won’t  go  here!” 

An  attendant  in  the  restrooms  is  an 
excellent  idea  for  the  weekend  matinee 
shows,  inasmuch  as  children  are  not  as 
careful  as  they  might  be,  and  it  takes 
constant  vigilance  to  keep  the  restrooms 
orderly — even  those  for  adults.  If  the 
theatre  does  not  warrant  a regular  at- 
tendant, at  least  the  rooms  should  be 
cleaned  up  before  the  evening  perform- 
ance, and  if  po.ssible  oftener. 

There  is  another  side  to  theatre  mod- 
ernization which  is  exerting  a continually 
growing  influence  on  the  management  of 
neighborhood  theatres.  Residents  have  a 
possessive  pride  in  their  community  and 
don’t  like  to  see  property,  particularly 
business  property,  become  “run  down.” 

Modernization  of  neighborhood  theatres 
with  their  shiny  new  fronts,  typical  of 
this  streamlined  era,  gives  a note  of 
affluence  and  prosperity  that  is  catching. 

Lack  of  modernization  of  the  interior 
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of  the  theatre,  especially  the  restrooms, 
would  soon  dissipate  this  feeling  and  send 
patrons  away  with  a negative  attitude 
toward  the  entire  place. 

Inasmuch  as  movie  theatresi  are  dark- 
ened, and  the  patron  often  does  not  see 
the  interior  of  the  theatre  proper,  ade- 
quate, satisfactory  and  attractive  appoint- 
ments in  the  lobby  and  restrooms  are  even 
more  important  than  gaudy  and  elabo- 
rate decorations  in  the  auditoruim. 

Even  the  patron,  who  isn’t  plumbing- 
conscious, will  be  critical  of  a haphazard 
modernization  of  the  restroom  not  in 
keeping  with  the  general  modernity  of  the 
theatre.  When  the  washrooms  are  shining 
and  colorful  examples  of  the  plumber’s 
art,  a slight  paraphrase  of  Caesar’s  fam- 
ous statement — “Veni,  Vidi,  Vici” — ^may 
be  permitted,  and  the  management  quoted: 
“They  came,  they  saw,  and  they  came 
back!” 

What  are  some  of  the  outstanding  sug- 
gestions for  restrooms  for  neighborhood 
theatres? 

They  should  be  clean  and  modern,  but 
cleanliness  comes  FIRST! 

With  the  continuous  progress  of  science 
in  tracing  disease  to  lack  of  sanitation, 
dirt  and  filth,  and  with  the  national  em- 
phasis on  the  prevention  and  eradication 
of  venereal  disease,  the  general  public 
which  is  so  often  lackadaisical  about  mat- 
ters has  become  cleanliness-conscious.  No- 
where is  this  more  apparent  than  in  the 
general  attitude  toward  restrooms. 

Not  only  must  the  restroom  generally 
be  clean,  but  the  fixtures  must  be  im- 
maculate. 

The  plumbing  industry  has  kept  apace 
of  this  trend,  if  not  ahead  of  it.  Lava- 
tories are  being  made  of  glistening  vitreous 
china — easy  to  clean  and  impervious  to 
stains;  and  sanitary  cast  iron  enameled 
ware — manufactured  with  an  acid-resist- 
ing finish  of  porcelain  which  is  resistant 
to  most  acids,  and  also  responds  readily 
to  cleansing  with  soap  and  hot  water. 

Faucets  and  fittings  plated  with  shining 
chromium  are  everywhere  preferred,  be- 
cause they  will  not  tarnish,  last  indefi- 
nitely, and  are,  too,  easily  cleaned  with  a 
damp  cloth.  FaucetSi,  by  the  way,  as  the 
working  parts  of  the  plumbing  fixtures, 
should  always  be  of  good  quality.  They 
should  not  be  purchased  on  a price  basis. 

Hard,  rubber  composition  toilet  seats 
are  easily  maintained  by  wiping  them  with  |,ff 
a cloth  soaked  with  wood  alcohol.  Com- 
position seats  are  moisture  repellant,  and 
consequently  more  sanitary.  Tlrey  should 
be  of  the  elongated  type  with  the  open 
front. 

Wall  hung  closets  and  urinals  are  pre- 
ferable, since  they  facilitate  mopping  of 
the  floor.  Partitions  should  be  of  pressed 
enameled  steel  which  is  easy  to  keep  clean. 

The  washrooms  should  be  colorful,  because 
of  the  positive  effect  on  the  patron. 

Theatre  washrooms  should  be  con- 
veniently located.  They  should  be  well 
ventilated — particularly  because  they  are 
usually  small  rooms.  They  should  have 
the  equipment  checked  regularly.  Where 
there  is  a minimum  of  fixture  equipment, 
an  “out  of  order”  sign  is  a serious  in- 
convenience. It  may,  in  fact,  seriously  in- 
terfere with  the  use  of  the  room  at  all. 

All  plumbing  equipment  should  be  ser- 
viced by  a qualified  and  experienced 


plumbing  contractor  with  a reputation  for 
dependable  and  satisfactory  installations 
and  service.  Handy-men  have  no  place 
on  the  theatre  payroll,  any  more  than 
amateur  cashiers  or  moving  picture  ma- 
chine operators.  A reliable  master  plumber 
should  be  employed  to  supervise  the  mod- 
ernization of  restrooms,  and  consulted 
whenever  there  is  any  need  for  a plumber. 

Provisions  should  be  made  for  plenty  of 
drinking  fountains,  when  the  neighbor- 
hood theatre  is  modernized.  At  least  two 
are  desirable  in  the  main  lobby,  if  the 
theatre  is  any  size  at  all.  Or,  there  may 
be  one  downstairs,  and  one  in  the  balcony 
lounge. 


Modern  vitreous  china  drinking  foun- 
tains may  be  either  of  the  pedestal  or 
wall  hung  type.  They  should  be  equipped 
with  the  new  angle  stream  drinking  jet, 
which  makes  it  impossible  for  the  user’Si 
lips  to  touch  the  fixture,  thus  providing 
the  utmost  in  sanitary  protection.  It  is 
important,  too,  to  equip  the  drinking  foun- 
tain with  a control  that  maintains  the 
drinking  stream  at  the  same  height  re- 
gardless of  fluctuations  in  pressure.  A foot 
control  valve  is  convenient  for  both  chil- 
dren and  adults. 

Drinking  fountains  in  charming  colors 
may  be  obtained  to  harmonize  with  the 
modernized  decorative  scheme. 


RUSSIALOID 

RE6.  TRADE-MARK 

ArtiFicial  Leather  For  Seating 

Mod  ern  theatre  designers  and  owners  are  speciFy- 
ing  RUSSIALOID  because  it  is  smarter  looking 
and  wears  better. 

RUSSIALOID  insures  long  and  satisFactory  ser- 
vice. Cleans  easily.  It  comes  in  many  Fast  colors 
and  varied  patterns. 

Write  us  For  samples. 

THE  PANTASOTE  COMPANY,  INC. 

250  PARK  AVENUE  AT  46TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK 
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eral  illumination.  A drop  light  or  wall 
bracket  fixture  with  approved  vapor-proof 
globe  shall  be  provided  near  or  over  the 
rewind  table.  These  lights  should  be  on  a 
separate  circuit  from  the  projection  room 
proper. 

Ventilation 


More  Pointers  for  Efficiency  in 
Projection  Room  Planning 


CONTINUING  our  presentation  of  the 
recent  report  of  the  Projection  Prac- 
tice Committee  of  the  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Engineers,  as  published  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Society,*  we  further  em- 
phasize the  importance  of  careful  plan- 
ning in  the  layout  and  construction  of  the 
projection  room. 

In  the  previous  installment,  general  con- 
struction details  were  outlined  by  the  com- 
mittee. This  portion  of  the  report  per- 
tains to  electrical  wiring,  lighting,  ventila- 
tion. In  the  next  following  issue,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  report  relating  to  general 
arrangement  for  maximum  operating  ef- 
ficiency will  be  reproduced. 

Conduits  and  Circuits 

(6.1)  Locations  and  Sizes.  — Locations 
and  sizes  of  conduits  for  projection,  con- 
trol, and  sound  equipment  are  determined 
by  the  type  and  design  of  the  equipment. 
Manufacturers  of  the  equipment  should  be 
consulted  with  regard  to  the  proper  lay- 
out and  sizes  of  the  conduit  systems  be- 
fore floors,  walls,  and  ceilings  are  fin- 
ished (see  Secs.  1.2  and  1.3).  Conduits 
shall  in  all  cases  be  concealed,  and  all 
boxes  shall  be  of  the  flush-mounting  type 
in  walls  and  ceiling.  Conduits  terminating 
in  the  floors  should  extend  6 inches  above 
the  finished  floor  level. 

Conduits  and  wiring  should  generally  be 
provided  for  the  following  circuits: 

(1)  Projector  mechanism 

(a)  motor 

(b)  changeover 

(c)  pilots 

(2)  Projector  arcs  and  spotlights 

(a)  rheostats,  generators,  or  recti- 
fier 

(3)  Sound  equipment 

(a)  a.-c.  power  supply 

(b)  loud  speaker  circuits 

(c)  amplifier  and  controls 

(d)  ground  wire 

(4)  Projection  room  lighting 

(a)  general  (ceiling  and  reelites) 

(b)  emergency 

(5)  Theatre  auditorium  lighting 
(a)  dimmer 
<b)  emergency 

(6)  Projector  ventilation  equipment 
(a)  normal 

(7)  General  ventilation  system 
(a)  normal 
fb)  emergency 

(8)  Miscellaneous 

(a)  stage  curtain 
(b)  telephone 

(c)  buzzer 

(d)  receptacles 


•Report  of  Projection  Practice  Committee, 
Journal  S.  M.  P.  E.,  Vol.  XXI,  No.  5,  November. 
1938. 


Fig.  2 shows  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  equipment  requiring  these  con- 
duits. 

(6.2)  Projection  Arc  Supply  and  Loca- 
tion.— In  cases  where  the  projection  arc 
supply  consists  of  rotating  machinery 
generating  acoustical  hum  or  mechanical 
vibration,  acoustical  or  mechanical  in- 
sulation will  be  required.  Arc  supply 
equipment  should  be  located  in  the  power 
equipment  room  adjacent  to  the  projec- 
tion room,  and  at  least  four  feet  from  any 
sound  amplifier  equipment. 

(6.3)  Power  Supply  to  Equipment. — 
Where  line-voltage  variations  are  greater 
than  = 3 per  cent,  the  local  power  com- 
pany should  be  requested  to  rectify  the 
condition.  In  cases  where  it  is  impos- 
sible to  maintain  a steady  line-voltage 
into  the  theatre,  either  manually  con- 
trolled or  automatic  regulators  should  be 
installed. 

(7.1)  Projec- 
t i o n Room 
Lighting  — Ap- 
proved vapor- 
proof  ceiling  fix- 
tures should  be 
installed 
for  general  il- 
lumination, as 
indicated  in  Fig. 

2,  and  arranged 
to  be  lighted  on 
either  the  nor- 
mal or  the  emer- 
g e n c y lighting 
circuit. 

An  individual 
vapor-proof  re- 
light with  wire 
guard  shall  be 
located  near 
each  projector  or 
spotlamp,  as  in- 
dicated in  Fig.  2. 

All  lights  in 
the  projection 
room  and  asso- 
ciated rooms, 
shall  be  shaded 
so  as  to  prevent 
light  from  en- 
tering the  audi- 
torium through 
the  ports. 

(7.2)  Rewind 
Room.  — An  ap- 
proved vapor- 
proof  ceiling  fix- 
ture shall  be  in- 
stalled for  gen- 


(8.1) Arcs  or  Spotlight. — In  permanent 
projection  rooms,  ventilation  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  the  arc  lamps  independently  of 
the  general  and  emergency  ventilating  sys- 
tem of  the  room.  Each  arc  lamp  hous- 
ing shall  be  connected  by  a flue  to 
a common  duct,  which  duct  shall  lead  di- 
rectly out  of  doors  and  shall  contain  an 
exhaust  fan  or  blower  having  a capacity 
of  at  least  50  cubic-feet  per  minute  of  air 
for  each  arc  lamp  connected  thereto.  This 
exhaust  fan  or  blower  shall  be  electrically 
connected  to  the  projection  room  wiring 
system  and  controlled  by  a separate 
switch  with  pilot  lamp  within  the  room. 
There  shall  at  no  time  be  less  than  15 
cubic-feet  of  air  per  minute  flowing 
through  each  lamp  house  into  an  exhaust 
system  connected  to  the  air  outside  the 
building.  Fig.  3 shows  the  general  ar- 
rangement of  the  system. 

(8.2)  Projection  Room  and  Rewind 
Room. — General  ventilation  of  the  pro- 
jection room  and  rewind  room  shall  be 
provided  by  a duct  having  outlets  at  one 
or  more  points  in  the  ceiling  and  leading 
directly  to  the  outer  air.  Said  duct  shall 
be  capable  of  maintaining  a natural  cir- 
culation of  air,  without  blower  or  fan,  at 
the  rate  of  not  less  than  20  cubic-feet  per 


Fiff.  2.  Projection  room  equipment,  showing  conduits,  ventilation  systems, 
lights,  and  switches. 


(1)  Three  conduits  in  floor  to  a-c  control  panel:  for  pilot  light,  change- 
over and  motor  feed,  for  both  projectors. 

(2)  Conduit  in  floor  to  d-c.  control  panel  and  motor  generator:  for  both 
projectors  and  spot  (or  stereo)  via  polarized  plug-box  on  front  wall  of  room. 

(3)  Conduit  to  pipe  ground  for  each  projector,  and  conduit  to  loud  speak- 
ers on  stage. 

(4)  Vapor-proof  ceiling  fixtures,  and  vapor-proof  reelites  with  wire  guards 
for  each  projector  and  spot  (or  stereo). 

(5)  Dimmer  and  emergency  lighting  control. 

(6)  Projector  and  spot  (or  stereo)  ventilation  system  and  control  switch. 

(7)  General  ventilation  system  (normal  and  emergency),  with  switches 
inside  and  outside  of  doors  of  projection  room. 

(8)  Wall  receptacles. 

(9)  Wall  switches,  two-way  type,  individually  controlling  each  ceiling  light 
fixture  from  either  entrance  door. 
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minute.  Auxiliary  circulation  in  said  duct 
shall  be  provided  by  an  exhaust  fan  or 
blower  having  a capacity  of  not  less  than 
200  cubic-feet  per  minute  for  normal  cir- 
culation and  having  a rated  capacity  of 
not  less  than  2,000  cubic-feet  per  minute 
for  operation  in 
emergency,  i.  e., 
fire.  In  no  case 
shall  the  ex- 
haust duct  sys- 
tem of  the  room 
be  connected 
with  the  venti- 
lating system  of 
the  building  pro- 
per. The  emer- 
gency operation 
of  said  fan  shall 
be  controlled  by 
a switch  oper- 
ated automatically  by  the  shutter  control 
mechanism  when  the  latter  is  actuated 
either  manually  or  by  melting  of  the  fus- 
ible links.  This  exhaust  fan,  providing 
general  and  emergency  ventilation  of  the 
projection  room  and  rewind  room  shall 
be  connected  to  the  emergency  lighting 
circuit  of  the  room,  and  shall  be  controlled 
for  normal  circulation  by  a switch  and 


pilot  lamp  within  the  room. 

The  ducts  shall  be  of  incombustible  ma- 
terial, and  shall  be  kept  at  least  2 inches 
from  combustible  material  or  separated 
therefrom  by  approved  non-combustible 
heat-insulating  material,  not  less  than  1 


inch  thick. 

Projection  rooms  and  rewind  rooms  shaU 
have  two  or  more  separate  fresh  air  intake 
ducts  at  or  near  the  floor  and  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  room,  entirely  independent  of 
and  in  no  way  connected  to  the  exhaust 
ducts  of  the  room.  Such  air  intake  ducts 
may  be  connected  into  the  main  ventilat- 
ing system  of  the  building. 


Fig:.  3.  Equipment  ventilation  s.V8tem:  blower  oapacit.v  400  cu.-ft.  i>er  min.; 
minimum  air  movement  througrh  lamp  houses  with  blower  idle,  15  cu.-ft.  i>er  min. 


Vast  Loudspeaker  Being 
Built  at  New  York  Fair 

The  Perisphere,  which  in  conjunction 
with  the  700-foot  Trylon  has  become  the 
symbol  of  the  New  York  World’s  Fair,  has 
been  utilized  by  sound  engineers  of  the 
Radio  Corporation  of  America  to  form  the 
horn  of  the  largest  loudspeaker  ever  con- 
structed— a sound  reproducer  so  vast  that 
thousands  of  persons  will  be  able  to  stand 
at  one  time  at  its  periphery. 


Manufacturing  Company;  Arthur  Schnei- 
der, in  charge  of  the  company’s  technical 
sales  in  the  New  York  area,  and  Alex- 
ander Fisher,  president  of  RCA’s  New  York 
sound  distributing  company. 


Have  You  a Problem? 

Conductors  of  the  CINE'  CLINIC  will  be 


Quality  Screens  for  More  

Than  a Quarter  of  a Century  


Because  they  are  UNIFORMLY  perfor- 
ated, Da-Lite  Sound  Screens  never  de- 
velop dark  center  streaks,  that  neces- 
sitate early  replacement.  Ask  your 
dealer  about  the  greater  economy  of 
Da-Lite  Screens!  Write  for  catalog. 

Da-Lite  Screen  Co./  Inc. 

2723  N.  Crawford  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


"Better  Projection  Pays" 


The  huge  speaker,  which  will  be  used 
to  provide  music  at  the  Theme  Center,  is 
but  one  of  the  many  powerful  sound  dis- 
tribution and  reproducing  systems  being 
supplied  for  the  fair  grounds.  In  several 
instances  new  types  of  loud-speakers  of 
unusual  power  and  fidelity  have  been  de- 
veloped for  the  purpose. 

Contracts  for  the  sound  equipment  were 
negotiated  by  Grover  A.  Whalen,  presi- 
dent of  the  Fair;  John  S.  Young,  director 
of  radio  and  broadcasting;  Ralph  B.  Aus- 
trian, assistant  vice-president  of  RCA 


glad  to  answer  questions  relating-  to  problems 
of  projection  and  sound  operation  and  prac- 
tices through  these  columns.  State  your  prob- 
lem clearly,  detailing  symptoms  of  trouble. 
Answers  to  questions  of  general  interest  will 
be  published  in  a later  issue,  identified  by  in- 
quirer’s initials  only.  Should  you  desire  pri- 
vate information  or  advice,  enclose  stamp  for 
reply.  Address  The  MODERN  THEATRE, 
Room  334,  332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


The  life  blood  of  better  Projection  is  current  supply 
. . . efficiently  maintained. 


In  efficiency  and  maintenance  ... 

The  TRANSVERTER  stands  supreme. 

Ask  the  nearest  office  of  The  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
In  Canada,  General  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  or  write  us 

THE  HERTNER  ELECTRIC  CO. 

12695  Elmwood  Avenue  Cleveland,  Ohio,  U,  S.  A, 

EXCLUSIVE  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  TRANSVERTER 


VighJ^nlh/nsity 


SOUND 
HEADS 

The  Golden  Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen 


Stabilizing  Gyrofilter  . . . All  Film 
Travel  on  Rotating  Surfaces  , . . Con- 
stant Axis  Optical  System  Carriage 
. . . Single  Unit  Construction  . . . 
Bausch  (S  Lomb  Optical  System  . . . 
Pre-Focused  Exciter  Lamp  Carriage. 


222  NORTH  16V  STREET.  . . OMAHA.  NEBR 


€®o 
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THf  SUPPiy  fUflRI 


WHAT  YOU  MAY  NEED 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


You  Clean  Your  Own  Screen 

Suction  cleans  screens,  lamp  houses,  all  floor 
surfaces,  box  and  balcony  fronts,  drapes, 
curtains,  everything  without  removal  or 
scaffolds  with  the  Specialized  Super  Theatre 
Cleaner.  Saves  its  cost  over  and  over  again. 
Free  trial.  Ask  your  wholesaler  or  write 

The  National  Super  Service  Co. 

1941  No.  12th  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 


Specify  GoldE  Standard 
Products  and  know  you 
have  the  best  in  Spotlights, 
Rewinds,  Rewind  Tables, 
Film  Cabinets,  New  Alum- 
inum Magazines,  Stereopti- 
cons.  Cleaner  Stands,  New 
Roto-Chrome  Color  Spot- 
light, Changeover,  Take- 
ups,  etc.  — New  Catalog. 

GOLDE  MFG.  CO. 

1214-22  AV.  Madison  St, 
Chicago,  Illinois 


WHEN  YOU  FASTEN  ANYTHING 
IN  MASONRY.  DEPEND  ON  THESE 
CHICAGO  PRODUCTS 

Expansion  nuts  where  exterior  finish 
is  important. 

Four  theatre  style  expansion  bolts 
for  fastening  theatre  seats  perma- 
nently. 

Drill  points,  chucks  and  setting  tools. 
SEE  YOUR  DEALER  — or  write  us. 

CHICAGO  EXPANSION  BOLT  CO. 

Room  601,  134  S.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago 


CARRIER  CORPORATION— SYRACUSE,  N.  Y- 


Fast  Accurate  Change  - Maker 

Saves  time.  Eliminates  mistakes.  Attractive 
and  efficient.  Works  with  new  or  worn  coins. 

Many  special  features.  10  year 
guarantee!  Used  in  thousands  of 
theatres.  Write  today  for  de- 
scriptive circular  and  price  list. 
Universal  vStamping  & Mfg.  Co. 
2839  N.  Western  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


COINOMETER 


YNOLDS 

Blud  BLOWERS 

economical  ‘"“’^'"^'cotation.  Can 
TwiTw  washed  air,  -ekig- 
be  told  water  type 

-•-.esn  and  . \/;Uration- 


Smart  Interiors 

Complete  Interior  Decorations — Draperies — 
Stage  Curtains — Murals 

Seventeen  years  superior  value  and  superior 
service  is  your  guarantee  of  complete  satis- 
faction. Inquiries  Invited. 

Novelty  Scenic  Studios,  Inc. 

320  WEST  48TH  ST.,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
— Installationg  Everywhere!  — — 


Something  Entirely  New  in  Theatre  Dec- 
oration!  Predecorated,  beautifully  finished 
KOLOR-TRIM  MOLDINGS  for  use  with  NU‘ 
WOOD  the  modern  interior  finish  that 
decorates,  insulates,  controls  sound. 

Write  for  complete  facts. 

WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 
Room  134-1  First  National  Bank  Building 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 


BE  SURE  THAT  YOUR  SUPPLIER 
GIVES  YOU  GENUINE 

Mazda  Lamps  made  by  G.  E. 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE 
LETTERS  and  STAINLESS 
STEEL  SUPPORTING  FRAMES 

in  All  Sizes  and  Constructions. 

Protected  by  National  Patent  Corp. 

ADLER  SIGN  LETTER  COMPANY 

2909  Indiana  Ave.  CHICAGO 


THE  SERVICE 
ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE 

MOTION  PICTURE 
INDUSTRY 


AUEC 


SERVICE  CORRORATION 


250  W.  57th  Street 
New  York  City 


USED  EQUIPMENT 
BARGAINS— 

You'll  Find  Them  Regularly 
in  THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 

in  BOXOFFICE 


is  the  subject  for  discussion  in  the  next  forthcoming 
issue  of  The  Modern  Theatre  section.  Presenting  the 
latest  developments  in  structural  materials  and 
mechanical  eguipment  for  all  departments  of  the  mod- 
ern cinema. 


Next  issue:  FEBRUARY 4th 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


PICK-UP  PREDICTED 


The  appointment  of 
Lawrence  W.  Davee  to 
the  post  of  Eastern 
sales  manager  of 
Motiograph,  Inc.,  was 
announced  last  month 
by  Joseph  B.  Kleck- 
ner,  president.  Mr. 

Davee,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  various 
phases  of  picture  pro- 
duction and  exhibition 
since  the  advent  of 

sound,  is  widely  known  in  the  industry. 

At  present,  he  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Governors  and  treasurer  of  the  Society 
of  Motion  Picture  Engineers. 

One  of  the  original  group  in  the  Bell 
Telephone  Laboratories,  which  was  re- 

sponsible for  the  development  of  film  re- 
cording and  reproduction,  Davee  became 
connected  with  the  Fox-Case  Corporation 
in  1928  when  the  producing  company  was 
licensed  by  the  Western  Electric  Company 
to  use  its  sound  patents.  He  was  then 
studio  manager  of  the  Fox  New  York  plant, 
where  he  handled  the  installation  of  Fox 
Grandeur  film  projectors  and  supervised 
the  showing  of  wide  film  pictures  in  key 
theatres. 

Later,  he  was  made  manager  of  East- 
ern Service  Studios  by  Electrical  Research 
Products,  Inc.,  at  the  time  that  the  com- 
pany took  over  the  operation  of  Para- 
mount’s Astoria  plant.  In  his  new  duties 
with  Motiograph,  Davee  will  concentrate 
on  field  assistance  to  the  company’s  deal- 
ers in  the  Eastern  section  of  the  United 
States. 

In  commenting  on  1939  prospects  in  the 
equipment  field,  Davee  said:  “The  increas- 
ing use  of  color  in  pictures  and  recent 
developments  in  recording  technique  have 
focussed  the  attention  of  exhibitors  on  im- 
provements in  projection  and  theatre 
sound.  As  a direct  result  of  this,  we  are 
looking  foncard  to  a period  of  expanding 
sales  of  the  higher  quality  type  of  sound 
systems  arid  projectors.  I believe  that 
1939  will  be  an  outstanding  year  for  manu- 
facturers of  this  equipment.” 


Property  modernization  for  greater 
House  Appeal  is  the  most  logical  answer 
to  what  the  prodigal  movie  fans  want. 


Seating — one  of  the  major  investments 
of  the  theatre  operating  industry — is  too 
important  to  permit  snap  judgment  in  the 
selection  of  chairs  or  the  installation 
thereof. 


A clean,  wholesome  theatre  in  which  the 
health  and  safety  of  the  patrons  is  as- 
sured does  much  to  keep  its  own  turn- 
stiles clicking. 


Better  Projection  Pays!  It  is  the  im- 
portant thing  a theatre  man  can  provide 
to  protect  himself  against  the  harmful  ef- 
fect of  weak  pictures.  Poor  presentation 
never  helps  the  hit  pictures,  either. 


IJEZEBEL 


saiSi" 


I--T0H  surrt 


Showing-  Wagner  Multiple-Size  tetters  and  3-in-l  Stnietiire 
in  use  by  the  Bard's  Theatre,  Los  Angeles 

you  CAN  HAVE  A 

WAGNER  MULTIPLE -SIZE  LETTER  DISPLAY 

with  a letter  investment  of  less  than  50%  more  than  for  one  size  of  letters 

for  the  same  board. 

Send  us  the  size  of  your  marquee  opening 
— get  our  suggestions.  No  obligation. 

Wagner  Letters  and  Structures  Are  Fully  Covered  by  Patents.  Pro- 
tected by  Contract  with  THE  PATENT  PROTECTION  CORPORATION. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

21H  S.  Hovne  Ave.,  CHICAGO  133  W.  64th  St.,  NEW  YOKK 

766  K.  Hancock  Ave.,  DETKOIT  6 Britain  St.,  TOKONTO 

Pacifie  Coast  Representative:  B.  E.  Shearer  tloiupany 


STRONG 


ELECTHIC  COUPOHATION 

2501  LAGRANGE  STREET  • TOLEDO,  OHIO 
Export  Office:  Hoorn  2002,  220  W.  42nd  St,  New  York  City 


steady,  brilliant,  snow-white  ....  2 to  3 times  as 
much,  at  less  cost  per  unit.  Essential  to  satisfac- 
tory projection  of  color  pictures.  Write  for  catalog 
on  the  Strong  Mogul  and  other  unconditionally 
guaranteed  products  ....  your  guide  to  better 
projection.  Demonstration  without  obligation. 


For  Sale  by  Independent  Theatre 
Supply  Dealers  Everywhere. 
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Do  Your  Seats  Need 
New  Upholstery? 

Then  Upholster  With 


The  Imitation  Leather 
That  is  ...  . distinctive 
Used  by  Leading  Theatre  Circuits 
^fWATERPROOF 
★WASHABLE 
★DURABLE 
★FLEXIBLE 

Most  numbers  in  roller  grain,  eliminating 
plate  marks.  All  nuiiLbers  in  stock  for 
immediate  delivery. 

Send  for  our  sample  books. 

ATLANTIC  MERCANTILE  CO. 

109  West  64th  St.  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Insist  OH  fowsi 


A complete  line  of  dependable 
for  every  purse  and  purpose 

LD-30  low  Intensity  Rectifiers 
LD-60  for  Simplified  High  Intensity 
M C S with  Mallory  Rectifying  Units 


THERMIONIC  RECTIFYING  TUIES,  AMPERES 


FOREST 


Mnerl9l2 


eiLLEVIlLI 
NiW  JEISIT 


RECTIFIERS 


BEST  SLIDE  PROJECTORS^ 

^ Skillful!/  engineered  and  carefull/  rrranufactured  from  best 
materials.  Well  ventilated.  Complete  with  10-ft.  opproved  cord, 
switch,  slide  carrier,  ground  ond  polished  lens  (less  lamp). 

1000  watt.  Range  75-150  ft.  With  ony  focus  lens  10  to  36  in.  $35. 
500  watt  "BESTEROPTICON".  Range  up  to  75  feet. 

With  ony  focus  lens  10  to 
30  inches.  $23. 

AT  YOUR  DBALSRSr 


DEVICES  CO. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


10516  WESTERN  AVE 


EFFECTS 


Effect  lighting  is  to  the  picture  what 
the  mounting  is  to  the  precious  stone;  a 
setting  which  weaves  the  spell  of  en- 
chantment throughout  the  entire  program, 
bringing  forth  beautiful  color  effects  to 
stir  the  senses  of  ah  and  scenic  effects  to 
assist  the  Ulusion  of  realism  created  by 
the  motion  picture. 

The  projection  of  effects  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  stage  because  the  modern  ef- 
fect projector  Is  so  flexible  in  operation 
that  its  powerful  beams  can  be  instantly 
trained  to  cover  any  object  or  surface 
within  view  of  the  projection  room.  Mov- 
ing and  blending  color  lighting  effects  may 
be  projected  in  any  shape  or  size  with  any 
light  intensity  desired  onto  the  screen, 
stage  curtains  or  side  walls  of  the  audi- 
torium. 

While  moving  pictures  are  being  shown 
it  will  light  with  dissolving  colors  the 
proscenium  arch,  the  border  of  the  pic- 
ture screen  or  parts  of  the  side  walls.  The 
title  of  the  feature  picture  or  stationary 
scenes  may  be  projected  onto  a screen 
covering  the  entire  stage  opening  while 
slides  or  short  moving  picture  subjects  are 
being  shown,  or  it  will  floodlight  any  part 
of  the  stage  or  project  perfect  dissolving 
slides. 

For  the  small  theatre  with  even  a 
limited  amount  of  money  to  spend,  the 
effect  projector  is  invaluable  as  it  com- 
bines within  a single  equipment  the  func- 
tions of  unequaled  effect  projection,  a spot 
and  flood  lamp  and  a perfect  dissolving 
slide  projector. 


HOME  WORK! 


A new  twist  in  the  promotion  of  air 
conditioning  is  used  today  by  A.  W.  Ves- 
sey,  pi'ominent  business  man  of  Rio  de 
Janiero,  S.  A.,  who  has  turned  his  home 
into  an  air  conditioned  “laboratory,”  us- 
ing his  guests  as  the  “guinea  pigs.” 

The  new  sales  idea  came  to  Vessey, 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  local  distribu- 
tor for  Carrier  Corporation,  when  he  real- 
ized people  were  anxious  to  learn  about 
air  conditioning  for  homes  as  a result  of 
encountering  manufactured  weather  in 
theatres,  casinos  and  office  buildings  in 
Rio.  They  wanted  to  see  how  air  condi- 
tioning could  be  handled  in  an  actual 
residence. 

“To  give  them  this  opportunity,”  Vessey 
explained,  “I  decided  to  build  the  home 
completely  air  conditioned  so  I could  bring 
friends  and  prospective  customers  to  the 
house  as  weekend  guests,  because  here  the 
Brazilians  are  of  the  same  mould  as  the 
folks  from  Missouri:  ‘They  want  to  be 
shown’.” 


We  like  people  that  are  comforting;  and 
we  like  seats  that  are  comfortable.  How 
about  it?  Mr.  Exhibitor. 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Don^t  Lose  Sleep 

Over  the  Question  . . . . 

CAN  I AFFORD  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION? 


The  answer  is:  YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  TO  DO  WITHOUT  IT. 
That  is  what  the  managers  of  almost  6000  theaters  have  learned 
— more  than  one-third  of  the  theaters  in  the  country. 


Simplified  High  Intensity  projection  costs  so  little 
more  than  low  intensity  that  one  more  patron  per 
show  covers  the  added  cost. 

It  puts  your  theater  in  line  for  successful  competition 
with  the  largest  houses. 

It  will  receive  the  hearty  approval  of  your  patrons. 


It  shows  ev  ery  picture,  whether  black  and  white  or 
color,  to  better  advantage  than  low  intensity  jjrojection. 

It  gives  two  to  three  times  as  much  light  on  the 
screen  as  low  intensity  projection. 

Ask  your  dealer’s  salesman  to  show  you  the  hook, 
‘•Yes  — But  What  Will  It  Cost  ?” 


SIMPLIFIED 


M0DERN””°{ 


PROJECTION 
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WITH  NATIONAL  SUPREX 
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NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  HHNij  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N,  Y. 

JRANCH  S&LES  OFFICES;  NEW  YORK  PITTSBUROH  CHICAGO  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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• Synchronized  Front  and  Rear 
Shutters 


Shutters  are  on  the  some  shaft,  and  each 
shutter  acts  upon  one-half  the  beam,  creat- 
ing a dissolving  effect  and  considerably 
increasing  light. 

■a,*. 

• Intermittent  Movement 

Readily  removable.  Unnecessary  to  take 
down  or  disturb  any  part  of  soundhead. 
Intermittent  Oil  Cushion  permits  closer  tol- 
erance between  cam  ring  and  star  wheel, 
increases  shock  absorption,  gives  longer 
wear,  reduces  vibration  and  increases 
steadiness  of  picture. 


enjoy  the  picture 
more  with  E-7  Projectors  and 
are  telling  others.  That’s  one  way 
for  Owners  to  meet  competition. 

0 VJ  M 5 ll  5 find  that  increased 
business  pays  cost  of  E-7  Projectors, 
and  maintenance  charges  are  lower. 
A clearer  and  steadier  picture  and 
increased  light,  which  is  particu- 
larly good  for  Technicolor,  makes 
a great  hit  with  Everybody. 

vjjoj^crjoi'jjsrs 

say  —“We  know  we  are  getting  a 
better  picture  with  E-7  Projectors  and 
naturally  we  like  them.  We  also  like 
their  many  mechanical  advantages.^ 


• One-shot  Oiling  System 

An  occasional  slight  pressure  on  the  oil 
pump  lever  automatically  supplies— at  all 
times— the  correct  amount  of  filtered  oil. 
Eliminates  faulty  lubrication  and  damage 
by  dirty,  unfiltered  oil. 


• Demountable  Film  Trap 

Only  two  screws  to  loosen  and  Film  Trap 
comes  out.  Particles  of  emulsion  can  be 
easily  cleaned  away  which  greatly  lessens 
the  possibility  of  film  scratching. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 

. 88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motio-n  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


"Christmas  Carol"  Blue  Ribbon 
Gives  Metro  Four  of  Twelve 

M-G-M's  "A  Christmas  Carol,”  adapted  from  the  Charles  Dickens 
Yuletide  classic,  is  the  selection  of  the  National  Screen  Council  as 
winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  tor  December.  This 
not  only  makes  Metro  an  Award  recipient  two  months  in  suc- 
cession, but  that  company  carries  off  top  honors  for  the  year, 
having  won  four  out  of  the  twelve  Awards  made  during  1938. 

It  is  produced  by  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz  and  directed  by  Edwin 
L.  Marin.  The  role  of  Scrooge  is  portrayed  by  Reginald  Owen, 
with  Gene  Lockhart,  Terry  Kilburn,  Kathleen  Lockhart,  Barry  Mac- 
kay  and  Lynne  Carver  in  important  roles. 

"A  Christmas  Carol”  brings  to  the  screen  the  well-known  story 
of  the  miser,  Scrooge,  and  his  tyrannical  and  selfish  existence.  The 
reformation  of  Scrooge  is  brought  about  by  the  appearance  of 
the  ghost  of  his  dead  partner  on  Christmas  Eve,  who  says  he  has 
come  to  rescue  Scrooge  from  the  same  fate  that  befell  him  during 
his  lifetime.  Three  spirits  call  on  Scrooge,  the  ghosts  of  Christmas 
Past,  Christmas  Present  and  Christmas  Future,  and  the  miser  sees 
in  these  apparitions  a drab  reflection  of  himself.  Christmas  morning 
finds  Scrooge  a changed  man  with  the  Christmas  spirit  reawak- 
ened in  him. 

The  other  three  Awards  made  to  Metro  during  1938  are  for  "The 
Citadel,”  November  winner;  "Boys  Town,”  September  selection, 
and  "Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy,”  winner  for  July. 


Cast  of  Characters 


Ebenezer  Scroof/e.. Reginald  Owen 

Bob  Cratchit Gene  Lockhart 

Mrs.  Cratchit. .K^^KLEKN  Lockhart 


Tiny  Tim Terry  Kilburn 

Fred Barry  Mackay 

Bess Lynne  Carver 


Marley’s  Ghost.... LiEO  G.  Carroll 


Spirit  of  Christmas 

Past Ann  Rutherford 

Spirit  of  Christmas 

Present Lionel  Braham 

Spirit  of  Christmas 

Future D’Argy  Corrigan 

Young  Scrooge Ronald  Sinclair 


Production  Staff 


Executive  Producer 

Louis  B.  Mayer 

Producer.. ..Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz 

Director Edwin  L.  Marin 

Original  Sfori/.... Charles  Dickens 

Screenplay Hugo  Butler 

Recording  Director 

Douglas  Shearer 


Musical  Score Franz  Waxman 

Art  Director Cedric  Gibbons 

Associate John  Detlie 

Set  Decorations. ...'Ev'wi'n  B.  Willis 

Costumes  Valles 

Photography 

Sidney  Wagner,  A.S.C. 

Film  Editor George  Boemler 


'SUBMARINE  PATROL'  EMERGES  AS  BEST  GROSSER 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Nubinariue  Patrol  (20th-Fox);  Thanks 


for  the  Memory  (Para),  2nd  run 190 

Memorial — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) ; 

Always  In  Trouble  (20th-Fox)  175 

Metropolitan — Artists  and  Mmlels  Abroad 

(Para);  Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 135 

Orpheum — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M);  Young-  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 170 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  185 

State — Same  as  Orplieum  IGO 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway — Flirting  Witli  Fate  (M-G-M) 100 

Carolina — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M).  110 
Imperial — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para)..  80 

State — Fawless  Valley  (RKO),  1st  part 100 

State — Tenth  Avenue  Ivid  (Hep),  2nd  part....  110 
State — Come  On,  Rangers  (Itep),  3rd  part 115 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs 

(IIKO),  return  playdate  90 

Chicago — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para), 
plus  stage  show  HO 


Garrick — Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono);  Say  It  iii 

F'rench  (Para)  95 

Oriental — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ),’pius 

stage  show  80 

Palace — Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)!  plus 

stage  show  . . 90 

Roosevelt— Trade  Winds  (UA),  held  ’ 2nd  wk. 100 
State-Lake — Campus  Confessions  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  (opening  week) 150 

United  Artists — The  Shining  Hour  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 100 

World  Playhouse — Moonlight  Sonata  (Mal- 

mar),  11th  and  final  wk 85 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  held.. 120 
Capitol — Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th-Fox)  120 
Grand — A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)  120 

Keith's— Going  Places  (FN)  120 

Lyric — Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col) !!!!!!no 

Palace — Thanks  for  Kverything  (20th-Fox), 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — Little  Tough  Guys  (Univ)  100 

Hippodrome — The  Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  !!l25 

Palace  Drums  (UA).  plus  stage  show 100 

State  .\rtists  and  Models  .\broad  (Para)  85 

Stillman — Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) ! .’ ! 85 


DALLAS 

Capitol — Touchdown  Army  (Para)  ..  ..  100 

Majestic — Dawn  Patrol  ( WB)  !!!!.!!!.!  115 

Melba — Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN)  100 

Palace — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  ....!!!!!.!!!!!  130 

Tower — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M)  .!ll0 


DENVER 

Aladdin — ^Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox).  after 

a wk.  at  the  Denver  9q 

Broadway — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M);  Law- 
West  of  Tombstone  (RKO),  both  after  a wk 

at  the  Orpheum  85 

Denham — The  Frontiersmen  (Para);  Little 

Orphan  Annie  (Para)  85 

Denver — Tratle  Winds  (UA)  110 

Orpheum — A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)- 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M)...  ' 115 

Paramount— Hard  to  Get  (WB);  The  sitorin  ’ ’ 

(Univ)  gg 

Rialto— Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN),  after 
a wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 
Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 120 


DETROIT 

Adams — A Man  to  Remember  (RKO)- 

Breaking  the  Ice  (RKO)  .' go 

Cinema — Childhood  of  Maxim  Gorky  (SR) 

2nd  wk gg 

Uox — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox) 

plus  stage  show  85 

Michigan — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Sav  It  iii 

French  (Para)  ; 80 

Palms  State — Heart  of  the  North  (WB); 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond  (Para)  . . ' 70 

United  Artists— Snow  White  (RKO),  3rd  wk.!!  105 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 
Circle — Dawn  Patrol  (WB) 

Indiana— -Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  .!!!!! 
Loew’s — A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)  ! 

Lyric — Heart  of  the  North  (FN),  plus 
stage  show  


80 

125 

95 

95 

85 


KANSAS  CITY 

E.squire — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox), 
holdover  


(AVERAGE  IS  100%) 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Submarine  Patrol  (dual)  — 

Boston  190 

The  Beachcomber — New  York 180 

There  Goes  My  Heart  (dual)  — 

Boston  175 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys — 

Oklahoma  City  175 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(dual) — Boston  170 

Going  Places  (dual) — Omaha 160 

Sweethearts — Oklahoma  City 155 

Campus  Confessions — Chicago 150 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys — 

Pittsburgh  150 

Dawn  Patrol — New  York  (plus 

stage  show)  150 

Sweethearts — Milwaukee,  Phil- 
adelphia   150 

Trade  Winds  (dual) — Portland, 

Ore 150 

Dawn  Patrol — Philadelphia 140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Moonlight  Sonata,  11th  and  final  wk., 
Chicago;  5th  wk.,  Minneapolis. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys,  4th  wk., 
Portland,  Ore. 


Pygmalion,  3rd  wk..  New  York  City. 
Snow-  White,  3rd  wk.,  Detroit. 


Midland — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) ; 

A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)  100 

Newman — Hard  to  Get  (WB) ; Ben  Blue 

on  stage  120 

Orpheum — Heart  of  the  North  (FN) 75 

Tower — While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox); 

Gene  Krupa  and  Orchestra  140 

Uptown — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Pox), 

holdover  70 


LOS  ANGELES 


Chinese — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M); 

A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)  100 

Downtown — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Nancy 

Drew,  Detective  (WB)  100 

Four  star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M-British)  90 

Hillstreet — ^Blondie  (Col);  Girls’  School  (Col).. 125 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount — Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para), 

AI  Pearce  and  Gang  on  stage 100 

State — Same  as  Chinese  100 


MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven 


(WF)  75 

Palace — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) ; 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 110 

Riverside — Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  85 

Strand — The  Shining  Hour  (M-G-M); 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox)  80 

Warner — Dau-n  Patrol  (WB);  Torchy  Gets 

Her  Man  (WB)  135 

Wisconsin — Sweethearts  (M-G-M);  Young  Dr. 
Kildare  (M-G-M)  150 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster — A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M);  Annabel 

Takes  a Tour  (RKO)  90 

Century — Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 70 

Gopher — Service  De  Luxe  (Univ) 80 

Orpheum — Brother  Rat  (FN)  115 

State — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M)..  125 
World — Moonlight  Sonata  (Malrnar),  5th  wk....90 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — A Man  to  Remember  (RKO);  The 

I,ad.v  Objects  (Col)  50 

Loew-Poli — Kentuck.v  (20th-Fox);  A Christmas 
Carol  (M-G-M),  moved  to  College  for  2nd 

wk 110 

Paramount — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 110 


Roger  Sherman — Heart  of  the  North  (FN); 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society  (Univ) 90 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Straigrht,  Place  and  Show  (20th-Fox)..  85 

Globe — Always  in  Trouble  (20th-Fox)  80 

Liberty — Blondie  (Col)  100 

Orpheum — There’s  That  Woman  Agrain  (Col)..  100 

Regent — Snow  White  (RKO),  3rd  run 100 

Saenger — Kentucky  (20th-rox)  100 

State — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 125 

Tudor — Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox) 75 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 125 

Capitol — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  110 

Criterion — Blondie  (Col)  90 

Globe — Lady  Vanishes  (20th-Fox)  120 

Paramount — Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para),  plus  stage  show  130 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — A Christmas  Carol 

(MG-M)  135 

Rivoli — The  Beachcomber  (Para)  180 


Roxy — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage  show.. 130 
Strand — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  plus  stage  show..  150 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  155 

Liberty — Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN);  Lawless 

Valley  (RKO)  135 

Midwest — Kentuck.v  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) ; Adventures 

of  Chico  (SR)  110 

Tower — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M)..  175 
Plaza — Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN), 

moveover,  2nd  wk 100 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — Going  Places  (FN);  The  Storm 

(Univ)  160 

Omaha — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para),  plus  Sweethearts 

(M-G-M)  on  New  Year’s  eve  show 170 

Orpheum — Say  It  in  French  (Para).  Stage: 

Dixie  Dunbar,  plus  Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  on 
New  Year’s  eve  show  130 


PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Trade  W'inds  (UA),  2nd  wk 110 

Boyd — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  150 

Earle — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  headed  by  Ritz  Bros 175 

Fox — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox) 110 

Keith’s — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M)..  110 

Stanley — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  140 

Stanton — Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col) 100 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin — Thanks  for  Kverything  (20th-Fox) 75 

Barry — Come  On,  Rangers  (Rep);  Titans  of 

the  Deep  (GN)  100 

Fulton — Newsboys*  Home  (Univ)  100 

Penn— Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M).. 100 

Senator — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox), 
(around  45%  of  Alvin  gross).... No  Avg.  Estab. 
Stanley — Going  Places  (FN)  (World  Premiere); 
Ken  Murray,  Borrah  Minnevitch  Harmonica 
Rascals,  Gene  Austin  and  others  in  stage 

show  110 

Warner — A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M);  Comet 
Over  Broadway  (FN)  85 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Trade  W'inds  (UA);  Girls  on 

Probation  (FN)  150 

Mayfair — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M), 

4th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Next  Time 

I Marry  (RKO)  120 

Paramount — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Blondie 

(Col),  2nd  wk 100 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  .135 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Centre — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  110 

Paramount — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  100 

Roxy — Dark  .Tourney  (UA),  subsidiary,  vaude- 
ville   105 

Studio — Mooulight  Sonata  (UA)  105 

Utah — A Christinas  Carol  (M-G-M);  Peck’s 

Ba«l  Bow  With  the  Circus  (RKO) 105 

Victory — Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M);  Tom 

Sawyer,  Detective  (Para)  105 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol — Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  75 

Columbia — The  Great  Waltz  (M-G-M),  2nd  run.  90 
Earle — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  plus  stage  show...  90 

Keith’s — Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M)  75 

Metropolitan — Blondie  (Col)  75 

Palace — The  Young  in  Heart  (UA) 85 
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Skott  Su.l^4QCt 


The  Wrong  Way  Out 

M-G-M  (Crime  Does  Not  Pay)  17  Minutes 
Here  is  the  type  of  a short  that  stands 
exploiting  and  will  attract  the  support  of 
civic  groups  without  any  difficulty.  On  the 
entertainment  side,  it’s  top-notch  program 
material.  The  story  has  punch  and  pathos 
and  the  leading  roles  are  skilfully  acted 
by  a pair  of  promising  youngsters,  Kenneth 
Howell  and  Linda  Terry.  It’s  about  two 
kids  in  love  who  are  impatient  with  the 
advice  of  their  parents  and  run  off  to 
get  married.  They  are  soon  destitute  and 
rather  than  swallow  their  pride  they  stay 
on  until  the  boy  gets  into  a jam.  'They 
flee  the  police  and,  in  the  chase,  the  lad 
gets  killed.  Gustave  Machaty’s  direction 
reflects  a deft  flair  for  the  dramatic. 


News  Parade  of  1938 

M-G-M  (News  of  the  Day)  10  Minutes 
A splendid  job  of  editorial  condensation. 
The  absorbing  headlines  of  1938  are  de- 
partmentalized in  a graphic  fashion.  Com- 
mentator John  B.  Kennedy  catches  all  the 
drama  of  an  epochal  year  with  his  colorful 
delivery.  It  opens  with  aviation,  Howard 
Hughes  and  Corrigan:  the  disasters  in- 
flicted here  by  nature;  drama  in  the  death 
leap  of  John  Warde;  the  war  in  China; 
crisis  and  the  Munich  pact  with  that  his- 
torical shot  of  Goering  rubbing  his  hands 
in  glee  when  the  pact  was  signed;  and  back 
to  America  with  tolerance  the  dominant 
theme  and  ending  with  thanks  for  liberty, 
justice  and  equality. 


Men  of  Steel 

M-G-M  (Musical)  21  Minutes 

Apparently  “Pins  and  Needles”  or  some 
other  similar  effort  is  the  source  for  the 
authors  who  whipped  up  the  musical. 
But  the  emphasis  is  sadly  misplaced  and 
the  humor  backfires.  However,  the  mu- 
sical saga  of  Hoamy  Foamy  Washing  Ma- 
chines is  all  done  in  a light  and  blithe 
manner.  It  has  the  baritone  singing  of 
Kenneth  Stevens  to  recommend  it  and  a 
number  of  old-timers  including  Maurice 
Costello  whom  you  will  recognize  if  you 
look  quickly  enough.  Doris  Weston 
has  the  feminine  lead. 


Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  9 Minutes 

C>ne  of  the  largest,  most  beautiful  har- 
bors in  the  world  is  the  subject  for  Fitz- 
patrick’s roving  camera.  The  first  object 
to  catch  the  eye  is  the  Sydney  Bridge. 
Then  seen  is  the  jagged  shore  line  and  the 
bathing  beaches.  There  are  also  trips  to 
roof  gardens,  views  of  the  skyline  and  the 
zoo.  In  the  last  spot  is  seen  the  cute 
Australian  teddy  bear.  The  short  is  up  to 
the  FitzPatrick  standard. 


€HORT 

THE  WEEK 

Pathe  Review  of  1938 

RKO  (REO  Pathe  Newsreel)  10  Min. 

Millions  have  followed  H.  V.  KaL 
tenbom  on  the  air  and  are  familiar 
with  his  authoritative  style  as  news 
commentator.  So  it  may  not  be  a sur- 
prise to  find  that  he  has  turned  out  an- 
other thrilling  job  as  editor  and  narra- 
tor for  this  news  review  of  1938.  Kal- 
tenbom  uses  a running  style  as  he 
touches  on  the  stirring  events  of  the 
year.  In  kaleidoscopic  fashion,  he 
starts  with  war  in  China  and  Spain, 
then  the  floods  here  and  other  domestic 
highlights,  all  of  which  builds  up  into 
a powerful  climax  with  the  emphasis 
on  the  most  important  event  of  the  year 
— the  Munich  pact.  And  then  there  is 
the  bombing  of  Canton  and  Kalten- 
born's  words  in  his  crisp  enunciation, 
"Japan,  the  silent  partner  of  the 
Munich  pact''  saying  more  eloquently 
what  would  take  volumes.  The'  short 
ends  on  a peaceful  note  with  Alfred 
London  and  Cordell  Hull  on  their  way 
to  the  Lima  conference. 


Practical  Jokers 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang)  9 Minutes 

Entertaining  comedy  for  any  program  is 
this  latest  effort  of  Metro’s  juvenile  troupe. 
Butch  again  is  the  thorn  in  the  compla- 
cent side  of  the  Gang.  He’s  always  playing 
practical  jokes  on  the  boys  until  they  fix 
him  at  his  birthday  party  by  putting  a 
firecracker  in  the  cake.  The  funniest  bit  is 
Alfalfa’s  squeaky  singing  while  watching 
the  firecracker  sputter  in  front  of  him. 


Mental  Poise 

M-G-M  (Robert  Benchley)  7 Minutes 
Delightfully  whacky  comedy  in  the  best 
Robert  Benchley  manner.  In  this.  Bench- 
ley  portrays  a psychiatrist  whose  patient 
is  what  you  might  expect  him  to  be.  Using 
trick  photography,  Benchley  has  himself 
as  a patient  coming  in  to  be  interviewed. 
It  may  sound  confusing,  but  it  is  all  very 
hilarious. 


King  Vulture 

Columbia  (World  of  Sports)  101/2  Minutes 
Regardless  of  the  mechanical  devices  by 
which  this  was  obtained,  it  stacks  up  as 
a corking  good  adventure  reel,  with  em- 
phasis on  thrills.  It  is  done  in  sepia  and 
is  laid  against  the  impressive  California 
Sierras.  Two  men  scientists  are  seen 
climbing  the  jagged  peaks  in  quest  of  eggs 
purportedly  designated  for  a museum  col- 
lection. Before  the  expedition  is  over  one 
of  the  men  puts  up  a terrific  struggle  with 
a man-fighting  vulture  who  resents  the 
humans’  intrusion.  Tire  scientist  captm-es 
the  bird  alive,  but  only  after  a suspenseful 
bit  of  business  in  mid-air.  Elmer  G.  Dyer 
produced. 


Penny's  Picnic 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  IQ  Minutes 

Probably  the  best  way  to  explain  this 
subject  is  to  advise  exhibitors  who  plan  a 
picnic  to  invite  Pete  Smith  along.  For 
here  he  gives  another  of  his  clever  im- 
pressions of  what  not  to  do  and  what 
should  be  done  when  a group  of  picnick- 
ers settles  down  to  tackling  the  gastrono- 
mic situation.  With  the  assistance  of  Pru- 
dence Penny,  who  knows  her  cookery.  Smith 
turns  in  a swell  job  for  any  palate  to  con- 
sider before  setting  out  on  an  outdoor 
party.  And  done  all  in  Technicolor,  this 
short  is  delectable  fodder  on  any  program. 

Birdwell  Bureau  Plans 
OHicially  Coniirmed 

Hollywood — Official  announcement  fi- 
nally has  been  made  regarding  the  pre- 
viously disclosed  plans  of  Russell  Birdwell, 
Selznick  International  publicity-adver- 
tising director,  to  check  out  of  his  S-I 
berth  and  form  a publicity-public  rela- 
tions bureau  operating  on  an  international 
scale. 

David  O.  Selznick,  president  of  S-I,  has 
accepted  Birdwell’s  resignation,  terming  it 
“a  great  loss”  to  the  company,  further  de- 
claring that  he  considers  Birdwell  “Hol- 
lywood’s best  press  agent  and  ambassador 
of  public  goodwill.” 

Birdwell  will  open  offices  in  Beverly 
Hills,  New  York  and  Washington,  D.  C. 

New  Jackman  Color  Unit 
Goes  Into  Operation 

Hollywood — Completion  of  one  step  in 
its  expansion  program,  which  has  been 
keyed  to  Hollywood’s  heightened  interest 
in  color  processing,  was  recorded  by  the 
Jackman  Color  and  Process  Corp.  when 
its  new  $50,000  process  stage  went  into  op- 
eration. Constructed  at  Jackman’s  Bur- 
bank plant,  the  stage  includes  a 90-foot 
projection  tunnel  and  other  equipment 
which,  the  company  claims,  will  substan- 
tially reduce  lighting  costs. 

Well  under  way  is  a new  $500,000  film 
laboratory,  which  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  March  1. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  7,  1939 


71 


PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seats^ 


NUGGETS 


A "Sock"  in  the  Window — 


This  “sock”  window  display  of  episodes  in  the  life  of  Jackie  Cooper  in 
Monogram’s  “Gangster’s  Boy”  was  created  by  Sam  Rosen,  the  company’s 
Philadelphia  branch  manager. 


And  on  the  Street — 


This  bold  display  for  Monogram’s  “Gangster’s  Boy”  made  its  impress  on 
metropolitan  New  York.  The  truck  was  equipped  with  sound  amplifiers. 
The  display  (below)  tells  the  picture  played  at  the  Globe,  46th  and  Broadway . 


Picture  Gets  Break  in 
Facsimile  Newspaper 

St.  Lotus — Motion  pictures  got  a break 
over  the  first  regular  facsimile  newspaper 
broadcast  here  when  the  Post-Dispatch 
transmitted  a full-page  publicity  photo- 
graph of  a scene  from  Paramount’s  “Ride 
a Crooked  Mile,”  which  was  slated  to  open 
at  the  local  Ambassador  the  forthcoming 
weekend. 

Said  to  be  the  only  newspaper  in  Amer- 
ica broadcasting  a daily  facsimile  news- 
paper in  line  with  its  regular  editorial 
policy,  the  Post-Dispatch  is  serving  some 


12  sets  in  homes  in  various  St.  Louis  sec- 
tors, with  most  of  the  larger  department 
stores  and  brokerage  offices  planning  to 
install  additional  sets  in  the  near  future. 
Film  photographs  will  be  included  regu- 
larly in  the  Post-Dispatch  broadcasts, 
which  consume  about  two  hours  and  a half 
for  reproduction  of  a nine-page  edition. 

A Feature  Calibre  Play 
For  a Short  Subject 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — Manager  Joe  Floyd 
of  the  Granada  covered  nearly  all  the 
angles  for  the  RKO-Disney  short,  “Ferdi- 


J^KO did  itself  proud  with  two  beautiful 
mailing  pieces  on  “The  Great  Man 
Votes”  and  “Gunga  Din”  which  went  to 
every  exhibitor  in  the  U.  S.,  Canada, 
Great  Britain  and  Australia.  In  the  for- 
mer, there  is  a cleverly  conceived  year-at- 
a-glance  calendar  for  exhibitors  and  each 
has  the  recipient’s  name  imprinted. 

• 

R.  D.  Toups,  manager  of  Loew’s  State, 
New  Orleans,  had  “Young  Dr.  Kildare” 
paged  at  all  local  sporting  events  during 
the  run  of  the  picture. 

• 

Mayer  and  Bumstyn,  distributors  of 
“Ballerina,”  have  arranged  a national  tie- 
up  with  Lentheric,  who  are  introducing  a 
new  perfume  called  “Ballerina.”  A national 
contest  is  being  planned  in  connection 
with  the  picture  and  the  product. 


National  Guard  Parades 
For  "West  Point"  Film 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — A parade  of  the  en- 
tire local  national  guard  and  the  placing 
in  competition  among  the  several  military 
units  of  a trophy  by  Mayor  Jasper  Mac- 
Levy  highlighted  the  campaign  conducted 
by  Shep  Hankin  for  “The  Duke  of  West 
Point”  at  the  Majestic  here. 

A presentation  of  a silver  plaque  trophy 
was  made  to  Colonel  Moore,  commanding 
officer  of  the  local  guard,  by  Mayor  Mac- 
Levy  in  the  name  of  Edward  Small.  The 
trophy  is  awarded  on  a yearly  basis  to  the 
regiment  excelling  at  target  practice, 
maneuvers  and  peace  efforts  with  the  unit 
winning  it  three  years  retaining  it  per- 
manently. 

Climaxing  the  day  was  a parade  to  the 
theatre  where  the  officers  and  their  wives 
were  guests  of  the  management  at  a spe- 
cial screening. 


nand  the  Bull.”  The  subject  rated  a hold- 
over. 

A 14-foot  cutout  of  Ferdinand,  used  in 
the  lobby,  wias  illuminated  with  two  Klieg 
lights.  Another  large  cutout  was  anchored 
atop  a sound  truck  which  blasted  an- 
nouncements and  played  the  show’s  rec- 
ords. 

Four  illuminated  billboards  were  used 
with  two-thirds  of  the  space  given  over 
to  the  Disney  picture.  Window  displays 
were  especially  made  by  Floyd  and  there 
were  12  in  choice  locations. 

A feature  of  the  advertising  was  a 
teaser  campaign;  newspaper  space  in  the 
editorial  columns  was  large  throughout  the 
run. 

There  were  extra  annoimcements  on  the 
radio  and  records  of  “Ferdinand  the  Bull” 
were  broadcast  several  times  through  Sta- 
tion KELO,  which  reaches  about  150,000 
persons. 
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Sellinq  Seati 


Naborhood  Trade; 
How  to  Win  It 


Pre-Selling  "Wings" — 

Spanning  the  brief,  but  rich,  history  of  aviation,  this  lobby  display  of  ac- 
curate scale  models  of  flying  ships,  in  New  York  City’s  Paramount  Theatre, 
presold  “Men  With  Wings’’  weeks  before  the  curtains  parted  for  the  Techni- 
color air  epic. 


This  article  presents  a program  of 
promotion  and  exploitation  for  the 
neighborhood  theatre  operator,  em- 
phasizing the  importance  of  a diversi- 
fied program.  It  is  based  upon  actual 
experience  at  the  Woodward-Grand 
Theatre  in  Highland  Park,  a Detroit 
suburb  of  50,000  people.  The  house 
is  managed  for  the  Brown  circuit  by 
A.  Milo  DeHaven,  who  is  well  known 
for  his  promotions  of  revivals  at  the 
companion  Belmont  Theatre. 


By  H.  P.  REVES 

Detroit — Consistent  exploitation  and 
advertising,  using  largely  institutional 
copy,  is  the  keynote  of  salesmanship  at  the 
Woodward-Grand.  All  copy  is  aimed  at 
the  family  class  of  trade  which  is  the 
necessary  backbone  of  neighborhood  suc- 
cess. Sensational  ballyhoo  of  the  circus 
type  is  ruled  out  as  unsuited  for  a house 
of  this  class,  whatever  place  it  may  have 
in  special-audience  theatres.  Nor  is  hit- 
or-miss  one-shot  exploitation  used — this 
type  of  effort  is  thoroughly  inconsistent 
with  the  effort  to  build  up  a steady  rather 
than  fluctuating  patronage  in  a house  de- 
pendent upon  neighborhood,  as  distin- 
guished from  transient,  trade. 

“High  pressure  advertising  of  the  ballyhoo 
type  has  to  become  progressively  more  and 
more  spectacular,”  according  to  De  Haven. 
“That  is  the  only  way  to  make  the  natives 
believe  that  ‘Why  Girls  Leave  Home’  is  the 
greatest  piece  of  screen  merchandise  that 
has  ever  been  exhibited.  In  keeping,  to 
outdo  your  own  creative  exploitation 
brainchildren,  your  ballyhoo  has  to  be 
bigger  with  every  outstanding  screen 
achievement. 

Public  Is  Critical 

“Today,  60  per  cent  of  the  theatre-going 
public  knows  more  about  good,  indiffer- 
ent, and  bad  mass  appeal,  class,  and  type 
entertainment  than  the  theatre  manager, 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the 
neighborhood-operated  theatres  to  keep 
their  exploitation,  plus  advertising,  in  tune 
with  the  picture  expectations.  And  the 
barometer  of  coming  attendance  in  the 
neighborhood  theatre,  when  the  mass  ap- 
peal picture  is  presented,  is  the  First  Run 
Downtown  Proven  Attendance  Records.” 

It  is  upon  this  philosophy  that  the  en- 
tire program  of  advertising  at  the  Wood- 
ward-Grand is  based.  A variety  of  ad- 
vertising media  is  utilized,  and  each 
is  directed  toward  consistent  institutional 
plugging,  relating  the  theatre  as  closely 
as  possible  to  the  activities  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  this  respect,  personal  activity  of  the 
local  manager  should  be  mentioned.  De 


Haven  is  active  in  Highland  Park  com- 
munity life,  and  a well-known  figure  in 
this  suburb  through  his  civic  activities. 

Photos  of  stars  in  the  eight  by  ten-inch 
size  are  a major  form  of  promotion  here. 
Top-ranking  money-drawing  personalities 
are  used,  and  on  the  back  are  placed  the 
announcements  of  coming  attractions,  in 
calendar  style  layout,  together  with  scene 
cuts  from  the  films. 

Delivery  Important 

Delivery  of  these  pictures  is  important, 
and  special  distributors,  whose  reliability 
has  been  proven  by  careful  check,  are 
used,  to  make  delivery  of  each  photo- 
calendar directly  to  residents  in  apart- 
ment houses.  Typical  distribution  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  caretaker,  some- 
times with  the  giveaway  of  passes  in  re- 
turn, gets  these  important  announcements 
into  the  right  hands  without  waste.  The 
value  of  this  system  has  been  proven  by 
numerous  repeat  calls  at  the  boxoffice  for 
additional  photos  of  the  stars. 

The  cost  of  these  pictures  to  the  theatre 
is  exactly  nothing.  This  desirable  result 
is  secured  by  having  the  advertisement  of 
one  of  the  better  class  community  stores, 
such  as  jewelry  or  hardware  store,  im- 
printed across  the  bottom  of  the  announce- 
ment side.  The  cost  of  imprint  and  the 
cost  of  distribution  are  assumed  by  the 
store,  making  an  ideal  tieup  in  which  the 
theatre  itself  gains  by  the  prestige  of  a 
cooperative  tieup  with  a store  with  an 
established  reputation. 

A large  billboard  is  used  on  Woodward 
Ave.  in  front  of  the  house,  giving  not  only 
stills  but  important  messages  whose  in- 
teresting style  of  presentation  makes  them 
anticipated  by  the  neighborhood.  It  is 
located  on  a busy  intersection,  also  a 
street  car  and  bus  stop,  where  it  is  seen 
by  thousands  of  people  daily.  The  comic 
messages,  changed  weekly,  are  read  and 


commented  on,  and  cause  a favorable  re- 
action at  the  boxoffice.  This  is  a force- 
ful novelty  advertising  medium  which 
does  not  involve  much  cost;  with  a little 
thinking,  plus  sense  of  humor,  it  can  be 
kept  alive  for  a long  time. 

The  children  are  far  from  neglected  in 
DeHaven’s  program  of  exploitation.  Va- 
rious special  programs,  contests,  tieups, 
etc.,  are  arranged  for  them.  Most  out- 
standing among  recent  events  was  the  of- 
ficial 1938  Highland  Park  Championship 
Yo-Yo  Contest,  which  ran  on  four  consec- 
utive Saturdays. 

Four  prizes  were  awarded:  a $45  bicycle, 
official  championship  emblem  and  sweat- 
ers to  second  and  third,  and  a month’s 
free  passes  to  fourth  winner.  In  addition, 
all  contestants  received  one  free  pass  and 
a candy  bar. 

Juvenile  Trade  Vital 

All  contestants  were  required  to  regis- 
ter— making  a valuable  juvenile  mailing 
list — ^and  separate  contests  were  conduct- 
ed for  boys  and  girls,  along  prescribed 
lines  of  competition.  All  prizes  were  pro- 
motion gifts,  without  cost  to  the  house. 

Typical  attendance  at  a Yo-Yo  contest 
session  was  787  paid  children  admissions, 
not  counting  in  adult  admissions. 

“The  greatest  asset  in  the  operation  of 
neighborhood  theatres  is  the  knowledge, 
plus  understanding,  of  the  requirements  of 
good  juvenile  entertainment,”  De  Haven 
says.  “The  reason  is  that  a horde  of 
youngsters  whose  show  appetite  has  been 
satisfied  will  be  walking  ballyhoos  direct 
into  their  homes  and  schools. 

“Saturday  matinees  should  be  built  into 
children’s  appeal  presentations.  Stress 
should  be  laid  on  added  attractions  which 
can  be  presented  for  a number  of  Satur- 
days without  being  boresome  or  going 
stale.” 
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STARTING 

1 WELL  ALONG  COMPLETED 

COL. 

PLANE  NO.  4 — Richard  Barthelmess,  Jean  Ar-  MOUNTED  POLICE  NO.  1 — Charles  Starrett. 

thur,  Cary  Grant.  Producer;  Howard  Hawks.  Linda  Winters,  Bob  Nolan,  Robert  Fiske,  Ver- 

Director;  Howard  Hawks.  Screenplay:  Jules  non  Steele.  Producer:  Harry  Decker.  Director: 

Furthman,  William  Rankin,  Eleanore  Griffin.  Sam  Nelson.  Screenplay;  Bennett  Cohen. 

LET  US  LIVE — Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Ralph  Bel-  SABOTAGE  — Jack  Holt,  Katherine  De  Mille, 

lamy,  Henry  Fonda,  Alax  Baxter,  Henry  Kolker.  Ralph  Morgan,  Sidney  Blackmer,  Regis  Toomey, 

Producer;  William  Perlberg.  Director:  John  C.  Henry  Gordon.  Producer:  Larry  Darmour. 

Brahm.  Screenplay:  Anthony  Velller,  Allen  Director:  Lewis  Collins.  Original  Screenplay: 

Rlvkln.  Gordon  Rigby,  Eric  Taylor. 

M-G-M 

SARGEANT  MADDEN  — Wallace  Beery,  Tom 

Brown,  Alan  Curtis.  Producer:  J.  Walter 

Ruben.  Director:  Josef  von  Sternberg.  Original: 

William  A.  Ullman  Jr.  Screenplay:  Wells  Root.  FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE — Kent  Taylor,  Florence 

Rice,  Alan  Marshal,  Una  Merkel,  Jessie  Ralph. 
THE  HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH — Lewis  Stone,  Mickey  Producer:  Nat  Levine.  Director:  S.  Sylvan 

Rooney,  Cecilia  Parker,  Ann  Rutherford,  Fay  Simon. 

Holden.  Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director: 

George  B.  Seitz.  Screenplay:  William  Ludwig. 

d 

? STAR  REPORTER — John  Carroll.  Producer:  E.  B. 
^ Derr.  Original  Screenplay:  John  T.  Neville. 

NAVY  SECRETS  — Grant  Withers,  Fay  Wray. 
Dewey  Robinson,  Craig  Reynolds,  William  von 
Brlncken.  Producer:  W.  T.  Lackey.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Steve  Fisher. 

Screenplay:  Harvey  Gates. 

H 

a 

D 

O INMTATION  TO  HAPPINESS — Irene  Dunne,  Fred 
2 MacMurray,  Donald  O’Connor,  Charlie  Ruggles. 

Producer:  Wesley  Ruggles.  Director:  Wesley 

(C  Ruggles.  Original  Screenplay:  Claude  Binyon. 

< 

l EDER.AL  OFFENSE — Lloyd  Nolan,  Ellen  Drew, 

Shirley  Logan,  Robert  Preston.  Producer:  Eu- 
gene Zukor.  Director:  Louis  King.  Original; 

J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Screenplay:  William  Lipman, 

Horace  McCoy. 

grand  JLRY  secrets  — John  Howard,  Jane 

Darwell,  William  Frawley,  Gail  Patrick.  Pro- 
ducer; Samuel  Engel.  Director;  James  Hogan. 

^ PICARDY  ]>L\X — James  Ellison.  Producer:  Cliff 
y Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Original:  Har- 

g old  Shumate.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate, 

® David  Silverstein. 

THEY  MADE  ME  A SPY— Sally  Ellers,  Allan  ^HE  SAINT  STRraES  BACK— George  Sanders, 

Lane.  Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Director;  Lew  Wendy  Barrie,  Neil  Hamilton,  Jerome  Cowan. 

Landers.  Original;  George  Brlcker,  Lionel  Producer:  Robert  S^k.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Honser.  Screenplay:  Jo  Pagano.  Twfst"^''  ® Charteris.  Screenplay:  John 

THE  CASTLES  — Fred  Astaire,  Ginger  Rogers.  , t 

Edna  May  Oliver,  Walter  Brennan,  Robert  AFFAIR  Irene  Dunne,  Charles  Boyer, 

Strange.  Jack  Carson,  Donald  McBride,  Esther  Maria  Ouspenskaya.  Pi^ducer.  Leo  McCarey. 

Muir.  Producer:  George  Haight.  Director;  Director:  Leo  McCarey.  Original:  Donald  Ogden 

Henrv  Potter  Stewart,  Delmer  Daves.  Screenplay:  Donald 

^ ■ Ogden  Stewart,  Delmer  Daves,  Leo  McCarey. 

H IHTE  FURY — Barton  MacLane,  Beverly  Roberts, 
Clarence  Kolb.  Ben  AVeldon.  Producer:  Herman 
Schlom.  Director:  Aubrey  Scotto.  Original:  Rob- 
" ert  Andrews.  Screenplay:  Robert  Andrews, 

^ Franklin  Coen,  Ben  Markson. 

D 

a.  TV'GONS  WESTWARD — Richard  Dix,  Gail  Pat- 
W rick,  Edwaid  Ellis,  George  Hayes,  Guinn  Wil- 

® liams.  Producer:  Sol  C.  Siegel.  Director: 

George  Nichols  Jr.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shu- 
mate, Mary  McCall  Jr. 

FORGED  PASSPORT  — Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang,  RIDIN’  THE  RANGE — Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Bur- 

Lyle  Talbot,  Maurice  Murphy.  Cliff  Nazarro.  nette,  June  Storey,  George  Cleveland,  Jack  Mul- 

Producer:  John  Auer.  Director:  John  Auer.  hall,  Walter  Miller.  Producer:  Harry  Grey. 

Original:  James  W^ebb,  Lee  Loeb.  Screenplay:  Director;  Jack  Townley.  Original:  Paul  Frank- 

Lee  Loeb,  Franklin  Coen.  lin.  Screenplay:  Charles  Arthur  Powell,  Paul 

Franklin. 

X 

o AI  EX,\NDER  GRAHAM  BELL  — Don  Ameche, 
^ Ivoretta  Young,  Henry  Fonda,  Charles  Coburn, 

Gene  Lockhart,  Spring  Byington.  Producer: 

H Kenneth  Macgowan.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

o 

eg 

SUSANNAH  — Shirley  Temple.  Randolph  Scott. 

Producer:  David  Hempstead.  Director:  Walter 

Lang. 

< 

Z3 

F'PTVIN  FURY  — Brian  Aheme,  Victor  Me-  liING  OF  THE  TURF — Adolphe  Menjou,  Dolores 

Laglen,  Francine  Bordealx.  Producer:  Hal  Costello,  Alan  Dinehart,  Harold  Huber,  Frankie 

Roach.  Director:  Norman  Z.  McLeod.  Original:  Thomas.  Producer:  Edward  Small.  Director: 

Jack  Jevne.  Screenplay:  Jack  Jevne,  W.  P.  Alfred  E.  Green.  Original  Screenplay:  George 

Lipscomb,  Grover  Jones.  Bruce. 

> THE  SPIRIT  OF  CULVER — Jackie  Cooper,  Fred- 
fe  die  Bartholomew,  Juanita  Quigley.  Producer: 

6 Burt  Kelly.  Director":  Joseph  Santley.  Screen- 

^ play:  Whitney  Bolton. 

YOr  CAN’T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN— W.  C. 

Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy,  Frank 

Jenks,  Grady  Sutton.  Producer:  L#ester  Cowan. 

Director:  George  Marshall.  Original:  Charles 

Boyle.  Screenplay:  George  Marion  jr. 

THREE  SMART  GIRTS  GROW  UP— Deanna  Dur- 
bin, Nan  Grey,  Helen  Parrish,  Charles  Wlnnln- 
ger,  Robert  Cummings,  Neila  Walker,  William 

Lundigan.  Producer:  Joseph  Pasternak.  Direc- 
tor: Henry  Koster.  Screenplay:  Bruce  Manning. 

HERO  FOR  A DAY — Jane  Bryan,  Charlie  Grape- 
fS  win,  Janet  Chapman,  Henry  O’Neill,  Elisabeth 

^ Rlsdon.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director;  Lew 

P3  Seiler.  Screenplay:  Lee  Katz. 

THE  DRUG  KING — Claude  Rains,  Margaret  Lind- 
say, Fay  Bainter,  Victor  Jory,  Gloria  Dickson,  TORCHY  FOR  MAYOR — Glenda  Farrell,  Barton 

Henry  O’Neill,  Donald  Crisp.  Producer:  Bryan  MacLane,  Tom  Kennedy,  John  Mlljan.  Pro- 

Foy.  Director:  E.  A.  Dupont.  Screenplay:  ducer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

Vincent  Sherman. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 

INDUSTRY  CONCESSIONS  MAY  EXCEED  FEDERAL 
DEMANDS  MADE  BY  WAGE-HOUR  REGEATIONS 


Five-Day  Working  Week 
Gets  Serious  Study 


At  20th-Fox 


Suit  Threat  Echoes  Defiance 
Of  SAG  by  Independent 


Possibility  that  the  film  industry  may 
improve  on  Uncle  Sam’s  minimum  wage- 
maximum  hour  legislation  was  being  fol- 
lowed “with  interest”  by  representatives 
of  the  producers’  association  as  they  dis- 
closed that  in  at  least  one  film  plant  a 
five-day  working  week  is  under  considera- 
tion. 

Victor  Clarke,  Hays  office  labor  contact 
who,  with  Pat  Casey,  has  been  supervising 
enforcement  of  the  federal  government’s 
44-hour  week  in  the  motion  picture  sphere, 
has  scheduled  conferences  with  William 
Koenig,  studio  manager  at  20th  Century- 
Fox,  to  discuss  the  latter’s  five-day  week 
plan,  Clarke  declared.  Should  Koenig’s 
suggestion — ^which  would  work  out  the  44- 
hour  maximum  in  a five-day  period,  leav- 
ing studios  closed  for  a Saturday-Sunday 
weekend — meet  with  the  association’s  ap- 
proval, Clarke  said,  it  is  probable  that 
studio  managers  at  other  plants  will  be 
recommended  to  adopt  it. 

Application  of  the  wage-hour  law  is 
progressing  smoothly,  according  to  Clarke, 
with  virtually  all  clerical  workers,  mail 
clerks,  and  other  studio  employes  who  do 
not  belong  to  a recognized  union  now  un- 
der the  measure’s  terms.  Casey,  Clarke’s 
co-worker,  is  still  in  New  York  huddling 
with  executives  of  international  unions 
which  hold  studio  basic  agreements  to 
map  procedure  where  agreements  call  for 
a longer  work  week  than  is  permissible 
under  Federal  law. 

Clarke  and  Casey  continue  to  regard  as 
exempt,  in  the  absence  of  official  govern- 
ment ruling,  executives,  administrators, 
professional  employes  — including  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild — and  artists. 

Further  weight  was  lent  the  five-day 
week  plan  when  approval  of  such  a pro- 
ject was  recorded  with  Clarke  by  the  busi- 
ness representatives  and  other  officials  of 
several  of  the  industry’s  top  labor  unions. 
The  shorter  week  was  hailed  by  Harold  V. 
Smith,  coast  head  of  the  lATSE,  as  a 
means  of  eliminating  the  present  layoff 


Very  probably  the  most  important,  if 
not  the  first,  case  of  an  independent  pro- 
ducer openly  defying  the  strong  Screen 
Actors  Guild  comes  to  light  through  the 
medium  of  the  heretofore  unpublished  con- 
troversy between  Harry  Webb,  head  of 
Metropolitan  Pictures,  and  the  actors’ 
union,  which  holds  closed  shop  working 
agreements  embracing  the  conditions  un- 
der which  film  players  may  work  for  every 
production  unit. 

Webb,  who  made  one  picture  under 
Guild  contract,  has  informed  Boxoffice 
that  he  intends  to  go  into  court,  bringing 
an  action  for  damages  against  the  SAG 
on  the  contention  that  the  union,  in  its 
dealings  with  him,  has  restrained  him 
from  making  a living;  that  he  will  file  a 
complaint  with  the  national  labor  rela- 
tions board;  and  that,  in  the  future,  he 
will  produce  without  signing  a Guild  agree- 
ment. 

Furthermore,  Webb  asserts,  he  wiU  if 
necessary,  transfer  his  production  head- 
quarters to  Phoenix  Ariz.,  a community 
which  he  points  out  is  more  than  anxious 
to  become  a film-making  center  and 
which  Webb  says  has  advanced  claims  it 
can  provide  every  conceivable  inducement 
from  climactic  conditions  to  a complete 
absence  of  labor  difficulties. 

Webb  was  at  one  time  associated  with  B. 
B.  Ray,  anotlier  independent  film-maker, 
and  formerly  owned  a one-half  interest  in 


bugaboo  by  providing  more  or  less  con- 
tinuous employment;  Herbert  Sorrell, 
business  manager  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Painters,  declared  his  organization  would 
not  only  support  the  move  but  would  cam- 
paign to  have  the  present  44-hour  maxi- 
mum curtailed  even  further,  possibly  to  a 
30-hour  week;  while  L.  C.  Helm,  of  the 
Studio  Utility  Employes,  and  Kenneth 
Thomson,  of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  also 
went  on  record  as  approving  the  plan. 


Reliable  Pictures.  According  to  the  pro- 
ducer, he  established  production  offices 
here  some  months  ago  and  announced  a 
1938-39  program  comprising  eight  Bob 
Steele  action  westerns;  eight  “melo-plays” 
and  a number  of  exploitation  features,  to 
be  made  for  state-right  release,  with  Webb 
maintaining  his  own  headquarters  in  New 
York.  Webb  thereupon  signed  the  modified 
SAG  contract  as  provided  for  all  inde- 
pendent producers,  and  embarked  upon 
the  making  of  “Feud  of  the  Range”  as  the 
first  Steele  picture.  In  the  course  of  pro- 
duction, however,  Webb  avers,  the  SAG 
placed  so  many  restrictions — chiefly  fi- 
nancial— in  his  path,  “that  it  rendered 
the  task  of  making  the  film  almost  im- 
possible.” His  principal  complaint  is  that, 
before  the  SAG-Webb  contract  was  signed, 
he  was  called  upon  to  place  in  escrow  suf- 
ficient money  to  guarantee  the  payrolls 
of  the  actors  whom  he  had  signed  for 
parts  in  the  picture;  a move  with  which, 
Webb  asserts,  other  producers — such  as 
Sam  Katzman,  C.  C.  Burr  and  others  mak- 
ing pictures  in  comparable  budget  classifi- 
cations— have  not  been  forced  to  comply. 
Webb  complains  that,  therefore,  he  was  in 
effect  compelled  to  finance  his  actors’  pay- 
roll twice;  as,  when  he  took  his  troupe  to 
Kanaab,  Utah,  on  location,  he  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  pay  out  salary  ad- 
vances, for  which  he  could  not  touch  the 
guarantee  that  had  been  placed  in  escrow. 

Temporarily,  therefore,  Webb  has  aban- 
doned production  of  the  balance  of  his  an- 
nounced schedule,  and  declares  that  he 
will  have  “but  little  trouble  in  securing 
enough  competent  players  who  are  willing 
to  work  under  a fair  wage  scale  without 
making  future  pictures  under  Guild  shop 
restrictions.” 

The  SAG  itself,  however,  seems  but  lit- 
tle perturbed  over  the  situation— either  as 
to  Webb’s  future  or  as  to  the  possibility 
(Continued  on  page  79) 
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January  Brings  On  No  Severe 
Curtailment  in  Production 


Production  Plans 
Occupi]  Visitors 


Greeting  the  new  year  with  only  a 
slight  drop  in  production  pace — and  with 
capacity  operations  promised  on  most  lots 
for  the  first  month  of  1939 — present  in- 
dications are  that  Hollywood’s  film  plants 
intend,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  to 
maintain  the  record-shattering  speed  of 
the  past  few  weeks.  This  despite  year- 
end  predictions  that  January  would  call 
forth  a noticeable  curtailment  in  film- 
making  activity,  as  many  studios  are  far 
ahead  of  their  schedules  for  1938-39 
product. 

A total  of  38  films  are  in  work,  with 
another  dozen  set  to  start  immediately, 
which  will  bring  the  index  up  to  within 
striking  distance  of  the  November-Decem- 
ber  rush. 

Independent  Production 
Activity  Increasing 

Independent  production,  slated  for  new 
peaks  of  activity  during  the  early  months 
of  1939  from  all  present  indications,  is  due 
for  still  another  spurt  along  a slightly  dif- 
ferent tangent  with  the  announcement 
that  Macfadden  Publications  has  organ- 
ized a unit  in  Hollywood  to  produce  a four- 
reel  “commercial”  for  exploitation  pur- 
poses. 

Macfadden  has  signed  Lynn  Shores  as 
producer-director  and  has  taken  produc- 
tion space  at  Talisman  studios,  where 
Shores  next  week  will  gun  “I'll  Tell  the 
World.”  Patricia  Murray,  star  of  Na- 
tional Broadcasting  Co.  television  experi- 
ments, has  the  lead,  with  Billy  and  Bobby 
Mauch,  Frankie  Albertson  and  Marilyn 
Knowlden  also  cast.  The  picture,  when 
completed,  will  be  screened  at  Macfad- 
den’s  Liberty  Magazine  exhibit  at  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair  as  a plug  for  commer- 
cial advertising. 

Shores  is  working  under  the  supervision 
of  Herbert  Crooker,  representative  of  the 
publisher  and  author  of  the  screenplay. 

For  the  Spanish-language  market, 
Ramos  Cobian  is  speeding  preparations 
for  an  early  start  on  “Los  Hijos  Mandan,” 
first  in  a series  which  he  will  produce  in- 
dependently for  20th  Century-Fox  release, 
Cobian  has  signed  Gabriel  Soria,  Mexi- 
can megaphonist,  to  direct. 

First  All-Color  Newsreel 
Clip  by  Telco  Process 

First  all-color  newsreel  clip  made  with 
the  new  Telco  process  is  booked  into  the 
Pantages  and  Hillstreet  theatres. 

The  two-color  process,  utilizing  stand- 
ard camera  equipment,  was  used  to 
photograph  the  Santa  Anita  opening  and 
the  Pasadena  Tournament  of  Roses, 


Butcher  Mayer  Aide 

Metro  has  signed  Ted  Butcher  as  aide 
to  Jerry  Mayer,  studio  manager.  Butcher 
at  various  times  has  been  studio  manager 
for  RKO  Radio  and  Selznick  International. 


Also  Tuneful — 

Grand  National’s  singing  cowgirl, 
Dorothy  Page.  Her  initial  release  is 
“Water  Rustlers.” 


OPTIONS 


— (iraiul 

PILLY  K.  WELLS  signs  writing  contract. 

— Metro 

EDDIE  CANTOR  signs  one-picture  deal,  film 
to  be  made  within  a year. 

— Paramount 

JA<’KIE  COOPER  draws  term  acting  agree- 
ment and  featured  role  in  “What  a Life!"  a 
Broadway  play  by  Clifford  Goldsmith. 

SHIRLEY  LOGAN  signs  term  acting  pact,  go- 
ing into  “Federal  Offense”  as  her  first  assignment, 
under  Director  Louis  King. 

— RKO  Radio 

JAMES  ELLISON  signs  new  acting  agreement. 

— Harry  Sherinan 

RITSSELL  HAY'DEN,  one  of  the  “Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy” cast  toppers,  given  contract  extension. 

RUSSELL  HARLAN,  cinematographer  on  the 
“Hopalong  Cassidy”  series,  signs  new  one-year 
contract. 

— Edward  Small 

TOM  BROWN  signs  long-term  contract  to  make 
minimum  of  two  pictures  yearly. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

CURTIS  KENYON,  writer,  given  new  contract. 
He  is  currently  on  “Hudson’s  Bav  Company.” 

GLORIA  and  BARBARA  BREWSTER  and 
.TENE  gale,  stock  actresses,  held  for  extended 
terms. 

ItTCHARD  GREENE  given  option  pickup  on 
acting  contract. 

TiERBERT  LEEDS,  director,  and  T>EON  SHAM* 
ROY,  cameramen,  held  for  additional  term.s. 

ALLENE  WETSTEIN  signs  one-picture  deal  to 
.script  an  original  a^s  a starring  vehicle  for  Sonja 
Henie. 

— Universal 

pra^T-ARD  ELTSCU  joins  writing  department  to 
work  on  “Hawaiian  Holiday,”  his  own  original. 

— Warner  Bros. 

^iALE  PAGE  handed  new  term  acting  contract 
and  role  in  “Four  Wives,”  sequel  to  “Four 
Daughters.” 

NKDDA  HARRIGAN  wins  term  contract  as 
actress. 


Bogart  Rogers  Quits 

Bogart  Rogers,  Paramount  production 
executive,  has  resigned. 


Coming  as  one  of  the  first  of  the  many 
developments  expected  in  the  film  capital 
as  the  new  year  gets  underway  is  a sud- 
den and  heavy  increase  in  the  number  of 
visiting  executives,  the  list  of  which  has 
already  reached  impressive  proportions  and 
which  seems  destined  to  expand  further 
within  the  next  few  days. 

Focal  point  for  a heavy  influx  is  Metro, 
playing  host  to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  and 
William  Rodgers,  in  for  business  and  pro- 
duction conferences  on  plans  for  the  early 
months  of  1939;  and  Howard  Dietz,  ad- 
vertising-publicity director,  who  is  hud- 
dling with  studio  executives  on  exploitation 
campaigns  for  several  pictures  soon  to  be 
released. 

Foreign  Plans  Up 

Forthcoming  production  plans  for  the 
respective  English  units  of  two  studios 
are  coming  up  for  discussion  during  the 
local  visits  of  another  pair  of  executives. 
Due  in  shortly  at  20th  Century-Fox  is 
Robert  T.  Kane,  head  of  that  company’s 
British  film-making  activities.  Sam  E. 
Morris,  Warner  vice-president  in  charge  of 
foreign  distribution,  comes  in  January  9 
to  meet  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  Hal  Wallis 
and  Gradwell  Sears  concerning  early 
spring  production  plans  in  WB’s  Tedding- 
ton,  England,  studio. 

In  the  most  extensive  visit  disclosed  to 
date,  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president  of  Mono- 
gram, has  checked  in  for  a three-month 
stay.  He  has  embarked  on  conferences 
with  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  production  chief,  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  whereby  the 
Monogram  president  spends  six  months 
in  New  York  and  an  equal  amount  of  time 
here. 

The  Hays  office,  also,  is  slated  for  an 
influx.  Will  Hays  having  announced  he 
will  arrive  here  January  15  to  preside  at 
the  annual  budget  meeting  of  the  MPPDA, 
while  Vincent  Hart,  eastern  production 
code  executive,  is  already  on  the  coast, 
planning  to  spend  a month  conferring  with 
Joseph  I.  Breen. 

Grainger  En  Route  to  East 

Other  visitors  include  Nat  Saland,  presi- 
dent of  Mercury  Laboratory,  New  York, 
which  distributes  Sam  Katzman’s  series  of 
Tim  McCoy  westerns,  to  confer  with  Katz- 
man  on  future  product;  and  Richard  Con- 
don, eastern  publicity  representative  for 
Walt  Disney.  Condon,  in  huddles  with 
Gregory  Dickson,  local  Disney  publicity 
head,  will  familiarize  himself  with  studio 
operations  and  routine. 

Heading  east  after  only  a short  stay 
here  was  James  R.  Grainger,  president  of 
Republic  Pictures  and  chief  of  distribution. 
With  New  York  as  his  ultimate  destination, 
Grainger  will  stop  off  in  Atlanta,  Dallas, 
New  Orleans,  Charlotte  and  other  key 
points  en  route. 

Steve  Hannagan,  press  counsel  for  the 
industry  lawyers  in  New  York,  has  returned 
east  after  spending  several  weeks  here  in 
conferences  with  production  heads  regard- 
ing the  government’s  forthcoming  anti- 
monopoly  suits  against  the  major  com- 
panies. 
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T MAY  be  nothing  more  than  a chain 
of  coincidences,  but  even  the  most  ob- 
tuse of  Hollywood  railbirds  are  in- 
dulging in  a bit  of  plain  and  fancy  eye- 
brow raising  over  the  possible  significance 
of  some  of  the  recent  publicity  regarding 
prominents,  particularly  two  Metro  male 
stars,  recently  mentioned  in  an  article  in 
Photoplay  magazine  under  the  title  “Hol- 
lywood’s Unmarried  Husbands  and  Wives,” 
authored  by  Kirtley  Baskette  and  under- 
taking to  point  out  the  close  personal  re- 
lationships between  several  familiar  Hol- 
lywood couples. 

Hardly  had  Photoplay  been  placed  in 
general  distribution  when  newspaper  head- 
lines from  coast  to  coast  screamed  the  in- 
formation that  Clark  Gable,  at  long  last, 
would  seek  a divorce  from  his  estranged 
wife,  Mrs.  Rhea  Gable;  that,  furthermore, 
the  general  understanding  was  Gable  and 
Carole  Lombard  would  then  join  in  wed- 
lock. Immediately  after  these  stories  ap- 
peared, however,  Mrs.  Gable  rushed  into 
print  with  the  declaration  that  she  had 
heard  nothing  of  her  husband’s  plans,  and 
remaining  coy  as  to  the  possibility  of  her 
granting  the  divorce,  if  and  when  it  was 
requested. 

Following  which.  Columnist  Louella 
Parsons,  with  one  of  her  characteristically 
heavy-handed  gestures  toward  aiding  and 
abetting  the  designs  of  those  princes  of 
propaganda  who  remain  in  her  good  graces 
by  paying  proper  homage  to  the  Queen, 
declared:  “Right  here  I’m  willing  to  wager 
that  before  1939  is  out  of  its  swaddling 
clothes,  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Bob  Tay- 
lor will  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I’m  predicting 
this  as  the  first  important  movie  marriage 
of  the  new  year.” 

If  these  be  attempts  to  whitewash 
Messrs.  Gable  and  Taylor  and  thereby 
render  them  immune  from  unfavorable 
public  reaction  to  the  now-famous  Bask- 
ette “expose,”  it  is  bull-in-the-china-shop 
public  relations  procedure  at  best.  The 
least  said  about  the  private  lives  of  stars 
at  a time  when  some  pot-boiling  reporter 
has  aroused  a teacup  tempest  by  indulging 


in  an  orgy  of  mud-throwing,  the  better  for 
the  stars  concerned  as  well  as  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  in  toto. 

Incidentally,  the  Hearstian  Good  Girl 
Friday  furnished  the  army  of  film  capital 
reporters  with  a hearty  chuckle  when  she 
printed:  “From  a source  which  is  highly 
authentic  I am  told  that  Shirley  Temple 
for  the  fourth  successive  year  heads  the 
boxoffice  money-makers  in  the  1938  poll 
compiled  by  a motion  picture  trade  paper.” 

A day  before  this  momentous  announce- 
ment was  made,  all  holders  of  Hays  office 
credential  cards — totaling  some  300  as- 
sorted news  gatherers — were  in  receipt  of 
a prmted  publicity  announcement  issued 
by  the  trade  paper  and  blazoning  the 
same  information  on  which  Louella  had 
been  informed  “from  a source  which  is 
highly  authentic.” 

They  knew  her  as  “Scoop”  Parsons  in 
those  days. 

Surveying  tentative  announcements  of 
forthcoming  Warner  product — with  especial 
attention  to  those  story  properties  purchased 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  having  them 
serve  as  vehicles  for  the  Dead  End  kids — ■ 
even  the  unmathematically-minded  will 
notice  that  members  of  the  famous  aggrega- 
tion of  “kids"  -will  be  subjects  for  the  Old 
Men's  Home'  by  the  time  they  complete  these 


announced  pictures — if,  when  and  as  they 
are  filmed. 

Headline: 

“Leni  Riefenstahl  Shops  for  Horse.” 

That  will  give  the  German  film  queen 
(sometimes  referred  to  as  Der  Fuehrer’s 
girl  friend)  a team.  The  Hollywood  Anti- 
Nazi  League  called  one  horse  on  her  be- 
fore she  alighted  from  the  train. 


Cecil  B.  DeMille,  who  ten  years  ago  au- 
thored a chapter  on  motion  picture  direc- 
tion for  the  Encyclopaedia  Brittanica,  has 
completed  his  chore  of  revising  the  treatise 
for  the  new  edition  of  the  reference  book. 
No  doubt  it  is  the  bright,  effervescent 
qualities  of  DeMille-produced  motion  pic- 
ture epics  which  qualify  him  to  be  se- 
lected as  the  master-mind  of  the  film 
citadel  to  contribute  to  so  ponderous  a 
tome. 


Add  ridiculous  publicity  blurbs: 

“Edmund  Lowe  has  perfected  a small  elec- 
trical potato  peeling  machine  for  use  in 
the  home.  He  has  applied  for  a patent,  and 
hopes  to  put  the  gadget  on  the  market  some 
time  next  year." 

Perhaps  Lowe  should  devise  a compact, 
inexpensive  machine  which,  installed  in  the- 
atre lobbies,  will  reach  out  and  haul  pedes- 
trians in  to  see  his  pictures. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Producer  David 
Selznick  will  not  have  as  much  difficulty 
in  replacing  Russell  Birdwell,  whose  resig- 
nation as  chief  of  the  Selznick  publicity- 
advertising-exploitation staff  has  been  of- 
ficially accepted,  as  he  is  apparently  hav- 
ing in  finding  a Scarlett  O’Hara  for  the 
forthcoming  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  Con- 
sidering, however,  the  outstandingly  splen- 
did job  Birdwell  has  done  during  the  years 
he  has  guided  the  public  relations  desti- 
nies of  the  Culver  City  film  factory,  such 
difficulty  would  be  understandable. 


Can  Can,  Cons  and  Conquest 


Nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
wound  up  with  no  curtailment  in  the  pre- 
view rations  served  for  Hollywood’s  bat- 
talion of  critics  and  other  assorted  One- 
Eyed  Connollys,  eight  features  having  been 
projected  for  the  mingled  reactions  of  the 
film  capital’s  professional  film-reviewers. 

From  a budgetary  and  build-up  per- 
spective, three  of  this  octet  rate  first  at- 
tention as  the  most  important  offerings, 
including  Paramount’s  “Zaza,”  Warner’s 
“They  Made  Me  a Criminal”  and  Metro’s 
“Stand  Up  and  Fight.”  The  Paramount 
contribution,  starring  Claudette  Colbert, 
wins  top  rating  through  the  widespread 
appeal,  particularly  among  feminine  fans, 
that  its  classic  love  story  will  have;  the 
impressive  and  intelligent  production 
mounting  given  it  by  Albert  Lewin;  and 
the  sensitive  directorial  handling  of  George 
Cukor.  Miss  Colbert  herself  is  perfectly 
suited  to  the  dramatic  role  of  the  Parisian 
music-hall  entertainer,  turning  in  a mas- 
terful Thespic  job. 


“Zaza”  was  closely  pressed  by  the  War- 
ner feature,  which  proved — its  title  not- 
withstanding— to  be  an  adroit  blend  of 
comedy,  action  and  romance,  boosting 
John  Garfield  higher  in  the  Hollywood 
constellation  and  assuring  itself  of  sub- 
stantial boxoffice  patronage.  Under  Pro- 
ducer Benjamin  Glazer’s  guidance.  Direc- 
tor Busby  Berkeley  faithfully  delineated 
the  script  by  Sig  Herzig,  with  all  hands 
contributing  in  workmanlike  fashion. 

“Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  while  a virile 
and  vigorous  period  play,  presenting  Rob- 
ert Taylor  in  another  of  the  robust  roles 
in  which  he  has  been  cast  of  late,  proved 
somewhat  disappointing  as  genuine  en- 
tertainment— its  chief  merit  being  a faith- 
ful reproduction  of  an  interesting  and 
significant  era  in  America’s  history.  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke’s  direction  is  capital,  the  pic- 
ture’s principal  weakness  being  laid  to  the 
script  by  James  Cain,  Jane  Murfin  and 
Harvey  Fergusson. 


Suitable  for  classification  as  middle- 
bracket  offerings  are  Warner’s  “Devil’s 
Island”  and  Hal  Roach’s  “Topper  Takes 
a Trip,”  produced  for  United  Artists  re- 
lease. The  former  emerged  as  a grim, 
melodramatic  feature  aimed  chiefly  at 
red-meat  tastes,  well  developed  as  to  story, 
crisply  directed  by  William  Clemens  and 
boasting  a host  of  fine  performances 
topped  by  that  of  Boris  Karloff.  It  stands 
up  well  with  the  long  line  of  previous  and 
similar  topical  films  from  the  Burbank 
plant.  Kenneth  Garnet  and  Don  Ryan 
are  credited  with  the  screenplay,  adapting 
from  a story  by  Anthony  Coldeway  and 
Raymond  L.  Schrock.  Roach’s  sequel  to 
the  sensational  “Topper”  did  not  quite 
fill  the  shoes  of  its  illustrious  predecessor, 
leaning  rather  too  heavily  on  a quantity 
of  amazing  camera  tricks  to  the  detriment 
of  story  values.  Cast  is  the  same  through- 
out as  in  the  initialer,  with  the  exception 
of  Cary  Grant — who  is  seen  only  in  a 
(Continued  on  page  80) 
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Plays  ....  Possibilities 


New  York — What  the  metropolitan 
critics  think  of  the  new  plays: 

"The  Merchant  o/  Yonkers" 

The  48th  play  of  the  season  was  written 
by  Thornton  Wilder,  derived  from  a com- 
edy of  Johann  Nestroy.  A farce  in  four 
acts,  it  was  staged  by  Max  Reinhardt  in 
settings  by  Boris  Aronson.  Herman 
Shumlin  produced  at  the  Guild  Theatre, 
December  28,  with  a cast  including  Percy 
Waram,  June  Walker,  Jane  Cowl,  Joseph 
Sweeney,  Tom  Ewell,  John  Call  and 
Minna  Phillips.  The  decision: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror  ...  a dis- 
appointment . . . Perhaps  we  expected  too 
much  from  such  a galaxy  of  celebs  . . . 
Mr.  Wilder  has  equipped  the  antique  and 
antic  plot  with  a measure  of  significance 
. . . Dr.  Reinhardt  has  keyed  the  piece 
broadly  and  the  players  approach  their 
assignments  with  vigor. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  <two  stars 
plus) — All  very  novel  and  gay  . . . But 
not,  to  me,  as  amusing  or  as  entertaining 
as  it  should  be  to  warrant  general  endorse- 
ment . . . Miss  Cowl  has  not  been  as 
spirited,  nor  in  as  fine  comedy  form,  as 
she  is  here  in  a long  time. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune  . . . 
a frolicsome  comedy,  filled  with  prankish- 
ness, high  spirits,  charm  and  a few  mildly 
philosophical  reflections  about  life  . . . 
tells  a modest  little  fable  about  a penur- 
iously  rich  man,  a gay  and  meddling  lady, 
a milliner  and  assorted  young  lovers  . . . 
ignores  the  conventions  of  the  realistic 
theatre  and  goes  in  for  charades,  rather 
than  more  formal  dramatic  entertainment 
. . . It  . . . either  captures  you  completely 
...  or  leaves  you  feeling  like  the  deserted 
suitor  at  the  wedding  celebration  ...  I 
must  confess  belonging  in  the  latter  cate- 
gory. 

Jolm  Anderson,  J our 7ial- American — . . . 
when  a farce  isn’t  funny,  there  is  noth- 
ing to  be  done  . . . Everything  seems  on 
that  level  (swift  hilarity)  except  unhap- 
pily, Mr.  Wilder’s  sense  of  humor  which,  in 
farce,  must  be  lifted  by  its  own  laughter. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — Never  to  my 
knowledge  have  two  brief  and  supposedly 
merry  hours  stretched  themselves  out  into 
such  an  eternity  . . . Herr  Reinhardt’s 
direction  ...  is  as  heavyhanded  as  Mr. 
Wilder's  play  is  muddled  and  tiresome. 
Indeed,  it  is  only  Miss  Walker’s  perform- 
ance and  in  Mr.  Aronson’s  gay  settings 
that  “The  Merchant  of  Yonkers”  achieves 
what  must  have  been  its  author’s  aims. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — ...  at  all 
times  unrelentingly  gay  . . . the  cast  is 
dexterous  and  spirited.  It  is  rather  grimly 
lamentable  that,  with  everybody  seeking 
a kind  of  inspired  foolishness,  the  result 
so  often  seems  merely  rather  artfully  silly. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  TimeS' — . . . the  fun 
runs  in  heavy  feet  through  a large  part 
of  the  last  act,  for  a caper  as  a hard 
thing  to  keep  at  top  pitch  through  a whole 
evening. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 

. . . does,  however,  bubble  with  a pleasant 
sort  of  philosophy  delivered  humorously 
in  soliloquies  which  preserve  the  delight- 


fully absurd  form  of  ancient  farces.  It  is 
helped,  too,  by  brilliant  acting  . . . The 
rapid  pace  set  for  the  farce  in  the  first 
act  is  not  . . . maintained  throughout  the 
four. 

"Everywhere  I Roam" 

Number  49.  In  three  acts  by  Arnold 
Sundgaard  and  Marc  Connelly.  Staged 
by  Connelly  in  settings  by  Robert  Ed- 
mond Jones;  songs  by  Fred  Stewart; 
choral  arrangements  and  direction  by  Leh- 
man Engel;  dances  directed  by  Felicia 
Sorel.  Produced  by  Connelly  and  Bela 
Blau  at  the  National,  December  29,  with 
a cast  including  Katherine  Emery,  Dean 
Jagger,  Norman  Lloyd,  Paul  Huber,  Arthur 
Barnett.  The  critics: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — Picture,  if  you  can, 
“ . . . one-third  of  a nation”  set  a-dancing 
and  singing  and  you  will  have  some  idea 
of  its  quality,  its  structure  and  its  pos- 
sible appeal  ...  at  its  best,  we  think,  in 
its  early  passages  which  are  invested  with 
swift  movement,  poetic  beauty  and 
rhapsodical  fantasy.  But  it  goes  loggy 
and  becomes  forced  in  its  latter  stanzas 
. . . The  cast  is  large  and  excellent.  Kathe- 
rine Emery  and  Dean  Jagger  . . . are  elo- 
quent and  stirring. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars  plus) — I 
think  I might  do  very  well  with  a half 
hour  of  it,  and  retire  an  uplifted,  if  not 
an  exalted  citizen  with  a terrific  urge  to 
put  hayseed  in  my  hair. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — You  will  find 
fewer  lovelier  things  in  town  than  some 
of  the  moments  of  “Everywhere  I Roam.” 
This  pageant  of  agricultural  America 
which  covers  a hundred  years  of  our  rural 
history  in  terms  of  a parable  and  accents 
of  the  Living  Newspaper,  has  been  affec- 
tionately staged  by  Marc  Connelly,  and 
much  of  it  is  written  with  beauty  and 
honest  feeling  . . . When  the  symbolic 
hero  and  heroine  leave  their  simple  ways 
of  life,  however,  the  play  begins  to  be  con- 
fused and  ineffective. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — Let  me  be  shot 
at  dawn,  but  I thought  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  act,  the  dances  and 
Mr.  Jones’  scenery,  it  was  drivelling  stuff, 
over-naive,  pretentionally  arty  and  quietly 
tiresome. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — . . . though  it  begins  by 
capturing  in  lovely  and  exciting  terms  the 
innocence  and  spirit  of  the  frontier,  un- 
fortunately it  loses  not  only  its  imagination 
but  its  interest  as  it  goes  its  way  ...  it  is 
impossible  not  to  admire  the  charm  of  the 
opening  scenes;  the  memorable  beauty  of 
Mr.  Jones’  settings,  the  skill  of  Mr.  Con- 
nelly’s direction;  the  rare  quality  of  Miss 
Sorel’s  dance  numbers;  the  effectiveness 
of  Mr.  Engel’s  choral  arrangements  and 
the  honesty  of  the  performances  given  in 
particular  by  such  players  as  Katherine 
Emery,  Dean  Jagger,  Robert  Porterfield, 
Robert  Harvey  and  Paul  Huber. 

R.  L.,  Sun — The  result  is  an  aspiring 
play,  sometimes  magnificent  enough  to 
match  its  theme,  all  too  frequently  con- 
fused and  unsatisfying,  but  never  routine 
and  never  of  the  show  shop  ...  If  “Every- 
where I Roam”  fails,  as  I am  afraid,  by 


and  large  it  does,  it  fails  grandly. 

B.  A.,  Times — For  one  act,  an  over- 
whelming experience  in  the  theatre  . . . 
seems  to  foreshadow  one  of  those  epochal 
plays  that  are  going  to  leave  their  mark 
on  the  culture  of  the  country.  Alas,  that  is 
more  than  Mr.  Sundgaard  and  Mr.  Con- 
nelly are  able  to  deliver. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — . . . beauti- 
fully staged  and  splendidly  cast  and  the 
settings  by  Robert  Edmond  Jones  are 
fascinating  ...  It  is  an  interesting  play, 
but  whether  it  has  the  vitality  of  its  “big 
city”  counterpart  “ . . . one-third  of  a 
nation”  is  open  to  question.  At  any  rate, 
I thoroughly  enjoyed  it. 

"Mamba's  Daughters" 

“Mamba’s  Daughters,”  a play  in  two 
acts  and  nine  scenes  dramatized  by  Doro- 
thy and  DuBose  Heyward  from  the  latter’s 
novel  of  the  same  name  opened  at  the 
Empire,  January  3.  This,  the  50th  play  of 
the  season  was  staged  and  produced  by 
Guthrie  McClintic.  Perry  Watkins  did  the 
settings  and  Jerome  Kern  the  song,  “Lone- 
some Walls.”  The  cast  includes  Ethel 
Waters,  Georgette  Harvey,  Fredi  Wash- 
ington, Willie  Bryant  and  Jose  Ferrer.  The 
critics: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — ^Ethel  Waters  made 
her  debut  as  a dramatic  actress  . . . and 
scored  a triumph  . . . “Mamba’s  Daugh- 
ters” . . . has  to  do  with  the  efforts  of  old 
Mamba  and  her  simple-minded  daughter, 
Hagar,  to  give  granddaughter  Lissa  op- 
portunities which  they  have  never  had 
. . . Editing  has  cost  much  of  the  exciting 
action. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (three  stars) — Count 
this  a great  democracy  and  add  the  name 
of  Ethel  Waters  to  the  list  of  this  theatre 
season’s  immortals  . . . not  a particularly 
good  play,  but  it  is  effective  theatre. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — Although 
. . . pretty  routine  sort  of  Negro  melo- 
drama, combining  some  of  the  traits  of 
“Madame  X”  and  “Of  Mice  and  Men,”  it 
is  given  dignity  and  excitement  by  the 
beautiful  performance  of  Ethel  Waters  . . . 
Even  the  plot  frailties  cannot  destroy  the 
genuine  brilliance  of  Miss  Water’s  work 
. . . Other  Negro  actors  are  excellent. 

J.  A.,  J our ?ial- American — ...  a per- 
formance of  such  warmth,  and  power,  and 
simplicity  that  it  ultimately  swept  along 
with  it  a very  reluctant  and  sprawling 
tragedy  called  “Mamba’s  Daughters.”  And 
sweeping  up  “Mamba’s  Daughters”  is  no 
small  job.  As  a play,  it  is  nearly  in 
smithereens. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — . . . cannot  be  accused  of 
having  written  a good  play  ...  As  a legiti- 
mate actress  Miss  Waters  proves  herself  to 
be  an  exceptional  performer  . . . But  ad- 
mirable as  she  is.  Miss  Waters  cannot 
hide  the  fact  that  “Mamba’s  Daughters” 
is  an  indifferent  play. 

R.  L.,  Sun — Movingly  acted  by  a largely 
Negro  cast,  the  play  has  vigor  and  validity 
beyond  most;  it  is  filled  with  the  laughter 
and  sadness  of  the  race,  with  deep  feel- 
ing and  the  sudden  flare  of  melodrama 
...  In  the  playing  of  Ethel  Waters,  Hagar 
becomes  magnificently  like  a force  of  na- 
ture ...  It  is  real  and  moving  drama. 

B.  A.,  Times — Although  a good  part  of 
it  is  boldly  and  powerfully  dramatic,  it 
still  has  the  shiftless  style  of  a play  at 
second  hand;  and  although  Miss  Waters 
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plays  with  her  usual  rangy  and  gleaming 
wholesomeness,  she  does  not  go  very  deep 
inside  her  part. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — She  (Miss 
Waters)  met  all  these  demands  so  capably, 
so  sincerely  and  so  simply  that  there  were 
no  apparent  dissenters  in  the  audience 
that  cheered  her  at  the  fall  of  the  cur- 
tain. There  will,  however,  be  a difference 
of  opinion  regarding  the  play  and  I find 
myself  on  the  side  of  those  who  regard  it 
as  a worthy  effort,  but  one  which  is  not 
wholly  successful.  Its  writing  is  repetitious 
and  at  times  dull. 


Another  Bid  for  Labor 
Peace  in  Colony 

Another  bid  for  peace  along  Hollywood’s 
producer-labor  trenches,  directed  chiefly 
at  those  sectors  involving  jurisdictional 
disputes  between  the  lATSE  and  various 
unions  which  have  filed  challenges  against 
it  with  the  national  labor  relations  board, 
has  made  its  appearance  along  with  an 
announcement  by  Dr.  Towne  Nylander, 
NLRB  regional  director,  that  another 
week’s  delay  is  in  sight  in  his  attempts  to 
set  dates  for  hearings  on  the  many  cases 
and  petitions  now  hanging  fire. 

The  NLRB  had  already  ordered  a post- 
ponement until  mid-February  of  a hear- 
ing on  the  tangled  lATSE  situation.  Dr. 
Nylander  having  expressed  the  hope 
amicable  settlements  might  be  reached. 
As  a step  in  this  direction,  the  Motion 
Picture  Painters  called  in  J.  W.  Buzzell, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Central  Labor 
Council,  to  confer  with  Harold  V.  Smith, 
lATSE  coast  head;  L.  C.  Helm,  of  the 
Studio  Utility  Employes;  Jeff  Kibre,  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Technicians  Commit- 
tee; representatives  of  the  American  So- 
ciety of  Cinematographers,  which  or- 
ganizations are  involved. 

Every  effort  will  be  made,  according  to 
Herbert  Sorrell,  of  the  painters,  to  co- 
operate with  Buzzell  in  attempting  to 
satisfactorily  wash  up  the  several  inter- 
jurisdictional  arguments  without  the 
necessity  of  again  appealing  to  the  NLRB 
— whose  calendar  is  already  so  overcrowd- 
ed as  to  make  prompt  action  well-nigh 
impossible. 


SWG's  Hearing  Is 
Again  Postponed 

Dr.  Towne  Nylander,  regional  director 
of  the  NLRB,  has  indefinitely  postponed 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild  hearing  on  “un- 
fair” labor  practices  by  producers,  which 
had  been  set  for  January  11.  Dr.  Nylan- 
der explained  no  word  has  come  from 
NLRB  offices  in  Washington,  concerning 
formal  action  on  the  hearing. 

A meeting  of  the  SWG  is  scheduled 
Sunday  night  to  correlate  charges  against 
producers. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild,  involved  with 
the  labor  body  as  a result  of  attacks  filed 
against  it  by  a pair  of  organizations  claim- 
ing jurisdiction  over  certain  SAG  mem- 
bers, has,  as  yet,  not  been  formally  noti- 
fied of  the  actions. 

To  aid  Class  B members,  chiefly  extras 
and  bit  players,  the  SAG  directorate  is 
working  with  local  Actors  Equity  agents 
on  a plan  whereby  extras  may  appear  in 
Little  Theatre  productions  without  for- 


The  Brothers  Buggies — 

A famous  team  of  brothers — together 
on  a movie  set  for  the  first  time. 
Loading  his  corjicob  pipe,  on  the  left, 
is  Comedian  Charlie  Ruggles,  vyith 
Producer -Director  Wesley  Ruggles  on 
the  right.  They’re  waiting  the  call 
for  rehearsals  on  “Invitation  to  Hap- 
piness’’ at  Paramount,  which  Wesley 
is  making  and  in  which  Charlie  has  a 
role. 

Personnel  Shifts  Hold 
To  Creative  Brackets 

Paramount,  scene  of  several  shifts  in 
past  weeks,  has  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Louis  R.  Lipstone,  musical  direc- 
tor and  production  for  the  Balaban  and 
Katz  theatre  circuit  in  Chicago,  as  head 
of  the  studio  music  department.  Lipstone, 
succeeding  Boris  Morros,  checks  in  Janu- 
ary 10. 

Irene  Saltern  has  resigned  as  head  styl- 
ist and  wardrobe  chief  at  Republic,  being 
replaced  by  Adele  Palmer.  Set  to  leave 
Warner  shortly  is  Milton  Shubert,  for  sev- 
eral months  an  associate  producer  in  the 
Bryan  Poy  unit,  who  currently  has  two 
pictures  in  work.  Joining  the  numerous 
other  tunesmiths  in  their  exodus  from  the 
Hollywood  scene  following  the  deathbed 
antics  of  the  film  musical,  Sigmund  Rom- 
berg has  completed  his  songwriting  con- 
tract at  M-G-M  and  headed  back  to  New 
York. 


Sign  George  Petty 

George  Petty,  cartoonist  and  illustrator, 
has  been  signed  by  Paramount  to  collabo- 
rate with  LeRoy  Prinz,  studio  dance  di- 
rector, in  staging  a harem  sequence  for 
“Man  About  Town,”  the  Jack  Benny 
comedy. 


feiting  their  SAG  standing.  By  the  plan, 
withdrawal  cards  when  appearing  in  Little 
Theatre  plays  will  not  be  necessary,  if  the 
theatre  involved  has  a working  agreement 
with  Equity. 


With  plans  for  the  most  ambitious  mass 
meeting  in  its  history  on  January  30  now 
in  the  process  of  perfection,  two  new  de- 
velopments have  been  recorded  to  bring 
additional  attention  to  the  activities  of  the 
Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League  in  its  drive 
on  behalf  of  democratic  principles  and 
anti-Fascist  sentiment. 

Considered  of  more  than  ordinary  sig- 
nificance in  connection  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  56’s  crusade  to  obtain  some  20,000,- 
000  signatures  of  citizens  throughout  the 
nation  to  its  Declaration  of  Economic  In- 
dependence against  Nazi  Germany,  was  a 
letter  received  at  committee  headquarters 
from  Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Theatre  Owners  of  America. 
Kuykendall,  addressing  himself  to  Melvyn 
Douglas,  chairman  of  the  committee,  de- 
clared he  was  “in  hearty  accord”  with  the 
declaration  and  said  he  “would  be  glad 
to  suggest  to  our  membership  in  the  next 
bulletin  that  they  cooperate  in  circulating 
the  petitions”  which  the  committee  is  now 
preparing  for  distribution  in  56  American 
cities. 

Meantime,  the  committee  reports  that 
sub-committees,  to  distribute  the  petitions, 
have  been  set  up  in  Philadelphia,  Cleve- 
land, San  Francisco,  Baltimore,  Atlanta, 
Chicago  and  Seattle,  with  additional 
groups  in  other  cities  being  organized 
daily. 

Adding  to  its  other  functions,  the  Anti- 
Nazi  League  has  been  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Hollywood  sector  in  a na- 
tional drive  launched  in  New  York  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Art  Fund  for  German 
Refugees,  sponsors  of  which  include  a 
myriad  of  top  film  colony  names.  The 
League  is  placing  books  of  tickets  on  sale 
in  every  studio,  ducats  to  be  used  in  the 
drawing,  February  12,  for  which  more  than 
150  pieces  of  art  work  have  been  con- 
tributed by  American  artists. 


Independent  Threatens 
Suit  Against  SAG 

(Continued  from  page  75) 
that  he  may  bring  legal  action  against  it. 
Webb’s  chief  argument — that  he  was 
forced  to  seek  additional  financing  in 
order  to  guarantee  his  actors’  salaries  with 
money  that  lay  idle  in  escrow — brought 
forth  from  Kenneth  Thomson,  SAG  secre- 
tary, the  comment  that  it  was  “not  an  un- 
reasonable request,”  and  that  by  so  doing 
the  SAG  was  merely  “asking  him  to  es- 
tablish his  credit” — a procedure  which, 
Thomson  declares,  is  followed  by  Actors’ 
Equity  and  other  responsible  labor  unions. 
Thomson  further  predicted  that,  should 
Webb  resort  to  the  courts,  the  legitimacy 
of  the  SAG’S  actions  would  be  held  im- 
questioned. 

Webb’s  threatened  removal  to  Phoenix, 
Thomson  asserted,  can  easily  be  countered 
if  the  SAG  so  desires  through  the  ex- 
pedient of  extending  Guild  control  to  that 
territory — as  has  already  been  done  in 
Chicago,  Detroit  and  New  York. 
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Hopeful  of  Trade  Accord,  ITO 
To  Name  Parley  Delegate 


Los  Angeles  — With  President  Albert 
Galston  declaring  that  the  organization’s 
directorate  is  “optimistic  that  its  original 
requests  will  be  fulfilled,”  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Cal.  and  Aiiz.  has 
notified  Sidney  R.  Kent  that  it  will  send  a 
delegate  to  New  York  to  resume  discussions 
of  the  15-point  exhibitor-distributor  trade 
practice  agreement,  tentative  draft  of 
which  the  ITO  rejected  some  weeks  ago. 

Galston’s  message  to  Kent,  in  response 
to  the  latter’s  telegraphic  invitation  and 
drafted  after  a special  meeting  of  the  ITO 
directorate,  informed  him,  however,  that 
the  local  organization’s  representative 
could  not  appear  on  January  9,  date  on 
which  Kent  had  scheduled  the  conference. 
A short  postponement  was  asked  to  allow 
the  ITO  to  choose  a delegate  and  to  mar- 
shal the  points  which  it  will  present  to  the 
exhibitor- distributor  group. 

Kent  will  preside  in  the  absence  of 
William  Rodgers,  chairman  of  the  distribu- 
tor committee,  who  is  now  in  Hollywood. 
General  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  Rodg- 
ers is  here  on  company  business  and,  he 
pointed  out,  will  not  interest  himself  of- 
ficially in  matters  pertaining  to  the  dis- 
tributor-exhibitor conferences,  leaving 
them  in  Kent’s  hands. 

ITO  delegates  to  the  original  parley,  at 
which  the  first  tentative  agreement  was 
drafted,  included  Galston,  Robert  Poole, 
general  secretary,  and  Hugh  Bruen,  Whit- 
tier exhibitor. 


Laurence  Goldsmith  Buys 
Tract  for  New  Theatre 

Oakland,  Cal. — City  council  restrictions 
having  blocked  the  zoning  of  a piece  of 
property  on  which  he  planned  to  build  a 
new  1,000-seat  theatre,  Laurence  Gold- 
smith has  purchased  another  tract  on  the 
other  side  of  the  street  and  two  blocks 
away. 

S.  Charles  Lee,  architect,  is  altering 
Goldsmith’s  plans  and  specifications  to 
fit  the  new  property. 


Paramount  Men  to  Sales 
Meeting  in  St,  Louis 

Los  Angeles  — Accompanied  by  Cliff 
Lewis,  Paramount  studio  advertising  di- 
rector, George  Smith,  district  sales  man- 
ager, left  for  St.  Louis  for  the  district 
sales  meeting  opening  January  7 for  a 
three-day  session. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN”  Facts 

WTien  business  is  tough,  you’re  in  red,  and 
you  act  like  Old  Sour  Puss.  I have  what 
it  takes; 

“I’ll  Make  You  8niile“ 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  77) 
flashback — and  Norman  Z.  McLeod  rates 
credit  as  director,  but  the  lion’s  share  of 
praise  goes  to  Roy  Seawright,  who  han- 
dled the  special  photographic  effects 
which  are  the  film’s  chief  merit. 

* * ♦ 

Lower-budgeted  and  consequently  rele- 
gated to  the  programmer  bracket,  but  ac- 
ceptable entertainment  nevertheless,  were 
20th  Century-Fox’s  “Chasing  Danger,” 
Monogram’s  “Tough  Kid”  and  Columbia’s 
“Whispering  Enemies,”  produced  by  Larry 
Darmour. 

“Chasing  Danger,”  second  in  the  studio’s 
“Camera  Daredevils”  series,  reflected  a 
noticeable  improvement  over  the  initialer 
— a well-knit  action  adventure,  competent- 
ly enacted,  which  should  appeal  particu- 
larly to  the  juvenile  matinee  trade.  It  is 
Ricardo  Cortez’  second  fling  at  direction, 
the  veteran  actor  being  provided  with  a 
business-like  scenario  from  the  typewrit- 
ers of  Robert  Ellis  and  Helen  Logan. 
“Tough  Kid”  turned  out  to  be  not  so 
tough,  after  all,  but  is  well-enough  made 
to  insure  acceptance  by  Frankie  Darro 
fans  as  one  of  the  “Murphy  Family”  series. 
Howard  Bretherton  directed  ably  from  a 
script  by  Wellyn  Totman,  the  picture  be- 
ing turned  out  under  the  production  pilot- 
ing of  Lindsley  Parsons.  Original  in  story 
construction  and  maintaining  interest 
throughout,  “Whispering  Enemies”  can  be 
chalked  up  as  another  excellent  Jack  Holt 
starrer  from  the  consistent  Darmour  plant, 
given  competent  direction  by  Lewis  D.  Col- 
lins and  surrounding  Holt  with  an  im- 
pressive supporting  cast  headed  by  Dolores 
Costello. 

New  Monogram  Branch 
Opened  in  Manila 

New  York — Monogram  has  established 
a new  exchange  in  Manila  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  according  to  Norton  V. 
Ritchey,  foreign  manager.  The  branch  will 
distribute  Monogram  product  exclusively 
and  will  release  this  year  all  of  the  com- 
pany’s 1937-38  and  1938-39  program, 
which  includes  82  features  and  westerns. 
W.  H.  Brown  is  branch  manager. 

Beers  Purchases  Mission, 
San  Juan  Capistrano 

San  Juan  Capistrano,  Cal. — B.  C.  Beers 
has  purchased  the  Mission  ’Theatre  from 
Frank  Casey,  who  operated  the  house  for 
less  than  two  months. 


$100  to  Gunman 

Los  Angeles — An  after-dark  foray  net- 
ted a lone  gunman  approximately  $100 
when  he  held  up  Hetty  Hettman,  cashier 
at  the  RKO  HUlstreet  Theatre,  downtown, 
and  escaped.  The  bandit  chose  an  hour 
during  which  business  was  at  a lull. 


■^^^TH  the  new  year  now  on,  may  it 
bring  to  all  of  you  every  wish  that 
stands  for  happiness  . . . Imagine  the 
surprise  Margaret  Swanson  got  when  a 
run-a-way  taxi  crashed  into  the  box- 
office  of  the  Embassy  Theatre.  The  cab, 
parked  on  a hill,  slipped  out  of  gear  mak- 
ing its  way  to  the  Union  St.  side  of  the 
theatre.  Miss  Swanson  saw  it  coming, 
pushed  her  chair  back,  but  could  not  get 
out  of  the  boxoffice.  'The  machine  partly 
demolished  the  b.  o.,  left  Margaret  suf- 
fering from  nervous  shock  and  an  injured 
knee.  'The  Embassy  is  owned  by  Joe 
Danz  . . . Tommy  Olsen,  for  the  past  years 
connected  with  various  theatre  circuits  in 
managerial  capacities,  and  lately  manager 
of  the  Aberdeen  Theatre  in  Aberdeen  for 
Warner  Bros.,  has  finally  said  “goodbye” 
to  the  theatre  to  enter  the  radio  broad- 
casting business  in  Olympia.  Lloyd  Thayer 
will  take  over  the  Aberdeen  management 
while  Carl  Miller  is  being  transferred  from 
Santa  Barbara  to  succeed  Thayer  in  the 
management  of  the  Bijou  in  Aberdeen 
and  the  Hoquiam  in  Hoquiam. 

L.  J.  McGinley  maintains  he  gets  gypped 
at  Christmas.  It  is  Mac’s  birthday,  so  one 
present  has  to  do  for  both  celebrations  . . . 
Mrs.  Ed  Lamb  received  sorrow  as  part  of 
her  Xmas.  She  was  called  to  Victoria, 
B.  C.,  Christmas  Day  by  the  death  of  her 
father,  George  Calder  . . . Al  O’Keefe, 
western  district  manager  for  Universal, 
made  a flying  trip  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Seattle,  closed  a big  deal,  and  hopped 
right  out  again  . . . Earl  Collins  and  his 
family,  here  from  Denver,  ducked  over  to 
Victoria  for  Xmas  . . . The  old  Columbia 
Theatre  in  Columbia  City,  a suburb  of 
Seattle,  is  being  remodeled  and  will  be 
reopened  some  time  in  February.  New 
name  will  be  the  Fix  . . . Louis  Landstrom, 
son  of  Harry,  over  from  University  of  Mon- 
tana for  the  holidays. 

Howard  McBride  left  his  Granada  The- 
atre in  Spokane  long  enough  to  personally 
pass  along  New  Year  wishes  on  Filmrow 
. . . Cecil  Fames,  Oregon  manager  for 
the  Monogram  Pictures,  here  from  Port- 
land for  a conference  with  Al  Goldstein, 
Monogram  top  man  in  the  Northwest  . . . 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Sheffield  and  her  daughters, 
Margaret  and  Mary,  entertained  the  em- 
ployes of  Republic  Pictures  with  a special 
dinner  at  their  home.  Among  those  at- 
tending were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Walton, 
L.  C.  “Tom”  Tomlinson,  Tony  and  Judy 
Silvaggio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Milner,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gustafson,  Florence  Watson,  and 
Bea  and  Alva,  inspectresses  for  the  com- 
pany. The  Joe  Coopers  were  unable  to  at- 
tend owing  to  illness  in  the  family. 

What  is  the  fate  of  the  Palm  Theatre 
on  First  Avenue?  The  place  is  all  boarded 
up  and  a lot  of  activity  is  going  on  in- 
side . . . Mrs.  Ed  Hallberg  has  returned 
from  her  visit  to  Chicago  where  she  spent 
several  weeks  with  her  father.  She  was 
met  here  by  her  hubby  and  all  left  for 
their  home  in  Port  Angeles  . . . Jack  and 
Marge  Burke  are  spending  their  holidays 
in  Mill  Valley  and  San  Francisco  . . . W. 
B.  McDonald  of  the  Avalon  Theatre  in 
Olympia,  while  east  some  time  ago,  pur- 
( Continued  on  page  82) 
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J^FTER  12  years  with  Columbia  and  pres- 
ently a salesman  with  that  exchange, 
Sammy  Nathanson  has  announced  his 
resignation  to  accept  the  western  division 
managership  of  Tri-National  Pictures 
Corp.,  distributors  of  foreign-language 
films.  He  begins  in  two  weeks  . . . Judge 
Roy  Pawley,  of  the  Desert  and  Egyptian 
theatres  in  Indio,  came  in  on  a booking 
expedition. 

In  town  for  a few  days  is  Barney  Rose, 
Universal  branch  manager  in  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Ollie  Wog,  Universal  salesman, 
has  returned  from  an  extended  selling 
jaunt. 

George  Smith,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager, has  left  for  St.  Louis  to  attend  the 
district  managers’  convention  there.  Smith 
just  returned  from  a jaunt  around  the 
western  exchange  territory. 

Spending  the  holidays  here  is  Herbert 
Rosener.  Rosener,  who  headquarters  in 
San  Francisco,  operates  the  Grand  Inter- 
national and  Esquire  theatres  here. 

Booking  visitors:  George  Halligan,  from 
the  Liberty  Tlieatre,  Blythe;  Glenn  Bast, 
in  from  the  Roxy,  Carpinteria;  Mrs.  Jen- 
nie Dodge,  operator  of  the  Mission  Thea- 
tre, Ventura. 

Jack  Gross,  western  district  manager  for 
RKO  Theatres,  has  returned  from  a trip 
to  Denver. 

Add  booking  visitors:  Charlie  Olds, 
from  the  Arroyo  Theatre,  Arroyo  Grande 
. . . Kelly  Seligman,  of  the  Dorkel,  a local 


house  . . . Bill  Thedford  of  the  Redondo, 
Redondo  Beach  . . . Bob  Gumm,  operator 
of  the  Brea  Theatre  in  Brea,  and,  inci- 
dentally, an  uncle  of  Metro  starlet,  Judy 
Garland. 

Sam  Davis,  Rube  Harris  and  Bill  Calli- 
han,  Metro  exchange  salesmen,  are  back 
at  work  after  their  regular  Christmas 
vacation. 

Paul  Bush,  United  Artists  salesman  in 
San  Francisco,  in  for  the  holidays  . . . 
Also  Moe  Levy,  20th  Century-Fox’s  mid- 
west district  manager,  and  Bob  McNeil 
and  Mike  Naify  of  the  Golden  States  'The- 
atres, headquartering  in  San  Francisco. 
McNeil  and  Naify  were  accompanied  by 
their  wives. 

It  was  a joint  celebration  for  the  Alva- 
rado Theatre,  owned  by  Irving  Carlin  and 
Max  Sinker.  In  addition  to  New  Year’s, 
the  showhouse  observed  the  IQth  anniver- 
sary of  its  opening. 

Stan  Meyer,  manager  of  the  United 
Artists  Theatre  in  Pasadena,  turned  the 
house  into  a sort  of  hotel  New  Year’s  Eve. 
He  kept  the  theatre  open  all  night  to 
accommodate  the  crowds  of  people  await- 
ing the  Tournament  of  Roses  Parade  New 
Year’s  Day. 

Fred  Siegel,  operator  of  the  Palomar 
Theatre  in  Oceanside,  is  vacationing  in 
San  Francisco  over  the  holidays. 

Visitors:  Pat  Argus,  of  the  Spreckles 
Theatre,  San  Diego  . . . Bob  Tengberg, 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

= A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers” 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


Natl  Screen  Still 
Servicing  FWC 

Los  Angeles — As  a repercussion  of  the 
infringement  suit  filed  by  National  Screen 
Service  against  Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  in 
Washington,  it  has  been  revealed  locally 
that  NSS  is  still  supplying  trailers  to  the 
FWC  circuit — despite  the  announcement 
last  November  that,  upon  expiration  of  the 
FWC-NSS  contract,  the  theatre  chain  had 
failed  to  renew  and  had  replaced  NSS  with 
the  TT'ailer-Made  service. 

Further,  according  to  Harry  Taylor,  local 
NSS  manager,  new  contracts  are  due  to  be 
signed  shortly  between  FWC  and  his  or- 
ganization. 

Leo  Schwartz,  head  of  rTrailer-Made 
here,  refused  either  to  confirm  or  to  deny 
Taylor’s  statement. 


who  manages  the  Majestic  in  Santa  Mon- 
ica . . . Dan  Irvine,  owner  of  the  Gem 
in  Southgate  . . . Vacationing  and  visiting 
Hugh  Bruen,  Whittier  exhibitor,  is  Art 
Gollifin,  Warner  salesman  from  Seattle. 

Funeral  arrangements  were  being  set  for 
William  Cann,  projectionist  at  the  Bell- 
flower Theatre,  Bellflower,  who  died  sud- 
denly of  a heart  attack.  Cann  had  been 
with  the  house,  owned  by  L.  E.  Funk,  for 
the  past  four  years  . . . Jack  Dillon,  20th 
Century-Fox  exchange  manager,  has  em- 
barked on  a one-man  safety  campaign. 
He’s  been  endeavoring  to  have  Filmrowites 
sign  a petition  asking  the  city  council  to 
install  a traffic  signal  at  20th  St.  and 
Vermont — near  the  Fox  exchange. 

"Hopalongs"  to  Get  L.  A, 
Metropolitan  Showings 

Los  Angeles — Initial  local  metropolitan 
showing  of  Producer  Harry  Sherman’s 
“Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns,  made  for 
Paramount  release,  has  been  set  for  Jan- 
uary 8,  9,  10  when  Pox  West  Coast’s  Hol- 
lywood Theatre,  on  Hollywood  Blvd.,  books 
‘‘In  Old  Mexico.” 

Booked  in  FWC  subsequent-rims,  they 
will  be  given  regular  first-run  showings 
by  the  chain  if  the  ‘‘In  Old  Mexico”  ex- 
periment shows  boxoffice  results. 

Jimmy  Edwards  Plans 
Five  Points  House 

Five  Points,  Cal. — Jimmy  Edwards  has 
announced  plans  to  build  a new  600-seat 
theatre  in  this  Pasadena  suburb  as  a 
unit  in  his  circuit.  No  starting  date  for 
the  construction  has  been  set. 


Pasadena  Reopening 

Pasadena,  Cal.  — ’The  former  Egyptian 
Theatre,  dark  for  more  than  a year,  has 
been  reopened  by  Lou  Gus  Metzger.  House 
will  specialize  in  bookings  of  foreign  pic- 
tures, revivals  and  “art  classics.”  Lou 
Metzger  heads  east  January  12  to  line  up 
product  for  the  next  few  months. 
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piLMSTAR  NORMA  SHEARER,  accom- 
panied by  her  two  children,  was  a local 
visitor,  en  route  to  Sun  Valley,  Ida.  . . . 
A screening  and  vaudeville  show  highlight- 
ed the  debut  of  the  new  $35,000  L.D.S. 
ward  chapel,  recently  completed  at  Draper, 
Utah. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Letitia  Higginbotham 
Peery,  92,  widow  of  D.  H.  Peery  and  mother 
of  the  Peery  brothers  of  the  Ogden  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  died  at  her  home  in  Ogden, 
Utah.  Harman  Peery  is  mayor  of  Ogden 
. . . Dana  Andrews,  formerly  of  Houston, 
Tex.,  is  on  his  way  from  a gas  station 
to  the  silver  screen.  Producer  Samuel 
Goldwyn  liked  the  smiling  service  Andrews 
gave  him  at  a San  Fernando  valley  sta- 
tion, put  him  to  work  on  a weekly  basis 
for  observation  and  tests. 

Charles  W.  Clogston,  51,  formerly  a the- 
atrical man  here,  died  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

. . . New  prices,  ranging  from  15  cents  to  25 
cents,  were  recently  announced  by  Mana- 
ger Norman  Sprowl  of  Intermountain’s 
Utah  Theatre  . . . Salt  Lake’s  Poppy  Wilde, 
nee  Ruby  Wardenburg,  is  reported  on  the 
road  to  stardom  as  a result  of  her  per- 
formance in  Paramount’s  “Artists  and 
Models  Abroad.” 


1ID>  IE  M V IE  IR^ 

pHE  Colorado  state  legislature  opened  its 
session  Wednesday.  No  bills  directly 
affecting  the  industry  are  looked  for.  How- 
ever, a bill  that  will  affect  every  wage 
earner  by  taxing  him  one  per  cent  of  his 
income,  is  being  proposed.  The  present 
income  tax  is  patterned  after  the  federal 
law. 

Local  theatre  managers,  headed  by 
Harry  Huffman,  have  demanded  that  the 
city  council  pass  an  ordinance  that  would 
force  charity  and  similar  organizations 
showing  films  to  use  a licensed  projec- 
tionist. It  was  pointed  out  that  film  the- 
atres are  forced  to  'comply  with  all  fire 
and  building  ordinances,  and  that  in  pro- 
tection of  the  public,  other  film  exhibi- 
tions should  do  the  same.  Huffman  de- 
clared local  houses  employ  more  than  1,000 
and  pay  $120,000  in  taxes. 

Oliver  E.  Curtis  has  taken  over  the 
“We  Go”  film  delivery  service  from  Ross 
Labart.  It  has  been  renamed  the  Inter- 
mountain Film  Service,  and  will  serve  the 
same  territory  hitherto  served  by  Labart. 

Arch  Bowles  Holds  Years 
First  FWC  Meeting 

Los  Angeles — With  Arch  M.  Bowles  sit- 
ting in  for  President  Charles  P.  Skouras 
as  presiding  officer,  district  and  division 
managers  of  Fox  West  Coast’s  Southern 
California  territory  held  their  first  busi- 
ness meeting  of  the  new  year.  Chief  topic 
was  the  new  FWC  business  drive,  which 
begins  immediately. 

Bowles,  northern  division  manager,  was 
delegated  by  Skouras  to  represent  him  in 
FWC’s  affairs  during  the  next  two  months, 
the  FWC  president  having  left  for  a vaca- 
tion in  Greece. 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


DISBARRED  (Para) — Uninspired  expose  of 
criminal  lawyer  racket,  undistinguished  as 
to  story,  but  with  creditable  production, 
sincere  performances  by  Gail  Patrick,  Otto 
Kruger.  Can  be  tabbed  so-so  program  ma- 
terial. Stuart  Walker  produced.  Robert 
Florey  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Coast  Theatre  Unit 
Fights  Cut  Order 

Los  Angeles — Tenning  the  move  “illog- 
ical” and  a blow  to  the  growth  of  an 
American  theatre  movement,  the  local 
federal  theatres  project  has  embarked  on 
an  active  campaign  to  combat  an  impend- 
ing 25  per  cent  personnel  slash  which, 
under  a recent  edict  from  Washington,  will 
affect  350  of  the  1,400  persons  now  en- 
rolled. 

In  determined  appeals  to  James  R.  Ull- 
man,  southern  California  director;  Col. 
Donald  Connolly,  head  of  WPA  activities 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  Col.  W.  W. 
Harrington,  new  WPA  administrator  in 
Washington,  FTP  heads  here  are  using  as 
their  chief  arguments: 

1.  The  wide  acclaim  given  to  two  of 
its  1938  productions — “Run,  Little  Chillun” 
and  ‘"Two  a Day” — the  success  of  which, 
F'TP  leaders  claim,  have  made  the  local 
project  one  of  the  few  in  the  country 
which  has  paid  its  own  way. 

2.  'The  serious  curtailment  in  the  FTP’s 
ambitious  1939  schedule  which  must  be 
made  should  the  edict  be  allowed  to  go  into 
effect  and  the  further  declaration  that  the 
350  persons  lopped  from  the  roster  must, 
under  PA  regulations,  go  on  direct  relief, 
as  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  obtain 
work  under  any  other  WPA  project. 

Spearhead  of  the  FTP’s  attack  on  the 
personnel  purge  order,  which  is  to  become 
effective  January  15,  is  the  newly-formed 
Supervisors  Forum,  organized  by  the  heads 
of  the  four  local  FTP  project  divisions; 
and  which  has  launched  a drive  to  enlist 
the  support  of  progressive  civic  organiza- 
tions in  fighting  the  Washington  order. 
The  Forum  comprises  Lorin  Baker,  chair- 
man, and  a board  of  governors  including 
Chalmer  Day,  administrative;  Willis  Lush- 
er, head  of  production;  Jerome  Coray, 
drama,  and  Peter  O’Crotty,  publicity. 
Virginia  Palmer  is  corresponding  secre- 
tary and  Don  Victor  is  recording  secre- 
tary. 


YEGGMEN,  who  worked  at  odd  intervals, 
finally  opened  the  safe  of  the  North- 
west Film  Ad  Service  and  left  with  $175 
in  cash.  Police  reports  said  entry  was 
gained  after  something  like  two  months’ 
worth  . . . Doug  Kimberly,  former  mana- 
ger of  Portland’s  Mayfair  Theatre,  is  now 
in  Seattle  with  his  parents  . . . George 
Jacoby,  Universal’s  auditor,  has  left  Port- 
land for  San  Francisco. 

Most  puffed-up  man  on  Filmrow  at  the 
start  of  the  new  year  is  Gordon  Craddock 
who  claims  his  office  set  an  all-time  record 
for  sales  during  1938,  that  his  lb-year-old 
son  is  home  from  the  hospital  after  an 
appendectomy,  that  his  daughter  will  grad- 
uate from  high  school  in  January  and  that 
his  birthday  was  January  5. 

On  the  subject  of  birthdays  and  the  like, 
Foster  Blake  set  some  kind  of  a record 
on  the  last  day  of  the  old  year  when  he 
celebrated  his  birthday,  wedding  anniver- 
sary and  the  entrance  of  the  new  year 
. . . G.  L.  Rose  of  Freewater  headed  the 
list  of  e.xhibitors  during  the  new  year  on 
the  Row  . . . Amos  Berg,  who  stopped  in 
briefly  for  Howard  Mapes’  open  house,  has 
left  for  New  York. 

Walter  Wessling,  former  GB  pictures 
representative,  is  now  in  the  real  estate 
business  . . . Every  exchange  on  the  Row 
hit  top  speed  during  the  first  of  the  week 
to  catch  up  urith  mail  and  other  items 
after  the  two-day  holiday  . . . Roy  and 
Madeleine  Brown  seeing  the  old  year  out 
. . . And  the  same  for  Mary  Wilkinson  and 
Margaret  North. 


SEATTLE 

(Continued  from  page  80) 
chafed  a new  yacht.  The  boat  has  now 
arrived  in  Olympia  and  the  gang  of  would- 
be  sailors  (who  make  a yearly  cruise  with 
Mac)  are  now  awaiting  the  christening  of 
the  new  boat  . . . George  DeWaide  of  the 
Paramount  exchange  in  Portland  spent  his 
holidays  here  . . . Art  Kallen,  booker  for 
Universal  here,  took  his  family  to  Port- 
land for  a visit  with  relatives. 

Charlie  Grieme,  leaving  his  theatres  in 
Wenatchee  to  attend  the  wedding  of  his 
son.  Will,  who  took  imto  himself  a wife 
in  Seattle.  WiU  handles  theatres  for  his 
dad  ...  Ed  Zabel  of  the  Capitol  ’Theatre 
in  Olympia  postcards  from  Florida  he  is 
lounging  in  the  simshine  on  the  beach  at 
Miami  . . . Archie  and  Mrs.  Holt,  back 
from  Salem  with  Archie  leaving  right 
away  for  his  territory  east  of  the  moun- 
tains . . . Bill  Cunningham,  back  to  Port- 
land after  spending  Xmas  and  New  Year’s 
with  his  parents-in-law,  the  L.  O.  Lukans. 
Mrs.  Cunningham  and  their  small  daugh- 
ter returned  to  Portland  with  Bill  . . . 
Jean  Spear,  writing  from  St.  Louis  and 
telling  of  his  leaving  to  return  home  to 
Seattle  . . . CecU  and  Mrs.  Gwinn  of  Cen- 
tralia,  in  town  to  attend  a special  pre- 
view . . . Jean  Janish,  Monogram  booker 
here,  from  Portland  enjoying  the  holidays 
with  her  family. 

Gordon  Morris  has  returned  to  his  spot 
in  Spokane,  now  that  the  holidays  are 
over. 
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INDEPENDENT  MWADKEE  COUNTY  EXHIBITORS 
PLEDGE  TO  DROP  ALL  GAMES  BY  FEBRUARY  1 

Bank  Night  Is  Resumed  at  Agree  to  Ban  Provided 

Officials  Impartially 

Hivoll  in  La  Crosse,  WlS.  Enforce  the  Laws 


Lacrosse,  Wis. — Bank  Night  is  being  re- 
sumed at  the  La  Crosse  Theatre  com- 
pany’s Rivoli  Theatre  here  as  a result  of 
a decision  by  a six-man  coimty  court  jury, 
finding  William  Preise,  manager  of  the 
house,  not  guilty  of  operating  and  main- 
taining a lottery  in  connection  with  the 
playing  of  the  game. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  a jury  had  returned 
a verdict  of  not  guilty  against  the  Well- 
worth  Theatres  Co.,  operators  of  the  Hol- 
lywood, on  similar  charges. 

Counsel  for  the  defense  argued  that  the 
case  was  not  one  for  the  jury  to  decide, 
but  that  the  decision  should  be  placed 
before  the  legislature.  It  was  pointed  out 
if  the  state  feels  Bank  Night  is  a lottery, 
the  legislature  merely  must  pass  on  it. 


Federal  Writ  Voids 
Preferred  Playing 

MiLWAtTKEE — The  1935  preferred  play- 
date  law  was  voided  here  by  a permanent 
federal  injunction  restraining  officials 
from  enforcing  it.  The  writ,  issued  by 
Judges  P.  A.  Geiger,  Milwaukee;  Patrick 
T.  Stone,  Madison,  and  Evan  A.  Evans, 
Chicago,  replaces  a temporary  injunction 
issued  in  1935  at  the  request  of  major 
film  exchanges. 

The  petitioners  claimed  the  state  law 
would  disrupt  their  business  by  permitting 
exhibition  of  films  in  neighborhood  houses 
before  downtown  theatres  showed  them. 
The  court  held  the  law  void  because  it 
took  away  rights  given  by  copyright  laws. 

Complainants  in  the  action  were  Vita- 
graph,  Inc.,  Universal  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.,  RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  Distributing  Corp.,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Film  Corp.,  and  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Co. 

The  measure  was  sponsored  by  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  in  the  state  and  was 
taken  into  court  by  the  exchanges  shortly 
after  its  passage  by  the  legislature. 


Sex  Films  Back  at  Woods 
Chicago — Sex  product  again  is  being 
featured  at  the  Woods  Theatre.  Two  of 
the  recent  offerings  included  “Wages  of 
Sin”  and  “Ecstasy”  in  one  double-bill,  and 
“Wajan”  and  “Federal  Man-Hunt”  on  an- 
other. 


Leo  J.  Vaudreuil,  deputy  attorney  gen- 
eral appointed  by  Gov.  Philip  F.  La  Fol- 
lette  to  prosecute  the  case,  was  imsuc- 
cessful  in  securing  a verdict  against  the 
Kenosha  Theatre  in  Kenosha  earlier  in 
the  year  on  a similar  charge. 

In  winning  its  case,  the  defense  ad- 
mitted that  the  theatres  company  oper- 
ates Bank  Night  at  a profit  and  that  it 
does  not  hand  out  absentee  cards  free. 
Among  those  testifying  in  the  action  was 
Frank  L.  Koppelberger,  general  manager 
and  treasurer  of  the  theatres  company, 
who  refuted  the  state’s  testimony  to  the 
effect  that  there  are  80,000  or  more  per- 
sons registered  at  the  Rivoli  by  declaring 
that  actually  there  are  between  48,000  and 
49,000  registered. 


ITPA  Will  Thrash 
"Early  Bird"  Price 


Milwaukee — ITPA  of  Wisconsin  has 
named  a committee  comprised  of  R.  A. 
Tesch,  Charles  Ti'ampe,  E.  P.i  Maertz, 
Harry  Perlewitz  and  A.  C.  Gutenberg,  to 
call  upon  exchange  managers  here  in  an 
effort  to  bring  about  a solution  to  the 
“early  bird”  admission  price  situation. 

The  association  also  shortly  will  name 
a committee  to  negotiate  with  the  Build- 
ing Service  Employe’s  International  union. 
Local  150,  covering  janitors  in  local  inde- 
pendent houses.  Contract  with  the  union 
expired  December  31. 

Tesch,  business  manager  of  the  asso- 
ciation, contends  that  early  bird  admis- 
sions are  unfair  and  unjust  because  they 
enable  the  larger  prior-run  houses  to  at- 
tract patronage  at  a lower  admission  price 
than  the  time  of  exhibition  with  respect 
to  “protection”  entitled  them  to. 

He  suggests  that  theatres  eliminate  give- 
aways and  games  and  embark  on  a single 
feature  policy,  including  a well  balanced 
program  of  short  subjects. 


Remodel  Capitol 

Morrison,  III.  — The  Capitol  Theatre 
here,  operated  by  the  Bailey  circuit  of 
Princeton,  has  been  remodeled.  New  sound 
and  projection  are  included  in  the  work, 
with  new  seats  to  be  installed  shortly.  The 
new  work  will  include  also  a new  “V”-type 
canopy  on  the  front  of  the  theatre. 


Milwaukee  — Independent  Milwaukee 
county  exhibitors  have  pledged  to  dis- 
continue all  games  of  chance  in  their  the- 
atres, providing  law  enforcement  officials 
impartially  enforce  the  lottery  laws  on  or 
before  February  1. 

Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  general  manager 
of  the  Fox-Wisconsin  Theatres,  in  confer- 
ence with  Ray  A.  Tesch,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Independent  Theatres  Protec- 
tive Ass’n  of  Wisconsin,  and  several  com- 
mitteemen, agreed  that  the  22  theatres 
operated  by  his  circuit  in  the  county 
would  discontinue  all  games  of  chance 
providing  “other  theatres”  outlaw  gaming. 

Another  phase  of  Bingo  operations  de- 
veloped December  30  when  the  city  at- 
torney’s office  refused  to  issue  w'arrants 
charging  violation  of  the  ctiy  anti-gam- 
bling ordinances  against  ten  unnamed  the- 
atres, fraternal  organizations  and  hall 
operators. 

Warrants  had  been  requested  by  the 
police  department  after  officers  investi- 
gated Bingo  playing  halls.  Warrants  were 
desired  so  operators  of  theatres  an^  halls 
in  each  of  the  city’s  seven  police  dis- 
tricts could  be  held  for  test  trial. 

Asst.  City  Attorney  Leo  Hanley  held  evi- 
dence submitted  by  the  investigating  of- 
ficers was  insufficient  to  warrant  prose- 
cution. 

Independent  exhibitors  have  pledged  to 
discontinue  their  games,  including  Bingo, 
Hollywood  and  Bank  Roll,  by  January  15, 
providing  the  lottery  laws  are  impartially 
enforced. 


Names  and  Incidents  in 
WB's  "Nazi  Spy"  Film 

Chicago  — The  newest  recruit  to  the 
ranks  of  technical  advisors  and  such  in 
Hollywood,  Leon  G.  Turrou,  ex-G-man, 
passed  through  the  city  en  route  to  the 
west  coast.  Prior  to  leaving  on  the  Santa 
Fe  Chief,  he  told  of  his  experiences  ap- 
prehending Nazi  spies  and  his  plans  to  aid 
Warners  in  production  of  their  forthcom- 
ing film,  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 

The  man  who  trailed  criminals  for 
Uncle  Sam  all  over  the  country  for  10  years, 
said  that  through  filming  of  his  story,  he 
hopes  the  people  in  the  United  States  will 
awaken  to  the  dangers  they  are  facing  in 
these  troubled  times.  He  said  factual  in- 
cidents and  names  will  be  used  in  the  film 
that  is  to  star  Edward  G.  Robinson.  Work 
on  the  picture  begins  this  month.  After 
that  Turrou  begins  a lecture  tour. 

His  book,  “Nazi  Spies  in  America,”  is  to 
be  published  January  27. 
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B&K  Intensifies  Competition 
With  Name  Stage  Shows 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago  — While  Jones,  Linick  and 
Schaefer  still  maintain  they  will  not  be 
drawn  into  any  price  war  over  admissions 
with  B&K  in  the  State-Lake  and  Oriental 
situation  in  the  loop,  it  is  becoming  evi- 
dent that  B&K  is  putting  the  pressure  on 
with  high-calibre  flesh  presentations  at 
the  newly-opened  State-Lake. 

Aaron  Jones  jr.,  told  Boxoffice  that  the 
Oriental  is  doing  well  with  its  present  pi'ice 
policy  of  40  cents  top  week  nights  and  55 
cents  top  over  the  weekends  and  holidays, 
and  that  the  circuit  plans  to  keep  that 
schedule  as  long  as  the  boxoffice  holds  up. 

This,  despite  the  fact  that  the  State- 
Lake  opened  to  practically  “terrific”  busi- 
ness, as  Filmrow  put  it,  during  Christmas 
week  with  Helen  Morgan  and  Dick  Foran 
in  person.  The  pace  fell  off  a little  this 
week  with  Lillian  Roth  and  other  top  acts 
on  the  stage.  The  current  stage  group  is 
headed  by  Paramount’s  Eleanore  Whitney, 
with  Romo  Vincent  scheduled  next  and 
other  names  to  follow.  The  one  draw- 
back is  that  the  house  must  play  B prod- 
uct, the  first  three  pictures  having  been 
“Campus  Confessions,”  “Crime  Takes  a 
Holiday,”  and  “Torchy  Gets  Her  Man.” 

The  State-Lake  and  Oriental  are  both 
running  with  about  the  same  nut  weekly, 
but  experienced  exhibitors  feel  that  the 
40  cent  State-Lake  top  necessitates  the 
house  doing  practically  capacity  all  shows 
to  hit  the  black,  even  though  film-rental 
for  the  State-Lake  is  extremely  low. 

Thus  far,  the  Chicago  Theatre,  across 
the  street  from  the  State-Lake  has  not 
suffered,  but  it  appears  that,  should  B&K 
continue  to  throw  in  such  outstanding 
stage  attractions  at  the  State-Lake,  some 
of  the  family  patronage  from  the  circuit’s 
ace  house  will  travel  over  to  the  lower- 
priced  theatre. 


B&K  Dividend  for  1938 
Totals  $91,427 

Chicago — B&K  paid  its  last  quarterly  di- 
vidend of  1938  at  the  same  rate  of  $1.75 
a quarter  on  13,061  shares.  This  totals 
$7.00  a share  for  the  year,  and  a total 
dividend  payment  of  $91,427  for  1938. 


Kiddie  Shows  Click 

Milwaukee — The  Orpheum  Theatre  in 
Madison  and  the  Kenosha  in  Kenosha  pro- 
moted New  Year’s  eve  parties  for  kiddies 
with  great  success.  The  former  house  held 
its  jamboree  in  the  morning  with  hats, 
horns,  souvenirs  and  noisemakers  included, 
while  the  Kenosha  staged  its  in  the  af- 
ternoon. 


May  Screen  Test  Tucker 

Chicago — Orrin  Tucker,  who  made  a 
Paramount  short  here  last  summer,  and  is 
currently  at  the  Palmer  House  Empire 
Room,  is  expected  to  take  screen  tests 
when  his  band  goes  into  a hotel  engage- 
ment in  San  Francisco  in  March. 


From  15  Cents  to  $1 
He  Packs  'Em 

Chicago — Herb  Elisburg  had  a real 
range  on  prices  for  the  Woods  on  New 
Year’s  eve.  Opening  in  the  morning 
with  15  cents,  the  midnight  show  price 
was  $1.00  a person. 

P.  S.:  He  had  full  houses  at  both 
prices. 

Chicago  New  Year's 
Eve  Shows  Pack 

Chicago  — New  Year’s  eve  midnight 
shows  at  all  Chicago  theatres  were  crowded 
to  capacity,  with  most  of  the  houses 
capitalizing  and  getting  top  prices  from 
the  revelers. 

All  of  the  A houses  in  the  loop  upped 
their  prices  from  75  cents  to  $1.10  with 
plenty  of  takers.  The  theatres  ran  special 
New  Year’s  trailers  to  help  the  celebrators 
ring  in  1939  in  style. 

Most  of  the  suburban  theatres  offered 
special  features,  including  vaudeville,  to 
induce  film  fans  to  celebrate  the  turn  of 
the  year  in  their  houses. 

The  good  business  that  ushered  in  the 
new  year  continued  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  week.  The  long  weekend  found  all  of 
the  theatres  well-filled.  The  top  performer 
in  the  loop  easily  was  M-G-M’s  Techni- 
color production,  “Sweethearts,”  at  the 
^United  Artists  Theatre,  where  the  SRO 
sign  never  got  a single  moment’s  rest. 
Other  loop  houses  continued  to  do  well, 
with  Bing  Crosby’s  newest,  “Paris  Honey- 
moon,” bringing  the  fans  in  at  the  Chicago 
Theatre. 

The  redecorated  and  remodeled  State- 
Lake  Theatre,  now  one  of  the  best-looking 
houses  in  the  loop,  and  with  the  extreme 
low  top  prices  of  40  cents  at  night,  did 
more  than  its  share  of  business. 


Two  Cameramen  Start 
Year  on  Mine  Disaster 

Chicago  — Two  of  Chicago’s  newsreel 
cameramen  ushered  in  the  new  1939  work- 
ing on  the  grim  mine-disaster  at  Clinton, 
Ind.  Sent  from  here  to  cover  the  scene 
where  19  of  the  20  entombed  men  finally 
were  saved,  were  Orlando  Lippert  for 
Paramount  News,  and  Jack  Barnet  of  Fox- 
Movietone. 

Tony  Caputo  of  Pathe  and  Sam  Savitt  of 
Universal  filmed  the  New  Year’s  eve  cele- 
brators at  the  Congress  Hotel  Casino  party. 
Later  Jack  Lieb  of  News  of  the  Day,  Uni- 
versal’s Sam  Savini  and  Martin  Barnett  for 
Fox,  took  feature  pictures  of  Chicago’s 
famed  Polar  Bear  Club  swimmers,  “enjoy- 
ing” Lake  Michigan’s  frigid  winter  waters. 


J^RS.  LENA  HESS,  72,  mother  of  Robert 

A.  Hess,  Wisconsin  coimsel  for 
ASCAP,  died  in  a local  hospital  last  week. 
Besides  her  son,  whom  she  was  visiting 
at  the  time,  survivors  are  two  daughters. 

George  Fischer,  operator  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  in  West  Allis,  is  convalescing 
from  a recent  illness. 

E.  F.  Maertz,  president  of  the  ITPA  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  will  rep- 
resent that  organization  as  official  dele- 
gate to  the  national  Allied  convention. 
Five  or  six  other  members  from  the  Wis- 
consin association  are  expected  to  ac- 
company him. 

Jack  Draginis  has  instaJled  new  seats 
and  carpeting  in  his  Classic  Theatre  in 
Waupun. 

Harvey  Buchanan  staged  a jitterbug 
contest  on  the  stage  of  his  Palace  Theatre 
in  Superior  on  New  Year’s  eve. 

Russell  Pettingill  has  added  txm  1,000- 
watt  flood  lamps  to  the  parking  equip- 
ment adjacent  to  his  Superior  Theatre  in 
Superior.  The  house  reports  an  increased 
demand  for  lighted  parking  space. 

Henry  C.  Anderson  opened  his  new 
$30,000  Vogue  Theatre  in  Arcadia  on 
Christmas  Day.  Anderson  was  formerly 
associated  with  the  Miner  Amusement  Co. 
in  Chippewa  Falls. 

John  Vorron  is  being  held  in  the  Juneau 
county  jail  o?i  charges  of  having  taken 
two  small  banks  from  the  office  of  the 
Classic  Theatre  ,at  Waupun,  containing 
$26.05. 

Miss  Lucile  Forbes,  operator  of  the  Bon- 
ham Theatre  at  Prairie  du  Sac,  has  taken 
over  the  Cosmo  Theatre  at  Merrill  from 
A.  L.  Robarge.  She  has  announced  a new 
policy  for  program  changes  with  new  pic- 
tures opening  on  Sundays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays. 

Five  M-G-M  Films  oi  18 
Best  Listed  by  Tinee 

Chicago  — Five  M-G-M  pictures  were 
among  the  18  best  listed  for  1938  by  the 
Chicago  Tribune’s  critic,  Mae  Tinee.  They 
were  “Of  Human  Hearts,”  “The  Hardy 
Series,”  “Boys  Town,”  “The  Citadel,”  and 
“Marie  Antoinette.”  The  critic  did  not  list 
the  group  in  any  order.  The  remainder 
of  the  group  included: 

“In  Old  Chicago”  and  “Alexander’s  Rag- 
time Band,”  20th-Fox;  “The  Hurricane” 
and  “Algiers,”  UA;  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  and  “Stage  Door,”  RKO; 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  Columbia; 
“Letter  of  Introduction,”  Universal;  ‘Wells 
Fargo,”  Paramount;  “Four  Daughters,” 
WB,  and  three  foreign  films,  “Mayerling,” 
“Amphitryon,”  and  “The  Courier  of 
Lyons.” 


Lighten  Assignment 
Hollywood — Louis  D.  Lighton  will  pro- 
duce “Sweepstakes”  at  Metro,  from  an 
original  by  Charles  Martin. 
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Bank  Night  Is  Resumed  at  Agree  to  Ban  Provided 

Officials  Impartially 

Rivoll  in  La  Crosse,  WlS.  Enforce  the  Laws 


Lacrosse,  Wis. — Bank  Night  is  being  re- 
sumed at  the  La  Crosse  Theatre  com- 
pany’s Rivoli  Theatre  here  as  a result  of 
a decision  by  a six-man  coimty  court  jury, 
finding  William  Freise,  manager  of  the 
house,  not  guilty  of  operating  and  main- 
taining a lottery  in  connection  with  the 
playing  of  the  game. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  a jury  had  returned 
a verdict  of  not  guilty  against  the  Well- 
worth  Theatres  Co.,  operators  of  the  Hol- 
lywood, on  similar  charges. 

Counsel  for  the  defense  argued  that  the 
case  was  not  one  for  the  jury  to  decide, 
but  that  the  decision  should  be  placed 
before  the  legislature.  It  was  pointed  out 
if  the  state  feels  Bank  Night  is  a lottery, 
the  legislature  merely  must  pass  on  it. 


Federal  Writ  Voids 
Preferred  Playing 

Milwaukee — The  1935  preferred  play- 
date  law  was  voided  here  by  a permanent 
federal  injunction  restraining  officials 
from  enforcing  it.  The  writ,  issued  by 
Judges  F.  A.  Geiger,  Milwaukee;  Patrick 
T.  Stone,  Madison,  and  Evan  A.  Evans, 
Chicago,  replaces  a temporary  injunction 
issued  in  1935  at  the  request  of  major 
film  exchanges. 

The  petitioners  claimed  the  state  law 
would  disrupt  their  business  by  permitting 
exhibition  of  films  in  neighborhood  houses 
before  downtown  theatres  showed  them. 
The  court  held  the  law  void  because  it 
took  away  rights  given  by  copyright  laws. 

Complainants  in  the  action  were  Vita- 
graph,  Inc.,  Universal  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.,  RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer  Distributing  Corp.,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox Film  Corp.,  and  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Co. 

The  measure  was  sponsored  by  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  in  the  state  and  was 
taken  into  court  by  the  exchanges  shortly 
after  its  passage  by  the  legislature. 


Sex  Films  Back  at  Woods 

Chicago — Sex  product  again  is  being 
featured  at  the  Woods  Theatre.  Two  of 
the  recent  offerings  included  “Wages  of 
Sin”  and  “Ecstasy”  in  one  double-bill,  and 
“Wajan”  and  “Federal  Man-Hunt”  on  an- 
other. 


Leo  J.  Vaudreuil,  deputy  attorney  gen- 
eral appointed  by  Gov.  Philip  F.  La  Fol- 
lette  to  prosecute  the  case,  was  unsuc- 
cessful in  securing  a verdict  against  the 
Kenosha  Theatre  in  Kenosha  earlier  in 
the  year  on  a similar  charge. 

In  winning  its  case,  the  defense  ad- 
mitted that  the  theatres  company  oper- 
ates Bank  Night  at  a profit  and  that  it 
does  not  hand  out  absentee  cards  free. 
Among  those  testifying  in  the  action  was 
Frank  L.  Koppelberger,  general  manager 
and  treasurer  of  the  theatres  company, 
who  refuted  the  state’s  testimony  to  the 
effect  that  there  are  80,000  or  more  per- 
sons registered  at  the  Rivoli  by  declaring 
that  actually  there  are  between  48,000  and 
49,000  registered. 


ITPA  Will  Thrash 
"Early  Bird"  Price 


Milwaukee — ITPA  of  Wisconsin  has 
named  a committee  comprised  of  R.  A. 
Tesch,  Charles  Trampe,  E.  F.|  Maertz, 
Harry  Perlewitz  and  A.  C.  Gutenberg,  to 
call  upon  exchange  managers  here  in  an 
effort  to  bring  about  a solution  to  the 
“early  bird”  admission  price  situation. 

The  association  also  shortly  will  name 
a committee  to  negotiate  with  the  Build- 
ing Service  Employe’s  International  union. 
Local  150,  covering  janitors  in  local  inde- 
pendent houses.  Contract  with  the  union 
expired  December  31. 

Tesch,  business  manager  of  the  asso- 
ciation, contends  that  early  bird  admis- 
sions are  imfair  and  unjust  because  they 
enable  the  larger  prior-run  houses  to  at- 
tract patronage  at  a lower  admission  price 
than  the  time  of  exhibition  with  respect 
to  “protection”  entitled  them  to. 

He  suggests  that  theatres  eliminate  give- 
aways and  games  and  embark  on  a single 
feature  policy,  including  a well  balanced 
program  of  short  subjects. 


Remodel  Capitol 

Morrison,  III.  — 'The  Capitol  Theatre 
here,  operated  by  the  Bailey  circuit  of 
Princeton,  has  been  remodeled.  New  sound 
and  projection  are  included  in  the  work, 
with  new  seats  to  be  installed  shortly.  The 
new  work  will  include  also  a new  “V”-type 
canopy  on  the  front  of  the  theatre. 


Milwaukee  — Independent  Milwaukee 
county  exhibitors  have  pledged  to  dis- 
continue all  games  of  chance  in  their  the- 
atres, providing  law  enforcement  officials 
impartially  enforce  the  lottery  laws  on  or 
before  February  1. 

Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  general  manager 
of  the  Fox-Wisconsin  Theatres,  in  confer- 
ence with  Ray  A.  Tesch,  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Independent  Theatres  Protec- 
tive Ass’n  of  Wisconsin,  and  several  com- 
mitteemen, agreed  that  the  22  theatres 
operated  by  his  circuit  in  the  county 
would  discontinue  all  games  of  chance 
providing  “other  theatres”  outlaw  gaming. 

Another  phase  of  Bingo  operations  de- 
veloped December  30  when  the  city  at- 
torney’s office  refused  to  issue  Warrants 
charging  violation  of  the  ctiy  anti-gam- 
bling ordinances  against  ten  unnamed  the- 
atres, fraternal  organizations  and  hall 
operators. 

Warrants  had  been  requested  by  the 
police  department  after  officers  investi- 
gated Bingo  playing  halls.  Warrants  were 
desired  so  operators  of  theatres  and  halls 
in  each  of  the  city’s  seven  police  dis- 
tricts could  be  held  for  test  trial. 

Asst.  City  Attorney  Leo  Hanley  held  evi- 
dence submitted  by  the  investigating  of- 
ficers was  insufficient  to  warrant  prose- 
cution. 

Independent  exhibitors  have  pledged  to 
discontinue  their  games,  including  Bingo, 
Hollywood  and  Bank  Roll,  by  January  15, 
providing  the  lottery  laws  are  impartially 
enforced. 


Names  and  Incidents  in 
WB's  "Nazi  Spy"  Film 

Chicago  — The  newest  recruit  to  the 
ranks  of  technical  advisors  and  such  in 
Hollywood,  Leon  G.  Turrou,  ex-G-man, 
passed  through  the  city  en  route  to  the 
west  coast.  Prior  to  leaving  on  the  Santa 
Fe  Chief,  he  told  of  his  experiences  ap- 
prehending Nazi  spies  and  his  plans  to  aid 
Warners  in  production  of  their  forthcom- 
ing film,  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 

The  man  who  trailed  criminals  for 
Uncle  Sam  all  over  the  country  for  10  years, 
said  that  through  filming  of  his  story,  he 
hopes  the  people  in  the  United  States  will 
awaken  to  the  dangers  they  are  facing  in 
these  troubled  times.  He  said  factual  in- 
cidents and  names  will  be  used  in  the  film 
that  is  to  star  Edward  G.  Robinson.  Work 
on  the  picture  begins  this  month.  After 
that  Turrou  begins  a lecture  tour. 

His  book,  “Nazi  Spies  in  America,”  is  to 
be  published  January  27. 
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B&K  Intensifies  Competition 
With  Name  Stage  Shows 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago  — While  Jones,  Linick  and 
Schaefer  still  maintain  they  will  not  be 
di’awn  into  any  price  war  over  admissions 
with  B&K  in  the  State-Lake  and  Oriental 
situation  in  the  loop,  it  is  becoming  evi- 
dent that  B&K  is  putting  the  pressure  on 
with  high-calibre  flesh  presentations  at 
the  newly-opened  State-Lake. 

Aaron  Jones  jr.,  told  Boxoffice  that  the 
Oriental  is  doing  well  with  its  present  price 
policy  of  40  cents  top  week  nights  and  55 
cents  top  over  the  weekends  and  holidays, 
and  that  the  circuit  plans  to  keep  that 
schedule  as  long  as  the  boxoffice  holds  up. 

This,  despite  the  fact  that  the  State- 
Lake  opened  to  practically  “terrific”  busi- 
ness, as  Pilmrow  put  it,  during  Christmas 
week  with  Helen  Morgan  and  Dick  Foran 
in  person.  The  pace  fell  off  a little  this 
week  with  Lillian  Roth  and  other  top  acts 
on  the  stage.  The  current  stage  group  is 
headed  by  Paramount’s  Eleanore  Whitney, 
with  Romo  Vincent  scheduled  next  and 
other  names  to  follow.  The  one  draw- 
back is  that  the  house  must  play  B prod- 
uct, the  first  three  pictures  having  been 
“Campus  Confessions,”  “Crime  Takes  a 
Holiday,”  and  “Torchy  Gets  Her  Man.” 

The  State-Lake  and  Oriental  are  both 
running  with  about  the  same  nut  weekly, 
but  experienced  exhibitors  feel  that  the 
40  cent  State-Lake  top  necessitates  the 
house  doing  practically  capacity  all  shows 
to  hit  the  black,  even  though  film-rental 
for  the  State-Lake  is  extremely  low. 

Thus  far,  the  Chicago  Theatre,  across 
the  street  from  the  State-Lake  has  not 
suffered,  but  it  appears  that,  should  B&K 
continue  to  throw  in  such  outstanding 
stage  attractions  at  the  State-Lake,  some 
of  the  family  patronage  from  the  circuit’s 
ace  house  will  travel  over  to  the  lower- 
priced  theatre. 


B6rK  Dividend  for  1938 
Totals  $9L427 

Chicago — B&K  paid  its  last  quarterly  di- 
vidend of  1938  at  the  same  rate  of  $1.75 
a quarter  on  13,061  shares.  This  totals 
$7.00  a share  for  the  year,  and  a total 
dividend  pajmient  of  $91,427  for  1938. 


Kiddie  Shows  Click 

Milwaukee — The  Orpheum  Theatre  in 
Madison  and  the  Kenosha  in  Kenosha  pro- 
moted New  Year’s  eve  parties  for  kiddies 
with  great  success.  The  former  house  held 
its  jamboree  in  the  morning  with  hats, 
horns,  souvenirs  and  noisemakers  included, 
while  the  Kenosha  staged  its  in  the  af- 
ternoon. 


May  Screen  Test  Tucker 

Chicago — Orrin  Tucker,  who  made  a 
Paramount  short  here  last  summer,  and  is 
currently  at  the  Palmer  House  Empire 
Room,  is  expected  to  take  screen  tests 
when  his  band  goes  into  a hotel  engage- 
ment in  San  Francisco  in  March. 


From  15  Cents  to  $1 
He  Packs  'Em 

Chicago — Herb  Elisburg  had  a real 
range  on  prices  for  the  Woods  on  New 
Year's  eve.  Opening  in  the  morning 
with  15  cents,  the  midnight  show  price 
was  $1.00  a person. 

P.  S.:  He  had  full  houses  at  both 
prices. 

Chicago  New  Year's 
Eve  Shows  Pack 


Chicago  — New  Year’s  eve  midnight 
shows  at  all  Chicago  theatres  were  crowded 
to  capacity,  with  most  of  the  houses 
capitalizing  and  getting  top  prices  from 
the  revelers. 

All  of  the  A houses  in  the  loop  upped 
their  prices  from  75  cents  to  $1.10  with 
plenty  of  takers.  The  theatres  ran  special 
New  Year’s  trailers  to  help  the  celebrators 
ring  in  1939  in  style. 

Most  of  the  suburban  theatres  offered 
special  features,  including  vaudeville,  to 
induce  film  fans  to  celebrate  the  turn  of 
the  year  in  their  houses. 

The  good  business  that  ushered  in  the 
new  year  continued  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  week.  The  long  weekend  found  all  of 
the  theatres  well-filled.  The  top  performer 
in  the  loop  easily  was  M-G-M’s  Techni- 
, color  production,  “Sweethearts,”  at  the 
I United  Artists  Theatre,  where  the  SRO 
sign  never  got  a single  moment’s  rest. 
Other  loop  houses  continued  to  do  well, 
with  Bing  Crosby’s  newest,  “Paris  Honey- 
moon,” bringing  the  fans  in  at  the  Chicago 
Theatre. 

The  redecorated  and  remodeled  State- 
Lake  Theatre,  now  one  of  the  best-looking 
houses  in  the  loop,  and  with  the  extreme 
low  top  prices  of  40  cents  at  night,  did 
more  than  its  share  of  business. 


Two  Cameramen  Start 
Year  on  Mine  Disaster 

Chicago  — Two  of  Chicago’s  newsreel 
cameramen  ushered  in  the  new  1939  work- 
ing on  the  grim  mine-disaster  at  Clinton, 
Ind.  Sent  from  here  to  cover  the  scene 
where  19  of  the  20  entombed  men  finally 
were  saved,  were  Orlando  Lippert  for 
Paramount  News,  and  Jack  Barnet  of  Fox- 
Movietone. 

Tony  Caputo  of  Pathe  and  Sam  Savitt  of 
Universal  filmed  the  New  Year’s  eve  cele- 
brators at  the  Congress  Hotel  Casino  party. 
Later  Jack  Lieb  of  News  of  the  Day,  Uni- 
versal’s Sam  Savini  and  Martin  Barnett  for 
Fox,  took  feature  pictures  of  Chicago’s 
famed  Polar  Bear  Club  swimmers,  “enjoy- 
ing” Lake  Michigan’s  frigid  winter  waters. 


jyjRS.  LENA  HESS,  72,  mother  of  Robert 

A.  Hess,  Wisconsin  counsel  for 
ASCAP,  died  in  a local  hospital  last  week. 
Besides  her  son,  whom  she  was  visiting 
at  the  time,  survivors  are  two  daughters. 

George  Fischer,  operator  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  in  West  Allis,  is  convalescing 
from  a recent  illness. 

E.  F.  Maertz,  president  of  the  ITPA  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  will  rep- 
resent that  organization  as  official  dele- 
gate to  the  national  Allied  convention. 
Five  or  six  other  members  from  the  Wis- 
consin association  are  expected  to  ac- 
company him. 

Jack  Draginis  has  installed  new  seats 
and  carpeting  in  his  Classic  Theatre  in 
Waupun. 

Harvey  Buchanan  staged  a jitterbug 
contest  on  the  stage  of  his  Palace  Theatre 
in  Superior  on  New  Year’s  eve. 

Russell  Pettingill  has  added  two  1,000- 
watt  flood  lamps  to  the  parking  equip- 
ment adjacent  to  his  Superior  Theatre  in 
Superior.  The  house  reports  an  increased 
demand  for  lighted  parking  space. 

Henry  C.  Anderson  opened  his  new 
$30,000  Vogue  Theatre  in  Arcadia  on 
Christmas  Day.  Anderson  was  formerly 
associated  with  the  Miner  Amusement  Co. 
in  Chippewa  Falls. 

John  Vorron  is  being  held  in  the  Juneau 
county  jail  on  charges  of  having  taken 
two  small  banks  from  the  office  of  the 
Classic  Theatre  at  Waupun,  containing 
$26.05. 

Miss  Lucile  Forbes,  operator  of  the  Bon- 
ham Theatre  at  Prairie  du  Sac,  has  taken 
over  the  Cosmo  Theatre  at  Merrill  from 
A.  L.  Robarge.  She  has  announced  a new 
policy  for  program  changes  with  new  pic- 
tures opening  on  Sundays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays. 

Five  M-G-M  Films  of  18 
Best  Listed  by  Tinee 

Chicago  — Five  M-G-M  pictures  were 
among  the  18  best  listed  for  1938  by  the 
Chicago  Tribune’s  critic,  Mae  Tinee.  They 
were  “Of  Human  Hearts,”  “The  Hardy 
Series,”  “Boys  Town,”  “The  Citadel,”  and 
“Marie  Antoinette.”  The  critic  did  not  list 
the  group  in  any  order.  'The  remainder 
of  the  group  included: 

“In  Old  Chicago”  and  “Alexander’s  Rag- 
time Band,”  20th-Fox;  “The  Hurricane” 
and  “Algiers,”  UA;  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  and  “Stage  Door,”  RKO; 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  Columbia; 
“Letter  of  Introduction,”  Universal;  ‘Wells 
Fargo,”  Paramount;  “Four  Daughters,” 
WB,  and  three  foreign  films,  “Mayerling,” 
“Amphitryon,”  and  “The  Courier  of 
Lyons.” 


Lighten  Assignment 
Hollywood — Louis  D.  Lighton  will  pro- 
duce “Sweepstakes”  at  Metro,  from  an 
original  by  Charles  Martin. 
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M A C I M E 

^HE  oldest  theatre  in  Racine,  the  Rex, 

formerly  known  as  the  Racine  Theatre, 
where  for  years  the  leading  productions 
of  the  legitimate  stage  were  presented, 
opened  its  doors  on  December  31,  after 
being  closed  for  several  years.  The  Rex, 
which  is  one  of  five  houses  in  the  down- 
town section  of  the  city,  is  under  the 
management  of  Stan  Kohlberg,  who  for- 
merly operated  the  Granada  here.  Ex- 
tensive remodeling  and  renovating  preceded 
the  opening,  and  all  new  sound  equip- 
ment wbs  installed,  as  well  as  new  seats, 
canopy  and  front.  A double  feature  pol- 
icy was  announced  by  Manager  Kohlberg, 
who  plans  to  stimulate  boxoffice  receipts 
through  a complete  line  of  premiums  to 
attract  patrons.  A series  of  amateur  shows, 
which  proved  popular  under  Kohlberg’s 
management  at  the  Granada  Theatre,  with 
Ray  Gruis,  WRJN  staff  organist,  in  charge, 
will  begin  shortly,  and  occasional  stage 
attractions  are  promised. 

New  Year’s  eve  midnight  shows  were  held 
in  the  majority  of  the  first  run  and 
neighborhood  houses.  At  Warner’s  Vene- 
tian, a packed  house  saw  “Sweethearts,” 
joined  in  community  singing  to  the  music 
of  WRJN’s  staff  organist,  and  received 
noisemakers  and  favors.  Other  special  at- 
tractions were  arranged  for  patrons  of 
other  houses. 

At  an  hour  when  most  of  the  world  is 
fast  asleep,  bowlers  in  the  theatre  bowling 
league  roll  their  first  balls  iat  a down- 
town alley.  Each  Tuesday  night  bowling 
teams,  recruited  from  the  managers,  ush- 
ers, operators  and  other  members  of  the 
Racine  theatre’s  personnels,  bowl  in  league 
competition,  starting  at  the  earliest  at 
11:30. 

A,  C.  Zaring  Is  Host  to 
Nearly  L200  Orphans 

Indianapolis — Approximately  1,200  or- 
phans were  the  guests  of  A.  C.  Zaring  of 
the  Zaring  Theatre  at  a show  which  has 
been  an  annual  event  for  the  last  13  years. 

Two  hours  of  fun  were  arranged,  in- 
cluding a Shirley  Temple  feature,  a Dis- 
ney cartoon,  and  a stage  show  of  talented 
children. 

The  films  were  shows  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  20th  Century-Fox  and  RKO. 
The  stage  show  was  presented  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Stockman  Dance  Studios. 

Upon  leaving  the  theatre,  each  child 
was  given  a bag  of  candy. 


Indiana  Indorsers  Label 
24  as  "Recommended" 

Indianapolis  — Twenty-four  out  of  40 
films  reviewed  by  the  Indiana  Indorsers 
of  Photoplays  during  the  month  were 
recommended  as  good  entertainment.  The 
remaining  16,  while  recommended,  were 
classed  as  “mediocre”  and  far  below  stand- 
ard production. 

The  organization  condemned  “horror” 
and  “crime”  films,  especially  for  children 
and  asserted  it  was  time  the  film  makers 
quit  producing  “war”  pictures. 


Depositions  From  26  to  Start 


B&K  Attorneys 


Film  Industry  Aids 
Legion  Program 

St.  Louis — A major  step  in  the  Amer- 
icanism program  of  the  American  Le- 
gion has  been  the  voluntary  coopera- 
tion of  the  motion  picture  industry, 
Homer  Chaillaux,  national  director  of 
the  program,  said  while  here  last  week. 


Lipstone  Is  Paramount 
Studio  Music  Head 

Chicago — Louis  R.  Lipstone,  musical 
director  and  production  head  for  the 
Balaban  & Katz  circuit,  has  been  appoint- 
ed head  of  Paramount  studio’s  music  de- 
partment, succeeding  Boris  Morros,  re- 
signed. 

Lipstone,  after  a brief  Hollywood  visit, 
returned  here  to  spend  the  New  Year 
holidays  with  his  family.  He  leaves  for 
the  film  capital  January  10  to  assume 
his  new  post. 

Lipstone  joined  B&K  in  1917  as  orches- 
tra conductor,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  1926  when  he  was  elevated  to  mu- 
sical director.  In  1930  he  took  on  added 
duties  as  head  of  the  production  depart- 
ment. 

Third  B&K  Graduate 
To  Hollywood 

Chicago — Lou  Lipstone,  who  reports  to 
Paramount  about  January  15  as  musical 
director,  is  the  third  B&K  graduate  to 
enter  the  group  of  musical  top-notchers 
in  Hollywood. 

The  current  M-G-M  musical  director, 
Nat  Finston,  left  his  post  as  conductor  of 
the  Chicago  Theatre  orchestra  to  assume 
that  position.  Charles  Previn,  now  at 
Universal,  was  similarly  a conductor  of  the 
Chicago  orchestra  before  going  to  Holly- 
wood. 

St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 
Stockholders  to  Elect 

St.  Louis — The  annual  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  will  be  held  at  Room  813,  Ambassador 
Bldg.,  411  North  7th  St.,  according  to  an 
announcement  by  President  Thomas  N. 
Dysart.  The  meeting  will  elect  five  direc- 
tors to  serve  during  the  coming  year  and 
will  transact  such  other  business  as  may 
properly  come  before  the  gathering.  For- 
mer Mayor  Frederick  H.  Kreisman  is  sec- 
retary of  the  company.  Its  fleet  of  neigh- 
borhood and  suburban  houses  is  operated 
under  a management  contract  with  the 
Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  which  hold  a 
substantial  block  of  stock  in  the  company. 


To  "Racketeer"  Cast 

Hollywood  — Frank  Martin,  Charles 
Hamilton  and  Lee  Prather  have  been  add- 
ed to  the  cast  of  Columbia’s  “Racketeers.” 


Action 


Chicago — With  the  announcement  that 
all  other  of  the  independent  exliibitor 
plaintiffs  in  the  suit  will  be  depositioned 
in  the  near  future,  attorneys  for  B&K 
and  Paramount  begin  depositions  January 
13  of  26  independent  exhibitors  in  the 
clearance  suit  here.  Hearings  are  before 
Master  in  Chancery  Charles  A.  McDonald, 
sitting  for  Judge  James  H.  Wilkerson. 

After  serving  notice  of  the  deposition 
action,  B&K  and  Paramount  attorneys  had 
the  clerk  of  the  court  issue  witness  sub- 
poenas. Boxoffice  information  was  that 
the  independent  exhibitors  to  be  called 
will  be  examined  with  respect  to  their 
assets  and  liabilities,  profits  and  losses, 
their  contracts  with  independent  ex- 
changes, and  the  stock  ownership  or  other 
partnership  participation  of  their  theatres. 

Weymuth  Kirkland,  Robert  N.  Golding 
and  Thomas  Thomas,  of  the  firm  of  Kirk- 
land, Fleming,  Green,  Martin  & Ellis, 
were  conducting  the  questioning  for  B&K 
and  Paramount.  Also  present  were  the 
independents’  attorneys,  Joseph  Rosenberg 
and  Aaron  Stein,  who  have  announced 
that  they,  too,  plan  to  take  depositions 
in  the  case. 

Chicago  exhibitors  subpoenaed  for  hear- 
ing include  Julius  Goodman,  Lou  Harri- 
son, Lester  Retschen,  W.  and  V.  Vase- 
lopulos,  George  Christos,  George  Nicku- 
lopulos,  Basil  Cherukas,  Louis  Spirison, 
Harry  Reckas,  David  and  Oscar  Brotman, 
Anna  Ostrovsky,  Louis  Brecka,  Archie 
Shinburg,  Elmer  Benesch,  Joseph  and 
Charles  Stern,  Jacob  Lasker,  Ben  and  A1 
Bartlestein,  Sam  Banovitz  and  John  Sema- 
dalos.  It  was  said  that  those  called  were 
picked  at  random,  and  that  the  number 
was  limited  because  the  master  could 
grant  only  three  days  this  week  for  hear- 
ings. 

Hollywood  Amusement 
Suit  Set  lanuary  27 

Chicago — Filed  some  months  ago,  the 
patent  infringement  suit  of  Hollywood 
Amusement  Co.  against  Great  States  The- 
atres and  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres  has 
been  set  for  hearing  in  federal  court  be- 
fore Master  in  Chancery  Jacob  I.  Gross- 
man  on  Friday,  January  27,  to  whom  it 
was  assigned  by  Federal  Judge  James  H. 
Wilkerson. 

Screen  Games  Attractions,  also  a party 
to  the  suit  through  intervention,  is  ex- 
pected to  make  the  pleas  for  the  defense. 

Theatre-Operating  Firm 
Forms  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — The  Rex  Theatre  Corp., 
1144  Consolidated  Bldg.,  has  been  formed 
to  operate  theatres.  Marc  J.  Wolf  is  resi- 
dent agent;  capital  stock  is  1,000  shares 
of  no  par  value. 

Incorporators  are  Marc  J.  Wolf,  Robert 
L.  Young,  and  Albert  R.  Blocher. 
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Paper  Appeals  to  Wm.  Green  to 
Relieve  Unit  of  Nick  Control 


St.  Louis — The  St.  Louis  Post- Dispatch, 
which  has  been  conducting  a bitter  per- 
sonal crusade  for  the  official  life  of  John 
P.  Nick,  international  vice-president  of  the 
lATSE,  in  its  issue  of  Sunday,  January  1, 
prints  a story  that  an  appeal  has  been  sent 
to  William  Green,  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  to  relieve  Local 
No.  143  of  the  lATSE  of  “domination” 
by  Nick. 

The  paper  states  that  such  a letter  was 
sent  to  Green  December  31  and  alleges 
that  it  was  sent  by  persons  claiming  to 
be  members  of  No.  143,  and  also  that 
copies  of  the  letter  were  sent  to  George 
E.  Browne,  international  president  of  the 
lATSE,  and  to  the  Post -Dispatch.  Tlie 
letter  bore  no  signatures,  the  paper  stated. 


St.  Louis — Complete  confidence  in 
the  manner  John  P.  Nick,  international 
vice-president,  has  been  handling  the 
affairs  of  Local  143,  lATSE,  was  voted 
here  January  ^ at  a three-hour  meet- 
ing of  the  organization. 

Clyde  Weston,  business  manager, 
announced  133  votes  for  Nick’s  policies. 
No  negative  votes  were  recorded. 
Fifteen  members,  who  were  absent, 
did  not  vote. 


The  Post-Dispatch  reports  that  the  letter 
charged  that  Nick  had  “infested  Local 
No.  143  with  gangsters  and  ex-convicts, 
deprived  its  members  of  any  and  all  rights 
of  local  autonomy,  relegated  members 
working  on  better  paying  jobs  for  years 
to  lower  brackets  in  order  to  make  room 
and  give  better  paying  jobs  to  his  tools, 
and  instigated  fear  among  the  members.” 

The  current  crusade  being  waged  by  the 
Post-Dispatch  against  Nick  is  similar  to 
that  conducted  by  the  same  newspaper 
against  the  late  Arthur  Schading,  business 
agent  of  the  Electrical  Workers  Union,  up 
to  the  time  of  Schading’s  mysterious  as- 
sassination several  weeks  ago. 

Through  lead  editorial  and  cartoons  the 
paper  has  focused  public  attention  on  Nick. 

As  in  the  crusade  against  Schading,  the 
Star-Times,  another  afternoon  newspaper, 
has  tagged  along  behind  the  Post-Dispatch. 
Among  the  matters  again  aired  by  the 
papers  are  funds  said  to  have  been  raised 
by  motion  picture  theatre  owners  in  1936 
and  1937  about  the  time  negotiations  were 
up  with  the  LATSE  concerning  the  an- 
nual wage  scale  and  working  agreement 
for  projectionists.  The  1936  fund  is  said 
to  have  amounted  to  $15,000  and  that 
raised  in  1937  to  only  $7,000.  Fifteen  the- 
atre owners  are  said  to  have  met  one  night 
last  week  to  decide  whether  they  should 
make  public  the  details  of  the  1937  fund. 
The  two  newspapers  hope  to  induce  state 
and  federal  officials  to  check  into  these 
two  alleged  funds. 

In  the  meantime  the  Globe-Democrat, 
the  town’s  third  daily  newspaper,  has  been 
confining  its  news  concerning  the  LATSE 
to  current  happenings,  such  as  the  nego- 
tiations regarding  the  request  of  the  union 
that  neighborhood  theatres  employ  stage 


hands  regardless  of  whether  they  have 
stage  shows,  and  the  fact  that  on  the 
night  of  December  30  John  Lugar,  de- 
scribed by  police  as  a paroled  bank  robber, 
currently  employed  as  a projectionist  at 
the  Webster  Theatre,  was  picked  up  for 
questioning  by  the  police  about  the  shoot- 
ing of  Lee  Baker,  chief  state  witness  in 
a bombing  case. 

Baker  failed  to  identify  Lugar  as  one 
of  the  two  men  who  attempted  to  kill  him 
a short  time  before  the  trial  of  Izzy  Londe 
on  the  bombing  charge.  Lugar  was  re- 
leased from  custody.  Londe  was  convicted 
through  Baker’s  testimony  and  his  pun- 
ishment fixed  at  25  years  imprisonment. 
He  is  at  liberty  on  an  appeal  bond. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  as  an  interna- 
tional officer  Nick  took  over  the  adminis- 
tration of  Local  No.  143  about  three  years 
ago  when  a petition  of  members  complain- 
ing about  the  previous  management  of  the 
local  was  presented  to  the  international 
headquarters.  Under  his  direction,  the  of- 
ficial personnel  of  the  local  was  reorganized 
as  had  been  requested  in  the  petition.  As 
in  many  labor  organizations  there  has 
always  been  a minority  faction  in  Local 
No.  143. 


Holt  Starts  One 

Hollywood — Jack  Holt  this  week  started 
work  in  Columbia’s  “Wreckage,”  a military 
drama. 


Recall  Iroquis  Fire 


Chicago — Fire  Commissioner  Michael  J. 
Corrigan  commemorated  the  fatal  Iroquis 
Theatre  fire  of  1903  when  he  sounded  a 
4-11  signal  in  memory  of  the  575  men, 
women  and  children  who  died  in  that 
catastrophe.  The  ceremony  took  place 
in  the  council  chambers  of  the  city  hall, 
sponsored  by  the  Iroquis  Memorial  Ass’n, 
consisting  of  survivors  and  their  relatives. 

Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  proclaimed  the 
memorial  service  with  his  proclamation: 
“The  sacrifice  of  their  lives  was  not  in 
vain  because  the  disaster  focused  national 
attention  upon  the  need  for  greater  cau- 
tion and  stricter  fire  prevention  require- 
ments and  did  bring  about  the  establish- 
ment of  such  requirements.” 

Commissioner  Corrigan  sounded  the 
original  alarm  35  years  ago  when  he  was 
a young  pipeman  with  the  fire  depart- 
ment. Idling  about  the  fire  department 
quarters  he  noticed  the  smoke  pouring 
from  the  new  theatre  and  turned  in  the 
alarm.  Though  the  theatre  was  considered 
fire  proof,  the  contents  were  not  and  the 
flimsy  scenery  caught  fire.  A gale  through 
open  doors  sent  an  almost  explosive  sheet 
of  flame  roaring  through  the  auditorium. 
Those  few  actually  died  of  bums,  scores 
were  killed  through  suffocation,  others 
were  trampled  to  death.  The  deaths  were 
higher  in  the  balconies  where  the  in- 
swinging doors  were  blocked  by  the  au- 
dience’s panic-stricken  stampede. 


0HARLiES  REAGAN,  western  division 

manager  for  Paramount,  arrived  here 
Friday  after  spending  Christmas  with  his 
parents  in  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.,  his  home 
town.  His  visit  here  is  on  business. 

Charles  Olson,  operator  of  the  Lyric 
Theatre,  is  in  Chicago  seeking  talent  for 
his  stage  shows. 

Bob  (Robert)  Hesseldenz,  formerly  with 
the  Bair  circuit,  has  assumed  his  new 
duties  as  assistant  manager  of  the  Wil- 
liston  circuit. 

Ted  Nicholas,  manager  of  the  Lyric 
Theatre,  spent  several  days  in  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.,  on  business. 

George  R.  Frank,  United  Artists  branch 
manager,  with  his  wife  and  child,  are  in 
New  Orleans.  They  saw  TCU  whip  Car- 
negie Tech,  15  to  7,  in  the  Sugar  Bowl 
classic. 

The  Idaho  Theatre,  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
built  by  Ross  Garver  and  Morris  Reink- 
ing, opened  December  31.  The  house  was 
completely  furnished  by  National  Theatre 
Supply. 

R.  W.  Baker,  formerly  with  the  local 
Paramount  exchange  and  now  in  Milwau- 
kee, spent  the  New  Year  here  with  friends. 

Joe  Bohn,  office  manager  of  Big  Feature 
Rights  Exchange,  went  to  Cincinnati  Fri- 
day to  confer  with  Lee  Goldberg,  presi- 
dent. 

Fred  Wehrenberg  Takes 
Normandy  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — The  Normandy  Theatre,  Na- 
tural Bridge  road,  Normandy,  St.  Louis 
county,  has  been  taken  over  by  Fred 
Wehrenberg  and  is  to  be  operated  in  con- 
junction with  the  Studio  Theatre  on 
Natural  Bridge  Road  in  Pine  Lawn,  which 
is  also  in  the  Wehrenberg  circuit. 

The  Normandy  was  closed  January  3 
and  was  scheduled  to  remain  dark  on 
January  4 and  5 while  it  was  renovated 
and  remodeled.  The  plans  called  for  a new 
ventilating  system  and  a new  screen,  etc. 

Both  houses  are  to  be  under  the  personal 
direction  of  E.  E.  Rudolph  jr„  who  has 
been  interested  with  Wehrenberg  in  the 
Studio.  Victor  Vacarea  is  to  be  manager 
of  the  Normandy  when  it  reopens  under 
the  new  management  on  January  6.  The 
house  has  699  seats.  The  building  is  owned 
by  Jack  and  Marshall  Harris  of  Fergu- 
son, Mo. 

Wehrenberg  operates  the  Savoy  in 
Ferguson  and  also  the  Melba,  Cinderella, 
Virginia,  Michigan,  Apollo  and  Melvin  in 
St.  Louis  and  the  Southway  and  Lemay 
in  the  Lemay  district  of  St.  Louis  County 
just  south  of  St.  Louis. 

Until  recently  the  Normandy  had  been 
operated  by  the  Harris  brothers  under  a 
management  arrangement  with  Greenman 
Theatres,  Inc.,  headed  by  Harry  Green- 
man. 


“Donald's  Lucky  Day" 

Hollywood — “Donald’s  Lucky  Day,”  a 
Walt  Disney  short,  will  be  released  by  RKO 
on  Friday,  January  13. 
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Observers  Foresee  Long  Grind 
For  Missouri  Lawmakers 


C IHI 11  C A Cl  O 

“gENTUCKY,”  20th  Century-Pox  picture 
of  the  thoroughbred  racing  horses  of 
America,  which  caused  quite  a lot  of  fa- 
vorable comment  at  the  screening  at  the 
Esquire  Theatre,  goes  into  the  Chicago 
Theatre  next  week. 

Jocfc  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  amusement 
division  of  the  two -million- dollar  Chicago 
Jewish  Welfare  Drive  for  the  aid  of  the 
oppressed  peoples  in  Europe. 

So  great  was  the  response  of  the  base- 
ball public  for  the  American  League  and 
National  League  baseball  pictures  that  the 
Chicago  Daily  News  arranged  additional 
shows  to  be  held  this  week.  Tliey  were 
given  at  the  B&K  Berwyn,  Gateway  and 
Varsity  theatres,  the  latter  in  Evanston, 
and  at  the  Warner  Parthenon  in  Ham- 
mond, Ind. 

Alexander  Nepo,  son  of  Harry  Nepo  of 
the  Lindy  Theatre,  has  returned  to  An- 
napolis, where  he  is  a Navy  Plebe,  after 
having  spent  the  holidays  with  his  family. 

Eddie  Silverman  and  his  wife  are  away 
on  a several  weeks’  vacation  on  the  west 
coast. 

Here  are  a couple  of  those  double-fea- 
ture gag  titles  we  noticed  the  other  night: 
“Personal  Secretary” — “Exposed” — at  the 
Woods;  and  “Personal  Secretary,”  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You” — at  several 
neighborhood  bourses. 

Jack  Friedman  was  taking  bows  this 
week  with  the  arrival  of  an  8-pound,  6- 
ounce  baby  boy.  Both  mother  and  son  are 
doing  well  at  Michael  Reese  Hospital. 

Bill  Bishop  of  M-G-M  is  recuperating 
at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  after  an  operation 
. . . Milt  Simons  of  20th  Century-Fox 
bought  himself  a New  Year’s  present,  a 
new  car  . . . Maurice  Rubens  of  Great 
States  is  back  from  his  Florida  trip. 

Here  and  Away:  Jimmy  Cagney  passed 
through  en  route  to  his  home  at  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  Mass.  . . . Richard  A.  Rowland 
of  Eddie  Small  productions,  was  here  to 
screen  a print  of  Small’s  newest  for  UA, 
“The  Duke  of  West  Point”  . . . Alice  Faye 
passed  through  en  route  to  Detroit  to 
spend  New  Year’s  Eve  with  her  hubby, 
Tony  Martin  . . . Bobby  Breen  left  on  the 
Santa  Fe  Chief  for  the  coast  and  more 
picture  work. 


Fire  Was  "Too  Hot" 

St.  Louis — A fire  swept  through  the 
Star  Theatre  early  on  January  2,  a few 
hours  after  the  feature  film  “Too  Hot  to 
Handle”  had  appeared  on  the  screen.  The 
blaze  originated  in  the  rear  of  the  one- 
story  building.  The  cause  has  not  been 
determined.  Christ  Efthin,  owner  of  the 
theatre,  said  the  loss  was  around  $5,000. 
The  theatre  is  located  next  door  to  Engine 
House  No.  10. 


Lawes  Story  to  WB 

Hollywood — “You  Can’t  Get  Away  With 
Murder,”  by  Warden  Lewis  E.  Lawes  and 
Jonathan  Finn,  has  been  purchased  by 
WB. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — As  Missouri’s  new 
general  assembly  convenes  here  many  ob- 
servers predict  the  solons  will  remain  on 
the  job  until  late  into  the  summer  months. 
Tlie  contemplated  length  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  a revision  session,  when 
laws  passed  during  the  past  ten  years  are 
to  be  codified. 

The  Democrats  again  dominate  both  the 
house  and  the  senate,  although  the  mar- 
gin in  the  house  has  been  slightly  re- 
duced, the  Republicans  having  picked  up 
seven  votes.  The  lineup  there  is  98  Demo- 
crats and  52  Republicans.  On  the  senate 
side  of  the  capitol  there  is  again  31  Demo- 
crats and  only  three  Republicans. 

New  revenue  raising  measures  will  be 
among  the  matters  to  come  before  the 
lawmakers.  It  is  certain  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  increase  the  present  state 
sales  tax  rate  about  two  per  cent  and  to 
find  other  means  of  exacting  more  money 
from  going  business  concerns  and  indi- 
viduals to  take  care  of  the  unemployed, 
the  state’s  pensioners  and  indigent  poor 
and  the  ever  growing  army  of  state  em- 
ployes. 

It  is  expected  that  a number  of  meas- 
ures aimed  at  film  trade  interests  probably 
will  bob  up.  Possibilities  that  loom  large 
are  state  censorship  of  pictures  and  mo- 
tion picture  advertising,  a two-operator 
bill  somewhat  along  the  lines  of  the  St. 
Louis  ordinance,  a tightening  of  laws  cov- 
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ering  theatre  construction,  especially  of 
projection  booths,  and  perhaps  special  tax- 
bills  covering  the  footage  of  films  exhibited 
in  Missouri. 

Motion  picture  theatre  owners  of  the 
state  have  formed  special  committees  to 
look  after  their  interests  dirring  this  ses- 
sion. 

State  Auditor  Forrest  Smith  will  ask  a 
“use”  tax  of  two  per  cent  on  goods  pur- 
chased outside  of  Missouri  for  use  within 
the  state.  Smith  is  against  any  increase 
in  the  sales  tax  rate. 

Paramount  News  Review 
Praised  by  Exhibitors 

Chicago  — Paramount  News’  1938  re- 
view newsreel,  issue  Number  42,  caused 
considerable  comment  among  exhibitors 
throughout  the  territory.  Presenting  only 
brief  flashbacks  of  the  news  of  the  year 
and  taking  most  of  the  issue  to  give  Mr. 
Average  American’s  concept  of  the  year’s 
news,  the  reel  received  favorable  attention. 

The  subject  was  screened  for  civic  and 
religious  leaders  several  times  at  Para- 
mount’s exchange,  and  all  agreed  that  it 
was  an  outstanding  issue. 

The  reel  was  held  over  a second  week 
at  the  Chicago  Theatre  as  a special  added 
attraction,  and  similar  holdovers  were  be- 
ing sought  by  exhibitors  throughout  the 
territory. 
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Agnew  to  Preside  at 
District  Meeting 

St.  Louis — Neil  Agnew,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution  for  Paramount,  is 
scheduled  to  preside  at  a three-day  meet- 
ing of  the  company’s  district  sales  man- 
agers and  home  office  executives  to  be 
held  at  the  Coronado  Hotel  here  on  Janu- 
ary 7,  8 and  9. 

Among  those  expected  for  the  gathering 
are  Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  man- 
ager: R.  M.  Gillham,  director  of  publicity 
and  advertising,  and  G.  B.  J.  Frawley, 
Don  Velde,  Alex  Moss,  Herman  Lorber, 
Jack  Roper,  Arthui-  Dunne  and  Fred  Leroy 
from  the  New  York  offices;  Division  Man- 
agers M.  S.  Kusell,  New  York;  W.  H.  Erbb, 
Boston:  H.  H.  Goldstein,  Cleveland;  R.  C. 
LiBeau,  Kansas  City;  H.  W.  Braly,  Dallas; 
G.  A.  Smith,  Los  Angeles;  Ben  Blotcky, 
Minneapolis:  Allen  Usher,  Chicago,  and 
Harold  F.  Wilkes,  Atlanta, 


St  Louis  Theatre  Fire 
Coniined  to  Stage 

St,  Louis — Damage  estimated  at  about 
$8,000,  which  was  fully  covered  by  in- 
surance, resulted  from  a fire  January  4 
in  the  backstage  section  of  the  Granada 
Theatre  here,  a link  in  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  chain. 

When  firemen  entered  the  theatre,  they 
found  the  large  asbestos  fire  curtain  had 
dropped  across  the  entire  front  of  the 
stage,  preventing  the  spread  of  flames  into 
the  main  section  of  the  house. 

Technicians  of  the  operating  company 
have  made  necessary  repairs  on  the  house 
and  the  Granada  is  now  open  for  busi- 
ness. James  Irving  is  the  manager. 


A,  H.  Safarty  Injured  in 
Automobile  Accident 

Springfield,  III. — A.  H.  Safarty,  St. 
Louis  salesman  for  Universal  films,  was 
critically  injured  when  the  automobile 
he  was  driving  crashed  into  the  side  of  a 
Pennsylvania  railroad  engine  at  a grade 
crossing  about  12  miles  north  of  Decatur. 
Safarty,  well-known  in  Springfield,  suf- 
fered a skull  fracture.  He  was  taken  to 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Decatur. 

Although  his  condition  was  critical,  it 
was  reported  that  he  would  recover.  The 
accident  happened  while  he  was  en  route 
from  Decatur  to  Springfield. 


Theatre  Incorporated 

St.  Louis — The  Comet  Theatre,  Inc.,  has 
been  incorporated  here  with  $10,000  capi- 
tal. The  principal  stockholders  are  Thom- 
as James  Realty  & Investments,  97  shares, 
and  Thomas  James,  John  James  and  Wil- 
liam James,  one  share  each.  The  company 
was  formed  to  conduct  motion  picture  the- 
atres and  other  places  of  public  enter- 
tainment. Thomas  James  is  Interested  in 
several  local  theatres. 


10  Years  Ago 


{From  Boxoffice  Files,  Jan.  5,  1929) 

'piFPANY-STAHL’s  convention,  held  last 

week  ^at  Chicago’s  Stevens  Hotel,  was 
proclaimed  a genuine  success.  Enthusiasm 
marked  the  conclave,  this  being  the  first 
opportunity  for  the  company’s  branch  exec- 
utives to  meet  Oscar  Hanson,  newly  ap- 
pointed general  sales  manager  to  succeed 
E.  J.  Smith. 

C.  C.  Cassady  of  Cloverdale,  Ind.,  has 
taken  over  and  will  operate  the  Tivoli  at 
Spencer,  Ind.  . . . Two  Negro  bandits  last 
week  shot  and  killed  Manager  Nathan 
Taylor,  Negro,  in  the  office  of  Chicago’s 
Metropolitan  Theatre  and  escaped  with 
over  $1,000  . . . Joe  Abramson,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Chicago  Film  Board  of 
Trade,  and  his  wife,  were  hosts  to  several 
well-known  Filmrowites  at  a reception 
Christmas  eve.  Sammy  and  Mrs.  Krim- 
stein  were  guests  of  honor. 

Elmer  Benesch,  manager  of  Chicago’s 
Avon,  was  robbed  for  the  fifth  time  last 
week  . . . The  Strand,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind., 
has  relighted  . . . Film  stars  will  soon 
speak  from  the  screen  of  the  Jefferson, 
Huntington,  Ind.  Ditto  for  the  Pantheon, 
Vincennes,  Ind.  . . . A1  Jolson  is  slated  to 
start  work  on  WB’s  “Mammy.” 

Malters  Bros,  have  taken  over  the  Grand 
at  Bluffton,  Ind.,  from  H.  S.  Logan  . . . 
H.  C.  Braun  has  bought  Lewis  Hibbert’s 
interest  in  the  Eastland,  Indianapolis  . . . 
Max  Reinhardt,  German  theatrical  pro- 
ducer and  director,  spent  several  hours  in 
Chicago  last  week,  en  route  to  Hollywood. 

'The  St.  Louis  grand  jury  is  expected  to 
investigate  an  alleged  shortage  of  more 
than  $6,530  in  the  funds  of  the  Grand 
Opera  House,  picture-vaudeville  theatre 
. . . A.  R.  Dietz  of  the  St.  Louis  Pathe 
exchange  is  leaving  the  company  to  take 
charge  of  World  Wide  pictures  in  the 
territory. 


M.  O.  Wells  Is  Elected 
President  of  CAPA 

Chicago — M.  O.  Wells  is  the  new  presi- 
dent of  CAPA,  elected  at  the  recent  meet- 
ing. Other  officers  are  Sid  Stern,  vice- 
president;  Jack  Krichever,  secretary;  Jack 
Rubin,  treasurer;  Mort  Green,  sergeant- 
at-arms,  and  Ted  Morris,  director  of  pub- 
lic relations. 

The  club  was  to  raffle  off  its  automobile 
at  the  Paradise  Ballroom  Saturday,  Janu- 
ary 7.  The  proceeds  will  go  to  the  CAPA 
charity  fund. 


BOWLING 


Chicago  — Republic  continues  to  pull 
ahead  of  the  pack  in  the  film  bowling 
league,  with  Universal,  Paramount,  and 
Film  Carriers  fighting  it  out  for  the  run- 
nerup  post.  The  standings: 


AVon 


Kepublic  33 

I'niversal  26 

Paramount  24 

Film  Carriers  23 

Essaness  20 

Photopla.v  1’^ 

National  Screen  16 

30th  Century-Fox  10 


Post 

10 

16 

18 

19 

33 

35 

36 
33 


False  Impressions 
Bg  U.  S.  Films 

Superior,  Wis. — Henri  Diamant-Berger, 
French  motion  picture  director,  one  of  a 
group  of  five  men  here  to  direct  the  tran- 
scribing of  the  loading  of  an  ore  vessel 
for  release  abroad,  declares  films  pro- 
duced here  and  sent  abroad  give  Europeans 
the  impression  that  about  50  per  cent  of 
Americans  are  gangsters  and  the  other  50 
per  cent  millionaires. 

Diamont-Berger  labels  Charlie  Chaplin 
the  favorite  actor  abroad  with  Greta  Gar- 
bo, Marlene  Dietrich,  Katharine  Hepburn, 
Ginger  Rogers  and  Fred  Astaire  as  run- 
ners-up. 

“Walt  Disney  is  an  idol  with  the  French 
for  his  creative  work,”  Diamant-Berger 
says.  “Mickey  Mouse,  however,  has  lost 
much  of  his  appeal,  but  the  Silly  Sym- 
phonies and  films  like  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs,’  which  was  interpreted 
into  French,  are  much  in  demand.” 

American  films  sacrifice  truths  and  real- 
ism for  flavor,  while  French  movies  are 
realistic,  Diamant-Berger  declares.  The 
recordings  made  at  the  Head  of  the  Lakes 
were  under  the  technical  supervision  of 
J.  E.  Holmes,  chief  of  NBC  transcriptions. 

Marion  County  PT  Group 
To  Film  Activities 

Indianapolis — A motion  picture  film  of 
of  the  varied  activities  of  the  Marion 
County  Council  of  Parents  and  Teachers 
will  be  made  and  added  to  the  educational 
film  library  of  the  coimty.  Plans  for  the 
making  of  the  motion  picture  were  an- 
nounced at  a meeting  of  the  council  in  the 
Hotel  Severin. 

J.  Malcolm  Dunn,  superintendent  of 
Marion  county  schools  outside  Indianapolis, 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Kenneth  Baker,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Lewis  and  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Goll. 

Ruben  Is  Happy  Over 
Indiana's  Outlook 

Michigan  City,  Ind.  — Maurice  Ruben, 
president  of  Associated  Theatre  Owners 
of  Indiana,  Allied  affiliate,  said  here  that 
the  outlook  for  the  new  year  is  brighter  in 
Indiana  with  more  cooperation  among  the- 
atre owners. 

“We  have  come  along  in  1938  in  great 
shape,”  Ruben  told  Boxoffice,  “We  have 
added  about  100  new  members  to  our  ros- 
ter this  year,  and  they  are  coming  in  now 
at  the  rate  of  12  to  15  a month.  We  ex- 
pect to  add  during  1939  many  more  to  our 
present  membership  list  of  more  than  300 
theatres.” 


Charity  Benefits 

St.  Louis  — Father  Tim  Dempsey’s 
Charities  here  realized  a check  for  $3,689.40 
firom  the  All-Star  Revue  held  Christmas 
and  New  Year’s  at  the  Municipal  Audito- 
rium. Bobby  Breen  was  among  those  who 
donated  their  services. 
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Bank  Night  Formal 
Missouri  Blackout 

Kansas  City — Bank  Night  closed  its 
books  in  Kansas  City  when,  on  request  of 
Russell  T.  Boyle,  assistant  prosecutor.  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Brown  Harris  dismissed  the 
case  of  Missouri  vs.  R.  W.  McEwan,  Bank 
Night  distributor. 

Peak  in  the  use  of  Bank  Night  already 
had  passed  in  the  state  when  the  suit 
against  McEwan  was  filed  in  May,  1936, 
and  since  then  the  theatre  promotion  has, 
it  is  understood,  disappeared  completely  in 
Missouri. 

The  suit  against  McEwan  was  in  the 
nature  of  a test  case,  and  was  filed  sim- 
ply to  determine  whether  or  not  Bank 
Night  was  a lottery  under  the  Missouri 
anti-lottery  statutes.  In  Jime,  1936,  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Marion  D.  Waltner  handed 
down  an  opinion  that  Bank  Night  did  not 
constitute  a lottery  under  the  Missouri 
law  since  “consideration”  was  not  in- 
volved. The  state  appealed,  and  the  Mis- 
souri supreme  court  reversed  the  decision 
of  the  lower  tribunal.  This  was  in  1937. 
In  November,  1938,  the  supreme  court 
denied  a motion  for  rehearing  on  the  case 
filed  by  McEwan’s  attorneys. 

The  case  was  based  on  sale  of  Bank 
Night  by  McEwan  to  the  Ashland  The- 
atre and  its  subsequent  use  by  that  house. 


Corn  Loan  in  Des  Moines 
Is  Big,  Figures  Reveal 

Des  Moines — Those  in  the  film  industry 
here  eyed  approvingly  the  corn  loan 
figures  released  in  Des  Moines  by  the  Com- 
modity Credit  Corp. 

Iowa  farmers  have  borrowed  $10,507,592 
in  the  new  corn  loan  program,  according 
to  the  corporation.  Total  loans  thus  far 
made  by  the  corporation  and  other  lend- 
ing agencies  through  December  29  were 
$18,424,934.53  on  32,326,818  bushels. 

The  $10,000,000  in  Iowa  loans  was  on 
18,435,585  bushels  of  corn.  Other  big  bor- 
rowers were  lUinois,  $3,520,883;  Minne- 
sota, $1,184,609. 

A report  on  wheat  loans  showed  that 
Iowa  farmers  had  borrowed  on  330,427 
bushels. 


"Doc"  Cook  Gets  Bids 

Maryville,  Mo. — Bids  have  been  taken 
from  a selected  list  of  contractors  on  a 
theatre  planned  for  C.  E.  “Doc”  Cook.  The 
theatre  is  to  have  800  seats  while  the 
building  also  will  contain  two  stores.  Rob- 
ert O.  Boiler  of  Kansas  City  is  the  archi- 
tect in  charge  of  the  plans. 


Yeager  With  RKO 

Omaha — Sol  Yeager,  former  Columbia 
salesman,  has  joined  the  local  RKO  sales 
force,  C.  J.  Dressell,  executive  manager, 
announced.  Yeager  takes  the  place  of 
Fred  Martin,  who  recently  resigned. 


Northwest  Allied  Friction  May 
Reach  Head  at  Next  Meet 


"Hollywood"  Back 
At  the  State 

Jamestown,  N.  D. — Charges  of  viola- 
tion of  the  anti-gambling  laws  brought 
against  Bennie  Berger" s State  Theatre 
here  because  of  its  "HollYwood"  game 
were  dismissed  on  technical  grounds. 
The  theatre  has  resumed  the  game. 


Independent  Deals 
Started  bg  UA 

Minneapolis — Now  that  United  Artists 
has  completed  its  circuit  deal  with  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  it  is  starting 
to  make  deals  with  Twin  City  independent 
exhibitors. 

The  company  had  announced  it  would 
sell  only  on  percentage.  Independents’ 
opposition,  however,  is  causing  it  to  alter 
this  policy  and  deals  are  being  made  flat. 

M-G-M  is  the  one  company  that  has 
insisted  upon  four  percentage  picture  in 
its  Twin  City  independents’  deals  and  got- 
ten away  with  it.  The  Twin  City  inde- 
pendents, members  of  Northwest  ADied, 
had  gone  on  record  that  they’d  not  make 
any  exception  in  the  M-G-M  case  this 
season,  but  they  wound  up  by  doing  so 
when  the  company  was  adamant  in  its 
demand. 

Paramount  is  asking  for  40  per  cent  for 
one  pictm'e,  “Men  With  Wings,”  but  has 
had  difficulty  in  closing  deals  with  the 
Twin  City  independents.  Some  of  the 
latter,  however,  have  closed  for  Para- 
mount and  outside  the  "Twin  Cities  its 
business  has  run  ahead  of  last  year. 


St  Paul  Newspapers  Hike 
Amusement  Ad  Rate 

St.  Paul — Local  independent  exhibitors 
have  had  their  amusement  advertising 
rate  boosted  from  $3.50  to  $4.20  an  inch 
by  the  town’s  only  two  newspapei’s — both 
owned  by  the  same  company. 

The  theatre  owners  have  protested  in 
vain  that  their  business  is  such  that  they 
cannot  shoulder  higher  costs.  A fight  now 
is  being  waged  to  induce  the  newspaper 
management  to  agree  to  permit  a reduc- 
tion in  the  required  total  lineage. 


List  Best  Grossers 

Omaha  — Local  exhibitors  have  been 
asked  by  the  Omaha  World-Herald  to  se- 
lect their  ten  best  grossers  during  1938. 
Results  will  be  published  this  week  by 
Keith  Wilson,  the  newspaper’s  film  critic. 


Minneapolis — Friction  within  Northwest 
Allied  States  is  expected  to  reach  a head 
at  a meeting  to  be  held  within  the  next 
two  months.  Recalcitrant  Minneapolis 
members,  irked  because  the  Paradise  The- 
atre here  has  been  buying  pictm’es  and 
showing  them  at  lower  matinee  admis- 
sion prices  than  competing  houses  with 
later  clearance,  declare  they’ll  demand  a 
showdown  on  what  they  charge  is  a trade 
practice  adversely  affecting  their  well- 
being. 

If  the  cause  of  their  grievance  is  not 
eliminated — if  President  W.  A.  Steffes  fails 
to  take  “proper  notice”  of  it  and  act  ac- 
cordingly— they  assert  they’ll  withdraw 
from  Northwest  Allied  and  form  their  own 
organization. 

They  insist  that  President  W.  A.  Steffes 
regulate  the  buying  practice  of  members, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  Paradise 
Theatre,  and  they  say  they’re  “through” 
if  he  doesn’t. 

Indications,  however,  are  that  Steffes 
will  meet  their  challenge.  He  already  is 
on  record  as  holding  that  Northwest  Al- 
lied cannot  presume  to  try  to  dictate  to 
distributors  the  latter’s  sales  policies  or 
prices  to  be  charged  with  film  and  cannot 
dictate  to  exhibitor  members  the  amount 
they  are  to  pay  for  product. 

For  the  recalcitrants,  the  particular  fly 
in  the  ointment  is  the  fact  that  Steffes 
himself  is  a partner  with  Bennie  Berger, 
the  particular  object  of  their  wrath,  in 
the  ownership  of  the  Paradise  Theatre. 
Steffes,  however,  asserts  Berger  is  in  com- 
plete charge  of  the  theatre’s  operation 
and  that  he  has  no  influence  over  the 
latter. 

Berger’s  policy  is  especially  obnoxious 
to  these  “insurgents”  because,  it  is  claim- 
ed, he  is  paying  exorbitant  film  rentals 
and  thus  causing  costs  to  be  boosted  for 
them.  But  Berger,  a former  northwest 
Allied  president,  has  made  it  clear  that 
he’ll  “run”  his  theatre  in  his  own  way 
and  pay  whatever  he  wishes  for  film  and 
that  he’ll  accept  “no  outside  dictation 
whatsoever.” 

The  “insurgents”  want  the  organization 
to  take  a stand  against  buying  of  “runs” 
— in  fact,  that’s  their  price  for  “peace,” 
or  for  continuing  as  members. 

’While  the  “insurgents”  comprise  only 
a comparatively  small  group,  they  are 
among  the  most  active  and  aggressive 
members,  they  own  large  and  costly  the- 
atres and  are  considered  “important”  and 
they  claim  to  have  sufficient  influence  to 
pull  a large  number  of  exhibitors  into  a 
rival  organization. 

On  their  part,  Steffes  and  Berger  seem 
entirely  unconcerned  and  neither  is  mak- 
ing any  statement  for  publication. 


Hayob  to  Remodel  Mary  Lou 

Marshall,  Mo. — George  Hayob  will  close 
the  Mary  Lou  Theatre  here  January  11 
for  two  or  three  weeks  of  intensive  and 
extensive  remodeling. 
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Gov.  Stassen  Fails  to  Mention 
"Divorcement"  in  Address 


Minneapolis — Gov.  Harold  E.  Stassen 
failed  to  commit  himself  in  his  inaugural 
address  to  the  state  legislature  in  favor 
of  a theatre  divorcement  law  to  prohibit 
producer  ownership  or  operation  of  the- 
atres in  Minnesota,  as  the  Northwest  Al- 
lied States  had  urged  him  to  do.  The  gov- 
ernor did  not  even  refer  to  the  subject. 

This  was  in  contrast  with  the  inaugural 
address  of  former  Gov.  Elmer  A.  Benson 
two  years  ago  when  the  latter  requested 
enactment  of  the  measure  to  help  the 
small  independent  exhibitor. 

Stassen  is  a Republican  and  has  his 
own  party  in  control  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature.  Benson,  a Farmer-La- 
borite,  met  opposition  from  a Republi- 
can controlled  senate.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion the  divorcement  bill,  similar  to  the 
one  enacted  in  North  Dakota  and  which 
would  compel  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  to  relinquish  its  theatres,  died  in 
committee.  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of 

Opening  Des  Moines 
Magic  Ege  Unit 

Kansas  City — R.  W.  McEwan,  widely 
known  in  the  film  and  theatre  business  of 
the  area,  left  this  week  to  make  his  resi- 
dence in  Des  Moines,  la.,  where  he  is  op- 
ening an  office  of  the  Magic  Eye  Dis- 
tributing Co.,  to  service  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska. McEwan  and  O.  P.  Hill  are  part- 
ners in  the  operation  of  the  concern  which 
distributes  Magic  Eye  Photo  Parade,  box- 
office  stimulant. 

McEwan  is  well  known  in  the  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  territory.  He  opened  the  Swan- 
son Tlieatre  Equipment  Co.  in  Des  Moines 
in  1919.  In  1922  he  was  with  Pathe  at 
Des  Moines  as  salesman.  In  1929  he  went 
to  Omaha,  his  home  town,  in  the  same 
capacity,  covering  Nebraska.  He  remained 
with  Pathe  until  the  company’s  merger 
with  RKO.  In  1931  he  came  to  Kansas 
City  as  distributor  for  Bank  Night  in 
Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  was  highly  suc- 
cessful until  the  courts  of  the  two  states 
banned  the  game.  Just  recently,  Septem- 
ber, 1938,  McEwan  and  O.  P.  Hill  formed 
a partnership  for  the  distribution  of  Magic 
Eye  Photo  Parade  for  Kansas,  Missouri, 
Iowa,  and  Nebraska. 

Kansas  City  will  continue  to  be  head- 
quarters for  Magic  Eye,  and  O.  P.  Hill  will 
remain  here  as  manager  of  the  Kansas 
City  office. 

His  return  to  Des  Moines  will  be  in  the 
nature  of  a home  coming  for  McEwan. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Des  Moines  lodge 
of  the  BPOE. 

Magic  Eye  Photo  Parade  now  is  being 
used  successfully  in  a large  number  of 
theatres,  including  circuits,  in  this  area. 
The  Frasina  Iowa  Theatre  at  Keokuk  is 
the  first  installation  of  the  boxoffice  stim- 


Northwest  Allied,  however,  claims  Repub- 
licans were  lined  up  behind  it. 

Northwest  Allied  instructed  Steffes  last 
month  to  send  a communication  to  Stas- 
sen asking  the  latter  to  commit  himself 
in  favor  of  theatre  divorcement  legisla- 
tion and  pointing  out  the  alleged  need 
of  independent  exhibitors  for  this  “pro- 
tection.” 

Following  the  inaugural  address,  Steffes 
said  no  reply  had  been  received  yet  from 
Stassen  in  reply  to  the  Northwest  Allied 
communication.  This  fact  and  the  failure 
of  the  governor  to  mention  the  subject 
in  the  address,  however,  do  not  discourage 
Steffes,  he  says,  and  he  professes  to  be  as 
confident  as  ever  that  a bill  will  be 
passed  at  the  current  legislative  session. 

Steffes  claims  enough  members  of  both 
houses  are  pledged  to  vote  for  the  meas- 
ure to  insure  passage.  He  feels  certain 
that  the  governor  would  find  no  reason 
to  veto. 

Even  Qualitg  Keel 
Seen  bg  Critic 

Omaha — In  selecting  his  “ten  best  mo- 
tion pictures  during  1938,”  Keith  Wilson, 
film  critic  for  the  Omaha  World-Herald, 
said  he  believed  there  were  “fewer  ex- 
cellent pictures  made  during  1938  and 
there  were  fewer  bad  ones.” 

“Yet,”  Wilson  told  Boxoffice,  “the  en- 
tertainment level  of  the  year  was  average. 
A great  number  of  1938’s  ‘A’  pictures  were 
given  high  ratings  not  because  they  were 
ingenious  or  unusual  but  because  they  did 
the  old  things  well.” 

Here  are  Wilson’s  selections,  in  order: 

1.  “The  Citadel”  (M-G-M) 

2.  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs” 
< RKO-Disney) 

3.  “Jezebel”  (WB) 

4.  “Boys  Town”  (M-G-M) 

5.  “Four  Daughters”  (WB) 

6.  “Mad  About  Music”  (Univ) 

7.  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  (20th- 

Fox) 

8.  “Letter  of  Introduction”  (Univ) 

9.  “Robin  Hood”  (FN) 

10.  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  (Col) . 

Wilson’s  second  “10  best”  included: 
“Test  Pilot”  (M-G-M),  “Brother  Rat” 
(FN),  “Hold  That  Coed”  (Para),  “Love 
Finds  Andy  Hardy”  (M-G-M),  “Dawn 
Patrol”  (WB),  “Buccaneer”  (Para),  “Ad- 
ventures of  Tom  Sawyer”  (UA),  “Drums” 
(UA),  “If  I Were  King”  (Para)  and 
“Algiers”  (UA) . 


ulant  in  that  state.  Fox  Midwest  and 
Commonwealth  are  using  it  in  Kansas 
and  Missouri,  Griffith  Amusement  in  Ok- 
lahoma, Robb  & Rowley  in  Oklahoma  and 
Texas,  Interstate  in  Texas,  as  well  as  many 
independents. 


QHARLES  LIEB,  M-G-M  film  peddler, 
announced  his  engagement  to  Lillian 
Koom,  steno  at  a local  lumber  company. 
No  date  has  been  set  for  the  wedding  . . . 
Harrj'  R.  Barker,  UA  salesman  in  eastern 
Iowa,  a visitor  here  on  business  . . . Last 
week’s  column  created  a lot  of  excitement 
along  Filmrow! 

Sol  Yeager,  RKO  salesman,  brought  his 
mother  back  with  him  from  New  York  . . . 
Julia  Anderson,  GN  office  manager,  spent 
the  holidays  in  Des  Moines,  the  home 
town  . , . W.  A.  Burke,  RKO  traveling 
auditor,  here  over  New  Year’s  . . . Alice 
Neal  is  leadmg  the  drive  at  the  Warner 
exchange. 

Congratulations  to  E.  C.  Lund,  Glud 
Theatre,  Viborg,  S.  D.,  on  the  birth  of  a 
daughter,  Sonya  Louise,  on  December  30 
. . . The  GN  exchange  has  had  a new  paint 
job  and  new  Venetian  blinds  . . . Omaha 
Theatre  employes  gave  George  Siders  a 
party  before  he  went  to  Sioux  City,  la., 
and  presented  him  with  a traveling  bag. 

L.  O.  “Bob”  Ringler,  Monogram  boss, 
is  all  worked  up  over  plans  for  the  John- 
ston drive.  He  says  he’s  going  to  show 
them  how  it’s  done  . . . Leo  Doty,  UA 
salesman,  and  wife  went  to  Kansas  City 
over  the  weekend  . . . Freddie  Horn  of 
RKO  failed  to  live  up  to  our  prediction  he 
would  get  married  at  Christmas  time,  but 
it  won’t  be  long  now,  says  Freddie! 

Warm  weather  brought  a lot  of  exhibi- 
tors to  Filmrow:  C.  E.  Werden,  Broadway 
Theatre,  Centerville,  S.  D.;  Max  Shoe- 
maker, Isis,  Tabor,  la.;  Iz  N.  Kuhl,  Rivoli, 
Seward,  Neb.;  Carl  Johnson,  Grand,  Red 
Oak,  la.;  C.  N.  Robinson,  Home,  Blair, 
Neb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Noffsinger, 
Capitol,  Madison,  Neb.;  Bob  Pennington, 
Rialto,  Villisca,  la.;  Albert  Bang,  Bend, 
North  Bend,  Neb.;  Larry  Kuhl,  American, 
Corning,  la. 

Leon  Dizon,  WB  salesman,  will  an- 
nounce his  engagement  to  a New  York 
girl  in  February.  Leon  will  probably  be  a 
June  bridegroom  . . . Sorry  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  Jesse  Brown,  WB 
porter  . . . Santa  Claus  brought  Evert 
Cummings,  Tri-States  district  manager,  a 
silver  service;  Bill  Miskell,  a shotgun,  and 
Eddie  Forester,  a desk  pen. 

Fred  Dethlefs,  Crystal  Theatre,  Man- 
ning, la.,  fell  down  some  steps  at  his  home 
and  fractured  a toe  and  some  ribs  . . . 
Will  Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  is  back 
from  a holiday  visit  to  Chicago  . . . Henry 
Saggau,  exhibitor  at  Denison,  la.,  was 
plenty  proud  when  the  town  honored  his 
son.  Bob,  star  footballer  at  Notre  Dame, 
at  a big  affair. 

At  the  Tri-States  party.  Dad  Howell, 
Orpheum  electrician  who  hasn’t  a tooth, 
drew  a fancy  tooth  brush  and  Fred  Soflin 
of  the  Omaha  Theatre,  who  expects  a 
happy  event  soon,  drew  a can  of  baby  food 
. . . Dixie  Dunbar,  20th-Fox  star,  flew  here 
from  New  Jersey  to  head  the  Orpheum 
stage  show. 
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K A\  Y C HE  IE 

J^EPORTS  of  business  done  over  the 
New  Year’s  weekend  varied.  Practically 
all  exhibitors  reported  a fair  business,  but 
some  said  grosses  were  better  than  last 
year,  others  that  they  were  under  . . . 
Exhibitors  were  so  scarce  on  the  Row 
early  in  the  week  that  some  wag  sug- 
gested they  hadn’t  made  enough  over  the 
weekend  to  afford  the  trip.  Among  those 
who  did  make  it  were  John  Brandt,  Ore- 
gon, Mo.;  Curly  Wilson,  Excelsior  Springs; 
Glen  Klock,  Neodesha,  Kas.;  Jack 
Stephenson,  Gilloiz,  Monett,  Mo.;  Mike 
Smith,  U.  S.  Army  motion  picture  service, 
St.  Louis;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Lamar,  Mo.; 
George  Hunter,  Fox  manager,  Pittsburg, 
Kas.;  C.  C.  Rhoades,  Roxie,  Warsaw,  Mo., 
and  the  Mrs.;  Hugh  Gardner,  Neosho,  Mo. 

A Xmas  card  from  Joe  Green,  who  used 
to  be  here  with  W.  D.  Fulton,  but  who  now 
is  on  the  coast. 

Social  Note:  'Tlie  engagement  of  E.  E. 
Webber  jr.,  of  the  Colonial  and  Harriet 
Gaylord  of  National  Screen  Service  was 
announced  with  the  New  Year. 

Tom  Wilhoit  of  the  Lyric,  Plattsburg, 
Mo.,  was  in  Tuesday  with  four  feathers 
in  his  hat.  He  says  the  other  three  are  for 
overage  he  has  paid  on  film.  Jimmie  Fo- 
land  of  Atlantic  Pictures  sold  Wilhoit 
“Tombstone  Canyon”  not  long  ago,  mak- 
ing a big  point  of  the  fact  that  Bob  Burns 
is  in  the  picture  and  does  this  and  that 
etc.  When  Tom  saw  him  Tuesday  the  first 
thing  Poland  asked  him  was  whether  or 
not  Bob  Burns  was  in  the  picture,  and 
what  did  he  do? 

Johnnie  Scott  has  the  best  idea  of  1939 
for  making  money.  He’s  going  to  estab- 
lish a stable  near  Filmrow  and  rent  horses 
to  pull  the  wagons  all  the  people  on  Film- 
row  are  on. 

That  gamester,  Leon  Abraham,  com- 
peted with  the  Wagner  Cleaners  & Dyers, 
in  the  South  Central  Business  Ass’n 
Bowling  League,  a week  or  so  ago  for  two 
turkeys.  One  was  offered  for  high  ten  and 
one  for  high  30.  Abraham,  with  258  and 
680,  won  both  of  them.  But — thank  good- 
ness— he  got  only  one.  He  eats  too  much 
anyway. 

The  Fox  Colonial  at  Pittsburg,  Kas., 
has  started  a deal  of  Caliente-ware;  the 
Vista  and  Waldo  in  Kansas  City  are  using 
Stan  Goldberg’s  bright  colored  giveaways, 
and  the  Commonwealth  Ashland  started  a 
series  of  Beautyware,  January  12.  Morris 
Wiber’s  Mary  Lue  has  bought  a Beauty- 
ware  deal. 

John  Ash,  home  office  auditor  for  Metro, 
is  on  deck  here. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Baier  ran  the  biggest  show 
of  the  New  Year  over  the  weekend;  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  and  “Pour’s  a 
Crowd,”  which  lasted  four  hours  and  ten 
minutes. 

Bud  Wolfberg’s  Strand  has  started  con- 
tinuous performances  from  2 p.  to.  on,  and 
will  experimeiit  with  the  idea  for  several 
weeks.  The  house  is  the  only  Kansas  City 
suburban  with  that  kind  of  a policy. 

Don  “HIFI”  Davis  left  for  New  York 
(Continued  on  page  95) 


Reynolds  Opens  First 
House  in  Gardner 

Kansas  City — Charley  Reynolds,  Colum- 
bia salesman,  has  opened  the  Community 
Theatre  at  Gardner,  Kas.  Reynolds  op- 
ened the  house  December  31  with  new 
projectors,  reflector  arc  lamps,  rectifiers, 
sound  equipment,  screen,  etc.,  from  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply.  He  will  operate 
the  400-seat  house  on  a schedule  of  three 
days  a week. 

The  town  has  not  had  a picture  show 
before. 

Douglas  Desch  AHiliates 
With  Grand  National 

Kansas  City — Douglas  Desch,  until  re- 
cently branch  manager  for  the  GB  ex- 
change, has  gone  with  Grand  National  as 
office  manager,  head  booker,  and  city 
salesman,  assisting  Russ  Borg,  exchange 
manager.  Desch,  secretary  of  Variety  Club 
last  year,  was  GB  branch  manager  from 
September,  1937,  until  the  branch  closed 
last  month.  He  had  been  with  the  com- 
pany for  over  three  years.  He  formerly 
was  with  Publix  as  booker,  later  with  Fox 
Midwest. 


Pact  to  Jackie  Cooper  | j 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  signed  I 
Jackie  Cooper  to  a term  pact  and  as-ji 
signed  him  a role  in  “What  a Life!”  i 


Anti-Ascap  Drive 
In  Two  States 

Kansas  City — Announcement  of  a cam- 
paign in  Missouri  and  Kansas  to  cm’b 
via  legislation  the  collection  of  the  theatre 
music  tax  by  the  American  Society  of 
Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers  was 
made  by  Frank  Cassil,  president  of  the 
Kansas-Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n  at  a called 
meeting  of  that  organization  here  'Tliurs- 
day. 

A series  of  regional  meetings  have  been 
set  as  follows  to  secure  100  per  cent  exhibi- 
tor support  for  the  measure  Cassil  said 
will  be  introduced  in  both  states  imme- 
diately; 

Jan.  9,  Kansas  Hotel,  Topeka,  Kas. 

Jan.  10,  Lamer  Hotel,  Salina,  Kas. 

Jan.  11,  Nova  Tlieatre,  Stockton,  Kas. 

Jan.  12,  Roberts  Hotel,  Pratt,  Kas. 

Jan.  13,  Booth  Hotel,  Independence,  Kas. 

Jan.  16,  Connor  Hotel,  Joplin,  Mo. 

Jan.  18,  Bothwell  Hotel,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

Jan.  19,  Plaza  Hotel,  Trenton,  Mo. 

Jan.  20,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Marysville,  Mo. 

I Cassil  said  that  support  of  eastern  Mis- 
Isouri  members  of  the  St.  Louis  MPTOA 
I xffiliate  had  been  promised  in  the  drive 
Ixgainst  Ascap. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treos. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St.— Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 

SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2G0G  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2G94 
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Headlines  of  '38 


Lincoln  — Amusement  business  head- 
lines here  in  1938: 

Longest  film  run,  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You,”  23  days.  Varsity. 

Biggest  week’s  gross,  “Boys  Town,”  $7,- 
500,  Stuart. 

Biggest  money  (dance),  Ted  Fio  Rito, 
Turnpike  Casino,  $1,640. 

Biggest  dance  crowd,  Herbie  Kay,  Turn- 
pike Casino,  1,900  people. 


IIL  II  M C CO)  IL  M 

^HE  NEW  BABE,  1939,  being  here,  a 
few  of  the  boys  in  Nebraska’s  theatre 
Rows  have  made  resolutions — mental  and 
verbal  . . . 1938  was  a bum  year,  the  worst 
year,  the  worst  for  several,  so  generally, 
the  wish  is  for  no  repeat  of  1938’s  busi- 
ness conditions,  or  problems. 

Present  incident  occupying  attention  is 
the  legislative  opening,  hope  being  that 
the  solons  lay  off  the  busmess,  which  has 
been  liberally  toed  and  heeled  already 
. . . Probably  no  1939  hope  is  stro?iger 
than  Gene  Blazer’s  that  the  anti-Ascap 
test  case  in  federal  court  goes  his  way  and 
Ascap’s  . . . Ed  Vaughan  is  sticking  by  his 
guns,  that  he  won’t  get  married  this  or  any 
other  immediate  year  . . . Leaning  the 
other  way,  Harold  Hellerich  has  selected 
February  18  as  the  day  when  he  leaps  off 
in  double  harness  with  Madelyn  Mc- 
Gonagle. 

Bob  Livingston  found  the  solution  to 
beat  the  races  in  1938 — by  staying  away 
from  the  tracks.  Wholeheartedly  wishes 
for  strength  to  keep  himself  away  fi’om 
the  windows  in  1939  . . . Jules  Rachman, 
the  man  who  is  still  jugged  here  for  the 
death  of  the  Goldbergs  in  Omaha,  would 
like  to  see  the  pardon  board  lenient  in 
1939,  so  he  could  get  back  in  the  business 
on  the  outside  . . . Howard  Federer:  That 
he  doesn’t  ever  have  to  go  back  to  nickel 
admissions  for  40.000  feet  of  film  . . . 
Harry  Schiller  and  Bill  Youngclaus,  the 
Grand  Island  Siamese  twins  of  exhibition: 
To  keep  those  two  houses  closed,  and  the 
business  as  good,  or  better. 

Add  resolutions:  Carl  Rose,  York,  to 
adopt  another  youngster,  if  Mickey  gets 
any  bigger  and  tougher  to  handle.  Right 
now,  the  only  one  he  has  to  throw  oatmeal 
at  is  Carl  and  it’s  wearying  ducking  all  the 
time  ...  Ed  Schoenthal,  Holdrege:  To 
look  the  other  way,  no  matter  how  beauti- 
ful the  cashier  . . . Maynard  Nelson,  Nor- 
folk: To  get  out  of  the  town  once  in 
awhile  to  see  how  other  people  live  . . . 
Wally  Johnson,  Friend:  To  find  something 
to  make  the  show  business  interesting , 
now  that  Ba?ik  Night  and  beauty  contests 
are  no  more. 

Still  more:  Orville  Rennie,  Hastings: 
To  try  and  influence  Evert  Cummings  to 
put  him  in  a town  where  there  are  more 
than  three  street  lights  in  a straight  line 
. . . Charlie  Moorhead,  Beatrice:  Not  to 
try  too  hard  for  Simday  shows,  because 
it’s  so  darned  nice  to  have  Sundays  off. 
(H.  A.  McClure:  Do  not  read)  . . . Frank 


Hollingsworth,  also  Beatrice,  with  other 
properties  de  luxe  in  Wymore:  To  try 
and  find  what  it  is  he  eats  that  shortens 
his  breath,  or  whether’s  it’s  just  too  much 
of  it. 

Off  Filmrow:  Fay  Dressen,  RKO,  to  get 
at  least  half  of  RKO’s  pictures  played  in 
Lincoln  again  next  year  . . . Ted  Menden- 
hall, Paramount,  to  build  a suburban  house 
for  his  Hopalong  Cassidys.  (You’ll  have 
to,  Ted,  Joe  Cooper  is  going  to  show  the 
government  a Triple-A  program  will  work, 
Orpheum,  Stuart,  and  Lincoln  all  to  be  A 
houses)  . . . Joe  Scott,  20th-Fox,  to  pay 
better  for  his  publicity — steaks  and  chops, 
not  hamburgers  . . . Iz  Weiner,  to  pray 
Frank  Capra  gets  to  be  as  old  as  Methuse- 
lah, and  delivers  every  year  en  route. 


Des  Moines  Camera  Club 
Views  Eastman  Reel 

Des  Moines  — “Highlights  and  Shad- 
ows,” an  Eastman  promotional  film  not 
yet  out  for  general  release,  featured  the 
Tuesday  night  meeting  of  the  Des  Moines 
YMCA  Camera  Club. 

Obtained  through  the  efforts  of  George 
Cushman,  program  chairman,  the  film 
was  largely  devoted  to  shots  of  Eastman 
laboratories  and  research  department. 

Newsreel  shots  and  scenes  from  Holly- 
wood productions  were  featured  in  part  of 
it  stressing  the  educational  and  historical 
value  of  the  motion  picture,  however.  Par- 
ticularly impressive  to  the  club  members 
and  guests  was  the  brief  scene  from  a 
Will  Rogers  picture. 


Excelsior  Springs  Town 
Is  Renamed  the  Wood 

Excelsior  Springs,  Mo. — The  Town  The- 
atre, formerly  the  Lyric,  has  been  renamed 
the  Wood.  It  is  being  operated  by  Major 
William  M.  Wood,  grandfather  of  John 
“Bud”  Wolfberg,  who  has  the  Strand  in 
Kansas  City. 


New  Installations 

Des  Moines — Recent  installations  by  Des 
Moines  Theatre  Supply  include:  H.  V. 
Lippert,  Dyersville,  la.,  seats,  lights  and 
carpet;  L.  P.  Gilligan,  Tallcorn,  Kanawha, 
la.,  lamp  houses;  Leo  Wolcott,  Grand, 
Eldora,  la.,  projectors. 


His  Ambition 
Unconiined 

Lincoln — Announcement  that  the  Sun- 
day Journal  and  Star,  and  the  six  the- 
atres here  would  send  some  one  on  an 
all-expense  free  trip  to  Hollywood  as 
first  prize  for  selection  of  1938's  10  best 
films,  intrigued  one  fellow  who  may 
embarrass  the  poll  committee. 

He's  a convict  in  the  Nebraska  peni- 
tentiary. If  he  wins,  the  poll  commit- 
tee will  hove  to  go  to  the  pardon  board 
to  pay  off  the  posted  prize.  He's  a 
gent  with  ideas. 


A Tuesday  Feature 


Lincoln  — Former  Manager  Kenneth 
Mead,  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre  here,  now 
manager  of  the  Main,  Pueblo,  Colo.,  drop- 
ped a few  casual  notes  in  this  territory 
with  the  following  text; 

“Special  announcement  of  ‘Blessed 
Event.’  Release  date:  December 
27;  starring  Terry  Ann  Mead; 
footage,  7 pounds  2 ounces;  and 
produced  by  Maxine  and  Kenneth 
Mead.” 

Ascap  Heartened  bp 
New  Appointment 

Lincoln  — With  Walter  Johnson  of 
Omaha  stepping  into  the  office  of  attor- 
ney general  this  week,  from  which  Rich- 
ard C.  Hunter  retires,  Ascap  breathed 
a big  sigh  of  relief.  Hunter  has  been 
militant  in  his  fight  to  get  Nebraska’s 
anti-Ascap  legislation  of  the  1937  session 
recognized  as  constitutional. 

Reason  for  Ascap’s  relief  is  that  John- 
son, the  new  legal  light,  served  in  the 
1937  legislature  which  passed  the  anti- 
Ascap  bill,  but  he  didn’t  vote  on  the  meas- 
ure because  he  said  at  that  time  he  didn’t 
think  the  bill  was  constitutional.  He  told 
Boxoffice  recently  that  he  had  seen  noth- 
ing so  far  to  change  his  mind  on  the  mat- 
ter. 

Tliis  leaves  the  anti-Ascap  law,  which  is 
under  consideration  by  a three-judge  fed- 
eral court,  almost  without  friends  in  legal 
capacity,  since  one  of  the  judges  remarked 
when  the  case  was  filed  that  he  had  “grave 
doubts”  of  the  bill’s  constitutionality. 

Contention  of  the  Ascapers  is  that  the 
bill  usurps  powers  belonging  to  Congress. 
The  bill  seeks  to  enjoin  operation  of  any 
music  trusts,  or  combinations  for  price 
control,  and  wants  registration  of  all  copy- 
rights with  the  secretary  of  state.  Any 
violations  are  subject  to  $5,000  fine  in  each 
instance. 


Theatre  Food  Collections 
Provide  for  10,000 

Omaha  — More  than  6,000  articles  of 
canned  goods  and  non-perishable  foods 
were  collected  at  charity  shows  given  by 
14  Omaha  theatres  prior  to  Christmas. 

Theatre  employes  and  operators  donated 
their  time,  members  of  Omaha  Variety 
Club  handled  the  film  and  details  were 
arranged  by  Regina  Molseed,  RKO  booker, 
and  Eddie  Shafton  of  the  Variety  Club. 
Mrs.  Crystal  Agre  of  the  Salvation  Army 
said  the  shows  provided  food  for  almost 
10,000  needy  persons  in  Omaha. 


Larson  Sells  House 

Hallock,  Minn.  — The  Grand  Theatre 
here  has  been  sold  to  Oscar  Henriksen 
of  the  Strand,  Grafton,  N.  D.,  and  Ray 
Walter,  Minneapolis.  Duffie  J.  Larson, 
veteran  exhibitor,  was  former  owner. 
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Missouri  Legislature  Facing 
Revenue  Needs  Problem 


gAM  CLARK,  Warner’s  exploiteer  from 
Chicago,  is  expected  in  town  this  week 
(do  you  know  Sam  is  a most  discriminat- 
ing gourmet?)  ...  It  doesn’t  make  sense 
(in  more  ways  than  one),  but  Ken  Clay- 
ton, Register-Tribune  amusements  editor, 
had  to  stay  sober  New  Year’s  eve  so  he 
could  cover  “The  Drunkard,”  the  1840 
melodrama  being  produced  here  by  Dwight 
Butcher  and  Charlotte  Nolting,  former 
child  film  star  ...  By  the  way,  Dwight 
tells  a good  one  about  how  his  suspenders 
broke  right  in  the  middle  of  his  first  love 
scene  on  the  New  York  stage  with  Char- 
lotte whom  he  later  married. 

George  Cushman,  amateur  inotion  pic- 
ture fan  here,  sent  Christmas  cards  hav- 
ing little  books  of  film  attached  with 
which  the  recipient  could  produce  an  ac- 
tion short  of  the  Cushman  family  at  home. 
He’ll  probably  send  a talkie  next  Christ- 
mas . . . loiva’s  Leota  Lane  is  scheduled 
for  a personal  appearance  at  the  Music 
Hall  in  Radio  City. 

Tri-States  theatres  got  a three-quarter 
column  editorial  break  for  the  three  first- 
run  theatres  by  advertising  each  New 
Year’s  eve  attraction  separately.  Almost 
every  theatre  in  Des  Moines  held  a mid- 
night show  December  31  and  most  of 
them  showed  to  capacity. 

Harrison  Forman,  who  has  been  called 
the  “modern  Marco  Polo,”  was  the  open- 
ing speaker  for  the  new  year  at  the  Des 
Moines  Women’s  Club.  Forman  is  a 
learned  authority  on  the  Far  East,  ex- 
plorer and  scie7itist  of  Tibet,  professional 
cameraman,  writer,  linguist,  pilot  and 
military  man.  As  technical  adviser  of  the 
film,  “Lost  Horizon,”  and  as  an  author  and 
explorer,  Forman  has  won  world  renown. 
Forman’s  lecture  before  the  club  was  on 
“Tibet,  the  Roof  of  the  World,”  which  he 
illustrated  with  motion  pictures. 

Bob  Hoese’s  wife,  who  has  just  joined 
him  here  from  KC,  is  verra  blond  and 
verra  pretty  . . . Opal  Judd’s  going  to  buy 
some  loaded  dice  and  set  herself  up  in  the 
business  with  that  two  bucks  she  won  at 
blackjack  at  Monogram’s  Christmas  party 
— she  did  it  with  a nine-cent  stake,  too 
. . . 'The  blushing  Walt  Lowman  is  about 
to  take  off  to  meet  the  beat  of  his  heart 
in  Chicago  . . . Why  does  David  Dewey 
keep  that  murderous  looking  cannon  on 
his  desk  at  Tri-States? 

Joe  Smith  may  give  the  King’s  English 
rather  individual  treatment,  but  he  can 
do  himself  proud  in  a number  of  other 
languages  . . . Ken  Clayton’s  friends  are 
accusing  him  of  going  Hollywood  because 
of  those  blue  and  gray  shirt-and-tie  sets 
he  bought  out  there. 

About  bookers:  Bing  Miller  at  Uni- 
versal has  the  friendliest  grin  . . . Burt 
Thomas  of  Republic  is  the  best  looking  . . . 
Joe  Archer  of  Warners  gets  around  most 
(tut!  tut!  Joe,  we  see  you  everywhere). 

Harry  “Orange  Pop”  Herman,  War- 
ner salesman,  got  back  his  car  which  was 
stolen  in  Cedar  Rapids  from  Joplin,  Mo. 
Everything  that  could  be  removed  had  been 
taken  off  the  car. 


Kansas  City  — The  Missouri  legislature 
convened  in  Jefferson  City  January  4 and 
immediately  faced  as  one  of  its  chief 
problems,  the  need  of  more  revenue.  There 
has  been  little  pre-session  publicity  about 
the  matter,  largely  because  the  subject  of 
taxation  is  growing  increasingly  unpopu- 
lar, and  legislators  care  less  and  less  about 
putting  themselves  on  the  spot  before  they 
have  to  in  connection  with  such  a matter. 
But  pre-session  indications  pointed  to- 
ward the  possibility  of  an  increase  in  the 
present  two  per  cent  sales  tax. 

Efforts  to  find  the  money  by  other  means 
are  more  than  likely,  which  means  that  an 
amusement  tax,  periodically  introduced  in 
both  the  Missouri  and  Kansas  legislatures, 
is  a possibility.  Efforts  toward  further 
regulation  of  businesses,  motion  pictures 
included,  usually  do  not  disclose  them- 
selves until  the  temper  of  the  session  has 
developed.  Composition  of  the  legislature 
is  Democratic;  the  senate  has  31  Demo- 
crats, 3 Republicans:  the  house  has  98 
Democrats,  52  Republicans. 

Kansas  May  Readjust  Tax  Funds 

Wliile  taxation  is  always  a possibility, 
in  Kansas,  where  the  legislature  con- 
venes January  9,  the  need  is  not  so  great 
for  additional  revenue  as  it  is  for  an  ad- 
justment of  distribution  of  the  sales,  tax 
money  so  that  more  finds  its  way  to  social 
welfare  purposes.  Business  men  as  well 
as  legislators  of  Kansas  favor  a study  of 
the  whole  system  of  taxation  in  the  state 
with  the  pm’pose  of  setting  up  a modern 


system  that  will  spread  the  tax  burden 
more  equitably.  A commission  made  such 
a study  in  1929,  which  is  now,  of  course, 
out  of  date  because  of  the  tremendous 
increases  in  the  tax  load  since  that  time. 
General  property  cannot  continue  to  carry 
its  present  burden,  it  is  felt.  In  addition, 
of  course,  property  is  being  made  to  bear 
a large  portion  of  new  taxes  as  they  come 
along.  The  sales  tax  did  not,  as  it  was 
promised  it  would  do,  relieve  property  of 
some  of  its  burden. 

Certain  to  be  introduced  in  the  Kansas 
session  is  the  chain  store  tax  bill,  which 
will  be  strongly  supported  by  independent 
retailers  of  the  state.  Tire  state  legis- 
lative council  has  prepared  and  approved 
such  a bill,  which  provides  for  a gradu- 
ated tax  running  from  $10  to  $550  per 
unit  per  year,  depending  on  the  number 
of  units  in  each  chain.  The  bill  resem- 
bles the  Louisiana  act,  and  is  similar  to 
the  one  introduced  in  the  last  Kansas 
session,  which  failed  to  pass.  The  bill 
defines  a chain  as,  roughly,  a firm,  part- 
nership, association,  etc.,  which  has  two  or 
more  stores  or  mercantile  establishments 
where  commodities  of  any  description  are 
sold  at  retail. 

Whether  theatre  circuits  come  under 
this  definition  depends  upon  legal  inter- 
pretation, but  it  is  likely  they  would  since 
the  Kansas  supreme  court  already  has,  in 
another  connection,  held  that  the  sale  of 
a theatre  ticket  constitutes  a retail  sale. 

Composition  of  the  Kansas  legislature  is 
predominantly  Republican. 
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Kaycee  in  1938 


jyjONTH  by  month,  for  the  Kansas  City 
area  in  1938,  follows: 

JANUARY 

Earl  Jameson  and  Sam  Abend  of  Ex- 
hibitors Film  Delivery  donated  a sound 
truck  to  the  Variety  Club  to  furnish  film 
entertainment  to  unfortunate  “shut-ins” 
. . . Operators  of  the  Midland  Theatre 
moved  to  reorganize  under  77-B  of  the 
bankruptcy  laws  . . . Commonwealth  an- 
nounced it  would  equip  the  new  Variety 
“shut-in”  truck  with  portable  sound  and 
projection  equipment  . . . The  father  of 
T.  R.  “Tommy”  Thompson,  RKO  ex- 
change manager,  died  . . . Mike  Roth,  Co- 
lumbia exploiteer,  joined  the  Omaha  staff 
as  a salesman  . . . Variety  was  making 
plans  for  the  “Days  of  ’49”  carnival  ...  A 
singles  test  lost  out  at  the  Strand  ...  Ed 
Webber  jr.  succeeded  Ed  Rolsky  as  presi- 
dent of  the  ITO  of  Kansas  City. 

FEBRUARY 

Mrs.  Lon  Cox  died  from  bronchial  pneu- 
monia . . . Over  600  attended  the  “Days  of 
’49”  carnival  at  the  Variety  clubrooms  . . . 
The  Empress,  ex-burlesque  house,  re- 
opened with  “Ecstasy”  . . . Two  time  bombs 
blasted  the  Bijou  . . . Fox  Midwest  re- 
opened the  Brookside,  class  residential 
house  . . . “Takes”  were  sinking  and  ex- 
hibitors were  crying  the  blues  . . . E.  E. 
Webber’s  Colonial  went  up  in  flames,  $30,- 
000  worth  . . . Arthur  Lee,  GB  vice-presi- 
dent, met  here  with  branch  managers 
from  Omaha,  Des  Moines,  St.  Louis,  and, 
of  course,  Kansas  City. 

MARCH 

George  Hinton  came  here  from  Omaha 
to  become  Paramount  sales  manager  . . . 
The  Women’s  Club  was  calling  attention 
to  single-feature  attractions  in  bulletins 
. . . George  Ellis  of  United  Theatres  visited 
in  faraway  Greece,  his  homeland  . . . 
George  Harttmann  added  the  Delpheus  in 
Mound  City  to  his  theatre  properties  . . . 
Tom  Collins  spoke  to  the  Variety  Club  on 
“Successful  Worrying”  . . . The  Pla-Mor 
Barkers  were  still  out  in  front  in  the 
Variety  Bowling  League  . . . LeRoy  Miller 
assumed  management  of  the  Universal 
branch,  succeeding  William  J.  Benjamin. 

APRIL 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  held  its  annual 
sales  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach  . . . 
Arthur  Burke  took  over  the  Gillham  The- 
atre . . . Earl  Jameson,  Sam  Abend,  and 
Reube  Finkelstein  cheffed  it  in  grand  style 
at  the  Variety  Barbecue  . . . Young  Film- 
rowers  formed  a Cinema  Club.  Stanley 
Goldberg  was  named  president  . . . Tlie 
Tower  entered  its  fifth  straight  year  of 
“flesh,”  with  the  “St.  Moritz  Ice  Carnival” 

. . . The  Pla-Mor  Barkers  were  crowned 
1938  bowling  champs  by  four  full  games. 
Finton  Jones  was  runner-up. 


•’POPCORN  THAT  POPS"  and 
COMPLETE  SUPPLIES 

Free  Delivery  Service 

POPPERS'  SUPPLY  CO. 

127  E.  31st  St.— VA  0408 
Rube  Melcher — Kansas  City 


MAY 

Federal  Judge  Reeves,  in  district  court 
here,  approved  the  reorganization  plan  sub- 
mitted by  the  Midland  Investment  Co.  for 
the  Midland  Theatre  ...  A two-day  con- 
vention was  held  by  Commonwealth  at 
the  Blue  Hills  Country  Club  . . . Hotel 
Muelilebach  housed  a regional  meeting  of 
Universal  sales  chiefs  . . . Exhibitors  in 
the  majority  were  saying  duals  are  what 
the  public  wants,  contrary  to  what  they 
say,  and  that  they’ll  keep  on  giving  it  to 
them. 

JUNE 

A New  York  report  had  the  Mainstreet 
closing  and  the  Orpheum  scheduled  for 
renovation  and  reopening  . . . B.  G.  Nicolay 
left  Grand  National  and  joined  Monogram 
as  bookkeeper  and  cashier  . . . With  the 
coming  of  vacation  time.  Variety  curtailed 
activities  temporarily  . . . Paramount, 
Metro,  20th-Pox  and  Warner  Bros,  ex- 
changes went  on  a five-day  week  for  the 
summer  montlis. 

JULY 

Charley  Vaughan  was  elected  president 
of  the  TOA  of  Kansas  City,  Kas.  . . . Mrs. 
Irene  Goldbei’g,  the  mother  of  Stanley  and 
Herb  Goldberg,  died  at  the  Menorah  Hos- 
pital . . . Arthur  Cole  was  named  motion 
picture  chairman  for  the  fall  Charities 
Campaign  . . . RKO  closed  the  Mainstreet 
as  a first-run  outlet  and  announced  the 
Orpheum  would  reopen  following  a re- 
modeling program  . . . Dubinsky  Bros,  in- 
vited Filmrow  to  the  premiere  of  their 
new  Hollywood  Theatre  at  Leavenworth, 
Kas. 

AUGUST 

The  annual  Filmrow  picnic  was  held  at 
Lake  Quivira  . . . Top  National  Theatres’ 
executives  conventioned  here  three  days 
. . . L.  T.  "Pat”  Garlow  resigned  as  GB 
salesman  to  make  his  home  in  California 
. . . E.  C.  Rhoden,  regional  chairman,  out- 
lined the  “Motion  Pictures’  Greatest  Year” 
campaign  to  over  100  distributors  and  ex- 
hibitors at  the  Uptown  Theatre  . . . The 
rebuilt  Colonial,  destroyed  by  fire  in 
February,  was  reopened  by  E.  E.  Webber. 

SEPTEMBER 

The  annual  convention  of  the  KMTA 
was  held  at  Variety  clubrooms  . . . Mayor 
Bryce  Smith  designated  September  1 as 
“Greater  Movie  Day”  . . . Earl  Jameson 
barbecued  the  boys  at  106th  and  Holmes 
. . . Variety  was  planning  an  active  fall 
season  . . . The  local  industry  was  lining 
up  strongly  for  the  “Greatest  Year”  cam- 
paign. 

OCTOBER 

Variety  golfed  en  masse  on  the  Old  Mis- 
sion course  . . . Paul  Humston  bought  out 
his  partner,  W.  L.  Norris,  in  American 
Films,  Inc.  ...  A merger  of  the  KMTA  and 
ITO  was  reported  near  . . . The  “Greatest 
Year”  campaign  was  branded  a lotteiy 
in  an  opinion  by  an  assistant  to  Missouri’s 
attorney-general,  Roy  McKittrick.  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  regional  chairman,  assured  par- 


Theatre  Directory 
Being  Readied 

Omaha  — Exhibitors  who  have  made 
changes  in  location  and  theatres  with 
changes  in  ownership  during  1938  are 
requested  by  Regina  Molseed,  RKO  booker, 
to  send  her  complete  information  about 
any  changes  during  the  past  year.  Miss 
Molseed  is  preparing  to  compile  her  an- 
nual directory  of  theatres  in  the  Omaha 
distribution  area. 

The  directory  contains  some  500  the- 
atres in  Nebraska,  western  Iowa,  southern 
South  Dakota  and  Minnesota  served  by 
Omaha  exchanges.  Listed  are  the  name 
of  the  town,  population,  name  and  size  of 
theatres  and  names  of  exhibitors  or  cir- 
cuits. 

The  1939  directory  will  be  printed  about 
February  1,  Miss  Molseed  told  Boxoffice. 

Tri-States  Transfers 
Siders  and  Ofe 

Omaha — George  A.  Siders,  treasurer  of 
the  Omaha  Theatre,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Sioux  City,  la., 
v/here  he  will  be  assistant  manager  under 
Jimmie  Schlatter. 

Arthm’  Ofe,  assistant  manager  at  the 
Capitol,  will  take  Siders’  post  at  the 
Omaha.  Both  are  Tri-States  houses. 


ticipants  they  would  be  fully  defended  in 
any  eventualities. 

NOVEMBER 

The  KMTA  moved  into  new  head- 
quarters at  221  West  18th  St.  . . . Variety 
held  its  first  big  “Poultry  Show”  and  then 
followed  up  with  the  Charity  Ball  at  the 
Pla-Mor  Ballroom  . . . O.  K.  Bourgeois 
joined  GN  as  traveling  auditor  . . . W.  D. 
Fulton  was  remodeling  the  Southtown  . . . 
Cinema  Club  and  NSS  were  deadlocked 
for  first  place  in  the  Variety  Bowling 
League  . . . Jimmy  Foland  assumed  the 
helm  of  Atlantic  Pictures,  succeeding  Ed 
Kolb  . . . L.  E.  Royster  died  following  an 
auto  accident  . . . RCA  moved  to  213  W^t 
18th  St.  . . . H.  C.  Coffman  conducted  a 
two-day  meeting  here  of  Columbia  auditors 
. . . Herb  Rosener  converted  the  Vogue  into 
a foreign  film  house  . . . W.  L.  Norris 
joined  Progressive  Premium  . . . Trailer- 
Made  formed  with  Beverly  Miller  as  presi- 
dent-manager. 

DECEMBER 

KMTA  slated  a series  of  regional  meet- 
ings to  reach  all  exhibitors  of  the  area 
for  a full  discussion  of  mutual  problems 
. . . Commonv/ealth  and  Republic-Midwest 
moved  to  213-15  West  18th  St.  . . . Guy 
Holmes,  film  censor,  died  . . . Mrs.  C.  H. 
Burkey  celebrated  25  years  of  uninter- 
rupted shows  at  the  Summit  Theatre  . . . 
The  Tower  reduced  prices  . . . The  Main- 
street  filed  bankruptcy  . . . The  Variety- 
Star  bowling  tourney  yielded  $1,400  to  buy 
milk  for  poor  kids  . . . Price  Premium  re- 
established a branch  office  here  . . . Thirty 
couples  of  Variety  bade  the  New  Year  out 
at  the  clubrooms. 
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See  No  Letup  in  '39 
For  K.  C.  Bargains 

Kansas  City — Exhibition  here  began  the 
New  Year  in  about  the  same  style  it  ended 
1938.  Giveaways  are  on  the  increase,  and 
on  January  2 local  theatres  advertised 
five  triple  bills  with  one  double  running 
over  four  hours.  The  Murray,  Gillham, 
Central,  Circle  and  Bijou,  the  latter  for  ten 
cents,  gave  patrons  three  pictures  apiece. 
The  Lindbergh  offered  “You  Can’t  Take 
It  With  You”  and  “Pour’s  a Crowd.” 

There  is  nothing  in  immediate  prospect 
to  indicate  that  there  will  be:  (1)  any 
decrease  in  the  use  of  extra-theatre  pro- 
motions such  as  giveaways,  (2)  any  letup 
in  the  various  methods  used  for  reducing 
admissions,  such  as  two-for-ones,  ladies’ 
night,  etc.,  or  (3)  any  change  in  the 
double-triple  bill  policy.  One  exhibitor 
indicated  he  didn’t  see  anything  in  the 
economic  future  here  for  six  or  eight 
months  that  would  make  business  better, 
which  is  the  key,  naturally,  to  the  whole 
situation. 


KANSAS  CITY 

(Continued  from  page  91) 

to  attend  the  convention  of  the  RCA  Pho- 
tophone division,  January  10,  11,  13,  and 
14.  Don  will  bring  back  dope  on  new 
sotmd  equipment. 

Richard  Rowland,  assistant  director  of 
“Duke  of  West  Point,”  was  in  Kansas  City 
last  week  to  screen  the  picture  for  E.  C. 
Rhoden,  Lon  Cox  and  other  executives  of 
Fox  Midwest;  C.  A.  Schultz,  of  Common- 
wealth; Glen  W.  Dickinson,  and  other 
leaders  in  the  exhibition  field.  The  local 
UA  office.  Bill  Truog,  Bernie  Bernfield, 
et  al.,  made  arrangements. 

The  father  of  Joe  Stark,  Paramount 
salesman,  died  in  Bloomington,  Iowa,  last 
week. 

Dave  Cooper,  who  has  been  with  A&A 
Electric  Co.  for  a number  of  years,  and 
who  is  widely  known  amo-ng  the  theatre 
men  here,  has  joined  the  Turner  Ma- 
chinery Co.,  effective  January  1. 


W.  W.  Tioxell  Will  Sell 
For  Omaha  Monogram 

Omaha  — W.  W.  Troxell,  veteran  Ne- 
braska exhibitor,  has  been  named  sales- 
man out  of  the  local  Monogram  exchange 
by  L.  O.  “Bob”  Ringler,  branch  manager. 
Troxell  is  a well-known  theatreman  and 
film  salesman  and  at  one  time  served  as 
Monogram  branch  manager. 


Film  by  Cantor 

Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  has  signed  a 
one-picture  deal  with  M-G-M.  The  film, 
unannounced  as  yet,  is  to  be  made  within 
a year. 


^HE  holidays  were  a signal  for  much 

whoopee  in  the  Eddie  Ruben  circuit  of- 
fices . . . Season’s  first  cold  wave  put  the 
Florida  bug  in  Mait  Frosch’s  mind  and  he 
can’t  shake  it  . . . Lenie  Gruenberg,  for- 
mer RKO-ite  here  and  now  the  same  in 
St.  Louis,  returned  home  after  a holiday 
vacation  in  Minneapolis.  His  charming 
wife  accompanied  him  . . . Film  trucks 
bucked  the  snow  drifts  in  good  style  the 
past  week  . . . Cliff  Gill  of  the  Eddie 
Ruben  staff  is  still  wondering  whether 
the  pipe  and  tobacco  that  he  found  in  his 
desk  is  a Christmas  gift. 

Ben  Spewak,  head  of  the  Spewak  En- 
terprises, on  the  sick  list  and  heading  for 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  to  speed  up  recovery 
. . . Fiddlers’  club  of  young  film  folks 
has  gone  on  record  as  opposing  card  play- 
ing in  its  rooms.  The  club  boasts  that 
every  member  is  paid  up  on  his  dues  for 
the  ensuing  year  . . . E.  R.  Ruben  on  a 
brief  sojourn  in  sunny  Texas  where  he 
joined  his  wife  and  children,  visiting  her 
parents.  Eddie  flew. 

Ann  Beckenstein,  attractive  manager  of 
the  Tip  Top  Toe  offices,  reports  a num- 
ber of  new  accounts  for  that  game  . . . 
Reno  Wilk  postcards  from  Los  Angeles 
that  he  is  producing  a new  roadshow  at- 
traction for  spring  release.  He’ll  be  back 
in  Minneapolis  soon  . . . Harold  Field, 
independent  circuit  owner,  and  family  in 
sunny  California  . . . My,  what  a pretty 
picture  on  the  desk  of  Lowell  Kaplan  of 
the  Eddie  Ruben  offices. 

Abe  Kaplan,  prominent  independent  ex- 
hibitor, denies  reports  he  is  taking  danc- 
ing lessons,  but  how  can  one  account, 
then,  for  that  new  surprising  display  of 
talent  by  this  bachelor  on  the  floor?  . . . 
Bess  Crane,  Eddie  Ruben’s  secretary,  has 
gone  Victorian,  or  something,  with  a music 
box  on  her  desk.  Its  tune  is  “The  Easter 
Parade”  and  it’s  said  to  be  a gift  from 
a secret  admirer  . . . Larry  Blore  taking 
offices  in  the  Stetson  Building  for  dis- 
tribution of  his  new  16mm  film  enter- 
tainment. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake, 
Wis.;  Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.; 
Jack  Wright,  Red  Wing,  Minn.;  Lowell 
Heywood,  New  Richmond,  Wis.  . . . S.  R. 
Holman,  New  Effington,  S.  D.,  visiting 
the  Row,  announced  the  sale  of  his  Hol- 
lywood Theatre  to  Ray  Wicking,  Grace- 
ville,  Minn.  . . . Office  staff  presented 
Jay  MacFarland,  National  Screen  branch 
manager,  with  a chromium  plated  cigar- 
ette holder  as  a combination  Christmas 
and  birthday  gift.  He  celebrated  the  two 
occasions  jointly. 

Warning:  If  you  have  any  snoiv  on  your 
shoes  when  you  enter  the  United  Artists 
exchange,  be  careful  or  you  may  slip  on 
that  waxed  floor  . . . Film  salesman  out 
on  the  road  again  this  week  after  their 
holiday  vacation  . . . Telephone  conver- 
sation overheard:  “Nickey”  Goldhammer 
to  exhibitor — “How  do  you  expect  to  make 
any  money  this  season  if  you  don’t  play 
RKO  pictures?” 

Harold  Johnson,  Universal  branch  man- 


ager, fared  well  at  the  hands  of  Santa 
Claus.  His  gifts  included  a beautifully 
lettered  portfolio  and  pen  and  pencil  set 
from  the  office  staff  . . . Joe  Podoloff, 
20th-Fox  branch  manager,  attended  a 
sales  meeting  in  Chicago  . . . Pat  Halloran, 
Universal’s  North  Dakota  salesman,  vis- 
ited his  parents  at  Groton,  S.  D.  . . . 
Warren  Branton,  National  Screen  office 
manager,  carried  out  a resolve  to  main- 
tain an  even  keel  on  evil  New  Year’s  eve. 
The  reason — a recent  unhappy  experience. 

Earle  Perkins,  Warner  Bros.  Omaha 
branch  manager,  a visitor  . . . Archie 
Zacherl,  Universal’s  northern  Minnesota 
and  western  Wisconsin  salesman,  build- 
ing a new  home  and  devoting  most  of  his 
spare  moments  to  the  enterprise  . . . On 
the  heels  of  “Ferdinand  the  Bull”  Walt 
Disney  has  another  soek  hit  in  “Mother 
Goose  Goes  Hollywood,”  we’re  advised  by 
“Niekey”  Goldhammer  who  also  calls  at- 
tention to  four  “outstanding”  RKO  re- 
leases starting  January  27.  They’re  “Gun- 
ga  Din,”  the  new  Irene  Dunne  pieture, 
“Romantic  Lives  of  the  Castles”  and  the 
Corrigan  opus,  “The  Flying  Irishman.” 

Universal  here  anxiously  awaiting  “Son 
of  Frankenstein”  to  be  released  next  week. 
Tire  “Dracula-Frankenstein”  horror  show 
combination  has  been  “knocking  ’em  dead” 
everywhere  in  the  territory  and  this  one 
has  in  its  cast  every  person  of  conse- 
quence capable  of  exciting  chills  and  pro- 
voking fright  . . . Warner  Bros,  office  staff 
presented  Clarence  K.  Olson,  branch  man- 
ager, with  an  automatic  revolver  for  a 
Christmas  gift.  There  was  no  ulterior  mo- 
tive. Clarence  really  is  very  popular,  and 
deservedly  so,  with  the  gang.  It  just  hap- 
pened to  be  something  he  wanted  . . . 
Fred  Finnegan,  Universal  office  manager, 
home  ill  with  the  flu. 

Maury  Abrams  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  work- 
ing on  “Sweethearts”  . . . “Grad  Sears’ 
Drive”  banners  adorn  Warner  Bros,  ex- 
change . . . Allen  Clatworthy,  M-G-M 
salesman,  and  the  missus  spent  the  holi- 
day vacation  in  Chicago  . . . Twin  City 
Variety  Club  served  breakfast  New  Year’s 
morning  and  suckling  pig  at  the  noon 
hour  . . . Warren  Anderson,  assistant 
Warner  Bros,  booker,  received  a pair  of 
skiis  for  a Christmas  gift  and  now  spends 
his  spare  time  learning  the  sport.  Black 
a7id  blue  marks  are  evidence  of  his  grim 
determination  to  master  it. 

Regular  ringsiders  at  Gordie  Green’s 
weekly  Palace  Theatre  boxing  shows  in- 
clude W.  A.  Steffes  and  Harry  Dryer, 
dyed-in-the-wool  fistic  fans  . . . The 
M-G-M  exchange  has  a huge  banner  pro- 
claiming “Leo  is  Roaring”  and  “M-G-M 
Now  Greater  Than  Ever.  Hits!  Hits!  Hits! 
Coming  Soon.”  Hits  specified  are  “Stand 
Up  and  Fight,”  “Idiot’s  Delight,”  “Huckle- 
berry Finn,”  “I  Take  This  Woman”  and 
“Ice  Follies.” 

Grand  National  expects  to  have  a world 
premiere  of  “Six  Shooting  Sheriff”  in  the 
territory  ...  A Christmas  celebrator,  test- 
ing his  strength,  drove  his  fist  through 
the  Warner  Bros,  building  glass  door. 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  7,  1939 


95 


SERVICE 


THAT 


SER  VES 


|SS|c5iS;C^? 

‘ ^®QO«C 


^fhoi^  ^^OjEcrjy,^  — — 

r**  ®®yOtf  p '^®ns- 


WHATEVER  YOU  WANT— to  sell  your 
theatre,  to  buy  a theatre,  a job,  a posi- 
tion open,  to  buy  or  sell  equipment, 
miscellaneous  articles — it  will  pay  you 
to  advertise  your  needs  in  the  CLEAR- 
ING HOUSE  section  appearing  in  all 
eight  sectional  editions  of  BOX- 
OFFICE,  covering  the  motion  picture 
trade  throughout  United  States  and 
Canada.  For  only  10  cents  a word 
you  get  international  coverage  and 
assurance  of  quick  results.  Why  not 
try  it! 
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Amusement  License 
Renewals  Due 

Columbus — Motion  picture  theatre  own- 
ers are  urged  to  renew  their  amusement 
licenses  immediately.  Blanks  were  mailed 
out  by  the  excise  tax  division  of  the  Ohio 
tax  commission  the  last  week  in  December. 
These  should  be  returned  together  with  a 
check  for  $1  to  cover  the  license  fee  of 
each  theatre. 

Under  the  law,  every  theatre  must  renew 
its  amusement  license  on  or  before  De- 
cember 31. 


Ideal  Amusement  Men 
Have  Gilt  lor  Scott 

Johnstown,  Pa.  — Business  associates, 
theatre  managers  and  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  various  houses  of  the  Ideal 
Amusement  Co.  honored  Vernon  F.  Scott, 
president  of  the  company,  at  the  annual 
Christmas  party  of  the  organization,  pre- 
senting him  with  a 16mm  camera  and 
projector.  Scott’s  assistant.  Miss  Cuba 
Walker,  who  is  a member  of  the  company, 
also  received  a fine  camera. 

Among  the  theatre  managers  present 
were  Ray  Him  ter,  Ideal,  Johnstown;  Mrs. 
V.  P.  Scott,  Rivoli,  Johnstown;  George 
Gartland,  Roxy,  Johnstown;  August  Bair, 
Vernon,  Barnesboro;  William  Wyke,  Penn, 
Conemaugh;  George  Eberwine,  Lyric,  Al- 
toona; Jack  Bair,  Vernon,  Altoona;  Law- 
rence Beam,  Juanita,  Altoona;  Ed  Depp, 
Vernon,  Boswell;  William  Sharpe,  Sois- 
son,  Connellsville;  George  Gartland,  Lau- 
rel, Johnstown;  F.  E.  McClellan  jr.,  Ver- 
non, Cairnbrook. 


Monogram  Drive  to  Honor 
Johnston  and  Goldman 

Pittsburgh — A special  drive  will  be 
staged  here  by  Monogram  Pictures  in  honor 
of  W.  Ray  Johnston  and  Mark  Goldman, 
the  dates  being  February  4 to  March  5. 
The  occasion  observes  the  25th  anniver- 
sary of  the  president  of  Monogram  Pic- 
tures in  the  industry  and  is  known  na- 
tionally as  the  W.  Ray  Johnston  Silver 
Jubilee.  Locally  the  drive  will  honor  both 
Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Goldman,  branch 
manager. 


Reopen  at  Ironton 

Ironton,  Ohio — The  South  Side  Thea- 
tre, which  closed  -with  the  1937  flood,  will 
reopen  at  an  early  date.  Reconditioning 
is  now  in  progress.  Clayton  Sheffield  of 
Ashland,  Ky.,  will  have  charge  of  the 
house. 


Close  in  Castle  Shannon 

Castle  Shannon,  Pa. — ^Pearl  Theatre, 
recently  operated  by  Charles  R.  Holbert, 
has  been  closed. 


Exhibitor  Groups  May  Form 
A Legislative  Committee 


Ban  on  "Mamlock" 
Brings  Censure 

Cleveland — The  Ohio  censor  board  came 
in  for  a sound  drubbing  last  week  by  W. 
Ward  Marsh,  motion  picture  editor  of  The 
Plain  Dealer  for  its  final  ban  on  Amkino’s 
“Professor  Mamlock.” 

The  picture  was  given  a private  screen- 
ing here  at  the  City  Theatre  before  a 
selected  group  of  educators  and  club  lead- 
ers, the  majority  of  whom  gave  it  their 
stamp  of  approval. 

Marsh,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  asks, 
through  his  daily  newspaper  column,  that 
the  censor  board  give  cause  for  its  decision 
to  ban  the  picture  which  has  been  passed 
in  every  other  territory.  He  definitely 
puts  the  board  on  the  spot  when  he  says, 
“Is  the  Ohio  board  out  to  protect  our 
morals  or  is  it  to  be  completely  censor- 
ious?” 

After  pointing  out  that  “Professor  Mam- 
lock” is  completely  moral,  that  its  political 
reactions  are  known  to  be  harmless  in 
other  territories  where  it  has  been  exhib- 
ited, Marsh  wants  to  know  why  such  a 
“fine  and  disturbing  pictui’e”  has  been 
barred  by  the  Ohio  censor  board. 


House  in  Lewisburg  Will 
Be  Built  lor  E.  R,  Custer 

Pittsburgh — E.  R.  Custer  of  the  Custer 
Theatre,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  who  is  to 
erect  his  second  theatre  there,  is,  iden- 
tified with  another  new  project,  a the- 
atre which  will  be  built  “at  once”  in 
Lewisburg,  W.  Va.  Owners  of  the  new 
Lewisburg  theatre  are  A.  B.  and  Sam 
Yarid,  real  estate  brokers  of  that  com- 
munity. Custer  has  taken  the  lease,  ac- 
cording to  report  from  Lewisburg.  R.  L. 
Whitten  of  Charleston  is  the  architect 
for  the  new  one-story  theatre  which  will 
be  constructed  of  brick.  Two  stores  will 
occupy  front  space  in  the  new  building 
which  will  cost  approximately  $50,000. 
Theatre  auditorium  will  seat  650. 


Set  lor  Bids  on  Proposed 
New  Gralton  House 

Pittsburgh — Edward  J.  Wood  & Son, 
architects  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  will  ask 
for  bids  within  a few  days  for  general 
contracting  for  a new  theatre  and  store 
rooms  at  Grafton,  W.  Va.  Owner  of  the 
proposed  theatre  is  L.  C.  Phillips  of  West 
Main  St.,  Grafton,  and  site  of  the  house 
is  at  Main  and  St.  Johns  Sts.  New  build- 
ing will  be  constructed  of  brick,  steel 
and  concrete,  one  and  two  stories.  No 
balcony  is  planned.  Seating  capacity  will 
be  around  700. 


Pittsburgh  — With  the  opening  of  the 
general  assembly  in  regular  session  at  Har- 
risburg and  with  the  organization  of  a 
new  Allied  exhibitor  association  in  east- 
ern Pennsylvania,  discussions  are  under 
way  here  for  a committee  of  the  MPTO 
of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  to  meet  with  representa- 
tives of  the  new  Philadelphia  group  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a Pennsylvania 
legislative  committee  which  will  have  rep- 
resentation of  the  Allied  groups  from  both 
the  east  and  west. 

Sidney  Samuelson,  long  an  Allied  lead- 
er, has  been  appointed  business  manager 
of  Allied  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  He 
operates  a theatre  at  Newton,  N.  J. 

MPTO  directors  were  to  discuss  the 
proposed  state  legislative  committee  at  a 
meeting  January  6. 


Sharon  Merchant  Plans 
A Theatre  Building 

Sharon,  Pa. — A new  theatre  and  apart- 
ment building  will  be  erected  here  for 
Louis  Shafran,  according  to  local  report. 
Although  no  architect  has  been  named,  the 
site  of  the  theatre  will  be  in  the  800  block 
of  East  State  St.  Plans  call  for  a three 
story  and  base  building  of  brick  and  tile, 
the  property  measuring  183x95  ft.,  with 
two  store  rooms  and  14  apartment  rooms 
contemplated  with  the  theatre  auditor- 
ium of  modern  design  and  with  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  between  750  and  1,000 
Shafran  is  in  the  meats  and  groceries 
business. 


W,  E,  Anderson  Turns  Over 
Houses  to  John  Friburg 

Mt.  Jewett,  Pa. — W.  E.  Anderson,  ex- 
hibitor here  for  many  years,  has  retired 
and  has  departed  with  his  family  for 
Texas.  His  theatres  here  and  at  Smeth- 
port  were  transferred  as  of  January  1 to 
John  C.  Friburg.  Anderson  expects  to 
vacation  for  four  months  in  Texas  before 
returning  here  where  he  will  engage  in 
another  business.  Friburg,  burgess  of 
Johnsonburg,  is  now  booking  for  six  the- 
atres at  Galeton,  Mt.  Jewett,  Smethport, 
Johnsonburg,  Knox  and  Union  City. 


Decision  Against  Sunday 
Shows  in  Carmichaels 

Waynesburg,  Pa. — Although  four  ballots 
were  “among  the  missing,”  with  177  votes 
against  Sunday  exhibitions  and  175  votes 
for  such  exhibitions,  the  court  has  decided 
that  the  referendum  was  lost  at  nearby 
Carmichaels.  Proponents  charged  the 
four  missing  ballots  or  votes  constituted 
“possibility  of  fraud,  intentional  or  other- 
wise.” 
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Broder  Will  Convert 
Detroit  Storeroom 

Detroit  — Jack  Broder,  who  formerly 
operated  the  five  theatres  of  the  Jacob 
Schreiber  circuit — recently  renamed  Mid- 
west Theatres — up  until  last  May,  has 
taken  a lease  on  a store  structure  at  9217 
West  Grand  River  Ave.,  directly  opposite 
the  Grand  Riviera  Theatre,  and  plans  to 
remodel  it  into  a 300-seat  house.  Work 
already  has  been  started. 

The  new  house,  to  be  known  as  the 
Rainbow  Theatre,  will  operate  at  a 20- 
cent  policy,  playing  whatever  run  films,  or 
reissues,  may  be  available  for  booking. 
This  will  make  the  third  house  around  the 
intersection  of  Grand  River  and  Joy  Road. 
The  existing  houses,  the  Annex  and  the 
Riviera,  are  operated  by  United  Detroit 
Circuit,  at  30  and  40-cent  admissions  re- 
spectively. 

Broder  hopes  to  get  the  lower  priced 
patronage  of  the  shopping  center,  and  the 
experiment  will  be  watched  with  interest 
by  other  local  showmen,  as  the  situation 
will  be  unique  in  the  city.  The  strong 
strategic  setting  of  the  Riviera  and  Annex 
is  due  to  their  simultaneous  construction 
about  ten  years  ago  by  the  Munz  The- 
atrical interests,  who  ran  them  for  some 
years.  They  were  known  as  the  Grand 
Riviera  and  the  Riviera  Annex  respective- 
ly, indicating  the  close  relationship  of  the 
houses,  which,  frankly  overbuilt  for  the 
center  at  the  time  of  construction  in  the 
opinion  of  most  authorities,  were  designed 
to  practically  dominate  the  future  trade  of 
this  rapidly  growing  district. 

In  connection  with  his  plans,  Broder, 
who  also  operates  the  Trianon  Ballroom, 


Pittsburgh — Theatre  business  had  its 
ups  and  downs  in  the  local  area;  on  the 
whole,  and  in  a modest  way,  it  was  a 
profitable  year.  There  were  no  “killings.” 
Taxes,  dozens  of  them  imposed  on  this 
industry,  were  all  but  top  heavy. 

According  to  a survey  of  the  MPTO  of 
W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  about  half  of  the  contracts 
signed  for  this  season’s  product  called 
for  increased  film  rental.  Of  625  contracts 
reported  negotiated  from  eight  major 
companies  by  146  exhibitors,  303  of  these 
contracts  “cost  more”  than  did  the  con- 
tract with  the  identical  company  for  the 
prior  season.  Withal,  the  general  dealings 
between  buyer  and  seller  were  more  clean 
cut  than  in  years  past. 

Republic  took  the  most  progressive 
steps,  winning  great  exhibitor  confidence. 
Six  of  the  old-line  companies  held  their 
own  or  went  forward,  with  two  of  them 
out  of  step  with  the  times,  according  to 
exhibitor  reports. 

Nearly  unanimous  is  the  opinion  of 
theatre  operators  that  radio  “commenta- 
tor-critics” and  Hollywood  broadcasts  (of 
which  so  many  are  produced  with  material 
unfavorable  to  the  film  stars  in  the  pre- 
sentation) , keep  more  people  out  of  thea- 


told  Boxoffice  that  he  had  not  lost  any 
money  on  the  deal  by  which  he  lost  con- 
trol of  the  Midwest  theatres  back  to  Jacob 
Schreiber  last  May,  contradicting  the  gen- 
eral impression  in  film  circles  here.  Bro- 
der said  that  he  had  given  Schreiber  $10,- 
000  cash  when  he  took  over  the  houses,  in 
return  for  which  he  was  to  receive  stock. 
When  the  reversing  action,  restoring  the 
theatres  to  Schreiber,  took  place,  Broder 
stated,  compromised  with  Schreiber  by  ac- 
cepting a five-year  lease  for  the  candy 
concession  at  all  the  houses,  and  Schreiber 
agreed  to  apply  $200  a month  as  credit  on 
the  rent  of  the  concessions  to  wipe  out 
the  $10,000.  Prior  to  that  time,  Broder 
had  operated  the  candy  concession  for 
years,  but  without  any  lease. 


Seating  Deals  Closed  by 
Carr  at  Years  End 

Detroit  — Three  separate  seat  sales 
marked  the  year’s  end  for  George  W.  Carr 
of  International  Seat  Corp.  Into  George 
W.  Sampson’s  new  Esquire  Theatre  went 
1,200  chairs  and  for  the  new  Atlas  The- 
atre, 1,000.  Also  a contract  to  seat  five 
class  rooms  and  a memorial  room  in  the 
Shaare  Zedek  synagogue  was  secured  by 
the  veteran  seating  dealer. 


Elwood  Blanc  Manager 
Of  Allen  in  Akron 

Akron — Appointment  of  Elwood  Blanc 
as  manager  of  the  Allen  Theatre  here  is 
announced  by  officials  of  the  A.  C.  The- 
atre Co.,  operators.  Blanc  comes  here 
from  Canton  where  he  managed  the  Mo- 
zart for  several  years. 

Blanc  succeeds  H.  E.  McManus,  who  has 
moved  to  the  Cleveland  offices  of  the 
operating  company. 


tres  than  any  other  factor.  So-called 
radio  commentators  have  just  about  killed 
any  real  opportunity  for  the  program  pic- 
tures (the  bread  and  butter  kind),  and 
these  super-super  show-off  “reporters” 
don’t  do  the  industry’s  more  elaborate 
productions  any  good  either,  local  show- 
men contend. 

Warners  Added  Five  Theatres 

Warner  Bros,  acquired  the  two  theatres 
at  Tyrone,  Pa.,  from  the  estate  of  the  late 
George  C.  Wilson.  During  the  summer 
this  circuit  corporation  took  over  opera- 
tion of  the  Mt.  Oliver  Theatre.  In  Sep- 
tember the  Brookline  Theatre  was  ac- 
quired and  after  operation  for  several 
weeks  was  closed.  Several  months  ago  this 
organization’s  new  theatre  at  State  Col- 
lege was  opened.  Local  reports  indicate 
Warners  will  operate  a second  theatre 
which  is  to  be  built  at  Titusville. 

During  the  year  40  newly  constructed 
theatres  were  opened  in  the  local  area. 

Only  two  or  three  theatres  were  dis- 
mantled during  the  same  period  and  prac- 
tically all  “closed”  theatres  in  the  terri- 
tory were  opened,  a number  of  them  hav- 
ing been  dark  for  eight  and  ten  years. 


Relief  Committee 
Has  Balance 


Pittsburgh — The  Pilmrow  Relief  Com- 
mittee, receiving  $454.10  in  contributions 
from  local  members  of  the  industry,  dis- 
tributed $330  as  Christmas  gifts  to  former 
members  of  the  trade  now  in  need.  The 
balance  will  be  similarly  applied  as  occa- 
sion demands. 

Contributors  to  the  fund  follow: 

$100 — Variety  Club;  $25 — John  H.  Harris,  Harry 
M.  Kalmine;  $15 — 'Republic  Pictures  Corp.  ol’ 
Pittsburgh;  $10 — Morris  Roth,  A1  Weiss,  Mort  and 
Art  England,  Ike  Browar.^ky,  Oliver  A.  Kihchel, 
Fred  and  Eddie  Beedle;  $7 — William  and  Harry 
Walker;  $0 — Art  Morrone;  $5 — Israel  Roth,  N. 
W.  Fredrick,  Sam  Neaman,  J.  H.  Rankin,  Tom 
Schrader,  B.  G.  Neyland,  H.  L.  Koontz,  William 
L.  Brown.  Charles  R.  Blatt,  Nick  Malanos,  James 
Madden,  B.  J.  Redfoot,  Moore  & Finkel,  Hendel  & 
Ftosen,  Bennett  Amdur,  John  Bixler,  H.  L.  Stahl, 
William  Finkel,  Guy  and  John  Oglietti. 

$3^ — Peter  Antonoplos;  $2.50 — Dave  Leff,  Archie 
Fineman,  Lem,  C.  Harvey;  $2 — Ike  Berney,  Harry 
La  Vine,  W.  C.  Aiken,  Miss  M.  E.  Shiveley,  Theo. 
Mickolowsky,  Peter  Profili,  Frank  Panoplos;  $1 — • 
George  Clair,  Ken  Woodward,  Gus  Vaveris,  Hy- 
men M.  Wheeler,  Joe  Moritz,  Joe  Cransfield,  Max 
Cransfield,  Max  Arnold.  Andy  Battiston,  John 
Perry,  Jack  Mapel,  John  Mueller,  Fred  J.  Her- 
rington, Norm  C.  Huhn,  Fred  Solomon,  Abe  Stein- 
berg, Sam  Steinberg,  Mark  Goldman,  Carl  Poke, 
Harry  Wood.  J.  F.  Smith,  G.  Caruthers,  Harry 
Rachiele,  Charles  Derry,  Andy  Askouses,  F.  E. 
Hasley,  R.  F.  Klingensmith,  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
Joseph  W.  Mercer,  Peter  Alderman,  A.  L.  Hodgson. 

United  Artists — Abe  Weiner,  $3.50;  Harry  Rees, 
$2.50;  Dave  Brown,  $2.50;  William  Scott,  $2;  James 
Nash.  $2. 

LTniver.sal — Joseph  R.  Kauffman,  $5;  Si  Feld, 
William  Satori,  Lou  Hess,  Dave  Barnholtz  and 
exchange  employes,  $2  each. 

Grand  National — Jules  Lapidus,  $2.50;  exchange 
staff,  $7. 

Columbia — Sid  Sugarman,  George  Tice,  Charles 
Kosco.  Jack  Kohler,  Bob  Kimelman,  Art  Levy, 
$1  each. 

M-G-M- — J.  J.  Maloney,  $5;  Burt  Bishop,  $2; 
Eddie  Moriarty,  John  Zomnir,  Max  Shabason,  M. 
Brauman,  $1  each;  exchange  employes,  $5.85. 

Miscellaneous  contributions,  under  $1,  totaled 
$5.75. 

Republic,  in  addition  to  its  contribution,  fur- 
nished all  postage.  Letters  were  donated.  Peter 
Alderman’s  secretary  donated  addressing  and 
mailing  services.  Mayer  Publishing  Co.  donated 
contribution  receipts. 

James  H.  Alexander  is  treasurer  of  the  Film- 
row  Relief  Committee. 


Detroit  Variety  Club 
Salutes  New  Year 

Detroit — Variety  Club’s  salute  to  1939 
was  a party  at  the  clubrooms  New  Year’s 
Eve,  with  the  incoming  house  committee 
as  hosts.  Committee  includes  Edgar  E. 
Kirchner,  chairman;  Jack  Stewart,  Harris 
Silverberg,  Joe  Watson,  Jack  Saxe,  vice- 
chairman,  Max  Blumenthal,  and  Irving 
Belinsky. 

The  Variety  Syncopators,  led  by  Hal 
Burriss,  were  augmented  for  the  event 
by  the  Sol  Bern’s  Strollers,  and  Lieut. 
John  Bartkowiak  of  the  Dearborn  police 
department  and  his  Juvenile  Musical  En- 
semble. 

For  this  Saturday,  January  7,  is  slated 
the  first  Saturday  Night  Frolic,  with  Co- 
operative Theatres  as  hosts.  Topping  the 
reception  list  are  General  Manager  Carl 
Buermele,  Office  Manager  Sam  Barrett, 
and  President  Fred  De  Lodder. 


Engel  Into  Premiums 

Pittsburgh — Lou  Engel,  former  local  film 
sales  representative  and  well  known  to 
the  trade  in  this  area,  has  opened  a pre- 
mium office  at  1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies, 
second  floor. 


How  Pittsburgh  Area  Fared 


98 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  7,  1939 


CMCIWMATI 

j^AX  STAHL  left  for  Shelbyville  to 
open  his  new  theatre,  the  Ritz.  The 
house  opened  January  2.  Stahl  resigned 
as  business  manager  for  United  Artists 
here  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  new 
venture. 

The  new  year  ushered  in  twin  sons  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  Williams.  Williams  is 
representative  for  Republic. 

Pete  Niland,  Columbia’s  city  salesman, 
has  returned  from  New  York  . . . J.  J. 
Grady,  20th-Pox,  is  back  from  the  coast 
and  RKO’s  A1  Sugarman  is  back  from 
Florida,  escorting  home  his  wife  and  son, 
sojourning  there  the  past  six  weeks  . . . 
R.  J.  Harrell,  Avalon  Theatre,  Cleveland, 
is  leaving  for  a two  months’  vacation  in 
Florida. 

Paramount’s  Joe  Oulahan  was  returned 
without  opposition  as  Chief  Barker  of 
Queen  City  Variety  Club.  J.  J.  Grady, 
2Qth-Fox,  and  Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld, 
were  also  returned  to  office  as  vice-presi- 
dents, and  Joe  Kolling  and  Ralph  Kinsler 
of  Trailer-Made  kept  their  posts  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

M-G-M’s  Alice  Mowthorpe  is  in  a pre- 
carious condition  at  the  local  hospital,  and 
when  a call  for  blood  for  transfusions 
came  the  entire  personel  of  M-G-M  sub- 
mitted to  tests.  Mrs.  John  Hannah’s  blood 
was  found  to  be  matching,  and  a trans- 
fusion was  effected. 

Beverly  Hills  was  the  winner  of  the 
Cadillac  car  in  Queen  City  Variety  Club’s 
charity  fund  drive.  Beverly,  however,  is  not 
a lady,  but  a night  club  much  patronized 
by  filmites,  and  was  the  generous  buyer  of 
25  tickets. 

Visitors  this  week  included  Mrs.  Laura 
Dell  Dugle,  Manchester;  William  Settos, 
Liberty,  Springfield;  Guy  C.  Greathouse, 
Palace,  Aurora  and  J.  R.  Laws,  Lebanon. 

William  Bien  of  Theatre  Poster  Supplies 
was  to  leave  Cincinnati,  January  5 for  the 
convention  of  the  National  Poster  Service 
Ass’n,  to  he  held  in  New  York  City. 

Theatre  Poster  Supplies  is  enlarging 
their  quarters,  moving  their  offices  to  the 
second  floor  of  Film  Art  Row  and  devoting 
the  entire  present  quarters  to  shipping. 

Ralph  Kinsler,  Trailer-Made  service,  has 
returned  from  Florida.  Kinsler,  although 
on  vacation,  closed  the  Settos- Rosenthal 
circuit,  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  for  Trailer- 
Made. 

The  Warner  Club’s  party  at  the  Variety 
clubrooms  was  a happy  affair,  and  the 
organization  extends  thanks  to  the  Va- 
riety Club,  to  Harry  Nolan  and  Mrs.  Lutye 
Sohngen  for  arrangements. 


Ellis > Auten  Conier 

New  York — Gordon  Ellis,  managing  di- 
rector of  British  Empire  Films,  Ltd.,  of 
Australia,  and  representative  of  Norman 
Ridge,  financial  head  of  Greater  Union 
Theatres,  arrived  on  the  Franconia  for  a 
three-week  visit  here  and  conferences  with 
Capt.  Harold  Auten,  American  representa- 
tive for  the  Australian  circuit. 


Holiday  Takes  Low 
In  Cleveland 


Cleveland — The  holiday  theatre  busi- 
ness here  was  disappointing.  In  fact, 
according  to  one  of  the  affiliated  circuit 
heads,  business  during  the  week  interven- 
ing between  Christmas  and  New  Years, 
was  considerably  below  the  average  for 
the  same  period  of  time. 

No  satisfactory  diagnosis  for  the  sick 
boxoffice  has  been  made.  It  has  been 
the  fact  in  other  years  that  once  Christ- 
mas is  over,  people  start  flocking  to  the 
theatres  which  they  have  neglected  just 
prior  to  Chiistmas. 

This  year,  say  those  who  count  the 
receipts,  the  customary  come-back  failed 
to  materialize. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  sports  exhibitions 
did  better  than  average  business.  Basket- 
ball and  hockey  games  were  played  before 
record  crowds. 

So  it  wasn’t  the  lack  of  money  that  kept 
people  away  from  the  theatre  because 
sports  admissions  are  much  higher  than 
theatre  admissions.  The  Hanna,  only 
legitimate  theatre  in  the  city,  was  dark 
during  the  holiday  period. 


Slogan  Contest  Celebrates 
Theatre's  Anniversary 

Cleveland  — Warner’s  $350,000  Colony 
Theatre  celebrated  its  first  birthday  on 
December  28.  And  that  auspicious  date, 
on  which  $100  was  awarded  to  the  winner 
of  a contest  to  select  the  theatre’s  name, 
was  duplicated  with  a similar  contest. 
Only  this  time,  instead  of  a name,  a suit- 
able slogan  was  the  aim  of  the  contest. 

In  order  to  stimulate  business  over  the 
holiday  period,  Sidney  Dannenberg,  head 
of  the  Warner  theatre  exploitation  and 
publicity  department  in  this  territory, 
launched  the  contest  which  resulted  in 
getting  from  the  local  newspapers,  one 
hundi-ed  inches  of  free  space  spread  over 
a period  of  nine  days.  Prizes  were  $25.00 
in  cash,  and  25  pairs  of  passes. 


Wadlow  Sells  Suburban 
Theatre  to  Associated 

Detroit  — The  Rialto  at  Wyandotte, 
south  end  suburb,  has  been  taken  over  by 
Associated  Theatres  circuit,  from  Frank 
Wadlow. 

Associated  also  has  been  dickering  for 
the  Majestic,  managed  by  George  Wilbur, 
which,  with  the  big  Wyandotte  Theatre 
built  last  summer,  would  give  them  all 
three  houses  there. 

The  Rialto  follows  the  Hollywood  in 
protection  on  the  west  side  of  the  metro- 
politan area. 

A1  Grasgrin,  manager  of  the  Trenton 
Theatre,  will  be  supervising  manager  of 
the  Trenton,  Wyandotte  and  Rialto. 
George  Brennan,  manager  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte, will  assume  direct  management  of 
the  Rialto,  in  addition. 


B.  HORWITZ,  general  manager  of  the 
Washington  circuit,  left  last  Thursday 
for  Hollywood,  Florida,  to  complete  his 
convalescence  from  pneumonia  . . . Joe 
Shagrin,  Youngstown  exhibitor,  whose  new 
Foster  Theatre  opened  during  the  holi- 
days, was  in  town  suffering  from  the  tail 
end  of  a flu  cold. 

Joe  Krenitz,  Universal  city  salesman, 
sends  holiday  greetings  to  his  friends  in 
the  industry  with  all  good  wishes  for  suc- 
cess in  1939.  Inadvertently,  Joe’s  name 
was  omitted  from  Universal’s  Greetings 
card  in  the  Christmas  issue  of  Boxoffice. 

Sylvia  Amster,  secretary  to  RKO  Branch 
Manager  Herbert  Greenwald,  is  shopping 
for  a cruise  wardrobe.  She  sails  January 
20  on  the  Normandie  for  a vacation  trip 
to  southern  ports. 

Carl  Evers  of  Sunray  Films,  Inc.,  came 
in  town  for  the  holidays,  leaving  imme- 
diately after  the  first  of  the  year  for  New 
York  where  he  is  in  charge  of  “The  Little 
Flower  of  Jesus,”  now  playing  an  extended 
run  at  the  Belmont  Theatre. 

Stanley  Sodenberg,  of  Grand  National, 
back  from  his  Christmas  trip  to  Minne- 
apolis, brings  back  regards  to  local  film 
folks  from  Bill  Shartin,  formerly  local 
GN  branch  manager. 

Miss  Nazera  Zegiob,  owner  and  operator 
of  the  Dreamland  and  Elvira  theatres  in 
Lorain,  has  started  work  of  remodeling 
the  old  Pearl  Theatre  into  a new  500-seat 
house.  Paul  Matzinger  of  Cleveland,  is 
the  architect.  Miss  Zegiob  expects  to  have 
the  building  completed  in  early  spring. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager  and 
Variety  Club  president,  left  on  Wednesday 
to  join  Mrs.  Wolf  in  Dallas,  Texas.  He 
plans  to  be  gone  a couple  of  weeks  . . . 
Gene  Vogel,  M-G-M  salesman  formerly 
in  this  territory  and  now  working  out  of 
Albany,  was  in  town  over  the  holidays 
visiting  Mrs.  Vogel’s  family. 


NOW-  BUY  THEM 
OUTRIGHT -AT  A 
LOW  COST 

IDEAL  FOR 
MERCHAN- 
DISE 
and 
CASH 
GIVE 
AWAYS 

CARDS  ARE  SOLD  OUTRIGHT. 

No  Other  Charges  or  Royalties 
Whatsoever. 

Send  in  a Trial  Order  Todayl 

LAKE  SHORE  SALES  CO. 

Theatre  Premlam  Headquarters 
Complete  Salem  China  Line  on  Display 
404  FILM  BLDG.  — CLKVELAND,  OHIO 
Phone — PKospeot  4583 
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NINE-POUND  SON,  born  Christmas 
Week  to  the  Robert  Clarks,  has  been 
named  Robert  Noel  Clark.  Pop  is  ad  sales 
manager  at  the  local  Paramount  exchange 
and  grandpop  is  the  same  company’s 
Cleveland  branch  manager,  “Duke”  Clark. 
Best  wishes  . . . Harold  Lund,  Ross  Fed- 
eral Service’s  division  manager,  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Miami  . . . The  party  West 
Virginia  exhibitors  will  stage  for  Charlie 
Dortic  and  Bobby  Dunbar  will  be  an  event 
of  late  January,  probably  at  Clarksburg 
. . . Harry  M.  Kalmine,  WB  zone  man- 
ager, was  initiated  as  an  associate  mem- 
ber of  Pitt’s  Phi  Epsilon  Pi  fraternity  at 
a banquet  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel. 

Officer  George  W.  Geyer  of  the  motor- 
cycle division  has  issued  warning  that  all 
autos  parked  hi  the  alley  behind  the  film 
exchanges  will  be  presented  with  traffic 
violation  tags.  Fire  department  officials 
as  well  as  city  police  officials  have  issued 
orders  that  parking  of  cars  in  the  alley  is 
forbidden.  Please  cooperate  with  Officer 
Geyer.  He  wants  to  give  everybody  a break 
but  he  has  his  duty  to  perform  as  regards 
illegal  parking. 

Jimmy  Stewart  spent  the  holidays  here 
and  at  his  home  in  Indiana,  Pa.  His  latest 
picture  is  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  a UA 
release  . . . Saul  Steinfeld  of  the  RKO 
accessory  department,  is  playing  “Baby 
Face”  in  the  “Y”  Playhouse’s  production 
of  “Dead  End,”  January  8-10.  Seymour 
Lefton,  son  of  the  Lew  Leftons,  is  seen 
in  the  same  play  as  the  rich  boy. 

“Grand  Illusion,”  French  production 
which  received  the  best  critical  notices  of 
1938,  has  been  held  over  at  the  Art  Cin- 
ema. Gabe  Rubin  plans  a return  engage- 
ment at  the  Art  Cinema  of  the  Yiddish 
musical  film,  “The  Cantor’s  Son.” 

Jolm  H.  Harris  was  spotlighted  last  week 
when  Pennsylvania’s  new  governor,  Ar- 
thur H.  James,  was  introduced  at  Du- 
quesne  Garden  where  he  was  witnessing 
the  Ice  Follies  of  1939.  The  theatre  execu- 
tive and  his  uncle,  Frank  J.  Harris,  were 
seated  in  the  governor’s  box  when  the 
“spot”  was  turned  in  their  direction. 

Joseph  F.  “Dad”  Quillan  writes  that 
son  Eddie  has  appeared  in  three  pictures 
since  he  signed  Bill  Miklejohn  as  his  repre- 
sentative four  months  ago.  In  addition  to 
Universal’s  “Swing,  Sister,  Svxing,”  which 
we  viewed  here  some  weeks  ago,  Eddie 
has  a role  in  Selznick’s  “Made  for  Each 
Other”  and  is  playing  the  brother  of 
Douglas  Corrigan  in  “The  Flying  Irish- 
man.” Eddie’s  brother  Joe,  with  Issy  Elin- 
son,  continues  with  the  writing  of  Eddie 
Cantor’s  radio  program.  As  usual.  Dad  re- 
quests we  express  best  wishes  to  the  Quil- 
lans’  friends  in  the  trade  here. 

From  Hollywood  we  hear  from  Virginia 
and  Buster  Crabbe.  Thanks  . . . One  of 
the  most  popular  of  all  Hollywood  singers 
is  here  again.  Making  his  third  appear- 
ance at  the  Stanley  Theatre  within  two 
years,  is  Pittsburgh’s  favorite,  Phil  Regan. 
Last  time  he  was  in  town  he  visited  at  the 
Boxoffice  desk,  but  ye  scribe  was  down 
in  the  mountains  of  West  Virginia  and 
didn’t  get  to  say  “hello.” 


Filmrow's  happiest  man  this  week  was 
Abe  Weiner,  UA  branch  manager,  who 
visited  in  Boston  during  the  holidays  and 
was  tendered  a testimonial  banquet  by  the 
Friars  Club,  the  film  industry’s  social  or- 
ganization of  Hew  England.  He  was  pre- 
sented with  a fine  engraved  wrist  watch, 
7vhich  must  have  cost  more  than  $200,  and 
with  a leather  case  clock  for  his  office 
desk.  Weiner  was  associated  with  the 
Boston  branch  of  UA  for  20  years  before 
being  transferred  to  this  city.  The  testi- 
monial, during  the  holidays,  attests  to 
his  popularity  there,  and  he  is  making  a 
host  of  friends  here,  too. 

Mrs.  Ai'thur  Morrone  was  serving  on  a 
jury  this  week  . . . Eddie  Moreels,  Mon- 
arch sales  representative  for  West  Vir- 
ginia, has  invested  in  a new  Plymouth 
car  . . . Little  Jennie,  “The  Duchess”  at 
the  Filmrow  Restaurant,  was  injured  in 
an  auto  accident  this  week  . . . Lew  and 
Milt  Lefton  were  to  depart  late  this  week 
for  New  York  to  look  over  the  new  inde- 
pendent product. 

Larry  Katz,  I AT  SB’s  representative  here 
who  was  recently  re-elected  for  the  tenth 
consecutive  year  as  president  of  the  Har- 
risburg local  of  the  operators’  union,  has 
been  additionally  horiored  by  that  group. 
He  is  carrying  a gold  card,  emblematic  of 
honorary  life  membership,  a tribute  which 
he  prizes  highly. 

Miss  Mae  E.  Shively,  manager  of  the 
Mid-State  Theatre  Co.,  Clearfield,  Pa.,  va- 
cationed in  Philadelphia  last  week  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Thompson,  owners 
of  the  amusement  enterprises  . . . The 
“big  wind”  of  two  weeks  ago  ripped  off 
part  of  the  tin  on  the  roof  of  John  Bix- 
ler’s.  Strand  Theatre,  Scottdale. 

Michael  Manos,  circuit  operator,  has 
been  traveling  back  and  forth  to  Hew 
York  since  the  accident  which  nearly  cost 
the  life  of  his  son-in-law.  Dr.  K.  P.  Kos- 
tan.  The  latter,  who  is  half  owner  of  the 
Manos  Theatre,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  is  the 
young  man  who  walked  into  an  open  ele- 
vator shaft  on  the  11th  floor  of  a Hew 
York  hotel,  grabbed  a cable  wire  and  held 
fast  while  he  fell  the  full  depth.  He  is  in 
a cast  and  is  progressing  as  well  as  could 
be  expected.  Mrs.  Manos  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  remain  in  Hew  York. 
The  circuit  executive  was  abed  himself 
for  several  days  last  week. 

Harry  Rice,  former  UA  exploiteer,  was 
here  doing  his  stuff  for  the  independent 
“Children  of  the  Wild,”  which  world- 
premiered  at  the  Pulton  . . . Mildred  Kai- 
ser, secretary  to  John  H.  Hands,  will  be 
the  bride  of  Tom  Triggs  who  is  engaged 
in  the  building  supply  business  . . . Harry 
M.  Kalmine,  WB  zone  manager,  and  Mrs. 
Kalmine  are  preparing  to  depart  for  a 
vacation  in  Honolulu  . . . “Let  My  People 
Live,”  a 25-mtnute  film  showing  the  as- 
pects of  tuberculosis  among  Negroes,  is 
available  in  Allegheny  county  from  the 
Tuberculosis  League  of  Pittsbiu’gh. 

Opening  of  Jane  Withers  on  the  stage 
and  Columbia’s  “Blondie”  on  the  screen 

(Continued  on  page  102) 


His  Ten  Best  With 
"No  Apologies" 


Pittsburgh — With  his  selection  of  the 
ten  best  pictures  of  1938  announced,  Har- 
old W.  Cohen,  Post-Gazette’s  critic,  writes 
that  the  “movie  season  of  1939  has  the 
Old  Massa’s  official  permission  to  get  im- 
der  way.”  “With  no  apologies  at  all  for 
the  omission  of  ‘Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band’,”  the  local  a.  m.  chronicler’s  1938 
prizewinners  are: 

“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,” 
RKO;  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
Col;  “In  Old  Chicago,”  20th-Fox;  “A 
Slight  Case  of  Murder,”  FN;  “Three  Com- 
rades,” M-G-M;  “Holiday,”  Col;  “Love 
Finds  Andy  Hardy,”  M-G-M;  “Pour 
Daughters,”  FN;  “The  Citadel,”  M-G-M; 
“Tire  Adventui’es  of  Robin  Hood,”  FN. 

Cohen’s  next  ten  best  are:  “Boys  Town,” 
“Rage  of  Paris,”  “Mad  About  Music,”  “Al- 
giers,” “Hold  That  Co-Ed,”  “Brother  Rat,” 
“A  Christmas  Carol,”  “A  Man  to  Remem- 
ber,” “Dark  Rapture,”  “The  Arkansas 
Traveler.” 

Cohen’s  annual  anaesthesia,  called  “The 
Ten  Best,”  is  defended  in  these  words: 

“Chins  in  columnar  circles  take  a ter- 
rible beating  these  days,  but  then  that’s 
the  price  the  self-annointed  expert  must 
pay  for  sticking  his  neck  out  in  the  guise 
of  an  authority.  Still,  as  the  vaudeville 
hams  used  to  say — in  fact,  they  still  do — 
it’s  better  than  driving  a truck!” 


Boom  Frank  Harris  for 
State  Senate  Seat 

Pittsburgh  — Frank  J.  Harris,  theatre 
executive  and  Allegheny  county  Republi- 
can chairman,  is  being  “boomed”  for  a 
seat  in  the  state  senate.  He  is  generally 
expected  to  be  a candidate  for  the  vacancy 
in  the  45th  district.  His  friends  are  urg- 
ing him  to  run  in  the  belief  it  would  go  a 
long  way  toward  winning  another  seat  in 
the  senate  for  the  Republicans.  The  seat 
is  the  one  from  which  Dr.  P.  J.  Henney 
resigned  recently  after  the  supreme  court 
ruled  that  he  could  not  hold  it  and  the 
office  of  Allegheny  county  coroner  at  the 
same  time. 


Pittsburgh  Actors'  Unit 
Becomes  CIO  Local 

Pittsburgh — Entertainers  Federation  of 
America,  organized  here  three  years  ago, 
has  been  granted  a charter  by  the  CIO 
and  will  be  known  as  the  United  Enter- 
tainers Local  Industrial  Union,  No.  921. 

James  Loster,  president  of  the  local,  an- 
nounces that  the  union’s  168  members  in 
western  Pennsylvania  are  the  first  of  their 
profession  ever  issued  a charter  by  the 
CIO.  Other  officers  are  Bobby  Fife,  vice- 
president;  Sydney  Magidson,  treasurer; 
Betty  Simon,  recording  secretary,  and  Amy 
Berlinger,  corresponding  secretary. 
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A Petition  for  Trustee's 
Removal  Has  Setback 

Detroit  — Federal  Judge  Ernest  A. 
O’Brien  has  denied  without  prejudice  a 
petition  asking  for  the  removal  of  David 
Idzal  and  the  Union  Guardian  Trust  Co. 
as  trustees  of  the  Colwood  Co.,  owners  of 
the  Fox  Theatre  and  the  Fox  Building. 

The  judge  stated  he  wanted  to  give  the 
trustees  time  to  carry  out  their  proposed 
reorganization  arrangement.  Denial  of 
the  petition  without  prejudice,  permits  the 
bondholders  to  renew  their  plea  later  if 
desired. 


Phil  Regan  Signs  New 
Pact  With  Republic 

Pittsburgh — ^Phil  Regan,  appearing  here 
this  week  on  the  stage  of  the  Stanley 
Theatre,  has  signed  a new  contract  with 
Republic  Pictures  and  he  will  return  to 
the  North  Hollywood  studio  to  star  in  a 
major  production,  “The  Life  of  Chauncey 
Olcott.’’  The  film  and  radio  star  will 
enact  the  title  role,  that  of  the  famous 
Irish  tenor,  who  was  himself  a great 
favorite  with  local  theatregoers  of  a gen- 
eration ago.  Regan’s  appearance  at  the 
Stanley  is  his  third  here  in  less  than 
two  years. 


Matthew  Teplitz  Dies  in 
Pittsburgh  Hospital 

Pittsburgh — Matthew  Teplitz,  veteran 
film  distributor  here,  died  at  the  Monte- 
fiore  Hospital.  Born  in  Braddock,  Teplitz 
was  associated  with  Warner  Bros,  in  the 
early  days  of  their  enterprise,  and  had 
been  in  the  furniture  business  at  Finley- 
ville  for  the  past  nine  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Rodef  Shalom  Temple.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  three  children, 
his  mother  and  two  sisters. 

Interment  was  at  West  View  Cemetery 
last  Thursday. 


Lingering  Illness  Fatal 
To  F.  C.  Reinecke 

Akron — Frank  C.  Reinecke,  owner  of 
two  neighborhood  houses  here,  died  last 
week  after  a lingering  illness.  He  was  53. 

An  exhibitor  here  many  years,  he  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  a son,  Frank 
jr.,  a student  at  John  CarroU  University  in 
Cleveland. 

Services  were  held  at  St.  Mary’s  Church 
here.  Burial  was  in  the  Holy  Cross  Ceme- 
tery. 


Walker  Baughman 

CiRCLEviLLE,  Ohio — Walker  Baughman, 
67-year-old  pioneer  exhibitor,  died  here 
last  week  at  his  home  after  a lingering 
illness.  He  was  connected  with  the  indus- 
try over  30  years. 


Walter  C.  Kommel 

East  Liverpool,  Ohio — Walter  C.  Kom- 
mel, 50,  a projectionist  here,  died  last  week 
at  his  home  after  a brief  illness.  A native 
of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  he  had  lived  here  36 
years. 


A Show  Comes  Through 


Pittsburgh — The  tradition  of  “the  show 
going  on”  occupied  public  attention  and 
much  newspaper  space  in  connection  with 
the  New  Year’s  Eve  shows  which  made 
history  here  despite  the  Simday  film  law 
of  Pennsylvania. 

With  the  old  year  expiring  at  midnight 
Saturday,  all  downtown  theatres  and  most 
cf  the  neighborhood  houses  planned  mid- 
night shows,  although  the  1935  act  of 
the  legislature  prohibits  Sunday  shows 
before  2 p.  m.  When  December  31  (Sat- 
urday) arrived,  Police  Superintendent 
Franklin  T.  McQuaide  announced  that  the 
midnight  curfew  would  be  observed  and 
that  theatres  would  be  forbidden  to  oper- 
ate. Mayor  Cornelius  D.  Scully  entered 
the  scene  and  overrode  the  picture  ban 
with  orders  to  the  police  to  “concentrate 
on  law  violations  which  endanger  livesi 
and  property.”  A group  of  theatre  mana- 
gers was  closeted  with  him  at  the  mo- 
ment the  order  was  broadcast  on  the 
teletype.  John  H.  Harris,  a member  of 
the  delegation,  denied  that  the  mayor’s 
visitors  discussed  the  curfew.  “We  were 
talking  over  plans  for  the  President’s 
Birthday  Ball,”  said  the  theatre  execu- 
tive. 

Mayor  Scully  next  sanctioned  a ban  on 
the  shows  which  would  be  on  view  in  the 
early  hours  of  Sunday,  this  announcement 
being  made  by  McQuaide. 

Reversal  of  the  mayor’s  decision  was 
brought  about  when  protests  were  regis- 
tered at  his  office  and  at  the  Governor’s 
office  by  the  Holy  Name  Society  and 
Catholic  Organizations  group,  the  Sab- 
bath Association  of  Western  Pennsylva- 


nia, Pittsburgh  Ministers’  Ass’n  and  the 
Pittsburgh  Council  of  Churches.  Spokes- 
man for  local  groups  was  Dr.  R.  M.  Black- 
wood, secretary  of  the  Sabbath  Ass’n,  and 
he  was  assured  by  the  Safety  Depart- 
ment that  the  law  would  be  enforced. 

McQuaide’s  final  close-up  order  was 
issued  after  7 p.  m.,  and  there  was  con- 
siderable confusion  in  the  ranks  of  New 
Year’s  Eve  celebrants. 

With  police  clamping  down  strict  en- 
forcement of  the  Sabbath  “blue  laws,” 
it  was  generally  believed  that  the  an- 
nounced midnight  shows  were  canceled. 
Instead,  however,  the  theatres  sold  tick- 
ets until  five  minutes  before  midnight 
and  the  shows  continued,  and  with  “ban- 
ner” crowds.  The  Stanley’s  admission  was 
$1.10  and  all  prices  were  scheduled  at 
holiday  rates. 

Uniformed  officers,  who  had  displayed 
the  “ban”  notice  earlier  in  the  evening, 
entered  the  theatres  while  the  midnight 
shows  were  in  progress  and  obtained  the 
names  of  the  managers,  indicating  pos- 
sible future  legal  action,  but  made  no 
efforts  to  stop  the  shows. 

At  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Mayor  Daniel  J. 
Shields  banned  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight 
shows.  Theatres  had  planned  to  usher  in 
New  Year’s  with  Satm’day  midnight  per- 
formances but  these  plans  were  discard- 
ed when  the  mayor  announced  that  re- 
gardless of  whether  tickets  already  had 
been  sold  for  the  Sunday  shows,  there 
would  be  no  “picture  shows”  open  from 
midnight  Saturday  until  midnight  Sun- 
day. The  city  of  Johnstown  rejected  Sun- 
day films  in  a referendum. 


ID)  IE  T IR^  O K T 


■^ICTOR  TRAVERS,  for  some  20  years 

manager  of  the  National  Theatre,  leav- 
ing about  three  years  ago,  is  now  writing 
shorts  for  Columbia  Pictures  in  Holly- 
wood. 

Phil  Kaplan,  manager  of  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.,  celebrated  Christmas  with  a 
big  party  the  day  before  for  his  employes 
— some  30  of  them — at  Variety  clubrooms. 

Matty  Rosen,  manager  for  Ramona  and 
her  Men  of  Music,  who  just  closed  a four- 
week  stand  at  the  Book  Casino,  and  his 
“boss,”  were  frequent  visitors  to  Variety 
during  their  engagement  here.  Rosen  has 
applied  for  nonresident  membership  in 
Detroit’s  Tent. 

Sol  Krim  left  last  week  to  spend  a 
month  at  Miami  Beach.  His  brother,  Mac, 
expects  to  leave  for  Hollywood  for  his  an- 
nual visit  when  Sol  returns,  and  is  worry- 
ing what  he  is  going  to  do  about  his  pet 
bear  . . . Suggestion — how  about  turning 
him  into  a good  bear  steak  and  a rug? 

Ethel  Hale,  secretary  to  J.  O.  Brooks  of 
Butterfield  circuit,  was  rushed  to  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital  for  an  operation  for  ap- 
pendicitis, and  was  convalescing  nicely  at 
latest  reports  . . . The  Butterfield  offices’ 
“girl  with  the  perfect  telephone  memory” 
decided  the  day  after  Christmas  that  this 


scribe  was  Bill  Hurlbut. 

Patrick  Coyle  of  Jam  Handy’s  contact 
staff,  is  leaving  Detroit  to  go  to  the  New 
York  offices  as  assistant  to  Manager 
George  B.  Finch. 

Phil  Kaplan,  manager  of  Theatrical 
Printing  Co.,  became  a grandfather  last 
Wednesday  for  the  first  time — and  be- 
came so  excited  that  he  forgot  the  young- 
ster’s name.  She  is  the  daughter  of  his  son, 
David  Kaplan,  who  is  associated  with  him 
in  the  business. 

Jack  Stewart,  Universal  salesman,  has 
retur?ied  from  a Christmas  vacation  spent 
in  Milwaukee. 

Peter  Simon,  independent  local  pro- 
ducer, was  busy  shooting  a kitchen  scene 
for  a commercial  last  Wednesday,  with 
plenty  of  assorted  vegetables  for  props. 
Simon  jr.,  age  16  and  weighing  slightly 
over  200,  finished  the  scene  by  eating  up 
the  props  . . . Marvin  P.  Kay,  Detroit 
operator,  is  now  helping  his  brother  who  is 
a general  contractor  here. 

Joe  Daly,  who  formerly  managed  the 
Loop  Theatre  for  Associated  circuit,  is  ex- 
pected to  return  from  Sarasota  about 
April,  and  rejoin  the  circuit  here,  his 
friend,  Morton  Maius,  now  running  the 
Loop,  informs. 


BOXOFFICE  January  7,  1939 


101 


(Continued  from  page  100) 

established  new  attendance  and  receipt 
records  at  the  Harris- Alvin  ...  So  suc- 
cessful was  the  "Ice  Follies  of  1939”  at 
Duquesne  Garden  last  week  that  the  Har- 
ris organization  has  rebooked  this  color- 
ful and  thrilling  extravaganza  for  an- 
other week  late  next  month  . . . Says 
Kaspar  Monahan,  Pittsburgh  Press  show 
shoppers:  "Distinguished  films,  in  my 
opinion,  were  few  and  far  between  during 
1938  and  the  output  on  the  whole  was  be- 
low that  of  the  previous  year  as  to  en- 
tertainment value.” 

Quoting  others,  we  find  that  in  re- 
gards to  the  apparent  Hollywood  cen- 
sorship abatement,  Dick  Chase,  motion 
picture  editor  of  the  Jewish  Criterion 
(Pittsburgh),  writes:  “Now,  after  talk- 
ing for  ten  years,  pictures  may  say  some- 
thing, we  hope!”  . . . And  from  Leonard 
Mendlowitz  of  the  American  Jewish  Out- 
look (Pittsbui’gh)  : “1938  will  be  remem- 
bered as  the  year  when  the  movies  had 
to  resort  to  a contest  to  compete  with 
Bank  Night  and  Bingo.  ‘Movies  are  your 
best  entertainment,’  but  we  still  feel  that 
only  the  good  pictures  will  do  the  good 
business.” 

Be7i  Bernie’s  new  date  at  the  Staiiley 
is  the  week  of  January  20;  another  Feb- 
ruary attraction  is  Ted  Weems  . . . State 
Theatre,  Wilkinsburg,  now  operated  by 
Leon  Reichblurn,  is  sporting  a new  front 
and  other  improvements  are  contemplated 
. . . Lou  Hess,  New  Universal  salesman, 
was  abed  with  the  flu  over  the  holidays. 


Yesterday 

Turning  Back  Our  Pages 

10  Years  Ago 

''^ATHERINE  Variety  Sheridan,”  one- 
month-old  baby  abandoned  in  the 
Sheridan  Square  Theatre,  adopted  by  the 
Variety  Club  . . . Ira  H.  Cohn  comes  here 
as  Pox  branch  manager,  succeeding  Wil- 
liam Kupper  who  was  advanced  to  the 
home  office  . . . Harry  M.  and  Albert 
Warner  here  to  attend  opening  of  Enright 
Theatre,  the  new  East  Liberty  house  hav- 
ing been  named  in  honor  of  Tom  En- 
right, one  of  the  first  three  Americans 
killed  in  the  World  War.  James  G.  Bal- 
mer  assumed  duties  as  manager  of  the 
Enright  . . . Dominick  Jim  and  L.  H. 
Garbarino  acquire  theatres  at  Kittan- 
ning . . . Ben  Nadler  opens  his  new  Am- 
bridge  Theatre  . . . George  Lanahan  trans- 
ferred from  Washington  to  local  sales 
post  with  Universal  . . . Wilmer  & Vin- 
cent’s State,  Altoona,  opened  with  sound 
and  managed  by  Jack  Maloy. 

Ben  Shlyen,  our  publisher,  observes  his 
tenth  anniversary  in  the  motion  picture 
publishing  field  . . . C.  B.  Hall,  veteran 
Parkersburg  exhibitor,  announces  plans  for 
new  theatre  there  . . . James  B.  Clark 
and  Alice  Leech,  the  former  Mi’s.  H.  Eg- 
gers,  married  here  . . . Picture  of  the 
week:  Richard  Barthelmess  in  “Scarlet 
Seas.” 


Metro  Auditors  Back  to 
Field  Aiter  Meeting 

New  York — M-G-M’s  traveling  auditors 
have  returned  to  the  field  after  a four- 
day  annual  convention  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 
While  here,  the  men  were  under  the  wing 
of  A.  P.  Cummings,  head  of  exchange 
operations,  and  C.  K.  Stern,  assistant  trea- 
surer. William  P.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager,  and  other  home  office  execu- 
tives attended  a few  sessions.  A banquet 
was  held  on  the  eve  of  the  men’s  depar- 
ture. 

Those  who  attended  were  Parke  D. 
Agnew,  Charles  W.  Aaron,  John  J.  Ash, 
Thomas  P.  Grady,  Robert  L.  Long,  William 
Marsh,  C.  J.  School  and  J.  H.  Zimmerman. 
Plorence  Ehrlich,  Cummings’  secretary, 
and  Rose  L.  Klein,  his  assistant,  also  were 
present. 

Both  Sides  File  Briefs 
In  the  Loew  Suit 

New  York — Attorneys  for  both  sides  in 
the  minority  stockholders’  suit  against 
Loew's  directors  and  executives  have  iiled 
briefs  before  Supreme  Com't  Jusuice  Louis 
A.  Valente.  In  each  case,  a resume  was 
given  with  citations  from  the  law.  Alvin 
J.  Van  Berg  of  Proskauer,  Rose  & Paskus 
drew  up  the  Loew  brief,  while  Emil  K. 
Ellis  acted  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Pittsburgh — The  following  are  the  stand- 
ings of  the  Pittsburgh  Pilmrow  Bowling 


League  as  of  January  6: 


Mon 

26 

Lost 

13 

23 

16 

21 

18 

20 

19 

20 

19 

19 

20 

^Oth-Lov  

17 

22 

10 

39 

HIGH  INDIVIDUAL 

SCORE  (1 

game) — W. 

^Valters  (Para),  247;  S.  Perilman  (Pvep),  225, 
PilGH  INL)IVIL>UAL  SCORE  (3  games) — W. 
Walters  (Para),  574;  J.  Scholl  (M-G-M),  534. 

HIGH  TEAM  SCORE  (1  game)— Republic,  774; 
Superior,  708. 

Sche<iule  for  Jan.  13,  1938 


Universal  vs.  Monarch.. 

Republic  vs.  Columbia.. 

Alleys  3 and  4 

Loew's  vs.  20th-Fox.... 

Paramount  vs.  Superior. 

7 and  8 

INDlVinUAl, 

STANDINGS 

Games 

Avg. 

39 

152.37 

18 

145.15 

36 

144.33 

39 

144.8 

36 

136 

25 

134.19 

G Ball*  

36 

132.1 

P.  Quiter  

15 

131.8 

36 

129.19 

W.  Hepp*  

18 

129.6 

18 

127.4 

B.  Clark  

39 

126.35 

37 

126.35 

38 

126.12 

36 

126.11 

39 

125.26 

36 

124.32 

E.  Joyce  

21 

124.19 

36 

123.21 

33 

123.12 

39 

123.1 

39 

122.37 

30 

10. 9_  9. 9. 

36 

122.14 

34 

121.29 

33 

121.25 

35 

120.20 

39 

120.11 

18 

119.7 

J.  Alexander  

22 

118.4 

A.  Levy  

30 

117.19 

J.  Ryave  

38 

115.28 

.1.  Mayer  

26 

114.16 

29 

112.1 

39 

111.23 

36 

111.10 

30 

110.25 

J.  Veldenzer  

30 

109.17 

"Snow  White"  Ends  11 
Weeks  of  First  Runs 

Detroit — ^“Snow  White”  has  bowed  out 
of  that  bracket  after  11  weeks  of  first 
runs — setting  a record  for  the  past  decade 
in  Detroit.  The  film  originally  had  two 
weeks  at  the  United  Artists  and  six  at 
the  Madison  Theatre  last  Pebruary,  and 
was  revived  early  in  December  for  a sup- 
posed single  week  only  at  the  United 
Artists. 

Business  on  the  first  week  was  so  good 
that  George  W.  Trendle  of  United  Detroit 
signed  a contract  with  Branch  Manager 
James  Sharkey  of  RKO  for  the  21  days. 
The  film  is  expected  to  be  set  for  its  sec- 
ond runs  here  soon. 


Frank  Orban  Jr,  to  Law 
Practice  at  Somerset 

Hooversville,  Pa. — Prank  A.  Orban  jr. 
has  partially  forsaken  exhibition  here  to 
engage  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Somer- 
set, Pa.  Attorney  Orban  is  a graduate 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Michigan  State  Bar  as  well 
as  the  Pennsylvania  Bar.  He  operated  the 
theatre  here  while  a student. 

Temporarily  he  is  associated  with  the 
law  offices  of  Budd  B.  Boose  of  Somerset, 
but  he  will  keep  in  touch  with  his  theatre 
business  as  film  and  supply  buyer. 


U.  Miller  35  108.27 

F.  Marino  31  107 

IK  Allen  39  105.18 

J.  Onistein  39  103.12 

B.  Thomas  39  102.14 

M.  Broudy  38  101.25 

H.  Silverman  30  101.19 

B.  Nesbit  9 100.1 

I.  Stein  33  98.25 

J.  Hanna  17  98.8 

J.  Weltner  36  96.11 

S.  Leiberfarb  9 96 

J.  Saccone  39  92.34 

E.  Moriarity  9 92.6 

J.  Fontaine  3 92 

F.  Hart  21  91.12 

A.  Sipple  18  90.6 

M.  Barrett  36  89.22 

♦Indicates  $1  award  for  weekly  high  score. 


Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Film  Bowling 
League  bowled  right  through  the  holidays 
with  the  following  results: 


Won 

Lo-st 

Pet. 

Average 

Coluiiibia  

. .33 

15 

688 

779 

Mes.sengers  

. .28 

20 

583 

761 

National  Supply 

. .23 

25 

479 

737 

Metro  

. .22 

26 

I.'jS 

748 

Central  Shipi>ers 

. .26 

22 

542 

744 

K K O 

. .12 

36 

225 

718 

Team 

High 

Single 

886 

Messengers  

868 

National  Supply 

867 

Team 

High 

Three 

Messengers  2426 

Natiiinal  Supply  2420 

Individual  High  Single 

Koteles  

Kriipka  

Sharp  238 

Individual  High  Three 

Rice  ^12 

Jay  White  •'>90 

Fosbender  •'>98 


I?.  Andrews 

588 

Individual 

Averages 

1 7K 

Gross  . . . 

170 

Watts  

148 

Haird  

168 

15.  Andrews 

147 

Write  

168 

Swee  

147 

Fosbender 

166 

Steffons  

146 

.Jay  White 

166 

Sabot  

145 

E.  Fleming 

161 

H.  Fleming 

143 

Miller  

160 

Braeuning  . . . 

141 

Huber  

160 

Sodenherg  . . . 

140 

Sharp  

Reimann  .... 

140 

t.'iR 

156 

Gross  

Hernstein  .... 

120 

120 

W.  Gross 

I.aGrow  

120 

l.f;i 

119 
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INDUSTRY  INTO  PORTENTOUS  STRAITS  AS  M&R 
ANTI-TRUST  SUIT  HEARINGS  GET  UNDERWAY 


Damages  of  $2,100,000 
Sought;  A&W  Action 
Is  Included 

By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — An  anti-trust  litigation  osten- 
sibly seeking  damages  of  $2,100,000  but 
capable  of  changing  the  entire  setup  of  a 
billion-dollar  industry  has  been  inaugu- 
rated in  Boston  with  assignment  by  the 

U.  S.  district  court,  for  hearings  before 
a Master,  of  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  suit 
against  the  major  distributors  and  the 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co. 

Hearings,  which  are  to  be  held  from 
day  to  day  until  the  action  is  completed, 
are  before  Philip  A.  Hendrick,  Master,  at 
the  federal  building. 

George  S.  Ryan,  prominent  because  of 
his  connection  with  the  A.  B.  Momand 
case  and  other  monopoly  suits,  is  attor- 
ney for  the  plaintiffs.  Edward  F.  McClen- 
nen,  together  with  J.  J.  Kaplan,  is  appear- 
ing for  all  majors,  with  the  exception  of 
Columbia  which  is  represented  by  Frank 
W.  Crocker  in  three  of  the  actions.  John 

V.  Spalding  is  defense  attorney  for  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres. 

The  $100,000  anti-trust  suit  being 
brought  by  Attorney  Ryan  for  the  A&W 
Amusement  Corp.  is  being  tried  concur- 
rently. 

Kent,  Milliken,  Zukor 

The  first  depositions  to  be  entered  in 
the  hearing  were  those  of  Winfield  An- 
drus, Sidney  R.  Kent,  Carl  E.  Milliken, 
Gabriel  Hess,  Adoph  Zukor,  Felix  A.  Jen- 
kins and  Harold  S.  Bareford. 

Edward  F.  McClennen,  representing  all 
defendant  distributors  with  the  exception 
of  Columbia,  asked  Mr.  Ryan: 

“Wouldn’t  it  be  more  convenient  if  you 
put  in  all  the  depositions  that  you  are 
going  to  before  you  go  into  any  detail 
with  any  of  them?” 

“I  am  going  to  put  them  all  in  eventual- 
ly,” the  prosecuting  attorney  answered. 
“I  don’t  know  that  I want  to  throw  them 
all  in  at  one  time  and  then  try  to  come 
back  to  them  and  see  if  there  are  any 
parts  that  either  of  us  might  want  to 
pay  attention  to.” 

“I  cannot  remember  which  depositions 
Vie  have  taken,”  McClennen  put  in.  “I 
thought  if  we  could  get  them  in  one  spot 
it  would  help.” 

“You  have  copies  of  them,”  Ryan  told 
him. 

Depositions  in  the  litigation  have  been 
taken  spasmodically  throughout  the  past 
year,  both  here  and  in  New  York.  Depo- 
sitions taken  previously  by  Attorney  Ryan 
and  other  anti-trust  suits  he  has  prose- 
cuted also  will  be  introduced,  it  is  expect- 
ed. 

The  question  of  the  extent  of  producer- 


Justice  Dept,  Eye 
On  Clearance 

The  extent  to  which  the  department 
of  justice  is  keeping  an  eye  on  protec- 
tion and  clearance  in  connection  with 
circuit  theatres  and  the  acquisition  of 
new  units  by  affiliated  defendants  in 
the  federal  anti-trust  suit  is  a subject 
of  local  discussion. 


distributor  interests  in  New  England  cir- 
cuits came  up  early. 

“Have  we  agreed  as  to  the  interest  in 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  by 
Paramount  or  Publix?”  Ryan  asked. 

‘“rhere  is  an  interest,”  replied  John  V. 
Spalding,  representing  the  aforesaid  chain, 
“but  it  is  not  a controlling  interest.” 

“It  is  a 50  per  cent  interest,  isn’t  it?” 
Ryan  queried. 

“So  I understand,”  Spalding  said. 

The  prosecution  entered  among  the  ex- 
hibits a telegram  dated  July  9,  1930,  from 
C.  C.  Pettijohn  to  Martha  W.  Ferris,  sec- 
retary of  the  Boston  Film  Board  of  Ti-ade. 
The  wire  stated,  among  other  things: 

Jenkins’  Deposition  “First  Run” 

“There  is  no  doubt  about  the  legality  of 
basing  protection  first-runs,  on  admission 
prices.” 

A bit  of  humor  crept  into  the  proceed- 
ings when  Mr.  Ryan,  after  introducing  a 
number  of  depositions  taken  from  previous 
cases,  brought  forward  the  deposition  of 
Felix  A.  Jenkins,  taken  in  New  York  on 
Oct.  22,  1937. 

“This  is  not  a second-hand  deposition,” 
McClennen  remarked. 

“Apparently  not,”  said  Philip  A.  Hen- 
drick, Master  assigned  to  the  case. 

“It  is  first-run,”  chuckled  Ryan. 

During  the  reading  of  the  deposition, 
McClennen  interrupted,  declaring,  “That 
is  changed.  Strike  out  ‘counsel’  and  put 
‘attorney.’  ” 

“Do  you  think  that  is  a material  al- 
teration?” Ryan  wanted  to  know. 

“I  have  never  been  quite  sure  what  it 
all  meant,”  McClennen  admitted.  “I  no- 
tice that  Mr.  Pettijohn  was  general  coun- 
sel and  Mr.  Hess  was  general  attorney. 
Mr.  Hess  seemed  to  have  given  quite  a 
little  counsel,  from  time  to  time,  as  far 
as  I could  see.” 

Score  charges  came  up. 

Score  Charges  Explained 

“What  is  a score  charge?”  asked  the 
Master. 

“The  score  charge  came  in  with  sound,” 
McClennen  tried  to  explain,  “and  had 
something  to  do  with  furnishing  the  score 
whereby  the  operator  could  synchronize 
the  sound  with  the  film.” 

“Do  I understand  it  that  the  score  in 
that  sense  is  the  music  score?”  the  Mas- 


Various  Interpretations 
To  Clarify  Mystery 
Of  Score  Charges 

ter  asked.  “Is  that  what  they  are  talking 
about?” 

“I  guess  I will  have  to  call  on  Mr.  Ryan 
for  that,”  McClennen  stated. 

“You  are  delving  into  one  of  the  great 
mysteries  of  the  industry,  Youi’  Honor,” 
George  S.  Ryan  said.  “There  has  been  a 
lot  of  talk  and  controversy  about  the 
score  charge. 

“At  one  time  the  exhibitors  were  given 
to  understand  that  there  was  a charge 
for  the  performance  of  copyrighted  music. 
It  came  in  with  sound  and  it  came  in  in 
connection  with  the  patents,  for  sound 
recording  at  the  studio  of  the  producers. 

“Then  they  made  a charge,  apparently 
to  take  up  whatever  extra  expense  there 
was  to  them  in  connection  with  the  re- 
cording of  sound.  That  was  because  the 
recording  of  sound  was  a very  expensive 
proposition  at  the  beginning,  but  I have 
also  heard  the  explanation  that  that 
charge  is  a charge  made  by  Electrical 
Research  Products,  Inc.,  which  was  the 
owner  of  patents  relating  to  the  repro- 
duction of  sound  in  theatres.  That  is,  the 
exhibitors  had  to  have  the  use  of  certain 
patented  machines  in  order  to  reproduce 
the  sound  in  their  theatres  and  Erpi,  so- 
called,  the  Electrical  Research  Products, 
Inc.,  was  the  one  who  was  being  paid  that 
so-called  score  charge.” 

The  Master  called  a recess  after  that. 

“Conspiracy  Is  a Breathing  Together” 

The  opening  statement  in  behalf  of  the 
plaintiffs  was,  made  by  George  S.  Ryan. 

“Conspiracy,”  the  prosecuting  attorney 
said  tersely,  “is  a breathing  together.  No 
formal  contract  need  be  shown.  It  is 
enough  that  there  is  a joint  action  to- 
ward a common  end.” 

“Significantly,”  Ryan  said  at  another 
point,  “as  a general  thing  the  theatres 
that  have  been  acquired  by  these  (major) 
producers  do  not  compete  with  each  other. 
Generally,  there  are  certain  sections  of  the 
country  in  which  each  producer  is  su- 
preme in  the  theatre  field.  The  excep- 
tions. to  that  are  in  certain  of  the  large 
cities  where  there  are  large  first-rim 
houses,  where  two,  three,  or  more  of  the 
producers  have  their  own  theatres. 

“In  a place  like  Boston,  for  example. 
Paramount,  Loew’s  and  RKO  have  the- 
atres. In  New  York  City  practically  all 
the  large  producers  have  theatres.  Tliat 
is,  the  producers  that  have  any  theatres 
have  them  there.  And  throughout  the 
country  in  the  large  cities  many  of  the 
producers  do  have  theatres,  in  competition 
with  each  other,  but  if  you  take  a terri- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Loews  Rules  East; 
Fox,  the  West 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
tory  like  New  England,  for  example,  here 
Paramount  is  supreme  in  the  theatre  field. 
It  is  supreme  in  the  theatre  field  in  the 
south. 

“Loew’s  is  very  much  supreme  in  the 
theatre  field  in  New  York  City,  although 
RKO  has  a lot  of  theatres  in  that  place. 
Fox  is  very  much  supreme  on  the  west 
coast,  Warner  is  supreme  in  the  territory 
south  of  New  York  running  through  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  down  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  Loew’s  has  a 
few  theatres  in  that  locality. 

New  England  Theatre  Setup 

“It  happens  also  that  in  their  dealings 
with  each  other  these  producers  and  dis- 
tributors give  to  their  own  theatres  and  to 
the  theatres  of  any  other  producer  or  dis- 
tributor concessions  and  favors  that  they 
do  not  grant  to  independents. 

“It  may  be  stated  as  a general  rule  with 
scarcely  any  exceptions  that  wherever  a 
producer  comes  into  the  field  and  gets  a 
theatre,  irrespective  of  what  the  past  his- 
tory has  been  and  irrespective  of  what 
the  competition  situation  is,  that  that  pro- 
ducer will  be  able  to  get,  and  does  ac- 
tually get,  whatever  product  he  desires 
from  all  of  the  major  companies.  I say 


Would  Issue  Rules 
On  Trust  Laws 

Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  attorney 
general,  recommends  establishment  in 
the  department  of  justice  of  an  agency 
to  issue  rules  and  regulations  govern- 
ing observance  of  the  anti-trust  laws, 
and  there  is  considerable  detail  about 
it  on  page  16  of  this  issue. 


that  is  also  irrespective  of  whatever  in- 
dependent may  have  been  operating  in  the 
situation  and  how  long  a time  that  inde- 
pendent may  have  been  a customer  of  the 
producers.’’ 

Prosecuting  Attorney  Ryan  briefly  out- 
lined the  New  England  situation,  as  he 
saw  it. 

“Here,”  Ryan  said,  “in  addition  to  Para- 
mount, Warner  has  some  theatres  in  Con- 
necticut and,  I think,  one  or  two  in 
Massachusetts;  Fox  has  two  or  three  the- 
atres in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut: 
Loew  has  theatres  in  Boston  and  Provi- 
dence; RKO  had  a theatre  in  Portland 
which  it  has  given  up,  and  I think  it  now 
has  a theatre  in  Lowell,  one  in  Boston 
and  one  in  Providence. 

“The  big  operator  has  been  Publix  The- 
atres Corp.,  which  has  been  a one  hun- 
dred-per  cent-owned  subsidiary  of  Para- 
mount Publix  Corp.  It  was  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  managing  theatres  in  which 
Paramount  had  an  interest. 


Paramount  Share 
In  160  to  200 

“Around  1932  or  1933  there  was  a little 
change  in  that  set-up.  Publix  Theatres 
Corp.  ceased  to  do  business,  and  the  man- 
agement of  the  Paramount  theatres  in 
New  England  was  taken  over  by  the  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.  There  are  perhaps  160  to 
200  theatres  in  New  England  in  which 
Paramount  has  an  interest  directly  or 
indirectly. 

“In  addition  to  that  there  is  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.,  which 
is  half  owned  by  Paramount.  This  com- 
pany operates  perhaps  30  or  more  theatres, 
chiefly  in  the  states  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire.  It  has,  however,  theatres  in 
Fitchburg,  Mass.,  and  in  Montpelier  and 
Burlington,  Vt.  The  remaining  theatres 
of  that  company,  I believe,  are  located  in 
the  states  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire. 

“It  may  be  well  to  point  out  that  this 
time  that  in  all  the  situations  which  the 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co. 
has  in  those  two  states,  there  have  been 
only  three  or  four  in  which  in  recent  years 
they  have  had  any  competition  whatever. 

“In  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  one  of  the  plain- 
tiffs is  a competitor.  In  Gardiner,  Me., 
there  was  another  independent  exhibitor, 
a competitor,  but  he  sold  out  to  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  a year  or 
so  ago.  In  Concord,  N.  H.,  there  is  a 
theatre  operating  in  competition  with 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  and  also  a 
theatre  in  Rumford,  Me. 

“The  plaintiffs  will  show  you  that  in 
those  situations,  with  one  exception,  no 
exhibitor  operating  in  competition  with 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  circuit  has 
been  able  to  get  any  major  product.  The 
exception  is  Columbia,  when  the  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  refused  to 
contract  for  the  Columbia  product  first 
run. 

“So  far  as  the  other  seven  companies 
are  concerned,  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.  has  licensed  the  prod- 
uct, ostensibly  for  first  run  operation,  but 
it  has,  in  some  way  or  another,  prevented 
the  other  operators  from  securing  any  of 
the  major  product.” 

Previous  Decisions  Questioned 

Defense  Attorney  McClennen  interrupt- 
ed the  opening  statement  at  one  time  to 
interject: 

“We  claim  that  no  decision  in  any  par- 
ticular case  dealing  with  facts  which  are 
in  controversy  in  this  caise  should  be  given 
any  consideration  whatever  by  Your  Honor 
...  It  would  be  just  like  introducing  evi- 
dence on  a crime  committed  by  ‘A’  and 
‘B’  in  deciding  whether  ‘C’  at  another 
time  in  another  place  had  committed  an- 
other crime.” 

Ryan  coimtered  by  stating  to  Master 
John  Hendrick  that  he  wished  mainly  to 
furnish  “a  guide  in  this  particular  case 
as  to  what  the  courts  have  held  illegal.” 

Allegations  of  monopoly  and  conspiracy 
were  later  advanced  by  Ryan  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  situa- 
tion in  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

“For  the  season  1930-1931,”  he  averred. 


Efficient  lighting  is  the 
most  promising  ally  of 
showmanship  today.  Not 
only  has  it  become  on 
integral  consideration  in 
the  design  of  new  thea- 
tres, but  it  is  an  increas- 
ingly efficient  and  eco- 
nomical means  of  renova- 
tion. 


Controlled  light — particu- 
larly adapted  for  your  il- 
lumination and  decora- 
tion problems  — is  what 
you  want  and  what  we 
want  you  to  have.  Our 
policy  is  based  on  cus- 
tomer satisfaction,  not  on 
salesmanship. 


“Capitolize” 


PIEDMONT  street  . 
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Portsmouth  Entrq 
"Diverts"  Product 


“the  plaintiff  had  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  buying  all  the  major  product  second 
run,  except  Paramount.  It  has  been  point- 
ed out  to  you  that  Paramount  owned  a 
half  interest  in  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.  The  distributors  gen- 
erally were  glad  to  get  this  additional 
revenue.  There  are  some  writings  which 
wiU  come  into  evidence,  which  will  show 
that  they  were  glad  to  get  it. 

“It  so  happened,  however,  that  during 
this  first  year,  1930-1931,  the  plaintiff  re- 
ceived its  pictures  very  late.  It  was  not 
able  to  get  them  until  at  least  six  months 
after  first  run.  In  other  words,  what  we 
might  call  the  protection  period  that  had 
already  been  established  against  the 
plaintiff,  was  not  less  than  six  months. 

“Unusual  . . . Protection” 

“It  might  also  be  said  that  in  a situ- 
ation such  as  this,  six  months  would  be 
an  unusual  period  of  protection,  and  that, 
as  a general  proposition,  protection  be- 
tween theatres,  at  this  time  particularly, 
did  not  go  above  30  to  45  days  occasion- 
ally, and  60  days’  protection  between  the- 
atres would  be  looked  upon  as  the  maxi- 
mum. 

“During  the  first  season  the  plaintiffs 
did  a satisfactory  business.  They  were 
using  this  major  product  double  feature 
and  they  were  building  up  good  will  for 
themselves,  so  that  as  they  continued  to 
operate  they  might  reasonably  expect  to  do 
business. 

“Apparently,  however,  the  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.,  which  was 
managed  by  a man  named  John  Ford, 
whose  name  will  come  into  these  proceed- 
ings very  frequently,  did  not  like  the  com- 
petition of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  took  the 
first  and  the  usual  step  to  destroy  the 
competition. 

“In  February,  1931,  they  opened  up  the 
Portsmouth  Theatre.  This  is  a theatre 
that  had  been  kept  closed,  apparently  for 
some  reason.  It  was  kept  closed  when 
there  were  only  two  theatres  open.  But 
now,  with  three  theatres  open,  it  is  opened. 
It  ran  from  February  to  June,  1931,  at 
prices  of  10  cents  for  matinee  and  10  and 
15  cents  for  evening. 

“Low  Admission  Prices  a Factor” 

“It  ran  on  second  run  product  of  the 
major  distributors.  As  a result  of  that 
running  of  second  run  product  of  the 
major  distributors,  the  plaintiff  was  forced 
to  operate  not  second  run  but  third  run 
of  pictures  that  had  been  shown  at  that 
theatre.  Its  prices.  Your  Honor  will  note, 
were  even  lower  than  the  prices  of  the 
plaintiff. 

“You  are  going  to  hear  evidence  from 
some  of  the  distributors  to  the  effect  that 
they  did  not  like  the  low  prices  at  which 
the  plaintiff  was  operating  in  this  situ- 
ation and  one  or  more  other  situations. 
Your  Honor  will  observe  that  irrespective 
of  their  likes  or  dislikes  for  low  prices. 


More  Time  Allowed 
In  Momand  Suit 

Oklahoma  City — Fifteen  days  addi- 
tional time  to  plead  the  amended  peti- 
tion filed  by  A.  B.  Momand  in  U.  S. 
district  court  here  has  been  granted 
defendants  in  the  $4,500,000  anti-trust 
damage  suit  filed  by  the  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  exhibitor. 


they  served  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.  second  run  at  the  Ports- 
mouth Theatre,  at  prices  lower  than  the 
plaintiff  was  charging. 

“I  doubt  if  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 


Doubts  Low  Price 
As  True  Policy 

shire  Theatres  Co.  ever  operated  a the- 
atre at  such  low  prices  except  with  the 
purpose  of  injuring  a competitor.  In  the 
anti-trust  laws,  if  Your  Honor  please,  the 
resort  to  price-cutting  to  eliminate  com- 
petition is  well  known.  In  other  words,  at 
a certain  place  for  a certain  period  of 
time,  prices  are  reduced  to  an  extreme 
in  an  attempt  to  eliminate  a competitor 

(Continued  on  page  110) 
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License  Fee  Boost  in  Boston 
Affects  the  Film  Industry 


Boston — Tlie  boosting  of  Boston  licenses 
to  the  extent  of  a quarter  of  a million 
dollars  annually,  put  through  the  city 
council  last  week,  affects  the  film  industry 
in  many  instances.  Illuminated  sign  fees 
are  scaled  up  to  $100.  The  maximum 
for  street  signs  is  increased  from  $100  to 
$300.  Even  plain  sign  fees  are  jumped, 
going  from  $1  to  $2.  Fees  for  theatre 
marquees  go  as  high  as  $100. 

Appeals  from  building  law  decisions, 
from  now  on,  will  cost  $15  instead  of  $10. 
Zoning  board  appeals  will  sell  at  $25,  a 
$10  jump. 

Compensation  Law  Move 
Holds  Attention 

Boston — Film  workers  watched  keenly 
as  elimination  of  the  three-man  board 
and  appointment  of  a director  of  adminis- 
tration to  enforce  the  Massachusetts  un- 
employment compensation  law  was  recom- 
mended at  a hearing  before  a special  leg- 
islative commission. 

Spokesmen  also  urged  that  the  advisory 
committee  which,  it  was  declared,  “has 
never  been  able  to  function,”  be  eliminated 
and  a non-paid  commission  be  appointed 
with  a small,  permanent,  paid  staff  to 
direct  the  legislature  in  a course  that  will 
keep  the  unemployment  compensation 
fund  solvent. 

Referring  to  the  legislative  suspension 
of  employe  contributions  from  July  1, 
1938,  to  June  30,  1939,  a resolution  was 
introduced  that  declared  the  suspension 
was  the  result  of  political  purposes  and, 
“if  continued,  will  result  either  in  in- 
solvency of  the  fund  or  reduction  of  the 
benefits  to  employes.” 


Opposite  Montgomery 

Hollywood — Rosalind  Russell  plays  op- 
posite Robert  Montgomery  in  “Fast  and 
Loose,”  going  into  production  soon  at 
Metro. 


Xmas  in  Boston 


Boston — Motivated  by  an  economic  wave, 
but  mainly  by  an  appreciation  of  the  novel, 
a number  of  unusual  holiday  cards  made 
their  appearance  in  the  film  district  this 
year. 

One  offering,  mimeographed  in  Christ- 
mas-tree green,  read: 

“The  gift  substantial 
Your  joy  divine; 

My  lack  financial, 

The  loss  is  thine.” 

It  concluded,  “But  I Still  Like  You!” 

Another  bit,  typed  on  the  back  of  a 
penny  postcard,  went; 

This  card  ain’t  clever 
It  a'n’t  a bit  pretty 

It  ain’t  the  smartest  ever 
It  ain’t  even  witty 

It  ain’t  got  fancy  printin’ 

In  pastels  or  velours 

But  there’s  a heap  o’  Christmas  wishin’ 
From  me  to  you  and  yours. 


Fire  Inspection  Hub 
Campaign 

Boston — Theatres  and  other  film  es- 
tablishments will  be  inspected  by  the 
fire  commissioner's  office  this  year  in  a 
drive,  starting  this  month,  to  make 
every  building  in  Boston  as  safe  as 
possible  from  the  danger  of  fire. 

Bank  Night's  Test 
In  Middleboro 

Boston — A test  case,  to  answer  in  court 
D.  A.  Edward  Dewlng’s  threats  to  oust 
Bank  Night  in  Norfolk  and  Plymouth 
counties  on  lottery  charges,  was  set  up  by 
Roy  E.  Heffner,  New  England  distributor 
of  the  boxoffice  bolster. 

Dewing,  who  had  previously  been  deaf 
to  Heffner’s  requests  to  make  an  arrest 
and  establish  a test  case,  stepped  into 
the  Key  Tlreatre  in  Middleboro  on  the 
very  night  that  a $100  award  was  given 
to  a woman  standing  outside  the  theatre. 

Heffner  seized  the  occasion  to  inform 
gathered  newspapermen  and  photograph- 
ers that  of  the  $485  paid  out  in  Bank 
Night  awards  by  the  Key  Theatre  during 
the  six  months  the  giveaway  has  been  in 
operation  there,  $310  was  handed  people 
who  had  not  bought  a ticket  of  admission. 

Heffner,  in  company  with  George  S. 
Ryan  who  has  been  general  counsel  for 
Bank  Night  in  New  England  these  past 
few  years,  was  at  the  Key  Theatre  at  the 
time  of  the  arrest.  Heffner  stated  that 
Bank  Night  operation  will  be  continued 
in  Norfolk  and  Plymouth  counties  while 
the  test  litigation  is  coming  to  trial. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  manager  of  the  Key, 
which  is  operated  by  Pat  McGee  and 
Heffner  sr.,  took  the  rap.  He  was  released 
in  $100  bail,  advanced  by  his  father. 

The  case,  when  Heffner  jr.,  appeared 
in  court  was  put  over  until  January  10, 
in  district  court  at  Middleboro. 


Mascoli  Opens  700-Seat 
Plaza  at  Waterbury 

Waterbury,  CoNTsr. — Nick  Mascoli  opened 
the  700-seat  Plaza  Theatre  New  Year’s 
day,  after  redecoration  and  renovation. 
Tire  house,  formerly  operated  by  Steve 
Panoras  as  the  Garden,  has  been  newly 
equipped  with  projectors  and  sound  by 
National  Theatre  Supply.  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  reconditioned  the  seats. 

In  addition,  a new  marquee  has  been 
installed  and  the  house  and  lobby  have 
been  newly  decorated.  Mascoli  will  man- 
age the  house  and  supervise  his  Carroll 
Theatre  at  the  same  time. 


IBI  CO)  ^ T O M 

J^OEL  COWARD,  producing  and  direct- 
ing “Set  to  Music”  at  the  Shubert  here, 
steals  the  show  at  every  rehearsal  when 
he  illustrates  to  the  cast  how  it’s  done  by 
taking  one  and  all’s  part.  Coward  out- 
shines everyone  in  the  production,  not  ex- 
cluding B.  Lillie. 

Thad  Barrows,  perpetual  president  of 
the  Moving  Picture  Operators  Union,  local 
182,  is  expected  to  Marco  Polo  it  to  Ber- 
muda later  this  month  . . . George  Mc- 
Kay, Maine  exhibitor,  has  turned  the  Star 
Theatre  in  Bar  Harbor  into  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  night  clubs  in  the  state. 

Mike  Gorfinkle,  Columbia  shipper,  and 
Dorothy  Bloch,  Pennsylvania  miss,  plan 
to  wed  this  year  . . . M.  I.  Koppel,  head- 
quarters representative  of  Alexander  Film 
Co.,  was  in  conference  with  Harry  Snyder, 
divisional  manager  for  the  distributor, 
here  the  other  day. 

Who  is  “Jingles?”  . . . Irma  Montague 
and  Anita  Devine,  formerly  of  the  Metro- 
politan, left  last  week  to  join  a dance  line 
being  produced  by  John  Lonergan  who 
was  stage  maiiager  at  the  Metropolitan 
during  the  era  of  flesh. 

Jeanne  Finklestein  of  the  Bank  Night- 
Specialty  Pictures  office  is  blue-seaing  it 
to  Green  Bermuda  . . . Tim  Donahue,  city 
salesman  for  Columbia,  is  back  from  a 
Canadian  sojourn  . . . Helen  Fitzgerald, 
obliger  at  Nesti’s,  wishes  to  thank  her 
many  film  district  friends  for  their  mone- 
tary season  remembrance. 

Paul  Ketchum,  manager  of  the  Tower 
in  Lowell,  handed  out  his  first  Magic  Eye 
awards  on  January  7 . . . Helen  Mysko, 
secretary  to  Sam  Davidson  of  Cameo,  has 
been  suffering  with  a cold. 

Steve  Broidy,  Monogram  head  in  New 
England,  is  beating  the  drums  for  the 
forthcoming  sales  drive  in  honor  of  Ray 
Johnston’s  25th  anniversary  . . . Ken 
Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
head,  has  been  ill  with  a cold  and  an  en- 
larged larynx. 

Bob  Cobe,  Boston  manager  for  Grand 
(Continued  on  page  112) 


Ready  Free  Feed 


Boston  — Proclaimed  as  positively  the 
biggest  free  event  of  the  century,  a steak 
dinner  and  dance  has  been  announced  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club  for 
January  14.  Members,  together  with  fem- 
inine companions,  are  invited  to  start  off 
the  evening  at  6:30  as  the  guests  of  Para- 
mount at  a screening  in  the  penthouse 
projection  room  of  the  Berkeley  St.  ex- 
change. 

Hors  d’ouvres  and  quenches  will  fol- 
low. culminating  in  a steak  dinner  and 
dance  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove. 

Maynard  Sickles,  Capitol  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  salesman,  should  be  informed  as 
soon  as  possible  regarding  reservations. 
Sickles  also  may  be  contacted  at  15  Col- 
liston  Road  in  Somerville. 

Harry  F.  Goldstein  of  RKO  is  chairman 
of  the  committee  in  charge. 
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K T.T.  evidence  in  the  supreme  court  hear- 
ing of  the  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Inc.,  petition 
to  restrain  Local  458,  Motion  Picture  Ma- 
chine Operators,  and  other  defendants 
from  picketing  the  New  Portland  Theatre, 
is  in,  and  arguments  by  counsel  will  open 
January  6. 


Before  leaving  January  1 for  his  new 
work  in  Indianapolis,  J.  Harold  Stevens, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  asked  Box- 
office  to  express  to  his  friends  his  “deep 
regret  at  leaving  the  Maine  territory.”  He 
added  “I  am  sure  Lester  Hughes  and 
Eddie  Bradley  will  do  an  extra  fine  job.” 
Hughes  and  Bradley  will  handle  Para- 
mount sales  in  Maine  henceforth. 

Portland  theatre  men  were  pleased  when 
police  “cracked  down”  on  Quizzo,  Beano’s 
successor.  The  game,  they  said,  had  not 
reached  Beano’s  former  proportions,  but 
was  growing  fast. 

It  was  during  the  State  Theatre’s  radio 
program  Recess  Time  December  31  that 
Manager  Harry  Botwick  addressed  a juve- 
nile contestant  and  asked  him  to  spell  a 
word.  “Your  word,”  said  Botwick,  “is 
‘center.’  C-e-n-t-e-r.”  Five  minutes  later 
Botwick  realized  why  everyone  had  laughed 
and  the  announcer  had  handed  him  a 
three-cent  prize. 

Before  finishing  their  work  December  31 
in  preparation  for  transfer  of  the  agency 
to  Boston,  Paramount  Exchange  employes 
were  guests  of  Maine  District  Manager 
Stevens  and  William  H.  Erbb  of  Boston, 
New  England  district  manager,  at  a din- 
ner dance  at  Rocky  Hill  Lodge,  Cape 
Elizabeth,  December  29. 

Otis  Page  of  Damariscotta,  operator  of 
the  Lincoln  Hall  Theatre,  arranged  book- 
ings at  the  exchange  after  Christmas  . . . 
Bill  Benjamin,  National  Screen  Service 
salesman,  was  also  in  town  . . . Malcolm 
Lester,  who  has  been  employed  in  the 
shipping  department  at  the  Paramount 
exchange,  will  join  the  State  staff  as  door- 
man. 


Those  Jailhouse  Blues 


Claremont,  N.  H. — Jailhouse  bars  do  not 
a film  fan’s  ardor  dampen. 

Judge  Albert  D.  Leahy  has  denied,  how- 
ever, the  petition  of  a defendant  recently 
sentenced  to  the  county  farm  at  Unity, 
who  wrote  him  a postcard  as  follows : 

“You  will  favor  me  very  much  if  you 
will  kindly  give  me  permission  to  come 
to  Claremont  so  I can  attend  movies  once 
in  a while.  Hoping  this  will  meet  with 
your  approval,  I thank  you.” 

The  prisoner  didn’t  say  what  particular 
picture — if  any — seemed  to  require  his 
presence. 


"Citader  No.  1 

Hollywood  — “The  Citadel”  has  been 
chosen  as  the  outstanding  picture  of  1938 
by  the  Committee  of  Exceptional  Photo- 
plays of  the  National  Board  of  Review. 


Quizzo  in  Portland,  Me.,  Takes 
Beating  as  1938  Passes 


Self-Evident 

Rating 

Portland — It  seems  there  are  not 
many  Phi  Beta  Kappa  keys  dangling 
from  the  watch  chains  of  Portland,  Me., 
Quizzo  players. 

In  municipal  court  one  operator,  who 
later  paid  a fine,  was  explaining  to 
Judge  Harry  C.  Libby  how  the  game 
was  fair  to  one  and  all. 

"You  know,”  she  said,  "a  lot  of 
people?  who  play  Quizzo  don't  know 
the  answer  to  'What  is  two  and  two'?" 

Portland  theatre  men  have  long  sus- 
pected that. 


J^RS.  MORRIS  ROSENTHAL,  wife  of 
the  Majestic  manager,  sustained  a 
contusion  of  the  right  knee  when  she  fell 
while  attempting  to  save  some  belong- 
ings during  a fire  in  the  apartment  house 
where  the  couple  make  their  home. 

Mrs.  Matt  L.  Saunders  and  son,  Robert, 
wife  and  son  of  Loew-Poli  Manager  Saun- 
ders, have  recovered  from  an  illness  that 
kept  both  to  their  beds  during  the  holidays. 

Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Majestic  guested 
50  children  from  the  Woodfield  Children’s 
Village  while  Matt  Saunders  was  host  to 
150  children  from  the  Crippled  Children’s 
clinic  at  the  Loew-Poli. 

Dan  Quilty’s  ballroom  ran  a “West  Point 
Hop”  contest  in  connection  with  the  show- 
ing of  “Duke  of  West  Point”  at  the  Ma- 
jestic Theatre.  Winners  were  awarded 
passes  to  see  the  film. 

Manager  Edgar  Lynch  of  the  Warner 
made  a Christmas  eve  dash  into  New  York 
City. 

Most  novel  New  Year’s  eve  show  was 
at  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  where  cus- 
tomers are  allowed  to  dance  on  the  stage 
after  the  program  until  dawn.  The  house 
supplied  the  orchestra  . . . The  Majestic 
was  the  only  local  house  with  vaudeville 
for  New  Year’s  eve. 

With  most  of  the  shops,  here  handing 
out  Christmas  bonuses,  business  was  good 
at  all  theatres  during  the  holidays. 


Say  brook  Theatres,  Inc., 
Files  Corp.  Papers 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Articles  of  incorpo- 
ration have  been  filed  by  the  Saybrook 
'Theatre,  Inc.,  of  Old  Saybrook.  'The  enter- 
prise has  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  Minnie  Bonoff, 
Mina  R.  Bonoff  and  Leo  E.  Bonoff,  all  of 
Madison. 


By  V.  MAGEE 

Portland,  Me. — Quizzo,  the  old  Beano 
game  with  !a  college  degree,  took  a drub- 
bing here  as  1938  faded  and  as  the  po- 
lice department  announced  a New  Year’s 
resolution  of  a “general  stiffening  up”  of 
enforcement  of  aU  laws,  especially  those 
against  slot  machines,  lotteries  and  other 
niunber  ticket  games  and  punchboards. 

Many  months  ago  a union  of  theatre 
employes  was  instrumental  in  banning 
Beano  in  Portland,  but  this  time  the  union 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Quizzo  drive. 
Six  operators  of  the  game  were  arrested 
December  29  and  paid  fines  totaling  $224 
in  court  the  next  day. 

All  Quizzo  games  were  not  closed,  police 
explaining  that  those  which  escaped  a raid 
were  complying  with  regulations.  These 
rules,  authorities  said,  specifically  declare 
that  when  one  player  registers  Beano  that 
every  other  player  in  the  hall  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  fol- 
lowing quiz  and  thus  be  eligible  for  a prize. 
If  these  regulations  are  followed,  Quizzo 
games  are  legal  here,  according  to  County 
Attorney  Albert  Ehiudsen  and  Police  Cap- 
tain Harold  K.  Maguire. 

Asked  whether  authorities  plan  to  in- 
vestigate operation  of  the  game  in  churches 
and  social  and  fraternal  organizations,  Ma- 
guire said  he  was  convinced  that  regula- 
tions were  enforced  in  the  semi-private 
games,  that  “no  player  can  lose  very  much” 
and  that  only  groceries  are  awarded  as 
prizes. 

Plan  New  Meredith,  N.  H. 
Theatre  by  June 

Meredith,  N.  H. — Construction  of  a new 
local  theatre  with  a seating  capacity  of 
between  400  and  500  is  to  be  started  im- 
mediately and  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  June  15,  according  to  Lloyd  D.  Lund, 
real  estate  agent. 


Super-Realism 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  undertaker’s 
hearse  in  which  F.  Donald  Coster-Musica, 
McKesson  & Robbins  president,  went  for 
his  last  ride  after  taking  his  own  life  in 
his  Fairfield  home,  is  being  sought  by 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  to  add  an  authentic 
touch  to  the  film  it  is  making  based  on 
Coster’s  life. 

John  M.  Shaughnessy,  Fairfield  funeral 
director,  confirmed  the  report  that  the 
studio  covets  his  hearse,  the  best  piece  of 
equipment  in  his  garage.  Also  in  demand 
is  the  stretcher  on  which  Coster  was  car- 
ried from  his  Mill  Plain  road  home  to  the 
hearse  on.  December  16. 

Shaughnessy  isn’t  sure  yet  whether  or 
not  he  will  sell. 


Tito  Guizar  Vehicle 

Hollywood — Tito  Guizar’s  next  Span- 
ish feature  to  be  produced  for  Paramount 
release  will  be  “The  Prodigal  Returns.” 
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Encounter  "Sales  Refusal" in 
1931-32  for  Second  Runs 


(Continued  from  page  107) 

and  then,  if  the  competitor  is  eliminated, 
the  prices  are  increased. 

“The  next  season  the  plaintiffs  got  their 
real  trouble.  Tliey  found  when  they  went 
to  buy  pictures  second  run  that  the  major 
distributors  did  not  want  to  sell  them, 
and  for  1931-1932,  I think  all  they  se- 
cured were  some  United  Ai’tists  pictures. 
I think  those  were  first  run  that  had  been 
rejected  by  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
Theatres  Co.  Perhaps  they  also  secured 
some  Universal.  All  the  other  companies 
declined  to  sell. 

“They  had  all  sold  the  previous  season 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  in 
the  trade.  Simultaneously,  except  for  these 
minor  exceptions  that  I have  mentioned, 
they  refused  to  sell  in  this  particular 
season. 

“With  the  plaintiff,  particularly  as  it 
went  along,  it  was  not  a question  of  go- 
ing in  and  saying,  ‘We  are  operating  in 
competition  with  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  Co.;  they  have  got 
first  run  and  the  first  run  is  valuable; 
we  want  to  buy  first  run.’  It  was  not 
that.  Tliey  said,  ‘Sell  us  after  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres;  sell  us 
second  run,  or  third  run,  whatever  it  may 
be.  We  would  like  to  get  the  pictures 
early,  because  we  know  that  the  early 
pictures  are  valuable,  but  if  we  can’t  get 
them  early  we  will  take  them  late.  We 
don’t  care  how  late  they  are.’ 

“As  it  went  along  through  a period  of 
years,  they  were  willing  to  buy  pictures 
one  year  old,  two  years  old,  three  years 
old,  pictures  that  had  already  been  run 
by  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  The- 
atres, but  the  major  companies  refused 
to  supply  them  with  any  product  of  any 
age. 

“Let’s  take  Paramount,’’  Ryan  said  in 
another  point.  “What  was  its  reason  for 
refusing  to  sell  the  plaintiff  and  at  the 
same  time  sell  to  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres?  What  was  the  rea- 
son for  Paramount  doing  this?  If  Para- 
mount had  said,  ‘This  is  our  own  the- 
atre. Another  theatre  is  coming  in  com- 
petition with  it.  We  don’t  want  to  sell 
a theatre  in  competition  with  it’  you  might 
say  that  looks  as  if  it  was  the  real  reason. 

George  J.  Schaefer  Mentioned 

“We  had  very  much  the  same  thing 
happen  in  Elizabeth,  where  the  general 
sales  manager  of  Warner  said  they  would 
not  sell  any  theatre  operating  in  com- 
petition with  the  Warner  theatre  if  they 
thought  it  was  competing. 

“Now,  we  had  the  former  general  man- 


ager of  Paramount  who,  by  the  way,  is 
now  president  of  RKO.  He  testifies  that 
when  the  plaintiff  opened  up  in  1930  or 
1931  he  thought  the  price  was  10  cents, 
in  competition  with  a theatre  charging 
a much  higher  price,  and  he  issued  in- 
structions not  to  sell  them.  He  said  he 
did  not  want  any  interference  with  the 
first  run  revenue,  which  was  on  percentage. 
Then  he  said  he  issued  general  instruc- 
tion, applicable  not  only  to  these  plain- 
tiffs but  to  similar  situations,  not  to  sell 
a theatre  operating  at  low  prices  where 
the  first  run  was  at  a higher  admission 
price.’’ 

“Would  you  mind  stating  the  name  of 
that  sales  manager?”  Spalding  asked. 

“George  J.  Schaefer,”  Ryan  replied. 

“I  might  point  out  here,”  Ryan  con- 
tinued, “that  apparently  he  had  no  ob- 
pection  to  selling  the  Paramount  product 
second  run  to  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres,  operating  at  lower  prices 
than  the  plaintiff. 

“No  Overbuying  of  Product” 

“In  1932,  as  a result  of  a letter  which 
I wrote  to  Paramount  making  a claim 
of  conspiracy,  their  assistant  general 
counsel  in  New  York  wrote  to  Mr.  Ford, 
the  manager  of  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres,  asking  for  the  facts, 
and  Mr.  Ford  wrote  a long  letter  assert- 
ing that  there  was  no  overbuying  of 
product. 

“Then  there  was  an  exchange  of  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  Phillips  and 
myself,  in  which  I pointed  out  that  the 
defendant  was  not  particularly  overbuy- 
ing the  product  for  a particular  run  but 
rather  the  difficulty  was  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  able  to  get  the  product  for 
any  run  and  was  unable  to  get  major 
product  and  might  have  to  close. 

“Mr.  Phillips  wrote  to  the  district  mana- 
ger of  Paramount,  Mr.  Bailey.  'The  let- 
ter, dated  August  2,  1932,  is  a model  of 
suggestion.  In  substance,  while  appar- 
ently inquiring  as  to  the  facts,  he  sug- 
gests to  the  district  manager  what  an- 
swer to  give  to  him. 

“In  the  letter  he  suggested  that  Para- 
mount did  not  know  and  did  not  care 
what  any  other  distributor  was  doing,  and 
the  only  reasons  that  it  might  have  for 
refusing  to  deal  were  first  that  the  ex- 
hibitor was  unsatisfactory  because  of  ex- 
periences in  the  past  and  secondly  that 
the  exhibitor  would  not  pay  reasonable 
license  fees. 

“In  view  of  the  fact  that  Paramount 
had  not  dealt  with  the  plaintiff  here  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  relations  in 


the  other  places  where  it  was  dealing, 
were  satisfactory,  there  was  only  one  an- 
swer to  that. 

“Mr.  Bailey  replied  that  the  plaintiffs 
were  imwilling  to  pay  fair  and  reasonable 
license  fees.  The  answer  in  that  letter 
might  be  read  in  connection  with  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Schaefer  that  he  gave 
instructions  not  to  sell. 

“No  Instructions”  From  Fox 

“Let  us  take  Fox  and  what  its  reasons 
were  for  refusing  to  sell  this  plaintiff 
first  or  second  run.  The  general  sales 
manager,  Mr.  Clark  (John  D.  Clark,  de- 
ceased) , said  that  neither  he  nor  the  New 
York  office  had  issued  instructions  not  to 
sell  the  plaintiff. 

“He  was  unable  to  explain  why  Fox 
had  refused  to  sell  any  product  for  two 
years  but  in  the  third  year  had  sold  a 
few  first  run  pictures  that  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
'Theatres  except  by  saying  that  they  did 
not  look  upon  the  sale  of  a few  pictures 
as  a contract,  that  it  was  not  very  im- 
portant, that  apparently  they  were  un- 
suitable for  a first  run  house  and  that 
Fox  was  anxious  to  complete  its  distribu- 
tion of  all  its  product. 

“He  also  was  unable  to  explain  why  his 
company  should  refuse  to  sell  second  run 
to  the  plaintiff  but  had  actually  sold  sec- 
ond run  to  the  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.,  except  by  suggesting 
that  in  a later  season  it  might  have  been 
found  unprofitable  to  sell  the  second  run. 

“What  do  we  find  as  the  result  of  some 
papers  that  were  produced? 

“I  have  told  Your  Honor  that  for  1930- 
1931  Fox  sold  all  its  product  of  second  run 
to  the  plaintiff.  After  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  opened  up  that 
closed  house,  the  Portsmouth,  Fox  sold 
second  run  to  that  company. 

“Its  correspondence  shows  that  in  early 
1932,  when  the  plaintiff  was  demanding 
product,  it  went  through  the  motions  of 
attempting  to  sell,  on  instructions  of  the 
home  office,  by  talking  about  selling  to 
the  plaintiff  third  run  all  the  pictures  on 
a percentage  with  score  charges,  if  the 
admission  prices  of  the  plaintiff’s  theatre 
were  satisfactory  to  the  Fox  home  office. 
Even  then  he  would  not  agree  to  have  the 
pictures  available  at  any  time. 

“It  might  be  suggested  here  that  the 
sale  of  all  the  product  of  a company  like 
Fox  had  presented  to  a third  run  in  a lo- 
cality like  Portsmouth,  or  even  a larger 
locality,  is  something  that  is  unknown  in 
the  industry. 

‘“rhis  move  was  directed  by  Edward  C. 
Grainger,  eastern  sales  manager.  He  now 
is  general  manager  of  the  Shea  The- 
atres, in  connection  with  which  the 
Nashua  suit  has  been  brought.  Copies  of 
the  correspondence  were  sent  to  general 
counsel. 

“Now,  it  happens  that  we  found  what 
was  called  a proposition  sheet  in  1932, 
and  on  that  proposition  sheet,  where  there 
was  a certain  picture  mentioned,  they  said 
that  at  the  request  of  John  Ford  they 
had  refused  to  sell  the  plaintiff  in  Ports- 
mouth. Incidentally  they  said  also  that 
at  the  request  of  Shea  they  had  refused 
to  sell  the  plaintiff  in  Nashua. 

“Here  was  this  one  picture  that  Ford 
did  not  want  and  he  was  willing  to  let 
them  sell  it  to  the  plaintiff  and  the  plain- 
tiff had  bought  the  picture.  Therefore, 


Another  Suit  Also  Interests 

Boston — Industry  eyes  divide  here  between  the  current  hearings  on  the  Morse  & 
Rothenberg  suit  and  another  case  handled  by  George  S.  Ryan,  generalissimo  of  the 
M&R  contingent.  The  second  suit  is  the  action  by  Kenneth  M.  Gorham  in  demanding 
$900,000  of  nine  major  and  circuit  defendants  on  charges  of  monopoly. 
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Spot  Bookings  Are  Offered, 
But  Contracts  Withheld 


they  recommended  approval.  Now  it  will 
appear  that  even  with  Fox,  while  they 
were  going  through  a pretense  of  nego- 
tiating, we  find  within  a very  short  itme 
an  admission  in  writing  that  they  had 
refused  to  sell,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ford. 

Kent  “Opposed”  Exclusive  Selling 

“It  may  be  pointed  out,  in  connection 
with  Fox,  that  later  we  found  one  or  two 
letters  suggesting  that  Fox  in  some  in- 
stances had  violated  this  protection  of 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres 
in  a situation  like  Fitchburg,  and  that 
letters  were  sent  from  the  home  office 
instructing  that  the  protection  schedule  be 
strictly  observed,  and  letters  were  sent  by 
the  district  manager  to  the  booker  to  be 
sure  that  these  schedules  were  observed, 
and  letters  were  sent  by  the  Boston  of- 
fice to  Mr.  Ford,  assuring  him  that  the 
protection  would  be  granted  as  provided 
in  the  schedules. 

“Your  Honor  will  have  in  mind  that  in 
the  summer  of  1934  the  protection  sched- 
ules specified  exclusive  run,  and  at  that 
time  there  was  an  exchange  of  corres- 
pondence between  Fox  and  Mr.  Ford  of 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres. 

“Mr.  Ford  wrote  that  he  wanted  exclu- 
sive rims  stipulated  in  the  contract  with 
Fox.  Mr.  Grainger,  assistant  sales  mana- 
ger, wrote  him  that  Mr.  Kent,  the  presi- 
dent, was  opposed  to  exclusive  selling  as 
a policy,  but  was  not  opposed  to  confin- 
ing the  runs  to  one  particular  theatre  or 
to  one  particular  account. 

“He  said  he  did  not  want  to  establish 
a bad  precedent  and  suggested  that  the 
clause  be  eliminated  from  the  contracts, 
and  that  Mr.  Ford  should  meet  with  the 
branch  and  district  manager  and  sit  down 
together  and  work  together  to  meet  Mr. 
Ford’s  problem  of  protection  against  un- 
fair competition.  It  would  seem  obvious 
from  that  letter  that  Fox  was  willing  to 
sell  exclusively  but  did  not  want  to  put  it 
in  writing. 

Scully  and  Rodgers  Queried 

“As  I recollect  it,  one  of  the  contracts 
introduced  in  evidence  in  connection  with 
the  deposition  of  Mr.  Jenkins,  had  that 
exclusive  run  in  Portsmouth  ‘x-ed’  out, 
and  that  was  called  to  Your  Honor’s  at- 
tention. 

“Mr.  Ford  wrote  back  and  said  he  did 
not  see  any  distinction  between  selling  ex- 
clusive runs  and  confining  the  account  to 
one  particular  run,  and  he  suggested  that 
if  Fox  wanted  to  sell  any  other  account 
in  any  of  his  towns  that  they  had  better 
sell  them  first  run. 

“This  would  seem  to  me  the  equivalent 
of  saying  that  if  they  sold  second  run 
Ford  would  not  buy  first  run  and,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  he  had  no  competition 
in  most  of  his  towns.  Fox  had  to  depend 
upon  him,  and  it  seemed  quite  obvious 
what  Fox  was  going  to  do.  Even  though 
in  the  contracts  some  of  these  exclusive 
run  provisions  were  stricken  out,  the  fact 
that  Fox  agreed  in  separate  letters  to  ad- 
here to  the  schedules,  which  said  exclusive 
run,  and  that  they  actually  did  adhere 
to  the  schedule,  it  would  seem  that  as  the 
result  Mr.  Ford  was  getting  just  what  he 
wanted. 

“Your  Honor  wUl  have  in  mind  that 
those  schedules  for  the  most  part  were 


addressed  to  all  exchanges  or,  if  they  were 
not  addressed  to  all  exchanges,  the  mimeo- 
graphed part  containing  the  body  of  the 
letter  would  have  the  address  and  salu- 
tation filled  in  with  typewriter  ribbon  and 
it  would  be  obvious  that  it  was  a form 
letter  that  was  being  sent  out. 

“So  far  as  Metro  is  concerned,  we  had 
Mr.  Rodgers,  the  general  sales  manager, 
and  Mr.  Scully,  the  assistant  sales  mana- 
ger, and  we  asked  them  what  they  knew 
about  this  particular  situation.  Mr.  Rodg- 
ers said  that  the  branch  manager  here 
did  not  want  to  sell  second  run,  but  did 
not  give  any  reasons  for  not  selling  it. 

“Mr.  Scully,  the  assistant  general  sales 
manager,  testified  that  the  branch  mana- 
ger gave  as  a reason  that  he  felt  he  could 
obtain  more  money  by  selling  only  first 
run  on  a percentage  basis,  but  there  were 
no  facts  or  figures  given  to  substantiate 
that  opinion.” 

Went  to  Will  Hays 

The  section  of  the  litigation  involving 
Providence,  in  which  the  A.  & W.  Amuse- 
ment Co.  is  the  plaintiff,  was  next  pre- 
sented by  Attorney  George  S.  Ryan.  The 
plaintiffs,  Ryan  alleged,  were  “pushed 
around”  in  their  effort  to  secure  major 
product. 

“They  even  went  to  Mr.  Will  Hays  whom 
Mr.  Walsh  (the  ‘W’  of  the  A.  & W.  Amuse- 
ment Co.)  had  known  for  many  years  and 
who  was  under  some  obligation  to  Mr. 
Walsh.  Mr.  Walsh  had  been  for  years  the 
president  of  the  Theatre  Owners  Ass’n 
of  Connecticut,  and  had  been  chairman 
of  the  administrative  committee  of  the 
Motion  Picture  'Theatre  Owners  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  very  experienced  in  the  operation 
of  theatres. 

“But  as  they  went  along  they  found  this 
was  what  they  could  do,  and  this  was  all 
they  could  do.  They  went  to  see  Mr.  Scully, 
assistant  sales  manager  of  Metro  in  New 
York.  Of  course,  Metro  was  tied  in  by  the 
operation  of  this  Loew’s  Theatres  in  Provi- 
dence, and  in  substance  Mr.  Scully,  who 
was  a long  time  friend  of  Mr.  Anger  (the 
‘A’  of  the  concern),  said,  T am  really 
going  to  help  you  in  this  thing.’  He  said, 
T am  going  to  call  up  Wolf  in  Boston, 
and  I am  going  to  tell  him  to  book  you 
15  pictures.  They  can  be  spot  booked  into 
this  house!  Mr.  Anger  said,  ‘Now,  that 
is  fine,  but  how  about  a contract  for 
those?  If  I can  go  to  the  other  distribu- 
tors with  a Metro  contract  I think  I can 
get  some  pictures.’  He  said,  ‘Well,  we  are 
not  going  to  give  you  any  contract.  We 
will  give  you  the  pictures,  but  so  far  as 


I am  concerned  you  can  tell  them  you 
have  got  the  contract;  you  can  say  any- 
thing you  please,  and  I will  back  you  up.’ 

“They  went  back  to  Boston  and  went 
into  one  of  the  larger  distributors,  after 
talking  to  Mr.  Wolf  of  Metro  in  Boston, 
who  agreed  to  let  them  have  ten  pictures 
spot  booked,  but  no  contract.  They  then 
went  to  see  one  of  the  larger  distributors 
and  he  asked  them,  ‘Have  you  got  any 
other  major  product?’  ‘Yes,  I have  got 
pictures.  I have  got  Metro.’  ‘WeU,  you 
haven’t  got  a contract  for  it,  have  you?’ 

“And  then  he  went  on,  the  manager  of 
this  exchange,  and  told  them,  ‘Now,  you 
are  not  fooling  me  any  here.  I know  you 
haven’t  got  a contract.  I know  you  cannot 
get  a contract  for  any  Metro  product.’ 
‘Well,  how  do  you  know  that?  Well,  this 
is  one  of  the  things  we  find  out.  These 
things  happen  to  go  around  among  us. 
You  haven’t  any  contract  and  you  are  not 
going  to  get  any.  All  Metro  is  going  to 
do  for  you  is  to  spot  book  a few  pictures 
in  for  you,  and  then  they  are  going  to 
leave  you  high  and  dry.’  He  said,  ‘If  you 
can  get  contracts  and  then  come  here,  I 
will  sell  you  my  pictures,  but  I know  you 
are  not  going  to  get  them.  I could  go 
through  the  motions,  as  some  of  these 
other  fellows  are  doing,  and  write  you  up 
a contract  and  send  it  on  to  New  York 
for  approval  and  let  you  come  around 
again.’  He  said,  ‘I  am  not  going  to  do 
that  and  I am  not  going  to  sell  you  pic- 
tures until  the  other  fellows  do.’ 

“Begging  for  Any  Product” 

“Well,  these  people  had  started  off  to 
get  the  best  product  available  for  them- 
selves. The  situation  was  such  that  the 
first  run  product  there  was  being  ab- 
sorbed by  the  subsidiaries  of  the  major 
companiesi,  and  they  felt  there  was  no 
reasonable  chance  of  their  getting  first 
run  product  but  they  did  feel  that  they 
could  get  second  run,  or  second  and  third 
run — something  of  that  kind,  but  as  time 
went  on — they  would  have  opened  in  Oc- 
tober; they  started  these  negotiations  in 
the  .summer,  in  July  or  perhaps  earlier — 
as  time  went  on  they  were  begging  for 
any  product,  any  run,  and  they  finally 
decided  that  they  would  have  to  open 
their  theatre  last  run  and  inasmuch  as  the 
theatre  ahead  of  them  was  charging  10 
and  15  cents  admission  they  figured  if  they 
had  to  run  last  run  product  they  could 
not  charge  any  more  than  the  theatre 
ahead.  When  it  finally  came  to  the  mat- 
ter of  opening,  that  was  the  policy  on 
which  they  decided  to  open.” 


Take  Chicago  Depositions 

Chicago — Attorneys  for  Balaban  & Katz  and  Paramount  have  started  taking  depo- 
sitions of  26  independent  exhibitors  in  the  Allied  suit  against  the  circuit  and  major 
distributors  to  invalidate  the  Chicago  clearance  and  zoning  schedule.  All  other 
independent  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  will  be  depositioned  shortly. 
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National,  is  in  Florida  with  his  wife  . . . 
The  Motion  Picture  Salesmen's  Club  may 
be  donored  a gift  at  the  organization’s 
forthcoming  gratis  dinner-dance  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove,  January  14. 

Joe  DiPesa,  the  publicist,  has  tied  up 
with  three  local  dramatic  schools  and 
WEEI  for  gratis  radio  programs,  guar- 
anteed not  to  injure  potential  patronage 
for  the  future  showings  of  “Dramatic 
School”  at  Loew’s  State  and  Loew’s  Or- 
pheum. 

Tex  Safrene  has  resigned  as  projectionist 
at  the  Connnunity  in  Wellesley  to  resume 
work  for  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
Joe  Santi  replaces  him  at  the  Bendslev 
house  . . . Bunny  Rosenberg,  out  of  a job 
with  the  discontinuance  of  the  personal- 
ized GB  set  up,  joined  Grand  National 
last  week. 

Cal  King  has  installed  Ideal  Seats  at 
the  Weldon  Theatre  in  Williamstown  . . . 
Marty  Glazier,  publicity  assistant  to  Paul 
Levi,  was  ill  last  week  with  the  grippe. 

Alex  Slocum,  Maine  salesman  for  J.  Don 
Alexander,  ivas  ill  last  week  . . . Abe  Barry 
of  Columbia,  bronzed,  is  back  from  a 
southern  cruise  . . . Mary  Ringer,  Blue 
Train  vocalist,  is  understood  to  be  set  for 
a screen  test. 

The  Boston  Friars  Club  called  a special 
meeting  in  their  Hotel  Statler  rooms  at 
7:30  p.  m.,  Tuesday  . . . H.  M.  Addison, 
Loew’s  divisional  manager,  is  away  on  an- 
other circuit  tour. 

Vincent  Bellacqua  reports  several  recent 
deals  with  exhibitors  for  purchases  of  used 
theatre  chairs.  It  has  been  a Bellacqua 
sideline  for  years  . . . The  Coolidge  Corner 
in  Brookline  celebrated  its  fifth  anni- 
versary. 

Six  ushers  were  on  the  Metropolitan 


Theatre  sick  list  last  week.  Five  had  colds 
and  complications.  The  sixth,  Tom  Finn, 
was  laid  up  with  appendicitis  . . . Major 
Patrick  F.  Healey,  state  theatre  head,  has 
been  honored  with  a “Purple  Heart” 
award. 

A fire  in  the  State  Theatre  block  in  Mil- 
ford last  week  caused  no  damage  to  the 
Interstate  house  . . . Harold  Sender,  for- 
merly with  Ruby  Newman,  is  Boston 
representative  for  the  Famous  Musical 
Corp.,  lodged  in  the  local  Paramount  ex- 
change. f, 

Additional  Bank  Night  collection  suits 
were  filed  this  week  . . . Saul  Simons, 
Columbia  salesman,  is  back  from  Grand 
Rapids. 

The  Boston  Licensing  Board  entered 
complaints  last  week,  not  only  against 
routmes  and  attirenient  of  night  club  per- 
formers, but  against  “bold  display  of 
nakedness"  in  night  club  lobby  statutes 
and  “suggestive”  mural  designs.  There 
was  also  mention  of  “indecently  deco- 
rated menus.”  ^ 

Manny  Cohen  of  Columbia  is  back  from 
a sail  to  Bermuda  ...  A reunion  of  chil- 
dren the  Boston  Friars  Club  has  sent  to 
summer  camps  was  held  in  the  film  dis- 
trict last  week  by  the  motion  picture 
organization. 

News  photographers  were  made  safer 
last  week  when  two  Dorchester  men  were 
found  guilty  in  Suffolk  superior  court  here 
of  assaulting  a photographer  as  he  at- 
tempted to  take  a picture  of  a principal  in 
a divorce  case.  The  photographer  snapped 
two  shots  m all  and  ivas  assailed  on  both 
occasi07is.  One  defendant  ivas  given  a 10- 
day  jail  sentence,  while  the  other  was  fined 
$25.00.  Both  appealed,  and  bail  was  set  at 
$200  each. 


^^TOTALED 

LOCATION!  BOUEUIA  THBATBB 

from 

$2,600 

UAj-ob.  11.  193S 

$2,800"* 

Ur.  H>  Vorkma 

1906  Ty&Qdottft 

K&Da&A  City,  Uo. 

Daax  Ur.  VorkstADj 

Don't  Pass  Up  This  Source 
of  EXTRA-REVENUE  Without 

I have  Juat  riniehad  ay  firet  ya&r'a  tuauiaaa 
with  tha  Burob  ^orld'a  Uodal  Popoorn  Uaohlna. 

Aa  to  ay  figuraa  on  popooro  talea,  *t  thw  up> 
town  at&Ad,  In  front  of  tha  bobanla  Thaatra,  ny  a&laa  per  weak 
run  froo  $6S.OO  to  $60.00,  ord  Id  twelve  montha,  a&laa  have 

Hearing  Our  Proposition. 

approxlaately.  fban  I waa  talking  to  you  while  you  ware  In  Cleve- 
land laat,  about  ny  aalee  one  week  baln^  $170.00  If  you  reneabor. 

I oade  It  clear,  that  wae  the  week  that  the  Uollnaea  Aeaeobly  mat 

We  guarantee  a 
profit  before  you 
purchase. 

Youra  vary  truly, 

F.  F.  COX  / 

SO?  Central  Ave. 

SAMUEL  HORENSTEIN 

* First-Year  Sales 

BURCH  MFG.  COMPANY 

Box  239  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Salesmen  s Club  Names 
Tom  Duane  President 

Boston — Tom  Duane,  Paramount  sales- 
man, has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Boston  Motion  Picture  Salesmen’s  Club  for 
1939.  Harold  “Zippy”  Goldman  of  War- 
ner is  vice-president  for  the  ensuing 
term.  Harry  Rosenblatt  of  M-G-M  drew 
the  call  for  treasurer,  while  Maynard 
Sickles  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
goes  in  as  secretary. 

Nathan  Ross,  otherwise  known  as  “One 
Shot,”  was.  elected  sergeant-at-arms. 

The  new  board  of  directors  includes: 
Jack  Gubbins  of  Paramount,  Harry  Gold- 
stein of  RKO,  Saul  Simons  of  Columbia, 
Herman  Konnis  of  Columbia,  Steve  Broidy 
of  Monogram,  Leo  Britton  of  Monogram, 
and  Harry  Worden  of  M-G-M. 


MEW  IHIAVIEM 

jyjIDNIGHT  Christmas  show  innovation 
at  the  Roger  Sherman  was  a surprise 
success  to  exhibs;  the  house  was  sold  out, 
and  nobody  could  say  I told  you  so  . . . 
New  Year’s  Eve  show  business  was  spread 
around  pretty  much.  With  no  headliners 
at  the  Paramount,  much  of  the  vaude 
business  went  to  the  Arena  where  there' 
were  acts  and  dancing  for  the  same  $1.10 
. . . They  sprang  a brand  new  one  on  Sam 
Badamo  when  they  gave  him  a holdover 
for  a New  Year’s  midnight  show. 

Strand  Amusement  has  bought  com- 
necticut  Films’  “Secrets  of  Chinatown”  for 
all  houses  . . . Motion  Picture  Operators 
will  meet  January  15  aiid  stage  employes, 
on  Jaiiuary  22. 

Pickwick  Theatre,  Greenwich,  alleged 
unfair  clearance  case  against  Skouras  the- 
atres reported  approaching  hearing  soon. 
Meantime,  reports  circulate  that  the  Pick- 
wick may  be  closed  and  the  smaller  Green- 
wich reopened  by  the  same  management. 

Syinpathy  to  Phil  Gravitz,  Metro  booker, 
whose  father  died  last  week  . . . Nate  Furst 
was  in  town  several  days  on  Monogram 
business  . . . Harry  Olshen,  Boston  Co- 
lumbia salesman,  dropped  in  at  the  New 
Haven  office  while  on  vacation  . . . Tim 
O’Toole,  Columbia  manager,  ushering  in 
the  New  Year  on  a Bermuda  cruise  . . . 
Ben  Lourie  and  Earl  Wright  due  back 
from  fortnight  leaves  . . . Exhibitor 
Michael  Daly  on  the  long  grippe  list  in 
these  parts. 

Little  interest  being  shown  by  exhibs 
on  the  possible  legislation  in  the  brand 
new  session  of  the  legislature  . . . An  at- 
tempt to  bring  back  money  games  on  the 
part  of  organizations  is  almost  certain. 
Also  the  old  bogey,  two-men-in-a-booth,  is 
reported  returning. 

Demolition  of  the  church  on  the  site  of 
the  new  Jewett  City  theatre  to  be  con- 
structed by  Joseph  Quittner,  has  begun. 


ANY  USED  CHAIRS 
nAnItll  YOU  CAN'T  SELL? 
THEN  SEE  


16  Piedmont  Street 
BOSTON 


Vincent  Bellacqua 
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K.  Lee  Williams  Not  Quitting 
Exchange,  Roadshow  Field 


Christmas  Seal  Tieup 
Grabs  News  Space 

Miami — Valuable  publicity  was  secured 
for  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Surf 
Theatre  here,  second  in  the  Cameo  chain 
being  built  in  Greater  Miami  by  Herman 
Weingarten,  through  a tieup  with  the  local 
Christmas  Seal  fund. 

With  little  more  than  three  days  to 
work  up  interest,  some  hard  plugging  re- 
sulted in  50  inches  of  newspaper  space  in 
the  two  local  dailies. 

The  first  story,  given  to  both  papers 
for  the  Sunday  morning  editions,  landed 
on  the  first  page  of  one  paper,  with  an 
inside  runover  of  six  inches.  The  other 
paper  gave  the  opening  story  top  position 
on  page  three  the  following  morning.  It 
was  broken  over  three  columns. 

Two  pictures,  Christmas  Seal  features 
but  not  associated  with  the  benefit  per- 
formance at  the  Surf,  also  appeared  in 
the  Sunday  issues,  occupying  30  addi- 
tional inches  of  space,  and  strengthening 
the  appeal  of  the  other  stories  on  the 
benefit. 

This  is  how  the  theatre  P.  A.  made  the 
most  of  the  seasonal  and  health  fund  ap- 
peal when  nothing  but  routine  copy  ma- 
terial was  at  hand: 

“Post  holiday  festivities  on  Miami  Beach  will 
be  marked  by  the  gala  Christmas  Seal  benefit 
performance  at  the  new  Surf  Theatre,  Tuesday 
night,  signalling  the  closing  of  Dade  County’s 
1938  Christmas  Seal  sale  and  the  formal  opening 
of  the  area’s  newest  community  playhouse,”  reads 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  initial  story  appearing 
in  the  second  most  important  position  in  last 
Sunday’s  issue. 

“As  the  final  feature  of  the  1938  Christmas  Seal 
sale  in  Dade  county,  a post  holiday  Christmas 
Seal  benefit  is  being  staged  Tuesday  night  at 
Miami  Beach’s  newest  theatre.  The  Surf.  This 
performance  marks  the  formal  opening  of  the 
new  North  Collins  avenue  house,”  said  the  lead 
of  the  story  in  the  other  paper  on  Monday  morn- 
ing. 

On  the  first  page,  the  Tuesday  night  story 
began:  “When  lights  flash  on  the  marquee  and 
doors  swing  open  for  the  first  time  tonight  at 
the  new  Surf  Theatre  on  North  Collins  Ave. 
and  74th  St.,  Miami  Beach,  the  occasion  will 
be  a gala  benefit  performance  for  Dade  County’s 
Christmas  Seal  fund. 

“Besides  being  part  of  a distinguished  audi- 
ence in  which  prominent  figures  of  the  enter- 
tainment world  will  share  the  spotlight  with  well- 
known  business  and  professional  dignitaries,  at- 
tendants at  this  benefit  will  witness  the  first 
run  in  Greater  Miami  . . .” 

These  story  leads  are  included  in  this  story 
because  of  their  possible  use  as  models  for  pro- 
motion campaigns  for  theatre  openings  . . . and 
because  they  rated  better  play  In  the  Miami 
paners  than  any  theatre  opening  in  at  least  four 
years. 


New  Orleans  Exchanges 
Ask  Tax  Base  Slash 

New  Orleans — Reductions  in  the  city 
and  state  tax  assessments  for  1939  are 
asked  in  petitions  filed  in  the  civil  dis- 
trict court  by  six  distributors  here.  Each 
of  the  concerns,  according  to  their  peti- 
tions, was  assessed  on  a basis  of  $50,000 
worth  of  merchandise  in  1938. 

The  firms  and  the  assessments  they 
asked  for  1939: 

Vitagraph,  $2,574;  Universal,  $4,067.49; 
Republic,  $1,640;  M-G-M,  $6,383.59; 
United  Artists,  $1,318.44,  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Pox, $39,399.72.  Universal  also  asked 
that  its  tax  assessment  for  furnishings 
and  fixtures  be  reduced  from  $4,500  to 
$899.14. 


Last  Curtain  for  Old 
Plaza  at  Santone 

San  Antonio — The  curtain  has  gone 
down  forever  at  the  old  Plaza  Theatre 
which,  in  its  heyday,  over  25  years 
ago,  was  a favorite  spot  for  vaudeville. 
Later  it  developed,  under  the  W.  ]f. 
Lytle  regime,  into  a subsequent  run 
picture  house  and  showed  some  of  the 
first  all  talking  pictures.  “Gallery  Seats 
10  Cents"  was  the  biggest  advertising 
line  by  the  Plaza  during  recent  years. 

The  Plaza  was  first  known  as  "The 
Queen"  when  stock  companies  held 
sway,  best  known  of  which  was  Eva 
Nuckson  and  company.  Within  60 
days  it  will  represent  a completed  ex- 
pansion of  Joske  Bros,  department 
store. 

Dallas  Varieti]  Club 
Jamboree  Clicks 

Dallas — As  a climax  for  his  piloting  the 
Dallas  Variety  Club  through  a successful 
year.  Chief  Barker  R.  J.  O’Donnell  gets 
additional  felicitation  and  credit  for  the 
well  attended  New  Year’s  jamboree  in  the 
Adolphus  Hotel. 

What  most  ticket  buyers  liked  was  that 
O’Donnell  limited  the  number  of  guests 
to  400  so  that  amusement  people  could 
dine  and  dance  with  plenty  of  elbow  room. 
At  the  same  time  the  club  realized  a neat 
profit  for  its  charity  purposes. 

From  the  dais,  O’DonneU  called  up  club 
officers  and  directors  whom  he  introduced 
to  the  crowd,  and  they  were  R.  E.  Griffith, 
J.  O.  Cherry,  assistant  chief  barkers;  Lloyd 
Rust,  treasurer;  J,  B.  Underwood,  secre- 
tary; Wallace  Walthall,  W.  G.  Under- 
wood, Louis  Charninsky,  Harry  Sachs  and 
Meyer  Rachofsky,  directors, 

O’Donnell  briefly  recited  the  club’s  his- 
tory, what  it  had  accomplished  and  what 
it  intended  to  do  for  underprivileged  peo- 
ple dui’ing  the  coming  year. 

The  dance  ended  about  3 a.  m.,  with 
many  in  the  crowd  adjourning  to  the  club 
rooms  until  a much  later  or  earlier  hour. 

Variety  already  has  set  its  spring  golf 
tournament  in  charge  of  Duke  H.  Evans. 
It  will  be  played  at  one  of  the  important 
country  clubs,  and  the  ballyhoo  is  out  that 
it  will  be  the  biggest  and  best. 


McNatt  Buys  Village 

Naples,  Tex. — W.  W.  McNatt,  owner  of 
the  Inez  Theatre  here  and  the  Morris  at 
Daingerfield,  has  purchased,  with  his  son- 
in-law,  W.  O.  Irwin  jr,,  the  Village  The- 
atre at  Hughes  Springs  from  Frank 
Keasler. 


Oklahoma  City — An  application  for  dis- 
solution of  the  K,  Lee  Williams  Film  Ex- 
change Corp.  does  not  mean  that  the 
veteran  distributor  is  retiring  from  the 
independent  exchange  or  roadshow  field, 
K.  Lee  Williams  advises  Boxoffice  in  cit- 
ing an  earlier  news  story  he  says  con- 
veyed that  impression. 

Instead,  Williams  is  going  far  in  es- 
tablishing an  expansion  program  in  every 
department.  In  addition  to  his  three  new 
roadshow  units  of  “Slaves  in  Bondage’’ 
now  operating  through  New  Mexico,  Ari- 
zona and  Texas,  this  company  has  re- 
cently put  out  a western  roadshow  unit 
consisting  of  the  Circle  S Ranch  Cowboys 
in  person,  playing  in  conjunction  with  the 
western  picture  “Land  of  the  45.”  He 
also  is  releasing  four  new  series  of  inde- 
pendent westerns  for  the  season  of  1939. 
The  lineup  consists  of  32  action  and  musi- 
cal westerns,  featuring  in  individual  series 
Tim  McCoy,  Fred  Scott,  Tom  Tyler  and 
Bob  Steele,  with  other  releasing  con- 
tracts pending  for  independent  product 
that  is  now  in  the  making. 

Williams  is  dissolving  his  exchange 
corporation,  but  he  is  continuing  the  same 
phase  of  business  as  an  individual  on  the 
same  basis  that  he  has  operated  in  this 
territory  for  the  past  26  years. 

In  addition  to  his  exchange  and  road- 
show setup  he  has  acquired  two  theatres 
in  DeQueen,  Ark.,  which  he  will  operate 
in  conjunction  with  his  regular  business. 


Still  Restrain  Standard 
From  Discharging  Two 

Oklahoma  City — District  Court  Judge 
George  Giddings  is  continuing  the  tem- 
porary restraining  order  issued  November 
30  to  prevent  Standard  Theatres  Corp. 
from  discharging  two  employes,  members 
of  Local  112  of  the  stage  employes  union. 
Hearing  has  been  set  for  January  11. 

Judge  Ben  Arnold  issued  the  temporary 
order  which  was  followed  by  a petition 
filed  by  Standard  requesting  that  the  or- 
der be  dissolved  because  the  employes  con- 
cerned had  been  discharged  before  the 
order  was  issued. 

The  union  brought  suit  for  the  order  on 
grounds  the  notice  of  dismissal  violated 
terms  of  a contract. 


No  Time,  Resigns 

Atlanta — Maurice  R.  Brewster,  profes- 
sor of  economics  and  marketing  at  Georgia 
Tech,  has  resigned  as  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  Theatres  Corp.,  due  to  lack  of 
time  to  devote  to  the  business.  He  re- 
tains a financial  interest  in  the  corpora- 
tion. 


Double  Attraction 

Durham,  N.  C. — Metro’s  caravan  and 
marionette  show  were  in  front  of  the  Cen- 
ter here  on  the  night  of  the  theatre’s 
opening. 
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J^ISS  PHYLLIS  ISLEY,  we  learn,  was 
married  Christmas  night  at  the  home 
of  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  R. 
Isley  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  Her  father  is  the  well- 
known  partner  of  W.  P.  Moran  in  15  the- 
atres in  Oklahoma,  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
known  as  Southwestern  Theatres,  Inc. 

By  the  weekend  at  least  three  nimrods 
of  this  industry  will  be  in  Port  Arayisas  on 
a three  or  four  days’  fishing  expedition. 
Names  mentioned  are  P.  E.  “Ed”  Wilson, 
Bill  Loyd,  both  local  exhibitors,  and  Earn- 
est Berber  of  Berber  Bros.  Wilson  is  just 
out  of  a Dallas  hospital  where  he  under- 
went minor  treatments. 

Roy  Cain,  enterprising  exhibitor  with 
two  houses  at  Winnsboro,  was  one  of  the 
numerous  New  Year  visitors. 

Ted  Lewis,  Texarkana  and  Overton, 
drove  over  with  his  family  on  a regular 
booking  trip. 

There’s  plenty  of  game  out  in  the  Colo- 
rado, Texas  country,  according  to  A.  E. 
McClain,  R&R  manager  there,  who  has 
been  about  the  home  office  the  past  two 
days.  His  story  is  that  he  killed  deer,  tur- 
key, ducks,  doves,  quail,  a coyote,  etc.,  all 
on  the  same  trip.  Of  course,  H.  L.  Young- 
blood, R&R  manager  at  San  Angelo,  was 
along,  so  you  can  ask  C.  V.  Jones,  their 
boss,  something  about  the  kill  as  Young- 
blood only  last  year  was  awarded  a medal 
for  being  the  best.  McClain  was  manager 
for  R&R  in  Oak  Cliff  before  transferring 
to  Colorado. 


Bill  Chesher  of  Littlefield  arrived  a few 
days  late  for  Dallas  celebrations,  but  put 
in  two  hard  days  booking,  and  one  night 
at  the  Variety  Club.  Be  said  it  was  a safe 
and  sane  yearend  for  him  and  he’s  praying 
for  rain  in  the  Panhandle. 

Dallas  friends  learned  early  in  the  week 
of  the  death  Saturday  and  burial  Monday 
in  Oklahoma  City  of  Mrs.  Tom  Boland. 
Two  years  ago  the  Bolands  moved  to  Bev- 
erly Hills,  Cal.  Tom  Boland  owns  the 
theatre  properties  now  occupied  by  Stand- 
ard Theatres,  Inc.  He  operated  those 
theatres  many  years  in  association  with 
John  and  Pete  Sinopolous,  Allen  Street 
and  Robt.  D.  Hutchinson.  These  houses 
were  leased  to  Warner  Bros.,  who  ac- 
quired additional  units  to  form  Standard. 

Lester  Dollison  who  operates  a down- 
toion  subsequent  run  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  be- 
came the  father  last  week  of  a third 
daughter  in  Dallas.  Lester  arrived  for  the 
event  by  airplane.  Indications  are  he  again 
unll  be  a Texan,  and  for  good,  before  long. 

E.  P.  Rainosek,  owner  of  the  Texas  The- 
atre and  leading  grocer  in  Iraan,  mixed 
business  with  pleasure  on  the  Row,  Mon- 
day. He  and  his  local  booker,  Forrest 
White,  (Index  Booking  Seiwice)  went  to 
the  Cotton  Bowl  for  a large  afternoon. 

The  B.  B.  Covingtons  of  Teague  who 
sold  their  two  houses  to  Johnny  Long, 
plan  an  extended  vacation  trip  to  Mexico 
City  and  there  has  been  talk  about  visiting 
Europe  later. 


Bruce  Palmer  Picks  His 
Ten  Best  for  1938 

Oklahoma  City — Bruce  Palmer,  film 
critic  of  the  Daily  Oklahoman  and  the 
Oklahoma  City  Times,  claims  the  follow- 
ing are  the  ten  best  pictures  of  1938; 

“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  Co- 
liunbia;  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,”  20th 
Century-Fox;  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs,”  Walt  Disney-RKO;  “Adventures 
of  Robin  Hood,”  Warner  Bros.;  “Marie 
Antoinette,”  M-G-M;  “Nothing  Sacred,” 
Selznick-UA;  “Jezebel,”  Warner  Bros.;  “In 
Old  Chicago,”  20th  Century-Fox;  “Boys 
Town,”  M-G-M,  and  “Wells  Fargo,”  Para- 
mount. 


Again  Battle  Blaze 

Whitney,  Tex. — Within  a few  days  after 
rebuilding  following  almost  total  fire  loss, 
the  Texas  again  battled  flames.  This 
time  the  damage  was  confined  to  the  pro- 
jection booth.  Tho  fire  started  early  dur- 
ing a matinee  performance  when  only  30 
people  were  in  the  house.  The  booth  fire 
v^as  covered  by  insurance,  it  was  said. 


New  Rex  Bows 

Arp,  Tex. — A gala  celebration  marked 
the  opening  of  East  Texas  Theatres’  new 
Rex  during  the  holidays,  being  a Christ- 
mas gift  to  the  town  and  vicinity.  The  new 
house  replaces  a total  fire  loss  several 
months  ago,  seats  500,  and  has  all  new  and 
modern  equipment. 
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Ask  the  man 


who  doesn’t  have  one 


During  the  period  of  the  year  when  the 
theatre  business  is  slack,  people  are  staying 
home  at  nights,  and  patrons  cannot  be  jarred 
loose  from  that  well-known  pocketbook,  the 
poor  theatre  manager  racks  his  brain  for  a 
reason  why  his  business  is  off.  Yet  this  man- 
ager should  know  that  during  this  day  and 
age  his  patrons  want  as  much  or  more  com- 
fort in  the  theatre  as  they  have  at  home, 
and  must  have  it  before  they  spend  when 
ready  cash  is  low. 


If  you  want  to  find  out  the  real  value  of 
an  up-to-date,  modern  theatre,  in  these  slack 
times— ASK  THE  MANAGER  WHO  DOESN'T 
HAVE  ONE! 

Above  you  see  an  interior  of  the  recently 
remodeled  Ritz  Theatre  in  Muskogee,  Okla- 
homa, done  under  the  supervision  of  Corgan 
& Moore,  architects  of  Dallas.  The  managers 
of  this  theatre  now  have  a smile  the  year 
round. 

See  February  4th  issue  of  BOXOFFICE  for 
further  details  of  this  theatre. 
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J^LTHOUGH  they  were  several  hundred 
miles  from  their  home  town  of  Mena, 
Lum  and  Abner  (Chester  H.  Lauck  and 
Norris  Goff)  took  time  off  from  their  radio 
broadcasts  in  Hollywood  and  sent  a size- 
able check  back  to  their  home  town  this 
Christmas  for  the  needy.  Mena  “Good- 
fellows”  saw  to  it  that  the  underprivileged 
children  of  the  town  were  remembered. 

Mrs.  Clara  Oxford  and  her  son,  Carlos, 
have  purchased  the  Majestic  Theatre 
building.  Green  Forest,  which  is  now 
being  opened.  New  equipment  has  been 
installed. 

Albert  Wayne  Sweatt,  son  of  Mrs.  Leroy 
Mitchell  of  Hot  Springs,  who  has  been 
appearing  in  “A  Star  Is  Born,”  “Boys 
Town,”  and  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,” 
was  home  for  the  holidays. 

The  Rialto,  Camden,  has  installed  new 
lighting  equipment  in  the  projection  room 
and  also  a new  screen.  A new  lighting 
system  was  recently  installed  in  the  audi- 
torium. 


Two  Mayors  Speakers  at 
Bennettsville  Bow 

Bennettsville,  S.  C.  — Both  Mayol 
Crosland  of  Bennettsville,  and  Mayor  Car- 
michael of  Dillon,  S.  C.,  made  brief 
speeches  at  the  opening  of  the  remodeled 
theatre,  the  Carolina,  here  recently. 

The  Carolina,  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
Anderson  chain,  has  a seating  capacity 
of  1,250. 


RKO  Re-Signs  Ellison 

Hollywood — James  Ellison  has  signed 
a new  acting  contract  at  RKO. 


H,  F,  Wilkes  Is  Honored 
At  N.  O.  Testimonial 

New  Orleans  — Local  filmites  paid 
tribute  last  week  to  Harold  F.  Wilkes, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  at  a testi- 
monial dinner.  Wilkes  left  January  1 for 
Atlanta  to  assume  new  duties  for  the  com- 
pany as  southeastern  district  manager. 

In  recognizing  his  25  years  of  service 
with  Paramount,  Wilkes  was  presented 
with  a wrist  watch  and  a parchment  bear- 
ing the  signatures  of  each  of  the  guests. 
Among  those  present  were  Paige  Baker, 
Gaston  Dureau,  Paul  Tessier,  E.  V.  Rich- 
ards, Cleve  Adams,  and  Jimmy  Briant. 


New  Reidsville  House 
Third  lor  the  Town 

Reidsville,  N.  C. — A new  theatre — 
Reidsville’s  third — wiU  be  constructed  here 
by  the  Reidsville  Amusement  Co.,  opera- 
tors of  the  Broadway  and  the  Rocking- 
ham here. 

W.  H.  Hendrix  of  Greensboro,  N.  C., 
head  of  the  amusement  company,  said 
architects  are  working  on  plans  for  the 
new  house. 


Burlington  Plans 

Burlington,  N.  C.  — Wrecking  opera- 
tions have  been  started  on  an  Andrews 
St.  site  here  to  clear  the  space  for  erection 
of  a new  theatre.  The  house  will  open  in 
late  January,  according  to  J.  R.  Qualls. 


One  in  Fairburn 

Fairburn,  Ga. — A theatre  will  be  opened 
here  in  January,  with  construction  and 
renovation  of  a building  already  under- 
way, it  is  announced  by  James  E.  Waters, 
owmer. 


A ir  IL  A MT  A 

pjVERYBODY’S  talking  about  New  Year’s 

resolutions,  but  nobody  admits  doing 
anything  about  such.  If  the  way  they’re 
ending  the  old  year  is  any  indication, 
Filmrow  will  be  vacant  next  year  . . . 
everybody  will  be  out  of  town. 

Lee  Fuhrman,  correspondent  for  Box- 
office,  is  in  Philadelphia  visiting  his  home 
folks  . . . Ira  P.  Stone  was  in  Amelia,  La., 
but  is  back  now  . . . Guy  C.  Brown  like- 
wise was  in  New  Orleans  and  likewise  is 
jiow  back  . . . H.  M.  Lyons,  southeastern 
district  manager  for  RKO,  made  a flying 
trip  to  Miami  and  return  . . . Miss  Foy 
Gay,  his  secretary,  took  the  opportunity  to 
visit  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Every  employe  of  Warner  Bros.,  how- 
ever, began  working  on  the  day  after  the 
Christmas  holidays,  even  to  the  salesman, 
and  they’ll  be  working — hard — until  April 
15.  Reason:  The  annual  Grad  Sears 
Drive,  during  which  collections  and  bUlings 
are  brought  up  to  date  . . . The  Warner 
Club  members,  approximately  70  strong, 
celebrated  the  holidays  with  a party  at 
the  Henry  Grady  Hotel  here  two  days  be- 
fore Christmas. 

R.  M.  Avery,  branch  manager  of  M-G-M, 
went  to  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  on  his 
Christmas  vacation,  and  so  did  Salesmen 
Louis  Ingram,  L.  B.  Butler  and  C.  F.  Mc- 
Guire, but  no  one  in  the  office  knew  where, 
not  even  the  office  manager,  T.  E.  Lucy. 

Tex  Hall,  villain  in  cowboy  pictures  for 
Republic,  visited  the  Row  during  the  holi- 
days, then  headed  back  for  Hollywood  . . . 
Jimmy  Crockett  of  AffUiated’s  New  Or- 
leans office,  was  in  town  simultaneously 
with  Hall  . . . E.  A.  Rambonett,  salesman 
for  Affiliated  here,  went  to  Cerro  Gordo, 
N.  C.,  for  his  Christmas  vacation.  Had 
a hard  time  convincing  friends  there  real- 
ly is  such  a town.  There  is  . . . Harry  Paul 
made  an  overnight  trip  to  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

A.  C.  Bromberg  gave  all  employes  of  all 
five  of  his  branches  a cash  bonus  for  a 
Christmas  present,  but  said  not  a word  to 
reporters.  It’s  an  annual  habit,  employes 
say  . . . Al  Rook,  salesman  for  Republic, 
is  well-tanned  after  a vacation  in  Miami, 
Fla. 


Princess  in  Tishomingo 
Destroyed  by  Flames 

Tishomingo,  Okla. — The  Princess,  only 
theatre  here,  was  destroyed  last  week  by  a 
fire  which  started  in  a shoe  shop  in  the 
center  of  the  business  section. 

Two  other  business  establishments  also 
were  consumed  by  the  spreading  flames  of 
the  blaze. 

Total  damage  is  placed  at  $60,000. 


Fire  in  Dothan 

Dothan,  Ala. — Fire,  starting  in  a pile 
of  splinters,  did  unestimated  damage  to 
the  basement  of  the  Houston  Theatre.  The 
house  resumed  operations  after  being  dark 
two  hours. 
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WHEW  OIHIILIEAMS 

QHRIS  HOFFELDT  back  after  a month’s 
visit  in  Hollywood.  He  has  great  stories 
to  tell  . . .Vic  Demourelle,  who  has  ap- 
peared in  several  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
films  is  spending  the  month  with  his  par- 
ents here. 

Billy  Longmire,  who  is  appearing  on  the 
New  York  stage,  suddenly  developed  a 
yearn  for  her  parents  here.  Christmas  eve 
she  took  a plane  for  this  city  and  returned 
the  following  day  . . . The  football  game 
January  2 played  hob  with  the  afternoon 
attendance  at  the  various  downtown 
houses.  In  the  evening  more  than  capacity 
was  reported  . . . The  Federal  theatre 
group  (WPA)  have  leased  the  St.  Charles 
Theatre. 

In  the  gathering  places  of  the  motion 
picture  executives  there  is  talk  of  at- 
tempting to  raise  the  admission  prices  a 
nickel  in  order  to  meet  a proposed  ad- 
vance from  the  exchanges  owing  to  the 
heavy  tax  imposed  on  them  by  the  state. 

The  Saenger  theatres.  Globe,  Tudor  and 
the  Saenger,  are  the  only  amusement 
houses  that  use  the  radio  in  addition  to 
their  regular  newspaper  space.  Radio  ad- 
vertising increased  4.9  per  cent  during 
November  over  October  of  this  year  . . . 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Portwood,  who  assists  in  gath- 
ering notes  for  Boxoffice,  is  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  northern  Missouri. 

It  is  said  that  several  neighborhood 
houses,  which  have  been  using  cash  games 
for  some  time,  are  seriously  contemplat- 
ing discontinuing  the  same  and  substi- 
tuting vaudeville.  The  Garden  is  running 
flesh  in  connection  with  fUms  once  a week, 
while  the  Coliseum  puts  on  an  occasional 
bill  to  good  business  . . . Cameramen  were 
numerous  at  the  Sugar  Bowl  football 
classic  January  2,  all  companies  sending 
men  here.  Harcol,  local  man,  was  also  on 
the  field. 

Rene  Brunet  of  the  Imperial,  in  the 
lower  section  of  the  city,  believes  that  the 
neighborhood  houses  will  increase  their 
grosses  by  many  per  cent  this  coming  and 
present  season  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
neighborhoods  are  getting  better  films 
than  in  previous  years  . . . The  WPA,  it 
is  said,  will  establish  a school  to  teach 
motion  picture  acting.  An  instructor  will 
be  imported  from  Hollywood.  In  addition, 
a school  for  projectionists  is  proposed. 


Bonus  Checks  Prominent 
At  a Banquet  by  L&J 

Macon,  Ga. — Bonus  checks  from  Lucas 
& Jenkins,  Inc.,  were  much  in  evidence  at 
the  annual  banquet  of  the  Macon  The- 
atre Club  held  in  the  New  Yorker  here. 

Harry  Hudson,  club  president,  was  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies  and  Dan  Holt  gave  a 
humorous  talk.  E.  E.  Whitaker,  general 
manager  of  the  Lucas  & Jenkins  chain, 
and  Hudson  Edwards,  manager  of  At- 
lanta’s Fox  Theatre,  both  made  informal 
addresses. 

Almost  100  guests  attended  the  affair. 


Savannah  House  in 
Hundredth  Year 

Savannah,  Ga. — There  are  few,  if  any, 
to  challenge  the  claim  of  Fred  G.  Weis 
and  the  Savannah  Theatre  to  a unique 
quality  in  celebrations.  For  Fred  has  just 
celebrated  for  the  Savannah  its  100th 
year  of  activity  as  a theatre.  Giving 
souvenirs  to  the  ladies,  candy  to  the 
youngsters  and  cigars  to  the  men,  Fred 
pointed  out  that  the  Savannah  was 
granted  a perpetual  charter  on  Dec. 
27,  1838,  shortly  after  its  opening,  imder 
which  document,  incidentally,  the  house 
operates  today. 

The  Weis  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  historic  theatre  for  nearly  50  years. 
Albert  Weis,  father  of  the  present  man- 
ager, included  the  Savannah  in  his  string 
of  houses  back  in  the  nineties.  Fred  says 
he  hopes  to  pass  control  of  the  theatre 
eventually  to  his  son,  also  named  Albert. 

In  addition  to  the  original  seal  now  in 
Weis’  possession,  the  ticket  box  used  when 
the  theatre  opened  Dec.  4,  1838,  with  the 
comedy,  “Soldier’s  Daughter”  and  a farce 
“Raising  the  Wind,”  is  still  in  use. 


For  a Worthy  Cause 

Adel,  Ga. — The  Majestic,  managed  by 
Miss  Modell  Burch,  was  “leased”  for  noth- 
ing to  the  Adel  Lions’  Club  for  one  night, 
when  the  club  sponsored  an  “empty 
stocking  fund”  program. 


1.  Economy  in  operation 

2.  Correct  engineering  in  every  detail 

3.  Interchangeable  parts  throughout 


Crescent  Moves  Into 
New  Headparters 

Nashville,  Tenn. — Crescent  Amusement 
Co.  is  now  in  new  quarters  at  145  Fifth 
Ave.,  North. 

The  new  building  houses  every  depart- 
ment of  the  company.  The  first  floor 
houses  the  accounting,  bookkeeping  and 
treasurer’s  office;  the  second  floor  the 
executive  offices  and  affiliates,  and  the 
third  the  publicity  and  printing  offices. 

Due  to  the  growth  of  the  company,  of- 
ficials said,  the  executive  offices  had 
spread  to  several  buildings  on  Fifth  Ave. 
prior  to  completion  of  the  new  structure. 


New  Charlotte  House 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Plans  have  been  filed 
with  the  city  inspection  office  here  for  a 
new  600-seat  theatre  to  be  constructed  at 
1605  South  Blvd.,  near  Park  Ave.,  by 
North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc.  The  house 
is  expected  to  open  by  April  1. 


Robber  Gets  $300 

Carrollton,  Ga. — The  thief  who  broke 
into  the  Carroll  Theatre  here  escaped 
with  approximately  $300  in  cash,  Rader 
Stewart,  manager,  from  whose  office  the 
money  was  taken,  reported  to  police. 


4.  Complete  parts  catalog  service 

5.  Prompt,  efficient  factory  service 

G.  Universal,  dependable  dealer  service 


These  factors  mean  unparalleled  performance  and  satisfaction — 
THE  BETTER  SHOW 
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GOLD  WATCH  and  other  prizes  were 
awarded  Manager  Edward  E.  Collins 
of  the  Majestic  Theatre  the  other  day 
for  his  hole-in-one  made  on  a local  golf 
course.  Others  playing  with  Collins  were 
Bill  O’Donnell,  Interstate  city  manager, 
and  LeeRoy  Handley,  assistant  to  Collins 
at  the  Majestic.  Projectionists,  too,  often 
make  aces.  Benno  Kusenberger,  operator 
at  a local  theatre,  shot  a hole-in-one  while 
playing  at  Riverside  Park  one  afternoon. 
Witnesses  to  the  shot  were  Karl  Kurth  and 
Homer  Newman  who  were  playing  with 
him  at  the  time. 

Speaking  of  sport  games,  the  Seltzer 
Roller  Derby  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
continues  to  draw  large  crowds  nightly. 
Sponsored  by  Interstate  circuit,  the  show 
is  broadeast  every  night  over  KTSA.  Lymie 
Stillwell,  at  one  time  with  the  Marcus 
Show,  is  agent  for  the  local  unit. 

Manager  Norman  C.  Schwartz,  skipper 
of  the  Highland  Theatre,  is  receiving  con- 
gratulations on  the  birth  of  a son  last 
month.  The  youngster  is  named  after 
his  dad. 

The  Empire  Theatre  will  start  Country 
Store  on  January  18,  and  will  continue  it 
as  a regular  weekly  feature  every  Wednes- 
day night.  It  will  be  the  only  local  first- 
run  house  having  this  inducement. 

Howard  Connor,  sound  technician  at  the 
Majestic  Theatre,  is  now  a benedict  . . . 
The  Plaza  Theatre,  long  a landmark  here 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


KNOW 

What's  New  in  Theatre 
Modernization 


SEE:  An  economical 
FRONT  CURTAIN 
Installed 


SEE:  A modernistic 
TICKET  BOOTH 


SEE:  A demonstration 
of  the  sensational 
CONTI-GLO  PAINTS 
and  Mercury  Vapor  Lights 


Glad  to  Show  You  and  Explain 


1914  MAIN  ST, 

2 Blocks  off  Film  Row 
DALLAS 


Plans  FREE  on  Remodeling  Jobs 


Start  Building  Two 
Griffith  Theatres 


Dallas — Two  Griffith  theatres  are  under 
construction.  One  is  a $50,000  house 
in  Lubbock,  neighboi’hood,  for  Lindsey 
Theatres,  Inc.,  affiliated  with  Consolidated 
Theatres,  subsidiary  of  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.;  the  other  is  a similar  but  smal- 
ler job  in  Stillwater,  being  a Griffith  pro- 
ject alone.  Both  theatres  are  to  be 
named  the  “Campus,”  as  in  Lubbock  that 
house  is  adjacent  to  the  famous  Texas 
Tech  grounds  and  in  Stillwater  the  Okla- 
homa A & M is  opposite. 

Both  of  these  new  Griffith  projects  were 
designed  and  will  be  supervised  by  Corgan 
& Moore,  Dallas  theatre  architects. 


Passes  That  Pass 


Oklahoma  City — The  annual  exchange 
of  passes  between  T.  B.  Noble  jr.,  operator 
of  the  State  and  Pix  theatres,  and  Dinty 
Moore,  manager  for  Standard  Theatres 
Corp.,  wasn’t  without  incident  this  year. 

Noble  wrapped  up  a regular  State  The- 
atre no-condition  pass  for  1939  and  sent  it 
to  Moore.  In  his  next  mail  he  received  a 
coupon  book  labeled,  “Season  Pass  1939,” 
which  Standard  is  issuing  this  year.  It 
contained  two  tickets  for  each  week  of  the 
year  good  at  any  one  of  the  Standard  the- 
atres, “subject  to  federal  and  state  tax” 
with  “This  pass  is  subject  to  a service 
charge  of  five  cents  which  is  a donation 
to  the  employes  benefit  fund.”  Accom- 
panying this  was  a note  from  Moore; 

“Dear  T.  B.; 

“We  are  attaching  herewith  a coupon 
pass  book  for  our  theatres.  We  hope  you 
can  find  occasion  to  use  it  most  frequently. 

“This  book  may  be  somewhat  different 
from  the  courtesy  as  issued  here  in  the 
past.  However,  because  of  governmental 
tax  restrictions,  we  are  obliged  to  use  this 
type  of  pass.” 

Noble  promptly  addressed  an  envelope  to 
Moore,  inserted  the  coupon  book  therein 
and,  with  this  note,  returned  it: 

“Dear  Dinty: 

“Your  coupon  book  has  been  received 
and  is  being  returned  herewith.  If  I am 
able  to  pay  five  cents  to  attend  your  the- 
atres I am  certainly  able  to  pay  40  cents.” 


SERVING  THE 

Southern  Exhibitor 

With 

Satisfactory  Service 
The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 


OKIILA.  CIlIirY 

WE.  REPORTED  recently  that  C.  P. 

Anderson  resigned  from  the  staff  of 
the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  branch 
here.  We  should  have  said  he  has  retired 
. . . The  local  Monogram  boys  are  helping 
plug  their  first-runs  here  with  a large  24- 
sheet  board  installed  across  the  front  of 
the  building  housing  the  exchange  . . . 
Pete  Crown,  in  town,  then  off  to  Dallas 
. . . Dick  Dyer,  formerly  with  Dyer  The- 
atre Supply  Co.,  and  now  with  Standard 
Theatres,  is  doing  posting  work  from  the 
Theatrical  Poster  Service  office.  Dick  will 
soon  become  a “papa.” 

Gus  Zaffos,  formerly  with  Standard,  is 
710W  ivith  the  Oklahoma  News  ...  J.  I. 
Watkins,  new  National  Theatre  Supply 
manager,  is  busy  supervising  rearrange- 
ment of  offices  and  display  rooms  . . . 
Marie  Lutz,  whose  desk  sits  in  the  The- 
atrical Poster  Service  office,  is  a bride;  M. 
C.  McLarry,  with  Southwestern  Paint 
Corp.,  now  bosses  Marie’s  activities. 

Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  impresario,  has 
a way  of  getting  rid  of  callers  who  stay 
too  long.  He  just  turns  up  the  heat  which 
hits  the  caller  across  the  room  with  a 
warm  air  blast  . . . J.  C.  ‘Blubber’  Smith 
of  Griffith’s  office  celebrated  the  other  eve- 
ning by  taking  up  his  post  at  the  en- 
trance to  a niterie  and  passing  out  lapel 
buttons  for  “Gangster’s  Boy,”  insisting 
one  had  to  wear  the  button  in  order  to 
qualify  for  the  dance  floor  . . . Betty  Neal 
is  the  bride  of  J.  I.  Graves  of  Chicago. 

Fred  Schofield  is  happy  about  his 
Christmas  gifts  but  not  so  about  a boil 
ivhich  is  becoynmg  quite  friendly  . . . Our 
choicest  scroll  to  Columbia  for  that  excel- 
lent little  cartoon,  “Midnight  Frolics’’  . . . 
T.  B.  Noble  jr.  took  in  the  Orange  Bowl 
at  Miami  ayid  a Caribbean  cruise  on  the 
side  . . . New  Year’s  Eve  found  all  the  show 
houses  wide  open. 

K.  Lee  Williams  has  been  called  for  jury 
duty  . . . State  Theatre’s  WKY  radio  pro- 
gram on  “There  Goes  My  Heart”  had  the 
announcers  flustered.  They  announced 
Fredric  Bruce  and  Virginia  March  as  co- 
stars  . . . Marriage  of  Ruth  Mix,  daugh- 
ter of  Tom,  to  John  A.  Guthrie  of  Mus- 
kogee, is  announced.  Guthrie  is  a rodeo 
promoter. 

In  an  advertisement  in  the  December 
24  issue  the  firm  name  of  Clark’s  Poster 
Service  was  erroneously  printed  as  Clark’s 
Poster  Exchange.  This  poster  service  is 
located  at  606  W.  Grand  Ave.,  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.  C.  G.  Clark  is  head  of  the 
concern. 


Griffiths  in  Dallas 

Dallas — L.  C.  Griffith,  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  official  of  Oklahoma  City,  was 
here  over  the  weekend.  An  infrequent 
visitor  here,  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  a party  of  friends. 


Gets  Title  Role 

Hollywood — Spencer  Tracy  draws  the 
title  role  in  “The  Life  of  Thomas  Edison,” 
which  Metro  will  make  with  John  Con- 
sidine  producing. 
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Okla.  Divorcement 
May  Bide  Ruling 

Oklahoma  City  — While  a theatre  di- 
vorcement bill  is  said  to  have  been  drafted 
against  affiliated  circuits  for  presenta- 
tion in  the  state  legislature,  it  is  believed 
the  message  will  not  be  introduced  until 
the  U.  S.  supreme  court  rules  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  North  Dakota  di- 
vorcement law. 

The  North  Dakota  law,  inoperative  pend- 
ing an  appeal  to  the  nation’s  high  tribunal, 
requires  the  severance  of  Paramount  thea- 
tres in  that  state  from  the  parent  com- 
pany and  several  states  await  the  outcome 
with  similar  bills  either  poised  or  actually 
introduced. 

Included  among  other  probable  bills  is 
one  imposing  restrictions  on  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers. Also  contemplated  is  a measure 
to  substitute  for  a state  wage-hour  bill 
now  before  the  state  supreme  court  for 
a constitutionality  test. 

"Golden  Boy"  Scripters 
Signed  by  Columbia 

Hollywood — A step  toward  the  produc- 
tion of  “Golden  Boy’’  was  taken  this  week 
by  Columbia  with  the  signing  of  Daniel 
Taradash  and  Lewis  Meltzer  to  adapt  the 
Clifford  Odets  play  for  the  screen.  Co- 
lumbia is  conducting  a wide  search  for  an 
actor  to  portray  the  title  role. 


SANTONE 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

on  Alamo  Plaza,  is  being  razed  to  make 
way  for  Joske’s  store  remodeling  . . . Holi- 
day visitors  here  were  Jose  Calderon,  pro- 
ducer from  Mexico  City;  Bill  “Robert  Tay- 
lor” Rau,  Paramount  booker,  Dallas; 
George  Gaughan,  salesman,  Oklahoma 
City,  and  Bernard  Brager,  salesman  from 
the  Paramoimt  Dallas  branch  office. 

Private  Pete  Ramirez  who  runs  the  132 
Club  on  Soledad  Street,  where  indoor  and 
outdoor  showmen  meet,  has  just  opened 
the  121  Hotel  on  Houston  Street,  which 
caters  to  theatrical  people.  Manager  “Big” 
Whitehouse  is  official  greeter  at  the  new 
hotel. 

A former  San  Antonio  Little  Theatre  di- 
rector’s name  showed  up  again  on  the 
Texas  Theatre  screen  last  week.  He  was 
Frank  Beckwith,  dialogue  director  for 
“Heart  of  the  North,”  a Warner  Techni- 
color production. 

Fixtures  at  the  Music  Box  Theatre  were 
auctioned  off  last  week  . . . The  Commun- 
ity Theatre  in  Comfort,  Tex.,  is  now  run- 
ning only  two  nights  weekly  and  we  under- 
stand that  the  place  is  for  lease  the  other 
five  days  of  the  week. 

Jimmie  Lederer,  newsreel  cameraman, 
shot  some  background  scenes  here  for  the 
new  Doug  Corrigan  picture  which  will  be 
released  soon  by  RKO  . . . Nick  Stuart  and 
his  Hollywood  orchestra  is  back  again, 
this  time  on  the  Plaza  Hotel  Roof,  where 
the  film  star-band  leader  is  pleasing  great 
numbers  of  his  fans  with  a hit  parade. 


Fort  Mgers  Arcade 
Bows  With  Ballg 

Port  Myers,  Fla. — The  new  Arcade  The- 
atre, constructed  at  a cost  of  $100,000,  was 
opened  here  for  the  Christmas  season, 
after  a flood  of  newspaper  and  radio  pub- 
licity throughout  the  state. 

The  entire  arcade,  from  First  to  Bay 
Sts.,  was  redesigned  to  provide  a back- 
ground for  the  new  theatre,  which  was 
built  by  the  Harvey  E.  Heitman  Estate, 
Inc.,  under  the  terms  of  a 20-year  lease 
to  Sparks  Theatres,  Inc. 

No  formal  program  was  held  at  the 
opening,  but  present  were  Frank  Bell,  the 
manager,  who  recently  returned  to  Fort 
Myers  from  DeLand,  Fla.,  where  he  has 
been  manager  of  the  two  Sparks  theatres 
for  the  last  10  years;  E.  J.  Sparks,  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  president  of  the  United 
Theatres,  Inc.;  Rank  Rogers  of  Jackson- 
ville, general  manager  of  all  Sparks  the- 
atres in  charge  of  buying,  booking  and 
business  accounts;  B.  B.  Garner  of  Lake- 
land, general  manager  of  theatre  opera- 
tions, policy  and  managers  for  the  chain, 
and  Jesse  L.  Clark  of  Tampa,  western  dis- 
trict supervisor  of  Sparks  theatres. 

Sparks  said  the  Arcade  was  the  109th 
theatre  to  be  opened  by  the  chain. 

Cantor  Film  for  Metro 

Hollywood — Eddie  Cantor  has  signed 
a one-picture  deal  with  Metro. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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fofiiniiiion  BUfiEflii 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


MTB17  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MTSIS  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MT519  Cooling  colls 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxofflce 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT482  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Seund  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT49S  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505 

MT506 
MT507 
MT508 
MT509 
MTS  10 
MTS  11 
MTS  12 
MT513 
MTS14 
MTS  15 
MTS  16 


Air  conditioning  plants  — com- 
plete 

Heating  systems 

Refrigeration 

Air  washers 

Blowers 

Air  circulators 

Fans,  exhaust 

Grilles  and  registers 

Temperature  control  devices 

Air  conditioning  accessories 

Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MT528  Furniture,  lounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 
MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 
MT531  Brass  railings 
MT532  Rope  railings 
MT533  Metal,  ornamental 
MT534  Mirrors 
MT535  Luminous  colors 
MT536  Ticket  booths 
MT537  Directional  signs 
MT538  Exit  boxes 
MT539  Curtain  controls 
MT540  Curtain  tracks 
MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 
MTo42  Fountains,  drinking 
MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 
MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 
MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT654  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT5.'>7  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants.  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfect  an  rp 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Bxhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  hern 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


PROJECTION 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  1-7-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks:. 


Name 

Theatre 

City State. 


MT591 

MT592 

MT593 

MT594 

MT595 

MT596 

MT597 

MT598 

MT599 

MT600 

MT601 

MT602 

MT603 

MT604 

MT605 

MT606 

MT607 

MT608 

MT609 

MT610 

MT611 

MT612 

MT613 

MT614 

MT615 

MT616 

MT617 

MT618 

MT619 

MT620 

MT621 

MT622 

MT623 

MT624 

MT625 

MT626 

MT627 

MT628 

MT629 

MT630 

MT631 

MT632 

MT633 


Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

Projectors,  standard 

Projectors,  semi-portable 

Projector  pedestals 

Projector  parts 

Lamps,  suprex  type 

Lamps,  reflector  arc 

Lamps,  high  Intensity 

Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

Arc  regulators 

Arc  controls 

Control  panels 

Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

Rectifiers,  tube  type 

Bulbs,  rectifier 

Rheostats,  projection 

Motor-generators 

Lenses,  projection 

Lenses,  condenser 

Current  changers 

Mirror  reflectors 

Carbons,  projector 

Carbon  savers 

Reels 

Reel  alarms 
Rewlnders,  automatic 
Change-over  devices 
Slide,  projection 
Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
Take-ups,  film 
Film  safety  controls 
Fire  prevention  devices 
Fire  shutters,  porthole 
Film  scales 
Film  scrapers 
Film  splicers 
Film  cleaners 
Air  gun  (cleaner) 

Tool  kits 
Film  cabinets 
Film  cabinet  stands 
Effect  projectors 
Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glassies 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxofflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Revenue  Need  May 
Bring  a Film  Tax 

Ottawa — Theatre  men  of  the  Dominion 
can’t  help  but  do  a bit  of  bridge-crossing 
at  the  start  of  the  new  year  in  consider- 
ing the  matter  of  taxation,  an  increase  of 
which  in  some  form  or  other  affecting 
the  film  business  is  expected  as  a result 
of  the  new  trade  agreement  with  the 
United  States.  It  has  not  been  denied  or 
disputed  that  a film  exhibition  tax  by  the 
Canadian  government  may  be  one  source 
of  new  revenue  and  there  may  be  others. 

Prom  reliable  sources,  estimates  have 
been  secured  regarding  loss  of  revenue 
which  may  not  be  made  up  by  the  Fed- 
eral Treasury  except  in  new  levies.  Re- 
duced duties  under  the  pact  are  esti- 
mated to  mean  a drop  in  revenue  of 
$12,000,000  during  1939  while  the  wiping 
off  of  the  three  per  cent  excise  tax  proba- 
bly in  April  may  cause  a loss  of  $18,000,- 
000  in  national  revenue.  The  loss  on  the 
year’s  operation  of  the  Canadian  National 
Revenue  is  expected  to  be  $50,000,000  while 
the  wheat  subsidy  will  bring  an  expendi- 
ture of  $30,000,000,  or  a total  of  $110,- 
000,000 — apart  from  ordinary  operating  ex- 
penses of  the  federal  government.  The 
Canadian  Parliament  opens  in  Ottawa  on 
January  12  and  all  eyes  will  be  on  the 
Canadian  capital. 


Open  First-Run  Theatre 
In  Ste.  Marguerite 

Montreal — For  presentation  of  first-run 
pictures,  a modern  theatre  has  been  open- 
ed in  Domaine  d’Esterel  in  the  Lauren- 
tian  Mountains  at  Ste.  Marguerite  du  Lac 
Masson. 

The  theatre,  which  has  seating  accom- 
modations for  300  people,  is  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Esterel  Centre  and  directly 
below  the  Blue  Room. 

Performances  will  be  held  every  night 
with  matinees  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
Programs  will  consist  of  feature  pictures 
from  American  and  European  studios  ac- 
companied by  appropriate  shorts. 


Assemblage  Hears  Cantor 

Montreal — Eddie  Cantor,  famous  film 
and  radio  comedian,  conveyed  “a  mes- 
sage of  humanity”  by  long  distance  tele- 
phone direct  from  New  York  to  more  than 
600  Jewish  women  gathered  at  a mass 
meeting  in  the  Windsor  Hotel  to  hear 
Mrs.  Irma  Ehrlick,  who  escaped  from 
Vienna  last  September,  tell  of  the  suf- 
ferings inflicted  on  Jews  in  central  Eu- 
rope through  Hitler’s  campaign  of  anti- 
Semitism. 


Hamilton  to  Build 

Leamington,  Ont. — Robert  Hamilton  of 
the  Capitol  at  Simcoe  will  erect  a theatre 
in  Leamington  to  cost  approximately 
$40,000. 


Blue  Laws  in  Toronto  Face 
Increasing  Opposition 


Original  in 
1914 

Ottawa  — According  to  the'  news- 
paper files  of  25  years  ago,  one  of  the 
vaudeville  attractions  for  New  Year's 
Week  at  the  Dominion  Theatre,  Ottawa, 
was: 

"Mae  West,  the  Original  Brinkley 
Girl,  in  New  Songs,  New  Comedy, 
Startling  Costumes." 

The  Dominion  Theatre  ceased  to  exist 
10  years  ago,  the  site  becoming  a 
parking  lot. 

Mae  West  Marches  On! 

Canadian  Theatres 
Increase  in  1938 

Ottawa — Tire  film  board  of  trade  has 
compiled  statistics  to  show  that  Canada 
closed  the  year  1938  with  a total  of  1,310 
moving  picture  theatres  of  which  53  were 
closed,  making  a balance  of  1,257  houses 
in  operation  from  coast  to  coast.  This 
was  an  increase  of  seven  per  cent  for  the 
year  as  compared  with  1937. 

At  the  end  of  1936  the  number  of  the- 
atres in  the  Dominion  was  1,030  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  film  board,  the  net  increase 
in  operated  theatres  was  250  for  the  two 
years. 

There  is  one  active  theatre  at  present 
for  each  9,000  population. 

Social  Club  Nucleus  in 
Exhibitor  Meetings 

Toronto — A group  of  independent  ex- 
hibitors, many  of  whom  are  members  of 
the  ITA,  are  meeting  weekly  in  the  Film 
Building  at  277  Victoria  St.  Informality 
prevails,  with  all  questions  of  manage- 
ment, etc.,  coming  up  for  discussion. 
Chairmen  rotate.  Permanent  headquar- 
ters in  the  Film  Building  are  being  sought. 
While  the  purposes  of  the  present  group 
are  yet  in  the  formative  stage,  it  is  hoped 
in  the  future  to  inaugurate  an  organiza- 
tion patterned  after  Variety  in  the  States. 

Conciliation  Committee 
Resumes  Session 

Toronto — Meeting  of  the  Conciliation 
Committee  was  to  have  been  held  here 
January  6.  Matters  laid  over  from  the 
December  meeting,  which  made  no  prog- 
ress due  to  the  holiday  season,  were  to 
have  been  discussed. 


Scripts  Wanger  Film 

Hollywood — Budd  Schulberg  will  script 
“Winter  Carnival”  for  Walter  Wanger,  UA 
producer. 


Toronto — All  four  local  newspapers  are 
carrying  daily  a lot  of  news  having  to  do 
with  easement  of  Sunday  laws  which  at 
present  ban  almost  everything  in  the  way 
of  entertainment,  especially  the  showing 
of  motion  pictures.  It  is  hinted  that 
games  and  amusements  within  certain 
hours  of  the  Sabbath  constitute  a neces- 
sity. 

Despite  this  agitation,  the  local  industry 
is  in  no  wise  publicly  pushing  the  propo- 
sition for  Sunday  shows,  a question  which 
is  “dynamite”  for  the  present.  In  fact, 
exhibitor  and  exchange  leaders  seemingly 
agree  that  they  should  remain  in  the 
background  until  some  of  the  outdoor 
sports,  such  as  Sunday  hockey  or  base- 
ball, come  into  being.  Then,  too,  some 
members  of  the  industi’y  endorse  the  six- 
day  week  for  theatres. 

Very  much  in  the  limelight  is  local  At- 
torney-General Conant,  who  quite  vigor- 
ously answered  a deputation  of  the  Lord’s 
Day  Alliance  Ass’n  on  the  subject.  Said 
Mr.  Conant: 

“Our  present  laws  do  not  bear  equally 
upon  all  our  people.  The  man  of  wealth 
is  very  little  affected.  He  has  his  golf 
club,  his  trout  stream  or  Ms  yacht,  and 
sometimes  even  an  aeroplane,  and  in  the 
winter  he  has  the  enjoyment  of  skiing 
and  other  outdoor  occupations.  With  the 
poor  man,  however,  the  situation  is  quite 
different.  Little  or  no  relaxation  or  recre- 
ation is  permitted  Mm  under  the  present 
law,  particularly  in  the  winter  time.  The 
result  is  he  must  stay  at  home  or  get  into 
trouble,  as  so  often  happens.” 

The  Conant  pronouncement  came  fol- 
lowing a discussion  of  the  ban  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  shows  because  of  Sunday.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Sunday  opening 
measure  will  come  up  for  consideration 
at  the  approaching  session  of  the  legis- 
latm-e. 

Premier  Hepburn  Mmself  endorsed  the 
declaration  of  his  Attorney-General  by 
stating: 

“Our  blue  laws  are  in  need  of  complete 
overhauling.  Certain  games  and  shows  are 
permitted  elsewhere  on  Sunday  and  I can- 
not see  that  Ontario’s  morals  are  very 
much  superior.  I think  the  Attorney- 
General  has  struck  a popular  chord.  Some 
men  play  golf  on  Sunday.  Is  it  more 
immoral  for  other  men  to  play  baseball 
or  go  to  a show?  The  government  will 
consider  the  possibility  of  permission  for 
increased  recreational  activities  during  re- 
stricted hours  on  Sundays.” 

In  the  meantime,  exMbitors  of  Ottawa 
,and  other  cities  are  refraining  from  com- 
ment in  the  belief  that  silence  is  the  best 
course  because  of  the  controversial  na- 
ture of  the  subject.  Some  years  ago 
it  was  said  that  Sunday  shows  would 
only  detract  from  business  during  the 
week  but  there  is  now  a feeling  that  pres- 
ent conditions  of  employment  generally 
are  such  that  Sunday  shows  mean  more 
to  the  workers  who  lare  employed  long 
hours  each  week  day,  the  popularity  of 
the  Sunday  midnight  shows  being  an  ar- 
gument for  this  thought. 
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Patrick  Nolan  Opens 
Barrage  on  Ban 

Ottawa — Patrick  J.  Nolan,  former  mayor 
of  Ottawa  and  owner  of  thi’ee  Ottawa 
theatres,  opened  a campaign  in  Hull,  Que- 
bec, for  the  removal  of  the  ban  by  the 
Quebec  provincial  government  on  the  ad- 
mission of  all  children  under  16  years  of 
age  from  moving  picture  theatres  in 
Quebec  in  an  address  before  the  Rotary 
Club  of  Hull  when  he  was  introduced  by 
Judge  Roland  Miller  of  Hull  and  subse- 
quently was  given  a vote  of  thanks  by 
Rodrique  Bedard,  Hull  legal  recorder. 

“There  is  no  form  of  entertainment  as 
rich  in  educational  value  as  the  moving 
picture,”  declared  ex-Mayor  Nolan.  “The 
average  child  will  learn  to  speak  correct 
English  and  French  by  going  to  pictures 
and  I challenge  lanyone  to  name  a single 
picture  in  the  past  15  years  where  a 
criminal  is  portrayed  as  a glamorous  figure 
or  escaping  punishment. 

“I  can  see  no  objection  whatever  to 
children  attending  matinee  performances 
and  hope  the  time  when  Quebec  provin- 
cial authorities  will  agree  with  me  is  not 
far  distant.” 

Tracing  the  development  of  the  motion 
pictui’e  industry,  Nolan  declared  that  all 
fire  menace  arising  from  the  projection 
of  films  had  been  eliminated  in  modern 
theatres. 

Hollywood  Air  Programs 
Broadcast  in  Canada 

Ottawa — Canadians  get  a full  share  of 
entertainment  over  the  air  from  Holly- 
wood via  the  national  network  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Coit.  in  the  regu- 
lar week-to-week  programs  in  which  screen 
stars  and  directors  are  principal  players. 
These  are  apart  from  the  occasional 
sketches  which  fonn  a broadcast  pre- 
view of  forthcoming  screen  attractions 
which  are  presented  by  the  CBC  as  an 
international  exchange  feature  in  a tie-up 
with  the  NBC,  CBS  or  the  MBS  in  the 
United  States.  There  has  been  some  pro- 
test on  the  part  of  the  theatre  owners 
against  these  previews  but  the  complaints 
have  died  down. 

Among  the  Hollywood  programs  heard 
on  Canadian  stations  are:  Chase  & San- 
born Horn*,  with  Charlie  McCarthy,  Edgar 
Bergen,  Don  Ameche,  Nelson  Eddy,  Doro- 
thy Lamour,  etc.;  the  Silver  Theatre,  with 
Conrad  Nagel,  Ida  Lupino  and  other  stars; 
Jell-O  Program,  with  Jack  Benny,  Kenny 
Baker,  Mary  Livingstone  and  Phil  Harris; 
the  Radio  Tlreatre,  with  Cecil  B.  DeMille 
and  a variety  of  featured  players;  One 
Man’s  Family,  directed  by  Carlton  E. 
Morse;  Bing  Crosby  Music  Hall,  with  guest 
artists;  Campbell  Playhouse,  directed  by 
Orson  'Welles  and  with  different  stars; 
Good  News  'Variety;  A1  Pearce  and  His 
Gang;  A1  Jolson  and  other  features. 

ITiere  are,  of  course,  a number  of  mu- 
sical programs  which  originate  in  New 
York  City  but  it  is  in  the  array  of  Holly- 
wood features  in  which  the  film  stars  are 
really  prominent. 


CAILG  AR  Y 

BILL  KELLY,  manager  of  the  Paramount 
branch  in  Calgary,  is  still  wearing  car- 
pet slippers  four  weeks  after  his  feet  were 
frozen.  Bill  received  a bad  attack  of 
frozen  feet  when  he  was  stalled  all  night 
in  his  car  some  miles  from  High  River. 
During  a blizzard  he  was  caught  in  a snow 
drift  and  did  not  receive  aid  until  morn- 
ing. 

Few  people  realize  the  extensive  territory 
covered  from  the  Calgary  branch  office. 
Taking  in  the  western  portion  of  Sas- 
katchewan and  Eastern  British  Columbia 
in  addition  to  the  whole  province  of  Al- 
berta, the  film  boys  cover  many  miles. 
Much  of  this  is  made  by  road  and  por- 
tions  across  the  Rockies  by  train.  A trip 
out  may  extend  over  500  jniles  east  or  west 
and  while  calls  are  not  made  personally , 
still  film  is  shipped  as  far  north  of  Yellow- 
knife, 1,200  miles  away.  In  the  whiter 
traveling  by  car  is  made  comfortably,  con- 
sidering the  temperature,  unless  when  the 
winds  blow  when  all  transport  ceases  by 
road  unless  the  traveler  is  caught  un- 
awares. Such  was  the  ill-luck  of  Bill  Kelly 
during  the  first  storm  of  the  season. 

E.  Zorn,  district  manager  of  the  Famous 
Players  chain,  attended  the  official  open- 
ing of  the  new  Capitol  Theatre  at  Red 
Deer  on  December  23.  This  new  theatre 
serving  this  central  Alberta  community, 
is  a Bijou  house  completely  modern  in 
construction  and  equipment. 

Reminiscent  of  more  prosperous  times  in 
attendance  and  in  enthusiasm  was  the 
farewell  banquet  given  to  Frank  Vaughan 
at  the  Palliser  Hotel,  Calgary.  A dozen 
managers  from  the  city  theatres,  bookers 
and  managers  of  Filmrow  and  Wilmer 
Tidwell,  Warner  Bros,  auditor  of  New 
York  attended  a gathering  that  took  on  a 
festive  mood  suitable  to  the  season.  A 
traveling  wardrobe  trunk  was  presented  to 
the  departing  manager  of  Empire-Univer- 
sal. Vaughan  goes  to  Vancouver,  B.  C., 
to  make  his  headquarters  while  in  charge 
of  both  Vancouver  and  Calgary  offices. 
Frank  Cohen  will  remain  to  conduct  the 
Calgary  office. 

'Vaudeville  season  in  Calgary  closed  with 
a full  seven-day  engagement  on  January 
2.  For  the  past  three  months,  the  Grand 
here  has  been  playing  a four-act  pro- 
gram supplied  by  the  Bert  Levy  Circuit 
of  Chicago.  Playing  three  days  a week 
with  a film  feature,  business  has  been  just 
fair  and  J.  B.  Barron,  controlling  the 
Grand,  has  decided  to  revert  to  a full 
picture  program  for  the  balance  of  the 
season. 

A welcome  chmook  wmd  that  broke  up 
a spell  of  cold  weather  came  to  the  relief 
of  theatremen  of  Calgary  during  the  holi- 
day week.  Result  was  capacity  business 
for  the  last  three  days  of  the  year  and 
SRO  sigiis  at  the  New  Year  previews. 
Three  suburban  and  five  downtown  houses 
held  previews.  All  but  three  charged  reg- 
ular prices.  Palace  and  Capitol,  units  of 
the  Famous  Players  chain,  got  one  dollar 
admission  with  Chesterfield  suits  and 
numerous  prizes  as  the  added  attractions. 


Movie  Quiz  Contest 
Retires  in  Silence 

Ottawa — The  Movie  Quiz  Contest  faded 
out  of  the  picture  in  Canada  without  a 
final  splash,  the  termination  of  the  com- 
petition being  marked  by  the  mere  with- 
drawal of  the  final  trailer  warning  pa- 
trons to  make  sure  that  their  entries  were 
mailed  to  contest  headquarters  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  limit.  A quick  sur- 
vey of  the  situation  did  not  reveal  any 
large  display  announcement  in  newspapers 
to  mark  the  close  of  the  contest  and  there 
was  no  last  minute  rush  for  fresh  quiz 
booklets  for  additional  entries. 

The  four-months’  contest  period  came 
to  a close  with  a fairly  large  number  of 
independent  exhibitors  not  making  any 
use  of  quiz  promotion  although  they  had 
given  financial  support  to  the  continent- 
wide stunt.  A number  did  not  have  the 
oportunity  to  play  a quiz  feature;  some 
had  secured  December  bookings  of  one  or 
two  contest  attractions,  and,  therefore,  did 
not  make  use  of  the  campaign  accessories 
because  of  the  late  date. 

All  exhibitors,  however,  had  secured 
benefit  from  the  cumulated  institutional 
advertising  and  also  from  the  cooperation 
extended  by  newspapers  in  the  way  of 
extra  publicity  which  included  display 
copy  and  page-wide  sweep  lines  as  weU  as 
tree  reading  matter.  This  factor  was 
recognized  openly  by  a number  of  inde- 
pendents. M.  L.  Axler,  supervisor  of  the 
20th  Century  Theatres,  a chain  of  inde- 
pendently owned  houses,  declared  that  a 
really  constructive  job  had  been  done  in 
driving  home  the  thought  that  “motion 
pictures  are  your  best  entertainment.” 
But  he  regarded  the  effect  of  the  movie 
quiz  contest  in  itself  on  screen  fans  as 
“generally  bad.”  the  offering  of  a spec- 
tacular inducement  to  attend  the  theartes 
being  “poor  psychology”  in  his  opinion 
because  it  indicted  that  the  pictures  them- 
selves were  not  strong  enuough  in  their 
attractiveness  to  be  successful  or  popular. 
According  to  the  Independent  Theatres 
Association,  the  organized  independents 
will  not  participate  again  in  any  cam- 
paign similar  to  the  1938  drive. 


BQ  Itinerant  Exhibitors 
Licensed  in  Ontario 

Toronto — A sixth  province  licensing 
itinerant  exhibitors  is  Ontario,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  provinces  of  Alberta,  Saskatch- 
ewan, Manitoba,  British  Columbia  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  as  revealed  by  the 
Dominion  government. 

Ontario  has  licensed  16mm  operators 
since  June,  1938,  and  at  present  there 
are  60  such  licensees  in  the  province. 


Paynter  to  Universal 

Toronto — Harry  Paynter,  Toronto  man- 
ager for  'Warner  interests,  has  resigned  and 
taken  over  an  executive  position  with 
Empire-Universal. 
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T^INTER  arrived  with  a vengeance 
^Christmas  night  and  temperatures  the 
following  week  over  Saskatchewan 
plunged  from  around  30-40  above  down 
to  38-53  degrees  below  zero  over  Sas- 
katchewan. It  hit  hard  at  business  in 
small  towns  but  helped  city  theatres  some- 
what by  limiting  the  usual  gadding  about 
at  the  festive  season.  Snows  in  the  north- 
ern portion  closed  roads  securely,  so  much 
so,  in  fact,  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  crime  broadcasts  were  reduced  to 
one  a day. 


Christmas  week  in  Regina  and  Moose 
Jaw  showhouses  was  reported  good  this 
year.  Saskatoon  and  Prince  Albert,  their 
surrounding  areas  hit  by  crop  failures  this 
fall,  suffered. 

The  Canadian  premiere  showing  of 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces”  is  slated  for 
the  Metropolitan  in  Regina  January  6. 
Though  the  Met  is  a double  bill  house,  it 
will  change  its  spots  for  the  showing. 
No  children  will  be  admitted. 


Hon.  E.  M.  Culliton,  Gravelbourg,  has 
been  takeyi  into  the  Saskatchewan  cabinet 
in  a reshuffle  to  become  new  provincial 
secretary.  His  department  will  take  over 
the  theatre  branch  of  the  government 
among  other  things.  The  branch’s  annual 
report  is  now  being  readied  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  first  1939  parliamentary  ses- 
sion January  19. 

Work  is  being  pushed  rapidly  on  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Rex  Theatre,  Regina, 
destroyed  by  fire  in  September,  despite 
extreme  winter  weather.  It  is  hoped  to 
have  it  completed  by  February  15. 

The  best  sale  of  theatre  gift  tickets  in 
years  was  reported  by  Regina  showhouses 
this  winter.  The  Capitol  sold  every  ticket 
by  Christmas,  too  late  to  order  neiv  ones 
printed.  It  was  sufficient  for  a celebra- 
tion. Manager  Bill  Novak  supplied  two 
turkeys  with  trimmings,  Christmas  cheer 
and  song  leadership  on  Christmas  eve 
after  the  final  showing. 


It  was  a sad  Christmas  for  Bob  Suth- 
erland, manager  of  the  Hi- Art,  Weybmm. 
Bob  had  arranged  to  have  a special  pic- 
ture shipped  in  to  him  from  Virden,  Man., 
for  the  Christmas  holiday.  Virden  got 
signals  mixed  and  shipped  it  back  to  the 
film  exchange  at  Winnipeg  instead. 
Though  Bob  tried  hard  to  get  new  film 
in  time,  he  missed  and  his  house  remained 
shuttered. 


Saskatoon  and  Moose  Jaw  aiiticipated 
good  business  in  midnight  frolics  planned 
for  New  Year’s  but  Regina  showmen  just 
sat  back  and  tioiddled  their  thumbs. 
The  city  council,  urged  by  the  local  Coun- 
cil of  Women,  turned  down  their  petition 
for  revision  of  blue  laws  which  prohibit 
Sunday  midnight  shows. 

Having  been  ordered  “B  B”  (before 
bandits  cracked  the  safe  for  $634),  the 
swanky  new  uniforms  for  the  Metropoli- 
tan staff  in  Regina  have  arrived  and  are 
now  being  worn.  They  are  black,  grey 
and  silver. 


Bingo  Operations 
In  a Retreat 


Montreal — Bingo,  rival  of  the  films, 
classed  by  police  as  illegal  but  “tolerated” 
in  the  Montreal  area  for  some  time,  will 
likely  disappear  without  any  help  from 
the  authorities  if  the  operators  follow  the 
lead  of  several  clergymen.  They  have  an- 
nounced that  so  far  as  their  parishes  are 
concerned  there  will  be  no  more  games 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  church. 

Last  May  the  provincial  government  au- 
thorities announced  that  Bingo  was  il- 
legal and  advised  the  various  churches  and 
private  individuals  holding  Bingo  nights 
to  stop  their  activities.  This  advice  was 
passed  along  by  Archbishop  Gauthier  and 
many  of  the  games  operated  by  different 
parishes  in  his  diocese  were  closed,  though 
a number  continued  to  run.  Some  of  the 
largest  games  in  the  district,  however,  will 
be  discontinued  in  the  near  future,  an- 
nouncements having  been  made  to  this 
effect  by  the  clergymen  of  parishes  hold- 
ing them. 

The  amount  of  money  spent  by  Mon- 
trealers on  Bingo  is  not  known,  though 
it  is  said  to  run  into  thousands  of  dollars 
weekly.  Some  operators,  it  is  claimed,  clear 
as  much  as  $1,200  weekly  and  draw  crowds 
of  1,500  or  more  each  session.  The  prize 
money  for  each  night’s  play  often  totals 
$600,  split  up  into  one  big  prize  of  $300 
and  six  $50  prizes. 

Governor-General  Views 
French-Canadian  Film 

Ottawa — Their  Excellencies  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Canada  and  Lady 
Tweedsmuir  attended  one  moving  picture 
performance  in  the  midst  of  preparations 
for  the  New  Year’s  levee  when,  attended 
by  members  of  their  staff,  they  witnessed 
a private  presentation  of  the  French- 
Canadian  feature,  “L’Hommage  a la  Pay- 
sannerie  de  Quebec,”  in  the  screening  the- 
atre of  the  federal  department  of  trade 
and  commerce,  Ottawa. 

Successlul  Run  for  French 
Version  of  "Algiers" 

Ottawa — One  of  the  most  outstanding 
French-language  features  to  be  presented 
in  the  Ottawa  district  in  recent  months 
was  seen  at  the  Cartier  Theatre  in  “Pepe 
le  Moko.”  starring  Jean  Gabin,  which  is 
the  Fi'ench  version  of  “Algiers.”  Mana- 
ger Bob  Maynard  played  “Le  Reservist” 
as  the  second  feature  on  the  same  pro- 
gram which  secured  a successful  run. 


Americanism  Feature 

Hollywood — RKO  Pathe  News  will  make 
a full  length  feature  dealing  with  the 
trend  of  Americanism  tentatively  titled 
“United  We  Stand.” 


McDonough  at  Galt 

Galt,  Ont.  — James  McDonough,  for- 
merly at  the  Palace  in  London,  is  now 
manager  of  the  Galt  Theatre  here. 


O T T A W A 

^HE  adopted  policy  for  holiday  admis- 
sion prices  at  a majority  of  Ottawa 
theatres  is  to  charge  usual  matinee  prices 
until  2 p.  m.  and  then  switch  to  the 
evening  scale  in  order  to  boost  early  at- 
tendance. 

Manager  J.  J.  Paul  of  the  Elgin  and 
Manager  Marshall  of  the  Rideau  put  on 
special  treats  for  the  juveniles  during  the 
Christmas  vacation.  Three  cartoon  shorts 
were  added  to  the  matinee  performances 
at  the  Elgin  while  the  Rideau  had  one 
morning  cartoon  performance. 

Roy  Rogers,  vaudeville  star,  who  recent- 
ly sued  Republic  Pictures  and  Roy  Rog- 
ers, screen  cowboy,  over  the  alleged  wrong- 
ful use  of  his  name  in  pictures,  is  a for- 
mer resident  of  Ottawa.  'The  vaudevil- 
lian  is  reported  to  have  received  compen- 
sation out  of  court  while  the  film  pro- 
ducer retained  exclusive  picture  rights  to 
the  disputed  name. 

Ottawa  will  see  its  first  stage  roadshow 
in  years  when  “Susan  and  God,”  under 
the  direction  of  John  Golden  and  starring 
Gertrude  Lawrence,  English  star,  opens  an 
erigagement  at  the  Capitol  Theatre,  a 
Famous  Players’  house,  on  February  6. 

The  Quebec  provincial  police  have  open- 
ed a drive  against  all  Bingo  games  in  the 
Hull  district,  whether  the  gambling  is 
staged  by  churches  or  private  individuals. 
The  round-up  has  been  instituted  on  or- 
ders from  the  Quebec  attorney-general’s 
department. 

The  one  new  theatre  to  be  opened  by 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  m a num- 
ber of  months  is  the  Grand  at  Galt.  Ont., 
until  James  McDonough  as  manager. 

H.  F.  Kells,  formerly  an  usher  and  staff 
artist  at  the  Regent  Theatre,  Ottawa,  has 
become  an  internationally  famous  pho- 
tographer. His  picture,  “Grecian  Noc- 
turne,” has  been  chosen  for  the  Stephen 
H.  Tyng  Foundation  Award  by  the  Royal 
Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain  and 
copies  of  the  print  have  been  hung  in  the 
Royal  Salon  in  London  and  the  National 
Museum  at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  has 
also  received  awards,  medals  and  plaques 
at  Boston,  San  Francisco,  Brussels,  Mel- 
bourne, Madrid,  Detroit,  Montreal,  To- 
ronto and  other  centers. 

All  members  of  the  staff  of  the  F-P 
Capitol,  Regent,  Avalon  and  Imperial  The- 
atres in  Ottawa  and  the  Cartier  Theatre 
in  Hull  received  an  extra  week’s  pay  as 
a special  bonus  because  of  the  excellent 
business  secured  by  the  company  in  1938. 


Renew  Robert  Sinclair 

Hollywood  — Metro  has  renewed  the 
writer-director  pact  of  Robert  Sinclair. 


I.  M.  RICE  6,  CO. 

Canada  Building  — Winnipeg 
Distributors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTEK 
Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

The  GOUDEN  VOICE  of  the  .SILVER  SCREEN 
All  Otlier  Theatre  and  Pro.jection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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From  the  Canadian  Press 


Clip-Clip 
Of  Censor 

Windsor  (Ont.i  Star 

If  you  have  seen  Clark  Gable  and 
Myrna  Loy  in  “Too  Hot  to  Handle,”  you 
will  not  have  seen  in  Ontario  where  the 
man  fires  directly  at  a native  as  he  leaves 
the  canoe.  That  part  has  been  clipped  out 
by  the  Ontario  censors.  These  officials 
also  believed  that  Ontario  ears  were  too 
delicate  to  hear  “What  the  Sam  Hill,”  so 
that  expression  has  been  deleted. 

Also  “Stop  Bellyaching”  was  considered 
taboo  in  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 
That  may  seem  strange  in  view  of  all  the 
bellyaching  that  has  been  going  on  during 
the  election  campaign,  but  the  Ontario 
censors  have  their  own  ideas  about  pic- 
tures. 

The  guardians  of  the  public  morals 
w'on't  let  anyone  say.  “You’re  up  to  your 
beautiful  hips  in  murder.”  Neither  do  they 
permit  a girl  to  hit  a man  over  the  head 
with  a vase  in  another  picture. 

Of  course,  there  are  always  a few  pas- 
sages that  don’t  get  across.  They  are 
openly  lewd  or  suggestive  and  the  censors 
cut  them  out. 

The  movie  people,  themselves,  do  a lot 
of  censoring  because  they  appreciate  the 
censors  will  check  up  on  them  closely. 
And,  after  all,  there  is  such  a thing  as  hu- 
mor without  smut. 


Seeing 

Foreign  Films 

Regina  (Sask.)  Leader-Post 
There  will  be  considerable  interest  in 
the  work  that  is  being  undertaken  by  the 
organization  that  is  being  set  up  in  Regina 
as  a branch  of  the  Canadian  Film  Society. 
The  purpose  of  the  organization  is  to  en- 
able Regina  people  to  see  films  that  are 
being  produced  in  other  countries  and 
that,  because  of  the  language  difficulty  or 
other  reasons,  may  not  be  shown  in  the 
ordinary  theatres.  The  film  society,  a 
voluntary  organization,  will  bring  a num- 
ber of  foreign  films  to  Regina  during  the 
season,  enabling  people  here  to  see  French, 
Czechoslovakian,  German.  Italian,  even 
Chinese  films.  The  first  of  these,  a 
French  film,  will  be  shown  at  Darke  Hall 
tonight  when  Regina  people  will  have  the 
opportunity  in  assisting  in  the  formation 
of  the  Regina  branch  and  of  discussing 
plans  for  the  future. 


The  Cinema 
Serves 

Ottawa  lOnt.)  Evening  Journal 

The  cinema,  it  is  said,  is  responsible  for 
the  lowering  of  the  public’s  literary  taste, 
for  the  spreading  of  slang  and  harmful 
ideas,  for  the  cheapening  of  decent  senti- 
ment and  the  hardships  of  the  legitimate 
theatre. 

Some  of  these  charges  are  sometimes 
true.  But  some  of  these  charges  are  some- 
times true  no  matter  against  what  door 
they  are  laid.  As  in  everything  else,  there 
is  in  the  cinema  the  ability,  and  indeed 
the  great  ability,  to  do  service  or  disserv- 
ive  to  society. 

Because  there  is  a human  tendency  to 


mention  the  wrongs  rather  than  the  rights 
of  a public  service  as  of  an  individual, 
there  is  too  little  heard  of  the  educational 
and  instructive  value  of  the  cinema.  We 
have  in  mind  the  picture  at  an  Ottawa 
theatre  recording  the  conception  and  con- 
struction of  the  Suez  Canal.  Apart  from 
the  theatrical  merits  of  the  picture,  by 
no  means  slight,  it  is  a production  that  is 
of  considerable  value.  It  tells  the  story 
of  Suez  with  a general  observation  of  facts 
that  is  so  nearly  correct  that  only  a 
precisionist  will  proclaim  it  misleading. 
And  it  is  a fascinating  story  in  every  way. 
The  antagonism  of  Britain’s  Premier, 
Palmerston,  to  what  is  now  highly  re- 
garded as  Britains  life-line  to  the  East 
and  two-thirds  of  whose  traffic  is  British; 
the  subsequent  purchase  for  England  by 
Disraeli  of  nearly  a half  interest  at  a cost 
of  about  $20,000,000;  the  vicissitudes  and 
opposition  which  sprang  from  unexpected 
quarters;  the  mighty  romance  of  the  dig- 
ging of  this  great  ditch — these  are  things 
that  should  be  known  by  all  but  which 
were  never  gleaned  from  the  history  book 
in  nearly  so  vivid  a manner. 

The  cinema  in  its  coming  of  age  is  pre- 
senting more  and  more  of  these  valuable 
lessons — Pasteur,  Les  Miserables,  the  San 
Francisco  Earthquake,  Lloyd’s  of  London, 
Rhodes  of  South  Africa,  Rembrandt,  Drey- 
fus, to  name  just  a few.  In  thus  teaching 
history,  an  invaluable  knowledge  to  those 
working  out  the  future,  the  cinema  is  do- 
ing a great  service  to  society  in  general 
and  itself  in  particular. 


Children  and 
Moving  Pictures 

Montreal  (QueJ  Gazette 

The  Montreal  Catholic  School  Commis- 
sions initiative  in  delving  into  the  im- 
portant problem  of  children  attending  mo- 
tion pictures  comes  at  an  opportune  mo- 
ment and  its  findings  should  prove  in- 
teresting. Vitally  interested  in  this  press- 
ing subject,  because  it  has  nearly  120,000 
children  under  its  jurisdiction,  the  com- 
mission plans  to  submit  its  suggestions  to 
the  committee  presently  studying  the  ques- 
tion in  Quebec.  Composed  of  laymen  and 
clergymen,  the  commission  is  in  a posi- 
tion to  approach  the  subject  from  many 
angles,  not  the  least  important  of  which 
ai’e  the  educational,  moral  and  religious 
angles.  It  is  virtually  impossible  for  the- 
atre operators  to  enforce  to  the  letter  the 
law  which  forbids  the  admittance  of  chil- 
dren under  16  years  of  age.  They  are  not 
to  blame  if  under-age  youths  manage  to 
slip  by,  since  it  is  obviously  difficult  to 
judge  accurately  at  the  16-year  border 
line. 

Authorities,  such  as  school  commi.ssions, 
are  realizing  that  they  can  no  longer  ig- 
nore this  problem  because  the  moving  pic- 
tures are  here  to  stay  and  are  becoming 
increasingly  attractive  to  the  province’s 
younger  generation.  They  know  that  by 
reaching  an  appropriate  solution  to  this 
problem  they  may  go  a long  way  towards 
eliminating  more  dangerous  “pastimes.” 
The  appointment  of  a special  board  of 
censorship  appears  to  be  a sensible  idea, 
if  a body  free  from  outside  influences  and 


New  Brunswick  Film 
History  Reviewed 

Saint  John — A special  section  review- 
ing theatre  and  motion  picture  entertain- 
ment in  New  Brunswick  during  the  last  70 
years  was  contained  in  the  80-page  anni- 
versary edition  of  the  Telegraph- Journal 
and  the  Evening  Times-Globe,  published 
December  31.  The  writer  was  Capitol 
Manager  W.  H.  Golding,  who  has  been  in 
the  business  since  its  earliest  years  here. 

He  recalled  that  the  first  motion  pic- 
tures taken  in  this  city  brought  down  the 
house.  They  showed  the  local  fire  teams 
starting  out  to  respond  to  an  alarm.  The 
excited  cameraman  had  turned  the  crank 
so  quickly  that  the  film  action  moved 
slowly,  and  the  fire  horses  galloped  down 
the  street  like  classic  dancers. 

An  orchestra  of  seven  pieces  established 
in  the  Nickel  Theatre  in  1909  was  be- 
lieved to  have  been  one  of  the  first  mo- 
tion picture  theatre  bands  on  the  conti- 
nent. When  the  Nickel’s  owners  in  Boston 
heard  of  this  innovation  in  a five-cent 
show,  they  ordered  the  orchestra  aban- 
doned immediately.  The  manager  resigned 
in  protest,  and  on  second  thought  the  own- 
ers decided  to  give  the  music  a tryout.  The 
result  was  that  eventually  they  put  orches- 
tras in  all  their  houses,  and  some  fine 
symphony  ensembles  were  created. 


Sid  Taube's  Daughter 
Married  in  Toronto 

Toronto — Bernice  Taube,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sid  Taube  of  this  city,  was 
to  have  been  married  January  5 to  Harry 
Zachs,  local  accountant.  After  the  wed- 
ding, a trip  to  Bermuda  is  planned.  Taube 
is  a pioneer  exchange  and  theatreman, 
who  at  present  has  candy  concessions  in 
many  Canadian  theatres. 


Motorist-Education 
Shorts  in  Ontario 

Toronto — Motion  picture  shorts  show- 
ing up  glaring  errors  made  by  the  aver- 
age motorist  are  being  released  to  theatres 
by  the  Ontario  department  of  highways. 
Six  two-minute  films  will  be  released. 
Theatremen  generally  are  cooperating. 


interests  can  be  established.  Picture  pro- 
ducers cannot  be  expected  to  adopt  a 
policy  of  making  films  suitable  only  for 
juvenile  minds.  Even  if  this  were  pos- 
sible, there  would  be  protests  from  adults 
deprived  of  one  of  their  principal  forms 
of  entertainment.  A medium  can  be 
reached,  and  pictures  of  genuine  value  to 
both  adults  and  children  are  possible.  The 
adult  mind  appreciates  such  films  as 
travelogues  and  pictures  recording  his- 
torical events.  This  kind  of  production  is 
acceptable  and,  in  fact,  should  be  encour- 
aged for  juvenile  consumption. 
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How  "Youth  Marches  On" 
Got  to  World  Screen 

Toronto — The  story  of  the  genesis  of 
“Youth  Marches  On”  is  told  by  John 
Bassett  jr.  in  the  following  manner  in 
the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail: 

A year  ago,  Cecil  Broadhurst  was  help- 
ing to  make  a $175  movie  that  was  the 
brain-child  of  a traveling  Scotsman  who 
thought  the  pioneer  spirit  of  western  Can- 
ada could  teach  something  of  life  to  a 
troubled  world. 

Today  he  has  three  Hollywood  offers 
and  the  “shoestring  show”  has  been  trans- 
lated into  four  languages,  distributed  all 
over  the  world  and  has  just  finished  a 
five-week  Broadway  run. 

Broadhurst,  a smiling,  30-year-old,  6 
foot  5 inches  Canadian,  was  bom  and 
brought  up  in  Winnipeg.  After  ten  years 
of  earning  a living  by  singing,  flying 
)tind  dramatics,  he  decided  to  go  back  to 
college  and  was  working  his  way  through 
the  University  of  Manitoba  last  year  when 
he  met  George  Fraser  of  Edinburgh,  at 
a youth  camp  outside  of  Regina. 

Fraser,  impressed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Canadian  youth  and  the  pioneering  life 
of  the  West,  believed  that  if  that  same 
spirit  could  be  caught  in  a film  and  shown 
to  audiences  everywhere  it  might  prove 
an  answer  to  troubled  conditions. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  boys,  including  Ed- 
ward Devlin,  now  working  for  CBC  in 
Toronto,  and  Eric  Robertson  of  Vancou- 
ver, and  student  at  Toronto  Varsity,  chip- 
ped in  $175  and  started  to  make  the  movie, 
which  they  named  “Youth  Marches  On.” 

The  story  written,  the  company,  with 
producer,  director  and  actors  who  had 
never  been  in  any  film  production  before, 
found  it  lacked  a cameraman  and  equip- 
ment. 

The  producers  went  into  Dick  Byrd’s 
camera  shop  in  Regina  and  told  him  their 
story.  Byrd  answered:  “If  my  son  were 
alive  I would  want  him  to  have  a part 
of  this  scheme.  As  he  is  dead,  I will  take 
his  place  myself.”  He  then  turned  over 
his  shop  to  his  wife  and  brought  his 
equipment  and  experience  to  the  picture. 

After  filming  against  the  majestic  back- 
ground of  the  West,  the  company  hired 
an  old  colonist  car  from  a railway,  hnd 
came  across  the  country  at  25  cents  per 
day  each. 

Crossing  to  England  by  steerage,  they 
sold  their  idea,  and  put  it  to  sound.  Thus 
the  story  of  how  three  boys,  a cowboy, 
played  by  Broadhurst;  a student,  portrayed 
by  Devlin;  a truck  driver,  played  by  Dr. 
Paul  Campbell,  learned  to  live  in  co- 
operation and  mutual  understanding  in 
an  unsympathetic  world,  burst  forth. 


Small  Adds  Two  Players 

Hollywood — Edward  Small,  UA  pro- 
ducer, has  added  Jackie  Cooper  and  Tom 
Brown  to  his,  list  of  contract  players. 


Roles  in  "Ice  Follies" 

Hollywood — Alfalfa  and  Darla  of  “Our 
Gang”  have  been  spotted  in  Metro’s  “Ice 
Follies  of  1939.” 


Directs  "Happily  Buried" 

Hollywood — “Happily  Buried,”  a two- 
reel  musical,  will  be  directed  by  Felix  Feist 
at  Metro. 


^EEMING  1938  only  a preparation  for 
the  banner  year  which  they  expect  in 
1939,  Filmrow  executives  and  staffs 
buckled  on  their  armor  which  had  been 
duly  oiled  over  the  holidays  and  prepared 
to  overcome  the  depression  which  for  so 
long  has  handicapped  the  film  industry. 
This  year  is  to  be  a winner,  they  feel. 

Christmas  and  New  Year  parties  in  sev- 
eral of  the  Filmrow  offices  gave  a chance 
for  executives  and  exhibitors  to  fore- 
gather and  inspire  each  other  with  the 
optimism  which  comes  easily  under  such 
circumstances.  For  fear  of  arousing  inter- 
office jealousies,  no  mention  is  made  here 
of  the  most  thrilling  features  of  some  of 
the  parties. 

For  five  young  ladies  employed  on  Film- 
row  the  past  Christmas  will  be  ever  me- 
morable. These  winsome  damoiselles  all 
received  engagement  rings:  Yvette  Brown, 
Empire-Universal;  Gabrielle  Vandette,  Co- 
lumbia; Margaret  Elliott,  Paramount; 
Irene  Dorsay,  Paramount,  and  Jeanne 
Goyer,  20th-Fox.  It  will  be  noted  that 
Paramount  scored  two  points. 

Phil  Maurice,  manager  of  Loew’s,  out- 
lined to  the  Progressive  Club  the  “Night  of 
Stars”  program  to  be  presented  under  the 
club's  auspices  at  Loew’s,  January  20. 
Loew’s  by  the  way  had  the  privilege  of 
presenting  for  the  first  time  in  Montreal 
the  Dionne  Quintuplets’  film,  “Five  of  a 
Kind.” 

Frank  Vaughan  of  Calgary  is  not  coming 
to  Empire-Universal,  as  announced.  He 
disliked  the  idea  of  leaving  the  west. 
Harry  Paynter  of  Warner  Bros.,  Toronto, 
is  the  selection  for  Province  of  Quebec 
manager  in  succession  to  Frank  Fisher.  The 
last  minute  change  was  made  too  late  to 
note  in  last  week’s  issue. 

Canadian  Press  found  1938  the  most  ex- 
citing year  in  the  lives  of  the  Dionne 
Quintuplets,  but  commented:  “’While  the 
Quints  moved  forward  in  every  other  way 
in  1938,  their  experience  as  movie  stars 
was  not  happy.  Their  third  feature  was 
what  show  busmess  would  call  a ‘flop,’  and 
it  is  doubtful  if  an  option  to  make  a 
fourth  picture  will  be  taken  up.  While  their 
first  two  pictures  were  reasonably  success- 
ful, their  1938  effort  opened  on  a double 
bill  at  Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre  in  Hol- 
lywood, a sure  indication  that  the  movie 
industry  rated  it  a ‘B’  picture.” 

Anna  Neagle,  “Queen  Victoria”  of  the 
films,  played  Santa  Claus  to  120  Toronto 
children.  Although  she  was  not  present 
in  person  she  made  presentations  of  signed 
photographs  and  other  gifts  to  the  young- 
sters attending  the  Christmas  party  of  the 
Black  Watch  Ass’n  . . . Major  K.  P.  Mac- 
pherson,  a Northern  Electric  official,  has 
been  promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel  and 
will  command  “B”  Corps  Signals,  R.  C.  C. 
S.,  Montreal. 

Three  young  Canadians  play  leading 
roles  in  “Youth  Mareh  On,”  Grand  Na- 
tional film.  One,  Dr.  Paul  Campbell  of 
Edmonton,  is  now  with  the  Henry  Ford 
Hospital,  Detroit.  He  played  the  truck 


driver  at  the  Youth  camp  outside  Regina. 
Others  are  Ted  Devlm,  formerly  of  Ot- 
tawa, a CBC  announcer,  who  played  the 
part  of  a student,  and  the  third  is  Cecil 
Broadhurst  of  Winnipeg,  who  fills  the  role 
of  a cowboy. 

Walter  Huston,  Toronto-born  film  star, 
was  recently  bereaved  by  the  death  at 
Caledon,  Ont.,  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Huston  . . . R.  D.  Harkness  has  been 
elected  a director  of  Northern  Electric  Co. 
He  was  already  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  . . . Film  theatres  in  Canada 
are  said  to  have  contributed  $32,000,000  to 
the  film  industry  during  1937,  a ten  per 
cent  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Two  dresses,  duplicates  of  those  worn  by 
Deanna  Durbin  in  “Three  Smart  Girls 
Grow  Up,”  were  auctioned  in  Toronto  for 
the  benefit  of  Toronto  Star’s  Santa  Claus 
fU7id.  The  dresses  are  size  14  and  were 
made  by  the  finest  seamstresses  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Live  rabbits  were  given  to  children  at- 
tending a special  show  at  Loew’s  given  by 
Blackstone,  the  magician  . . . Australian 
theatres  are  installing  “sound-proof  crying 
baby  rooms,”  so  arranged  that  when  a 
baby  starts  crying  the  mother  can  enter 
the  room  and  watch  the  film  through 
glasses  and  hear  the  dialogue  through  a 
sound-equipment  arrangement,  while  the 
baby  can  continue  to  cry  without  disturb- 
ing the  audience  in  the  theatre.  The  ar- 
rangement will  not  be  copied  in  Montreal 
as  babies  are  not  admitted  to  theatres  in 
Quebec  province. 

Whether  Bank  Night  is  a lottery  or  not 
loill  be  decided  in  Quebec  police  court  when 
Charles  Rioux,  manager  of  the  Cambrai, 
has  his  hearing  on  a charge  of  “operating 
a lottery  by  eonductmg  Bank  Night.” 

Montreal  theatre  managers  are  glad 
Christmas  is  over.  Owing  to  department 
stores  remaining  open  nights  during 
Christmas  week  audiences  were  dimin- 
ished. They  picked  up  during  New  Year’s 
week,  and  managers  were  enthusiastic 
over  the  large  attendances  at  the  special 
New  Year’s  eve  shows. 

Uiiited  Amusement  Corp.  theatre  man- 
agers honored  popular  executives  during 
the  Christmas  season.  They  presented  gifts 
to  George  Gaiietakos,  general  manager;  D. 
A.  Murray,  vice-president,  and  W.  Lester, 
assistant  general  manager.  F.  H.  War- 
nicker,  maiiager  of  the  Strand  Theatre, 
made  the  presentations.  Ganetakos  kept 
open  house  for  his  friends  Christmas  eve 
. . . Another  Christmas  party  well  spoken 
of  was  the  cocktail  party  given  by  Tommy 
Dowbiggm  of  Paramount  at  his  home. 
Members  of  the  staff  and  some  of  the 
young  ladies  from  other  Filmrow  offices 
were  noted  amongst  those  present. 

Morley  Katz,  who  succeeded  Gordon 
Dann  as  manager  of  the  Seville,  is  in  Flor- 
ida recuperating  after  an  illness.  Dann  is 
looking  after  the  Seville  meanwhile,  in 
addition  to  his  new  duties  as  manager  of 
the  York. 
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gMILES  were  the  order  of  the  day  ’round 
Empire-Universal  exchange  in  Toronto. 
The  reason:  An  extra  week’s  salary  for 
every  employe  from  porter  to  head  man 
. . . Another  Empire  item  is  the  fact  that 
“Service  de  Luxe’’  played  the  Eglinton  in 
Toronto  at  the  greatest  midnight  show 
turnout  in  history. 

The  Cromar  Construction  Co.  of  Brant- 
ford has  received  contract  for  erection  of 
the  new  Colborne  Street  Theatre  there, 
owned  locally  by  John  Stanley  & Sons 
. . . Frances  Drake,  motion  picture  actress 
who  is  a Toronto  girl,  is  visiting  her  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Dean.  Lately 
Miss  Drake  has  been  working  in  English 
pictures. 

William  Seidel,  in  charge  of  foreign  dis- 
tribution of  Universal  Pictures,  is  a To- 
ronto visitor  . . . Canadian  'Theatre  Chair 
Co.  now  has  a booklet  of  its  product,  all 
in  “technicolor,”  for  distribution  soon  af- 
ter first  of  the  year. 

Perkins  Electric  Co.  has  installed  CTR 
equipment  and  other  items  in  the  Rex 
Theatre  at  Lasarre,  which  opened  January 
1 under  ownership  of  Pepin  and  St.  Pierre 
. . . Incidentally , all  Perkins  employes  got 
an  extra  month’s  salary  from  the  ‘‘big 
boss,”  who  came  over  from  Montreal. 

Exhibitors  who  were  Dundastreeting 
this  week  included  Charles  Rahn  of  the 
Paramount  at  Hanover  and  the  Gregorys, 
father  and  son,  of  Oakville  and  Hamil- 
ton . . . W.  Taylor  of  Brantford  was  look- 
ing over  equipment  for  his  new  house  there 
. . . Rio  Theatre  on  Yonge  St.,  Toronto, 
a remodeled  job,  opened  Christmas  Eve 
to  turn  away  business  . . . Jack  Allen  of 
the  Tivoli  at  'Tlrorold,  Ont.,  was  seen 
loaded  down  with  Christmas  presents  . . . 
Lew  Gregory,  of  the  theatre  bearing  his 
name  in  Hamilton,  is  erecting  a new  house 
just  across  the  street.  It  will  have  700 
seats,  a smoking  balcony  and  latest  type 
air  conditioning. 

Other  exhibitors  trodding  the  snow- 
packed  Dundas  Square  were  O.  Stewart  of 
the  Circle  at  Allison;  W.  Bull  of  the 
Regent  at  Collingwood;  R.  Rousson  of 
the  Rousson  Cinemas,  Ltd.,  with  head- 
quurters  in  northern  Ontario  and  Pete 
Soucie,  ivho  shopped  for  equipment  for 
his  new  house  in  Kirkland  Lake,  the  won- 
der city  . . . J.  W.  Cohn,  premium  man 
of  Toronto,  reports  progress  being  made 
on  his  new  theatre  in  Sudbury,  which, 
weather  permitting,  will  open  May  15  . . . 
Messrs.  Kamm  and  Pearson  of  St.  Kitts 
are  in  the  city  lining  up  equipment  and 
films  for  their  new  house  there. 

M.  H.  Wilkes,  publicity  director  for  UA, 
spent  New  Year’s  with  his  son,  Justin 
Harold,  a student  at  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  that  New  York  state  metrop- 
olis . . . Dr.  Bus  Stewart,  fo  the  Lyric, 
Hamilton,  is  in  town  . . . New  theatre  on 
Kingston  Road,  formerly  the  Manor,  now 
is  the  Kingswood  and  staged  a natty  open- 
ing on  Christmas  Day  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  N.  F.  Taylor. 

Dick  Main,  supervisor  of  Hanson  The- 
atres, back  in  harness  after  a week’s  ab- 
sence. 


Vancouver  Showmen 
Win  a Union  Bout 

Vancouver — Making  pennanent  the  in- 
junction against  picketing  of  the  Holly- 
wood Theatre,  Mr.  Justice  D.  A.  McDon- 
ald in  supreme  court  also  awarded  $2,000 
and  costs  to  M.  E.  Fairleigh  and  his  son 
against  the  Vancouver  and  New  West- 
minster Ti'ades  and  Labor  Council  and 
B.  C.  Projectionists. 

Tire  Fairleighs,  owners  and  projection- 
ists at  the  Hollywood,  charged  the  de- 
fendants with  circulation  of  detrimental 
reports  in  an  endeavor  to  force  union 
members  isto  the  booth.  When  the  tem- 
porary restrainer  was  granted,  the  plain- 
tiffs reportedly  offered  to  withdraw  the 
suit  if  the  union  would  publish  a re- 
traction of  the  allegedly  defamatory  re- 
ports and  reimburse  the  owners  for  the 
expense  up  to  that  date  incurred,  repre- 
senting a sum  of  approximately  $200.  The 
union  is  said  to  have  declined  the  offer. 


Rochelle  Hudson  Termer 

Hollywood — Rochelle  Hudson  has  been 
signed  to  a long-term  contract  at  Colum- 
bia. 


^HE  managers  of  Famous  Players  The- 
atres in  this  district,  held  their  annual 
supper  as  a family  affair  which  was 
marked  by  the  presentation  of  a gift  to 
Cecil  Neville,  the  company  booker. 

Alec  Gough,  son  of,  and  assistant  to, 
C.  W.  Gough,  Bridge  River  exhibitor,  spent 
the  holiday  week  in  Vancouver. 

New  Year’s  eve  celebrations  were  gen- 
erally featured.  The  Beacon  offered  a 
Whoopee  stage  show.  The  Capitol  pre- 
sented “Sweethearts.”  'Tlie  Dominion, 
“Stablemates.”  The  Orpheum,  “Up  the 
River”  and  vaudeville.  'The  Plaza,  “Young 
in  Heart.”  The  Strand,  “Little  Tough 
Guys  in  Society.”  On  top  of  the  presen- 
tations there  were  general  jollification 
and  souvenirs. 

Charlie  Ramage,  M-G-M  distributor,  is 
all  smiles,  and  overwhelmed  with  con- 
gratulations, on  the  recent  arrival  of  a 
daughter,  born  December  30. 

The  recent  severe  storms  in  the  interior 
seriously  affected  theatre  attendance  “up 
country.” 

Frank  Gow’s  family  is  mourning  the 
loss  of  Mrs.  Gow’s  mother  who  passed 
on  December  29. 

“Babe”  Coval,  who  has  come  here  to 
take  over  the  management  of  Warner 
Bros,  office,  is  busy  going  about  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  exhibitors  and  others 
interested  in  the  industry.  He  thinks  he 
will  like  it  here,  when  it  stops  raining. 

Willard  Adamson,  Empire  Films  sales- 
man, has  handed  in  his  resignation. 


MRS.  M.  B.  AUDAS,  manager  of  the 
Capitol,  Amherst,  N.  S.,  is  making  a 
favorable  recovery  from  her  recent  serious 
illness.  She  spent  the  New  Year’s  holi- 
days with  her  brother,  A.  A.  Fielding, 
general  manager  of  the  F.  G.  Spencer 
circuit,  and  Mrs.  Fielding,  at  East  River- 
side . . . Mr.  Fielding’s  son,  Ronald,  is 
starting  out  to  make  a name  for  himself 
as  a flier — he  soloed  Christmas  Week  when 
only  a few  days  past  16. 

“Gerry”  Hoyt,  Empire-Universal  branch 
manager  at  Saint  John,  was  the  recipient 
of  a fine  shotgun  from  his  staff;  now  it’s 
up  to  him  to  bring  them  all  back  some 
ducks  next  fall  . . . Jack  Kaufman  of  the 
Maritime  Fihn  Co.  has  returned  from  a 
visit  to  his  home  in  Montreal  . . . Colin 
Danson  of  the  Strand,  Sussex,  seen  on 
Filmrow,  Saint  John. 

N.  W.  Mason  of  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  has 
been  down  with  the  flu  . . . L.  A.  Sprague 
of  Saint  John  has  been  in  Halifax  in- 
specting the  Empire,  and  A.  C.  Sprague 
was  recently  in  Amherst,  N.  S. 

Charles  S.  Chaplin,  UA  branch  manager 
at  Saint  John,  wore  a smile  into  the  Hew 
Year — perhaps  because  Christmas  holiday 
business  in  the  Maritimes  was  excep- 
tionally good  and  every  picture  so  far  re- 
leased of  the  UA  1938-39  program  was 
playing  at  Maritime  theatres  on  Christ- 
mas or  Hew  Year  dates.  “Drums”  at  the 
Capitol,  Saint  John,  drew  a block-long 
Christmas  line.  The  Strand,  Saint  John, 
had  “There  Goes  My  Heart”  and  the  Ox- 
ford, Halifax,  “Goldwyn  Follies.”  On  Hew 
Year’s  Eve  “Trade  Winds’  had  its  Mari- 
time premiere  at  the  Capitol,  Halifax. 

Branch  staffs  at  Saint  John  kept  work- 
ing busily  on  Christmas  Eve  and  New 
Year’s  Eve,  but  not  without  the  occasional 
sing-song  here  and  there,  which  substi- 
tuted for  the  sleigh  ride  some  had  sug- 
gested last  summer  . . . The  reaction  of 
the  Saint  John  public  to  the  slightly  in- 
creased price  scale  has  not  been  unfavor- 
able . . . Inquiries  from  patrons  indicate 
that  the  Movie  Quiz  contest  in  the  Mari- 
times went  over  as  successfully  as  in  other 
areas  of  comparable  size. 

To  Stuart  Trueman,  Boxoffice  Mari- 
times correspondent,  a Christmas  Eve  son. 


Plottel  to  WB  in  Toronto: 
Coval  to  Vancouver 

Vancouver — Joe  Plottel  has  left  here  to 
take  over  the  job  of  branch  manager  in 
the  Warner  Toronto  exchange  in  place  of 
H.  Paynter,  who  is  leaving  the  company. 

His  desk  will  now  be  occupied  by  “Babe” 
Coval  who  was  in  the  Winnipeg  office. 

Joe  has  been  in  Vancouver  for  the  past 
12  years,  having  come  here  from  Winni- 
peg where  he  was  a Warner  salesman. 
Prior  to  that  he  was  with  First  National. 


Western  Into  Work 

Hollywood — A new  western  drama, 
“Mounted  Police  No.  1,”  went  into  work 
this  week  at  Columbia,  featuring  Charles 
Starrett. 
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OTAFFS  of  the  Capitol,  Dominion  and 
Atleis  theiatres.  were  well  pleased  when 
substantial  bonuses  came  from  the  head 
F-P  office  in  Toronto. 

Midnight  Christmas  previews  at  the 
Plaza  and  Capitol  drew  capacity  crowds. 
Showing  at  the  Plaza  was  "The  Young 
in  Heart”  and  at  the  Capitol  Errol  Flynn 
starred  in  "Dawn  Patrol.” 

“A  Christmas  Carol”  with  Reginald 
Owen  and  Kathleen  Lockhart  in  the  lead- 
ing roles  was  the  Christmas  attraction 
at  the  Dominion.  A number  of  tie  ups  and 
a serial  story  in  the  Victoria  Daily  Times 
provided  advance  publicity. 

Rose  Bampton,  Metropolitan  Opera 
star,  and  the  Seattle  Symphony  Orchestra 
are  hilled  for  an  appearance  in  Victoria 
on  January  18. 

“Alice  in  Wonderland”  was  staged  at 
the  Empire  on  Boxing  Day  by  a local 
group  of  actors  and  met  with  great  en- 
thusiasm from  Victoria  youngsters. 

Some  people  seem  to  think  that  the 
ushers  in  Victoria  need  more  sleep.  One 
usher  reports  having  four  pairs  of  pa- 
jamas given  her  for  Christmas. 


Cast  in  "Spring" 

Hollywood — Olin  Howland,  Billy  Bake- 
well  and  Nigel  de  Brulier  have  drawn  fea- 
tured roles  in  Hal  Roach’s  “It’s  Spring 
Again.” 


A London  Film  Net 
Is  Small  One 

Montreal — Only  about  $3,500  profit  for 
the  year  on  a capital  of  $15,000,000  is 
noted  in  the  annual  report  of  the  British 
film-producer,  London  Film  Productions, 
wliich  numbered  amongst  its  successes, 
“The  Private  Life  of  Henry  VIH,”  “The 
Scarlet  Pimpernel,”  “Sanders  of  the  River,” 
“Elephant  Boy,”  “Drums”  and  “The  Ghost 
Goes  West.” 

Speaking  for  Alexander  Korda,  chair- 
man and  managing  director,  an  executive 
said: 

“In  view  of  the  trying  circmnstances 
of  the  past  year,  we  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied. 

“Naturally,  we  should  have  liked  to  show 
a larger  profit,  but  we  are  glad  to  have 
broken  even  in  one  of  the  most  difficult 
years  in  British  films,  as  the  industry  was 
in  a state  of  uncertainty  owing  to  the 
prolonged  battle  waged  over  the  new  films 
act.  We  anticipate  much  better  condi- 
tions next  year.” 

Four  new  pictures  still  to  be  shown: 

“The  Conquest  of  the  Air,”  with  an  all- 
star  cast  headed  by  Laurence  Olivier  and 
Margaretta  Scott;  “Over  the  Moon,”  with 
Merle  Oberon  and  Robert  Douglas;”  “The 
First  and  the  Last,”  with  Vivien  Leigh, 
Laurence  Olivier  and  Leslie  Banks;”  “Four 
Dark  Hours,”  with  John  Mills  and  Renee 
Day. 


WllIWMllPIlECGl 

J^EW  YEAR’S  EVE  shows  were  held  at 
Western  Theatres,  Ltd.,  houses  here, 
following  a concession  by  the  Lord’s  Day 
Alliance  on  the  city’s  blue  laws  . . . Bows 
to  Sim  Rost  and  Harold  Bishop  for  fine 
campaigns  on  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You”  and  “Tlie  Citadel,”  respectively. 

Santa  Claus  stayed  over  a few  days  after 
Christmas.  He  was  seen  walking  the  down- 
town streets  with  a sign  pinned  to  his 
hack:  "I  Stayed  Over  to  See  ‘The  Ar- 
kansas Traveler’  at  the  Lyceum.”  The  idea 
was  Manager  Eddie  Newman’s. 

Joe  Polansky  of  Empire-Universal,  To- 
ronto, is  due  here  . . . M.  J.  Eisen,  man- 
ager of  Warner  Bros,  in  Montreal,  is  here 
. . . A1  Gould  of  Calgary  is  a visitor,  too. 

N.  Rothstein  has  gone  to  Saskatoon  . . . 
The  Oak  Theatre,  new  Main  St.  house,  is 
opened. 

Helmer  Jernberg  of  the  new  Rio  will 
play  host  all  week  to  inmates  of  city  or- 
phanages, who  will  attend  his  house  as  his 
guests  to  witness  “Little  Orphan  Annie.” 


Three  Colonial  Branches  Planned 

Toronto  — B.  W.  Silver,  of  Colonial 
Films,  Ltd.,  plans  to  open  branches  in 
St.  John,  Winnipeg,  and  Calgary. 


Drav/s  Featured  Role 

Hollywood — Rita  Hayworth  has  been 
cast  in  a featured  role  in  Columbia’s 
“Plane  No.  4.” 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAYI!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
ADVERTISING  MT.519  Cooling  coils 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 
MT482  Signs.  Neon 
MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 
MT484  Signs,  travel  word 
MT485  Attraction  boards 
MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 
MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 
MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 
MT489  Display  frames 
MT490  Poster  lights 
MT491  Poster  projectors 
MT482  Cut-out  machines 
MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 
MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 
MT495  Slides,  advertising 
MT496  Slides,  announcement 
MT497  Seund  truck  P.  A.  systems 
MT4  98  Transformers,  Neon 
MT499  Ladders,  safety 
MT.'iOO  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants  — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MTS 09  Blowers 

M l’olO  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MTS  13  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT.'ilS  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 

MT517  Air  filters 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT52n  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 
MT552  Lumiline  lamps 
MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 
MT554  Floodlight  lamps 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  ' REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  1-7-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks: 


MT555  Spotlight  lamps 
MT556  Sign  lamps 
MT5.S7  Dimmers 
MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 
MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 
MT.ofiO  Flashed  opal  glass 
MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 
MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 
MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 
MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT5S2  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MTo87  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 
MT592  Projectors,  standard 
MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 
MT594  Projector  pedestals 
MT595  Projector  parts 
. MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 
MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 
MT5  9S  Lamps,  high  intensity 
MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 
MT600  Arc  regulators 
MT601  Arc  controls 
MTG02  Control  panels 
MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 
MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 
MT605  Buibs,  rectifier 
MT606  Rheostats,  projection 
MT607  Motor-generators 
MT608  Lenses,  projection 
MT609  Lenses,  condenser 
MT610  Current  changers 
MT611  Mirror  refiectors 
MT612  Carbons,  projector 
MT613  Carbon  savers 
MT614  Reeis 
MT615  Reel  alarms 
MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 
MT617  Change-over  devices 
MT618  Slide,  projection 
MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
MT620  Take-ups.  film 
MT621  Film  safety  controls 
MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 
MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 
MT624  Film  scales 
MT625  Film  scrapers 
MT626  Film  splicers 
MT627  Film  cleaners 
MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MTG33  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


Name 

Theatre 

City State 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 


MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT(i50  Soap  dispensers 
MT65i  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTC53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exiiaust  fans 
MTG5  6 Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MTGGl  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTG62  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT6G4  Pre-amplifiers 

MTG65  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MTG67  Condensers 

MT668  Plioto-electric  ceils 

MT669  Tubes,  amiilitler 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Battles,  hern 

MTG73  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Mlcropliones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG86  Ligliting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MTG92  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxotflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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A GUIDE  TO  y CURRENT  RELEASES 


JULY  23 

JULY  30 

AUGUST  6 

AUGUST  13 

AUGUST  20 

AUGUST  27 

^ Action  Drama 
eformatory  (61) 
ack  Holt-C.  Winters 
, — June  25 

!.■ 

gg]  Western  8207 

iSouth  of  Arizona  (56) 
Chaa.  Starrett 
iria  Meredith 

R — Oct.  16 

[l^  Comedy  8011 

The  Gladiator  (72) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

June  Travis:  R-Aug.  20 
[l8|  Action  Drama  8039 
Convloteil  (58) 

R.  Hayworth-C.  Quigley 

R — Sept.  3 

1 Action  Drama  238 

lenfrew  on  the  Great 
Vhite  Trail  (59) 

Fames  Newill 
'erry  Walker 

g Western  229 

Ctah  Trail  (59) 

Tex  Ritter 

^ Western  231 

King  of  the  Sierraa  (60) 
With  Rex,  the 

Wonder  Horse 

ig]  Comedy  Drama  841 
Jliove  Finds  Andy 

Hardy  (90) 
dickey  Rooney-Judy 
Jarland-Lewis  Stone 

1 — July  16 

Comedy  Drama  842 
The  Chaser  (75) 
i'teunis  O’Keefe 

Ann  Morriss 

R— July  30 

Action  Drama  840 
The  Crowd  Roars  (92) 
Robert  Taylor 

Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — Aug.  6 

Comedy  Drama  843 
Bioh  Man,  Poor  Girl  (72) 
(For.  It’s  Now  or  Never) 

R.  Young-  R.  Hus.sey 

R — Aug.  13 

[l9[  Comedy  844 

Block-heads  (58) 

Laurel  & Hardy 

R — Aug.  20 

^ Drama  846 

Marie  Antoinette  (157) 
Norma  Shearer 

Tyrone  Power 

R — Sept.  17 

[s’!  Outdoor  Drama  3810 
Barefoot  Boy  (63) 

.lackie  Moran 

R— Sept.  10 

gl]  Drama  3811 

Under  the  Big  Top  (61) 
(For.  Circus  Comes  to 
Town) 

Marjorie  Main 

Ann  Nagel 

^ Adven.  Drama  3745 
Sooloo  (60) 

Jolin  Tapley 

Suratna  Asmara 
a — July  23 

Comedy  3746 

Professor  Beware  (93) 
Harold  Lloyd 

Phyllis  Welch;  R-July  16 

[sl  Melodrama  3747 

BHildog  Driiiiiinond  in 
Africa  (59) 

John  >loward-H.  Angel 

R — Aug.  6 

|l2|  Outdoor  Drama  3748 
The  Texans  (93) 

Joan  Bennett-R.  Scott 

R — July  23 

[l^  Comedy  3719 

Give  Me  a Sailor  (77) 
Martha  Raye-Bob  Hope 

R_J„ly  30 

^ Action  Drama  3750 
Spawn  of  the  North  (113) 
George  Raft 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Henry  Fonda 

R— Aug.  27 

^ Western  7118 

Heroes  of  the  Hills  (55) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — ^Aug.  13 

^ Western  861 

Pals  of  the  Saddle  (55) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Sept.  17 

Action  Drama  7024 

Come  on  Leathernecks 

(66) 

Richard  Cromwell 

Marcia  Hunt 

R— Aug.  27 

Romantic  Drama  7013 
Desperate  Adventiire(65) 
Ramon  Novarro 

Marian  Marsh 

Western  7104 

Man  From  Music  Moun- 
tain (58) 

Gene  Autry:  R-Auc.  13 

Action  Drama  7026 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (56) 
Bruce  Cabot;  R-Aug.  27 
Beverly  Roberts 

HH  Western  7128 

Durango  V^alley  Raiders 
(56) 

Bob  Steele 

^ Action  Drama  835 

iky  Giant  (80) 

(For.  Northern  Flight) 
Chester  Morris 

Richard  Dix 

IR— July  23 

^ Com.  Drama  833 
Mother  Carey’s  Chickens 
(80) 

Ruby  Keller-Anne  Shirley 
James  Bllison 

R— July  23 

Com.  with  Music  834 
I’m  From  the  City  (71) 
Joe  Penner-Kay  Sutton 

R — July  30 

[p]  Western  883 

Painted  Desert  (59) 
George  O’Brien 

R — Aug.  6 

Melodrama  832 

Smashing  the  Backets 
(80) 

(For  Cleanup) 

Chester  Morris 

Frances  Mercer 

R — July  30 

^ Com.  wltli  Music  846 

Breaking  the  loe  (82) 
Bobby  Breen 

Irene  Dare 

R — Sept.  3 

^ Romantic  Drama  855 
i’ll  Give  a Million  (70) 
(Varner  Baxter 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — July  16 

Comedy  Drama  850 
Little  Miss  Broadway 
(70) 

Shirley  Temple 

Jimmy  Durante 

R — July  9 

Drama  901 

tmteway  (74) 

I->on  Ameche 

Arleen  Whelan 

R — Aug.  6 

[l2|  Drama  902 

Keep  Smiling  (77) 

Jane  Withers 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  18 

Musical  Comedy  903 
tJAIexander’s  Kagtime 
Band  (105) 

Tyrone  Power-Alice  Faye 
Don  Ameche 

R — June  4 

^ Action  Drama  904 
JSpeed  to  Burn  (60) 

Michael  Whalen 

Lynn  Bari 

R — June  11 

fs)  Drama 

Algiers  (95) 

I’liarles  Boyer 

Slgrid  Gurle-Hedy  LaMarr 
R— July  2 

HI  Drama  2008 

mtle  Tough  Guy  (83) 
"Dead  End”  Kids 

Robt.  Wilcox 

R^Tuly  16 

Ijl]  Com.  with  Music 
Letter  of  Introduction!  103 ) 
Andrea  Leeds — R-Aug.  6 
Bergen  and  McCa-rth' 

[l^  Mystery  Drama  2031 
Missing  Guest  (69) 

Paul  Kelly 

Con.  Moore:  R — Aug.  20 

^ Western  Reissue  3057 
Strawberry  Roan  (63) 

Ken  Maynard 

Western  Reissue  3058 
Fidd'in’  Biickaroo  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

1^  Exploitation  Adven. 
Dark  Rapture  (79) 

Native  Cast — R-Oct.  15 
Western  Reissue  3059 
King  of  t)ie  Arena  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

m Com.  Drama  FN276 
Penrod’s  Double 

Trouble  (60) 

Mauch  Twins 

R — April  2 

|30|  Melodrama  FN262 

Amir/.ing  l>r.  Clitterhouse 
(85) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Claire  Trevor 

R— July  9 

f?]  Comedy  \VB227 

Mr.  Chump  (50) 

Johnnie  Davis 

Lola  Lane 

R— July  23 

Com,  Music  WB2I7 
Cowboy  From  Brookl.tn 
(77)  R — June  18 

Dick  Powell  Priscilla  Lan. 

gy]  Com.  Drama  WB303 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (80) 
Cagney-O’Brlen 

1 1]  Drama  GB 

Strange  Biiarders  (79) 
Tom  Walls 

Renee  Salnt-Cyr 

R — Sept.  10 

^ Action  Drama  GB 
Crime  Over  TiOmlon  (63) 
Margot  Grahaiiie 

Paul  Cavanaueh 

H — Aug.  13 
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A GUIDE  TO  X CURRENT  RELEASES 


FEBRUARY. 
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MARCH, 
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21 
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27 

28 
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28 

29 
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31 

23 
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25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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1 SEPTEMBER  3 

SEPTEMBER  10 

SEPTEMBER  17 

SEPTEMBER  24 

OCTOBER  1 

OCTOBER  8 

[Y|  Drania  8005 

I Am  the  Law  (99) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Wendy  Barrie;  R-Aug.  27 
gl]  Western  8213 

Fhantom  Gold  (56) 

Jack  Luden  R — Nov  26 

[9I  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Lady  Objects  (67) 

Lanny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 
fs]  Western  8208 

< olorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  5 

|l5|  Melodrama  8026 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  Hayworth 

R— Sept.  17 

g Western  8284 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(56) 

Buck  Jones 

R— Sept.  24 

[30|  Drama  8012 

Girls’  School  (73) 

A.  Shirley-R.  Bellamy 

R — Oct.  1 

^ Comedy  9101 

OYou  Can’t  Take  It  With 
Y’ou  (127)  J.  Arthur 
.T  Stewart:  R — Sept.  17 

fs]  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Holida;  § 

(59)  fill 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston  9> 

in  Western  9201  lit 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe(57 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith  1 
R— Dec.  24 

Melodrama  230 

Dangeroos  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R— Oct.  29 

» 

1 

m 

91 

1- 

Comedy  901 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (69) 
J.  Gaynor-R.  Montgom’y 

R — Sept.  3 

[Yl  Comedy  Drama  002 
yBoys  Town  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickev  Rooney 

R — Sept.  10 

|l^  Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gahle-Myrna  Loy 

R — Sept.  17 

[3o|  Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65) 
D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R— Oct.  8 

[7]  Comedy  Drama  906  C 
Stablemates  (89)  : \i 

Wallace  Beery  , 

Mickey  Rooney 

R — Oct.  8 [[, 

[Y|  Western  38.59 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (59) 
Tex  Ritter 

|l4]  Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (56) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Sept.  10 

Melodrama  3817 

Wanted  by  the  Poliee 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R — Oct.  1 

n Melodrama  3804 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69)  l" 
Boris  Karloff  | 

Evelyn  Brent  , 

R— Oct.  8 

: i 

i i 

ii 

[Y|  Com.  with  Music  3801 
Sing  You  Sinners  (90) 
Bing  Crosby 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Aug.  13 

[§]  Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 

CHopalong  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

^ Drama  .503 

.Sons  of  the  Legion  (60) 
L\nnp  Overman 

Billv  T.ee 

R — Sept.  17 

^ Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Lulsettl 

R — Sept.  17 

Melodrama  3804 

King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Natsh 

R— Oct.  8 

n Action  Drama  3805  : J 
Touchdown,  Army  (71)  ' j 
J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle  ; B 
R — Oct.  1 ' J 

gs]  Comedy  Drama  7015 
The  Higgins  Family  (64) 
(For.  Home  Sweet  Home) 
The  Gleason  Family 

R— Sept.  10 

fil  Western  851 

Billy  the  Kid  Returns 
(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R — Sept.  3 

^ Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (58) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnett© 

R — Oct.  29 

1^  Western  H62 

Overland  Stage  Kaider^ 

(65) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

Louise  Brooks 

|Y|  Melodrama  817 

Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston-J.  Travis 
R— Oct.  1 

Hillbilly  Musical  HII5 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

1 

[ 

[Y|  Musical  Comedy  837 
Carefree  (83) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Fred  Astaire 

R — Sept.  3 

[9]  Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakie 

R — July  16 

[H]  Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

R— Sept.  17 

^ Melodrama  803 

Fugitives  for  a Night 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R— Oct.  1 

1^  Comedy  901 

Room  Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 

R — Sept.  17 

n Comedy  904  c 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off(76)  j 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis  e 

R — Sept.  10  i 

’ 1 

[2I  Comedy  Drama  905 
My  Lucky  Star  (84) 

Sonja  Henie 

Richard  Greene 

R — Sept.  3 

[Y|  Comedy  Drama  906 
Safet.v  in  Niiinbers  (55) 
.Tones  Family 

R— Aug.  13' 

HH  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

H— Sept.  17 

^ Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R— July  2 

1^  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(H5) 

Ritz  Bros. -Ethel  Merman 
R— Oct.  1 

[7]  Adven.  Comedy  910  j 

Meet  the  Girls  (66)  { 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari  „i 

R — July  23  f 

^ Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerie  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6. 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  3025 
Freshman  Year  (68) 

Dixie  Dunbar 

Ernest  Truer 

R — Aug.  27 

[Y|  Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 
R— Oct.  15 

Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R^Nov.  5 

1^  Comedy  Drama  3012 
Y’oiith  Takes  a riing(78) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R — Oct.  1 

m]  Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 
R — Sept.  3 

|7~|  Musical  Comedy  2007  i,. 
That  Certain  Age  (95)  J1 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R— Oct.  8 

[Yl  Com.  Drama  WB213 
Four’s  a Crowd  (95) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — July  30 

|Io]  Drama  FN365 

■Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Franr.i8 

R — Oct.  22 

^ Drama  \TB305 

©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R — Sept.  17 

^ Drama  FN359 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Dane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R— Aug,  20 

|~l]  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O’Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R— July  30 

Drama  FN368  ^ 

Broadway  Musketeers(62) 
Margaret  Lindsay  , 

Marie  Wilson 

R_Oct.  29 

j 

[l^  Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  (..) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 

[Y]  Drama  Tri-Nat’l 

Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 

Michele  Morgan 

|Y|  Comedy  Tri-Nat’l 
Carnival  in  Flanders!..) 

(Reissue) 

Francoise  Roaay 

[Y]  Melodrama  GB 

Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 

Lllll  Palmer;  R-Nov.  19 

X 
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Sooklnq  ^katt 

A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


OCTOBER  15 

OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19  | 

J]  Action  Drama  9036 
nigrht  to  Fame  (67) 
yharles  Farrell 
iFacqueline  Wells 

^ Action  Drama  9020 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellows-J.  Wells 
^ Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — 'Oct.  29 

Western  9211 

In  Karly  Arizona  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

[is]  Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

^ Drama  311 

badows  Over  Shanghai 
(66) 

ames  Dunn 
ilenda  Gray 

1— Sept.  17 

Western  325 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

HH  Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 

Ames- Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

|l8|  Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

^ Comedy  Drama  907 

roung  Dr,  Kildare  (81) 
t,ew  Ayres 

ILionel  Barrymore 

1 — Oct.  22 

g Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (76) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R— Oct.  22 

Drama  909 

^The  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gra.vet 

Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

Drama  912 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R_Nov.  19 

^ Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Barry  Crabbe 
g]  Western  3860 

l^ere  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
bex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 

|~^  Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

Western  3861 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama  3706 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Rob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 
«— Oct.  8 

^ Western  3707 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 

Sidney  Toler 

K— Sept.  24 

11^  Drama  (Spec.  Rel.) 3808 
0Men  With  Wings  (105) 

Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Milland 

R— Oct.  29 

Melodrama 

Illegal  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  5 

[ll]  Historical  Drama  38Hi 
If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R Oct.  1 

[xsj  Comedy  3811 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

^ Melodrama  K06 

I Stand  Accused  (61) 
Robt.  CxiTninings-H.  Mack 
R — Oct.  22 

1^  Western  7108 

iVhythin  of  the  Saddle (58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Nov.  26 

Action  I')rama  80* 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Throp  Meorjulteers 

R — (Dec.  17 

Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember (80) 
Edward  Ellis 
(Vnne  Shirley 
fR— Oct.  8 

Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R— Oct.  15 

Melodrama  907 

'I'arnishcd  Angel  (67) 
(For.  Miracle  Racket) 
Sally  Filers 

Lee  Bowman 

R— Oct.  29 

pr]  We.stern  98 1 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O'Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  5 

Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakle 

Tjucille  Ball 

R — Oct.  22 

Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R— Nov.  19 

jg  Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 

R — Oct.  16 

^ Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  IMr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 

R — June  4 

|28|  Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R— Oct.  22 

[T1  Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Troiilile  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

Comedy  Drama  91.5 
Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  6 

jlgj  Action  Drama  916 

Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 
R — Sept.  24 

^ Comedy  Drama 

rhere  Goes  My  Heart 

1 (84) 

S'.  March-V.  Bruce 
!R— Oct.  1 

Comedy  Drama 
Young  in  Heart  (90) 
Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R — Nov.  26 

Comedy  Drama  3026 
lowing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 
■ Andy  Devine 

R— Nov.  19 

Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (86) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R— Oct.  22 

Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Igg]  Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 
im  Action  Drama  3028 
Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R— Oct.  8 

[i]  Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
|~4]  Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (67) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

|J[]  Comedy  ,30.36 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

[i^  Drama  WB303 

[The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R— Oct.  8 

^ Melodrama  FN369 

Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R— Oct,  29 

1^  Comedy  FN356 

Brother  Kat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Oct.  22 

[|]  Comedy  WB.'tlO 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

g Drama  WB3I9 

Nanev  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man(62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — Oct.  15 

m Drama  Tri-Nat*l 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 
Anna  Neagle 
;ir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

J 

|~j~]  Melodrama  OB 

IjBdy  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 

Melodrama  GB 

The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-G.  Taylor 

l)XOFnCE 
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AUGUST,  1939 

SEPTEMBER,  1939 

OCTOBER,  1939 
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8 9 10  11  12  13  14 
15  16  17  18  19  20  21 
22  23  24  25  26  27  28 
29  30  31 

1 NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10 

DECEMBER  17 

DECEMBER  24 

[Y|  Com.  M’drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 

R — July  20 

|30]  Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake;  R-Nov.  5 

[g]  Western  9202 

Rio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

[is]  Western  8206 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — ^Deo.  24 
[isl  Drama  9622 

Strange  Case  of  Dr. 

Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt:  R-Oct.  29 

|24|  Comedy  Mystery 

There’s  That  Woman 
Again  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Virginia  Bruce 

B — Dec.  17 

^ Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  AVest  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R— Nov.  26 

|Y|  Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 
Luise  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  10 

Drama  917 

^A  Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kilburn 

R — Dec.  17 

[23]  Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 

Pranciska  Gaal 

R — Dec.  31 

g Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

n Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo(..) 
(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 

Drama  3812 

I Am  a Criminal  (73) 

John  Carroll 

Kay  Linaker 

R — Dec.  3 

Ip]  Western  38,52 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Jan.  7 

|2^  Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
^ Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Milland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

[y[  Comedy  Drama  3814 
Uttle  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillls 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

n Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamlroff 

Frances  Farmer 

Leif  Erlkson 

R — Dec.  10 

^ Western  3856 

Frontiersmen  (74) 

William  Boyd 

Evelyn  Venable 

R — Nov.  26 

1^  Com.  Drama  3816 
T<un  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O’Connor 

Billy  Cook  R — Dec.  24 

Western  818 

Come  on  Rangrers  (67) 

Roy  Rogers  R — Dec,  3 

[2]  Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Dec.  24 

n Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R— Dec.  17 

^ Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

^ Comedy  Drama  948 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R — Nov.  26 

|Y|  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

^ Action  Drama  909 
Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

[y[  Action  Drama  918 

Hoad  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R— Aug.  27 

|~^  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R— Nov.  12 

[je]  Comedy  Drama  920 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 

R— Oct.  15 

Com.  with  Music  917 

Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Arleen  Whelan 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  10 

1^  Action  Drama 

Trade  Winds  (94) 

Fredrlc  March 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  31 

^ Comedy  Drama 

l.ittle  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

Action  Drama  3035 
8trang:e  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R— Nov.  19 

[is]  Musical 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R — Dec.  17 

[ie]  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 

Bob  Baker 

g Action  Drama 

Newsboys  Home  ( . . ) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Wendy  Barrie 

^ Action  Drama  FN361 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces 
(68) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O'Brien 

R — Oct,  29 

in  Drama  FN370 

Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francls-John  Lltel 

R — Dec.  17 

n Action  Drama  FN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 
R— Dec.  17 

^ Action  Drama  WB 
Hawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 

Basil  Rathbone 

R — Dec.  24 

n Musical  GB 

Asking  for  Trouble  ( . . ) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 

Michael  Redgrave 

DECEMBER  31 


1^  Melodrama  901i 
Smashing-  the  Spy  Ring 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 
Fay  Wray 


g Musical  Drama  91(1 
©Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 
R — Dec.  24 


[28l  Melodrama 
Tough  Kid  (61) 

P.  Darro-J.  Allen 
R — Jan.  7 


^ Comedy  3817 
Artists  and  Models 
Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R — Nov.  5 


^ Western 

isnine  on  Harvest  Muon 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 
^ Action  Drama 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 
Robt.  Livingston 
June  Travis 


Action  Drama  923 


©Kentucky  (95) 
Loretta  Young 
Richard  Greene 
R — Dec.  24 


[2^  Drama 

Duke  ot  West  Point 
(105) 

Louis  Hayward 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  24 


Com.  with  Music  FN 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 
Anita  Louise 
R — Dec.  24 
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aooklnq  ^hatt 

A GUIDE  TO^  CURRENT  RELEASES 


JANUARY  7 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

jj]  Melodrama 

^ortli  of  Shang-hai  ( . . ) 
Tames  Craig 

Betty  Furness 

g Western  9303 

Thundering  West  ( . . ) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  ( . . ) 

B.  Elliot-D.  DeAlcaniz 

|2^  Melodrama 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 

(.  .) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Luplno 

[Y]  Western 

Texas  Stampede  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

\ 

Western 

Water  Rustlers  ( . , ) 
Dorothy  Page 

Action  Drama 

Long  Shot  ( . . ) 

Gordon  Jones 

iMarsha  Hunt  R- — Dec.  31 

[14]  Western 

Trigger  I'als  ( . . ) 

Art  Jarrett 

Dee  Powell 

A1  St.  John 

[2^  Drama 

Exile  Express  ( . . ) 

Anna  Sten 

^o|  Western 

Hide  ’Em  Cowgirl  ( . . ) 
Dorothy  Page 

^ Historical  Drama  918 

jStand  tJp  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 

Robert  Taylor 
;R — Jan.  7 

[13]  Comedy  Drama  919 

Burn  ’Em  Bp  O’Connor 
(..) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

1^  Comedy  Drama  920 

Idiot’s  Delight  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable 

Drama 

Four  Girls  in  White  ( . . ) 
Florence  Rice-Alan  Mar- 
shall'Ann  Rutherford 

Comedy  with  Music 

Honolulu  ( . . ) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

1^  Comedy  Drama 

Huckleberry  Finn  ( . . ) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

\ 

\ 

[n]  Action  Drama 

Convict’s  Code  (..) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

Western 

Drifting  Westward  ( . . ) 
Jack  Randall 

[Y]  Western 

Sundown  on  tlie  Prairie 

( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 

|~8~|  Action  Drama 

Navy  Secrets  (..) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

[Y|  Action  Drama 

Disbarred  (60) 

Otto  Kruger 

Gall  Patrick 

[Is]  Drama 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Action  Drama 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

1^  Comedy 

Boy  Trouble  ( . . ) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Boland 

1^  Musical 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-P.  Gaal 

[~3]  Drama  with  Music 

8t.  Louis  Blues  ( . . ) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

[lo]  Drama 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
. . . ( . .) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erickson 

Action  Drama 

Fighting  Thoroughbred 

Mary  Carlisle 

Ralph  Byrd 

[loj  Melodrama 

Mysterious  Miss  X ( . . ) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

g Comedy  Drama 

Pride  of  the  Navy  ( . . ) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Drama 

Women  Make  News  ( . . ) 
Frieda  Inescort 
[l^  Western 

Home  on  the  Prairie 
(.  .) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

[n  Action  Drama 

Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Chester  Morris 

R — Dec.  31 

[l3|  Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (.,) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

Western 

Arizona  Legion  ( . . ) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

Action  Drama 

Gunga  Din  ( . . ) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontalne-C.  Grant 

T|  Action  Drama  922 

While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Oct.  22 

[13]  Action  Drama  928 
Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

|2o|  Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

1^  Outdoor  Drama  921 
©Jesse  James  ( . . ) 

'Tyrone  Power-Nancy 
Kelly-Henry  Fonda 

1^  Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing ( . . ) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

|~3]  Comedy  939 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — Nov.  12 

[lo]  Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  ( . . ) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

[12]  Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 

(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

'¥1  Melodrama 

Last  Warning  (63) 

Preston  Poster 

Frances  Robinson 

R — Dec.  10 

|l3l  Melodrama 

8on  of  Frankenstein  ( . . ) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi 
[1^  Western 

Honor  of  the  West  ( . . ) 

B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

Action  Drama 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

^ Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 

Honest  Man  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

Y]  Action  Drama 

levil’s  Island  (62) 

3oris  Karloff 

Tedda  Harrigan 

1 — Jan.  7 

Comedy  Drama 

'1  Made  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

Pv — Jan.  7 

|2^  Comedy  Drama 

Off  the  Record  ( . . ) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

g Melodrama  WH 

King  of  the  Underworld 
(..) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

maEEICE_^,T9.nn9rv  7 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Skotti 


Numerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running:  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
(^Indicates  short  of  the  week 
rating. 

^Indicates  color. 


Columbia 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIBS 
Halfway  to  Hollywood  (17^).. July  1 

Home  on  the  Rag^e  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  (18)  ..  .Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(..)  Feb.  10,  ’39 

Not  Guilty  Knough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A La  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Lawyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(••)  Jan.  20, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18)  ..  .Oct.  28 

The  Soul  of  a Heel  (16y») June  4 

Andy  Clyde  has  a time  trying  to 
marry  the  sheriff’s  daughter. 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
Hollywood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  (..)  Dec.  23 

Little  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(*%)  Dec.  16 

Little  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  ( . . ) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  ( . .)  . .Jan.  26,  ’39 

Poor  Elmer  (7) July  22 

Poor  Little  Butterfly  (8) July  4 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7)  Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24, ’39 

Window  Shopping  (7) June  3 

COLOR  TOUR 

Big  Town  (New  York)  (..)..  Dec.  2 
COLUDIBIA  TOUR 


Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise 

Nov.  4 

Provmce  of  Quebec  (..) Nov.  18 


COMJMDNITY  SING 
No.  9 (10) — Spanish  Meiodies . June  25 
No.  10  (9) — Patriotic  Songs. ..  July  4 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

12  (..)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs 


Third  Series 


No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

’ <••)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 


KRAZY  KAT 


S?'?' (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy  Magic  t7) Mayen 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (..)...  Jan.  27',  ’39 
Krazy’s  Travel  Squawks  (7)...  July  4 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 


SPORT  REELS 

Athletic  Youth  (10) July  29 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Eagle  vs.  Man  (Special)  (..).. Dec.  2 

Fistic  Fun  (9(4)  July  1 

Feothall  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

t^t  Ready  Navy  (..) Jan.  6, ’39 

King  Vulture  (..)  Special. ..  .Dec.  23 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

Thrilling  Moments  (10) June  10 


PICTCREGRAPH 

No.  1 (..)  Jan.  15, ’39 


SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

City  Slicker  (OVi)  July  22 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  (7) Nov.  10 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(.  •)  Jan.  13,  ’39 


SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS 

No.  10  (10)  

No.  11  (10)  

No.  12  (10)  

Series  18 

No.  1 (10) 

No.  2 (10) 

No.  3 (10) 

No.  4 (10) 

No.  5 (10) 


(Series  17) 
May  27,  ’38 

July  8 

....  July  29 

. . . .Sept.  16 

Oct.  14 

Nov.  20 

Dec.  15 

. .Jan.  6,  ’39 


SPECIAL 

The  New  Nation  (10) June  1 

Story  of  Czechoslovakia. 

.Iiingle  Babies  (10) June  1 

'I'HREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (..) Dec.  5 

Mutts  to  You  tl8) Oct.  14 

Three  Goofy  Gobs  (..) July  25 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(..)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Three  Missing  Links  (18)  . . . . July  29 
Violent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  11 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 
(..)  Jan.  6, ’39 

WORLD  IN  COLOR 
©l''riendly  Neighbors  (..)...  .June  1 

Views  of  Ontario. 

©Quebec  (10)  Nov.  18 


Educational 

(.Discributed  through  2Utli-i?oi> 


XKKKl-TOOJ^fii 

Devil  of  th©  Deep  (7)  . . . .Muy  27* '38 

iiJliziv  Kuiis  Agum  July  2U 

liere’»  to  UooU  Did  Juil  < . . > . . diuie  lU 

xUilk  for  Duby  ^7) July  5 

U’Jbeary'tt  Cow  <7> July  22 

i'he  iiidian  (7).. June  24 


TKKAStKlfi  CH15ST 

We  Dive  in  Two  Worlds  (. .)  . .July  22 
TWO 

(Juctus  Cubullerob  lib) j.>luy  27 

iiarry  unouuu  ana  Joey  ila>e,  ai- 
iliougu  scared  still;,  set  out  alter 
a McJkicaa  bandit  and  succeed  in 
capturing  him. 

iDtler  Dugs  t..> xMuy  20* '38 

Duaiier  West  and  Tom  i^aiiicuia  re- 
cover a stolen  bracelet  alter  they 
steal  a turkey. 

Furduu  My  Accident  (17)  . . . . June  iU 
Wiilie  Jdowara  takes  an  accident 
and  IS  mistaken  tor  a lamous  sur- 
geoo. 

vV umer  Dose  All  (..) June  17 

Dtiaries  ivemper  devotes  his  tune 
to  puzzle  contest  and  almost  loses 
hia  girl  because  he  signed  away 
the  prize  rights  lu  a cou- 

tesD 


M-G-M 

CKIJME  DOESN’T  PAY 

A Criminal  Is  Born  (21) June  25 

They’re  Always  Caught  (22)..aept.  3 
Scientific  crime  Uutectiun  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a iarge 


city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

Wrong  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

A Day  at  the  Beach  (10) . . . . June  25 

Buried  Treasure  (8) Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

iioutiuras  Hurricane  (..)...  .Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7)  Sept.  3 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8)  Aug.  6 

What  a Lion  (9)  July  16 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 


In  Technicolor 

Cairo— City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 
Czecho-Slovakla  ou  I'arade 

(9)  June  11 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)...  Oct.  29 
Madeira — Isle  ot  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Paris  on  Parade  (9) July  9 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9)...  Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  MYSTERIES 
OBravest  of  the  Brave  (11).. Aug.  6 
The  Man  on  the  Rock  (11)  ..  .Sept.  3 
Strange  Glory  (11) July  2 

MINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Men  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (..)  Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Handicap  (10) . . . .xVlay  28 
.Vliracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11)  ..  .Nov.  12 

Streamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

They  Live  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

Tracking  the  Sleeping  Death 

(10)  July  9 

Tupapao  (11)  June  11 

MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

It’s  in  the  Stars  (19) July  30 

Gay  coilege  yarn  with  Eleanor 

T.ynn,  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
Weston. 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Lightly  ( . . ) Dec.  31 


The  Magician’s  Daughter 

(18)  July  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 
Snow  Gets  lu  Your  Eyes  (20).MayT4 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Awful  Tooth,  The  (10) May  28 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Hide  and  Shriek  (11) June  18 

Little  Ranger  (10)  Aug.  6 

.Men  in  Fright  ( . . ) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10)  Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (7)  Dec.  17 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 
No.  1 (10)  Oct.  16 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 
OFisticufls  (9)  Aug.  27 


Marie  Baer  in  cute  white  trunks 
shows  what  to  and  not  to  do  in 


the  ring. 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

S,^Hot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  F'rlend  (10).. Nov.  19 

Penny’s  Picnic  (..) Dec.  17 

Story  of  Dr.  Carver  (10) June  IS 

Suri  Heroes  (tO) May  28 

ROBERT  BENCH LEY 
The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9)  Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 
yHow  to  Raise  a Baby  (9)...  July  2 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9) Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Huzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

-^y  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) Aug.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7)  Oct.  14 

Swing  School  (7)  May  27 

The  Lost  Kitten  (7) June  24 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
All’s  F'alr  at  the  Fair  (7)  . . . . Aug.  26 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Hunky  and  Spunky  (7) Juue  24 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7).. Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 

(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HEADIJNER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Busse  Ithythiu  (10)  Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 

Easy  on  the  Ice  (10) June  3 

Henry  King  and  his  orchestra  with 
Shirley  Foster. 

Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  ot  Cliarm  (10) . . . . Aug.  6 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

Queens  of  the  Air  (10) July  8 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra. 
Benay  Venuta,  Hollace  Shaw,  Jean 
Ellington.  Betty  Hutton  an<i  Nan 
Wynn. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

OFind  What’s  Wrong  (10) ..  June  17 
Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) . . . Sept.  2 
Three  old-time  films  re-edited  (or 
modem  audiences. 

Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 
Skiing  in  Sun  Valley.  Idaho. 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

All  about  raising  dogs  based  on 
the  information  supplied  by  expert 
Carl  Spitz. 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 


(9)  Oct.  14 

Rube  Goldberg,  in  person,  gives 
the  lowdown  on  the  Manhattan 
lowlifes. 

(^Silver  Millions  (10)  July  15 

Story  of  the  Alaskan  salmon  and 
their  spawning  habits. 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Aug.  12 

A special  arrangement  of  Wagner’s 
immortal  "Tanhaueser”  as  played 


by  the  National  Symphony  Orches- 
tra under  baton  of  Frederick  Feher. 
Unfinished  Symphony  (10) . . .Jan.  13 
Shubert’s  great  work  played  by  the 
National  Symphony  Orchestra. 


PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  H (10)  J(me  3 

Alpine  streams,  a visit  to  the 
Guadalupe  Islands,  and  vineyards 
of  California. 

No.  12  (10)  July  1 

Gigantic  farming — Streaming  scen- 
ery— a day  in  a deg’s  life. 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

Tropical  trophies;  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2 (10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3 (10)  Oet.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  (or  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  6 (9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 


POPEYE  CARTOONS 
Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7)  ....Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)  . . . .Dec.  30 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

1 Yam  Love  Sick  (8) May  20 

Mutiny  Ain’t  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

Plumbing  Is  a “Pipe”  (7)... June  17 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  5 (10)  May  13 

No.  6 (10)  July  8 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10) Jan.  6, ’39 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8).. July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

You  l.eave  Me  Breathless  (7)  .May  27 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  orchestra. 

GRAN'TLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Airhoppers  (10)  . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  in  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Horseshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  world’s  champion  horse- 
shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10)  Sept.  2 

Racing  Pigeons  (10)  Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  .Aug.  5 

Question  answers  in  the  field  of 
sport  supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Strike  (10)  June  17 

Not  baseball  but  a reel  about  fish- 
ing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  2o 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 


(In  Color) 

No.  6 (10)  June  10 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

yNo.  2 (10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CAKTOONS 

Brave  Little  TaUor  (9) Sept.  23 

Mickey  becomes  a giant  killer 
through  no  fault  of  his  own. 

Donald's  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  nephews  ruin  a pleasant 
golf  game. 

Donald's  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13,  *39 

Farmyard  Symphony  <8) Oct.  14 

Fun  in  an  old  world  farm  in  which 
the  highlight  Is  a duet  between  a 
rooster  and  a hen. 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Good  Scouts  (8)  July  8 

Donald  Duck  takes  his  nephews 
camping,  much  to  his  sorrow. 

Mer  Babies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey's  Parrot  (8)  Sept.  9 

A concealed  parrot  is  mistaken  for 
an  escaped  killer. 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Holly^vood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  Trappers  (8) June  17, '38 

Adventures  of  Donald  and  Goofy 
in  the  Arctic. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

Adventures  of  Donald  Duck  and 
Goofv  during  a fox  hunt. 

The  Whalers  (8)  Aiigr.  19 

A whaling  expedition  costs  Mickey, 
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Donald  and  the  Goof  their  boat. 
UQWjnken,  Bljnken  and  Nod 

(8)  May  21 

The  adventures  of  the  three 
youngsters  in  Eugene  Field’s  poem 
who  sail  through  the  sky  In  a 
wooden-shoe. 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 

Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Fool  Coverage  (16) July  16 

Kennedy’s  Castle  (17) May  28 

Edgar  brings  the  boss  and  the 
customers  home  to  play  poker 
when  the  wife  walks  In  with  her 
friends. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Picketing  for  Love  (17) June  3 

Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Joe  Morrison, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Jack  Carson  and 
Barbara  Bedford. 

Romancing  Along  (21)  Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (18) Oct.  21 

Ted  Flo  Rlto  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
celllno. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’38 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Major  Difficulties  (19)  Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

'I'he  Jitters  (19)  July  1 

The  wife’s  yen  for  dancing  sets 
Errol  off  on  a Jag  which  ends  In 
a rousing  finale. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1 (20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
"Heaven  on  the  Hudson.’’ 

No.  2 (18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3 (20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4 (19) Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

No.  10  (19)  May  13 

Racketeers  vs.  Housewives. 

ONo.  11  (17)  June  10 

A study  of  the  American  physician. 

No.  12  (17)  July  8 

Work,  training  and  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

No.  13  (19)  Aug.  6 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

ND-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  ( . . ) Dec.  23 

Oshlns  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mlda  and  The  Kldoodlers. 

Carnival  Show  (10)  June  24 

Clyde  Hager,  Jan  Peerce,  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10) July  15 

International  Rhythm  (10)...  June  3 
Roy  Smeck  and  his  Aloha  Island- 
ers, Ada  Brown,  Mara,  Princess 
Chlvo. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrlll,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer.  Marlon  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Reillys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10)  . . . .Sept.  2 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11) Nov.  26 

Mario  Cozzl,  Laura  Suarez,  Six 
Debonairs. 

PATHE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

(^No.  6 The  Count  of  Ten  (9)  June  17 
Development  of  the  Golden  Gloves. 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

’I'he  Photographer  (16)  ..  .June  17, ’38 
A candid  camera  bug  runs  Into 
difficulties  over  a picture. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 

Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  homo 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10)  Nov.  4 

Bit  and  Bridle  (10) May  13, ’38 

A trip  to  Aiken,  S.  C.,  haven  of 
horse  lovers  and  their  horse-s. 

Blue  Grass  (10)  Dec.  2 

i)I>«ep  End  (10)  Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  In  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 
Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) . . . .Sept.  19 
Fishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

Flying  Feathers  (9)  June  24 

Cnderwater  (9)  June  8 

New  underwater  sport  “goggle 


fishing"  and  some  water  polo 
scenes. 

RADIO  MCSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (10) Aug.  12 

±3eu  Alexauaer  aua  bauU,  Liea- 
uor  Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

KAk  WUlTLEk  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18) sept.  9 

Low  boy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18)  Dec.  16 

REEElsMS  iNew  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Dec.  9 

Newsreel  (!())  Dec.  9 

suomuriue  Lircus  (10) Sepi.  le 

Trans-America  (11)  Nov.  11 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  ( . . ) . Jan.  6, ’39 
I'limiug  Big  IhriUs  (..)...  .aept.  30 
Recuruiiig  liioderu  science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  muRGERSEN-SPUR'lS 

Tiio&uughbrcds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

W inter  Spurts  ( . . ) Dec.  9 

FASlllCiNS 

©Fashion  Forecasts  (11)  . . . .sept.  10 
Auiunin  styles. 

F’ashiun  Forecasts  (11) Nov.  11 

Winter  styles. 

FOA.  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LFiHR  AND  UlS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Buy  Should  Know 

(11)  sept.  2 

Vviiat  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(..)  Nov.  26 

W'liat  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  ( . . ) Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Ang.  5 

Isle  ul  Pleasure  (11) Dec.  23 

A trip  to  Cuba 

Lund  of  Contentment  (..)....  Oct.  14 
TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7)  Aug.  12 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

( . .)  Dec.  16 

Goose  FTies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

Housewife  Herman  (..) Nov.  18 

String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  26 

The  Glass  Sliiiper  ( 7 ) Oct.  7 

The  New  Comer  (..) Oct.  21 

'The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(..)  Jan.  13, ’39 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

( . . ) Nov.  4 

Village  Blacksmith  ( . . ) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 

United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oot.  1 

Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 

No.  48  ( 9)  Apr.  11.  '38 

No.  51  (10)  June  3 

No.  52  < 9)  June  27 

No.  53  (9)  

No.  64  (9)  Sept.  12 

No.  55  (9)  Oct.  3 

No.  66  (9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  (9)  Nov.  28 

No.  59  (9)  Jan,  16. '39 

MENTONE  PKODDCTIONS 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19V2) Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogene  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

lits  & Benefits  (19) July  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

High-Jack  'n  the  Show 

(17)  May  18, '38 

James  Barton,  Bea  Saxon,  The 
Three  Marshalls,  Starnes  Four- 
some. 

Music  and  Flowers  (19)  . . . .June  15 
Block  & Sully,  Peg  Leg  Bates, 
Koyal  Swedish  Bell  Ringers. 
Stearnes  & Anavan. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  . . . .Jan.  11,  '39 
Arthur  & Morton  Havel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Ghezzis. 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrlll, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 


Side  Show  Fakir  (17^  Oct.  12 

stars  and  Stripes  (13; July  6 

ii;a  iLiusi,  rtalpn  J-;umke,  Ada 
Brown  and  Bari  Freed's  ±iarruon- 
ica  Band. 

U»  W ALH  CAK 1 UUN  S 
A>aiu^uxii  liomeu  Aug.  i 

Ciicoac  \.»f  -A 

oiiiosi  Xuvkii  X'x'uiAca  v3/ oepi.  u 

nappy  dciFUla  \ip duxie  ;£U 

jjLuvie  A'lxuuey  iNcvv©  xuajr  dU 

f>euie,  Xiie  luuuui  C/Ui«)i'» 

nuugiiter  \,i}  June  O 

I'ixie  x^mid  ^ o oepi. 

uanoil  nuui  ^3)  nci.i3 

^suilur  Muuse  (7) No?.  7 

liAo  iiig  Cal  oxid  me  LilUe 
i.Viuu0ie  v,3)  Aug.  15 

WALTEU  LANTZ  CAltTCNES 

liahy  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Put  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, '39 

OiAunedieut  lUuuse  vO) Nuv.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)  . • . .Dec.  26 

I'lie  Cal  and  me  neii  lici*  3 

AiFo  J.'iuuieiu  CiiliU  (3)... May  16, '38 
I uuUuu  nixi'lexix  .duly  xo 

dlKAxNOmi  IXlAiN  IJICIAON 

oi  V dune  6 

V vp  dune  (HP 

x>u.  uo  xXug.  /HP 

ox  ^epi.  Id 

3>o.  uu  J.O 

X>u.  06  (y>  Nov.  21 

x>u.  57  id)  Dec.  5 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

CNIVEK&AL  NEVVO 
IteieaHsea  twice 


Vitaphone 

BRUADVVAV  HEADLINERS 
Pl'Kuuer  uf  svviug  I21)  . .Juan  If,  ’38 

BROADWAV  DREVllLEN 

Huts  uuU  Dogs  (..) Nov.  12 

MuiUor  With  Rosorvatioua 

(2U)  Bepl.  2* 

t'fio  ixuighl  is  Vouiig  viib)  . . . .Got.  29 

Fuylaua  Lusiuu  (21)  Get.  0 

fwo  ahauuws  (20)  Dot.  22 

Cleaniug  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Btardusl  (22)  Dec.  FU 

2.ei'u  Girl  (22)  oepl.  3 

COLUITIOLR  ADVENTURES 
The  Hermit  KiugUum  (..)..  .Aug.  27 
isles  uf  Euchauiment 

(fO)  Jufy  23,  ’38 

Luug  Hright  Laud  (fU) sept.  2u 

A trip  Lu  Now  Zoalaud. 

Mechauix  Illustrated  (fU)  . .Juue  4,  ’38 
lurudja  Laud  (10)  Apr.  30,  ’38 

'THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  senes) 

Cldua  'Today  (10)  Uct.  1 

Mechauix  Illustrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10)  Dec.  3 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

iiijuii  Trouble  (7) May  21, '38 

Porlty  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  In  WackyfanU  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7)  Nov.  20 

Porky  aud  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’8  Five  and  Ten  (7)  .Apr.  10,  '38 
I’orky’s  Naughty  Nephew (7)  . .Uct.  15 

Porky’s  Party  (7)  Juue  26 

Porky’s  Si>rliig  1‘lantlug  (7).. July  16 
Wholly  Smoke  (7)  Aug.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Clyde  I.ucas  and  Orchestra 

(10)  June  18,  ’38 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Don  itestor  and  Orchestra 

(10)  July  9,  ’38 

(11)  May  28,  ’38 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch  (..)....  Dec.  3 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ray  Klimey  and  His  Hawalians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30,  ’38 

MFIRRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  F’ella  (8)  Jui.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7)  Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Isle  uf  Plngo  Pungo  ( . . ) . May  28,  ’38 

Katnip  Kollege  (7) June  11, ’38 

Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Hontas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7).... Oct.  8 

Penguin  Parade  (7) Apr.  23, ’38 

The  Major  Lied  'Till  Dawn 

(..)  Aug.  13 

The  Night  Watchman  (7) . . . .Nov.  19 
F'reddie  Rich  and  Orchestra 


You’re  An  Education  (7) Nov.  6 

©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequenees  in  color) 

No.  10  (10)  June  4,  ’38 

Beavers — Polo — Woolens. 

No.  11  (10)  July  9,  ’38 

Bakellte — Greyhounds — Perfume. 

No.  12(..)  Aug.  13 

Hollywood-Sculllng-Furs. 

PRESEN  TA’TION  REVUES 

Rainbow’s  End  ( . .) July  2,  ’38 

Up  in  Lights  (..) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  20 

Q(2>Out  Where  the  Stars  Begin 

(tO)  May  28, ’38 

A young  dancer  makes  good 
through  the  aid  of  a makeup  man. 
With  Evelyn  Thawl,  Jeffrey  Lynn. 
Armlda,  Fritz  Feld  and  Charley 
Foy. 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . . . July  30,’38 

Mauch  Twins,  Kosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane.  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9)  Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 

My  Pop  (..)  July  16, ’38 

Stocks  and  Blondes  (20)  . .May  21. ’38 
VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

Rise  and  Sing  (21) June  26, ’38 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20)  ..  .Aug.  27 
Flfl  D’Orsay. 

VI'TAPHONB  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 

Juggling  Fool  (11) May  14, ’38 

Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10)  . . . . Aug.  6 
Louis  Prlma 

Robbin’  Good  (10)  Dec.  10 

'Table  Manners  (11)  Oct.  16 

'The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

Vitaphone  Capers  (10) . .June  18, ’38 
TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Dream  Comes  True 

(11)  June  4, ’38 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Fighting  Judge  (12) July  2 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  ( . . ) Dec.  10 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28, ’39 

15  chapters. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickuk  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue.  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island. . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22, ’38-39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crlmedom’s  most 
amazing  character  impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

16  Chapters  — Dick  Byrd  - Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The....  May  28 
12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart.  Montagu 
Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters:  Herman  Brix,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  Jane  6,  ’38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  (jib- 
son.  The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  5 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Wlthers- 
Catherlne  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life  as  the  de- 
tective who  matches  wits  with 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


^Uatlna  4jou5q 

* Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  Sl.OO.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


SAVE  MONEY  AT  S.O.S.  IN  1939.  EXIT 
BOXES,  $1.19,  DOUBLE  ROLL  TICKET 
HOLDERS,  $1.59,  Western  Electric  Port- 
able Screens  $29.95,  Crystal  Microphones, 
$9.95,  Tliumb  Tacks,  1,000,  79c.  Free  cat- 
alog mailed.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 

BARGAIN — Complete  sound  system  for 
small  theatre:  priced  for  quick  sale.  Box 
2076,  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


FOR  SALE — Two  Simplex  heads,  double 
bearing  movements,  completely  rebuilt. 
B-1062,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


COMPLETE  Mellaphone  Wide  Range 
sound  equipment  for  Simplex;  guaranteed 
as  new;  high  and  low  frequency  speakers. 
Latest  equipment,  $200.00.  Melba  Tlieatre, 
Houston,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — 250  spring  edge  bottom,  full 
upholstered  back,  reconditioned  theatre 
chairs,  like  new,  $3.60  each,  cash.  Wilbur 
Garnett,  Luray,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

TUNES,  INC. 

I2A6  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Oh!cago«  IIL 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

GET  YOUR  SHARE  OF  THESE  CHAIRS 
—TREMENDOUS  STOCK  OF  EXCEL- 
LENT USED  CHAIRS,  with  years  of  serv- 
ice left.  75c  up,  list  mailed.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

BE  WISE,  RE-CHAIR-IZE.  Thousands  of 
excellent  used  chairs  to  pick  from,  75c 
up.  Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


THEATRE  WANTED— Texas  or  Cali- 
fornia; must  have  possibilities;  with  or 
without  equipment.  1902  Speedway,  Wich- 
ita Falls,  Tex. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — Two  first-run  theatres,  16 
miles  apart.  Cash  deal.  See  Dr.  J.  F. 
Palensky,  Howells,  Neb. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 

16MM  SOF  features  and  shorts;  also 
16mm  movie  cameras  for  sale.  Want  tur- 
ret model  camera.  Movie  Service,  Wash- 
ington, Ind. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 


ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS — Experienced;  every  state; 
movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518  State 
Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

MANAGER,  now  employed;  desires  op- 
portunity to  better  himself  with  progres- 
sive concern;  experienced  booking,  exploi- 
tation, advertising,  stage  productions. 
B-1070,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


BOOKS 

FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues) . Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Also  con- 
tains space  for  the  filing  of  Boxoffice 
reviews  on  every  picture  released.  Order 
your  copy  today.  Write  Subscription  De- 
partment, Boxoffice,  4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


What  Do  You  Want? 

—TO  SELL  YOUR  THEATRE 
—TO  BUY  A THEATRE 
—A  JOB.  A POSITION  OPEN 
—TO  BUY  OR  SELL  EQUIPMENT 
—MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES 

Whatever  you  want — it  will  pay  you  to  advertise  your  needs  in 

THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER'*  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  oi  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE”  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSinCATION  WANTED: 


(Don't  forget  to  count  words  in  name  and  address  that  is  to  appear  in  the  ad). 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICK,  4704  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  pablication  date. 


BOXOFFICE  January  7,  1939 


'N 

..the  '''  , 12  193® 

FSovembei 


' 

,d  be  entitled  ''Gg^^. 

Jth  " Iced  in  Pd=®  h' 

lh^-^^;rnal  ^hicb  U^anc 

could  atlord^  J°  ^^ong  with  oux 

^d  wbat  .fojBOXOFFlGb-  ^j^d 

other  and  sen  a ^e  decided 

dsedpdo’"  the  price. 

3cord  Booh.  ide  sub 

, dVtiq  alone  v/as  rniaaie  ^ 

lered  our  subscripted  ^^^^on's 

®’"  r^aturally  ^®T  co®es  another 

te  Then,  unashed  o ^ ^^e  new 

^d  Kecord  Boo.  and  Gur 

^38 '39  season.  on  wewfflilglin 

,n  say , 


Urds^ 
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(Signed! 


i4n  Unsolicited  Letter 
That  Speaks  for  Itself. 


Demands  America 


STARRING 


GRANT  WITHERS  • CRAIG  REYNOLDS 

Directed  by  HOWARD  BRETHERTON  • Associate  Producer  WILLIAM  LACKEY 
Screen  play  by  HARVEY  GATES  • From  the  original  Cosmopolitan  Magazine 
ptory  by  STEVE  FISHER 
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GOV'T  EXTENDS  EAGLE  EYE  BEYOND  THEATRES  TO  EMBRACE  CLEARANCE 
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SCHEDULES  . . . AMERICANISM  NOTE  TAKES  ADDED  IMPETUS;  ALL  STUDIOS 


FOLLOWING  TREND  . . . 2,500,000  MOVIE  QUIZ  ANSWERS  STRIKE  A NEW  HIGH  IN 




NATIONAL  CONTESTS  . . . SIMPLIFICATION  OF  TRADE  PRACTICE  DRAFT  UNDER 

'■'mmmmm 


WAY  IN  NEW  YORK  ...  IS  PRODUCT  GOO  D OR  BAD?  BOXOFEICE  REVIEWS  TELL 


wr^ 


As  in  previous  years  Metro  • Goldwyn  - Mayer  lists  the 
annual  check-up  by  exhibitors  and  film  critics.  Many  of 
the  year-end  polls  are  completed.  Several  are  still  to  come. 
M-G-M,  the  "A**  Company,  remains  undisputed  leader. 


1- ALMOST  30%  OF  INDUSTRY’S  HITS  ARE  M-G-M! 

Box'office  Champions  selected  by  exhibitor  vote  in  QUIGLEY  PUBLICATIONS’  survey 
from  1930  to  1938  give  M-G-M  almost  30  per  cent, 46  out  of  166.  Nearest  competing 
company  has  27.  In  the  QUIGLEY  poll  of  the  past  year  M-G-M  again  leads  all  companies 
in  Box-office  Champions.  Of  12  monthly  Blue  Ribbon  Awards  by  BOX-OFFICE 
MAGAZINE  during  the  past  year  M-G-M  leads  all  companies  with  4.  Since  the  incep- 
tion of  the  Blue  Ribbon  Awards  M-G-M  has  won  23,  nearest  competitor  14.  M-G-M 
exceeds  all  companies  in  VARIETY’S  survey  of  Top  Picture  Grossers.  Likewise  in 
SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW  list  of  25  Best  Major  Productions  voted  by  exhibi- 
tors M-G-M  leads  with  7,  nearest  competitor  5.  A conclusive  analysis  of  Distributor’s 
Batting  Average  for  1938  conducted  by  NATIONAL  BOX-OFFICE  DIGEST  gives 
M-G-M  a rating  of  102  per  cent,  nearest  competitor  92  per  cent. 

2 - M-G-M  STARS  ARE  BOX-OFFICE  LEADERS! 

Out  of  12  All-American  Favorites,  M-G-M  leads  with  5 in  BOX-OFFICE  MAGAZINE’S 
Annual  Poll.  In  the  QUIGLEY  Poll  M-G-M  leads  with  5 out  of  the  first  7 Money- 
Making  Stars,  topping  all  companies.  In  SHOWMEN’S  TRADE  REVIEW  Annual 
Poll,  out  of  21  leading  Box-oflice  stars  M-G-M  heads  all  companies  with  7 top  money- 
makers. M-G-M  also  leads  VARIETY’S  Annual  Poll  of  greatest  money-making  stars 
(as  well  as  Top  Money  Directors). 


3- N.  Y.  CRITICS  PICK  M-G-M  FOR  YEAR’S  BEST  FILM! 

THE  CRITIC’S  CIRCLE,  composed  of  all  New  York’s  famed  motion  picture  critics,  have 
selected  “The  Citadel’’  as  the  Best  Picture  of  1938.  This  group  also  selected  Margaret 
Sullavan  for  the  year’s  best  performance  by  an  actress. 

4 - M-G-M  AGAIN  TOPS  FILM  DAILY’S  TEN  BEST  LIST! 

The  annual  FILM  DAILY  poll  of  hundreds  of  film  critics  throughout  America  gives 
M-G-M  another  victory  this  year  with  4 out  of  “The  Ten  Best  Pictures.’’  {"Citadel^ 
‘‘Boys  Town,”  “Marie  Antoinette,”  “Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy”).  As  we  go  to  press  M-G-M 
has  more  winners  on  individual  nationwide  published  lists  of  Film  Critics’  “Ten  Best 
Pictures  of  the  Year’’  than  any  other  company. 

5- WATCH  ''PYGMALION''! 

Imagine!  Out  of  9 New  York  newspapers,  8 critics  placed  M-G-M’s  “Pygmalion”  on 
their  lists  of  “The  Year’s  Ten  Best.” 


And  the  future  for  M-G-M  Showmen  is  very  bright! 
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THE  FOG  LIFTS  OVER  HOLLYWOOD 


Here  we  go  again,  astride  one  of  our  most  per- 
sistent arguments:  The  need  for  the  industry  to 
transmute  its  awareness  of  events  transpiring  around  it 
into  terms  of  its  product. 

Not  all  of  its  product,  of  course.  Not  any  of  its  product 
in  propaganda  form,  but  always  comfortably,  and  adroit- 
ly, within  the  accepted  framework  of  the  entertainment 
formula.  We  think  there  is  no  escape  from  it,  now  or 
ultimately.  And  it  begins  to  look  further  and  faster  a 
case  of  now,  not  then. 

Take  a look,  or  to  make  it  easier,  let  us  bring  the 
scene  to  you  once  more,  with  additions: 

To  double  back,  there  is  the  Committee  of  56,  made 
up  of  great  and  near-great  Hollywood  personalities, 
banded  together  in  a collective  eflort  to  inauce  an  olti- 
cial  economic  break  between  this  country  and  Germany. 
Signatories,  significantly  and  os  you  have  no  douPt 
read,  include  Harry  and  Jack  Warner  and  Joseph  M. 
Schenck.  Sub-committees  in  New  York  and  in  many 
more  major  cities.  Newsreel  clips  recording  the  event. 
Petitions  organizing  for  public  support.  The  President, 
addressing  Congress  in  his  annual  message,  and  ac- 
cording to  sober  Washington  political  appraisal,  inti- 
mating a possible  severance  of  commercial  relations  with 
aggressor  totalitarian  nations  without  specific  mention 
of  name. 

Charles  Chaplin  daring  "The  Dictator.”  Warner  dar- 
ing “Concentration  Camp"  and  "Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy."  Other  studios  rushing  a young  avalanche  of  melo- 
dramas dealing  with  espionage,  sabotage,  spy  activities 
and  very  circumspectly  veiling  the  very  palpable  allusion 
to  German- American  bunds  and  Nazi  agents. 

Pathe  News  turning  H.  V.  Kaltenborn  and  his  estab- 
lished opposition  to  dictator  political  philosophies  loose 
on  a news  review  of  the  year.  Paramount  doing  a fine, 
upright  job  in  expounding  the  fundamental  guarantees 
assured  under  the  Bill  of  Rights  with  the  Fuehrers  and 
the  Duces  taking  it  on  the  chin  by  direct  and  deadly 
comparison. 

Now,  in  Hollywood,  it's  Americanism  on  the  screen 
as  the  answer  to  all  the  other  "isms."  The  Jack  of  War- 
ners says  so.  The  Schenck  of  20th  Century-Fox  backs 
him  up.  The  others  saying  nothing,  but  making  no 
difference  anyway.  Their  studios  and  how  they  are 
heading  supply  the  answer  to  that. 


Stories  that  sweepingly  portray  the  development  of 
the  nation — in  railroads,  in  oil,  in  agriculture.  Stories 
that  emphasize  the  effectiveness  of  the  service  arms — 
the  army,  the  navy,  the  marines — with  the  obvious 
warning  clearly  implied.  Stories  that  focalize  on  the 
United  States  as  a land  of  opportunity  and,  by  indirect 
comparison,  making  it  clear  you  can't  do  in  the  author- 
itarian states  what  has  been  done  here. 

This  is  exciting  stuff.  It  can  drive  home  to  American 
audiences  what  a free  country  has  meant,  does  mean 
and  con  continue  to  mean  so  long  as  it  stays  free. 

If  this  new  industry  policy  is  effectively  and  saga- 
ciously applied  and  heavy-handedness  kept  out,  it  will 
mean  implanting  a tremendously  significant  message  in 
the  minds  of  untold  millions  of  others  around  the  world. 
It  can  easily  furnish  an  incalculably  valuable  means  of 
fighting  Nazi  doctrines  which,  by  presidential  and  cabi- 
net utterance,  have  been  stamped  with  disapproval  as, 
at  the  same  time,  they  worn  that  this  nation  proposes 
to  resist  their  growth. 

Thus  and  by  one  decision,  the  industry  refashions  its 
own  ideology  and  takes  a seven-league  stride  toward 
that  matured  growth  which  must  be  its  final  destiny. 
The  glories  of  the  country  have  been  sung  on  celluloid 
before;  any  quick  scanning  of  the  product  of  other  years 
points  this  up  quickly  and  clearly.  This  time,  however, 
is  different.  It  is  different  in  that,  consciously  or  other- 
wise and  we  say  it  is  conscious,  the  heads  of  the  in- 
dustry, influenced  by  the  shape  of  things  as  they  are, 
not  to  come,  understand  much  of  the  fight  that  is  on  their 
hands  and  on  all  right-thinking  hands  as  well. 

They  have  galvanized  themselves  into  essential  action 
in  recognition  of  the  black  spots  on  the  globe,  here  and 
growing,  and  because  they  have  an  understanding  of 
how  sternly  the  fight  to  halt,  if  not  eliminate,  those  spots 
must  be  pursued  if  free  government,  free  peoples  and 
all  that  goes  with  both  are  not  to  be  engulfed. 

They  have,  therefore,  ordered  Hollywood  to  lift  the 
fog  and  the  blanket  is  being  shaken  out. 

Do  not  dismiss  it  lightly.  Here  is  significance  of  the 
first  water  and  about  time,  too. 


GOVT  EXTENDS  EAGLE  EYE  BEYOND  THEATRES 
TO  EMBRACE  CLEARANCES;  MAJORS  CONFORM 

Independents'  Protection  PrOSeCUtOT  WUHamS  StepS 
Plaints  Can  Be  Aired  n r ni  n 

Before  Local  Board  IlltO  Prefect-SkoUraS  ScrOp 


New  York  — Changes  in  prevailing 
clearances,  in  addition  to  negotiations  and 
acquisitions  of  new  sites  and  theatres,  are 
being  closely  watched  by  the  government 
in  connection  with  the  pending  anti-trust 
suit,  Boxoffice  learns. 

At  the  preliminary  meetings  with  var- 
ious exhibitor  organizations  on  trade 
practices,  distributor  representatives  ad- 
vised the  negotiating  committees  there 
would  be  no  changes  in  current  clearance 
schedules.  However,  where  independent 
exhibitors  object  to  the  protection  sys- 
tem as  now  set  up,  they  will  have  the 
right  to  go  before  local  conciliation  and 
arbitration  boards  and  air  their  prob- 
lems, according  to  provisions  of  the  trade 
practice  agreement  which  has  yet  to  be 
approved. 

When  Loew’s  acquired  an  interest  in 
the  Criterion  on  Broadway  some  months 
ago,  Arnold  sought  an  explanation  with 
the  result  that  J.  Robert  Rubin,  general 
counsel  for  M-G-M,  explained  Loew’s 
views  in  the  matter.  Robert  W.  Perkins, 
general  counsel  for  Warner,  met  a similar 
experience  with  Arnold  when  the  circuit 
opened  the  new  Lane  in  Philadelphia. 

Refrain  From  Expanding 

Meanwhile,  all  major  circuits  have 
agreed  to  hold  down  new  acquisitions  to  a 
minimum.  They  have  established  the  fact 
that  in  some  situations  they  view  it  as  a 
necessity  to  add  to  their  holdings  in  order 
to  protect  present  properties.  In  such  in- 
stances, however,  a report  will  be  made  to 
Arnold  in  which  will  be  included  whatever 
changes  are  made  in  clearances  schedules 
as  they  apply  to  subsequent  run  operators. 

Counsel  for  major  companies  see  no  pos- 
sibility of  the  anti-trust  suit  going  to  trial 
until  1940,  as  exclusively  reported  in  Box- 
office  several  months  ago.  The  contention 
is  the  bill  of  complaint  is  too  vague  as  to 
the  direct  charges  of  which  the  defendants 
are  accused.  If  the  applications  for  bills 
of  particulars  are  granted,  it  is  stated,  it 
will  take  more  than  six  months  to  investi- 
gate each  situation  involved  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s complaint.  This  will  entail  sur- 
veys not  only  of  the  current  situation  but 
also  years  back  so  that  a complete  pic- 
ture will  be  available  for  the  defense. 

If,  however.  Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  does  not  grant  the  applications,  the 
job  of  film  company  attorneys  and  in- 
vestigators will  be  greater.  So  much  so, 
that  it  is  doubted  whether  a workmanlike 
analysis  can  be  completed  in  a year. 

Questionnaires  have  been  sent  out  by  all 
circuits  covering  every  vital  point  included 
in  the  government’s  complaint.  Most  of 
the  answers  have  been  returned  and  have 
yet  to  be  analyzed.  This  will  take  months, 
despite  the  fact  the  services  of  additional 


Arnold  111:  Delays 
Theatre  Reports 

Washington  — Illness  of  Thurman 
Arnold,  anti-trust  division  head  of  the 
department  of  justice,  has  delayed  the 
final  draft  ef  the  form  letter  which  the 
department  will  ask  the  major  circuits 
to  use  in  reporting  their  activities  in 
the  theatre  field.  This  will  embrace 
changes  in  clearance  negotiations  for 
new  theatre  sites  and  dealings  for  ad- 
ditional houses. 

No  Expansion  Plans 
For  Fox  West  Coast 

New  York — While  the  government  anti- 
trust suit  is  pending.  Fox  West  Coast 
has  no  intention  of  branching  further, 
Charles  P.  Skouras  told  Boxoffice  in  an 
interview  aboard  the  Conte  di  Savoia  just 
before  it  sailed. 

Ai'ch  M.  Bowles,  division  head,  and 
Charles  Buckley,  legal  head  and  assistant 
to  Skouras,  are  in  charge  of  the  circuit 
while  its  operating  head  is  vacationing 
abroad. 

All  of  the  circuit’s  196  houses  in  north- 
ern and  southern  California  are  open, 
Skouras  stated.  Business  is  good  and  “we 
expect  a terrific  first  quarter,”  he  added. 
“A  lot  of  good  pictures  are  coming 
through,”  Skouras  continued  as  he  stated 
the  outlook  is  bright. 

Skouras,  his  wife  and  daughter,  Margie, 
will  spend  several  days  in  Italy  and  also 
will  visit  France,  England,  Belgium,  Greece 
and  maybe  Austria.  They  will  be  back 
in  eight  weeks. 


Skouras  Met  Theatres 
Off,  Says  George 

New  York — Unlike  his  brother,  Charles, 
George  Skouras,  operating  head  of  Skou- 
ras Theatres  in  the  metropolitan  area  here 
states  business  is  off  25  per  cent  and 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s  the  worst  since 
he  came  east. 


lawyers,  clerks  and  other  help  have  been 
engaged.  Each  individual  account  of  the 
major  companies  is  being  studied  as  deals 
were  made  year  by  year.  This  also  is  a 
gargantuan  task. 


New  York — Paul  Williams,  who  will 
prosecute  the  government’s  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  major  companies,  has  injected 
himself  into  the  local  clearance  dispute 
between  Prefect  Theatres  and  the  Skouras 
circuit. 

Williams  and  Edward  J.  Peskay  spent  16 
hours  in  fom’  days  questioning  George 
Skouras  on  the  Port  Chester  and  Green- 
wich, Conn.,  protection  wrangle.  The  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  Skouras’  offices 
the  past  few  weeks. 

Skouras  was  asked  about  clearances  in 
Greater  New  York  and  stated  the  sched- 
ule was  set  up  by  the  Film  Board  many 
years  ago.  He  also  was  asked  about  his 
60  theatres  and  about  the  number  of 
houses  and  clearances  by  the  various  ma- 
jor circuits  operating  in  this  territory. 

Peskay  for  some  time  has  held  he  is  not 
interested  in  Prefect  since  he  turned  his 
10  theatres  over  to  William  Brown  and 
Clarence  D.  Lowe.  His  presence  at  the 
Skouras  meetings  with  Williams  definitely 
indicates  he  still  has  a substantial  interest 
in  the  houses. 

Skouras  contends  the  Pickwick  at  Green- 
wich is  not  a competitor  to  his  two  Port 
Chester  houses  and  not  until  or  unless 
the  government  proclaims  that  the  towns 
are  competitive  will  he  give  up  his  clear- 
ances. 

Meanwhile,  Willard  C.  McKay,  who  has 
been  retained  by  Peskay,  has  been  con- 
ferring with  Cummings  & Lockwood  with 
the  intention  of  filing  an  anti-trust  suit 
in  New  Haven  or  Hartford  against  Skouras 
and  major  distributors.  Homer  S.  Cum- 
mings, who  recently  retired  as  attorney 
general,  is  a partner  in  the  legal  firm. 
Whether  the  government  will  file  a suit 
independently  of  the  action  planned  by 
McKay  is  not  known  yet,  but  early  develop- 
ments are  expected. 

The  suit  looms  as  important  locally  as 
the  recent  government  action  against  B&K 
for  alleged  violation  of  two  consent  decrees. 

Skouras  says  “there  is  nothing  to  settle,” 
while  Brown  has  already  threatened  to 
close  down  the  Pickwick  if  he  does  not  get 
relief. 


No  Trust  View  Change 
Seen  Under  Murphy 

Washington — No  change  in  department 
of  justice  attitude  on  monopoly  is  expect- 
ed to  follow  the  appointment  of  ex-Gover- 
nor  Frank  Murphy  of  Michigan  to  succeed 
Homer  Cummings  as  attorney  general. 

The  department’s  present  policy  with 
respect  to  the  anti-trust  laws  represents 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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A,  B,  C,  LANGUAGE  FOR  TRADE  PACT  IS  ASSURED; 
FURTHER  CONCESSIONS  FROM  MAJORS  DOUBTFUL 


Paramount  to  Go  for  Plan 
Even  If  Exhibitors  Do  Not 


New  York  and  Washington 
Meeting  Will  Bring  Up 
Further  Suggestions 


St.  Louis — Paramount  will  conform  to 
the  term  of  the  final  trade  practice  agree- 
ment whether  exhibitors  “go  for”  the  plan 
or  not,  division  and  district  managers  and 
home  office  executives  were  told  at  the 
two-day  mid-winter  sales  session  at  the 
Coronado.  The  general  impression  pre- 
vails here  that  no  changes  from  the  origi- 
nal memorandum  will  be  made  except  to 
simplify  the  language  at  the  distributor- 
exhibitor  conferences  in  New  York  and 
Washington. 

It  is  reported  here  certain  other  major 
companies  will  begin  selling  next  season’s 
product  shortly  on  a basis  outlined  in  the 
16-point  plan  and  that,  therefore,  it  is 
only  “natural”  for  Paramount  to  fall  in 
line.  Executives  of  Paramoimt,  gathered 
here  for  the  weekend  sales  palavers,  would 
not  discuss  the  trade  practice  angle  fur- 
ther than  admit  “we  are  going  along  with 
it.” 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales  manager; 
Milt  Kusell,  eastern  district  manager,  and 
Robert  M.  Gillham,  publicity  and  adver- 
tising head,  flew  to  Chicago  after  the  ses- 
sions and  from  there  continued  their  jour- 
ney by  train. 

There  is  a possibility  the  company  may 
cut  its  short  subject  program  next  season. 
Plans  along  these  lines  are  being  discussed, 
but  no  definite  word  will  be  forthcoming, 
it  is  stated,  until  after  Y.  Frank  Freeman 


confers  with  Barney  Balaban,  Agnew  and 
other  home  office  executives  over  the 
weekend  in  New  York.  Freeman  arrived  in 
the  east  Friday  and  is  said  to  be  plan- 
ning to  return  to  the  coast  Monday  or 
Tuesday. 

All  of  Paramount’s  schedule  will  be  re- 
leased this  season.  The  company  plans 
52  to  58  features  next  season  with  “Beau 
Geste”  probably  the  first  release  about 
Labor  Day. 

No  name  has  yet  been  agreed  upon  for 
the  new  three-month  sales  drive  which 
opens  March  1.  Within  the  next  few 
weeks,  Charles  Reagan,  Oscar  Morgan  and 
J.  J.  Unger  will  make  complete  tours  of 
exchanges  under  their  supervision  ac- 
companied by  district  managers  in  the 
various  territories.  These  men  will  meet 
with  branch  managers  and  salesmen  at 
local  exchanges  and  outline  the  general 
sales  topics  discussed  at  the  Coronado. 

“America’s  taste  in  screen  entertain- 
ment,” Agnew  stated,  “has  concentrated 
itself  on  fast  action  and  romantic  dramas 
against  colorful  backgrounds  and  with  hu- 
man down-to-earth  emotions  and  comedy 
and  our  company  has  tailored  its  1939 
program  to  fit  these  demands.” 

Among  those  who  attended  the  meetings 
here  were  Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising 
head;  Harry  Sherman,  producer  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  18) 


New  York — Every  effort  is  being  made 
by  attorneys  for  the  major  distributors  to 
simplify  the  language  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice draft  so  that  all  in  the  industry  may 
understand  it.  One  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Hays  office  early  in  the  week  and  lit- 
tle was  accomplished  in  net  result  after 
the  lawyers  got  through.  Another  meet- 
ing will  be  held,  but  the  date  is  yet  to  be 
set. 

No  radical  changes  are  contemplated  in 
intent,  the  concentration  to  be  directed 
toward  revising  the  language  for  simpli- 
fication purposes,  one  leading  attorney 
informs  Boxoffice.  He  said,  in  explana- 
tion, 

“When  lawyers  get  together  and  draft  a 
memorandum  it  is  usually  written  in  legal 
form  so  that  lawyers  can  understand  it. 
However,  our  job  now  is  to  take  the  draft 
and  simplify  it  so  that  exhibitors  and 
everyone  else  can  understand  it.” 

Much  has  yet  to  be  re-written  before 
the  draft  is  completely  simplified,  it  is 
learned.  The  lawyers  had  before  them 
38  pages  of  typewritten  matter  to  work 
on  at  the  initial  Hays  meeting  and  no 
more  than  five  pages  were  cleaned  up  be- 
fore the  first  conclave  ended. 

At  a two-day  meeting  with  independent 
exhibitor  groups,  S.  R.  Kent  did  most  of 
the  explaining  of  the  draft  clauses,  with 
George  J.  Schaefer  and  William  F.  Rodgers 
assisting.  I.  Levinson,  Warner  attorney, 
handled  the  arbitration  phases,  stating 
that  the  distributors  would  like  to  do 
more,  but  the  government  prevents  it. 
Certain  clauses  were  trimmed  of  meaning- 
less wordage,  but  the  intent  of  the  pro- 
visions remains  unchanged. 

With  A.  A.  Galston  and  Robert  Poole 
of  the  ITO  of  Southern  California  arriv- 
ing from  Los  Angeles  Tuesday,  the  arbi- 
tration board  setup  will  be  discussed.  Leo 
Brecher  of  the  ITOA  of  New  York  is  act- 
ing as  the  spokesman  of  unaffiliated  units. 
No  units  are  accepting  the  new  interpreta- 
tion as  final  until  the  organizations  meet 
later  and  decide  a course  of  action. 

With  the  ITOA  and  other  independent 
exhibitor  organizations  and  the  MPTOA 
committes  meeting  with  Kent  and  Rod- 
gers, and  their  committees,  during  the 
week,  it  is  learned  that  not  much  can  be 
done  by  the  attorneys  until  after  the  Al- 
lied-distributor committee  meeting  in 
Washington  Monday. 

Principally,  the  resumed  meetings  with 
exhibitor  negotiating  committees  are  to 
sound  out  theatre  interests  on  their  views, 
both  as  to  content  and  language  of  the 
first  draft.  As  soon  as  this  analysis  is 
made,  the  thoughts  will  be  relayed  to  dis- 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


This  Pointed  the  Direction 


New  York — How  BOXOFFICE  designated  the  way  toward  simplification 
of  the  language  of  the  proposed  trade  practice  agreement,  a task  now  being 
undertaken  here,  is  demonstrated  by  the  following  extracts  re-published 
from  an  editorial,  "One  Gift  to  Cover  Thousands"  from  the  issue  of  Decem- 
ber 24: 

"The  document  is  submerged,  if  not  buried,  in  legal  phraseology. 

It  so  definitely  bears  the  imprint  of  lawyer  authorship  and,  throughout 
its  length,  is  so  steeped  in  technically  cautious  terms  that  the  man  in  the 
theatre  is  having  a whale  of  a time  figuring  it  out.  Either  that,  or  like 
his  standard  exhibition  contract,  he  has  given  it  up  as  something  be- 
yond his  easy  understanding. 

"This  is  creating  a very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  It  augurs 
delays,  if  not  trouble,  and  it  suggests  difficulties  to  come  because  the 
ronk-and-liler  may  believe,  or  may  be  led  to  believe,  he  is  heading  for 
something  not  intended. 

"Why  not  revert  to  the  primer  days  to  explain  in  simple,  non-fancy 
language  what  each  clause  proposes? 

"This  is  a mass  proposal  and  the  masses,  certainly,  ought  to  have 
outlined  for  them  what  the  drumfire  is  to  sound  off  about. 

"This,  then,  is  the  holiday  gift  BOXOFFICE  proposes — for  the  exhi- 
bitor— a one-syllable  exposition  of  what  the  design  would  mean,  how 
it  would  work,  and  why.  With  examples  to  prove  the  arithmetic." 
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The  ancient  custom  of  sawing 
wood,  not  always  observed  in 
this  business,  is  being  followed  with 
no  detours  at  Republic  these  first 
flush  days  of  1939. 

There,  a job  has  been  done  and 
continues  to  be  done  without  bene- 
fit of  press  agents'  frothings.  There, 
they  make  'em,  they  advertise  'em 
and  how  they're  selling  'em!  Jimmy 
Grainger,  now  a film  company  pres- 
ident just  like  the  others,  is  the  pivot, 
quickly  discernible,  around  which 
this  considerable  activity  swings. 
He's  beaten  it  up  and  down  the 
country  a complete  once  since  he 
stepped  into  his  present  title  last 
June  and  now  he  is  back  in  New 
York,  making  it  twice  in  about  six 
months. 

Grainger  may  be  the  president, 
but  he  is  also  the  constant  film  ped- 
dler, less  restless  when  he's  hitting 
the  rails  than  when  behind  a desk 
and  quite  content  to  constantly 
see  what  goes  on  out  on  the  firing 
line  where.  New  York  or  Hollywood 
notwithstanding,  a nice,  big  hunk  of 
the  picture  business  can  be  found. 
Any  time  anybody  wants  to  bother 
to  look. 

The  consequences  of  the  early 
phases  of  the  Grainger  regime  are 
several-fold.  For  one  thing,  circuit 
deals,  whether  affiliated  or  not,  are 
in  excellent  shape  and  excellent,  if 
you  will,  is  the  exact  adjective  to 
supply  the  linotypes.  For  another. 
Republic's  current  gross  has  turned 
class-conscious  and  no  longer  de- 
signs to  place  itself  on  speaking 
terms  with  its  predecessor. 

That's  how  it  is  in  that  direction 
these  days  and  we  won't  be  ap- 
preciated at  all  for  pointing  it  out. 

He's  Back  Again 

This  columnist's  favorite  column- 
ist, a writing  stripling  by  the  name 
of  Ed  Sullivan,  has  his  fingers  on  the 
typewriter  keys  once  more.  In  his 
"Hollywood"  column,  appearing  in 
New  York  in  the  Daily  News  and 
syndicated  here  and  there  around 
the  country,  he  ups  with: 

"At  the  time  that  the  movies 
launched  the  $250,000  greater  movie 
parade,  I believe  that  this  depart- 
ment was  the  only  one  who  scoffed 
at  it  out  loud  . . . My  irreverance 
stirred  the  trade  papers  to  a literal 
frenzy  . . . Red  Kann,  editor  of  BOX- 
OFFICE,  in  an  editorial,  screamed 
for  the  heavens  to  discharge  bolts  of 
lightning  on  my  head,  his  wrath 


being  fueled  by  the  naive  assump- 
tion that,  inasmuch  as  Hollywood 
was  giving  me  a living,  I should  not 
bite  the  hand  that  was  feeding  me 
. . . I've  never  heard  such  a novel 
defense  of  subsidy  . . . Well,  the 
greater  movie  contest  has  ended 
and  the  trade  papers  now  admit 
that  the  costly  foolishness  has  been 
an  outright  flop." 

Now,  and  in  something  resem- 
bling order: 

1.  — Sullivan's  "irreverance"  did 
not  stir  the  trade  papers  to  a literal 
frenzy.  It  stirred  this  trade  paper 
into  remarking  how  unfortunate  it 
was  that  a costly  venture  should  be 
endangered  when  it  was  less  than 
a month  old  and  thus  unproven 
merely  for  the  sake  of  a single  para- 
graph of  chatter.  Sullivan  couldn't 
get  away  with  that  sort  of  thing  if 
the  same  scheme,  or  a similar 
scheme,  had  been  undertaken  by  all 
of  the  department  stores  in  New 
York.  The  business  department  on 
the  News  would  have  turned  editor 
long  enough  to  see  that  the  blue 
pencil,  or  whatever  the  color,  got 
in  its  deleting.  But  films,  of  course, 
are  different,  as  always.  Anyhow, 
if  Sullivan  wants  to  think  in  terms 
of  all  trade  papers  when  he  thinks 
about  BOXOFFICE,  who  are  we  to 
turn  down  the  compliment? 

2.  — Trade  papers  admit  the  con- 
test is  a flop,  he  continues.  What 
trade  papers  and,  if  he  means  that 
the  two  which  have  cracked  the 
drive  represent  the  rest,  then  he  in- 
cludes us  out,  thereby  removes  the 
earlier  compliment  and  gives  us  a 
cause  for  chagrin  which  we  are  not 
experiencing. 

BOXOFFICE  has  had  an  occa- 
sional dart  to  throw  at  the  cam- 
paign, its  chief  javelin  dealing  with 
the  refusal  of  the  circuits,  blessed 
with  more  protection  than  they  rate, 
to  give  up  some  of  it  so  that  all  ex- 
hibitors enrolled  in  the  drive  might 
have  the  opportunity  to  play  the  re- 
quired number  of  quiz  pictures. 
Thereby  all  of  the  public  who  may 
have  been  interested  might  have 
seen  the  full  list  of  required  pictures 
regardless  of  size  of  theatre,  location 
and  clearance  schedules. 

N.  L.  Nathanson  did  it  over  the 
Famous  Players  Canadian  circuit 
and,  it  is  still  maintained,  the  major 
chains  could  have,  and  should  have, 
done  it  here.  But  this  observation 
was  at  least  meant  for,  and  kept 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Broadway  Business... 

ffi' 


Paramount  now 
has  two  important 
pictures  taking 
that  toughest  of 
all  consumer-tests 
...  a Broadway 
run.  And  both  are  coming  through 
like  the  proverbial  million  bucks. 
“The  Beachcomber”  starring 
Charles  Laughton  with  Elsa  Lan- 
chester  is  banging  merrily  through 
its  fourth  week  at  the  Rivoli  The- 
atre with  plenty  of  business  at  the 
box-office. 

At  the  New  York 
Paramount  Clau- 
dette Colbert  in 
“Zaza”  with  Her- 
bert Marshall  as 
co-star  has  the  boys  plenty  happy. 
Opening  day  made  one  of  the  sea- 
son’s top  totals  with  plenty  of  busi- 
ness on  the  first  week  to  prove  this 
is  a builder.  Note:  New  York  Par- 
amount used  advertising  approach 
recommended  in  press  book  and 
same  type  ads. 


Society  Note  . . . 


With  Cafe  Society  in  the  headlines 
more  and  more  every  day  as  this 
newest  American  400  grabs  the 
limelight,  we  cannot  urge  exhibi- 
tors too  strongly  to  tie  in  locally  by 
building  some  Cafe  Society  gags  in 
your  own  town.  For,  as  you  know 
Paramount’s  “Cafe  Society”  is  in 
the  cutting  room  now.  And  it’s  a 
honey.  Madeleine  Carroll,  by  the 
way,  who  co-stars  with  Fred 
MacMurray  in  the  picture  whirled 
through  New  York  a few  days  ago 
on  her  way  to  France  for  a vaca- 
tion trip  and  pushed  New  York’s 
own  Cafe  Society  out  of  the  news . . . 
the  press  camera  lads  were  too 
busy  grabbing  shots  of  Paramount’s 
lovely  Madeleine. 


/o 


"It’s  A Honey". . . 


Frank  Freeman  saw  first  complete 
print  of  “St.  Louis  Blues”  the  other 
night  and  rushed  for  a telephone 
to  call  Barney  Balaban  in  New 
York  and  tell  him  the  good  news. 
“Tell  the  boys  in  the  field  ‘St.  Louis 
Blues’  is  a honey,”  he  said,  “it  has 
everything  a theatre  could  ask  for.” 

Hoover  Picture 
On  The  Way . . . 


Harold  Hurley  is  hurrying  the  first 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  (F.B.I.  Chief)  pic- 
ture, “Persons  in  Hiding”  into  the 
cans  and  ready  for  delivery.  And 
has  he  got  something!  Exploitation 
dynamite  in  billing  alone,  what 
with  J.  Edgar  Hoover’s  own  mon- 
icker on  the  marquee,  this  picture 
has  plenty  of  real  box-office  value 
in  its  own  right.  The  story  of 
Machine  Gun  Kelly  and  the  girl 
who  helped  him  become  the  No.  I 
Public  Enemy  of  his  day,  this  yarn 
has  been  given  a production  worthy 
its  merit.  So  get  ready  for  this  one. 
It’s  as  big  as  you  make  it. 


She’ll  Be 


The  leading  lady  of  your  family  will 
be  wearing  copper  this  Spring.  Not 
a gag  or  a threat  but  a simple  state- 
ment of  fact.  For  the  fashion  scouts 
got  themselves  an  idea  when  they 
saw  Claudette  Colbert  on  the  set  of 
Paramount’s  forthcoming  “Mid- 
night.” The  sun  was  shining  on 
Claudette’s  hair  and  making  it  a 
thrilling  shade  which  these  style 
scouts  promptly  labelled  Colbert 
Copper.  Already  manufacturers 
are  busy  creating  dresses,  hosiery 
and  bathing  suits  in  this  newest 
of  style  sensations... style  starts  at 
Paramount. 


PARAMOUNT 


UHM-M-M-M!... 


Think  of  exotic  flowers  . . . orchids 
maybe  . . , think  of  some  rare  per- 
fume . . . think  of  moonlit  nights 
and  soft  music  playing  . . . excuse 
the  fancy  stuff  . . . but  we’ve  just 
had  the  thrilling  privilege  of  seeing 
the  rushes  on  “Hotel  Imperial”. . . 
which  means  we’ve  seen  Isa 
Miranda.  Who’s  Isa  Miranda? 
Listen,  she’s  an  exotic  flower... an 
orchid-r. .a.rare  perfume... she’s.. . 
well . . . you  get  the  idea  . . . and  so 
will  your  audiences  when  they  first 
see  Paramount’s  newest  contribu- 
tion to  the  glamour  of  life  . . . Miss 
Isa  Miranda.  A star  in  her  owpi 
right  and  a great  star  in  continen- 
tal pictures.  Paramount  brought 
her  to  this  country  a year  ago.  She’s 
been  learning  English... or  rather 
American... and  boy,  can  she  toss 
it  now.  And  does  she  screen?  The 
publicity  department  is  working 
out  plenty  of  tricks  to  make  America 
Miranda  conscious  . . . but  when 
Isa  kisses  Ray  Milland  in  “Hotel 
Imperial”  we  don’t  need  to  worry 
about  America  being  Miranda  con- 
scious. She’s  exotic  flowers  . . . 
orchids  . . . she’s  a rare  perfume . . . 
she’s . . . wait’ll  you  see  her. 


AMERICANISM  NOTE  TAKES  ADDED  INTENSIH; 
REFLECTED  IN  WIDESPREAD  STDDIO  ACTIVITY 


May  Prove  a Chief  Trend 
In  Production  for  the 
New  '39-40  Season 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

Hollywood — The  lead  emphaisized  by 
Warner  in  sounding  the  Americanism  note 
in  product  either  in  work  now  or  planned 
has  been  picked  up  all  along  the  Holly- 
wood front  and  the  result  will  be  far  more 
pictures  of  this  type  than  first  seemed 
likely. 

The  trend,  first  publicly  stressed  by 
Jack  L.  Warner  and  directly  referred  to 
by  Joseph  M.  Schenck  in  his  recent  na- 
tion-wide broadcast  when  he,  with  other 
leaders  in  industry,  represented  the  film 
business,  will  take  several  forms.  Com- 
bined they  constitute  what  bids  fair  to 


An  editorial  approach  on  the  current 
drift  in  Americanism,  captioned  “The 
Fog  Lifts  Over  Hollywood,”  appears 
on  page  3. 


emerge  as  Hollywood’s  chief  new  trend 
for  1939  and  the  1939-40  season. 

The  Americanism  note  will  be  struck 
in  types  of  stories  dealing  with  the  build- 
ing of  the  country.  The  land-of-oppor- 
tunity  angle  will  be  slanted  in  others.  A 
whole  series  dealing  with  espionage  and 
sabotage  of  foreign  powers  and  apparent- 
ly only  thinly  veiling  Nazi  spy  activities 
will  point  up  American  democratic  pro- 
cedure by  reverse  procedure. 

While  Warner  and  Schenck  so  far  alone 
are  on  record  with  public  utterances  bear- 
ing upon  the  drift,  other  studios  are  work- 
ing in  this  direction  with  comparable  zeal, 
in  comparable  quantities  but  with  less  open 
ballyhoo. 

Latest  story  acquisition  along  patriotic, 
glorify-America  lines  is  that  made  by  Met- 
ro through  the  purchase  of  “The  Life  of 
Thomas  A.  Edison,”  written  by  James  Al- 
lan Dunn — a confidante  of  the  late  in- 
ventor. Present  plans  are  to  make  the 
film  in  two  parts — one  dealing  with  Edi- 
son’s early  years,  the  other  with  his  later 
life — with  Spencer  Tracy  chalked  in  for 
the  title  role  and  John  W.  Considine  jr., 
producing.  M-G-M,  further,  is  showing 
signs  of  weakening  on  “It  Can’t  Happen 
Here,”  the  Sinclair  Lewis  broadside  against 
dictatorship,  which  has  been  reposing  on 
studio  shelves  for  several  years  unfilmed 
for  fear  of  unfavorable  foreign  reception. 
With  totalitarian  Germany  and  Italy  al- 
most closed  to  American  films,  however, 
studio  executives  are  seriously  consider- 
ing an  early  production  start. 

Also  on  Metro’s  production  charts  are 
such  patriotically-inclined  subjects  as 
“Northwest  Passage,”  “Hands  Across  the 


A Wage-Hour 
Test  Is  Due 

Washington — In  an  effort  to  secure 
early  supreme  court  rulings  on  the  validity 
and  application  of  the  fair  labor  standards 
act,  the  wage-hour  administration  in  the 
near  future  will  have  more  than  a half- 
dozen  prosecutions  under  way  simultane- 
ously, involving  as  many  major  phases  of 
the  law,  it  is  disclosed  by  Administrator 
Elmer  F.  Andrews. 

The  cases  are  being  selected  with  an 
aim  to  naming  as  defendants  companies 
which  may  be  expected  to  be  willing  to 
spend  the  time  and  money  necessary  to 
carry  the  suits  to  the  highest  court,  but 
will  be  based  on  evidence  and  charges 
which  the  administration  believes  will  stand 
up  under  attack. 

None  of  the  proposed  suits,  it  is  under- 
stood, will  name  motion  picture  employers 
as  defendants,  but  the  various  branches 

(Continued  on  page  24) 


Border”  and  a service  story,  “Tell  It  to 
the  Marines,”  while  “Idiot’s  Delight,”  from 
Robert  Sherwood’s  fervent  stage  play 
pleading  for  pacifism,  will  be  released 
shortly. 

Metro  is  carrying  its  Americanism  policy 
into  the  shorts  subjects  division,  with  the 
announcement  that  a new  series  of  one- 
reelers  is  being  planned,  the  shorts  based 
on  historical  events  in  this  country’s  his- 
tory. First  to  go  is  ‘"The  Mayflower  Pact,” 
for  which  Jack  Woodford  is  writing  a 
script.  Jack  Chertok  will  produce. 

Warner  itself  has  “Concentration  Camp” 
and  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  nearly 
ready  for  camera  work;  is  cutting  “Dodge 
City”  and  “Oklahoma  Kid,”  patriotic 
stories  of  the  building  of  the  American 
west;  has  “The  Life  of  Haym  Salomon,” 
biographical  study  of  the  American  Revo- 
lutionary patriot,  in  script  form,  and  will 
continue  with  biographies  of  George 
Washington,  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Ab- 
raham Lincoln.  Additionally,  as  a strong 
bid  for  increased  revenue  in  the  Spanish 
American  market,  the  Burbank  film  fac- 
tory is  preparing  a series  of  short  subjects 
titled  “Heroes  of  the  Western  Hemis- 
phere”— including  treatments  of  the  lives 
of  Simon  Bolivar,  San  Martin  and  other 
Latin-American  heroes. 

With  an  eye  to  the  same  market,  Co- 
lumbia has  scripters  working  on  “Pan- 
America,”  a “cavalcade”  woven  around  the 
nations  of  the  western  hemisphere.  Pro- 
ducer-Director Frank  Capra  is  working  on 
“Mr.  Deeds  Goes  to  Washington,”  which 
from  advance  reports  will  be  a sparkling 
political  satire.  Nearly  ready  for  release 
is  the  Larry  Darmour  production,  “Sa- 


Present  Orientation  Not 
Neglecting  the  Heroes 
Of  Latin-America 


botage,”  concerning  the  activities  of  for- 
eign spies  in  an  American  airplane  fac- 
tory. 

Universal  lists  “Back  to  Work,”  described 
as  a sociological  and  economic  document 
of  modem  America,  and  “Half  American,” 
which  will  star  Danielle  Darrieux  as  a 
political  refugee  who  seeks  and  finds  ha- 
ven in  this  country.  Espionage  is  the 
subject  of  Monogram’s  “Navy  Girl,”  which 
has  the  United  States  Pacific  Fleet  as 
its  backgroimd. 

On  Paramount’s  schedule  are  “Invasion,” 
an  imaginative  story  of  what  might  hap- 
pen should  an  anonymous  foreign  power 
attempt  to  attack  this  nation;  “Union 
Pacific,”  now  in  production  by  Cecil  B. 
DeMille;  another  picture  with  an  Ameri- 
canism theme,  “Lives  of  a Texas  Ranger,” 
and  a service  feature,  “Navy  Nurse.” 

Bing  Crosby  will  appear  in  ‘"The  Star 
Maker,”  based  on  the  life  and  songs  of 
Gusi  Edwards.  The  underlying  note  here 
will  stress  the  land-of-opportunity  angle. 

“Role”  for  American  Legion 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  preparing 
“Tomorrow,”  for  production  by  Harry  Joe 
Brown,  in  a high-budget  bracket  as  a pa- 
triotic story  in  which  the  American  Le- 
gion will  figure  prominently.  Also  on  the 
line  are  such  whole-heartedly  American 
features  as  “Alexander  Graham  Bell,”  bi- 
ography of  the  inventor  of  the  telephone; 
“A  Briton  at  Yale,”  designed  to  appeal  to 
both  British  and  American  theatregoers; 
and  “Lawyer  From  the  West,”  a biogra- 
phy of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  days  be- 
fore he  was  president. 

“The  First  Rebel”  is  in  preparation  at 
RKO  Radio  as  a story  of  American  Revo- 
lutionary days,  as  is  “Nevada,”  lavishly- 
budgeted  picturization  of  frontier  days, 
with  Richard  Dix  to  be  starred.  Along 
similar  lines  is  Republic’s  “Wagons  West- 
ward,” a history  of  Texas  recreating  such 
historical  characters  as  Sam  Houston  and 
General  Santa  Ana. 

Grand  National  has  another  such  con- 
tribution in  its  lineup  in  “Snow  Covered 
Wagons,”  bringing  to  the  screen  the  story 
of  the  ill-fated  Donner  Party  in  the  days 
of  ’49. 

On  United  Artists  quota  are  “Stage- 
coach,” nearly  completed  by  Walter  Wan- 
ger;  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “The  Last  Fron- 
tier,” dealing  with  U.  S.  Army  life  in  the 
Philippines,  and  Edward  Small’s  “Kit  Car- 
son,  Avenger,”  picturing  events  in  the  life 
of  the  famous  frontier  scout.  Not  to  be 
overlooked  is  Charles  Chaplin’s  ‘"The  Dic- 
tator,” going  before  the  cameras  shortly 
as  a satirical  thrust  at  Nazi  policies  and 
personages. 
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QDIZ  REPLIES  EXCEED  2,500,000,  ESTABUSHING 
A NEW  PEAK  LOAD  AMONG  NATIONAL  CONTESTS 


Present  Checking  Rate 
Disposes  of  90,000 
Responses  a Day 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — Outstripping  any  national 
contest  in  the  number  of  replies  over  a 
confined  period,  the  Movie  Quiz  responses 
will  run  in  excess  of  2,500,000,  it  is  esti- 
mated. 

However,  due  to  the  care  exercised  in 
appraising  the  values  of  letters  that  ac- 
company each  booklet  and  although  three 
eight-hour  shifts  of  70  checkers  are  on  this 
work,  the  task  of  going  through  an  aver- 
age of  90,000  pieces  of  mail  a day  will 
probably  retard  the  final  tabulation  for 
about  two  weeks. 

To  an  observer  unaccustomed  to  the  in- 
tricacies of  national  contests,  the  scene  at 
Radio  and  Publication  Contests,  Inc.,  in 
the  Grand  Central  Palace  Bldg,  is  an  as- 
tonishing one.  Pacts  and  figures  connect- 
ed with  the  scene  are  even  more  bewil- 
dering. Across  the  street,  into  the  office 
of  Assistant  Superintendent  Dorf  of  the 
Grand  Central  postoffice,  is  almost  in- 
credible data. 

Last  Day  Mailing  Heaviest 

For  example,  Dorf’s  staff  received  3,261 
special  delivery  letters,  with  booklets  en- 
closed, in  19  minutes.  He  delivered  to  con- 
test headquarters  over  2,000,000  pieces  of 
mail  in  48  hours.  This  required  the  ser- 
vices of  76  mailmen  manning  a fleet  of 
six  three-ton  trucks.  Over  a five-day 
stretch,  from  50  to  60  bags  of  mail  were 
received  daily,  each  bag  containing  an 
average  of  1,800  envelopes.  A checkup,  and 
a very  significant  one,  shows  that  nine  out 
of  ten  letters  were  mailed  on  December 
31,  the  day  the  contest  terminated.  Hun- 
dreds of  them  bore  postage  of  more  than 
25  cents;  some  went  as  high  as  90  cents; 
these  being  air-mailed,  with  special  de- 
livery and  registered  stamps,  as  well  as 
being  wrapped  in  heavy  coverings. 

In  a large  room  the  mail  bags  are 
stacked  about  ten  feet  high.  Early  this 
week  there  were  eight  rows  of  these  bags. 
Gradually  their  contents  are  brought  to  a 
long  table  on  which  rest  a batch  of  high 
speed,  mechanical,  envelope  openers,  which 
shear  envelopes  at  the  rate  of  about  500 
a minute.  One  squad  of  a staff  of  about 
100  remove  the  booklets,  pass  them  on  to 
checkers.  A checker,  with  the  correct  an- 
swers to  all  questions  firmly  memorized, 
takes  less  than  a minute  to  verify  each 
booklet. 

On  the  basis  of  about  500,000  entries,  it 
has  been  found  53  per  cent  of  answers  are 
incorrect.  This  is  a clear  refutation  of 
early  reactions  to  the  contest,  when,  from 
many  quarters,  came  the  thought  that 
to  supply  correct  answers  would  be  easy. 

Any  booklet  that  contains  one  or  more 


incorrect  answers  is  out  of  the  contest. 
Those  that  get  by  are  passed  to  a squad 
of  readers.  It  is  their  job  to  pass  on  the 
merits  of  the  letter,  written  by  each  par- 
ticipant, in  connection  with  the  replies. 
The  letter  cannot  exceed  50  words  and 
can  appraise  but  one  of  the  pictures  seen 
during  the  contest.  Emotional  appeal, 
cleverness  and  originality  are  the  factors 
on  which  they  are  being  judged.  The  read- 
ers are  mostly  literary  persons,  men  and 
women  who  do  this  work  in  spare  time. 

They  are  old  hands  at  recognizing  stock 
phrases,  catch  phrases  and  typical  con- 
test terminology.  Letters  in  this  category 
are  out  of  the  running.  Those  that  show 
any  semblance  of  originality  are  stacked 
away  for  the  five  nationally  prominent 
judges  who  will  probably  meet  here  early 
in  February  to  personally  wade  through 
the  mass  of  correspondence  to  locate  the 
5,404  winners.  Their  task  will  take  them 
about  three  weeks. 

The  highly  specialized  job  of  distinguish- 
ing a prize  letter  writer  from  just  an  ordi- 
nary letter  writer  has  been  the  life  work 
of  Jack  Todd,  head  of  Radio  and  Publi- 
cation Contests.  For  the  past  25  years  he 
has  converted  his  knowledge  into  an  es- 
tablishment that  conducts  every  imagin- 
able type  of  contest.  He  has,  therefore, 
earned  the  cognomen,  “Contest  King.”  So, 
quite  reasonably,  Todd  grasps  a batch  of 
letters,  asks  a visitor  to  appraise  them 
minutely,  and  then  pops  the  question; 
“Would  you  hand  out  a $50,000  cash  prize 
for  any  one  of  those?”  and  the  visitor 
thinks  out  loud;  “It  would  be  a dastardly 
crime.” 

Many  Submissions  Novel 

Todd,  whether  he  favors  it  or  not,  is 
the  epitome  of  dispassion.  Hundreds  of 
pieces  of  mail  have  brought  enough  hand- 
wrought  pieces  of  decorative  objects  to  fill 
a wing  in  a curio  shoppe.  One  contestant 
sent  a miniature  theatre,  complete  in 
every  detail — to  screen,  seats,  marquee  and 
lighting  effects.  Another  shipped  a large, 
hand-woven  tapestry,  done  in  wool,  depict- 
ing a scene  from  her  favorite  film.  Dozens 
of  entries  contain  scenic  delights  embroi- 
dered on  silk  handkerchiefs.  Dozens  of 
others  are  clever  cardboard  cutouts.  Each 
and  every  one  is  tossed  aside  by  Todd,  who 
considers  them  wholly  detached  from  the 
art  of  letter  writing. 

Another  phase  of  the  entries  pouring  in 


It's  Still  the 
Best  Show 

Lexington,  Mass. — Three  doors  re- 
moved, the  fire  department  tussled  with 
a blaze.  In  the  local  theatre,  an  audi- 
ence of  about  200  sat  calm  and  col- 
lected. 

They  were  looking  at  "Too  Hot  to 
Handle"  and  "Speed  to  Bum." 


A Wide  Correspondence 
Apart  From  Answers 
To  Contest  Alone 

is  that  which  has  to  do  with  that  element 
known  as  human  nature.  At  the  same  time 
that  entries  are  mailed  to  contest  head- 
quarters, special  letters  from  the  same  con- 
testants are  received  at  general  campaign 
committee  offices,  in  charge  of  Harold  B. 
Franklin. 

Self-expression  is  the  only  term  to  de- 
scribe the  keynote  of  this  correspondence, 
the  bulk  of  which  is  not  critical  of  the 
contest.  Most  of  the  letters,  about  70  per 
cent,  come  from  women.  They  say  in  any- 
where from  25  to  1,000  words  that  they 
enjoyed  the  contest,  were  grateful  for  an 
opportunity  to  participate,  that  the  idea 
was  the  fairest  of  its  kind  and  brought 
real  happiness.  Franklin  interprets  these 
letters  as  the  greatest  good-will  gesture 
ever  to  favor  the  industry. 

From  a seventh  grade  teacher  in  the 
cotton  mill  town  of  Hickory,  N.  C.;  there 
is  a letter  applauding  the  value  of  the 
contest  in  that  it  kept  a wholesome,  com- 
petitive spirit  alive  among  her  40  pupils, 
leading  them  to  see  a “better  type”  pic- 
ture instead  of  the  “blood-and-thunder” 
serials  they  previously  preferred.  From  a 
young  woman  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  is  a 
note;  “Thank  you  very  much  for  answer- 
ing my  letter.  You  don’t  know  how  pleased 
I was.  I was  very  happy  that  you  received 
my  entry.  I hope  that  I -will  be  a success.” 

Her  reference  had  to  do  with  a reply  by 
Franklin  to  a phase  of  the  contest  not 
apparently  clear  in  her  mind.  On  such 
“problem”  letters,  as  Franklin  terms  them, 
his  office  has  paid  out  about  $55,000  in 
postage  alone,  not  estimating  the  time  of 
stenographers. 

Comparatively  few  squawks  were  re- 
ceived, Franklin  says.  Most  of  these  were 
confined  to  a short  period  early  in  Sep- 
tember when  patrons  discovered,  as  did  the 
campaign  committee,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  give  a correct  answer  to  five 
pictures.  A form  letter  was  sent  out  to 
all  who  wrote  informing  them  that  any 
answer  to  these  five  pictures  would  be 
accepted.  Other  objections  were  raised  on 
the  ground  the  entrant  would  be  unable  to 
see  the  required  minimum  of  contest  pic- 
tures in  his  or  her  town.  A non-commit- 
tal reply  went  out  in  these  instances. 

The  five  judges  met  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  Wednesday,  to  discuss  procedure. 
Present  were  Mrs.  Ogden  Reid,  Dr.  James 
E.  West,  Hendrik  Willem  van  Loon,  and 
Homer  Fickett,  representing  Bruce  Barton 
now  in  Congressional  session.  Mrs.  Helen 
Wills  Moody  delayed.  All  entries  are  to 
be  considered  without  contestants’  signa- 
tures and  will  be  identified  by  key  num- 
ber, thus  withholding  even  from  the  judges 
the  identities  of  the  participants. 
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Now  They  Know  Schaeier — 


-Metropolitan  Photos 


The  RKO  field  heads  who  held  a midseason  sales  meeting  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  and  in  that  New  York  hostelry  for  the  first  time  met  George  J. 
Schaefci , new  president  of  the  company.  Left  to  right,  now,  as  per  custom: 
Walter  Branson,  captain  of  the  George  Schaefer  drive;  Sol  Sachs,  south- 
western district  manager;  E.  L.  McEvoy,  eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager; Cresson  E.  Smith,  western  and  southern  sales  manager;  Bob  Wolff, 
New  York  branch  manager;  Harry  C.  Cohen,  western  district  manager.  In 
the  rear,  in  like  order:  Harry  Michalson,  short  subject  sales  manager;  Leo 
Devaney,  Canadian  manager;  H.  M.  Lyons,  southeastern  district  manager, 
and  Nat  Levy,  eastern  central  district  manager. 


A Fox  Liquidation 
Plan  Considered 


Schaefer  Pledges 
"Good  Product" 

New  York — George  J.  Schaefer,  presi- 
dent of  RKO,  promises  a consistent  flow 
of  “good  product”  from  his  company  from 
now  on.  Tire  statement  was  made  to  di- 
vision and  district  managers  and  home 
office  executives  at  a meeting  at  the  Wal- 
dorf here.  Accompanied  by  Ned  E.  Depi- 
net.  vice-president,  the  president  left  for 
Hollywood  over  the  weekend  for  talks 
with  Pandro  Berman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production,  on  the  balance  of 
this  season  and  early  releases  for  next 
season. 

“One  of  the  best  things  I can  do,  as 
your  president,”  Schaefer  told  his  men, 
“is  to  see  you  have  a consistently  good 
product.  No  organization  is  better  than 
its  pictures  and  one  of  my  tasks  will  be 
to  give  you  an  even  flow  of  first-bracket 
pictures.” 

Schaefer  added  he  saw  “Gunga  Din” 
on  his  last  visit  to  the  coast  in  addition 
to  “Love  Affair.”  He  also  mentioned  as 
im.portant  on  the  forthcoming  releasing 
schedule  such  pictures  as  “Pacific  Liner,” 
“The  Flying  Irishman,”  “The  Great  Man 
Votes,”  “Little  Mother”  and  “Memory  of 
Love.” 

Starting  January  22,  an  18-week  sales 
drive,  to  be  known  as  the  George  Schae- 
fer drive,  will  be  inaugurated  with  Walter 
Branson,  mid-west  district  manager,  as 
captain.  Branson  also  captained  last  year’s 
drive  for  Depinet.  The  slogan  of  the  cam- 
paign will  be  “We’re  Going  Places.” 

Depinet  informed  the  men  of  a sub- 
stantial increase  in  domestic  and  foreign 
sales  for  1938  over  1937.  Other  speakers 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Ned  E.  Depinet  addressing  the  RKO 
sales  heads.  To  the  right  is  George  J. 
Schaefer. 


included  Hal  Home,  for  Walt  Disney  En- 
terprises; Louis  de  Rochement,  head  of 
March  of  Time;  Frederic  Ullman  jr.,  vice- 
president  of  Pathe  News,  producers  of 
Sportscopes  and  Reelisms;  Jules  Levy, 
general  sales  manager;  Phil  Reisman,  head 
of  foreign  activities;  Branson;  Harry 
Michalson,  short  subject  sales  manager; 
James  A.  Clark,  ad  sales  manager;  Ralph 
Rolan,  representing  the  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood”  unit  of  Jesse  L.  Lasky;  S.  Bar- 
ret McCormick,  advertising  and  publicity 
chief;  Cresson  E.  Smith,  western  and 
southern  sales  manager;  E.  L.  McEvoy, 
eastern  and  Canadian  sales  head;  A.  A. 
Schubart,  manager  of  exchange  opera- 
tion. 


New  York — With  the  filing  of  briefs  by 
interested  parties.  Judge  Martin  T.  Man- 
ton  has  taken  under  advisement  a plan 
of  liquidation  for  Fox  Theatres,  submitted 
by  Milton  C.  Weisman,  receiver.  It  is  an- 
ticipated a decision  will  be  handed  down 
within  the  next  week  or  two.  Weisman, 
in  asking  to  be  relieved  of  the  receiver- 
ship, asks  that  two  trustees  be  named  by 
the  court  to  handle  the  liquidation. 

Listed  among  the  wholly-owned  subsi- 
diaries are  the  William  Fox  Isis  Invest- 
ment Co.,  a Colorado  corporation,  with 
1,500  shares  of  capital  stock  held  by  Weis- 
man. This  company  owns  the  Fox  Isis 
and  Commercial  Property,  Denver. 

The  Pox  Elizabeth  Theatre  Co.,  which 
owns  the  Fox,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  which 
has  been  leased  to  Metropolitan  Play- 
houses under  a lease  which  has  until  1956 
to  run.  Annual  rental  is  $23,244. 

The  William  Fox  Play  Co.,  which  holds 
a promissory  note  of  $98,750  secured  by 
purchase  money  third  mortgage  of  the 
Art  Theatre  and  Commercial  Property  in 
Springfield,  Mass. 

The  Trepark  Realty  Co.,  which  owns 
property  at  Tremont  and  Park  avenues 
in  the  Bronx. 

Liabilities  total  $7,477,354  and  $37,113,- 
599  in  class  “A”  and  “B”  stock,  no  par 
value. 

Weisman  states  in  his  application  . . , “it 
appears  to  be  commonly  accepted  that  no 
sound  basis  exists  for  reorganizing  Fox 
Theatres  as  a going  concern,  in  truth  and 
in  fact  it  has  no  business  but  is  rather  a 
holding  company.” 

He  also  adds,  “a  forced  sale  would  fail 
to  realize  the  real  and  potential  assets  of 
the  company,”  and  “the  poor  business  of 
last  year  affected  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness badly  as  well.  The  past  year  has 
been  one  of  the  poorest  in  the  history  of 
the  business.” 

Weisman  points  to  the  government’s 
anti-trust  suit  as  harmful  insofar  as  a 
prospective  purchaser  is  concerned  as  ma- 
jor circuits  have  stopped  acquisition  of 
additional  theatres. 

The  balance  sheet  as  of  November  30, 
last,  shows  the  corporation  has  a deficit 
of  $40,378,793.  Total  current  assets  are 
listed  at  $150,785  with  office  equipment 
at  $660  and  art  objects  at  $180.  Invest- 
ments in  wholly-owned  subsidiaries  are 
carried  at  $358,957.  Reorganization  ex- 
penses during  1929  and  1930  is  carried  at 
$3,693,499  and  listed  as  an  asset. 

Upon  the  termination  of  the  trust,  as 
provided  in  the  plan,  any  monies  held  by 
the  trustees  for  the  account  of  any  certifi- 
cate holder  which  they  have  been  imable 
to  pay  over  to  him  shall  be  disposed  of 
as  the  court  directs. 


Two  Nebraska  Bills 

Lincoln — ^Under  the  terms  of  a bill  in- 
troduced here  distributors  would  be  placed 
under  the  state  railway  commission  with 
license  fees  of  $1,000  annually  and  $1 
per  reel  per  year.  A theatre  divorce  bill 
also  was  introduced. 
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THE  No.  1 PICTURE  OF  1939 


COMES  FROM  THE  No.  1 COMPANY 


CHAPLIN  CONTINUES  TO  HOLD  THE  KEY  TO  DA'S 
"KICKBACK"  PLAN  AS  HE  REMAINS  ON  FENCE 

Company  "Still  Trying"  Hyman  Stays  On  With  M-G-M 

To  Win  His  Approval, 

Meeting  Reveals  Sans  Pact,  Schenck  States 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Co-Travelers  From  the  West — 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  on  his  return  from  Holly- 
wood, faces  the  camera.  On  the  left,  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  M-G-M.  On  the  right,  Howard  Dietz,  director  of  advertising,  pub- 
licity and  exploitation. 


Hollywood — Charles  Chaplin  is  still  not 
in  full  accord  with  the  producers’  profit- 
sharing  plan  at  UA,  it  is  revealed  as  all 
partners  convened  here,  either  personally 
or  by  proxy,  for  the  annual  stockholders 
session.  A spokesman  for  the  company 
told  Boxoffick,  “We  are  still  trying  to 
work  it  out  and  no  definite  agreement  has 
been  reached  by  Chaplin.” 

Although  Chaplin  is  at  his  home  in  Bev- 
erly Hills,  his  attorney,  Charles  Schwartz 
of  Schwartz  & Frohlich,  is  representing 
him  by  proxy.  It  is  understood  Chaplin’s 
emissary  took  up  some  other  important 
matters  concerning  the  comedian’s  inter- 
est in  the  company.  What  these  related 
to  could  not  be  learned  as  those  who  at- 
tended the  sessions  are  close  lipped.  How- 
ever, Chaplin,  is  slated  to  start  work 
immediately  on  “The  Dictator,”  his  first 
talkie.  The  script  is  about  finished  and 
once  the  camera  starts  grinding  the  shoot- 
ing will  take  less  than  two  months. 

Schwartz  arrived  Monday  with  Murray 
Silverstone,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee:  James  A.  Mulvey,  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  eastern  representative  and  a 
member  of  the  board;  and  Lynn  Famol, 
advertising  and  publicity  head.  Emanuel 
Silverstone,  Alexander  Korda’s  American 
representative,  flew  out  later.  Douglas 
Fairbanks  arrived  during  the  week  after 
returning  from  abroad. 

Silverstone,  when  asked  about  the  David 
O.  Selznick  deal,  is  now  referring  all  ques- 
tions to  Selznick  himself.  “He  makes  all 
the  statements  for  his  company,”  Silver- 
stone said,  “so  why  not  ask  him?”  Re- 
ports continue  Selznick  will  not  sign  up 
again  with  UA,  but  is  looking  forward  to 
an  RKO  arrangement. 

In  addition  to  the  profit-sharing  plan, 
producers  and  their  representatives  then 
got  together  on  details  concerning  new 
product.  Silverstone  declared  everything 
announced  for  the  current  season  will  be 
delivered.  He  believes  the  number  will  be 


Loew  Net  About 
$10,500,000 

New  York — The  next  board  meeting 
of  Loew's  is  slated  for  January  18,  at 
which  time  the  financial  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  August  31  last  is  due 
to  be  announced.  It  is  expected  to 
show  a net  operating  profit  of  $10,- 
500,000,  according  to  executives  of  the 
company.  The  date  for  the  annual 
stockholders'  meeting  also  is  scheduled 
to  be  set  Wednesday.  No  dividend 
action  is  on  the  agenda. 


New  York — Bernard  J.  Hyman,  pro- 
ducer, will  continue  with  M-G-M  “for 
many  years”  after  his  current  pact  ex- 
pires March  31,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
president  of  Loew’s,  stated  on  his  return 
from  the  coast.  Hyman  has  declined  to 
sign  one  of  the  profit-sharing  contracts 
recently  given  producers  and  studio  execu- 
tives. Hyman  will  continue  without  a 
signed  agreement,  Schenck  added. 

Asked  about  his  five-day  visit  to  the 
studios,  Schenck  told  Boxoffice:  “My 


25.  Another  group  of  World  Window  shorts 
will  be  released  next  season. 

Sales  policy  on  the  new  lineup  will  be 
discussed  later  by  producers  representatives 
and  Harry  Gold,  eastern,  and  L.  Jack 
Schlaifer,  western  sales  heads,  according 
to  the  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee. These  meetings  most  likely  will 
take  place  in  New  York  at  a later  date, 
although  it  is  likely  Gold  and  Schlaifer 
may  come  out  here  for  meetings  with  the 
producers  themselves  before  the  new  sell- 
ing season  gets  under  way. 

Silverstone  plans  to  spend  about  two  or 
three  weeks  here  and  then  on  his  return 
to  New  York,  sail  at  once  for  England  and 
France.  While  in  those  countries  he  will 
call  the  sales  staffs  of  European  offices 
together  and  outline  the  product  as  it  ap- 
plies to  the  various  areas.  He  will  probably 
be  gone  a month,  two  weeks  for  the  trip 


last  trip  was  great.  This  one  was  even 
better.”  Accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two 
daughters,  the  Loew  head  left  for  Miami 
later  in  the  week  for  a belated  vacation 
at  his  winter  home.  He  expects  to  be  gone 
several  months. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M;  Howard  Dietz,  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  chieftain,  and  Robert 
Taylor  accompanied  Schenck  on  his  re- 
turn east. 


and  a fortnight  in  England  and  France. 

Schwartz  is  not  returning  to  New  York 
immediately  after  the  meetings  here,  but 
instead  will  spend  a few  days  at  Palm 
Springs  for  a rest.  Presently,  his  sched- 
ule calls  for  him  to  be  back  in  the  east 
January  20.  Mulvey  and  Farnol  are  plan- 
ning to  return  to  New  York  Monday. 

Thomas  Walker,  Hal  Roach’s  represen- 
tative, did  not  come  out  for  the  sessions, 
but  will  make  a visit  here  shortly.  Korda 
is  planning  to  fly  back  to  New  York  next 
week  and  sail  for  England  without  delay. 
He  has  been  here  several  weeks  conferring 
with  Goldwyn  and  awaiting  the  stockhold- 
ers’ meeting. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  five  stock- 
holders will  not  benefit  from  the  company’s 
operating  profit  at  this  time.  Only  six 
months  have  elapsed  from  the  last  $500,- 
000  dividend  was  spread  among  the  owners. 
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BAR 

A COMPUTATION  OF  WHAT  THE  PICTURES  DID  IN 
THEIR  FIRST  RUNS  IN  PRINCIPAL  CENTERS  AS  COM- 
PILED FROM  THE  WEEKLY  REPORTS  IN  BOXOFnCE. 


TER 

NUMBER  OF  RUNS  FOLLOWS  INITIALS  OF  DISTRIBU- 
TORS. PICTURES  WITH  LESS  THAN  5 RUNS  NOT  LIST- 
ED. AVERAGE  THEATRE  GROSS  FIGURED  AT  100%. 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Always  in  Trouble  (20th-Fox)....ll 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN)....14 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO)....  6 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond 
(Para)  4 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad 
(Para)  7 

Blondie  (Col)  8 

Brother  Rat  (FN)  5 

Campus  Confessions  (Para) 5 

Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M) 18 

Citadel  The  (M-G-M)  8 

Comet  Over  Broadway  (WB)....  9 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 13 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  10 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox)....  7 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  13 

Drums  (UA)  5 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 9 

Gangster's  Boy  (Mono) 8 

Girls  on  Probation  (FN) G 

Girls'  School  (Col)  7 

Great  Waltz  (M-G-M) 6 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  9 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN) 16 

If  I Were  King  (Para) 9 

Just  Around  the  Corner 

(20th-Fox)  19 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  8 

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para) 5 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M) 6 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 
(Univ)  10 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO) B 

Man  to  Remember.  A (RKO) 12 

Moonlight  Sonata  (SR)  5 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  21 


Peck's  Bad  Boy  With  the 
Circus  (RKO)  7 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 5 

Say  It  in  French  (Para) 11 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 5 

Service  Deluxe  (Univ)  8 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox) 5 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col) 6 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  15 

Storm.  The  (Univ) 6 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox)....20 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  8 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 5 

Thanks  for  Everything  (20th- 
Fox)  12 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 

(Para)  13 

There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 9 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB) 5 

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) 10 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 15 

Young  in  Heart  (UA) 15 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH  AVERAGES  WERE  COMPUTED:  With  comparative  figures  indicating  the  percentage  of  average  business  (100  per 
cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities  as  compiled  from  the  first  run  records  of  each. 


City  Pet. 

Boston  135 

Charlotte  100 

Chicago  90 

Cincinnati  125 

Cleveland  90 

Dallas  110 


City 

Pet. 

Denver 

110 

Detroit 

90 

Indianapolis 

90 

Kansas  City 

90 

Los  Angeles  

100 

Milwaukee  

110 

City  Pet. 

Minneapolis  105 

New  Haven  105 

New  Orleans  100 

New  York  100 

Oklahoma  City  105 

Omaha  140 


City  Pet. 

Philadelphia  110 

Pittsburgh  90 

Portland,  Ore.  110 

Providence  105 

Salt  Lake  City 105 

Washington,  D.  C. 85 
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^M^ALTER  WANGER’S 
^‘TRADE  WINDS”  HITS 
RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL, 
THURSDAY,  JANUARY  12th 
9...  AFTER  ITS  SMASH 
3 WEEK  HOLD-OVER  AT 
THE  ROOSEVELT,  CHICAGO 
§...ITS  16  TERRIFIC 
DAYS  AT  THE  ALDINE, 
PHILADELPHIA,  FORCING 
ITS  MOVE-OVER  TO  THE 
KEITH  . . . ^ AND  ITS  BIG 
MONEY  RUNS  IN  HOUSTON, 
HARTFORD  AND  DENVER 

RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


Little  Talk  of  Roadshows  on  New  Pathe  Setup 

Coast;  Warner  Has  Trio  Xo  Stockholders 


Hollywood — While  all  major  lots,  as 
usual,  are  preparing,  shooting  or  cutting 
high  bracket  films,  there  is  little  talk  here 
about  roadshows  during  1939. 

The  lone  exception  is  Warner  where  the 
word  is  that  exploitation  runs  prior  to 
regular  release  are  designed  for  three  pic- 
tures as  a test  out  of  which  may  develop 
a decision  to  play  them  two-a-day  in  key 
towns.  The  attractions  are  “Juarez,” 
“Dodge  City”  and  “Dark  Victory”  which, 
by  present  plan,  will  take  their  bow  in  San 
Francisco,  New  York,  Chicago  and  Dallas 
to  see  what  comes  out. 

Significant  is  the  fact  that  “Gunga 
Din,”  one  of  the  more  ambitious  produc- 
tion undertakings  to  bear  the  RKO  Radio 
banner,  will  have  its  world  premiere 
January  24  at  the  Pantages  Theatre  here 
— at  upped  prices — but  immediately  there- 
after begins  playing  its  regular  day-date 
engagement  at  the  Pantages  and  Hill- 
street  at  standard  admissions. 

During  1938  only  four  features  were  ac- 
corded roadshow  treatment — two  at  the 
Carthay  Circle,  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  and  “Marie  Antoinette,” 
and  another  pair  at  the  Pour  Star,  “In 
Old  Chicago”  and  “The  Firefly.”  This 
despite  the  release  of  such  top  bracketers 
as  “Test  Pilot,”  “Alexander's  Ragtime 
Band,”  “Kentucky,”  “If  I Were  King,” 
“Men  With  Wings,”  “The  Buccaneer,” 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Robin  Hood,”  “White  Ban- 
ners,” and  numerous  others  hitting  the 
screen  for  regular  bookings. 

The  Calibre  Present 

In  the  process  of  production  on  various 
lots  are  a quantity  of  offerings  which 
would  be  eminently  suitable  for  roadshow- 
ing providing  the  early  months  of  the  new 
year  develop  such  a tendency  toward, 
rather  than  farther  away  from,  the  two- 
a-day  distribution  idea — which  hit  its  peak 
in  the  boom  days  of  1937. 

Samuel  G o 1 d w y n has  “Wuthering 
Heights”  in  production,  lavishly  budgeted. 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  completed 
“Jesse  James”  and  begins  work  shortly  on 
“Alexander  Graham  Bell”  and  “Stanley 
and  Livingstone.”  RKO  Radio  is  shoot- 
ing “The  Castles,”  with  Astaire  and 
Rogers.  M-G-M  has  completed  “Idiot’s 
Delight,”  is  filming  “The  Wizard  of  Oz” 
and  has  “Northwest  Passage”  up  for  an 
early  spring  start.  Cecil  B.  DeMille  has 
“Union  Pacific”  in  work  for  Paramount, 
which  studio  also  intends  producing 
“Ruler  of  the  Seas,”  “Invasion,”  “Knights 
of  the  Round  Table”  and  other  heavily 
cast,  highly-budgeted  offerings.  Selznick 
International’s  candidate,  should  the 
roadshowing  vogue  again  take  root,  will 
be  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 

Any  or  all  of  these,  and  numerous  oth- 
ers with  more  distant  starting  dates,  might 
in  days  past  have  been  at  least  seriously 
considered  as  two-a-day  fare. 


Columbia  Dividend 

New  York — Columbia  has  declared  a 
dividend  of  68%  cents  a share  on  the  $2.75 
convertible  preferred,  payable  February 
15  to  record  holders  of  February  1. 


Roadshow  Talk  Is 
Nil  in  New  York 

New  York — Little  is  heard  around 
major  company  headquarters  on  road- 
shows these  days.  The  drift  currently 
runs  toward  immediate  release,  with 
an  eye  to  widespread  day-and-date 
runs,  in  regular  first  runs.  However,  as 
the  product  goes  so  does  the  decision 
of  sales  managers  shift  on  this  equa- 
tion. 

At  M-G-M,  where  a likely  roadshow 
candidate  is  "Idiot’s  Delight”  the  plan 
is  the  other  way.  The  picture  has  been 
set  back  from  January  20  to  January 
27  release.  Simultaneous  runs  are 
being  lined  up. 

Simple  Language 
For  Pact  Nears 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
tributor  counsel  again  when  they  will  sit 
down  and  work  on  alteration  of  the  word- 
age. 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  general  counsel  for 
M-G-M  and  an  important  factor  in  the 
drafting  of  the  trade  practice  memoran- 
dum, plans  to  leave  for  Miami  to  join 
E.  B.  Hatrick  in  a few  days.  From  there 
he  may  go  to  Havana  and  then  Nassau. 
This  is  his  first  vacation  in  18  months 
and  last  summer  was  the  first  time  he 
canceled  his  European  vacation  in  years. 

Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  of  the  company’s 
legal  department,  will  pinch-hit  for  Ru- 
bin at  the  gathering  of  the  legal  clan. 
They  will  be  in  communication,  if  neces- 
sary. 

Counsel  for  other  companies  are  stand- 
ing by  until  the  draft  is  weU  on  the  way 
toward  final  form  before  heading  south. 

Boxoffice  asked  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  president,  what  he  expected  to 
accomplish  in  his  renewed  conferences 
with  distributors.  He  replied: 

“The  language  is  bad.  Some  proposals 
are  not  up  to  expectations.” 


Paramount  Favors  Plan 
Even  11  Showmen  Don't 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
Hopalong  Cassidy  westerns  and  who  will 
make  another  series  of  six  next  season; 
G.  B.  J.  Frawley,  Don  Velde,  Alec  Moss, 
Herman  Lorber,  Jack  Roper,  Arthur  Dunne 
and  Fred  Le  Roy,  home  office  executives; 
W.  H.  Erbb,  Boston;  H.  H.  Goldstein, 
Cleveland;  Ralph  C.  LiBeau,  Kansas  City; 
Hugh  W.  Braly,  Dallas;  G.  A.  Smith,  Los 
Angeles;  Ben  Blotcky,  Minneapolis;  Allen 
Usher,  Chicago,  and  Harold  F.  'Wilkes, 
Atlanta. 


New  York  — Copies  of  the  new  Pathe 
plan  will  be  sent  Monday  to  approximately 
7,000  stockholders  who  hold  585,000  shares 
of  common  and  7,800  shares  of  preferred. 
Only  stockholders  of  record  January  16 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  vote  at 
the  special  session  February  16. 

A month’s  notice  of  a special  meeting 
to  vote  on  a reorganization  plan  is  re- 
quired under  the  Stock  Exchange  law. 

Under  the  plan,  a new  subsidiary,  Pathe 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  formed  at  'Trenton,  N. 
J.,  is  to  be  set  up  to  operate  the  Bound 
Brook,  N.  J.,  laboratories.  Pathe,  Inc.,  will 
continue  to  hold  the  DuPont  stock  which 
nets  a sizeable  dividend  every  quarter. 
After  the  payment  of  certain  accumulat- 
ed debts,  the  dividend  payments  are  to  be 
made  directly  to  the  stockholders  instead 
of  the  company. 

In  the  previous  plan  proposed  and  which 
failed  to  be  approved  by  the  required 
quota  of  stockholders,  it  was  intended  to 
liquidate  the  company  by  selling  the  as- 
sets to  a group  now  interested  in  the 
management. 

The  plan  states  the  3,500  shares  of  Du- 
Pont stock  are  to  be  held  by  Pathe,  which 
becomes  a holding  company.  The  re- 
maining assets  will  be  transferred  to  a 
new  subsidiary  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving DuPont  stock. 

All  other  assets  are  to  be  turned  over 
to  Pathe  Laboratories,  the  new  subsidiary, 
whose  stock  is  to  be  owned  by  Pathe  Film. 
The  directors  contemplate  declaring  in  60 
days  a dividend  of  some  of  the  new  stock 
in  the  new  company  to  Pathe  stockhold- 
ers so  that  these  stockholders  will  have  a 
portion  of  that  stock.  The  balance  will  be 
distributed  as  soon  as  practical. 

The  new  company  will  assume  most  of 
the  liabilities  of  Pathe  Film.  It  is  con- 
templated that  this  plan  will  soon  enable 
the  DuPont  dividends  to  be  received  by 
Pathe  stockholders. 


No  Trust  View  Change 
Is  Seen  Under  Murphy 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
largely  the  views  of  President  Roosevelt 
and  was  worked  out  by  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  Thurman  Arnold,  appointed 
as  head  of  the  anti-trust  division  for  the 
purpose. 

Aside  from  the  influence  of  a change 
of  leadership  in  the  department,  the  Ad- 
ministration is  too  deeply  committed  to 
its  present  anti-trust  program  to  veer 
from  a policy  of  strict  enforcement.  Any 
change,  it  is  pointed  out  by  experienced 
observers,  would  have  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  monopoly  investigation  of 
the  temporary  national  economic  commit- 
tee, set  up  by  Congress  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  President  to  work  out  a compre- 
hensive modernization  of  the  anti-trust 
statutes. 
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From  a Story  by  BEN  HECHT  and  CHARLES  MacARTHUR 
Inspired  by  RUDYARD  KIPLING’S  Poem 

Screen  Plav  bv  Joel  Savre  and  Fred  Guiol 


CARY  GRANT  * VICTOR  McLAGLEN 
D 0 U G LAS  FAI  RB  AN  KS,  JR. 

with 

SAM  JAFFE^  EDUARDO  CIANNELLU  JOAN  FONTAINE 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTION 
PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  GEORGE  STEVENS 


COLLIER’S 
LIBERTY 
LOOK 
STAGE 


PHOTOPLAY  . . MOTION  PICTURE 
MODERN  SCREEN.. PICTURE  PLAY 
SCREEN  GUIDE  . . SCREENLAND 
HOLLYWOOD  . . SCREEN  BOOK 
. . MOVIE  STORY  MAGAZINE  . . 
MODERN  MOVIES..  MOVIE  LIFE 
MOVIE  MIRROR . . SCREEN  ROMANCES 


5,000  BILLBOARDS 

(New  Idea  "Trailers  on  24-Slieets") 
COAST  TO  COAST! 


ALL  COM  PRISING  A RATIONAL 


R K O 
RADIO 


PICTUR 


LIFE 

SATURDAY  EVENING  POST 


Says  Para.  Ponders 
Divorcement  Idea 

New  York — ^Paramount  is  considering  a 
voluntary  divorce  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution from  exhibition,  according  to 
Julius  G.  Berens,  former  financial  editor 
of  the  New  York  American  where  he  wrote 
under  the  weU-known  coined  name  of 
“Broadan  Wail.”  He  now  heads  the  Ber- 
ens Financial  News  Bureau. 

“Trust-buster  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Thurman  Arnold  is  about  to  score  a 
major  victory  in  his  campaign  against 
gigantic  corporations.  Directors  of  the 
great  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc. — largest 
enterprise  in  the  motion  picture  industry 
— are  considering  a segregation  of  the  cor- 
poration’s activities  into  at  least  two  prime 
activities:  1 — Production  and  distribution 
of  motion  pictures;  2 — Theatres,”  he  states. 

“Paramount  proposes  to  anticipate  even- 
tualities by  effecting  a ‘Standard  Oil  split- 
up.’  Details  have  not  been  worked  out 
precisely,  but  present  stockholders  appar- 
ently will  receive  pro  rate  interests  in  the 
two  or  more  companies  which  may  spring 
from  the  present  parent  organization. 

“Segregation  of  Paramount’s  activities 
into  independent  units  (as  independent  as 
were  the  component  Standard  Oil  concerns 
immediately  after  their  split)  would  give 
Arnold  exactly  what  he  seeks  to  force  in 
the  government  suit;  keep  a company  in 
one  or  another  major  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry, not  all  phases  in  one  company.  By 
the  same  token.  Paramount’s  voluntary  ac- 
ceptance of  the  new  status  would  weaken 
the  position  of  all  defendants  in  the  trust 
suit.  It  is  conceivable  that,  if  Paramount 
effects  its  present  segregation  intentions, 
the  whole  trade  may  have  to  do  the  same 
thing.” 

Meanwhile,  Paramount  directors  will 
meet  January  26  when  retirement  of 
$5,000,000  of  its  six  per  cent  debentures 
will  be  discussed.  There  are  about  $9,000,- 
000  of  the  debentures  outstanding.  The 
company’s  funded  debt  also  includes  ap- 
proximately $12,000,000  of  convertible  3 'A 
per  cent  debentures  and  about  $22,000,000 
in  subsidiary  debts  and  notes  payable. 


Griffis  Hits  at 
Divorce  Rumor 

New  York — “You  can  deny  that  entire 
story  for  me.  It  is  the  product  of  some- 
one’s imagination.” 

The  words  come  from  Stanton  Griffis, 
chairman  of  Paramount’s  executive  com- 
mittee. The  reference  is  to  the  declara- 
tion by  Julius  G.  Berens,  financial  news 
publisher,  that  Paramount  is  considering 
a voluntary  divorce  of  production  and  dis- 
tribution from  exhibition. 

Griffis’  denial  reflected  his  entire  atti- 
tude. He  was  not  inclined  to  dignify  the 
story;  nor  was  he  desirous  of  being  drawn 
out.  As  a financial  expert,  however,  he 
took  recognition  of  Berens’  report  if  only, 
apparently,  to  demonstrate  how  rumors 
are  made  to  circulate  without  foundation. 
'This  is  Griffis’  personal  view: 

“Every  company  must  consider  its  posi- 
tion in  the  event  the  government  wins  its 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


BOY  SLAVES  (RKO) — Preachment  against 
social  conditions  which  flood  nation  with 
boy  tramps.  Might  have  been  powerful 
document  if  more  restraint  were  exercised 
in  story  and  direction.  As  is,  will  serve 
nobly  as  attention-engaging  programmer. 
Anne  Shirley  featured.  P.  J.  Wolfson  pro- 
duced and  directed, 

JESSE  JAMES  (20th-Fox) — Ingeniously  brings 
to  the  screen  the  life  story  of  America's 
most  colorful  bandit  in  a stirring  super- 
western, filmed  in  gorgeous  Technicolor 
and  elevated  to  epical  domain  through 
utilization  of  the  best  production  embellish- 
ments an  unstinting  budget  could  provide. 
Must  score  as  top  bracket  grosser.  Tyrone 
Power,  Henry  Fonda,  Nancy  Kelly  head  a 
large  flawless  cast.  Masterfully  directed 
by  Henry  King.  Nunnally  Johnson  pro- 
duced. 

MYSTERIOUS  MISS  X (Rep)— Sound,  solid 
programmer  adroitly  combining  comedy, 
mystery,  replete  with  veiled  women,  de- 
serted houses  and  other  trappings.  Michael 
Whalen  turns  in  standout  performance  with 
Chick  Chandler  and  Mabel  Todd  as  com- 
edy support.  Herman  Schlom  produced. 
Gus  Meins  directed. 

TRIGGER  PALS  (GN)— Thin  story  and  weak 
comedy  situations  don't  help  this  patterned 
western.  But  as  run-of-the-mill  shoot-'em- 
up,  with  musical  interludes,  it  ought  to 
please  the  youngsters.  Art  Jarrett  and 
Dorothy  Faye  make  the  usual  hero-heart 
interest  combination.  Sam  Newfield  di- 
rected. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  mil  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


suit.  This  is  exactly  what  the  government 
wants  us  to  do.  After  all,  though,  it  will 
be  years  before  a trial.  Whether  we  will 
be  victorious  no  one  knows.  It  is  simply 
good  logic  that  all  companies  are  thinking 
of  their  obligations.  But  there  are  too 
many  legal  and  financial  problems  to  be 
considered  before  any  one  can  say  now 
what  will  happen  along  these  lines.” 


$5,000,000  of  Debentures 
Back  to  Paramount 

New  York — Paramount’s  board,  at  a 
special  session,  has  voted  to  call  at  par, 
plus  accrued  interest,  $5,000,000  of  the 
company’s  six  per  cent  debentures,  the 
call  to  be  made  at  once  out  of  excess  cash 
balances,  augmented  by  a small  six-year 
bank  loan. 

It  is  expected  the  company’s  consoli- 
dated cash  position,  after  the  caU  and 
payment  of  the  $5,000,000  bonds,  will  be  in 
excess  of  $10,000,000.  Interest  saving  ac- 
cruing to  Paramount,  as  a result  of  the 
retirement  of  the  bonds,  will  amount  to 
approximately  $250,000  per  year. 


High  Court  Trade 
Rulings  Are  Due 

Washington — Supreme  court  opinions  in 
four  suits  involving  issues  of  importance 
to  exhibitors  may  be  handed  down  within 
the  next  three  weeks. 

In  an  effort  to  clear  its  calendar  of  an 
accumulation  of  film  cases,  the  court  this 
week  prepared  to  hear  arguments  not  only 
in  the  two  Texas  anti-trust  suits,  post- 
poned last  week  by  reason  of  the  illness 
of  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold,  scheduled  to  present  the  govern- 
ment’s. side,  but  also  in  the  Washington 
and  Florida  copyright  cases. 

In  the  near  future,  also,  the  court  is 
expected  to  announce  whether  it  will  re- 
view the  decision  of  the  North  Dakota 
district  court  affirming  the  validity  of  the 
state  “divorce”  law,  from  which  Paramount 
has  filed  an  appeal.  Briefs  of  the  parties 
interested  in  the  case,  however,  have  not 
yet  been  filed  with  the  court. 

Sum  Involved  Issue 

In  both  of  the  copyright  cases,  the  ma- 
jor point  at  issue  is  whether  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers, suing  for  injunctions  restraining 
enforcement  of  the  Washington  and  Flor- 
ida copyright  laws,  properly  established 
that  the  suits  involved  the  sum  of  $3,000, 
the  minimum  stake  necessary  to  give  the 
federal  courts  jurisdiction. 

In  the  Washington  case,  the  district  coiut 
held  that  the  jurisdictional  amount  was 
not  involved;  in  the  Florida  case,  it  held 
that  the  necessary  interest  had  been  shown 
and  issued  the  requested  injunction. 

Appealing  from  the  Florida  decision,  the 
state  attorney  general  contended  the  so- 
ciety had  failed  to  establish  that  $3,000 
or  more  was  involved,  and  also  that  the 
court  had  erred  in  not  affirming  the  law 
.as  a valid  exercise  of  the  state’s  police 
powers.  The  result  of  the  decision,  if  af- 
firmed, he  told  the  supreme  court,  would 
be  to  give  judicial  aid  to  a combination 
of  owners  of  copsuights  in  the  furtherance 
of  that  combination’s  effort  to  secure  a 
monopoly  and  to  fix  prices  for  the  use  of 
copyrighted  compositions. 

Contend  Court  Erred 

On  the  other  hand,  in  an  appeal  from 
a decision  of  a Washington  district  court 
dismissing  its  suit,  the  American  Society 
contended  the  court  erred  in  not  holding 
that  the  jurisdictional  amount  was  in- 
volved, contending  that  528  contracts  from 
which  it  received  $60,000  annually  were 
affected  by  the  statute. 

In  addition,  the  copyright  organization 
argued  that  the  effect  of  the  decision,  if 
affirmed,  would  be  to  deny  its  members 
the  equal  protection  of  the  laws  and  de- 
prive them  of  their  property  without  due 
process  of  law,  in  that  the  Washington 
statute  discriminates  against  the  owners 
of  copyrighted  musical  compositions  and 
makes  investigation  of  copyright  infringe- 
ments within  the  state  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  “doing  business”  therein. 
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NEW 

SHOCK -PROOF 
DRIVE! 


NEW  ADDED 
RESERVE 
POWER! 


NEW 

STYLING! 


NEW 

PROTECTION! 


NEW 

CONVENIENCE! 


REMEMBER . . . more  than  5,000  theatres  from  coast  to  coast  use 


THE  MAGIC  VOICE  OF  THE  SCREEN 


RCA  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  Camden,  N.  J.  * A Service  of  the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 


RCA  Photophone’s  sensational  new 
Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  Equipment 
— with  a sparkling  new  array  of 
fine  features— is  designed  for 
theatres  of  every  size 

^ 

Here’s  plenty  of  reason  to  stand  up  and 
cheer!  RCA  Photophone  engineers  have 
developed  a brand  new  Magic  Voice  of 
the  Screen — a Magic  Voice  that  begins  a 
brilliant  new  era  of  fine  sound  in  theatres ! 

Better  in  every  way  than  ever  before, 
this  new  equipment  offers  you  an  amaz- 
ing array  of  great  features  led  by  the 
ingenious  new  Shock-Proof  Drive! 

The  RCA  Photophone  Shock-Proof 
Drive  is  a new  "partner”  for  the  famous 
Rotary  Stabilizer.  It  insures  greater  con- 
stancy of  film  speed  than  ever  before. 

As  a progressive  exhibitor  you  know 
the  importance  of  having  the  very  finest 


sound  equipment  for  your  theatre.  Your 
patrons  demand  it.  Your  box  office  needs 
it.  And  with  this  great  new  Magic  Voice 
of  the  Screen — you  get  it! 

The  outstanding  performance  of  RCA 
Photophone  Equipment — plus  the  pub- 
lic approval  of  the  splendid  sound  it 
provides — are  the  reasons  why  it  is  used 
by  thousands  of  exhibitors  the  world 
over.  This  remarkable  new  Magic  Voice 
of  the  Screen  means  even  finer  sound — 
greater  box  office  response.  Your  RCA 
Photophone  representative  will  be  glad 
to  give  you  complete  details  about  it. 
There’s  no  obligation — so  get  in  touch 
with  him  today.  It  will  pay  you! 

• • • 

RCA  presents  the  Magic  Key  every  Sunday,  i to  yP.  At., 
£.  S.T.,  on  the  NBC  Blue  Network. 

Better  sound  means  better  box  office  — and  RCA 
tubes  mean  better  sound.  RCA  Photophone’s  Service 
Organization  has  a low  cost  theatre  service  plan 
you’ll  be  interested  in. 


NOTES  TO  YOU 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

within  the  trade  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  paying  customers  al- 
though it  was  on  argument  on  their 
behalf  by  taking  up  the  cudgels  for 
the  exhibitor. 

3. — Despite  what  has  been  written 
within  the  trade  and  now  with  Sul- 
livan outside  the  trade,  is  the  drive 
the  flop  its  builder-downers  say  it  is? 
Interest  began  to  wane,  of  course, 
and  that  may  be  traceable  to  the 
inability  of  maintaining  fever  heat, 
or  less,  over  as  extended  a period 
of  four  months.  The  exhibitor,  a 
hot-and-cold  sort  of  guy  anyway,  no 
doubt  began  to  weary  of  it.  Perhaps, 
too,  the  public  no  longer  gave  a 
damn. 

But.  Over  2,000,000  replies  are  in 
and  an  additional  500,000  is  a rea- 
sonably safe  anticipation.  The  much 
discussed  Old  Gold  contest  attract- 
ed 2,000,000  hopefuls  and  is  regard- 
ed widely  as  being  the  most  suc- 
cessful national  gadget  of  its  kind 
ever  essayed.  It  may  be  the  quiz 
returns  are  disappointing  in  total 
number.  Argue  that  it  actually  is. 

If  so  and  on  the  basis  of  currently 
available  information,  the  whole 
scheme  hardly  can  be  dubbed  the 
"costly  foolishness"  Sullivan  de- 
scribed it  to  be. 

Anyway,  this  seems  like  on  in- 
ordinate amount  of  space  to  turn 
over  to  Sullivan. 

The  Pain  of  It 

As  Leni  Riefensthal,  often  called 
"Hitler's  girl  friend,"  started  on  her 
return  to  Berlin,  the  Associated  Press 
reported  her  saying  this  in  Los  An- 
geles; 

"The  pictures  of  the  sports  events 
(the  1936  Olympics)  will  not  be 
shown  here  as  the  motion  picture 
industry  is  controlled,  both  in  pro- 
duction and  distribution,  by  men 
who  are  opposed  to  Germany's  ac- 
tivities." 

That  couldn't  possibly  be  a cover- 
up  for  her  inability  to  make  a deal, 
could  it? 

Six  Photophone  Systems 
Bring  New  Advances 

New  York — Six  Photophone  sound  re- 
producing systems,  said  to  incorporate 
more  than  a score  of  new  technical  ad- 
vances, are  announced  by  Harry  L.  Som- 
merer,  RCA  Photophone  head.  The  new 
equipments  have  been  designed  to  fit  the 
sound  requirements  of  every  size  and  type 
of  theatre. 

The  new  equipment  ranges  in  price  from 
$1,375,  for  theatres  up  to  800  seats,  to 
$3,800  for  houses  up  to  7,000  seats. 


Lee  Decries  Talk 
Of  16mm  Jump 

New  York — “It’s  the  damndest  thing  I 
ever  heard.  I’d  starve  to  death  if  I had  to 
do  that.” 

The  verbiage,  coming  from  Arthur  Lee 
of  GB,  is  in  complete  denial  of  a Toronto 
report  that  he  is  plunging  headlong  into 
large  scale  distribution  of  16mm  films. 

Aside  from  admitting  that  he  was  in 
Toronto  for  a weekend  visit  with  Oscar 
A.  Hanson,  Lee  says  he  regards  the  whole 
plan  credited  to  him  as  “preposterous.” 

“I’ve  been  with  GB  for  25  years,  and  I 
hope  to  continue  with  the  company  for 
another  25  years,”  he  expostulated.  “My  job 
here  consists  of  three  functions:  looking 
after  GB’s  feature  releases,  Baird  tele- 
vision and  our  library  of  16mm  films.” 

Lee  explained  the  company’s  narrow 
gauge  library,  consisting  of  about  250 
subjects,  “is  just  getting  set  for  proper 
development.”  But  he  frowned  on  any 
purported  idea  that  has  him  sponsoring 
an  organization  to  sell  not  only  GB’s,  but 
other  majors’  16mm  product  in  Canada, 
America  and  abroad.  Lee  says  GB’s  of- 
fice here  will  not  close,  although  most  of 
the  staff  has  been  dismissed  since  20th 
Century-Pox  took  over  physical  distribu- 
tion of  the  British  company’s  product. 

Trade  Wage-Hour  Test 
To  Be  Started  Soon 


(Continued  from  page  8) 
of  the  industry  may  secure  a solution  of 
some  of  their  problems  by  the  application 
to  them  of  the  rulings  which  will  be 
sought  of  the  courts. 

Officials  of  the  wage-hour  administra- 
tion admit  that  until  the  supreme  court 
has  acted  upon  the  law,  enforcement  will 
be  badly  handicapped,  but  hope  that  by 
pressing  their  prosecutions  they  can  se- 
cure rulings  on  a number  of  important 
points  before  the  court  recesses  next  June. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  industry 
— and,  to  considerable  extent,  the  govern- 
ment— the  major  uncertainties  of  the 
wage-hom’  act,  aside  from  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  law  itself,  are  in  the  pro- 
visions relating  to  scope  and  coverage. 

Other  than  a general  declaration  that 
theatres  are  considered  as  service  estab- 
lishments engaged  in  intrastate  business 
and  therefore  do  not  come  under  the  act, 
the  administration  has  not  found  it  pos- 
sible to  draw  a definite  line  of  demarca- 
tion for  so-called  borderline  industries 
which  may  be  engaged  either  in  inter- 
state or  intrastate  activities,  depending 
upon  the  viewpoint  from  which  the  ques- 
tion is  approached. 

Nor  has  it  been  possible  for  the  admin- 
istration to  draft  a definite  formula  for 
definition  of  employes  receiving  high  sal- 
aries but  not  formally  recognized  as  oc- 
cupying executive  of  professional  positions 
— a field  which  embraces  several  hundred 
jobs  in  the  production  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

Eventually,  it  has  been  indicated,  these 


LETTERS 


DENIES  PROFIT  REPORT 

Hollywood  (By  Wire) — That  $600,000 
profit  for  1937  on  page  18  of  your  issue 
of  January  7 was  quite  a surprise  to  me. 
While  it  is  true  that  we  were  operating 
in  the  black  in  November  and  December, 
this  does  not  apply  to  the  first  10  months, 
which  naturally  shows  a substantial  net 
loss  as  the  company  was  just  on  part  of 
its  first  releasing  year. — W.  RAY  JOHNS- 
TON, president  of  Monogram. 


ON  TRADE  PRACTICES 

Schenectady,  N.  Y. — I am  taking  the 
liberty  of  writing  you  this  letter  because 
I notice  in  your  publication  you  had  con- 
troversial statements  in  regard  to  the  con- 
ference on  trade  practices. 

Especially,  you  stressed  the  point  that 
the  manufacturers  are  in  great  sincerity 
this  time  in  seeking  an  understanding  with 
the  exhibitor.  By  courtesy  of  an  Albany 
branch  manager  I was  invited  to  analyze 
and  discuss  the  docmnent.  I examined  it 
thoroughly  and  in  great  sincerity  and  I 
must  teU  you  openly  that  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  a most  insincere  and  dishonest 
offering. 

To  me  it  looks  like  throwing  mud  into 
already  murky  waters  in  order  to  make  the 
truth  more  obscure.  It  looks  to  me  as  if 
this  parallels  the  peace  agreement  in  Mu- 
nich and,  if  Mr.  Kuykendall  shoiald  sign 
an  acceptance  of  this  document,  the  ex- 
hibitors will  think  of  him  what  the  world 
thought  of  Chamberlain  and  you  know 
what  that  means. 

The  exhibitors  of  the  country  had  the 
right  to  expect  that  this  time  an  hon- 
orable document  would  be  presented  to 
them,  but  instead  of  that  a jumble  of 
misunderstandings  was  produced.  If  this  is 
called  reform,  I choose  to  stay  unre- 
formed.—MORR/S  S.  SILVERMAN,  Mt. 
Pleasant  Theatre. 


SEES  IT  LIKE  BAIR 

New  York — I quite  agree  with  E.  E. 
Bair  of  Defiance  Theatres  whose  letter 
you  published  in  your  issue  of  November 
26. 

Your  stand  on  the  Films  for  Democracy 
movement  is  certainly  refreshing  after 
reading  very  biased  editorials  and  com- 
ments. Some  seem  to  take  issue  with  any 
progressive  move  of  any  nature,  either  in 
the  industry  or  out  of  it — mostly  out  of  it. 
It  does  get  rather  tiresome  reading  lengthy 
pages  devoted  to  political  issues,  all  tinged 
with  a one-sided  bias.  ’There  is  a danger 
in  that  for  you,  too,  but  so  far,  you  have 
been  veiy  fair  in  presenting  both  sides  of 
practically  every  question  you  have  dealt 
with.  Keep  up  the  good  work. — J.  A.  T. 


problems  will  be  straightened  out,  pos- 
sibly by  Congressional  amendments  more 
clearly  defining  the  wage-hour  act,  but 
pending  legislative  action  the  administra- 
tion is  anxious  to  secure  court  rulings 
which  will  permit  it  to  issue  definite,  en- 
forceable regulations  rather  than  the  im- 
official  “advisory”  opinions  to  which  it  is 
now  restricted  by  the  law  and  which  con- 
fer upon  employers  who  follow  them  no 
immunity  from  suits  by  employes. 
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FORESEE  FINAL  ACCORD  ON  TRADE  PACT  TERMS, 
DDT  LEGAL  ARBITRATION  PROVES  JAW-BREAKER 


Look  for  Several  Months 
To  Pass  Before  Setup 
Is  Entirely  Ready 

New  York — With  most  independent  ex- 
hibitor units  reported  satisfied  with  in- 
terpretations given  by  the  distributors’ 
negotiating  committee  to  virtually  all 
clauses  in  the  first  tentative  trade  prac- 
tice draft,  the  big  problem  facing  the  in- 
dustry as  a whole  is  the  setting  up  of  ma- 
chinery for  arbitration  without  fear  of 
legal  encroachments  or  repercussions.  This 
is  expected  to  take  several  months  be- 
cause of  the  complexities  involved. 

Independent  leaders  attending  the  two- 
day  meetings  with  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Wil- 
liam F.  Rodgers,  George  J.  Schaefer,  Ned 
E.  Depinet  and  I.  Levinson,  the  latter  an 
attorney  with  Warner,  expressed  the  opin- 
ion privately  they  are  convinced  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  clear  up  “du- 
bious” language  and  eliminate  meaning- 
less wordage.  They  also  have  stated  they 
are  now  relying  on  the  “good  faith”  of 
the  distributors  committee  to  give  them 
a draft  acceptable  to  their  members. 

Compulsory  Arbitration  Out 

The  great  handicap  in  formulating  an 
arbitration  system  is  said  to  have  been 
pointed  out  by  Levinson,  who  informed  the 
independents  distributors  “would  like  to 
give  a lot  of  things,”  but  the  law  will 
not  allow  it.  Compulsory  arbitration  has 
been  outlawed  by  the  supreme  court  and 
the  problem  now  is  to  set  up  machinery 
for  settling  disputes  on  overbuying  and 
protection  within  the  confines  of  the  law. 

Many  plans  were  suggested  by  the  ne- 
gotiators at  the  Union  League  Club.  Mil- 
ton  C.  Weisman,  attorney  for  the  ITOA 
and  acting  as  legal  advisor  for  the  in- 
dependent groups,  and  Levinson  engaged 
in  a protracted  debate  on  the  subject. 
Some  exhibitors  openly  expressed  them- 
selves on  the  manner  in  which  arbitra- 
tion should  be  set  up  and  function.  Some 
theatre  men  went  so  far  as  to  say  that 
unless  a fair  and  equitable  system  is  es- 
tablished, where  the  independent  is  rep- 
resented evenly  on  local  boards,  they 
will  not  have  any  part  of  it. 

Two  major  problems,  and  of  great  con- 
cern to  all,  is  the  fear  of  suits  being 
filed  by  uninterested  exhibitors  affected 
by  decisions  handed  down  by  board  mem- 
bers and  how  a theatre  owner,  who  has 
not  agreed  to  arbitration,  can  be  made 
to  arbitrate  a complaint  brought  by  a man 
who  has  signed  for  disposition  of  claims 
by  this  method. 

In  the  first  instance,  a clearance  ac- 
tion brought  by  an  independent  against 
a major  circuit  may  indirectly  involve  a 
third  party,  whose  protection  might  be 
reduced  by  the  decision  of  a board  in  ar- 
(Continued  on  page  26) 


N.  Y.  Allied  in  First  Place 

New  York — Of  all  the  complaints  filed  with  the  government  in  connection  with 
the  anti-trust  suit.  Allied  of  New  York  has  the  greatest  number.  Max  A.  Cohen, 
president  of  the  unit,  told  members  at  their  last  meeting  here. 

Definitely  against  block  booking,  Cohen  said  distributors  would  be  better  off 
if  they  sold  pictures  individually  because  exhibitors  would  most  likely  pay  from 
100  to  400  per  cent  more  for  pictures  bought  singly. 

On  theatre  divorcement,  he  stated,  if  the  circuits  were  forced  to  sell  and  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  would  buy  properties,  competition  among  independents  would 
spread  and  in  some  situations  bring  about  results  none  too  favorable.  The  indica- 
tion was  that  major  circuits  are  better  competitors  to  independents  than  independents 
are  among  themselves. 


Scores  Lawyers  and  Charges 
They  Are  Retarding  Progress 


New  York — Major  company  lawyers  were 
taken  to  task  for  their  written  interpre- 
tation of  the  understandings  reached  by 
Allied  and  the  distributors’  negotiating 
committees  in  Chicago  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  Allied  of  New  York  held  Wednes- 
day in  the  office  of  Max  A.  Cohen,  presi- 
dent. After  considerable  discussion  of  the 
trade  practice  draft  and  its  effect  on  the 
government’s  suit  against  major  com- 
panies, a spokesman  for  the  unit  said, 
“If  the  legal  men  keep  out  of  these  ne- 
gotiations, we  will  have  a Bill  of  Rights 
soon.” 

Support  Allied  Policy 

Despite  this,  however,  the  membership 
went  on  record  supporting  Allied’s  na- 
tional policy  and  recommended  that  the 
Allied  of  New  York  representative  attend- 
ing the  board  meetings  in  Washington 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  should  make 
every  effort  to  further  carry  on  negoti- 
ations with  distributors  in  effecting  a pro- 
gram of  self-regulation.  Mitchell  Conery 
of  the  Conery  circuit,  Ravena,  N.  Y.,  was 
chosen  as  alternate  to  Cohen,  in  the  event 
the  latter  cannot  attend  the  Capitol  ses- 
sions with  Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for 
the  local  unit. 

The  consensus  of  the  membership  was  to 
foster  regulation  within  the  industry  rather 
than  invite  government  supervision. 

Cohen  told  the  men  distributors  will 
make  every  effort  to  reduce  to  writing  all 
oral  understandings  made  at  the  Chicago 
conference,  but,  he  added,  “I  cannot  say 
how  much  Allied  will  accept”  after  look- 
ing over  the  initial  trade  draft  which,  it 
was  held,  was  entirely  different  from  the 
points  understood  between  both  negotiat- 
ing committees. 

Clearance  and  overbuying,  which  are  to 
be  left  to  arbitration,  are  the  only  two 
points  left  open  by  Allied  after  its  board 
meeting  with  distributors  in  Chicago, 
Cohen  stated. 


With  the  exception  of  theatre  divorce- 
ment, the  negotiations  embrace  all  com- 
plaints in  the  government  suit,  he  added. 
On  the  question  of  divorcement,  Cohen 
said  that,  in  the  discussions  with  distribu- 
tors, the  major  companies  would  not  enter 
into  the  subject  because  they  themselves 
do  not  operate  theatres  but  only  sell  pic- 
tures. 

At  least  three  clauses  in  the  initial  draft 
were  cited  by  Cohen  as  far  from  the  un- 
derstanding leached  by  the  negotiating 
committees.  One  involves  an  exhibitor 
who  has  l.'OUght  four  major  companies 
lineups  and  wants  to  buy  half  of  a fifth 
company.  The  understanding,  according 
to  Cohen,  was  that  the  product  shall  be 
offered  the  account  if  he  has  been  a cus- 
tomer with  the  fifth  company.  But,  the 
Allied  local  head  states,  the  addition  that 
“the  distributor  shall  not  be  precluded 
from  selling  all  the  product  to  a com- 
petitor” is  not  the  original  understanding. 

Shorts  and  Newsreels 

Another  clause  criticized  embraces  shorts 
and  newsreels.  The  original  understand- 
ing, according  to  Cohen,  was  that  they 
are  to  be  divorced  from  features.  The 
draft,  he  added,  adds  “nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prevent  salesmen  from  using 
their  best  efforts  in  selling  all  short  sub- 
ject product.”  Tire  objection  is  to  the 
phrase  “using  best  efforts  in  selling  all 
shorts,”  because  it  is  felt  this  will  be  used 
as  a wedge  v/hen  making  feature  product 
deals. 

A third  clause  involves  theatre  building 
in  independent  territories.  “No  distributor 
can  build  or  commit  an  overt  act.”  Cohen 
said  “overt  act”  is  a “cute”  phrase,  be- 
cause major  circuits  can  use  dummies  for 
building  in  certain  areas  and  yet  be  with- 
in the  confines  of  the  phrase. 

Further  attacking  the  legal  minds  which 
have  drawn  up  the  draft,  Cohen  went  on 
(Continued  on  page  31) 
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Foresee  Final  Pact  Accord; 
Arbitration  Jaw-Breaker 


(Continued  from  page  25) 
bitrating  a complaint  involving  the  first 
two  parties.  The  indication,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  some  exhibitors,  is  that  the  third 
man’s  situation  may  be  hurt  without  di- 
rect cause  and,  if  he  so  chooses,  he  may 
sue  arbitrators  for  unwarrantedly  inter- 
fering with  his  operations.  The  question 
poised,  according  to  exhibitors,  is:  Are 
the  arbiters  personally  liable  in  such  cases, 
and  if  so,  what  to  do  about  it. 

In  the  second  instance,  a distributor, 
or  an  exhibitor  who  has  signed  the  ar- 
bitration agreement,  may  have  a claim 
against  a theatre  owner  who  does  not 
favor  this  form  of  mediation  and  has  re- 
fused to  sign.  What  action,  if  any,  can 
be  taken  in  such  cases,  negotiators  ask. 

Among  the  suggestions  made  at  the  in- 
dependent exhibitor  meetings  is  a plan  to 
set  up  panels  of  ten  in  each  key  city. 
These  panels  may  be  made  up  of  six  the- 
atre men  recommended  by  local  exhibitor 
organizations  and  four  by  distributors,  or 
vice  versa.  There  may  be  five  indepen- 
dents and  five  exchange  men  in  the  panel, 
if  local  groups  so  decide,  according  to  the 
discussions.  However,  this  is  not  final  and 
a definite  scheme  most  likely  will  be  de- 
veloped as  the  conferences  progress  and 
all  views  are  expressed. 

Suggest  Month’s  Service 

The  length  of  time  men  will  serve  on 
established  panels  has  not  been  deter- 
mined. It  may  be  a month  at  a time. 
Such  a plan  has  been  adopted  by  the  New 
York  Film  Board  which  each  month  lists 
branch  managers  to  be  available  for  ar- 
bitration. But  there  is  no  list  of  ex- 
hibitors to  select  from.  Theatre  operators 
brought  before  the  board  make  their  own 
choice  from  the  field.  Usually,  there  are 
two  distributors  and  two  exhibitors. 

Although  there  is  no  odd  man  on  local 
cases,  a suggestion  has  been  made  at  the 
meetings  to  employ  the  services  of  a third, 
fifth  or  seventh  man  not  identified  with 
the  industry  and  unbiased  in  his  views. 
This  man  is  to  be  compensated  for  his 
time. 

The  question  of  how  many  men  will  sit 
on  the  boards  also  has  been  left  for 
further  discussion.  Some  exhibitors  feel 
that  where  a case  involves  a distributor 
and  exhibitor  only  three  men  should  sit. 
The  contention  also  has  been  made  that 
where  an  exhibitor  brings  a complaint 
against  another  theatre  owner  five  men 
should  hear  and  decide  the  case,  two  ex- 
hibitors and  two  exchange  men  and  the 
fifth  man  an  outsider.  The  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  in  this  situation,  would  each 
have  the  right  to  select  a theatre  owner 
and  branch  manager. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  the  operation  ex- 
pense of  arbitration  to  a minimum,  im- 
affiliated  exhibitors  are  of  the  opinion 
there  should  not  be  established  local 
boards.  Likewise,  no  secretaries  should  be 
employed  permanently,  but  only  when 
needed  to  record  cases  for  future  pur- 
poses. In  this  way,  it  is  stated,  expenses 
would  be  very  small. 

There  are  some  exhibitor  leaders  who 


feel  arbitration  bodies  should  not  be  limit- 
ed to  exchange  centers,  but  also  be  ex- 
tended to  important  cities  between  key 
points.  In  many  situations  theatres  are 
served  by  two  different  key  cities.  This 
not  only  applies  to  the  east  and  south, 
but  the  west  as  well. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  arbiters 
making  long  trips  to  serve  on  boards 
should  do  so  at  their  own  expense.  The 
contention  here  is  that  it  is  all  for  the 
good  of  the  industry  and  exhibitors  be- 
ing part  of  it  should  share  some  of  the 
expense  along  with  distributors.  There  is 
no  way  of  forcing  an  arbitrator  selected 
for  a case  to  appear  if  he  chooses  other- 
wise. There  are  among  the  factors  to  be 
threshed  out  among  aU  interests  before 
any  form  of  arbitration  is  adopted. 

Enforcement  of  decisions  is  another 
angle  yet  to  be  worked  out.  Involuntary 
arbitration  having  been  declared  illegal, 
an  exhibitor  signing  the  clause  may  later 
claim  he  did  so  because  he  had  no  other 
way  out  when  he  bought  his  product. 

Among  the  major  points  clarified  for 
exhibitors  at  the  two- day  session  was  the 
first  clause  in  the  tentative  agreement 
dealing  with  cancellation  privileges. 

Proportional  Cancellations 

The  clause,  as  presented  in  the  draft, 
reads  in  part:  “The  exclusions  under  this 
section  shall  be  exercised  proportionately 
among  the  respective  price  brackets  pro- 
vided in  the  license  agreement,  provided, 
however,  that  any  number  of  exclusions 
may  be  made  out  of  the  lowest  price 
bracket.  For  example,  if  the  license  agree- 
ment shall  license  48  pictures  and  the 
highest  bracket  shall  relate  to  eight,  the 
next  highest  bracket  to  12  pictures,  the 
next  highest  bracket  to  16  pictures,  and 
the  next  or  lowest  bracket  relate  to  the 
remaining  12  pictures,  and  if  the  exhibi- 
tor shall  have  the  right  to  eliminate  a 
total  of  10  per  cent,  or  five  pictures,  then 
not  more  than  one  picture  may  be  elimi- 
nated from  the  highest  bracket,  not  more 
than  one  picture  from  the  next  highest 
bracket,  not  more  than  two  from  the  next 
highest  bracket  and  the  remaining  one 
picture  from  the  lowest  price  bracket,  or 
all  or  any  part  may  be  eliminated  from 
the  lowest  price  bracket.” 

An  independent  exhibitor  contended 
that  under  this  plan  he  may  not  be  able 
to  eliminate  the  entire  10  per  cent.  His 
argument  was  that  if  he  decided  not  to 
cancel  one  or  more  pictures  from  the 
higher  groups,  and  his  elimination  privi- 
lege from  the  lowest  price  bracket  had 
been  exhausted,  he  may  have  the  right 
to  cancel  one  picture  and  not  be  in  a 
position  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Dis- 
tributors are  said  to  have  agreed  that 
where  such  cases  arise,  the  exhibitor,  af- 
ter having  exercised  all  lowest  bracket 
cancellations,  can  then  eliminate  from 
the  next  to  lowest  bracket.  This  pro- 
vided, however,  all  pictures  are  released 
as  scheduled. 

Albert  A.  Galston,  president  of  the  ITO 
of  Southern  California,  and  Robert  H. 
Poole,  general  secretary  and  business 


Sees  a Complete 
Draft  Rewriting 

New  York — It  is  the  “understanding”  of 
the  MPTOA  executive  committee,  after  a 
full  day  of  sessions  with  the  distributor 
committee,  that  the  trade  practice  pro- 
posals will  be  completely  rewritten  and  one 
or  two  objectionable  clauses  eliminated 
entirely.  The  cancellation  clause,  for  one, 
will  be  better  understood. 

Much  is  to  be  done,  it  is  indicated,  in 
setting  up  conciliation  boards. 

MPTOA  insists  that  whatever  adjust- 
ments are  made  become  effectice  imme- 
diately. The  organization  still  feels  cer- 
tain that  trade  adjustments  could  be  fur- 
nished, and,  while  there  are  still  important 
matters  on  which  MPTOA  is  not  in  accord, 
“great  progress”  has  been  made  with  the 
distributor  committee  and  lawyers  to  re- 
write the  proposals  for  further  study. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  issued 
a plea  for  both  branches  of  the  trade  to 
give  the  proposals  their  “wholehearted 
support”  in  order  that  exhibitors  may 
benefit  as  soon  as  possible. 

Several  MPTOA  units  throughout  the 
country,  while  tentatively  approving  the 
trade  draft  in  principle,  have  withheld 
official  action  pending  the  current  confer- 
ences. 


manager,  missed  the  Tuesday  session  due 
to  late  arrival.  They  attended  the 
Wednesday  meetings  and  stayed  over  for 
further  conferences  with  distributors  and 
a review  of  the  entire  developments.  L.  F. 
Keiler  of  the  MPTO  of  Kentucky  was 
the  only  one  absent  from  all  meetings. 

Although  Schaefer  and  Depinet  attend- 
ed Tuesday’s  sessions  they  did  not  ap- 
pear for  the  Wednesday  talks.  Kent  pre- 
sided Tuesday.  Rodgers  acted  as  chair- 
man Wednesday  morning  and  turned  over 
the  chair  to  Kent  in  the  afternoon. 

Most  of  Wednesday’s  meetings  center- 
ed about  arbitration  and  its  various  phases 
with  Weisman  and  Levinson  on  the  floor 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

With  the  exception  of  Galston  and 
Poole,  exhibitor  negotiators  from  out  of 
town  left  for  home  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day to  report  back  to  their  local  organi- 
zations. The  indication  expressed  by  some 
of  the  men  envisions  further  meetings 
here  between  the  various  groups  soon  af- 
ter a second  draft  is  prepared.  Practical- 
ly every  exhibitor  negotiator  held  the 
opinion  that  a plan  will  be  worked  out 
satisfactorily  to  all  interests,  but  no  one 
would  hazard  a guess  as  to  how  soon  this 
would  be. 

Leo  F.  Wolcott  of  Allied  Independent 
Exhibitors  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  with 
headquarters  in  Denver,  was  among  those 
who  told  the  distributors’  committee  his 
unit  objected  to  arbitration  in  any  form. 
He  added,  however,  the  members  may 
change  their  minds. 

Schaefer’s  presence  was  his  first  ac- 
tive part  in  the  trade  practice  negoti- 
ations. He  assisted  Rodgers  in  clarifying 
some  of  the  clauses.  He  left  for  Holly- 
wood Friday. 
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Many  Join  German 
Severance  Move 

Hollywood — With  Committee’s  of  56  or- 
ganized in  12  cities  and  between  40  to  50 
small  communities,  a formidable  array  of 
some  600  leaders  in  all  fields  of  endeavor 
is  solidly  behind  the  declaration  which 
seeks  severance  of  economic  relationship 
between  this  country  and  Germany. 

Organizers  of  the  original  committee 
here  say  reception  to  support  of  the 
declaration  is  “most  encouraging,”  par- 
ticularly in  that  it  has  brought  response 
from  sections  where  this  sort  of  activity 
has  never  previously  taken  place.  In  fact, 
they  say  it  may  be  necessary  to  set  up 
regional  or  state  directors  to  harness  the 
enthusiasm  of  signers.  This  idea  may  be 
tabled  since  it  is  desirous  of  keeping  ex- 
penses down.  Another  thought  is  to  set 
up  self-enlarging  and  self-developing  sub- 
committees to  handle  circulation  of  peti- 
tions. 

Since  it  is  claimed  that  sentiment  of  the 
Committee  of  56  is  generally  known  in 
larger  cities,  the  committee  is  especially 
heartened  with  response  in  smaller  com- 
munities, and  this  phase  of  organization 
is  viewed  as  especially  important  as  it 
might  bear  upon  the  President  and  con- 
gress. 

Within  the  past  week  Committees  of  56 
were  organized  in  San  Diego,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland,  Denver,  Chicago,  Cleve- 
land, Nashville,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  and  Washington.  In  about 
four  weeks,  when  it  is  expected  complete 
national  coverage  will  have  been  effected, 
all  documents  will  be  forwarded  here.  A 
Hollywood  delegation  will  then  make  a 
final  appeal  in  a cross-country  tour,  cul- 
minating with  an  elaborate  fimction  in 
Washington,  when  the  petitions  will  be 
presented  to  the  President  and  congress. 

Brandts  Going  Through 
With  Vaudeville  Plan 

New  York — Harry  and  Billy  Brandt  are 
definitely  going  through  with  their  vaude- 
ville plans  which  have  been  in  the  air  for 
many  months.  On  January  21,  the  Wind- 
sor, Bronx,  will  inaugurate  the  policy  with 
a name  band,  six  acts  and  one  feature  at 
25  and  30  cents.  The  leader  of  the  name 
bands  will  act  as  master-of-ceremonies  for 
the  full  week  bookings. 

Two  weeks  later,  it  is  planned  to  adopt 
a similar  policy  at  the  Audubon  in  Wash- 
ington Heights.  A fortnight  later,  the 
Flatbush,  Brooklyn,  and  either  the  Halsey, 
Brooklyn,  or  Carlton,  Jamaica,  will  insti- 
tute vaudeville. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  with 
the  stagehands’  and  musicians’  unions 
after  months  of  negotiations.  If  the  plan 
works  out  at  least  20  houses  in  the  Brandt 
circuit  will  adopt  the  policy  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  Both  Brandts  have  returned 
from  Miami  Beach  after  vacations. 


To  Direct  "Redwoods" 

Hollywood — Charles  Vidor  will  direct 
“Romance  of  the  Redwoods”  for  Columbia. 
The  film  is  based  on  a Jack  London  story. 


Post  Gives  Giannini  Bouquet; 
Loans  130  Millions,  Losses  00 


Philadelphia — “ ‘The  Doc’s  been  more 
than  a banker  to  the  movies.  Everybody 
in  Hollywood’s  cried  on 
his  shoulders’.”  The 
tears,  over  the  past  10 
years,  have  brought 
checks  ranging  from  $4,- 
000  to  $4,000,000.  The 
total  is  about  $130,- 
000,000.  The  loss  has 
been  $.00. 


The  reference  and  the 
figures  are  to  Dr.  At- 
tilio  Henry  Giannini, 


“the  first  banker  to 


A.  H.  GIANNINI  j-gcognize  motion-picture 
making  as  a legitimate  industry,”  in  an 
article,  “He’s  No  Angel,”  by  Frank  J. 
Taylor  in  the  current  Saturday  Evening 
Post  in  which  Taylor  tells  all — or  nearly 
all — including  these  highlights: 


The  interesting  fact  that  “there  is 
scarcely  a studio”  that  wasi  able  to  oper- 
ate through  the  depression  years,  some 
even  under  receiverships,  is  ascribed  to 
this  “unconventional  banker,”  who  “loaned 
$3,000,000  to  Samuel  Goldwyn,  spanked 
Walt  Disney  for  extravagance,  picks  win- 
ners,” and  who  “bursts  into  wrath  and 
cools  off  quicker  than  anybody  else  in 
Hollywood.” 

Hardness  a Pretense 


“Doc”  is  described  as  a medicine  man 
who  carried  the  bedside  manner  into  fi- 
nance and  who  would  like  to  give  the  im- 
pression that  he  is  as  tough  and  cold- 
blooded a banker  as  his  older  brother,  A. 
P.  Giannini,  pretends  to  be,  and  whose 
nickname  for  A.  H.  is  “The  Primma 
Donna.”  “Doc’s”  retort  to  this  is:  “‘I’ve 
never  angeled  anything.  I never  put  a dol- 
lar of  my  own  money  in  any  show,  or 
shared  a dollar  profit.  I wasn’t  saving 
the  movies  when  I loaned  them  money.  I 
was  out  for  business’.” 


The  hippocratic  oath  was  so  seared  into 
the  soul  of  A.  H.  Giannini  when  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  California 
Medical  School  that  it  colored  his  dealings 
in  trade  and  finance.  Hence,  his  favorite 
theme:  “‘An  abortion  in  business  is  as 
bad  as  an  abortion  in  medicine.  Any 
banker  who  charges  usury  is  a quack’.” 

Impetuous  acts  of  courage,  colorfully 
narrated,  made  the  doctor  a local  hero 
while  still  in  his  twenties.  He  ran  for  and 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
He  championed  lower  carfares  and  tele- 
phone rates,  free  medical  examinations  in 
schools;  later  helped  to  lay  out  the  new 
San  Francisco  after  the  fire  of  1906.  The 
catastrophe  burned  Brother  Amadeo’s 
bank.  The  doctor  offered  his  home  as 
headquarters  and  there  got  his  first  smell 
of  banking.  He  soon  opened  his  own 
branch  and  invented  the  school  savings 
plan  which  brought  in  16,000  depositors. 


Reprinted  by  special  permission  of  the 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  copyright, 
1939,  by  the  Curtis  Publishing  Co. 


The  bank  also  brought  in  Sol  Lesser  and 
Herman  Wobber,  seeking  a $500  loan  to 
aid  them  in  introducing  a new  form  of  en- 
tertainment in  their  nickelodeon.  The  pair 
predicted  great  possibilities  for  motion 
pictures  and  walked  out  with  $500.  In 
1917  the  Gianninis  bought  a bank  in  the 
heart  of  New  York’s  Italian-Jewish  colony 
and  “Doc”  was  sent  east  to  manage  it. 
Here  he  met  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Marcus 
Loew  and  Lewis  J.  Selznick.  They  and 
large  portions  of  Broadway  trekked  to  the 
old  East  River  National  Bank  and  walked 
out  with  money.  In  short  order  the  Gian- 
ninis had  four  New  York  banks.  On  the 
board  of  the  Commercial  Trust,  “Doc” 
added  Joseph  and  Nicholas  Schenck,  Sam 
Harris  and  John  Golden. 

His  first  picture  plunges  were  small 
loans  on  state  rights  of  early  Mabel  Nor- 
mand.  Mack  Sennett,  Geraldine  Farrar 
and  Talmadge  sisters  features.  His  first 
big  advance  was  for  Charles  Chaplin’s 
“The  Kid,”  at  the  usual  interest  rate  on 
business  loans,  sans  bonus.  Chaplin  car- 
ried the  word  back  to  Hollywood  that 
“ ‘the  “Doc”  will  lend  money  on  pictures’.” 

“Doc”  never  loaned  money  on  a pro- 
ducer’s first  picture.  If  he  had  any  doubt 
as  to  a film’s  potential  reception  he  would 
borrow  a print  and  show  it  at  a girls’ 
school.  If  the  girls  of  18  reacted  favor- 
ably the  producer  got  his  money.  Other- 
wise, the  deal  was  off.  Through  Joseph 
Schenck  the  doctor  met  Darryl  Zanuck, 
who  “had  big  ideas,  but  no  money.”  The 
result  was  that  Giannini  loaned  Schenck 
and  Zanuck  $500,000  in  which  to  organize 
20th  Century  Pictures. 

Confidence  in  Cohns 

In  1925,  so  the  story  goes,  Harry  and 
Jack  Cohn  received  from  “Doc”  a $10,- 
000  loan  to  augment  their  Hall  Room  Boys 
series  of  comedy  serials.  Then  the  Cohns 
almost  crashed  with  “Dirigible,”  carrying 
much  of  the  bank’s  money.  Rather  than 
foreclose  on  the  loan,  the  doctor  went 
along,  was  paid  off,  and  loaned  anew  to 
help  create  “It  Happened  One  Night.” 

“Irrepressible”  Goldwyn,  after  merging 
his  company  with  Metro,  found  “that  too 
many  partners  cramped  his  style.”  He 
had  an  idea  to  pay  big  money  for  big 
names  and  start  anew  as  an  independent. 
All  he  needed  was  the  money.  He  got  half 
a million  dollars,  and  a reputation  for 
talking  Giannini  into  pumping  a “cool 
million”  into  a single  picture,  “Roman 
Scandals.” 

Giannini’s  biggest  “movie”  loan  was  to 
William  Fox  when,  in  1929,  Fox  agreed 
to  buy  out  the  heirs  of  Marcus  Loew,  in- 
cluding the  studio  at  Hollywood,  and  the 
nation-wide  chain  of  theatres  for  $50,- 
000,000  cash. 

And  so  it  went,  until  at  one  time  the 
“Doc”  had  “more  than  90  per  cent  of  the 
picture-production  business  tied  up.”  The 
only  one  time  that  the  industry  ever  of- 
fered money  to  “Doc,”  instead  of  vice 
versa,  was,  when  “in  a moment  of  weak- 
ness” he  signed  a “juicy”  three-year  con- 
( Continued  on  page  31) 
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Majors  May  Not  Be  Through  More  Loew  Theatre 
With  Italy,  Barring  "Joker”  Prospects  to  South 


New  York — Major  distributors  may  not 
yet  have  parted  company  with  Italy. 

The  situation  is  fraught  with  potentiali- 
ties, the  first  of  which  should  develop  next 
week.  By  that  time  Universal,  RKO,  Co- 
lumbia and  United  Artists  will  have  com- 
pleted drafts  of  cables  which  they  will 
dispatch  to  Italy  to  clarify  their  position, 
informed  sources  say.  The  cables  will  go 
to  the  companies’  respective  licensees  in 
Rome  to  determine  if  the  recent  ENIC  de- 
cree makes  an  exception  of  the  four  agents, 
each  of  whom  have  contracts  running  from 
two  to  five  years  with  majors  here. 

But  the  danger  is  said  to  be  in  what 
is  termed  a “joker”  in  the  original  de- 
cree. This  embraces  the  authority  of  cer- 
tain ministers  of  II  Duce’s  regime  to  de- 
clare exceptions.  If,  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  down  the  “united  front,”  excep- 
tions are  granted  to  the  four  licensees  in 
question  and  they  are  bound  to  fulfill  the 
contracts,  this  would  have  the  effect  of 
causing  Paramount,  Warner,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox and  M-G-M  to  re-enter  Italy 
to  get  their  share  of  revenue,  the  view 
goes.  The  latter  companies  have  closed 
their  Italian  offices,  refusing  to  nego- 
tiate on  ENIC’s  terms. 

In  the  past  few  weeks  it  became  ap- 
parent to  the  “four”  companies  that,  if 
their  Italian  licensees  are  not  to  be  made 
exceptions  to  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
cree, they  could  "clear  out.”  Recommen- 
dations were  made  that  an  international 
lawyer  be  engaged  to  investigate  the 
matter.  The  names  of  at  least  three  east- 
ern university  law  professors  were  men- 
tioned. The  idea  was  finally  tabled  in 
favor  of  the  cable  approach. 

Major  attorneys  are  disinclined  to  act 
directly  with  ENIC,  holding  that  the  film 
body  is  not  the  government,  per  se.  ENIC 
is  said  to  have  offered  the  licensees  a 
six-month  extension  beyond  December  31, 
last,  to  do  business,  but  this  proffer  has 
not  been  recognized  at  the  home  offices. 
It  is  not  known  here  where  the  four  Italian 
agents  will  seek  to  determine  if  they  are 
being  made  exceptions  to  the  decree.  If 
they  rest  their  inquiries  with  ENIC,  that 
body’s  interpretation  will  probably  not  be 
acceptable. 

Distributors,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
anxious  to  avoid  possible  lawsuits  grow- 
ing out  of  the  differences  of  opinion.  By 
the  same  token,  they  recognize  Italy  can 
show  no  discrimination  in  its  commerce 
laws.  Uppermost  factor  in  maintaining 
the  “united  front,”  is  that  Italy,  faced 
with  the  problem  of  obtaining  product 
for  its  4,000  theatres,  many  of  which  will 
have  to  darken,  may  be  forced  into  call- 
ing off  its  decree  and  look  toward  more 
equitable  dealings  in  America,  which  would 
be  a highly  advantageous  position  for 
distributors  to  find  themselves  in. 


33  Straight  Weeks 

Paris — After  33  straight  weeks,  crowds 
are  still  lining  up  at  the  Imperial  Thea- 
tre boxoffice  for  “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs.”  The  extended  run,  of 
course,  is  a record  for  the  house. 


Libros  Accepts  Helm  of 
National  Poster  Unit 

New  York — Unable  to  attend  due  to 
illness,  Simon  Libros  of  Philadelphia  ac- 
cepted his  reelection  as  president  of  Na- 
tional Poster  Service  Ass’n  by  long  dis- 
tance telephone.  A1  Blofson,  associate 
of  Libros,  acted  as  chairman  of  the  two- 
day  session  held  at  the  New  Yorker. 

All  40  members  of  the  national  organ- 
ization attended.  Harry  Harris,  head  of 
Texas  Poster  Exchange  in  Dallas,  and 
David  Rosenfeld  of  the  Independent  Pos- 
ter Exchange  in  Pittsburgh  left  over  the 
weekend  for  their  respective  headquarters. 
Date  for  the  next  convention  has  not  been 
set. 

Britain  Before  Munich 
Pact  Into  Celluloid 

Hollywood — The  recent  crisis  which, 
until  the  signing  of  the  Munich  pact,  had 
Great  Britain  fortifying  London  against 
possible  attack,  will  be  the  subject  of  a film 
to  be  produced  by  Charles  R.  Rogers  under 
the  title  “That  Crucial  Night.”  Randall 
Faye,  English  director,  will  script. 

Hanover  and  Jaslow  End 
Their  H&J  Partnership 

Philadelphia  — Robert  Hanover  and 
Jack  Jaslow  have  dissolved  their  partner- 
ship in  the  H and  J exchange  here.  Each 
intends  to  establish  a separate  distribu- 
tion office  within  the  near  future. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Columbia  Deal  Up — 

Promenade  deck  shot  of  Irving  Asher 
as  he  debarked  from  the  Washington. 
Now  in  Hollywood  to  discuss  produc- 
tion matters  with  Alexander  Korda 
and  ayiother  British  deal  with 
Columbia. 


New  York — Loew’s  is  eyeing  the  South 
American  market  with  a view  of  increas- 
ing its  theatre  holdings  in  those  countries. 
With  five  houses  now  in  operation,  a 
sixth  will  be  opened  January  18  when  the 
new  Metro,  seating  1,000,  makes  its  debut 
in  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico.  Harold  Win- 
ston, formerly  of  the  Poll  circuit  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  is  already  on  the  job  in 
San  Juan.  The  quintet  in  operation  are 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil; 
Montevideo,  Uruguay;  Santiago,  Chile, 
and  Lima,  Peru. 

Construction  will  start  in  the  next 
month  or  so  on  two  new  structures  in 
Egypt  and  Australia.  Both  will  seat  1,500. 
Salo  Rosenberger,  engineer,  is  on  his  way 
to  Cairo  to  supervise  the  work  in  that 
city.  The  Adelaide  unit  will  get  under  way 
soon  after  the  foundation  for  the  Cairo 
house  is  up. 

Arthur  M.  Loew,  head  of  the  foreign  de- 
partment, recently  returned  from  an  ex- 
tensive trip  to  South  America  where  he 
looked  over  several  sites.  He  has  a num- 
ber of  new  theatres  in  mind  for  Latin 
America  and  plans  along  these  lines  will 
take  definite  shape  within  the  next  few 
weeks. 

Loew’s  is  the  only  major  company  oper- 
ating its  own  theatres  in  South  America. 
Since  the  European  markets  have  fallen 
off,  distributors  are  looking  to  South 
America  as  a fertile  field  for  increasing 
revenues  from  distribution.  Loew’s  has 
always  felt  this  market  as  important  as 
the  European  situation  and  is  well  -en- 
trenched in  all  important  key  situations. 

Dufaycolor  Servicing 
Will  Follow  Revamp 

New  York  — Reorganization  plans  of 
Dufaycolor,  Inc.,  are  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by  January  24,  according  to  Pier- 
pont  Morgan  Hamilton,  president,  who 
says  by  that  time  the  American  company 
will  be  prepared  to  service  the  field. 

The  new  company,  which  is  privately 
formed,  has  exercised  its  right  to  take  over 
the  subsidiary  of  the  British  company  and 
has  acquired  the  rights  to  all  the  patents 
for  the  western  hemisphere. 

He  says  he  is  now  negotiating  with  sev- 
eral major  companies  and  it  is  expected 
that  20th  Century-Fox  may  experiment 
with  Dufaycolor  on  its  shorts.  Hamilton 
is  also  considering  sites  for  plants  both 
here  and  on  the  coast. 

Rowland  in  Mexico  City 
Busy  on  Second  of  Six 

Mexico  City — William  V.  Rowland  is 
busy  on  production  on  the  second  of  his 
series  of  six  Spanish  pictures  for  RKO  at 
the  Clasa  studios. 

Tlie  picture  is  entitled  “The  Woman 
Tliat  Loved  in  "Vain.”  The  first  film,  “Di 
Que  Me  Quieres,”  was  completed  in  New 
York  City,  but  Rowland  changed  his  plans 
and  decided  to  produce  the  remainder  of 
the  series  here. 
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20th-Fox  Eye  on 
S.  A.  Market 


Says  Hollywood  s Superiority 
Whips  British  Quota  Act 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

They've  Joined  for  Production — 

Shipboard  stint  for  interviewers  and  interviewed.  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.  and 
Adrian  BailLie,  co-interested  in  Fairbanks  International,  Ltd.,  which  will  pro- 
duce for  UA  release,  here  shown  as  they  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  Wash- 
ington. 


New  York — Official  recognition  of  the 
growing  importance  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican market  will  be  made  by  20th  Century- 
Fox  when  it  holds  its.  inaugural  sales  con- 
ference in  Rio  de  Janeiro  June  1,  2 and  3. 

Added  importance  is  attached  to  these 
meetings  with  word  that  S.  R.  Kent,  presi- 
dent, will  accompany  Walter  J.  Hutchin- 
son, general  foreign  manager,  to  the  com- 
pany’s first  Latin-American  convention. 

Following  the  domestic  sales  conclave 
which  will  be  held  in  Chicago  April  15, 
16  and  17,  conventions  abroad  will  occupy 
Kent,  Hutchinson  and  Herman  Wobber, 
general  sales  manager.  Plans  call  for  sail- 
ing on  the  United  States  liner  Washington 
April  20  to  attend  the  annual  Paris  meet- 
ings May  4,  6 and  7,  and  the  London 
meetings  May  11,  12  and  13. 

It  is  expected  Wobber  will  then  return 
to  New  York  while  Kent  and  Hutchinson 
will  embark  on  the  Cap  Areojia  from  Paris 
on  May  17  for  Rio.  Both  executives  plan 
to  return  here  on  June  27. 

The  foreign  department  comes  in  for 
its  share  of  praise  by  President  Kent  who 
states  that,  despite  the  commercial  dis- 
turbances overseas  which  resulted  in  po- 
litical and  economic  upheavals,  the  volume 
of  business  for  1938  is  about  $2,500,000  bet- 
ter. 

“I  am  confident,”  Kent  adds,  “that  in 
1939  we  will  show  an  even  greater  increase 
in  business  both  here  and  abroad.” 


Harold  Lloyd  in  Answer 
To  Plagiarism  Charges 

New  York — Answer  to  the  plagiarism 
suit  instituted  by  William  Jordan  Rapp 
and  Lowell  Brentano  against  Harold  Lloyd 
and  Harold  Lloyd  Corp.  for  $75,000  in 
connection  with  “Professor,  Beware”  has 
been  filed  by  Robert  S.  Benjamin  of  Phil- 
lips & Nizer  in  the  U.  S.  district  court. 

The  writers  contend  they  submitted  two 
scripts,  “Arms  of  Venus”  and  “Greek  to 
You”  to  Lloyd  who  paid  $1,500  for  the 
option  with  the  right  later  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional $8,500  with  a percentage  of  the 
profits,  if  purchased. 

Attorneys  for  Lloyd  hold  both  scripts 
were  turned  down  and  several  years  later, 
Lloyd  bought,  “The  Road  to  Jericho,”  a 
short  story,  from  Crampton  Harris,  an 
Alabama  lawyer.  Other  writers  did  the 
script. 

The  case  has  not  been  set  on  the  cal- 
endar for  hearing. 

Miller  Reports  Eight  to  Ten 
New  Cleveland  Houses 

New  York — From  eight  to  ten  theatres 
have  been  built  in  and  around  Cleveland 
in  the  last  year,  Dave  Miller,  Universal 
district  manager  with  headquarters  in 
Cleveland,  stated  during  a brief  visit 
here.  Business  has  been  off  for  the  past 
few  months  but  there  are  signs  of  im- 
provement, he  added. 


Hollywood — The  film  capital  receives 
a pleasant  compliment  from  an  imexpect- 
ed  source  when  Sir  Adrian  Baillie,  M.  P. 
and  financial  backer  of  Fairbanks  In- 
ternational, states  the  British  quota  act 
does  England  no  good  since  Hollywood  is 
far  superior  and  American  films  occupy 
95  per  cent  of  the  English  playing  time. 

Beyond  that,  Baillie,  who  accompanied 
Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.,  here  would  not 
comment.  On  the  subject  of  plans  for 
Fairbanks  International  which  expects  to 
start  work  at  the  Selznick  International 
studios,  he  is  a willing  talker. 

According  to  Baillie,  “The  Californian” 
will  probably  be  the  first  and  “The  Tenth 
Woman,”  based  on  the  story  of  Lord 


New  York  Film  Board's 
Officers  Inducted 

New  York — Harry  Hummell  of  Warner 
was  inducted  into  office  as  president  of 
the  New  York  Film  Board  of  Trade, 
Wednesday  night  at  the  organization’s 
headquarters  in  the  Paramount  Bldg, 
along  with  other  executives  of  the  new 
administration.  Following  the  formali- 
ties, the  exchange  men  attended  Billy 
Rose’s  Diamond  Horseshoe  at  the  Para- 
mount Hotel. 

Other  officers  include  Edward  H.  Bell 
of  Paramount,  first  vice-president;  Robert 
J.  Fannon  of  Republic,  second  vice-presi- 
dent; Jack  Bowen  of  M-G-M,  treasurer; 
Myron  Sattler  of  Paramount,  secretary, 
and  David  A.  Levy  of  M-G-M,  sergeant- 
at-arms. 


Horror  Film  for  13th 

New  York — ^RKO  theatres  in  Boston, 
Washington,  Chicago  and  Los  Angeles 
welcomed  Friday  the  13th  by  opening  with 
“The  Son  of  Frankenstein.” 


Byron,  will  be  the  second  on  the  schedule. 
Raoul  Walsh  will  direct  the  first. 

Doug  Fairbanks,,  who  was  instrumental 
in  forming  the  company,  says  the  third 
which  will  be  a remake  of  “Tlie  Three 
Musketeers,”  made  either  in  England  or 
France. 

The  budget  for  the  trio.  Sir  Adrian  says, 
is  scaled  upward  with  $600,000  for  the 
first,  $750,000  for  the  second,  and  about 
$1,000,000  for  the  third. 

Baillie  is  also  key  figure  of  Albion 
Films,  Ltd.,  which  plans  to  make  six  pic- 
tures at  $150,000  each  for  British  Em- 
pire release.  He  supplies  the  information 
the  company  is  financed  by  British,  Swiss 
and  English  capital. 


Local  702  Resumes  Deal 
On  De  Luxe  Wages 

New  York — Business  agents  for  Local 
702  resumed  negotiations  with  Alan  Freed- 
man of  De  Luxe  Laboratories  this  week. 
The  union  is  seeking  an  increase  in  the 
wage  scale,  the  demands  having  been  pre- 
viously turned  down  by  Freedman.  Local 
702  now  has  Du  Art  and  Paramount  Labor- 
atories here  completely  unionized.  It  is 
expected  that  the  delegates  will  sit  down 
with  Herbert  J.  Yates  on  a new  pact  for 
Consolidated. 

Both  DeLuxe  and  Consolidated  had  been 
operating  under  one-year  agreements 
which  expired  last  September  and  were 
not  renewed  because  of  union  demands. 


Sherman  Vacationing 

New  York — Harry  Sherman,  in  town 
for  a brief  vacation,  states  he  plans  to 
make  eight  for  Paramount  next  season, 
six  westerns  and  two  specials.  He  plans 
to  return  to  the  coast  in  a few  days. 
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Educators  Inquiry 
Points  Film  Need 

New  York — Motion  pictures  are  being 
sought  “in  reformulating  the  fundamental 
educational  policies  of  the  state”  of  New 
York. 

Such  is  the  essence  of  a report  of  the 
Regents’  Inquiry  into  the  character  and 
cost  of  public  education  in  the  state,  cov- 
ered in  a 165-page  book,  entitled  “Mo- 
tion Pictirres  and  Radio,”  by  Elizabeth 
Laine.  The  inquiry  was  organized  late  in 
1935,  under  the  direction  of  a special  com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  regents,  and  has 
been  divided  into  three  major  undertak- 
ings, (1)  the  examination  of  the  educa- 
tional enterprise  of  the  state  and  the 
analysis  of  its  outcomes,  methods  and 
costs,  (2)  the  critical  appraisal  of  the 
work  now  under  way,  and  (3)  the  formu- 
lation of  policies  and  programs  for  deal- 
ing with  the  immediate  problems  and  is- 
sues, and  long-range  objectives  of  the 
educational  system  of  the  state. 

Specifically,  the  report  recommends  a 
state  department  of  education  to  “con- 
stitute an  information  bureau  for  motion 
pictures  for  the  schools.”  This,  because 
“it  is  desirable  to  have  for  educational 
use  films  produced  for  the  purpose  which 
deal  inspiringly  with  the  problems  of  life 
and  the  world;  also  films  designed  to  in- 
still in  students  those  elusive  elements 
which  form  character,  citizenship  and 
goodness.” 

Hint  Cooperative  Production 

It  is  observed  producers  have  not  paid 
much  attention  to  motion  pictures  for 
schools  due  to  a lack  of  assurance  that 
their  films  would  be  used.  The  report  then 
says:  “If  the  educators  of  the  country 
were  to  approach  these  producers  with  a 
plan  for  providing  for  cooperative  pro- 
duction of  the  right  type  of  school  mo- 
tion pictures,  coupled  with  the  assurance 
that  they  would  endorse  and  use  their 
products,  provided,  of  course,  that  the 
latter  meet  all  requirements,  without 
doubt  a satisfactory  response  would  re- 
sult.” 

It  is  suggested  the  project  could  be 
worked  out  “on  the  usual  business  basis 
with  the  close  collaboration  of  educational 
experts,  who  could  pass  not  only  upon 
the  subjects,  but  also  upon  the  scenarios 
and  the  actual  film  treatments  of  the 
separate  ideas.”  The  actual  filming  “must 
be  done  by  our  best  technicians,”  the  re- 
port states.  “At  present  these  are  the 
Hollywood  producers.” 

The  need  for  the  collection  and  dis- 
semination of  information  related  to  films, 
equipment,  and  teaching  techniques  is  so 
great  that  its  importance  cannot  be  over- 
stated, the  report  observes.  “Strangely 
enough,”  it  continues,  “state  departments 
of  education  are  not,  as  a rule,  aware 
of  the  importance  of  this  function.” 

According  to  the  report,  the  projected 
state  department  of  education  would  not 
only  cooperate  with  other  institutions  of 
learning,  with  educators,  and  with  film 
producers  in  the  development  of  films 


See  Films  As  Force 
For  Learning 

New  York — “Just  as  the  printing  press 
revolutionized  not  only  the  technique  of 
education,  but  knowledge  itself,  so  the 
motion  picture,  when  perfected,  may 
affect  profoundly  the  present  technique 
and  sequence  of  instruction  and  the 
very  content  of  education" — from  "Mo- 
tion Pictures  and  Radio,"  the  report  of 
the  Regents'  inquiry  into  public  educa- 
tion in  New  York  state. 


particularly  suited  to  education  use,  but 
would  coordinate  the  work  of  the  various 
divisions  imder  it.  For  example,  it  is 
pointed  out,  the  New  York  State  Mu- 
seum might  present  its  work  to  the  schools 
and  adult  groups  through  motion  pictures 
as  well  as  radio.  Another  special  contri- 
bution of  a state  would  be  to  evaluate 
films  from  the  standpoint  of  their  actual 
application  to  public  education.  In  its 
early  stages  production  would  have  to  be 
followed  by  close  observation  of  teaching 
processes  and  of  results  as  a basis  for 
future  production. 

Would  Extend  Education 

Significance  is  attached  to  the  role  of 
the  classroom  teacher  with  the  advent  of 
films  as  a teaching  device.  “Intensive 
motion  picture  usage  points  the  way  to  a 
more  active  participation  on  the  part  of 
teacher  education  institutions  in  the  ac- 
tual life  of  the  educational  processes  than 
has  existed  in  the  past.  Such  an  out- 
come would  be  desirable,  for  as  edu- 
cational authorities  point  out,  one  reason 
why  members  of  the  faculties  of  teacher 
education  schools  are  not  productive 
scholars  is  that  they  are  not  always  in 
close  contact  with  the  schools  which  they 
should  nourish.  A vital  educational  pro- 
gram making  use  of  the  motion  picture 
can  hardly  fail  to  serve  as  a stimulus  to 
scholarly  effort  on  the  part  of  training 
institutions,  producing  that  general  atmos- 
phere of  productivity  typical  of  colleges 
and  universities  which,  in  Judd’s  words, 
these  public  institutions  “so  woefully  lack.” 

The  report  presents  a searcliing  account 
of  present  distribution,  cost,  usage  and 
effects  of  motion  pictures  in  schools;  these 
embracing  all  known  types,  educational, 
welfare,  cultural,  religious,  vocational, 
documentary,  entertainment  and  indus- 
trial, included.  Then:  “There  has  been 
very  little  production  of  motion  pictures 
dealing  with  social  problems  intended 
strictly  for  instructional  purposes.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  cost  of  produc- 
ing such  complex  films  would  be  out  of 
all  proportion  to  their  commercial  value 
if  used  by  institutions  alone.  The  docu- 
mentary film  deals  with  social  problems 
to  a certain  extent,  but  neither  type  depict 
the  problems  that  arise  in  community  life. 

“The  only  films  that  do  this  are  the 
feature  films  produced  in  Hollywood.  Films 
dealing  with  social  problems  in  drama- 
tized form,  produced  specifically  for  edu- 
cational purposes,  would  be  desirable,  not 
only  for  classroom  use,  but  also  for  use  in 
theatres,  in  school  during  lunch  hours,  in 
clubs,  and  in  many  other  places  where 
children  might  see  them  at  little  or  no 
cost.  They  would  counteract  the  frequent- 


Report  Interprets 
Pictures'  Value 

ly  unfortunate  influences  of  a great  deal 
that  children  see  in  the  regular  commer- 
cial places  of  amusement.” 

'The  report  explores  the  relation  of  the 
value  of  films  to  their  cost.  “If  what  is 
claimed  for  the  motion  picture  is  accept- 
ed, then  obviously  the  prime  factor  will  not 
appear  disproportionate,  but  will  resolve 
itself  into  the  question  as  to  whether  re- 
turns on  investments  are  as  great  or  great- 
er than  returns  on  expenditures  for  com- 
parable types  of  teaching  aids.  If  it  is 
granted  that  in  special  fields  films  teach 
more  efficiently,  more  rapidly,  and  more 
permanently  than  do  other  teaching  aids, 
and  that  in  particular  they  teach,  as  no 
other  device  can,  some  of  the  difficult  but 
highly  important  subjects  which  deal  with 
vast  patterns  of  activity  and  far-reaching 
interrelationships,  then  the  motion  picture 
is  not  expensive.” 

In  suggesting  a probable  budget  for  a 
film  program  to  the  state,  the  report  ad- 
mits “it  is  difficult  to  suggest  what  might 
constitute  an  adequate  financial  outlay.” 

In  respect  to  determining  the  “precise” 
educational  value  of  films  in  schools,  the 
report  states  that  “a  few  informal  tests 
have  attempted  to  do  more  than  merely 
prove  that  the  motion  picture  can  im- 
prove learning  in  certain  fields  better  than 
the  usual  technique  of  teaching.”  In  this 
connection  it  is  pointed  out  a total  of  10,- 
097  projectors  were  owned  by  American 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  Janu- 
ary, 1936. 

Can  Alter  Teaching 

Many  striking  examples  are  cited  to 
qualify  the  observation  that,  “for  the  most 
part,  available  educational  films  and  their 
presentation  fall  far  short  of  desirable 
requirements.”  Then:  “Just  as  the  print- 
ing press  revolutionized  not  only  the  tech- 
nique of  education,  but  knowledge  itself, 
so  the  motion  picture,  when  perfected, 
may  affect  profoundly  the  present  tech- 
niques and  sequence  of  instruction  and 
the  very  content  of  education.” 

The  attitude  is  the  more  significant  in 
recognition  of  “the  danger  of  perverting 
the  motion  picture  to  the  uses  of  private 
propaganda,”  and  the  ability  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  “to  lend  itself  to  this  abuse.” 
While  non-committal  on  this  subject,  the 
report  cites  a survey  of  the  Payne  Fund 
Studies,  in  which  it  is  brought  out  that 
this  quality,  in  various  European  countries, 
is  “welcomed”  by  advocates  of  the  docu- 
mentary film  “not  only  because  of  its 
inherent  capacity  for  propagandistic  use, 
but  precisely  for  this  reason.”  Propaganda, 
as  exemplified  by  such  films,  is  “favored” 
because  it  brings  to  the  public  mind  “an 
antidote  against  corrupt  and  subversive 
doctrines,”  the  report  adds. 


UA  Discusses  Bonus  Division 
Hollywood — UA  stockholders  and  board 
of  directors  are  conducting  discussions  as 
to  the  procedure  in  apportioning  the  pro- 
ducers bonus  fund. 


30 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  14,  1939 


Virginia  MPTO  to 
Ege  New  Draft 

Richmond— With  William  F.  Crockett, 
president,  and  Ben  Pitts,  general  manager 
of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia,  returning  from 
New  York  Wednesday  after  attending  the 
two-day  session  with  distributors  on  re- 
vision of  the  trade  practice  memorandum, 
members  will  meet  February  6 at  the 
Willard  Hotel  in  Washington  to  pass  on 
the  new  language  of  the  draft. 

Crockett  and  Pitts  feel  the-  interpreta- 
tions made  by  Sidney  R.  Kent,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  George  J.  Schaefer  and  I.  Lev- 
inson are  satisfactory  to  them  if  the  unit 
goes  for  it.  The  first  draft  was  turned 
down  flatly,  but  the  members  have  never 
had  a closed  mind  on  the  outcome. 

Allied^  Trade  Practice 
Committee  to  Huddle 

New  York— William  F.  Rodgers  and  his 
committee  meet  with  Allied’s  negotiating 
committee  on  trade  practices  in  Wash- 
ington on  Monday.  This  is  a day  before 
the  two-day  national  Allied  board  meet- 
ing gets  under  way  at  the  Carlton  Hotel. 

The  meeting  in  Washington  is  being 
held  as  a convenience  to  all  interests  con- 
cerned. Rodgers  had  asked  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel  for  the  exhibitor 
organization,  to  gather  his  men  in  New 
York  for  the  session,  but  it  was  pointed 
out  by  Myers  Allied  directors  are  so  wide- 
ly separated  throughout  the  country  that 
it  would  be  more  convenient  to  hold  the 
trade  practice  meeting  in  Washington  and 
eliminate  a trip  to  New  York. 


Board  of  22  Will  Direct 
E.  Pa.  Allied  Unit 

New  York — ^A  board  of  governors,  com- 
posed of  22  men,  who  are  incorporators, 
will  direct  the  activities  of  Allied  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  Sidney  E.  Samuelson,  busi- 
ness manager  states.  There  will  be  no 
president.  Headquarters  will  be  in  the 
Flint  Building,  Philadelphia. 

There  are  75  members  already  lined  up 
in  the  new  unit.  Samuelson,  who  oper- 
ates the  Newton,  Newton,  N.  J.,  is  on  a 
salary  basis  with  the  latest  Allied  addi- 
tion to  the  national  ranks  and  several 
board  members  will  attend  the  national 
board  meeting  in  Washington  this  week. 


Gold,  Newbury  to  Attend 
National  Board  Meeting 

New  York  — George  Gold,  who  suc- 
ceeded Irving  Dollinger,  resigned,  as  pres- 
ident of  Allied  of  New  Jersey,  and  Lee 
Newbury,  a director,  leave  Monday  for 
Washington  to  attend  the  national  board 
meetings  opening  at  the  Carlton  Hotel, 
Tuesday. 

The  regular  monthly  product  survey  of 
New  Jersey  members  has  been  dropped  and 
film  buys  are  now  reported  intermittently. 
The  organization  held  a meeting  Tuesday 
when  routine  topics  were  discussed.  It  was 


the  first  formal  session  for  Gold  since  he 
took  over  the  presidency. 


Buffalo  State  Unit 
Wing  Is  Completed 

Buffalo— Completing  its  organization 
here,  the  Buffalo  unit  of  Allied  Theatre 
Owners  of  New  York,  Inc.,  elected  Albert 
Francis,  Liberty  Theatre,  Buffalo,  as 
regional  vice-president:  Minna  Gold 
Rosen,  Oakdale,  Buffalo,  secretary,  and 
Howard  Lurie,  Lincoln,  Rochester,  as  a 
member  of  the  state  directorate. 

Herman  Lorence  of  the  Cattaraugus, 
Cattaraugus,  was  designated  chairman  of 
the  grievance  committee,  with  Jacob  Rap- 
report,  Lovejoy-Avon,  Buffalo;  and  How- 
ard Carroll,  Strand,  Rochester,  as  asso- 
ciates. To  them  were  referred  18  com- 
plaints presented  by  members  at  the  meet- 
ing, attended  by  27  exhibitors;  all  grew 
out  of  discussion  of  availability,  playdates 
and  product  quality. 

J.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary 
of  the  state  association,  reported  the  ad- 
dition of  five  names  to  the  district  roster, 
and  a total  of  65  in  the  territory. 


Allied  of  New  Jersey  Slates 
Meeting  for  January  23 

New  York — Allied  of  New  Jersey  will 
hold  its  next  regular  meeting  in  Trenton, 
January  23.  At  this  time  George  Gold, 
president,  is  expected  to  outline  develop- 
ments at  the  Washington  board  meeting 
of  the  national  organization. 

Post  Tosses  Bouquet 
To  A,  H,  Giannini 

(Continued  from  page  27) 
tract  as  president  and  chairman  of  the 
board  of  United  Artists. 

“It  was  a swell  idea  that  didn’t  work,’’ 
reports  Taylor.  Before  the  year  was  up 
he  chucked  the  job  and  bobbed  up  in  a 
“little  back  office  in  the  Beverly  Hills 
branch  of  the  bank.  That’s  where  you 
find  him  now  . . . That’s  where  Holly- 
wood goes  for  dough.  There  is  more  Gian- 
nini money  in  the  movies  now  than  ever 
before  ...  at  the  usual  rates.  The  ‘Doc’ 
still  sticks  to  his  No.  1 imle — he’s  no  angel 
to  any  outfit.’’ 


His  Arm  in  Sling — 
With  Reasons 

New  York — ^Nat  Holt,  RKO  circuit  dis- 
trict manager  in  Cleveland,  has  his 
right  hand  in  a sling.  While  he  was  in 
town  lining  up  stage  bookings  for  the 
Polace,  Cleveland,  he  had  a lot  of  ex- 
plaining to  do  and  solved  the  problem 
of  repeating  himself  by  showing  a 
printed  card  to  his  friends.  The  card 
reads: 

'T  slipped  on  the  ice  and  have  a 
broken  wrist.  Yes.  it  hurts  a little  bit. 
I have  insurance  and  can  still  perform 
all  normal  functions." 

And  if  you're  not  satisfied,  he  will 
tell  you  that  his  friend.  Police  Com- 
missioner Hughes,  in  Cleveland  sent 
him  a crutch  with  a note,  "Just  in  case 
you  fall  down  and  break  a leg." 


Charges  Lawgers 
Retard  Progress 

(Continued  from  page  25) 
to  say  “At  first  it  was  an  understanding 
between  distributor  and  exhibitor.  Then 
it  turned  out  to  be  a question  of  which 
lawyer  could  outsmart  the  other  and  even- 
tually trick  the  exhibitor. 

Learn  From  Lawyers 

“But,”  he  added,  “the  difference  today 
is  that  exhibitors  are  much  wiser  because 
they  have  lawyers,  too.” 

Cohen  then  said  he  is  convinced  the 
intent  by  sales  heads  is  good,  but  he  could 
not  say  as  much  for  their  lawyers,  who, 
he  said,  have  confused  the  issues  by  their 
interpretations.  “The  sales  executives  are 
definitely  sincere  on  what  was  intended  in 
the  trade  pact  and  not  put  in  by  the 
lawyers.” 

Among  those  present  were  John  Gard- 
ner of  Schenectady:  Abe  Stone,  Albany; 
Charles  Wilson,  Troy;  Conery  and  Tommy 
DiLorenzo,  New  Paltz. 


New  York  Allied  Rallies 
Against  Booth  Bill 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York  is  defi- 
nitely against  the  new  bill  to  be  intro- 
duced in  Albany  shortly  for  two  men  in 
the  booth  for  cities  with  a population  of 
130,000  or  more.  Members  have  been  ad- 
vised to  contact  local  assemblymen  on  the 
bill  and  make  every  effort  to  have  it  killed. 


Unanimous  Reelection 
For  MPA  OHicers 

New  York — Officers  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Associates  were  elected  Friday  at  a 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln.  The  slate 
headed  by  Jack  Ellis,  president,  was  re- 
turned unanimously. 

Moe  Sanders,  as  first  vice-president,  is 
the  only  new  addition.  The  other  officers 
are;  Matthew  Cahn,  second  vice-president; 
Moe  Fraum,  secretary;  Sol  Trauner,  trea- 
surer; Charles  Penser,  financial  secre- 
tary, and  Louis  Kutinsky,  sergeant-at- 
arms. 

According  to  Ellis,  the  MPA  has  de- 
cided to  donate  $250  to  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Art  Fund  for  German  Refugees. 

Max  Cohen  Trial  Now  Set 
For  Hearing  Jan,  31 

New  York — Second  postponement  with- 
in a month  has  sent  trial  of  the  manage- 
ment of  Max  Cohen’s  Jewel  on  lottery 
charges  back  to  January  31.  The  case  was 
scheduled  to  get  under  way  in  special  ses- 
sions Monday,  but  Harry  G.  Kosch,  de- 
fending attorney,  was  busy  in  supreme 
court  and  asked  for  the  adjournment. 

License  Commissioner  Paul  Moss  re- 
cently declared  that  if  the  courts  find 
against  the  Jewel,  he  will  lift  the  theatre’s 
license. 


House  for  Grantwood 

Grantwood,  N.  J. — Plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  a new  theatre  on  Anderson 
Avenue  have  been  completed  and  work 
will  begin  shortly. 
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^^AXIE  BAER,  that  amiable  screwball, 
came  back  to  the  big  town  the  other 
day  wearing  a sombrero  and  a kerchief 
around  his  neck.  The  western  stuff  was 
for  the  benefit  of  Grand  National  which 
has  signed  Baer  for  six  westerns.  Baer 
is  no  shrinking  violet  and  he  mugged  all 
over  the  place  for  the  photographers. 
And  if  his  trainshed  emoting  is  any  cri- 
terion, the  sagebrush  yodelers  better  look 
to  their  high  C’s.  He  can  sing,  act  and 
fight,  although  there  might  be  some  ques- 
tion about  the  latter  . . . 

Filled  with  a burning  curiosity.  Box- 
office’s  authority  on  westerns  asked  Max 
if  he  could  ride.  “Ride?  I might  not  be 
able  to  fight,”  he  roared  back,  “but  I cer- 
tainly can  ride.  I was  brought  up  in  a 
saddle.”  With  that  pronouncement,  Gor- 
don White’s  face  lit  up  in  a happy  smile. 
“Gee,  we  have  a western  star  who  can 
ride,”  he  muttered  proudly.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  fight  reporters  had  badgered 
Maxie  and  the  boys  started  pressing  him 
about  that  Joe  Louis  thing. 

“How  can  you  say  I quit?”  Baer  charged 
pointing  to  the  International  News  man. 
“You  wrote  that.” 

“It  was  a good  act  anyway,”  the  INS 
man  countered. 

But  Maxie  was  in  good  humor.  “One 
thing  you  will  admit,  I certainly  can  act.” 

With  this  the  INS  man  agreed. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  making  pic- 
tures, Maxie  told  the  press  he  returns  early 
in  February  for  tests.  He  pointed  out  his 
contract  has  a clause  which  states  the 
studio  must  be  notified  within  28  hours 
if  he  plans  to  fight. 

He  is  going  to  fight  some  more.  All  he 
would  say  about  that  was,  “I’m  only  a 
good  fighter.  Louis  will  be  for  the  big 
gate.” 

Then  a reporter  asked  Maxie  about  his 
baby. 

“Now  you’re  talking  about  class,  high 
class,”  he  repeated  proudly.  “I  got  a pic- 
ture of  him  in  my  bag.  I’ll  show  it  to 
you  in  the  hotel,”  he  said  as  Mike  Jacobs 
took  his  arm  and  led  him  to  what  might 
be  the  start  of  another  championship 
march. 

Maybe. 

Scribe  Heywood  Broun,  who  dabbles  in 
'painting  as  a hobby,  has  donated  one  of 
his  art  pieces  to  the  Motion  Picture  Art 
Fund  for  German  Refugees  . . . Mel  Hey- 
mann  dashed  out  of  the  film  critics  party 
at  the  Rambow  Room  to  lecture  at  his 
synagogue  Sunday  night  in  Newark.  It 
must  have  been  something  to  hear,  con- 
sidering Mel’s  spiritual  state.  At  the  same 
party,  Jean  Lenauer,  Filmarte  owner,  was 
almost  floored  when  Nancy  Carroll  said 
the  picture  she  enjoyed  best  at  his  the- 
atre -was  "The  Lie  of  Nina  Petrovna.”  Said 
Lenauer  when  he  recovered:  "It  ivas  the 
finest  flop  we  ever  played.” 

Max  and  Mrs.  Ginsberg,  parents  of  Mur- 
ray, who  operates  the  Beacon,  Beacon, 
N.  Y.,  and  Majestic,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  cele- 
brated their  golden  anniversary  with  a 
party  at  the  Astor  last  weekend.  More 
than  200  attended  with  Dick  Foran,  Vin- 
cent Lopez,  Hal  LeRoy  and  Mark  Plant 
provided  the  entertainment  . . . Myer 
Schine  and  his  family  head  for  Miami 


— Photo  by  Co.smo-Sileo 

Old  Cowhand  Baer — 

Maxie,  who  never  expected  the  cam- 
eramen would  show  up  at  Grand 
Central,  wasn’t  prepared.  As  this 
demonstrates. 


shores,  January  20  . . . Herman  Becker 
of  Rugoff  & Becker  is  now  in  Miami  and 
Louis  Astor  of  Columbia  has  just  returned 
from  there  with  a tan  what  am  . . . Ted 
O’Shea  was  in  Gloversville  for  a brief 
visit  during  the  week  . . . Dave  Miller, 
Universal  district  manager  in  Cleveland, 
says  his  visit  to  the  local  scene  was  not  a 
total  loss.  He  bought  a new  hat  while 
here.  Now  he’s  debating  whether  to  take 
a cruise  or  go  to  Miami  next  month  for 
a vacation. 

Walter  Branson,  RKO  district  manager 
and  drive  captain  in  the  new  sales  cam- 
paign which  gets  under  way  shortly,  is 
taking  a well-earned  rest  in  Miami  Beach 
before  taking  up  his  cross-country  tours 
again  . . . John  Hay  Whitney  is  due  back 
from  the  coast  the  end  of  the  week  . . . 
Jack  Bowen  has  gone  to  Sieberling,  Fla., 
for  his  vacation  . . . Ben  Abner,  N.  J., 
salesman  for  M-G-M,  is  a Miami  visitor 
for  the  next  two  weeks  . . . Dave  Levy 
heads  south  January  21  ...  Si  Fabian 
held  a meeting  in  Albany  with  his  district 
managers.  Lou  Golding,  Joe  Shure  and  Sol 
Ullman  during  the  week. 

Moe  Streimer’s  daughter,  Faybelle,  left 
over  the  weekend  for  Miami.  The  UA 
sales  executive  plans  to  go  south  later  on, 
as  soon  as  remaining  outstanding  accounts 
are  signed  up  ...  Joe  Friedman,  Colum- 
bia’s general  manager  in  England,  has 
gone  to  the  coast  for  product  conferences 
. . . Carl  Krueger  of  Paramount  is  minus 
a toenail,  and  a bad  one  at  that  . . . Law- 
rence Tibbet  flew  to  the  coast  over  the 
weekend  for  a radio  broadcast  . . . Arthur 


Hirsch,  the  Canadian  exhibitor,  is  in  town 
from  Montreal  again  and  checking  up  on 
his  friends. 

Miriam  Engleberg,  formerly  secretary  to 
Moe  Streimer  and  Dave  Loew,  is  in  town 
071  her  first  trip  in  three  years  . . . Boh 
Lyiich  dropped  his  Quaker  City  friends 
Wednesday  to  pay  his  respects  to  the 
M-G-M  home  office  crowd  ...  I.  Brody 
of  Athletic  Film  Exchange,  Dallas,  has 
reutrned  from  Chicago  and  is  now  on  his 
way  to  Texas  . . . Ed  Kuykendall  has  much 
to  be  proud  of  as  a sportsman.  Before 
he  came  on  to  New  York  for  the  trade 
practice  parleys,  he  bagged  a half  dozen 
ivild  turkeys,  about  ten  wild  hogs,  a deer, 
several  squirrels  and  other  small  game, 
which  he  says  doesn’t  count.  He  paid 
Washington  a visit  over  the  weekend  and 
treks  back  to  Columbus,  Miss.,  in  a few 
days. 

Joe  Bernhard  is  back  at  his  desk  after 
a two-week  rest  cure  at  Lennox  Hill  Hos- 
pital . . . Lya  Lys,  Russian  actress,  is  now 
on  the  'Warner  roster.  She  is  at  Burbank 
and  may  play  a part  in  “Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy”  . . . Aldrich  O.  Barker, 
Broadw'ay  actor,  has  been  signed  by  War- 
ner . . . Karl  Macdonald,  South  American 
supervisor  for  Warner,  sailed  on  the 
Uruguay  for  Buenos  Aires  on  a three- 
month  visit  to  the  company’s  Latin-Amer- 
ican  exchanges  . . . Benny  Baker  has 
been  named  to  the  National  Theatre  Com- 
mittee for  Relief  of  Refugees  . . . Ralph 
Rolan  presided  at  the  first  open  meeting 
of  Ampa  for  the  new  year  at  the  Astor 
Thursday. 

Manuel  Perra  Rodriguez,  film  critic  on 
La  Nacion,  Buenos  Aires,  has  been  in  town 
making  the  foreign  offices  and  is  now  on 
the  coast  for  a three-week  visit  of  the 
studios  . . . Lester  Ring  is  in  the  pink 
again,  for  his  Stanley  Frame  outfit  is  now 
remodeling  lobbies  of  the  Nassau,  Brook- 
lyn; Nassau,  Roosevelt,  L.  I.,  and  the  Col- 
ony, Union  City,  N.  J.  . . . Billie  Burke 
and  daughter  are  in  town  for  a visit  and 
then  back  to  Hollywood  . . . Sonja  Henie 
opens  Monday  night  at  the  Garden  in  an- 
other exhibition.  The  last  time  she  played 
the  Garden  her  latest  picture  was  being 
exhibited  at  the  Roxy,  but  not  so  this  time 
. . . Ben  Pitts,  Fredericksburg , Va.,  cir- 
cuit operator,  certainly  can  twist  the  shag 
around  like  nobody’s  business.  If  you  were 
at  NTG’s  Midnight  Sun  Tuesday  evening 
he  put  on  an  exhibition  that  had  the  up- 
front gapers  goggle-eyed. 

Ike  Libson,  RKO  partner  in  Cincinnati; 
Nat  Holt,  division  manager  in  Cleveland, 
and  Charles  W.  Koerner,  Boston  head  for 
the  same  circuit,  were  home  office  visitors 
during  the  week.  'This  is  Libson’s  first 
visit  here  in  months  . . . Prank  Seltzer, 
Hal  Roach  publicity  and  advertising  head, 
is  back  on  the  coast  after  a month’s  stay 
here  . . . Gertrude  Niessen  is  back  from 
abroad  . . . J.  Robert  Rubin  is  planning 
to  leave  for  Miami  'Tuesday  after  postpon- 
ing a departure  all  set  for  last  weekend. 

Tom  Connors  is  looking  to  organize  a 
party  of  Izaak  Waltons,  who  would  spend 
a few  weeks  on  Useppa  Island,  off  the 
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There  Go  Purists 
Once  More 

Hollywood — "Long,  pointed  and  bril- 
liantly colored  fingernails  are  taboo  at 
the  Hal  Roach  studios,"  a publicity  re- 
lease states. 

'The  Hardy-Langdon  comedy  ro- 
mance has  Mississippi  in  the  1870's  as 
its  setting  and  befitting  the  ladies  of 
that  day,  Billie  Burke,  Alice  Brady, 
Jean  Parker  and  June  Lang  have  been 
compelled  to  bow  to  the  customs  of 
the  earlier  day  and  appear  with  round- 
ed noils  with  'natural'  finish." 

Wanna  bet? 


Tampa  coast.  He  has  already  approached 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Boh  O’Donnell  and  E.  K. 
"Ted”  O’Shea  . . . Murray  Ginsberg’s  ma 
and  pa  celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anni- 
versary with  a huge  party  at  the  Astor 
Hotel.  John  Manheimer,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  arrangements,  was  absent.  He  was 
in  bed  ill  ..  . Harry  Goldberg  held  War- 
ner advertising  meetings  in  Albany  and 
Philadelphia.  He  returned  Thursday  . . . 
Arthur  Seigel  and  Ben  Kalmenson,  black 
and  back  from  the  West  Indies. 

Harry  Cohen,  M-G-M’s  Washington 
salesman,  has  finished  his  two-week  vaca- 
tion between  Gotham  and  Boston  . . . Bob 
Bernstein,  offspring  of  David,  is  on  the 
job  after  two  weeks  in  Florida  . . . Ar- 
thur Lee  says  he  saw  more  film  execu- 
tives in  the  Everglades  state  than  he  has 
encountered  on  Broadway  . . . William 
Klein,  chairman  of  the  legitimate  group 
of  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities 
drive,  has  postponed  the  Walter  Huston 
testimonial  luncheon  scheduled  for  Friday 
until  a later  date  ...  A “What’s  new?” 
query  brings,  from  Oscar  Doob;  “Every- 
thing’s pensicola;”  from  Howard  Dietz: 
“Everything’s  serene”  . . . Jack  Farkas  is 
now  handling  metropolitan  sales  of  “Moon- 
light Sonata”  for  Select  Enterprises  . . . 
Charles  Kranz  is  on  a business  trip  to 
Washington,  Atlanta,  Memphis,  Charlotte 
and  New  Orleans. 

Frank  Nugent,  New  York  Times  film 
oracle,  is  due  on  the  coast,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  for  a three-week  look  around 
the  studios  . . . Jacques  Grineff  is  on  the 
French  liner  Paris  and  will  he  abroad  for 
only  a week  . . . William  Sistrom,  RKO 
producer,  is  expected  here  shortly  from  the 
coast.  He  goes  to  London  where  he  will 
make  “The  Saint  in  London”  with  a com- 
pletely British  cast  . . . Edgar  Moss  is 
back  in  Philadelphia  from  Honolulu  . . . 
Add  benedicts:  20th-Fox’s  southern  district 
manager,  Harry  Ballanee,  married  to  Mar- 
the  Wall  . . . Soon  after  docking  on  the 
Paris  Ray  Milland  planed  back  to  the  coast 
for  work  on  "Beau  Geste”  . . . RKO  Pathe 
has  signed  Slavko  Vorkapich  to  do  the 
montage  sequence  for  the  new  feature  the 
company  plans  to  produce  . . . Irv  Shif- 
frin,  RKO  publicist,  now  visits  Philadelphia 
regularly  on  his  contact  work  . . . E.  J. 
Lomba,  assistant  to  Walter  J.  Hutehinson, 
leaves  shortly  for  a tour  of  the  Central 
American  exchanges. 

Dick  Condon  left  unexpectedly  for  the 
Walt  Disney  studios  on  the  coast  . . . Also 


out  west,  to  be  reiterative,  is  George  West 
and  his  wife  . . . Monogram’s  prexy,  W.  R. 
Johnston,  went  west  in  time  to  be  a spec- 
tator at  the  Rose  Bowl  game  . . . Harry 
Bachman  of  Monogram’s  Washington  of- 
fice was  in  town  for  a few  days  . . . 
Ruthie  Schwerin  was  home  ill  with  an  in- 
flamed appendix  . . . Rex  O’Malley  ar- 
rived in  town  over  the  weekend. 

Bill  Sussman,  eastern  division  sales  head 
for  20th-Fox,  and  Toby  Gruen  of  National 
Screen  sailed  over  the  weekend  on  the 
Nieuw  Amsterdam  on  a cruise  to  Rio  de 
Janeiro  ...  Ed  Rowley  made  a last-minute 
booking  . . . Edward  G.  Robinson  is  in 
town  and  tvill  make  his  next  two  broad- 
casts on  "Big  Town”  from  here  . . . Au- 
brey Sehenck  has  tossed  off  15  pounds 
from  his  belt  line  and  is  aiming  to  lose 
another  five  before  the  month  is  out  . . . 
Spyros  Skouras  played  host  to  his  brother, 
Charles,  on  the  Conte  di  Savoia,  with 
champagne  flowing  freely.  Brother  George 
acted  as  m.  c.  of  the  occasion.  Among 
those  at  the  bon  voyage  fiesta  were  Bill 
Po7vers,  Dan  Michalove,  Irving  Barry,  John 
Benas,  Aubrey  Schenck,  George  Dembow 
and  a host  of  others. 

Budd  Rogers  spent  the  greater  part  of 
the  week  in  Toronto  and  Montreal  . . . 
A.  Schneider  is  trying  to  pass  up  a trip 
to  Hollywood  for  a vacation  in  Miami. 
Can’t  blame  him  . . . Paul  Graetz,  pro- 
ducer of  French  pictures  for  Columbia,  is 


He  Must  Miss  Her 


Bill  Raynor,  jiinior  member  of  the  M 0710- 
gram  organization  and  its  "poet  laureate,” 
ivaiits  Ruth  Sehwerin,  who  is  home  ill,  to 
knoiv  that  the  boys  and  girls  miss  her. 
So  he  wrote  a piece,  appended  herewith 
for  better  or  for  worse,  and  called  it: 

An  Ode  (O-W-E-D)  to  a Bed-Ridden 
Jitterbug 

Here  it  goes: 

The  jitterbugs  ain’t  jive’n 
The  ickies  hold  the  floor 
Cause  Queen  of  Swing  of  Monogram 
Ain’t  with  us  any  more. 

The  hep-cats  wail  their  sorrow 
The  groove  is  in  the  red, 

Our  shaggin’  queen’s  deserted  us, 

Ruth  Schwerin’s  home  in  bed. 

Ye  corny  joint  ain’t  Rockin 
To  floogies’  flat  foot  beats. 

The  jitterbug  of  Monogram 
Is  pouting  ’neath  the  sheets. 

The  alligators  grumble 
There’s  not  a rug  to  cut, 

The  tin-ears  are  rejoicing 
King  Whackie’s  in  the  rut. 

Cut  loose  this  wild  jam  session 
With  pills  and  stuff,  in  bed, 

And  have  your  swingfest  with  the  gang 
In  this,  your  place,  instead. 

We  wish  thee  well,  with  screwball  notes 
The  corney  germs  to  fight. 

To  shag  thee  back  unto  this  dive 
Within  another  night. 

Thus,  halt  this  wild  commotion 
All  hep-cats  have  a job. 

Just  can  the  Doc,  and  truck  on  in 
Come  on  back  to  the  mob. 


She  Pities  "Joe" 
Hutchinson 

New  York — A woman  patron,  on  her 
way  out  of  the  Rivoli,  took  occasion  to 
scan  the  lobby  build-up  copy  for  “Son 
of  Frankenstein,"  a coming  attraction. 
She  also  took  occasion  to  remark, 
audibly,  "Never  hove  I seen  such  a 
lonesome  girl." 

She  was  looking  at: 

"The  menace  of  RATHBONE 
The  frightfulness  of  KARLOFF 
The  terror  of  LUGOSI 
The  hate  of  ATWILL 
Josephine  Hutchinson." 


due  in  April  . . . Harry  Weiner,  the  Phila- 
delphian, was  in  town  for  a brief  spell  the 
other  day  . . . Sol  Raives,  upstate  exhibi- 
tor, was  spotted  on  Broadway,  his  old 
stamping  grounds,  within  the  past  week 
. . . Lillian  Stark,  president  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Club,  is  thick  in  the  throes  of 
lining  up  talent,  etc.,  for  the  ninth  annual 
dance  slated  at  the  Waldorf,  February  25. 

Irving  Greenfield  of  Loew’s  legal  staff 
is  vacationing  in  Miami  Beach  and  Arnold 
Bernstein,  son  of  David,  and  also  of  Loew’s 
legal  battery,  is  taking  it  easy  at  Holly- 
7DOod,  Fla.  . . . Cresson  E.  Smith,  RKO 
division  head,  is  touring  all  branch  of- 
fices under  his  jurisdiction  . . . J.  Edivard 
Bromberg  has  shaken  the  Hollywood  dust 
for  a fortnight  on  Broadway  . . . Clinton 
F.  Ivins  has  joined  Audio  Productions  at 
Astoria  . . . Charlie  Garrett,  formerly  with 
GB,  is  now  working  for  Monogram  under 
Norton  V.  Ritchey. 

Ann  Rosenthal  is  back  with  GN  again 
and  is  located  in  the  AP  Bldg.  . . . Albert 
Lewin  sails  for  England  the  end  of  the 
month  . . . Ann  Sothern  and  her  husband, 
Roger  Pryor,  start  a week’s  engagement 
at  the  State,  January  19  . . . Gene  Picker 
has  called  off  the  contemplated  cruise  to 
Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam 
. . . Ray  Milland  returned  this  week  on 
the  Paris  and  headed  straight  for  Holly- 
wood and  the  Paramount  studios  . . . Mar- 
cel Heilman,  the  French  producer,  left  for 
home  on  the  same  boat  the  other  day. 

Herma7i  Robbins,  back  from  Miami  and 
"I  don’t  know  why,”  will  get  even  on  the 
ribbers  and  leave  again  February  15  for 
those  sunny  shores  where  a three-week 
vacation  07i  Jack  and  Jill  aivaits  him  . . . 
George  J.  Schaefer,  while  in  Miami  re- 
cently got  up  at  six  one  morning  to  go 
after  sail  fish.  The  reward  of  a day’s  labor 
was  an  undernourished  mackerel  . . . Al 
Seligman,  Columbia  accessory  head,  is 
making  a tour  of  the  company’s  branches 
and  will  be  gone  for  four  weeks. 

Sam  Dembow  heads  for  six  weeks  in 
Florida  in  about  three  weeks.  He’s  after 
a quiet  time  and  fish  . . . Milton  H.  Bren 
and  Norman  McLeod,  both  of  whom  had  a 
thing  or  two  to  do  with  “Topper  Takes 
a Trip”  lunching  together  at  “21”  . . . 
Harry  H.  Tliomas  and  Charlie  Paine  drop- 
ping into  the  same  plush  establishment  for 
a drink  with  Williard  McKay,  then  off 
to  other  parts  . . . William  K.  Howard 

(Continued  on  page  32-F) 
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Japan  Formulating 
Control  Measure 

New  York — American  distributxjrs  in 
Japan  are  viewing  with  considerable  con- 
sternation the  bill  for  the  control  of  the 
industry  which  the  government  is  whip- 
ping into  shape  for  presentation  to  the 
Diet  in  April,  reports  A.  A.  Lowe,  formerly 
general  manager  for  United  Artists  in  that 
territory. 

Lowe  is  here  on  a brief  vacation  await- 
ing the  return  of  UA’s  foreign  chief,  Ar- 
thur W.  Kelly,  to  receive  a new  assignment. 

Although  there  is  no  way  of  telling  how 
drastic  the  new  statute  wUl  be,  Lowe  admits 
it  may  follow  the  Italian  decree  which  was 
responsible  for  kicking  the  major  com- 
panies out,  much  against  their  will. 

He  says  the  Japanese  are  watching  the 
Italian  situation  with  a great  deal  of  in- 
terest. According  to  Lowe,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  united  stand  of  the  majors 
created  a strong  impression  in  Japan,  how- 
ever. 

Borrow  the  Rentals 

Currently,  the  major  companies  in  Japan 
are  distributing  approximately  200  pictures 
under  the  agreement  which  lifted  the  ban 
on  November  1,  Lowe  says.  But,  he  adds, 
no  provisions  have  been  made  for  taking 
the  film  rentals  which  will  accrue  during 
1939  out  of  the  country. 

Clarification  of  the  deal  concluded  is 
made  by  Lowe.  The  three  million  yen 
(approximately  $750, OOO")  now  on  deposit 
in  the  Yokohama  Special  Bank  of  San 
Francisco  is  the  money  deposited  there  by 
eight  major  companies.  Starting  in  Octo- 
ber, according  to  Lowe,  the  companies 
made  four  monthly  deposits  of  750,000  yen. 

That  money,  he  points  out,  represents 
an  estimated  total  of  the  revenue  which 
the  companies  should  have  received  during 
1938  and  can  be  redeemed  three  years 
hence.  What  the  companies  did  was  to 
lend  the  government  that  sum  without 
interest,  Lowe  states. 

He  says  Japan  is  now  being  governed  by 
a Fascist  regime.  In  this  connection,  Lowe 
says  the  reason  it  does  not  pay  to  be  t(X) 
pessimistic  concerning  the  future  there  is 
that  the  aimy  is  in  the  saddle  and  the 
army  has  always  been  favorably  inclined 
toward  American  films.  Military  clips  in 
newsreels  and  shorts  are  watched  with 
keen  interest,  he  says. 

Felt  Film  Shortage 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Japanese  pro- 
duce a little  more  than  500  pictures  a year, 
Lowe  informs  exhibitors  felt  the  shortage 
of  American  films  when  the  ban  was  in 
effect.  Japanese  films  increased  in  total, 
apparently,  but  not  in  quality.  But  to  com- 
plain, he  reveals,  would  have  labeled  the 
exhibitor  “unpatriotic”  which  would  not 
have  been  so  healthy. 

Lowe  feels  one  of  the  more  encouraging 
signs  is  that  distributors  learned  the  need 
to  operate  in  unison  if  they  want  to  con- 
tinue in  business  in  that  country.  “Adver- 
sity banded  us  together,”  Lowe  maintains. 


Spanish  Fascist  Press 
Attacks  the  Industry 

New  York — The  American  industry  in 
general,  and  Clark  Gable,  Norma  Shearer 
and  Samuel  Goldwyn,  specifically,  have 
become  the  objects  of  bitter  attacks  in  the 
press  of  Insurgent  Spain,  according  to 
the  Spanish  Information  Bureau. 

Under  the  title  “Jewish  Poison”  and  the 
subtitle  “Two  Undesirables:  Clark  Gable 
and  Norma  Shearer,”  the  Rebel  newspaper 
Diario  de  Burgos  published  an  article  up- 
holding the  recent  measures  taken  by  Italy 
against  American  films  “to  preserve  them- 
selves from  poison.”  Italy’s  example 
should  be  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  newspaper  is  said  to  have  declared. 

Special  object  of  the  insurgents’  wrath 
was  the  filming  of  “Idiot’s  Delight,”  which 
the  newspaper  described  as  a “Jewish 
play  . . . showing  Italy  during  the  time 
when  sanctions  were  applied  by  several 
countries  with  such  unjust  severity.”  Gold- 
wyn is  blacklisted  for  allegedly  producing 
an  anti-Nazi  film,  “The  Emigrants.” 

Miss  Shearer  and  Gable  are  said  to  be 
described  as  “two  undesirables  who  should 
not  be  allowed  in  Italy,  Germany,  Spain, 
Japan,  nor  in  any  of  those  countries  who 
are  today  marching  on  the  road  to  mag- 
nificent public  national  health.” 


Jack  Cohen  Eastern 
Manager  for  NSS 

New  York — Jack  Cohen,  metropolitan 
sales  manager  for  National  Screen,  has 
been  promoted  to  eastern  division  mana- 
ger, a newly  created  post. 

His  territory  includes  metropolitan  New 
York,  Boston,  New  Haven,  Philadelphia, 
Washington,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Cleveland 
and  Pittsburgh. 


Two  Franchise  Deals  Are 
Made  by  Trailer-Made 

New  York  — Trailer-Made  has  com- 
pleted 10-year  franchise  deals  with  Leroy 
D.  Kendis  of  Exhibitors’  Poster  Service, 
Cleveland,  and  Dave  Rosenfeld  of  Exhibi- 
tors’ Poster  Exchange,  Pittsburgh. 

Both  men  are  members  of  National 
Poster  Service  Ass’n,  which  several  years 
ago  had  a deal  on  with  the  trailer  com- 
pany for  all  of  its  members  to  handle 
Trailer-Made.  Ed  Mantell  and  Mark 
Block,  who  owned  Trailer-Made  at  the 
time,  dropped  the  negotiations  and  the 
company  subsequently  went  into  bank- 
ruptcy. 


Trailer-Made  in  One  Fox 
Chain;  Others  Talk  NSS 

New  York — Trailer-Made  has  signed  up 
19  theatres  in  the  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  subsidiary  of  National  'Theatres. 
Deals  are  on  for  renewal  of  trailer  service 
with  National  Screen  for  the  balance  of 
the  circuits.  While  here,  Charles  Skouras, 
operating  head  of  FWC,  conferred  with 
George  Dembow,  vice-president  of  National 
Screen,  on  a new  pact.  Dembow  leaves 
in  about  two  weeks  for  a tour  of  all  Na- 
tional Screen  offices.  He  expects  to  be 
gone  five  weeks. 


New  Memorandum 
In  Equity  Suit 

New  York— Taking  the  position  that  a 
recent  brief  filed  by  the  government  in 
opposition  to  defendants’  motion  for  a 
bill  of  particidars  in  the  equity  suit  filed 
here  is  “so  fundamentally  unsound  that 
they  should  not  remain  unanswered,” 
major  attorneys  have  filed  a new  memo- 
randum with  Judge  William  O.  Bondy. 

Bulk  of  the  memorandum  attacks  prece- 
dents cited  by  the  department  of  justice 
as  “totally  irrelevant  to  the  issue  before 
this  court,”  saying,  in  part,  “petitioner’s 
basic  premise  that  a motion  for  a bUl  of 
particulars  will  be  granted  only  when  the 
complaint  is  defective  is  erroneous.” 

Defendants’  attorneys  likewise  take  the 
position  the  decision  in  the  Sugar  Insti- 
tute case,  which  is  heavily  relied  upon  as 
a precedent  by  the  government,  “is  not 
authority  for  denying  any  of  the  par- 
ticulars requested  in  the  present  case.” 
They  say,  also,  that  “petitioner’s  refer- 
ences to  the  possible  availability  to  de- 
fendants of  deposition,  discovery  and  in- 
terrogatories under  the  new  rules  are  ir- 
relevant and  obscure  the  issue.” 

Other  points,  mostly  technical  in  char- 
acter, strive  to  show  that  the  granting  of 
the  defendants’  motion  for  a bill  of  par- 
ticulars “is  within  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  court,”  and  “should  be  granted  in  all 
respects.” 


Defendants  Insist  on 
Detailed  Data 

Chicago — B&K  and  Paramount  attor- 
neys, it  is  understood,  will  insist  that  in- 
dependents subpoenaed  for  depositions  in 
the  clearance  suit  here  answer  specifically 
all  questions  pertaining  to  “profit-and- 
loss  and  assets-and-liabilities”  in  connec- 
tion with  the  operation  of  their  proper- 
ties during  the  last  five  years. 

Defendant  attorneys  are  reported  ready 
to  resort  to  legal  means  to  compel  such 
action,  if  necessary. 


Goodman-Harrison  Quit 
Clearance  Suit 

Chicago — In  the  biggest  break  thus  far, 
Julius  Goodman  and  Lou  Harrison,  oper- 
ating the  Goodman-Harrison  circuit,  with- 
drew Thursday  from  the  ranks  of  plain- 
tiffs in  the  clearance  suit  here  against 
B&K  and  majors. 

The  surprise  move  came  a day  before 
the  circuit  operators  and  21  other  inde- 
pendents were  to  be  questioned  by  Master 
in  Chancery  Charles  A.  McDonald  in  fed- 
eral court. 

The  Goodman-Harrison  action,  it  is  felt 
here,  was  taken  wholly  on  the  initiative 
and  inclination  of  the  two  independent 
operators. 

One  leader  of  the  plaintiffs  said  the  ac- 
tion would  have  no  deterrent  affect  on  the 
prosecution  of  the  case  to  a conclusion. 


Stern  May  Withdraw 

Chicago — Joe  Stern,  another  plaintiff 
in  the  clearance  suit  here,  was  reliably  re- 
ported ready  to  withdraw  from  the  case 
as  deposition-taking  started  Friday. 
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Musician  Board  Plans 
Employment  Solution 

New  York-— Balked  in  its  effort  to  seek 
a solution  to  its  unemployment  problem, 
the  executive  board  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians,  after  a long  ses- 
sion with  producer  heads  and  Pat  Casey, 
majors’  labor  mediator,  has  resolved  to 
present  a concrete  program  when  the  next 
session  convenes  here  April  17.  Mean- 
while, the  AFM  executive  council  will  be- 
gin drafting  these  proposals  during  a 
meeting  in  Miami  Beach  next  week. 

Informal  discussions  have  been  going 
on  between  both  groups  during  the  past 
few  months,  but  major  executives  insist 
they  do  not  have  the  power  to  solve  the 
musicians’  unemployment  problem.  Their 
position  is  that  they  control  but  a minor- 
ity of  the  nation’s  theatres,  and  therefore 
could  not  reasonably  reinstate  orchestras, 
at  abortive  cost,  without  independents  fol- 
lowing suit.  They  also  say  that  they  have 
no  right  to  impose  a “score  change”  on 
film  rentals,  this  to  constitute  a $20,000,000 
annual  “relief  chest”  for  unemployed  mu- 
sicians, as  the  APM  recently  proposed. 

Two  American-Made  Films 
Ahead  lor  Annabella 

Hollywood — Annabella,  20th-Fox  star, 
remains  here  to  appear  in  two  produc- 
tions before  returning  to  England  where 
she  will  be  featured  in  two  productions 
at  the  company’s  British  studios. 


New  Corporations 


NEW  YORK 

Albany  — Worldart  Productions,  Inc., 
has  received  a charter  to  carry  on  a mo- 
tion picture  business  in  New  York.  Direc- 
tors include;  Sayre  R.  Klein,  Pearl  P. 
Ringel  and  Benedict  Santospirito,  580 
Fifth  Ave.,  New  York.  Saul  E.  Rogers,  580 
Fifth  Ave.,  is  attorney  for  the  company. 


DELAWARE 

Dover  — The  Associated  Town  Halls, 
Inc.,  was  formed  here  to  deal  in  theatrical 
and  motion  pictures,  etc.,  with  a capital 
of  1,000  shares,  no  par  value.  The  in- 
corporators are  Howard  E.  Lynch,  Frances 
A.  Evans,  and  B.  P.  Johnson  of  Dover. 

Milford  Theatre  Corp.,  has  been  char- 
tered to  deal  in  motion  pictures  with  a 
capital  of  10  shares,  no  par  value.  The 
incorporators  are  Hannah  Pahrer,  Eliza- 
beth Woods,  and  Anne  Eichel,  of  New 
York. 

The  two  firms  were  the  first  motion 
picture  companies  to  incorporate  in  Dela- 
ware in  1939. 


Fewer  Firms  Chartered 

Dover,  Del. — Motion  picture  film,  the- 
atre, radio  and  miscellaneous  amusement 
charters  filed  with  the  Delaware  secre- 
tary of  state  during  1938  showed  a de- 
crease in  comparison  with  the  correspond- 
ing 12  months  of  1937.  A total  of  59  new 
amusement  corporations  were  incorpo- 
rated in  Delaware  during  1938  as  com- 
pared with  75  in  1937. 


Cash  Game  Ousting 
Slow  to  Progress 

New  York — Little  tangible  progress  can 
be  expected  for  months  in  the  attempt  be- 
ing made  by  both  affiliated  and  indepen- 
dent operators  to  abandon  cash  games, 
according  to  observers. 

The  session  scheduled  for  Wednesday, 
during  which  the  committee  was  to  have 
heard  results  of  surveys  taken  in  other 
cities  where  the  successful  vitiation  of 
games  has  resulted,  was  called  off  due  to 
the  trade  practice  meetings.  It  is  known 
that  the  committee  was  not  prepared  to 
offer  results  of  surveys,  which  certain 
members  have  undertaken. 

Some  exhibitor  leaders  attach  consider- 
able significance  to  the  trial  in  special 
sessions,  January  31,  of  the  management 
of  Max  Cohen’s  Jewel,  which  is  charged 
with  violating  the  lottery  laws. 


Bendheim  Heads  American 
Projection  Society 

New  York — Edward  Med.  Bendheim  has 
been  installed  as  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Projection  Society,  the  induction  be- 
ing held  at  the  headquarters  of  Interna- 
tional Projector  Corp.  Other  officers  tak- 
ing office  include  Alfred  R.  T.  Bishop, 
vice-president;  Frank  McMahon,  secre- 
tary; James  Ambrosio,  treasurer,  and  Jack 
Chulchien,  sergeant-at-arms.  P.  A.  Mc- 
Guire Installed  the  men  in  addition  to  the 
board  of  governors  which  consists  of  Ed 
Ferris,  Ed  Levene,  Fred  D.  Smith,  Alex 
Polin  and  Tony  Rugino.  W.  Byrne  had 
served  for  the  past  five  years  and  re- 
jected another  term  due  to  pressure  of 
business  as  agent  for  Local  306. 


Seek  Historic  Ideas 

New  York  — Warner  has  invited  100 
prominent  American  educators,  historians, 
writers  and  editors  to  form  a committee 
to  select  episodes  in  the  history  of  the 
United  States  for  a series  of  patriotic 
films. 


Spanish  Pathe  News 

New  York — RKO  Pathe  now  is  making 
a Spanish  edition  of  its  newsreel  and  has 
hired  Lugo  Romero  to  do  the  editing  and 
narration. 


Mrs.  Lynch  Buried 

Gloversville  — Funeral  services  were 
held  this  week  for  Mrs.  Adelaide  Wilson 
Lynch,  wife  of  the  chief  film  buyer  for 
the  Schine  circuit  of  more  than  124  houses 
in  the  east.  In  addition  to  George  Lynch, 
surviving  are  a daughter  and  two  sons. 


Mrs.  Fannie  White  Rosen 

Albany — Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Fan- 
nie White  Rosen,  mother  of  Leo  Rosen, 
manager  of  the  Troy  Theatre,  Troy,  N.  Y., 
were  held  here.  She  is  survived  by  a hus- 
band and  two  sons. 


Ascap  Attorneys  Argue 
Two  Cases  in  Capital 

New  York  — Louis  D.  Frohlich  of 
Schwartz  & Frohlich,  counsel  for  Ascap, 
and  Former  Judge  Thomas  G.  Haight  of 
the  circuit  court  of  appeals,  argued  two 
decisions,  one  in  favor  and  the  second 
against  Ascap,  before  the  supreme  court 
in  Washington  early  this  week. 

One  decision  argued  was  that  handed 
down  by  the  state  of  Washington  in  which 
Ascap’s  petition  to  declare  the  law  against 
collection  of  Ascap  dues  unconstitutional 
was  dismissed  because  of  lack  of  jurisdic- 
tion. In  the  second  action,  the  Florida 
courts  held  in  favor  of  Ascap  and  granted 
the  organization  a temporary  injunction 
against  the  state  law. 

Frohlich  and  Haight,  who  has  repre- 
sented Ascap  in  numerous  matters  for  the 
past  20  years,  argued  against  the  Wash- 
ington decision  and  in  favor  of  the  Florida 
ruling. 

Late  last  week,  a statutory  court  com- 
posed of  three  judges  sitting  in  Helena, 
Mont.,  handed  down  a two-to-one  de- 
cision in  favor  of  the  law  in  that  state 
against  Ascap  levies.  The  case  had  been 
hanging  fire  for  about  two  years. 

Attorneys  for  Ascap  feel  that,  if  the 
supreme  court  holds  in  their  favor  on  the 
Florida  and  Washington  decisions,  the 
Montana  ruling  will  automatically  be  held 
invalid. 


Cleveland  Business  Shows 
An  Upturn,  Says  Holt 

New  York — Business  in  Cleveland  has 
been  very  gratifying  for  the  first  two 
weeks  of  the  new  year,  Nat  Holt,  RKO 
circuit  district  head,  stated  while  here  for 
home  office  conferences.  He  left  Thurs- 
day night  for  home. 

"It  looks  like  Cleveland  will  come  out 
of  the  slump,”  he  added.  “Generally,  busi- 
ness has  improved,  particularly  at  the 
Palace,  Cleveland,  where  vaudeville  is 
combined  with  pictures.”  He  said  that 
Cleveland  is  a center  of  manufacture  for 
automobile  parts  and  follows  Detroit  in 
business  pickup.  Detroit,  he  continued,  is 
very  active  and  so  is  Cleveland. 

Bill  Robinson  and  his  all-sepia  show 
goes  into  the  Cleveland  Palace  from  the 
Strand  here. 

Chicago  Censor  Slashes 
Increased  in  Year 

Chicago — A “friendly  warning”  to  the 
industry  was  voiced  by  Lieut.  Harry  M. 
Costello,  chief  of  Chicago’s  crime  preven- 
tion division  and  supervisor  of  Chicago’s 
five-person  censor  board,  as  he  announced 
the  annual  report  of  his  department.  The 
report  was  made  available  to  Boxoffice  as 
it  was  given  to  Commissioner  of  Jolice 
James  P.  Allman. 

The  report  showed  that  where  in  1937 
only  237  cuts  were  made  on  7,618,000  feet 
previewed  by  the  censor  board;  in  1938  a 
total  of  580  cuts  were  made  on  7,302,000 
feet  previewed.  This  is  an  increase  of 
nearly  150  per  cent  during  the  last  12- 
month  period. 
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Variety  Club  Hosts  First  Lady — 

Among  the  important  events  on  the  First  Lady’s  calendar  recently  was  at- 
tendance at  the  Washington  Variety  Club  luncheon  ivhen  the  club  presented 
11  incubator  units  to  Sibley  Hospital.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  is  pictured  here  between 
Rudolph  Berger,  M-G-M  branch  manager  and  chairman  of  Variety’s  wel- 
fare committee,  and  A.  Julian  Brylaivski,  of  Warner  Variety’s  retiring  chief 
barker. 


WA^IIHIIIIMC.TOM 


^HAT  was  quite  a preview  staged  at  Cum- 
berland, Md..  for  Robert  Taylor’s  new 
picture,  “Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  It  was 
brought  off  by  the  combined  interests  of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  represented  by 
Rudy  Berger  and  Carlton  Duff  us;  Loew’s, 
represented  by  Carter  Barron  and  Ray 
Bell;  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
probably  the  entire  city  of  Cumberland, 
including  the  adjacent  countryside  and 
mountainside,  Messrs,  Barron  and  Bell 
shepherded  a quorum  of  the  local  press 
up,  leaving  at  8:30  in  the  morning,  show- 
ing them  the  film  and  wearing  them  to  a 
frazzle  with  the  restaging  of  the  famed  old 
race  between  a stage  coach  and  the  B,  & 
0,’s  pride  of  the  1850’s,  returning  to  Wash- 
ington at  some  strange  hour  in  the  night. 
Quite  a preview. 

Charlie  Pettijohn,  chief  counsel  for  the 
Hays  office,  ivas  in  town,  helping  with  ad- 
vance plans  for  film  star  importations  for 
the  President's  Birthday  Ball  January  30 
. . . Some  of  the  boys  want  Scarlett  and 
are  betting  they  get  Paulette  Goddard  if 
they  ask  for  the  “G.W.T.W.”  heroine  . . . 
Jack  Benny,  passing  through  by  air  on  his 
way  to  New  York,  looked  almost  happy  and 
unconcerned.  That  was  the  day  before  the 
indictment  . . . Uptown  Theatre  has  ar- 
ranged with  an  adjacent  parking  lot  for 
free  parking  for  patrons  and  hopes  it  will 
be  a hypo  for  business. 

Trans-Lux  has  scooped  the  town  on  the 
Tom  Mooney  release,  booking  in  a two-reel 
short  tilted  “Tlie  Strange  Case  of  Tom 
Mooney,”  exclusively  . . . Downtown  thea- 
tres noted  noon  to  3 p.  m.  business  off  30 


per  cent  the  day  Congress  opened,  what 
with  every  one  huddling  at  radios  to  hear 
President  Roosevelt  speak. 

Plans  for  making  this  President's  Birth- 
day Ball  a star-studded  one  are  well  under 
way.  Melvin  C.  Hazen,  president  of  the 
board  of  district  commissio-ners,  and  for- 
mer Commissioner  George  C.  Allen,  chair- 
man of  the  general  committee  in  charge  of 
the  affair,  have  named  Nelson  B.  Bell, 
drama  editor  of  the  Washington  Post, 
chairman  of  the  entertainment  committee. 
As  vice-chairman.  Nelson  has  named  John 
J.  Payette,  Worrier’s  zone  manager;  Car- 
ter Barron,  eastern  division  manager  for 
Loew's;  Hardie  Meakin,  managing  direc- 
tor of  RKO  Keith’s,  and  Gene  Ford,  Loew’s 
production  manager,  all  of  whom  have  had 
experience  at  this  sort  of  thing. 

The  committee  of  theatre  and  newspaper 
men  now  gets  to  work  on  the  task  of  ar- 
ranging continuous  shows  at  some  seven 
hotels  and  two  theatres  for  the  birthday 
ball  night.  It  includes  the  following: 

Andrew  R.  Kelley,  John  Riseling,  Sidney  Ol- 
son, Howard  Burkhardt,  Jay  Carmody,  J.  Ray- 
mond Bell.  Betty  Hynes,  Fred  Rohrs,  Sam  Whee- 
ler. Frank  Sheridan,  Robert  Smeltzer,  Jess  Wil- 
lard. Richard  L.  Coe,  Sam  A.  G-alanty,  Katherine 
Hillyer,  Louise  Noonan  Miller.  Sidney  Lust.  Abe 
Tolkins,  Willim  B.  Dolph,  Michael  Flynn,  Gard- 
ner Moore,  Edmund  Plohn.  Angie  Ratto,  Harry 
Somerville.  Sol  Sorkin,  Fred  Thomas,  Charles 
Grimes,  Tiobert  Etris,  Fred  McMillan,  Alan  Bach- 
rach,  Maynard  Madden.  Dan  Reynolds,  LeRoy 
Sherman.  LaMarr  Keen,  James  Root,  Walter  Cers- 
ley,  George  Crouch,  Harry  Anger,  Frank  La 
Falce,  Guv  Wonders,  Harry  Lohmeyer,  Nat  Glas- 
ser,  Julian  Brylawski,  Bill  Ewing,  Dan  Terrell, 
Sidney  Mayers,  Alexander  F.  Jones,  George  De- 
Witt,  Bernie  Harter,  Charles  G.  Duffy,  John 
O’Rourke.  Harold  Kneeland,  B.  M.  McKelway,  I. 
William  Hill,  Rudolph  Berger,  Ed  Fontaine,  Paul 
Barron,  Sam  and  Jake  Flax.  Harry  Crull  and 
Harry  Brown. 


Hats  Off  to  Screen 
Guild  Air  Show 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Hollywood — An  example  unique  in  re- 
lief gestures  is  the  Screen  Guild  Show 
over  CBS  for  Good  Gulf.  Embraced  in 
the  venture  is  the  talents  of  more  than 
40,000  persons  engaged  in  all  branches  of 
production;  their  services  free,  their  nor- 
mal earnings  going  to  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Relief  Fund  for  a large-scale  home 
for  the  industry’s  less  fortunate. 

The  airshow  is  a double-barrelled  pro- 
ject. One  is  the  haven  that  it  makes  pos- 
sible for  the  needy.  The  other  is  the 
smooth-as-silk  entertainment  that  comes 
from  the  weekly  half-hour  Sunday  eve- 
ning broadcasts.  The  first  two  programs 
have  met  and  possibly  surpass  every  pro- 
duction standard  for  revue-type  shows. 
They  brought  into  play  the  talents  of 
Jack  Benny,  Joan  Crawford,  Fred  Astaire, 
Loretta  Young,  Herbert  Marshall,  Judy 
Garland,  Reginald  Gardiner,  George  Mur- 
phy, Morris  Ryskind  and  Ernst  Lubitsch. 

By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between 
the  Screen  Actors’  Guild,  Screen  Directors’ 
GuUd,  Screen  'Writers’  Guild  and  AMPP, 
and  the  sponsor  upwards  of  2,000  members 
of  the  SAG  are  available  for  the  series, 
assuring  the  appearance  of  front-ranking 
stars  at  least  once.  Writers,  directors  and 
technicians  have  consented  to  contribute 
their  services  when  requested. 

Fees  which  would  ordinarily  be  paid  for 
these  talents  will  be  used  for  one  large 
main  building  and  scores  of  individual 
bungalows  surrounding  it  near  here.  This 
project  is  the  realization  of  long  dreams 
and  hopes  that  the  industry’s  workers 
might  have  the  proper  care. 

These  are  Joseph  M.  Schenck’s  senti- 
ments; “The  problem  of  safeguarding  the 
future  of  those  who  contribute  to  the 
world’s  entertainment  through  their  loyal 
efforts  in  the  film  studios  is  a responsi- 
bility that  has  long  been  close  to  the 
hearts  of  the  producers.  We  know  how  all 
too  brief  fame  and  its  financial  emolu- 
ments may  be.” 


Exhibitor  Contest  on 
Shorts  by  M-G-M 

New  York — M-G-M  is  offering  exhibi- 
tors two  awards  for  “the  best  execution 
of  any  one  exploitation  idea  that  has  ap- 
peared in  Shortstory,  the  company’s  short 
subject  house  organ,  on  any  given  short. 
First  prize  is  an  option  of  a visit  to  the 
studios  or  the  World’s  Fair  in  New  York 
with  the  second  award  a trip  to  Ber- 
muda, all  expenses  paid. 

Gillham  Leaving  Jan,  20 
For  3 Months  West 

New  York — Robert  M.  Gillham,  public- 
ity and  advertising  head  for  Paramount, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  leaves  January 
20  for  a three-month  stay  on  the  coast. 

A New  York  Stock  Exchange  ticker  re- 
port early  this  week  listed  Paramount’s 
1938  earnings  at  approximately  $4,000,000. 
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Awaiting  Agnew  for 
Paramount  Plans 


New  York  — Describing  his  weekend 
visit  to  finish  uncompleted  business  with 
E.  J.  Sparks  when  he  was  switched  to  the 
coast,  Y.  Frank  Freeman  stated  that  the 
new  Paramount  program  awaits  the  ar- 
rival from  Hollywood  of  Neil  F.  Agnew. 
“We  are  working,  planning  and  studying, 
but  nothing  is  set.  However,  we  are  plan- 
ning the  same  number  as  this  season.” 

Admitting  that  production  is  strange  to 
him,  he  added  “I’m  in  kindergarten  in 
Hollywood.”  He  said  that  all  Paramount 
partnership  deals  are  set.  Agnew  leaves 
Monday. 

Abe  Montague,  Columbia  general  sales 
manager,  Janet  Gaynor  and  Grade  Fields 
will  arrive  on  the  same  train.  Montague, 
back  after  seven  weeks,  said  that  he  closed 
a three-year  franchise  with  Consolidated 
Circuit,  Honolulu. 

Miss  Gaynor  is  vacationing,  while  Miss 
Fields  sails  in  a week  for  England  to 
make  two  more  20th-Fox  pictures. 

Soviet  Film  Makers  Have 
A Salary  Ceiling,  Too 

New  York — The  U.  S.  S.  R.  has  been 
looking  into  the  matter  of  salaries  for 
film  directors,  scenarists,  cameramen  and 
composers,  and  thereby  hangs  a decree,  or 
its  equivalent,  according  to  an  Associated 
Press  dispatch  from  Moscow. 

A director  can  be  paid  in  rubles  the 
nominal  equivalent  of  from  about  $1,200  to 
$10,000  for  each  picture  according  to  its 
length,  quality  and  importance.  Camera- 
men can  be  paid  from  about  $400  to  $3,000. 

Higher  payments  can  be  made  only  in 
cases  of  outstanding  achievements  and  by 
special  approval  of  the  Council  of  People’s 
Commissars. 

In  addition  to  these  payments,  directors 
receive  salaries  of  between  $240  and  $400 
monthly,  cameramen  $200  to  $300,  scen- 
arists and  composers,  according  to  the 
character  and  importance  of  their  work, 
up  to  $8,000  per  scenario  or  $3,000  per 
composition. 

All  this  control  because  such  personnel 
is  “always  among  the  highest  paid  work- 
ers in  the  Soviet  Union.” 

Lasky  Contest  Auditions 
In  RKO  Theatres 

New  York  — Auditions  for  Jesse  L. 
Lasky’s  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contest 
will  be  held  in  local  RKO  theatres  next 
month.  Application  blanks  are  now  be- 
ing distributed  in  a tieup  with  Lasky’s 
radio  program  for  new  talent. 

According  to  the  plan,  50  cities  will 
select  nominees,  of  whom  18  will  be  sent 
to  Hollywood  with  all  expenses  paid  plus 
$25  while  being  trained  on  the  RKO  lot. 
Of  the  18,  one  boy  and  girl  will  be  chosen 
and  named  Alice  Eden  and  John  Archer. 
They  will  be  given  six-year  contracts, 
starting  at  $125  a week  and  scaling  up  to 
$1,000  at  the  end  of  six  years.  Both  win- 
ners will  appear  in  “Career,”  which  Lasky 
will  produce  from  the  novel  by  Phil  Stong. 
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JANUARY  seems  to  be  the  month  when 

all  good  moviemoguls  were  born.  For 
it’s  “Happy  Birthday”  to  Monogram’s 
Charlie  Hite  on  January  1;  UA’s  Harry 
Bodkin  (6),  Tex  Ritter  (12),  Martin  Elhs 
(15),  Universal’s  Joe  Engel  (16),  Repub- 
lic’s Harry  Wiener  (16),  Monogram’s  Si 
Perlsweig  (18),  and  Paramount’s  Earle 
Sweigert  (24)  . . . Goldie  Basso,  Harry 
Fiied’s  efficient  secretary,  rates  a birth- 
day greeting  on  the  12th. 

Charlie  Goldfine,  the  East  Falls  im- 
presario, was  grounded  for  a couple  of 
days  by  a heavy  cold  . . . Jim  Clark  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  President’s 
campaign  against  infantile  paralysis  here. 
The  campaign  will  he  under  the  aegis  of 
the  Variety  Club  ...  In  charge  of  the 
publicity  and  exploitation  will  be  E.  M. 
Orowitz  (EMO)  and  George  Deher  . . . 
Frank  Hollister,  veteran  exhibitor  and 
operator  of  the  Opera  House,  Girardville, 
died  last  week. 

Harry  Thomas  of  Tri-National  Pictures, 
New  York,  spent  a couple  of  days  making 
the  rotmds  on  Vine  Street  this  week  . . . 
Lou  Berman,  who  formerly  operated  the 
Warner  exchange  franchise  here,  in  town 
visiting  his  old  friends  on  Wednesday. 

Dorothy  Dennis,  Jim  Clark’s  comely  sec- 
retary, is  sunning  herself  on  the  Havana 
strands  . . . Vine  Street  biggies  turned  out 
en  masse  at  the  farewell  testimonial  to 
Eddie  Sherman  at  the  Warwick  Hotel  last 


Holiday  . . .Chairmanning  the  shindig  was 
Jay  Emanuel  . . . The  Showmen’s  Club 
executive  committee  held  a meeting  on 
Tuesday  niyht.  Important  action  on  the 
agenda  was  the  doubling  of  dues  in  the 
organization.  Tariff  now  is  $20  a year  . . . 
If  Ray  Johnston  can  make  it,  his  friends 
here  would  like  to  throw  him  a party  cele- 
brating his  25th  anniversary  in  the  busi- 
7iess.  , 

Every  Tuesday  night  a select  group  of 
moviemoguls  meet  at  the  Shanghai  Gar- 
dens in  Chinatown  for  dinner  and  wrap 
themselves  around  a couple  yards  of  egg 
foo  yung  and  chop  suey  ...  In  the  group 
are  A1  (Keswick)  Fisher,  Earle  (Para- 
mount) Sweigert,  A1  (20th-Fox)  Davis, 
Milt  (Iris)  Rogasner,  Bill  (Studio)  Gold- 
berg and  Oscar  (Horlachers)  Neufeld  . . . 
Whitey  Molish,  Horlachers’  traffic  man- 
ager, leaves  at  the  end  of  the  week  after 
18  years  continuous  service  to  become  a 
partner  in  the  Smith-Howell  Service,  an 
upstate  New  York  trucking  concern  . . . 
His  friends  here,  who  number  plenty,  wish 
him  the  best  in  his  new  venture. 

Eddie  Cantor,  here  last  week,  to  receive 
the  “Humanitarian  Award”  of  the  Order 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  hit  out  at  the  Nazis 
with  both  barrels  in  his  speech  of  accept- 
ance . . . The  Studio  Theatre  opened  with 
“Professor  Mamlock,”  the  anti-Nazi  film 
. . . Bill  Thomas,  former  assistant  maii- 
ager  of  the  Fox  Theatre,  has  taken  Jack 
McNeille’s  spot  as  manager  of  the  Studio. 


Warner  Renews  Lease  on 
P hilly  Fox  Theatre 

Philadelphia — Warner  has  renewed  its 
iease  on  the  Fox  Theatre  to  take  effect 
next  August  and  to  run  for  the  five  subse- 
quent years. 

The  lease  was  signed  over  the  objections 
of  George  Graves,  manager  of  the  Car- 
man Theatre,  who  urged  20th  Century- 
Fox  to  allow  him  to  lease  the  house  to 
give  an  independent  exhibitor  a foothold 
in  the  central  city.  Terms  of  the  War- 
ner lease  were  not  revealed. 


Interstate  Lawyers  in 
New  York  for  Case 

Washington  — Louis  Phillips  of  Para- 
mount’s home  office  legal  department  and 
George  S.  Wright,  representing  the  Inter- 
state circuit  in  Texas,  were  here  Wednes- 
day for  arguments  on  Paramount’s  ap- 
peal before  the  supreme  court  on  a lower 
court’s  findings  which  held  the  major 
companies  and  Interstate  combined  and 
conspired  to  control  exhibition  in  Texas. 

Robert  H.  Jackson  of  Attorney  General 
Prank  Murphy’s  staff  will  argue  for  the 
government. 
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To:  Red  Written  At:  New  York 

From:  Len  W.  Date:  Thursday 

I was  impressed,  and  thought  you'd  be,  too,  with  an  insight  on  the  lighter 
side  of  our  highly  serious  and  nerve-wracking  business.  I'm  getting  at  some- 
thing we  all  seem  to  have  forgotten.  That  is,  how  to  relax.  I ran  into  Stanton 
Griffis,  just  back  from  two  weeks  in  Florida,  and  was  particularly  struck  with 
how  healthy  and  rested  he  appeared.  The  reason,  he  said,  was  that  he  just 
dropped  all  cares  of  state  and  decided  to  have  fun.  He  cruised,  swam, 
sunned  and  fished.  Somehow,  tho,  1 don't  think  he  purged  all  business  from 
his  mind,  because  when  1 asked  him  how  many  fish  he  caught,  he  said: 
"More  than  you  can  catch  in  the  picture  business." 
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BROADWAY 


(Continued  from  page  32-A) 

is  scoring  “Back  Door  to  Heaven”  which 
he  made  with  Atlas  money  for  Paramount 
release  . . . Dudley  Murphy,  who  directed 
. . one  third  of  a nation”  with  the 
same  moneybags,  has  been  sneaking  the 
picture  around  New  York,  but  not  in  it 
. . . McKay,  another  who  is  looking  toward 
Miami  and  warm  weather  . . . Bill  Powers 
and  George  Dembow  strolling  down  Fifth 
Ave.  . . . Herb  Kline,  who  made  a docu- 
mentary in  Czechoslovakia,  is  back  and  is 
now  busy  with  editing. 

Joe  Hornstein  has  returned  from  Jack- 
sonville where  he  combined  business  with 
a two-week  pleasure  trip  . . . J.  Real 
Neth,  Columbus  exhibitor,  has  been  in 
town  for  a few  days  . . . Artie  Stebbins 
is  visiting  these  parts  . . . Flavia  Soraci, 
secretary  to  Larry  Schneider  of  Columbia’s 
foreign  publicity  department  on  Monday 
joins  Steve  Hannagan’s  office  . . . Harry 
Sherman  came  on  to  New  York  after  at- 
tending the  Paramount  mid-winter  sales 
sessions  in  St.  Louis  . . . Joe  Basson  and 
Eddie  Rugoff  got  together  the  other  day 
at  the  Astor  Hunting  Room  to  discuss  the 
operator  situation. 

Max  A.  Cohen  leaves  January  21  for  the 
coast  with  the  missus,  and  from  there 
heads  for  a Honolulu  vacation  . . . Abe 
Leff,  the  exhibitor,  plans  to  get  into  the 
swim  of  things  at  Miami  the  end  of  the 
month  . . . Walter  Reade  got  back  from 
the  coast  Tuesday  and  says  he  made  a 
clean  sweep  at  Santa  Anita  . . . Sol  Kra- 
vitz,  who  has  been  booking  for  local  ex- 
changes these  past  15  years,  is  anxious 
to  get  connected  with  one  of  the  major 
outfits  . . . Harold  Hurley  arrived  from 
the  coast  earlier  in  the  week  on  a social 
visit  . . . Walter  Huston  was  tendered  a 
luncheon  over  the  weekend  by  the  Fed- 
eration of  Jewish  Charities  . . . Walter 
Abel,  who  appeal’s  in  “PGng  of  the  Turf,” 
is  rehearsing  for  “Tire  Birds  Stop  Sing- 
ing,” a new  Broadway  play  venture  soon 
to  make  its  debut. 

Max  Baer,  under  tow  of  Harry  Blair, 
warmed  the  cockles  of  the  Ampa  as- 
semblage with  his  obviously  facetious  ob- 
servation that  “I  hope  to  pull  Grand  Na- 
tiO’nal  out  — ” with  the  instantaneous 
laughter  checking  any  further  amplifica- 
tion. Max  is  looking  forward  to  two  fights, 
the  second  of  which  will  be  for  the  world’s 
heavyweight  champio?iship . “If  I win,  and 
1 will,  it  will  help  my  standing  in  pictures. 
At  least,  on  the  screen,  they  won’t  be 
able  to  boo  me.  But  if  they  hiss,  I won’t 
be  able  to  hiss  back.  Well,  anyhow,  pic- 
tures are  easier.  At  least,  you  can  remem- 
ber your  name.” 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  briefly,  said  he 
had  only  time  to  say  “thank  you,”  and 
asked  pei’mission  to  make  a gesture.  No 
one  stopped  him,  and  he  paid  his  respects 
to  George  Stevens,  “as  an  artist.”  Gordon 
D.  Ellis  of  Greater  Union  Theatres  of 
Australia  made  a plea  for  more  film 
“successes”  which,  he  said,  are  always 
successful  “down  under”  if  they  are  here. 
Ralph  Rolan,  president,  made  an  open  bet 
of  $4.50  that  no  film  luncheon  group  had 


New  Use  Found 
For  Sound 

New  York — Forewarned  is  forearmed 
is  an  accepted  defensive  measure. 
Here  is  how  a couple  of  lads  in  a pro- 
jection booth  adopted  this  strategy  by 
giving  the  boss  the  hot  foot  without 
his  knowing  it.  It  seems  everytime 
the  boss  showed  up  on  on  unscheduled 
visit,  he  would  find  both  men  actively 
engaged  in  their  respective  tasks.  He 
became  suspicious  and  started  in- 
vestigating. Everytime  he  put  his  foot 
on  the  bottom  step  leading  to  the 
booth,  he  would  ring  the  buzzer  in  the 
booth.  The  boys  just  wired  the  steps 
for  sound. 


ever  met  a ladies’  hosiery  salesman.  No 
one  disputed  him,  so  he  introduced  Willy 
de  Mond,  who  designs  “style  stockings  for 
film  personalities,”  thereby  getting  “a  run 
for  his  money”  . . . George  Stevens,  pro- 
ducer-director of  “Gunga  Din,”  took  a 
bow.  As  did  Hazel  Flynn,  Lucille  Marsh  and 
Joel  Sayre.  About  50  attended. 

Street  scene:  Katharine  Hepburn,  in 
limousine  licensed  N.  Y.  H-91,  hatless  and 
up  frojit  with  the  chauffeur,  waiting  for 
traffic  and  eyeing  the  World  marquee  . . . 
Ed  Kuykendall’s  offspring.  Sonny,  pre- 
sented his  dad  with  a fine  leather  wallet, 
but  it  now  contains  $18  less  than  it  did 
before  Ed  dropped  it  in  the  washroom. 
Someo7ie  got  the  cash  but  left  the  wallet 
. . . RKO-Pathe’s  camera  crew,  consisting 
of  Joe  Walsh,  Harry  Smith,  Clarence  Ellis 
and  Dick  Hertel  leave  for  St.  Paul  in  a few 
days  to  make  a winter  sports  short,  and 
then  to  Hawaii  for  four  tropical  subjects 
. . . John  Manhehner , his  wife,  and  son, 
Seymour,  are  stopping  at  Maurice  Fleisch- 
mann’s  Essex  House  in  Miami  Beach  . . . 
Vincent  McFaul  of  Buffalo  and  E.  J.  Lud- 
wig and  John  Friedl  of  Minnesota  were 
visiting  Paramount  theatre  partners  . . . 
Hortense  Schorr  dropped  her  Columbia 
duties  for  a few  days  to  take  care  of  a 
cold. 

Jack  Cohn  dismissed  about  25  employes 
on  the  tenth  floor  for  a few  days  to  allow 
fumigators  to  go  to  work  when  a grippe 
epidemic  began  to  spread  . . . Jim  Boyle  of 
Rutgers  Neilson’s  staff  celebrated  his 
fifth  year  with  RKO,  and  his  tenth  in 
the  business  . . . Gertrude  Selig,  Mort 
Blumenstock’s  secretary,  got  in  the  way 
of  a cold  and  took  the  count  for  a few 
days  . . . Monroe  Greenthal  and  Myer 
Beck  have  some  very  amusing  observa- 
tions anent  that  “big  noise”  that  en- 
veloped Brooklyn  the  other  night,  and 
which,  according  to  newspapers,  faintly 
resembled  a publicity  stunt  for  “Trade 
Winds”  . . . Jack  Level  can’t  wait  until 
the  golf  season  officially  opens.  He  hit  the 
links  on  a balmy  Sunday  recently  and  al- 
ready is  $1.60  to  the  good  . . . The  Co- 
lumbian Club’s  annual  formal  dinner- 
dance  takes  place  Febi’uary  25  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria.  Leonard  Picker  is  chair- 
man of  the  entertainment  committee. 


Marvin  Schenck  on  January  27  leaves 
for  a Havana  vacation  . . . Gene  Picker 
leaves  for  Miami,  February  10,  and  will 
meet  Schenck  on  his  way  back  from  Cuba 
. . . Sidney  Samuelson  has  been  down 
with  a bad  cold  . . . Kenneth  Bernard 
Umbreit  of  the  RKO  legal  staff  is  the  au- 
thor of  “Our  11  Chief  Justices,”  now  in  its 
third  printing  by  Harpers  & Brothers  . . . 
Jack  Cohen,  new  division  manager  for 
National  Screen,  is  on  a three-week  tour 
of  his  offices  . . . Hugh  Williams  is  in 
town  after  finishing  a role  in  “Wuthering 
Heights.” 

Charlie  Skouras  has  with  him  on  his 
trip  abroad  a scroll  signed  by  Victor 
Sturdivant  and  his  FWC  managers  bid- 
ding him  bon  voyage.  He  also  has  a minia- 
ture Philco  radio  set  given  him  by  George 
Dembow  . . . Eddie  Cantor  has  gone  to  the 
coast  to  start  work  on  “The  Plying  York- 
shireman”  for  RKO  . . . Sam  Fox  is  back 
from  Miami  and  is  looking  forward  to  a 
trip  abroad  soon  . . . Janet  Gaynor  is  a 
visitor. 

Richard  Batcheller,  son  of  the  late 
George  R.  Batcheller,  is  now  working  in 
the  Monogram  contract  department  while 
his  brother,  George  jr.,  is  with  Republic 
. . . Grade  Fields,  20th-Fox’s  English  star, 
is  back  from  the  coast  and  continuing  her 
vacation  here  . . . Lou  Diamond  is  mak- 
ing his  headquarters  for  the  present  at 
the  Paramount  studios  on  the  coast  where 
he  is  viewing  product  of  independent  pro- 
ducers of  short  subjects  . . . Frank  Dono- 
van, RKO  Pathe  director,  is  in  Canada. 


Film  Shift  to  Florida 
Seen  by  Executive 

Miami — “The  moving  picture  industry 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to  move 
immediately  to  Florida — if  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  avoid  what  has  been  term- 
ed ‘confiscatory  taxaiton’  in  California, 
but  this  change  can  only  be  made  grad- 
ually.” 

That  is  the  conviction  of  Herbert  Jaedi- 
ker,  art  director  for  United  Artists  who 
is  now  vacationing  on  Miami  Beach  with 
his  wife  and  daughter.  The  Jaedikers  plan 
a Cuban  jaunt  before  they  return  to  New 
York. 


A1  Selig  Will  Distribute 
Marcel  Heilman  Feature 

New  York — A1  Selig  has  closed  with 
Marcel  Heilman  for  the  American  dis- 
tribution of  “Double  Crime  in  the  Maginot 
Line,”  produced  in  France.  Four  others 
are  being  considered  for  similar  handling. 
Temporary  offices  have  been  set  up  by 
Selig  in  the  Godfrey  Building. 


Nearly  $80,000  Raised 
For  JWF  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Nearly  $80,000  of  the  indus- 
try’s quota  of  $100,000  in  the  $2,000,000 
Chicago  campaign  for  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Fund  has  been  raised  thus  far.  The  drive 
has  two  and  a half  weeks  to  go  yet. 
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Richmond  Theatre  Men 
Block  Rental  Proposal 

Richmond,  Va. — -A  committee  of  local 
theatre  managers  succeeded  in  blocking 
the  efforts  of  New  York  interests  to  lease 
the  Administrative  Building  and  other 
buildings  at  the  Virginia  state  fair 
grounds,  for  an  annual  rent  of  $3,000, 
when  they  appeared  before  the  city  coun- 
cil finance  committee.  The  New  Yorkers 
were  planning  to  turn  the  building  into 
an  indoor  sports  center.  The  chief  ob- 
jections of  the  theatre  men  were  the  facts 
that  the  city  would  be  turning  over  build- 
ings valued  at  over  $80,000  for  an  an- 
nual rent  of  $3,000  to  go  into  competition 
with  local  business  concerns  who  have 
spent  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in 
the  erection  of  amusement  places  and  are 
now  paying  heavy  taxes  on  the  same. 

This  committee  was  composed  of  Charles 
A.  Somma,  Morton  G.  Thalhimer,  Walter 
Coulter,  Sam  Bendheim  jr.,  Harold  Wood, 
A.  Prank  O’Brien,  and  Col.  Robert  T.  Bar- 
ton, counsel  for  the  MPTO  of  Virginia, 
was  spokesman. 

Loew's  Announces  More 
Managers  ShuHled 

New  York — Loew’s  has  effected  the  fol- 
lowing managerial  personnel  changes  in 
its  metropolitan  circuit; 

Murray  Sharf,  assistant  at  the  State, 
is  promoted  to  manager  of  the  Alpine.  W. 
Simon,  whom  Sharf  replaces,  transfers  to 
the  Century,  with  William  Woolfolk  be- 
coming a relief  manager. 

Paul  Murphy,  assistant  at  the  Orpheum, 
has  been  made  assistant  manager  at  the 
State.  George  Ruggles,  assistant  at  the 
167th  St.,  gets  a similar  post  at  the  Or- 
pheum. John  Natoli,  assistant  at  the  Boro 
Park,  goes  to  the  167th  St.  as  assistant. 

Albert  Ellner,  assistant  at  the  Holly- 
wood, is  transferred  to  the  Boro  Park  as 
assistant.  Nathan  Bemstock,  temporary 
assistant  at  the  Post  Road,  goes  to  the 
Hollywood  in  a similar  capacity.  Reginald 
Forsyth,  chief  usher  at  the  Apollo,  is  pro- 
moted to  assistant  manager  at  the  Post 
Road. 

May  Tear  Down  Three 
New  York  Theatres 

New  York  ■ — City  Investing  may  tear 
down  the  Astor,  Bijou  and  Morosco  this 
summer  and  build  an  office  building  and 
a new  theatre  to  replace  the  three  houses. 
Loew’s,  which  has  a lease  on  the  Astor 
which  runs  until  April,  is  not  interested 
in  the  new  theatre  planned  and  it  is  stated 
demolition  of  the  present  structures  will 
not  take  place  until  a tenant  for  the  new 
house  can  be  secured. 

Other  tenants  are  understood  ready  to 
vacate  on  60  days’  notice. 

Ralph  Dietrich  Named 
Assistant  to  Joy 

Hollywood — Ralph  Dietrich  is  now  as- 
sistant to  Jason  Joy,  personnel  manager 
at  20th  Century-Fox.  Dietrich  formerly 
was  assistant  to  Gene  Markey,  associate 
producer. 


^HE  Tenth  Annual  Theatrical  Ball, 

sponsored  by  lATSE,  local  87,  will  be 
held  at  Tantilla  Garden  on  Monday, 
February  20.  Claude  Wilson  is  chairman 
of  the  committee,  which  is  composed  of 
Tom  Jones,  Dan  Anderson,  Otis  Bugg,  Joe 
Baird,  Buck  Colgin,  Earl  Clator,  Harry 
Jarvis,  John  Clator,  Frank  Mathews,  Tom 
Murphy,  Jim  Evans,  Joe  LaPrade,  L.  C. 
Ratcliffe,  John  Leary,  C.  C.  Leibs,  Stew- 
art Atkisson,  Bill  Walsh,  Kenneth  Sick- 
inger,  Louis  Levin  . . . Otis  Bugg,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  National,  has  opened  a 
road  house  out  on  Petersburg  Turnpike 
. . . Fire  in  the  booth  of  the  Cavalier, 
Suffolk,  destroyed  part  of  a print  of  “Imi- 
tation of  Life”  and  badly  burned  the  opera- 
tor, Clarence  Mathews. 

Joe  Vogel  mid  Oscar  Dooh,  Loew  New 
York  officials  were  in  town  visiting  the 
local  Loew’s  theatre  . . . Allen  Sparrow, 
manager  Loew’s,  has  returned  to  his  desk, 
after  being  out  for  several  weeks  under- 
going an  appendectomy.  During  his  ab- 
sence, Bob  Etchberger,  assistant  manager 
of  Loew’s  State,  Norfolk,  helped  out  Charlie 
Yerby  . . . Barron  Ramsey,  former  member 

"Snow  White"  1938's  Best 
Is  Reviewers'  Opinion 

New  York — “Snow  White  and  the  Sev- 
en Dwarfs”  was  the  best  picture  of  1938 
in  The  Film  Daily’s  poll,  the  17th,  and, 
as  usual,  conducted  among  critics  and  re- 
viewers. The  Disney  feature  established 
an  early  lead  which  was  never  seriously 
threatened  and  cleared  its  imtouched  first 
position  with  419  votes,  or  47  more  than 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  at  372. 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  captured  third 
spot  with  324  votes;  “Boys  Town,”  fourth 
with  313;  “Marie  Antoinette,”  fifth  with 
287;  “In  Old  Chicago,”  sixth  with  243; 
“The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood,”  seventh 
with  218;  “The  Citadel,”  eighth  with  210; 
“Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy,”  ninth  with  190 
and  “The  Hurricane,”  10th  with  172.  In 
the  first  10,  M-G-M  landed  four;  20th 
Century-Fox,  two,  and  Columbia,  Radio, 
UA  and  Warner,  one  apiece. 

Over  500  votes  were  cast.  The  “Honor 
Roll,”  which  embraces  pictures  with  10 
or  more  votes,  this  year  ran  to  48  other 
trailing  pictures,  led  off  by  “Four  Daugh- 
ters.” In  this  secondary  division,  M-G-M 
led  with  14;  Paramount,  UA  and  Warner 
tied  for  second  position  with  eight  each. 
Universal  rated  four;  RKO,  three;  Colum- 
bia, GB  and  20th  Century-Fox,  one  each. 

Chicago  Allied  Mum  on 
"Divorce"  Bill  Report 

Chicago — None  of  the  Allied  members 
here  this  week  would  discuss  the  rumor 
that  a possible  theatre  divorcement  bill, 
modeled  after  the  North  Dakota  law,  would 
be  introduced  in  the  current  Illinois  legis- 
lature in  Springfield. 


To  "Blondie"  Cast 

Hollywood — Jonathan  Hale  and  Stan- 
ley Brown  have  been  added  to  the  cast 
now  being  assembled  for  “Blondie  Steps 
Out”  at  Columbia. 


of  the  Byrd  service  staff,  has  returned  to 
Hollywood,  Fla.,  being  replaced  by  Joe 
Fields  . . . Jack  Derrenberger  has  moved 
his  Art  Guild  from  Loew’s  Theatre  to  718 
East  Franklin  St. 

Frank  Cowardin  was  reelected  president 
of  the  Richmond  Musicians’  Ass’n  and 
Carl  N.  Wallnau,  secretary,  for  the  tenth 
consecutive  year.  Others  reelected  were 
Burt  Asbury,  treasurer,  and  the  following 
executive  board  members:  George  Abeloff, 
Gordon  Smith,  William  Henry,  Jay  Kauf- 
man, Claude  Elam  and  Henry  Caprio. 
New  officials  are  Bert  Repine,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  Paul  Cartwright,  member  of 
the  board  . . . Jake  Beeker  has  resigned 
as  assistant  manager  of  the  James  in 
Newport  News  . . . Dick  Eason,  former 
manager  of  the  Isis  and  Trenton  in 
Lynchburg,  is  now  associated  with  the 
Schine  circuit  in  Maryland  . . . The  Grand 
Theatre  team  in  the  Neighborhood  The- 
atres Duckpin  League  came  within  one 
game  of  the  first  place  Byrd  team  as  “Pop” 
Williams  set  two  new  records  for  game 
and  set  of  146  and  361.  The  Grand  team 
also  set  new  team  record  set  of  1,538. 

Will  Hays  Says  Industry 
Facing  a Challenge 

New  York — The  maximum  usefulness 
of  the  industry  still  is  keyed  to  develop- 
ment in  meeting  new  and  changing  con- 
ditions, cautions  Will  H.  Hays  president 
of  the  MPPDA,  speaking  before  a lunch- 
eon meeting  of  national,  civic,  educational, 
religious,  welfare  and  youth  leaders,  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel. 

According  to  Hays,  the  industry  faces 
a challenge  today  to  retain  the  gains  of 
the  past.  “What  is  done  in  the  future,” 
he  emphasizes,  “must  be  brought  about,  as 
in  the  past,  through  partnership  with  the 
public  constructively  interested  in  the 
highest  development  of  motion  pictures.” 


Select  Launches  New 
Valentino  Revival 

New  York — ^“The  Eagle,”  second  large- 
scale  revival  release  to  star  Rudolph  Valen- 
tino, has  been  launched  with  extended  en- 
gagements at  the  Waldorf,  and  Shea’s  Ful- 
ton, Pittsburgh.  Select  Enterprises  is 
handling  the  picture.  Within  the  next 
month  first  runs  in  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Newark  and  Philadelphia  will  open 
engagements.  A1  O.  Bondy  is  on  the  road 
in  the  interests  of  “The  Eagle”  and  “Moon- 
light Sonata.” 

Two-Year  Columbia  Pact 
For  Joe  E,  Brown 

Hollywood — Joe  E.  Brown  has  been 
signed  to  a two-year  pact  by  Columbia, 
which  last  season  released  two  pictures 
produced  by  David  Loew  and  in  which  the 
star  appeared. 
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Would  Amend  Labor 
Law  for  Agencies 

Albany — A resolution  has  been  intro- 
duced by  Assemblyman  Devany  to  amend 
the  labor  law  in  relation  to  employment 
agencies,  but  would  not  apply  to  a theatri- 
cal or  radio  broadcasting  booking  office 
owned,  operated  or  controlled  by  a corpo- 
ration which  itself  or  through  subsidiaries 
ouTis  or  operates  20  or  more  theatres  or  a 
network  system  of  radio  broadcasting  or 
television. 

Also  in  the  legislative  hopper  are  bills 
proposing  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  that  lotteries  or  any  other  kind  of 
gambling  be  declared  unlawful;  revision  of 
the  general  construction  law  making  each 
Saturday  during  July  and  August  a holi- 
day; the  Crews  proposal  requiring  all  thea- 
tres to  have  two  men  in  a booth  in  first- 
class  cities,  and  a measure  which  would 
make  it  a misdemeanor  for  any  person  who 
shall  exhibit,  in  public  or  private,  pictures 
or  other  displays  which  in  any  way  incite 
hostility  against  any  group  by  reason  of 
race,  color,  religion  or  manner  of  worship. 


gTAGE  Hands  Local  284  of  Wilmington 

installed  the  following  newly  elected 
officers:  President,  Albert  W.  Wilson;  vice- 
president,  John  Kelleher;  financial  and 
corresponding  secretary,  George  Josephs; 
recording  secretary  and  treasurer,  Howard 
Oster;  sergeant-at-arms,  Gilbert  Jenkins; 
business  agent.  Prank  J.  Pappa.  The  ex- 
ecutive board  includes  Wilson,  Kelleher, 
Jolin  Behringer,  Herbert  Springbett,  and 
A.  N.  Cole.  Delegates  to  the  Central  Labor 
Union  are  Wilson,  Kelleher,  Cole  and 
James  Mackin.  Delegates  to  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  are  Behringer  and 
Cole. 

Attorney  George  Lodge’s  Green  Lantern 
Theatre  at  Claymont,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Wilmington,  which  closed  several  weeks 
ago  after  citizens  lodged  protests  against 
the  showing  of  “sex”  pictures  and  reopened 
later  vnth  the  film  “Ecstasy”  has  been 
closed  again.  It  was  operated  by  Raymond 
Lewis  of  Philadelphia  . . . Screen  Actress 
Alin  Sothern  was  a Wilmington  visitor 
last  week  visiting  her  husband,  Roger 
Pryor,  orchestra  leader,  appearing  on  the 
Stanley -Warner  Theatre  stage  . . . Frank 
J.  Pappa,  S-W  electrician,  was  re-elected 
president  of  the  Central  Labor  Unio-n  . . . 
Candidates  for  service  jobs  at  the  new 
$660,000  Warner  Theatre  to  be  completed 
and  opened  shortly  have  been  announced. 
Candidates  are:  Herbert  Slattery,  John 
Leader,  Charles  Brodie,  Warren  Hall,  Rob- 
ert Roberts,  Chris  Poplis,  William  Flowers, 
Eugejie  Colbourn,  Tommy  Connell.  Vidor 
Niglio,  and  Earl  Riggin.  ushers  and  door- 
men: Helen  Redmile  and  Evelyn  Sapina, 
boxoffice;  Charles  Emory,  porter,  and  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Lewis,  matron.  Lewis  S.  Black, 


B l!U  IF  IF  A III  CO 

jyjRS.  GEORGE  LYNCH,  wife  of  the 
Schine  Theatres  executive,  is  dead, 
after  a long  illness.  Numerous  distributors 
and  exhibitors  attended  the  funeral  early 
this  week  (Monday)  in  Gloversville  . . . 
Nicholas  J.  Basil,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Basil  Brothers’  Thea- 
tres, announced  these  managerial  changes: 
Sidney  Mattison,  from  city  manager,  Ni- 
agara Falls,  to  Victoria,  Buffalo  and  city 
exploitation;  Emil  Rothfuss,  from  Victoria 
to  Jefferson;  Leon  Pearson,  from  Jefferson 
to  Genesee;  H.  E.  Pearson,  from  Genesee 
to  State  and  LaSalle,  Niagara  Falls;  Wal- 
lace Krieger,  from  Roxy  to  Rainbo,  Niagara 
Falls;  Richard  Miller,  from  assistant  to 
manager,  Roxy. 

William  Bork,  for  several  years  booker 
for  Universal  Films  here,  has  been  pro- 
moted to  the  sales  staff  and  taken  over  the 
Syracuse  territory,  under  Manager  John 
J.  Scully  ...  A.  Charles  Hayman,  man- 
aging director  for  the  Lafayette,  has  gone 
to  Miami  for  his  anrnial  winter  vacation 
. . . Former  Mayor  Charles  Schwab,  whose 
$2,500  prize  Bingo  game  in  the  old  Gayety 
Theatre  brought  police  action  that  resulted 
in  three  indictments — no  trials  as  yet — 
now  is  offering  Bango,  with  reissues  of 
five-year-old  films.  Police  have  inquired, 
but  no  action  is  indicated,  as  game  is  iden- 
tical to  that  played  elsewhere  in  the  city, 
though  prices  are  much  higher  and  awards 
much  larger. 

Shea’s  Buffalo  set  a precedent  this  week 
for  its  13  years  with  a holdover  of  the 
MacDonald-Eddy  Metro  color  film,  “Sweet- 
hearts.” It  was  the  first  second-week  run 
of  a show  since  the  opening  of  the  house 
in  January,  1926  . . . Ice-encased,  the  body 
of  George  A.  Russell,  former  theatre  usher 
and  son  of  Darid  Russel,  Great  Lakes  Tliea- 
tre  engineer,  was  recovered  from  the  Ni- 
agara River,  off  Grand  Island,  three  miles 
from  where  he  disappeared.  'The  boy  had 
been  missing  since  a late  November  night 
when  he  left  his  car  on  the  International 
Peace  Bridge. 


Monogram  Report  Shows 
An  Upturn  in  Gross 

New  York — W.  Ray  Johnston,  president 
of  Monogram,  flew  in  from  the  coast 
Friday  to  attend  the  regular  board  meet- 
ing. 

Leon  Fromkess,  comptroller,  made  his 
report,  showing  a definite  upturn  in  gross 
and  net  operating  results  for  the  last 
quarter. 


present  Aldine  manager,  will  pilot  the  new 
theatre. 

Miss  Helen  Ulman  was  hostess  to  all  em- 
ployes of  Ulman’s  New  and  Delmar  Thea- 
tres at  Salisbury,  Md.  The  Celebration 
commemorated  the  beginning  of  the  51st 
year  of  the  Ulmans  in  show  business  and 
the  recent  addition  of  the  Delmar  Tlieatre 
to  the  Ulman  circuit  . . . The  Schine  Cir- 
cuit of  New  York  has  taken  over  the  Waller 
Theatre  at  Laurel,  Del.  Improvements  are 
being  completed. 


Divorce  Validitg 
Test  Feb.  27 


Washington — Validity  of  the  North  Da- 
kota theatre  divorcement  law  is  expected 
to  be  argued  the  week  of  February  27  in 
the  supreme  court. 

Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  its  two 
subsidiaries,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co., 
and  the  American  Amusement  Co.  of  Min- 
nesota, are  appealing  from  a three -judge 
federal  court  in  the  North  Dakota  dis- 
trict. 

A request  by  Paramount  fur  an  injunc- 
tion against  enforcement  of  the  law  on 
the  ground  that  it  rioJated  the  due  pro- 
cess and  commerce  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution was  dismissed  by  the  lower  court 
which  had  upheld  the  law. 


A IIL  IIBI  AMY 

JJDY'THE  HARRIS,  of  the  M-G-M  ex- 
change, was  married  to  Dr.  Abraham 
H.  Levine,  Albany  dentist,  at  a ceremony 
in  Temple  Beth  El,  Troy.  Sunny  Ber- 
muda was  their  honeymoon  spot.  The 
couple  will  live  at  the  Mayflower  Apart- 
ments in  Albany. 

The  four  Fabian  theatres  arid  the  four 
Warner  Bros.’  theatres  joined  with  other 
Albany  firms  and  individuals  in  a page 
newspaper  advertisement  congratulating 
Governor  Herbert  H.  Lehman  on  his  in- 
auguration for  the  fourth  term. 

Waterford  children  packed  the  Casino 
Theatre  for  an  afternoon  picture  show 
and  refreshments  at  the  annual  Christ- 
mas party  given  by  Charles  J.  Brady  Post, 
American  Legion. 

The  Palace  and  the  Albany  Times  Union 
played  host  at  a morning  show  on  the  final 
Saturday  of  December  to  youngsters  whose 
birthdays  occurred  during  that  month. 
Fabian  management  books  a series  of 
comedy  shorts  for  the  special  perform- 
ance, usually  attended  by  200  or  300  chil- 
dren. The  newspaper  checks  the  birth 
dates  and  gives  publicity  to  the  entertain- 
ment. 

Leo  Rosen,  manager  of  Warner  Bros.’ 
Troy  Theatre,  is  receiving  condolences  on 
the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Fannie 
White  Rosen,  who  passed  away  in  the 
Leonard  Hospital,  Troy,  after  a long  ill- 
ness. 


Universal  Trio  Delays 
Trip  to  West  Coast 

New  York — Scheduled  to  leave  for  prod- 
uct conferences  at  the  studio  this  week, 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  president  of  Universal; 
William  A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager; 
and  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  foreign  head, 
have  delayed  their  departure  until  Jan- 
uary 20. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER. 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Many  Join  German  SWG  Adds  to  Charges  Now 
Severance  Move  Confronting  Producers 


With  Committee’s  of  56  completely  or- 
ganized in  12  cities  and  between  40  to  50 
small  communities,  a formidable  array  of 
some  600  leaders  in  all  fields  of  endeavor 
is  solidly  behind  the  declaration  which 
seeks  severance  of  economic  relationship 
between  this  country  and  Germany. 

Organizers  of  the  original  committee 
here  say  reception  to  support  of  the 
declaration  is  “most  encouraging,”  par- 
ticularly in  that  it  has  brought  response 
from  sections  where  this  sort  of  activity 
has  never  previously  taken  place.  In  fact, 
they  say  it  may  be  necessary  to  set  up 
regional  or  state  directors  to  harness  the 
enthusiasm  of  signers.  This  idea  may  be 
tabled  since  it  is  desirous  of  keeping  ex- 
penses down.  Another  thought  is  to  set 
up  self-enlarging  and  self-developing  sub- 
committees to  handle  circulation  of  peti- 
tions. 

Since  it  is  claimed  that  sentiment  of  the 
Committee  of  56  is  generally  known  in 
larger  cities,  the  committee  is  especially 
heartened  with  response  in  smaller  com- 
munities, and  this  phase  of  organization 
is  viewed  as  especially  important  as  it 
might  bear  upon  the  President  and  con- 
gress. 

Within  the  past  week  Committees  of  56 
were  organized  in  San  Diego,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Portland,  Denver,  Chicago,  Cleve- 
land, Nashville,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  and  Washington.  In  about 
four  weeks,  when  it  is  expected  complete 
national  coverage  will  have  been  effected, 
all  documents  will  be  forwarded  here.  A 
Hollywood  delegation  will  then  make  a 
final  appeal  in  a cross-country  tour,  cul- 
minating with  an  elaborate  function  in 
Washington,  when  the  petitions  will  be 
presented  to  the  President  and  congress. 


Biberman  Represents 
The  Anti-Nazi  League 

Representing  the  Anti-Nazi  League 
in  a trek  to  the  Congress  of  the  Ameri- 
can League  for  Peace  and  Democracy  in 
the  nation’s  capital  was  Herbert  Biber- 
man, screen  viuiter  and  director,  who  was 
on  hand  to  hear  Sen.  William  H.  King, 
of  Utah,  express  his  support  of  the  pro- 
grams outlined  by  the  League  and  by  the 
Committee  of  56. 

Hollywood  Now,  official  League  publica- 
tion, gave  considerable  prominence  to  an 
interview  obtained  from  Gary  Cooper,  film 


star,  upon  his  recent  return  from  a Euro- 
pean trip,  during  which  he  spent  five  days 
in  Berlin.  Cooper,  in  the  interview,  de- 
clared the  German  people  as  a whole  were 
not  in  accord  with  Nazi  principles,  as- 
serted they  acted  as  though  they  “had  a 
death  warrant  that  was  about  ready  to  be 
signed,”  and  opined  that  the  masses  re- 
spect and  hold  the  United  States  in  awe 
as  a land  of  personal  liberty. 

The  acquittal  of  Henry  Allen,  admitted 
anti-Semitic  crusader,  in  superior  court 
on  charge  of  illegal  registration  and 
fraudulent  voting,  brought  forth  no  of- 
ficial comment  from  the  Anti-Nazi  League 
or  its  members,  although  Now  had  pre- 
viously given  editorial  and  news  coverage 
to  the  impending  trial  in  the  course  of 
the  League’s  activities  in  uncovering  Al- 
len’s interest  in  disseminating  anti-Sem- 
itic literature.  The  League  also  was  re- 
sponsible for  tracing  Allen’s  connection 
with  an  organization  known  as  the  Mili- 
tant Christian  Patriots. 

Judge  Thomas  Ambrose,  in  his  ruling, 
gave  Allen  the  benefit  of  a “reasonable 
doubt”  that  his  rights  as  a citizen  were 
never  restored  following  a prison  sentence. 


Britain  Before  Munich 
Pact  Into  Celluloid 

The  recent  world  crisis  which,  until  the 
signing  of  the  Munich  pact,  had  Great 
Britain  fortifying  London  against  possible 
attack,  will  be  the  subject  of  a film  to 
be  produced  by  Charles  R.  Rogers  imder 
the  title  “That  Crucial  Night.”  Randall 
Faye,  English  director,  will  script. 


Historical  Shorts 

Warner  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce two  more  in  its  series  of  historical 
short  subjects  during  the  winter  months 
— one  based  on  Andrew  Jackson  and  one 
on  Stephen  Foster,  famous  American  com- 
poser. Charles  Tedford  will  script,  both 
to  be  filmed  in  Technicolor. 


Hike  Jack  Hively 

Jack  Hively,  film  editor,  has  been  boost- 
ed to  a directorship  at  RKO  Radio  and, 
as  his  initial  assignment,  will  pilot  “They 
Made  Me  a Spy.” 


Anticipating  the  national  labor  relations 
board  would  definitely  set  a hearing  date 
before  the  end  of  the  week,  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild  has  embarked  on  a new 
and  active  campaign  in  its  drive  for  pro- 
ducer recognition  by  filing  additional 
charges  with  the  labor  body — including  45 
additional  affidavits  charging  producers 
with  “intimidation,  coercion  and  other  un- 
fair practices”  and  attacking  the  validity 
of  the  working  agreement  now  held  by  the 
Screen  Playwrights. 

'These  developments  were  revealed  at  an 
SWG  mass  meeting  at  which  the  organ- 
ization’s directorate  was  unanimously  en- 
dorsed for  its  handling  of  the  case. 

Other  Guild  activity  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild,  which  con- 
fined its  attentions  principally  to  a rou- 
tine weekly  board  meeting  at  which  it  was 
announced  further  action  on  the  proposed 
agency  licensing  plan  agreement  between 
the  SAG  and  the  Artists  Managers  Guild 
had  been  deferred  imtil  some  time  in 
February.  Press  of  business  in  connec- 
tion with  laimching  the  SAG-Motion  Pic- 
ture Relief  Fund  airshow,  it  was  ex- 
plained, brought  forth  the  delay. 

The  board  was  also  informed  that  the 
SAG  claims  department  had  recovered  a 
total  of  $15,208  for  its  members  in  ad- 
justed compensations  and  salary  losses 
during  December,  including  disputed 
wages. 

The  SWG,  SAG  and  SDG  have  appoint- 
ed representatives  to  participate  in  the 
selection  of  candidates  for  various  Awards 
in  the  forthcoming  Academy  balloting  and 
banquet.  Gene  Lockhart,  Reginald  Denny 
and  Charles  Trowbridge  are  the  actors’ 
delegates:  Clarence  Brown,  Anatole  Lit- 
vak,  George  Marshall,  Henry  Hathaway 
and  John  Cromwell  will  sit  m for  the 
directors,  and  Frances  Goodrich,  Albert 
Hackett  and  Sheridan  Gibney  are  the 
SWG’s  delegates. 


WB  Assigns  Keighley 

Warner  has  assigned  William  Keighley 
to  direct  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  from  Je- 
rome Odium’s  novel,  with  James  Cagney, 
John  Garfield  and  Ann  Sheridan  heading 
the  cast. 
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Production  Curve 
Veers  Downward 

Though  ambitious  schedules  at  almost 
every  plant  indicate  a healthy  upswing 
during  the  balance  of  the  month,  Holly- 
wood’s production  index  presently  con- 
tinues to  dwindle  from  the  peak  activity 
recorded  at  the  year's  end.  A total  of  36 
films  are  before  the  cameras,  two  under 
last  week,  with  only  eight  on  the  sidelines 
for  immediate  starts. 

Four  studios — Columbia,  Monogram,  20th 
Century-Fox  and  United  Artists — listed  no 
new  starts.  Columbia  continues  filming  on 
five  features.  Monogram  has  two  in  work 
and  four  more  ready  to  go.  Twentieth 
Century-Fox,  at  low  ebb  with  but  two  on 
its  sound  stages,  has  eight  others,  includ- 
ing thi'ee  top-bracketers,  chalked  in  for 
January  filming.  The  UA  scene  will  remain 
unchanged  until  Edward  Small  guns  “The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  in  February. 

Paramount,  with  eight  shooting,  tops 
the  list,  closely  pressed  by  M-G-M  with 
seven  and  Warner  with  six.  The  Marathon 
Street  lot  aimed  its  cameras  on  one  new 
one,  Wesley  Ruggles’  “Invitation  to  Hap- 
piness,” while  Metro  rolled  its  new  “Tar- 
zan”  adventure  and  Warner  went  to  work 
on  “The  Roaring  Road,”  automobile  rac- 
ing picture. 

Universal  scheduled  “East  Side  of  Heav- 
en,” with  Bing  Crosby,  and  “Key  Woman” 
for  starts,  boosting  its  production  total  to 
five;  RKO  Radio  snapped  out  of  the  dol- 
drums by  gunning  “A  Kmight  in  Ghost 
Town”  and  “Tliey  Made  Me  a Spy”  to 
hit  a four-picture  total,  twice  last  week’s; 
Republic  performed  a similar  feat  by 
launching  a “Higgins  Family”  comedy  and 
Roy  Rogers’  “Ride,  Ranger,  Ride.” 


Film  Making  Inviting 
To  Publishers 

Reappearance  of  the  question  mark 
which,  annually,  surrounds  the  future  of 
the  production-distribution  alliance  be- 
tween William  Randolph  Hearst’s  Cos- 
mopolitan Pictures  and  Warner,  is  calling 
forth  considerable  discussion  as  to  what 
part  other  publishers  may  play  in  the 
production  picture  during  1939. 

While  conferences  in  the  near  future 
between  Warner  and  Cosmopolitan  execu- 
tives will,  according  to  the  studio,  be 
scheduled  to  thresh  out  terms  of  a new 
deal,  announcements  from  two  other  quar- 
ters during  past  weeks  have  already 
swelled  the  roster  of  production-publish- 
ing liaisons,  although  along  somewhat 
different  lines. 

One  is  the  expanded  plans  disclosed  for 
the  March  of  Time,  an  offshoot  of  Time, 
Inc.,  publisher  of  the  weekly  news  maga- 
zine, and  which  production  unit  releases 
through  RKO  Radio.  During  a brief  stop- 
over recently,  Louis  de  Rochemont,  Time’s 
chieftain,  announced  the  March  of  Time 
would  enter  the  feature-length  field  in 
1939,  the  initial  picture  to  roll  within  a 
few  weeks.  De  Rochemont  asserted  the 
enterprise  would  be  pitched  somewhere 
between  the  regular  March  of  Time  short 


and  a standard  Hollywood  feature,  using 
a story  framework  but  adhering  to  the 
March  of  Time’s  formula.  Jack  Haeseler 
has  been  appointed  local  editorial  super- 
visor. 

Having  toyed  with  entering  production 
several  times,  the  Bernarr  MacFadden 
Publishing  Co.  has  finally  broken  the  ice 
with  the  organization  of  a unit  to  make 
a four-reel  semi-commercial  featurette  for 
use  at  the  Macfadden  exhibit  at  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair.  One  of  Macfadden’s 
previous  attempts  to  enter  fihn  making 
was  recorded  less  than  a year  ago,  when 
negotiations  were  reported  to  be  under 
way  whereby  Macfadden  would  finance 
David  Diamond,  local  agent  and  producer, 
in  a scheme  whereby  Diamond  would  pro- 
duce from  story  properties  made  avail- 
able through  Liberty  Magazine.  Appar- 
ently, however,  the  plan  went  into  the 
discard.  Lynn  Shores  is  directing  the  Mac- 
fadden reel  under  the  title  “I’ll  Tell  the 
World.” 

Hearst’s  interest  in  motion  pictures  is 
perhaps  the  oldest  and  most  extensive  of 
any  publisher.  For  years  his  Cosmopoli- 
tan Productions  released  through  M-G-M, 
which  company  still  distributes  the  Hearst 
newsreel,  “News  of  the  Day.”  The  news- 
paper and  magazine  mogul  first  tied  in 
with  film-making  before  the  World  War, 
and  he  has  kept  a more  or  less  constant 
finger  on  the  production  pulse  ever  since. 


Paramount  Continues 
Personnel  Paring 

Adding  further  to  the  program  of  per- 
sonnel shifts  and  talent  reorganization  on 
which  it  embarked  some  weeks  ago.  Para- 
mount has  pared  away  several  Thespic, 
writing  and  production  names  from  its 
roster.  Among  them  are  Bogart  Rogers, 
production  executive  and  writer,  leaving 
after  four  years  on  the  lot  in  various 
supervisory  capacities;  the  Yacht  Club 
Boys,  Moppet  Billy  Cook  and  seven  other 
stock  players,  and  four  writers,  winding 
up  scripting  assignments. 

Changes  at  other  plants  found  Fan- 
chon  Royer,  head  costume  designer  at 
20th  Century-Fox,  disclosing  he  will  leave 
the  plant  March  1,  when  his  present 
contract — which  has  kept  him  at  the  stu- 
dio for  more  than  six  years — has  expired. 
William  Koenig,  studio  manager,  has  set 
Ralph  Dietrich  as  assistant  to  Jason  Joy, 
personnel  manager.  Dietrich  was  former- 
ly a production  assistant  to  Gene  Markey. 

Cobian  Productions,  producing  Spanish- 
language  features  for  Paramount  release, 
has  signed  Jack  Boland  as  assistant  to 
Ramos  Cobian,  executive  producer.  Bo- 
land was  formerly  associated  with  Cecil 
B.  DeMille. 

Two  other  talent  changes  found  Marian 
Martin,  actress,  leaving  Universal  to  free- 
lance and  Margaret  Tallichet  canceling 
the  remainder  of  her  acting  contract  with 
Selznick  International. 


Doug  Jr,  Is  "Lancelot" 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  has  been  signed 
for  the  role  of  “Lancelot”  in  Paramount’s 
forthcoming  “Knights  of  the  Round 
Table.”  Albert  Lewin,  who  will  produce,  is 
en  route  to  England  to  do  historical  re- 
search. 


Activity  Pervades 
Grand  National 

Activity,  the  like  of  which  has  not  per- 
vaded the  Grand  National  lot  since  be- 
fore the  recent  GN-Fine  Arts  split  and 
subsequent  reconciliation,  is  currently 
characterizing  the  plant,  with  camera 
work  scheduled  on  no  less  than  three  films 
and  the  further  announcement  that  GN’s 
production  quota  is  to  be  swelled  by  the 
addition  of  six  westerns  starring  the  ex- 
heavyweight boxing  champion.  Max  Baer. 

Baer  will  essay  a singing  cowboy  role 
in  the  series,  first  of  which  is  set  to  get 
off  the  mark  before  the  end  of  the  month 
under  Jack  Skirball’s  production  guidance. 

After  several  delays,  GN  has  launched 
production  on  “Rhythm  Rides  the  Range,” 
initialer  in  another  six-picture  musical 
western  series,  starring  Tex  Fletcher.  The 
picture  will  bear  the  banner  of  Arcadia 
Productions,  newly-formed  GN  unit,  with 
Sam  Newfield  as  producer-director.  Also 
due  for  immediate  gunning  under  A1 
Christie’s  supervision  is  “Everything  Hap- 
pens to  Ann,”  a feature-length  farce. 

FA  breaks  a long  lull  with  “Curio 
Cipher,”  second  in  its  “Cipher  Bureau” 
series,  with  Charles  Lament  producing  and 
directing  and  Leon  Ames  in  the  lead.  Also 
in  progress  are  re-takes  on  Eugene  Frenke’s 
Anna  Sten  starrer,  “Exile  Express.” 

With  the  production  scene  thus  enliv- 
ened, Edward  Aiperson,  GN  sales  chief, 
has  embarked  on  a tour  of  northwest  ex- 
changes before  returning  to  his  New  York 
office,  while  Morris  Safier  western  division 
manager,  has  transferred  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  his  permanent  headquarters 
will  be  established.  Sam  Berkowitz,  sales 
chief  for  FA,  accompanied  Aiperson. 


Jerry  HoUman  Produces 
Next  Jones  Vehicle 

With  20th  Century-Fox’s  “World  of 
Sports”  series  going  into  discard  with  the 
pending  release  of  the  third  picture  in  the 
group,  Jerry  Hoffman,  who  had  been  hand- 
ling production,  has  been  set  by  Sol  Wurt- 
zel  to  produce  the  next  Jones  Family  ve- 
hicle. 

Wurtzel  himself  will  supervise  “Charlie 
Chan  in  Reno”  and  “Shooting  High,”  a 
musical,  while  John  Stone  draws  the  reins 
on  Jane  Withers’  next. 


Wurtzel  to  Direct  "Shooting  High" 

Sol  Wurtzel  has  set  Otto  Brower  to 
direct  “Shooting  High,”  musical  comedy 
which  Lou  Breslow  is  scripting  for  a 
January  30  start  at  20th  Century-Fox. 
Tony  Martin  and  Joan  Davis  have  the 
leads. 


Process  Commercial 

Cinecolor  has  completed  processing  on 
800  prints  of  a commercial  film  produced 
by  Ross  Roy,  of  Detroit,  for  the  Grood- 
year  Rubber  Co. 
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WITH  less  than  two  months  remain- 
ing before  the  tentative  date  set 
for  the  annual  Academy  Awards 
banquet,  at  which  winners  of  various 
cinematic  kudos  will  be  disclosed,  Holly- 
wood seems  less  excited  than  in  previous 
years  about  what  heretofore  has  been  the 
film  capital’s  most  significant  annual  so- 
cial event,  resulting  in  the  ever-present 
railbirds  posing  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  obvious  loss  of  function  which  the 
Academy  has  undergone  in  the  past  year 
win  detract  proportionately  from  the  im- 
portance of  this  organization’s  Number 
One  activity. 

Generally  acknowledged  is  the  fact  that 
the  Academy,  in  1938,  recorded  what  was 
very  probably  the  least  active  year  in  its 
history,  chiefly  due  to  the  steady  growth 
of  the  Hollywood  Guild  and  labor  move- 
ment. Before  the  now  firm  entrenchment 
of  the  powerful  Screen  Actors  Guild  and 
such  kindred  talent  organizations  as  the 
Screen  Writers  and  Screen  Directors 
Guilds  and  the  Screen  Playwrights,  one 
of  the  Academy’s  chief  duties  was  that  of 
mediator  between  producers  and  labor 
groups,  and  the  enforcement  of  Academy 
working  codes  for  these  organizations. 
This  function  having  been  taken  from  the 
Academy,  it  early  this  year  announced 
plans  to  reorganize  as  the  industry’s  “cul- 
tural clearing  house.” 

In  the  reorganization  process,  however, 
a committee  headed  by  W.  S.  Van  Dyke 
and  Frank  Capra  tangled  with  the  Aca- 
demy board,  piloted  by  Darryl  Zanuck, 
over  the  policies  to  be  pursued  in  con- 
nection with  labor  disputes,  resulting  in 
Van  Dyke  and  Capra  offering  to  resign. 
Rather  than  cause  such  a schism,  the 
Academy  preferred  to  abandon  the  re- 
organizational  project  temporarily  and, 
since  that  time,  has  been  operating  in 


status  quo.  Seemingly,  however,  the  flurry 
has  not  prejudiced  the  Guilds  against  the 
Awards  banquet,  for  the  SAG,  SDG  and 
SWG  have  all  appointed  representatives 
to  meet  with  Academy  officers  and  begin 
the  task  of  naming  candidates  for  acting, 
directing,  writing  and  production  honors. 

Regardless  of  what  future  policies  the 
Academy  may  adopt — economically,  cul- 
turally or  socially — to  fit  itself  neatly  into 
the  industry  picture,  all  factions  will  find 
it  highly  advisable  to  pool  as  glamorous 
and  impressive  as  it  has  been  in  past 
years.  Such  a course  is  advantageous  if 
for  no  other  reason  than  because  of  the 
irrefutable  fact  that  no  one  undertaking 
does  so  much,  in  the  space  of  a year,  to 
engender  highly  desirable  and  favorable 
publicity  for,  and  public  interest  in,  the 
making  of  motion  pictures. 

From  the  Paramount  praisery  comes  the 
announcement  that  "Sampson,”  the  stu- 
dio’s "glamor  mule,”  had  been  insured  for 
$150,000  to  protect  the  company  against 
any  losses  should  he  decide  to  kick  his 
way  out  of  his  stall  and  run  away  again 
as  he  did  several  days  ago. 

Which  may  prove,  among  other  things. 


that  one  doesn’t  have  to  be  a jackass  to 
get  ahead  in  Hollywood — but  it  helps. 

Another  publicity  ten-strike  resulted  from 
the  announcement  that  Grand  National  had 
signed  Max  Baer,  ex-heavyweight  boxing 
champion,  to  star  in  a series  of  six  musical 
westerns — with  Max  not  only  donning  spurs 
and  chaps  but  singing  range  ballads  as  well 
— for  which  Ted  Richmond  rates  a bow. 

According  to  the  metropolitan  press, 
“Auf  Wiedersehen  was  said  last  night  to 
Fraulein  Leni  Riefenstahl  at  a reception 
in  the  home  of  German  Consul  Georg 
Gyssling  at  1801  North  Curson  Ave.  Some 
200  guests  honored  the  German  actress, 
who  will  return  to  Germany  after  a visit 
here.” 

And  not  a single  Hollywoodian  among 
the  200,  which  indicates  pretty  clearly  the 
rapid  approach  toward  imanimity  of  the 
film  capital’s  feelings  concerning  Herr 
Hitler  and  his  playmates — and  that  for 
which  they  stand. 

Certain  furrowed  directorial  brows 
which  dotted  the  Hollywood  horizon  last 
week  were  possibly  attributable  to  the 
news  dispatch  from  Moscow  which  re- 
vealed that  a 7iew  system  of  wage  scales 
tor  directors,  as  well  as  scenarists,  cine- 
matographers and  composers  has  just 
been  adopted  under  which  the  Soviet’s 
megaphonists  can  receive  a maximum 
bonus  of  only  $10,000  per  picture — in  ad- 
dition to  their  $240  to  $400  monthly 
salaries. 

When  considering  the  wibroken  string 
of  floppolos  turiied  out  by  some  of  the 
local  overpaid  art-for-art’s-sake  celluloid 
pilots,  the  Arnerican  film  tycoons  may 
conclude  that  the  Russians  are  not  so 
dumb. 


Bandits,  Ballots  and  Banalities 


Banditry  sounded  the  loudest  note  in 
Hollywood’s  preview  cacophony  during  the 
week,  with  four  of  the  miscellaneous  sex- 
tet presented  for  reviewers  reactions  deal- 
ing in  the  varied  chicaneries  of  guntoters. 
By  far  the  best  of  this  lot,  torn  from  the 
history  of  America’s  pioneer  days,  was 
devoted  to  the  most  colorful  outlaw  of  all 
times,  Jesse  James,  in  20th  Century-Fox’s 
picture  of  that  name. 

Worthy  of  allocation  in  epical  brackets 
is  this  celluloid  masterpiece,  into  which 
the  company  obviously  poured  a wide-open 
pocketbook.  In  final  analysis  a western, 
it  has  been  embellished  by  a near-perfect 
cast  headed  by  Tyrone  Power  in  the  title 
role  and  the  additional  boxoffice  appeal 
of  Technicolor  in  all  its  glory.  NunnaUy 
Johnson,  who  acted  as  associate  producer, 
also  deserves  credit  for  concocting  a rich 
and  gripping  original  screenplay  which 
humanizes,  and  consequently  renders  more 
profitable,  the  life  of  the  famous  des- 
perado. 

« 41 

Comparably  as  good,  considering  the  vast 
difference  in  production  cost,  was  RKO 


Radio’s  “The  Great  Man  Votes.”  Warmly 
human  in  its  comedy  and  sentiment,  and 
sparkling  in  its  satire,  it  proves  again  the 
Thespic  adeptness  of  John  Barrymore  and 
can  be  typed  as  the  unassuming  sort  of 
celluloid  entertainment  which,  by  word- 
of-mouth  advertising  and  strong  local  ex- 
ploitation, wiU  account  for  itself  well  in 
profits  and  audience  satisfaction.  John 
Twist  is  credited  with  a skillful  adapta- 
tion of  Gordon  Malherbe  Hillman’s  highly 
novel  original,  and  Garson  Kanin  omitted 
no  bets  in  his  directorial  accomplishment. 

4:  4>  4( 

Run-of-the-mill,  and  on  the  weak  side 
of  the  ledger  at  that,  were  Paramount’s 
“Disbarred”  and  Metro’s  “Burn  ’Em  Up 
O’Connor.”  The  former  is  singularly  un- 
inspired in  nearly  every  department  and 
accomplishes  but  little  either  as  entertain- 
ment or  as  a documentary  expose  of  the 
shyster  lawyer  racket.  Best  contributions 
to  the  film’s  imredeeming  whole  were  a 
pair  of  capable  performances  by  Gail  Pat- 
rick and  the  competent  Otto  Kruger. 

None  too  well  handled,  “Bmn  ’Em  Up 
O’Connor”  is,  obviously,  destined  princi- 


pally for  consumption  by  juvenile  speed 
fans,  at  which  audiences  its  far-fetched 
but  undeniably  fast-moving  story  was  ap- 
parently aimed.  Dennis  O’Keefe  shows  up 
well  in  a brash  and  energetic  portrayal; 
but  he  and  his  supporting  cast  are  com- 
pletely bogged  down  by  a ludicrous  climax 
in  which,  as  a race  driver,  he  is  called 
upon  to  drive  and  win  without  being  able 
to  see.  Messrs.  Milton  Merlin  and  Byron 
Morgan  concocted  the  script  from  which 
Edward  Sedgwick  directed. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Two  good  westerns,  standard  in  con- 
struction and  undoubtedly  slated  for  good 
reception,  wound  up  the  week’s  preview 
quota,  RKO  Radio  presenting  George 
O’Brien  in  “Arizona  Legion”  and  Mono- 
gram touting  Tex  Ritter  in  “Song  of  the 
Buckaroo.”  O’Brien  comes  through  in  his 
accustomed  two-fisted,  virile  style  and  is 
certain  not  only  to  satisfy  his  present 
fans,  but  to  gain  new  ones.  Bert  Gilroy, 
as  producer,  supplied  some  eye-taking 
scenic  backgrounds  and  incorporated 
splendid  photography,  while  Oliver  Drake 
(Continued  on  page  41) 
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Plays Possibilities 


New  York — Renewed  activity  is  appar- 
ent in  the  stage  field  here.  Critics’  con- 
sensus of  the  latest  to  make  their  how 
follows: 

"The  Primrose  Path" 

Number  51.  In  three  acts  and  nine 
scenes  by  Robert  L.  Buckner  and  Walter 
Hart.  Settings  by  Cirker  and  Robbins,  cos- 
tumes by  Helene  Pons,  staged  and  pro- 
duced by  George  Abbott.  The  play  opened 
at  the  Biltmore,  January  4,  with  a cast 
including  Helen  Westley,  Marilyn  Ers- 
kine,  Betty  Field,  Betty  Garde,  Philip 
Wood,  Russell  Hardie,  The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — . . , not 
for  the  family  trade.  It  is  much  too  frank 
for  the  kids  and  it  is  even  a bit  too  out- 
spoken for  conservative  grown-ups  . . . 
has  to  do  with  a grandmother  and  mother 
who  are  not  too  particular  as  to  the 
source  of  their  income  . . . Abbott  has 
given  the  opus  the  benefits  of  an  excel- 
lent cast  and  effective  settings  . . . likely 
to  provoke  considerable  controversy. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (two  stars 
plus) — It  is  one  of  those  dirty  plays  with 
a little  less  excuse  than  “Tobacco  Road” 
because  its  social  significance,  if  any,  is 
more  deeply  buried.  And  not  in  honest 
soil  either  ...  a fine  troupe  of  actors. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — But 
despite  a few  entertaining  scenes  and  the 
welcome  return  of  Helen  Westley  in  one 
of  the  leading  roles,  “The  Primrose  Path” 
seemed  to  me  a singularly  mild  and  mo- 
notonous comedy. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — 
Helen  Westley  returns  from  the  film  to 
dominate  a practically  perfect  cast  as  the 
raffish  harridan  of  a sinful,  song-singing 
grandmother  and  when  they  all  get  going 
it  makes  salty  entertainment  of  the 
drama’s  naughtiest  callithump. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — If  you  can 
imagine  a cross  between  “You  Can’t  Take 
It  With  You”  and  “Tobacco  Road,”  you 
may  have  some  notion,  however  startling, 
of  the  lusty  dizziness,  the  daffey  earthi- 
ness, the  appalling  hilarity  and  rough  good 
humor  . . , Helen  Westley  has  never  given 
a richer,  jucier,  or  more  convulsing  per- 
formance . . . Betty  Garde  is  exception- 
ally fine  . . , And  Betty  Field’s  Clare  is  a 
characterization  of  exceptional  sensitivity. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — The  stuff  of 
robust  comedy  is  scattered  lavishly,  if 
pretty  haphazardly  . . . gorgeously  as- 
sisted by  Helen  Westley  . . . But  the  situa- 
tions and  the  characters  are,  in  a word, 
grand. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — A lusty  play, 
everyone  concerned  plays  it  lustily,  yet 
there  remains  the  rather  unhappy  impres- 
sion that  “The  Primrose  Path”  is  not  quite 
so  comical  as  it  should  have  been,  nor 
so  moving,  nor  such  a character  study 
every  one  perhaps  intended, 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . it  is  the  dirtiest  play  that  ever  hit 
Broadway,  It  is  also,  by  some  standards, 
the  funniest. 

"The  Gentle  People" 

Number  52.  Irwin  Shaw’s  play  in  three 


acts  and  11  scenes  with  settings  by  Boris 
Aronson.  Harold  Clurman  staged  and 
the  Group  Theatre  produced  at  the  Bel- 
asco,  January  5.  The  cast  includes  Sam 
Jaffe,  Roman  Bohnen,  Franchot  Tone, 
Sylvia  Sidney,  Elia  Kazan,  Lee  J.  Cobb. 
The  judgment: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — . . . has  its  faults, 
but  they  are  overshadowed  by  its  virtues 
. . . Among  Mr.  Shaw’s  gentle  people  are 
a Jewish  father,  a lens  grinder  and  a 
Greek  cook,  working  in  an  Italian  restau- 
rant, who  come  to  grips  with  a tough 
gangster  and  win  out  . . . Mr.  Tone  plays 
— not  the  hero — but  the  heavy  racketeer 
Goff  and  turns  in  one  of  his  best  per- 
formances. Miss  Sidney  is  an  appealing 
and  attractive  heroine  . . . Sam  Jaffe  and 
Roman  Bolmen  are  admirable  . . . one  of 
the  Group’s  superior  productions. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars  plus)  — 
...  a taut  and  revealing  melodrama  . . . 
fine  performance  that  Franchot  gives  . . . 
I do  not  know  just  why  “The  Gentle 
People”  is  not  more  moving  than  it  is. 
(Sylvia  Sidney’s)  ...  is  a sympathetic 
and  understanding  performance  . . . Sam 
Jaffe  is  perfect. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — ...  a curi- 
ous mixture  of  Odets  and  melodrama,  ex- 
cellently acted  ...  It  is  an  entertaining 
play  because  some  of  the  writing  is  at- 
tractive, almost  all  of  the  playing  is  good 
and  both  the  comedy  and  the  suspense 
supply  effective  moments  ...  It  is  at  the 
same  time,  a decidedly  disappointing  work 
because  it  frequently  has  a second-hand 
air  about  it  and  its  efforts  to  create  sus- 
pense often  manage  to  get  mistaken  for 
comedy.  I think  that  it  will  make  a first- 
rate  motion  picture  . . . Franchot  Tone, 
reminds  us  what  a fine  actor  he  really  is 
. . . Sam  Jaffe  is  excellent. 

J.  A.,  Journal-Americaji — ...  I suspect 
that  Mr.  Clurman’s  hypnotic  direction  of 
an  excellent  cast  has  led  them  to  accept 
a synthetic  and  rather  shopworn  job  for 
the  real  thing  . . . Mr.  Tone  suggests  not 
only  the  smug  brutality  and  wantoness  of 
the  gangster-dictator,  but  the  inner  empti- 
ness of  a character  whose  power  lies  solely 
in  action.  Miss  Sidney  does  by  far  the 
best  piece  of  work  since  she  first  went  off 
to  Hollywood  and  does  it  moi-e  surely,  and 
with  sharper  definition.  Elia  Kazan  adds 
another  firmly  etched  sketch  to  his  gallery 
of  penetrating  portraits. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — Both  (Tone  and  Sidney) 
acquitted  themselves  creditably  . . . Tone 
has  come  back  from  Hollywood  to  play  a 
completely  unsympathetic  racketeer  with 
a buoyancy  and  skill  which  show  that  he 
has  lost  none  of  his  authority  behind  the 
footlights  . . . Miss  Sidney  gives  the  best 
performance  she  has  given  on  the  stage 
since  first  the  studios  lured  her  . . . very 
little  to  be  said  for  it  as  a play  . . . doubt- 
less make  a good  enough  movie. 

R.  L.,  Sun — The  Group  went  at  least 
knee  deep  into  the  bog  . . . Mr.  Tone  plays 
. . . in  the  orthodox  fashion  of  its  writing 
and  Miss  Sidney  is  able  to  do  little  more 
with  the  role  of  the  daughter  . . . routine 
at  its  best;  pretty  absurd  at  its  worst  and 
at  no  time  anything  the  Group  should 


have  bothered  with. 

B.  A.,  Times — (Shaw)  has  applied  to 
“The  Gentle  People”  the  loose  narrative 
technique  that  suits  screen  writing.  But 
it  makes  his  play  seem  thin  and  in- 
consequential in  the  theatre.  Vexed  with 
continuous  scene-shifting,  the  performance 
has  difficulty  in  capturing  the  light  mood 
of  Mr.  Shaw’s  fable  . . . Sam  Jaffe  and 
Roman  Bohnen  are  wholly  delightful  . . . 
Sylvia  Sidney  gives  a beautifully  shining 
perfoiTnance  . . . Although  Franchot  Tone 
as  the  gangster  plays  with  great  and  de- 
cisive charm  he  lacks  something  of  the 
menacing  hardness  that  would  pull  the 
whole  play  together  and  give  it  bite  in 
the  theatre. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram  . . . old- 
fashioned  melodrama  in  a modern  setting 
. . . chief  delight  in  the  play  is  in  listening 
to  the  clever  dialogue.  Mr.  Shaw  can 
write  brilliantly  and  does  so  whenever  he 
decides  not  to  be  too  cerebral  about  it 
. . . Tone  acted  . . . with  fidelity  to  mo- 
tion picture  standards.  Sylvia  Sidney’s  per- 
formance was  spiritless  and  cold  but  her 
lovely  face  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  com- 
pensation for  anybody.  Mr.  Jaffe’s  play- 
ing was  sincere,  humorous  and  affecting. 

"The  White  Steed" 

Number  53.  Paul  Vincent  Carroll  wrote 
this  three-act  play  which  Hugh  Hunt 
staged  in  settings  by  Watson  Barratt. 
Eddie  Dowling  is  the  producer.  Premiere 
was  at  the  Cort,  January  10,  with  a cast 
including  Barry  Fitzgerald,  Jessica  Tandy, 
George  Coulouris,  Liam  Redmand,  Ralph 
Cullinan,  Farrell  Pelly,  Tlromas  P.  Dillon 
and  Tom  Tully.  The  critics: 

Walter  Winchell,  Daily  Mirror — . . . an- 
other dramatic  and  entertainment  triumph 
...  It  is  timely  to  the  point  of  urgency — 
for  it  shows  the  flexibility  and  understand- 
ing that  goes  into  the  daily  administration 
of  a great  faith  . . . The  play  concerns  it- 
self with  the  efforts  of  a young  prelate  to 
harshly  impose  upon  his  parish  the  letter 
of  the  law.  He  insists  upon  the  shadow — 
lip  service — with  a resulting  constriction 
in  the  life  of  the  people  that  is  stopped 
just  short  of  bloodshed  by  the  old  canon’s 
understanding  of  the  substance  ...  As 
Canon  Lavelle,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  looms  as  one 
of  the  great  figures  of  the  theatre. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars  plias) — . . . 
left  the  theatre  convinced  that  here  is  a 
fine  play,  in  both  its  writing  and  its  play- 
ing, but  I give  you  my  word  I understood 
no  more  than  a thii'd  of  the  spoken  dia- 
logue and  was  constantly  mystified  by 
the  argument  as  the  author  and  his  pro- 
tagonists present  it. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — ...  a beau- 
tiful, richly  eloquent  and  immensely  mov- 
ing play  . . . immeasurably  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  one  of  the  most  lovable 
and  completely  delightful  characters  of 
the  modern  stage:  The  sweet,  mellow  and 
courageous  old  Canon  Lavelle  who  stands 
for  the  tolerance,  understanding  and  com- 
passion of  the  older  church  against  the 
inroads  of  clerical  Fascism.  With  that 
grand  actor,  Barry  Fitzgerald,  giving  a 
darling  characterization  in  a darling  role. 
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“The  White  Steed”  becomes  an  almost 
irresistibly  winning  work. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — ...  as  true  in 
texture,  as  deep  in  meaning  as  his  (Car- 
roll’s) last  year’s  “Shadow  and  Substance” 
and  even  richer  in  its  humanity  . . . must 
go  at  once  on  the  list  of  required  play- 
going. It  is  a fine-high-hearted  play,  both 
thoughtful  and  laughable  and  Eddie 
Dowling  did  us  a favor  by  producing  it 
with  all  distinction  and  good  grace. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — ^Not  “darling”  in  the 
ordinary  saccharine  or  silly  sense,  but 
“darling”  in  its  orchestrated  eloquence,  its 
warm-hearted  faith,  its  magnificent  hu- 
manity, its  rollicking  rich  humor,  its  wit 
and  turmoil,  and  in  the  proud  fiery  sense 
it  gives  of  breathing,  in  the  oppressive  air 
of  this  sorely  troubled  world,  the  tale  of 
legendary  heroes  who  have  never  died  . . . 
an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  season 
. . . two  performances  of  the  evening  which 
are  vmforgettable  are  George  Coulouris’ 
brilliant,  unsparing  and  superbly  re- 
strained playing  of  the  detestable  Father 
Shaughnessy  and  Barry  Fitzgerald’s 
Canon  Matt  Lavelle. 

R.  L.,  Sun — . . . robust  drama,  but  it  has 
in  it  little  of  the  simplicity  and  spiritual 
distinction  which  made  last  season’s 
“Shadow  and  Substance”  ...  so  memor- 
able. 

B.  A.,  Times — . . . another  rousing  play 
. . . should  be  hitched  to  a Broadway  post 
for  quite  a long  time  . . . his  (Fitzgerald’s) 
canon  is  a masterpiece  of  comic  acting. 
But  “The  White  Steed”  is  no  one-part 
drama.  For  George  Coulouris  also  gives 
a remarkably  pithy  performance  as  the 
neurotic  crusader. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — ...  a most 
beautiful  play  . . . There  is  charm  and  wit 
and  high  humor  in  the  new  play  . . . And 
it  is  engrossing  from  beginning  to  end  . . . 
a magnificent  cast,  headed  by  Barry  Fitz- 
gerald. 


Further  Moves  on  Work 
Await  Casey's  Return 

Pending  the  expected  return  from  New 
York  late  this  month  of  Pat  Casey,  Hays 
office  labor  contact,  further  application 
of  the  federal  wage-hour  law  to  film  in- 
dustry employes  has  reached  a virtual 
standstill,  producer  association  executives 
have  admitted,  with  the  law  now  in  force 
and  affecting  every  worker  about  whom 
no  question  as  to  status  has  been  raised 
— totaling  only  some  2,000. 

Meantime  considerable  study  is  being 
given  the  possibility  of  adopting  a five- 
day,  44-hour  work  week  in  the  studios 
under  a plan  first  suggested  by  William 
Koenig,  studio  manager  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  subsequently  endorsed  by  the 
lATSE,  the  painters,  the  Studio  Utility 
Employes  and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild. 

Clerical  workers  and  other  studio  em- 
ployes who  do  not  belong  to  a recognized 
union  and  who  are  now  under  the  wage- 
hour  law’s  provisions  were  the  recipients 
of  $295,000  in  overtime  pay  made  by  va- 
rious studios,  in  accordance  with  the  Hays 
office’s  decision  that  the  federal  legis- 
lation would  be  made  retroactive  to  Octo- 
ber 24,  date  when  it  became  effective 
throughout  the  nation. 


Awards  Committee 
Sets  Annual  Plan 

Exhaustive  work  of  selecting  candidates 
for  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences’  forthcoming  annual  Awards 
balloting  was  begun  when  the  general 
awards  rules  committee  held  its  first 
meeting. 

Committee  is  composed  of  members  of 
the  various  guilds,  producers,  technicians 
and  Academy  members.  Prank  Capra, 
president  of  the  Academy,  guided  the 
initial  meeting.  Nominations  for  candi- 
dates is  expected  to  get  underway  late  this 
month,  with  voting  to  begin  the  latter  part 
of  February. 


Mull  How  to  Select 
Academy  Winners 

Possible  changes  in  the  procedme  of  se- 
lecting winners  of  the  annual  awards  for 
camera  work  in  the  forthcoming  Academy 
Awards  balloting  was  up  for  consideration 
by  the  Academy’s  technicians’  branch  at  a 
scheduled  meeting  with  Major  Nathan  Lev- 
inson, chairman,  presiding. 

Committee  consists  of  Joseph  Valentine, 
John  Arnold,  Joseph  August,  Norbert  Bro- 
dine,  Edward  Cronjager,  Arthur  Edeson, 
William  Eglinton,  George  Folsey,  Dr.  Fred 
Gage,  Merritt  Gerstad,  Byron  Haskin,  C. 
Roy  Hunter,  Thomas  Ingman,  Ray  June, 
E.  B.  McGreal,  George  B.  Meehan  jr.,  Vir- 
gil Miller,  Victor  Milner,  Ira  Morgan,  L. 
William  O’Connell,  Emil  Oater,  George 
Robinson,  Roy  Seawright,  George  Seid,  Karl 
Struss,  Allen  Thompson,  Joseph  Walker, 
Lester  White  and  Ray  Wilkinson. 

Six  More  Cartoons  Put 
Into  Work  by  Lantz 

The  Walter  Lantz  cartoon  production 
unit  has  hit  peak  capacity,  having 
launched  six  new  cartoon  shorts  to  boost 
the  total  in  work  to  18. 

The  Lantz  organization  works  a 40-hom- 
week,  its  product  being  released  through 
Universal. 


Nigh  on  "Wong"  Film 

Monogram  has  set  William  Nigh  to  di- 
rect “The  Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong,”  second 
in  the  four-picture  series  which  features 
Boris  Karloff.  W.  T.  Lackey  produces. 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  39) 

turned  out  a workmanlike  script.  Ritter, 
Monogram’s  cowboy  ace,  appeared  to  good 
advantage  in  his  offering,  made  under 
Ed  Finney’s  production  guidance  and  pilot- 
ed with  an  eye  to  action  and  novelty  by 
A1  Herman.  Sharing  honors  with  the  sage- 
brush star  is  Mary  Ruth,  5-year-old  mu- 
sical genius,  in  her  screen  debut,  offering 
additional  exploitation  possibilities. 


CINEMARKS 


Nearly  recovered  from  his  recent  and 
serious  illness,  Eddie  Mannix,  Metro 
executive,  returned  to  the  studio  from 
Tucson  and  La  Quinta  and  immediately 
checked  out  again  for  Florida  and  addi- 
tional rest. 

★ 

The  infantile  paralysis  drive  in  North- 
ern California  was  formally  opened  by 
State  Chairman  Joseph  Schenck,  who 
flew  to  San  Francisco  to  attend  a lunch- 
eon signalizing  the  launching  of  the  cam- 
paign. He  was  accompanied  by  James 
Roosevelt,  Tyrone  Power  and  Annabella. 

★ 

Natalie  M.  Kalmus,  color  director  for 
Technicolor,  has  notified  local  plant  of- 
ficials that  she  expects  to  return  from 
England  next  month.  She  has  been  work- 
ing on  two  pictures  there  for  Alexander 
Korda. 

* 

James  Cagney  has  notified  Warner  he 
will  check  in  at  the  studio  early  next 
month  from  his  vacation  at  Martha’s 
Vineyard,  Mass.,  to  start  preparations  for 
his  next  starring  picture. 

* 

Jerry  Fairbanks,  who  produces  the 
“Popular  Science”  and  “Unusual  Occupa- 
tions” shorts  series,  has  planed  to  Miami 
with  Mrs.  Fairbanks.  There  they  meet 
Fairbanks’  partner.  Bob  Carlisle,  to  film 
special  color  sequences  in  Cinecolor,  and 
will  visit  Havana  before  returning  here. 

* 

Producer  Harry  Sherman  was  among 
those  attending  the  Paramount  district 
sales  managers’  conference  in  St.  Louis. 

* 

Janet  Gaynor  and  her  mother  have 
trained  to  New  York  for  a short  vacation. 

* 

Warners  hosted  50  top  naval  personages, 
including  Rear  Admiral  Sinclair  Gannon, 
at  a dinner  party  at  the  Beverly  Hills 
Hotel  prior  to  the  preview  of  “Wings 
Over  the  Navy.”  Attending  were  Dr.  Ar- 
mandos de  Barros,  Brazilian  consul;  Col. 
Ralph  J.  Mitchell,  commandant  of  the 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps  air  base  at  Coronado; 
Brig.  Gen.  James  J.  Meade,  of  the  Ma- 
rine Corps,  and  others. 

•k 

Funeral  services  are  being  arranged  for 
Harry  Burns,  50,  veteran  of  the  motion 
picture  trade  paper  field  and,  in  recent 
years,  a film  bit  player.  Burns  died  sud- 
denly of  a heart  attack.  He  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  Dorothy  Vernon,  and  a 
stepson,  Bobby  Vernon,  screen  comedian. 

k 

Arrnand  Schaeffer  is  back  at  his  Re- 
public production  desk  after  a month’s  va- 
cation, his  next  picture  being  readied  for 
a February  1 start. 

k 

Stanley  M.  Bruce,  high  commissioner 
for  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Bruce,  was  a visitor 
on  the  Warner  lot. 

* 

In  at  Republic  for  three  weeks  of  con- 
ferences is  William  Fall,  special  exploi- 
tation man. 
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Hats  Off  to  Screen 
Guild  Air  Show 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

An  example  unique  in  the  annals  of  re- 
lief gestures  is  the  Screen  Guild  Show 
over  CBS  for  Good  Gulf.  Embraced  in 
the  venture  is  the  talents  of  more  than 
40,000  persons  engaged  in  all  branches  of 
production;  their  services  free,  their  nor- 
mal earnings  going  to  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Relief  Fund  for  a large-scale  home 
for  the  industry’s  less  fortunate. 

The  airshow  is  a double-barrelled  pro- 
ject. One  is  the  haven  that  it  makes  pos- 
sible for  the  needy.  The  other  is  the 
smooth-as-silk  entertainment  that  comes 
from  the  weekly  half-hour  Sunday  eve- 
ning broadcasts.  The  first  two  programs 
have  met  and  possibly  surpass  every  pro- 
duction standard  for  revue-type  shows. 
They  brought  into  play  the  talents  of 
Jack  Benny,  Joan  Crawford,  Fred  Astaire, 
Loretta  Young,  Herbert  Marshall,  Judy 
Garland,  Reginald  Gardiner,  George  Mur- 
phy, Morris  Ryskind  and  Ernst  Lubitsch. 

By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between 
the  Screen  Actors’  Guild,  Screen  Directors’ 
Guild,  Screen  Writers’  Guild  and  AMPP, 
and  the  sponsor  upwards  of  2,000  members 
of  the  SAG  are  available  for  the  series, 
assuring  the  appearance  of  front-ranking 
stars  at  least  once.  Writers,  directors  and 
technicians  have  consented  to  contribute 
their  services  when  requested. 

Fees  which  would  ordinarily  be  paid  for 
these  talents  will  be  used  for  one  large 
main  building  and  scores  of  individual 
bungalows  surrounding  it  near  here.  This 
project  is  the  realization  of  long  dreams 
and  hopes  that  the  industry’s  workers 
might  have  the  proper  care. 

These  are  Joseph  M.  Schenck’s  senti- 
ments: “The  problem  of  safeguarding  the 
future  of  those  who  contribute  to  the 
world’s  entertainment  through  their  loyal 
efforts  in  the  film  studios  is  a responsi- 
bility that  has  long  been  close  to  the 
hearts  of  the  producers.  We  know  how  all 
too  brief  fame  and  its  financial  emolu- 
ments may  be.” 

Metro  Is  Making  Film  on 
Federal  Prison  System 

“They  All  Come  Out,”  a documentary 
four-reel  treatise  presenting  the  first  mo- 
tion picture  view  of  the  federal  prison 
system,  has  gone  into  production  at  Metro. 

Director  Jacques  Tommeur,  Cameraman 
Clyde  de  Vinna  and  John  Higgins,  writer, 
spent  two  months  in  various  prisons  shoot- 
ing background  material.  Tom  Neal,  Ed 
Gargan  and  Paul  Fix  have  featured  roles. 

Paramount  and  Warner 
In  Talent  Exchange 

A talent  exchange  has  been  effected  be- 
tween Paramount  and  Warner  whereby 
the  former  borrows  Pat  O’Brien  in  return 
for  a one-picture  loan  to  the  Burbank 
studio  of  Fred  MacMurray.  O’Brien  will 
be  featured  in  “Happy  Ending,”  a story 
by  Patterson  McNutt,  for  Paramount. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

JOE  E.  BROWN  signs  two-year  acting  deal  to 
appear  in  two  pictures  annually. 

RAY  McCAREY  signs  to  direct  “Outside  These 
Walls.” 

— Metro 

DANIELE  AMFITHEATROP,  former  associate 
conductor  of  the  Minneapolis  Symphony  Or- 
chestra, signed  as  composer-conductor. 

VIRGINIA  WEIDLER,  child  actress,  given  term 
contract. 

HOWARD  EMMETT  ROGERS  joins  writing  de- 
partment under  term  contract. 

ERLE  STANLEY  GARDNER,  writer,  held  for 
another  term.  He  is  doing  “Nick  Carter  Re- 
turns” for  production  by  Lucien  Hubbard, 

WANDA  TUCHOCK  joins  writing  department. 

GROVER  JONES  joins  scripting  staff. 

— Paramount 

PAUL  JONES,  associate  producer,  wins  new 
five-year  contract.  Current  assignment  is  “I'm 
P'rom  Missouri,”  starring  Bob  Burns. 

CHARLIE  RUGGLES  held  for  three  more  pic- 
tures. 

MARY  BOLAND  signed  for  three  more  fea- 
tures, in  which  she  will  be  teamed  with  Charlie 
Ruggles. 

— Prin<ipal 

BERNARD  VORHAUS,  director,  signs  two-pic- 
ture deal. 

— Hal  Koach 

MARVIN  HATLEY,  musical  director,  draws 
new  five-year  contract.  He  has  been  w’ith  Roach 
for  11  years. 

— ‘^bth  Century-Fox 

ANNABELLA  signs  to  star  in  a pair  of  pic- 
tui'es  to  be  made  here  before  returning  to  the 
company’s  English  production  unit. 

ENDRE  BOEHM  joins  w^riting  staf,  working 
in  Harry  Joe  Brown’s  production  unit. 

BARRY  TRIVERS  joins  writing  department  to 
do  an  original  for  Jane  Withers. 

FRED  SERSEN,  head  of  technical  department, 
draws  contract  extension. 

BRUCE  CARRUTHERS  signed  as  technical  ad- 
visor on  “Susannah,”  forthcoming  Shirley  Tem- 
ple starrer;  JOHN  CARRADINE  given  extension 
on  term  acting  contract. 

— Walter  Wanger 

BORIS  MORROS  to  supervise  musical  direc- 
tion on  “Stage  Coach.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  signs  new  long-term 
contract.  Now  in  New  York,  he  returns  Janu- 
ary 23  for  the  starring  role  in  “Confessions  of 
a Naisi  Spy,”  on  which  Director  Anatole  Litvak 
is  now  conferring  w'ith  him  in  the  east. 

DONALD  CRISP  handed  new  long-term  acting 
agreement;  ALDRICH  BOWKER,  stage  actor, 
signs  pact. 

MAY  ROBSON  given  new  contract  to  appear  in 
three  pictures  yearly. 

LYA  LYS,  stage  actress,  signs  term  acting  eon- 
tract,  as  does  FRED  TAYLOR,  also  from  Broad- 
way. 


SCRIPTERS 


— C’obiivn  Productions 

F.  MAURY  GROSSMAN  and  THOMAS  AHEARN 
to  an  untitled  original  as  a Spanish-language 
feature  for  20th  Century-Fox  release. 

— Columbia 

HARRY  SEGALL  joins  Everett  Riskin’s  produc- 
tion unit  to  do  an  untitled  original. 

PETER  MARTIN  to  “Blind  Alley.” 

— Fine  Arts 

ARTHUR  HOERL  to  a re-write  of  “Wonder 
World,”  pre-historic  fantasy. 

—Samuel  Goldwyn 

SIDNEY  HOWARD  collaborates  with  EDNA 
FERBER  on  “Nobody’s  in  Town.” 

— Metro 

JACQUES  DEVAL  to  “Balalaika.” 

H.  ALAN  DUNN  to  “The  Wizard  of  Menlo 
Park,”  life  story  of  Thomas  Edison. 

— Monogram 

EDWIN  PARSONS  to  the  third  "Tailspin  Tom- 
my” vehicle. 

ROBERT  ANDREWS  to  “Streets  of  New  York,” 
a Jackie  Cooper  starrer. 

— RKO  Radio 

RICHARD  SHERMAN  to  “Memory  of  Love.” 
George  Haight  produces. 

JACK  YELLEN  to  “The  Flying  Yorkshireman.” 
which  George  Haight  will  produce  as  an  Eddie 
Cantor  starrer. 

— Republic 

FRANK  GRUBER  to  “Capitol  Punishment,”  for 
production  by  John  H.  Auer. 

JACK  NATTEFORD  to  “Headin'  for  Texas,”  a 
Roy  Rogers  starrer. 

SAM  GILSON  BROWN  to  “Girls  of  the  Road.” 
— 20th  Century-Fox 

BUSTER  KEATON  teamed  with  ROBERT  E. 


Set  for  a Drive  on 
Block-Booking 

Set  to  launch  a determined  drive  against 
the  block-booking  system,  Leo  J.  McCar- 
thy, independent  producer  and  distributor, 
has  arrived  from  a midwestern  trip  with 
the  announcement  he  will  establish  a new 
exhibitor-controlled  producing -distributing 
organization. 

McCarthy  intends  to  break  down  dis- 
tribution into  counties  instead  of  pres- 
ent state-wide  methods,  giving  showmen 
a voice  in  production,  similar  to  the  plan 
in  use  by  the  automobile  industry.  He 
is  winding  up  an  extensive  survey  to  de- 
termine the  correct  number  of  films  to 
distribute  each  year  and  the  type  of  fea- 
ture demanded  by  showmen. 

McCarthy  is  headquartering  at  the  Hol- 
lywood Roosevelt  Hotel. 


lane  Withers  and  loan 
Davis  Are  Due  Back 

Picture  commitments  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  will  call  back  Jane  Withers  from  an 
eastern  and  midwestern  E>ersonal  appear- 
ance tour  January  17,  with  Comedienne 
Joan  Davis  of  the  same  studio,  report- 
ing January  23.  The  child  actress  left 
just  after  Christmas  and  planned  to  spend 
another  month  on  the  road,  while  Miss 
Davis  cut  her  tour  short  by  two  weeks 
after  appearing  in  Detroit. 

In  other  sectors  p.  a.  activity  has  been 
at  a standstill,  plans  for  no  new  jaunts 
having  been  announced. 


Remake  "Front  Page" 

Producer  Edward  Small  has  acquired 
remake  rights  to  “The  Front  Page,”  made 
as  an  early  talker  by  Howard  Hughes,  and 
has  added  it  to  his  1938-39  program  for 
United  Artists  release. 


Helms  Croshy  Film 

Charles  R.  Rogers  has  signed  David  But- 
ler to  direct  “The  Star  Maker,”  featuring 
Bing  Crosby,  which  Rogers  will  produce 
for  Paramount. 


KENT  on  untitled  script  as  a Jones  Family 
vehicle. 

ROBERT  E.  KENT  to  an  untitled  script  as  a 
Jones  Family  vehicle,  which  Jerry  Hoffman  will 
produce. 

— I'liiversal 

DAVID  BOEHM  to  "Destry  Rides  Again,”  high- 
budgeted  western,  whicli  Joe  Pasternak  will  pro- 
duce. 

ABEM  KANDEL  to  “A  Modern  Cinderella.” 
Irene  Dunne  will  star. 

— Warner  Bros. 

JULIUS  and  PHILLII*  EPSTEIN  complete  “Fly 
Away  Home.” 

JOHN  WEXLEY  completes  "Footsteps  in  the 
Dark,”  mystery-thriller  based  on  a London  stage 
play. 

HARRY  AKST  teamed  with  LOU  BRESLOW 
on  “Shooting  High,”  musical  which  Sol  Wurtzel 
will  produce. 

NORMAN  REILLY  RAINE  completes  “Each 
Dawn  I Die.”  to  co-feature  James  Cagney  and 
John  Garfield;  ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  to  "Float- 
ing Paradise.” 

ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  to  "Floating  Paradise.” 
Bryan  Foy  produces. 
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ITO  Leaders  Off  to  Resume 
Trade  Practice  Parleys 


1IP>€>1RT]ILAM1ID) 

R.  ANDERSON,  who  has  been  Para- 
mount branch  manager  at  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  for  the  past  nine  years,  has  arrived 
here  to  take  over  the  duties  of  Frank 
Clark  who  will  leave  the  Rose  City  (and 
year-around-golf)  January  20  on  a new 
assignment.  Mrs.  Anderson  and  Al’s  four- 
year-old  daughter  make  up  the  rest  of 
the  Anderson  family  . . . Dave  Wilson,  ad 
sales  manager  at  Sioux  Falls,  will  take 
the  same  position  here  with  Anderson  . . . 
George  De  Wade,  former  ad  sales  manager 
here,  becomes  a salesman  in  the  southern 
Oregon  territory. 

Biggest  event  on  the  calendar  of  Port- 
land’s Filmrow  for  the  coming  week  is 
Fran  Clark’s  farewell  party  at  the  Areo 
Club  January  16  with  Mary  Wilkinsen,  Al 
Finkelstein’s  secretary,  handling  arrange- 
ments. The  committee  in  charge  includes 
Ted  Gamble,  Al  Finkelstein,  Charles  Pow- 
ers and  Bill  Graeper  . . . On  the  subject 
of  parties,  Mark  Corey’s  for  Frank  was  no 
slouch  ...  At  another  gathering  during 
the  week  were  E.  Palmer  Hoyt,  manager 
of  the  Oregonian,  Ted  Gamble,  Corey, 
Clark,  Finkelstein  and  Powers. 

“Slats”  Wilson  of  Universal  is  on  the 
coast  again  . . . Foster  Blake  is  busy  in  the 
city  . . . George  Gould  was  in  Portland 
from  Dallas  . . . Sam  Whiteside  represent- 
ed the  college  town  of  Corvallis  . . . W.  A. 
“Bill”  McKevitt  of  Newport,  Ocean  Lake 
and  Taft,  had  everyone  ask  him  about 
the  storm  and  the  damage  it  did. 

Ben  Fish  from  United  Artists’  Los  An- 
geles headquarters  was  in  town  during  the 
week  . . . Jack  O’Bryan  is  off  to  Seattle 
. . . Tom  Shearer  out  of  town  . . . Everett 
Clawson  representing  Hillsboro  . . . George 
Smith  scheduling  a sales  meeting  in  Port- 
land for  the  first  part  of  the  vjeek  . . . Ted 
Gamble  lining  up  University  of  Washing- 
ton alumni  to  attend  a chamber  of  com- 
merce forum  where  the  U.  of  W.’s  women’s 
debate  team  did  its  stuff  . . . Dude  Smith 
in  from  Tillamook. 

Bill  Ripley  of  Longview  being  busy 
around  20th-Pox  . . . Jerry  Randolph  of 
Cathlamet,  Wash.,  and  Harry  Percy  of 
White  Salmon  on  the  visitors’  list  . . . 
Maxine  Moore,  bookkeeper  in  the  office 
of  Harold  Lake,  J.  J.  Parker’s  auditor,  has 
decided  to  try  to  prove  that  “two  can  live 
as  cheaply  as  one”  with  Dr.  Tom  Lipscomb. 


Fillmore  Fire  Destroys 
BOQ-Seat  Theatre 

Fillmore,  Cal. — Fire  of  an  as  yet  un- 
known origin  completely  destroyed  the 
Fillmore  Theatre,  with  unofficial  estimates 
placing  the  loss  at  approximately  $35,000. 
The  house,  one  of  the  Jimmy  Edwards 
circuit,  was  a 600-seater. 


Close  as  Precaution 

Casa  Grande,  Ariz. — A smallpox  epi- 
demic has  forced  the  Paramount  Theatre, 
owned  by  William  Cox,  to  close  tempo- 
rarily. It  is  the  only  house  in  town. 


Robert  W.  Selig  Is  Now 
At  Helm  of  Hiawatha 

Denver — Robert  W.  Selig,  recently  dis- 
trict manager  for  GB  Pictures  here  and 
in  San  Francisco,  has  been  named  man- 
ager of  the  Hiawatha,  where  he  assumes 
the  duties  of  Ralph  Batschelet,  who  has 
been  managing  both  that  house  and  the 
Bluebird.  Selig  plans  to  bring  to  the 
Hiawatha  the  better  foreign  films  as  well 
as  unusual  American  films  outside  the 
usual  releases. 

Fox  also  has  brought  another  newcomer 
in  the  managerial  end  in  the  placing  of 
Al  Yohe  of  Denver  as  manager  of  the 
Webber,  where  he  replaces  Harry  Lane, 
who  has  resigned  to  enter  other  business. 
Yohe  has  recently  been  publicity  director 
for  amusement  enterprises  outside  the  the- 
atre business. 


^AllLir  IILAKIE 

^IVIC  leaders  and  members  of  fraternal 
groups  attended  a special  showing  of 
“The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomorrow”  at 
the  Studio  Theatre  here.  It’s  a noteworthy 
two-reeler  by  “The  March  of  Time”  . . . 
The  local  Columbia  sales  contingent,  in- 
cluding Robert  Hill,  manager;  Harold 
Green,  Bill  Seib,  and  Ken  Lloyd,  have 
returned  from  a regional  meeting  in  San 
Francisco. 

“Kentucky”  has  been  extended  here, 
moving  from  the  Paramount  to  the  Studio 
for  a second  week  . . . The  Utah  Thea- 
tre here  hosted  475  “junior  traffic  patrol- 
men” at  a special  show  . . . Opera  bows 
in  for  the  season  here  the  latter  part  of 
February  . . . On  a return  run,  “Snow 
White”  is  being  held  over  at  the  Star 
Theatre. 

M.  K.  Ross,  manager  of  the  Republic- 
Sheffield  exchange  here,  has  returned  with 
the  family  from  a holiday  in  Los  An- 
geles . . . Salt  Lake  visitors  were  Ben 
Murdock,  Heber  City,  Utah;  W.  Currell, 
Logan,  Utah;  R.  Stephenson,  Loa,  Utah  . . . 
Tom  Keen,  western  star,  and  a troupe 
of  25  are  P.  A.-ing  at  the  Roxy  here. 

The  projectionists’  local.  No.  250,  last 
year  contributed  over  $2,000  in  labor  to 
bring  motion  pictures  and  cheer  to  shut- 
in  groups  in  and  around  Salt  Lake,  accord- 
ing to  Lou  F.  Hoffman,  business  manager. 
The  group  has  been  carrying  on  this  worth- 
while work  for  over  10  years. 


Rob  During  Rush 

Los  Angeles — Saturday-night  bandits 
held  up  the  York  Theatre,  on  Whittier 
Blvd.,  during  the  evening  rush  and  es- 
caped with  $275. 


Los  Angeles — Moving  with  dispatch  and 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  points  for 
which  they  have  fought  will  be  considered 
and  adopted,  Robert  Poole,  general  secre- 
tary, and  Albert  Galston,  president  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Cal. 
and  Ariz.  left  for  New  York  to  attend  re- 
sumed discussions  of  the  15-point  ex- 
hibitor-distributor trade  practice  agree- 
ment which  began  January  10. 

Galston,  accepting  Sidney  R.  Kent’s  in- 
vitation to  name  delegates  to  the  confer- 
ence, had  originally  requested  a short 
postponement,  but  he  and  Poole  speeded 
up  the  machinery  by  appointing  them- 
selves as  representatives  of  the  ITO.  Both 
are  familiar  with  the  proposition,  having 
attended — with  Hugh  Bruen,  Whittier  ex- 
hibitor— the  original  New  York  parleys. 
'The  code  drafted  at  the  previous  ses- 
sions, however,  was  rejected  by  the  ITO 
directorate. 

Length  of  Poole’s  and  Galston’s  stay  is 
undeterminable.  In  their  absence  the  ITO 
board  has  indefinitely  postponed  its  gen- 
eral membership  meeting,  originally  sched- 
uled for  this  week. 


ITO  Postpones  Membership 
Meeting  to  January  23 

Los  Angeles — Due  to  the  absence  of 
Robert  Poole,  general  secretary,  and  Presi- 
dent Al  Galston,  in  New  York  attending 
the  resumed  exhibitor-distributor  trade 
practice  parleys,  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  So.  California  and  Arizona  has 
postponed  its  membership  meeting  to  Jan- 
uary 23.  Huddle  was  originally  set  for 
January  9. 

Henry  Friedel  Elected 
Screen  Club  Head 

Denver — Henry  Friedel,  manager  of  the 
M-G-M  exchange,  has  been  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club 
for  1939.  Other  officers  elected  are  A.  P. 
<Tony)  Archer,  first  vice-president;  Sam 
Feinstein,  second  vice-president;  E.  P. 
• Buzz)  Briggs,  treasurer;  Ross  Bluck  sec- 
retary, and  Emmett  Thurmon,  counsel. 
'The  new  board  of  directors  include  Archer, 
Friedel,  Bluck,  Briggs,  William  Agren,  C. 
J.  Bell,  Frank  Culp,  Joe  H.  Dekker,  Duke 
W.  Dunbar,  A.  J.  Gould  jr..  Jack  Langan, 
Jap  Morgan  and  R.  J.  Morrison.  The  club, 
organized  a few  years,  and  composed  for 
the  most  part  of  theatre  and  film  men, 
maintains  clubrooms  in  the  Cosmopolitan 
Hotel. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN"  Facts 

Ask  all  your  customers  if  they  like  popcorn 
with  their  entertainment,  to  learn  what 
its  worth 

“In  dollars  and  cents’’ 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 
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IILO^  AWCEIILIES 


^ISITING:  Harry  Nace,  head  of  the  Nace 
Publix  Theatre  circuit,  headquartering 
in  Yuma. 

Charles  Feldman,  Universal  branch 
manager,  is  bedded  with  a severe  cold  . . . 
Grover  Parsons,  Republic’s  district  mana- 
ger, checked  in  from  his  San  Francisco 
headquarters. 

C.  P.  Rose,  former  GB  branch  manager 
in  Salt  Lake,  has  been  appointed  field 
representative  for  Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  in 
the  western  territory.  He  will  work  imder 
the  supervision  of  Leo  Schwartz,  local 
Ti'ailer-Made  manager. 

After  spending  several  weeks  in  a San 
Francisco  hospital,  Ed  Patterson,  otvner 
of  the  Sierra  and  Daly  theatres,  is  on  his 
feet  again  and  was  a booking  visitor  . . . 
George  Maxemun  put  in  his  first  appear- 
ance in  more  than  three  years.  He  is  a 
partner  with  Harry  Nace  in  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  Flagstaff,  Ariz.  . . . Ernest  Har- 
per of  the  Fontaria,  Fontana,  was  also 
in  booking. 

More  than  1,700  underprivileged  chil- 
dren were  given  holiday  treats  when  the 
Lion’s  Club  of  Whittier  sponsored  parties 
for  them  at  Hugh  Bruen’s  Whittier,  Ward- 
man  and  Roxy  theatres. 

A.  J.  Aronson,  office  manager  for  South- 
ern Poster  Co.,  his  wife  and  Mark  Mor- 
ris, of  Western  Poster  Co.,  San  Francisco, 
are  en  route  to  New  York  for  a three- 
week  trip,  combining  business  and  pleas- 
ure. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Booking  visitors:  George  Diamos,  from 
the  Plaza  Theatre,  Tucson,  Ariz.,  and  a 
partner  in  the  Diamos  Theatre  Circuit  . . . 
Earl  Brothers,  operator  of  the  Boulder  in 
Boulder  City,  Nev. — a rare  visitor. 

Jack  Anderson  of  Exhibitors  Service  is 
on  vacation — but  has  been  spending  most 
of  his  time  right  on  the  Row  . . . Ralph 
Perkins,  who  oums  the  Mesa  Theatre  in 
Victorville  and  is  partner  with  Jimmy  Ed- 
wards in  several  suburban  houses,  is  tak- 
ing a7i  extended  trip  east. 

Lon  Hoss  is  holding  down  the  fort  at 
the  Universal  exchange.  A1  O’Keefe,  west- 
ern division  manager,  is  off  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Salesmen  Buck  Wade  and  Ollie 
Wog  have  departed  on  selling  trips. 

O.  W.  Lewis,  of  the  Mission  Theatre, 
San  Gabriel,  a booking  visitor  . . . Also 
L.  A.  Williams  of  the  Meralta,  Dovmey, 
and  Charles  Ferry,  in  from  the  Granada, 
Alhambra. 

Clarence  Mullins,  of  the  Mission  The- 
atre on  So.  Broadway,  is  at  a loose  end, 
the  city  council  having  denied  him  a per- 
mit to  build  a new  theatre  at  Crenshaw 
Blvd.  and  Santa  Barbara,  in  the  south- 
west part  of  town,  because  of  residential 
zoning  restrictions.  Mullins  had  his  plans 
all  drawn  up  and  ready  to  go. 

Vacationing  here  is  John  Anderson,  who 
operates  the  U.  S.  A.  Theatre  in  Fort 
Morgan,  Colo.  Anderson  is  well  known 
along  the  Row,  as  he  usually  drops  in 
about  once  a year. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOF' 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoff 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


Court  Halts  Zoning 
Pending  Suit 

Los  Angeles — One  step  in  its  fight  to 
enjoin  Pox  West  Coast  from  assertedly 
violating  zoning  ordinances  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Fox  Gentry  'Theatre  was  won 
by  the  Kinna-Mission  Theatres  Corp.  when 
district  court  issued  a temporary  injunc- 
tion against  PWC. 

The  injunction  was  issued  by  Judge  Paul 
McCormick  with  the  declaration  that  he 
wished  the  situation  to  remain  in  status 
quo  pending  decision.  Kinna-Mission, 
which  operates  the  Mission  Theatre  in 
opposition  to  the  Gentry,  charges  FWC 
with  conspiring  to  alter  booking  dates  so 
as  to  give  the  Gentry  preferential  runs  in 
the  territory. 


ID)  IE  M V IE  IR 

TACK  KRAMER,  recently  with  the  Santa 

Fe  Theatre,  has  been  made  assistant 
manager  at  the  State  Theatre. 

Sam  Reed,  local  representative  of  RCA, 
has  gone  to  Camden,  N.  J.,  where  he  will 
attend  the  Photophone  convention  and 
hear  all  about  the  new  equipment  being 
brought  out  by  RCA.  Sam  says  his  com- 
pany will  have  a complete  new  line  of 
sound  equipment,  with  new  prices  and 
policies. 

L.  C.  Snyder,  operating  in  other  Colo- 
rado towns  also,  is  readying  a new  the- 
atre in  Ft.  Collins,  Colo.  It  is  costing, 
including  real  estate,  about  $40,000.  He  is 
making  over  a store  building  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  open  about  February  1.  He 
is  installing  a new  RCA  sound  equipment. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  H.  Graham  has  taken  over 
the  Magdalene  Theatre  in  Magdalene,  N. 
M.,  and  has  renamed  it  the  Aragon.  She 
bought  the  house  from  Mrs.  Cora  B.  Hayes. 

Westland  Theatres  have  moved  their 
headquarters  from  Denver  to  Colorado 
Springs. 

Ed  Mapel,  operating  three  dime  grinds 
here,  has  left  for  the  west  coast  where 
he  expects  to  make  another  picture,  prob- 
ably on  the  sex  angle. 

The  Deertrail  Theatre,  Deertrail,  Colo., 
will  be  reopened  by  the  Golda  Roadshow 
Co.  about  February  1. 

In  a switch  of  assistant  managers  by 
Fox,  Tom  Sutton  has  been  moved  from  the 
Aladdin  to  the  Hiawatha,  where  he  will 
assist  Robert  Selig,  newly -appointed  mam- 
ager  in  the  so-called  arty  program.  It  is 
their  plan  to  exhibit  the  better  foreign 
and  also  American  films  outside  the  usual 
releases.  Charles  Lowen,  chief  of  staff  at 
the  Tabor,  takes  the  job  vacated  by  Sut- 
ton at  the  Aladdin. 

Charles  Diller,  who  operates  a theatre 
in  Cripple  Creek  and  other  towns,  has 
moved  his  headquarters  there  from  Denver. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

■ = A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR = 

LOS  ANGELES 
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MILWAUKEE  INDEPENDENTS  DECIDE  AGAINST 
HALTING  CASH  GAMES;  BLAME  ON  CIRCUIT 

Injunction  Against  Bank  Night  wamer  saxe  chain  Has 

j , r ^ TTT'  Responsibility 

Sought  in  LaCrOSSe,  WlS,  Dumped  in  Lap 


La  Crosse,  Wis. — Discontinuance  of  Bank 
Night  under  a circuit  court  injunction  is 
sought  by  the  state  attorney  general’s  of- 
fice in  a complaint  filed  with  the  court 
and  served  by  the  sheriff  on  executives 
of  the  Lacrosse  Theatres  Co. 

Leo  E.  Vaudreuil,  Madison,  deputy  at- 
torney general,  alleged  in  the  complaint 
that  Bank  Night  is  a public  nuisance, 
claiming  it  to  be  a lottery  and  that  “such 
open  and  notorious  operation  of  said  lot- 
tery has  become  a public  scandal  and  is 
demoralizing  to  the  people  in  the  com- 
munity wherein  such  lottery  is  operated.” 

Judge  Roy  V.  Ahlstrom,  with  whom  the 
papers  were  filed  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral’s office,  will  preside  as  ex-officio  cir- 
cuit court  commissioner  over  an  early  pre- 
liminary hearing. 

The  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.  was  ac- 
quitted December  28  by  a six-man  jury 
on  charges  of  conducting  a lottery  in 
connection  with  Bank  Night  at  its  Rivoli 
Theatre  here.  The  state  was  unable  to 
appeal  from  this  decision,  but  in  the  case 
of  the  action  now  pending,  it  will  be 
possible  for  either  side  to  appeal. 

Institution  of  the  present  nuisance  ac- 
tion does  not  restrain  the  theatre  com- 
pany from  holding  Bank  Night  until  a 
final  decision  is  rendered,  but  the  Ri- 
voli’s  Bank  Night  equipment  confiscated 
as  a result  of  the  original  lottery  litiga- 
tion will  be  temporarily  retained  by  the 
court.  Judge  Ahlstrom  has  decided. 


Theatres  to  Blame  for 
Gambling  Spread — View 

Milwaxtkee — Announcement  by  the  in- 
dependent theatre  owners  of  Milwaukee 
that  they  would  take  united  action  to  dis- 
continue all  games  of  chance  in  their  the- 


Missouri  Sales  Tax 
Extension  Move 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — A bill  to  extend 
the  Missouri  two  per  cent  sales  tax  be- 
yond the  present  expiration  date  of  De- 
cember 31,  1939,  has  been  tossed  into  the 
legislative  hopper. 

The  new  measure  would  give  the  state 
auditor  more  power  in  enforcing  provi- 
sions of  the  act  and  to  compel  each  per- 
son in  business  to  take  out  a permit  and 


atres  before  January  15  if  others  would 
do  likewise,  has  brought  laudatory  edi- 
torial comment  for  the  ban  by  the  Osh- 
kosh Northwestern,  Oshkosh  daily. 

The  Northwestern  sides  with  the  Mari- 
nette Eagle-Star  regarding  the  Milwaukee 
proposal  to  eliminate  Bank  Night.  Quot- 
ing from  the  Eagle-Star: 

“Apparently  it  was  not  so  much  a mat- 
ter of  virtue  as  it  was  the  competition 
of  Bingo  and  other  games  in  chm’ch  base- 
ments and  dance  halls  which  prompted 
this  decision.  It  was  an  old  story  and 
nothing  more  than  the  theatre  owners 
should  have  expected.  When  they  in- 
dulged in  wide-open  gambling  to  lure 
patrons  to  their  show  houses — and  Bank 
Nights  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
that — it  was  to  be  expected  the  gambling 
craze  would  spread.  Theatre  owners  could 
not,  of  course,  expect  any  monopoly  on 
gambling.  Eventually  the  spread  of  gam- 
bling became  a boomerang  to  the  the- 
atres. Hence  their  decision  to  eliminate 
it.  Now  they  are  hopeful  that  the  law 
will  step  into  the  pictm-e  and  clamp  the 
lid  down  on  all  forms  of  gambling. 

“Theatre  owners  would  be  a lot  better 
off  if  they  settled  down  to  the  business 
of  entertaining  the  public,  striving  to  give 
the  public  its  money’s  worth  in  real  en- 
tertainment.” 

The  reason  many  patrons  continually 
attend  the  theatres,  the  Northwestern  says, 
is  for  fear  their  names  might  be  called 
and  they  would  miss  the  opportunity  to 
cash  in  on  the  prize.  “It  is  the  incen- 
tive of  the  gambling  feature  that  causes 
persons  to  attend  even  when  they  know 
the  screen  program  is  going  to  be  rela- 
tively inferior  to  the  entertainment  af- 
forded when  Bank  Night  is  not  part  of 
the  inducement,”  the  Northwestern  con- 
tends, in  concluding  its  comment. 


make  a tax  return  before  he  could  en- 
gage in  business. 

This  measure,  continuing  the  provision 
prohibiting  cities  from  imposing  their  own 
sales  tax  laws,  would  kill  the  plans  of 
Mayor  Bernard  P.  Dickmann  for  a sales 
tax  ordinance  to  help  solve  that  city’s 
financial  problems. 

Another  bill  dropped  into  the  hopper 
would  impose  a two  per  cent  levy  on  all 
goods  purchased  outside  of  Missouri. 

Still  another  measure  would  repeal  the 
1935  Jones-Munger  law  covering  the  col- 
lection of  delinquent  real  estate  taxes. 

A fourth  bill  would  revise  the  state’s  in- 
come tax  law,  fixing  more  stringent  collec- 
tion penalties. 


Milwaukee — Dumping  the  responsibility 
for  the  continuance  of  cash  games  here 
into  the  lap  of  the  Warner-Saxe  circuit, 
Milwaukee  county  members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Protective  Ass’n  of  Wis- 
consin have  rescinded  their  previous  reso- 
lution to  halt  the  business  stimulants. 

The  action  followed  a statement  to 
Boxoffice  by  A.  D.  Kvool,  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Warner-Saxe  chain,  indicat- 
ing refusal  to  discontinue  games  in  the 
circuit’s  15  county  houses.  Kvool  said 
they  were  good  business  stimulants  and 
that  he  did  not  feel  justified  in  discon- 
tinuing them. 

Local  independents  and  H.  J.  Fitzger- 
ald, general  manager  of  the  Fox-Wiscon- 
sin  circuit,  have  announced  their  inten- 
tion to  eliminate  the  games  if  the  pro- 
cedure becomes  general. 

The  announcement  of  Fitzgerald  is  in 
line  with  the  Fox  West  Coast  circuit’s 
policy  as  expi’essed  to  Boxoffice  by  Charles 
P.  Skouras,  head  of  the  sister  chain  un- 
der the  National  Theatres  banner.  Skouras 
said  that  the  ban  would  continue  against 
giveaways  in  all  Fox  West  Coast  units.  He 
sailed  for  Greece  on  personal  and  family 
business  last  week. 


Cash  Stunt  Franchise 
Holder  Loses  Suit 

New  Haven — Characterizing  the  cash 
gift  scheme  as  “against  public  policy  and 
within  the  inhibition  of  the  so-called  lot- 
tery statutes,”  the  county  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  absolved  Exhibitor  Joseph  W. 
Faith  of  contract  breach  in  a suit  by 
franchise  holders  of  “Employment”  and 
“Entertainment  Night.” 


Indianapolis  Lawyer 
Join  Hays  Office 

Indianapolis  — Mrs.  Marjorie  Roemler 
Kinnaird  has  gone  to  New  York  to  as- 
sume her  new  duties  as  an  assistant  to 
Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  president. 

A practicing  lawyer  here  several  years, 
she  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  O.  Roemler,  who  live  here. 


Buys  in  Merrill 

Merrill,  Wis. — Mrs.  Lucile  Forbes  of 
Prairie  du  Sac  has  purchased  the  Cosmo 
Theatre  here.  C.  B.  Gray,  brother  of  Mrs. 
Forbes,  will  remain  in  Prairie  du  Sac  as 
manager  of  the  Bonham  Theatre  there, 
which  Mrs.  Forbes  also  operates. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  14,  1939  C 


45 


INDIANA  LEGISLATORS  CONSIDER  CHANGE  IN 
GAMBLING  LAWS  FOR  CLOSE  CHECK  ON  BINGO 


Promotion  of  Games  in 
Name  of  Charity  Is 
Reason  for  Probe 

Indianapolis — Members  of  the  Indiana 
legislature,  particularly  those  from  smaller 
communities,  are  considering  a change  in 
the  gambling  laws  of  Indiana  to  give  au- 
thorities some  effective  means  of  dealing 
with  “Bingo  Parties”  and  similar  stunts. 

Bingo  is  having  serious  repercussions  in 
the  metropolitan  cities,  some  of  the  legis- 
lators say,  and  rapidly  is  becoming  a fac- 
tor in  the  affairs  of  the  smaller  com- 
munities. 

Conservative  estimates  place  the  amount 
of  money  that  is  collected  from  Bingo 
players  in  Indianapolis  at  more  than  $50,- 
000  a week.  The  promoters  and  mana- 
gers of  the  “Bingos,”  whose  expenses  rela- 
tively are  trivial,  are  not  required  to  pay 
license  fees  and  have  not  been  subjected 
to  prosecutions  for  gambling. 

Starting  originally  as  a novel  method 
of  raising  money  for  religious  or  charitable 
purpose.  Bingo  quickly  proved  popular. 
Opposition  to  the  games  has  been  kept  at 
a minimum  because  of  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  “Bingos”  have  been  conducted 
by  churches  and  lodges  with  the  proceeds 
used  for  good  purposes. 

Differentiation  between  these  games  and 
those  conducted  by  professional  promoters 
is  difficult,  especially  as  the  promoters 
seek  to  clothe  their  projects  under  the 
mantles  of  some  reputable  organization  to 
which  they  readily  agree  to  give  a part 
of  their  “takes.” 

Fifty  games  were  advertised  for  the 


Indianapolis  — Over  nine  months  ago 
Boxoffice  inadvertently  carried  an  er- 
roneous story  to  the  effect  that  Frank 
Moneyhun,  advertising-publicity  man,  had 
died  following  injuries  suffered  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  Moneyhun,  fortunately, 
did  not  die;  he  had  been  severely  injured. 
Boxoffice  gladly  and  quickly  corrected  all 
unfortunate  impressions,  to  those  who 
would  read,  in  its  next  issue.  But,  as  he 
writes  this  publication,  it  seems  the 
“ghost”  still  stalks  Moneyhun.  So,  for 
the  record,  we  reprint  his  letter: 

“Through  the  carelessness  of  one  of  your 
correspondents  your  publication,  about  ten 
months  ago,  made  a ‘zombie’  out  of  me. 

“Under  an  Indianapolis  date-line  of 
March  10,  1938,  you  reported  my  death 
in  an  automobile  accident.  The  heading: 
■FRANK  MONEYHUN  DIES  OF  AUTO 
ACCIDENT  INJURIES.’  The  story  that 
followed  was  correct  in  all  details  except 
one:  I did  not  die! 


week  beginning  January  2 in  Indianapolis, 
with  prizes  running  as  high  as  $700  a 
game.  Publications  designated  the  Orien- 
tal Bingo  Schedule  and  Bingo  Hi-Lights 
are  distributed  to  patrons  of  the  games 
and  list  dance  halls,  churches,  theatres, 
lodge  and  union  halls  and  hotels  as  places 
where  the  games  are  operated,  after- 
noons and  evenings,  weekly  and  Sunday. 

More  than  $8,000  is  listed  in  prizes  to 
be  won  during  the  week  in  one  of  these 
publications.  The  schedules  also  adver- 
tise that  “percentage”  games  are  played. 
Several  of  the  locations  do  not  disclose 
the  amounts  of  the  prizes.  A favorite 
practice  is  to  award  prizes  of  $25  to  $100 
for  “attendance”  in  addition  to  prizes 
won  in  the  games. 

Old-time  gamblers  assert  they  can  see 
little,  if  any,  difference  between  Bingo  of 
today  and  the  Keno  of  yesterday  and 
they  estimate  the  percentage  against  the 
player  when  the  game  is  honestly  played 
at  about  the  same  level.  Those  who  play 
in  this  city  believe  that  most  of  the  Bingo 
games  are  conducted  honestly,  but  some 
complaints  that  have  been  received  by  the 
police  department  do  not  support  their 
belief. 

Menges  Deal  Reported 
With  Frisina  Chain 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — State  Senator  Louis 
J.  Menges  has  closed  a deal  with  Frisina 
Amusement  of  Springfield  through  which 
that  company  will  take  over  the  operation 
of  the  Columbia,  a 628-seater,  and  the 
State,  which  seats  750.  Both  are  located 
on  State  St.,  which  is  the  principal  east 
and  west  thoroughfare  of  the  city. 


“At  the  time  it  struck  me  as  a grim 
joke  of  little  importance  or  consequence. 
However,  as  time  goes  by,  I learn  that 
many  people  I have  known  for  years  are 
under  the  impression  I am  dead.  Only 
last  week  in  Indianapolis  I slapped  Carl 
Niesse  on  the  back  and  nearly  scared  him 
to  death! 

“It  is  beginning  to  be  exasperating  when 
I contact  someone  about  a job  and  learn 
he  thinks  I've  been  dead  ten  months!  I 
take  my  hat  off  to  your  publication.  It 
gets  around! 

“So  . . . for  the  sake  of  my  future  as 
an  advertising  and  publicity  man  . . . 
please  run  a retraction.  There  are  im- 
portant people  in  Chicago,  New  York,  In- 
dianapolis, Cleveland,  Miami,  Palm  Beach 
and  Atlanta  ( all  of  which  cities  I’ve 
worked  in)  who  might,  possibly,  be  glad 
to  know  I’m  alive! 

“Thanks.” 


Censorship  Bill  Is 
Seen  for  Indiana 

Indianapolis — A motion  picture  censor- 
ship bill  most  likely  will  be  introduced  in 
the  Indiana  general  assembly,  now  in  ses- 
sion. A number  of  more  pressing  matters, 
however,  probably  will  push  the  measure 
into  the  background  for  the  time  being. 

Among  problems  confronting  Indiana’s 
lawmakers  are  wage-hour  law  limitations, 
workmen’s  compensation,  sex  discrimina- 
tion in  employment  and  wages,  and  gross 
income  tax  rates  and  exemptions. 

While  no  drastic  changes  are  antici- 
pated in  the  state’s  operating  structure, 
the  trade  is  watching  the  assembly,  inas- 
much as  the  forementioned  problems  are 
closely  tied  up  with  their  interests. 

"Tailspin"  Accompanied 
By  Aviatrix  and  Star 

Chicago — Twentieth  Century-Fox,  going 
in  for  more  and  more  national  exploitation 
on  its  product,  is  going  “up  in  the  air,” 
on  “Tailspin,”  which  stars  Alice  Faye, 
Constance  Bennett,  Nancy  Kelly,  Joan 
Davis,  Charles  Farrell  and  others. 

A print  of  the  picture  is  to  be  brought 
here  February  2 by  air  transport  by  a 
nationally  known  woman  flier.  She  will  be 
accompanied  by  a studio  starlet,  and  the 
inevitable  press  agent.  Mayor  Edward  J. 
Kelly,  critics  and  the  trade  press  will  be 
invited  to  a publicity  dinner  that  night  at 
the  Blackstone  Hotel.  And,  of  course,  the 
film  opens  a short  time  later  at  the 
Roosevelt  or  Chicago  theatres. 

A Try  in  Indianapolis 
For  High  Type  Films 

Indianapolis — The  Indiana  Indorsers  of 
Photoplays  is  planning  to  bring  to  the 
screen  higher  type  stories,  based  on  es- 
tablished books  and  novels,  by  assuring 
such  pictures  support  at  the  boxoffice. 

The  group  plans  to  hold  discussions  on 
such  films  as  “The  Citadel”  and  “Sixty 
Glorious  Years”  in  local  public  libraries 
to  whip  up  interest  in  them. 

Mrs.  David  Ross,  president,  in  making 
the  announcement,  declared  it  was  her 
organization’s  belief  theatremen  would 
quickly  cooperate  with  the  group  in  book- 
ing such  worthwhile  pictures,  if  they  were 
ensured  a profit  on  the  run. 


Metro  Signs  Weidler 

Hollywood — 'Virginia  Weidler,  the  little 
cowgirl  in  “Out  West  With  the  Hardys,” 
has  been  awarded  a contract  at  Metro. 


Moneyhun  Not 
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Chicago  Suits  Up 
After  Xmas  Lull 

Chicago — After  a few  weeks  lull,  the 
anti-trust  suits  facing  the  major  ex- 
changes and  B&K  were  expected  to  get 
underway  again  this  week.  Beginning  on 
Friday,  depositions  were  to  be  taken  from 
independent  exhibitors  in  their  suit  on 
clearance.  Hearings  were  to  be  before 
Master  in  Chancery  Charles  A.  McDonald. 

Federal  Judge  Charles  Woodward,  who 
is  hearing  the  charges  of  criminal  con- 
tempt against  B&K,  seven  of  the  major 
companies,  and  Barney  Balaban,  based 
upon  the  1932  consent  decree,  is  to  rule 
Monday  on  whether  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  government  to  furnish  a bill  of 
particulars  in  the  case. 

Judge  Woodward,  earlier  in  the  proceed- 
ings, intimated  that  he  would  probably 
rule  it  necessary  for  the  bill  of  particu- 
lars to  be  furnished. 

Other  motions  to  be  taken  up  Monday 
will  be  that  of  the  government  seeking 
impounding  of  records  in  the  case,  and 
the  motion  of  the  defense  to  quash  the 
subpoenas  seeking  witnesses  and  docu- 
ments in  the  case. 

B&K  Appoints  Nate  Platt 
To  Succeed  Lipstone 

Chicago — Nate  Platt,  for  many  years 
with  B&K  and  now  a district  manager,  will 
head  the  production  department,  succeed- 
ing Lou  Lipstone,  who  leaves  next  week 
for  the  west  coast  to  take  over  as  musical 
director  of  Paramount. 

Platt  will  continue  his  duties  as  district 
manager.  Working  with  him  as  booker  for 
the  B&K  vaude  houses,  will  be  Max  Tur- 
ner. Turner  is  a well-known  local  vaude- 
ville agent.  He  was  formerly  connected 
with  B&K  in  the  production  and  operating 
departments. 

Carl  Lieber  a Suicide 
Following  Breakdown 

Indianapolis — Carl  T.  Lieber,  42,  at  one 
time  First  National  exchange  manager 
here,  committed  suicide  last  week,  hang- 
ing himself  in  the  home  of  his  mother 
with  whom  he  had  lived  for  the  last  six 
months  following  a nervous  breakdown. 

Survivors,  besides  his  mother,  include 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Monday. 


Presents  Oldtimers 

Chicago — A series  of  presentations  of 
oldtime  films  every  Tuesday  night  through 
March  28  will  be  offered  by  the  Lake 
Shore  Athletic  Club  in  cooperation  with 
the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  of  New  York. 
The  first  group  included  “The  New  York 
Hat,”  a 1912  film  starring  Mary  Pick- 
ford  and  Lionel  Barrymore:  “The  Fugi- 
tive,” with  William  S.  Hart,  release  in 
1914;  a 1917  Mack  Sennett  comedy,  “The 
Clever  Dummy,”  and  a Theda  Bara  film, 
“A  Fool  There  Was,”  of  1914  vintage. 


Lest  Someone  Be 
Overlooked 

Chicago — The  committee  in  charge 
of  the  amusement  section  drive  for  the 
Jewish  Welfare  Fund  believes  every 
Jewish  member  of  the  industry  wants 
to  do  his  share  or  her  share  for  this 
great  cause. 

If  you  happen  to  know  of  anyone 
who  might  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  drive  thus  far,  please  call  BOX- 
OFFICE  offices  here,  WABash  4575, 
and  his  name  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
committee. 


A Go  Sipal  Given 
For  Investigation 

St.  Louis — William  Green,  president  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  has  an- 
nounced that  the  AFL  will  investigate 
complaints  concerning  the  management  of 
the  St.  Louis  local  No.  143  of  the  motion 
picture  machine  operators  union,  an  af- 
filiate of  the  lATSE. 

Green  said,  however,  that  any  action  in 
the  case  must  be  taken  by  the  lATSE. 

He  added  that  members  of  Local  No. 
143  ought  to  file  charges,  if  they  were 
aggrieved.  Heretofore  all  of  the  personal 
attackers  of  John  P.  Nick,  vice-president 
of  the  lATSE,  who  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  affairs  of  the  local  since  1935,  have 
declined  to  come  into  the  open.  They 
have  explained  their  undercover  move- 
ments by  saying  they  were  afraid.  On  this 
point  President  Green  said;  “I  can’t  un- 
derstand why  they  would  be  afraid.” 

An  Unsigned  Appeal 

An  unsigned  appeal  for  an  investiga- 
tion was  sent  to  Green  last  week.  The 
anonymous  complaints  alleged  they  were 
members  of  Local  No.  143. 

Vice-president  Nick  on  January  5 asked 
George  A.  Browne  of  New  York  City,  presi- 
dent of  the  lATSE,  to  investigate  condi- 
tions in  Local  No.  143.  Announcement 
of  Nick’s  action  was  made  by  Clyde  Wes- 
ton, business  agent  of  the  local. 

“Nick  has  asked  an  investigation  of  the 
whole  affair,”  Weston  said.  “In  his  tele- 
gram to  Browne,  Nick  said  he  was  willing 
that  lA  representatives  take  any  action 
they  see  fit,  including,  restoration  of  au- 
tonomy to  the  local  union.” 

Local  No.  143  at  a recent  meeting  voted 
their  confidence  in  Nick.  There  wasn’t  a 
dissenting  vote  but  a few  of  those  in  at- 
tendance declined  to  vote. 

Nick  has  been  confined  to  his  home  for 
more  than  a month  by  an  attack  of  arth- 
ritis. 

The  investigation  asked  by  Vice-presi- 
dent Nick  probably  will  include  not  only 
Local  No.  143  but  also  affiliated  unions 
such  as  Local  No.  Bl,  composed  of  em- 
ployes of  film  exchanges,  and  B2  which 
include  ushers,  ticket  takers  and  other  serv- 
ice employes  of  theatres. 


Jewish  Film  Men 
Approach  Quota 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — By  pulling  together,  regard- 
less of  whether  they  were  independent  or 
circuit  exhibitors,  producers,  distributors, 
supply  men  or  others,  in  a great  humani- 
tarian effort,  nearly  100  Jewish  members 
of  the  industry  raised  two-thirds,  of  their 
$100,000  amusement  section  quota  of  the 
$2,000,000  Jewish  Welfare  Fund  drive.  The 
opening  drive  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Congress  Hotel. 

The  total  approximate  amount  listed  as 
contributed  as  Boxoffice  goes  to  press  is 
$67,500. 

Sam  Goldsmith  of  the  Jewish  Welfare 
Fund  drive  spoke  as  the  meeting  opened 
and  related  how  all  of  the  decent  peoples 
of  the  world — some  32  of  the  civilized 
nations — have  extended  their  help  and  aid 
to  the  Jewish  peoples  during  the  current 
German  pogrom. 

Kirsch,  Leonard  Leaders 

“Depending  upon  what  we  do  here  in 
the  U.  S.  toward  raising  our  $20,000,000 
quota,”  said  Goldsmith,  “is  the  fate  of 
not  only  the  600,000  Jews  in  Germany, 
but  the  3,000,000  other  oppressed  Jews  in 
foreign  countries.” 

Jack  Kirsch  and  Morris  Leonard  are 
co-chairmen  of  the  amusement  section 
drive,  assisted  by  Leo  Spitz  and  John 
Balaban,  who  are  members  of  the  city- 
wide general  committee.  Eddie  Zorn  of 
Pontiac,  111.,  heads  the  down-state  com- 
mittee, assisted  by  Jules  Rubens  of  Great 
States. 

Local  members  of  the  amusement  com- 
mittee to  aid  in  solicitation  of  the  funds 
are  Lou  Reinheimer,  W.  K.  Hollander, 
Henri  Elman,  Johnny  Mednikow,  Abe  Gum- 
biner.  Jack  Rose,  Nate  Platt,  Charles  Nel- 
son, Alderman  Jake  Arvey,  Ludwig  Suss- 
man,  Pete  Shayne,  Nate  Wolf,  Alex  Hal- 
perin.  Gene  Rich,  Archie  Trebow,  Mor- 
ris Leonard,  Sidney  Spiegel  jr..  Jack  Os- 
serman,  Jack  Schumow,  Aaron  Jones  jr., 
Henry  Schoenstadt,  Jack  Fischer,  M.  O. 
Wells,  Jules  Rubens,  Mort  Goldberg,  Phil 
Dunas  and  Joseph  Stern. 


Gordon  H.  Simmons  Co. 

Theatre  Heating, 
Ventilating 
and  Air  Conditioning 

Plans  and  Estimates  Furnished. 
No  Obligation. 

926  North  Cass  Street 
MILWAUKEE.  WIS. 

Phone,  Daly  2552 
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So  Mr.  American 
Takes  the  Rap 


Chicago — In  a rough  world,  American 
film  producers,  harassed  by  dictators  and 
rabid  jingoistic  politics  of  countries  across 
the  waters,  have  been  forced  to  make 
out  the  good-natured  American  as  “the 
roughest  customer  in  the  world,”  editor- 
ializes the  Chicago  Tribune. 

“Under  the  Italian  state  monopoly  of 
the  importation  of  foreign  moving  pictures, 
it  is  expected  that  Italy  will  be  closed  to 
Hollywood.  The  American  pictures  are 
well  liked  by  the  Italians,  but  the  Fascists 
must  reduce  importations  of  all  kinds  to 
meet  their  exchange  difficulties.  Conse- 
quently they  will  try  for  moving  picture 
self-sufficiency  with  the  products  of  their 
own  studios.  The  people  won’t  get  as  good 
entertainment.  Hollywood  opulence  cannot 
be  even  imitated  by  foreign  producers  be- 
cause they  haven’t  got  the  money.  Part 
of  the  life  of  illusion  which  the  moving 
picture  creates  relies  upon  the  magnifi- 
cence of  decor,  even  when  it  is  the  mag- 
nificence of  vulgarity.  Hollywood’s  mil- 
lions have  created  another  world  for  the 
peoples  of  many  lands. 

“If  American  pictures  cannot  be  shown 
in  Italy,  Hollywood  would  be  able,  or 
should  be,  to  give  a little  spice  of  variety 
occasionally  in  the  cast  of  characters.  At 
present  there  is  only  one  type  of  bad 
man,  of  really  bad  man,  which  can  be 
used.  The  character  you  do  not  like  must 
be  an  American.  If  he  or  she  is  of  any 
other  nationality  there  are  boxoffice  trou- 
bles in  the  foreign  market.  This  formula 
is  imposed  on  Hollywood,  not  only  by  its 
own  self-interest,  but  by  the  specific  ob- 
jections of  foreign  governments.  Censor- 
ship will  stop  an  American  film  if  turpi- 
tude in  the  picture  is  personified  by  a 
national  of  another  country.  Such  drama- 
tization is  regarded  as  a criticism  of  na- 
tional traits. 

“Americans  do  not  object  to  furnishing 
the  villains  and  consequently  it  is  Ameri- 
can life  which  goes  abroad  in  the  horrid 
parts.  The  English  might  not  object  so 
much  to  an  occasional  bad  man  of  the 
bulldog  breed  so  far  as  exhibition  at  home 
is  concerned,  but  it  is  supposed  not  to 
do  the  empire  any  good  to  have  East 
Indian  masses  see  the  ruling  classes  in  an 
unpleasant  light.  There  are,  of  course,  no 
bad  Germans  and  could  not  be  any  bad 
Italians.  The  French  ought  to  be  open 
minded  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  better  if 
the  character  is  an  American  because 
France,  also,  has  an  empire  and  the 
aborigine  ought  not  to  see  the  overlord 
up  to  tricks  that  do  him  no  credit. 

“There  may  be  a kick-back  in  this  phony 
representation  of  life  because  gradually 
the  subject  people  might  get  the  erroneous 
idea  the  only  really  tough  country  in  the 
world,  and  in  a world  which  is  certainly 
trying  to  be  tough,  was  the  United  States. 
Our  acceptance  of  the  picture  monopoly 
of  bad  hombres  might  lead  to  the  idea  that 
Americans  are  the  roughest  customers  in 
the  world  and  you’d  better  look  out  for 
them.  Says  who?” 


"Winds"  Stronger  as 
It  Goes  Along 

Chicago — Walter  Wanger's  "Trade 
Winds,"  in  its  third  week  at  the  Roose- 
velt Theatre  here,  played  to  bigger 
audiences  its  second  week  than  in  its 
first.  The  picture  is  expected  to  run 
up  a three-week  take  ol  $45,000. 

Local  Newsreel  and 
"World  Premiere" 

Indianapolis — A world  premiere  with  all 
the  trimmings  was  offered  patrons  of  C.  E. 
Rogers’  Crump  Theatre,  Columbus,  Ind., 
with  the  showing  of  M-G-M’s  “Stand  Up 
and  Fight,”  and  the  town’s  first  all-talk- 
ing local  newsreel. 

Rogers  arranged  details  of  the  local 
newsreel,  shot  in  16mm,  and  showing  vari- 
ous local  events.  Among  the  events  shown 
in  the  reel  were  the  bringing  of  the  first 
print  of  “Stand  Up  and  Fight”  by  air 
from  Hollywood  to  the  Indianapolis  air- 
port; and  the  pictorial  recording  of  the 
signing  of  a 1938-39  picture  deal  between 
Rogers  and  M-G-M’s  local  branch  mana- 
gre,  Wade  W.  Willman. 

Other  details  of  the  campaign,  which 
were  handled  by  M-G-M’s  press  repre- 
sentative, Harold  M.  Marshall  of  the  local 
exchange,  included:  a typical  world  pre- 
miere showing  of  the  newsreel  and  the 
feature  at  a midnight  show,  including 
holiday  kleig  lights,  bands  of  cowboys  and 
Indians  on  horseback,  the  local  American 
Legion  and  high  school  bands  present  to- 
gether with  civic  and  political  leaders; 
special  newspaper  double-truck  cooperative 
ad  from  Columbus  merchants,  front  page 
stories,  editorials,  window  displays,  de- 
partment store  tieups,  use  of  plenty  of 
24-sheets,  1 -sheets,  3-sheets,  bannered 
trucks,  etc. 


Former  St.  Louis  Girl 
Signs  Pact  at  Metro 

Hollywood  — Mary  Beth  Hughes,  19, 
formei'ly  of  St.  Louis,  has  signed  a film 
contract  with  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 

Miss  Hughes  was  seen  by  Billy  Grady, 
talent  scout,  and  a test  was  arranged. 

A graduate  of  Ursuline  Academy,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  a convent  at  Kirkwood,  Mo., 
and  Holy  Cross  College,  Miss  Hughes  was 
the  protege  of  Clifford  Brooks,  director  of 
the  National  Theatre  in  Washington,  who 
saw  her  in  several  college  productions.  She 
starred  in  1932  in  his  production  of  “Alice 
in  Wonderland.” 

Her  maternal  grandmother.  Flora  Fos- 
dick,  now  78,  was  formerly  a star  with  the 
St.  Louis  Grand  Opera  Co. 


WB  Termer  to  Page 

Hollywood — Gale  Page,  who  won  praise 
for  her  performance  in  “Four  Daughters,” 
has  been  given  a long-term  pact  at  WB. 


Planning  Deluxer 
For  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  head  of 
the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests  in  St. 
Louis,  has  announced  that  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.,  one  of  the  F&M  affiliates, 
contemplates  the  erection  of  a $175,000 
motion  picture  theatre  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Florissant  Cinema  Garden.  The 
new  house  will  have  a seating  capacity 
of  from  1,500  to  2,500  persons. 

Complete  details  for  the  new  house  have 
not  been  announced.  Its  maturity  will 
depend  somewhat  on  general  business  con- 
ditions. It  is  one  of  a group  of  houses 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  considers 
building. 

In  the  meantime,  a contract  has  been 
awarded  to  Sol  Abrahams  & Son  Construc- 
tion Co.  for  alterations  and  improvements 
to  the  Union  Theatre,  1510  North  Union 
Blvd.,  another  unit  in  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  fleet.  It  has  been  dark 
for  several  months. 


No  Trade  Comment  by 
Three  Metro  Heads 

Chicago  — Nicholas  Schenck,  Howard 
Dietz  and  William  F.  Rodgers,  here  brief- 
ly last  week  en  route  to  New  York  follow- 
ing conferences  on  the  coast,  had  no  com- 
ments for  trade  press  reporters.  Schenck 
said  that  after  a short  stay  in  New  York, 
he  would  go  to  his  Florida  home  for  a 
rest. 

Robert  Taylor  was  another  visitor  over 
the  weekend  on  the  way  to  New  York  for 
a holiday.  He  apparently  enjoyed  his 
press  reception  in  the  trainshed  of  the 
union  station,  then  hosted  reporters  and 
photographers  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel. 

Accompanying  Taylor  were  Buck  Mack, 
onetime  vaudevillean  and  a close  friend, 
and  Larry  Barbier  of  Metro’s  publicity 
department. 


Universal  Bowlers  Mull 
Chance  to  Make  Gain 

Chicago — Though  Universal  had  a chance 
to  gain  in  the  Film  Bowling  League,  the 
team  lost  three  straight  to  Essaness  last 
week.  The  boys  blamed  it  on  A1  Schus- 
ter’s absence.  Republic  continued  its  win- 
ning ways,  taking  a pair  from  Film  Car- 
riers. 

Photoplay  took  two  out  of  three  from 
Paramount,  while  20th  Century-Fox  won 
a pair  from  National  Screen. 

Max  Dreifuss,  of  Republic  leads  the 
scoring  parade  with  an  average  of  178, 
after  bowling  the  high  game  of  the  year 
with  246. 

'The  standings: 

Won  I/Ost 


Republic  34  11 

Universal  26  19 

Paramount  25  20 

Film  Carriers  24  21 

Essaness  23  22 

Photoplay  19  26 

National  Screen  17  28 

20tli  Centur.v-Fox  12  33 
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Elman  Celebrating 
30th  Trade  Year 


Chicago — Henri  Elman,  head  of  Capitol- 
Monogram  Pictures,  is  celebrating  his  30th 
anniversary  in  the  show  business,  from 
February  1 to  April  1,  with  a special  drive 
for  film  dates. 

A committee  of  exhibitors  is  heading 
the  anniversary  committee.  Included  in 
the  group  are  Van  Nomikos,  James  Booth, 
Charlie  Cooper,  Johnny  Dorer,  John  Dro- 
mey.  Max  Pacter,  Harry  Goldman,  Julius 
Goodman,  Art  Gould,  Tippy  Harrison,  Wal- 
ter Immerman,  John  J.  Jones,  Joe  Kauf- 
man, Jack  Kirsch,  Eddie  Mager,  Frank 
Omick,  Jack  Rose,  J.  J.  Rubens,  Arthur 
Schoenstadt,  A.  G.  Spencer,  Sam  Tish- 
man,  George  Topper,  Joe  Weiss  and  V.  U. 
Young  of  Gary. 


Near-Marathon  Program 
At  Chicago  Theatre 

Chicago — The  Windy  City,  home  of  the 
triple  features  and  programs-for-as-long- 
as-you-can-sit,  is  not  to  be  outdone — if 
that’s  the  word  you  want — by  a couple 
eastern  houses  who  run  five-hour  Satur- 
day afternoon  shows. 

George  Gehring,  operator  of  the  Rose- 
wood Theatre  here,  has  long  since  double 
features  began  in  Chicago  offered  three, 
and  even  sometimes  four  features.  How- 
ever, of  late  Gehring  has  been  adding 
many  shorts  to  his  steady  EVERY-DAY 
PROGRAM  of  three  features,  and  we  be- 
lieve underestimates  the  length  of  the 
show  when  he  advertises  “4i/^  hours  of 
excellent  entertainment.” 

A typical  show  listed: 

Ruth  Chatterton  and  Anton  Walbrook 
in  “The  Rat,”  feature. 

Charles  Farrell  in  “Plight  to  Fame,” 
feature. 

“The  Jitters,”  Leon  Errol  comedy. 

“Mechanix  Illustrated,”  Color  Parade 
novelty. 

“Pathe  Review,”  novelty. 

“Strange  As  It  Seems,”  John  Hix 
featurette. 

“Windward  Way,”  pictorial  short. 

“The  Hermit  Kingdom,”  Colortour  Ad- 
venture series  short. 

“Hollywood  Picnic,”  cartoon. 

And,  all  of  that,  for  15  cents  to  6:30 
p.  m.;  and  25  cents,  evenings. 


Read  the 
Clearing  House 
for 

Equipment 

Bargains 
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pETS  are  becoming  the  hobby  along  Film- 

row.  First  it  was  Phyllis  Smetana’s  cat. 
Tommy,  at  A.  B.  C.  Printers:  then  Trailer- 
Made  girls  adopted  one;  and  now  comes 
Bea  Blumenthal  at  Ad-Art.  And  wow, 
what  a name:  Tiger!  ! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Coston  have  an- 
nomiced  the  engagement  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Audrey  Louise  Coston,  to  Chris  Pas- 
chen  jr.,  son  of  the  Chicago  contractor. 
James  Coston  is  Warner  Theatre’s  zone 
manager,  Jimmy  Coston. 

Overheard  in  Al’s  Filmrow  spot:  “Give 
me  a cornbeef  sandwich.”  “What  kind  of 
bread?”  “No  bread,  at  all.”  Well,  at  the 
time  it  sounded  funny  . . . Our  apologies 
to  Frank  Williams  for  getting  his  post  at 
Warner  Theatres  wrong  the  other  week. 
Frank  is  film  booker  and  not  maintenance 
manager. 

Universal  airmailed  a print  of  “The  Son 
of  Frankenstein,”  from  the  coast,  in  order 
to  get  it  here  in  time  for  the  opening  Fri- 
day at  the  Palace  . . . And  by  the  way. 
Branch  Manager  Mannie  Gottlieb  reports 
that  bookings  are  picking  up  heavily  on 
U’s  “Mars  Attacks  the  World,”  and  that 
biz  is  excellent  with  it. 

A1  Kvale,  who  started  his  rise  to  fame 
some  years  ago  with  B&K  and  then  dropped 
almost  to  the  bottom,  is  on  the  upward 
trend  again.  And  again  it’s  for  B&K,  this 
time,  heading  the  orchestra  at  the  State- 
Lake  . . . Herb  Elisburg  held  over  “Wajan,” 


and  “High  School  Girl,”  for  a second  week 
at  the  Woods  Theatre. 

Lillian  Roth,  while  here  for  her  State- 
Lake  vaude  appearance,  announced  that 
she  would  divorce  her  husband.  Judge  Ben 
Shalleck  of  the  New  York  municipal  court 
. . . Constance  Talmadge  Netcher,  star 
of  the  silent  screen  days,  was  divorced  here 
from  wealthy  Townsend  Netcher. 

Beth  Morganstern  at  Allied  called  a 
meeting  this  week  of  all  Jewish  girls 
working  on  the  Row  to  enlist  their  aid  in 
the  industry’s  drive  for  its  $100,000  share 
of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Fund  campaign  for 
$2,000,000. 

A7id  now  it’s  ladies’  aprons  for  pre- 
miums, says  Harry  Phillips,  who  has  open- 
ed his  own  premium  office. 

A1  Kopulos,  manager  of  the  Warner 
Appleton  Theatre,  in  Appleton,  Wis.,  was 
married  here  last  Sunday. 

Bonnie  and  Gloria  Hunt,  daughters  of 
Jack  Hunt,  manager  of  the  Oriental  The- 
atre, were  members  of  the  troupe  that 
appeared  here  with  the  Shrine  Indoor 
Circus. 

Tony  Steuber  has  been  moved  to  the 
Essaness  Sheridan,  exchanging  places  with 
Walter  Johnson,  who  comes  to  the  Woods 
as  assistant  to  Herb  Elisburg. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  “Jesse  James” 
will  ope7i  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  Jan.  27. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

-n  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

CHICAGO 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
lohnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  V/EB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


POSTER  EXCHANGES 


THEATRE  MANAGERS 

Save  Time  and  Money.  Use  our  lobby 
Advertising  rental  plan.  All  posters 
from  one  source — 50%  saving — one 
weekly  invoice.  NO  CONTRACTS. 

All  posters,  complete  silk  screen  processed 
banners  and  Hollywood  transparencies. 

Majority  of  our  accounts  with  us  at 
least  10  years.  Record  speaks  for  itself. 

PHOTOPLAY  ADVERTISING  COMPANY 

1243  S.  Wabash  Ave.  331 1-A  Olive  St. 

Chicago  St.  Louis 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 
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JJUGENE  ARNSTEIN,  manager  of  War- 
ner-Saxe’s  Garfield  Theatre  here,  saved 
about  $2,000  in  receipts  when  he  had  the 
foresight  to  leave  them  at  the  fifth  pre- 
cinct police  station  for  safekeeping  one 
night  last  week.  Burglars  knocked  off  the 
combination  of  the  house’s  safe  that  same 
night  and  escaped  with  about  $85. 

Clijton  Webb  and  Ben  Blue,  appearing 
at  E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside  Thetare  here, 
entertained  the  Eagles  Businessmen’s 
Luncheon  elub  at  a noonday  meeting. 

Squawks  were  forthcoming  when  first- 
run  circuit  houses  played  single-feature 
bills  on  New  Year’s  Eve  at  75-cent  tops. 
“Sweethearts”  and  “Young  Dr.  Kildare,” 
which  had  played  Fox’s  Wisconsin  the 
week  between  Christmas  and  New  Year’s 
at  50-cent  top,  was  continued  into  the 
circuit’s  Strand,  but  only  “Sweethearts” 
was  run  Sylvester  Eve.  New  programs  and 
the  75-cent  admission  prices  became  ef- 
fective at  5 p.  m. 

‘‘Inside  Nazi  Germany,”  with  Julien 
Bryan  as  lecturer,  ivas  shown  before  a 
large  crowd  at  the  Auditorium  here  Janu- 
ary 8.  The  film  had  only  one  performance. 

Tlieatres  in  Sheboygan  and  Beloit  pre- 
sented ducats  to  the  parents  of  the  cities’ 
first  babies  of  1939.  In  the  former  city, 
Warner’s  Sheboygan,  Rex  and  Majestic 
presented  12  complimentary  tickets,  while 
in  Beloit,  the  Rex,  State  and  Majestic 
gave  away  a month’s  pass  good  at  any  of 
the  houses. 

Russell  Pettingill  has  inaugurated  a Sat- 
urday evening  amateur  hour  at  his  Su- 
perior Theatre  ivith  three  cash  prizes  each 
week  . . . The  old  Gem  Theatre  at  Amery 
ivas  damaged  by  fire  last  week.  The  house 
has  been  used  for  dancing  since  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  Amery  Theatre. 

George  Schroeder,  80-year-old  Appleton 
resident,  viewed  his  first  film  last  week 
at  the  Elite  in  that  city.  He  “enjoyed” 
“Four  Daughters.” 

‘‘Professor  Mamlock”  is  being  held  a 
second  week  at  Howard  Ranson  s Little 
Theatre  here. 

Ten  jitterbug  champions  from  Kenosha 
competed  with  Green  Bay  and  Marinette 
dancers  on  the  stage  of  the  Bay  Theatre 
in  Green  Bay,  January  7. 


Acclaim  for  Two 
Timely  Shorts 

St.  Louis — ^Two  short  subjects,  March 
of  Time's  "The  Refugee— Today  and 
Tomorrow,”  and  Warner's  depiction, 
"The  Declaration  of  Independence," 
were  advertised  over  the  feature  pro- 
gram by  F&M  Fox  Theatre  here  and 
were  received  with  unprecedented 
acclaim  by  St.  Louisans.  The  program 
will  be  moved  intact  for  extended  en- 
gagement at  the  St.  Louis  Theatre. 


Chicago  February  Releases 


WEEK  OF  FEBRUARY  5 

3809 — Illegal  Traffic — J.  C.  Naish,  M.  Carlisle,  R.  Preston 68-Para 

908 — The  Great  Waltz — L.  Rainer,  F.  Gravel,  M.  Korjus,  H.  Herbert 104-M-G-M 

915 —  Just  Around  the  Corner — S.  Temple,  C.  C.  Farrell,  J.  Davis,  B.  Lahr 71-Fox 

310 — Hard  to  Get — D.  Powell,  O.  DeHavilland,  A.  Jenkins,  C.  Winninger 79-WB 

9015 — Smashing  the  Spy  Ring — R.  Bellamy,  F.  Wray,  R.  Toomey  62-CoI 

9202 — Rio  Grande — Charles  Starrett,  A,  Doran  59-Col 

3026 — Swing  That  Cheer — T.  Brown,  A.  Devine,  R.  Wilcox,  C.  Moore,  S.  Hinds 63-Univ 

3052 — Guilty  Trails — Bob  Baker,  M.  Reynolds  Univ 

981 — Lawless  Valley — George  O'Brien,  K,  Sutton  59-RKO 

— Follow  the  Fleet — F.  Astaire,  G.  Rogers,  R.  Scott  (Reissue) 109-RKO 

862 — Overland  Stage  Raiders — Three  Mesquiteers  57-Rep 

— I Am  a Criminal — John  Carroll,  K.  Linaker,  M.  Common 63-Mono 

— Hoosier  Schoolboy — Mickey  Rooney  (Reissue)  62-Mono 

— Abraham  Lincoln — Walter  Huston,  Una  Merkel  (Reissue)  95-Jud 

— Convicts  at  Large — R.  Forbes,  P.  Kelly,  P.  Stone 62-Sack 

WEEK  OF  FEBRUARY  12 

3811 —  Thanks  for  the  Memory — B.  Hope,  S.  Ross,  C.  Eutterworth,  H.  Hopper 78-Para 

916 —  Sharpshooters — B.  Donlevy,  G.  Stuart,  M.  Whalen,  L.  Bari  62-Fox 

351 — Angels  With  Dirty  Faces — J.  Cagney,  P.  O'Brien,  Dead  End  Kids  97-FN 

9011 — Blondie — P.  Singleton,  A.  Lake,  L.  Simms,,  D.  Mummert,  G.  Lockhart 69-Col 

— Newsboys  Home — J.  Cooper,  W.  Barrie,  E.  Lowe,  Little  Tough  Guys 75-Univ 

905 —  A Man  to  Remember — E.  Ellis,,  A.  Shirley,  L.  Bowman,  W.  Henry,  J.  Wray 79-RKO 

— Fighting  Thoroughbreds — Ralph  Byrd,  M.  Carlisle  64-Rep 

— Wild  Horse  Canyon — Jack  Randall  60-Mono 

— Fraternity  Girls — M.  Carlisle,  E.  Grable,  T.  Fio  Rita  & Orch.  (Reissue) 70-Mono 

— High  School  Girls — Cecilia  Parker  (Reissue)  60-Mono 

— Le  Gong,  Dance  of  the  Virgins  Mono 

- , — Rebellious  Daughters — M.  Reynolds,  V.  Hillie  60-Jud 

WEEK  OF  FEBRUARY  19 

3812 —  Arrest  of  Bulldog  Drummond — J.  Howard,  H.  Angel,  H.  B.  Warner 68-Para 

906 —  Stablemates — M,  Rooney,  W.  Beery,  A.  Hohl,  M.  Hamilton  90-M-G-M 

918 — Road  Demon — H.  Arthur,  J.  Valerie,  H.  Armetta,  T.  Beck 70-Fox 

370 — Comet  Over  Broadway — K.  Francis,  I.  Hunter,  J.  Litel,  D.  Crisp ...70-FN 

— The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady — G.  Cooper,  M.  Oberon,  P.  Kelly  92-UA 

9035 — Homicide  Bureau — Bruce  Cabot,  Rita  Hayworth  59-Col 

3016 — The  Storm — C.  Bickford,  T.  Brown,  P.  Fos,ter,  B.  MacLane,  A.  Devine 78-Univ 

903 — Fugitives  for  a Night — F.  Albertson,  E.  Lynn,  A.  Ames,  B.  Paige  63-RKO 

852 — Shine  On  Harvest  Moon — Roy  Rogers,  M.  Hart,  Lulu  Bell  & Scotty 59-Rep 

— Convicts'  Code — Anne  Nagel,  R.  Kent,  S.  Blackmer  68-Mono 

— Gallant  Fool — Bob  Steele  67-Mono 

— The  Gang — R.  Reader,  G.  Malo,  D.  Thomas  . ..  64-Sack 

WEEK  OF  FEBRUARY  26 

3815 — Ride  a Crooked  Mile — F.  Farmer,  L.  Erikson,  A.  Tamiroff,  L.  Overman 78-Para 

907 —  Young  Dr.  Kildare — L.  Ayres,  L.  Barrymore,  L.  Carver,  N.  Pendleton 83-M-G-M 

914 — Flirting  With  Fate — J.  E.  Brown,  L.  Carrillo,  B.  Roberts,  W.  Gibson  70-M-G-M 

917 —  A Christmas  Carol — R.  Owen,  G.  Lockhart,  T,  Kilburn,  B.  Mackay 72-M-G-M 

920 — Down  on  the  Farm — J.  Prouty,  S.  Deane,  S.  Byington,  L.  Fazenda Fox 

114 — Slim — P.  O'Brien,  H.  Fonda,  S.  Erwin,  M.  Lindsay  (Reissue)  86-WB 

. — The  Young  in  Heart — D.  Fairbanks  jr.,  J.  Gaynor,  Roland  Young  92-UA 

8286 — California  Frontier — Buck  Jones  (Old)  53-Col 

3028 — Last  Express — K.  Taylor,  D.  Kent,  A.  Richards,  P.  Hurst  63-Univ 

908 —  Annabel  Takes  a Tour — J.  Oakie,  L.  Ball,  R.  Donnelly 67-RKO 

— Mysterious  Miss  X — M.  Whalen,  M.  Todd,  R.  Toomey 64-Rep 

— Secrets  of  Stamboul — Valerie  Hobson  70-Mono 

— Sundown  on  the  Prairie — Tex  Ritter  Western  56-Mono 

— The  Sin  of  Lena  Rivers — C.  Henry,  B.  Mercer,  J.  Kirkwood  65-Sack 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files.  Jan.  12,  19291 
JJENRI  ELMAN  has  succeeded  H.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, resigned,  as  western  division 
sales  manager  for  Tiffany-Stahl  . . . Jack 
Knight,  for  several  years  supervisor  of 
service  for  B&K,  has  resigned  . . . Frank 
Conway,  the  former  generalissimo  of  the 
cigar  stand  in  Chicago’s  Universal  lobby,  is 
now  Louis  Brecka’s  partner  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Lyric,  Standard  and  Homan 
theatres. 

Harry  D.  Graham,  Bathe  branch  man- 
ager, was  elected  president  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Film  Board  of  Trade,  succeeding 
George  T.  Landis  , . . O.  J.  Chandler,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Wood,  Kokomo,  has 
resigned,  Frank  Carter  succeeding  . . , H, 
A.  Giles  has  sold  his  Royal  and  Pastime 
theatres  at  Garrett,  Ind. 

The  Missouri  Theatre,  Columbia,  Mo., 
recently  was  robbed  of  $100  . . . An  $18,000 
fire  destroyed  the  Strand,  Equality,  111. 


AD  SALES  manager  for  six  months,  Dale 
Larson  has  been  made  a booker  at  the 
local  Paramount  exchange.  Chick  Schues- 
ler  succeeds  Larson  . . . A.  H.  Safarty,  Uni- 
versal salesman  injured  in  an  automobile 
accident,  is  responding  to  treatment  nicely. 

Loeiv’s  Theatre  here  broke  a li-year-old 
record  luhen  11,700  cash  customers  saw 
Metro’s  ‘‘ Sioeethearts”  on  New  Year’s  Day 
. . . Jimmy  Harris,  Loew’s  press  agent, 
piloting  his  oivn  plane,  took  in  the  foot- 
ball game  at  New  Orleans  . . . The  Ful- 
ton, Fulton,  Mo.,  is  out  $400,  swiped  by 
bandits  who  busted  open  the  theatre  safe. 

The  Kingsland  Theatre  here  this  week 
opened  a one-month  celebration  of  its 
sixth  anniversary  as  a cog  in  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  William  E.  Reid  is  man- 
ager . . . Herbert  P.  Stellwagen,  principal 
of  Soldan  High  School  here,  called  off  the 
exhibition  of  “La  Kermesse  Heroique” 
when  the  picture  failed  to  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Legion  of  Decency. 
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The  Gendarmes  Came 


Chicago — Continued  to  January  20  in 
safety  court  is  the  case  of  Edward  Bril- 
lon,  31,  Chicagoan,  on  a charge  of  reck- 
less driving. 

However,  Brillon  came  near  not  being 
alive  when  police  arrived  to  arrest  him 
on  the  charge  in  front  of  the  Warner 
Ogden  Theatre  on  the  south  side.  Brillon 
lost  control  of  his  car  after  he  had  struck 
two  other  automobiles  at  63rd  and  Marsh- 
field Aves.  Careening  along,  the  car 
jumped  the  curb  in  front  of  the  theatre 
and  stopped  at  the  entrance  under  the 
marquee  as  patrons,  just  leaving  the  house, 
dodged  frantically  out  of  the  way. 

As  Brillon  climbed  from  his  battered 
car,  some  one  shouted:  “Get  that  man. 
He  nearly  killed  us.”  Dodging  fists,  he 
hastily  got  back  into  his  car,  locked  the 
doors,  and  waited  for  the  blue-coats  to 
arrive  to  rescue  him  from  the  angry  mob. 


JJOWARD  MOORE  has  been  promoted 
from  doorman  to  assistant  manager  of 
the  Roxy  Theatre  operated  by  the  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.  and  of  which  Max 
Tschauder  is  manager.  He  succeeds  John 
Steen. 

Frisina  Theatre  managers  from  three 
states  gathered  in  Springfield  at  the  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  Hotel  for  their  annual 
Christmas  party.  Over  fifty  were  in  at- 
tendance . . . The  Strand  and  Fox-Lincoln 
Theatres  held  their  annual  canned  goods 
morning  show  for  children  in  conjunction 
with  the  American  Legion.  The  local  lAT- 
SE  furnished  the  projectionists,  and  the 
theatre  employes  donated  their  services. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  announced  that  his  thirty-four 
employes  would  benefit  from  the  group 
insurance  extended  to  all  employes  of 
Balaban  & Katz  and  Publix  Great  States 
Theatres,  Inc.,  and  subsidiaries.  The  in- 
surance includes  life,  health,  accident  and 
hospitalization,  and  is  with  the  Equitable 
Life  Assurance  society  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Illinois  State  Journal  is  sponsoring 
a contest  for  its  readers  for  selection  of 
the  ten  best  motion  pictures  of  1938.  Those 
coming  nearest  to  the  official  “ten  best” 
will  be  declared  winners. 

Charles  Brown  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
is  the  father  of  a new  baby  girl  . . . Miss 
Lucille  Lynn  and  Edward  Walker,  man- 
ager of  the  Havana-Lawford  Theatre,  both 
of  Havana,  were  married  January  10  at 
the  First  Christian  Church,  Havana. 

Murals  painted  by  Miss  Lee  Mock, 
Bradley  College  student  artist,  will  be  hung 
in  the  lobby  of  the  New  Varsity  Theatre 
under  construction  in  Peoria  by  George 
Kerasotes  of  Springfield. 

Miss  Mignon  Cook,  cashier  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  is  entered  in  a popularity  con- 
test sponsored  by  a local  theatre  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Berman  will  be  guests  of 
Father  Flanagan  at  the  Covenant  Club  in 
Chicago,  January  16.  Berman  is  manager 
of  the  Orpheum  Theatre. 


Blind  Checking 
Draws  Rebuke 


Milwaukee — Directors  of  the  ITPA  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  Inc.,  at 
their  first  meeting  of  the  new  year,  went 
on  record  condemning  blind  checking  by 
exchanges,  contending  the  practice  has  no 
place  in  the  industry. 

The  group  also  voted  to  postpone  dates 
for  its  annual  convention,  scheduled  for 
January  24  and  25,  to  some  later  date 
to  permit  Wisconsin  independents  to  meet 
for  the  pm-pose  of  ratifying  or  rejecting 
a trade  pact  for  the  industry. 

A resolution  of  condolence  upon  the 
death  of  Tliomas  E.  Saxe  was  also  passed 
by  the  directors. 

Many  Trade  Bills  Await 
New  England  Action 

Boston  — As  legislatui'es  in  the  New 
England  states  convened  generally,  a large 
number  of  bills,  potentially  affecting  the 
motion  picture  industry,  awaited  action. 

Of  particular  interest  in  Massachusetts, 
where  40  legislative  petitions  were  filed 
before  the  151st  legislature  sat  on  Tues- 
day, was  a proposed  sales  tax  by  which 
a levy  on  all  theatre  tickets  would  be  made. 
Other  tax  bills  threatened,  inasmuch  as 
the  biggest  budget  in  Bay  State  history  is 
looming.  Labor  bills  were  also  prepon- 
derant. 

Repeal  of  an  antiquated  statute  pro- 
hibiting Sunday  motion  pictures  will  be 
heard  in  Vermont.  Proposed  creation  of  a 
state  labor  department  and  other  related 
measures  also  interest  film  men. 

The  fate  of  pari-mutuel  betting  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  New  England’s  initial 
race  track  is  situated,  concerns  theatre- 
men  there.  The  racing  question  is  also 
prevalent  in  Connecticut.  Maine  exhibi- 
tors are  not  excluded  in  the  number  of 
motion  picture  men  bearing  increased 
taxation. 


Walsh  to  “Finn"  Cast 

Hollywood  — Johnny  Walsh  has  been 
added  to  the  cast  of  “Huckleberry  Finn” 
at  Metro. 


Marie  Wilson  on  Loanout 

Hollywood — Marie  Wilson  is  on  a loan- 
out from  Warner  Bros,  for  a role  in  20th- 
Fox’s  “Rose  of  Washington  Square.” 


A Skeleton  Crew  for 
Scare  Films 

Chicago — One  of  the  circuits  was  hav- 
ing a meeting  of  managers  when  a 
district  manager,  speaking  of  running 
horror  pictures,  and  economizing  on  his 
staff,  remarked: 

"We  ran  two  horror  pictures  and 
used  a skeleton  crew  at  the  same 
time." 


Minnie  as  Scarlett? 


Chicago — From  the  sublime  to  the  ridicu- 
lous were  answers  of  vaude  stars  appearing 
at  the  B&K  State-Lake  to  a query  of  the 
Chicago  Times  roving  reporter  on  “Who 
do  you  thing  should  play  Scarlett  O’Hara?” 

Said  A1  Kvale,  orchestra  leader:  “I  go 
for  Hedy  Lamarr  on  the  screen — and  off. 
Let  her  play  Scarlett  and  she’d  lift  the 
flicker  from  its  doldrums.  With  her  looks 
and  talent  crowded  into  seven  reels  the 
‘SRO’  sign  would  be  a permanent  fix- 
ture on  the  local  movie  palaces  and  double 
features  would  be  a double  showing  of  the 
same  pictm’e.” 

Quipped  Jane  Quinn:  “Minnie  Mouse 
gets  my  vote.  Walt  Disney  could  make  a 
much  more  super  colossal,  gigantic  film 
than  any  other  Hollywood  luminary  any- 
how . . . Minnie  as  Scarlett  . . . and  Don- 
ald Duck  as  Rhett  Butler  . . .” 

Comedian  Johnny  Bm-ke  said  that  the 
whole  idea  “is  as  overworked  as  that  hoary 
gag,  ‘Who  vas  dat  lady  I seen  ya  wid 
las’  night?’” 


JULES  LAPIDUS,  district  manager  for 

Grand  National,  spent  several  days 
here,  visiting  circuit  buyers  with  Hadley 
Hull,  local  branch  manager  . . . Ralph 
Abbott,  special  representative  for  Jam 
Handy  Pictures  Service  of  Detroit,  was  a 
caller  at  the  Big  Feature  Rights  exchange. 

The  Kentucky  Theatre,  Cadiz,  Ky.,  for- 
jnerly  oivned  by  the  local  post  of  the 
American  Legion,  has  been  acquired  by  A. 
Anderson. 

Charles  Krebs,  assistant  to  Fred  Dolle 
of  the  Fourth  Avenue  Amusement  Co., 
Louisville,  has  returned  from  a cruise  in 
the  southern  hemisphere. 

“Kentucky,"  20th  Century-Fox  produc- 
tion, is  being  held  at  the  Circle  Theatre 
for  a third  week. 

The  mother  of  Guy  Hancock,  RKO 
salesman,  is  confined  to  St.  Vincent’s  Hos- 
pital in  a serious  condition.  She  had 
three  blood  transfusions  last  week. 

Burglars  entered  the  apartment  of  Mrs. 
John  Wodell,  secretary  to  Hadley  Hull  at 
Grand  National,  taking  clothing  and  valu- 
ables amounting  to  more  than  $300. 

Ray  Kilburn,  manager  of  the  Ritz,  will 
also  helm  the  Uptown  Theatre  here. 

Visitor  along  Filmrow  was  R.  F.  Scherer, 
Clinton. 

New  Hampshire  Scores 
In  Court  Hearings 

Boston — New  Hampshire  was  the  only 
state  last  year  in  which  federal  courts 
heard  all  the  cases  before  them. 

Local  defendants  and  plaintiffs  in  nu- 
merous motion  picture  cases  in  the  fed- 
eral courts  heard  with  interest  the  com- 
ment of  Attorney  General  Cummings: 

“The  life  of  an  ordinary  piece  of  liti- 
gation, not  complicated  by  imusual  fea- 
tures, should  be  measured  in  months,  not 
years.” 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs.  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxofflce 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT482  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants  — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT617  Air  filters  MT552 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity  MT553 

MT519  Cooling  coils  MT654 

MT555 

MT556 

MT557 

MT558 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING  MT559 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MTo23  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MT528  Furniture,  iounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 
MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 
MT531  Brass  railings 
MT532  Rope  railings 
MT533  Metal,  ornamental 
MT534  Mirrors 
MT535  Luminous  colors 
MT536  Ticket  booths 
MT537  Directional  signs 
MT538  Exit  boxes 
MT539  Curtain  controls 
MTS 40  Curtain  tracks 
MTS  41  Curtains,  fireproof 
MT542  Fountains,  drinking 
MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 
MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 
MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT560 

MT561 

MT562 

MT563 

MT564 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MT574 
MT575 
MT576 
MT577 
MT5  78 
MT579 
MT580 
MT581 
MT582 
MTS  8 3 
MT584 
MT585 
MT586 
MT587 
MT588 
MT5S9 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT(i45  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT65i  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTG53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTG62  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT6f>6  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  hern 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  1-14-39 

Please  obtain  lor  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks:. 


Name 

Theatre 

City State 


MT591 
MT592 
MT593 
MTS  9 4 
MT595 
MT596 
MT597 
MT598 
MT599 
MT600 
MT601 


Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

Projectors,  standard 

Projectors,  semi-portable 

Projector  pedestals 

Projector  parts 

Lamps,  suprex  type 

Lamps,  reflector  arc 

Lamps,  high  intensity 

Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

Arc  regulators 

Arc  controls 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


MT602  Control  panels 
MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 
MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 
MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 
MT606  Rheostats,  projection 
MT607  Motor-generators 
MT608  Lenses,  projection 
MT609  Lenses,  condenser 
MT610  Current  changers 
MT611  Mirror  reflectors 
MT612  Carbons,  projector 
MT613  Carbon  savers 
MT614  Reels 
MT615  Reel  alarms 
MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 
MT617  Change-over  devices 
MT618  Slide,  projection 
MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
MT620  Take-ups.  film 
MT621  Film  safety  controls 
MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 
MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 
MT624  Film  scales 
MT625  Film  scrapers 
MT626  Film  splicers 
MT627  Film  cleaners 
MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxofflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Refugee  Campaign 
Shows  Progress 


Move  Is  Launched  to  Repeal 
Minnesota  "Divorce" Law 


Minneapolis — With  full  cooperation  from 
the  newspapers,  radio  stations  and  civic 
and  business  groups,  preliminary  arrange- 
ments for  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
campaign  to  raise  a minimum  of  $25,000 
for  German  refugees  relief  have  proceeded 
splendidly,  according  to  announcement  by 
Chief  Barker  W.  A.  Steffes  who  initiated 
the  project. 

Steffes  made  his  report  at  a meeting  this 
week  at  which  he  and  other  recently  elect- 
ed officers  were  installed  and  at  which 
Abe  Kaplan  was  elected  treasurer  in  place 
of  Norwood  Hall,  who  is  ineligible  to  hold 
the  office  under  the  national  by-laws,  and 
Harry  Dryer  and  Gilbert  Nathanson  were 
added  to  the  board  of  directors. 

Formally  opening  the  campaign  to  sell  a 
minimum  of  50,000  tickets  at  50c  each — 
entitling  the  holders  to  admissions  in  that 
amount  to  any  Twin  City  theatre  on  speci- 
fied dates — with  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the 
German  refugees  fund — Governor  Harold 
B.  Stassen  will  speak  over  a state  hook- 
up of  all  radio  stations  Sunday,  January 
29.  On  Monday,  January  30,  there  will  be 
radio  announcements  every  hour  regarding 
the  drive. 

Tickets  will  go  on  sale  the  first  week 
in  February.  They  will  be  honored  at  the 
theatres  February  27  and  28  and  Novem- 
ber 1 and  2. 

It  was  announced  that  Mike  Padell,  one 
of  the  city’s  most  prominent  publicity  men, 
had  donated  his  services  to  the  campaign. 
Padell  was  voted  a life  membership  in 
the  Variety  Club. 

Steffes  said  that  ministers,  labor,  state, 
county  and  city  officials  and  women’s  and 
other  organisations  had  pledged  100  per 
cent  cooperation.  He  thanked  all  committee 
members  for  their  efforts  and  particularly 
commended  Theodore  Hays  and  W.  H. 
Workman  for  the  time  and  work  they  have 
devoted  to  the  drive. 

National  Screen  will  donate  free  trail- 
ers and  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  the 
tickets  free,  Steffes  reported. 

It  also  was  announced  that  the  club  has 
collected  $948  through  the  sale  of  pocket 
knives.  This  money  is  being  used  for  the 
purchase  of  a truck  to  bring  movies  to 
shut-ins.  This  service  already  has  been 
launched  by  the  club. 


Des  Moines  Barkers 
Host  18  Boys 

Des  Moines — Variety  Club  sponsored  a 
luncheon  at  the  Savory  Hotel  last  Satur- 
day for  members  and  18  boys  from  Arling- 
ton Hall,  a charitable  organization.  The 
club  intends  to  adopt  one  of  the  boys  per- 
manently. 

Bob  Feller  was  present  at  the  luncheon 
to  tell  the  boys  how  it  feels  to  be  a big- 
league  pitcher  and  explain  to  them  his 
fast  ball.  The  Variety  Club  had  baseballs 
on  hand  to  be  autographed  for  the  boys. 
A number  of  other  gifts  were  distributed 
among  the  guests  and  a picture  screened 
following  the  luncheon. 


Two  Hot  Ones  Hit 
Nebraska  Hopper 

Lincoln — A double-barrelled  legislative 
blast  struck  at  the  motion  picture  industry 
Wednesday  in  the  Nebraska  legislature 
when  Senator  E.  M.  Nenbauer,  of  Orleans, 
slapped  theatre  divorcement  and  regulation 
measures  into  the  hopper  as  the  20th 
and  21st  bills  to  appear  in  the  1939  meet- 
ing. 

One  is  a revenue  measure  which  would 
place  the  control  of  distributor  licensing 
in  the  hands  of  the  state  railway  commis- 
sion, the  charge  being  $1,000  per  exchange 
per  year  to  do  business,  and  an  additional 
dig  of  $1  per  reel  for  each  reel  sold. 

The  commission  also  would  have  sole 
say-so  on  which  distributors  would  be  al- 
lowed permits  and  whose  permits>  might  be 
revoked,  if  not  doing  business  in  manner 
satisfactory  to  the  commission. 

The  $1  per  reel  feature  would  boost 
the  cost  of  the  exhibitor  operation  in  small 
situations  tremendously,  because  in  many 
of  the  smaller  towns  rental  for  an  entire 
dual  feature  program  doesn’t  mount  over 
$15  or  $20,  trade  observers  point  out.  If 
the  reelage  is  around  15  or  17,  it  would 
be  doubled,  because  the  distributors  would 
probably  pass  the  increased  cost  on. 

The  theatre  divorcement  measure  has 
been  threatening  since  early  in  the  year, 
and  it  goes  in,  not  as  a surprise,  but  a 
menace  to  the  industry  as  viewed  by  the 
chains,  and  a boon  as  looked  upon  by  some 
of  the  independents.  Its  possibilities  are 
rough,  the  penalty  for  distributor  theatre 
ownership  placed  as  high  as  $10,000  per 
violation  and  carrying  an  additional  year’s 
imprisonment. 

The  regulation  bill  in  itself  would  rep- 
resent some  $15,000  in  annual  licensing 
fees  off  Omaha’s  Filmrow  alone,  not  to 
consider  how  much  the  reelage  $1  per 
would  amount  to. 

Both  bills  are  tagged  as  emergency 
measures,  which  means,  if  passed  and  sig- 
natured by  Governor  Cochran,  they’ll  be- 
come effective  immediately  before  the  ink 
is  dry. 

Liberty  and  Orpheum  to 
Relight  in  Lincoln 

Lincoln — February  seems  a cinch  to  be 
reopening  month  in  Lincoln,  at  least  two 
theatres,  the  Liberty  and  the  Orpheum, 
aiming  for  relighting  ceremonies  then. 

The  Orpheum  is  getting  fancied  up  in 
extravagant  style  and  will  probably  re- 
turn to  its  former  glory  as  one  of  the  ace 
houses  of  the  town.  In  the  past  few  years, 
it  has  been  a C-player,  vaude  and  family 
picture  spot.  Now  it  will  become  an  A- 
player. 


Fargo,  N.  D. — A move  is  being  launched 
for  the  repeal  of  the  theatre  divorcement 
law  which  compels  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  to  relinquish  its  15  theatres  in 
this  state.  Proponents  of  repeal  believe 
it  desirable  to  retain  the  company  as  a 
business  institution  in  the  state  and  con- 
tend that  the  law’s  enactment  was  un- 
justified and  will  not  improve  the  lot  of 
independent  exhibitors.  However,  the  in- 
dependents are  prepared  to  combat  the 
move  to  the  last  ditch. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  chain  is 
retaining  the  theatres  pending  a ruling 
by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  on  the  law’s 
validity.  The  measure’s  constitutionality 
was  upheld  by  a federal  tribunal  and  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  action.  Paramount,  et  al, 
are  appealing  to  the  U.  S.  supreme  court. 

A hearing  by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court, 
reviewing  the  case  and  determining  wheth- 
er the  appeal  should  be  permitted,  is 
scheduled  for  an  early  date. 

Operators,  Stagehands 
Elect  New  OHicers 

Kansas  City — New  officers  have  been 
elected  by  the  lATSE  motion  picture  oper- 
ators local  71,  and  the  lATSE  stage  hands 
local  31.  Business  agent  of  the  operators 
is  Walter  Croft,  who  replaces  Claud 
Cessna;  George  E.  Dighton,  Liberty,  pres- 
ident, re-elected;  R.  H.  Matheny,  Aladdin, 
vice-president;  Frank  Dowd,  Midland, 
financial,  recording,  and  corresponding 
secretary;  Prank  H.  Burkert,  Rockhill, 
treasurer.  Leonard  L.  Stewart,  Midland 
and  Newman  relief  man;  Cecil  M.  Sum- 
mers, Plaza,  and  S.  L.  Johnson  of  the 
Newman  make  up  the  new  executive  board 
for  the  operators,  and  David  McKinstry, 
Orpheum;  Joseph  Arnone,  Tower,  and  Ray 
W.  Stephenson,  Tivoli,  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. 

Felix  Snow,  lA  representative,  was  re- 
named business  agent  for  the  stage  hands. 
This  is  Snow’s  fourteenth  year  in  the  post. 
President  is  Cyril  Donovan,  Newman,  re- 
elected; Walter  Brown,  Music  Hall,  vice- 
president;  Art  Brainerd,  Tower,  recording 
secretary;  Joseph  Cawell,  Tower,  financial 
secretary,  and  Julius  Ehrlich,  treasurer. 
Ed  Purcell,  Orpheum,  Eddie  Maier,  Mid- 
land and  Glen  Milligan,  Tower,  form  the 
executive  board. 

Miller  and  Grengs  Pool 
Their  Four  Theatres 

Cloquet,  Minn. — W.  M.  Miller  and  S. 
Grengs  have  pooled  their  theatre  interests 
here  and  at  Two  Harbors,  Minn.,  thus 
ending  the  fight  between  them.  Pour  the- 
atres are  included  in  the  pool. 


Lease  in  Waterloo 

Waterloo — Rosenthal  Brothers,  Water- 
loo bookers,  leased  the  Capitol  'Theatre 
here,  and  report  that  they  will  remodel  at 
a cost  of  $25,000. 
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Group  of  Ten  May  Journey 
With  Steffes  to  Capital 


Minneapolis — A delegation  of  ten  or 
more  members  of  Northwest  Allied  States 
is  expected  to  accompany  President  W.  A. 
Steffes  to  Washington  next  week  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  discussion  of  the  proposed 
trade  practice  program  against  which  the 
local  organization  has  gone  on  record.  It 
is  indicated  the  group  will  take  a stand 
at  the  meeting  for  still  further  conces- 
sions from  the  distributors. 

Steffes  is  a member  of  the  national  Al- 
lied board  of  directors  which  will  hold  a 
session  in  advance  of  the  general  meet- 
ing. It  was  over  the  protest  of  Steffes, 
who  is  confident  that  block  booking  and 
producer  ownership  and  operation  of  the- 
atres definitely  are  on  the  way  out,  that 
the  local  body  rejected  the  code.  But  he 
will  be  accompanied  to  Washington  by 
several  members  who  fought  the  hardest 
for  rejection. 

Among  others,  the  Minneapolis  party 
probably  will  include  two  former  North- 
west Allied  presidents — Bennie  Berger  and 
E.  L.  Peaslee — along  with  George  Gran- 
strom,  Abe  Kaplan  and  Sidney  Volk — all 
of  them  prominent  independent  exhibitors. 


Court  Orders  Brieis  in 
Theatre  Name  Suit 

Waterloo,  Ia. — Attorneys  for  two  com- 
panies using  the  word  “Iowa”  in  connec- 
tion with  their  theatres  here  were  given 
until  this  Saturday  to  file  briefs,  by  Dis- 
trict Judge  A.  B.  Lovejoy. 

An  injunction  has  been  asked  by  Rosen- 
thal Brothers,  operators  of  Rosenthal’s 
Iowa  Theatre,  to  restrain  the  Singer- 
Waterloo  Corp.,  operator  of  the  Mort  H. 
Singer  Iowa  Theatre,  from  using  the  word 
“Iowa.” 

Tlie  plaintiff  claims  priority  right  to 
use  the  word  through  registration  of  the 
trade  name  with  the  Black  Hawk  county 
recorder.  The  two  theatres  are  less  than 
five  blocks  apart  in  the  West  Waterloo 
business  district. 


Ralph  Bowman  of  Lincoln 
Named  in  Talent  Quest 

New  York — Ralph  Bowman  of  Lincoln 
and  Camille  Patti  of  Dallas  are  among  the 
first  candidates  to  qualify  in  the  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  talent  quest  being  car- 
ried on  by  Jesse  L.  Lasky  on  a nationwide 
basis. 


Form  Civic  Theatre 

Waterloo,  Ia.  — New  competition  for 
cinema  houses  here  looms  in  the  or- 
ganization of  a Waterloo  civic  theatre 
group.  The  new  organization  will  present 
a series  of  three  one- act  plays  as  its  initial 
program  here  late  this  month.  Thirty- 
four  Waterloo  residents  are  included  in 
the  charter  enrollment. 


Beginner  s Luck 


Grinnell,  Ia. — Elbert  Morse  Smith,  in- 
structor in  Romance  languages  at  Grin- 
nell College,  went  about  muttering  un- 
scholarly  French  phrases  to  himself  last 
November  over  the  maddening  details 
skeptical  New  Yorkers  were  presenting 
before  booking  the  French  film,  “Mille 
Mozart”  for  a special  showing  by  the 
French  Club  at  the  Strand  Theatre  here. 

Last  Monday,  however,  he  got  his  re- 
venge. New  York  wired  him  begging  to 
be  released  from  the  air-tight  contract  so 
that  the  film  might  be  allowed  to  continue 
its  very  successful  three-months’  run 
there. 

“Non,  non,  NON!”  the  exasperated  El- 
bert wired  back. 

Two  Exchanges  File 
Contract  Suits 

Minneapolis — Exhibitors  must  live  up  to 
their  contracts,  is  the  ultimatum  of  Minne- 
apolis film  exchanges  via  Columbia  and 
GB. 

Suiting  action  to  the  word,  the  two 
companies,  through  S.  P.  Halpern,  local  at- 
torney, filed  breach  of  contract  suits 
against  seven  exhibitors  in  the  territory 
who  had  failed  to  book  all  of  the  pictures 
bought  under  their  contracts. 

It  is  alleged  the  exhibitors  in  question 
made  no  attempt  to  settle  their  differences 
with  the  distributors,  but  simply  ignored 
demands  made  upon  them.  However,  after 
the  filing  of  the  suits,  settlements  out  of 
court  were  made  immediately  by  six  of  the 
seven  exhibitors  involved. 

“Contractual  obligations  must  be  met 
and  contracts  completed — they  cannot  be 
ignored,”  declared  “Hy”  Chapman,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager. 

It  has  been  a habit  of  some  exhibitors, 
according  to  the  exchange  heads,  to  book 
the  more  desirable  pictures  and  then  quit- 
ting booking,  leaving  many  films  unplayed. 
No  notice  was  paid  to  branch  managers 
pleas  and  requests.  But  all  this  has  to 
stop,  it’s  now  declared. 


Hildreth  Leases  Space 
From  Monogram 

Des  Moines — Monogram  has  sub-leased 
the  garage  portion  of  its  shipping  quarters, 
formerly  occupied  by  Iowa  Film  Delivery, 
to  Bob  Hildreth  of  Tri-States  art  depart- 
ment according  to  F.  E.  Judd. 

Hildreth  plans  to  operate  his  own  thea- 
tre art  service  specializing  in  cut  letters 
and  theatre  displays  of  various  types.  One 
feature  will  be  window  card  imprints  for 
theatre  owners  at  a very  low  cost. 


pOR  the  second  time  in  less  than  four 

months,  the  plate  glass  window  at  Mono- 
gram has  been  smashed  . . . last  time 
Halloween  pranksters  tossed  stones 
through  the  window,  and  this  time  a park- 
ed car  rolled  down  the  hill  into  it  . . . 
Delbert  Christy  of  Iowa  Film  has  a three- 
year-old  daughter  who  is  his  double. 

Mow’d  you  like  an  evening  out  with  this 
composite  beauty  from  here’n  there  on 
Filmrow:  She’s  got  Ruby  Willey’s  so-blue 
eyes,  Carol  Hatch’s  lovely  mouth,  Evelyn 
Rosen’s  midnight  hair  and  olive  skin, 
Grace  Simon’s  wit,  Marian  Temple’s 
brains,  Mrs.  Burton  Jerrel’s  smile,  Wil- 
sonne  Long’s  vivacity,  and  Ruby  Stacy’s 
queenly  figure  . . . whata  girl!  (Please  note: 
I ain’t  got  her  telephone  number.) 

A look  over  Ken  Clayton’s  shoulder  dis- 
closed that  he  responded  to  the  critic’s 
poll  being  taken  by  the  Minneapolis  Jour- 
nal with  these  selections:  “Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs”  as  the  best  pic- 
ture of  the  year;  Spencer  Tracy  in  “Boys 
Town”  as  the  most  outstanding  actor; 
Bette  Davis  in  “Jezebel”  as  the  outstand- 
ing actress  of  the  year  . . . Ken  received 
an  imposing  stack  of  clever  Christmas 
cards  from  stars,  producers,  and  publicity 
men  in  Hollywood. 

We’ve  just  recently  been  able  to  get  the 
low-down  on  that  blessed  event  pool  held 
at  M-G-M  a few  weeks  ago  . . . Kathleen 
Gannon’s  bulldog.  Mugs,  was  in  a delicate 
condition,  it  seems  ...  29  chances  were 
sold  {there  are  29  combinations  of  male 
and  female  offspring  that  Mugs  could  have 
produced,  but  we  couldn’t  figure  it  out, 
so  can’t  explam) — anyhow,  Jerry  Mc- 
Glynn,  office  manager,  held  the  winning 
combination  on  the  litter  of  four  and 
thereby  won  a pup  . . . Frank  Gaskell 
also  has  one  of  the  famous  quadruplets 
whom  he  named  “Cynthia.” 

To  prove  to  our  employer  that  our  eagle 
eye  misses  nothing  even  remotely  con- 
nected with  theatres,  we  proudly  submit 
the  following  copy  of  a tiny  ad  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Register  the  other  morning: 
“Reward  for  return  of  contents  of  tool 
box  thrown  in  street  in  front  of  Roosevelt 
Theatre,  Saturday  night.  32nd  St.  Elec- 
tric.” 

Lou  Levy  of  Grand  National  has  been 
ill  unth  the  flu  for  several  days  . . . Cleo 
Kern  has  replaced  Marj  O’Laughlin  as 
F.  E.  Judd’s  secretary  at  Monogram  . . . 
Bob  Hoese  just  returned  from  a brief  so- 
journ in  K.  C.  . . . Ken  Clayton  has  been 
giving  very  unorthodox  speeches  to  stu- 
dents at  Grinnell  College. 

The  film  industry  obtained  another  pub- 
licity outlet  January  8 when  the  Sacra- 
mento (Cal.)  Bee  took  on  the  Sunday 
magazine  cover  syndicated  by  the  Des 
Moines  Register  . . . Look’s  movie  shorts 
project  appears  to  have  been  quietly  bur- 
ied . . . Wonder  how  that  plan  to  produce 
films  showing  oddities  around  Iowa  will 
fare. 

Jerry  Spandau  should  be  jumping  up 
and  down  over  at  the  Universal  offices  . . . 
“Son  of  Frankenstein”  has  a full  page  in 
tomorrow’s  Sunday  Register  rotogravure 
section. 
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DES  MOINES 

1102  High  Street 
Phone:  4-7189 
R.  W.  McEWAN,  Mgr. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Room  205  — 1719  Wyandotte 
Phone  VI  8867 
ORMOND  P.  HILL.  Mgr. 


MAGIC  EYE  DISTRIBUTING  CO. 


Join  the  BIG  PARADE! 


MAGIC  EYE 
PHOTO-PARADE 

Opens  Des  Moines  Office 

1102  HIGH  STREET 


Serving  Iowa -Nebraska  Territory 


Frisina  - Iowa  Theatre  - Keokuk 

(IOWA'S  FIRST  INSTALLATION) 

Doing  a Lockout  Business  Weekly 

A PROVEN 
BOX  OFFICE 
NATURAL 

Many  Large  Theatre  Circuits 
Such  As 

Commonwealth  - Fox  - Frisina - 
Griffith  Amusement  - Robb  & 
Rowley,  etc.,  and  many  inde- 
pendent theatres  are  increasing 
business  with  this  novel  attrac- 
tion. 


The  Magic  Eye 
Aisle  of  Fortune 


SOMETHING  ACTUALLY  NEW  AND  DIFFERENT  ...  NO  LOTTERY  ...  NO 
DRAWINGS  ...  NO  NUMBERS!  AN  INNOVATION  IN  THEATRE  ADVER- 
TISING AND  ENTERTAINMENT  THAT  WILL  ATTRACT  PATRONS  TO  YOUR 
THEATRE! 

This  Is  What  Every  Showman 
Has  Been  Looking  For! 

ACT  NOW  ...  Be  the  first  in  your  community!  Write,  Wire,  Phone  or  See  It 
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Question  Television's  Future 
Effects  on  Film  Business 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — What  about  television? 

What  effect  is  it  going  to  have  on  the 
exhibitor? 

Aware  of  the  possible  effect  of  tele- 
vision on  their  business,  exhibitors  here 
and  elsewhere  are  asking  themselves  these 
questions. 

A discussion  of  the  subject  with  local 
exhibitors  reveals  little  question  remains 
in  their  minds  that  television  in  a prac- 
tical form  will  become  a force  in  the 
entertainment  field  in  five  years  at  the 
very  latest.  It  probably  will  develop  first 
in  the  east  and  extend  to  the  large  metro- 
politan centers  rather  slowly.  So  far  en- 
gineers have  not  been  able  to  televise 
beyond  the  “horizon”  point,  and  unless 
they  evolve  something  that  will  do  this, 
for  a time  television  will  be  confined  to 
metropolitan  areas.  Some  engineers  say 
that  the  cost  of  equipping  telecasting 
stations  will  be  too  great,  at  least  for 
years,  for  establishing  anything  like  the 
number  of  present  radio  stations.  How- 
ever, there  are  some  in  the  television 
field  who  say  that  “boost-up”  stations  will 
solve  the  problem  inexpensively. 

Motion  picture  producers  are  hedging 
against  the  possibilities  of  television,  ex- 
hibitors note,  and  it  appears  at  this  point 
that  they  are  going  to  figure  prominently 
in  the  field.  But  not  the  exhibitor. 

What  the  radio  started  to  do  to  him 
television  will  finish.  If  it  does  nothing 
else,  it  will  add  another  dimension  to 
radio  and  increase  tremendously  its  ap- 
peal. But  it  very  likely  will  do  more  than 
that.  One  of  the  limitations  of  television 
is  its  immobility  as  compared  with  radio 
and  particularly  as  compared  with  movies. 
So  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  movies 
themselves  will  be  televised.  If  this  hap- 
pens, then  one  of  two  results  will  follow: 
the  exliibitor  will  be  out  of  the  field  of 
cn'.ertainment  entirely,  except  possibly  for 
small  towns  outside  the  horizon  limits  of 


PERFECTO 

DEODORANT 

“Death  to  Bad  Odor” 

A Perfumed,  Long-Lasting  Deodorant 
Pleasant  and  Effective  for  Use  in 

Theatres  and  Theatre 
Restrooms 

A Positive  Relief  From  Bad  Odor  of 
Any  Kind.  You  Can  Use  It  in  Your  Air 
Conditioning  System  or  Apply  With 
Ordinary  Spray.  Need  Only  One  Ap- 
plication a Day. 

S5  Gallon — $3  Half  Gallon,  FOB. 

— Address — 

PERFECTO  DEODORANT  CO. 

214  Main  St.  Newton,  Kansas 


a metropolitan  area,  or  all  theatres  will 
be  eliminated  with  the  exception  of  first 
run  houses. 

One  exhibitor  suggests  the  possibility 
that  producers  will  make  pictures,  show 
them  in  first  runs,  in  which  there  is  a 
tremendous  investment  both  by  producers 
and  others,  and  which  producers  claim 
are  responsible  for  more  than  75  per  cent 
of  total  movie  revenue  anyway,  and  then 
after  a clearance  of  some  weeks  or  months, 
televise  the  movies.  Telecasting  of  a film 
would  immediately  “kill”  it  for  that  par- 
ticular area.  The  movie  then  would  be 
sold  for  exhibition  in  the  area  outside  the 
metropolitan  center.  This  would  elimi- 
nate many  subsequent  runs,  a few  of 
which,  however,  probably  would  become 
“first  run.” 

What  makes  this  development  sound 
logical  is  that  telecasting  a motion  picture 
before  it  has  shown  anywhere  would  place 
the  entire  cost  on  the  advertiser;  in  the 
case  of  “A”  product,  this  would  amount 
to  over  half  a million  dollars.  Even  ad- 
vertisers, with  all  their  wealth,  could  hard- 
ly be  imagined  paying  that  sort  of  money 
for  one  telecast.  Another  factor  in  this 
connection  is  the  enormous  investment 
in  first  nm  theatres  which  producers  are 
not  apt  to  throw  away  by  making  movies 
available  at  once  for  telecasting. 

Women’s  Point  of  View 

Mrs.  Rosa  Baier  of  the  Lindbergh,  Kan- 
sas City,  is  not  so  much  worried  about 
television.  She  points  out  that  whereas 
now  the  housewife  listens  to  the  radio 
as  she  goes  about  her  housework,  and  with 
her  husband  and  friends  plays  cards  in 
the  evening,  knits,  or  does  something  else 
while  the  radio  is  on,  with  television  she 
will  have  to  sit  down  and  devote  her  entire 
attention.  She  thinks  it  likely  that  movies 
will  continue  to  be  shown  in  theatres,  as 
at  present,  and  then  be  televised;  and 
that  theatres  themselves  may  have  their 
“television  hour”  during  the  evening  pro- 
gram. 

Sam  Filson  of  the  Majestic,  Scott  City, 
Kas.,  is  another  who  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion of  television. 

“What  about  it?  How  is  it  going  to 
affect  the  exhibitor?  The  representative 
of  a school  on  television  was  in  western 
Kansas  last  week  attempting  to  secure 
students.  He  said  that  plans  now  were 
to  have  ‘boost  up’  stations  every  40  or  50 
miles  to  overcome  the  present  limitation 
on  telecasting,  that  equipment  could  be 
had  inexpensively  and  on  time  so  that 
students  after  taking  a course  in  tele- 
vision might  themselves  install  such  sta- 
tions, secure  local  backing,  and  be  in  on 
the  ground  floor.” 

Jack  Truitt  of  the  Electric,  Kansas  City, 
Kas.,  can  see  no  very  bright  future  in 
store  for  exhibitors  as  television  develops. 

What  the  exhibitor  can  do  to  protect 
his  economic  position  in  the  entertain- 
ment field  is  a big  question,  'Truitt  said. 
So  far  the  exhibitor  has  been  unable  to 
do  much  about  the  inroads  in  his  busi- 
ness made  by  radio. 


K A Y C IE  IE 

Q C.  RHODES,  who  operates  the  Roxy 
at  Warsaw,  Mo.,  is  opening  a new  one 
at  Buffalo,  Mo.  . . . Herb  Center,  formerly 
at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  for  Metro,  replaces  Joe 
Markowitz  as  office  manager  here.  Marko- 
witz goes  to  Miami  Fla.,  as  salesman. 

Exhibitors  in:  Will  Danbury,  King  City, 
Mo.;  E.  Van  Hyning  Parsons,  Kas.;  Mrs. 
Rolla  Booth  and  S.  W.  Booth,  Rich  Hill, 
Mo.;  Charles  Fisk,  Butler,  Mo.;  S.  F.  Wil- 
son, Camdenton,  Mo.;  F.  D.  Morris,  Meade. 
Kas.;  Hoiiik  Doering,  Garnett,  Kas.;  J.  E. 
Conrad,  Burlingame,  Kas. 

Eight  thousand  persons  in  Monett  Mo., 
and  vicinity,  have  signed  petitions  to  have 
20th-Fox  give  the  Gilloiz  Theatre  in  Mo- 
nett a release  date  engagement  on  “Jesse 
James.”  'The  petition,  on  8x11  sheets,  made 
a stack  eight  or  ten  inches  high. 

Carl  Shalit,  district  manager  for  Co- 
lumbia, was  here  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

Next  to  the  Dickinson  Theatre  in  John- 
son County,  Kas.,  the  Lobby  Shop  division 
of  the  Glen  W.  Dickinson  circuit  under 
Alberta  Meinert  has  opened  The  Club 
House,  with  a “club”  as  in  a playing  card 
deck  used  as  insignia.  The  shop  is  serv- 
ing sandwiches,  coffee,  and  other  items  of 
edibles,  and  it  will  be  worth  your  while  to 
drop  by.  This  is  not  a paid  advertisement. 

At  a chili  party  at  the  home  of  Zack 
Beiser  over  the  holidays  the  Columbia  em- 
ployes decided  to  form  an  All  for  Fun  Club, 
strictly  a social  organization  which  will 
change  officers  once  each  quarter,  which 
will  have  a special  screening  night  with 
entertainment  and  refreshments  after,  etc. 
Louise  Williams  is  chairman,  with  Ken- 
neth Levy  and  Janet  Lohr  assisting. 

Ernie  Leeves  of  the  Central  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  leaves  (no  pun)  over  the 
weekend  for  the  International  Seat  con- 
vention Monday  and  Tuesday,  January  16 
and  17,  in  Union  City,  Ind. 

Columbia’s  “Personal  Achievement  Cam- 
paign” really  gives  the  local  boys  a pat  on 
the  back.  Each  of  them  has  a banner 
carrying  his  name:  Ben  Marcus,  Zack 
Beiser,  Tom  Baldwin  H.  S.  Stulz,  Eugene 
Snitz,  Bill  Bradfield,  and  Charley  Reynolds. 
The  campaign  goes  January  9 to  March  18. 

Louise  Williams  at  Columbia  was  treat- 
ed to  ice  cream  and  cake  Monday.  She’s 
old  enough  to  have  a birthday  . . . Maxine 
Miller,  who  formerly  was  bookkeeper  at 
Columbia,  now  is  at  the  Will  Rogers 
Memorial  Hospital,  Saranac  Lake. 


New  Picture  Service 

Kansas  City — Harry  L.  Kaufman,  Box- 
OFFicE  advertising  manager  for  four  years, 
has  resigned  to  open  a news  picture 
agency.  Pictorial  Press  Service,  in  partner- 
ship with  Aaron  Shiftman.  The  agency 
will  specialize  on  assignment  and  free- 
lance jobs.  Pictorial  Press  Service  of- 
fices are  located  at  215  Finance  Bldg.,  here. 
Telephone  number  is  Victor  5470. 
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IIL  H M CC  O IL  M 

E.  LOFGREN  brought  25  of  the  tough- 
est looking  youngsters  ever  glimpsed 
in  this  town  to  light  when  he  exploited 
“Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society”  in  Lincoln 
...  Ed  Vaughan  is  regarded  as  the  most 
eligible  bachelor  in  town,  besides  being 
house  manager  at  the  Stuart.  The  only 
trouble  with  him,  so  find  the  gals,  is  that 
none  of  them  maintain  an  eligibility  sta- 
tus with  him  very  long  at  a time  . . . 
Nebraska’s  basketball  team  was  hosted  on 
the  sets  at  Paramount  while  making  the 
coast  trip,  which  brought  about  some  nice 
publicity  splashes  for  Paramount  in  both 
the  Omaha  World-Herald  and  the  Journal 
here. 

Now  that  the  legislature  is  open,  Bob 
Livingston’s  telephone  rings  so  much  he’s 
tempted  to  call  the  phone  company  and 
report  trouble  . . . Another  legislative  side- 
light is  W.  H.  Diers,  the  speaker  of  the 
unicameral,  who  just  brought  the  theatre 
in  Gresham  recently.  He  should  have  a 
ready  ear  for  the  celluloidal  business  prob- 
lems . . . Earle  Perkins  nominated  Brother 
Livingston,  incidentally,  as  the  greatest 
living  copy  of  Jesse  James  today,  after 
giving  him  some  second  runs  at  a price 
very  similar  to  that  paid  for  Manhattan 
Island  before  the  Indians  knew  better.  He’s 
suggesting  him  for  Joe  Scott  to  use  bally- 
hooing  the  playing  of  the  picture  about 
Jesse. 

Theatre  Row  is  in  the  turmoil  that  goes 
with  a snooker  tournament.  Boxoffice 
was  given  a 30  to  0 trimming  in  the  round 
robin  by  Howard  Federer,  who  was  hotter 
than  the  hinges  of  Hades,  but  is  still  up 
among  ’em,  since  Federer’s  sins  caught  up 
with  him  and  he  dropped  an  equal  num- 
ber elsewhere  . . . Alvin  Hendricks  thought 
of  a nice  clean  publicity  stunt  for  his  cur- 
rent picture.  Wanted  to  tear  muslin  sheets 
into  strips  and  hang  them  from  the  mar- 
quee. Picture  is  “White  Banners”  . . . Lou 
Finske  was  in  town  for  a short  stay,  much 
interested  in  building  business  and  houses. 

Sol  Francis  barged  in  and  out  with  little 
or  no  conversation  . . . Joe  Rosenberg  is 
the  Row’s  forgotten  man,  never  showing 
his  face  around  here  any  more  . . . Iz 
Weiner  hasn’t  shown  up  lately,  either  . . . 
Nevins  Lynn,  relieved  when  Guy  Hennin- 
ger,  the  county  attorney  in  Kearney,  lost 
office,  because  of  his  opposition  to  Bank 
Night,  now  sees  him  promoted  clear  out 
of  town  to  become  the  adjutant  general 
of  the  state’s  national  guard. 


Kempkes  & Trampe  Make 
Things  a Bit  Easier 

Lincoln — ^Because  some  of  the  winners 
in  the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star’s  10  best 
poll  of  motion  pictures  lived  out  of  town 
and  the  free  ticket  prizes  wouldn’t  mean 
much,  Ted  Kempkes,  Fairbury,  and  Ray 
Trampe,  Clay  Center,  pitched  in  and  off- 
ered additional  prizes  in  their  own  spots. 

Two  of  the  high  placers  were  in  Pair- 
bury,  and  three  of  the  same  family,  living 
on  a farm  near  Edgar,  were  also  high. 
Edgar  group  were  given  free  entry  at  Clay 
Center. 


Party  for  Them — 

W.  J.  Gabel,  partner -manager  of  the 
Dickinson  at  Beloit,  Kas.,  celebrated 
Christmas  in  an  unusual  way.  His 
daughters,  Constance,  15,  and  Carol, 
11,  both  were  born  on  December  25. 
So  Mr.  Gabel  gave  a free  show  to  the 
children  of  the  community.  He  plans 
to  make  the  affair  an  annual  one. 


Joplin  Dissolution 

Joplin,  Mo. — With  the  sale  of  the  build- 
ing formerly  housing  the  New  Joplin  Thea- 
tre here  to  W.  C.  Burch  of  Cartersville, 
Mo.,  the  operating  company  of  the  long- 
dark  theatrical  unit  has  been  dissolved. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St,  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
lohn  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


Missouri  Students 
And  Film  Tastes 

By  ARNOLD  N.  SHANBERG 

Columbia,  Mo. — Sophisticated  comedies 
are  No.  1 in  favor  in  the  way  of  film 
entertainment  among  the  majority  of  stu- 
dents here,  a survey  of  tastes  of  Uni- 
versity of  Missouri  students  indicates. 

A stoi’y  of  the  “Three  Loves  Has  Nancy” 
type,  for  example,  at  once  sincere  and  re- 
laxing in  plot  makeup,  time  and  again 
has  proven  a more  potent  student  draw 
than  pictures  with  silly  and  nonsensical 
story  structures  of  the  Marx  Bros,  variety. 

Films  with  familiar  themes  are  natural- 
ly popular.  It  makes  little  difference 
whether  this  type  of  picture  is  classical  or 
historical,  or  whether  it  falls  imder  any 
other  classification.  On  the  other  hand, 
stories  of  “campus  life,”  slapstick,  and 
the  usual  love  piece  are  sidestepped. 

The  westerns  and  a couple  of  mediocre 
vaudeville  acts  get  some  play  here,  when 
the  students  want  to  cheer  or  boo  as  they 
please. 

A film  star  with  a tendency  to  overact 
is  about  as  popular  with  the  students  as 
the  smartest  students  in  their  respective 
classes. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~ 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
“Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  ‘72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


BOXOFFICE  January  14,  1939 


57 


Cash  Prizes  to  24  Managers 
Of  Minnesota  Amusement 


Minneapolis — Twenty-four  managers  of 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  theatre 
chain  will  share  $4,250  in  cash  prizes  for 
increasing  business  over  a designated  13- 


Omaha  Poll  Favors 
"Ragtime  Band" 

Omaha — Omahans  rated  “Alexander’s 
Ragtime  Band”  i20th-Fox)  as  last  year’s 
most  entertaining  picture,  according  to  a 
vote  of  local  exhibitors  taken  by  Keith 
Wilson,  Omaha  World- Herald  film  critic. 

“Boys  Town”  (M-G-M),  which  had  its 
premiere  here  and  was  based  on  Omaha’s 
Father  Flanagan’s  boys  home,  was  placed 
second  by  the  19  exhibitors,  who  returned 
ballots.  The  exhibitors  ranked  the  box- 
office  draw  of  the  year’s  films  like  this: 
Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band  (20th-Fox)  ..91 


Boys  Town  (M-G-M) 66 

Hurricane  (UA)  62 

Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy  (M-G-M) 58 

Heidi  (20th-Fox)  52 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You  (Col) 45 

Robin  Hood  (FN)  45 

Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs 

(RKO-Disney)  36 

Test  Pilot  (M-G-M) 30 

Four  Daughters  (FN) 30 


Points  were  given  on  the  basis  of  10  for 
first,  nine  for  second  and  so  on. 

There  were  68  of  the  more  than  350 
films  shown  in  Omaha  named  but  of  this 
total  only  25  received  more  than  10  points. 


week  period  as  compared  to  last  year. 

The  winners  and  how  they  share  in  the 
prize  money  follow; 


This  indicated  a similarity  in  boxoffice 
draw  throughout  the  city. 

“Hurricane”  (UA)  was  a 1937  release 
but  reached  Omaha  in  1938.  “Heidi  (20th- 
Fox)  also  played  first-run  in  1937  but 
reached  the  suburbans  here  in  1938. 

“In  Old  Chicago”  (20th-Fox)  received 
20  points  and  ranked  twelfth.  “Marie 
Antoinette”  (M-G-M)  did  not  receive  a 
single  vote  from  the  Omaha  exhibitors. 

Mickey  Rooney  and  Spencer  Tracy,  as  a 
result  of  the  poll,  appear  to  be  Omaha’s 
stars  of  the  year.  They  co-starred  in 
Metro’s  “Boys  Town”  and  Mickey  was  in 
“Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy”  and  Tracy  in 
"Test  Pilot”  both  Metro. 

Here  are  the  two  top  drawing  pictures 
when  they  played  first-run  at  the  three 
downtown  theatres: 

Orpheum — Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band 
(20th-Fox);  In  Old  Chicago  (20th-Fox). 

Omaha — Boys  Town  (M-G-M) ; Test 
Pilot  (M-G-M). 

Brandeis — Snow  White  (RKO-Disney) ; 
You  Can’t  Take  It  with  You  (Col). 


700  Children  Hosted 

Parsons,  Kas.  — More  than  700  under- 
privileged children  were  the  guests  of  Clyde 
B.  McAleer’s  Orpheum  Theatre  here  at 
a recent  party  given  in  cooperation  with 
the  Kiwanis  Club.  Governor-elect  Payne 
H.  Ratner  spoke  briefly  to  the  children. 


O m A IIHII  A 

jyjONTE  DAVIS,  Omaha  representative 
of  Boxoffice,  has  gone  to  Des  Moines 
to  cover  the  Iowa  state  legislature  for 
United  Press.  Fritz  Daly,  Omaha  news- 
paperman, will  pinch-hit  while  he’s  gone. 

Corrine  Riley,  pretty  Brandeis  cashier, 
celebrated  her  fourth  year  in  the  theatre’s 
boxoffice  last  week  . . . Gordon  Anderson 
of  Des  Moines,  Tri-State  sound  engineer, 
and  his  wife  were  here  on  a visit. 

Eddie  Forester,  Omaha  Theatre  man- 
ager, is  sporting  a new  green  suit  and  hat, 
and  really  looks  the  prosperous  house 
manager  . . . E.  H.  Robertson,  Scribner 
Theatre,  Scribner,  Neb.,  was  in  town  this 
week  accompanied  by  Roy  Ehlers,  Minden 
Theatre,  Minden,  Neb.  Ehlers  formerly 
secretaried  the  Minden  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  south  petitioned  two  of  20th-Fox 
vacationers.  Rube  Wagle  has  returned 
after  spending  Christmas  in  Tulsa  and 
then  going  on  to  Texas  for  the  Cotton 
Bowl  game.  Lena  Kuyk,  20th-Fox  con- 
tract clerk,  is  now  vacationing  in  Shreve- 
port, La. 

S.  F.  Francis,  manager  of  American 
Distributing,  was  confined  to  his  home 
early  this  week  due  to  illness  . . . Likewise 
Johnny  Winn,  GN  booker  . . . E.  J.  Tilton, 
manager  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Omaha 
Republic  branches,  was  here  for  two  days 
this  week,  just  back  from  a trip  to  Mexico. 

Hymie  Novitsky,  formerly  associated 
with  2Qth-Fox  and  GN,  is  understood  to 
be  dickering  for  a shot  at  the  restaurant 
busmess  . . . Blame  Swoboda  has  been 
added  to  the  Universal  staff. 

S.  S.  Keller  and  M.  P.  Hai-wood  of  New 
York  were  WB  visitors  . . . Mrs.  Robert 
Anderson,  wife  of  the  Warner  shipper, 
went  to  a local  hospital  for  a serious 
operation. 

Warm  weather  continued  to  bring  ex- 
hibitors to  Filrnrow:  Bill  Bogart,  Orpheum, 
Rock  Valley,  la.;  R.  V.  Fletcher,  Lyric, 
Hartington,  Neb.;  Charles  Goodrich,  Ri- 
alto, Stromsberg,  Neb.;  J.  F.  Dethlefs, 
Crystal,  Manning,  la.;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Small, 
Princess,  Decatur;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  Schu- 
ler, Humboldt,  Humboldt,  Neb. 


Reiorm  Wave,  Slump 
Hitting  Night  Spots 

Minneapolis — Local  night  clubs  are  be- 
ing hard  hit  by  the  reform  waves  and  the 
usual  January  slump  now  in  evidence. 
Unable  to  sell  liquors  after  hours  and  to 
run  gambling  devices,  as  it  is  claimed  is 
necessary  for  their  existence,  several  are 
on  the  ragged  edge  and  one  of  the  loop’s 
largest,  Cocoanut  Grove,  already  has  closed 
“temporarily.” 

The  severest  winter  competition  from 
sports  in  the  city’s  history  also  is  a fac- 
tor. There  are  more  weekly  sporting 
events,  including  two  professional  fight 
cards,  wrestling,  hockey  and  basketball, 
than  ever  before. 


TWIN  CITY  DISTRICT 
Downtown 


Manager 

Theatre 

City 

Harold  Kaplan 

State 

Minneapolis  

William  Sears 

Orpheum 

Minneapolis  

Frank  Steffy  

....  Century 

Minneapolis  

Roy  Slentz 

Gopher 

Minneapolis  

Walter  VanCamp 

Paramount 

St.  Paul  

Suburban 

J.  C.  Stroud 

Park 

St.  Paul  

Verne  Cummings 

Uptown 

St.  Paul  

T.  M.  Martin 

Rialto 

Minneapolis 

Charles  Zinn 

Uptown  . . 

Minneapolis  .... 

SOUTH 

DAKOTA  DISTRICT 

E.  V.  Odeneal 

Paramount... 

Mitchell,  S.  D 

James.  Eshelman 

Huron 

Huron,  S.  D 

Bryon  McElligott 

Capitol 

Aberdeen,  S.  D. 

E.  A.  Bricker 

Time 

Mitchell,  S.  D 

J.  B.  Shearer 

State 

Huron,  S.  D 

NORTHERN  DISTRICT 

Melvin  Scott  

Moorhead 

Moorhead,  Minn. 

Edward  Kraus 

Fargo 

Fargo,  N.  D 

Eugene  Lavoy 

Dakota 

Grand  Forks,  N. 

Burr  Cline 

Opera  House... 

Jamestown,  N.  D. 

Harvey  Swenson 

Strand 

Minot,  N.  D. 

SOUTHERN  MINNESOTA  DISTRICT 

Harry  Salisbury 

....  Time 

Rochester,  Minn. 

Karl  Lindstaedt 

Paramount..  . 

Austin,  Minn. 

Fred  Larkin 

Paramount 

St.  Cloud,  Minn. 

W.  F.  McKallor 

Austin 

Aus,tin,  Minn 

Earl  Hofmaster 

Grand  

Mankato,  Minn.  .. 

Prize 
.$500.00 
. 250.00 

125.00 
. 75.00 

50.00 

. 100.00 

75.00 
,.  50.00 
,.  25.00 

500.00 
,.  250.00 
,.  125.00 
. 75.00 
. 50.00 

,.  500.00 
,.  250.00 
. 125.00 
. 75.00 
. 50.00 

. 500.00 

250.00 
. 125.00 
. 75.00 
,.  50.00 
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Harold  Kaplan  to 
St.  Louis  Park 

Minneapolis — Harold  Kaplan  will  be  as- 
sociated with  the  St.  Louis  Park  Theatre 
Co.  as  part  owner  of  the  new  $100,000 
1,000-seat  theatre  which  it  is  constructing 
at  St.  Louis  Park,  Minneapolis  suburb, 
according  to  the  company’s  announcement. 
He  also  will  manage  the  house. 

Although  young  in  years — 31 — Kaplan  is 
one  of  the  city’s  veteran  showmen.  He  re- 
signs as  manager  of  the  State,  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.’s  leading  loop  house  here, 
to  assume  his  new  duties.  He  was  manag- 
ing director  of  the  4,200-seat  Minnesota 
during  most  of  the  period  that  it  operated 
and  up  to  the  time  of  its  closing  when 
he  was  transferred  to  the  State. 

Kaplan  started  with  the  old  F&R  cir- 
cuit, the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.’s  pre- 
decessor, as  an  usher  at  the  age  of  16, 
following  his  graduation  from  high  school, 
and  has  been  with  F&R  and  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  ever  since.  During  the  past 
five  years  he  has  managed  its  principal 
theatres  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul. 

To  replace  Kaplan  at  the  State  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.  is  transferring 
Prank  Steffys  from  the  Century  here. 
Charles  Zinn,  manager  of  the  Minneapolis 
Uptown,  replaces  Steffys  at  the  Century 
and  J.  C.  Stroud  moves  over  from  the 
Park,  St.  Paul,  to  the  Uptown  here.  L.  G. 
Hertl  goes  from  the  St.  Clair,  St.  Paul, 
to  the  Park,  and  J.  P.  Soucy,  assistant 
manager  of  the  St.  Paul  Uptown,  becomes 
St.  Clair  manager. 


Branson  in  New  York 
For  RKO  Sales  Meet 

New  York — George  J.  Schaefer,  presi- 
dent, addressed  a two-day  midseason  sales 
meeting  here  of  RKO  district  managers 
last  week,  outlining  plans  for  four  big  pic- 
tures the  company  will  release  soon,  in- 
cluding “Gunga  Din,”  “The  Great  Man 
Votes,”  “Love  Affair,”  and  “The  Castles.” 

District  managers  in  attendance  were 
W.  E.  Branson,  midwest;  Nat  Levy,  east- 
ern central;  J.  H.  MacIntyre,  northeast; 
H.  M.  Lyons,  southeast;  S.  M.  Sachs, 
southwest;  H.  C.  Cohen,  western;  L.  M. 
Devaney,  Canada. 


"Gangster  s Boy"  Proving 
A Winner  Production 

Minneapolis — Monogram  has  another 
smash  boxoffice  hit  in  this  territory  in 
“Gangster’s  Boy.”  Picture  is  in  its  sec- 
ond week  at  the  downtown  Time  Theatre 
here  and,  after  a big  first  week,  is  doing 
even  better  its  second  canto,  according  to 
Bennie  Berger,  Time  owner. 

Film  originally  was  booked  for  a single 
day  at  the  Randolph,  St.  Paul  neighbor- 
hood house,  and  was  held  over  for  four. 
Charlie  Weiner,  Monogram  distributor, 
says  he’s  unable  to  obtain  sufficient  prints 
to  satisfy  the  exhibitor  demand  for  dates. 


QRCHIDS  to  Ray  Wylie,  live-wire  United 
Artists  salesman,  for  the  swell  job  he, 
as  chairman  of  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
entertainment  committee,  and  his  commit- 
tee members  are  doing.  More  and  better 
entertainment  than  ever  before.  Swell 
parties.  Something  doing  all  the  time. 
Lively  Saturday  nights.  Lots  of  fim  for 
everybody.  And  here’s  a tip  to  members: 
Don’t  pass  up  any  of  the  dinner  meetings 
or  you’ll  be  sorry.  Surprises  feature  these 
dinners.  This  Monday  night,  for  example, 
the  club  was  host  at  an  elaborate  oyster 
bar  which  preceded  the  regular  dinner. 
What  a treat  in  food  and  drink — and 
all  on  the  house — or  club,  we  should  say. 
A sp>ecial  reward  to  the  boys  who  regular- 
ly turn  out  for  these  affairs,  arranged  se- 
cretly by  Chief  Barker  W.  A.  Steffes  who 
has  what  it  takes  to  head  an  organiza- 
tion like  this.  Lucky  club  to  have  such 
a hustling,  efficient,  enthusiastic  chief 
barker. 

Crane  boys,  independent  exhibitors,  back 
on  the  job  after  a jaunt  to  Florida,  but 
still  retain  the  sunspots  on  their  faces  . . . 
Joe  Floyd  in  tovm  and  boasts  about  his 
new  Hollywood  Theatre  in  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.  It  opens  January  28.  Dick  Wagner, 
another  Sioux  Falls  S.  D.,  showman,  also 
a visitor  . . . Eddie  Ruben  back  after  a 
fast  airplane  trip  from  Mexico  City  . . . 
Ben  Friedman,  prominent  independent  ex- 
hibitor, receiving  congratulations  as  a re- 
sult of  the  engagement  of  his  daughter, 
Joan,  to  Arnold  Robbins. 

Gordon  Greene,  Palace  Theatre  impre- 
sario, was  a guest  of  Buddy  Rogers  in 
Hollywood  . . . Udell  Gill  off  for  Califor- 
nia (on  a buying  trip)  . . . Emery  Eck- 
berg.  South  St.  Paul  theatre  manager, 
home  after  a fortnight  hospital  siege. 
Will  be  back  at  the  theatre  in  another 
week  . . . John  J.  Friedl  and  L.  J.  Lud- 
wig, heads  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  in  New  York  on  a business  trip  . . . 
Orpheum  gets  another  stage  show,  but  for 
only  three  days — January  20-22 — the  only 
time  available.  It’s  the  “Fibber  McGee” 
unit. 

“DO  YOU  KNOW  THAT”  department: 
W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
was  a basso  profundo  in  his  church  choir 
during  his  earlier  years.  John  J.  Friedl, 
general  manager  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  once  was  a projectionist  in  a 
Sioux  City,  la.,  theatre.  Theodore  Hays, 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  executive,  tend- 
ed bar  in  a saloon  next  to  the  Bijou  The- 
atre so  long  ago  (later  he  owned  and  man- 
aged the  theatre).  Incidentally,  he  never 
took  a drink  himself.  Jay  MacFarland, 
head  man  at  National  Screen  here,  was 
Latin- American  representative  for  Univer- 
sal with  offices  in  Mexico  City.  Ray  Wy- 
lie, United  Artists  salesman,  was  a big- 
time  vaudeville  headliner,  and  a goed  one. 
Watch  future  editions  for  further  “DO 
YOU  KNOW  THAT’S?” 

Reno  Wilk  back  from  the  west  coast 
with  news  of  that  new  picture  he’s  co- 
producing . . . That  was  a nifty  Christ- 
mas gift  that  Ben  Spewak  is  reported  to 
have  given  the  film  bookers — a bottle  of 
champagne  with  a time  lock,  set  for  New 


Year’s  eve,  attached  . . . Ted  Bolnick,  La- 
crosse, Wis.,  theatrical  magnet,  sighted  on 
Hennepin  Ave.  heading  for  the  Welworth 
office  . . . First  few  days  of  1939  brought 
a welcome  upturn  in  many  boxoffice  re- 
ports . . . Leonard  Amder  said  to  be  study- 
ing plans  for  a loop  house  in  which  to 
offer  a modified  burlesque  policy  . . . Film 
crowd  turned  out  en  masse  to  see  George 
M.  Cohan  in  “I’d  Rather  Be  Right”  at  the 
Lyceum  here  this  week  . . . Sinclair  Lewis 
in  his  new  play  and  Cornelia  Otis  Skin- 
ner early  bookings  at  the  same  showhouse. 

Kelly  Evidon,  Warner  Bros,  ad  sales 
manager,  says  the  exhibitors  are  going 
in  heavily  for  paper  on  short  subjects, 
making  him  wonder  if  they  think  that  all 
he  has  is  “the  shorts,”  whatever  that 
means  . . . M-G-M’s  sponsored  party  at 
the  Twin  City  Variety  Club  last  Saturday 
night  was  a big  success,  with  much  credit 
going  to  W.  H.  Workman,  Morry  Abrams, 
Bill  Cameron,  et  al,  for  their  efforts  . . . 
The  Dale,  Faust  and  Hollywood  theatres, 
owned  by  Rubenstein  and  Kaplan,  were 
all  closed  the  day  of  Louis  Rubenstein’s 
funeral. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  George  Miner,  Chippewa  Falls, 
Wis.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  E.  L. 
Danielson,  Mabel,  Minn.;  Al  Svenson,  Wat- 
ertown, Minn.;  Louis  Handy,  Preston, 
Minn.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Power,  Wor- 
thington, Minn,  (en  route,  with  their  son, 
to  Florida  for  a vacation) ; Ed.  Greng, 
Spooner,  Minn.;  Cecil  Charvoneau,  Bald- 
win, Wis.,  and  O.  H.  Kursave,  Canistota, 
S.  D.  . . . Anton  Janssen,  veteran  Twin 
City  showman,  now  managing  Minnesota 
Amusement’s  Lyric,  this  week — to  be  exact 
on  January  13 — celebrated  his  birthday 
and  wedding  anniversary.  He  has  been  in 
the  show  business  for  21  years. 

Bob  Long,  M-G-M  home-office  auditor, 
a visitor  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  Bros, 
district  manager,  in  tovm  . . . Icy  pave- 
ments are  making  the  going  for  film  sales- 
men hazardous  throughout  the  territory 
. . . Salesman  Bill  Cameron  of  M-G-M 
frequently  quotes  Shakespeare  in  his  con- 
versations— sales  and  otherwise. 

Tom  Burke  of  Trailer-Made  visited  Des 
Moines,  la.,  on  business.  Bill  Shartin, 
Warner  Bros,  salesman,  also  there  New 
Year’s  eve  on  a social  visit  with  Mel  Evi- 
don, Columbia  branch  manager  . . . Joe 
Prill  and  Duane  Becker,  formerly  cashier 
and  booking  manager  for  Paramount  at 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  have  been  moved  to 
the  exchange  here  where  they’ll  handle 
South  Dakota  accounts  . . . Helen  Manion, 
secretary  to  Harold  Johnson,  Universal 
branch  manager,  celebrated  a birthday  . . . 
Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager,  back 
from  Los  Angeles,  singing  the  praises  of 
“Kentucky”  and  “Jesse  James,”  which  he 
saw  in  the  projection  room  while  at  Hol- 
lywood. Declares  they’re  sure-fire  box- 
office. 

RKO’s  “Gunga  Din,”  which  goes  into 
the  State  here  for  an  indefinite  run 
February  10,  is  being  booked  for  extended 
playing  time  over  the  entire  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  circuit,  according  to 
“Nickey”  Goldhammer. 
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Minneapolis  in  1938 


^OP  news  stories  out  of  Minneapolis  in 
1938,  recorded  month-by-month: 

JANUARY  — Northwest  Allied  Silver 
Jubilee  at  Hotel  Nicollet  . . . A1  Steffes 
turns  on  producers,  charging  them  with 
making  too  many  “turkeys”  . . . G-men 
look  over  the  northwest  theatre  situation. 

FEBRUARY  — Northwest  Allied  re-af- 
firms  fight  for  lower  film  rentals  . . . A1 
Steffes  urges  exchange  managers  to  work 
together  to  avoid  a price  war  ...  A Para- 
mount hearing  on  the  N.  D.  “divorce”  law 
is  set  for  March  1 at  Fargo. 

MARCH  — Paramount’s  hearing  post- 
poned to  March  8 . . . Some  Twin  City 
theatremen  threaten  duals  at  a dime  . . . 
Duals  are  out  of  the  State,  leaving  only 
one  house  in  the  loop  leading  a “double 
life.” 

APRIL — Giveway  fever  befalls  indepen- 
dents . . . Competitors  of  Baer  brothers 
decide  against  cutting  prices  and  duals 
. . . RKO  modified  its  50-50  “Snow  White” 
terms,  to  the  satisfaction  of  independents. 

MAY — A1  Steffes  flays  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  for  attacking  the  industry  . . . When 
several  theatre  owners  plan  to  testify  for 
Paramount  and  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  a rift  looms  in  independent  ranks 
on  the  N.  D.  “divorce”  question. 

JUNE — N.  D.  “divorce”  hearings  near 
an  end  in  federal  court  . . . A1  Steffes 
starts  the  ball  rolling  for  the  Neely  bill. 

JULY — The  State  Theatre  slashes  prices 
. . . Neighborhood  independents  start  dou- 
ble-featuring . . . Northwest  Allied  assails 
20th-Fox’s  selling  schedule  on  four  films. 

AUGUST — Allied  starts  punching  Ross 
Federal  around  . . . Exhibitors  unite  for 
the  “Greatest  Year”  drive  . . . Business 
takes  on  a brisk  tempo. 

SEPTEMBER — Exhibitors  get  behind  A1 
Steffes’  proposal  for  an  all-industry  “czar” 

. . . Minnesota  Amusement  relights  several 
dark  houses  . . . Downtown  houses  report 
better  business. 

OCTOBER — Boxoffice  tills  clink  their 
merriest  of  the  year  ...  A definite  con- 
struction surge  is  noted  . . . Independents 
feel  heartened  over  the  trade  practice 
parleys. 

NOVEMBER — The  federal  government 
is  reported  interested  in  stopping  “mercan- 
tiling”  in  theatre  . . . Allied  plans  a meet- 
ing to  ponder  “sneak”  dualling  problem. 

DECEMBER — A1  Steffes  threatens  10- 
cent  duals,  if  insufficient  product  is  forth- 
coming; he  bars  a Ross  checker  from  his 
World  ...  A theatre  operating  problem 
rocks  Allied  . . . The  Variety  Club  pushed 
a $25,000  drive  for  refugee  relief. 


Variety  Luncheon  Set 

Kansas  City — The  Variety  Club  will  hold 
its  first  luncheon  under  its  new  regime  in 
the  clubrooms,  Monday,  January  16,  at 
12:15  p.  m.  Chief  Barker  George  S.  Baker 
promises  a very  interesting  affair. 


Scripts  Dunne  Film 

Hollywood — “A  Modern  Cinderella,”  in 
which  Irene  Dunne  will  star  for  Univer- 
sal, will  be  scripted  by  Abem  Kandel. 


"Minny"  Trade  Mourns 
Rubensteins  Death 

Minneapolis — Film  circles  here  are 
mourning  the  loss  of  Louis  R.  Rubenstein, 
veteran  showman,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
53  after  a long  illness.  He  was  among  the 
Twin  City’s  most  highly  respected  and 
popular  theatre  owners. 

In  1911,  seven  years  after  he  came  to 
the  U.  S.  from  Russia,  Mr.  Rubenstein 
became  a partner  of  Abe  Kaplan  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Arion  Theatre,  Minne- 
apolis neighborhood  house.  That  partner- 
ship continued  until  his  death  at  which 
time  the  company  owned  and  operated  the 
Hollywood  Theatre  here  and  the  Dale  and 
Faust  theatres,  St.  Paul,  all  of  them  de 
luxe  houses. 

The  Arion  Theatre  was  sold  to  the  F&R 
circuit,  predecessors  of  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  in  1928.  The  company 
then  built  the  Granada,  another  local  de 
luxe  neighborhood  house,  which  was  leased 
to  F&R  by  whom  Mr.  Rubenstein  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years. 

The  deceased  is  survived  by  a widow 
and  three  sons.  One  of  the  sons,  Charles, 
and  Abe  Kaplan  will  continue  to  operate 
the  three  theatres. 

Showmen  s Father  Dies 
In  Kaycee  Hospital 

Kansas  City — Simon  Dubinsky,  father 
of  the  Dubinsky  brothers,  who  operate  the 
Dubinsky  group  of  theatres  in  Kansas  and 
Missouri,  died  at  Menorah  Hospital  after 
a year’s  illness.  He  was  82.  Born  in  Kiev. 
Russia,  Mr.  Dubinsky  came  to  America 
when  he  was  16.  For  40  years  he  was  in 
the  baking  business  at  Rock  Island,  111. 
His  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Dubinsky,  survives 
him;  three  daughters.  Miss  Violet  Dubin- 
sky, who  is  associated  with  the  theatres; 
Mrs.  Bertha  Schweitzer,  St.  Louis,  and 
Mrs.  Lena  Stein,  Rock  Island. 

Surviving  also  are  the  Dubinsky  broth- 
ers: Edward  Dubinsky-Durwood;  Barney 
and  Bill  Dubinsky  of  St.  Joseph,  and  Irwin 
of  Leavenworth. 


Extend  Carradine  Pact 

Hollywood  — John  Carradine’s  term 
acting  contract  at  20th-Fox  has  been  ex- 
tended. 


Sign  Broadway  Stars 

Hollywood — Lya  Lys  and  Fred  Taylor, 
from  the  Broadway  stage,  have  been  signed 
by  Warner  Bros. 


New  Robson  Contract 

Hollywood — May  Robson  has  a new 
Warner  Bros,  contract  to  appear  in  three 
films  annually. 


The  Eternal 
Chase 

Keokuk,  la. — Seen  on  the  Iowa  The- 
atre marquee  here: 

WOMAN  CHASES  MAN 
EVER  SINCE  EVE 


15  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Jan.  12,  1924) 
J^AYCEE’S  Idle  Hour  Theatre  soon  will 
pass  into  history  when  the  structure 
at  12th  and  Grand  Ave.  falls  before  a 
wrecking  crew.  The  corner  has  been 
leased  to  a clothing  concern  and  a mod- 
ern structure  will  be  erected  . . . Wichita, 
Kas.,  censors  have  barred  “Birth  of  a Na- 
tion” . . . Owner  A.  M.  Eisner,  Broadmour, 
notes  a business  improvement  in  the  re- 
cent hoUdays  as  compared  to  last  year. 

C.  V.  Hess,  formerly  with  Paramount,  is 
a new  addition  to  Goldwyn’s  sales  force 
. . . The  Auditorium  Theatre,  which  has 
been  housing  stock  companies,  soon  will 
darken  . . . Jerry  Curran  is  now  with  FN 
. . . Most  of  the  exchanges  are  expecting 
the  industry  to  hit  the  incline  now  that 
the  holidays  have  passed. 

Referring  to  K.  C.,  one  filmite  recently 
said:  “This  used  to  be  the  best  show  town 
in  the  country,  and  now  it  is  the  worst.” 

Cinema  Club  Bowlers  on 
Top  by  Single  Game 

Kansas  City — Cinema  Club,  whipping 
Cresswell  Photos  in  two  out  of  three 
matches,  is  leading  the  Variety  Bowling 
League  parade  by  the  scant  margin  of  one 
full  game. 

Finton  Jones  and  National  Screen  are 
tied  for  third  place,  four  games  behind 
Cinema  Club. 


RESULTS 

LAST  MONDAY 

Single  Games  Total 

W.  L. 

Barkers  

803 

843 

821  2467 

0 3 

Don  Davis  

878 

884 

907  2669 

3 0 

Film  Delivery  . . . . 

746 

837 

891  2474 

2 1 

Finton  Jones  

754 

813 

880  2447 

1 2 

Cinema  Cluh  

865 

864 

850  2579 

2 1 

Cresswell  Photos.  . . 

864 

844 

920  2628 

1 2 

National  Screen  . . . 

970 

912 

1008  2880 

2 1 

Dubinsky  Bros. 

910 

980 

845  2735 

1 2 

TEAM 

STANDINGS 

Won 

Lost 

Pet. 

Cinema  Club  

23 

13 

.639 

Cresswell  Photos 

. 22 

14 

.611 

Finton  Jones  

19 

17 

.528 

National  Screen 

19 

17 

..528 

Don  Davis  

17 

19 

.472 

Diil)insky  Bros. 

15 

21 

.417 

Film  Delivery  .... 

. 15 

21 

.417 

Barkers  

14 

22 

.589 

individual  high  scores 

I,<-on  Abraham,  599;  Walt  Lambader,  592; 
.lohn  Muchinore,  .576;  C.  Decker,  556;  George 
Friedel,  554;  Duncan,  551. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDULE 

Alleys 

Cinema  Club  vs.  Dubinsky  Bros 11  and  12 

Cressu  ell  Photos  vs.  Nat’l  Screen ....  13  and  14 

Don  Davis  vs.  Film  Delivery 15  and  16 

Finton  Jones  vs.  Barkers  17  and  18 

Pup-Giveaway  Stimulates 
A Jack  Benny  Starrer 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. — Properly  present- 
ed, a pup-giveaway  can  create  more  box- 
office  than  many  promotions  costing  more. 

Such  was  the  case  with  a wire-haired 
pooch  which  Roy  Cato  offered  at  the 
Broadway  here.  A special  tiein  with  Jack 
Benny  and  a plug  for  “Artists  and  Models,” 
helped  along  the  idea. 

A telegraphic  blowup  atop  the  dog- 
cage  read:  “Congratulations  on  your  new 
Broadway  Theatre  having  been  selected 
as  one  of  the  theatres  to  play  ‘Artists  and 
Models.’  I sincerely  hope  you  have  a suc- 
cessful engagement.  Have  arranged  to 
send  you  pedigreed  male  wire-haired  ter- 
rier as  a present  for  one  of  your  patrons. 
Jack  Benny.” 
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MPTO  OF  W. 
PROPOSED 


PENN,  "TIRED  OF  WAITING"  FOR 
CONCILIATION,  FORMS  LOCAL  DNIT 


Stop  Sunday  Shows 
In  Penn  Town 

New  Kensington,  Pa. — Police  stopped 
Sunday  exhibitions  at  theatres  here 
operated  by  Warner  Bros,  and  Bart 
Dattola.  A Sunday  reierendum  was 
defeated  here,  but  in  recent  months 
two  theatres  have  been  operating  and 
turning  over  a percentage  of  the  re- 
ceipts to  a charitable  organization. 


Open  Letters  Hit 
Sunday  Shows 

Pittsburgh — Striking  at  theatres  which 
offered  New  Year’s  Eve  midnight  (Sunday) 
shows  as  “law  despisers,”  the  Pittsburgh 
Catholic,  official  organ  of  the  Diocese  of 
Pittsburgh,  has  written  open  letters  of 
protest  to  Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of 
Warner  Bros.,  and  Will  H.  Hays,  president 
of  the  MPPDA,  both  of  whom  are  asked  to 
state  their  position. 

Pointing  out  that  the  Pennsylvania  Sun- 
day film  law  of  1935  prohibits  the  exhibi- 
tion of  motion  pictures  before  2 o’clock 
p.  m.  on  Sunday,  the  newspaper  puts  this 
question:  “Do  the  executive  officers  of 
Warner  Brothers  approve,  as  a matter  of 
policy,  this  flagrant,  deliberate  law-break- 
ing by  the  houses  it  operates?” 

The  open  letters  state  the  case  from  the 
local  angle,  where  there  was  considerable 
excitement  for  fifteen  hours  prior  to  the 
time  of  the  Sunday  shows.  (Tickets  were 
sold  up  to  within  a few  minutes  of  mid- 
night, the  theatre  boxoffices  were  then 
closed  as  the  shows  “went  on.”)  The 
Pittsburgh  Catholic  letters  refer  back  to 
before  the  state  referendum  act  and  points 
to  an  article  in  the  Motion  Picture  Herald 
of  March  16,  1935,  titled  “What  to  Do 
About  Sunday  Shows,”  written  by  the 
Pittsburgh  advertising  director  for  War- 
ner Bros.,  who  “explained  to  theatre  oper- 
ators how  to  successfully  carry  on  such 
violations,  with  or  without  the  connivance 
of  the  local  enforcement  officials.  The 
information  and  suggestions  contained  in 
the  article  were  notoriously  based  on  the 
experiences  of  Warner  Brothers  theatres.” 

“Even  now,”  the  Pittsburgh  Catholic 
charges,  “Warner  Bros,  are  defying  the 
law  in  a nearby  community  where  a pro- 
posal to  allow  Sunday  motion  pictures  was 
defeated  by  the  voters.” 

The  Warner  theatre  manager  at  Am- 
bridge.  Pa.,  was  the  first  arrested  for  Sun- 
day exhibition.  He  was  fined  $50  and 
costs  as  provided  in  the  act.  No  appeal 
w’as  taken.  Philadelphia  theatre  mana- 
gers arrested  for  giving  shows  after  mid- 


Group  Intends  to  Seek 
"Relief"  in  the  Many 
Trade  Squabbles 

Pittsburgh — “Tired  of  waiting  for  the 
proposed  ‘industry  machinery’  to  func- 
tion” and  with  more  exhibitor  pressure 
daily  for  “relief.”  due  to  the  unexpected 
business  slump  and  so-called  bad  busi- 
ness practices,  a conciliation  committee 
has  been  named  by  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
Inc.,  which  will  seek  to  aid  its  members 
in  distress. 

Bennett  Amdur,  Pittsburgh;  E.  T.  Bee- 
dle,  Canonsburg,  and  Fred  J.  Herrington, 
local  Allied  secretary,  have  been  named  to 
serve  on  the  conciliation  committee,  with 
M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president,  acting  ex- 
officio  on  the  committee. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  new  unit  will 
function  not  only  in  cases  involving  ex- 
hibitors and  distributors,  but  with  ex- 
hibitor squabbles  among  themselves. 

More  details  on  proposed  simplification 
of  the  distributor  trade  practice  conces- 
sion proposals  is  carried  by  Boxoffice  in 
this  issue  on  page  5. 


night  New  Year’s  Eve,  were  discharged 
and  were  not  fined. 

Advertised  shows  for  various  cities  and 
communities  were  cancelled  when  local 
enforcement  officers  notified  that  the  law 
would  be  enforced. 

The  city  police  department  was  awaiting 
instructions  from  the  legal  depaitment 
and  from  the  mayor  before  proceeding 
against  theatres  which  operated  New 
Year’s  Eve  shows.  The  mayor  indicated 
that  he  would  not  order  prosecutions,  but 
that  an  explanatory  statement  might  be 
forthcoming. 


Warner  Shifts  Wild 

Butler,  Pa. — Bert  G.  Wild,  WB  theatre 
manager  at  Erie,  Pa.,  for  12  years,  has 
been  transferred  here  as  manager  of  the 
Butler  Theatre. 


Plan  a Campaign  to 
Repeal  M.  P.  Act 

Hcrrisburg,  Pa. — ^The  Lord's  Day  Al- 
liance of  Pennsylvania  will  forward  a 
campaign  to  have  the  motion  picture 
act  of  1935  repealed.  This  information 
was  obtained  by  a BOXOFFICE  re- 
porter. Rev.  William  B.  Forney,  gen- 
eral secretary  of  the  Alliance,  states 
the  local  referendum  law  is  unfair.  It 
is  believed  that  he  would  favor  a 
state-wide  vote  on  the  issue. 


"Movie  Picnics"  Run 
Not  Advertised 

Pittsburgh — The  “Movie  Picnics,"  5 
and  6 hour  Saturday  shows,  which 
were  supposed  to  have  been  discon- 
tinued in  the  local  territory,  are  still 
being  offered  at  certain  theatres,  it  is 
reported  to  the  MPTO  office  here.  The 
long  programs  are  not  advertised  in 
newspapers  but  are  on  the  screen. 

Allied  Is  on  Guard 
In  Legislature 

Pittsburgh — Allied  exhibitors  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  have  a state-wide  legislative 
committee  as  the  result  of  a meeting  of 
the  directors  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc., 
last  Friday  afternoon. 

Local  legislative  committee  will  remain 
the  same  as  in  past  years.  This  important 
three-man  committee  includes  William  L. 
Brown,  Tarentum,  chairman,  William  J. 
Walker,  Crafton,  and  Fred  J.  Herrington, 
secretary  of  the  MPTO.  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
president  of  the  association  here,  will  serve 
in  an  ex-officio  capacity  with  the  state- 
wide committee  which  will  be  named  at  an 
early  date. 

In  conjunction  with  a committee  of  ex- 
hibitors from  the  eastern  end  of  the  state, 
to  be  appointed,  the  local  group  will  ar- 
range a meeting  with  representatives  of 
the  newly  organized  Allied  unit  which  will 
headquarter  at  Philadelphia,  and  from 
such  conference  will  emerge  a state-wide 
committee. 

Purpose  of  the  move  is  to  facilitate  ac- 
tion in  legislative  matters.  Whether  this 
group  has  any  particular  legislation  which 
it  wishes  forwarded  is  not  determined. 
With  a state-wide  legislative  committee 
on  the  job  it  is  felt  that  adverse  meas- 
ures can  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
more  exhibitors,  and  in  shorter  time,  and 
that  such  bills  can  be  fought  more  inten- 
sely than  in  past  years. 

The  new  Allied  organization  at  Phila- 
delphia has  appointed  Sidney  Samuelson, 
former  national  president,  as  business 
manager.  He  will  serve  as  an  ex-officio 
member  of  the  new  Pennsylvania  exhibi- 
tor legislative  committee. 


Dudelson  UA  Head 

Cincinnati — Harris  Dudelson,  for  the 
past  six  years  a salesman  in  the  United 
Artists  exchange  here,  has  been  appointed 
branch  manager,  succeeding  Max  Stahl, 
who  has  resigned. 
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AFL,  CIO  Actors 
Locals  in  Feud 

Pittsburgh — The  feud  between  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Actors,  AFL,  and  CIO’s 
newly  chartered  United  Entertainers’ 
Local  Industrial  Union  continues  here, 
with  George  LaRay,  representative  of  the 
former  union,  serving  notice  on  members 
they  will  risk  fine,  suspension  or  both  if 
they  appear  on  the  same  bill  with  CIO 
entertainers.  LaRay  published  a list  of 
“unfair”  entertainers,  those  connected  with 
CIO  including  its  five  principal  officers, 
and  warned  they  cannot  share  the  same 
spotlight.  Spots  which  employ  CIO  enter- 
tainers will  be  picketed  by  the  AFA,  ac- 
cording to  LaRay. 


3 West  Virginia  Theatres 
Damaged  by  Flames 

Pittsburgh — Damaging  fire  swept  three 
West  Virginia  theatres  last  week,  with 
complete  information  unavailable  here  at 
press  time. 

Avalon  Theatre,  Montgomery,  operated 
by  the  Kayton  Theatres,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  of  undetermined  origin.  Haughton 
and  McKay,  who  have  other  theatre  in- 
terests in  West  Virginia  and  western 
Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  a second  house 
at  Montgomery,  are  said  to  be  planning  to 
rebuild  on  the  site  of  the  Avalon. 

One  of  the  Alpine  circuit  houses  at 
Wellsburg  was  gutted  by  fire  with  esti- 
mated damages  unknown  here. 

Less  severe  damage  was  suffered  at 
Riverside  where  the  theatre’s  booth  was 
swept  by  fire,  with  destruction  of  equip- 
ments and  films  the  reported  major  items 
of  loss.  After  replacement  and  remodeling 
this  house  was  scheduled  for  reopening 
this  week.  It  is  a W.  B.  Urling  circuit 
theatre. 


GN  Appoints  Louis  Patz 
To  Cleveland  Helm 

Cleveland — Louis  Patz,  former  Grand 
National  branch  manager  in  Milwaukee, 
has  been  appointed  head  of  the  GN  ex- 
change in  Cleveland,  succeeding  John 
Himmelein  who  has  resigned  the  post. 

Patz,  who  has  been  connected  with  Edu- 
cational, Warner,  RKO  and  Universal,  for 
whom  he  was  branch  manager  in  Des 
Moines,  has  been  with  GN  since  its  incep- 
tion. 

Himmelein  left  the  end  of  the  week  to 
join  his  brother,  Art,  in  Sarasota,  Fla.  He 
will  announce  his  plans  for  the  future 
upon  his  return. 


Storm  Closes  Theatre 

Detroit  — The  Delft  Theatre  at  Iron 
River,  Mich.,  was  forced  to  remain  closed 
last  Friday,  when  a severe  ice  storm  de- 
stroyed electric  wires.  This  is  the  first 
such  occurrence  in  20  years,  despite  the 
usually  heavy  winter  storms  of  the  Upper 
Peninsula. 


Admission  Tax  Proposal  Is 
Before  Detroit  Council 


Detroit — A tax  on  theatre  admissions 
for  the  City  of  Detroit — a unique  move  for 
the  municipality — is  proposed  by  the 
emergency  finance  committee  here.  Pro- 
posal is  that  a sales  or  “luxury”  tax  be 
imposed  upon  admissions,  cigarettes,  meals, 
and  cosmetics. 

Council  President  Edward  J.  Jeffries  jr. 
strongly  opposed  the  idea,  and  sentiment 
in  the  council  itself  is  divided.  The  meas- 
ure would  require  petitioning  by  the  coun- 
cil for  an  enabling  act  from  the  state 
legislature,  now  in  session,  and  the  situa- 
tion is  being  closely  watched  by  local 
showmen. 


Meg  to  Crane  Wilbur 

Hollywood — In  his  first  directorial  as- 
signment, Crane  Wilbur  has  been  set  to 
meg  "Hero  for  a Day”  at  WB. 


"The  Making  of  a Film" 
Shown  at  a Store 

Pittsburgh — A novel  exhibition,  “The 
Making  of  a Film,”  was  viewed  by  thous- 
ands of  visitors  at  the  Joseph  Horne  Co. 
store.  Assembled  by  the  New  York  Mu- 
seum of  Modern  Art,  this  is  the  first 
major  exhibition  of  the  Museum’s  Film 
Library.  In  clearcut  and  graphic  fash- 
ion, it  depicts  “how  movies  are  born,” 
from  original  idea  to  sneak  preview  of 
the  finished  picture.  Selznick  Interna- 
tional’s “The  Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer” 
is  used  as  the  basis  of  the  exhibit. 

Among  the  items  of  the  display  were 
early  editions  of  Mark  Twain’s  book,  the 
original  movie  script,  talent  scouts’  re- 
ports, censorship  correspondence,  makeup 
for  Technicolor,  and  actual  “props”  used 
in  the  film. 


Pictures  With  a Star — 

Jane  Withers’  week’s  engagement  at  the  Alvin  Theatre  in  Pittsburgh  pro- 
vided the  local  20th-Fox  exchange  with  the  pleasure  of  a visit  by  the  com- 
pany’s starlet.  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  sales  chief  for  the  office,  and  Al  Weiss, 
popular  McKeesport  exhibitor,  are  "featured”  with  the  star  in  the  top  photo. 
In  the  lower  left  corner  Jane  has  the  field  to  herself  and  on  the  right  Bob 
Kdngensmith  of  Boxoffice  proves  humorous  to  the  smiling  trouper. 
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I^R.  AND  MRS.  WALTER  THOMAS  an- 
nounce the  engagement  of  their 
daughter,  Miss  Mary  Jane  Thomas,  to 
Leroy  Hoon,  son  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
Hoon,  of  Monongahela,  Pa.  The  “Girl”  is 
the  telephone  operator  at  the  Republic 
exchange  and  the  “Boy”  is  employed  at 
the  Vitagraph  exchange.  It’s  a real  Film- 
row  romance. 

Mrs.  David  Left,  wife  of  the  Metropol- 
itan exhibitor,  Bloomfield,  is  at  Monte- 
fiore  Hospital  where  she  underwent  an 
operation  this  week  . . . Joe  Mercer,  War- 
wood,  W.  Va.,  exhibitor,  sprained  an  ankle 
Monday  and  was  given  first-aid  at  the 
2Qth-Fox  shipping  room  . . . Major  Bowes’ 
“Winners  of  1939”  unit  opens  at  the  Stan- 
ley on  January  20;  Ted  Weems’  date  here 
is  February  3 . . . Harry  Seed  says  we  were 
in  error  in  stating  that  he  contemplates  a 
vacation  at  this  time. 

As  special  exploitation  in  connection 
with  the  opening  at  the  Fulton  on  Febru- 
ary 6 of  “Tailspin,”  20th-Fox  will  send  a 
delegation  of  famed  women  fliers  here. 
They  will  arrive  at  the  county  airport,  de- 
liver the  print  and  engage  in  numerous 
social  activities. 

Fuzzy  Knight,  film  hillbilly  and  “scat’’ 
singer,  who  appeared  on  the  stage  of  the 
Stanley  Theatre  this  week,  visited  the  old 
home  town  of  Fairmount,  W.  Va.,  and  set 
the  community  on  its  ear  . . . Bill  Finkel, 
south  side  exhibitor,  was  in  charge  of  the 
elaborate  banquet  Wednesday  night  at  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  which  honored  Car- 
negie Tech’s  football  squad.  Numerous 
film  men  and  exhibitors  were  in  attend- 
ance. 

James  McHugh,  formerly  assistant 
manager  at  the  WB  Enright,  is  the  new 
manager  at  the  circuit’s  Regal  Theatre, 
Wilkinsburg,  succeeding  Art  Braun,  re- 
signed. McHugh  served  for  several  weeks 
at  Fairmount,  W.  Va.,  before  being  as- 
signed to  Wilkinsburg. 

William  L.  Brown,  Tarentum  exhibitor 
who  served  several  terms  in  the  legisla- 
ture, was  in  Harrisburg  for  the  opening  of 
the  1939  session  of  the  general  assembly, 
and  he  will  return  there  Tuesday  for  the 
induction  of  Republican  Governor-Elect 
Arthur  H.  James  into  office.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  local  exhibitor  organization’s 
legislative  committee. 

Frank  J.  Harris,  theatre  executive  and 
Allegheny  County  Republican  chairman, 
announced  this  week  that  he  will  not  be 
a candidate  for  his  old  place  in  the  state 
senate  in  the  45th  district.  His  family 
objects.  He  was  resting  at  a hospital  this 
week  catching  up  with  his  work  . . . James 
G.  Balmer,  Harris  circuit  executive,  was 
at  St.  Francis  Hospital  this  week  where 
he  underwent  a throat  operation. 

Perry  Nathan,  National  Screen  Acces- 
sories’ field  executive,  was  a visitor  with 
Jack  Judd,  NSS’s  local  manager  . . . A.  E. 
Klein  and  William  H.  Trunick,  RCA  sales 
managers  at  Chicago  and  Indianapolis,  re- 
spectively, and  both  formerly  of  this  city 
with  the  same  organization,  were  here  over 
the  weekend.  With  William  C.  Jervis,  local 
sales  manager,  they  departed  early  this 

(Continued  on  page  66) 


Edgar  Shafier  Finishes 
Slippery  Rock  Plans 

Slippery  Rock,  Pa.  — Plans  are  com- 
pleted for  construction  of  a modern  the- 
atre here  for  Edgar  E.  Shaffer,  with  work 
expected  to  be  started  within  a few  weeks. 

Shaffer  was  reported  in  Harrisburg  last 
week  seeking  approval  of  his  plans  from 
the  department  of  labor  and  industry. 

The  proposed  theatre  will  be  known  as 
the  Roxy,  it  is  understood,  and  will  seat 
450. 

Shaffer  is  well  remembered  here  as  a 
theatre  manager  at  Vandergrift,  Pa.,  for 
William  Lipsie  and  Michael  Manos. 


James  Balmer  Observes 
20  Years  in  Trade 

Pittsburgh — James  G.  Balmer,  Harris 
Amusement  Co.  executive,  will  cele’orate 
his  13th  anniversary  in  show  business  on 
February  9. 

“Jimmy”  started  on  that  date  back  in 
1909  as  a secretary  to  Harry  Davis  and 
the  late  Hon.  John  P.  Harris,  pioneers 
in  exhibition. 

He  is  socially  prominent  here  and  one 
of  the  city’s  oldest  showmen  in  point  of 
service.  Genial  “Jimmy”  is  a hard  worker 
for  the  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  1,  and  the 
national  Variety  Clubs  of  America. 


When  You  Thinli  of 

SERIALS 

Think  Only  of 

REPUBLIC 


THE  LONE  RANGER  RIDES  AGAIN 
(in  other  words  "Hi  Yo  Silver!") 

DICK  TRACY'S  G-MEN 

DAREDEVILS  OF  THE  RED  CIRCLE 


ZORRO'S  FIGHTING  LEGION 

Republic  Pictures  Corp. 

OF  PITTSBURGH 

JAS.  H.  ALEXANDER,  Mgr. 

1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies  ATlantic  4858 


BOXOFTICE  ::  January  14,  1939 


63 


IkClIEMTIUCKY, 


pROM  all  appearances,  a longer  show  was 
the  only  thing  that  kept  20th-Fox’s 
“Kentucky”  from  breaking  the  house  rec- 
ord at  the  Rialto  in  Louisville,  a record 
established  by  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs.”  While  “Kentucky”  packed  them 
in  during  a ten-day  showing,  it  was  im- 
possible to  squeeze  in  as  many  runs  dur- 
ing the  engagement  because  of  the  longer 
program.  The  film  completed  its  second 
week  at  the  Strand  Friday.  Last  reports 
from  that  house  were  that  the  ticket  office 
was  working  overtime. 

Robert  L.  Harned,  formerly  assistant  to 
F.  Shirley  Wilcox  at  Switow’s  Grand  and 
Indiana  theatres  at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  is  an 
executive  now  of  a corporation  otvning  a 
chain  of  small  houses  in  southern  Indiana 
and  Ohio  . . . Ben  Joel  jr.,  a booker  from 
Loew’s  Neiv  York  offices,  was  a recent 
Louisville  visitor. 

A.  H.  Robertson,  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic at  Springfield,  was  in  Louisville  to 
figure  on  a new  front  for  his  house  . . . 
George  Settos  of  the  Settos  chain,  In- 
dianapolis, was  in  to  see  Wilbur  Fry,  man- 
ager of  the  chain’s  Louisville  house,  the 
Ohio. 

J.  S.  Haddeji  of  the  Falls  City  Theatre 


Equipment  Co.  announced  a novel  con- 
struction department  will  be  added  soon 
to  supply  theatres  with  ready-built  fronts, 
boxoffices  and  assorted  trimmings.  J.  V. 
Greer,  Louisville  contractor  who  sold  the 
company  on  the  idea,  will  head  the  de- 
partment. He  plans  to  employ  cabinet 
makers  for  the  work,  and  icill  use  mate- 
rials consisting  chiefly  of  tile  board,  fibre 
board  and  chrome  trimmings. 

A News  of  the  Day  short,  featuring 
touchdown  runs  in  Louisville  Manual’s 
victory  over  New  Britain,  Conn.,  for  the 
Nation’s  high  school  football  champion- 
ship, gave  a local  touch  to  Loew’s  bill  last 
week  and  reflected  pleasingly  in  the  box- 
office. 

Miss  Charlotte  Sumner,  Louisville  girl 
who  has  been  playing  in  the  current  mu- 
sical, “Great  Lady,”  has  returned  from 
New  York  to  spend  a few  weeks  . . . The 
Little  Theatre  Co.  of  Louisville  resumed 
work  last  week  on  “All  the  Living,”  which 
will  go  on  January  30  at  the  Playhouse. 

William  Quinn,  sales  manager  of  the 
Falls  City  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  was  out 
of  the  city  a few  days  attending  a funeral 
in  the  family. 


Two  Veteran  Pitt 
Film  Men  Dead 

Pittsburgh — Death  visited  two  pioneers 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  here  a few 
hours  apart  to  sadden  the  hearts  of  both 
the  “old  timers”  and  the  members  of  the 
industry  of  today. 

Both  of  the  deceased  were  engaged  in 
this  industry  before  1905. 

Walter  T.  Kinson 

Bookkeeper  for  the  Pittsburgh  Calcium 
Light  and  Film  Co.,  the  pioneering  film 
enterprise  established  by  the  father  of 
Richard  A.  Rowland,  Walter  T.  Kinson 
remained  with  this  company  through  the 
early  years  of  the  nineteen  hundreds. 
When  General  Film  Co.  purchased  this 
and  all  other  film  distributing  companies 
in  1910.  he  was  retained  and  promoted 
to  the  position  as  manager.  Later  he 
was  manager  for  Mutual  Film  Co.  and 
was  connected  with  other  companies  until 
about  20  years  ago.  In  1918  he  joined 
the  Dyke  Motor  Supply  Co.  of  Pittsburgh 
and  remained  with  this  firm  until  his 
death,  at  which  time  he  was  chief  auditor. 

Kinson  was  found  dead  January  4 in  his 
car  in  his  garage,  the  motor  running  and 
the  radio  playing.  He  was  in  his  54th  year. 
Surviving  are  his  widow,  his  father,  and 
one  sister. 

William  E.  Kirsch 

For  34  years  William  E.  Kirsch  was  well 
known  in  the  motion  picture  industry  of 
Pittsburgh. 

In  1905  he  was  connected  with  the  Harry 
Davis  Theatres  here,  going  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  Columbia  Film  Co.  in  1909. 


The  next  year  he  went  with  General  Film 
Co.  and  was  manager  of  one  of  its  two 
local  branch  exchanges.  With  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Rowland  & Clark  Theatres’ 
circuit  in  1915  he  joined  this  organiza- 
tion and  was  booking  executive  for  many 
years.  He  remained  here  through  the 
purchase  of  the  circuit  by  the  Stanley- 
Davis-Clark  interests,  but  was  replaced 
when  Warner  Bros,  took  over  about  a 
decade  ago.  For  the  past  ten  years  “Bill” 
Kirsch  had  been  employed  as  a theatre 
checker  for  various  film  companies,  Ross 
Federal  Service,  and  in  recent  years  for 
Lcew’s,  Inc. 

Several  months  ago  he  suffered  a heart 
attack,  but  when  he  was  well  enough  he 
returned  to  his  theatre  checking  duties. 
Ten  days  before  his  death  he  fell  ill  again. 
He  died  Thursday  morning,  January  5,  at 
the  family  home,  1690  Morningside  Ave., 
E.  E.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
Sunday  afternoon.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Emma  A.  Trenze  Kirsch,  whom  he 
met  and  married  back  in  the  days  of  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Columbia  Film  Co., 
where  both  were  employed,  and  by  two 
sons,  Richard  W.  and  Charles  F.  Kirsch. 


Ushers  Nab  Bandit 

Louisville  — Two  ushers  captured  a 
youthful  bandit  here  last  Monday,  five 
minutes  after  he  obtained  $42  in  a box- 
office  holdup  at  the  Brown  Tlieatre.  He 
was  identified  by  Miss  Bessie  Grisham, 
cashier,  and  arrested  on  a charge  of  armed 
robbery. 


Projectionist  Dead 

Louisville — Harry  B.  Hughes  sr.,  62, 
projectionist,  is  dead  here  of  pneumonia. 
One  of  the  organizers  of  the  local  lATSE 
chapter,  he  had  been  a projectionist  for 
about  30  years. 


Vendola  Corp.  Suit 
Is  Progressing 

Cleveland — Suit  is  being  heard  in  com- 
mon pleas  court  by  Judge  Walter  Mc- 
Mahon in  which  the  Vendola  Corp.  of 
New  York  asks  $50,000  damages  from  the 
Berio  Vending  Co.,  Max  Shenker,  local 
Berio  sales  representative,  and  Ernest 
Schwartz,  exhibitor,  attorney  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Cleveland  M.  P.  Exhibitors 
Ass’n.  The  charges  are  that  Shenker,  while 
still  in  the  employ  of  the  Vendola  Corp., 
persuaded  approximately  50  theatre  own- 
ers to  break  their  Vendola  contracts. 

Shenker  denied  all  charges  and  claimed 
he  did  not  know  of  any  contracts  exist- 
ing between  the  theatre  owners  and  the 
Vendola  Corp.  Schwartz  disclaims  any 
participation  in  the  transactions. 

Last  week  the  plaintiff  presented  its 
case  through  its  legal  representative,  C.  R. 
Adrion.  The  defendants  will  be  heard  in 
court  next  week.  The  law  firm  of  Bulk- 
ley,  Hauxhurst,  Inglis  and  Sharp,  Bulk- 
ley  Bldg.,  represent  the  Berio  Vending  Co. 
Ernest  Schwartz,  Williamson  Bldg.,  is 
representing  himself  and  Max  Shenker. 


Schultz  and  Onie  Buy  4 
Geo,  O'Brien  Reissues 

Cleveland  — Nate  Schultz,  Monogram 
franchise  owner,  has  bought  four  George 
O’Brien  reissues  for  northern  Ohio  and 
Bill  Onie.  who  owns  the  southern  Ohio 
Monogram  franchise,  has  bought  them  for 
his  territory.  They  are  “Dude  Ranger,”  a 
Zane  Grey  tale;  “When  a Man’s  a Man,” 
story  by  Harold  Bell  Wright;  ‘"The  Cowboy 
Millionaire”  and  “Hide  Rock  Harrigan.” 

They  will  be  released  at  the  rate  of  one 
a month  starting  January  15  with  “Dude 
Ranger.” 


Rosenbaum  and  Frew 
To  "U"  Sales  Stall 

Cleveland — Joe  Engel,  manager  of  the 
local  Universal  exchange,  announced  a 
change  in  the  sales  personnel  of  his  office. 
George  Rosenbaum,  manager  of  the  Cleve- 
land GB  exchange  until  its  recent  aban- 
donment, and  James  Frew,  formerly  with 
Universal  in  Washington,  have  been  ap- 
pointed as  successors  to  Harry  Dixon  and 
Jack  Withers,  who  have  resigned. 

Several  NTS  Promotions 
Made  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — L.  H.  Walters,  manager  of 
the  local  office  of  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co,,  has  announced  a series  of  pro- 
motions and  one  new  appointment. 

Tommy  Baird,  office  manager,  steps  up 
to  a sales  position  covering  the  western 
half  of  the  territory.  He  succeeds  M.  H. 
Fritchle.  John  Watts  is  promoted  from 
bookkeeper  to  office  manager  and  D.  T. 
Coumeig,  a newcomer  into  the  field,  has 
been  appointed  to  take  over  Watts’  duties. 
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Cleveland  News 
10  Best  Listed 

Cleveland — Cleveland  film  fans,  with  the 
help  of  the  News  and  that  newspaper’s 
photoplay  editor,  Arthur  Spaeth,  have  se- 
lected their  own  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  the 
year.  They  are : 

1.  Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs 
(RKO) 

2.  You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You  (Col) 

3.  Boys  Town  (M-G-M) 

4.  Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band  (20th- 
Pox) 

5.  Marie  Antoinette  (M-G-M) 

6.  In  Old  Chicago  (20th-Fox) 

7.  Citadel  (M-G-M) 

8.  Jezebel  (Warner) 

9.  Four  Daughters  (Warner) 

10.  Robin  Hood  (Warner) 

This  leaves  M-G-M  and  Warner  tied 
with  three  popular  favorites,  20th-Fox  with 
two  winners  and  RKO  and  Columbia  with 
one  each. 


Two  Pittsburgh  Critics 
Name  "10  Best"  Films 

Pittsburgh — And  still  they  come,  the 
“10  best’’  of  1938,  as  selected  by  William 
J.  Lewis,  local  dean  of  drama  critics,  of 
the  Sun-Telegraph,  and  Karl  Krug  of  the 
same  paper. 

Lewis  lists:  “Robin  Hood,”  “The  Cita- 
del,” “Pour  Daughters,”  “A  Man  to  Re- 
member,” A Slight  Case  of  Murder,” 
‘Snow  White,”  “Three  Comrades,”  “To  the 
Victor,”  “You  Can't  Take  It  With  You,” 
“Young  in  Heart.”  Classifying  the  Walt 
Disney  creation  in  a column  to  itself, 
Lewis  gave  top  honor  and  second  place  to 
English-made  pictures,  “The  Citadel”  and 
“To  the  Victor,”  respectively. 

Krug  selected:  “Snow  White,”  “Robin 
Hood,”  “A  Slight  Case  of  Murder,”  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  “Boys  Town,” 
“Of  Human  Hearts,”  “Holiday,”  ‘"The  Cit- 
adel,” “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,”  “To 
the  Victor.”  The  last  mentioned  gave 
Krug  the  greatest  pleasure  during  the  year. 

Best  foreign  language  film  was  a toss- 
up  between  “Grand  Illusion”  and  “Life 
Dances  On,”  according  to  Krug. 

Detroit  Variety  Will 
Fete  Ray  Schreiber 

Detroit — Ray  Schreiber  will  be  official 
guest  of  honor  at  Variety  Club’s  current 
Saturday  frolic.  The  event  is  being  des- 
ignated as  Colonial  Theatre  Day,  with  the 
orchestra  and  entire  stage  show  of  the 
house  slated  to  be  on  hand.  Frank  Stew- 
art, manager  of  Schreiber’s  circuit,  will 
assist  on  arrangements. 


Theatre  lor  Schulte 

Detroit — Contemplated  plans  are  re- 
ported for  construction  of  a new  1,000- 
seat  house  near  Center  Line,  Mich.,  for 
William  J.  Schulte.  Johnson  Construction 
Co.  of  Birmingham,  Mich.,  is  announced  as 
the  contractor. 


QOL.  PAUL  KRIEGER,  Andy  Niedenthal, 
Maury  White,  John  Allan,  Joe  Goetz, 
and  Mike  Greenberg  were  elected  trustees 
for  Queen  City  Variety  Club.  Pop  Wessel 
and  Allan  Moritz  continue  in  the  office. 
A series  of  weekly  socials,  on  Saturday 
nights,  are  being  sponsored  by  Elmer 
Shard,  in  charge  of  entertainment. 

Drives  are  in  order.  Republic  inaugu- 
rates the  Nat  Lefton  Sales  Contest,  Feb- 
ruary 1 to  April  1,  with  big  cash  prizes 
for  the  lucky  winners,  according  to  Max 
Margolis.  Columbia  opens  the  Personal 
Achievement  Drive,  high  wide  and  hand- 
some, with  pictures  of  all  the  sales  repre- 
sentatives adorning  stickers,  cards,  and 
special  ballyhoo. 

M-G-M’s  J.  J.  Maloney  and  J.  E.  Flynn 
were  here  for  a conference  with  E.  M. 
Booth  and  personnel  . . . Art  Miller,  Point 
Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  spent  a week  in  Cincy 
shopping  on  the  Row.  Sol  Bragan  and  the 
Warner  Tlieatre  crew  were  also  here. 
Frank  Mandros,  Rubel,  Logan;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Louis  A.  Martin,  Palace,  Gloucester, 
and  James  Howe,  Carrolton,  Ky.,  also  vis- 
ited. 

Harold  Stevens,  well  known  here,  and 
recently  at  Portland,  Ore.,  is  now  Para- 
mount’s Indianapolis  business  manager 
. . . Al  Sugarman,  RKO,  returned  from 
Florida,  leaving  his  son  Charles  at  school 
in  the  southern  state  . . . Leonard  Katz, 
RKO  assistant  manager  of  accessories. 


^ALTER  W.  FULLER  of  the  Detroit 
News  and  Joseph  Maloney  of  the  Free 
Press  gave  generous  space  in  their  papers 
to  the  annual  reports  of  Bill  Flemion’s 
Vai’iety  Welfare  expenditures. 

George  W.  Sampson  is  proudly  survey- 
ing the  steel  skeleton  of  his  new  Esquire 
Theatre  and  is  laying  plans  for  a gala 
opening  a few  months  hence. 

Stanley  W.  Williamson,  formerly  assist- 
ant head  of  the  retail  training  department 
of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Service,  has  been 
placed  on  the  executive  contact  staff  at 
New  York,  where  his  new  duties  will  in- 
clude general  charge  of  retail  sales  train- 
ing meetings  for  manufacturers  using  slide 
films. 

Walter  T.  Blackington,  head  of  the  Dine- 
Out  Co.  here,  has  temporarily  given  up  his 
plans  to  buy  a theatre,  and  is  now  active 
in  the  air  conditioning  field. 

Lloyd  C.  Rudy,  manager  of  the  Highland 
Park  Conservatory,  returned  to  the  book- 
ing agency  field  here,  from  which  he  has 
been  absent  since  1937.  He  will  specialize 
in  musical  bookings,  as  well  as  general  the- 
atrical and  vaudeville. 

R.  L.  Birchfield,  who  runs  the  Palace 
Theatre  No.  2,  is  another  of  the  filmites 
who  is  badly  bitten  by  the  camera  craze. 
He  has  an  ultra-special  candid  camera, 
and  has  samples  of  his  own  work  up 


lost  his  father  last  week  . . . Al  Hobt, 
M-G-M’s  cashier,  also  lost  his  father. 

Jerry  Marks  succeeds  Sam  Haber  as 
Universal  W.  Va.,  representative  . . . Jack 
Frisch  is  the  proud  father  of  a baby  girl, 
born  December  27  . . . Ross  Williams  has 
named  his  twin  sons,  Tim  and  Tom  . . . 
Andy  Hettisheimer  is  leaving  for  Florida 
waters  early  in  February. 

Herman  Booth  is  reported  now  associated 
with  National  Screen  Service.  Booth  for- 
merly managed  GB’s  local  office  . . . 
M-G-M  suffered  by  sickness  this  week. 
Their  Martha  Hennel  is  hospitalized.  Milt 
Jacobs  is  down  with  the  influenza.  Shipper 
Clark  Millard  had  an  appendectomy,  and 
Alice  Mowthorp  was  also  operated  on  for 
appendicitis,  and  received  several  blood 
transfusions  from  the  personnel,  mclud- 
ing  one  from  Katherine  Mersch.  Miss 
Mowthorp’ s condition  is  serious. 

Neal  Knoepfle,  son  of  Rudy  Knoepfle, 
is  now  connected  with  Republic  in  the 
booking  department.  Sam  Oshrey,  for- 
merly with  GB,  has  joined  Big  Feature 
Rights  as  Kentucky  representative.  Joe 
Goldberg  is  transferred  to  the  Tennessee 
territory  . . . Lee  Goldberg,  Big  Features, 
departed  for  Florida  and  a fortnight’s 
rest.  On  his  return,  Goldberg  announced, 
he  will  take  over  the  quarters  in  Cleve- 
land, recently  vacated  by  Grand  National, 
for  a Cleveland  office  for  Big  Feature 
Rights. 


around  the  theatre.  One  of  his  specialties 
is  portraits  of  dogs. 

Says  Bill  Carlson  regarding  Variety’s 
installation  banquet  Monday,  “The  chow 
will  please  the  gastronomic  tastes  of  the 
most  fastidious  connoisseur  of  what  con- 
stitutes good  grub”  . . . Carlson  puts  on  a 
plea  for  tuxedos  for  all  officers  at  the 
banquet.  Made  a New  Year’s  resolution, 
or  something. 

M.  M.  Kurlan,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Panorama  and  other  houses  in  Chicago, 
has  come  to  Detroit  to  manage  the  Bea- 
con Theatre,  headquarters  house  of  the 
London  Circuit.  Last  ynanager  listed  for 
the  Beaeon  was  Wallace  Corey  . . . Thomas 
Picha  is  celebrating  his  fifth  year  as  man- 
ager of  William  Schulte’s  Carlton  Theatre. 

Gustave  W.  Funk,  general  manager  of 
the  Great  Lakes,  has  made  a family  enter- 
prise of  the  house.  His  two  sons,  Thomas 
and  Hazen,  assist  in  the  management. 
Saturday  matinees  for  youngsters  are  so 
good  that  Hazen  has  to  check  his  own 
youngster  in  the  office  when  the  show 
breaks,  so  he  won’t  get  lost  in  the  mob! 

Claude  A.  Dock,  manager  of  the  Dox 
Theatre,  contrary  to  practice  of  many 
showmen,  is  celebrating  100  Nights — con- 
secutive— that  he  has  not  been  on  hand 
for  opening  of  his  house.  He  has  a busi- 
ness as  a builder  as  well,  and  is  plenty 
busy  in  that  field  during  regular  business 
hours. 
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IT’S  a sign  of  optimism — that  Sam  Stock- 
er, official  of  Associated  Theatres  Cir- 
cuit, has  closed  his  desk  and  has  gone  to 
Miami  Beach  for  a three-month  vacation 
— and  that  Abe  Shulman  of  the  Utopia 
Theatre,  Painesville,  and  the  Lexington 
Tlieatre,  Cleveland,  has  gone  to  the  same 
place  and  for  the  same  purpose.  But  just 
to  make  the  vacation  more  interesting, 
Shulman  shipped  his  car  down  to  the 
Florida  resort  so  that  he  can  drive  over 
to  Hollywood  to  visit  M.  B.  Horwitz  and 
to  the  other  places  which  are  enticing  the 
t.t.o.  (tired  theatre  owners)  from  their  ar- 
duous duties. 

John  Himmelein.  Grand  National  branch 
manager,  is  now  dispensing  hospitality  hi 
his  new  offices  o-n  the  seventh  floor  of  the 
Film  Bldg.  An  invitation  to  visit  and  in- 
spect the  new  quarters  is  hereby  extended 
to  all  and  sundry  withm  the  industry  . . . 
Harry  H.  Goldstein,  Paramount  district 
manager,  attended  a regional  sales  meet- 
ing last  week  in  St.  Louis  . . . and  Nat 
Holt,  in  charge  of  RKO  theatres  in  the 
Great  Lakes  division,  spent  the  week  in 
New  York  booking  pictures. 

Roy  Haines,  eastern  di\dsion  sales  mana- 
ger for  Vitagraph,  and  Robert  Smeltzer, 
district  manager,  stopped  off  here  for  a 
day’s  visit  with  Local  Branch  Manager 
Herbert  Oclis  on  their  swing  around  the 
territory  . . . Howard  Roth,  commander 
of  Variety  Post  313,  was  in  charge  of 
initiation  of  new  members  at  ceremonies 
held  at  the  Post  headquarters  in  the  Arena 
Bldg,  on  January  13.  Following  the  cere- 
mony dinner  was  served  to  all  members — 
old,  new  and  prospective. 

Miss  Evalyn  Friedl,  secretary  to  Warner 
Zone  Manager  Nat  Wolf,  is  vacationing 
simultaneously  with  her  boss,  ivho  is 
spending  a couple  of  weeks  with  his  folks 
down  in  Texas.  Miss  Friedl  is  just  tak- 
ing short  trips  out  of  Cleveland  . . . Earl 
Seitz  of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  Sandusky,  was 
around  the  exchanges  taking  care  of  his 
post-holiday  booking  . . . Charles  L.  Mack 
of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Sebring,  was  in 
town  dating  in  his  Monogram  product. 

“Monastery,”  the  Harry  Thomas  pic- 
ture handled  locally  by  Nate  Gerson  and 
Harry  Lande  of  Independent  Film  Ser- 
vice, made  its  territorial  debut  January  13 
at  Warners’  Strand  Theatre,  Akron,  for 
a week’s  engagement  . . . George  Kendis 
was  in  New  York  last  week  on  business 
pertaining  to  “The  Little  Flower  of  Jesus,” 
now  completing  its  third  week  at  the  Bel- 
mont Theatre,  N.  Y.  . . . Lou  Walters  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has  sold  to 
L.  M.  Smith  chairs,  screen,  carpets  and 
miscellaneous  equipment  for  the  new  530- 
seat  Geauga  Theatre  now  being  construct- 
ed for  Smith  by  the  F&Y  Co.  of  Columbus. 

Milton  A.  Mooney,  head  of  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Ohio,  is  going  right  ahead 
ivith  his  plans  to  open  an  office  in  Cin- 
cinnati to  cover  the  southern  Ohio  terri- 
tory. He  expects  to  be  in  operation  there 
about  March  1 . . Jack  O’Connell,  Toledo 

exhibitor,  is  reported  to  be  considering 
increasing  the  seating  capacity  of  his  new 


Loop  Theatre  to  take  care  of  the  business 
he  is  now  turning  away. 

Joe  Shargin’s  new  Foster  Theatre  in 
Youngstown,  which  threw  open  its  doors 
to  the  public  on  Christmas  Day,  is  the 
first  house  in  the  territory  to  be  lighted 
exclusively  with  the  new  GE  Fluorescent 
tube  lighting  and  the  new  specially  built- 
to-fit  lighting  fixtures  manufactured  by 
Argus,  Inc.,  of  Cleveland,  according  to  Lou 
Walters,  head  of  the  local  National  The- 
atre Supply  office,  who  made  the  installa- 
tion. 

Wahoo,  not  a call  but  a game  devised 
to  increase  theatre  attendance,  apparently 
is  doing  its  stuff  because  the  Regent  The- 
atre has  boosted  its  playing  time  from 
one  to  three  nights  a week,  the  Knicker- 
bocker and  the  Garden  from  one  to  two 
7iights  a week.  Jack  Greenbaum  has  the 
territorial  sales  rights  . . . Col.  Harry  E. 
Long,  Loew  division  manager,  reports  that 
a new  weekend  attendance  record  was  es- 
tablished last  week  at  the  State  Theatre 
with  “Sweethearts.” 


Tablecloth  Notes 

At  the  Variety  New  Year’s  Party 

JOE  LUFT,  president  of  the  Mohawk  Li- 
quor Corp.  and  a well  known  friend  of 
many  showfolk,  was  the  special  guest  of 
Bob  Fisher,  Michigan’s  exclusive  fight  film 
distributor. 

Jim  West,  besides  being  Boxoffice’s 
“staff  photographer”  displayed  his  abili- 
ties as  a percussionist  and  sartorial  au- 
thority. Sam  and  Bill,  the  accordion- 
guitar  team,  made  plenty  of  friends  as  they 
serenaded  each  table. 

Sam  Seplowin  displayed  unexpected 
prowess  as  a connoisseur  of  music  . . . 
Bill  Bidigare  is  the  new  French  saxophonist 
who  has  joined  the  Variety  Syncopators 
— he’s  so  hot  that  his  tootling  knocks  over 
the  tables  and  all. 

Edgar  Kirchner’s  first  job  on  the  new 
house  committee  was  to  get  the  clock  start- 
ed again — it  stopped  promptly  on  the  stroke 
of  midnight  and  stayed  there — good  stage 
management,  or  was  it  an  accident?  . . . 
Jun  Sharkey,  reporting  on  “lights  out”  on 
the  stroke  of  tivelve,  thinks  it’s  a good  idea. 

Lou  Greenley  is  one  filmite  who  decided 
not  to  carry  his  grudges  over  the  New 
Year  . . . Mrs.  Greenley,  incidentally,  is  an 
expert  on  puzzles,  crossword  and  other- 
wise . . . Betty  Greenley,  Lou’s  sister  and 
Nat  Haase’s  philatelic  expert,  was  all 
dressed  up  to  spend  the  weekend  in  Cleve- 
land. 

Fred  Nugent — an  ex-reporter  by  the  way, 
for  the  Toledo  Times,  is  Irish  and  proud 
of  it — claims  the  whole  Monarch  Exchange, 
including  Boss  Anne  O’Doivnell,  come  in  on 
the  claim  . . . Charlie  Perry  was  voted 
“o.  k.”  on  the  Lambeth  Walk  by  his  part- 
ners. 


Vehicle  for  LaCava 

Hollywood — Gregory  LaCava  produces 
and  directs  “She  Said  I Do”  next  for  RKO. 
Ginger  Rogers  stars. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  page  63) 

7veek  for  Camden,  N.  J.,  to  attend  a meet- 
ing of  the  RCA  sales  staff. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Paul,  who  recently 
leased  the  State,  Wilkinsburg,  to  Leon 
Reichblum,  are  vacationing  in  Florida  for 
the  winter  . . . Sam  Fleishman  is  observ- 
ing the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Roxian, 
McKees  Rocks,  on  January  14  ...  M.  A. 
Rosenberg  and  Fred  J.  Herrington  will  at- 
tend the  tenth  annual  confab  of  national 
Allied  directors  at  Washington  for  sev- 
eral days  early  in  the  week. 

George  Otte  comes  forward  with  a 
$10  contribution  to  the  Filmrow  Relief 
fund.  This  donation  was  received  too  late 
to  be  included  in  the  list  of  contributors 
published  last  week.  You  are  invited  and 
urged  to  help  the  committee  in  this  good 
work.  James  H.  Alexander  is  treasurer. 

Pittsburgh’s  Better  Business  Bureau  has 
started  a drive  against  merchants  using 
illegal  lotteries  to  stimulate  business.  A 
number  of  arrests  have  been  made.  Mer- 
chants are  charged  with  issuing  tickets 
with  each  purchase  and  drawing  for  cash 
winners  on  Saturday  nights. 

While  at  the  Veterans’  Hospital  in 
Aspmivall  for  the  regular  monthly  stage 
shoiD  presented  by  the  American  Legion 
post  of  the  Variety  Club,  Art  Morrone  vis- 
ited ivith  Sam  Freedman,  former  Sharon, 
Pa.,  exhibitor,  who  has  been  a patient 
there  for  a number  of  months. 

Sam  Gould,  north  side  exhibitor,  after 
a long  period  of  ill  health,  is  recuperating 
at  Miami  Beach.  It  is  likely  that  he  and 
Mrs.  Gould  will  spend  the  remainder  of 
the  winter  there  . . . Also  off  for  sunny 
Florida  is  Art  England,  East  Liberty  ex- 
hibitor and  Bank  Night  distributor  of 
England  Bros.  . . . George  “B”  Josack  is 
distributing  “Idol  of  Millions,”  showing 
highlights  of  the  fighting  life  of  Jack 
Dempsey,  which  was  on  view  this  week  at 
the  Fulton. 

Art  Miller,  stationed  at  Point  Pleasant, 
W.  Va.,  for  the  Alpine  circuit,  who  books 
for  the  organization’s  theatres  at  Rich- 
wood.  Gassaway,  Sutton  and  other  Moun- 
tain State  situations,  has  resigned  to  ac- 
cept a theatrical  post  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Charles  Freeman,  veteran  exhibitor  at 
Meadville  and  New  Castle,  Pa.,  has  taken 
his  family  to  Alexandi’ia,  Va.,  where  he  is 
operating  a delicatessen  shop  . . . First  of 
the  political  candidates  for  the  primary 
election  next  September  19  is  J.  A.  Mc- 
Gowan, uncle  of  Jim  Alexander.  “Uncle 
Jim,”  well  known  on  Filmrow,  is  a Jeffer- 
sonian and  Jackson  Democrat  and  he  seeks 
election  for  one  teim  as  a Butler  county 
commissioner.  “Uncle  Jim”  is  president 
of  the  Hitch-Hikers  Ass’n.  of  the  U.  S.  A. 

An  exhibitor  in  a small  community  near- 
by opened  a New  Year’s  (Sunday)  mid- 
night show  but  he  had  failed  to  pay  his 
1939  license  of  $45  and  the  village  authori- 
ties swooped  down  and  tried  to  stop  the 
performance.  A compromise  was  effected 
when  they  accepted  a check  for  the 
amount,  but  the  exhibitor  had  to  scratch 
to  meet  the  check  the  next  day. 
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New  Detroit  Variety  Head 
Wants  Active  Program 

Detroit — A firm  determination  that  De- 
troit Variety  shall  intensify  its  activity  in 
the  coming  year,  and  a program  intended 
to  achieve  that  goal  was  expressed  and 
outlined  by  the  new  Chief  Barker,  Charles 
C.  Perry,  at  the  sixth  annual  installation 
banquet  of  the  tent,  held  January  9 at  the 
Book  Cadillac  Hotel. 

Guests  at  the  installation,  which  was 
attended  by  about  150  members,  included 
Armand  Denis,  producer  of  “Dark  Rap- 
ture;” Mel  Levinson,  Los  Angeles  manager 
of  Metro  Premium  Co.;  Eddie  Heiber,  new 
Universal  manager,  and  Harold  Platt, 
brother  of  Nate  Platt. 

Recommended  as  activities  for  the  com- 
ing year  were  augmented  charitable  work, 
a milk  fund  for  children’s  camps,  an  or- 
phans’ home  fund,  and  a wider  program 
of  social  activities. 


Conference  Preceded 
Committee  Naming 

Detroit — Organization  of  Variety  Club 
for  the  1939  season  got  well  under  way 
with  the  formation  of  committees  to  han- 
dle the  club’s  activities.  Appointments 
were  announced  by  Chief  Barker  Charles 
C.  Perry,  following  a series  of  conferences 
at  which  the  placing  of  the  proper  indi- 
vidual on  the  proper  committee  was  care- 
fully discussed.  This  careful  selection  of 
committeemen  should  result  in  a highly 
efficient  functioning  of  the  organization 
this  year. 

New  committees  are: 

Welfare — Arthur  Robinson,  Chairman;  Chas.  J. 
Garner,  Vice-Chairman;  Ralph  Ruben,  Roger  Ken- 
nedy, Bob  Fisher,  Max  Blumenthal,  Willard  Turn- 
bull,  Walter  Shafer,  Wm.  Flemion,  John  Golden, 
Chas.  Snyder,  Judge  Brennan,  Duncan  McCrea. 

Entertainment — Wm.  Carlson,  Chairman;  Open, 
Vice-Chairman ; Ollie  Brooks,  Ray  Schreiber,  Har- 
old Sandelman,  Henry  Zapp,  Frank  Wetsman, 
Dave  Diamond,  Tunis  Stinson,  Cem  Merritt,  Judge 
Merriam,  Judge  Scallen,  Chas.  Snyder. 

House- — E.  E.  Kirchner,  Chairman;  J.  L.  Saxe, 
Vice-Chairman;  Jack  Stewart,  Jim  Sharkey,  Max 
Blumenthal,  Harris  Silverberg,  Irving  Belinsky, 
Joe  Watson. 

Publicity — Jack  Haley,  Chairman;  Warren  Slee, 
Vice-Chairman;  Fred  Schader,  Walter  Horstman, 
Don  Widlund,  Pete  Simon,  Wm.  Carlson,  Arthur 
Caplan,  Dick  Connell,  Richard  Cohn,  H.  F.  Reves, 
Waiter  P'uller,  Ralph  Holmes,  Joe  Maloney. 

Membership — Wm.  Hurlbut,  Chairman;  Lew 
Wisper,  Vice-Chairman;  John  Howard,  Sam  Sep- 
lowin,  Nat  Levy,  Geo.  Wilbur,  Geo.  Berger,  Geo. 
McCoy,  Play  Cloud,  Judge  Scallen,  Mayor  Reading. 

Ways  & Means — John  Howard,  chairman;  Geo. 
Trendle,  Vice-Chairman;  Jack  Flynn,  Alex  Schrei- 
ber, Jack  Goldhar,  Harold  Robinson,  Ray  Branch, 
Frank  Downey,  Heinrich  Pickert,  Fred  Frahm. 

Reception — Eddie  Heiber,  Chairman;  Dave  New- 
man. Vice-Chairman;  Pete  Schram,  Ray  Cloud, 
Dr.  Katzman,  Jim  Sharkey,  Wm.  Flemion,  John 
Howard,  Lester  Sturm,  Harris  Silverberg,  Barney 
Kilbride,  Wade  Allen,  A1  Westaway,  Phil  Kaplan, 
Jack  Susami,  Jack  Young. 

Finance  & Auditing — Barney  Kilbride,  Chair- 
man; Bill  Hurlbut,  Jack  Saxe. 

Golf — Jack  Stewart,  Chairman,  A.  Goldberg, 
Vice-Chairman;  Carl  Buermele,  Carl  Shalit,  John 
Howard. 

Weekly  Bulletin  Editor — H.  F.  Reves,  424  Book 
Bldg.,  Ca.  9085. 


Detroit — ^Variety  Club  will  start  off  the 
series  of  weekly  noonday  luncheons  for 
1939  with  the  Red  Wings,  Detroit’s  famous 
hockey  team,  as  guests  of  honor,  on  Mon- 
day. The  event  as  usual  will  be  in  the 
English  Grill  of  the  Book-Cadillac  Hotel. 
Barkers  Lou  Giffels  and  Jack  Adams,  of 
Olympia,  home  of  the  Red  Wings,  will  be 
on  hand  as  official  hosts  of  the  team. 

Featured  will  be  the  introduction  of  Tiny 
Thompson,  the  new  goalie,  who  recently 
received  a writeup  in  Time.  He  was  sold 
to  Detroit  for  $15,000,  the  highest  price 


OHIO  NOTES 


I^OGER  GUSTAFSON,  21-year-old  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Palace  Thea- 
tre in  Youngstown,  was  shot  through  both 
legs  by  two  bandits  as  he  chased  them 
following  an  imsuccessful  attempt  to  rob 
the  theatre.  The  bandits  were  captured 
by  police.  C.  E.  Prlmsen  manages  the 
Palace. 

New  RCA  sound  has  been  installed  in  the 
Mozart  and  McKinley  theatres  in  Canton. 
Both  are  H.  H.  Reinhart  houses  and  are 
managed  by  Ben  Schwartz  . . . George 
Imbrie,  manager  of  the  Ritz  at  Struthers, 
seriously  ill  over  two  months,  has  been 
taken  to  a Cleveland  hospital  where  he 
will  undergo  an  operation. 

The  Forum,  downtown  Akron  house, 
maintaining  a dual  policy  at  20  cents  top, 
has  reduced  prices  to  10  cents  for  adults 
until  6 p.  m.  and  15  cents  thereafter. 
Children’s  tickets  are  10  cents  all  day  . . . 
Burglars,  removing  the  door  from  the  safe 
of  the  Morrison  'Theatre,  Alliance,  escaped 
with  $40  in  cash,  according  to  Ray  Wal- 
lace, manager. 


Yesterday 

Turning  Back  Our  Pages 

10  Years  Ago 

Pittsburgh 

pox  headquarters  announce  the  com- 
pany will  erect  a de  luxe  house  here  . . . 
Bill  Scott  sold  his  Orpheum  Theatre,  Mc- 
Donald, Pa.,  to  the  public  schools  for  use 
as  a gymnasium  . . . Okey  Ward  opens  his 
new  theatre  at  Summerville,  W.  Va.,  and 
Jim  Shanklin  acquires  Grand,  Ronceverte, 
W.  Va.  . . . C.  B.  Pascoe  distributes  Bio- 
phone here  C.  C.  Wagner  is  his  assistant 
. . . Harry  Lande,  handling  Good-All  Or- 
chestrola  and  Hana-Phone  sound  systems 
. . . John  W.  Blakely  opens  Pocahontas 
Theatre,  Welch,  W.  Va.,  and  Columbia 
Amusement  Co.  of  Erie,  announces  plans 
for  new  theatre  for  that  city  . . . Mrs.  F. 
C.  McGinley  transfers  Grand,  Elizabeth, 
Pa.,  to  the  Gorres  Amusement  Co.  of 
McKeesport  . . . Mike  Winograd  fights 
new  $300  theatre  license  fee  imposed  by 
borough  of  Rochester,  Pa.  . . . Columbia 
Film  Service  handles  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin 
Johnson’s  “Simba,”  which  played  the 
Nixon  for  three  weeks  . . . Roxian  Theatre, 
McKees  Rocks,  Pa.,  opened  by  Imperial 
Chain  Theatres,  Inc.,  headed  by  D.  J.  Selz- 
nick.  Sound  equipment  will  be  installed 
here  later  . . . Dave  Silverman,  Pathe 
booker,  married  to  Fanny  Mann  . . . Pic- 
ture of  the  week  was  Greta  Garbo  and 
John  Gilbert  in  M-G-M’s  “A  Woman  of 
Affairs,”  adapted  from  the  Michael  Arlen 
novel  sensation,  “The  Green  Hat!” 


ever  paid  for  a hockey  goalie,  and  is  a four 
times  winner  of  the  famed  Georges  Vezina 
Trophy. 

Saturday  Night’s  Variety  event  was 
staged  with  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Mich- 
igan as  official  hosts.  Carl  Buermele  as 
general  manager  was  on  hand  to  greet  all 
guests. 


Cleveland  Variety  Club 
Annual  Ball  Feb.  4. 

Cleveland — The  annual  Vai’iety  Club 
Ball  will  be  held  on  February  4 in  the 
ballroom  of  the  Allerton  Hotel.  Nat  Holt, 
RKO  Great  Lakes  division  manager,  and 
past  president  of  the  club,  has  been  named 
general  chairman  of  the  event.  Holt  has 
named  the  following  committee  chairmen 
to  work  with  him:  Col.  Harry  E.  Long, 
Loew  division  manager,  chairman  of  en- 
tertainment; I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th  Century- 
ii-'ox  branch  manager,  chairman  in  charge 
of  tickets,  and  Frank  D.  Drew,  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  program  chairman. 

In  addition  to  those  above  named, 
“Duke”  Clark,  Paramount  branch  mana- 
ger, has  been  appointed  to  take  charge 
01  special  events  and  decorations  and 
Manny  Landers,  popular  local  orchestra 
leader,  will  look  after  the  music. 

"This  ball  will  differ  from  all  previous 
Variety  balls,”  says  Chief  Chairman  Holt, 
“in  that  it  will  provide  atmosphere  as 
well  as  nourishment  and  entertainment. 
We  intend  to  bring  to  Cleveland  a bit  of 
Hawaii  and  with  effort  we  shall  trans- 
lorm  the  Allerton  ballroom  into  a replica 
ol  the  famous  Cocoanut  Grove.” 


Dortic  and  Dunbar  Will 
Get  a Party  Feb.  28 

Pittsburgh — West  Virginia  exhibitors 
and  Pittsburgh  district  friends  of  Charles 
Dortic,  GN  manager  here,  and  Bobby 
Dunbar,  Vitagraph  office  manager,  will 
honor  them  at  a party  to  be  staged  Tues- 
day evening,  February  28,  at  the  Waldo 
Hotel,  Clarksbui’g,  W.  Va.  Richard  Marks 
of  Clarksburg  is  in  charge  of  the  affair, 
and  C.  C.  Kellenberg  is  the  Pittsburgh 
chairman. 

Big  Feature  Rights  to 
Open  Cleveland  Unit 

Cleveland — Big  Feature  Rights,  owned 
by  Lee  Goldberg  of  Cincinnati,  will  open 
a Cleveland  office  on  or  about  March  1, 
and  will  be  located  on  the  fifth  floor  of 
the  Film  Bldg. 

Carl  Scheuch,  formerly  with  Monogram 
Pictures,  and  Bernard  Rubin,  who  was 
associated  with  the  Morris  Liberman  Co. 
of  Chicago,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  office. 


BOWLING 

Pittsburgh — After  a two-week  lay-off 
for  the  holiday  season  the  Filmrow  Bowl- 
ing League  resumed  activity  last  Friday 
evening.  New  Universal  copped  three 

games  from  Loew’s  and  retained  a three 

game  lead  over  Superior,  the  latter  team 
having  scored  a three-game  victory  over 
Monarch.  J.  Scholl,  of  Loew’s,  with  a 191 
game,  took  the  $1  weekly  award  for  high 
individual  score. 

Standing  of  the  teams  at  the  close  of 
the  first  half  of  the  season: 

Won  Lost 

Crniversal  29  13 

Superior  26  16 

Paramount  23  19 

Republic  23  19 

Monarch  20  22 

Columbia  20  22 

20tli-Fox  17  25 

IjOew’s  10  32 
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SERVICE 


THAT 


SER VES 


WHATEVER  YOU  WANT— to  sell  your 
theatre,  to  buy  a theatre,  a job,  a posi- 
tion open,  to  buy  or  sell  equipment, 
miscellaneous  articles — it  will  pay  you 
to  advertise  your  needs  in  the  CLEAR- 
ING HOUSE  section  appearing  in  all 
eight  sectional  editions  of  BOX- 
OFFICE.  covering  the  motion  picture 
trade  throughout  United  States  and 
Canada.  For  only  10  cents  a word 
you  get  international  coverage  and 
assurance  of  quick  results.  Why  not 
try  it! 
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EXHIBITS  IN  PRESENT  PHASE  OF  ANTI-TRHST 
ACTION  BROUGHT  BY  NEW  ENGLAND  CIRCUITS 


Tax  Proposals  Prominent  on 
State  Legislative  Agendas 


Hearings  Are  Held  Daily 
Before  Master  Hendrick 
In  Federal  Building 

Boston — Hearings  before  a master  con- 
tinued this  week  in  the  $900,000  anti- 
trust suit  being  brought  by  Attorney 
George  S.  Ryan,  against  the  eight  major 
distributors  and  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  Co.,  in  behalf  of  the 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  circuit  and  the 
A&W  Amusement  Co.  Most  of  the  time 
was  given  over  to  the  introduction  of  ex- 
hibits and  to  other  technicalities. 

The  hearings  are  being  held  daily  in  the 
Federal  Building  before  Philip  A.  Hend- 
rick, Master  appointed  by  the  United 
States  district  court.  Under  a court  order, 
the  hearing  will  be  held  from  day  to  day 
until  the  testimony  in  the  litigation  is 
completed. 

Submit  Letters,  Notes 

Much  of  last  week  was  devoted  to  the 
entering  of  exhibits  by  the  plaintiff. 
These  included  a number  of  agreements 
by  the  Paramount  Publix  Corp.  and  var- 
ious circuits  throughout  the  country.  There 
were  also  letters  and  notes  from  such 
individuals  as  W.  A.  Sullivan,  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  head  booker; 
Sam  Berg,  20th-Fox  booker;  Maurice  N. 
Wolf,  local  M-G-M  executive;  Tom  H. 
Bailey,  20th-Fox  divisional  manager;  Phil 
Seletsky,  M&P  booker,  and  such  nation- 
ally-known individuals  as  Edward  Grain- 
ger, Leon  Netter,  and  A1  Lichtman. 

Philip  A.  Hendrick,  Master,  overruled  an 
objection  of  defense  attorneys  and  ad- 
mitted the  following  letter,  written  by  R. 
S.  Wolff,  RKO  branch  manager  in  New 
York  to  Ed  McEvoy,  RKO  eastern  sales 
manager. 

“The  cost  of  our  pei'centage  deal  in 
Newburgh  with  Publix,  George  Walsh 
(described  elsewhere  in  the  testimony  as 
a Paramount  employe  in  charge  of  the- 
atres in  Newburgh  and  Poughkeepsie)  re- 
quested us  not  to  sell  the  Cameo  Theatre, 
a subsequent-run,  who  was  charging  10 
cents  and  15  cents  admission. 

Induce  Admission  Hike 

“None  of  the  other  major  companies 
have  sold  the  Cameo.  However,  we  final- 
ly induced  the  exhibitor  at  the  Cameo  to 
raise  his  admission  price  to  20  cents,  to 
enable  him.  to  play  our  pictures.  He 
signed  a contract,  played  a few  pictures 
and  then  disregarded  our  agreement  with 
regard  to  admission  prices  and  reverted 
to  his  old  policy  of  selling  pictures  at  10 
cents  and  15  cents.  We  stopped  serving 
him.  Incidentally,  this  same  exhibitor 
controls  the  Rialto  Theatre  in  Pough- 
keepsie. 

“In  order  to  make  up  the  revenue  we 
were  losing  in  the  Cameo,  because  of  our 
agreement  with  Publix  not  to  sell  this  the- 


Boston  — As  legislatures  in  the  New 
England  states  convened  generally,  a large 
number  of  bills,  potentially  affecting  the 
motion  picture  industry,  awaited  action. 

Of  particular  interest  in  Massachusetts, 
where  40  legislative  petitions  were  filed 
before  the  151st  legislature  sat  on  Tues- 
day, was  a proposed  sales  tax  by  which 
a levy  on  all  theatre  tickets  would  be  made. 
Other  tax  bills  threatened,  inasmuch  as 
the  biggest  budget  in  Bay  State  history  is 
looming.  Labor  bills  were  also  preponder- 
ant. 


atre  at  less  than  the  minimum  of  20  cents 
admission,  we  made  a deal  at  the  Rialto 
Theatre,  Poughkeepsie,  which  more  than 
offsets  the  Cameo  contract. 

“We  are  not  cancelling  the  short  sub- 
jects at  the  Cameo  and  will  continue  to 
serve  both  the  shorts  and  the  newsreels  at 
an  increased  price. 

“We  are  cancelling  the  features  as  per 
the  attached  changes  of  contract.  Please 
approve.” 

Attached  to  the  letter  was  a copy  of  the 
telegram  addressed  to  R.  S.  Wolff. 

“Accept  Rialto,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
Deal”  the  wire  read. 

No  General  Involvement 

This  letter  came  up  again  in  the  testi- 
mony. John  V.  Spalding,  attorney  for 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres,  said, 
“If  your  Honor  pleases  . . . with  respect 
to  that  letter  to  v/hich  Mr.  McClennen 
stated  his  objections  ...  I wonder  if  your 
Honor  realizes  that  there  are  two  cases 
against  my  client.  One  not  a conspiracy 
case,  but  a monopoly  case,  and  the  other  a 
conspiracy,  but  all  having  to  do  with  the 
situation  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.” 

The  Master  replied  that  he  did. 

“Now,”  Spalding  continued,  “do  I un- 
derstand your  Honor’s  ruling  to  mean  that 
an  alleged  declaration  of  a conspirator  in 
a separate  conspiracy  is  confessedly  the 
subject  of  a different  suit  although  con- 
solidated for  trial,  is  to  be  admissible 
against  a party  of  another  conspiracy  who 
wasn’t  a party  to  the  first  one?” 

“I  appreciate  your  position,  Mr.  Spald- 
ing, in  the  thing,  but  you  also  appre- 
ciate the  difficulties  that  arise  in  this 
type  of  a case,”  the  Master  said.  “As  I 
understand,  the  general  proposition  on 
these  conspiracy  cases  it  is  upon  a general 
proposition  a pretty  wide  latitude  is  per- 
mitted for  the  introduction  of  evidence, 
v/hich  is  narrowed  as  it  comes  down  to  the 
application  to  the  particular  defendant. 
The  mere  fact  of  admissibility  here  may 
not  have  any  effect  on  other  than  RKO. 
I don’t  say  so  and  don’t  rule  on  that,  but 


Repeal  of  an  antiquated  statute  pro- 
hibiting Sunday  motion  pictures  will  be 
heard  in  'Vermont.  Proposed  creation  of  a 
state  labor  department  and  other  related 
measures  also  interest  film  men. 

The  fate  of  pari-mutuel  betting  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  New  England’s  initial 
race  track  is  situated,  concerns  theatre- 
men  there.  The  racing  question  is  also 
prevalent  in  Connecticut.  Maine  exhibi- 
tors are  not  excluded  in  the  numbers  of 
motion  picture  men  bearing  increased 
taxation. 


upon  the  general  proposition  of  admis- 
sibility I have  so  ruled.” 

“I  appreciate  the  rule  that  a declara- 
tion of  a co-con?pirator  is  admissible 
against  all  in  that  conspiracy,  but  I was 
never  familiar  with  any  doctrine  that  it 
could  be  widened  and  carried  into  another 
conspiracy  in  which  the  objecting  party 
wasn’t  a party.  In  other  words,  under 
no  theory,  it  seems  to  me,  could  we  be 
bound  by  an  alleged  declaration  of  a co- 
partner in  tort  or  crime  in  some  other 
separate  conspiracy,  and  I would  like  to 
record  that  as  an  additional  basis  for 
objecting. 

“I  think  that  is  a proper  basis  for  ob- 
jection and  will  have  that  so  noted,”  the 
Master  agreed. 

Grainger-Ford  Correspondence 

“I  would  like  in  this  connection  just  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  court  and  coun- 
sel,” George  S.  Ryan  stated,  “the  fact 
that  in  this  Aetna  Amusement  Co.  declara- 
tion in  the  conspiracy  case  it  is  alleged 
not  only  that  there  was  the  application  of 
a particular  conspiracy  against  the  plain- 
tiffs in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  but 
that  that  was  in  effect  a segment  of  a 
large  conspiracy  between  all  the  producers 
and  all  the  producer-controlled  theatres, 
in  which  category,  of  course,  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  obviously  come.” 

Other  exhibits  added  by  Ryan  then  in- 
cluded an  interchange  of  letters  between 
E.  C.  Grainger  and  John  J.  Ford,  head  of 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres. 

■Wrote  Mr.  Grainger: 

“My  Dear  John: 

“I  have  today  notified  Mr.  Callahan 
(local  Fox  manager)  that  the  deal  which 
you  have  given  us  for  our  1934-35  product 
meets  with  our  approval  except  we  ob- 
ject to  the  clause  giving  you  exclusive  run 
in  any  particular  city.  I believe  that  you 
are  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kent 
in  the  past  has  been  definitely  opposed 
to  an  exclusive  selling  policy.  He  isn’t 
opposed  to  confining  our  runs  to  one 
(Continued  on  page  72) 
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"Employment  Night”  Booted 
By  a Connecticut  Court 


Terryville,  Conn. — Joseph  W.  Faith, 
operating  the  Mayfair  Theatre  here,  de- 
fendant in  a suit  brought  by  Reviewers, 
Inc.,  testing  the  legality  of  “Employment” 
or  “Entertainment  Night”  has  been  award- 
ed judgment,  with  costs,  in  a ruling  by 
Judge  Origen  S.  Seymour  in  the  Litchfield 
county  court  of  common  pleas. 

The  com't  found  the  copyrighted  money 
giveaway  had  been  sold  to  Faith  and  other 
exhibitors  in  Connecticut  “against  public 
policy  and  within  the  inlhbition  of  the 
so-called  lottery  statutes  of  our  state,  as 
illumined  by  the  opinion  of  the  supreme 
court  of  errors  in  State  vs.  Dorau,”  the 
Bank  Night  case  which  was  decided  last 
summer. 

Played  Only  One  Night 

Faith  had  agreed  to  run  26  such  “En- 
tertainment Nights”  at  a total  cost  of  $260, 
but  played  and  paid  for  only  one  install- 
ment “on  the  advice  of  someone  who 
told  him  the  plan  was  an  attempted  eva- 
sion of  the  law  and  therefore  illegal.” 
Reviewers,  Inc.,  a New  Jersey  corporation, 
of  which  Charles  Morton  of  New  Canaan 
was  the  Connecticut  representative,  sued 
for  the  $250  balance  due.  The  plan  en- 
tailed drawing  of  a name  on  the  stage  of 
the  theatre,  signing  of  an  “Employment 
Contract”  with  the  winner  for  the  writing 
of  a review  on  any  of  the  pictures  played 
at  the  theatre  during  the  following  week, 
and  award  to  the  writer,  at  the  following 
week’s  “Entertainment  Night”  of  $25. 

Plaintiff’s  representative  insisted  the 
“Employment  Night”  was  for  the  “enlight- 
enment of  the  producers  of  motion  pic- 
tures, and  only,  incidentally,  would  it  re- 
sult in  increased  earnings  to  the  theatre 
owner.” 

The  court  concluded,  however,  that  “no 
theatre  owner  would  invest  a penny  in  the 
plan,  or  put  up  any  prize  money,  if  he 
did  not  confidently  expect  thereby  to  in- 
crease his  receipts.  It  is  imposing  too 
much  on  the  credulity  of  human  nature 
to  suppose  that  the  owner  of  the  movie 
picture  house  was  aesthetically  interested 
in  improving  the  character  or  tone  of  the 
picture,  or  the  taste  of  his  audience  . . . 
Granted  as  the  plaintiff’s  witness  testi- 
fied, that  by  reading  the  criticism  of  pat- 
rons of  the  defendant’s  theatre,  the  mo- 
tion picture  producers  could  learn  the  kind 
of  pictures  Terryville  audiences  enjoyed, 
it  requires  too  great  a strength  of  imagi- 
nation to  believe  that  even  if  the  motion 
picture  producers  ever  read  the  criticism 


they  would  change  the  character  of  their 
pictures.” 

Concluding  the  plan  could  only  be  of 
value  to  the  theatre  owner,  the  memoran- 
dum of  decision  continues,  “there  was  noth- 
ing of  value  given  by  the  promise  for  the 
prize  offered  by  the  promisor  in  the  so- 
called  ‘Employment  Contract’  . . . the  con- 
tract which  furnished  the  supposed  con- 
sideration was  a subterfuge  to  gain  some- 
thing of  worth  for  nothing  of  value.” 

The  Bank  Night  test  case  against  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Middletown,  had  defined 
the  Connecticut  lottery  statute  as  pro- 
hibiting “not  merely  lotteries  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  term,  but  certainly  covers 
enterprises  of  the  general  nature  of  lot- 
teries wherein  chance  is  the  predominat- 
ing element.” 


Massachusetts  Bank  Night 
Test  Moving  Forward 

Boston — A finding  of  guilty  was  ad- 
mitted Tuesday  by  Bank  Night  interests 
in  district  court,  Middleboro,  in  a test  case 
instigated  by  Roy  E.  Heffner  to  disprove 
allegations  of  District  Attorney  Edward 
Dewing  that  the  boxoffice  bolster  violates 
the  anti-lottery  laws  of  Massachusetts. 

George  Ryan,  Bank  Night  attorney,  in- 
troduced no  evidence  and  accepted  the 
verdict  on  Dewing’s  assurance  that  litiga- 
tion in  the  case  would  be  heard  during 
February  in  superior  court. 

The  technical  move  carries  no  prejudice 
and  expedites  either  the  ousting  or  con- 
firmation of  Dewing’s  ban  against  Bank 
Night  operation  in  Norfolk  and  Plymouth 
counties. 

Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  manager  of  the  Key 
Theatre  in  Middleboro,  where  the  test  ar- 
rest was  made,  after  being  held  in  $100 
bond,  has  been  released  on  his  own  recog- 
nizance. 


Portland,  Me.,  Cracks 
Down  on  Quizzo 

Portland,  Me. — Law  enforcement  offi- 
cials here  have  adopted  a New  Year’s 
resolution.  They  assert  they’re  going  to 
crack  down  on  games  of  chance,  including 
Quizzo,  slot  machines,  lotteries  and  num- 
ber games. 


Bank  Night  Upheld  in 
LaCrosse  Ruling 

Lacrosse,  Wis. — Bank  Night  is  being 
resumed  at  the  Rivoli  Theatre  here  as  a 
result  of  a decision  by  a six-man  county 
court  jury  finding  William  Freise,  mana- 
ger, not  guilty  of  operating  a lottery  in 
connection  with  the  playing  of  the  game. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  a jury  had  returned 
a verdict  of  not  guilty  against  Wellworth 
Theatres  Co.,  operators  of  the  Hollywood, 
on  similar  charges. 


Wisconsin  ITPA  Decides 
Against  Halting  Games 

Milwaukee — After  calling  a halt  on  cash 
games,  effective  February  1,  the  ITPA  of 


Getting  the  Right 
Atmosphere 

Chicago — One  of  the  circuit  was  hav- 
ing a meeting  oi  managers  when  a 
district  manager,  speaking  oi  running 
horror  pictures,  and  economizing  on  his 
staff,  remarked: 

"We  ran  two  horror  pictures  and 
used  a skeleton  crew  at  the  same 
time.” 


Wisconsin  this  week  decided  against  the 
move,  throwing  responsibility  for  their 
continuance  in  the  lap  of  the  Warner-Saxe 
circuit. 


Bingo  Apparently  Fading 
From  Montreal  Area 

Montreal — Bingo,  local  rival  of  films, 
classed  by  police  as  “illegal”  but  tolerated, 
is  likely  to  disappear  from  these  parts 
without  any  help  from  the  authorities,  if 
operators  follow  the  lead  of  several  cler- 
gymen, who  have  discontinued  the  game 
from  their  parishes. 


N,  H,  Federal  Courts 
Alone  Finish  Work 

Boston — New  Hampshire  was  the  only 
state  last  year  in  which  federal  courts 
heard  all  the  cases  before  them. 

Ijocal  defendants  and  plaintiffs  in  nu- 
merous motion  picture  cases  in  the  fed- 
eral courts  heard  with  interest  the  com- 
ment of  Attorney  General  Cummings: 

“The  life  of  an  ordinary  piece  of  liti- 
gation, not  complicated  by  unusual  fea- 
tures, should  be  measured  in  months,  not 
years.” 


Independent  Exhibitors 
May  Elect  Jan.  31 

Boston — The  annual  election  of  officers 
by  the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  local 
Allied  affiliate,  has  been  tentatively  set 
for  January  31. 

A nominative  committee  composed  of 
Adolph  Bendslev,  Frank  Perry  and  Rich- 
ard Ruben  has  been  appointed. 


$5,000  Fire  Loss 

Tilton,  N.  H. — A fire  believed  caused  by 
a carelessly  tossed  cigarette,  caused  an 
estimated  $5,000  damage  to  the  Tilton  The- 
atre here.  John  Bruno  is  the  manager. 


Directs  Garbo 

Hollywood — Ernest  Lubitsch  will  direct 
Greta  Garbo  in  “Ninotchka”  for  Metro. 
“Ninotchka”  is  a story  with  a background 
of  espionage  in  Paris. 


"Babes"  lor  Metro 

Hollywood — “Babes  in  Arms,”  the  Rod- 
gers and  Hart  Broadway  musical  success, 
will  serve  as  a Mickey  Rooney-Judy  Gar- 
land vehicle  at  Metro. 


Marksman  Heilner 
Wins  a Bet 

Boston — Roy  E.  Heffner,  Bank  Night 
owner  in  New  England,  tells  about  the 
time  when,  on  a bet,  he  shot  a spruce 
partridge  who  was  perched  on  a tree 
about  150  years  away  . . . and  the 
bettor  claimed  the  bird  died  from  the 
fall. 
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Harry  Martin  Is  Elected 
Head  of  Cinema  Club 

Boston — Harry  Martin,  Universal  book- 
er, has  been  elected  president  of  the  Bos- 
ton Cinema  Club.  Martin  succeeds 
Charles  Repec,  head  booker  at  M-G-M, 
who  unanimously  was  appointed  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the  motion  picture 
bookers’  fraternity. 

William  J.  Cuddy,  RKO  booker,  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  office  of  first  vice-president, 
indication  that  he  no  doubt  will  head  the 
Boston  Cinema  Club  in  1940.  Thomas 
Fermoyle,  M&P  booker,  became  second 
vice-president. 

Dave  Grover  of  RKO  was  re-elected 
treasurer,  while  Harry  Smith  of  the  same 
exchange  was  returned  to  the  office  of 
secretary. 

The  executive  committee  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  includes  Sam  Berg,  George  Govan, 
Harry  Martin,  William  Cuddy,  Dave  Grov- 
er and  Harry  Smith. 


Dinner-Dance  Set  March  19 

Boston — ^Prospects  for  a lively  social 
program  in  local  film  circles  during  the 
next  few  months  are  enlivened  by  the  for- 
mal announcement  of  the  Boston  Cinema 
Club  that  a film  district  dinner  dance 
will  be  held  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  ap- 
proximately two  months  from  now.  The 
scheduled  date  is  March  19. 


Portland  Hearing 
On  Jannarg  13 

Portland,  Me. — Hearing  on  the  petition 
for  a permanent  injunction  to  prevent 
picketing  of  the  New  Portland  Theatre, 
brought  by  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Inc.,  against 
Local  458,  Motion  Picture  Machine  Opera- 
tors, and  others,  has  been  continued  to 
January  13  by  Justice  Sidney  St.  Felix 
Thaxter  upon  request  of  counsel. 

The  corporation,  proprietors  of  the  the- 


No  Meeting  Date  Slated 
For  Exchange  Local 

Boston — No  date  had  been  announced 
at  the  time  of  going  to  press  for  a meet- 
ing of  the  Exchange  Employes  Local,  an 
AFL  affiliate.  Protests  continue  to  arise 
from  some  members,  as  the  new  union 
approached  the  end  of  a second  meeting- 
less year. 


atre,  contends  picketing  is  illegal,  while 
the  union  holds  the  management  has 
sought  to  discourage  union  membership 
among  its  operators. 


« « « ■«  1914 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON 


19  3 9 » » » » 

SILVER  JUBILEE  YEAR 


Twenly-five  years  of  square  dealing  in  any  business  is  an 
accomplishment. 


Decker  Signs  Pact  With 
Truckdrivers'  Union 

Boston — A film  tieup  was  averted  when 
Decker’s  Film  Exchange  Transfer  signed 
a new  agreement  with  the  Truckdrivers’ 
Union  which  had  called  some  6,000  em- 
ployes in  various  trades  throughout  the 
city  out  on  strike  in  protest  against  re- 
newal terms  offered  by  employers  at  the 
termination  of  last  year’s  contract.  A 
number  of  smaller  film  delivery  concerns, 
owner  operated,  are  not  affected  by  the 
labor  trouble.  The  shutdown  of  trucking 
activity  checked  deliveries  of  foodstuffs 
and  other  materials  throughout  the  city. 
Violence  occurred  in  some  instances. 

Union  demands  are  for  a 40-hour  week 
with  a $40  top  pay  scale  to  replace  the 
former  top  scale  of  $37  and  a 48-hour  week. 
Time  and  a half  is  demanded  for  over- 
time after  40  hours. 


$50,000  Is  Sought  From 
Theatre  for  "Felony"' 

New  Haven — Suit  for  $50,000  has  been 
filed  against  the  Bijou  Theatre  by  the 
father  of  a five-year  old  girl,  alleging 
felonious  assault  of  the  girl  by  a patron 
sitting  next  to  the  child  during  a showing 
of  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.” 

The  theatre  is  charged  being  in  fault 
for  allowing  the  plaintiff  “to  remain  in 
the  house  unaccompanied  by  guardian  or 
parent,  failing  to  use  precaution  for  pro- 
tection of  plaintiff,  failing  to  keep  the 
lights  in  such  a manner  that  such  actions 
could  be  detected,”  etc.  The  child  was  left 
at  the  theatre  by  a parent  with  two  sisters, 
also  minors,  and  called  for  after  the  per- 
formance. 


Twenty-five  years  of  square  dealing  in  this 
industry  is  an  achievement. 

Twenty-five  years  of  square 
dealing  in  the  independent  field 
in  this  industry  is  truly  a 
miracle. 

Such  a record,  nevertheless,  has  been  established  by  W.  Ray 
Johnston.  We  ask  that  you  join  us  in  paying  tribute  to  this 
outstanding  man. 

As  a tangible  means  of  showing  our  appreciation,  your  Mono- 
gram exchange  has  pledged  its  cooperation  in  a nation-wide 
campaign  which  we  are  carrying  to  the  exhibitors  with  this 
slogan:  EVERY  MONOGRAM  PRINT  IN  EVERY  EXCHANGE 
MUST  BE  BOOKED  EVERY  DAY  DURING  THE  JOHNSTON 
JUBILEE  MONTH— EEBRUARY  5TH  to  MARCH  4TH  INCLUSIVE. 

The  success  of  this  Johnston  Jubilee  rests  in  your  hands.  We 
must  not  fail  to  help  Johnston.  You  must  not  fail  to  help  us. 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 

39  CHURCH  STREET  • BOSTON 

Steve  Broidy,  Gen.  Mgr. 
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Ambuter  Planning  Spot  News 
Service  Unit  in  Boston  Area 


Boston — A spot  news  service  for  local 
motion  picture  theatres  may  be  inaugu- 
rated shortly  by  Dave  Ambuter,  veteran 
newsreel  man  and  owner  of  Ambuter  Film 
Laboratories  here.  Ambuter  said  the  pro- 
posed service  would  not  compete  with 
regular  newsreel  releases. 

The  news  flashes,  modeled  after  the  late 
editions  of  newspapers,  would  picturize 
outstanding  local  events  and  release  to 
nearby  theatres  at  the  same  time  the  news 
accounts  appearing  in  the  dailies.  The 
material  handled  would,  in  no  instances, 
be  of  such  local  character  as  to  preclude 
its  coverage  by  regular  newsreel  agencies, 
even  if  they  could  afford  to  be  set  up  so 
as  to  handle  such  yarns  when  they  did 
break. 

Ambuter  said  that  costs  to  individual 
motion  picture  houses  might  be  no  steeper 
than  $10  a subject. 

The  reported  trend  toward  16  mm  pro- 
jection for  entertainment  use  was  given 
impetus  by  Ambuter  who  said  that  such 
film  would  be  best  adopted  for  this  par- 
ticular problem. 

“Inasmuch  as  first  class  projectors  cap- 
able of  screening  a 12-foot  picture  are 
available  to  theatres,”  Ambuter  said,  “16 
mm  film  will,  sooner  or  later,  be  the 
medium  for  this  work.” 

The  regular  35  mm  film  may  be  used  at 
the  onset  so  as  not  to  incur  projection  dif- 
ficulties in  the  beginning.  Ambuter  would 
film  such  stories  as  warrant  flash  cover- 
age, when  they  break,  and  would  limit 
the  footage  in  most  instances  so  that  the 
screening  would  not  run  over  two  minutes. 
Sound  would  be  dubbed  in. 

To  indicate  the  feasibility  of  handling 
news  at  such  speed,  Ambuter  recalled  for- 
mer days  when  Pathe  maintained  a local 
plant.  Dick  Sears,  present  Universal 
camera  man  here,  would  shoot  a football 
game  and  relay  his  reels,  one  by  one,  to 
the  film  district. 

When  Sears  returned  at  5:30  p.  m.  with 
the  final  negative,  Ambuter  and  his  staff 
would  have  the  previous  footage  developed, 
washed,  and  printed.  While  he  was  at- 
tending to  the  remaining  negative.  Sears 
would  work  on  titles  and  cutting.  At  7:30 
p.  m.,  in  many  instances,  the  complete 
film  would  be  on  the  screen  at  Keith’s 
Memorial. 

A machine  in  regular  operation  at 
present  at  the  Ambuter  Film  Laboratories 
is  capable  of  turning  out  40.000  feet  of 
prints  a day,  a capacity  assuring  timely 
production  for  the  announced  service. 

One  local  newspaper,  intrigued  by  the 
possibilities  of  the  proposed  service,  has 
offered  to  cooperate  with  Ambuter  in  fur- 
nishing tips  and  data  on  new  stories  in 
return  for  screen  credit.  The  newspaper 


III  Jill yrH  ANY  USED  CHAIRS 
nANItll  YOU  CANT  SELL? 
THEN  SEE  


16  Piedmont  Street 
BOSTON 


Vincent  Bellacqua 


In  the  Middle — 


Above  is  the  front  of  the  New  Norman- 
die Theatre  in  Boston,  opened  recently 
by  Frederick  E.  Lieberman  interests. 
It  is  a tight  squeeze  for  Washington 
St.’s  newest  motion  picture  house.  The 
Paramount  marquee  is  at  the  left, 
while  the  Bijou  entrance  is  at  the 
right.  Directly  next  to  the  Bijou,  and 
connected  to  it  by  several  doors  and 
tininels — blocked  now  that  Lieberman 
has  the  former  RKO  situation — is  the 
Keith’s  Memorial.  Next  to  the  Mem- 
orial is  M.  & P.  Theatres  Corp.  subse- 
quent  run  to  the  Paramount,  the  Mod- 
ern. A load  of  buckshot  icould  scatter 
upon  at  least  a dozen  other  theatres 
in  Boston’s  closely  concentrated  the- 
atrical district. 


Paper  Comments  on 
U,  S.  Films  Abroad 

Boston — ^With  terse  declaration,  “For- 
eign Films  Out,”  the  Boston  Post  remarks 
editorially: 

“The  Italians,  who,  like  many  other 
peoples,  realize  that  American  motion  pic- 
tures are  far  superior  to  any  others,  will 
have  to  go  without  them  as  a result  of  a 
government  decision  to  curtail  importa- 
tion of  the  Hollywood  products. 

“More  than  80  per  cent  of  the  films  that 
have  been  shown  in  Italy  in  recent  years 
have  been  from  the  United  States,  but 
under  the  new  ruling  less  than  20  per 
cent  will  be  American.  The  government 
will  buy  whatever  films  are  to  be  shown, 
and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  movie 
fans  in  that  country  will  get  a good  dose 
of  propaganda  along  with  their  entertain- 
ment.” 


Eddy.  Seitz  Termers 

Hollywood — Nelson  Eddy  and  George 
Seitz,  director,  have  been  signed  to  new 
long-term  contracts  at  Metro. 


would  advertise  the  news  flashes,  free  of 
charge,  and  mention  the  names  of  the 
theatres  in  which  the  celluloid  might  be 
seen. 

The  whole  deal  is  very  hot. 


Offer  Protection; 

Not  Exclusive 

(Continued  from  page  69) 
particular  theatre  or  to  one  particular  ac- 
count where  in  our  judgment  that  is  the 
right  thing  to  do  from  the  standpoint  of 
good  business.  But,  once  we  take  an  ex- 
clusive contract  it  establishes  a very  bad 
precedent,  and  it,  in  effect,  is  notice  to 
the  exhibitors  in  general  that  we  are  sell- 
ing exclusive  contracts. 

“We  are  not  selling  exclusive  contracts 
and  I ask  you  to  eliminate  the  exclusive 
clause  from  your  various  contracts,  and 
then  sit  down  with  our  manager,  Mr.  Cal- 
lahan, and  district  manager,  Mr.  Bailey, 
and  see  if  there  isn’t  some  way  in  which 
we  can  meet  your  problem  of  protecting 
you  against  unfair  competition  and  see  if 
you  can’t  meet  our  problem  of  seeing  to 
it  that  we  get  the  maximum  amount  of 
distribution  consistent  with  good  business 
ns-t  only  from  our  own  standpoint  but 
from  your  standpoint  also.” 

Wrote  Mr.  Ford: 

“Dear  Eddie: 

“I  have  your  letter  of  August  23rd  with 
respect  to  our  proposition  for  next  year. 

“We  note  that  you  object  to  the  exclu- 
sive run  of  the  contract,  yet  you  say  that 
Mr.  Kent  isn’t  opposed  to  confining  runs 
to  a particular  theatre  or  on  a particular 
account.  Therefore,  if  you  will  confine 
your  runs  to  our  particular  account,  then 
it  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  us,  but  if  you 
have  in  mind  selling  another  account  in 
any  of  our  towns,  then  we  would  prefer  by 
far  that  you  sell  the  other  account  first- 
run  and,  if  we  desire,  we  will  buy  the 
subsequent-run. 

“We  feel  that,  in  our  towns,  the  con- 
fining of  the  runs  to  a particular  theatre 
or  account  is  best  for  everybody  concerned 
— so  much  so,  that,  as  we  said  above,  we 
will  forget  your  product  in  any  town  in 
which  you  have  in  mind  selling  it  second- 
run.  By  doing  this,  we  will  be  giving  the 
other  house  an  opportunity  to  run  on  ex- 
actly the  same  basis  as  we  would  run, 
that  is,  either  house  may  have  it  on  a 
first-run  basis.” 

When  George  S.  Ryan  introduced  a let- 
ter written  by  himself  in  1932  to  Para- 
mount-Publix  Corp.,  legal  department. 
New  York,  Defense  Attorney  McClennen 
declared: 

“At  some  fitting  time  I will  ask  your 
Honor  to  compare  the  style  of  this  letter 
with  Mr.  Morse’s  registered  letters  that 
went  in  earlier  today.” 

“And  draw  such  inferences  as  I may  see 
fit?”  the  Master  asked. 

“We  may  ask  you  to  di’aw  some  infer- 
ences from  these  letters  of  Paramount’s 
that  are  coming  in  now,”  Ryan  smiled. 


A Story  to  20th-Fox 

Hollywood — “It  Could  Happen  to  You,” 
a magazine  story,  has  been  purchased  by 
20th  Century-Fox. 


Deval  on  "Balalaika" 

Hollywood — Jacques  Deval  will  script 
“Balalaika”  for  Metro. 
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Sabbath  Show  Ban 
Up  in  Vermont 

Montpelier,  Vt. — A major  issue  con- 
fronting the  predominantly  Republican 
Vermont  legislature,  which  opened  here 
on  January  4 in  biennial  session,  is  the 
repeal  of  the  state’s  ancient  blue  law 
barring  the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures 
on  Sunday. 

In  Philadelphia,  19  theatre  operators  last 
week  were  absolved  from  a charge  of  vio- 
lating Pennsylvania’s  Sunday  laws  by  hold- 
ing midnight  shows  on  New  Year’s  Eve. 

Magistrate  James  W.  McBride,  ruling 
the  theatre  operators  “had  no  intention 
of  violating  the  Sunday  laws,’’  asserted 
“it’s  safer  for  patrons  to  be  in  theatres 
than  out  on  the  streets’’  on  New  Year’s 
Eve. 

Assistant  City  Solicitor  James  P.  Ryan 
said  he  would  not  appeal  the  decision  of 
the  Philadelphia  magistrate. 


Melrose  to  Have  Films  on 
Sunday  by  Own  Choice 

Boston — Although  he  declared  he  was 
opposed  to  Sunday  films.  Mayor  Robert  A. 
Perkins  of  Melrose  stated  he  would  grant 
a license  for  motion  picture  shows  on  the 
Sabbath. 

He  was  delivering  his  inaugural  address 
on  the  occasion  of  his  fifth  term  in  office. 

“At  the  last  election,’’  Mayor  Perkins 
stated,’’  the  voters  of  Melrose,  by  a nar- 
row margin,  expressed  their  desire  for 
Sunday  motion  pictures.  My  personal 
opinion  has  always  been — and  still  is — 
that  Melrose  should  avoid  this  encroach- 
ment upon  the  Sabbath.  I cast  my  own 
ballot  against  Sunday  movies. 

“Nevertheless,  the  voice  of  the  electorate 
has  spoken  and  I,  as  Mayor,  can  see  no 
alternative  to  carrying  out  the  expressed 
will  of  the  people.  While  I feel  obliged  to 
grant  this  license,  the  character  of  the 
performances  and  all  surrounding  factors 
will  be  under  constant  supervision.” 


r.  F.  Kaaling  Seriously 
Injured  in  Accident 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Thomas  F.  Kaaling, 
64,  was  seriously  injured  when  struck  by 
an  automobile  in  front  of  the  Warner 
Theatre  where  he  is  employed.  He  sus- 
tained a possible  skull  fracture  and  ab- 
dominal, face  and  hand  injuries. 

Kaaling  has  been  with  the  theatre  since 
the  days  when  it  was  first  built  in  1912 
and  operated  as  an  independent  house. 
Successive  managements  have  retained 
him  on  the  staff. 


Clark  to  Alexander 

Boston — R.  Berthol  Clark  has  joined  the 
Alexander  Film  Co.  as  sales  representa- 
tive of  Massachusetts.  The  appointment 
was  made  by  Harry  Snyder,  New  England 
division  manager. 


gAM  HAASE,  local  theatre  broker,  has 
been  in  New  York  several  times  of 
late,  giving  credence  to  the  report  that  a 
New  England  theatre  deal  of  large  pro- 
portions is  still  very  much  in  the  works. 

Victoria  Lavalle  has  resigned  from  the 
local  United  Artists  exchange  to  jom  the 
foreign  department  of  the  United  Shoe 
Machinery  Corp. 

Isaac  Queen  of  the  Master  Motion  Pic- 
ture Co.  will  name  his  baby  boy,  “Nathan,” 
and  automatically  end  the  self-propelled 
reports  that  the  youngster  will  be 
weighted  with,  “Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt 
Queen.” 

J.  Don  Alexander’s  yacht,  Two  Smiles, 
is  now  at  anchorage  in  southern  waters, 
according  to  Harry  Snider  who  recently 
skippered  the  craft  here  as  host  to  a num- 
ber of  New  England  film  men. 


pictures  out  of  a 31 -picture  total  were 
censored  last  week  by  the  Massachusetts 
authorities  . . . Helen  Hayes  is  here  in  a 
return  engagement  of  “Victoria  Regina.” 
Jimmy  Durante  and  Ethel  Merman  ar- 
rive Tuesday. 

The  Cinema  Club  will  hold  a dinner- 
dance  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove,  probably  on 
March  19.  The  entire  film  district  is  in- 
vited . . . Jerry  Callahan,  with  Warner 
here  for  years,  is  now  doing  special  book- 
ing for  a number  of  New  Englmid  the- 
atres . . . Be7i  Wilansky,  Monogram  fran- 
chise oivner  here  and  in  Pittsburgh,  has 
been  cruising. 

Recent  visitors  from  New  York  include 
Harry  Alexander,  Ben  Simons,  and  E.  X. 
Callahan  of  Fox;  S.  E.  Fitzgibbon,  for- 
merly Boston  film  man  back  from  Lon- 
don; Charles  Israelson,  operator  of  the 
Victoria  in  Wells  Beach,  and  Sam  Haase, 
theatre  broker,  and  his  wife  and  daughter. 


The  Boston  Friars  Club  may  take  over 
the  Bradford  Penthouse  for  club  quar- 
ters . . , Jeanne  Finklestein  is  away  from 
the  local  Bank  Night-Specialty  Pictures 
offices  on  a bit  of  a Bermudian  cruise  . , . 
Adolph  Bendslev,  Frank  Perry  and  Rich- 
ard Ruben  have  been  named  the  nomina- 
tive committee  for  the  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors, Inc. 

A suburban  7notion  picture  case,  i7i 
which  a ivell-k7iow7i  local  exhibitor  prob- 
ably will  7ianie  a7iother  pro77ii7ie7it  film 
77ia7i  ill  a7i  alleged  co7ispiracy  actio7i  hi- 
volvmg  theatre  mterests,  is  due  to  be  filed 
here  sooii. 

A1  Somerby  and  his  Old  Howard  The- 
atre, which  doesn’t  advertise  in  the  Boston 
Transcript,  was  given  another  gratis  pub- 
licity boost  last  week  when  imaginary 
New  Year  headlines  <in  a front  page 
kaleidoscopic  cut  commemorating  the  com- 
mencement of  1939)  announced:  “Sym- 
phony Hall  goers  jam  Old  Howard.  Dr. 
Koussevitsky  plays  for  Ann  Corio.” 

The  URKA  Fihn  Corp.  took  over  the 
Apollo  071  Washi7igto7i  Street  last  tveek  for 
the  showi7ig  of  “Marusia”  . . . Phil  Fox, 
Columbia  77ia7iager  m Alba7iy,  will  marry 
here,  probably  the  last  of  this  mo7ith  . . . 
The  Lyric  m Washbur7i,  Marne,  has  bee7i 
darke7ied. 

Harry  Martin,  Universal  booker,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Cinema  Club  of 
Boston,  Inc.,  at  a special  meeting  last 
week.  Bill  Cuddy  of  RKO  went  in  as  first 
vice-president  . . . “Sorry,  I could  write  a 
whole  page  on  the  seven  different  players 
you  have  mentioned,”  Marjory  Adams, 
Boston  Globe  critic  replied  modestly  last 
week  to  a querying  fan. 

The  Opera  House  m Jo7iesport,  Me.,  has 
closed  . . . Al  McCoy,  heavyiveight  protege 
of  Willia7n  S.  Koster,  is  scheduled  to  fell 
Marne  timber  for  the  7iext  few  weeks  m 
order  to  get  into  co7iditio7i  for  a retur7i 
bout  on  January  27  with  Freddie  K7iox. 

George  McGunnigle,  Loew’s  Orpheum 
treasurer,  is  engaged  . . . Three  Motion 


Meyer  Marcus,  assistaiit  to  Harry 
Brow7ii7ig  at  M&P,  was  ill  last  week  . . . 
The  father  of  Tom  Fallo7i,  M-G-M  booker, 
died  last  week  i7i  l7idia7iapolis. 

William  H.  McLaughlin,  Stoneham  The- 
atre operator  whose  son  is  a star  guard 
on  the  Stoneham  High  School  hockey 
team,  isn’t  taking  any  chances.  Mc- 
Laughlin has  appointed  a committee  of 
Boston  sports  writers  to  judge  this  sea- 
son’s outstanding  Stoneham  hockey  player 
and  recipient  of  the  Stoneham  Theatre 
Silver  Cup. 

Alice  Shea  of  Loew’s  Orpheu7n  was  07i 
the  sick  list  last  week  . . . Jack  Martm, 
Republic  vetera7i,  is  lookmg  for  the  in- 
dividual ivho  clahned  to  be  a Hartford  ex- 
hibitor a7id  touched  Martm  for  a dollar. 


From  GB  to  GN 

Boston — Bernice  Rosenberg,  secretary 
to  Manager  Marcel  Mekelburg  of  GB  up 
to  a few  days  ago,  has  joined  Grand  Na- 
tional here.  She  was  formerly  office 
manager  for  the  Bay  State  Film  Co.  and 
before  that  held  a similar  position  with 
Hub  Film. 


Gorlinkle  Is  Engaged 

Boston  — Mike  Gorfinkle,  one  of  the 
early  leaders  in  the  Exchange  Employes 
Union,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Bloch  of  Hazel- 
ton,  Pa„  are  engaged.  The  marriage  is 
set  for  either  February  or  June. 


I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 


Want  to  Sell 
- Your  Theatre? 


“I  can  ffive  you 
100%  Service  be- 
cause I Ijave  no 
o u t s i d e i ii- 
terests.” 


I I I I I I I I I I I 


then  see 

SAM  HAASE: 

Keal  Kstate  Broker 
Theatre  Specialist 

I I I I I I I I I I I 
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piRST  two  openings  of  1939  will  be  Town 

Halls,  Collinsville  and  Unionville  by  Jos- 
eph W.  Faith  of  the  Mayfair,  Terryville. 
Collinsville  opened  after  renovation,  on  a 
six-day  schedule.  National  supplied  screen 
and  booth  equipment,  on  a six-day  sched- 
ule. National  supplied  screen  and  booth 
equipment,  RCA  sound,  Vincent  Fiore,  stage 
set,  drapes  and  wall  covering,  and  Hey- 
wood-Wakefield,  seats.  Unionville  will 
complete  construction  in  two  weeks,  it  is 
expected,  with  National  again  supplying 
booth  and  screen,  and  Fiore  designing  and 
supervising  construction. 

Legislature  opened  and  no  sign  of  amuse- 
ments  bills  yet,  although  concessions  on 
Bingo  are  foreseen  by  many  . . . Social 
event  with  much  glamor  will  be  the  mar- 
riage of  Republic  Manager  George  Rabino- 
witz  of  New  Haven  to  Selma  Rifkin,  daugh- 
ter of  Herman  Rifkin  of  Boston,  at  the 
?nain  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Copley-Plaza 
011  January  21.  The  newlyweds  will  drive 
to  Mexico  City  and  return  by  boat. 

Pickwick  Theatre,  Greenwich,  reported 
closed.  The  smaller  Greenwich  Theatre, 
long  dark,  may  be  reopened  in  a few 
weeks  . . . Earl  Wright  of  20th-Fox  back 
from  Florida  with  tall  tales  of  landing 
scores  of  deep-sea  fish,  topped  by  a 22- 
pound  grouper  . . . The  Abe  Fishmans 
and  Lawrence  Caplans  may  stop  in  Wash- 
ington for  the  Allied  meet  on  their  re- 
turn from  Miami  Beach  about  the  17th. 

Bob  Russell  arranged  to  have  Art  Las- 
ky.  fighting  with  Mann  here  this  week, 
interviewed  on  the  WELI  Poli  Ambassa- 
dor program.  Lasky  trained  Robert  Tay- 
lor for  “The  Crowd  Roars”  . . . Nate  Ru- 
bin started  a great  tieup  when  he  dis- 
covered Richard  Carlson  of  “Duke  of  West 
Point”  was  making  an  appearance  at  the 
Shubert  in  the  new  musical,  “Stars  in 
Your  Eyes”  . . . Radio  and  personal  ap- 
pearances and  other  stunts  loere  arranged. 

Rapid  succession  of  managers  at  the 
Lincoln  Theatre  since  reopening  this  fall 
now  brings  S.  Ernest  Pelson,  of  wide  ex- 
perience on  the  distributing  end.  Peison 
was  assistant  to  Edward  Alperson  of  Grand 
National  for  12  years,  and  secretary-treas- 
urer of  the  Canadian  affiliate  in  Toronto. 
More  recently  he  was  city  salesman  and 
office  manager  for  Imperial  in  Boston. 

Harry  Segal  is  no  longer  connected  with 
the  operation  of  the  “art”  Lincoln  The- 
atre, full  cO’Utrol  now  being  in  the  hands 
of  Joseph  E.  Levine  of  Boston  . . . Re- 
ville  Kniffen,  formerly  ivith  United  Art- 
ists here  for  many  years,  is  now  eastern 
states  representative  for  the  sale  of  a 
copyrighted  bust  of  Pope  Pius,  sponsored 
for  distribution  through  religious  societies 
by  various  officials  of  the  church.  Adolph 
G.  Johnson  has  been  appointed  by  Kniffen 
to  handle  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  for  the  project. 

The  sick  list  has  been  imusually  full  of 
grippe  victims:  John  Hesse,  Roger  Sher- 
man. manager,  and  Lou  Schaefer.  Para- 
mount, were  both  confined  to  bed,  as  was 
George  Weber  of  Metro  . . . Joseph  W. 
Faith  of  Terryville  is  just  recovering  after 


a long  siege  . . . George  Somma  of  the 
Republic  office  back  on  the  job,  too,  as 
is  Katherine  Sullivan  of  United  Artists. 

Response  of  the  press  in  every  one  of 
the  Poli  towns  to  Harry  Shaw’s  1939  mes- 
sage on  the  theatre  business  was  remark- 
able in  granting  plenty  of  free  space.  Shaw 
predicted  1939  would  see  more  outstanding 
pictures  than  ever  before  and  pledged  that 
only  the  tops  ivould  be  shown  at  the  Loeiv- 
Poli  houses.  He  listed  forthcoming  Metro 
and  Fox  attractions. 

Latest  refugee  issue  of  March  of  Time 
was  a powerful  business-getter  during  its 
two-week  run  with  “Sweethearts”  in  New 
Haven  . . . One  local  rabbi  devoted  his 
weekly  sermon  to  the  short.  Management 
plugged  the  issue  on  the  radio  and  in 
readers  of  the  bill. 

Joel  Levy,  head  of  the  out-of-town  Loew 
booking  department,  and  Mrs.  Levy  were 
in  New  Haven  over  the  New  Year’s  week- 
end . . . Edward  Schnitzer,  Warner  Bros, 
district  manager,  in  from  New  York  for 
a short  visit  . . . Metro  and  RKO  offices 
looked  like  conventions  of  out-of-town  au- 
ditors . . . Morris  Joseph  scheduled  to 
leave  for  Florida  this  week  . . . Dave  Kauff- 
man, Loew  artist,  on  a week’s  leave. 

Ben  Lourie  and  Sid  Swirsky  smile  their 
prettiest  on  the  new  Columbia  decorations 
in  connection  with  the  Personal  Achieve- 
ment Campaign  January  9 to  March  18. 
All  that’s  missing  is  the  convict  number. 

Jane  Withers  makes  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  State,  Hartford,  this  week, 
while  at  the  Bushnell  Memorial  an  assort- 
ed fare  of  labor’s  “Pins  and  Needles”  and 
Ireland’s  “Rose  of  Tralee”  are  booked. 
Bushnell  is  selling  a “Children’s  Museum” 
series  of  revival  pictures  including  “Pris- 
oner of  Zenda,”  “Robin  Hood.”  “One  Night 
ot  Love.”  etc. 

First  issue  of  “The  Movies  . . . and  the 
People  Who  Make  Them”  out  this  week 
and  a real  treat  to  film  fans  and  studen^^s 
. . . Penetrix  of  Theatre  News  chooses  as 
“the  best  of  the  best”  of  1938  ('alphabet- 
ically') : “Algiers,”  “A  Man  to  Remember,” 
“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,” 
“The  Citadel”  and  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You.”  Julian  Tuthill  of  the  Hart- 
ford Times:  “Algiers,”  “Boys  Town,”  “The 
Citadel,”  “Hurricane,”  “If  I Were  King,” 
“Marie  Antoinette,”  “Mother  Carey’s  Chick- 
ens.” “Rage  of  Paris,”  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  and  “'White  Banners.” 
Tuthill’s  outstanding  disappointments  of 
the  year  were  “The  Great  Waltz,”  “Dra- 
matic School”  and  “Army  Girl.” 

Harry  Shaw  addressed  the  Mazzei  Ser- 
vice Club  ot  Meriden  as  guest  speaker  last 
week,  pointing  out  the  great  relaxation  and 
entertainment  value  of  pictures,  especially 
in  times  of  mental  distress,  and  the  salient 
nart  films  play  in  selling  of  commodities. 
Lou  Brown.  Loeiv-Poli  publicity  head,  was 
also  present,  and  Joseph  Samartano,  Pal- 
ace manager,  is  on  the  speaker’s  committee. 

New  Britain  and  Meriden  are  wide  open 
on  Bingo  games  for  churches  and  or- 


Friars  Into  Theatrical 
Business  in  a Body 

Boston — The  Boston  Friars  Club,  film 
fraternity,  has  entered  the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  a body.  Tire  organization  has  taken 
over  the  entire  Shubert  Theatre  for  the 
January  17  evening  performance  of  “Stars 
in  Your  Eyes.” 

Proceeds  of  ticket  sales  of  the  Jimmy 
Durante-Ethel  Merman  show  will  go  into 
the  Boston  Friars  charity  fund.  With 
Shubert  interests  charging  their  regular 
$2,500  for  the  approximately  1,700-seat 
house,  the  Boston  Friars  Club  stands  to 
net  a favorable  profit  on  the  enterprise. 

Members,  convening  at  a special  meet- 
ing in  the  Statler  clubrooms  last  week, 
pledged  individually  in  many  instances 
for  large  blocks  of  tickets.  Further  aid- 
ing the  venture,  the  Boston  Cinema  Club, 
bookers’  society,  bought  a set  block.  Other 
local  film  groups  are  expected  to  follow 
suit. 


Penthouse  for  Friars? 

Boston — The  Boston  Friars  may  take 
over  the  Penthouse  atop  the  Hotel  Brad- 
ford for  permanent  club  rooms.  The  or- 
ganization, at  one  time  housed  in  the 
Hotel  Touraine,  has  quartered  in  the 
Statler  for  the  past  few  years. 


"Victoria  Regina"  "With 
Helen  Hayes  in  Hub 

Boston — Helen  Hayes  is  here  this  week 
for  what  is  the  952nd  American  perform- 
ance of  “Victoria  Regina.” 

Jimmy  Durante  and  Ethel  Merman  are 
due  to  follow  her  into  the  Shubert  Mon- 
day in  J.  P.  McEvoy’s  much-titled  “Stars 
in  Your  Eyes.”  Claire  Luce  and  Guy 
Robertson  are  due  to  open  “Of  Mice  and 
Men”  at  the  Plymouth  on  June  23. 

Gertrude  Lawrence  is  scheduled  to  be- 
gin a Shubert  Theatre  engagement  Febru- 
ary 13,  in  “Suzanne  and  God.”  George 
M.  Cohan  and  “I’d  Rather  Be  Right,”  at 
the  Boston  Opera  House,  are  due  to  get 
together  February  20. 


Ralph  Morgan  Assigned 

Hollywood  — Ralph  Morgan  has  been 
added  to  the  cast  of  Metro’s  “Fast  and 
Loose.”  starring  Robert  Montgomery  and 
Rosalind  Russell. 


ganizations.  Also  one  church  in  Hart- 
ford was  resumed.  However,  merchan- 
dise prizes  are  being  used.  New  Britain 
shivering  at  threat  of  WPA  curtailment 
during  coming  year,  since  $872,168  in  WPA 
wages  were  received  in  1938  . . . Report 
is  that  Helen  Hanley,  assistant  booker  at 
20th-Pox,  has  resigned. 

The  new  Forest,  Allingtown,  promised 
for  February  opening,  in  grand  style.  The 
much-discussed  parking  angle  all  solved, 
says  Fiore  . . . Bob  Russell  contacted  the 
president  and  publicity  head  of  the  New 
York,  Neiv  Haven  and  Hartford  and  ad- 
dressed special  mailings  to  3,000  railroad 
employes,  urging  them  to  come  and  see 
“Stand  Up  and  Fight”  in  groups. 
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"Unashamed"  Owner 
Fights  Film  Ban 

Boston — The  local  police  commissioner, 
police  captain  and  Mayor  Maurice  Tobin 
are  named  as  defendants  in  a suit  entered 
in  superior  court  here  on  Tuesday  by  Cine 
Grand  Films,  Inc.,  owner  of  “Un- 
ashamed,” nudist  film,  which  has  been 
banned  from  exhibition  here.  Repertory 
Hall,  Inc.,  is  listed  as  another  defendant. 

Through  George  Ryan,  attorney,  the 
film  company  is  seeking  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  officials  from  interfering  with 
the  local  showing  of  the  film. 

The  Boston  Censorship  Board,  following 
a special  meeting  in  the  office  of  Mayor 
Tobin,  ordered  the  license  of  the  Newsreel 
Theatre  on  264  Huntington  Ave.,  invali- 
dated for  a 7-day  period,  beginning 
Thursday.  The  situation  was  further 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  Frederick  E. 
Lieberman,  operator  of  the  house,  had  al- 
legedly leased  the  theatre  to  an  outside 
party  for  the  run. 

“Unashamed”  was  to  have  opened  last 
week  at  the  Newsreel  Theatre,  but  police 
emptied  the  house  and  forbade  the  screen- 
ing of  the  motion  picture  before  a per- 
formance had  taken  place.  Police  authori- 
ties averred,  in  explaining  their  action, 
that  the  film  had  not  been  seen  or  ap- 
proved by  City  Censor  John  J.  Spencer. 

Spencer  later  stated  “Unashamed”  had 
not  been  listed  in  the  program  submitted 
for  the  week  by  the  theatre  management. 
Owners  of  the  film  countered  with  the 
claim  that  no  provision  is  made  in  the  city 
statutes  for  requiring  the  submission  of 
any  such  report. 

“No  subsequent  report,  as  is  found  re- 
quired by  the  regulations,  of  a change  of 
program  was  submitted  to  this  office,” 
Spencer  said.  “The  licensing  division  was 
thus  unaware  that  an  attempt  was  to  be 
made  to  show  the  picture  in  the  city. 

“I  determined,  some  time  ago,  when  I 
received  reports  that  some  highly  objec- 
tionable scenes  were  included  in  the  pic- 
ture, that  I would  submit  it  to  a most 
rigid  scrutiny  if  an  attempt  was  made  to 
show  it  in  Boston.” 

Spencer,  according  to  the  film  pro- 
moters, declined  after  the  suspension  to 
witness  a screening. 


Brought  Back  20 


Boston — Nineteen  plus  one  make  20, 
says  Dave  Ambuter.  It  all  reverts  to  when, 
not  too  many  years  ago,  the  present  head 
of  Ambuter  Film  Laboratories  was  in  the 
army. 

During  a stretch  in  the  Philippines,  Am- 
buter found  himself  assigned,  with  others, 
to  guard  civil  jail  inmates.  The  prisoners 
were  divided  into  blocks,  and  Ambuter  was 
given  a group. 

“Here’s  20,”  the  officer  in  command  told 
him.  “Be  sure  you  bring  back  20.” 

Ambuter  did,  but  he  had  to  comman- 
deer a confused  civilian  on  the  way  back 
to  fill  out  the  number.  It  seems  that  one 
of  the  inmates  had  escaped  during  the 
day. 


Index  of  Business 
Holds  Promise 


Love  Birds  for 
The  Press 

Boston — Boston  film  critics  are  to  re- 
ceive pairs  of  love  birds.  It's  not  to 
prove  that  saying  about  the  golden 
cage.  Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  Loew's  pub-' 
licity  manager,  has  designed  the  novel 
offering  as  a subtle  reminder  that 
M-G-M  has  a picture  by  the  name  of 
“Sweethearts." 


Three-Month  Drive  tor 
Eiikin  Is  Planned 

Boston — Ed  Morey,  Republic  sales  man- 
ager in  New  England,  has  announced  the 
Republic  offices  in  Boston  and  New  Haven 
will  sponsor  a Herman  Rifkin  sales  and 
date  drive  during  February,  March  and 
April. 

Rifkin  controls  Republic  distribution  in 
this  territory. 


Ferber,  Howard  Assigned 

Hollywood — Edna  Ferber  and  Sidney 
Howard  will  collaborate  on  the  screen 
adaptation  of  “Nobody’s  in  Town”  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn. 


Never  a Dull  Moment 


Boston  — A local  film  man  had  his 
troubles.  The  individual’s  name  was  with- 
held by  request,  but  the  following  account 
is  well  authenticated. 

He  was  arrested  for  speed  in  West- 
field  at  9:45  Wednesday  evening.  Addi- 
tional difficulties  arose  when  he  was  un- 
able to  produce  his  registration.  After 
numerous  telephone  calls  to  Boston  and 
vicinity  the  police  finally  accepted  his 
story  that  his  registration  was  lost.  He 
was  released  at  11:30  p.  m. 

He  continued  en  route  to  Albany,  arriv- 
ing there  at  1:30  a.  m.  Thursday.  He 
sat  up  talking  to  an  acquaintance  until 
3:00  a.  m.  After  four  hours’  sleep,  he 
hauled  out  of  bed  at  7:00  a.  m.  and  drove 
through  a blizzard  to  Bennington,  Vt. 

He  arrived  in  Bennington  at  11:00  p.  m. 
and  left  at  midnight.  At  12:30  a.  m.  Fri- 
day, he  got  onto  a detour  and  finally  lost 
his  way.  No  houses  were  in  sight.  To 
complicate  matters,  his  car  got  stuck  in 
the  snow.  He  finally  reached  Greenfield, 
Mass.,  at  2:45  a.  m.  He  hit  bed  at  3:00 
a.  m.  and  was  up  again  at  6:00. 

A police  summons  for  over-parking  was 
on  his  car  when  he  went  out  to  it  at  6:30 
Friday  morning.  He  hitailed  it  over  to 
the  police  station  to  argue  his  way  out  of 
the  ticket.  The  question  of  the  registra- 
tion came  up  again.  He  finally  extricated 
himself  from  the  entanglement  with  the 
law  at  7:30  and  went  back  to  the  car. 

The  m.achine  refused  to  start.  He  was 
obliged  to  go  for  a mechanic.  He  finally 
left  Greenfield  at  8:00.  A tire  blew  out 
a few  miles  beyond  Athol.  When  he  started 
to  change  it,  he  found  out  that  his  tools 
had  been  stolen.  He  walked  over  a mile 
in  another  blizzard  before  he  could  locate 
a telephone  and  contact  a garage.  And 
thence  to  Boston. 


Boston — An  optimistic  outlook  for  bet- 
ter Massachusetts  business  conditions  this 
year  is  revealed  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Associated  Industries  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

“While  the  indices  for  industrial  em- 
ployment, earnings  and  orders  are  at  the 
moment  about  10  per  cent  under  the  cor- 
responding period  two  years  ago,  there 
are  reasons  to  believe  that  these  indices 
in  Massachusetts  will  approximate  corre- 
sponding levels  of  1928  and  1929  within  the 
next  few  months,”  the  organization  aver- 
red. 

“Practically  every  index  is  showing  an 
upturn,”  the  statement  continued,  “and, 
in  view  of  the  absence  of  many  unfavor- 
able factors,  there  is  apparently  no  reason 
why  continuance  of  this  trend  might  not 
be  expected  for  several  months  in  1939, 
with  increased  employment  and  earnings 
and  expansion  of  purchasing. 

“Industry  in  Massachusetts  is  still  feel- 
ing some  apprehension  because  of  taxa- 
tion and  inflationary  tendencies  in  the 
monetary  system.  This  is  noticeable  in 
long-term  planning. 

“A  most  hopeful  sign,  however,  is  the 
better  understanding  that  exists  between 
labor  and  management,  as  shown  by  the 
definite  efforts  on  the  part  of  both  to 
avoid  the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  pre- 
vious years.  There  is  also  a hopeful  feel- 
ing that  the  better  balance  between  the 
two  major  political  parties  in  Congress 
indicates  a swing  away  from  radical  leg- 
islation and  experiment  in  government.” 

Only  Three  Films  Incur 
Snips  of  Hub  Censors 

Boston — A single  utterance  of  “damn” 
in  “Grand  Illusion”  was  the  only  elimina- 
tion called  for  in  the  10-reel  feature  by 
the  Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Sunday  Cen- 
sorship. Two  other  films  in  the  weekly 
list,  comprising  31,  caught  the  scissors. 

“Scenes  showing  nude  picture  on  wall  in 
studio  during  singing  of  song,”  were  de- 
leted from  the  sixth  reel  of  “Ada  Behave,” 
otherwise  “Ada  to  Nie  Wypada.” 

“Scenes  showing  woman’s  body  on  floor,” 
were  cut  from  the  second  reel  of  “Destiny 
of  Woman,”  otherwise  “Destine  di  Donna.” 

Among  the  features  passed  without  re- 
course to  shears  were  Paramount’s  “Dis- 
barred,” Vitagraph’s  “King  of  the  Under- 
world,” 20th-Fox’s  (or  as  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  had  it,  “20-Cen- 
tury  Gox”)  “Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning,” 
Republic’s  “Shine  on  Harvest  Moon,” 
M-G-M’s  “Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  and 
Monogram’s  “Tough  Kid.” 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

Burch  Popcorn  Machines  Are 
Made  Especially  for  Theatres 

J.  J.  CONROY 

104  Elson  Road 
Waltham,  Mass. 


Sales 

Representative 
Conn.  — Maine 
Vermont — N.  H. 


P.  O.  Box  54 
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pRESS  puffs  on  “Grand  Illusion,”  rating 

it  as  the  best  picture  of  year,  should 
prove  bonanza  to  RKO-Albee  with  its 
showing  of  film  starting  January  13.  House 
Manager  Ken  Rockwell  cooperated  in  a 
nice  radio  plug  Sunday  when  he  obtained 
radio  script  of  the  drama  which  was  cut, 
rehearsed  and  presented  by  20th  Century 
Players,  dramatic  group,  over  WEAN  Sun- 
day afternoon.  Rockwell  also  had  a pri- 
vate invitation  showing  of  the  film  Mon- 
day morning  for  the  clergy.  Women’s  Club 
heads  and  others  of  prominence.  He  is 
circulating  French  sections  and  using 
other  ad  mediums. 

Another  preview  showing  was  held  this 
week.  The  Avon  played  the  host  Tuesday 
morning  for  a private  filming  of  “Ski 
Chase”  which  opens  there  the  latter  part 
of  the  week. 

Manager  Eddie  McBride  of  Loew’s  State 
is  maneuvering  a neat  tieup  for  “Duke  of 
West  Point.”  This  stunt  consists  of  award 
of  trophy  plaque  to  winning  team  in  ama- 
teur hockey  tournament  to  take  place  at 
the  R.  I.  Auditorium  the  night  before  the 
film  opens  at  Loew’s  State.  The  plaque 
is  being  shown  in  the  window  of  Tilden- 
Thurber  jewelry  store,  with  accompanying 
explanatory  cards  plugging  the  theatre 
and  the  film.  The  Auditorium  has  three- 
sheet  posters  displayed  in  its  corridors  for 
the  attention  of  sport  fans.  The  award 
will  be  made  by  McBride  and  “Bun”  Cook, 
manager  of  Providence’s  Rhode  Island 
Reds  hockey  team,  which  probably  will 
rate  sport  page  coverage  for  stunt. 

Fays  has  cornered  performers  of  “Refu- 
gee Theatre  of  the  Air”  for  a week’s  hook- 
ing. Radio  and  publicity  accorded  the 
group  should  give  the  house  nice  grossage 
on  the  hooking.  Press  Agent  Jack  Carroll 
is  playing  several  effective  tieups  around 
town  in  connection  with  attraction’s  open- 
ing at  the  theatre. 

Remodeled,  redecorated  and  reseated, 
the  Roosevelt  Theatre,  Valley  Falls,  has 
reopened. 

Avon  Theatre  is  planning  to  vary  its 
revival  hookings  with  a few  foreign  films 
during  the  next  few  weeks,  according  to 
Manager  Arthur  Goldstein.  The  house  is 
getting  good  play  from  college  students  of 
Brown  University,  being  located  but  few 
blocks  from  campus. 

lATSE  & MPO  locals  in  this  city  and  in 
Newport  have  elected  officers  for  1939. 
James  G.  Robertson  was  elected  president 
of  Local  23,  Providence,  at  the  recent  an- 
nual meeting.  Other  officers  are:  John 
Taylor,  vice-president;  Fred  W.  Newcomb, 
recording  secretary;  Fi’ank  H.  Walker,  fi- 
nancial secretary;  Thomas  E.  Gannon,  re- 
elected business  agent  for  fourth  term; 
executive  board — Fred  Bartlett,  Henry  Les- 
ter, John  McGrath,  Joseph  Ortez;  trus- 
tees— John  Bray,  Ralph  Fields,  John  Raf- 
ferty. Newport  election  resulted  as  fol- 
lows; Winfield  H.  White  jr.,  president  and 
business  agent;  Alfred  Lord,  vice-presi- 
dent; Jonn  J.  Acki’oyd,  secretary-treas- 
urer; executive  board — Winfield  H.  White 
jr.,  Mr.  Lord,  Fred  L.  Lewis,  John  J. 
Ackroyd. 


A Willing 
Spirit 

Boston — Said  a local  exhibitor  this 

week  to  a local  exchange  cashier,  "I 

WOULD  if  I had  the  COULD." 

A Film  Sijmposium 
Series  Scheduled 

New  Haven — Tlie  combined  Junior  Mo- 
tion Picture  Councils  of  the  schools  in  New 
Haven  will  hold  the  first  of  three  sym- 
posiums on  motion  pictures  at  Troup  Jun- 
ior High  School  on  February  1.  Rehear- 
sals are  now  in  progress  for  this  sym- 
posium which  some  400  students,  as  well 
as  the  public  are  invited  to  attend.  Un- 
der the  general  heading,  “Short  Subjects” 
for  all  three  symposiums,  the  first  will 
show  and  discuss  cartoons,  short  comedies 
and  novelties. 

Local  exchanges  are  cooperating  in  sup- 
plying films,  and  criticism  and  analysis 
from  technical,  artistic,  entertainment  and 
other  angles  will  be  given  by  members  of 
the  councils.  Discussion  will  follow,  and 
finally  the  same  films  will  be  shown  again. 

The  second  symposium,  not  yet  sched- 
uled, will  discuss  travelogues,  exploration 
and  scientific  films  and  the  third,  fac- 
tual, documentary,  industi’ial  films  and 
newsreels. 

Donald  Eldridge  of  the  New  Haven  Irigh 
school  staff,  heads  the  motion  picture 
study  in  the  schools,  and  Miss  Anne  Rog- 
ers of  Ti  oup  Junior  High  is  general  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  the  symposiums. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Jan.  12,  1929) 
PROSPERITY  is  the  keynote  for  New 
England’s  Netoco  chain.  Under  the 
guidance  of  President  Samuel  Pinanski, 
the  system  has  quadrupled  its  holdings 
during  the  past  year  . . . Harry  Cohen, 
manager  of  the  Phototone  Co.  of  New 
England,  is  waxing  enthusiastic  over  the 
new  synchronous  device  his  company  is 
putting  on  the  market. 

Manager  Harry  Horgan  plans  to  remodel 
the  Newport  Opera  House,  Newport,  R.  I., 
shortly  . . . Fire  recently  destroyed  the 
stage  of  the  Colonial,  Keene,  N.  H.  . . . 
Add  sound  installations:  Auditorium, 
Lynn,  Mass.;  Monitor,  Hinsdale,  N.  H.; 
Palace,  Manchester,  N.  H.  . . . Manager 
Frank  Hookailo  of  Boston’s  Washington 
St.  Olympia  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  with  a septic  sore  throat. 

The  new  Latchis,  Claremont,  N.  H.,  re- 
cently bowed  . . . George  M.  Cohan  opened 
in  Providence  on  New  Year’s  eve  with  his 
legit,  “Vermont”  . . . Netoco  announces 
the  adoption  of  a group  life  insurance 
policy  for  the  protection  of  the  chain’s 
389  employes  . . . The  Poll,  Bridgeport, 
underwent  two  changes  recently.  The 
house  was  renamed  the  Globe,  and  the 
vaude-picture  policy  was  pm’ged  in  favor 
of  talkies  only. 


^HE  Morris  Rosenthals  are  still  trying  to 
get  the  odor  of  smoke  out  of  their  apart- 
ment and  their  clothes. 


“Pins  and  Needles,”  first  legitimate  show 
in  more  than  a year,  did  excellent  busi- 
ness at  the  Lyric  . . . Palace,  Stamford, 
is  offering  six  acts  of  vaudeville  on  Sat- 
urday nights. 

St.  Thomas  church,  Groton,  sponsored 
a one-day  showing  of  “Dawn  Over  Ire- 
land” at  the  Strand,  Waterbui’y  . . . One 
hundred  North  and  South  End  carrier 
boys  from  the  Post  and  Telegram  were  the 
guests  of  Matt  L.  Saunders  at  the  Loew- 
Poli. 

Cowboy  Jack  and  His  Radio  Roundup 
unit  is  getting  a few  dates  in  some  of  the 
small  town  houses  . . . Lyric,  dark  for 
several  weeks,  has  resumed  weekend  opera- 
tion with  holdovers  from  the  Loew-Poli. 

Playhouse,  New  Canaan,  did  a good  two- 
day  business  with  the  French  film  “Un 
Carnet  De  Bal”  as  a single  featm’e  . . . 
Vaudeville  at  the  Globe  on  Monday  nights 
now  even  has  them  standing  in  the  second 
balcony. 

Empress,  Norwalk,  had  films  on  its 
screen  of  the  football  game  on  New  Year’s 
day  between  Norwalk  High  and  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  High  less  than  24  hours  after 
the  game  ended.  The  game  was  played 
in  Florida  with  Norwalk  the  winner. 


MANCHESTER 


J^NSEL  W.  SANBORN,  Wolfeboro  thea- 
tre owner,  has  been  named  vice-presi- 
dena  of  the  new  Mount  Whittier  Corp., 
which  will  build  a half-million-doUar 
aerial  tramway  and  winter  sports  arena 
on  the  slope  of  Mt.  Nickerson.  Sanborn 
recently  was  unanimously  elected  speaker 
of  the  house  of  the  New  Hampshire  legis- 
lature. 

The  Scenic  Theatre  in  Rochester  is  get- 
ting good  results  from  a small  publication 
it  is  putting  out  called  Scenic  News.  The 
paper  contains  news  from  film  studios 
and  is  distributed  in  and  around  Rochester 
. . . Metro’s  “Sweethearts,”  after  a suc- 
cessful run  at  the  State  here,  was  moved  to 
the  Strand  for  two  days. 

The  Modern  Theatre  here  is  using  a 
chinaware  giveaway  . . . Add  odd  street 
addresses ; The  Police  Court.  That’s  where 
the  Tremont  Theatre  is  located  in  Clare- 
mont. 


Dividends  Have 
Soured 

Boston — "In  the  old  times,  we  used 
to  slice  a melon  at  the  end  of  every 
fiscal  year,"  a Greater  Boston  film  man 
remarked  the  other  day.  "This  year  it 
looks  as  if  we  will  be  cutting  up 
pickles." 
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Initial  Okla.  Bills  Dallas  Remodeling  Rolls  Up 
Do  Not  Molest  Record  for  Early  1939 


Oklahoma  City — Initial  measures  intro- 
duced into  the  house  and  senate  of  the 
17th  legislature  revealed  no  immediate  bills 
directly  affecting  the  theatre  business  in 
the  state  though  a number  of  bills  would 
indirectly  affect  their  operation. 

If  the  past  is  any  indication,  theatre 
legislation  will,  however,  arise  after  the 
major  administration  measures  have  been 
disposed  of  and  while  no  legislators  have 
intimated  they  have  exceptional  mea- 
sures affecting  the  industry  ready  for  sub- 
mission, it  is  known  that  a number  of  such 
bills  have  been  urged  upon  legislators  by 
various  groups,  in  and  out  of  the  busi- 
ness. 

Chain  Store  Measure 

Being  watched  with  a very  critical  eye 
at  present  is  the  chain  store  tax  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  early  sessions  by  an  Okla- 
homa county  representative,  George  Mis- 
kovosky,  which  is  designed  to  affect  gro- 
cery stores,  filling  stations,  clothing  stores, 
drug  stores  and  other  mercantile  institu- 
tions. 

No  specific  mention  is  made  of  the 
theatre  industry  but  some  observers  point 
out  that  there  is  nothing  to  exclude  cir- 
cuits from  coverage  under  the  law  as  ex- 
pounded by  the  suggested  bill. 

The  chain  store  tax  scale  is  based  on 
the  total  number  of  units  operated  by  the 
chain,  nationally,  and  applies  to  the  parts 
of  this  national  organization  in  business 
in  Oklahoma.  The  scale  runs  as  follows: 
2 to  10  stores,  $10  each  a year;  10  to  20, 
$25  each;  20  to  40,  $50  each;  40  to  60, 
$100  each;  60  to  100,  $300  each;  100  to  200, 
$500  each;  200  to  400,  $800  each;  400  to 
500,  $1,000  each  and  more  than  500, 
$1,500  each. 

The  measure  seems  more  certain  of 
passing  this  year  than  at  any  time  in  the 
past. 

Divorcement  Bill  Drafted 

A reliable  source  informed  Boxoffice 
several  weeks  ago  that  a divorcement  bill 
had  been  drafted  and  would  be  presented 
at  this  session  of  the  legislature,  but  noth- 
ing has  been  heard  about  it.  However, 
Congressman  Lyle  Boren  has  stated  that 
he  has  such  a bill  drafted  and  ready  for 
submission  to  the  present  session  of 
Congress  as  soon  as  a number  of  court 
decisions  affecting  the  industry  have  been 
heard  from. 

Though  these  interests  backing  a di- 
vorcement bill  for  the  state  have 
clearly  intimated  they  will  attempt  to 
have  it  put  before  the  state  legislature, 
they  have  also  backed  Congressman  Boren 
and  it  seems  likely  that  if  Boren  does  of- 
fer his  bill  to  Congress  within  the  imme- 
diate future  no  such  measure  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  current  state  legislature. 

Some  anti-Ascap  legislation  may  also  be 
in  the  offing,  generated  not  only  by  the 
industry  members  but  by  radio  station  and 
night  club  operators  as  well.  There  have 
been  a number  of  suits  by  Ascap  in  which 
the  courts  have  rendered  judgment  in 
Ascap’s  favor. 


Actor  by  Proxy 


Dallas — In  addition  to  directing  the  en- 
tertainment offered  and  operation  of  137 
theatres,  R.  J.  O’Donnell,  Interstate’s  vice- 
president,  has  just  completed  a part  in  the 
Warner  special  short  attraction,  “Swing- 
time in  the  Movies,”  although  he  himself 
did  not  personally  appear  before  the  cam- 
era. The  short  is  booked  in  at  the  Majes- 
tic, and  becomes  a regular  release  to  all 
theatres. 

In  the  picture  O’Donnell  is  impersonated 
by  Eddie  Kane,  veteran  Hollywood  player, 
and  is  introduced  as  “the  big  showman 
from  Texas.” 

Row's  Realignment 
Spurred  in  Dallas 

Dallas — With  part  of  its  long  reported 
transformation  accomplished  in  the  form 
of  a complete  remodeling  and  occupancy 
by  new  tenants  on  the  second  floor.  Film- 
row’s  key  location  at  Harwood  and  Jack- 
son  Sts.,  will  within  the  next  few  days, 
recognize  its  complete  change  with  the  re- 
moval of  Film  Exchange  Cafe  to  2010 
Jackson  St.  and  in  turn,  the  move  of  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  into  the  restau- 
rant’s former  downstairs  corner. 

The  corner’s  second  floor  is  divided  into 
office  spaces  at  the  front  with  National 
now  utilizing  the  back  half  of  that  floor 
for  displays  of  equipment  and  supplies.  To 
the  front  the  tenants  will  be  J.  O.  (Buddy) 
Harris,  of  Tad  Screen  Advertising;  L.  C. 
Baxley,  who  has  several  propositions  to 
sell  in  his  own  right  to  theatres;  and  Burt 
King,  Texas  RCA  representative,  who  will 
maintain  a sales  office  and  also  carry  a 
stock  of  sound  parts  there,  it  is  under- 
stood. L.  M.  Threet  of  the  Texan  theatres 
at  Lufkin  and  Livingston,  said  he  will  also 
occupy  an  office  space  in  this  part  of  the 
building. 

An  architectural  firm  now  is  operating 
in  its  new  quarters  toward  the  center  of 
that  floor  area,  and  National  has  the  bal- 
ance. 

Victor  Polas  and  Anthony  Condos  who 
long  have  operated  the  cafe  on  the  comer, 
were  moving  fixtures  this  week  into  their 
new  location  just  across  the  street  from 
M-G-M  and  Republic.  When  that  move  is 
completed,  work  will  start  on  remodeling 
the  lower  corner  for  the  main  part  of  the 
National  Supply  store,  plans  for  which  are 
said  to  be  quite  elaborate. 

After  that,  when  National  completes  its 
move,  the  plan  is  for  Jack  Adams  to  move 
Adams  Film  Exchange  to  306  S.  Harwood. 


Pact  to  Annabella 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
signed  Annabella  to  a two-picture  con- 
tract. 


Dallas — Building  permit  figures  for  the 
first  of  1939  were  swelled  for  the  most 
part  by  theatre  projects  to  be  completed 
before  February  1. 

The  Arcadia,  ranking  independent 
neighborhood  house,  is  revamping  its  en- 
tire front,  together  with  other  store 
fronts  owned  by  the  same  interests,  into 
an  ultra  modern  theatre  center.  The  work 
is  now  in  progress. 

In  Oak  Cliff  between  $20,000  and  $25,- 
000  will  be  spent  by  the  Robb  & Rowley- 
United  circuit  on  the  Rosewin.  The  house, 
seating  about  1,000,  will  have  its  face 
lifted  and  the  roof  skyrocketed  to  allow 
a spacious  balcony.  Balcony  prices  will 
be  lower. 

Also  in  Oak  Cliff,  H.  C.  Houston  has 
done  a complete  redecorating  job  at  the 
Trinity,  original  theatre  in  that  section 
of  the  city.  The  front  was  brightened 
by  additional  Neon  lighting,  more  attrac- 
tion boards  placed,  and  from  there  back 
to  the  screen  the  artists’  handiwork  is 
now  evident. 

King  Scenic  Completes 
Move  to  New  Site 

Dallas — Removing  of  the  offices  of  King 
Scenic  Co.  to  2011 Jackson  Street,  over 
the  Republic  exchange,  was  completed 
Wednesday.  For  about  the  past  yeai’  the 
company  had  occupied  a building  on  Main 
Street.  The  new  quarters  are  being  fitted 
with  displays  in  modern  theatre  materialSi, 
designs  and  furnishings. 

King  Scenic  Co.  was  founded  in  1910, 
continuously  operating  under  the  owner- 
ship of  Walter  B.  King,  who  was  joined 
in  business  a few  years  ago  by  his  son, 
Sam  King  and  who  also  is  active  in  thea- 
tre work. 

Tlie  King  organization,  specializing  in  its 
first  years  in  the  making  of  scenery,  stage 
equipment  and  decoration,  made  its  great- 
est strides  when  sound  came  in,  revamp- 
ing and  acoustically  treating  hundreds  of 
theatres  over  the  southwest.  Since  that 
time  the  company  has  expanded  its  serv- 
ices into  complete  remodeling,  furnishing 
and  decoration  of  theatres. 

H.  W.  Leuthstrom’s  Texas  division  of 
the  American  Seating  Co.  will  occupy  a 
part  of  the  new  location. 


W.  C.  Scott  Will  Build 
Odessa  1 ,000-Seater 

Odessa,  Tex. — W.  C.  Scott  has  an- 
nounced a new  $50,000  theatre,  seating 
1.000,  and  with  construction  to  start 
March  1.  The  present  Rio  'Tlieatre  will 
continue  to  operate  until  the  new  show 
is  completed,  he  said. 


Smith  Into  Territory 

New  York — Cresson  E.  Smith,  western 
and  southern  sales  manager  for  RKO  Ra- 
dio, has  left  here  for  a tour  of  all  the 
branches  under  his  jurisdiction. 
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Problem  of  Passes 
In  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City — The  Great  Case  of  the 
Season  Pass  is  again  creating  a dilemma 
locally,  particularly  with  Standard  Thea- 
tres Corp.  which  has  this  year  issued  a 
limited  coupon-book  type  of  season  pass 
to  all  and  sundry  upon  its  lists. 

The  state  legislature  being  in  session, 
the  problem  is  more  acute  than  ordinarily. 
In  the  past  Standard  has  “carried  the 
burden”  of  issuing  annual  passes  to  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature.  Checking  its  books, 
the  organization  has  found  widespread 
abuse  of  the  pass,  with  one  legislator’s 
pass  having  come  through  the  boxoffice 
more  than  30  times  on  one  picture. 

To  curb  this  abuse  of  season  passes,  the 
organization  issued  a type  of  coupon-book 
which  contains  two  coupons  for  each  week 
of  the  year,  dated  and  numbered,  and  to 
be  surrendered  when  the  book  is  presented 
at  the  boxoffice. 

“Or  Else”  a Common  Term 

Many  legislators  privately  raised  much 
“hades”  about  the  coupon-books  and  in 
roundabout  ways  suggested  either  a 
change,  issuance  of  more  books  to  each  in- 
dividual, or  else the  “or  else”  has  been 

with  Oklahoma  for  a number  of  years. 

Theatre  owners  of  the  state  have  this 
year  moved  toward  issuance  of  season 
passes  to  legislators  in  their  home  com- 
munities only,  with  each  community  oper- 


ator “carrying  the  load.”  However,  no 
action  along  this  line  was  taken  so  Stan- 
dai’d  issued  its  coupon-books. 

The  books  were  not  issued  to  legislators 
exclusively  however,  going  to  the  general 
“season  pass”  list  including  several  “gen- 
tlemen of  the  press”  formerly  issued  press 
pass  cards.  A number  of  the  books  have 
been  returned  by  some  individuals  in  the 
trade  as  well  as  others  “honored”  on  the 
list  but  few  of  the  legislative  group  have 
returned  their  books. 

Passes  on  Yellow  Paper 

Standard’s  competition,  T.  B.  Noble  jr. 
more  or  less  refused  to  bother  about  the 
whole  business  but  issued  regular  no-con- 
dition season  passes  to  his  entire  list, 
legislators  included.  One  year  Noble  is- 
sued large,  nine  by  twelve-inch  special 
“Legislative  Passes”  printed  on  yellow  pa- 
per. That  legislature  spent  two  and  a 
half  days  discussing  the  affront  to  its 
dignity  before  dropping  the  matter. 

It  has  been  roughly  estimated  that  pass 
use  during  1937  represented  approximately 
$35,000  worth  of  admissions  with  Stand- 
ard’s group  of  houses  alone. 


Name  New  Waxahachie 
House  "The  Texas" 

Waxahachie,  Tex. — When  the  Robb  & 
Rowley  circuit’s  new  theatre  is  completed 
within  the  next  thi’ee  months,  it  will  be 
named  “The  Texas.”  The  new  structure 
replaces  the  Ritz,  destroyed  by  fire  just 
before  the  holidays. 


J^LOYD  RUST,  Republic  manager  and 
partner  in  the  Dallas  exchans^e  with 
Underwood  and  Ezell,  stayed  at  home  a 
few  days  during  the  bad  weather  to  keep 
his  very  pronounced  case  of  laryngitis 
from  going  into  something  worse.  The 
old  voice  W'as  coming  back,  however,  ac- 
cording to  a visitor  in  the  Rust  home  later 
in  the  week. 

Louis  Charninsky,  Elvi  Street  live  voire, 
got  a break  the  other  day  to  use  a fine 
piece  of  traveling  luggage  employes  in  the 
Rialto  and  Capitol  gave  him  as  a Christ- 
mas present.  He  will  he  in  Austin  on  Tues- 
day for  the  inaugural  of  Governor  O’Daniel 
and  the  reception  to  follow.  The  invita- 
tion came  direct  from  political  leaders  as 
Charninsky  was  active  in  the  one-sided 
gubernatorial  campaign.  He  voill  repre- 
sent Interstate  circuit  officials  in  Austin 
that  day. 

Thanks  to  Skinny  Pryor  for  an  invita- 
tion to  the  inaugural  reception.  He’s  a 
veteran  political  figure  around  the  state 
capitol  and  goes  back  that  far  as  an  ex- 
hibitor on  Congress  avenue. 

It  ivas  a very  pleasant  visit  to  the  Row 
this  week  from  Dale  Wilson  who  operates 
the  Eltex  at  Elgin.  His  community  this 
year  is  raising  such  a fine  quality  of  pop- 
corn that  the  Eltex  is  using  it  instead  of 
an  imported  variety.  He  took  back  a big 
supply  of  seasoning,  but  told  Dallas  whole- 

( Continued  on  page  83) 
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"Snow  White"  Heads 
Tulsa's  Favorites 

Tulsa,  Okla. — Tyrone  Power  and  Snow 
White  shared  honors  as  Tulsa’s  favorite 
film  stars  in  1938,  according  to  J.  C.  Hun- 
ter, general  manager  of  the  Ralph  Talbot 
theatres,  operators  of  five  first-run  houses 
here. 

The  ten  favorite  pictures,  according  to 
boxoffice  figures,  were  as  follows; 

1.  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs” 
(RKO),  cartoon  feature. 

2.  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  (20th- 
Fox),  with  Tyrone  Power,  Alice  Faye,  Don 
Ameche. 

3.  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  (Col), 
with  Lionel  Barrymore,  Jean  Arthur  and 
James  Stewart. 

4.  “In  Old  Chicago”  (20th-Fox),  with 
Tyrone  Power,  Alice  Faye,  Don  Ameche. 

5.  “Test  Pilot”  (M-G-M),  with  Clark 
Gable,  Myrna  Loy,  Spencer  Tracy. 

6.  “Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy”  (M-G-M) , 
Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone. 

7.  “Happy  Landing”  (20th-Fox) , with 
Sonja  Henie,  Don  Ameche. 

8.  “Boys  Town”  (M-G-M),  with  Spen- 
cer Tracy,  Mickey  Rooney. 

9.  “Marie  Antoinette”  (M-G-M),  with 
Norma  Shearer,  Tyrone  Power. 

10.  “Robin  Hood”  (WB),  with  Errol 
Flynn,  Olivia  De  Havilland. 

In  contrast  Lily  Pons,  Cornelia  Otis 
Skinner  were  the  outstanding  boxoffice 
attractions  at  the  Convention  Hall,  ac- 
cording to  Mrs.  Robert  Boice  Carson, 
sponsor. 

Free  Showings  of  Early 
Films  in  Houston 

Houston — The  Houston  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  has  announced  a series  of  early 
American  films  to  be  shown  in  the  San 
Jacinto  High  School  auditorium  without 
charge  to  the  public. 

The  first  program  to  be  held  January 
16,  will  consist  of  the  thriller,  “The  Great 
Train  Robbery,”  “The  Last  Card”  and  the 
early  epic  “The  Covered  Wagon.”  Other 
films  are  scheduled  for  February  15  and 
March  20  showings. 

The  films  are  made  available  through 
the  Modern  Art-Film  Library  of  New  York 
City  and  cover  productions  from  1896  to 
1934. 

A San  Angelo  Property 
To  Robb  and  Jones 

San  Angelo,  Tex.  — A lot,  75x150  feet, 
has  been  purchased  here  by  H.  B.  Robb 
of  Dallas  and  John  D.  Jones,  local  mana- 
ger of  Concho  Theatres,  Inc.,  a R&R-Uni- 
ted  Theatres  subsidiary. 

Jones,  while  indefinite  as  to  what  would 
be  done  with  the  property,  said  that  if  the 
company  decides  to  build  a new  theatre, 
it  would  seat  at  least  2,000. 

R&R-United  presently  control  five  houses 
here  including  the  Texas,  Ritz,  Royal,  An- 
gelus,  and  Rex. 


gOME  notes  have  appeared  in  the  public 

prints  to  the  effect  that  Oklahoma  City 
is  to  get  a new  theatre  on  North  Broadway 
but  everyone  denies  any  knowledge  of  the 
matter,  only  the  building  owner  admitting 
his  building  will  be  remodeled  immediately. 
It  is  known  that  T.  B.  Noble  jr.  has  had 
his  eyes  in  that  direction  as  has  South- 
western Theatres  outfit. 

Student  workers  at  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  are  getting  set  to  form  a Stu- 
dent Labor  Ass’n  at  Norman  and  one  of 
the  points  on  schedule  will  he  to  ask  all 
working  students  to  support  the  Motion 
Picture  operators  local  in  Norman  in  their 
strike  against  the  Griffith  Amusement 
Co.’s  houses. 

A number  of  the  film  boys  and  girls  off 
to  Miami  for  the  University  football  game 
in  the  Orange  Bowl  and  back  on  the  job 
now.  Among  those  who  had  their  pictures 
in  the  local  papers  back  home  were  T.  B. 
Noble  jr.  and  wife  and  Lew  Chatham  and 
wife.  Former  Theatreman  John  B.  Terry 
also  rated  back  home  pictures  in  the  press. 

For  the  first  time  in  quite  a spell  com- 
mercial ad  reels  are  being  spun  in  down- 
town first-run  Standard  houses.  In  the 
past,  Oklahoma  City  theatregoers  have 
been  opposed  to  viewing  commercial  copy 
in  first-run  houses. 

Fire,  fanned  by  a strong  southeast  wind, 
swept  through  four  buildings  in  the  Tish- 
omingo business  district  causing  loss  esti- 
mated at  $100,000  to  $125,000.  In  the 
path  of  the  flames  was  the  Thompson 
Theatre,  owned  by  Glenn  Thompson  who 
has  several  houses  in  this  area.  Damage 
to  the  theatre  was  estimated  at  $10,000. 

The  Ritz,  Standard  nabe  house  which 


has  been  operating  for  a long  time,  will 
be  closed  shortly,  according  to  City  Man- 
ager Walter  B.  Shuttee.  Staff  of  the  house 
will  be  absorbed  into  the  other  7iabe  thea- 
tres, according  to  Shuttee,  which  should 
be  good  7iews  to  the  boys  and  girls  with 
the  jobs. 

Jeanette  MacDonald,  M-G-M’s  star,  is 
set  for  a personal  appearance  at  Still- 
water, Okla.,  next  spring,  the  Oklahoma 
A&M  College  officials  have  announced  . . . 
Tom  Nash,  operator  at  the  State,  off  to 
see  his  mother,  out  of  town,  who  is  ill  . . . 
Pete  Crown  back  on  Filmrow  still  inter- 
ested in  good  product  for  his  houses.  Pete 
may  have  another  house  to  add  to  his 
present  string  shortly. 

Bob  Pfotenhauer  working  with  General 
Foods  on  tieup  deal  between  Calumet 
baking  powder  and  Monogram’s  “Gang- 
ster’s Boy.”  As  we  predicted  two  weeks 
ago  and  some  souls  accused  us  of  passing 
out  stuff  . . . C.  P.  Anderson  has  moved 
from  National  to  Oklahoma  Theatre  Sup- 
ply. 

Pat  Patchen  boosted  talk  on  “Dawn 
Patrol”  (WB)  and  grosses  for  his  house 
by  putting  out  a number  of  flags  along 
Main-Street  in  the  holes  where  merchants 
set  their  own  flags  on  parade  days  . . . 
Morris  Loewenstein,  as  prexy  of  the  state 
exhibitor  association,  eyeing  the  day’s 
news  from  the  state  legislature  very  care- 
fully . . . Mary  Jane  Hudson,  former 
cashier  at  the  Circle  Theatre,  wed  to 
Powell  Briscoe  jr.  . , . And  a personal  bit 
to  our  readers;  on  occasions  when  you 
want  to  reach  us  in  a hurry  and  have  mis- 
laid our  address  and  telephone  just  look 
over  to  the  editorial  page  of  the  magazine 
and  there  you  will  find  us  listed  with  the 
other  representatives. 
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Two  New  Openings  Highlight 
Sparks  Theatre  Activity 


Miami — Opening  of  two  new  theatres, 
starting  of  construction  on  a third,  exten- 
sive remodeling  of  a fom'th  and  fifth,  and 
reopening  of  a sixth  and  seventh  are  in- 
cluded in  activities  of  the  past  month 
among  Florida  theatres  in  the  extensive 
E.  J.  Sparks  organization.  The  two  new 
houses  bring  the  Sparks  holdings  in  the 
state  up  to  110. 

New  houses  to  open  were  the  $100,000 
new  Arcade  Theatre  at  Ft.  Myers,  and  a 
second  deluxer,  also  in  the  $100,000  class, 
the  Matanzas  Theatre  in  St.  Augustine. 
The  latter  house  had  its  formal  opening 
Christmas  eve.  The  projection  apparatus 
installed  in  this  one  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  In  keeping 
with  the  architecture  of  the  “oldest  city,” 
this  new  St.  Augustine  theatre  is  of  16th 
Century  Spanish  design  with  modernistic 
influences  apparent  in  the  foyer,  promen- 
ade and  auditorium.  Locke  Crumley  is 
managing  the  new  Matanzas. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  St.  Augus- 
tine house,  it  was  subjected  to  a detailed 
inspection  by  Mr.  Sparks,  who  told  the 
St.  Augustine  press  that  the  new  house 
would  receive  releases  simultaneously  with 
their  first  showings  in  metropolitan  cen- 
ters. 

The  Jefferson  at  St.  Augustine  continues 
under  its  same  management. 

Air-Cushioned  Seats 

All  of  the  1,000  seats  in  Ft.  Myers’  new 
Arcade  Theatre  are  air-cushioned.  Both 
the  Arcade  and  the  Matanzas  have  sec- 
tions of  seats  specially  wired  for  hard-of- 
hearing  patrons. 

Several  Sparks  officials,  among  them  B. 


B.  Gardner,  general  manager  in  charge  of 
theatre  operations,  and  Jesse  L.  Clark,  dis- 
trict supervisor  of  Sparks  theatres  on  the 
West  Coast,  came  down  to  Ft.  Myers  for 
the  Arcade’s  opening.  Frank  Bell  is  man- 
ager of  the  new  Arcade. 

Completion  of  construction  of  the  third 
new  house  at  Plant  City  is  anticipated  in 
May.  The  initial  permit  for  this  midstate 
house  called  for  an  expenditure  of  $30,- 
000.  Seating  800,  it  will  be  the  only  the- 
atre in  Plant  City  having  a balcony. 

An  entire  new  front  for  the  Capitol  at 
Clearwater  was  one  of  the  features  of  the 
remodeling  of  this  West  Coast  house.  A 
new  glass  tile  boxoffice,  enlarged  seating 
capacity,  enlarged  lobby,  new  rest  rooms 
and  lounges,  new  carpets,  draperies  and 
lighting  fixtures  have  also  been  installed. 

New  Heating  System  for  Ritz 

The  other  Sparks  house  in  Clearwater, 
the  Ritz,  has  been  given  a new  circulating 
air  heating  system. 

Reopening  for  the  winter  season  with 
Christmas  Eve  performances  were  two  St. 
Petersburg  theatres,  the  Capitol  and  the 
Pheil. 

Another  holiday  opening  was  that  of  the 
extensively  remodeled  Van  Croix  at  Mel- 
bourne on  which  $10,000  was  spent.  Homer 
Fuller  manages  the  Van  Croix. 

Improvements  made  in  the  Melbourne 
playhouse  include  a complete  exterior  and 
interior  remodeling  and  redecorating  job 
with  seats  recushioned  and  rearranged. 
New  carpets  and  draperies,  new  ladies’ 
lounge,  relocation  of  manager’s  office  and 
of  the  boxoffice  are  included  in  the  re- 
modeling. 
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^HE  Jolly  Club  plans  a dance  at  Peach- 
tree Gardens,  January  13,  with  Bill 
Clark’s  orchestra  furnishing  the  music. 

Salesmen  for  Republic  have  returned  to 
the  job  with  renewed  vigor  after  holiday 
vacations. 

Jack  Lamont,  GN  division  manager,  re- 
cently journeyed  to  New  Orleans. 

Row  Visitors:  Harold  Laird,  of  Lam 
Amusement  Co.,  Rome;  Louis  Ingram  of 
Ashland,  Ala.;  James  Jarrell  of  Commerce, 
Ga. 

T.  H.  Thompson,  of  Hawkinsville,  re- 
cently entertained  a number  of  fUmites 
at  a game  dinner  at  his  home.  Guests 
included  A.  C.  Bromberg,  O.  C.  Lam,  Riley 
Davis,  S.  R.  Reams,  E.  D.  Martin,  R.  A. 
Martin  jr..  Jack  Barrett,  Jack  Nelson,  of 
Washington,  and  Roscoe  Reams. 

W.  J.  (Slick)  Collins,  well  known  in  the 
mdustry,  has  joined  the  sales  force  of 
Monogram.  He  will  cover  the  Alabama 
territory,  where  he  has  many  friends.  Mr. 
McElroy  has  been  transferred  from  Mono- 
gram’s Alabama  territory  to  the  Charlotte 
office,  from  where  he  will  cover  the  South 
Carolina  territory. 

Tex  Hall,  Republic  cowboy  actor,  and 
Judy  Blane,  his  leading  lady,  paused  in 
Atlanta  for  visits  with  friends.  Tex  and 
Miss  Blane  are  making  personal  appear- 
ances in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Ohio  and  Missouri. 


"Cavalcade  of  Stars"  Is 
Set  for  Miami  Cameo 

Miami — Another  publicity  break  for  the 
new  Cameo  Theatre  on  the  beach  will  be 
given  this  recently  opened  new  deluxer 
as  the  result  of  the  decision  of  the  local 
YMHA  to  stage  its  annual  “Cavalcade  of 
Stars”  there.  As  the  date  is  January  29, 
the  house  is  assured  of  three  weeks  of  fre- 
quent mention  of  its  name  in  local  news 
columns  at  the  time  in  the  season  when  it 
needs  it  most. 

Always  assured  of  a brilliant  galaxy 
of  stars,  this  benefit  has  already  the  prom- 
ise of  appearances  from  Ted  Lewis,  Harry 
Richman  and  Abe  Lyman  with  responses 
coming  in  daily  from  other  screen,  stage 
and  radio  personalities,  reports  Nick 
Kenny,  song  writer  and  columnist,  who  is 
“talent  scout”  for  the  cavalcade. 

This  will  be  the  second  benefit  of  the 
month  to  be  staged  at  the  Cameo,  Hem- 
ingway’s “Spanish  Earth”  having  been 
shown  last  week  with  receipts  going  to  the 
Loyalists. 

New  Marietta  Theatre 
To  Open  in  Spring 

Marietta,  Ga. — Opening  of  a new  the- 
atre for  this  community  and  Cobb  county 
is  planned  for  early  spring  by  Strand  The- 
atres, Inc. 

The  house  will  be  operated  jointly  with 
the  present  Strand  and  under  the  same 
management.  It  will  be  located  in  the 
Malone  Bldg. 
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T T.  JAMES  of  Judsonia  has  bought  the 
New  Theatre,  Cotton  Plant,  from  John 
Crabtree  and  has  taken  charge  . . . The 
Rialto,  Morrilton,  has  installed  new  recti- 
fiers . . . W.  D.  Metcalf,  manager  of  the 
Ritz  at  Morrilton,  suffered  an  injury  to 
his  right  side  last  week  when  he  fell  from 
a scaffold  at  the  top  of  the  marquee.  He 
was  confined  to  his  bed  for  several  days. 

A.  A.  Clark,  Hughes  Springs,  Tex.,  ar- 
rived at  Waldo  the  first  of  the  week  to 
start  construction  on  Waldo’s  new  $12,000 
theatre.  Owners  of  the  new  house  are 
Frank  Keasler  and  L.  W.  Watts  who  were 
at  Waldo  recently  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments. The  new  house  will  be  known  as 
the  Wa-Kea,  and  will  be  the  l^th  owned 
by  this  company. 

Hal  Howard,  manager  of  the  Paramount 
and  Pastime  theatres  at  Helena  for  the 
past  year,  has  been  transferred  to  Hope. 
Howard  came  to  Helena  from  Kentucky. 
M.  A.  Lightman  jr.,  will  assume  the  man- 
agership of  the  Helena  theatres,  it  is 
stated  . . . Manager  Crabtree  of  the  Para- 
mount, Clarendon,  gave  a benefit  show 
recently  for  the  Clarendon  library. 

Hiram  Meeks,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Paraynount,  Hot  Springs,  for  the  past  three 
years,  has  been  transferred  to  Fulton,  Ky., 
to  take  charge  of  the  Malco  theatres  in 
that  city.  Harold  O.  Jackson,  who  has 
been  connected  with  Malco  theatres  here 
since  1935,  will  succeed  Meeks  as  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Paramount. 

The  National  Theati’e  Supply  Co.,  a 
Delaware  corporation,  has  filed  notice  of 
appointment  of  Burk  Mann,  Forrest  City, 
to  succeed  S.  H.  Mann  as  agent  for  ser- 
vice . . . The  Commonwealth  Theatre 
Corp.,  owners  of  the  Lyric,  Harrison,  has 
obtained  a 10-year  lease  on  the  Plaza  The- 
atre building  at  that  place,  which  they 
plan  to  operate  after  making  some  im- 
provements, according  to  D.  E.  Fitton, 
local  manager  of  the  Lyric. 


Is  Optimistic  About  the 
Quality  of  New  Films 

Atlanta — Mrs.  Alonzo  Richardson,  sec- 
retary to  the  Board  of  Review  of  Motion 
Pictures,  recently  commented  on  the  high 
quality  of  present  day  flims  and  express- 
ed optimism  for  still  better  pictures  in 
the  future  in  an  address  before  the  stu- 
dent body  of  Decatur  Girls’  high  school. 

Mrs.  Richardson  told  of  her  experiences 
on  a recent  trip  to  Hollywood. 


Old  Columbia  Closes 

CoLtnviBiA,  S.  C. — The  old  Columbia  The- 
atre, more  recently  known  as  the  Caro- 
lina, has  closed  to  make  way  for  the  new 
$1,000,000  Wade  Hampton  Hotel.  It  was 
built  in  1900  as  a part  of  the  old  city  haU. 


Cast  in  “First  Offenders" 

Hollywood — Iris  Meredith  and  Robert 
Sterling,  Columbia  contract  players,  draw 
feature  roles  in  “Rrst  Offenders,”  based 
on  the  popular  radio  program. 


Film  Shilt  to  Florida 
Seen  by  Executive 

Miami — “The  moving  picture  industry 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to  move 
immediately  to  Florida — if  for  no  other 
reason  than  to  avoid  what  has  been  term- 
ed ‘confiscatory  taxation’  in  California, 
but  this  change  can  only  be  made  grad- 
ually.” 

That  is  the  conviction  of  Herbert  Jaedi- 
ker,  art  director  for  United  Artists  who 
is  now  vacationing  on  Miami  Beach  with 
his  wife  and  daughter.  The  Jaedikers  plan 
a Cuban  jaunt  before  they  return  to  New 
York. 

Continuing  about  the  eventual  shift  of 
the  industry  to  our  southeastern  peninsula, 
Jaediker  added,  “Every  motion  picture 
executive  in  California  knows  that  Flori- 
da will  be  a better  location  for  the  in- 
dustry, and  is  looking  forward  to  the  day 
when  gradual  decentralization  will  make 
this  area  a new  Hollywood.” 

Jaediker  provided  chambers  of  com- 
merce all  over  the  state  with  headline 
copy  when  he  continued,  “There  is  no 
argument  about  the  fact  that  Florida  has 
it  all  over  California  from  the  standpoint 
of  climate,  location  and  other  factors  im- 
portant to  the  industry:  but  removing  the 
tremendous  picture  plants  now  settled  so 
permanently  in  California  is  a task  that 
can  be  accomplished  only  after  many  years. 
We  look,  however,  for  such  a move  to 
take  place.” 

Among  the  various  responsibilities  fall- 
ing upon  Jaediker ’s  shoulders  are  the 
decisions  as  to  all  advertising,  promotion 
and  publicity  for  United  Artists.  The  an- 
nual budget  for  this  expenditure  is 
$1,500,000. 


^HE  new  Lincoln  Theatre  for  colored 

people  in  Aiken,  South  Carolina’s  win- 
ter resort  city,  was  opened  last  week  by 
I.  Efron.  E.  A.  Rosenblatt  of  the  Sound 
Engineering  Service  Co.,  which  installed 
the  sound  equipment,  says  the  Lincoln  is 
one  of  the  most  modern  theatres  for  col- 
ored people  in  the  Carolinas.  The  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  equipped  the  house. 
A special  box  section  is  reserved  for  chauf- 
feurs and  other  servants  of  tourists  and 
resort  vacationists  from  the  north. 

The  Warner  Club  gave  a Hew  Year’s 
eve  party  in  the  club  rooms.  An  old-time 
barn  dance  was  enjoyed.  Thirty-five  mem- 
bers and  guests  were  present. 

A committee,  representing  the  city’s 
cultural  groups,  has  been  organized  in 
Charlotte  to  cooperate  with  the  Visulite 
Theatre  in  the  bringing  of  foreign  films  to 
the  city.  A Finer  Film  Forum  is  to  be 
organized.  Memberships  will  be  sold.  Dur- 
ing the  year  five  outstanding  pictures, 
which  otherwise  would  not  be  shown  in 
Charlotte,  will  be  presented  at  the  Visulite. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  Carolina 
Playmakers  theatre  at  Chapel  Hill,  the 
interior  of  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
last  August,  was  celebrated  January  11, 
when  the  51th  bill  of  experimental  plays 
ivas  presented. 


Draw  Feature  Roles 

Hollywood — Sig  Rumann  and  Anthony 
Quinn  have  been  signed  for  feature  roles 
in  Columbia’s  “Plane  No.  4,”  which  How- 
ard Hawks  will  direct. 
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Selling  Disney's  "Ferdinand" — 


The  smiling  lady  is  Gail  Northe,  on  a goodivill  tour  of  22  cities  for  the 
little  fellow  she's  holding  in  her  right  hand,  Ferdinand  the  Bull.  Miss  Northe 
is  hetween  the  mayors  of  the  Texarkanas,  Mayor  Broivn  (left)  of  Texas  and 
Mayor  Seibert  of  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Besa  Short  of  Interstate  circuit  is  respon- 
sible for  it  all. 


IIHI  (O  lU  ^ ir  O M 


JOE  C.  CLEMMONS,  president  of  the 

Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  South  Texas 
theatre  chain,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Beaumont  Chamber  of  Commerce  this 
week. 

Eddie  Bremer,  manager  of  the  Kirby 
Theatre,  was  master  of  ceremonies  when 
a mass  meeting  of  citizens  honored  truck 
drivers  of  a local  brewery  who  went 
through  1938  without  an  accident.  The 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  safety  coun- 
cil of  the  Houston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
The  honored  drivers  were  given  safety 
medals. 

The  annual  Christmas  party  for  Inter- 
state theatres  was  held  at  the  Elks  ball- 
room this  year.  Gifts  were  exchanged 
and  the  company  played  Santa  Claus  with 
liberal  bonuses.  John  Sullivan’s  swing 
band  played  for  the  dancing  until  the  wee 
hours  of  morning.  Interstate  theatres  in 
Houston  are  the  Metropolitan,  Majestic 
and  Kirby,  downtown;  and  Tower,  Del- 
man,  Eastwood,  North  Main,  Eastwood, 
Bluebonnet  and  Yale,  suburbans. 

Hash,  feline  mascot  of  the  Majestic  who 
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was  brought  in  from  the  street  as  a found- 
ling and  adopted  by  Sam  Hazel,  Kirby 
engineer,  came  near  living  up  to  his  name 
in  a big  way  recently.  Hash  has  a discon- 
certing  way  of  escaping  from  the  engine 
room  at  inopportune  times  and  has,  on  a 
few  occasions,  made  personal  appearances 
m the  theatre  auditorium  until  caught  by 
keen-eyed  ushers.  But  recently  Hash  wan- 
dered into  Main  street  and  held  up  traf- 
fic in  mid-block  until  rescued  by  a police- 
man. 

The  Houston  public  seems  to  be  un- 
animous in  its  approval  of  the  Warner 
flag  waving  short  reels  which  the  Inter- 
state theatres  introduce  with  a “Texas, 
My  Texas”  prologue.  Every  audience, 
without  hesitation  comes  to  its  feet  with 
the  playing  of  the  national  anthem.  The 
reels  are  well  applauded. 

Henry  Holmes,  chief  engineer  of  the 
Horwitz  Homefolks  theatres,  a local  chain 
owned  and  operated  by  'Will  Horwitz, 
played  Santa  Claus  for  the  19th  time  at 
the  annual  Will  Horwitz  Christmas  Eve 
party  for  Houston  children  at  the  city 
auditorium.  Toys,  fruit  and  candy  were 
given  5,000  needy  children  at  the  pro- 
gram. At  a second  party  another  6,000 
children,  not  from  needy  homes,  were 
given  fruit  and  candy  and  served  a 40- 
minute  stage  show  of  local  talent.  Mr. 
Horwitz  spent  more  than  $5,000  on  the 
party  which  he  says  is  his  annual  “Christ- 
mas present  to  myself.” 


Roles  in  "Sabotage" 

Hollywood — Ralph  Morgan  and  Paul 
Everton  have  been  assigned  roles  in  “Sabo- 
tage,” Jack  Holt’s  new  starring  picture  for 
Columbia.  Lewis  D.  Collins  directs. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

31SS.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 


TEHMIESSEE 

^HATTANOOGA’S  three  groups  of  mo- 
tion picture  theatres  had  increased  at- 
tendance in  1938,  particularly  during  the 
last  two  months  of  the  year,  and  the  own- 
ers enter  1939  with  optimism.  Emmett 
Rogers,  district  manager  of  the  Wilby- 
Kincey  Co.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  reports  the  best 
year  for  its  premier  local  house,  the  Tivoli, 
since  it  was  built.  He  says:  “Theatre  at- 
tendance has  been  particularly  gratifying 
during  the  past  two  months,  with  the  final 
week  one  of  the  best.”  Abraham  Solo- 
man,  president  of  Independent  Theatres, 
Inc.,  which  circuit,  incidentally,  plans  two 
new  houses  in  1939,  says:  “Business  dur- 
ing 1938  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.”  William  L.  Dowler  jr.,  man- 
ager of  the  Dixie  and  Volunteer  theatres, 
reports  a successful  year. 

Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  has 
leased  the  C&C  department  stores,  in 
Union  City,  and  will  remodel  it  for  a the- 
atre. The  company  owns  the  Capitol  in 
Union  City. 

To  create  local  interest  in  “Sweethearts,” 
the  Tennessee  Theatre,  Knoxville,  offered 
a $10  first  prize  for  the  oldest  “sweet- 
heart” picture.  The  prize  winner  was  made 
in  1872,  67  years  ago!  Guest  tickets  were 
awarded  to  the  25  next  oldest  pictures. 

Mrs.  Roa  Di  Palma  Barrasso,  mother  of 
Aansehno  Barrasso,  operator  of  the  Beale 
Street  Palace,  Memphis,  died  recently. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Morrison  of  Pontotoc,  Miss., 
who  at  67  years  of  age  had  never  seen  a 
film,  was  recently  the  special  guest  of  a 
Memphis  theatre.  Her  7-year-old  grand- 
daughter, who  lives  in  Memphis,  explained 
to  her  grandmother  all  about  how  movies 
are  made. 

Attejidance  at  most  of  the  uptown 
houses  in  Nashville  has  shown  a some- 
what alarming  decrease  during  the  past 
year,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
patronage  at  the  neighborhood  houses. 
However,  it  is  “all  in  the  family”  as  they 
are  all  owned  by  Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
A continuation  of  decreased  attendance  at 
uptown  houses  would  eventually  cause  the 
closing  of  one  of  them. 

W.  F.  Ruffin  will  rebuild  his  Palace 
Theatre  at  Newbern  that  was  destroyed  by 
fire  January  2.  The  house  was  owned  and 
operated  by  the  Ruffin  Amusement  Co., 
Covington. 

Manager  J.  W.  Easton  of  the  Peabody 
Theatre,  Memphis,  was  robbed  recently  of 
the  day’s  theatre  receipts  while  on  his 
way  home. 

Dallasite  Designated  as 
Likely  Screen  Material 

New  York — In  his  search  for  new  screen 
personalities,  Jesse  L.  Lasky  has  chosen, 
among  his  first  candidates,  Camille  Patti 
and  Ralph  Bowman  of  Lincoln,  Neb. 


In  Historical  Western 

Hollywood — Columbia  has  signed  Har- 
ry Harvey  and  Buzz  Barton  for  roles  in 
the  historical  western  drama,  “Lone  Star 
Pioneers.” 
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salers  they  should  get  right  out  and  han- 
dle the  Elgin  corn. 


Lance  Davis  arrived  for  a brief  visit 
with  the  film  boys.  He  is  “the  ex-mayor  of 
Rotan,”  and  was  all  dressed  up  new  from 
head  to  foot  like  the  town’s  leading  banker. 
The  Majestic  and  Ritz  in  Rotan  are  oper- 
ated by  Davis  with  the  R&R  circuit  as  his 
partner. 


B.  R.  McLendon,  whose  home  and  cir- 
cuit headquarters  are  in  Atlanta,  has  been 
under  treatment  in  a Dallas  hospital  and 
is  reported  doing  nicely. 


Owners  of  the  new  Rio  at  Sweetwater, 
Pat  Duffey  and  his  son,  Leo  Duffey,  were 
Harwood  street  visitors  Wednesday.  They 
operated  in  Oklahoma  before  opening  in 
the  west  Texas  town  . . . Paul  Scott,  for- 
mer owner  of  the  Varsity  Theatre  in  Dal- 
las, which  he  sold  to  Interstate,  is  still 
keeping  ’em  guessing  about  his  future  con- 
nection with  show  business.  He’s  been  on 
the  Row  frequently  the  past  several  days. 

Ed  Rowley  jr.,  has  been  shifted  from  the 
R&R-United  home  office  in  Dallas  to  the 
circuit’s  booking  office  in  Memphis.  Since 
completing  his  education,  Ed  has  been 
given  various  assignments,  over  the  cir- 
cuit, including  managership. 

R.  I.  (Rip)  Condron,  former  theatre 
owner  in  the  Valley,  is  back  from  a trip 
to  those  parts  disposing  of  property  he 
owned  in  the  citrus  area  and  will  stay 
close  to  Harwood  St.  for  a while  re- 
newing his  quest  for  another  location. 

Rubin  Frels  of  Victoria,  was  on  his  first 
1939  booking  trip  this  week  for  his  string 
of  south  Texas  houses  . . . R.  N.  “Bob” 
Smith  of  Mission  was  a one-day  visitor 
Monday.  He  handles  his  market  work 
quickly  when  he  does  appear  on  Harwood 
St.  due  to  the  fact  he  maintains  a book- 
ing office  in  the  Allied  quarters  with  Bob 
Filers  in  charge. 

They’re  still  talking  about  the  Variety 
New  Year  Jamboree  and  how  nicely  it  was 
handled,  and,  as  before,  Chief  Barker 
O’Donnell  gets  continuous  praise  for  suc- 
cess of  the  affair.  The  number  attending 
was  officially  given  out  as  around  325. 
During  the  party  club  members  presented 
their  chief  with  an  elaborate  bronze  clock. 
The  Variety  creed  is  carried  on  a scroll  at 
the  clock’s  base. 

Ben  Ferguson  is  anxious  for  our  readers 
to  know  that  he  is  responsible  for  Buddy 
Harris  making  his  debut.  Mrs.  Ferguson, 
(Betty  Lou),  conducts  a floral  business 
under  the  name  in  parenthesis,  and  re- 
ceived a contract  for  decorating  the  ball- 
room for  the  Wide  Awake  Club,  leading 
darktown  social  body.  Mrs.  Ferguson  was 
on  the  job  and  through  her,  Ben,  Buddy 
and  Mrs.  Harris,  were  invited  to  look  on 
at  the  festivities.  Ben  described  the  dance 
as  a swanky  affair,  very. elite  in  many  re- 
spects, but  not  without  its  comedy.  It  was 
an  unusual  evening  for  the  foursome. 


Oklahoma  News  Flashes 
OH  to  Good  Start 

Oklahoma  City  — Over  30  theatres 
throughout  the  state  exhibited  the  first 
issue  of  Oklahoma  News  Flashes,  a new 
newsreel  service. 

The  first  issue  covers  the  inauguration 
of  Oklahoma’s  new  governor,  exclusive 
shots  in  and  around  Tulsa’s  strike  area, 
and  oddities  in  the  newsfront. 

The  service  is  being  released  weekly  to 
Oklahoma  exhibitors  without  charge. 
Revenue  to  maintain  the  service  is  derived 
from  local  sponsorship.  Sponsors  are 
credited  in  a single  frame  announcement 
before  the  presentation  of  the  local  in- 
terest clips. 

Ray  Miller,  president  of  MBM  Produc- 
tions Co.  of  Dallas,  is  producing  the  news- 
reel, assisted  by  G.  W.  Sanderson,  camera- 
man; John  Miller,  editor;  Sam  L.  Robin- 
son, distribution,  and  Olan  Painter,  head 
of  the  technical  laboratories. 

Camera  service  is  offered  free  to  exhibi- 
tors, many  of  whom  are  requesting  shots 
of  news  interest  in  their  respective  com- 
munities. 


Hans  Smith  Plans  New 
Theatre  tor  Irving 

Irving,  Tex. — Hans  Smith,  who  made  a 
success  of  the  Irving  Theatre  is  going  even 
further  in  his  announcement  he  will  soon 
build  a new  house  to  seat  600,  and  to  be 
completed  by  March  1. 


gOB  HENDERSON,  tentshow  man  who 
is  now  playing  dates  in  this  territory, 
was  a caller  at  the  Independent  Film  Ex- 
change here  the  other  day  and  purchased 
supplies  from  R.  W.  Barron,  manager  of 
the  supply  house. 

The  Ritz  Theatre,  Negro  house  on  Iowa 
Street,  closed  down  again  before  the  holi- 
days. Motion  picture  machines  and  other 
booth  equipjnent  has  been  taken  out. 

Wallis  E.  Brennan,  vet  actor  and  the- 
atrical producer,  has  been  acquitted  in 
local  county  court  on  charges  of  operat- 
ing an  employment  agency  without  a 
license. 

Fred  Lamed,  former  salesman  here  for 
Paramount  Pictures,  has  been  sent  to  Dal- 
las where  he  is  working  out  of  the  Para- 
mount branch  office  . . . Manager  Homer 
LeTempt  among  the  late  steppers  at  the 
Gleam  Night  Club. 

Frank  Zimmerman  of  the  Palace  and 
Plaza  Theatres,  San  Marcos;  Lafe  Pfief- 
fer.  Interstate  concession  skipper,  Dallas; 
J.  C.  Webb,  Bandex  Theatre,  Bandera, 
Tex.,  and  Raymond  B.  Willie,  Interstate 
district  manager,  Dallas,  were  among  the 
recent  visitors  to  the  Mission  City. 


MEW  (ORILIEAMS 

jyjUSICIANS  have  elected  G.  Pipitone, 
president;  Dave  Weinstein,  vice-presi- 
dent; R.  L.  Chabo,  financial  secretary;  W. 
B.  Miller,  sergeant-at-arms;  Robert  Aguil- 
era, recording  secretary;  AFM  delegates 
are  G.  Pipitone,  Charles  Hartman  and 
Charles  Rittner  . . . Newsreel  men  are 
crowding  the  city  preparatory  for  Mardi 
Gras  which  is  expected  to  be  the  most 
colorful  in  local  history.  Theatres  will 
decorate  and  show  special  films  for  the 
occasion. 


Henry  Urows  of  New  York  is  in  the  city 
looking  for  location  for  a stock  company 
cojnposed  of  some  of  the  big  ’uns  in  the 
profession.  The  federal  players,  backed  by 
the  governmejit  and  heavily  subsidized  by 
local  capital,  cannot  make  a go  of  it  ..  . 
Mort  H.  Singer  of  the  Orpheum  and  Lib- 
erty theatres  has  sent  James  LeRoy  to 
New  Orleans  to  pilot  a film  produced  by 
the  National  Safety  Film  Co.,  shoioing  how 
to  drive  an  automobile  safely. 


Heather  White,  British  actress,  was  in 
New  Orleans  en  route  to  crash  the  gates. 
She  is  five  feet  tall  and  weighs  85  pounds. 
Prominent  Filmrowers  entertained  her  . . . 
The  Kirst  Bros.,  formerly  with  the  'Tulane 
theatre  orchestra,  are  now  making  their 
fifth  year  at  the  Roosevelt  Blue  Room. 

J.  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic 
Pictures,  while  in  New  Orleans  week  of 
January  10  told  Boxoffice  that  business 
is  good  in  the  motion  picture  industry. 
Grainger  was  accompanied  by  Arthur  C. 
Bromberg  of  Atlanta,  president  of  Repub- 
lic Corp.  of  the  Southeast,  and  B.  F.  Busby 
of  the  Little  Rock  division  of  the  company. 


MOVED 

TO 

20111  JACKSON  ST. 

across  the  hall  from  Allied  and 
over  Republic  Exchange. 
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^^HEN  the  thoroughbreds  take  to  the 
turf  at  beautiful  Hialeah,  the  club- 
house box  roster  assumes  international  im- 
portance. With  the  prospect  of  another 
War  Admiral-Seabiscuit  match  in  the  off- 
ing, even  the  imperturbable  and  classic 
pink  flamingos  appeared  to  sense  the  un- 
usual excitement  attendant  upon  this 
year’s  opening.  The  opening  bugle  Wed- 
nesday (January  11)  raised  the  curtain  on 
a 46-day  meet  during  which  the  world’s 
finest  horseflesh  may  be  depended  upon 
to  make  memorable  sporting  history. 
Among  this  season’s  boxholders  are  F.  Ray 
Comstock,  S.  A.  Lynch,  Damon  Runyon, 
Nicholas  Schenck,  E.  J.  Sparks,  Major 
Albert  Warner  and  Mitchell  Wolfson. 

Because  such  a diversified  audience  re- 
action can  be  secured  nowhere  else  in  the 
country.  Greater  Miami  has  been  given 
the  nod  for  numerous  pre-release  showings 
to  be  seen  here  during  the  next  three 
months.  Current  productions  distributed 
through  the  Big  Eight,  GB,  and  other  in- 
dependent producers  whose  pictures  are 
contracted  for  by  the  Paramount  and 
Wometco  circuits  will  be  "sampled”  in 
Miami  and  Miami  Beach  before  prints  are 
distributed  throughout  the  country. 

Many  incoming  winter  visitors  are  get- 
ting their  first  look  at  the  world’s  largest 
outdoor  theatre  upon  their  arrival  in 
Miami  this  season.  At  this  theatre,  the 
Miami  Drive-In,  they  sit  in  their  own  cars 
and  watch  pictures  projected  on  the  larg- 
est screen  in  the  country.  Ira  Loew, 
brother  of  E.  M.  Loew,  in  whose  chain  this 
big  drive-in  theatre  is  operated,  is  the 
local  supervisor. 

E.  L.  Fleischman,  nephew  of  the  for- 
mer chain  theatre  owiier  in  the  east,  is  the 
neiv  assistaiit  working  with  Herman  Law- 
ner  at  the  Surf  Theatre.  He  has  previously 
been  associated  with  the  Bergen  in  Jersey 
City  and  the  Rex  in  the  Bronx. 

Edgar  B.  Hatrick,  vice-president  of 
Cosmopolitan  Productions  and  executive 
vice-president  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Dramatic  Art,  Mrs.  Hatrick  and  their 
daughter,  Gloria,  are  guests  at  the  Tower 
Hotel  on  Miami  Beach  . . . Also  vacation- 
ing here  briefly  is  A1  Dubin,  lyricist. 

Not  only  are  Wometco  employes  ardent 
football  fans,  they  have  a positive  mis- 
sionary zeal  about  the  sport.  The  organi- 
zation has  a 100  per  cent  membership  in 
the  newly  organized  Quarterbacks  Club, 
an  organization  which  has  succeeded  in 
making  Miami  as  football-minded  this 
year  as  a middlewestern  college  town  . . . 
Add  to  recent  changes  of  personnel  loca- 
tion at  Wometco  houses — Helen  Brunner 
who  has  been  transferred  from  the  box- 
office  at  the  Plaza  to  the  new  Strand.  An- 
other recent  appointment  in  this  same 
organization  sees  Gordon  Spragley,  man- 
ager of  the  Biltmore,  named  as  coordina- 
tor of  the  chain’s  Mickey  Mouse  clubs 
. . . When  the  Ace,  colored  theatre  in 
Coconut  Grove  was  taken  over  recently  by 
Wometco  and  reopened  for  the  season,  Ira 
McKinney,  manager  of  the  Grove,  was 
given  that  house  as  an  additional  mana- 
gerial assignment. 

The  national  executive  council  meeting 


of  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians, 
scheduled  to  have  begun  in  Miami  this 
week  is  having  its  current  sessions  in  New 
York  City,  where  they  can  be  attended  by 
a greater  number  of  producers.  The  board 
will  move  south  to  continue  session  at 
Miami  January  14,  Walter  C.  Turner, 
secretary  of  the  Miami  union,  No.  655, 
told  the  local  Boxoffice  representative. 
The  Miami  sessions  of  the  national  execu- 
tive council  will  be  held  at  the  Everglade 
Hotel. 

Roger  Ferri,  of  the  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising department  of  20th  Century-Fox 
and  editor  of  that  organization’s  house 
organ.  Dynamo,  and  Mrs.  Ferri  are  vaca- 
tioning for  the  balance  of  this  month  on 
Miami  Beach. 

Following  the  departure  of  Joe  Aber- 
crombie, manager  of  the  Cinema  Theatre, 
for  Atlanta  where  he  joins  the  Frost  or- 
ganization, Charlie  Whitacre  goes  to  the 
Cinema  from  the  Community,  whose  man- 
agement will  be  handled  by  Austin  Moon 
in  addition  to  his  regular  assignment  at 
the  adjacent  Colony. 


Harold  Lloyd  in  Answer 
To  Plagiarism  Charges 

New  York — Answer  to  the  plagiarism 
suit  instituted  by  William  Jordan  Rapp 
and  Lowell  Brentano  against  Harold  Lloyd 
and  Harold  Lloyd  Corp.  for  $75,000  in 
connection  with  “Professor,  Beware”  has 
been  filed  by  Robert  S.  Benjamin  of  Phil- 
lips & Nizer  in  the  U.  S.  district  court. 

The  writers  contend  they  submitted  two 
scripts,  “Arms  of  ’Venus”  and  “Greek  to 
You”  to  Lloyd  who  paid  $1,500  for  the 
option  with  the  right  later  to  pay  an  addi- 
tional $8,500  with  a percentage  of  the 
profits,  if  purchased. 

Attorneys  for  Lloyd  hold  both  scripts 
were  turned  down  and  several  years  later, 
Lloyd  bought,  “The  Road  to  Jericho,”  a 
short  story,  from  Crampton  Harris,  an 
Alabama  lawyer.  Other  writers  did  the 
script. 

The  case  has  not  been  set  on  the  cal- 
endar for  hearing. 


A Show  on  Civic  Spirit 


Houston  — Three  enterprising  high 
school  youths  talked  themselves  into  a 
good  show  recently  and  brought  the  Kirby 
theatre  a nice  bit  of  publicity  by  a clever 
imitation  of  the  Houston  Elks’  “Mile-of- 
Dimes”  campaign  for  Christmas  baskets. 
A block  from  where  the  Elks  were  bally- 
hooing  the  mile-of-dimes  contributions  in 
a roped-off  space  on  Main  street,  the 
three  boys  stood  in  front  of  the  theatre 
and  pleaded  for  “a  yard-of-pennies”  from 
passersby. 

“Just  30  minutes  left  of  the  15-cent 
price  of  a show — a yard  of  pennies  now 
will  take  the  three  of  us  in.  Takes  35 
cents  each  at  1 p.  m.,”  one  boy  called  in  a 
barker’s  monologue. 

Within  30  minutes  the  boys  had  40  cents. 
Manager  Eddie  Bremer  of  the  Kirby  con- 
tributed the  other  5 cents  necessary  for 
three  matinee  admissions. 


Lyons  in  New  York 
For  RKO  Meet 


New  York — In  session  here  over  the 
weekend  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  under  the 
guidance  of  Jules  Levy,  general  sales  man- 
ager, were  RKO  Radio  district  managers 
to  discuss  the  marketing  of  mid-season 
releases. 

Fi’om  the  south  went  Hubert  M.  Lyons, 
southeastern  district  manager,  and  Sol  M. 
Sachs,  head  of  the  southwestern  area. 
Other  attending  from  the  field  included 
Nat  Levy,  eastern  central;  J.  H.  MacIn- 
tyre, northeastern:  W.  E.  Branson,  mid- 
western;  H.  C.  Cohen,  western,  and  L.  M. 
Devaney,  Canadian. 

In  addition  to  Levy,  the  sales  depart- 
ment was  represented  by  Harry  Michal- 
son,  short  subjects  sales  manager;  Cresson 
E.  Smith,  western  and  southern  sales  man- 
ager, and  E.  L.  McEvoy,  eastern  and  Ca- 
nadian sales  manager. 

A highlight  of  the  meeting  was  the 
address  by  President  (Teorge  J.  Schaefer. 

"Snow  White"  1938's  Best 
Is  Reviewers'  Opinion 

New  York — “Snow  "White  and  the  Sev- 
en Dwarfs”  was  the  best  picture  of  1938 
in  The  Film  Daily’s  poll,  the  17th,  and, 
as  usual,  conducted  among  critics  and  re- 
viewers. The  Disney  feature  established 
an  early  lead  which  was  never  seriously 
threatened  and  cleared  its  untouched  first 
position  with  419  votes,  or  47  more  than 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  at  372. 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  captured  third 
spot  with  324  votes;  “Boys  Town,”  fourth 
with  313;  “Marie  Antoinette,”  fifth  with 
287;  “In  Old  Chicago,”  sixth  with  243; 
“The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood,”  seventh 
with  218;  “The  Citadel,”  eighth  with  210; 
“Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy,”  ninth  with  190 
and  “The  Hurricane,”  10th  with  172.  In 
the  first  10,  M-G-M  landed  four;  20th 
Century-Fox,  two,  and  Columbia,  Radio, 
UA  and  Warner,  one  apiece. 

Over  500  votes  were  cast.  The  “Honor 
Roll,”  which  embraces  pictures  with  10 
or  more  votes,  this  year  ran  to  48  other 
trailing  pictures,  led  off  by  “Four  Daugh- 
ters.” In  this  secondary  division,  M-G-M 
led  with  14;  Paramount,  UA  and  Warner 
tied  for  second  position  with  eight  each. 
Universal  rated  four;  RKO,  three;  Colum- 
bia, GB  and  20th  Century-Fox,  one  each. 

May  Tear  Down  Three 
New  York  Theatres 

New  York — City  Investing  may  tear 
down  the  Astor,  Bijou  and  Morosco  this 
summer  and  build  an  office  building  and 
a new  theatre  to  replace  the  three  houses. 
Loew’s,  which  has  a lease  on  the  Astor 
which  runs  until  April,  is  not  interested 
in  the  new  theatre  planned  and  it  is  stated 
demolition  of  the  present  structures  wiU 
not  take  place  until  a tenant  for  the  new 
house  can  be  secured. 

Other  tenants  are  imderstood  ready  to 
vacate  on  60  days’  notice. 
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Odeon-GB  Merger  Ontario 's  Blue  Law  Revamp 
Deal  in  Offing  Waits;  Opposition  Builds 


London,  Eng. — An  offer  by  the  Odeon 
Theatres  circuit  to  acquire  the  farflung 
Gaumont  British  chain  of  houses  will  be 
presented  to  the  GB  stockholders  some 
time  in  March,  according  to  reports  here. 

Acquisition  of  the  GB  property,  the  re- 
ports hold,  would  be  achieved  by  purchase 
of  controlling  interest  in  the  voting  shares 
of  Metropolis  & Bradford  Ti’ust,  Ltd.,  GB 
holding  company,  held  by  Isidore,  Mark 
and  Maurice  Ostrer. 

Approval  of  the  deal  by  the  GB  stock- 
holders would  give  Odeon  a circuit  of  ap- 
proximately 600  theatres  within  the  frame- 
work of  the  British  Empire. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  the  deal  now  ap- 
pears to  be  the  49  per  cent  interest  held 
in  Metropolis  & Bradford  by  20th  Century- 
Fox.  The  20th-Pox  agreement  forbids  sales 
or  amalgamation  of  the  GB  holdings. 

Conciliation  Committee 
Eases  Clearance  Some 

Toronto — Clearance  has  been  reduced 
50  per  cent  on  what  is  designated  as 
“short  term”  product  by  the  conciliation 
committee  of  the  film  section  of  the  To- 
ronto Board  of  Ti-ade. 

Applicable  to  the  Toronto  area,  the  new 
system  embraces  approximately  100  thea- 
tres. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  head  of  the  film 
section,  said  that  he  would  contact  the  ex- 
changes in  behalf  of  Goldway  and  Solway 
of  the  Avenue  Theatre  who  complained  of 
difficulty  in  securing  suitable  major 
product. 

"Little  Christmas"  Ends 
The  Holiday  Season 

Ottawa — The  winter  holiday  season 
came  to  a close  for  theatres  with  the 
observance  of  the  Feast  of  Epiphany, 
popularly  known  as  “Little  Christmas,”  on 
January  6,  when  many  places  of  business 
were  closed,  particularly  on  the  Quebec 
side  of  the  Ottawa  River  where  the  courts, 
government  departments,  many  stores  and 


Ottawa — With  Premier  Mitchell  F. 
Hepburn  of  Ontario  on  his  way  to  Aus- 
tralia for  a health  trip,  intimation  is 
forthcoming  that  the  provincial  legisla- 
ture will  not  convene  until  sometime  in 
March  or  almost  two  months  after  the 
usual  time.  This  means  that  the  pro- 
posed revision  of  the  Blue  Laws  with  re- 
spect to  Sunday  observance  will  be  de- 
layed for  some  weeks.  It  is  learned,  how- 
ever, that  Sunday  shows  and  sports  may 
become  legalized  after  June  1 when  some 
form  of  amusement  tax  also  may  become 
effective — the  suggestion  having  been 
made  that  the  proceeds  from  the  levy  be 
divided  among  municipalities  concerned 
on  a pro  rata  basis. 

Developments  are  heading  for  a oom- 
promise,  it  is  believed  in  some  quarters, 
with  the  government  making  it  possible 
to  operate  theatres  and  organized  sports 
on  Sundays  in  return  tor  which  a mod- 
erate ticket  tax  would  be  levied  through- 
out the  whole  week  to  provide  revenue 
for  hard-pressed  cities  and  towns.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  shows  would  be  per- 
mitted after  2:00  p.  m.  on  Sundays. 

With  Premier  Hepburn  absent  from  the 
country,  the  opportunity  has  been  pro- 

Devaney  in  New  York  on 
RKO  Marketing  Plans 

New  York — RKO  district  managers  met 
here  last  week  at  the  Waldorf  Astoria 
and  heard  George  J.  Schaefer,  president, 
on  marketing  plans  for  four  big  pictures 
the  company  will  soon  release. 

With  Jules  Levy,  sales  chief,  presiding, 
the  following  district  managers  were  in 
attendance:  L.  M.  Devaney,  Canadian; 
Nat  Levy,  eastern  central;  J.  H.  MacIn- 
tyre, northeast;  W.  E.  Branson,  mid- 
west; H.  M.  Lyons,  southeast;  S.  M.  Sachs, 
southwest;  H.  C.  Cohen,  western. 


even  the  beverage  taverns  were  closed.  In 
some  instances,  business  establishments 
were  also  closed  on  the  following  day, 
Saturday,  so  that  the  people  had  plenty 
of  opportunity  for  amusements. 


vided  for  a campaign  by  religious  bodies 
against  an  open  Sunday.  This  is  indi- 
cated in  the  presentation  of  a resolution 
before  the  Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  G.  Stewart  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a commit- 
tee “to  cooperate  with  other  Christian 
bodies  in  formulating  a course  of  action.” 
The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

“Attorney-General  Gordon  Conant  has 
served  notice  on  members  of  the  Lord’s 
Day  Alliance,”  declared  Dr.  Stewart,  “that 
the  government  will,  in  the  near  future, 
open  this  province  to  professional  ball 
games  and  theatres  on  Sunday.  That 
statement  has  been  confirmed  by  Premier 
Hepburn.” 

Sunday  observance  in  Canada  comes 
under  a Dominion  statute  officially  called 
the  “act  for  the  proper  respectful  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord’s  Day  in  Canada” 
and  the  federal  government  has  criminal 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  There  is  no 
indication,  however,  that  the  Dominion 
authorities  will  take  a hand  in  the  On- 
tario move  because  enforcement  of  the 
Sunday  law  would  require  the  services  of 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  which 
has  concerned  itself  with  other  matters. 

Sees  Less  Support 
For  Next  Quiz 

Regina,  Sask. — If  distributors  simply  use 
a Movie  Quiz  contest  in  1939  just  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  push  the  sales  of  new 
product  they  will  find  a heavy  falling  off 
in  support  from  independent  Saskatche- 
wan operators,  warned  Isidore  Reinhorn, 
owner  of  the  Roxy  here,  in  an  interview 
with  Boxoffice. 

Reinhorn  withdrew  from  participation 
in  the  contest  in  November  when  he 
found  that  in  his  entire  schedule  he  would 
play  but  two  of  the  quiz  pictures  of  1938. 
His  is  a third  and  fourth  run  house.  He 
was  appointed  secretary  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan Motion  Picture  Operators’  Ass’n  when 
the  original  campaign  got  under  way  in 
the  summer. 

“Instead  of  distributors  trying  to  force 
the  sale  of  new  product  through  the  con- 
test they  should  throw  in  the  tail  end  of 
the  current  product  so  that  subsequent 
run  houses  can  pick  up  the  old  pictures 
they  can  use.  I don’t  know  about  theatre 
conditions  in  the  big  cities  but  I do  know 
that  in  this  province  we  could  have  twice 
and  three  times  as  many  theatres  in  the 
contest  as  we  did.  I even  had  to  get  out 
myself  as  I did  not  stand  to  benefit  any,” 
he  said. 


Greetings  by  Newsreel 

Montreal  — New  Year  greetings  to  the 
people  of  the  Dominion  were  expressed  by 
His  Excellency  Lord  Tweedsmuir,  in  a news- 
reel released  by  Associated  Screen  News. 


No  Bar—But  No  Takers 

Ottawa — fhe  pictures  ol  the  Olympic  Games  at  Berlin  in  1936  can  be  admitted 
to  Canada  in  the  usual  way  because  there  is  no  ban  on  film  imports  from  Germany 
or  any  other  country,  according  io  the  customs  division  of  the  department  of  national 
revenue,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  Leni  Hiefenstahl,  the  German  actress,  from 
bringing  her  documentary  film  into  the  Dominion  on  payment  of  the  regular  duty 
and  otherwise  complying  with  emigration  requirements. 

The  federal  government  would  not  even  make  a move  to  censor  the  picture  and 
probably  the  censor  boards  of  the  respective  Provinces  would  find  nothing  objection- 
able in  them  on  moral  grounds.  An  arty  feature  starring  Fraulein  Hiefenstahl  has 
been  seen  on  the  screens  in  the  Dominion  but — 

No^  film  distributor  has  made  an  offer  for  Canadian  exhibition  rights  for  the 
Olympic  film  as  made  by  Leni  and  probably  no  theatre  would  care  to  run  the  picture 
even  if  it  were  available.  Canadian  sport  fans  have  not  been  clamoring  for  a 
glimpse  at  the  pictorial  record  of  the  Olympiad.  The  event  was  held  nearly  two 
years  ago  and  the  film  is  practically  two  years  too  late  to  be  interesting  in  a topical 
sense. 
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QONGRATULATIONS  to  Lloyd  Blackford 

of  the  Freeport  and  Tiverton  theatres 
in  Nova  Scotia  for  “showing  Eddie  Can- 
tor”— as  his  fellow  exhibitors  quipped — 
"that  there’s  always  hope.”  Mr.  Black- 
ford. like  Mr.  Cantor,  had  five  girls.  But 
on  January  2 his  wife  presented  him  with 
a bouncing  boy.  There’s  some  talk  of 
taking  a family  group  picture  to  send  to 
the  comedian  just  for  proof. 

Through  the  cooper  ati07i  of  Regal 
Films.  F.  G.  Spencer  and  the  Knights  of 
Columbus.  200  Catholic  orphans  attended 
a special  showing  recently  of  “You’re  Only 
Yomig  Once”  at  the  Strand,  Saint  John. 
A similar  screening  of  “Boys  Town”  is 
being  arranged. 

S.  E.  (Stan)  O’Brien,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Capitol,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  and 
his  wife  are  contemplating  a trip  to  Hol- 
lywood . . . Among  recent  visitors  to 
Filmrow,  Saint  John,  were  Ed  Finnigan 
of  the  Marina,  St.  Andrews,  and  M.  E. 
Walker  of  the  Gaiety,  Halifax,  the  latter 
seen  brnming  the  midnight  oil  in  confer- 
ence with  George  Heiber  at  UA  . . . Harry 
Adkins  of  the  Kent,  Richibucto,  N.  B.,  lost 
his  car  in  a big  garage  fire  in  his  town. 

Reliable  reports  have  it  that  SFA,  Ltd., 
at  present  operating  the  Capitol  in  Bridge- 
water.  N.  S.,  with  head  office  in  that  town, 
have  purchased  the  new  Capitol  and  build- 
ing in  Digby,  N.  S.,  from  the  Valley  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  will  take  over  active  opera- 
tion of  the  house  in  the  near  future. 

When  Saint  John  Capitol  Manager  W. 
H.  Golding  was  presented  with  a bou- 
quet of  roses  at  a Kiwanis  annual  “fam- 
ily banquet”  for  having  the  largest  num- 
ber of  guests,  he  brought  down  the  house 
by  telling  Santa  Claus,  “Why,  I’ve  got 
only  three  of  my  seven  grandchildren  here 


^HE  Elgin  Theatre  started  off  the  New 

Year  on  the  right  foot  with  a holdover 
of  UA’s  “Ti-ade  Winds”  for  a second  week, 
the  success  of  the  engagement  being  aid- 
ed and  abetted  by  M.  H.  Wilkes,  United 
Artists  exploiteer,  who  came  to  Ottawa  to 
assist  in  organizing  the  campaign. 

The  Somerset  Theatre  observed  its  first 
anniversary  with  a full-page  combination 
display  in  the  Ottawa  Journal  in  which 
16  local  business  houses  cooperated  in  the 
use  of  space  to  extend  good  wishes.  One 
of  the  “cards”  was  from  Ottawa  Local  257 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Operators  Unicni. 
The  anniversary  double-bill,  which  ran 
three  days,  included  “The  Amazing  Dr. 
Clitterhouse”  and  “Sing,  You  Sinners.” 

Gaby  Morlay,  French  film  and  stage 
star,  did  not  appear  in  the  French  ver- 
sion of  “Victoria  Regina”  on  the  stage 
of  the  Ottawa  Capitol  after  all.  Prac- 
tically at  the  last  moment,  she  switched 
to  Francis  de  Croisset’s  comedy,  “H  Etait 
une  Fois,”  which  means  “Once  Upon  a 
Time.”  Before  coming  to  Ottawa,  she  ap- 
peared in  “Victoria  Regina”  at  Montreal, 


— I can  win  these  prizes  with  one  hand 
tied  behind  my  back”  . . . “Don”  Mac- 
Leod, formerly  of  the  Capitol  staff,  re- 
newed acquaintanceships  in  Saint  John  at 
the  New  Year  before  returning  to  Eng- 
land to  resume  his  studies  at  Cambridge 
University,  where  he  is  preparing  for  ad- 
vanced military  technical  work. 

Civic  officials,  clergymen  and  press 
men  attended  a special  showing  of  “Dam- 
aged Goods”  at  the  Empire,  Saint  John, 
where  it  was  presented  later  in  separate 
shoivings  for  men  and  women.  News  re- 
views hailed  the  film  as  of  both  educa- 
tional and  entertainment  value. 

Alfred  Myers  has  arrived  in  Saint  John 
from  Montreal  to  sell  for  Regal  in  the 
Maritimes  . . . E.  A.  Whelpley  of  RKO 
reports  a thriving  business  done  in  this 
area  with  the  Disney  specials,  “Mother 
Goose  Goes  Hollywood”  and  “Ferdinand 
the  Bull”  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  F’ield- 
ing.  East  Riverside,  entertained  for  their 
niece.  Miss  Frances  Audas  of  Amherst, 
N.  S.,  who  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Audas,  has  been  visiting  them. 

It  was  a Happy  New  Year  for  Saint 
John  exhibitors,  who  had  been  waiting  to 
see  the  effect,  if  any,  of  increased  price 
scales  on  their  receipts.  Instead  of  drop- 
ping. business  pricked  up,  and  in  the  holi- 
day fortnight  the  Capntol,  largest  house, 
came  within  a hairsbreadth  of  breaking 
its  records  both  for  grosses  and  attend- 
ance figures.  From  such  results  the  ex- 
hibitors formed  these  opinions:  That  1939 
may  become  an  excellent  business  year; 
that  “unreasoning  competition”  is  some- 
times too  precipntate  and  ill-advised  in 
price-cutting,  and  that  sane  arid  sensible 
conferences  in  the  trade  can  have  a grati- 
fying effect  toward  stabilizing  business 
conditions. 


but  Helen  Hayes  was  currently  appearing 
in  the  same  vehicle  in  Canadian  cities. 
It  was  the  first  real  stage  roadshow  in 
Ottawa  for  months. 

Ken  Soble,  Canadian  radio  producer, 
made  a personal  ajrpearance  at  the  Rideau 
Theatre  in  his  “Tour  for  Talent”  series 
which  is  a weekly  stage  feature  at  this 
house  which  Manager  Henry  Marshall  puts 
on  the  air  in  a radio  tieup. 

Bert  Mills,  25-year-old  grocery  clerk  of 
Timmins,  has  gone  to  Hollywood  at  the 
suggestion  of  Talent  Scout  Clifford  Ho- 
gan and,  according  to  word  received  in 
the  Canadian  capital,  has  secured  a con- 
tract to  double  for  Bing  Crosby — although 
he  does  not  sing  a note. 

William  B.  Taylor,  formerly  of  Ottawa, 
has  gone  to  Toronto  where  he  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  old  Kingswood 
Theatre  which  has  been  reopened  as  the 
Manor  Theatre  by  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice- 
president  of  the  Independent  Theatres 
Ass’n. 


No  Soit  Pedal 
For  Him 

Ottawa — Finley  McRae,  Ottawa  thea- 
tre man  who  headed  the  polls  in  the 
1939  elections  for  the  civic  board  of 
control,  showed  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  be  a figurehead  when  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  council  chamber  for  the 
first  time  as  controller  by  launching  a 
sharp  attack  against  recent  actions  of 
the  board  which  he  considered  im- 
proper. When  an  attempt  was  made 
to  soft-pedal  him,  Cont.  McRae  de- 
clared he  had  ”a  right  to  speak  for  the 
thousands  of  electors  who  had  sup- 
ported me  in  the  recent  campaign.” 
It  looks  like  a snappy  year. 


WIMM HIPPIE  Cl 

^HROUGH  a tieup  with  Chase  & San- 
born whose  singing  star.  Nelson  Eddy, 
stars  in  the  film  “Sweethearts,”  now 
playing  at  the  Capitol,  Manager  Harold 
Bishop  effected  large  scale  exploitation. 
This  took  the  form  of  displays  in  stores, 
counter  displays,  5,000  heralds.  Tieups 
with  the  music  stores  of  the  city,  plug- 
ging the  song  hits  of  the  picture,  re- 
sulted in  good  publicity.  Additional  items 
included  radio  spot  announcements  and 
presentation  of  Eddy  recordings. 

Considerable  comment  has  been  aroused 
by  an  unusual  feature  of  the  Elite  The- 
atre at  Portage  la  Prairie.  This  is  a 
glassed-in  compartment  which  constitutes 
a sound-pyroof  smoking  room  with  full 
visibility  of  the  screen  and  a built-in 
sound  box.  The  smoking  room  seats  eight. 

A new,  fully  equipped,  $10,000  structure, 
the  Tivoli,  has  been  opened  in  McGregor, 
Man.  An  intensive  exploitation  program 
included  a screening  for  the  local  coim- 
cil,  the  mayor,  and  other  dignitaries. 

Dutch  Leavit  was  a visitor  to  Portage 
la  Prairie  . . . “Youth  Marches  On”  will 
open  shortly  at  the  Capitol.  Cecil  Broad- 
hurst,  Winnipeg  star  of  the  film,  will  be 
in  the  city  for  a personal  apypearanee. 

A letter  from  the  St.  David’s  Society, 
Welsh  organization,  to  Harold  Bishop,  with 
reference  to  “The  Citadel,”  discloses  au- 
thenticity of  mining  town  scenes,  vouched 
for  by  a former  Welsh  miner,  and  urges 
members  to  see  the  production.  Bishop 
believes  his  original  letter  to  the  society 
was  responsible  for  a good  turnout  to  see 
the  film. 

Publicity  Reel  Will  Be 
Shown  Great  Britain 

Montreal — “The  Kinsmen,”  a motion 
picture  based  on  Canada’s  wheat  indus- 
try, made  by  Associated  Screen  News, 
Montreal,  will  be  released  in  Great  Britain 
early  this  year. 

The  40-minute  sound  production  is  the 
second  in  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board’s 
overseas  advertising  campaign.  “Beyond 
the  Sunset”  made  last  year  has  been  ex- 
hibited before  more  than  500,000  persons 
and  15  prints  are  still  in  circulation. 
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J^NORMOUS  audiences  paying  increased 
prices  New  Year’s  Eve  compensated 
theatres  for  the  dull  days  around  Christ- 
mas. The  impression  most  managers  have 
is  that  the  audiences  were  larger  than  on 
previous  New  Year’s  Eves  and  that  they 
had  money  to  spend  as  they  concentrated 
on  the  higher-priced  shows. 

Restrictions  on  admission  of  children 
were  not  removed  during  the  holidays,  al- 
though some  special  morning  shows  were 
given  for  them.  Neighborhood  theatres 
found  that  on  New  Year’s  Eve  a large 
section  of  their  audiences  was  composed 
of  young  fellows  and  girls  who  might  have 
been  16  but  were  certainly  not  much  over 
that  age.  Crowds  of  yelling  high  school 
boys  and  girls  lined  up  between  11  and  12 
outside  theatres,  and,  although  police  were 
on  duty  to  keep  order,  there  were  no  in- 
stayices  of  interference  on  the  ground  of 
tender  years. 

The  Monday  hohday  following  New 
Year’s  was  dull,  and  although  theatre  au- 
diences were  fair,  it  was  evident  that  most 
of  the  revellers  of  the  previous  night  were 
resting  to  get  in  trim  for  resumption  of 
business  the  next  morning.  More  stores 
were  closed  uptown  on  the  holiday  than 
is  usually  the  case  on  Sunday. 

Grade  Fields  has  become  a newsreel 
editor.  She  edited  the  Christmas  editio7i 
of  British  Movietone  News.  Script  was 
written  by  Howard  Thomas  and  Grade 
acted  as  commentator  and  appeared  in 
person. 

Two  scripts  with  Canadian  background 
are  being  finished  by  20th-Pox  and  will  go 
into  production  soon.  They  are:  “The  Life 
of  Alexander  Graham  Bell’’  and  “Susannah 
of  the  Mounties.”  ’The  former  is  sched- 
uled for  general  release  May  12  and  the 
latter  July  28.  Shirley  Temple  will  be  the 
sweetheart  of  the  Mounties. 

Tivo  Queen  Victorias  narrowly  missed 
each  other  in  Montreal.  Gaby  Morlay,  dis- 
tinguished French  actress,  left  for  Quebec 
after  producing  "Victoria  Regina”  in 
French  at  His  Majesty’s.  She  had  left 
only  ten  minutes  when  Helen  Hayes  ar- 
rived to  play  the  same  part  in  English. 
To  her  delight  the  departing  queen  left 
her  a note  of  welcome  and  a bouquet  of 
roses. 

In  connection  with  the  expected  rush  of 
tourists  to  Quebec  province  during  the 
visit  of  King  George  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
next  summer,  Campbell  Carroll,  publicity 
director  of  Quebec  Tourist  Bureau,  men- 
tioned that  Quebec  province  has  distrib- 
uted a 1,000-foot  scenic  film,  photograph- 
ed in  color  by  Associated  Screen  News  dur- 
ing a 2,300-mile  journey  through  the  prov- 
ince. The  film  will  be  shown  in  5,000 
theatres  in  the  United  States  during  the 
spring,  and  additional  prints  have  been 
requested  for  showing  in  Great  Britain 
and  France. 

"How  do  you  like  seeing  your  stories  in 
the  movies?”  a Montreal  reporter  asked 
Fannie  Hurst,  the  novelist,  during  a visit 


Canadian  Television  Under 
Strict  Government  Clamp 


Ottawa — Tire  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corp.,  Ottawa,  has  officially  restricted  the 
development  and  inauguration  of  tele- 
vision in  Canada  to  the  experimental  stage, 
with  no  licenses  to  be  issued  for  tele- 
vised broadcasting  on  a practical  scale. 

The  CBC,  sponsored  and  financed  by 
the  Dominion  government,  has,  accord- 
ingly, established  the  attitude  that  tele- 
vision is  not  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  public  until  further  notice,  the 
declaration  being  made  by  W.  Gladstone 
Murray,  general  manager,  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  system,  that  the  policy  with 
respect  to  television  is  to  consider  appli- 
cations only  from  those  financially  re- 
sponsible to  conduct  research  for  experi- 
mental purposes  only.  The  use  of  fac- 
simile, which  is  the  reproduction  of  news 
in  printed  form  through  radio  receivers, 
has  been  denied  completely  to  private  in- 
terests. Further,  the  CBC  has  decided  not 
to  approve  any  short-wave  licenses  under 
private  control,  pending  the  decision  of 
the  department  of  transport,  Ottawa,  with 
regard  to  the  establishment  of  a com- 
plete short-wave  system  under  public  own- 
ership. 

In  other  words,  the  CBC,  backed  by  the 
Dominion  government,  is  not  permitting 
any  phase  of  broadcasting  to  get  out  of 
hand  with  the  restriction  in  television 
offering  some  assurance  to  theatre  own- 
ers that  visual  radio  will  not  be  an  im- 
mediate competitor  to  the  screen. 

The  report  shows  the  total  revenue  of 
the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  for  the 
past  fiscal  year  at  $2,253,735  of  which 
$500,000  was  supplied  by  the  government, 
the  net  surplus  being  $88,624.  Expendi- 
tures were  grouped  as  follows:  Programs, 
$1,088,419;  transmission  of  programs,  $526,- 
396;  operation  of  broadcasting  stations 
and  studios,  $303,968,  and  administration, 
$146,686.  Revenue  was  derived  from  the 
government,  receiving  set  license  fees  and 
the  sale  of  commercial  time  on  the  air 
with  a substantial  portion  being  derived 
in  contracts  for  commercials  from  the 


broadcasting  systems  in  the  United  States, 
actual  details  of  which  will  not  be  made 
public  until  they  are  placed  before  Par- 
liament. 


Film  Sound  Track 
Is  Broadcast 

Ottaw.a — The  first  event  to  be  arranged 
in  Canada  by  John  Grierson,  formerly  of 
the  General  Post  Office  Film  Unit  in 
London,  England,  was  the  broadcast  over 
the  CBC  national  network  of  the  sound 
track  of  the  British  government  docu- 
mentary film,  “Night  Mail,”  from  the 
Ottawa  studio.  The  sound  effects  were 
accompanied  by  explanatory  notes  written 
by  Mr.  Grierson,  who  was  the  producer 
of  the  film  in  England  to  depict  the 
movement  of  the  mail  train  between  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh. 

This  was  announced  as  an  entirely 
new  type  of  radio  program  but  this  was 
hardly  the  fact  because  sound  films  have 
been  reproduced  in  broadcasting  in  the 
Dominion  on  various  occasions,  notably 
in  the  exploitation  of  theatre  attractions. 
One  instance  was  the  reproduction  of  dia- 
logue from  “The  39  Steps”  over  the  air 
by  means  of  a microphone  placed  on  the 
stage  of  a theatre  during  a performance 
of  the  picture. 

Mr.  Grierson  arrived  in  Ottawa  several 
weeks  ago  from  England  with  the  an- 
nounced intention  of  reorganizing  the 
production  of  Canadian  documentary  films 
but  there  has  been  an  attitude  of  silence 
on  the  part  of  government  officials  re- 
garding any  definite  step  in  this  direc- 
tion. There  has  been  a report  of  a spe- 
cial appropriation  of  $125,000  by  the  de- 
partment of  trade  and  commerce  for  the 
making  of  a series  of  industrial  shorts 
but  there  has  been  no  confirmation  nor 
any  indication  that  Mr.  Grierson  has  a 
part  in  the  possible  project  from  official 
sources.  There  is  a report,  however,  that 
he  had  a conference  in  Canada  recently 
with  Mr.  Gottlieb  of  Film  Laboratories. 


to  the  Canadian  metropolis.  "I  shudder 
at  them,”  she  replied,  explaining,  "a  novel 
cannot  really  be  synchronized  to  a movie. 
The  tempo  is  different.  Narrative  tech- 
nique is  quite  a different  art  from  that 
which  appeals  to  the  eye.  Personally,  I 
think  that  in  the  future  there  will  be 
quite  a new  and  different  type  of  writer 
ivho  will  write  exclusively  for  the  talkies. 
The  novelist  can’t  do  the  work.” 

Christmas  holidays  amongst  the  French- 
Canadians  extend  each  year  until  I’Epi- 
phanie,  or  “Fete  des  Rois,”  January  6,  for 
which  reason  few  exhibitors  from  the 
country  have  been  around  Filmrow.  Snow- 
blocked  roads  have  prevented  some  from 
motoring  in  while  some  of  the  locals  have 
put  away  their  cars  for  the  winter.  Noted 
on  the  Row  were:  G.  Gray,  Magog;  L. 
Rosenbloom,  Lachine;  L.  Choquette  of 
Farnham  and  Waterloo,  G.  Panas,  of  the 


System  and  D.  Rosenberg  of  the  Canada, 
Montreal. 

Harry  Paynter,  of  Toronto,  formerly  of 
Warner  Bros.,  took  up  his  new  duties  in 
Montreal  as  province  of  Quebec  mana- 
ger of  Empire-Universal,  Jayiuary  5.  He 
succeeds  Frank  Fisher,  now  back  in  the 
Toronto  office. 

Montreal  will  soon  lose  its  advantage 
over  Toronto  in  having  theatres  open 
Sundays,  if  a belief  expressed  by  Rev. 
R.  G.  Stewart  to  Toronto  Presbyterian 
Presbytery  is  well-founded.  He  received 
the  impression  in  an  interview  with  At- 
torney-General Conant  that  Sunday  pro- 
fessional baseball  and  Sunday  opening 
of  theatres  will  soon  be  allowed  in  On- 
tario and  said  his  view  had  been  prac- 
tically confirmed  by  Premier  Mitchell 
Hepburn. 
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^ANAGER  BILL  NOVAK  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Regina,  returned  from  Winnipeg 
on  Saturday  where  he  and  his  family  went 
New  Year’s  eve  because  of  the  serious 
illness  of  his  father. 

Aided  by  fme  weather  that  permitted 
everyone  to  get  about  after  a week  of 
30  below  zero  weather,  Saskatchewan  the- 
atres generally  did  top  rate  business  over 
the  New  Year  holidays.  Country  busi- 
7iess  was  surprisingly  good,  according  to 
reports. 

Showing  a quickened  interest  in  the 
last  days  of  the  contest,  the  Movie  Quiz 
wound  up  in  Saskatchewan  successfully 
with  about  150,000  Quiz  books  being  dis- 
tributed. the  most,  of  course,  in  the  cities. 
Few  “answer  books"  were  heard  of  in  this 
province  and  none  were  being  openly 
offered  for  sale.  In  Regina  alone  about 
30,000  Quiz  books  were  distributed, 
through  the  four  main  theatres  in  the 
capital. 

Ge^ieral  Films,  Ltd.,  of  Regina  and  To- 
ronto is  scouting  a plan  to  produce  a film 
short  dealing  with  the  training  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police.  Regina 
is  the  training  headquarters  of  the  famed 
force  and  will  be  in  the  limelight  when 
the  honorary  commissioner,  H.  M.  King 
George  VI.  pays  the  barracks  a formal 
visit  on  his  tour  of  Canada  in  May. 

Bingo  is  beginning  to  be  a general 
nuisance  to  Regina  theatre  owners  and 
operators.  Last  winter  its  effect  was 
negligible  as  only  two  churches  in  the  city 
ran  games.  This  winter  some  five  churches 
covered  almost  every  day  of  the  week, 
then  two  veterans  organizations  started  in 
and  one  of  them  has  taken  over  the  largest 
hall  in  the  city,  even  advertising  in  the 
press — though  without  mentioning  Bingo. 

Babe  Coval.  salesman  for  Vitagraph  at 


YHE  differences  between  the  Inde- 
pendent booking  and  buying  circuit  and 
the  film  distributors  are  being  rapidly, 
and  satisfactorily,  ironed  out,  and  the  of- 
fice, under  Arthm-  Grabum’s  management, 
is  beginning  to  operate  like  a well-oiled 
machine, 

Walter  Stevens,  projectionist  of  the  Port 
Theatre,  Port  Alberni,  was  in  Vancouver 
attending  to  bookings  for  that  house. 

On  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Toronto, 
Joe  Plottel,  WB,  was  presented  a handsome 
traveling  bag  by  the  members  of  Filmrow, 
as  a taken  of  their  esteem. 

“Kentucky 20th-Fox,  was  previewed  at 
the  Kerresdale  Theatre  and  hailed  as  an 
outstanding  example  of  Technicolor.  It  is 
booked  for  a run  at  the  Capitol. 

E.  A.  Ti-oberg,  Dawson  City.  Yukon,  came 
down  at  the  conclusion  of  the  holidays, 
and  plans  for  a new  theatre,  to  be  built 
in  the  spring  to  replace  his  “Family” 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  time  ago. 


Winnipeg,  Man.,  distributors  of  Warner 
and  First  National  pictures,  it  is  reported, 
has  been  appointed  maiiager  at  Vancou- 
ver. B.  C.,  while  Percy  Cohen  has  suc- 
ceeded him  as  salesman. 

Hon.  Norman  Rogers  said  that  Canada 
now  has  125,000  employables  on  relief  and 
that  since  the  registration  of  these  com- 
menced a year  ago  there  has  been  a drop 
of  40  per  cent  in  the  numbers.  Rogers 
is  minister  of  labor  in  the  federal  cabinet. 

With  the  an7iual  layoff  at  present  re- 
sulting in  more  me7i  gomg  without  jobs 
tha7i  the  7iumber  bemg  hired  on  7iew  strikes 
i7i  Saskatcheiva7Ts  new  gold  mmmg  area. 
Goldfields’  two  theatres  are  feelvig  the 
pi7ich.  There  is  talk  of  reduced  showings 
a7id  prices.  The  showhouses  operied  a 
year  ago  and  77iost  of  the  product  had 
to  be  take7i  m for  months  hi  advance. 

A protest  has  been  made  by  Dr.  Roy 
Dafce,  guardian  of  the  Dionne  Quintup- 
lets, at  the  omission  of  a visit  by  the  King 
and  Queen  from  their  one-month  tour  of 
Canada  next  May.  Tire  royal  train  will 
not  stop  at  Callander  or  North  Bay  which 
would  permit  a visit  to  the  home  of  the 
Quints. 

U7iiversity  stude7its  hi  Saskatoon  and 
school  children  in  Regina  had  lusty  “boos” 
for  pictures  of  Hitler  when  they  were 
flashed  on  the  screen  in  various  newsreels 
in  theatres  during  the  Christmas  holiday 
weeks.  Newspapers  reported  the  incidents. 

You  have  to  hand  it  to  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  Medicine  Hat.  Tlrey  changed  that  old 
rule  about  “No  children  allowed  unless 
accompanied  by  adults.”  When  they  held 
their  annual  toy  gathering  shows  in  co- 
operation with  theatres  at  “Tire  Hat” 
they  posted  signs:  For  children  only.  No 
adults  over  the  age  of  16  admitted  im- 
less  accompanied  by  children.” 


He  says  the  North  is  not  feeling  the  pinch 
very  much,  and  it  looks  ripe  for  an  up-to- 
date  place  of  amusement. 

Theodore  Joy,  city  projectionist,  recent- 
ly gave  an  illustrated  talk,  before  Van- 
couver technocrats,  on  the  progress  of  mo- 
tion pictures — production  and  exhibition. 

“Trade  Winds,”  UA  feature  at  the  Plaza 
Theatre,  is  winding  up  a three  weeks’  run 
and,  unless  it  is  decided  to  carry  it  into  a 
fourth,  will  be  followed  by  “Young  in 
Heart.”  It  looks  as  if  John  Dawson  has 
picked  up  his  long-run  stride  again. 

Last  Monday  seemed  to  be  Exhibitor’s 
Day  on  Filmrow.  Howard  Boothe,  Dun- 
bar, was  circulating  around  the  offices  with 
his  inevitable  cigar.  Big  Paul  Harmon, 
Squamish,  Howard  Fletcher,  Hollyburn, 
Ivan  Ackery,  Orpheum,  and  Joe  Gibson, 
Langley,  were  all  in  the  Warner  office  at 
once,  and  when  Babe  Coval — who  is  not  so 
small  himself — joined  the  group,  it  looked 
as  if  some  of  the  staff  would  have  to  step 
outside  to  make  room.  Archie  Calladine, 


Sixty  Narrow  Film 
Licenses  in  Year 

Ottawa — According  to  W.  D.  MePhee, 
chief  inspector  of  theatres  for  Ontario, 
60  licenses  were  issued  during  the  past 
year  for  16mm  traveling  shows  in  the 
province.  Tire  fee  for  each  license  is  $10 
per  year. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  not  this 
number  of  units  is  in  operation  at  the 
present  time,  however.  Theatre  equipment 
houses  admit  that  some  16mm  operators 
have  turned  back  their  equpiment  after 
“folding  their  tents,”  while  still  others 
became  inactive  with  the  coming  of  cold 
weather  and  snow-blocked  roads. 

“Lack  of  showmanship  is  responsible 
for  many  failures,”  declared  Frank 
O’Byrne,  prominent  in  the  theatre  sup- 
ply business  in  eastern  Canada.  “To  be 
in  the  show  business,  one  of  the  first  es- 
sentials is  to  be  a showman  and  this  is 
what  many  of  the  operators  failed  to  be. 
They  paid  little  attention  to  proper  sound 
and  projection  and  apparently  believed 
that  anything  would  do.  I know  of  one 
man  who  has  been  quite  successful,  how- 
ever, because  he  watched  his  sound.  On 
arriving  in  a town  for  a show,  he  pro- 
ceeded first  with  a rehearsal  to  check  for 
sound.  If  there  were  echoes,  he  hung 
drapes  in  different  positions  until  he  had 
corrected  the  fault.  He  had  his  program 
cued  for  volume  and  kept  at  the  dial  all 
during  a picture  in  order  to  bring  out  the 
sound  in  proper  manner.  He  really  played 
the  picture  and  the  audiences  came  away 
satisfied.  Too  many  operators  think  all 
they  need  to  do  is  to  start  the  picture 
and  let  her  run.” 


One  in  December 

Montreal  — Large  construction  awards 
in  Canada  during  December,  as  reported 
by  McLean  Building  Reports,  Ltd.,  in- 
clude erection  of  only  one  theatre,  a pro- 
ject at  Welland,  Ont.,  value  of  which  is 
given  as  $65,000. 


Rio  and  Marpole,  was  in  the  Paramount 
offices  carrying  on  in  his  usual  quiet  way, 
a7id  Russell  McTavish  forthright,  and  all 
busmess,  was  having  his  wants  attended 
to  i7i  the  M-G-M  quarters. 

“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,”  with  some 
changes  in  it,  has  finally  passed  the  cen- 
sor and  will  appear  at  the  Orpheum.  'Tliat 
is  why  Ivan  Ackery  and  Babe  Coval  have 
been  in  close  communion. 

Frarik  Vaughan,  Empire  Films,  is  tack- 
li7ig  that  hefty  job  of  getting  acquainted 
with  a great  many  exhibitors  in  a very 
short  time,  and  remembering  all  their 
names  a7id  faces. 

The  large  areas  of  plate  glass,  behind 
which  the  film  men  work,  offer  an  irre- 
sistible temptation  to  frolicsome  passersby. 
Again  have  windows  been  smashed,  with 
the  insurance  companies  the  losers. 
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Pose  Revision  of 
Customs  Tariff 


Ottawa — A revision  of  the  Canadian 
customs  tariff  act  has  been  proposed  for 
the  present  session  of  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment which  opened  January  12,  the  move 
10  include  the  consolidation  of  many  items, 
clauses  and  provisions  to  sunpiify  tne 
whole  schedule  and  also  to  readjust  various 
duties  on  imports. 

No  change  can  be  effected  on  goods  im- 
ported from  the  United  States  which  come 
under  the  trade  agreement  with  that  coun- 
try because  the  provisions  of  the  pact  are 
definitely  set  for  a period  of  three  years. 
Customs  levies  on  films,  cameras,  projec- 
tors and  other  theatre  supphes  will,  there- 
fore, not  be  changed,  but  there  is  a possi- 
bility of  a downward  revision  in  the  taritf 
on  printed  matter  from  the  states. 

A new  development  of  importance  to 
the  amusement  industry  as  well  as  to  all 
other  business  activities  is  the  suggestion 
that  the  sales  tax  of  eight  per  cent  ap- 
plicable to  numerous  imports  from  all 
countries,  as  well  as  various  domestic  prod- 
ucts, should  be  reduced  because  of  its 
present  “excessive”  natm’e.  Such  a reduc- 
tion also  would  act  as  a concession  to- 
ward the  United  Kingdom  as  well  as  to  the 
United  States.  The  possibility  is,  how- 
ever, that  the  government  will  not  be 
able  to  make  a blanket  reduction  in  the 
sales  tax  because  considerable  revenue 
has  been  lost  for  the  public  treasury 
through  reduced  duties  and  the  abohsh- 
ment  of  the  excise  tax  under  the  trade 
pact  with  the  United  States. 


Bermuda  Revises 
Duty  on  Films 

Ottawa — According  to  word  received  by 
the  Canadian  government,  Bermuda  has 
revised  its  customs  duty  on  film  imports 
because  of  the  new  trade  pacts  between 
the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and  Can- 
ada. 

The  Bermuda  duty  on  prints  from  the 
states  has  been  raised  from  6 to  9 pence 
plus  25  per  cent  while  those  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Canada  are  now 
dutiable  at  3 pence  plus  25  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1 penny  plus  25  per  cent 
which  was  the  old  preferential  tariff.  The 
basic  measurement  for  the  application  of 
duty  is  100  linear  feet  in  all  instances. 

The  new  schedule  provides  a slight  in- 
crease in  British  preference  as  well  as  a 
raise  in  the  actual  duty  on  film  imports 
from  all  three  countries. 

Canadian  scenics  are  the  chief  film  ex- 
ports to  Bermuda. 

RCA  Field  Managers  Hold 
Sales  Meet  in  Camden 

New  York — Approximately  50  sales  rep- 
resentatives and  field  service  managers  of 
RCA  Photophone  met  for  three  days  at 
Camden  where  selling  and  advertising 
plans  for  the  new  year  were  outlined.  A 
banquet  at  the  Tavistock  Country  Club 
wound  up  the  sessions,  but  on  the  follow- 
ing day  the  visitors  were  taken  to  the 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Dog  Gone  Modern 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Minutes 
Another  swell  Leon  Schlesinger  anima- 
tion in  Technicolor.  His  two  pups  wander 
into  a new  model  home  where  the  latest 
in  electrical  appliances  requires  the  push 
of  a button.  The  new  f angled  develop- 
ments in  the  electrical  world  play  havoc 
with  the  canines  and  they’re  pretty  happy 
when  it’s  all  over.  The  juveniles  will  like  it 
and  there  are  a couple  of  good  ideas  here 
for  the  grownups  to  consider. 


Ski  Girl 

vitaphone  (Variety)  10  Minutes 
All  that  is  shown  here  seems  to  be 
pretty  old.  Its  one  advantage  is  that  the 
ski  season  is  here,  which  will  probably  get 
it  by.  Otherwise  the  turns  of  the  girl, 
coming  down  mountains  alone,  are  rather 
mild  compared  with  some  of  the  pre- 
vious shorts  of  the  same  nature.  Sports 
fans  may  go  for  it.  If  you  haven’t  shown 
this  type  of  subject  before,  okay. 


Sophomore  Swing 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  20  Minutes 
A good  number  for  the  fashioners  of 
swing,  those  who  like  their  music  and 
dancing  hot.  The  Harvest  Moon  dancers, 
the  Merry  Macs,  Ted  Gary  & Mitzi  Dahl 
and  Ballin  & McEvoy  are  bunched  to- 
gether for  a jamboree  session.  The  plot 
is  pretty  stale,  but  audiences  may  over- 
look it  and  get  a kick  out  of  the  dancing 
and  swinging. 


The  Human  Bomb 

Vitaphone  (True  Adventures)  12  Minutes 
Floyd  Gibbons  is  at  it  again  for  another 
rattling,  dazzling  true  adventure.  It’s 
pretty  well  done  and  deals  with  a photog- 
rapher who  25  years  ago  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  capture  of  a maniac 
prepared  to  turn  a bomb  loose  on  part  of 
California’s  population.  For  the  fans  who 
like  this  sort  of  stuff,  okay. 
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Lincoln  in  the  White 
House 

Vitaphone  (Technicolor)  20  Minutes 

This  subject  should  be  played  in 
every  theatre  in  the  country,  regard- 
less of  run  or  size.  Its  backbone  is 
Americanism,  as  the  Great  Emancipa- 
tor expounded  it  and  which,  in  more 
than  a sense,  holds  fast  today.  This 
subject  takes  us  back  to  Civil  War 
days  when  the  President,  who  had  lost 
two  sons,  leaves  a third  fever-stricken 
to  journey  to  Gettysburg  and  make  an 
address.  The  love  Lincoln  had  for  his 
family,  his  desire  to  keep  the  states 
united  and  every  man  treated  equally 
despite  his  creed,  race  or  color,  are 
vividly  depicted.  The  cast  headed  by 
Frank  McGlynn  sr.,  who  is  supported 
by  Dickie  Moore,  John  Horron,  Ray- 
mond Brown,  Erville  Alderson  and 
Sibyl  Harris,  does  a swell  job,  William 
McGann  directed  effectively  from  a 
screenplay  by  Charles  L.  Tedford. 

Play  it  by  all  means.  It  is  not  only 
a subject  lor  February  12,  but  one  that 
comes  at  a time  ripe  for  maintaining 
the  spirit  of  Americanism. 


World’s  Fair  grounds  for  a tour  of  the 
NBC  studios  there. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Henry  C.  Bon- 
fig,  commercial  vice-president;  Harry  L. 
Sommerer,  RCA  Photophone  division  man- 
ager; Homer  B.  Snook,  reproducer  sales 
manager;  Edward  C.  Cahill,  service  man- 
ager; Edward  Auger,  reproducer  sales 
executive;  E.  T.  Jones,  advertising  mana- 
ger; Fred  Wilson,  manager  of  field  sales 
activities;  Max  Batsel,  chief  engineer; 
Morris  J.  Yahr,  technical  expert;  and  Lynn 
Brodton,  designer  and  stylist. 

Sommerer  predicted  the  trend  toward 
modernization  accelerated  in  1939  be- 
cause increased  returns  at  the  boxoffice 
should  result  from  improved  public  senti- 
ment which,  in  turn,  will  provide  neces- 
sary funds  for  renovations  and  new  build- 
ing. 

Plans  for  an  extensive  sales  drive  were 
outlined  by  Snook  and  Wilson.  Auger 
presided  at  the  sessions. 


Says  Films  Sagging  ior 
Need  of  New  Talent 

Cleveland — Under  the  heading  “Movies 
Need  Faces,”  Jack  Warfel,  film  writer  for 
the  News,  expounds  his  personal  theory 
that  “the  moving  picture  industry  is 
sagging  in  appeal  for  want  of  new  per- 
sonalities.” 

He  suggests  that  the  central  casting  of- 
fice be  raided  for  new  talent,  not  neces- 
sarily to  supplant  the  present  stars,  but  to 
augment  them  so  that  there  shall  be  a 
change  of  faces  in  highly  specialized  roles. 


S.  O.  S.  Time  Pay  Plan 

New  York — A time  payment  plan  has 
been  developed  by  the  S.  O.  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  according  to  J.  A.  Tanney, 
president  of  the  independent  theatre 
equipment  supply  house. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Proper  Film  Selections  Prove 
Gainful  to  Arty  Theatre 


By  H.  F.  REVFS 

Detroit  — The  importance  of  program 
making  in  running  a theatre,  and  proper 
selection  of  films,  is  being  proved  out  in 
boxoffice  returns  at  the  Cinema  Theatre, 
specializing  in  foreign  and  unusual  films, 
here.  During  a holiday  week  when  most 
houses  downtown  reported  genuine  slumps, 
to  as  much  as  40  per  cent  off  normal, 
the  Cinema  broke  the  house  records  for 
opening  day  and  ran  about  double  normal 
business — with  “Grand  Illusion.”  This 
multi-lingual  film  recently  was  voted  “the 
best  film  of  the  year  from  any  country” 
by  the  National  Board  of  Review,  and 
its  outstanding  quality  was  adequately 
exploited  by  Zala  and  Zipperman,  opera- 
tors of  the  house,  in  their  promotion. 

Selection  of  outstanding  films,  rather 
than  any  special  type  of  language  or  other 
pictures — and  an  eclectic  taste  in  selection, 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  audience  that 
is  interested  in  good  pictures,  regardless 
of  their  source  are  the  basic  policies  of 
the  house.  Expressed  in  M.  Zala’s  words: 

“The  Cinema  has  constantly  been  the 
target  of  professional  pressure  groups  re- 
senting one  particular  picture  or  group  of 
pictures  . . . The  Cinema  is  not  a theatre 
of  controversy.  It  does  not  contract  for 
the  entire  product  of  any  one  film  distrib- 
utor. It  is  not  subsidized  by  any  group 
or  individual.  Tire  Cinema  presents  pic- 
tures purely  on  their  artistic  merits  from 
studios  throughout  the  world. 

“We  feel  that  the  Cinema  is  a neces- 
sary adjunct  to  the  intellectual  life  of 
Detroit.  We  place  ourselves  in  the  same 
category  with  the  Symphony,  the  Ai-^ 
Museum,  library  and  other  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  Practically  all  the  great 
loreign  directors  and  actors  were  brought 
to  Hollywood  on  the  strength  of  their 
ability  in  pictures  that  were  originally 
presented  at  the  Cinema.” 

Typical  of  the  Cinema  policy  is  the 
double  bill — an  unusual  feature  for  the 
house,  incidentally — slated  for  opening 
January  16 — a revival  of  Robert  Donat  and 
Madeleine  Carroll  in  “The  39  Steps,”  to- 
gether with  “Mayerling,”  starring  Charles 
Boyer  and  Danielle  Darrieux. 

Chicago  Dailies  Boost  WB 
National  Anthem  Idea 

Chicago — Local  dailies  have  given  space 
to  H.  M.  Warner’s  announcement  that 
the  national  anthem  be  played  twice  daily 
during  the  peak  hours  in  all  Warner  thea- 
tres. Stories  prepared  by  the  Warner  the- 
atre publicity  head  here,  Larry  Stein,  tell 
of  patrons  standing  and  singing  heartily  in 
all  theatres  whenever  the  subject  is  un- 
reeled. 


Old  Stuff! 


Detroit — “There’s  nothing  new  in  show 
business,”  according  to  Edgar  E.  Kirchner, 
who  has  managed  John  Harris’  Family 
Theatre  here  for  over  a quarter  of  a cen- 
tury. To  prove  his  point,  Kirchner  has 
been  doing  some  rummaging  into  the 
record  of  a half  century  ago,  for  the  old 
Wonderland  Theatre,  which  was  a sort  of 
high  class  museum  of  wonders,  housed 
at  the  time  in  what  is  now  the  Avenue 
Tlieatre.  The  Wonderland  later  developed 
into  the  Temple  Theatre,  regarded  as  the 
most  exacting  vaudeville  theatre  in  the 
country.  At  least  one  member  of  the  old 
staff  still  survives  in  the  business — George 
W.  Craig,  the  lighting  specialist. 

“TlTey  had  amateur  contests  way  back 
in  those  early  days,”  Kirchner  told  Box- 
office.  “TTiey  also  had  the  endurance 
contests  that  were  forerunners  of  modern 
dance  marathons  and  the  like.” 

As  evidence,  he  cited  clippings  from  the 
Detroit  Free  Press  showing  that  on  De- 
cember 28,  1888,  a long-distance  gum- 
chewing  contest  was  being  closed  at  the 
Wonderland — before  the  days  of  gum- 
chewing  stenogs. 

And  on  the  next  day,  December  29,  an 
amateur  musicians’  contest  was  announced, 
with  players  of  “any  and  all”  instruments 
invited  to  enter. 


Newlyweds  Are  Guests 
At  "Sweethearts"  Run 

Cleveland — 'The  first  15  couples  to  take 
out  marriage  licenses  in  1939  were  guests 
of  Loew’s  State  and  The  News  to  see  Met- 
ro’s “Sweethearts.”  The  couples  were 
greeted  by  Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  di- 
vision manager,  who  threw  the  party. 

Tlie  film,  according  to  Colonel  Long, 
broke  all  State  picture  records,  surpass- 
ing the  previous  top  held  by  another  Metro 
hit,  “San  Francisco.”  Jack  Benny’s  per- 
sonal appearance  a year  ago  holds  the  all- 
time  attendance  record  for  a combination 
show. 


Cleveland  Colony  Gets 
Slogan  for  Birthday 

Cleveland — To  celebrate  its  first  birth- 
day, the  Colony  here  received  a slogan  in 
a contest  conducted  by  Warner  in  co- 
operation with  the  Plain  Dealer.  The  win- 
ning slogan:  “A  Full  Measure  of  Movie 
Pleasure.”  The  prize:  $15.  Three  other 
cash  prizes  and  25  pairs  of  tickets  went 
to  other  contestants. 


The  striking  40"x60''  advance  display 
on  "Dunga  Din”  in  the  RKO  Radio 
home  office  publicity  department  gets 
the  onceover  by  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 


Free  Accessories 
Aid  Talent  Hunt 

New  York — A strong  bid  for  exhibitor 
cooperation  in  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  talent  search  is  made 
by  RKO  Radio  in  its  announcement  that 
trailers,  one-sheets,  lobby  displays  and 
window  cards  ballyhooing  the  nation-wide 
screen  talent  hunt  will  be  distributed  free 
to  participating  theatres. 

Application  blanks  have  been  flooding 
the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  committee 
offices  in  Columbia  Square,  Hollywood,  and 
the  8,000  theatres  showing  RKO  Radio 
pictures  since  the  talent  quest  started. 


Six  Dates  Are  Set  for 
Lasky  Talent  Quest 

New  York — Dates  in  six  to  25  regional 
areas  have  been  arranged  for  Jesse  L. 
Lasky’s  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  talent 
quest. 

They  include:  Dallas,  Baker  Hotel,  In- 
terstate, January  23;  Washington,  Carl- 
ton, RKO  Keith’s,  January  25;  Oklaho- 
ma City,  Biltmore,  Warner-Cooper,  Jan- 
uary 27;  Philadelphia,  Warwick,  Stanley- 
Warner,  February  11;  Buffalo,  Statler, 
Shea,  February  18;  Boston,  Ritz-Carlton, 
RKO  Memorial,  February  25. 

A series  of  photographic  and  voice  tests 
will  be  given  candidates,  with  this  data 
submitted  to  a contest  committee  for  se- 
lection of  nine  boy  and  nine  girl  finalists. 
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Big-City  Operation  in  Small 
Circuit  Towns  Pay  Profit 


Seat-Selling — 

The  seat-selling  display  arranged  by 

the  Rivoli  in  New  York  for  the  pre- 
miere of  “The  Beachcomber,”  starring 

Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester. 

Pointed  Questions 
In  a New  "Quiz" 

Miami — A new  kind  of  quiz  has  been 
worked  out  by  Jack  Fink,  manager  of  the 
Capitol.  He  suggests  to  other  Wometco 
managers  that  they  ask  themselves  this 
significant  series  of  questions  at  regular 
intervals — and  they  seem  sufficiently 
pointed  to  be  worthwhile  re-asking  over  a 
wider  area  than  Miami. 

Are  you  having  regular  semi-monthly 
staff  meetings? 

Have  you  a book  to  record  lost  and  found 
articles  and  someone  assigned  to  look 
after  the  lost  and  found  department? 

How’s  your  checkroom?  Do  you  have 
one?  If  not,  what  provision  is  made  for 
checking  parcels? 

Do  cashiers,  doormen  and  ushers  know 
the  schedule?  Can  they  tell  patrons  the 
starting  time  without  referring  to  the 
schedule? 

When  did  you  have  your  last  fire  drill? 

Is  your  staff  instructed  in  first  aid 
treatment? 

Do  you  carry  a medicine  chest  contain- 
ing first  aid  articles? 

Is  someone  regularly  assigned  to  watch 
the  sound,  and  signal  the  operator  when 
it  is  too  loud  or  too  low? 

When  did  you  check,  clean  and  oil  the 
ticket  machine  last? 

Who  supervises  the  porter’s  work  and 


By  THE  MERCHANDISER 

Princeton,  III. — De  luxe,  big-city  op- 
eration in  central  Illinois  towns  of  1,500 
to  3,500  population  has  proved  worthy  of 
big  dividends  to  the  Bailey  circuit  of  four 
theatres.  Operated  by  H.  U.  Bailey  and 
his  son,  John  W.  Bailey,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Princeton,  their  four  theatres  are 
among  the  finest  appointed  of  small 
houses  in  the  middle  west. 

Sam  Traynor,  general  manager  of  the 
theatres  for  the  Baileys,  upon  whom  rests 
the  responsibility  of  keeping  the  houses 
in  tip-top  shape,  told  Boxoffice  that  “bus- 
iness has  not  been  so  bad  with  us  this 
season.  But  one  thing  is  certain,  if  we 
didn’t  get  out  and  sell  each  and  every 
picture  for  its  full  value,  I’m  sure  business 
wouldn’t  be  as  good.” 

The  Bailey  theatres,  averaging  about 
450  seating  capacity  each,  are  located  in 
the  following  Illinois  towns:  the  Woodford 
at  Eureka,  a town  of  1,500;  the  Stark  at 
Toulon,  also  1,500  population:  the  Capitol 
at  Morrison,  which  has  3,500  persons;  and 
the  Minonk  at  Minonk,  a town  of  2,200. 
A fifth  house  is  now  being  built  at  Wash- 
ington, which  has  a population  of  2,200. 
This  house  will  be  ready  about  March  1. 

Luncheons  and  Contests 

The  Bailey  managers  meet  monthly  in 
Princeton  at  luncheon  meetings,  where 
operation  policies  are  discussed.  Here 
Traynor  awards  prize  money  that  has  been 
given  weekly  to  the  manager  who  scored 
highest  in  the  inter-theatre  contest  of 
the  week.  These  contests  are  primarily 
on  house  operation  and  change  weekly. 
Thus,  one  week  the  award  might  go  to  the 
manager  whose  ushers  give  the  best  ap- 
pearance: still  another  week,  for  exploita- 
tion: still  another,  for  rest  room  cleanli- 
ness; etc.  Traynor  decides  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  week  what  the  award  will  be 
for,  and  during  the  course  of  his  weekly 
visit  at  each  house  checks  up  on  that  item. 

Every  manager  is  given  ample  oppor- 
timity  to  sell  his  pictures.  This  does  not 
mean  the  usually  small-town  selling  of 
putting  up  a one-sheet,  a few  stills,  and  a 
newspaper  ad.  It  means  contacting  civic. 


how  often  is  a general  inspection  made? 

Is  everyone  in  your  organization  ac- 
quainted with  the  operating  heads  of  it? 

When  a patron  has  seen  a picture  and 
wants  his  money  back,  do  you  make  a 
polite  effort  to  issue  a refund  pass? 

Do  you  keep  a lamp  inventory  or  record 
of  lamps  used? 

Are  you  taking  advantage  of  your  op- 
portunities by  asking  questions,  reading 
trade  papers,  by  familiarizing  yourself 
with  all  phases  of  theatre  operation — i.  e., 
preparing  yourself  for  advancement? 


political  and  other  leaders  in  the  city  on 
pictures  that  may  offer  tieup  possibilities. 
Schools  are  used  wherever  possible,  as  are 
churches  and  charitable  and  civic  institu- 
tions. Wherever  a picture  lends  itself,  or- 
ganizations are  enlisted  to  sell  tickets,  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  going  to  those 
groups  for  their  funds. 

Traynor  believes  that  no  manager  ever 
had  so  many  ideas  that  he  couldn’t  use 
more  to  operate  a theatre  still  better. 
“That’s  why  every  theatre  gets  a copy  of 
Boxoffice,”  he  said.  “The  selling  angles 
in  the  review  section,  the  section  on  ‘sell- 
ing seats,’  and  others  help  us  in  one  way 
or  another  on  every  picture,” 

Besides  operating  their  theatres  nightly, 
with  four  changes  a week,  the  Baileys 
publish  the  largest  country  newspaper  in 
the  United  States.  The  Bureau  County 
Republican,  in  Princeton,  has  a sworn  cir- 
culation of  7,200  every  week,  the  largest 
of  any  weekly. 

Traynor  assists  in  operation  of  the  paper, 
too,  having  been  a newspaper  man  before 
joining  the  Bailey  Enterprises.  He  is  now 
United  Press  correspondent  for  this  part 
of  the  state. 


Liberal  Free  Space  by 
Newspaper  in  Tieup 

Chicago — Tom  Glorman,  RKO  theatres 
district  manager  here  and  also  doing  a 
stint  as  publicity  director,  too,  promoted 
a tieup  with  the  Chicago  American  that 
resulted  in  plenty  of  free  space.  In  con- 
nection with  Universal’s  “The  Son  of 
Frankenstein,”  currently  at  the  Palace, 
Gorman  arranged  a contest  for  readers 
to  write  letters  on  “What  was  your  most 
frightening  experience?” 

Awards  consisted  of  cash  prizes  of  $50, 
$25,  $5,  and  a flock  of  free  tickets  to  see 
the  film. 

Daily  stories  were  run  ten  days  in  ad- 
vance, including  stills  from  the  film. 


A Fire  Always 
Brings  Them 

Swift  Current,  Sask. — Local  theatres, 
abetted  by  newspapers  and  the  Kinetic 
Club,  made  Twelfth  Night  observance 
here  this  year  serve  a doubly  utili- 
tarian purpose.  Citizens  were  invited 
to  bring  their  old  Christmas  trees  to  a 
central  point  where  a huge  bonfire 
spectacularly  disposed  of  them,  and  at 
the  same  time  attracted  people  to  town 
from  dozens  of  miles  around. 
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"SWEETHEARTS"  SCORES  AS 


STANBODT  HIM 


BOSTON 

Fenway — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 


Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para)  145 

Memorial — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th- 

Fox);  Last  Warning  (Univ)  170 

Metropolitan — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para); 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  125 

Orpheum — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 
(M-G-M):  Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M), 

ind  wk 190 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  140 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  175 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadw'ay — ^Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (RKO), 

1st  half  105 

Broadway — Penrod’s  Double  Trouble  (FN). 

2nd  half  100 

Carolina — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  ..  115 

Imperial — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  110 

State — Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep),  1st  half.... 100 

State — Prairie  Justice  (Rep),  2nd  half 105 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  80 

Chicago — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para),  plus  stage 
show  (moved  to  Garrick  2nd  wk.) 100 


Garrick — Artists  and  Models  Abroa  j (Para), 

2nd  loop  wk 80 

Oriental — Tarnished  Angel  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  95 

Palace — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Roosevelt — Trade  Winds  (UA),  2nd  wk 85 

State-Lake — Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  85 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  held 

2nd  wk ff® 


(AVERAGE  IS  100%) 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Sweethearts — ProvMence  400 

Sweethearts — Denver  230 

Dawn  Patrol  (2nd  wk.)  — 

Cleveland  200 

Sweethearts  (dual) — Omaha 200 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(dual) — Boston  190 

Grand  Illusion — Detroit  180 

The  Beachcomber  (2nd  wk.)  — 

New  York  175 

Sweethearts — Kansas  City  175 

Sweethearts — Cleveland  170 

Thanks  for  Everything 

(dual) — Boston  170 

Dawn  Patrol  (2nd  wk.)  — 

New  York  165 

Kentucky — Kansas  City  160 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Moonlight  Sonata,  6th  wk.,  Minneapolis. 
P.vgnialion,  4th  wk.,  New  York  Oity. 
Sweethearts,  3rd  wk.,  Cincinnati;  3rd  wk.. 
Portland,  Ore. 


Saenger — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para).. 100 


State — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  held  over 150 

Tudor — Say  It  in  French  (Para) 75 


NEW  YORK 


Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  4th  wk. 130 

Capitol — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Criterion — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 110 

Globe — The  Lady  Vanishes  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 125 

Paramount — Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 130 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Topper  Takes  a 

Trip  (UA),  plus  stage  show  125 

Rivoli — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  2nd  wk....l75 
Roxy — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand — ^Davvn  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  165 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 135 

Liberty — Little  Tough  Guys  (Univ); 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Para) 120 

Midwest — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) . . 95 

Plaza — .Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 95 

State — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA)  125 

Tower — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox) . . . . 85 


OMAHA 

Brandeis — Dark  Rapture  (Univ) ; Next  Time 


I Marry  (RKO)  125 

Omaha — Sweethearts  (M-G-M);  Secrets  of  a 

Nurse  (Univ)  200 

Orpheum — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M); 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 110 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) ....  120 

Capitol — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 

Grand— Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 180 

Keith’s — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col)... 120 

Lyric — Newsboys’  Home  (Univ)  120 

Palace — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  held  130 

Shubert — Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO), 

plus  stage  show  180 


CLEVELAND 


Allen— Dami  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  wk 200 

Hippodrome — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  125 

Palace — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox);  Stage: 

Ted  Lewis  and  Co 180 

State — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  170 

Stillman — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para), 

2nd  80 


DALLAS 

Capitol — Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB), 

1st  half  85 

Capitol — Cipher  Bureau  (GN).  2nd  half 80 

Majestic — 'Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox). 

Dave  Apollon  revue  on  stage 175 

Melba — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) . . 90 

Palace — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 120 

Tower — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Trade  Winds  (UA),  after  a wk.  at 

the  Denver  _ 110 

Broadway — Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M);  Flirt- 
ing With  Fate  (M-G-M),  both  after  a wk. 

at  the  Orpheum  90 

Denham, — Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para); 

Adventures  of  Chico  (Para)  80 

Denver — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  105 

f'rnheum — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  230 

Paramount — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox); 

Blondie  (Col)  150 

Rialto — Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox),  after 
a wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin; 

His  E.xciting  Night  (Univ)  110 


DETROIT 


Adams — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox), 

after  wk.  at  Fox;  Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) . .110 

Cinema — Grand  Illusion  (SR)  180 

Fox — Kentucky  (20th-Fox).  plus  stage  show.. 115 
Michigan — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 

Comet  Over  Broadtvay  (WB)  85 

Palms-State — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  after  wk. 

at  Michigan;  M.vsterlous  Rider  (Para) 90 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M) 110 


INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN). 

1st  half  75 


Alamo — Western  Jamboree  (Rep),  2nd  half...  110 

Apollo — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  wk 90 

Circle — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 

Indiana — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para)..  90 

Loew’s — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  90 

Lyric — While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  120 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  150 

Midland — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  held 

2nd  wk 175 

Newman — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para)..  130 
Orpheum- — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) . . 95 
Tower — Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep);  Frankie 

Masters  and  Orchestra  135 

Uptown — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  160 


MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Professor  Mamlock  (SR) 125 

Palace — Paris  Honejinoon  (Para);  Illegal 

Traffic  (Para)  135 

Riverside — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  140 

Strand — Sweethearts  (M-G-M) ; Young  Dr. 

Kildare  (M-G-M)  140 

Warner — The  Cowbo.y  and  the  Lady  (UA) ; 

Comet  Over  Broadway  (WB)  150 

Wisconsin — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Up  the 

River  (20th-Fox)  145 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Aster — Law  West  of  Tombstone  (RKO); 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)  90 

Century — Out  West  With  the  Hard.vs 

(M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  80 

Orpheum — Thanks  for  Everj-thing  (20th-Fox)..  80 

State — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) 80 

Time — Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  90 

World — Moonlight  Sonata  (Malmar),  6th  wk. . . . 80 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  A Christmas 

Carol  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 

Loew-Poli — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  moved  to 

College  for  2nd  wk 140 

Paramount — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) ; 

Personal  Secretary  (Univ),  8 days 135 

Roger  Sherman — Dawn  Patrol  (WB) ; Youth 

Takes  a Fling  (Univ)  140 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center- — Hold  That  Co-Ed  (20th-Fox) 90 

Globe — Suez  ('20th-Fox),  2nd  run  85 

T>'bertv — Gnrden  of  the  Moon  (FN),  2nd  run..  80 

Orpheum — Brother  Rat  (WB)  120 

Regent — Torchy  Blane  Gets  Her  Man  (WB)..100 


PHILADELPHIA 


Aldine — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 100 

Boyd — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Earle — The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M),  with 
stage  show  featuring  Ken  Murray,  Lionel 

Stander  and  Eleanore  Whitney 180 

Fox — Kentuck.v  (20th-Fox)  135 

Karlton — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox) . . 120 
Keith'.s — Out  West  VV’ith  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  110 

Stanley — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  wk .150 

Stanton — Devil’s  Island  (WB)  120 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Trade  Winds  (UA);  Girls  on 

Probation  (FN),  2nd  wk 120 

Mayfair — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Blondie  (Col), 

3rd  wk 90 

Orplieum — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.; 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)  90 

Paramount — Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para);  Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col) 100 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  .110 


PROVIDENCE 


Albee — Newsboys’  Home  (Mono),  plus  stage 

show  (Blackstone)  135 

Carlton — Brother  Rat  (WB) ; Nancy  Drew, 

Detective  (WB),  2nd  wk 100 

Fays — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  100 

Majestic — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Pox); 

While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 50 

Playhouse — Wanted  by  the  Police  (Mono), 

plus  stage  show  (Bozo  Snyder) 300 

State — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  400 

.st-'and — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para);  Storm 

Over  Bengal  (Rep)  150 

Previous  Week 

Albee — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col); 

Peek’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus  (RKO)....  80 
Carlton — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA)  ; 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col)  70 

Pays — Freshman  Year  (Univ),  plus  stage  show. 100 
Majestic — Brother  Bat  (WB) ; Nancy  Drew, 

Detective  (WB)  150 

Playhouse — Barefoot  Boy  (Mono),  plus 

stage  show  70 

state — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA); 

A Christmas  Carol  (M-G-M)  150 

Strand — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 

In  Old  Mexico  (Para)  100 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  plus  stage  show  126 

Columbia — The  Citadel  (M-G-M),  2nd  run 100 

Earle — Going  Places  (FN),  plus  stage  show 90 

Keith’s — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  90 

Metropolitan — Darni  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  run....  100 
Palace — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  140 
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GN  I COL, 


STARTING 


OI.D  MRS.  LEONARD  AND  HER  MACHINE 

GUNS — Fay  Bainter.  Ida  Lupino,  Lee  Bowman. 
Harold  Huber.  Henry  Armetta.  Producer;  Fred 
Kohlmar.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff.  Original: 
George  Bradshaw.  Price  Day.  Screenplay:  Rich- 
ard Maibaum.  Gertrude  Purcell. 


WELL  ALONG 


I5I.ONDIE  STEPS  OUT  — Arthur  Lake,  Penny 
Singleton,  Larry  Simms,  Jonathan  Hale.  Pro- 
ducer: Robert  Sparks.  Director;  Frank  R. 

Strayer.  Original:  Chic  Young.  Screenplay; 
Richard  Flournoy. 


COMPLETED 


ROMANCE  OF  THE  REDWOODS — Charles  Bick- 
ford, Jean  Parker,  Gordon  Oliver,  Lloyd 
Hughes.  Producer:  Irving  Briskin.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor.  Original:  Jack  London.  Screen- 
j>lay:  Michael  Simmons. 

LET  US  LIVE — Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, Henry  Fonda,  Alan  Baxter,  Henry  Kolker. 
Producer:  William  Perlberg.  Director:  John 
Brahm.  Screenplay:  Anthony  Velller,  Allen 
Rivkin. 


S TAKZAN — Johnny  Weissmuller,  Maureen  O’Sulli- 

van,  Henry  Wilcoxon,  Johnnie  Sheffield.  Pro- 
s' ducer:  Sam  Zimbalist.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 
2 Original:  Edgar  Rice  Burroughs. 


I TAKE  THIS  W03L.VN — Hedy  Lamarr,  Spencer 
Tracy,  Walter  Pidgeon,  Louis  Calhern,  Laraine 
Johnson.  Producer:  Lawrence  Weingarten.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Borzage.  Original:  Charles  Mac- 
Arthur. 

FAST  AND  LOOSE — Robert  Montgomery,  Rosa- 
lind Russell,  Reginald  Owen,  Jo  Ann  Sayers. 
Alan  Dinehart,  Etienne  Girardot.  Producer: 
Frederick  Stephani.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 
Original  Screenplay:  Harry  Kurnitz. 


O ROLLIN’  AVESTAVARD — Tex  Ritter,  Dorothy  Fay. 
S Producer:  Ed  Finney.  Director:  A1  Herman. 
O Original  Screenplay:  Fred  Myton. 


STAR  REPORTER— Marsha  Hunt,  Warren  Hull, 
Joseph  Crehan.  Paul  Fix.  Producer:  E.  B.  Derr. 
Director:  Howard  Bretherton.  Original  Screen- 
play: John  T.  Neville. 
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INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS — Irene  Dunne,  Fred 
MacMurray,  Donald  O'Connor,  Charles  Ruggles, 
AVilliam  Collier  sr.  Producer:  Wesley  Ruggles. 
Director:  AVesley  Ruggles.  Original  Screenplay: 
Claude  Blnyon. 

MAN  ABOUT  TOAVN — Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Edward  Arnold,  Phil  Harris,  Kay  Lina- 
ker.  Producer:  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  Direc- 
tor: Mark  Sandrich.  Original:  Benn  W.  Levy. 
Screenplay:  Allan  Scott. 


ME  AND  MY  GAL — Buck  Jones,  Helen  Twelve- 
trees,  Robert  Armstrong,  Donald  O’Connor,  Dor- 
othy Howe,  Grant  Withers.  Producer:  Melville 
Shauer.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 

I’M  FROM  mSSOURI— Bob  Burns,  Gladys  George, 
Judith  Barrett,  William  Henry,  Gene  Lockhart, 
E.  E.  Clive.  Producer:  Paul  Jones.  Director: 
Theodore  Reed.  Original:  Homer  Croy.  Screen- 
play: John  Moffitt. 


o 

S 

< A KNIGHT  IN  KHOST  TOWN — George  O'Brien, 
® Laraine  Johnson.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Dl- 
^ rector:  Dave  Howard.  Original:  Bernard  Me- 
y Conville.  Screenplay:  Oliver  Drake. 


PICARDY  MAX  — James  Ellison,  Robert  Kent, 
Helen  Wood,  John  Wray,  Brandon  Tynan.  Pro- 
ducer: Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins. 
Original:  Harold  Shumate.  Screenplay:  Harold 
Shumate.  David  Silverstein. 


Q THE  HIGGINS  FAAnLY  NO.  2 — James  Gleason, 
I— • Lucile  Gleason.  Russell  Gleason,  Harry  Daven- 

^ port,  Tommy  Ryan,  Mary  Hart.  Producer:  Sol 

5 Siegel.  Director:  Gus  Meins.  Screenplay:  M. 

gj  Coates  Webster. 

S ROUGH  RIDER  PATROL  — Roy  Rogers,  Mary 
Hart.  Raymond  Hatton.  Producer:  Joe  Kane. 
Director:  Joe  Kane. 


I AA^AS  A CONVICT — Barton  MacLane,  Beverly 
Roberts,  Clarence  Kolb,  Ben  Weldon.  Producer: 
Herman  Schlom.  Director:  Aubrey  Scotto.  Origi- 
nal: Robert  Andrews.  Screenplay:  Robert  An- 
drews, Franklin  Coen.  Ben  Markson. 

AVAGONS  AA'ESTAA'ARD— Richard  Dix,  Gail  Pat- 
rick, Edward  Ellis,  George  Hayes,  C.  Henry 
Gordon,  Max  Terhune.  Producer:  Sol  C.  Siegel. 
Director:  George  Nichols  jr.  Screenplay:  Har- 
old Shumate.  Mary  McCall  jr. 


FORGED  PASSPORT  — Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang. 
Lyle  Talbot,  Maurice  Murphy,  Cliff  Nazarro. 
Producer:  John  Auer.  Director:  John  Auer. 
Original:  James  Webb,  Lee  Loeb.  Screenplay: 
Lee  Loeb,  Franklin  Coen. 


X 

O ALEXANDER  GRAHAM  BELL  — Don  Ameche. 

^ Loretta  Young,  Henry  Fonda,  Charles  Coburn, 

Gene  Lockhart,  Spring  Byington.  Producer: 
H Kenneth  Macgowan.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

o 
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AAXTHERING  HEIGHTS — Laurence  Olivier,  Merle 
Oberon,  Flora  Robson.  Geraldine  Fitzgerald, 
Cecil  Humphreys,  Romaine  Callender.  Pro- 
53  ducer:  Samuel  Goldwyn.  Director:  William 

Wyler.  Original:  Charlotte  Bronte.  Screenplay: 
Ben  Hecht.  Charles  MacArthur. 
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KEY  WOMAN — Helen  Mack.  Producer:  Ken 
Goldsmith.  Director:  Joe  May.  Original: 
Joseph  Henry  Steele. 


YOU  CAN’T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN— W.  C. 

Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy,  Frank 
Jenks,  Grady  Sutton,  John  Arledge,  Ivan  Lebe- 
deff.  Producer:  Lester  Cowan.  Director:  George 
Marshall.  Original:  Charles  Boyle.  Screenplay: 
George  Marion  jr. 

THE  SPIRIT  OF  CULVER — Jackie  Cooper,  Fred- 
die Bartholomew,  Juanita  Quigley,  Gene  Rey- 
nolds, Andy  Devine.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly.  Di- 
rector: Joseph  Santley.  Screenplay:  Whitney 
Bolton. 


CODE  OF  THE  STREETS  — Frankie  Thomas, 
James  McCalliom,  Harry  Carey,  Little  Tough 
Guys.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly.  Director;  Har- 
old Young.  Original  Screenplay:  Arthur  Her- 
man, Gordon  Kahn. 


g 
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THE  ROARING  ROAD — Pat  O’Brien,  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, John  Pa\-ne,  Frank  McHugh.  Producer: 
Max  Siegel.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 


HERO  FOR  A DAY- — Jane  Bryan,  Charlie  Grape- 
win,  Janet  Chapman,  Henry  O’Neill,  Elisabeth 
Risdon.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Lew 
Seiler.  Screenplay:  Lee  Katz. 

ON  TRIAL — Margaret  Lindsay,  John  Litel,  Janet 
Chapman,  James  Stephenson,  Edward  Norris, 
Nedda  Harrlgan.  Producer;  Milton  Shubert. 
Director:  Terry  Morse. 
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A GDIDE  TO  ^CURHENT  RELEASES 


JULY  30 

AUGUST  6 

AUGUST  13 

AUGUST  20 

AUGUST  27 

SEPTEMBER  3 | 

Ij  Western  8S07 

luth  of  Arizona  (56) 
las.  Starrett 
is  Meredith 
— Oct.  16 

Comedy  8011 

The  Gladiator  (72) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

June  Travis;  R-Aug.  20 
Action  Drama  8039 
Convicted  (68) 

R.  Hayworth-C.  Quigley 

R — Sept.  3 

[2I  Drama  8005 

I Am  the  Law  (99) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Wendy  Barrie;  R-Aug.  27 
|3^  Western  8213 

Phantom  Gold  (56> 

Jack  Luden  R — Nov  26 

|l2]  Western  229 

Utah  Trail  (.59) 

Tex  Ritter 

^ Western  231 

King  of  the  Sierraa  (60) 
With  Rex.  the 

Wonder  Horae 

9|  Comedy  Drama  848 
he  Chaser  (76) 
ennis  O’Keefe 
nn  Morri-ss 
i — July  30 

1^  Action  Drama  840 

The  Crowd  Roars  (92) 
Robert  Taylor 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — Auk.  6 

[l^  Comedy  Drama  843 
Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl  (72) 
(For.  It’s  Now  or  Never) 

R.  Young-  R.  Hussey 

R — Aug.  13 

Comedy  844 

Block-heads  (58) 

Laurel  & Hardy 

R — Aug.  20 

^ Drama  845 

Marie  Antoinette  (157) 
Norma  Shearer 

Tvrone  Power 

R — Sept.  17 

Comedy  901 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy(69) 

J.  Gaynor-R.  Montgom’y 

R — Sept.  3 

Outdoor  Drama  3810 
Barefoot  Boy  (63) 

Jackie  Moran 

R— Sept.  10 

gg  Drama  3811 

Under  the  Big  Top  (61) 
(For.  Circus  Comes  to 
Town) 

Marjorie  Main 

Ann  Nagel 

iH  Comedy  3746 

rofessor  Beware  (93) 
tarold  Lloyd 
hyllis  Welch;  R-July  16 

Melodrama  3747 

BalldoK  l>riiinniood  in 
Africa  (59) 

John  Howard-H.  Angel 

R — Aug.  6 

(l^  Outdoor  Drama  3748 
The  Texans  (93) 

Joan  Bennett-R.  Scott 

R — July  23 

|l^  Comedy  3749 

Give  Me  a Sailor  (77) 
Martha  Raye-Bob  Hope 
R_july  30 

Action  Drama  3750 
Spawn  of  the  North  (113) 
George  Raft 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Henry  Fonda 

R_Aug.  27 

|Y|  Com.  with  Music  3801 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (90) 

Bing  Crosby 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Aug.  13 

pg]  Western  861 

Pals  of  the  Saddle  (55) 
Three  Mesqulteers 

R — Sept.  17 

Action  Drama  7024 

Come  on  Leathernecks 

(66) 

Richard  Cromwell 

Marcia  Hunt 

R— Aug.  27 

Romantic  Drama  7013 
Desperate  Adventure  (65) 
Ramon  Novarro 

Marian  Marsh 
[l^  Western  7104 

Man  From  Music  Moun- 
tain (58) 

Gene  Autry;  R-Auk.  13 

Action  Drama  7025 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (56) 
Bruce  Cabot;  R-Aug.  27 
Beverly  Roberts 

1^  Western  7128 

Durango  Valley  Raiders 
(56) 

Bob  Steele 

1^  Comedy  Drama  7015 
The  Higgins  Family  (64) 
(For.  Home  Sweet  Home) 
The  Glea.son  Family 

R— Sept.  10 

^ Com.  Drama  833 
[Inther  Carey’s  Chickens 
(80) 

iuby  Keller-Anne  Shirley 
ames  EUllson 

It — July  23 

[5]  Com.  with  Music  834 
I’m  From  the  City  (71) 
Joe  Penner-Kay  Sutton 

R — July  30 

^ Western  883 

Painted  Desert  (59) 
George  O’Brien 

R — Aug.  6 

Melodrama  832 

Smashing  the  Rackets 
(80) 

(For  Cleanup) 

Chester  Morris 

Frances  Mercer 

R — July  30 

Com.  with  Musle  845 

Breaking  the  Ice  (82) 
Bobby  Breen 

Irene  Dare 

R — Sept.  3 

|T|  Musical  Comedy  837 
Carefree  (83) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Fred  Astaire 

R — Sept.  3 

m Comedy  Drama  8M 
ittle  Miss  Broadway 
(70) 

hlrley  Temple 

Immy  Durante 
i— July  9 

Drama  901 

iiateway  (74) 

Don  Ameche 

Arleen  Whelan 

R — Aug.  6 

[i2|  Drama  902 

lieep  Smiling  (77) 

Jane  Withers 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  18 

[l^  Musical  Comedy  903 

O A lexande r ’s  Ragt i me 
Band  (105) 

Tyrone  Power-Alice  Faye 
Don  Ameche 

R — June  4 

ge]  Action  Drama  904 
Speed  to  Burn  (60) 
Michael  Whalen 

Lynn  Bari 

R — June  11 

[Y|  Comedy  Drama  905 
My  I.ucky  Star  (84) 

Sonja  Henle 

Richard  Greene 

R — Sept.  3 

fs]  Drama 

Algiers  (95) 

Charles  Boyer 

Sigrid  Gurle-Hedy  LaMarr 
R — July  2 

i 

[p]  Com.  with  Music 
I,etter  of  Introduction (103) 
Andrea  Leeds — R-Aug.  6 
Hergen  and  McCarthy 
|i2|  Mystery  Drama  2031 
Missing  Guest  (69) 

Paul  Kelly 

Con,  Moore:  R — Ang.  20 

[J^  Western  Reissue  30.'57 
Strawberry  Roan  (63) 
Ken  Maynard 

|i^  Western  Reissue  3058 
Fiddlin’  Buckaroo  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

Exploitation  Adven. 

Dark  Rapture  (79) 

Native  Cast — R-Oct.  15 

Western  Reissue  3059 
King  of  the  Arena  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

[2I  Comedy  Drama  3025 
Freshman  Year  (68) 

Dixie  Dunbar 

Ernest  Truex 

R — Aug.  27 

Melodrama  FN262 
Lniazing:  Dr.  Clitterhonse 
(85) 

5dw.  O.  Robinson 
ilaire  Trevor 
—July  9 

[U  Comedy  VVB227 

Mr.  Chump  (60) 

Johnnie  Davis 

Lola  Lane 

R— July  23 

^ Com.  Music  WB217 
Cowboy  From  Brooklyn 
(77)  R — June  18 

Dick  Powell  pT'iscilla  Laiu 

gH  Com.  Drama  WB303 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (80) 
Cagney- O’Brien 

[3]  Com.  Drama  1V’B213 
Four’s  a Crowd  (95) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — July  30 

i 

1 1]  Drama  fifB 

Strange  Boarders  (79) 
Tom  Walls 

Renee  Satnt-Cyr 

R — Sept.  10 

^ Action  Drama  GB 
Crime  Over  London  (63) 
Margot  Grahame 

Paul  Cavanaugh 

R — Aug.  13 

jCOmcE  ::  .T.,n„arT  14.  ISSS 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MISCELLANEOUS  ^ WARNER-F. 


Sooklnq  ^katt 

A GUIDE  TO  / CURRENT  RELEASES 


FEBRUARY. 

1939 

MARCH, 

1939 

APRIL, 

1939 

s 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

8 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

8 

8 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

12 

13 

14 

13 

16 

17 

18 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

IR 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

26 

27 

28 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

1 SEPTEMBER  10 

SEPTEMBER  17 

[9]  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Lady  Objects  (67) 

Lanny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 
fg]  Western  8208 

Colorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  5 

gH  Melodrama  8026 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  Hayworth 

R— Sept.  17 

[Y|  Comedy  Drama  902 
^Boys  Town  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickey  Rooney 

R — Sept.  10 

^ Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 
R— Sept.  17 

[Y]  Western  3859 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (69) 
Tei  Ritter 

[5]  Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (66) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Sept.  10 

[9]  Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 
(Hopalone  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

|5|  Drama  .803 

Sons  of  the  Legion  (60) 
L.\nne  Overman 

Rilly  Lee 

R — Sept.  17 

[Y]  Western  851 

Billv  the  Kid  Returns 

(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R — Sept.  3 

^ Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (58) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— Oct.  29 

[•g]  Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakle 

R — July  16 

|l^  Western  884 

Kenegrade  Hanger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

R — Sept.  17 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  906 
Safety  in  Numbers  (65) 
Jones  Family 

R — Aug.  13 

lie]  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R— Sept.  17 

[Y]  Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 

R — Oct.  15 

[is]  Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R — Nov.  5 

^ Drama  FN365 

Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Francis 

R — OcL  22 

Drama  \YB305 

©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R — Sept.  17 

[p]  Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 

SEPTEMBER  24 


Western 


8^84 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(56) 

Bunk  Jones 
R— Sept.  24 


gH  Melodrama  S30 
Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 
R— Oct.  28 


Melodrama  3811 
Wanted  b.v  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 
Evalyn  Knapp 
R — Oct.  1 


g Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66  > 
Betty  Grable 
Hank  LulsettI 
R — Sept.  17 


^ Western  862 
Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(B5J 

Three  Mesquiteers 
Louise  Brooks 


^ Melodrama  803 
Fugitives  for  a Night 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 
Frank  Albertson 
R — Oct.  1 


^ Melodrama  B08 
Time  Out  for  Mnrder(60) 
Gloria  Stuart 
Michael  Whalen 
R— July  2 


^ Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 

Sabu- Raymond  Massey- 
Valerle  Hobson 
R — Aug.  6. 


|30]  Comedy  Drama  3012 
Youth  Takes  a Fling(78) 
J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 
R — Oct.  1 

I23I  Drama  3017 


Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 
R — Sept.  3 


^ Drama  FN359 
Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 
Jeffrey  Lynn 
R — Aug.  20 


OCTOBER  1 


|30l  Drama  8012 

Girls’  School  (73) 

A.  Shlrley-R.  Bellamy 
R — Oct.  1 

^ Comedy  9101 

OTou  Can’t  Take  It  Witli 
You  (127)  J.  Arthur 
J.  Stewart:  R — Sept.  17 


Comedy  OOf 

Vacation  From  Love  (65 


D.  O'Keefe-F,  Rice 
R — Oct.  8 


Melodrama  380' 
King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 


Lloyd  Nolan 
J.  Carrol  Nalsh 
R — Oct.  8 


|T|  Melodrama  81 
Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Llvlngston-J.  Travl 
R — Oct.  1 


[30I  Comedy  901 

Room  Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 
R— Sept.  17 


|3^  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Shot 

(65) 

Rltz  Bros. -Ethel  Merma 
R— Oct.  1 


(T|  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O'Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R — July  30 


[T]  Drama  Tri-Nat’l 
Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 
Michele  Morgan 


[Y]  Comedy  TrI-Nat’l 
Carnival  in  Flanders!  • • ) 

(Reissue) 

Francoise  Roaay 


[Y|  Melodrama  OB 
Mao  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 
Lilli  Palmer;  R-Nov.  19 


OCTOBER  8 


fsl  Melodrama  9021 
Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 
fsl  Western  9201 
West  of  the  Santa  Fe(57) 
C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R — Dec.  24 


(Y1  Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 
Mickey  Rooney 
R — Oct.  8 


[5]  Melodrama  3804 
Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 
Evelyn  Brent 
R— Oct.  8 


a 


Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 
J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 
R — Oct.  1 


Hillbilly  Musical  80.5 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 


[7]  Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off(76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 
R — Sept.  10 


[Y]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 
R— July  23 


Y]  Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 
Jackie  Cooper 
R— Oct.  8 


Drama  FN368 
Broadway  Mnsketeers(62) 


Margaret  Lindsay 
Marie  Wilson 
R— Oct.  29 


OCTOBER  15 


II2I  Action  Drama  902 
Flight  to  Fame  (67) 
Charles  Farrell 
Jacqueline  Wells 


lii]  Drama  31 

Shadows  Over  Shangha 
(66) 

James  Dunn 
Glenda  Gray 
R — Sept.  17 


[ii]  Comedy  Drama  90' 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81 
Lew  Ayres 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R — Oct.  22 


[10]  Musical^^Reissg!' " 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Cl 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 
Larry  Crabbe 


Western  386' 

Where  Buffalo  Boam(62 


Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  2! 


[m]  Comedy  Drama  37(H 
Arkansas  Traveler  (86j 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Balnter 
R — Oct.  8 


Drama 


A Man  to  Remember(8Q' 
Edward  Ellis 
Anne  Shirley 
R — Oct.  8 


15]  Comedy  Drama  911 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 
R — Oct.  16 


^ Comedy  Drama 
There  Goes  My  Hearl 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 
R — Oct.  1 


[5]  Comedy  Drama  302 

Swing  ’That  Cheer  (63)  # 

Tom  Brown 
Andy  Devine 
R — Nov.  19 


Drama  WB30.' 
The  Sisters  (99) 


Errol  Flynn 
Bette  Davis 
R — Oct.  8 


[is]  Drama  Tri-Nat’  f 
Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 


Anna  Neagle 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 


a 
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OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26  | 

^ Action  Drama  9080 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellows-J.  Wells 
^ Western  8885 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — ^Oct.  29 

[Y|  Western  9811 

In  Early  Arizona  (58) 

Bin  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

|l5]  Action  Drama  9088 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

J Western  386 

rontier  Scout  (62) 
eo.  Houston 
— Sept.  17 

Adventure  386 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

|~^  Melodrama  318 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 

Ames- Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

[n]  Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

^ Com.  with  Music  904 
.isten,  Darling  (75) 
udy  Gariand 
reddie  Barthoiomew 
— Oct.  82 

Drama  909 

^The  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Ffernand  Grayet 

[ij]  Comedy  Drama  911 

Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R— Nov.  26 

[ig]  Drama  918 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R— Nov.  19 

^ Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  AVest  With  the 

Hardys  (86) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

m Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

[is]  Western  3861 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Nov.  19 

|2^  Melodrama  8818 

Gang  Ballets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  1 0 

Western  3707 

tlysterious  Kider  (73) 
Dougias  Dumbrilie 

Sidney  Toler 

1— Sept.  24 

^ Drama  (Spec.  Rel.).3808 
©Men  With  Wings  (105) 

Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Mllland 

R— Oct.  29 

|X|  Melodrama  3809 

Illegral  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  6 

Historical  Drama  3810 

If  I Were  King:  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R-~Oct.  1 

[lil  Comedy  3811 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12. 

^ Melodrama  3818 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
^ Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Mllland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

g Melodrama  806 

I Stand  Accnsed  ( 61 ) 
Robt.  Cum.mings-H.  Mack 
R — Oct.  22 

fs]  Western  7108 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle(58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— Nov.  26 

[Y]  Action  Drama  807 

Storm  Over  Bengral  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R— Nov.  19 

Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mecquiteers 

R— JDec.  17 

1^  Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (67) 

Roy  Rogers  K — Doc.  3 

Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
lenry  Fonda 
t— OcL  16 

^ Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 
(For.  Miracle  Racket) 
Sally  Ellers 

Lee  Bowman 

R— Oct.  29 

in  Western  981 

Lawless  A'alley  (69) 
George  O’Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  5 

[]J|  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakle 

Lucille  Ball 

R — Oct.  22 

^ Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  19 

^ Comedy  Drama  948 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  ATith 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R— Nov.  26 

Melodrama  918 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
’eter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 
t — June  4 

^ Historical  Drama  913 
Sue*  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R— Oct.  22 

fij  Comedy  Drama  914 
.Sways  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

^ Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Comer 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov,  5 

lisl  Action  Drama  916 

Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bar 
R— Sept.  24 

pU  Action  Drama  909 
Submarine  Patrol  (96) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

' 

^ Comedy  Drama 
Yonng  in  Heart  (90) 
Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Felrbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

Com.  Drama 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R — Nov.  26 

Comedy  3013 

lerrice  De  Luxe  (85) 

!.  Bennett-C.  Buggies 

1 — OcL  32 

Western  3058 

Snllty  Trails  (67) 

Bob  Baker 

Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 

1^  Action  Drama  3088 
Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R— Oct.  8 

[n  Action  Drama  3038 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
in  Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

in]  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

^ Comedy  Drama 

Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R— Nov.  26 

Melodrama  FN369 
'Birls  on  Probation  (63) 
ionald  Reagan 

Tune  Bryan 

1 — OcL  28 

1^  Comedy  FN865 

Brother  Rat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — OcL  22 

[y|  Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havllland 

R — Nov.  12 

[12]  Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  GranvHIe 

Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man(62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — Oct.  15 

^ Action  Drama  FN361 
Angels  AVith  Dirty  Faces 
(68) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

i 

in  Melodrama  GB 

Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  15 

|l^  Melodrama  GB 

The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-G.  Taylor 
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DECEMBER  3 


[~i~|  Com.  M'drama  90.50 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

9011 


g Comedy 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake:  R-Nov.  5 


Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  B.  Brown 
Leo  Carrillo 
R — Dec.  3 


Comedy  Drama  3814 
l.lttle  Orphan  Annie  (58) 


Ann  Gillis 
R.  Kent 


R — Dec.  3 


Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 
Smiley  Burnette 
R — Dec.  2 4 


[2]  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 
James  Bllison 
R — Dec.  10 


[y[  Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 
Joan  Valerie 
R— Aug.  27 


UJ  Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 
Andy  Devine 
R — Dec.  16 


[~^  Drania  FN370 
Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francis-John  Litel 
R — Dec.  17 


[Y]  Musical  GB 

Asking  for  Trouble  ( . . ) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 
Michael  Redgrave 


DECEMBER  10 


Western  9302 
Kio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 
Ann  Doran 


Drama  9 

Dramatic  School  (78) 
Luise  Rainer 
Alan  Marshal 
Paulette  Goddard 
R — Dec.  10 


[t]  Western  3861 
Song:  of  the  Buekaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 


.381.5 


[~^  Action  Drama 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamiroff 
Frances  Farmer 
Leif  Erikson 
R — Dec.  10 


0 


Drama 


Orphans  of  the  Street 

(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 
Bob  Livingston 
R — Dec.  17 


1^  Comedy 

V\y  the  River  (75) 
'I'ony  Martin 
Phyllis  Brooks 
R— Nov.  12 


924 


0 


Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 
Helen  Mack 
K — Nov.  19 


Action  Drama  FN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 


(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 
R— Dec.  17 


DECEMBER  17 


Wesiern  8306 
California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 
[l^  Drama  9033 

Strange  Case  <»f  Dr. 

Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt;  R-Oct.  29 


Drama  917 

OA  Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 
Terry  Kilburn 
R — Dec.  17 


[x^  Drama  3813 

I Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 
Kay  Llnaker 
R — Dec.  3 


Western  3856 

Frontiersmen  (74) 
William  Boyd 
Evelyn  Venable 
R — Nov.  26 


Comedy  Drama  930 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 
Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 
R— Oct.  15 


1^  Musical  3021 
Swing,  Sister,  Saving  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 
R~Dec.  17 


Western 


3054 


Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 


DECEMBER  24 


^ Comedy  Mystery  9006 

There’s  That  VV'ornan 
Again  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 
Virginia  Bruce 
R — Dec.  17 


Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 
Franciska  Gaal 
R — Dec.  31 


^ Western  3852 
Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(b'or.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 
R — Jan.  7 


1^  Com.  Drama  3816 
'loin  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O’Connor 
Billy  Cook  R — Dec.  24 


Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 


^ Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 

(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 


Com.  with  Music  917 
Thanks  for  Everything 


(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 
Aiieen  Whelan 
Jack  Oakie 
R — Dec.  10 


Action  Drama 

Tra<le  Winds  (94) 
Fredric  March 
Joan  Fontaine 
R— Dec.  31 


Action  Drama  3015 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Wendy  Barrie 


1^  Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 
Basil  Rathbone 
R — Dec.  24 


DECEMBER  31 


Melodrama  9015 
Smashing  the  Spy  Ring 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 
Fay  Wray 


910 


Musical  Drama 
©Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 
R — Dec.  24 


g Melodrama  3819 
Tough  Kid  (61) 

F.  Darro-J.  Allen 
R — Jan.  14 


|30[  Comedy  381 

Artists  and  Models 
Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R— Nov.  5 


Melodrama 


Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 
R.  Livingston 
J.  Travis  R — ^Jan.  14 


Action  Drama 

©Kentucky  (95) 


933 


Eoretta  Young 
Richard  Greene 
R — Dec.  24 


Drama 


Duke  of  West  Point 
(105) 

Louis  Hayward 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  24 


Com.  with  Mus.  FN359 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 
Anita  Louise 
R — Dec.  24 


JANUARY  7 


[5]  Action  Drama  903 
Homicide  Bureau  (59) 
B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 


|Y]  Western  WI- 

Water  Bustiers  ( . . ) 
Dorothy  Page 
[e]  Action  Drama  31 
Long  8hiot  ( . . ) 

Gordon  Jones 
Marsha  Hunt  B — Dec.  3 


[e]  Historical  Drama  91 
8tand  Up  and  Fight  (95 
Wallace  Beery 
Robert  Taylor 
R — Jan.  7 


|T]  Action  Drama  381 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 
Gall  Patrick 
R — Jan.  14 


[Y]  Action  Drama  80 

Fighting  Thoronghbred 

(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 
Ralph  Byrd 


[fl]  Action  Drama 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 
Victor  McLaglen 
Chester  Morris 
R — Dec.  31 


|Y]  Action  Drama  92! 
While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 
Jean  Rogers 
R — Oct.  22 


|~0]  Melodrama  302' 
Last  Warning  (63) 
Preston  Poster 
Frances  Robinson 
R — Dec.  10 


Pt]  Action  Drama  WB31 
Devil’s  Island  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 
Nedda  Harrlgan 
R— Jan.  7 
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A GUIDE  TO^  CURRENT  RELEASES 


JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18  | 

^ Western  9203 

'hundering:  West  (57) 
:ha8.  Starrett 
ris  Meredith 

|l^  Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-1,.  DeAlcanlz 

[5^  Melodrama 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
(.  .) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
-Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Luplno 

[9]  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  ( . . ) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

5]  Western  WI-13 

’rigger  I'als  ( . . ) 

.rt  Jarrett 
,ee  Powell 
il  St.  John 

|20]  Drama  301 

Exile  Express  ( . . ) 

Anna  Sten 

[^1  Western  WI-2 

Kide  ’Em  Cowgirl  ( . . ) 
Dorothy  Page 

Western  327 

Crashing  Through  ( . . ) 

(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newill 

1^  Western  328 

To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 

■ ^ Action  Drama  919 

(urn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor 

(67) 

tennis  O’Keefe 
{ — Jan.  14 

Drama 

Four  Girls  in  White  ( . . ) 
Florence  Rice-Alan  Mar- 
shall-Ann  Rutherford 

Comedy  Drama  920 

Idiot’s  Delight  ( . . ) 

Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable 

Comedy  with  Music 

Honoluln  ( . . ) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

^ Comedy  Drama 

Huekleberry  Finn  ( . . ) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

[It]  Comedy 

Fast  and  Loose  ( . . ) 

Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

Action  Drama  3822 

Convict’s  Code  (..) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

|2^  Western  3854 

Drifting  Westward  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

|X|  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(.  .) 

Tex  Ritter 

Action  Drama 

Navy  Secrets  ( . . ) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

|I^  Drama  Reissue 

Little  Pal  ( . . ) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Ralph  Bellamy 

^ Drama  3819 

iaza  (86) 
laudette  Colbert 
ierbert  Marshall 
; — Jan.  7 

g Action  Drama  3820 
Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

g Comedy 

Boy  Trouble  ( . . ) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Boland 
[2^  Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 

|~3]  Drama  with  Music 
tSt.  Louis  Blues  ( . . ) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Drama 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
. . . (.  .) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erickson 

|l7|  Melodrama 

King  of  ChinatoMTi  ( . . ) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

Melodrama  809 

(lysterious  Miss  X (65) 
lary  Hart 
lichael  Whalen 

Comedy  Drama 

Pride  of  the  Navy  ( . . ) 
Jamies  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Drama 

Women  Make  News  ( . . ) 

(For.  A Woman  Doctor) 
Frieda  Inescort 
[Y5]  Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  ( . . ) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

[I^  Action  Drama 

Forged  Passport  ( . . ) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

^ Comedy  913 

Jreat  Man  Votes  (70) 
lohn  Barrymore 

Jeter  Holden 
t — Jan.  14 

[iol  Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama  912 
Gunga  Din  ( . . ) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 

pjj  Comedy  Drama  844 

Fishermen’s  Wharf  ( . . ) 

Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

Drama  911 

Boy  Slaves  ( . . ) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

Drama 

Love  Affair  ( . . ) 

C.  Boyer-Irene  Dunne 

Action  Drama  928 
'harlie  Chan  in  Hono> 
lulu  (65)  R — Dec.  24 

5.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

1 

Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Pields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

^ Outdoor  Drama  921 
©Jesse  James  ( . . ) 

Tyrone  Power-Nancy 
Kelly-Henry  Fonda 
g Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing ( . . ) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

[~3~|  Comedy  929 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — Nov.  12 

|lo]  Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  ( . . ) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

1^  Rom.  Cos.  Drama  927 

The  Three  Musketeers 
(.  .) 

Ritz.  Bros.-Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 

[|[  Comedy 

Copper  Takes  a 'Trip 

, (78) 

lonnie  Bennett 
ioland  Young 
t — Jan.  7 

|2^  Drama 

Marie  for  Each  Other 
(.  .) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

pj"!  Outdoor  Drama 

Stage  Coach  ( . . ) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

a]  Melodrama 

on  of  Frankenstein  ( . . ) 

lasil  Rathbone 

loris  Karloff 

■ela  Lugosi 

Western  3055 

lonor  of  the  West  (58) 

,3.  Booker-M.  Bell 

^ Action  Drama 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

1^  Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

[lo]  Western  3056 

Phantom  Stage  ( . . ) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

H Comedy  Drama 

■hey  Made  Me  a 
Criminal  (89) 
ohn  Garfield 
■ — Jan.  7 

1^  Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (71) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 

(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama 

Torchv  in  Chinatown 
(.  .) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

1^  Action  Drama 

Wings  of  the  Navy  ( . . ) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Haviland 

[I^  Comedy  Drama 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(.  ■) 

B.  Granville-J.  Litel 

ii-- 

r 
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Nnmerals  Following  Titles  are 
Running  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
Oladieates  short  of  the  week. 
©Indicates  color. 


Columbia 


ALU-STAR  COSEEDIES 
Halfway  to  HoUj^vood  <17y2) . . July  1 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  (18) ..  .Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

( ■ ) Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A La  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Lawyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

<18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) . . . Oct.  28 

The  Soul  of  a Heel  (leVz) June  4 

Andy  Clyde  has  a time  trying  to 
marry  the  sheriff’s  daughter. 


COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
Holl.vwoorl  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  ( . . ) Dec.  23 

Little  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

, .<«y=)  Dec.  16 

I.ittle  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (..)..  Jan.  26,  ’39 

Poor  Elmer  (7)  July  22 

Poor  Little  Butterfly  (8) July  4 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  Feb.  24,  ’39 
Hindow  Shopping  (7) June  3 

COLOR  TOUR 

Big  Town  (New  York)  (..)..  Dec.  2 
COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Bermuda  Isle  of  Paratlise  (10)  Nov.  4 
Province  of  Quebec  (10) Nov.  18 


COMiVfUNITY  SING 
No.  9 (10) — Spanish  Melodies  June  2.5 
< 9> — Patriotic  Songs.  . .July  4 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

J”’  * , Names  ( . . ) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27  *39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (..)...  Feb!  24)  ’39 

krazy  kat 

Gym  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy  Magic  (7) May  20 

Krazy  s Bear  Tale  (..)..  , Jan.  27,  ’39 
Krazy^s  Travel  Squawks  (7) . .July  4 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 


SPORT  REELS 

Athletic  Youth  (10) July ‘>9 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Eagle  vs.  Man  (Special)  (..).. Dec.  2 

Fistic  Fun  (9y2)  July  1 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (..)...  Jan.  6, ’39 
Special ...  Dec.  23 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov  4 

Thrilling  Moments  (10) June  10 

PICTUREGR.YPH 

- ) Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

(6%)  July  22 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthda.v  (7) Nov.  10 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

< ■ • ) Jan.  13,  ’39 

SCREEN  .SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  10  (10)  May  27, ’38 

No.  11  (10)  July  8 

No.  12  (10)  July  29 

(Series  18) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2 (10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4 (10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 


SPECI.4L 


The  New  Nation  (10) June  1 

Story  of  Czechoslovakia. 

Jungle  Babies  (10) June  1 


THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 


Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

( . . ) Jan.  6,  ’39 

Three  Missing  Links  (18) . . . . July  29 
1 iolent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  11 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(..)  Jan.  6, ’39 

WORLD  IN  COLOR 
©Friendly  Neighbors  (10)  . . . . June  1 
Views  of  Ontario. 

©(Juebec  (10)  Nov.  18 

Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 

TERRY-TOONS 


Devil  of  the  Deep  (7) . . . .May  27, ’38 

Eliza  Runs  .4gain  (..) July  29 

Here’s  to  Gooil  Old  Jail  ( . .) . .June  10 

Milk  for  Baby  (7) July  8 

Mrs.  O’Leary’s  Cow'  (7) July  22 

The  Last  Indian  (7) June  24 

TREASURE  CHEST 
We  Live  in  Two  Worlds  ( . .)  . .July  22 
TW  O HEELERS 

Cactus  Caballeros  (19) May  27 


Harry  Gribbon  and  joey  Haye,  al- 
though scared  stiff,  set  out  after 
a Mexican  bandit  and  succeed  in 
capturing  him. 

Jitter  Bugs  ( . . ) May  20,  ’38 

Buster  West  and  Tom  Patricola  re- 
cover a stolen  bracelet  after  they 
steal  a turkey. 

Pardon  M.v  Accident  (17) . . . . June  10 

Willie  Howard  takes  an  accident 
and  is  mistaken  for  a famous  sur- 
geon. 

Winner  Lose  All  (..) June  17 

Charles  Kemper  devotes  his  time 
to  puzzle  contest  and  almost  loses 
his  girl  because  he  signed  away 
the  prize  rights  in  a $50,000  con- 
test. 

M-G-M 

CROIE  DOESN’T  PAY 

A Criminal  Is  Born  (21) June  25 

They’re  Always  Caught  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 


city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

Wrong  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  .4ND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

A Da.v  at  the  Beach  (10) . . . . June  25 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dee.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  6 

What  a Lion  (9) July  16 


FITZPATRICK  TR.WELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 
Czecho-.Slovakia  on  Parade 

(9)  June  11 

.laipur — The  Pink  Cit.v  (8)... Oct.  29 
Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Paris  on  Parade  (9) July  9 

Singajjore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  SIYSTERIES 
ti^Bravest  of  the  Brave  (11)..  Aug.  6 
The  Man  on  the  Roi’k  (11) ..  .Sept.  3 
.Strange  Glory  (11) July  2 

MINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Men  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Holl.vw  ood  Handicap  (10) . . . . May  28 
Miracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

'-treamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

'•'he.v  Live  Again  (10) ..Oct.  22 

Tracking  the  Sleeping  Death 

(10)  .July  9 

Tupapao  (11)  June  11 

MUSICAL  COMEDIES 
It’s  in  the  Stars  (19) July  .30 

Gay  college  yarn  with  Eleanor 

Lynn,  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
Weston. 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Lightly  (..) Dec.  31 

The  Magician’s  Daughter 

(18)  July  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 
Snow  Gets  in  Y’onr  Eyes  (20). May  14 
M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (..) Jan.  7 

Awful  Tooth,  The  (10) May  28 


Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Hide  and  Shriek  (11) June  18 

Little  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Men  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 
No.  1 (10)  Oct.  15 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OFisticuffs  (9)  ...Aug.  27 


Maxie  Baer  in  cute  white  trunks 
shows  what  to  and  not  to  do  in 


the  ring. 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

OHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Stor.v  of  Dr.  Carver  (10) June  18 

Surf  Heroes  (10) May  28 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 
The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How'  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How'  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 
OHow'  to  Raise  a Baby  (9)...  July  2 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 


(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With,  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . . Aug.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

.Swing  School  (7) May  27 

The  Lost  Kitten  (7) June  24 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
-411’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7) . . . . Aug.  26 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  2’i,  ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Hunkv  and  Spunky  (7) June  24 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  Oct.  28 


COLOR  CRUISES 

(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10) . .Jan.  27 
Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HE.4DLINEK 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) ,Jan.  6, ’39 

Busse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 

Easy  on  the  Ice  (10) June  3 

Henry  King  and  his  orchestra  with 
Shirley  Foster. 

Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Aug.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

Queens  of  the  Air  (10) .luly  8 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra, 
Benay  Venuta,  Hollace  Shaw,  Jean 
Ellington,  Betty  Hutton  and  Nan 
Wynn. 

PAR.4MOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PAR.4GKAPHICS 

OFind  What’s  Wrong  (10)  ..  .June  17 
Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Three  old-time  films  re-edited  for 
modern  audiences. 

Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10)  . .Dec.  16 
Sk.ing  in  Sun  Valley,  Idaho. 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

All  about  raising  dogs  based  on 
the  information  supplied  by  expert 
Carl  Spitz. 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 


(9)  Oct.  14 

Rube  Goldberg,  in  person,  gives 
the  lowdown  on  the  Manhattan 
lowlifes. 

Silver  Millions  (10) July  15 

Story  of  the  Alaskan  salmon  and 
their  spawning  habits. 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Aug.  12 

A special  arrangement  of  Wagner’s 


immortal  “Tanhaueser”  as  played 
by  the  National  Symphony  Orches- 
tra under  baton  of  Frederick 
Feher. 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 
Shubert’s  great  work  played  by  the 
National  Symphony  Orchestra. 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  11  (10)  Junes 

Alpine  streams,  a visit  to  the 
Guadalupe  Islands,  and  vineyards 
of  California. 

No.  12  (10)  July  1 

Gigantic  farming — Streaming  scen- 
ery— a day  in  a dog’s  life. 


No.  1 (10)  Aug.  5 

Tropical  trophies:  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 


Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)...  Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

I Yam  Love  Sick  (8) May  20 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

Plumbing  Is  a “Pipe”  (7).. June  17 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  5(10)  May  13 

No.  6 (10)  July  8 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2(11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8). July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

You  Leave  Me  Breathless  (7). May  27 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  orchestra. 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Airhoppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 

Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  in  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Horseshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  W'orld’s  champion  horse- 
shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

Racing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Aug.  5 

Question  anstv'ers  in  the  field  of 
snort  supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Strike  (10)  June  17 

Not  baseball  but  a reel  about  fish- 
ing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 


No.  6 (10)  June  10 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  5 

ONo.  2(10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 


RKO  Radio 


DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Mickey  becomes  a giant  killer 
through  no  fault  of  his  own. 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  nephews  ruin  a pleasant 
golf  game. 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13, ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Fun  in  an  old  world  farm  in  which 
the  highlight  is  a duet  between  a 
rooster  and  a hen. 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Good  Scouts  (8)  July  8 

Donald  Duck  takes  his  nephews 
camping,  much  to  his  sorrow. 

Mer  Babies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey  ’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

A concealed  parrot  is  mistaken  for 
an  escaped  killer. 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  Trappers  (8) June  17, ’38 

Adventures  of  Donald  and  Goofy 
in  the  Arctic. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

Adventures  of  Donald  Duck  and 
Goofy  during  a fox  hunt. 

’The  IVhalers  (8) Aug.  19 

A whaling  expedition  costs  Mickey. 
Donald  and  Die  uoor  tnolr  iioat. 
W©''’>”lion,  Btynken  and  .No>l 

(8)  May  27 

’The  adventures  of  the  three 
youngaters  in  Eugene  Field's  poem 
who  sail  through  the  sky  In  a 
wooden-shoe. 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 


A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 
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Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 


Khytbm  Cafe  (80)  Sept.  7 

Oshins  He  Lessy,  Virginia  Verrlll, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 

Beaux  and  Brrurs  (IS). Oct.  7 


Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Kennedy’s  Castle  (17)  May  88 

Edgar  brings  the  boss  and  the 
customers  home  to  play  poker 
when  the  wife  walk®  In  with  her 
friends. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Picketing  for  Loye  (17) ....  .June  3 
Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Joe  Morrison, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Jack  Carson  and 
Barbara  Bedford. 

Romancing'  Along  (81)  Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (1») Oct.  81 

Ted  Flo  Rlto  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
celllno. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) ..... .Feb.  84,  '89 


RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aog.  IS 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller, 

BAV  WHITLEV  WESTERNS 


(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18) Sept.  9 

Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18)  Dec.  16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9) Nov.  11 

Newsreel  (1(D  Dec.  9 

Subnianne  t treut*  (16) lo 

Trans-America  (11)  ..... Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6,  '39 

Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Kecuruiug  Modern  science 

(10)  ....Aug.  19 


LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Major  Difficulties  (19)  Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  83 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  hla  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

The  Jitters  (19)  July  I 

The  wife’s  yen  for  dancing  sets 
Errol  off  on  a Jag  which  ends  in 
a rousing  finale. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1 (80)  Sept.  8 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
“Heaven  on  the  Hudson.” 

No.  8 (18)  Sept.  SO 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3 (80)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maginot  line. 

No.  4 (19)........ Nov.  85 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

CJNo-  6 (80)  Dec.  83 

The  Refugee — ^Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  10  (19)  May  13 

Racketeers  vg.  Housewives. 

i,)No.  11  (17)  June  10 

A study  of  the  American  physician. 

No.  18  (17)  July  8 

Work,  training  and  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

No.  13  (19)  Aug.  5 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  83 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mlda and  The  Kldoodlers. 

('ariiival  Show  (1U|  June  84 

Clyde  Hager.  Jan  Peerce,  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10)... July  IS 

Internatiuiiul  Rhythm  (10)...  June  3 
Roy  Smeck  and  his  Aloha  Island- 
ers. Ada  Brown,  Mara,  Princess 
Chivo. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrlll.  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marlon  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  88 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Relllys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10) . . . .Sept.  8 
Venetian  Moonlight  (11)  ....  .Nov.  85 


ED  THOBGBRSEN-SPORTS 


Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oet.  88 

Shooting  for  Far  (10) Jan.  6 

FASHIONS 

®Fashion  Forecasts  (11) . , . .Sept.  16 
Autumn  styles. 

Fashion  Forecasts  (11) Nov.  11 

Winter  styles. 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Boy  Should  Enow 

(11)  Sept.  8 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 
Know  (10)  Jan.  80, '39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Deo.  23 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) , , . .Oct.  14 
Viking  Trail  (10).. Mar.3 

TERRV-TOONS 

Chris  Colombo  (7)  Aug.  18 

©Gandy  Goose  ha  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7)  . . . .Nov.  18 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  86 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  31 

©The  Owl  and  the  Ihissycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, '39 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  8 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  83 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 


Universal 


PATHB  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’31  re- 
leases) 

I^No.  6 The  Count  of  Ten  (9)  .June  17 
Development  of  the  Golden  Gloves. 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  13 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

The  Photographer  (16J  . . .June  11,  '38 
A candid  camera  bug  runs  Into 
difficulties  over  a picture. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 
Hunting  Trouble  (16)  ....... .Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPOKTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10)  Nov,  4 

Bit  and  Bridle  (10) May  13, '38 

A trip  to  Alfcen,  S.  O.,  haven  of 
horse  lovers  and  their  horses 

Blue  Grass  (10)  .Dec.  8 

4jDeep  End  (10)  Oet.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  In  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) Sept.  19 

Fishing  off  Gatcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

Flying  Feathers  (9)  June  84 

Underwater  (9)  Junes 


GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 

No.  48  ( 9)  Apr.  11,  ’38 

No.  51  (10)  June  3 

No.  58  ( 9)  June  87 

No.  63  (9)  Aug.  28 

No.  64  (9)  Sept.  18 

No.  65  (9)  Oet.  3 

No.  86  (9)  Nov.14 

No.  67  (9)  Nov.  88 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  16, '39 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19V^) Sept.  88 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogens  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) July  87 

Yorke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  'Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

HIgh-Jaek  'n  the  Show 

(17)  May  18,  ’38 

James  Barton,  Bea  Saxon,  The 
Three  Marshalls,  Starnes  Four- 
some. 

Music  and  Flowers  (19)  . . . . June  16 
Block  & Sully,  Peg  Leg  Bates, 
Royal  Swedish  Bell  Ringers, 
Stearnes  & Ana  van. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Dehonatrs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, '39 
Arthur  & Morton  Havel.  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Ghezzis. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17*^)  Oct.  18 

Stars  and  Stripes  (17) July  6 

Ed  East,  Ralph  Dumke,  Ada 


Brown  and  Carl  Freed’s  Harmon- 
ica Band. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Barnyard  Romeo  (7)  Aug.  1 

Cheese  Nappers  (7)  July  4 

Ghost  Town  FVollcs  (7) Sept.  6 

Happy  Seoiits  t7l  ....  .lone  86 

Movie  Phoney  News  (7) May  30 

Nellie.  The  Indian  Cnief’s 

Daughter  (7)  June  6 

Pixie  I,and  (7)  Sept.  18 

Rabbit  Hnnt  (7)  Oet.  17 

SaUor  Moose  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Moosie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WALTER  1,ANTZ  OARTUNES 

Bab.v  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cmise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Moose  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Bine  Blackbird  (7) Dec.  86 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

I’he  Problem  Child  (7)  ..  .May  16. ’38 
Voodoo  Harlem  (7) July  18 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  61  ( 9)  June  6 

No.  52  ( 9)  June  80 

No.  63  (9)  Aug.  89 

No.  64  (9)  Sept.  19 

No.  66  (9H)  Oet.  10 

No.  66  (9)  .Nov.  81 

No.  67  (0)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  8 

No.  69  (9)  Feb.  6 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 


BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 
Prisoner  of  Swing  (81) . .June  11, '38 
BROADWAY  BREVITIES 


Hats  and  Dogs  (..) Nov.  18 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(80)  Sept.  84 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (86)  . . . .Oct.  89 

Toyland  Casino  (81)  ..Oct.  8 

Two  Shadows  (80)  Oct.  28 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  18 

Stardnst  (88)  Dec.  10 

Zero  Girl  (88)  Sept.  3 


COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 


The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10)  ..  .Aug.  87 
Isles  ol  Enchauimeut 

(10)  July  83,  *38 

Long  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  85 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

Meehanix  Illustrated  (10)  . .June  4, ’38 
Toradja  Land  (10)  Apr.  30,  ’38 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10)  Oct.  1 

Meehanix  lUustrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  6 

Minu'les  of  f»porl  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10)  Deo.  3 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doe  (7) Nov.  80 

tiijuu  Trouble  (7) May  81. '38 

Porky  In  Egypt  (7) Nov.  6 

Porky  In  Hackyland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  84 

Porky  the  Gob  (7)  Nov.  86 

Porky  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Five  and  Ten  (7)  .Apr.  16,  '38 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew(7)  . .Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Party  (7)  June  86 

Porky's  Spring  Planting  (7).. July  16 
Wholly  Smoke  (7)  Aug,  87 

MELODY  MASTERS 


Clyde  Lucas  and  Orchestra 

(10)  June  18, ’38 
Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

Uls  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  80 

Clyde  McCoy  and  orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch  (..)...  .Dec.  3 
Jiiiiiny  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oet.  28 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ray  Kinney  and  His  Haivaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  80, ’38 


©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  In  color) 

.No.  10  (10)  June  4, '38 

Beavers — Polo — Woolens. 

No.  11  (10)  July  9, ’38 

Bakelite — Greyhounds — Perfume. 

No.  18  ( .)  Aug.  13 

Hollywood-Sculling-Furs. 

PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Rainbow’s  End  (20) July  2, ’38 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pal  Rooney. 


TECHNICOLOR 

Campns  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

0©0iit  Where  tlie  Stars  Begin 

JlO)  May  88, ’38 

A young  dancer  makes  good 
through  the  aid  of  a makeup  man. 
With  Evelyn  Thawl,  Jeffrey  Lynn, 
Armlda,  Fritz  Feld  and  Charley 
Foy. 

Sous  of  the  Plains  (19)  . . .July  30,*38 
Mauch  Twins.  Rosella  Towns. 

Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, '39 

ITun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane.  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9)  

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 


VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 

My  Pop  (..)  July  16, ’38 

Stocks  and  Blondes  (80) . .May  81. ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-BTIES 

Rise  and  Sing  (21) Jane  26, '38 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (80)  . . . Ang.  87 

Flfl  D’Ursay. 


VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 

Juggling  Fool  (111 May  14, '38 

Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10)  . . . . Aug.  6 
Louis  Prlma  _ 

Bobbin’  Good  (10)  Dec.  10 

'Table  Manners  (11>  Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

\ itaphono  Capers  (10) . .June  18, ’38 


TRUE  adventures 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 


A Dream  Comes  True 


Defying  Death  (12) 

lUentitied  (18)  

The  Tigliting  Judge  (18) 
Toils  of  the  Law  (18) . . 
Treacherous  Waters  (12) 


June  4,  ’38 

Oct.  15 

Sept.  17 

...  .July  2 

Nov.  12 

Dec.  10 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan,  88,  '39 

16  chapters. 

'The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  36 

16  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island . . . Mar.  1 7 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  burled 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
Island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22, '38-39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazing  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  Is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

16  Chapters  — Dick  Byrd  - Lynn 
Roberts. 

FigliHiig  Devil  Dogs,  The May  28 

12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brlx,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters;  Herman  Brlx,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  .Stallion  Jane  6,  38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 


MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 


UNIVERSAL 


A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  Jul.  '23 

Count  Me  Out  (7)  Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Isle  ol  Plngo  Poiigo  ( . . ) . May  28,  ’38 

Katnip  Kollege  (7) June  11, '38 

Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7).... Oct.  8 

Penguin  Parade  (7) Apr.  23, ’38 

The  Major  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Night  Watchman  (7) . . . .Nov.  19 
Freddie  Rich  and  Orchestra 
You’re  An  Edncatlon  (7) Nov.  6 


Flaming  Frontiers  July  5 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Wlthers- 
C'athertne  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


^leatina  -tiouie 

* Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  TTie  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omalia,  Neb. 

NOW  YOU  CAN  BUY  YOUR  THEATRE 
EQUIPMENT  NEEDS  ON  EASY  TIME 
PAYMENTS  at  regular  catalog  prices,.  Plan 
open  to  reliable  exhibitors.  Write  for  de- 
tails., S.  O.  S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

BE  IN  THE  “KNOW,”  ALWAYS  PRO- 
JECT A GOOD  SHOW  WITH  NEW 
Precision  Test  reel  for  projection  and 
sound.  Combination  visual,  sound  tests 
for  all  track  adjustments.  35mm,  $29.50. 
16mm,  $17.50.  Write  for  ch'cular.  S.  O.  S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 

BARGAIN — Complete  soimd  system  for 
small  theatre;  priced  for  quick  sale.  Box 
2076,  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 


RECTIFIER  BULBS 

15-AMPERE  rectifier  bulbs  for  30-am- 
pere rectifiers,  only  $5.46  each;  only  $4.96 
each  when  purchased  in  lots  of  six  or  more, 
these  bulbs  retail  for  $10  everywhere. 
Southern  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

TWO  NEW  30-ampere  Forest  rectifiers, 
regular  price  $144,  our  price  only  $96 
pair.  Southern  Theatre  Supply,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


ONE  BOOTH  equipment  in  good  con- 
dition, constituting  two  Powers  6Bs,  with 
Mellaphone  sound  and  GE  Mazda  lamps 
with  900-watt,  30-volt  transformers.  $395 
cash.  Savini  Films,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


FOR  SALE — Complete  theatre  equip- 
ment, 200  veneer  seats,  sound  screen  and 
portable  projectors  in  A-1  condition.  Lo- 
cated in  Arkansas.  Sacrifice  $500  cash. 
B-1078,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — 250  spring  edge  bottom,  full 
upholstered  back,  reconditioned  theatre 
chairs,  like  new,  $3.60  each,  cash.  Wilbur 
Garnett,  Luray,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


SEE  US  for  both  new  and  used  chairs. 
Our  prices  reasonable.  Savini  Films,  At- 
lanta, Ga. 


ELECTRIC  CHANGEOVERS 


COPYRIGHTED  instructions  and  il- 
lustrations for  building  your  own  guillotine 
type  electric  changeovers  for  Simplex  front 
or  rear  shutter  at  $5.00  or  less  per  pair. 
Instructions  $1.00  per  copy.  D’Armand 
Supply  Co.,  Grant-Grandview  Ave.,  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio. 


EQUIPMENT  WANTED 


6 VOLT  PA  SYSTEM;  also  5"  Series  1 
projection  lens.  Movie  Service,  Washing- 
ton, Ind. 


BUSINESS  STIMULATORS 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


FILM  WANTED 


RELIGIOUS  FEATURES— 16mm  S.O.F. 
Have  action  features  for  trade.  B-1080, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — Or  will  trade  in  on  operat- 
ing theatre — Traveling  Talking  Moving 
Picture  Show,  complete.  New  large  tent, 
light  plant,  P.  A.  System,  seven  complete 
programs,  paper,  living  quarters  for  four. 
Two  trucks,  three  trailers,  all  licenses  paid. 
Now  in  winter  quarters,  $1,500  cash  will 
handle.  Owner  342  Sycamore  St.,  Abi- 
lene, Tex. 


FOR  SALE  OR  LEASE — Rialto  Theatre, 
Marysville,  Kas.,  325  seats,  good  equip- 
ment. Look  it  over  and  make  me  offer. 
Lee  Sproule,  Newton,  Kas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED  to  lease  or  purchase  theatre 
in  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Wyoming,  Ne- 
braska. Write  full  details.  B-1079,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WILL  BUY  OR  LEASE  California  the- 
atres. Fred  Gorman,  P.  O.  Box  2222,  San 
Diego,  Cal. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS — Experienced;  every  state; 
movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518  State 
Tlieatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


OPERATOR — Must  be  good  sign  man; 
pleasant  surroundings;  satisfactory  salary. 
Tom  Edwards,  Ozark  Theatre,  Eldon,  Mo. 


DISTRIBUTORS  WANTED 


DISTRIBUTORS  WANTED  for  sensa- 
tional electrical  animated  mass-appeal 
display  projector.  Fully  patented.  Has 
advertising  advantages  of  big  expensive 
electrical  animated  signs  or  billboards — 
yet  cost  is  amazingly  low.  Used  indoors 
or  outdoors  for  stores,  theatres,  hotels, 
showrooms.  Attracts  thousands.  Everyone 
looks.  Big  Market!  Exceptional  oppor- 
tunity for  experienced  distributors  or 
agents  with  financial  responsibility.  MOV- 
ING WORDS  PROJECTING,  4505  N.  Ked- 
zie,  Chicago. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


THEATRE  MANAGER — Desires  making 
change;  will  go  anywhere;  knows  how  to 
get  the  business;  mixer,  community  builder, 
publicist.  Salary  or  percentage.  Harry  L. 
MoUer,  Box  7,  Salisbury,  Md. 


MANAGER,  now  employed;  desires  op- 
portunity to  better  himself  with  progres- 
sive concern;  experienced  booking,  ex- 
ploitation, advertising,  stage  productions. 
B-1070,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 
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YEAR  BY  YEAR  DISTRIBUTION  ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  THIS  PRODUCER-DISTRIBUTOR 

MILLION  DOLLAR  MYSTERY 

TEN  NIGHTS  IN  A BARROOM 

WORLDLY  GOODS 

BEATING  BACK 

MAN  AND  WIFE 

MOTHER  AND  SON 

SILAS  MARNER 

EASY  MONEY 

THE  THIRTEENTH  GUEST 

THE  DEEMSTER 

FLAME  FIGHTER 

SWEETHEART  OF  SIGMA  CHI 

THE  MASKED  RIDER 

SCOTTY  OF  THE  SCOUTS 

JANE  EYRE 

LIGHTNING  BRYCE 

SHANGHAI  ROSE 

THE  HEALER 

BEFORE  THE  WHITE  MAN  CAME 

CASEY  JONES 

THE  HARVESTER 

THE  GOLDEN  TRAIL 

PHANTOM  IN  THE  HOUSE 

HOOSIER  SCHOOLBOY 

1 

1 non  GANGSTER’S  BOY 

J U 0 JACKIE  COOPER 

19  3 9 
W.  RAY  JOHNSTON 

Celebrates  25  Years  of  Service  to  the  Showmen  of  America 

SILVER  JUBILEE  YEAR 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


$10 


The  New  Year’s  fun  began  with 
"SWEETHEARTS"  that  MacDonald- 
Eddy  gold-mine  in  Technicolor. 
It’s  holding  over  4 weeks,  3 
weeks,  2 weeks  setting  extended 
run  records.  Then  came  "STAND 
UP  AND  FIGHT"  with  Beery 
and  Bob  Taylor  packing  ’em  in 
nation-wide!  And  here  are 
more  Sweethearts  to  come! 


"THE  WIZARD  OF  OZ" 

in  Technicolor!  With  Jody  Garland,  Frank 
lan,  Ray  Bolger,  Billie  Burke,  Bert  Lohri 


Filmed  i 
Morgi 


WALLACE  BEERY 


SERGEANT  MADDEN 


The  fofher.  o copf  The  son,  a kilterl  Twmultuouj 
drama  for  " Stablemotes"  storl 


So  glorious,  Hollywood  predicts  it  will  be 
sensational  as  “Snow  White"! 


LOVE  AN  D 
KISSES! 


NORMA  SHEARER 
CLARK  GABLE 

in  Clarence  Brown’s 

"IDIOT’S  DELIGHT" 


Not  since  ‘^A  Free  Soul” 
and  “Strange  Interlude” 
such  a drama  for  the 
screen’s  top  favorites! 
Their  exciting  lips  meet 
again!  Norma... as  a “lady 
in  tights”!  Clark  ...  as  a 
“ham”  song  and  dance 
man  of  the  honkytonks! 


"HONOLULU^ 

THE  lOLU  OF  MUSICAl  HI7SI 

ELEANOR  POWELL,  ROBERT 
YOUNG,  BURNS  & ALLEN 
Andy  lonas  Islanders  and  Hun- 
dreds of  Honolulu  Hula  Honic> 


/"'«'=0LUES0M939rr 


U clc  T 

*’e'oved  rom 

*n  one/“ 


'"““f  oonITT 

"V'”-'  C!rader  7„'t 

tender 

®oooey£  mbT- 

- ««.  CHIfSf 


■'ne.l  ,o 


From  the 

Mary  « 

fhis  lavish  mod  ‘Hornes 

'he  al/urin.  "" 
"S^Whearrs"  ,7® 
^■Kildare”  I '“''oung 


NELSON  EDDY,  Virginia  sruce,  Lionel  Barrymore, 

VICTOR  MocLAGLEN.  EDWARD  ARNOLD 

M “DUSTY  ROAD" 


I939’s  Prize  Cast  in  the  adventures  of  "The  Hornet” 
. . Robin  Hood  of  the  Romantic  WeSt!  MUSICAL! 


LEW  AYRES 
LIONEL  BARRYMORE 


’DR.  KILDARE  ON  HIS  OWN’ 


Wolfer  Winchell  Wos 
Rfghf/  She's  Really 
"Hedy  Lamarrveloos!" 


-I  TAKE  THIS  V^OMAN” 

Spencer  Tracy,  great  star  of 
'■Boys  Town".. .and  electrifying 
Hedy  Lamarr  in  her  first  pic- 
ture since  “Algiers”!  This  is 
THE  love  match  of  the 
century! 


Dennis  O'Keefe!  Cecilia 
Parker!  In  “BURN  ’EM  UP 
O’CONNOR'T  Thrills  of  the 
romantic,  roaring  speedway! 


THE 

MARX  BROTHERS 


“A  DAY  AT  THE 
CIRCUS"! 


At  Long  Last!  Their  NEW  hit! 
WILLIAM  POWELL  • MYRNA  LOY 


"RETURN  OF  THE  THIN  MAN" 


Here  Come  The 
Clowns!  Their  best 
since  “A  Night  At 
The  Opera.” 


-the  HARDYS  RIDE  HIGH" 

c k -n.  is  batler  that,  the  last  and 
t'a-sTa  n:»«t  and  best  of  Atner.ca  s 

mostbelovedfatn.lv. 

MiCFEykOONEY  . UEWIS  STONE 
CECILIA  PARKE* 


The  Friendly  Company 


T „.c‘’.hc  briuh. 

I '‘cI'^hVey  ■ CAREY  WILSON 

FET8  SMITH  . «OBT.  .,olLs  • OUR  CANO 

1 .OHNNES.nT^._MTTrA™«,^^^ 


M-G-M 
CAMERAS 
WILL  SOON 

film  these 
rousing 
HITS! 

Norma  Shearer 
in“The  Women”' 

Robert  Taylor 
Hedy  Lamarr  in 
“Lady  Of  The 
Tropics”! 

Greta  Garbo  in 
“Ninotschka”! 
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LEAP  OR  BE  PUSHED? 


Editorial  wonderment;  Whether  or  not,  the  trade  practice  program,  already  de- 
scribed here  as  an  industry  Magna  Charta,  potentially,  and  now  by  one  of  the 
prominent  lawyers  mixing  the  stew  as  a Bill  of  Rights,  is  not  in  danger  of  being  lost  in 
a maze  of  contradiction,  confusion  and  cross-purpose.  We  hope  not. 

The  job,  very  difficult  at  best,  is  running  beyond  the  weeks  and  into  the  months. 
Now  it  appears  June  will  mark  the  earliest  concluding  date.  In  all  reasonableness,  it 
should  have  been  understood  that  this  is  not,  and  could  not  possibly  be,  a pushover  en- 
terprise, what  with  trade  practices  of  years'  indulgence  reluctantly  lining  up  before  the  firing 
squad  for  elimination. 

Everyone,  including  some,  although  perhaps  not  all  of  the  lawyers,  agrees  the  initial 
draft  was  written  largely  for  the  legal  fraternity  in  pretty  much  the  same  manner  as  some 
of  the  boys  in  Hollywood  continue  to  make  pictures  for  each  other. 

Clarification,  of  the  right  kind,  is  promised  and  is  on  the  way.  But  now  it  becomes  a 
question  of  conciliation  and/or  arbitration  and  which,  if  either,  is  to  be.  Laboring  under 
the  widely  accepted  impression  compulsion  in  arbitration  has  been  ruled  out  by  the 
supreme  court,  the  latest  fly  flapping  in  the  ointment  is  a counter-impression  that  this  may 
not  be  so.  There  also  is  a point  about  how  a third  exhibitor,  not  directly  involved  in  a 
specific  issue  at  arbitration,  may  react  to  a ruling  possibly  bearing  on  his  own  operations 
and  if  he  might  not  sue,  etc.,  etc. 

Important  issues,  of  course.  Worthy  of  serious  consideration  and  that,  also,  is  prob- 
ably of  course,  although  we  ask  that  you  do  not  completely  gloss  over  the  desire  of  some 
interests  to  have  it  entirely  their  own  way. 

But  is  the  whole  situation  in  danger  of  inclining  toward  a case  of  not  seeing  the  trees 
for  the  forest,  if  that's  the  way  the  phrase  goes?  We  don't  know,  to  be  frank  about  it. 
That  is,  we  don't  know  yet.  But  we  do  feel  that,  as  the  span  between  the  self-announced 
program  of  self-regulation  and  whatever  its  completion  date  grows  greater,  there  continues 
to  hang  around  outside  the  door  a very  significant  anti-trust  suit.  There  is  also  a De- 
partment of  Justice.  And  a Thurman  Arnold  who,  the  chance  goes,  may  be  thinking 
harder  and  faster  that  the  one  effect've  manner  of  bringing  about  adjustments  in  this 
industry  is  to  have  the  government  tell  the  industry  how  it  must  be  done. 

If  this  point  of  view  carries  with  it  any  merit  at  all,  trailing  is  the  impression  that  con- 
sideration might  well  be  directed  toward  accelerating  the  program  voluntarily  assumed. 
We  do  not  mean  irrationally.  We  do  not  mean  in  the  foolhardy  manner.  But  we  do  mean 
a hastened  resolving  of  the  known  and  suspected  issues  into  some  kind  of  a workalole 
whole  and  then  put  to  work. 

There  is  no  possibility,  by  any  approach,  of  satisfying  all  hands.  It  is  not  possible, 
no  matter  how  loud  the  cries  or  how  persistent  the  table-banging.  A chance  has  to  be 
taken  on  some  angle,  some  count,  even  if  we  cannot  name  it. 

The  industry,  sooner  or  later,  will  have  to  recognize  this.  That's  why  we  say  it  ought 
to  be  contemplating  its  own  leap  before  it  is  pushed. 
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20TH-FOX,  M-G-M,  PARAMOUNT  MAY  GO  SOLO 
UNLESS  OTHER  MAJORS  AGREE  ON  TRAUE  PACT 


Distributor  Committee  Wonder  Who,  What  Are  Behind 

Asks  Allied  Support 
At  Board  Meeting 


^'Merry-Go-Round"  Onslaught 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

Washington — Unless  distributors,  among 
themselves,  and  lawyers  for  the  majors 
can  see  their  way  clear  to  accept  the 
principles  outlined  by  the  distributors’  ne- 
gotiating committee  to  Allied,  MPTOAand 
the  independent  associations,  tliree  com- 
panies are  prepared  to  forget  about  an 
industry-wide  trade  practice  agreement 
and  individually  offer  to  exhibitors  the 
program  expounded  originally.  The  com- 
panies are  understood  to  be  20th  Century- 
Fox,  M-G-M  and  Paramount. 

This  may  develop  unless  the  heads  of 
certain  of  the  majors  and  attorneys  alter 
their  current  attitude.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
one  distributor  negotiator  is  reported  to 
have  already  informed  the  lawyers  and 
other  sales  managers  they  will  have  to 
go  along  without  him  unless  he  is  assured 
the  support  necessary  to  make  the  pro- 
posed pact  a blessing  to  the  industry,  not 
a tai’get.  This  is  declared  to  have  taken 
place  last  week  after  he  and  his  commit- 
tee met  with  the  independents  and  the 
MPTOA  committee  in  New  York. 

No  action  along  individual  company  lines 
is  expected  to  take  place  this  month,  how- 
ever, because  of  a desire  to  extend  every 
opportunity  to  reach  a complete  distributor 
accord. 

Discuss  Draft  Changes 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M;  A.  Montague,  sales  chief 
of  Columbia,  and  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  head 
of  sales  for  Warner,  met  here  at  the  Carl- 
ton Monday  with  the  Allied  committee 
composed  of  Abram  F.  Myers,  Nathan 
Yamins,  A1  Steffes,  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole. 
Sidney  Samuelson,  Ray  Branch  and  M.  A. 
Rosenberg. 

Rodgers  and  his  committee  asked  the 
Allied  men  to  back  up  the  principles  as 
set  forth  in  their  Chicago  meeting  and 
then  discussed  changes  in  the  language 
of  the  draft,  the  same  as  had  been  done 
with  the  independents  and  HvIPTOA  com- 
mittees in  New  York  before  the  session 
here. 

Clause  14  is  to  be  entirely  eliminated, 
making  the  revised  draft  a 15-point  pro- 
gram instead  of  16.  It  is  pointed  out  in 
some  quarters  that  distributors  were  di- 
vided on  the  inclusion  of  the  clause  and 
it  was  inserted  over  the  protests  of  at 
least  two  or  three  sales  heads.  This  was 
not  a question  of  the  lawyers  putting  it 
in  for  protection,  but  on  the  advice  of 
some  distributors,  it  is  learned.  The  clause 
deals  with  alleged  falsification  of  boxof- 
fice  statements  on  percentage  pictures. 

Another  point,  and  regarded  as  serious, 
on  which  distributors  are  in  disagreement 


New  York — Speculation,  and  some  sus- 
picion, is  rife  over  how  it  came  about 
Drew  Pearson  and  Robert  S.  Allen,  the 
“Washington  Merry-Go-Round”  authors, 
turned  over  a complete  column  to  the 
government’s  anti-trust  suit  just  as  the 
distributors’  negotiating  committee  on 
trade  practices  was  meeting  the  Allied  ne- 
gotiators at  the  Carlton  Hotel  in  Wash- 
ington. 

The  sensational  Pearson-Allen  article 
which  flatly  accuses  the  industry  of  be- 
ing a monopoly,  ran  in  the  Washington 
Herald  Wednesday  morning,  but  did  not 
appear  in  the  Daily  Mirror  here  on  that 
day. 

“Biggest  story  in  Washington  today,” 
they  wrote,  “is  not  the  political  hemming 
and  hawing  on  Capitol  Hill  or  the  rows 
between  Old  Deal  Democrats  and  the 
White  House,  but  the  Justice  Department’s 
carefully  laid  plans  to  break  the  billion 
dollar  monopoly  of  the  movie  industry. 

“The  story  also  involves  the  secret  poli- 
tical pressure  being  brought  to  get  around 
Thurman  Arnold,  hard-hitting  assistant 
attorney  general,  to  squelch  the  movie- 
monopoly  prosecution. 

“For  the  first  time  in  history,  the  movie 
moguls  are  worried.  One  of  them  visit- 
ing in  Washington  the  other  day,  admit- 
ted that  for  the  first  time  they  had  found 
a man  they  could  not  influence.  Usually, 
a few  parties  in  Hollywood,  featuring  rav- 
ishing females,  are  enough  to  persuade  a 
Justice  Department  official  to  drop  an 
anti-trust  prosecution. 

“So  far,  however,  Thurman  Arnold  has 
been  cold  to  feminine  charm  and  deaf  to 
arguments  from  Hollywood’s  high-priced 
battery.” 


among  themselves  has  to  do  with  inter- 
change of  allocations.  Exhibitors,  at  their 
meetings  with  distributors,  have  held  that 
no  company  should  be  permitted  to  change 
a low  bracket  picture,  after  it  becomes 
a hit,  to  a higher  allocation,  and  con- 
versely, no  switch  should  be  made  on  a 
higher  bracket  picture,  after  it  flops,  to 
a lower  grouping.  Some  sales  heads  are 
said  to  have  repeated  this  practice  in  the 
past,  much  to  the  resentment  of  exhibi- 
tors. While  all  distributors  are  not  agreed, 
there  is  a percentage  of  them  holding  the 
firm  belief  that  the  practice  should  be 
stopped.  And  every  effort  is  being  made 
by  a number  of  distribution  chiefs  to  aban- 
don the  interchange. 

Voluntary  arbitration  seems  definitely 
set.  Allied  wants  it,  not  conciliation.  The 
independents  want  it.  So  does  the  MPTOA. 


Continuing  its  bold  vein,  the  article 
states  further: 

“Inside  fact  which  the  movie  industry 
may  not  know  is  that  Arnold  came  near 
bringing  criminal  charges  against  them, 
instead  of  merely  civil  action. 

“Wilful  violation  of  the  trust  laws  car- 
ries a criminal  penalty.  However,  in  dig- 
ging through  his  files,  Arnold  found  let- 
ters from  his  predecessors  written  to  mo- 
tion picture  lawyers  virtually  promising 
exemption  from  anti-trust  laws.  In  view 
of  this  correspondence,  Arnold  decided  to 
bring  only  a civil  suit. 

“The  Justice  Department  is  preparing  to 
show  that  the  owning  of  theatres  by  the 
big  producers  is  one  of  the  worst  evils 
in  the  industry.  The  story  of  how  these 
theatres  were  acquired,  squeezing  out  in- 
dependent owners  by  refusing  to  lease 
them  films,  is  one  of  the  most  sordid 
stories  the  Justice  Department  has  on 
record.  It  compares  to  the  tactics  of  the 
big  oil  companies  in  squeezing  out  inde- 
pendent companies  by  refusing  them  the 
use  of  pipe  lines. 

“One  result  of  this  squeeze  play  was  the 
elimination  of  vaudeville.  The  big  movie 
moguls  found  that  dividends  increased  by 
forcing  the  theatres  to  buy  an  extra  film 
instead  of  the  vaudeville  acts  once  popu- 
lar throughout  the  country.  Result:  Pay- 
rolls have  been  cut  in  every  city  in  the 
counti’y,  dividends  are  up  and  thousands  of 
actors  on  WPA  rolls. 

“Tactics  of  the  Hollywood  boys  toward 
Thurman  Arnold  so  far  are  to  stall  for 
time.  They  figure  that  he  is  in  office  for 
two  years  only.  After  that  they  will  have 
a new  man  to  deal  with.  Arnold,  both 
amazes  and  disturbs  them,  simply  be- 
cause he  can’t  be  ‘reached.’  ” 


Provided,  however,  all  local  boards  are 
made  up  of  equal  representation  with  an 
impartial  observer  to  sit  in  and  obviate 
tie  votes.  This  distributors  insist  on,  too. 
If  the  draft  is  accepted  by  the  industry, 
the  plan  is  to  have  panels,  of  a number 
not  yet  set  up,  in  each  teiTitory  with  the 
exhibitor  and  distributor  making  his  se- 
lections from  the  panel.  He  may  be  per- 
mitted to  draft  persons  outside  the  panel, 
if  agreeable  to  the  other  side.  Five  or 
seven  men  on  boards  are  being  considered. 

Everything  in  the  contract  will  be  sub- 
ject to  arbitration,  it  is  reported,  and  there 
is  talk  the  five  major  circuits  are  willing 
to  arbitrate  any  dispute  arising  over  clear- 
ance and  zoning  and  overbuying. 

One  of  the  prime  worries  on  arbitra- 
tion, as  pointed  out  exclusively  in  Box- 
( Continued  on  page  15) 
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MAJORS  SEE  NEW  PERIL  TO  SELF-REGDLATION 
IN  RENEWED  MOVE  TO  PASS  THE  NEELY  BILL 


Fear  Structural  Changes 
Foreseen  May  Render 
Concessions  Useless 

New  York — Majors  are  privately  con- 
cerned over  a new  peril  to  self-regula- 
tion in  renewed  efforts  of  Senator  Mat- 
thew Neely  to  induce  the  Senate  Interstate 
Commerce  Committee  to  report  his  block 
booking  bill  out  of  committee  without 
hearing,  thereby  throwing  it  on  the  sena- 
torial calendar  for  a vote. 

Should  this  happen,  the  impression  here 
is  the  measure  has  an  excellent  chance 
of  second  passage  and,  through  senatorial 
pressure  and  action,  induce  action  on  this 
session  on  the  companion  bill  introduced 
in  the  House  a few  days  ago  by  Repre- 
sentative Andrew  Edmiston.  He  is  from 
Neely’s  home  state.  West  Virginia. 

In  the  event  of  passage,  and  this  is 
not  viewed  as  too  remote,  inside  authori- 
tative opinion  among  the  majors  is  the 
entire  program  of  self -regulation  may 
reduce  itself  to  an  academic  one  in  view 
of  sweeping  changes  in  the  industry’s 
structure  which  enactment  of  the  Neely- 
Edmiston  bills  would  bring  about.  The 
measures,  of  course,  would  make  compul- 
sory block  booking  and  blind  selling  il- 
legal. Tliey  propose  the  submission  to 
exhibitors  of  synopses  of  all  films,  spe- 
cifically detailed  by  scenes.  Producers,  as 
one  of  their  persistent  arguments  in  re- 
buttal, have  constantly  maintained  this 
is  not  possible. 

Distributors  continue  to  believe  the 


Washington — Senator  Neely,  father  of 
the  anti-compulsory  block  booking  and 
blind  selling  bill  which  passed  in  the  75th 
Congress  and  thereby  created  an  uproar 
in  major  company  ranks,  sees  no  further 
reason  to  hold  additional  public  hearings 
on  the  theory  there  is  nothing  fui’ther 
to  be  entered  upon  the  record. 

For  this  reason,  and  reputedly  citing 
the  advisability  of  avoiding  additional  ex- 
pense entailed  in  any  plan  to  resume 
hearings,  Neely  is  understood  to  be  can- 
vassing members  of  the  Senate  Inter- 
state Commerce  Committee  to  persuade 
them  to  report  his  bill  out  of  committee 
and  thus  put  it  on  the  Senate  calendar 
for  vote. 

While  Allied  is  working  closely  with  the 
senator  from  West  Virginia  who  was  the 
guest  of  honor  at  the  association’s  ban- 
quet here  Tuesday  night,  Neely  is  pro- 


Won't  Submit  Pact 
To  Arnold 

Washington — If,  and  when,  a final 
trade  practice  draft  is  completed,  dis- 
tributors will  not  submit  it  to  Thurman 
Arnold  for  approval,  it  is  learned.  As 
soon  as  the  first  tentative  draft  was  fin- 
ished, attorneys  for  film  companies  sent 
a copy  to  Arnold  and  he  is  understood 
to  have  plainly  indicated  he  will 
neither  opprove  nor  reject  any  trade 
practice  formula. 

So  the  film  companies  are  content  to 
go  along  without  Arnold's  assistance, 
it  is  stated. 


basic  fallacy  in  the  framing  of  the  bili 
is  to  be  found  in  Part  1,  Section  3.  This 
deals  with  sales  in  lump  sums,  a prac- 
tice which  distributors  refuse  to  recog- 
nize is  in  existence.  They  assert  product 
never  is,  nor  has  it  ever  been,  sold  in 
lump  price  which  the  Neely  bill  seeks 
to  make  unlawful.  'Tliey  maintain  that, 
even  in  the  instances  where  prices  are 
bulked,  it  is  not  practice,  and  never  has 
been,  to  set  up  a lump  figure  embracing 
an  entire  group  of  films  and  that  con- 
tracts, irrespective  of  the  finalism  in- 
volved, always  designate  individual  prices 
for  individual  pictures  making  up  the 
group  sale.  This  is  how  they  conclude 
the  specific  section  at  which  they  aim 
their  arguments  is  in  “error,  ill-advised 
and  wholly  unreasonable  from  an  opera- 
tive standpoint.”  Thus,  while  an  unre- 
lenting fight  would  be  directed  toward 
any  steps  pushing  the  Neely-Edmiston 


ceeding  largely  on  his  own.  Continuing 
to  be  active  in  the  campaign  for  legalized 
death  to  compulsory  block  booking  and 
blind  selling  is  the  Motion  Picture  Re- 
search Council  of  which  Dr.  Ray  Lyman 
Wilbur  is  president.  This  organization’s 
activity  centers  chiefly  around  the  com- 
munity, or  home  rule,  freedom  aspect  in 
the  selection  of  films  by  the  exhibitor 
and,  while  it  is  of  the  opinion  such  a 
condition  would  aid  the  theatre  operator, 
its  first  concern  along  this  line  seems  to 
rest  with  the  public. 

Allied  leaders,  for  some  time  now,  have 
maintained  the  constantly  reiterated  cam- 
paign against  compulsory  block  booking 
is  now  largely  in  the  hands  of  various 
women’s  clubs  throughout  the  coimtry 
that,  were  they  (Allied)  desirous  of  stop- 
ping it,  they  could  not. 

Also  and  however.  Allied  does  not  want 


Point  to  New  Patterns 
Old  Problems  Likely 
Will  Then  Assume 


measures  toward  enactment,  the  concern 
now  goes  beyond  and  reflects  on  the 
effect  on  the  rapidly-extending  efforts  to 
bring  about  self-regulation. 

Authoritative  opinion  is  that  continu- 
ance of  the  latter  enterprise  would  be- 
come impossible  because  many  of  the  trade 
practices  heading  for  a new  design  would 
take  on  still  another  design  under  anti- 
block booking  reenactment. 

Months  ago,  when  Boxoffice  first  be- 
gan to  report  developments  on  the  then 
revived  Neely  bill,  it  was  distributor  cross- 
section  opinion  that  a program  of  con- 
ciliation under  self-regulation  would  be 
completely  untenable  under  legislation 
such  as  proposed  in  the  Neely  bill.  Tliis 
point  of  view  now  easily  extends  itself 
to  embrace  enough  salient  features  un- 
der self-regulation  to  imperil  the  entire 
agenda. 

As  far  back  as  April,  Boxoffice  re- 
ported from  Washington  that  Senator 
Neely  was  far  more  concerned  with  the 
moral  issue,  as  he  saw  it,  than  with  re- 
lief, actual  or  fanciful,  for  exhibitors. 
“Thisi  ties  in  directly  with  the  community 
freedom,  or  home  rule,  aspects  of  the 
proposed  law  which  continues  to  main- 
tain the  industry  in  a perpetual  state  of 
uproar  and  reflects  itself  in  that  portion 
of  the  bill  dealing  with  synopsis  sub- 
mitted to  the  exhibitor,”  Boxoffce  said 
on  April  2,  1938. 

It  is  learned  from  Washington  that 
Neely  has  not  swerved  from  this  approach 
and  appears  determined  to  proceed  along 
lines  reflected  clearly  ten  montlis  ago. 

Believe  Zukor  Withdrawal 
From  F-P  Canadian  Near 

Ottawa — Adolph  Zukor,  one  of  the  three 
trustees  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  un- 
der itsi  about-to-expire  voting  trust  agree- 
ment, is  expected  to  withdraw  from  that 
post  when  the  10-year-old  pact  runs  out 
in  March. 


Looks  Like  48 
From  RKO 

New  York — Declaring  the  purpose  of 
his  coast  trip  is  to  set  up  next  sea- 
son's program,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
president  of  RKO,  told  BOXOFFICE  on 
his  departure  the  number  of  pictures, 
48,  will  in  all  probability  be  the  same 
next  season.  He  will  be  in  Hollywood 
several  weeks.  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution,  ac- 
companied him  west  as  far  as  Chicago. 


Seeks  Block  Booking  Action 
Sans  New  Public  Hearings 
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What  They're  Writing: 


An  editorial  in  the  "Regina 
(Sask.)  Doily  Star"  captioned 
"Hollywood  to  Fight,"  here  are  a 
couple  of  highlights: 

Hollywood's  moving  picture  moguls 
have  been  eating  humble  pie  for 
many  a day  and  are  tired  of  it  . . . 
These  prostrations  brought  Hollywood 
nowhere.  The  Nazis,  who  never  liked 
the  United  States  attitude  anyway, 
began  throwing  out  imported  movies 
because  they  said  they  had  been 
made  by  non-Aryans  workers.  Then 
they  stopped  giving  reasons  and  sim- 
ply refused  to  let  American  films  be 
shown.  Having  tired  of  turning  the 
other  cheek,  Hollywood  can  be  ex- 
pected to  make  the  dictators  squirm. 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  the  dic- 
tators will  relish  the  treatment  they 
will  receive  nor  are  they  likely  to 
look  more  lovingly  upon  America  be- 
cause they  are  being  lampooned 
therein.  But  as  far  as  the  boxoffice 
returns  in  free  lands  are  concerned, 
the  change  should  prove  invigorating. 
The  first  essential  of  art  is  hones.ty 
and  in  its  frantic  efforts  to  offend  no- 
body, the  moving  picture  industry  suc- 
ceeded in  making  its  products  less 
attractive.  With  more  frankness  and 
more  courage  the  movies  should  re- 
gain some  of  the  prestige  they  have 
lost. 

Wants  Them  Vigorous 

Archibald  MacLeish,  writing  in 
"Stage:" 

The  truth  about  the  matter  seems  to 
be  that  Hollywood  has,  played  so  safe 
so  long  that  it  is  now  in  the  greatest 
danger.  Hollywood  has  been  so  care- 
ful not  to  offend  any  group  of  cus- 
tomers that  it  has  ended  by  boring 
all  groups  of  customers. 

Against  the  particular  hostility  of 
particular  pressure  groups  must  be 
balanced  the  restored  interest  and 
credence  and  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic as  a whole — an  affirmative  and 
disinterested  and,  therefore,  creative 
force.  The  movies,  if  they  are  vigor- 
ous and  alive  and  truly  forms  of  art, 
can  outlive  any  pressure  group.  The 
movies,  if  they  are  cowardly  and  in- 
sincere and  boring,  cannot  live  at  all. 

If  they  make  the  attempt  to  know 
their  time  and  present  it,  they  will  be 
accused  of  propaganda  and  attacked 
accordingly.  But  if  they  do  not  make 
the  attempt,  it  will  not  matter  how 
blameless  of  propaganda  they  may 
be,  for  very  few  will  go  to  see  and 
fewer  still  will  care. 


About  Real  People 

William  Boehnel,  critic  of  the  "New 
York  World-Telegram:" 

. . . But  what  Hollywood  fails  to  real- 
ize sometimes,  I think,  is  that  the  only 
way  to  get  customers  into  the  theatres 
is  to  give  them  s,tories  about  real 
people  with  real  problems — stories 
audiences  can  understand  and  ap- 
preciate because  they  are  part  of 
themselves;  stories  with  subjects  that 
are  contemporary,  as  fresh  and  stim- 
ulafing  as  the  front  page  of  a daily 
newspaper. 

The  Tariff -Bearer 

A letter  which  accompanied  one 
of  the  Movie  Quiz  replies: 

Instead  of  telling  you  what  movie 
I liked  bes,t,  and  why,  I am  going  to 
tell  you  what  I think  keeps  people 
from  going  to  the  movies  regularly. 

Lengthy  previews  are  especially 
irksome. 

Continued  advertising  on  the  screen 
defeats  its  own  purpose  because  peo- 
ple go  to  the  movies  to  be  entertained 
and  do  not  want  to  listen  to  the  same 
sales  talk  for  several  weeks. 

News,  a short  s,ubject,  a comic  and 
two  features  is  just  too  long. 

Most  of  the  squeaky  regal  music 
and  fanfare  prior  to  the  showing  of 
the  news,  preview,  etc.,  should  be 
eliminated. 

A movie  should  not  last  more  than 
two  hours. 

A good  picture  need  not  be  an 
"extravaganza.  Class  A picture"  to 
be  good  entertainment. 

Formerly  I went  to  several  movies 
a week.  In  the  past  year,  I have 
attended  about  once  in  three  weeks. 

I dread  the  thought  of  having  to  s,it 
through  three  or  four  hours  to  see 
one  or  possibly  two,  good  pictures. 

The  Axis  Swings 

To  convey  an  idea  of  how  the 
boys  disporting  themselves  on  the 
Rome-Berlin  axis  work  it  is  an  au- 
thenticated translation  of  an  article 
appearing  in  the  "Diario  de  Burgos," 
which  lines  up  with  the  Franco  side 
in  Spain.  The  information  is  re- 
leased here  by  the  Spanish  Infor- 
mation Bureau.  Excerpts: 

We  in  Spain  should  give  a warm 
welcome  to  the  moving  pictures  from 
Germany  and  Italy.  They  are  not 
films  that  hide  with  a mask  of  lux- 
urious display  the  cursed  serpent  of 
Judaism.  Some  splendid  films,  mag- 

( Continued  on  page  16) 
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Paramount  Rolls  Up 
That  Old  River... 


They’re  going  to  be  singing,  yes, 
and  swinging  the  praises  of  Para- 
mount’s “ST.  LOUIS  BLUES’’ 
from  Louisiana  to  Wisconsin,  for 
Paramount’s  all  set  to  open  this 
big  showboat-ful  of  entertainment 
in  a series  of  world  premieres  in 
16  famous  river  towns  along  the 
Mississippi.  Look  at  the  line-up  and 
you’ll  see  how  big  this  send-off  will 
be... Memphis,  Cairo,  Cape  Girar- 
deau, Hannibal,  Muscatine,  Daven- 
port, Quincy,  Fort  Madison,  La 
Crosse,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Evans- 
ville, Paducah,  Louisville,  Rock 
Island,  and  Moline.  What!  No 
New  Orleans?  Listen,  Gaston 
Bureau  has  already  wired  asking 
us  to  give  him  the  “St.  Louis  Blues’’ 
for  his  big  booking  of  the  year,  the 
Mardi  Gras  week  of  February  18th. 


She’s  Got  What  It  Takes  . . . 


The  Girl  Behind  the  Man  Behind  the  Gun 

We’ve  been  so  steamed  up  about  the 
exploitation  value  and  the  show 
value  of  “Persons  In  Hiding,”  the 
first  of  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  series, 
we’ve  forgotten  to  make  enough  fuss 
about  Patricia  Morison.  Last  sum- 
mer Paramount  scouts  caught 
Patricia  in  a Broadway  show  and 
signed  her  pronto.  And  did  they 
pull  a fast  one!  “Greatest  star  dis- 
covery in  years”  is  how  the  phrase 
goes  as  our  hard-boiled  home 
office  lads  came  out  of  the  screen- 
ing of  “Persons  In  Hiding.”  And 
they  mean  Patricia.  Just  one 
more  reason  why  this  picture  de- 
serves the  best  playing  time  you 
can  give  it  plus! 

P.  S.;  Hoover  says  Paramount  Pro- 
ducer Hurley  has  done  a swell  job. 
Saw  picture  and  liked  it  fine. 


PARAMOUNT 


She  Certainly  Can  Can-Can 


That  little  can-can  lady  “ZAZA”  is 
doing  all  right  on  old  Broadway. 
Now  in  her  second  week  she’s  top- 
ping all  grosses  on  the  New  York 
Main  Stem  and  we  can  tell  you 
this  Claudette  Colbert  picture  with 
Herbert  Marshall  will  do  all  right 
by  you.  So  get  ready.  The  press 
book  is  packed  with  exploitation 
gags.  And,  by  the  way,  have  you 
noticed  those  big  Lux  ads  giving 
Claudette  and  “Zaza”  big  billing? 


You  Can’t  Beat  a Beebe  . . . 


Reports  from  the  Field  show  that 
Bing  Crosby’s  new  Paramount  pic- 
ture, “Paris  Honeymoon”  is  hold- 
ing well  up  with  his  “Sing  You 
Sinners,”  and  that’s  saying  plenty. 
Thirteen  cities  have  already  re- 
ported high  grosses.  All  of  which 
proves  you  can’t  beat  that  Beebe 
boy,  Bing.  So,  Sing  You  Sinners, 
for  Bing’s  in  the  groove  again. 
All  of  which  also  reminds  us  to  tell 
you  you  can  pretty  nearly  count 
on  getting  that  sequel  to  “Sing  You 
Sinners”  next  fall.  Bing,  if  plans 
go  through  as  we  expect  them,  and 
the  Beebe  Family,  including,  of 
course.  Paramount’s  grand  star  dis- 
covery, Ellen  Drew,  will  be  pack- 
ing them  in  again  from  coast  to 
coast  before  the  next  football  sea- 
son gets  under  way. 

P.  S.:  Have  you  noticed  those  plugs 
Bing  has  been  giving  “Paris  Honey- 
moon” on  the  Kraft  Music  Hall? 
Great  advertising  for  you. 


Beachcomber  Business . . . 

New  York’s  Rivoli  Theatre  reports 
that  Paramount’s  “THE  BEACH- 
COMBER,” the  new  Mayflower 
picture,  produced  and  directed 
by  Erich  Pommer  and  starring 
Charles  Laughton  with  Elsa  Lan- 
chester,  rates  as  one  of  the  top  gross- 
ers  to  play  that  Broadway  theatre 
in  the  last  5 years.  When  you  realize 
those  top  grossers  include  “Dead 
End,”  “Dodsworth,”  “Room 
Service,”  “Hurricane,”  and  “These 
Three”  you  get  some  idea  of  the 
box  office  punch  this  picture  packs. 
More  than  that,  “The  Beachcomb- 
er” is  running  neck-and-neck  with 
the  top  three  in  this  group,  namely, 
“Dead  End,”  “Dodsworth”  and 
“Hurricane”  and  is  only  10%  be- 
low the  “Dead  End”  gross.  We’ll 
tell  you  more  later,  for  “The  Beach- 
comber” is  now  only  in  its  fourth 
week!  At  the  Sheridan  Theatre  in 
Miami,  “The  Beachcomber”  has 
equalled  the  terrific  grosses  of 
Paramount’s  “The  Buccaneer.” 


* St,  Luuis  Blues 

' V.-  .1 


Musical  Note ..  .“St.  Louis  Blues” 
musical  transcriptions  to  use  on 
your  local  radio  station  are  now 
ready  and  are  they  something! 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Maxine  Sullivan, 
the  Hall  Johnson  negro  chorus, 
Tito  Guizar  and  that  newest  of 
swing  band  sensations,  Matty 
Malneck  and  his  Orchestra  bring 
you  the  hit  numbers  from  “St.  Louis 
Blues”  on  one  platter.  Four  addi- 
tional records,  two  featuring 
Maxine  Sullivan,  one  featuring 
Matty  Malneck,  and  one  starring 
Dorothy  Lamour  are  available. 
Your  chance  to  get  plenty  of  that 
all-night  radio  time. 


NO  PACT  BEFORE  JUNE;  WILL  BE  RETROACTIVE 
ON  1939-40  DEALS  BY  CURRENT  CALCULATION 


Work  of  Simplification 
And  Clarification  Now 
Proceeding  Steadily 


Clause  14  Is  Dropped 

New  York — Here's  Clause  14  in  the  first  trade  practice  draft  which  has  been 
dropped  by  distributors  in  their  second  negotiations  with  exhibitor  committees  here 
and  in  Washington: 

"The  practice  of  rendering  to  a distributor  false  reports  of  the  boxoffice  receipts 
in  respect  of  the  exhibition  of  pictures  the  film  rental  for  which  is  based  in  whole 
or  in  part  upon  a percentage  of  such  receipts  is  condemned  by  exhibitors  as  well 
as  by  distributors  as  a practice  which  not  only  results  in  loss  of  earned  revenue  to 
the  distributors,  but  is  also  unfair  and  detrimental  to  the  business  of  honest  exhibi- 
tors. Exhibitors  will  endeavor  to  discourage  and  eliminate  the  practice." 

Many  exhibitor  units  urged  its  elimination  shortly  after  the  first  draft  appeared. 
A prominent  major  company  attorney,  explaining  the  reason  for  its  insertion,  told 
BOXOFFICE  "it  always  happens  that  in  legislating  for  a few  the  legislation  applies 
to  all." 

It  is  also  pointed  out  the  clause  was  the  only  one  in  which  exhibitors  were 
asked  to  do  something  for  distributors  in  a draft  which  now  has  distributors  making 
all  the  concessions  and  exhibitors  doing  nothing  in  the  program  of  self-regulation. 


New  York — According  to  current  calcu- 
lations, the  trade  practice  agreement  in 
its  final  form  will  not  be  completed  before 
Jime,  possibly  in  late  May. 

Boxoffice  understands  its  provisions 
will  be  retroactive  as  it  pertains  to  con- 
tracts signed  for  1939-40  service,  thereby 
indicating  anew  that  distributors,  who  had 
included  the  1939-40  season  as  the  effec- 
tive date,  no  doubt  will  emerge  victors  on 
this  score. 

In  the  meantime,  work  continues  on  sim- 
plification, clarification  and  alteration. 
Clause  14,  Uext  above)  has  been  dis- 
carded. but  changes  in  the  phraseology  of 
all  other  paragraphs  are  being  under- 
taken, it  is  reliably  understood.  Some  of 
these  changes  already  have  been  made 
and  have  been  scanned  by  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
chairman  of  the  distributors’  negotiating 
committee,  and  lawyers  for  the  companies. 
However,  the  intent  is  confidently  expected 
to  remain  the  same  although  couched  in 
different  language. 

One  of  the  most  important  changes  ap- 
plies to  the  first  clause.  Exhibitors  con- 
tended that,  as  written,  they  could  not 
enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  cancellation. 
They  held  that,  where  an  exhibitor  ex- 
hausted his  lowest  group  eliminations  and 
had  the  option  to  cancel  one  picture  in  a 
higher  bracket  but  declined,  he  could  not 
take  advantage  of  dropping  one  picture. 
Distributors  agreed  he  can  now  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  privilege  if  the  same  con- 
dition exists,  by  canceling  a picture  from 
the  next  lowest  bracket. 

Clause  Four  Cleared  Up 

Clause  4 also  has  been  cleared  up.  Tlris 
pertains  to  preferred  playing  time.  When 
an  exhibitor  plays  a picture  without  a 
guarantee,  the  distributor  has  the  right 
to  select  the  dates.  But  when  a guarantee 
is  agreed  upon,  the  theatre  owner  has  the 
option  of  booking  as  he  pleases. 

Paragraphs  “A”  and  "B’’  in  Clause  5 
also  have  been  changed  slightly  without 
alteration  of  meaning. 

Score  charges  will  be  included  in  the 
cost  of  flat  film  rentals,  but  eliminated  on 
percentage  pictures  on  the  ground  that 
both  distributor  and  exhibitor  are  partners. 

The  clause  on  non-theatrical  competi- 
tion was  not  touched  upon  to  any  extent. 
It  was  discussed  but  no  action  taken  be- 
cause, it  is  held,  it  might  bring  up  the 
question  of  restraint  of  trade. 

Clause  10,  which  deals  with  form  of 
license  agreement  also  brought  up  the 
angle  of  trade  restraint.  Distributors  will 
individually  make  every  attempt  to  sim- 
plify their  contracts,  now  held  to  be  too 
legal  to  be  understood  clearly. 

On  Clause  12,  a change  has  been  made 
(Continued  on  page  18) 


Support  If  Pact 
"Hews  to  Line" 

Richmond — If  the  interpretations  of  the 
various  clauses  in  the  trade  practice  draft 
outlined  by  distributors  at  their  meeting 
with  independent  exhibitor  groups  in  New 
York  are  carried  out  to  the  letter  in  writ- 
ing, the  MPTO  of  Virginia  at  its  February 
6 meeting  in  Washington  will  undoubted- 
ly accept  the  program,  according  to  an 
executive  member  of  the  organization. 

However,  no  member  of  the  unit  will  go 
for  the  arbitration  clause  unless  repre- 
sentation is  evenly  split  and  rulings  are 
binding  on  aU  parties.  Some  members  of 
the  organization  are  willing  to  devote  the 
time  and  money  to  further  arbitration  if 
set  up  right,  they  contend. 


"The  Life  of  the 
Industry" 

New  York — "This  Constitution,  this 
Bill  of  Rights,  is  the  life  of  the  indus- 
try. It  means  too  much  to  expect  law- 
yers to  sit  down  and  draft  a memo- 
randum which  should  be  perfect  at  the 
first  try."  So  declares  one  majors'  law- 
yer in  answer  to  charges  that  attorneys 
had  grafted  their  own  meaning  to  un- 
derstandings reached  orally  between 
distributor  and  exhibitor  negotiators. 
The  reference  is  to  the  original  trade 
practice  draft. 

This  spokesman,  probably  represen- 
tative of  all  the  lawyers  involved,  adds 
the  text  was  first  prepared  as  the  at- 
torneys understood  the  points  involved. 
He  agrees  simplification  and  clarifica- 
tion are  required  and  states  this  is  be- 
ing done.  “Clauses  are  being  tightened 
and  meaningless  and  undesirable 
words  eliminated,"  he  observes. 


Carries  Favorable 
Report  on  Draft 

Los  Angeles — A.  A.  Galston,  president 
of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona,  re- 
turned from  the  east  Tuesday  and  said 
he  will  submit  a favorable  report  on  the 
trade  practice  meetings  held  last  week  in 
New  York  between  independent  exhibitor 
groups  and  distributors.  A meeting  was 
held  Friday,  but  no  definite  action  taken 
until  a second  written  draft  is  submitted. 

“The  results  obtained  from  the  final 
conferences  in  New  York  are  very  satis- 
factory,” he  told  Boxoffice.  He  added  he 
did  not  expect  to  go  back  east  for  further 
talks  on  the  draft.  R.  H.  Poole,  general 
manager  of  the  local  independent  ex- 
hibitor organization,  accompanied  Gals- 
ton. 


Sees  "Permanent  Good" 

As  Result  of  Parley 

Los  Angeles — “From  our  recent  discus- 
sions with  national  sales  executives,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  a great  deal 
of  permanent  good  will  result  from  the 
final  trade  practice  conferences,”  the  lat- 
est bulletin  of  the  ITO  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  states. 

“We  believe  that  the  coming  year  will 
afford  us  more  opportunity  for  greater 
benefits  than  ever  before  in  our  15  years’ 
existence.  TTiis  is  possible  because  of  the 
intelligent  deliberations  of  a fine  board  of 
directors  and  the  complete  confidence  and 
harmony  between  the  board  and  officers.” 

'The  bulletin  is  signed  by  A.  A.  Galston, 
president,  who  gives  praise  to  R.  H.  Poole, 
general  manager,  for  his  assistance  at  the 
meetings  in  New  York.  Both  men  returned 
from  the  east  Tuesday  expressing  gratifi- 
cation at  the  results  of  the  eastern  ses- 
sions. 
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MAY  TAKE  CHANCE  ON  COMPESORY  FORM  OF 
ARRITRATION;  ISSUE  IS  GETTING  REFOGGED 


Fear  of  Non-Participant 
"Third  Party"  Suits  Is 
Negotiators'  Worry 

New  York — “Distributors  are  willing  to 
take  a chance  on  compulsory  ai’bitration 
if  there  is  any  hope,  after  a thorough 
checkup,  of  the  department  of  justice 
sanctioning  such  procedure,”  a prominent 
attorney  identified  importantly  with  a 
major  company,  tells  Boxoffice.  This  law- 
yer has  not  heard  the  arguments  presented 
by  Milton  C.  Weisman,  counsel  for  the 
ITOA  of  New  York  and  reported  else- 
where in  this  edition,  at  the  recent  dis- 
tributor-exhibitor conferences  on  the  re- 
vision of  the  first  draft’s  language.  How- 
ever, he  is  expected  to  consult  with  Weis- 
man before  long  and  then  report  to  his 
superiors  on  the  views  outlined  and  his 
personal  opinion. 

Arbitration,  in  some  form,  has  been  ad- 
vocated by  the  three  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions which  have  been  negotiating  with 
the  distributors’  committees  in  New  York, 
Washington  and  Chicago.  The  majority 
of  the  film  companies  have  been  favorably 
inclined  toward  arbitration  as  a system  of 
correcting  abuses  within  the  industry,  but 
how  to  do  it  in  view  of  a previous  setback 
by  the  supreme  court  has  been  the  prob- 
lem. And  still  is. 

Tliere  appears  to  be  a definite  leaning 
toward  a voluntary  form,  perhaps  extend- 
ing itself  to  the  enforced  type  provided 
the  essential  groups  in  the  trade  practice 
negotiations  can  get  together  on  this  point. 

As  matters  stand  at  the  moment,  an  at- 
torney, close  to  the  negotiations,  states 
there  will  be  arbitration  for  those  agree- 
able to  this  sort  of  procedure  and  concilia- 

Not  Clear  on 
Legal  Status 

New  York — Exactly  where  dees  the  in- 
dustry stand  on  enforced  arbitration  and 
what  exactly  does  the  U.  S.  supreme 
court  decision  in  the  Paramount  Lasky 
vs.  the  United  States  case  cover? 

Tliere  is  confusion  in  a number  of  di- 
rections on  this  point.  One  approach, 
emphasized  currently  by  Milton  C.  Weis- 
man, attorney  for  the  ITOA  of  New  York, 
believes  compulsory  arbitration  has  never 
been  ruled  off  by  the  courts.  Another, 
generally  accepted  throughout  the  indus- 
try, maintains  the  supreme  couid  long 
since  closed  the  issue. 

Growing  in  its  proportions,  however,  is 
an  impression  that  the  language  of  that 
decision  is  technical  to  a degree  where 
various  interpretations,  argued  out  le- 
( Continued  on  page  16) 


tion  for  those  who  do  not  want,  or  believe 
in.  arbitration.  Just  how  arbitration  and 
conciliation  will  be  set  up  in  various  key 
centers  has  not  been  definitely  determined 
and  it  appears,  according  to  distributir 
counsel,  no  concrete  plan  will  be  developed 
for  months. 

Many  ideas  have  been  suggested  and  the 
most  likely  one  to  be  adopted  calls  for 
boards  of  two  exhibitors,  two  distributors 
and  an  impartial  observer  to  vote  in  case 
of  a tie.  This  idea  prevailed  in  NRA  days. 

It  has  been  further  suggested  local  or- 
ganizations set  up  panels  representing 
their  own  members.  Where  an  MPTOA 
unit  is  established,  a panel  will  be  made 
up  of  its  own  men.  The  same  applies  to 
independent  associations.  Distributors  will 
have  their  own  selections  to  draw  from. 
Each  man  may  be  represented  by  his  own 
organization  or  by  men  of  his  own  choos- 
ing and  each  party  to  an  action  vidll  have 
an  equal  representation  on  the  local  board. 

Although  some  exhibitor  organizations 
are  against  establishment  of  local  boards 
in  a desire  to  avoid  expense,  a suggestion 
has  been  made  to  have  complaints  aired 
at  exchange  quarters  in  key  cities  or  in 
the  offices  of  local  exhibitor  units.  How- 
ever, the  MPTOA  wants  the  boards  defi- 
nitely set  up  in  each  key  center  with  a 
secretary  on  hand  for  transcribing  cases. 

A theatre  owner  with  a grievance 
against  another  exhibitor  or  exchange 
could  present  his  complaint  by  mail  if  he 
finds  it  too  expensive  to  travel  or  engage 
legal  counsel.  This  practice  also  obtained 
in  the  NRA  days. 

No  “Clearing  House”  Wanted 

Panels  of  four,  six,  eight,  ten  and  12 
have  been  suggested  for  local  organiza- 
tions and  the  indications  are  this  will  be 
left  up  to  the  organizations  themselves. 

However,  there  is  a definite  sentiment 
on  part  of  the  small  exhibitor  not  to  have 
local  boards  act  as  agencies  to  foUow 
through  on  decisions  involving  collections. 
There  also  is  a decided  resentment  by 
local  exhibitors  against  tactics  employed 
by  the  New  York  Film  Board  of  Trade, 
which  issues  summonses  to  delinquent 
theatre  owners  and  also  acts  as  a clearing 
house  for  payment  on  defaults  and  deci- 
sions. 

One  great  problem  on  arbitration  is 
the  fear  of  suits  being  filed  by  exhibitors 
affected  by  decisions  and  yet  not  parties 
to  the  action.  However,  counsel  for  dis- 
tributors contend  that  where  a third  party 
inadvertently  becomes  involved  he  does 
not  have  to  observe  the  ruling.  While  the 
idea  is  one  to  be  cleared  up,  the  rules  for 
arbitration,  it  is  intimated,  will  not  per- 
mit the  board  to  hand  down  decisions  af- 
fecting third  parties  unless  the  party  of 
the  third  part  voluntarily  agrees  to  abide 
by  the  determination. 

Another  angle  is  what  to  do  about  the 
exhibitor  who  has  not  signed  the  arbitra- 
tion clause  and  finds  himself  a party  to  a 
complaint  brought  by  a theatre  owner  who 


MPTOA  and  Independent 
Groups  Are  Optimistic 
Over  New  Confabs 

has.  In  this  case,  the  indication  is,  means 
of  settling  disputes  will  be  through  con- 
ciliation. But,  then  again,  the  exhibitor 
must  agree  to  sign  a conciliation  pledge 
and  cannot  be  compelled  to  do  it. 

All  impartial  observers  are  to  be  paid  for 
their  services.  All  local  organizations  will 
be  in  agreement  on  the  odd  man,  an  out- 
sider, so  that  there  is  no  question  as  to 
his  sincerity. 

There  are  some  exhibitors  who  believe  it 
will  be  beneficial  to  have  additional  boards 
set  up  in  intermediate  cities  between  key 
centers.  This  suggestion,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, wiU  not  materialize. 

Both  the  MPTOA  and  independent  ex- 
hibitor organizations  feel  something  ma- 
terial will  come  out  of  the  conferences  of 
the  last  week.  They  likewise  agree  that 
for  the  first  time  the  exhibitor  is  to  get 
something  he  has  been  seeking  for  years. 

There  is  a difference  of  opinion  as  to 
future  meetings  with  distributors.  Some 
independent  groups  are  convinced  the  re- 
cent meetings  are  final,  while  the  MPTOA 
is  under  the  impression  another  gathering 
of  the  exhibitor  clan  will  be  necessary  be- 
fore a final  draft  is  ratified  and  sent  to 
Washington  for  “acceptance”  by  the  de- 
partment of  justice. 

There  are  doubts  in  some  quarters 
whether  the  department  will  render  an 
opinion  on  the  trade  practice  draft,  but,  in 
any  event,  distributors  are  determined  to 
“take  a chance”  on  putting  into  force  a 
program  they  view  as  constructive  to  the 
interests  of  all  and  free  of  selfish  designs. 

Not  Outlawed, 
Says  Weisman 

New  York — Milton  C.  Weisman  of  Weis- 
man, Celler,  Quinn,  Allan  & Scott,  attor- 
neys for  ITOA  of  New  York,  is  reported 
to  have  told  the  distributors’  negotiating 
committee  it  was  his  opinion  compulsory 
arbitration  has  not  been  outlawed  by  the 
courts.  I.  Levinson,  attorney  for  Warner, 
is  said  to  have  argued  that  the  supreme 
court  banned  it  in  the  U.  S.  vs.  Paramount 
Lasky  case. 

Weisman  is  attorney  for  the  Fashion 
Guild,  an  organization  composed  of  dress 
manufacturers,  and  is  understood  to  have 
recently  won  a decision  from  the  supreme 
court  after  Filene’s,  department  store  in 
Boston,  appealed  to  enjoin  the  arbitration 
board  from  allegedly  boycotting  the  store. 
The  suit,  it  is  said,  involved  copying  of 
dress  designs. 

(Continued  on  page  16) 
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JAMES 

-The  thrill  of  the  industry! 

BEATS  ''ALEXANDER’S"  biggest  day  at  N.  Y.  Roxy  by 
$38 — for  new  ali>tinie  record! 

THREE  TICKETS  PER  SECOND  sold  on  Sunday  (or 
5800  in  34  minutes) — new  record! 

FIRST  FOUR  DAYS  played  to  104,317  people! 

MONDAY  AFTER  OPENING  equals  opening  day! 

TUESDAY  BIGGER  than  smash  Monday! 

HELD  OVER  i-n-d-e-f-i-n-i-t-e-l-y! 


THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


ALLIED  NOT  SATISFIED  WITH  SECOND  DRAFT 
DDT  CONTENDS  EVERYTHING  'UNDER  CONTROL' 


No  Letup  in  Program 
Of  Legislation  on 
Allied  Calendar 

Washington — Although  AlUed’s  board,  in 
convention  here,  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
language  of  the  distributors’  second  trade 
practice  draft  “everything  is  under  con- 
trol,” both  Nathan  Yamins  and  William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  of  M-G-M, 
told  Boxoffice.  Yamins  first  made  the 
statement  to  his  publication  and  later, 
before  leaving  for  Hollywood,  Fla.,  Rodgers 
repeated  the  identical  words. 

Rodgers  attended  the  first  board  session 
with  A.  Montague,  general  sales  head  of 
Columbia,  and  a member  of  the  distribu- 
tors’ negotiating  committee,  and  discussed 
the  draft  generally,  cited  the  benefits  and 
concluded  with  the  statement  that  he 
hoped  Allied  would  adopt  it.  Later,  when 
Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  chairman  of  Allied’s 
negotiating  group,  sent  over  a copy  of  the 
resolution  for  his  inspection,  the  M-G-M 
sales  manager  asserted,  “It  speaks  for  it- 
self. It  is  very  encouraging  and  the  only 
thing  to  be  negotiated  is  the  language.” 

Meet  Again  Next  Month 

Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  for 
Allied,  has  been  invited  to  sit  down  with 
distributors’  attorneys  in  an  effort  to  clear 
up  the  language,  but  no  such  meeting  will 
take  place  until  after  Rodgers  returns  from 
Florida  in  about  three  weeks.  He  also  will 
sit  in  with  the  lawyers.  In  his  speech, 
which  lasted  about  20  minutes,  Rodgers 
thanked  the  Allied  committee  for  trying 
to  bring  about  a harmonious  condition 
in  the  business. 

From  the  start  of  its  negotiations.  Al- 
lied has  insisted  it  will  go  ahead  with  its 
legislative  program.  With  the  exception 
of  the  vague  report  on  arbitration.  Allied 
does  not  object  to  any  provisions  of  the 
second  draft,  but  the  verbiage  employed 
does  not  meet  with  its  approval. 

Arbitration  “In  Mill” 

Distributors  have  informed  Allied  a sys- 
tem of  arbitration  is  now  being  worked 
out.  Allied  expected  the  plan  to  be  ready 
and  was  disappointed  when  the  vague  re- 
port was  issued  by  its  committee. 

Accompanied  by  Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  M- 
G-M  counsel,  and  I.  Levinson,  lawyer  for 
Warner,  Rodgers,  Montague  and  Gradwell 
L.  Sears  spent  five  hours  or  more  with 
the  Allied  committee  of  Cole,  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Nathan  Yamins,  Ray  Branch,  Sid- 
ney Samuelson  and  A1  Steffes  with  Her- 
man Blum  of  Baltimore  and  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg of  Pittsburgh  as  alternates.  The 
Allied  committee  then  went  into  session 
by  itself  for  more  than  three  hours. 

Distributors,  it  is  stated,  because  of  Al- 
lied’s intentions  to  go  through  with  its 
legislative  program  are  not  vitally  con- 


Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  longtime  head  of  the 
Texas  Allied  unit,  who  was  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  nation- 
al associati07i  at  the  annual  board 
meeting  this  week  in  Washington. 


cerned  whether  the  national  exhibitor  or- 
ganization puts  its  stamp  of  approval  on 
the  final  draft.  When  every  effort  to  get 
a formula  of  self-regulation  meets  with 
the  satisfaction  of  a majority  of  theatre 
interests,  the  distributors  will  present  it 
as  an  industry  matter  and  Allied  and  its 
sundry  members  can  take  it  or  leave  it, 
it  is  reported. 

But,  however,  every  means  will  be  ex- 
hausted to  satisfy  Allied.  The  member- 
ship, or  at  least  some  of  them,  believe 
it  will  take  many  months  before  a final 
trade  practice  draft  will  be  offered.  Not- 
withstanding, it  will  be  made  retroactive 
to  the  date  of  signed  contracts  for  the 
new  season. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  two-day 
sessions  were  Lee  Newbury,  Sidney  Sam- 
uelson, George  Gold  and  Harry  Kridel, 
New  Jersey;  Harry  G.  Kosch  and  Mitchell 
Conery,  New  York;  Herman  Blum,  Lorenz 
Garman,  Oscar  Coblentz,  Maryland;  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  Texas;  I.  R.  Holycross,  H.  Mar- 
kum,  Morris  Rubin,  Indiana;  Martin  G. 
Smith,  W.  C.  Chesborough,  Ray  Wallace, 
J.  W.  Trunk,  Ohio;  Nathan  Yamins,  Max 
Levinson,  Arthur  K.  Howard,  New  Eng- 
land; Ray  Branch,  Michigan;  Maurice 
Shulman,  Connecticut;  B.  Friedman,  S. 
Volk,  Bennie  Berger,  A1  Steffes,  Minnesota; 
M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Fred  Herrington,  west- 
ern Pennsylvania;  Ed  Maertz,  A.  Berk- 
holtz,  TsIL&x  Krofta,  Wisconsin;  Charles 
Olive,  J.  R.  Hizer,  R.  Gingell,  Ben  Tend- 
ler,  Washington;  Morris  Wax,  David  Mil- 
gram,  H.  Fried,  E.  B.  Gregory,  R.  Schwartz, 
M.  Felt  and  D.  Yaffe,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Harry  A.  Cole  Is 
President  and  Myers 
Renamed  Counsel 

Washington — Retiring  from  the  presi- 
dency of  Allied  after  three  years,  Nathan 
Yamins  of  Pall  River,  Mass.,  is  succeed- 
ed by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  of  Dallas,  head  of 
the  Texas  affiliate,  who  was  unanimously 
elected  at  the  closing  day  of  the  annual 
board  sessions  here. 

Cole,  who  told  the  board  members  he 
would  like  to  see  someone  else  selected 
because  of  the  distance  from  the  local 
scene,  will  continue  to  make  his  head- 
quarters in  Dallas.  He  said  he  had  made 
11  trips  east  in  the  past  two  years. 

Abram  P.  Myers  continues  as  counsel 
and  chairman  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee. P.  J.  Wood,  Columbus,  Ohio,  replaces 
Arthur  Howard  of  Boston  as  recording 
secretary.  Herman  Blum,  Baltimore,  who 
will  continue  as  treasurer,  turns  over  the 
secretaryship  to  Charles  Olive,  Washing- 
ton. 

The  executive  committee  is  composed  of 
Cole,  Yamins,  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Minne- 
apolis, Sidney  Samuelson  of  New  Jersey 
and  Martin  G.  Smith  of  Columbus. 

To  “Keep  Moving” 

Cole  declared  that  Allied’s  policy  is  to 
keep  moving  along  its  established  lines 
without  ceasing  its  legislative  activity,  add- 
ing that  the  organization  is  committed  to 
the  Neely  anti-block  booking  bill  and  fur- 
therance of  the  government’s  anti-trust 
suit  against  integrated  theatre  circuits. 

Commenting  on  the  trade  practice  re- 
vision proposal  submitted  by  major  dis- 
tributors, Cole  said  that  Myers  probably 
will  rewrite  the  draft  alone  and  then  sub- 
mit it  to  distributor  attorneys  instead  of 
sitting  down  with  the  attorneys  first. 
“When  they  (Myers  and  the  attorneys) 
get  through  with  the  draft  it  will  be  in 
understandable  language,”  he  said. 

“I  am  honored,  of  course,”  Cole  said 
regarding  his  new  office,  “and  feel  fine 
about  my  election.”  He  has  been  vice- 
president  of  the  national  association  since 
its  formation,  and  has  headed  the  Texas 
unit  for  many  years.  He  left  Thursday 
for  New  York  to  visit  a few  days  before 
returning  home. 

Two  Units  Accepted 

The  newly  formed  New  York  and  east- 
ern Pennsylvania  units  were  admitted  to 
the  national  organization,  and  financial 
and  budget  matters  wound  up  the  sessions. 

The  last  resolution  adopted  protested 
the  negotiation  by  Warner  of  a five-year 
lease  on  the  Fox  Theatre,  Philadelphia,  for 
which  George  Graves  and  William  Gold- 
man, independents,  were  bidding.  The  cur- 
rent Warner  lease  on  the  house  expires 
in  August. 
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Clarifies  Block 
Booking  Stand 


Washington — “Allied  exhibitors  in  Pitts- 
burgh do  not  want  the  elimination  of 
block  booking  entirely,  but  seek  to  drive 
out  compulsory  blcck  booking,”  according 
to  Fred  Herrington,  business  manager  of 
the  MPTO  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Her- 
rington argues  that  an  exhibitor  should  be 
given  the  right  to  buy  one,  10  or  20  pic- 
tures, as  many  as  he  needs,  without  being 
obligated  to  take  any  company’s  entire 
program. 

The  next  boai'd  meeting  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Allied  imit  is  slated  for  the  first 
Friday  next  month,  at  which  time  devel- 
opments of  the  trade  practice  meetings 
here  and  the  national  convention  will  be 
discussed.  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president,  has 
been  sitting  in  with  the  negotiating  com- 
mittees as  one  of  the  two  alternates,  Her- 
man Blum  of  Baltimore  being  the  second. 


Yamins  Again  Slated 
For  N.  E,  Allied  Helm 

Boston — Nathan  Yamins  is  expected  to 
be  re-elected  president  of  the  Independent 
Exhibitors  of  New  England.  January  28 
at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  here. 
There  will  be  a discussion  of  the  trade 
practice  meetings  and  developments  of  the 
two-day  national  board  meeting  in  Wash- 
ington. 

Max  Levinson  attended  the  Capitol  ses- 
sion with  Yamins. 

Northwest  Allied  Will 
Meet  in  Late  Spring 

Washington — The  annual  convention  of 
the  northwest  Allied  unit  will  be  held  in 
Minneapolis  late  in  May  or  early  in  Jirne, 
it  was  revealed  at  the  national  board  mee  - 
ing  here. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of  northwest 
Allied,  and  Judge  J.  P.  Devaney,  counsel, 
left  Wednesday  for  New  York  with  Ben- 
nie Berger,  northwest  independent  chain 
operator,  for  New  York.  Jack  Kirsch,  presi- 
dent of  the  Illinois  unit,  and  E.  Brun- 
nell  of  Chicago,  accompanied  them  and 
will  shortly  leave  New  York  for  Miami. 


Calls  Connecticut  Unit 
For  Concessions  Parley 

New  Haven — Maurice  Shulman,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  Connecticut,  has  called 
a session  of  his  unit  February  3 for  a dis- 
cussion of  the  trade  practices  and  to  make 
a decision  on  what  to  do.  Shulman  was 
in  Washington  four  days  for  the  board 
meeting  of  national  Allied  and  to  visit 
his  brother. 


Ohio  Allied  Plans 
Early  Meeting 

Columbus — Directors  of  the  ITO  of  Ohio 
meet  here  in  a few  days  to  reconsider 
trade  practices  as  discussed  in  Washing- 
ton. Pete  Wood,  William  Chesborough  and 
Martin  G.  Smith  returned  late  in  the  week 
from  the  two-day  board  session. 


Denies  Percentage 
Club  Report 

Washington — Reports  Allied  negotia- 
tors were  asking  distributors  to  elimi- 
nate percentage  pictures  for  all  small 
towns  and  subsequent  runs  in  key 
cities  were  vehemently  denied  by  Na- 
than Yamins,  president  of  the  exhibi- 
tor organization.  Yamins  told  BOX- 
OFFICE  that  at  no  time  since  the  ne- 
gotiations started  back  in  September 
has  the  matter  been  discussed.  He 
said  that  would  be  like  telling  the  dis- 
tributor how  much  to  charge  for  pic- 
tures and  "Allied  is  not  trying  to  fix 
rentals.” 

Quiz  Announcement 
Date  Februarg  20 

New  York — The  general  committee  has 
set  February  20  as  a gigantic  National 
Announcement  Night  for  winners  of  the 
$250,000  Movie  Quiz  contest.  On  that 
evening  5,404  national  and  local  prizes 
will  be  awarded. 

In  order  that  all  theatres  participating 
in  the  contest,  where  pledges  are  paid  in 
full,  may  receive  the  highest  possible 
benefits  of  increased  receipts  on  the 
award  night,  the  names  of  winners  will 
not  be  divulged  to  managers  until  8 p.  m. 
By  maintaining  the  fullest  secrecy  it  is 
hoped  all  contestants  will  be  on  hand  to 
learn  if  they  are  among  the  winners.  In 
this  way  theatre  operators  throughout  the 
country  will  receive  the  information  at  the 
same  time  and  no  one  can  have  advance 
knowledge  to  the  disadvantage  of  another. 

The  five  nationally  known  judges  are 
expected  to  complete  their  task  of  ap- 
praising thousands  of  replies  by  February 
10. 

Meanwhile,  exhibitor  campaigns  in  the 
competition  for  $2,100  in  cash  prizes  are 
coming  in  to  the  general  committee.  The 
contest  for  the  best  theatre  campaigns  on 
the  drive  closes  January  31. 

There  will  be  three  sets  of  prizes  in 
each  of  three  classifications,  (1)  situa- 
tions of  100,000  population  or  over,  (2) 
.situations  of  15,000  to  100,000,  and  (3) 
situations  of  less  than  15,000.  The  prize 
in  each  classification  will  be,  first  prize, 
$500;  second,  $100;  third,  $50:  fourth  and 
fifth  prize,  $25.  Judges  are  Will  Hays, 
Martin  Quigley,  Jack  Alicoate,  Charles 
Lewis,  Jay  Emanuel,  A.  Mike  Vogel  and 
Red  Kann. 


Kuykendall  Denied  Talk 
Of  Allied-MPTOA  Meld 

Washington — Here  for  several  days 
meeting  up  with  old  friends  in  and  out 
of  the  political  scheme  of  things,  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall, president  of  the  MPTOA,  denies 
revived  reports  of  a possible  merger  be- 
tween his  unit  and  Allied. 

“Our  principles  are  entirely  different,” 
Kuykendall  told  Boxoffice,  “and  we  can 
never  get  together.”  There  has  been  talk 
of  consolidating  local  units  of  both  na- 


Three  Set  to  Solo 
If  Accord  Misses 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

OFFICE  last  week,  is  to  get  everyone  to 
sign  for  voluntary  arbitration.  The  prob- 
lem is  what  to  do  about  an  exhibitor  who 
has  not  signed  when  a complaint  is 
lodged  against  him  by  a theatre  owner  who 
has.  Then,  what  can  be  done  about  an 
exhibitor,  not  a party  to  the  action,  who 
may  be  affected  by  a decision  of  the  board? 
In  each  instance  there  is  no  legal  means 
of  enforcement.  Theatre  owners  are  as 
much  concerned  about  this  as  distributors. 
Distributors  are  determined  to  try  it  out, 
nevertheless. 

Clarification  of  the  cancellation  clause 
to  permit  full  elimination  privileges,  ac- 
cording to  distributors,  and  allow  exhibi- 
tors the  right  to  cancel  from  the  second 
lowest  bracket  after  the  first  has  been 
exhausted  is  in  line  with  the  original  in- 
tent. 

Some  distributors,  at  least  20th-Fox, 
M-G-M  and  Paramoimt,  are  reported  to 
be  willing  to  kick  out  the  clause,  elimi- 
nate block  booking  and  sell  individually. 
But  because  they  believe  the  practice  may 
work  a liardsliip  on  some  of  the  smaller 
major  distributors  nothing  will  be  done 
about  it. 

It  is  said  some  distributors  are  not  con- 
cerned over  the  20  per  cent  cancellation 
privilege  in  dual  feature  territories  be- 
cause theatre  owners  need  all  the  pic- 
tures they  can  get,  and  hence  there  will 
be  few  eliminations.  It  is  the  single  fea- 
tui’e  situations  where  this  may  react  un- 
favorably. Not  so  much  the  first  runs, 
which  usually  have  selective  contracts, 
but  in  theatres  where  one  feature  makes 
up  the  major  part  of  the  program. 

Although  the  lawyers  won’t  admit  it, 
one  or  two  negotiators  have  informed  ex- 
hibitors it  is  practically  impossible  to  get 
a draft  written  the  way  they  want  it.  Law- 
yers, it  is  said,  are  insisting  on  inserting 
technical  language  which  may  be  con- 
strued as  different  from  the  intent.  That 
there  have  been  disagreements  between 
sales  heads  and  attorneys  on  this  phase 
of  the  draft  is  admitted  in  some  dis- 
tributor quarters.  One  or  two  negotia- 
tors have  told  exhibitors  they  are  “fed 
up”  with  the  lawyers  and  unless  some- 
thing is  done  about  it  there  will  be  no 
trade  practice  program  in  writing  for  the 
industry. 

Another  draft  is  being  prepared,  and 
after  it  is  finished  anything  may  happen. 
If  it  isn’t  up  to  the  expectations  of  some 
of  the  negotiating  distributor  pereonnel, 
at  least  three  companies,  20th-Fox,  M-G-M 
and  Paramount  are  prepared  to  go  out 
and  offer  the  principles  originally  prom- 
ised without  a written  agreement. 


tional  organizations,  in  some  states,  but 
the  MPTOA  head  insists  where  his  or- 
ganization is  concerned  it  is  strongest  and 
there  is  no  need  to  combine. 

Kuykendall,  on  his  first  day  here,  jocu- 
larly told  friends  he  was  surprised  Allied 
hadn’t  invited  him  to  their  meetings. 
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Not  Clear  on 
Legal  Status 

(Continued  from  page  12) 
gaily,  might  follow.  So  far  as  the  record 
divulges  it,  no  attempt  has  ever  been  made 
to  do  this. 

Because  the  doubt  exists,  major  dis- 
tributors are  displaying  interest  in  tak- 
ing a chance  on  enforced  arbitration  if 
a careful  checkup  indicates  at  all  that 
such  a system  might  prove  workable  le- 
gally. However,  other  elements  enter  the 
situation.  Of  moment  is  the  develop- 
ment of  a plan  whereby  arbitration,  no 
matter  of  what  type,  can  be  made  to 
stick.  It  is  pointed  out  one  great  diffi- 
culty is  the  need  to  secure  the  consent 
of  all  parties  involved  and,  on  that  score, 
past  history  is  replete  with  failure. 

Even  in  those  instances  where  all  neces- 
sary willingness  is  lined  up,  nobody  seems 
to  be  aware  of  a method  by  which  ar- 
bitration awards  can  be  made  collectible 
without  frequently  entering  upon  costs  in 
the  form  of  traveling  expenses  and  fees 
for  lawyers  which  would  outdistance  the 
total  of  the  sum  of  the  award.  In  cities 
like  New  York  where  so  many  theatres 
are  concentrated  in  the  one  area,  it  is 
admitted  no  such  outstanding  difficulty 
exists.  However,  in  other  areas  where  an 
exhibitor  involved  may  be  functioning  sev- 
eral hundred  miles  from  his  exchange 
center,  past  experience  reveals  two  cir- 
cumstanees : 

1.  The  operator  either  ignores  the 
award  and  awaits  its  ultimate  collection 
tlu’ough  his  local  district  court  either  in 
the  form  of  a judgment  or  an  attach- 
ment on  attachable  property,  or 

2.  The  exchange  ships  out  an  attor- 
ney to  embark  on  the  due  processes  of 
the  law  at  an  aggregate  expense  which 
in  practically  every  instance  does  not 
wari’ant  the  effort  in  dollar  return. 

The  American  Arbitration  Association, 
through  Walter  J.  Derenberg  of  its  legal 
research  department,  in  discussing  arbi- 
tration clauses  in  the  film  industiT,  refers 
to  the  Paramount  Lasky  vs.  the  United 
States  case,  282  U.  S.  30,  51  S.  Ct.  42,  1930. 

“This  is  the  only  case  involving  what 
you  (Boxoffice)  call  compulsory  arbi- 
tration which  has  ever  reached  the  U.  S. 
supreme  court,”  Derenberg  states.  “It 
is  true  that  in  this  case  the  arbitration 
clause  was  held  invalid  on  the  ground  that 
in  effect  it  amounted  to  an  unlawful  re- 
straint of  trade.  The  supreme  court  ap- 
proved of  the  decision  of  the  lower  court 
which  had  held  as  follows: 

By  agreement  of  these  distributors, 
exhibitors  who  were  not  represented 
in  the  adoption  of  the  imiform  con- 
tracts have  been  constrained  to  accept 
their  terms  regardless  of  their  wishes, 
and  by  the  compulsory  system  of  ar- 
bitration, sanctioned  and  enforced  by 
the  collective  action  of  the  distribu- 
tors, have  been  constrained  to  per- 
form the  contractual  obligations  thus 
assumed.  In  fairness,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  the  restraint  imposed  upon  these 
exhibitors  is  voluntary  because  they 
accept  and  agree  to  be  bound  by  the 
contracts.  They  can  have  none  other. 


NOTES  TO  YOU 


(Continued  from  page  6) 
nificent  examples  of  Italian  produc- 
tion, hove  already  been  announced 
throughout  our  country  and  they  will 
be  followed  by  others,  very  import- 
ant, coming  to  us  from  Germany. 

Describing  "Idiot's  Delight"  as  a 
"Jewish  play  . . . showing  Italy  dur- 
ing the  time  when  sanctions  were 
applied  by  several  countries  with 
such  unjust  severity,"  the  paper 
adds: 

Clark  Gable  and  Norma  Shearer 
are  two  artists  who  must  be  put  on 
the  blacklist  as  undesirables  in  those 
countries,  today  increasing  in  his- 
torical stature.  These  two  undesir- 
ables should  not  be  allowed  in  Italy, 
Germany,  Spain,  Japan  nor  in  any  of 
those  countries  who  are  today  march- 
ing on  the  road  to  magnificent  na- 
tional health.  Not  only  should  their 
persons  be  barred  but  also  their  per- 
fidious and  very  efficacious  shadows, 
which  glide,  like  thieves  in  the  night, 
across  the  screen.” 

Films,  if  has  been  argued,  should 
remain  strictly  entertainment.  Poli- 
tics has  no  place  in  this  industry. 
But  when  politics  forces  a place  for 
itself,  then  what? 

Maybe  they  have  an  answer  over 
at  Metro. 


because  the  defendants  have  agreed 
that  they  shall  not;  and,  unless  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  acceptance 
of  all  they  can  get  is  shown,  they 
must  be  said  to  have  acted  under  an 
involuntary  restraint,  imposed  and 
continued  by  the  defendants  to  the 
end  that  the  contracts  shall  be  signed 
and  the  terms  obeyed.  That  such 
coercive  restraint  upon  the  commercial 
freedom  of  an  exhibitor,  who  was 
neither  represented  nor  consulted  with 
reference  to  the  agreement  to  adopt 
the  standard  form  of  contract,  is  un- 
due and  unreasonable,  both  at  com- 
mon law  and  under  the  Sherman  act, 

I cannot  doubt.  Gains  resulting  from 
such  restraints  to  the  industry  as  a 
whole  do  not  in  the  eyes  of  the 
statute  justify  the  vicarious  sacrifice 
of  the  individual,  even  for  the  sake  of 
bigger  and  better  business.  A state 
legislature  could  not  lawfully  impose 
compulsory  arbitration  under  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  (Wolff  vs.  Indus- 
trial Court,  262  U.  S.  522).  Much  less 
should  it  be  within  the  power  of  a 
combination  of  practically  all  the  dis- 
tributors to  do  so  by  coercion  exer- 
cised through  control  of  the  avail- 
able supply  of  films. 

To  this,  Derenberg  adds: 

“It  would  seem  to  follow  from  this 
statement  that  the  only  case  in  which 
the  arbitration  clause  woidd  not  be  en- 
forced would  be  one  where  the  exhibi- 
tors would  actually  have  no  choice  at  all. 
Either  they  sign  the  contract  with  the 
arbitration  clause  or  they  won’t  be  able 
to  sign  any  contract  at  aU.  As  long  as 
it  is  possible  and  permissible  for  them  to 


Not  Outlawed, 
Weisman  Says 

(Continued  from  page  12) 

Levinson,  during  the  NBA  days,  was 
active  on  the  code  boards  when  his  com- 
pany was  concerned  with  local  cases.  He 
often  sat  in  on  appeal  hearings  before 
Campi  and  is  regarded  as  well  versed  in 
arbitration  proceedings. 

Because  of  the  moot  issue,  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  meeting  with  the  dis- 
tributors’ committee,  are  said  to  have 
asked  Weisman  to  give  his  views  on  arbi- 
tration. He  is  further  reported  saying  that 
not  only  is  compulsory  arbitration  not 
outlawed,  but  the  contrary  is  true. 

He  is  also  understood  to  have  held  that 
in  the  U.  S.  vs.  Paramount  Lasky  case  the 
supreme  court  ruled  arbitration  was  not 
an  agreement  arrived  at  between  buyer 
and  seller  to  alleviate  a restraint,  but  on 
the  contrary  the  court  found  the  use  of 
arbitration  created  a restraint  of  trade: 
and  that  the  use  of  the  contract  was 
neither  normal  nor  reasonable. 

Since  this  decision,  Weisman  is  further 
reported  to  have  told  the  distributors  and 
exhibitors,  the  supreme  court  in  the  Ap- 
palachian Coals,  Inc.,  in  the  Sugar  Insti- 
tute case  and  the  Pilene  action  has  clearly 
held  members  of  an  industry  are  not  help- 
less in  any  effort  to  get  together  to  take 
reasonable  concerted  action  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  up  or  ameliorating,  or 
loosening  the  bonds  of  restraint. 

He  also  is  said  to  have  stated  that, 
since  the  claim  now  urged  is  that  one  of 
the  restraints  is  an  unfair  advantage  to 
affiliated  exhibitors;  that  the  submission 
of  such  matters  to  arbitration,  fair  and 
impartial  in  procedure,  is  only  resorted 
to  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
or  not  affiliated  or  other  exhibitors  are 
competing  unfairly,  these  points  would  not 
come  under  the  ruling  in  the  Paramount 
Lasky  case.  On  the  contrary,  he  thinks 
they  would  have  the  authority  of  all  other 
cases  cited  behind  them.  He  is  reported 
to  have  added  that  even  the  department 
of  justice  would  look  favorably  upon  such 
a procedure. 

Holding  that  arbitration,  when  shown  to 
be  constructive  and  for  the  good  of  an 
industry,  will  beyond  doubt  be  acceptable 
to  the  government,  Weisman  is  said  to 
have  concluded  with  the  remark  that  an 
arbitration  clause  which,  in  effect,  would 
provide  for  the  elimination  of  unfair  com- 
petition and  unreasonable  restraint,  could 
never  from  its  nature,  be  held  in  itself 
to  constitute  unreasonably  suppressed 
competition. 

The  American  Arbitration  Association 
informs  Boxoffice  it  is  legal  to  include  an 
arbitration  clause  in  all  contracts  as  long 
as  the  exhibitor  has  the  option  of  strik- 
ing it  out.  The  association  concedes  that 
if  an  exhibitor  is  not  permitted  to  sign  a 
contract  unless  he  endorses  arbitration,  the 
distributor  is  then  leaving  himself  open  to 
another  Paramount  Lasky  suit. 


enter  into  contract  with  distributors  or 
others  without  the  arbitration  clause,  there 
can,  of  course,  be  no  coercion  or  restraint 
of  trade  if  they  voluntarily  agree  to  sign 
a contract  that  does  contain  the  clause.” 
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Patience^  Dear  Subscribers , . . 

We  acknowledge  your  cards,  letters 
and  phone  messages  asking  about  the 


BOXOFFICE 

BAROMETER 

It  is  rolling  on  the  presses  now  and  the 
complete  publication  soon  will  be  on 
its  way  to  you.  It's  quite  a job.  requir- 
ing 512.000  impressions  on  the  big  cylin- 
der presses  that  are  turning  it  out.  So 
we  ask  your  patience. 

By  the  way.  it  has  an  attractive  new 
cover  this  year.  And  you  can  judge 
this  book  by  its  cover.  Its  contents,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  past  BARO- 
METERS. are  replete  with  practical  and 
useful  information.  Not  only  does  it 
focus  the  spotlight  on  what  product 
Hollywood  turned  out  last  year  but  it 
also  gives  you  quite  an  advance  look 
on  what  is  on  the  way  for  the  year  to 
come. 

And  then  there's  the  property  section 
devoted  to  the  Modern  Theatre;  the 
equipment  trade  directory  and  the  many 
other  PLUS  features  with  which  old 
BOXOFFICE  subscribers  are  well  fami- 
liar. And  then  some! 

. . . Ifll  Be  Off  the  Press  Soon 


Non-Subscribers  can  reserve 
their  copy  of  Barometer 

with  this  coupon • 

Mail  It  Now  . . 


1939 

BOXOFFICE, 

4704  E.  9th  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Reserve  my  copy  of  the  1939  BOXOFFICE 
BAROMETER  and  also  send  me  52  issues  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  and  its  many  fine  services  for  one  year. 
Here’s  my  $2. 


Name 


Position 


Theatre 


Address 


Town 


State 
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No  Pact  Expected 
Until  Early  June 

(Continued  from  page  8i 
to  provide  that  an  exhibitor,  who  cannot 
play  pictures  in  order  of  release  because 
of  conditions  beyond  his  control  shaU  not 
be  penalized.  In  other  words,  if  a prior 
run  delays  signing  a contract  or  picking  up 
releases  as  scheduled,  the  subsequent  run 
exhibitor  will  have  the  option  of  playing 
off  the  pictm’es  as  he  sees  fit. 

The  interchanging  of  pictm’es  from  high- 
er to  lower  brackets,  and  vice  versa  either 
because  of  the  success  or  failure  of  cer- 
tain films,  is  reported  dividing  distributors 
into  two  camps. 

Although  some  exhibitors  suggested 
pictures  not  released  in  a given  year  shall 
be  carried  over  for  two  seasons,  instead 
of  the  following  year,  this  was  tmned 
down  by  distributors  on  the  ground  that,  if 
it  is  decided  to  make  a picture  three  years 
after  it  was  originally  scheduled,  they 
would  be  obligated  to  deliver  it  despite 
the  fact  circumstances  and  conditions  sur- 
rounding the  original  production  plan 
may  change  in  the  interim.  However,  such 
companies  as  M-G-M,  Universal  and 
others,  have  been  delivering  pictures  sold 
under  a previous  year’s  contract  if  pro- 
duced during  the  following  season. 


"Pygmalion"  Average  Hits 
$14,500  lor  Five  Weeks 

New  York — With  $14,500  taken  in  the 
fifth  week,  “Pygmalion,”  current  at  the 
Astor  at  popular  prices,  with  a top  of  55 
cents,  has  garnered  $75,000  in  five  weeks. 
The  pictm-e  is  averaging  $14,500  a week 
with  the  exception  of  New  Year’s  week 
v;hen  the  take  jumped  to  $16,500. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

In  From  "Kindergarten" — 

Or  how  Y.  Frank  Freeman  explained 
it,  so  far  as  he  is  currently  concerned, 
as  he  returned  from  the  Paramount 
studio  for  brief  product  conferences 
in  New  York  with  home  office  execu- 
tives. 


LETTERS 


ANOTHER  ROSE  BOWER 

New  York — ^Permit  me  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  beauty  of  the  new  physical 
layout,  especially  the  front  cover  of  Box- 
office.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  magazine, 
I can  only  repeat  what  I have  so  often 
told  you,  that  it  rates  toi>s  and  I look 
forward  to  receiving  it  every  Monday  with 
great  anticipation — MAX  A.  GOLDBERG, 
Gallic  Films,  Inc. 


“MORE  POWER  TO  YOU" 

Montrose,  Pa. — Three  cheers  for  your 
editorial  on  October  22  which  I have  just 
seen  and  read  and  which  points  so  clear- 
ly at  the  menace  which  lies  in  the  present 
policy  of  military  officials  to  refuse  per- 
mission to  movie  makers  for  use  of 
equipment  unless  the  resulting  film  glori- 
fies war.  More  power  to  you! — REV. 
PHILIP  HU  MASON  STEIN  METZ,  Rector, 
St.  Paul’s  Church. 


HE’S  FOR  IT 

Springfield,  Mass. — As  one  who  agrees 
with  you  in  your  attitude  towards  both 
the  control  of  the  films  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  method  used  to  bring  the 
film  industry  “to  time”  in  regard  to  peace 
pictures,  I want  to  commend  you  for  your 
editorial  of  October  22  and  hope  it  will 
have  a wide  reading. — RT.  REV.  W.  AP- 
PLETON LAWRENCE. 


“SHOULD  BE  HELPFUL” 

Baltimore — As  one  interested  in  ways 
of  securing  peace,  I wish  to  commend 
your  editorial  in  the  October  22  issue,  re- 
printed in  Peace  Action  for  January,  re- 
garding the  war  and  navy  departments’ 
requirements  for  motion  pictures  using 
their  equipment.  Congratulations!  Your 
editorial  should  be  most  helpful  in  show- 
ing people  the  potential  dangers  now  in 
existence  in  this  country. — CATHERINE 
W.  COLEMAN. 


Praise  for  Coast 
Arbitration  Plan 

New  York — ^Praise  for  the  work  being 
done  by  the  arbitration  committee  of  the 
ITO  of  Southern  California  and  Arizona 
in  settling  disputes  not  only  between  its 
members  and  FWC,  but  also  intra-mem- 
bership grievances  was  sounded  by  A.  A. 
Galston,  president  of  the  coast  indepen- 
dent exhibitor  unit,  during  his  short  stay 
here. 

Galston  said  it  is  gratifying  to  many 
exhibitors  to  know  they  can  straighten  out 
differences  involving  FWC  in  an  amicable 
v/ay  with  FWC  representatives  sitting 
down  with  them,  whereas  they  could  never 
do  this  before.  The  arbitration  commit- 
tee is  functioning  smoothly  and  the  inde- 
pendents are  well  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sults. Usually,  when  disputes  arise  where 
FWC  is  involved,  Charles  Skouras  himself 
attends  the  meetings,  he  said. 

The  coast  ITO  head  frowned  on  the 
American  Federation  of  Theatre  Owners, 
organized  by  James  Quinn,  in  opposition  to 
his  own  organization.  Quinn  had  been  a 
member  of  the  ITO  but  resigned  several 
years  ago. 

The  plan  of  the  ITO’s  mediation  board 
goes  further  than  disputes  between  its 
members  and  FWC.  It  also  hears  cases 
and  adjusts  grievances  between  the  inde- 
pendents themselves,  exhibitor  complain  s 
against  landlords  and  even  makes  every 
effort  to  bring  peace  and  harmony  be- 
tween partners  in  conflict  on  one  prob- 
lem or  another. 

He  added  that  the  committee  makes  it- 
self available  for  adjusting  any  kind  of  a 
dispute  without  charging  for  its  services. 

Further  commenting  on  the  responsive 
attitude  of  FWC  executives,  Galston  points 
to  the  organization’s  recent  publication. 
Under  the  heading  of  “Accomplishment” 
the  publication  states:  “This  year  we  shall 


record  what  has  been  done  rather  than 
what  we  hope  to  do.” 

The  article  goes  on  further  to  say: 

“Your  organization  is  not  following 
precedent,  but  blazing  the  trail  with  many 
progressive  accomplishments.  The  splen- 
did recognition  accorded  your  grievance 
committee  by  Charles  P.  Skouras,  presi- 
dent of  Fox  West  Coast,  has  done  much 
to  elevate  the  morale  of  the  members.  Our 
foes  of  yesterday  are  our  friends  loday! 

“A  more  harmonious  relationship  exists 
between  all  exhibitors  and  distributors,  re- 
sulting in  a greater  respect  for  each 
other.  An  increase  in  members  is  being 
recorded  monthly.  Chapters  of  ITO  have 
been  formed  in  San  Diego  and  are  in  pro- 
cess of  formation  in  Arizona.” 


In  New  Post — 

Oscar  A.  Morgan,  long  southern  dis- 
trict manager  for  Paramount,  now  in 
charge  of  the  tier  of  ii  southern 
states  with  headquarters  in  New  York. 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Also  of  the  Boxoifice — 

“ Americariism  in  pictures?  It  is  a 
matter  of  hoxoffice,  apparently  . . . 
Look  at  Warner’s  . . . There’s  a story 
for  you  . . . Track  it  down  . . . Their 
‘Declaration  of  Didependence’  was  re- 
called twice  somewhere  up  in  Con- 
necticut.” The  comment  comes  from 
Will  H.  Hays,  seen  here  as  he  was 
about  to  hoard  the  Century  in  New 
York  en  route  to  Los  Angeles.  His 
annual  mid-winter  studio  visit.  “I’ve 
been  doing  it  for  17  years.”  Back  to 
Gotham  in  about  two  weeks. 

Wage  Differences 
To  Arbitration 

New  York — Differences  between  the 
ITOA  and  Local  306,  projectionists’  union, 
over  wage  increases  demanded  by  the  union 
will  be  arbitrated,  ITOA  members  were 
told  at  a regular  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  About  50  attended  the  session,  which 
was  presided  over  by  Harry  Brandt,  presi- 
dent. 

The  group  was  given  a sketchy  report 
of  the  results  of  its  trade  practice  ne- 
gotiating committee’s  conferences  with  dis- 
tributors. No  details  were  revealed,  the 
essence  of  the  report  being  that  an  op- 
timistic view  is  held  toward  a favorable 
solution  of  trade  problems. 

Arbitration  of  the  labor  dispute  with 
operators  will  go  before  a committee  of 
five,  two  from  each  side,  who,  in  turn, 
will  select  an  impartial  fifth  member.  The 
ITOA  and  the  union  have  had  several  con- 
ferences but  have  wrestled  unsuccessfully 
over  Local  306’s  demands  for  a 48  per  cent 
wage  increase,  and  two,  instead  of  one, 
week’s  vacation. 


Rappoport  Adds  Another 

Newark — Izzy  Rappaport,  who  operates 
the  Hippodrome,  Baltimore,  is  taking  over 
the  Shubert  here  to  install  a combination 
policy.  He  will  not  give  up  his  Baltimore 
house. 


M-G-M  Chalks  Up  a New 
Record  for  Billings 

New  York — M-G-M  rolled  up  one  week 
billings  of  $1,700,000  for  the  seven  days 
ending  January  12,  a new  high  in  the 
company’s  history. 

The  figure  was  realized  with  the  aid  of 
375  simultaneous  New  Year’s  week  book- 
ings of  “Sweethearts.”  It  tops  the  pre- 
vious high,  encountered  during  August, 
1937,  by  $60,000.  Company  executives  point 
to  the  fact  that  the  new  figure  was  not 
the  result  of  any  special  effort,  such  as 
a sales  drive. 

Third  National  Trailer 
Firm  to  Bow  Shortly 

Washington — A third  national  trailer 
company  will  make  its  bow  shortly.  Alex- 
ander Film  Co.  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
is  reported  ready  to  start  selling  trailers 
under  a new  subsidiary  company  which 
will  probably  be  named  Alexander  Pre- 
vues.  Heretofore  exclusively  specializing 
in  one-minute  commercial  subjects,  it  is 
understood  that  the  Alexander  studio  in 
Colorado  Springs  has  been  preparing  a 
library  of  animated  trailers  for  the  past 
few  months.  The  company  has  from  160 
to  180  field  men  selling  “Minute  Man” 
commercials,  as  they  are  called,  and  the 
same  force  most  likely  will  step  right  into 
the  new  ventui’e. 

Here  from  the  company’s  nearby  of- 
fices for  the  Allied  convention  were  Adolph 
Haas,  assistant  to  President  J.  Don  Alex- 
ander; Frank  Wolf  jr.,  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Richmond,  and  Ed. 
F.  Poretka,  city  manager  for  Washington, 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia. 


Spy r OS  Skouras  to  West 
Coast  for  a Checkup 

New  York — Spyros  Skouras  left  for  the 
coast  Friday  and  arrives  in  Los  Angeles, 
Monday.  He  will  spend  a few  days  check- 
ing up  matters  in  the  absence  of  his 
brother,  Charles,  now  in  Greece. 

Before  leaving,  Spyros  set  a one-year 
deal  for  the  Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran- 
cisco theatre  divisions  with  National 
Screen  Service.  Contracts  are  now  being 
drawn  by  Bill  Powers.  Ed  Zabel,  assist- 
ant to  Skouras,  departed  Sunday  with 
George  Dembow  of  National  Screen  for 
Milwaukee,  Kansas  City,  Denver  and  Seat- 
tle where  conferences  will  be  held  with 
Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Rick 
Ricketson  and  A1  Finkelstein  on  continua- 
tion of  the  trailer  service. 


Two-Day  National  Theatres 
Convention  on  Coast 

Los  Angeles  — ■ A two-day  meeting  of 
National  Theatres  division  managers  will 
start  here  January  30.  In  attendance  will 
be  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Rick  Ricketson,  Harold  Newman,  A1  Fin- 
kelstein, A.  M.  Bowles,  Bill  Powers,  Ed 
Zabel  and  Spyros  Skouras. 


Settlement  Sought 
In  Prefect  Suit 

New  York — Efforts  have  been  revived 
to  amicably  settle  the  threatened  Prefect 
anti-trust  suit  against  Skouras  Theatres, 
George  P.  Skouras  and  major  distributors 
in  connection  with  the  alleged  unfair 
clearance  by  the  Capitol,  Port  Chester,  N. 
Y.,  over  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Conn. 

The  heads  of  two  major  companies, 
which  would  be  involved  in  the  suit,  if 
filed,  are  said  to  have  interceded  on  be- 
half of  Edward  Peskay,  who  operates  the 
Port  Chester  house. 

Paul  Williams,  who  will  prosecute  the 
government’s  civil  suit  against  the  major 
companies,  has  already  injected  himself 
into  the  local  situation  and  has  had  a 
series  of  conferences  with  Skouras. 

The  indication  now  is  that  Skouras  will 
reduce  the  protection  he  has  had  for  years 
in  a desire  to  appease  Peskay.  Willard 
C.  McKay,  Prefect  attorney,  tried  to  set- 
tle the  complaint  before  without  success. 
Since  then,  however,  the  government  and 
the  presidents  of  two  companies  have 
stepped  into  the  breach. 


"Jesse  James"  Grosses 
$78,500  First  Week 

New  York  — “Jesse  James”  barged 
through  the  Roxy  boxoffices  with  $78,500 
for  the  first  seven  days’  take.  More  than 
165,000  persons  saw  the  picture  in  its  first 
week. 

In  Los  Angeles,  the  Chinese  and  State 
tallied  a $5,907  gross  between  them  on 
the  same  picture  on  opening  day.  The 
Chinese  chalked  up  $2,296,  the  State, 
$3,611. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

In  From  Waikiki — 

Abe  Montague,  general  sales  manager 
of  Columbia,  smilingly  returns  from 
Honolulu,  a case  of  some  business  and 
chiefly  pleasure.  Mrs.  Montague  with 
him  and  Rube  Jackter,  his  assistant. 
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Knitting  Together  of  Trade  Little  Enthusiasm 

Interests  Seen  by  Richey  In  Cole  Report 


Washington — Tlie  establishment  of  a 
better  industry  relationship  is  seen  by 
H.  M.  Richey,  former  Allied  veteran  and 
now  field  contact  for  RKO.  In  his  speech 
at  the  Allied  board  of  director’s  Poun- 
ders’ dinner,  he  said: 

“Regardless  of  the  outcome  of  govern- 
ment suits,  trade  practice  conferences,  or 
other  industry  movements  that  may  be 
made  towards  the  establishment  of  better 
industry  relationship,  there  is  taking  place 
in  the  industry  a tendency  toward  a closer 
and  closer  drawing  together  of  the  vari- 
ous elements  of  the  industry,  many  of 
whom  in  the  past  have  been  extremely 
far  apart  in  viewpoint. 

Toughened  Competition  Ahead 

“It  seems  to  me  tliis  is  vitally  necessary, 
for  I can’t  help  but  feel  the  industry  is 
in  for  tougher  competition  during  the 
next  ten  years,  than  it  has  ever  dreamed, 
not  only  from  radio,  television,  the  stage 
or  other  amusement  competition,  but  from 
a more  exacting  public — a public  growing 
up  to  demand  better  pictures,  better  show- 
mansliip,  less  haphazard  exhibition,  if  the 
industry  is  to  continue  to  merit  their 
support. 

“I  believe  the  combined  resources  of  the 
entire  industry  is  within  a few  years  to 
be  taxed  to  the  utmost  and  out  of  this 
public  demand  will  come  probably  less 
production  mistakes,  fewer  pictm’es,  a bet- 
ter job  of  selling  these  pictures  to  the 
public  on  the  part  of  the  theatre  owner, 
longer  runs,  and  possibly  a certain  amount 
of  classification  of  exhibition,  you  might 
call  it. 

“I  am  confident  that  before  many  years 
roll  aroimd,  an  aroused  public  will  put  an 
end  to  double  billing,  which  will  open  the 
field  for  the  development  of  suitable  short 
subjects  that  today  is  being  somewhat 
neglected. 

Legal  Needs  Cause  Delay 

“The  unfortunate  part  of  the  whole  pic- 
ture is  that  so  many  of  the  trade  reforms 
needed  by  the  average  exhi’oitor  and  which 
in  many  instances  the  distributors  are 
ready  to  grant,  must  wait  until  a legal 
toethod  can  be  worked  out  to  put  them 
into  effect,  but  it  isn’t  too  early  for  ex- 
^libitor  organizations  to  prepare  them- 
$elves  to  do  their  part  of  the  job  in  the 
development  of  this  new  technique  in 
showmanship,  which,  in  my  opinion,  must 
come  after  needed  trade  reforms  are  a 
reality. 

“I  can’t  help  but  feel  the  motion  pic- 
ture industi-y  has  a real  job  ahead  over 
and  beyond  clearance,  zoning,  eliminations, 
overbuilding,  overbuying,  many  of  which, 
by  this  time,  the  entire  industry  must 
recognize  are  economically  unwise.  That 
job  is  the  preservation  of  the  industry  for 
the  new  order  I believe  is  coming.  I am 
not  at  all  pessimistic  about  the  probability 
of  success,  but  I do  believe  there  is  going 
to  be  a lot  asked  of  us,  and  I don’t  be- 
lieve it  is  too  early  for  us  to  start  think- 
ing along  these  lines. 


Terms  Hays,  Pettijohn 
Smooth  Lobbyists 

Washington — Will  H.  Hoys  and 
Charles  C.  Pettijohn  are  called  the 
"smoothest  lobbyists  I have  ever  seen 
with  more  money  to  back  them  than 
Abram  F.  Myers  ever  dreamed  of," 
Senator  Neely  told  Allied  board  mem- 
bers and  guests  at  the  Founders  Din- 
ner here.  After  cracking  a joke  about 
a none  too  fussy  colored  old  maid  and 
her  two  illegitimate  children,  Neely 
added  "if  anyone  is  fussy  over  life  he 
is  going  to  lose."  He  cautioned  not  to 
join  or  form  alliances  with  Hays  or 
Pettijohn.  He  said  they  represented  a 
$5,000,000  industry. 

Praising  Myers  and  Allied,  the  sena- 
tor continued,  “Myers  has  performed 
a wonderful  service  on  the  anti-block 
booking  bill.  He  has  earned  my  grati- 
tude for  the  courteous,  clean  and  de- 
cent manner  in  which  he  passed  the 
bill  in  the  Senate.  The  greatest  thing 
in  the  world  this  crowd  can  do  for  130,- 
000,000  people  is  to  continue  the  bat- 
tle so  courageously  carried  on  and 
which  has  appeared  insurmountable  to 
others,  to  destroy  the  nefarious  prac- 
tice of  blind  booking  and  selling  in  the 
motion  picture  industry,  and  may  God 
bless  you  all  for  your  good  service  to 
the  industry." 


No  Maryland  MPTO  Meet 
On  Washington  Talks 

Baltimore — No  special  meeting  will  be 
called  by  the  MPTO  of  Maryland,  local 
Allied  unit,  to  discuss  developments  in 
Washington  on  the  trade  practices,  states 
Herman  Blum,  treasurer.  In  the  absence 
of  Frank  Horning,  president,  who  is  on 
vacation,  Blum  said  there  is  no  reason  to 
call  a special  session  because  the  national 
organization  has  been  commissioned  to  act 
for  the  local  unit. 

In  addition  to  Blum,  Arthur  Price,  Sid- 
ney Whipple  and  Harry  Silver  from  this 
territory  attended  the  Washington  pala- 
vers. 


New  Allied  Chieftain  Is 
Capitol  Hill  Visitor 

Washington — The  first  thing  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  new  Allied  president,  did  following 
his  succession  to  the  post  held  for  three 
years  by  Nathan  Yamins  was  to  visit  Capi- 
tol Hill  where  he  saw  “some  old  friends  of 
mine.” 

Cole  spent  all  Wednesday  afternoon  on 
the  hill  and  left  for  New  York,  Thurs- 
day afternoon. 

Some  here  are  trying  to  figure  whether 
or  not  the  Allied  chieftain  ran  into  C.  C. 
Pettijohn  and  Ed  Kuykendall  on  the  hill. 


Washington — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Allied  negotiating  committee, 
issued  the  following  report  to  the  organi- 
zations board  in  session  here: 

“The  negotiating  committee  reports  it 
has  received  a written  draft  of  proposals 
dated  December  1,  with  revisions  dated 
January  14,  which  are  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  the  oral  proposals  outlined  to 
the  board  of  directors  in  Chicago  on  No- 
vember 3.  The  only  points  of  difference 
are  minor  clarifications  of  language  to- 


See  pages  4,  14  and  15  of  this  issue 
for  full  details  of  the  Allied  board  and 
trade  practice  meetings  in  Washing- 
ton. 


gether  with  a wholly  tentative  outline  of 
an  arbitration  setup,  not  complete  as  to 
either  principles  or  details.  The  distribu- 
tors requested  that  counsel  for  Allied  sit 
in  with  their  counsel  and  endeavor  to 
draft  a suitable  declaration  of  principles 
and  work  out  the  arbitration  rules  and 
other  details.  Distributors  also  invited 
counsel  for  Allied  to  suggest  clarifications 
of  certain  other  provisions  of  the  pro- 
posals. The  substance  of  the  proposals 
remains  as  reported  at  Chicago  and  our 
committee  has  been  informed  that,  so  far 
as  the  substance  is  concerned,  the  dis- 
tributors are  agreed  that  they  have  gone 
as  far  as  they  will  go. 

“Incomplete  in  Particulars” 

“The  draft  in  its  present  form  does  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  meet 
the  requirement  of  the  resolution  adopted 
at  Chicago  that  it  obtain  from  the  dis- 
tributors their  complete  plan  including  the 
details  of  arbitration.  TToe  draft  being 
incomplete  in  the  particulars  above  men- 
tioned, the  committee  does  not  feel  that 
it  can  recommend  that  it  be  either  ac- 
cepted or  rejected. 

“In  the  circumstances  your  committee 
recommends  that  it  be  authorized  to  con- 
tinue its  negotiations  directly  and  through 
counsel  to  ascertain  whether  a complete 
and  satisfactory  plan  of  arbitration  can 
be  developed  and  the  language  of  the  other 
provisions  satisfactorily  clarified,  and  to 
make  a fm-ther  report  to  the  board  not 
later  than  March  1,  which  shall  contain 
definite  recommendation  for  the  accept- 
ance or  rejection  of  the  program. 

Revision  Work  Continued 

“We  further  recommend  that,  to  avoid 
any  possible  misunderstanding,  the  board 
now  reaffirms  the  stand  taken  in  the  Chi- 
cago resolution  that  nothing  in  any  plan 
which  may  be  submitted  shall  hamper  or 
preclude  AUied  from  seeking  a larger  meas- 
ure of  relief  through  prosecution  of  its 
program  of  legislation  and  litigation  and 
that  such  program  be  pursued  unceasingly 
and  with  vigor. 

“This  is  the  unanimous  report  of  your 
committee,  joined  in  by  the  alternates.” 

A resolution  adopted  by  the  board  voiced 
confidence  in  the  Allied  negotiating  com- 
mittee, accepted  its  report  and  authorized 
the  committee  to  continue  work  on  re- 
vision of  the  draft  for  a March  1 report. 
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Allied  Trade  Windtopics 

By  BILL  ORNSTEIN  


"Isolation"  From 
Games  Is  Tried 

New  York — Elimination  of  all  forms  of 
chance  games  in  Staten  Island’s  theatres, 
churches,  fraternal  headquarters,  civic 
halls,  amusement  palaces  and  restaurants, 
as  an  experiment,  has  been  undertaken  at 
the  instigation  of  License  Commissioner 
Paul  Moss.  If  successful,  the  plan  will 
serve  as  a pattern  for  similar  action 
throughout  the  metropolitan  area. 

Staten  Island  has  been  chosen  because 
of  its  circumscribed  terrain,  the  theory 
being  that  what  is  good  for  one  will  be 
good  for  all.  To  attempt  a similar  ex- 
periment in  Manhattan  would  not  be  feas- 
ible, Moss  avers,  since  it  is  only  a matter 
of  a few  blocks  to  another  game-playing 
theatre  if  a patron’s  favorite  house  is  be- 
ing subjected  to  a game-less  experiment. 

State  Islanders  have  to  take  ferries  to 
get  to  lower  Manhattan. 

Moss  told  Leon  Rosenblatt,  Si  Fabian 
and  a representative  of  Charles  Moses, 
who  between  them  operate  all  the  island’s 
theatres,  that  he  wants  the  movement  to 
be  voluntary.  Any  effort  Moss  makes  to 
get  “outside”  game  players  to  cease  the 
practice  will  be  of  an  unofficial  nature, 
he  said.  He  asked  the  theatre  men  for 
their  assurance  to  “go  along”  if  he  wins 
over  the  private  game  interests.  This  was 
quickly  forthcoming. 

Another  conference  will  be  held  with 
Moss,  to  set  a date  for  simultaneous  vitia- 
tion of  the  games  at  all  public  places  on 
the  island  if  he  gets  the  cooperation  he 
seeks. 

Of  the  three  Rosenblatt-Welt  theatres 
on  the  island,  two  play  games;  eight,  or 
aU,  of  the  Fabian  houses  do  likewise, 
while  three  of  the  six  Moses  units  also  play 
them. 


Loew's  Is  Victor  in 
Minority  Suit 

New  York — Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  Friday  approved  the 
profit-sharing  personal  service  execu- 
tive contracts  and  exonerated  direc- 
tors of  all  fraud  and  mismanagement 
charges  in  the  suit  by  minority  stock- 
holders against  Loew's,  Inc. 

He  ordered  the  reinstatement  of  ac- 
counting of  payments  made  to  the  Irv- 
ing Thalberg  estate  and  Ohio  and 
Chippewa  theatre  properties  reorgani- 
zations. As  a result,  Emil  K.  Ellis, 
plaintiff  attorney,  claims  about  $520,- 
000  will  be  returned  to  the  Loew  treas- 
ury by  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Louis  B. 
Mayer,  David  Bernstein  and  the  Thal- 
berg estate.  Loew  attorneys  assert  the 
amount  will  not  exceed  $400,000,  and 
say  it  is  too  early  to  tell  whether  the 
company  will  appeal  or  return  the 
funds  forthwith.  Final  determination  of 
the  exact  amount  involved  is  up  to  the 
accountants. 


Washington  — Bill  Rodgers  is  a tired 
man  and  he  makes  no  bones  about  it  after 
all  these  trade  practice  meetings.  During 
the  interval  of  the  first  draft  and  the  sec- 
ond series  of  meetings,  he  made  two  quick 
trips  to  the  coast.  To  get  away  from  it 
all  for  a while,  silver-haired  Rodgers, 
Tuesday  took  the  fastest  train  to  Holly- 
wood, Fla.,  where  he’ll  spend  the  next 
three  or  four  weeks. 


Fred  Herrington  was  the  first  Allied  di- 
rector, other  than  a negotiator,  to  arrive 
at  the  Carlton.  No.  2 man  was  Jack  Kirsch 
of  Chicago,  accompanied  by  Joe  Rosen- 
berg and  Emil  Stern. 


Grad  Sears  was  feeling  in  fine  spirits 
and  put  on  a one-man  medicine  show  at 
the  Variety  Club,  during  inaugural  services 
of  Abe  Lichtman,  successor  to  the  presi- 
dency of  A.  Julian  Brylawski.  Sears  took 
a lighted  cigarette  and  held  it  between  the 
tips  of  two  fingers.  (Try  it  some  time,  but 
don’t  burn  yourself  like  Howard  Levinson 
did).  Then  he  took  a brand  new  $10  bill, 
folded  and  creased  it  lengthwise  and 
placed  it  on  top  of  two  tall  beer  glasses, 
leaving  enough  room  for  a third  glass  to 
fit  between  the  two  tumblers.  Then  he 
took  a beer-laden  glass  and  stood  it  up  on 
the  $10  with  only  air  underneath. 

But,  if  you  get  him  in  the  right  mood, 
have  him  relate  some  of  those  colored 
stories,  with  motions  and  dialect,  he  teUs. 


Ed  Ansin  of  Boston  is  in  Miami.  His 
New  England  group  is  being  represented 
by  Max  Levinson,  Arthur  Howard  and 
Adolph  Bendsley  of  Wellesley,  Mass.  The 
trio  got  in  late  Monday  night. 


I.  Levinson  of  the  Warner  home  office 
legal  department  is  here  on  the  arbitra- 
tion angle.  His  experience  goes  back  not 
only  to  the  NRA  days,  five  years  ago,  but 
also  to  the  Federal  Trade  Commission, 
when  Abram  F.  Myers  was  in  office. 


Three  cities  have  been  up  for  considera- 
tion for  the  next  Allied  convention.  In- 
dianapolis, Atlantic  City  and  New  York. 
Mayor  LaGuardia  sent  Fred  Herrington  a 
wire  asking  that  the  gathering  of  the  clan 
take  place  in  New  York  in  May.  However, 
the  hotel  situation  in  New  York  finds  A. 
C.  a better  choice. 


Abe  Montague  was  being  hosted  by  Sam 
Galanty,  local  district  and  branch  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  while  in  town.  Rodgers 
by  Carter  Tate  Barron  and  Rudy  Berger. 
Sears  by  Brylawski.  Rodgers  and  Mon- 
tague got  here  Sunday  night,  while  the 
others  arrived  Monday,  the  day  of  the 
meeting. 


All  distributor  negotiators,  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall and  Charlie  Pettijohn  met  at  the 
Variety  Club  after  the  first  Allied  meet- 
ings. Other  out-of-towners  there  that 
night  included  William  J.  Clark  and  Har- 
vey Day  of  20th-Fox,  en  route  to  Pitts- 
burgh. George  Dembow  was  supposed  to 
come  over  but  didn’t  make  it  that  night. 
Ditto  Edgar  B.  Moss. 


Abe  Schneider,  it  was  learned  here,  de- 
layed his  coast  and  Miami  trip  for  a 
darned  good  reason.  He  is,  or  was  at  the 
time  of  writing  this,  due  to  become  a 
father.  And  those  sort  of  things  really 
get  you  to  postpone  trips. 


If  you  ever  happen  to  drop  into  the 
Variety  Club  here  and  see  a name  in  the 
book  signed  by  visitors  and  it  says  G.  I.  N. 
Ramos,  think  of  Grad  Sears.  A sort  of 
Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,  you  know. 


Bill  Scully’s  oldest  brother,  Frank,  says 
the  Universal  sales  manager  goes  to  Hono- 
lulu for  a vacation  after  his  coast  trek 
with  Nate  J.  Blumberg.  One  year  with 
Universal  and  he  goes  on  a Honolulu  va- 
cation for  business  with  Consolidated. 


Bill  Skirball,  according  to  Joe  Kaliski, 
handling  “Birth  of  a Baby”  in  this  terri- 
tory, is  in  England.  By  the  by,  Joe’s 
wife  had  a birthday  the  other  day.  She 
wanted  to  compromise  on  a $5  allowance 
so  she  could  play  the  slot  machines  at 
the  Variety  Club,  but  it  was  no  dice. 


Presence  of  Pettijohn  on  the  local  scene 
brings  from  him  “I’m  only  messin’ 
around.” 


Dick  Eason,  who  used  to  work  with  Hun- 
ter Perry  and  then  joined  the  Schine  cir- 
cuit in  Gloversville,  is  coming  back  to  the 
eastern  shore.  The  boys  are  happy  about 
it  and  he’ll  do  the  booking  for  Schine’s 
southern  circuit  from  one  of  the  nearby 
cities. 


If  anybody  should  ask  you  the  F.  in 
Myers  name  stands  for  Fern.  And  for 
Samuelson,  the  E.  stands  for  Edgar.  But 
don’t  mention  them  to  the  boys  while 
they’re  in  convention. 


Mrs.  Sid  Samuelson  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Kridel  are  the  only  two  wives  on  the  local 
scene. 


Harry  G.  Kosch  flew  in  Tuesday  morn- 
ing and  out  again  the  same  night.  Due 
to  business  pressure.  Max  A.  Cohen,  head 
of  Allied  of  New  York,  couldn’t  attend. 
Mitchell  Conery  of  Ravena,  N.  Y.,  alter- 
nated. Cohen  is  busy  packing  up  and 
readying  for  the  coast  trip  en  route  to 
Honolulu. 


Bill  Schesborough  and  Pete  Wood  of 
Columbus  and  Martin  G.  Smith  of  Toledo 
were  representing  the  Ohio  contingent. 


Nate  Yamins  cleaned  up  in  a poker 
game  but  is  still  trying  to  cash  in  the 
chips.  Seems  he  won  on  the  cuff. 


Maurice  Shulman,  president  of  Allied  of 
Connecticut,  has  a brother  with  the  de- 
partment of  interior,  as  a solicitor.  So 
Maurice  came  down  Sunday  and  did  a lot 
of  ice  skating  until  the  board  meetings  got 
under  way. 

Lee  Newbury,  Allied  of  N.  J.  director, 
(Continued  on  page  26-D) 
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Injunction  Fears 
Are  Diminished 

New  York — Apprehension  over  a pos- 
sible preliminary  injunction  action  by  the 
department  of  justice  against  producer-ex- 
hibitor defendants  in  the  government  suit 
in  order  to  maintain  a “status  quo”  of 
theatre  activity  pending  adjudication  of 
the  suit  has  virtually  disappeared  among 
major  attorneys,  one  of  this  group  informs 
Boxoffice. 

He  said:  “We  (major  circuits)  have  fin- 
ally reached  an  agreement  among  our- 
selves and  have  made  our  position  known 
to  Thurman  Arnold.  In  principle,  it  means 
that  there  will  be  no  preliminary  injunc- 
tion as  long  as  we  keep  Arnold  informed 
periodically  as  to  our  theatre  activity. 
Arnold  has  our  letter  on  this  and  we  ex- 
pect him  to  sign  it.  Formal  announce- 
ment will  have  to  come  from  him.” 

This  source  explained  that  the  letter 
would  have  probably  been  signed  by  now, 
but  Arnold’s  illness  delayed  this  formality. 


Murphy  Has  Plan 
To  Speed  All  Suits 

Washington — Declaring  that  the  indus- 
try suit  among  others  has  been  discussed 
with  Thurman  Arnold,  Attorney  General 
Prank  Murphy  has  announced  a plan  to 
speed  disposal  of  all  government  suits 
now  on  the  docket. 

Murphy  is  calling  all  96  federal  attor- 
neys here  in  April  to  discuss  litigation 
pending  in  their  districts. 


No  Class  Struggle 
At  M-G-M 

Hollywood — Norma  Shearer  owns  a 
canvas  studio  chair  with  her  name  on 
it  for  the  first  time  in  her  life.  It 
seems,  according  to  Metro's  publicists, 
that  during  the  filming  of  a picture. 
Miss  Shearer's  stand-in  and  wardrobe 
women  noticed  that  Clark  Gable  and 
Director  Clarence  Brown  had  personal 
chairs,  but  there  was  none  for  Miss 
Shearer.  On  investigating,  they  dis- 
covered that  she  had  never  owned  one. 

Aw!  G'wan. 


Loew's  Prelerred  Earns 
Quarterly  of  $1,62V2 

New'  York — Loew’s  board  has  declared  a 
regular  quarterly  dividend  of  $1,621/2  per 
share  on  its  cumulative  preferred,  payable 
February  15,  to  holders  of  record  on  Jan- 
uary 31. 

Henry  R.  Winthrop,  of  Mitchell,  Win- 
throp  & Co.,  was  elected  to  succeed  Wil- 
liam A.  Phillips,  resigned,  on  the  board. 


A Warner  Subsidiary 
Cuts  Down  Deficit 

New  York — Net  profit  of  $9,108  for  the 
year  ending  Aug.  27,  1938,  is  reported  by 
Federal  Theatres  Co.,  Warner  subsidiary 
that  operates  nine  Chicago  theatres. 

However,  by  applying  this  profit  as  well 
as  $34,932,  reahzed  on  redemption  of 
bonds,  making  a total  of  $44,040,  to  the 
previous  year’s  deficit,  the  deficit  is  cut 
to  $1,448,844. 


Monogram  Has  Ege 
On  Neelg  Measure 

New  York — Monogram,  viewing  enact- 
ment by  Congress  of  the  Neely  bill  as 
“closer”  than  is  generally  conceded,  is 
primed  to  realign  production  to  conform 
with  the  new  “selling  standards”  the 
statute  would  impose. 

In  fact,  with  W.  Ray  Johnston,  presi- 
dent, now  on  the  coast,  the  dominating 
thought  in  production  conferences,  ac- 
cording to  a spokesman,  is  “how  many 
we  should  make”  for  1939-40  In  other 
w’ords,  this  source  says.  Monogram  will  re- 
duce its  current  schedule  appreciably  if 
block  booking  is  outlawed.  The  company, 
recognizing  a “more  competitive  market” 
if  this  eventuates,  would  pour  considerably 
more  money  and  effort  into  each  release, 
because  every  picture  will  be  appraised  by 
itself,  the  argument  goes. 

Asked  whether  the  company  could  pre- 
pare itself  for  such  a radical  departure 
and  still  not  jeopardize  its  normal  produc- 
tion structure  with  the  uncertainty  that 
surrounds  the  fate  of  the  Neely  bill,  the 
spokesman  said: 

“Congress  is  going  to  decide  that  issue 
sooner  than  most  people  think.” 


Drive  for  Johnston 

New  York — Monogram  is  holding  a jubi- 
lee sales  drive  in  February  in  honor  of 
W.  Ray  Johnston’s  25th  year  in  the  indus- 
try. All  36  exchanges  are  participating 
and  indications  are  that  the  $6,000,000 
sales  quota  for  1939  will  be  reached.  John- 
ston. who  is  47,  entered  the  business  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  with  the  Than- 
hauser  Co.  at  New  Rochelle. 


Bid  From  White  House 
For  Norma  Shearer 

Hollywood — Norma  Shearer,  it  is  re- 
ported, is  due  for  a command  appearance 
at  the  White  House  January  30,  the  Day 
of  Stars,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  will  be  host.  Of  all  the  stars, 
the  president’s  wife  is  understood  to  have 
chosen  Miss  Shearer  as  a “must.” 

It  is  intended  to  have  each  studio  rep- 
resented by  at  least  one  or  more  stars  at 
the  White  House  luncheon,  which  is  to 
be  attended  by  the  president.  That  same 
evening,  the  film  names  will  dine  with 
statesmen  from  all  over  the  country. 

Among  those  slated  to  appear  are  Jean 
Hersholt,  now  in  New  York  on  vacation; 
Annabella,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  George 
Brent  and  possibly  the  Hardy  family.  If 
the  Hardy  family  idea  clicks,  Mickey 
Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Parker  and 
others  in  the  cast  will  go  to  Washington 
and  meet  the  official  family  of  the  White 
House  as  the  typical  American  family. 


M.  P.  Associates  to  Install 

New  York — Induction  of  officers  of 
M.  P.  Associates  will  be  held  in  about  a 
week  at  the  Astor  Hotel.  Jack  Ellis,  sales- 
man at  RKO,  continues  as  president. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Drumming  It  Up  for  "Din"  Again 


New  York — RKO’s  advance  “Gunga 
Din”  ballyhoo  battalion,  under  S.  Barret 
McCormick,  again  has  hit  the  field  to 
cooperate  directly  with  theatres  after  hav- 
ing traveled  an  aggregate  of  40,000  miles 
in  a five-week  period  on  the  first  lap  of 
the  elaborate  campaign. 

Each  of  the  15  men  who  left  here  De- 
cember 1,  last,  had  trunks  loaded  with 
every  conceivable  type  of  aid  for  fullest 


newspaper  coverage.  The  group  visited  420 
cities  and  towns  and  personally  called  on 
editors  of  665  newspapers.  The  men  trav- 
eled by  auto,  train  and  plane. 

The  current  phase  of  the  field  cam- 
paign concerns  augmented  material  for 
playdates,  with  special  emphasis  for  ex- 
hibitor-merchant tieups,  newspaper  con- 
tests and  general  promotion. 
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The  Air  Jury  Gets  Going — 

Four  -noted  feminine  flyers  use  the  TWA  Sky  Chief  to  hop  to  Hollywood 
where  they  will  judge,  and  do  jury  duty  also,  on  “Tailspm.”  So  you’ll  know, 
left  to  right  are  Ruth  Nichols,  Betty  Huyler  Gillies,  Teddy  Kenyon  and 
Margo  Bain  Tanner. 


Action  in  Chicago 
Delayed  a Month 

Washington  — The  government’s  con- 
tempt proceedings  against  B&K  in  Chi- 
cago, scheduled  for  January  16,  have  been 
postponed  by  agreement  until  February  16, 
according  to  Joseph  Rosenberg,  Allied 
counsel,  here  for  the  two-day  directors’ 
meetings. 

It  is  learned  from  sources  other  than 
Rosenberg  that  Julius  Goodman,  brother- 
in-law  of  Abe  Kaufman,  and  Joe  Stem, 
brother-in-law  of  Sam  Katz,  have  with- 
drawn from  the  independents’  suit  in  Chi- 
cago against  B&K.  Both  Kaufman  and 
Katz  are  interested  in  B&K. 

In  addition  to  Rosenberg,  the  Windy 
City  contingent  is  represented  by  Jack 
Kirsch,  president,  and  Emil  Stern  of  Es- 
saness  which  operates  27  theatres. 

Rosenberg  also  stated  that  while  Louis 
Phillips  of  Paramount’s  home  office  legal 
staff  was  in  Chicago  over  the  weekend, 
neither  would  discuss  the  pending  court 
actions  there. 

French  Producer  Aiter 
Deal  lor  Three  Films 

New  York — Andre  Algazy,  French  pro- 
ducer, who  is  here  with  a print  of  “Katia,” 
featuring  Danielle  Darrieux,  leaves  for  Hol- 
lywood in  a day  or  so  where  he  hopes  to 
conclude  a production  deal  with  a major 
company. 

Algazy,  who  docked  on  the  French  liner 
He  de  France,  says  he  is  negotiating  for 
the  American  release  of  the  Darrieux  film. 
His  plans  consist  of  three  pictures  which 
he  plans  to  produce  and  direct. 

Concerning  the  pictures,  Algazy  explains 
the  first  would  be  a remake  of  “Katia,” 
then  “Louison”  and  “Finance  Market,”  all 
from  the  pen  of  Princess  Marie  Bibesco. 

Pennsylvania  Exhibition 
Is  Stahl's  New  Field 

Pittsburgh  — Max  Stahl,  who  recently 
resigned  as  Cincinnati  branch  manager  for 
UA,  has  gone  into  business  with  hisi  brother 
who  operates  one  theatre  in  Sharon  and 
is  negotiating  for  several  others.  For  some 
time,  Stahl  has  been  anxious  to  return 
to  the  local  scene.  His  family  lives  in 
Sharon  and  Mrs.  Stahl  is  a native  of  the 
city. 

Freeman  Eastern  Parley 
Centers  on  Sparks 

New  York — Details  in  connection  with 
the  operation  by  E.  J.  Sparks  of  houses 
in  Jacksonville  and  St.  Petersburg,  joint- 
ly held  with  Paramount,  are  the  only  the- 
atre matters  that  Y.  Prank  Freeman  took 
up  during  his  brief  weekend  visit  here. 
Freeman  consumed  most  of  his  time  in 
reporting  to  Barney  Balaban  and  Stanton 
Griffis  his  observations  on  studio  matters 
since  he  took  the  new  post  of  theatre- 
studio  coordinator  a month  ago.  He  said 
his  next  trip  east  will  be  in  three  months. 


Ascap  Awaits  Decision 
On  Statute  Legality 

New  York — Ascap  is  awaiting  the  de- 
cision of  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  on  the 
legality  of  anti-Ascap  statutes  in  the 
states  of  Washington  and  Florida.  The 
verdict  is  expected  within  two  weeks. 

In  the  Washington  case,  attorneys  for 
Ascap  argued  against  the  law  which  was 
upheld  by  the  lower  court  in  that  state. 
In  the  Florida  dispute,  the  state  brought 
action  contesting  the  temporary  injunc- 
tion granted  to  Ascap. 

"Story  of  a Cheat"  Gets 
Extended  Engagements 

New  York — “The  Story  of  a Cheat” 
opens  simultaneous  extended  run  engage- 
ments at  the  Plaza,  Manhattan,  and  Pix, 
White  Plains,  January  28.  It  is  the  first 
instance  of  a foreign-language  film  to  play 
the  Plaza  for  a minimum  of  one  week. 

The  picture  is  currently  in  its  fifth  week 
at  the  Esquire,  Hollywood,  and  fourth 
week  at  the  World  Playhouse,  Chicago. 
It  has  been  booked  for  extended  first  runs 
in  San  Francisco,  Pittsburgh,  Philadel- 
phia, Seattle,  Portland,  Kansas  City  and 
Cleveland. 


World's  Smallest 
For  the  Fair 

Hollywood  — The  world's  smallest 
people  will  live  in  their  own  village 
at  the  World's  Fair.  Mervyn  LeRoy, 
producer  o{  "The  Wizard  of  Oz,"  plans 
to  send  the  entire  Munchkin  Village 
set,  with  its  miniature  homes  and  shops 
to  the  fair  following  completion  of  the 
picture.  The  costumes  and  make-up 
will  be  used  and  the  scene  duplicated 
intact  as  an  exhibit.  The  116  midgets 
in  the  picture  will  comprise  its  popula- 
tion. 


No  Plan  to  Hold 
Shorts  Market 

New  York — Paramount’s  recently  con- 
ceived plan  to  set  up  a separate  sales  de- 
partment to  handle  short  subjects  has 
been  dropped,  according  to  Neil  F.  Agnew, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribution. 

The  plan  originated  with  Agnew,  who 
felt  the  operation  of  new  trade  practices, 
on  adoption,  would  create  a more  com- 
petitive market  for  shorts  than  has  ob- 
tained in  the  past.  This  would  place  the 
responsibility  for  short  subjects  sales  in  the 
hands  of  a separate  staff  and  away  from 
district  managers. 

Agnew’s  newer  contention  is  that,  with 
the  creation  of  a third  geographical  divi- 
sion, headed  by  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  the 
company’s  division  managers,  including  J. 
J.  Unger  and  Charles  Reagan,  will  be  in 
a position  to  supervise  shorts  as  well  as 
feature  sales  with  equal  concentration. 


Cammack  in  Singapore 
On  Survey  for  RKO 

Singapore — Ben  Cammack,  Latin  Amer- 
ican sales  head  for  RKO,  spent  a few 
days  here  this  week  on  his  general  survey 
of  foreign  territories.  He  came  on  from 
Johannesburg,  So.  Africa,  and  from  here 
goes  to  Java,  Australia  and  then  Greece. 
He  is  due  back  in  New  York  about  May  1. 

Cocalis  Still  Dickering 
For  Additional  Eleven 

New  York — Sam  Cocalis,  who  operates 
38  houses  in  Greater  New  York,  is  nego- 
tiating for  a string  of  11  additional  units. 
The  deal  has  been  on  and  off  for  about 
six  months  and  is  no  nearer  now  than 
when  it  was  started. 
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Riefenstahl  Exit  Is 
Not  Exactlij  Gay 

By  DAVE  GOLDING 

New  York — “Hollywood  is  not  America,” 
is  Leni  Riefenstahl’s  reaction  to  her  re- 
cent visit  to  the  film  capital.  With  those 
words,  she  skipped  over  that  portion  of 
her  trip  and  asserted  that  she  enjoyed 
her  “vacation”  here  very  much. 

Miss  Riefenstahl  received  the  press  be- 
fore she  sailed  on  the  Hamburg-American 
liner  Hansa  in  a private  dining  room 
aboard  the  ship.  Apparently,  the  not  im- 
attractive  woman  who  is  reputed  to  be 
Adolf  Hitler’s  “girl  friend,”  was  being 
tendered  a farewell  party.  Between  hors- 
d’oeuvres  she  was  busy  autographing 
photos  of  herself. 

What  Miss  Riefenstahl  resented  most  on 
her  trip  to  Hollywood  was  the  “unfair” 
attitude  of  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi 
league.  She  said  it  was  reported  to  her 
that  “if  anyone  talked  to  me,  they  would 
lose  their  job.” 

“Is  that  American?”  she  asked  a re- 
porter. 

The  reporter,  who  was  Aryan  incidental- 
ly, shot  back.  “What  would  happen  if  a 
Jewish  producer  brought  some  film  with 
him  to  Germany?” 

That  didn’t  stop  Miss  Riefenstahl,  who 
retorted,  “Do  you  think  America  is  all 
Jewish?”  At  that  one,  the  reporter  shook 
his  head  in  bewilderment,  perhaps. 

The  Boxoffice  reporter,  curious  about 
her  visit  at  what  may  be  considered  an 
inexpedient  occasion,  inquired  if  she 
thought  her  trip  was  ill-ad\dsed. 

“What  is  this  ‘ill-adyised,’  ” she  asked, 
turning  around  to  her  interpreter.  He  ex- 
plained the  word  to  her. 

She  spoke  slowly,  as  if  seeking  the 
proper  words.  “I  come  before  the  ‘crisis’ 
(is  the  way  she  referred  to  the  most  re- 
cent Nazi  persecutions) . I am  an  artist,” 
she  asserted.  “I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
politics.  I work  alone  for  the  last  two 
years.  I live  as  a private  person.” 

Miss  Riefenstahl  then  asked  if  anyone 
had  seen  the  Olympic  film.  Receiving 
negative  replies,  “That  is  the  trouble.  You 
don’t  realize  the  film  is  very  good.  If 
you  would  know  my  picture,  you  would 
understand  my  work.” 

Concerning  the  much  disputed  film.  Miss 
Riefenstahl  said  there  is  only  one  print 
in  this  country  and  the  American  Olympic 
committee  has  it.  Boxoffice  then  asked 
her  if  it  was  true  that  she  had  closed  a 
distribution  deal  with  one  Duane  Esper,  as 
reported  on  the  coast. 

She  first  said  she  received  many  offers. 
But  then,  “I  have  nothing  to  do  with  busi- 
ness. This  is  my  ‘vacation.’  ” 

“Who  is  handling  the  film?” 

“The  Tobis  Company,”  she  replied. 
“When  it  is  possible  to  show  the  picture 
here,  they  will  send  a business  man  to 
arrange  for  it.” 

Later  in  the  group  interview.  Miss  Rie- 
fenstahl, displaying  considerable  tact  and 
charm,  flared  up  only  once.  When  she 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

He  Wont  Talk— 

Philip  Hill,  portly  British  financier, 
who  curtly  dismissed  reporters  seeking 
to  find  oiLt  if  he  is  here  to  buy  out 
Loew’s  and  20th-Fox’s  interest  in  GB, 
compromised  by  reluctantly  posing 
for  this  exclusive  Boxoffice  photo 
aboard  the  French  liner  He  de  France. 
Hill  is  now  in  Florida  where  reports 
have  it  that  he  is  conferring  ivith  the 
brothers  Schenck,  and  S.  R.  Kent.  But 
he  says  it  is  his  annual  Palm  Beach 
vacation. 


Central  American  Sales 
Meet  for  20th-Fox 

New  York — A sales  meeting  for  20th- 
Pox  managers  in  the  countries  of  Central 
America  will  be  held  in  Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad,  Jime  21.  It  is  the  first  time 
any  such  conclave  has  been  held  and  fol- 
lows inaugural  South  American  convention 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jime  1,  2 and  3. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president,  and  Walter 
J.  Hutchinson,  general  foreign  manager, 
will  attend  both  sessions  in  addition  to  the 
annual  Paris  and  London  meetings  early 
in  May. 

Representatives  from  Brazil,  Argentine, 
Peru,  Chile,  Bolivia  and  Paraguay  will  at- 
tend the  Rio  meeting.  At  the  Trinidad 
gathering,  managers  from  Cuba,  Mexico, 
Venezuela,  Colombia,  Panama  and  offices 
in  the  Caribbean  territoiT  will  be  present. 


was  describing  the  merits  of  her  film  and 
her  desire  for  the  public  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  it,  the  same  reporter  who 
had  questioned  her  about  what  would  hap- 
pen to  the  Jewish  producer  in  Germany, 
was  leaning  back  in  his  chair  relaxing. 

“Only  the  bad  things  you  write,”  she 
cried  out.  “Why  don’t  you  write  the  good 
things?” 

“What  do  you  expect  me  to  write?”  was 
his  reply. 

Miss  Riefenstahl  expressed  a great  deal 
of  admiration  for  Walt  Disney  whom  she 
called  a “very  great  artist.”  She  first 
told  the  Boxoffice  man  that  she  had  re- 
ceived an  invitation  from  the  Disney 
studios.  Later  to  the  press,  she  modified 


GB-Odeon  Merger 
Likelihood  Grows 

New  York — With  the  arrival  of  Philip 
Hill,  of  Philip  Hill  and  Partners,  British 
banking  house,  events  leading  to  the  final 
stage  in  the  Gaumont-British  and  Odeon 
Theatres  merger  in  London  appear  closer. 

Hill,  who  docked  on  the  French  liner 
He  de  France,  brushed  reporters  off  with 
the  statement,  “I’m  here  on  my  vacation.” 
Ostensibly  he  is  because  he  is  now  in  Flori- 
da. But  so,  by  coincidence,  are  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck  and  S.  R.  Kent,  who  as  rep- 
resentatives of  Loew’s  and  20th  Century- 
Fox  interest  in  Gaumont-British,  con- 
trol 49  per  cent  of  the  stock. 

Adding  to  the  speculation  of  Hill’s  visit 
was  the  presence  of  Ben  Smith,  Wall 
Street  figure,  who  went  down  the  bay  in 
the  cutter  to  meet  HiU.  Smith  would  not 
discuss  why  he  was  meeting  Hill  but  ap- 
parently will  play  some  part  in  the  deal. 

If  the  deal  goes  through,  it  will  merge 
between  500  and  600  theatres  in  England. 
Gaumont-British,  according  to  Samuel 
Harris,  British  trade  publisher  who  also 
was  on  board,  has  some  350  theatres 
evaluated  at  $80,000,000  and  Odeon  has 
approximately  250  houses  whose  evalu- 
ation is  close  to  $60,000,000. 

Meanwhile  in  one  quarter  of  London, 
it  is  claimed  that  distributors  there  are 
not  excited  over  the  contemplated  merger 
since  it  is  reportedly  regarded  as  a nat- 
ural consummation  of  interests.  Distribu- 
tors there  apparently  do  not  believe  there 
will  be  any  attempt  to  cut  down  rentals 
on  the  theory  good  product  is  essential, 
regardless  of  circuit  size. 

According  to  the  London  Daily  Film 
Renter,  Oscar  Deutsch,  chief  executive  in 
the  Odeon  circuit,  has  received  assurances 
from  high  executives  in  20th  Century-Fox 
that  they  would  welcome  Odeon  securing 
an  interest  in  Gaumont. 

Through  Metropolis  and  Bradford  Trust, 
Lcew’s  and  20th-Fox  control  49  per  cent 
in  GB.  The  extent  to  which  they  will 
relinquish  their  holdings  will  determine 
the  success  of  the  deal. 

Only  recently.  Hill  figured  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  82  theatres  by  Odeon  through 
the  flotation  of  $20,000,000  by  his  company. 
Over  18  months  ago,  Harris  reveals,  HUl 
was  instrumental  in  the  financial  setup 
which  gave  Odeon  control  of  over  100 
theatres. 


her  statement,  saying  “she  didn’t  want  to 
cause  trouble  about  the  invitation.” 

“How  about  Mr.  Disney’s  statement  which 
said  you  were  not  invited  to  visit  his 
studio?” 

“If  he  says  he  didn’t  invite  me,”  she 
flashed  back,  “it  is  not  true.”  And  that 
ended  that  subject. 

But  Miss  Riefenstahl  praised  California’s 
climate  and  said  she  “would  like  to  come 
back  again.” 

When,  she  wouldn’t  say. 
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A Doubtful  Wrinkle 
On  Italian  Status 

New  York — Although  some  confusion 
continues  to  be  present  on  the  Italian 
situation,  the  general  conclusion  is  that 
the  American  companies  have  not  jeopar- 
dized their  legal  position  in  resorting  to 
the  only  course  that  apparently  was  left 
open  to  them. 

Where  doubt  prevails  is  among  the  four 
companies,  RKO,  Columbia,  United  Art- 
ists and  Universal,  whose  licenses  were 
granted  a six-month  verbal  release  by  the 
Italian  government. 

Meanwhile  a cable  has  been  dispatched 
to  the  Italian  distributors  of  the  four  com- 
panies inquiring  how  the  latter  can  oper- 
ate under  the  law  and  still  fulfill  their 
contracts. 

Until  an  answer  is  received,  as  far  as 
these  four  are  concerned,  the  Italian 
situation  is  now  a closed  book. 

Arthur  M.  Loew,  in  one  of  his  infre- 
quent statements,  told  Boxoffice  there 
can  be  no  question  that  the  decree  es- 
tablishing a governmental  monopoly  nulli- 
fied all  contracts.  “It  is  important  to 
realize,”  he  points  out,  “that  the  dis- 
tributors of  the  four  companies  received 
only  verbal  releases.  Under  the  law,  that 
is  not  legal.” 


Levine  Leaves  Metro 
Hollywood — 111  health  has  forced  Nat 
Levine  to  leave  his  affiliation  with  Metro 
as  an  independent  producer,  after  com- 
pleting one  of  six  films  he  was  to  make 
for  the  company. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

He  May  Be  It — 

Ludwig  Lawrence,  Loew’s  manager  for 
continental  Europe  and  India,  as  he 
docked  in  New  York  for  huddles  with 
Arthur  Loew.  This  is  Lawrence’s  first 
visit  here  in  four  years.  His  report 
may  have  a hearing  on  future  conti- 
nental operations  of  the  Loew  organi- 
zation. 


Thinks  Quota  Act 
Needs  Revision 


New  York — If  the  British  quota  act  is 
to  do  the  English  producer  any  good,  it 
will  have  to  be  revised  is  the  opinion  of 
Samuel  Harris,,  publisher  of  the  London 
trade  paper.  The  Cinema.  He  arrived  here 
with  his  son,  Horace,  on  the  French  liner 
He  de  France. 

According  to  Harris,  the  quota,  act  was 
promulgated  at  a time  when  the  British 
producer  was  unprepared  for  it.  Today 
many  producers  are  bound  to  contracts 
which  were  made  during  the  discussion  of 
the  quota  bill  and  hinder  them  in  many 
respects. 

Harris  looks  for  considerable  building 
activity.  With  the  aid  of  his  son  who  is 
associated  with  Harris  & Gillow,  real  es- 
tate evaluators,  he  estimates  that  1939 
should  see  a little  more  than  two  the- 
atres built  a week. 

His  son  points  out  that  the  trend  is 
toward  the  construction  of  suburban  units. 
Theatre  building  in  England  during  1937, 
according  to  Horace  Harris,,  averaged  ap- 
proximately four  theatres  a week  but 
dropped  to  two  a week  the  following  year. 

Questioned  on  television,  the  elder  Har- 
ris reports  reception  is  well-nigh  perfect 
but  there  are  only  about  1,000  receiving 
sets  in  use. 

Both  Harrises  agree  that  business  for 
1939  should  perk  up  now  that  the  war 
crisis  is  over. 


Blumberg  and  Scully 
Make  Coast  Visit 

Hollyv/ood — Nate  J.  Blumberg,  presi- 
dent, and  William  A,  Scully,  general  sales 
manager,  are  here  from  New  York  to  con- 
fer with  Cliff  Work  and  Matthew  Fox 
on  Universal’s  preliminary  plans  for  next 
season.  Blumberg,  who  is  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Blumberg,  hopes  to  return  east  in 
ten  days  and  may  drop  in  at  Miami  on 
the  way. 

Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  sales,  arrived  over  the 
weekend,  but  leaves  for  New  York  in  time 
to  sail  for  South  America  about  Jan.  31. 


Exhibitors  Quiz  Campaign 
Contest  Over  Jan,  31 

New  York — The  contest  for  the  best 
exhibitors’  campaign  on  Motion  Pictures’ 
Greatest  Year  closes  January  31.  Judges 
who  will  determine  the  awards  are  Will 
H.  Hays,  Martin  Quigley,  A.  Mike  Vogel. 
“Chick”  Lewis,  Jay  Emanuel,  Jack  Ali- 
coate,  Roy  Chartier  and  Red  Kann. 


Believe  Zukor  Withdrawal 
From  F-P  Canadian  Near 

Ottawa— Adolph  Zukor,  one  of  the  three 
ti’ustees  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  un- 
der its  about-to-expire  voting  trust  agree- 
ment, is  expected  to  withdraw  from  that 
post  when  his  pact  runs  out  in  March. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Slleo 

Pere  et  Fils — 

Samuel  Harris,  publisher  of  the  Cinema, 
of  London,  here  with  son  Horace,  part- 
ner in  the  firm  of  Harris  & Gillow, 
specializing  in  theatre  real  estate  in 
England.  The  Harrises  plan  to  re-  . 
main  here  for  a few  days  and  then 
leave  for  the  coast  where  they  will 
spend  at  least  six  weeks. 

Plan  Wholly  Owned 
Fathe  Snbsidiary 

New  York— Formation  of  a wholly- 
owned  subsidiary  to  be  known  as  Pathe 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  with  authority  to  issue 
25,000  shares  of  common  stock  with  par 
value  is  among  the  proposals  outlined  in 
a proxy  statement  sent  to  preferred  and 
common  stockholders  of  Pathe  Film  Corp. 
A special  stockholders  meeting  is  slated  for 
February  16. 

The  statement  declares  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  Pathe’s  directors,  within  60  days 
after  consummation  of  the  proposed  plan, 
to  distribute  as  a dividend  to  common 
stockholders  50  per  cent  of  the  common, 
this  dividend  to  be  paid  in  the  ratio  of 
one  share  of  stock  of  the  new  company 
for  each  50  shares,  of  Pathe  common. 
Pathe’s  board  likewise  proposes  to  dis- 
tribute to  stockholders  the  remaining  50 
per  cent  of  common  in  the  new  company 
as  soon  as  it  is  deemed  practicable  with- 
in a period  of  two  years. 

Pathe’s  assets  consist  of  3,500  shares  of 
common  of  du  Pont  Film  Manufacturing 
Corp.,  65,866%  shares  of  Monogram  com- 
mon, past  due  notes  in  the  face  amount 
of  $248,000  of  RKO,  film  processing  lab- 
oratories at  Bound  Brook,  N.  J.,  and  New 
York  and  investments  in  subsidiaiw  com- 
panies. 

The  declared  purpose  of  the  plan  is,  the 
protection  of  the  company’s  du  Pont  hold- 
ings so  that  dividends  declared  upon  these 
shares,  which  have  been  substantial  over 
the  past  five  years,  may  be  made  avail- 
able for  distribution  to  stockholders  “in- 
stead of  being  subject  to  dissipation 
through  possible  losses  in  operations.” 

The  plan  provides  for  Pathe  to  dis- 
(Continued  on  page  26-D) 
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jyjONDAY  arrivals  from  the  coast  include 
Alexander  Korda  by  plane,  and  Manny 
Silverstone  and  Irving  Asher  by  train.  The 
reason  Asher  is  going  by  rail  is  that  he 
promised  the  missus  he  wouldn’t  fly  . . . 
Allie  Robertson,  a Kentucky  miss,  is  now 
handling  publicity  at  RKO  Pathe  News 
under  Louise  Rousseau  . . . Jack  LeVien, 
contact  man  for  RKO  Pathe  News,  spon- 
sored a ski  plane  to  the  Larentian  moun- 
tains over  the  weekend.  Three  members 
of  the  staff  are  remaining  as  official 
guests  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  to  take 
scenic  shots  . . . Hortense  Schorr  and 
brother  Jose  were  confined  at  home  all 
week  due  to  the  grippe  . . . Eddie  Golden 
was  in  Chicago  for  a few  days  . . . Jacques 
Grineff,  French  film  man,  returns  on  the 
French  liner  Champlain  Wednesday. 

To  the  plausible  chagrin  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  Music  Hall  and  the  justi- 
fiable delight  of  Messrs.  Irving  Lesser, 
Jack  Partington,  Homer  Harmon  and  Miss 
Gae  Foster,  is  the  very  enlightening  “A 
Reporter  at  Large”  yarn  in  this  week’s 
New  Yorker — which  tells  largely  of  the 
“happy  combination  of  dancer,  acrobat, 
and  trained  animal,”  which  are  the  Gae 
Foster  girls,  and  “the  regimented  dolls  who 
can  really  07ily  do  one  thing;  precision 
kicking,”  who  are  the  Music  Hall’s  Rock- 
ettes. 

A1  Rosen  begins  his  seventh  year  as 
manager  of  Loew’s  State  February  4 . . . 
Leonard  Picker,  Columbia  attorney,  has 
engaged  George  Hall  and  his  orchestra  and 
Dolly  Dawn,  vocalist,  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary rhytlims  for  the  Columbian’s  affair 
at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  February  25  . . . 
Louis  Phillips  and  Irving  Cohen  of  Para- 
mount’s legal  staff  were  in  Newbm’gh, 
N.  Y.,  Thursday  to  take  a deposition  from 
Harry  Friedman  of  Orange  County  Thea- 
tres, who  has  an  anti-trust  action  against 
the  major  distributors  and  others. 

Morris  Jacks  and  his  wife  left  Saturday 
to  spend  three  to  four  weeks  m Miami  . . . 
Leo  Justin  and  the  missus  head  for  a va- 
cation in  Mexico  the  end  of  February  . . . 
Bob  Benjamin  sailed  Friday  on  the  Si- 
boney  for  a month’s  cruise  to  Vera  Cruz 


Much  Better  Than 
Bank  Night 

Uxbridge,  Middlesex,  England  (by 
fast  raft) — Things  and  stuff  happen 
here,  in  the  quiet  surroundings  of  hills, 
sheep,  birds  and  bees,  just  as  they  do 
in  gay,  careless,  risque  cosmopolitan 
cities. 

Because  sweethearts  in  the  audience 
of  the  local  cinema  indulged  in  so 
much  kissing  and  cuddling  that  they 
distracted  the  attention  of  others,  a 
special  reserved  section  has  been  pro- 
vided for  lovers. 

It  seems  that  courting  couples  made 
so  much  noise  and  obstructed  the  view 
of  the  screen  so  completely  that  some 
patrons  complained.  The  complainers 
were  mostly  elderly  women.  Instead 
of  turning  the  lovers  into  the  street,  as 
the  grumblers  suggested,  the  new 
"Lovers'  Comer"  has  dimmer  lights 
for  encouragement  of  the  age-old  prac- 
tice. 

The  Vicar  of  Uxbridge  doesn't  like 
the  idea  at  all.  Other  clergymen 
opined  that  no  self-respecting  young 
man  would  take  his  girl  into  the  spe- 
cial kissing  seats. 

The  cinema  is  doing  very  well. 


. . . Milt  Kusell  visited  Albany  and  Buffalo 
the  early  part  of  the  week  . . . Joe  Unger 
is  expecting  to  head  for  southern  shores 
and  a vacation  in  a few  days  . . . Bryant 
Washburn,  the  former  actor,  is  in  Wash- 
ington on  a talent  limit  for  Jesse  L.  Lasky 
. . . Lyn-n  Farnol  got  back  from  the  coast 
Thursday  . . . Adolphe  Menjou  returned 
to  the  Hollywood  scene  after  a short  va- 
cation here  . . . Flora  Robson  returns  to 
England  as  soon  as  she  completes  her  part 
in  “Wuthering  Heights.” 

Ted  O’Shea  can’t  seem  to  shake  off  that 
cold,  which  has  been  hanging  on  much 
too  long  for  the  M-G-M  district  sales  man- 
ager . . . Dick  Powell,  in  town  for  a busi- 
ness trip,  returns  to  the  coast  Friday  . . . 


Sam  Rinzler  will  be  Honolulu-boimd  Fri- 
day. It’s  his  first  trip  there  and  he  insists 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  M-G-M  pic- 
ture of  the  same  name  . . . Johnny  Green- 
wald,  projectionist  on  the  M-G-M  lot,  is 
mourning  the  loss  of  his  mother.  Un- 
fortunately, due  to  weather  conditions,  he 
could  not  fly  in  for  the  funeral. 

Home  office  executives  luncheoned  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  prexy,  at  the 
Hickory  House  in  honor  of  his  25th  anni- 
versary in  the  industry.  Other  Monogram- 
rners  feted  at  the  same  occasion  were 
Hugh  G.  Davis,  associated  with  Johnston 
for  25  years;  Johnny  Harrington,  24  years; 
Madeleme  White,  18  years;  Nellie  Witting, 
18  years;  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  20  years; 
Moe  Gietz,  19  years;  J.  P.  Friedhoff,  15 
years,  and  Russell  Bell,  15  years.  Pete 
Fromkess,  treasurer,  is  now  on  the  coast 
to  help  ivhip  the  annual  report  into  shape. 

Abe  Schneider,  Columbia  treasurer,  is 
receiving  congratulations.  His  wife  gave 
birth  to  a seven-pound  baby  boy  at  the 
Fitch  Sanitarium  where  they  are  both  do- 
ing fine.  It’s  the  third  son  in  a row  for 
Abe  . . . Louise  Phesey,  Ben  Washer’s 
secretary,  has  no  use  for  a certain  trade 
paper  man.  He  gave  her  a piece  of  candy 
and  now  she  is  minus  a useful  molar  . . . 
Midnight  snacking  at  Lindy’s  were  Morris 
Helprin  and  wife  Katherine  Locke  . . . A1 
Lewin,  Paramount  producer,  is  Europe- 
bound  for  a vacation. 

George  Dem,bow  left  Sunday  for  a five- 
week  tour  of  National  Screen  exchanges  in 
Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Seattle,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
Dallas,  New  Orleans  and  Atlanta  . . . Bob 
Gillham,  during  his  Washington  visit, 
stopped  in  at  the  Department  of  Interior. 
He  also  dropped  in  on  Johnny  Payette  and 
Carter  Tate  Barron  and  Eddie  Fontaine 
. . . Morris  Shulman,  who  operates  the 
Rivoli,  Hartford,  has  returned  to  his  New 
England  quarters  after  attending  the  Al- 
lied convention  . . . Frank  Horning,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of  Maryland,  is  vaca- 
tioning. 

Charles  Hyde  of  the  Grand,  Pierre,  S.  D., 
(Continued  on  page  26-P) 


Their  Calling  Cards  Are  Now  in  New  York — cosmo-sii 

Janet  Gaynor  is  visiting  from  Hollywood.  Here  caught  with  her  mother  and  Adrian,  the  clothes  designer  with  whom  Miss 
Gaynor  is  being  romantically  linked.  On  the  right  is  Grade  Fields  welcomed  by  an  official  2Qth  Century-Fox  committee 
composed  of  Leonard  Gaynor,  gracing  the  left,  and  Earl  Wingart,  bulwarking  the  right. 
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Was  a Day  for 
The  Schaefers 


By  Bill  Ornstein  and  Leonard  Weisberg 

New  York — Science  is  a strange,  yet 
wonderful  thing,  if  you’re  interested.  It 
is  said  that  because  railroads  couldn’t 
find  a way  to  open  train  windows  they 
had  to  install  air  conditioning. 

One  of  the  newest  wrinkles  devised  by 
the  railroads  is  making  it  possible  for  two 
persons,  traveling  together  from  New  York 
to  Los  Angeles,  to  leave  Grand  Central 
Terminal  on  different  trains,  at  different 
hours,  and  arrive  on  the  coast  in  the  same 
train. 

This  happened  to  the  George  J.  Schae- 
fers, of  all  people,  on  Friday,  the  13th,  of 
all  days.  Fate  and  the  New  York  Central 
conspired  to  bring  about  this  strange  co- 
incidence of  the  Schaefers  departing  on 
different  trains  and  yet  arriving  in  Cali- 
fornia on  the  same  choo-choo. 

On  the  jinx  day,  an  assortment  of  mor- 
tals, with  only  good  wishes  in  their  souls, 
were  on  hand  to  bid  the  RKO  president 
and  his  wife  a happy  and  eventful  jour- 
ney. The  Schaefers  got  their  eventful 
journey  all  right,  but  not  until  after  the 
mortals’  nerves  got  a free  ride. 

As  a result,  as  results  and  mortals  go, 
the  Schaefers,  the  Ned  E.  Depinets,  a 
couple  of  Boxoffice  reporters,  a camera- 
man, the  emergency  passenger  division  of 
the  New  York  Central,  Mrs.  “Tootsie”  Bart- 
lett, Margaret  Cammack,  both  sisters-in- 
law  of  Depinet;  Schaefer’s  secretary,  a 
few  railroad  goodwill  cementers,  and  Sid- 
ney Bidden,  Famous  Artists  representa- 
tive, will  probably  hate  snow  storms  the 
rest  of  their  days. 

At  about  5:30  p.  m.,  two  Boxoffice  news 
sleuths  were  on  hand  to  see  Schaefer  and 
Depinet  off  to  Hollywood,  where  product 
conferences  demand  their  presence.  Bid- 
dell,  first  to  show  up,  said  he  planned 
making  a special  trip  as  far  as  Harmon 
so  that  he  could  discuss  a private  busi- 
ness matter  with  Schaefer  on  the  train. 
A few  minutes  later,  Depinet  put  in  his 
appearance  and,  spotting  his  sisters-in- 
law,  armed  them  into  an  adjoining  bev- 
erage parlor.  After  the  business  of  what 
usually  goes  on  in  a beverage  parlor,  the 
trio  made  for  the  train  where  the  Depi- 
nets Cook-toured,  sans  the  usual  descrip- 
tive literature. 

At  5:55,  Schaefer  appeared  in  the  cav- 
ernous ante  room  that  is  Grand  Central 
station.  He  impatiently  scanned  the  snow- 
capped headgear  of  multitudinous  com- 
muters for  an  image  which  normally  re- 
sembles Mrs.  S.  Time  wore  on  quickly, 
as  time  has  a habit  of  doing,  and  be- 
fore the  snow  had  melted  on  the  head- 
gear  of  the  multitudinous  commuters,  it 
was  precisely  5:58,  when  Mr.  S.  dashed 
down  the  trainshed  ramp  in  the  hope  of 
finding  the  missing  Mrs.  S. 

Of  course,  Mrs.  S.  wasn’t  there,  or  any- 
where near  there,  as  a group  of  mortals — 
well-wishers  to  the  last — refused  to  be- 
lieve. Audible  remarks  coming  from  the 
direction  of  two  minked  patrons  suggest- 


They  Made  It — 

Up  mid  smilingly  came  the  Depinets. 
They  were  on  time  for  the  20th  Cen- 
tury’s departure. 


He  Almost  Made  It — 

George  J.  Schaefer,  mixed  up  hy  snow- 
storms and  Mrs.  Schaefer.  He  had  to 
switch  his  plans. 


But  She  Missed  It — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


In  the  final  melee,  Mrs.  Schaefer’s  train  left  without  her.  This  is  a comforting 
scene  as  Margaret  Cammack  (left),  Schaefer’s  secretary  (next),  and  Mrs. 
“Tootsie”  Bartlett  (right),  console  the  passenger  who  didn’t  make  the  time- 
table. 


ed  that  maybe  the  adjoining  beverage  par- 
lor idea  has  its  place  in  life,  but  possibly, 
not  on  Friday,  the  13th. 

With  time  plaguing  its  way,  much  to 
the  distraction  of  all  concerned,  the  stark- 
naked  fact  remained  that  something  had 
to  be  done.  Red  signal  lamps,  indicat- 
ing a one-minute  departure  interval,  have 
a habit  of  conveying  a particularly  jit- 
teiY  and  altogether  uncomfortable  feeling. 
Mr.  S.,  therefore,  rushed  over  to  the  lamp 
swinger  and  demanded  he  hold  up  the 
train  for  another  moment  or  two.  But 
the  damage  had  been  done.  The  signal 
had  been  given  to  the  engineer.  But  Mr. 
S.,  nevertheless,  scampered  out  of  the 
trainshed  into  the  station  in  a final  himt 
for  his  wife. 

It  was  now  a matter  of  consoling  Mr.  S., 
which  the  well-wishers  succeeded  in  do- 
ing. But  it  was  plain  Mr.  S.  wanted  a 
train  and  not  consolation.  And  it  was 
Bill  Gangenbach,  passenger  representative, 
who  had  the  train.  It  was  the  Knicker- 
bocker, a regular  6:05  departure  for  St. 
Louis,  which  normally  gets  into  Harmon, 
N.  Y.,  five  minutes  behind  the  Century. 

Apparently  the  schooling  of  a passenger 
representative  calls  for  a four-star  rating 
as  against  a blank  for  a red  signal  lamp 
juggler.  Because  the  star  in  this  four- 
star  thriller  took  it  upon  himself  to  hold 
the  Century  at  Harmon  until  Mr.  S.’s 


Knickerbocker  got  there  for  a moveover 
run. 

Now  the  complications  really  start,  par- 
ticularly if  one  is  not  versed  in  algebraic 
equations  of  mind  over  matter  and  what 
it  takes  to  have  two  trains  meet  at  a focal 
point  after  the  sun  goes  down.  You  un- 
derstand, of  course.  But,  the  once  well- 
wishing  mortals  didn’t. 

Because  although  these  observers  had 
firmly  settled  Mr.  S.  on  the  Knickerbocker, 
Mr.  S.  apparently  wasn’t  firmly  settled. 
It  developed  that  a well-meaning  indi- 
vidual, his  identity  still  unknown,  inform- 
ed Mr.  S.  the  nearby  Wolverine,  slated  to 
depart  at  6:15,  would  beat  the  Century 
into  Harmon  by  five  minutes,  thereby  al- 
lowing even  an  extra  ten  minutes  in  case 
Mrs.  S.  should  show  up.  This  develop- 
ment had  not  reached  the  ears  of  the 
well-wishers  who,  by  now,  were  in  the 
cavernous  ante  room  that  is  Grand  Cen- 
tral terminal  scanning  the  snow-capped 
headgear  of  a new  batch  of  commuters. 
They,  too,  were  anxious  to  find  the  now 
mysterious  Mrs.  S. 

And,  of  all  things,  along  came  Mrs.  S. 
at  precisely  6:13.  Out  of  breath,  but  with 
nerves  strangely  calm,  she  was  quietly  in- 
formed of  her  plight.  This,  mind  you,  at 
the  identical  moment  Mr.  S.  was  on  the 
Wolverine  with  two  minutes  leeway  in 
(Continued  on  page  26-G) 
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Distribution  Rates  for  All  UA 
Producers  Take  Drastic  Cut 


Hollywood — A drastic  reduction  of  dis- 
tribution rates  for  all  UA  producers  on  a 
sliding  scale,  diminishing  as  grosses  on  a 
picture  increase,  was  announced  by 
Maurice  Silverstone,  executive  committee 
chairman,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  com- 
pany’s annual  stockholders’  meeting  here 
in  which  points  of  difference  apparently 
were  brushed  aside. 

The  plan,  retroactive  to  Jan.  1,  1938, 
calls  for  the  immediate  refund  to  mem- 
ber-producers of  “considerable  sums.” 

A vote  of  confidence  was  given  to  Sil- 
verstone by  stockholders,  who  declared  the 
meeting  the  “most  harmonious  and  pro- 
ductive” in  UA’s  history. 

All  producers  declared  themselves  as 
highly  gratified  with  the  company’s  new 
sales  program.  Silverstone  invited  “oth- 
ers with  quality  pictures”  to  join  the  UA 
family  and  announced  a decided  increase 
in  the  number  of  films  the  company  will 
handle  in  1939-40.  No  specific  figure 
was  mentioned. 

James  Roosevelt  was  elected  Goldwyn’s 
director  on  the  UA  board,  succeeding 
James  Mulvey,  resigned. 

Over  and  above  the  “kickback”  to  all 
producers,  however,  the  statement  was 
significantly  silent  on  the  division  of  the 
stockholders’  melon  and  the  status  of 
Selznick  International  in  the  UA  lineup. 

Lynn  Farnol,  advertising-publicity  chief, 
returned  to  New  York  after  attending  the 
initial  sessions  and  discussing  exploitation 
campaigns  on  forthcoming  films  with  Ed 
Small  and  Hal  Roach. 


March  of  Time  Feature 
Plans  Still  Brewing 

New  York — March  of  'Time  is  still  brew- 
ing plans  for  its  announced  feature  and 
new  series  of  shorts  and  expects  to  final- 
ize them  out  of  a number  of  ideas  now 
currently  in  work. 

Distribution  appears  set  through  RKO. 


But  Was  the  Other 
Half  Shaved? 

Hollywood — Cecilia  Parker  was  at 
home  preparing  the  dinner  the  other 
night.  Husband  Dick  Baldwin  was  half 
shaved  when  the  lights  went  out.  The 
main  power  line  apparently  was  at 
fault.  The  couple  then  settled  down 
for  a candlelit  evening. 

At  4 a.  m.,  it  is  reported,  they  were 
awakened.  Lights  went  on,  the  radio 
blared,  the  electric  mixer  and  shaver 
went  whirring.  They  had  forgotten  to 
turn  off  the  switches.  Did  Baldwin  re- 
sume shaving  the  other  half  of  his 
face? 

That's  the  point. 


Events  Crowd  In 
At  Paramount 

Hollywood — As  time  marches  on,  and 
the  sun  beats  down,  and  the  rain 
strives  for  its  place  in  the  sun,  these 
are  the  happenings  among  a group  of 
Paramounteers: 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  has  approved  the 
manufacture  of  riding  boots  which  will 
bear  his  name,  being  on  exact  dupli- 
cate of  the  style  he  wears. 

Bob  Burns  has  taken  out  a Lloyds 
policy  on  the  cabin  in  which  he  does 
his  writing  at  the  rear  of  his  Canoga 
Park  home. 

Don  Ameche  has  a taxi  call  for  him 
in  the  morning  and  night  and  changes 
places  with  the  driver  so  he  can  get 
the  "feel''  of  the  job  for  a new  role. 

Dorothy  Lamour  is  being  outfitted 
with  an  ultra-smart  wardrobe — which 
are  definitely  unlike  sarongs — but  she 
will  do  a harem  number. 


A Variety  Tent  for  N.  Y, 
May  Be  Long  Way  Off 

New  York — It  may  be  a long  time  be- 
fore a local  Variety  Club  is  established. 
Although  Johnny  Harris  of  Pittsburgh, 
founder  of  the  idea,  is  very  much  in 
favor  of  organizing  a local  tent,  there  is 
no  such  enthusiasm  in  executive  film 
circles. 

It  is  figured  that  both  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Club  and  Cinema  Club  were  short 
lived  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  follow 
in  similar  steps.  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  had 
been  approached  to  organize  the  metro- 
politan tent,  but  turned  it  down  due  to 
the  pressure  of  trade  practice  meetings 
and  visits  to  the  coast  on  business. 

Not  much  headway  is  being  made  in 
Chicago,  it  is  learned,  where  Jack  Flynn, 
M-G-M  district  manager,  had  to  forego 
his  leadership  in  a campaign  to  organize 
because  of  other  duties. 

Loew's  Stockholders  Meet 
After  Minority  Ruling 

New  York — No  date  will  be  set  for  the 
annual  Loew  stockholders’  meeting  imtil 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente 
hands  down  a decision  in  the  suit  filed  by 
minority  stockholders  agjiinst  directors  and 
executives. 

"Little  Flower"  Eastern 
Rights  to  Principal 

New  York  — Principal  Film  Exchange 
has  acquired  eastern  distribution  from 
Harry  Lashinsky  for  “The  Little  Flower 
of  Jesus,”  all-talking  English  picture  which 
is  a biography  of  St.  Therese. 


Paramount  Awaits 
Appeal  Ruling 

New  York — Paramount  attorneys  are 
not  expecting  the  supreme  court  to  hand 
down  a decision  until  January  31  or  Feb- 
ruary 6 on  the  company’s  appeal  from  the 
lower  Texas  court  ruling  that  Interstate 
and  major  distributors  combined  and  con- 
spired to  control  exhibition  and  prices  in 
Dallas. 

Louis  Phillips  of  Paramoimt’s  home  of- 
fice legal  staff  spept  the  weekend  in 
Chicago  on  the  B&K  anti-trust  suit.  He 
also  participated  in  the  hearings  before 
the  supreme  court  on  the  Dallas  case  with 
George  S.  Wright,  representing  Inter- 
state. 

Sunday  Show  Bill  Being 
Drawn  in  Delaware 

Dover,  Del. — A bill  to  legalize  Sunday 
motion  pictures  in  Delaware  is  being  drawn 
up  for  presentation  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture in  session  here.  The  measure  will 
provide  that  theatres  may  open  after  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  that  the 
showing  of  films  may  continue  through 
Sunday  evening.  There  probably  will  be  a 
clause  providing  for  the  referendum  in 
cities  and  towns. 

Similar  bills  legalizing  Sunday  shows  in 
Delaware  introduced  in  previous  legisla- 
tures always  have  been  defeated,  the  ob- 
jection coming  from  influential  church 
groups. 

Decision  Still  Pends  On 
Paramount's  Writ  Bid 

New  York — No  decision  has  been  made 
by  Supreme  Court  Justice  Samuel  I.  Ros- 
enman  on  Paramount’s  petition  for  an  in- 
junction against  Ben  Blumenthal  continu- 
ing with  his  suit  against  the  company  in 
England  on  an  alleged  deal  for  the  sale  of 
Paramount’s  theatre  holdings  there.  Para- 
mount also  asks  that  jurisdiction  of  the 
case  be  transferred  to  New  York  inasmuch 
as  foreign  operations  are  controlled  from 
here. 


New  Trust  Suit 
In  Miami 

Miami — The  Washington  and  Gar- 
den Operating  Co.  has  filed  an  anti- 
trust suit  under  the  Clayton  and  Sher- 
man acts  against  eight  majors,  the 
Wometco  circuit  and  Paramount  Thea- 
tres seeking  $432,000  damages  on 
charges  of  monopoly. 

The  company  seeks  an  injunction 
against  enforcement  of  the  current  first 
run  clearance  of  150  days,  which  it 
terms  the  longest  protection  period  in 
America,  and  which  it  wants  cut  to 
seven  days.  A ban  is  sought  on  duals. 

Herman  Weingarten  is  president  of 
the  plaintiff  company. 
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RKO  Revamp  Plan 
Sped  by  Approval 

New  York — With  the  signing  by  Judge 
William  O.  Bondy  of  an  order  approving, 
not  confirming,  a modified  plan  of  re- 
organization for  RKO,  machinery  was  put 
to  work  over  the  weekend  that  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  final  steps  before  con- 
firmation, this,  assuming  that  the  suf- 
ficient majority  of  acceptances  are  not 
withdrawn. 

The  order  approves  the  plan,  confirm- 
ing Special  Master  Alger’s  report,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions.  Foremost  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  shares  alloted  to  Rockefeller 
Center  from  500,000  to  415,000,  bringing 
a similar  reduction  in  its  claim  from 
$5,000,000  to  $4,150,000.  RKO’s  contingent 
interest  in  operation  of  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  is  eliminated. 

It  also  denies  the  petitions  and  motions 
of  minority  stockholders  who  have  object- 
ed to  the  plan,  clarifies  and  groups  cred- 
itors and  stockholders  and  allows,  for  pur- 
poses of  the  plan,  the  claims  of  Central 
Hanover  Bank  & Trust  Co.,  as  successor 
trustee  under  an  indenture  of  RKO,  under 
which  the  ten-year,  six  per  cent  gold 
debentures  of  RKO  were  issued  in  the 
amount  of  $11,600,000,  subject  to  final  ad- 


Water  Color — John  M.  Sitton 


justment,  and  that  of  City  Bank-Farmers 
Trust  Co.,  as  successor  trustee  under  an- 
other indenture  of  RKO  covering  $1,118,- 
500,  principal  amount  of  extended  six  per 
cent  notes  of  RKO,  and  $1,696,000  of  such 
notes  not  extended,  also  subject  to  ad- 
justment at  the  court’s  discretion. 

Ross  Honors  Managers  in 
Cincinnati  and  Dallas 

New  York — C.  R.  Corradini  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  Harold  W.  Keitle,  Dallas  branch 
manager,  are  winners  of  two  .silver  cups 
given  by  Ross  Federal  Service  each  year 
to  branch  managers  who  have  shown  high- 
est efficiency  and  initiative  in  the  opera- 
tion of  their  offices. 

Horace  Free,  manager  in  Buffalo,  is 
winner  of  a free  winter  vacation,  donated 
by  Harry  A.  Ross,,  president,  to  the  mana- 
ger who  has  shown  most  progress  in  all 
departments  as  well  as  personal  efficiency. 


Pastels — Bradshaw  Crandell 


National  Theatres 
Renews  With  NSS 


New  York — Continuing  its  uninterrupt- 
ed service  with  National  Screen  Service, 
National  Theatres  has  closed  again  for  a 
year’s  contract  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  company’s  trailers.  The  first  group  of 
theatres  signed  under  this  agreement  was 
the  195  units  of  the  west  coast  division, 
under  supervision  of  Charles  Skouras. 

Before  embarking  on  a Em'opean  trip, 
Skouras  admitted  experimenting  with 
trailers  of  varying  lengths,  but  took  oc- 
casion to  compliment  NSS  on  its  efforts 
to  keep  up  with  the  tempo  of  the  times 
in  meeting  the  requirements  of  his  chain. 


"And  Now  Where" — Rockwell  Kent 


Lithograph — Edward  A.  Wilson  Color  Litho — Emil  Ganso 

Art  Contributions  to  Aid  the  Nazi  Oppressed — 

Part  of  the  contributed  art  assembled  for  the  Motion  Picture  Art  Fund  for  German  Refugees.  Sale  of  tickets  at  25  cents 
each  is  being  conducted  nationally  through  all  exchanges. 
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lA  and  Three  Defiant  Unions 
Are  Ironing  Out  Problems 


None  Follows  Credit 
Move  by  Republic 


Withdrawal,  within  the  near  future,  of 
several  petitions  now  pending  before  the 
national  labor  relations  board  involving 
the  lATSE  is  the  optimistic  prediction  of 
Herb  Sorrell,  business  manager  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Painters  Local,  as  a result 
of  conferences  now  being  held  between  the 
lATSE  and  three  challenging  imions,  and 
in  which  Sorrell  and  J.  W.  Buzzell,  of  the 
Central  Labor  Council,  are  acting  as 
mediators. 

Tire  jurisdictional  arguments  were  filed 
by  the  Motion  Picture  Technicians  Com- 
mittee, the  Studio  Utility  Employes  and 
the  American  Society  of  Cinematograph- 
ers, all  asking  the  NLRB  to  certify  them 
as  bargaining  agents  for  their  respective 
crafts.  The  NLRB  had  already  indefi- 
nitely postponed  hearings  on  the  petitions. 

Producers  are  huddling  with  the  Screen 
Set  Designers  to  draft  a basic  working 
conditions  agreement,  following  NLRB 
certification  of  the  SSD,  while  the  Script 
Clerks  Guild  is  opening  negotiations  to 
revise  its  existing  pact.  Producer  spokes- 
men further  indicated  that  final  agree- 
ment as  to  revisions  in  the  Society  of  Film 
Editors  contract  will  be  reached  shortly, 
after  several  weeks  of  discussion. 

The  NLRB  is  making  a survey  of  maids, 
window  cleaners  and  janitors  at  20th 
Century-Fox  to  determine  whether  a ma- 
jority belongs  to  the  Building  Service  Em- 
ployes Union.  If  the  survey  is  favorable, 
the  BSEU  will  ask  the  studio  to  draft  a 
working  agreement. 


Placement  Pace  Behind 
That  Set  by  Wages 

An  official  report  from  Central  Casting 
Corp.  reveals  that,  although  the  average 
daily  wage  for  extras  rose  75  cents  in  1938 
over  1937,  both  the  total  placements  and 
the  total  amount  spent  by  the  nine  major 
studios  dropped  under  the  previous  year. 

Extras  found  264,268  days  of  work  in 
1938,  as  compared  to  294,307  in  1937.  They 
earned  $2,848,445.68,  approximately  four 
and  a half  per  cent  less  than  the  $2,- 
$986,372,89  paid  them  in  1937. 

Average  daily  wage  was  $10.78;  aver- 
age daily  placement  was  844.  Of  these 
567  were  men;  236  women,  and  41  children. 

"Human  Interest"  Serial 
Bought  by  Paramount 

Paramount  makes  its  second  sally  into 
consideration  of  radio  serials  of  a socio- 
logical and  “human  interest”  nature  as 
possible  screen  material,  with  the  pur- 
chase of  film  rights  to  “I  Want  a Divorce.” 
George  Arthur  will  produce,  the  property 
being  acquired  from  Emil  Brisacher  and 
Co.,  San  Francisco  advertising  agency. 

More  than  a year  ago,  the  studio 
bought  the  screen  rights  to  “One  Man’s 
Family,”  imported  its  author,  Carleton 
Morse,  to  do  the  adaptation  and,  after 
considerable  time  and  money  had  been 
expended,  abandoned  the  project  as  un- 
suitable for  films. 


W.  Buggies  to  Columbia: 
Levine  Leaving  Metro 

Wesley  Ruggles  joins  Columbia  as  pro- 
ducer-director, on  a long  term  contract, 
when  he  has  completed  “Invitation  to 
Happiness”  at  Paramount.  No  plans  have 
been  announced  as  to  his  first  Columbia 
chore. 

Ill  health  has  forced  Nat  Levine  to 
check  out  of  his  M-G-M  affiliation  as  in- 
dependent producer  making  pictures  for 
Metro  release.  He  embarks  on  a six-month 
vacation  when  “Four  Girls  in  White,”  his 
first  feature  for  M-G-M,  has  been  pre- 
viewed and  released.  He  was  to  have 
made  six  for  the  company. 

Columbia  has  purchased  John  Carroll’s 
acting  contract  from  Monogram  and  has 
handed  Carroll  a new  long-term  ticket. 
Maurice  Revnes,  who  recently  wound  up 
as  a member  of  Paramount’s  production 
staff,  has  been  signed  for  a similar  post 
at  M-G-M. 

Lon  Chaney  jr.,  has  left  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox contract  list,  with  Jack  Haley 
due  to  go  next,  his  option  not  being  picked 
up.  Going  free-lance  is  Ian  Hunter,  after 
several  years  on  the  Warner  contract  list. 

Gabe  Yorke  has  gone  on  loan-out  from 
the  Hays  office  to  aid  Russell  Birdwell  in 
checking  historical  accuracy  of  publicity 
on  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  doubling  up  on 
his  work  at  the  producers’  association. 


At  Least  Another  From 
Pascal  on  Metro  List 

M-G-M  will  distribute  at  least  one  more 
of  Gabriel  Pascal’s  films  based  on  plays  by 
George  Bernard  Shaw  during  the  year, 
but  further  than  that  has  no  knowledge 
of  Pascal’s  future  production  plans.  Pas- 
cal, whose  “Pygmalion,”  made  in  England, 
is  now  in  release,  leaves  for  Great  Britain 
within  a few  weeks  to  prepare  “The  Devil’s 
Disciple,”  second  Shaw  play  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  celluloid. 

Metro  spokesmen  were  unable  to  say 
whether  Pascal  would  return,  however, 
and  would  not  venture  predictions  as  to 
whether  the  English  producer  might  sign 
to  make  one  or  more  pictures  at  the  com- 
pany’s Culver  City  plant. 


ludith  Allen  Signed 

Bennie  F.  Zeidman  has  signed  Judith 
Allen  to  star  in  “The  Great  Diamond  Mys- 
tery” and  “Ladies  in  Prison,”  two  of  his 
forthcoming  quota  for  Majestic  Pictures. 


Dwan  on  "Gorilla" 

Allan  Dwan  has  been  assigned  to  direct 
“The  Gorilla”  at  20th  Century-Fox.  The 
Harry  Joe  Brown  production,  rolling 
January  23,  features  the  Ritz  Brothers  and 
Peter  Lorre. 


While  the  move  by  Republic  to  drop  all 
credits,  save  title  and  cast,  from  the 
opening  of  its  pictures  and,  instead,  add 
them  at  the  end  was  received  with  gen- 
eral approbation  by  Hollywood,  there  have 
been  no  indications  of  similar  immediate 
action  on  the  part  of  other  studios. 

Furthermore,  it  is  not  the  first  time 
such  an  attempt  has  been  made,  several 
studios  in  years  past  having  adopted  simi- 
lar policies.  The  order  by  Herbert  Yates, 
Republic  chieftain,  however,  specifies  that 
the  procedure  be  followed  in  all  forth- 
coming product. 

General  opinion  is  that  if  the  precedent 
set  by  Yates  is  followed  by  other  companies 
at  all,  it  will  not  be  until  current  negotia- 
tions between  producers  and  members  of 
the  writers  and  directors  guilds  for  bar- 
gaining agreements  have  been  concluded — 
as  allocation  of  screen  credits  for  these 
crafts  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
closed  shop  parleys.  So  far,  SDG  and 
SWG  members  are  powerless  to  protest 
the  Yates  move. 


Two  Studios  Plan  Films 
On  Musicians  Career 

Hollywood’s  increasing  interest  in  his- 
torical and  biographical  topics  in  keeping 
with  the  production  center’s  new  Ameri- 
canism policy  finds  the  career  of  Stephen 
Foster,  recognized  as  one  of  our  nation’s 
greatest  musicians,  due  for  filmization  on 
no  less  than  two  lots. 

David  O.  Selznick  has  announced  plans 
to  produce  “Swanee,”  based  on  Foster’s 
life,  and  has  assigned  his  research  de- 
partment to  correlate  all  available  infor- 
mation concerning  the  composer. 

Warner,  also,  has  added  a subject  deal- 
ing with  Foster  to  its  forthcoming  sched- 
ule of  historical  short  subjects.  Crane 
Wilbur  will  direct. 


Colonial  Printer  s Life 
A Metro  Shorts  Topic 

Adding  further  to  the  studio’s  quota 
of  Americanism  topics,  Metro  has  as- 
signed Sam  Chain  and  Donald  Baruch  to 
script  “John  Peter  Zengler,”  life  of  the 
American  Revolutionary  printer,  for  use 
as  one  of  the  shorts  department’s  “Minia- 
ture” series. 

Zengler  strove  strenuously  to  assure 
freedom  of  the  press  in  this  coimtry. 


"Naughty  But  Nice"  Will 
Be  Sheridan  Starrer 

Warner  will  boost  Arm  Sheridan  to  star- 
dom in  “Naughty  But  Nice,”  original  by 
Jerry  Wald  and  Richard  Macauley,  which 
Ray  Enright  will  direct.  Maxie  Rosen- 
bloom  and  Ronald  Reagan  have  support- 
ing roles,  with  production  to  start  shortly. 
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This  being  open  season  for  sundry 
committees  to  formulate  the  modus 
operandi  for  selecting  the  annual 
Academy  awards,  a few  suggestions  may 
be  in  order  concerning  additions  to  the 
list  of  cinematic  kudos  par  excellence; 

A gold  statuette  to  the  Hollywood  cor- 
respondent or  columnist  who  has  not 
claimed  to  be  the  first  to  inform  a more 
or  less  breathless  world  that  Vivien  Leigh 
had  been  cast  as  Scarlett  O’Hara. 

A silver  Oscar  to  the  member  of  the 
same  gentry  who  refrains  from  entering 
into  sustained  provocative  discussion  re- 
garding the  wisdom  of  selecting  a British 
actress  to  portray  a Civil  War  era  South- 
ern belle. 

A pewter  award  to  Dave  Selznick  for 
finally  breaking  down  and  selecting  some- 
body— anybody — for  the  part. 

A tin  mantel-dust-gatherer  to  everyone 
who  resists  the  temptation  of  making  the 
obvious  observation,  “So  what?” 

And,  above  all,  a platinum  statuette, 
lavishly  set  with  diamonds,  to  Herbert 
Yates  for  deciding  to  eliminate  the  seem- 
ingly endless  list  of  credits  from  the  open- 
ings of  Republic  pictures,  which  hereafter 
will  list  only  the  title  and  cast  and  tack 
the  myriad  other  acknowledgements  on  at 
the  end. 

From  Metro’s  praisery  comes  the  an- 
nouncement: 

“The  smallest  elephant  in  America, 
loeight  650  pounds,  yesterday  arrived  in 
Hollywood  for  use  in  M-G-M’s  ‘Tarzan  in 
Exile.’  Elephant  stands  45  inches  high.” 

Which  is,  at  least,  a start  toward  even- 
ing the  score,  since  some  of  the  biggest 
white  elephants  in  the  world  have  been 
shipped  from  Hollywood  for  lo!  these 
many  years. 

Disproving  the  hackneyed  film  capital  bro- 
mide "they  never  come  back/'  and— 
parenthetically — calling  for  a nod  of  approval 
in  the  direction  of  Universal  City,  is  the  an- 
nouncement that  Bela  Lugosi  has  been 
awarded  a five-year  acting  contract  with 


that  studio  resulting  from  his  performance  in 
"The  Son  of  Frankenstein."  It  was  a long 
and  heartbreaking  fight  for  Lugosi,  who  at- 
tained the  pinnacle  nearly  a decade  ago 
when  "Frankenstein"  launched  a vogue  for 
horror  pictures,  and  plunged  to  the  depths 
when  public  tastes  tired  of  the  chiller-dramas. 

As  further  proof  of  the  deplorable  lack 
of  originality  on  the  part  of  Hollywood’s 
title-thinker-uppers,  audiences  during  the 
next  few  months  will  be  regaled  with  more 
“kids”  than  Bing  Crosby.  In  production 
or  proposed  for  near-future  filming  are 
“The  Oklahoma  Kid”  and  “The  Kid  From 
Kokomo”  at  Warner;  a Jane  Withers 
starrer,  “The  Texas  Kid,”  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, and  now  M-G-M  adds  to  the 
general  confusion  by  announcing  “The  Kid 
From  Texas”  as  the  next  vehicle  for  Den- 
nis O’Keefe. 

If  the  film  makers  insist  upon  desig- 
nating their  epics  by  reference  to  the 
juvenility  and  point  of  geographic  origin 
of  the  leading  characters,  the  public 
might  not  be  spared  through  such  varia- 
tions as: 

“The  Punk  From  Podunk,”  “The  Tot 
From  Toledo,”  “The  Moppet  From  Mobile,” 
“The  Yonkers  Youngster,”  “The  Lad  From 
Labrador.” 

It  might  be  a good  idea  for  modern 
screen  writers,  as  well  as  those  members 
of  the  Hays  office  whose  responsibility  it 
is  to  pass  on  scripts,  to  familiarize  them- 


selves with  the  genesis  and  original  sig- 
nificance of  certain  slang  appellations  . . . 
If  they  did,  it  is  a certainty  that  referring 
to  an  individual  as  “a  jerk,”  which  was 
done  in  Warner’s  “King  of  the  Under- 
world,” would  not  be  permitted. 

Despite  its  logical  explanation,  Republic 
threw  a good  title  overboard  in  favor  of  a 
weaker  one  when  it  changed  “Wagons 
Westward”  to  “Man  of  Conquest.”  The 
explanation:  Audiences  might  think  the 
high-budgeted  super -special,  under  its 
original  title,  was  just  another  Gene  Autry 
sagebrusher. 


Discovered:  One  Hollywoodian  who  had 
something  nice  to  say  about  Leni  Riefen- 
stahl.  Actress-Columnist  Hedda  Hopper 
gushes  "...  I met  her  the  other  day.  She's 
perfectly  charming,  and  I believe  her  picture 
made  with  the  Olympics  as  a background, 
and  without  propaganda,  will  be  shown  here 
during  the  next  six  months  . . . Why  shouldn't 
we  be  allowed  to  see  them?" 

Those  who  head  the  industry  that  liberally 
supports  Mesdame  Hopper,  and  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  what  the  policies  and  bigotries 
of  Leni  and  her  Aryan  playmates  have  cost 
the  studios,  individually  and  collectively, 
would  have  a ready  and  convincing  answer 
to  Hedda's  query — if  they  took  it  seriously 
enough  to  feel  it  warranted  a reply. 

Undisputed  winner  of  the  nod  for  the 
most  maudlin,  unprintable  and  generally 
useless  publicity  release  of  the  week  is 
George  “East  Lynne”  Brown,  Columbia’s 
concoctor  of  publicity  puffs,  who  offers  the 
following  to  a long-suffering  public: 

“The  makeup  artist  was  waiting  patient- 
ly just  off  scene  with  a complete  tear-in- 
ducing  equipment,  glycerin,  ammonia  and 
bottled  essence  of  onions — all  guaranteed 
to  bring  tears  to  the  driest  eyes.  But 
Maureen  O’Sullivan  waved  him  aside.  Her 
sentimental  Irish  heart  had  been  stirred 
by  the  pure  emotions  of  her  part.  Her 
deep  blue  eyes  were  filling  with  tears — 
real  tears.” 


Ghouls,  Gangsters  and  Grim 


Whatever  the  week’s  lineup  of  previews 
may  have  lacked  in  distinctive  excellence, 
Hollywood’s  corps  of  critics  and  other 
after-the-game-quarterbacks  were  treated 
to  a more-than-usually  varied  cross-sec- 
tion of  current  cinematic  entertainment, 
the  eight  pictures  screened  running  the 
range  from  light,  farcical  comedy  to  spine- 
tingling  horror  and  from  documentary 
sociology  to  racketeering. 

Widely  differentiated  as  to  type,  but 
comparable  as  good  entertainment  in  the 
big  boxoffice  category,  were  Universal’s 
“The  Son  of  Frankenstein”  and  Warner’s 
“Wings  of  the  Navy.”  The  former,  which 
marks  the  beginning  of  a new  trend  to- 
ward the  sensationally  successful  horror 
pictures  which  its  predecessor,  “Franken- 
stein,” launched  nearly  a decade  ago,  is 
patterned  closely  after  that  classic  and 
delivers  a proportionate  share  of  shud- 
ders and  chills.  Willis  Cooper’s  story 


treatment  is  more  restrained,  however,  and 
technically  the  film  is  superior.  Rowland 
V.  Lee,  in  twin  assignments  as  producer- 
director,  exhibited  intelligent  showman- 
ship and  the  cast  of  menaces,  headed  by 
Boris  Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi  and  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  should  be  ample  bait  for  any  mar- 
quee. 

The  Warner  offering,  one  of  the  fore- 
runners in  the  industry’s  Americanism- 
patriotism  campaign,  delivers  notably  in 
that  regard.  Thrilling  aviation  sequences 
and  an  interesting  and  authentic  picturiza- 
tion  of  one  phase  of  naval  training  more 
than  overcome  the  slightly  disappointing 
story  thread,  and  have  been  competently 
spliced  together  by  Producer  Lou  Edel- 
man  and  Director  Lloyd  Bacon. 

* * * 

Gangdom — always  an  intriguing  film 
topic — threaded  its  way  through  no  less 
than  three  of  the  preview  contributions. 


None,  however,  rose  to  great  heights. 
Paramount’s  “Ambush”  managing  to  fin- 
ish out  in  front  for  tabulation  as  the  best 
of  the  lot.  Featuring  excellent  portrayals 
by  Gladys  Swarthout  and  Lloyd  Nolan, 
well-mounted  by  Producer  William  H. 
Wright  and  directed  with  an  eye  to  action 
and  suspense  by  Kurt  Neumann,  it  should 
not  be  found  lacking  in  entertainment  for 
most  audiences.  Miss  Swarthout  in  par- 
ticular is  to  be  commended  for  a straight- 
forward Thespic  job  in  which  her  re- 
doubtable singing  talents  were  not  put  to 
use. 

Warner — where  mobsters  apparently 
lurk  in  every  sound  stage — delivered  “You 
Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder,”  a sombre 
prison  melodrama,  and  “King  of  the  Un- 
derworld.” The  Burbank  plant’s  No.  1 
gunman,  Humphrey  Bogart,  worked  over- 
time by  appearing  in  featured  roles  in 
'Continued  on  page  31) 
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Allied  Trade  Windtopics 


(Continued  from  page  21) 

came  down  after  all.  He  wasn’t  sure 
whether  he  could  make  it  back  home,  but 
he  did. 


Charles  Olive,  president  of  Allied  of 
D.  C.,  and  Johnny  Henry  Hizer,  treasurer 
of  the  unit,  were  given  a vote  of  thanks, 
and  a speech  by  Nathan  Yamins,  for  the 
swell  luncheon  Tuesday  at  the  SharZad. 
That’s  the  name  of  the  Turkish  night  club 
in  the  Carlton  Hotel. 


Charles  Casanave  and  Pete  Harrison 
strolled  into  the  lobby,  hot  off  the  train, 
just  as  the  boys  finished  eating  on  the  first 
day  of  the  meetings. 


E.  Thornton  Kelly  says  he’s  French,  of 
all  tilings.  One  thing  is  certain,  he  can 
kid  about  it  but  he  isn’t  Scotch,  because 
he’s  all  set  to  head  for  Miami  Beach  with 
the  missus  February  15. 


Adolph  Haas  and  the  Alexander  Film 
boys  held  open  house  in  a special  suite 
on  the  seventh  floor.  Drinks  for  the  ask- 
ing, any  time  of  day  and  night. 


Bill  Rodgers’  speech  to  the  directors 
Tuesday  morning  took  less  than  20  min- 
utes. He  brought  Abe  Montague  along  for 
company. 


Grover  Whalen  was  spotted  in  the  lobby, 
but  not  on  Allied  business. 


Only  two  of  the  ten  Allied  founders  are 
dead.  'They  are  E.  P.  Smith,  Indiana,  and 
Steve  Bauer,  Wisconsin.  Abram  F.  Myers 
still  serves  as  general  counsel.  'The  other 
eight  responsible  for  the  organization  com- 
ing into  being  are  H.  M.  Richey,  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  A1  Steffes,  P.  D.  Cockrill,  Her- 
man Blum,  Andy  Guttenberg,  J.  C.  Ritter 
and  Charles  Casanave.  Cockrill  is  from 
Indiana,  Guttenberg,  Wisconsin  and  Rit- 
ter, Michigan. 

A picture  taken  ten  years  ago  graced  the 
convention  room  and  banquet  hall  and 
some  of  the  boys  are  mighty  proud  to  look 
back  on  the  days  when  they  were  good 
looking.  So  they  say. 


Rooms  were  scarce  Tuesday  morning  for 
those  who  made  no  reservations.  They 
had  to  wait  until  six  that  night  before 
they  could  deposit  their  baggage  and  find 
a bed  for  themselves. 


Abe  Myers  kept  close  to  Senator  Neely 
all  through  the  cocktails.  Wonder  why? 


Joe  Rosenberg  and  Emil  Stern  cleared 
out  for  Chicago  Tuesday  afternoon.  They 
only  attended  a morning  session. 


One  copy  of  Boxoffice  made  the  com- 
plete rounds  and  it  was  more  than  wel- 
come to  many  of  the  boys.  As  a matter 
of  fact,  Mitchell  Conery  thought  so  much 
of  the  publication,  he  immediately  sub- 
scribed. And  voluntarily,  without  solicita- 
tion, and  just  because  he  likes  it. 


Majors,  M&NH  Chain  Are 
Named  in  Boston  Suit 

Boston — Eight  major  distributors  and 
Maine  & New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  are 
named  defendants  in  an  action  filed  in 
U.  S.  district  court  here  by  Edmund  G. 
Pollard,  operator  of  the  Opera  House, 
Rumford,  Me.,  charging  violation  of  the 
anti-trust  laws  and  seeking  $100,000  dam- 
ages. 

Pollard  alleges  he  is  deprived  of  reason- 
able protection  and  charges  distributors 
with  discrimination  in  granting  special 
privileges,  credits,  rights  of  selections  and 
rejections,  prices  and  preferences  to  Maine 
& New  Hampshire. 

New  York  Allied  to  Meet 
Wednesday  in  Albany 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York  will  hold 
a unit  meeting  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Albany. 
On  Wednesday  the  Syracuse  membership 
will  gather  at  the  Syracuse  Hotel  for  elec- 
tion of  a secretary  and  three  men  com- 
prising a grievance  committee.  E.  Thorn- 
ton Kelly  will  attend  both  meetings. 


"Wind"  Cast  Grows 

Hollywood  — Selznick  International’s 
casting  task  for  “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
has  taken  two  substantial  jmnps,  with 
Leslie  Howard  signing  to  portray  Ashley 
Wilkes  and  Olivia  de  Havilland  slated  to 
essay  Melanie. 


Illinois  Allied  Is  Pushing 
No  Divorce,  Says  Kirsch 

New  York — Jack  Kirsch,  Allied  of  Illi- 
nois president,  told  Boxoffice  he  had  not 
been  informed  of  any  moves  by  his  organ- 
ization planning  a theatre  divorcement  bill 
for  Illinois  patterned  after  the  North  Da- 
kota law. 

He  added  such  matters  are  handled  by 
Joe  Rosenberg,  counsel  for  the  organiza- 
tion, who  did  not  come  on  to  New  York 
after  the  Washington  board  meetings. 

Kirsch  spent  four  days  in  town  confer- 
ring with  20th-Fox  sales  executives  on 
foreign  pictures  and  also  with  distributors 
on  “Mamele,”  the  Molly  Picon  film.  He 
left  Saturday  for  home. 

Kolbert  Signs  Ashmann 
For  Strausberg  Units 

New  York — Maurey  Ashmann,  general 
manager  of  the  Five  Boro  circuit  in  the 
Bronx,  has  been  signed  by  Stanley  Kol- 
bert to  supervise  the  Strausberg  interests 
in  Brooklyn.  They  include  Interboro,  Five 
Boro,  and  United  Long  Island  theatres. 
Ashmann ’s  successor  will  be  named  soon. 


Script  Niemoeller  Story 

Hollywood — Warner  is  scripting  “The 
Bishop  Who  Walked  With  God,”  a drama 
based  on  the  Nazi  persecution  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller,  head  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church. 


Plan  Wholly  Owned 
Pathe  Subsidiary 

(Continued  from  page  25) 

tribute  to  the  new  company  the  two  lab- 
oratory properties,  the  Monogram  stock, 
RKO  notes,  capital  stock  and  properties 
of  all  subsidiary  companies,  and  all  other 
Pathe  assets,  with  the  exception  of  the 
3,500  shares  of  du  Pont  stock.  Pathe  is 
also  to  transfer  $200,000,  to  be  borrowed 
by  Pathe  upon  the  security  of  the  du 
Pont  stock.  In  consideration  of  these 
transfers  Pathe  shall  receive  11,600  shares 
of  the  new  company’s  stock. 

Need  Two-'Thirds  to  Approve 

'nie  new  company  assumes,  as  a condi- 
tion to  the  transfer,  all  obligations  and 
liabilities  of  Pathe  remaining  unpaid  and 
unsatisfied  on  the  date  of  the  transfer 
which  have  arisen  or  may  arise  out  of 
transactions  entered  into,  or  consummated 
prior  to,  such  transfer,  except  Pathe’s  in- 
debtedness to  Manufacturers  'Trust  Co.  of 
$275,000. 

Pathe’s  board  is  authorized  to  carry  out 
the  proposed  plan  if  approved  by  holders 
of  66%  of  common  stock. 

Following  the  original  plan  for  liqui- 
dation, announced  Nov.  23,  1938,  and  prior 
to  the  stockholders  meeting  on  December 
13,  last,  two  injunction  suits  were  insti- 
tuted, one  by  du  Pont  and  the  other  by 
several  stockholders.  Both  applications 
were  denied. 

As  a result,  the  statement  declares,  a 
large  number  of  stockholders  was  “de- 
terred” from  forwarding  their  proxies  and, 
although  a substantial  majority  of  out- 
standing shares  were  received,  less  than 
the  required  80  per  cent  was  present  in 
person  or  by  proxy  at  the  meeting. 

'Tlie  new  plan  “will  enable  stockholders 
to  realize  many  of  the  benefits  sought  to 
be  obtained  by  the  former  plan,”  the 
statement  points  out. 


Seidelman  Drive  Abroad 

New  York — Universal’s  overseas  sales 
staff  is  holding  a Joseph  H.  Seidelman 
Drive  from  January  until  March. 


Slight  Wonderment 
Over  Richey 

Washington  — It  was  during  the 
Founders  Dinner  that  the  Allied  boys 
really  got  concerned  about  their  judg- 
ment in  selecting  H.  M.  Richey  as  toast- 
master. Richey  sat  on  one  side  of  Sena- 
tor Neely  and  Nathan  Yamins  on  the 
other. 

Yamins  leaned  over  to  talk  to  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  newly  elected  Allied  presi- 
dent. Suddenly  Cole  noticed  Neely 
getting  an  earful  from  Richey. 

Cole  briefly  interrupted  his  own  con- 
versation and  called  across  the  dais  to 
Abram  F.  Myers,  seated  on  the  other 
side  of  Richey:  "Better  get  to  Neely 
before  Richey  talks  him  into  being  a 
distributor." 
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^HERE  may  be,  and  there  no  doubt  is, 

business  being  done  in  the  town’s  film 
marts,  but  it  is  being  done  under  handi- 
cap. For  Washington’s  show  business  is 
laboring  at  its  yearly  chore — the  making 
of  the  President’s  Birthday  Ball  the  big- 
gest one  yet.  Varieteers  are  in  a lather 
and  Entertainment  Chairman  Nelson  B. 
Bell  is  busier  than  when  he  used  to  be 
a press  agent  and  opened  the  Rialto. 
January  30  will  be  a big  night,  personali- 
ties already  on  the  visiting  list  including 
Errol  Flynn,  Olivia  De  Havilland,  George 
Brent,  Annabella,  Jean  Hersholt  and  Paul 
Whiteman  and  his  orchestra. 

Variety  Club  took  enough  time  off  from 
Birthday  Ball  activity  to  hold  a smoker 
last  Monday  night.  It  was  the  installa- 
tion affair,  retiring  Chief  Barker  A.  Julian 
Brylawski  officially  turning  over  the  Va- 
riety gavel  to  new  Chief  Barker  A.  E. 
Lichtman,  who’ll  run  the  club  durmg  1939 
. . . Ed  Kuykendall  is  back  in  the  village, 
keeping  the  Variety  Club  and  other  dance 
floors  smooth  like  anything,  he  being  a 
lad  who  never  gives  up  when  there’s  dance 
music  in  his  ears  ..  . Dick  Richman,  Be- 
lasco’s  tub-thumper,  garnered  plenty  of 
free  space  in  the  papers  with  his  “Con- 
gressional Right,’’  when  he  invited  mem- 
bers of  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  Foreign  RelatioJis  to  see  “Grand  Il- 
lusion.” 

The  wife  of  Henry  Clark,  manager  of  the 
Arcade  in  Waynesboro,  is  in  a Washing- 
ton hospital  with  a recalcitrant  appendix 
. . . Charles  McGowan,  contact  man  for 
the  local  Warner  Bros,  office,  is  the  guy 
all  the  boys  are  jealous  of.  Hoarding  last 
summer’s  vacation,  he  now  has  bounced 
off  for  a two-week  sojourn  in  Florida, 
where  it  is  not  snowing  like  it  has  been 
here  all  day  today. 


Bachelor  Dinner  Given 
Phil  Fox  at  Albany 

Albany — David  Miller,  Cleveland  dis- 
trict manager  of  Universal  Pictures,  toast- 
mastered  the  bachelor  dinner  given  Mon- 
day night  for  Phil  Fox,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures, Albany  manager.  Pox  will  marry 
Miss  Ida  Pearlstein  of  Boston  on  January 
27.  At  the  speakers  table  were:  J.  Myer 
and  Louis  Schine,  of  GloversviUe ; Si  Fa- 
bian, of  New  York  and  Albany;  Joseph 
McConville,  Columbia’s  foreign  sales  man- 
ager: Rube  Jackter,  New  York  office  of 
Columbia  Pictures;  Louis  Astor,  Columbia 
division  manager  in  New  York;  M.  A. 
Silver,  Warner  Bros.’  upstate  zone  mana- 
ger, and  Assistant  State  Comptroller  Abra- 
ham L.  Doris.  More  than  150  film  men 
attended  the  dinner.  The  Guardsmen,  vo- 
cal septet,  and  the  Albions,  dancers,  from 
the  Rainbow  Room  of  the  Kenmore  Hotel, 
Albany,  provided  the  entertainment.  M.  A. 
Grassgreen,  local  district  manager  for  20th 
Century-Pox,  was  chairman,  and  Neil  Hell- 
man,  son  of  the  owner  of  the  Royal  and 
Paramount  theatres,  Albany,  was  secretary 
of  the  dinner  committee. 


• REVIEW  FLASHES  • 


BEAUTY  FOR  THE  ASKING  (RKO)— Aimed 
primarily  at  feminine  trade,  exposing 
secrets  of  America's  cosmetic  industry  and 
at  the  same  time  proving  worthwhile  en- 
tertainment of  program  variety.  Lucille 
Ball  and  Donald  Woods  excellent  in  leads. 
B.  F.  Fineman  produced.  Glenn  Tryon 
directed. 

FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE  (M-G-M)— A keen 
study  of  hospital  routine  and  training 
period  for  nurses,  educational  factors  of 
which  are  far  more  noteworthy  than  hum- 
drum story  thread.  The  cast,  headed  by 
Florence  Rice,  capable  throughout.  S.  Syl-' 
van  Simon  directed.  Nat  Levine  produced. 

LONE  WOLF  SPY  HUNT,  THE  (Col)— Con- 
cerning further  adventures  of  Vance's 
Lupine  Raffles,  in  person  of  Warren  Wil- 
liam, it  requires  no  hawkshaw  to  deduct 
this  is  too  wild  in  story.  Direction  and 
enactment  intended  to  please  any  but  most 
rabid  detective  yarn  addicts.  Joseph  Sis- 
trom  produced.  Peter  Godfrey  directed. 

OFF  THE  RECORD  (WB)— Breezy  comedy- 
drama  with  gangster-newspaper  back- 
ground and  equipped  for  yeoman  service 
as  programmer.  Pat  O'Brien  and  Joan 
Blondell,  as  two  newshawks  who  under- 
take regeneration  of  an  incipient  hood- 
lum, portrayed  by  Dead  Ender  Bobby  Jor- 
don, head  able  cast.  Sam  Bischoff  pro- 
duced. James  Flood  directed. 

PRIDE  OF  THE  NAVY  (Rep)— An  entertaining 
service  story,  budgeted  in  the  lesser 


brackets,  but  possessing  several  original 
twists.  James  Dunn  tops  the  cast  with  a 
typical  portrayal,  ably  supported  by  Ro- 
chelle Hudson  and  Gordon  Oliver.  Charles 
Lament  directed. 

RIDE  'EM  COWGIRL  (GN)— First  of  the  series 
of  westerns  featuring  the  new  cowgirl  star, 
Dorothy  Page,  which  is  a novelty  angle, 
but  the  story  lacks  substance.  Miss  Page 
is  attractive,  sings  and  rides  nicely  though. 
Samuel  Diege  directed. 

SMASHING  THE  SPY  RING  (Col)— Tagged 
with  a timely  title  that  should  lend  itself 
to  exploitation  by  showmen,  this  film,  un- 
fortunately, has  little  to  offer  in  the  way 
of  entertainment.  The  proceedings  are 
handled  in  uninspired  and  routine  fash- 
ion. Ralph  Bellamy  and  Fay  Wray  star. 
Christy  Cabanne  directed. 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Para)— After  a dearth  of 
filmusicals,  patrons  should  enthusiastically 
welcome  this  diverting  bit  of  hokum  offer- 
ing a wide  variety  of  entertainment.  Sub- 
stantially produced  and  boasting  an  im- 
pressive cast.  Jeff  Lazarus  produced.  Raoul 
Walsh  directed. 

YOU  CAN'T  GET  AWAY  WITH  MURDER 
(WB) — Still  another  crime  feature  with  ac- 
tion centered  in  Sing  Sing  and  resorting  to 
every  prison  cliche.  Picture's  monotony 
somewhat  relieved  by  sincere  perform- 
ances, Dead  Ender  Billy  Halop  rating  most 
credit.  Sam  Bischoff  produced.  Lewis 
Seiler  directed. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 


Hollywood  Is  Passive 
To  Research  Idea 

Hollyv^ood — Tlie  film  capital  is  ap- 
parently cautious  in  reacting  to  the 
announcement  that  a sociological  study 
of  the  film  capital  and  the  motion  picture 
industry  has  gotten  under  way  with  the 
establishment  of  headquarters  here  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Research  Project,  financed 
by  the  Carnegie  Corp.  of  New  York. 

Project  will  be  directed  by  Dr.  Leo  Ros- 
ten  and  the  data  acquired  will  be  present- 
ed in  a book  to  be  written  by  him  some 
time  in  1940.  The  volume,  according  to 
Dr.  Rosten,  will  present  a “systematic 
study  based  on  an  understanding  of  the 
premises  of  Hollywood,  to  explain  one  of 
the  most  significant  and  complex  indus- 
tries in  the  world.” 

Advisoi-y  board  constitutes  Robert  S. 
Lynd,  professor  at  Columbia:  Herbert 
Blumer,  professor  at  the  University  of 
Chicago:  Harold  Lasswell,  of  Yale;  and 
Louis  Wirth,  also  of  the  University  of 
Chicago.  The  MPRP  stresses  its  inde- 
pendence from  any  other  organization  and 
qualifies  itself  as  a non-profit  enterprise. 


U.  S.-Argentine  Trade 
Talks  Hold  Interest 

New  York — Industry  interests  are  pay- 
ing close  attention  to  preliminary  con- 
versations now  being  held  between  gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Ar- 
gentina to  determine  whether  a basis  ex- 
ists for  a reciprocal  trade  agreement. 

Two  state  department  representatives 
are  en  route  to  this  country  from  Buenos 
Aires,  where  they  have  been  since  Decem- 
ber checking  points  arising  out  of  earlier 
conversations. 

Catholic  Groups  Seeking 
To  Classily  Films 

Wilmington,  Del. — The  Catholic  Action 
Forum,  meeting  300  strong,  adopted  a reso- 
lution requesting  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Ed- 
mond J.  FitzMaurice,  bishop  of  the  Catho- 
lic Diocese  of  Delaware,  to  consider  ap- 
pointment of  a local  committee  to  pass 
upon  the  character  of  motion  pictures  and 
classify  them  as  to  fitness  and  unfitness 
for  children  and  adults  and  to  prosecute 
when  necessary  under  local  statutes. 
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(Continued  from  page  26) 

is  looking  over  the  sights  with  the  missus. 
By  the  by,  the  exhibitor  took  an  imaginary 
prize  for  being  the  one  to  come  from  the 
furtherest  point  west  at  the  Allied  con- 
vention . . . Ira  Cohn,  Pittsburgh  20th-Fox 
branch  manager,  has  returned  from  a 
month  cruise  to  South  America  . . . Edgar 
Moss  is  back  after  a Honolulu  trip  . . . 
C.  C.  Kellenberg,  office  manager  for  Ira 
Cohn,  and  A1  Weiss,  McKeesport,  Pa.,  ex- 
hibitor, have  gone  to  Miami  . . . Jack  Shea 
of  Feiber  & Shea  was  a Smoky  City  visi- 
tor, among  other  cities,  during  the  past 
few  days. 

Phil  Reisman  is  resting  in  Miami,  mil 
head  for  some  RKO  foreign  business  talks 
in  Cuba,  and  returns  to  Miami  Beach 
January  26  in  time  for  the  southern  •pre- 
miere of  “Gunga  Din”  at  the  Sheridan 
. . . Edward  G.  Robinson,  Mitchell  Raw- 
son  and  Bosley  Crowther  of  the  Times. 
made  a Tavern  luncheon  trio,  which  is  the 
signal  for  a Times  Sunday  feature  article 
on  Robinson,  who  returns  to  the  coast 
Wednesday  . . . John  E.  Otterson  ivore 
an  expression  of  strange  emotions  as  he 
first-nighted  "Where  There's  a Will,” 
which  is  the  stage  version  of  a film  of 
which  he  has  the  French  version,  and 
which  received  a scuttling  at  the  typewrit- 
ers of  the  drama  critics. 

“Bingo”  Brandt  has  joined  the  Miami 
Beach  colony  . . . Hai’ry  Kosch,  counsel 
to  Allied  of  New  York,  is  nui'sing  a bad 
cold  . . . Fanchon  Klar,  last  of  the  MPAYBE 
secretarial  staff,  has  resigned.  “Tootsie” 
Strauss  has  taken  her  place  . . . Jules 
Levy  was  in  Montreal  for  conferences  with 
L.  M.  Devaney,  Canadian  district  mana- 
ger . . . L.  W.  Conrow,  Altec  president,  is 
back  from  a Boston  business  trip  . . . 
George  W.  Weeks  is  expected  back  from 
the  coast  late  next  week  . . . Bob  Gillham 
was  in  Boston  and  Washington  . . . Phil 
Gerard,  handling  publicity  for  “Ballerina,” 
goes  to  Philadelphia  and  Washington. 

Pier  scenes  when  the  He  de  Francs 
docked:  Margaret  Lockwood,  British  act- 
ress who  is  now  on  the  way  to  the  coast, 
met  by  Al  Margolies.  Ruth  Chatterton, 
who  went  unlisted,  but  nevertheless  was 
gracious  as  she  discussed  her  plans  to 
appear  in  a play  in  Broadivay.  Very  gay, 
the  Jack  Oakies  and  Lee  Tracys,  who  are 
heading  for  the  coast  on  picture  assign- 
ments. Also  Sydney  Chaplin,  who  says 
he  is  here  to  see  the  San  Francisco  and 
New  York  World  Fairs.  Arthur  M.  Loew, 
David  Loew,  Mort  Spring  and  Dave  Blum 
waituig  for  “Laudy”  Lawrence  to  get  his 
trunks  assembled.  Gordon  Ellis,  of  Aus- 
tralia, waitmg  for  the  Harrises  to  leave. 

Eddie  Golden  was  in  and  out  of  Cliicago 
in  foui-  days  . . . Irving  Helfont,  head  of 
M-G-M’s  contract  department,  is  back 
from  a belated  week’s  vacation  at  Lake 
Placid  . . . Barney  Balaban,  Austin  Keough 
and  Stanton  Griffis  were  on  hand  to  see 
Y.  Frank  Freeman  off  to  the  coast  . . . 
William  F.  Rodgers  is  not  due  to  return 
from  Hollywood,  Fla.,  until  February  10  . . . 
Edwin  A.  Aaron,  his  assistant,  heads  south 
March  27.  Meanwhile,  he’s  consoling  him- 
self with  nightly  onslaughts  on  the  local 


Looks  Like  Their 
Own  Fault 

Hollywood — As  Frank  Seltzer  sees  it, 
to  Alice  Brady  has  gone  the  distinc- 
tion of  enacting  the  first  deeply  dro- 
matic  scene  that  has  ever  been  made 
on  the  Hal  Roach  lot  in  its  25-year 
history.  Since  its  inception  the  Roach 
studios  have  been  Hollywood's  strong- 
hold of  comedies. 

But  in  her  latest  effort.  Miss  Brady 
is  in  a scene  in  which  the  emotional 
conflict  through  which  she  passes,  and 
the  semi-tragedy  which  her  ultimate 
decision  means  to  her  combine  to  pro- 
duce one  of  the  most  intense  of  dra- 
matic scenes,  soys  Frank,  who  also  pro- 
vides the  dialogue  spoken  by  Miss 
Brady  in  a courtroom: 

"Can  I talk  for  a moment  as  though 
this  weren't  a court  of  law?  All  my  life 
I've  had  my  own  way.  I've  always 
gotten  what  I wanted.  I've  made  a lot 
of  people  unhappy — but  I never  thought 
about  them  before.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  my  whole  life  I've  ever  given 
thought  to  anyone  but  myself  ..." 

In  other  words,  two  firsts. 


coasting  hill  . . . Al  Krellberg,  getting  back 
to  normal  after  a long  siege  at  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital,  goes  to  Florida  next  week  for  a 
rest  cure  . . . Pat  Reis,  Howard  Dietz’s 
secretary,  was  in  the  sick  bay  for  a week. 

Tma  Kreisberg  of  M-G-M’s  library  de- 
partment, takes  Jonas  Wilfand  as  her  law- 
ful wedded  husband  January  28  . . . Dennis 
Kaplan  has  left  Republic  to  join  the  Co- 
lumbia pressbook  staff  . . . Douglas  Rath- 
bone  has  joined  Republic's  Dallas  sales 
staff,  replacing  Roy  V.  Starling,  resigned 
. . . Dorothy  Butler,  M-G-M’s  eighth  floor 
receptionist,  lost  a one-day  t'ussle  with  a 
cold  . . . Three  more  well-known  artists. 
F.  Louis  Mora,  Ivan  J.  Glinsky  and  An- 
drew Winter,  all  National  Academicians, 
have  contributed  paintings  to  the  Motion 
Picture  Art  Fund  for  German  Refugees 
. . . H.  G.  Knox,  engineering  vice-presi- 
dent of  Erpi,  is  in  Hollywood  for  a month, 
conferring  with  coast  officials  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Margaret  Lockwood,  English  actress,  ar- 
rived on  the  He  de  France  Wednesday,  en 
route  to  Hollywood,  where  she  will  play 
in  Shirley  Temple’s  next,  “Susannah”  . . . 
Albert  Lewin,  Paramount  producer,  sailed 
on  the  Washington  for  England,  where  he 
will  do  research  work  on  “Knights  of  the 
Round  Table.”  He’ll  be  gone  about  two 
months  . . . Sir  Stork  dropped  two  bun- 
dles of  new  life  into  Ross  Federal  head- 
quarters, with  a daughter,  Sandra  Liela, 
going  to  S.  W.  Sheetz,  research  sales 
manager,  and  a son,  John  J.  Tarpey,  3rd, 
going  to  John  J.  Tarpey  jr.,  branch  audi- 
tor. 

Walter  J.  Hutchinson  still  wearing  a 
patch  over  his  left  eye.  An  infection. 
Lodged  in  Sidney  R.  Kent’s  usual  corner 
at  the  Plaza,  he  had  lunch  with  the  presi- 
dent of  20th  Ce7itury-Fox  the  other  day. 


There,  also  and  prior  to  his  Florida  de- 
parture ivas  J.  Robert  Rubin  who  was 
joined  along  about  coffee  time  by  Colonel 
"Wild  Bill”  Donovan.  Spyros  Skouras  was 
with  Joe  Bernhard,  or  maybe  it  was  the 
other  way.  Bernhard,  incidentally,  says 
he  feels  swell  now.  Bill  Powers  at  another 
table.  And  Ted  Reed,  who  came  on  to  see 
"What  a Life”  which  he  •will  direct  for 
Paramount.  Back  in  Hollywood  now.  Louis 
de  Rochemont,  March  of  Time  publisher- 
producer,  rushed  in  late  for  date  with  Phil 
Reisman  . . . Dario  Faralla,  now  produc- 
ing Spanish  talkers  for  Paramount,  has 
been  here,  but  already  is  on  the  way  back 
to  the  coast. 

J.  Robert  Rubin  left  Tuesday  for  a 
three-week  Florida  vacation.  He’s  at  60th 
and  Collins  Ave.,  while  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  is  at  53rd  St.,  same  avenue  . . . 
Ir\dng  Greenfield  of  the  Loew  legal  depart- 
ment is  due  back  from  Miami  shores  next 
week  . . . Babs  Savage,  six-year-old  daugh- 
ter of  Jack,  performed  a figure  exhibition 
at  the  Rockefeller  pond  in  Radio  City  for 
a television  test  . . . Miles  A.  Goldrick, 
Erpi  assistant  general  foreign  manager, 
has  gone  to  Latin-America  on  a three- 
month  tour  of  14  cities  . . . Jack  Hoff- 
berg  has  taken  over  the  distribution  of 
Zane  Grey’s  “Rangle  River”  . . . Joe  Vo- 
gel leaves  for  southern  shores  the  middle 
of  next  month  . . . Melvin  Albert’s  daugh- 
ter, Anita  Marie,  is  now  a month  old. 
Incidentally,  Melvin  is  a son-in-law  of 
Maurice  Fleischman,  former  exhibitor  and 
now  owner  of  a Miami  hotel. 

Ted  O’Shea,  M-G-M  eastern  district 
manager,  visited  Charlotte  and  Washing- 
ton during  the  week  . . . Carl  Banford 
is  vacationing  in  Miami  . . . Milton  Bren 
is  spending  ten  days  at  Sun  Valley,  Ida., 
before  returning  to  the  Hal  Roach  studios. 
He  was  here  about  two  weeks  in  town 
looking  over  the  shows  . . . Sidney  Biddell, 
former  GN  story  head  and  now  with  Fa- 
mous Artists’  agency  on  the  coast,  has 
returned  to  the  coast  after  ten  days  here 
. . . Ted  Reed,  Paramount  director,  is  a 
local  visitor  and  among  the  plays  caught 
during  his  stay  is  "What  a Life,”  his 
next  directorial  effort. 

Grade  Fields,  on  her  arrival  from  the 
coast,  made  a big  hit  with  the  20th  Cen- 
tury chef  and  the  newspaper  photogs. 
The  first  thing  she  did  when  she  stepped 
off  the  train  was  to  ask  the  chef  for  a 
cup  of  java,  wliich  she  got  and  graciously 
tipped  the  man  $1.  Then  she  told  the 
lens  men  how  lousy  they  were.  They  agreed 
and  when  it  was  all  over  she  told  them  she 
was  so  sorry  to  get  them  up  so  early  in 
the  morning  to  meet  her.  She  even  spoke 
in  several  brogues  when  reporters  men- 
tioned her  Lancashire  English  . . . Alec 
Moss  is  basking  on  Miami  beaches  . . . 
Robert  Gillham  has  put  off  his  coast  trip 
until  February  1 . . . Elsa  Lanchester,  wife 
of  Charles  Laughton,  is  back  in  England 
after  a visit  to  these  parts  . . . Jean  Gacon 
de  Cavaignac,  president  of  Films  Cavaig- 
nac,  France,  sailed  on  the  Paris  . . . Bob 
Taylor  has  returned  to  the  coast,  hav- 
ing been  forced  to  call  his  vacation  short 
because  of  a picture  assignment  . . . Ar- 
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thui’  W.  Kelly  is  now  due  back  from 
England  either  February  6 or  8. 

Arthur  M.  Loew  and  Ludwig  Lawrence, 
Loew’s  continental  manager,  leave  some- 
time next  week  for  a studio  visit  . . . J. 
Carlos  Bavetta,  2Qth-Fox’s  manager  for 
Brazil,  sailed  Saturday  for  Europe  where 
he  will  remain  a few  days  and  then  con- 
tinue to  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  put  into  motion 
plans  for  20th-Fox’s  first  South  American 
convention  . . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson, 
20th-Fox’s  foreign  manager,  has  postponed 
his  trip  to  the  coast  indefinitely.  E.  J. 
Lomba,  Hutchinson’s  assistant,  is  now 
visiting  Central  American  branches  . . . 
E.  C.  Grainger,  general  manager  of  Fie- 
ber  & Shea  circuit,  is  in  town  after  two 
weeks  in  Ohio,  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Prom  Broadway  to  Washington:  Abe 
Lichtman,  who  rims  a string  of  colored 
houses  in  Washington,  recently  returned 
from  a five-week  Miami  vacation.  He  was 
in  New  York  Tuesday  . . . Jake  Lust  of 
Republic  was  a visitor  to  Roanoke,  Va., 
where  he  conferred  with  Earl  Hines  . . . 
Howard  Burkhardt,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Capitol,  spent  Tuesday  in  New  York  and 
at  his  dentist  there  . . . Ray  Bell’s  a win- 
ter bachelor,  his  wife  having  gone  south 
where  the  palm  trees  grow  . . . Carter  Tate 
Barron,  Loew  district  manager,  next  month 
will  become  a father  again.  And  soon  af- 
ter that  eventful  date,  the  Barrens  will 
take  a sleeper  for  southern  shores  . . . Bill 
Rodgers  has  gone  to  his  favorite  winter 
resort  for  the  past  seven  years:  the  Holly- 
wood Hotel,  Hollywood,  Fla. 


Films  That  Set  a Bad 
Example  for  S.  A. 

Philadelphia — Crime  pictures  and  those 
filled  with  divorce  and  scandal  are  doing 
a lot  of  harm  to  the  “good  neighbor” 
policy  of  President  Roosevelt  in  South 
America,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Fenwick,  delegate 
to  the  recent  Pan-America  conference  in 
Lima,  declares. 

“The  United  States  is  not  being  truly 
represented  to  our  Latin  neighbors  by 
American  pictures,”  he  says. 

“When  Latin-Americans  see  our  films 
with  the  inevitable  triangle  and  divorce 
theme,  they  say  if  that’s  the  kind  of  life 
they  lead  in  the  United  States,  we  don’t 
want  their  influence  down  here.” 

“I  do  not  urge  censorship,”  Dr.  Fenwick 
continues,  “for  we  can  take  care  of  our- 
selves. But  it  is  another  matter  when  our 
life  and  customs  are  held  up  to  ridicule 
to  our  neighbors  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Equator.” 


New  Orleans  to  Milwaukee 
Is  Adams'  Move  for  GN 

New  York — Cleve  Adams  has  been 
transfeiTed  as  GN’s  New  Orleans  branch 
manager  to  a similar  post  at  Milwaukee, 
with  R.  A.  Kelly,  moving  up  from  a sales 
post  to  assume  Adams’  vacated  spot. 

This  was  revealed  by  Edward  L.  Alper- 
son,  GN  sales  manager,  upon  his  return 
from  a coast  trip.  Alperson  set  out  over 
the  weekend  for  Cleveland,  Detroit  and 
Milwaukee,  following  which  he  will  return 
to  the  home  office. 


gLOPPY  January  weather  is  taking  its 

toll  of  theatre  business.  First  to  bite 
the  dust  is  the  Lincoln  Theatre,  which 
closed  last  Thursday  after  only  three  weeks 
of  life  . . . 'The  Exchange  Grill  opened 
Tuesday  after  a face-lifting  . . . The  Va- 
riety Club  Auxiliary  will  hold  a benefit 
at  the  Fay’s  Theatre,  January  29,  for  the 
manifold  charities  indulged  in  by  the 
group.  Mrs.  Charles  Zagrans  and  Mrs. 
Cecilia  Charlop  are  co-chairmen. 

The  Variety  Club  is  busy  ivorking  on 
the  President’s  Birthday  Ball  to  be  held 
here  at  Convention  Hall  on  January  30. 
Under  the  leadership  of  Jim  Clark,  the 
committee  includes  Earle  Sweigert,  Sam 
Gross,  Ted  Schlanger,  Sam  Schwartz,  Jack 
Beresin,  Ben  Amsterdam,  Bill  Clark,  Harry 
Biben  and  Ed  Skyanier.  Sam  Schwartz, 
now  house  chairman  of  the  Variety  Club, 
has  a flock  of  ideas  up  his  sleeve  to  spring 
on  the  membership,  he  says. 


The  southern  trek  is  in  full  swing.  Latest 
departees  for  the  sunny  climes  are  Lewen 
Pizor  and  Ted  Schlanger  . . . George 
Aarons  is  back  at  his  desk  after  spending 
ten  days  in  Cleveland  . . . Harry  Berman 
was  in  town  ...  A large  delegation  of 

Was  a Day  for 
The  Schaefers 

(Continued  from  page  26-A) 

which  the  belated  Mrs.  S.  could  have  been 
with  him. 

But  the  Wolverine  also  has  a habit  of 
leaving  on  time,  red  signal  wavers  not- 
withstanding, and,  despite  the  last  second 
effort  on  the  part  of  a Boxoffice  reporter 
to  hold  the  train. 

Came  one  Gangenbach,  the  lone  star  of 
the  four-star  melodrama.  It  was  in  the 
proverbial  less-than-no-time  that  hero 
Gangenbach  devised  a means  for  Mrs.  S., 
who  was  without  tickets — these  being  on 
the  Wolverine  that  daily  leaves  at  6:15 — 
to  meet  up  personally  with  one  Mr.  S.  A 
new  set  of  tickets,  redeemable  at  the  box- 
office  if  not  used,  were  procured  as  well 
as  a drawing  room,  on  the  6:50  Lake  Shore 
Limited,  which  train  was  intended  to  de- 
posit Mrs.  S.  in  Chicago  at  12:30  p.  m. 
the  following  day. 

But,  of  course,  as  we  all  know  by  now, 
the  Wolverine  was  not  the  train  which 
the  Century  was  to  wait  five  minutes  for 
at  Harmon.  It  was  the  Knickerbocker. 
Sr.  Mr.  S.,  as  we  all  know  by  now,  missed 
another  train.  But  as  it  happened,  it  was 
the  same  train,  the  Century.  This  sort  of 
thing,  if  you  have  been  following  closely 
and  not  listening  to  Major  Bowes’  Ama- 
teurs, is  exactly  the  sort  of  complication 
expected  from  the  diametrical  system  of 
algebraic  equations  found  in  mind  over 
matter. 

There  was  nothing  more  for  Mr.  S.  to 
do  but  disembark  at  Harmon.  So,  he  dis- 


Vine  Streeters  was  at  the  Poor  Richard 
Club’s  banquet  Tuesday  night.  Guest  of 
honor  was  David  Sarnoff,  RCA-Victor 
chieftain,  who  received  the  “achievement 
medal”  from  Charlie  Grakelow,  club  presi- 
dent. 

Milt  Young  forgot  all  about  his  30th 
birthday  last  week.  He  was  in  the  midst 
of  a hot  exploitation  campaign  for  War- 
ner’s “Men  With  Wings.’’  Philadelphia  is 
the  focal  point  of  a national  campaign 
for  the  film  . . . Bill  Lafferty  broke  all 
boxoffice  records  at  the  Liberty  Theatre 
with  his  great  exploitation  on  “Subma- 
rine Patrol”  . . . Dominic  Lucente  held  a 
special  matinee  for  school  children  at  his 
Alhambra  Theatre.  The  film  was  “Romeo 
and  Juliet”  . . .Silvert  Cetron,  manager 
of  the  Logan  Theatre,  tied  up  with  the 
champion  Temple  University  basketball 
team  in  connection  with  “Campus  Confes- 
sions.” 

Charlie  Dolde  is  getting  lots  of  compli- 
ments on  his  “ballyhoo  front”  at  the 
Family  Theatre.  A permanent  horror  ex- 
hibit, complete  with  electric  chair,  ma- 
chine gun,  etc.,  has  been  set  up  in  the 
lobby.  The  house  specializes  in  “blood 
and  thunder”  pictures. 


embarked  at  Harmon.  He  had  no  business 
in  St.  Louis.  He  was  just  a week  too  late 
for  the  mid-winter  Paramount  sales  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Alexander  Bell’s  contribution  to 
science  was  called  into  play  which  has 
no  connection  (get  it?)  with  trains. 

Irrefutable  facts  became  established. 
Mr.  S.  was  at  Harmon,  Mrs.  S.  was  in 
Grand  Central  terminal’s  waiting  room.  It 
was  a question  of  minutes  before  Mrs.  S. 
would  be  on  the  Lake  Shore  Limited  on 
her  way  to  Harmon,  due  exactly  at  7:40. 
In  the  absence  of  television  and  airplanes 
that  don’t  fly  in  snow  storms,  the  afore- 
mentioned mortals  assumed  the  S.’s  were 
damned  glad  to  see  each  other  again,  even 
if  Harmon  turned  out  to  be  Grand  Cen- 
tral station. 

And  in  the  absence  of  something  better 
to  do,  the  mortals,  or  what  was  left  of 
them,  repaired  to  an  adjoining  beverage 
parlor.  Perhaps,  they  thought,  there  was 
some  sort  of  moral  to  this  comedy  of  er- 
rors. 

Thiller.  Melodrama.  Comedy  of  errors. 
Call  it  what  you  will,  but  a leopard  never 
changes  its  spots.  Don’t,  as  Mr.  S.  did, 
remain  in  the  office  signing  papers  up  to 
ten  minutes  before  train  departure.  Don’t, 
if  you  live  in  Larchmont,  from  where  Mrs. 
S.  started  out  at  4:15  for  a normal  40- 
minute  run  to  Grand  Central,  forget  that 
snow  binds  traffic  as  a mustard  plaster 
binds  colds. 

Don’t,  as  so  many  people  do,  take  Fri- 
day, the  13th,  too  seriously.  It’s  all  in 
fxm.  Ask  the  Schaefers,  Mrs.  Bartlett,  Miss 
Cammack,  Joe  Heppner,  the  emergency 
passenger  division  of  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral, Schaefer’s  secretary  and  a few  rail- 
road good-will  cementers. 

But,  above  all,  don’t  ask  two  Boxoffice 
reporters  who  penned  this.  To  them  it 
was  no  fun! 
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JRWIN  ESMOND,  head  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture division  of  the  State  Education  De- 
partment, discussed  films  and  censoring  at 
a meeting  last  week  of  the  Young  Wom- 
en’s Mission  Club  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Albany.  His  appearance 
was  arranged  by  Mrs.  Charles  Brind  jr., 
wife  of  the  chief  of  the  Department’s  law 
division  and  its  trial  attorney  in  film 
appeals. 

“Professor  Marnlock,”  the  second  foreign 
picture  brought  here  in  the  occasional 
competition  the  recently-formed  Albany 
Film  Guild  is  giving  local  theatres,  drew 
a croivded  house  to  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  a 
block  and  a half  from  the  Ritz.  The 
theme  of  the  film,  Nazi  persecution  of  the 
Jews,  was  credited  with  an  important  part 
in  the  turnout. 

Charles  A.  Smakwitz,  assistant  zone 
manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  has  been  ap- 
pointed a member  of  the  Albany  county 
executive  committee  of  the  National  Foun- 
dation for  Infantile  Paralysis.  He  will  di- 
rect the  activities  of  motion  pictm’e  the- 
atres in  a “March  of  Dimes”  campaign 
to  be  undertaken  between  January  16  and 
30,  half  of  the  funds  collected  being  used 
to  finance  a county  chapter  of  the  Na- 
tional Foundation.  Smakwitz  recently 
completed  his  work  as  district  publicity 
chairman  of  the  Movie  Quiz  contest. 

James  A.  Carrier,  who  resigned  as  man- 
ager of  Fabian's  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall 
to  open  an  Albany  office  of  Consolidated 
Advertising  Service,  has  been  named  sec- 
retary of  the  new  Retail  Merchants  Ass’n. 

Michael  T.  Blake,  contractor  who  help- 
ed build  Albany’s  Filmrow  on  North  Broad- 
way and  who  was  a friend  of  many  ex- 
changemen,  died  at  his  home  here.  He 
was  75.  Four  daughters  survive. 


Modern  Closes  for  Twelve 
Standard  Productions 

New  York — Modern  Film  has  closed  with 
Standard  Pictures  Distributing  Co.  for  ex- 
clusive foreign  rights  to  a series  of  six 
“Headley  Family”  comedies,  and  six  “Ra- 
dio Mysteries”  now  in  production. 

Modern  is  planning  a publicity  and  ad- 
vertising campaign  for  the  films  in  foreign 
markets. 


An  Anti-Dual  Stalwart 
Makes  Concession 

Virginia  Beach — ^William  F.  Crockett 
has  installed  a dual  policy  on  'Tuesdays  at 
the  Bayne  here.  As  head  of  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia,  Crockett  has  personally,  and 
for  the  organization,  fought  twin  bills, 
but  the  Tuesday  idea  at  the  Bayne  is 
just  for  the  winter. 


Moskowitz  on  Coast 

Hollywood — Joining  other  executives  in 
studio  conferences  is  Joseph  Moskowitz, 
of  the  20th  Century-Fox  home  office, 
where  he  functions  as  studio  contact. 


Philly  Independent 
Readies  Trust  Suit 


Philadelphia — David  Shapiro,  operating 
the  Admiral  Theatre  here  independently, 
late  this  week  was  ready  to  start  pro- 
ceedings against  Warner  Bros,  and  ma- 
jor exchanges  charging  violation  of  the 
anti-trust  and  monopoly  laws. 

Shapiro,  in  Washington  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  told  the  department  of  jus- 
tice that  local  exchanges  had  threatened 
to  cut  off  his  product  supply  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  threats  to  slash  prices  at  his 
Admiral  from  25  cents  to  a dime. 

Shapiro  asserted  he  will  seek  a restrain- 
ing injunction  against  exchanges  if  they 
go  ahead  and  “cut  off  my  product.” 

He  says  he  is  forced  to  cut  prices  to 
compete  with  Warner  houses  in  his  area 
who  have  priority  over  his  house  in  the 
booking  of  pictures,  despite  their  lower 
admission  prices. 

He  points  out  the  Keystone  Theatre,  a 
Warner  house,  with  a 20-cent  admission 
price,  has  a week’s  protection  over  him  in 
the  matter  of  film  buying.  He  says  the 
Admiral,  seating  1,400,  is  much  larger  than 
either  the  Wishart  or  the  Keystone,  lying 
in  his  territory. 

Shapiro  claims  he  has  evidence  that 
Warner  is  buying  film  for  these  two  houses 
at  prices  lower  than  he  is  paying. 

Shapiro  is  a charter  member  of  the  local 
Allied  unit.  That  organization,  he  says, 
is  taking  up  the  fight  for  him. 


Ed  Kuykendall  Returns 
To  Columbus,  Miss, 

Washington — Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA 
president,  left  for  liis  home  at  Columbus, 
Miss.,  over  the  weekend  and  is  due  to  re- 
turn here  February  6 for  the  annual 
MPTO  of  Virginia  convention  at  the  Carl- 
ton. William  F.  Crockett  is  slated  to  be 
continued  in  the  presidency  with  Ben  Pitts 
as  business  manager. 


Anti-Ascap  Legislation 
Is  Ohio  no  Goal 

Washington — 'Tlie  Independent  Theatre 
Owmers  of  Ohio,  Allied  affiliate,  will  cam- 
paign for  anti-Ascap  legislation  along  lines 
of  the  Washington  bill,  Martin  G.  Smith, 
president,  said  at  the  national  board  meet- 
ing here.  The  ITO  will  combine  with  hotels 
and  other  interests  in  the  state  fight. 


Which  One  Gets 
The  Big  Half? 

Hollywood — M-G-M  news  note: 

"Clark  Gable  is  importing  three  Chil- 
ean cow  ponies.  The  M-G-M  star  pur- 
chased the  sturdy  South  American 
stock  in  a partnership  basis  with  Andy 
Devine  who  is  interested  in  develop- 
ing a cow  pony  with  more  endurance 
than  the  current  models." 


gHjL  A'TTMORE,  RCA  engineer,  has 
bought  himself  an  airplane  . . . And 
Mervin  Ullman,  Altec  engineer,  traded  his 
old  car  in  for  a new  Studebaker  . . . Grace 
Heath,  cashier  at  Wilmer  & Vincent’s  Lee, 
was  married  recently  to  Johnny  Phaup  . . . 
Pete  Stainback  and  his  gang  from  Loew’s 
have  been  doing  a lot  of  bowling  lately, 
said  to  be  getting  ready  to  challenge  the 
winner  of  the  Neighborhood  Theatres 
League  . . . Muriel  Stevenson,  secretary 
to  A.  Prank  O’Brien,  Wilmer  & Vincent 
city  manager,  is  just  recovering  from  a 
serious  ear  ailment  contracted  while  visit- 
ing with  friends  at  a house  party  up  on 
the  Potomac  River. 

F.  M.  Holdren,  formerly  at  the  Colonial 
in  Galax,  is  now  managing  the  Rives  The- 
atre in  Martmsville  . . . Ben  Pitts,  owner 
of  the  Patrick  Henry  and  East  End  the- 
atres here,  and  other  houses  throughout 
the  State,  is  looking  for  a location  on 
Church  Hill  for  bowling  alleys  ...  A 
■number  of  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  service  staff  at  Loew’s.  Lenius  Maxey, 
assistant  chief,  resigned  to  go  with  the 
General  Baking  Co.;  Fred  Searls,  door- 
man, was  promoted  to  his  place;  Sam  Mar- 
tin was  added  to  the  staff  and  'William 
Andrews  upped  to  doorman  . . . Allen 
Sparrow  is  back  at  his  desk,  sending  Bob 
Etchberger  back  to  Norfolk. 

Neighborhood  Theatres  closed  the  Gin- 
ter  on  January  2 . . . Wilmer  & Vincent 
booked  the  first  stage  show  into  the  new 
Park  last  week  when  the  “Rio  Grande 
Rangers”  played  for  four  days  . . . Mor- 
ton G.  Thalhimer  has  returned  to  his 
office  after  being  in  bed  for  a week  with 
intestinal  grippe  . . . Clarence  Boykin, 
former  film  editor  of  the  Times -Dispatch, 
has  joined  the  staff  of  WRNL. 

The  prize  money  in  the  architectural 
competition  for  the  Festival  Theatre  to 
be  built  in  Williamsburg  has  been  in- 
creased to  $2,500. 


Pennsylvania  "Divorce" 
Bill  Threat  Reported 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Possibility  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a divorce  bill  before  the  new 
legislature  now  in  session  here,  separat- 
ing theatre  operation  from  production 
companies,  is  presently  absorbing  the  at- 
tention of  the  Pennsylvania  trade. 

Such  a measure  has  been  threatened 
by  State  Senator  Harry  Shapiro,  Demo- 
cratic floor  leader,  who  represented  Her- 
bert Elliot,  Philadelphia  independent,  in  a 
monopoly  suit  several  weeks  ago  against 
Warner  Bros. 

Serial  Sales  Will  Bring 
Awards  by  Columbia 

New  York — Columbia  has  set  up  .special 
cash  awards  on  serial  sales  in  addition 
to  the  drive  prizes  highlighting  “Colum- 
bia’s Personal  Achievement  Campaign,” 
which  ends  March  18.  The  special  awards 
will  be  based  on  total  sales  secured  at  the 
end  of  each  two-week  period,  starting 
Tuesday. 
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NEWS  AND  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 

A SHARP  REDUCTION  OF  DISTRIEDTION  RATES 
FOR  UNITED  ARTISTS  PRODUCERS  ANNOUNCED 


Changes  Few  in 
Academg  Rules 

But  few  changes  have  been  made  in 
rules  governing  procedure  of  selecting 
candidates  for  general  awards  in  the  forth- 
coming Academy  balloting,  which  starts 
January  26  and  for  which  a total  vote  of 
15,000  is  expected.  New  rules  were  set  up 
at  a meeting  of  the  Academy  rules  com- 
mittee, piloted  by  Prank  Capra,  Academy 
president. 

Instead  of  being  named,  as  previously, 
by  a special  committee,  the  winner  of  the 
Irving  Thalberg  memorial  award  for  “con- 
sistent high  quality”  of  production  by  an 
individual  producer  will  be  selected  from 
among  five  candidates  nominated  by  a 
committee  of  12  producers  appointed  by 
Capra. 

Class  A members  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  will  name  five  acting  award  candi- 
dates; Screen  Directors  Guild  will  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  directorial  honors; 
Screen  Writers  Guild  is  to  select  choices 
for  writing  awards.  Pinal  balloting  on  all 
these  divisions  will  be  open  to  actors,  writ- 
ers, directors,  and  producer-technician 
members  of  the  Academy. 

Same  groups  will  select  the  “best  pic- 
ture of  the  year”  from  among  ten  candi- 
dates. 

Winner  of  the  art  direction  award  will 
be  selected  by  a committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy  art  directors  divi- 
sion, each  studio  art  department  to  nomi- 
nate one  candidate.  Same  procedure  will 
be  pursued  for  the  cinematography  award. 

A new  award  has  been  added  in  the 
music  division.  One  will  be  given  for  best 
scoring,  regardless  of  music  used;  one  for 
best  original  score,  and  a third  for  the 
best  original  song  written  for  a motion 
picture.  Short  subjects  will  be  handled 
the  same  as  last  year,  with  special  com- 
mittees viewing  and  nominating  and  final 
selections  made  by  a committee  whose 
members  are  engaged  in  feature  produc- 
tion. 


Plan  Is  Retroactive  to 
Jan.  L 1938;  Confidence 
Vote  to  Silverstone 

A drastic  reduction  of  distribution  rates 
for  all  UA  producers  on  a sliding  scale, 
diminishing  as  grosses  on  a picture  in- 
crease, was  announced  in  a statement  by 
Maurice  Silverstone,  executive  committee 
chairman,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  com- 
pany’s annual  stockliolders’  meeting  here 
in  which  points  of  difference  apparently 
were  brushed  aside. 

The  plan,  retroactive  to  Jan.  1,  1938, 
calls  for  the  immediate  refund  to  mem- 
ber-producers of  “considerable  sums.” 

A vote  of  confidence  was  given  to  Sil- 
verstone by  stockholders,  who  declared  the 
meeting  the  “most  harmonious  and  pro- 
ductive” in  UA’s  history. 

All  producers  declared  themselves  as 
highly  gratified  with  the  company’s  new 
sales  program.  Silverstone  invited  “oth- 
ers with  quality  pictures”  to  join  the  UA 
family  and  announced  a decided  increase 
in  the  number  of  films  the  company  will 
handle  in  1939-40.  No  specific  figure 
was  mentioned. 

James  Roosevelt  was  elected  Goldwyn’s 
director  on  the  UA  board,  succeeding 
James  Mulvey,  resigned. 

Over  and  above  the  “kickback”  to  all 
producers,  however,  the  statement  was 
significantly  silent  on  the  division  of  the 
stockholders’  melon  and  the  status  of 
Selznick  International  in  the  UA  lineup. 

Lynn  Parnol,  advertising-publicity  chief, 
returned  to  New  York  after  attending  the 
initial  sessions  and  discussing  exploitation 
campaigns  on  forthcoming  films  with  Ed 
Small  and  Hal  Roach. 


Universal  Signs  Lee 

Universal  has  signed  Rowland  V.  Lee 
to  produce  and  direct  “The  Sun  Never 
Sets,”  story  of  the  British  diplomatic 
service,  scheduled  for  a March  start.  Basil 
Rathbone  draws  the  starring  role  and  W. 
P.  Lipscomb  is  on  the  script. 


Revamp  Precedes 
Standard  Spurt 

Sweeping  reorganization  of  the  execu- 
tive setup  of  Standard  Pictures  and  Stand- 
ard Distributing  Corp.  has  been  effected 
prior  to  launching  a concentrated  film- 
making  drive.  George  Laganas  replaces 
B.  W.  Richards  as  president,  Richards  re- 
maining as  a producer.  Albert  Laganas, 
Edwin  Bowen  and  George  Trainer  com- 
prise the  newly-elected  board  of  directors. 
Trainer  also  remaining  as  general  man- 
ager and  secretary  of  the  distributing  or- 
ganization. Harvey  Leavitt,  former  vice- 
president,  stays  as  associate  producer. 

Variety  Pictures  Ready 

The  new  president,  upon  returning  from 
a New  York  business  trip,  will  gun  “The 
Headleys  at  Home”  and  “20,000,000  Wit- 
nesses.” Trainer  has  left  on  a tour  of 
Standard’s  31  key  city  exchanges. 

Plans  to  get  into  immediate  action  are 
announced  by  Variety  Pictures  Corp.,  re- 
cently incorporated  to  produce  a series  of 
short  comedies  with  Charles  A.  Rogers  as 
supervising  director.  Company  is  located 
at  International  Studios  and  lists  “Rest 
Assured”  as  its  first  effort.  No  release 
has  been  announced  for  the  series,  carry- 
ing the  title  of  “True  Sketches.” 

Wheeler  Films  Through  RKO 

Bert  Wheeler,  former  RKO  Radio  com- 
edy star,  is  slated  to  return  to  that  com- 
pany’s fold  indirectly  when  papers  are 
signed  assuring  RKO  Radio  release  of 
pictures  to  be  made  starring  him  by  a 
new  independent  unit  headed  by  Director 
Charles  Reisner.  Deal  is  for  four  pictures, 
two  a year. 

Bennie  Zeidman  has  signed  Judith  Allen 
to  star  in  “Great  Diamond  Mystery”  and 
“Ladies  in  Prison,”  which  he  will  make  for 
Majestic  and  state-right  release.  Clifford 
Sanforth  has  signed  Violet  Rodda  to  script 
“The  Shadow  of  Chu-Sheng,”  first  of  a 
state-rights  series. 
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Signs  Point  to  Compromise 
Between  SDG-Producers 


Possibility  that  the  two-year-old  fight 
between  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  and 
producers  over  a collective  bargaining 
agreement  may  end  in  a compromise  SDG 
victory  within  two  weeks,  is  seen  in  the 
disclosure  that  Frank  Capra,  SDG  presi- 
dent, addressed  a letter  to  Guild  members 
informing  them  negotiations  now  under 
way  point  to  such  an  achievement. 

This  promise  of  peace  comes  in  addition 
to  the  fact  that  an  early  decision  is  ex- 
pected to  be  handed  down  by  the  national 
labor  relations  board  on  the  SDG  peti- 
tion. Capra  declared  producers  had  agreed 
to  set  up  an  80  per  cent  Guild  shop  for 
directors  and  assistants  on  a three-year 
contract,  but  that  unit  managers,  now 
SDG  members,  must  form  their  own  or- 
ganization. Assistants  will  receive  an  ap- 
proximate 50  per  cent  salary  increase,  the 


New  York — The  stage’s  latest  bids  for 
honors  include  the  following: 

*^Dear  Octopus” 

A comedy  in  three  acts  by  Dodie  Smith 
and  staged  by  Glen  Byam  Shaw.  Produced 
by  John  C.  Wilson  for  Transatlantic  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.  Tlris,  the  54th  play  of  the 
season,  opened  at  the  Broadhurst,  Janu- 
ary 11,  with  a cast  including  Rose  Hobart, 
Lucile  Watson,  Phyllis  Povah,  Lillian  Gish, 
Jack  Hawkins,  Reginald  Mason,  Phyllis 
Joyce,  Naomi  Campbell,  Robert  Craven. 
The  critical  approach: 

Walter  Winchell,  Daily  Mirror — It  is  far 
too  gentle  for  Americans  . . . old  lavender 
— a little  too  old  and  the  lavender  a 
little  too  faded. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (three  stars) 
— It  is  even  placid  to  the  point  of  being 
imdramatic;  a frankly  wholesome  and 
sentimental  non-irritant  of  the  theatre 
. . . carefully  cast  and  is  well  played. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Harold-Tribune — ^If 
you  think  that  you  would  enjoy  a month 
or  two  at  a nice,  quiet  house  party  in  the 
English  countryside,  reveling  in  the  splen- 
did qualities  of  a typical  family  gathered 
therein,  “Dear  Octopus”  is  just  the  play 
for  you.  Forgive  me  if  I don’t  go  with. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — It  is 
merely  a cavalcade  of  valentines  . . . What 
saves  the  play  from  sheer  taffy-puUing 
most  of  the  time  is  the  reticent  playing  of 
the  excellent  cast  that  Mr.  Wilson  has 
assembled. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — ^What  pro- 
tects her  script  . . . from  the  dangers  of 
unabashed  sweetness  in  a hard-boiled  age 
is  the  skill  of  the  extraordinary  cast  which 
J.  C.  Wilson  has  assembled. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Su7i — Such  plays 
shelter  playgoers  from  the  buffeting  of  the 
world.  And  such  plays  take  superior  act- 
ing. For  some  reason  they  usually  get  it. 


communication  said. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild  board  of  di- 
rectors has  adopted  a resolution  support- 
ing the  American  Federation  of  Radio 
Artists  in  the  event  the  threatened  na- 
tion-wide broadcasting  strike  is  called,  and 
forbidding  SAG  members  to  scab.  Should 
the  walkout  be  ordered,  SAG  leaders  said, 
the  new  SAG-Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund 
airshow  would  cease  immediately.  SAG 
directors  also  discussed  its  proposed 
agency  licensing  pact  and  set  a tentative 
date  of  January  30  to  meet  with  the 
Artists  Managers  Guild  to  approve  con- 
tracts. 

Anticipating  early  NLRB  certification  as 
exclusive  bargaining  agent,  the  Screen 
Publicists  Guild  meets  January  26  to  elect 
new  officers  and  to  draft  a tentative  work- 
ing agreement  to  submit  to  producers. 


Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — And  if  “Dear 
Octopus”  is  pleasantly  familiar,  quietly 
humorous  and  friendly,  it  is  because  she 
< Dodie  Smith)  knows  how  to  compound 
with  taste  and  affection  and  drew  a kind 
subsidized  glow  from  some  amiable  char- 
acters. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . has  sufficient  charm  and  freshness  to 
provide  a comfortable,  if  not  exciting,  eve- 
ning in  the  theatre. 

'The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest' 

Number  55  and  a revival  of  the  play  by 
Oscar  Wilde,  of  course.  Staged  by  Estelle 
Winwood  in  settings  by  Watson  Barratt. 
Producing  director,  Robert  Henderson. 
Producers  Richard  Aldrich  and  Richard 
Myers,  in  association  with  Albert  Tarbell. 
The  play  opened  at  the  Vanderbilt,  Janu- 
ary 12,  with  these  as  principals:  Clifton 
Webb,  Derek  Williams,  Estelle  Winwood, 
Hope  Williams,  Florence  McGee,  and  Helen 
Trenholme.  The  critics: 

Walter  Winchell,  Daily  Mirror — . . . 
tiresome  and  teejus  thing. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (two  stars 
plus) — . . . perfect  joy  for  40  minutes  and 
a pleasant  bore  for  60.  Still  a good  aver- 
age, as  comedies  go  . . . Webb  . . . always 
has  a good  sense  of  farce  . . . Miss  Win- 
wood is  nicely  formal  and  crisp. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — . . . 
on  the  whole  it  creaks  dismally  . . . some 
attractive  performances. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — Nor 
are  the  performances  projected  in  any  ex- 
act style. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — An  even  bet- 
ter reason  for  the  flatness  of  so  much  of 
the  farce  comedy  last  night  was  the  way 
in  which  it  was  being  played. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — Clifton  Webb, 
Estelle  Winwood,  Hope  Williams  and  Flor- 
ence McGee,  among  the  rest,  picked  their 


Complaint  Against 
Producers  Near 

Issuance  of  the  long-awaited  na- 
tional labor  relations  board  complaint 
against  producers  as  a result  of  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild's  charges  of 
coercion,  intimidation  and  unfair  labor 
practices  is  declared  to  be  imminent 
by  Bernard  Alpert,  special  government 
investigator.  Alpert  has  reported  that 
the  chore  of  revising  the  SWG  briefs 
and  correlating  45  additional  SWG 
charges  has  been  completed. 


way  carefully  among  the  epigrams,  paus- 
ing now  and  then  to  gasp  for  breath,  and 
the  wit  was  carefully  measured  out. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — But  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  Mr.  Wilde’s  cleverness  is  too 
trifling  for  a whole  evening  in  the  theatre. 
His  comedy  lacks  the  vitality  and  gusto 
of  honest  invention. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
But  cluttering  up  its  movement  there  are 
so  many  antiquated  bits  of  hokum,  horse- 
play, and  even  painful  and  downright 
silliness,  that  the  play  became  exceedingly 
boring. 

"Where  There's  a Will” 

This  is  the  56th  play  of  the  season.  A 
comedy  in  three  acts,  Edward  Stirling 
adapted  it  from  Sacha  Guitry’s  “Le  Nou- 
veau Testament.  Stirling  staged  and  pro- 
duced at  the  John  Golden,  January  17. 
The  cast  includes  the  producer,  Jessie 
Royce  Landis,  Frances  Reid,  A.  P.  Kaye, 
and  Margaret  Irving.  The  critics: 

W.  W.,  Daily  Mirror — . . . crowded  with 
conversation  and  not  enough  of  it  arrest- 
ing ...  It  is  simply  a small  group  of  adults 
trying  to  be  broadminded  about  their 
escapades  in  the  long  ago. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (one  star  plus)  — 
. . . halting  and  labored  comedy  . . . The 
cast  is  naturally  handicapped. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — . . . one  of 
the  most  wearisome  plays  of  the  season. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — The  opening 
of  the  third  act  disclosed  Mr.  Kaye,  as  the 
butler,  asleep  on  the  vacuum  cleaner,  but 
I think  the  audience  had  beaten  him  to 
the  doze  and  was  resting  very  nicely  on 
just  a vacuum. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — The  only  pleasant  fea- 
ture of  an  appalling  evening  is  Frances 
Reid.  She  is  a pretty  and  agreeable  young 
actress  who  manages  to  conduct  herself 
simply  and  well  during  all  this  dreary 
fol-de-rol  . . . 

R.  L.,  Smi — After  about  five  minutes 
. . . one  could  see  the  point,  all  too  clearly. 

B.  A.,  Times — But  clever  or  not,  it  is  not 
much  of  a story  in  the  Stirling  adaptation 
and  no  treat  along  the  boulevards  of 
Gotham. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — There  are 
two  relieving  figures  . . . One  is  Frances 
Reid,  who  makes  her  Broadway  debut  and 
who  has  many  winning  ways,  a captivat- 
ing smile  and  engaging  youth  and  fresh- 
ness. Under  better  direction  she  should  go 
far.  The  other  is  A.  P.  Kaye,  who  con- 
tributed several  amusing  moments  as  a 
comedy  butler.  Aside  from  that  relief  the 
whole  affair  was  a boring  piece  of  non- 
sense. 


Plays  ....  Possibilities 
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No  "Go-Between" 
Role  "Jimmy's" 

Clarification  of  James  Roosevelt’s  duties 
as  vice-president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc., 
in  answer  to  a number  of  rumors  that  he 
would  function  as  “go-between”  in  the  film 
world’s  dealings  with  the  government, 
came  during  the  speech  given  by  the 
President’s  son  at  a banquet  tendered  him 
by  J.  F.  T.  O’Connor  and  attended  by 
virtually  all  of  Hollywood’s  leading  indus- 
try figures. 

“To  you  gentlemen,  as  well  as  to  my 
family  and  myself,”  Roosevelt  said,  “I 
owe  the  duty  and  obligation  of  making 
sure  that  no  one  can  honestly  or  honor- 
ably, ever  connect  my  association  with  you 
to  the  industry  troubles  with  the  Federal 
government.  I cannot  believe  that  any 
fair-minded  person  would  even  expect  me 
to  dignify  such  insinuations.  I would  not 
even  mention  the  matter  here  except  that 
it  has  been  brought  up  in  such  a way  that 
I must  reiterate  once  again  and  for  the 
last  time  this  essential  fact.” 

The  new  Goldwyn  executive  further  ex- 
pressed his  implied  approval  of  Holly- 
wood’s unofficial  Americanism  campaign. 
Evaluating  the  industry,  he  declared: 

“Its  value  as  a salesman  of  our  goods 
through  the  world — as  a salesman  of  a 
great  liberty  and  freedom — are  limitless.” 

“As  a mere  aside,”  Roosevelt  went  on, 
“may  I add  that  at  least  one  amusing 
thing  to  me  has  been  to  find  that  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  is  not  so  far  from 
politics  in  the  number  and  inaccuracy  of 
its  rumors.” 

Messages  of  formal  welcome  to  Roose- 
velt were  forthcoming  from  Joseph 
Schenck,  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Jack  War- 
ner, who  were  introduced  by  O’Connor. 
The  trio  of  top  studio  executives  concurred 
in  the  sentiment  that  the  industry  needs 
“young  blood”  to  replace  the  old  members 
who  ultimately  must  disappear,  and  that 
men  of  Roosevelt’s  calibre  are  sorely  re- 
quired. 

Mayer,  J.  Walter  Ruben  and  Eddie  Man- 
nix  represented  M-G-M.  Others  attend- 
ing were  Goldwyn,  Alexander  Korda,  Ed- 
ward Small,  Walter  Wanger  and  Hal 
Roach  of  UA;  Cliff  Work  of  Universal; 
Harry  Cohn  of  Columbia;  David  O.  Selz- 
nick;  Darryl  Zanuck  and  William  Goetz 
of  20th  Century-Fox,  and  a host  of  other 
studio  personages. 


Warren  William  Is  a 
Very  Busy  Actor 

One  of  Hollywood’s  busiest  actors  dur- 
ing the  next  few  months  will  be  Warren 
William,  who  has  signed  with  Paramoimt 
for  one  of  the  top  roles  in  “The  Gracie 
Allen  Murder  Case,”  rolling  next  week, 
and  with  Edward  Small  for  “D’Artagnan” 
in  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 

William  is  also  under  contract  to  Co- 
lumbia to  star  in  four  “Lone  Wolf”  de- 
tective pictures  yearly. 
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(Continued  from  page  29) 
both;  but  neither  can  be  classified  as  bet- 
ter than  ordinary  program  entertainment. 
The  former  manifested  itself  as  more  or 
less  a re-hash  of  the  vast  quantity  of 
penitentiary  dramas  turned  out  by  the 
studio  in  the  past,  its  unoriginality  some- 
what redeemed  through  competent  acting 
and  straightforward  direction  by  Lewis 
Seiler,  under  Sam  Bischoff’s  production 
piloting.  The  latter,  also  directed  by 
Seiler  for  Producer  Bryan  Foy,  rates  but 
little  higher  in  the  scale. 

*  *  * tii 

Republic  sent  forth  two  reliable  program 
entries  in  “The  Mysterious  Miss  X,”  an 
adept  blend  of  farce-comedy  and  mystery, 
and  “Fighting  Thoroughbreds,”  an  enter- 
taining story  of  the  turf  and  the  people 
who  follow  the  sport  of  kings.  The  first 
of  the  two,  cast  in  the  familiar  detective- 
comedy  pattern,  features  a bright,  laugh- 
laden screenplay  by  Olive  Cooper  and  fast- 
paced  direction  by  Gus  Meins,  with  Her- 
man Schlom  credited  for  the  production 
chore.  “Fighting  Thoroughbreds”  is  equal- 
ly commendable,  the  racetrack  background 
being  given  a fresh  slant  by  Scenarists 
Wellyn  Totman  and  Franklyn  Coen.  Di- 
rector Sidney  Salkow  kept  the  action  mov- 
ing at  fast  pace  and  Producer  Armand 
Schaeffer  mounted  it  satisfactorily. 

* ♦ * 

Potentially  a strong  preachment  against 
economic  and  social  structures  as  they 
now  exist,  but  missing  its  mark  through 
over-emphasis  and  a lack  of  much-needed 
comedy  relief,  was  RKO  Radio’s  “Boy 
Slaves.”  Consequently,  what  might  have 
been  one  of  the  season’s  outstanding  pic- 
tures must  be  relegated  to  classification  as 
better-than-average,  but  not  outstanding, 
material.  P.  J.  Wolfson  draws  dual  credit 
as  producer-director. 


Brian  Donlevy  was  due  back  at  Para- 
mount late  this  week  after  a hurried  trip 
to  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  in  connection  with 
settling  the  estate  of  his  mother,  who  died 
recently. 

* 

Director  Anatole  Litvak  has  returned 
to  Warner  from  a trip  to  New  York  dur- 
ing which  he  scouted  stage  talent  for 
“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  conferred 
ivith  Edward  G.  Robinson,  who  will  star. 

* 

Carl  Laemmle  sr.,  celebrated  his  72nd 
birthday  this  week  by  inviting  a host  of 
friends  and  former  associates  to  a party 
at  his  Benedict  Canyon  estate. 

* 

Harold  Hurley,  Paramount  executive 
producer,  is  back  at  his  studio  desk  after 
two  weeks  in  New  York  conferring  with 
homeoffice  executives  on  his  1939-40  prod- 
uct lineup. 

•k 

John  Barrymore  and  Elaine  Barrie  have 
deserted  Hollywood  for  the  time  being, 
heading  for  New  York  to  begin  rehearsing 


Committee  of  56 
Program  Ahead 

Rapid  strides  in  carrying  forth  the  pro- 
gram of  the  Committee  of  56,  ultimate 
goal  of  which  is  to  secure  20,000,000  to 
its  Declaration  of  Economic  Independence 
from  Nazi  Germany,  continue  to  be  re- 
ported by  the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League, 
headquarters  for  the  Committee’s  activi- 
ties. Particularly  successful  are  the  steps 
being  taken  to  organize  sub-committees 
in  the  east  and  midwest.  Impressive 
signatures  gained  in  New  York  include 
those  of  Newbold  Morris,  president  of  the 
city  council  and  a descendant  of  Gouve- 
neur  Morris,  and  Carrie  Chapman  Catt, 
noted  suffragette. 

The  League  itself  is  concentrating  on  its 
January  30  mass  meeting,  declaring  it  will 
present  “a  living  newspaper  of  six  years 
of  Hitler  terror”  on  the  day  ending  the 
sixth  year  of  Nazism.  Skits,  music  and 
speeches  will  be  forthcoming  from  a host 
of  leading  Hollywood  progressives,  among 
them  outstanding  names  in  the  film 
colony. 

League  officials  declared  that  none  of 
the  anti-industry  broadsides,  whose  dis- 
tribution some  months  ago  precipitating 
the  expose  of  Henry  Allen  and  the  Mili- 
tant Christian  Patriots  as  anti-Semitic 
agitators,  were  discovered  among  the  10,- 
000  scurrilous  circulars  seized  when  the 
district  attorney’s  office  raided  German- 
American  Bund  headquarters.  Herman 
Schwinn,  Pacific  Coast  director  of  the 
Bund,  and  four  others  were  arrested  dur- 
ing a costume  party,  but  later  released 
with  a stern  warning  that  any  further 
distribution  of  such  literature  would  lead 
to  felony  prosecution  under  criminal 
syndicalism  laws. 


for  a forthcoming  play. 

★ 

Claudette  Colbert  will  leave  next  week 
for  a short  vacation  in  San  Valley,  Idaho. 
Her  current  Paramount  picture  chore  is 
nearing  completion. 

★ 

Having  completed  his  latest  M-G-M  as- 
signment, Director  S.  Sylvan  Simon  is  va- 
cationing at  Palm  Springs. 

•k 

Errol  Flynn  and  Bruce  Cabot  have  left 
for  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  guests  of  honor 
at  President  Roosevelt’s  birthday  ball,  to 
be  held  January  30. 

k 

After  three  weeks  here  on  business  at 
the  Walt  Disney  plant,  Richard  Condon, 
the  cartoon-maker’s  eastern  publicity 
representative,  has  returned  to  New  York. 
He  is  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

★ 

Honeymooning  in  Northern  California 
are  Grant  Hough  of  Agfa-Ansco’s  techni- 
cal staff,  and  Doris  Humphreys.  They 
eloped  to  Las  Vegas. 
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ITO  Members  to  Hear  Full 
Parley  Report  Jan.  23 


Los  Angeles — Members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Cal.  and 
Ariz.  will  be  given  a detailed  description 
of  developments  which  occurred  at  the 
resumed  exhibitor-distributor  trade-prac- 
tice parleys  in  New  York,  and  the  course 
their  organization  will  pursue  in  regard 
thereto,  at  a general  membership  meeting 
called  for  January  23  at  the  Elks’  Club. 

Tlrat  was  the  announcement  of  Presi- 
dent A1  Galston,  who,  with  Robert  Poole, 
general  secretary,  has  just  returned  from 
the  huddles,  which  they  attended  at  the 
request  of  Sidney  R.  Kent  and  at  which 
revisions  of  the  tentative  trade-practice 
draft  were  made. 

George  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO 
Radio,  and  Ned  Depinet,  distribution  chief, 
will  attend  the  meeting  as  guests  of  honor. 
Both,  members  of  the  distributors’  trade 
group,  will  be  speakers,  presenting  an  “in- 
timate description  of  the  committee’s  ac- 
tivity,’’ according  to  Galston. 

Pending  the  membership  huddle,  how- 
ever, neither  Galston  nor  Poole  will  ex- 
pand on  their  statements  that  “satisfac- 
tory progress  was  made’’  at  the  resumed 
eastern  huddles. 

Nathansons  Testimonial 
Draws  Many  Friends 

Los  Angeles — Filmrow  friends  and  busi- 
ness acquaintances  of  Sam  Nathanson 
turned  out  en  masse  at  a testimonial  din- 
ner given  for  him  at  the  Jonathan  Club, 
felicitating  him  on  his  appointment  as 
western  sales  manager  for  Tri-National 
Films,  distributors  of  French  and  English 
pictures.  Nathanson  resigned  his  job  as 
Columbia  salesman,  with  which  firm  he 
had  been  connected  for  12  years,  to  ac- 
cept the  post. 

Tri-National  has  opened  offices,  occupy- 
ing the  space  previously  used  by  Grand 
National,  at  1910  S.  Vermont. 

Mayor  Carson  Renames 
Portland  Reviewers 

Portland,  Ore. — All  members  of  the  mu- 
nicipal board  of  review,  Portland’s  motion 
picture  censor  board,  were  reappointed  by 
Mayor  Joseph  K.  Carson,  effective  Janu- 
ary 1,  for  the  coming  year. 


Reopening  in  Palms 

Palms,  Cal. — Ben  Peskay  will  reopen  the 
Palms  Tlieatre  late  next  week,  having  ac- 
quired it  from  the  estate  of  A.  H.  Miller. 
'Theatre  has  been  dark  since  Miller’s  death 
recently. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN”  Facts 

Are  you  kidding  yourself  into  believing 
that  everybody  else  is  wrong  about  pop- 
corn ? 

“Me  Included^ 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 


REVIEW 

FLASHES 

FOUR  GIRLS  IN  WHITE  (M-G-M)— A keen 
study  of  hospital  routine  and  training 
period  for  nurses,  educational  factors  of 
which  are  far  more  noteworthy  than  hum- 
drum story  thread.  The  cast,  headed  by 
Florence  Rice,  capable  throughout.  S.  Syl- 
van Simon  directed.  Nat  Levine  produced. 

OFF  THE  RECORD  (WB)— Breezy  comedy- 
drama  with  gangster-newspaper  back- 
ground and  equipped  for  yeoman  service 
as  programmer.  Pat  O'Brien  and  loan 
Blondell,  as  two  newshawks  who  under- 
take regeneration  of  an  incipient  hood- 
lum, portrayed  by  Dead  Ender  Bobby  Jor- 
don, head  able  cast.  Sam  Bischoff  pro- 
duced. James  Flood  directed. 

PRIDE  OF  THE  NAVY  (Rep)— An  entertaining 
service  story,  budgeted  in  the  lesser 
brackets,  but  possessing  several  original 
twists.  James  Dunn  tops  the  cast  with  a 
typical  portrayal,  ably  supported  by  Ro- 
chelle Hudson  and  Gordon  Oliver.  Charles 
Lamont  directed. 

RIDE  'EM  COWGIRL  (GN)— First  of  the  series 
of  westerns  featuring  the  new  cowgirl  star, 
Dorothy  Page,  which  is  a novelty  angle, 
but  the  story  lacks  substance.  Miss  Page 
is  attractive,  sings  and  rides  nicely  though. 
Samuel  Diege  directed. 

ST.  LOUIS  BLUES  (Para)— After  a dearth  of 
filmusicals,  patrons  should  enthusiastically 
welcome  this  diverting  bit  of  hokum  offer- 
ing a wide  variety  of  entertainment.  Sub- 
stantially produced  and  boasting  an  im- 
pressive cast.  Jeff  Lazarus  produced.  Raoul 
Walsh  directed. 

YOU  CAN'T  GET  AWAY  WITH  MURDER 
(WB) — Still  another  crime  feature  with  ac- 
tion centered  in  Sing  Sing  and  resorting  to 
every  prison  cliche.  Picture's  monotony 
somewhat  relieved  by  sincere  perform- 
ances, Dead  Ender  Billy  Halop  rating  most 
credit.  Sam  Bischoff  produced.  Lewis 
Seiler  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 

Pavlow  Plans  800-Seat 
Fullerton  Theatre 

Fullerton,  Cal. — A1  Pavlow,  southern 
California  operator,  plans  to  build  an  800- 
seat  house  here,  construction  to  start 
within  a few  weeks. 


Rob  York  of  $275 

Los  Angeles — Bandits  held  up  the  York 
Theatre,  a Hulbert-Cantor  house,  on  Whit- 
tier Blvd.,  and  escaped  with  $275. 


SlEATTt  E 

piRST  a correction.  In  this  column  of 

December  10  we  quoted  an  item  from 
a daily  paper  concerning  a fire  at  a the- 
atre in  Goldendale.  This  should  have  read 
Glendale.  Thanks  for  calling  this  to  our 
attention,  Mr.  L.  A.  Moore  . . . Visitors 
to  the  Garden  of  Eden  at  Treasure  Is- 
land, which  opens  at  the  World’s  Fair  in 
San  Francisco,  no  doubt  will  get  a glimpse 
of  Flo  Ash  doing  a very  special  dance 
routine.  For  your  information  Flo  is  from 
this  town  and  is  a champion  at  baking 
three-layer  banana  cakes  and  has  just 
smeared  the  front  pages  of  the  local  dailies 
with  her  hobby. 

Jim  Hone,  secretary  of  the  MPTO  of 
Washington,  is  suing  the  city  of  Seattle 
for  injuries  received  when  his  car  was 
smacked  by  a bus  recently.  Jim  is  asking 
$15,000  damages  with  additional  items  to 
be  covered  such  as  medical  services,  hos- 
pital expense,  and  for  the  wrecked  auto- 
mobile . . . Art  Bishell,  who  has  been 
pinch -hitting  for  Eddie  Hudson  as  office 
manager  for  General  Films,  has  resigned 
and  will  open  his  own  exchange  to  handle 
state  right  and  roadshow  attractions. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Theatre  Owners  aU  voted  in  favor  of 
returning  to  single  bill  policy  with  the 
exception  of  one  chain  organization,  which 
will  take  the  matter  up  with  its  home  of- 
fice. If  endorsed,  it  is  expected  that  single 
bills  will  be  in  effect  by  the  middle  of 
March.  A petition  and  agreement  is  now 
being  passed  among  the  independent  the- 
atre ovmers  for  their  signatures. 

Grover  Parsons,  coast  division  head  for 
Republic  is  in  town,  but  just  missed  J.  T. 
Sheffield  who  has  left  for  a tour  of  his 
branches  in  Denver,  Salt  Lake  and  Butte 
. . . John  Hamrick,  general  manager  of 
Hamrick-Evergreen  theatres  has  gone  to 
spend  several  weeks  in  Palm  Springs  . . . 
Frank  and  Mrs.  Newman  back  home  from 
their  vacation  in  Honolulu  and  California, 
where  they  paid  a visit  to  their  son-in-law 
and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pandro  Ber- 
man . . . Senior  and  Beryl  Mercy  also  back 
from  their  extended  visit  to  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles. 

BiUy  Conner,  assistant  city  manager  in 
Tacoma  for  Hamrick-Edris  theatres, 
proudly  displaying  autographed  photos  of 
Deanna  Durbin,  and  Shirley  Temple,  sent 
for  his  young  daughter,  Gail  . . . Jack 
Shallow  jr.  and  George  Hiddleston,  the 
producers  of  the  successful  Ski  Revue, 
have  left  for  Hollywood  to  visit  friends  at 
both  Warner  and  Paramount  studios.  They 
hope  to  interest  one  of  the  studios  in 
making  a full  length  skiing  picture  on 
Mount  Hood  and  Mount  Rainier  and  both 
the  boys  hope  to  have  an  active  part  in 
the  production.  Jack  was  formerly  with 
the  Warner  branch  here. 

Jack  Schlaifer  in  from  the  east  on  his 
semi-annual  swing  through  United  Artists 
western  territory  . . . W.  D.  Coleman,  su- 
perintendent of  the  soldiers  home  at  Ret- 
sil  was  on  the  Row  arranging  for  product 
to  be  shown  in  the  new  completely 
equipped  auditorium  . . . Word  from  Loren 
Wahl  in  Bellingham  tells  of  the  burning 
(Continued  on  page  34) 
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^ J.  O’KEEFE,  western  division  manager 
of  Universal,  hurried  in  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  meet  President  Nate  Blumberg 
and  William  Scully,  general  sales  man- 
ager, when  they  stopped  in  at  the  ex- 
change for  a look-around  as  a sidelight  to 
their  studio  visit. 

Booking  visitors:  Ned  Calvi  of  the  Plaza 
and  Rex,  Hawthorne;  George  Bourke,  New 
Art  and  Tivoli,  Sawtelle;  Charles  Alden, 
operator  of  the  Fox  Alden,  in  Globe,  Ariz.; 
Dwight  Harkins,  State,  Tempe,  Ariz.;  Roy 
Hunt,  partner  with  Fox  West  Coast  in  the 
Fox  Riverside,  Riverside;  Frank  Daluskis. 
Daluskis,  Buena  Park;  Fred  Seigel,  up 
from  the  Palomar  in  Oceanside;  F.  R. 
Ward,  Valley,  Lancaster;  Glenn  Cooper, 
Hugh  Bruen’s  assistant  at  the  Whittier, 
Wardman  and  Roxy  theatres  in  Whittier, 
and  Frank  Roos,  former  manager  of  the 
Fair  Oaks,  Pasadena. 

G.  A.  Page,  who  owns  the  Hanford  The- 
atre in  Hanford,  is  spending  most  of  his 
time  in  Torrance  these  days  overseeing 
the  construction  of  his  new  600-seat  house 
there.  Page  hopes  to  have  it  open  in  60 
days. 

The  Temple  Theatre,  owned  by  Mrs.  H. 
E.  Swan  and  Mrs.  Ray  Peterson,  will  boost 
its  admission  prices  from  25  to  30  cents, 
January  24  . . . The  Lido,  a Gore  Bros, 
house,  has  already  jumped  from  30  to  35 
cents. 

Visitors:  Bob  Dunnigan,  in  from  Blythe, 
Ariz.,  where  he  operates  the  Rio  Theatre 
. . . Monty  Friend,  of  the  Montrose,  Mon- 
trose . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Pierson,  of 
the  Lone  Pine,  Lone  Pine. 

Ben  Fish,  western  division  manager  for 
United  Artists,  has  returned  from  a 
lengthy  jaunt  around  his  exchange  circuit. 

George  A.  Hickey,  western  division  su- 
pervisor for  Metro,  has  returned  from  a 
San  Francisco  business  trip  . . . Salesman 
Sam  Davis  of  the  local  M-G-M  exchange 
has  gone  to  Yuma,  his  first  selling  trip 
into  the  Arizona  territory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  O’Keefe  are  receiv- 
ing congratulations  on  their  25th  wedding 
anniversary . O’Keefe  operates  the  May- 
wood  Theatre  in  Maywood. 

Fred  Young  of  Wagner  Silhouette  Let- 
ters has  returned  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  he  visited  his  mother,  who  is  ill 
. . . Mrs.  Foster  Jackson  of  the  Elsinore 
Theatre,  Elsinore,  came  in  to  do  some 
booking. 

Seymour  Fisher,  booker  at  Columbia  for 
the  past  four  years,  has  been  promoted 
and  will  take  a crack  at  selling.  He  re- 
places Sam  Nathanson,  who  has  resigned 
. . . Having  left  the  employ  of  Grand  Na- 
tional as  salesman  in  San  Francisco,  L.  E. 
Kennedy  is  visiting  locally  . . . In  for  book- 
ings was  Mrs.  Charles  Gartner,  operator 
of  the  El  Rancho  Theatre  in  Moorpark 
. . . Howard  Perretz  has  joined  M-G-M  as 
a booker,  filling  in  for  Jack  Jacobs,  who 
is  out  on  sick  leave. 

Jack  Jacobs,  Metro  booker,  is  reported 
doing  splendidly  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital 
following  a serious  operation  there.  He 
is  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  exchange. 


Solid  for  Drive 
On  Paralysis 

Los  Angeles  — Independent  showmen 
and  the  Fox  West  Coast  circuit  are  lining 
up  solidly  in  support  of  the  national  in- 
fantile paralysis  campaign  which  gets  un- 
derway January  22. 

Jack  Y.  Berman,  chairman  of  the  inde- 
pendent committee,  has  tied  in  with  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Cal. 
and  Ariz.,  to  urge  all  unaffiliated  ex- 
hibitors to  book  the  special  trailer  pre- 
pared by  20th  Century-Fox  and  to  for- 
ward the  money  collected  to  the  ITO. 
Funds,  in  turn,  will  be  forwarded  to 
Joseph  Schenck,  California  chairman  of 
the  campaign.  Abe  Gore  of  the  Gore  Bros, 
circuit,  and  Max  Sinker  of  Carlin-Sinker 
Enterprises,  are  working  with  Berman. 

FWC’s  participation  in  the  drive  is  be- 
ing directed  by  Charles  Buckley,  head  of 
the  legal  department.  All  houses  in  the 
chain  are  set  to  book  the  trailer. 


Bar  sky  and  Sproul  Open 
Anaheim  House  Feb,  1 

Anaheim,  Cal. — Closed  for  the  past  12 
years,  the  Grand  Theatre  will  be  reopened 
February  1 by  Doc  Barsky  and  Bob 
Sproul  on  a lease  relinquished  by  Fox 
West  Coast.  Sproul,  who  operates  the 
Brentwood  Theatre  in  Santa  Monica,  will 
be  the  active  manager  at  the  Grand. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


ID)  IIE  M V IE  IR 

^HE  report  that  the  We-Go  Film  De- 
livery had  been  sold  was  in  error.  The 
company  is  still  delivering  films  to  Denver 
theatres. 

G.  Notrianni  has  sold  his  Navajo  The- 
atre in  Denver  to  D.  M.  Nogro,  who  is  new 
to  the  business.  Notrianni  is  now  working 
at  the  Denver  Poster  exchange. 

Dave  Hess,  long  an  exhibitor  in  this  ter- 
ritory, died  at  his  Del  Norte,  Colo.,  home 
of  a heart  attack. 

The  Cine  Theatre  at  Espanola,  N.  M., 
has  been  sold  by  Mrs.  B.  L.  Riedel  to  John 
C.  Woods. 

Dave  Davis,  manager  of  the  Atlas  the- 
atres (the  C.  U.  “Bank  Night”  Yeager 
chain),  has  made  these  changes:  Walter 
Jancke  goes  from  the  Rex,  Brighton,  Colo., 
to  the  Granada,  Monte  Vista,  Colo.,  re- 
placing Frank  Brown,  resigned:  Ray 
Lounsbury,  assistant,  has  been  made  man- 
ager of  the  Pioneer,  Lamar,  Colo.,  succeed- 
ing Harry  Moore,  who  goes  to  the  Salida 
at  Salida,  Colo.;  Carl  Smith  goes  from  the 
Gem,  Golden,  Colo.,  to  the  Rex  at  Brigh- 
ton, Colo.;  Ralph  Hamilton,  a new  man 
in  the  organization,  will  manage  the  Gem, 
Golden;  Dick  Jancke  from  the  Jewel, 
Denver,  to  Salida,  and  George  Sandstrom, 
former  manager  of  the  Civic  Theatres’ 
Egyptian,  Denver,  has  been  made  manager 
of  the  Santa  Fe,  Denver. 

A small  fire  in  the  booth  at  the  Lyons 
Theatre,  Lyons,  Colo.,  destroyed  a couple 
of  rolls  of  film. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

'THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

==========  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  --  = 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

DIRECTOR  CHARLES  VIDOR  signed  to  one- 
picture  deal  to  pilot  "Blind  Alley"  for  Producer 
Fred  Kohlniar. 

MAURI  GRASHIN  joins  Irving  Briskin’s  writ- 
ing staff. 

—Metro 

IAN  HUNTER  signs  term  acting  contract,  with 
a role  in  "Tarzan  in  Exile"  as  his  first  assign- 
ment. 

GENE  REYNOLDS,  child  actor,  given  contract 
extension. 

SID  KULLER  joins  writing  department. 

RAY  GOLDEN  handed  term  writing  contract. 

— ^Paramount 

STUART  PALMER  signs  one-year  writing  ticket. 
— RKO  Radio 

JERRY  CADY  joins  writing  staff. 

— Hal  Roach 

HARRY  LANGDON  draws  new  long-term  con- 
tract as  Oliver  Hardy’s  comedy-partner. 

—Paramount 

JOYCE  MATHEWS,  starlet,  held  for  another 
term,  her  contract  as  a minor  having  been  given 
Superior  Court  approval. 

— Selznick  International 

RICHARD  CARLSON  given  extension  on  act- 
ing contract. 

— 30th  Century-Fox 

BARRY  TRIVERS  joins  writing  department  to 
script  an  original  for  Jane  Withers. 

HENRY  FONDA  signs  long-term  acting  con- 
tract to  appear  in  two  pictures  yearly.  First 
will  be  the  title  role  _in  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln," 
story  of  the  Civil  War  president  in  his  days  as 
a lawyer. 

— Universal 

BELA  LUGOSI  draws  new  five-year  acting  con- 
tract as  a result  of  his  work  in  "Son  of  Franken- 
stein." 

WILLIS  COOPER,  writer,  given  new  contract. 
— Warper  Bros. 

BILL  TABOR,  night-club  singer,  signs  term 
acting  contract  and  draws  featured  spot  in 
"Gantry,  the  Great." 


I^AIILT  IILAKIIE 

^HE  United  Artists  exchange  has  moved 

to  larger  and  very  attractive  quarters 
at  210  East  First  South  St.  . . . UA’s  sales 
manager,  R.  J,  Cadman,  is  calling  on  ex- 
hibitors in  Montana  . . . Leo  Adler,  UA 
traveling  auditor,  is  on  duty  at  the  local 
branch. 

The  Sheffield- Republic  exchange  is 
cojitemplating  movmg,  by  February  1,  into 
the  former  quarters  occupied  by  United 
Artists  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield  was  visiting  the 
local  offices  before  heading  for  Denver. 

John  Barrymore  and  his  wife,  Elaine 
Barrie,  were  brief  visitors  in  Salt  Lake 
City  en  route  east. 

J.  J.  Gillette  of  the  Strand  Theatre, 
Tooele,  Utah,  who  has  been  confined  in 
the  local  St.  Marks  Hospital  follovhng  an 
operation  on  his  eyes,  is  reported  getting 
along  nicely. 

Martin  S.  Harris,  operator  of  the  Strand 
Theatre  at  Evanston,  Wyo.,  was  on  the 
Row  last  week  booking. 

Service  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has  in- 
stalled new  carpets  in  the  Ely  Theatre  at 
Ely,  Nev.,  and  new  drapes  for  the  Austin 
Theatre  in  the  same  town. 

FTP  Publicity  Director 
Resigns  Coast  Berth 

Los  Angeles — Peter  O’Crotty,  publicity 
director  for  the  federal  theatre  project  in 
this  territory,  has  resigned,  effective  im- 
mediately, and  has  left  for  Washington. 
No  reason  for  his  resignation  was  forth- 
coming. 


LET  THERE  be  no  doubt  in  anybody’s 
mind — Prank  Clark’s  farewell  party 
was  a howling  success  . . . Walter  Leverett 
and  Lee  Ryan  were  in  town  from  Med- 
ford and  Ashland  ...  A fire  drill  at  Uni- 
versal halted  a telephone  conversation  for 
Johnny  Harvey.  It  seems  Capt.  E.  A. 
Ranes  was  making  one  of  his  monthly 
visits. 

Eno  Hemmila  of  Medford,  S.  G.  Men- 
denhahl  of  Grants  Pass  and  Don  Rada- 
baugh  of  Roseburg  were  on  the  Row  for 
a three-day  stretch  . . . W.  D.  Thrall  of 
Junction  City  came  in  to  represent  the 
lower  Willamette  valley  . . . Portland’s 
municipal  board  of  reviews  made  one 
elimination  in  one  picture  in  December 
and  passed  105  films,  totaling  463  reels, 
according  to  Mrs.  Eleanor  T.  Colwell, 
secretary.  The  board  held  three  special 
meetings,  she  said. 

All  of  the  Hamrick-Evergreen  managers 
took  one  day  off  for  a division  meeting  in 
Seattle  with  A1  Pinkelstein  and  Mose 
Mesher  heading  the  delegation.  In  the 
Puget  Sound  city  the  event  took  place  in 
the  Italian  Club  . . . “Kap”  Kuhn  came 
to  town  from  Lebanon  with  his  son,  Rolin 
. . . Down  from  Seattle  was  Bill  Foreman 
of  the  Danz  theatres. 

Universal’s  district  manager  from  Los 
Angeles,  A.  J.  O’Keefe,  dropped  in  on  Ms 
way  to  Seattle  . . . George  Gould  of  Dallas 
was  a visitor  during  the  week  ...  So  was 
Harry  Percy  of  White  Salmon  and  Bingen, 
Washington  and  Paramount’s  George 
Sjnith  . . . Jack  Schlaifer,  UA’s  western 
sales  rnajiager,  also  in  town  and  bringing 
with  him  Ben  Fish. 


SEATTLE 

'Continued  from  page  32) 
of  his  beautiful  new  home  to  the  ground 
. . . Al  Goldstein  off  to  Portland  to  look 
over  his  Monogram  interests. 

Work  on  the  new  20th-Fox  exchange  is 
coming  along  fine.  The  Row  will  be  glad 
when  the  noise  of  those  trip-hammers 
stop.  Office  managers  are  hollering  their 
dictation  and  the  stenos  can’t  get  their 
mind  on  their  work  . . . Jules  Laurent  has 
resigned  from  the  Universal  sales  force 
and  has  returned  to  Los  Angeles  . . . R. 
H.  Ownby  has  taken  over  the  new  Pic  The- 
atre in  Hoquiam  . . . George  Blair  and 
his  family  spending  a weekend  at  his 
summer  home  on  Vashon  Island  . . .Wal- 
ter Martin  of  the  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
change took  15  minutes  off  work  to  rush 
and  get  married.  Bride  is  a “non-profes- 
sional.” 

Glen  Haviland  telling  of  wrecking  the 
neiv  car  he  was  driving  here  from  the  east. 
A truck  skidded  into  him  during  a snow- 
storm . . . Dad  Abbott  has  given  up  his 
auto  agency  in  Sedro-Woolley  and  will  de- 
vote all  his  time  to  his  Dream  Theatre. 

L.  J.  McGinley  addressed  the  Women’s 
University  Club  on  “Current  Trends  in 
Motion  Pictures”  . . . Tentative  plans  now 
are  being  laid  for  a winter  ball  to  be  given 
by  the  Northwest  Film  Club. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

GUY  ENDORE  to  second  in  the  "Lone  Wolf" 
series,  featuring  Warren  William.  Joseph  Sistrom 
will  produce. 

MILTON  GROPPER  to  "51  People,"  a mystery 
drama,  which  Irving  Briskin  will  produce. 

— l.<arry  Dannour 

WILLIAM  A.  ULLMAN  to  an  untitled  Jack 
Holt  starrer. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

JO  SWELLING  signs  three-year  writing  con- 
tract. First  assignment  is  "The  Last  Frontier," 
a Gary  Cooper  starrer. 

— Metro 

MARY  McCALL  jr.,  to  "Dark  Dames."  J.  Wal- 
ter Ruben  produces. 

WILLIAM  LUDWIG  to  an  untitled  episode  in 
the  "Judge  Hardy  Family"  series. 

— Monogram 

MARTIN  MOONEY  to  "Murder  in  the  Big 
House." 

— Paramount 

ANTHONY  VEILLER  to  "Disputed  Passage," 
from  the  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  novel,  in  which  Doro- 
thy Lamour,  Akim  Tamiroff  and  Robert  Pres- 
ton have  been  given  toplines.  Harlan  Thompson 
is  the  producer. 

— I^incipal 

CLARENCE  MUSE  and  LANGSTON  HUGHES 
collaborate  on  "Song  of  Tomorrow,"  a Bobby 
Breen  starrer,  which  Bernard  Vorhaus  will  direct. 
— Kepublic 

BETTY  BURBRIDGE  and  LUCI  WARD  to 
"Heroes  Out  of  the  Desert,"  a Three  Mesquiteers 
western. 

BRIAN  MARLOWE  to  "The  Last  Man." 

DORIS  MALLOY  to  "Stand  Up  and  Sing," 
musical  which  Herman  Schlom  will  produce. 

GEORGE  TATES  to  "Find  Jimmy  Valentine," 
from  his  own  original. 

GERALD  GERAGHTY  to  "Mountain  Rhythm," 
Gene  Autry  western. 

—RKO  Radio 

WINIFRED  KAY  joins  JAMES  CANNON  and 
GREGORY  LACAVA  on  script  of  "My  Fifth  Ave- 
nue Girl." 

— Clifford  Sanforth 

VIOLET  RODDA  to  "The  Shadow  of  Chu- 
Sheng,"  first  in  a series  of  melodramas  based  on 
stories  by  Eugene  Thomas.  Pictures  are  for 
state-right  release. 

— Universal 

ALEX  GOTTLIEB  to  "Metropolitan  Police,"  a 
story  by  Martin  Mooney. 

CHARLES  GRAYSON  to  "For  Love  of  Money," 
an  original  by  Timothy  Carroll. 

WILLIAM  P.  LIPSCOMB  to  "The  Sun  Never 
Sets.” 

— Walter  Wanger 

BUDD  SCHULBERG  completes  "Winter  Carni- 
val." 

— Warner  Bros. 

MAURICE  LEO  to  "Tough  Angels." 

NORMAN  REILLY  RAINE  and  AENEAS 
MACKENZIE  to  "Elizabeth  the  Queen,"  from 
Maxwell  Anderson’s  play,  co-starring  Bette  Davis 
and  Errol  Flynn. 

ABEM  FINKEL  to  “Beethoven,"  a forthcom- 
ing Paul  Muni  starrer. 

ROBERT  ROSSEN  to  "Freedom  of  the  Press." 

MAURICE  LEO  to  "Tough  Angels;"  DEAN 
FRANKLIN  teamed  with  LEE  KATZ  on  "The 
Drug  King.” 

KEN  GAMET  to  "Nancy  Drew — Trouble 
Shooter,"  one  of  a series  featuring  Bonita  Gran- 
ville. 

ROWLAND  LEIGH  to  "Forgive  Us  Our  Tres- 
passes," from  the  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  novel. 


Start  on  New  Sanborn 
House  in  Three  Weeks 

El  Monte,  Cal. — Work  will  start  in  three 
weeks  on  a new  de  luxe  theatre,  to  be 
owned  and  operated  by  A.  L.  Sanborn. 
Sanborn  already  operates  the  Rialto  The- 
atre here  and  the  Baldwin  in  Baldwin 
Park. 


Milton  Arthur  Increases 
String  to  Five  Houses 

Long  Beach,  Cal. — Milt  Arthur  has  pur- 
chased the  Lee  Theatre  from  A.  W.  Mac- 
Manus  and  the  Brayton  from  Sam  Gar- 
gano.  Arthur  already  operates  the  Rivoli, 
Ritz  and  Cabart. 
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INDEPENDENT  COMBINE  FOR  BIG  GIVEAWAYS 
IS  ANSWER  TO  WARNER-SAXE  BAN  TDRN-DOWN 


Sales  Tax  Prelude 

Milwaukee — Indications  that  Wisconsin  exhibitors  will  be  confronted  with  a 
"luxury  tax"  is  seen  in  an  attempt  being  made  to  pass  enabling  legislating  per- 
mitting Milwaukee  to  grant  tax  exemption  on  the  first  $4,000  valuation  of  home- 
steads and  to  impose  a two  per  cent  city-wide  sales  tax. 

So  far,  neither  the  council  nor  any  of  its  committees  has  gone  on  record  favoring 
a sales  tax  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  such  legislation  would  be  passed  so  long  as 
it  applies  solely  to  the  city  of  Milwaukee.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  this  local 
move  is  a springboard  for  a state  sales  tax  with  theatre  admission  quite  likely  to 
be  included. 

Also  expected  to  receive  attention  at  Madison,  in  the  state  legislature  which 
convened  January  11,  are  bills  for  repeal  of  the  anti-slot  machine  law  and  for 
lotteries  for  revenue. 


Films,  Health  Are 
Study  Subjects 

Milwaukee — A special  committee  of  five 
citizens  has  been  named  by  Alderman 
Harry  Devine,  president  of  the  common 
council,  to  study  motion  pictures  and  pro- 
grams in  Milwaukee  to  determine  any  con- 
nection between  public  health  and  the 
length  and  subject  matter  of  the  programs. 

Named  to  the  committee,  an  outgrowth 
of  a recent  resolution  by  Alderman  Samuel 
Soref  adopted  by  the  common  council,  are 
a physician,  a purcliasing  agent,  an  ad- 
vertising layout  man  and  two  housewives. 
They  are  Dr.  William  Murphy,  Mrs.  George 
Shores,  F.  J.  Skoczek,  H.  D.  Camm  and 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Roecker. 

Milwaukee  ITPA  Dealing 
With  Janitors  Union 

Milwaukee — The  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  is 
negotiating  with  the  Building  Service  Em- 
ployes’ union.  Local  150,  covering  a new 
contract  for  janitors  in  the  houses  of  its 
members. 

The  present  contract  expired  December 
31  and  the  union  is  seeking  a five-cent  per 
hour  raise  plus  a six- day  week  instead  of 
the  present  seven.  Under  the  proposed 
new  working  week,  the  theatres  would  be 
obliged  to  call  in  a “swing”  man  under  a 
policy  similar  to  that  employed  by  the 
projectionists. 


Will  Notify  Patrons 

Chicago — Warner  theatres  here  will  run 
trailers  announcing  the  plan  of  informing 
the  public  of  the  names  of  the  winners  in 
the  Movie  Quiz  contest. 


At  Trade  Parleys 

Chicago  — Joseph  Rosenberg  and  Jack 
Kirsch  represented  Allied  this  week  in 
Washington  at  the  Allied-majors’  trade 
practice  conferences. 


Winn  to  Supervise 
GN  in  Windy  City 

Chicago — With  Jimmy  Winn  named  to 
handle  the  Chicago  office  in  addition  to 
his  duties  as  district  manager  for  Grand 
National,  several  other  changes  are  an- 
nounced by  Edward  Alperson. 

They  include:  William  (Ben)  Benjamin, 
from  Chicago  to  manage  Detroit  office; 
Ralph  Peckham,  Detroit  manager,  to  Buf- 
falo manager;  Lou  Patz,  Milwaukee  man- 
ager, to  Cleveland  manager;  Cleve  Adams, 
from  New  Orleans  to  Milwaukee  manager; 
A.  H.  Day,  from  Omaha  to  St.  Louis  man- 
ager; Tom  Tobin  resigned  as  St.  Louis 
manager,  effective  February  1,  to  enter 
theatre  operation  field;  and  Winn,  to  ad- 
minister the  Chicago  office,  in  addition 
to  overseeing  St.  Louis,  Milwaukee,  Minne- 
apolis, Omaha,  Des  Moines,  and  Kansas 
City  offices. 


Four  Chicago  B&K  Houses 
To  Have  Subway  Entrys 

Chicago — B&K  plan  to  miss  no  bets  in 
getting  patrons  when  the  new  subways 
start  operating  in  the  Chicago  loop. 

John  Balaban  has  announced  that  en- 
trances to  the  theatre  basements  will  be 
constructed  from  the  subway  stations  to  all 
theatres  bordering  on  the  lines.  These 
houses  will  include  the  Roosevelt,  Chicago 
and  State-Lake  on  State  St.,  and  the 
United  Artists,  which  borders  on  the  pro- 
posed Dearborn  St.  subway. 

There  cannot  be  an  entrance  for  the 
Jones-Linick-and-Schaeffer  Oriental  The- 
atre, for  it  was  said  that  another  build- 
ing stands  between  Dearborn  St.  and  the 
theatre  building. 

Essaness  has  not  discussed  yet  whether 
to  build  an  entrance  into  their  Woods  The- 
atre at  Dearborn  and  Randolph. 


Competition  Offered  By 
Churches,  Lodges 
In  Milwaukee 

By  H.  C.  BRUNNER 

Milwaltkee — With  Warner-Saxe’s  refu- 
sal to  join  a voluntary  move  for  elimina- 
tion of  the  theatre  games,  indications  are 
that  various  of  the  independent  exhibi- 
tors will  combine  to  offer  bigger  giveaways 
in  connection  with  Bingo  and  similar 
games  to  combat  church  and  lodge  Bingo 
competition. 

Several  independent  theatres  are  offer- 
ing Bingo  on  a small  scale,  but  imder 
plans  now  being  considered  a majority  of 
the  theatres,  including  Fox  houses.,  would 
join  in  giving  theatre  patrons  “Super- 
Bingo.” 

William  T.  Evjue,  publisher  of  the  Capi- 
tol-Times  at  Madison,  Wis.,  takes  exhibi- 
tors to  task  for  creating  a “get-some- 
thing-for-nothing”  philosophy  in  his 
“Good  Afternoon  Everybody”  column  as 
follows: 

“When  I arrived  home  Tuesday  night 
the  mail  racks  in  the  apartment  hallway 
were  filled  with  handbills  advertising  the 
$400  bank  night  at  the  Capitol  Theatre. 
On  all  sides  these  days,  one  hears  much 
deploring  over  the  fact  that  we  are  rais- 
ing a pai’asite  race  in  the  United  States 
that  doesn’t  want  to  work  and  seeks  to 
get  by  on  a get-something-for-nothing 
existence.  This  argument  is  always  di- 
rected against  WPA  workers  and  those 
who  “live  on  the  government.”  It  is  stated 
that  these  people  don’t  want  to  work  and 
would  rather  be  on  WPA  than  to  have 
regular  jobs.  We  wonder  why  the  same 
argument  isn’t  advanced  against  the  busi- 
ness interests  which  seek  to  commercial- 
ize on  the  gambling  instinct  in  people 
through  the  use  of  bank  nights,  policy 
numbers,  rackets  sweepstakes,  football  and 
baseball  pools,  national  lotteries,  race 
track  handbooks  and  other  forms  of  gam- 
bling. 

“Has  it  dawned  on  those  who  fear  the 
development  of  a get-something-for-noth- 
ing class  in  this  country  that  the  wide- 
spread commercialization  of  gambling  is 
contributing  to  that  demoralizing  condi- 
tion to  a greater  extent  than  WPA  or 
any  other  agency?  There  is  an  unbeliev- 
ably large  class  of  people  in  this  country 
who  lead  a get-something-for-nothing  ex- 
istence by  following  the  ponies  and  seek- 
ing to  exist  by  their  petty  race  track  gam- 
bling. The  publisher  of  a big  Philadelphia 
paper  which  continues  to  denounce  the 
Roosevelt  administration  for  the  creation 
of  “an  army  of  loafers”  owns  the  wire 
services  and  the  racing  forms  wliich  en- 
ables this  huge  crowd  to  play  the  races 
everyday.  More  and  more  employes  in 
the  lower  income  brackets  are  thinking 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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Scope  of  Depositions  in  Chicago 
Clearance  Case  Stalemate 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Tlireats,  wisecracks,  insinua- 
tions and  reprisals  highlighted  proceedings 
in  depositions  from  numerous  independent 
exhibitors  by  attorneys  for  B&K  and  Para- 
mount before  Master  in  Chancery  Charles 
A.  McDonald.  There  was  considerable 
cross-table  talk  between  Robert  Golding, 
questioning  counsel  for  B&K  and  Para- 
mount, and  Joseph  Rosenberg,  counsel  in 
chief  for  the  plaintiff  exhibitors  in  the 
anti-trust  clearance  suit  now  in  federal 
court. 

All  independent  exhibitors  questioned 
would  not  answer  . Golding’s  queries  (on 
advice  of  counsel)  as  to  their  profits  and 
losses  during  the  period  from  1932  to  the 
present.  After  about  the  fourth  such  set 
of  questions,  Rosenberg  cried: 

“You  (referring  to  B&K  and  Paramount) 
don’t  really  want  to  know  about  my  clients’ 
payrolls,  etc.,  what  you  want  is  to  see  their 
books  and  records.  The  threat  was  made 
that  if  these  people  joined  this  lawsuit 
their  books  would  be  examined  and  that 
in  turn  the  film  exchanges  would  raise 
their  film  rentals.  Thi’ough  the  subpoe- 
nas you  have  issued  you  have  scared  off 
a few  of  my  clients,  but  there  are  others 
who  have  the  courage  to  battle  this  thing 
through.” 

The  reference  to  those  “scared  off,”  was 
to  Julius  Goodman,  Lou  Handson  and  Joe 
Stem,  all  of  whom  had  been  subpoenaed 
and  who  withdrew  as  plaintiffs  from  the 
case  24  hour’s  and  less  before  the  sub- 
poenas were  returnable.  Their  petitions 
to  withdraw  were  heard  and  passed  on  by 
Federal  Judge  William  Holly. 

Rosenberg  announced  that  he  would  have 
ready  to  present  in  federal  court  late  tliis 
week  a petition  to  have  the  court  limit  the 
scope  of  examination  during  the  deposi- 
tions. He  said  that  his  petition  would  in- 
clude reference  to  rule  30  of  the  new  rules 
of  federal  court  procedure  which  says  that 
in  the  taking  of  depositions  witnesses  need 
not  reply  to  answers  that  would  em- 
barrass, oppress  or  annoy  them.  He  also 
said  the  petition  would  include  a request 
that  the  comt  prohibit  the  defendants 
from  seeking  to  subpoena  the  records  and 
books  of  the  plaintiffs. 

Golding,  on  the  other  hand,  intimated 
that  he  would  seek  a court  order  grant- 
ing him  the  right  to  subpoena  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors’  books. 

Rosenberg  agreed  to  present  the  defense 
counsel  with  auditors’  reports  on  the  as- 
sets and  liabilities,  and  operation  payrolls, 
together  with  independent  exchange  con- 
tracts of  all  the  independent  exhibitors 
who  are  a party  to  the  suit. 

Those  heard  were  Ben  Bartlestein  of 
the  Annette  and  Elmo  theatres;  JacoD 
Lasker  of  the  Villas,  Ridge,  Roxy,  Ritz, 
Bertha  and  Music  Box  theatres;  Elmer 
Benesch  of  the  Century,  Madlin  and  Lib- 
erty theatres;  William  Vaselopulous  and 
George  Christos  of  the  Logan,  Emmett, 
Parkway,  Ace,  Empress,  City,  Rex,  Yale 
and  Ambassador  theatres;  Anna  Ostrov- 


"New  Action"  Hint 
In  Chicago 

Chicago — Coming  from  a source 
usually  reliable,  BOXOFFICE  learned 
this  week  that  shortly  a new  turn  of 
events  may  occur  in  the  government's 
criminal  contempt  proceedings  here. 
The  new  "action,"  intended  to  hasten 
along  matters,  is  to  come  from  Thur- 
man Arnold's  office  in  Washington. 

Chicago  Hearings 
Resume  Feb.  17 

Chicago — Halting  a field  day  attorneys’ 
appearances,  and  with  nothing  concrete 
occurring.  Federal  Judge  Charles  A.  Wood- 
ward continued  all  matters  in  the  govern- 
ment’s criminal  contempt  case  against  Bar- 
ney Balaban  and  the  other  defendants 
until  Friday,  February  17.  The  case  was 
set  for  Monday,  at  which  time  Judge 
Woodward  was  to  have  ruled  on  numerous 
motions  that  had  been  filed  with  him. 

Instead,  during  a brief  hearing  that  took 
barely  two  minutes.  Judge  Woodward, 
commenting  that  there  was  nothing  urgent 
in  the  matter,  announced  the  continuance 
first  to  February  13  and  then  to  February 
17. 


Round  of  Farewell  Fetes 
Accorded  Lou  Lipstone 

Chicago — Luncheons  and  dinners  were 
the  order  for  several  days  prior  to  Lou 
Lipstone’s  departure  for  the  west  coast. 
B&K  executives  feted  him  at  a Blackstone 
Hotel  dinner. 

A luncheon  meeting  was  given  for  him 
by  bcxikers,  agents  and  other  acquaintances 
at  the  Sherman  Hotel,  when  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a traveling  wardrobe  case. 
Among  those  attending  were  Frank  Smith 
of  the  Palace  Theatre;  Charles  Ryan  and 
Herb  Wheeler,  Warner  theatres;  Mort 
Singer  and  Morgan  Ames,  Singer  and  RKO 
theatres;  Aaron  and  Johnny  Jones,  Abe 
Platt,  Billy  Diamond,  Sam  Bramson,  Ed- 
die Elkart,  Max  'Turner,  who  succeeded 
Lipstone  as  vaude  booker  for  B&K  and 
Great  States;  Charlie  Hogan,  Maurice  Sil- 
ver, Warne  Jones  and  Nate  Platt,  who  was 
emcee. 


sky  of  the  California  and  White  Palace 
theatres;  David  and  Oscar  Brotman 
of  the  Avaloe  'ITieatre;  Basil  Charuhas  of 
the  Montclare  'Tlieatre;  Louis  Spirrison, 
also  of  the  Montclare;  and  Harry  Reckas 
of  tlie  Ramova  and  Milda  theatres. 


Hearing  Unearths 
Expert  Witness 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Pointedly  and  -without  hesita- 
tion answering  every  query  put  to  him  by 
the  defense  attorneys  at  the  taking  of 
depositions  in  the  independents’  clearance 
suit,  Oscar  Brotman  of  the  Avaloe  Theatre 
proved  a boomerang  witness  to  B&K  with 
his  replies  to  questions  put  by  Robert 
Golding. 

Brotman,  who  has  studied  law,  came 
back  with  as  clever  answers  as  the  ques- 
tions of  Golding,  attorney  for  B&K. 

In  answering  questions  of  Golding  per- 
taining to  buying  of  foreign  film,  Brotman 
said  that  the  major  producers  force  the 
exhibitors  to  buy  foreign  product  and 
added  that  they  compare  “very  unfav- 
orably” with  American  product.  Golding 
countered  -with  several  “best  ten”  polls 
naming  four  to  seven  out  of  ten  best  as 
foreign  films.  To  which  Brotman  an- 
swered assuredly;  “That  is  not  true,”  and 
added ; 

“.  . . the  dramatic  critic  merely  looks 
at  the  pictures  from  an  artistic  viewpoint, 
and  not  from  a boxoffice  viewpoint,  or 
popular  appeal.  Two  or  three  of  the  pic- 
tures picked  are  never  heard  of,  and  I 
am  usually  familiar  -with  all  pictures.  I 
doubt  if  the  three  played  in  more  than 
five  per  cent  of  the  theatres  in  the  United 
States.”  Questioned  on  what  determines 
the  boxoffice  appeal  of  a picture,  Brot- 
man said: 

“Boxoffice  appeal  is  made  up  of  a great 
many  factors;  popularity  of  the  stars, 
possibly  the  director,  the  story,  and  at 
the  present  time  the  size  of  the  dish  the 
theatres  give  away.”  Asked  “what  is  the 
‘dish?’  ” Brotman  answered;  “Well  be- 
cause of  situations  that  exist  today  we 
are  forced  to  give  away  dinnerware,  etc., 
in  order  to  get  people  into  our  theatres.” 

Brotman  added  that  the  public  of  today 
knows  as  much  as  the  exhibitors,  “if  not 
more,”  about  pictures  through  fan  maga- 
zines, daily  newspapers,  radio,  word-of- 
mouth  comment  and  advertising. 

Discussing  Brotman’s  desire  to  move  up 
the  rtm  of  his  theatre  from  second  week 
of  general  release  to  “B”  week  of  pre- 
release, Golding  asked  him:  ® 

“Did  you  ever  try  to  negotiate  ‘B’  week 
contracts  with  Warner  Bros,  or  Metro?” 

“No,  sir,”  was  Brotman’s  answer.  “I 
have  tried  to  negotiate  first  week  con- 
tracts and  was  flatly  refused,”  and  added 
that  the  distributors  told  him  it  was 
B&K  who  was  holding  him  down  to  sec- 
ond week. 


Attorneys  Parry  on 
Profit  and  Loss 

Chicago — “Of  course  all  of  these  people 
are  complaining  about  not  making  any 
money,”  Robert  Golding,  defense  attor- 
ney, observed  to  Plaintiff  Counsel  Joseph 
Rosenberg  when  Rosenberg  said  in  ob- 
jections to  questions  on  profit  and  loss 
statements  he  would  seek  to  limit  the  scope 
of  depositions. 

“You  are  mistaken  about  that,”  Rosen- 
berg retorted.  “We  have  never  complained 
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Action  by  Indiana  Assembly 
On  Bingo  Holds  Interest 


about  our  losses  or  the  size  of  profits.  If 
we  have  bad  bargains  we  hug  them  to  our 
hearts  and  keep  quiet  about  it.  We  have 
not  said  in  our  bill  that  we  are  losing  or 
making  money.” 

Grolding  replied:  “I  thought  you  were 
complaining  about  the  damage  you  suf- 
fered.” 

“We  are  suffering  damage,  yes,”  said 
Rosenberg,  “but  the  extent  is  incapable 
of  ascertainment,  and,  therefore,  we  are  in 
a court  of  equity.  We  are  not  complaining 
about  our  past  losses,  nor  do  we  boast 
of  our  past  profits.” 


Churchmen  Take  Rap 
At  Quiz  Contest 

Si.  Louis — The  moving  picture  industry 
was  particularly  criticized  for  its  movie 
Quiz  in  an  anti-gambling  resolution  adopt- 
ed by  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal and  M.  E.  Southern  Church  of  this 
sector  at  a recent  pow  wow. 

“The  moving  picture  industry  by  pro- 
moting the  Movie  Quiz,  in  addition  to 
many  other  chance  games  it  has  adopted 
in  many  quarters,  has  descended  to  a new 
low  level”  the  resolution  charged.  “These 
methods  of  inducing  attendance  violate 
the  law,  exploit  the  people  and  result  in 
unfair  competition.” 

The  resolution  further  urged  the  min- 
isters to  warn  their  congregations  that  “any 
schemes  whereby  people  are  led  to  pat- 
ronize Bingo,  Bank  Night  and  similar 
games  of  chance  primarily  in  the  hope 
of  winning  a sizeable  financial  prize  with- 
out corresponding  investment  are  evidence 
of  an  unhealthy  condition  in  our  social, 
economic  and  moral  life.” 


Second  Fire  in  Year  at 
Darlington  Theatre 

Darlington,  Ind. — The  second  fire  with- 
in a year  has  again  destroyed  the  interior 
of  the  Dariington  Sunshine  Theatre  here, 
to  the  extent  of  $2,500.  The  house  was 
remodeled  last  summer,  after  the  first  fire, 
and  the  recent  fire  made  similar  remod- 
eling again  necessary.  Charles  A.  Marshall 
owns  the  house.  No  show  was  being  run 
at  the  time  of  the  fire. 


Bids  Are  Considered 
For  Carmi  House 

Carmi,  III. — Bids  are  to  be  taken  imme- 
diately on  the  new  750-seat  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  to  be  erected  here  for  Frank 
Barnes.  Plans  have  been  prepared  by 
O.  W.  Stiegemeyer.  They  call  for  a one- 
story  brick  building,  50  by  50  feet. 


Lanham  Will  Equip 

Carmi,  III. — D.  O.  Lanham  of  Eldorado, 
111.,  has  awarded  contracts  for  the  com- 
plete equipment  for  his  new  theatre  here 
to  the  Exhibitors  Supply  of  St.  Louis. 


Equipment  to  Nashville 

Nashville,  III. — The  State  Theatre  re- 
cently purchased  two  projectors  through 
the  Exhibitors  Supply  Co.  of  St.  Louis. 


In  the  Courtroom 


Chicago — Joseph  Rosenberg,  attorney  for 
the  independent  exhibitors,  reveaied  for 
the  court  record  during  the  deposition 
taking  that  a meeting  had  been  heid  (and 
reported  at  the  time  by  Boxoffice)  be- 
tween B&K  executives  and  independent 
leaders  during  August,  1938,  to  attempt  to 
settle  the  clearance,  double  feature  and 
admission  troubles  out  of  court. 

Rosenberg  said  that  John  Balaban,  Wal- 
ter Immerman,  Morris  Leonard,  Austin 
Keough  of  Paramount,  Eddie  Siiverman, 
Emile  Stern,  Van  Nomikos,  Ludwig  Suss- 
man,  Ben  Bartlestein,  and  the  indepen- 
dent attorneys,  Aaron  Stein  and  Rosen- 
berg, were  present  at  that  meeting  held 
at  the  Congress  Hotel. 


Robert  Golding,  B&K  attorney,  made  it 
clear  to  the  trade  press  that  the  exhibi- 
tors who  withdrew  from  the  suit  received 
nothing  from  B&K  or  Paramount  for  do- 
ing so.  “You  can  quote  me,”  he  said,  “that 
none  of  the  plaintiffs  who  withdrew  got 
a dime  or  wili  get  a dime  from  B&K.” 


Golding  got  a laugh  from  those  present 
when  he  asked  several  of  the  exhibitors 
“What  do  you  do  when  you  operate  a 
theatre,  what  physical  motions  do  you  go 
through?”  Answers  ran  something  like 
this:  See  if  everything  is  alright  around 
the  theatre  . . . see  what  is  going  on  and 
that  everybody  is  doing  their  job  . . . give 
the  orders  . . . pay  the  bills. 

Jacob  Lasker  came  back  with  this:  “I 
don’t  have  anything  to  do  with  fiim  buy- 
ing and  booking:  Harry  Goldman  takes 
care  of  that.  My  job  is  to  pay  the  bills, 
and  usually  I’m  paying  out  more  than 
comes  in.” 

Rosenberg  told  Golding:  “Why  don’t  you 
ask  John  Balaban  what  he  does?  You 
know  he  operates  some  theatres,  too.” 


In  court  for  the  defendants,  besides 
Robert  Golding,  were  Thomas  Thomas  and 
Miies  Seeley.  Aaron  Stein  accompanied 
Rosenberg  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Golding  asked  Ben  Bartlestein  several 
times  whether  he  had  ever  remarked  to 
anyone  that  “I  have  no  complaint  against 
B&K.”  To  every  answer,  Bartlestein  re- 
plied with  an  “I  don’t  think  I did.” 


Should  there  be  even  more  withdrawals 
of  independent  exhibitors  from  the  ranks 
of  the  plaintiffs,  it  wUl  not  affect  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  case,  said  one  leader  in 
the  independents’  ranks.  He  intimated 
so  long  as  there  are  any  parties  whatso- 
ever left  on  the  plaintiffs’  side,  the  case 
will  continue. 


Vehicle  for  Fay  Saint er 

Hollywood — Fay  Bainter  will  play  a 
leading  role  in  “Fly  Away  Home,”  one  of 
three  she  will  make  for  Warner  Bros, 
under  a recently-signed  pact. 


By  HOWARD  M.  RUDEAUX 

Indianapolis— The  effort  of  the  generai 
assembly  to  write  a law  which  will  settle 
the  controversy  over  Bingo  games  will  be 
watched  with  interest  by  most  local  the- 
atre operators.  There  is  no  question  as  to 
whether  Bingo,  as  commonly  played  here, 
falls  under  local  gambling  laws.  It’s  the 
old  game  of  Keno,  a favorite  among  west- 
ern miners  and  frontiersmen.  The  ques- 
tion is  not,  however,  whether  it  consti- 
tutes gambling,  but  whether  it  is  con- 
ducted as  a gambling  game  or  as  a social 
pastime  with  the  incidental  purpose  of 
raising  money  for  worthy  causes. 

Indianapolis  police  have  been  ioath  to 
interfere  with  Bingo  because  of  the  in- 
dignation interference  rouses  among  those 
who  feel  that  their  clubs  or  organizations 
should  be  permitted  to  conduct  Bingo  par- 
ties for  their  own  members  without  in- 
terference. Poiice  say  they  cannot  dif- 
ferentiate between  such  parties  and  those 
which  are  established  for  public  patronage 
and  open  to  all  who  will  pay  necessary 
fees. 

The  fees  for  Bingo  are  not  confined  to 
admissions,  although  admission  fees  are 
generai.  In  addition,  the  player  buys  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  each  game,  and  an 
evening  or  afternoon  entertainment  may 
cost  the  piayer  anywhere  from  50  cents  to 
$10.  Reports  have  been  received  by 
the  police  department  of  parties  at  which 
the  collections  of  the  house  ran  more 
than  $3,500  in  a single  night.  One  institu- 
tion is  reported  to  have  realized  a net  of 
more  than  $20,000  from  the  games  this 
winter. 

Legislators  who  frequent  the  spacious 
lobbies  of  a downtown  hotel  got  first-hand 
information  as  to  the  popularity  of  Bingo 
Sunday  night.  In  the  hotel’s  dining  room 
a game  was  in  progress.  Observers  said 
the  crowd  attending  the  game  was  so 
iarge  it  overflowed  into  the  halls  and  the 
numbers  were  called  out  over  a loud  speak- 
er system.  Members  of  the  legislature 
know,  from  exp>erience,  that  the  gaming 
laws  cannot  be  used  effectively  in  a gen- 
eral campaign  against  all  Bingo  and  sim- 
ilar games,  for  prosecutors  are  imable  to 
obtain  convictions  when  the  game  is  con- 
ducted for  a worthy  pmqxise.  Their  prob- 
lem is  to  amend  the  law  to  facilitate  the 
conviction  of  gambiers  and  others  who 
conduct  the  games  for  private  profit. 


Still  Is  Student 
At  Studios 

Chicago — Y.  Frank  Freeman,  home 
office  studio  contact  for  Paramount,  is 
going  back  to  Hollywood  "to  learn  a 
lot  more  before  I have  anything  much 
to  say  about  production,"  he  told  BOX- 
OFFICE  here  en  route  to  the  coast  from 
New  York  conferences. 

"I'm  still  in  the  kindergarten,  you 
know,  as  far  as  production  matters  go," 
he  said. 
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Im pro  ving  ' 'Takes  " Bring  No 
Drop  in  Use  of  Premiums 


Chicago — While  business  conditions  have 
improved  somewhat  since  the  first  of  the 
year  and  neighborhood  houses  are  report- 
ing better  boxoffice  receipts,  exhibitors  are 
still  using,  and  taking  on  additional  pre- 
miums and  business  stimulators. 

Vaudeville  is  being  used  more  frequent- 
ly. Warner  is  employing  more  and  more 
name  acts  over  weekends  at  the  Stratford 
Theatre  on  the  south  side.  Ben  Blue,  ap- 
pearing there  in  person  the  other  week- 
end, did  even  better  than  the  most  opti- 
mistic expectations.  The  circuit  now  is 
experimenting  with  weekend  vaude-film 
policies  at  other  houses. 

B&K  Follows  Suit 

B&K  has  followed  suit  and  is  using 
flesh  at  the  Norshore  over  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  starting  with  part  of  the  State- 
Lake  vaudeville  show  that  just  finished  the 
loop  house,  including  Joe  Besser  and  Co. 
Should  this  prove  successful,  the  circuit 
may  try  acts  in  its  bigger  houses,  includ- 
ing the  Tivoli,  Uptown  and  others. 

Numerous  smaller  houses  also  are  try- 
ing flesh  appearances — including  regular 
vaudeville,  amateur  shows,  jitterbug  and 
other  dance  contests. 

However,  the  old  standby  of  the  last  few 
years — premiums — still  is  leading  as  bait 
for  patrons  in  the  smaller  neighborhood 
houses.  B&K  starts  in  with  Jerry  Rosen- 
thal’s silk  hosiery  giveaway  plan  at  the 
Belpark  Tlieatre  Wednesday  night,  the  first 


house  in  the  circuit  to  use  the  deal.  Tire 
old  familiar  premiums  of  dishes,  glassware, 
etc.,  ai'e  still  very  much  in  vogue  through- 
out the  city. 

Independents  Combine 
For  Big  Giveaways 

(Continued  from  page  35) 
more  of  winning  a bank  night  prize  or  a 
big  amount  of  money  from  a national 
sweepstake  than  they  are  of  their  daily 
work.  Tire  terrific  increase  in  all  forms 
of  commercialized  gambling  in  the  United 
States  is  taking  big  toll  every  day  on  the 
serious  productive  effort  of  milhons  of 
workers  to  say  nothing  of  the  millions  of 
dollars  of  their  meager  earnings  which  are 
filched.  Business  descends  to  a poor  es- 
tate when  it  must  descend  to  the  level  of 
the  gambling  instinct  to  keep  it  going.” 


Extend  Richard  Carlson 

Hollywood — Richard  Carlson  has  been 
extended  by  Selznick  International.  He 
was  featured  in  the  studio’s  “Tlie  Young 
in  Heart.” 


Termer  for  Lugosi 

Hollywood — For  his  work  in  “Son  of 
Frankenstein,”  a five-year  contract  has 
been  given  to  Bela  Lugosi  at  Universal. 


YOU  can’t  keep  a good  man  down.  Even 
while  he  was  in  the  hospital  recuperat- 
ing from  his  dual  operation.  Bill  Bishop 
began  making  some  layouts  on  M-G-M’s 
“Sweethearts”  for  various  offices  in  Jack 
Flynn’s  district. 

Mrs.  Bea  Blumenthal  is  vacationing  in 
Florida  with  Mrs.  Marjorie  Clarke,  for- 
merly of  Dennis  Cooney’s  Royale  Frolics 
. . . Lou  Lipstone’s  biggest  worry  before 
he  left  on  Tuesday  for  his  new  post  as 
musical  director  of  Paramount  was  what 
he  was  going  to  do  with  all  that  new 
furniture,  which  set  him  back  a nice  few 
thousand  bucks. 

Eddie  Johnson,  head  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune’s  colorphoto  department,  is  back 
after  a five-week  sojourn  on  the  west  coast 
taking  natural  color  shots  of  the  stars  to 
be  used  in  the  Sunday  Tribune  . . . Or- 
lando Lippert  is  the  cameraman  for  the 
new  radio  series,  “Behind  the  Camera 
Lines,”  which  is  being  presented  every 
Tuesday  night  at  the  Edgewater  Beach 
Hotel  and  piped  over  station  WBBM. 

“Your  Chicago,”  the  all-talking  motion 
picture  produced  by  Madeline  Woods  for 
Chicago’s  New  Century  Committee,  and 
photographed  by  Sid  Stern,  was  presented 
at  a special  preview  at  the  Erlanger  The- 
atre. Shown  ivith  the  film  were  three  of 
the  Warner  Technicolor  shorts  of  patri- 
otic themes.  Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly  was 
the  speaker. 

Manny  Stutz  is  remodeling  the  marquee 
of  the  Sonotone  Theatre  . . . Joe  Beren- 
son  of  National  Theatre  Service  was  mar- 
ried at  the  city  hall  last  week,  the  event 
coming  as  a sm'prise  to  most  of  Filmrow. 
Phyl  Smetana  was  one  of  the  witnesses. 

Jack  Osserman,  Jack  Shumow  and  Dick 
Sachsel  are  members  of  the  committee 
soliciting  funds  along  film  row  from  Jew- 
ish employes  for  the  Jewish  Welfare  Fund 
drive. 

A meeting  of  all  Jewish  employes  in  the 
industry  was  to  be  held  Friday  morning 
at  the  State-Lake  Theatre  Bldg,  on  the 
drive. 

More  than  40  girls  ivere  entered  in  the 
competition  for  “Miss  Tobacco  Queen,” 
to  be  held  at  the  Tobacco  Show  here  at 
the  Palmer  House. 

The  W(X)ds  Theatre  hard-working  chief- 
tain is  back  in  the  harness  after  a siege 
of  the  flu. 

M.  Bergman  of  the  Essaness  team  bowled 
255  for  individual  high  in  the  film  bowl- 
ing league  last  week,  which  may  be  high 
enough  to  grab  the  season’s  high  prize. 
Republic  continued  its  winning  ways  by 
defeatmg  Universal,  two  out  of  three,  and 
are  now  nine  games  out  in  front. 

HERE  and  AWAY — Jack  Thoma,  Co- 
lumbia’s exploiteer,  after  some  time  out 
in  the  territory,  was  here  a few  days, 
then  left  again  this  week  . . . Stars  through 
the  city:  Robert  Taylor,  hurrying  back  to 
the  coast  for  his  next  picture  on  the 
Super-Chief;  Osa  Johnson,  wife  of  the 
late  explorer,  and  co-producer  of  numer- 


The  Response  Was  Terriiic — 

On  the  desk  before  these  Springfield  theatre  managers  are  some  of  the  re- 
plies to  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  contest  sponsored  by  their  houses  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Illinois  State  Journal.  The  well-pleased  gentlemen,  left  to 
right,  are:  Dominic  Giachetto,  treasurer  of  the  Frisina  theatres;  M.  E.  Ber- 
man, mxmager  of  the  Orpheum;  Tom  Finin,  assistant  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum;  John  Petty,  assistant  manager  of  the  Fox-Lincoln;  A.  R.  Zimmer, 
manager  of  the  Fox-Lincohi;  Dave  Jones,  manager  of  the  Senate  Theatre 
and  advertising  manager  of  the  Kerasotes  Bros,  circuit;  and  Edmund  Metzger, 
manager  of  the  Strand. 
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ous  travelogue  films,  and  Rose  Davies,  sis- 
ter of  the  film  star,  en  route  to  New  York, 
slushing  through  the  snow;  Ned  Depinet, 
accompanying  George  Schaefer  to  the  west 
coast  on  the  Chief;  Janet  Gaynor,  Hugh 
Williams,  the  Douglas  Fairbanks’  sr.,  all 
Gotham  bound,  and  Bryan  Poy,  stopping 
off  to  visit  friends  here,  before  proceeding 
on  to  the  west  coast. 

Photoplay  Advertising  is  remodeling  its 
office,  urith  the  service  desk,  now  to  the 
rear  of  the  place.  Hank  Porter,  by  the  way 
was  in  St.  Louis  the  other  day  to  see  the 
branch  of  Photoplay  there  for  the  first 
time  since  it  was  established  about  five 
years  ago. 

Kenneth  Peterson,  who  works  for  Photo- 
play, is  too  good  of  a bowler.  At  least, 
so  says  Christ  (Shorty)  Otto,  of  the  Film 
Carriers’  team.  So  Shorty  sent  Hank 
Porter,  manager  of  the  Photoplay  maple- 
splitters,  a formal  note  saying  in  part,  “I 
don’t  see  why  you  should  use  a ringer 
which  might  possibly  enable  you  to  win 
ONE  GAME  from  us.”  To  clarify  matters, 
let  us  add  that  the  letter  was  sent  a day 
before  Photoplay  met  the  Film  Carriers  in 
the  Film  Bowling  League  this  week. 

If  you  happened  to  notice  all  the  girls 
at  M-G-M  sighing  this  week,  it  was  because 
Robert  Taylor  took  time  off  from  his  stay 
in  Chicago  on  his  return  to  the  coast,  to 
visit  at  the  exchange. 

"Nazi  Captive"  Given 
Permit  in  Chicago 

Chicago — After  several  weeks’  dicker- 
ing, “I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany,” 
distributed  in  this  territory  by  A1  Dezel, 
has  been  given  a permit  by  the  censor 
board  of  Chicago.  The  film  will  follow 
Dezel’s  “Victims  of  Passion”  into  the  Es- 
saness  Woods  Theatre. 


Leni  Talks  About  Lovely 
California  Mountains 

Chicago  — Hitler’s  “girl  friend,”  which 
she  claims  she  isn’t,  Leni  Riefenstahl,  was 
here  en  route  to  New  York  from  whence 
she  sails  for  Berlin. 

Failing  to  comment  on  her  cool  recep- 
tion in  Hollywood,  she  rhapsodized  about 
the  “lovely  mountains”  of  California.  She 
also  denied  reports  she  is  at  odds  with 
the  Nazis  and  said  she  has  no  Jewish 
blood. 

National  Supplies  Chairs 
For  Two  Indiana  Houses 

Indianapolis  — Recent  installations  by 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  include  new 
chairs  in  the  Dream  Theatre,  French 
Lick;  transverter  and  new  chairs  in  the 
Indiana  Theatre,  Bloomington;  lamp- 
houses  and  rectifiers  in  the  Zionsville  The- 
atre, Zionsville;  carpet  and  colored  mat- 
ting, Hamilton  Theatre,  Indianapolis; 
carpet  in  the  Ritz  Theatre,  Tipton  and 
Grand  Theatre,  Bluffton,  Ind. 


Directs  "Blind  Alley" 

Hollywood — Charles  Vidor  has  signed 
a one-picture  deal  to  direct  “Blind  Alley” 
at  Columbia. 


^ALTER  RANSON  closed  his  Little  Tlie- 
atre  here  January  12  for  the  installa- 
tion of  new  sound  equipment.  The  house 
is  slated  for  reopening  January  27. 

Max  Krofta  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Augusta 
Berkholtz,  West  Bend,  are  accompanying 
E.  F.  Maertz,  president  of  the  ITPA  of  Wis- 
consin  and  official  delegate  to  the  Allied 
convention,  to  the  national  confab  in 
Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berkholtz  plan 
a trip  to  Florida  from  Washington. 

With  the  death  January  10  of  Leslie 
A.  Carr,  58,  old-timers  recalled  the  But- 
terfly Theatre  which  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  Warner  Theatre  here.  Carr  served  as 
doorman  for  many  years  at  the  Butterfly. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  daughters 
and  a sister. 

Notice  has  been  given  that  specifica- 
tions of  objection  to  the  discharge  of  the 
bankruptcy  action  of  Manning  Silverman, 
local  exhibitor,  shall  be  filed  on  February 
10,  at  10  a.  m.  at  Room  498  in  the  Fed- 
eral Bldg.  here. 

Conrad  Hein,  57,  former  local  theatre 
musician,  died  last  week  in  Muskego,  Wis. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a daughter  and 
two  brothers. 

Russell  Leddy,  officer  of  the  Fox-Wis- 
consin  Theatres,  in  an  address  last  week 
before  the  Milwaukee  County  Better  Films 
council,  told  his  listeners  that  in  the  last 
analysis,  boxoffice  receipts  are  the  best 
criterion  of  the  worth  of  a motion  picture. 

It  was  a double  feature  as  far  as  Gene 
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Kilburg,  downtown  theatre  manager  for 
Fox-Wisconsin,  and  Mrs.  Kilburg  was  con- 
cerned when  the  former  smashed  his  car 
and  the  latter  her  mother’s  auto  on  the 
same  evening  . . . “Stand  Up  and  Fight” 
plus  “Pacific  Liner”  chalked  up  the  high- 
est house  records  for  the  Bay  'Theatre  in 
Green  Bay  on  a Sunday  recently  in  13 
months. 

The  Sheboygan  County  Better  Films 
council  at  its  regular  meeting  last  week 
voted  to  write  letters  to  local  Warner 
theatre  managers  commending  them  for 
displaying  the  American  flag  and  playing 
the  national  anthem. 

A1  Kopulos,  manager  of  the  Appleton 
Theatre  in  Appleton,  was  married  last  week 
to  Miss  Beatrice  Anton  . . . Leon  Kemen, 
projectionist,  was  married  recently  to  Miss 
Marlia  Reinke  at  Plymouth. 

Herbert  Graefe,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Sheboygan  Theatre,  Sheboygan,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Badger  The- 
atre in  Merrill.  . . . Joseph  Rosenfeld, 
manager  of  Warner-Saxe  Modjeska  The- 
atre here,  has  been  re-elected  to  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Mitchell  Street  Ad- 
vancement Ass’n. 

Mrs.  Tliomas  Eionlevy,  68,  mother  of 
Brian  Donlevy,  film  star,  died  suddenly  at 
her  home  in  Sheboygan  Falls,  January  9. 
Her  son  is  the  only  survivor  . . . Miss  Ida 
Braun,  54,  employed  for  the  last  15  years 
in  the  costume  department  of  a Holly- 
wood film  studio,  died  there  last  week. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  Milwaukee. 
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Indictment  Brings  Report  of 
Nick's  Income  Being  Probed 


St.  Louis — Federal  investigators  are  said 
to  be  probing  into  the  income  of  John  P. 
Nick,  vice-president  of  the  lATSE,  who 
was  indicted  with  Edward  M.  (Putty  Nose) 
Brady,  member  of  the  Missouri  house  of 
representatives,  on  charges  of  extortion, 
by  the  grand  jury  for  the  circuit  court  for 
criminal  causes. 

The  indictment  of  Nick  and  Brady  fol- 
lowed a 10-day  investigation  into  a $15,- 
000  defense  fimd  said  to  have  been  raised 
in  1936  by  local  motion  picture  theatre 
owners  to  stave  off  drastic  increases  in 
the  wages  of  union  motion  picture  ma- 
chine OE>erators.  A number  of  theatremen 
went  before  the  grand  jury. 

Nick,  who  is  Ul  at  his  home,  has  fur- 
nished a $25,000  bond  for  his  appearance 
in  court  to  answer  the  extortion  charge. 

Brady  is  being  sought  by  the  police. 

“I  am  absolutely  innocent.  I’ve  never 
taken  a nickel  from  a soul.  I don’t  see 
how  they  can  do  this,”  was  Nick’s  com- 
ment when  told  of  the  indictment. 

Brady  has  been  quoted  as  denying  any 
participation  in  or  knowledge  of  the  $15,- 
000  fund  of  1936. 

Tlieatre  owners  are  said  to  have  raised 

Spot  Bookings  Win 
AFM's  Approval 

St.  Louis — Local  Union  No.  2 of  the 
American  Federation  of  Musicians  at  a 
recent  meeting  voted  to  permit  spot  book- 
ings at  local  theatres.  This  step,  the  first 
action  of  its  kind  since  the  union  was 
formed  some  50  years  ago,  has  paved  the 
way  for  the  revival  of  stage  shows  at 
either  the  Fox  or  Ambassador  theatres, 
both  of  which  are  under  the  management 
of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests. 

Following  fast  upon  the  heels  of  the 
meeting  of  the  musicians,  it  was  learned 
that  officials  of  the  union  have  already 
opened  negotiations  with  Harry  C.  Arthur 
jr.,  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  Fanchon  & Marco.  Several  conferences 
have  been  held  by  Ai-thur  and  the  union 
committee  composed  of  August  Schwende- 
ner,  chairman,  and  V.  C.  Wolf,  Frank 
Bufanno  and  Fred  L.  Oatman. 

Heretofore  the  musicians  union  has  held 
out  for  a contract  to  nm  at  least  12 
weeks.  The  difficulty  in  obtaining  de- 
sirable traveling  stage  units  for  such  a 
stretch,  to  work  in  a 5,000-seat  house  like 
the  Fox,  for  instance,  has  been  a decided 
handicap. 

The  experience  with  stage  shows  at  the 
Ambassador  and  Fox  during  the  past  few 
years  has  shown  that  high  class  name 
bands  and  other  well  known  stage  head- 
liners have  proved  fine  money  makers, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  cash  cus- 
tomers will  not  come  out  for  only  second 
class  talent. 


a defense  of  $6,500  in  1937  about  the  time 
a new  contract  with  the  projectionists 
came  up  for  consideration. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
through  President  George  E.  Browne  of 
the  lATSE  is  expected  to  conduct  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  affairs  of  Local  No. 
143  of  the  MPMO  Union  under  Nick’s  ad- 
ministration, which  started  in  1935.  Browne 
is  due  here  this  week,  William  Greene, 
president  of  the  AFL  has  stated. 

A petition  asking  that  Nick  be  relieved 
of  control  of  Local  No.  143  is  said  to  be 
in  circulation  among  members  of  the 
union. 

Robert  Tomsen,  former  business  agent 
of  Local  No.  143,  in  letters  sent  to  the  daily 
newspapers,  wrote  in  part  that  he  had 
heard  ‘‘many  rumors  of  being  raised  for 
the  pui’pose  of  influencing  wage  negoti- 
ations, but  I do  not  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge know  of  anyone  receiving  said  con- 
siderations.” His  reference  was  to  the  fund 
of  1936.  Tomsen  was  business  agent  at 
that  time,  holding  the  office  from  October, 
1935,  to  Jan.  23,  1937.  He  was  not  busi- 
ness agent  when  the  1937  defense  fund 
is  said  to  have  been  raised. 


Bankruptcy  Suit  Filed 
By  Louis  Landau 

St.  Louis — Louis  Landau,  operator  of  the 
Colonial  Theatre  in  Manchester,  Mo.,  has 
filed  a voluntary  petition  in  bankruptcy 
with  the  United  States  district  court  here. 
His  petition  listed  liabilities  of  $29,089  and 
assets  of  only  $7,265.  He  resides  at  5512 
Delmar  Blvd. 

The  Colonial,  which  passed  into  Lan- 
dau’s hands  on  November  16,  last,  has  been 
closed.  It  is  a 250-seater. 

Until  the  past  Summer  Landau  was  in- 
terested in  the  Maryland  Theatre  at  1860 
South  13th  St.,  St.  Louis,  but  he  is  no 
longer  interested  in  that  house. 

The  bankruptcy  petition  listed  as  the 
principal  liability  $10,920  due  to  Frank 
Brizzi  and  Evelyn  T.  Parsons  on  a lease 
for  the  Colonial  Theatre.  Other  liabilities 
are  $2,157  due  to  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  $1,590  due  the  American  Seat- 
ing Co.  and  $191  in  taxes.  Other  liabilities 
were  various  notes  for  borrowed  money 
and  bills  for  operating  Landau’s  theatres. 
'The  assets  included  real  estate,  $6,500; 
automobile,  $380;  machinery  and  tools, 
$140;  household  goods,  $68.50;  insurance, 
$46.50;  accounts  receivable,  $45  and  cash, 
$10. 


New  Sound  at  Sullivan 

Sullivan,  III. — The  Grand  Tlieatre  re- 
cently purchased  new  sound  equipment 
from  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  in 
St.  Louis. 


Contract  to  Longdon 

Hollywood — A long-termer  teaming  him 
with  Oliver  Hardy  has  been  signed  by 
Harry  Langdon  at  Hal  Roach  studios. 


ST.  ILOtJMS 

^HE  new  Chouteau  RoUer  Rink,  1441 

Chouteau  avenue,  opened  January  14. 
It  will  operate  every  night  and  also  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons. 

"Dawn  Patrol”  after  two  big  weeks  at 
the  Fox  Theatre,  moved  across  Grand 
boulevard  for  a new  run  at  Fanchon  & 
Marco’s  Missouri  Theatre.  "While  New 
York  Sleeps,”  the  second  feature  on  the 
bill,  was  also  carried  along. 

Bernie  Evans,  UA  exploiteer,  is  aiding 
Harold  W.  ‘‘Chick”  Evens  manager  of 
Loew’s  and  his  publicity  chief,  Jimmy 
Harris,  in  a swell  campaign  for  “Duke  of 
West  Point.” 

Improvements  to  cost  $200,000  are  in 
progress  at  the  Municipal  Theatre  in  For- 
est Park  . . . Four  performances  of  the 
Ballet  Russe  at  Municipal  Opera  House 
last  week  grossed  $20,000. 

“I’d  Rather  Be  Right”  copped  $35,000 
in  eight  performances  at  the  American 
Theatre  and  then  the  house  was  dark  for 
a week.  And  last  week  “Susan  and  God” 
on  its  boards  opened  the  1939  season  with 
a $20,000  week.  It  also  had  eight  per- 
formances. Ethel  Barrymore,  in  “White- 
oaks,”  is  the  current  attraction. 

The  Hebrew  talking  picture  "This  is  the 
Land,”  a story  of  50  years  of  progress  in 
Palestine,  was  shown  at  the  first  annual 
concourse  sponsored  by  the  Zionist  Or- 
ganization of  St.  Louis,  January  16  at  the 
YMHA  Auditorium. 

Fred  A.  Bottger,  Missouri  state  com- 
mander of  the  American  Legion,  has  given 
an  official  ruling  on  whether  patrons  of 
motion  picture  theatres  should  stand  dur- 
ing the  playing  of  “The  Star  Spangled 
Banner.”  Bottger  ruled  that  whenever 
the  national  anthem  introduces  a program, 
the  audience  is  required  to  stand,  but  if 
strains  of  the  song  are  played  during  the 
program,  such  a show  of  respect  is  not 
required. 


Petitions  Circulated  to 
Reopen  the  Beverly 

University  City,  Mo. — Petitions  request- 
ing the  reopening  of  the  Beverly  Theatre, 
7740  Olive  St.  road,  have  been  put  in  cir- 
culation here.  The  Beverly,  a 1,000-seat 
house,  was  opened  on  Oct.  7,  1937,  by  the 
Nash-Holloway  'Theatre  Corp.,  but  closed 
last  March.  Henry  Holloway,  owner  of 
the  theatre,  said  he  was  imable  to  meet 
the  high  salary  demands  of  two  union 
projectionists  at  $75  a week  each,  and  also 
$75  a week  for  a union  stage  hand. 

The  stagehand  was  kept  on  the  payroll 
for  nine  weeks,  although  the  house  had  no 
stage  shows  while  the  $75  a week  scale 
was  paid  the  operators  until  the  house 
was  darkened,  Holloway  said.  He  claims 
that  prior  to  starting  construction  of  the 
house  it  was  imderstood  the  scale  for  oper- 
ators would  be  only  $45  a week  each.  He 
closed  the  house  when  his  operating  loss 
reached  $2,300. 
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Anthem  in  Theatres 
Winning  Approval 

Chicago — Typical  of  newspaper  comment 
on  the  Warner  Theatre  plan  of  running 
the  “Star-Spangled  Banner”  during  the 
peak  shows  in  all  its  theatres,  is  the 
following  from  the  “Bits  About  Town”  col- 
umn of  Selma  Stone  in  the  Hammond-East 
Chicago  Twin  City  Times: 

“While  attending  the  Paramount  The- 
atre in  Hammond  the  other  night,  a pic- 
ture of  the  American  flag  was  flashed  on 
the  screen  to  the  accompaniment  of  the 
national  anthem. 

“At  first  we,  and  probably  everybody 
else,  thought  it  was  one  of  the  “shorts” 
in  between  features. 

“Suddenly  the  realization  came  that  the 
‘Star-Bangled  Banner’  was  being  played 
and  clumps  of  people  started  to  pop  up 
imtil  everyone  was  standing. 

“We  heard  someone  near  us  remark, 
‘Hey,  what’s  the  idea— this  isn’t  a holi- 
day.’ 

“Upon  leaving  the  theatre  we  spoke  to 
one  of  the  ushers  and  learned  that  War- 
ner Bros,  is  showing  the  flag  reel  in  all 
its  theatres  as  a move  of  patriotism. 

“Now  don’t  get  us  wrong — we’re  not 
drippingly  sentimental  but  we  think  War- 
ner has  one  of  the  grandest  ideas  in  a 
long  time. 

“Lest  we  forget  our  privileges  as  citi- 
zens of  ‘the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home 
of  the  brave.’  . . . 

“Of  course  there’s  nothing  new  about 
the  idea.  ‘God  Save  the  King’  is  played 
in  all  British  theatres  and  if  you’ve  ever 
attended  a movie  in  England,  Canada,  or 
any  of  the  British  dominions  you  know 
that.  No  place  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
will  you  find  more  ardent  patriots  than 
among  those  who  belong  to  the  country 
on  which  the  sun  never  sets. 

“So  we  say,  why  not  inaugurate  the 
playing  of  our  national  anthem  as  a per- 
manent part  of  our  theatre  programs? 

“We’re  all  for  it!” 


December  Returns  Up 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — State  sales  tax 
collections  for  December  totaled  $1,836,636, 
compared  with  $1,762,830  for  December, 
1937,  and  $1,721,243  for  November,  1938. 
During  1938  the  two  per  cent  tax  law  pro- 
duced $20,144,959.  The  tax  was  hiked  from 
one  to  two  per  cent  in  June,  1937. 


Illinois  Retains  Sales  Tax 
Springfield,  III. — The  state  senate  last 
week  voted  to  retain  the  three  per  cent 
state  sales  tax  law  until  July  1,  1939.  The 
house  will  consider  the  bill  on  January  24. 
On  July  1,  1939,  the  tax  rate  will  drop  to 
2 per  cent.  At  present  the  tax  is  sched- 
uled to  drop  on  February  15. 


Chicago  Nears  Quota 
Chicago  — Approximately  $80,000  has 
been  reached  in  the  amusement  section 
toward  its  $100,000  quota  of  the  Jewish 
Welfare  Fund  drive. 


llMDilANAlPOlLllS 

gARL  DENISON,  United  Artists  home 
office  representative  is  in  Indianapolis 
supervising  the  moving  of  the  local  ex- 
change from  408  N.  Illinois  St.  to  448. 
The  company  will  store  their  film  in  the 
vaults  at  Warner  Bros,  branch,  and  also 
ship  from  there  because  there  is  no  pro- 
vision at  the  new  location  for  the  storage 
of  film.  Republic  exchange  has  leased  the 
room  vacated  by  United  Artists  and  Cap- 
itol-Monogram  will  take  the  room  vacated 
by  Republic  Pictures  Corp. 

Carl  Shalit,  Columbia  Pictures  district 
manager,  spent  Friday  in  the  city,  making 
plans  and  explaining  the  purpose  of  the 
Personal  Achievement  Drive,  now  in  prog- 
ress in  all  Columbia  exchanges.  A meet- 
ing of  the  bookers  and  salesmen  was  held 
in  the  office  of  the  local  branch,  pre- 
sided over  by  Shalit. 

Reports  along  Filmrow,  although  not 
confirmed  about  the  new  building  20th 
Century-Fox  will  construct  during  the 
year,  are  numerous.  Authorities  at  the 
local  branch  will  not  discuss  the  matter. 
However,  the  talk  has  been  going  on  for 
some  time. 

Edward  Bishop,  known  along  Filmrow, 
and  for  a number  of  years  connected  with 
the  motion  picture  industry,  is  now  with 
the  Ross  Federal  Checking  Service. 

Harry  Switow,  Indiana  and  Kentucky 
exhibitor  and  head  of  the  Switow  Enter- 
prises, hit  a snow  bank  on  his  way  to  Lex- 
ington, Ky.,  and  practically  wrecked  his 
auto.  The  car  left  the  pavement  and 
turned  completely  over.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  daughter,  but  no  one  was 
injured. 


P IE  O K 11  A 

"PROLOGUE  TO  GLORY,”  the  WPA 
stage  production  which  has  been  do- 
ing nicely  at  the  boxoffice  in  its  Middle 
West  tour,  played  at  the  Majestic  Theatre 
January  21  and  22  under  auspices  of  Great 
States  Theatres. 

Frankie  Masters’  orchestra,  just  finish- 
ed with  a long  radio  run,  made  Peoria  one 
of  the  first  stops  in  their  tour,  playing 
the  Madison  Theatre  January  21. 

Jimmy  Shields,  auditor  for  Balaban  & 
Katz,  was  in  Peoria  checking  over  Great 
States  theatres  accounts. 

Due  to  the  fact  she  is  so  well  known  and 
liked  here,  special  publicity  was  given  to 
the  showing  at  the  Rialto  last  week  of 
“Scandal  House,”  the  film  made  from  the 
book  of  Madeleine  Woods,  now  publicity 
director  for  Mayor  Kelly  of  Chicago,  and 
former  publicity  director  for  Great  States 
Theatres. 

Construction  is  speeding  along  on  the 
new  Varsity  being  built  for  George  Kera- 
sotes.  The  steel  framework  for  the  bal- 
cony is  in  and  construction  workers  are 
ready  to  pour  concrete.  Present  plans 
call  for  completion  of  the  theatre  Mar.  1. 

The  Princess  Theatre  has  a new  mana- 
ger, H.  A.  Rhorer,  a personable  young 
man  who  succeeds  Weston  James. 


Selznick's  Choice 
Stirs  a Debate 

Chicago — As  was  to  be  expected,  a storm 
of  disapproval  has  arisen  from  southern- 
ers living  in  Chicago  (so  says  the  Chicago 
Times)  over  the  selection  of  England’s 
Vivien  Leigh  to  play  Scarlett  O’Hara  in 
David  O.  Selznick’s  filmization  of  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.” 

Consensus  of  opinion  among  Windy  City 
southerners,  continued  the  Times,  is  that 
selection  of  the  British  importation  is 
“unfair,  unnecessary  and  unpatriotic.” 

Termed  “Hollywood’s  folly”  by  the  news- 
paper, numerous  Chicago  women,  born  in 
the  south,  were  quoted.  Some  of  the 
American  film  favorites  preferred  by  the 
women  were  Miriam  Hopkins,  Bette  Davis, 
Norma  Shearer,  Gail  Patrick,  and  Mar- 
garet Sullavan. 

Meanwhile,  Clare  Booth’s  “Kiss  the  Boys 
Goodbye,”  a Broadway  farce  on  the  selec- 
tion of  Scarlett,  is  playing  to  capacity 
business  here  at  the  Harris.  It  stars  a 
comparative  unknown,  Lucia  Lull,  whose 
work  has  been  praised  by  critics.  She 
hails  from  Wetumpka,  Ala. 


“Scarlett  O'Hara"  Now 
Becomes  Star  Name 

Chicago — Eddie  and  Sam  Trinz  stole  a 
march  on  everyone  this  week  in  getting 
the  initial  booking  of  any  film  with 
Vivien  Leigh  set  in  their  Clark  Theatre  in 
the  loop.  Booked  in  was  UA’s  “Storm  in 
a Teacup,”  in  which  the  British  star  had 
a leading  role.  Using  reverse  copy,  their 
ads  read:  “Scarlett  O’Hara.  What’s  she 
like?  How  does  she  look?  See  Vivien  Leigh 
in  ‘Storm  in  a Teacup,’  Clark  Theatre.” 

Harry  and  Elmer  Balaban  were  close 
behind,  booking  the  only  other  print  of 
the  film  available  here  now  into  their 
E.  A.  R.  Theatre. 


An  Editorial  "Reflects" 

On  Choice  for  Role 

Chicago — Taking  exception  editorially 
to  the  selection  of  Vivien  Leigh  as  Scar- 
lett O’Hara  and  titling  it  “Scarlett  Scan- 
dal,” the  Chicago  Times  humorously  took 
a dig  at  her  choice. 

However,  the  best  laugh  of  all  came 
when  the  writer  of  the  editorial  no  doubt 
forgot  who  was  producing  the  film  for 
the  opening  sentence  read:  “The  longer 
one  reflects  upon  DARRYL  ZANUCK’S 
choice  of  the  imknown  French-Irish 
India-born  Miss  Vivien  Leigh  ...” 

And  to  think  of  all  this  time  that  David 
O.  Selznick  has  had  the  public  in  a frenzy 
over  the  many  possible  choices. 


Mum  on  "Divorce" 

Chicago — Allied  leaders  here  this  week 
would  neither  confirm  nor  deny  the  ru- 
mor that  they  were  planning  to  introduce 
a divorcement  bill  into  the  Illinois  legis- 
lature at  Springfield  this  session.  The 
bill  would  be  patterned  after  the  North 
Dakota  measure  which  became  law  in  that 
state. 
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Chicago  Council  Finds 
Many  Meritorions 

Chicago — Numerous  films  listed  in  the 
family  group  of  this  month’s  selections  by 
the  Better  Films  Council  of  Chicago  re- 
ceived enthusiastic  and  high  recommen- 
dations from  the  preview  committee.  In- 
cluded were  “Sweethearts”  and  “Young 
Dr.  Kildare,”  “Trade  Winds,”  “The  Young 
in  Heart,”  “A  Man  to  Remember,”  “An- 
nabel Takes  a Toui’,”  “Breaking  the  Ice,” 
“Artists  and  Models  Abroad,”  “Five  of  a 
Kind,”  “Hard  to  Get,”  “Spring  Madness” 
and  “Stablemates.” 

Tlie  adult  and  young  adult  group  in- 
cludes “The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady,”  “Crime 
Takes  a Holiday,”  “Dramatic  School,” 
“Paris  Honeymoon,”  “Secrets  of  an  Ac- 
tress” and  “Secrets  of  a Nurse.” 

Tire  adult  listing,  larger  than  usual, 
includes  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,”  “Comet 
Over  Broadway,”  “High  School  Girl,”  “Say 
It  In  French,”  “The  Shining  Honr,”  “The 
Storm,”  “Tlie  Story  of  a Cheat,”  “Tar- 
nished Angel,”  “Up  the  River,”  and 
“Wajan.” 


Leland  Hayward  Named 
On  TWA  Directorate 

Chicago — Hollywood,  which  in  1938  pur- 
chased more  than  $2,000,000  worth  of  air 
transportation,  has  been  given  definite 
recognition  as  a potent  source  of  airline 
revenue  with  the  election  of  Leland  Hay- 
ward to  the  directorate  of  TWA.  He  is 
one  of  five  new  directors  named. 

Hayward,  husband  of  Margaret  SuUa- 
van,  is  business  manager  for  many  of  the 
more  prominent  film  stars  and  executives. 
He  is  a long-time  air  enthusiast. 


Unhorsed! 


St.  Louis — Sydney  R.  Montague,  once  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police,  here  for  an  address  under  the 
auspices  of  Washington  University,  took 
occasion  to  debimk  some  of  the  motion 
pictm’e  versions  of  how  the  “Mounties” 
perform  like  this: 

“We  never  had  the  motto  ‘The  Mounties 
always  get  their  man’  until  the  movies 
started  glorifying  us  ...  As  for  as  many 
as  300  Mounties  riding  together  and  sing- 
ing a song,  well,  let  me  tell  you  that 
Mounties  never  have  ridden  together  in 
such  a group,  and  I have  yet  to  find  one 
that  can  sing  when  he  rides.” 

“And  then,”  the  ex-Mountie  continues, 
“there’s  the  one  where  the  Mountie  has 
his  man  cornered  and  out  steps  a pretty 
girl  from  behind  a tree  to  encourage  him. 
I have  never  found  a pretty  girl  like  they 
have  in  Hollywood  in  my  seven  and  a half 
years  of  service  up  there  . . . ’The  Mounties 
use  ordinary  six-shooters  and  not  au- 
thentic pistols,  because  the  latter  are  apt 
to  jam  in  the  cold  weather  up  north  . . . 
They  also  use  automobiles,  motorcycles, 
and  even  airplanes  more  often  than  they 
do  horses.” 


When  Bank  Night 
Was  Young 

Chicago  — “Boxoffice  receipts  read 
just  like  some  of  the  good  old  days 
when  we  had  Bank  Night,"  said  one 
exhibitor  after  playing  M-G-M's  “Boys 
Town"  this  week.  The  film,  now  in 
second  week  of  release,  has  been  do- 
ing outstanding  business,  not  only  in 
Chicago,  but  throughout  the  territory. 
In  many  spots  where  it  has  been 
shown,  "Boys  Town"  has  been  singled 
where  the  house  usually  ran  double 
features. 


^HE  Frisina  Amusement  Co.,  with  offices 

in  Springfield,  has  acquired  two  new  the- 
atres from  Hlinois  State  Senator  Louis  J. 
Menges,  the  Columbia  and  State,  both  lo- 
cated in  East  St.  Louis,  111. 

Virginia  Lee  Best,  875^2  South  Illinois 
St.,  won  first  prize  in  the  Frisina  Amuse- 
ment Co.-Illinois  State  Journal  popularity 
contest  with  a total  vote  of  355,925  and  as 
a reward  will  be  given  a free  trip  to  Hol- 
lywood. The  contest  ran  for  six  weeks. 

“Kentucky”  did  so-  well  at  the  Fox -Lin- 
coln Theatre  that  Manager  A.  R.  Zimmer 
held  it  over  an  extra  week. 

George  Kerasotes,  of  the  Kerasotes  Bros. 
Theatres,  spent  the  weekend  in  Chicago. 


Frisina  Remodels 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — Tlie  State  Tlie- 
atre,  recently  taken  over  by  the  Frisina 
Amusement  Co.  of  Springfield,  111.,  has 
been  closed  for  repairs  and  improvements. 
'The  State  and  Columbia  theatres  were 
leased  by  State  Senator  Lou  Menges  to 
the  Frisina  chain. 


Open  in  Jerseyville 

Jerseyville,  III. — The  new  Jersey  The- 
atre, a 400-seat  house,  has  opened  under 
the  management  of  Ballard,  Horn  & Met- 
calfe. Equipment  for  the  house  was  pur- 
chased through  the  National  'Tlieatre  Sup- 
ply. 


Progress  in  Herrin 

Herrin,  III. — Destroyed  by  fire,  work  is 
progressing  on  the  Hippodrome  Theatre 
here  which  is  being  rebuilt  by  Marlow’s 
Enterprises.  Jolin  Marlow  hopes  to  open 
the  modern  theatre  on  Easter  Sunday. 


Safety  Films  in  School 
Alto  Pass,  III. — The  Cobden  Commun- 
ity High  School  plans  to  show  silent  motion 
pictures  pertaining  to  public  safety  and 
public  health  in  the  school  auditorium 
during  the  cun'ent  school  year. 


For  Emergency  Fund 

Chicago — With  each  theatre  giving  $5 
toward  the  fund.  Allied  of  Illinois  thus  far 
has  collected  $520  for  the  national  emer- 
gency fund. 


RCA  Addition  in 
Indianapolis 

Indianapolis  — The  construction  of  an 
addition  to  the  RCA  Manufacturing  Co. 
plant  here  was  announced  Wednesday  by 
J.  M.  Smith,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
the  company’s-  Indianapolis  operations. 

The  addition,  when  completed,  will  add 
$1,000,000  annually  to  the  company’s  pay- 
roll, according  to  Smith.  With  800  already 
on  the  payroll,  the  additional  1,000  will 
make  the  plant  one  of  the  largest  em- 
ployers of  labor  in  this  city. 

The  new  one-story  building  will  be 
250x400  feet.  It  will  be  built  on  the  north 
side  of  the  present  building  and  will  be 
completed  in  June.  It  will  give  RCA 
260,000  square  feet  of  floor  space. 

The  plant  here  was  opened  in  1936. 


Foiled  Youthiul  Bandit 
Gets  5-Year  Sentence 

St.  Louis — Patrick  Dillane  jr.,  19-year- 
old  Indianapolis  youth,  must  serve  five 
years  in  the  Algoa  intermediate  prison. 
Circuit  Judge  James  E.  McLaughlin  de- 
cided January  12  when  Dillane  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  $33  holdup  of  the  Ambassador 
Tlieatre’s  boxoffice  the  night  of  Decem- 
ber 11. 

The  sentence  is  the  minimum  term  for 
first  degree  robbery.  Judge  McLaughlin 
also  sentenced  him  to  serve  five  years  for 
attempting  to  use  an  automobile  to  escape 
from  the  scene  of  the  holdup.  The  sen- 
tences will  run  concurrently. 

Dillane  was  captured  a few  minutes  af- 
ter the  robbery  by  Patrolman  Christ  An- 
ton who  walked  into  the  theatre  lobby  as 
the  robber  fled  out  another  door. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files  January  19,  1929) 
QEORGE  LANDIS,  Pox  exchange  man- 
ager in  Indianapolis,  was  in  Chicago 
over  the  weekend  conferring  with  Clyde 
Eckhardt  ...  In  on  a buying  trip  was 
Louis  Cochovety,  who  operates  the  Black- 
stone  and  Strand  in  South  Bend,  Ind  . . . 
Still  another  visitor  was  C.  A.  Hill,  auditor 
for  Fox  out  of  the  New  York  office. 

Fight  fans  among  Chicago’s  fUmdom 
are  getting  ready  for  the  Coliseum  attrac- 
tion featuring  Tony  Canzoneri.  The  boys, 
including  A1  Steffes,  who  came  in  from 
Minneapolis,  Frank  Schaefer,  Jack  Miller, 
Ludwig  Siegel,  and  Steve  Montgomery, 
were  talking  it  over  at  Exhibitors’  Ass’n. 
offices. 

The  Amita  Amusement  Co.  of  Chicago 
has  taken  a lease  on  the  Lincoln  Theatre 
in  Danville  . . . Diehl  Meers,  manager  of 
the  Orpheum  Theatre,  Ottawa,  111.,  lost 
$600,  one  day’s  receipts,  to  two  bandits 
. . . A.  C.  Zaring  of  the  Egyptian  in  Indian- 
apolis is  seriously  ill  at  his  home. 

Bill  Greenbaum  has  joined  the  Fountain 
Square  staff  in  Indianapolis.  He  moves 
over  from  his  former  post  as  manager  of 
the  Indiana  Theatre. 
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LITTLE  CHANGE  IS  NOTED  ON  ADVERTISED 
ADMISSION  PRICES  IN  KANSAS  CTTY  AREA 

1938  Estimated  at  25%  KMT  A Finds  Kansans  for 

Under  Previous  Year 

For  Price  Cuts  An  U-AsCa p MeaSUTBS 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — In  spite  of  poor  grosses 
during  the  past  year,  both  here  and  in  the 
trade  territory,  there  has  been  little 
change  in  advertised  admissions.  Though 
some  observers  estimate  that  the  year  just 
closed  was  as  much  as  25  per  cent  under 
1937,  there  has  been  nothing  like  a price 
collapse. 

Some  actual  reduction  has  been  accom- 
plished by  “promotions”  since  January  a 
year  ago,  and  these  have  assumed  several 
forms.  Making  theatre  seats  cheaper  to 
the  public  by  offering  two-for-one  (in  a 
dozen  ways)  is  being  used  perhaps  more 
than  any  other  method.  This  seems  to 
have  been  a peculiar  development  of  the 
past  year:  ladies’  nights,  men’s  nights,  pal 
nights,  etc.,  etc.  An  older  scheme  still 
used  by  several  theatres  is  to  return  part 
of  the  admission  by  giving  out  credit 
checks  in  amounts  from  one  cent  to  a 
dollar  or  so. 

K.  C.  Tower’s  Price  Cut 

Actual  price  reductions  have  been  made 
in  certain  spots.  In  Kansas  City,  the 
Tower  gave  the  25-35-55  cent  price  a trial 
and  then  dropped  it.  The  Newman  still 
uses  that  schedule  when  it  has  a stage 
shew.  Among  subsequents  in  Kansas  City 
there  has  been  no  appreciable  change  ex- 
cept in  an  increased  use  of  bargain  nights 
at  10  cents,  and  more  giveaways.  The 
Kansas  City  price  situation  continues  to 
be  dominated  by  Loew’s  Midland  wi"h  its 
3,700  sea.ts  and  25-40  cent  price.  On  an 
occasion  or  two  in  the  past,  incipient  group 
effort  to  bring  about  a rise  in  the  general 
level  of  admissions  has  petered  out  be- 
cause exhibitors  wouldn’t  go  to  a higher 
price  unless  Loew’s  went  up.  This  proba- 
bly will  continue  to  hold  true. 

In  one  small  Missouri  city  the  other  day 
an  exhibitor  who  has  been  singling  Pri- 
day-Saturday  at  20  cents  went  to  doubles 
at  25  cents  on  the  change  to  meet  a spe- 
cific problem  he  had.  In  another  spot  a 
theatre  cut  the  price  ten  cents  to  meet 
new  competition.  These  two  examples  are 
characteristic  of  the  changes  that  have 
been  made  in  prices  outside  of  Kansas 
City. 

More  Bargain  “Family  Nights” 

An  increase  in  bargain  “family  nights” 
at  ten  cents  typifies  the  admission  situ- 
ation throughout  the  territory.  Exhibi- 
tors, particularly  those  in  smaller  cities 
and  towns,  introduced  them  to  meet  gen- 
eral conditions,  and  then  found  that  they 
are  very,  very  successful.  It  wouldn’t  be 
surprising  tO'  see  such  bargain  nights  be- 
come more  or  less  an  established  exhibi- 


Kansas  City — “Exhibitors  of  Kansas  are 
unanimously  in  favor  of  supporting  an 
anti-Ascap  bill  in  that  state,”  George 
Harttmann,  secretary  of  the  Kansas-Mis- 
souri  Theatre  Ass’n  said  here  this  week 
following  a series  of  five  meetings  at 
which  the  KMTA  took  the  anti-Ascap 
plan  to  showmen. 

Approximately  62  exhibitors  attended 
the  meeting  in  Topeka,  January  9,  and 
the  other  meetings  attracted  a heavy  at- 
tendance. More  exhibitors  turned  out  for 
these  regional  gatherings  than  have  at- 
tended a KMTA  convention  ever  before, 
Harttmann  said.  An  aggregate  of  approxi- 
mately 160  attended  the  five  conclaves, 
the  other  four  of  which  were  held  in  Pratt, 
Independence,  Salina,  and  Stockton. 

“Success  of  regionals  in  Kansas  ex- 


tion  custom  and  continue  indefinitely  in 
wide  use.  Normally  they  are  used  on  the 
theatre’s  weakest  night,  'Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, or  Thursday,  and  are  mostly  one- 
night  affairs,  though  some  use  them  on 
two  nights. 

Use  of  giveaways,  which  is  perhaps  the 
oldest  and  most  widely  practiced  of  all 
the  methods  for  getting  less  admission 
without  advertising  a cheaper  price  is 
greater  than  it  was  a year  ago.  There  is 
little  likelihood  that  there  will  be  less 
giveaways  for  six  months,  and  in  that 
period  there  is  likely  to  be  more. 

The  general  impression  is  that  in  the 
smaller  cities  and  towns  of  the  territory 
exhibitors  are  using  dishes  and  their  vari- 
ations less  than  they  were  in  January, 
1938.  But  in  the  larger  cities,  including 
Kansas  City,  the  number  employing  such 
promotions  is  larger,  the  frequency  is 
greater. 

“Need  Good  5-Cent  Movie” 

One  territory  exhibitor  commented  that 
“what  we  need  isn’t  a good  five-cent  cigar, 
but  a good  five-cent  movie  if  that  is  what 
we  have  to  do  to  sell  pictures  without 
giveaways.” 

However,  most  exhibitors  feel  that  when 
giveaways  are  necessary  it  is  better  to  use 
them  than  to  cut  the  admission  price. 
Most  exhibitors  have  had  enough  experi- 
ence with  lowering  prices  and  then  try- 
ing to  raise  them  to  avoid  the  situation 
like  the  smallpox. 

In  the  face  of  conditions  the  past  year, 
the  very  reluctance  of  showmen  to  cut 
actual  prices,  as  is.  indicated  in  their  re- 
sorting to  eveiT  other  scheme  first,  is  a 
warrant  of  optimism. 


ceeded  all  expectations,”  wired  Frank  Cas- 
sil  of  St.  Joseph,  president  of  the  KMTA. 

Proof  of  the  pudding  came  in  the  num- 
ber of  exhibitors  who  joined  the  associa- 
tion, which  was  close  to  50.  Many  ex- 
hibitors attended  the  meetings  who  had 
never  before  gone  to  an  exhibitors’  asso- 
ciation convention,  Harttmann  said. 

Exhibitors  of  Kansas  liked  the  meet- 
ings so  well  that  at  Stockton,  and  later  at 
Pratt  and  Independence,  they  proposed 
and  passed  a motion  calling  on  the  KMTA 
to  hold  two  conventions  a year,  one  an- 
nual and  one  semi-annual,  and  to  hold 
one  of  them  in  central  Kansas  so  that 
all  the  Kansas  exhibitors  might  have  a 
reasonable  opportunity  to  attend. 

The  meetings  continued  throughout  the 
week  in  Missouri. 


Kansas  Chain  Bill 
Makes  Its  Bow 

Kansas  City — As  expected,  the  chain 
store  tax  bOl  prepared  before  the  legis- 
lature convened  by  the  Kansas,  legislative 
council  has  been  introduced  in  the  house 
at  Topeka.  A graduated  tax  running  from 
$10  per  unit  where  there  are  ten  units 
or  less  up  to  $550  per  unit  where  there 
are  550  units  is  provided  in  the  bill.  The 
legislative  council’s  seal  of  approval  on 
the  bill  assures  it  of  serious  considera- 
tion. It  probably  will  require  a court 
decision  to  determine  whether  the  tax 
w'ould  apply  to  theatre  chains,  but  there 
is  a definite  possibility  that  it  would. 

Governor  Ratner’s  program  in  Kansas 
calls  for  elimination  of  the  tiny  sales  tax 
tokens  which  will  be  a relief  to  theatre 
cashiers  if  it  is  accomplished.  Ratner 
also  wants  the  sales  tax  on  food  elimi- 
nated, which  would  take  from  the  sales 
tax  fund  some  two  or  three  millions  a year. 
If  this  were  done,  legislators  probably 
would  look  elsewhere  to  make  up  the 
difference.  A further  item  in  Ratners 
program  is  enactment  of  an  enforceable 
wage  law  and  minimum  wages  for  women. 
A state  department  study  some  time  ago 
revealed  that  the  wage  for  women  work- 
ing in  theatres  is  very  low. 

A chain  store  tax  bill  has  been  intro- 
duced in  Missouri.  It  has  the  same  fee 
scale  as  the  Kansas  bill,  and  is  other- 
wise similar. 
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Divorcement  and  Film  Sales  , 
Bills  Arouse  Lincoln  Talk 


Lincoln — Senator  E.  M.  Neubauer’s  pair 
of  bills,  Nos.  20  and  21,  on  the  legislative 
roster,  one  asking  theatre  divorcement  and 
the  other  regulation  of  film  sales,  have 
been  subjects  of  earnest  conversation  on 
theatre  Row  ever  since  going  into  the 
hopper. 

The  regulation  measure  carries  not  only 
$1,000  annual  exchange  licensing  fee,  $1 
per  reel  charge  for  each  reel  distributed, 
but  also  a provision  that  it  shall  be  un- 
lawful to  buy  more  films  than  one  can 
reasonably  use.  The  overbought  feature 
carries  with  it  the  proviso  that  the  com- 
mission (railway)  is  to  be  sole  judge  of 
how  much  film  an  exhibitor  may  contract 
for  before  he  is  considered  overbought, 
and  for  each  violation,  a matter  of  $5,000 
fine. 

The  divorcement  measure,  with  $10,000 
fine  and  a year’s  imprisonment  as  punish- 
ment, asks  that  within  30  days  of  the  act 
being  passed,  that  an  affidavit  be  filed 
with  the  secretary  of  state  showing  owner- 
ship is  neither  whole  or  any  part  held  by 
the  distributors.  Power  is  given  the  courts 
to  enjoin  the  partnership  as  unlawful. 
Eligibility  for  the  fine  also  comes  with  any 
false  statement.  Violations  do  not  per- 
tain to  one  officer  in  a company — but  all 
of  them. 

Labor  scene  suddenly  has  turned  tran- 
quil and  nothing  of  labor  nature  seems 
destined  to  show  on  the  floor,  although 
they  figured  the  two-man  booth  bill  would 
be  presented  before  the  session  started. 
The  censorship  bill  is  yet  to  appear,  but  it 
is  understood  already  to  have  been  drawn. 

Ready  Fight  Plans  Against 
Distributors  Control  Bills 

Omaha — ^Plans  for  the  fight  against  bills 
introduced  in  the  Nebraska  unicameral 
legislature  proposing  state  regulation  of 
motion  picture  distributors  will  be  an- 
nounced soon,  Charles  E.  Williams,  presi- 
dent of  MPTO  of  Nebraska  and  Western 
Iowa,  tells  Boxoffice. 

Williams  was  in  New  York  at  the  time 
the  bills  were  filed  and  returned  to  Ne- 
braska immediately  upon  being  advised  of 
the  pending  legislation. 

He  inferred  that  work  would  be  done 
but  declined  to  comment  further  until 
after  he  had  contacted  other  parties  in- 
terested in  the  legislation. 

The  bill  calling  for  a licensing  fee  of 
$1,000  and  an  additional  assessment  of 
$1.00  per  reel  where  admission  is  charged 
has  alarmed  exhibitors  over  the  state. 

Although  the  present  legislature  has  in- 
dicated it  is  not  in  a mood  for  assessing 
any  new  taxes  and  with  the  “White  Spot” 
campaign  for  Nebraska  still  a national 
topic  of  discussion,  many  are  definitely 
concerned. 


Reopening  on  Mt.  Vernon 

Mt.  Vernon,  III. — The  Royal,  closed  a 
year  or  so,  is  being  reopened  by  Pox 
Midwest,  PebruaiT  1. 


Pictures  With  Your 
Dishes 

Minneapolis — Some  of  the  local 
neighborhood  houses  here  in  their 
newspaper  display  ads  are  playing  up 
their  dresserware  and  dish  giveaways 
and  mentioning  their  film  attractions 
in  very  much  smaller  and  almost  un- 
noticeable  type. 

Portentous  Meet 
Awaiting  Allied 

Minneapolis — Upon  his  return  to  Minne- 
apolis from  the  national  Allied  States 
meeting  on  the  trade  pact  in  Washing- 
ton, President  W.  A.  Steffes  is  expected 
to  call  a meeting  of  Northwest  Allied  for 
February. 

A hot  fight  is  anticipated  over  the  mat- 
ter of  approving  the  trade  program  and 
regarding  the  buying  of  pictures  on  “rims” 
in  the  Twin  Cities. 

Tlie  meeting  may  result  in  a split  in 
the  organization  and  formation  of  an- 
other body.  Several  of  the  exhibitors  who 
object  to  the  Berger-Steffes  Paradise  The- 
atre buying  “runs”  of  M-G-M  pictures 
and  charging  a lower  matinee  admission 
than  houses  with  later  clearance,  threat- 
en to  pull  out  of  Northwest  Allied  and 
create  their  own  organization. 


Omahans  "Best  Films" 
Choice  Confirmed 

Omaha — Omaha’s  taste  for  films  during 
1938  was  pretty  well  in  line  with  the  crit- 
ical consensus  of  a national  poll  of  news- 
paper and  magazine  writers. 

Of  the  ten  best  pictures  picked  by  the 
national  poll,  seven  were  on  the  list  picked 
by  Omaha  exhibitors  in  a poll  conducted 
by  Keith  Wilson,  The  World  Herald’s 
critic. 

All  but  “Marie  Antoinette”  (M-G-M), 
“The  Citadel”  (M-G-M)  and  “In  Old  Chi- 
cago” were  on  the  Omaha  list. 


Fred  Horn  Will  Helm 
GN's  Omaha  Branch 

Omaha — Fred  Horn,  for  the  past  13  years 
associated  with  RKO,  will  become  branch 
manager  of  GN  here  succeeding  Bert  Day, 
who  will  return  to  the  St.  Louis  office. 

Day  came  here  from  the  St.  Louis  of- 
fice to  assume  the  managership  until  such 
time  as  a permanent  manager  could  be 
named.  The  change  will  become  effective 
February  1. 


Minnesota  Divorce 
Bill  Still  Waits 


Minneapolis — Although  the  state  legis- 
lature has  been  in  session  more  than  a 
fortnight  no  theatre  divorcement  bill  or 
any  other  legislation  affecting  theatre  in- 
terests has  as  yet  been  introduced.  It  is 
a certainty,  however,  that  the  divorcement 
measure  eventually  will  go  into  the  hopper, 
even  though  Gov.  H.  B.  Stassen  and  the 
Republican  party,  now  in  complete  con- 
trol of  the  state,  have  not  revealed  their 
attitude  toward  the  proposed  law  up  to 
this  time. 

The  governor  apparently  has  ignored  the 
request  of  northwest  Allied  to  come  out 
for  theatre  divorcement.  He  failed  to 
heed  the  organization’s  request  to  commit 
himself  in  its  favor.  Two  years  ago  Gov. 
E.  A.  Benson,  his  predecessor,  a Farmer- 
Laborite,  urged  its  passage,  but  the  bill 
was  buried  in  committee. 


Five  More  Promotions  by 
Minnesota  Amusement 

Minneapolis — On  the  heels  of  the  pro- 
motions brought  about  as  the  result  of 
the  resignation  of  Harold  Kaplan  as  State 
manager  to  become  part  owner  and  mana- 
ger of  the  new  theatre  being  built  at  St. 
Louis,  Park,  local  suburb,  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  has  announced  additional 
advancement  from  within  its  ranks,  in  line 
with  its  policy. 

Donald  Palmquist,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Loring  here,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  St.  Paul  Uptown  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity. Robert  James,  assistant  Granada 
manager  here,  goes  to  the  Loring  as  as- 
sistant manager. 

Dave  Gould,  treasurer  of  the  State  here, 
has  been  assigned  to  the  position  of  Gran- 
ada assistant  manager.  C.  L.  Taylor  has 
been  appointed  assistant  to  Manager 
Frank  Steffys  at  the  State.  George  March, 
State  theatre  chief  usher,  has  been  moved 
up  to  assistant  manager  of  the  Nokomls 
here,  succeeding  T.  K.  Kjelland,  who  re- 
signed. 


UA  Makes  Flat  Deals 
With  Minny  Nabes 

Minneapolis — Having  completed  its  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.  circuit  deal.  United 
Artists  now  is  selling  neighborhood  deals. 
It  announced  it  would  sell  only  on  per- 
centage, but  in  the  face  of  determined  in- 
dependent opposition  to  such  a policy  it 
is  making  flat  deals.  Only  M-G-M  has  in- 
sisted upon  and  gotten  percentage  from 
Twin  City  independents. 


Dunbar  Show  Moves 

Omaha — Dixie  Dunbar,  who  headlined 
the  stage  show  at  the  Orpheum  over  the 
New  Year’s  holiday  here,  is  featuring  the 
floor  show  at  the  Chez  Paree,  local  night 
spot.  She  was  a guest  at  the  installation 
banquet  of  the  Phoenician  club  here. 
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See  Minnesota  Amusement's 
Mantle  on  Friedl,  Ludwig 


JJVELYN  ELSMAN,  who  has  been  Mrs.  M. 

Cannon  since  last  July  14,  was  hon- 
ored at  a shower  by  fellow  M-G-M  work- 
ers Tuesday  night.  News  of  her  marriage, 
kept  a secret  until  the  M-G-M  Christ- 
mas party,  finally  reached  Boxoffice 
through  our  reliable  news  source.  Hazel 
Anderson  . . . Hester  Edwards  has  joined 
the  Paramount  staff  as  bUltng  clerk.  She 
was  transferred  here  following  the  closing 
of  the  Sioux  Falls  office. 

Julia  Anderson,  ofjice  manager  at  GN, 
is  all  smiles  over  the  redecoration  job  in 
GN  quarters.  A new  inlayed  linoleum 
floor  finished  the  job  last  week.  Vene- 
tian blinds  add  to  the  color  . . . Scott- 
Ballantyne  has  just  finished  the  installa- 
tion of  a Duo  Sound-Master  job  at  Boys 
Town.  One  is  also  going  in  the  Peru 
Theatre  at  Peru,  Neb.  . . . Ballantyne  Co. 
shipped  three  complete  sound  systems  to 
their  dealer  at  Bombay,  India,  last  week. 

Alice  Neal  is  stUl  leading  the  drive  at 
the  Warner  exchange  . . . Universal  of- 
fices announced  a trade  screening  on  “Dark 
Rapture”  at  Vermillion  last  week  . . . 
H.  J.  Shumow,  M-G-M  manager,  has  re- 
turned from  an  extensive  vacation  trip. 

Cresson  Smith  of  the  RKO  home  of- 
fice was  here  the  first  of  the  week  to 
conduct  a meeting  of  employes  before  the 
George  Schaefer  Drive  starts  January  28. 
It  will  continue  until  June  2. 

The  after-holiday  luU  was  hitting  Film- 
row  last  week.  The  appearance  of  chilly 
weather,  however,  after  weeks  of  preview- 
ed spring,  was  furnishing  some  snap  . . . 
Something  new  in  theatre  carpeting  is 
now  on  display  at  Scott-Ballantyne  Co. 
Emblematic  of  the  theatre,  it  has  a film 
reel  woven  into  the  pattern. 

The  first  winter  cold  snap  didn’t  keep 
away  the  exhibitors  from  the  Omaha  trade 
territory.  Among  those  in  town  were  Ray 
Brown,  Harlan,  Harlan,  la.;  Paul  Haeker, 
Parrot,  Alma,  Neb.;  Fred  Wickman,  Te- 
kamah.  Neb.;  C.  C.  Goodrich,  Rialto, 
Stromsburg,  Neb.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Thacker,  Soo,  South  Sioux  City,  Neb.;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Noffsinger,  Capitol,  Madi- 
son, Neb.;  L.  W.  Heal,  Royal,  Fullerton, 
Neb.;  Bob  Pennington,  Rialto,  Villisca, 
la.;  Roy  Mundon,  Okeh,  Lake  Andes,  S.  D. 

Add  more  items  from  Boys  Town  film- 
ing here  last  summer:  When  Mickey 
Rooney  was  ready  to  leave  the  Fontenelle 
he  called  friends  for  a final  goodbye  . . . 
Last  was  the  telephone  op>erator.  “Well,” 
said  Mickey,  “goodbye  to  you.”  “Who  is 
it?”  asked  the  operator.  “It’s  Mickey,” 
was  the  reply.  “Mickey  who?”  was  the 
girl’s  final  squelch  . . . Jake  Rachman, 
who  authors  the  World-Herald’s  Town 
Tattler  column,  came  up  with  the  late  but 
good  item. 

Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  publicity  maes- 
tro, gets  put  on  the  spot  at  home.  When 
his  young  son  read  one  of  his  dad’s  pub- 
licity pieces  and  asked  him  how  old  he 
was  Ted’s  reply  of  “Why?”  brought  this; 
“I  figured  the  way  you  hand  it  out  you’d 
say  you  were  175  at  least.” 


SteHes  Avoids  a 
Price  Cut 

Minneapolis — When  one  of  the  Pres- 
cott school  teachers  wrote  to  W.  A. 
Stefies,  owner  of  the  World,  that  her 
pupils  were  eager  to  see  "To  the  Vic- 
tor" but  couldn't  afford  it  and  asking 
him  if  he  could  lower  the  admission 
(10c  for  children),  he  immediately  in- 
vited the  entire  room  to  attend  the 
theatre  as  his  guests  and  provided  bus 
transportation  both  ways. 

Deluxe  Minnesota 
Seen  Tottering 

Minneapolis — The  less  than  10  years’ 
old,  $1,500,000  4,200-seat  Minnesota  'The- 
atre here,  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
sumptuous  showhouses  west  of  Chicago, 
looks  to  be  headed  for  the  scrap  heap. 
Prospects  now  are  that  it  wUl  be  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  the  beautiful  the- 
atre will  be  tom  down  for  a parking  lot. 
It  apparently  cannot  be  operated  profit- 
ably because  of  the  terrific  “nut”  in- 
volved. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  owners  of  the 
theatre,  the  Minneapolis  Theatre  Co.,  had 
notice  six  months  ago  that  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  would  terminate  its  lease 
on  the  showhouse  January  31,  no  progress 
has  been  made  toward  securing  a tenant, 
it  is  admitted  by  George  Lang,  secretary 
of  the  company.  Problems  in  connection 
with  its  operation  apparently  are  causing 
other  theatrical  interests  and  individuals 
to  fight  shy  of  it. 

The  theatre’s  owners  have  considered 
operating  it  themselves,  but  they  are  with- 
out experience  in  or  knowledge  of  the 
show  game  and  they  fear  to  embark  on 
such  a big  venture  imder  present  adverse 
conditions  for  loop  theatres,  according  to 
Lang.  One  big  difficulty  would  be  to  ob- 
tain film  product  or  other  attractions. 

Ground  rent  and  taxes  amount  to  $60,- 
000  and  $40,000  per  year,  respectively.  If 
no  tenant  can  be  obtained,  it  probably 
will  be  necessary  for  the  owners  of  the 
building  to  turn  it  over  to  the  owners  of 
the  ground  in  order  to  halt  big  losses. 
In  such  a case,  Lang  believes,  the  fee 
owners  in  due  time  would  find  it  advis- 
able to  tear  down  the  structure  for  a 
parking  lot  which  would  yield  a net  in- 
come, undoubtedly,  instead  of  continuous 
losses. 

The  Minnesota  has  been  closed  since 
last  July.  Prior  to  that  it  had  been  in 
operation  for  two  years  continuously  after 
another  dark  stretch.  Its  last  policy  was 
straight  films. 

Originally  the  theatre  was  built  by  the 
local  group  for  Paramount  which  used  it 


Minneapolis — Film  trade  circles  here 
profess  to  “know”  that  plans  have  been 
worked  out  for  John  J.  Fi-iedl  and  L.  J. 
Ludwig,  present  heads  of  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  to  form  an  independent 
company  to  take  over  the  chain’s  theatres 
in  the  territory  if  the  North  Dakota  the- 
atre divorcement  law’s  constitutionality  is 
upheld  and  if  similar  legislation  is  enact- 
ed in  Minnesota  or  if  the  federal  govern- 
ment requires  producer  affiliates  to  re- 
linquish their  showhouses 

Friedl  and  Ludwig  now  are  in  New  York 
where,  in  addition  to  discussing  product 
deals,  it  is  believed  that  they  are  also 
considering  the  acquisition  of  the  circuit. 

Such  a development  would  meet  with  the 
approval  of  the  vast  majority  of  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  in  the  territory  because 
both  Friedl  and  Ludwig  are  highly  re- 
garded. Their  fair  dealings  have  won  them 
the  trade’s  esteem. 


Geo,  F.  Monroe  to  Manage 
Newly-Opened  Liberty 

Lincoln — George  F.  Monroe,  formerly 
assistant  home  office  manager  for  the  L. 
L.  Dent-Westland  Theatres,  Inc.  in  Den- 
ver, has  been  moved  here  and  will  manage 
the  Liberty  Theatre  which  was  to  open 
Friday.  George  has  ben  working  under 
Larry  Starsmore  for  the  last  two  months. 

Liberty  will  be  a dual  feature,  one 
change  weekly  house.  Has  had  installa- 
tion of  600  new  and  380  second  hand  seats, 
$6,000  worth  of  sound  and  projection 
equipment,  is  re-rugged,  painted,  mar- 
queed,  and  with  brand  new  lounges  and 
plumbing  facilities.  Howard  Federer,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Nebraska  Theatres, 
Inc.  here,  the  outfit  controlling,  estimates 
the  house  improvements  at  $20,000. 


Jacksonville  Revamp 

Jacksonville,  III. — The  Illinois,  Fox 
Midwest  house  under  Ralph  Bartlett,  is 
being  completely  remodeled,  new  seats 
installed  along  with  cooling  system,  new 
projection,  carpet,  drapes,  lights,  wiring, 
etc.  It  is  the  No.  1 house  there,  and  will 
open  about  March  1. 


to  enter  the  Twin  City  exhibiting  field 
in  opposition  to  F&R.  Later  Paramount 
(Publix)  and  F&R  combined  their  inter- 
ests and  finally  the  former  acquired  the 
entire  circuit. 

At  its  inception  the  theatre  was  oper- 
ated profitably  with  grosses  soaring  as 
high  as  $45,000  under  a policy  of  big 
stage  shows  and  pictm’es.  But  in  its  later 
years — in  fact,  ever  since  the  1929  crash — 
the  theatre  has  been  a drain  on  the  cir- 
cuit, entailing  large  losses. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  been 
emphatic  in  its  declaration  that  it  would 
not  take  another  lease  on  the  theatre 
under  any  circumstances. 
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MHWMiiEAPCDiiLiiiis  Omaha  Professor 


^NOTHER  big  night  Saturday  at  the 

Tu’in  City  Variety  Club.  United  Art- 
ists is  sponsoring  it  and  Ray  Wylie,  chair- 
man of  the  club’s  entertainment  commit- 
tee and  in  charge  of  this  particular  oc- 
casion, is  staging  another  of  those  highly 
entertaining  Auction  Nights  . . . S ress  o: 
business  prevented  Abe  Kaplan  from  mak- 
ing his  planned  trip  to  the  national  Al- 
lied States  meeting  in  Washington  with 
the  delegation  of  northwest  Allied  headed 
by  President  W.  A.  Steffes. 

Charlie  Weiner,  Monogram  co-franchise 
holder,  boasts  of  his  Back  Bay,  Boston, 
culture.  He  is  a former  resident  of  the 
Massachusetts  metropolis.  Likeunse,  Bi  l 
Watmough  of  Grand  National.  But  the 
latter  makes  no  pretenses  at  highbrow- 
ism.  Incidentally,  Charlie  wasn't  married 
until  he  reached  38  and.  apparently  realiz- 
ing what  a 77iistake  he  7nade  m deferring 
C07i7iubial  bliss  so  long,  coritmually  dishes 
out  advice  to  'Variety  Club  associates  m 
the  bachelor  category  to  77iake  that  march 
to  the  altar.  And  he  insists  it  isn’t  a case 
of  misery  loving  compa7iy. 

Henceforth,  Tommy  Charak,  Warner 
Bros.  South  Dakota  salesman,  will  buy  his 
tickets  to  the  Palace  Theatre  boxing  cards 
well  in  advance.  He  arrived  at  the  the- 
atre last  Monday  night  without  the  neces- 
sary ducats  only  to  learn  the  house  was 
completely  sold  out.  He  returned  heme 
without  seeing  a corking  good  card.  And 
the  popular  Manager  Gordie  Greene  was 
a mighty  happy  man,  counting  up  that 
highly  profitable  gate  and  receiving  the 
congratulations  of  pleased  customers.  Jack 
Segal,  onetime  treasurer  of  the  old  Met- 
ropolitan, legit  roadshow  house,  now  han- 
dles the  ticket  sale  at  the  Palace.  Gordy’s 
genial  and  efficient  assistant  manager, 
Randy  Merriman,  is  now  sports  announcer 
fer  radio  station  WMIN  and  a good  one 
in  the  bargain. 

Harold  Jolmson  a7id  his  boys  did  them- 
selves proud  with  their  Universal  party 
7iight  at  the  Twm  City  Variety  Club  . . . 
C.  W.  Orr,  Drayt07i,  N.  D.,  exhibitor,  m 
tOTon  with  his  wife  for  a few  days,  re- 
ports a7i  uptur7i  in  business  sirice  the  first 
of  the  year  . . . Harold  Field,  i7idepe7ide7it 
circuit  operator,  back  from  a pleasant  trip 
to  the  west  coast,  spoiled  in  large  part  by 
his  children’s  ilhiess.  Was  advised  upen 
his  retur7i  that  07ie  of  his  ma7iagers,  Pat 
Holm  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  Spirit  Lake, 
la.,  is  critically  ill  m the  hospital.  His 
theatre  at  Webster  City,  la.,  changed  i7i 
7iame  fro7n  the  Gra7iada  to  the  Webster, 
is  bemg  rebuilt  completely  at  a cost  of 
$18,000.  It  will  seat  600. 

The  new  theatre  being  built  by  his  St. 
Louis  Park  Theatre  Co.  at  St.  Louis  Park, 
Minneapolis  suburb,  will  be  ready  to  open 
early  in  Mai’ch.  It  will  seat  1,100  and 
represent  an  expenditure  of  $100,000. 
Harold  Kaplan,  former  State  manager, 
who  will  be  associated  in  its  ownership 
and  who  will  manage  the  house,  has  taken 
space  in  the  Field  offices  here. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Flimrow 
mcluded  E.  Koenigner , Bristol,  S.  D.;  Mrs. 
Floyd  Perkins,  Mora,  Mum.;  P.  Sranek, 
Meadowlarids,  Minn.;  Guy  Thorne,  Sand- 


stone, Mi7in.;  Ed.  Gleaso7i,  Osseo,  Wis.; 
Harry  K7iowlto7i,  Plum  City,  Wis.;  Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  Jack  Hey- 
wGod,  New  Richmond.  Wis.;  Ray  Hiller, 
Marshall,  Min7i.;  Gus  Baehr,  Brainerd, 
Mum.,  a7id  A.  Paulson,  Amery,  Wis. 

Harry  Simon.  State  Tlieatre,  Walker, 
Minn.,  passed  through  en  route  to  Florida 
via  Hot  Springs  . . . Don  Buckley,  Red- 
wood Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  also  to  va- 
cation in  Florida  . . . Bill  Grant  still 
leading  in  Warner  Bros.’  salesmen’s  race 
in  their  annual  Grad  Sears  drive,  but 
Charlie  Jackson  is  close  on  his  heels  and 
Tommy  Charek  is  catching  up  . . . Eddie 
Alperson,  Grand  National  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  here  on  tour 
of  branches.  Is  en  route  to  New  York 
from  west  coast.  Bill  Crystal,  Grand  Na- 
tional branch  manager  here,  singing  the 
praises  of  his  “Long  Shot,”  which,  he 
says,  is  a swell  race  track  drama. 

Natio7ial  Scree7i  added  Catheruie  Harley 
to  its  office  staff  to  help  handle  uicreas- 
uig  busuiess  . . . Bill  Watmough,  Gra7id 
Natio7ial  sales7na7i,  takuig  swuig  through 
South  Dakota  . . . Be?i  Blotcky,  Para- 
mou7it  district  7na7iager,  we7it  from  the 
St.  Louis  sales  rneeting  to  New  York  to 
confer  regarduig  the  Mumesota  Amuse- 
7ne7it  Co.  deal  here  . . . Oliver  LaMere, 
M-G-M  booker,  out  briefly  on  accou7it  of 
ilhiess  . . . Columbia  exchanige  dolled  up 
with  Pe7S07ial  Achieveme7it  ca7npaign  ba7i- 
7iers — 07ie  for  every  salesma7i  a7id  booker 
. . . Para77iou7it  eagerly  awaiting  arrival 
of  ‘‘Union  Pacific”  pruit. 

RKO’s  “Man  to  Remember”  getting  lots 
of  attention  at  World,  Merle  Potter,  Jour- 
nal critic,  called  it  year’s  best  picture  . . . 
“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  mana- 
ger. attended  regional  sales  meeting  in 
Chicago  . . . Norman  Olson,  Nashwauk, 
Minn.,  exhibitor,  sent  back  to  A.  Selby 
Carr,  Paramount  advertising  head,  for 
credit  a one-sheet  of  “Singer  Jim  Mc- 
Kee,” starring  William  S.  Hart,  and  one 
of  “To  the  Ladies,”  starring  Theodore  Rob- 
erts. Although  15  years  old,  the  paper 
still  was  in  good  condition  and  Carr,  who 
got  quite  a kick  out  of  it,  wrote  back, 
however,  to  Olson  that  he  couldn’t  allow 
credit  because  the  sheets  are  BRP  (before 
the  Reynolds’  plan). 

Jack  Schlaifer,  U7iited  Artists  western 
sales  ma7iager,  here  for  a day  . . . Cres- 
S071  E.  Smith,  RKO  wester7i  and  southern 
sales  ma7iager,  addressed  a joint  meeting 
of  the  Mumeapolis  and  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D., 
bra7iches  here  in  connection  with  the 
George  Schaefer  drive  . . . Archie  Zach- 
erl,  U7iiversal  salesmari,  recovered  from 
his  ilhiess  and  back  at  work  . . . ‘‘Gunga 
Din,”  RKO’s  super -feature,  goes  into  the 
Orpheum  here  February  & ...  E . T . Gom- 
mersall.  Universal  district  manager,  a 
insitor. 

United  Artists  has  four  pictm’es  set  in 
the  "Twin  Cities,  starting  January  20.  They 
are  “There  Goes  My  Heart”  (Gopher  here 
Jan.  20),  “Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  (Or- 
pheum here  Feb.  1)  ; “Trade  Winds”  (State 
here  Feb.  10),  and  “Young  in  Heart” 
I State  here  Feb.  17).  The  schedule  gives 
’em  two  in  a row  in  the  State  here. 


To  a Film's  Aid 


Omaha — The  scheduled  appearance  of 
the  film,  “Inside  Nazi  Germany,”  to  be 
shown  here  January  22,  became  front  page 
talk  as  seven  members  of  the  sponsoring 
committee  withdrew  only  to  have  a local 
educator  step  forward  to  accept  the  de- 
clined chairmanship. 

'The  wholesale  withdrawal  followed  the 
publication  of  a pamphlet  “America  in 
Danger”  in  which  the  publisher,  Charles 
B.  Hudson,  asserted  the  members  of  the 
committee  were  being  “duped”  to  aid  the 
“red  terror.” 

Members  of  the  committee,  who  declined 
to  assist  in  sponsoring  the  picture  included 
the  chairman.  Judge  Lester  Palmer,  four 
educators  and  two  clergymen. 

The  educators  were  Dr.  T.  Earl  Sullen- 
ger,  Omaha  University,  and  Dr.  Floyd  E. 
Walsh,  Prof.  Charles  S.  Miller  and  Prof. 
Lawrence  Brown,  Creighton  University. 

Dr.  Frederick  W.  Clayton  and  Rev.  Louis 
Kvetensky,  pastor  of  Bohemian  Brethren 
church,  were  clergymen  to  withdraw. 

The  new  chairman  is  Dean  Edgar  A. 
Holt,  University  of  Omaha,  who  accepted 
the  day  following  the  withdrawals. 

The  four  educators,  who  withdrew, 
charged  that  the  film  involves  “a  type  of 
controversy  with  which  we  as  educators 
desire  to  have  no  connection.” 

When  Prof.  Sullenger  withdrew,  the  Lib- 
eral Club  of  Omaha  University,  of  which 
Dean  Holt  is  sponsor,  passed  a resolution 
“viewing  with  regret  the  action  of  one  of 
the  members  of  the  university  faculty  in 
withdrawing  his  sponsorship. 

Holt,  in  accepting  the  chairmanship 
said,  “I  am  acting  on  my  best  judgment 
and  I believe  they,  who  withdrew,  were 
doing  the  same.  I am  glad  to  serve  on  a 
committee  which  proposes  to  aid  in  res- 
cuing a persecuted  people. 

“Sponsorship  of  this  program,  however, 
does  not  mean  I agree  with  everything 
said  or  shown,  but  a democratic  country 
like  ours  demands  that  every  bit  of  evi- 
dence affecting  our  domestic  and  foreign 
policy  be  presented.” 


Film  Museum  Features 
Seen  in  Des  Moines 

Des  Moines — Tuesday  evening  the  Des 
Moines  Fine  Arts  Ass’n  members  viewed 
four  films  which  constitute  the  second 
part  of  the  American  Film  Survey  program 
the  group  is  sponsoring. 

'The  films  are  circulated  by  the  Museum 
of  Modem  Art  Film  Library,  New  York 
City. 

Feature  film  of  the  program  was  “The 
New  York  Hat,”  starring  Mary  Pickford. 
Produced  in  1912  and  directed  by  D.  W. 
Griffith,  the  film  was  obtained  here 
through  the  courtesy  of  Miss  Pickford. 

Other  productions  on  the  program  were 
“'The  Fugitive,”  filmed  in  1914  with  Wil- 
liam S.  Hart  as  the  star;  “The  Clever 
Dummy,”  produced  in  1917  and  featuring 
Ben  Turpin:  and  “A  Fool  There  Was,” 
a 1914  film  starring  'Theda  Bara. 
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J^OU  METZGER,  who  used  to  be  branch 
manager  here  for  Universal,  and  who 
later  became  general  sales  manager  of 
the  company,  was  on  Pilmrow  Monday  and 
stopped  in  to  see  Jimmie  Poland  of  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Supply,  and  other  old 
acquaintances.  Metzger  now  is  operating 
a string  of  theatres  on  the  west  coast. 

Martin  Stone  of  Screenland  bumped  the 
pins  the  other  evening  in  the  Variety  Club 
League  for  a 198  game.  In  the  other  two 
games,  he  went  back  to  normal — 125  and 
150. 

Homer  Strowig  of  Abilene,  Kas.,  braved 
the  wintry  blasts  Tuesday,  along  with  Sam 
and  Kate  Blair  of  Belleville,  Kas.;  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Barrow  of  Clarence,  Mo. 

Stan  Chambers  of  the  Fox  Midwest  first 
runs  in  Kansas  City  is  off  to  the  west 
coast  for  a little  relaxation,  his  first  vaca- 
tion in  many  a day. 

Only  Once  in  a While  Dept.:  “Don’t 
worry  about  dates  from  me,”  recently 
wrote  an  exhibitor,  Sam  Sosna  of  Man- 
hattan, Kas.,  to  a distributor,  Russ  Borg 
of  Grand  National.  “You  just  release 
them  fast  enough,  that’s  all  I ask.” 

Ralph  Adams,  Fox  Midwest  booker, 
spent  last  week  visiting  his  theatres  in  the 
territory  . . . O.  P.  Hill  of  the  Magic  Eye 
Distributing  Co.  here,  and  R.  W.  McEwan 
of  the  same  company  in  Des  Moines,  were 
in  Chicago,  January  19,  at  a convention  of 
Magic  Eye  distributors. 

Sam  Kaplan  of  the  Sam  Kaplan  Manu- 
facturing & Supply  Co.,  New  York,  was 
here  a couple  of  days  this  week  visiting 
C.  H.  Badger,  head  of  the  Stebbins  The- 
atre Equipment  Co.  Kaplan  was  on  his 
way  west. 

Gretchen  Brown  of  Commonwealth 
spent  last  weekend  in  St.  Louis  . . . One 
of  the  most  unanimous  things  we  have 
heard  in  a long  time — the  pre-release  ac- 
claim of  “Jesse  James.”  Not  only  are  ex- 
hibitors looking  forward  to  it,  but  film 
men,  other  than  those  at  20th-Fox,  are 
singing  its  praises. 

E.  E.  Webber  jr.  and  Bud  Wolfberg 
were  ringleaders  in  the  snowball  fight  at 
the  Pilmrow  junction  Tuesday.  Participat- 
ing were  Ralph  Morrow  and  Martin  Stone. 
Standing  back  was  Beverly  MiUer. 

Jerry  Jonas  from  Metro’s  home  office 
checking  department  is  at  the  local  ex- 
change for  a week  or  two. 

The  other  day  an  advertisement  of  the 
Ashland  got  twisted  a little.  Instead  of 
reading  “Pree  Luncheon  Plates  to  the 
Ladies,”  it  said,  “Pree  Plate  Luncheons  to 
the  Ladies.”  There’s  a difference. 

Stan  Goldberg  has  redecorated  his  Metro 
Premium  display  room.  Incidentally,  Stan 
stood  No.  2 nationally  in  his  company  for 
sales  in  December. 

Spontaneous  combustion:  Reaction  of 
persons  along  Pilmrow  when  told  the  price 
of  the  Variety  dinner  dance  at  the  Muehle- 


bach,  $4  a plate.  “Zowie,  who  threw  that!” 
cried  one. 

Sidelights  on  the  KMTA  meetings  in 
Kansas  last  week:  Trying  to  get  a hotel 
room  in  Topeka,  January  9,  inaugural  day 
. . . Salina — The  boys  being  royally  enter- 
tained by  Jim  Wymore  of  Film  Delivery — 
and  how  that  boy  can  eat  fried  chickeri! 
Stockton — Wonder  why  the  meeting  broke 
up  so  fast  and  where  did  everybody  go? 
We  can’t  remember  Fint  Jones  room  num- 
ber . . . Pratt — 07ie  discordant  note  in  a 
sea  of  harmony  . . . What  policeman  was 
looking  for  what  exhibitor  after  dark  the 
day  of  the  meeting  in  Pratt?  Beer  unll  do 
that. 

We  hear  from  Kansas  that  very  recently, 
in  a certain  town,  an  exhibitor,  accom- 
panied by  a film  salesman,  and  both 
hungry,  ended  up  on  top  of  a railroad  flat 
car,  automobile  and  all. 

Adventure:  Bev  Miller  of  Trailer-Made 
was  driving  into  Hays,  Kas.,  early  the  other 
a.  m.,  and  half  a mile  out,  a tire  went  flat. 
After  trying  vainly  to  flag  a car,  he  walked 
i7i.  It  was  late,  about  2 hi  the  morning,  and 
the  first  filling  station  he  came  to  UMS 
closed.  So  was  the  second.  He  found  a ga- 
rage in  the  center  of  town  with  a pump, 
hired  a taxi  and  drove  back  to  his  car. 
The  taxi  promptly  departed  for  Hays.  Bev 
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A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 
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Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
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EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


found  the  pump  wouldn’t  work.  He  finally 
managed  to  get  a couple  of  pounds  in  the 
flat  and  started  off  quick,  but  it  was  no 
use.  The  tire  flattened  again,  and  Bev 
walked  to  a hotel  and  bed. 

Exhibitors  on  the  Row:  Ward  Spielman, 
Baldwin,  Kas.;  George  and  Yic  Williams, 
Carthage,  Mo.;  Virgil  Green,  LaPlata,  Mo.; 
S.  G.  McDonald,  Sumner,  Mo.;  M.  S. 
Heath,  Liberty,  Mo.;  Fred  Wilcox,  Lock- 
wood,  Mo.;  P.  L.  Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.; 
Charley  Fiske,  Butler,  Mo.;  O.  H.  Gregg, 
Caney,  Kas.;  C.  C.  Rhodes,  Warsaw,  Mo.; 
E.  Van  Hyning,  Parsons,  Kas.;  Joe  Len- 
ski,  Pittsburg,  Kas.;  Gus  Diamond,  Ar- 
kansas City,  and  Salina,  Kas.;  F.  J.  Le- 
doux,  Holton,  Kas.;  Cle  Bratton,  Council 
Grove,  Kas. 

The  NSS  fire  alarm  rang  20  minutes 
Sunday.  But  there  was  no  fire.  It  seems 
the  pressure  was  too  low. 

Bev  Miller  has  placed  four  more  Book 
Treasure  deals:  Granada,  Lawrence,  Kas.; 
Sunflower,  Peabody,  Kas.;  Uptown,  Wich- 
ita, Kas.,  and  Granada,  Emporia,  Kas. 

Russ  Borg  of  Grand  National  is  back 
from  a 6-day  trip  into  Oklahoma,  where 
he  found  business  very  good  . . . Max 

(Continued  on  page  50) 
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National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~ 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
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QUITE  a stir  in  town  this  week  when 
Senator  E.  M.  Neubauer  monopolized 
the  front  page  with  his  double-barrelling 
at  the  expense  of  the  show  business  . . . 
Bob  Livingston  and  Max  G.  Towle  have 
been  busy  men  ever  since  . . . Showmen 
visiting  in  town  from  out  of  town  were  G. 
Ralph  Branton,  Des  Moines;  Evert  Cum- 
mings, and  Ralph  Goldberg,  Omaha; 
Ralph  Blank,  Fremont;  and  Carl  Rose  of 
York.  Everybody  met  and  shook  hands 
with  W.  H.  Diers,  who  is  the  speaker  of 
the  session,  a showman  from  Gresham, 
Neb. 

Snooker  tourney  is  moving  to  its  con- 
clusion, and  Howard  Federer,  who  took 
an  early  lead,  sort  of  hogged  down  in  the 
late  running  and  may  have  trouble  stay- 
ing on  top.  Understand  the  prize  is  a 
box  of  A.-for-a-nickel  seegars,  which  makes 
your  Boxoffice  representative  happy  that 
he  is  neither  good  at  snooker,  nor  smokes. 

Mayor  Oren  Copeland  and  Barney  Old- 
field talked  to  Pat  O'Brien  long  distance, 
with  both  conversations  amplified  to  the 
Varsity  theatre  audience  from  the  stage, 
on  the  opening  of  “Angels  With  Dirty 
Faces”  . . . Harold  Hellerich  appears  to  be 
going  to  have  one  whale  of  a week  in  mid- 
February — opening  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
and  getting  married. 

J.  H.  Cooper  and  L.  J,  Finske  are  ex- 
pected in  town  again  before  the  Orpheum 
opens  . . . George  O.  Monroe  has  another 
George  to  reckon  with,  now  that  his  son 
has  beeii  sent  in  from  Denver  . . . Mrs. 
Ella  A.  Gadd,  secretary  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Nebraska  State  Fair,  is  better  after  a 
terrific  siege  of  pneumonia  . . . Orville 
Rerniie,  in  Hastings,  plans  an  “Opera  vs. 
Swing’’  jamboree  on  the  stage  of  the  Rivoli 
February  2-4. 

Ed  Vaughan  walked  in  his  sleep  and  got 
to  the  Stuart  in  time  to  deliver  a stirring 
oration  to  200  business  girls  who  got  up 
for  a breakfast  matinee  on  “Kentucky.” 
Girls  were  so  busy  admiring  his  handsome 
puss,  they  didn’t  notice  he  called  the  Ken- 
tucky Derby,  the  Belmont  Stake  race. 

Best  radio  program,  as  far  as  the  state 
pen  is  concerned,  is  “One  Man’s  Family’’ 
and  the  favorite  pictures,  the  Hardy  Fam- 
ily series.  Reason  is  that  nearly  every 
prisoner  is  sentimental  about  his  family 
on  the  outside. 

Mance  Lofgren  wishes  he  could  get  rid 
of  the  fat  cop  who  holds  one  of  his  cash- 
ier’s hand  every  afternoon  in  public,  but 
the  cop  is  bigger  than  Mance,  so  the  woo- 
ing goes  on. 

Alvin  Hendricks  has  been  spared  most 
of  the  dirt  and  grime  that  goes  along  with 
laboring  on  the  Liberty  renovations,  for 
which  he  is  duly  thankful  . . . Nevins 
Lynn’s  favorite  county  attorney,  Guy  Hen- 
ninger,  is  now  leaving  Kearney  to  come 
here  and  be  adjutant  general  of  the  Ne- 
braska National  Guard.  Nevins  remembers 
him  for  his  activity  about  the  exhibitor 
dodo-bird  in  Nebraska,  Bank  Night. 


Courteous  StaH 
Gets  Party 

Minneapolis  — A woman  patron  of 
the  Hollywood  Theatre,  local  indepen- 
dent neighborhood  house,  was  so 
pleased  with  the  courtesy  that  its  staff 
has  shown  her  and  members  of  her 
family  that  on  New  Year's  day,  in  order 
to  show  her  appreciation,  she  tossed 
a party  for  the  boys.  She  explained 
to  Charles  Rudolph,  assistant  manager, 
she  was  "so  pleased"  with  the  "smiles 
and  courtesies"  she  just  couldn't  let 
them  go  unrecognized. 

When  It's  Good 
It's  All  Good 


Minneapolis — Tlie  show  business  is  get- 
ting more  and  more  difficult  to  dope  out. 
The  trade  here  is  still  puzzled  over  last 
week’s  results.  Outside  opposition  was  the 
heaviest  in  years  and,  nevertheless,  down- 
town theatres  enjoyed  their  best  business 
in  several  months. 

There  was  George  M.  Cohan  in  “I’d 
Rather  Be  Right”  doing  $23,000  at  the 
Lyceum  for  four  nights  and  a matinee. 
The  Minneapolis  Symphony  orchestra  gave 
a pop  concert  in  the  Auditorium.  The 
Budge-Vines’  tennis  match  drew  5,000 
people  into  the  Auditorium  another  night. 
There  also  were  two  professional  fight 
cards,  several  amateur  fistic  cards,  a pro- 
fessional wrestling  match,  two  Sunday 
Snow  Train  excursions  for  ski  enthusi- 
asts, one  professional  and  two  University 
of  Minnesota  hockey  games,  a Minnesota 
tasketball  game  that  pulled  12,000  people 
and  many  high  school  basketball  games, 

The  pictures  that  drew  big  business  in 
the  face  of  such  odds  were  “Sweethearts,” 
“Dawn  Patrol,”  “Blondie,”  “Out  West  With 
the  Hardys”  and  “Gangster’s  Boy.” 

Holdover  Business  Back 
To  Minneapolis  Loop 

Minneapolis — The  “cycle”  of  holdovers 
is  back  again  here,  indicating  improving 
business  and  strong  product.  “Sweet- 
hearts” remained  two  weeks  downtown  fol- 
lowing a three-week  run  of  “Out  West 
With  the  Hardys”  at  the  State  and  Cen- 
tury. “A  Man  to  Remember”  is  now  in 
its  second  week  at  the  World  and  playing 
to  exceptionally  big  business.  An  indefi- 
nite run  is  in  prospect. 


Papers  Hold  "Election" 

Des  Moines — The  Des  Moines  Sunday 
Register  and  more  than  50  other  news- 
papers in  key  cities  held  a one-day  election 
last  week  to  determine  the  king  and  queen 
of  the  motion  pictures. 


Best  to  Pennington 

Topeka — J.  E.  Pennington  of  the  Cozy 
and  Crystal  has  taken  over  the  operation 
of  the  Best  from  W.  G.  McKinney. 


piLMROW  PANORAMA;  F.  E.  Judd, 

hair  rumpled  and  shirt  sleeves  rolled 
up,  thumbing  through  a stack  of  corres- 
pondence in  the  Monogram  window  . . . 
Morris  Smith  frowning  so  people  won’t 
guess  how  good-natured  he  is  . . . Brother 
Joe  strutting  in  that  too-much-discussed 
Universal  overcoat  . . . R.  W.  Copeland 
and  Slater  O’Hare  chuckling  together 
about  their  recent  N.  Y.  trip. 

Art  Anderson  and  J.  E.  Malone  coming 
out  of  the  Brindle  Katy  on  Walnut  . . . 
Lou  Ehnan  looking  at  tractor  folders  . . . 
Jack  Frost  admiring  his  meticulous  mus- 
tache . . . Ken  Clayton  buying  a box  of 
cocktail  crackers  and  two  pounds  of  pop- 
corn (lb  ce7its)  . . . Two  Universal  gals 
displaying  four  shapely  legs  from  the  tall 
stools  at  the  Old  Colony  Luncheonette. 

Mel  Evidon  banging  the  Columbia  door 
and  looking  very  solemn  about  it  all  . . . 
Stan  Mayer  telling  Chick  Friedman  the 
latest  . . . era  . . . shady  gag  . . . Elmer 
Tilton  at  Republic  demonstrating  to  the 
office  force  how  they  throw  the  bull 
down  in  Mexico  (aside  by  B.  T.:  “That’s 
nothin’,  a lot  of  guys  do  that  every  day 
on  the  Row,  and  they’re  not  matadors 
either”)  . . . Jerry  Spandau  at  Universal 
carefully  knotting  that  lovely  scarf  his 
wife  knit. 

Dorothy  Day  buried  in  newspaper  clip- 
pings at  Tri-States  . . . Dave  Dewey  with 
his  pipe  looking  like  an  ad  for  good  old 
P.  A.  . . . G.  Ralph  Branton  acting  an- 
noyed and  running  his  hand  through  his 
hair  ’til  it  stands  on  end  . . . D.  C.  Ken- 
nedy at  Metro  saying,  “No  news  today’’ 
(What,  yet?)  . . . Hohumm,  guess  I’ll  go 
home. 

Exploitation  gets  under  way  in  Des 
Moines  after  the  holiday  lull.  Speed  Lam- 
bert wandered  in  Monday  to  give  M-G-M 
productions  his  regulation  shot  in  the  arm 
. . . Speaking  of  exploitation,  the  com- 
bined roto-magazine-cinema-stage  depart- 
ment at  the  Register  contends  time  is  tco 
pressing  to  keep  track  of  the  postage  on 
letters  and  pictures  from  Hollywood  for  an 
entire  week  to  see  how  it  stacks  up  with 
the  $5  which  amazed  Omaha’s  Keith  Wil- 
son . . . But  Combined  Editor  Clayton 
did  total  up  one  day’s  cinema  publicity 
in  the  mailbox  last  Sunday  and  discovered 
a neat  $2,601/2  handed  over  to  Uncle  Sam 
to  get  the  material  to  the  Des  Moines 
paper  . . . Which  was  something  more  than 
the  mailee  had  in  his  jeans  at  the  time. 

Although  much  of  screen  material  lands 
in  the  waste  basket,  the  Register  does 
make  profitable  use  of  some  of  it  by  re- 
writing it  and  syndicating  the  ballyhoo.  So 
any  one  studio  need  click  only  once  in 
ever  so  long  to  get  ample  repayment  if 
you  want  to  figure  it  out  on  a miline  ad 
rate. 

That  double  bill  of  “The  Mad  Miss  Man- 
ton”  and  “A  Man  to  Remember”  clung 
for  an  extra  two  days  at  the  Orpheum 
. . . Note  to  Speed  Lambert;  Bess  Er- 
hardt  is  scheduled  to  appear  in  the  cur- 
rent Register’s  magazine  section.  She’s 
with  M-G-M  in  case  you  didn’t  know  . . . 
RKO’s  layout  on  “Gunga  Din”  got  shoved 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Midwest  Opening  Up 
On  Film  Selling 

Kansas  City — Exhibitors  in  the  Middle 
West,  during  the  past  few  months,  have 
become  more  receptive  to  ideas,  and  are 
consequently  more  willing  to  spend  both 
money  and  effort  on  promotion  of  pic- 
tures than  in  several  years,  according  to 
Claud  Morris,  exploitation  representative 
for  M-G-M  here. 

Apparently,  exhibitors  are  tired  of  wait- 
ing for  business  to  happen  and  realize 
more  fully  the  theory  of  cause  and  effect. 

There  also  is  noticeable  a more  coopera- 
tive spirit  among  newspapers  and  a 
greater  willingness  to  give  space  to  fine 
performances. 


'Second  Guessing'  Makes 
Bow  in  Kaycee  Area 

Kansas  City — “Second  Guessing,”  a 
new  theatre  game  devised  by  A.  J.  Ko- 
minik,  is  being  introduced  in  the  Kansas 
City  area  by  Production  Enterprises,  702 
West  Twelfth,  which  Kominik  manages. 

The  game  can  be  sponsored  by  an  ad- 
vertiser or  by  the  theatre,  and  offers  either 
money  or  merchandise. 

Several  envelopes,  depending  on  the 
number  of  prizes  desired,  are  placed  on 
display  in  the  lobby.  In  each  is  a num- 
ber. Patrons  are  issued  number  “guess- 
ing” tickets  with  admission.  If  no  one 
guesses  the  number  exactly,  the  closest 
guesses  win. 


A Dexter  Merchant  Will 
Open  325-Seat  House 

Kansas  City — D.  A.  Shadid,  who  oper- 
ates a general  merchandise  store  at  Dex- 
ter, Kas.,  is  opening  the  Shadid  Theatre, 
325-seater  there.  He  has  bought  a build- 
ing to  house  the  theatre,  and  is  install- 
ing new  projectors  and  other  equipment 
from  the  National  Theatre  Supply.  The 
house  formerly  was  called  the  Dexter,  but 
has  not  been  in  operation  for  a long  time. 


Hayob  Buys  Equipment 
For  Marshall  House 

Kansas  City — George  Hayob,  Marshall, 
Mo.,  has  purchased  new  ventilating  equip- 
ment, light  fixtures,  screen,  carpet  and 
other  furnishings  and  equipment  from  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  for  installation  in 
his  Mary  Lou. 


Projection  Sales 

Kansas  City  — Paul  Humston  of  the 
Kansas  City  Sound  Service  Co.  has  sold 
new  Ampro  16mm  sound  projection  equip- 
ment to  BiU  Hanna  of  Axtel,  Kas.  The 
high  school  and  junior  college  at  Ft.  Scott, 
Kas.,  has  also  purchased  new  16mm 
Ampro  projection. 


DES  MOINES 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
out  by  the  pictures  on  the  search  for 
Scarlett  O’Hara  . . . That  was  Ed  Funk 
of  the  Waterloo  Courier  looking  for  Tri- 
States’  Art  Stolte  Monday. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy 
sent  Virginia  Peery  of  North  High  here 
autographed  photos  of  themselves  for 
Christmas  when  they  learned  about  the 
tremendous  number  of  pictures  she  had 
collected  of  them  . . . Lorena  Richardson 
of  here,  who  is  under  contract  by  Re- 
public pictures,  says  she’s  more  interested 
in  marriage  than  in  a film  career  (doesn’t 
sound  like  news  to  us,  but  the  R&T 
thought  so)  . . . Through  sound  film  trail- 
ers at  motion  picture  theatres,  the  Vet- 
erans of  Foreign  Wars  this  month  will  pro- 
mote mass  singing  of  “The  Star  Spangled 
Banner.” 

O.  H.  Rucker,  Chicago  sales  represen- 
tative of  the  Union  Bag  and  Paper  Co., 
Savannah,  Ga.,  showed  a sound  film  be- 
fore the  Ad  club  Tuesday  noon  in  Yonkers 
Teai'oom  on  “How  Paper  Is  Made.”  The 
film  was  sponsored  in  Des  Moines  by  the 
Carpenter  Paper  Co. 

The  Townsend  Club  Number  14  showed 
a free  moving  picture  for  members  at  its 
weekly  Monday  meeting  here  January  9. 

Bill  Furrow,  whom  Rita  Rio,  the  Mex- 
ican band  leader  and  dancer,  took  out  of 
the  Iowa  Packing  Plant  here  and  made 
her  dancing  partner,  is  going  to  make  a 
picture  for  Warner  Bros,  at  New  York 
January  17,  he  says  in  a letter  to  Jack 
Hall,  manager  of  the  Pla-Lan  ball  room. 
Bill,  who  danced  with  Rita  before  16,000 
at  Kansas  City  two  weeks  ago,  says  he 
plans  to  visit  Des  Moines  soon. 

The  Frank  Rubels  have  a wire-haired 
terrier  named  Herman  ivhich  received  a 
gigantic  old-fashioned  fire  hydrant  for 
Christmas  . . . the  Rubels  graciously  set 
it  up  in  their  front  yard  where  it  is  con- 
veniently available  to  its  fastidious  owner 
at  all  times  ...  all  of  which  reminds  us, 
Lou  Levy  and  Chick  Friedman  are  in  the 
DOG  HOUSE  . . . and  we  don't  mean  dog 
house,  but  DOG  HOUSE! 


Fonda  to  20th-Fox 

Hollywood — A long-term  contract  to 
appear  in  two  pictures  annually  has  been 
signed  by  Henry  Fonda  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  studios. 


Not  a Side-Kick 
In  a Yard 

Omaha — Bob  Bums'  contention  that 
cows  kick  backwards,  confirming  the 
statement  of  E.  F.  Eberly,  Norfolk, 
Neb.,  dairyman,  has  brought  all  kinds 
of  discussions  here. 

To  prove  both  Burns  and  Eberly 
were  right  the  World-Herald  got  a pic- 
ture of  a cow  kicking  backwards.  Then 
a South  Omaha  jury  from  the  stock- 
yards  announced  that  anyone  doubt- 
ing it  could  report  for  a view  of  "so 
many  back-kicking  bovines  he'll  be 
dizzy.'' 


Sixty  Attend  Kagcee 
Variety  Luncheon 

Kansas  City — More  than  60  attended 
the  Variety  Club  luncheon,  January  16,  at 
the  clubrooms  when  George  Baker  took 
over  the  gavel  of  chief  barker  from  R.  R. 
Biechele.  A dinner  dance  and  banquet 
for  outgoing  officers  is  slated  at  the  Hotel 
Muehlebach,  February  10,  for  members 
and  their  wives.  Frank  Hensler  of  Metro 
and  Charley  Shafer  of  Fox  Midwest  are 
co-chairmen  of  the  affair. 

The  house  committee  for  the  coming 
year.  Baker  announced,  will  be  composed 
of  Earl  Jameson,  Reube  Finklestein,  Les 
Durland,  Russ  Borg,  and  Jack  Shriner. 

Installation  of  officers  will  be  held  Mon- 
day night,  January  23,  at  the  club. 

Disney  Characters  Sales 
Brings  on  Litigation 

Kansas  City — Because  Hamilton  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  has  the  sole  right  to  handle 
vending  machines  employing  Walt  Disney 
characters,  suit  has  been  filed  by  that 
corporation  and  by  Walt  Disney  Produc- 
tions against  several  Kansas  City  com- 
panies and  individuals  for  alleged  infringe- 
ment of  Hamilton’s  rights.  The  suit  was 
filed  in  federal  court  here  and  asks  that 
the  firms  and  individuals  be  enjoined 
from  use  of  replicas  of  Mickey  Mouse  and 
other  Disney  characters  through  vending 
machines,  and  $1  for  each  infringed  copy. 

Defendants  are  A.  E.  Sandhouse,  Great 
States  Manufacturing  Co.,  N.  E.  Sandhaus, 
Great  States  Operating  Co.,  Crown  Drug, 
Parkview  Pharmacies.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  defendants  have  2,000  vending  ma- 
chines in  operation  in  Kansas  City,  and 
have  sold  at  least  144  of  the  figures  each 
week  since  September.  Consequently,  the 
suit  is  expected  to  lam  to  $25^000. 

Conservation  Commission 
Gets  Disney  Services 

Kansas  City — Walt  Disney,  Missourian, 
has  designed  a decorative  card  in  four 
colors  and  carrying  animals  from  “Snow 
White,”  for  use  by  the  Missouri  wild  life 
conservation  commission  in  its  effort  to 
enroll  children  as  well  as  adults  in  con- 
serving wild  life  of  the  state. 

Burn  Sells  His  Peabody 
House  to  Bushorn 

Peabody,  Kas. — J.  G.  Bushorn,  who  for- 
merly was  at  the  Crawford  in  Wichita, 
Kas.,  has  taken  over  operation  of  the 
Sunflower  Tliea.tre,  450-seater  here,  from 
Arnold  Burn. 


Poised  lor  Hollywood 

WiNTERSET,  Iowa — Bruce  Pettit,  exhibitor 
here,  is  set  to  take  off  for  Hollywood  late 
this  month  and  expects  to  see  a number  of 
old  friends  on  his  visit  there.  Included  on 
his  list  is  John  Wayne,  Republic’s  Western 
star.  Wayne  was  born  in  Winterset. 
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Many  Quirks  Revealed  in 
Foreign  Film  Business 


Kansas  City — Growth  of  foreign  busi- 
ness for  American  motion  picture  com- 
panies from  practically  nothing  to  the 
point  where  it  now  furnishes — or  did  until 
the  last  year  or  two — 40  per  cent  of  the 
total  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  stories 
of  modern  industry.  Effect  of  foreign 
business  on  the  movies  already  has  been 
discussed,  along  with  the  even  greater 
effect  of  American  films  on  foreign  people. 

But  several  interesting  features  of  the 
job  of  distributing  asd  showing  films  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  are  not  so  fa- 
miliar. J.  W.  Lewis  of  RKO  recently 
pointed  out  a few  of  these. 

Originally  the  pictures  in  “Snow  White’’ 
were  drawn  to  fit  sound  and  dialogue, 
Roy  Disney  told  Mr.  Lewis  when  he  was 
here  during  “Snow  White’s”  run  at  the 
Mainstreet  a year  ago.  Tire  artist  worked 
with  a “cue  sheet”  which  showed  words 
and  sound  as  they  passed  along  the  sound 
track.  When  the  picture  was  prepared 
for  foreign  distribution  a new  sound  track 
for  each  country  had  to  be  created  to 
fit  the  picture. 

It  was  necessary  to  select  syllables  in 
the  foreign  language  that  corresponded 
as  closely  as  possible  to  the  movement 
of  the  lips  in  forming  English  words  and 
still  have  the  foreign  words  mean  ap- 
proximately the  same  thing  in  order  not 
to  be  at  cross  purposes  with  the  action. 
The  result  was  about  90  per  cent  suc- 
cessful. 

'Then  there  is  the  problem  of  the  ex- 
hibitor in  a border  town  where  there  may 
be  three  or  four  languages  spoken  by 
patrons.  In  what  language  should  the 
superimposed  titles  be  written?  'This  and 
several  other  interesting  points  in  the 
conduct  of  foreign  business  were  made  at 
an  international  convention  of  the  com- 
pany several  years  ago. 

In  Japan  and  China,  instead  of  super- 
imposed titles,  the  movies  have  an  emcee 
or  commentator  to  explain  action.  If  he 
is  good,  the  commentator  comes  to  be 
quite  an  attraction  in  himself. 

In  some  Oriental  cities  theatres  are  lo- 
cated close  together,  frequently  in  a row 
along  one  street.  Each  day  the  boxof- 
fice  curtains  are  raised  simultaneously 
when  a policeman  blows  his  whistle.  The 


Concern  Fades 


Sioux  City — Concern  over  the  reaction 
of  Ethel  Banymore  to  the  regular  Bank 
Night  drawing  at  the  Orpheum  here, 
where  she  appeared  in  the  stage  play 
“■Whiteoaks,”  failed  to  materialize. 

The  theatre  management  refused  to  let 
the  play  interfere  with  the  drawing  for 
$1,450,  built  up  in  the  previous  four  weeks 
but  the  company  management  didn’t  let 
the  drawing  interfere  with  the  play. 

The  drawing  went  on  at  another  theatre 
and  the  play  was  not  interrupted  to  an- 
nounce the  winning  name. 


A Six-Foot 
Feature 

Des  Moines,  Iowa — George  Cushman, 
amateur  film  addict  here,  has  a motion 
picture  he  took  himself  called  “Soles  at 
Sea”  . . . the  entire  film,  which  tells 
the  story  of  a country  boy  who  came  to 
the  city,  met  a girl,  got  a job  and  made 
good,  shows  nothing  but  three  pairs  of 
feet,  the  boy's,  the  girl's  and  the  feet 
of  the  man  who  contributed  the  job. 


theatres  here  show  four  or  five  complete 
and  different  programs  daily.  Since  there 
is  no  established  day  of  rest,  such  as 
Sunday  in  Christian  countries,  the  day 
the  native  has  “off”  may  be  any  day  of 
the  week.  And  when  they  go  to  the  movies 
they  stay  all  day.  Theatres  are  furnished 
with  cafes  and  restaurants  where  patrons 
may  secure  refreshment  between  pro- 
grams. 

Native  motion  picture  product,  in  India, 
for  instance,  is  not  the  best  in  the  world, 
chiefly  due  to  lack  of  capital.  But  they 
do  have  movies  made  at  home.  If  some- 
one gets  an  idea  for  a picture,  he  has 
to  promote  it  among  his  friends,  among 
those  who  take  part,  and  among  the 
friends  of  those  who  participate.  One  will 
contribute  $10,  another  $20,  and  so  on. 
One  American  new  to  foreign  distribution 
came  into  an  Indian  theatre  one  morning 
and  found  several  women  asleep  on  the 
floor  in  the  lobby.  He  was  very  curious. 
'The  theatre  manager  explained  that  they 
were  the  wives  of  those  who  contributed 
to  the  making  of  a local  film  whose  run 
began  that  day.  'They  were  there  to  col- 
lect their  investment  as  it  came  in  at 
the  boxoffice. 

In  Australia,  which  has  about  the  same 
area  as  the  United  States,  and  is  shaped 
somewhat  the  same,  RKO  has  only  six 
distributing  branches.  Cost  of  transporta- 
tion for  films  over  such  a large  area 
naturally  prohibits  use  of  the  same  meth- 
ods of  actual  physical  distribution  of 
film  as  in  the  U.  S.  The  company  cir- 
cuits the  pictures  from  one  town  to  an- 
other without  having  them  come  back 
into  the  exchanges.  Unusual  care  is  taken 
by  each  exhibitor  in  handling  and  using 
the  prints,  since  he  wants  the  exhibitors 
playing  before  he  does  to  do  the  same 
thing  for  him.  The  prints  are  sometimes 
out  two  or  three  months. 


Royal  Cowger  Purchases 
The  Gem  in  Richland 

Richland,  Mo. — Royal  Cowger,  manager 
of  Tom  Edward’s  Ozark  Theatre  at  Eldon, 
Mo.,  the  past  several  years,  and  formerly 
with  the  Glen  W.  Dickinson  circuit,  has 
purchased  the  Gem  Theatre  here. 


KANSAS  CITY 

(Continued  from  page  47) 

Roth,  district  manager  for  Republic,  was 
in  town  last  week. 

The  Cinema  Club  beat  the  Cresswell 
team  a week  ago  Monday  two  out  of 
three,  one  game  by  one  pin,  and  moved 
into  first  place.  Norris  B.  Cresswell  was 
really  jumping  up  and  down  when  the 
l-pin  margin  showed  up. 

Two  honest  exhibitors:  Lee  Jones,  “I 
never  saw  business  so  bad  it  couldn’t  be 
better,  and  I’ve  never  seen  it  so  good  it 
satisfied  me.”  Gus  Diamond  issuing  a sec- 
ond to  the  remarks.  At  Variety  Club 
January.  1939.  (Seal) 


Fox  Midwest  Will  Reopen 
Benton,  111.,  Theatre 

Benton,  III. — The  Star,  closed  since  si- 
lent days,  is  being  remodeled  by  Pox  Mid- 
west, and  with  its  550  seats  will  open 
March  1 under  Ed  Whaley. 


Schwartz  Sells  Out 

Kansas  City — Stanley  Schwartz  has  sold 
his  interest  in  the  State  Theatre,  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  to  W.  D.  Fulton,  who  also  owns 
the  local  Southtown  and  Tivoli. 


Daughter  to  Miskells 

Omaha — It’s  a girl  at  the  Bill  Miskells 
of  the  Orpheum.  She  arrived  'Tuesday 
morning  at  Methodist  Hospital.  Mrs.  Mis- 
kell  and  the  young  miss,  who  has  an  older 
sister,  are  doing  fine.  Bill  is  manager  of 
'Ti’i-States  Orpheum. 


Universal  Signs  Lugosi 

Hollywood — Bela  Lugosi  has  been  given 
a five-year  contract  at  Universal  for  his 
work  in  “Son  of  Frankenstein.” 


E.  S.  Davidson 

North  Branch,  Minn. — E.  S.  Davidson, 
50  years  old,  veteran  exhibitor  and  owner 
of  the  Family  'Theatre  here,  is  dead. 


Leigh  on  “Trespasses" 

Hollywood — Rowland  Leigh  will  script 
“Forgive  Us  Our  Trespasses”  for  WB. 


Just  Human  Nature 


Des  Moines — Human  nature  had  Don 
Allen,  Des  Moines  Theatre  manager, 
frothing  at  the  mouth  Saturday  evening. 

George  Olsen’s  band  was  appearing  with 
a floor  show  at  the  Tromar  Ballroom  here. 

“People  will  break  their  necks  to  pay 
$1.61  for  the  privilege  of  perching  on  table 
tops  to  get  a glimpse  of  Olsen’s  floor  show, 
but  they’ll  stomp  past  the  boxoffice  look- 
ing as  if  they’re  going  to  ask  for  a refund 
after  paying  41  cents  to  loll  in  an  up- 
holstered theatre  chair,”  Don  wailed  to  Ken 
Clayton  at  the  ballroom  where  they  both 
had  been  risking  their  necks. 


50 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  21,  1939 


FILM  CENSORSHIP  DIVISION  SIDES  ITS  TOE 
AGAINST  AN  OFFENDED  OHIO  PUBLIC  OPINION 


'Professor  Mamlock'  Ban 
May  Prove  to  Be  a 
Final  Affront 


By  ELSIE  LOEB 

Cleveland — The  Ohio  board  of  censors, 
or,  more  correctly,  the  division  of  film 
censorship  under  the  department  of  edu- 
cation, is  facing  a firing  squad  composed 
of  Ohio  film  fans.  Whether  the  division 
will  eventually  be  entirely  abolished  or 
whether  it  will  have  its  wings  clipped  by 
state  legislation  is  one  of  the  burning 
questions  of  the  moment. 

The  division  became  the  target  of  at- 
tack when  it  refused  to  pass  the  Amkino 
picture,  “Professor  Mamlock.”  Protests 
were  registered  with  the  board  following 
a preview  of  the  picture  at  the  City  Thea- 
tre in  Cleveland,  to  which  were  invited 
the  heads  of  the  leading  civic,  religious 
and  educational  groups. 

W.  Ward  Marsh,  motion  picture  editor 
of  the  Plain  Dealer,  led  the  attack  with 
the  printed  demand  that  “Professor  Mam- 
lock” either  be  passed  for  immediate  re- 
lease, or  that  the  censor  board  give  cause 
for  barring  it  from  Ohio  exhibition. 

Power  Curb  Ahead 

Prom  the  office  of  Roy  Reichelderfer, 
chief  of  the  board,  came  the  statement 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  “Pro- 
fessor Mamlock”  is  “harmful.”  Marsh 
continued  his  crusade  by  pointing  out,  in 
print,  that  the  picture  has  been  passed 
and  shown  in  every  other  state  in  the 
union  without  any  “harmful”  results  and 
he  resented  the  inference  that  the  people 
of  Ohio  differ  from  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  other  47  states. 

As  a result  of  this  attack  against  alleg- 
edly prejudiced  censorship.  Representative 
Harry  Dworkin  (D)  of  Cleveland  has 
drafted  an  amendment  to  the  Ohio  laws 
seeking  to  curb  the  power  of  the  board  to 
reject  motion  pictures  because  of  their 
political  content. 

Another  attack  has  been  launched  by 
the  local  council  of  CIO.  A.  E.  Stevenson, 
council  secretary,  has  urged  all  CIO  locals 
to  duplicate  the  central  body’s  action  in 
condemning  the  board  and  to  ask  that 
“Professor  Mamlock”  be  released  for  im- 
mediate showing.  In  commenting  upon 
the  board’s  action  in  banning  the  picture 
Stevenson  said:  “There  must  be  some  hid- 
den reason  why  a movie  of  this  nature  is 
being  kept  from  the  people  of  Ohio  while 
being  shown  in  all  other  states.” 

The  Press,  local  daily  newspaper,  took 
an  editorial  stand  against  the  board,  as 
follows:  “While  we  are  tolerant  of  the 
opinions  that  hold  against  exhibition  of 
the  picture,  we  cannot  see  how  they  square 
with  the  basic  rights  of  free  speech  and  a 
free  press  that  are  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution.” 

“Political  censorship,”  the  editorial  con- 


Policy  of  Duals  Penetrates 
Deeper  in  Flint,  Mich. 


Flint — Reportedly  ready  to  give  way 
before  the  dissatisfaction  of  individual 
subsequent  exhibitors  with  the  current 
policy  of  double  features  once  weekly,  the 
local  field  soon  may  see  duals  for  all 
changes. 

The  once-per-week  arrangement  has 
been  in  effect  by  mutual  consent,  but 


complaints  have  been  increasing  lately. 
As  a result,  a meeting  this  week  is  said 
to  have  resulted  in  accord  on  increasing 
the  twin-bill  programs. 

This  would  make  one  of  the  few  inva- 
sions of  the  upstate  territory  by  the  policy 
that  is  universal  in  Detroit. 


tinues,  “and  by  that  we  mean  censorship 
of  films  because  of  the  political  or  econ- 
omic ideas  they  portray,  have  no  place  in 
a nation  that  is  proud  of  its  democracy.” 

“Ohio  is  one  of  seven  states  that  still 
has  film  censorship.  The  other  41  have 
none.  Ohio  is  the  only  state  that  has 
barred  “Professor  Mamlock.”  Its  ban  here 
obviously  was  through  political  censorship 
and  if  we  have  to  change  our  laws  in  order 
to  censor  such  censorship,  let  us  change 
them  without  further  ado.” 

Distributors  of  “Professor  Mamlock” 
have  asked  that  the  board  reconsider  its 
decision,  and  if  the  film  is  not  approved, 
threaten  to  appeal  to  the  state  supreme 
court. 

The  board  first  came  into  being  in  1913 
and  has  been  in  uninterrupted  action  since 
that  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
three  months  in  1914  during  which  period 
its  work  was  suspended  pending  a decision 
of  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  on  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  law.  The  decision,  ren- 
dered in  April,  1914,  determined,  accord- 
ing to  Reichelderfer,  “that  the  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures  does  not  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relative 
to  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press.” 

Perhaps  it  Wasn’t  Amusing 

Speaking  before  the  Ohio  Motion  Pic- 
ture Council  in  Cleveland  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  1937,  Reichelderfer  stated  that 
the  most  important  feature  of  the  censor- 
ship law  reads  as  follows:  “Only  such 
films  as  are,  in  the  discretion  of  the  cen- 
sors, of  a moral,  educational  or  amusing 
and  harmless  character  shall  be  passed 
and  approved.” 

On  the  same  occasion,  Reichelderfer 
stated  that  “We  as  censors  are  not  there 
to  judge  pictures,  pick  flaws  or  show  au- 
thority, but  to  carry  out  the  definite 
statements  of  the  law  guarding  and  pro- 
moting the  best  possible  citizenship  of  our 
state.” 

Touching  on  the  delicate  subject  of 
prejudice,  Reichelderfer  quoted  to  the 
Council  then,  a statement  made  previously 
by  Dr.  Edgar  Dale  of  the  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity, to-wit:  “A  motion  picture  is  good 
or  bad  in  proportion  to  the  truth  and  ac- 


Invite  Exhibitors 
To  ITO  Meet 


Pittsburgh  — Exhibitors  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  are  invited  to  attend  the 
next  regular  meeting  of  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  West  Virginia,  Danny 
Davis,  secretary  of  the  new  Mountain 
State  association,  told  Boxoffice  this 
week. 

This  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Waldo 
Hotel,  Clarksburg,  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
February  28.  That  evening  a special  event 
is  being  planned  in  the  form  of  a testi- 
monial dinner  to  Charles  Dortic,  popular 
in  the  West  Virginia  territory  for  many 
years,  who  now  is  Pittsburgh  branch  man- 
ager for  Grand  National  Pictures,  and 
Bob  Dunbar,  former  Vitagraph  salesman, 
now  office  manager  for  the  company  at 
Pittsburgh. 

Chairman  of  the  testimonial  dinner  is 
Richard  Marks  of  Clarksburg.  C.  C.  Kel- 
lenberg  of  20th-Pox  is  in  charge  of  ar- 
rangements and  attendance  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh and  western  Pennsylvania  delega- 
tion. 

The  ITO  officers  met  at  Charleston  re- 
cently in  a legislative  session  which  was 
described  as  of  particular  importance. 


curacy  and  appropriateness  with  which  it 
pictures  human  living.” 

“I  firmly  believe  that,”  said  Reichel- 
derfer. 

Just  how  or  where  “Professor  Mamlock” 
fails  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Ohio 
censorship  laws,  as  set  forth  by  the  head 
of  the  board,  is  something  that  the  people 
of  Ohio  are  waiting  to  hear  from  either 
E.  N.  Dietrich,  state  director  of  education, 
or  Reichelderfer. 
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Convention  Plans 
Occupi]  Barkers 

Detroit — .Oi’ganization  of  plans  for  the 
national  Variety  Club  convention  at  De- 
troit in  April  went  ahead  swiftly  here, 
with  a meeting  of  committee  leaders.  The 
local  committees  are  being  organized,  with 
the  following  included: 

General  committee:  J.  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M 
divisional  manager,  chairman;  E.  C. 
Beatty,  general  manager  of  Butterfield 
Theatres;  William  Carlson,  head  of  Carl- 
son Studios;  E.  E.  Kirchner,  manager  of 
Family  Theatre;  F.  J.  Downey,  M-G-M 
branch  manager;  David  M.  Idzal,  man- 
aging director.  Fox  Theatre;  George  W. 
Trendle,  president,  United  Detroit  Thea- 
tres; Charles  C.  Perry,  manager,  Adams 
Theatre;  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  Thea- 
tre Relation  for  RKO;  and  David  New- 
man, manager,  Pasadena  Theatre,  who 
is  secretary  of  the  committee. 

In  addition,  the  following  chairmen  of 
individual  committees  have  been  ap- 
pointed; Hotel  reservations,  E.  E.  Kirch- 
ner; welcoming,  Cem  Merritt,  manager. 
Palace  Theatre  of  Windsor,  Ont.;  trans- 
portation, Harold  C.  Robinson,  manager 
of  Film  Truck  Service;  program,  William 
A.  Carlson;  entertainment,  David  M.  Idzal 
and  William  A.  Carlson;  banquet  arrange- 
ment and  table  reservation,  Charles  C. 
Perry  and  William  Carlson;  publicity,  Earl 
Hudson;  finance,  E.  E.  Kirchner;  decora- 
tion, Elmer  Kiehler. 


Extend  Film  Program 
For  Shut-ins 

Detroit — Variety  Club  is  extending  its 
program  of  free  shows  for  shut-ins  this 
year,  under  the  direction  of  the  welfare 
committee,  headed  by  Arthur  C.  Robinson. 
Cooperation  of  the  motion  picture  oper- 
ators union  has  been  secured,  so  that  the 
committe  is  now  prepared  to  handle  three 
special  shows  a week  regularly. 

Cooperation  of  individual  members  is 
being  sought,  to  secure  a wider  audience 
of  shut-ins  for  this  purpose.  In  addition 
to  the  numerous  institutions  which  have 
been  given  from  one  to  several  shows  each, 
the  committee  this  year  will  attempt  to 
cover  any  special  “pet  charities”  of  indi- 
vidual members,  who  may  be  in  touch 
with  hospitals,  orphanages,  etc. 


Saturday  Night  Frolic  Feting 
Schreiber  Draws  Crowd 

Detroit — Variety  Club’s  Saturday  night 
Frolic,  honoring  Ray  Schreiber  and  his 
Colonial  Theatre  staff,  drew  a crowd  that 
just  filled  the  clubrooms.  Following  the 
tradition  of  late  hours  at  the  Schreiber 
theatres,  the  party  lasted  late  as  well. 
Among  those  assisting  Schreiber  were 
Frank  Stuart,  general  manager;  Harry 
Hoffman,  manager  of  the  Majestic;  Jim 
Bennett  and  Ella  Sears,  producers,  and 
Phil  Skillman,  orchestra  leader.  An  ex- 
cellent floor  show  was  put  on  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Colonial  stage  show,  both  prin- 
cipals and  ballet. 

Monday  noon  luncheon,  first  of  the  sea- 
son, was  devoted  to  the  Red  Wings,  De- 


troit’s famous  hockey  team  under  the  man- 
agement of  Lou  Giffels,  manager  of  Olym- 
pia. and  Jack  Adams,  team  manager. 

Chief  Barker  Charles  C.  Perry  was  in 
the  chair  for  his  first  official  luncheon, 
with  William  A.  Carlson  presenting  the 
entertainment  program.  Tire  Olympia  and 
Red  Wings  people  furnished  the  entire 
entertainment  in  a brief  and  snappy  pro- 
gram, discussing  hockey  and  the  public — 
and  proving  that  a lot  of  showmen  are 
sports  fans. 

Ladies’  Day — Wednesday  afternoon — 
started  this  week,  with  open  house  on 
that  afternoon,  and  no  charge  for  card 
games.  Individual  tables  are  to  be  made 
by  the  ladies,  and  their  own  prizes  es- 
tablished. The  official  hostesses  for  each 
day  will  not  be  designated  for  the  present, 
and  more  informal  tables  will  be  invited 
as  a result. 

Variety  clubrooms  are  becoming  more 
popular  for  Detroit’s  social  activities. 
The  ladies  of  the  Town  Hall  Club  met 
there  last  Friday  and  Sunday,  January  29. 
they  will  be  used  by  the  Junior  Council. 

Plans  for  an  open  house  on  Wednesday, 
January  25,  are  being  made.  Occasion  is 
the  Joe  Louis-John  Lewis  fight,  in  which 
Detroiters  naturally  are  much  interested, 
and  many  plan  to  listen  to  the  returns 
at  the  club. 

Offices  for  the  national  convention  com- 
mittee were  opened  in  Room  806  of  the 
Bock  Cadillac  Hotel  this  week,  under  Gen- 
eral Chairman  John  E.  Flynn.  Miss  Fish- 
er, formerly  secretary  at  the  GB  exchange, 
is  in  charge. 

Billposters  Name  Hines 
To  Oifice  33rd  Time 

Detroit — Re-election  for  the  33rd  time 
came  to  William  S.  Hines  when  the  Detroit 
local.  No.  94,  of  the  billposters  union,  at 
its  annual  election  held  recently,  named 
Hines  secretary-treasurer. 

Other  officers  are  John  Corana,  presi- 
dent, I re-elected) ; Frank  Peebles,  vice- 
president;  Frank  Mitchell,  business  agent. 
Mack  Perry,  Charles  Solomon  and  Pete 
Lacky  were  named  trustees. 

The  union  is  transferring  its  headquar- 
ters from  United  Billposting  shop  on  Ab- 
bott Street  to  1235  West  Elizabeth  Street. 


lATSE  at  New  Kensington 
Installs  New  Officers 

New  Kensington,  Pa. — Officers  of  Local 
444  of  the  lATSE  were  elected  and  install- 
ed at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  as  fol- 
lows; William  Bordonaro,  president;  I.  E. 
Pike,  business  agent;  Clyde  Johnson,  re- 
cording secretary;  Charles  Wolfe,  finan- 
cial secretary.  Re-elected  as  trustees  were 
J.  N.  Fike,  Bernard  Zamparini  and  Joseph 
Milburn.  Walter  Austin  was  elected  vice- 
president  and  Howard  Wolfe  was  named 
to  serve  on  the  executive  board. 

The  election  of  Bordonaro  marks  his 
seventh  consecutive  year  as  president, 
while  I.  E.  Fike  will  serve  his  third  con- 
secutive year  as  business  agent. 


Lefko  Is  Heard  From 

Cleveland — Morris  Lefko,  RKO  salesman 
who  has  been  out  of  town,  wishes  to  ex- 
tend sincere,  although  belated,  good  wishes 
to  the  theatre  owners  and  friends  in  the 
territory. 


In  Plea  for  Small 
Exhibitor  Union 

Detroit — Charging  that  “there  is  a 
movement  on  foot,  in  Detroit  at  least,  to 
abolish  the  little  neighborhood  theatres,” 
Claude  A.  Dock,  owner  of  the  Dox  Thea- 
tre, urges  a militant  combination  of 
smaller  independent  exhibitors  to  fight 
“inimical”  interests.  He  makes  no  spe- 
cific suggestion  for  such  an  organization, 
however. 

“The  small  neighborhood  theatre,”  he 
says,  “must  be  preserved.  I am  convinced, 
after  having  a position  connected  with 
financial  appraisal  for  11  years,  that  if 
the  small  house  were  removed,  it  would 
reflect  itself  to  the  extent  of  $1,000  for 
adjacent  property,  and  it  would  reduce 
the  value  of  all  real  estate  in  homes  and 
other  property  for  a mile  around. 

“The  residents  would  have  to  go  to  other 
theatres.  Now,  the  educational  picture  of 
today  is  very  valuable  to  the  ’teen  age 
members  of  our  families.  If  small  thea- 
tres are  closed,  these  youngsters  would 
not  have  either  the  time  nor  the  money 
to  go  further — and  pay  a bigger  admis- 
sion. This  would  be  robbing  them  of  their 
natural  rights  and  privileges,  which  in- 
clude the  right  to  see  pictures  for  the 
neighborhood  price  of,  say,  20  cents. 

“Now  a large  first- run  house  requires 
only  104  pictures  a year  on  a double  bill 
policy,  and  need  buy  only  the  best.  But 
the  small  houses  need  312,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  allocate  these  so  that  a patron 
can  even  see  the  same  two  pictures  on  one 
bill  that  he  would  at  the  big  house.  We 
have  to  have  one  star  picture  and  one 
weak  picture  on  the  bill. 

“Further,  we  have  to  pay  about  60  per 
cent  of  our  gross  revenue  to  every  lady 
customer — in  premiums.  But  the  large 
house  does  not  have  to  resort  to  premiums. 

“Yet  the  major  part  of  the  revenue  of 
the  makers  of  pictures  comes  from  the 
small  houses.” 


GN  Moves  Peckham 
To  BuHalo  Helm 

Detroit — A major  change  in  the  distri- 
bution field  occurred  when  Ralph  Peck- 
ham,  who  has  been  Grand  National  man- 
ager since  the  branch  was  organized  here, 
was  transferred  to  the  Buffalo  office  of 
the  company.  He  is  being  succeeded  by 
W.  Benjamin,  who  was  manager  of  the 
Chicago  office. 

Peckham  left  his  family  here  tempor- 
arily but  will  be  back  in  two  or  three 
weeks  to  wind  up  his  personal  affairs  in 
Detroit.  Benjamin  arrived  in  town  be- 
fore Peckham  left.  He  formerly  was  at 
Indianapolis,  before  his  Chicago  post. 


Reliel  Fund  Grows 

Pittsburgh — Filmrow  Relief  Fund  was 
increased  $33,  with  the  Paramount  ex- 
change reporting  as  follows;  D.  Kimel- 
man,  $5;  E.  M.  Stuve,  $5;  R.  E.  Caskey,  $5; 
Jake  Soltz,  $5;  Sam  Gould,  $5;  George 
Elmo,  $3;  Sam  Bleyer,  $5.  Another  recent 
contribution  was  $10  from  George  Otte. 
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Mutual  Combine  in 
Active  Operation 


"Oldtimers"  in  Cleveland — 

standing,  left  to  right:  Jack  Sogg,  salesman;  Frank  Kasher,  shipper;  Aimee 
Lewis,  stenographer ; Eddie  Brauer,  salesman;  Jean  Chapman,  accessory 
clerk;  Frank  D.  Drew,  resident  manager;  Gladys  Nelson,  head  biller. 
Seated:  Charlie  Deardourff,  exploiteer;  Sara  Shellew,  inspectress;  Effie 
Baxter,  chief  inspectress;  Ida  Bartel,  inspectress;  Sadie  Meckler,  chief  con- 
tract clerk,  and  Edith  Kolar,  inspectress. 


Detroit — Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  swung 
into  active  operation  as  the  third  booking 
organization  for  independents  in  the  ter- 
ritory under  the  management  of  James  E. 
Robertson  and  Raymond  E.  Moon.  Nine 
theatres  were  on  the  list  of  houses  being 
booked,  all  located  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 
They  include:  Colonial,  Majestic,  Garden 
and  Forest,  operated  by  Midwest  The- 
atres; Beacon  and  Lincoln,  operated  by 
I.  J.  London;  Times  Square,  operated  by 
Joseph  Bruzy;  Regal,  by  Joseph  Ellul, 
and  Grant,  by  Saul  Korman. 

Five  of  these  are  practically  downtown 
houses,  including  the  entire  Midwest 
group,  giving  Mutual  considerable  book- 
ing strength  in  the  downtown  field.  More 
houses  are  under  negotiation,  and  it  is 
reported  that  some  seven  more  have  been 
tentatively  scheduled  to  join  the  Mutual 
groupi  later. 

Booking  staff  has  been  set  up,  with 
Allen  Dowzer  as  booker;  Margaret  Rice, 
cashier,  and  Genevieve  Ward,  contract 
clerk.  Like  General  Manager  Moon,  the 
three  new  members  of  the  staff  were  for- 
merly with  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Michi- 
gan. 


RCA  Makes  Staii  Shiits 
In  Detroit  Offices 

Detroit — A revamp  by  RCA  of  its  local 
staff  brings  R.  E.  Hardy  from  Cleveland 
as  engineer  here,  succeeding  R.  J.  Seder- 
strom,  who  leaves  for  the  home  office  at 
Camden,  N.  J.  E.  V.  Smith,  formerly 
with  McArthur  Theatre  Equipment,  has 
joined  the  local  RCA  sales  staff.  The 
company’s  offices,  at  present  in  the  Book 
Building,  will  be  moved  in  a few  weeks 
into  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg. 

RCA  has  completed  the  installation  of 
five  sound  jobs  within  the  past  month. 
They  include  the  Regal,  Detroit,  for  Joseph 
Ellul;  White  Star,  Hamtramck,  for  Eddie 
Pascoe;  Atlas,  Detroit,  for  Stanley  Olesz- 
kowicz;  Beechwood,  Detroit,  for  Clifford 
H.  White,  and  Woodward  Grand,  High- 
land Park,  for  the  Sam  Brown  circuit. 


Republic  Sales  Drive 
Is  Underway  in  Ohio 

Cleveland  — Republic  Pictures  in  Ohio 
starts  out  the  new  year  with  a Nat  L. 
Lefton  salesmen’s  contest  in  the  Cleveland 
and  the  Cincinnati  territories.  This  is  not 
an  inter-office  competition,  but  individual, 
with  each  man  sharing  in  a cash  prize  in 
proportion  to  his  rating. 

The  contest  includes  new  contracts  on 
serials,  features  and  shorts,  dates  and 
liquidation  of  contracts. 

Lefton  informed  the  exhibitors  in  the 
territory  of  the  drive  through  a personal 
letter  to  each  one,  in  which  he  thanked 
them  for  past  patronage  and  guaranteed 
to  continue  to  merit  their  goodwill  during 
the  new  year. 


Cleveland — Anyone  employed  at  the  lo- 
cal M-G-M  exchange  less  than  ten  years 
is  considered  a newcomer  within  the  or- 
ganization. 

Frank  D.  Drew,  who  last  year  celebrated 
his  tenth  anniversary  as  local  branch  man- 
ager, recently  was  host  at  dinner  to  his 
co-workers  who  have  shared  his  trials  and 
triumphs  for  ten  or  more  years. 

The  service  star  goes  to  Effie  Baxter  who 
for  18  years  has  reported  to  the  inspection 
department.  Miss  Baxter  is  now  head  in- 
spectress. Sara  Shellew,  also  of  the  inspsc- 


lyjAYSVILLE,  Kentucky’s  three  theatres 
are  now  controlled  by  Schine’^s,  Glov- 
ersville,  N.  Y.  Schines  entered  Mays- 
vllle  last  year,  leasing  the  Russel  Theatre 
and  this  week  they  have  taken  over  the 
Washington  and  Hollywood  theatres,  oper- 
ated by  Jack  Frisch  and  his  father-in-law, 
Sam  Kaplan.  Frisch  has  been  appointed 
resident  manager  of  the  three  houses.  Ed 
May,  former  manager  of  the  Russel,  has 
been  promoted  to  manage  the  Manring 
and  Brownie,  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  whose 
bookings  are  now  being  handled  by  Schine. 

Joel  Golden,  former  assistant  booker  for 
Schine’s  out  of  Bellefontaine,  is  now  head 
booker,  succeeding  Ray  Frisz,  resigned  . . . 
I.  Libson  and  Maury  White,  United  thea- 
tres, have  returned  from  a week’s  busi- 
ness trip  to  New  York.  Abe  Libson,  RKO, 
has  recovered  from  his  recent  serious 
operation,  arid  visited  the  office  this  week. 

E.  M.  Booth,  M-G-M’s  business  man- 
ager, is  leaving  for  a three  weeks  vaca- 
tion and  rest  in  Florida  . . . “Pygmalion,” 
premiered  at  Dayton,  January  18,  is  being 
distributed  by  M-G-M.  The  feature  is 
booked  into  the  RKO  Shubert  for  early 
February  showing.  The  house  will  dis- 
continue its  vaudeville  and  film  policy,  for 
straight  feature  films,  in  Febi’uary. 

Harris  Dudelson,  city  salesman  for  Uni- 
ted Artists,  has  been  appointed  local  busi- 
ness manager,  to  succeed  Max  Stahl,  who 
resigned  to  enter  the  exhibition  field. 
Dudelson  entered  the  business  about 
twelve  years  ago  as  a shipper  for  Uni- 
versal, subsequently  going  to  United  Art- 


tion department,  is  a close  runner-up, 
lacking  only  a few  months  of  completing 
her  18th  year  with  the  company. 

Of  the  men,  Charles  C.  Deardourff  holds 
the  endurance  record.  He  has  been  think- 
ing up  exploitation  and  publicity  s';unts 
for  the  mutual  benefit  of  exhibitors  in  this 
territory  and  for  M-G-M  for  the  past  16 
years  without  interruption. 

None  of  the  members  shown  in  the  pho- 
tograph has  served  M-G-M  less  than  ten 
years. 


ists,  where  he  remained  ever  eince,  serv- 
ing as  booker,  office  manager  and  sales- 
man. 

Max  Goldberg  is  reported  opening  a new 
theatre  at  Ervine,  Ky.  Goldberg  also 
operates  a house  at  Butler.  The  Fayette, 
Selina,  O.,  is  being  remodeled  for  opening 
. . . Exhibitors  and  distributors  through- 
out the  territory  express  their  deep  sym- 
pathy to  George  Lynch,  Schine’s,  in  the 
recent  death  of  his  wife. 

Matthew  Boyd,  YMCA,  Widen,  W.  Va., 
was  a visitor  this  week.  John  Thomas, 
Springfield,  also  here  . . . Universal’s 
George  Gomersal  is  traveling  W.  Va.  ter- 
ritory, with  Jerry  Marx,  new  Universal 
salesman  for  that  area. 

Walter  Schmidt  of  Warners,  lost  his 
brother,  Howard,  who  died  at  his  home, 
January  7.  at  Harrison,  N.  Y.  Schmidt 
left  via  plane  to  attend  the  services.  . . . 
R.  Smeltzer,  Warner  district  manager,  here 
this  week  . . . The  Sear’s  Drive  is  under- 
way, and  Lenore  Schmidt  has  issued  a call 
for  additional  playdates.  The  drive  runs 
to  April  15. 

Gordoii  Krieger,  son  of  Paul  Krieger, 
Uyiiversal,  is  confined  to  the  Good  Samar- 
itan hospital  suffering  from  a severe  at- 
tack of  acute  rheumatism  . . .Milton  Yeo- 
man, Universal  auditor,  is  here. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Jacques,  wife  of  RKO’s 
Stanley  Jacques,  is  remaining  on  the  coast 
for  another  month.  Their  sons  are  at- 
tending the  University  of  So.  Calif. 
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fJARLAN  STARR  was  caught  by  Police 
Commissioner  Heinrich  Pickert  with  his 
hand  in  Mac  Krim’s  money  packet  the 
other  night.  A few  minutes  later  he  was 
caught  garroting  Frank  Wetsman.  All  in 
fun  . . . Floyd  Chrysler  of  M-G-M  is  talk- 
ing of  plans  for  a South  American  cruise 
. . . John  E.  Flynn,  M-G-M  divisional  man- 
ager, says  he  envies  Bill  Carlson,  “a  show- 
man who  is  neither  a distributor  nor  an 
exhibitor.” 

Charles  Perry,  new  Variety  Chief  Bar- 
ker, promised  the  boys  a prodding — not  a 
plodding — administration.  That  woke  some 
of  them  up  ..  . Mac  Krim,  ivho  recently 
moved  into  a new  house  on  South  LaSalle 
Gardens,  claims  it’s  like  living  in  the 
country  and  reports  his  pet  bear  hiber- 
nating  . . . Art  Robinsoji,  premium  spe- 
cialist, is  a firm  believer  in  iced  coffee, 
taking  his  with  the  unusual  salt  and  pep- 
per . . . Armand  Denis,  producer  of  “Dark 
Rapture,’’  was  a visitor. 

Harold  Sandelman  is  on  his  way  to 
Florida.  This  M-G-M  specialist  claims  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  non-existent 
“accretion  of  wealth”  which  his  wife  is 
asking  him  about.  M-G-M  Frank  J.  Dow- 
ney leaves  for  the  same  place  soon. 

Mel  Levinson,  former  GB  branch  man- 
ager in  Indianapolis , was  here  visiting 
Nate  Haase,  Metro  Premium  manager. 
Levinson  goes  to  Los  Angeles  to  take  over 
the  office  there  for  Metro. 

Art  Robinson  and  Ralph  Ruben  believe 
in  patronizing  home  industries,  when  it 
comes  to  checkrooms  . . . Jack  Saxe,  treas- 
urer of  Variety  Club  and  Monogram  Pic- 
tures, sets  an  example  for  prompt  payment 
by  being  the  first  man  to  buy  his  own 
ticket. 

L.  C.  Hughes -Hallet,  British  consul,  won 
the  interest  of  everybody  at  Variety  the 
other  night  with  his  Britannic  speech  . . . 
Father  John  Markey  was  another  speaker 
on  boys’  work  whose  enthusiasm  proved 
contagious. 

Cem  Merritt,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Windsor,  Ont.,  says  he’s  just  a 
spectator  when  he  crosses  the  border  to 
visit  Detroit  showfolk. 

Art  Robinson  of  Price  Premium  Co.  ex- 
amined himself  in  the  mirror  the  other 
day,  and  voted  himself  the  ideal  barker. 
Reason:  Compare  his  mustache  with  its 
double  on  the  w.  k.  picture  of  the  barker 
. . . George  W . Trendle,  president  of  Uni- 
ted Detroit  Theatres,  was  confined  this 
week  with  a bad  cold. 

Ray  Moon  has  dissolved  his  Consolidated 
Theatre  Service  Co.  The  organization  is 
succeeded  by  Mutual  Theatres. 

Ben  J.  Cohn  has  secured  a permit  for  a 
marquee  and  projecting  sign  for  his  re- 
modeled Kramer  Theatre. 

R.  J.  Hullinger,  of  the  retail  training 
department  of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Serv- 
ice, has  been  promoted  to  assistant  depart- 
ment manager. 

Jack  Stewart  was  guest  of  honor  Mon- 
day at  the  Variety  luncheon.  This  Stewart 


is  a hockey  player  on  the  famed  Red 
Wings. 

Ann  O’Donnell,  the  only  woman  branch 
manager  in  the  industry — at  Monarch  Pic- 
tures— will  be  guest  of  honor  at  Variety’s 
Saturday  (tonight)  Frolic. 

Harold  C.  Robinson,  manager  of  Film 
Truck  Service,  and  Sgt.  Charles  W.  Sny- 
der, film  censor,  were  to  leave  Saturday 
for  Florida  for  six  weeks.  Serg.  Joseph 
Kollar,  general  censor  of  amusements,  will 
fill  in  during  Snyder’s  absence,  while  De- 
tective Ed  Hicks  will  handle  general  the- 
atrical ivork  with  Kollar  busy  looking  at 
pictures. 

Max  Short,  formerly  bartender  for 
Variety  Club,  went  to  Hart  and  Pent- 
water,  Mich.,  this  week  to  check  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You”  for  Columbia. 

Clarence  Williamson,  salesman  for  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply,  wore  out  his  Chev- 
rolet in  the  record  time  0/  11  months.  He 
now  has  a new  Pontiac. 

Hollis  Drew  of  the  Temple,  East  Jordan, 
Mich.,  was  in  town  on  one  of  his  very 
rare  visits,  buying  equipment  at  NSS. 

Bob  DeChane,  formerly  a showman  and 
now  Detroit’s  chief  of  detectives,  left  this 
iveek  on  a two-month  vacation. 

George  Olson,  of  Grayling,  is  in  the 
Mercy  Hospital  there,  suffering  from  com- 
pound fracture  of  the  leg  and  other  in- 
juries following  an  auto  accident. 

Merrill  F.  Hanna,  manager  of  the  Cohen 
Brothers’  Hollywood  Theatre,  and  Clar- 
ence Apgar  have  formed  a firm  called 
Hollywood  Theatrical  Enterprises. 

Bill  Carlson  will  chairman  three  com- 
mittees for  the  Variety  convention,  enter- 
tainment, speakers,  and  program. 

Charles  A.  Garner,  roadshow  distribu- 
tor, has  booked  “Moonlight  Sonata’’  for 
the  Oriole,  Eastoivn,  and  Punch  and  Judy 
theatres. 

Muriel  and  Dave  Kaplan,  the  latter  of 
Theatrical  Advertising,  are  busy  express- 
ing appreciation  of  the  flowers  sent  by 
Variety  and  other  friends  on  the  occasion 
of  their  first  son. 

Charles  Komer  is  in  Florida.  Adolph 
and  Irving  Goldberg  are  slated  to  leave 
next  month,  when  he  returns.  The  Gold- 
berg Twins  will  spend  tivo  weeks  at  Lake- 
land with  the  Detroit  Tigers. 

Cosette  Merrill,  who  has  long  announced 
the  Variety  luncheons  over  W8XWJ,  is 
leaving  for  Buffalo  . . . Mayor  Reading 
and  his  department  heads  met  Wednesday 
in  Variety  clubrooms  on  city  business. 

Bill  Carter,  Croswell  exhibitor,  has  re- 
turned from  a motor  trip  with  his  family 
through  several  western  states. 

Richard  Ingram  of  Flint,  is  on  crutches, 
following  several  weeks  in  bed  with  a foot 
infection. 

Lester  E.  Matt,  Flint  exhibitor,  has  re- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


RKO  in  Detroit 
Is  Celebrating 

Detroit — Detroit’s  RKO-Radio  Picture 
exchange  staff  is  celebrating  the  an- 
nouncement of  its  standing  among  the 
winners  of  the  new  season  bonus  plan. 
The  contest  ran  from  September  3 to  De- 
cember 16,  and  winners  were  just  revealed. 

The  contest  was  based  on  billings  turned 
in  during  the  period.  The  prize,  well  dis- 
tributed for  everyone,  was  an  extra  week’s 
salary  for  each  member. 


Trio  Opens  New  Theatre 
In  Alliance  Ian,  21 

Alliance,  O. — The  Mount  Union,  new 
1,000-seat  theatre  built  by  P.  E.  Essick, 
C.  G.  Deckman  and  Myer  Fine  of  Cleve- 
land, which  opened  January  21,  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  smartest  of  the  new  theatres 
built  in  recent  years. 

The  auditorium  walls  are  covered  with 
velour.  One  of  the  features  of  the  audi- 
torium decorations  is  the  panel  treatment 
on  either  side  of  the  stage.  These  two 
areas  have  modernistic  paintings  applied 
on  velour.  Special  trough  lighting  adds 
to  the  effect.  The  lobby  walls  are  done 
in  leather. 

Novelty  Scenic  Studios  designed  and  in- 
staled  the  decorations,  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  Lou  Opper,  sales  manager 
of  the  Cleveland  office. 


lim  Bennett  May  Run  on 
Detroit  Mayor  Ticket 

Detroit — Jim  Bennett,  producer  of  the 
line  at  Ray  Schreiber's  Colonial  Theatre, 
one  of  Detroit’s  two  vaudeville  houses, 
may  be  a candidate  for  mayor  of  Detroit 
this  fall. 

Two  and  four  years  ago,  petitions  were 
circulated  bearing  Bennett’s  name,  but  he 
put  a stop  to  the  idea  at  the  time.  Pe- 
tions  now  are  going  around  again,  and  are 
being  so  actively  promoted  by  his  friends 
that  Bennett  may  be  unable  to  stop  them 
from  entering  his  name  in  the  contest.  It 
is  understood  he  would  run  on  a reform 
platform  if  he  consents. 


Republic's  Cleveland 
Stall  Forms  Club 

Cleveland — The  newest  social  organiza- 
tion in  town  is  the  Republic  Pictures  Club. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  to  elect  the 
following  officers:  Leonard  Mishkin,  pres- 
ident; Rudy  Norton,  vice-president;  Ger- 
trude Druckenbrod,  secretary,  Sally  Couz- 
zens,  treasurer. 

No  regular  meeting  days  have  been  spe- 
cified, but  will  be  called  at  the  discretion 
of  the  president.  Object  of  the  club  is  to 
provide  fun  for  the  members  of  the  organi- 
zation and.  upon  occasion  to  hold  “pep” 
gatherings. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
covered  from  a had  cold  . . . Fred  Witters 
of  the  Court  and  Jane  at  Saginaw,  has  a 
severe  cold. 

Col.  George  McCoy,  Columbia  salesman, 
really  covers  his  territory  with  the  pro- 
verbial fine-tooth  comb.  He  is  rushing 
around  now  in  a new  Chrysler  Imperial. 

Plenty  of  Michigan  film  salesmen  got 
caught  in  the  storm  on  Friday  . . . William, 
A.  Cassidy,  upstate  eircuiteer,  is  in  Flor- 
ida. 

Fred  Nugent,  Monarch  sales  manager, 
was  on  one  of  his  rare  upstate  trips  last 
week.  He  closed  several  deals  for  new 
product  in  Grand  Rapids. 

George  W.  Carr,  representative  of  In- 
ternational Seating  Corp.,  is  spending  a 
few  days  at  the  plant  in  Union  City,  Ind. 

Harry  Gosline,  Port  Huron  exhibitor, 
was  in  the  hospital  at  Ann  Arbor  for  a 
general  checkup  . . . W.  E.  Lyon’s  new 
Burton  Theatre,  near  Flint,  is  to  re-open 
March  15. 

Hal  Burris,  representative  of  Coulter 
Premiums,  has  gone  to  Florida  . . . Eddie 
Heiber,  Universal  manager,  is  bubbling 
over  the  big  Chicago  opening  of  “Son  of 
Frankenstein.” 

Ralph  Ruben  of  Amusement  Supply  Co. 
will  be  guest  of  honor  on  Monday  at  the 
Variety  luncheon. 

VC  on  car  licenses  this  year  is  going 
to  mean  Variety  Club — and  it  looks  like 
lots  of  the  barkers  are  going  to  get  them. 

Lloyd  Hammond,  independent  producer, 
is  offering  a reward  for  the  return  of  his 
studio  cat.  It  either  strayed  away  or  was 
stolen. 

Dave  King  has  put  stock  into  the  Na- 
tional Theatre,  following  withdrawal  of 
his  house  from  the  Hirst  circuit. 

Claude  A.  Dock,  manager  of  the  Dox, 
finds  his  telephone  doing  a lively  St.  Vitus 
dance  on  Dish  Nights. 

R.  L.  Birchfield,  operating  the  Palace 
Theatre  No.  2,  is  winding  up  a giveaway 
series  with  sets  of  fillet  lace  for  the  ladies. 

Jack  Broder  this  week  got  a building 
permit  for  a contemplated  theatre  on 
Grand  River  Ave. 


Gross  Adds  Third  House 
With  Buy  From  Pintner 

Cleveland — Frank  Gross,  who  has  been 
serving  motion  picture  entertainment  in 
Cleveland  ever  since  the  advent  of  pic- 
tures, has  purchased  the  Quincy  Theatre, 
an  independent  subsequent  run  house  from 
Charles  Pintner. 

This  gives  Gross  three  local  houses.  The 
others  are  the  Grand  and  Cedar. 


William  Thick  Will  Open 
Second  Marshall  House 

Marshall,  Mich. — William  Thick,  for- 
mer mayor,  is  opening  his  new  theatre 
here  sometime  in  February.  The  Garden, 
at  present  Marshall’s  only  theatre,  is  also 
owned  by  Thick.  The  new  house  will  be 
called  the  Bogar. 

Installation  of  the  marquee  and  a ver- 
tical sign  will  be  made  by  the  Long  Sign 
Co.  of  Detroit. 


Pitt  Stanley  Anniversary 
Observance  With  Bands 

Pittsburgh — ^Warner  Bros,  will  celebrate 
the  11th  anniversary  of  the  Stanley  Thea- 
tre during  the  month  of  February,  offering 
popular  name  bands.  The  lineup  includes: 
Russ  Morgan,  January  27;  Ted  Weems, 
February  3;  Eddie  Duchin,  February  10; 
Tommy  Dorsey,  February  17;  Vincent 
Lopez,  with  Patricia  Ellis,  February  24. 


A Mid-February  Opening 
For  Detroit  Suburban 

Detroit^ — The  rapid  progress  being  made 
on  the  construction  of  Stanley  Oleszko- 
wicz’s  new  Atlas  Theatre  on  Plymouth 
Road  here  has  made  a middle  of  Febru- 
ary opening  very  likely. 

Contracts  for  lighting  fixtures,  sound 
and  projection  equipment,  air  conditioning 
and  950  seats  have  been  awarded. 


Dalton  Acquires  Merrill 
House  From  Barkowski 

Detroit — Edwin  Dalton,  owner  of  the 
Dawn  Theatre  at  Flushing  and  the  Roxy 
at  St.  Charles,  has  added  a third  house 
to  his  string — the  Merrill  at  Merrill,  Mich. 
His  latest  acquisition  was  formerly  oper- 
ated by  Vincent  Barkowski  of  Saginaw, 
and  lately  managed  by  S.  E.  Sriers. 


Yesterday 

In  Pittsburgh 

10  Years  Ago 

piLMROW  was  gradually  moving  from 
Forbes  street  to  the  Blvd  of  the  Allies, 
M-G-M  and  Paramount  buildings  being 
erected  with  two  other  film  buildings  un- 
der construction  and  the  Universal  build- 
ing being  designed  . . . Stanley  Company’s 
Davis  Theatre  prospering  again  with  two- 
a-day  vaudeville  at  $1.50  top,  under  the 
management  of  Charles  E.  Smith  . . . 
Frederick  Hochstetter,  local  inventor,  in- 
troduces a new  idea  in  the  projection  of 
sound  films  . . . Harry  K.  Smythe  cleaning 
up  with  glassware  premiums  . . . Harold 
Dunn,  Warner  branch  manager,  busy  in 
the  territory  and  attending  sales  meetings 
. . . Fox  previews  “In  Old  Arizona,’’  first 
outdoor  talking  picture,  at  the  Aldine  . . . 
Moe  Glanz  and  Steve  Forrest  booking 
vaudeville  at  many  local  theatres  . . . Pete 
DeFazio  named  as  manager  of  the  new 
Roxian,  McKees  Rocks;  H.  Shulgold  is 
publicity  director  . . . Influenza  epidemic 
passes  its  peak  and  is  receding  . . . Star, 
Nanty  Glo,  Pa.,  destroyed  by  fire. 


BILL  REISER,  manager  for  the  Sam 

Gould  theatres  on  the  north  side,  is  in 
complete  charge  since  the  boss  traveled 
south  to  recuperate  from  a long  illness  . . . 
Variety  Club  datebook  finds  Joe  (TGG) 
Gins  scheduled  for  Sunday,  January  22, 
chairman  of  the  day;  Art  Morrone  is  in 
charge  of  the  Monday  (23)  dinner. 

Hal  Kemp,  appearing  with  his  orchestra 
at  the  Stanley  Theatre,  took  time  off  last 
Friday  (the  13th)  and  married  Martha 
Stephenson,  New  York  model  popular  in 
“cafe  society.”  Judge  Thomas  P.  Trimble 
waived  the  2-day  marriage  license  law 
and  the  rites  were  performed  the  same 
day  the  license  was  applied  for. 

Lou  Porter,  distributor  of  Kohler  Emer- 
gency Gas  Engines  and  Willard  Battery 
Systems,  is  Filmrow’s  busiest  individual. 
His  National  Emergency  Light  Company, 
located  at  415  Van  Braam  street,  is  doing 
a record  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Fairgraves  of  the 
Regent  Theatre,  Erie,  Pa.,  are  vacation- 
ing in  Florida  . . . Variety  Club  sound 
truck  has  been  busy  the  past  few  weeks 
and  has  made  the  following  showings: 
Toiler  Institute,  Felician  Sisters  Convent, 
Brashear  Settlement,  Home  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  Roselia  Home  . . . Mrs.  George 
Collins  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Morrone  will  reign 
supreme  at  the  January  2^th  meeting  of 
the  Theatrical  Women’s  Club. 

Booklets  on  the  Life  of  Valentino  were 
given  to  early  evening  patrons  of  the  Ful- 
ton Theatre  last  week  where  the  revival 
of  “The  Eagle”  was  featured  for  three 
days  . . . Best  show  we’ve  seen  in  many  a 
day  is  “Jesse  James.”  Give  it  all  you’ve 
got,  boys,  and  prepare  special  Saturday 
a.  m.  shows  . . . Sam  DeFazio,  manager 
of  the  Harris-Denis,  Mt.  Lebanon,  and 
Charles  Eagle,  Stanley  manager,  have 
been  on  the  sick  list  . . . Sun-Telegraph 
gave  a full  page  photo  reproduction  of 
Mickey  Rooney  in  last  week’s  picture  sup- 
plement. 

“Doc”  Irving  of  the  well  known  mind- 
reading act  “Princess  Yvonne,”  said  hello 
to  many  of  his  exhibitor  friends  here  the 
other  day  . . . Bill  Finkel,  south  side  ex- 
hibitor, had  Carnegie  Tech  Grid  Coach 
Bill  Kern  at  the  local  20th-Fox  screening 
room  to  view  about  25  minutes  of  camera 
high-lights  of  Kern’s  season  . . . Fred  Solo- 
mon’s cat  is  getting  a bad  name  in  the 
neighborhood! 

Someone  who  doesn’t  like  Abie  Beter 
or  who  doesn’t  want  Sunday  pictures  at 
Slickville,  Pa.,  broke  into  the  Slickville 
theatre  early  Sunday  a week  ago  and  stole 
his  reflectors. 

Hottest  thing  in  show  business  here 
are  “Jitterbug”  contests.  Ask  Mark  Bro- 
war,  Archie  Fineman,  Bill  Davis,  etc.  You 
need  a stage  and  a couple  of  loud  horn 
blowers,  but  loud  . . . Palace  Theatre, 
Erie,  Pa.,  is  scheduled  to  go  dark  on  March 
1,  according  to  Filmrow  report. 


Butler  Directs  Crosby 

Hollywood  — Charles  R.  Rogers  has 
signed  David  Butler  to  direct  ‘"The  Star 
Maker,”  Bing  Crosby  feature,  which  Rog- 
ers will  make  for  Paramount. 
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■^ILLIAM  N.  SKIRBALL,  who  went  to 
London,  England,  in  December,  in  the 
combined  interests  of  a vacation  and  “The 
Birth  of  a Baby,”  landed  back  on  home 
territory  on  January  20,  Frank  Phelps, 
who  used  “appeasement”  methods  with 
the  unions  long  before  Premier  Neville 
Chamberlain  invented  the  word,  paid  the 
local  boys  a visit  last  week, 

Dave  Halper,  in  charge  of  the  Warner 
maintenance  department,  was  busy  last 
loeek  moving  into  his  new  Shaker  Heights 
home  . . , Abe  Gerson,  Columbia  sales- 
7nan,  is  receiving  mail  and  visitors  at  Mt. 
Sinai  Hospital  where  he  was  taken  fol- 
lowing an  automobile  accident  early  in 
the  week.  The  crash  occurred  7iear  Kins- 
maii  when,  according  to  Gersoii,  a car 
dashed  out  of  a cross  road  without  the 
formality  of  stopping.  The  result  is  a 
broke?i  knee  cap  for  Gerson,  which  means 
that  he’ll  be  out  of  commission  for  some 
time. 

Bill  Marsh,  M-G-M  auditor,  is  spending 
a couple  of  weeks  in  the  local  exchange 
, , , Eddie  Miller,  manager  of  Warners’ 
Hippodrome;  Lou  Milder,  manager  of 
Warner’s  Variety  and  Charlie  Albert  of 
the  Warner  Theatre  booking  department 
are  in  the  midst  of  a 14-day  cruise  to  the 
West  Indies  , , . Sylvia  Amster,  secretary 
to  RKO  Branch  Manager  Herbert  Green - 
blatt,  left  Saturday  on  a cruise  of  ports 
in  Central  America,  planning  to  be  away 
about  three  weeks, 

Florida  Bound — The  ivanderlust  germ  is 
doing  its  deadly  work  in  this  territory. 
Ajnong  those  who  recently  have  succumbed 
to  the  lure  of  temperate  zones  are  Clark 
Young  of  the  Cla-Zel  and  Lyric  theatres, 
Bowling  Green;  W . J . Powell  of  the  LoNet, 
Wellmgton;  Walter  Steuve  of  the  Lyceum 
and  Royal  Theatres.  Findley  . . . Harry 
Reinhart,  Canton  exhibitor,  scheduled  to 
be  off  for  California  right  after  the  first 
of  the  year,  has  postponed  his  departure 
to  some  time  in  February  on  account  of 
busmess. 

Joe  Trunk  of  Youngstown  and  Jerry 
Steel  of  Oberlin  are  taking  their  wives 
along  to  Washington  where  they  will  check 
in  at  the  National  Allied  directors’  meet- 
ing . . , Ray  Frisz  and  Harry  Thompson, 
Scbine  bookers,  have  succeeded  each  other 
in  the  territory.  Frisz  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Cincinnati  and  Thompson  is  now 
booking  for  the  northern  Ohio  area. 

Jack  Shea  of  the  circuit  bearing  his 
name  was  a visitor  around  the  exchange 
district  the  other  day,  leaving  that  same 
day  for  Cmcinnati.  Pittsburgh,  Boston  and 
New  York — in  that  order  . . . Dave  Chat- 
kin’s  Palace  Theatre,  Akron,  has  booked 
Republic’s  “Federal  Man  Hunt”  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  “Fighting  Thoroughbreds,”  also 
from  R,epublic. 

D.  B.  Follette  of  the  Del-Lu  Theatre, 
Gibsonburg,  made  an  “in  person”  appear- 
ance at  local  exchanges  during  the  week 
. . . as  also  did  the  J.  A.  Beidlers,  senior 
and  junior  of  the  Toledo  circuit  . . . Paul 
Ponyius  of  the  Sylvan  Theatre,  Sylvania, 
took  advantage  of  the  good  weather  to 
drive  up  to  Cleveland  for  a brief  visit  with 


film  folks  . . . Others  who  responded  to 
the  same  urge  included  Edward  Modi  of 
Barnesville,  Pete  Wellman  of  Girard,  Paul 
Ellis  and  the  usual  Akron  contingent. 

Harold  Brainard,  who  double  features 
as  a student  and  as  an  usher  at  Loew’s 
State  Theatre  has  reeived  an  appomtment 
through  Congressman  Flegler  of  Cleveland 
. . . “Blondie,”  Columbia’s  cartoon  strip 
comedy  feature,  which  proved  such  a hit 
last  week  at  the  RKO  Palace,  was  moved 
over  to  the  Allen  for  a second  week  down- 
town. This  is  the  first  time  any  Palace 
picture  has  played  a move-over  engage- 
ment in  Clevelaiid. 

I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, had  a capacity  crowd  in  his  screen 
room  to  see  a preview  of  “Jesse  James.” 
Even  the  hardboiled  exhibitors  present 
did  not  have  any  criticism  to  offer. 


Nine  on  President's  Ball 
Entertainment  Squad 

Pittsburgh — Mayor  Cornelius  D.  Scully 
has  named  the  entertainment  committee 
for  the  President’s  Ball  as  follows:  John 
H.  Harris,  George  D.  Tyson,  Albert  K. 
(Rosey)  Roswell,  Harry  M.  Kalmine, 
Brian  McDonald,  Clair  B.  Meeder,  Gene 
Locklin,  Harry  T.  Aufderheide  and  Cliff 
J.  Ryan. 


Branch  Attends  Allied 
Meet  in  Washington 

Detroit — Ray  Branch,  president  of 
Allied  Theatres  of  Michigan,  left  for 
Washington.  Monday,  to  attend  the  board 
meeting  of  national  Allied. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  state  board 
was  held  this  week  as  usual.  Only  routine 
affairs  came  up  for  discussion  as  far  as 
has  been  disclosed. 


Charles  Powell  Covering 
Detroit  for  Tunes 

Detroit — Charles  Powell,  well-known 
salesman  here,  has  been  named  Detroit 
agent  for  Tunes,  Inc.,  and  his  first  group 
of  houses  are  expected  to  get  underway 
shortly.  The  games  definitely  have  been 
approved  as  not  a lottery  and  within  all 
legal  limits,  Powell  claims. 


Films  "Goat"  Again 


Pittsburgh — Attacking  motion  pictures 
as  the  “greatest  cause  of  social  discontent 
in  this  country,”  Dr.  Ruth  Alexander, 
Chicago  lecturer,  addressing  the  Allegheny 
County  League  of  Women  Voters  at  Car- 
negie Music  Hall,  stated  that  the  United 
States  is  standing  at  a crossroad  compar- 
able to  that  of  the  Roman  Empire  before 
its  end. 

“The  films  advertise  an  extravagance 
of  the  rich  that  does  not  exist  outside  of 
Hollywood,”  the  speaker  said  in  assailing 
them. 

Dr.  Alexander’s  lectures  are  described 
as  “militant  attacks  on  influences  under- 
mining democracy.” 


BOWLING 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Film  Bowling 
League,  after  a let-down  during  the  holi- 
day season,  has  resumed  its  battle  for  first 
honors  and  prizes.  The  results  of  the  last 
bowling  battle  are; 


Columbia  

AVon  Lost 

Pet. 

Average 

37  17 

685 

780 

Messengers  

33  21 

611 

766 

Central  Shippers  . . 

... .26  23 

.542 

744 

National  Supply 

....26  28 

481 

734 

Metro  

22  32 

225 

718 

Team 

High  Single 

Messengers  

. . . 893 

C'olumbia  

National  Supply  . . . 

. . .867 

Indiyidual  High  Single 

K<»teles  

Krnpka  

Sharp  

Team 

High  Three 

('otum)ua  

Messengers  

National  Supply  . . . 

Individual  High  Three 

Kiee  

John  White  

Ja.^  White  

Pittsburgh — A three-game  lead  is  main- 
tained by  New  Universal  over  Superior  as 
the  Filmrow  Bowling  League  swings  into 
the  second  half  of  the  season.  Republic 
has  advanced  to  third  place. 

At  last  Friday’s  contests  the  league  lead- 
ers dropped  one  game  to  Monarch  and 
Superior  lost  one  round  to  Paramount. 
Republic  took  three  games  from  Columbia, 
and  20th-Fox  dropped  three  to  Loew’s. 
Vince  Josack,  rolling  a 177  game,  was 
awarded  the  weekly  $1  for  high  individual 
score. 

Standing  of  the  teams  to  January  20: 

Won  Lost 


New  I niversal  31  14 

Superior  28  17 

Kepuldic  26  19 

Parainount  24  21 

Monarch  21  24 

Columbia  20  25 

20tIi-Fox  17  28 

Loew’s  13  32 


Detroit — A record  for  close  scores  in 
bowling  was  hung  up  Friday  night  in  the 
Film  Bowling  league.  Film  Drug  team, 
captained  by  Milton  Cohen,  spotted 
Amusement  Supply  one  pin  under  the 
handicap  rules  . . . and  then  proceeded  to 
lose  the  first  game  by  three  pins,  and  the 
second  and  third  by  only  two  each — a 
close  contest  almost  unheard  of  in  annals 
of  the  sport.  Now  they  are  wondering 
about  spotting  that  one  pin! 


Wycal  Opening 

Wycal,  W.  Va. — Closed  since  the  “silent” 
days,  the  theatre  here  is  being  prepared 
for  opening  by  W.  Hartley.  He  states  that 
the  lights  will  be  turned  on  sometime 
during  February. 

Hartley,  who  operates  theatres  at  Hot 
Coal  and  Raleigh,  is  closing  the  former 
house. 


Change  at  Holsopple 

Pittsburgh  — Roxy  Tlieatre,  Holsopple, 
Pa.,  has  been  acquired  by  the  V.  F.  Scott 
Ideal  Amusement  Co.,  which  headquarters 
at  Johnstown,  film  bookers  report.  The 
Holsopple  theatre  was  formerly  operated 
by  Orlo  Heckler. 
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Preview  of  "Pygmalion" 
Held  in  Dayton,  Ohio 

Dayton,  Ohio — M-G-M  held  a special 
preview  at  Loew’s  Theatre  of  “Pygmalion” 
to  which  the  motion  picture  editors  of  the 
Cleveland,  Columbus,  Indianapolis,  Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville  and  Dayton  newspapers 
were  guests  of  honor.  The  public  was  also 
invited  to  attend  the  preview  which  was 
premiered  with  a special  reserved  seat 
policy. 

The  newspapermen  were  entertained 
with  a cocktail  party  and  dinner  at  the 
Biltmore  Hotel. 

J.  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district  manager, 
and  Martin  Burnett,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Dayton  Theatre,  shared  honors  as  hosts. 
Attending  the  preview  from  Cleveland 
were  W.  Ward  Marsh,  Plain  Dealer;  Win- 
sor  French,  The  Press;  Arthur  Spaeth,  The 
News,  and  Charles  C.  Deardourff,  in  charge 
of  M-G-M  publicity  and  exploitation. 

“Pygmalion”  has  been  shown  only  on 
the  two  coasts.  It  is  in  its  sixth  week  at 
the  Astor  Theatre,  New  York,  and  in  its 
third  week  at  the  Four  Star  Theatre,  Los 
Angeles. 


Two  Cleveland  Showmen 
Are  on  the  Sick  List 

Cleveland — On  the  sick  list  this  week 
are  two  well-known  motion  picture  opera- 
tors. Victor  Johnson,  operator  at  the 
University  Theatre,  is  at  St.  Luke’s  Hos- 
pital suffering  with  a gall  ailment.  Paul 
Collins,  operator  at  the  Circle  Theatre,  is 
also  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  with  pneumonia. 


Go  for  "Horror" 

Cleveland — It’s  the  women  who  are  the 
most  enthusiastic  boosters  of  “The  Son  of 
Frankenstein,”  currently  playing  at  War- 
ner’s Hippodrome,  according  to  Cary 
Reeves,  acting  manager  of  the  house.  This 
is  rather  a surprise,  and  was  evidenced  by 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  women  patrons  and 
also  by  the  predominance  of  women  in  the 
audience. 


Seats  for  Duncan 

Cleveland — Frank  Boyd,  sales  repre- 
sentative for  American  Seating  Co.,  re- 
ports that  Carl  Duncan  has  purchased 
American  seats  for  his  new  600-seat 
house,  now  under  construction  in  Killbuck, 
Ohio.  Larry  Kunz  closed  the  deal  for 
American  Seating  Co. 


Buy  Interest  in  Two 

Cincinnati  — The  Elliott-Ward  Enter- 
prises, Lexington,  Ky.,  have  acquired  an 
interest  in  the  Strand  at  Irvine  and  the 
Trail  at  Morehead.  W.  R.  Shafer  will  con- 
tinue to  manage  both  houses. 


Plan  in  Garden  City 

Wayne,  Mich. — The  S&S  Realty  Co., 
headed  by  Walter  D.  Shafer,  will  build  a 
new  700-seat  theatre  at  Garden  City, 
Mich.,  in  the  spring.  Cost  is  estimated  at 
$53,000.  Bennett  and  Straight  are  archi- 
tects. 


Too  Much  Quiz 
For  Him 

Detroit — A woman's  curiosity  foiled  a 
bandit  and  saved  the  receipts  of  the 
Greenwood  Theatre  here.  When  a 
youth  aimed  a revolver  at  18-year-old 
Mary  Gaw,  cashier,  and  demanded  the 
money,  she  said,  "I  will  not.  What  are 
you  going  to  do  with  the  money,  any- 
way?” The  bandit  blinked,  and  fled. 


QOV.  A.  B.  “HAPPY”  CHANDLER  of 
Kentucky,  who  traveled  to  Hollywood 
by  special  train  for  the  premiere  of  “Ken- 
tucky,” made  a special  trip  to  Louisville 
last  week  to  see  the  film  a second  time,  at 
the  Strand.  The  house  was  so  crowded 
the  governor  and  a friend  had  to  take  a 
back-row  seat,  and  behind  a post  at  that. 
The  film  closed  its  fourth  week  in  Louis- 
ville at  the  Strand,  and  packed  them  in 
at  every  showing. 

A seasonal  slump  at  the  boxoffice 
caused  the  closing  of  the  Marbu  Theatre 
at  Dixon,  temporarily . The  house  is  own- 
ed and  managed  by  Harry  Burgess  and 
Richard  Martin  . . . Mabel  Blankenship, 
cashier  at  Loew’s,  has  recovered  from  an 
illness  that  kept  her  at  home  for  a time. 

The  Kentucky  Theatre  at  Eddyville  re- 
opened in  December  after  a year’s  shut- 
down. Tlie  new  manager  is  L.  B.  Funga, 
connected  with  Photoplay  Theatres,  Inc., 
a concern  operating  a chain  of  small 
houses  in  the  state. 

A.  A.  Daugherty,  film  critic  for  the 
Louisville  Times,  who  between  columns  is 
toiling  blithely  with  a little  country  place 
just  outside  Louisville,  was  a guest  of 
M-G-M  at  a showing  of  “Pygmalion”  at 
Dayton,  Ohio.  M-G-M  paid  for  his  gaso- 
line. 

Col.  C.  B.  Blake,  owner  of  the  Savoy, 
left  for  Oklahoma  City  where  he  owns 
theatre  and  other  properties.  William  R. 
Williams  took  over  official  duties  at  the 
Savoy. 

If  his  plans  work  out,  E.  E.  Maggard, 
who  built  the  Trail  Theatre  at  Morehead, 
and  then  leased  it,  will  build  a small  resi- 
dential community  around  a small  the- 
atre, as  a real  estate  development,  on  land 
he  owns  in  Oklahoma.  He  left  recently 
to  give  the  matter  first-hand  study. 

Both  newspaper  and  radio  were  em- 
ployed here  in  promoting  “Son  of  Fran- 
kenstein,” which  opened  Friday  at  the 
Rialto  for  a week’s  run.  Through  the 
Louisville  Times,  and  over  a “Man  on  the 
Street”  program  over  Station  WAVE,  cash 
prizes  were  offered  for  the  best  letters  on 
“My  Most  Frightening  Experience.”  It 
went  over  big. 

Oscar  Hopper  recently  assumed  duties 
as  manager  of  the  Allen  Theatre  at  Lib- 
erty, Ky.  Former  owner  and  manager, 
E.  R.  Booze  found  it  difficult  to  com- 
mute between  Liberty  and  his  home  at 
Jellico,  Tenn.,  so  he  opetied  a new  house 
close  to  home,  the  Eagen  at  Eagen,  Tenn. 


UA  Winding  Up  Sales  to 
Cleveland's  Circuits 

Cleveland  — A.  M.  Goodman,  United 
Artist  branch  manager,  announces  that 
with  the  closing  this  week  of  an  all-prod- 
uct contract  with  the  Associated  Theatres 
circuit,  his  office  has  closed  with  every 
Cleveland  theatre  circuit  for  the  1938-39 
season. 

Jim  Hendel,  United  Artist  salesman  in 
the  Toledo  territory,  having  sold  every 
one  of  his  possibilities,  has  been  temporar- 
ily loaned  to  the  Indianapolis  office.  Hen- 
del  will  be  away  about  four  weeks. 


"Duke"  Clark  Slips  and 
Sufiers  Broken  Arm 

Cleveland  — “Duke”  Clark,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  slipped  on  a highly 
polished  floor  in  his  home  and  suffered  a 
broken  arm.  Notwithstanding,  he  at- 
tended a district  sales  meeting  held  here 
on  Monday  at  the  Cleveland  Hotel. 

Harry  H.  Goldstein,  district  manager, 
presided  at  the  meeting  attended  by  the 
branch  managers,  bookers  and  salesmen 
from  the  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland  offices. 


Bissell  Quits  Monogram: 
Schultz  Takes  Reins 

Cleveland — Holbrook  C.  Bissell  has  re- 
signed as  sales  manager  for  Monogram 
in  northern  Ohio.  Nate  Schultz,  fran- 
chise owner,  has  again  taken  over  the  sales 
supervision  which  he  relinquished  with 
the  appointment  of  Bissell.  Bissell  has 
plans  which  he  will  announce  shortly. 


Playwright  Dies 

Cleveland  — Robert  McLaughlan,  61, 
noted  playwright  and  theatre  manager,  died 
at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  where  he  has  been 
mider  treatment  for  uremia  since  the 
middle  of  November.  McLaughlan,  one- 
time manager  of  the  Opera  House  and 
Colonial  theatres  of  this  city,  returned  to 
Cleveland  in  the  fall  from  Hollywood 
where,  for  the  past  two  years,  he  has  been 
writing  scenarios.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife. 


Two  New  Patterns 

Cleveland — Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.  has 
taken  over  the  sale  of  two  patterns  of 
dresserware  for  theatre  premiums.  One 
is  an  elaborate  design  for  those  who  are 
attracted  by  flashy  displays.  The  other 
is  more  conservative  but  equally  as  at- 
tractive. Dresserware  sets  are  becoming 
increasingly  popular  here. 


Buys  Hearing  Aids 

Cleveland  — ^ Frank  Masek  of  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  sold  to  Martin  Printz 
for  his  Alhambra  Theatre,  ten  acousticon 
units  for  hard-of-hearing  patrons.  The 
contract  calls  for  both  bone  and  air  con- 
duction units. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxofflce 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT482  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants  — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

M rsio  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT51G  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MT528  Furniture,  lounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 
MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 
MT531  Brass  railings 
MT532  Rope  railings 
MT533  Metal,  ornamental 
MT534  Mirrors 
MT536  Luminous  colors 
MT536  Ticket  booths 
MT537  Directional  signs 
MT538  Exit  boxes 
MT539  Curtain  controls 
MT540  Curtain  tracks 
MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 
MT542  Fountains,  drinking 
MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 
MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 
MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT552  Lumlline  lamps 

MT553  Caudle  flame  lamps 

MT654  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pol  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT563  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT670  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT08O  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MTB86  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


1IT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT6  43  Plsinfectantp 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT6B0  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  hern 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  1-21-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks: 


Name 

Theatre 

City State 


MT591 
MT592 
MT593 
MTS  9 4 
MT595 
MT596 
MT597 
MT598 
MT599 
MT600 
MT601 
MT602 
MT603 
MT604 
MT605 
MT606 
MT607 
MT608 
MT609 
MT610 
MT611 
MT612 
MT613 
MT614 
MT615 
MT616 
MT617 
MT618 
MT619 
MT620 
MT621 
MT622 
MT623 
MT624 
MT625 
MT626 
MT627 
MT628 
MT629 
MT630 
MT631 
MT632 
MT633 


Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

Projectors,  standard 

Projectors,  semi-portable 

Projector  pedestals 

Projector  parts 

Lamps,  suprex  type 

Lamps,  reflector  arc 

Lamps,  high  Intensity 

Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

Arc  regulators 

Arc  controls 

Control  panels 

Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

Rectifiers,  tube  type 

Bulbs,  rectifier 

Rheostats,  projection 

Motor-generators 

Lenses,  projection 

Lenses,  condenser 

Current  changers 

Mirror  reflectors 

Carbons,  projector 

Carbon  savers 

Reels 

Reel  alarms 
Rewlnders,  automatic 
Change-over  devices 
Slide,  projection 
Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
Take-ups,  film 
Film  safety  controls 
Fire  prevention  devices 
Fire  shutters,  porthole 
Film  scales 
Film  scrapers 
Film  splicers 
Film  cleaners 
Air  gun  (cleaner) 

Tool  kits 
Film  cabinets 
Film  cabinet  stands 
Effect  projectors 
Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxofflce 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  Issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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CONSPIRACY  CHARGING  RANKS  AUGMENTED  RY 
$100,000  POLLARD  SUIT  OF  M&H  AND  MAJORS 

Humford,  Me.,  Exhibitor's  JVIbW'  DopOSitlOIlS 

Revolving  on  "Protection  " 


Boston  — Damages  in  the  amount  of 
$100,000  on  charges  of  monopoly  and  con- 
spiracy in  restraint  of  trade  are  asked  in 
a suit  filed  in  federal  district  court  here 
by  Edmund  G.  Pollard,  operator  of  the 
Opera  House  in  Rumford,  Me.,  against 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres 
Co.  and  eight  major  distributors.  George 
S.  Ryan  is  his  attorney. 

“Prior  to  or  during  the  year  1934,  in 
violation  of  the  anti-trust  laws  of  the 
United  States,”  the  complaint  avers,  “the 
defendants  entered  into  an  unlawful  com- 
bination and  conspiracy  to  restrain  and 
to  monopolize  interstate  trade  and  com- 
merce in  motion  picture  films,  and  par- 
ticularly the  right  to  contract  for  and  to 
exhibit  said  films  in  the  said  City  of 
Rumford.” 

It  is  also  alleged  that  “in  pursuance  of 
said  combination  and  conspiracy,”  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Company 
opened  the  Arcadia  in  Rumford  following 
opening  of  the  Opera  House.  Complaints 
of  “usually  not  less  than  six  months”  pro- 
tection are  made. 

Specific  charges  against  the  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.,  Paramount- 
affiliated  circuit  also  a defendant  in  the 
extant  Morse  and  Rothenberg  action,  are 
that  the  chain  “has  attempted  to  accom- 
plish, and  has  actually  accomplished”  an 
alleged  monopoly  by  the  following  means: 

(a)  By  “contracts  or  franchise  with  the 

defendant  distributors,  many  of 
them  for  the  period  of  ten  years.” 

(b)  By  “requests  in  writing  to  the  de- 

fendant distributors  for  the 
reservation  of  their  product  in 
specified  localities,  which  re- 
quests have  been  invariably  com- 
plied with”  and  by  “master  con- 
tracts” or  “annual  deals”  for  the 
use  of  the  films  reserved. 

(c)  By  “exclusive  licenses  to  exhibit 

said  films  within  the  specified  ter- 
ritory, or  the  license  to  the  ex- 
clusive first-run  of  said  films; 
and  that  the  distributor  should 
give  the  said  defendants’  theatres 
substantially  the  same  average 
protection  from  competition,  in 
time  and  area,  as  that  given  by 
its  own  affiliated  distributor 
(Paramount)  or  by  the  other  de- 
fendant distributors.” 

(d)  By  “compiling,  and  being  granted, 

protection  scales,  both  in  time  and 
territory.” 

(e)  By  allegedly  inducing,  coercing,  or 

persuading  the  major  distributors 
“to  refuse  to  license  the  exhibition 
of  their  films  in  theatres  of  Its 
competitors,  including  the  plain- 


By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — ^Introduction  of  exhibits  and 
depositions  continued  last  week  to  head- 
line the  hearing  of  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg, A&W  Amusement  Company,  $2,- 
100,000  anti-trust  suit  against  the  major 
distributors  and  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  before  Philip  A. 
Hendrick,  Master  appointed  by  the  local 
federal  district  court.  Sessions  continued 
to  be  held  in  the  Federal  Building. 

David  Bernstein,  Loew’s  executive, 
seemed  a bit  hazy  on  the  question  of 
“protection.” 

“Is  there  a practice  in  the  industry 
known  as  ‘protection,’  Mr.  Bernstein?” 
George  S.  Ryan  asked  the  vice-president 
and  treasurer  in  the  course  of  taking  his 
deposition,  testimony  revealed. 

“Do  you  mean  clearance?”  Bernstein 
asked. 

“Let  me  ask  you  another,”  Ryan  re- 
torted. “Have  you  head  the  word  ‘pro- 
tection’ used  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry?” 

“I  have  heard  the  word  used  a number 
of  times,”  Bernstein  said. 

“And  have  you  seen  that  word  in  con- 
tracts?” Ryan  inquired. 

Bernstein  replied  in  the  negative. 

“In  no  contracts,  so  far  as  you  can  re- 
collect, have  you  ever  seen  the  word 
‘protection’?”  Ryan  asked. 

“No.” 

“Do  you  know  what  the  term  protection 
meant?”  Ryan  pressed. 

“I  didn’t  see  it,”  said  Bernstein. 

“Well,  have  you  heard  it?” 

“Protection  of  what?”  Bernstein  wanted 


tiff’s  theatre  in  said  City  of  Rum- 
ford, sometimes  by  threats  of  re- 
fusal to  deal  with  them.” 

(f)  By  so  exercising  “the  right  of  selec- 

tion or  rejection”  that  films  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  did 
not  exhibit  “were  not  made  avail- 
able for  use  by  independent  ex- 
hibitors until  after  the  end  of  the 
playing  season.” 

(g)  By  overbuying. 

(h)  By  negotiating  franchises  and  deals 

in  New  York  City,  “as  an  integral 
part  of  the  agreements  of  the 
powerful  theatre  chain  of  said 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,”  be- 
fore any  negotiations  were  en- 
tered into  with  independent  ex- 
hibitors. 


to  know. 

“Haven’t  you  heard  the  term  protection 
used  in  the  motion  picture  business?” 
queried  Ryan. 

“I  have  used  the  term  a number  of 
times  myself,  in  a number  of  different 
ways,”  Bernstein  said  finally.  “Whether 
it  is  against  losses  of  different  kinds — 
protection  against  losses — in  many  other 
ways — I don’t  know  what  you  mean.” 

“In  connection  with  the  selling  of  films, 
has  there  not  been  a word  commonly  used 
in  the  trade  . . . ‘protection’?”  Ryan 
ejaculated. 

“I  am  not  familiar  with  it,”  the  Loew’s 
executive  stated. 

Indirect  Loew’s  Interest  in  GB 

Bernstein  admitted  in  another  part  of 
the  testimony  that  he  obtained  “some 
information”  as  to  the  physical  set  up  of 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  from  the  trade  papers. 

Bernstein  said  that  Loew’s,  Inc.,  does 
not  own  any  part  of  the  stock  of  Gaumont- 
British,  nor  does  any  Loew’s  subsidiary. 
Upon  further  pressing  by  Ryan,  Bernstein 
said  that  Loew’s,  Inc.,  owns  “stock  in  a 
company,  which  owns  stock  in  another 
company  that  owns  stocks  in  Gaumont- 
British.” 

The  term  “major  producers”  had  never 
been  heard  by  Bernstein,  so  he  said.  He 
also  stated  that  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
term  “major  distributors.”  He  said  that 
he  had  been  engaged  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  for  more  than  20  years. 

Boston  Clearance  Setup 

A letter  from  L.  D.  Netter,  Paramount 
executive,  to  Martin  J.  Mullin,  ‘M’  of  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.,  was  introduced  as 
an  exhibit.  It  touched  in  particular  on  the 
(Continued  on  page  61) 


George  S.  Ryan  alleges  that  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  “has 
entirely  eliminated  the  competition  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  in  every  city  and 
town  in  which  the  chain  has  theatres  in 
the  states  of  Maine  and  New  Hempshire, 
except  in  Rumford,  Maine,  and  in  Con- 
cord and  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 
But  even  in  these  cities  in  recent  years  no 
independent  exhibitor  has  been  able  to 
contract  with  or  to  secure  the  deal  of  an 
adequate  supply  of  motion  picture  films  of 
the  said  defendant  distributors.” 

Edmund  G.  Pollard  is  seeking  $100,000 
triple  damages  against  each  of  the  nine 
defendants,  a preliminary  and  final  in- 
junction to  prevent  continuance  of  the  al- 
leged monopoly,  and  reasonable  attorney’s 
fees  and  costs. 
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FBI  ^'Checker''  at  Suit 

Boston — An  FBI  operative  has  been  present  at  least  once  at  the  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  anti-trust  case  being  heard  in  Courtroom  6,  Federal  Building,  BOX- 
OFFICE  learns. 

It  is  problematical  whether  the  government  is  seeking  additional  evidence  for  a 
nationwide  monopoly  action — a possibility  which  is  lent  credence  by  current  fed- 
eral conferences  in  Washington  on  phases  of  such  a drive — or  whether  the  govern- 
ment is  weighing  the  feasibility  of  securing  an  indictment  against  the  defendant 
eight  majors  end  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  circuit  in  the  event  Master  Philip 
Hendrick  finds  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 


Court  Upholds  Union  Legal  Church  Games 
Right  to  Picket  Measure  Proposed 


Portland,  Me. — The  right  of  the  Port- 
land Motion  Pictui'e  Macliine  Operators’ 
Union  to  picket  E.  M.  Loew’s,  Inc.,  New 
Portland  Theatre  was  upheld  here  by  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  Sidney  St.  Felix  Thax- 
ter  when  he  denied  an  injunction  sought 
by  the  management. 

The  question  of  wages  was  described  as 
“the  sole  cause  of  disagreement  between 
the  parties”  by  the  coui’t. 

Justice  Thaxter  said  he  found  in  the 
evidence  presented  no  indications  that  the 
picketing  was  “oppressive,  that  the  patrons 
of  the  theatre  were  intimidated  or  that  the 
union  does  more  than  call  attention  to 
what  it  claims  are  grievances.” 

In  spite  of  the  plaintiff’s  contention 
“that  there  is  only  one  dissatisfied  employe 
at  the  theatre,  I am  satisfied  , . . there 
is  a lawful  strike  at  the  theatre,”  he  said. 

In  the  course  of  the  long  dispute  the 
management  had  its  own  pickets  patrolling 
the  theatre  entrance  to  refute  the  charges 
of  the  union. 


Exchange  Workers  Local 
Confab  Slated  Soon 

Boston — A statement  was  given  out  at 
a board  meeting  last  week  of  the  Exchange 
Workers  Local,  an  AFL  affiliate,  that  the 
film  district  organization  would  hold  a 
general  meeting  within  the  next  few 
weeks. 

It  would  be  the  first  confab  of  the  sort 
since  two  years  from  the  coming  May,  the 
Local  not  having  convened  in  a body 
throughout  the  past  year.  Nomination  and 
election  of  officers  is  expected  to  become 
an  early  business  point. 

Candidates  for  the  presidency  of  the 
Local  include  Max  Magovsky,  present  en- 
cumbent, and  Jack  Martin  of  Republic, 
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Hartford — A bill  to  legalize  Bingo  op- 
erations for  educational,  civic,  charitable 
and  religious  groups  has  been  filed  by 
Congressman  Cohane.  A provision  of  the 
measure,  that  specifically  permits  prizes 
of  merchandise  or  personal  property,  is 
that  no  tlrird  party  share  in  the  proceeds. 

No  exliibitor  action  has  been  taken  on 
legislation  since  the  opening  of  the  legisla- 
ture early  in  January,  although  independ- 
ently several  exhibitors  have  expressed 
the  opinion  that  Bank  Night  cooperation 
with  operators  might  succeed  in  legaliz- 
ing the  game  for  theatres  as  well,  if  the 
organization  bill  is  passed. 


Games  Legalization 
Sought  in  Bill 

Concord,  N.  H. — Legalization  of  Beano 
or  Bingo  games  is  sought  in  a measure 
introduced  in  the  New  Hampshire  legisla- 
ture by  Representative  Anthony  W.  Joyce 
of  Nashua. 

Under  the  proposed  law,  there  would  be 
a licensing  system  under  supervision  of  a 
commissioner  of  games  to  be  appointed  by 
the  governor  and  council. 


Property  Tax  System  Is 
Flayed  as  Obsolete 

Boston — Theatre  owners  heard  Rodney 
W.  Long,  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  declare  that  this 
state’s  property  tax  system,  now  300  years 
old,  “is  as  out  of  date  as  the  stage  coach.” 
Long  advocated  that  a limit  of  $25  per 
thousand  should  be  invoked  on  real  es- 
tate taxation. 

“Real  estate  carries  an  uneven  share  of 
taxation,  almost  to  the  point  of  confisca- 
tion,” Long  maintained,  “and  is  now  a 
blank  check  by  which  the  legislators 
make  up  deficits  for  excessive  extrava- 
gances.” 


Theatre  for  Ridgefield 

Bridgeport  — Bitterly  contested  permis- 
sion was  finally  granted  by  superior  court 
here  to  the  Fairchester  Motion  Picture 
Co.  to  build  a theatre  in  Ridgefield.  Op- 
position came  from  the  summer  estate 
owners  centering  here. 


Woonsocket  Trade 
Fights  Fee  Hike 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. — Action  to  contest 
city  officials’  sudden  hike  in  theatre  li- 
cense fees  here — from  $12.00  a week  to 
$30.00 — and  the  proposed  placing  of  a 
municipal  fireman  on  duty  at  all  theatres 
at  $2.00  per  day,  has  been  taken  by  the 
city’s  exhibitors  with  the  preparation  of  a 
protest  to  be  presented  at  a meeting  of  the 
Woonsocket  police  commission. 

Mayor  Felix  A.  Toupin,  in  justifying 
the  city’s  action  by  declaring  its  need  for 
more  revenue,  also  took  occasion  to  assail 
the  “fabulous  salaries”  paid  motion  picture 
stars  and  to  assert  “if  our  theatre  owners 
are  willing  to  pay  extravagant  prices  for 
motion  pictures,  just  to  pay  those  fabu- 
lous salaries,  then  they  should  be  willing 
to  pay  a fair  share  toward  the  cost  of 
carrying  the  burden  of  municipal  govern- 
ment.” 

With  five  theatres  in  Woonsocket,  the 
boost  in  license  fees  alone  will  mean  an 
annual  increase  of  $4,500  a year,  half  of 
which  goes  to  the  state,  the  remainder  into 
the  city  treasury. 

Representing  the  theatres  in  the  fight 
on  the  license  hike  are  Attorney  John  R. 
Higgins,  Judge  Edward  F.  Dwyer  and  Mor- 
ris E.  Yaraus,  former  city  solicitor.  Ex- 
hibitors throughout  the  state,  fearful  that 
other  municipalities  may  be  tempted  to 
follow  Woonsocket’s  course,  point  out  that 
business  at  present  is  such  that  added 
operating  expense  of  any  kind  would  be  a 
serious  matter. 


Joseph  Walsh  Purchases 
Southington  Colonial 

Windsor  Locks,  Conn. — Joseph  Walsh  of 
Hartford,  who  recently  purchased  the  Co- 
lonial, Southington,  has  taken  possession 
of  the  650-seat  Rialto  Theatre  here,  for- 
merly owned  and  operated  by  Alfano  and 
Tambucci.  Dave  Magliora  will  continue 
as  manager. 

The  property  includes  the  theatre,  a 
store  and  postoffice.  New  seats,  decora- 
tion, and  marquee  will  go  into  the  house 
next  month. 


Film  Exchange  Unit  Talks 
On  "Maximum  Reels" 

New  Haven — Securing  a “maximum 
reels”  clause  in  the  new  contracts  was  the 
main  topic  for  discussion  at  a recent  meet- 
ing of  Unit  B-41  film  exchange  employes 
at  the  Hotel  Garde.  Katherine  Fitzgerald 
presided.  John  Gatelee,  New  England 
organizer  of  lATSE,  was  present. 


A Daughter  to  Louis  Cohens 

Boston  — Louis  Cohen,  Winchester 
Amusement  Co.  executive,  and  Mrs.  Cohen 
have  a new  citizen  at  their  home,  a 
daughter. 


60 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  21,  1939 


New  Anti-Trust  Depositions 
Revolving  on  "Protection" 


(Continued  from  page  59) 

Boston  theatre  situation.  It  was  dated 
April  18,  1931  and  read: 

“What  would  your  reaction  be  towards 
turning  the  Modern  and  Beacon  theatres 
into  out  and  out  second-run  houses  next 
season,  tying  up  the  choice  of  Paramount, 
Metro,  and  other  major  companies’ 
product? 

“Where  we  could  do  this,  it  would  auto- 
matically set  the  Bowdoin  Square  and  the 
Lancaster  theatres  back,  as  the  Modern 
and  Beacon  could  legitimately  request  pro- 
tection against  these  houses. 

“We,  of  course,  would  have  to  play  the 
Modern  and  Beacon  with  second-run 
policy,  back  of  Allston,  Cambridge,  and 
Dorchester,  if  we  decide  to  charge  less 
admission  than  the  Capitol,  Strand,  and 
Central  Square. 

“In  considering  this  of  course  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  we  will  have  ap- 
proximately 170  pictures  that  we  will  have 
to  consume  first-run  in  the  City  of 
Boston.” 

The  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs  at- 
tempted to  show  what  he  called  “a  breath- 
ing together”  of  defendant  distributors  in 
a letter  from  Netter  to  A1  Lichtman;  in 
which  the  United  Artists  executive  said: 

“You  can  readily  appreciate,  Leon,  that 
we  alone  cannot  change  the  protection 
practices  in  a territory.  The  protection 
in  vogue  was  established  a good  many 
years  ago,  and  it  will  take  all  of  the  com- 
panies to  change  present  practices.” 

Grainger  for  Stress  on  Boxoffice 

E.  C.  Grainger  took  frequent  exception 
to  the  stress  put  on  protection,  testimony 
revealed.  In  a letter  to  Phil  Seletsky, 
present  M&P  booker,  Grainger  wrote: 

“It  seems  to  me  if  you  people  in  Boston 
would  pay  more  attention  to  the  boxoffice 
and  less  attention  to  protection,  your  re- 
turns and  our  returns  would  be  better.” 

Ryan  also  introduced  a letter  written  by 
Edward  X.  Callahan,  present  20th-Pox 
branch  manager,  then  with  Paramount,  to 
Phil  Seletsky.  Dated  March  4,  1931,  it 
read: 

“I  have  your  letter  of  March  2 regard- 
ing New  London’s  protection  against  Mys- 
tic, and  I want  you  to  know  that  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  in  any  way  injure  our 
own  theatre,  but  we  also  must  take  into 
consideration  the  small  independent  ex- 
hibitor, and  not  try  to  deliberately  rail- 
road him  right  out  of  business. 

“For  your  information,  M-G-M,  Pox, 
and  Warners  make  pictures  available  seven 
days  after  New  London  for  Mystic,  so  you 
can  appreciate  that  it  is  not  an  easy 
matter  to  hold  them  14  days. 

“As  I stated  in  my  last  letter,  if  you 
find  this  theatre  is  in  any  way  injuring  us, 
I would  be  glad  to  talk  the  matter  over 
with  you.  I want  to  take  this  opportimity 
to  say  to  you  that  I am  doing  everything 
possible  for  your  interests  in  New  Lon- 
don against  the  Empire  Theatre,  not  only 
in  our  own  exchange,  but  also  with  all  the 


other  distributors  I can  reach. 

“If  you  wouid  be  interested  in  receiving 
some  of  the  grosses  on  pictures  we  have 
played  in  the  Mystic,  I will  gladly  forward 
same  to  you.” 

“To  Blindfold  Other  Producers” 

An  allegation  of  an  Allied  States  Asso- 
ciation was  concurred  with  by  a major 
executive,  in  a letter  to  E.  C.  Grainger 
from  Harry  Campbell,  one  time  district 
manager  for  Fox  Film  Corp.  The  missive, 
dated  September  15,  1930,  read  in  part: 

“You  will  notice  A1  Steffes  makes  the 
claim  that  Publix  is  setting  up  this  pro- 
tection throughout  the  country  merely  to 
blindfold  other  producers,  and  then  they 
step  in  and  book  pictures  the  way  they 
wish  to.  As  you  know,  this  has  always 
been  my  contention,  and  they  have  al- 
ways done  this  same  thing  in  this  terri- 
tory.” 

In  response  to  a specific  inquiry  from 
Charles  Morse,  Morse  and  Rothenberg 
partner,  as  to  whether  his  circuit  was  “to 
consider  that  you  have  finally  refused  to 
furnish  us  with  any  product  whatsoever 
for  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey,”  W.  F.  Rodgers  of  M-G-M  wrote: 
“This  company  does  not  feel  that  it  would 
be  to  its  interest  to  have  any  further  out- 
let for  its  product  in  the  vicinity  where 
your  theatre  is  located.” 

An  abstract  tiein  between  the  present 
anti-trust  actions  and  the  $5,000,000  liti- 
gation being  waged  in  behalf  of  A.  B.  Mo- 
mand  by  Attorney  George  S.  Ryan  came 
with  the  introduction  of  a letter  written 
to  Charles  Morse  by  Roy  E.  Heffner.  At 
the  time,  Heffner  was  sales  manager  for 
Fox  here. 

Heffner,  as  one  time  sales  manager  for 
Paramount  in  Oklahoma,  figures  promi- 
nently in  the  Momand  case.  Interestingly 
enough,  Heffner  himself  is  now  an  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  in  addition  to  Bank 
Night  operations. 

“Sammie  Berg  ...  in  Back  of  It  All” 

M.  J.  Mullin,  in  a letter  to  Sam  Dembow 
jr.,  wrote:  “I  do  not,  for  the  life  of  me, 
see  what  is  the  trouble  with  the  Pox  ex- 
change here,  except  that  Sammie  Berg, 
their  booker,  is  in  back  of  it  all,  and  that 
every  possible  opportunity  will  give  us  the 
worst  end  of  it.  Take,  for  example,  the 
situation  in  Plymouth,  with  which  you  are 
familiar.  I am  firmly  convinced  that  Mr. 
Berg  even  goes  out  of  his  way  to  do  such 
things  as  what  has  happened  at  the 
Exeter.” 

The  attitude  of  E.  C.  Grainger  toward 
“protection”  was  further  shown  in  other 
letters  introduced  as  exhibits  by  Ryan. 

To  Leon  Netter,  Grainger  wrote,  “Stop 
worrying  about  protection  and  do  some- 
thing to  get  business  in  at  the  boxoffice.” 

To  Phil  Seletsky,  he  wrote,  “As  I have 
so  many  times  pointed  out  to  you,  I think 
if  you  and  everyone  else  in  the  booking 
department  of  Publix  and  all  other  circuits 
would  pay  more  attention  to  booking  pic- 
tures and  playing  pictures  that  are  booked, 

(Continued  on  page  64) 
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DHIL  FOX  was  feted  by  industry  friends, 

including  a large  Boston  contingent,  at 
the  DeWitt  Clinton  in  Albany,  Monday. 
The  former  local  Columbia  salesman,  now 
exchange  manager  in  the  New  York  key 
point,  will  soon  marry  Miss  Ida  Perlstein 
of  Everett,  connected  both  with  the  ex- 
hibition and  distribution  segments  of  the 
industry. 

Jerry  Carey  of  Medford,  supervisor  of 
building  plans  for  the  state,  died  last  week. 

Sam  Liftman,  formerly  with  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  and  more  recently 
in  the  flower  business,  has  moved  his  posy 
emporium  from  the  fUm  district  and  is 
now  located  at  the  Elliot  Flower  Shoppe, 
87  Massachusetts  Ave. 

The  film  district  dinner-dance,  spon- 
sored again  this  year  by  the  BostoTi  Cin- 
ema Club,  will  be  held  at  the  Cocoanut 
Grove,  March  19.  Committee  chairmen, 
appointed  at  a business  meeting  last  week, 
included  Harry  Martin,  Bill  Cuddy,  Tom 
Fermoyle,  Sam  Berg,  Dave  Grover, 
Charles  Repec,  Jerry  Govan,  Abe  Barry, 
and  Cyril  McGerigle. 

F.  W.  Franke,  Universal  auditor,  was  in 
town  last  week  . . . The  Opera  House  in 
Princeton,  Me.,  has  darkened  . . . John 
Harrington  of  the  Monogram  home  of- 
fice was  recently  in  town  . . . Nate  Furst, 
local  Monogram  executive,  spent  much  of 
last  week  in  the  New  Haven  area. 

Dutch  Millett,  former  Publix  executive 
now  an  independent  operator  at  Bridge- 
ton,  Me.,  has  appointed  Herbert  Higgens 
his  Boston  represeritative. 

George  S.  Ryan,  entered  another  anti- 
trust suit  in  the  legal  lists  last  week,  filing 
a $100,000  action  in  behalf  of  Edmund  G. 
Pollard.  Locale  was  the  Maine  theatre 
operator’s  situation  in  Riunford. 

The  test  case  involving  the  legality  of 
Bank  Night  in  Plymouth  and  Norfolk 
counties  will  be  heard  in  superior  court  in 
February,  District  Attorney  Edmund  Dew- 
ing has  assured  George  S.  Ryan  and  Roy 
E.  Heffner.  Heffner  arranged  for  the  test 
setup  at  the  Key  Theatre  which  he  oper- 
ates, in  partnership  with  Pat  McGee,  in 
Middleboro. 

Jeanne  Finklestein  was  welcomed  back 
to  the  offices  of  Specialty  Pictures  this 
week  following  a Bermuda  cruise  . . . Matt 
Donahue,  M-G-M  booker,  has  opened  a 
bachelor’s  apartment  on  Shawmut  Street. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Beatrice  Bartlett  Kirby, 
motion  picture  actress  when  celluloid  was 
seen  but  not  heard,  agreed  last  week  to 
pay  $135  for  nursing  services  to  her  step- 
mother whom  she  never  saw.  Judgment 
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was  recorded  in  superior  civil  court  in 
Salem. 

Louis  Cohen,  Western  Massachusetts 
exhibitor,  and  Mrs.  Cohen  have  added  a 
daughter  to  family  ranks  . . . The  Com- 
munity Theatre  in  Liberty,  Me.,  has  closed 
because  of  poor  business  . . . Edward 
Renick,  local  M-G-M  salesman,  is  home 
from  the  hospital  and  convalescing. 

Robert  Higgens,  son  of  the  theatre 
booker,  has  returned  to  studies  at  Shadow- 
brook.  Young  Higgens  was  seriously  ill. 
Now  18  years  old,  he  is  heading  toward 
official  admittance  in  the  Jesuit  ranks  13 
years  from  now. 

An  injunction  to  permit  the  showing  of 
“Unashamed”  was  refused  by  Suffolk  su- 
perior court  here  last  week,  by  Judge 
Abraham  Pinanski.  He  promised  the  Cini 
Grand  Films,  Inc.,  a speedy  hearing  on 
the  matter. 

Katherine  McGovan  of  M-G-M  is 
mourning  the  death  of  her  mother. 

Mayor  Maurice  Tobin  has  announced 
that  the  new  Boston  tax  rate  will  ap- 
proximate $45.  The  present  $41.30  levy 
tops  all  rates  in  the  country’s  large  cities, 
with  population  more  than  500,000,  and 
exceeds  the  average  adjustment  elsewhere 
by  49.5  per  cent,  local  theatre  owners  note 
unhappily. 

A niece  of  George  Bailey,  operator  of 
the  Strand  in  Winoonski,  Vt.,  is  conval- 
escing from  a serious  illness. 

An  executive  board  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
change Employes  Local  was  scheduled  for 
last  Thursday.  A long  awaited  general 
meeting,  to  follow  a confab  held  during 
May  two  years  ago,  is  in  the  offing. 

Romelo  Vanni  has  renovated  and  added, 
seats  to  the  Park  in  East  Jaffrey,  New 
Hampshire  . . . The  Lyric  Theatre  in 
Waterbury,  Vt.,  has  been  closed  and  dis- 
mantled. 

Dick  Ruben  is  distributing  Excellophone 
to  theatres  desiring  hard-of-hearing  aids. 
Ruben  has  already  installed  systems  in 
Dorchester,  Reading,  Saugus,  Rockland, 
and  in  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire. 

The  tariff  for  the  forthcoming  Cinema 
Club  dinner-dance  will  be  $5  per  couple 
. . . Dr.  Willis  H.  Carrier  was  honored 
here  at  an  air-conditioning  convention 
last  week  as  ‘‘the  father  of  air-condition- 
ing." He  was  a special  guest. 

Renewed  pressure  is  being  brought  this 
year  for  legislative  enactment  of  a mea- 
sure to  set  a $25  per  thousand  limit  on 
real  estate  taxation. 

Star  Enterprise,  Inc.,  a Boston  amuse- 
ment business,  has  been  incorporated  in 
Massachusetts  with  a capital  of  100  shares 
of  no  par  stock.  Incorporators  are  Robert 
B.  Wenner  of  Malden,  William  F.  Mac- 
Kernan  of  Melrose,  and  Irving  T.  and 
Nellie  F.  Gurney  of  Middleboro. 

Jack  Granara,  RKO  publicist,  is  pub- 
licizing “Son  of  Frankenstein”  at  Keith’s 

'Continued  on  page  65) 


Billboard  Measure 
Being  Studied 

Concord,  N.  H. — Theatre  operators  are 
considering  the  effect  of  a measure  intro- 
duced in  the  legislature,  which,  if  passed, 
will  regulate  billboards,  signs  and  other 
forms  of  outdoor  advertising. 

Under  the  bill,  sponsored  by  Rep.  Law- 
rence C.  Ellery  of  Keene,  it  would  be  un- 
lawful for  any  person,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions, to  “erect  or  maintain  any  bill- 
board or  sign  for  outdoor  advertising  in 
any  highway  or  park  within  500  feet  of 
the  nearer  side  line  of  any  public  street, 
parkway,  boulevard,  roadway  or  square.” 

Any  billboard  with  an  aggregate  area  of 
more  than  25  square  feet  also  would  be 
prohibited.  The  measure  doesn’t  apply, 
however,  to  signs  or  devices  which  adver- 
tise or  indicate  either  the  person  occupy- 
ing the  premises  on  which  the  same  are 
located  or  the  business  transacted  there- 
on, or  which  advertise  the  property  for 
sale  or  to  let.” 

A first  offender  would  be  fined  $100,  and 
if  the  billboard  or  sign  wasn’t  removed 
within  20  days  following  conviction,  the 
violator  could  be  assessed  up  to  $500. 


Kraska  Will  View  Film 
Series  in  Florida 

Boston — George  Kraska  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre,  has  departed  for  a sojourn  of 
Florida.  Leonard  Kraska,  regular  house 
manager,  wlU  take  over  during  his  ab- 
sence. 

Kraska  planned  to  make  it  what  he 
called  a “busman’s  holiday”  by  taking  in 
a foreign  fUm  series  being  screened  at 
Palm  Beach  by  Paul  Anglan,  formerly  of 
Boston.  The  imports  will  include  Kraska’s 
own  film,  “Slalom.” 

“The  Story  of  a Cheat,”  “King  Solo- 
mon’s Mines,”  “Ballerina,”  “As  You  Like 
It,”  “Under  the  Red  Robe,”  “Carnival  in 
Flanders,”  “Grand  Illusion,”  and  the 
world  premiere  of  “Newsreel  Cavalcade” 
from  1897  to  1939  are  also  scheduled  for 
showings  there. 


Metropolitan  s First  Two 
Due  in  Few  Weeks 

Boston — Sam  Davidson,  Cameo  Screen 
Attractions  head,  expects  the  first  two 
films  on  his  newly  acquired  Metropolitan 
Picture  Corp.  lineup  in  the  local  vaults 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  “Port  of  Hate” 
is  anticipated  approximately  February  15, 
while  “Daughter  of  the  Tong”  is  due  here 
March  1. 


Foreign  Film  Survey  by 
Boston  UA  Exchange 

Boston — The  local  United  Artists  ex- 
change is  engaged  in  making  a survey  of 
the  local  standing  of  foreign  films. 
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Cinema  Club  Party 
Slated  March  19 

Boston — Arrangements  for  the  forth- 
coming dinner-dance  of  the  Boston  Cin- 
ema Club  were  made  at  a meeting  of  the 
local  bookers’  organization  at  the  RKO 
exchange.  The  affair  tentatively  is  set  for 
March  19.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Cocoanut 
Grove  and  will  draw  from  the  entire  dis- 
trict. 

William  Cuddy,  RKO  booker  and  first 
vice-president  of  the  organization,  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  program 
committee.  C.  P.  McGerigel,  RKO  office 
manager,  was  put  in  charge  of  reservations 
by  Cinema  Club  president,  Harry  Martin 
of  Universal. 

Jerry  Govan  of  M&P  Theatres  Corp., 
will  handle  publicity.  Charles  Repec, 
M-G-M  head  booker,  is  in  charge  of 
tickets.  Abe  Barry,  Columbia  booker,  will 
have  jurisdiction  over  the  door. 

Dave  Grover  of  RKO,  treasurer  of  the 
Cinema  Club,  is  also  treasurer  for  the 
dinner-dance. 

Dinner  arangements  are  in  the  hands  of 
Tom  Permoyle  of  M&P.  Sam  Berg  of 
20th-Pox,  whose  name  is  mentioned  these 
days  in  the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  anti- 
trust trial,  is  chairman  of  the  ad  com- 
mittee. 


Air-Conditioning  Bureau 
In  Tribute  to  Carrier 

Boston — A special  tribute  to  Dr.  Willis 
H.  Carrier,  termed  “the  father  of  air-con- 
ditioning,” featured  the  sixth  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Air-Conditioning  Bureau 
of  Boston  here. 

Dr.  Carrier,  special  guest,  did  not  speak. 
His  recollections  of  his  first  investiga- 
tions into  the  possibilities  of  air-condition- 
ing, contained  in  a personal  letter,  were 
read  by  Charles  Penrose  of  Philadelphia, 
senior  vice-president  of  the  American 
Newcomen  Society. 


"Unashamed'^  Restrainer 
Refused  Cini  Grand 

Boston— An  injunction  against  city  au- 
thorities to  prevent  further  interference 
with  the  local  showing  of  “Unashamed,” 
nudist  film  banned  unseen  prior  to  an 
advertised  opening  at  a local  Frederick  E. 
Leiberman  house,  was  refused  the  Cini 
Grand  Films,  Inc.,  last  week  by  Judge 
Abraham  Pinanski  at  Suffolk  superior 
court. 

His  Honor,  brother  of  the  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  partner,  promised  plaintiffs  a speedy 
trial  instead. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Newsreel  Theatre 
has  served  out  a one-week  license-  suspen- 
sion padlocking. 


The  Critical  Lowdown 


Boston — John  Mason  Brown,  the  critic, 
described  Mae  West  as  a “Wagnerian 
glamour  girl”  during  the  course  of  a dis- 
cussion of  motion  pictures  before  a Copley- 
Plaza  audience  last  week. 

Brown,  who  rooted  strongly  for  the  the- 
atre, “admitted”  that  motion  pictures, 
which  he  described  as  an  Infant  industry 
fast  reaching  out  to  become  an  art,  are 
undeniably  one  of  the  “major  miracles”  of 
our  time. 

He  felt,  however,  that  the  best  of  the 
screen  stars  come  from  the  stage  and  that 
screen  actors  do  not  act  but  are  “exposed 
and  edited.” 


Confidence  is  the  spearhead  of  the  motion 
picture  industry. 

★ 

WHAT  MONOGRAM  PROMISES, 
MONOGRAM  DELIVERS 

★ 

WHO  IS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THIS  SPLENDID 
PERFORMANCE? 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON 


Perakos.  Quittner,  Sirica 
File  to  Incorporate 

New  Britain,  Conn.  — The  Torans 
Amusement  Co.  here  has  filed  incorpora- 
tion papers  to  engage  in  the  operation  of 
motion  picture  theatres.  The  company  is 
incorporated  for  $50,000.  The  incorpora- 
tors are  Pete  Perakos  of  this  city,  Joseph 
Quittner  of  New  York  City  and  John  D. 
Sirica  of  Enfield. 


In  all  his  twenty-five  years  in  this  industry,  he  has  never  once 
violated  the  confidence  of  a single  exhibitor  or  business  asso- 
ciate. 

Does  a record  of  this  nature  warrant  your  cooperation?  If  you 
feel  that  it  does,  why  not  give  us  your  support  during  the  W. 
RAY  JOHNSTON  SILVER  JUBILEE  — February  4 to  March  5. 


Ruben  Is  Distributor 
For  Excellophone 

Boston— Richard  B.  Ruben,  local  tech- 
nician and  theatre  operator,  has  taken 
over  territorial  distribution  of  Excello- 
phone. Exhibitors  who  have  already  in- 
stalled the  hard-of-hearing  aid  include 
Frank  Lydon,  Morris  Pouzzner,  Warren 
Nichols,  and  Leo  Rhodenizer. 


Say  it  with  dates  1 Give  and  you  shall  receive! 


Monogram  Pictures,  inc 

39  CHURCH  STREET  • BOSTON 

Steve  Broidy,  Gen.  Mgr. 
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•pWENTIETH-FOX  feted  Helen  Hanley, 
resigning  assistant  booker,  at  a lunch- 
eon in  the  projection  room  of  the  exchange 
and  presented  her  with  a Kodak  camera. 
Miss  Hanley,  with  Fox  for  the  past  eight 
years  and  on  Meadow  St.  several  years 
prior  to  her  association  with  the  com- 
pany, will  go  to  Hollywood  next  week, 
where  she  will  be  married. 

Sal  Popolizio,  former  assistant  shipper 
and  poster  clerk,  steps  up  to  the  assistant 
hooker’s  job,  and  George  Somma  of  Re- 
public is  the  candidate  for  the  accessories 
department  job. 

Empress,  Unionville,  Joe  Faith’s  newly- 
constructed  500-seat  theatre,  will  be  op- 
ened January  25  on  a full-week  schedule, 
four  changes.  Faith  personally  will  super- 
vise Terryville,  Collinsville  and  Unionville. 

The  Loeuo-Poli  staff  tendered  Richard 
Carlson  a luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Tafe  when 
his  personal  appearance  at  the  opening 
of  the  musical  comedy,  “Stars  in  Your 
Eyes,’’  at  the  Shubert  coincided  with  the 
opening  of  his  picture,  “Duke  of  West 
Point,”  at  the  Poll.  Carlson  has  written 
a play  which  has  been  produced,  played 
loith  Ethel  Barrymore  on  the  legitimate 
stage,  made  two  pictures,  and  now  makes 
his  debut  in  musical  comedy.  The  dual  op- 
ening in  tovm  grabbed  off  good  space  in 
the  local  press. 

Returning  to  Boston  from  a Florida 
vacation.  Bob  Cobe,  former  Republic  man- 
ager here,  is  reported  to  have  resigned 
from  his  new  Grand  National  association 
in  the  Hub  City — and  gone  right  back  to 
the  sunny  south. 

Jane  Withers  paid  a visit  to  delighted 
Municipal  Hospital  patients  while  appear- 
ing personally  at  the  State,  Hartford.  She 
met  patrons  in  the  lobby  and  radio-broad- 
casted. 

I.  J.  Hoffman  and  Mrs.  Hoffman  are 
among  the  latest  to  depart  for  Florida  on 
vacation  . . . Milton  Hyams  has  returned 
from  a visit  to  his  daughter  in  St.  Louis 
and  side  trips  to  French  Lick,  Ind.,  and 
White  Sulphm-  Springs,  Va.  . . . Tim 
O’Toole  has  returned  from  his  southern 
cruise  . . . Dave  Kaufman,  Poli  artist,  is 
on  vacation. 

Nathan  Lampert,  still  confined  to  a hos- 
pital in  Poughkeepsie,  will  be  greeted  by 
trouble  in  the  borscht  circuit  on  his  re- 
turn. Family  disagreement  is  reported  to 
have  caused  rifts  in  the  operation  of  the 
theatres. 

Progress  has  been  rapid  on  the  new 
Forest  and  opening  will  be  in  February. 
A maroon  concrete  dustproof  floor  is  be- 
ing poured  now  . . . Connecticut  Films  has 
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Burch  Popcorn  Machines  Are 
Made  Especially  lor  Theatres 
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available  12  feature  length  pictures  point- 
ed at  the  Lenten  season,  including  five  of 
the  leading  Passion  Plays,  such  as  “Chris- 
tus,”  “St.  Anthony  of  Padua,”  etc.  Dick 
Cohen  is  working  on  Catholic  clubs  for 
the  distribution  of  these  films  in  16  and 
35mm. 

Vincent  Fiore  has  a contract  with  the 
Hippodrome,  Bridgeport,  for  construction 
of  a new  booth  . . . John  Gatelee,  New 
England  organizer  for  lATSE,  visited  in 
town  last  week  for  the  reported  purpose 
of  proceeding  with  organization  of  ushers, 
cashiers  and  other  front-of-the-house  em- 
ployes, started  last  year,  but  cut  short  by 
other  union  negotiations. 

Speedy  recovery  to  Frances  Silverman, 
who  is  confined  to  Grace  Hospital  be- 
cause of  a tooth  infection  . . . Plans  for 
a Variety  or  Friars  Club  are  being  re- 
vived. Meetings  for  discussion  of  the  idea 
are  in  the  offing  . . . Cannen  Mascoli, 
of  the  Alhambra,  Waterbury,  is  in  the 
Waterbury  Hospital  for  some  surgery. 
William  Jefferson  of  American  Display 
stopped  in  New  Haven  on  a lobby-check- 
ing round  of  the  Poli  houses  . . . Irwin 
Wheeler  of  the  Playhouse,  New  Canaan, 
paid  Meadow  St.  one  of  his  infrequent 
visits  . . . Max  Hershman  of  National 
Screen  stopped  off  en  route  to  Hartford. 

Sam  Badamo  rapidly  was  going  conti- 
nental last  week  when  he  received  word 
of  the  unusual  event  of  a foreign  picture 
booking  at  the  College — “Grand  Illusion.” 
Illusion  it  was,  for  two  hours  later  the 
booking  was  canceled  . . . The  Sam  Bada- 
mos  are  now  residents  of  New  Haven,  hav- 
ing taken  an  apartment  on  Edgewood  Ave. 
. . . Ed  Morey  and  Nat  Furst  were  visitors 
frojn  Boston. 

Congratulations  to  the  Max  Taback- 
mans,  who  have  a brand  new  seven- 
pound  baby  boy.  Mi’s.  Tabackman  and 
son  are  doing  well  at  the  Grace  Hospital 
. . . Nick  Caviliere,  native  New  Havener 
and  ace  cameraman,  is  filming  the  breed- 
ing of  Kentucky  thoroughbreds  . . . Capi- 
tol Theatre,  East  Haven  bowling  team, 
only  known  theatre  team  in  these  parts,  is 
still  in  the  lead  in  the  Milford  Industrial 
League. 

A race  track  similar  to  the  one  voted 
out  in  Agawam  is  being  planned  in  Great 
Barrington  . . . The  much-discussed  “Pro- 
fessor Mamlock”  has  been  playing  the 
Lincoln  as  the  first  of  the  new  year’s  for- 
eign attractions. 

Alice  Kingston  is  the  new  secretary  to 
A1  Daytz  at  the  Metro  Premium  office. 


Pelson  to  New  Haven 
To  Manage  Lincoln 

Boston — S.  Ernest  Pelson,  recently  ap- 
pointed office  manager  of  the  local  Im- 
perial Exchange  by  Harry  Segal,  has  left 
Boston  to  take  over  the  managership  of 
the  Lincoln  in  New  Haven.  Wally  Rosen- 
thal is  assistant  to  Pelson. 


J.  J.  CONROY 

104  Bison  Road 
Waltham,  Mass. 


"Protection"  Topic 
Of  Depositions 

(Continued  from  page  61) 

instead  of  wasting  time  over  protection, 
business  would  be  better.” 

Grainger  “Fed  Up” 

To  Leon  Netter,  Grainger  wrote  a more 
personal  note.  He  said: 

“Supplementing  all  previous  corres- 
pondence regarding  protection,  and  with 
particular  reference  to  the  Boston  terri- 
tory, it  seems  to  me  a mistake  for  Ralph 
Branton  to  set  himself  up  as  an  authority 
on  Boston  protection.  I am  in  no  way 
criticizing  Ralph  Branton  (you  will  note 
I am  sending  him  a copy  of  this  letter) 
but,  after  aU,  Ralph  is  a new  resident  of 
Boston  and  Harry  Campbell  has  been  in 
Boston  since  his  whaling  ship  went 
aground  on  Minot  Light,  and  that  was 
a good  many  years  ago.  I,  personally,  saw 
the  first  light  of  day  in  the  old  Bean 
Town  myself. 

“Frankly,  I am  just  about  fed  up  on 
this  protection  bunk.  The  latest  is  that 
Branton  wants  Pittsfield  to  have  protec- 
tion over  Great  Barrington.  Anyone  that 
would  drive  from  Great  Barrington  to 
Pittsfield  to  see  a picture  show  in  the 
winter  should  be  stopped  at  the  Pitts- 
field line  and  escorted  to  the  nut  factory. 
Anyone  that  would  go  there  in  the  sum- 
mer time,  and  leave  the  beautiful,  gor- 
geous country  of  Barrington  to  go  into 
Pittsfield  is  crazy  anyway.  I drove  from 
Barrington  to  Pittsfield  during  this  past 
summer,  and  you  know  I have  a pretty 
good  automobile,  and  it  took  me  40 
minutes. 

“Let’s  stop  wasting  any  more  time 
about  protection  and  let’s  sell  some  tickets 
at  the  boxoffice.  In  the  future,  the  let- 
ters I receive  regarding  protection  will 
be  relegated — you  know  where.” 

George  S.  Ryan  introduced  a note  from 
Leon  Netter  to  Charles  Rosenzweig  of  RKO 
in  which  Netter  countered  RKO’s  objec- 
tions to  Paramount’s  Scollay  Square  play- 
ing ten  days  after  RKO’s  Memorial  by 
asserting  that  the  location  and  clientele  of 
the  Scollay  Square  was  such  that  such  a 
practice  “does  not  interfere  with  Memorial 
in  any  way.” 

“Your  Honor  will  note  that  is  a re- 
versal of  the  position  usually  taken,” 
Ryan  remarked  to  Master  Hendrick. 

“I  trust  your  Honor  will  not  make  that 
note  unless  there  has  been  some  evidence 
on  the  position  usually  taken,”  McClen- 
nen,  lawyer  representing  the  defendants, 
broke  in. 

“Hasn’t  the  position  of  Publix  always 
been  that  they  needed  protection,  whether 
it  was  25  or  50  miles  away?”  Ryan  asked. 
“Here  they  are  within  a few  blocks.” 

“In  reply  to  your  inquiry,”  McClennen 
said,  “I  should  answer,  ‘No’.” 


Extend  Joe  E.  Brown 

Hollywood — Joe  E.  Brown  has  been  ex- 
tended for  two  years  at  Columbia.  “Call 
Me  Joe”  is  his  first  assignment  since  the 
pact  renewal. 
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(Continued  from  page  62) 

Memorial  according  to  the  well  proved 
“Can  You  Stand  It?”  formula. 

Sam  Davidson,  "New  England  distributor 
of  “Mayerling,”  reports  that  the  Lux  Radio 
Theatre  version  of  the  film  feature  has  re- 
sulted in  a revival  of  interest,  and  book- 
ings, in  the  Danielle  Darrieux-Charles 
Boyer  starrer. 

It’s  Florida  for  a number  of  New  Eng- 
land theatre  men,  including  A1  Anders, 
Ken  Forkey,  Louis  Gordon,  and  George 
Kraska  . . . S.  Ernest  Pelson  has  resigned 
as  Imperial  office  manager  here  to  be- 
come resident  manager  of  the  Lincoln  in 
New  Haven. 

Al  Seligman,  national  accessories  man- 
ager for  Columbia,  was  in  town  last  week. 
He  later  left  for  Albany  from  where  he 
will  head  through  Buffalo,  Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  . . . Cameo 
has  booked  “Ballerine”  into  the  Lincoln 
in  Hew  Haven  for  two  weeks  and  into  the 
Fine  Arts  in  Boston  for  an  indefinite  run. 

H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  man- 
ager, returned  to  his  Boston  office  late  last 
week  following  a business  loop. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  publicity  head, 
has  said  it  to  Edith  Freedman  with  a 
diamond.  No  wedding  date  has  been  set, 
it  is  understood  that  the  ceremony  will  be 
held  shortly. 

James  Roosevelt,  according  to  his  local 
office,  was  to  have  returned  here  from 
Hollywood  this  week  . . . Bucky  Levin, 
local  Columbia  accessories  manager,  made 
a lucky  birthday  of  it  on  Friday  the  13th. 
Levin  was  born  on  Friday,  also. 

George  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  Theatre  oper- 
ator, reports  that  “Grand  Illusion”  is 
proving  a record  breaker  at  the  Back  Bay 
house. 

Charles  Repec,  M-G-M  head  booker, 
returned  to  work  late  last  week  after 
being  out  four  days  with  a severe  cold 
. . . Irving  Zussman,  head  of  Metro  Prem- 
ium Company,  left  New  York  last  week 
on  a coast  business  flight. 

Tim  O’Toole,  Columbia  branch  manager 
in  New  Haven,  returned  to  his  office  last 
week  from  a West  Indian  cruise  . . . Dave 
Ambuter  is  now  loorking  with  24  prints  of 
“Shock  Troops  of  Disaster,”  gratis  WPA 
film  version  of  the  New  England  hurri- 
cane. 

Ben  Domingo,  RKO  city  manager,  held 
over  Blackstone,  the  Magician,  stage  imit 
at  the  RKO  Boston  last  week  following 
heavy  attendance  at  the  regularly  sched- 
uled weekend  booking. 

Myer  Gruber,  former  local  first  divi- 
sional manager  and  present  premium  man, 
has  married  . . . Carl  Waldron,  Whole- 
salers representative,  is  contemplating  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Role  for  Lupino 

Hollywood — Ida  Lupino  has  been  spot- 
ted in  Columbia’s  “Mrs.  Leonard  Misbe- 
haves.” 


Philadelphia  Sales 
Tax  Loss  Cited 


Boston  — Unhappy  Philadelphia  sales 
tax  experiences  are  among  the  more 
prominent  arguments  being  introduced 
here  in  opposition  of  the  proposed  two  per 
cent  Massachusetts  sales  tax  which  would 
bring  theatre  tickets  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion. The  Philadelphia  Merchants’  Ass’n 
wrote  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 
that ; 

“In  January  last  we  predicted  that  a 
city  sales  tax  would  result  in  a loss  of  at 
least  ten  per  cent  in  the  volume  of  retail 
business,  in  loss  of  employment  and  in 
wages  paid. 

“The  actual  results  of  nine  months’ 
operation  under  the  city  sales  tax  proves 
this  estimate  to  have  been  too  modest. 

“Under  the  official  figures  of  the  Fed- 
eral Reserve  Bank,  the  sum  of  the  montlily 
losses  and  gains  in  percentage  from  March 
to  November  inclusive  disclose  for  depart- 
ment stores  throughout  the  country  a loss 
of  88  per  cent  or  an  average  monthly  loss 
of  9.7  per  cent;  for  the  city  of  an  aver- 
age monthly  loss  of  16  per  cent;  for  the 
territory  in  the  Philadelphia  Reserve  Dis- 
trict, outside  the  limits  of  the  city,  50.9 
per  cent,  or  an  average  monthly  loss  of 
6.3  per  cent,  while  certain  suburban  stores 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Phila- 
delphia gained  100  per  cent  or  an  aver- 
age monthly  gain  of  11.4  per  cent.” 


Rites  for  Lucius  Rich 
Held  in  Bridgeport 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  for  Lucius  M.  Rich,  77, 
who  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Rich  was 
well  known  in  theatrical  circles,  having 
been  treasurer  of  Hawes  Opera  House,  the 
Park  City  Theatre,  and  the  Poli  and  Plaza 
theatres  when  the  latter  were  owned  by 
the  late  Sylvester  Z.  Poli.  Rich,  too,  was 
the  originator  locally  of  baby  shows,  a 
promotion  for  which,  in  New  Jersey,  Gov- 
ernor Moore  honored  him  with  a gold 
medal. 


/.  K.  Carey  of  Boston's 
Public  Safety  Dead 

Boston — Jeremiah  K.  Carey,  supervisor 
of  plans  in  the  department  of  public 
safety,  is  dead.  All  theatre  specifications 
for  Massachusetts  had  to  pass  through 
his  hands. 

Joseph  Carey,  a son,  is  a salesman  for 
equipment  man,  Joe  Cifre. 


Cummings  Assistant 
M-G-M  Office  Head 

Boston — J.  M.  Cummings,  veteran  audi- 
tor, has  been  assigned  permanently  to  the 
Boston  M-G-M  exchange.  Cummings  has 
been  made  assistant  office  manager,  aide 
to  Henry  Wolper. 


jyjEL  MORRISON,  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre,  Dover,  N.  H.,  brought  here 
the  disquieting  report  that  the  recently 
convened  New  Hampshire  legislature  is 
considering  the  advisability  of  legalizing 
Beano  games  for  charity  pm’poses  only. 
The  pari-mutuel  law,  which  allows  betting 
on  horse  races,  expired  January  1 and  a 
fight  over  its  continuance  is  anticipated. 

Maine,  like  most  other  states,  is  won- 
dering where  it  is  to  get  the  money  to  pay 
old  age  pensions.  Although  the  dominant 
political  party  has  promised  no  new  taxes 
will  be  assessed,  theatre  men  are  keeping 
an  eye  on  Augusta  and  watching  for  men- 
tion of  luxury  taxes  in  legislative  huddles. 
Thus  far,  nothing  likely  to  affect  theatres 
has  been  brought  up. 

Rumor  has  it  that  Keith’s  Tlieatre, 
closed  many  months,  will  reopen  soon  with 
a combination  stage  and  last-run  picture 
policy.  The  Casco,  another  closed  theatre 
on  Congress  St.,  is  expected  to  reopen 
next  spring  or  summer. 

The  State  and  Strand  have  adopted  a 
permanent  policy  of  holding  late  owl  shows 
each  Saturday  night.  The  regular  bills  will 
be  shown. 

Tire  biggest  problem  at  the  State  these 
days  is  the  job  of  finding  questions  suit- 
able for  children  10  to  14  years  old.  Week- 
ly and  weakly,  Nate  Press,  assistant  man- 
ager, and  Bill  Romanoff,  chief  of  service, 
scratch  their  heads  in  preparation  for 
Manager  Harry  Botwick’s  radio  broadcast, 
“Recess  Time.” 

Chelsea  A.  Waldron,  George  Gould  and 
John  Russell,  members  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Operators’  Local,  attended  the  New 
England  convention  in  Worcester,  Mass., 
last  week  . . . John  Divney,  manager  of 
the  Maine,  is  on  the  Lions  Club  commit- 
tee to  bring  Paul  Whiteman  here  for  a 
benefit  performance  January  21. 

A.  J.  Moreau,  district  manager  of 
M&P  Theatres,  just  returned  from  a swing 
through  Vermont. 


Higgens  Secures  Two 
For  Booking  Service 

Boston — Herbert  Higgens,  veteran  film 
booker  now  operating  a personalized  book- 
ing service,  has  been  appointed  Boston 
representative  of  the  State  in  Bridgton, 
Me.,  by  C.  F.  Millett. 

Higgens  also  has  taken  over  exchange 
representation  for  John  Franciosi,  opera- 
tor of  the  Florence  Hall  in  South  Barrie. 


I I I I 
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Want  to  Sell 
Your  Theatre? 


“I  can  give  you 
100%  Service  be- 
cause I liave  no 
outside  i n- 
terests.” 


I I 


I I I I I 


then  see 

SAM  HAASE 

Real  Rstate  Broker 
Tlieatre  Specialist 
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J^ANAGER  H.  RODMAN  of  E.  M.  Loew’s 
Capitol,  Pawtucket,  played  host  to  15 
WPA  executives  one  night  last  week,  that 
they  might  see  the  WPA  film,  “Shock 
Troops  of  Disaster.”  The  local  press  gave 
him  nice  break  on  the  stunt.  Rodman  is 
also  using  idea  of  having  customers  fill 
out  “request  cards”  and  leave  them  in  a 
lobby  mail  box  for  pictures  they  would 
like  to  see.  In  past  two  weeks  more  than 
1,200  of  the  cards  have  been  turned  in. 

Reports  that  Fall  River  is  due  to  get  a 
new  theatre  one  of  these  days  persist,  with 
a hearing  before  city  council  on  Tuesday, 
of  an  ordinance  designed  to  prevent  erec- 
tion of  a theatre  within  400  feet  of  a 
church,  school,  hospital  or  public  garage, 
reviving  talk  on  the  street. 

Manager  A1  McEvoy  of  Bates  and  Union 
theatres  in  Attleboro,  Mass.,  has  arranged 
a tieup  with  Interstate  Bus  Co.  in  his 
territory  whereby  persons  living  in  Attle- 
boro or  in  Plainville  may  ride  the  buses 
to  and  from  their  homes  to  the  theatre, 
buying  tickets  that  include  bus  fares  and 
admission  to  either  theatre  . . . McEvoy 
took  cognizance  of  Friday  the  13th,  play- 
ing a midnight  “Spook  Show”  at  the 
Bates.  Other  theatre  managers  can  file 
the  idea  away  for  the  next  Jinx  Day — 
scheduled  in  October. 

Maurice  Cook,  featured  organist  at 
Loew’s  State,  reopened  at  that  house  last 
Friday  after  a long  stay  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
for  the  circuit. 

Associated  Theatres  has  leased  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  here  for  February 
17  and  18  and  will  bring  George  M.  Cohen 
to  town  in  “I’d  Rather  Be  Right”  for  two 
nights  and  a matinee  performance.  Cor- 
poration has  legit  franchise  with  New  York 
producers  but  this  season  is  playing  vaude- 
film  policy  at  the  Playhouse,  its  legit  thea- 
tre here,  and  will  accordingly  switch  the 
Cohen  show  into  the  Met. 

“Refugee  Theatre-of-the-Air”  troupe, 
playing  its  first  theatre  engagement,  at 
Fays  this  week,  got  a nice  two  columii  per- 
sonal interview  in  Sunday  Journal  theatre 
section  in  addition  to  complimentary  re- 
views from  local  critics  on  their  opening. 

Manager  A1  Clarke  of  the  Carlton,  tak- 
ing over  “Dawn  Patrol”  from  Majestic  for 
an  extended  first  rim  showing,  maneuv- 
ered a flashy  model  airplane  display  in  a 
vacant  store  on  Washington  street  which 
attracted  considerable  attention.  Clarke, 
incidentally,  is  a licensed  air  pilot — the 
only  flying  theatreman  in  the  state. 


Up  Kenneth  Rockwell 
To  New  York  House 

Providence  — Kenneth  Rockwell,  who 
stepped  up  from  assistant  managership  to 
the  RKO  Albee  here  to  the  manager’s 
berth  at  that  house,  has  been  promoted  to 
helm  the  circuit’s  Colonial,  on  62nd  and 
Broadway  in  New  York. 

Succeeding  Rockwell  here  as  manager 
of  the  Albee  is  Harry  McDonald  who  comes 
from  RKO’s  Keith  Theatre  in  Boston. 


A Luncheon  Guest — 

Bob  Russell,  Loew-Poli  manager  in 
New  Haven,  greets  Richard  Carlson, 
starring  in  “Duke  of  West  Point,”  cur- 
rently at  the  Shubert,  at  a special 
luncheon  and  preview  arranged  for 
the  star  at  the  Hotel  Taft. 

Pat  McGee  Joins 
Schine  Chain 

Boston — Pat  McGee,  former  Oklahoma 
circuit  executive  who  recently  has  been 
associated  with  Roy  Heffner  in  theatre 
operation  and  film  distribution  here,  has 
joined  the  Schine  circuit  in  an  executive 
position  with  headquarters  in  New  York. 

McGee  was  head  of  the  Standard  Thea- 
tres chain  in  Oklahoma  City  before  com- 
ing to  Boston.  He  started  in  the  Oklahoma 
metropolis  in  a minor  capacity  with  the 
Criterion  Theatre,  advancing  to  the  man- 
agement of  that  house  under  the  guidance 
of  Joseph  Cooper  during  that  individual’s 
operating  contract  with  the  Publix  circuit, 
moving  up  to  city  manager  and  then  to 
zone  chief  when  Warner  took  over  the 
Cooper  contract,  leaving  about  two  years 
ago  to  join  with  Heffner  here.  Heffner 
at  one  time  was  branch  manager  for  Para- 
mount in  Oklahoma. 


J^ANAGER  MORRIS  ROSENTHAL  of 
the  Majestic  and  his  wife,  Molly,  have 
returned  from  two  weeks  at  Miami  . . . 
The  Globe  lobby  is  getting  a new  paint  job 
and  more  ornamental  decorations  are  be- 
ing added  . . . 'The  dark  Capitol  at  New 
Britain  has.  been  housing  a cooking  school 
. . . Stratford,  Devon  and  Milford  Post- 
Telegram  carriers  were  recent  guests  at  the 
Majestic. 

Matt  Saunders  hosted  Peter  F.  Hunt, 
local  railroad  station  master  and  a railroad 
man  since  1882,  at  the  Loew-Poli  for 
“Stand  Up  and  Fight.”  Landed  quotes  in 
newspapers  of  Hunt  calling  film  “best 
railroad  picture  I have  ever  seen.” 

Joseph  H.  Rayner,  Danbury  projectionist, 
has  taken  Dorothy  Mae  Schirmen  of  that 
city  as  his  bride. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


jyjANCHESTER  theatre  patrons  were 
saddened  recently  by  the  sudden 
death  of  Frederick  Lydon,  popular  32- 
year-old  singer. 

Fire  Chief  Albert  C.  Melendy  of  Nashua, 
who  was  critically  injured  when  struck  by 
an  auto  while  directing  his  company  at 
the  Colonial  Theatre  fire  on  New  Year’s 
morning  in  1938,  has  returned  home  after 
a year’s  absence.  He  was  in  a hospital  until 
last  summer,  then  stayed  at  a lake  cot- 
tage, and  later  at  the  home  of  friends. 

Elihu  L.  Webster  has  been  reappointed 
as  manager  of  the  City  Opera  House  in 
Rochester. 

The  Halsyon  Theatre  in  Colebrook  is 
serving  an  unusual  purpose,  its  stage  be- 
ing used  as  a court  at  intervals  by  the 
Colebrook  Badminton  Club,  which  lost  its 
quarters  when  the  Town  Hall  burned. 

Peter  D.  Latchis,  Keene  theatre  owner, 
is  serving  as  temporary  chairman  of  the 
Keene  Taxpayers’  Ass’n  which  aims  at 
becoming  a permanent  influence  in  that 
city. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Kahn,  wife  of  the  scenario 
writer,  has  returned  to  Hollywood  after  a 
visit  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  A. 
Brodie,  in  Manchester . 


BOSTON 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
opening  of  Stuart  Street  headquarters. 

Katherine  McGovern  of  M-G-M  has 
lost  her  mother.  She  accompanied  the 
body  to  Sidney,  Nova  Scotia  for  burial  last 
week. 

Paul  Levi,  publicity  manager  of  the 
Metropolitan,  and  Edith  Freedman  are  en- 
gaged. Miss  Freedman,  a Boston  girl,  is 
now  in  New  York  with  Macy’s.  Levi  came 
here  from  New  York  several  years  ago  as 
assistant  to  Harry  Brown  jr.,  in  the  pub- 
licity department  of  the  Paramount  The- 
atre. Later,  upon  Gene  Fox’s  acceptance 
of  an  executive  position  with  National 
Screen  Service  on  the  coast,  the  Harvard 
graduate  became  advertising  director  at 
the  Metropolitan. 

Steve  Broidy  and  his  local  Monogram 
force  already  are  hard  at  work  on  the 
forthcoming  sales  and  date  drive  celebrat- 
ing the  W.  Ray  Johnston  Stiver  JubUee. 
Activities  will  officially  begin  on  Febru- 
ary 4,  and  will  run  through  to  March  5. 

Tom  Foley,  doorman  at  Loew’s  State, 
and  Mary  Sullivan,  employed  at  a candy 
concession  in  the  theatre,  now  are  “one” 
by  virtue  of  a ceremony  performed  at  St. 
Anne’s  Church  in  Neponsett. 


Featured  in  "Sabotage" 

Hollyw'OOD — Sidney  Blackmer  and  C. 
Henry  Gordon  draw  featured  roles  in  Co- 
lumbia’s “Sabotage,”  starring  Jack  Holt. 


Metro  Signs  Hunter 

Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Ian  Hun- 
ter to  a term  acting  contract. 
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South  Takes  Lead 
In  Refugee  Aid 


Defendants  File  Three  Motions 
In  Momand  Anti-Trust  Suit 


New  Orleans — A group  of  325  theatres 
throughout  the  states  of  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Florida  and  along  the 
Texas-Arkansas  border  are  participating 
January  26  in  a “Campaign  for  Humanity,’’ 
in  which  that  day’s  gross  receipts  will  be 
contributed  toward  the  funds  aiding  all 
refugees  from  central  Europe. 

In  charge  of  the  campaign  for  this  ter- 
ritory is  the  Motion  Pictures  Theatre  Com- 
mittee, headquartering  at  608  Canal  St. 
in  New  Orleans.  Heading  this  committee 
are  E.  V.  Richards  jr.,  chairman;  Louis 
Rosen,  treasurer;  Abe  Berenson,  secretary, 
all  of  New  Orleans,  and  Arthur  Lehmann 
of  Jackson,  chairman  for  Mississippi. 
Henry  Lazarus  of  the  Center  and  Coliseum 
theatres  is  chairman  of  the  independent 
theatre  owners  for  the  campaign,  and 
Harold  Wheelehan  of  WSMB  heads  the 
Louisiana  radio  committee. 

John  McCormick,  Shreveport,  is  vice- 
chairman  for  Louisiana;  Wiley  Harris,  of 
Jackson,  for  Mississippi.  To  date  over  5,000 
individuals  are  selling  advance  tickets  for 
the  benefit  shows  for  which  the  exchanges 
will  furnish  films  without  charge. 

Definitely  participating  in  the  campaign, 
according  to  Richards,  are  the  Saenger 
theatres,  the  Orpheum  and  Loew’s  State 
in  New  Orleans,  the  Paramount-Richards 
Theatres,  Inc.,  the  United  Theatres. 
Southern  Amusement  Co.,  Dixie  Theatres, 
Inc.,  Henry  Lazarus’  duo,  and  practically 
all  independent  houses  in  New  Orleans. 


Wilkes  Is  at  Paramount's 
Atlanta  District  Helm 

Atlanta — Harold  F.  Wilkes,  former 
branch  manager  for  Paramount  at  New 
Orleans,  has  assumed  duties  here  as  dis- 
trict manager.  He  succeeds  Oscar  Mor-» 
gan,  who  becomes  Southeastern  division 
manager  with  headquarters  in  New  York. 

Jack  Price,  former  branch  manager  at 
Jacksonville,  is  branch  manager  at  New 
Orleans.  The  Jacksonville  office  is  being 
consolidated  with  the  Atlanta  office,  but 
a shipping  station  will  be  maintained  in 
the  Florida  city. 

John  Kirby,  Charlotte  branch  manager, 
is  Atlanta  branch  manager,  succeeding 
Cecil  House,  resigned.  House  is  well  known 
in  the  industry,  serving  in  Atlanta  two 
years.  Previously,  he  served  10  years  in 
San  Antonio,  for  a total  of  12  years  with 
Paramount. 

Harold  Pickett,  former  sales  manager 
here  and  former  ranch  manager  at  Dallas, 
succeeds  Kirby  in  Charlotte. 

The  changes  became  effective  January  1. 


Theatre  Anniversary  Success 
Bainbridge,  Ga. — Celebration  last  month 
of  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Ritz  Thea- 
tre, one  of  the  Martin  chain,  was  highly 
successful.  Clarke  Gurley  is  manager  of 
the  house. 


Oklahoma  City — Three  motions  have 
been  filed  by  defendants  in  the  $4,500,000 
A.  B.  Momand  anti-trust  suits,  all  bearing 
thrusts  at  the  recently  filed  amended  peti- 
tion in  the  two  cases,  6516L  and  6517L  in 
U.  S.  federal  district  court  for  the  western 
district  of  Oklahoma. 

A separate  answer  of  Regal  Theatres, 
Inc.,  to  the  amended  petition  in  6517L 
offered  by  Emmert,  McKenzie  and  Gib- 
bons, attorneys,  presented  eight  items  in- 
cluding statements  that,  “The  amended 
complaint  wholly  fails  to  state  the  facts 
sufficient  to  construe  any  cause  of  action 
against  this  defendant  and  this  defendant 
prays  the  judgment  of  the  court  to  dis- 
miss said  cause  of  action  for  said  reason.’’ 

It  also  denies  generally  all  material  alle- 
gations of  the  amended  complaint  and 
specifically  denies  “each  and  every,  all 
and  singularly,  the  allegations  of  fraud 
and  conspiracy  charged  against  it,  and 
alleges  that  it  was  not  a party  to  or  con- 
nected in  any  way  with  any  of  the  material 
acts  of  conspiracy  alleged  in  the  Bill  of 
Complaint.’’ 

The  defendant  also  alleges  that  the 
plaintiff  wholly  failed  to  comply  with 
Rule  9 (g)  which  states:  “Special  Dam- 
ages: Where  items  of  special  damages  are 
claimed,  they  shall  be  specifically  stated.” 

A motion  to  strike  by  attorneys  for  The 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  was  filed  in  6517L 
“and  for  a more  definite  statement.”  It 
involved  25  points  with  reference  to  the 
amended  bill  of  complaints  and  asks  that 
each  of  these  25  points  be  made  definite 
and  certain  and  that  additional  facts  as  to 
time  and  place  of  the  alleged  occurrenc  s 
be  set  forth  by  the  plaintiff. 

The  third  motion,  entered  in  6516L  by 
Frank  Wells,  D.  I.  Johnson  and  Henry 
Griffing,  attorneys  for  defendants  20th- 
Fox,  Loew’s,  Vitagraph,  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures, United  Artists,  Universal  and  Co- 
lumbia, and  RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  is  a 
motion  for  a more  definite  statement. 

It  asks  that  “the  plaintiff  be  required 
to  make  the  following  points  in  paragraph 
11  of  the  amended  complaint  more  definite 
and  certain,  viz.  ‘through  subsidiary  or 
affiliated  operating  companies’  by  stating 
whether  such  allegaticns  are  intended  to 
refer  to  any  corporations  or  companies 
other  than  those  specifically  mentioned  in 
other  portions  of  said  amended  complaint 
as  subsidiary  or  affiliated  with  certain 
named  companies;  and  if  it  is  so  intended, 
that  plaintiff  be  required  to  name  such 
claimed  subsidiary  or  affiliated  corpora- 
tions or  companies,  and  to  plead  of  what 
company  or  corporation  he  claims  they 
are  subsidiary  or  affiliated,  all  as  ordered 
by  this  court  on  February  3,  1936,  in  cause 
number  4520L.” 

The  second  paragraph  states;  “That 
plaintiff  be  required  to  make  more  definite 
and  certain  the  first  sentence  of  paragraph 
18  of  said  amended  complaint  which 
reads;  ‘Thereafter,  on  the  dates  herein- 
after specified  the  other  defendants  and 
the  following  major  producers  and  distri- 


butors became  parties  to  the  aforesaid 
combination  and  conspiracy,’  by  stating 
whether  it  is  intended  to  charge  by  the 
words  ‘because  parties’  any  other  act  than 
those  specified  and  deferred  to  in  the  rest 
of  said  paragraph  18  and  if  it  is  so  in- 
tended, that  plaintiff  be  required  to  set 
out  such  acts,  all  as  ordered  by  this  court 
on  February  3,  1936  in  cause  number 
4520L.” 

The  third  paragraph  asks  the  plaintiffs 
to  name  “producers  of  independent  films” 
who  were  unable  to  procure  exhibition  of 
their  films  in  defendants  theatres,  to  what 
theatres  and  where  located  and  what  inde- 
pendent producers  were  obliged  to  convey 
their  assets  to  the  defendants,  or  affili- 
ated major  producers  and  defendants,  and 
to  name  the  independent  producers  obliged 
to  merge  with  defendants  and  also  to  name 
the  independent  producers  who  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  business. 

The  next  paragraph  asks  that  the  plain- 
tiffs be  required  to  name  the  independent 
exhibitors  referred  to  who  were  “unable  to 
operate  their  houses  profitably  without  the 
defendants  films  and  where  houses  were 
located,”  which  had  been  charged  license 
fees  “of  increased  average  100  to  300  per 
cent”  and  to  name  the  exhibitors  whose 
prices  for  admission  were  increased  from 
500  to  1,000  per  cent  as  a result  of  the 
complaints. 

Additional  paragraphs  ask  that  instan- 
ces of  damage  to  Momand  firms  be  made 
more  definite  and  certain  and  “to  show 
the  nature,  extent  and  manner  in  whc.i 
the  alleged  unlawful  acts  of  the  defend- 
ants” injured  the  following  Momand  or- 
ganizations: The  Home  Amusement  Co. 
of  Shawnee;  The  Okmulgee  Theatres  Co., 
Inc.;  The  Guthrie  Theatre  Co.,  Inc.;  The 
Oklahoma  City  Theatre  Co.,  Inc.;  The 
Maud  Theatre  Co.,  Inc.;  the  Momand 
Realty  Co.  and  the  Momand  Theatres,  Inc. 


Ascap  Dismisses  a Suit 
Against  Wm,  Strieker 

Tulsa,  Okla. — The  American  Society  of 
Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers, 
through  David  R.  Milsten,  local  represen- 
tative has  dismissed  a copyright  infringe- 
ment suit  against  William  H.  Strieker, 
Sand  Springs  theatre  owner.  Strieker 
settled  the  case  out  of  court. 

The  plaintiffs  sued  him  more  than  a 
year  ago  and  asked  a minimum  judgment 
of  $250  on  each  of  two  counts  because 
Strieker  used  the  tunes,  “Sweet  Sue”  and 
“Bye,  Bye,  Blues”  without  permission  in  a 
theatre  program. 


Meredith  to  Coniab 

Charleston,  S.  C. — Charles  H.  Meredith, 
managing  director  of  the  famous  Dock 
Street  Theatre,  attended  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Theatre  conference  in 
Cleveland. 
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T I.  ROBERTS  has  been  at  full  speed 
^ ahead  with  preliminaries  on  getting 
the  Harwood- Jackson  corner  ready  to  take 
in  the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  store. 
Carpenters  are  at  work  and  the  painters 
were  due  in  within  the  next  few  days  . . . 
The  Film  Exchange  Cafe  got  off  to  a nice 
start  in  its  move  from  the  corner  to  a few 
doors  east  on  Jackson. 

Nat  Wolf,  the  man  who  opened  the  Edu- 
cational Pictures  branch  in  Dallas  during 
the  early  twenties,  drifting  back  into  the- 
atre iDork  later,  was  a pleasant  visitor  in 
the  Ro7d,  Wednesday.  He’s  on  a pleasure 
trip  south  with  Mrs.  Wolf  stopping  over 
to  visit  his  brother,  Al,  and  to  renew  many 
old  acquaintances.  Nat  Wolf  is  division 
manager  for  Warner  Bros,  theatres  in 
Ohio.  He  is  highly  thought  of  in  the  south- 
west. 

A photo  of  Oskar  Korns  revamped 
Grand  at  Pecos  seen  by  this  reporter 
Wednesday,  reproduces  a fine  looking  the- 
atre front.  The  Korn  circuit  during  re- 
cent years  has  gone  in  for  bigger  and 
better  houses.  Gene  Hendon  is  manager 
at  Pecos. 

Fire  in  the  booth  of  Johnny  Long’s 
Strand  at  Yorktown  was  so  slight  that  the 
shoiv  continued  as  soon  as  the  smoke  and 
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excitement  died  down.  A reel  of  film  was 
damaged  and  one  machine  temporarily 
crippled. 

Another  booth  fire  doing  about  $700 
damage  was  in  Joel  Smith’s  Gem  Theatre 
at  Floresville.  A feature  and  the  entire 
sound  system  were  destroyed,  with  new 
equipment  being  immediately  ordered.  The 
loss  was  half  covered  by  insurance. 

After  nine  years  m the  employ  of  Robb 
& Rowley  as  booker,  Delaney  Sexton  is  no 
longer  connected  with  the  circuit,  accord- 
ing to  C.  V.  Jones,  gejieral  inanager  and 
an  official.  W.  J.  Sims  was  transferred 
from  the  R&R  booking  office  at  Memphis 
to  fill  Sexton’s  shoes  and  Ed  Rowley  jr., 
was  shifted  to  the  east  to  succeed  Sims. 
Last  year  Sexton  took  doion  loith  pneu- 
monia and  spent  much  time  in  hospitals 
going  a slow  pace  toward  regaining  his 
strength.  His  future  plans  are  unknown 
except  that  he  mtends  to  spend  some  time 
in  resting  up  and  building  back. 

Variety  Club  members  were  pleased  with 
the  talk  made  at  the  luncheon  this  week 
by  W.  H.  Drane  Lester,  assistant  to  J. 
Edgar  Hoover,  of  the  FBI.  He  practiced 
law  five  years  before  entering  the  bureau 
in  1932.  Variety  is  making  a record  lately 
with  securing  good  speakers  presenting  a 
wide  range  of  interesting  subjects. 

The  John  Stiles  down  Ennis  way  where 
they  have  the  Grand  and  Plaza,  have  been 
(Continued  cn  next  page) 
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Joe  Clemmons  to 
Chamber  Helm 


Beaumont,  Tex.  — Joe  C.  Clemmons, 
president  of  the  Jefferson  Amusement  Co., 
was  elected  by  acclamation  to  presidency 
of  the  Beaumont  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Long  active  in  civic  affairs,  the  new 
chamber  official  came  to  Beaumont  in 
1906  and  grew  up  with  the  town  and  show 
business.  He  was  born  in  Marshall,  spent 
a while  in  Longview  and  lived  most  of  his 
youth  in  San  Antonio. 

Working  in  a drug  store  was  Clemmons’ 
first  whack  at  the  business  world  in  Beau- 
mont. He  became  an  expert  fountain  man 
and  general  salesman.  His  brother,  Theo, 
then  treasurer  at  the  Kyle  Theatre,  gave 
liim  a job  selling  tickets  and  doing  util- 
ity assignments  around  the  show.  This 
was  his  entry  into  show  business,  where 
with  his  associates,  he  has  built  one  of  the 
important  circuits  of  the  nation  which 
pioneered  through  the  Keystone  comedy 
days  to  the  Technicolor  specials  of  today. 

Jefferson  Head  Since  1918 

Clemmons  was  elected  as  president  of 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  in  1918.  He 
also  has  been  president  of  a number  of 
Beaumont’s  most  prominent  organizations 
including  the  Young  Men’s  Business 
League,  South  Texas  State  Fair,  Rotary 
Club  and  Round  Table  Club. 

For  many  years  he  has  been  active  in 
Chamber  of  Commerce  work,  serving  on 
its  board  of  directors  and  was  leader  of 
the  idea  that  what  is  good  for  surround- 
ing territory  is  good  for  Beaumont. 


"Boys  Town"  Film  Stirs 
Tulsans  to  Action 

Tulsa,  Okla. — Members  of  the  Optimist 
Club  and  representatives  from  other  civic 
organizations  and  youth  workers  have  de- 
cided to  band  together  in  an  effort  to  pro- 
vide additional  facilities  in  Tulsa  for 
underprivileged  boys. 

The  organization  meeting  follows  con- 
siderable agitation  for  such  a project  from 
Tulsa  citizens  after  the  run  of  Metro’s 
“Boys  Town.” 

Juvenile  Judge  A.  A.  Hatch,  speaking 
before  the  group,  pointed  out  that  condi- 
tions are  deplorable  in  Tulsa  for  providing 
delinquents  with  proper  facilities.  The 
Judge  outlined  a plan  to  purchase  178 
acres  adjoining  the  Mohawk  boys’  home 
from  Harry  C.  Tyrrell,  Tulsa  oil  operator. 


Geo.  Sumner  Takes  Over 
Bankrupt  Dyer  Supply 

Oklahoma  City — George  W.  Sumner 
announces  that  he  has  bought  the  bank- 
rupt stock  of  the  Dyer  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  at  704  West  Grand  Ave.  Equipment 
handled  includes  Ballantyne,  General 
Seating,  Gardiner  machines  and  Brenkert 
lamps. 

Sumner  has  been  in  the  theatre  equip- 
ment business  for  19  years. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
joined  by  a new  baby  girl  arriving  a few 
days  ago.  Mrs.  Stiles  is  a daughter  of  the 
late  John  M.  Sayeg,  theatre  operator  for 
many  years  and  a capitalist  the  latter 
part  of  his  life.  Since  his  death  the  Ennis 
houses  have  been  operated  by  the  Stiles 
with  Mrs.  Sayeg  taking  her  part  in  the 
operations. 

Lloyd  Rust  is  back  on  the  job  in  the 
Republic  office  after  a few  days  at  home 
on  the  sick  list. 

Louie  Charninsky  of  Elm  Street  was  off 
to  a good  start  in  the  new  political  arena 
doom  at  Austin,  Tuesday,  where  Governor 
O’ Daniel  was  inaugurated  in  Memorial 
Stadium.  He  was  known  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Interstate  Circuit  and  was  given  a 
reserved  seat  with  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. He  met  the  entire  O’Daniel  fam- 
ily at  the  reception  that  night  in  the  lower 
house  chamber  and  said  a good  time  was 
putting  it  mildly. 

Ray  Jennings,  owner  of  the  fine  new 
Raye  Theatre  at  Hondo,  was  booking  on 
the  Row.  He  is  also  the  town’s  leading 
tailor,  gents  furnisher,  cleaner  and 
presser. 

M.  D.  Stewart,  Liberty,  DeLeon,  told  of 
plans  to  build  a new  theatre  in  his  town 
shortly.  The  general  building  idea  has 
been  worked  out,  he  said,  but  details  as 
to  decoration,  etc.,  are  not  quite  set  at 
this  time. 


Painting  Isn't  "Rough" 
Enough 

Tulsa,  Okla. — A true  painting  of  Will 
Rogers  should  be  "rough  and  natural" 
— and  the  much  discussed  mural  in  the 
cowboy  philosopher's  neighboring  town 
of  Claremore,  is  just  that,  according  to 
leading  local  art  collectors.  The  cham- 
ber of  commerce  at  Claremore  has  lent 
formality  to  complaints  of  townspeople 
by  adopting  a resolution  that  the 
painting  should  be  removed  from  a 
postoffice  wall,  as  not  typical  of  Rog- 
ers' life. 

The  mural  embodies  the  life  of 
Rogers  on  the  ranch  and  in  the  the- 
atre. 


Harry  Harris,  Texas  Poster  Exchange, 
has  returned  from  a business  trip  to 
New  York. 

Out  of  the  hospital  in  fine  shape,  B.  R. 
McLendon,  visited  the  Row  earlier  in  the 
week  before  leaving  for  his  home  in  At- 
lanta, East  Texas. 

Other  visitors,  of  whom  were  fewer  than 
in  several  weeks  were  L.  A.  Houlsey,  Texan, 
Throckmorton  and  Carl  Garner,  Lantex, 
Llano,  and  Henry  Reeve,  Mission  at 
Menard. 

Burt  King  of  RCA  is  back  from  Hew 
York,  where  he  visited  home  office  of- 
ficials for  a few  days. 


Two  Texas  Theatres 
Damaged  bg  Fire 

Dallas — Robb  & Rowley’s  fine  Texas 
Theatre  in  Sherman  was  reduced  to  ashes 
over  the  weekend,  representing  a $50,000 
loss.  Fire  started  in  the  balcony,  it  is 
believed,  being  the  same  spot  where  flames 
originated  and  totally  destroyed  the  same 
circuit’s  Ritz  at  Waxahachie  during  the 
holidays. 

Outside  of  key  cities,  Sherman  is  one  of 
the  best  trade  centers  of  the  state  and 
R&R  owns  three  theatres  there  under  the 
management  of  H.  E.  Hardgrave.  Plans 
for  rebuilding  the  Texas  are  understood 
to  be  under  way. 

The  booth  and  some  film  footage  was 
wiped  out  at  the  Colonial  at  Mesquite, 
operated  by  C.  M.  Anding.  Although 
flames  did  not  spread  there  was  v/ater 
damage  in  other  parts  of  the  house,  the 
owner  said.  Following  insurance  adjust- 
ments the  booth  will  be  restored  and  the 
theatre  reopened  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Texas  theatre  fires  were  believed  to  have 
been  the  lowest  in  number  during  1938 
with  only  a half  dozen  or  so  losses  and 
W'ith  the  Waxahachie  fire  being  the  biggest 
damage  coming  on  the  tailend  of  the  year. 


Leigh  on  "Trespasses" 

Hollywood — Rowland  Leigh  will  script 
“Forgive  Us  Our  'IT’espasses”  for  WB. 
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J^UBINOFF,  violinist,  has  cancelled  his 

date  at  the  Municipal  auditorium  on 
the  plea  that  “his  brother  objected  to  him 
flying  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans.”  Pos- 
sibly never  thought  of  taking  a fast  train. 

The  Louisiana  Motion  Picture  Supply 
Co.  now  at  226  South  Liberty  St.,  with  W. 
H.  Castay,  as  manager,  will  erect  a two- 
story  brick  structure  between  South  Lib- 
erty and  La  Salle  square  on  Tulane  ave- 
nue. The  new  building  will  have  a ceiiter 
plate  show  window  with  entrance  on  both 
sides  of  the  window.  The  ground  measures 
28x72  feet. 

In  order  to  advertise  “Tailspin,”  20th- 
Fox  will  bring  Dorris  Bowen,  Alice  Ar- 
mand,  the  Brewster  Twins  and  Jean  Val- 
erie on  a gaily  decorated  plane  for  a three- 
day  visit.  ’Tis  said  the  new  film  is  a sort 
of  Adamless  Eden — no  hairy  chested  men 
therein. 

Louise  Seidel,  screen  actress,  and  Maur- 
ice Rapf,  scenario  writer,  honeymooned 
here  last  week  en  route  to  Florida.  The 
bride  told  reporters  here  that  “I  don’t  give 
a hoot  what  the  California  chambers  of 
commerce  say  about  that  either.  Its  Flor- 
ida for  hubby  and  me.”  After  doing  Flor- 
ida the  couple  are  going  to  New  England. 

F.  L.  Harley,  who  is  managing  director 
of  20th  Century-Fox  in  London,  Eng.,  and 
Benjamin  Miggins,  Paris,  of  the  same  cor- 
poration, were  in  the  city  this  week  spend- 
ing five  days  en  route  to  Hollywood.  They 
were  entertained  by  the  local  20th-Pox 
officials  . . . Charlie  Hartman,  trombonist, 
and  Tonny  Delmado  have  joined  WWL's 
staff  orchestra. 

Buddy  Rogers  is  shy  one  musician  after 
police  nabbed  Thomas  Di  Carlo,  trumpet 
player,  on  the  charges  of  larceny  and  non- 
support preferred  by  John  Avery,  chief  of 
police  at  Quincy,  Mass. 

Grainger  Says  Southern 
Business  Upward 

Charlotte — The  film  business  is  mov- 
ing upward,  according  to  J.  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic  Pictures,  who  paused 
here  on  a survey  of  business  conditions 
in  the  south.  He  came  to  Charlotte  from 
Atlanta  accompanied  by  A.  C.  Bromberg, 
president  of  Republic  Pictures  of  the 
Southeast. 

A few  v/eeks  before  Christmas  the  the- 
atre business  started  fading,  said  Grain- 
ger, who  added  that  the  upturn  now  is 
evident. 


Waycross  Theatre  Repainted 

Waycross,  Ga. — The  entire  outside  of 
the  Ritz  Theatre  has  been  repainted. 
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Into  New  Line- 

waiter  Stoeppleman,  former  East 
Texas  chain  operator,  who  has  entered 
the  business  promotional  branch  of  the 
theatre  field  with  offices  just  opening 
in  Dallas. 

Stoeppleman  Cracks 
New  Business  Hypo 

Dallas — Developing  a new  promotional 
service  for  theatres,  Walter  W.  Stoepple- 
man, until  1937  operator  of  a small  chain 
of  houses  in  eastern  Texas,  has  organized 
Stoeppleman  & Co.  with  offices  here.  His 
associates  are  C.  E.  Duke  of  Dallas  and 
his  son,  J.  H.  Stoeppleman. 

Several  business  building  plans  have 
been  perfected,  and  each  will  be  published 
in  book  form,  copyrighted  as  a book  and 
sold  to  theatres  on  a contract  basis.  The 
first  in  the  series  is  “The  Ti’easure  Hunt  ” 
which  provides  for  two  nights  time  per 
week.  Others  will  follow  shortly. 

Stoeppleman,  long  an  Allied  member,  will 
be  remembered  as  the  self-styled  “Boy 
from  the  Piney  Woods  of  East  Texas” 
who  stopped  the  show  with  his  humor 
and  observations  at  the  national  Allied 
convention  in  Atlanta  several  years  ago. 


Court  Holds  Little  Theatre 
Liable  lor  City  Tax 

New  Orleans — Liability  of  the  Little 
Theatre  for  the  payment  of  the  city’s  two 
per  cent  amusement  tax  has  been  upheld 
in  Recorder  Gaston  Rose’s  court,  Claude 
Derbes,  who  was  charged  with  evading 
payment  of  the  tax,  was  fined  one  dollar 
or  five  days  in  jail.  The  case  will  be  ap- 
pealed to  the  state  supreme  court.  The 
theatre  board  of  governors  claim  that  the 
theatre  is  an  educational  affair  and  that 
its  membership  price  of  ten  dollars  was 
not  a season  ticket,  but  membership  in  a 
club. 


“J^ENTUCKY”  is  entering  a second  week 
at  the  Paramount,  Nashville,  playing 
to  standing-room-only  patronage.  It  is 
going  great  in  Chattanooga,  too.  The 
Chattanooga  Times  says  editorially:  “Ken- 
tucky, a thing  of  joy  and  beauty  forever, 
scores  an  important  point  with  Souther- 
ners— in  it  there  are  no  simulated  South- 
ern accents.  All  these  Kentuckians  talk 
like  human  beings  and  none  of  them 
adopts  the  ‘you  all  go  on  daow  theah  and 
whup  them  Yankees’  type  of  talk.  The 
part  of  the  old  Southern  aristocrat  is 
played  magnificently  by  an  actor  born  in 
Swampscott,  Mass.,  and  he  doesn’t  change 
his  natural  accent  at  all.  The  lovely 
heroine  and  the  amusing  Negroes  in  the 
piece  all  talk  like  Americans,  none  like 
stage  Southerners.  The  result  is  a 
triumph  for  the  cinema.” 

The  C&G  Department  Store  building  in 
Union  City  is  being  remodeled  by  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  for  a movie 
theatre.  This  will  be  Crescent’s  second  in 
Union  City,  the  other  being  the  Capitol. 

Nashville  theatres  passed  up  the  French 
film  “Mayerling,”  but  it  is  being  shown  in 
Murfreesboro,  30  miles  away,  where  it  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  local  Business  and 
Professional  Women’s  Club.  Students  of 
four  Nashville  colleges  drove  to  see  it. 

Joseph  Starr,  owner  and  operator  of 
theatres  throughout  the  South,  but  a re- 
tired invalid  for  the  past  five  years,  died 
January  9,  at  his  home  here.  Seven  sons, 
several  of  them  in  the  theatre  business, 
survive  him. 

Theatres  of  Memphis  and  the  mid-south 
have  designated  January  26  as  Nazi 
Refugee  Fund  Day,  so  designated  by  R.  X. 
Williams,  Oxford,  Miss.,  president  of 
MPTO  of  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and  Ten- 
nessee, who  issued  a statement  to  every 
theatre  owner  represented  by  his  organi- 
zation, as  well  as  to  theatre  owners  in 
Alabama,  Kentucky,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 
M.  A.  Lightman  is  key  man  in  the  move- 
ment at  Memphis.  All  receipts  for  the 
day  will  be  given  to  the  National  Groups 
Committee  to  be  divided  among  the  var- 
ious refugee  groups  represented  by  it. 
Tennessee  hopes  to  exceed  the  $40,000 
raised  by  Texas  theatres. 

Elmer  Johnson,  owner  and  manager  of 
Fox,  Kingston,  recently  married  Miss  Iva 
Holland. 

The  Roxie  Amusement  Co.,  Hickman, 
Ky.,  have  leased  a building  on  First  Street 
in  Union  City  and  are  remodeling  it  for  a 
movie  theatre.  The  theatre,  to  be  known 
as  the  Roxy,  will  open  about  March  1. 
J.  Dee  Henry  is  president  of  the  Roxie 
Amusement  Co. 


Carolina  Reopened 

Bennettsville,  S.  C. — The  Carolina  The- 
atre has  reopened  after  being  closed  sev- 
eral weeks  for  extensive  repairs  inside  and 
outside.  H.  H.  Anderson,  owner,  and  others 
were  present  for  the  reopening  ceremonies, 
at  which  Mayor  T.  C.  Crosland  gave  a 
short  talk. 
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JJECK  EVERETT,  Republic  district  man- 
ager, in  town  and  with  Sol  Davis,  local 
Republic  franchise  man,  touring  the  clien- 
tele . . . Open  house  at  the  H.  J.  Griffiths 
new  Colonial  type  home  which  is  filled 
with  attractive  Colonial  furniture  . . . Max 
Brock,  who  besides  being  a Lawton  theatre 
man  is  secretary  of  the  Yoimg  Democrats 
organization  in  town  for  the  inauguration 
of  the  new  governor,  Leon  C.  Phillips  . . . 
Sol  Davis  host  at  a party  for  Mcrris 
Loewenstein,  celebrating  the  MPTOA  sec- 
retary’s birthday  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Griffith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Falls,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Garrison  Buxton,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Byron  C.  Moore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Akers 
and  Miss  Ona  Johnson  among  the  well- 
wishers. 

Hearing  on  Magic  City  Amusement  Co. 
creditors  claims  running  into  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars  is  to  begin  immediately 
before  District  Judge  Prentiss  E.  Rowe  in 
Tulsa.  The  company  was  builder  of  the 
Coliseum,  one  time  corisidered  a $500,000 
project.  It  was  thrown  into  receivership 
by  action  of  the  Exchange  Trust  Co.,  itself 
in  liquidation,  and  was  bought  at  sheriff’s 
sale  at  only  a small  portion  of  what  has 
been  considered  its  market  value. 

Consumers  sales  tax  collection  figures 
show  a downward  slide  of  9.17  per  cent  fo' 
the  last  six  months  of  1938  as  compared 
with  the  last  six  months  of  1937  for  the 
state:  which  is  fairly  close  to  what  hap- 
pened to  grosses  during  those  two  periods 
. . . Glenn  Thompson  is  reported  set  to  re- 
build his  Thompson  Theatre  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Tishomingo  last  week;  reports  on 
Pilmrow  also  say  Thompson  is  dickering 
for  the  sale  of  the  house — take  your  choice. 

Leading  Ozarkian  citizens  from  Pine- 
ville  and  Noel,  Mo.,  last  summer’s  ‘‘Little 
Hollywood,”  will  be  able  to  see  themselves 
on  the  screen  before  their  picture  is  re- 
leased to  most  of  the  country.  Ralph  Tal- 
bot, manager  of  Talbot  theatres  at  Tulsa, 
and  the  Tulsa  chamber  of  commerce  have 
invited  44  persons  from  the  area,  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  making  of  the  20th-Fox 
picture,  ‘‘The  Life  of  Jesse  James,”  to  be 
their  guests  for  a ‘‘Jesse  James”  day  in 
Tulsa. 

K.  Lee  Williams’  “Slaves  In  Bondage,” 
is  running  at  Griffith’s  Rialto  locally,  the 
first  of  that  type  of  film  in  some  time  . . . 
Dee  Fuller,  manager  of  the  Circle,  had  the 
Round-Up  Club  members  (Wild  West  out- 
fit) as  his  guests  for  showing  of  “The 
Texans”  and  it  garnered  some  nice  pub- 
licity locally  . . . State  Theatre  on  a one- 
free-one  paid  ticket  distribution  basis  for 
“Gangster’s  Boy”  (Mon.)  in  cooperation 
with  General  Foods. 

J.  J.  Curry,  Paramount  branch  manager 
off  to  Dallas  to  attend  the  first  regional 
meeting  of  the  new  Paramount  district 
manager  there  . . . Harry  McKenna,  Wil- 
liams Exchange  booker,  says  married  life 
is  ace-high  stuff  . . . Though  announced  as 
closing,  indications  are  that  Joe  Cooper 
may  change  his  mind  and  reopen  the  nabe 
Ritz  as  Standard  is  contemplating  repaint- 
ing, new  ventilation  and  new  seats  for  the 
house  which  has  been  closed  down. 


Taking  a Shot — 

‘‘Oklahoma  News  Flashes”  in  the  mak- 
ing as  G.  W.  (Goat)  Sanderson,  chief 
cameraman  for  MBM  Productions, 
shoots  the  Oklahoma  inauguration. 
MBM  has  camera  crews  working 
throughout  the  state  photographing 
local  news  scenes  for  current  releases, 
and  is  completing  arrangements  to 
extend  the  service  to  three  other  states. 
Thirty-four  Oklahoma  theatres  have 
displayed  the  first  ‘‘News  Flashes.” 

Miami  to  Launch 
"Gunga  Din" 

Miami  — Two  days  in  advance  of  its 
previously  announced  premiere  date, 
originally  set  for  Radio  City’s  Music  Hall, 
“Gunga  Din”  will  be  presented  for  its 
world  premiere  showing  at  the  Sheridan 
Theatre  on  Miami  Beach  at  8:30  p.  m., 
January  24.  The  time  of  the  showing  at 
Grauman’s  Chinese  Theatre,  where 
“Gunga  Din”  opens  the  same  day,  will  be 
three  and  a half  hours  later,  Harry  Rein- 
ers, RKO  exploitation  man,  pointed  out. 

To  be  attended  by  top  men  in  the  in- 
dustry and  visiting  celebrities,  this  Tues- 
day evening’s  presentation  will  be  the 
major  theatrical  event  in  this  area  thus 
far  this  season. 

Among  invited  guests  will  be  a party 
from  the  British  legation  at  Nassau, 
headed  by  Sir  Charles  Dundas,  governor 
general  of  the  Bahamas,  and  Lady  Dun- 
das. Ned  Depinet,  George  Schaefer  and 
Jules  Levy  have  all  been  down  to  Miami 
earlier  this  season,  and  will,  if  possible, 
return  for  the  premiere. 

Reserved  seats  are  being  sold  for  the 
single  showing  of  this  feature  at  $1.65 
and  $1.10. 

Officiating  at  introductions  of  visiting 
celebrities  over  the  sidewalk  mike  will  be 
Bob  Hall,  now  headlining  the  current  floor 
show  at  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel.  The 
microphone  of  the  beach  radio  station, 
WKAT,  is  also  to  be  set  up  on  the  side- 
walk outside  the  Sheridan  for  a remote 
control  broadcast. 


A lir  IIL  A MT  A 

poST-HOLIDAY  activity  brought  a rush 

of  visitors  to  Filmrow.  These  included: 
R.  D.  Page,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Tenn.:  Tom 
Moore,  Albertville,  Ala.:  Frank  Merritt, 
Birmingham:  M.  C.  Moore,  Jacksonville: 
Ed  Beach,  Thomaston,  Ga.:  Mrs.  Mary 
Hayes  Davis,  Clewiston,  Fla.:  Jack  Craw- 
ford, Gadsden,  Ala.:  Hugh  Maning,  Eto- 
wah, Tenn.:  O.  C.  Lam,  Rome:  L.  J.  Dun- 
can, West  Point,  Ga.:  Harvey  Woodward, 
Winder,  Ga.:  James  Jarrell,  Commerce, 
Ga.:  Carl  Capes,  Buford,  Ga.:  Mrs.  Mack 
Osman,  Covington,  Ga.:  Abe  Borisky, 
Chattanooga:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Weis, 
Savannah,  Paul  Engler,  Birmingham:  Mrs. 
Willingham  Wood,  Washington,  Ga.:  Mrs. 
Viola  Edwards,  Monticello.  Ga.:  Mack 
Jackson,  Alexander  City,  Ala. 

George  Wilby  recently  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Florida  . . . Over  the  holidays  visi- 
tors were  Dick  Johnson,  formerly  in  At- 
lanta with  UA  and  now  in  their  Charlotte 
office,  and  H.  P.  (Dusty)  Rhodes,  for- 
merly with  Martin  Theatres  in  Atlanta, 
and  now  loith  Republic  in  Charlotte. 

GN  recently  screened  “Long  Shot,”  rac- 
ing film  with  an  unusual  twist.  The  pic- 
ture was  well  received  by  those  who  viewed 
it.  The  company  recently  closed  the  Bob 
Wilby  circuit  for  its  new  product  . . . M.  C. 
Moore,  of  Jacksonville,  presided  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  SETOA. 

Eddie  B.  Tomberlin  is  now  with  Peoples 
Theatres  of  Alabama,  as  manager  of  the 
Brundidge,  Brundidge,  Ala.  and  the  Elba, 
Elba,  Ala.  Before  joining  the  Peoples  or- 
ganization, Tomberlin  was  with  Martin 
Theatres  at  Greenville,  Ala.  Tomberlin 
said  a new  house  will  be  built  m Brun- 
didge as  soon  as  a location  is  obtained,  and 
that  the  new  house  at  Georgiana,  Ala.,  is 
scheduled  for  opening  around  January  15. 
The  new  house  at  Bay  Minette,  Ala.,  is  set 
for  opening  around  January  25.  All  new 
houses  are  modern  in  every  respect,  Tom- 
berlin said. 

“Marionette  Moviettes,”  theatre  on 
wheels,  now  on  a tour  of  the  country,  gave 
performances  in  front  of  Loew’s  Grand. 
The  show  is  sponsored  by  M-G-M  . . . 
Patrons  at  the  Fox  Theatre  are  questioned 
from  the  stage  of  the  house  in  presenta- 
tion of  the  “Dr.  I.  Q.”  program.  Hudson 
Edwards,  manager,  assists  in  the  stunt. 


Daytona  Beach  Florida  Opens 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla. — The  Florida  The- 
atre has  opened  for  the  winter  season. 
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Court  Rules  Cash 
Prize  Be  Paid 

Nashville — Despite  claims  of  the  man- 
ager that  the  number  was  fraudulently- 
drawn  by  a committee  from  the  audience, 
Davidson  county  general  sessions  court 
has  decided  that  the  Woodland  Theatre 
must  make  good  the  payment  of  a $280 
prize  check  given  to  Miss  Augusta  Sparks. 
After  Miss  Sparks  had  been  awarded  the 
check  the  manager  promised  to  meet  her 
at  a local  bank  and  identify  her  so  that 
she  could  cash  it.  When  the  manager 
failed  to  show  up,  Miss  Sparks  returned 
to  the  theatre  and  demanded  her  money. 
The  manager  took  possession  of  the  check 
claiming  that  the  number  was  fraudulently 
drawn  by  a committee  from  the  audience. 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  operators  of  the 
Woodland,  claimed  the  legal  right  to  with- 
hold payment  on  the  ground  that  the  un- 
cashed check  was  a gift  that  was  not  com- 
pleted and  could  be  withdrawn. 


Trout  Completes  29  Jobs 

Enid,  Okla. — Wesley  Trout,  equipment 
dealer,  has.  completed  29  modernization 
jobs  on  sound  and  projection  in  Texas 
recently.  He  also  did  nine  sound  moderni- 
zation jobs  in  Oklahoma  the  past  few 
weeks. 


MI  III  A Mi  If 

gEEN  regularly  in  the  box  of  Major  Al- 
bert Warner  at  Hialeah  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A1  Leeds  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Seigel.  Mrs. 
Leeds  and  Mrs.  Seigel  are  Major  Warner’s 
daughters.  The  thoroughbreds  have  at- 
tracted an  unusually  large  number  of  the- 
atrical folk  during  the  first  week  of  the 
season  at  this  track. 

Arthur  Willi,  M-G-M  talent  scout,  mil 
be  down  for  the  vremiere  of  “Gunga  Din,” 
and  to  have  a look  at  the  two  winners  of 
the  contest  being  staged  the  previous  day 
at  the  Roney  Plaza  wider  the  auspices  of 
the  Miami  Daily  News  for  the  discovery  of 
the  two  most  representative  “Girls  of  To- 
morrow.” One  native  Miamian  and  one 
out-of -the -state  “Girl  of  Tomorrow”  will 
be  seleeted.  Both  will  appear  with  run- 
nersup  as  a court  of  attendants  at  the 
premiere. 

Rollin  K.  Stonebrook,  publicity  chief  for 
Paramount  theatres  in  Miami,  and  George 
Hoover,  manager  of  the  Sheridan,  are 
having  the  assistance  of  Harry  Reiners, 
RKO  exploitation  man,  for  the  advance 
work  on  the  world  premiere  of  “Gunga 
Din,”  January  24. 

Alex  Moss  is  down  from  the  New  York 
publicity  office  of  Paramount  Pictures  to 
contact  the  Fleischer  studios  about  future 
releases  and  to  renew  old  acquaintance- 
ship. He  has  not  been  down  since  last 
year. 

Dave  Goyan,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Regent  Theatre,  was  married  last  Sunday 
to  a Miami  girl,  Wai’rene  Zimmerman. 
After  an  early  morning  church  service, 
the  couple  left  for  a motor  trip. 


MRS.  NELL  KELLOGG,  manager  of  the 
Imperial  Theatre,  Wynne,  announces 
the  installation  of  two  new  projection 
machines,  two  new  speakers  for  sound  pro- 
jection, a new  screen  and  new  lighting 
equipment  . . . Preston  Greer  and  Lester 
McCormick,  business  men  of  Green  Forest, 
have  purchased  the  Majestic  Theatre  from 
Carlos  Oxford  and  will  continue  the  oper- 
ation of  the  house  under  the  active  man- 
agement of  McCormick.  Seventy-five  up- 
holstered seats  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment  and  other  improvements  will 
be  made  in  the  near  future. 

D.  E.  Fitton,  manager  of  the  Lyric  Thea- 
tre, Harrison,  announces  that  Common- 
wealth Theatres  Corp.,  have  obtained  a 
ten-year  lease  on  the  Plaza  Theatre  and 
that  a number  of  improvements  will  be 
made.  Owners  of  the  building  also  state 
that  changes  in  the  lobby  and  front  will 
be  made. 

The  boxoffice  of  the  Melba  Theatre, 
Batesville,  was  robbed  of  $76.65  January 
11.  The  money  was  taken  from  a box 
from  which  the  hinges  had  been  pried. 


Smithiield  Sunday  Shows 
Lose  by  74  Votes 

Smithfield.  N.  C. — Residents  of  Smith- 
field  have  voted  down  Sunday  shows.  The 
vote  was  372  against  the  proposal  and  298 
in  favor  of  it,  a difference  of  74  votes. 

The  contest  has  been  going  on  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  each  time  H.  P.  Howell, 
proprietor  of  the  theatre,  requested  per- 
mission from  the  town  board  to  operate 
his  theatre  on  Sunday,  they  voted  it  down. 


North  Carolina  Theatres 
Is  Sued  for  $5,000 

Goldsboro,  N.  C. — A suit  in  Wayne 
county  superior  court  to  recover  $5,000 
damages  has  been  entered  by  Benny  Ben- 
nett against  North  Carolina  Theatres,  Inc. 

Bennett  alleges  he  was  injured  when 
struck  on  the  head  by  a stool  at  the  thea- 
tre last  August.  Bennett  claims  the  stool 
hurtled  from  the  balcony  from  the  hands 
of  a theatre  employe  who  was  committing 
assault  upon  another  theatre  patron. 

Interstate  Circuit  Closes 
The  Lawn  at  Dallas 

Dallas — The  Lawn,  one  of  three  neigh- 
borhood theatres  bought  by  Interstate 
about  two  years  ago  from  R.  Z.  Glass, 
has  been  closed.  An  independent  opera- 
tor said  he  had  been  given  the  opportunity 
of  taking  over  the  house  and  after  making 
a survey  of  the  situation  decided  he  would 
do  so. 


Cherokee  to  Peck 

Monroe,  Ga. — The  Cherokee  Theatre, 
owned  jointly  by  R.  L.  Nowell  jr.  and 
Henry  Tichenor,  has  been  sold  to  J.  W. 
Peck,  former  operator  of  theatres  in 
Sparta  and  Eatanton,  Ga. 


Hint  of  Impending 
Monopoly  Drive 

Oklahoma  City — Charles  E.  Dierker, 
federal  district  attorney  here,  has  returned 
from  Washington  where  he  had  conferred 
with  department  of  justice  officials  on 
phases  of  “a  forthcoming  anti-monopoly 
drive,  with  emphasis  on  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.” 

The  A.  B.  Momand  $4,500,000  anti-trust 
suit,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  similar  suits 
now  in  various  suits,  is  being  heard  in 
local  federal  district  courts. 

The  Port  Port  St  Joe,  Fla,, 
Reports  an  Upturn 

Port  St.  Joe,  Fla. — The  Port  Theatre, 
which  opened  last  June,  reports  good  busi- 
ness at  this  point.  The  house  seats  964 
persons  and  is  managed  by  Roy  Williams. 
It  is  owned  by  R.  E.  Martin  jr.,  E.  D.  Mar- 
tin and  Hugh  G.  Martin.  The  same  three 
also  own  a house  at  De  Funiak  Springs. 


Hapeville  Opening  Set 

Atlanta — Work  is  progressing  rapidly 
on  the  new  $30,000  house  to  be  erected  in 
nearby  Hapeville.  The  house  is  expected 
to  be  ready  on  or  about  February  15. 


^ A W T €>  W IE 

^HE  Roller  Derby  Revue  at  the  Majes- 
tic Theatre,  Saturday  midnight  of  last 
week,  brought  in  around  3,700  people. 
Charles  “Chic”  Snider  acted  as  emcee 
with  Johnny  Fielder’s  Swing  Band  on  the 
stage  and  Paramount’s  “Paris  Honey- 
moon” on  the  screen.  Admission  price 
was  a half  dollar. 

It  was  an  eight  and  one-half  pound 
boy  at  the  LeeRoy  Handleys,  January  7. 
The  proud  pop  is  assistant  manager  and 
treasurer  at  the  Interstate  Majestic. 

“Devil’s  Island”  was  held  over  at  the 
Empire  Theatre  recently  breaking  a Sun- 
day and  four-day  record  for  the  house, 
according  to  Manager  “Buddy”  Welker. 

Manager  J.  J.  Jimenez  sr.,  of  the  Latin- 
American  Film  Exchange  here,  has  re- 
turned from  a recent  business  trip  to  El 
Paso  where  he  called  on  his  boss,  Ralph 
Calderon  of  the  Azteca  Films  Distributing 
Co. 

There  is  one  theatre  manager  here  who 
got  his  limit  in  blue  quail  on  a recent 
hunting  expedition.  He  is  none  other 
than  Johnny  T.  Floore  of  the  Texas. 

Among  the  visitors  to  the  Alamo  City 
here  recently  were  Douglas  “Wrong  Way” 
Corrigan  who  autographed  his  book,  “This 
Is  My  Story”  at  a local  department  store. 

Word  was  received  from  Sherman,  Tex., 
last  week  that  the  Texas  Theatre  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  a Saturday  night.  Dam- 
age to  the  four-year-old  structure  was 
about  $50,000,  it  was  estimated. 
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Ease  License  Law 
For  the  Schools 

Montreal  — Following  intervention  by 
the  Hon.  T.  J.  Coonan,  K.  C.,  Quebec 
minister  without  portfolio,  at  the  behest 
of  both  Protestant  and  Catholic  school 
authorities  of  Montreal,  Hon.  William 
Tremblay,  minister  of  labor,  has  ruled  that 
license  requirements  shall  not  be  enforced 
when  a member  of  a school  staff  operates 
the  projection  machine  for  educational 
showings. 

This  cleans  one  phase  of  a double-bar- 
reled situation  which  arose  out  of  exhibi- 
tion of  educational  films  in  school  halls. 
Besides  the  demand  that  operators  of  the 
projection  machines  would  have  to  possess 
a license  for  that  purpose,  Montreal 
schools,  about  a month  ago,  were  notified 
by  the  provincial  inspector  that  in  fu- 
ture an  amusement  tax  of  $6.00  would 
have  to  be  paid  where  rental  of  some 
films  meant  a charge  to  the  school  chil- 
dren. On  the  license  demand  the  minister 
of  labor’s  waiver  notice  saves  the  schools 
that  fee.  On  the  second  phase — that  of 
payment  of  the  amusement  tax — there  has 
been  no  officiaJ  reply  to  Coonan’s  com- 
munication, though  the  latter  expressed 
the  opinion  the  tax  could  not  be  collect- 
ed where  films  are  shown  to  school  chil- 
dren for  educational  purposes. 

At  any  rate  the  schools  have  been  pro- 
ceeding as  in  the  past  and,  pending  final 
decision  in  the  matter,  have  not  yet  paid 
the  amusement  tax. 

Tire  Montreal  Protestant  central  school 
board  has  an  educational  film  library 
consisting  of  122  films,  all  bearing  on  the 
school  curriculum.  These  are  available 
to  the  various  schools  imder  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  no  charge  is  made  to  the  chil- 
dren who  attend  their  exhibition.  The 
amusement  tax  question  therefore  does 
not  apply  on  these  showings. 

Admissions  Pay  for  Projectors 

For  film  exhibitions,  however,  projec- 
tion machines  are  necessary  and  recently 
about  20  schools  got  together  on  a club 
basis  and  purchased  three  or  four  such 
machines.  The  payments  on  these  ma- 
cliines  are  financed  as  follows: 

Educational  films  not  in  the  school  film 
library  are  rented  once  a week  from  vari- 
ous exhibitors,  and  the  club  makes  a 
charge  to  the  children  varying  from  10 
cents  down  to  two  cents,  depending  on 
the  location  of  the  school;  the  profit  left 
after  the  film  rental  is  paid  is  used  to- 
wards payment  on  the  projectors.  The 
charge  averages  to  about  five  cents  per 
child. 

It  is  for  such  exhibitions,  and  for  one 
other  class  of  showing,  that  the  tax  is 
sought. 

There  are  types  of  educational  films 
which  the  central  film  library  cannot 
afford  to  purchase,  or  which  the  producers 
will  not  sell  but  rent  out  only.  Prin- 
cipals of  the  individual  schools  who  feel 
their  pupils  would  benefit  from  viewing 
these  films  arrange  for  exhibition  in  their 
schools  and  a small  charge — depending  on 
the  rental  costs. — is  made  to  the  students. 


Rate  Hike  Is  Likely  for  Halls 
Housing  16mm  Screenings 


Ottawa — The  office  of  J.  Grove  Smith, 
Dominion  fire  commissioner,  Ottawa,  has 
received  intimation  that  the  undei-writers 
survey  bureau  of  Canada  will  shortly 
impose  a drastic  increase  in  the  fire  in- 
surance rate  on  concert  halls  in  which 
16mm  traveling  film  shows  are  regularly 
presented. 

The  recommendation  provides  for  the 
raising  of  the  insurance  charge  against 
such  halls  to  the  level  of  licensed  theatres 
in  which  standard  films  are  screened,  the 
theatre  insm’ance  rate  being  40  per  cent 
higher  than  the  premium  for  ordinary 
public  halls.  Tliis  decision  may  have  an 
important  bearing  on  hall  rentals  for 
itinerant  exhibitors,  either  in  the  cancella- 
tion of  contracts  or  increased  fees  for  the 
use  of  halls  for  the  film  performances. 
Cancellation  of  contract  would  mean  that 
hall  owners  could  continue  to  enjoy  the 
lower  rate  of  insurance. 

From  reliable  sources  it  is  learned  that 
the  Ontario  government  proposes  to  amend 
the  regulations  of  the  Theatres  and  Cine- 
matographs Act  to  provide  that  aU  seats, 
chairs  or  benches  in  halls  where  16mm 
shows  are  held  must  be  permanently  fast- 
ened to  the  floor  to  prevent  an  obvious 
menace  in  case  of  panic.  This  decision 
will  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  use 
of  many  halls  for  dancing  or  other  social 
activities  for  which  the  floor  is  cleared. 
The  government  is  also  giving  thought  to 
a revision  of  the  law  known  as  “The 
Egress  from  Public  Buildings  Act”  to  pro- 
vide further  safety  measures. 

Increases  in  license  fees  for  16mm  film 
exchanges  and  exhibitors  are  promised  for 
the  new  license  year  starting  June  1. 
The  present  license  scale  is  as  follows: 
Exchanges,  $50  per  year;  transfer  of  such 
license,  $5;  show  unit,  traveling  or  other- 
wise, $10  per  year;  censorship  of  16mm 
films,  sound  or  silent;  English  dialogue, 
$2  per  reel,  not  exceeding  400  feet  for 


This  is  the  second  class  on  which  the  tax 
would  be  collected. 

The  matter  is  of  some  concern  to  Catho- 
lic schools  as  well,  since  they  have  also 
begun  accumulation  of  an  educational  film 
library,  and  a committee  of  the  Montreal 
Catholic  School  Commission  has  recently 
annoimced  itself  in  favor  of  showing  of 
educational  films  in  schools. 


Confirm  Assessment  Ruling 
On  Parochial  Halls 

Ottawa — The  court  of  revision  has  con- 
firmed the  ruling  of  the  Ottawa  civic  as- 
sessment department  that  local  parochial 
halls  used  for  amusements  and  other  pur- 
poses of  a nature  that  are  not  religious 
or  a part  of  the  church  program  are  sub- 
ject to  property  tax  similar  to  that  im- 
posed against  theatres  and  other  licensed 
places  of  amusement  in  the  Canadian 
capital. 

Those  portions  of  the  buildings  not  used 
for  religious  activities  will  be  subject  to 
property  taxation  for  this  first  time  this 
year,  the  assessments  having  been  fixed 


first  print  and  $1.50  per  reel  for  each 
duplicate  copy;  other  than  English  dia- 
logue, sound  or  silent,  $3  per  reel,  not 
over  400  feet. 

The  license  fee  for  a public  hall,  pay- 
able by  owner:  $10  per  year  in  municipali- 
ties having  a population  of  more  than 
10.000;  $3  per  year  in  municipalities  oi 
10,000  or  less;  transfer  of  public  hall  li- 
cense, $1. 


Narrow  Gauge  Product 
Increased  in  1938 

Ottawa — According  to  the  1938  report 
of  the  motion  picture  censorship  branch 
of  the  Ontario  treasury  department,  288 
films  of  16mm  width  were  examined  by 
the  board  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  com- 
pared with  112  during  the  previous  12 
montlis,  these  figures  indicating  the  growth 
of  this  department  of  the  moving  picture 
business. 

Of  the  288  pictures,  only  one  was  re- 
jected while  43  others  were  altered  before 
approval  was  granted,  the  number  passed 
without  change  being  244.  During  the 
previous  year,  deletions  were  made  in  19 
of  the  112  subjects  while  one  feature  was 
condemned  outright. 

The  number  of  foreign  language  films 
showed  an  increase,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  O.  J.  Silverthorne,  chairman  of 
the  censor  board.  Classified  according  to 
countries  of  origin,  the  imports  included: 
Russian,  15;  Polish,  7;  Yiddish,  7;  Hun- 
garian, 4;  Chinese,  2;  Ukranian,  2;  Czecho- 
slovakian, 1,  and  German  1.  Deletions 
were  made  in  six  Soviet  films  while  two 
Polish  pictures  were  subject  to  change  be- 
fore release.  No  French-language  features 
were  included  in  the  list,  although  many 
were  shown  in  Ontario  theatres,  because 
the  board  recognizes  the  decisions  of  the 
censors  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  with 
respect  to  Fi’ench-language  features. 


by  the  city  in  1938  at  the  tax  rate  of 
46.28  mills.  Further,  the  coui’t  ruled  that 
the  French-Canadian  Institute,  which 
operates  a hall  for  16mm  shows  and  other 
events,  was  subject  to  taxation  on  an  as- 
sessment of  $61,250.  Other  properties  af- 
fected include  Ste.  Anne’s  Hall,  St.  Jean 
Baptiste  Hall  and  St.  Francis  Hall. 

Gordon  C.  Medcalf,  solicitor  for  Ottawa, 
announced  that  the  city  would  also  im- 
pose an  additional  business  tax  on  these 
premises  unless  the  chmxhes  took  imme- 
diate steps  to  restrict  the  use  of  the  halls 
for  recreational  purposes  to  actual  mem- 
bers of  parish  organizations. 

Exhibitors  Quiz  Campaign 
Contest  Over  Jan,  31 

New  York — The  contest  for  the  best 
exhibitors’  campaign  on  Motion  Pictures’ 
Greatest  Year  closes  January  31.  Judges 
who  will  determine  the  awards  are  Will 
H.  Hays,  Martin  Quigley,  A.  Mike  Vogel, 
“Chick”  Lewis,  Jay  Emanuel,  Jack  Ali- 
coate,  Roy  Chartier  and  Red  Kann. 
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Construction  and  Remodeling 
Reach  Peak  in  Edmonton 


Edmonton.  Alta. — Largest  theatre  con- 
struction and  improvement  program  in  the 
history  of  this  city  was  completed  in  1938 
at  a total  cost  of  approximately  $250,000. 
And  there  is  in  prospect  for  the  present 
year  a further  rehabilitation  program 
wliich  will  total  at  least  $50,000  with  the 
possibility  of  a much  higher  figure  by  the 
year-end. 

Largest  renovation  program  undertaken 
last  year  was  that  launched  by  Famous 
Players’  Capitol  Theatre  and  which  ag- 
gregated $80,000.  including  structural 
changes  to  the  building,  new  floor  and 
seating  and  the  installation  of  new  sound 
equipment.  Tire  renovation  project  was 
supervised  by  Victor  Armand,  superin- 
tendent of  the  maintenance  and  purchas- 
ing department  for  70  Famous  Players’ 
theati’es  from  Fort  William  to  Vancouver. 


Walter  Wilson  is  manager. 

Feature  of  the  Capitol’s  rehabilitation 
program  was  the  construction  of  a bril- 
liantly-lighted 75-foot  marquee  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  Canada. 

Other  improvements  to  the  Capitol  in- 
clude air-conditioning,  new  seats,  com- 
pletely redecorated  interior,  acoustic  treat- 
ment for  walls,  a new  stage,  terrazzo  pav- 
ing for  the  entrance,  and  a foyer  partition 
composed  of  a wall  of  glass  bricks  five  feet 
in  height. 

Second  largest  theatre  improvement 
project  completed  in  Edmonton  last  year 
was  that  undertaken  by  the  Rialto,  which 
literally  rebuilt  its  house  at  a total  cost 
of  $60,000,  including  new  equipment.  The 
Rialto’s  program  provided  new  seats,  mir- 
rophonic  sound  equipment,  new  projection 
machines  and  lamps,  the  latest  word  in 


air-conditioning  and  streamlining  of  the 
interior. 

Another  of  Edmonton’s  swanky  theatres 
is  the  New  Dreamland,  one  of  the  Entwisle 
chain  of  four  theatres  in  this  city.  The 
old  Dreamland  was  demolished,  and  in 
its  stead  arose  the  ultra-modern  theatre 
built  at  a total  expenditure  of  $60,000,  in- 
cluding equipment. 

Feature  of  the  New  Dreamland  is  the 
smart  marquee,  which  is  styled  in  mod- 
ernistic elegance.  Seats  are  among  the 
most  comfortable  of  any  theatre  in  the 
city.  New  sound  equipment,  new  projec- 
tion lamps,  felt-covered  sound-absorbing 
walls,  up-to-date  air-conditioning  and 
heavy  carpets  are  also  numbered  among 
the  improvements. 

Neighborhood  Houses  Improve 

Edmonton’s  newest  neighborhood  thea- 
tre is  the  West  End  Roxy,  which  was  com- 
pleted last  year  at  a cost  of  $40,000.  With 
the  opening  of  the  Roxy,  I.  F.  Shacker, 
president,  is  serving  a thickly  populated 
section  of  the  city  which  heretofore  has 
lacked  a motion  picture  house. 

The  seating  plan  in  the  Roxy  has  been 
arranged  to  give  plenty  of  leg-room,  while 
other  featm’es  in  the  theatre  are  similar 
to  those  of  Edmonton’s  other  seven  houses. 

This  city’s  theatre  rehabilitation  pro- 
gram last  year  also  included  renovations 
in  the  Gem  and  the  South  Side  Princes.s 
theati’es,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  Ent- 
wisle chain. 

Edmonton  theatre  owners  are  now  con- 
sidering plans  for  fui’ther  reconstruction 
work  tliis  year.  It  is  reported  there  is  a 
possibility  of  the  Entwisle-operated  Em- 
press being  improved,  but  plans  are  as 
yet  in  the  preliminary  stage. 

Architect  Foresees  Films 
In  Business  OHices 

Montreal — “As  commercial  and  indus- 
trial methods  become  increasingly  me- 
chanized and  buildings  are  air  conditioned 
and  sound  proofed,  the  newest  suggestion 
advanced  is  that  the  office  building  of 
the  immediate  future  will  be  equipped 
not  only  with  radio  reception  facilities, 
but  also  with  sound  motion  picture  pro- 
jectors and  even  television,”  Eric  W.  Hal- 
denby,  prominent  Canadian  architect,  said 
in  Toronto. 

First  screening  room  in  Toronto  for 
non-theatrical  purposes  for  exhibiting 
commercial  and  industrial  films  opened  in 
the  Concourse  Bldg,  where  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.,  has  established  a well 
equipped  film  service  center. 

Besides  making  available  certain  types 
of  commercial  films,  this  new  film  service 
center  maintains  a staff  of  cameramen 
and  film  technicians  with  facilities  for 
producing  Canadian  films.  Portable  sound 
projection  equipment  also  is  available  to 
users  of  commercial  films,  and  to 
churches,  schools,  clubs  and  associations. 

Cammack  in  Singapore 
On  Survey  for  RKO 

Singapore — Ben  Cammack.  Latin  Amer- 
ican sales  head  for  RKO,  spent  a few 
days  here  this  week  on  his  general  survey 
of  foreign  territories.  He  came  on  from 
Johannesburg,  So.  Africa,  and  from  here 
goes  to  Java,  Australia  and  then  Greece. 
He  is  due  back  in  New  York  about  May  1. 


The  Dreamland,  Fore  and  Aft — 

Front  and  rear  views  of  the  interior  of  the  New  Dreamland,  shoiving  the 
improved  seating  plan,  new  stage  and  lighting  effects. 
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Welfare  Council's 
List  Approves 

Ottawa — The  Canadian  Welfare  Coun- 
cil, with  headquarters  in  Ottawa,  has  in- 
cluded the  following  recommendations  in 
its  newest  list  of  current  features  for 
family  or  general  patronage,  several  of 
the  films  being  of  British  origin.  Brief 
comment  offered  regarding  each  picture 
is: 

Christmas  Carol — “Delightful  entertain- 
ment. Although  suitable  for  the  holiday 
season,  it  may  be  enjoyed  at  any  time  for 
it  carries  a message  of  goodwill  that  should 
appeal  to  the  masses.  The  family. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys — “A  worthy 
successor  to  the  last  Hardy  picture.  The 
family.” 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society — “Very 
good  light-heai'ted  comedy.  For  young 
children.” 

The  Great  Waltz — “One  of  the  most  bril- 
liant productions  in  years;  dealing  with  the 
life  and  love  affairs  of  the  great  com- 
poser, Johann  Strauss.  For  all  lovers  of 
classical  music.” 

Storm  Over  Bengal — “A  very  good  pro- 
gram adventure;  melodrama.  The  romance 
is  pleasant.  The  family.” 

The  Citadel — “The  film  is  not  as  good 
as  the  story  but  is  excellently  produced 
and  acted.  Tlie  family.” 

The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady — “A  fairly 
good  comedy-drama,  starring  Gary  Cooper 
and  Merle  Oberon.  There  are  worthwhile 
comments  on  our  current  life.  The  fam- 
ily.” 

Heart  of  the  North  — “Outdoor  action 
melodrama,  dedicated  to  the  Royal  Ca- 
nadian Mounted  Police,  with  beautiful 
photography  in  natural  colors.  The  fam- 
ily.” 

Spring  Madness — “A  little  romantic  com- 
edy. Differs  from  the  usual  picture  show- 
ing campus  activities.  The  family.” 

Climbing  High — “Romantic  comedy.  The 
story  is  a bit  weak.  Jessie  Matthews  has 
the  lead  and  there  are  one  or  two  songs. 
The  family.” 

Anything  to  Declare? — “Secret  Service 
melodrama,  with  a bit  of  comedy.  Adults 
and  older  children.” 

Yes,  Madam  — “Light  farcical  comedy, 
with  many  Lively  gags.  Well  chosen  cast 
with  Diana  Churchill  as  the  heroine.  The 
family.” 

Orphans  of  the  Street — “A  fair  program 
drama,  with  human  appeal.  The  family.” 

Dramatic  School — “A  drama  somewhat 
resembling  “Stage  Door”  but  lacking  com- 
edy. Luise  Rainer’s  acting  is  excellent  in 
the  leading  role.  The  family.” 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring — “A  good  es- 
pionage melodrama  which  will  hold  one’s 
attention  throughout.  The  family.” 

The  Canadian  Welfare  Council  repre- 
sents the  Dominion  in  a cooperative  ex- 
change of  recommendations  and  informa- 
tion with  the  General  Federation  of  Wom- 
en’s Clubs,  Pittsburgh,  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  the  British  Film  Institute,  and 
other  bodies. 


Candy  Venders  Are 
Protested 

Vancouver — The  operation  of  candy- 
vending machines  in  the  entrances  and 
lobbies  of  theatres  has  been  protested 
by  the  Retail  Merchants  Ass'n.  on  the 
ground  that  it  takes  business  away 
from  the  local  confectioners.  This  ques- 
tion v/as  emphasized  when  an  agent 
proposed  bringing  in  100  German  ma- 
chines, but  was  discouraged  after  he 
learned  that  the  operator  would  have 
to  pay  a license  fee  of  $25  on  the  first 
machine  and  $5  on  each  additional 
one. 

Coordinating  Film 
Unit  in  Canada 

Ottawa — Coincident  with  the  opening  of 
the  fourth  session  of  the  18th  Canadian 
Parliament  was  the  announcement  by  the 
Ottawa  government  of  the  establishment 
of  a national  film  board,  with  headquar- 
ters in  Ottawa,  for  the  purpose  of  stimu- 
lating and  coordinating  motion  picture  ac- 
tivities for  all  federal  departments. 

The  plan  calls  for  the  creation  of  the 
office  of  a Dominion  motion  picture  com- 
missioner with  whom  would  be  associated 
the  national  film  board  proper  consisting 
of  eight  members,  the  chairman  being  Hon. 
William  D.  Euler,  minister  of  trade  and 
commerce,  under  whose  jurisdiction  is  the 
Dominion  government  motion  pictm’e  bu- 
reau which  has  been  in  operation  for  more 
than  20  years,  Canada  having  been  one 
of  the  first  nations  to  recognize  the  valuB 
of  the  screen  for  publicity  purposes. 

The  setup  of  the  organization  includes  a 
subsidiary  unit  known  as  the  inter-de- 
partmental motion  picture  committee 
which  will  perform  the  practical  work  un- 
der the  sponsorship  of  the  board.  The 
chairman  of  this  committee  is  Capt.  Frank 
C.  Badgley,  M.  C.,  for  many  years  direc- 
tor of  the  motion  picture  bureau  in 
Ottawa. 

The  national  film  board  will  comprise 
the  chairman,  who  is  Hon.  Mr.  Euler; 
one  other  cabinet  minister,  Hon.  Thomas 
A.  Crerar,  minister  of  mines  and  I’esources; 
three  senior  government  officials  and  three 
specialists  who  have  had  experience  in  the 
film  industry,  all  of  whom  will  act  in 
advisory  capacity. 

The  purpose  of  the  board  is  to  super- 
vise and  direct  all  moving  picture  work 
of  the  Dominion  government  in  the  pro- 
duction, distribution,  exhibition  and  stor- 
age of  films  for  all  departments  and 
branches,  such  as  agriculture,  mining,  na- 
tional parks,  health,  fisheries,  national  de- 
fense, forestry,  pensions  and  postoffice. 
In  the  past,  each  department  has  produced 
its  own  films  with  the  result  that  over- 
lapping and  duplication  have  been  in  evi- 
dence. There  is  yet  no  indication  of  the 
identity  of  the  official  to  be  appointed  to 
the  office  of  Dominion  motion  picture  com- 
missioner who  will  be  the  executive  di- 
rector of  the  new  film  branch. 


Consolidation  Move 
Made  bg  Odeon 

Montreal — A Canadian  link  appears  in 
the  announcement  from  London  that 
Odeon  Theatres,  Ltd.,  has  offered  to  pur- 
chase Odeon  Cinema  Holdings,  Ltd.  It 
is  regarded  as  presaging  ultimate  merger 
of  the  Odeon  and  Gaumont-British  chains 
into  one  combine  comprising  nearly  700 
theatres  with  a capital  of  more  than  £15,- 
000,000  (about  $73,000,000). 

Odeon  Cinema  HoldingSi,  Ltd.,  is  a chain 
of  82  theatres,  66  of  which  are  already 
operated  by  Odeon  Theatres,  Ltd.,  under 
an  agreement  between  the  managements 
of  the  two  companies  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  great  circuits  in  America. 

It  is  reported  that  Peter  Aiken,  son  of 
Lord  Beaverbrook,  Canadian-born  pub- 
lisher, was  prominent  in  negotiations  lead- 
ing up  to  the  deal.  Aiken  is  listed  as 
one  of  the  directors  of  Odeon  Theatres, 
Ltd. 

Financing  of  the  project  has  been  ar- 
ranged privately  by  Philip  Hill  & Co.  and 
no  public  bond  issue  will  be  entailed,  it 
was  said. 

The  Daily  Sketch  (London)  said  it  was 
understood  Arthur  Rank  and  Leslie  Farrow 
are  joining  the  Odeon  board  and  that 
Odeon  Theatres  propose  to  make  an  offer 
to  the  ordinary  shareholders  of  Gaumont- 
British  Corp. 


Cite  Propaganda  Value 
In  Seeking  Film  Aid 

Montreal — In  requesting  government 
aid  for  the  Australian  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. Norman  B.  Rydge,  chairman  of 
directors  of  the  Cinesound  Productions, 
Ltd.,  cited  the  fact  that  the  portrayal  on 
the  screen  of  American  fashions  in  dress 
led  to  the  spread  of  those  fashions  in 
many  countries  in  which  the  pictures 
were  shown,  and  many  other  branches  of 
American  trade  and  industry  were  expand- 
ed as  a result  of  the  use  of  the  motion 
pictures  for  propaganda  purposes. 

Equal  use  could  be  made  of  this  form  of 
propaganda  to  encourage  Australian  pride 
and  sentiment  within  the  Commonwealth, 
and  to  make  the  country  and  its  people 
better  known  abroad,  he  said. 

He  stated  that,  since  its  formation  in 
1931.  the  Cinesound  company  had  pro- 
duced 15  Australian  motion  pictures  which 
had  been  favorably  received  both  in  Aus- 
tralia and  England.  Recent  English  quota 
legislation,  however,  had  halted  the  sale 
of  Australian  firms  in  England,  and  gov- 
ernment assistance  would  be  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  industry. 


J.  M.  RICE  & CO. 

Canada  Building:  — Winnipeg: 
Uistrilnitors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTEK 
Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

T he  GOUDEN  VOICE  of  the  SIEVEK  SCREEN 
All  Other  Theatre  and  Projeetion  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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fJAROLD  GAUDET,  who  operates  the 
Capitol,  the  one  and  only  theatre  in 
Summerside,  P.  E.  I.,  now  iniles  supreme 
as  the  amusement  king  of  the  town.  He 
has  just  taken  over  one  of  his  chief  com- 
petitors, the  skating  rink.  As  well,  he  runs 
a dance  hall,  bowling  alleys  and  billiard 
rooms.  His  stadium-type  theatre  is  one 
of  the  most  modern  in  the  east. 

Congratulations  have  been  received  from 
many  friends  by  A.  Lieberman,  Toronto, 
on  reaching  his  80th  birthday.  He  is  the 
father  of  J.  Lieberman,  Saint  John,  of 
the  Maritime  Film  Co.  . . . N.  W.  Mason 
has  his  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  Roseland, 
closed  to  undergo  extensive  improvements 
...  A.  J.  Mason,  Springhill,  N.  S.,  a 
visitor  to  Halifax  recently. 

Leo  M.  Dsvaney,  general  manager  for 
RKO  in  Canada,  paid  a brief  visit  to  Saint 
John  and  called  on  exhibitors,  launching 
a tour  he  is  making  of  the  six  branches 
in  the  Dominion  before  January  28 — a 
special  trip  in  preparation  for  the  George 
J.  Schaefer  dnve  starting  on  that  date. 

His  host  of  friends  in  Saint  John,  where 
he  spent  his  childhood  aiid  early  man- 
hood., followed  with  interest  the  newspa- 
per accounts  asserting  and  denying  that 
Louis  B.  Mayer  had  offered  a million  cold 
cash  for  Man  O’  War  . . . Also  the  cables 
stating  that  Peter  Aitken,  son  of  Lord 
Beaverbrook,  New  Brunswick-born  British 
peer,  took  a prominent  part  in  the  nego- 
tiations leading  up  to  the  announcement 
that  Odeo7i  Theatres,  Ltd.,  had  arranged 
to  purchase  Odeon  Cinema  Holdings,  Ltd., 
a deal  that  was  expected  to  pave  the  way 
for  the  eventual  merger  of  the  Odeon 
and  Gaumont- British  chains  into  a 700- 
theatre  combine. 

Ellwood  Wright  has  been  named  mana- 
ger of  the  Capitol,  Andover,  N.  B.,  suc- 
ceeding Lynwood  Fyfe,  who  resigned  . . . 
M.  Schmalzbach,  20th-Fox  auditor,  in 
Saint  John  on  a routine  trip  from  New 
York,  heading  for  Washington  as  his  next 
stop  . . . Jack  Butler  of  the  Imperial, 
Moncton,  booking  on  Filmrow,  Saint  John. 

A.  W.  Perry,  Toronto,  general  sales 
manager  for  Empire-Universal,  visited  the 
branch  in  Saint  John  . . . Jack  Kaufman 
of  Maritime  out  on  a special  sales  cam- 
paign in  the  Nova  Scotian  Annapolis 
Valley  and  South  Shore  . . . S.  A.  Mc- 
Leod’s Princess  at  Imperoyl,  just  outside 
Dartmouth,  N.  S.,  and  H.  E.  Gates’  Ma- 
jestic at  Shubenacadie,  N.  S.,  have  gone 
dark,  temporarily  anyway. 

Friday  the  13th  found  the  members  of 
Saint  John  Filmrow’s  league  bowling  team 
a happy  gang — rather  than  jinx  them,  the 
13th  had  brought  them  their  first  full  win 
of  four  points  in  13  league  starts.  It  is 
necessary  to  add  that  the  other  team 
didn’t  show  up,  and  defaulted.  Now  the 
team  has  a total  of  seven  points  to  date. 

Speaking  of  luck  and  the  IZth — Charles 
S.  Chaplin,  UA  branch  manager  at  Saint 
John,  saw  the  censors’  screening  of  the 
comedy  ‘‘Topper  Takes  a Trip”  on  Friday 
the  18th,  and  when  Constance  Bennett 


No  "Mamlock" 

In  Quebec 

Ottawa — "Professor  Mamlock,"  the 
Soviet  film  which  has  caused  quite  a 
stir  in  Ontario  among  critics  and  the- 
atregoers generally,  will  not  be  seen  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec  where  the  cen- 
sors have  placed  a permanent  ban  on 
all  pictures  from  Russia  because  of 
their  alleged  communistic  strain. 


and  Roland  Young  broke  the  bank  by 
playing  number  13  all  the  time,  Charlie 
told  this  one:  A few  years  ago  he  bought 
a car  on  Friday,  March  13,  and  one  day 
as  he  ivas  driving  in  northern  New  Bruns- 
wick he  looked  at  the  gauge  and  noted 
he  had  put  exactly  13,000  miles  on  the 
machine.  He  mentally  resolved,  just  to 
be  on  the  safe  side,  to  drive  extra  care- 
fully for  the  next  1,000  miles — and  just 
then  an  old  jalopy  sped  out  of  a side  road 
and  crashed  his  car,  sending  it  into  a deep 
ditch.  Only  superficially  hurt,  the  film 
man  got  out  a pad  a7id  made  7iotes  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  accident — and  ob- 
served incidentally  that  the  date  was 
October  13. 

Film  men  in  the  Maritimes — many  of 
whom  knew  him  during  his  youth  in  Saint 
John — will  be  interested  to  know  that 
Walter  Pidgeen’s  home  circle  had  a fam- 
ily reunion  by  telephone  on  Christmas 
Day  when  the  film  star  and  his  mother 
in  Hollywood  exchanged  a round  of  greet- 
ings with  his  brother.  Dr.  Ira  Pidgeon, 
Waban,  Mass.,  whom  he  visited  last  sum- 
mer. Dr.  Pidgeon’s  wife  is  the  former 
Jean  Young  of  Saint  John.  The  film  play- 
er, many  years  on  the  screen,  has  been 
more  prominent  than  ever  in  recent  roles. 

Showings  of  ‘‘Youth  Takes  a Fling”  in 
the  Maritimes  have  been  tied  up  with  ad- 
vertising a7id  publicity  on  the  fact  that 
International  trucks  were  used  in  the  pro- 
duction. 


Nazi  Production  Wedges 
In  at  Film  Society 

Ottawa — The  Ottawa  Branch  of  the 
National  Film  Society  resumed  its  series 
of  performances  at  the  National  Museum 
for  1939  with  a presentation  of  the  Nazi 
film,  “Tire  Beggar  Student,”  based  on 
Millocker’s  operetta  of  18th  Century  Po- 
land, members  of  the  society  apparently 
having  no  qualms  in  viewing  a German- 
produced  feature  under  present  political 
conditions,  although  the  print  is  not  in- 
tended for  general  release  to  theatres  in 
the  Dominion. 

The  program  for  the  January  meeting 
included  two  scientific  shorts.  One  was 
“Great  Glass  Blower”  which  was  produced 
in  France  and  the  other,  “Bushland  Re- 
vels,” an  Australian  nature  picture  which 
was  screened  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Australian  trade  commissioner  to  Canada. 
The  Ottawa  branch  of  the  society  held 
four  performances  before  the  Christmas 
recess,  this  being  the  fifth  “show”  of  the 
season — with  programs  made  up  almost 
entirely  of  foreign  films. 


pOR  the  past  two  weeks  a Provincial  in- 
vestigator has  been  in  Vancouver  delv- 
ing into  theatre  operation  costs  in  connec- 
tion with  the  plea  of  exhibitors  to  lighten 
their  projection  booth  expenses.  He  has 
been  calling  in  the  exhibitors  for  interro- 
gation and  should,  by  now,  have  a pretty 
good  picture  of  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
industry,  though  it  would  seem  that  with 
the  numerous  reports  sent  in  to  the  gov- 
ernment by  all  industries,  the  Province 
should  already  have  a pretty  complete 
record  on  file. 

The  reported  sale  in  Nanaimo,  B.  C.,  of 
a piece  of  property  which  includes  the  old 
Opera  House,  and  the  statement  that  ex- 
tensive improvements  are  contemplated, 
has  aroused  corisiderable  curiosity  as  to 
the  probability  of  another  picture  house. 
At  prese7it,  there  are  two  theatres  in  that 
city  and  one  of  them  is  being  operated  on 
only  part  time,  which  makes  it  somewhat 
improbable  that  anyone  would  risk  a con- 
siderable i7ivestme7it  rmder  such  condi- 
ti07lS. 

Larry  Bearg,  Famous  Players  executive, 
says  that  there  has  been  a noticeable  im- 
provement in  audience  attendance  during 
the  past  week,  or  two,  but  confesses  that 
the  reason  for  it  is  hard  to  place  unless  it 
be  that  the  plays  offered  have  appealed 
to  the  public. 

Nor7na7i  Duncan,  ma7iager  of  The 
Strand,  did  a clever  piece  of  work  m pro- 
moting “Moonlight  Sonata,”  which  fea- 
tures the  famous  pianist,  Paderewski.  Nor- 
771071  7iot  only  had  dignified  displays  in  all 
the  77iusic  stores,  with  art  exceptional  07ie 
in  that  of  Stemway’s  agerit  here,  but  con- 
tacted the  outstanding  musicians  and 
7nusic-lovers  with  a perso7ial  letter  empha- 
sizuig  the  exceptional  opportunity  to  study 
his  teeh7iique  in  the  elose-ups  which 
clearly  showed  his  hands  hi  action.  It 
was  a splendid  piece  of  intelligent  promo- 
tion which  was  proven  by  a holdover. 

E.  A.  Troberg,  Dawson  City,  is  convales- 
cing rapidly  after  an  operation  and  is 
anxious  to  get  home  again  to  proceed  with 
the  building  of  his  new  400-seat  theatre, 
which  he  is  personally  supervising.  His 
“Family  Theatre”  was  burned  down  De- 
cember 30,  1937. 


Elstree  Studios  Announce 
Fourteen  by  June  30 

Montreal — Demand  for  British  films  has 
encouraged  Elstree  studios  to  announce 
titles  of  14  new  films  to  be  produced  there 
before  June  30,  with  such  stars  as  Charles 
Laughton,  Jack  Buchanan,  Otto  Kruger, 
Diana  Churchill  and  Tommy  Trinder, 
comedian. 

Laughton  will  play  the  lead  in  “Ja- 
maica Inn”  and  Buchanan  in  “The  Gang’s 
All  Here.”  A.  E.  W.  Mason’s  thrilling 
novels,  “The  House  of  the  Arrow”  and 
“At  the  Villa  Rose,”  will  be  filmed  as 
will  Gordon  Beckles’  “Piccadilly,”  and  sev- 
eral other  novels. 

Only  45  British  films  were  completed 
in  the  half  year  ended  Dec.  31,  1938,  com- 
pared with  100  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  1937. 
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An  Early  Industry 
Battle  Is  Recalled 

By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Ottawa — In  connection  with  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  termination  in  March 
of  the  voting  trust  agreement,  effective 
for  the  past  ten  years,  for  the  common 
shares  of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
which  is  expected  to  bring  the  withdrawal 
of  Adolph  Zukor  as  one  of  the  three  trus- 
tees controlling  the  ordinary  certificates, 
the  hitherto  unpublished  story  is  recalled 
of  the  battle  which  was  waged  by  giants 
of  the  industry  for  supremacy  in  theatre 
circles  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada. 

At  the  time  when  N.  L.  Nathanson  and 
the  Allens  were  engaging  in  a tense  the- 
atre building  war  in  the  Dominion  with 
competitive  units  springing  up  in  many 
cities  across  the  country,  the  Allensi  de- 
cided to  take  a further  step  with  the 
construction  of  a theatre  in  London,  Eng- 
land, to  be  known  as  the  Empire.  The 
Allens  sought  $50,000,000  financing,  it  was 
understood,  through  Lord  Beaverbrook, 
Canadian-born  publisher,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a comprehensive  theatre  cir- 
cuit in  Great  Britain,  offering,  on  their 
part,  a portion  of  their  Canadian  funds 
and  an  option  on  the  site  for  their  Em- 
pire Cinema. 

Instead,  Lord  Beaverbrook  became  in- 


Little  Acorns  Grow 


Regina,  Sask. — Of  such  little  things  big 
stories  are  made. 

Manager  Charlie  Bahrynowski  is  an  in- 
dustrious member  of  the  Regina  Kiwanis 
Club  and  goes  to  luncheon  every  Monday 
noon  at  the  Hotel  Saskatchewan  with  the 
rest  of  the  boys.  And  while  they  eat  they 
chat  and  talk  of  many  things.  A few 
weeks  ago  discussion  turned  to  the  strange 
ways  of  those  who  build  buildings.  An 
example  was  the  Metropolitan  Theatre 
which,  with  its  big  frontage  on  the  city’s 
main  street,  had  only  one  tiny  confection- 
ery store  on  the  street  side. 

Which  prompted  Bahrynowski  to  re- 
mark a 20-foot  strip  could  be  carved  out 
of  the  theatre  all  along  the  street  and 
turned  into  stores  and  shops  of  shallow 
depth  while  offices  could  be  put  in  for  at 
least  a floor  above  them. 

But,  Bahrynowski  sighed,  that  would 
cost  plenty  of  money — and  if  Famous 
Players,  who  took  the  budding  over  from 
Alien  Theatres  many  years  ago,  felt  like 
spending  money  he  would  like  to  see  it  go 
for  an  air-conditioning  plant  instead.  It 
was  nice  to  dream  about  . . . but  . . . 

But  the  tale  did  not  end  there.  It  seems 
some  of  the  club  members  passed  it  on  and 
it  grew  with  the  telling.  Two  newspaper 
executives  belong  to  the  club  and,  of 
course,  it  eventually  reached  them.  And 
they  told  an  editor.  And  he  told  a re- 
porter and  that  is  the  story  behind  the 
recent  headline  in  a Regina  paper: 

NEW  LOCATIONS 
FOR  16  STORES 
COST  $125,000 


terested  in  a proposal  from  Adolph  Zukor 
for  the  producing  of  pictures  in  England 
starring  such  celebrities  as  Sarah  Bern- 
hardt and  Enrico  Caruso  and  British  in- 
vestors put  their  money  into  this  venture. 
The  Allens  found  themselves  unable  to 
carry  out  their  plans  for  the  invasion  of 
the  English  theatre  field,  dropped  the 
Empire  Cinema  project  and  withdrew. 

In  the  meantime  back  in  Canada,  com- 
petition developed  for  the  Canadian  dis- 
tribution franchise  for  Famous-Lasky 
product,  primarily  controlled  by  Adolph 
Zukor.  The  situation  was  touch-and-go 
for  a period,  but  the  distribution  of  this 
important  brand  of  pictures  was  taken 
from  the  Allens  by  Nathanson,  this  ob- 
viously being  the  turning  point  in  the 
Canadian  theatre  war.  If  the  Allens  had 
retained  the  Famous-Lasky  contract,  they 
would  have  had  what  was  regarded  as  the 
cream  of  pictures  but  they  found  them- 
selves with  a chain  of  excellent  theatres 
and  few  outstanding  screen  attractions. 
The  Nathanson  circuit  was  named  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.;  the  Allen 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  collapsed,  Nathanson 
eventually  securing  many  of  the  Allen 
houses;  Adolph  Zukor  lined  up  with  Na- 
thanson and,  ultimately,  had  something 
to  do  with  the  turning  down  of  the  Beav- 
erbrook offer  of  $75  per  share  for  control 
of  the  Canadian  chain,  Zukor  becoming 
one  of  the  three  voting  trustees  of  the 
company. 


QHARLIE  BAHRYNOWSKI,  manager  of 
the  Metropolitan  at  Regina,  arranged 
a smart  tieup  with  a paper  towel  company 
and  a major  grocery  store  on  “Angels 
with  Dirty  Faces,”  Had  a big  blotch 
printed  on  paper  towels  in  brown  with  the 
legend  “See  Angels  with  Dirty  Faces  at 
the  Metropolitan.”  A bar  of  the  store’s 
favorite  soap  with  the  legend  repeated  on 
it  was  wrapped  in  such  a towel  and  they 
were  distributed  free  with  every  order  of 
goods  and  with  every  paper  towel  delivery. 
A contest  was  arranged  with  prizes  of  soap. 

Three  films,  Chinese,  Danish  and  Cze- 
cho-Slovakian,  ivill  be  shoivn  by  Regina 
Film  Society  in  the  Darke  hall  on  Janu- 
uary  19.  The  are  titled  in  order,  “Song 
of  China,’'  produced  in  1935;  “En  Saga,” 
produced  in  1937,  and  “Janosik,”  made  in 
Prague  in  1935. 

Regina  now  leads  western  Canada  and 
is  only  second  to  Montreal  in  visual  edu- 
cation, according  to  a report  of  E.  F.  Hol- 
liday, director  of  visual  education,  pre- 
sented to  the  Regina  public  school  board. 
Every  one  of  the  city’s  schools  have  a mo- 
tion picture  machine  and  equipment  of 
16mm  type  for  use  of  classes.  Films  are 
obtained  through  General  Films  and  Gen- 
eral Electric. 

Taking  his  new  salesman  through  the 
territory,  Gordon  Simmons,  newly  ap- 
pointed manager  of  Wariier’s  at  Winnipeg, 
Man.,  paid  Regina,  Indian  Head  and  Moose 
Jato  a visit  last  week.  The  new  addition 
to  the  staff  is  Percy  Cohen,  brother  of 
Wolf  Cohen,  Canadian  general  manager 
for  Warner  Bros. 


Recommend  Parking 
Lot  Requirement 

Ottawa — A new  development  for  the 
building  codes  in  Canada  is  the  official 
recommendation  for  automobile  parking 
facilities  as  a requirement  in  the  issuing 
of  permits  for  the  construction  of  new 
theatres  in  cities  and  towns. 

Many  theatres  have  already  provided 
private  parking  lots  for  patrons  but  the 
latest  step  is  noted  in  proposed  legisla- 
tion requiring  parking  lot  regulations  in 
municipal  building  by-laws  so  that  cus- 
tomers would  place  cars  in  off-street  areas 
wliich  must  be  included  in  the  construc- 
tion plans  for  cinemas  to  be  erected  in  the 
future. 

Town-planners  declare  that  adequate 
parking  accommodation  should  be  a con- 
dition precedent  to  the  issuance  of  a 
building  permit,  the  provision  being  in- 
tended to  reduce  traffic  hazards  and  con- 
gestion. Data  already  collected  shows  that 
parking  lot  requirements  are  in  effect  in 
various  centers  of  the  United  States.  In 
Riverside,  111.,  the  theatres  are  required 
to  provide  one  parking  space  for  every 
six  theatre  seats  while  in  San  Marino, 
Cal,,  a theatre  must  have  one-cai’  space 
in  the  parking  grounds  for  every  two 
seats  in  the  theatre. 


Reading  the  Boards 


Montreal — It’s  a far  cry  from  the  scin- 
tillating illuminations  of  today’s  St.  Cath- 
erine Street  cinemas  to  the  candle-light- 
ed theatres  of  Montreal’s  early  days. 

The  first  theatre  in  Montreal  of  wliich 
there  is  record  was  built  during  the  early 
years  of  the  British  occupation.  It  existed 
in  1774  and  was  owned  by  a Fi-ench-Ca- 
nadian  named  Antoine  Foucher,  a promi- 
nent lawyer  and  notary.  According  to 
E.  Z.  Massicotte,  archivist  of  the  prov- 
ince, the  tenant  of  the  theatre  was  one 
Captain  William,  who  was  succeeded  in 
the  tenancy  by  Jacob  Jordan,  clerk  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas. 

On  the  stage  of  the  theatre,  whose 
name  is  not  known,  were  played  English 
and  French  comedies.  In  1780  officers  of 
the  British  garrison  secured  as  a theatre 
a large  house  which  was  part  of  the  Jes- 
uit Fathers’  residence. 

In  1787,  Edward  Allan  and  Co.  rented 
for  four  months  a theatre  near  the  Recol- 
lets belonging  to  Basil  Proulx.  Two  years 
later  the  Society  Theatre  was  built.  It 
specialized  in  dramas,  particularly  those 
written  by  Joseph  Quesnel. 

Today  there  is  not  a single  theatre  de- 
voting itself  to  the  production  every  week 
of  stage  plays.  Motion  picture  theatres 
have  replaced  the  seven  or  eight  stage 
show  theatres  existing  20  years  ago,  and 
now  traveling  companies  must  content 
themselves  with  His  Majesty’s  when  time 
is  vacant  in  between  motion  picture  pro- 
ductions. Some  of  the  smaller  Fi-ench 
theatres  occasionally  give  French  the- 
atrical productions. 
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Jj^S  a result  of  a voluntary  decision  on 
the  part  of  motion  picture  exhibitors, 
Sunday  midnight  shows  no  longer  will  be 
held  in  the  city.  No  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  by  civic  authorities  since  actually 
no  bylaws  were  being  broken.  Boxoffices 
were  never  opened  until  one  minute  past 
midnight,  so  it  was  actually  Monday  be- 
fore tickets  could  be  purchased.  Not  all 
houses  are  affected  as  only  a certain  num- 
ber held  midnight  shows,  although  almost 
all  participated  if  the  Monday  happened 
to  be  a holiday.  In  this  latter  case  the 
new  ruling  affects  all  houses  equally. 

The  Manitoba  Motion  Picture  Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass’n.  will  hold  a meeting  in  the  forrn 
of  a luncheon  on  January  17  at  the  St. 
Regis  Hotel.  Mayor  John  Queen,  who  re- 
cently returned  from  Hollywood,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  and  A.  E.  McGinley,  film 
critic  of  the  Winnipeg  Tribune,  also  will 
be  a guest. 

Claims  made  for  the  magnitude  of  Cal- 
gary territory  made  in  the  Calgary  column 
of  Boxoffice  in  the  January  7 issue  have 
drawn  derisive  comment  fi'om  men  in  the 
Winnipeg  Filmrow.  They  point  out  that 
compared  to  the  size  of  the  Winnipeg  ter- 
ritory the  Calgary  allotment  is  very  small. 
Winnipeg  territory  extends  from  North 
Battleford.  1.000  miles  to  Ft.  William,  and 
at  least  another  1.000  miles  from  the  inter- 
national boundary  to  Goldfields.  Air- 
planes and  dog  teams  are  invoked  as  aids 
to  transportation  by  train  and  truck  to 
get  films  to  distant  points  in  the  north 
country. 

Holdovers  in  the  city  include  “Sweet- 
hearts” in  its  second  week  at  the  Capitol 
and  “You  Can’t  Take  it  With  You”  now  in 
its  fourth  week  at  the  Garrick. 

Business  in  the  city  has  been  generally 
at  a low  ebb.  With  the  breaking  of  the 
cold  spell  and  a brief  interlude  of  milder 
weather  showmen  looked  forward  to  an 
improvement  in  conditions.  This  did  not 
materialize  and  now  with  a recurrence  of 


cold  weather  the  outlook  is  none  too  hope- 
ful. 

“La  Maternelle”  has  been  well  received 
at  the  Times  where  it  is  making  its  run. 
Billed  for  a week  the  film  will  be  held  over 
for  a few  days.  Manager  Shawn  helped 
matters  along  by  selling  a night  to  L’ Alli- 
ance Francaise,  local  French  speaking  or- 
ganization. The  film  received  favorable 
newspaper  reviews  and  voluntary  editorial 
comment. 

“Professor  Mamlock,”  Soviet  production 
which  has  been  creating  considerable  in- 
terest in  U.  S.  centers  and  eastern  Canada, 
will  play  the  city  at  the  beginning  of 
February.  Present  plans  are  to  open  the 
film  on  February  1 for  a four-day  run  at 
the  Orpheum  and  then  to  take  it  to  the 
Times  for  an  extended  run.  Manager  H. 
B.  Shawn  of  the  Times  is  preparing  an 
intensive  publicity  and  exploitation  cam- 
paign. 

J.  Miles,  president  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  and  Ken  Beach,  secretary -treasurer 
of  that  organization,  are  visiting  the  Mayo 
Brothers  clinic  in  Rochester  . . . Russ 
Simpson,  booker  for  Paramount,  is  expect- 
ing a blessed  event  . . . Ted  Gould  of  Regal 
is  out  of  town  on  business. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  manager  of  the  Winni- 
peg office  of  United  Artists,  has  gone  to 
the  west  on  business  . . . Gordon  Simmons, 
manager  of  Warners  in  the  city,  has  re- 
turned from  a visit  to  Regina  where  he 
saw  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces”  break  the 
house  record  at  the  Metropolitan  of  that 
city. 

Mr.  Roberts  of  the  Capitol  and  Oak 
theatres,  Brandon,  Man.,  was  a visitor  to 
the  city.  Mr.  Roberts  reports  business 
conditioiis  in  Brayidon  better  than  in  Win- 
nipeg . . . Rosalie  Saunders  of  the  Western 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  office  is  on  her  vacation, 
visiting  Hollywood  studios  . . . Miss  S. 
Rothstein  of  the  Western  Theatres  office 
is  the  possessor  of  a new  diamond  ring. 


Theatre  Fire  Survivor 
Favors  Ban  Repeal 

Montreal — Survivor  of  the  Laurier  Pal- 
ace disaster,  Jan.  9,  1927,  Miss  Florence 
Papineau,  of  Montreal,  recalling  the  ter- 
rifying experience  which  took  the  lives  of 
79  cliildren,  has  joined  the  advocates  of 
repeal  of  the  ban  on  admission  of  juve- 
niles under  16  to  theatres  in  Quebec  prov- 
ince, which  was  the  outcome  of  the 
tragedy. 

Miss  Papineau  deplores  the  fact  that  the 
youngsters  of  today  cannot  enjoy  the 
“splendid”  film  fare  which  is  being  shown 
in  theatres  throughout  the  city.  She  rea- 
sons that  at  least  half  of  the  pictures 
being  shown  today  are  fit  for  juvenile  con- 
sumption and  uncensored  at  that.  At  the 
top  of  her  list  she  puts  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  the  film  which  swayed 
the  authorities  to  lift  the  ban  temporarily. 
She  believes  that  the  move  which  is  at 
present  on  foot  to  have  the  ban  lifted 
and  allow  children  to  attend  the  pictures 
is  a good  one. 


Same  License  Cost 

Galt,  Ont. — Rejecting  a proposal  to  in- 
crease the  license  fee  on  Guelph  theatres, 
the  city  council  approved  the  present  levy 
of  $100  per  house  per  year.  It  had  been 
proposed  to  increase  the  impost  to  25  cents 
per  seat  per  year. 


No  Hep  Cats 
Wanted 

Montreal — The  Municipal  Council  of 
Lindsay,  Ontario,  has  taken  steps  to 
prevent  recurrent  “infestations"  of  the 
Town  Hall  by  jitterbugs. 

The  council  ruled  that  henceforth  the 
hall's  second  floor  may  not  be  rented 
for  swing-dancing  parties. 

Police  Chief  L.  Lawlor  complained 
that  when  the  jitterbugs  got  "in  the 
groove"  the  lamps  in  his  ground-floor 
office  were  shattered,  the  walls  shook 
and  the  ceiling  trembled. 


Film-Making  Coach 
For  Royal  Tour 

Ottawa — A photographic  coach  will  form 
one  unit  of  the  Royal  train  which  will  be 
used  for  their  tour  of  Canada  by  Their 
Majesties  King  George  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, starting  with  their  arrival  May  15 
on  board  H.  M.  S.  Repulse. 

This  railway  coach  will  be  a fully- 
equipped  traveling  laboratory  for  the  de- 
velopment and  printing  of  films  and  still 
photographs  without  loss  of  time,  but  its 
use  will  be  restricted  under  the  super- 
vision of  Capt.  F.  C.  Badgley,  M.  C.,  di- 
rector of  the  Canadian  government  mo- 
tion picture  bureau,  to  one  authorized 
commercial  enterprise. 

The  precedent  in  this  connection  was 
established  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
to  Canada  about  ten  years  ago  of  H.  R.  H. 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  now  the  Duke  of 
Windsor.  At  that  time,  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment extended  permission  to  the  As- 
sociated Screen  News,  Ltd.,  to  have  its 
technical  representatives  accompany  the 
Prince  throughout  the  official  tour  and 
one  coach  of  the  train  was  converted  into 
a film  laboratory  which  was  used  as  a 
base  for  the  shooting  of  pictures  of  all 
ceremonies  and  incidents. 

Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd.,  prepared 
a complete  library  of  the  tour  and  one 
copy  was  presented  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness on  his  return  to  England.  In  recog- 
nition of  its  work,  the  company  was  given 
official  permission  to  use  the  crest  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  Apart  from  the  com- 
piling of  newsreel  shots  of  the  Prince’s 
tour.  Associated  Screen  News  also  pre- 
pared photographic  stills  on  the  spot  which 
were  immediately  made  available  to  news- 
papers through  the  traveling  laboratory. 

A similar  plan  is  to  be  followed  in  con- 
nection with  the  forthcoming  visit  of  the 
British  Monarchs  and  there  is  a possibil- 
ity that  theatres  may  be  able  to  secure 
news  clips  for  local  showing  on  the  same 
day  as  the  happenings,  following  imme- 
diate approval  by  an  official  censor  who 
will  be  a member  of  the  Royal  entourage 
throughout  the  tour.  Restriction  will  be 
placed  on  the  number  of  cameramen  who 
will  be  permitted  to  take  pictures  of  cere- 
monies at  close  range  to  prevent  possible 
annoyance  or  interference  and  to  pre- 
clude the  presence  of  candid  cameramen 
of  the  amateur  type. 


"Beachcomber"  Showing 
Gets  P.  A,  by  Star 

Montreal — Elsa  Lanchester.  wife  and 
co-star  of  Charles  Laughton,  made  a per- 
sonal appearance  at  the  Princess  Theatre 
here  the  opening  night  of  “The  Beach- 
comber,” the  film  her  husband  produced 
in  England  and  which  co-stars  the  couple. 

Miss  Lanchester  declared  her  visit  to 
Montreal  had  the  double  purpose  of  both 
studying  public  reaction  to  her  film  and 
at  the  same  time  to  show  the  audience 
she  was  not  the  dried-up  old  maid  she 
depicts  in  the  picture. 
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History  of  St.  John 
Films  Reviewed 

St.  John,  N.  B.  — The  motion  picture 
comes  in  for  its  share  of  attention  in  a 
special  edition  of  the  St.  John  Times- 
Globe  which  commemorates  the  history  of 
stage  entertainment. 

“Pictures  began  in  Saint  John  about  the 
year  1907  and  sprang  up,  mushroom-like, 
in  several  downtown  locations  about  the 
same  time,”  says  the  article,  which  con- 
tinues with  the  following  historical  sum- 
mation: 

“Outside  interests  were  first  to  break 
into  the  business  here.  L.  E.  Ouimet,  Mon- 
treal, one  of  Canada’s  movie  pioneers,  op- 
ened a small  place  on  Charlotte  St.,  where 
the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  now  stands 
and  the  Bennett  interests  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, which  had  several  regular  theatres 
in  the  east,  modified  a building  on  the 
site  of  today’s  Strand  Theatre  . . . • 

“The  late  E.  P.  Albee,  head  of  the  Keith- 
Aibee  vaudeville  Corp.,  New  York,  even- 
tually built  the  Capitol  Theatre,  King 
Square.  His  company  had  been  sending 
bills  of  vaudeville  into  the  Maritimes  for 
several  months  previous  to  the  advent  of 
pictures,  and  among  their  leasehold  thea- 
tres was  the  old  Mechanics’  Institute, 
Carleton  St,,  next  to  St.  John’s  < Stone) 
Church.  'The  vaudeville  idea  was  dis- 
covered to  be  unprofitable,  because  of  long 
railway  jumps  and  unsuitable  return  con- 
nections for  continuous  bookings.  So  the 
Keith-Albee  people  found  themselves  wilh 
several  houses  on  their  hands.  ‘We’ll  try 
these  new  moving  pictures,’  Mr.  Albee 
wrote  his  local  manager.  ‘They  will  stall 
us  along  for  a few  months  anyway  and 
help  pay  the  rent.  I don’t  imagine  they 
will  last  much  longer.’ 

Films  Come  and  Stay 

“But  the  astute  Mr.  Albee,  emperor  of 
the  vaudeville  world  and  credited  with 
being  the  creator  of  elaborated  theatre 
construction  and  elegance,  guessed  wrong 
that  time.  The  movies  had  come  to  stay. 
In  fact  with  such  deadly  certainty  they 
had  taken  root  that  it  was  only  a matter 
of  a few  years  before  they  had  approxi- 
mated the  speaking  stage,  in  all  its 
branches  and  arts,  relegating  it  to  a sec- 
ondary position  in  amusements.  So  the 
old  Mechanics’  Institute,  which  had  op- 
erated under  the  successive  ownership  of 
the  late  R.  J.  Armstrong  and  the  late 
F.  E.  Williams — leased  to  Messrs.  Keith 
and  Albee — continued  a picture  policy  at 
five  and  10-cent  admission  prices  until  it 
was  succeeded  by  the  present  Capitol  The- 
atre, christened  Imperial. 

“F.  G.  Spencer,  who  had  been  conduct- 
ing successful  concert  tours  of  interna- 
tionally-known vocalists  and  instrumen- 
talists, acquired  the  Bennett  interests  in 
Charlotte  St.,  and  the  late  D.  R.  Jack 
built  a fireproof  theatre  of  about  300  ca- 
pacity on  Union  St.,  at  the  rear  of  the 
Wiezel  shoe  store  today.  So  with  the 
Nickel,  Carleton  St.;  Bijou,  Union  St.; 
Unique,  Charlotte  St.,  and  the  Opera 
House  running  straight  pictures  at  times. 
Saint  John  was  one  of  the  first  cities  on 
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QNE  of  the  most  important  privately- 
-owned chains  in  the  province  of  Quebec 
is  that  belonging  to  C.  Auclair,  of  Drum- 
mondville.  Mr.  Auclair  has  just  added  to 
it  the  Palace.  Drummondville,  in  which 
town  he  already  owns  the  Capitol  and  the 
Drummond.  In  Montreal  he  is  proprietor 
of  the  Hollywood,  Laval  and  Stella. 

Empire-Universal  has  arranged  for  the 
shoiving  in  Montreal  shortly  of  the  British 
film,  “The  Lady  Vanishes,”  which  is  re- 
portedly playing  to  big  business  wherever 
exhibited.  The  theatre  in  which  it  will 
be  shown  locally  has  not  yet  been  defi- 
nitely decided  upon,  states  Harry  Paynter, 
Universal’s  new  provincial  manager. 

A television  program  from  Alexandra 
Palace,  London,  was  seen  150  miles  out  of 
bounds  in  the  Channel  Islands.  The  offi- 
cial range  of  the  transmitter  is  30  miles, 
but  a Mr.  Bennett  telephoned  from  Guern- 
sey, 180  miles  away,  correctly  describing 
the  reefer  jacket  worn  by  a commentator 
and  details  of  a cabaret  and  fire-eating 
display.  “We  consider  such  reception 
startling  and  very  significant,”  comment- 
ed a BBC  official. 

Members  of  the  Advertising  Club  of 
Montreal  were  given  a pictorial  history 
lesson  covering  the  United  States  from 
1776  to  the  present  day,  at  their  weekly 
luncheon  at  which  was  displayed  by  D.  L. 
Regan,  New  York  publisher,  a film  en- 
titled “Yaiikee  Doodle  Goes  to  Town.” 
The  picture  showed  the  influence  which 
national  advertising  has  had  on  moulding 
the  nation  and  raising  the  standard  of 
living. 


the  continent  to  settle  down  almost  ex- 
clusively in  pictorial  fare. 

“The  late  Arthur  K.  Mundee  improvised 
a picture  house  out  of  St.  Andrew’s  Curling 
Rink  on  Charlotte  St.  in  the  first  flush  of 
the  business  and  the  late  Fred  Trifts,  with 
others,  erected  the  Gem  Theatre,  Water- 
loo St.,  upon  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Mayfair  Theatre.  The  Gem  was  eventually 
destroyed  by  fire.  Later  a similar  setup 
to  that  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Rink  was 
launched  in  the  Queen’s  Rink,  Charlotte 
St.,  under  the  proprietorship  of  Fred  Sel- 
by and  the  late  R.  J.  Armstrong.  ‘The 
Cedar’  was  the  name  given  Union  Hall, 
North  End,  by  Pk'ank  Stanton,  now  a 
successful  physician  in  Boston,  who  tried 
his  hand  also  at  the  picture  game.  Then 
came  shows  in  West  Saint  John  and  Fair- 
field.  Today  we  have  fine  modern  picture 
theatres  also  in  the  Mayfair,  Waterloo 
street;  Regent,  Main  street,  and  Empire, 
Coburg  street. 

“The  Capitol  Theatre,  King  Square,  is 
the  renamed  Imperial,  built  in  1913.  It 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Maritime  The- 
atres, Ltd.,  and  operated  by  the  Famous 
Players  Corp.,  Ltd.,  an  organization  com- 
posed of  nearly  200  theatres — owned  out- 
right and  affiliated — from  Sydney,  N.  S., 
to  Victoria,  B.  C.  The  Mayfair  and  Regent 
theatres  are  owned  by  J.  M.  Franklin,  and 
the  Empire  is  the  enterprise  of  Nicholas 
Vassis  and  Alex  Demerson,  who  have  been 
restauranters  for  more  than  12  years  in 
Saint  John.” 


Personal  appearances  here  include  Syl- 
via Froos,  stage  and  screen  star,  remem- 
bered for  her  role  in  ‘ Stand  Up  and 
Cheer,”  who  is  at  Loew’s,  and  Elsa  Lan- 
chester,  in  private  life  Mrs.  Charles 
Laughton,  at  the  Princess  for  the  open- 
ing showing  of  “The  Beachcomber”  in 
which  she  co-stars  with  her  husband. 

Filmrow  visitors  included  Bill  O' Regan, 
Ottawa;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Chouinard,  Que- 
bec; Leo  Choquette,  Farnham;  Charles 
Auclair,  Drummondville;  George  Gray, 
Magog;  George  Lapierre,  Beauharnois,  and 
from  Montreal,  Paul  Cardinal  of  the  Roxy 
and  D.  Berzan  of  the  Centre-Palace.  Also 
in  town  recently  were  J.  J.  Fitzgibbon, 
general  manager.  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.,  Toronto,  and  George  Blair, 
an  executive  of  Eastman  Kodak,  Roches- 
ter and  Toronto. 

Associated  Screen  News  has  had  three 
production  crews  out,  one  covering  the 
opening  of  Parliament  in  Ottawa;  anoth- 
er photograpliing  the  Ford  Motor  Co. 
of  Canada’s  works  at  Windsor,  and  a third 
at  Le  Pas,  Northern  Manitoba  picturing 
a new  electrical  installation  for  Canadian 
General  Electric. 

United  Artists’  “The  Duke  of  West 
Point,”  now  playing  at  the  Orpheum  The- 
atre, which  shows  some  very  interesting 
parts  of  the  annual  hockey  match  be- 
tween the  Royal  Military  College  of  Can- 
ada and  the  United  States  Military  Acad- 
emy was  previewed  here  by  a large  num- 
ber of  the  local  professional  hockey  play- 
ers and  directors. 


V 111  CT  COR  111  A 

DECENT  topnotch  films  at  Victoria  the- 
^ atres:  “Out  West  With  the  Hardys” 
and  “The  Great  Waltz”  at  the  Capitol; 
“The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  at  the  Plaza 
all  rated  holdovers.  “Girls’  School”  had  a 
good  showing  at  the  Dominion  and 
“Stablemates”  and  “Suez”  proved  popular 
attractions  at  the  Atlas. 

Manager  Marc  Prieswerck  and  Assist- 
ant Manager  Johnny  Garrard  of  the  At- 
las arranged  a clever  lobby  display  for 
“Men  With  Wings.”  A propeller  off  a 
cracked-up  Northwestern  Aircraft  was  the 
feature  of  the  display  and  was  loaned  by 
Ernie  Eve.  Dicluded  were  a nwnber  of 
models  built  by  Don  Mulcahey  and  show- 
ing the  different  kinds  of  planes  that  have 
been  built  since  1914.  A tieup  with  a local 
store  showing  model  kits  also  was  ar- 
ranged. 


"Hunchback."  "Phantom" 
Remakes  lor  Lugosi 

New  York — Universal  is  planning  to  re- 
make “The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame” 
and  “Phantom  of  the  Opera”  with  Bela 
Lugosi  on  next  season’s  program.  Lugosi 
is  being  eyed  for  the  lead  in  both  pictures 
because  of  his  work  in  “Son  of  Franken- 
stein,” in  which  he  plays  the  part  of  Igor. 
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CO)  If  T A W A 

PENDING  the  outcome  of  deals  and  ne- 
gotiations between  the  big  theatre  in- 
terests in  Great  Britain,  the  second  visit 
to  Canada  of  Harry  Weedon,  supervising 
architect  of  Odeon  Theatres,  Ltd.,  London, 
has  been  postponed  indefinitely,  according 
to  word  reaching  Ottawa.  Mr.  Weedon 
was  scheduled  to  arrive  early  in  January 
for  a survey  of  Canadian  cities  with  a 
view  to  the  invasion  of  the  Dominion  by 
Oscar  Deutsch. 

Oscar  Pelletier,  24.  Ottawa,  was  fined 
$10  arid  costs  or  five  days  in  jail  after 
pleadmg  guilty  in  the  local  police  court  to 
assaulting  John  Dempsey  (Jack  to  you), 
an  usher  at  the  Nola  Theatre.  The  name- 
sake of  the  ex-heavyweight  ring  champ 
undertook  to  make  the  accused  behave 
himself  and  Jack  had  his  hands  full. 

Jack  Yule,  former  Ottawa  boy  and  grad- 
uate of  Lisgar  Collegiate,  also  former  stu- 
dent of  Harrison  Lewis  Screen  Studio,  is 
appearing  at  the  Vanderbilt  Theatre,  New 
York,,  in  an  important  role  in  “Don’t 
Throw  Glass  Houses.”  He  has  been  in 
pictures  with  Betty  Furness,  Lanny  Ross 
and  Jane  Wyatt. 

Because  of  the  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever,  public  gatherings  in  several  rural 
sections  of  Ontario  have  been  canceled  by 
health  officers  who  have  also  “discour- 
aged” attendance  at  theatres  and  sports 
by  young  children. 

Spring  must  be  getting  close  because 
Don  Stapleton,  proprietor  of  the  Centre 
Theatre,  is  getting  the  Ottawa  baseball 


team  ready  for  the  1939  season.  Bill  Buck- 
ley  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  is  slated  to  man- 
age the  Braves  this  year. 

The  Ontario  legislature  is  scheduled  to 
open  March  7,  which  is  six  weeks  later 
than  usual  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
Premier  M.  F.  Hepburn  in  Australia. 
Amendments  affecting  the  Sunday  laws, 
amusement  tax  and  theatre  regulations 
will  therefore  be  that  much  longer  in  re- 
ceiving attention  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Dave  Miller,  former  Canadian  theatre 
manager,  is  now  busy  in  England  where 
he  is  producing  programs  for  the  British 
Broadcasting  Co. 

Concert  Tour  for  Eddy! 
Other  Players  Trek 

Hollywood — His  current  film  completed, 
Nelson  Eddy  leaves  February  6 for  an  ex- 
tended nationwide  concert  tour.  Tex  Rit- 
ter has  opened  a tour  in  Ardmore,  Okla., 
the  jaunt  to  take  him  through  52  towns 
in  the  south  and  southeast  before  return- 
ing to  Monogram  to  resume  his  film  work. 
Gene  Autry  headed  a troupe  of  cowboy 
entertainers  traveling  to  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
to  give  a special  performance  at  that  city’s 
orphanage  and  crippled  children’s  hospital. 

Comeaian  El  Brendel  has  opened  a tour 
in  Seattle;  John  Boles  is  appealing  in 
San  Francisco;  Stan  Laurel  is  doing  p.  a.’s 
in  Oakland;  Monte  Blue  has  an  engage- 
ment in  Vancouver,  Canada;  and  Buck 
Jones  is  in  Kansas  City  for  a ten-day 
booking. 

Returning  February  15,  after  six  weeks 
on  the  road,  will  be  Phil  Regan,  Repub- 
lic’s singing  star. 


j^DDIE  ZORN,  district  manager  for  Fam- 
ous Players  Canadian  chain  in  Alberta, 
has  been  confined  to  his  home  with  the  flu 
this  week. 

Joe  Myers,  local  manager  of  Regal  Films, 
bought  his  turkey  for  the  festive  dinner 
from  Bill  Kelly  of  Paramount.  Within 
two  hours  he  was  thrice  notified  as  win- 
ning raffle  turkeys.  Joe  has  had  half  his 
teeth  extraeted  and  during  the  turkey 
week  that  followed  could  only  suck  on  a 
bone. 

Series  of  Chinook  winds  are  keeping 
temperatures  way  above  freezing  point  in 
the  Calgary  district  since  before  Christ- 
mas, has  kept  up  theatre  attendance  in 
both  downtown  and  suburban  houses.  Cal- 
gary, however,  has  become  hockey  crazy 
and  fine  weather  aid  is  offset  by  hockey 
opposition  on  nights  games  are  played. 
Games  occur  twice  weekly  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  both  good  show  nights. 

Initial  Directorial 
Chore  for  Keaton 

Hollyw'Ood — Buster  Keaton  makes  his 
first  try  at  direction  with  the  assign- 
ment to  pilot  the  next  “Jones  Family” 
episode  at  20th  Century-Fox.  He  has 
been  under  contract  to  the  studio  for 
several  months. 


Moskowitz  on  Coast 
Hollywood — Joining  other  executives  in 
studio  conferences  is  Joseph  Moskowitz, 
of  the  20th  Century-Fox  home  office, 
where  he  functions  as  studio  contact. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON,  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Misseuri 
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Important  Huddles 
At  RKO  Studio 


Hollywood— Important  conferences  are 
on  tap  at  RKO  Radio  with  the  arrival  of 
President  George  J.  Schaefer  and  Ned  E. 
Depinet,  distribution  chief.  The  visitors 
are  huddling  with  Pandro  Berman,  studio 
head,  on  the  possibility  of  boosting  budgets 
for  the  1939-40  program  and  expansion 
of  the  company’s  policy  of  signing  addi- 
tional producer-directors — ^such  as  Greg- 
ory La  Cava  and  Leo  McCarey — to  con- 
tribute to  the  coming  lineup.  Schaefer 
and  Depinet  remain  until  after  the  pre- 
miere of  “Gunga  Din”  on  January  24. 

Selling  campaigns  on  the  balance  of 
Universal’s  1938-39  product  and  tentative 
plans  for  the  new  year  are  being  outlined 
by  President  Nate  Blumberg,  William 
Scully,  sales  head,  and  Joseph  Seidelman, 
foreign  sales  manager,  in  conference  with 
Cliff  Work,  studio  head.  They  remain 
ten  days. 

Amplification  of  20th  Century-Pox’s  Eng- 
lish production  plans  is  to  be  discussed 
with  the  arrival  of  a trio  of  Fox-British 
executives.  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  com- 
pany’s foreign  distribution  head;  Benja- 
min Miggins,  managing  director  for  con- 
tinental Europe,  and  P.  L.  Harley,  dis- 
tribution executive,  are  due  in  for  huddles 
with  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Darryl  Zanuck, 
Robert  Kane,  head  of  the  British  unit, 
and  Monte  Banks,  who  directs  under  Kane. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  president, 
has  returned  from  a New  York  trip,  to 
remain  for  several  months.  George  Weeks, 
sales  manager,  is  here  for  conferences  with 
Johnston  and  Scott  Dimlap,  production 
chief,  and  will  also  make  a tour  of  Mono- 
gram’s western  exchanges. 

Dario  Faralla,  producing  Spanish-lan- 
guage  films  for  Paramount  release,  is  in 
New  York  for  conferences  ■with  Para- 
mount executives  on  future  product.  Frank 
Seltzer,  publicity  chief  for  Hal  Roach,  has 
returned  from  a three-week  trip  east  dur- 
ing which  he  directed  exploitation  of 
“Topper  Takes  a Trip.” 

Ben  Simon  Testimonial 
Plans  in  Progress 

New  Haven — ^Plans  are  in  progress  for 
a testimonial  dinner  to  be  tendered  Ben 
Simon,  20th-Pox  manager,  by  his  co- 
workers on  Meadow  St.  at  the  Racebrook 
Country  Club  on  February  7.  The  occa- 
sion is  Simon’s  20th  anniversary  on  the 
local  Pilmrow,  the  last  14  of  which  have 
been  in  association  with  Fox. 

Barney  Pitkin  is  chairman  of  the  event. 

Montague  Reports  Deal 
With  Hawaiian  Chain 

Chicago — Passing  through  en  route  back 
to  New  York  with  Mrs.  Montague,  Abe 
Montague,  general  sales  manager  of  Co- 
lumbia, said  that  he  had  completed  a new 
deal  -with  Consolidated  Theatres  of  Ha- 
waii, while  he  was  in  Honolulu.  The  deal 
covers  about  60  houses  in  the  Consolidated 
circuit. 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Soup  to  Mutts 

Universal  (Lantz  Cartune)  7 Minutes 
Bearing  the  “for  juvenile  pastime  only” 
trademark,  this,  too  obviously,  fulfills  its 
mission.  The  situations  are  those  that 
have  appeared  in  countless  pre-vious  ef- 
forts, revolving  about  an  amateur  show 
in  Dogland.  In  this  instance,  cats,  are 
barred  from  competition.  But  one  feline 
finds  a discarded  dog  skin,  wins  a prize, 
and  is  just  about  to  scram  when  the  false 
hide  reveals  the  damaging  truth. 


I'm  Just  a Jitterbug 

Universal  (Lantz  Cartune)  7 Minutes 
There’s  a goodly  share  of  amusement 
here,  probably  as  much  for  the  parents  as 
well  as  their  offsprings.  When  the  per- 
sonnel of  a cartoon  studio  checks  out  for 
the  day  one  of  the  drawing  board  char- 
acters comes  to  life.  He  turns  out  to 
be  a jitterbug,  and,  for  company,  rounds 
up  the  woodland  friends  and  other  story- 
book characters  for  a swing  dance  session. 
The  music  and  the  “business”  make  for  a 
lot  of  fun. 


Going  Places 

Universal  (No.  58)  9 Minutes 

The  usual  assemblage  of  out-of-the  or- 
dinary places  and  incidents,  this  makes 
for  interesting  relaxation.  The  traditional 
windmill  along  Cape  Cod  gets  a thorough 
going  over.  There  are  a number  of  pic- 
turesque shots  of  these  giant  arms,  quaint- 
ly reminiscent  of  Holland  and  old  Colonial 
Days.  Also  a bit  of  a craftsman  of  the 
trade,  who  makes  replicas  of  the  large 
windmills.  Second  sequence  is  devoted  to 


Corsica.  This,  in  the  usual  style,  is  an 
absorbing  bit  about  a chapter  of  history 
not  too  well  known  among  the  average 
patron.  Graham  McNamee  brings  out 
some  colorful  off-screen  facts. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  58)  91/2  Minutes 

As  do  most  reels  of  this  series,  the  new- 
est release  covers  a variety  of  unusual 
people  and  their  work.  Tliere’s  a bit  on 
dirtless  farming,  wherein  farm  products 
are  made  to  grow  better  and  quicker  with 
certain  chemicals.  Also  a schoolmaster, 
who  competes  with  student  marble  champs 
with  a holiday  for  a stake.  Forerunner 
of  the  modem  submarine  is  shown  in  a 
soldiers’  home  in  New  Orleans.  Flowers 
made  from  fish  bones,  a self-loading  truck, 
historical  dolls  as  an  aid  in  education  and 
a strange  assortment  of  bells  rounds  out 
the  reel. 


Nautical  Knights 

Universal  (Mentone  Bi’evity)  19  Minutes 
A better  than  average  balance  of  good 
variety  turns  puts  this  in  the  all-audience 
category.  Arthm*  and  Morton  Havel  are 
genuinely  amusing  in  their  spot  as  mas- 
ters of  ceremonies.  Tlieir  material  is  fresh 
and  well  delivered.  The  comedy  classic 
ballroom  dance  of  Moore  and  Revel  is  an 
outstanding  contribution  to  this  ultra- 
serious  art.  Judy  Starr,  air  favorite  since 
her  association  with  Hal  Kemp’s  orchestra, 
does  very  well  with  a popular  novelty  song. 
Stump  and  Stumpy,  colored  lads,  perform 
some  intricate  tap-dance  steps,  while  the 
Ghezzis  get  off  an  interesting  balancing 
bit. 


Production  Almost  Sees  Trade's  Focus 
Back  to  Normal  On  Domestic  Mart 


Hollvwood — Production  is  back  virtual- 
ly to  normal  proportions  after  slipping 
back  several  notches  during  the  first  weeks 
of  the  new  year.  Forty  are  in  the  worlds 
and  ten  more  slated  for  immediate  starts, 
a jiunp  of  four  over  last  week’s  36. 

Paramount  and  Metro  each  has  eight 
before  the  cameras.  Paramount  launched 
a super-special,  “Beau  (Teste,”  on  location, 
while  Metro  rushed  “Lucky  Night,”  co- 
starring  Robert  Taylor  and  Myrna  Loy, 
into  work. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  had  three  new 
starts,  “Rose  of  Washington  Square,”  a 
top-budgeter,  “The  Gorilla”  and  “Charlie 
Chan  in  Reno.”  Studio  has  five  in  work. 
Warner  started  “Hell’s  Kitchen”  to  total 
six  before  the  cameras.  Columbia  is  film- 
ing five,  including  “Outside  These  Walls,” 
a new  start.  Republic  has  a similar  num- 
ber, one  of  which,  “Undercover  Woman,” 
was  just  given  the  go  signal.  Monogram 
has  begun  filming  “The  Mystery  of  Mr. 
Wong”  and  “Boys’  Reformatory,”  giving 


Holly-wood — Adding  his  opinion  to  that 
already  held  by  numerous  industry  lead- 
ers, Stephen  Slesinger,  New  York  pub- 
lisher of  syndicated  material  and  children’s 
books,  declared  upon  his  arrival  here  that 
producers  must,  hereafter,  concentrate  on 
maldng  films  for  domestic  distribution  and 
that,  according  to  his  -view,  the  European 
market  is  in  large  measure  permanently 
closed  to  American  pictures. 

This  curtailment  will  not  reflect  itself 
in  a loss,  of  revenue,  however,  Slesinger 
declared,  as  he  opined  that  films  aimed 
directly  at  American  markets  will  be  just 
as  profitable.  The  publisher  is  here  to 
select  a site  for  a motion  picture  studio 
for  the  production  of  cartoon  subjects  on 
books  to  which  he  has  publishing  rights. 


it  a total  of  three. 

United  Artists,  Universal  and  RKO  Radio 
listed  no  new  starts.  UA  has  two  in 
work;  Universal  is  filming  five;  and  RKO 
production  remains  at  four. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


SeLllna  Seati^ 


Striking  Campaigns 
For  Revival  Trio 


Redskins  Bally  "Suez" — 

Hollywood — Here’s  how  Dave  Martin, 
manager  of  the  Paramount,  used  a Navajo 
Indian  couple  to  ballyhoo  “Suez.”  Martin 
borrowed  the  couple  from  a local  depart- 
ment store  and  had  the  pair  bedecked  in 
their  native  costumes  work  in  the  foyer 

"Scotiie  Dog  Contest" 
Heavily  Publicized 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — A “scottie  dog  con- 
test” arranged  by  Lester  Pollock,  mana- 
ger of  Loew’s  Rochester,  with  the  Roches- 
ter Evening  News  snared  plenty  of  news- 
paper space  as  part  of  the  campaign  on 
“A  Christmas  Carol.” 

Two  pedigreed  scotties,  “Christmas 
Carol”  and  “The  Holy  Terror,”  were 
awarded  to  the  two  youngsters  writing 
the  best  letters  on  “Why  Every  Home 
Should  Have  a Dog?” 

The  contest  was  limited  to  youngsters 
from  seven  to  16.  In  addition,  there  were 
25  guest  theatre  tickets  for  the  next  best 
letters.  The  scotties  who  were  kept  in  a 
kennel  placed  in  the  lobby,  did  their  share 
in  attracting  a heavy  holiday  trade. 

How  the  New  Haven  Poli 
Is  Selling  Two  Films 

New  Haven  — Unusually  fine  life-size 
standees  appear  in  the  Poli  lobby  on 
“Idiot’s  Delight”  and  “Honolulu,”  forth- 
coming M-G-M  attractions. 

For  “Honolulu”  Manager  Bob  Russell 
has  arranged  a comer  display  with  Eleanor 
Powell  in  a setting  of  palm  trees,  a re- 
flector for  water  in  the  foreground,  blink- 
ing cutout  stars  and  a moon  in  the  back- 
ground. Atmospheric  music  is  controlled 
from  the  manager’s  desk. 


of  the  theatre.  Two  special  floods  bor- 
rowed from  a photographer  were  used  to 
illuminate  the  display  and  it  attracted  a 
great  number  of  onlookers.  It’s  a very 
colorful  way  of  putting  to  good  use  the 
Ripley  Beheve-It-Or-Not  angle. 

"PayoH  Bingo"  Popular 
As  Stunt  for  Serial 

New  York — A good  stunt  to  keep  the 
youngsters  retm-ning  for  the  duration  of  a 
serial  was  tried  with  considerable  success 
by  A1  Simon  of  the  Inwood,  Forest  Hills. 
Simon  Inaugurated  “payoff  bingo”  for  the 
boys  and  girls.  He  distributes  numbered 
cards  which  are  punched  at  each  session. 
Wlien  the  card  is  turned  in,  the  boy  or 
girl  receives  a free  admission. 

For  ‘"rhe  Citadel,”  Simon  invited  pidnci- 
pals  and  teachers  of  five  local  schools  as 
his  guest  for  the  opening  night  with  a 
unanimous  response  by  all,  resulting  in 
considerable  goodwill.  A tieup  with  the 
local  Queen  Medical  Center  was  also  made. 


Veterans  and  Filmack  in 
Patriotic  Reel  Tieup 

Chicago — The  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
headquarters  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is  spon- 
soring an  official  “Star-Spangled  Ban- 
ner” singing  reel  which  is  being  released 
through  Filmack  Trailer  Co.,  Chicago. 

Tlie  special  patriotic  trailer,  150  feet  in 
length,  opens  with  a formal  statement 
asking  the  audience  to  stand  up  and  sing 
the  national  anthem.  This  is  followed  by 
a mixed  chorus  of  voices  singing  the  song 
as  the  words  appear  on  the  screen,  en- 
abling the  audience  to  take  part. 


Albany,  N.  Y. — A revival  of  “All  Quiet 
on  the  Western  Fi'ont”  and  the  “Fi'anken- 
stein-Dracula”  combination  enabled  Ed- 
die Selette,  of  the  Warner  Albany  here, 
to  put  on  two  striking  campaigns. 

For  “All  Quiet,”  Selette  had  flags  of  all 
nations  over  the  marquee  and  lobby.  A 
big  display  of  sandbags,  machine  guns, 
rifles,  bullets  and  shells  was  placed  in  the 
lobby  with  a boy  in  a German  imiform  on 
guard.  Also  hanging  from  various  places 
in  the  lobby  were  helmets,  gas  masks  and 
other  military  equipment.  In  addition,  a 
large  tractor  was  promoted  to  roam  the 
streets  with  theatre  copy  and  then  park- 
ed in  front  of  the  theatre. 

The  eerie  was  emphasized  in  the  cam- 
paign on  the  “horror”  pictures.  Green 
bulbs  were  placed  through  the  the- 
atre, giving  the  house  a weird  appearance. 
Cardboard  skeletons  hung  from  the  mar- 
quee and  lobby.  Illuminated  skull  masks 
were  included.  There  was  a lobby  display 
of  medical  supplies  with  an  operating 
table.  A screaming  record  was  played  all 
day.  Two  dummy  skeletons  were  placed 
on  each  side  of  the  boxoffice  and  a boy 
dressed  in  a skeleton  outfit  paraded  the 
streets.  The  entire  staff  dressed  as  in- 
ternes and  green  flares  were  burned  on  the 
curb  after  dark. 

Council  of  Stars  Aid 
"March  of  Dimes" 

New  York — TTie  “March  of  Dimes”  por- 
tion of  the  President’s  infantile  paralysis 
campaign  began  Wednesday  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Suggested  by  Eddie  Can- 
tor, the  campaign  has  a “Council  of  Stars” 
headed  by  him,  which  includes  the  fol- 
lowing : 

George  Jessel,  Jack  Benny,  Deanna  Dur- 
bin, Tyrone  Power,  Lanny  Ross,  Fred  Al- 
len, Joe  Penner,  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Andre 
Kostelanetz,  Lily  Pons,  Jeanette  MacDon- 
ald, Bob  Ripley,  Walter  Winchell,  Grade 
Allen,  George  Burns,  Lawrence  Tibbett, 
Charles  Butterworth,  Nelson  Eddy,  Jascha 
Heifetz,  Bing  Crosby,  Rudy  Vallee,  Jack 
Haley,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Gladys 
Swarthout. 

Newspaper,  Theatre  in 
Cooking  School  Tie 

Springfield,  III. — ^When  a newspaper 
cooking  school  became  competition  for 
M.  E.  Berman  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
here  he  persuaded  the  Illinois  State  Jour- 
nal to  put  the  cooking  school  into  his 
theatre.  As  a result  he  salvaged  many 
admissions  that  would  have  been  pulled 
away  by  the  state  armory  where  the 
school  previously  had  been  held. 
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Jesse  James  Gang 
Down  Broadwag 

New  York — Jesse  James  and  his  mask- 
ed riders  rode  through  New  York  City  the 
other  day,  and  all  for  the  world  premiere 
of  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Jesse  James”  at 
the  Roxy  Theatre  here. 

Riding  down  Broadway  from  49th  street 
to  the  Battery,  the  James  gang,  wearing 
black  sombreros,  boots,  1870  clothes  and 
masks  of  red  bandana  handkerchiefs,  at- 
tracted thousands  of  onlookers.  At  Broad 
and  Wall  Sts.,  between  the  sub-treasury 
building  and  the  home  of  J.  P.  Morgan 
& Co.,  the  galloping  horsemen  created  the 
greatest  traffic  crush.  Pedestrians  crowd- 
ed into  the  streets,  making  it  impossible 
for  taxicabs  and  automobiles  to  move. 

Prom  the  financial  district  the  horse- 
men rode  over  to  the  Battery  and  staged 
a holdup  of  an  armored  truck  for  the 
newsreel  cameramen.  This  little  job  fin- 
ished, the  James  gang  trotted  up  Fifth 
Ave.,  to  59th  St.  and  back  down  Broadway 
to  Times  Square  and  the  Grand  Central 
station. 


Three  New  England  Cities 
Plan  Series  of  Stunts 

New  Haven — A series  of  21  stunts  have 
been  arranged  for  the  showing  of  “Jesse 
James”  at  the  Poli  in  New  Haven,  Hart- 
ford and  Bridgeport.  Among  the  ballyhoo 
ideas  will  be  a horseback  ride  of  a Jesse 
James  impersonator  through  the  three 
cities  and  then  on  to  the  Roxy,  New  York 
City,  carrying  messages  from  the  governor 
and  mayors  of  the  cities. 

In  Hartford,  permission  was  received 
from  the  police  to  stage  a holdup  by  “Jesse 
James”  of  a stage  coach  on  the  main 
street.  Posters  offering  “$5,000  worth  of 
entertainment  reward”  in  seeing  “Jesse 
James”  were  hung  on  fences,  posts  and  in 
the  windows.  Permission  was  sought  to 
“hold  up”  the  train  transporting  the  film. 


Reviewers'  Contest  Aids 
"Trade  Winds"  Run 

New  York — A “Write  Your  Own  Review” 
contest  was  planted  in  the  Journal- Amer- 
ican by  United  Artists  for  the  showing  of 
“Trade  Winds”  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall.  Participants  were  required  to  see 
the  picture  before  submitting  their  esti- 
mate of  the  film. 

The  contest  prize  list  was  headed  by  a 
first  award  of  a de  luxe  roimd  trip  and  a 
216-day  stay  in  Bermuda  for  two  persons. 
Nine  other  cash  prizes  are  offered  to  the 
runnerup. 

Judges  for  the  contest  were  Predric 
March,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  di- 
rector of  the  Music  Hall;  Harry  Kosiner, 
Walter  Wanger’s  eastern  representative, 
and  Lsmn  Famol. 


Girls'  Popularity  Contest 
Clicking  at  Theatre 

Springfield,  III. — With  an  eye  for  busi- 
ness, Max  Tschauder,  manager  of  the 
Roxy  Theatre,  one  of  the  Frisina  theatres 
cooperating  with  the  Illinois  State  Journal, 
is  sponsoring  a popularity  contest  which 
will  directly  benefit  the  Frisina  theatres. 

To  enter  the  contest,  girls  fill  out  a 
coupon  appearing  in  the  newspaper.  Extra 
votes  are  secured  through  tickets  issued 
with  each  adult  paid  admission  at  any  of 
the  five  Frisina  Springfield  theatres. 
Girls  also  win  extra  votes  through  the 
sale  of  special  coupon  books. 

The  incentive  to  enter  the  contest  is 
a round  trip  to  Hollywood,  first  prize,  and 
other  prizes  of  $50,  $25,  and  one  year’s, 
six  months’  and  three  months’  passes  to 
the  Frisina  theatres. 

Himdreds  of  the  coupon  books  have  been 
reported  sold  through  the  efforts  of  the 
girls. 


Academy  on  Parade  for 
"Duke  of  West  Point" 

Milwaukee  — Col.  Roy  Parrand,  presi- 
dent of  St.  John’s  Military  Academy,  Dela- 
field,  Wis.,  took  advantage  of  a special 
invitation  from  Edward  Small,  Hollywood 
producer,  tendered  through  Harry  Mac- 
Etonald,  manager  of  the  Warner  Theatre 
here,  to  view  “The  Duke  of  West  Point”  at 
the  Warner  here. 

The  colonel,  his  staff  and  the  student 
body,  munbering  400,  arrived  here  at  1 
p.  m.  and  paraded  to  the  theatre,  headed 
by  the  St.  John’s  military  band.  Dela- 
field  is  about  25  miles  from  Milwaukee. 


Pag  as  You  Leave 
Idea  Succeeds 

Philadelphia — Harry  Fried,  operator  of 
the  Suburban  Theatre,  Ardmore,  recently 
solved  the  problem  of  selling  a picture  to 
the  public  that  didn’t  carry  big  names. 

In  a preview  screening  he  saw  RKO’s 
“Man  to  Remember.”  He  liked  the  picture 
and  knew  that  it  would  go  over  with  the 
class  audience  to  which  his  theatre 
caters.  The  house  is  in  a swanky  suburb 
of  Philadelphia. 

Fried  thought  it  over  and  hit  upon  the 
idea  of  allowing  patrons  to  pay  as  they 
left  the  theatre — and  only  if  they  liked 
the  picture.  A bit  of  advertising  that 
caught  the  fancy  of  newspaper  editors  in 
the  area  did  the  trick. 

On  the  opening  day  more  than  1,500 
persons  came  and  only  nine  refused  to 
pay.  Due  to  the  phenomenal  success  Fried 
had  with  “Man  to  Remember”  the  local 
exchange  has  had  innumerable  calls  for 
bookings  from  exhibitors  who  turned  up 
their  noses  at  the  film  because  it  lacked 
big  name  stars. 

Fried  has  a new  twist  to  this  stunt  up 
his  sleeve  when  he’s  confronted  by  a simi- 
lar situation,  he  said.  The  Suburban  The- 
atre opened  about  a year  and  a half  ago 
and  seats  800  patrons. 


Breezy  Display  for  "Trade  Winds" 
Bridgeport — Matt  Saunders’  miniature 
lobby  on  “'Trade  Winds”  at  the  Poli  sug- 
gestively swayed  cut-out  letters  on  elastic 
bands  by  the  use  of  an  electric  fan. 


Paradise  tor  "Jesse" — 

Pant  of  the  parade  of  masked  riders  and  the  crowds  drawn  to  them  is  pic- 
tured as  the  stimt  unfolded  for  the  opening  of  20th  Century-Fox’s  “Jesse 
James”  at  the  Roxy  Theatre  in  New  York. 
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"SWEETHEARTS"  BOXOPHCE  SWEETHEART  AGAIN 


BOSTON 

Fenwav — Going  Places  (FN);  Comet  Over 

Broadway  (FN)  80 

Memorial — There’s  That  Woman  Again 

(Col):  Newsboys’  Home  (Univ)  90 

Metropolitan — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Up  the 

Kiver  (20th-Fox)  ....175 

Orpheum — Shining  Hour  (M-G-M);  Dramatic 

School  (M-G-M)  150 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway 85 

State — Same  as  Orpheum 145 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Uittle  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ)  110 

Carolina — The  Cowboy  and  the  lady  (UA), 

1st  half  100 

Carolina — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M), 

2nd  half  110 

Imperial — The  Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO), 

1st  half  85 

Imperial — Going  Places  (FN),  2nd  half 85 

State — Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox),  1st  half 100 

State — Rliylhin  in  the  Saddle  (Rep),  2nd  half.. 120 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Going  Places  (FN)  80 

Chicago — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  film  moved  to  Apollo 100 

Garrick — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para), 

2nd  loop  wk 80 

Oriental — Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox),  stage 

show,  film  2nd  loop  run 85 

Palace — Pacific  Liner  (RKO),  plus  stage  show.  110 

Roosevelt — Trade  Winds  (UA),  3rd  wk 85 

State-Lake — Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  90 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd 

wk.,  held  3rd  wk 100 

CINCINNATI 

Capitol — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

held  over  130 

Grand — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 130 

Keith’s — The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M) 120 

Lyric — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 100 

Palace — Trade  Winds  (UA),  held  130 

Shubert — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 135 

Hippodrome — Tliere’s  That  Woman  Again 

(Col)  90 

Palace — Blondie  (Col).  Stage:  Hal  Kemp 

and  Co 120 

State — Stand  Tip  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 95 

Stillman — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

City— II  Pagliacci  (GB)  100 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Uttle  Adventuress  (Col),  1st  half...,  80 
Capitol — Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond  (Para), 

2nd  half  90 

Majestic — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  125 

Melba — Girls'  School  (Col)  80 

Palace — Young  in  Heart  (UA)  100 

Tower — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

DENVER 

Aladdin — The  Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  after  a 

wk.  at  the  Denver  120 

Broadway — Blondie  (Col);  X7p  the  River  (20th- 
Fox),  both  after  a wk.  at  the  Paramount...  56 
Denham — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para)..  120 

Denver — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  130 

Orpheum — vSweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  w^ 110 

Paramount — Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ);  Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox) 105 

Rialto — Trade  Winds  (UA),  after  a wk.  at 
each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  The  Last 
Warning  (Univ)  110 

DETROIT 

Adams — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk.  at 

Fox;  Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 120 

Cinema — Grand  Illusion  (World),  2nd  wk. ...  130 

Fox — Blondie  (Col),  plus  stage  show 120 

Michigan — The  Young  in  Heart  (UA) ; 

Going  Places  (FN)  95 

Palms-State — King  of  the  Underworld  ( WB) ; 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB)  85 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. .100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) 75 

Apollo — Tom  Sawyer  (Para)  65 

Circle — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 150 

Indiana — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  100 

Loew’s — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 80 

Lyric — Going  Places  (FN),  plus  stage  show... 100 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Kentucky  (20th-Pox),  2nd  wk 110 

Midland — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 75 

Newman — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  held  over 160 

Orpheum — Going  Places  (WB);  Next  Time  I 

Marry  (RKO)  60 

Tower — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th- 

Fox);  Ina  Ray  Hutton  on  stage 130 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  95 


(AVERAGE  IS  100%) 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Sweethearts  (dual) — Omaha 200 

Kentucky  ( dual ) — Boston , 

Los  Angeles  175 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(2nd  d.t.  wk.) — Pittsburgh 175 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (dual)  — 

Omaha  170 

Dawn  Patrol — Kansas  City 160 

Blondie — Minneapolis  150 

Shining  Hour  (dual) — Boston 150 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (dual)  — 

Portland,  Ore 150 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (dual)  — 

Portland,  Ore 150 

Sweethearts — Minneapolis, 

New  Orleans  150 

Trade  Winds  (dual) — New 
Haven  150 


EXTENDED  RUNS 

Pygrmalion,  5th  wk.,  New  York  City,  3rd 
wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

Sweethearts,  5th  wk.,  Cincinnati;  4th  wk., 
Portland,  Ore.;  3rd  wk.,  Chicago;  3rd  wk., 
Philadelphia. 

Kentucky,  4th  wk.,  Indianapolis;  3rd  wk.. 
New  York  City. 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  • • • •_ 

Downtown — Going  Places  (FN) ; Devil’s 

Island  (WB)  100 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 

Hlllstreet — Pacific  Liner  (RKO);  His  Excit- 
ing Night  (Univ)  100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 100 

Paramount — Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para),  plus  stage  show  60 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 

MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Professor  Mamlock  (AF), 

2nd  wk 80 

Palace — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M);  The 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  86 

Riverside — Adventure  in  Sahara  (Col),  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Up  the 

River  (20th-Fox)  100 

Warner — Trade  Winds  (UA) ; Next  Time  I 

Marry  (RKO)  140 

Wi.sconsin — .Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M): 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  145 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — The  Storm  (Univ) ; Down  on  the 

Farm  (20th-Fox)  95 

Century — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk 100 

Gopher — Blondie  (Col)  150 

Orpheum — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  125 

State — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  150 

Time — Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono),  2nd  wk 100 

World — To  the  Victor  (GB)  60 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Loew-Poli — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M): 


The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M),  (7  days  and 
midnight  .show),  held  2nd  wk.  at  College ...  130 
Paramount — The  Storm  (Univ);  Swing, 

Sister,  Swing  (Univ),  5 days  80 

Roger  Sherman — Trade  Winds  (UA) ; News- 
boys’ Home  (Univ)  150 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) . . . 90 

Globe— Great  Waltz  (M-G-M),  4th  run 100 

Liberty — Brother  Rat  (WB),  3rd  wk., 

(Orpheum  1 wk.)  125 

Orpheum — Hard  to  Get  (WB)  95 

Regent — Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep) 80 

Saenger — Dawn  Patrol  (Para)  125 


State- -Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Tudor — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 115 

Capitol — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 85 

Criterion — I Stand  Accused  (Para) 86 

Globe — The  Lady  Vanishes  (20th-Fox), 

3id  wk 110 

Paramount — Zaza  (Para),  plus  stage  show.. ..130 
Radio  City  Music  Hall — There’s  That  Woman 

Again  (Col),  plus  stage  show 80 

RIvoli — Beachcomber  (Para),  3rd  wk 115 

Roxy — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  95 

Strand — Going  Places  (FN),  plus  stage  show.. 115 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 135 

Liberty — Flirting  With  Fate  (RKO),  with 

Harlem  On  Parade,  stage  unit 105 

Midwest — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  140 

Plaza — Out  West  VVTth  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  3rd  wk.,  moveover 105 

State — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA),  2nd  wk...ll0 
Tower — Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M)  75 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Heart  of  the  North  (FN);  Broad- 
way Musketeers  (FN)  115 

Omaha — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  170 

Omaha — Sweethearts  (M-G-M);  Secrets  of  a 

Nurse  (Univ),  held  over  2 days 200 

Orpheum — Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para); 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  135 

PHILADELPHIA 

.Aldine — ^Duke  of  West  Point  (UA),  2nd  wk....ll0 

Boyd — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 125 

Earle— Going  Places  (WB),  plus  stage  show 

headed  by  Bob  Crosby’s  Orchestra 110 

Fox — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) 100 

Karlton — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  100 

Keith’s — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  126 

Stanley — Stand  Dp  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 125 

Stanton — Newsboy’s  Home  (Univ)  100 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Blondie  (Col);  Jane  Withers  in  person 

with  stage  show  250 

Barry — Cipher  Bureau  (GN);  Prison  Train 

(SR)  120 

Fulton — Children  of  the  Wild  (SR);  Princess 

Rosebud  Yellow  Robe  in  person  90 

Penn — Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  155 

Senator — Smashing  the  Si)y  King  (Col); 

Freshman  Year  (Univ)  80 

Stanley — The  Young  in  Heart  (UA) ; Bob 

Crosby  Orchestra  and  stage  show 135 

Warner — Out  West  With  tire  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk 176 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) ; 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society  (Univ) 150 

Mayfair — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 140 

Orpheum — Paris  Hone.vmoon  (Para);  Adven- 
tures ill  Sahara  (Col)  100 

Paramount — Zaza  (Para);  While  New  York 

Sleeps  (20th-Fox)  110 

United  Artists — Stand  Up  and  Fight 

(M-G-M):  The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M) 150 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Road  to  Reno 

(Univ)  100 

Carlton — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Fays — 'fhe  Storm  (Univ),  stage  show 100 

Majestic — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Swing,  Sister, 

Swing  (Univ)  115 

Playhouse — Down  in  Arkansas  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  230 

State — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  176 

Strand — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para),  (4-day 

hold  over)  100 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Zaza  (Para)  105 

Paramount^ — Trade  Winds  (UA)  110 

Roxy — Marines  Are  Here  (Mono);  Numbered 

Women  (Mono)  100 

Studio — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Utah — Campus  Confessions  (Para) ; King:  of 

Alcatraz  (Para)  105 

Victory — Law  of  the  Texan  (Col);  Shadows 

Over  Shang:hni  (GN)  105 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA),  plus 

stage  shows  85 

Columbia — Young  in  Heart  (UA),  2nd  run.... 100 
Earle — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para),  plus 

stage  shows  110 

Keith’s — Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  85 

Metropolitan — Devil's  Island  (WB)  90 

Palace — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 86 
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Columbia 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara.  .9028.  . (67) Nov.  15 

Drama.  French  Foreign  Legionnaires  turn  on  a 
cruel  leader,  forcing  his  withdrawal  by  authori- 
ties. Paul  Kelly,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Lorna  Gray. 
Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Blondie.  .9011. . (72)  Nov.  30 

Comedy.  Based  on  the  Chic  Young  comic  strip. 
Protecting  his  job,  Dagwood  gets  into  a marital 
mixup  seeking  a contract.  Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Simms.  Director:  Frank 
R.  Strayer. 

California  Frontier.  .8206. . (67)  Dec.  15 

Western.  Jones  thwarts  a gang  who  steal  the 
land  of  Spaniards  during  the  California  gold 
rush  days.  Buck  Jones,  Carmen  Bailey.  Direc- 
tor: Elmer  Clifton. 

City  Streets.  .8019. . (68)  July  1 

Drama.  An  Italian  grocer  takes  a crippled  girl 
to  his  home  when  her  mother  dies.  He  sells  his 
business  to  obtain  money  for  an  operation  on 
the  girl  by  a famous  surgeon,  but  a civic 
worker  halts  his  plans  by  taking  her  to  an 
orphan  asylum.  Edith  Fellows,  Leo  Carrillo. 
Director:  Albert  S.  Rogell. 

Colorado  Trail  (formerly  West  of  Santa 

Fe).. 8208..  (67)  Sept.  8 

Western.  A cowboy  exposes  a crooked  cattle 
dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own  father. 
Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Convicted.  .80.39. . (58)  Aug.  18 

Action  DramJa.  The  sister  of  a man  convicted 
of  murder  on  circumstantial  evidence  turns 
night  club  entertainer  and  unearths  the  real 
criminal.  Rita  Hayworth,  Charles  Quigley.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday.  .9021. . (61) Oct.  6 

Melodrama.  A prosecuting  attorney  uses  a friend 
as  bait  to  catch  a mob  racketeer,  the  friend 
almost  losing  his  life.  Jack  Holt,  Marcia  Ral- 
ston. Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Flight  to  Fame  (formerly  Wings  of  Doom) 

9026..  (57)  Oct.  12 

Action  Drama.  An  electronic  death-ray  for  war 
planes  gets  into  the  wrong  hands  and  the 
demonstration  fails,  but  the  party  responsible 
for  the  tampering  is  caught.  Charles  Farrell, 
Jacqueline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman. 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (formerly  California 

Cavalcade) . .9212. . (54)  Jan.  19 

Western.  An  army  major  is  sent  to  investigate 
the  activities  of  a gang  of  crooks  exploiting 
land  owners,  the  trouble  starting  when  South- 
ern California  came  under  U.  S.  rule.  Bill  El- 
liott, Luana  Alcaniz,  Charles  King.  Director: 
Joseph  Levering. 

Girls’  School.  .8012.  . (73)  Sept.  SO 

Drama.  A succession  of  events  following  the  ex- 
pulsion from  school  of  a girl  for  an  all  night 
escapade.  Anne  Shirley,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Nan 
Grey.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Gladiator,  The . . 8011 . . ( 72)  Aug.  16 

Comedy.  Joe  Brown  returns  to  college  after 
12  years  and  becomes  the  butt  of  the  college 
until  a professor  who  has  been  perfecting  a 
strength-giving  serum  uses  him  as  a subject, 
and  Joe  becomes  a super-man  of  strength.  Joe 
E.  Brown,  Man  Mountain  Dean,  June  Travis. 
Director:  Edward  Sedgwick. 

Highway  Patrol.  .8029. . (58)  June  27 

Action  Drama.  A highway  patrolman  is  hired 
to  supervise  the  guarding  of  an  oil  refinery 
during  a gas  price  war.  He  captures  the  crooks 
and  thwarts  their  plot  to  wreck  the  plant. 


Robert  Paige,  Jacqueline  Wells.  Director: 
C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Holiday . . 8001 . . (93)  Ui  June  15 


Drama.  Poor  boy  fails  in  love  with  rich  girl. 
Their  ideas  clash  in  a climax  of  satirical  hu- 
mor, in  which  the  traditions  of  wealth  and 
society  are  ribbed.  Katharine  Hepburn,  Cary 
Grant,  Lew  Ayres.  Director:  George  Cukor. 

1 Am  the  Law.  .8005.  . (99) Sept.  2 

Drama.  A professor  of  law  gets  a year’s  leave 
of  absence,  and  instead  of  taking  a vacation 
turns  militant  prosecuting  attorney  and  cleans 
up  the  city.  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Barbara 
O’Neil.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Homicide  Bureau.  .9035.  . (59)  Jan.  6 

Drama.  An  expose  of  the  Junk  Dealers  Racket, 
in  which  the  head  of  the  Citizen’s  League  is 


involved.  Bruce  Cabot,  Rita  Hayworth.  Direc- 
tor: C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Juvenile  Court.  .8026.  . (61)  Sept.  15 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  east  side  roughnecks  are 
finally  influenced  to  join  a club  organized  to 
help  the  boys  overcome  their  environment.  Paul 
Kelly,  Rita  Hayworth,  Frankie  Darro  and  His 
Gang.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Lady  Objects,  The.  .8016.  . (67)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  The  story  of  a successful  woman  law- 
yer whose  husband  fails  as  an  architect  in  the 
business  world.  She  gives  up  the  career  to  go 
to  his  defense  when  he  Is  accused  of  murder. 
Lanny  Ross,  Gloria  Stuart,  Joan  Marsh.  Di- 
rector: Erie  C.  Kenton. 

Law  of  the  Texan.  .8285.  . (67) Oct.  24 

Western.  A Texas  Ranger,  as.signed  to  stop  a 
crew  of  border  thleve-s,  pretends  to  get  fired  for 
insubordination  and  heads  across  the  border 
where  he  joins  the  outlaw  band,  and  captures 
the  leader.  Buck  Jones,  Dorothy  Fay.  Ken- 
neth Harlan.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Little  Adventuress  (formerly  Thoroughbred) 

9020..  (62)  Oct.  24 

Action  Drama.  Wonder  Horse  is  entered  in  a 
race  after  the  owners  pawn  all  their  possessions 
to  raise  the  necessary  entry  fee.  Edith  rides 
the  horse  and  wins.  Edith  Fellows,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Cliff  Edwards.  Director:  D.  Ross  Leder- 
mian. 

Phantom  Gold  (formerly  Gold  Rush  Days) 

8213..  (.56)  Aug.  31 

Western.  Luden  and  his  pais  accidentally  dis- 
cover a rich  gold  claim  in  a town  run  by  a 
gang  of  outlaws,  and  there  is  much  gunplay 
before  they  win  the  claim.  Jack  Luden.  Direc- 
tor: Joseph  Levering. 

Pioneer  Trail . .8212.  . (.55)  July  16 

Western.  A Texas  cowboy  captures  a band  of 
outlaws  and  their  leader  after  they  seize  his 
herd  of  cattle.  Jack  Luden,  Joan  Barclay, 
Slim  Whittaker.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Reformatory.  .8025. . (61)  July  21 

Action  Drama.  Jack  Holt  puts  a boys’  reforma- 
tory on  an  honor  system  and  makes  it  work. 
Jack  Holt,  Bobby  Jordan,  Frankie  Darro.  Di- 
rector: Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Rio  Grande.  .9202. . (57) Dec  8 

Western  The  hero  helps  the  girl  find  her  broth- 
er’s killer,  and  saves  the  cattle  from  being  stolen. 
Charles  Starrett,  Ann  Doran.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring.  .9015. . (63) Dec.  29 

Melodrama.  An  P.B.I.  man  impersonates  an 
inventor  of  a gas  formula  to  smash  a powerful 
spy  ring.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Fay  Wray,  Regis 
Toomey.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

South  of  Arizona.  .8207. . (56)  July  28 

Western.  Charles  Starrett  exposes  cattle  rust- 
lers and  captures  the  heart  of  Iris  Meredith. 
Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Stage  Coach  Days.  .8211 ..  (58) June  20 

Western.  A coachline  owner  is  murdered,  and 
a scheming  tyrant  anxious  to  obtain  control 
of  the  line,  accuses  the  missing  nephew  and 
heir  of  the  dead  man.  The  real  murderer  is 
exposed  during  an  exciting  coach  race.  Jack 
Ingram,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Jack  Luden.  Direc- 
tor: Joseph  Levering. 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  The  (formerly 

Outside  the  Law) . .9022.  . (66) Dec.  15 

Drama.  A crusading  surgeon  fights  prejudice 
and  ignorance  to  implant  modern  medical  aids 
in  a mountaineer  community.  Jack  Holt,  Bev- 
erly Roberts,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Lewis 
D.  Collins. 

Stranger  From  Arizona.  .8284. . (66) Sept.  22 

Western.  A railroad  detective  solves  the  mys- 
terious disappearance  of  cattle  cars.  Buck 
Jones,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town.  .9050. . (63) Dec.  1 

Comedy  Melodrama.  Ranch  owners  blame  each 
other  for  cattle  rustling,  but  a third  party  turns 
out  to  be  responsible.  Billy  Curtis,  Yvonne 
Moray.  Director:  Sam  Newfield. 

There’s  That  Woman  Again.  .9006.  . (70) ..  .Dec.  24 
Comedy  Mystery.  A sequel  to  "There’s  Always 
a Woman,”  in  which  a husband-wife  detective 
team  solves  a series  of  baffling  jewel  robberies. 


Melvyn  Douglas,  Virginia  Bruce.  Director: 
Alexander  Hall. 

Thundering  West.  .9203.  . (57) Jan.  12 


Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 


and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett, Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

West  of  Cheyenne.  .8206.  . (53) June  30 

Western.  A band  of  desperadoes  are  rounded 
up  and  captured  after  many  thrilling  gun 
fights.  Charles  Starrett.  Iris  Meredith.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Nelson. 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe.  .9201.  . (57) Oct.  3 

Western.  A young  cowboy  exposes  a crooked 
cattle  dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own 
father.  Charles  Starrett,  Director:  Sam  Nelson, 
queline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.  .9101 

(127)  y Sept.  29 

Comedy.  The  story  of  an  eccentric  household 
who  enjoy  life  by  following  their  artistic  in- 
clinations. The  granddaughter  falls  in  love  with 
a millionaire's  son.  whose  parents  disapprove, 
but  grandfather  breaks  down  the  barriers.  Jean 
Arthur,  James  Stewart,  Lionel  Barrymore.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Capra. 


First  National 

Amazing:  I>r,  CIitterhoiise»  The.  .262. . (85)  July  30 
Melodrama.  A physician  intent  upon  writing  a 
treatise  on  criminal  psychology,  becomes  a 
criminal  and  winds  up  on  trial  for  murder. 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  Claire  Trevor,  Humphrey 
Bogart.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak. 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces.  .351.  . (68) Nov.  26 

Action  Drama.  An  underworld  character,  doom- 
ed to  the  electric  chair,  receives  spiritual  re- 
generation through  a parish  priest,  who  per- 
suades him  to  die  “yellow”  as  an  object  les- 
son to  hero-worshiping  youngsters.  James  Cag- 
ney, Pat  O’Brien,  “Dead  End”  Kids.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Broadway  Musketeers.  .368.  . (62) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A young  woman  fancies  herself  in  love 
with  a gambler  and  gives  up  her  husband  and 
baby  to  marry  him.  Margaret  Lindsay,  Ann 
Sheridan,  Richard  Bond.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Comet  Over  Broadway.  .370. . (69) Dec.  3 

Drama.  A Cosmopolitan  story  by  Faith  Bald- 
win, the  plot  deals  with  mother  love,  burning 
ambition  and  sacrifice.  Kay  Francis,  Ian  Hun- 
ter, John  LItel.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Four  Daughters.  .359.  . (90)  Sept.  24 

Romantic  Drama.  Four  sisters  are  in  love  with 
a music  student  who  lives  in  their  household, 
but  the  one  he  really  loves  rruarries  another. 
Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane,  Gale  Page, 
Jeffery  Lynn.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Garden  of  the  Moon.  .358.  . (74) Oct.  1 

Musical  Comedy.  A bitter  feud  is  waged  be- 
tween an  orchestra  leader  and  the  manager  of 
a world-famed  dancing  spot,  in  which  the  for- 
mer perpetrates  a colossal  hoax  on  the  latter, 
with  the  aid  of  a girl  press  agent  for  the  night 
spot.  John  Payne,  Margaret  Lindsay,  Pat 
O’Brien.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Girls  on  Probation . . 369 . . (63) Oct.  22 

Melodrama.  With  a “crime  does  not  pay” 
theme,  in  which  a good  girl  is  thrown  into  the 
company  of  a bad  girl  and  gets  herself  a prison 
record.  Jane  Bryan,  Ronald  Reagan,  Sheila 
Bromley.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Going  Places.  .359.  . (84)  Dec.  31 

Comedy  with  Music.  A humble  clerk  poses  as  a 
famous  rider  at  a society  steeplechase  to  pro- 
mote business  for  his  boss,  but  is  forced  to  ride 
and  win  the  race  in  order  to  win  the  girl.  Dick 
Powell,  Anita  Louise.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Heart  of  the  North ..  362 (74)  0 Dec.  10 

Action  Drama.  A Canadian  Mountie  finds  the 
real  thief  after  the  girl’s  father  is  accused  of 
stealing  a ship’s  cargo  of  furs  and  miners’  gold. 
Dick  Foran,  Jane  Chapman,  Patric  Knowles. 
Director:  Lew  Seiler. 

My  BUI.. 260.  .(60)  July  9 

Drama.  A widow,  through  extravagance,  finds 
herself  and  her  four  children  penniless.  The 
three  selfish,  older  children  desert  her,  leav- 
ing “Bill”  who  helps  her  fight  her  way  back. 
Kay  Pranci.s,  Dickie  Moore,  Anita  Louise.  Dl- 
reotor:  John  Farrow. 

Penrod’s  Double  Trouble.  .276.  . (60) July  23 

Comedy.  Penrod  stows  away  in  the  basket  of 
a barnstormer's  balloon  at  a county  fair  and  is 
carried  away.  A sideshow  operator  tries  unsuc- 
cessfully to  palm  off  his  assistant  as  the  miss- 
ing hoy.  Billy  Mauch,  Bobby  Mauch,  Dick 
Purcell,  Gene  Lockhart.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Secrets  of  an  Actress.  .365. . (70) Sept.  10 

Drama.  An  actress,  through  the  help  of  a pro- 
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ducer,  becomes  a Broadway  star,  and  Is  soon 
threatened  with  an  alienation  of  affections  suit 
by  the  gold-digger  wife  of  another  man,  but  the 
producer  aids  In  straightening  out  matters.  Kay 
Francis,  George  Brent,  Ian  Hunter,  Gloria 
Dickson.  Director:  William  Keighley. 

When  AVere  You  Born?.  .263.  . <65) June  18 

Mystery  Drama.  A woman  astrologist  predicts 
a wealthy  man’s  death  and  is  accused  as  an 
accomplice  when  the  man  is  murdered.  Anna 
May  Wong,  Margaret  Lindsay,  Anthony  Averlll. 
Director:  William  McGann. 


Gaumont  British 

Asking  for  Trouble  (formerly  Climbing 

High) Dec.  1 

Comedy.  Romance  blossoms  for  a wealthy 
young  man  whose  car  strikes  an  artists’  model. 
The  girl  repells  him  at  first  but  he  finally  wins 
her.  Jessie  Matthews,  Michael  Redgrave.  Di- 
rector: Carol  Reed. 

Chicago  Ben..  (93) 

Comedy.  A porter,  mistaken  aboard  an  Atlantic 
liner  for  the  tutor  of  a Chicago  millionaire’s 
son,  conceals  his  identity  when  he  learns  of  a 
kidnap  plot.  Complications  develop  when  he  is 
made  the  kidnap  suspect.  Edgar  Kennedy,  Will 
Hay,  Tommy  Bupp.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Convict  99.  . (80) 

Comedy.  A jobless  schoolmaster  is  mistaken  for 
a tough  Australian  and  made  governor  of  a 
prison,  where  the  convicts  force  him  into  mak- 
ing reforms.  The  climax  comes  when  a convict 
escapes  and  forges  a check  in  Hay’s  name,  the 
latter  thereby  facing  a prison  sentence,  but  the 
convicts  come  to  the  rescue.  Will  Hay,  Graham 
Moffatt.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Crime  Over  London.  .8007. . (63) Aug.  15 

Action  Drama.  The  activities  of  a gang  of 
killers  terrorizing  London  comes  to  a close 
when  Scotland  Yard  thwarts  their  plans  to 
rob  a large  London  department  store  on  its 
jubilee.  Joseph  Cawthorn,  Margot  Grahame, 
Paul  Cavanaugh.  Director:  Alfred  Zeisler. 

Evergreen.  .8005. . (82)  reissue  July  16 

Musical  Comedy.  'The  daughter  of  a great  star 
poses  as  the  star  herself  20  years  later.  The 
hoax  is  successful  until  love  enters  the  setup. 
Jessie  Matthews,  Sonnie  Hale.  Director:  Victor 
Seville. 

Lady  Vanishes.  The.  .8010.  . (97)  Nov,  1 

Mystery  Drama.  A governess  mysteriously  dis- 
appears from  a Transcontinental  train,  and  a 
spy  plot  and  other  sinister  roles  are  enacted 
before  the  mystery  is  solved.  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Paul  Lukas.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Man  AVith  100  Faces  (Reissue) . .8008(72)  ..  .Oct.  1 
Melodrama.  A modern  Robin  Hood  traps  Amer- 
ican gangsters  who  had  set  a trap  for  him. 
Tom  Walls,  Lilli  Palmer.  Director:  Albert  de 
Courville. 

Pagliacci.  . (78) 

Musical  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera, 
“11  Pagliacci,”  in  which  a jealous  husband  kills 
his  unfaithful  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

39  Steps,  The  (Reissue) .. 3501 ..  (81) Sept.  15 

Mystery  Melodrama.  A Londoner  is  hurled  into 
a web  of  intrigue  and  adventure  when  he  inno- 
cently befriends  a w^oman  spy.  Robert  Donat, 
Madeleine  Carroll.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Strange  Boarders.  .8006.  . (79)  Aug.  1 

Melodrama.  A secret  agent,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  bride,  succeeds  in  tracking  down  two 
suspects  in  a boarding  house,  where  all  the 
lodgers  turn  out  to  be  spies  and  plan  to  kill 
him  when  they  learn  of  his  identity.  Tom 
Walls,  Renee  St.  Cyr.  Director:  Herbert  Mason. 

Three  on  a AVeekend.  .8004.  . (72) July  1 

Drama.  A nurse  Infatuated  with  the  man  whose 
deceased  wife  she  attended,  the  bereaved  hus- 
band, and  the  young  man  who  loves  the  nurse 
untangle  the  skein  of  their  fate  on  an  English 
holiday.  Margaret  Lockwood,  John  Lodge.  Di- 
rector: Carol  Reed. 


Grand  National 

Cipher  Bureau.  .313. . (70)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama.  Deals  with  the  apprehension  of 
foreign  spies  through  a counter-espionage  sys- 
tem, in  which  illegal  broadcasting  stations  are 
traced  down  and  their  codes  deciphered.  Leon 
Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters.  Director:  Charles 
Lament. 

Dangerous  Secrets  (formerly  "Brief  Ecstasy") 

230  . (60)  Sept.  23 

Melodrama.  A coed  marries  her  college  pro- 
fessor, but  still  imagines  she  Is  in  love  with  a 
former  sweetheart,  but  when  the  latter  returns 
after  five  years  she  finds  she  loves  her  husband. 
Paul  Lukas,  Linden  Travers,  Hugh  Williams.  Di- 
rector: Edmond  Greville. 

Exile  Express ..  301 ..(.. ) Jan.  30 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  for  is  found 


dead  and  she  is  ordered  deported.  A reporter 
follows  the  girl,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  Seoul.  .325. . (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground, in  which  Wild  Bill  Hlckok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend’s  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston,  A1  St.  John,  Dave  O’Brien.  Director: 
Sam  Newfield. 

Held  for  Ransom.  .222. . (60) June  9 

Western.  A heavy  ransom  Is  paid  but  kidnap- 
pers (ail  to  return  the  victim.  A young  girl, 
assigned  to  the  case,  poses  as  a novelist  and 
brings  the  kidnappers  to  Justice.  Grant  With- 
ers, Blanche  Mehaffey.  Director:  Clarence 
Bricker. 

High  Command,  The . . 227 . . (59) July  15 

Melodrama.  An  English  drama  of  army  life  in 
Africa,  in  which  an  officer,  with  a murder  on  his 
conscience,  is  discovered  by  a fellow  officer. 
The  latter  Is  found  dead  and  the  first  officer 
is  suspected,  but  fights  to  clear  himself.  Lionel 
Atwill,  Lucy  Mannheim.  Director:  Thorald 
Dickinson. 

I Married  a Spy.  .225.  . (59) July  1 

Melodrama.  A French  army  officer  marries  a 
French  woman  spy  to  save  her  from  extradition 
to  the  Germans,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  marriage  would  be  annulled  after  the  war, 
but  he  falls  in  love  with  her.  Nell  Hamilton, 
Brigette  Homey.  Director:  Edmond  Greville. 

Lady  Buckaroo.  . (69)  — ' 

Western.  A gang  of  cattle  rustlers  try  to  bank- 
rupt ranch  owners  to  gain  control  of  their  land 
for  gold  deposits,  but  a girl  beats  them  at  their 
own  game.  Dorothy  Page,  David  O’Brien.  Di- 
rector: Samuel  Diege. 

Life  Returns.  .223.  . (60)  June  10 

Drama.  The  operation  of  a scientist’s  life-re- 
viving experiments  as  a racket  discourages  him. 
A chance  to  utilize  his  knowledge  to  bring  hap- 
piness to  his  son  reawakens  him.  Onslow 
Stevens,  Lois  Wilson.  Director:  Eugen  Frenke. 

Long  Shot  . .313.  . (69)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama,  After  a streak  of  hard  luck,  a 
young  horseman  buys  a horse  for  a song,  and  It 
wins  the  big  race.  Gordon  Jones.  Marsha  Hunt, 
Harry  Davenport.  Director;  Charles  Lament. 

Renfrew  on  the  Great  IVhlte  Trail.. 228 

(59)  July  22 

Action  Drama.  Renfrew  survives  a series  of 
close  adventures  to  finally  win  the  daughter  of 
a trading  post  owner.  James  NewlII,  Terry 
Walker.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl . . W 1-2 . . ( . . ) Jan.  20 

Western.  A girl  enters  her  horse  in  the  rodeo 
show  to  win  the  $5,000  prize  money  so  she  can 
pay  her  father’s  debts,  "rhe  money  is  stolen  and 
she  is  accused.  Dorothy  Page.  Vince  Barnett. 
Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Rollin’  Plains.  .236.  . (76)  July  8 

Western.  A Texas  ranger  and  his  mOn  end  a 
feud  between  sheepmen  and  cattlemen  in  a 
backward  valley  town.  Tex  Ritter,  Horace  Mur- 
phy, Snub  Pollard.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai ..  311 ..  (65) Oct.  11 

Drama.  An  agent  of  the  Chinese  government 
and  an  American  newspaperman  match  wits 
with  a pair  of  international  crooks  seeking  a 
Chinese  charm.  Newsreel  war  clips  are  fitted 
into  the  story.  James  Dunn,  Ralph  Morgan. 
Director:  Charles  Lament. 

Six  Shootiu’  Sheriff  (formerly  Trails  West) 

224.  . (59)  May  20 

Western.  A cowboy  serves  a term  for  a framed 
robl)ery  charge  but  tracks  down  the  guilty 
party.  Ken  Maynard.  Director:  Harry  Fraser. 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (formerly  Sunset  Strip 

Case) . .345.  . (65)  Nov.  18 

Melodrama.  A girl  masquerades  as  a dancer 
in  the  club  where  her  father,  a detective,  was 
killed,  to  obtain  evidence  against  the  owner. 
Sally  Rand.  Reed  Hadley,  Paul  Sutton.  Direc- 
tor: Louis  Gasnier. 

Titans  of  the  Deep.  . 326.  . (47) Oct.  28 

Adventure.  The  film  record  of  a scientific  un- 
derwater exploration  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  Dr. 
William  Beebe,  Otis  Barton.  Director:  Otis 
Barton. 

IValer  Rustlers  (formerly  Last  Barrier) 

\VI-1..(..)  Jan.  6 

Western.  When  the  only  creek  in  the  valley  Is 
cut  off,  the  hero  dynamites  a hill  to  save  the 
property  of  ranchers.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Blook-Heatls . .844.  . (58)  Aug.  19 

Comedy.  Two  war  buddies  are  reunited  after 
20  years  and  get  Into  more  trouble  than  nor- 
mally comes  In  a lifetime.  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver 
Hardy,  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  John  G.  Bly- 
stone. 

Boys  Town.  .902. . (93)  O Sept.  9 

Drama.  Spencer  Tracy  starts  a small  commun- 


ity, seif-governed  by  boys.  One  youth,  a prob- 
lem boy,  runs  away  and  is  shot  by  bank  bandits 
whom  he  had  recognized.  He  recovers  and 
aids  in  finding  the  bandits  and  Is  made  Mayor 
of  Boys’  Town.  Spencer  Tracy,  Mickey  Rooney, 
Henry  Hull.  Director:  Norman  Taurog. 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor.  .919.  . (67) Jan.  13 

Action  Drama.  The  owner  of  a string  of  race- 
track cars  thinks  a jinx  is  working  against  him 
when  three  drivers  crack  up,  but  investigation 
reveals  the  drivers  are  being  doped.  Dennis 
O’Keefe,  Cecilia  Parker,  Nat  Pendleton.  Direc- 
tor: Edward  Sedgwick. 

Chaser,  ’The.  .842.  . (75)  July  29 

Comedy  Drama.  Dennis  O’Keefe  plays  the  shy- 
ster lawyer  in  a story  woven  around  a mirth- 
quake  of  escapades  in  the  life  of  an  ambulance 
chaser.  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Lewis  Stone.  Nat 
Pendleton,  Ann  Morriss.  Director:  Ed  Marin. 

Christinas  Carol,  A.. 917..  (69)  Q Dec.  16 

Drama.  Adapted  from  the  Charles  Dickens’ 
Tuletide  classic.  Reginald  Owen,  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Citadel,  The . . 909 . . ( 112)  Q Oct.  28 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  who  discards  all 
medical  ethics  and  Ideals  for  monetary  gain, 
finally  rehabilitates  himself.  Robert  Donat, 
Rosalind  Russell.  Director:  King  Vidor. 

Crowd  Roars,  The.  .840. . (92)  Aug.  5 

Action  Drama.  A lusty  tale  of  the  fight  game, 
with  Robert  Taylor  as  the  main  mitt  sllnger. 
Robert  Taylor,  Edward  Arnold,  Frank  Morgan, 
Maureen  O’Sullivan.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Dramatic  School.  .915.  . (78)  Dec.  9 

Drama.  A girl  with  an  actress  complex  chooses 
a stage  career  when  romance  intrudes  on  her 
study  of  dramatics.  Luise  Rainer,  Alan  Mar- 
shall, Paulette  Goddard.  Director:  Robert  Sin- 
clair. 

Fast  Company . .839.  . (76)  July  8 

Comedy  Drama.  Husband  and  wife  turn  ama- 
teur detectives  to  solve  the  murder  of  a book 
peddler.  Melvyn  Douglas,  Florence  Rice,  Claire 
Dodd.  Director:  Edward  Buzzell. 

FUrtiug  With  Fate.  .914.  .(70)  Dec.  2 

Comedy.  The  head  of  a vaudeville  troupe  Is 
stranded  in  Latin-America.  Unable  to  get  en- 
gagements. he  tries  suicide  so  his  troupe  can 
collect  the  insurance.  Joe  E.  Brown,  Leo  Ca- 
rillo,  Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Girl  Doivnstalrs,  The  (formerly  The  Awaken- 
ing of  Katrina) . .916.  . (77) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A wealthy  architect  thinks  he 
is  in  love  with  a girl  he  met  in  a Swiss  cafe, 
but  finds  he  really  loves  the  girl’s  maid.  Fran- 
ciska  Gaal,  Franchot  Tone,  Walter  Connolly,  Rita 
Johnson.  Director;  Norman  Taurog. 

Great  Waltz,  The . . 908 . . (104) Nov.  4 

Musical  Drama.  A romance  of  old  Vienna,  built 
around  the  life  and  loves  and  waltzes  of  Johann 
Strauss.  Luise  Rainer,  Fernand  Gravet,  Miliza 
Korjus.  Director:  Julien  Duvivler. 

Listen,  Darling.  .904. . (76)  Oct.  21 

Comedy  with  Music.  A couple  of  adolescents 
plot  to  get  a husband  for  their  widowed  mother, 
and  finally  find  him  in  a trailer.  Freddie 
Bartholomew,  Judy  Garland,  Mary  Aster.  Di- 
rector: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

I,ord  ,Jeff . . 837 . . (84)  June  24 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  boy,  used  as  a tool 
by  London  crooks,  is  sent  to  a nautical  school, 
but  Is  ostracized  by  the  other  boys  and  runs 
away.  He  comes  back,  wins  the  confidence  of 
the  boys,  and  brings  honor  to  the  school.  Fred- 
die Bartholomew.  Mickey  Rooney.  Director: 
Sam  Wood. 

Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy . .841 ..  (90)  O July  22 

Comedy  Drama.  Another  of  the  Judge  Hardy 
series.  In  which  the  15-year  old  finds  himself 
in  a predicament  in  choosing  one  of  three  girls 
for  a dance  date.  Lewis  Stone,  Mickey  Rooney, 
Judy  Garland.  Director:  George  Seitz. 

Marie  Antoinette . . 845.  . (157)  Aug.  26 

Historical  Drama-  The  tragic,  romantic  story 
of  a Queen  in  the  Revolutionary  period  in  the 
days  of  Louis  XVI  of  France.  Norma  Shearer, 
Robert  Morley,  Tyrone  Power.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys.  .913. . (85) Nov.  25 

Comedy.  The  Hardy  family  visits  friends 
on  an  Arizona  ranch,  and  new  problems  blossom 
for  Andy  as  romance  and  adventure  rides  the 
West.  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Par- 
ker, Ann  Rutherford.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Port  of  Seven  Seas.  .829.  . (81) July  1 

Drama.  The  sailor  lad  lover  of  a young  girl 
returns  to  claim’  her  and  the  child  she  bore 
him,  though  unmarried.  He  finds  her  the  wife 
of  an  older  man  who  loves  her  and  so  steps 
aside.  Wallace  Beery,  Frank  Morgan,  Maureen 
O’Sullivan.  James  Whale  directed. 

Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl.  .843. . (73) Aug.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  A poor-but-honest  working 
girl  and  her  rich  employer  fall  in  love,  but  the 
girl’s  family  Is  the  obstacle  between  them  as 
they  do  not  approve  of  his  extreme  wealth. 
Robert  Young.  Ruth  Hussey,  Lew  Ayres.  Di- 
rector; Reinhold  Schunzel. 
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Shining  Hour . .912 ..  (75)  Nov.  18 

Drama.  A story  of  conflicting  emotions  in  which 
a man  and  woman  find  love  only  after  each 
is  already  married  to  someone  else,  and  the 
woman  makes  an  important  decision  to  save 
the  situation.  Joan  Crawford,  Margaret  Sulla- 
van,  Robert  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas.  Director: 
Prank  Borzage. 

Shopworn  Angel.  .835.  . (85)  July  16 

Drama.  A Texas  cowboy  enlists  in  the  army 
and  while  stopping  In  New  York  en  route  to 
France,  meets  and  falls  in  love  with  a show 
girl,  who  In  turn  Is  In  love  with  a wealthy 
broker.  She  marries  the  cowboy  before  he 
leaves  for  the  front,  but  receives  word  later 
that  he  has  been  killed.  Margaret  Sullavan, 
James  Stewart,  Walter  Pldgeon.  Director:  H.  C. 
Potter. 

Spring  Madness.  .911.  . (67)  Nov.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  girl  Is  unhappy  over 
the  prospect  of  her  sweetheart’s  departure  for 
Russia,  and  a group  of  her  girl  friends  cause 
him  to  miss  his  boat  so  he  will  stay  and  marry 
her.  Maureen  O’Sullivan.  Lew  Ayres.  Burgess 
Meredith.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Stablemates.  .996. . (89)  Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  The  adventures  of  a Jockey 
and  a track  follower  who  become  fast  friends. 
The  latter  turns  out  to  be  an  escaped  convict, 
but  saves  the  boy  and  his  horse  before  going 
back  to  jail,  leaving  the  boy  enough  money  to 
complete  his  education.  Wallace  Beery,  Mickey 
Rooney.  Director:  Sam  Wood. 

Stand  Up  and  Fight.  .918. . (95) Jan.  6 

Historical  Drama.  A saga  of  the  struggle  for 
supremacy  between  stagecoaches  and  the  first 
railroads  in  colonial  America.  Wallace  Beery, 
Robert  Taylor,  Florence  Rice.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Sweethearts.  .910.  . (110)  0 Dec.  30 

Musical  Drama.  A producer  plots  against  the 
sweetheart  team  of  his  musical  show  to  prevent 
their  signing  a film  contract.  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, Nelson  Eddy.  Frank  Morgan.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 

Three  Comrades.  .832.  . (98) June  3 

Drama.  The  story  of  the  shattered  lives  of 
three  war  comrades  In  post-war  Germany,  who 
find  difficulty  In  adjusting  themselves  to  the 
tempo  of  a confused  world.  Based  on  the  novel 
by  Erich  Marla  Remarque.  Robert  Taylor, 
Margaret  Sullavan,  Franchot  Tone,  Robert 
Young.  Director;  Frank  Borzage. 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy.  .901. . (69) Sept.  2 

Comedy.  A famous  author  finds  himself  in- 
volved in  the  romantic  troubles  of  a southern 
belle.  Robert  Montgomery,  Janet  Gaynor,  Fran- 
chot Tone.  Director;  Richard  Thorpe. 

Too  Hot  to  Handle.  .903.  .(108) Sept.  16 

Comedy  Romance.  Based  on  the  lives  and  loves 
of  newsreel  cameramen.  Clark  Gable,  Myrna 
Loy.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Toy  Wife . . 836 . . (93)  June  10 

Drama.  New  Orleans  In  pre-Clvil  War  days, 
and  the  story  of  a frivolous,  selfish  wife  and 
mother  who  carries  on  a liaison  with  a young 
playboy.  Lulse  Rainer.  Melvyn  Douglas,  Rob- 
ert Young.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Vacation  From  Love.  .905. . (65) Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A saxophone  player  falls  in  love  with 
a society  girl’s  photograph,  and  as  she  Is  about 
to  be  married  he  crashes  in  and  stops  the  wed- 
ding proceedings,  escapes  with  the  bride,  and 
winds  up  in  a Paris  divorce  court.  Dennis 
O’Keefe.  Florence  Rice,  Reginald  Owen.  Di- 
rector: George  Fltzmaurice. 

Woman  Against  Woman.  .838.  . (61) June  17 

Dram'a.  The  trials  of  a second  wife  brought 
home  to  the  sanrte  town  where  the  divorced 
spouse  of  her  husband  Is  a social  favorite. 
Herbert  Marshal,  Virginia  Bruce,  Mary  Astor. 
Director:  Robert  Sinclair. 

Yomig  Dr.  Kildare.  .907.  . (81) ...Oct.  14 

Drama.  Behind-the-scenes  glimpses  into  the 
medical  profession  and  hospital  administration. 
The  first  of  the  Dr.  Kildare  series.  Lew  Ayres, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Lynne  Carver.  Director: 
Harold  S.  Bucquet. 


Monogram 

Barefoot  Boy . . 3810. . (63)  Aug.  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  A courageous  lad  and  his  coun- 
try pals  bring  to  justice  a gang  of  crooks  for 
whose  crime  the  boy’s  father  was  punished. 
Jackie  Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones,  Ralph  Mor- 
gan. Director:  Karl  Brown. 

Convict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

3822..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent,  Anne  Nagel,  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 

Gang  Bullets . . 3818 . . (63)  Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  "joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,'  finally  driving  them  out  of 
Bridgetown.  Robert  Kent,  Ann  Nagel,  Charles 
Trowbridge.  Director:  Lambert  Hillyer. 


Gangster’s  Boy . . 3801 . . (80)  Nov.  9 

Drama.  A high-school  honor  student,  shunned 
by  all  but  two  classmates  because  of  his  father’s 
activities  as  a labor  racketeer,  takes  the  blame 
when  one  of  his  friends  injures  a boy  on  a 
bicycle.  Jackie  Cooper,  Lucy  Gilman,  Tommy 
Wonder.  Director;  'William  Nigh. 

Gun  Packer  (formerly  Last  Outlaw) 

3861..  (49)  Nov.  16 

Western.  A government  man,  sent  to  Investi- 
gate the  disappearance  of  stolen  gold  ship- 
ments, finds  the  gold  and  the  gang  through 
the  help  of  an  ex-convict.  Jack  Randall,  Louise 
Stanley.  Director:  Wallace  Pox. 

I Am  a Criminal.  .3812.  . (73) Dec.  14 

Drama.  A mobster’s  love  for  a homeless  waif 
he  adopts  in  an  effort  to  create  pubilc  good- 
will in  his  trial  on  a manslaughter  charge 
brings  about  his  redemption.  John  Carroll, 
Martin  Spellman.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Man’s  Country.  .3742.  . (66)  July  6 

Western.  A young  ranger  is  sent  out  to  bring 
in  a gang  of  suspected  outlaws,  but  he  finds 
the  accused  gang  Is  Innocent  and  rounds  up 
the  real  leader  and  his  band.  Jack  Randall, 
Ralph  Peters,  Walter  Long,  Marjorie  Reynolds. 
Director:  Robert  Hill. 

Marines  Are  Here,  'The.  .3712.  . (60) June  8 

Comedy  Drama.  The  idealization  of  a young 
boy  and  the  love  of  a girl  changes  a clowning 
marine  to  the  pride  of  the  service.  June  Travis, 
Gordon  Oliver.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 

Mexicali  Kid.  .3741. . (66)  Sept.  14 

Western.  As  a return  favor  for  saving  his 
life,  a young  lad  helps  his  friend  fight  a gang 
of  outlaws  who  plot  to  steal  the  ranch  of  the 
friend’s  sweetheart.  Jack  Randall.  Wesley 
Barry,  Eleanor  Stewart.  Director;  Wallace  Fox. 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective.  .3804. . (69) Oct.  6 

Melodrama.  A detective  meets  with  many  com- 
plications before  solving  three  murders  com- 
mitted by  poison  gas.  Boris  Karloff.  Grant 
Withers,  Maxine  Jennings.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

Numbered  Women.  .3709. . (63) Ma.v  22 

Drama.  A girl,  seeking  evidence  to  clear  her 
brother  of  a bond-stealing  charge,  takes  a job 
as  private  nur.se  to  the  guilty  banker.  Sally 
Blane.  Lloyd  Hughes,  John  Arledge.  Director: 
Karl  Brown. 

Romance  of  the  Limberlost.  .3702.  . (81)  . . . June  22 

Outdoor  Drama.  Gene  Stratton-Porter’s  famous 
novel  of  the  loves  and  hates  of  the  swamp 
folks.  Jean  Parker.  Eric  Linden.  Director; 
William  Nigh. 

Song  of  the  Bnckaroo  (formerly  Little 

Tenderfoot) . .3861.  . (60) Dec.  7 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  turns  Robin  Hood,  as- 
sumes the  identity  of  a dead  man,  and  finds 
himself  with  a wife  and  little  daughter.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Starlight  Over  Texas ..  3869.  . (69) Sept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 
operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 
Texas  ranger  in  pursuit  of  cattle  rustlers.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

’Tough  Kid.  .3819. . (61) Dec.  28 

Action  Drama.  A tough  kid  keeps  his  brother’s 
fight  manager  from  resorting  to  trickery  to 
throw  the  championship  fight.  Frankie  Darro, 
Dick  Purcell,  Judith  Allen.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton. 

Under  the  Big  Top  (formerly  The  Circus 

Comes  to  Town)  3811..  (61) Aug.  31 

Drama.  The  love  of  two  trapeze  partners  in  a 
circus  owned  by  the  girl’s  aunt,  who  objects 
to  their  marriage.  They  leave  the  circus  but 
go  back  when  the  aunt  becomes  ill.  Anne 
Nagel,  Marjorie  Main,  Jack  LaRue,  Grant 
Richards,  Director:  Karl  Brown. 

Wanted  by  the  Police.  .3817.  . (60) Sept.  21 

Melodrama.  A youngster  working  in  a garage 
discovers  his  bosses  are  auto  thieves  wanted  by 
the  police,  and  he  aide  in  capturing  the  whole 
gang.  Frankie  Darro,  Evalyn  Knapp,  Robert 
Kent.  Director:  Howard  Bretherton. 

Where  the  Buffalo  Roam.  .3860. . (62) Oct.  12 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  captures  a gang  of  buffalo 
killers,  whose  leader  turns  out  to  be  the  man 
who  had  appointed  him  as  town  marshal  to 
clean  up  the  gang.  Tex  Ritter.  Director:  A1  Her- 
man. 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (formerly  Last 

Outlaw)  . .38.62.  . (50) Dec.  21 

Western.  Two  pals  of  the  saddle  ride  the  range 
searching  for  the  murderer  of  the  brother  of 
one  of  them.  Jack  Randall,  Dorothy  Short. 
Director:  Robert  Hill. 


Paramount 

Ambush.  .3820.  . (62)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A gang  of  bandits  kidnap  a girl 
working  in  a bank  because  she  recognized  her 
brother  as  one  of  the  bandits.  The  boy  loses  his 
life  to  save  his  sister.  Gladys  Swarthout,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  William  Henry.  Director:  Kurt  Neu- 
mann. 


Arkansas  Traveler.  .3706. . (86)  Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A hobo  printer-at-large  helps 
a widow  and  her  daughter  run  their  paper  un- 
der the  handicap  of  the  town’s  political  boss. 
Bob  Burns,  Fay  Bainter,  Jean  Parker,  Irvin  S. 
Cobb.  Director:  Alfred  San  tell. 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond.  .3812.  . (68)  ...  .Nov.  26 

Melodrama.  An  international  spy  commits  two 
murders  to  gain  possession  of  an  invention  for 
explosives,  valuable  for  use  in  warfare,  but 

Bulldog  Drummond  and  his  girl  friend  bring 

about  the  capture  of  the  criminals.  John 

Howard,  Heather  Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Di- 

rector: James  Hogan. 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad.  .3817.  . (90) ...  .Dec.  30 

Comedy.  The  adventures  of  an  American  thea- 
trical troupe  stranded  in  Paris  who  are  saved 
by  a Texas  oil  millionaire  and  his  daughter  who 
join  the  troupe  incognito.  Jack  Benny,  Joan 
Bennett,  Mary  Boland,  Yacht  Club  Boys.  Di- 
rector: Mitchell  Leisen. 

Bar  20  Justice.  .3758.  . (70) June  24 

Western.  The  mysterious  looting  of  a mine  and 
a series  of  accidents  terrorizing  Its  workers 
are  solved  by  ’’Hoppy"  and  his  pals.  William 
Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

Booloo.  .3745.  . (60)  July  22 

Adventure  Drama.  Filmed  in  the  jungles  of  Ma- 
lay, the  story  deals  with  the  wanton  slaught- 
ering of  tropical  beasts.  Colin  Tapley,  Mamo 
Clark  and  other  native  cast.  Director:  Clyde 
Elliott. 

Bulldog  Drummond  In  Africa. . 3747 ..  (69)  . .Aug.  5 
Melodrama.  Drummond  delays  his  mlddle-alsling 
to  rescue  his  friend  and  rival  from  a mob  of 
international  spies.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Campus  Confessions.  .3802.  . (66)  Sept.  23 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  benefactor  of  Middle- 
ton  College  puts  the  clamps  down  on  athletics 
but  his  young  son  helps  the  college  soar  . into 
athletic  prominence  and  finally  overcome  all 
opposition.  Hank  Luisetti,  Betty  Grable,  Wil- 
liam Henry.  Director:  George  Archainbaud. 

Disbarred.  ..3818.  . (58) Jan.  1 

Action  Drama.  An  expose  of  the  criminal  law- 
yer racket,  in  which  a disbarred  lawyer  poses 
as  a real  estate  operator  and  sets  up  a law  office 
headed  by  a woman.  Gail  Patrick,  Otto  Kruger. 
Director:  Robert  Florey. 

F'arewell  to  Arms.  .Reissue.  .3769.  . (79) ...  .June  11 

Romantic  Drama.  From  Ernest  Hemingway’s 
novel,  which  tells  the  story  of  a man  and 
woman  who  dare  to  face  with  their  love  the 
challenge  of  a world  gone  mad  with  the  hor- 
rors of  war.  Helen  Hayes,  Gary  Cooper,  Adolphe 
Menjou.  Director:  Frank  Borzage. 

Frontiersmen.  .3856.  . (74)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy,  in  action  against 
raiders  of  the  Old  West,  finds  romance  when 
school  teacher  comes  to  the  frontier.  William 
Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden,  Evelyn 
Venable.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Give  Me  a Sailor.  .3749.  . (77) Aug.  19 

Comedy.  A matrimonial  mixup  of  two  sis- 
ters, one  a butterfly,  the  other  a drudge,  and 
two  brothers,  naval  officers.  Martha  Raye,  Bob 
Hope,  Betty  Grable.  Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

If  I Were  King.  . 3810.  . (101) Nov.  11 

Historical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  le- 
gendary vagabond  poet,  Francois  Villon,  and 
his  romantic  French  revolution  activities.  Ron- 
ald Colman.  Basil  Rathbone,  Frances  Dee.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Lloyd. 

Illegal  Traffic.  .3809. . (67)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama.  A wildcat  line  operator  grows 
wealthy  operating  an  “underground  railway” 
as  a getaway  for  crooks  and  gets  away  with 
murder  until  a G-Man  joins  his  organization. 
J.  Carrol  Naish,  Mary  Carlisle,  Robert  Preston. 
Director:  Louis  King. 

In  Old  Mexico.  .3853.  . (67) Sept.  9 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy  and  his  buddies 
battle  against  a band  of  border  bad-men  in 
the  gay,  romantic  atmosphere  of  Old  Mexico. 
William  Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden. 
Director;  Edward  D.  Venturlnl. 

King  of  Alcatraz . . 3804 . . (67) Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  Gang  king  escapes  from  Alcatraz 
prison  and  takes  over  a ship  on  the  high  seas, 
terrorizing  the  crew.  Lloyd  Nolan.  Robert  Pres- 
ton, J.  Carrol  Naish,  Gail  Patrick.  Director: 
Robert  Florey. 

Little  Orphan  Annie ..  3814 ..  (.68)  Dec.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Adapted  from  the  comic  strip. 
Orphan  Annie,  a runaway.  Is  befriended  by  a 
prizefighter,  and  the  two  help  rid  the  commun- 
ity of  loan  sharks.  Ann  Gillis,  Robert  Kent, 
June  Travis.  Director:  Ben  Holmes. 

Men  With  Wings  (Spec.  Rel)  ..  3808 . . 

(103)  © Oct.  28 

Historical  Drama.  Tracing  aviation  history 
from  the  first  Wright  Brothers  flight  to  the 
modern  army  bomber,  the  story  unfolds  itself 
around  the  lives  of  a woman  and  two  men  who 
from  childhood  devote  themselves  to  aeronau- 
tics. Fred  MacMurray,  Ray  Milland,  Louise 
Campbell.  Director:  William  Wellman. 
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Mysterious  Kidcr.  .3707.  . (73)  Oct.  21 

Western.  An  adaptation  of  the  Zane  Grey  novel 
of  the  outdoors,  in  which  a man,  framed  on  a 
murder  charge,  comes  back  20  years  later  for 
revenge,  disguised  as  a masked  mystery  rider. 


Douglas  Dumbrille,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

Pride  of  the  West .. 3854.  . (55) July  8 

Action  Melodrama,  llopalong  acts  as  a special 
investigator  In  thwarting  a land-grabbing 


scheme  and  in  capturing  the  crooks  who  have 
extended  their  activity  to  a stage  coach  robbery. 
William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden,  George  Hayes. 
Director;  Lesley  Selander. 

Prison  Farm.  .3743.  . (70)  June  17 

Melodrama.  A young  girl,  innocently  Involved 
with  a murderer,  is  sent  to  the  prison  farm. 
She  falls  in  love  with  the  prison  doctor,  who 
aids  in  clearing  her  name.  Shirley  Ross.  Lloyd 
Nolan,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Professor,  Beware.  .3746.  . (93)  July  29 

Comedy.  An  Egyptologist  finally  gets  his  big 
chance  to  join  an  expedition  but  never  gets 
there.  Harold  Lloyd,  Phyllis  Welch.  Director: 
Elliott  Nugent. 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile ..  3815 ..  (70)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A son's  struggle  with  loyalty 
and  duty  when  his  father,  an  ex-Cossack,  turns 
cattle  rustler  and  is  sent  to  prison.  Akim 
Tamiroff,  Leif  Erikson,  Frances  Farmer.  Direc- 
tor: Alfred  E.  Green. 

Say  It  in  French.  .3831 , . (69)  Nov.  25 

Comedy.  A young  man  returns  home  with  a 
Parisian  wife  and  before  he  can  announce  the 
news,  finds  his  family  facing  financial  ruin 
unless  he  makes  a wealthy  marriage.  Ray  Mil- 
land,  Olympe  Bradna,  Irene  Hervey.  Director: 
Andrew  L.  Stone. 

Sing  You  Sinners.  . 3801 . . (90) Sept.  2 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  story  of  three  crooner 
brothers,  two  of  whom  are  so  lazy  that  the 
third  brother  has  to  forego  marrying  his 
fiancee  to  provide  for  the  family.  Bing  Crosby, 
Fred  MacMurray,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
Wesley  Ruggles. 

Sons  of  the  Legion.  .3803.  . (60) Sept.  16 

Drama.  A group  of  small-town  boys  form  a 
“Sons  of  the  Legion”  branch,  but  two  boys,  un- 
able to  join  because  of  their  father’s  dishonor- 
able discharge  from  the  army,  set  out  to  prove 
their  father’s  innocence.  Lynne  Overman.  Eve- 
lyn Keyes,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director:  James 
Hogan. 

Spawn  of  the  North .. 3750.  . (113) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama.  A drama  of  America’s  last  fron- 
tier, the  salmon  fishing  waters  of  Alaska,  and 
the  war  between  the  trap-site  owners  and  fish 
pirates,  filmed  against  a scenic  background. 
George  Raft,  Henry  Fonda,  Dorothy  Lamour. 
Director:  Henry  Hathaway. 

Texans,  The . . 3748 . . (93)  Aug.  12 

Historical  Western.  An  epic  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion period  in  Texas  after  the  Civil  War.  Joan 
Bennett,  Randolph  Scott.  Directors  James 
Hogan. 

Thanks  for  the  Memory.  .3811. . (78) Nov.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A salesman  trying  to  write 
a novel  is  continually  disrupted,  first,  by  an- 
noying friends,  then  by  household  chores  when 
his  wife  gets  a job  so  he  will  have  time  to 
write.  A quarrel  sends  him  to  finish  his  novel 
in  a garret,  but  the  couple  are  reunited  when 
the  book  is  finished.  Hedda  Hopper,  Patricia 
Wilder,  Roscoe  Karns.  Director:  George  Ar- 
chainbaud. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective.  .3816.  . (68) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  Huck  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  on  a country  visit  discover  a murder  and 
solve  the  case  in  their  own  way.  Donald 
O’Connor,  Billy  Cook,  Porter  Hall.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

Touchdown,  Army.  .3805.  . (71)  Oct.  7 

Action  Drama.  A cadet  breaks  every  known  rule 
to  court  the  Colonel’s  daughter,  and  becomo.s 
unpopular  with  his  classmen,  but  proves  himself 
a regular  guy  before  the  big  football  game. 
Robert  Cummings,  Mary  Carlisle.  Director:  Kurt 
Neumann. 

Tropic  Holiday.  .3744.  . (78)  July  22 

Comedy.  A W'riter  hides  out  in  a little  Mexican 
town  to  work  on  a movie  script  but  is  beset 
with  charming  distractions  in  the  way  of 
senorltas.  Boh  Burns.  Ray  Mllland,  Dorothy 
Lamour,  Martha  Raye.  Director:  Theodore  Reed. 

You  and  Me . . 3742 . . (90)  June  10 

Drama.  The  shadow  of  the  Big  House  looms 
up  as  a threat  to  romance  In  this  story  of  a 
girl  with  a past.  Sylvia  Sidney,  George  Raft. 
Director:  Fritz  Lang. 

Zaza.  .3819.  . (86)  Jan.  13 

Drama.  A music-hall  actress,  who  rises  to  fame 
as  a Parisian  entertainer,  falls  in  love  with  a 
man  whom  she  later  learns  is  married.  Claud- 
ette Colbert,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director:  George 
Cukor. 

Republic 

Army  Girl ..  7002  ..  (85)  July  15 

Drama.  An  army  captain  assigned  to  a regi- 


ment to  study  the  need  of  mechanizing  that 
post  with  tanks,  meets  and  falls  in  love  with 
the  Colonel’s  daughter.  Madge  Evans,  Preston 
Foster,  James  Gleason.  Director:  George  Nich- 
ols jr. 

Billy  the  Kid  Keturns . . 851 . . (56)  Sept.  4 

Western.  As  the  “double”  for  the  notorious 
Billy  the  Kid,  the  hero  takes  the  side  of  the 
small  farmers  in  their  war  against  cattle 
barons.  Roy  Rogers,  Smiley  Burnette,  Mary 
Hart.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Come  On,  Leathernecks.  .7024.  . (66) Aug.  8 

Action  Drama.  A Colonel  in  the  U.  S.  Marines 
has  been  looking  forward  all  his  life  to  wel- 
coming his  son  into  the  service,  but  the  boy 
has  other  Ideas.  On  the  island  where  his 
father  is  stationed,  the  boy  experiences  a gun 
running  episode  and  decides  to  stick  with  the 
Marines.  Richard  Cromwell.  Marsha  Hunt.  Di- 
rector: James  Cruze. 

Come  On,  Rangers! .. 818 ..  (57) Nov.  26 

Western.  Succeeded  by  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  the 
Texas  Rangers  are  reinstated  when  the  army 
fails  on  a difficult  task  the  ex-Rangers  handle. 
Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Di- 
rector: Joe  Kane. 

Desert  Patrol.  .7127.  . (66) June  6 

Western.  A secret  Ranger  out  to  avenge  the 
death  of  his  buddy,  Joins  the  gang  responsible 
for  the  murder,  and  then  springs  the  trap. 
Bob  Steele,  Marion  Weldon.  Director:  Sam  New- 
field. 

Desperate  Adventure,  A.  .7013.  . (65) Aug.  15 

Romantic  Drama.  A Parisian  artist  paints  a 
portrait  of  his  imaginary  “dream  girl,”  but 
complications  arise  when  an  American  heiress, 
who  bears  a startling  resemblance  to  the  pic- 
ture, puts  in  her  appearance.  Ramon  Novarro, 
Marian  Marsh,  Eric  Blore.  Director:  John  H. 
Auer. 

Down  in  Arkansatv.  .805.  . (66) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A government  man,  sent  to  the  back- 
woods  of  Arkansas  to  buy  property  for  a dam, 
gradually  overcomes  the  hostility  of  the  natives. 
Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry,  Ralph  Byrd,  Pinky 
Tomlin.  Director:  Nick  (Jrlnde. 

Durango  Valley  Raiders.  . 7128 ..  (56) Aug.  22 

Western.  The  Durango  Valley  is  terrorized  by 
a ba.ndlt  known  as  the  Shadow,  head  of  a 
gang  of  killers.  Through  a frameup  the  hero 
Is  arrested  for  murder,  but  escapes  and  brings 
the  real  culprits  to  justice.  Bob  Steele.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Newfleld. 

Federal  Man-Hunt.  . (64) Dec.  27 

Action  Drama.  Believing  him  Innocent,  a girl 
aids  a convict’s  escape  from  prison,  and  helps 
the  police  recapture  him  when  she  learns  his 
background.  Robert  Livingston,  June  Travis. 
John  Gallaudet.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds ..  808 ..  (65)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 
bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up, 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes.  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 

Gold  Mine  in  the  Sky ..  7103.  . (60) Jay  4 

Western  with  Music.  Gene  Autry  as  adminis- 
trator of  a will  left  by  a girl’s  father,  has 
difficulty  In  keeping  her  from  selling  the 
ranch,  which  Is  the  remains  of  her  father’s 
fortune.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  Carol 
Hughes.  Director:  Joa  Kane. 

Heroes  of  the  Hills ..  7118 ..  (56) July  20 

Western.  The  Three  Mesquiteers  win  a prison 
camp  experiment  plan  after  befriending  two 
escaped  convicts  who  tell  yams  of  prison  op- 
pression. Robert  Livingston,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 
Terhune.  Director;  George  Sherman. 

Higgins  Family,  The ..  7015.  . (61) Aug.  29 

(iomedy  Drama.  An  advertising  agency  man 
goes  broke  when  his  wife  condemns  the  product 
of  his  prospective  clients  on  her  airshow,  which 
brings  them  into  divorce  court.  They  walk  out 
on  the  judge  when  their  children  get  In  trouble. 
James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason,  Russell  Gleason. 
Director:  Gus  Meins. 

I Stand  Accused.  .806.  . (61) Oct.  28 

Melodrama.  A struggling  young  lawyer  finds 
the  money  and  notoriety  In  protecting  racketeers 
appealing  until  he  is  forced  to  protect  them 
in  court,  fighting  against  his  best  friend.  Rob- 
ert Cummings,  Helen  Mack,  Thomas  Beck.  Di- 
rector: John  H.  Auer. 

Ladies  in  Distress.  .7012.  . (65) June  13 

Comedy  Drama.  A woman  mayor  and  her  secre- 
tary start  a reform  movement  to  wipe  out  a 
racketeering  element  and  are  aided  in  their 
efforts  by  the  town’s  bad  boy.  Alison  Skip- 
worth,  Polly  Moran,  Robert  Livingston.  Direc- 
tor: (jus  Meins. 

Man  From  Music  Mountain ..  7104 ..  (58) ...  Aug.  1.5 
Western.  Autry  swings  into  action  when  un- 
scrupulous promoters  subdivide  a ghost  town. 
In  the  heart  of  a desert,  on  the  fal.se  claim 
that  the  Boulder  Dam  power  line  will  run 
through  It.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Carol  Hughes.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Mysterioux  Miss  X.. 809..  (65) Jan.  10 


Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder,  is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  he  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 
murder.  Michael  Whalen,  Mary  Hart,  Chick 
Chandler.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Night  Hawk,  The.  .817.  . (63) Oct.  1 

Melodrama.  A newspaper  reporter  hides  in  the 
iron  lung  of  a crippled  child  to  unearth  the 
liquor  smuggling  racket.  Robert  Livingston, 
June  Travis,  Robert  Armstrong.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

Orphans  of  the  Streets.  .819. . (64) Deo.  5 

Drama.  A man  saves  a dog’s  life  In  this  story 
of  an  Alsatian  Shepherd  dog  on  trial  for  the 
murder  of  a man.  Robert  Livingston,  Tommy 
Ryan,  June  Storey.  Director;  John  H.  Auer. 

Overland  Stage  Raiders.  .862. . (55) Sept.  20 

Western.  The  Mesquiteers  own  an  airport  and 
one  of  their  planes  with  a large  gold  shipment 
disappears,  but  they  find  the  plane  and  deliver 
the  gold.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Louis 
Brooks.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Prairie  Moon.  .7107.  . (58)  Sept.  25 

Western.  As  friendly  guardian  to  three  chil- 
dren, Autry  saves  their  ranch  from  a gang 
leader  who  pretends  to  hold  their  Interest  at 
heart.  Gene  Autry.  Smiley  Burnette.  Director: 
Ralph  Staub. 

Red  River  Range.  .864.  . (56) Dec.  22 

Western.  Guests  on  a dude  ranch  discover  they 
have  unwittingly  taken  part  in  what  they 
thought  were  “fake”  rustling  parties,  headed 
by  the  ranch  owner.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (formerly  Song  of 

the  West) . .7108.  . (.58)  Nov.  5 

Western.  Gene  Autry  and  Smiley  Burnette  see 
to  it  all  goes  smooth  at  the  Silver  Saddle  Ranch 
on  Rodeo  Day  and  also  win  the  stagecoach 
race.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  Pert  Kelton. 
Director:  George  Sherman. 

Riders  of  Black  Hills ..  7117 ..  (55) June  15 

Western.  The  three  Mesquiteers  set  about  prov- 
ing their  Innocence  of  a race  horse  stealing 
charge  and  expose  the  real  gang.  Bob  Living- 
ston, Ray  Corrigan,  Max  Terhune.  Director: 
George  Sherman. 

Santa  Fe  Stampede.  .863.  . (56) Nov.  18 

Western.  Following  the  murder  of  a rich  ore 
mine  owner  and  his  little  daughter,  the  Three 
Mesquiteers  enter  the  town  at  Santa  Fe  to  cap- 
ture the  culprits  and  replace  the  crooked  mayor 
with  an  honest  man.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Terhune. 

Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon.  .852.  . (57) Dec.  23 

Western.  A cattle  rustler  wants  a certain  ranch 
to  store  his  stolen  cattle  and  tries  to  burn  down 
the  place  to  get  It.  Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart, 
William  Farnum.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Storm  Over  Bengal.  .807.  . (65) Nov.  7 

Action  Drama.  A story  of  the  army  activities 
of  British  soldiers  on  India’s  frontiers.  Patric 
Knowles,  Richard  Cromwell,  Rochelle  Hudson. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

'lentil  Avenue  Kid . . 7025 . . (56) Aug.  22 

Action  Drama.  The  son  of  a mobster  is 
adopted  by  the  cop  who  had  killed  the  boy’s 
father  In  a gunfight.  The  mob  snatches  the 
boy  to  keep  him  from  talking  but  the  cop  and 
the  youngster  emerge  as  heroes  In  the  gun 
battle  that  follows.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy  Ryan, 
Beverly  Roberts.  Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus. 

Western  Jamboree.  .841.  . (59)  Dec.  2 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  saves  his  boss’s 
property  from  two  men  anxious  to  get  him  to 
sell  before  he  discovers  his  land  holds  valuable 
helium  deposits.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Jean  Rouverol.  Director:  Ralph  Staub. 


RKO  Radio 

Affairs  of  Annabel^  The . .902 . . (08) Sept.  9 

Comedy.  A behind-the-scenes  satire  on  Holly- 
wood, featuring  a pampered  star  and  a studio 
press  agent  assigned  to  elevate  her  to  page 
one  publicity.  Jack  Gakie,  Lucille  Ball.  Di- 
rector: Ben  Stoloff. 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour.  .908. . (61) Nov.  11 

Comedy.  A motion  picture  celebrity  and  her 
press  agent  go  on  a tour  to  restore  her  waning 
popularity,  but  the  star  tries  to  swap  her 
career  for  a one-sided  romance  with  a titled 
married  novelist.  Jack  Oakie,  Lucille  Ball. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Arizona  Legion.  .982. . (58)  Jan,  20 

Western.  The  hero,  working  secretly  as  head 
of  a vigilante  group,  rids  Arizona  of  marauding 
bandits.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson.  Di- 
rector: David  Howard. 

Blond  Cheat.  .831.  . (62)  June  17 

Comedy  Drama.  An  actress,  hired  by  a rich 
pawnbroker  to  break  up  the  engagement  of  his 
daughter,  falls  in  love  with  the  man  she  was 
paid  to  vamp.  Joan  Fontaine,  Derrick  de  Mar* 
ney.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Border  G-Man.  .882.  . (60)  June  24 

Western.  A Federal  investigator  poses  as  a 
ranch  foreman  and  rounds  up  a gang  of  gun- 
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smugglers  who  are  using  the  ranch  as  their 
base.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson,  John 
Miljan.  Director:  David  Howard. 

Breaking  the  Ice.  .845.  . (83) Aug.  36 

Comedy  with  Music.  A young  iad  of  much 
promise  in  the  ice  skating  rink,  gives  it  all 
up  to  fulfill  his  ambition  to  take  his  mother 
to  Goshen,  Indiana.  Bobby  Breen,  Dolores  Cos- 
tello, Irene  Dare.  Director:  Eddie  Cline. 

Carefree . . 837 . . (83)  Sept.  3 

Musical  Comedy.  A psychiatrist  attempts  to 
aid  a young  lawyer  and  his  fiancee,  who  re- 
fuses to  marry  him  until  she,  too,  becomes  a 
lawyer.  Humorous  complications  evolve,  and 
when  the  smoke  has  cleared  the  doctor  finds 
he  is  in  love  with  the  girl.  Fred  Astaire,  Gin- 
ger Rogers,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Mark 
Sandrich. 

Crime  Ring.  .836.  . (70)  July  8 

Melodrama.  A newspaper  reporter  exposes  the 
fortune-telling  racket,  with  the  aid  of  a girl 
who  poses  as  a mystic  to  gather  evidence 
against  the  syndicate  which  tries  to  collect 
10  per  cent  of  her  "take."  Allan  Dane,  Frances 
Mercer.  Director:  Leslie  Goodwins. 

Fugitives  for  a Night.  .803. . (63) Sept.  33 

Melodrama.  A studio  manager  is  murdered  and 
a stooge  he  had  fired,  together  with  the  latter’s 
girl  friend,  are  accused.  Frank  Albertson. 
Eleanor  Lynn,  Bradley  Page.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

Great  Man  Votes,  The.  .913.  . (70) ...Jan.  13 

Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  his  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  John  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Having  Wonderful  Time.  .819. . (70) July  1 

Comedy.  Romances  and  rigmaroles  of  a sum- 
mer vacation  camp.  Ginger  Rogers,  Douglas 
Fairbanks  jr.  Director:  A1  Santell. 

I’m  From  the  City.  .834. . (71) Aug.  6 

Comedy.  Normally  afraid  of  horses,  Joe  Pen- 
ner  shines  as  a trick  rider  when  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a ruthless  manager.  Seeing  his  per- 
formance. a girl  takes  him  west  to  ride  in  a 
race  against  an  Indian.  Joe  Penner,  Richard 
Lane,  Kay  Sutton.  Director:  Ben  Holmes. 

Law  West  of  Tombstone.  .909. . (73) Nov.  18 

Western.  A dramatization  of  the  days  of  the 
old  west,  in  which  an  ex-outlaw  moves  to  a 
new  frontier  and  establishes  law  and  order. 
Harry  Carey,  Tim  Holt,  Evelyn  Brent.  Di- 
rector: Glenn  Tyron. 

Lawless  Valley . .981.  . (69)  Nov.  4 

Western.  A young  cowboy,  sent  to  prison  on  a 
false  charge  of  stage  robbery,  is  paroled,  and 
returns  to  find  his  sweetheart  held  prisoner  on 
her  ranch  by  a couple  of  lawless  valley  over- 
lords,  one  of  whom  is  guilty  of  the  robbery 
charge.  George  O’Brien,  Kay  Sutton.  Director: 
David  Howard. 

Mad  Miss  Manton.  .906. . (78)  Oct.  31 

Mystery  Comedy.  A society  girl  with  a de- 
tective complex  uncovers  a murder  but  can’t 
get  the  police  to  believe  her.  A newspaper 
berates  her  and  is  sued  for  libel,  and  in  the 
interim  the  girl  solves  the  mystery.  Barbara 


Stanwyck,  Henry  Fonda.  Director:  Leigh 
Jason. 

Man  to  Remember,  A.  .905..  (80) Oct.  14 


Drama.  The  life  story  of  a rural  doctor,  whose 
humanitarianism  stands  out  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  selfish,  hypocritical  town  biggies  who  are 
antagonistic  to  him  during  his  lifetime.  Edward 
Ellis,  Ann  Shirley.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Mother  Carey’s  Chickens.  .833.  . (80) July  39 

Comedy  Drama.  The  struggles  of  an  English 
captaiw’s  widow  living  on  a meager  pension, 
and  the  love  triangle  of  her  two  daughters  who 
are  In  love  with  the  same  man.  Anne  Shirley, 
Ruby  Keeler,  James  Ellison,  Pay  Bainter.  Di- 
rector: Rowland  V.  Lee. 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off . .904. . (76) Oct.  7 

Comedy.  The  father  of  a collegiate  swing  band 
leader,  offers  to  donate  $200,000  to  the  university 
if  the  coaching  staff  can  make  a football  star 
of  his  son  who  dislikes  the  game.  Joa  Penner, 
June  Travis.  Director:  Leslie  Goodwins. 

Next  Time  I Marry  (formerly  Trailer 

Romance) . .910. . (65)  Dec.  3 

Comedy.  Paced  with  loss  of  an  inheritance  un- 
less, she  gets  an  American  husband,  but  in  love 
with  a Count,  a girl  marries  a WPA  worker. 
The  quick  divorce  agreed  upon  Is  forgotten 
when  romance  enters.  Lucille  Ball,  James  Elli- 
son, Lee  Bowman.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Pacific  Liner.  .914. . (76)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  A ship’s  doctor  tries  to  stem  the 
spread  of  Asiatic  cholera  aboard  a traveling 
vessel,  but  the  chief  engineer  hampers  his  ef- 
forts, while  threats  of  mutiny  and  death  prevail. 
Victor  McDaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Painted  Desert.  .883.  . (59)  Aug.  13 


Western.  The  hero  thwarts  the  efforts  of  vil- 
lains to  gain  control  of  a tungsten  mine  located 
on  his  ranch.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  John- 
son, Ray  Whitley.  Director:  David  Howard. 

Peck's  Bad  Boy  With  the 

Circus.  .948. . (68)  Nov.  35 

Comedy  Drama.  Tommy  pinchhits  for  Ann  as 
a bareback  rider  with  the  circus  when  Ann  is 
hurt.  He  comes  through  with  flying  colors. 
Tommy  Kelly,  Ann  Gillis.  Director:  Edward  F. 
Cline. 

Renegade  Ranger.  .884.  . (60) Sept.  16 

Western.  A girl  attempts  to  remedy  the  wrongs 
of  land  thieves  and  is  arrested  for  murder,  but 
the  hero  pins  the  killing  on  a crooked  tax  col- 
lector and  wins  the  girl.  George  O’Brien,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director:  David  Howard. 

liooiu  Service.  .901. . (80)  Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A penniless  theatrical  producer  and 
his  assistants  fake  measles  to  keep'  from  being 
thrown  out  of  their  hotel  and  persuade  the 
manager  to  finance  their  show.  Marx  Brothers, 
Ann  Miller,  Frank  Albertson.  Director;  William 
A.  Seller. 

Saint  in  New  York.  .830. . (73) June  3 

Detective  Melodrama.  Based  on  the  "saint’’ 
stories  by  Leslie  Charteris,  in  which  the  "Baint” 
turns  Robin  Hood  and  helps  a civic  committee 
clean  up  a gang  of  desperadoes.  Louis  Hayward, 
Kay  Sutton,  Paul  Gullloyle.  Director;  Ben 
Holmes. 

Sky  Giant.  .835. . (80)  July  33 

Melodrama.  Two  daredevil  aviators  of  a com- 
mercial airline  are  assigned  to  map  the  world 
from,  the  air,  and  nearly  lose  their  lives  when 
imperfect  maps  cause  them  to  crash.  Richard 
Dix,  Chester  Morris,  Joan  Fontaine.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Smashing  the  Rackets.  .833.  . (80) Aug.  19 

Melodrama.  A G-Man  quits  to  become  Junior 
prosecutor  in  the  office  of  the  D.  A.,  where  he 
learns  of  the  existence  of  protected  rackets,  and 
sets  out  to  clean  up  the  town.  Chester  Mor- 
ris, Bruce  Cabot,  Frances  Mercer.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Tarnished  Angel  (formerly  Miracle  Racket) 

907..  (67)  Oct.  38 

Melodrama.  A nightclub  hostess,  hiding  out 
from  police,  disguises  herself  as  an  evangelist 
and  plots  to  steal  a priceless  necklace  until 
she  discovers  her  fake  “faith  cures”  are  get- 
ting results.  Sally  Eilers,  Lee  Bowman.  Di- 
rector; Leslie  Goodwins. 


State  Rights 

Country  Bride.  . (85)  Aiukino 

Comedy.  A gay  Russian  comedy  dealing  with 
the  trials  and  tribulations  of  a pair  of  collec- 
tive farm  workers  in  love.  F.  N.  Kurlkhln,  Maria 
Ladynina.  Director;  Ivan  Plrlov. 

Courier  of  Lyons. . (93) Pax  Films 

Drama.  The  story  of  an  18th  century  mail  rob- 
bery in  France,  in  which  all  the  thieves  but 
the  leader  are  caught.  The  wrong  man  is  mis- 
taken as  the  leader  and  is  guillotined  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Pierre  Blanchar,  Dita 
Parlo.  Dorville.  Director:  Maurice  Lehamn. 

Dark  Sands..  (75)  Record  Pictures 

Drama.  A soldier,  unjustly  accused  of  murder, 
flees  the  army  and  becomes  leader  of  a desert 
tribe,  due  to  his  medical  and  general  knowledge, 
but  is  unaware  that  his  superior  officer  who 
befriends  him  is  court-martialed.  Paul  Robe- 
son, Henry  Wllooxon.  Director:  Thornton  Free- 
land. 

Delinquent  Parents  (63)  Progressive 

Drama.  Woman  judge  makes  amends  for  her 
daughter  whom  she  placed  in  a foundling  home. 
Doris  Weston,  Maurice  Murphy,  Helen  Mac- 
Kellar.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Duke  Is  ’Tops,  The..  (66) Million  Dollar  Prod. 

Musical.  An  all-Negro  musical.  The  hero  sac- 
rifices his  own  stage  ambitions  for  his  sweet- 
heart singer,  while  he  goes  down  the  ladder 
and  ends  up  with  a medicine  show.  Ralph 
Cooper,  Lena  Horne.  Director:  Bill  Nolty. 

Great  John  Ericsson,  The..  (94) Scandinavian 

Swedish  picturization  of  a phase  of  American 
history,  depicting  a chapter  in  John  Ericsson’s 
life,  the  man  who  turned  the  tide  of  the  Civil 
War.  As  a prologue.  Count  Bernadette,  nephew 
to  King  Gustav  V of  Sweden,  greets  America. 
Victor  Seasirom,  Marta;  Ekstrom,  Sigurd  Wallen. 
Director.  Gustaf  Edgren. 

I.enin  in  October. . (93)  Amlrino 

Drama.  A chronicle  of  the  life  of  Lenin  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  the  Revolution.  Boris 
V.  Shchukin.  N.  Svobodln.  Director:  Mikhail 
Romm. 

Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven. . (80) World 

Drama.  A French  production  bringing  the  im- 
mortal music  of  the  famous  composer  to  the 
screen  and  unfolding  his  tragic  love  stoi^.  Harry 


Baur,  Annie  Ducaux,  Pauley  Debucourt,  Janny 

Holt.  Director;  Abel  Gance. 

Paroled  From  the  Big  House..  (60) J.D.K. 

Drama.  The  story  of  what  happens  to  paroled 
convicts,  the  love  interest  being  centered 

around  a girl  whose  father  has  been  killed  by 
the  gangsters  and  a cop  masquerading  as  a 
convict  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  pal.  Jean 
Carmen,  Richard  Adams.  Director:  Elmer 

Clifton. 

Slipper  Episode,  Tlte..(80) French  Film 

Farce.  Two  casual  acquaintances  tour  a large 
slice  of  Europe  to  return  a missing  slipper  to  a 
faithless  wife.  Betty  Stockflcld,  Roger  Trevllle. 
Director;  Jean  De  Llmur. 

Tarzan  aud  the  Green  Goddess.  . (73)  ...  .Principal 

A Statue  containing  a secret  formula  for  an 
explosive  is  the  center  of  a rigorous  search 
by  an  English  party  and  an  unscrupulous  out- 
fit who  fight  it  out  in  the  Guatemalan  jungle 


for  possession  of  the  formula.  Herman  Brix, 
Ula  Holt.  Director;  Edward  Kull. 

’Ten  Laps  to  Go..  (67) Ace  Pictures 


Action  Drama.  A romance  of  the  speedway  in 
which  a racing  driver  loses  his  nerve  after  a 
crackup,  but  regains  it  in  time  to  save  his  boss 
from  an  unscrupulous  driver  who  attempts  to 
steal  his  invention  plans  and  wreck  his  ma- 
chine. Rex  Lease,  Muriel  Evans,  Tom  Moore. 
Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

’They  Were  Five..  (78)  Lenauer 

Drama.  Five  friends,  banded  together  by  ad- 
versity, win  a small  fortune  in  a lottery  and 
pool  their  resources  to  build  an  inn.  As  the 
picture  closes  only  two  of  the  five  friends  are 
left.  Jean  Gabin,  Charles  Vanel.  Director: 

Julien  Duvivier. 

Three  Legionnaires. . (63)  General 

Comedy.  Two  doughboys  stationed  in  an  obscure 
Siberian  village,  unaware  that  the  war  is  over, 
stage  some  hectic  Incidents  that  nearly  laud 
them  before  the  firing  squad.  Robert  Armstrong, 
Lyle  Talbot,  Fifi  D’Orsay,  Donald  Meek,  Anne 
Nagel,  Man  Mountain  Dean.  Director:  Hamilton 
MacFadden. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band.  .903. . (105)4|!.  .Aug.  19 

Musical  Comedy.  A cavalcade  of  American 
music  for  the  past  25  years,  featuring  Irving 
Berlin’s  song  hits  of  those  decades.  Tyrone 
Power,  Alice  Faye,  Don  Ameche.  Director: 
Henry  King. 

Always  Goodbye.  .853. . (75)  July  1 

Drama.  A young  mother  makes  a sacrifice 
for  her  son  and  for  the  man  she  loves.  Bar- 
bara Stanwyck,  Herbert  Marshall,  Ian  Hunter. 
Director;  Sidney  Lanfield. 

Always  in  Trouble.  .914. . (70)  Nov.  4 

Comedy  Drama.  Jane  Withers  tries  to  get  her 
family  to  give  up  their  social-climbing  ideas 
after  her  lather  suddenly  becomes  a multi- 
millionaire, and  plunges  everything  into  a tur- 
moil, which  is  straightened  out  by  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard.  Jane  Withers,  Eddie  Collins,  Jean 
Rogers,  Nana  Bryant.  Director;  Joseph  Sant- 
ley. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu.  .938.  . (65) Jan.  13 

Mystery.  While  at  hom.e  in  Hawaii,  awaiting 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild,  Chan  solves  a 
murder  committed  on  a tramp  steamer.  Sidney 
Toler,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director;  H.  Bruce  Hum- 
berstone. 

Down  on  the  Farm.  .930.  . (61) Dec.  16 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Jones  Family  vacations  on 
a farm,  and  Pa  Jones  is  forced  to  make  good 
his  boasts  at  the  corn-husking  bee  to  win 
nomination  to  the  state  senate.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Louise  Fazenda.  Director: 
Malcolm  St.  Clair. 

Five  of  a Kind.  .919. . (83) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Dionne  Quints  in  a danc- 
ing and  singing  role,  woven  into  a plot  of 
two  rival  newspaper  reporters,  one  a girl,  who 
attempt  to  scoop  each  other  on  every  occasion 
until  they  agree  to  pool  their  interests  in  mar- 
riage. Dionne  Quintuplets,  Claire  Trevor,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Gateway.  .901. . (74)  Aug.  5 

Drama.  Innocently  involved  in  a ship  scandal, 
an  Irish  lass  is  rescued  from  Ellis  Island  by 
efforts  of  the  hero.  Arisen  Whelan,  Don 
Ameche,  Binnie  Barnes,  Gregory  Ratoff.  Di- 
rector: Alfred  Werker. 

Hold  That  Co-ed . .907 ..  (80)  Sept.  16 

Comedy.  Politics  and  football  are  humorously 
blended  when  a wind-jamming  politician  ties 
up  his  senatorial  campaign  with  the  state  uni- 
versity football  team.  John  Barrymore,  George 
Murphy,  Joan  Davis.  Director:  George  Marshall. 

I’ll  Give  a Million.  .855.  . (70) July  33 

Comedy  Drama.  A millionaire,  tired  of  money- 
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grabbing  leeches,  changes  clothes  with  a tramj) 
and  wanders  off  in  search  of  some  one  who 
would  be  kind  to  him  for  himself.  Warner 


Baxter,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Peter  Lorre.  Direc- 
tor: Walter  Lang. 

Josette.  .839.  . (70)  June  3 


Musical  Comedy.  A New  Orleans  cafe  cutte 
doubles  for  a French  songbird  who  has  flown, 
and  finds  herself  a target  for  the  romantic 
whims  of  two  brothers.  Don  Ameche,  Simone 
Simon.  Robert  Young.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

Just  -Around  the  Comer.  .915. . (71) Nov.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  America’s  child  sweetheart 
plays  the  role  of  an  architect’s  daughter,  whom 
she  helps  get  a new  start  in  his  career.  Shir- 
ley Temple.  Joan  Davis.  Bill  Robinson,  Charles 
Farrell.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Keep  Smiling.  .902.  . (77)  Aug.  12 

Drama.  A little  girl  treks  to  Hollywood  to  be 
with  her  uncle  and  crashes  the  movies,  at  the 
same  time  helping  her  uncle  who  Is  down-and- 
out.  Jane  Withers,  Henry  Wllcoxon,  Gloria 
Stuart.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Kentucky.  .923. . (95)  0 Dec.  30 

Action  Drama.  Family  feuding,  which  keeps 
two  lovers  apart,  is  forgotten  when  the  girl’s 
horse  wins  the  Kentucky  Derby.  Loretta  Young, 
Richard  Greene,  Ralph  Morgan.  Director:  David 
Butler. 

Little  Miss  Broadway. . 856.  . (70) July  29 

Musical  Comedy.  An  orphanage  inmate  is 
adopted  by  the  manager  of  a hotel  catering  to 
show  people  and  she  comes  to  the  rescue  when 
the  hotel  owner  tries  to  foreclose  for  a $2,500 
debt.  Shirley  Temple,  George  Murphy.  Jimmy 
Durante.  Director;  Irving  Cummings. 

Meet  the  Girls.  .910.  . (66) Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  stranded  in  Hono- 
lulu, inadvertently  stow  away  on  a liner  bound 
for  the  states  and  become  mixed  up  in  a Jewel 
theft.  June  Lang,  Lynn  Bari,  Erik  Rhodes. 
Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

Mr.  Moto’s  iJist  Warning.  .926.  . (71) Jan.  20 

Melodrama.  Moto  masquerades  as  an  Oriental 
shopkeeper  to  trap  a renegade  who  tries  to  blow 
up  the  French  fleet  as  it  enters  Port  Said,  thus 
averting  a world  war.  Peter  Lorre,  Ricardo 
Cortez,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Chance.  .819.  . (63) June  24 

Melodrama.  Peter  Lorre,  as  Mr.  Moto,  and  Ro- 
chelle Hudson,  assume  roles  of  secret  agents 
in  an  Indo-China  village  in  the  throes  of  po- 
litical skullduggery,  Peter  Lorre,  Rochelle  Hud- 
son. Director:  Norman  Foster. 

My  Lucky  Star.  .905.  . (84) Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Sonja  Henle  as  a modern  girl 
on  a co-ed  campus  performs  a series  of  new 
numbers  on  her  silver  skates.  Sonja  Henie, 
Richard  Greene.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 

Mysterious  Sir.  Moto.  .912.  . (62) Oct.  21 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto,  on  the  trail  of  inter- 
national assassins,  deliberately  has  himself  im- 
prisoned on  Devil’s  Island,  where  he  “escapes” 
with  a member  of  the  suspected  band,  who  un- 
wittingly leads  him  to  the  assassins’  hideout. 
Peter  Lorre,  Mary  Maguire.  Director;  Norman 
Poster. 

One  Wild  Night.  .850.  . (72) June  10 

Mystery  Comedy.  Three  prominent  men  arrange 
to  be  “kidnaped”  to  escape  nagging  wives  and 
become  the  center  of  mystery  with  every  citi- 
zen a suspect  until  the  plot  Is  exposed.  June 
Lang,  Dick  Baldwin,  Lyle  Talbot,  Director; 
Eugene  Forde, 

Panamint’s  Bad  Man.  .853, . (60) July  8 

Western,  A deputy  marshal,  assigned  to  stop 
a series  of  stage  holdups  near  a frontier  town, 
poses  as  a gunman  to  gain  the  confidence  of 
the  outlaws  and  finally  brings  about  their 
capture.  Smith  Ballew,  Evelyn  Daw.  Director: 
Ray  Taylor. 

Passport  Husband.  .854.  . (67)  July  15 

Comedy.  A Latin  dancer  is  about  to  be  de- 
ported as  an  alien,  but  a marriage  of  con- 
venience is  arranged  for  her  with  a dim-wit- 
ted American,  so  she  can  carry  on  her  ro- 
mancing with  a gangster  sweetheart.  Stuart 
Erwin,  Harold  Huber,  Joan  Woodbury.  Direc- 
tor: James  Tinting. 

Koad  Demon.  .918.  . (70)  Dec.  2 

Action  Drama.  Racketeers  responsible  for  the 
killing  of  an  Indianapolis  racetrack  driver  try 
similar  treatment  on  his  son,  but  are  outwit- 
ted by  a truckdriver  who  takes  the  boy’s  place 
at  the  wheel.  Henry  Arthur,  Joan  Valerie,  Hen- 
ry Armetta,  Tom  Beck.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Safety  in  Numbers.  .906.  . (55) Sept.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Jones  Family  are  taken 
in  by  a group  of  promoters  who  float  a stock 
issue  to  the  gullible  townsfolk  by  selling  them 
the  idea  that  the  old  swamp-water  is  laden  with 
health-giving  minerals.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley 
Deane,  Spring  Byington.  Director:  Malcolm  St, 
Clair. 

Sharpshooters.  .916.  . (64)  Nov.  18 

Action  Drama.  A couple  of  roving  newsreel 


cameramen  save  a boy  ruler  of  a mythical 
European  kingdom  from  assassination.  Brian 
Donlevy,  Wally  Vernon,  Lynn  Bari.  Director: 
James  Tinling. 

Smiling  Along.  .933. . (85)  Jan.  20 

Musical  Comedy.  The  adventures  of  a troupe  of 
musical  comedy  artists  which  goes  on  its  own 
when  the  manager  tries  to  chisel  on  a benefit 
show.  Grade  Fields,  Roger  Livesey,  Mary  Ma- 
guire. Director:  Monty  Banks. 

Speed  to  Burn.  .904. . (60) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama.  A Jockey’s  love  for  his  horse 
outwits  a group  of  racetrack  racketeers  who 
are  determined  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
horse  before  the  big  race.  Marvin  Stephens. 
Michael  Whalen,  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Straight,  Place  and  Show.  .911. . (65) Sept.  30 

Musical.  A broken-down  race  horse  is  entered 
in  the  steeplechase  and  wins  the  race.  Rltz 
Bros.  Ethel  Merman,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director; 
David  Butler. 

Submarine  Patrol . .909. . (95)  Nov.  25 

Action  Drama.  A rich  man’s  son,  working  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  falls  in  love  with  the 
daughter  of  a munitions  freighter  skipper,  who 
objects  to  the  boy.  But  they  win  him  over 

when  they  sink  an  enemy  U-Boat.  Richard 
Greene,  Nancy  Kelly,  George  Bancroft.  Direc- 
tor: John  Ford. 

Suez.  .913. . (104)  Oct.  28 

Historical  drama.  A history  of  the  construction 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  with  the  love  interest  woven 
around  a countess  who  deserts  the  man  who 
loves  her  to  become  the  wife  of  Louis  Na- 

poleon. Tyrone  Power,  Annabella,  Loretta 
Young,  J.  Edward  Bromberg.  Director:  Allan 
Dwan. 

Thanks  for  Everything.  .917.  . (70) Dec.  23 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  head  of  an  advertis- 
ing agency  tries  to  make  a human  guinea  pig 
out  of  a young  man  who  comes  to  eollect  the 

$25,000  prize  he  won  from  the  agency  in  a na- 

tional contest.  Adolphe  Menjou,  Jack  Oakle, 
Jack  Haley,  Arleen  Whelan.  Director:  William 
A.  Selter. 

Three  Blind  Mice.  .851.  . (75) June  17 

Comedy.  Three  sisters  who  own  a Kansas 
chicken  ranch  gamble  their  savings  on  an  ex- 
pensive trip  In  their  search  for  luxury  and  rich 
husbands,  one  of  therm  posing  as  an  heiress. 
Loretta  Young,  Joel  McCrea,  David  Niven,  Bin- 
nie  Barnes.  Director:  William  A.  Selter. 

Time  Out  for  Murder.  .968.  . (60) Sept.  23 

Mystery.  A woman  Is  murdered  and  the  young 
bank  cleik  who  had  been  sent  to  pick  up  her 
Jewels  is  accused.  Gloria  Stuart,  Michael  Wha- 
len. Director:  H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Up  the  River.  .924.  . (75) Dec.  9 

Comedy.  A farce  directed  at  football  teama  of 
penal  institutions.  Preston  Foster,  Tony  Mar- 
tin, Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  Alfred  Worker. 

We’re  Going  to  Be  Rich.  .857. . (78) July  8 

Comedy.  A story  of  the  “Gay  Nineties”  In 
which  a variety  star  and  her  shiftless  husband 
find  themselves  stranded  through  his  Invest- 
ment in  a bogus  mine,  and  she  is  forced  to 
work  in  a “honky  tonk”  Joint,  where  the  boss 
falls  in  love  with  her.  Grade  Fields,  Victor 
McLaglen,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director:  Monty 
Banks. 

AVhile  New  York  Sleeps  (formerly  Inside 

Story) . .922. . (61)  Jan.  6 

Mystery  Drama.  Two  roving  reporters  on  the 
trail  of  a scoop  are  plunged  into  the  midst  of  a 
murder  mystery.  Michael  Whalen,  Jean  Rogers, 
Harold  Huber,  Chick  Chandler.  Director:  H. 
Bruce  Humberstone. 


United  Artists 

Algiers.  . (95)  Aug.  6 

Drama.  The  entrance  of  the  heroine  proves  the 
undoing  of  a noted  Jewel  thief  who  is  safe  so 
long  as  he  maintains  his  hideout  in  the  native 
quarter  of  Algiers.  Charles  Boyer,  Slgrid  Gurie, 
Hedy  Lamarr.  Director;  John  Cromiwell. 

Blockade.  . (85)  June  17 

Drama.  The  love  of  a peasant  for  a beautiful 
spy  is  dramatically  portrayed  against  the  back- 
ground of  the  Spanish  revolution.  Madeleine  Car- 
roll,  Henry  Fonda,  Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Dleterle. 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady,  The..  (91) Nov.  17 

Comedy  Drama.  Gary  Cooper,  this  time  as  a 
cowboy,  teaches  society  folk  good  manners  and 
wins  the  heart  of  rich  Merle  Oberon  for  keeps. 
Gary  Cooper,  Merle  Oberon,  Patsy  Kelly,  Walter 
Brennan.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

Drums  (99)  (J) Sept.  30 

Adventure  Drama.  Starring  Sabu  of  “Elephant 
Boy”  fame,  this  is  a story  of  military  adventure 
on  England’s  imperialistic  bypasses  in  Northern 
India,  where  native  tribes  try  to  throw  off  Great 
Britain’s  yoke.  Sabu,  Raymond  Massey.  Di- 
rector: Zoltan  Korda. 


Duke  of  West  Point,  The.  .(105) Dec.  29 

Drama.  An  arrogant  cadet  proves  to  his  class- 
men  his  unselfishness  when  he  takes  the  blame 
for  an  infraction  of  rules  to  save  a friend.  Louis 
Hayward,  Joan  Fontaine,  Tom  Brown.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

There  Goes  My  Heart..  (84) ..Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  heiress  working  In  a 
department  store  meets  and  falls  in  love  with 
a newspaper  man  with  an  aversion  to  heiresses. 
Fredrlc  March.  Virginia  Bruce,  Patsy  Kelly.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Topper  Takes  a Trip..  (78) Jan.  12 

Comedy  Fantasy.  Continues  the  adventures  of 
Topper  and  his  spiritual  ghost.  Topper’s  wife 
seeks  a divorce  because  of  “another  woman” 
who  turns  out  to  be  a ghost.  Constance  Ben- 
nett, Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Trade  Winds..  (94) Dec.  Z‘i 

Action  Drama.  A private  detective  iran^  a 
girl  around  the  globe  as  a murder  suspect, 
brings  her  back  and  proves  her  Innocent.  Fred- 
ric  March,  Joan  Bennett,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann 
Sothern.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 

Young  in  Heart..  (90) Oct.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  A vagabond  family  is  in- 
vited by  a rich,  kindly  old  lady,  to  live  at  her 
home.  They  accept  with  the  Idea  of  influenc- 
ing her  to  will  them  her  fortune,  but  the  old 
lady’s  faith  in  each  member  of  the  family 
causes  them  to  settle  down.  Janet  Gaynor, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr.,  Roland  Young,  Minnie 
Dupree.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 


Universal 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front ..  Reissue . . 

3071..  (87)  May  15 

Drama.  War  drama  of  German  schoolboys 
plunged  into  a maelstrom  of  terror  that  shat- 
ters every  illusion  and  propels  their  lives  into  a 
new  perspective.  Lewis  Ayres,  Louis  Wolheim, 
Raymond  Griffith.  Director:  Lewis  Milestone. 

Black  Bandit.  .3051.  .(57)  Sept.  14 

Western.  A sheriff,  mistaken  for  his  twin 
brother  who  Is  wanted  for  cattle  rustling,  is  ar- 
rested by  cattlemen,  but  the  heroine  leads  the 
posse  to  the  outlaws’  hideout.  Bob  Baker,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Danger  on  the  Air.  .2032.  . (65) July  1 

Detective  Drama.  An  unethical  business  man  Is 
murdered  under  mysterious  circumstances  in  a 
broadcasting  station.  Donald  Woods,  Nan  Grey, 
Sheets  Gallagher,  Berton  Churchill.  Director: 
Otis  Garrett. 

Devil's  Party..  2009..  (67)  May  20 

Action  Drama.  Story  of  four  chums  brought 
up  in  the  slums  of  New  York  and  how  they 
are  later  brought  together  under  tragic  cir- 
cumstances through  the  crime  activities  of  one 
of  them.  Victor  McLaglen,  William  Gargan, 
Paul  Kelly.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

Exposed.  .3032. . (63)  Nov.  4 

Action  Drama.  A girl  reporter  and  a former 
prominent  prosecutor  on  the  trail  of  a bandit 
gang  succeed  In  rounding  up  the  criminals  and 
bringing  them  to  Justice.  Glenda  Farrell,  Otto 
Kruger.  Director:  Harold  Schuster 

Freshman  Year.  .3025. . (68)  Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  college  freshmen  insti- 
tute a “flunk  insurance”  bureau  for  students 
after  one  of  the  professors,  shaken  by  an  edi- 
torial in  the  college  paper  about  him,  changes 
the  examination  and  the  whole  class  flunks. 
Constance  Moore,  William  Lundlgan,  Stanley 
Hughes.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Gambling  Ship..  (60) Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A young  girl  takes  over  the 
operation  of  her  father’s  gambling  vessel  when 
he  is  murdered  by  a notorious  rival.  Romance 
blooms  when  a G-Man  comes  to  the  rescue. 
Robert  Wilcox,  Helen  Mack,  Irving  Plchel. 
Director:  Aubrey  Scotto. 

Ghost  Town  Riders.  .3054. . (54) Dec.  16 

Western.  A gang  of  crooks  try  to  steal  the 
claim  on  mining  property  owned  by  a girl,  but 
the  hero  wipes  them  out  in  a gunflght.  Bob 
Baker,  Fay  Shannon.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 

Guilty  Trails.  .3052. . (57)  Oct.  21 

Western.  Bob  Baker  gives  up  his  sheriff’s 
badge  after  the  father  of  his  girl  dies.  He  be- 
comes foreman  of  the  girl’s  ranch  to  help  her 
pay  off  a note.  He  finds  the  note  fraudulent 
and  the  holder  the  murderer.  Bob  Baker,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

His  Exciting  Night  (formerly  Adam’s 

Evening).  .3036.  .(63)  Nov.  11 

Comedy.  Charlie  Ruggles  is  the  victim  of  a 
series  of  practical  Jokes  on  the  first  night  of 
his  wedding,  being  snatched  from  his  bride  and 
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getting  Involved  with  a blonde.  Director:  Gus 
Meins. 

Honor  of  the  West.  .3055.  . (58) Jan.  13 

Western.  A sheriff  resigns  rather  than  arrest 
his  pal  whom  he  knows  is  guilty  of  cattle 
rustling,  but  he  captures  the  gang  after  his 
friend  is  killed.  Bob  Baker,  Marjorie  Bell, 
Carleton  Young.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Lady  in  the  Morgue,  The.  .2027. . (70) Apr.  22 

Mystery  Drama.  A Crime  Club  mystery  where- 
in the  body  of  a murdered  woman  disappears 
from  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks, 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Otis 
Garrett, 

Last  Express,  The.  .3028. . (63)  Oct.  28 

Mystery  Drama.  An  underworld  chief  hires  a 
private  detective  to  retrieve  damaging  evidence 
made  against  him,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he 
is  faced  with  the  solution  of  two  murders. 
Kent  Taylor,  Dorothea  Kent,  Addison  Richards. 
Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Last  Warning,  The.  .3027.  . (63) Jan.  6 

Mystery  Melodrama.  One  of  the  Crime  Club 
series,  in  which  Detective  Crane  Is  called  in  to 
track  down  the  "Eye,”  a mysterious  extortionist. 
Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks,  Joyce  Compton. 
Director:  A1  Rogeil. 

Letter  of  Introduction.  .2003. . (103) Aug.  12 

Comedy  with  music.  An  unheard-of  daughter 
with  stage  ambitions  overwhelms  her  vain 
father,  with  Edgar  Bergen  and  Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy contributing  to  the  action.  Adolphe  Men- 
jou,  Andrea  Leeds.  Director:  James  Whale. 

Little  Tough  Guy.  .2008. . (83) July  22 

Drama.  Featuring  the  six  "Dead  End”  kids  In 
another  drama  of  the  slums,  dealing  with  much 
the  same  sociological  problems.  Robert  Wilcox, 
the  "Dead  End”  Kids.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society.  .3011. . (70)  . .Nov.  25 
Drama.  The  family  physician  for  a wealthy 
family  prescribes  as  a cure  for  their  spoiled  and 
sullen  child,  his  association  with  poor  boys  from 
the  East  Side  of  New  York.  Jackie  Searl. 
Mary  Boland,  Mischa  Auer,  Little  Tough  Guys. 
Director:  Erie  Kenton. 

Missing  Guest,  The.  .2031. . (69) Aug.  12 

Melodrama.  A newspaperman  Is  assigned  to 
bring  in  a story  getting  at  the  truth  of  the 
ghost  stories  surrounding  a mysterious  room  In 
a long-dead  millionaire’s  mansion.  At  a party 
given  in  the  room',  a guest  disappears  and  an- 
other is  murdered.  Paul  Kelly,  Constance 


Moore,  William  Lundigan.  Director:  John 
Rawlins. 

Newsboys’  Home.  .3015. . (73) ....Dec.  23 


Action  Drama.  A newsboy  helps  his  boss  win 
a circulation  war  against  an  opposition  paper, 
and  helps  the  editor  win  the  girl  he  loves. 
Jackie  Cooper,  Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

Outlaw  Express.  .2059.  . (56)  June  17 

Western.  A young  captain  In  the  U.  S.  Cavalry 
is  sent  to  solve  the  baffling  murders  of  sev- 
eral eastbound  Pony  Express  riders.  Bob  Baker. 
Cecilia  Callejo,  Don  Barclay.  Director:  George 
Waggner. 

Personal  Secretary.  .3034. . (62)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  A young  woman  reporter  takes  a job 
as  secretary  to  a rival  newspaperman,  without 
revealing  her  identity,  in  order  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  a murdered  man’s  wife.  Joy 
Hodges,  William  Gargan.  Director:  Max  Golden. 

Prairie  Justice.  .3053. . (67)  Nov.  4 

Western.  The  murderer  of  Bob  Baker’s  father 
and  leader  of  a gang  of  outlaws  undermining 
Dorothy  Fay’s  ranch,  turns  out  to  be  the  lat- 
ter’s uncle.  Bob  Baker,  Dorothy  Fay,  Jack 
Rockwell.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Prison  Break  ..2028. .(73)  JulylS 

Drama.  An  exposition  of  how  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstances takes  Its  toll  of  humian  lives  as  a 
fisherman  takes  the  "rap”  for  another’s  crime 
and  finds  the  going  tough  on  parole.  Barton 
MacLane,  Glenda  Farrell,  Paul  Hurst.  Director: 
Arthur  Lubln. 

Rage  of  Paris,  The.  .2006. . (78) July  1 

Comedy.  An  unemployed  model  foists  herself 
through  subterfuge  on  a wealthy  young  man 
who  falls  in  love  with  her.  Danielle  Darrleux, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr.,  Louis  Hayward.  Direc- 
tor: Henry  Koster. 

Reported  Missing . . 1006 . . (63) Aug.  15 

Action  Drama.  A young  man,  whose  device  for 
airplane  navigation  is  held  responsible  for  a 
crash  and  many  deaths  uncovers  the  real  cul- 
prit. William  Gargan,  Jean  Rogers,  Hobart 
Cavanaugh.  Director:  Milton  Carruth. 

Road  to  Reno,  The.  .3017. . (69) Sept.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A satirical  comedy  based  on 
the  Reno  divorce  mill,  in  which  an  opera  singer’s 
rancher  husband  refuses  to  divorce  her  so  that 
she  can  marry  another.  Randolph  Scott,  Hope 
Hampton.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 


-UP  ON  CURRENT  RELEASES 


Secrets  of  a Nurse.  .3022. . (69)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A criminal  lawyer  sacrifices  his 
reputation  to  save  his  rival,  a young  boxer, 
who  has  been  framed  in  the  killing  of  his 
manager.  Edmund  Lowe,  Helen  Mack,  Dick 
Foran,  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Service  De  Luxe.  .8013. . (85) Oct.21 

Comedy.  A young  woman,  operating  a personal 
service  bureau  is  called  upon  by  an  eccentric 
millionaire  to  sidetrack  his  nephew,  and  does 
herself  a personal  service  by  saving  the  latter 
from  her  man-crazy  rival.  Constance  Bennett. 
Vincent  Price.  Director:  Rowland  V.  L.ee. 

Storm,  The.  .3016. . (78)  Oct.28 

Melodrama.  Men  battle  the  elements  and  each 
other  in  this  drama  of  two  feuding  brothers  and 
a heartless  ship  captain  who  sends  one  of  two 
wireless  operators  needlessly  to  his  death. 
Charies  Bickford,  Preston  Poster,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

Strange  Faces . . 3035 . . (66)  Dec.2 

Action  Drama.  A gangster,  murdering  an  honest 
citizen  whom  he  resembles,  is  nipped  by  two 
reporters  in  his  attempt  to  marry  the  town’s 
rich  heiress.  Frank  Jenks,  Leon  Ames,  Doro- 
thea Kent.  Director:  Errol  Taggart. 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing.  .3021.  . (69) Dec.  16 

Musical.  A high-powered  press-agent  brings  a 
group  of  hometown  swing  artists  to  New  York 
to  present  their  new  dance,  "The  Baltimore 
Bubble.”  Ken  Murray,  Johnny  Downs,  Eddie 
Quillan.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Swing  That  Cheer.  .3026.  . (63) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  college  football  team 
players  who  can’t  get  along  set  their  prejudices 
aside  when  they  learn  the  coach’s  job  depends 
on  their  winning  the  games.  Tom  Brown,  Andy 
Devine,  Constance  Moore.  Director:  Harold 
Schuster. 

That  Certain  Age . . 2007 . . (95) Oct.  7 

Musical  Comedy.  A group  of  adolescents,  whose 
play-rehearsing  in  an  empty  house  is  disrupted 
by  new  tenants  moving  in,  arrange  to  "haunt” 
the  house  to  make  them  move.  Deanna  Durbin, 
Meivyn  Douglas,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Ed- 
ward Ludwig. 

Western  Trails.  .2038.  . (57)  June  3 

Western.  A young  man  feels  he  must  avenge 
the  death  of  his  father  before  he  can  find 
happiness  with  the  girl  he  loves.  Bob  Baker, 
Marjorie  Reynolds,  Jack  Kennedy.  Director: 
George  Waggner. 

Wives  Under  Suspicion.  .2010.  . (75) June  3 

Drama.  A hardboiled  prosecutor  finds  himself 
in  the  same  predicament  as  a man  he  had 
indicted,  when  he  almost  kills  his  wife  In  a 
jealous  rage  over  another  man.  Warren  Wil- 
liam, Gall  Patrick,  Ralph  Morgan.  Director: 
James  Whale. 

Young  Fugitives.  .2039.  . (68)  June  17 

Melodrama.  The  last  Civil  War  veteran,  hav- 
ing survived  all  of  his  comrades.  Inherits  $50,- 
000  and  uses  It  to  redeem  two  young  people  who 
have  strayed.  Harry  Davenport,  Robert  Wilcox, 
Dorothea  Kent.  Director:  John  Rawlins. 

Youth  Takes  a Fling.  .3012.  . (78) Sept.  30 

Comedy  Drama.  A farm  boy,  with  ambitions 
to  go  to  sea,  comes  to  the  city,  meets  and  falls 
in  love,  and  against  the  girl’s  wishes.  Is  de- 
termined to  realize  his  ambition.  On  board 
boat  he  becomes  seasick  and  goes  back  to  shore 
and  the  girl.  Joel  McCrea.  Andrea  Leeds,  Frank 
Jenks,  Director:  Archie  Mayo. 


Warner  Bros, 

Boy  Meets  Girl.  .303.  . (80) Aug.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  With  a boy-meets-loses-wlns- 
girl  theme  against  a motion  picture  studio 
background  which  burlesques  picture-making 
problems.  James  Cagney,  Pat  O’Brien,  Marie 


Wilson,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Lloyd 
Bacon. 

Brother  Rat.  .356. . (89)  Oct.  29 


Comedy.  From  the  Broadway  hit  stage  play, 
revolving  around  the  escapades  and  romances  of 
cadets  at  Virginia  Military  Institute.  Wayne 
Morris,  Eddie  Albert,  Ronald  Reagan,  Priscilla 
Lane.  Director:  William  Keighley. 

Cowboy  From  Brooklyn.  .217.  . (77) Aug.  13 

Musical  Comedy.  A Flatbush  entertainer,  mor- 
tally afraid  of  horses,  gets  on  a dude  ranch 
and  becomes  a cowboy  crooning  sensation,  only 
to  find  himself  entering  the  rodeo  show  after 
being  tricked  into  an  expose  by  a courtship 
rival.  Pat  O’Brien.  Dick  Powell.  Priscilla  Lane. 
Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Dawn  Patrol . . 303 . . (103) Dec.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  lives  of  two  British  fliers 
on  the  western  front  during  the  World  War. 
Errol  Flynn,  Basil  Rathbone.  Director:  Edmund 
Goulding. 

Devil’s  Island.  .313. . (62) Jan.  7 

Action  Drama.  A famous  surgeon,  unjustly  sen- 


fenced  to  the  infamous  Island,  heads  an  escape 
party,  which  ironically  is  picked  up  by  a ship 
bound  tor  the  colony.  Boris  Karloff,  Nedda 


Harrigan,  James  Stephenson.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Clemens. 

Footloose  Heiress,  The.  .123.  . (62) Aug.  21 


Romantic  Comedy.  The  accidental  appearance 
of  a wealthy  lad  disguised  as  a hobo,  changes 
the  marital  status  of  a young  girl  about  to 
elope.  Ann  Sheridan,  Craig  Reynolds,  Hugh 
O’Connell.  Director:  Williams  Clemens. 

Four’s  a Crowd.  .213.  . (95) Sept.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A newspaperman  lampoons 
a millionaire  stock  market  tycoon,  runs  off 
with  his  daughter,  but  falls  in  love  with  an- 
other girl.  Errol  Flynn,  Rosalind  Russell,  Olivia 


de  Havilland,  Walter  Connolly,  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Gold  Diggers  in  Paris . .206.  . (97) June  11 


Musical  Comedy.  A singing  and  dancing  spec- 
tacle, the  theme  revolving  itself  around  a 
French  envoy  who  invites  the  wrong  dancers  to 
appear  in  competition  at  the  Paris  Exposition. 
Rudy  Vallee,  Rosemary  Lane,  Hugh  Herbert, 
Allen  Jenkins.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Hard  to  Get.  .310. . (79)  Nov.  5 

Comedy.  A young  would-be  architect,  working 
in  a gasoline  station,  refuses  to  accept  as  a 
charge  the  gas  bought  by  a wealthy,  spoiled 
heiress,  and  forces  her  to  work  it  out.  Dick 
Powell,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Charles  Winninger. 
Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Little  Miss  Thoroughbred.  .219.  . (63) June  4 

Comedy  Drama.  A child  escapes  from  an 
orphanage  to  search  for  her  father  and  is  be- 
friended by  a race  track  gambler  and  his  wife 
who  end  up  in  court  on  a kidnaping  charge. 
Janet  Chapman,  John  Litel,  Ann  Sheridan.  Di- 
rector: John  Farrow. 

Men  Are  Such  Fools.  .215. . (69) July  16 

Comudy  Drama.  Based  on  the  Faith  Baldwin 
story,  in  which  a secretary  elevates  herself  to 
an  executive  position,  gives  up  her  job  to 
marry  only  to  return  again  after  It  falls.  By 
pretending  to  be  in  love  with  her  benefactor 
a reconciliation  is  effected.  Wayne  Morris, 
Priscilla  Lane.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

5L-.  Chump.  .227.  . (60)  Aug.  6 

Comedy.  A small-town  dreamer  makes  mil- 
lions on  paper  through  his  stock  manipulations. 
Johnny  Davis,  Lola  Lane,  Penny  Singleton.  Di- 
rector: William  Clemens. 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective.  . 319.  . (65) Nov.  12 

Drama.  Bonita  Granville  turns  detective  to  ex- 
pose Charles  Trowbridge,  who  drugs  wealthy 
old  women  out  of  the  way,  then  takes  their 
fortune.  Bonita  Granville,  John  Litel,  Frankie 
Thomas.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Off  the  Record  (formerly  Unfit  to  Print) 

314..  (71)  Jan.  21 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Bobby  Jordan.  Director:  James 
Flood. 

Racket  Busters.  .206.  . (71)  July  16 

Melodrama.  A group  of  truckmen  are  forced 
by  racketeers  to  pay  tribute  and  one  of  them 
who  needs  the  money  is  supposedly  on  the 
racketeers’  side,  but  comes  back  to  aid  his 
friends  when  a strike  Is  staged.  George  Brent, 
Gloria  Dickson.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Sisters,  The . . 302 . . (99)  Oct.  16 

Drama.  Portrays  the  lives  and  loves  of  three 
sisters  and  the  type  of  man  each  one  marries. 
Bette  Davis.  Errol  Flynn,  Anita  Louise.  Di- 
rector: Anatole  Lltvak. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal.  . (89) Jan.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  The  social  reform  of  a hard- 
boiled  fighter  who,  thinking  himself  guilty  of 
murder,  hides  out  on  an  Arizona  fruit  ranch. 
John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man.  .318. . (62) Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama.  The  sixth  of  the  Torchy  Blane 
series,  in  which  a counterfeiter  poses  as  a 
G-Man  to  gain  police  confidence,  but  is  ex- 
posed by  a girl  reporter.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLane,  Tom  Kennedy.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Beaudine. 

Valley  of  the  Giants.  .305. . (79)  (g)  Sept.  17 

Drama,  A life  and  death  battle  between  the 
land  owners  and  a group  of  financial  barons 
who  want  to  steal  their  timber  land.  Wayne 
Morris,  Charles  Bickford,  Claire  Trevor.  Di- 
rector: William  Keighley. 

White  Banners.  .208. . (88)  June  25 

Drama.  A story  of  human  loves  and  emotions 
that  might  be  the  story  of  a neighbor  or  of 
oneself.  Based  on  the  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  story 
of  faith,  philosophy  and  sacrifice.  Claude 
Rains,  Fay  Bainter,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director: 
Edmund  Goulding. 
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Alphabetical  Index  oF  Feature  Releases 

Designed  as  a Time-having  Guide  for  Exhibitors  Who  Know  the  Title  of  a Picture,  but  Do  Not  Recall  the  Producer  or  Distributor.  All  Pictures  listed 
Here  Appear  in  the  PRODUCTION  INDEX  in  Alphabetical  Order  Under  the  Proper  Company  Headings.  Date  Following  Title  is  Issue  of  Review. 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 
Affairs  of  Annabei  (RKO)  July  16 
Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band 
(20th-Fox)  June  4 
Algiers  (UA)  July  2 
Aii  Baba  Goes  to  Town  (20th-Foi) 
Oct.  30 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western 
Front  (Univ)  reissue 
Always  (Joodbye  (20th-Fox)  July  2 
Always  in  Trouble  (20th-Fox)  Aug. 20 
Amazing  Dr.  Clitterhouse  (P’N) 

July  9 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO)  Oct.  22 
Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Arkansas  Traveler  (Para) 

Army  Girl  (Rep)  July  23 
Arrest  Bnlldog  Drummond  (Para) 
Artists  and  Models  Abroad 
(Para)  Nov.  5 
Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 


B 

Bar  20  Justice  (Para)  April  16 
Barefoot  Boy  (Mono) 

Billy  the  Kid  Returns  (Rep)  Sept.  3 
Black  Bandit  (Univ) 

Blazing  Sixes  (WB) 

Blockade  (UA)  June  11 
Block-Heads  (M-G-M)  Aug.  20 
Blond  Cheat  (RKO)  May  28 
Blondie  (Col) 

Booloo  (Para)  July  2 
Border  G-Man  (RKO)  June  18 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (WB)  July  30 
Bo.vs’  Town  (M-G-M) 

Breaking  the  Ice  (RKO)  Sept.  3 
Broadway  Musketeers  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Brother  Rat  (WB)  Oct.  22 
Bulldog  Drummond  in  Africa 
(Para)  Aug.  6 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 
Jan.  14 


c 

California  Frontier  (Col) 

Campus  Confessions  (Para)  Sept.  17 
Carefree  (RKO)  Sept.  3 
Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 
(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 
Chaser,  The  (M-G-M)  July  30 
Chicago  Ben  (GB) 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M),  Dec.  17 
Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29 
Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29 
City  Streets  (Col) 

Colorado  Trail  (Col) 

Come  On,  Leathernecks  (Rep) 

Aug.  27 

Come  On,  Bangers  (Rep)  Dec.  3 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN),  Dec.  17 
Convict  99  (GB) 

Convicted  (Col) 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono) 

Countrj-  Bride  (Am(k)  June  18 
Courier  of  L.vons  (Pax)  June  18 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 

Cowboy  From  Brooklyn  (WB) 

June  18 

Crime  Over  London  (GB)  Aug.  13 
Crime  Ring  (RKO)  July  2 
Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col)  May  7 
Crowd  Roars  (M-G-M)  Aug.  6 


D 

Danger  on  the  Air  (Univ)  July  2 
Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Dark  Sands  (SR)  Aug.  20 
Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 
Delinquent  Parents  (Progr)  July  16 
Desert  Patrol  (Rep)  June  11 
Desperate  Adventure  (Rep)  July  30 
Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 
Devil’s  Part.v  (Univ)  May  28 
Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 
Down  in  Arkansas  (Rep) 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox), 

Oct.  15 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M),  Dec,  10 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  Is  Tops  (Million  Dollar) 

June  18 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 
Durango  Valley  Raiders  (Rep) 

E 

Easy  Money  (Inv) 

Everybody  Dance  (GB) 

Exile  Express  (GN) 

Exposed  (Univ) 

F 

Farewell  to  Arm^  (Para)  reissue 
Faat  Company  (M-0*M)  July  2 


Federal  Man^Hunt  (Rep) 

Figrhting:  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 

Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  15 
FUrting  With  Fate  (M-G-M).  Dec.  3 
l'oollo«»se  Heire?*h.  The  (WB) 

^ Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20 
Four’s  a Crowd  (WB)  July  30 
Freshman  Year  (Univ)  Aug.  27 
Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 
Frontiersmen  (Para),  Nov.  26 
I'ngitives  for  a Night  (RKO)  Oct.  1 


G 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono) 

Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN)  July  30 
Gatewa.v  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  6 
Ghost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Girls’  School  (Col)  Oct.  1 
Gladiator.  The  (Col) 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 
Gold  Diggers  in  Paris  (WB)  May  2 
Gold  Mine  in  the  Sky  (Rep) 

Great  John  Ericsson  (Scandinavian) 
June  18 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12 
Guilty  Trails  (Univ) 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 


H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 
Ffaving  Wonderful  Time  (RKO) 
.Tune  18 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN),  Dec.  17 
Held  for  Ransom  ((JN) 

Heroes  of  the  Hills  (Rep) 

High  Command  (GN)  July  30 
Highway  Patrol  (Col) 

Higgins  Family  (Rep)  Sept.  10 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  17 

Holidav  (Col)  May  21 
Homicide  Bureau  (Col) 


I 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono),  Dec.  3 
I Am  the  l..aw  (Col)  Aug.  27 
I Married  a Spy  (GNl  .Tnly  16 
I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
I’ll  Give  a Million  (20th-Fox) 
July  16 

In  Old  Mexico  (Para)  Aug.  6 


I 

.Tosette  (2nth-Fox)  June  4 
Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th-Fox) 
Nov.  5 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  10 


K 

Keep  Smiling  (20th-Fox)  June  18 
King  of  Alcatraz  (Para) 


L 

Ladies  in  Distress  (Rep)  June  11 
Lady  Buckaroo  (GN) 

Lady  in  the  Morgue  (Univ)  Oct.  23 
Lady  Objects  (Uol) 

Lady  Vanishes  (GB) 

Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Law'  of  thie  Texan  (C!ol)  Oct.  29 
Lawless  Valley  (RKO)  Nov.  5 
Lenin  in  October  (Amktno) 

Letter  of  Introduction  (Univ)  Aug.  6 
Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven  (World 
Films)  Dec.  26 
Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M) 

Little  Adventnress  (Col) 

Little  Miss  Broadway  (20th-Fox) 

July  9 

I.ittle  Miss  Thoroughbred  (WB) 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (Para),  Dec.  3 
Little  Tough  Guy  (Univ)  July  16 
Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 
(Univ)  Nov.  26 
Long  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 
Lord  Jeff  (M-G-M) 

Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy  (M-G-M) 
July  16  y 


M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO)  Oct.  16 
Man  From  Music  Mountain 
Man  to  Remember,  A (RKO) 
(Rep)  Aug.  13 


Man  With  100  Faces  (GB)  Nov.  19 
Man’s  Country  (Mono) 

Marie  Antoinette  (M-(j-M)  July  30 
Marines  Are  Here  (Mono) 

Meet  the  Girls  (20th-Fox)  July  23 
Men  Are  Such  Fools  (WB)  June  25 
Men  With  Wings  (Para)  Oct.  29 
Mexicali  liid  (Mono) 

Misshig  Guest  (Univ)  Aug.  20 
Mother  Carey’s  Chickens  (RKO) 

Mr.  Chump  (WB)  July  23 
Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (RKO) 

Sept.  10 

Mr.  Moto  Takes  a Chance  (20th- 
Foxl  .Tune  18 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th- 
Fox)  Dec.  24 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono) 

My  Bill  (FN)  June  25 
My  Lucky  Star  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  3 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 
Mysterious  Bider  (Para)  Sept.  24 


N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 
Newsboys  Home  (Univ) 

Next  TTme  I Marry  (RKO)  Dec.  10 
Night  Hawk  (Rep)  Oct.  1 
Numbered  Women  (Mono)  May  14 


o 

One  Wild  Night  ('20th-Fox)  May  14 
Orphans  of  the  Pecos  CVlc) 

Orphans  of  the  Streets  (Rep)  Dec.  17 
Out  West  With  Hardys  (M-G-M) 
Outlaw  Express  fUnlv) 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) 


p 

PaciUic  Liner  (RKO)  Dec.  31 
PagUacoi  (GB) 

Painted  Desert  (RKO)  Aug.  6 
Panamint’s  Bad  Man  (20th-Fox) 
Paroled  From  the  Big  House 
(SR)  Aug.  20 

Passport  Hnshand  (20th-Fox'>  July  2 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus 
(RKO) 

Penrod’s  Double  Trouble  (FN) 

April  2 

Personal  Secretary  (Univ) 

Phantom  Gold  (Col) 

Pioneer  Trail  (Col) 

Port  of  Seven  Seas  (M-G-M) 

Prairie  Justice  (tJniv) 

Prairie  Moon  (Rep) 

Pride  of  the  West  (Para)  July  2 
Prison  Break  (Univ)  July  23 
Prison  Farm  (Para)  June  2.5 
Professor  Beware  (Para)  July  16 


R 

Ra<‘Uet  Busters  (WB)  Aug.  20 
Rage  of  Paris  (Univ")  June  18 
Red  River  Range  (Rep) 
Reformatorv  (Col)  June  25 
Renegade  Ranger  (RKO)  Sept.  10 
Renfrew  of  the  Great  \^ite  Trail 
(ON) 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep) 

Rieh  Man,  Poor  Girl  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  13 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para)  Dec.  10 
Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN) 

Riders  of  the  Blaek  Hills  (Rep) 

Julv  2.5 

Rio  Grande  (Col) 

Road  Demon  (20th-Fox) 

Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3 
Rollin’  Plains  (GN) 

Romance  of  the  Eimberlost  (Mono) 
June  25 

Room  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17 
Rough  Riding  Rhythm  (Conn) 


s 

Safety  in  Numbers  (20th-Fox) 

Aug.  13 

Saint  In  New  York  (BKO>  May  7 
Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Rep) 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ)  Nov.  19 
Secrets  of  an  Actress  (FN) 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

.Sept.  17 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19 
Shopworn  Angel  (M-G-M)  July  9 
Sing  You  Sinners  (Para)  Aug.  13 
Sisters.  'The  (WB) 

Six  Shootin’  Sheriff  (GN) 

Sky  Giant  (RKO)  July  23 
Slipper  Episode  (French)  June  18 
Smashing  the  Rackets  (RKO)  July  30 
Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col) 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17 


Song  of  the  Bnekaroo  (Mono) 

Sons  of  the  Legion  (Para)  Sept.  17 
South  of  Arizona  (Col) 

Spawn  of  the  North  (Para)  Aug.  27 
Speed  to  Burn  (20th-Fox)  June  11 
Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Stablemates  (M-G-M) 

.Stage  Coach  Days  (CoD 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 

Stand-In  (UA)  Oct.  9 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 

Sept.  24 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19 
Straight,  Place  and  Show  (20th- 
Fox)  Oct.  1 
Strange  Boarders  (GB) 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  The 
(Col)  Oct.  29 
Strange  Faces  (Univ) 

Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 
Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 
Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24 
Stving,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ)  Dec.  17 
Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 


T 

Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  Oct.  29 
Tarzan  and  the  Green  Goddess 
(Prin)  June  18 

Ten  Laps  to  Go  (Ace)  June  18 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (Rep)  Aug.  27 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col)  July  30 
Texans,  The  (Para)  July  23 
Thanics  for  Everything  (RKO) 

Dec.  10 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12 

That  Certain  Age  (Univ) 

There  <}oes  My  Heart  (UA)  Oct.  1 
There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 
Dec.  17 

'They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 
Jan.  7 

They  Were  Five  (Lenauer)  June  18 
Thirteenth  Guest  (Mono)  July  31 
39  Steps,  The  (GB) 

Three  Blind  Mice  (20th-Fox)  June  11 
Three  Comrades  (M-G-M)  May  28 
Three  Legionnaires  (Gen’l) 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (M-G-M) 
Sept.  3 

Three  of  a Kind  (Inv) 

Three  on  a Weekend  (GB) 
Thundering  West  (Col) 

'Time  Out  for  Murder  (20th-Fox) 
Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  17 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB)  Oct.  16 
Touchdov™,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Tough  Kid  (Mono) 

Toy  Wife  (M-G-M)  June  11 
Trade  Winds  (UA) 

Trapped  by  G-Men  (Col)  reviewed 
under  title  (River  of  Missing  Men) 
Sept.  11 

Tropic  Holiday  (Para)  July  2 


u 

Under  Suspicion  (Col)  Nov.  27 
Under  the  Big  Top  (Mono) 

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) 


V 

Vacation  From  Love  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8 
Valley  of  the  Giants  (FN)  Sept.  24 


w 

W’ anted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

We’re  Going  to  Be  Rich  (20th- 
Fox)  Jjuly  9 

West  of  Cheyenne  (Col) 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 

Western  Jamboree  (Rep) 

VVestern  Trails  (Univ) 

When  Were  Yon  Born?  (FN)  June  18 
Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 
White  Banners  (WB)  June  4 
While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 
Fox)  Oct.  22 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono) 

Wives  Under  Suspicion  (Univ)  June  11 
Woman  Against  Woman  (M-G-M) 
June  25 


Y 

You  and  Mo  (Para)  June  4 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You  (Col) 

Sept.  3 

Young*  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22 
Young:  Fugritives  (Univ)  July  2 
Young:  in  Heart  (UA) 

Youth  Takes  a Fling:  (Univ) 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


^leatina  -fjouie 


Minimum  Sl.OO.  Disnlav  Rates 


M 1 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

KAPLAN,  SIMPLEX  & Powers  Projec- 
tors; Strong-Peerless  & Stan  deford  Arc 
lamps;  rectifiers.  MG  sets.  Sound  heads, 
amplifiers,  speakers.  Many  other  rebuilt 
items.  Let  us  know  your  needs.  Stebbins 
Theatre  Equipment,  1804  Wyandotte  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

YOU  CANNOT  BEAT  THESE  PRICES: 
New  Upholstered  Chairs,  $3.86  each;  New 
Veneer  Chairs,  $2.47  each;  factory  rebuilt 
Veneer  Chairs,  $1.60  each;  new  30-amp. 
Rectifiers,  $48.00  each;  15-Ampere  Rect- 
ifier Bulbs,  only  $5.46  each.  Southern 
Theatre  Supply  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  ON  EASY 
TIME  PAYMENTS  AT  REGULAR  CAT- 
ALOG PRICES.  Plan  open  to  reliable  ex- 
hibitors. Write  for  details.  S.O.S.  Cinema 
iSupply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

SAVE  FROM  40  to  50%  on  supplies, 
parts.  We  prepay  everything!  Catalog 
and  order  blanks  free.  (References:  Any 
theatre,  Dun  & Bradstreet;  Enid  banks). 
Wesley  Trout,  Box  575,  Enid,  Okla. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

“GOOD  SHOW  MAKES  DOUGH.”  In- 
sure yourself  with  this  precision  test  reel 
for  projection  and  sound.  Combination 
visual,  sound  tests  for  all  track  adjust- 
ments. 35mm,  $29.50.  16mm,  $17.50. 

S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

ONE  PAIR  WB  rear  shutters  for  Sim- 
plex; brand  new  original  boxes;  $90.00  for 
the  pair.  Box  447,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 


RECTIFIER  BULBS 


15  Amp.  new  rectifier  bulb  for  30  Amp. 
rectifier;  two  or  more,  $4.78  cash  with 
order.  B-1082,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


FOR  SALE  — BARGAIN  — Universal 
sound  equipment,  two  sound  heads,  for 
Simplex  Operadio  amplifier  double  chan- 
nel, Walker  Silver  Sheet  screen,  size  12x16, 
Cretors  popcorn  machine.  203  Center  Ave., 
Brownwood,  Tex. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  HI. 


FOR  SALE — 280  ply-wood  theatre  chairs, 
good  condition,  75c  each.  Available  Feb- 
ruary 6.  Alamo  Theatre,  New  London, 
Iowa. 


ACCOUNTING  SYSTEMS 


BRYSON  THEATRE  RECORD  LEDGER. 
Stop  guess  work  with  this  easy  complete 
system.  Prepaid  for  $3.00  check.  George 
Fosdick,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


SCREEN  GAMES 


ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  roUs,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


FILM  WANTED 


RELIGIOUS  FEATURES— 16mm  S.O.F. 
Have  action  features  for  trade.  B-1080, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


POPCORN 


MAMMOTH  Yellow  Popcorn;  all  you 
want  at  $3.75  per  hundred.  Radio  Thea- 
tre, Harrisburg,  Ark. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


THEATRE — Western  New  York,  town 
1,500-5,000  to  draw  from;  500  seats,  mod- 
ern equipment.  Western  Electric  sound, 
sub-rentals,  $2,400  year.  Price,  including 
real  estate,  $40,000;  $20,000  down.  Also, 
New  York  state  theatre,  only  one — town 
1,600,  300  seats,  RCA  sound;  profit  $60 
to  $75  week.  Price  including  real  estate 
$6,500;  $3,000  down.  Also  theatre  near 
Lexington.  Ky.,  town  1,000,  250  seats,  prof- 
its average  $60  weekly.  Price,  including 
building,  $9,000;  $5,000  down.  Also  900- 
seat  house  near  Buffalo,  latest  equipment, 
receipts  over  $30,000  annually,  profit  $150 
to  $200  week.  Price  for  ten-year  lease,  $10,- 
000  cash  only.  McIntyre,  Theatre  Bro- 
ker, 312  Lisbon,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


THEATRE — Lake  Orion,  Mich.  Right 
Price:  party  take  obligation;  contact  per- 
sonal, Mr.  or  Mrs.  Hanson,  Lake  Orion, 
Mich. 


W.P.A.  THEATRE,  417  seats,  stands  100, 
population  7,000.  MJ,  Boxoffice,  1701 
Blvd.  Allies.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS — Experienced;  every  state; 
movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518  State 
Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  OR  MANAGER— Ef- 
ficient in  both,  long  experience.  B-1081, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 18  years’  experience, 
best  references.  Married,  sober  and  de- 
pendable. Andrew  Scardino,  Box  307, 
Pampa,  Tex. 


CAPABLE  MANAGER — Can  handle  any 
type  theatre  operation.  Now  engaged; 
want  to  make  change.  Go  anywhere.  Sal- 
ary reasonable.  Manager,  7610  Normal 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


MANAGER,  now  employed;  desires  op- 
portunity to  better  himself  vrith  progres- 
sive concern;  experienced  booking,  ex- 
ploitation, advertising,  stage  productions. 
B-1070,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  21,  1939 


• Address  eoiry  to  BOXOFFICE,  4704  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kan.sas  City,  Mo. 
l■’orlns  eiose  >Iondn.v  imoii  preeetiina:  i>nbti<'ation  date. 


THIS  IS  THE  THEATRE  IN  DAYTON 
THAT  JUST  REGISTERED  ITS  BIGGEST 
WEEK-END  SINCE  HOBIN  HOOD ! 
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Pre-View  TONIGHT 

ARE  YOU 

AFRAID 

To  know  why  they  call  Devil’s  Island  “The 
Prison  without  A Heart”?... Why  even  the 
“stir” -hardened  criminals  dread  Devil’s 
Island  more  than  Alcatraz?  . . .Why  the 
“correction  treatment”  of  Devil’s  Island 
drove  famous  Captain  Dreyfus  to  the 
verge  of  madness  before  Zola  daringly 
fought  for  his  release?  . . . 

If  you  want  the  blistering  ^^inside'' 

TRUTH 

See  Warner  Bros^,  Sensational  Expose! 
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MR.  HAYS  READS  A SIGNPOST 


IN  WHICH  we  turn  back  a few  pages  of  the  calendar 
and  take  you,  merely  by  the  reading,  to  the  Waldorf- 
A.storia  Hotel,  New  York.  It  is  a luncheon  and  its  audi- 
ence is  composed  of  representatives  of  national,  civic, 
educational,  religious  welfare  and  youth  organizations. 
Membership  and  reputed  sphere  of  influence — 30,000,000. 
Or  quite  a hunk  of  those  residing  in  these  United  States. 

Present,  to  pass  it  along  in  highlight,  are  women  such 
as  Mrs.  A.  F.  Burt,  motion  picture  chairman  of  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Clubs;  Mrs.  Philip  A.  Bren- 
nan, international  president  of  the  International  Federa- 
tion of  Catholic  Alumnae;  Mrs.  James  F.  Looram,  motion 
picture  chairman  of  the  same  organization;  Mrs.  he  Roy 
Montgomery,  motion  picture  chairman  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution;  Mrs.  Paul  Rittenhouse,  na- 
tional director  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of  America.  And  such 
men  as  Dr.  Willard  E.  Givens,  executive  secretary  of  the 
National  Education  Association;  Jay  E.  Urice,  executive 
secretary,  home  department,  notional  council  of  the 
YMCA;  Dr.  James  E.  West,  chief  scout  executive  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

They,  and  others  in  a too  lengthy  list  for  convenient 
handling  here,  seem  like  a pretty  safe,  non-radical  sort 
of  group. 

The  occasion  is  a reunion  of  those  national  citizen 
groups  which  first  met  seventeen  years  ago  with  Will 
H.  Hays  to  launch  and  participate  in  a partnership  effort 
with  the  industry  to  achieve  a two-fold  purpose:  (1)  im- 
provement of  the  quality  of  pictures  and  (2)  improvement 
of  the  quality  of  audience  appreciation.  This  is  an  offi- 
cial recounting  of  what  the  function  is  all  about. 

Addressing  them  is  Hays.  He  is  talking  as  head  of 
the  organized  industry  and  this  is  what  he  has  to  say, 
in  part  and  transcribed  conveniently  from  the  same 
official  press  release: 

"With  part  of  the  world  on  fire,  with  foes  even  in  our 
own  household,  with  danger  of  contagion  from  a dis- 
tance, we  should  caucus  again  on  how  to  develop  the 
maximum  usefulness  of  this  great  instrumentality  of 
service— the  motion  picture. 

'T  want  your  best  thought  on  what  there  is  we  can 
do  in  thoughtfully  planning  ahead,  to  meet  the  new  con- 
ditions with  the  wisdom  of  experience  and  the  efficacy 
of  honest  purpose. 

"The  challenge  today  is:  Where  do  we  go  from  here, 
maintaining  every  gain,  improving  everything  we  have 


done  that  seems  good  but  moving  fearlessly  into  a con- 
sideration of  what  might  be  done  better. 

"We  have  opportunities  now,  we  believe,  for  further 
intensifying  the  service  of  motion  pictures.  In  doing 
this,  we  will  meet  the  challenge  of  the  future  with  a 
stepped-up  determination  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  de- 
velop the  maximum  usefulness  of  the  motion  picture. 
1 have  consummate  faith  in  the  ability  to  do  this.  We 
must  be  sure  that  in  this  service  of  entertainment  we  are 
doing  together  all  that  we  ought  to  do." 

What  is  Hays  talking  about?  Is  he  expostulating  on 
ways  and  methods  of  further  entrenching  the  boy-meets- 
girl  formula,  already  so  firmly  imbedded  in  the  industry's 
roots?  Is  he  sounding  Americanism?  Or,  when  he  uses 
such  phrases  as  "part  of  the  world  on  fire"  and  "foes 
even  in  our  own  household"  and  "danger  of  contagion 
from  a distance,"  could  it  not  be  that  he  has  in  mind 
a re-direction  of  industry  function  to  embrace  a realiza- 
tion of  facts  and  developments  in  the  world  at  large 
which  this  business,  purporting  to  be  a kind  of  a mirror 
of  its  times,  cannot  in  all  consciousness  ignore? 

The  bunds  and  espionage. 

Religious  persecution. 

Unemployment  and  relief. 

Violation  of  civil  liberties. 

Hays  is  sensitive  to  reactions  outside  the  industry. 
He  is  aware  published  opinion  in  many  directions  has 
been  creating  a clamor  about  the  state  of  the  film  in- 
stitution. 

It  is  calling  upon  Hollywood  to  stop  boring  its  cus- 
tomers. 

It  is  petitioning  the  producers  to  cease  shadow  boxing 
with  the  vibrant  issues  of  the  day. 

It  is  urging  Hollywood  to  do  this  if  only  sufficiently 
to  recognize  their  existence  by  reflecting  something  of 
their  presence  on  the  screen,  again  and  always  within 
the  entertainment  framework. 

We  take  it,  and  we  do  it  in  all  caution,  that  Hays  is 
approaching  a point  where  the  message  on  the  signpost 
is  restlessly  awaiting  some  sort  of  a reply.  The  issue, 
persistent  and  important  and  inescapable,  cannot  per- 
petually be  put  off. 


DISTHIBDTORS  ACCEPT  LIMITATION  ON  RIGHT 
TO  RUILD  OR  ACQUIRE  THEATRES  "AT  WILL" 


This  Is  How  It  Stands  Now 


Washington — Changes  in  six  provisions  of  the  proposed  16-clause  trade  practice 
pact  make  up  the  second  draft.  The  revisions  came  atwut  following  meetings  of  the 
distributors’  negotiating  committee  with  the  MPTOA,  the  ITOA  of  New  York  and 
representatives  of  several  independent  associations  in  New  York  and  then  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Allied  negotiating  committee  which  met  here  recently. 

Here  is  the  key: 

References  in  this  style  ...  (if  he  shall  have,  etc.)  . . . appear  in  the  first  draft, 
but  are  eliminated  from  the  second. 

References  in  this  style  is  in  material  doubt,  etc.,  indicate  changes  from  the  first 
draft. 

References  in  this  style  AND  PROVIDED  FURTHER  THAT  THE  EXHIBITOR, 
etc.,  indicate  additions. 

The  revised  clauses,  bearing  the  above  essential  key  in  mind,  follow: 


Eliminated  Clause  Might 
Have  Given  Approval 
To  Chain  Growth 


Washington — Revision  of  Clause  13  of 
the  proposed  trade  practice  pact  is  in- 
terpreted as  placing  restriction  on  the  right 
of  a producer  or  distributor  to  build  thea- 
tres at  will  and,  therefore,  is  regarded  in 
authoritative  exhibitor  circles  as  a signifi- 
cant gain  for  their  side. 

The  advantage  takes  evidence  in  the 
elimination  of  the  first  draft  phrase  read- 
ing “but  nothing  herein  shall  otherwise 
in  any  way  abridge  the  right  of  a producer 
or  a distributor  to  build  or  otherwise  ac- 
quire a motion  picture  theatre  in  any 
location.”  It  appears  in  that  portion  of  the 
proposals  in  which  the  distributor  agrees 
not  to  coerce  the  exhibitor  into  a contract 
for  film  service  by  evidencing  intention  to 
build  or  acquire  in  competition  merely  be- 
cause the  theatremen  fail  to  buy  the  dis- 
tributor’s product. 

The  clause  now  eliminated,  it  is  learned, 
might  have  been  construed  as  sealing  with 
blanket  approval  construction  or  acquisi- 
tion of  theatres,  except  by  coercion,  and 
is  regarded  as  having  granted  to  the  dis- 
tributor carte  blanche  in  any  extension 
of  his  theatre  interests  aside  from  the  co- 
ercive method. 

Made  Clause  “Meaningless” 

The  contenton  is  that  retention  of  the 
phrase  made  the  entire  clause  meaning- 
less. Also  the  change  of  the  heading 
from  “Acquiring  Theatres”  to  “Coercive 
Contracts”  is  felt  giving  a true  interpreta- 
tion to  the  clause  which  is  supposed  to 
deal  with  forcing  of  contracts  and  threats 
to  build  if  such  contracts  are  not  con- 
summated. 

Another  important  change,  according  to 
exhibitors,  is  the  provision  in  the  first 
clause  which  now  states  an  exliibitor  must 
be  in  material  default  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing written  notice  of  cancellation.  Pre- 
viously, the  clause  said  “if  he  shall  have 
substantially  performed  the  license  agree- 
ment.” The  contention  here  is  that  if  an 
exhibitor  has  not  played  any  pictures  im- 
der  the  contract  and  elects  to  cancel  the 
first  picture  he  could  not  do  so  before 
because  he  had  not  performed  under  the 
agreement. 

'The  first  clause  also  clears  up  any  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  exhibitor  is  entitled  to 
all  cancellations  and  now  gives  him  the 
option  of  eliminating  from  the  second 
lowest  bracket  after  the  lowest  has  been 
exhausted  and  he  still  has  a cancellation 
privilege  left. 

An  increase  from  five  to  seven  days’ 
notice  by  distributors  of  preferred  play- 
ing time  pictures  has  been  granted  by  dis- 
( Continued  on  page  26) 


L Cancellation  Privileges 

If  the  total  number  of  featm-e  motion 
pictures  offered  at  any  one  time  to  an  ex- 
hibitor by  a distributor  for  any  run  in  any 
situation  shall  have  been  licensed  by  the 
distributor,  the  exhibitor  ...  (if  he  shall 
have  substantially  performed  the  license 
agreement)  . . . shall  have  the  right  to 
exclude  therefrom  without  payment  there- 
for not  to  exceed  20  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  feature  pictures  so  licensed  if 
the  license  fees  of  all  thereof  average  not 
more  than  $100  per  picture,  15  per  cent  of 
the  total  number  of  pictures  so  licensed  if 
the  license  fees  of  all  thereof  shall  average 
in  excess  of  $100  per  picture  and  not  in 
excess  of  $250  per  picture  and  10  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  thereof  if  the  license 
fees  of  all  thereof  shall  average  in  excess 
of  $250  per  picture  provided  the  exhibitor 
shall  give  to  the  distributor  written  notice 
of  the  exhibitor’s  election  to  exclude  each 
of  said  motion  pictures  within  10  days  af- 
ter the  mailing  by  the  distributor  of  the 
first  notice  of  availability  thereof.  AND 
PROVIDED  FUR'THER  THAT  'THE  EX- 
HIBITOR SHALL  NOT  AT  'THE  TIME 
OF  GIVING  SUCH  WRI'TTEN  NO'TICE 
BE  IN  MATERIAL  DEFAULT  UNDER 
THE  LICENSE  AGREEMENT.  If  any  dis- 
pute should  arise  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  exhibitor  is  in  material  default  under 
the  agreement,  such  dispute  shall  be  de- 
termined by  arbitration.  Upon  the  ex- 
clusion of  each  feature  motion  picture  the 
license  therefor  and  all  rights  thereunder 
shall  terminate  and  shall  revert  to  the  dis- 
tributor and  shall  be  charged  against  the 
number  of  exclusions  to  which  the  exhibi- 
tor may  be  entitled  whether  or  not  a new 
license  agreement  for  the  exhibition  there- 
of be  subsequently  entered  into  by  such 
exhibitor.  In  determining  the  number  of 
pictures  that  may  be  excluded  under  the 
foregoing  percentages  fractions  of  one-half 
or  more  shall  be  counted  as  one  and  frac- 
tions of  less  than  one-half  shall  not  be 
counted. 

If  the  license  fee  of  any  feature  mo- 


tion picture  specified  in  the  license  agree- 
ment is  to  be  computed  in  whole  or  in 
part  upon  a percentage  of  the  gross  re- 
ceipts of  exhibition,  such  license  fee  . . . 
for  the  purpose  of  computing  the  average 
license  fee  of  all  the  motion  pictures  li- 
censed . . . shall  be  determined  as  follows: 

(1)  Average  the  license  fees  of  all  of 
the  distributor’s  feature  motion  pictures 
of  the  preceding  motion  picture  season 
exhibited  for  the  same  run  in  such  situ- 
ation upon  a percentage  basis  at  the  ex- 
hibitor’s theatre  (s) . 

(2)  If  none  of  the  distributor’s  fea- 
ture motion  pictures  were  exhibited  for 
the  same  nm  in  such  situation  upon  a 
percentage  basis  at  such  theatre  (s)  dur- 
ing said  period,  then  the  average  license 
fee  shall  be  determined  by  agreement  at 
the  time  of  the  making  of  the  license 
agreement. 

For  the  pm’pose  of  this  section  “West- 
erns” produced  in  connected  series  or 
groups,  connected  by  a common  star  or 
continued  story,  “reissues,”  and  features 
produced  in  any  foreign  country  (except 
such  as  may  have  been  produced  out- 
side of  the  United  States  in  the  English 
language  by  an  American  producer  or 
distributor  or  subsidiary  thereof ; FEA- 
TURES PRODUCED  IN  A FOREIGN 
COUNTRY  NOT  BY  AN  AMERICAN 
PRODUCER  OR  DISTRIBUTOR  OR 
SUBSIDIARY  THEREOF  BUT  DISTRIB- 
UTED IN  THE  UNI'TED  STATES  BY  AN 
AMERICAN  PRODUCER  OR  DISTRIBU- 
TOR OR  SUBSIDIARY  THEREOF  SHALL 
NOT  BE  INCLUDED  WITHIN  THIS  EX- 
CEPTION, shall  not  be  counted  in  de- 
termining the  number  of  features  of- 
fered or  licensed  or  the  number  of  fea- 
tures which  may  be  excluded  and  if  listed 
on  the  same  license  agreements  as  the 
distributor’s  other  feature  pictures  shall 
be  listed  as  a separate  group. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  section  only, 
“Westerns,”  produced  as  aforesaid,  fea- 
tures produced  in  any  foreign  country 
(Continued  on  page  22) 
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MAJORS  PROPOSING  VOLUNTARY  ARBITRATION; 
THREE  ON  A BOARB  IN  ALL  EXCHANGE  CITIES 


Generally  Agreed  Trade 
Formula  Must  Depend 
On  Some  System 


Allied  Will  Play  Along,  But 
It  All  Depends,  Says  Cole 


Washington — Arbitration  boards  com- 
posed of  three  men — a distributor,  an 
exhibitor  and  a neutral  third — are  pro- 
posed by  distributors  in  a first  draft  of 
a scheme  to  solve  this,  problem,  so  knotty 
in  its  complexities  that  a trade  practice 
draft  without  a workable  and  accepted 
formula  seems  exceedingly  unlikely. 

The  base  line  is  computed  on  a volun- 
tary arbitration  basis,  since  no  approach 
to  the  possibility  of  the  compulsory  form 
has  as  yet  asserted  itself. 

Only  where  necessary  is  it  designed  to 
pay  the  third  neutral.  The  distributor 
and  exhibitor  representatives  would  sit 
without  pay.  The  proposal  takes  into  ac- 
count the  possibility  of  a fourth  member 
in  each  key  city,  the  determining  factor 
in  this  eventuality  stemming  to  the  pres- 
ence of  a second  exhibitor  organization. 
This,  of  course,  is  designed  to  cover  those 
points  where  MPTOA  and  Allied  each  have 
units  or  where  an  independent  exhibitor 
association  not  identified  with  either  na- 
tional organization  functions. 

Arbitration  panels  of  10  would  furnish 
the  manpower  source  from  which  the 
boards  of  three,  or  four,  would  be  di’awn. 
Planned  is  a panel  of  10  for  distributors, 
a second  and  equal  panel  for  each  exhibi- 
tor organization  and  a third  and  equal 
panel  of  neutral  observers.  The  neutral, 
it  is  set  forth,  must  have  a working 
knowledge  of  industry  affairs,  but  must 
not  be  identified  with  distributor  or  ex- 
hibitor interests,  according  to  the  tenta- 
tive plans. 

Complainants  are  to  pay  a fee  of  $5 


Washington — The  proposed  arbitration 
plan  by  distributors  is  as  follows: 

1.  Location  of  Board.  — An  arbitration 
board  shall  be  established  in  each  ex- 
change territory. 

2.  Method  of  Selecting  Arbitrators. — 
There  shall  be  created  in  each  exchange 
territory  a general  panel  and  a neutral 
panel.  The  general  panel  shall  consist 
of  about  20  members  of  whom  the  dis- 
tributors will  appoint  10  and  the  exhibi- 
tor association  functioning  in  that  par- 
ticular exchange  territory  the  other  10. 
Where  there  are  two  or  more  exhibitor 
associations  each  association  may  appoint 
a panel  of  10  or  their  own.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  general  panel  may  be  affili- 
ated with  exhibitor  or  distributor  interests. 

Each  party  to  a dispute  may  designate 
as  his  arbitrator  any  member  of  this  gen- 


for each  claim  filed,  the  money  to  be 
distributed  over  various  expenses  of  the 
board.  Additional  costs  may  be  levied 
where  disputes  involve  the  entire  indus- 
try. No  counsel  fees  are  to  be  paid. 

Secretaries  are  to  be  engaged  at  the 
discretion  of  local  boards. 

Anyone  having  a direct  or  indirect  in- 
terest in  the  claim  in  dispute  cannot  sit 
on  the  board  at  the  time.  Vacancies  are 
to  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  in  which 
the  original  appointment  is  made. 

Some  exhibitors  have  already  made 
known  their  objections  to  paying  the  cost 
of  arbitration  and  are  expected  to  pro- 
test the  $5  fee  for  filing  claims. 

Although  the  plan  provides  for  hearings 
in  exchange  centers,  some  theatre  owners 
have  asked  additional  boards  be  set  up  in 
important  cities  between  exchange  cen- 
ters. This,  they  hold,  would  obviate  their 
traveling,  not  only  to  save  time  but  also 
cut  down  expenses,  which  they  declare 
should  be  held  to  a minimum.  However, 
the  offer  that  exhibitors  may  send  in 
complaints,  duly  signed,  by  mail  may  elimi- 
nate this  objection  in  the  final  analysis. 

Claims  which  require  immediate  dispo- 
sition would  be  treated  as  preferential  on 
the  calendars  of  local  boards.  A list  of 
such  complaints  will  be  made  before  the 
boards  start  functioning. 

Many  other  points  remain  to  be  cleared 
up  before  local  boards  are  established. 
Tliey  embrace  time  within  which  awards 
must  be  handed  down  after  hearings  are 
held,  forms  to  be  used  for  notices  and 
award  binding  upon  non-consenting  vol- 


eral  panel  or  any  one  else  he  desires  out- 
side of  the  panel. 

The  neutral  panel  shall  consist  of  10 
members  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by 
the  exhibitor  and  distributor  interests  in 
each  exchange  territory.  These  members 
shall  not  be  members  of  the  general  panel 
and  shall  not  be  associated  with  exhibi- 
tor or  distributor  interests  but  shall  have 
an  understanding  and  knowledge  of  the 
motion  picture  industry. 

The  two  arbitrators  chosen  by  the  above 
method  shall  designate  a third  arbitrator 
from  the  neutral  panel  and,  if  they  are 
unable  to  agree,  the  third  arbitrator  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  neutral  panel  by  lot. 

No  compensation  shall  be  paid  to  any 
arbitrator  from  the  general  panel,  but 
compensation  wherever  necessary  may  be 
paid  to  the  neutral  arbitrator. 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 
Washington — Allied  will  go  for  volun- 
tary arbitration  provided  the  principles 
and  setup  are  in  agreement  with  the  or- 
ganization’s policies.  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole, 
president  of  Allied,  states. 

Not  only  will  Allied  sign  as  a group  but 
its  leaders  will  urge  every  member  to  fall 
in  line  if  the  terms  set  forth  meet  with 
the  association’s  approval.  Cole  continues. 

“We  are  insisting  on  absolute  equal 
representation  of  opposing  economic  in- 
terests,” the  Allied  head  adds.  “The  major 
circuits  can  be  represented  by  affiliated 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


untary  arbitrators,  where  one  or  more 
parties  desires  his  ovra  arbitrators  and 
what  to  do  where  a distributor  and  af- 
filiated theatre  company  are  parties  to 
a complaint  and  whether  they  should  be 
treated  as  one  for  purposes  of  represen- 
tation on  boards. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  for 
Allied,  is  working  on  the  tentative  arbi- 
tration draft  in  an  effort  to  clear  up  some 
of  the  vague  points.  He  is  drawing  up  a 
plan  which  conforms  to  the  Allied  ide- 
ology and  will  submit  it  to  distributor 
counsel  shortly.  He  will  also  meet  with 
distributor  counsel,  probably  in  New  York, 
after  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  for  M-G-M  and  a leading  fac- 
tor in  the  trade  pact  negotiations,  re- 
turns from  Hollywood,  Fla.,  in  about  a 
fortnight. 


3.  The  Cost  of  Arbitration  Machinery. — 
Upon  the  filing  of  a claim,  the  complain- 
ing party  shall  pay  a filing  fee  of  $5. 
These  fees  are  to  cover  the  costs  of: 

(a)  compensation  to  the  neutral,  wher- 
ever necessary. 

(b)  expenses  incurred  upon  the  initia- 
tive of  the  arbitration  board. 

(c)  administration. 

In  disputes  involving  principles  affect- 
ing the  entire  industry  the  arbitration 
board  may  assess  the  cost  incurred  upon 
the  initiative  of  the  arbitration  board 
upon  all  distributors  and  exhibitor  asso- 
ciations. 

The  arbitration  board  shall  have  no 
power  to  award  counsel  fees. 

Except  as  here  provided  each  party 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Midnight,  and  earlier,  sallies 
into  theatres  in  and  off  Times 
Square  bring  something  like  the  fol- 
lowing to  light: 

What  a swell  little  job  Garson 
Kanin  did  with  "The  Great  Mon 
Votes,"  a whisp-like  story  that 
would  have  emerged  as  so  much 
blah  in  less  competently  tender 
hands.  Quiet  and  humorous,  and  let 
it  be  hoped  not  too  subtle  for  the 
mob,  the  results  prove  considerably 
removed  from  the  Hollywood  rank- 
and-filer  and,  for  exactly  that  rea- 
son, the  more  worthwhile. 

John  Barrymore,  who  is  good  even 
when  he  hams  and  knows  he  is 
hamming,  continues  company  with 
his  reputation  as  the  great  man 
pushed  into  his  unexpected  halo 
of  importance  by  two  delightful  child 
performers.  Virginia  Weidler  is  as 
good  as  they  have  them  in  Holly- 
wood. As  the  son,  Peter  Holden, 
who  astonished  most  of  those  who 
saw  "On  Borrowed  Time"  on  the 
New  York  stage  last  year,  gives  a 
performance  considerably  beyond 
any  restrictions  you  might  think 
imposed  by  his  extreme  youth. 

Surprise  Zephyr 

The  surprise  of  "Trade  Winds"  to 
this  observer  is  the  unsuspected 
comedy  flair  placed  on  display  by 
Ann  Sothern.  In  a dizzy  role,  she 
plays  dizzily  and  well  and  her  drunk 
scenes  prove  laugh-inducers  that 
ought  to  register  generally  if  there 
is  any  justice  left  at  all. 

The  picture  itself  is  a sort  of  ex- 
cuse to  show  off  the  foreign  back- 
grounds director  Toy  Garnett  gath- 
ered on  a far-places  cruise  a couple 
of  years  ago.  But  it  has  Freddie 
March  and  Joan  Bennett  in  a black 
wig  looking  like  Hedy  Lamarr,  a cir- 
cumstance supposed  to  knock  the 
public  right  into  the  aisles,  and  a 
romantically  light  yarn  in  different 
and  interesting  settings.  The  com- 
bination of  this  and  that  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  register  without  induc- 
ing any  panics.  Well,  maybe  little 
ones. 

About  Garfield 

Being  frank  enough  to  record  the 
fact  this  department  did  not  per- 
sonally catch  "Four  Daughters,"  but 
being  aware  of  some  of  the  work 
Jules,  now  John,  Garfield  had  done 
for  the  Group  Theatre,  its  conductor 
did  the  next  convenient  best  by 
catching  "They  Made  Me  a Crim- 


inal." Garfield  and  those  "Dead 
End"  angels  with  dirty  faces  ore 
co-starred.  It  manages  to  be  quite 
a combination,  playing  it  off  in  one 
of  those  taut,  tight  and  dynamically 
sock-laden  melodramas  for  which 
the  Warners  appear  to  retain  the 
combination  with  only  occasional 
interruption  from  any  of  the  other 
producing  boys  in  the  Hollywood 
valleys. 

This  is  a good  job.  Already  it  is 
going  places  and  that  furnishes  no 
surprise  at  all.  But  on  Garfield. 
This  young  actor,  sometimes  de- 
scribed as  a juvenile  edition  of  Paul 
Muni,  reflects  stage  training  with  on 
effective  acting  aggregation  like  the 
Group.  He  has  vitality.  He  is  alert. 
He  con  be  pungent.  He  has  as- 
surance. In  other  words,  it  seems 
he's  got  a great  deal  of  what  it 
takes. 

Man  on  a Horse 

That  lineal  descendant  of  Jesse 
James  who  told  the  Associated  Press 
not  long  ago  there  was  little  familiar 
about  the  gun-toting  bandit  in  the 
picture  of  the  same  name  may  have 
been  correct.  But  that  bears  little 
on  the  film  which  lets  down  some- 
what in  its  finale,  but  holds  up  in 
swell  fashion  throughout  all  the  foot- 
age, going  from  rear  to  front. 

It's  getting  so  these  days  that 
strictly  a sucker  play  is  the  job  of 
endeavoring  to  figure  out  what  pic- 
ture will  do  and  won't  do.  Partic- 
ularly when  you  ought  to  remember 
it's  a helluva  big  country  with  a lot 
of  people  and  a lot  of  ideas  in  it 
running  around  loose.  But,  if  this 
space  were  pushed  into  a corner 
and  had  to  make  a prediction  it 
would  come  out  with  much  promise 
at  the  boxoffice  for  "Jesse  James." 
As  a matter  of  fact,  it  says  so  with- 
out even  being  shoved.  For  the  at- 
traction has  sweep,  an  interesting 
background,  a fine  performance  by 
Henry  Fonda  as  Frank  James, 
breath-taking  Technicolor — and  Ty- 
rone Power. 

April  Showers 

A startling,  one-man  personnel 
upset  is  on  the  docket  for  April. 
"X"  is  nationally  known  and  is  cur- 
rently tired.  This  rates  mention,  be- 
cause the  possibility  is  not  too  re- 
mote this  may  explain  his  very  sub 
rosa  confidence  about  calling  it  a 
day.  Also,  between  the  end  of  Jan- 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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^'Blues''  Rates  Raves 

West  Coast  critics  had  their  first 
chance  at  the  big  Hollywood  pre- 
view on  “ST.  LOUIS  BLUES”  last 
week  to  register  their  opinion  of 
this  big-time  Paramount  showboat 
picture  and  they  certainly  poured 
on  the  adjectives. 

Daily  Variety  says:  “‘St.  Louis 
Blues’  contains  all  the  ingredients 
needed  by  exhibitors  to  sell  their 
patrons  entertainment.” 
Hollywood  Reporter  says : “Blessed 
with  a title  which  lugs  a money- 
back  punch.  ‘St.  Louis  Blues’  should 
be  a sure  thing  for  big  grosses.” 

As  we  told  you  last  week,  the  World 
Premiere  of  this  picture,  starring 
Dorothy  Lamour  and  Lloyd  Nolan, 
will  take  place  in  cities  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi  starting  Janu- 
ary 26th  in  Evansville,  so  keep  your 
eyes  and  ears  on  “old  man  river” 
and  19  of  its  biggest  towns  on  that 
important  picture  date.  Also  we 
suggest  you  watch  the  trade  papers 
for  complete  reviews  on  the  “St. 
Louis  Blues.”  They’ll  tell  you  how 
to  sell  this  picture  for  what  it  is — a 
musical  smash! 


"Beachcomber"  Tip 


Now  it’s  an  established  fact  that 
“THE  BEACHCOMBER,”  the 
Mayflower  Picture  produced  and 
directed  by  Erich  Pommer,  starring 
Charles  Laughton  with  Elsa  Lan- 
chester,  is  one  of  the  great  pictures 
of  the  year — bookings  are  coming 
in  fast  and  furious. 

In  addition  to  the  tremendous 
success  of  “The  Beachcomber”  at 
the  New  York  Rivoli  Theatre,  in 
Miami,inTorontoandinMontreal, 
pre-release  engagements  in  Wash- 
ington, Denver  and  in  Houston 
have  registered  terrific  highs.  As 
this  goes  to  press,  the  picture  is  al- 
ready set  for  Hartford,New  Haven, 
Worcester,  Boston,  Los  Angeles 
and  Cleveland. 

Loew’s  is  putting  a big  campaign 
behind  the  picture  in  New  York 
so  here’s  the  tip:  Better  book  now 
and  beat  your  competition. 


PARAMOUNT 


Bob  and  the  Governor 


Good  news  for  you  from  the  State 
of  Missouri! 


Governor  Lloyd  C.  Stark  is  not 
only  a Bob  Burns  fan,  he  is  a 100% 
Paramount  fan!  So  he’s  going  to 
help  you  start  Bob’s  new  picture, 
“I’M  FROM  MISSOURI”  off  with 
a bang.  The  first  person  in  the 
world  to  look  at  the  Burns’  picture 
will  be  the  Governor  himself  at  a 
special  screening  in  his  mansion, 
to  be  attended  by  a special  guest 
list  including  important  news- 
paper people  from  Kansas  City 
and  the  State  Capitol,  which  gives 
of  course  the  first  of  a tremendous 
number  of  national  news  breaks. 

The  Governor  will  also  issue  an 
official  paper  adopting  Burns  as  a 
citizen  of  Missouri.  He  will  also 
attend  the  World  Premiere  in 
Kansas  City.  In  other  words,  “I’m 
From  Missouri”  is  going  to  start 
out  with  the  entire  stateof  Missouri 
back  of  it  and  if  you  think  Arkansas 
is  going  to  let  Missouri  do  all  of 
this  without  getting  in  and  pitching 
in,  you  don’t  know  Bob  Burns’ 
home  state! 

“I’m  From  Missouri”  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  exploitation  naturals 
of  the  year.  And,  by  the  way,  the 
rushes  show  it  to  be  able  to  stand 
up  on  its  own  feet  as  a picture 
worthy  to  rate  “Ruggles  of  Red 
Gap”  and  prove  even  more  than 
did  “Arkansas  Traveler”  that  Bob 
Burns  is  the  true  successor  to  the 
immortal  Will  Rogers. 


New  Star  In  The  West 


You’ve  seen  Robert  Preston  in 
“King  of  Alcatraz”  and  “Illegal 
Traffic”  and  seen  in  this  lad  poten- 
tial star  material.  But  you  haven’t 
seen  him  in  the  rushes  of  “UNION 
PACIFIC”,  the  big  Cecil  B.  De 
Mille  epic  of  the  West.  When  you 
do,  you’ll  see  why  our  production 
heads  were  quick  to  sign  him  for 
a major  starring  role  with  Gary 
Cooper  in  Paramount’s  “Beau 
Geste” — now  about  to  go  before 
the  cameras.  Just  another  proof 
that  Paramount  knows  how  to  pick 
them  and  how  to  build  them  into 
box  office  material  fast.  Witness 
Paramount’s  success  with  other 
new  marquee  names  like  those  of 
Patricia  Morison,  Janice  Logan 
and  Isa  Miranda,  all  of  whom  are 
going  to  sell  tickets  for  you  in  the 
coming  months. 


They’re  At  It  Again! 


At  last  we’ve  succeeded  in  getting 
that  famous  Ruggles-Boland  com- 
bination in  another  of  those  famous 
comedies  of  theirs  which  make  for 
solid  entertainment.  But  the  big 
news  on  this  one  is  that  Charlie 
and  Mary  have  Donald  O’Connor 
to  help  make  “BOY  TROUBLE” 
top  of  all  Ruggles-Boland  opus 
you’ve  ever  seen! 

Young  Donald, you  will  remember, 
first  proved  his  worth  as  the 
youngest  Beebe  in  Bing  Crosby’s 
“Sing  You  Sinners”,  later  showed 
his  ability  in  “Tom  Sawyer, 
Detective.”  Here  he  gets  an  even 
better  chance  to  go  to  town  and 
when  he  gets  in  Charlie’s  and 
Mary’s  hair,  the  laughs  are  plenty! 


$1,000,000  IN  DA  "KICKBACK"  MELON  TO 
GOLDWYN,  KORDA,  SELZNICK  AND  WANGER 


Half  of  Profits  for  1938 
On  Their  Lists  Will 
Go  to  Them  Soon 


New  York — Approximately  $1,000,000 
will  be  distributed  to  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
Alexander  Korda,  David  O.  Selznick  and 
Walter  Wanger  by  UA  under  the  “kick- 
back”  plan  for  1938,  Boxoffice  learns. 
Edward  Small  and  Hal  Roach  do  not  join 
in  the  distribution  of  extra  dividends  as 
producers.  Roach  having  delivered  “There 
Goes  My  Heart”  and  “Topper  Takes  a 
Ti'ip”  late  last  year  and  Small’s  first  pic- 
ture, “The  Duke  of  West  Point,”  having 
been  released  early  this  year. 

Accountants  are  now  working  on  the 
figures  and  50  per  cent  of  the  profits  on 
pictures  produced  and  released  by  the  four 
men  in  1938  will  be  turned  over  to  them 
within  the  next  few  months. 

All  owners  are  in  complete  harmony  on 
the  plan,  those  closely  allied  to  UA  stated 
on  their  return  from  the  five-day  stock- 
holders’ meeting  on  the  coast.  Although 
Goldwyn  is  rmderstood  to  have  insisted  on 
a lower  distribution  cost,  a 25  per  cent 
international  distribution  figure  obtains 
for  all  producers,  it  is  stated.  This  is  a 
reduction  of  five  per  cent  on  the  foreign. 

Stockholders  voted  Murray  Silverstone, 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  a 
vote  of  confidence  and  delegated  him  with 
full  powers  to  act  for  the  company.  It 
is  further  stated  that  15  pictures  are  al- 
ready scheduled  for  next  season,  although 
the  total  number  has  not  yet  been  de- 
termined. Silverstone  is  due  from  Holly- 
wood in  a few  days  and  will  sail  for  Eng- 
land in  February. 

Korda’s  2Cth  by  July 

Korda  expects  to  deliver  his  20th  picture 
for  the  company  in  six  months.  At  that 
time,  he  will  pick  up  his  one-fifth  stock 
option  as  a partner-producer.  When 
Charles  Howe  Browne,  attorney  for  Pru- 
dential, recently  journeyed  to  the  coast 
from  England,  he  came  over  specifically 
on  the  stock  option  deal.  Dividends  which 
have  accrued  to  Korda  for  the  past  few 
years  have  been  applied  to  the  purchase 
price  of  the  stock. 

The  deal  whereby  Korda  was  to  pro- 
duce “Lawrence  in  Ai-abia”  for  Paramoimt 
has  been  called  off  and,  instead,  he  will 
make  it  for  UA.  Production  is  scheduled 
to  get  under  way  in  April  in  London. 

Vivien  Leigh,  recently  cast  by  Selznick 
for  the  leading  role  in  “Gone  With  the 
Wind,”  is  under  contract  to  Korda  for 
the  next  seven  years  and  will  appear  in 
at  least  one  of  his  pictures  each  year. 
Her  next  English  film  will  be  decided  as 
soon  as  she  finishes  the  role  of  Scarlett 
O’Hara. 

Attending  the  UA  stockholders’  meeting 
on  the  coast  were  most  of  the  owners  and 
their  attorneys.  Richard  Dwight  repre- 


MPTOA-SMPE 
Meet  Talked 

Washington — Ed  Kuykendall  is  figuring 
on  a different  kind  of  convention  for  the 
MPTOA  this  year,  something  never  tried 
before.  He  has  an  idea  in  his  mind,  and 
it  develops  more  each  day,  to  hold  a sort 
of  national  exposition  of  the  industry  in 
conjunction  with  the  Society  of  Motion 
Picture  Engineers.  Both  organizations 
would  join  in  the  meetings  and  there 
would  be  exhibits  of  all  kind,  dated  and 
up-to-date  relating  to  all  phases  of  the 
development  of  pictures  and  theatres. 

The  MPTOA  head  doesn’t  want  to  hold 
the  meetings  in  a big  key  city  if  he  can 
help  it.  A situation  like  Washington 
would  be  preferable.  Not  only  is  the  ex- 
position to  be  limited  to  picture  making 
and  exhibition,  but  eveiT  component  part 
of  it  will  be  embraced  in  the  show,  if  the 
idea  goes  through. 

Kuykendall  is  here  to  spend  the  next 
few  weeks  keeping  a close  eye  on  political 
affairs.  Charles  C.  Pettijohn  of  the  Hays 
office  spent  a few  days  with  the  MPTOA 
head  during  the  week. 

Mannix  Recuperating  at 
Palm  Springs  Ranch 

Palm  Springs — Edward  J.  Mannix, 
M-G-M  studio  executive  and  right  bower 
to  Louis  B.  Mayer,  is  recuperating  at  a 
ranch  near  here.  He  is  reported  very  ill 
and  will  be  away  from  the  studio  for  sev- 
eral more  weeks. 

sented  Goldwyn;  Mendel  Silverberg,  Kor- 
da; Edward  Raftery  and  Dennis  F.  O’Brien, 
the  company;  Charles  Schwartz,  Charles 
Chaplin;  Neil  McCarthy,  Douglas  Fair- 
banks; NeU  McKay,  Mary  Pickford. 

Schwartz,  Emanuel  Silverstone,  James 
Mulvey  and  Korda  returned  Monday  from 
Hollywood.  Korda,  accompanied  by  Irving 
Asher,  an  associate  producer  for  London 
Films,  and  Joe  Friedman,  European  gen- 
eral manager  for  Columbia,  sailed  Satur- 
day on  the  Champlain  for  London.  Con- 
ferences among  Asher,  Friedman  and  Jack 
Cohn  on  Columbia’s  new  British  produc- 
tion lineup  were  delayed  until  Wednesday, 
when  Cohn  returned  from  a Miami  va- 
cation. 

Korda  expects  to  be  back  in  June  to 
make  his  first  UA  picture  on  the  coast. 
Of  the  six  planned  for  next  season,  two 
will  be  made  in  Hollywood.  At  least  four 
will  be  in  Technicolor.  Currently  being 
completed  at  Denham  is  “Four  Feathers” 
and  next  is  “Thief  in  Bagdad,”  which  is 
his  first  on  the  1939-40  schedule,  with 
Jon  Hall  and  Sabu.  “Lawrence  in  Ara- 
bia,” “Jungle  Book”  with  Sabu,  “The  Con- 
quest of  the  Air”  will  be  among  next  sea- 
son’s lineup. 


Monogram  Will 
Test  New  Plan 

Ne'w  York — Monogram  stockholders  on 
March  1 will  vote  on  a new  plan  calling 
for  the  elimination  of 
stock  options,  election  of 
two  executives  to  the 
board  and  extension  of 
the  contracts  of  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  president, 
and  Scott  R.  Dunlap, 
vice-president  in  charge 
of  production,  with  sal- 
ary increases. 

Under  the  plan,  a 
modification  in  the  by- 
laws will  be  sought  to 
increase  the  board  from  Ray  johnston 
seven  to  nine  with  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  for- 
eign sales  head,  and  Leon  Fi’omkess,  treas- 
urer, as  additional  candidates.  The  board 
is  now  composed  of  Johnston,  Dunlap,  O. 
Henry  Briggs,  Rhinelander  Stewart,  J.  A. 
Sisto,  Sol  A.  Rosenblatt  and  Trem  Carr. 

Stockholders  will  decide  on  the  plan  to 
eliminate  stock  options  for  purposes  of 
assisting  the  company  in  future  financing 
by  reducing  options  on  300,000  outstand- 
ing shares  at  the  rate  of  one  to  five. 

A change  in  the  fiscal  year  also  wUl  be 
voted.  The  company’s  year  now  ends  with 
the  calendar  year. 
The  new  plan  is  to 
change  this  from 
July  1 to  June  30. 

An  amendment  to 
the  pacts  of  John- 
ston and  Dunlap,  up 
for  approval,  pro- 
vides for  options  ex- 
tending the  contracts 
two  years,  from  Mar. 
1,  1942  to  Mar.  1, 
1944;  also  to  increase 

SCOTT  K.  DUNLAP  jjy  $200  a Week  the 
salaries  of  the  two  executives  for  the  next 
three  years,  and  for  the  1942-44  period 
hike  their  salaries  to  $1,000  a week. 

The  board  will  meet  and  elect  officers 
the  same  day  stockholders  meet.  No 
change  in  the  executive  lineup  is  con- 
templated. On  the  proxy  committee  are 
Johnston,  Briggs,  Rosenblatt  and  Sisto. 

Bank  Messengers  Set 
For  Quiz  Deliveries 

New  York — The  Chemical  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.  has  been  retained  to  deliver  a 
confidential  list  of  winners  of  the  Movie 
Quiz  contest  to  the  manager  of  each  thea- 
tre that  paid  its  pledge.  'Through  the 
bank’s  correspondents,  simultaneous  de- 
livery will  be  made  promptly  at  eight 
o’clock  on  the  evening  of  February  20. 


8 


BOXOFFICE  ; ; January  28,  1939 


JESSE  JAMES  DOES  THE 
IMPOSSIBLE-BEATS 
THE  UNBEATABLE-TOPS 
ALEXANDER  IN  19  OUT 
OF  ^ 21  OPENINGS 
UP  TO  PRESS  TIME! 


BALTIMORE  MIAMI  TULSA 

FORT  WORTH  HARTFORD  BRIDGEPORT 

CLEVELAND  NEW  YORK  DETROIT 

DALLAS  OKLAHOMA  CITY  SCRANTON 

NEW  HAVEN  KANSAS  CITY  SALT  LAKE  CITY 

ST.  LOUIS  HOUSTON  LOS  ANGELES 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Close  to  "Alexander"  at  Stanley, 
Phila.,  and  Comerford,  Wilkes-Barre 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


OUT  OF  THE  FIRST  20 

chosen  by  22,000,000  people 
in  ''King  and  Queen  of  the  Movies" 
annual  nation-wide  poll 

ARE  20TH  CENTURY-FOX  STARS! 


Tyrone  Power  63%  more  votes  than  nearest  contender 

in  1939  poll  sponsored  by  New  York  Sunday  News  and  more  than  50 
other  key  city  newspapers,  reaching  22,000,000  readers. 

Other  20th  stars  in  the  select  First  Twenty  are:  Sonja  Henie,  Loretta 
Young,  Richard  Greene,  Shirley  Temple,  Alice  Faye,  Don  Ameche. 

Power  and  Henie  tops  in  New  York!  Readers  of  the  N.Y.  Sunday  News, 
with  its  3,250,000  circulation,  voted  Tyrone  Power  and  Sonja  Henie 
''King  and  Queen". 


Richard  Greeners  record!  Richard  Greene,  in  pictures  only  since  last 
April,  took  5th  place  among  all  men  stars! 


THE  KEYSTONE  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


UNE  OF  THE  GREATEST  MOTION 
PICTURES  EVER  BROUGHT 
YOU  BY  DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK 
AND  20^«  CENTURY-FOX!.. 

Smashing,  throbbing  melodrama  of  three 
brave  young  women  of  the  sky.  . . and  the 
heart  - breaking  story  that  lies  behind  their 
spectacular  exploits  . . . because  they're 
women  first!  Every  woman  on  earth  will 
want  to  know  what  makes  girls  like  these 
take  the  gamble  they  can  lose  but  once! 


Trixie,  who  knows 
what  it  means  to 
lose  a race... when 
she's  risked  her 
life  to  win! 


ALICE 

FAYE 


Gerry,  who  knows 
the  hurt  that  love 
can  give  . . . and 
even  danger  can't 
help  her  forget! 


Lois,  who  flies  be- 
cause it  brings  her 
closer  to  her  reck- 
less-hearted man! 


•Ond “Tlt&t  i A/ot  •^LL ! 


, Wally  Vernon  • Joan  Valerie  • Edward  Norris 

Dit#0t#d  by  RoY: 

-V.? ::.y.  '■'■■■  J-M'.-:'  v^y 

Aiiociftt#  Producer  Haurry  Jciw  Brown  * /IDriginal  Scrmeii/Play  by  Fj 

‘.'I  g fy  ’ *'''■* 

DkllTYl  F-  Z;i|XUCk  in  GharQjirs*©feEroduction 


SPIN  EXPLOITATI 


UE  WOMEN  FLIERS  AND  HOUYWOOD  STARM 


SEE  HOW  IT 
NETWORKS 
THE  NATION! 


COMPLETE  ITINERARY 
OF  THE 

"TAIL  SPIN”  TOURS! 


Leave  . 


Northern  Route 


Los  Angeles  . 

Arrive  . . . 

San  Francisco 
Seattle  . . . 
Salt  Lake  City 
Denver  . 
Chicago 
St.  Louis 
Detroit 
Cleveland 
Pittsburgh 
New  York 


Leave  . 


Southern  Route 


Los  Angeles  . 

Arrive  . . . 

Kansas  City  . 
Oklahoma  City 
Dallas  . . . 
New  Orleans . 
Memphis  . . 
Atlanta  . . . 
Philadelphia  . 
Boston  . . . 
New  York  . . 


Read  the  complete  details 
to  see  where  you  come  in: 


The  all-around-the-country  flight  is  called  the 
SPIN”  TOUR. 


'TAIL 


Two  separate  flights  starting  from  Los  Angeles  January 
28th  complete  their  tours  at  New  York,  February  7th. 

Each  flight  carries  two  famous  women  fliers  and  five 
lovely  starlets  from  the  Studio — accompanied  by  special 
publicity  men. 

Eighteen  key  cities  have  been  strategically  chosen  to 
insure  complete  publicity  coverage  blanketing  every 
section  of  the  country. 

At  each  stop,  a reception  by  local  flying  clubs,  prominent 
citizens,  civic  dignitaries  and  the  press — fanfare!  . . . 
ballyhoo!  . . . circus! 

In  each  city  visited  the  "TAIL  SPIN"  TOUR  delivers  a 
print  of  "TAIL  SPIN”  to  the  theatre  booking  it. 

The  resulting  build-up  focuses  intense  interest  on  "TAIL 
SPIN”  not  only  in  the  cities  visited,  but  in  the  entire  sur- 
rounding region — including  your  theatre! 


SWEEPS  ACROSS  NATI 


IN  WHKLVnND  COAST-TO-COAST 


Every  section  covered  in  daring  and 
unparalleled  advance  campaign! 


-.isr.: 


FOUR  FAMOUS  WOMEN  FLIERS  ON  TAIL  SPIN ' TOUR 


RUTH  NICHOLS 


Foremost  woman  pilot  in  the  U.S.  A., 
whose  thrilling  feats  have  won  her 
more  "firsts"  than  any  other  woman 
flier. 


MARGO  BAIN  TANNER 


Celebrated  racing  pilot.  Former 
holder  of  seaplane  speed  record 
for  light  planes.  Governor  of  N.Y. 
Chapter  of  the  99  Club. 


BETTY  HUYLER  GILLIES 


Noted  sportswoman  pilot  and 
prominent  member  of  Long  Island 
society.  Executive  of  important 
aviation  company. 


TEDDY  KENYON 


Woman's  amateur  stunt  flying* 
champion.  Nationally  famous  for 
her  courage  as  a test  pilot. 


^nnieri  ifi  U.&A. 


AND  THESE  AIR-MINDED  LOVELIES  REPRESENTING  THE  STUDIO! 


I,  . 

i Nine  of  20th'8  stars  >to-be  . . ^ loaded  with . pulchritude 
I and  personality!  Direct  from  Movietone  City  to  brighten 
I the  eyes  of  welcoming  citizens.  They  are:  loan  Valerie, 


Helen  Erickson,  June  Gale,  Mary  Healy,  Lillian  Porter, 
Dorothy  Dearing,  Alice  Armand,  Gloria  and  Barbara 


ZOOMING  ^ 
SEND-OFF 
FOR  A GREAT 
PICTURE!  . 


fit.h.cl  \s 
pirfurv  of  tgj 
»h*  yeor!-  ^ 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


LOEW  DECISION 


FOR  SPREAD 


While  Future  Litigation 
Over  Contracts  May 
Vary,  Way  Is  Clear 

New  York — Analysts  of  the  decision  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  the  minority  stockholders’ 
suit  see  the  way  cleared  for  an  adoption 
of  profit-sharing  contracts  on  a broad 
basis  provided  any  of  the  other  majors  are 
so  minded,  now  or  in  the  future.  Recog- 
nizing circumstances  governing  specific 
situations  and  specific  litigation  by  any 
suing  group  will  vary,  those  abreast  of  the 
important  Loew  action  are  inclined  to 
read  into  Judge  Louis  A.  Valente’s  deci- 
sion the  establishment  of  a foundation 
line  on  which  to  successfully  construct 
similar  arrangements. 

The  judge,  as  reported,  has  ruled  the  11 
profit-sharing  contracts  for  eastern,  but 
mostly  studio,  Loew  executives  to  be  valid 
and  has  absolved  the  company’s  directors 
of  charges  of  mismanagement.  Viewed  as 
significant  is  this  portion  of  the  judge’s 
opinion : 

“On  the  whole,  there  has  been  no  show- 
ing of  improvidence  on  the  part  of  the 
directors  in  providing  for  the  percentage 
compensation  to  the  executives  or  specia- 
lists complained  of  . . . The  evidence  is  re- 
plete with  instances  of  lucrative  offers  re- 
ceived by  these  executives  in  an  effort  to 
lure  them  away  from  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  I 
am  convinced  of  the  sincerity  of  (Nicholas 
M.)  Schenck’s  testimony  that  the  only 
way  he  kept  his  unique  organization  intact 
was  by  the  payment  of  generous  com- 
pensation. 

Cites  Company  Position 

“That  this  policy  has  been  successful  is 
indicated  not  only  by  the  standing  of  the 
company  and  the  profits  which  it  has 
earned  over  the  years,  but  by  the  testimony 
of  every  single  witness,  including  that  of 
the  president  of  one  of  its  chief  competi- 
tors (Sidney  R.  Kent,  head  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox) who  frankly  stated  that  he 
would  like  to  get  this  executive  group  for 
his  own  company  and  that  their  loss 
would  be  disastrous  to  Loew’s,  Inc. 

“The  question  before  me,  however,  is  not 
whether  these  payments  were  large — that 
is  conceded — but  whether  they  are  so  com- 
pletely out  of  relation  to  the  services  ren- 
dered as  to  be  characterized  as  a gift  of 
the  corporate  assets  within.  The  evi- 
dence, however,  justifies  the  conclusion 
that  the  contracts  and  payments  were  not 
a gift  or  waste  of  corporate  assets;  and 
that  they  were  approved  by  successive  and 
competent  boards  of  directors,  the  ma- 
jority of  which  was  disinterested.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  court  should  not 
substitute  its  judgment  for  the  judgment 
of  the  duly  constituted  corporate  manage- 
ment.” 

Further  commenting  on  the  value  of 


SEEN  ESTABLISHING  BASIS 
OF  PROFIT-SHARING  CONTRACTS 


producers.  Judge  Valente  said,  “In  any 
event,  the  three  members  of  the  Mayer 
group  represented  the  high-water  mark  of 
the  production  end  of  the  business  of  the 
coiTioration.  Without  a high  class  source 
of  supply  the  numerous  houses  would 
have  dried  up  for  want  of  supplies.” 

On  the  question  of  auditing,  the  court 
held,  “In  view  of  the  fact  that  I am  find- 
ing certain  errors  in  principle  and  in  view 
of  the  necessity  of  making  certain  deduc- 
tions from  the  percentage  base,  which  were 
not  made,  the  question  arises  whether  the 
result  of  the  independent  audit  was  of 
such  a nature  as  to  suggest  to  the  directors 
the  necessity  of  a further  recheck. 

“Where  there  was  an  honest  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  application  of  alterna- 
tive sound  accounting  methods,  there  can 
be  no  exception  . . . The  independent  audi- 
tors were  justified  in  permitting  capital 
profits  due  to  the  profit  on  retirement  of 
debentures  to  be  included  in  income — 
and  probably  so  as  to  preferred  stock  be- 


Approval  of  Management 
Remuneration  Method 
Deemed  Significant 

cause  at  the  time 'it  was  one  of  the  sound 
alternative  methods  of  accounting.” 

In  discussing  three  items  on  which  there 
will  be  restatements.  Judge  Valente  stated, 
“There  has  been  an  overpayment  to  cer- 
tain individual  defendants,  against  whom 
judgment  must  be  rendered.  This  ques- 
tion does  not  involve  any  fraudulent  act 
on  the  part  of  any  defendant,  but  an  error 
of  construction  of  the  contract,  which 
requires  correction  in  the  interest  of  fair- 
ness to  the  corporation  and  its  stock- 
holders.” 

The  items  deal  with  reorganization  of 
Loew’s  Ohio  Theatres,  Chippewa  The- 
atres, and  payments  to  the  Thalberg  es- 
tate “which  should  have  been  deducted 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


Schenck  Is  Accoladed  for  His 
"Exceptional”  Management 


New  York — ^Praise  for  the  effort  and 
skill  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president,  has 
maintained  in  holding  together  various 
component  parts  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  con- 
tinuing the  company’s  regular  dividend 
policy  while  other  organizations  experi- 
enced checkered  careers  during  the  de- 
pression is  one  highlight  of  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente’s  opinion  in 
clearing  all  directors  of  fraud,  conspiracy, 
mismanagement  and  waste  in  the  minority 
stockholders’  suit. 

Said  Judge  Valente,  “Without  detract- 
ing from  the  genius  of  Marcus  Loew,  it  is 
but  fair  to  say  that  the  evidence  does  not 
sustain  the  conclusion.  Mr.  Loew  died  in 
1927;  whatever  success  the  company  may 
have  had,  due  to  the  strong  foundations 
he  laid  and  to  the  initiation  of  the  present 
strong  organization  of  the  production  end 
of  the  business,  would  not  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  continue  the  business  as  self- 
running. 

“Even  during  his  life  the  contribution 
of  Vice-President  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
now  president,  was  anything  but  a negli- 
gible factor.  In  the  last  ten  years  in 
which  he  has  been  the  chief  executive  it 
must  be  conceded  that  his  executive  con- 
trol has  been  of  exceptional  character.  So 
many  other  large  concerns  in  the  busi- 
ness went  through  reorganization  or  suf- 
fered other  losses  or  passed  through  crises. 
Loew’s,  in  the  worst  period  of  the  depres- 
sion, paid  its  dividends. 

“The  results,  no  matter  how  much  one 


may  attribute  a part  of  the  success  to  the 
Mayer  group  (Louis  B.  Mayer,  J.  Robert 
Rubin  and  the  late  Irving  G.  Thalberg) 
and  the  producing  genius  of  Thalberg,  are 
in  large  part  due  to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck. 
With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  company 
and  with  his  diplomatic  skill  in  holding 
the  organization  intact,  it  would  seem  that 
no  ground  for  dissatisfaction  at  the  salary 
allowed  him  by  the  directors  or  with  the 
adding  to  the  salary  the  annual  provision 
for  a small  percentage  of  the  profits  ex- 
ists. To  a comparable  extent,  similar 
justification  may  be  found  for  the  allow- 
ance of  percentage  compensation  to  David 
Bernstein,  the  treasurer.” 

Schenck  also  gets  indirect  credit  for 
bringing  about  a settlement  of  the  Thal- 
berg estate  claim  by  signing  Norma 
Shearer  for  six  pictures  at  $150,000  each. 
The  Loew  president  convinced  the  board 
that  a threatened  suit  by  the  estate  should 
be  avoided  and  at  the  same  time  hold  on 
to  Miss  Shearer,  who  had  negated  her  con- 
tract by  putting  up  a $50,000  default,  as 
provided  in  her  pact. 

On  this,  the  court  said,  “There  is  no 
reflection  upon  the  good  judgment  of  the 
directors  in  effecting  the  Thalberg  set- 
tlement. On  the  contrary,  the  subsequent 
events  and  the  continued  morale  of  the 
organization  fully  justified  their  conduct. 
There  will  be  no  dispute  that  the  amount 
of  this  settlement  was  a proper  deduction 
for  income  tax  purposes  as  a business  ex- 
pense.” 
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O’SULLIVAN -FONDA 
RALPH  BELLAMY 


ALAN  BAXTER  • STANLEY  RIDGES  • HENRY  KOLKER 

Screen  play  by  Anthony  Veiller  and  Allen  Rivicin 
Based  upon  a story  by  Joseph  F.  Dinneen 
Directed  by  JOHN  BRAHM  • Produced  by.  William  Perlberg 


■ 

e 1 

■ 

'3  in 

e 1 

'Gunga  Din' 


New  York — It’s  arrived,  and  in  more 
ways  than  one,  after  a year  or  two  of 
preliminaries  on  the  RKO  lot  and  a load 
of  weeks  before  the  camera.  Up  in  the 
fancy  realms  where  high  negative  costs 
loiter,  “Gunga  Din”  (pronounced  Dean) 
is  ready  now  to  start  its  whirlwind  career. 
It  ought  to  be  something  to  watch. 

This  is  an  attraction  cut  in  the  big, 
outdoor,  spectacle-like  pattern  that  looks 
Uke  much  and  big  boxoffice  to  this  ob- 
server. For  instance: 

“Din”  splashes  itself  all  over  the  north- 
ern mountain  passes  of  India  where  the 
British  military,  by  legend  and  fact,  have 
a time  of  it  keeping  imruly  natives  under 
thumb.  It  is  magnificently  photographed 
by  Joe  August  in  sweeping  and  impres- 
sive moimtain  panoramas.  It  has  a dare- 
devil story  which  has  precious  little  to 
do  with  Rudyard  Kipling  and  his  famous 
poem  of  English  military  might,  except 
for  “inspiration”  but  all  to  do  with  the 
color,  the  pomp  and  the  panoply  suggest- 
ed by  English  garrison  life  and  deed  up 
near  the  Khyber  Pass. 

Briskly  Paced 

It  is  briskly  paced  between  climaxes  and 
roaring  during  them.  It  embraces  Orien- 
tal torture  devices  and  Oriental  cunning. 
In  it  axe  three  ingratiating  roughnecks, 
swell  soldiers  all  as  well  as  all  for  one 
and  one  for  all  in  the  Three  Musketeers 
tradition.  Cary  Grant,  Victor  McLaglen 
and  Doug  Fairbanks  jr.  are  this  trio  and 
they’re  good.  They  know  how  to  scrap 
like  hell,  to  drink  like  hell,  to  have  fun 
like  hell  and  they  pursue  the  gamut  in  a 
fine  comedy  temp>o  that  lightens  the  gun 
blazes  and  helps  the  narrative  flow  in  rol- 
licking interludes. 

'Then,  Eduardo  Ciannelli  as  Guru,  the 
Hindu  leader  of  revolt.  Dramatically,  his 
performance  tops  the  roster.  And,  among 
the  principal  principals,  say  Jaffe  as 
Din,  the  water  boy  whose  clear  bugle 
notes  in  the  edge-of-the-chair  climax 
warn  the  approaching  Lancers  of  the  am- 
bush, thus  cost  him  his  life  but  save  the 
day.  Jaffe  has  little  to  do  until  well 
toward  the  close  and  it  his  final  deed 
that  moves  him  into  the  foreground  with 
a bang  and  a rush.  But  his  obscurity 
then  assumes  the  center  of  the  concluding 
stage  in  as  stirring  an  array  of  celluloid 
as  these  eyes  have  seen  in  some  time. 

Substantial  Girth 

“Din”  has  a very  substantial  girth.  Its 
story  content  may  have  been  unraveled  be- 
fore, but  never  within  this  current  memory 
any  better  and  probably  not  so  well.  It  is 
earmarked  in  its  treatment  by  Joel  Sayre 
and  Fred  Guiol  with  fresh  characteriza- 
tion twists  and  it  has  been  produced  and 
directed  by  George  Stevens  with  an  alert 
and  intelligent  mind  and  eye.  This,  quite 
definitely,  is  a motion  picture  that  moves. 

“Gimga  Din”  has  it  all  right,  and  RKO 
has  “Gunga  Din.”  'There  are  also  a lot 
of  lucky  exhibitors,  as  they  will  be  dis- 
covering on  their  own  soon. 

— KANN 
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uary  and  the  present  deadline, 
things,  which  hove  a manner  of 
happening  in  this  industry,  may 
happen  again. 

No  telephone  calls  on  this,  please. 
There's  a padlock  on  the  story  and 
the  lock  has  been  snapped  shut. 

Hard-to-Beat  Dep't 

The  Associated  Press  reporting 
from  Ocala,  Fla.: 

Ocala  Daughters  of  the  Confed- 
eracy threatened  today  to  boycott 
the  film  version  of  the  novel,  '(Done 
With  the  Wind'  because  a British 
actress  was  cost  for  the 'leading  role 
of  Scarlett  O'Hara." 

Loew's  1938  Net 
$4,501,127  Ofi 

New  York — Net  earnings  of  Loew’s  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  August  21,  1938, 
show  a drop  of  $4,501,127.83  from  the  pre- 
vious 12  months.  Consolidated  net  for  the 
year  ended  August  31,  1938,  totaled  $9,- 
924,934.46  as  compared  with  $14,426,062.29 
the  year  before. 

Operating  revenues  for  1938  show  an 
increase  of  $908,608.40.  Theatre  receipts, 
rentals  and  sales  of  films  and  accessories 
for  1938  totaled  $118,941,768.13;  rent  in- 
come, $2,567,300.59;  miscellaneous,  $1,228,- 
145.34,  or  a total  of  $122,737,214.06,  which 
compares  with  $121,828,605.66  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 

Under  operating  and  general  expense, 
which  total  $95,800,012.09,  are  listed  the 
following  items:  Theatres  and  office  build- 
ings, including  film  rental  expense,  $31,- 
904,530.56;  film  distribution,  $12,596,772.70; 
amortization  and  write-off  of  film  costs, 
$42,808,845.35;  film  advertising  accessories, 
$896,000.46;  outside  producers’  share  of 
film  rentals,  $5,663,057.06;  general  and 
administrative,  $1,930,805.96. 

Depreciation  of  buildings  and  equipment, 
excluding  studio  depreciation  charged  to 
film  costs,  real  estate  and  other  taxes  and 
rent  on  leased  properties  aggregates  $12,- 
455,741.58. 

Other  income,  which  includes  dividends 
received,  interest  and  discount  earned, 
profit  on  sales  of  marketable  securities, 
discount  on  securities  retired  from  sink- 
ing funds  and  miscellaneous  amounts  to 
$435,059.61. 

Other  deductions,  which  take  in  interest 
on  debentures,  interest  on  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, preferred  dividends  of  subsidiary 
and  affiliated  companies,  amortization  of 
debt  discount  and  expense,  provision  for 
contingencies,  and  adjustment  of  invest- 
ments in  Allied  corporations  run  to  $2,- 
861,634.49. 

Net  income  before  taxes  amounts  to 
$12,054,881.51.  Federal  income  and  excess 


Idiot's  Delight' 


New  York — This  should  be  a delight  to 
every  exhibitor  and  certainly  his  boxoffice. 
Garnering  the  coveted  laurels  in  the  the- 
atre world  when  Alfred  Lunt  and  Lynn 
Fontanne  scampered  off  with  the  Pulitzer 
prize  play  of  the  year,  M-G-M  has  trans- 
formed the  comedy-drama  into  an  out- 
standing picture  and  possibly  one  of  the 
best  10  of  the  new  year. 

Norma  Shearer,  as  the  trapeze  perfor- 
mer, does  a swell  bit  as  the  heart-smitten 
lover  of  Clark  Gable,  vaudevillian  usually 
at  liberty.  Miss  Shearer  carries  her  ex- 
cellent work  further  as  a Russian  countess, 
her  accent  and  mannerisms  delicately 
blended  into  a fine  pattern  which  almost, 
but  not  quite,  fools  Gable. 

And  so  it  is  that  Miss  Shearer  meets 
her  loved  in  Omaha,  while  both  are  on 
the  same  bill,  only  to  be  separated  over  a 
span  of  years  and  to  meet  again  on  a 
frontier  post  en  route  to  Geneva.  Each 
has  had  a taste  of  success — Miss  Shearer 
as  the  mistress  of  Edward  Arnold,  who, 
as  Achille  Weber,  glories  in  war  which 
means  business  for  his  munition  factories; 
Gable  who  now  heads  a dancing  team  of 
six  cuties  on  a continental  tour. 

Yet,  Miss  Shearer  will  not  look  back  on 
the  past  and  reveal  her  true  identity  to 
Gable.  When  Arnold,  suspecting  that  she 
knows  too  much  leaves  her  behind  while 
he  crosses  the  border  to  safety,  she 
breaks  down  and  confesses.  Gable,  who 
has  had  his  passage  cleared  for  him,  re- 
jects the  privilege  so  that  he  can  be  with 
Irene  (Miss  Shearer)  while  bombing  planes 
destroy  the  hotel.  But  war  has  no  fears 
for  ex-soldier  Gable.  With  Miss  Shearer 
tightly  embraced,  they  burst  into  a hymn 
symbolizing  victory  and,  not  at  all  inci- 
dentally, a happy  ending. 

Exterior  Shots  Adroit 

The  exterior  shots  are  adroitly  handled. 
Clarence  Brown,  who  directed  well,  spent 
about  three  months  in  the  Swiss  Alps 
making  the  scenes. 

If  nothing  has  been  said  about  the  top- 
notch  performance  by  Gable,  it  is  because 
there  are  so  many  who  also  come  into 
this  category.  Arnold  is  one.  Charles  Co- 
burn, as  the  scientist,  is  another.  Joseph 
Schildkraut  is  still  another.  And  to  go 
on,  Burgess  Meredith,  Laura  Hope  Crews, 
“Skeets”  Gallagher,  Peter  Willes,  Pat  Pat- 
erson, William  Edmunds  and  Fritz  Feld. 

Before  it  is  overlooked,  a big  hand  to 
Hunt  Stromberg,  the  producer,  and  also 
to  Robert  E.  Sherwood,  the  author  who 
also  screen  scripted  the  piece. 

M-G-M  has  a show  that  is  bound  to 
make  money.  There  is  the  cast,  which  is 
tops  on  any  marquee;  a play  successful  in 
its  own  right,  and  talent  from  the  cream 
of  the  crop  to  give  the  public  entertain- 
ment any  exhibitor  ought  to  be  happy  to 
provide. 

— ORNSTEIN 


profits’  taxes  and  surtax  on  undistributed 
profits  aggregates  $1,581,141.61.  Net  in- 
come after  taxes  totals  $10,473,743.90,  but 
after  deducting  minority  interests’  share, 
the  final  net  earnings  figure  at  $9,924,- 
934.46. 
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Original  screenplay  by  W;lhs  Cooper  • Produced  and  directed  by  ROWLAND  V LEE 
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Six  Changes  Make 
Up  Second  Draft 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
except  85  aforesaid  and  “reissues”  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  separate  groups  of  pic- 
tures and  each  such  group  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  exclusion  by  exhibitors  on  the 
same  basis  and  subject  to  the  same  con- 
ditions as  herein  set  forth. 

The  exclusions  under  tliis  section  shall 
be  exercised  proportionately  among  the 
respective  price  brackets  provided  for  in 
the  license  agreement,  provided,  however, 
that  any  number  of  exclusions  may  be 
made  out  of  the  lowest  price  bracket. 
For  example,  if  the  license  agreement  shall 
license  48  pictures  and  the  highest  brack- 
et shall  relate  to  eight  pictures,  the  next 
highest  price  bracket  relate  to  12  pic- 
tures, the  next  liighest  price  bracket  re- 
late to  16  pictures  and  the  next  or  lowest 
bracket  relate  to  the  remaining  12  pic- 
tures, and  if  the  exhibitor  shall  have 
the  right  to  eliminate  a total  of  10  per 
cent  or  five  pictures,  then  not  more  than 
one  picture  may  be  eliminated  from  the 
highest  bracket,  nor  more  than  one  pic- 
ture from  the  next  highest  bracket,  nor 
more  than  two  pictures  from  the  next 
highest  bracket  and  the  remaining  one  pic- 
ture from  the  lowest  price  bracket,  or  all 
or  any  part  may  be  eliminated  from  the 
lowest  price  bracket.  AN  EXHIBITOR 
WHO  HAS  THE  RIGHT  TO,  BUT  DOES 
NOT  ELIMINATE  ONE  OR  MORE  PIC- 
TURES FROM  ANY  PRICE  BRACKET 
OTHER  THAN  THE  LOWEST  PRICE 
BRACKET,  SHALL,  FOR  EACH  SUCH 
PICTURE,  HAVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  ELIMI- 
NATE ONE  PICTURE  FROM  THE  LOW- 
EST PRICE  BRACKET,  AND  IF  AT  THE 
TIME  OF  SUCH  ELIMINATION  THERE 
BE  NO  UNPLAYED  AVAILABLE  PIC- 
TURES IN  THE  LOWEST  PRICE  BRACK- 
ET, HE  MAY  EXERCISE  SUCH  RIGHT 
IN  THE  SECOND  LOWEST  PRICE 
BRACKET. 

Exhibitors  shall  have  the  right,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  exclusion  privilege  pro- 
vided for  above,  to  exclude  from  the  li- 
cense agreement  any  picture  which  may 
be  locally  offensive  on  moral,  religious 
or  racial  grounds  provided  that  exhibitor 
shall  give  distributor  written  notice,  with- 
in 14  days  after  the  conclusion  of  the  first 
exhibition  thereof  in  the  exchange  ter- 
ritory out  of  which  the  exhibitor  is  served, 
of  the  exhibitor’s  desire  to  exclude  such 
picture  as  so  offensive  and  specifying  the 
groimds  thereof.  In  the  event  of  any  dis- 
pute as  to  whether  or  not  a picture  is 
so  offensive,  such  dispute  shall  be  de- 
termined by  conciliation  or  arbitration. 

4.  Preferred  Playing  Time 

Pi’eferred  playing  time  shall  not  be 
designated  by  the  distributor  for  a fea- 
ture picture  for  which  the  film  rental  is 
either  a fixed  sum  or  computed  in  whole 
or  in  part  on  a percentage  of  the  ad- 
mission receipts,  the  number  of  such  pic- 
tures to  be  played  on  preferred  playing 
time  as  well  as  the  days  constituting  pre- 
ferred playing  time  shall  be  determined 
by  mutual  agreement  between  the  dis- 


tributor and  exhibitor  at  the  time  of  the 
making  of  the  license  agreement  and  the 
distributor  shall  then  be  free  to  desig- 
nate the  pictures  to  be  played  in  accord- 
ance with  such  agreement. 

If  the  distributor  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  its  license  agreement  shall  des- 
ignate for  preferred  playing  time  a pic- 
ture the  film  rental  for  which  is  based 
wholly  upon  a percentage  of  the  admis- 
sion receipts  and  if  the  exhibitor  shall, 
within  . . . (five  . . . seven  days  after  the 
mailing  of  a notice  of  such  designation, 
give  distributor  written  notice  that  such 
picture  is  deemed  by  the  exhibitor  un- 
suitable for  such  playing  time  in  that 
theatre  and  specifying  the  reasons  there- 
for, then  upon  the  determination  of  such 
unsuitabihty  by  agreement  between  the 
distributor  and  exhibitor  or  by  immediate 
concihation  or  immediate  arbitration  in 
the  event  of  failure  to  agree,  the  distribu- 
tor may,  at  its  option,  either  designate 
said  pictures  to  be  played  upon  the  same 
rental  terms  on  other  days  of  the  week 
or  then  or  thereafter  substitute  another 
picture  to  be  played  on  preferred  playing 
time  at  the  originally  designated  terms; 
in  the  latter  event  the  fUm  rental  for 
the  picture  originally  designated  shall  be 
such  as  is  designated  by  the  distributor 
and  provided  for  in  the  license  agreement. 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  decrease 
or  increase  the  number  of  pictures  to  be 
exhibited  in  each  price  classification  in 
the  license  agreement. 

5.  Huns  and  Existing 
Customers 

(A)  Provided  an  exhibitor  and  a dis- 
tributor can  mutually  agree  upon  terms 
an  exhibitor  shall  be  able  to  obtain  . . . 
(some  run)  ...  A RUN  DESIGNATED 
BY  DISTRIBUTOR  of  a distributor’s  pic- 
tures provided  that  such  exhibitor’s  the- 
atre is  not  of  obsolete  character,  is  in 
good  condition  and  operates  under  a pol- 

More  Revision 
For  the  Pact 

New  York — The  second  trade  practice 
draft  will  not  go  out  to  the  various  ex- 
hibitor units  participating  in  the  negotia- 
tions until  the  language  again  is  revised, 
it  is  learned. 

“A  lot  of  work  has  yet  to  be  done,”  a 
major  company  attorney,  tells  Boxoffice, 
“and  it  may  be  weeks  before  it  is  ready.” 

Only  Abram  Fem  Myers,  general  coun- 
sel for  Allied,  has  a rough  of  the  second 
copy  and  is  understood  working  on  it  at 
his  Washington  headquarters.  He  is  mak- 
ing revisions  according  to  Allied’s  inter- 
pretations of  the  various  clauses  and  as 
soon  as  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
chief  for  M-G-M,  returns  from  a Florida 
vacation,  major  company  attorneys  are 
scheduled  to  sit  down  with  Myers  and 
finally  work  out  “understandable  language 
so  everybody  can  understand  it,” 

Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA, 
one  of  the  seven  independent  exhibitor 
organizations  negotiating  the  trade  prac- 
tice draft,  is  of  the  opinion  a completed 
second  draft  will  be  ready  by  the  middle 
of  next  month. 


Revision  Follows 
Several  Meetings 

icy  which  is  not  destructive  or  which 
would  not  substantially  affect  the  busi- 
ness of  any  other  nm  of  distributor’s  pic- 
tures, and  further  provided  that  such  ex- 
hibitor is  of  good  reputation  as  a theatre 
operator  and  is  financially  responsible. 
Any  dispute  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
exhibitor’s  theatre  is  of  obsolete  charac- 
ter, is  in  good  condition,  is  operated  un- 
der a policy  which  is  destructive  or  which 
would  substantially  affect  the  business  of 
any  other  run  of  distributor’s  pictures  or 
whether  or  not  exhibitor  is  of  good  repu- 
tation as  a theatre  operator  and  is  fi- 
nancially responsible,  shall  be  determined 
by  arbitration. 

(B)  Exhibitors  have  complained  that 
distributors  have  licensed  their  product 
away  from  an  existing  customer  to  an- 
other exhibitor  because  such  other  exhibi- 
tor operates  a circuit  of  theatres  in  the 
same  or  other  situations  and  licenses  the 
distributor’s  product  for  such  circuit. 

It  is  recognized  that  a distributor  has 
the  right  to  select  its  own  customers  and 
it  is  also  recognized  that  a change  in 
customer  is  sometimes  a hardship  to  an 
existing  customer,  but  that  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  continue  to  receive  con- 
sideration as  a customer  the  exhibitor 
should  have  substantially  performed  his 
previous  license  agreements  with  distrib- 
utor, maintain  and  operate  his  theatre  in  a 
modern  and  up-to-date  manner  and  be 
financially  responsible. 

Having  regard  for  these  principles,  prod- 
uct will  not  be  licensed  away  from  an 
existing  customer  to  a new  or  another 
exhibitor  for  the  sole  reason  that  the  new 
or  other  exhibitor  is  a customer  of  the 
distributor  in  the  same  or  other  situations 
and  any  dispute  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
distributor  has  licensed  its  product  away 
from  an  existing  customer  for  the  sole 
reason  that  such  exhibitor  is  a customer 
of  the  distributor  in  the  same  or  other 
situations  shall  be  determined  by  arbi- 
tration. 

S.  Short  Subjects,  News- 
reels and  Trailers, 
WESTERNS,  Etc. 

No  exhibitor  shall  be  required,  as  a con- 
dition of  licensing  feature  motion  pic- 
tures, to  license  short  subjects,  newsreels 
or  trailers,  . . . (but  nothing  herein  shall 
be  deemed  to  prohibit  any  effort  by  the 
distributor  to  license  short  subjects,  news- 
reels and  trailers)  . . . SERIAL,  RE- 
ISSUES AND  “WESTERNS”  AND  FEA- 
TURES PRODUCED  IN  ANY  FOREIGN 
COUNTRY  AS  SUCH  “WESTERNS”  AND 
FEA'TURES  PRODUCED  IN  ANY  FOR- 
EIGN COUNTRY  ARE  DEFINED  IN  SEC- 
TION 1. 

9.  Non-Theatrical 
Competition 

Feature  pictures  win  not  be  licensed  to 
a non- theatrical  account  if  such  non- 
theatrical account  shall  have  been  de- 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Step  lively  and  stay  lucky.  Step  up  snappily  to  the 
booking  desk  where  there’s  more  gold  to  be  gathered 
like  'Brother  Rat',  'Angels',  'Dawn  Patrol'  and  'Devil’s 
Island'.  This  is  the  big  week  we  smash  home  with 
sensational  John  Garfield  and  the  'Dead  End'  Kids  in 


'They  Made  Me  a Criminal'! 

For  Lincoln’s  Birthday 

and  National  Defense  Week 

'Wings  of  the  Navy'! 

Then 


'Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter', 


comedy  twin 


to 'Brother  Rat'.  Then  more!  {Bette  Davis  in  ‘Dark  Victory'; 
Warden  Lawes*  ‘You  Can*t  Get  Away  with  Murder',  with 
Humphrey  Bogart;  Cagney  in' The  Oklahoma  Kid').  And  More! 

WARNER  BROS. 

for  Satisfaction ! 


Text  of  Arbitration  Plan 

(Continued  from  page  5) 


shall  stand  its  own  costs  and  expenses. 

The  board  shall  be  empowered  in  its 
discretion  to  engage  a secretary  for  its 
own  sessions. 

4.  Qualification  of  Arbitrators. — No 
person  shall  be  nominated  or  elected  to 
act  as  an  arbitrator  in  any  dispute  in 
which  he  has  a personal  or  financial  in- 
terest, directly  or  indirectly.  Tlie  parties 
may,  however,  waive  their  right  in  any 
objections  which  may  exist  on  the  above 
grounds. 

5.  Vacancies. — Vacancies  occurring  by 
reason  of  illness,  resignation,  disqualifi- 
cations, disability  or  death  shall  be  filled 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  ap- 
pointment. 

6.  Hearings. — Hearings  shall  take  place 
in  the  exchange  territory  in  the  city  in 
which  is  located  the  exchange  out  of 
which  the  complaining  exhibitor  is  served. 

Parties  may  represent  themselves  or  be 
represented  by  another. 

Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to  ques- 
tion the  witnesses  of  the  other  party  or 
parties. 

Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath. 

The  arbitrator  may  require  any  party 
to  produce  whatever  records  and  docu- 
ments they  may  deem  necessary. 

Stenographic  records  of  testimony  will 
not  be  taken  imless  either  or  both  parties 
so  request  and  provide  fimds  for  the  same 
in  which  cases  the  stenographer  shall  be 
selected  by  the  board,  or  if  designated  by 
either  or  both  parties,  approved  by  the 
board. 

7.  Waiving  Oral  Hearings. — If  the 
parties  to  a controversy  agree  in  writing 
to  waive  oral  hearings  they  shall  submit 
to  the  arbitrators  a statement  of  claim 
under  oath  including  statements  from 
books  of  account  or  other  evidence  to- 
gether with  written  argument.  Immedi- 
ately upon  receipt  of  the  statement  of 
facts  and  written  arguments  a copy  there- 
of shall  be  submitted  to  the  respective 
parties  and  each  shall  have  the  right  to 
reply  thereto.  But  if  either  party  should 

fail  to  make  such  reply  in  days 

from  receipt  thereof  he  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  waived  the  right  to  reply.  The 
files  shall  then  be  submitted  to  the  ar- 
bitrators. 

8.  Preferential  Cases. — Certain  disputes 
require  prompt  and  immediate  decisions 
while  others  do  not.  Tliere  shall  there- 
fore be  established  a list  of  disputes  to 
which  the  arbitrators  must  give  prefer- 
ence in  time  of  hearing. 

Miscellaneous. — All  questions  affecting 
procedure  such  as  the  time  when  the  sub- 
missions are  to  be  made;  the  time  with- 
in which  the  arbitrators  must  make  their 
awards;  the  forms  to  be  used:  the  no- 
tices to  be  sent  and  similar  problems 
should  be  referred  to  counsel  for  the  dis- 
tributors and  exhibitor  groups. 

The  following  disputes: 

(a)  Those  where  more  than  two  par- 
ties are  involved,  where  each  party  may 
desire  an  arbitrator  of  his  own. 

(b)  Those  in  which  the  award  may  af- 


fect another  party  or  parties  who  refuse 
voluntarily  to  consent  to  be  boimd  by  any 
decision,  finding  or  award  of  the  arbi- 
trators. The  chief  problem  there  is  how 
to  make  an  award  binding  upon  such  non- 
consenting party  or  parties. 

(c)  Those  which  involve  a greater  num- 
ber of  exhibitors  than  distributors  and 
vice  versa.  The  chief  problem  there  is 
how  to  equalize  numerically  the  represen- 
tation on  the  arbitration  board. 

(d)  Those  to  which  a distributor  and 
its  affiliated  theatre  company  are  parties. 
The  chief  problem  there  being  whether 
both  interests  shall  be  considered  one  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  their  repre- 
sentation on  the  arbitration  board. 

Involved  legal  questions  should  be  re- 
ferred to  counsel  for  the  distributors  and 
exhibitor  groups. 


Allied  to  Play  Along, 
"But  It  All  Depends" 


(Continued  from  page  5) 
theatre  men  or  distributors.  That,  Allied 
doesn’t  care  about.  But  if  a board  is  com- 
posed of  three  men,  including  the  impar- 
tial observer,  the  independent  must  have 
one  representative  and  his  opponent  one 
man. 

“Allied  will  be  willing  to  sign  voluntarily 
as  a group  if  it  gets  the  right  setup;  and 
we  cannot  tell  what  the  right  setup  is 
until  the  rules  and  powers  of  the  local 
boards  are  outlined. 

“We  are  not  against  setting  up  local 
boards,  but  we  do  object  to  enforcing  writ- 
ten contracts  by  distributors.”  Cole  calls 
those  contracts  distributor  contracts  in 
which  the  exhibitor  had  no  voice  in  writ- 
ing. 

“We’ve  got  to  have  certain  principles 
specifically  laid  down  by  which  arbitration 
boards  have  the  power  to  rule.  If  the  rules 
are  correct  and  the  setup  of  personnel  is 
correct  and  very  fair,  we  are  ready  to  go 
for  it.  But  not  unless  both  the  powers 
delegated  to  the  board  and  the  setup  are 
correct. 

“What  we  mean  by  this  is  that  the  pow- 
ers the  boards  are  to  be  given  and  the 
machinery  to  do  it  with. 

“Arbitration  awards,”  according  to 
Cole,  “are  enforceable  in  the  courts  of 
most  states.  Allied  will  ask  all  members 
to  sign,  if  the  setup  and  powers  are  right. 
Otherwise  we  wouldn’t  make  a deal. 

“As  it  stands  now  the  setup  is  far  from 
being  satisfactory.  The  whole  damn  pro- 
gram is  in  a nebulous  state  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  Allied  or  myself  to  say  whether 
or  not  it  will  become  effective.” 


A Correction 

New  York — Inadvertently,  the  review  of 
the  “Heart  of  Paris,”  published  on  Jan- 
uary 21,  listed  Walch  Film  Co.  as  dis- 
tributor. Tri-National  Films  is  the  com- 
pany. 


Loew  Ruling  Boosts 
Profit  Split  Idea 

(Continued  from  page  17) 
for  the  computation  of  the  percentage 
compensations  payable  from  the  death  of 
Thalberg  to  December  31,  1938.” 

With  the  exception  of  handling  foreign 
transactions,  the  court  vindicated  account- 
ants for  their  practices.  Judge  Valente, 
in  this  connection,  said,  “The  other  claims 
by  the  plaintiffs  that  the  profit-sharing 
account  should  be  restated  because  of  al- 
leged improper  accounting  made  in  the 
computation  of  the  corporate  profits  are 
not  well  taken.  There  is  nothing  to  show 
that  there  was  a failure  in  the  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts  to  conform  to  sound 
accounting  practices  in  the  industry.” 

In  regard  to  the  difference  of  opinion 
held  between  opposing  attorneys  on  for- 
eign profits,  the  court  remarked,  “It  is 
true  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  make 
returns  of  profits  from  Italian  and  Ger- 
man subsidiaries  where  the  ownership  of 
Loew’s  in  those  companies  is  25  per  cent 
or  more.  The  failure  to  transmit  the 
profits  is  immaterial  for  purposes  of  the 
computation. 

“It  may  be  argued,  however,  that  such 
a result  is  unfair  because  the  prohibition 
against  deducting  profit  compensation 
from  net  income  would  forbid  a subsequent 
deduction  if  those  profits  were  lost  by  rea- 
son of  legislation,  decree  or  other  circum- 
stances occurring  in  the  totalitarian  states. 
There  is  a saving  clause  which  provides  for 
a measure  of  protection  against  a loss  of 
that  kind.” 

Discussing  compensations  to  Schenck 
and  David  Bernstein,  the  court  said,  “The 
claim  that  the  compensation  to  Schenck 
and  Bernstein  should  have  been  deducted 
from  the  basis  on  which  the  Mayer  group 
was  paid  is  without  foundation. 

“The  complaint  that,  in  determining 
profits  for  purpose  of  the  compensation 
basis,  there  was  no  deduction  of  $2  a 
share  on  the  shares  issued  as  stock  divi- 
dend, is  a claim  which  is  contrary  to  the 
terms  of  the  written  contract.” 

Concluding  his  opinion,  the  supreme 
court  judge  declared,  “The  action  against 
the  directors  will  be  dismissed,  and  the 
prayer  for  injunction  to  restrain  the  oper- 
ation of  the  new  contracts,  effective  Jan. 
1,  1939,  denied.  Findings  and  final  judg- 
ment may  be  settled  with  affidavits  of 
services  by  the  respective  attorneys  for 
the  plaintiffs.”  These  attorneys  filed 
claims  for  services  the  latter  part  of  the 
week. 

Among  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  was 
Emil  K.  Ellis,  who  acted  as  spokesman. 
He  represented  Bernard  Epstein.  Harry 
Bijur,  Harold  T.  Herts  and  Louis  Susman 
acted  for  Hana  W.  Goldstein  and  Sus- 
man; Milton  I.  Milvy,  attorney  for  Arba 
Dike  Faxon;  Maurice  Rose,  representing 
Nicholas  Lowy;  Abraham  L.  Pomerantz 
and  Abraham  Marcus,  for  Charles  Alpert; 
Joseph  Nemerov,  for  Pearl  R.  Ginsburg; 
William  R.  Rawick,  for  Hannah  Heifer; 
Theodore  M.  Tarlan,  for  Benjamin  Mah- 
ler. 

Former  Judge  Joseph  M.  Proskauer 
(Continued  on  page  26) 
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PHILADELPHIA  . . . 

ALDINE  . . . After  biggesf  opening  week 
since  Augusf,  picture  is  now  in  its 
third  smash  week. 


HAL  ROACH  presents 


iSPPtR 


STRAND  . . . John  Nolan  of  the  Comer- 
ford  Circuit,  reports  one  of  the  out- 
standing week's  grosses  of  entire  sea- 


HARTFORD  . . . 


TAKK  A TRIP 


STRAND  . . . Business  up  158%  as  box 
office  sells  against  house  packed  to 
capacity. 


W NEW  HAVEN 


^on5ianca 


STARRING 


ROGER  SHERMAN  . . . Clicks  force- 
fully with  take  that  is  153%  of  aver- 
age business. 


JQ^oland 


ALBANY 


BENNEn  • YOUNG 


STRAND  . . . Stampede  of  patrons  braves 
year's  heaviest  blizzard  in  all-day  lines 
at  box  office. 


BILLIE  BURKE  • ALAN  MOWBRAY 
VERREE  TEASDALE  • FRANKLIN  PANGBORN 
ALEXANDER  D’ARCY  • MR.  ATLAS  ("The  Thin  Man"  Dog) 
Directed  by  NORMAN  Z.  McLEOD 

Screen  Play  by  Jack  Jevne,  Eddie  Moran  and  Corey  Ford.  From  the  Novel  by 
V Thorne  Smith.  Milton  H.  Bren,  Executive  Producer. 


¥ MILWAUKEE  . . . 


WARNER  . . . Sensational  opening  as 
picture  grosses  $5,500  in  first  two  days. 


w 


f MEMPHIS  . . 


r 


LOEWS  STATE  . . . First  three  days' 
skyrocket  to  148%  of  average  business. 


NEW  YORK  . . . 

RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  . . 


Hi^s 


Others  May  Adopt 
Profit  Split  Plan 

(Continued  from  page  24) 

and  Alvin  J.  Van  Bergh  of  Proskauer, 
Rose  & Paskus,  represented  Loew’s. 

The  consolidated  suit  sought  to  enjoin 
Loew’s  from  carrying  out  all  personal  ser- 
vice contracts  on  profit  sharing  and  ask- 
ed for  an  accounting  of  various  and  nu- 
merous acts  from  1924  to  date  and  to  re- 
store portions  of  percentages  to  the  com- 
pany. 

The  contracts,  which  the  court  held 
valid,  are  with  David  Bernstein  which 
provides  for  $2,000  weekly  plus  1.5  per  cent 
of  the  profits,  Sam  Katz,  whose  salary 
is  $3,000  a week  and  will  now  get  1.4  per 
cent  of  the  annual  profits;  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy,  who  gets  7 10  of  one  per  cent  profits, 
plus  $3,500  a week  in  addition  to  $29,500 
each  quarter;  A1  Lichtman,  salary  $3,000 
a week,  plus  1.05  per  cent  of  the  profits; 
Edgar  J.  Mannix,  $3,000  a week,  plus  1.4 
per  cent  of  the  profits;  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
$3,000  a week  plus  6.77  per  cent  of  earnings; 
Harry  Rapf,  $2,200  a week  plus  22-100  of 
one  per  cent  of  the  profits;  J.  Robert  Ru- 
bin, $2,000  a week  plus  1.4  per  cent  of 
the  profits;  Hunt  Stromberg,  $5,000  a 
week,  plus  a bonus  of  $15,000  over  eight 
pictures  produced  in  any  given  year,  plus 
1.05  per  cent  of  the  profits;  Benjamin 
Thau,  $1,750  a week  plus  7 10  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  earnings,  and  L.  A.  Wein- 
garten,  $3,000  a week  until  December, 
1940;  $3,250  for  the  following  year  and 
for  the  succeeding  two  years  the  same 
salary  plus  35  100  of  one  per  cent,  retro- 
active to  Jan.  1,  1939. 

Second  Trade  Practice 
Draft  Is  Presented 

(Continued  from  page  22) 
termined  by  arbitration  to  constitute  un- 
fair competition  to  a regularly  operated 
motion  picture  theatre,  provided,  how- 
ever, nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
interpreted  to  prohibit  the  licensing  of 
motion  pictures  for  exhibition  at  Army 
posts  or  government  camps  or  on  board 
ships  of  the  United  States  Navy  or  ships 
engaged  in  cari-ying  passengers  to  for- 
eign or  domestic  ports  or  at  . . . (edu- 
cational or)  . , . religious  institutions 
WHICH  CHARGE  NO  ADMISSIONS  AND 
where  attendance  is  confined  to  mem- 
bers of  such  institutions,  or  in  institu- 
tions housing  “shut-ins”  such  as  prisons, 
hospitals,  orphanages  and  the  like  OR 
THE  LICENSING  OF  FEATURE  PIC- 
TURES OF  EDUCATIONAL  CHARACTER 
AT  EDUCATION  INSTITUTIONS  WHICH 
CHARGE  NO  ADMISSIONS  AND  WHERE 
ATTENDANCE  IS  CONFINED  TO  MEM- 
BERS OF  SUCH  INSTITUTIONS. 

13  . ,( Acquiring  Theatres).  . 
COERCING  CONTRACTS 

No  distributor  shall  coerce  any  exhibi- 
tor to  enter  into  any  contract  for  the 
exhibition  of  motion  pictures,  by  the  com- 


mission of  any  overt  act  evidencing  an 
intention  to  build  or  otherwise  acquire 
a motion  picture  theatre  for  operation  in 
competition  with  such  exhibitor  . . . (but 
nothing  herein  shall  otherwise  in  any  way 
abridge  the  right  of  a producer  or  dis- 
tributor to  build  or  otherwise  acquire  a 
motion  pictm'e  theatre  in  any  location  . . . 

16.  Effective  Date 

These  provisions  shall  become  effective 
with  the  license  agreements  for  THE 
PRODUCT  OF  the  season  1939-40,  RE- 
GARDLESS OF  WHEN  EXECUTED  and 
continue  thereafter,  except  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  to  af- 
fect any  license  agreements  now  in  effect. 


Loew's  Appeal  Decision 
Waits  Formal  Edict 

New  York  — No  decision  on  whether 
Loew  executives  will  appeal  the  ruling  of 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Valente  holding 
that  accountants  erred  in  certain  of  their 
calculations  will  be  made  until  the  find- 
ings of  the  com’t  are  reduced  to  an  opin- 
ion by  the  court  on  each  point,  it  is 
stated  at  Loew  headquarters. 

After  the  findings  are  cleared  up  on 
each  point,  it  will  then  be  up  to  Former 
Judge  Joseph  M.  Proskauer  to  either  ap- 
peal or  accept  the  decision  of  the  court 
without  referring  the  matter  to  a higher 
court.  This  is  not  expected  for  at  least 
another  week  or  so.  Proskauer  and  his 
assistant,  Alvin  J.  Van  Bergh,  represented 
Loew’s  and  individual  defendants. 


Accept  Limitation 
Expansion  Right 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
tributors  because  exhibitors  held  five  days 
was  not  sufficient. 

Because  it  was  felt  a distributor  could 
give  any  run  without  specification,  ex- 
hibitors insisted  on  changing  clause  five 
to  read  “an  exhibitor  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  a run  designated  by  a distributor  of 
a distributor’s  pictures.” 

Inclusion  of  “Westerns”  in  clause  six  was 
upon  insistence  of  exhibitors  who  con- 
tended cancellations  to  this  type  of  pic- 
ture should  be  on  the  same  basis  as  other 
pictures,  although  “Westerns”  are  sold  on 
separate  pacts. 

Addition  of  education  institutions  in 
clause  nine  was  put  in  as  a protection  for 
some  exhibitors  who  complained  that  thea- 
tre owners,  principally  in  the  west,  had 
been  booking  pictures  to  such  institutions 
in  competition  to  local  theatres  and  at 
prices  higher  than  those  paid  for  by  the 
exhibitor  doing  the  booking.  The  practice 
is  now  to  be  eliminated. 

Major  and  independent  circuits  with 
franchises  do  not  benefit  from  the  new 
trade  draft  under  clause  16,  which  states 
the  provisions  become  effective  with  prod- 
uct agreements  for  1939-40.  However,  on 
new  franchise  deals,  contracts  will  most 
likely  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  new 
benefits,  it  is  stated. 


Aii’urdcd  by  the 

New  York  Film  Critics 

as  the  best  imported  film  of  the  year 

and  acclaimed  by  the 
INational  Board  o'f  Review 
"Best  Film  of  the  Year 
From  Any  Country" 


Month 
N.Y.  First  Run 


FIRST  RUN  and  ROAD  SHOW  ENGAGEMENTS 
BOOKED  DIRECT  FROM 


Booked 
by 

R.  K.O. 
WARNERS 

LOEW 


WORLD  PICTURES  CORP. 

729  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York  City 

Cable  Address:  WORLDFILM  Foreign  Territories  Available 


NEW  ENGLAND  DISTRIBUTION 

IMPERIAL  PICTU  RES 

12  PIED/AONT  ST.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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GREENWICH  CLEARANCE  ISSUE  SETTLED  OUT 
OF  COURT;  WARDS  OFF  ANTI-TRUST  ACTION 

Loew's  and  RKO  Parties  to  Metropolitan,  Upstate  Area 

Accord;  Availability 

Time  Is  Shortened  Has  17  Now  Theatres 


By  BILL  ORNSTEIN 

New  York — Following  several  weeks  of 
conferences,  the  threatened  anti-trust  suit 
of  Prefect  Theatres  against  Skouras  The- 
atres and  major  distributors  on  clearance 
affecting  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Conn., 
has  been  amicably  settled.  An  agreement 
was  reached  Wednesday  in  Joseph  Vogel’s 
office  at  a meeting  attended  by  William 
White,  general  manager  of  the  Skouras 
circuit  and  pinch  hitting  for  George  Skou- 
ras who  was  ill,  Vogel  and  Edward  Peskay, 
head  of  Prefect. 

Under  the  settlement,  the  Greenwich 
house  has  been  given  an  immediate  avail- 
ability after  Stamford,  White  Plains  and 
Port  Chester,  which  have  been  holding  up 
the  Pickwick  from  60  to  90  days  at  times, 
and  as  much  as  120  days  at  other  times. 

Loew’s  and  RKO  are  also  parties  to  the 
agreement,  the  major  circuits  being  repre- 
sented with  theatres  in  Stamford,  White 
Plains  and  Port  Chester. 

Peskay’s  complaint  was  that  Skouras 
booking  at  the  Capitol,  Port  Chester,  held 
up  the  Pickwick  at  Greenwich  so  long 
that  pictures  lost  considerable  value  by 
the  delay. 

Broadway  Holdovers  Intrude 

However,  the  booking  situation  by 
Loew’s  and  RKO  for  White  Plains  and 
Stamford  complicated  matters.  Both  RKO 
and  Loew’s  day-and-dated  Stamford  with 
Broadway  for  one  week,  but  in  many  in- 
stances pictures  were  held  two,  three  and 
four  weeks  on  Broadway,  thus  holding  up 
Port  Chester  and  White  Plains  where  RKO 
and  Loew’s  had  clearance  on  Stamford. 

In  other  words,  the  holding  over  of  pic- 
tures on  Broadway  is  directly  attributed 
to  setting  back  dates  for  White  Plains 
and  Port  Chester.  It  is  understood  this 
situation  has  been  remedied  so  that  White 
Plains  and  Port  Chester,  which  have  clear- 
ance over  Greenwich,  will  be  permitted 
to  release  bookings  earlier. 

By  a strange  manner  of  zoning,  Pes- 
kay’s theatre  in  Greenwich  is  served  by 
New  Haven  exchanges,  while  Skouras’  Port 
Chester  houses  are  serviced  out  of  the 
metropolitan  branches. 

With  the  protection  angle  cleared  up  to 
Peskay’s  satisfaction,  the  Pickwick,  which 
has  been  dark  for  the  past  few  weeks,  will 
open  as  soon  as  new  bookings  can  be  ar- 
ranged. 

Several  meetings  had  been  held  by  J.  J. 
O’Connor,  operating  head  of  RKO,  Vogel, 
Skouras  and  Peskay  in  the  last  few  weeks. 
Paul  Williams,  government  prosecutor  in 
the  anti-trust  pending  against  major  dis- 
tributors, on  Monday  conferred  with  Skou- 


New  York  — At  least  17  new  theatres 
were  built  during  the  last  year,  according 
to  local  exchange  managers  and  equipment 
dealers.  The  Brooklyn  and  Staten  Island 
territory  leads  with  seven  new  structures 
while  Manhattan  runs  a close  second  with 
six  new  edifices. 

Upstate  New  York,  both  for  situations 
served  out  of  local  branches  and  those  ser- 
viced from  Albany  and  Buffalo,  showed 
few  new  theatres.  The  total  is  listed  at 
five,  at  the  most,  but  so  far  as  sales  execu- 
tives visiting  the  upper  state  regions  are 
concerned  they  find  the  Riveria,  with  300 
seats,  at  Barryville,  N.  Y.,  and  Schine’s 
new  Auburn,  Auburn,  as  the  only  new- 
comers. 

Century  Circuit  added  three  new  struc- 
tures to  its  string,  all  in  Brooklyn.  They 
are  the  Nostrand,  College  and  43rd  Street, 
with  seating  capacities  from  600  to  1,000. 
All  were  opened  within  the  last  few  weeks. 
The  Earle  and  Pair,  Jackson  Heights,  and 
the  Polk,  round  out  the  Long  Island 
group.  Randforce  erected  the  Rainbow 
in  Brooklyn  as  a new  entity  for  Rand- 
force. This  house  seats  1,800. 

The  three  in  New  Jersey  are  the  Tea- 
neck,  Teaneck,  1,200  seats;  the  Clifton, 
Clifton,  1,100  seats,  and  the  Bergen,  Jer- 
sey City,  seating  600. 

Manhattan’s  contribution  to  new  the- 
atre development  included  the  Normandie, 
a 600-seater  taken  over  by  Harry  Brandt 
and  Dave  Weinstock;  two  new  'Ti-ans  Lux 
units,  seating  about  600  each  at  52nd  St. 
and  85th  St.;  two  new  Newsreel  units,  the 
72nd  St.  and  50th  St.  houses,  each  seat- 
ing about  600;  the  Grand  Central  news- 
reel, with  less  than  600  seats. 

Charles  Moses  built  the  Lane,  at  New 
Dorp,  Staten  Island,  with  approximately 
600  seats. 

Joseph  Seider  is  now  constructing  a new 


ras  and  Peskay,  winding  up  a series  of 
meetings  which  have  been  going  on  for 
more  than  a month. 

Willard  C.  McKay  had  been  retained  by 
Peskay  to  file  suit  against  Skouras  and 
the  major  companies  but  declined  to  do 
so  until  every  means  of  effecting  a set- 
tlement had  been  exhausted.  McKay  lives 
in  Greenwich,  where  the  Pickwick  is  lo- 
cated. 

Bratter  & Pollack  built  the  Pickwick  sev- 
eral years  ago  and  after  an  unsuccessful 
operation  leased  it  to  RKO,  which  also 
lost  a considerable  amount  of  money  in 
the  years  it  had  it.  William  Brown  and 
Clarence  D.  Lowe  have  been  operating  for 


theatre  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by 
the  hurricane  last  August  at  Greenport, 
Greenport,  L.  I.  There  will  be  1,000  seats 
approximately. 

While  official  estimates  are  lacking  on 
money  spent  for  remodeling,  rejuvenating 
and  alterations,  some  theatre  and  ex- 
change men  feel  more  than  $5,000,000  was 
doled  out  on  internal  and  external  changes 
for  theatres.  It  is  held  RKO  spent  about 
$1,000,000  alone  in  rebuilding  the  Grand 
Opera  House  on  23rd  St.  and  8th  Ave. 
Another  important  project  was  the  Adel- 
phia,  now  the  Gem,  in  Brooklyn  on  which 
Sam  Rinzler  and  Morris  Kutisker  spent 
$55,000.  With  Harry  Brandt  as  his  part- 
ner, Rinzler  remodeled  the  Colony,  Brook- 
lyn for  approximately  $40,000. 

Loew’s,  RKO  and  Skouras  annually 
spend  large  sums  on  alterations.  It  is 
hard  to  compute  totals,  but  between  these 
three  circuits  it  is  estimated  that  perhaps 
$3,000,000  is  spent  on  new  fixtures,  change 
in  equipment  and  other  alterations. 

The  independent  circuits,  such  as  Pru- 
dential, Rosenblatt  & Welt,  Cocalis,  Con- 
solidated, Interboro,  Century  and  several 
others  are  continuously  making  repairs 
and  replacements.  With  this  in  view,  it  is 
difficult  to  estimate  approximate  costs, 
but  executives  of  the  circuits  “shudder”  at 
the  thought  of  figuring  the  items,  so  high 
do  they  run. 

Some  exhibitors,  aided  and  abetted  by 
equipment  dealers  contacted  for  the  sur- 
vey, are  inclined  to  believe  that  $10,000,000 
on  alterations,  remodeling  and  rejuvena- 
tion would  be  a more  accurate  figure  than 
half  of  it.  But  then  again,  exchange  men 
are  never  guided  by  what  figures  exhibi- 
tors broadcast,  no  matter  what  it  concerns, 
and  are  of  the  collective  opinion  that  if  a 
given  figure  is  reduced  in  half  that,  in  all 
probability,  is  right. 


Peskay,  in  addition  to  a number  of  others. 
Peskay,  for  a number  of  years,  worked 
for  the  Skouras  Brothers  in  St.  Louis  and 
New  York,  resigning  as  general  manager 
of  Skouras  Theatres  about  three  years  ago 
to  become  general  sales  manager  for  Grand 
National,  later  resigning. 


Re-check  Los  Angeles  Exchange 

Los  Angeles — Albert  Law,  department  of 
justice  deputy,  has  doubled  back  on  the 
coast  probe  of  complaints  by  independents 
of  anti-trust  violations  in  a re-check  of 
the  Metro  exchange.  He  indicates  his  stay 
will  be  short  and  that  no  other  exchanges 
will  be  visited. 


BOXOFFICE  : : January  28,  1939  E 


27 


Dufaycolor  Revamp 
Now  Is  Complete 


Bull  Market  on  Leigh  Films 

New  York — It  didn't  take  Max  A.  Cohen  long  to  take  advantage  of  the  publicity 
given  to  David  O.  Selznick's  announcement  Vivien  Leigh  had  been  chosen  for  the 
role  of  Scarlett  O'Hara  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind."  Ten  minutes  after  the  story 
broke,  Cohen  booked  "A  Yank  at  Oxford"  and  "Dark  Journey,"  in  which  Miss  Leigh 
appears. 

Among  other  distributors  having  pictures  with  the  future  Scarlett  O'Hara  are 
Paramount  with  "St.  Martin's  Lane,"  produced  by  Erich  Pommer  in  England,  and 
UA  with  "Fire  Over  England,"  and  "Storm  in  a Teacup."  This  company  also  is 
handling  "Dark  Journey."  The  last  three  were  produced  by  Alexander  Korda  in 
England. 

N.  Jersey  Industrial  Prospects 
Brighten  Trade's  Outlook 


Trenton,  N.  J. — Indication  that  New 
Jersey  motion  picture  theatres  will  fare 
better  during  1939  than  in  the  year  just 
ended  is  found  in  optimistic  outlook  com- 
ments offered  by  authoritative  spokesmen 
for  the  state’s  retail  business,  manufactur- 
ing and  agricultural  interests,  PulfiUment 
of  this  broad  and  basic  statewide  anticipa- 
tion of  general  economic  improvement 
would  find  certain  reflection  in  boxoffice 
receipt  totals. 

Prospects  of  “at  least  a gradual  improve- 
ment in  manufacturing  industry”  during 
the  coming  year  were  envisioned  by  State 
Labor  Commissioner  John  J.  Toohey  jr. 
on  the  basis  of  employment  records.  These 
showed  a factory  employment  decline  be- 
gan in  August,  1937,  and  reached  its  lowest 
ebb  last  July,  after  which  a “decided  im- 
provement was  shown.” 

G.  E.  Wilson,  president  of  State  Retail 
Merchants  Ass’n.,  believes  “1939  should  be 
a good  year  for  New  Jersey  retail  sales.” 
His  1938  figures  revealed  monthly  condi- 
tions varying  widely,  from  a two  per  cent 
retail  sales  gain  in  September  to  a 16  per 
cent  drop  in  May.  North  Jersey  retail 
sales  for  the  first  11  months  of  1938  were 
Usted  as  8.4  per  cent  more  than  the  cor- 
responding period  of  the  previous  year, 
while  South  Jersey  sales  showed  an  11  per 
cent  drop  during  the  same  period. 

A probable  factor  in  sagging  South  Jer- 
sey 1938  sales  was  the  fact  that  the  past 
year  was  an  unfavorable  one  for  state 
agricultural  interests.  Reason  for  this, 
according  to  State  Agricultural  Secretary 
Willard  H.  Allen  was  abnormal  weather 
and  declining  purchasing  power  of  con- 
sumers. Per  acre  agricultural  production 
was  below  that  of  1937  and  there  was  a 
decline  in  total  yields  for  most  products. 
Although  uncertainties  make  it  hazardous 
to  predict  advance  agricultural  conditions, 
the  imusually  poor  1938  year  itself  offers 
reason  to  believe  that  1939,  on  the  basis 
of  past  averages,  will  show  improvement. 

From  Newark  retail  stores  come  reports 
that  1938  Christmas  sales  ran  5 to  10  per 
cent  ahead  of  holiday  trade  the  previous 
year.  'The  increase  was  due  to  greater 
buying  of  popular-priced  items,  it  was  re- 
ported, with  the  1938  holiday  season  unit 
volume  falling  below  that  of  1937.  Newark 
area  department  and  other  retail  stores 
are  said  to  be  optimistic  in  contemplating 
1939  trade. 


Loew  Election  Is 
Set  for  Feb.  28 


New  York — Loew  directors  have  set 
February  28  for  the  annual  stockholders 
meeting  in  New  York  at  which  time  di- 
rectors will  be  re-elected  and  two  in- 
spectors elected  for  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing and  any  other  business  which  may 
come  up.  A board  meeting  is  scheduled 
to  be  held  the  same  day  for  the  re-elec- 
tion of  officers. 

Directors  slated  to  be  renamed  include 
George  N.  Ai’msby,  David  Bernstein.  Isi- 
dor  Frey,  Leopold  Friedman,  John  R. 
Hazel,  A1  Lichtman,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz, 
William  A.  Parker,  J.  Robert  Rubin,  Nicho- 
las M.  Schenck,  David  Warfield  and  Henry 
R.  Winthrop. 

Officers  and  executives  scheduled  for 
re-election  are:  Schenck,  president;  Bern- 
stein, vice-president  and  treasurer:  Ar- 
thur M.  Loew,  first  vice-president;  Rubin, 
Lichtman,  Edgar  J.  Mannix,  Sam  Katz 
and  Col.  Edward  A.  Schiller,  vice-presi- 
dents; Friedman,  secretary;  Benjamin, 
Frey,  Hattie  Helborn  and  Jesse  T.  Mills, 
assistant  secretaries:  Moskowitz,  Charles 
K.  Stern,  Nicholas  Nayfack,  Miss  Len  Co- 
hen and  R.  Lazarus,  assistant  treasurers. 
Mills  also  is  comptroller. 


Celebrate  Anniversaries 
With  Hawaiian  Cruises 

New  York — Two  local  independent  cir- 
cuit heads  are  celebrating  their  anni- 
versaries in  the  industry  by  taking  vaca- 
tion trips  to  Honolulu. 

First  is  Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of 
Cinema  circuit,  who  this  month  heralds 
his  30th  year  in  the  business.  He  sailed 
from  Los  Angeles  with  his  wife  on  the 
Matsonia.  Second  is  Sam  Rinzler.  He  is 
top  man  in  the  Randforce  circuit  and  next 
month  wUl  be  an  exhibitor  of  25  years’ 
standing.  He  and  his  wife  left  Friday  for 
Hollywood  where  they  will  spend  five  days 
visiting  the  studios  before  sailing  on  the 
Lurline.  Both  will  be  gone  seven  to  eight 
weeks. 


New  York — Reorganization  of  Dufay- 
color  Co.,  Inc.,  newly  formed  company, 
is  now  complete.  The  new  firm  takes  over 
all  assets,  liabilities  and  current  business 
of  the  English  subsidiary,  Dufaycolor,  Inc. 

Control  of  the  American  company  re- 
mains in  private  hands  with  Dufay  Chr:- 
max.  Ltd.,  the  parent  company,  retaining 
a minority  interest. 

New  officers  are  Pierpont  Morgan  Ham- 
ilton, president:  G.  Keyes  Page,  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary:  A.  A.  Brody,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution;  and 
Walter  J.  Doughty,  treasurer. 

Hamilton,  a nephew  of  J.  P.  Morgan, 
assumed  management  of  the  former  Amer- 
ican subsidiary  over  a year  ago.  He  spent 
a year  previously  at  the  RKO  studios 
studying  production. 

According  to  Hamilton,  the  company  is 
not  entering  into  negotiations  for  film- 
ing features  in  Dufaycolor  at  present.  “We 
want  to  wait  and  make  sure  it’s  perfect,” 
he  says. 

The  company,  which  has  leased  space  at 
DeLuxe  laboratories,  is  seeking  larger 
quarters.  It  contemplates  considerable  ex- 
pansion in  paper  print.  A coast  office 
will  be  opened  shortly  but  there  are  no 
immediate  plans  for  a laboratory  there. 

Right  to  all  patents  of  the  Dufaycolor 
process  for  the  western  hemisphere  have 
been  taken  over  by  the  new  company. 
Dufaycolor  employs  a single  negative  and 
requires  no  alteration  of  present  studio 
and  projection  equipment. 


Erpi  Capital  Structure 
Reduced  to  a Million 

Dover,  Del. — Directors  and  stockholders 
of  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc.,  have 
reduced  the  company’s  capital  structure 
from  between  $4,000,000  and  $5,000,000  to 
$1,000,000,  the  Delaware  secretary  of  state 
has  been  notified. 

'The  certificate  of  capital  reduction,  is- 
sued by  Secretary  of  State  Josiah  Marvel 
jr.,  was  signed  by  T.  Kennedy  Stevenson, 
president  of  Erpi,  and  H.  B.  Gilmore,  sec- 
retary. 


An  Evening  at 
The  Met 

New  York — Time:  Any  evening  in 
January. 

Place:  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
in  New  York. 

Curator:  "Hey,  boy,  move  over  those 
Rembrandts,  Van  Dykes,  Reubens  and 
Goyas.  We  gotta  make  room  for  Walt 
Disney.  No,  not  Dopey,  you  dope.  It's 
an  original  water  color  from  one  of 
the  final  scenes  of  'Snow  White'  show- 
ing vultures.  You  still  like  Dopey? 
Well,  my  boy,  this  is  art,  and  it's  go- 
ing to  hang  here  all  of  February." 
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Moss  Staten  Island  Appeal 
For  Games  Elimination 


The  Ambidextrous 
Kearns 

New  York — The  Tavern  not  only 
boasts  of  its  food  these  days,  but  also 
of  a unique  head  waiter.  He  is  James 
Kearns,  when  he  does  his  head-wait- 
ing at  the  Tavern.  But  in  Englewood 
Cliffs,  N.  J.,  Kearns  is  not  only  police 
commissioner,  but  also  councilman, 

Loew's  Ziegfeld  to 
Straight  Singles 

New  York — After  experimenting  with 
single  features  two  days  a week  at  the 
Ziegfeld  since  March,  1938,  Loew’s  will  put 
the  house  on  a straight  single  feature 
policy  starting  February  9.  At  the  same 
time  the  evening  admission  price  drops 
from  50  to  40  cents. 

For  years  past  the  unit  had  been  on 
a full  week  diet  of  duals.  It  was  sud- 
denly decided  to  try  one  feature  and 
shorts  on  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays.  The 
change  of  fare  apparently  brought  the 
desired  results.  So  much  so  that  C.  C. 
Moskowitz,  in  charge  of  Metropolitan 
operations,  may  adopt  the  Ziegfeld  plan  in 
other  houses  of  similar  character;  i.  e., 
better  grade  neighborhoods. 

In  this  category  are  the  Lexington,  the 
72nd  St.,  the  83rd  St.,  Sheridan  and  Kings. 


Multiple  Featuring 
Gets  Allied  Rap 

Syracuse — RKO’s  practice  of  triple  fea- 
turing and  five-cent  admissions  is  under 
attack  here  by  Allied’s  regional  unit  which 
has  elected  Rap  Merriman  of  the  Frank- 
lin as  vice-president.  Several  Allied  mem- 
bers have  complained  of  the  alleged  unfair 
competition  and  have  formed  a committee 
to  eliminate  the  objectionable  policy. 

Max  A.  Cohen,  state  president,  recently 
discussed  the  RKO  situation  at  a meeting 
of  the  membership  in  New  York.  Mitchell 
Conery,  head  of  the  Conery  circuit  of 
seven  theatres  and  regional  vice-president 
of  the  Albany  unit,  attended  the  session. 
However,  the  matter  was  tabled  for  fur- 
ther details  and  a thorough  investigation 
is  being  made. 

E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary, 
who  attended  both  the  local  and  Albany 
meetings,  went  on  to  Buffalo  for  a get- 
together  with  Allied  men  there  and  then 
returned  to  his  New  York  headquarters. 


Writer  Tully  Charges 
Film  Misrepresents 

New  York — Jim  Tully,  writer,  has  filed 
suit  against  William  K.  Howard  in  federal 
court  for  $50,000  claiming  that  “Back 
Door  to  Heaven,”  produced  in  Astoria, 
did  not  represent  incidents  in  his  life  and 
that  his  name  was  being  used  for  pub- 
licity purposes.  William  B.  Jaffe  is  repre- 
senting Howard. 


New  York — First  tangible  step  toward 
eliminating  games  in  this  area  by  way  of 
an  experiment  in  Staten  Island  developed 
when  License  Commissioner  Moss  made  a 
personal  appeal  to  private  operators  of 
Bingo  and  other  chance  enterprises  at  the 
Staten  Island  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Among  those  present  were  representatives 
of  two  Roman  Catholic  churches,  syna- 
gogues, restaurants,  social  clubs  and  others. 

It  now  remains  for  Moss  to  consolidate 
the  views  of  these  operators  with  the 
island’s  exhibitors,  who,  at  a previous  ses- 
sion with  the  license  commissioner,  vol- 
imteered  to  abohsh  the  games  if  private 
competitors  in  this  practice  did  likewise. 
In  all  probability  a date  will  be  set,  after 
all  parties  concerned  agree  on  the  pro- 
cedure, for  the  simultaneous  dropping  of 
the  games  throughout  the  island. 

Meanwhile,  as  a means  of  determining 
general  exhibitor  reaction  to  games  in  oth- 
er boroughs,  while  using  the  Staten  Is- 
land development  as  a spearhead,  the  ITOA 
has  sent  questionnaires  to  1,200  theatre 
operators  on  various  aspects  of  the  prac- 
tice. Questions  ask  for  information  on 
whether  games  generally  improve  busi- 
ness, do  private  operators  constitute  com- 
petition, does  the  public  seem  to  be  tiring 
of  the  scheme,  does  business  fall  off  on 
the  nights  games  are  not  played,  the 
amount  of  money  given  away  each  year 
on  cash  giveaways,  etc. 


Florida's  High  Court  Ends 
Bank  Night  in  the  State 

Tampa — “We  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
far-reaching  effect  of  this  opinion  on  the 
theatre  business  in  Florida,”  said  the  state 
supreme  court  last  week  in  outlawing  Bank 
Night  and  similar  cash  drawings. 

That  the  effect  was  immediate  is  seen 
in  the  wholesale  closing  of  cash  awards,  at 
state  theatres,  led  by  the  50-odd  houses 
using  the  promotion  plan  under  the  Bank 
Night  name.  Few  houses  in  the  state  were 
playing  any  kind  of  cash  award  stimulant 
plan. 

Bank  Night  has  been  operated  by  the- 
atres in  Florida  for  more  than  four  years. 
It  has  been  claimed  in  the  smaller  com- 
munities the  cash  night  took  care  of  much 
of  the  week’s  overhead.  Exhibitors  have 
pointed  out  that  in  the  larger  cities  of 
Florida  it  brought  some  5,000  to  10,000 
people  to  the  downtown  section  and  busi- 
ness houses,  restaurants,  drug  stores,  taxis, 
bus  service  and  others  profited. 

In  cities  where  Bank  Night  was  started 
with  $500  and  $100  added  each  week,  when 
a winner  was  not  present,  the  payoff  in 
cash  awards  over  the  fom’  to  five-year 
period  was  around  $200  weekly. 


Indiana  Legislators  Would 
Allow  Specific  Presentations 

Indianapolis — A concession  to  Bingo  and 
recognition  of  its  entrenchment  in  public 
favor  is  manifested  by  the  current  legis- 
lature, whose  members  at  present  are  seek- 


ing not  to  outlaw  the  game  itself,  but  to 
so  amend  the  law  dealing  with  gambling 
as  to  facilitate  the  conviction  of  gamblers 
and  others  who  conduct  the  games  for 
private  profit,  and  exempt  clubs  and  or- 
ganizations operating  the  games  for  their 
members  as  a social  pastime  or  as  a means 
of  raising  money  for  worthy  causes. 


Bank  Night  Has  Adverse 
Ruling  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — A test  case  instituted  to  dis- 
prove allegations  of  the  district  attorney 
that  Bank  Night  violated  anti-lottery  laws 
of  Massachusetts  went  adversely  for  the 
game  interests  at  an  early  hearing  in  Mid- 
dleboro  district  court.  Further  litigation 
will  be  carried  on  during  the  February 
session  of  superior  court. 


Seeks  Injunction  to 
Stop  Bank  Night 

Lacrosse,  Wis. — An  injimction  that 
would  halt  Bank  Night  is  sought  by  the 
state  attorney  general’s  office  here  against 
the  Lacrosse  Theatres  Co.  An  early  pre- 
liminary hearing  is  scheduled. 


Bingo  Legalization  Bill 
In  Connecticut  Hopper 

Hartford — A bill  to  legalize  Bingo  opera- 
tions for  educational,  civic,  charitable  and 
religious  groups,  filed  in  the  Connecticut 
legislature  has  led  to  expressions  by  sev- 
eral exhibitors  here  that  Bank  Night  co- 
operation with  operators  might  well  result 
in  obtaining  legalization  of  the  game  for 
theatres  as  well,  should  the  present  bill 
be  passed. 


"Bigger  and  Better" 

Milwaukee  Games 

Milwaukee — The  reaction  to  a move  in- 
stigated by  independents  to  voluntarily 
halt  cash  games  and  giveaways  that  proved 
abortive  when  Warner-Saxe  chain  refused 
to  participate,  was  a plan  to  offer  bigger 
giveaways  than  ever,  in  connection  with 
Bingo  and  similar  games  to  combat  church 
and  lodge  Bingo  competition. 


Bingo  on  Decline 
In  Montreal 

Montreal  — Discontinuance  by  several 
clergymen  of  Bingo  in  their  parishes  may 
be  a cue  to  further  action  in  that  direc- 
tion. Police,  while  classing  the  game  “il- 
legal” have  nonetheless  been  tolerating  it. 

"Hunchback"  Rights 
Acquired  by  RKO 

New  York — RKO  has  acquired  the  rights 
to  ‘“The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame”  and 
plans  are  being  made  to  produce  it  on 
a scale  commensurate  with  “Gunga  Din.” 
Universal  made  the  picture  several  years 
ago  and  then  sold  the  rights  to  M-G-M, 
which,  in  turn,  closed  a deal  with  RKO. 
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They  Meet  in  Hollywood — 

Gradwell  L.  Sears  exchanging  greetings  with  Spyros  Skouras  in  Hollywood. 
The  former  went  west  on  product  conferences  at  the  Warner  studio.  Spyros 
is  m California  for  a two-day  convention  of  National  Theatres. 


RKO  Reorganization  Consent 
Deadline  Now  February  10 


New  York — With  the  observation  that 
it  is  desirable  after  five  years  of  litigation 
"to  make  haste  slowly”  at  this  stage  in 
order  to  forestall  a possible  reversal  on 
technicalities  by  the  appellate  division  in 
case  of  an  appeal,  Judge  William  O.  Bondy, 
over  objections  by  counsel  for  proponents 
of  the  RKO  reorganization  plan,  set  Febru- 
ary 10  as  the  deadline  in  which  all  con- 
sents to  the  plan  must  be  in. 

At  the  short  hearing  Thursday,  John  S. 
Stover,  counsel  for  the  Stirn  interests  of 
Milwaukee,  asked  the  original  date  of 
February  4 be  extended  to  February  14 
after  Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  counsel  for  the 
Atlas  group,  proponents  of  the  plan,  sought 
to  put  it  over  to  February  7.  Stover  made 
it  clear  he  wanted  the  additional  time  to 
take  up  certain  “matters”  before  Judge 
Bondy  confirms  the  plan.  Rickaby  held 
that  Stover  had  sufficient  time  up  to 
February  7.  Both  sides  compromised  with 
February  10. 

After  the  court  session  it  was  brought 
out  that,  even  should  Judge  Bondy  con- 
firm the  amended  plan  at  that  time,  its 
proponents  would  not  be  in  a position  to 
put  it  in  force  at  once.  There  must  be  an 
allowance  of  time  in  case  an  appeal  should 
be  filed,  and  should  this  eventuate,  which 
observers  believe  will,  a long  delay  might 
occur  if  permission  to  appeal  is  granted. 


Daylight  Saving  Measure 
Proposed  in  New  York 

Albany — A bill  has  been  introduced  here 
by  Assemblyman  E.  F.  Moran  that  would 
empower  governing  boards  of  cities  and 
villages  to  advance  standard  time  by  one 
hour  during  summer  months.  The  meas- 
m’e  would  affect  exhibitors  in  at  least 
18  cities  and  many  villages  where  standard 
time  is  the  rule  during  the  summer  and 
where  daylight  saving  time  is  viewed  as 
affecting  business. 


Admissions  in  1938  Dip 
Million  Below  1937 

Washdjgton  — Exhibitor  admissions  in 
1938  failed  by  more  than  a million  dol- 
lars to  equal  the  total  for  1937,  it  is  in- 
dicated by  the  December  report  of  the 
bureau  of  internal  revenue. 

With  December  admission  tax  collec- 
tions totaling  $2,020,377,  compared  with 
$1,985,128  in  November  and  $2,290,027  in 
December,  1937,  collections  for  the  year 
were  shown  by  preliminary  figures  to 
have  been  but  $19,661,337,  compared  with 
$20,974,031  for  1937. 

The  1938  recession  reversed  the  upward 
trend  of  business  which  had  prevailed  for 
several  years  previous.  Whereas  collec- 
tions in  every  month  of  1937  had  been 
materially  ahead  of  those  of  the  corres- 
ponding period  in  1936,  in  only  two  months 
of  1938 — February  and  March — were  last 
year’s  monthly  revenues  ahead  of  those 
of  1937,  the  downward  trend  being  par- 
ticularly marked  in  the  last  six  months 
of  1938,  when  $1,139,443  of  the  year’s  to- 
tal loss  of  $1,312,694  was  recorded.  The 
heaviest  loss  was  in  October,  when  col- 
lections ran  $370,000  under  those  of  the 
corresponding  month  in  1937. 


Union  and  Deluxe  Lab 
Deier  Negotiations 

New  York — After  a brief  session  early 
this  week,  further  negotiations  on  a new 
contract  between  DeLuxe  Laboratories  and 
Local  702  have  been  put  off  imtil  after 
the  executive  board  meeting  of  the  lATSE 
in  Miami. 


Fire  Demolishes  Brookneal 

Richmond,  Va. — The  Brookneal  Theatre, 
at  Brookneal,  Va.,  of  cinder  block  con- 
struction, was  destroyed  by  fire  Sunday, 
January  22,  entailing  a loss  of  $10,000. 


Radio  Competition 
Again  Is  Topic 

New  York — Exhibitor  leaders  are  pri- 
vately discussing  means  of  combating 
“ruinous”  competition  said  to  be  created 
anew  with  three  solid  hours  of  Sunday 
evening  radio  shows  contributed  almost 
entirely  by  talent  from  major  studios. 

One  theatre  operator,  whose  neighbor- 
hood house  grossed  $151  from  opening  to 
closing  last  Sunday,  a normal  two-hour 
take,  attributes  the  drop  to  the  fact  that 
the  cream  of  Hollywood  talent  “gangs  up” 
on  successive  Sunday  evening  air  pro- 
grams to  offer  such  an  enticing  evening’s 
entertainment  that  three  “A”  features 
would  be  necessary  to  equalize,  even  nu- 
merically, the  quantity  of  star  power,  let 
alone  the  quality. 

This  view  is  held  by  other  prominent 
exhibitors,  who  viciously  criticize  the 
“moral”  attitude  of  producers  in  not  only 
countenancing,  but  encouraging  such  “ob- 
vious” competition  on  Sunday,  the  one 
day  held  to  be  exhibitors’  “white  hope 
for  a break.” 

The  factor  that  seems  to  have  engen- 
dered this  renewed  attitude  toward  the 
producers  is  the  entrance  of  the  Screen 
Guild  show  on  the  Sunday  night  net- 
works. 'The  program  has  unlimited  draw- 
ing power  on  the  services  of  virtually 
every  front-ranking  Hollywood  personality, 
from  performers,  to  directors,  to  techni- 
cians and  writers.  The  sponsors.  Good 
Gulf,  has  just  renewed  the  show  for  13 
weeks,  commencing  February  19. 

Dining  room  discussions  have  led  to  a 
plan  of  attack,  but  this  is  regarded  even 
by  its  sponsors  as  being  remote  unless 
consolidated  action  is  taken  by  all  ex- 
hibitors who  are  looking  for  relief.  The 
plan  embraces  an  ultimatum  to  producers 
to  insist,  via  proper  contract  clauses,  that 
not  more  than  a stipulated  minimum  of 
stars  be  permitted  to  appear  on  any  given 
number  of  air  shows  on  the  same  evening. 

Illness  Halts  Shearer's 
Washington  Journey 

Hollywood  — Due  to  illness,  Norma 
Shearer  will  not  be  able  to  attend  the 
President’s  birthday  ball  in  Washington, 
January  30.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  had  asked 
that  the  star  appear. 

Although  it  was  planned  to  send  Lewis 
Stone,  Mickey  Rooney,  Cecilia  Parker  of 
the  Hardy  family  as  representing  a typical 
American  family,  the  idea  was  dropped. 
The  troupe  is  now  working  on  “The  Har- 
dys Ride  High”  and  cannot  interrupt  pro- 
duction. However,  Eleanor  Powell,  star 
of  “Honolulu,”  will  attend  the  ball. 

Val  Paul  Joins  Small 
As  Production  Head 

Hollywood — Val  Paul,  formerly  Uni- 
versal studio  manager,  has  joined  Edward 
Small  as  production  manager.  His  first 
duties  are  taking  charge  of  production 
plans  for  “The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 
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Television  Threat 
Soon  "Reality" 

Washington — Exhibitors  of  the  nation 
may  as  well  face  the  fact  that  television 
competition  will  soon  be  a reality. 

Pair  warning  to  that  effect  was  given  by 
Philo  T.  Farnsworth,  vice-president  of 
Farnsworth  Television,  Inc.,  when  he  ap- 
peared before  the  temporary  national  eco- 
nomic committee  during  hearings  on  pat- 
ent monopoly. 

Inventor  of  a television  method  at  the 
age  of  13,  high  executive  of  his  own  com- 
pany in  his  early  thirties,  Farnsworth  told 
the  committee  that  television  definitely 
will  be  laimched  this  year. 

Transmitting  apparatus  has  been  per- 
fected; receiving  sets  have  been  designed 
and  will  soon  be  put  into  production,  to 
sell  at  as  low  as  $125,  he  revealed.  Both 
outdoor  and  studio  scenes  can  be  broadcast 
■with  a definition  and  steadiness  equal  to 
that  of  the  motion  picture,  he  said. 

The  federal  communications,  commission, 
which  thus  far  has  limited  all  television 
licenses  to  experimental  permits,  will  be 
asked  to  adopt  a permament  policy  with 
respect  to  television  and  issue  commercial 
licenses  ■within  the  next  few  months. 

Advertisers  are  ready  to  try  out  the  new 
medium,  it  has  been  revealed.  First  spon- 
sors of  picture  shows  probably  will  be 
cigarette  companies;  the  automobile  in- 
dustry is  studying  the  possibilities  of  giv- 
ing visual  demonstrations  of  new  cars, 
and  other  manufacturers  are  alert  to  the 
advantages,  of  the  new  sight-sound-and- 
motion  advertising. 

The  television  interests  have  been  canny, 
Farnsworth  disclosed  to  the  committee. 
Despite  all  the  ballyhoo,  they  have  held 
back  actual  introduction  until  they  had 
developed  equipment,  both  transmitting 
and  receiving,  which  would  stand  up  imder 
public  test. 

Now,  he  said,  they  feel  they  have  some- 
thing to  offer.  While  there  are  several 
types  of  transmission  methods,  being  used 
in  the  search  for  the  perfect  system,  the 
receiving  sets  which  will  be  offered  will  be 
able  to  pick  up  practically  all  of  them 
and  the  seeing  public  will  in  no  way  be 
discommoded  by  such  changes  as  may  be 
made  in  transmission  as  a result  of  actual 
experience. 

There  is  no  patent  problem  in  th’s 
branch  of  radio,  Farnsworth  said  further. 
While  the  set  manufacturers  ■will  have  to 
use  the  patents  of  at  least  three  com- 
panies which  have  basic  claims  in  tele- 
vision, licenses  are  being  issued  freely  and 
there  has  been  no  attempt  to  monopolize 
or  control  the  industry  or  to  fix  prices. 

Margolies  Rejoins  UA 
Succeeding  Washer 

New  York — Albert  Margolies  rejoins 
UA  as  publicity  manager,  succeeding  Ben 
Washer,  who  has  taken  over  publicity  as- 
signments on  the  George  Abbott  shows. 
Margolies  last  was  with  GB  and  prior  to 
that  held  the  post  Washer  has  vacated. 


Anti-Trust  Expansion  One 
Of  Staff,  Not  Powers 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Department  of  justice  of- 
ficials deny  that  expansion  of  the  anti- 
trust division,  proposed  by  Assistant  At- 
torney General  Thurman  Arnold,  will  en- 
able the  government  to  use  the  enforce- 
ment agency  to  procure  reorganization  of 
the  business  methods  of  large  industries 
and  eliminate  the  necessity  for  new  anti- 
monopoly  legislation. 

Expansion  of  the  division  would  come 
through  the  employment  of  some  120  ad- 
ditional attorneys,  for  whom  funds  have 
been  asked  of  Congress,  and  the  opening 
of  field  offices  throughout  the  country 
to  relieve  the  Washington  staff  of  some 
of  the  burden  now  imposed  upon  it. 

In  some  quarters,  this  expansion  was 
seen  as.  enabling  Arnold  to  use  the  consent 
decree  method  of  forcing  changes  in  busi- 
ness practices,  and  thus  attain  the  ob- 
jectives aimed  at  by  the  administration  in 
the  current  monopoly  investigation.  Basis 
fcr  this  belief  is  the  successful  use  of  that 
method  in  the  past  in  the  oil,  automobile, 
motion  picture  and  other  industries. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  argued,  the 
industries  which  he  has  so  far  attacked 
have  been  particularly  vulnerable.  They 
have  proposed  consent  decrees  as  a prefer- 
able alternative  to  standing  trial,  a dem- 
onstration, it  is  said,  that  the  practices 
attacked  could  not  stand  against  court 
action. 

But  not  all  industries  are  in  that  posi- 
tion, nor  are  those  industries  in  the  same 
position  with  respect  to  other  matters 
which  the  department  might  challenge, 
and  the  highly  paid  and  equally  highly 
skilled  lawyers  which  the  large  corpora- 
tions employ  are  not  seen  as  giving  ground 


on  any  issue  they  think  they  can  success- 
fully defend. 

In  other  words,  where  it  is  felt  the  prac- 
tices involved  can  be  proved  to  be  in  vio- 
lation of  law,  industry  will  retreat  as 
gracefully  as  possible  and  accept  a consent 
decree  with  thanks. 

But,  say  the  officials,  many  of  the  prac- 
tices which  the  department  would  like 
to  see  eliminated  cannot  be  reached  under 
the  laws  as  now  written,  and  the  corpo- 
ration lawyers  are  fully  aware  of  the  fact. 
No  pressure  from  the  government  will 
make  them  abandon  those  policies,  and  the 
only  way  to  reach  them  will  be  first  to 
amend  the  law,  they  contend. 

It  is  a boast  of  the  department  that  it 
has  a high  batting  average  on  its  prose- 
cutions. To  maintain  that  record  it  brings 
cases  only  when  it  is  confident  it  can 
secure  a verdict.  To  do  this,  it  concen- 
trates upon  the  weak  spots  of  industry. 
That  is  why  only  a few  industries  figure 
in  the  news  of  department  of  justice  pros- 
ecutions— no  one  has  ever  contended  that 
the  morals  and  ethics  of  other  industries 
are  purer,  it  is  simply  that  the  govern- 
ment is  not  sure  it  can  prove  they  are  not. 

UA  Theatres  Directors 
Slate  an  Election 

New  York — Directors  of  UA  Theatres 
are  scheduled  to  meet  this  week  or  next 
to  reelect  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  president, 
and  other  officers,  in  addition  to  declar- 
ing a preferred  dividend  of  $1.25,  payable 
March  15  to  stockholders  of  record,  March 
1.  The  last  dividend  was  paid  December 
15  to  record  holders  of  December  1. 

Absence  from  the  city  of  a majority  of 
directors  has  held  up  the  regular  meeting. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Washington,  New  York  and  Home — 

Allied  adherents,  who  came  to  New  York  following  the  hoard  meeting  in 
Washington  and  here  caught  as  they  left  for  their  respective  cities.  The 
group,  left  to  right:  Jack  Kirsch,  pi'esident.  Allied  of  Illinois;  Ed  Brunell, 
Chicago  exhibitor  and  Allied  subscriber ; Al  Steffes,  president.  Allied  of  the 
Northwest,  and  Bennie  Berger,  Bemidji,  Minn.,  theatre  operator. 


BOXOFFICE  ;;  January  28,  1939  E 


31 


Central  American 
Revenue  Mounts 

New  York — United  Artists’  revenue  in 
Central  America,  as  well  as  that  of  all  dis- 
tributors, has  increased  perceptibly  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  according  to  Paul 
Wir,  UA’s  general  manager  in  that  terri- 
tory, with  headquarters  in  Cristobal.  Wir 
is  here  for  home  office  conferences. 

He  ascribes  the  business  upbeat  in  the 
11  countries  he  supervises  to  a concerted 
effort  on  the  part  of  all  local  distributor 
managers  to  imbue  Latin  exhibitors  with 
a better  understanding  of  American 
showmanship  and  advertising  methods, 
the  maintenance  of  admission  price  levels 
and  means  for  getting  “fuller”  playing  time 
on  better  grade  pictures. 

Largest  revenue  from  the  Central  Ameri- 
can region  comes  from  Venezuela,  which 
has  87  theatres.  Next  important  is  Guate- 
mala. Panama  and  Trinidad.  There  is  a 
growing  tendency  to  dual  pictures.  Wir 
says,  but  distributors,  if  only  for  selfish 
reasons,  try  their  best  to  hold  this  prac- 
tice down.  A natural  gambling  instinct 
among  the  natives  has  been  responsible 
for  the  introduction  of  games  in  theatres, 
with  prizes  usually  in  the  form  of  bottled 
goods.  However,  there  is  a decided  in- 
crease in  revenue  to  distributors  on  game 
night,  Wir  notes. 

The  demand  for  Spanish-language  pic- 
tures is  increasing,  he  adds,  although  Hol- 
lywood product  is  the  predominant  favo- 
rite. German  and  French  pictures  also 
seem  to  be  gaining  a foothold,  but  these 
seldom  get  beyond  the  first  runs;  natives 
in  the  interior  not  being  able  to  compre- 
hend the  alien  tongues,  and  a decided 
minority  even  able  to  read  Spanish  titles. 
Although  it  is  not  expected  that  the  total 
will  be  completed,  Argentina  has  an- 
nounced production  of  60  Spanish  langu- 
age pictures,  and  Mexico  40,  for  1939. 
Dubbed  pictures  are  definitely  “taboo,” 
Wir  observes. 


"Ballerina"  Rights  to  Michaels 

Buffalo — Dewey  Michaels,  operator  of 
the  Mercury  here,  has  acquired  exclusive 
upstate  New  York  distributing  rights  for 
“Ballerina.” 


Challenges  Jurisdiction 
In  a British  Action 

New  York — Paramoimt — the  parent 
company — has  no  theatre  business  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  and  therefore  is  not  with- 
in jurisdiction  of  the  English  courts,  the 
company  declares  in  its  suit  seeking  to 
restrain  Ben  Blumenthal  from  prosecuting 
an  action  instituted  in  London. 

Blumenthal’s  suit,  brought  in  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  alleges  Paramount  breached  an 
agreement  whereby  he  was  to  act  exclu- 
sively as  agent  in  the  proposed  sale  of  a 
group  of  houses  controlled  by  a sub- 
sidiary. The  summons  was  issued  by  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  King’s  Bench  Di- 
vision, and  subsequently  served  on  Austin 
C.  Keough,  Paramount  vice-president  and 
general  counsel. 

The  gist  of  Paramount’s  argument,  in 
its  counter-suit  for  a temporary  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  Blumenthal  from  prose- 
cuting his  action  in  England,  is  that  all 
negotiations  leading  to  the  proposed  trans- 
action were  held  in  New  York  and  “any 
cause  of  action,  therefore,  arose  here.” 

Paramount  states  it  is  willing  to  accept 
service  if  the  action  is  instituted  in  New 
York,  as  the  company  would  suffer  “ir- 
reparable Injury”  if  required  to  engage 
counsel  in  England. 

American  Film  Exports 
Show  Sharp  Decline 

New  York — World  exports  of  American 
films  during  1938  show  a 13,000,000  feet 
decrease  in  positive  and  negative  over  the 
previous  year,  a drop  of  6.1  per  cent,  with 
a corresponding  decrease  in  declared 
value  of  $278,047.  The  statistics  come 
from  a compilation  made  by  Nathan  D. 
Golden,  chief  of  the  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  the  bureau  of  foreign  and  domestic 
commerce  of  the  department  of  commerce. 

'The  United  Kingdom,  during  1938,  re- 
placed Argentina  as  America’s  largest  con- 
sumer of  film,  both  sound  and  silent.  The 
balance  of  the  ten  leading  markets  for 
American  product,  in  their  order,  were 
Argentina,  Brazil,  Mexico,  British  West 
Indies,  France,  Panama,  South  Africa, 
Canada  and  Cuba. 

Exports  of  all  types  of  equipment,  with 
the  exception  of  sub-standard  gauge  pro- 
jectors, also  show  a decrease  of  from 
(Continued  on  page  34-B) 


German]]  and  Italy 
Hold  Spanish  Mart 

New  York — The  industry  in  Insurgent 
Spain  has  been  taken  over  by  Germans 
and  Italians  “and  today  Italian  Fascist 
and  German  Nazi  films  have  largely  dis- 
placed American  products,”  states  the 
Spanish  Information  Bureau.  “Much  of 
the  production  work  of  the  Spanish  film 
company  Cifesa  (Compania  Industrial  Film 
Espanol  Sociedad  Anonima)  is  now  done 
in  Italian  and  German  studios  where  pro- 
Fascist  films  are  produced  for  distribu- 
tion in  Rebel  Spain  and  South  America. 
The  company’s  studios  in  Berlin  are  His- 
pano-Film  Production  Johann  W.  Ther. 
Cifesa’s  latest  advertisements  armounce  20 
films:  six  Spanish,  three  German  and  11 
Italian.” 

'Tire  treaty  providing  for  “cultural”  ex- 
change between  Germany  and  Insurgent 
Spain,  as  made  known  in  Berlin  recent- 
ly, occasions  no  surprise  in  informed  for- 
eign film  quarters  here.  According  to  the 
Associated  Press,  the  treaty  embraces  a 
general  system  of  trading  music,  radio 
programs  and  films  while  a mutual  ban 
is  to  be  placed  on  “emigrant  literature” 
and  all  works  considered  “harmful  to 
either  country.” 

Refugee  Art  Competition 
Deadline  Is  Extended 

New  York — ^With  tickets  for  the  com- 
petition in  art  paintings  collected  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Art  Fund  for  German 
Refugees  now'  available  in  more  than  200 
branches  of  major  and  independent  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  and  due 
to  the  heavy  demand  for  tickets,  the  or- 
ganization’s committee  has  voted  to  extend 
the  time  limit  from  February  12  to 
March  12. 

Under  the  new  arrangement  tickets  will 
now  be  sold  until  March  1,  with  all  money 
due  in  New  York  not  later  than  March 
10.  The  award  will  be  made,  at  a place 
selected  later,  on  March  15. 

McConville  Optimistic 
Over  Chances  Abroad 

New  York — Joseph  A.  McConville,  Co- 
lumbia’s foreign  manager,  after  looking  at 
the  map  hanging  in  his  sub-office,  pre- 
dicts “business  abroad  for  1939  should  be 
good,  barring  unforeseen  economic  devel- 
opments.” 

Despite  the  trouble  spots  on  the  globe, 
McConville  is  reasonably  optimistic  over 
Columbia’s  foreign  business  for  the  future. 

In  keeping  with  developments,  1939  will 
also  be  an  intensive  one  for  Columbia’s 
foreign  chief.  He  is  planning  to  visit  every 
important  market  this  year.  McConville 
goes  to  the  coast  shortly  and  will  divulge 
his  itinerary  when  he  returns. 


First  Foreign  Film 

New  York — 'The  booking  of  “Ballerina” 
at  Skouras’  Merrick,  2,600-seat  house  in 
Jamaica,  L.  I.,  February  5,  is  the  first  in- 
stance in  the  theatre’s  history  of  a for- 
eign film  engagement. 


Ponder  Their  German  Policy 

New  York — Further  interference  in  Berlin  with  distribution  of  American  product 
throws  on  the  table  once  more  the  problem  of  staying  in  or  getting  out  of  Germany. 

The  issue  confronts  20th  Century-Fox,  M-G-M  and  Paramount  which  continue 
active  in  that  country  and  may  be  determined,  in  one  of  these  three  directions  at 
least,  by  decision  to  call  it  a day. 

In  reporting  the  latest  German  constriction,  the  Associated  Press  states; 

“Incessant  agitation  against  the  Third  Reich  in  the  United  States,  which  among 
other  things,  has  hampered  the  showing  of  the  Olympics  film,  otherwise  received 
throughout  the  world  with  the  greatest  acclaim  and  which  forced  Hollywood  film 
artists  to  sign  an  inflammatory  declaration  against  Germany,  has  brought  an  un- 
derstandable reaction  in  the  film  industry  in  Germany. 

“It  is  pointed  out  that  the  American  film  industry  stands  under  predominating 
Jewish  influence,  and  it  may  be  stated  that  the  number  of  American  films  in 
Germany  has  declined." 

For  the  first  time  in  years,  the  A.  P.  continued,  none  of  the  first  run  theatres 
in  Berlin  is  showing  an  American  film. 
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INSTANT 

ACCEPTANCE 


NEVER  before  have  new  negative  materials 
been  as  enthusiastically  received ...  as  quickly 
put  to  use ...  as  Eastman’s  three  latest  motion 
picture  films.  Fast,  fine-grained  Plus-X^  for 
general  studio  work . . . high-speed  Super-XX^ 
for  all  difficult  exposures  . . . ultra-fine-grained 
Background~X^  for  backgrounds  and  all-round 
exterior  work . . . Typically  Eastman  in  uniform- 
ity and  photographic  quality,  these  films  have 
won  instant  acceptance  in  the  industry.  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc., 
Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN  Plus-X... 
Super-XX ...  Bachground-X 
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QHARLES  C.  PETTIJOHN  slipped  under 
the  weather  during  his  Washington 
sojourn,  thus  delaying  his  return  to  the 
Hays  office  by  a few 
days  ...  Ed  Thor- 
gersen,  sports  an- 
nouncer for  Movie- 
tcne  News,  will  be  a 
featured  stage  at- 
traction at  the  Roxy 
with  the  new  show 
. . . Edward  Everett 
Horton  and  Otto 
Kruger  were  among 
the  incoming  pas- 
sengers on  the  Man- 
c.  c.  rKTTijoiiN  hattan  . . . Virginia 
Phillips,  Grad  Sears’  secretary,  saw  her 
first  fight  the  other  night.  Between  the 
similarity  in  color  and  names  of  both 
fighters,  she  claims  it  was  all  a mirage 
. . . Rutgers  Neilson  ran  a very  bad  sec- 
ond to  la  grippe — by  a week  in  bed  . . . 
Dave  Perry  of  the  Philadelphia  Perrys  was 
a UA  home  office  visitor. 


Abe  Montague,  Columbia  sales  manager, 
made  one  of  his  rare  appearances  at  a 
short  subject  screening  the  other  day.  Also 
present  was  Moe  Howard,  orie  of  the  Three 
Stooges,  who  came  too  late  to  see  his  latest 
comedy  . . . Sonja  Henie  is  spending  a few 
days  in  Miami  and  then  boards  the  French 
liner  Normandie  at  Nassau  for  a South 
American  cruise  . . . Ginger  Rogers  is  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  . . . Kate  Cameron, 
Daily  News  critic,  making  her  Thursday 
morning  stop  for  coffee  in  the  RKO 
restaurant  before  catching  the  film  at  the 
Music  Hall. 

J.  A.  Groves,  managing  director  in  the 
Far  East,  came  out  first  in  the  Paramount 
foreign  sales  drive,  which  just  ended  after 
three  months.  Benito  Delvillar  of  Chile 
scored  second  and  Jack  Rappaport  of 
Cuba  scampered  in  third  . . . Edward  H. 
Griffith,  who  recently  completed  direction 
of  “Cafe  Society’’  is  in  town  on  a three- 
week  vacation  . . . Artie  Shaw  and  his 
orchestra  will  make  a short  for  Paramount 
at  Eastern  Service  Studio.  Leslie  Roush 
will  direct  . . . Rufe  Davis,  hillbilly  dialec- 
tician, has  cut  short  personal  appearances 
in  the  south  to  report  at  Paramount’s 
coast  studios  for  “Some  Like  It  Hot”  . . . 
Carl  Leserman  has  been  sunning  himself 
on  Miami  shores  and  is  due  back  on  the 
local  scene  shortly. 

Charles  Reagan  has  received  a gold  card 
from  United  Air  Lines  for  traveling  more 
than  100,000  air  miles  . . . Bill  White  of 
the  Skouras  Circuit  has  eschewed  cigars 
from  his  daily  diet  as  a result  of  a sore 
throat  . . . Charlie  Moses  intends  to  leave 
for  Miami  shores  the  end  of  next  mo-nth 
. . . Local  film  salesmen  are  mourning 
the  death  of  Charles  Kenneth,  former 
Rathe  film  salesman  . . . John  Boles  and 
Patricia  Ellis  will  appear  at  the  Paramount 
when  “St.  Louis  Blues”  occupies  the  screen 
. . . Jack  Ellis  is  lining  up  talent  for  the 
induction  of  M.  P.  Associates’  -new  officers 
Friday  at  the  Astor  . . . Eleanor  Powell 


is  in  Washington  for  the  President’s  Ball 
. . . Andrea  Leeds,  who  is  on  Samuel 
Goldwyn’s  roster,  is  another  Hollywood 
personality  attending  the  Washington  fes- 
tivities Monday  night. 

Sol  Teitel,  former  film  salesman,  now 
has  his  own  cigar  business  in  the  Film 
Center  area  . . . Claire  Trevor,  who  appears 
in  Walter  Wanger’s  “Stagecoach,”  was 
guest  star  on  Radie  Harris’  air  program 
the  other  evening  . . . Changes  in  the 
Ross  Federal  managerial  setup:  H.  F. 
Henderson  is  now  assistant  manager  at 
Chicago,  C.  W.  Graves  is  managing  at 
Denver,  J.  C.  Page  has  taken  over  the  helm 
at  St.  Louis.  Page  formerly  was  in  Den- 
ver . . . Gordon  Ellis,  now  on  the  coast, 
will  leave  from  there  for  his  headquarters 
in  Sydney,  Australia. 

Don’t  be  surprised  one  of  these  days, 
when  visiting  the  Loew  home  office,  to 


Jules  Levy  was  in  Pittsburgh  during  the 
week  . . . Walter  Branson  and  Harry  Git- 
tleson  were  Albany 
visitors  on  their 
tour  of  the  east  in 
connection  with  the 
George  J.  Schaefer 
drive  . . . John  Bar- 
rymore and  his 
wife,  Elaine  Barrie, 
were  topnotchers  on 
the  Kate  Smith  ra- 
dio hour  the  other 
evening  . . . Ralph 
Bellamy  and  the 
missus  are  in  town 
for  a few  days  before  trekking  to  Wash- 
ington for  the  President’s  Ball  on  Mon- 
day . . . Hal  Hode  is  at  it  again.  His 
latest  lecture  was  on  “Business  Follows 
Hollywood”  at  the  Women’s  Club  at  Scars- 
dale  . . . Edward  G.  Robinson  has  gone 
back  to  the  coast  to  begin  work  on  “Con- 
fessions of  a Nazi  Spy.” 


hear  someone  say  “The  pig  is  doing  a 
kosher  business.”  The  reference  is  to 
“Pygmalion”  at  the  Astor  . . . Marvin 
Schenck  and  C.  C.  Moskowitz  continue  to 
beautify  their  offices  with  flowers  . . . 
Jack  Schlaifer  is  visiting  the  UA  branches 
under  his  supervision  . . . Harry  Gold  is 
expecting  to  make  a tour  of  a couple  of 
his  eastern  branches  any  day  7iow  . . . 
Adolph  Zukor  broadcast  over  short  wave 
radio  from  the  Scottish  National  station 
in  Edinburgh  Thursday  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  from  Radio  Athlone,  Ireland  . . . 
David  Mendoza,  musical  director  for  War- 
ners eastern  studios,  was  guest  conductor 
at  the  N.  Y.  Civic  Symphony  concert  Sun- 
day . . . Ralph  Clark,  Waryier  managing 
director  in  Australia,  is  07i  the  coast  and 
leaves  soo7i  for  the  east  and  coriferences 
with  Sam  E.  Morris. 

At  Mrs.  Astor’s  lunchroom:  Harold  B. 
Franklin,  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  Harry 
Brandt,  Jack  Barnstyn,  Martin  Beck,  Leo 
Justin,  Louis  F.  Blumenthal  . . . Leonard 
Goldstein  is  in  town  again  from  the  coast 


and,  as  usual,  is  being  confused  with  his 
twin.  Bob  . . . Leonard,  Jack  Levin,  Joe 
Stein  and  Arthur  Gottlieb,  dining  at  the 
Tavern,  and  then  off  to  a Yiddish  show, 
deep  on  the  East  Side  . . . Gene  Picker 
and  the  missus,  plus  friends  at  Ruby  Foo’s 
East  Side  . . . Jack  Hoff  berg  and  Budd 
Rogers,  a dinner  twosome  . . . Bob  Gold- 
stein, by  the  way,  is  out  of  the  Medical 
Center  where  a couple  of  days  of  rest 
quieted  his  nerves. 

Sam  Eckman,  Loew’s  managing  director 
for  the  United  Kingdom,  will  sail  for  the 
U7iited  States  on  January  28  . . . Arthur  M. 
Loew  a7id  Ludwig  Lawrence  leave  Monday 
on  a 7notor  trip  to  the  coast  . . . On  the 
Monarch  of  Bermuda  for  a week’s  cruise 
to  the  isla7id  resort  is  Bill  Zimmerman  of 
Loew’s  foreign  title  department  . . . Dave 
Blum  is  going  in  for  raising  chickens  in 
a serious  way.  He  has  just  hired  a pro- 
duction man,  a graduate  of  the  Penn  State 
“ag”  school,  to  supervise  the  chickens 
ivhich  now  number  about  150.  It’s  becom- 
i7ig  an  expensive  hobby,  says  Dave  . . . 
Stariley  W.  Hand,  Altec  staff  representa- 
tive, is  back  after  a swing  through  the 
south  a7id  middle  west  . . . Pierpont  Mor- 
gan Hamilton,  Dufaycolor  president,  spent 
the  weekend  in  Washington. 

Budd  Rodgers’  son,  Richard,  was  Bar 
Mitzvahed  Saturday  at  West  End  Syna- 
gogue, and  on  the  following  day,  from 
3 to  6 p.  m.,  the  Rodgers  held  open  house 
in  celebration  ...  Ad  Schulberg  sailed 
Saturday  on  the  Champlain  to  confer  with 
Danielle  Darrieux,  who  is  due  to  return  to 
the  Universal  lot  soon  . . . Sam  Bischoff, 
Warner  producer,  and  the  missus  returned 
from  a European  vacation  Thursday  on 
the  Champlain  and  after  a few  days  in 
town  headed  for  the  coast  . . . Arthur  W. 
Kelly  is  due  back  soon  from  England  . . . 
Emanuel  Silverstone  knows  how  to  get 
around  Hollywood,  Los  Angeles  and  Bev- 


Ray  Johnston  is  due  back  from  the 
coast  about  March  1.  Leon  Fromkess  is 
slated  to  return  in 
two  weeks.  Lloyd  L. 

Lind  has  been  named 
assistant  to  George 
W.  Weeks  in  the 
same  office.  Ben 
Agren,  formerly  with 
Columbia,  is  new 
comptroller  at  Mono- 
gram now  . . . A1 
Sherman  is  finished 
with  farming.  He 
tried  living  in  Mont- 
clair for  an  experi-  johnston 

ment,  but  has  given  it  up  in  favor  of 
Greenwich  Village — “you  ought  to  see  the 
dropped  floor”  . . . Zeb  Epstein,  metro- 
politan manager  for  Warner  theatres,  is 
being  “clipped”  by  his  bootblack.  Seems 
the  bootblack  has  hiked  the  price  for 
cleaning  Zeb’s  bats  from  50  to  65  cents 
. . . John  J.  O’Connor  and  Fred  Meyers 
were  on  an  inspection  tour  of  RKO  the- 
atres all  through  the  week. 
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The  Zulus,  Too — 

One  of  a folio  of  photographs  which 
accompanied  Christmas  greetings  sent 
airmail  from  South  Africa  by  Ben  Y. 
Cammack,  assistant  foreign  general 
manager  of  RKO.  The  message  read, 
“The  Zulus  of  darkest  Africa  join  with 
me  in  the  season’s  greetings.” 


erly  Hills  better  than  some  of  the  taxi 
drivers  . . . Alexander  Korda’s  return  trip 
from  the  coast  wasn’t  as  smooth  as  he 
would  have  it.  He  said  he  didn’t  get  any 
sleep  because  of  the  altitude  the  pilot  was 
forced  to  make  to  clear  some  spotty  ter- 
ritories . . . Jack  Walton  is  now  manag- 
ing the  Tavern  . . . Edward  Everett  Hor- 
ton and  Otto  Kbruger  are  back  from  trips 
abroad. 

Arnold  Ber^istein,  son  of  David,  is  back 
from  Hollywood,  Fla.,  and  in  a new  job. 
Formerly  with  Loewis  legal  staff,  Arnold 
has  joined  Julian  T.  Abeles,  copyright 
lawyer  . . . Johnny  Murphy  returns  Mon- 
day from  a vacation  at  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
and  Hollywood.  He  spent  most  of  his  time 
in  Arizona  and  decided  to  visit  the  last  few 
days  of  his  three- week  vacation  at  the 
M-G-M  studios  . . . Milt  Kusell  planed 
to  Philadelphia  and  Washington  during 
the  week,  detailing  to  sales  forces  ait  those 
exchanges  information  revealed  at  the  St. 
Louis  mid-winter  palavers  a few  weeks 
ago  . . . Bert  Lytell  is  the  proud  possessor 
of  a finely  cropped  mustache  . . . Clay- 
ton Bond,  making  a visit  to  the  Loew 
home  office  on  a cold  wintry  day,  was 
asked  why  he  wasn’t  in  Miami.  Replied 
Bond,  frozenly,  “This  is  my  busy  season” 
. . . Lester  Krieger  doesn’t  like  the  frigid 
weather  of  these  past  few  days.  But  who 
does? 

Joe  Seider  left  Friday  for  the  coast  en 
route  to  Honolulu  . . . Sam  Rinzler  is  on 
the  same  train  and  they  sail  on  the  same 
boat  from  Los  Angeles  . . . William  J. 
Heineman,  Universal  western  sales  mana- 
ger, is  the  father  of  a sixth  child.  He 
has  been  christened  John  Joseph  and  soon 
will  be  home  from  Mary  Immaculate  Hos- 
pital in  Jamaica  to  join  his  four  sisters 
and  brother.  Heineman,  who  is  usually 
good  at  allocations,  missed  out  by  seven 


ounces.  He  had  expected  an  eight-pound 
youngster  and  got  an  additional  seven 
ounces  . . . Harry  Browning,  publicity  and 
advertising  head  for  M&P  in  Boston,  was 
a Paramount  home  office  visitor  early  in 
the  week.  Hal  Danson  had  him  in  tow 
one  day  and  Carl  Krueger  the  second  day 
. . . Lelia  Hyams  is  in  town  . . . Bob  Kane 
and  Francis  L.  Harley  and  Ben  Miggins 
returned  from  the  coast  over  the  week- 
end, en  route  to  England. 

Ye  demon  editor,  Roger  Ferri,  who  is 
vacationing  in  Miami,  flew  in  the  other 
Thursday  to  put  the  Dynamo,  20th-Fox 
house  organ,  to  bed,  and  returned  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  the  Orange  State  by  plane 
. . . In  addition  to  an  infected  eye,  Walter 
J.  Hutchinson  had  quite  a session  with 
the  grippe  ...  A cold  kept  Rutgers  Neil- 
sen  home  for  over  a week  . . . The  Sam 
Bischoffs  returned  on  the  Champlain  from 
a European  holiday  . . . Fred  Ullman  jr. 
stopped  over  in  Minneapolis  to  supervise 
the  shooting  of  a mnter  sports  reel  and 
then  continued  to  the  coast  where  he  re- 
mains for  another  week  . . . Vyvyan  Don- 
ner  feels  her  next  short  will  be  a shoo-in 
with  the  exhibitors.  It’s  all  about  new 
styles  in  women’s  shoes. 

Irving  Greenfield  of  Loew’s  legal  staff 
returns  from  Miami  Beach  Monday  . . . 
Bill  Barnett  of  Massce  & Co.  is  back  from  a 
16-day  cruise  to  Haiti  . . . Fred  Jack, 
Warner  southern  district  manager,  and 
Rud  Lohrenz,  midwestern  district  mana- 
ger, were  home  office  visitors  for  confer- 
ences with  Ben  Kalmenson  . . . Leon 
Schlesinger,  who  made  the  Astor  his  head- 
quarters during  his  vacation  in  town,  has 
gone  back  to  Hollywood.  He  stopped  over 
in  Chicago  for  a few  days. 

Lou  Metzger,  who  -never  looked  better, 
is  here  from  Los  Angeles  on  his  annual 
holiday.  He  now  operates  nine  houses  in 
southern  California  with  the  Spreckels, 
San  Diego,  as  his  flagship  . . . Sam  Dem- 
bow's  Florida  plans  are  getting  closer. 
Any  minute  now  . . . Jack  Kriendler  of  “21” 
is  at  the  B-Bar-H  Ranch  near  Palm 
Springs  for  a couple  of  weeks  of  hoss  rid- 
ing and  yip-yipping . That  sets  Si  Seadler 
athinking  . . . Grad  Sears  thinks  he  can 
finish  production  palavers  at  the  Warner 
studio  in  about  ten  days.  He  has  now 
been  there  six  . . . George  Stevens,  who 
directed  “Gunga  Din,”  stayed  over  for  its 
Music  Hall  opening  . . . Bruce  Cabot  is 
here  on  a short  vacation  from  the  coast 
where  he  has  just  finished  a lead  in 
“Dodge  City.” 

John  Hay  Whitney  spent  the  week- 
end at  the  home  of  his  mother  in 
Georgia.  He  leaves  for  the  coast  in  a few 
days  to  settle  the  Selznick  situation  with 
UA  . . . Outwinchelling  Walter  again:  The 
Lou  Pollocks  (he’s  Universal’s  eastern  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  manager)  are  ex- 
pecting an  addition  in  July  . . . J.  H. 
Seidelman,  Universal’s  foreign  manager,  is 
due  in  from  the  coast  today  . . . Dave 
Levy,  M-G-M  New  Jersey  branch  manager, 
left  Friday  for  Miami,  and  Moe  Kurtz, 
20th-Fox  New  Jersey  salesman,  has  re- 
turned from  the  winter  resort  with  a swell 
tan  that  has  exhibitors  wishing  they  were 
film  salesmen  . . . 20th-Fox’s  continental 
manager,  Ben  Miggins  and  Francis  L. 
Harley,  manager  for  the  United  Kingdom, 


return  next  weekend  from  the  coast  and 
sail  for  Europe  on  the  10th. 

Margie  Leczer,  William  F.  Rodgers’ 
secretary,  her  husband,  daughter  and 
mother,  drove  to  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
where  they  opened  their  winter  home  . . . 
If  you  like  the  tobacco  Hal  Horne  smokes 
you  can  get  it  at  Dunhill’s  by  asking  for 
the  Hal  Horne  mixture  . . . Manny  Silver- 
stone,  Al  Margolies  and  Myer  Beck  talk- 
ing things  over  over  a Lindy  luncheon 
table  . . . Ditto  Joe  Burstyn  and  Dave 
Brill  . . . Roy  and  Mrs.  Disney  are  here 
from  the  coast,  via  New  Orleans  . . . Wal- 
ter J.  Hutchinson  is  back  on  the  job  after 
an  attack  of  influenza  coupled  vnth  an  eye 
infection. 

Allan  Cummings,  head  of  M-G-M’s 
branch  operations,  passed  another  mile- 
stone— “my  92nd,  but  don’t  tell  anyone’’ 
— with  the  “boys”  celebrating  the  occasion 
with  a luncheon  at  Pirolle’s.  Among  the 
21  present:  Edwin  Wallace  Aaron,  Jack 
Bezahler,  Salem  Applegate,  Charles  Dee- 
sen,  Irving  Helfant,  Irving  Hirsch,  Marion 
Simons,  Jacques  Van  Stratton  and  Harry 
Miller  . . . Edward  C.  Raftery  arrived 
Saturday  from  the  coast  and  the  UA  stock- 
holders’ meeting.  Maurice  and  Mrs.  Sil- 
verstone  are  scheduled  to  get  in  Monday 
. . . Sonja  Henie,  Katharine  Hepburn,  John 
and  Elaine  Barrymore,  Adolphe  Menjou 
and  Gloria  Swanson  among  the  ringsiders 
at  the  Louis-Lewis  one-rounder  . . . Allie 
Robertson  has  joined  the  Pathe  News  pub- 
licity staff. 

Mike  Rosenberg  is  due  from  the  coast 
Tuesday  and  will  sail  February  4 on  the 
Normandie  for  a 26-day  cruise  to  South 
America  . . . Harold  Robb  and  Ed  Rowley, 
who  have  been  prowling  around  town  the 
last  week  or  so,  also  sail  on  the  French 
liner  ...  If  Bill  Powers  returns  from  the 
National  Theatres’  meetings  in  Los  Angeles 
on  time  he  will  be  among  the  cruising  pas- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Sun-Followers — 

Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  Allied  of 
New  York  State,  and  Mrs.  Cohen  as 
they  left  New  York,  snow  and  low 
temperatures  behind  them  for  a vaca- 
tion in  Honolulu. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
sengers  . . . Lou  B.  Metzger,  ivho  has  taken 
off  considerable  weight  since  his  last  visit 
here  five  years  ago,  returns  to  the  coast 
via  the  Washington,  which  sails  February 
11  . . . Alec  Moss  is  back  from  a vacation 
in  Miami  . . . Joe  Unger,  Charles  Reagan 
and  Milt  Kusell  made  a Paramount  three- 
some at  the  Astor  Hunting  Room,  Thurs- 
day afternoon  . . . Barney  Pitkin,  RKO 
branch  manager  in  New  Haven,  was  a 
home  office  visitor  the  other  day  . . . Tom 
Waller’s  wife  is  recuperating  from  a major 
operation  at  Le  Roy  Hospital  and  is  ex- 
pected to  be  discharged  by  the  end  of  the 
week. 

Louis  Fi'isch  returns  from  Miami  Feb- 
ruary 4 . . . Bill  Jaffe  spent  the  weekend 
at  the  Chateau  Frontenac  in  Quebec,  which 
is  one  of  the  highlights  of  any  Canadian 
visit  . . . Moe  Silver,  Dick  Foran  lunched 
with  Joe  Bernhard  the  other  day  at  Lady 
Astor’s  Hunting  Room  . . . John  Hammell 
of  Ernst  Lubitsch’s  staff  is  visiting  around 
town  . . . Ted  O’Shea  plans  to  hit  Miami 
shores  about  the  middle  of  next  month 
. . . Errol  Flynn  is  spending  a two-week 
vacation  here  . . . Rube  Jackter  has  gone 
to  Miami  . . . Ginger  Rogers  is  in  town 
and  Lee  Tracy  is  en  route  to  Hollywood 
. . . Walter  Branson  is  on  his  first  tour 
of  RKO  branches  in  connection  with  the 
George  J.  Schaefer  drive.  Harry  Gittle- 
son  is  with  him.  E.  L.  McEvoy,  eastern 
and  Canadian  division  head,  accompanied 
Branson  to  New  England  and  upstate  New 
York. 

Eddie  Rugoff  plans  on  leaving  for  Miami 
in  a few  weeks  when  his  partner,  Herman 
Becker,  returns  from  that  winter  resort 
. . . George  Dembow  and  Eddie  Zabel 
changed  their  plans  around  and  left  Tues- 
day for  Denver  and  from  there  went  on 
to  the  coast  for  National  Theatres’  partner 
meetings  on  a new  National  Screen  deal 
. . . Louise  Platt,  who  appears  in  “Stage- 
coach,” made  an  appearajice  at  the  UA 
publicity  office  under  tow  of  an  over- 
impressed press  agent.  “Eve  been  on  a 
diet  for  weeks,  and  I can’t  seem  to  gain 
weight,”  opined  Miss  Platt  . . . With  the 
temperature  hovering  at  10  above,  Budd 
Rogers  gleefully  recalled  his  boyhood  days 
in  Dorchester,  Mass.,  where  his  chief  oc- 
cupation was  stoking  the  furnace  every 
morning  at  6 a.  m. 

Barney  Balaban  has  joined  the  Miami 
Beach  colony  . . . Ditto  Eddie  Saunders, 
Metro’s  western  sales  manager,  and  Mrs. 
S.  . . . Ditto  Sam  Erode  of  Music  Hall 
publicity  . . . Ditto  Ruth  Weisberg  of 
Warner  publicity  . . . Ditto  Rube  Jackter 
. . . Ditto  Bob  Lynch,  M-G-M’s  Phila- 
delphia district  manager  . . . Two  Hearts 
That  Beat  as  One:  Barret  McCormick  and 
Lorna  Lynn,  who  happens  to  be  the  five- 
year-old  darling  under  contract  to  RKO 
. . . Otto  C.  Doering  jr.,  of  counsel  to  the 
RKO  trustee,  got  up  from  a sick  bed  to 
attend  the  hearing  in  Federal  court, 
Thursday  . . . Lillian  Da  Costa,  A1  Wilkie’s 
secretary,  is  home  and  improving  from  a 
siege  of  influenza  that  took  her  to  Wick- 
ersham  Hospital. 

Robert  Kane  changed  his  mind  about 
sailing  on  the  Champlain  and  went  to 


Elorida  instead  from  the  coast  . . . Buck- 
ing the  wind  on  Broadway,  Lynn  Farnol 
and  Bill  Boehnel,  World-Telly  critic.  Far- 
nol incidentally  looking  very  natty  in  a 
black  Homburg  and  camel  hair  coat  . . . 
Also  cutting  quite  a sartorial  figure:  Al 
Adams  attired  in  derby  and  double-breast- 
ed chesterfield  . . . Republic  district  man- 
agers in  town  for  the  sales  parley  include 
Grover  Parsons,  San  Francisco;  Max  Roth. 
Chicago;  Harry  LaVine,  Philadelphia,  and 
Heck  Everett,  Charlotte  . . . Regular  early 
morning  coffee  drinkers  in  the  RKO  Gate- 
way restaurant  are  the  Misses  Schwerin, 
White  and  Gibson,  all  of  Monogram. 

Sells  House,  Quits 
Monopoly  Action 

Philadelphia — David  Shapiro  has  sold 
his  Admiral  Theatre  here  for  an  unan- 
nounced price  and  dropped  his  projected 
suit  against  Warner  Bros,  and  local  major 
exchanges  because  of  alleged  monopolistic 
practices. 

The  purchaser  is  Fred  Gladdeck,  son- 
in-law  of  Robert  Lynch,  manager  of  the 
local  M-G-M  exchange. 

Shapiro  would  not  comment  on  the 
transaction.  He  still  operates  the  New 
Penn  here. 


AFRA  Strike  Situation 
Brings  SAG  Leaders 

New  York — Kenneth  Thomson,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Screen  Actors’  Guild, 
and  Lawrence  Bielenson,  SAG  attorney, 
are  due  in  from  the  coast  today.  Serious- 
ness of  the  strike  situation  involving  the 
American  Federation  of  Radio  Artists  is 
one  of  the  problems  the  two  guild  execu- 
tives will  be  on  hand  to  tackle. 

The  strike  action  of  AFRA  has  the 
united  support  of  the  Associated  Actors 
and  Artistes  of  America.  As  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  4 A’s,  Thomson  will  play  a 
leading  role  in  the  executive  sessions 
scheduled  for  this  week. 

The  eastern  chapter  has  signed  modi- 
fication agreements  with  the  following 
producers:  Mentone,  Fred  Waller  and 
Castle  Films. 


Decision  Is  Reserved  on 
A "Whirlpool”  License 

Albany — The  court  of  appeals  has  re- 
served decision  on  a license  for  the  con- 
troversial film  “Remous,”  also  known  as 
“Whirlpool,”  following  a 90-minute  un- 
reeling of  the  Burstyn-Mayer  production. 

A license  was  given  to  a censored  ver- 
sion of  “Remous”  on  November  20;  re- 
titled “Whirlpool”  and  re-presented  to  the 
censor  board  for  approval,  the  film  was 
banned  on  the  ground  that  portions  of 
the  picture  originally  deleted  had  been 
reinserted. 

Unsuccessful  appeals  were  made  by  Ar- 
thur Garfield  Hays,  attorney  for  the  film’s 
owners,  to  the  commissioner  of  education, 
Frank  P.  Graves,  and  to  the  board  of  re- 
gents. 


^^ARNER’S  Ritz,  through  Manager 
Robert  Rosenthal,  played  host  to  100 
carrier  salesmen  of  the  Times-Union  at 
a showing  of  “Dawn  Patrol”  . . . The 
Ministerial  Ass’n  of  Troy  endorsed  the 
exhibition  of  March  of  Time’s  “Refugee 
— Today  and  Tomorrow”  after  represen- 
tatives who  saw  a preview  highly  com- 
mended the  picture.  Endorsement  pre- 
ceded the  showing  at  the  Troy  . . . The 
Capitol,  owned  by  William  W.  Farley  and 
located  a block  and  a half  from  the  heart 
of  Albany’s  downtown  business  district,  is 
now  being  used  as  a sports  arena  and 
roller  skating  rink  . . . Abraham  Stone, 
owner  of  the  Eagle  and  one  of  the  local 
Allied  leaders,  has  been  elected  treasurer 
of  the  South  End  Merchants  Ass’n.  He 
operates  a store  in  that  section  . . . Andy 
Roy,  manager  of  the  Strand,  is  chairman 
of  the  entertainment  committee  of  the 
Albany  Kiwanis  Club. 

Louis  R.  Golding,  division  manager  of 
Eabian  theatres,  Mrs.  Golding  and  son, 
David,  have  been  at  the  Barclay  Hotel, 
Miami  Beach,  following  a Caribbean 
cruise.  A local  paper  carried  a photo  of 
the  three,  Lou  looking  like  what  the  well- 
dressed  man  should  wear  in  sunny  Florida. 
. . . Harry  Hellmaii,  oivner  of  the  Royal 
and  Paramount  theatres,  and  Mrs.  Hell- 
man,  also  have  been  vacationmg  at  Miami 
Beach.  M.  N.  Grassgreen,  district  man- 
ager for  20th  Century-Fox,  and  wife  head- 
ed for  the  same  spot. 

“A  Christmas  Carol,”  voted  the  best  pic- 
ture of  December  in  the  poll  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  was  the  finest  that 
came  out  of  Hollywood  during  1938,  ac- 
cording to  C.  R.  Rosenberry,  critic  of  the 
Albany  Knickerbocker  News,  who  gave 
the  Metro  feature  this  rating  in  his  list 
of  the  12  best  films  of  the  year. 


American  Film  Exports 
Show  Sharp  Decline 

(Continued  from  page  32) 

$449,142  in  1937,  to  $382,729  in  1938.  How- 
ever, there  is  an  increase  in  exports  of 
about  4,000  sub-standard  gauge  projectors 
of  16mm  or  less  during  1938  as  compared 
with  1937,  when  the  figure  stood  at  21,327. 

Recording  sound  equipment,  according 
to  the  report,  was  exported  in  the  amount 
of  $283,139  for  1938,  as  compared  with 
$1,745,322  in  1937.  Sound  reproducing 
equipment  valued  at  $1,340,438  were  ex- 
ported during  1938  as  compared  with 
$535,639  during  1937.  Exports  of  both 
types  of  sound  equipment  dropped  from 
$2,280,961  in  1937  to  $1,623,577  in  1938, 
the  report  concludes. 

Brandt  Brothers  Delay 
Plans  lor  Vaudeville 

New  York — Vaudeville  plans  of  the 
Brandt  Brothers  have  been  delayed  until 
March  7,  according  to  Harry  Brandt.  In- 
stead of  the  policy  opening  at  the  Wind- 
sor, Bronx,  the  Stadium,  Brooklyn,  is  now 
set  as  the  inaugural  house. 
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■yiNE  STREETERS  were  shocked  to  hear 
of  the  death  of  George  Pelt,  operator  of 
the  Southern  Theatre,  and  a member  of 
the  well-known  Philadelphia  theatre  fam- 
ily ..  . Also  answering  the  final  curtain 
was  Jacob  Friedman  of  the  Franklin  The- 
atre, Allentown  . . . His  friends  are  glad 
to  hear  that  Simon  Libros,  prexy  of  the 
National  Penn  Printing  Co.,  is  recuperat- 
ing from  his  illness  at  Atlantic  City  . . . 
Sam  Stiefel  has  postponed  his  trip  south 
because  of  bronchitis. 

Mel  Koff,  the  heart-wrecker  of  Darby 
and  Vine  Street,  said  “I  do”  to  pretty 
Hanna  Resnick  at  the  Beth  Sholom  Syyia- 
gogue  on  Sunday  ...  In  case  you’re  in- 
terested: It’s  “Happy  Birthday”  in  Febru- 
ary for  RKO’s  Frank  McNamee  on  the 
3rd;  Attorney  Morris  Wexler  on  the  6th; 
Grand  National’s  Harry  Brown  on  the 
nth;  Republic’s  Harry  A.  LaVine  on  the 
16th;  Warner  Bros.’  Leonard  Schlesinger 
on  the  23rd;  Warner  Bros.’  Ted  Schlanger 
on  the  24:th,  and  Monogram’s  Lillian  Mc- 
Laughlin on  the  21th. 

Max  Michaelson  is  the  new  owner  of 
the  Douglass  Theatre  . . . Lewen  Pizor’s 
Ace  Theatre  is  party  to  an  interesting 
test  case  to  find  out  whether  it’s  com- 
pulsory for  patrons  to  stand  up  during 
the  showing  and  playing  of  the  patriotic 
trailer,  “The  Star-Spangled  Banner”  . . . 
Lew  Krouse,  the  lATSE  biggie,  is  Miami 
bound  . . . Employes  of  five  theatres  voted 
this  week  in  a poll  conducted  by  the  state 
labor  board  to  determine  their  collective 
bargaining  agent.  The  houses  involved  are 
the  New  Douglass,  the  Joy,  the  New 
Jewel,  the  Reo  and  employes  of  the  Stamco 
Amusement  Co.  Petitioner  in  each  case 
was  Local  No.  B-lOO,  lATSE. 

Frank  Jelenko  has  joined  the  Metro 
sales  staff  . . . Dave  Molliver  has  moved 
his  office  to  the  Preferred  exchange  . . . 
Dot  Beresin  has  joined  the  exodus  south 
. . . Ben  Cantor  was  taken  for  Floyd  Gib- 
bons on  the  night  he  wore  an  eye-patch 
due  to  an  infectioji. 

Funeral  Services  Held 
For  Merritt  Hulburd 

Ambler,  Pa. — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  for  Merritt  Hulburd,  former  associ- 
ate editor  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post 
and  later  identified  with  Paramount  and 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  who  succumbed  to  a 
heart  attack  after  a protracted  illness. 
He  was  35.  Hulburd  had  been  signed  by 
David  O.  Selznick  as  associate  producer, 
a berth  he  held  while  with  Goldwyn,  but 
illness  prevented  him  from  leaving  his 
home  here  to  take  up  his  new  duties  in 
Hollywood. 

Grainger,  District  Heads 
Talk  1939-40  Program 

New  York — James  R.  Grainger,  prior  to 
his  departure  for  Canada,  completed  a 
three-day  home  office  palaver  with  Re- 
public’s district  managers  on  plans  and 
ideas  for  the  company’s  1939-40  program. 
No  decisions  were  made. 

Moe  J.  Siegel,  head  of  production,  was 
here  from  Hollywood  and  in  attendance. 


Loew  Theatres  Picketed 
In  Photo  Union  Fight 

New  York — All  Loew  theatres  in  the 
metropolitan  area  are  being  picketed  by 
members  of  Local  415  of  the  United  Photo- 
graphic Employes  Union,  a CIO  affiliate. 

The  action  results  from  an  alleged 
breach  of  contract  by  Apeda  studio  which 
supplies  the  stills  to  the  Loew  houses. 

Workers  of  Apeda  are  equally  divided 
into  two  unions,  an  AFL  group  and  the 
CIO  unit.  Local  415  maintains  that,  when 
their  contract  expired  January  20,  the 
company  refused  to  grant  them  another. 
Instead,  it  is  charged,  Apeda  prefers  to 
deal  with  the  AFL  union  which  Local  415 
members  claim  is  a “company  union.” 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


BOY  TROUBLE  (Para) — Reuniting  Charlie 
Ruggles  and  Mary  Boland  in  a type  of 
homespun  humor-laden  vehicle  which 
made  them  an  erstwhile  popular  comedy 
team,  this  is  wholesome  entertainment  at 
its  best.  Should  score  solidly  and  recreate 
a demand  for  repeat  co-starring  this  duo. 
William  Wright  produced.  George  Archain- 
baud  directed. 

FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (RKO)— Featuring 
more  story  and  less  song  than  his  former 
pictures,  this  Bobby  Breen  starrer  is  whole- 
some entertainment  for  the  family  trade. 
Master  Breen,  more  matured  and  restrained, 
will  win  new  fans.  Leo  Carrillo,  Henry  Ar- 
metta,  and  Slicker  the  seal,  support.  Sol 
Lesser  produced.  Bernard  Vorhaus  directed. 

HONOLULU  (M-G-M) — Sparkling  comedy,  the 
rhythmic  feet  of  Eleanor  Powell,  a generous 
sprinkling  of  catchy  music  and  impressive 
production  numbers  combine  to  make  one 
of  the  season's  most  brilliant  screen  of- 
ferings whose  financial  success  in  all  spots 
seem  certain.  Robert  Young  and  Gracie 
Allen  contribute  the  most  laughs  and  best 
performances.  Jack  Cummings  produced. 
Edward  Buzzell  directed. 

WOMAN  DOCTOR  (Rep) — Tear-jerker  on  the 
career  vs.  happiness  formula.  Tiresome  in 
story,  monotonously  unfolded.  Strenuous 
efforts  of  Henry  Wilcoxon  and  Frieda 
Inescort,  heading  cast,  make  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  raise  to  average  program  level. 
Sol  Siegel  produced.  Sidney  Salko  directed. 

WOMEN  IN  THE  WIND  (WB)— Selecting  the 
annual  women's  air  derby  as  the  theme, 
this  blows  in  a winner  for  mass  appeal 
through  dint  of  action,  flying  thrills,  photog- 
raphy and  suspense,  despite  an  unre- 
strained story.  Mark  Hellinger  produced, 
John  Farrow  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


WAgllHIIIIIlWCTOM 

gTILL  it  is  the  President’s  Birthday  Ball 

that  has  the  show  business  of  the  vil- 
lage on  its  ear.  And  many  are  the  plaudits 
being  passed  out  to  Entertainment  Chair- 
man Nelson  B.  Bell,  the  Post’s  drama  edi- 
tor, for  he  has  managed  to  assemble  the 
biggest  all-star  cast  yet — Luise  Rainer, 
Eleanor  Powell,  Annabella,  Andrea  Leeds, 
Jean  Parker,  Lily  Damita,  Errol  Flynn, 
George  Brent,  Jean  Hersholt  and  probably 
a few  others  . . . Warner  Bros,  played  host 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  a raft 
of  Navy  officials  at  a screening  of  “Wings 
of  the  Navy,”  with  George  Brent  the  guest 
of  honor. 

Loew’s  Capitol  last  week  celebrated 
“Maryland  Night,”  with  Maryland  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  house  and  other 
distinguished  citizens  of  the  state  on  hand 
to  look  at  “Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  laid 
in  Maryland  of  the  1850’s  . . . Capitol 
Theatre  has  on  display,  in  conjunction 
with  “Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  models  of 
old  and  new  B&O  locomotives,  loaned  by 
the  B&O  Railroad  . . . Ray  Bell  promoted 
a contest  in  the  Daily  News  in  conjunction 
with  the  same  picture,  aivarding  two  free 
trips  to  New  York  for  the  best  reviews 
of  the  film.  Even  had  the  contest  launched 
by  the  News  critic  devoting  the  column 
lead  to  contest  details. 

William  Rodgers,  M-G-M’s  sales  head, 
was  a Washington  visitor,  principally  to 
address  the  Allied  States  convention  . . . 
Also  passing  through  were  Warners’  Grad- 
well  Sears  and  Tyree  Dillard,  M-G-M  le- 
galite  . . . Warner  Bros.’  Sheridan  The- 
atre, neighborhood  house,  marked  its  sec- 
ond anniversary  last  week,  especially  deco- 
rated, with  a birthday  cake  in  the  lobby 
. . . Mrs.  Carter  Barron  is  on  the  road  to 
recovery  from  the  serious  illness  which 
sent  her  to  the  hospital. 

Warner  Bros.  Honor  Roll  this  month 
lists  Joint  Ramey  of  the  Strand  Theatre 
for  his  campaigns  on  “Sons  of  the  Legion” 
with  the  Mills  Brothers’  personal  appear- 
ance. 

Paramount  Executives 
Pay  Dublin  a Visit 

Dublin— Adolph  Zukor,  John  W.  Hicks 
jr.,  David  Rose  and  M.  Henderson,  Para- 
mount executives,  visited  here  Saturday 
and  will  spend  Sunday  and  Monday  in 
Liverpool,  Tuesday  in  Manchester  and  then 
return  to  London. 

Production  has  temporarily  been  held 
up  by  Paramount  in  England.  The  first 
picture,  “French  Without  Tears,”  has  been 
delayed  and  no  decision  reached  on  the 
star  to  be  brought  from  Hollywood  for  the 
leading  role. 


Mintz  Gets  New  England 
Bights  to  "Illusion" 

Boston — Distribution  rights  for  New 
England  on  “Grand  Illusion”  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Robert  Mintz,  who  operates 
Imperial  Pictures  here  and  in  New  Ha- 
ven. The  film  has  set  a new  aU-time 
attendance  record  at  the  Pine  Arts  here, 
where  it  has  entered  its  third  week. 
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^HE  new  $660,000  Warner  Theatre  here 

will  open  February  8,  A.  J.  Vanni,  zone 
manager  of  Philadelphia,  announces.  At 
the  opening  ceremonies  wiU  be  Gov.  Rich- 
ard C.  McMullen,  Mayor  Walter  W.  Bacon 
and  Joseph  Bernhard,  New  York,  general 
manager  of  WB  Theatres.  Lewis  S.  Black, 
present  manager  of  the  Aldine,  will  man- 
age the  1,800-seat  house. 

Eight  local  theatre  managers  tendered 
a farewell  party  to  Benjamin  Shindler, 
manager-owner  of  the  Ace  Theatre,  inde- 
pendent neighborhood  house,  before  his 
departure  Sunday  for  a winter  vacation 
in  Florida  and  Mexico.  The  stag  was  given 
in  the  Hotel  Darling  by  Leans  S.  Black, 
Aldine;  Edgar  J.  Doob,  Loew’s;  Sidney 
Munter,  Arcadia;  Earl  G.  Finney,  Savoy; 
Richard  Kirsh,  Queen;  Wallace  Harding, 
Grand;  Ben  Seligman,  Strand,  and  A.  J. 
Belair,  Rialto.  Shindler  and  the  wife  will 
also  visit  the  Mardi  Gras  in  New  Orleans. 
Parke  Weaver  is  managing  the  Ace  during 
Shindler’s  absence. 

Mrs.  Bettina  Gunczy  of  the  National 
Board  of  Review,  New  York,  addressing 
the  Wilmington  Council,  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  an  informed  public  opinion  on 
motion  pictures,  instead  of  censorship. 
Mrs.  George  F.  Cox,  Wilmington,  president, 
represents  the  local  council  at  the  an- 
nual conference  of  the  national  board  in 
New  York  February  2-4. 

Edgar  J.  Doob,  manager  of  Loew’s,  Mrs. 
Doob,  a?id  Assistant  Manager  Boyd  T. 
Sparrow  were  visitors  at  Sam  Gilman’s 
Loew’s  Theatre  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  last 
Sunday.  The  previous  week  they  visited 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Peters  at  Reading, 
Pa.  . . . Joseph  F.  Hess  is  replacing  Joseph 
Cirino  as  assistant  in  Loew’s  executive 
offices  here.  Cirino  is  continuing  as  usher. 


O'Connor  Optimistic  Over 
RKO's  Next  3 Months 

New  York — The  RKO  circuit  looks  for- 
ward to  “very  good”  business  during  Feb- 
ruary, March  and  April  on  the  basis  of 
scheduled  releases,  John  J.  O’Connor, 
head  of  theatre  operations,  declared  upon 
his  return  from  a week’s  inspection  tour. 
Fred  Meyers,  assistant  and  chief  film  buy- 
er, accompanied  O’Connor. 

Although  he  characterized  January  as 
“an  air  pocket  for  ‘A’  pictures,”  O’Connor 
said  circuit  income  was  above  the  1937 
level  for  the  same  month. 

The  two  men  visited  Grand  Rapids,  De- 
troit, Cleveland,  Rochester  and  Syracuse. 
'They  were  met  in  Cleveland  by  Harry 
Mandel,  who  joined  them  for  the  stops 
at  Rochester  and  Syracuse. 


UA  Contracts  for  Second 
Series  of  World  Shorts 

New  York — United  Artists  has  contract- 
ed for  a second  series  of  12  World  Win- 
dow Technicolor  short  subjects,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Count  and  Countess  Friedrich 
Keller.  The  company  is  currently  releas- 
ing the  first  series  of  12  subjects  from 
the  same  producers. 


Aqnew  Labels  Paramount 
Drive  as  "Four-Star" 


New  York — Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales 
manager,  has  named  the  new  Paramount 
13-week  sales  drive  as  “Paramount’s  Four- 
Star  Drive.”  It  begins  February  26  and 
ends  May  27.  Details  are  being  worked 
out. 

Charles  Reagan,  western  division  man- 
ager, left  by  plane  for  Los  Angeles,  Friday, 
for  a three-  to  four-week  visit  to  all  of- 
fices under  his  supervision.  Oscar  Mor- 
gan, southern  division  head,  returns  Mon- 
day from  Miami  and  Atlanta.  Milt 
Kusell,  eastern  district  manager,  last  week 
visited  Philadelphia  and  Washington,  and 
the  week  before  Albany  and  Buffalo.  He 
left  over  the  weekend  for  a Miami  vaca- 
tion. Robert  Gillham,  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising head,  is  scheduled  to  depart  the 
end  of  the  week  for  the  coast  where  he 
expects  to  spend  about  three  months. 

The  company’s  board  has  declared  the 
regular  dividend  on  the  first  and  second 
preferred,  both  payable  April  1 to  stock- 
holders of  record,  March  15.  The  first 
preferred  disbursement  is  $1.50  a share 
and  the  second  preferred  15  cents  a share. 


Harry  Friedman  Pre-Trial 
Examination  Deferred 

New  York — Examination  before  trial  of 
Harry  Friedman  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  head 
of  Orange  County  Theatres,  in  that  com- 
pany’s anti-trust  action  against  major  dis- 
tributors and  rival  circuits,  has  been  ad- 
journed until  next  week. 

Attorneys  for  Paramount  spent  two  days 
in  Newburgh  taking  Friedman’s  deposition 
without  completing  the  task.  Meanwhile, 
Paramount  this  week  sought  permission  to 
examine  other  officers  of  Orange. 

Those  who  journeyed  up  the  river  to 
Newburgh  were  Louis  Phillips  and  Irving 
Cohen  of  Paramount’s  legal  staff,  Joe 
Walsh  of  the  company’s  accounting  de- 
partment and  Will  Newcombe  of  Dwight, 
Harris,  Koegel  and  Cassidy. 

Attorneys  for  Orange  recently  took  depo- 
sitions from  most  of  the  principal  defend- 
ants. 

Albany  Allied  Unit  Talks 
Industry  Practices 

Albany,  N.  Y. — General  industry  prac- 
tices and  abuses  were  discussed  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  Albany  unit  of  Allied  of  New 
York  held  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel  Monday. 
Plans  were  made  for  a luncheon  meeting 
of  the  local  unit  at  1 p.  m.,  February  6. 
At  this  gathering,  a regional  secretary 
and  a three-man  grievance  board  will  be 
selected.  Bills  pending  in  the  legislature 
also  will  come  up  for  discussion.  Mitchell 
Conery  of  Ravena  is  regional  vice-presi- 
dent, having  been  elected  at  Buffalo  last 
fall. 

E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary 
of  New  York,  presided  Monday.  He  will 
have  charge  of  the  organization  meeting 
here.  Kelly  left  Albany  Tuesday  for  Syra- 
cuse. From  there  he  was  to  visit  Buffalo 
and  then  Milwaukee. 


■pHE  mid-winter  convention  of  the  MPTO 

of  Virginia  will  be  held  at  the  Shore- 
ham  Hotel  in  Washington  on  February  6, 
instead  of  at  the  Williard,  as  first  an- 
nounced . . . A1  Nowitsky  is  now  a full 
fledged  air  pilot,  having  gotten  his  pa- 
pers last  week  . . . Bob  Folliard  and  Elbert 
Grover,  branch  manager  and  salesman, 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  were  in  town  help- 
ing start  the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
contest  . . . The  first  half  of  the  Neigh- 
borhood Theatres  Duckpin  League  ended 
last  Monday,  with  the  Byrd  team  out  in 
front  by  two  games  over  the  second  place 
Grand. 

William  Rippard,  manager  of  the  Eaco 
Theatre,  Farmville,  has  returned  from  va- 
cationing in  California  . . . The  students 
of  the  University  of  Richmond  are  work- 
ing on  the  scenario  of  a movie  to  be  taken 
on  the  campus,  showing  various  activities, 
and  having  students  cast  in  all  roles  . . . 
Thomas  Pitts,  manager  of  the  East  End 
Theatre,  has  been  making  tieups  with  the 
East  End  High  School  on  all  historical 
pictures,  writing  letters  to  teachers  and 
having  posters  placed  on  bulletin  boards  in 
the  school  . . . Work  on  the  new  theatre 
in  Tappahannock  has  been  delayed  by 
lack  of  labor  in  that  town  . . . Carrington 
Waddell,  manager  of  two  theatres  in  South 
Boston,  was  in  town  last  week. 

Griffis  on  "Television" 
Before  Review  Board 

New  York — An  address  by  Stanton  Grif- 
fis, chairman  of  the  Paramount  board,  on 
“Television — the  Unknown  Quantity,”  is 
one  of  the  many  topics  listed  on  the 
agenda  of  the  15th  annual  conference  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review  at  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania,  February  2-4. 

Delegates  will  hear  speakers  on  virtually 
every  phase  of  production — scenarios,  re- 
search, casting,  designing,  music,  etc. — as 
well  as  the  relation  of  films  in  communi- 
ties. 

Among  those  who  are  scheduled  to  make 
addresses  are  Dudley  Nichols,  David  Men- 
doza, Iris  Barry,  Dudley  Murphy,  Fran- 
chot  Tone,  Slavko  Vorkapich  and  Allen  B. 
Dumont. 

Court  Reverses  Restraint 
Order  Against  Principal 

New  York — The  appellate  division  of 
N.  Y.  supreme  court  has  reversed  an  order 
whereby  Superior  Talking  Pictures  and 
Stage  and  Screen  Productions  were  grant- 
ed an  injunction  against  Principal  Film 
Exchange.  The  order  also  reversed  ap- 
pointment of  a receiver.  New  trial  will 
be  held  January  30. 

First  Sears  Drive  Lap 
Tops  Previous  Year 

New  York — Reports  for  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  Warner  Sears  drive  indicate  a 
15  per  cent  increase  in  business  over  a 
similar  period  last  year,  according  to  the 
home  office,  which  adds  last  year’s  drive 
was  its  most  successful  in  history. 
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Board  Writers  Row  Gesture  for  Settlement  of 


Hearing  Is  Dated 


lATSE  Jurisdictional  Row 


Another  step  in  the  long-fought  Screen 
Writers  Guild-producers  battle  will  be 
taken  February  13  with  announcement 
that  the  national  labor  relations  board 
has  scheduled  the  opening  of  a hearing 
on  that  date  to  air  the  SWG’s  charges  of 
coercion  and  unfair  labor  practices.  The 
date  was  set  as  the  result  of  a request 
filed  with  NLRB  headquarters  in  Wash- 
ington by  Bernard  L.  Alpert,  special  labor 
board  attorney  sent  here  to  handle  the 
case.  No  examiner  has  been  named  and, 
as  yet,  no  formal  complaints  against  pro- 
ducers have  been  issued. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild-Artists  Man- 
agers Guild  licensing  battle  wiU  revive 
January  30  at  a mass  meeting  scheduled 
by  the  AMG.  Though  no  moves  have  been 
made  in  recent  weeks  by  either  group  .to 
come  to  an  agreement  over  points  involved, 
the  AMG  meeting  is  considered  a possible 
means  of  effecting  a compromise  and  the 
final  step  in  drafting  a franchise  contract. 

Although  no  complaint  in  the  SWG  case 
has  been  forthcoming  as  yet,  Alpert  dis- 
closed that  the  NLRB  in  Washington  had 
notified  the  local  labor  board  that  it  will 
be  issued  direct  from  headquarters. 

SDG  Negotiations  Lag 

Reverting  to  the  dormant  state  are  the 
Screen  Directors  Guild-producer  negotia- 
tions for  a working  agreement,  although 
last  week  SDG  officials  expressed  the  hope 
that  settlement  of  the  dispute  in  a com- 
promise SDG  victory  might  be  reached 
before  the  NLRB  hands  down  a decision 
on  the  recent  hearing. 

The  Screen  Playwrights,  Inc.,  request 
that  its  present  producer  contract  be  re- 
vised so  that  film  wi-iters  may  be  granted 
television  rights  to  screen  material  has 
been  tabled  in  the  absence  of  E.  J.  Man- 
nix,  chairman  of  the  producer  negotiation 
committee,  who  is  in  Palm  Springs  con- 
valescing from  an  illness. 

After  several  months  of  delay,  Stewart 
McKee,  financier  and  head  of  a local 
brewery,  has  been  named  the  third  “dis- 
interested” member  of  the  three-man 
SAG-producer  arbitration  committee. 

Murray  Kinnell  represents  the  Guild  and 
Lou  Anger  the  producers.  Separate  of- 
fices for  the  committee  are  to  be  estab- 
lished. 


Book  by  Birdwell 
Out  Next  Month 

To  be  marketed  next  month.  Publicist 
Russell  Birdwell's  first  literary  effort, 

"I  Ring  Doorbells,"  has  been  tabbed 
one  of  16  forthcoming  “potential  best 
sellers"  by  the  Publishers'  Weekly.  The 
handbook  points  out  that  additional 
sales  strength  will  come  from  the  pub- 
lication of  a popular  song  of  the  same 
name. 

To  Select  Studio 
Labor  Liaison 

Currently  engaged  in  conferences  with 
Pat  Casey,  labor  contact,  concerning  the 
wage-hour  law,  the  possibility  of  applying 
a five-day  week  to  the  industry  and  shap- 
ing plans  for  his  annual  budget  session. 
Will  Hays  was  slated  to  call  a meeting  of 
the  producers’  association  late  this  week 
to  select  a successor  to  Darryl  Zanuck  as 
head  of  the  producers’  labor  liaison  com- 
mittee. The  post  has  been  vacant  for 
several  weeks,  and  Zanuck’s  replacement 
is  one  of  the  primary  chores  confronting 
Hays  during  his  current  stay. 

Hays,  whom  spokesmen  declare  will  re- 
main another  two  to  three  weeks,  took  an 
active  part  in  the  association’s  recent  clash 

second  in  the  past  few  months — with 

Paramount,  this  time  over  scenes  in  “Cafe 
Society,”  the  studio  finally  winning  out 
over  the  Hays  office’s  claim  that  the  dis- 
puted sequence  was  in  violation  of  the 
purity  code. 

Hays  also  accepted  the  resignation  of 
Eugene  O’Neil,  aide  to  Joseph  Breen,  with 
O’Neil  moving  over  to  20th  Century-Fox 
as  assistant  to  Col.  Jason  Joy,  director  of 
public  relations  and  personnel. 

Threat  of  a general  strike  by  studio 
painters,  voiced  some  months  ago  by 
Herbert  Sorrell,  business  manager  of 
Local  644,  is  the  crux  of  conferences 
scheduled  between  Sorrell  and  Pat  Casey, 
Hays  office  labor  contact.  The  local  is 


Departm'e  for  Miami  of  Harold  V. 
Smith,  coast  lATSE  head,  to  attend  a 
conference  of  the  lA  general  executive 
committee,  has  focused  attention  east- 
ward on  the  possible  withdrawal  of  three 
jurisdictional  challenges  against  the  lA 
filed  with  the  national  labor  relations 
board.  Smith  has  been  in  daily  confer- 
ence with  executives  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Technicians  Committee,  the  Studio  Utility 
Employes  and  the  American  Society  of 
Cinematographers  in  efforts  to  mediate 
the  disputes  before  February  14,  date  on 
which  the  NLRB  is  scheduled  to  open 
hearings. 

On  Smith’s  return  here,  expected  some 
time  next  week,  hinges  either  an  amiable 
compromise  of  the  disputes  or  the  launch- 
ing of  lengthy  NLRB  sessions.  Meantime, 
the  NLRB  has  sidetracked  all  other  pic- 
ture-labor disputes,  save  the  Screen  Writ- 
ers Guild  hearing,  until  the  cases  involv- 
ing the  lA  have  been  settled  one  way  or 
another. 

The  ASC  also  has  opened  negotiations 
with  producers  to  renew  its  working  agree- 
ment, despite  its  argument  with  the  lA, 
and  is  demanding  a complete  closed  shop 
for  chief  cameramen,  as  well  as  revision 
in  working  time.  Producers  are  holding 
for  the  right  to  bring  in  head  cameramen 
from  outside  in  certain  specific  instances. 
The  next  meeting  of  committees  for  the 
two  groups  is  scheduled  for  February  5. 

Nearing  the  finish  line  negotiations  be- 
tween producers  and  film  editors,  script 
clerks  and  set  designers  for  revisions  in 
the  working  agreements  now  held  with 
those  groups. 


"Old  Maid"  to  Goulding 

Warner  has  assigned  Edmund  Goulding 
to  direct  “The  Old  Maid,”  the  Zoe  Akins 
play  in  which  Bette  Davis  and  Miriam 
Hopkins  will  be  co-featured.  Henry  Blanke 
produces  and  Casey  Robinson  scripts. 


demanding  a wage  boost  and  overtime  for 
the  “graveyard”  shift.  Their  petition  was 
temporarily  tabled  during  Casey’s  absence 
in  the  east  but  has  been  dusted  off  for 
reconsideration  by  the  producers.  Paint- 
ers, an  AFL  affiliate,  hold  a closed-shop 
agreement  with  all  majors  and  most  inde- 
pendents. 
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Trend  Toward  "Americanism” 
More  Evident  in  Studios 


Current  developments  at  several  studios 
offer  further  proof  that  film  audiences, 
during  the  next  several  months,  will  be 
bombarded  with  a constantly-increasing 
quantity  of  pictures  having  Americanism, 
in  its  various  ramifications,  as  their  motif 
— with  Warner  continuing  to  occupy  front 
position  as  an  exponent  of  patriotic  sub- 
jects for  screen  material. 

Burbank  studio  attaches  confirmed  that 
the  company  had  offered  a “top  price” — 
amount  unknown — for  the  new  George 
Kaufman-Moss  Hart  play,  “The  American 
Way,”  which  just  opened  on  Broadway 
with  Fredric  March  and  Florence  Eldridge 
in  the  leads,  and  that  if  acquired  the 
property  will  be  shaped  as  a vehicle  for 
Paul  Muni.  Tire  story  is  of  a German 
immigrant  who  becomes  an  American 
citizen,  prospers  and  is  ruthlessly  killed 
when  he  violently  opposes  the  spread  of 
Nazi  doctrines  in  this  country. 

With  shooting  to  start  immediately  on 
“Sons  of  Liberty,”  a short  subject  which 
Michael  Curtiz  will  direct  with  Claude 
Rains  in  the  lead,  the  studio  has  an- 
nounced “John  Paul  Jones”  as  an  addition 
to  the  patriotic  historical  series.  James 
Cagney  is  chalked  in  for  the  title  role. 
"Sons  of  Liberty”  is  based  on  the  biography 
of  Hyam  Salomon,  Jewish  patriot  who 
helped  finance  the  American  Revolution. 

In  its  drive  to  form  a committee  of  100 
American  educators,  who  will  choose  ten 
American  historical  subjects  deemed 
worthy  of  picturization,  Warner  has  dis- 
closed Dr.  Robert  A.  Millikan,  physicist  at 
the  California  Institute  of  Technology,  has 
accepted  its  invitation  to  affiliate. 

Other  new  titles  include  “Prelude  to 
Freedom,”  a story  by  John  Huston,  which 
has  been  purchased  for  possible  production 
by  William  Wyler,  currently  directing 
"Wuthering  Heights”  for  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn.  The  Huston  story  deals  with  the 
eight  years  of  Thomas  Jefferson’s  presi- 
dency of  the  United  States.  Republic  has 
set  Alice  Altschuler  on  the  screen  treat- 
ment for  “Guilty  of  Patriotism,”  described 
as  a dramatic  story  with  an  immigrant  as 
the  central  character. 

“The  Mayflower  Compact,”  first  in 
Metro’s  recently-announced  series  of  pa- 
triotic shorts,  gets  under  way  within  a 
few  days,  with  Jacques  Tournet  assigned 
to  direct. 


Laniz  Will  Use  Color 
For  Future  Cartoons 

Veering  away  from  black-and-white, 
Walter  Lantz  will  use  the  Technicolor 
process  in  his  future  cartoons  for  Uni- 
versal release.  First  to  be  made  in  the 
tint  process  is  “A-Haunting  We  Will  Go,” 
which  Bert  Gillette,  who  made  “The  Three 
Little  Pigs”  for  Walt  Disney,  will  direct. 


Auer  on  "Hit  Parade" 

John  H.  Auer  will  produce  and  direct 
“The  Hit  Parade  of  1939”  at  Republic. 
Manny  Seff  goes  on  the  screenplay. 


On  a Day  Off — 

This  smiling  group  of  -nimble  nimrods, 
as  caught  by  the  camera  during  a 
recent  hunting  foray  on  Catalina  Is- 
land,  shows  what  the  motion  picture 
industry  does  on  a day  off.  Left  to 
right:  Paul  Malvern,  producer  of  the 
“Tailspin  Tommy”  series  at  Mono- 
gram; Scenarist  Norton  Parker;  Al 
Greenwood,  Malvern's  assistant,  and 
Eugene  Huntley.  The  party  bagged 
three  mountain  goats  and  a wild  boar. 

Production  Pulse 
Beating  Feeblg 

The  production  pulse  is  beating  feebly, 
with  a sub-par  40  features  in  work  and 
only  seven  nearing  the  starting  line.  Six 
of  the  ten  top  studios  have  no  new  starts 
scheduled. 

Metro  and  Paramount  are  each  filming 
seven.  M-G-M  started,  through  David  O. 
Selznick,  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  while 
the  studio  itself  gunned  “Dr.  Kildare’s 
Mistake.”  Paramount  rolled  "The  Grade 
Allen  Murder  Case”  and  “Some  Like  It 
Hot.” 

Two  went  into  production  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox— “News  Is  Made  at  Night”  and 
Shirley  Temple’s  “Susannah.”  Studio  has 
six  before  the  cameras.  Republic  also 
gunned  a pair,  “Mexicali  Rose,”  with  Gene 
Autry,  and  “Rough  Rider  Patrol,”  a Roy 
Rogers  western,  to  total  four. 

Columbia,  with  four;  Monogi'am,  with 
two;  RKO  Radio,  with  four;  Universal, 
with  five;  Warners,  with  four,  and  United 
Artists,  with  two,  all  drew  blank  weeks  in- 
sofar as  augmented  production  is  con- 
cerned. 


Assign  S.  S.  Simon 

Harry  Rapf  has  assigned  S.  Sylvan  Si- 
mon to  direct  “The  Kid  From  Texas,” 
next  Dennis  O'Keefe  feature  at  M-G-M, 
which  Rapf  produces. 


Telco  to  Produce 
Feahirettes 

As  a means  of  commercially  marketing 
its  newly-developed  Telco-Color,  the 
Telco  Laboratory  has  announced  that 
within  a few  days  articles  of  incorpora- 
tion for  Pictorial  Newsreels,  Inc.,  will  be 
filed  in  Sacramento,  the  new  company  to 
produce  a series  of  featurettes  and  news- 
reel shots,  using  the  new  tint  process. 
Robert  Hoyt,  head  of  Telco,  duplicates  as 
president  of  the  new  company.  Al  Lane 
is  vice-president  and  William  Wise  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Wise  disclosed  temporary  release  deals 
have  been  set  with  Monogram  on  the 
featurettes  and  with  Universal  Newsreel 
on  the  color  clips.  Two  shorts,  “Rancho 
San  Luis  Rey”  and  “Malibu”  are  now  in 
production  with  Lane  supervising. 

Bernarr  Macfadden’s  four-reel  semi- 
commercial, “I’ll  Tell  the  World,”  has 
been  completed  and  Director  Lynn  Shores 
and  Producer  Herbert  Crooker  have  taken 
the  print  to  New  York.  The  film  will  be 
screened  at  the  N.  Y.  World’s  Fair  as  a 
part  of  Macfadden’s  “Liberty  Hall”  ex- 
hibit. It  features  Jed  Prouty,  Frankie 
Albertson  and  the  Mauch  Twins. 


Fine  Arts  Carrying  On 
For  Grand  National 

Grand  National  production,  for  the  time 
being,  is  relegated  to  Franklyn  Warner’s 
Fine  Ai’ts  unit,  which  launches  “Full 
Speed  Ahead,”  with  Maurice  Conn  pro- 
ducing and  James  Rawlins  directing,  this 
week,  to  be  followed  immediately  by  an 
untitled  story  of  the  French  and  Indian 
wars,  which  Elmer  Clifton  will  direct. 

FA  has  completed  “Panama  Cipher,” 
and  Jack  Skirball,  GN  studio  production 
head,  has  “Rhythm  Rides  the  Range,”  in 
the  cutting  room.  GN  has  set  no  definite 
starting  dates  for  “Everything  Happens  to 
Ann,”  farce  comedy  which  Al  Christie 
will  supervise,  or  the  first  Max  Baer  musi- 
cal western  in  a six-picture  series. 

Coronado,  releasing  through  GN,  and 
Dorothy  Page,  its  cowgirl  star  in  three 
pictures,  have  terminated  their  agreement, 
and  Coronado  is  searching  for  a replace- 
ment for  the  remaining  three  films. 


Flynn  and  Hill  Effect 
Sports  Shorts  Plans 

To  produce  a series  of  sport  short  sub- 
jects, dealing  particularly  with  deep-sea 
fishing  and  hunting  with  bow-and-arrow, 
Errol  Flynn  and  Howard  Hill,  world’s 
champion  archer,  have  formed  Flynn-Hill 
Productions,  Inc.  Pictures  will  be  made 
in  color,  with  Flynn  financing,  for  release 
through  Warner,  where  Flynn  is  under 
contract. 

Hill  sails  immediately  on  Flynn’s  yacht, 
the  Sirocco,  for  Cape  San  Lucas,  Lower 
California,  with  a camera  crew  and  equip- 
ment. 
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INSTANT 

ACCEPTANCE 


NEVER  before  have  new  negative  materials 
been  as  enthnsiastically  reeeived ...  as  quiekly 
put  to  use ...  as  Eastman’s  three  latest  motion 
pieture  films.  Fast,  fine-grained  P/ns-X,  for 
general  studio  work  . . . high-speed  Super~XX^ 
for  all  difficult  exposures  . . . ultra-fine-grained 
Background-X^  for  backgrounds  and  all-round 
exterior  work  . . . Typically  Eastman  in  uniform- 
ity and  photographic  quality,  these  films  have 
won  instant  acceptance  in  the  industry.  Eastman 
Kodak  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc., 
Distributors,  Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN  Plus-X . . . 
Super~XX ...  Background-X 
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Plays  ....  Possibilities 


New  York — The  new  Broadway  play 
ventures  and  how  the  critics  appraise 
them : 

”Set  to  Music” 

Number  57.  A revue  in  two  acts  and 
19  scenes  by  Noel  Coward.  Staged  by  the 
author;  costumes  by  Gladys  E.  Calthorp. 
Produced  by  John  C.  Wilson  for  Trans- 
atlantic Prod.,  Inc.  Opening  at  the  Music 
Box,  January  18,  with  a cast  including 
Beatrice  Lillie,  Richard  Haydn,  Eva 
Ortega,  Gladys  Henson,  Bronson  Dudley. 
The  critics: 

Walter  Winchell,  Daily  Mirror — Miss 
Lillie  is  practically  the  whole  show  . . . 
For  the  choosey  . . . may  be  a disap- 
pointment . . . her  only  helpers  are  Mr. 
Haydn  and  Miss  Ortega. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (three  stars) 
— Beatrice  is  gorgeously  comic  . . . and 
Noel  is  inventively  entertaining  ...  A 
nice  lively  evening,  particularly  if  you  re- 
act normally  to  Miss  Lillie,  the  supreme 
lady  satirist  of  her  era.  Mr.  Coward’s 
music  may  lack  something  in  the  way  of 
variety,  but  it  is  all  pleasant  . . . 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
Miss  Lillie  is  giving  an  incomparable  one- 
woman  show  . . . and  this  gloomy  world 
somehow  seems  perceptibly  brighter  this 
morning  ...  on  the  whole  it  cannot  be 
said  that  “Set  to  Music”  reveals  Mr. 
Coward  in  one  of  his  major  achievements. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — . . . 
she  is  the  funniest  show  on  the  local  ticket 
racks  . . . The  music  is  nothing  to  write 
to  the  papers  about,  but  it  carries  it  all 
along  pleasantly  without  much  fuss  or 
undue  plugging. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — She  has 
never  been  seen  to  better  advantage  than 
she  is  in  this  new  and  giddy  revue  . . . 
She  is  in  super-topnotch  form  . . . some- 
thing you  will  surely  want  to  see  and  that 
seeing  you  cannot  help  but  be  convulsed 
by. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — She  is  the  sal- 
vation of  Mr.  Coward’s  show  . . . But  the 
music  is  generally  reminiscent;  the  live- 
liness that  dancing  gives  is  lacking  and 
nothing  quite  comes  off  as  it  should.  Ex- 
cept, of  course.  Miss  Lillie. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — . . . represents 
both  of  them  (Miss  Lillie  and  Coward)  at 
their  best  . . . For  light  amusement,  writ- 
ten and  acted  with  impeccable  taste,  this 
London  revue  is  off  the  top  of  the  pack. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . a major  disappointment  ...  a medi- 
ocre revue,  enlivened  now  and  then  to  a 
hilarious  high  by  Miss  Lillie’s  antics.  Mr. 
Coward,  in  writing  his  show  around  the 
star,  appears  to  have  forgotten  such  im- 
portant details  as  music  and  dancing. 

"The  American  Way” 

Number  58.  In  two  acts  by  George  S. 
Kaufman  and  Moss  Hart.  Kaufman  also 
staged  and  Hassard  Short  did  lighting  and 
technical  direction:  Donal  Oenslager,  the 
sets  and  Irene  Sharaff,  the  costumes. 


Oscar  Levant  is  responsible  for  the  music. 
Sam  H.  Harris  and  Max  Gordon  produced 
jointly  at  the  Center  Theatre,  January  21. 
The  cast  includes  Fredric  March,  Flor- 
ence Eldridge,  McKay  Morris,  Ruth  Wes- 
ton, Hugh  Cameron,  Janet  Fox,  Adrienne 
Marden,  Jeanne  Wardley,  Grace  Valen- 
tine. The  critics: 

W.  W.,  Daily  Mirror — It  is  something  to 
make  you  cry — for  the  joy  that  you  are 
an  American  and  something  to  make  you 
weep  for  those  who  are  net.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  a panorama  of  the  American 
Scene  (from  1896  until  today)  ...  It  is 
something  that  had  to  be  said  and  done 
— and  they  have  said  and  done  it  elo- 
quently . . . Besides  the  excellent  perform- 
ances of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  March,  there  is  fine 
support  by  Ruth  Weston,  McKay  Morris, 
Janet  Fox,  Adrienne  Marden  . . . 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (three  stars) — . . . 
rises  now  and  then  to  moving  heights  by 
reason  of  its  honest  writing  and  playing. 
(March)  gave  as  finely  sustained  a char- 
acterization ...  as  any  actor  has  given 
in  any  drama  this  season  . . . But  it  is 
honest  hokum  and  effective  because  of 
that  honesty. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — A mammoth 
and  eye-filling  show  ...  is  more  expert  in 
its  spectacular  effects  than  in  its  more 
personal  drama,  but  it  offers  a fine  nos- 
talgic appeal  for  us  oldtimers  . . . you 
must  look  upon  it  as  what  it  is,  a colorful 
spectacle,  rather  than  a play  . . . writing 
and  dramaturgy  are  in  the  A-B-C  cate- 
gory . . . particularly  skillful  portrayal  of 
the  patriotic  German  by  Fredric  March 
who  plays  with  honesty,  modesty,  simplic- 
ity and  feeling  . . . Florence  Eldridge  is 
splendid  as  the  wife. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — No  audience 
that  I can  remember  in  my  time  on  the 
aisle  has  been  so  shaken  with  emotion  as 
we  all  were  at  the  Center  Theatre  on 
Saturday  when  in  the  last  few  moments 
of  “The  American  Way”  a vast  rising 
rumble  began  at  the  back  of  the  enormous 
theatre  and  swept  forward  until  nearly 
4,000  playgoers  were  on  their  feet  while 
the  onstage  singers  finished  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner”  and  brought  the  cur- 
tain down  before  people  too  choked  to 
move  . . . March  . . . manages  the  transi- 
tion in  years  not  only  with  pictorial  ac- 
curacy but  with  superb  emotional  inflec- 
tion. It  is  a deeply  imagined  performance, 
vividly  sustained  . . . Miss  Eldridge  follows 
him  gracefully  through  the  years  without 
quite  the  same  clarity  or  power  but  with 
excellent  effect. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — ...  on  the  whole  deeply 
moving  and  decidedly  impressive  ...  if  it 
lacks  the  writing  distinction  Mr.  Coward 
brought  to  his  pageant  of  empire  (“Caval- 
cade”) . . . “The  American  Way”  is  by  all 
odds  the  nearest  equivalent  . . . this  coun- 
try has  so  far  produced  ...  Its  trickery 
may  be  barefaced  and  its  hokum  shame- 
less at  times,  but  on  the  whole  . . . they 
are  hard  to  resist  . . . Florence  Eldridge 
and  Fredric  March  manage  to  give  deeply 


Academi]  Banquet 
Plans  Speeded 

Having  moved  the  banquet  date  up  two 
weeks — from  March  10  to  February  23 — 
all  preliminaries  in  the  11th  annual  Acad- 
emy Awards  banquet  have  been  corres- 
pondingly speeded.  Nominations  ballots 
for  best  acting,  writing  and  direction  were 
mailed  out  January  23  to  4,000  qualified 
voters,  including  Screen  Actors,  Screen 
Writers  and  Screen  Directors  Guilds  and 
producer-members  of  the  Academy.  Nomi- 
nations close  February  23  and  final  bal- 
lots go  out  to  12,000  voters  February  10, 
with  balloting  to  close  February  20. 

Frank  Capra,  Academy  president,  has 
named  Roland  Anderson,  Lionel  Banks, 
Perry  Ferguson,  Charles  Hall,  W.  A.  Horn- 
ing, Jack  Otterson,  Hans  Peters,  Bertrand 
Teitelbaum  and  Lyle  Wheeler  as  the  art 
direction  awards  committee,  to  view  pro- 
ductions nominated  by  studio  art  depart- 
ments. 

The  Academy  Research  Council,  handl- 
ing annual  awards  for  scientific  or  techni- 
cal achievement,  will  close  nominations 
January  31.  Awards  will  be  handed  out 
for  devices,  methods,  formulas  or  inven- 
tions of  “special  and  outstanding  value” 
employed  in  1938.  Nathan  Levinson,  head 
of  the  Council,  is  in  charge. 

Mervyn  LeRoy,  Basil  Rathbone,  Robert 
Riskin,  Howard  Estabrook,  John  LeRoy 
Johnston  and  Donald  Gledhill  comprise 
the  banquet  committee. 


human  and  admirably  individualized  per- 
formances . . . 

R.  L.,  Sun — . . . the  broadest,  if  not  the 
deepest,  drama  of  the  season  ...  It  is  mov- 
ingly patriotic,  and  whatever  faults  it  has 
are  faults  of  the  head,  not  of  the  heart. 
It  is  a gigantic  spectacle,  ordered  and  di- 
rected with  extraordinary  theatrical  skill 
. . . There  is  rush  and  excitement  about  all 
of  it  . . . Fredric  March  and  Florence 
Eldridge  haven’t  missed  this  time  . . . they 
both  play  with  rare  simplicity  and  skill  . . . 

B.  A.,  Times — Like  all  Cyclopean  shows, 
it  has  some  leaden  moments,  particularly 
in  the  second  act  . . . But  the  first  act, 
is  a profoundly  moving  experience  of  gay 
and  rueful  memories  . . . Lovingly  acted 
by  Fredric  March  and  Florence  Eldridge, 
staged  throughout  with  infinite  skill,  it  is 
a first  primer  in  Americanism  worth  the 
storm  of  bravos  it  received  on  the  opening 
night  . . . 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — "Vivid  life 
and  glowing  inspiration,  superb  propa- 
ganda and  unashamed  sentimentality, 
comfortable  humor  and  heart-wrenching 
drama  have  been  combined  . . . some  of  its 
sentimentality  approaches  the  maudlin. 
Fredric  March  performed  excellently  . . . 
Florence  Eldridge  never  played  more  ef- 
fectively . . . 


Seven  Shows,  Then  Out 

New  York — “Where  There’s  a Will,” 
which  opened  at  the  Golden,  January  7, 
closed  January  21  after  seven  perform- 
ances. 
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Those  who  pilot  the  publicity  desti- 
nies of  Norma  Shearer  are  apparently 
of  the  opinion  that  the  star  is  de- 
serving of  accolades  because,  at  long  last, 
she  has  joined  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
and  “has  demonstrated  her  desire  to  be 
an  active  worker  therein.” 

Since  the  time  when  the  Guild  won  its 
unqualified  recognition  from  the  pro- 
ducers, and  only  after  a long  and  bitter 
fight.  Miss  Shearer  has  worked  in  three 
high-budgeted  M-G-M  features — “Romeo 
and  Juliet,”  “Marie  Antoinette”  and  the 
current  “Idiot’s  Delight.”  Despite  her  non- 
membership in  the  Guild,  and  in  the  face 
of  virtually  closed-shop  conditions  for 
Thespics,  this  was  permitted  because  of 
the  seldom-invoked  clause  in  the  SAG 
contract  under  which  producers  are  al- 
lowed a cast  of  stars  and  featured  players, 
10  per  cent  of  which  may  be  non-holders 
of  union  cards.  In  other  words,  what  has 
been  generally  considered  a completely- 
unionized  department  of  film  labor  could 
be,  in  reality,  only  90  per  cent  such  if  the 
studio  chieftains  desired  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  ten  per  cent  clause  or,  more 
importantly,  if  it  were  possible  for  them 
to  unearth  and  employ  sufficient  topline 
performers  who  do  not  carry  union  cards. 
A check  at  SAG  headquarters,  however, 
reveals  that  in  addition  to  Miss  Shearer 
there  have  been  only  three  such  Holly- 
wood luminaries  who  are  not  members — 
Marlene  Dietrich,  Hedy  Lamarr  and  Ian 
Hunter.  It  is  probably  pure  coincidence 
that,  like  Miss  Shearer,  the  last  two  of 
this  trio  are  under  contract  to  M-G-M. 

Thus  it  is  certainly  logical  to  observe 
that  Miss  Shearer  climbed  aboard  the  SAG 
bandwagon  only  after  that  substantial 
vehicle  was  rolling  at  a comfortable  speed, 
and  not  until  a time  when  she  had  every- 
thing to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose  through 
her  new  widely-heralded  affiliation  there- 
with. That,  of  course,  is  entirely  her  own 
business. 

But,  if  laurels  and  kudos  are  to  be 
showered  upon  any  star  members  of  the 
actors’  union,  let  them  be  restricted  to 
such  hardy  pioneers  in  the  movement  as 
Robert  Montgomery,  James  Cagney,  Ralph 


SPEARHEADS 


ay  Iv'an^pEax. 

and  Prank  Morgan,  Joan  Crawford,  Boris 
Karloff,  Gloria  Stuart,  Eddie  Cantor  and 
a handful  of  others  who,  in  October  of 
1933,  conceived  the  Guild  idea  and,  ever 
since,  have  been  unselfishly  tireless  in 
their  individual  and  collective  efforts  to 
bring  it  to  its  present  admirable  status. 
Here  were  Hollywoodians  who  had  every- 
thing to  lose  and  very  little  to  gain  through 
their  early  affiliation  with  the  Guild  move- 
ment. From  the  inception,  they  must 
have  realized,  and  subsequent  events  have 
so  proven,  that  the  closed  shop  idea — 
if,  when  and  as  crowned  with  ultimate 
victory — could  not  benefit  them,  as  indi- 
viduals, in  the  least.  Obviously,  then,  they 
must  be  credited  with  unqualified  altru- 
ism and  a sincere  desire  to  help  those  less 
fortunate  members  of  their  profession. 

So  credit,  if  any,  where  credit  is  due. 

Headline  in  local  tradepaper: 

FOUR  FILM  COMPANIES  LOOK 
FOR  WAY  TO  ICE  MUSSOLINI 

Why  not  invite  him  to  Hollywood  and 
turn  him  over  to  the  Anti-Nazi  League? 

The  League  recently  took  its  greatest  for- 
ward step  since  its  organization  several 
years  ago,  when  a scattering  of  local  indus- 
try leaders  lent  their  names  and  pledged 
their  support  to  the  "Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence" drive  launched  by  the  Committee  of 
56,  an  HANL  offspring.  This  very  welcome 
change  of  attitude  on  the  part  of  a few 
tycoons  was  unquestionably  traceable  to  the 


news  of  the  most  recent  Nazi  persecutive 
outrages  which  was  crowding  the  public 
prints  at  that  time.  Even  those  reports,  how- 
ever, failed  to  stimulate  the  majority  of  im- 
portant executives  to  openly  declare  their 
willingness  to  cooperate  with  the  groups 
that  have  been  carrying  on  the  valiant  fight 
against  the  spread  of  totalitarian  doctrines 
and  policies  in  America. 

During  the  past  two  weeks.  League  lead- 
ers report,  even  this  modicum  of  big-wig 
recruits  have  apparently  weakened,  due, 
declares  the  HANL,  to  the  influence  of  the 
preponderant  sector  of  non-converts.  Pos- 
sibly this  week's  Associated  Press  dispatch 
from  Berlin  regarding  reports  from  "a  source 
close  to  the  government"  that  a sharp  fur- 
ther curtailment  in  the  number  of  American 
films  being  given  first-run  bookings  in  the 
Nazi  capital  had  been  effected  as  a retalia- 
tory measure  because  of  "incessant  agitation 
against  the  Third  Reich  in  the  United  States," 
and  pointing  out  that  America's  film  indus- 
try is  "under  predominating  Jewish  influ- 
ence," will  bring  all  of  them  closer  to  a 
realization  that  the  cause  for  which  the 
HANL  and  kindred  liberal  groups  have  been 
crusading  is,  after  all,  their  battle  too. 

Someone  might  tell  George  “Golden 
Boy  or  Bust”  Browne,  Columbia’s  behe- 
moth of  blurbs,  that  the  war  is  over,  and 
so  is  interest  in  theoretical,  prolonged  and 
purely-for-publicity  purposes  casting 
searches.  A Scarlett  O’Hara  has  been 
found  and  is  already  drawling — with  a 
slight  British  inflection — her  stuff  before 
the  cameras.  The  new  Charlie  Chan  has 
long  since  solved  one  mystery  for  the 
edification  of  theatregoers  and  is  up  to 
his  Oriental  ears  in  another.  Yet  the  Co- 
lumbia praise  plant  persists  in  still  clut- 
tering its  publicity  releases  with  long- 
winded  accounts  of  the  alleged  search  for 
an  actor  to  portray  the  title  role  in  “Gol- 
den Boy,”  which  “campaign”  was  always  a 
poor  third  in  the  Russell  Birdwell-Harry 
Brand-George  Browne  three-cornered  race 
for  what  little  fan  attention  might  be 
garnered  through  this  hackneyed  suspense 
publicity — a sorry  prize  at  its  best. 


Pacifism,  Pistols  and  Pisces 


It  was  a tough  week  for  Hollywood’s 
legion  of  reviewers,  and  assorted  gate- 
crashers, with  11  features  having  been 
shown  at  preview — and  only  one  accom- 
panied by  free  groceries,  Sol  Lesser  un- 
limbering for  a seafood  dinner  on  the 
occasion  of  the  press  debut  of  his  “Fisher- 
man’s Wharf.” 

Easily  leading  the  pack  in  importance 
and  entertainment  values  was  Metro’s 
“Idiot’s  Delight.”  Decidedly  a preachment 
against  war,  it  is  so  magnificently  enacted, 
unstintingly  produced  and  intelligently 
directed  that  it  cannot,  by  the  farthest 
flight  of  fancy,  be  accused  of  being  propa- 
ganda; and  has  to  be  viewed,  no  matter 
what  individual  perspective  is  brought  to 
it,  as  unadulterated  entertainment  of  the 
highest  order.  Clark  Gable,  Norma 
Shearer  and  Edward  Arnold  are  particu- 
larly outstanding  amid  a high-powered 


cast.  Clarence  Brown  directed  for  Pro- 
ducer Hunt  Stromberg. 

^ ^ ^ 

Assured  of  a warm  welcome  by  film  pa- 
trons who,  in  the  past  few  months,  have 
been  deprived  of  musical  entertainment,  is 
Paramount’s  “St.  Louis  Blues.”  It  is  an 
ingeniously  concocted  blend  of  melody, 
romance  and  comedy,  capably  directed  by 
Raoul  Walsh,  produced  with  an  eye  to  the 
boxoffice  by  Jeff  Lazarus  and  containing 
the  writing  efforts  of  no  less  than  six 
scenarists — Malcolm  Stuart  Boylan,  John 
C.  Moffitt,  Virginia  Van  Upp,  Frederick 
Hazlett  Brennan,  Eleanore  Griffin  and 
William  Rankin. 

^ 

Crime,  in  its  various  ramifications,  in- 
dicated it  still  has  a stranglehold  on  cine- 
matic subject  matter  by  appearing  in  a 
quartet  of  the  preview  features.  Probably 


the  best  was  Warner’s  “Off  the  Record,” 
a fast-moving  comedy  drama  blending 
journalism,  gangdom  and  social  welfare. 
The  well-chosen  cast  is  headed  by  Pat 
O’Brien,  Joan  Blondell  and  Bobby  “Dead 
End”  Jordan.  It  was  given  a competent 
production  sendoff  by  Sam  Bischoff,  and 
James  Flood’s  direction  is  up  to  standard. 
Niven  Busch,  Lawrence  Kimble  and  Earl 
Baldwin  draw  credit  for  an  able  screen- 
play based  on  an  original  by  Saul  Elkins 
and  Sally  Sandlin.  Universal  contributed 
a melodramatic  effort  in  “Code  of  the 
Streets,”  an  acceptable  chapter  in  the 
adventures  of  its  “Little  Tough  Guys”  and 
geared  to  program  standards  by  Director 
Harold  Young  and  Producer  Burt  Kelly, 
from  a screenplay  by  Arthur  T.  Horman. 
“Persons  in  Hiding,”  Paramount’s  entry, 
proved  to  be  unrelentingly  grim  in  its 
(Continued  on  page  41) 


BOXOFFICE  ; : January  28,  1939  H 


39 


(2i 


inQma 


tki 


Honoring  President  George  Schaefer 
and  Ned  Depinet.  distribution  head  of 
RKO  Radio,  Sol  Lesser  was  host  at  a din- 
ner party  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel,  with 
400  attending.  Dinner  was  followed  by 
a preview  of  Lesser’s  ‘Fisherman's 
Wharf,”  slated  for  RKO  Radio  release. 

★ 

Allen  Jenkins.  Warner  featured  player, 
is  en  route  to  Florida  and  New  York  for 
an  extended  vaeation. 

★ 

Producer  Cliff  Reid  has  recovered  from 
an  influenza  attack  and  is  back  at  his 
RKO  Radio  desk  . . . William  A.  Scully, 
Universal  salesmanager,  and  his  wife  leave 
for  Honolulu,  February  3,  upon  termina- 
tion of  local  production  conferences  at 
the  studio. 

Lee  Traey  has  arrived  from  a six-month 
sojourn  on  the  London  stage  to  begin  work 
under  a new  RKO  Radio  contract  . . . 
Ex-Champion  Max  Baer  reported  to  Grand 
National  to  prepare  for  his  new  acting 
chore,  wider  which  the  pugilist  becomes 
a crooning  sagebrusher  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Marx  became  the  parerits  of  a S07i, 
born  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital. 

★ 

After  spending  some  months  here,  Monty 
Banks,  20th  Century-Fox’s  British  direc- 
tor, has  trained  out  for  New  York  and 
London.  Two  studio  scriptei’s,  Karl  Tun- 
berg  and  Don  Ettlinger,  are  accompany- 
ing him.  Robert  Kane,  British  production 
head,  remains  another  week. 

★ 

Penny  Singleton  has  fully  recovered 
from  her  Friday  the  I2th  accident  . . . 
Cary  Grant  will  host  Noel  Coward  when 
the  famous  British  actor -playwright-com- 
poser arrives  at  the  end  of  the  month  . . . 
Leon  Schlesinger,  cartoon-producer . and 
his  wife  have  returned  from  a business- 
pleasure  trip  to  New  York. 


Harry  Sherman  has  returned  from  the 
east,  having  completed  his  business  in 
connection  with  his  “Hopalong  Cassidy” 
pictures.  He  also  attended  the  Para- 
mount sales  convention  in  St.  Louis. 

★ 

Jack  Cummings,  Metro  producer,  was 
set  to  leave  for  a month’s  vacation  after 
the  preview  of  "Honolulu.”  His  aide, 
Charles  Levin,  also  leaves  for  New  York 
on  a three-week  furlough. 

Among  Hollywood’s  representatives  at 
the  President’s  Birthday  Ball  in  Wash- 
ington, January  30,  will  be  Eleanor  Pow- 
ell, Annabella,  Ralph  Bellamy,  George 
Brent,  Errol  Flynn,  Bruce  Cabot  and 
Andrea  Leeds  . . . Paul  Malvern  is  scout- 
ing snow  locations  at  Big  Bear  Lake  for 
his  next  Monogram  production  . . . Tyrone 
Power  has  leased  an  island  off  the  coast 
of  Mexico  and  will  build  a five-room  vaca- 
tion lodge  there. 

* 

A son,  Denny,  was  born  to  Mrs.  Andy 
Devine  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital 
. . . Eugene  Forde  is  back  at  20th  Century- 
Fox  after  a sojourn  of  several  months  in 
London,  directing  for  the  company’s  Brit- 
ish unit  . . . William  Fadiman,  eastern 
story  editor  for  M-G-M,  is  conferring 
ivith  Edwin  Knopf  and  Kenneth  Mac- 
Keiina  at  the  studio  . . . Milton  Bren,  pro- 
duction chief  for  Hal  Roach,  and  Frank 
Ross,  his  aide,  have  returned  from  a New 
York  and  Sun  Valley  vacatioji  . . . Poison 
oak  and  a severe  cold  have  bedded  Sidney 
Salkow,  Republic  director. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  MacMurray  have  in- 
definitely postponed  their  long-planned 
“second  honeymoon,”  as  MacMurray,  un- 
der contract  to  Paramount,  has  been  set 
to  star  in  another  picture  after  complet- 
ing a loanout  to  Warner.  They  had 
planned  to  visit  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  Fred’s 


i 


home  town,  and  New  York  . . . Dorothy 
Lamour  is  before  the  cameras  again  after 
a layoff  caused  by  eye-strain  from  the 
bright  set  lights  . . . Madeleine  Carroll  is 
due  in  February  10  from  a vacation  in 
London. 

Granted  a two-week  holiday  from  pic- 
ture chores,  Barbara  Stanwyck  is  planning 
a vacation  at  Yosemite  and,  possibly,  one 
of  the  desert  resorts. 

★ 

Ralph  Clark  sr.,  Warner  manager  for 
Australasia,  paid  a brief  visit  to  the 
studio  en  route  to  New  York  for  confer- 
ences with  Sam  Morris,  foreign  distribu- 
tion head  . . . Bobby  Jordan  will  vacation 
in  New  York  when  he  completes  his 
present  Warner  film  assignment  . . . Guest 
of  Harry  M.  Warner  was  Sam  Harris,  edi- 
tor-publisher of  “The  Cinema,”  English 
trade  paper  . . . Gordon  Ellis  is  stopping 
off  in  the  film  capital,  en  route  from  Lon- 
don, and  sails  for  Australia,  February  1. 
He  is  an  executive  of  Greater  Union  The- 
atres, down  under. 

* 

William  B.  Davidson,  Masquers’  vice- 
president,  will  be  seidelmaster  at  the 
group’s  January  30  meeting.  A ten-act 
variety  show,  following  dinner,  is  being 
arranged  by  Braumeister  Joe  Ratliff. 

★ 

Director  Theodore  Reed  has  returned 
from  a brief  trip  to  New  York,  during 
which  he  caught  the  stage  play,  “What  a 
Life,”  which  he  will  pilot  for  Paramount. 

•k 

Billy  Wilder  and  Charles  Brackett, 
Paramount  scripters,  have  returned  from 
a trip  to  New  York. 

★ 

Roy  Disney,  general  manager  of  Walt 
Disney  Productions,  has  gone  east  on  a 
two-week  business  trip.  En  route  to  New 
York  he  will  stop  off  for  a few  days  in 
New  Orleans. 


Gabe  Yorke  Returns  to 
Will  Hays  Office 

Having  completed  his  loan-out  assign- 
ment to  Selznick  International,  Gabe 
Yorke  has  returned  to  the  Hays  office  and 
is  devoting  full  time  to  his  regular  work 
as  head  of  the  advertising  advisory 
council. 

Yorke  was  borrowed  by  S-I  to  aid  in 
checking  the  historical  accuracy  of  cer- 
tain publicity  campaigns  in  connection 
with  “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  which  has 
just  started  filming. 


Shorts  Press  Book  a 
Cinecolor  Service 

Cinecolor  has  inaugurated  the  first  ex- 
hibitor press  book  service  ever  designed 
covering  short  subjects.  Monthly  mail- 
ings go  to  Paramount  exchanges  for  re- 
distribution to  theatres  booking  the  Fair- 
banks-Carlisle  “Popular  Science”  and 
“Unusual  Occupations”  shorts  and  will  be 
extended  to  include  all  exchanges  and  all 
shorts  treated  in  Cinecolor. 


- 


mat 


At  Luncheon  lor  Jimmy — 


Here  are  the  guest  of  honor  and  four  other  industry  a7id  civic  7iotables  at 
the  rece7it  lu7icheo7i  of  welco7ne  giue7i  for  Ja77ies  Roosevelt,  7iew  vice-presi- 
de7it  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Die.  Left  to  right:  Roosevelt,  J . F.  T.  O’Conrior,  who 
was  host  Joseph  M.  Sche7ick,  Goldivv7i  a7id  Bishop  W . Bertra7id  Steve7is. 
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Anti-Nazi  League  Perfects 
Plans  for  Mass  Meeting 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  39) 
presentation  of  a J.  Edgar  Hoover  story, 
that  keynote  being  sounded  in  the  script 
by  William  R.  Lipman  and  Horace  McCoy 
and  adhered  to  by  Director  Louis  King. 
Producer  Edward  Lowe  made  sure,  how- 
ever, that  it  carried  a full  quota  of  action 
entertainment.  Columbia’s  “The  Lone 
Wolf  Spy  Hunt”  calls  forth  the  observa- 
tion that  it  will  take  an  international  spy 
to  find  much  entertainment  in  it,  save 
for  the  most  rabid  melodrama  fans. 
Neither  the  cast.  Director  Peter  Godfrey 
nor  Scenarist  Jonathan  Latimer  showed 
any  restraint,  the  result  being  one  of  the 
wildest  crook  dramas  to  hit  the  screen  in 
many  months — a doubtful  distinction. 

* * * 

Two  features — Sol  Lesser’s  “Fisherman’s 
Wharf,”  starring  Bobby  Breen  for  RKO 
Radio  release,  and  Warner’s  “Nancy  Drew 
— Reporter” — were  aimed  principally  at 
juvenile  and  family  trade;  and  both  hit 
their  marks  with  more  than  average  suc- 
cess. The  Breen  feature,  capitally  directed 
by  Bernard  Vorhaus,  shows  off  young 
Bobby  to  better  advantage  than  hereto- 
fore, and  the  film  should  be  well  received 
by  his  fans.  The  second  in  Warner’s 
“Nancy  Drew”  series  contains  all  the  ac- 
tion and  comedy  elements  necessary  to 
provide  an  hour  of  wholesome  adolescent 
entertainment,  mounted  in  standard  fash- 
ion by  Producer  Bryan  Foy  and  directed 
with  a sure  hand  by  William  Clemens. 

* * * 

Exposing  the  “secrets”  and  inner  work- 
ings of  two  widely  different  professions 
were  Metro’s  “Four  Girls  in  White,”  with 
a hospital  background,  and  RKO  Radio’s 
“Beauty  for  the  Asking,”  delving  into  the 
trade  practices  of  America’s  cosmetics  in- 
dustry. The  former  is  more  intriguing 
for  its  exhaustive  probe  into  the  system 
applied  in  training  nurses  than  for  the 
run-of-the-mill  story  pattern.  Nat  Levine’s 
production  guidance,  direction  by  S.  Syl- 
van Simon  and  the  cast,  headed  by  Flor- 
ence Rice,  are  all  up  to  standard.  RKO 
Radio’s  offering  hits  a higher  plane  of 
entertainment  and,  properly  exploited  to 
women  fans,  should  register  well  at  the 
wickets.  The  fast-rising  Lucille  Ball 
dominates  the  cast,  which  is  generally  ex- 
cellent. Glenn  Tryon  directed. 

* * 

Last,  but  not  necessarily  least  in  point 
of  entertainment  delivered,  was  Repub- 
lic’s “Pride  of  the  Navy.”  It  is  a splendid 
example  of  program  fare  in  the  modest- 
budget  allocation,  brashly  enacted  by 
James  Dunn.  Script  by  Ben  Markson  and 
Saul  Elkins  possesses  a number  of  original 
plot  situations  and  indulges  in  some  re- 
strained flag-waving  in  keeping  with 
Hollyv/ood’s  current  Americanism  trend. 
Charles  Lament  tui’ned  in  a good  direc- 
torial job  for  Producer  Herman  Schlom. 


"Outward  Bound"  Again 
With  John  GarJield 

Warner  will  remake  “Outward  Bound,” 
the  Sutton  Vane  play,  with  John  Gar- 
field in  the  lead.  The  studio  produced  the 
film  several  years  ago  with  Douglas  Fair- 
banks jr.,  starred. 


Raft's  Paramount 
Pact  Annulled 

In  the  second  tangle  between  the  star 
and  the  studio  over  roles  assigned  him, 
George  Raft’s  term  contract  with  Para- 
mount has  been  canceled  after  eight 
years  with  the  company.  Raft  refused  to 
accept  a part  in  “The  Magnificent  Fraud” 
and  was  replaced  by  Lloyd  Nolan,  who 
thus  attains  star  billing.  Raft  will  free- 
lance. He  was  suspended  last  August  in  a 
similar  tangle  over  a role  in  “St.  Louis 
Blues,”  for  which  Nolan  also  was  called 
upon  to  pinch-hit. 

A retrenchment  order  at  the  Hal  Roach 
studio  has  laid  off  all  employes  not  di- 
rectly associated  in  the  making  of  “Cap- 
tain Fury,”  being  made  for  United  Artists 
release.  Layoff  continues  until  Roach 
launches  “The  Housekeeper’s  Daughter.” 

Val  Paul  has  been  appointed  produc- 
tion manager  for  Edward  Small,  with  “The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask”  as  his  first  as- 
signment. Paul  was  studio  manager  at 
Universal  until  his  resignation  last  No- 
vember. 

Phil  Berle  has  been  made  assistant 
to  Producer-Director  Sam  Diege  at  Grand 
National. 


Tony  Martin  in  Chicago 
For  P.  A,  at  Palace 

Tony  Martin  has  planed  to  Chicago  for 
a week  of  personal  appearances  at  the 
Palace  Theatre,  returning  February  1 to 
report  to  20th  Century-Fox  and  a part  in 
“Shooting  High.” 

Patricia  Ellis,  currently  free-lancing, 
opens  a p.  a.  trek  in  New  York,  February 
8,  in  conjimction  with  the  booking  of 
“Back  Door  to  Heaven,”  made  in  the  east 
by  Paramount  and  in  which  she  has  a 
featured  role. 


Warner  Onto  Baseball's 
Centennial  Bandwagon 

With  an  eye  on  baseball’s  centennial 
celebration,  Warner  has  announced  plans 
to  produce  “Hit  and  Run,”  tracing  the 
development  of  the  game,  with  Connie 
Mack,  of  the  Philadelphia  Athletics,  as 
technical  advisor.  Pat  O’Brien,  Wayne 
Morris,  Johnnie  Davis,  Jane  Wyman  and 
Ronald  Regan  will  have  featured  roles. 

William  Jacobs  will  produce  for  the 
Bryan  Roy  unit,  with  Ray  Shrock  now 
writing  the  script. 


Joins  "Wind"  Cast 

David  O.  Selznick  has  borrowed  Evelyn 
Keyes  from  Producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  to 
whom  she  is  under  personal  contract,  for 
a role  in  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 


Final  plans  for  the  Hollywood  Anti- 
Nazi  League’s  “Quarantine  Hitler”  mass 
meeting,  to  be  held  January  30 — sixth  an- 
niversary of  Nazi  rule  in  Germany — and 
encouraging  reports  from  the  Committee 
of  56  on  its  campaign  to  gain  20,000,000 
signatures  to  the  Declaration  of  Economic 
Independence  from  Nazi  Germany  are 
serving  to  keep  the  activities  of  liberal 
Hollywood  moving  at  rapid  tempo. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Melvyn  Douglas, 
Helen  Gahagan,  Groucho  Marx  and  Carl 
Laemmle,  the  mass  meeting  at  the  Shrine 
Auditorium  is  expected  to  be  a sell-out. 
Film  stars,  speakers,  dancers  and  mu- 
sicians will  contribute  to  the  “living  news- 
paper of  six  years  of  Hitler  terror”  to  be 
presented. 

While  the  east  and  south,  the  Com- 
mittee of  56  reports,  are  doing  “more  than 
their  share”  in  the  signature  drive,  it  is 
Montana  that  so  far  has  taken  the  cam- 
paign closest  to  its  heart.  In  that  state  a 
sub-Committee  of  56  has  been  organized  in 
every  one  of  its  56  counties.  Assurances 
of  support  have  come  from  William  E. 
Dodd,  former  ambassador  to  Germany; 
Jonathan  Eddy,  vice-president  of  the 
American  Newspaper  Guild,  and  hosts  of 
other  educators  and  religious  leaders. 

Film  capital  progressives  honored  Tom 
Mooney  at  a banquet  January  20,  at- 
tended by  studio  guild  and  union  members 
and  with  Melvyn  Douglas  as  toastmaster. 
Speakers  included  Donald  Ogden  Stewart 
of  the  Anti-Nazi  League;  Philip  Dunne, 
of  the  Screen  Writers  Guild;  Frank  Tut- 
tle, of  the  Screen  Directors  Guild,  and 
James  Francis  Crow,  film  critic  and 
president  of  the  Los  Angeles  chapter  of 
the  Newspaper  Guild. 

Among  the  guests  were  Frank  Davis, 
Tess  Schlesinger,  Ring  Lardner  jr.,  Abem 
Kandel,  Sheridan  Gibney,  Samuel  Ornitz 
and  Budd  Schulberg. 


SMPE's  Convention  Date 
Set  for  April  17-21 

Plans  for  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engineers,  to 
be  held  here  April  17-21,  were  completed 
at  a meeting  of  the  Pacific  Coast  section, 
with  Chairman  Loren  L.  Ryder  presiding. 
Group  also  announced  another  meeting 
to  take  place  in  February,  at  which  a 
demonstration  of  latest  electrionic  musi- 
cal instruments  will  be  presented. 

Attending  were  A.  M.  Gundelfinger, 
secretary-treasurer  and  a Cinecolor  ex- 
ecutive; Homer  G.  Tasker,  John  Aalberg, 
Lawrence  Aicholtz,  Kenneth  Morgan,  Gor- 
don Chambers  and  Walter  Greene. 


See  "Wings"  Screened 

Several  Warner  stars,  in  Washington  to 
attend  the  President’s  birthday  ball  Mon- 
day, were  present  at  the  special  screen- 
ing of  “Wings  of  the  Navy”  for  govern- 
ment officials  and  the  press. 
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Talks  Hold  Back 
Silverstone 

Last  vestiges  of  the  annual  United 
Artists  stockholders’  meeting,  which  of- 
ficially concluded  with  Murray  Silverstone, 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  an- 
nouncing a drastic  reduction  of  distribu- 
tion rates,  have  been  washed  up  and  par- 
ticipants therein  gone  their  separate  ways. 
However,  Silverstone,  remaining  several 
days  for  conferences  with  individual  UA 
producers,  has  disclosed  plans  whereby 
Alexander  Korda  will  make  six  pictures 
during  1939,  two  of  them  in  Hollywood 
and  at  least  four  in  Technicolor.  Korda 
returns  to  England  immediately,  where 
he  has  “Four  Feathers”  in  production,  to 
start  work  shortly  on  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” first  of  the  new  series  of  six. 

Others  include  “Jungle  Boy,”  “Lawrence 
of  Arabia,”  “Conquest  of  the  Air”  and  two 
untitled  vehicles  starring  Merle  Oberon. 

Silverstone  was  to  spend  the  week  in 
huddles  with  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Edward 
Small  and  Hal  Roach,  concerning  their 
1939-40  production  schedules,  departing 
for  New  York  over  the  weekend.  Also 
probable,  according  to  spokesmen  for  Sil- 
verstone, but  not  definitely  on  the  calen- 
dar, were  conferences  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  and  Jock  Whitney  regarding  a pos- 
sible UA-Selznick  International  tieup. 

Mary  Pickford  has  returned  to  New 
York,  as  have  Korda,  Charles  Schwartz, 
Charles  Chaplin’s  representative;  James 
Mulvey  and  Richard  Dwight,  legal  aides  to 
Goldwyn,  and  Manny  Silverstone. 


SCRIPTERS 


— (oluinbia 

GEORGE  BRICKER  to  "Missing  Daughters." 

— Earry  Darniour 

GORDON  RIGBY  to  an  untitled  Jack  Holt 
starrer  for  Columbia  release. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

ROBERT  PRESNELL  teamed  with  JO  SWERL- 
ING  on  "The  Last  Frontier." 

— Metro 

SID  KULLER  and  RAY  GOLDEN  to  an  un- 
titled original  for  the  Marx  Brothers. 

— Monogram 

MORTIMER  BRAUS  to  "The  Land  of  the  Sky 
Blue  Water." 

— KKO  Radio 

OLIVER  DRAKE  to  an  untitled  western  for 
George  O’Brien. 

THOMAS  LENNON  to  "What’s  a Fixer  For?" 
which  Cliff  Reid  will  produce  with  Lee  Tracy 
starred. 

• — Republic 

ALICE  ALTSCHULER  to  "Guilty  of  Patriot- 
ism.” 

— Edward  Small 

MELVILLE  BAKER  to  "The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask.”  James  Whale  directs,  cameras  to  roll 
early  in  February. 

— 30th  Century-Fox 

S.  S.  VAN  DINE  joins  writing  staff  to  write 
an  original  murder  mystery  as  a starring  vehicle 
for  Sonja  Henie. 

PHILIP  DUNNE  and  JULIEN  JOSEPHSON 
complete  "Stanley  and  Livingstone,”  slated  for 
immediate  production. 

— Universal 

MORTIMER  OFFNER  to  "The  Family  Next 
Door."  Max  Golden  will  produce. 

WILLIS  COOPER  to  "Friday,  the  Thirteenth.” 
slated  as  a new  horror  vehicle  for  Bela  Lugosi  and 
Boris  Karloff. 

— Warner  Bros. 

MAURICE  HANLINE  to  "Four  Wives.” 
NORMAN  REILLY  RAINE  and  AENEAS 
MACKENZIE  to  "The  Knight  and  the  Lady,” 
which  will  co-star  Errol  Flynn  and  Bette  Davis. 
PHIL  EPSTEIN  to  "You  Can’t  Escape  Forever.” 


REVIEW 


FLASHES 


BOY  TROUBLE  (Parc) — Reuniting  Charlie 
Ruggles  and  Mary  Boland  in  a type  of 
homespun  humor-laden  vehicle  which 
made  them  an  erstwhile  popular  comedy 
team,  this  is  wholesome  entertainment  at 
its  best.  Should  score  solidly  and  recreate 
a demand  for  repeat  co-starring  this  duo. 
William  Wright  produced.  George  Archain- 
baud  directed. 

FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (RKO)— Featuring 
more  story  and  less  song  than  his  former 
pictures,  this  Bobby  Breen  starrer  is  whole- 
some entertainment  lor  the  family  trade. 
Master  Breen,  more  matured  and  restrained, 
will  win  new  fans.  Leo  Carrillo,  Henry 
Armetta  and  Slicker  the  seal,  support.  Sol 
Lesser  produced.  Bernard  Vorhaus  directed. 

WOMAN  DOCTOR  (Rep) — Tear-jerker  on  the 
career  vs.  happiness  formula.  Tiresome  in 
story,  monotonously  unfolded.  Strenuous 
efforts  of  Henry  Wilcoxon  and  Frieda 
Inescort,  heading  cast,  make  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  raise  to  average  program  level. 
Sol  Siegel  produced.  Sidney  Salko  di- 
rected. 

WOMEN  IN  THE  WIND  (WB)— Selecting  the 
annual  women's  air  derby  as  the  theme, 
this  blows  in  a winner  for  mass  appeal 
through  dint  of  action,  flying  thrills,  photog- 
raphy and  suspense,  despite  an  unre- 
strained story.  Mark  Hellinger  produced, 
John  Farrow  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Deanna's  Schedule  Is 
Augmented  by  Pair 

Deanna  Durbin’s  Universal  production 
schedule  has  been  augmented  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  titles,  “First  Love”  and 
“After  Schooldays.”  Charles  Boyer  has 
a featured  spot  in  the  former,  which 
Joseph  Pasternak  will  produce  and  Henry 
Koster  direct.  Latter  is  an  original  screen- 
play by  Stephen  Morehouse  Avery  and 
Frank  Partos,  also  to  be  produced  by 
Pasternak. 

The  singing  starlet  is  currently  in 
“Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.” 


Chaplin's  Brother  Will 
Aid  on  "Dictator" 

With  its  production  start  tentatively 
set  for  February  10,  Charles  Chaplin  has 
engaged  his  brother  Sydney  to  act  as  co- 
director and  production  aide  on  “The  Dic- 
tator,” the  comedian’s  first  talking  pic- 
ture, for  United  Artists  release.  Sydney 
has  been  representing  his  brother’s  in- 
terests abroad  for  the  past  several  years. 


An  Executive  Trio 
Checks  In  at  WB 


Arrival  of  a trio  of  Warner  executives 
has  augmented  the  number  of  important 
production  conferences  current  at  sev- 
eral studios.  Checking  in  at  the  Burbank 
plant  were  Gradwell  Sears,  sales  chief, 
and  S.  S.  Schneider  and  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  home  office  executives,  for  huddles 
with  Hal  Wallis,  Jack  Warner  and  other 
studio  moguls  anent  plans  for  the  balance 
of  the  1938-39  season. 

Well  underway  are  confabs  at  Universal, 
with  President  Nate  Blumberg,  William 
Scully,  sales  manager,  and  Joseph  Seidel- 
man,  foreign  sales  head,  huddling  with 
Cliff  Work  and  Matty  Fox  of  the  studio. 
The  12  final  features  on  Universal’s  1938- 
39  schedule,  and  tentative  shaping  of  the 
1939-40  chart,  are  the  chief  topics.  Sei- 
delman  was  to  train  out  over  the  weekend 
for  New  York  and  South  America  to  em- 
bark on  an  extensive  survey. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  deep  in  dis- 
cussions as  to  its  British  production  plans, 
with  F.  L.  Harley  and  Benjamin  Miggins, 
European  executives,  talking  with  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  Darryl  Zanuck  and  Robert 
Kane,  English  production  head,  and  Monty 
Banks,  British  director. 

RKO  Radio’s  President  George  Schaefer 
and  Ned  Depinet,  sales  head,  have  been 
doing  their  conferring  with  Pandro  Ber- 
man and  others  of  the  studio  at  Palm 
Springs.  Schaefer  and  Depinet  were  to 
return  east  soon  after  the  premiere  here 
Tuesday  of  “Gunga  Din.”  Plans  being 
discussed  include  shaping  the  1939-40 
schedule  to  include  more  high  budget  fea- 
tures. 


OPTIONS 


— Sanniel  Goldwyn 

IRMGARD  VON  CUBE  joins  writing  staff. 

— Metro 

GEZA  HERCZEG  signs  writing  ticket  and  goes 
on  an  original  for  Producer  Joseph  Mankiewicz. 
LANA  TURNER,  starlet,  held  for  another  year. 
MARY'  McCALL  signs  writing  contract. 

— Paramount 

ELLEN  DliEW  handed  new  acting  contract  and 
part  in  "Grade  Allen  Murder  Case.” 

PAULA  DE  CARDO,  stock  player,  held  for 
another  term. 

—RKO  Radio 

A.  C.  EDINGTON  signed  as  writer,  joining  the 
Robert  Sisk  production  unit. 

VICTOR  MCI.4AGLEN  signs  one-picture  deal; 
DORIS  JORDAN,  artists’  model,  and  JOHN 
LAING,  eastern  radio  announcer,  given  term 
acting  contracts;  MICHAEL  KANIN,  writer,  wins 
new  contract.  He  is  a brother  of  Director  Garson 
Kanin. 

JOE  PENNER  signs  new  term  contract. 
LEIGH  JASON  given  new  term  directorial  pact. 
IRVING  FINEMAN,  New  York  novelist,  signs 
writing  termer. 

— Republic 

EARL  FELTON  joins  writing  staff,  working  in 
M.  H.  Hoffman’s  production  unit. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

ROBERT  LOWERY,  actor,  held  for  another 
term. 

JOAN  VALERIE  and  MARY  MAGUIRE,  star- 
lets, held  for  extended  terms. 

— Universal 

WILLIAM  W.  WATSON  signs  writing  ticket. 

— Warner  Bros. 

BILL  HOPPER  signs  term  acting  pact,  with 
"Hit  and  Run”  as  his  first  assignment. 

JOHN  LITEL  given  new  term  contract.  His 
next  assignment  is  a featured  role  in  "Nancy 
Drew — Trouble  Shooter.” 
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Progress  Made  on 
Paralysis  Push 


See  Little  Threat  by  Salons 
In  So.  California,  Arizona 


Los  Angeles — From  mid-week  reports 
at  both  Fox  West  Coast  and  Independent 
Theatre  Owners’  headquarters,  the  infan- 
tile paralysis  campaign  in  this  territory 
will  top  last  year’s  mark,  although  neither 
office  could  furnish  more  than  scattered 
figures  on  the  drive,  which  opened  Jan- 
uary 22. 

ITO  spokesmen  explained  tabulation  will 
be  difficult  because  most  independent 
showmen  subscribers  are  conducting  the 
campaign  through  but  one  change  of 
bookings.  Hence  the  drive,  which  offi- 
cially closes  January  29,  will  end  on 
staggered  schedules  throughout  the  week. 

FWC  houses  in  this  area  had,  up  until 
Tuesday  night,  collected  nearly  $26,000 — 
including  first-run  local  takes  and  subse- 
quent-run theatres  in  the  district.  Of  this 
amount  approximately  $5,000  came  from 
local  first-rim  houses.  FWC’s  Alexander, 
in  Glendale,  turned  in  nearly  $300  derived 
from  a special  matinee,  promoted  by  Man- 
ager Lew  Harris,  at  which  a 10-cent  min- 
imum admission  was  charged.  The  Glen- 
dale board  of  education  issued  a special 
bulletin  urging  children  to  cooperate. 

Unaffiliated  showmen  are  clearing  the 
proceeds  through  the  ITO.  Both  FWC  and 
ITO  are,  in  turn,  handing  the  money  over 
to  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  California  chair- 
man of  the  national  campaign. 

24  Features  and  2 Series 
Westerns  by  Majestic 

Los  Angeles  — Majestic  Distributing 
Corp.’s  quota  of  releases  for  the  1939-40 
season  will  include  24  feature  attractions 
and  two  series  of  westerns,  according  to 
word  received  from  the  New  York  office 
by  Hi  Peskay,  local  manager.  Peskay 
pointed  out  that  20  of  the  24  features  on 
the  1938-39  schedule  have  been  released 
and  that  the  balance  will  be  out  by  April, 
and  that  nine  of  the  12  westerns  are  in 
distribution,  the  remainder  to  be  cleaned 
up  before  May. 

Spyros  Skouras  on  West 
Coast  for  Two  Weeks 

Los  Angeles — Spyros  Skouras,  president 
of  National  Theatres,  has  arrived  for  a 
two-week  stay,  making  the  Fox  West  Coast 
offices  his  headquarters.  Skouras  intends 
to  check  up  on  the  status  of  FWC  opera- 
tions in  the  absence  of  his  brother  Charles, 
FWC  president,  who  is  currently  vacation- 
ing in  Greece. 


Re-Check  at  Metro 

Los  Angeles — Albert  Law,  representing 
the  department  of  justice,  has  reactivated 
the  probe  in  connection  with  anti-trust 
violation  complaints  against  majors,  by 
moving  into  the  Metro  exchange  for  a 
re-check.  Indications  are  the  stay  will  be 
short  and  no  other  exchanges  are  to  be 
visited. 


1ID>  IE  M V IE  K 

QHARLES  GILMOUR,  president  of  the 

Theatre  Owners  and  Managers  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Region,  has  returned  from 
trade  practice  conferences  in  New  York. 
He  reports  he  is  satisfied  with  progress 
to  date  . . . Kenneth  E.  Richards,  Granada 
manager,  has  gone  to  California  on  vaca- 
tion, and  Si  Gertz,  Rex  manager,  has 
been  moved  to  the  Granada  by  Civic  The- 
atres. George  Milton  is  now  manager  of 
the  Rex. 

New  officers  of  the  Film  Exchange  Em- 
ployes union  are  Lee  Cronk  of  Paramount, 
president;  Ellsworth  Hays  of  Fox,  vice- 
president;  Elmer  Finch  of  RKO,  treasurer; 
Elsie  Wickstrom  of  National  Screen,  re- 
cording secretary;  Max  Gilbert  of  Co- 
lumbia, business  agent,  and  Paul  Gundy 
of  Warner  Bros.,  sergeant-at-arms. 

C.  A.  Mulock  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  the  Bideawee  and  is  replaced  by  Julian 
Guttierrez  . . . Albert  Coppel,  distributor 
of  Spanish  films,  was  down  with  influenza 
on  his  trip  to  New  Mexico.  He  spent  three 
days  in  bed  in  Santa  Fe  before  coming 
home  to  recuperate. 

Roland  Lutz  of  Denver  Poster  Exchange 
has  returned  from  a New  York  trip  . . . 
The  Hiawatha,  neighborhood  house,  has 
increased  the  run  of  "Grand  Illusion,” 
originally  in  for  four  days,  to  a full  week. 
Robert  Selig,  recently  GB  district  mana- 
ger, is  managing  the  house. 

ITO  Talks  Eastern 
Parleys  on  Draft 

Los  Angeles — Failure  of  the  expected 
rewritten  trade-practice  draft  to  arrive 
from  New  York  relegated  discussion  at 
the  mass  membership  meeting  of  the  In- 
dependent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif, 
and  Ariz.  to  touching  on  highlights  of  the 
recent  eastern  parleys,  despite  the  pres- 
ence at  the  luncheon  of  George  Schaefer 
and  Ned  Depinet,  respectively  president 
and  vice-president  of  RKO  Radio. 

President  A1  Galston  and  Secretary 
Poole,  ITO  delegates  to  the  New  York 
huddles,  briefly  reviewed  their  part  in  the 
conferencesi.  Schaefer  and  Depinet  also 
discussed  the  meeting  from  the  distribu- 
tors’ standpoint. 

Galston  declared  he  expected  a copy  of 
the  draft  before  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
that  upon  its  receipt  a board  of  directors’ 
meeting  would  be  called  to  approve  or 
reject.  Until  that  time,  however,  the  ITO 
leader  declared  he  had  “nothing  definite 
to  report.” 


Los  Angeles  — Exhibition  in  southern 
California  and  Arizona,  according  to  pres- 
ent indications  and,  further,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
and  Fox  West  Coast,  should  be  compara- 
tively free  of  the  usual  annual  barrage 
of  threatened  legislation  when  the  1939 
state  legislature  goes  into  session  early  in 
February. 

At  present  but  one  possible  threat  looms 
— a revised  “chain  store”  tax — and  that  is 
being  scoffed  at  by  FWC,  whom  it  would 
hit  hardest.  At  ITO  headquarters  no 
specific  information  was  forthcoming  as  to 
whether  any  laws  directed  at  exhibition 
were  being  contemplated  either  in  this 
state  or  Arizona,  where  the  legislature  is 
now  in  session. 

Despite  these  optimistic  expressions, 
however,  regarding  a session  free  of  ham- 
pering theatre  legislation,  the  consensus 
of  opinion  of  showmen  in  the  territory — 
predicated  on  past  performances — is  that 
there  is  more  than  likely  to  be  the  cus- 
tomary quota  of  freak  bills  up  for  con- 
sideration when  the  California  solons 
swing  into  action. 

The  lone  existing  threat  was  concocted 
by  Irving  F.  Newton,  a private  citizen  of 
Hollywood,  who  has  requested  Deputy  At- 
torney General  Ward  Sullivan  to  draft  a 
measure  for  introduction  in  the  legisla- 
ture calling  for  that  body  to  issue  a refer- 
endum petition.  Levies  would  be  enforced 
against  all  chain  establishments,  including 
theatre  circuits,  on  a graduating  scale 
which  would  find  FWC,  largest  single 
chain  operator,  paying  out  approximately 
$500,000  annually  on  the  218  houses  it 
controls  in  the  state. 

Its  significance  is  discounted,  however, 
by  W.  H.  LoUier,  in  charge  of  property 
maintenance  and  operations  for  FWC. 
Lollier  predicts  Newton’s  project  will  fail 
to  win  Sullivan’s  approval  and,  further, 
even  if  it  should  go  through  the  necessary 
procedure  and  win  a place  on  the  ballot, 
it  would  probably  be  defeated.  He  pointed 
out  a similar  measure  was  put  to  the  vote 
in  1936 — although  theatres  were  not  in- 
cluded in  its  scope — and  that  it  was  de- 
feated at  that  time. 


Michael  Mindlin  Will 
Handle  "Ballerina" 

Los  Angeles — “Ballerina,”  a French  fUm 
starring  Mia  Slaveriska,  will  be  state - 
righted  on  the  Pacific  Coast  by  Michael 
Mindlin,  who  is  in  from  New  York  and 
headquartering  at  the  Hollywood  Roose- 
velt Hotel.  Mindlin  handled  the  state- 
rights  on  “Ballerina”  some  months  ago. 


Bandits  Miss  $500 

Los  Angeles — Harvey  Levenson,  mana- 
ger of  the  Cozy  Theatre  on  Main  St.,  is 
congratulating  himself.  Bandits  who  blew 
open  the  safe  escaped  with  $9  in  pennies 
and  $11  in  stamps,  but  overlooked  $500. 
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JOE  DOAKS 

= H I 
did  we  do 
wRON<s";l 


A MOVIE, 
QUIZ  HJT/ 


coNoirrai 


TO  OUR  BROTHERS! 

{and  Some  Sisteri) 

Season’s  Greetings  to  you  all, 

But  WE  are  about  to  bawl, 

Because  in  the  poorhouse  we  res'de. 
Lost  our  Show,  our  Dough,  our  Pride. 
They  said.  Be  patient  and  do  not 
cuss" — 

But  this  is  what  the  movie  quii  did 


Gagging  the  Quiz — 

This  photograph  was  dispatched  to  their  friends  m the  trade  by  Ned  Edris 
(left),  general  manager  of  the  Hamrick- Edris  Theatres,  Tacoma,  and  Bill 
Connor,  assistant  to  Edris.  Note  well  the  copy  in  the  panel  at  the  left. 
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laiid  for  a regional  meeting  of  Radio 
Pictures  . . . Joe  Reddy  in  from  Holly- 
wood to  exploit  ‘‘Tail  Spin”  for  Fox. 

L.  O.  Lukan  and  his  wife  doing  some 
heavy  entertaining  for  a large  crowd  at 
their  home  at  Haller  Lake  . . . The  Palm 
Theatre  is  no  more.  It  is  now  replaced 
with  a clothing  store  . . . Evelyn  Oxtoby 
in  the  hospital  recovering  from  an  opera- 
tion . . . Bud  Moran,  writing  from  Okla- 
homa City,  tells  that  Carl  Peppercorn  ar- 
rived safe  and  sound  and  is  getting  ac- 
quainted very  fast. 

The  Sarn  Milners  and  the  Roy  Peacocks 
celebratmg  their  wedding  anniversaries, 
the  eighth  for  the  Milners  and  the  first 
for  the  Peacocks  . . . Joe  and  Minnie  Danz 
celebrated  their  wedding  and  birthday  an- 
niversaries the  same  day.  It  was  the  25th 
ivedding  date  for  them. 

Harry  Rhoades  of  the  Woodland  Theatre 
in  Woodland,  giving  the  Seattle  Row  the 
once  over  . . . Charlie  Grieme  and  his  fam- 
ily here  from  Wenatchee  . . . Cecil  Gwinn 
in  from  Centralia  and  introducing  Elroy 
McCaw,  manager  of  the  Centralia-Che- 
halis  radio  station  KELA,  owned  by  Cecil 
. . . Arlene  Lindstrom  up  from  Yelm  visit- 
ing her  sister,  Mrs.  Dwight  Spracher  . . . 
Tommy  Cleary,  traveling  auditor  for  20th 
Century-Pox  giving  the  books  the  good 
going  over  here. 

Five  large  stage  productions  will  be 
booked  for  Seattle  this  season  if  Spokane 
and  Portland  cooperate  by  offermg  a the- 
atre for  these  shows.  The  advisory  board 
of  the  lATSE  local  is  holding  meetings  to 
discuss  means  of  bringing  more  flesh 
shotvs  to  the  Northwest. 


^RAND  weather  for  this  time  of  the 
year.  Here  it  is,  three  parts  of  Janu- 
ary gone  and  the  Husky  crews  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Washington  are  out  getting  in 
a few  licks  for  the  coming  season.  This 
gives  the  boys  from  the  Northwest  two  or 
three  months’  jump  on  the  eastern  crews 
. . . Mrs.  Ida  Burnett,  mo'^her  of  the 
famous  Tiny  Burnett,  passed  away  a few 
days  ago.  Tiny  for  years  was  the  orches- 
tra leader  in  the  good  old  days  of  Or- 
pheum  vaudeville.  He  is  now  in  the  music 
department  at  Universal  studios  in  Holly- 
wood. Meyer,  his  brother,  is  still  an  orches- 
tra leader  at  the  Palomar  Theatre  here 
and  also  conducts  a jewelry  store. 

Betty  Pritchard,  secretary  to  Frank 
Christie  of  Evergreen  Theatres,  was  un- 
animously elected  president  of  the  Clear- 
brook  Hunt  Club.  She  becomes  the  club's 
first  feminine  president  . . . George  S77iith, 
district  77ianager  for  Para77iou7it , spe7it  a 
few  days  here  the7i  07i  to  Salt  Lake  . . . 
A7iother  spotted  07i  the  Row  was  Sta7i 
Gustafso7i,  for7ner  ad-sales  77ia7iager  for 
Para7nou7it  both  here  a7id  at  Portla7id. 
For  the  past  few  77io7iths  he  has  bee?; 
7na7iagi7ig  theatres  m Sale77i.  Ore. 

Wakefield  and  Harrison  have  set  Febru- 


Burch “SUPER  SHOWMAN”  Facts 

Lots  of  converts  this  year  folks,  and  they’re 
all  happy  and  smiling. 

‘Thej’ve  rent  iiiMiraiue  now” 

POPCORN  SMITH.  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 


ary  1 as  the  opening  date  for  their  new 
Pix  Theatre  in  Columbia  City  . . . Frank 
Clark,  Paramount  manager  in  Portland, 
has  been  transferred  to  Milwaukee  and  is 
succeeded  by  A1  Anderson  who  was  trans- 
fered  from  Sioux  Falls  . . . Jack  Ander- 
son, formerly  with  the  Danz  circuit  and 
with  Universal  Pictures,  has  been  ap- 
pointed booker  for  Universal  in  Salt  Lake. 

Ji77i  Cle77i77ier’s  77iother  celebratmg  her 
90th  birthday.  Jim,  7iow  with  the  Fifth 
Ave.  Theatre,  for77ierly  operated  his  own 
houses  under  his  own  7ia77ie  . . . Gordo7i 
Morris  of  the  B.  F.  Shearer  staff  was  m 
Billmgs,  Mo7it.,  waitmg  to  spend  the  week- 
e7id  with  his  mother,  whe7i  he  received 
ivord  that  she  was  aboard  the  airliner  that 
crashed  m that  vicmity.  Gordo7i  had  not 
see7i  his  mother  m several  years. 

The  William  FitzHenry’s  have  named 
their  new  son,  born  New  Year’s  Day, 
Daniel  . . . Ray  Olmsted,  executive  of 
Monogram  Pictures,  here  from  Los 
Angeles  conferring  with  Al  Goldstein, 
Northwest  head  of  the  outfit  . . . Al 
Rosenberg,  still  on  the  mend,  has  left  for 
a month’s  vacation  in  California  . . . Al 
O’Keefe,  coast  division  head  for  Universal, 
spending  a few  days  here  but  will  be  back 
in  Los  Angeles  by  the  time  you  read  this. 

Madge  Spear  back  froin  St.  Louis  where 
she  has  bee??  visiting  for  the  past  couple 
of  mo7iths  . . . Frank  and  Flore7ice  Giles, 
S071  a7id  daughter-in-law  of  Edith  Giles, 
ynoving  to  Everett,  where  Frank  joins 
ha7ids  with  a new  firm  . . . Eddie  Lamb, 
Jack  Burk,  and  Louis  Goldsmith  to  Port- 


Another  at  Universal 
With  W.  C.  Fields 

Hollywood — Universal  makes  another 
comedy  with  W.  C.  Fields,  to  follow  “You 
Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man,’’  with  Lester 
Cowan  again  handling  the  production 
reins.  An  April  1 start  has  been  tenta- 
tively set.  Fields’  current  feature  being 
nearly  completed. 


^AILT  ILAMIIilE 

JJAROLD  GREEN,  on  the  Columbia  sales 
staff  here,  is  the  proud  father  of  a 
boy  . . . D.  E.  Pratt,  Columbia’s  traveling 
auditor,  after  spending  some  time  here, 
leaves  soon  for  Los  Angeles. 

Eddie  S7nythe,  for77ierly  local  U7iiversal 
booker  and  assistant  exchange  manager, 
has  resigned.  Smythe  has  joined  Mercury 
exchange  as  a salesman  . . . Eddie  Lloyd 
is  now  traveling  the  Idaho  territory  for 
U7iiversal.  Coming  here  from  Denver,  he 
succeeds  Fred  Talbot. 

Fred  Farley,  formerly  with  FWC  in 
Denver,  is  now  assistant  manager  of  the 
local  Mercury  exchange  . . . Another  audi- 
tor here,  but  he  at  United  Artists,  was 
Leo  Adler. 

Personnel  of  the  Sheffield- Republic  ex- 
change here  is  aiixiotisly  awaiting  moving 
date  mto  bigger  and  newer  quarters  at 
214  E.  First  St.  J.  T.  Sheffield  is  coming 
m from  Denver  for  the  occasion. 
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■yiSITORS:  Bob  Leonard,  of  the  Pala 
Theatre,  Escondido  . . . Bill  Zimmerman, 
of  the  Lynwood,  Lynwood  . . . J.  W, 
Thomas,  up  from  the  Globe,  San  Pedro  . . . 
J.  E.  Poynter,  operator  of  the  San  Cle- 
mente in  San  Clemente  . . . J.  W.  Bace, 
Roxy,  Ford  City  . . . Charles  Walker  of 
the  Walker’s  State  and  Princess  theatres 
in  Santa  Ana. 

Kurt  Laemmle  weekended  in  Palm 
Springs.  He  operates  the  Glassell  and 
Franklin  theatres  . . . Western  States 
Theatre  Supply  (Sam  Blowitz  and  Jack 
Stevens)  has  moved  into  new  and  larger 
quarters  in  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg.  . . . 

B.  F.  Shearer,  head  of  the  supply  com- 
pany hearing  his  name,  is  in  at  the  local 
office  for  a few  days,  accompanied  hy  his 
wife  . . . Marian  Stack — in  private  life 
Mrs.  Guy  Dawson — resigned  as  Al  O’Keefe’s 
secretary  at  Universal  and  hereafter,  she 
says,  will  devote  her  time  to  being  a house- 
wife. She  was  married  last  spring. 

Cress  Smith,  RKO  Radio’s  western  divi- 
sion sales  manager,  paid  a one-day  visit 
at  the  exchange.  He  met  with  the  local 
sales  force  to  discuss  progress  of  the  cur- 
rent George  Schaefer  drive,  then  planed 
out  for  Dallas  . . . Along  with  the  book- 
ing of  “Nation  of  Flame,”  a Treasure  pro- 
duction distributed  by  Majestic,  into  Harry 
Popkin’s  Million  Dollar  Theatre,  opening 
January  26,  Majestic’s  sales  manager.  Hi 
Peskay,  arranged  to  have  the  picture’s 
cast  appear  in  an  hour-and-a-half  show. 
Peskay  claims  it  is  the  first  time  the  stunt 
has  been  tried  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

Tom,  the  Filmrow  bootblack,  expresses 
the  desire  that  henceforth  certain  prac- 
tical jokers — headed  by  a certain  manager 
of  a certain  local  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
change— make  him  the  recipient  of  more 
shine  business  and  less  monkey  business 
. . . Bill  Kohler  of  Selected  Pictures,  is  re- 
ceiving congratulations  on  the  new  suit 
which  he  purchased,  at  a great  saving, 
during  a recent  San  Francisco  business 
trip. 

Visitors;  Nate  Boasberg  of  the  Ritz 
Theatre,  Inglewood  . . . George  Halligan, 
who  operates  the  Liberty  in  Blythe,  Ariz. 

Funeral  services  were  being  arranged  for 

C.  A.  Burnham,  associated  with  Hal  Mor- 
ris in  the  Dixie  Theatre,  who  died  sud- 
denly January  18. 

A.  E.  Jackson,  western  sales  manager 
for  Photophone,  has  returned  from  Cam- 
den, N.  J.,  and  New  York,  where  he  at- 
tended business  sessions  . . . Maury  Hawk- 
ins has  been  added  to  the  Temple-Ver- 
mont  Theatre  staff  as  booker  and  man- 
ager. 

A.  E.  Graham  has  terminated  an  eight- 
year  association  with  Cabart  Theatres, 
Inc.,  of  Long  Beach,  and  moves  in  Febru- 
ary 1 as  general  manager  of  the  new  Polar 
Rink  in  that  city  . . . Robert  Poole,  gen- 
eral secretary  of  the  Independent  Theatre 
Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz.,  is  nursing, 
a severe  cold,  contracted  during  his  recent 
trip  east. 

Visitors:  Bob  Elder  of  the  Arlington 


Theatre,  Arlington;  Claude  Davis,  Se- 
ville, Inglewood;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Dodge,  Mission,  Ventura;  Vincent  Russo, 
Casino,  San  Diego;  Bob  Stillwell,  Grizzly, 
Big  Bear  Lake;  Charlie  Olds,  Grande,  Ar- 
royo Grande;  Merrill  Shapiro,  La  Habra, 
La  Habra. 

Irving  Rutte7iberg  has  been  transferred 
from  the  New  York  office  as  Columbia’s 
new  booker  . . . Eddie  Cruea  replaces  Larry 
Beckman  as  booker  at  Majestic,  combin- 
ing that  task  with  his  chore  as  poster 
clerk. 

Justin  LaFount,  of  the  Forum  Theatre, 
Barstow,  in  booking.  Also  Dave  Rector  of 
the  Ebell,  Long  Beach  . . . Filmrow  friends 
of  Bill  Woodworth,  operator  of  the  Bel- 
mont Theatre,  Belmont  Shores,  are  ex- 
tending their  condolences.  His  mother  died 
this  week  after  a long  illness  and  was 
buried  in  Whittier  . . . After  a year  as 
manager  of  the  Washington  Theatre, 
Robert  Mason  has  resigned  to  join  Lou 
O’Brasky  as  Pacific  Coast  franchise  holder 
for  Pye  Television,  Ltd.,  of  London,  manu- 
facturers and  marketers  of  commercial 
sight-and-sound  broadcasting  equipment. 
Frank  Johnson,  foi’merly  of  the  Uptown, 
Pasadena,  succeeds  Mason  in  the  Wash- 
ington Theatre  spot. 

"Tailspin"  Premiere  Is 
Set  lor  San  Diego 

San  Diego,  Cal.  — “Tailspin,”  the  20th 
Century-Fox  production  starring  Alice  Faye 
and  Constance  Bennett,  was  to  be  given 
its  world  premiere  at  the  Fox  Theatre  Fri- 
day evening,  with  several  of  the  picture’s 
stars  and  production  executives  attend- 
ing. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

"Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


QORDEN  CRADDOCK  of  Universal’s 
Portland  office  making  one  of  his 
periodic  trips  to  Medford  and  back  . . . 
Mrs.  Elaine  Fm’long  on  the  Row  after  tak- 
ing over  the  interests  of  Ed  Randall  in 
Heppner  and  Condon  . . . Denzel  Piercy  of 
Waitsburg  and  Prineville  doing  the  ex- 
changes . . . Mrs.  E.  A.  Hartman  of  Esta- 
cada  back  from  her  trip  to  England  and 
again  being  efficient. 

Walter  Tibbetts  buying  a quantity  of 
color  film  for  a motion  picture  camera  to 
be  used  on  a six  months’  trip  to  the  South 
Sea  Islaiids.  He  left  first  for  Sa^i  Fran- 
cisco and  intends  to  visit  Shanghai,  Samoa 
and  Australia  amoiig  other  places.  John 
Stille  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  his 
house,  the  Graiiada  of  Portland,  during 
his  absence. 

Bob  White  asking  Johnny  Harvey  about 
a wire  from  the  latter’s  central  office  . . . 
Sammy  Siegel  in  from  Seattle  and  doing 
his  best  to  make  everyone  conscious  of 
“The  Duke  of  West  Point”  . . . George 
W.  Gould  of  Dallas,  Ray  Henderson  of 
Albany,  and  S.  E.  Meyers  of  Beaverton 
being  visitors  on  the  Row  . . . Jack 
O'Bryan,  UA  salesman,  back  in  Portland 
after  a trip  to  Seattle. 

W.  F.  Myric  of  Portland’s  Rio  Thea- 
tre back  on  the  Row  after  a brief  ill- 
ness . . . Frank  Clark  leaving  for  Los  An- 
geles a7id  the7i  for  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  to  re- 
place Walter  Wie7is,  resig7ied  . . . “Kap” 
Kulm  of  Leba7i07i,  George  Mosteller  of 
Westport,  Joh7i  Taggert  of  Ver7i07ua  a7id 
W.  A.  Long  of  Orego7i  City  07i  the  visitors’ 
list. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers” 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

“THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

^ A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ^ 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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SJn  I'ltQ  Alak 


STARTING 

WELL  ALONG 

COMPLETED 

PivANE  NO.  4 — Richard  Barthelmess,  Jean  Ar- 
thur, Cary  Grant,  Rita  Hayworth,  John  Car- 
roll.  Producer:  Howard  Hawks.  Director: 

Howard  Hawks.  Screenplay:  Jules  Purthman, 
William  Rankin,  Eleanore  Griffin. 

OUTSIDE  THESE  AVALLS  — Dolores  Costello, 
Michael  Whalen,  Virginia  Weidler,  Don  Beddoe, 
Charles  Halton,  Pierre  Watkin,  Tommy  Bupp. 
Producer:  Ralph  Cohn.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 

BLONDIE  MEETS  THE  BOSS  — Arthur  Lake, 
Penny  Singleton,  Larry  Simms,  Jonathan  Hale, 
Inez  Courtney,  Eddie  Acuff.  Producer:  Robert 
Sparks.  Director:  Frank  R.  Strayer.  Original; 
Chic  Young.  Screenplay:  Richard  Flourno*'. 

2 
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Cl^KIO  CIPHKK — Leon  Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters, 
Adrienne  Ames,  John  Smart,  Weldon  Heyburn, 
Si  Wills,  William  Von  Brincken.  Producer: 
Franklyn  Warner  (Fine  Arts).  Director:  Charles 
Laniont.  Original  Screenplay:  Arthur  Hoerl. 


KHYTHM  RIDES  THE  RANGE— Tex  Fletcher, 
Joan  Barclay,  Ralph  Peters,  Reed  Howes.  Pro- 
ducer: Sam  Newfield.  Director:  Sam  Newfield. 
Original:  Ted  Richmond.  Screenplay:  Fred  My- 
ton. 


^ GONE  WITH  THE  WIND — Vivien  Leigh,  Clark 
S Gable,  Leslie  Howard.  Olivia  de  Havilland, 

0 Laura  Hope  Crews.  Producer:  David  O.  Selz- 

• nick.  Director:  George  Cukor.  Original:  Mar- 

S garet  Mitchell.  Screenplay:  Sidney  Howard. 


O ROYS'  REFORMATORY’' — Frankie  Darro,  Lillian 
g Elliott,  Producer:  Llndsley  Parsons.  Director: 

O Howard  Bretherton.  Original  Screenplay:  Wel- 

2 lyn  Totman. 


TARZAN  IN  EXILE — Johnny  Weissmuller,  Mau- 
reen O’Sullivan,  Henry  Wilcoxon,  Johnnie  Shef- 
field, Ian  Hunter,  Frieda  Inescort.  Producer: 
Sam,  Zimbalist.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 
Original:  Edgar  Rice  Burroughs. 

DR.  KILDARE'S  MISTAKE — Lew  Ayres,  Lionel 
Barrymore.  Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director: 
Harold  Bucquet. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  MR.  WONG  — Boris  Kar- 
loff, Craig  Reynolds,  Grant  W^ithers,  Dorothy 
Tree,  Ivan  Lebedeff,  Morgan  Wallace.  Producer: 
William  T.  Lackey.  Director:  William  Nigh. 
Original:  Hugh  Wiley.  Screenplay:  Scott  Darling. 


SKY  riRATE — John  Trent,  Milburn  Stone,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  Jason  Robards,  Polly  Ann 
Young.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern.  Director: 
George  Waggner.  Original:  Hal  Forrest.  Screen- 
play; Paul  Schofield,  Joseph  West. 


H 

& GKACIE  AI^LEN  MUKDEK  CASE— Grade  Allen, 
O Warren  William,  Kent  Taylor,  Jerome  Cowan, 
2 Donald  MacBride,  Judith  Barrat,  Horace  Mac- 
5 Mahon.  Producer:  George  Arthur.  Director: 
(H  Alfred  E.  Green.  Original:  s.  S.  Van  Dine. 

< 
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MAN  ABOVT  TOWN — Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Edward  Arnold,  Betty  Grable,  Phil  Har- 
ri.s,  Kay  Linaker,  Producer;  Arthur  Hornblow 
Jr.  Director:  Mark  Sandrich.  Original;  Benn 
W.  Levy.  Screenplay:  Allan  Scott. 

BEAU  GE.STE — Gary  Cooper,  Ray  Milland,  Susan 
Hayward,  Harold  Huber,  Robert  Preston. 
Broderick  Crawford,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  Brian 
Donlevy.  Producer:  William  Wellman.  Director: 
William  Wellman.  Original:  P.  C.  Wren.  Screen- 
play: Robert  Carson. 


o 
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THE  STOKY  OF  VERNON  AND  IRENE  CASTLE 

— Fred  Astaire,  Ginger  Rogers,  Edna  May 
Oliver,  Walter  Brennan,  Victor  Varconi,  Leonid 
Kinsky,  Robert  Strange,  Jack  Carson,  Donald 
McBride,  Esther  Muir.  Producer:  George 
Haight.  Idrector:  Henry  Potter. 

I‘IC.\RI)Y  MAX  — James  Ellison,  Robert  Kent, 
Helen  Wood,  John  Wray,  Brandon  Tynan,  June 
Clayworth,  Joseph  Crehan.  Producer:  Cliff 
Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Original;  Har- 
old Shumate.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate, 
David  Silverstein. 


o 

^ ROUGH  RIDER  PATROL  • — • Roy  Rogers,  Mary 
W Hart,  George  Meeker,  Raymond  Hatton,  Doro- 
g thy  Sebastian.  Producer:  Joe  Kane.  Director: 

y Joe  Kane.  Original  Screenplay:  Jack  Natteford. 


MAN  OF  CON(iUEST— Richard  Dix,  Gail  Pat- 
rick. Edward  Ellis,  George  Hayes,  Ralph  Mor- 
gan, Joan  Fontaine,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Max  Ter- 
hune.  Producer:  Sol  C.  Siegel.  Director:  George 
Nicholls  jr.  Screenplay;  Harold  Shumate,  Mary 
McCall  jr. 


THE  HIGGINS  FAMILY  NO.  2— James  Gleason. 
Lucile  Gleason,  Russell  Gleason,  Harry  Daven- 
port, Tommy  Ryan,  Mary  Hart.  Producer:  Sol 
Siegel.  Director:  Gus  Meins.  Screenplay:  M. 
Coates  Webster. 


THE  GORILLA — The  Ritz  Brothers.  Peter  Lorre, 
Lionel  Atwill,  Wally  Vernon.  Producer:  Harry 
Joe  Brown.  Director:  Allan  Dwan.  Original: 
P Ralph  Spence.  Screenplay:  Rian  James,  Sid 

^ Silvers. 

X STANLEY'  AND  LIVINGSTONE — Spencer  Tracy, 
g Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Greene,  Walter  Brennan, 

M Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke.  Producer:  Kenneth  Mac- 

gowan.  Director:  Henry  King.  Screenplay: 
Julien  Josephson,  Philip  Dunne. 


THE  MAN  IN  THE  IKON  MASK— Louis  Hay- 
^ ward,  Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William.  Producer: 
& Edward  Small.  Director:  James  Whale.  Original: 
Alexander  Dumas.  Screenplay:  George  Bruce. 


ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE — Alice  Faye. 
A1  Jolson,  Douglas  Fowley,  Tyrone  Power,  Marie 
Wilson,  E.  E.  Clive.  Producer:  Nunnally  John- 
son. Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth.  Screenplay: 
Nunnally  Johnson. 

NEWS  IS  MADE  AT  NIGHT — Preston  Foster, 
Lynn  Bari,  George  Barbier,  Russell  Gleason. 
Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel.  Director;  A1  Werker. 
Original  Screenplay;  John  Larkin. 


WUTHEKING  HEIGHTS — Laurence  Olivier.  Merle 
Oberon,  Flora  Robson,  Geraldine  Fitzgerald, 
Cecil  Humphreys,  Romaine  Callender.  Pro- 
ducer: Samuel  Goldwyn.  Director:  William 

Wyler.  Original:  Emily  Bronte.  Screenplay: 
Ben  Hecht,  Charles  MacArthur. 


RISKY  BUSINESS  — George  Murphy,  Dorothea 
Kent.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly.  Director:  Arthur 
Lubin.  Original  Screenplay:  Charles  Grayson. 


YOU  CAN’T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN— W.  C. 
Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy,  Prin- 
cess Baba,  Frank  Jenks,  Grady  Sutton,  John 
Arledge,  Ivan  Lebedeff.  Producer:  Lester  Cowan. 
Director:  George  Marshall.  Original:  Charles 
Boyle.  Screenplay:  Charles  Boyle. 

EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN— Bing  Crosby,  Joan 
Blondell.  Mischa  Auer,  Jerome  Cowan,  Pro- 
ducer: Herb  Polesie.  Director;  David  Butler. 
Screenplay:  William  Conselman. 


CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY— Edward  G. 
Robinson,  George  Sanders,  Francis  Lederer,  Paul 
Lukas.  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Ana- 
tole  Litvak.  Screenplay:  Milton  Krims,  Leon 
Turrou. 


HERO  FOR  A DAY — Jane  Bryan,  Charlie  Grape- 
win,  Janet  Chapnaan,  Henry  O’Neill,  Elisabeth 
Risdon,  Dickie  Jones,  James  McCalliom.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Lew  Seiler.  Screen- 
play: Lee  ICatz. 


B&K  WEL  ATTEMPT  TO  SHOW  PLAINTIFFS  IN 
CLEARANCE  SUIT  SUFFERED  NO  REAL  DAMAGE 


Oriental  Theatre 
Shifts  Polici] 

Chicago — With,  business,  off  at  the  Ori- 
ental Theatre  the  last  few  weeks,  Jones, 
Linick  & Schaefer  this  week  went  to  two 
features  and  vaudeville,  supplanting  the 
single  feature-vaude  policy  they  have  fol- 
lowed since  the  house  opened  under  their 
management. 

The  initial  two  features  were  Repub- 
lic’s “Mysterious  Miss  X,”  and  Columbia’s 
“Smashing  the  Spy  Ring.”  The  same  five 
acts  of  vaudeville  policy  plus  Verne  Buck 
and  his  orchestra  continued,  though  the 
line  of  16  girls  were  dropped.  Scores  of 
protests  were  received  on  the  dropping 
of  the  line,  which  has  been  intact  since 
J-L-S  opened  the  State-Lake  five  years 
ago.  When  they  took  over  the  Oriental 
after  relinquishing  the  State-Lake  to  B&K, 
they  retained  the  line  under  the  tutelage 
of  Dolly  Niggemeir. 

J-L-S,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  will 
maintain  the  price  schedule  of  the  Ori- 
ental, which  is  40  cents  top  during  the 
week,  and  55  cents  top  on  Saturday, 
Sunday  and  holidays.  However,  it  is  un- 
derstood the  musicians  have  been  given 
the  usual  four-week  notice  of  a slice  in 
scale,  meaning  that  J-L-S  is  considering 
as  another  alternative  to  bolster  attend- 
ance a drop  in  price  to  40  cents  top,  in- 
cluding Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Such  a drop  would  put  the  Oriental 
back  on  a price,  as  well  as  entertainment, 
competitive  basis  with  the  State-Lake. 
The  latter  has  been  on  a 40-cent  top 
ever  since  B&K  reopened  it  on  Christmas 
eve.  With  a policy  of  single  “B”  features 
and  seven  to  eight  acts  of  vaude  weekly, 
the  State-Lake  has  been  doing  outstand- 
ing business,  outdrawing  all  the  other 
vaude-film  houses  in  the  loop,  including 
the  Chicago. 

Patrons  File  Out  Saiely 
During  Blaze  in  Pana 

Paha,  III. — -One  hundred  matinee  pat- 
rons of  the  Palace  Theatre  here  filed 
quietly  from  the  building  when  two  reels 
of  film  caught  fire  in  the  projection  booth 
and  filled  the  building  with  smoke. 

Homer  Payne,  operating  the  machines, 
singed  his  forehead  and  cut  a hand  when 
the  film  he  was  rewinding  took  fire. 

The  blaze  was  confined  to  the  projec- 
tion booth  and  damage  was  estimated  at 
$200.  Show  was  res,umed  in  the  evening. 


Swerling  to  Script 
Hollywood— Samuel  Goldwyn  has  as- 
signed Joe  Swerling  to  script  “The  Last 
Frontier,”  Gary  Cooper  starrer. 


Need  Rental  Agency 
For  Storms 

Chicago — ^The  WPA  Federal  Theatre 
project  her©  is  planning  to  seek  the  use 
of  the  sound  track  of  Sam  Goldwyn's 
'The  Hurricane"  for  sound  effects  to 
be  used  in  the  forthcoming  production 
of  'The  Big  Blow,"  a story  of  Florido's 
''cracker  folk."  The  sound  track  was 
used  in  the  New  York  production. 

Vic  Sutherland  will  direct  and  Hal 
Eopel  is  designing  the  sets  and  elab- 
orate wind  mochinery  to  be  used  in  the 
production. 

Wage-Hour  Bill  in 
Wis.  Assembly 

Madison,  Wis. — The  Tehan  wage  and 
hour  bill,  patterned  after  the  federal  act, 
has  been  introduced  in  the  state  assem- 
bly here. 

The  measure  provides  for  a minimum 
wage  of  25  cents  an  hour  for  the  first  year 
the  act  becomes  effective:  a minimum  of 
30  cents  for  the  next  six  years  and  a 
minimum  of  40  cents  after  that.  Maximum 
hours  per  week  for  the  first  year  are  44, 
with  a 42-hour  week  the  second  year  and 
a 40-hour  week  thereafter. 

The  bill  would  become  effective  120  days 
after  publication  and  would  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  industrial  commission. 


Herb  Elisburg  Relieved 
Of  His  Heavy  Duties 

Chicago — Herb  Elisburg,  who  has  been 
seriously  ill,  has  been  relieved  of  heavy 
duties  as  manager  of  the  Woods  Theatre, 
and  has  been  assigned  by  Essaness  to 
supervise  the  north  side  houses  of  the 
circuit.  He  exchanges  posts  with  Ed 
Nikodem,  who  goes  to  the  Woods. 

New  assistants  at  the  Woods  will  be 
Walter  Johnson,  coming  from  the  Sheri- 
dan, and  Sam  Dart,  coming  from  the 
Devon.  Sam  Springer  moves  to  the  Devon. 

Elisburg  will  headquarter  at  the  Sheri- 
dan 'Theatre. 

What  policy  the  Woods  will  pursue  now 
is  uncertain.  Since  it  was  taken  over  in 
September  by  Essaness,  it  has  been  oper- 
ated as  an  exploitation  house  playing 
product  all  the  way  from  first  to  last  run. 
It  is  thought  Essaness  may  experiment 
after  a while  with  a general  C-week  or 
first-week-of-release  run,  using  two  fea- 
tures, without  special  exploitation. 


Circuit  Attorneys  to  Ask 
Dismissal  of  Action 
By  Independents 

Chicago — Dismissal  of  the  entire  inde- 
pendent clearance  suit  against  the  Bala- 
ban  & Katz  circuit  will  be  sought  on  the 
ground  that  the  plaintiffs  have  shown  no 
actual  damages  and,  therefore,  have  no 
recourse  under  the  anti-trust  laws,  Rob- 
ert Golding,  B&K  attorney,  said  at  the 
hearing  here  Wednesday  on  the  independ- 
ents’ motion  to  hmit  the  scope  of  deposi- 
tions. 

Continued  to  February  10,  the  motion 
to  limit  the  extent  to  which  defendant  at- 
torneys may  delve  into  the  financial  affairs 
of  plaintiffs  in  taking  their  depositions, 
claims  that  John  Balaban  threatened  to 
have  the  independents’  books  examined  if 
the  clearance  case  was  started.  Independ- 
ents claim  if  profits  are  disclosed,  B&K 
may  seek  to  build  opposition  houses  and 
distributors  will  increase  film  rentals. 

The  defendant  motion  to  postpone  be- 
yond February  3 the  taking  of  depositions 
by  independent  attorneys  of  Morris  Leon- 
ard, Joseph  Kaufman  and  major  branch 
managers  was  denied. 


A Cold  Spell  Tumbles 
"Takes"  in  Chicago 

Chicago — The  severe  cold  spell  over  the 
weekend  hurt  grosses  throughout  the  ter- 
ritory, with  the  loop  affected  as.  much 
as  the  subsequent  run  houses. 

With  Tony  Martin  on  the  stage  and 
RKO’s  surprise  hit  of  the  season,  “The 
Great  Man  Votes,”  on  the  screen,  the 
RKO  Palace  led  the  loop.  All  the  other 
houses  did  below  par,  due,  of  course,  to 
Old  Man  Winter’s  interference. 


Kaufman  and  Stahl  Open 
In  ShelbyvilleM  Ind. 

Shelbyville,  Ind. — Nate  Kaufman  and 
Max  Stahl  have  opened  the  newly  com- 
pleted Ritz  Theatre  here. 

Rube  Levine  of  Chicago  set  a mark  for 
contractors  to  shoot  at  when  he  completed 
the  640-seat  house  from  the  ground  up  in 
nine  weeks  and  three  days.  This  included 
all  decorations  and  complete  outfitting  of 
the  house. 


Film  Council  Elects 

Pond  du  Lac,  Wis. — Mrs.  Francis  V.  Ma- 
silko  has  been  re-elected  president  of  the 
Fond  du  Lac  Better  Films  Council.  Other 
officers  named  are  Mrs.  Joseph  Heitz,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Russel  Terrill,  secretary, 
and  Mrs.  Dana  C.  Lamb,  treasurer. 
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Kirsch  Named  West  Central 
V.  P.  by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole 


Chicago — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  new  Allied 
national  president,  discussed  the  recent 
trade  practice  conference  in  Washington 
before  the  Allied  of  Illinois  board  meet- 
ing on  Monday,  as  he  stopped  off  here  on 
his  way  to  Dallas. 

Cole  at  the  same  time  announced  the 
appointment  of  Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Allied 
president,  as  vice-president  of  the  west 
central  states  division  of  national  Allied. 

Both  Cole  and  Kirsch  had  no  comment 
to  make  on  the  proposed  divorcement 
measure  that  may  be  introduced  during 
this  session  of  the  Illinois  legislature  in 
Springfield. 

The  current  suit  against  B&K  and  the 
majors  was  also  discussed,  with  the  inde- 
pendent attorneys,  Joseph  Rosenberg  and 
Aaron  Stein,  both  present.  Agreement  was 
reached  on  the  context  of  the  petition  to 
be  presented  sometime  this  week  in  fed- 
eral court  asking  Judge  James  Wilkerson 
to  limit  the  questioning  of  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  by  defense  attorneys  dur- 
ing the  taking  of  depositions,  in  order 
that  direct  questions  on  profit  and  loss 
and  examination  of  the  plaintiffs’  books 
will  not  be  permitted. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  determined  by  the 
independents  to  start  taking  depositions 
of  the  defendants  during  the  coming  week. 
These  depositions,  too,  will  be  taken  be- 
fore a master  in  chancery. 

Allied  of  Illinois  directors  attending  the 
meeting  were  Ludwig  Sussman,  Ben  Bar- 
tlestein,  Richard  Salkin,  Harry  Reckas, 
Ben  Lasker,  Verne  Langdon,  Jack  Rose, 
Harry  Nepo,  Sinuel  Roberts,  Van  Nomikos, 
and  Abe  Gumbiner. 

A visitor  at  the  meeting  for  a time  was 
H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  theatre  relations 
for  RKO  Pictures,  who  was  accompany- 
ing Colonel  Cole  to  Dallas. 


Warner  Patriotic  Shorts 
At  Americanism  Meet 

Chicago — All  patriotic  shorts  produced 
by  Warner  will  be  used  on  the  program  of 
the  Conclave  on  Democracy  and  Ameri- 
canism in  Milwaukee  during  Americanism 
Week  of  National  Defense  Week,  Feb- 
ruary 12  to  21.  More  than  3,000  young 
people  of  all  groups,  including  AZA  of 
the  B’nai  B’rith,  CYO,  Demolay  and  other 
orders,  will  attend. 

Ben  Glass  of  the  B’nai  B’rith  organiza- 
tion in  Milwaukee  is  in  charge  of  the  pro- 
gram and  entertainment. 

Chicago  Nearing  Quota 
For  Relugee  Fund 

Chicago — The  industry  total  for  the 
Jewish  Welfare  Fund  drive  for  refugees 
was  near  the  $90,000  mark  this  week,  with 
the  quota  of  $100,000  expected  to  be 
reached  shortly. 

Additional  meetings  were  to  be  held  this 
week  for  both  executives  and  employes, 
in  a final  attempt  to  raise  the  last  $10,000. 


He'd  Like  a Band — 

Chicago — Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th  Century- 
Fox  branch  manager  here,  is  shown  on  the 
left,  with  Tony  Martin,  singing  star  of 
20ith-Fox,  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  as 
Martin  paused  in  Chicago  en  route  to  the 
studio  for  more  film  work.  Martin  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  Alice  Faye,  and 
both  left  on  the  Santa  Fe  Chief  over  the 
weekend. 

While  here  Martin  startled  film  critics 
by  announcing  that  he  would  like  to  chuck 
film  work  for  a radio  program  and  a 
chance  to  lead  a well-balanced  dance  or- 
chestra of  his  own. 

Special  Juvenile 
Programs  Urged 

Chicago — Special  juvenile  programs  must 
be  developed  for  children  in  the  opinion 
of  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Dewey  jr.  of  the  Wom- 
en’s Exchange  of  Chicago,  who  spoke  re- 
cently before  the  Better  Films  Council  of 
Chicago.  Mrs.  Dewey  has  conducted  the 
recent  children’s  motion  picture  programs 
at  the  Harry  and  Elmer  Balaban  Esquire. 

Mrs.  Dewey  told  of  the  survey  conducted 
by  her  group  for  children  between  4 and 
9 years  old,  and  said  that  they  preferred 
animated  cartoons,  travel  and  educational 
films. 

So  popular  have  these  films  been  on  the 
Saturday  morning  programs  held  at  the 
Esquire  that  they  will  be  continued  in- 
definitely there. 

A similar  survey  held  at  the  Lake  Forest 
High  School  showed  preference  of  children 
in  the  sixth  grade  through  high  school 
for  adventure  pictures,  vidth  comedy,  mys- 
tery and  historical  pictures  next  in  order. 
Of  ten  features  shown  in  Lake  Forest  in 
the  last  few  weeks,  “Boys  Town’’  proved 
the  most  popular. 


Open  in  Jerseyville 

Jerseyville,  III. — The  Jersey  Theatre, 
a cooperative  movement  of  Jerseyville  busi- 
ness men,  has  been  opened  here. 


Chase  Hits  Duals 
In  a "Letter" 


Freeport,  III. — Hal  Chase,  operator  of 
the  Lindo  Theatre  here,  knows  that  many 
of  his  patrons  actually  hate  double  fea- 
tures. And  he  used  the  Freeport  Jour- 
nal- Standard  to  good  advantage  recently 
when,  writing  under  the  name  of  D.  Green- 
field, he  sent  a letter  of  “protest”  on  duals 
to  the  newspaper. 

The  letter: 

“Of  all  the  forms  of  torture  that  this 
enlightened  and  modern  twentieth  cen- 
tury has  forced  upon  us,  I firmly  believe 
that  the  double  feature  is  the  worst.  I’m 
sure  the  people  of  Freeport  would  rather 
see  one  good  show  than  two  mediocre 
ones,  or  would  rather  see  one  bad  per- 
formance than  have  to  sit  through  two 
bad  ones.  Of  course,  we  don’t  have  to 
stay  and  suffer  but  most  of  us,  as  humans, 
like  to  get  our  money’s  worth.  If  it  comes 
to  a choice  between  a double  feature  show- 
ing in  one  theatre  and  a single  feature 
in  another,  as  far  as  I’m  concerned,  the 
double  bill  hasn’t  as  much  chance  as 
that  ‘wicked  snowball’  we  hear  about. 

“Our  dads  used  to  take  their  girls  buggy 
riding  and,  as  the  time  got  around  to 
about  10  o’clock,  the  old  horse  would  be 
well  on  his  way  home.  He  never  had  to 
hold  his  best  girl’s  hand  all  the  way 
through  a newsreel,  a comedy,  coming  at- 
tractions, and  two  complete  shows.  Even 
this  great  thrill  sort  of  sours  on  a fellow 
in  that  length  of  time. 

“The  movie  producers  tell  us  that  the 
double  feature  is  the  result  of  the  De- 
pression. Now  everyone  knows  that  we 
are  out  of  the  Depression  and  are  in  the 
midst  of  the  Recession,  and  just  a few 
billion  dollars  more  and  we  will  be  around 
that  corner.  Why  can’t  the  movies  begin 
by  giving  us  the  grand  old  fashioned 
single  feature  and  make  us  believe  that 
prosperity  is  already  here? 

“In  some  towns  such  a spirited  cam- 
paign is  going  on  against  this  unneces- 
sary evil  that  soon  we  can  call  it  the 
‘Trouble  Featm-e.’  Committees  are  even 
going  so  far  as  to  take  the  issue  to  the 
board  of  health  saying  that  the  length 
of  the  shows  are  detrimental  to  the  health 
of  their  children.  How  about  Fi'eeport 
getting  ‘spirited?’  We  can  get  that  way, 
can’t  we? 

“This  article  will  probably  raise  a lot  of 
comment,  both  ‘pro  and  con.’  I know  we 
would  like  to  hear  more  about  the  subject 
so  I’m  hoping  to  hear  from  someone  else 
in  this  column.  The  theatre  managers  will 
probably  be  the  ‘Con  Men,’  but  I shall  be 
quite  happy  if  I succeed  in  getting  ‘Hal’s 
Goat.’  ” 


Arabian  Film 

Indianapolis — “Tears  of  Love”  in  Ara- 
bic dialogue  was  presented  in  Keith’s  The- 
atre Sunday  night.  The  film  was  photo- 
graphed with  Lebanon,  Syrian  and  Egyp- 
tian background.  The  picture  is  com- 
pletely scored  with  English  subtitles. 
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Reduced  Admissions 
Through  Coupons 

Milwaukee — Coupons  providing  for  re- 
duced admissions  have  put  in  their  ap- 
pearance in  several  spwts  around  the  state. 
At  Marshfield,  the  New  Adler  Theatre  is 
offering  45-cent  admission  to  two  adults 
on  Friday  night  together  with  a newspaper 
coupon.  Regular  admission  is  30  cents. 

At  Merrill,  the  Badger  Theatre  has  of- 
fered a special  coupon  on  Tuesday  nights 
entitling  the  holder  to  a 30-cent  admission 
ticket.  At  Oshkosh  the  Grand  recently  an- 
nounced a new  policy  of  two  A films  at 
25-cent  admission  and  bargain  nights  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  with  two  double 
features  at  15-cent  admission. 

Early  bird  admissions  are  also  putting 
in  their  appearance  around  the  state, 
among  the  houses  being  the  Rex  at  Osh- 
kosh, which  is  now  charging  15  cents 
until  7 p.  m. 


"Nazi  Captive"  Held  Up 
In  Chicago,  Is  Report 

Chicago — “I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi 
Germany,”  the  feature  being  distributed 
in  this  territory  by  A1  Bezel,  was  before 
the  Chicago  film  censor  board  for  several 
months  before  it  was  passed,  Boxoffice 
learns.  And  even  now,  after  its  first-run 
showing  at  the  Woods  Theatre,  numerous 
influential  German  groups  are  attempt- 
ing to  have  many  scenes  sliced  and,  if 
possible,  the  entire  film  banned. 

Due  to  the  impending  political  cam- 
paigns this  spring,  the  protests  have  been 
soft-pedaled.  Several  cuts  were  made  in 
the  film,  with  no  objections  being  raised. 
Many  of  the  cuts  made,  it  is  understood, 
were  bonafide  newsreel  shots,  such  as  the 
burning  of  books  and  other  Uterary  works 
at  public  bonfires  in  Germany. 

It  is  also  learned  the  Chicago  Tribune 
hesitated  in  taking  advertising  from  the 
Woods  on  ‘T  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Ger- 
many,” until  after  the  film  had  been 
okayed  by  the  paper’s  film  critic,  Mae 
Tinee.  She  recommended  it  highly  in  her 
review. 


Saxe  Estate  Is  in  Trust 
For  Three  Children 

Milwaukee — The  estate  of  Thomas  E. 
Saxe,  pioneer  exhibitor  who  died  Dec.  16, 
1938,  is  left  in  trust  for  his  three  chil- 
dren, according  to  his  will  fUed  for  pro- 
bate with  County  Judge  Charles  A. 
Hansen. 

Although  the  tentative  value  is  set  at 
$5,000  in  the  petition  for  admission  to 
probate,  it  is  expected  the  estate  is  worth 
far  in  excess  of  that  figure.  The  will  pro- 
vides the  trust  shall  not  be  divided  among 
the  children  or  their  heirs  until  ten  years 
following  the  death  of  the  deceased’s 
brother,  John. 

The  children  are  Catherine  Saxe,  Ed- 
ward J.,  and  Mrs.  Harriet  McSpadden. 


'y^ITH  Ian  Keith  of  the  films  being  hailed 
for  his  work  in  directing  and  acting  in 
the  Federal  Theatre’s  “The  Copperhead,” 
at  the  Blackstone  Theatre,  it  is  under- 
stood the  Federal  Theatre  may  attempt 
to  produce  “The  Merchant  of  Venice,” 
with  Keith  directing  and  playing  a leading 
role  . . . Incidentally,  the  ’WPA  Theatre’s 
“The  Mikado,”  is  the  sensation  of  the 
legitimate  stage  here  this  season.  Already 
in  its  fifth  month  at  the  Great  Northern 
Theatre,  the  syncopated  all-Negro  pro- 
duction is  now  taking  requests  for  tickets 
a month  in  advance. 

Josephine  Kozberg  Levin  at  Hollywood 
Amtisement  Co.,  has  just  been  named  as- 
sistant treasurer  of  the  company  by  her 
boss  and  president,  Phil  Fisher  . . . Jones, 
Linick  and  Schaeffer  ran  a ‘‘public  re- 
hearsal” show  last  Friday  morning  at  the 
Oriental  Theatre. 

This  is  the  “Great  Train  Mystery,”  star- 
ring Tom  Gorman  of  the  RKO  division 
offices  here.  Tom  received  word  from  the 
coast  that  Charles  Boyer  would  arrive  on 
the  Santa  Fe  Chief  and  to  please  extend 
him  all  com-tesies.  However,  after  hunting 
all  afternoon  for  one  of  the  screen’s  hand- 
home  heroes,  Tom  ended  up  escorting  an- 
other screen  luminary  about  the  town — 
Stepln  Fetchit. 

Luz  Maria  Juarez,  petite  22-year-old 
Mexican  film  star,  was  among  those  who 
received  diplomas  at  the  Dante  adult  edu- 
cation center  here.  She  is  still  under  con- 
tract to  make  several  films  in  Mexico. 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SER’VICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


Majority  of  persons  interviewed  by  the 
Chicago  Times  inquiring  reporter  agreed 
with  Hal  Roach  that  films  today  should 
have  more  action  and  less  dialogue.  AU 
voiced  opinions  that  a “picture  should  get 
somewhere  besides  small  talk.” 

Overheard  as  the  overflow  crowd  left  the 
New  Trier  High  School  where  Father  Flan- 
agan spoke:  ‘‘Yes,  he  was  good,  but  I like 
Spencer  Tracy  better”  . . . The  Wrigley 
display  at  the  tobacco  show  at  the  Pal- 
mer House  gave  considerable  play  to  the 
‘‘Gateway  to  Hollywood”  program  which 
Jesse  L.  Lasky  is  working  on  over  the 
Columbia  network  every  Sunday  night. 

Our  sympathies  to  Archie  Herzoff  of 
B&K’s  publicity’s  depariment,  whose  fath- 
er died  in  Sioux  City,  la. 

Russ  Stewart,  promotion  manager  of 
the  Chicago  Times,  and  for  several  years 
a member  of  M-G-M’s  exploitation  staff, 
was  in  Presbyterian  Hospital  this  week 
recuperating  from  a sudden  operation. 

Word  from  Detroit  is  that  Bill  Bishop, 
M-G-M  exploiteer  here,  is  recuperating 
there  rapidly  from  the  operation  he  un- 
derwent here  some  weeks  ago. 

Chuck  Raskin  has  opened  the  Film  Row 
Restaurant,  formerly  operated  by  Horvitz 
Bros.  The  place  is  newly  decorated. 

Bennie  Elkins  was  installed  as  president 
of  the  'Theatrical  Mutual  Ass’n,  Chicago 

(Continued  on  page  48) 
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Labor  Bodi]  Urges 
Operator  Revamp 

St.  Louis — In  a strongly  worded  resolu- 
tion the  Central  Trades  and  Labor  Union 
calls  upon  William  Green,  president  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  request 
George  E.  Browne,  international  president 
of  the  lATSE,  to  authorize  the  restora- 
tion of  autonomy  to  Local  No.  143  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Machine  Operators. 

Since  1935  the  administration  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Local  No.  143  has  been  dominated 
by  John  P.  Nick,  international  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  lATSE,  who  is  under  indict- 
ment on  a charge  of  extortion  with  Ed- 
ward M.  Brady,  member  of  the  Missouri 
house  of  representatives,  following  a grand 
jury  investigation  into  $20,000  in  defense 
funds  raised  by  local  motion  picture  the- 
atre owners  in  1936  and  1937. 

Representative  Brady  surrendered  to  the 
local  police  on  January  18  and  furnished 
a $25,000  bond  for  his  appearance  in  court 
to  answer  the  indictment.  Later  he  went 
to  Jefferson  City  to  resume  his  duites  as 
a member  of  the  general  assembly.  He 
had  been  in  Florida,  he  told  police. 

The  introductory  paragraph  of  the  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Central  Trades  body 
declares:  “There  has  crept  into  the  or- 
ganized labor  movement  of  St.  Louis  al- 
leged gangsters  and  racketeers  who  have 
devoted  their  time  to  a large  extent  work- 
ing for  their  own  interests  and  treating 
their  membership  as  a side  issue.” 

There  also  was  mention  of  a letter  writ- 
ten January  14  to  Green  by  APL  general 
organizers,  William  Schoenberg  and  E.  P. 
Theiss,  accompanied  by  a petition  signed 
by  85  motion  picture  machine  operators 
who  requested  that  Local  No.  143  be  re- 
organized. 

After  asking  Green  and  the  AFL  execu- 
tive council  to  request  Browne  to  author- 
ize the  council  to  comply  with  Schoen- 
berg’s request  for  restoration  of  autonomy 
and  reorganization  of  Local  No.  143  under 
the  control  of  the  AFL.  The  resolution 
concluded:  “We  request  and  implore  the 
executive  council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  the  end  this  alleged  reign  of  terrorism 
in  St.  Louis  be  stopped  at  once,  and  the 
good  name  of  our  51-year-old  Central  body 
be  re-established  into  the  confidence  of  the 
clean  membership  of  our  local  organized 
labor  movement  and  the  public  in  general.” 

Vice-President  Nick,  ill  at  his  home,  was 
unable  to  attend  the  Central  Trades  meet- 
ing. 

The  fight  on  the  floor  against  the  reso- 
lution was  led  by  Clyde  Weston,  business 
manager  of  Local  No.  143.  He  declared 
that  there  is  no  need  for  action  by  the 
AFL  as  President  Browne  has  a represen- 
tative in  St.  Louis  now  investigating  the 
affairs  of  Local  No.  143. 

William  J.  Gibbons,  a delegate  from  the 
typographical  union,  censored  the  delegates 
for  arriving  at  conclusions  based  on  the 
daily  newspaper  articles  attacking  Nick. 

“A  man  not  only  has  been  tried,  but 
has  been  found  guilty,”  he  said.  “The 
build-up  in  the  press  is  one  of  the  most 
perfect  of  any  against  a man  connected 


with  a labor  union.  Let  John  Nick  be 
placed  on  trial,  and  if  he  is  found  clean, 
okay.  And  if  he  is  foimd  guilty,  I will 
submit  to  the  verdict.” 

Gibbons  contended  that  the  LATSE 
should  be  permitted  to  conduct  its  own 
investigation  and  then  if  the  AFL  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  findings  it  would  be 
time  for  its  executive  body  to  act. 

Ai'thur  W.  Lyday  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Browne’s  representative,  made  a brief 
speech,  saying  that  he  was  conducting  an 
investigation  and  making  daily  reports  to 
Browne. 

Lyday  came  here  last  week  in  response 
to  a request  for  an  inquiry  made  by  Vice- 
President  Nick  two  weeks  ago. 

The  indictment  against  Nick  and  Brady 
was  announced  late  on  January  13.  The 
basis  for  the  indictment  is  $10,000,  said 
to  have  been  paid  to  Brady  at  a local 
bank  in  1936. 

"Tailspin”  Aviatrices 
Assigned  Publicists 

Chicago — Joe  Reddy,  in  advance,  and 
Jim  Johnson  with  the  unit,  are  the  two 
publicity  men  assigned  to  the  “Tailspin” 
aviatrix  crew  coming  here  next  Thursday, 
February  2,  as  advance  ballyhoo  for  the 
film  which  opens  February  10  at  the 
Roosevelt. 

In  the  group  coming  here  will  be  Ruth 
Nichols  and  Margo  Tanner,  nationally 
known  women  fliers,  together  with  Lillian 
Porter,  Dorothy  Bearing,  Joan  Valerie  and 
Helen  Erickson,  20th  Centm-y-Fox  contract 
players.  While  here  they  will  entertain 
the  trade  and  daily  press  with  a dinner. 


Reconstruct  in  Fairfield 

Fairfield,  III. — Pitner  and  Barnes,  oper- 
ators of  the  theatre  here,  have  announced 
plans  to  start  construction  work  soon  on 
a second  house. 


Dwan  Directs  "Gorilla" 

Hollywood  — “The  Gorilla,”  featm'ing 
the  Ritz  Bros,  and  Peter  Lorre,  wiU  be  di- 
rected by  Allan  Dwan  at  20th-Pox. 


Enough  Is  Enough 
Even  for  "Wind" 

Chicago — David  O.  Selznick  is  a po- 
tient  man.  He'll  stand  for  a lot  of  pub- 
licity for  “Gone  With  the  Wind."  but 
as  he  says,  "enough's  enough." 

The  "enough"  occurred  right  after 
the  selection  of  pert  Vivien  Leigh  to 
be  Scarlett  O'Hara  and  Clare  Booth 
added  a line  of  dialogue  to  the  role  of 
the  girl  seeking  the  part  of  Velvet 
O'Toole  in  Brock  Pemberton's  produc- 
tion of  "Kiss  the  Boys  Goodbye,"  cur- 
rently at  the  Harris.  The  line: 

"I  declare,  if  you  give  the  part  (of 
Velvet  in  the  play,  referring  to  Scarlett 
in  actuality)  to  some  English  girl  or 
some  ordinary  Hollywood  actress  the 
south  will  positively  secede." 

With  threatened  legal  action  by  Selz- 
nick, one  can  readily  understand  why 
the  words  "some  English  girl"  are  no 
longer  spoken  in  the  play. 


WPA  Films  Shown 
In  15  Counties 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — The  visual  educa- 
tion service  of  the  works  progress  ad- 
ministration has  given  exhibitions  of  its 
various  documentary  motion  pictures  in 
80  different  towns  and  villages  in  15 
counties  of  Missouri  during  the  past  five 
months,  according  to  John  K.  Walsh,  di- 
rector. In  the  five  months  17,500  per- 
sons have  witnessed  the  films  carried  to 
them  by  the  WPA  unit. 

In  all  of  the  films  there  is  abundant 
data  concerning  what  the  federal  govern- 
ment is  doing  for  the  people,  and  also 
how  they  can  cooperate  and  do  things  for 
themselves. 

Among  the  films  put  out  by  the  service 
were  “Work  Pays  America,”  “Highway 
Safety,”  “Trees  and  Health,”  “Man 
Against  the  River,”  “We  Drivers,”  “Hands,” 
“Man  Against  Microbes”  and  “New  Fron- 
tiers.” No  admission  is  charged.  Many 
of  the  towns  visited  lack  regular  theatres. 

Nat  Koplar  Incorporates 
Riverview  Theatre  Co. 

St.  Louis — The  Riverview  Theatre  Co., 
which  plans  to  erect  and  operate  a new 
house  on  Riverview  Blvd.  near  West  Floris- 
sant Ave.,  has  been  incorporated  with 
$35,000  authorized  capital. 

The  incorporators:  Nat  Koplar,  Univer- 
sity City,  200  shares:  Elsie  Probstein,  Uni- 
versity City,  140  shares,  and  Irwin  J. 
Meyer,  St.  Louis,  10  shares. 

Nat  Koplar  is  a brother  and  Elsie  Prob- 
stein, a sister  of  Harry  Koplar,  veteran 
local  motion  picture  exhibitor  who  recent- 
ly sold  his  holdings  in  various  theatres 
operated  by  the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests. 

The  Finney  Theatre  Corp.,  St.  Louis, 
has  been  incorporated  to  carry  on  a gen- 
eral theatrical  business  and  to  operate 
theatres.  It  will  have  100  shares  of  no 
par  value  stock.  Incorporators  are  E.  L. 
Murphy,  Webster  Groves,  1 share;  James 
H.  Arthur,  St.  Louis,  1 share;  R.  C. 
Wipfler,  University  City,  98  shares. 

"Hardy  Family"  Provides 
B&K  a Selling  Angle 

Chicago — A newly  painted  24-sheet 
board  has  gone  up  over  the  B&K  Roose- 
velt Theatre,  which  the  circuit  always 
utilizes  for  institutional  copy.  The  re- 
markable popularity  of  the  M-G-M  Hardy 
family  is  shown  by  the  use  of  a group 
painting  of  the  Hardy  family  together 
with  the  following  copy; 

“Like  the  Hardy  family  . . . every  Chi- 
cago family  finds  supreme  happiness  in 
motion  pictures  . . . Complete  comfort, 
relaxation  and  the  finest  pictures  in  Bala- 
ban  & Katz  Theatres  ...  in  the  loop  . . . 
in  your  neighborhood.” 


Taylor,  Loy  Co-Starred 

Hollywood — Robert  Taylor  and  Myrna 
Loy  will  co-star  in  “Lucky  Night,”  Metro’s 
forthcoming  production. 
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^OLLEEN  MOORE,  former  motion  picture 
star,  stopped  off  at  the  Union  station  en 
route  from  Chicago  to  Houston,  Tex.,  to 
attend  the  opening  of  the  exhibition  of 
her  famous  doU  house  in  the  Texas  city. 
The  doll  house  has  raised  $400,000  for 
charity  during  the  past  four  years  and 
has  appeared  in  85  cities. 

Noel  Coward,  author,  actor,  playurright 
and  composer,  was  here  on  January  22 
and  23,  departing  for  Kansas  City  on 
January  24.  Then  he  plans  to  go  to  the 
West  Coast  prior  to  a voyage  to  Hawaii 
and  the  South  Seas  for  a holiday.  He 
told  a reporter  that  he  could  enter  a gen- 
eral denial  to  the  Walter  Winchell  re- 
port of  January  23:  “Noel  Coward  will  run 
for  Parliament  as  an  Eden  supporter.’’ 

Persons  imable  to  attend  the  President’s 
ball  on  January  30,  proceeds  from  which 
go  to  fight  infantile  paralysis,  may  con- 
tribute to  that  worthy  cause  by  attending 
their  neighborhood  motion  picture  the- 
atre, E.  E.  Rudolph  jr.,  general  manager 
of  the  Normandy  and  Studio  theatres,  has 
announced.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  a group  of  theatre  owners  to  con- 
tribute receipts  for  the  night  of  January 
30  to  the  President’s  fund. 

Buddy  Rogers  flew  into  town  from  New 
Orleans  en  route  to  San  Francisco,  where 
he  has  an  orchestra  engagement  . . . The 
Colonial  Theatre,  Manchester,  Mo.,  has 
been  reopened.  Frank  Brizzi  is  the  opera- 
tor. 


Play  Vivien  Leigh  Films 
Aiter  "Wind"  Casting 

Chicago— The  selection  of  Vivien  Leigh 
to  play  Scarlett  O’Hara  has  resulted  in 
re-runs  of  all  the  English  productions  in 
which  she  has  appeared. 

United  Artists  is  using  all  available 
prints  on  “Storm  in  a Teacup,”  “Dark 
Journey,”  and  “Fire  Over  England,”  while 
M-G-M’s  “A  Yank  at  Oxford,”  with  Miss 
Leigh  is  a supporting  role,  is  being  re- 
dated in  several  spots. 


Frisina  Gives  Building 
Contract  at  Greenville 

Greenville,  III. — The  Frisina  circuit  re- 
cently awarded  a contract  to  Kennedy  & 
Son  for  the  erection  of  a new  600-seat 
theatre  here  to  cost  about  $30,000.  The 
new  house  will  be  known  as  the  Bond. 
It  is  to  be  located  on  the  west  side  of 
the  public  square.  The  Frisina  interests 
also  operate  the  Lyric  'Theatre  here. 


New  Attica  Theatre  lor 
Carey  and  Alexander 

Attica,  Ind. — Carey  and  Alexander, 
operators  of  five  houses  in  Indiana,  have 
opened  a new  house  here,  the  Devon  ’The- 
atre. They  operate  the  Messner  here  also, 
in  addition  to  the  Lakes  and  Lyric  in  Mon- 
ticello,  and  houses  in  Lebanon  and  Rock- 
ville. 


MIIIIILWAIUKIEIE 

JULIEN  BRYAN,  who  recently  appeared 

before  some  6,000  persons  in  connection 
with  his  showing  of  his  film  “Inside  Nazi 
Germany”  at  the  Auditorium  here,  is 
scheduled  for  a return  engagement  Feb- 
ruary 20  with  his  picture,  “Militarized 
Poland.” 

Book  Treasurer  is  replacing  Bank  Night 
in  a number  of  local  neighborhood  houses. 

Livingston  Lanning,  former  manager  of 
Fox’s  Wisconsin  Theatre  here,  has  been 
named  director  of  public  relations  of  the 
state  WPA  recreation  division  with  head- 
quarters in  Madison. 

Al  Gullickson,  former  Warner  theatre 
organist,  is  presiding  daily  over  the  Ham- 
mond console  organ  at  the  Steuben  Inn 
here. 

R.  A.  Tesch,  business  manager  of  the 
TTPA  of  Wisconsin,  recently  addressed  the 
Kiwanis  club  at  West  Bend. 

The  Milwaukee  common  council  last 
week  released  the  motion  picture  commis- 
sion’s budget  of  $1,120. 

Richard  N.  Greenwood,  president  of  the 
Heywood-Wakefield  Co.,  H.  C.  Perry,  sec- 
retary-treasurer; Paul  B.  Posser,  general 
sales  manager:  P.  K.  Hill,  manager  of  the 
public  seating  division,  all  of  Gardiner, 
Mass.,  visited  the  Lloyd  Manufacturing  Co. 
at  Marinette  last  week,  coming  up  from 
the  furniture  show  in  Chicago. 


“Whiteoaks,”  with  Ethel  Barrymore  in 
the  top  role,  tapped  the  town  for  $15,000 
at  the  American  Theatre,  the  town’s  only 
legit  house,  the  week  ending  January  21. 
Lunt  and  Fontanne  in  “Amphitryon  38” 
opened  there  on  Monday. 

Sam  P.  Meyers  has  been  installed  for 
his  tenth  consecutive  year  as  president 
of  the  local  musicians  union.  Other  of- 
ficers: Vice-President,  August  Schwen- 
dener;  Fred  Oatman,  treasurer;  Clarence 
Maurer  recording  secretary;  Edward  Tim- 
pani, financial  secretary,  and  Al  Schott, 
business  representative.  This  is  Schott’s 
sixth  consecutive  year  in  his  post. 

A bill  to  impose  a $2  annual  license  tax 
on  each  cigarette  vending  machine  has  ap- 
peared before  the  board  of  aldermen  . . . 
James  E.  Darst,  manager  of  the  City 
Auditorium,  has  asked  $108,200  for  oper- 
ating expenses  during  1939-40  fiscal  year. 


Reject  Film  Oiler 

St.  Louis — The  Zoological  Board  of  Con- 
trol has  rejected  a proposal  by  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  to  employ  the  Zoo’s  five 
performing  chimpanzees  at  $500  a week 
and  expenses  to  take  part  in  a new  “Tar- 
zan”  picture.  George  P.  Vierheller,  di- 
rector of  the  Zoo,  said  that  the  offer  was 
rejected  because  of  the  risk  to  the  chimp’s 
health  by  sending  them  to  Hollywood. 


Warren  William  Role 
Hollywood — A top  role  in  “The  Gracie 
Allen  Murder  Case”  has  been  handed  War- 
ren WiUiam  at  Paramount. 


Shaver  Installs  Sound 

Henry,  III.  — Further  improving  the 
Henry  Theatre  here.  Manager  P.  B.  Shaver 
has  installed  new  sound. 


No  Exploitation  Stunt 


Indianapolis — The  tale  of  Prank  Money- 
hun’s  troubles  in  convincing  people  he 
still  is  among  the  living  continues.  Here- 
with the  latest,  from  Carl  Niesse,  presi- 
dent of  the  Vogue  Theatre  Co.  here: 

“Believe  it  or  not,  here’s  one  for  our  pro- 
fession. I recently  played  a horror  picture 
entitled  ‘The  Walking  Dead,’  and  prior  to 
the  opening  I happened  to  be  in  a news- 
paper office  asking  for  a little  help  when 
a man  walked  up  to  me  and  said  ‘Hello.’ 
As  I turned  about-face  to  acknowledge  his 
reception,  I suddenly  recalled  an  item  in 
your  publication  about  Prank  Moneyhun 
being  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  near 
Anderson.  Now  I happen  to  know  Mr. 
Moneyhun,  and  always  being  a fan  of 
Boxoffice,  I could  not  convince  myself 
that  he  was  alive,  consequently,  I took 
another  look,  and  while  he  stared  at  me,  I 
quickly  concluded  it  was  another  ‘Walking 
Dead’  exploitation  stimt.  However,  Mr. 
Moneyhun  repeated  his  hello  greetings  and 
inquired  if  I might  happen  to  be  alright. 

“Well,  gentlemen  of  the  press,  I got  my 
biggest  thrill  when  I fully  realized  the 
man  was  alive  and  the  press  had  made  a 
mistake.  I’m  sorry  your  publication  made 
the  mistake,  but  I’m  tickled-to-death 
Frank  Moneyhun  is  alive — ’cause  he’s  a 
fine  fellow,  and  I almost  sent  him  flowers 
after  reading  your  death  notice.” 


Harold  Knudsen  has  been  named  city 
manager  of  Fox’s  Fond  du  Lac  theatres 
succeeding  Henry  Tollett,  who  has  been 
named  supervisor  in  the  southern  district 
for  the  circuit. 

E.  J.  Weisfeldt,  managing  director  of 
the  Riverside  Theatre  here,  is  entertain- 
ment chairman  in  charge  of  arrangements 
for  the  President’s  Ball  in  the  Milwaukee 
Auditorium  January  28.  Others  serving  on 
the  committee  include  L.  Roy  Pierce,  Fox- 
Wisconsin  Theatres:  Volmer  Dahlstrand, 
president  of  the  Milwaukee  Musicians’ 
Ass’n:  Charles  Trampe,  Monogram-Mid- 
west Film  Exchange  and  head  of  Variety; 
Jack  Worner  of  the  stage  hands’  union, 
and  Oscar  Olson,  business  manager  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Projectionists’  union. 

Willard  Allen,  20,  Menasha,  was  sen- 
tenced last  week  to  serve  one  to  three 
years  in  the  state  reformatory  upon  his 
conviction  of  stealing  $433  from  the  Brin 
Theatre  at  Menasha,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed. 

Stanley  Morner,  film  star  and  former 
WTMJ  announcer,  is  slated  for  a personal 
appearance  the  week  starting  January  27 
at  the  Riverside  'Theatre  here. 

Miss  Lucile  Forbes  has  installed  new 
sound  equipment,  projectors  and  screen  in 
her  Cosmo  Theatre  at  Merrill. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prank  J.  Maxson  recently 
celebrated  their  44th  wedding  anniversary. 
Mrs.  Maxson  claims  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing been  the  first  woman  motion  picture 
projectionist  in  the  country,  having  run 
the  machine  at  the  old  Grand  'Theatre  in 
Beloit,  where  she  and  her  husband  reside. 
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^HE  Wallace  Theatre,  Peru,  Ind.,  owned 
by  the  Gregory  circuit  of  Chicago,  and 
managed  by  Dale  S.  Loomis,  opened  Jan- 
uary 21,  after  being  modernized  follow- 
ing a fire  March  1. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  exchange  offi- 
cials report  "Kentucky”  breaking  all  rec- 
ords at  the  Circle  Theatre  in  its  fifth 
and  final  week. 

J.  S.  Gregory,  president  of  the  Gregory 
circuit,  and  John  DoeiT,  booker,  spent  sev- 
eral days  along  Filmrow  on  business. 

New  Western  Electric  wide  range  sound 
equipment  has  been  installed  in  the  Cozy 
Theatre  here,  and  further  modifications 
on  the  system  in  the  Alamo  and  Am- 
bassador theatres  will  be  made.  The 
houses  are  operated  by  the  Central  City 
AmiLsement  Co.,  headed  by  Mannie  Mar- 
cus, Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Sam  Clark,  in  charge  of  midwest  pub- 
licity for  Warner  Bros.,  spent  several  days 
in  the  city  exploiting  the  coming  picture, 
“They  Made  Me  a Criminal.” 

Frank  Moneyhun,  formerly  with  the 
Greater  hidianapolis  Amusement  Co.,  op- 
erators of  the  Indiana,  Circle  and  Apollo 
theatres  and  recently  with  United  Art- 
ists, working  out  of  Indianapolis  as  ex- 
ploitation maiiager,  has  joined  the  home 
office  staff  of  20th  Century-Fox  in  New 
York  City. 

Photoplay  reviewers  of  the  Indianapolis 
News,  Star  and  Times  attended  the  pre- 
miere showing  of  “Pygmalion”  at  Loew’s 
Theatre,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Wednesday  night. 

Tracy  Is  "Movie  King" 

In  the  Windy  City 

Chicago — ^While  Tyrone  Power  led  the 
balloting  nationally  for  movie  king,  the 
local  leader  was  M-G-M’s  Spencer  Tracy, 
by  a wide  margin.  Jeanette  MacDonald, 
national  winner,  led  for  queen. 

"Pygmalion"  Shov7ing  Set 
At  Apollo  in  Chicago 

Chicago  — M-G-M’s  “Pygmalion,”  pro- 
duced in  England,  with  Leslie  Howard  in 
the  lead,  opens  at  the  B&K  Apollo  here 
on  Friday,  February  10,  on  a regular  run. 
Exact  scale  has  not  yet  been  set,  as  Box- 
office  goes  to  press. 


Subs  for  Ellington 

Fairbury,  III. — George  Gordon  of  Chi- 
cago pinch-hit  for  Manager  Lloyd  Elling- 
ton of  the  Central  Theatre  here  while 
the  latter  was  recuperating  recently  from 
an  auto  accident. 


Fire  in  Dark  House 
Amery,  Wis. — Fire  damaged  the  old  Gem 
Theatre  here  slightly.  The  house  has  not 
been  in  use  for  some  time. 


Carroll  to  Columbia 

Hollywood  — Columbia  has  purchased 
John  Carroll’s  acting  contract  from  Mono- 
gram and  handed  him  a long-term  ticket. 


Letter  Writing  Contest 
Plugs  Horror  Film 

Indianapolis — The  Indiana  Theatre  will 
give  motion  picture  fans  an  opportunity 
to  cash  in  on  their  thrilling  experiences. 
A contest  requiring  only  a short  letter, 
150  words  or  less,  describing  “My  Most 
Frightening  Experience”  is  being  conduct- 
ed, and  the  person  who  writes  the  best 
letter,  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  will 
receive  the  first  cash  prize  of  $50.  A 
cash  prize  of  $25  will  be  awarded  the 
second  best  letter  and  awards  of  $5  each 
to  the  next  five  best  as  well  as  25  free 
tickets  to  see  “Son  of  Fi’ankenstein.” 


Gregory  Circuit  Restores 
Wallace  at  Peru,  Ind. 

Peru,  Ind. — 'Tire  Gregory  circuit  of  Chi- 
cago 1ms  reopened  the  Wallace  Theatre 
here,  which  was  completely  rebuilt  after 
fire  destroyed  it  some  months  ago.  The 
house  now  is  modern  in  every  degree.  The 
remodeling  and  rebuilding  of  the  750-seat 
house  cost  approximately  $50,000. 


Two  Drop  Bank  Night 

Peoria,  III. — Bank  Nights  have  been 
dropped  out  of  two  Great  States  theatres 
here,  the  Rialto  and  Palace,  the  nights 
being  retained  at  the  Madison  and  Apollo 
theatres.  Amusement  circles  here  see  the 
suspensions  as  a major  test  of  the  puUing 
ability  of  the  scheme.  At  the  same  time 
the  ante  was  knocked  down  to  $50  from 
$100. 


^HE  Frisina  Amusement  Co.,  with  head- 
quarters in  Springfield,  has  added  the 
Ritz  Theatre  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  to  its 
growing  chain. 

John  Dickson  has  been  appointed  mana- 
ger of  the  Capitol  and  Ritz  theatres,  oper- 
ated by  Frisina  at  Litchfield. 

Mrs.  Bernard  Palmer,  wife  of  the  man- 
ager of  the  Kerasotes  Bros,  theatre  at 
Onarga,  was  operated  on  for  appendi- 
citis at  St.  John’s  Hospital  here. 

Max  Tschauder,  mayiager  of  the  Roxy 
here,  devised  a unique  way  of  advertis- 
ing "Off  the  Record.”  For  a week  his 
staff  wore  white  outfits  upon  which  were 
printed  the  front  page  of  the  Illinois 
State  Journal.  Huge  "Off  the  Record” 
headlines  were  substituted  for  the  regu- 
lar headlines  of  the  paper. 

Peter  Cartuyvels,  50,  watchman  at  the 
Strand  Theatre,  was  taken  to  St.  John’s 
Hospital  suffering  from  hip  injuries  sus- 
tained when  he  feU  while  making  his 
rounds.  He  had  lain  five  hours  before 
he  was  found  by  a theatre  janitor. 


Scripts  Wanger  Yarn 

Hollywood — Budd  Schulberg  has  com- 
pleted the  script  for  “Winter  Carnival” 
for  Walter  Wanger. 
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lodge,  Wednesday  night.  He  succeeded 
Harvey  Shrout. 

Tom  Gorman  put  over  a nice  stunt  for 
the  RKO  Palace  with  that  "offer”  to  the 
Chicago  American’s  dramatic  critic  and 
columnist,  Ashton  Stevens,  for  $4,000  per 
week  for  his  "banjo  act,”  at  the  theatre. 
The  "offer”  also  carried  a stipulation  for 
"option  of  three  additional  weeks  at  the 
same  salary.” 

B&K  booked  “Moonlight  Sonata”  into 
the  Riviera  and  Evanston  Varsity  the- 
atres this  week,  as  one-half  of  double 
features. 

The  American  Can  Co.  took  over  the 
Chicago  Theatre  Thursday  night  for  their 
annual  show  held  during  the  canners’ 
convention  here  at  the  Stevens  Hotel. 

Tony  Martin,  who  did  a personal  ap- 
ance  this  week  at  the  Palace,  crowned 
the  tobacco  queen  at  the  tobacco  con- 
vention Saturday  night. 

Essaness  used  Warner’s  short,  "Decla- 
ration of  Independence,”  on  the  program 
together  with  "I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi 
Germany.” 

Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  district  manager, 
was  in  New  York  on  business  this  week. 

Abe  Fisher,  former  GB  branch  mana- 
ger here,  has  joined  Universal’s  sales  force 
in  Detroit. 

M-G-M’s  “Idiot’s  Delight”  was  screened 
at  the  meeting  of  all  the  Jewish  girls  In 
the  industry  who  met  Tuesday  night  at 
Igel’s  to  collect  funds  for  the  Jewish 
Welfare  Drive.  Beth  Morganstern  of  Al- 
lied was  in  charge. 

Eddie  Alperson  of  Grand  National,  here 
en  route  to  Milwaukee  and  Detroit,  said 
business  with  GN  continues  good  and,  with 
new  product  forthcoming , the  "company 
is  definitely  going  places.” 

Saul  Goldman  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises was  installed  as  worshipful  mas- 
ter of  Isaac  Cutter  Lodge,  AF&AM,  on 
Monday  night. 


Fox  Midwest  Will  Open 
Benton  700-Seater 

Benton,  III. — Fox-Midwest  theatres  will 
reopen  early  in  February  the  700-seat 
Star  Theatre  here,  which  has  been  closed 
for  about  seven  years.  Ed  Whaley,  manager 
of  the  Capitol,  now  open  here,  also  will 
manage  the  Star  when  it  is  reopened. 


RCA  for  5 Houses 

Indianapolis — W.  H.  Trunick,  territorial 
sales  manager  for  RCA,  announces  recent 
installations  as  follows:  Bissell  Shaver’s 
Henry  Theatre,  Henry,  lU.;  Leo  Jarodsky’s 
Lincoln,  Paris,  HI.;  Marion  Bodwell’s  Para- 
mount, Wyoming,  111.;  J.  B.  Sconce’s  Play- 
house, Edinburg,  Ind.;  Harry  Vonder- 
schmitt’s  Indiana,  Bloomington,  Ind. 
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Newsreel  Cameramen  at 
Chicago  Cross  Fingers 

Chicago — The  newsreel  photographers 
are  keeping  their  fingers  crossed,  hoping 
that  nothing  of  news  value  breaks  on 
Saturday  night,  April  22.  That’s  the  date 
of  the  annual  dinner- dance  of  the  motion 
picture  photographers’  union,  local  No. 
666,  which  this  year  will  be  held  at  the 
Hotel  Knickerbocker. 

The  boys  are  going  to  transplant  a film 
studio  to  Hollywood  this  year.  They’re 
promising  all  the  glamor  of  Hollywood, 
with  directors,  cameramen,  stars — tem- 
peramental, fictional,  real  and  otherwise 
— klieg  lights  and  everything  else  that 
goes  with  it. 

Martin  Barnett  is  chairman  of  arrange- 
ments, with  Red  Pelbinger  of  Paramount 
News  in  the  role  of  press  agent  and  pro- 
duction chief. 


Chicago  Universal  Wins 
Prizes  in  Sales  Drive 

Chicago — The  Windy  City  branch  of 
Uhiversal  came  through  for  the  first  time 
in  the  money  in  the  recent  sales  drive  of 
the  company,  with  Ted  Meyers  coming  in 
third  and  Bill  Weinshenker  finishing  sixth 
among  all  salesmen.  Mannie  Gottlieb, 
branch  manager,  came  in  for  some  prize 
money,  too,  when  the  entire  exchange  fin- 
ished fourth  in  the  country. 

Between  Weinshenker  and  Meyers,  the 
two  Universal  city  salesmen  have  sold 
every  available  possibility  in  Chicago  but 
eight. 


Tom  Pierce  Visits  Peoria 
Peoria,  III. — Tom  Pierce,  city  manager 
of  Great  States  theatres  in  Kewanee,  was 
a visitor  in  Peoria  last  week. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Jan.  26,  1929) 

J^RMING  it  along  Chicago’s  Pilmrow 
were  M.  Brotman,  Rock  Island,  Rl., 
exhibitor,  and  his  nephew,  Dave,  a Windy 
City  exhibitor.  They  were  on  their  way  to 
visit  with  I.  Brotman,  also  a Chicago 
exhibitor  and  a brother  of  the  Rock  Island 
Brotman. 

Ted  Mendelsohn,  son  of  Felix,  lamented 
in  the  Metro  office  in  the  Windy  City  that 
the  heavy  snows  had  interrupted  inter- 
state bus  schedules  in  his  territory  . . . 
Mrs.  Effie  Manning  of  Indianapolis  has 
purchased  the  Diana  Theatre,  Tipton,  Ind. 

Sammy  Cohen,  the  Pox  star  who’ll  be 
remembered  for  his  performances  in  “What 
Price  Glory”  and  “Plastered  in  Paris,”  is 
making  a P.  A.  at  the  B&K  Oriental  at  a 
reported  $1,500  per  week.  From  the  Ori- 
ental, he  moves  to  the  Paradise. 

The  Little  Grand  Theatre,  Madison,  Ind., 
badly  damaged  by  fire,  is  being  rebuilt  . . . 
H.  A.  Giles  of  Indianapolis  has  gone  to 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  with  his  family  for  his 
health.  He  recently  sold  his  Royal  and 
Pastime  theatres  to  Alex  Kalafat. 


Hell  Get  Prize, 
Finally 

Chicago — -The  job  of  an  exploitation 
man  often  becomes  one  of  a detective 
searching  for  missing  persons.  At  least, 
that's  what  confronted  Norman  Pyle 
of  M-G-M  this  week.  Pyle  received  word 
from  New  York  that  a certain  Walter 
Johnson  jr.,  of  Wayne.  111.,  had  been 
one  of  two  national  winners  in  the 
M-G-M  "Test  Pilot"  essay  contest  on 
the  subject,  "What  Do  You  Think  of 
the  Airplane  as  a Means  of  National 
Defense?" 

By  letter,  telegram,  and  telephone, 
Pyle  labored  to  contact  Johnson.  Final- 
ly, after  three  days,  he  located  the 
winner  in  Chicago. 

Johnson  will  receive  a free  round- 
trip  airplane  flight  to  Hollywood,  a 
trip  through  M-G-M's  studios,  a visit 
with  Clark  Gable,  and  a flying  suit 
similar  to  the  one  the  star  wore  in 
"Test  Pilot." 


Indianapolis  Teachers  at 
Educational  Preview 

Indianapolis — A preview  of  educational 
pictures  was  held  Wednesday  night  at  the 
Paramount  screening  room.  The  series  is 
sponsored  by  the  Indiana  Indorsers  of 
Photoplays  for  the  benefit  of  teachers  in 
local  high  schools,  Butler  University,  Tu- 
dor Hall,  a private  school  for  girls,  and 
local  parochial  high  schools. 

Four  previews  were  arranged  last  year 
and  proved  successful.  Each  school  re- 
ceives literature,  press  books  and  stills  of 
pictures  shown.  The  literature  is  added  to 
the  school  library.  Press  books  are  used 
for  history  class  projects,  and  stills  are 
placed  on  bulletin  boards  in  the  main  cor- 
ridors of  schools. 

The  educational  screenings,  not  com- 
mercialized, stimulate  interest  in  good  pic- 
tures and  promote  visual  educational  in 
schools.  At  present,  35  teachers  are  at- 
tending the  screenings. 

“Lincoln  in  the  White  House,”  a Vita- 
phone  short,  was  shown  on  Wednesday 
night,  as  well  as  “The  Signing  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence”  (Vita- 
phone)  ; “The  America  Flag”  (Paramount) 
and  a special  newsreel  by  Paramount. 


BOWLING 

Chicago — Republic  finally  lost  a series 
when  National  Screen  defeated  them  2 
out  of  3 last  week.  Universal  won  two 
from  20th  Century-Fox,  Essaness  took  the 
measure  of  Paramount  and  the  Film  Car- 
riers defeated  Photoplay,  in  the  Film 
Bowling  League  play. 

Richard  (Old  Man)  Hansen  of  the  Film 
Carriers  bowled  a 246  game,  high  for  the 
night,  putting  him  in  a 3-way  tie  for  sec- 
ond highest  for  the  season.  Republic  still 
leads  the  pack  with  Universal,  Film  Car- 
riers and  Paramount  bunched  closely  be- 
hind. 


Tri-National  Films,  Inc., 

Of  Illinois  Is  Listed 

Chicago — Listed  among  the  incorpora- 
tions at  Springfield  is  Tri-National  Films, 
Inc.,  of  Illinois,  with  address  at  839  South 
Wabash  Ave.  Brown,  Fox  and  Blumberg 
are  attorneys. 

Listed  among  the  incorporators  were 
G.  T.  Topper,  E.  Balaban  and  H.  Balaban. 
The  attorneys  advised  Boxoffice  that  they 
were  George  Topper  of  the  Haymarket 
Theatre,  and  Harry  and  Elmer  Balaban, 
though  Harry  Balaban  told  Boxoffice  he 
did  not  know  of  Tri-National  Films. 

It  is  understood  Tri-National  will  han- 
dle foreign  product,  similar  to  that 
handled  by  the  New  York  organization 
under  the  former  Paramount  head. 


Refugee  Art  Competition 
Deadline  Is  Extended 

New  York — With  tickets  for  the  com- 
petition in  art  paintings  collected  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Art  Fund  for  German 
Refugees  now  available  in  more  than  200 
branches  of  major  and  independent  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  and  due 
to  the  heavy  demand  for  tickets,  the  or- 
ganization’s committee  has  voted  to  extend 
the  time  limit  from  February  12  to  March 
12. 

Under  the  new  arrangement  tickets  will 
now  be  sold  until  March  1,  with  all  money 
due  in  New  York  not  later  than  March 
10.  The  award  will  be  made,  at  a place 
selected  later,  on  March  15. 


Razing  Two  Buildings 
For  Oshkosh  House 

Oshkosh,  Wis. — Work  has  begun  on  the 
razing  of  two  store  buildings  at  Oregon 
and  12th  Sts.  here  to  make  way  for  a 500- 
seat  theatre  to  be  erected  by  A.  E.  Kuehn 
and  Dr.  H.  J.  Haubrick.  Kuehn  formerly 
operated  the  Star  Theatre  here.  J.  F. 
Dreger,  Oshkosh  architect,  has  drawn  the 
plans  for  the  new  house. 


Korda  Planning  Six 

Hollywood — Alexander  Korda  will  make 
at  least  six  pictures  for  UA  release  this 
coming  season.  Four,  and  maybe  more, 
of  this  number  will  be  in  Technicolor. 


Two  Cast  Additions 
Hollywood — Allyn  Joslyn  and  Victor 
Kilian  have  been  added  to  the  cast  of 
Columbia’s  “Plane  No.  4.” 


Four-Hour  Show 
In  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — On  Friday  evening.  Janu- 
ary 20,  the  Kingsland  Theatre,  a St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  unit,  presented  a 
four-hour  continuous  show  including 
two  feature  pictures,  a cartoonlond 
revue,  comedies  and  short  subjects  and 
eight  acts  of  amateur  vaudeville. 
Larry  Kent  was  master  of  ceremonies. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Iniormation  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted. 

* just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  ore  supplied  * 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT482  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT.'iOO  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants  — com* 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT50S  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MTS  12  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  muUI*speed  fan 

MT51G  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT617  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  colls 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MT528  Furniture,  lounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 
MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 
MT531  Brass  railings 
MT532  Rope  railings 
MT533  Metal,  ornamental 
MT534  Mirrors 
MT535  Luminous  colors 
MT536  Ticket  booths 
MT537  Directional  signs 
MT538  Exit  boxes 
MT539  Curtain  controls 
MT540  Curtain  tracks 
MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 
MT542  Fountains,  drinking 
MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 
MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 
MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MTB54  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT5  62  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT5  63  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants.  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT670  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MTo76  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT6S1  Colored  lamps 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Hxbauat  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT6  64  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electrio  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  hern 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT67B  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago.  DL  1-28-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks:. 


Name 

Theatre 

City State. 


MT591 

MT692 

MT693 

MT594 

MT695 

MT596 

MT597 

MT598 

MT599 

MT600 

MT601 

MT602 

MT603 

MT604 

MT605 

MT606 

MT607 

MT608 

MT609 

MT610 

MT611 

MT612 

MT613 

MT614 

MT615 

MT616 

MT617 

MT618 

MT619 

MT620 

MT621 

MT622 

MT623 

MT624 

MT625 

MT626 

MT627 

MT628 

MT629 

MT630 

MT631 

MT632 

MT633 


Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

Projectors,  standard 

Projectors,  semi-portable 

Projector  pedestals 

Projector  parts 

Lamps,  suprex  type 

Lamps,  reflector  arc 

Lamps,  high  Intensity 

Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

Arc  regulators 

Arc  controls 

Control  panels 

Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

Rectifiers,  tube  type 

Bulbs,  rectifier 

Rheostats,  projection 

Motor-generators 

Lenses,  projection 

Lenses,  condenser 

Current  changers 

Mirror  reflectors 

Carbons,  projector 

Carbon  savers 

Reels 

Reel  alarms 
Rewlnders,  automatic 
Change-over  devices 
Slide,  projection 
Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
Take-ups,  film 
Film  safety  controls 
Fire  prevention  devices 
Fire  shutters,  porthole 
Film  scales 
Film  scrapers 
Film  splicers 
Film  cleaners 
Air  gun  (cleaner) 

Tool  kits 
Film  cabinets 
Film  cabinet  stands 
Effect  projectors 
Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT71B  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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A Price  War  Again 
Rises  in  Lincoln 

Lincoln — Theatre  row  begins  humming, 
the  Liberty  re-lighting  to  a super  open- 
ing and  the  Stuart,  just  across  the  street, 
signaling  the  return  to  flesh  entertainment 
by  booking  Major  Bowes  “Rodeo  Rhythm” 
revue. 

The  significance  of  these  two  moves  is 
that  theatre  row  again  is  about  to  break 
out  into  warfare,  which  probably  will  rock 
prices.  First  was  Howard  Federer’s  an- 
nouncement, as  city  manager  of  the  Ne- 
braska Theatres,  Inc.,  that  the  Liberty’s 
price  structure  would  be  10-20-25,  the  20- 
cent  matinee  hanging  on  nights  for  the 
balcony.  It  puts  the  house  five  cents  under 
the  Stuart.  The  Stuart  is  a single  fea- 
ture acer  and  the  Liberty  a dualler.  Open- 
ing day,  the  matinee  and  evening  balcony 
price,  was  lopped  to  15  cents,  a full  dime 
under  the  Stuart’s  lowest  asking  price. 

Both  J.  H.  Cooper  and  L.  J.  Pinske,  his 
division  manager,  arrived  in  town  the  same 
day  and  announced  the  Stuart,  member 
of  the  Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.  and  a Para- 
mount partner,  would  go  vaude-film  two 
or  three  days  a week,  when  flesh  was  avail- 
able. Meantime,  paint  brush  and  redeco- 
rators are  putting  the  finishing  touches 
on  the  Orpheum,  which  also  belongs  to 
Cooper,  for  an  early  opening  as  an  A house. 

Opposition  of  Cooper  and  the  NTI 
group  springs  from  the  fact  that  NTI  is 
an  ally  of  L.  L.  Dent,  who  brushes  with 
Cooper  in  both  Colorado  and  Oklahoma. 
At  one  time  Federer  ran  the  Varsity  here 
at  a nickel  and  played  two  features. 


"Union  Paciiic"  Premiere 
Will  Be  Held  in  Omaha 

Omaha — The  world  premiere  of  “Union 
Pacific”  will  be  held  in  Omaha,  it  was  an- 
nounced here  following  a conference  be- 
tween Cliff  Lewis,  Hollywood,  and  Evert 
R.  Cummings,  district  manager,  and  Ted 
Emerson,  local  publicity  director,  of  Tri- 
States. 

Date  for  the  premiere,  the  second  to  be 
held  in  Omaha  in  less  than  a year,  is  ap- 
proximately April  21. 

Details  for  the  gala  event  are  not  com- 
plete but  a lavish  opening  is  planned. 

Selection  of  Omaha  for  the  premiere 
was  made  due  to  the  location  of  head- 
quarters for  the  Union  Pacific  raUroad  in 
Omaha. 

Omaha  basked  in  the  Hollywood  spot- 
light last  fall  when  “Boys  Town”  was  un- 
veiled here.  Many  of  the  scenes  from 
this  picture  were  filmed  in  the  city  and  at 
Father  Flanagan’s  Boys  Home,  located 
just  west  of  Omaha.  The  cast  was  on  lo- 
cation here  for  several  weeks. 


To  Open  Buffalo,  Mo.,  Theatre 

Kansas  City — C.  C.  Rhodes,  who  oper- 
ates the  Roxy  at  Warsaw,  Mo.,  is  remodel- 
ing a buUding  in  Buffalo,  Mo.,  to  house 
the  Nu  Buffalo  Theatre,  which  will  open 
in  March. 


Northwest  Allied  Convention 
For  March  to  Be  Planned 


His  Pride  Was 
Piqued 

Omaha — Threat  of  on  injunction  to 
stop  the  showing  of  "Kentucky"  here 
was  made  by  lack  Lee,  Omaha  attor- 
ney, because  he  said,  he  was  "sick 
and  tired"  of  films  that  cast  the  union 
ormy  in  the  role  of  villain. 

Lee  stated  he  had  a personal  inter- 
est in  the  matter  because  his  father 
served  two  years  under  Col.  James  A. 
Garfield. 

The  injunction  failed  to  appear,  how- 
ever. 

Nebraska  Moves 
On  Marathons 

Lincoln — Backed  by  the  film  business 
in  general,  an  anti-endurance  show  bill 
has  been  hoppered  by  the  legislature.  It 
bans  and  calls  a public  nuisance  all  walka- 
thons,  marathons,  skatathons,  bikathon  and 
even  mental  endurance  efforts.  It  is  un- 
derstood backing  of  the  bill  came  espe- 
cially from  Omaha,  which  saw  business 
dented  last  year  by  a roller  derby. 

The  measure  was  entered  by  Senator 
Richard  Johnson,  who  provides  the  penalty 
for  advertising  or  staging  one  of  these 
contests  shall  be  $100  to  $500  fine,  ten 
days  to  six  months  in  jail.  This  is  the 
third  measure  entering  the  files  affecting 
the  amusement  business,  the  two  previous 
being  the  theatre  divorcement  bill  and  the 
regulatory  bill  placing  the  distribution 
of  film  under  the  eye  of  the  railway 
commission. 


Prize  Fight  Film  Bill 
Before  Iowa  Lawmakers 

Des  Moines — A bill  has  been  introduced 
in  the  Iowa  legislature  to  allow  the  show- 
ing of  prize  fight  pictures. 

Apparently,  restrictions  have  not  been 
enforced,  because  fight  films  have  been 
shown  here  for  a number  of  years,. 


National  Screen  Stays 
In  Fox  Midwest  Units 

Kansas  City — The  Fox  Midwest  chain 
is  included  in  the  National  Theatres  cir- 
cuit deal  for  continuation  of  National 
Screen  Service  trailers  in  all  houses,  ac- 
cording to  Chas.  E.  Gregory,  local  Na- 
tional Screen  manager. 

Other  National  Theatre  circuits  included 
in  the  deal  are  Fox  West  Coast,  the  In- 
termountain chain  and  the  Wisconsin  di- 
vision. 


Minneapolis — W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of 
Northwest  Allied,  back  from  the  national 
Allied  States  industry  trade  practice  pact 
conference  in  Washington,  announced  that 
he  will  make  plans  for  a convention  meet- 
ing here  following  the  culmination  of  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club  drive  to  raise 
$25,000  for  German  refugees’  relief  which 
now  is  engaging  most  of  his  attention.  The 
campaign  will  end  in  February  and  the 
Northwest  Allied  meeting  probably  will  be 
held  in  early  March. 

The  convention,  when  it  is  held,  un- 
doubtedly will  witness  many  fireworks. 
Some  of  the  more  prominent  Twin  City 
members  still  are  threatening  to  cut  loose 
and  form  their  own  organization.  They 
are  disgruntled  because  the  Paradise  The- 
atre, owned  by  Steffes  and  Bennie  Berger, 
will  not  discontinue  its  practice  of  buying 
runs  of  M-G-M  pictures,  getting  clearance 
over  competitors  who  charge  the  same  or 
higher  matinee  admissions. 

Certain  of  these  members  also  feel  that 
they  are  paying  a disproportionate  share 
of  the  costs  of  running  the  organization. 
But,  above  all  else,  they  insist  that  it  fight 
the  selling  of  runs,  claiming  this  will  boost 
film  costs  generally.  Steffes,  however, 
takes  the  stand  that  Northwest  Allied  can- 
not dictate  selling  policies  to  the  distribu- 
tors or  tell  the  latter  how  much,  or  how 
little,  they  must  charge  for  their  product. 

Steffes,  says  his  views  regarding  the  pro- 
posed trade  pact  have  not  been  changed. 
TTie  resolution  adopted  at  the  Washington 
meeting,  he  says,  embodies  his  own  feelings 
in  the  matter. 


Mans  and  O'Reilly  Add 
Filth  Unit  to  Chain 

Minneapolis — Paul  Mans  and  Don 
O’Reilly  have  added  to  their  circuit  of 
theatres  by  acquiring  the  Aster,  St.  Paul 
neighborhood  house,  from  Paul  Christians. 
They  now  have  five  theatres — two  here 
and  two  in  St.  Paul  and  one  in  Robbins- 
dale,  Minn.,  local  suburb. 


Gillman  Acquires  Crystal 
From  William  Weisman 

Minneapolis  — The  Crystal  Theatre, 
Gateway  district  subsequent-run,  double 
feature  grind  house,  has  been  taken  over 
by  Irving  Gillman  from  WUliam  Weisman. 

Gillman  has  two  other  theatres,  one  in 
St.  Paul  and  one  in  Hastings,  Minn. 


Would  Legalize  Game 

Minneapolis — Harassed  by  activities  of 
reformers  that  has  caused  the  arrest  of 
many  of  their  number  for  alleged  gam- 
bling law  violations,  night  club  operators 
here  have  started  a move  to  legalize  the 
“14”  dice  game  which,  they  claim,  is  neces- 
sary as  a business  stimulant. 
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KMTA  Regionals  in  Missouri 
Result  in  Adding  Members 


Varieti]  Committee 
Personnel  Named 


Kansas  City — Approximately  100  exhibi- 
tors attended  the  five  regional  meetings 
held  in  western  Missouri  last  week  by 
the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres  Ass’n,  which 
brings  the  total  reached  in  the  two  states 
since  January  9 to  over  250.  Twenty  new 
members  were  secured  in  western  Mis- 
souri, that  number  representing  all  the 
non-members  who  attended.  In  Kansas 
the  new  members  totaled  40  out  of  a total 
of  more  than  150  who  attended. 

“Of  the  more  substantial  exhibitors  in 
the  Western  Missouri  and  Kansas  area, 
the  KMTA  now  has  a membership  of  90 
per  cent,”  said  Frank  Cassil  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  president  of  the  group.  “We  shall 
continue  to  try  for  the  other  ten  per  cent, 
and  will  contact  every  one  of  them.  If 
they  don’t  come  in,  we  shall  at  least  know 
why.  Oui’  objective  is  to  establish  an  as- 
sociation that  will  represent  the  exhibition 
field  in  this  area  practically  100  per  cent, 
thereby  giving  the  body  both  prestige  and 
power.” 

Two  definite  demands  came  out  of  the 
regional  gatherings:  (1)  exhibitors  want 
regional  meetings  conducted  annually,  and 
(2)  there  was  a concerted  demand  from 
those  attending  the  recent  meetings  for  a 
semi-annual  meeting  for  the  discussion  of 
nothing  but  legislative  problems  peculiar 
to  each  state,  according  to  Cassil.  In 
Missouri,  the  meeting  would  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  Fred  Wehrenberg’s  east- 
ern Missouri  group,  and  in  Kansas  at  some 
centrally  located  point.  At  regional  meet- 
ings in  the  future,  all  types  of  subject 
would  be  discussed. 

Without  exception,  Cassil  said,  exhibi- 
tors expressed  a strong  desire  for  a thor- 
ough organization  in  this  branch  of  the 
industry,  and  are  convinced  that  through 
regionals,  semi-annual  and  annual  meet- 
ings, this  interest  of  exhibitors  will  be 
maintained.  Exhibitors  as  a whole  will 

A Broad  Campaip 
For  "Missouri" 

Kansas  City — An  extensive  campaign 
is  planned  by  Paramount’s  publicity  de- 
partment in  cooperation  with  Newman 
Theatre  officials  for  the  pre-release  world 
premiere  of  “I'm  From  Missouri”  here 
early  in  March. 

Gov.  Lloyd  C.  Stark  and  guests  will  have 
a special  showing  of  the  film  at  the  exec- 
utive mansion  in  Jefferson  City,  in  one 
highlight  of  the  campaign,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  encompass  most  state  agencies. 

The  local  and  state  chambers  of  com- 
merce have  offered  fullest  assistance,  in 
addition  to  leading  auto  clubs  and  hotels 
throughout  the  state. 

Newspapers  and  radio  will  be  utilized  and 
there’ll  be  broadcasts  from  Hollywood  to 
lend  an  authentic  tone  to  proceedings. 


be  able  to  present  a solid  front. 

Tlie  regional  meetings  proved  not  only 
tremendously  effective  but  fairly  econom- 
ical, Cassil  said. 

Primary  object  of  the  gatherings  was, 
of  course,  to  secure  support  of  anti-Ascap 
bills  in  both  Kansas  and  Missouri.  These 
are  being  prepared  and  will  be  ready  for 
introduction  in  the  respective  state  legis- 
latures as  soon  as  the  U.  S.  supreme  court 
acts  on  the  Washington  anti-Ascap  law. 

However,  every  exhibitor  pledged  him- 
self to  become  personally  acquainted  with 
every  state  representative  and  senator  and 
acquaint  him  with  some  of  the  problems 
peculiar  to  the  exhibition  business  as  a 
matter  of  general  policy.  This  prepara- 
tion affects  any  sort  of  legislation,  in- 
cluding the  anti-Ascap  bills. 

Cancellation  Clause  Pleases 

Exhibitors  expressed  themselves  very 
much  in  favor  of  the  20  per  cent  cancella- 
tion clause,  which  already  has  been  agreed 
on  by  distributors  and  exhibitors  national- 
ly, Cassil  said.  Conversation  with  ex- 
hibitors at  the  meetings  also  revealed, 
Cassil  added,  a general  feehng  that  this 
clause  would  be  much  better  than  any 
governmental  action.  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri exhibitors  also  feel  that  an  anti- 
block booking  bill  would  prove  neither 
practical  nor  economical. 

Directors  of  the  KMTA  wUl  meet  at 
KMTA  headquarters  here  February  2 for 
action  on  several  matters,  including  re- 
gional and  semi-annual  meetings. 

“Present  effort  of  the  association  is  to 
promote  greater  harmony  among  all 
branches  of  the  industry  as  well  as  in 
exhibition  itself  in  order  to  maintain  self- 
regulation,”  Cassil  said. 

Meetings  were  held  in  Topeka,  Salina, 
Stockton,  Pratt,  and  Independence,  Kas., 
and  in  Kansas  City,  Joplin,  Sedalia,  Tren- 
ton and  Maryville,  Mo. 

Kaycee  Public  Schools 
Buy  Sound  Equipment 

Kansas  City — Sound  films  are  to  be  in- 
troduced in  the  public  schools  here.  The 
visual  education  department  has  purchased 
16mm  equipment  for  this  purpose,  and 
its  use  will  be  confined  to  educational 
subjects.  The  schools  now  are  using  81 
silent  projection  machines,  with  approxi- 
mately 100  reels  of  film  shown  daily. 


Blackwell  Distributes 
Coulter  Premiums 

Kansas  City — Homer  Blackwell  of  the 
Independent  Poster  has  taken  over  distri- 
bution of  the  Coulter  Premium  Co.  line 
in  western  Missouri  and  Kansas.  The 
line  includes  kitchenware,  dining  ware, 
silverware,  cliina,  dresserware,  etc. 

The  Coulter  premiums  formerly  were 
handled  here  by  the  late  Joe  Levy. 


Kansas  City — At  the  business  meeting 
of  the  Variety  Club  Monday  night.  Chief 
Barker  George  Baker  announced  the 
club’s  committee  personnel  for  the  year. 

Earl  Jameson  heads  the  house  commit- 
tee, with  Reube  Finkelstein  vice-chairman, 
and  Russell  Borg,  L.  F.  Durland,  and  Jack 
Shriner  members. 

Harry  McClure  is  chairman  of  the  en- 
tertainment committee,  which  has  as  mem- 
bers Jerry  Zigmond,  Bob  Haley,  Stanley 
Chambers,  Don  (WHB)  Davis,  and  Bar- 
ney Joffee. 

Other  committees  and  their  personnel 
are: 

Publicity.  Senn  Lawler,  chairman; 
Jesse  Shlyen,  Lowell  Lawrance,  Landon 
Laird,  W.  P.  Bernfield,  and  Claud  Morris. 

Charity:  Arthur  Cole,  chairman;  Harold 
Lux,  R.  R.  Biechele,  Bob  Withers,  Frank 
Hensler,  and  Ward  Scott. 

Finance:  Sam  Abend,  chairman;  Bob 
Withers,  Jim  States,  Lee  Jones,  Tommy 
Thompson,  and  E.  C.  Rhoden. 

Ways  and  Means:  Charley  Gregory, 
chairman;  C.  A.  Schultz,  Ward  Scott,  Sam 
Abend,  Peck  Baker,  R.  R.  Biechele,  Earl 
Jameson,  Chuck  Esterle,  Fred  Wolfson, 
Stanley  Garrity. 

Initiation:  Frank  Hensler,  chairman; 
Frank  Bowen,  Norris  Cresswell,  Dr.  C.  L. 
Gilles. 

Bowling:  Jim  Lewis. 

Family  Night:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finton 
Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Withers,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  LeRoy  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
RusseU  Borg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Fuller. 

Picnic:  William  Warner,  chairman;  Joe 
Manfre,  LeRoy  Miller,  George  Fuller,  Russ 
Borg,  Arthur  Cole,  Jack  Gregory,  Charley 
Gregory,  Tommy  Thompson,  Frank  Hens- 
ler, Ben  Marcus,  and  Bob  Withers. 

Games:  Harold  Lux  and  Bob  Withers. 

Kings  for  a Day,  Jinx  Club,  and  Satur- 
day Nights:  Finton  Jones,  chairman, 
Homer  Blackwell,  Frank  Bowen,  Joe  Man- 
fre, Sam  Naster,  and  Reube  Finkelstein. 

Golf  Committee  and  Sheet  Club:  Tommy 
Thompson,  chairman;  Tom  Baldwin,  Jack 
Gregory,  Frank  Ritter,  E.  C.  Rhoden, 
Ralph  Morrow,  Charles  Shafer,  R.  C.  Li- 
Beau. 

Days  of  ’49  committee:  House  commit- 
tee. 

Heart  of  Variety  Shut-In  Shows:  Clar- 
ence Schultz,  chairman;  O.  K.  Mason, 
R.  R.  Biechele,  Jack  Gregory,  Don  Davis, 
and  Les  Durland. 

Cinema  Club  committee:  Douglas 

Desch,  chairman;  Leland  Allen,  Ralph 
Morrow,  Hal  Perrin,  John  Wangberg,  Leon 
Abraham. 

Christmas  Bowling  Tournament:  Frank 
Hensler,  chairman  for  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Fred  Meyn,  chairman,  Kansas  City,  Kas.; 
Jack  Truitt,  and  Charlie  Vaughan. 

Annual  Banquet:  Frank  Hensler  and 
Charlie  Shafer. 

New  officers  of  the  club  are  George  S. 
Baker,  chief  barker;  Finton  Jones,  first 
assistant;  G.  W.  Harttmann,  second  as- 
sistant; Sam  Abend,  treasurer,  and  Arthur 
Cole,  secretary. 
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GENERAL  REGISTER 


greets  1939  with  the  most  complete 


range  of  ticket  registers  ever  offered  exhibitors 
meet  YOUR  cash  control  requirements, 

3 Unit  "Gold  Seal" 

3 Unit  "Automaticket" 


one  of  which  is  designed  to 


3 Unit  "Automaticket" 


1.  Individual  unit  construction. 

2.  Issues  from  1 to  6 tickets. 

3.  All  units  can  be  oi)erated  at  once. 

4.  Unit  locking'  device — though  one  unit  is  locked 
it  does  not  Impair  the  use  of  other  units. 

r>.  Unit  Testing  device  allows  testing  and  cleaning 
of  knife  and  general  checking  of  the  machine 
without  issuing  tickets  or  running  up  the 
register. 

G.  I/ast  ticket  device  prevents  running  up  of 
counters  after  last  ticket  has  been  issued. 

7.  Stainless  steel  fop  plate. 


3 Unit  "Gold  Seal" 

The  Gold  Seal  is  so  popular  that  it  is  used  in  in- 
dustrial installations  as  well  as  in  many  of  the 
leading  theatres  throughout  the  uorld. 

1.  Solid  brass  top  plate. 

2.  Multiple  knife  action  cuts  tickets  clean. 

3.  Unit  locks. 

4.  Each  unit  equipped  Avith  anti-spin  control  to 
prevent  over  issuance  of  tickets. 

r>.  Reset  lever  aids  in  correcting  errors  and  sets 
all  keys  in  neutral  position. 

G.  Issues  from  1 to  5 fi<‘kets. 


★ ★ ★ ★ Star  Features  Incorporated  in  ALL 

3 Unit  "Self  Drive  -^Knives  are  self-sharpening  — but  when 

Automaticket"  necessary  can  be  rapidly  and  easily  re- 

placed. 

-KNon-reversible — tamperproof  counters  make 
for  an  absolute  check. 

"kCases  of  heavy  gauge  — crinkle  finished 
cold  rolled  steel  make  the  machine  a rust- 
proof— safelike  container  for  tickets. 

-kAll  machines  available  in  sizes  of  1 to  6 
units. 

All  machines  guaranteed  for  1 year. 


General  Registers 

3 Unit  Model  "H" 


3 Unit  "Self  Drive  Automaticket" 

Positively  the  lowest  priced  QUAUITY  manuall.v 

opejated  ticket  register  on  the  market  today. 

Especially  designed  for  theatres  of  small  seating 

capacity. 

1.  Stainless  Steel  Top  Plate. 

2.  Issues  single  tickets  after  a velvet-like  touch 
on  one  of  the  positive-drive  buttons. 

3.  Large,  colorful,  easily  identified  buttons  elimi- 
nate costly  errors. 

4.  Unit  locks  prevent  selling  of  incorrect  tickets. 

5.  Lightness  in  weight  makes  the  machine  ex- 
tremely portable  lor  insertion  and  removal  from 
the  Box  Office  morning  and  night. 


3 Unit  Model  "H" 

The  manually  operated  ticket  register  designed 
especially  lor  theatres  of  moderate  seating  ca- 
l>aclty. 

1.  Issues  1 to  5 tickets. 

2.  One  piece  stainless  steel  top  plate. 

3.  Latest  design  hinged  door. 

4.  Unit  construction. 

Those  who  use  Model  “H’s”  snear  BY  them,  not 
AT  them. 

Available  at  small  extra  charges — 1.  Twin  Motors  on  the  Automaticket.  2.  Cash  Trays — all  sizes — for  all  ma- 
chines except  Model  "H."  3.  Oversized  magazines  of  ten  thousand  ticket  capacity  for  all  machines.  Other 

extra  accessories  obtainable  for  small  extra  charges. 


For  further  information  we  refer  you  to  our  AUTHORIZED  dealer  in  your  territory  or 

GENERAL  REGISTER  CORPORATION 

1540  BROADWAY  — NEW  YORK 

1018  South  Wabash  Ave.  CHIGAGO  280  Golden  Gate  Ave.  SAN  FRANCISCO 


"Inside  Nazi  Germany”  Has 
Pros  and  Cons  in  Omaha 


Omaha — Pickets  picketed  pickets  at  the 
evening  showing  of  Julien  Bryan’s  “Inside 
Nazi  Germany”  at  the  Paramount  here. 

Pickets  first  appeared  at  the  afternoon 
matinee  when  three  women  paraded  in 
front  of  the  theatre  with  placards  “Is 
Julien  Bryan  a Red?” 

The  picketing  of  the  pickets  came  in 
the  evening  when  more  than  30  members 
of  the  truck  drivers’  union,  Local  554, 
appeared.  Tliey  came,  they  said,  “inter- 
ested in  protecting  Americanism.” 

Men  stationed  to  hand  out  circulars 
were  stopped  by  police,  who  informed  them 
that  it  would  be  a violation  of  the  city 
handbill  ordinance.  The  circulars  had 
been  prepared  by  the  group  objecting  to 
the  showing  of  the  film. 

Tlie  truckers’  placards  read  “American 
Workers  Will  Never  Tolerate  Fascism.” 

Opposition  to  the  film,  which  caused 
seven  members  of  the  original  sponsoring 
committee  to  withdraw,  also  was  carried 
to  the  city  welfare  board  to  no  avail. 

Keith  Wilson,  World-Herald  drama 
critic,  who  reviewed  the  picture,  said  “with- 
out the  voice  of  Julien  Bryan  to  interpret 
them,  the  scenes  that  make  up  his  “In- 
side Nazi  Germany”  might  well  be  pro- 
Hitler  propaganda  and  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  the  Nazis  should  object 
to  his  taking  them.” 

Resolution  Would  Suspend 
Indicted  Radio  Stars 

St.  Paul — Jack  Benny  and  George  Burns 
stars  of  screen  and  radio,  were  hit  indi- 
rectly when  the  public  welfare  committee 
of  the  lower  house  of  the  Minnesota  state 
legislature  approved  a resolution  ui’ging 
suspension  of  radio  stars  indicted  on  crimi- 
nal charges  carrying  a minimum  penalty 
of  one  year  imprisonment. 

Representative  L.  E.  Brophy,  Minneapo- 
lis, who  introduced  the  resolution,  said  it 
was  designed  to  have  the  federal  radio 
commission  bar  from  the  air  celebrities 
involved  recently  in  gem  smuggling  prose- 
cutions. 

Brophy  said  “at  least  one  of  the  indicted 
stars  had  ‘belittled’  the  criminal  action.” 


Topics  in  Des  Moines 


Des  Moines — Topics  of  the  day  in  film 
circles  here: 

If  Nebraska  passes  that  law  putting 
picture  business  there  under  the  railroad 
commission,  will  film  firms  move  exchange 
headquarters  to  Des  Moines?  Echoes  of 
such  a New  York  report  have  reached 
the  Iowa  exchanges. 

The  triple  bill  at  the  Family  Theatre: 
“How  to  Undress  in  Front  of  Your  Hus- 
band,” “The  March  of  Crime,”  and 
“Strange  Adventures.” 

The  WOW  film  short  on  “WOW  Goes 
to  the  Fair.”  The  Omaha  radio  station’s 
use  of  the  screen  medium  to  advertise 
itself  is  getting  comment. 


And  That's 
No  Bull 

Kansas  City — Someone  asked  John 
Wangberg  of  RKO  the  other  day  if 
"Jesse  James"  was  his  picture. 

"No,"  quipped  Wangberg.  "We've 
got  Ferdinand." 

Home  Talent  Show 
A Hit  in  Hastings 

Omaha — Presentation  of  home  talent  mu- 
sicals in  Hastings,  Neb.,  by  Orville  Rennie, 
manager  of  Tri-States’  Rivoli  there,  was 
featured  in  a full  page  of  pictures  in  the 
rotogravure  section  of  the  Omaha  World- 
Herald  on  Sunday. 

Rennie,  himself  a former  musical  com- 
edy tenor,  hit  upon  the  plan  in  an  effort 
to  fill  up  the  lack  of  stage  shows.  Hast- 
ings was  formerly  a stopping  place  for 
every  roadshow,  which  made  the  jump 
from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Rockies. 

The  musical,  “Music  Hall  Fantasy,”  was 
built  around  a choir  and  the  Hastings 
American  Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps, 
six  times  state  champions. 

The  show  packed  the  Rivoli  for  two 
nights,  was  a boxoffice  smash. 

So  popular  was  the  musical  that  de- 
mands for  a repeat  performance  have 
brought  “Opera  vs.  Swing”  into  produc- 
tion, to  be  presented  February  2-4. 

Soloists  for  the  first  musical  included 
a mother,  a stenographer,  a student  and  a 
barber. 


At  Least  Stanley  Mayer 
Should  Be  Satisfied 

Des  Moines — Stanley  Mayer  of  the  20th 
Century-Fox  office  here  can’t  complain 
about  Iowa’s  vote  in  the  national  poll  of 
a King  and  Queen  of  the  films.  lowans 
ranked  Tyrone  Power  and  Sonja  Henie, 
both  20th  Century-Fox  stars,  at  the  top. 

Clark  Gable  (M-G-M)  and  Don  Ame- 
che  (20th  Century-Fox)  were  rvmners- 
up  for  King,  while  Myrna  Loy  (M-G-M) 
and  Bette  Davis  (Warner)  were  in  second 
and  third  place  for  queen. 


Klock  Acquires  Fredonia 
House  From  Art  Pugh 

Kansas  City — Glen  Klock  has  taken 
over  the  Peoples  Theatre,  Fredonia,  Kas., 
from  Art  Pugh,  who  also  operates  the 
White  way  in  Fredonia.  Klock  has  the 
Klock  at  Neodesha,  Kas. 


Paging  the  O'Haras 


Des  Moines — Under  the  head,  “Public- 
ity Man’s  Slip,”  the  following  editorial 
appeared  in  the  Register  when  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  cast  for  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  was  received: 

“Most  of  us  can  bear  the  thought  that 
it  is  an  English  actress  who  is  to  play 
Scarlett  in  the  said-to-be-forthcoming 
screen  version  of  ‘Gone  With  the  Wind,’ 
but  since  there  are  some  few  who  feel 
aggrieved  by  the  choice,  the  producing 
studio  has  felt  obliged  to  explain  it. 

“Vivien  Leigh,  the  studio  would  have  us 
know,  though  born  in  India,  is  of  French- 
Irish  descent. 

“That  should  help.  But  then  the  expla- 
nation goes  on  to  placate  Dixie  by  point- 
ing out  that  ‘The  southern  aristocracy  of 
Civil  war  days  was  proud  of  its  British 
ancestry.’ 

“Would  the  southern  O’Haras,  by  any 
chance,  make  that  boast?” 


IIL  H M C O IIL  M 

gHOW  business  is  hard  on  Cupid.  Har- 
old Hellerich,  all  set  to  get  married, 
engagement  announced,  etc.,  was  told  last 
week  he  was  to  be  transferred  to  Colo- 
rado and  manage  a theatre  at  Grand 
Junction.  Still  trying  to  wiggle  off  the 
hook,  because  he  was  to  be  married  Feb- 
ruary 18  . . . J.  H.  Cooper,  in  from  New 
York,  and  L.  J.  Finske,  his  division  mana- 
ger from  Denver,  dropped  into  town  for 
a week’s  stay,  winding  up  preliminaries 
for  the  opening  of  the  Orpheum. 

Shows  are  putting  up  the  cash  to  send 
Mrs.  Marvin  Jackson,  Naponee,  Neb.,  farm- 
er’s wife,  to  Hollywood,  as  the  winner  of 
the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star’s  poll  of  mo- 
tion pictures.  The  lady  will  leave  February 
12  a7id  be  gone  a week  . . . Bob  Livingston 
sometimes  feeds  as  many  as  26  legislators 
a day,  which  is  why  checks  are  called 
“grunts”  . . . Nebraska  county  and  state 
fair  managers  convene  here  this  week  for 
a three-day  session,  formulating  policies 
for  the  shows  of  1939  and  buying  acts. 
About  25  bookers,  of  one  kind  or  another, 
ivill  make  the  convention  . . . Ray  Trampe 
and  Ted  Kempkes  had  presentation  cere- 
monies at  their  theatres  in  Clay  Center 
and  February,  giving  awards  in  the  Sun- 
day Journal  and  Star  poll. 

Incidentally,  that  winner  of  the  news- 
paper contest,  saw  most  of  her  pictures 
at  George  Hall’s  Franklin,  Neb.,  theatre 
. . . Your  Boxoffice  correspondent  sound- 
ed out  for  appearance  in  the  Booth  boys 
situation.  Auburn,  Neb.,  in  March,  to  talk 
on  the  movies.  Occasion  is  the  convention 
of  the  Nebraska  Federation  of  Women’s 
clubs  . . . Bob  Huffman  sporting  the  boule- 
vards with  a shiny  new  car,  one  of  those 
maroon  colored  jobs  ...  Ed  Vaughan 
bugged  by  a sudden  urge  to  thrift,  but 
insists  he  just  wants  money — and  not  to 
marry  . . . 'Theatre  Row  snooker  tourney 
has  run  afoul  of  a lot  of  busy  guys,  so 
the  windup  is  still  in  doubt. 
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J^LONG  Filmrow  with  snow  on  their 

whiskers:  Frank  Weary,  Richmond.  Mo.; 
Paul  Getting,  Concordia,  Kas.;  Walt  Tal- 
bott, Rogers,  Ark.;  Homer  Garber,  Bax- 
ter Springs,  Kas.;  Curly  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.,  who  said  he  got  used  to  snow 
selling  film  years  ago  in  North  Dakota 
when  travel  was  by  open  car;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Brandt,  Oregon,  Mo.;  Gus  Diamond, 
Salina,  Kas.,  and  Arkansas  City,  Kas.; 
Glen  Klock,  Neodesha,  Kas.;  Wayne  Jen- 
kins, Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.;  Joe  Ghosen,  Se- 
dalia.  Mo.;  Lee  Sproule,  Newton,  Kas. 

On  the  sick  list:  Mabel  Fiske  of  Grand 
National  at  St.  Luke’s;  Stan  Goldberg  of 
Metro  Premiums,  and  Rube  Melcher,  the 
popcorn  man,  at  Menorah — Stan  with  an 
infected  foot  from  doing  so  much  running 
around,  and  Rube  with  pneumonia. 

Scene:  Jim  Poland  of  the  Independent 
Theatre  Supply  putting  crackers  out  on 
the  window  sill  for  the  birds  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Fuller  of  20th-Fox  left  last 
Friday  for  Florida  with  their  daughter, 
Mary  Jane. 

Lester  Martin,  manager  of  Book  Treas- 
ures, Chicago,  was  here  last  week  with 
Beverly  Miller,  local  distributor,  and  the 
two  attended  the  Sedalia,  Mo.,  meeting  of 
the  KMT  A. 

Ed  Durwood  and  Mrs.  Durwood  left 
Thursday  for  Hollywood  Beach,  Fla.,  for 
several  weeks’  vacationing. 

As  usual  we  are  late,  but  the  stork 
wasn’t.  On  January  8 he  deposited  the  nic- 
est bundle  at  the  Leland  Allen  iof  Com- 
monwealth) home  you  ever  saw.  Lola  May 
arrived  via  Menorah  hospital. 

Tag:  Virginia  McMillan,  Paramount, 
“The  Flower  Girl.”  Where  do  they  come 
from  Va?  . . . The  film  folk  really  were 
abroad  Saturday  night:  at  the  hockey 
game  were  Frank  Hensler  and  the  Missus, 
and  Ml’,  and  Mrs.  Claud  Morris,  along  with 
the  Bev  Millers.  Spotted  the  same  even- 
ing at  Hanley’s  Grill  on  the  Plaza  were 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bud  Riley,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Parkhurst,  and  Ernie  Leeves. 

Stebbins  has  sold  chairs  for  the  450-seat 
Boone,  new  Commonwealth  house  at  Co- 
lumbia, Mo.,  along  with  floor  coverings  and 
ticket  machines.  The  theatre  is  being 
equipped  with  RCA  sound  via  Don  “Hifi” 
Davis.  The  Boone  opens  January  28  with 
Rex  Barrett,  Commonwealth  manager  in 
Columbia,  where  the  group  also  operates 
the  Uptown,  at  the  helm. 

Add  Exhibitors:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard- 
son, Mt.  Vernon,  Mo.;  Tom  Wilhoit,  Platts- 
burg.  Mo.;  C.  C.  Rhodes,  Warsaw,  Mo.; 
E.  E.  Tagader,  Mac  Theatre,  McPherson, 
Kas. 

George  Dembow  and  Harry  Taylor  of 
National  Screen  Service  were  here  Wed- 
nesday conferring  with  Charley  Gregory, 
local  branch  manager. 

Jack  Johnston  of  the  Ritz,  McPherson, 
Kas.,  is  in  the  hospital  suffering  from  a 
nervous  breakdown. 


A Dearth  of  Big 
Name  Offerings 

Minneapolis  — The  Minnseota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  would  like  to  bring  in  a large 
number  of  stage  shows  to  Minneapolis, 
but  they  just  aren’t  to  be  had,  according 
to  John  J.  Friedl,  the  circuit’s  general 
manager. 

At  present,  there  is  no  plan  to  bring  back 
the  policy  of  vaudeville  and  films  at  the 
Orpheum  here,  although  there  apparently 
is  a revival  of  flesh-and-blood  entertain- 
ment throughout  the  east.  And  the  reason 
that  vaudeville  doesn’t  impend  for  Minne- 
apolis in  the  near  future  is  because  of  a 
scarcity  of  available  big-time  name  and 
quality  acts,  he  says. 

While  in  the  east  during  the  past  fort- 
night winding  up  the  details  of  some  of 
his  film  product  deals,  Friedl  sought  stage 
shows,  but  in  vain.  He  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing only  one  definite  booking — another 
Major  Bowes  unit  for  the  Orpheum  the 
week  of  February  17. 

'The  pictures,  night  clubs  and  radio  have 
grabbed  off  the  cream  of  the  stage  talent 
which,  because  of  these  demands  upon  it, 
can  only  give  a limited  amount  of  time  to 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr.,  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
lohn  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


He  Remembers  When — 


Kanasa  City — C.  C.  Rhodes,  who  oper- 
ates the  Roxy  at  Warsaw,  Mo.,  was  on 
Filmrow  this  week  and  recalled  that  in  the 
early  days  of  radio  broadcasting  about  15 
years  ago,  he  operated  a station,  WNAR, 
at  Butler,  Mo.  One  of  the  programs  he 
broadcast  once  a week  was  the  Butler 
Band,  then  and  now  directed  by  Charles 
Fisk,  Butler  exhibitor.  The  band  has 
achieved  a wide  reputation. 

Broadcasts  lasted  an  hour  or  an  hour 
and  a half,  afternoon  and  evenings,  and 
usually  got  under  way  a little  later  than 
the  scheduled  time.  When  this  happened, 
Rhodes  always  had  a phrase  that  did  for 
apology:  “WNAR — We  Never  Are  Ready.” 
The  airways  were  pretty  clear  in  those 
days,  and  the  program  reached  Mexico, 
Canada,  and  the  eastern  seaboard.  Once 
Rhodes  received  a letter  from  a ship,  the 
passengers  of  which  had  heard  one  of  his 
programs  in  mid-Atlantic. 


stage  appearances.  And  these  stage  ap- 
pearances now  are  confined  principally  to 
New  York  and  Chicago,  he  points  out. 

At  that,  during  the  present  season,  the 
Minneapolis  Orpheum  has  played  many  of 
the  big-name  bands,  leaving  only  a few 
still  to  angle  after,  Friedl  points  out. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 


ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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^HE  Joe  Podoloffs  have  adopted  a ten 
weeks’  old  baby  girl  and  the  20th-Fox 
branch  manager  is  a mighty  happy  daddy 
these  days.  He  went  to  the  Cradle,  Evans- 
ton, 111.,  last  week  to  obtain  the  tike. 
With  Joe  in  such  good  humor  now’s  an 
opportune  time  to  put  through  that  film 
deal  . . . Harold  Johnson,  Universal 
branch  manager,  back  from  Duluth,  tells 
of  roads  that  are  solid  sheets  of  ice  that 
make  motoring  difficult  . . . Ed.  Howe, 
Jordan,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  treating  Film- 
row  to  bottles  of  beer  from  his  town’s 
brewery. 

Out-of-toimi  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Jack  Heywood,  New  Richmond, 
Wis.;  L.  C.  Molitor,  Stewart,  Minn.;  Mike 
De  Fae,  Milbank,  S.  D.;  K.  Jahnig,  Whea- 
ton, Minn.;  Carl  Sather,  Annadale,  Minn., 
and  E.  Sorenson,  Elkton,  S.  D.  . . . Asked 
if  he  will  permit  himself  to  be  drafted 
for  mayor,  W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of 
Northwest  Allied  and  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  chief  barker,  says:  “I  don’t  know 
a thing  about  it.  I haven’t  any  statement 
to  make.” 

The  long  heralded  and  widely  acclaimed 
“Jesse  James”  goes  into  the  State  here 
February  3 . . . Clara  Eisenberg,  secre- 
tary at  the  Elliott  Film  Co.  for  13  years, 
resigned  to  join  Universal  where  she  has 
been  added  to  the  office  staff  to  help 
handle  rapidly  increasing  business  . . . 
Charlie  Stoflet  promoted  from  head  of 
checking  department  to  sales  staff  at 
M-G-M.  He  takes  over  the  North  Dak.ta 
territory  formerly  covered  by  the  late  Walt 
McKeen  . . . Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district 
manager,  visited  Omaha  branch  briefiy. 

Due  to  illness,  the  likable  and  efficient 
Fred  Finnegan  has  taken  an  indefinite 
leave  of  absence  from  his  post  as  Uni- 
versal office  manager.  R.  H.  Stahl  has 
been  transferrd  here  from  Des  Moines  to 
pinch  hit  for  him  ...  A big  crowd  nd 
much  fun  at  the  United  Artists  Twin  City 
Variety  Club  party.  Ray  Wylie’s  “Crazy 
Aucti07i”  good  for  lots  of  laughs  . . . Co- 
lumbia giving  the  party  at  the  Variety 
Club  Saturday  night,  with  door  prizes  and 
Bingo  . . . George  Granstrom,  prominent 


Timely  Arrival 


Des  Moines — A press  agent  couldn’t 
have  timed  Harry  Gillette’s  visit  to  Des 
Moines  any  better. 

Harry,  a former  Des  Moines  newsboy 
and  now  a Hollywood  extra,  rolled  into 
town  to  discover  he  was  appearing  on  the 
screen  at  three  theatres  here. 

He  worked  in  “Secrets  of  a Nurse,” 
playing  at  the  Orpheum  and  in  “Stand  Up 
and  Fight,”  showing  at  the  Des  Moines 
and  Roosevelt  theatres. 

Gillette  says  he  worked  in  93  pictures 
last  year  and  he  expects  to  be  back  at 
it  after  spending  three  weeks  with  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Rose  Abrams,  here. 

He  stopped  in  Omaha  on  his  way  in  to 
chat  with  Ted  Emerson  about  the  days 
when  Gillette  was  serving  as  master  of 
ceremonies  for  amateur  acts  at  the  Ca- 
sino Theatre  in  Des  Moines. 


St.  Paul  independent  exhibitor  entertained 
friends  at  a cocktail  party  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

W.  A.  Steffes  and  Bennie  Berger,  who 
attended  the  national  Allied  States  pact 
conference  in  Washington,  didn’t  remain 
over  in  New  York  for  the  Louis-Lewis 
fight  after  all.  Business  called  them  back 
to  Minneapolis  Monday.  However,  they 
were  at  the  ringside  of  the  Miskie-Gil- 
lespie  scrap,  a dandy  heavyweight  scrap 
at  the  Palace  Theatre  . . . Universal  screen- 
ed “Son  of  Fi-ankenstein”  and  the  branch 
is  enthusiastic.  Harold  Johnson,  branch 
manager,  calls  attention  to  the  “phenome- 
nal” business  it  is  doing  elsewhere. 

Lew  Lichtenstein,  20th-Fox  home-offics 
special  auditor,  here  making  a final  audit 
of  the  local  results  for  the  S.  R.  Kent 
drive  period.  He  stated  that  the  Minne- 
apolis branch  is  assured  of  a high  rating 
nationally.  This  will  mean  much  larger 
cash  prizes  for  the  entire  staff  than  pre- 
viously had  been  anticipated  . . . Bob 
Long,  M-G-M  auditor,  in  Rochester,  Minn., 
going  through  the  Mayo  clinic.  Morrie 
Abrams,  special  M-G-M  exploiteer,  ac- 
companied him  there  and  worked  cm 
“Stand  Up  aiid  Fight.” 

Bill  Watmough,  Grand  National  sales- 
man, back  in  town  after  a two-week  swing 
through  the  territory  . . . Jack  Goldhar, 
United  Artists  district  manager,  in  town 
. . . Fredric  Ulman  jr.,  Pathe  News  exec- 
utive here  to  supervise  “shooting”  of  St. 
Paul  Winter  Carnival  ...  In  13  games 
to  date,  Minneapolis  American  Association 
professional  hockey  team  has  drawn  more 
paid  attendance  than  was  pulled  for  all 
of  last  season  with  its  24  games. 

RKO  has  been  preparing  for  the  George 
Schaefer  drive  which  continues  18  weeks. 
“Nickey”  Goldhammer,  branch  manager, 
hopes  to  have  his  office  out  m the  fro7it 
. . . Art  Ableson,  Devils  Lake,  N.  D.,  ex- 
hibitor, brought  his  ill  child  to  Minne- 
apolis for  medical  attention  . . . Bill  Grant 
still  in  front  in  Warner  Bros,  salesmen’s 
race  in  the  third  annual  Sears  drive,  but 
Charlie  Jackson  is  close  on  his  heels  and 
Bill  Shartin  has  come  up  from  seventh  to 
fifth  place  . . . Orpheum’ s next  stage 
show  is  another  Major  Bowes  unit  Feb- 
ruary 17  . . . George  Granstrom  over  his 
illness  and  back  at  work  at  his  Grandview 
Theatre,  St.  Paul. 

Joe  Stern,  independent  exchange  owner, 
and  the  missus  to  motor  to  Texas  next 
month  . . . Ben  Blotcky,  Paramount  dis- 
trict manager,  back  from  St.  Louis  and 
New  York  business  trip.  In  New  York 
he  witnessed  the  Farr-Burman  fight.  Says 
“Union  Pacific”  is  a roadshow  if  there 
ever  was  one  . . . Minneapolis  Symphony 
orchestra  to  go  out  of  existence  after 
end  of  this  season  if  $25,000  isn’t  raised 
by  February  1. 

“Blondie”  smashed  the  Gopher  boxof- 
fice  here  by  a considerable  margin,  gross- 
ing over  $5,000  as  against  a $3,500  to  $4,000 
average  for  the  new  showhouse  . . . Jack 
Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager,  a visitor. 


An  Iowa  Angle  to 
Johnston  Jnbilee 

Des  Moines — Monogram’s  upcoming  cel- 
ebration of  President  W.  Ray  Johnston’s 
silver  jubilee  in  motion  pictures  takes  on 
special  significance  for  F.  E.  Judd,  who 
directs  distribution  of  the  company’s  pic- 
tures in  this  state,  because  Johnston  is 
a former  Iowan. 

Johnston  left  his  job  with  a Waterloo, 
la.,  mausoleum  concern  in  1917  and  headed 
east  vdth  a new  mail  order  suit  and  a 
position  with  the  old  Thanhouser  Film 
Co.  which  was  45  minutes  from  Broad- 
way in  New  Rochelle. 

Johnston  found  his  acting  left  much  to 
be  desired,  but  found  his  niche  behind  the 
cameras  and  climbed  to  the  presidency 
of  a firm  that  has  “never  had  a bad  year.” 

His  formula:  “If  a picture  can  make  an 
audience  cry — and  not  just  cry  from  bore- 
dom— the  chances  are  nine  out  of  ten  it’ll 
be  a hit.” 

Star  Phone  Talks  Become 
Standard  at  Lincoln 

Lincoln — Voices  over  the  telephone  of 
Hollywood’s  famous  are  becoming  no  nov- 
elty in  Lincoln.  In  the  last  four  months, 
Rosemary,  Priscilla  Lane,  Pat  O’Brien  and 
Penny  Singleton-Arthur  Lake  have  been 
phoned  and  talked  to  by  Barney  Oldfield, 
Sunday  Journal  and  Star  newspaper  critic, 
from  the  stage  of  theatres  here.  He  talked 
with  Rosemary  and  Priscilla  Lane  for  the 
opening  of  “Four  Daughters,”  with  Pat 
O’Brien  for  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,” 
and  with  the  Lake-Singleton  pairing  on  the 
opening  of  the  Liberty  with  “Blondie.” 
Conversations  were  amplified  both  ways 
from  the  stage  to  the  house,  so  the  audi- 
ence could  listen  in. 


W.  Ruggles  to  Columbia 

Hollywood — Wesley  Ruggles  joins  Co- 
lumbia as  a producer-director  following 
completion  of  “Invitation  to  Happiness” 
at  Paramount. 


A Word  May  Cost 


Des  Moines — One  lit  le  word  may  keep 
Jimmy  Fidler’s  pictm’e,  “Garden  of  the 
Moon,”  showing  at  the  Orpheum  here  this 
week,  from  doing  so  well  with  Independent 
Exhibitors  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

That  one  word  is  a sarcastic  “maybe” 
which  Fidler  attached  to  the  Motion  Pic- 
tures’ Greatest  Year’s  first  slogan,  “Movies 
Are  Your  Best  Entertainment,”  during  one 
of  his  national  hookup  broadcasts. 

At  the  Independent  Exhibitors’  conven- 
tion here  last  fall,  feeling  against  Fidler, 
for  his  remark,  ran  high  and  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  was  that  since  he  made 
his  living  through  the  medium  of  motion 
pictures,  he  should  boost  rather  than  knock 
the  industry’s  efforts  to  improve.  More 
than  one  theatre  owner  promised  Fidler’s 
then  forthcoming  picture  a very  cool  re- 
ception. 


56 


BOXOFFICE  :j.  January  28,  1939 


€>  m A IHII  A 

THE  heaviest  snow  of  the  winter  couldn’t 

keep  the  exhibitors  away  from  Filmrow. 
Among  those  checking  in  were:  C.  J. 
Kremer,  Rialto,  Stanton,  Neb.;  D.  L. 
Frank,  Plaza,  Humboldt,  Neb.;  C.  A.  Sar- 
torius,  Capitol,  Harley,  la.;  R.  E.  Brown, 
Harlan,  la.;  Howard  Federer,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc.,  Lin- 
coln; Phil  Lannon,  Nebraskan,  West 
Point. 

Fay  Farber  has  joined  the  M-G-M  staff 
here  as  a biller  . . . The  M-G-M  corps 
sat  in  on  a filming  of  “Idiot’s  Delight’’ 
Sunday  and  were  raving  about  it  ..  . 
Harold  Ironfield,  20th-Fox,  salesman,  is 
back  on  the  fob,  having  recovered  from  a 
severely  burned  hand  the  result  of  his 
Christmas  tree  catching  on  fire. 

Tibbye  Wolfson,  20th-Pox  biller,  will 
leave  for  New  York  February  1 and  a 
two-week  vacation  . . . Carl  Krumrei,  for- 
merly operator  of  the  screening  room,  has 
also  gone  vacationing. 

R.  C.  Libeaux,  Kansas  City,  Paramount 
district  manager,  held  a sales  meeting 
for  employes  at  the  Fontenelle  Hotel  last 
week  . . . Hymie  Novitsky,  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  Republic  and  GN  here,  is  now 
operating  the  Hayes  Cafe  just  off  Film- 
row. 

The  lobby  of  the  Orpheum  was  filled 
with  “Kentucky”  atmosphere.  Usherettes 
were  in  jockey  silks  and  a stable  was 
built  in  the  lobby  with  the  call  board  and 
all.  It  was  the  Kentucky  Derby  for  sure. 
Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  publicity  maes- 
tro, was  very  much  impressed  by  Orpheum 
Manager  Bill  Miskell’s  generosity  in  in- 
viting all  Kentucky  colonels  in  this  terri- 
tory to  witness  “Kentucky”  as  the  the- 
atre’s guests.  Emerson  decided,  however, 
there  was  a method  in  Miskell’s  madness. 
Ted  figures  Bill  hopes,  that  Governor 
“Happy”  Chandler  of  Kentucky  will  in- 
vite the  admirals  of  the  Great  Navy  of 
Nebraska  to  see  next  spring’s  Kentucky 
Derby. 

Dates  for  the  Omaha  auditions  in  the 
RKO  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contests  will 
be  announced  soon.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  auditions  over  a local  radio 
station.  Application  blanks  are  available 
at  the  Brandeis  . . . R.  G.  Olson,  Uni- 
versal salesman,  spent  last  week  in  Kan- 
sas . . . Fred  Horn,  new  manager  at  GN, 
is  greeting  the  customers. 

Best  crack  of  the  week  here  came  from 
Jake  Rachman,  World-Herald  columnist, 
who  said  “one  good  thing  about  double 
features,  is  that  you  can’t  come  in  in  the 
middle  of  both  of  them  . . . Keith  Wil- 
son, World-Herald  critic,  columned  the 
transporting  of  the  gold  railroad  spike, 
the  one  that  welded  the  transcontinental 
tracks  in  1869,  from  the  Stanford  Uni- 
versity museum  to  Hollywood  by  airplane 
as  a pointed  and  painful  insult  to  a rail- 
road. It  will  be  used  in  filming  the 
picture,  “Union  Pacific.” 

Louise  Cotter,  Brandeis  publicity  head, 
is  fast  recovering  from  a nasty  spill  on 
the  icy  pavement  . . . L.  C.  Ehlers,  mana- 
ger of  the  Minden,  Neb.,  Minden,  has  been 


elected  vice-president  of  that  city’s  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce. 

Orpheum  officials  expect  a new  all-time 
record  from  “Jesse  James,”  which  opens 
this  week  at  the  Tri-States  house.  A 
10  a.  m.  opening  has  been  scheduled  and 
a midnight  show  on  Saturday  will  give 
the  customers  plenty  of  room  to  shoot 
at  a new  mark. 

Series  of  Safe  Crackings 
At  Minneapolis  Houses 

Minneapolis — Yeggs  are  concentrating 
their  attention  on  local  neighborhood 
houses.  During  recent  weeks  they  have 
blasted  away  at  the  safes  of  four  different 
independent  uptown  theatres.  They  made 
their  biggest  haul  this  week  at  the  Nile, 
the  Volk  brothers’  de  luxe  house,  getting 
away  with  $600  after  cracking  the  safe, 
burning  papers  relating  to  the  theatre’s 
operations  and  damaging  office  and  the- 
atre equipment  and  furnishings. 

The  robbers  entered  the  Nile  through 
a rear  door  sometime  during  Sunday  night 
and  when  the  janitor  came  to  work  at 
7:30  a.  m.  Monday  he  was  confronted  with 
a shotgun.  The  bandits  then  forced  him 
into  a lounge  where  they  bound  him  with 
electric  cord  and  then  tore  up  drapes  to 
improvise  a gag. 

After  the  robbers  departure,  the  janitor 
freed  himself  and  called  the  assistant  man- 
ager, Kenneth  Erickson,  who  reported  the 
burglary  to  the  police. 

The  work  of  cracking  the  safe  evidently 
had  been  done  in  leisurely  fashion.  Police 
found  empty  pop  bottles  and  the  men  had 
eaten  cookies  and  other  foodstuffs  left 
after  a cooking  school  at  the  theatre.  Two 
acetylene  tanks,  cutting  torches  and  other 
equipment  had  been  stolen  from  another 
establishment. 

Yeggs,  who  hammered  a safe  in  the  El 
Lago  Theatre  here,  knocked  off  the  com- 
bination dial,  but  finally  gave  up  the  job, 
missing  more  than  $1,000  inside.  The  same 
gang  is  thought  to  have  tried  unsuccess- 
fully to  crack  the  safe  at  the  Leola,  a 
neighborhood  theatre  in  the  same  district. 
Entry  was  gained  to  both  showhouses  by 
jimmying  a door. 

A week  ago  burglars  broke  into  the  Lake 
Theatre  and  got  away  with  several  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Appeal  Action  Against 
The  Use  of  a Name 

Waterloo,  Ia. — The  Singer-Waterloo 
Corp.  will  appeal  to  the  supreme  court 
against  enforcement  of  a temporary  in- 
junction prohibiting  its  use  of  the  word 
“Iowa”  in  connection  with  the  Mort  H. 
Singer  Iowa  Theatre  here,  according  to 
John  Dostal,  manager. 

The  injunction  was  granted  to  Rosen- 
thal Brothers,  Inc.,  operators  of  Rosen- 
thal’s Iowa  Tlieatre. 


"Hunchback"  to  RKO 

Hollywood — RKO  has  purchased  “The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame”  from  M-G-M, 
which  company  several  years  ago  bought 
the  rights  from  Universal.  The  film  will 
be  made  on  a high-budget  scale  as  part 
of  RKO’s  1939-40  program. 


JT  IS  from  a bed  of  pain,  pelted  with  a 

barrage  of  aspirin  and  barricaded  with 
hot-water  bags,  that  this  watery-eyed 
correspondent  considers  Filmrow  this  week 
. . . KARCHEW!!!  . . . Podon,  plez  (we’re 
as  un-funny  as  a runny  nose,  but  did  you 
ever  try  to  crack  wise  when  your  head 
felt  like  Frankenstein’s  looks?)  . . . Sug- 
gestion Corner:  Why  doesn’t  some  bright 
exhibitor  show  that  really  swell  picture, 
“A  Man  to  Remember,”  and  play  up  its 
paralysis  theme  in  connection  with  the 
publicity  for  the  Birthday  Balls  January 
30?  It’s  a natural. 

How  well  do  you  know  your  Filmrow? 
Who  believes  that  if  you  lend  a friend 
five  bucks  and  never  see  him  again,  it 
was  worth  it?  Who  wears  an  oddly  set 
diamond  which  he  carelessly  offers  to  this 
gal  because  he  knows  she’d  have  to  sport 
it  on  her  big  toe?  What  exchange  goes 
SSS  Tonic  one  better  with  an  entire  sales 
force  of  them?  Who  keeps  three  I.W.W 
pen  sets  on  his  desk  (none  of  ’em’ll  work)  ? 
Who  is  the  Beau  Brummel  of  the  Row 
(clue:  L.W.)  ? Who  is  a popcorn  connois- 
seur? Who  has  some  etchings  and — be- 
lieve it  or  not — invites  no  one  up  to  see 
them?  Whose  sister  gave  his  wife  a roll- 
ing pin  for  Christmas?  What  exchange 
manager  telephoned  his  wife  and  sounded 
exactly  like  a young  blade  talking  to  his 
best  girl?  That,  in  case  you  don’t  know 
it,  IS  something!  Who  so  trustingly  gives 
us  all  that  off-the-record  news?  (Note  to 
editor-.  Some  of  the  contemporary  trade 
papers  are  trying  to  find  out,  too.  They’d 
like  to  get  some  so  Filmrow  would  put 
down  Boxoffice’s  gossipy  column  long 
enough  to  give  their  publication  a gander) . 
Answers  will  not  appear  next  week.  Send 
us  a stamped  addressed  envelope  and  you 
won’t  get  them,  either. 

Don  G.  West  of  Central  States  The- 
atres Corp.  and  Mrs.  West  are  doing  Hol- 
lywood in  great  style  if  that  picture  sent 
back  by  Universal  Studios  is  an  indica- 
tion. It  was  taken  while  the  Wests  were 
watching  shooting  on  “The  Spirit  of  Cul- 
ver,” with  Jackie  Cooper  and  Freddie 
Bartholomew  as  hosts. 

Sterling  Bemis  of  the  Register’s  feature 
and  film  department  is  keeping  his  family 
loyal  to  Nebraska.  Not  only  did  he  send 
his  wife  to  Lincoln  to  have  that  brand 
new  son,  but  she’s  staying  over  there  for 
a month  or  so.  Meanwhile,  Sterling  rushes 
home  at  odd  hours  to  exercise  the  dog. 

That’s  a questionable  break  Paramount 
Pictures  gets  on  tomorrow’s  Sunday  Reg- 
ister magazine  cover.  The  page  is  devoted 
to  Paramount  contract  players  whose  op- 
tions were  ignored  January  1.  The  color 
job  is  Punkins  Parker. 


Opens  in  Marshall 

Kansas  City — Reopening  of  the  remod- 
eled Marylou  Theatre  at  Marshall,  Mo.,  has 
been  scheduled  by  George  Hayob  for  Feb- 
ruary 5.  The  actual  opening  will  occur 
February  1,  but  George  has  set  the  fifth 
as  formal  opening  date,  with  local  ex- 
hibitors and  exchangemen  invited  to  at- 
tend. 
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Patience^  Dear  Subscribers.., 

We  acknowledge  your  cards,  letters 
and  phone  messages  asking  about  the 


BOXOFFICE 

BAROMETER 

It  is  rolling  on  the  presses  now  and  the 
complete  publication  soon  will  be  on 
its  v/ay  to  you.  It's  quite  a job,  requir- 
ing 512,000  impressions  on  the  big  cylin- 
der presses  that  are  turning  it  out.  So 
we  ask  your  patience. 

By  the  way,  it  has  an  attractive  new 
cover  this  year.  And  you  can  judge 
this  book  by  its  cover.  Its  contents,  as 
has  been  the  case  with  past  BARO- 
METERS, are  replete  with  practical  and 
useful  information.  Not  only  does  it 
focus  the  spotlight  on  what  product 
Hollywood  turned  out  last  year  but  it 
also  gives  you  quite  an  advance  look 
on  what  is  on  the  way  for  the  year  to 
come. 

And  then  there's  the  property  section 
devoted  to  the  Modem  Theatre;  the 
equipment  trade  directory  and  the  many 
other  PLUS  features  with  which  old 
BOXOFFICE  subscribers  are  well  fami- 
liar. And  then  some! 

. . . Ifll  Be  Off  the  Press  Soon! 


1939 

BOXOFFICE, 

4704  E.  9th  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Non-Subscribers  can  reserve 
their  copy  of  Barometer 

with  this  coupon 

Mail  It  Now  . . 


Reserve  my  copy  of  the  1939  BOXOFFICE 
BAROMETER  and  also  send  me  52  issues  of  BOX- 
OFFICE  and  its  many  fine  services  for  one  year. 
Here’s  my  $2. 
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Theatre 


Address 


Town 


State 
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Booth  Bill,  Games 
Ban  Introduced 

Charleston,  W.  Va. — Introduced  into 
the  legislature  here  are  several  bills  which 
are  holding  the  attention  of  West  Virginia 
theatre  owners  and  managers. 

Bank  Night  and  all  theatre  giveaways 
would  be  outlawed  under  terms  of  one  of 
the  bills. 

A labor-sponsored  bill  would  require  the 
employment  of  two  men  in  a theatre  pro- 
jection booth  at  all  times. 

Representatives  of  the  West  Virginia 
Managers  Ass’n  and  the  Independent  The- 
atre Owners  of  West  Virginia  have  been 
here  in  the  interest  of  the  Mountain  State 
exhibitors. 


Meadville,  Pa.,  Courl 
Exonerates  Bank  Night 

Meadville,  Pa.  — Judge  O.  Clare  Kent 
has  decreed  that  Bank  Night  is  not  a 
lottery,  the  court  making  permanent  an 
injunction  obtained  by  the  Park  Theatre 
Corp.  against  District  Attorney  Herbert 
A.  Mook  of  Crawford  county  and  other  law 
enforcement  officers  restraining  them 
from  interfering  with  Bank  Night. 

The  jurist’s  opinion  was  that  the  copy- 
righted contest  with  its  rules  and  regu- 
lations is  not  a lottery,  the  ruling  being 
that  the  Park  Theatre  operated  under 
these  rules.  Since  the  Park  Theatre  does 
not  require  the  purchase  of  an  admission 
ticket  to  participate  in  its  Bank  Night,  the 
drawings  for  cash  prizes  do  not  constitute 
a lottery,  Judge  Kent  decreed.  He  said: 

“Registrations,  entitling  the  registrant 
to  win  an  award,  are  free  and  the  right 
so  to  do  given  away,  the  lottery  laws  are 
not  violated.’’ 

The  case  has  been  in  the  local  courts 
for  a number  of  months. 


Haughton  Rebuilds  Alter 
Avalon  Theatre  Fire 

Pittsburgh  — L.  T.  Haughton  of  the 
Kayton  Theatres,  Inc.,  has  started  re- 
building the  Avalon  Theatre,  Montgomery, 
W.  Va.,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  re- 
cently. The  fire,  believed  to  have  origi- 
nated in  a small  room  near  the  screen, 
swept  through  the  auditorium  and  wrecked 
the  entire  building  except  that  the  booth 
was  not  touched. 

He  expects  that  the  property  will  be 
entirely  rebuilt  and  ready  for  opening  in 
about  a month. 


Stahl  Brothers  Reported 
Alter  Several  Houses 

Pittsburgh — Max  Stahl,  until  recently 
UA  manager  at  Cincinnati,  has  joined  his 
brother,  Harry  Stahl,  in  the  operation  of 
the  NuLuna  Theatre,  Sharon,  Pa.,  and 
reports  indicate  that  the  Stahl  brothers 
are  negotiating  for  several  other  theatres. 
Herman  Stahl,  another  brother,  operates 
the  Drake  Theatre,  Oil  City,  Pa. 


Wood  Cautions  Ohio  Showmen 
Not  to  Encourage  Tax  Shift 


"Too  Hot"  Just  That 
] In  Wilkinsburg 

Pittsburgh — “Too  Hot  to  Handle" 
Improved  just  that  as  a running  mate  for 
.'The  Lady  in  the  Morgue"  at  the  State 
Theatre  in  Wilkinsburg  when  a spark 
in  the  rewinder  ignited  the  film  and 
damaged  the  booth  and  adjoining  of- 
fice. Lewis  E.  Miller,  manager, 
'marched  patrons  out  without  injuries. 
The  damage  was  repaired  with  little 
loss  of  running  time. 

Akron  Second  Runs 
Near  a Price  War 


Columbus — “Any  change  in  Ohio  sales 
tax  law  should  be  discouraged’’  is  the 
subject  of  the  latest  bulletin  issued  by 
P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio. 

Every  theatre  owner  in  Ohio,  states  the 
bulletin,  should  be  vitally  concerned  in  any 
attempt  which  is  made  during  the  present 
session  of  the  legislature  to  change  the 
three  per  cent  consumers’  sales  tax  to  a 
gross  receipt  tax.  Such  a switch.  Wood 
points  out,  might  cause  the  collapse  of  the 
present  state  tax  structure  and  make 
necessary  a flood  of  new  taxes  and  in- 
creases in  present  taxes  including  the  ad- 
mission tax. 

Wood  therefore  cautions  all  theatre 
owners  not  to  lend  any  encouragement  to 
“the  efforts  now  being  made  to  switch 
from  a consumers’  sales  tax  to  a gross 
receipts  tax.” 


Akron,  Ohio — Visions  of  another  price 
war  in  the  downtown  second  run  houses 
appeared  when  the  Forum,  newly-built, 
went  into  a 10-15  cent  policy. 

Liberty,  second-run  house  operated  by 
Robert  Menches,  head  of  the  Akron  in- 
dependents, and  just  outside  the  business 
district,  recently  went  into  a straight  15 
cent  policy  with  double  bills. 


Lottery  and  Racing  Bills 
In  Pennsylvania  House 

Harrisburg — In  the  Pennsylvania  House 
hopper  here  are  bills  authorizing  two 
state-conducted  lotteries  annually  and  an- 
other proposing  licensing  of  three  horse- 
race tracks  with  pari-mutuel  betting.  Both 
sponsored  by  Philadelphia  Democrats,  the 
bills  are  designed  to  provide  revenue  for 
jobless  and  old-age  relief. 

Assemblyman  Francis  J.  Falkenstein’s 
bill  proposes  a commission  consisting  of 
the  Revenue  Secretary,  Welfare  Secretary, 
Auditor  General  and  two  gubernatorial 
appointees  to  conduct  the  lotteries.  Eighty 
per  cent  of  the  “take”  would  go  for  prizes, 
the  rest  for  relief  assistance. 

Representative  Charles  Melchiorre’s  bill 
would  set  up  a three-man  horse  racing 
commission  to  license  three  tracks  not 
less  than  100  miles  apart  in  the  state. 
Three  per  cent  of  the  pari-mutuel  money 
would  be  turned  back  to  the  state  for  job- 
less relief. 


Krul  Remodeling 

Detroit — J.  B.  Krul  is  going  ahead  with 
further  plans  for  remodeling  the  Fredro 
Theatre,  which  he  recently  acquired.  Con- 
tract for  reseating  is  to  be  let  this  week, 
and  a new  front  is  now  being  installed 
with  L.  B.  Jameson,  of  Hamtramck,  as 
architect. 


Student  Employment  Status 
Covered  in  ITO  Bulletin 

Columbus — ^The  status  of  student  em- 
ployment in  theatres  is  covered  in  the 
latest  ITO  bulletin  just  issued  by  P.  J. 
Wood,  secretary.  The  bulletin  states: 

“The  Ohio  law  exempts  student  payroll 
from  the  unemployment  compensation  tax, 
but  there  is  no  comparable  student  exemp- 
tion under  Title  IX  of  the  federal  social 
security  act.  Therefore,  the  full  amount 
of  the  federal  unemployment  compensa- 
tion tax  (one  percent  in  1936,  two  per 
cent  in  1937  and  three  per  cent  in  1938 
and  subsequent  years)  must  be  paid  on 
student  payrolls.  As  a result,  an  employer 
gains  nothing  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
state  exemption  on  student  payroll.  In 
fact,  the  employer  actually  loses  on  the 
proposition  because  such  federal  tax  as  he 
may  pay  on  student  payroll  is  not  credited 
to  his  reserve  account  for  merit-making 
purposes. 

“In  view  of  these  facts,  it  would  seem 
wise  for  all  theatres  employing  students  to 
elect  voluntarily  to  extend  the  coverage 
of  the  state  unemployment  compensation 
law  to  such  students.  Of  course,  by  elect- 
ing voluntarily  to  pay  the  tax  on  student 
payroll  into  the  state  fund,  an  employer 
at  the  same  time  makes  such  students 
eligible  for  unemployment  compensation 
benefits.  In  this  connection,  however,  it 
is  our  opinion  that  few  students  actually 
will  be  able  to  qualify  for  benefits  and, 
therefore,  such  benefits  as  may  be  charged 
to  any  employers  reserve  account  as  a re- 
sult of  payment  to  students,  will  be  negli- 
gible.” 

“In  order  to  extend  the  application  of 
the  Ohio  unemployment  compensation  law 
to  students  in  their  employ,  it  is  necessary 
for  the  employers  to  file  voluntary  election 
Form.  No.  UCO-31  with  the  Ohio  unem- 
ployment compensation  commission  at  Co- 
lumbus. These  forms  may  be  obtained  di- 
rectly from  the  Ohio  Unemployment  Com- 
pensation Commission,  427  Cleveland  Ave., 
Columbus. 
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Public  Opinion  Forces  Place 
In  Ohio  for  "Mamlock" 


Cleveland — Faced  by  an  aroused  public 
opinion,  the  Ohio  board  of  censors,  after 
banning  “Professor  Mamlock”  from  ex- 
hibition in  the  state,  Wednesday  passed 
the  film  \vith  only  minor  deletions.  It 
opens  locally  at  the  City  Theatre  on  Feb- 
ruary 3. 

The  attack  against  the  board  for  ban- 
ning “Mamlock”  was  led  by  W.  Ward 
Marsh,  film  editor  of  the  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer,  who  challenged  the  body  to  either 
okay  the  film  or  to  give  good  cause  for 
barring  it  from  Ohio. 

He  was  backed  up  by  Rep.  Harry 
Dworkin,  Cleveland  Democrat,  who  di’aft- 
ed  an  amendment  to  the  Ohio  laws  seek- 
ing to  curb  the  board’s  power  to  reject 
motion  pictures  for  “political  content.” 
The  local  CIO  council,  through  Secretary 
A.  E.  Stevenson,  also  protested  the  board’s 
ban  on  “Mamlock.” 

Roy  Reichelderfer,  censor  chief,  ori- 
ginally termed  the  controversial  picture 
as  “harmful,”  even  though  “Mamlock” 
had  passed  censor  boards  in  the  remain- 
ing 47  states. 


Detroit  lATSE's  Hand 
To  Sound  Servicers 

Detroit — Local  199,  lATSE,  has  voted 
to  widen  its  jurisdiction  by  taking  in  the- 
atre sound  service  engineers.  This  craft 
started  to  be  organized  by  the  lA  about  a 
year  ago  but  this  was  the  first  action  of- 
ficially taken  in  the  field  in  the  city  of 
Detroit. 

Seven  engineers  in  all  are  included  in 
the  new  jurisdiction  divided  between  RCA 
Mfg.  Co.  and  Altec  Service. 


Ray  Moon  and  Robertson 
Incorporate  Mutual 

Detroit — Mutual  Theatres,  formed  some 
weeks  ago  by  Raymond  E.  Moon  and  James 
E.  Robertson,  has  now  been  incorporated 
under  Michigan  laws  as  Mutual  Theatres, 
Inc.  Moon  and  Robertson  are  sole  incor- 
porators. Capital  stock  is  stated  as  $1,100, 
assets  $1,100.  Offices  have  been  estab- 
lished at  807  Fox  Theatre  Bldg.  Company 
will  furnish  service  to  theatre  owners. 


RCA  for  New  Oz 

Fremont,  Mich. — RCA  sound  equipment 
has  been  ordered  for  the  new  Oz  Theatre 
here  under  construc'.ion  by  Harry  Hedler, 
it  is  announced  by  W.  H.  Trunick,  sales 
manager  for  RCA  in  Michigan. 


Weekend  Shows  at  Bellville 

Bellville,  Ohio  — The  Park  Theatre, 
operated  by  A.  F.  Ramsey,  has  been  re- 
opened here.  Policy  will  be  film  pro- 
grams every  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights, 
according  to  Mr.  Ramsey. 


And  Bicycling  Is 
Forbidden 

Detroit — Heard  at  the  booking  desk: 

The  Exhibitor:  Can  you  give  me  the 
Dead  End  Kids  in  an  Our  Gang  Com- 
edy? 

The  disgusted  booker — No,  they're 
playing  in  the  Seven  Dwarfs. 

Pays  Weekly  Fine; 
Keeps  Operating 

Pittsburgh — Bart  Dattola,  New  Ken- 
sington theatre  owner,  is  continuing  Sun- 
day fUm  exhibitions  at  one  of  his  the- 
atres there  and  is  paying  a weekly  fine, 
Sunday  film  referendum  was  defeated  in 
1935  but  last  summer  he  was  approached 
by  the  Junior  Patrol  to  operate  Sunday 
shows  and  turn  over  a percentage  of  the 
receipts.  Warner  Bros,  and  Dattola,  each 
operating  two  theatres  at  New  Kensington, 
agreed  to  a plan  for  each  to  operate  one 
theatre  on  Sundays.  In  four  months  the 
theatres  had  given  the  Junior  Patrol 
around  $2,000,  it  is  understood,  and  there 
had  been  no  police  interference.  Recently 
pressure  was  brought  on  the  theatres  and 
Dattola  and  a representative  of  Warner 
Bros,  were  brought  before  a local  justice. 
Warner  discontinued  the  Sunday  shows, 
but  Dattola  continued  and  has  operated 
for  three  weeks.  He  is  fined  under  the 
Sunday  act  of  1935  the  sum  of  $50  for 
each  Sunday  operation.  Costs  are  $6.90. 

Now,  it  is  understood,  local  authorities 
are  endeavoring  to  fine  employes  of  Dat- 
tola’s  theatre,  not  under  the  Sunday  film 
act,  but  under  an  old  Blue  Law.  Dattola 
is  reported  ready  to  take  action  to  close 
all  business  in  New  Kensington  on  Sun- 
day if  authorities  continue  their  effort  to 
fine  the  theatre  employes. 


Entertainment  Ranks 
Free  With  Fund  Aid 

Pittsburgh — Local  theatrical  and  night 
club  world  is  assisting  in  the  fight  against 
infantile  paralysis  by  volunteering  its 
services  for  the  entertainment  at  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s  birthday  ball  in  the  Hotel 
William  Penn.  George  LaRay  and  Robert 
Beach,  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Actors,  are  cooperating  with  the  entertain- 
ment committee  and  have  pledged  the  en- 
tire program  to  be  without  charge.  Harry 
M.  Kalmine,  Warner  zone  manager,  has 
offered  the  stage  show  from  the  Stanley 
Theatre  and  night  club  proprietors  have 
likewise  pledged  their  shows. 


Unlicensed  Showing 
Results  in  Fines 

Beaver,  Pa. — ^Five  alleged  Communists 
appeared  before  Judge  Frank  E.  Reader 
to  appeal  fines  totaling  $325  and  $93  in 
costs  imposed  by  Squire  Leo  P.  McGee- 
han  of  Midland  where  they  were  arrested 
for  showing  the  motion  picture  “Lenin  in 
October.”  At  the  same  time  District  At- 
torney Robert  E.  McCreary  sought  special 
permission  from  the  Pennsylvania  state 
board  of  censors  to  screen  the  film  which 
was  seized,  together  with  a sound  projec- 
tor, by  20  American  Legionnaires  who 
were  angered  by  the  allegedly  Communis- 
tic exhibition.  The  five  men  were  ar- 
rested on  a charge  of  operating  without  a 
license,  according  to  Police  Chief  William 
Fox  of  Midland.  An  audience  of  200  did 
not  interfere  with  the  legionnaires  when 
they  confiscated  the  equipment  and  film 
and  the  entire  show  was  not  screened.  The 
exhibition  was  sponsored  by  the  Interna- 
tional Workers  Organization  and  the 
legionnaires  stopped  the  show  after  re- 
ceiving information  that  the  film  had  not 
been  passed  by  the  Pennsylvania  board  of 
censors. 

District  Attorney  McCreary  said  iegion- 
naires  of  other  posts  wanted  to  see  the 
picture  to  learn  more  fully  the  kind  of 
propaganda  they  are  fighting. 

A squad  from  Ambridge  prevented 
showing  of  the  picture  at  a meeting  of  the 
International  Workers  Organization  when 
they  attended  an  advertised  meeting  in  a 
Duss  Avenue  lodge  hall. 

Squire  McGeehan  of  Midland,  in  im- 
posing the  fines,  referred  to  the  film,  and 
said: 

“We  don’t  need  that  sort  of  thing  here. 
When  we  want  to  change  our  government, 
we  do  it  by  ballots,  not  bullets.” 

Those  arrested  and  fined  were  Edward 
Karpa,  28,  and  his  brother,  John,  20,  both 
of  Ambridge:  Sidney  Horowitz,  alias  Sid- 
ney Harvey,  22,  of  1805  El  Paso  St.,  Pitts- 
burgh; Joe  Potts,  32,  of  Ambridge,  and 
John  Chuldenko,  16,  of  Midland.  Attor- 
ney Eugene  Caputo  of  Ambridge,  former 
state  assemblyman,  is  representing  the 
five  defendants. 


Flemion  Leaves  Detroit 
GN  Helm  February  4 

Detroit— William  Flemion,  branch  man- 
ager for  Monogram  Pictures  here,  is  leav- 
ing Monogram  on  February  4,  it  was  dis- 
closed this  week.  Flemion’s  future  re- 
mained in  mystery,  as  he  was  reported 
considering  several  different  propositions, 
but  it  was  considered  likely  that  he  will 
make  a favorable  connection  with  another 
Detroit  organization. 

Flemion’s  successor  in  Detroit  remained 
undisclosed.  Addition  to  Monogram’s 
staff  of  Harlan  Starr,  formerly  manager 
of  GB  here,  and  for  years  before  that 
manager  of  the  Educational  exchange,  was 
reported,  and  reports,  wholly  unconfirmed, 
were  that  Starr  might  be  slated  for  the 
post  vacated  by  Flemion. 
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Pitt  Agrees  on  "King;" 
Names  Davis  "Queen" 

Pittsburgh — Tyrone  Power,  named  King 
of  the  Movies  in  a coast-to-coast  poll  of 
readers  of  more  than  60  leading  news- 
papers, was  the  choice  of  local  voters  who 
participated  in  Tne  Pittsburgo  Press  poll, 
while  Jeanette  MacDonald,  who  won  the 
national  contest  as  Queen  of  the  Movies 
for  1939,  was  in  sixth  place  here. 

Bette  Davis,  Myrna  Loy,  LoreJa  Young, 
Sonja  Henie  and  Shirley  Temple  in  the 
order  named  topped  the  votes  cast  for 
Queen  MacDonald  here.  Clark  Gable, 
second  in  the  national  poll,  was  second 
in  the  local  contest. 

National  vote  resulted  as  follows: 

Tyrone  Power,  Jeanette  MacDonald, 
first;  Clark  Gable,  Sonja  Henie,  second; 
Spencer  Tracy,  Myrna  Loy,  third;  Nelson 
Eddy,  Bette  Davis,  fourth;  Richard 
Greene,  Loretta  Young,  fifth. 


Open-Air  Amphitheatre 
Due  for  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — An  open-air  amphitheatre 
in  South  Park  will  be  constructed  this 
year,  according  to  Allegheny  County  Com- 
missioner John  J.  Kane.  The  stage  will 
be  built  in  a natural  bowl  not  far  from 
the  fair  grounds,  and  seats  will  be  con- 
structed only  where  the  slope  of  the  hol- 
low does  not  permit  vision.  Plays  and 
musical  programs  will  be  presented.  Cost 
of  the  project  will  be  financed  out  of 
current  park  bonds. 


Boost  for  Seven 
Pitt  Metroites 

Pittsburgh  — Promotions  within  the 
ranks  of  M-G-M  are  announced  by  Burt 
Bishop,  branch  manager,  as  follows; 

Herbert  W.  Genter,  salesman  and  for- 
mer office  manager,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  branch  as  office 
manager. 

Saul  Gottlieb,  formerly  main  line  sales- 
man, is  now  city  representative. 

Milton  Brauman,  office  manager,  has 
been  advanced  to  the  main  line  sales  post. 

Edwin  J.  Moriarty,  first  booker,  moves 
up  to  the  position  of  office  manager. 

John  Zomnir  advances  from  second  to 
first  booker. 

Max  Shabason  is  promoted  from  third 
to  second  booker. 

Irvin  Jacobs  moves  up  to  the  third 
booking  post  from  the  poster  room. 


George  Wheeler  Returns 

Pittsburgh — George  Wheeler  has  re- 
turned to  film  sales  duties  here,  joining 
the  Grand  National  staff.  He  replaces 
M.  Silverberg,  resigned.  Wheeler,  former 
GB  representative  here,  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  GN  at  the  Washington  brancn 
for  several  months. 


Shiits  and  Promotions 
For  Manos  Managers 

Greensburg,  Pa. — Promotions  and  shift- 
ing of  managers  in  several  of  the  theatres 
of  the  Manos  circuit  are  announced  by 
Bernie  Buchheit,  district  manager. 

William  Bryan,  formerly  at  Vandergrift, 
Pa.,  has  been  named  manager  of  the  new 
Manos  Theatre,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  and  filling 
the  Vandergrift  spot  is  Ernie  Dock,  for- 
merly at  Latrobe,  Pa.  Dick  McCool  moves 
into  Latrobe  from  Blairsville,  Pa.,  and 
John  Ward,  formerly  McCool’s  assistant 
there,  is  now  the  manager.  Ward  is  the 
son-in-law  of  William  Lipsie,  associate 
with  Michael  Manos. 

Dick  McCool,  who  has  made  rapid  strides 
in  showmanship,  was  promoted  from  the 
projection  booth  of  a Latrobe  theatre  two 
years  ago.  Now  he  returns  there  as  the- 
atre manager. 

Theatrical  Credit  Union 
Adds  Medical  Service 

Pittsburgh — A group  medical  and  hos- 
pitalization committee  has  been  added  to 
functions  of  the  Pittsburgh  Allied  The- 
atrical Crafts  Credit  Union  as  new  of- 
ficers assume  duties. 

The  union,  which  declared  a five  per 
cent  savings  account  dividend,  named  A. 
L.  Criswell,  president;  Louis  Indo,  vice- 
president;  Charles  M.  Bengele,  trea- 
surer, and  William  H.  Thompson,  Charles 
Appel,  Leo  Budd,  Angelo  Marino,  John 
Indo  and  William  J.  Humphreys  as  di- 
rectors. James  J.  Clair  was  reelected  credit 
committee  chairman. 


It’s  “ROUND-UP”  Time  Again 

AT  REPUBLIC'S  PITTSBURGH  EXCHANGE 

Jim  Alexander’s  19tli  Annual  Round-Up 

FEBRUARY-MARCH— APRIL 


I 


Come  In  and  Learn  All  About  That  New  Philco 
Mystery  Control  Radio  We  Are  Giving  Away 


I 


GENE  AUTRY,  The  World  s Leading  Cowboy 

ROY  ROGERS  THREE  MESQUITEERS 

Down  in  "Arkansaw"  ■ — I Stand  Accused  — Storm  Over  Bengal 

Federal  Man-Hunt  — Orphans  of  the  Street 

— COMING  — 

MAN  OF  CONQUEST  — With  Richard  Dix  — Gail  Patrick 
— And  last  but  not  least.  The  World's  Finest  Serials  — 

Hi  Yo  Silver!  — 'THE  LONE  RANGER  RIDES  AGAIN" 


Republic  Pictures  Corp.of  Pittsburgh 


1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies 


ATlantic  4858 
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^RT  MORRONE  and  Vince  Josack  re- 
port everything  in  order  at  the  Inter- 
national Seat  Corp.  factory  at  Union  City, 
Indiana,  which  they  visited  last  week  . . . 
R.  S.  Steer  of  the  RCA  Photophone  sales 
department  at  Cincinnati  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  city  where  he  is  employed 
as  a commercial  engineer  handling  police 
transmitters.  The  Cincinnati  sales  post 
goes  to  Tom  Fischer,  formerly  of  the  RCA 
factory  at  Camden,  N.  J.  . . . “Tobacco 
Road”  which  returns  to  the  Nixon  The- 
atre for  its  seventh  engagement,  opening 
January  30,  will  play  one-night  stands  at 
Johnstown,  Altoona,  Uniontown  and 
Butler. 

Variety  Club  chairmen  are  scheduled  as 
follows:  Dave  Leff,  January  30;  William 
Green,  January  31;  Pat  Haley,  February 
1;  John  O.  Hooley,  February  2;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Kramer,  February  3;  Ray 
Doumey,  February  4 . . . Harry  Feinstein, 
WB  circuit  booker,  was  in  New  York  on 
business  last  week,  and  John  H.  Harris 
tvas  in  Neiv  York,  Chicago  and  Detroit 
. . . Nate  Lazier,  representative  of  Berio 
Vending  Co.,  reports  that  the  theatre 
candy  machine  business  is  good  and  that 
his  two  trucks  are  kept  busy  covering  the 
local  area. 

Ellwood  Ohleger,  20th-Fox  shipper  for 
14  years,  is  the  champ  Family  Man  of 
Filmrow.  Last  Thursday  at  Montefiore 
Hospital  his  wife  presented  him  with  twin 
daughters.  Already  at  home  are  three 
daughters  and  a son.  Twins,  who  make  the 
first  half  dozen,  are  named  Joyce  and 
June.  Young  Mr.  Ohleger  used  to  smoke 
cigars.  Then  the  babies  started  coming. 
He  tried  stogies.  Then  cigarettes.  Now 
he’s  smoking  a corncob  pipe.  And  liking 
it.  Best  wishes  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ohleger  and 
family,  and  here’s  hoping  that  all  your 
troubles  will  be  little  ones  and  that  Papa 
gets  promoted  and  prospers  forever  after. 

B.  H.  Potts,  Wellsburg,  W.  Va.,  theatre 
manager,  booking  here  the  other  day,  de- 
nied that  there  had  been  a theatre  fire 
at  either  of  the  houses  which  he  operates 
. . . C.  B.  Hall,  veteran  Parkersburg,  W. 
Va.,  exhibitor,  another  Filmrow  shopper 
this  week,  stated  that  he  would  be  vaca- 
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tioning  in  Florida  within  a few  days  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  J.  Walker  have  re- 
turned from  a mo7ith’s  vacation  spent  in 
New  Orleans,  Miami  and  other  southern 
cities. 

William  Decker,  Warner  Bros,  city  man- 
ager at  Johnstown,  is  reported  resting  at 
a hospital  there  following  a heart  attack 
...  Si  Feld,  New  Universal’s  sales  repre- 
sentative, arrived  in  this  territory  exactly 
ten  years  ago  as  general  manager  of 
distribution  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin 
Johnson’s  “Simba.”  This  picture  is  still 
in  circulation  and  only  last  week  was 
viewed  by  a large  audience  here  as  a sub- 
stitute for  a lecturer  who  didn’t  show  up 
for  his  lecture. 

Duke  Prince,  manager  of  Shea’s  Or- 
pheum  Theatre,  McKees  Rocks,  is  chair- 
man of  the  Social  Civic  Club’s  second  an- 
nual dance,  an  event  of  February  13  in 
the  Chatterbox  of  the  William  Penn  Hotel. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  Boys’  Club  of  McKees 
Rocks  . . . Martin  Seed,  son  of  Harry 
Seed,  local  Vitagraph  manager,  is  now 
representing  Globe  Poster  Co.  in  this  area. 

William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  Sewickley  exhibi- 
tor, will  depart  for  Florida  within  a few 
days  where  he  will  recuperate  after  a long 
illness  . . . Guy  Vincent  Ida,  McDonald 
and  Springdale  exhibitor,  honeymooning 
in  the  South,  will  be  at  home  soon  in  West 
Lincoln  avenue,  McDonald.  His  bride  is  the 
former  Miss  Alma  Fini. 

Joseph  R.  Kauffman  and  his  local  New 
Universal  sales  representatives  have 
copped  the  big  dough  in  the  company’s 
recent  sales  drive,  the  Pittsburghers  all 
covering  themselves  with  glory  in  leadmg 
the  national  field  . . . Edgar  Moss,  20th- 
Fox  district  manager,  was  a visitor  this 
week.  Other  recent  visitors  at  the  same 
branch  were  William  J.  Clark  and  Harvey 
B.  Day  . . . June  Baker,  the  Alexander 
Film  Co.  district  boss,  was  on  Filmrow  this 
week.  He  didn’t  say  so,  but  we  under- 
stand that  his  firm  is  entering  the  com- 
ing-attraction screen  trailer  business. 

Sol  Goldberg,  former  Elkins  exhibitor, 
was  around  saying  hello  ...  A record 
Pittsburgh  delegation  will  attend  the  ITO 
of  W.  Va.,  meeting  and  Charles  Dortic- 
Robert  Dunbar  banquet  at  the  Waldo 
Hotel,  Clarksburg,  on  February  28.  Every 
film  exchange  will  be  represented  by  at 
least  one  salesman  or  manager  and  it  is 
expected  that  all  supply  and  accessory 
houses  will  be  represented. 

Harry  Grelle  is  himself  again,  now  that 
Mrs.  Grelle  has  returned  from  a local 
hospital  . . . Following  Helen  Hayes’  ‘‘Vic- 
toria Regina,”  which  closed  its  triumphant 
tour  here  after  establishing  new  all-time 
records  at  the  Nixon  Theatre,  the  legit 
house  is  presenting  a return  engagement 
of  ‘‘Tobacco  Road,”  week  of  January  30; 
Tallulah  Bankhead  in  ‘‘The  Little  Foxes,” 
week  of  February  6;  ‘‘Bachelor  Born,” 
week  of  February  13;  “What  a Life”  week 
of  February  20. 

Art  Levy,  Columbia  manager,  reports 
business  humming  with  the  Personal 
Achievement  Campaign,  which  closes 
f Continued  on  page  66) 


Trailer-Made  Service  Unit 
Opened  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Trailer-Made  Service  has 
opened  a Cleveland  office  at  318  Film 
Bldg.,  under  the  supervision  of  Carl  Lau- 
fer.  Laufer  was  formerly  accountant  for 
Exhibitor  Poster  Service  Co.  of  this  city. 

Simultaneously  with  the  formal  opening 
of  the  office  on  Saturday  Laufer  an- 
nounces that  65  contracts  for  Trailer- 
Made  Service  have  been  signed  in  this 
territory.  Included  in  the  contracts  are 
several  leading  local  circuits,  such  as  As- 
sociated 'Tlreatres  and  Scoville,  Essick 
and  Reif. 


Franchise  Acquired 
By  Dave  Rosenfeld 

Pittsburgh — Dave  Rosenfeld,  operator 
of  Independent  Display  Co.,  here,  has  ac- 
quired the  Trailer-Made  franchise  for 
western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia. 

Associated  with  Leroy  D.  Kendis  of  the 
Exhibitor  Poster  Service  Co.  of  Cleveland, 
a corporation  has  been  formed  which  is 
known  as  the  P&O  Trailer  Co.,  Inc.  Pinal 
details  of  establishing  the  new  enterprise 
were  worked  out  following  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Poster  Service 
Ass’n  at  New  York.  Sales  representative 
here  will  be  Eli  Kauffman,  former  local 
exhibitor. 


Critic  George  Seibel  Is 
Pittsburgh  Magistrate 

Pittsburgh — George  Seibel,  former  dra- 
matic critic  of  the  Pittsburgh  Sun-Tele- 
graph, appointed  morals  court  magistrate 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Albert  D.  Brandon,  has  assumed  his  new 
duties.  Author,  critic,  lecturer  and  radio 
commentator,  Seibel  was  a member  of  the 
morals  efficiency  commission  here  some 
27  years  ago. 


Reserved  Seat  Debut  lor 
"Pygmalion"  in  Pitt 

Pittsburgh — George  Bernard  Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion”  will  open  with  a special  re- 
served seat  performance  at  Loew’s  Penn 
Theatre  the  night  of  February  9.  Follow- 
ing the  opening,  “Pygmalion”  will  be  pre- 
sented on  regular  continuous  schedule,  at 
regular  prices. 


Columbia  Club  Elects 

Pittsburgh  — Columbia  Pep  Club,  a 
social  and  beneficial  organization  just  es- 
tablished by  employes  of  Columbia  Pic- 
tures Corp.,  has  elected  Joe  Gins  as  presi- 
dent; Mildred  Greenstone,  secretary; 
Robert  Kimelman,  treasurer;  Eva  Reiff, 
vice-president. 


Tax  Refund  for  Steamers 

Frankfort,  Ky. — Circuit  Judge  William 
B.  Ardery  has  ordered  the  state  to  re- 
fund, with  interest,  $1,058  collected  in 
amusement  taxes  from  Streckfus  Steamers, 
Inc.,  St.  Louis,  on  tickets  to  excursions 
and  dances  on  its  boats  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers,  during  1936. 
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A Street  Widening 
Nears  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Widening  of  Gratiot  Ave., 
from  the  Grand  Boulevard  to  Pennsylvania 
Ave. — a stretch  of  about  a mile  and  a half 
— is  expected  to  go  into  the  construction 
stage  sometime  this  summer,  according  to 
current  plans.  The  matter  has  been  pro- 
jected for  about  ten  years,  and  widening 
of  the  thoroughfare  over  a distance  of 
about  11  miles  is  completed  everywhere 
except  in  this  one  stretch. 

Five  theatres  will  be  affected  by  the 
widening — Fred  De  Dodder’s  Boulevard; 
Julius  D.  London’s  Arcadia;  Otto  Marx’s 
Europa;  Wisper  and  Wetsman’s  Roose- 
velt, and  William  Schuttenhelm’s  Dawn. 
The  first  four  are  on  the  north  side  of 
the  street,  and  will  not  be  materially  af- 
fected by  the  widening,  but  the  entire 
front  of  the  Dawn,  on  the  south  side,  and 
adjoining  stores,  will  be  torn  away. 

The  auditorium  of  the  Dawn  is  so  situ- 
ated that  it  will  not  be  affected,  but  the 
present  side  auditorium  wall  will  become 
the  front  street  wall — offering  gigantic 
billboard  possibilities  unequalled  by  almost 
any  other  house  in  town  along  its  prin- 
cipal street.  This  front  will  be  covered 
with  a macotta  structure,  and  a new  front 
erected  on  the  corner,  in  modernistic  cir- 
cular style — since  the  new  street  layout 
will  place  the  house  for  the  first  time  on 
a corner.  Plans  for  this  house  call  for 
one  of  the  finest  neighborhood  remodeling 
jobs  done  here  in  a long  time. 


Two  in  Detroit  Develop 
Control  Over  Premiums 

Detroit — A couple  of  new  solutions  of 
the  premium  problem  have  been  worked 
out  by  Detroit  houses,  visits  this  week 
disclosed.  At  J.  B.  Krul’s  Fredro,  for  in- 
stance, customers  are  admitted  at  straight 
15  cents — but  on  premium  nights,  they 
are  charged  20  cents  if  they  wish  a prem- 
ium. This  five-cent  differential,  says 
Krul,  goes  a long  way  to  paying  for  the 
additional  cost  of  the  premium  to  the 
house,  and  still  allows  all  customers  who 
really  want  dishes  or  other  gifts  an  op- 
portunity to  get  them  at  low  cost. 

At  another  east  side  house,  the  manager 
passes  out  coupons  good  for  dishes — but 
they  must  be  redeemed  on  the  same  night 
of  the  week,  one  week  later.  In  this  way, 
transients  are  not  given  dishes,  and  the 
customer  must  come  at  least  twice  on  the 
same  night  of  the  week  to  get  one  dish — 
thereby  restricting  giveaways  to  regular 
customers,  and  preventing  exploitation  by 
premium  “shoppers”  floating  from  one 
house  to  another. 


Paglia  Reopens  at  Wheeling 
Pittsburgh  — Temple  Theatre,  Wheel- 
ing, W.  Va.,  operated  by  Albert  Paglia, 
closed  for  six  weeks,  has  reopened. 


BOB  PELTIER,  who  completely  remodel- 
ed his  Bijou  Theatre  into  the  Jewel,  at 
Mount  Clemens,  a few  months  ago,  has 
been  refurbishing  his  other  house,  the 
Macomb  . . . S.  K.  Wickersham  is  report- 
ed as  closing  his  Silver  Theatre  at  Che- 
boygan, Mich. 

Doug  Smith,  vaudeville  master  of  cere- 
monies, is  distributor  for  Auction  Night 
in  this  territory  and  has  established  head- 
quarters at  1409  Hurlbut.  Among  "cus- 
tomers” are  Al  Ruttenberg’s  Iris  here,  the 
Palace  at  Windsor,  Ont.,  Majestic  at  Strat- 
ford, Ont.,  and  Capitol  at  Toronto. 

R.  L.  Birchfield  has  troubles  with  the 
“opposition”  at  his  Palace  'Tlieatre — the 
street  cars.  Every  time  a car  goes  by  on 
the  street,  conversation  at  the  ticket  booth 
becomes  very  difficult,  although  it  is  not 
noticeably  bad  inside  the  house. 

Harry  Hoffman,  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, is  getting  the  youngsters  to  come 
back  to  his  hoxise,  by  giving  away  rare 
stamps  each  week  . . . Herbie  Lewis,  of 
the  Red  Wings,  started  to  make  a speech 
at  Variety’s  luncheon — and  everybody 
walked  out  on  him,  led  by  his  owni  team- 
mates. 

Mac  Krim,  circuiteer,  reports  no  business 
on  westerns  at  his  Lasky  Tlieatre,  “unless 
everyone  gets,  killed — even  the  cameraman 
and  sound  crew”  . . . Ralph  Ruben  was 
practicing  up  a week  early  for  his  big 
crowd  for  Amusement  Supply  Day. 

Irene  Chargot,  daughter  of  Exhibitor 
Michael  J.  Chargot,  did  a good  job  sign- 
ing up  film  men  for  a special  program 
for  the  Junior  League  of  Catholic  Women. 

Ray  Schreiber  has  closed  the  Blackstone 
Theatre  No.  2,  Woodward  Ave.  house,  his 
other  four  houses  on  the  same  street  re- 
maining open. 

Carl  Buermele,  general  manager  of  Coop, 
left  Saturday  for  a month’s  vacation  in 
Florida  . . . Elmer  Zuehlke,  general  mana- 
ger of  Cassidy  Theatres,  is  in  Harper  Hos- 
pital here  for  a couple  of  weeks,  and  plans 
to  join  William  A.  Cassidy  in  Florida  about 
February  1 . . . Emil  H.  Beck,  independent 
booker,  expects  to  add  some  new  upstate 
accounts  shortly  . . . Jake  Schreiber,  ex- 
circuit owner,  is  in  Florida. 

Otto  Bolle,  formerly  manager  of  Para- 
mount here,  is  now  at  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  for  20th  Century-Fox.  He 
recently  completed  a survey  of  the  dis- 
tribution field  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
and  plans  are  understood  to  be  afoot  for 
Fox  to  handle  distribution  for  all  pro- 
ducers In  the  territory  through  a central 
exchange,  with  Bolle  probably  getting  the 
assignment. 

Charles  H.  Powell,  representative  of 
Skillful  Screeno,  is  rejoining  National 
Screen  Service,  with  which  he  was  for- 
merly connected  for  several  years.  He  will 
cover  both  city  and  state  territories  . . . 
Perry  Nathan,  special  representative  of 
National  Screen,  was  in  town  for  a week 
visiting  Manager  Harris  Silverberg. 

Dave  Flayer  of  the  Amo  Theatre  has 


decided  that  Lou  Giffels,  Olympia  man- 
ager, is  his  real  opposition  . . . Flayer  is 
considering  a tieup  with  that  big  bakery 
in  the  next  block  to  give  away  loaves  of 
bread  as  premiums  . . . Mac  Krim  of  the 
Harmony  and  Bernard  Brooks  of  the 
President — three  blocks  apart — got  con- 
fabbing about  premiums  the  other  day. 
And  Nat  Haase  of  Metro  Premiums, 
charged,  “It’s  conspiracy!” 

Frank  Stuart  of  the  Colonial  got  him- 
self locked  in  Saturday  night — and  we 
don’t  mean  by  the  police  . . . Harry  Hoff- 
man, manager  of  the  Majestic,  was  flab- 
bergasted this  jveek  when  a patron  came 
up  after  seeing  a Technicolor  film,  and 
demanded  50  per  cent  refund  because  he 
was  colorblind! 

Wisper  and  Wetsman  circuit  has  ar- 
ranged an  exclusive  tieup  with  WJBK  for 
six  of  their  theatres  for  a contest  for  radio 
amateurs.  Youngsters  who  win  in  each 
of  the  theatres  will  get  an  air  appearance 
over  WJBK  . . . Douglas  Brosey  has  taken 
over  the  Amsterdam  Theatre,  northwest 
suburban  house,  from  David  Helman. 

Alban  J.  Norris  of  Michigan  Film  Li- 
brary, is  taking  over  distribution  of 
"Jubilee,”  Catholic  film,  for  both  I6mm 
and  35m77i  prmts.  Charles  Garner  will 
handle  theatrical  distributio7i  of  "Gol- 
gotha” for  Norris,  and  already  has  several 
dates  booked  for  Lent. 

William  A.  Uskall,  who  has  been  with 
the  editorial  staff  of  Jam  Handy  Picture 
Service  here,  is  moving  to  New  York  City 
where  he  will  hold  a similar  job  with  the 
company,  as  well  as  doubling  with  the 
creative  contact  division  of  the  eastern 
production  unit. 

Jack  Yates,  electricia7i  at  the  Avenue 
a7id  Gayety  theatres  for  ma7iy  years,  is 
convalescmg  from  a stroke  . . . MacMille7i, 
sergea7it-at-arms  of  the  I A local  here,  has 
ret7ir7ied  to  the  Colo7iial  Theatre  as  stage 
ha7id,  with  Ted  Cook,  formerly  of  the 
Oriental,  Chicago,  as  7naster  of  ceremo7iies. 

George  W.  Weeks,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Monogram  Pictures,  was  a visitor 
to  the  Detroit  office  last  week,  en  route 
to  the  West  Coast,  and  will  be  back  here 
in  a month  on  his  way  east  again  . . . 
Sergeant  Joseph  Kollar,  back  in  the  Film 
Building  censoring  films  for  a few  weeks. 

Dian7ie  Louise  Kapla7i  is  the  name  of  the 
latest  additio7i  to  the  Dave  Kapla7i  fam- 
ily— a7id  Phil  Kapla7i’s  first  grandchild 
. . . Jack  Zide,  handlmg  "The  Birth  of  a 
Baby,”  has  booked  it  for  the  Ber7istein 
Theatres  at  Bay  City  a7id  the  Gibsori  at 
Gree7iville  . . . Eddie  Dau  is  managmg  J.  C. 
Ritter’s  Boulevard  Theatre  07i  Gratiot 
Avenue. 


To  Upstate  Exhibitors 

Why  bother  with  the  routine  of  bookings? 
Let  me  handle  your  problems  in  this  field. 

EMIL  H.  BECK 

919  Fox  Bids'.  Detroit 

Cherry  1890 
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A Quartet  of  Barkers — 

Four  chief  barkers  of  Tent  No.  5,  Detroit  Variety  Club.  Edgar  Kirchner 
at  the  left  ivas  chief  barker  in  1937.  William  A.  Carlson,  1938’s  retiring  of- 
ficial. hands  the  gavel  to  Incoming  Barker  Charles  C.  Perry,  while  John 
E.  Flynn,  senior  chief  barker  and  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the 
1939  annual  convention  in  Detroit,  looks  on. 


Detroit  Variety  Slates 
Activities  to  May  8 

Detroit — An  ambitious  schedule  of  ac- 
tivities, mapped  as  far  ahead  as  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  has  been  outlined  for  the  Va- 
riety Club  here  by  William  Carlson,  chair- 
man of  the  entertainment  committee.  The 
activities  will  center  on  the  Saturday 
Night  Frolics  and  the  Monday  luncheons, 
each  event  being  designated  in  honor  of 
some  individual  or  organization. 

Program  for  the  Saturday  Night  Frolics 
follows: 

January  28 — Vaudeville  Night,  spon- 
sored by  Sol  Berns  and  Jack  Dickstein. 
February  4 — Columbia  Pictures  Night,  Carl 
Shalit,  branch  manager,  in  charge.  Febru- 
ary 11 — United  Detroit  Theatres,  featur- 
ing George  W.  Trendle.  February  18 — 
Wisper  and  Wetsman  Theatres,  honoring 
Lou  Wisper  and  Frank  Wetsman.  Febru- 
ary 25 — National  Theatre  Supply,  honor- 
ing W.  J.  Turnbull  and  staff.  March  4 — 
Allied  Theatres,  honoring  Miss  Pearl  M. 
Sprott. 

Program  for  the  Monday  luncheons: 

January  30 — Recorders  Court  Day  and 
Upstate  Day — a double  feature  with  Michi- 
gan exhibitors  slated  to  attend.  February 
6 — Past  Chief  Barker’s  Day  with  Eddy 
Duchin  featured.  February  13 — Fox  The- 
atre and  Lincoln  Memorial  Day. 

February  20 — Frank  Lorenzen  Day,  with 
the  Highland  Park  Rotary  Club  and  a 
show  arranged  by  Hoyt  Morris.  February 
27 — Shrine  Circus  Day,  featuring  Eddie 
Stinson,  recorder  of  Moslem  Shrine. 
March  6 — Metropolitan  Day,  a tribute  to 
Arthur  Caplan,  and  commemoration  of 
the  late  Past  Chief  Baker  Maurice  Caplan. 
March  13 — Film  Projection  Day,  Max 
Blumenthal  and  Sergeants  Joseph  Kollar 
and  Charles  W.  Snyder.  March  20 — Do- 
minion Day,  with  Cem  Merritt,  manager 
of  the  Palace  at  Windsor.  March  27 — 
Adams  Theatre  Day,  a tribute  to  Chief 
Barker  Charles  Perry. 

April  3 — Bob  Mork  Day.  April  10 — The- 


atre Premium  Day,  featuring  Hal  Burris, 
Arthur  C.  Robinson,  Nat  Haase.  April  17 
— Preconvention  Lunch.  April  24 — No 
luncheon  because  of  national  convention. 

May  1 — Eastwood  Park  Day  with  Max 
Lerner.  May  8 — Common  Pleas  Court 
Day. 


Ruben  and  O'Donnell 
Starred  by  Barkers 

Detroit — Variety  Club  honored  Ralph 
Ruben,  of  Amusement  Supply  Co.,  and  all 
of  his  staff  Monday,  with  a luncheon. 

Also  honored  this  week  was  Anne  O’Don- 
nell, only  woman  branch  manager  in  the 
business — on  Monarch  Night,  held  at  the 
Variety  clubrooms,  Saturday  night.  Fred 
Nugent  emceed  for  the  occasion. 


Sentence  Two  for  Detroit 
Colonial  Embezzlement 

Detroit — A jury  in  recorder’s  court  be- 
fore Christopher  E.  Stein  found  Robert 
Stringfellow,  32,  guilty  of  larceny  by  con- 
version. 

Mrs.  Erma  Swaney  Wood,  his  former  19- 
year-old  sweetheart,  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  robbing  the  Colonial  Tlieatre 
boxoffice  a short  time  ago  of  $645.  She 
claimed  the  robbery  had  been  at  his  sug- 
gestion and  with  a part  of  the  money 
Stringfellow  had  bought  an  automobile,  in 
which  they  went  to  Arizona.  Stringfellow 
stated  he  thought  the  money  came  from 
her  savings  account. 

Stringfellow  received  a sentence  of  two 
and  one  half  to  five  years  in  prison.  Mrs. 
Wood,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  embezzlement, 
was  placed  on  probation  for  three  years  by 
Recorder’s  Judge  John  J.  Maher. 


"Wind"  Into  Production 

Hollywood  — “Gone  With  the  Wind” 
went  into  production  this  week,  with 
George  Cukor  directing  for  David  O.  Selz- 
nick. 


MRS  E.  L.  SHAKESPEARE,  owner  of 
the  National  Theatre,  entertained 
Filmrow’s  bookers  and  city  salesmen  with 
a banquet  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital 
auditorium,  this  week.  The  happy  affair, 
an  annual  event  with  Mrs.  Shakespeare, 
was  well  attended.  A turkey  dinner  with 
all  the  trimmings,  and  candid  camera 
shots  by  RKO  Joe  Goetz,  added  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  evening. 

Allan  Moritz,  Columbia’s  business  man- 
ager and  Mrs.  Moritz,  left  Wednesday  for 
New  York  City  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
Mrs.  Freda  M.  Jacobi,  Mr.  Moritz’s  sis- 
ter. Mrs.  Jacobi  was  52  and  her  death  fol- 
lowed that  of  her  husband  by  only  six 
weeks  . . . Charley  Goodwin  jr..  Universal, 
lost  his  father  this  week. 

Sam  Galanty,  Columbia’s  district  man- 
ager, Washington,  D.  C.,  was  here  . . . 
John  W.  Patton  is  conducting  name  con- 
test for  his  new  theatre,  now  opened  in 
Warsaw,  Ky.  . . . L.  O.  Davis  has  taken 
over  Garrett,  Ky.  . . . G.  C.  Shanklin, 
Gawley  Bridge  and  Ronceverte,  W.  Va., 
has  departed  for  his  winter  home  in 
Florida. 

E.  C.  Custer  has  leased  the  new  the- 
atre under  construction  in  Lewisburg,  W. 
Va.  . . . Lester  K.  Rosenfeld  of  the  Dun- 
bar, left  with  his  mother  for  a sojourn  in 
Florida  . . . Mid  West  Theatre  Supplies  is 
equippmg  completely  the  new  municipal 
and  WPA  project  theatre,  rapidly  nearing 
completion  at  New  Vienna,  Ohio. 

E.  L.  McAvoy,  division  sales  manager 
and  Nat  Levy,  district  sales  manager,  held 
a meeting  with  Stanley  Jacques  and  per- 
sonnel of  the  local  RKO  office  to  inaugu- 
rate the  George  Schaefer  Drive,  with  Drive 
Captain  Walter  Branson  at  the  helm. 
Branson  will  visit  Cincinnati  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  drive,  February  2. 

To7n  Saunders,  RKO  W . Va.  representa- 
tive, is  back  on  the  territory  after  a ser- 
ious attack  of  the  flu  . . . Walker  Baugh- 
man, well  known  exhibitor  and  former 
owner  of  the  Grand,  Circleville,  died  re- 
cently. 

Friends  of  Will  Kerr  will  be  glad  to 
lea  rn  he  is  going  along  well  in  Toledo  . . , 
J.  C.  Nordloh  is  putting  up  the  new  the- 
atre at  Silverton,  Ohio.  A new  house  is 
also  to  be  constructed  at  Latonia,  Ky. 

“Moonlight  Sonata”  is  included  among 
the  pictures  chosen  for  the  Mayfair’s  se- 
lect list  of  features,  to  be  shown  in  down- 
tow7i  Cincmnati.  The  picture  is  distributed 
by  Lee  Goldberg  of  Big  Features  . . . 
“Keiitucky”  continues  to  mop  up.  The  fea- 
ture broke  all  house  records  at  Dayton, 
holding  over  five  weeks,  and  is  establish- 
ing a record  here  and  in  Lexington,  Ky. 

Nick  Shaefer  has  resigned  as  local  man- 
ager for  Grand  National  . . . Ralph  Kin- 
sler  has  returned  from  Florida  and  has 
opened  the  new  offices  of  Trailer-Made, 
Inc.,  in  the  Film  Art  Bldg.  Miss  Cele 
Jones  is  here  temporarily  from  New  York 
offices  to  help  in  the  local  office  set  up 
and  Alice  Juergens,  secretary  for  the  Film 
Board  of  Trade,  is  now  associated  with 
Trailer-Made  Service. 
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Equipment  Pace  Holding 
Steady  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — The  pace  of  equipment  in- 
stallations continues  here  with  the  follow- 
ing reported  by  A.  & S.  Steinberg,  Inc.: 

Alpine  Theatre,  Kingwood,  W.  Va.,  and  the 
Alpine,  Salem,  W.  Va.,  complete  remodeling,  re- 
decorating, reseating,  lighting,  marquees,  blower 
systemis;  Alpine,  Rivesville,  W.  Va.,  booth  equip- 
ment; New  Lyric,  Glenville,  W.  Va.,  complete 
booth,  chairs,  decorating,  screen,  heating  and  air 
conditioning;  Roxy,  Richeyville,  Pa.,  lamp.s  and 

rectifiers;  Community  Hall,  Coalport,  Pa.,  heat- 
ing and  air  conditioning;  Rex,  Masontown,  Pa., 
lamps  and  rectifiers;  Roxy,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  air 
conditioning;  Grand,  Fredericktown,  Pa.,  air  con- 
ditioning and  heating;  Rltz,  Sharpsville,  Pa.,  light- 
ing fixtures;  Monarch,  Wilson,  Pa.,  lamps  and 

rectifiers;  Capitol,  Pittsburgh,  generator  and 
lamps;  Alpine,  Petersburg,  W.  Va.,  blower  sys- 
tem;; Colonial,  Buckhannon,  W.  Va.,  screen,  air 
conditioning;  New  Home,  Bridgeport,  W.  Va.,  light 
fixtures;  Verdi,  Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  seating;  Gem. 
Erie,  Pa.,  light  fixtures;  Avenue  (formerly  Pearl), 
Pittsburgh,  seats,  screen;  Opera  House,  Windber, 
Pa.,  lighting  fixtures;  McBiide,  Trafford  City, 

Pa.,  lamps  and  rectifiers;  Ritz,  Belle  Vernon^ 
Pa.,  seats,  lamps,  rectifiei’s,  heating  and  air  con- 
ditioning; Stuckey,  Everett,  Pa.,  screen,  projec- 
tors, heating  and  air  conditioning  for  theatre, 

hotel  and  night  club;  Lyric,  Oil  City,  Pa.,  pro- 
jector heads;  Kayton,  Grove  City,  Pa.,  rectifiers; 
Wilt,  Ligonier,  Pa.,  chairs,  fans;  Smith.  Barnes- 
boro.  Pa.,  heating,  air  conditioning,  booth  sup- 
plies; Palace,  Erie,  Pa.,  lamps;  Orpheum  and 
Park,  Franklin,  Pa.,  rectifiers;  Washington,  Swiss- 
vale.  Pa.,  seats;  Sewickley,  Sewickley.  Pa.,  chairs; 
Alpine,  Romney,  Wr.  Va.,  chairs,  blower  system; 
Strand,  Orbisonia,  Pa.,  ticket  register;  American 
Legion  Home,  Cresson,  Pa.,  air  conditioning; 
Victoria,  Gallitzen,  Pa.,  seating,  light  fixtures; 
Regent,  Linesville,  Pa.,  lighting  fixtures. 


Leitons  Add  Product 
To  Monarch  Lineup 

Pittsburgh — Returning  from  a recent 
business  trip  to  New  York,  Lew  and  Milton 
Lefton  of  the  local  Monarch  Pictures  ex- 
change, announce  closing  of  deals  with 
Warwick  Productions  and  other  indepen- 
dent producers  for  release  of  additional 
product  in  the  area. 

First  group  titles  are  “Murder  Is  News,” 
Manhattan  Shakedown,”  “Special  Inspec- 
tor” and  “Death  Goes  North.”  Another 
release  is  “Children  of  the  Wild,”  which 
was  seen  here  at  the  Pulton  Theatre  sev- 
eral weeks  ago. 

Also  acquired  by  Monarch  is  the  former 
Royal  Pictures  product,  which  includes 
eight  Tom  Tyler  westerns;  six  Herman 
Brix  sport  features;  eight  B.  B.  Derr  his- 
torical westerns  starring  Tom  Keene;  six 
action  dramas  and  “What  Becomes  of  the 
Children”  in  addition  to  two  15-episode 
serials,  “Shadow  of  Chinatown”  and 
“Blake  of  Scotland  Yard.” 


Lindsay  Will  Improve 
Phillipsburg  House 

Pittsburgh — Extensive  improvements  to 
the  fire-damaged  Majestic  at  Phillips- 
burg, Pa.,  are  planned  by  Manager  Garth 
Lindsay.  The  rear  portion  of  the  building 
was  damaged  when  a print  shop,  housed 
there,  was  destroyed  by  flames. 


Neth  Is  Injured 

Columbus — J.  Real  Neth,  50,  operator 
of  the  J.  Real  Neth  Theatres  Co.,  suffered 
a broken  leg  recently  when  he  fell  on  the 
icy  pavement  at  a downtown  intersection 
here.  He  is  in  Mt.  Carmel  Hospital 
where  his  condition  is  reported  as  “fair.” 


pERC  ESSICK  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  and 

Reif  circuit,  is  vacationing,  not  in  Flor- 
ida, as  usual,  but  at  Charity  Hospital, 
where  he  is  undergoing  the  rigors  of  a 
cure  for  stomach  ulcers. 

Frank  Porozynski  of  the  Victory  and 
Garfield  theatres  is  doing  things  in  re- 
verse this  wmter.  Instead  of  counting 
grapefruit  on  his  Florida  farm,  he  is  re- 
maining in  Cleveland  all  winter. 

Travelers,  however,  who  actually  did 
get  away  were  the  Paul  Gusdanovics  whose 
itinerary  includes  Tucson,  Ariz.,  New 
Orleans  in  time  for  the  Mardi  Gras,  and 
Miami  Beach,  and  the  Abe  Kramers  of 
the  Associated  circuit,  who  headed  straight 
for  Miami. 

Lester  Zucker,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, is  wearing  that  smile  because  the 
exhibitors  in  the  territory  are  turning  in 
such  satisfactory  boxoffice  reports  on 
“Blondie"  and  are  sharing  his  anticipa- 
tion for  the  sequel,  labeled  “Blondie  Steps 
Out,”  with  the  same  cast,  director,  and 
everything. 

Leroy  Langford  of  the  Oliver  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  was  kept  hustling  last  week, 
putting  in  new  chairs  in  the  Mary  Jane 
Theatre  at  Amherst  and  the  Harbor, 
Ashtabula  Harbor. 

Joan  Davis,  headlining  the  RKO  Palace 
vaudeville  bill,  was  the  hit  of  the  week. 
With  general  condition  in  the  picture  field 
low,  the  Palace  receipts  jumped  to  60  per 
cent  above  average,  Clem  Pope,  RKO  Pal- 
ace publicity  director,  reports. 

Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager,  who 
has  been  spending  the  past  two  weeks 
visiting  the  folks  back  home  in  Texas,  re- 
turned to  his  desk  last  Saturday  . . . Abe 
Schwartz  of  the  Utopia,  Painesville  and 
the  Lexington,  Cleveland,  is  basking  in 
the  Florida  sunshine. 

Bob  Bial  of  Art  Guid  Studios,  was  in 
Detroit  last  week  supervising  installation 
of  lobby  and  display  frarnes  at  the  new 
Atlas  Theatre  . . . Jack  Greenbaum,  whose 


Nab  Two  Bandits 

Youngstown,  Ohio  — Two  would-be 
bandits,  whose  attempted  robbery  of  the 
Palace  theatre,  failed,  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  of  assault  with  intent  to  rob  but 
not  guilty  to  charges  of  shooting  with 
intent  to  kill. 

Richard  Sells,  24,  was  charged  with 
shooting  and  assaulting  Rodger  Gustaf- 
son, assistant  manager.  Raymond  Mc- 
Illvaine,  28,  was  charged  with  shooting  at 
Henry  Stowinsky,  chief  of  service  at  the 
theatre.  Both  are  from  Cleveland. 


Anniversary  in  Mansfield 

Mansfield,  Ohio — Warner  Bros.  Ohio 
Theatre  observed  its  11th  anniversary  this 
week.  It  is  still  one  of  Mansfield’s  two 
first-run  theatres.  Since  the  opening, 
Warner  has  acquired  two  other  houses  in 
Mansfield,  the  Madison,  first-run  and  the 
Majestic,  second  run. 


password  is  “Wahoo,”  also  went  to  De- 
troit last  week  on  business.  Just  before 
leaving,  Greenbaum  had  time  to  announce 
tha,t  the  Norwood  and  Yale  theatres  are 
his  latest  “Wahoo”  victims. 

Wally  Caldwell,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Valentine  Theatre,  Toledo,  is  taking  a rest 
cure  at  his  home  to  overcome  a slight 
heart  ailment.  So  Col.  Harry  Long,  Loew 
division  manager,  is  making  more  fre- 
quent trips  to  Toledo,  these  days. 

P.  L.  Tanner  of  Film  Transit  Co.,  and 
the  missus,  have  pulled  out  of  here  for  a 
month  in  Florida  . . . Louis  Patz,  Grand 
National  branch  maiiager  here,  has  been 
the  busiest  man  in  town  getting  ac- 
quainted with  the  local  film  folks.  This 
is  his  first  assignment  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi  and  just  to  keep  him  from 
being  homesick  for  Milwaukee,  Cleveland 
staged  a good  old-fashioned  snow  storm. 

Milt  Mooney  has  added  L.  G.  Baldwin’s 
Almira  to  the  growing  list  his  Co-opera- 
tive Theatres  of  Ohio  is  now  servicing 
. . . C.  C.  Linehan  has  disposed  of  his  ex- 
ploitation pictures  and  has  closed  his  of- 
fice. 

Al  Gregg,  in  charge  of  Republic  pub- 
licity, reports  that  his  quiz  contests  on 
serials  is  working  out  fine  toherever  the 
exhibitor  gets  back  of  the  stunt.  There  are 
tiDO  questions  per  episode  to  be  ariswered. 
Prizes  are  given  either  weekly,  or  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  serial.  For  further  in- 
formation, ask  Al. 

Remember,  the  annual  Variety  Club  Ball 
will  take  place  at  the  Allerton  Hotel  on 
February  4.  It  will  be  an  “Hawaii  Party” 
and  General  Chairman  Nat  Holt  promises 
all  sorts  of  surprises.  Incidentally,  Col. 
Harry  Long  has  had  to  withdraw  as  chair- 
man of  the  entertainment  committee  due 
to  pressure  of  work,  so  Fred  Meier  of  the 
News  has  been  appointed  to  take  over  the 
job  . . . Lou  Walters  of  National  Theatre 
Supply  was  out  in  the  territory  during  the 
past  week  on  business  relative  to  new  the- 
atres and  renovizing  existing  theatres. 

NSS  Ups  Derek  Sidney 
To  Denver  Offices 

Detroit — Derek  Sidney,  salesman  for 
National  Screen  Service  here  for  the  past 
two  years,  is  leaving  this  week,  having 
received  a promotion  to  the  Denver  office 
of  National.  His  place  here  is  being  taken 
by  Charles  H.  Powell,  formerly  with  Na- 
tional, and  lately  distributor  for  Skillful 
Screeno. 

A sendoff  party  for  Sidney  was  arranged 
by  a group  of  his  friends  at  the  Clifford 
Hotel. 


Jimmy  Fisher  111 

Niles,  Ohio — Jimmy  Fisher,  manager  of 
the  McKinley  Theatre  here,  is  seriously 
ill  in  a Youngstown  hospital,  according  to 
announcement  by  George  A.  Delis,  dis- 
trict manager  of  Inter-State  Theatres, 
Inc.,  with  which  the  local  house  is  af- 
filiated. 
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(Continued  from  page  62) 

March  18  ...  M.  A.  Rosenberg  and  Fred 
J.  Herrington  are  on  duty  again  after  at- 
tending the  tenth  annual  national  direc- 
tors’ meeting  of  Allied  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  . . . A number  of  friends  in  the 
trade  attended  the  wedding  and  reception 
of  Guy  V.  Ida,  McDonald  and  Springdale 
exhibitor,  Wednesday  evening.  The  well- 
known  showman  was  joined  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Alma  Fini.  Our  felicitations 
and  best  wishes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ida  . . . 
In  advance  of  the  opening  of  “Son  of 
Frankenstein”  at  the  Alvin,  the  theatre 
lobby  featured  a living  “Monster”  and  a 
“one  brave  woman  in  the  theatre  for  a 
special  midnight  screening”  was  exploited 
. . . The  Major  Bowes’  unit  was  the  15th 
to  play  the  Stanley. 

Ira  H.  Cohn  and  wife  returned  after  a 
mo7ith’s  vacation  in  South  America  and 
the  local  20th-Fox  chief  rolled  up  his 
sleeves  and  went  to  work.  He  brought  back 
a number  of  color  reels  which  he  photo- 
graphed on  the  trip  and  he  promised  to 
screen  them  for  this  corner  of  your  fav- 
orite trade  paper.  Cohen  takes  up  duties  as 
chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club  arid  is 
busy  viewing  the  20th-Fox  product  re- 
ceived here  during  his  absence  . . . With 
the  20th-Fox  exchange  under  the  guid- 
ance of  its  old  master  in  the  return  of  Ira 
H.  Cohn,  the  local  branch’s  sales  manager, 
C.  C.  Kellenberg,  who  had  been  in  charge 
here  for  the  past  month,  has  started  for 
Florida  for  a vacation. 

Friends  of  James  G.  Balmer  are  ar- 
ranging to  give  him  a dinner  February  9 
in  celebration  of  Iris  30  years  in  show 
business  . . . Our  proofreader  slipped  up  a 
little  on  our  “Jimmy”  Balmer  article,  al- 
lowing “his  13th  anniversary”  to  get  to 
the  presses,  although  the  caption  head  was 
correct  and  it  was  explained  that  he 
started  in  the  theatre  business  back  in 
1909.  He  is  recovering  rapidly  from  an 
illness  which  necessitated  an  operation 
last  week  ...  In  publishing  the  story  of 
the  three  West  Virginia  theatre  fires,  the 
third  house  thus  damaged  was  listed  as 
at  Riverside,  which  should  have  been 
Rivesville,  as  per  our  copy. 

Drake  Theatre,  Oil  City,  Pa.,  presented 
a one-night  return  engagement  of  “To- 
bacco Road,”  and  reported  better  than 
capacity  business  at  $1.50  top  . . . Mrs. 
Charles  S.  Black,  wife  of  the  secretary  to 
Frank  J.  Harris,  died  at  the  family  resi- 
dence in  Mt.  Lebanon  after  a long  illness. 

Gabe  Rubin  was  in  New  York  last  week 
booking  foreign  hits  for  his  Art  Cinema. 
“Grand  Illusion”  in  its  fifth  week  will  be 
followed  in  the  Liberty  Avenue  house  by 
the  French  “Ballerina.”  Booked  for  early 
showings  are  “Peg  of  Old  Drury,”  “Temp- 
est,” “Edge  of  the  World,”  “Story  of  a 
Cheat”  and  others. 


THEATRE  PREMIUMS  AND  GAMES 
DRESSERWARE 
DISHES 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 
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Quality  Premium  Opens 
Branch  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Probably  because  northern 
Ohio  is  virgin  territory  for  theatre  prem- 
iums, giveaways  having  been  taboo  for 
more  than  five  years  by  mutual  exhibitor 
consent,  all  premium  manufacturers  now 
are  opening  local  sales  offices. 

Latest  to  come  into  the  field  is  Quality 
Premium  Distributors,  Inc.,  of  Philadel- 
phia. Under  the  management  of  Sidney 
Garfinkle,  the  company  has  opened  an 
office  in  205  Film  Bldg.,  where  it  has  on 
display  sets  of  dishes,  glasses,  and  dresser 
ware. 

This  is  the  fourth  premium  company  to 
open  offices  in  Cleveland. 


Two  Women  Are  Injured 
During  Theatre  Panic 

Cleveland — Two  women  were  hurt  last 
week  at  the  Waldorf  Theatre  due  to  a 
stampede  caused,  according  to  Manager 
Ed  Cole,  when  some  child  removed  the 
valve  from  a steam  heater,  causing  the 
steam  to  gush  forth  profusely. 

When  someone  hollered  “fire,”  Cole 
flashed  on  the  theatre  lights  and  tried  to 
calm  the  excited  crowd,  which  rushed  for 
the  exists. 

Both  injured  women  were  taken  to  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital  for  treatment. 


Yesterday 

In  Pittsburgh 

10  Years  Ago 

pBO’s  name  changed  to  RKO  Radio  with 
Joseph  I.  Schnitzer  of  this  city  re- 
maining as  president  . . . Allen  Moritz, 
Tiffany-Stahl  manager.  holds  trade 
screening  of  “Lucky  Boy”  at  the  Grand 
. . . MPTO  of  W.  Pa.  announces  ninth 
annual  convention  for  mid-April  and  ex- 
pects to  affiliate  with  the  new  national 
Allied  Ass’n  at  that  time  . . . Joseph  S. 
Skirboll  busy  with  executive  sales  duties 
for  World  Wide  . . . Teddy  Joyce,  Loew’s 
Penn  emcee,  attending  Carnegie  Tech’s 
drama  school  and  brushing  up  on  his  elo- 
cution under  the  direction  of  Chester  Wal- 
lace . . . I.  T.  Sweeney,  film  salesman  here 
for  a dozen  years,  offering  glassware 
premiums  . . . “Dr.”  Bill  Robson,  veteran 
theatre  lecturer  and  ballyhooer,  doing 
well  with  his  own  show  and  lecturing  on 
how  to  be  happy  though  married  . . . 
Trade  pleased  with  announcement  that 
Vitaphone  had  sanctioned  interchange- 
ability, allowing  the  use  of  its  records  to 
be  amplified  over  any  device  approved  ))y 
its  laboratory  . . . New  sound  systems  and 
non-synchronous  devices  introduced  week- 
ly as  Abram  F.  Myers  tells  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  that  restrictions  of  inter- 
changeability are  illegal,  claiming  “they 
are  not  substantially  different  from  those 
which  were  declared  illegal  in  the  M.  P. 
Patents  Co.  suit.” 

UFA  office  reopened  here  with  William 
H.  Smith  in  charge  . . . Jean  Arthur,  Lor- 
etta Young  and  Sally  Blane  among  the 
Wampas  baby  stars  of  1929  . . . Picture 
of  the  week:  M-G-M’s  “The  Trail  of 
’98,”  a hit  at  Loew’s  Penn. 


OWLING 

Pittsburgh — A three-game  lead  is  main- 
tained by  New  Universal  over  Superior  in 
the  Filmrow  Bowling  League,  following 
last  Friday’s  contests,  with  Republic  and 
Paramount  now  tied  for  third  place.  Joe 
Scholl  was  awarded  his  second  $1  of  the 
season  for  rolling  the  high  individual 


score,  211. 

Peter  Quiter, 

league 

trea- 

surer,  turned  in  a 534 

score  for 

three 

games  Friday, 

tying  Scholl  for  second 

honors  in 

this 

event.  W. 

Walters 

con- 

tinues  with 

the 

highest 

average. 
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27: 

Won 
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30 

18 
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21 

Paramount 

27 

21 

Monarch 

22 

26 
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22 

26 

20th-l'ox  . 

19 

29 

Uoew’.s 

12 

36 

Seven  in  Cleveland  Area 
Signed  for  Magic  Eye 

Cleveland — J.  S.  Jossey  and  Leroy  Ken- 
dis,  who  recently  took  over  the  Ohio, 
Kentucky  and  West  Virginia  franchise  for 
the  Magic  Eye  photographic  machine  have 
contracted  seven  theatres  in  the  territory. 
They  are  the  Willoby  Theatre,  Willoughby; 
Berea  Theatre,  Berea;  Highland,  Akron; 
Strand,  Youngstown;  Cinderella,  William- 
son, W.  Va.;  War,  War,  W.  Va.,  and  the 
Pioneer,  Holden,  W.  Va. 


Cleveland  Exhibitors  to 
Elect  on  January  26 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Ass’n  will  hold  its  annual 
meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  on 
Thursday,  January  26.  The  business 
session  will  be  preceded  by  a buffet 
luncheon  for  members. 

Ernest  Schwartz,  attorney  and  theatre 
owner,  has  been  president  for  the  past 
five  years. 

Kenneth  Reid  Killed  in 
Auto-Train  Collision 

Cleveland — Kenneth  Reid,  for  many 
years  with  the  local  Loew  theatre  circuit 
as  manager  of  the  Stillman  and  Doan 
theatres,  was  killed  instantly  last  week 
when  his  automobile  was  struck  by  a train 
at  a railroad  crossing  near  Cuyahoga  Falls 
where  he  had  recently  moved.  Surviving 
are  his  wife  and  daughter. 

Gus  Coplan  Sells  Detroit 
House  to  Joseph  Bruzy 

Detroit — 'The  Times  Square  Theatre, 
1,500-seat  downtown  house,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Joseph  Bruzy  from  Gus  Coplan, 
veteran  Detroit  theatre  operator,  who  has 
temporarily  retired  from  show  business  and 
gone  to  Florida  for  a vacation. 


Four  February  Releases 

Hollywood — Four  February  releases  are 
announced  by  Metro:  “Honolulu,”  “Adven- 
tures of  Huckleberry  Finn,”  “Fast  and 
Loose,”  and  “I  Take  This  Woman.” 
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RYAN  TAKES  TESTIMONY  FROM  WILL  HAYS  IN 
PUSHING  ANTI-TRUST  ACTION  AGAINST  MAJORS 


Copyrights,  Block  Booking, 
Production  Code  Seal, 

In  Question  Lineup 

By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — Additional  testimony  is  piling 
up  in  the  $2,100,000  anti-trust  suit  being 
brought  by  attorney  George  S.  Ryan 
against  the  eight  major  distributors  and 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres 
Co.  The  litigation,  in  which  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  interests  and  the  A.  & W. 
Amusement  Co.  are  plaintiffs,  is  being 
heard  daily  in  a Federal  Building  court 
room.  Philip  A.  Hendrick,  appointed  by 
the  local  United  States  district  court,  is 
sitting  as  Master. 

MPPDA  $25,000  Fine 

The  subject  of  the  so-called  Purity  Seal 
and  the  $25,000  fine  which  allegedly 
would  be  imposed  on  any  MPPDA  dis- 
tributor releasing  a picture  without  this 
approval,  entered  into  George  S.  Ryan’s 
examination  of  Willard  S.  McKay,  Uni- 
versal executive,  deposition-reading  re- 
vealed. 

“What  is  it?”  Ryan  asked. 

“It  is  a sort  of  stamp  of  approval,  I 
should  say,”  McKay  replied. 

“That  is,”  Ryan  asked,  “a  stamp  of 
approval  put  on  a picture  by  the  Hays’ 
Organization,  that  is,  the  MPPDA?” 

“No,  I don’t  think  it  was  put  on  by 
the  MPPDA?” 

“Whom  is  it  put  on  by?” 

“I  don’t  know,”  “McKay  responded.  “I 
think  it  is  put  on  by  some  people  out  on 
the  Coast.” 

“Well,  there  is  an  organization  on  the 
Coast,  an  organization  of  producers,  is 
there  not?”  Ryan  asked. 

“I  think  so.” 

“What  is  the  name  of  that  organiza- 
tion?” 

“I  am  not  a member  of  that,  and  I 
have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 
I don’t  know.” 

“Is  it  the  Motion  Pictures  Producers 
of  America?”  the  defense  counsel  queried. 

“That  might  be  the  name,  but  I don’t 
know  the  name.” 

“Don’t  Know  Rules” 

“Well,  now,  you  do  know  now  before 
a picture  is  produced,  or  rather  released, 
for  distribution,  by  any  member  of  the 
Hays  Organization  it  has  to  have  on  it 
this  so-called  Purity  Seal.  . . . Isn’t  that 
correct?” 

“I  don’t  know  what  rules  there  are,” 
McKay  said,  adding,  “if  there  are  any 
rules.  I have  nothing  to  do  with  that 
phase  of  production.” 

“Well,  don’t  you  know  that  there  is  a 
rule  that  the  seal  must  be  put  on  every 


picture  released  by  a member  of  the  or- 
ganization,” Ryan  asked,  “and  if  a pic- 
ture is  released  without  the  seal,  the 
company  releasing  it  would  be  fined 
$25,000.  Also,  all  theatres  controlled  by 
members  of  the  association,  would  be 
directed  not  to  exhibit  the  pictures?” 

“No,  I don’t  know  that,”  replied  McKay. 

Copyright  Protection 

The  question  of  the  Copyright  Protec- 
tion Bureau  arose.  Mr.  Ryan  inquired 
if  it  were  “connected”  with  the  MPPDA. 
Mr.  McKay  replied  that  he  didn’t  know, 
but  that  he  did  know  that  Gabriel  Hess 
was  its  general  counsel. 

“Do  you  know  that  Universal  con- 
tributes to  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau?”  asked  Ryan. 

“Yes.” 

“And  do  you  know  that  as  a result 
of  the  Copyright  Protection  Bureau,  suits 
are  sometimes  brought  in  the  names  of 
distributors  against  persons  who,  it  is 
claimed,  have  violated  copyrights?” 

“I  know  that  suits  are  brought  against 
persons  who  have  violated  copyrights,” 
said  McKay. 

“Violating  the  copyright  of  Universal?” 

The  universal  executive  replied  in  the 
affirmative. 

....  “Do  you  know  of  any  money  that 
has  come  back  to  Universal  as  a result  of 
those  suits?”  Ryan  put. 

McKa.y  replied  that  he  didn’t. 

“Isn’t  it  the  understanding  of  the  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau  that  they  will 
keep  the  proceeds  of  all  these  suits?” 

“I  have  no  such  understanding  with 
them,”  said  McKay. 

“Do  you  know  that  is  the  understanding 
of  this  company?”  asked  Ryan. 

“I  think  that  the  proceeds  are  applied 
to  the  expenses  of  the  bureau,  and  I 
think  the  proceeds  have  never  been  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  expenses.” 

“Cooperation  Hoped  for”  by  MPPDA 

The  deposition  of  Will  H.  Hays  was 
next  offered  by  the  prosecution. 

George  S.  Ryan,  referring  to  the 


Words  in  His 
Mouth 

Boston — Occasional  humor  crops  up 
in  the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  anti-trust 
hearings. 

George  S.  Ryan  had  asked  an  in- 
volved question  in  regard  to  the  dep- 
osition of  Charles  Rosenzweig,  former 
REO  vice-president.  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen,  defense  attorney,  promptly 
objected. 

"Objection  withdrawn/'  quipped 
Ryan. 

"No,  it  isn't,"  McClennen  shouted  be- 
fore he  thought. 


Trade  Practice  Not  an 
MPPDA  Consideration, 
But  the  Members' 


MPPDA,  asked  Mr.  Hays,  “Was  not  this 
organization  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
cooperation  on  some  subjects,  at  least,  be- 
tween producers  and  distributors?” 

“No,”  Will  Hays  replied. 

“At  the  time  of  its  formation,”  Ryan 
persisted,  “did  you  expect  to  be  able  to 
do  anything  for  the  good  of  the  industry 
without  the  cooperation  of  producers  and 
distributors?” 

Cooperation  Objective 

“The  cooperation  of  producers  and  dis- 
tributors both  and  exhibitors  were  ob- 
jectives of  the  association,”  Hays  said. 
“That  cooperation  was  hoped  for  and  ex- 
pected, and  that  means,  of  course,  the 
cooperation  with  each  other  for  those 
purposes.” 

“And  was  there  not,  as  the  years 
passed  on,  cooperation  among  the  mem- 
bers of  this  organization  in  relation  to 
trade  practices  with  exhibitors”  Ryan 
asked. 

“Well,  at  different  times,  the  members 
of  our  association  have  participated  with 
each  other  and  non-members  in  con- 
sideration of  trade  practices,”  Hays  said, 
“but  not  as  an  association.” 

“Has  a great  deal  of  the  work  of  the 
association  been  in  connection  with  trade 
practices?” 

Mr.  Hays  denied  this. 

“Has  a part  of  the  work  of  the  or- 
ganization been  in  connection  with  a 
standard  form  of  contract?” 

Hays  again  responded  negatively. 

“Has  a part  of  the  work  of  the  or- 
ganization been  in  connection  with  credit 
committees  of  distributors  dealing  with  ex- 
hibitors?” 

“No,  the  association  as  such  has  given 
no  time  to  that,”  replied  Hays. 

Copyright  Protection  Again 

Discussion  of  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau  entered  this  testimony,  too. 

“Have  you  been  interested  in  copyright 
violations  by  exhibitors?” 

“Oh,  yes,”  Hays  replied.  “In  this 
way.  . . . Not,  again,  as  an  organization; 
but  the  matter  of  copyright  violation  has 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  association. 

“And  didn’t  the  association  provide  an- 
other organization  to  take  care  of  copy- 
right violations?”  Ryan  wanted  to  know. 

“No,  they  didn’t.” 

“Is  not  the  association  interested  in  the 
copyright  Protection  Bureau?”  George  S. 
Ryan  queried. 

“Again,  what  do  you  mean  by  ‘inter- 
ested?’ ” Hays  interrupted.  “We  hoped 
for  the  benefit  of  all  branches  of  the  in- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Hays  Answering  Deposition 
Queries  in  Boston  Suit 


Two-in-Booth  Bill 
Again  Presented 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
dustry,  certainly  the  exhibitors  themselves 
and  the  distributors  and  the  producers, 
that  copyright  laws  be  observed.  But  we 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  instrument  you  mention.” 

"Is  the  general  counsel  of  your  organi- 
zation also  the  general  counsel  of  the 
copyright  Protection  Bureau?”  the  prose- 
cution attorney  put. 

Hays  replied  that  he  was. 

The  defense  objected  immediately. 

"You  mean,”  interposed  Defense  At- 
torney Edward  F.  McClennen,  “as  gen- 
eral counsel  for  the  bureau  or  general 
counsel  for  the  association?” 

"As  General  Counsel  of  the  Copyright 
Protection  Bureau  does  he  not  exercise 
supervision  over  its  activities?”  Ryan 
asked. 

"That  question  is  objected  to  as  calling 
for  something  which  must  be  hearsay, 
unless  it  is  confined  to  such  supervision 
of  the  work  of  the  Copyright  Protection 
Bureau  as  the  counsel  for  the  Copyright 
Protection  Bureau  has  performed  in  the 
presence  of  this  witness.”  McClennen 
said.  “The  question  is  objected  to  so  far 
as  it  goes  beyond  that.” 

Hess  "Attorney.”  Not  “Counsel” 

“I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  details  of 
his  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau,”  said  Hays.  “He 
isn’t  general  counsel  of  the  association. 
He  is  general  attorney  of  the  association, 
and  I think  he  is  general  attorney  of  the 
association,  and  I think  he  is  general  at- 
torney or  general  counsel  of  the  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau  and,  as  such,  cer- 
tainly advised  them.  The  control  or  man- 
agement you  asked  about  I would  say  ‘no,’ 
but  I don’t  know.” 

"Has  he  not  made  reports  to  you,  as  his 
superior,  in  the  MPPDA  in  regard  to 
whether  or  not  he  had  exercised  some  su- 
pervision over  the  activities  of  the  Copy- 
right Protection  Bureau?” 

"He  has  made  reports  to  me,  I think  an- 
nually and  acquainted  me  with  what  that 
Copyright  Protection  Bureau  may  be  do- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  the  industry.” 

“Have  those  reports  been  in  writing?” 
asked  Ryan. 

"I  think  so.” 

“Well,  now,  other  than  that,  has  the 
association  itself,  as  an  association,  had 
discussions  at  various  times  by  its  board 
of  directors  in  regard  to  copyright  viola- 
tions, or  alleged  copyright  violations,  by 
exhibitors?” 

“The  ■ subject  may  have  been  discussed 
at  some  board  meeting,  but  I don’t  remem- 
ber it  now,”  Hays  said.  “The  Copyright 
Protection  Bureau  is  a separate  entity.” 

"Do  you  remember  that  in  the  early 
years  of  the  association,  you  employed  the 
Pinkerton  Agency  to  detect  alleged  copy- 
right violations?” 

“The  association  did?”  Hays  specified. 
When  Ryan  replied  in  the  affirmative,  the 
latter  answered,  “I  have  no  such  recollec- 
tions.” 


“Now,  in  order  to  refresh  your  recollec- 
tion, Mr.  Hays,  I’d  like  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  Exhibit  No.  16  in  the  deposition  of 
Carl  A.  Milliken,  by  an  extract  from  the 
records  of  the  MPPDA  on  October  16, 
1922.” 

George  S.  Ryan  handed  Will  Hays  the 
document. 

Pinkerton  Detectives  Employed 

“This  resolution  seems  to  be,”  Hays  read, 
“ ‘resolved  that  the  bill  of  the  Pinkerton 
National  Detective  Agency  amounting  to 
$2,263.81  be  paid,  and  that  the  film  theft 
work  be  carried  on  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  association.’  I do  not 
remember  that  incident,  but  the  matter  of 
the  film  theft  has  been  a concern.  There 
was  a great  amount  of  bicycling  at  that 
time  I remember  very  well.” 

. . . “Well,  isn’t  one  of  the  activities  of 
the  Copyright  Protection  Bureau  to  pre- 
vent or  to  secure  damages  for  the  bicycl- 
ing of  films  by  exhibitors?”  said  Ryan. 

“That  question  is  objected  to,”  argued 
McClennen,  “as  it  doesn’t  appear  that  this 
witness  is  in  a position  to  state  the  objects 
of  the  bureau,  of  which  it  doesn’t  appear 
that  he  is  a member  or  participant.” 

“I  assume  it  is,”  Hays  answered,  “if  by 
bicycling  you  mean  the  surreptitious  tak- 
ing of  a film  and  playing  it  in  another 
theatre  and  violating  a copyright  that 
way.  But  you  must  bear  in  mind  that 
film  theft  as  we  are  interested  in  it  in- 
cludes the  stealing  of  these  films  and  tak- 
ing them  away  abroad.  We  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  that.” 

“Dangerous  and  Damaging  to  Industry” 

Talk  shifted  to  exhibitor  combinations 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  films.  “Was 
there  a combination  among  exhibitors  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  films?”  George  S. 
Ryan  asked. 

“I  don’t  know,”  Will  H.  Hays  replied. 

“Do  you  know  whether  it  was  a com- 
bination that  was  located  in  one  specific 
territory  or  whether  it  was  national?” 

“Well,”  testified  Hays,  “my  recollection 
is  that  it  was  a New  York  City  situation 
or  environs  that  was  believed  so  flagrant 
that  the  subject  matter  was  discussed.” 

“And  was  it  the  sense  of  the  association 
that  a combination  among  exhibitors  in 
New  York  and  environs  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  was  illegal?”  questioned  Ryan. 

“I  have  no  recollection  as  to  the  state 
of  mind  of  the  association  in  that  regard.” 

“Was  it  your  own  view  at  that  time?” 

“I  do  not  remember,”  Hays  rejoined. 
“I  do  remember  that  it  was  presented  as 
an  illegal  situation,  dangerous  and  dam- 
aging to  the  industry,  and  I think  the  ac- 
tion taken  was  to  investigate  it,  and  that 
it  was  a local  situation.  I am  quite  cer- 
tain it  wasn’t  the  case  to  which  you  re- 
ferred, that  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment (the  Oklahoma  litigation)  brought 
alleging  any  illegal  combination.” 

“Was  the  illegality  of  this  combination 
(Continued  on  page  70) 


Hartford,  Conn.  — 'Two-men-in-a-booth 
bills  have  been  filed  with  the  new  session 
of  the  state  legislature  for  the  eighth  con- 
secutive time,  as  a public  health  and  safety 
measure.  The  bill,  S.  B.  250  Judiciary 
(also  H.  B.  596 (,  reads: 

“No  person  operating  a motion  picture 
machine  in  a booth  shall  engage  in  any 
other  work  while  such  machine  is  in  op- 
eration, and  if  such  machine  is  motor 
driven,  such  operator  shall  at  all  times 
while  it  is  in  operation  remain  at  the 
operating  side  of  such  machine.” 

Several  sources,  including  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  have  introduced  bills  at- 
tempting to  legalize  the  game  of  Bingo 
for  charitable  organizations  and  the  cham- 
ber has  also  attempted  to  legalize  carnivals 
with  games  of  chance  for  organizations 
exempt  from  income  tax  payment,  with  a 
20-day  maximum,  and  merchandise  prizes 
only  for  the  games. 

Portland  Theatre  Booths 
Pass  Inspection  Test 

Portland,  Me. — Motion  picture  projec- 
tion booths  in  local  theatres  are  of  fire 
resistant  construction  and  are  well  vented, 
the  committee  on  fire  prevention  and  en- 
gineering standards,  National  Board  of  Fire 
Underwriters  declares  in  a report  sub- 
mitted to  Manager  James  E.  Barlow  on  a 
survey  conducted  here  last  summer. 

The  committee  further  states  that  equip- 
ment is  well  installed  and  maintenance  is 
generally  good;  that  although  rewinding 
is  usually  done  on  open  reels,  storage  and 
disposal  of  film  is  well  cared  for.  Thea- 
tre stages  and  basements  are  kept  “fairly 
neat,”  according  to  the  report. 

The  organization  made  its  last  survey 
here  in  1928. 

Condemnation  Heaped 
On  Patman  Measure 

Boston — The  Patman  bill  has  been  con- 
demned as  “discriminatory  and  punitive” 
by  the  governing  council  of  the  retail 
trade  board  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  The  unit  cited  as  “economical- 
ly unsound”  any  legislation  “discriminat- 
ing against  any  legitimate  form  of  dis- 
tribution.” 

Loew's,  Inc„  Now  Holds 
64%  of  Loew's  Boston 

Boston — Loew’s,  Inc.,  was  the  holder  of 
99,670  shares  of  Loew’s  Boston  Theatres 
stock,  or  64  per  cent  of  the  issue,  as  of 
December  1,  1938.  The  concern  has  been 
steadily  acquiring  the  securities. 


"Great  Man"  Premiere 

New  York — RKO’s  “The  Great  Man 
■Votes,”  with  John  Barrymore,  was  pre- 
miered January  19  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  here. 
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Hub  Projectionists  Again 
Name  Barrows  President 

Boston — Thad  C.  Barrows,  internation- 
ally active  in  numerous  projection  or- 
ganizations, has  been  unanimously  re- 
elected president  of  the  Moving  Picture 
Operators  Union,  Local  182.  Barrows, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Marco  Polo  of 
projection  because  of  his  frequent  globe- 
circling  jaunts,  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  organization. 

Bernard  McGaffigan,  Fenway  operator, 
was  elected  vice-president.  Joe  Rosen  went 
in  as  secretary,  while  A1  Moulton  took  the 
treasurer’s  seat. 

The  board  of  directors  for  the  coming 
year  include,  in  addition  to  the  four  above 
officers,  Joseph  Muzello  of  the  Uptown, 
Louis  Pirovano  of  the  Scollay  Square, 
James  O’Brien  of  Loew’s  Orpheum,  and 
John  Diehl  of  the  Codman  Square. 


Suburban  Houses  Up 
Operators'  Scale 

Boston — A contract  for  a five  per  cent 
salary  increase  in  lower  bracket  theatres 
has  been  negotiated  for  suburban  projec- 
tionists by  the  Moving  Picture  Operators’ 
Union,  Local  182. 


Exchange  Workers'  Union 
Neglecting  Meetings 

Boston — A member  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Film  Exchange  Workers’  Lo- 
cal, at  a recent  board  meeting  in  the  of- 
fice of  James  Burke,  protested  to  the 
business  advisor  that  the  failure  of  the 
AFL  affiliate  to  hold  a meeting  for  nearly 
two  years  was  in  violation  of  the  “constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  of  the  lATSE.” 

Article  19,  section  5,  of  this  document 
reads : 

“Each  local  union  of  the  Alliance  shall 
hold  a meeting  at  least  once  a month.” 

Objection  voiced  at  the  recent  executive 
board  session  was  that  a general  meeting 
would  cost  approximately  $20. 

The  board  passed  favorably  upon  Burke’s 
recommendation  that  a ball  be  held,  with 
dissenting  members’  opinion  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  voted  upon  by  the  local  as  a 
whole. 

The  film  exchange  workers’  Union  has 
a membership  of  approximately  200,  of 
which  some  153  are  now  employed.  Dues 
for  each  member  are  $1  per  month. 


Levensons  in  Accord 
With  Cleaners'  Local 
Boston — Labor  trouble,  arising  in  clean- 
ers’ ranks,  was  quickly  quelled  last  week 
in  the  Village  and  Coolidge  Corner  thea- 
tres, Levenson  Bros.’  houses,  with  the 
signing  of  an  agreement  with  the  local  of 
the  aforesaid  union. 


Henry  Steinberg  Is  Now 
Bank  Vice-President 

Boston- — Henry  Steinberg,  former  the- 
atre operator  in  Webster  and  Worcester, 
has  been  elected  vice-president  of  a South- 
bridge  bank. 

Steinberg,  one  of  the  first  exhibitors  in 
this  territory,  is  understood  to  be  planning 
to  re-enter  the  film  picture  with  a Middle- 
bury  location. 


Woonsocket  Fee 
Boost  Upheld 

Providence — Woonsocket  theatre  inter- 
ests lost  out  here  in  their  battle  against 
the  police  commissioner’s  recent  ruling 
increasing  license  fees  from  $12  per  week 
to  $30  per  week. 

Judge  Herbert  L.  Carpenter  in  superior 
court  finding  that  it  had  not  been  shown 
the  theatre  license  fee  increase  was  “un- 
reasonable,” denied  a preliminary  injunc- 
tion sought  by  the  theatre  operators  against 
the  commission  and  vacated  a restraining 
order  issued  by  Judge  G.  Frederick  Frosl 
in  superior  court.  Judge  Carpenter  de- 
clared the  restraining  order  should  not 
have  been  issued  until  the  case  had  been 
heard.  “I  have  all  the  sympathy  in  the 
world  for  the  theatres,”  Judge  Carpenter 
asserted,  “but  I can’t  say  that  the  amount 
charged  is  unreasonable.”  He  added  he 
did  not  see  why  he  should  “attempt  to  run 
the  Woonsocket  police  commission.” 

Mayor  Toupin,  instigator  of  the  license 
boost,  placed  on  the  stand  for  questioning 
by  John  R.  Higgins,  counsel  for  the  Bijou 
Amusement  Co.,  said  the  new  rate  is  not 
figured  on  a weekly  basis,  but  on  a scale 
of  $2  per  day  when  theatres  run  two  per- 
formances and  $5  per  day  for  continuous 
showings.  The  increase,  Toupin  asserted. 


Drop  Measure  Aimed  at 
Salem,  N,  H,.  Track 

Concord,  N.  H. — A bill  calling  for  in- 
vestigation of  the  Rockingham  Park  race 
track  management,  in  Salem,  has  been  re- 
ported “is.expedient  to  legislate”  by  the 
house  ways  and  means  committee. 

The  measure,  sponsored  by  Rsp.  Charles 
A.  Caron  of  Manchester  and  watched  with 
interest  by  theatre  men,  resulted  in  bitter 
debate  at  the  committee  hearing. 

During  the  arguments,  it  was  charged 
the  track  was  “pulling  the  wool  over  the 
eyes”  of  the  state  racing  commission. 
Track  supporters  counter-charged  the  bill 
was  “just  a case  of  sour  grapes.” 


RKO  Promotes  Ehrlick 
In  Publicity  Post 

Boston — Joseph  Ehrlick  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  publicity  manager  for 
the  RKO  theatres.  Ehrlick,  assistant  in 
the  past  to  Jack  Granara,  has  been  do- 
ing advance  exploitation  for  the  past 
few  months. 


is  “very,  very  reasonable  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  business  and  the  supervision 
that  must  be  given  to  it.” 

In  addition  to  the  Bijou  Amusement  Co  , 
the  Lauder,  Olympia  and  Rialto  theatres 
figured  as  complainants;  with  the  Stadium 
Theatre  not  represented  at  the  hearing. 


CHANGE  PASSERSBY  TO  PATRONS 


With 


WAGNER 

Marquees 


Marquee  "Personality"  is  what  your  theatre  needs — to 
convey  those  first  impressions  that  are  so  important  in 
changing  passersby  to  patrons.  That's  why  there  are 
WAGNER  LETTERS  and  STRUCTURES  for  every  type  of 
motion  picture  situation. 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR, 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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Hai]s  Testifijing 
In  M&R  Action 


(Continued  from  page  68) 

the  fact  that  it  allegedly  violated  the  anti- 
trust laws  of  the  United  States?” 

Hays  Gives  Opinion  as  Lawyer 

‘‘I  do  not  remember  the  details,”  was 
the  answer. 

“Well,  as  a lawyer,  do  you  know  how  it 
would  be  illegal  in  any  way  if  it  were  not 
violating  the  anti-trust  laws  by  reason  of 
combination?”  Ryan  wanted  to  know. 

“That  question  is  objected  to,”  broke 
in  McClennen,  “on  the  ground  that  this 
is  for  the  taking  of  testimony  and  not  bar 
examination,  and  that  it  is  quite  unneces- 
sary to  test  the  legal  ability  of  this  wit- 
ness to  express  an  opinion  on  any  ques- 
tion of  law  at  this  time,  when  there  is  no 
evidence  now  presented,  that  he  is  any 
more  expert  than  the  court,  to  which  the 
deposition  will  be  returned,  to  pass  on 
that  subject.” 

“I  do  say,  as  a lawyer,”  Hays  replied 
slowly,  “that  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  there 
was  a combination  of  exhibitors  to  illegal- 
ly buy  pictures,  it  would  be  an  illegal 
operation.  I do  remember  as  to  this  spec- 
ific incident  that  there  was  a tremendous 
protest  and  complaint  that  there  was  an 
alleged  illegal  buying  combination,  in  vio- 
lation of  laws,  and  that  some  action  was 
taken  or  conclusion  reached,  and  that 
they  would  be  investigated. 

“And  my  further  recollection  is  that  it 
either  was  dissolved,  or  they  quit,  or 
something,  because  I have  no  other  recol- 
lection of  any  consideration  being  given 
to  any  alleged  illegal  buying  combination 
by  the  association  in  all  the  period.” 

“Was  there  any  difference,  so  far  as  the 
law  was  concerned,  of  a combination  of  ex- 
hibitors to  buy  and  a combination  of  dis- 
tributors to  sell  accessories  to  exhibitors?” 
Ryan  asked. 

McClennen  made  a similar  objection  to 
this  question. 

“It  would  depend  on  the  circumstances 
in  each  case,”  Hays  replied.  “There  might 
be  a great  difference,  of  course,  as  a law- 
yer, between  a combination  of  sellers  of 
accessories  or  any  product  and  a com- 
bination of  buyers  of  films  or  any  other 
product.” 

“And  would  that  same  difference  main- 
tain even  though  the  combination  in  re- 
gard to  selling  accessories  were  made  by 
the  leading  distributors  and  the  combina- 
tion in  regard  to  buying  was  only  in  a 
small  section  of  the  United  States?” 

“Certainly  not,”  Hays  said.  “In  every 
regard  it  is  illegal,  as  it  is  an  illegal  com- 
bination.” 

In  regard  to  the  so-called  Purity  Seal, 


Theatre  Construction 
Curb  Is  Considered 

Fall  River,  Mass. — City  officials  here 
have  postponed  until  January  31  action 
on  a proposed  ordinance  that  would  pro- 
hibit establishment  of  a theatre  within  400 
feet  of  a church,  school,  hospital  or  garage. 
The  matter  was  brought  up  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  city  coimcil  ordinance  commit- 
tee, with  members  expressing  desire  to 
study  the  proposal  further  before  taking 
action. 

Rev.  James  A.  Coyle,  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s 
Cathedral,  urged  passage  of  the  ordinance, 
designed  to  prevent  location  of  a theatre 
opposite  the  cathedral.  Urging  the  ordi- 
nance include  schools  in  its  prohibitory 
regulations,  he  said  theatres  nearby  schools 
would  result  in  “many  pupils  being  tardy.” 

Committee  members  pointed  out  adop- 
tion of  the  ordinance  would  tend  to  assure 
monopoly  of  theatre  operation  in  the  city 
to  Nathan  Yamins,  who,  Coimcillor  Lewis 
P.  Morley  disclosed,  had  asked  him  to 
present  the  ordinance  before  the  council. 
Others  present  urged  the  words  “public 
garage”  be  struck  from  the  ordinance; 
stating  a theatre  may  be  erected  on  Presi- 
dent Ave.,  west  of  North  Main  St.,  and 
this  would  be  prohibited  if  the  ordinance 
was  approved  as  now  worded. 


Fall  River  as  House  Site 
Tempts  R.  I.  Exhibitor 

Boston — An  exhibitor,  already  operat- 
ing in  Rhode  Island,  has  been  talking  of 
building  a theatre  in  Pall  River.  This 
Massachusetts  city  is,  at  present,  the 
stronghold  of  Nathan  Yamins,  former  Al- 
lied president. 


Will  Hays  testified:  “If  a member  com- 
pany distributed  a picture  which  had  not 
been  approved  under  the  voluntary  code 
standards,  it  would  be  penalized  by  an 
agreed  amount  of  $25,000.” 

“And  would  that  same  thmg  hold  true 
if  a member  company  exhibited  in  any  of 
its  theatres  a film  which  had  not  been 
approved?”  asked  Ryan. 

“I  don’t  think  they  would  exhibit  one.” 

“But  is  there  the  same  penalty  upon  a 
member  company  upon  exhibiting  such  a 
film?”  Ryan  persisted. 

“I  think  so,”  admitted  Hays. 

“In  order  for  an  independent  producer 
to  succeed  in  business  then,  would  it  not 
be  necessary  for  him  to  secure  the  seal 
of  approval?” 

“I  cannot  say  what  is  necessary  to  suc- 
ceed in  business,”  Hays  replied. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  deposition 
provided  by  Will  Hays,  and  referring  to 
block  booking,  and  talent  pools,  will  be 
included  in  an  early  issue  of  Boxoffice. 


' PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  in  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 
250  Stuart  Street 
HANeoek  5788-5790 
BOSTON 


Co-Directs  "Dictator" 

Hollywood — Sydney  Chaplin,  who  has 
been  looking  after  his  brother’s  (Charlie) 
interests  in  Europe,  is  here  to  help  him 
co-direct  “The  Dictator.”  ‘"The  Dictator” 
will  mirror  Hitler  the  housepainter  and 
Hitler  the  dictator,  with  the  renowned 
comedian  playing  the  double  role. 


IIBI  ^ T Cl  M 

g^HE  SUIT  being  brought  by  Sam  Haase 
against  the  Star  Theatre  Realty  Co. 
for  collection  of  commissions  allegedly  due 
him  for  his  part  in  the  sale  of  the  Star 
in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  to  E.  M.  Loew,  was 
to  have  been  heard  this  week. 

Theatremen  took  interest  last  week  in 
the  statement  by  Governor  Leverett  Sal- 
tonstall  that  he  is  in  complete  accord  to 
abolish  the  Massachusetts  state  unemploy- 
ment compensation  committee. 

James  McAllister  and  Frederick  Rush, 
former  local  RKO  Theatre  employes  now 
identified  with  the  Graphic  Theatre  cir- 
cuit, were  in  town  last  week  from  Bel- 
fast, Me.,  and  Franklin,  N.  H. 

Ethel  Moore  of  the  local  Paramount 
office  is  wearing  a diamond  and  means  it. 

George  French,  former  manager  of 
Keith’s  Memorial,  has  resigned  as  manager 
of  the  Kenmore,  newly  opened  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  location  here. 

Charles  Curran,  RKO  advance  man,  has 
been  working  with  Publicist  Jack  Granara 
prior  to  the  premiere  of  “Gunga  Din”  at 
the  Keith’s  Memorial. 

Joe  Walsh  has  taken  over  the  Rialto 
in  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.  . . . Mrs.  Steve 
Broidy,  wife  of  the  local  Monogram  sales 
manager,  has  been  HI. 

E.  M.  Loew,  circuit  owner,  is  vacation- 
ing in  Florida  and  looking  over  his  open- 
air  site  there.  His  wife,  Sonia,  is  current- 
ly in  Europe  . . . Dick  Silva  of  the  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.  was  hospitalized  last  week. 

George  Rabb,  recently  appointed  assist- 
ant to  District  Attorney  Dewing  who  is 
defending  in  court  his  allegations  that 
Bank  Night  is  a lottery,  became  related 
last  week  to  Herman  Rifkin  of  Republic. 
He  is  a relation  of  George  Rabinowitz, 
Rifkin’s  son-in-law. 

Norman  Rowell  has  taken  over  the  Com- 
munity in  Mechanic  Falls,  Me.  The  house, 
formerly  named  Perkins  Hall,  was  operat- 
ed by  K.  Quint. 

Bob  Daniels  Goldman,  formerly  assist- 
ant to  Artist  Carlo  Vannicola  of  the  local 
RKO,  is  now  free  lancing  . . . Charles 
Patterson,  formerly  with  the  Graphic  'The- 
atre circuit,  is  now  in  town. 

Neio  Hampshire  theatremen  are  op- 
posing a legislative  move  to  legalize  Beano 
in  the  White  Mountain  state.  If  the  ac- 
tion is  successful,  a commissioner  of  games 
will  be  appointed.  Pari-Mutuel  betting  is 
also  a factor  among  the  lawmakers,  the 
law  permitting  such  racing  at  Rocking- 
ham having  expired. 

Harry  McDonald,  former  RKO  district 
manager,  outside  the  theatre  fold  for  some 
years,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
RKO  Albee  in  Providence.  He  succeeds 
Kenneth  Rockwell  who  has  become  man- 
ager of  the  RKO  Colonial  in  New  York 
City. 

Grace  Deery,  daughter  of  John  A.  Deery 
who  is  associated  with  Phil  Bloomberg  in 
a Massachusetts  chain,  and  John  A.  Shea, 
New  York  circuit  man,  are  engaged. 
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"Quizzo"  Invades 
Theatre  Center 

Portland,  Me. — “Quizzo,”  arch-enemy  of 
the  exhibitor,  has  launched  an  attack  at 
the  very  heart  of  two  of  Portland’s  first- 
run  houses,  the  Strand  and  Empire.  The 
games  are  conducted  by  Harlan  J.  Boucher, 
former  manager  of  the  Empire,  in  the 
Chatterbox  Dance  Salon  and  Hunting 
Room  located  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Strand  Bldg,  and  connecting  the  two  the- 
atres. The  rooms  have  been  leased  by  an 
out-of-town  party  from  Abraham  Good- 
side,  former  operator  of  both  the  Strand 
and  Empire,  who  formerly  used  the  Salon 
to  encourage  dancing  by  theatre  patrons  of 
both  houses.  The  “Hunting  Room”  has 
been  used  as  a smoking  room  and  lounge 
for  patrons  since  Ralph  Snyder  took  over 
the  houses  several  months  ago. 

Entrance  to  the  new  “Quizzo”  quarters  is 
directly  adjacent  to  the  Strand  Theatre 
boxoffice. 


Smith  Circuit  Loses  an 
E,  Greenwich  Lease 

Providence — After  10  years’  operation 
of  the  Greenwich  Theatre  in  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.,  the  Philip  Smith  Enterprises 
circuit  lost  that  house  last  week  when 
a higher  bid  was  submitted  at  the  stock- 
holders’ annual  meeting  by  Artcraft  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  offering  $10,400  for  a 10- 
year  lease  of  the  house  starting  April  16. 
Artcraft  Pictures  Corp.  has  Grace  E.  Ship- 
pee  as  president,  Harold  A.  Green  and  Jos- 
eph H.  Gorman,  business  men  in  East 
Greenwich,  as  vice-president  and  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Unconfirmed  rumors  have  it  that  the 
Smith  company  may  build  and  remain  in 
the  town. 

An  interesting  sidelight  to  the  situation 
is  the  Bank  Night  angle.  Last  year  in- 
dictments were  brought  against  Arnold 
Berger,  manager  of  the  theatre,  and  Philip 
H.  Lavine,  general  manager  of  the  Smith 
circuit,  charging  them  -with  promoting  a 
cash  game  at  the  theatre. 

Since  then  nothing  further  has  been 
done  in  the  matter,  with  court  action  be- 
ing set  back  from  month  to  month.  Last 
November  a Republican  sweep  in  elections 
here  put  Attorney  General  John  P.  Hart- 
igan,  who  brought  the  case  against  the 
Greenwich  house,  out  of  the  picture.  His 
successor  in  office  under  the  Republican 
governor  has  not  as  yet  had  time  to  press 
or  drop  the  indictments.  Whatever  the  re- 
sult will  be  when  this  does  occur  it  leaves 
the  new  lessees  of  the  Greenwich  unaf- 
fected; with  the  Smith  interests  subject 
to  the  fine  if  found  guilty  and  their  suc- 
cessors free  to  resiune  “Bank  Nights”  if 
acquitted. 


Ament  Pathe  News  Editor 

New  York — ^Walton  C.  Ament  has  been 
named  editor  of  Pathe  News  by  Frederic 
UUman  jr.,  vice-president.  RKO  is  dis- 
tributor. 


War  Sans  Heroics 


Boston — “Grand  Illusion,”  breaking  so 
many  records  at  the  Pine  Arts  Theatre 
here,  is  accorded  a staunch  editorial  boost 
by  the  conservative  Boston  Evening 
Transcript. 

“Anyone  who  wants  to  feel  worse  than 
usual  about  the  foreign  news,”  commented 
the  staid  financial  daily,  “would  do  well 
to  visit  ‘Grand  Illusion.’  Here,  for  the  first 
time,  perhaps,  is  war  shown  so  quietly 
that  its  essential  tragedy  is  not  lost  in  a 
roar  of  gunfire,  a fine  fury  of  heroics. 
The  story  is  simple;  it  deals  essentially 
with  three  Frenchmen  and  a German,  each 
with  his  particular  problem  created  by  the 
cataclysm  in  which  he  finds  himself. 

“But  it  is  left  for  a German  peasant 
woman  who  has  offered  sanctuary  to  two 
of  the  French  officers  as  they  escape  from 
a German  prison  camp  toward  the  Swiss 
border  to  make  a quiet  and  sweeping  de- 
nunciation of  war  so  restrained  that  its 
full  implications  take  time  to  sink  in.  And 
as  she  shows  them  her  house,  she  points 
to  photographs  on  the  wall — her  husband, 
her  brothers,  each  representing  to  her  a 
battle  where  he  was  killed.  She  names  off 
the  battles  concluding  simply,  ‘These  were 
our  greatest  victories.’ 

“The  presence  of  her  small  daughter, 
living  happily  from  day  to  day  as  only  the 
very  yoimg  and  the  quite  old  can  live, 
unconscious  of  the  surge  of  emotions 
around  her,  only  rubs  it  in.  So  does  a 
speech  by  one  of  the  French  officers,  who 
asks  the  family  cow,  as  he  forks  her  a bit 
of  hay,  ‘You  don’t  mind  being  fed  by  a 
Frenchman,  do  you?’ 

“As  the  two  Frenchmen  struggle  over  a 
snow  clad  mountain  pass  to  the  Swiss  bor- 
der, asking  each  other  if  they  really  have 
reached  Switzerland,  one  says  to  the  other, 
‘But  it  looks  just  the  same  over  there  as 
here.’  The  other  replies,  ‘Yes,  but  you 
can’t  see  a frontier;  it’s  an  invention  of 
man.’ 

“It  seems  strange  that  of  all  man’s  in- 
ventions— cures  for  diseases,  improvements 
in  communications,  marvelous  machinery 
for  every  sort  of  use — frontiers,  his  oldest 
and  most  primitive  creations,  are  almost 
the  only  ones  for  which  he  will  fight. 

“Jean  Renoir,  who  wrote  ‘Grand  Illu- 
sion,’ says  of  the  Great  War,  in  which  he 
was  a French  officer,  ‘We  had  no  hatred 
for  our  opponents.  They  were  just  as  good 
Germans  as  we  were  Frenchmen.’ 

“How  sad  that  men  should  have  to  go 
to  war  to  find  out  how  to  respect  each 
others’  points  of  view.  How  sad  and  how 
brutally  unnecessary.  The  trouble  is  that 
emotional  memories  are  transitory;  each 
generation  grows  up  as  ready  to  fight  as 
the  last  tragic  one. 

“Perhaps  one  encouraging  sign,  in  the 
face  of  all  the  world’s  present  troubles, 
is  the  fact  that  such  a film  as  M.  Renoir’s 
has  created  so  great  an  impression  as  to 
by  chosen  by  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view the  best  film  of  1938  from  any  coun- 
try, and  by  the  New  York  Film  Critics’ 
Ass’n  as  the  best  foreign  film  of  the  year. 
If  this  means  nothing  else,  it  may  indi- 
cate the  men  are  beginning  to  be  willing 
to  be  told  that  war  is  no  fun.” 


Reject  Exceptions 
To  Maine  Ruling 

Portland — In  a rescript  handed  down 
by  the  Maine  law  court,  exceptions  taken 
by  the  Strand  Theatre  Operating  Co.,  Inc., 
and  the  Empire  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  to  a 
judgment  of  $1,223.40  given  Proven  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  of  Maine,  operators  of  Keith’s 
Theatre  here  prior  to  its  closing,  were 
overruled. 

The  judgment  was  set  last  August  by 
Superior  Court  Justice  Herbert  T.  Pow- 
ers who  heard  the  case  last  June  and  foimd 
the  defendants  failed  to  offer  evidence 
showing  any  loss  by  virtue  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  vaudeville  at  Keith’s,  a policy  the 
defendant  companies  alleged  violated  a 
contract  between  the  theatre  concerns. 

Said  contract  stipulated  that  the  defend- 
ant theatre  companies  should  pay  weekly 
sums  to  Proven  Pictures,  the  plaintiff,  in 
return  for  a promise  that  Keith’s  would 
not  operate  a “first-run”  house.  The  de- 
fendants alleged  that  because  Keith’s  vio- 
lated the  contract  by  offering  vaudeville 
along  with  second-run  films,  they  were 
freed  from  paying  the  sums  called  for  in 
the  contract. 

The  rescript  declared  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions filed  by  the  defendant  companies 
presents  no  question  of  law  for  appellate 
review.  'The  plaintiff  concern  was  repre- 
sented by  Attorneys  Abraham  Breithbard 
and  Julius  Greenstein. 


Firemen  Battle  Blaze  as 
Patrons  Watch  Picture 

Nashua,  N.  H. — Unaware  of  what  was 
going  on,  a Saturday  night  audience 
watched  a show  at  the  Colonial  Theatre 
here  while  firemen  battled  a blaze  in  the 
basement. 

Slight  damage  was  caused  by  the  fire, 
believed  to  have  been  started  by  a cigarette 
tossed  in  an  air-purifying  fan  in  the  men’s 
lavatory.  Flames  were  confined  to  a 
partition. 


Fire-Damaged  Tilton  to 
Reopen  Alter  Repairs 

Tilton,  N.  H.  — The  Tilton  Theatre, 
which  was  badly  damaged  by  fire  recently, 
will  be  repaired  and  reopened  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  John  Bruno, 
manager. 


!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 


-i  Want  to  Sell 
” Your  Theatre? 


“I  can  give  you 
100%  Service  be- 
cause I have  no 
outside  in- 
terests.” 
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then  see  .'I 

SAM  HAASE: 

Beal  Bstate  Broker 
Theatre  Specialist 

■ ! ! ! I ! ! I M ! 


BOXOmCE  ::  January  28,  1939 


71 


CONSENSUS  of  opinion  all  around  the 
territory  is  that  business  is  not  what 
it  should  be,  although  first  two  weeks  of 
1939  showed  a decided  lift. 

‘‘Professor  Mamlock.”  coupled  at  the 
Lmcoln  ivith  the  Refugee  Mareh  of  Time 
release,  drew  mainly  from  excellent  tieups 
arranged  by  Manager  Ernest  Pelson.  In 
addition  to  three  organizations  in  the  city, 
Pelson  arranged  the  cooperation  of  the 
Yale  University  Committee  on  Refugees, 
who  in  turn  contacted  every  student. 

With  the  return  of  the  Abe  Fishmans 
and  Lawrence  Caplans  from  a five-week 
stay  in  Miami  Beach,  Jack  Fishman  de- 
parted for  a southern  vacation  with  his 
family  . . . The  lavish  Rabinowitz-Rifkin 
nuptials  at  the  Hotel  Copley-Plaza,  Bos- 
ton, were  attended  by  B.  E.  Hoffman,  Dan 
Finn,  Maxwell  Hoffman,  Larry  Germaine 
and  Harry  Lavietes  of  New  Haven. 

Dan  Richetelli,  formerly  at  the  State 
Theatre,  Torrington,  is  the  new  20th-Fox 
poster  clerk  and  assistant  shipper  . . . 
Marcel  Meckleberg,  former  GB  district 
manager  at  Boston,  and  now  wtih  Roy 
Heffner  of  Specialty  Pictures,  was  in  New 
Haven  and  visited  with  old  friends  . . . 
John  Ricciuti  of  Connecticut  Films  is 
handling  the  specialty  product  in  this  ter- 
ritory . . . Joe  Burke,  Fox  travelhig  audi- 
tor, visited  for  a few  days. 

“I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany”  had 
a first  run  showing  in  Hartford  at  the 
Proven  Pictures  Tlieatre,  dualed  with  ‘‘The 
Fight  for  Peace”  . . . Warner  managers 
came  in  from  all  comers  of  the  state  for 
a managers’  meeting  this  week  . . . Con- 
necticut MPTO  directors  met  under  Ed- 
ward Levy,  executive  secretary. 

The  New  Haven  Board  of  Education’s 
film  library  now  includes  some  80  reels, 
silent  and  sound,  which  the  schools  use 
regularly,  besides  borrowing  from  the  Navy 
Department,  dairies  and  other  commercial 
organizations. 

Arch  Street,  New  Britain,  starts  a 104- 
week-Bak-N-Serve  china  deal  this  week 
. . . Courageous  itinerant  operators  who 
tried  showing  a Finnish  picture  and  March 
of  Time  in  the  Town  Hall  at  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  were  arrested  because  of  unsafe 
equipment,  and  lacking  the  fine,  tarried  a 
while  in  jail. 

The  Rialto  Theatre,  New  Britain,  has 
inaugurated  a policy  of  showing  Polish 
pictures  ever  other  week  . . . Commercial 
Record  shows  a change  of  name  from 
Colonial  Theatre  Realty  Co.  of  Bristol  to 
Lockwood  & Gordon  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Among  the  film  people  ready  and  willing 
to  applaud  young  Angelo  Thomasino  in 
Yale  Drama  School  presentation  of  ‘‘The 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

Burch  Popcorn  Machines  Are 
Made  Especially  for  Theatres 

J.  J.  CONROY 

104  KIson  Road 
Waltham,  Mass. 

P.  O.  Box  54 


Sales 

Representative 
Conn.  — Maine 
Vermont — N.  H. 


Wheel”  were  John  Pavone,  Earl  Wright, 
T.  O’Toole,  Jeanette  Berliner  and  proud 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Thomasino. 
Though  his  appearance  was  brief,  all  were 
agreed  Angelo  had  great  promise. 

Dr.  Mark  May  of  the  Yale  Institute  of 
Huma7i  Relations,  and  president  of  The- 
atre Patrons,  Inc.,  addressed  a University 
group  on  “The  Movies  and  Propaganda.^’ 
Two  excerpted  one-reelers  from  “Fury” 
and  “The  Good  Earth”  were  shown  as 
examples  of  a new  series  designed  for 
school  use,  to  follow  “Secrets  of  Success” 
shorts  used  in  the  past  and  prepared  by 
the  same  group  of  psychologists  and  edu- 
cators. Cooperation  of  seven  distributors 
is  assured. 

Bob  Russell’s  institutional  editorial,  ‘‘Su- 
per Service,”  scheduled  to  appear  in  the 
Sunday  Register  this  week  . . . The  Ice 
Pollies  are  due  at  the  New  Haven  Arena 
February  6 for  a 7-night  engagement  . . . 
Harold  Eskin  has  acquired  the  American 
and  Cameo  theatres  in  Newark,  N.  J. 

Prefect  Theatre  Corp.  has  notified  ex- 
changes that  it  will  continue  to  keep  the 
Pickwick,  Greenwich,  dark  and  run  the 
smaller  Greenwich,  because  of  poor  busi- 
ness conditions. 

On  the  entertainment  committee  for 
the  President’s  Ball  here  are  James  Milne, 
of  WELI,  Mack  Parker,  WICC,  John  Hesse 
of  the  Roger  Sherman,  Bob  Russell,  Loew- 
Poli,  Louis  A.  Schaefer,  Paramount,  Sam 
Badamo,  College,  William  Elder,  Bijou  and 
David  Halpern,  WBRY. 

The  Strand  Theatre.  Stamford,  is  run- 
ning the  Magic  Eye  plan  with  success  . . . 
Imperial  Pictures  has  sold  “Moonlight 
Sonata”  to  the  Warner  circuit,  ivith  ten 
dates  already  set  . . . Harry  Segal  in  town 
to  negotiate  deals  on  “Grand  Illusion”  also. 

The  I.  J.  Hoffmans’  trip  south  is  in  cele- 
bration of  a 25th  anniversary.  Congratu- 
lations! . . . Ben  Simon  and  Tom  Don- 
aldson are  among  the  latest  to  be  study- 
ing the  southern  routes  . . . Date  was 
scheduled  to  be  set  this  week  for  the  sale 
of  the  three  Middletown  theatres,  in  re- 
ceivership for  many  months  past. 

The  “Jesse  James”  press  book  will  be 
revised  to  include  the  Loew-Poli  division 
stunts  on  the  picture,  used  in  advance  and 
throughout  the  week.  New  Haven,  Hart- 
ford and  Bridgeport  being  the  first  three 
cities  outside  the  Big  City  to  open.  Bob 
Russell  added  scores  of  stunts  on  his  own, 
in  addition  to  those  used  generally:  full 
page  stories  were  planted  in  the  Echo, 
ItaJian- American  News,  Milford  News; 
ushers  wore  special  hats  and  handker- 
chiefs; 5,000  tabloid  heralds  were  distrib- 
uted; a sign  with  3-foot  blinking  letters 
was  placed  opposite  the  railroad  station, 
etc. 

Among  the  bills  in  the  state  legislature 
is  one  creating  a state  racing  commission 
and  legalizing  horse-racing  in  Connecti- 
cut . . . Bridgeport  Herald  applauds  fight- 
ing the  evils  of  block-booking  which  ‘‘re- 
sults in  many  rotten  pictures  being  forced 
onto  the  screen  of  the  movie  house.” 


See  "Salvation"  in 
"Quoddy"  Project 

Portland,  Me. — President  Roosevelt  on 
January  17  renewed  hopes  of  eastern 
Maine  that  the  $37,000,000  Passamaquoddy 
Bay  power  project  eventually  would  be 
completed,  when  he  urged  Congress  to  re- 
consider its  suspension.  Some  $7,000,000 
was  spent  on  the  project  to  harness  the 
high  tides  of  the  bay  before  it  was  aban- 
doned about  three  years  ago  when  addi- 
tional funds  were  refused  by  Congress. 

Exhibitors  and  business  men  in  Wash- 
ington county,  tke  area  which  would  gain 
the  principal  economic  benefit  from  a con- 
tinuance of  work  on  the  project,  agree 
that  it  would  be  the  “salvation”  of  that  sec- 
tion. Rep.  Alexander  A.  MacNichol  (D) 
of  Eastport,  in  discussing  the  President’s 
action  before  the  Maine  house  of  repre- 
sentatives Wednesday,  said  that  “Quoddy 
is  the  only  means  by  which  the  whole 
eastern  area  of  Maine  can  be  brought  to  a 
self-supporting  basis.” 

Soon  after  the  dropping  of  the  project 
three  years  ago  business  conditions  in 
Eastport  became  so  deplorable  that  the 
state  took  over  the  city’s  fiscal  affairs  and 
has  been  handling  them  since.  B.  W.  Ela, 
Eastport  commissioner,  agreed  with  Mr. 
MacNichols,  stating  that  a renewal  of  con- 
struction “would  aid  materially  in  reviving 
business.” 

The  only  exhibitor  in  Eastport  and  the 
adjacent  territory,  is  Mrs.  Elsie  Shea,  who 
operates  the  Acme  Theatre  at  Eastport 
and  the  Eagle  at  Lubec. 

The  2,000  employes  of  the  S.  D.  Warren 
Co.  at  the  Cumberland  Mills  plant  and 
Cobsecook  Mills,  Gardiner,  have  received 
a five  per  cent  increase  in  wages.  The 
raise  restored  one-half  of  a wage  decrease 
made  last  August. 

Approximately  $65,000  a year  will  be 
saved  by  Maine  potato  growers  due  to  a 
reduction  in  fertilizer  rates  made  by  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  recently. 


Schwartz's  "Ten  Best" 
Choice  Nets  a Trip 

Bridgeport — Jack  Schwartz  of  the  West 
End  Theatre  was  winner  of  the  annual 
10  Best  Pictures  Contest  conducted  by  the 
Bridgeport  Herald.  As  a reward,  he  and 
Mrs.  Schwartz  won  a free  trip  to  New  York 
and  a two-day-and-night  aU-expense  tour 
of  shows,  night  clubs,  hotels,  sights,  and 
celebrity-meeting.  Schwartz’s  list  read 
“Snow  White  and  Seven  Dwarfs,”  “In  Old 
Chicago,”  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,”  “Adventures 
of  Robin  Hood,”  “Boys  Town,”  “Hurri- 
cane,” “Marie  Antoinette,”  “Love  Finds 
Andy  Hardy”  and  “The  Citadel,”  and  cor- 
responded most  nearly  with  a recent  critics 
poll.  A record  of  2.644  entries  in  the  con- 
test this  year  marks  increasing  interest, 
and  the  fact  that  the  majority  were  right 
on  seven  of  the  ten  pictures  shows  extra- 
ordinary agreement  with  the  critics.  Fifty 
runners-up  in  the  contest  received  invi- 
tations for  two  for  two  visits  to  the  Loew- 
Poli  Theatre. 
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Recall  an  Errand 


Boston — Frank  and  Walter  Murphy  were 
employed  as  ushers  in  a Brockton  theatre 
at  the  time  Ben  Rosenberg,  then  service 
manager  for  Publix,  came  around  for  an 
inspection  tour.  Rosenberg,  feeling  a bit 
of  humor  might  lighten  the  proceedings, 
interrupted  his  pep  talk  at  one  point  to 
discuss  the  handling  of  particularly  stout 
patrons. 

He  asked  the  assembled  staff  if  any  of 
them  had  seen  a “seat  stretcher”  in  use. 
Nobody  replied.  Scanning  the  line,  Rosen- 
berg designated  Frank  Murphy  to  procure 
that  theatre’s  “seat  stretcher”  from  the 
upstairs  office.  Mm'phy  returned  some 
minutes  later,  empty  handed  and  red 
faced. 

Frank  Murphy  is  now  manager  of  the 
Loew’s  State  in  Syracuse,  Walter  Murphy 
is  assistant  manager  and  treasurer  at 
Loew’s  State  in  Boston.  Ben  Rosenberg 
is  manager  of  the  Fenway  in  Boston. 


jyjATT  L.  SAUNDERS,  prevented  by  sick- 
ness  in  his  family  from  making  that 
airplane  trip  to  Chicago,  is  now  planning 
the  journey  for  the  middle  of  February. 

The  use  of  Bassick  High  School  audi- 
torium for  a showing  of  the  film,  “Lenin 
in  October,”  was  refused  by  the  board  of 
education. 

There  may  be  new  balcony  seats  in  the 
Globe  soon  . . . State  Trooper  George 
Mitchell  loaned  his  collection  of  antique 
firearms  to  the  Loew-Poli  for  a lobby  dis- 
play in  connection  with  “Jesse  James.” 

The  Starlight  Players  are  presenting 
stock  in  the  Elks  auditorium  one  night  a 
week  at  Danbury. 

Robert  Munziner,  Majestic  assistant 
manager,  guested  150  Post-Telegram  news- 
boys for  “Newsboys’  Home”  and  got  space 
in  both  papers  with  a review  by  one  of  the 
carriers. 

Lyric  opened  one  night  to  house  films 
and  a lecture  by  the  Rev.  Bernard  R.  Hub- 
bard, the  glacier  priest. 

Newest  weekly  here  carrying  theatrical 
gossip  is  the  little  “Ross  News,”  edited  by 
Donald  Ross,  young  son  of  the  late  Don- 
ald Ross  who  managed  the  Globe  here.  The 
little  sheet  sells  for  a cent  and  circulation 
around  the  theatres  now  numbers  103 
copies. 

“Slalom,”  feature  length  ski  film,  is 
playing  high  school  auditoriums  in  this 
territory  under  auspices  of  ski  and  winter 
sports  clubs. 

Film  reviews  will  be  missing  from  the 
Times-Star  until  the  close  of  the  McKes- 
son and  Robbins  investigation  as  James 
Hague,  paper’s  reviewer,  is  tied  up  covering 
drug  firm  probe  in  New  York  City. 


Starrer  for  Rathbone 

Hollywood — Basil  Rathbone  is  set  for 
the  starring  role  in  “The  Sun  Never  Sets” 
at  Universal.  Rowland  V.  Lee  directs. 


gUPPORTED  by  local  business  men  the 
personal  appearance  of  Paul  White- 
man  and  his  orchestra  in  a concert  dance 
at  Portland  City  Hall  January  21  and  the 
presentation  of  a ballet  by  'Trudi  Schoop 
and  her  22  actor-dancers  at  the  Portland 
High  School  auditorium  January  20,  took 
an  unusually  heavy  toll  from  local  box- 
offices.  The  latter,  ironically,  was  spon- 
sored by  the  Portland  Motion  Pictui’e 
Council. 

Beano,  although  illegal  in  Maine,  is  be- 
ing played  currently  in  Biddeford  and 
Saco,  and  to  add  insult  to  injury,  is  being 
advertised  in  foot-high  letters  on  banners 
in  front  of  some  of  the  establishmeiits . 

Arthur  Sharby  of  the  Sharby  circuit 
has  taken  over  bookings  for  the  new  Me- 
chanic Falls  Theatre  . . . The  State  Thea- 
tre opened  with  “Shining  Hour”  and 
“Dramatic  School”  one  day  ahead  of 
schedule  January  17. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Mrs.  M.  A.  Botwick 
of  New  Haven,  who  is  spending  a couple  of 
weeks  with  her  son,  Harry,  and  her  daugh- 
ter-in-law; Bill  Benjamin,  NS  salesman, 
and  Carl  Divizia,  salesman  for  RKO. 

What  may  be  a move  to  ally  moving 
pictures  more  closely  with  education  in  the 
public  schools  was  taken  this  week  when 
Roland  E.  Stevens,  principal  at  the  Lincoln 
Junior  High  School,  supervised  the  show- 
ing of  several  moving  pictures  to  boys  and 
girls  at  the  noon -time  recesses,  January 
18  and  19.  The  films  chosen  were  “News 
in  the  Air,”  “Winter  Sports,”  and  “Deep 
Sea  Fishing”  and  were  screened  in  the  as- 
sembly hall. 


That's  Telling  Her 


Portland,  Me. — There’s  a certain  hand- 
some young  usher  working  at  the  State 
Theatre  who’s  having  more  than  his  share 
of  trouble  with  smitten  femmes. 

The  other  day  while  he  was  on  duty  a 
pretty  little  gal  of  about  12  strolled  into 
the  theatre  and  first  requested,  then  de- 
manded, to  see  the  young  Don  Juan. 

Rules  is  rules,  as  the  saying  goes,  so 
the  beauteous  lady’s  demand  was  again 
firmly,  but  tactfully,  refused  by  the  door- 
man. 

Not  to  be  vanquished  by  red  tape,  the 
indignant  miss  retired  to  the  outer  lobby 
and  scribbled  this  note; 

“I  love  you.  Give  me  your  answer  by 
Saturday  night.” 

A moment  later  the  note  was  handed 
to  the  usher,  who,  upon  reading  it,  rushed 
to  the  girl’s  side.  Apparently  he  had  no 
thought  of  waiting  until  Saturday  night  to 
give  her  his  answer. 

It  came  out  in  gulps: 

“Get  the  h out  of  here!” 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


BILL  filed  in  the  legislature  would  pro- 
hibit employment  of  women  and  minors 
before  7 a.  m.  or  later  than  11  p.  m. 

Movietone  cameramen  took  shots  of  the 
shipping  of  the  first  carload  of  New  Eng- 
land hurricane-damaged  logs  from  Con- 
way Junction. 

Dick  Sears,  Universal  Newsreel  photog- 
rapher, addressed  a joint  meeting  of  Ma- 
sonic lodges  in  Nashua,  January  17. 


The  annual  Rum  ford  Whiter  Carnival, 
an  event  which  generally  attracts  thou- 
sands of  out-of-towners,  is  scheduled  to 
be  held  February  4 and  5. 


Trade's  Prominent  at 
Wedding  in  Boston 

Boston — Selma  Rifkin,  daughter  of  Her- 
man Rifkin  of  Republic,  and  George  L. 
Rabinowitz,  recently  appointed  New  Hav- 
en manager  for  Republic,  were  married 
Saturday  at  the  Copley-Plaza.  Miss  Rif- 
kin, formerly  employed  in  the  local  Re- 
public office,  is  a graduate  of  Simmons 
and  attended  the  Columbia  University 
School  of  Journalism.  Rabinowitz  is  a 
graduate  of  Northeastern  University  Law 
School. 

The  function,  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
of  the  yeai’,  was  attended  by  such  film 
men  as  Herbert  Yates,  James  Grainger, 
Lou  Astor,  Larry  Germaine,  Barney  Hoff- 
man, Edward  Golden,  Charles  Stern,  Frank 
McCarthy,  Nathan  Yamins,  Archie  Sil- 
verman, Clinton  Payne,  Edward  Reed,  Pat- 
rick F.  Healey,  E.  Harold  Stoneman,  Phil 
Smith,  Maurice  Wolf,  A1  Herman,  Joseph 
Levenson,  Max  Levenson,  Morris  Pouzzner, 
Harry  Rogovin,  John  Dervin,  Martin  J. 
Mullin,  Burt  Jacocks,  Steve  Broidy,  Sam 
Pinanski,  Murray  Weiss,  Irving  Isaacs, 
Max  Pin,  Phil  Berler,  Max  Melincoff,  Phil 
Seletsky,  Hy  Fine,  and  Robert  Sternberg. 


Goodwin  E.  Philbrook,  treasurer  of  the 
Musicians  Union  in  Portsmouth  for  30 
years,  has  gone  to  Florida  to  take  up  per- 
manent residence. 

The  New  Hampshire  Congress  of  Par- 
ents and  Teachers  has  gone  on  record  as 
opposed  to  the  measure  filed  in  the  legis- 
lature for  legalization  of  Beano,  Bingo,  etc. 

William  J.  Stanton,  manager  of  the 
Scenic  Theatre  in  Rochester,  aided  the 
March  of  Dimes  drive  by  using  a special 
trailer  advertising  the  paralysis  fight. 


So  Public'll  Know 

Hollywood  — Since  Vivien  Leigh  was 
named  to  essay  “Scarlett”  in  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  by  David  O.  Selznick,  450 
prints  of  three  films  in  which  the  British 
actress  has  appeared  for  Alexander  Korda, 
have  been  made  available  for  exhibitors 
by  United  Artists. 


EXCELLOPHONE 

1 the  hord-of-hearing  aid  that  excels 


Increase  good  will 
i and  box  office 
revenue  with  this 
easily  installed, 
< mechanically  per- 
^ feet  device. 
Guaranteed  for  2 
Years 


Richard  B.  Rubin 

20  Sbawmut  St. 
LIBerty  6855-6 
BOSTON 


Call  or  Write  for  Details  and  Prices. 
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Jl^LL  PROVIDENCE  theatres  took  a drop 
in  business  last  week.  Most  logical  ex- 
planation is  opposition  offered  the  film 
houses  by  the  “Ice  Follies  of  1939’’  which 
attracted  38,000  paid  admissions  to  the 
R.  I.  Auditorium  dm’ing  the  week.  The 
ice  show,  with  admissions  scaled  at  50  cents 
to  $1.65  (with  majority  of  seats  at  latter 
price)  enjoyed  the  greatest  free  news- 
paper publicity  ever  accorded  any  show 
hereabouts.  The  show  was  sponsored  by 
Rotary  Club,  with  proceeds  going  to  char- 
ity. 

Members  of  the  Woonsocket  Typograph- 
ical Union,  No.  245,  went  on  record  as 
opposed  to  the  increased  theatre  license 
fee,  on  the  ground  that  the  public  “will 
have  to  pay  this  increased  fee.”  The  reso- 
lution emphasized  that  the  boosted  license 
“will  probably  mean  an  increase  in  ad- 
mission or  of  some  employes  losing  their 
jobs.  And  furthermore,  this  is  about  the 
only  amusement  some  poor  people  have 
and  we  do  not  believe  it  is  fair.”  Copies 
of  the  resolution  were  sent  by  the  union 
to  the  police  commissioners,  press  and  the- 
atre managements. 

Fred  Greene,  Woonsocket  theatre  man- 
ager, is  the  proud  daddy  of  a boy  born 
last  month. 

A new  “low”  in  theatre  admission  scales 
hereabouts  went  into  effect  at  Shea’s 
Paramount,  Newport’s  largest  theatre,  last 
Saturday.  Evening  prices  of  15  and  20 
cents;  matinees  15  and  children  10  cents 
at  all  times  makes  double  feature  film 
programs  even  below  the  old  10-20-30  scale 
of  the  roadshows  of  the  gas  light  era. 

John  Curley,  an  employe  of  Loew’s  State 
for  the  past  five  years  and  for  the  past 
year  or  more  chief  of  service  there,  has 
resigned  to  enter  other  employment.  No 
successor  has  been  named  as  yet  by  House 
Manager  Edward  McBride. 

Littleton  Benefit  Dance 
Held  for  Howard  Harris 

Littleton,  N.  H.  — Friends  of  Howard 
Harris,  member  of  the  Premier  Theatre 
staff,  held  a benefit  dance  for  him  last 
week. 

Harris,  a former  high  school  athlete, 
suffered  a fractured  leg  last  fall  while 
helping  a pick-up  squad  scrimmage  against 
the  high  school  eleven. 

Recently,  serious  infection  developed  and 
he  was  taken  to  Littleton  Hospital  where 
treatment  was  given  by  a Boston  specialist. 

Writer  Tully  Charges 
Film  Misrepresents 

New  York — Jim  Tully,  writer,  has  filed 
suit  against  William  K.  Howard  in  federal 
court  for  $50,000  claiming  that  “Back 
Door  to  Heaven,’’  produced  in  Astoria, 
did  not  represent  incidents  in  his  life  and 
that  his  name  was  being  used  for  pub- 
licity purposes.  William  B.  Jaffe  is  repre- 
senting Howard. 


Testimonial  Dinner 
For  Ben  Simon 

New  Haven — Filmrow  will  tender  a tes- 
timonial dinner  to  Ben  Simon,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox manager  here,  in  honor  of  his 
20th  anniversary  on  Meadow  St.,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  February  7,  at  the  Racebrook 
Country  Club.  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli 
division  manager,  win  be  toastmaster,  and 
Barney  Pitkin,  of  RKO,  heads  the  com- 
mittee on  arrangements.  Serving  on  the 
committee  are  Thomas  Donaldson,  T. 
O’Toole,  Lou  Wechsler,  John  Pavone,  Mor- 
ris Joseph,  Edward  Ruff,  Harry  Gibbs  and 
Earl  Wright. 

Massachusetts  Censors 
Cut  Three  Pictures 

Boston — Three  motion  pictures  out  of 
41  were  cut  by  the  Massachusetts  Bureau 
of  Sunday  Censorship. 

Elimination  of  the  English  subtitle, 
“Damned  your  business!’’  was  the  single 
deletion  in  the  Egyptian  Film  Company’s 
“Behind  the  Curtain.” 

Scissoring  on  “Peter  the  First,”  10-reel 
feature  distributed  by  Garrison,  Inc.,  of 
New  York  City,  included:  “Scenes  show- 
ing general  unconventional  conduct  at  the 
fortress,  in  part  5.  Scenes  showing  nude 
picture,  in  part  6.  Caption  with  reference 
to  taking  candle  to  bedroom,  in  part  9.” 

Passed  in  the  original  were  RKO’s  “The 
Great  Man  Votes,”  Grand  National’s  “Long 
Shot,”  Universal’s  “Son  of  Frankenstein,” 
M-G-M’s  “Bum  ’Em  Up  O’Connor,”  Mono- 
gram’s “Convict’s  Code,”  and  Cameo 
Screen  Attractions’  “Ballerina.” 

Twenty-one  vaudeville  acts  were  ap- 
proved for  Sunday  performances.  Five 
routines  were  disapproved  in  their  origi- 
nal form,  while  five  other  acts  were  ruled 
off  Massachusetts  stages  entirely  for  the 
Sabbath. 


Retitled  "Dusty  Road" 

Hollywood — “Let  Freedom  Ring”  has 
been  retitled  “Dusty  Road.”  The  Metro 
film  stars  Nelson  Eddy. 


No  Uniom  But 
The  SPCA 

New  Haven — Add  trials  of  a theatre 
manager;  When  Bob  Russell  reported 
with  pride  to  the  local  press  that  a 
"Jesse  James"  rider  on  horseback  would 
"make"  the  three  Poli  theatres  in  Hart- 
ford, New  Haven  and  Bridgeport  and 
then  go  on  to  the  Roxy  in  New  York, 
he  didn't  foresee  that  the  Society  for 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  would 
take  exception.  Forget  the  rider's  cal- 
louses and  cold  ears — how  about  the 
poor  horse?  Bob  had  to  assure  and  re- 
assure the  representative  that  traveling 
would  be  done  in  a van  until  the  re- 
spective cities  were  reached  and  a gala 
dash  up  to  the  theatres  could  be  staged 
for  the  proper  "Jesse  James"  effect. 


10  Years  Ago 


{From  Boxoffice  Files,  Jan.  26,  1929) 
^HE  Goldstein  Bros,  have  appointed 

Thomas  Brown  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.  . . . The  Vic- 
tory Theatre  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  has  been 
reopened  by  William  S.  Grady  . . . Harry 
A.  Cohen,  assuming  management  of  the 
Fox-Poli  Majestic  in  Bridgeport,  has  leased 
his  Liberty  and  West  End  theatres  to  other 
interests. 

The  Rialto  in  Providence  has  installed 
sound  ...  A.  L.  Couture  is  building  a 
2,300-seat  house  in  Manchester,  N.  H.  Cou- 
ture and  his  brother  already  operate  the 
Crown  and  Star  there  . . . Irving  T.  Mc- 
Donald, managing  director  of  Fox-Poli 
theatres  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  has  turned 
in  his  resig?iation. 

The  Interstate  ’Theatre  Co.  of  Maine  has 
purchased  the  Capitol  in  Springfield,  Mass., 
and  the  Strand,  Empire  and  Jefferson  the- 
atres, in  Portland,  from  Abraham  Goodside 
and  associates.  Rudolph  Mayer,  Interstate 
president,  is  a brother  of  Louis  B.,  vice- 
president  of  M-G-M. 

Manager  Tod  Browning  has  started  a 
new  practice  at  the  Keith  Memorial  which 
is  gaining  interest  in  Boston.  Patrons  are 
invited  backstage  to  get  first-hand  impres- 
sions on  how  the  other  side  lives.  Brown- 
ing has  a few  performers  on  hand  to  ex- 
plain to  visitors  any  pertinent  questions 
they  might  have. 


Film  of  New  Hampshire 
For  New  York's  Fair 

Concord,  N.  H. — A sound  picture,  “The 
Ninth  State,”  is  being  produced  in  New 
Hampshire  to  be  shown  at  the  New  York 
World’s  Pair.  Tlie  title  refers  to  the  Gran- 
ite State,  the  ninth  to  ratify  the  federal 
constitution. 

The  film  will  represent  the  experience 
of  a person  coming  in  from  sea,  glimpsing 
first  the  historic  buildings  in  the  Ports- 
mouth section  and  then  moving  into  the 
Manchester  - Concord  - Nashua  industrial 
center,  the  lake  and  mountain  regions,  and 
other  points  of  interest. 

Following  the  World’s  Fair,  the  film  will 
be  released  for  general  use. 


Celebrate  Anniversaries 
With  Hawaiian  Cruises 

New  York — Two  local  independent  cir- 
cuit heads  are  celebrating  their  anni- 
versaries in  the  industry  by  taking  vaca- 
tion trips  to  Honolulu. 

First  is  Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of 
Cinema  circuit,  who  this  month  heralds 
his  30th  year  in  the  business.  He  sailed 
from  Los  Angeles  with  his  wife  on  the 
Matsonia.  Second  is  Sam  Rinzler.  He  is 
top  man  in  the  Randforce  circuit  and  next 
month  will  be  an  exhibitor  of  25  years’ 
standing.  He  and  his  wife  left  Friday  for 
Hollywood  where  they  will  spend  five  days 
visiting  the  studios  before  sailing  on  the 
Lurline.  Both  will  be  gone  seven  to  eight 
weeks. 
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DEPOSITIONS  FROM  WOMETCO  AND  PARAMOUNT 
DEFENDANTS  IN  MONOPOLY  SUIT  BEING  TAKEN 


Herman  Weingarten,  president  of  the 
Washington  and  Garden  Operating 
Co.,  Miami,  who  brought  the  anti- 
trust suit  against  major  distributors 
and  the  Wometco  circuit. 

Lauds  "Gunga  Din" 
World  Premiere 

Miami — ‘“Gunga  Din’  is  definitely  Mi- 
ami’s most  successful  world  premiere,”  said 
S.  A.  Lynch  following  a showing  at  the 
Sheridan  Theatre  here  Tuesday.  Among 
those  present  were  Major  Albert  Warner, 
Nicholas  Schenck,  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Dave 
Fleischer,  John  Hertz,  N.  Nathanson, 
George  Ade,  Leo  Spitz,  Carl  Leserman, 
Carl  Bamford,  Hannah  Dempsey,  Joyce 
Mathews,  Lou  Holtz,  Paula  Stone  Hilde- 
garde,  Frances  Faye,  Nick  Kenney,  Cross 
and  Dunn. 


Norileet  Leaving  Dallas 
For  Hollywood  Post 

Dallas — Leaving  the  Republic  exchange 
where  he  has  been  doing  publicity  for  the 
past  year,  Hal  Norfleet  soon  will  wind  up 
in  Hollywood  where  he  has  been  assigned 
by  William  Saal  to  handle  special  ef- 
ploitation  on  the  story  of  Sam  Houston 
currently  titled  “Man  of  Conquest.”  In 
addition,  he  will  serve  as  a writer. 

En  route  west,  Hal  will  handle  personal 
appearances  in  west  Texas  for  George 
(Tex)  Hall,  double  for  Autry  and  Rogers. 

Norfleet  is  an  oldtimer  in  Texas  show 
business  and  was  connoc  ed  with  some  of 
the  state’s  leading  theatres. 


Lynch,  Meyer  and  Wolf  son 
Answer  W&G  Attorney 
In  Miami  Action 

Miami — Judge  John  W.  Holland  of  the 
U.  S.  district  court  has  set  Tuesday  as 
the  opening  day  for  the  taking  of  deposi- 
tions of  the  heads  of  two  of  the  defendant 
companies  in  the  film  monopoly  suit  filed 
here  in  the  names  of  Cameo  and  Surf 
theatres. 

These  initial  depositions,  to  be  taken  in 
the  office  of  the  plaintiffs’  attorney, 
Henry  K.  Gibson,  will  be  made  by  S.  A. 
Lynch,  major  stockholder  in  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  Sidney  Meyer 
and  Mitchell  Wolfson,  joint  heads  of 
Wometco  Theatres,  Inc. 

Several  days  questioning  will  be  requir- 
ed for  the  completion  of  the  depositions, 
Gibson  said. 

This  suit,  which  charges  monopolistic 
control  of  current  American  films  through- 
out the  Greater  Miami  area,  and  asks 
$432,000  damages  for  losses  sustained  by 
the  Cameo  and  Surf  theatres  as  a result 
of  this  “monopoly,”  has  been  in  the  process 
of  preparation  for  several  months. 

Aside  from  the  charged  prevalence  of 
over-buying,  the  suit  places  next  greatest 
stress  on  the  existence  of  alleged  illegal 
agreements  among  defendants  (the  “Big 
Eight”  being  joint  defendants  together 
with  Wometco  and  Paramoimt)  under 
which  first  class  feature  films  are  said  to 
be  available  exclusively  and  solely  by  the 
defendant-exhibitors  in  the  Greater  Miami 
area  for  a period  of  from  eight  to  ten 
weeks,  i.e.,  from  56  to  70  days. 

Besides  this,  the  complaint  charges  that 
the  defendant  distributors  demand  plain- 
tiffs agree  not  to  show  any  feature  film 
licensed  from  any  of  them  until  after  the 
expiration  of  150  days  after  the  first  run 
in  the  Greater  Miami  area. 

This  clearance,  or  “protection,”  clause, 
now  enforced  locally,  is  greater  and  longer 
than  that  maintained  anywhere  else  in 
the  country,  the  suit  further  alleges,  and 
requests  the  federal  court  to  decree  seven 
days  as  an  ample  and  reasonable  clear- 
ance period  and  issue  a perpetual  injunc- 
tion against  any  longer  clearance  clause. 

In  reference  to  the  overbuying  charge, 
the  complaint  avers  that  of  the  400  to  500 
first-class  features  being  released  through 
the  “Big  Eight,”  the  two  local  circuits 
combined  do  not  use  more  than  250  dur- 
ing any  year.  None  of  the  unused  fea- 
tures are  available  to  independents,  it  is 
contended,  until  after  the  expiration  of  the 
150  day  “clearance.” 

At  the  time  these  extra  films,  “never 
to  be  used,”  are  purchased,  the  plaintiffs 
allege  that  the  defendants  have  agreed 
among  themselves  that  such  films  may 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Jack  Van  Lloyd,  manager  of  the  Cam- 
eo theatre  circuit,  an  arm  of  the 
Washington  and  Garden  Operating 
Co.,  which  brought  the  anti-trust  suit. 

Mauldin  Theatres 
Offered  for  Sale 

Dallas — Andy  Mauldin  of  Lubbock  is 
advertising  for  sale  in  some  of  the  state’s 
metropolitan  newspapers  his  six  west  Texas 
theatres,  listing  them  as  the  Texas  in 
Abilene,  Grand  at  Tulia,  Crystal  and  Pal- 
ace at  Ralls,  and  the  Broadway  and  Lyric 
at  Lubbock. 

He  started  his  expansion  within  the 
last  few  years  from  the  latter  town.  He 
is  a competitor  of  Interstate  in  Abilene 
and  of  Griffith  in  Lubbock. 


989  Theatres  in  Texas 
Shown  in  New  Guide 

Dallas — A total  of  989  theatres  in 
Texas,  20  more  than  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year,  is  revealed  in  the  Texas  Theatre 
Guide  just  off  the  press.  There  are  279 
affiliated  circuit  theatres  as  compared 
with  273  one  year  ago;  221  unaffiliated 
circuits  as  compared  with  199  one  year 
ago,  and  489  independent  theatres  as  com- 
pared with  497  at  the  beginning  of  last 
year. 

The  989  theatres  have  a total  seating 
capacity  of  485,625.  Forty-eight  of  these 
theatres  with  a capacity  of  14,466  seats 
are  closed  as  compared  with  32  one  year 
ago  with  a seating  capacity  of  9,345. 
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Florida 's  High  Court  Ends 
Bank  Night  in  the  State 


Tampa — “We  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
far-reaching  effect  of  this  opinion  on  the 
theatre  business  in  Florida,’’  said  the  state 
supreme  court  last  week  in  outlawing  Bank 
Night  and  similar  cash  drawings. 

That  the  effect  was  immediate  is  seen 
in  the  wholesale  closing  of  cash  awards  at 
state  theatres,  led  by  the  50-odd  houses 
using  the  promotion  plan  under  the  Bank 
Night  name.  Few  houses  in  the  state  were 
playing  any  kind  of  cash  award  stimulant 
plan. 

Bank  Night  has  been  operated  by  the- 
atres in  Florida  for  more  than  four  years. 
It  has  been  claimed  in  the  smaller  com- 
munities the  cash  night  took  care  of  much 
of  the  week’s  overhead.  Exhibitors  hav? 
pointed  out  that  in  the  larger  cities  of 
Florida  it  brought  seme  5,000  to  10,0 iO 
people  to  the  downtown  section  and  busi- 
ness houses,  restaurants,  drug  s' ores,  taxis, 
bus  service  and  others  profited. 

In  cities  where  Bank  Night  was  started 
with  $500  and  $100  added  each  week,  when 
a winner  was  not  present,  the  payoff  in 
cash  awards  over  the  four  to  five-year 
period  was  around  $200  weekly. 

The  Edison  Theatre  continued  its  cus- 
tomary drawing  Tuesday  after  an  unfavor- 
able Bank  Night  decision  by  the  state 
supreme  court.  John  Cunningham,  mana- 
ger, was  unavailable  for  a statement. 

Indiana  Legislators  Would 
Allow  Specific  Presentations 

Indianapolis— A concession  to  Bingo  and 
recognition  of  its  entrenchment  in  public 
favor  is  manifested  by  the  current  legis- 
lature, whose  members  at  present  are  seek- 
ing not  to  outlaw  the  game  itself,  but  to 
so  amend  the  law  dealing  with  gambling 
as  to  facilitate  the  conviction  of  gamblers 
and  others  who  conduct  the  games  for 
private  profit,  and  exempt  clubs  and  or- 
ganizations operating  the  games  for  their 
members  as  a social  pastime  or  as  a means 
of  raising  money  for  worthy  causes. 


Bigger  Ones  for  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — The  reacticn  to  a move  in- 
stigated by  independents  to  voluntarily 
halt  cash  games  and  giveaways  that  proved 
abortive  when  Warner-Saxe  chain  refused 
to  participate,  was  a plan  to  offer  bigger 
giveaways  than  ever,  in  connection  with 
Bingo  and  similar  games  to  combat  church 
and  lodge  Bingo  competition. 

Bingo  Legalization  Bill 
In  Connecticut  Hopper 

Hartford — A bill  to  legalize  Bingo  opera- 
tiens  for  educational,  civic,  charitable  and 
religious  groups,  filed  in  the  Connecticut 
legislature  has  led  to  expre-ssions  by  sev- 
eral exhibitors  here  that  Bank  Night  co- 
operation with  operators  might  well  result 
in  obtaining  legalization  of  the  game  for 
theatres  as  well,  should  the  present  bill 
be  passed. 


Diminish  in  Montreal 

Montreal  — Discontinuance  by  several 
clergymen  of  Bingo  in  their  parishes  may 


Arkansas  Would  Again 
Bar  Cash  Games 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — A bill  hns  been 
introduced  in  the  legislature  here  which 
would  repeal  the  Bank  Night  act  of 
1937,  an  act  which  legalized  cash  give- 
aways. 


be  a cue  to  further  action  in  that  direc- 
tion. Police,  while  classing  the  game  “il- 
legal” have  nonetheless  been  tolerating  it. 

Bank  Night  Has  Adverse 
Ruling  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — A test  case  instituted  to  dis- 
prove allegations  of  the  district  attorney 
that  Bank  Night  violated  anti-lottery  laws 
of  Massachusetts  went  adversely  for  the 
game  interests  at  an  early  hearing  in  Mid- 
dleboro  district  court.  Further  litigation 
will  be  carried  on  during  the  February 
session  of  superior  court. 


Injunction  Is  Sought 

Lacrosse,  Wis. — An  injunction  that 
would  halt  Bank  Night  is  sought  by  the 
state  attorney  general’s  office  here  against 
the  Lacrosse  Theatres  Co.  An  early  pre- 
liminary hearing  is  scheduled. 


Ask  Particulars  in  Suit 
Over  a Short  Subject 

Charlotte — Petition  is  filed  in  federal 
court  here  in  the  case  of  LeGette  Blythe 
against  M-G-M  and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  which 
the  defendants  asked  that  the  plaintiff  be 
required  to  furnish  a bill  of  par  iculars 
in  his  suit  for  not  less  than  $250,000 
damages  against  the  defendants. 

The  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  defendants 
in  their  .short  motion  picture,  “The  Bravest 
of  the  Brave,”  used  material  from  his 
book,  “Marshall  Ney:  A Dual  Life,”  with- 
out authority  to  do  so. 

It  is  indicated  that  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  will  accept  the  demand  for  a bill 
of  particulars  and  furnish  desired  informa- 
tion to  the  defendants  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 


Aid  Paralysis  Fund 

Ashburn,  Ga. — Mrs.  Berma  Jones,  man- 
ager of  the  Ideal  Tlreatre,  announces  that 
proceeds  from  the  showing  of  “Hold  That 
Coed”  on  January  25  and  26  will  go  to 
help  raise  Turner  county’s  share  in  the 
Roosevelt  birthday  parties  celebrations  for 
fighting  infantile  paralysis.  Tickets  were 
sold  throughout  the  cmmty. 


20th-Fox  Assigns  Two 

Hollywood — Philip  Dunne  and  Julien 
Josephson  have  finished  the  script  for 
“Stanley  and  Livingstine”  at  20th-Fox. 
Production  has  started. 


Taking  "Monopoly" 
Snit  Depositions 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

be  cancelled  out  upon  payment  of  50  per 
cent,  or  less,  of  the  license  fee.  This  privi- 
lege of  cancellation  is  allowed  to  be  re- 
tained for  many  months  before  being  ex- 
ercised, it  is  further  claimed. 

Twenty-seven  of  the  32  theatres  in 
Greater  Miami  are  controlled  by  "Wometco 
and  Paramount  with  the  former  circuit  in- 
cluding 14  houses  and  the  latter  13.  Be- 
sides the  two  independent  theatres,  de- 
fendants in  this  suit,  other  independent 
theatres  are  Aaron  Courshon’s  Parkway, 
the  Cunningham, -owned  Edison,  and  the 
Loew-owned  Drive-In. 

Three  independent  theatres  have  been 
obliged  to  sell  out  to  one  or  the  other  of 
the  existing  circuits  during  the  past  year, 
it  is  maintained.  The  houses  named  are 
the  Cinema  Theatre,  taken  over  by  Para- 
mount from  the  Morris  Brothers  last  sum- 
mer; and  the  more  recently  acquired 
Miami  Theatre  and  former  Seventh  Ave- 
nue, renamed  the  Strand,  now  under  the 
"Wometco  banner. 

Further  allegations  claim  that  a higher 
admission  charge  prevails  than  would  exist 
if  free  competition  were  allowed;  that 
the  “Big  Eight”  shai’es  advertising  costs 
for  the  two  defendant  local  circuits,  but 
extends  no  such  cooperation  to  the  de- 
fendants or  other  independent  houses; 
and  that  reductions  in  film  rentals  are 
allowed  allied  local  producers  in  cases 
where  exhibition  of  films  has  been  below 
expectations — reductions  not  allowed  to 
plaintiffs  or  other  independent  exhibitors. 

Practices,  demands,  contracts,  arrange- 
ments and  agreements  of  the  defendants 
are,  the  suit  alleges,  contrary  to  and  in 
violation  of  provisions  of  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  law  and  the  Clayton  act. 

Gibson  and  I.  Silverman,  Brooklyn,  act- 
ing with  him  for  the  plaintiffs,  formally 
designated  as  the  Washington  and  the 
Garden  Operating  companies  (Each  of 
which  has  as  its  president  Herman  Wein- 
garten)  ask  a perpetual  injunction  against 
existing  practices  of  the  defendants,  also 
that  plaintiffs  be  permitted  to  amend 
complaint  to  show  additional  damages  in- 
curred prior  to  final  determination  of  this 
suit. 


Contract  for  Dilworth  at 
Greenville.  S.  C..  Let 

Charlotte — Contract  for  the  new  Dil- 
worth Theatre  to  be  erected  for  the  Caro- 
lina Theatres,  Inc.,  has  been  awarded  to 
the  Morris-McKoy  Bldg.  Co.  of  Green- 
ville, S.  C.,  according  to  H.  F.  Kincey, 
head  of  the  theatre  company. 

The  building  to  be  erected  at  South 
Blvd.  and  Park  Ave.  and  to  be  completed 
in  June  will  be  of  brick  stucco  finish  and 
will  seat  525  persons. 


RKO  Renews  Jason 

Hollywood — Leigh  Jason  has  been  given 
a new  directorial  pact  at  RKO. 
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GENERAL  REGISTER 


greets  1939  with  the  most  complete 


range  of  ticket  registers  ever  offered  exhibitors  — one  of  which  is  designed  to 


meet  YOUR  cash  control 

3 Unit  "Gold  Seal" 


requirements. 


3 Unit  "Automaticket" 

1.  Individual  unit  construction. 

2.  Issues  from  1 to  5 tickets. 

3.  All  units  can  be  operated  at  once. 

4.  Unit  locking:  device — tlioug:h  one  unit  is  locked 
it  does  not  impair  the  use  of  other  units. 

5.  Unit  Testing:  device  allows  testing:  and  cleaning: 
of  knife  and  general  checking:  of  the  macliine 
without  issuing:  tickets  or  running:  up  the 
register. 

(>.  I.ast  ticket  device  prevents  running:  up  of 
counters  after  last  ticket  has  been  Issued. 

7.  Stainless  steel  top  plate. 


3 Unit  "Gold  Seal" 

The  Gold  Seal  is  so  popular  that  it  is  used  in  in- 
dustrial installations  as  well  as  in  many  of  the 
leading-  theatres  throughout  the  world. 

1.  Solid  brass  top  plate. 

2.  Multiple  knife  action  cuts  tickets  clean. 

3.  Unit  locks. 

4.  Each  unit  equipped  with  anti-spin  control  to 
prevent  over  issuance  of  tickets. 

5.  Reset  lever  aids  in  correcting  errors  and  sets 
all  keys  in  neutral  position. 

(!.  Issues  from  1 to  a tickets. 


3 Unit  "Automaticket" 


^ ^ ^ ^ Star  Features  Incorporated  !n 

3 Unit  * Self  Drive  -XKnives  are  seU-sharpening  — but  -when 

Automaticket"  necessar-y  can  be  rapidl-y  and  easil-y  re- 

placed. 

•KNon-reversible — tamperproof  counters  make 
for  an  absolute  check. 

■kCases  of  heavy  gauge  — crinkle  finished 
cold  rolled  steel  make  the  machine  a rust- 
proof— safelike  container  for  tickets. 

-♦fAll  machines  available  in  sizes  of  1 to  G 
units. 

All  machines  guaranteed  for  1 year. 


ALL  General  Registers 

3 Unit  Model  "H" 


3 Unit  "Self  Drive  Automaticket" 

Positively  the  lowest  priced  QUAUITY  manuall.v 

operated  ticket  register  on  the  market  today. 

Especially  designed  for  theatres  of  small  seating 

capacity. 

1.  Stainless  Steel  Top  Plate. 

2.  Issues  single  tickets  after  a velvet-like  touch 
on  one  of  the  positive-drive  buttons. 

3.  I.arge,  colorful,  easil.v  identified  buttons  elimi- 
nate costly  errors. 

4.  Unit  locks  prevent  selling  of  incorrect  tickets. 

5.  Tightness  in  weight  makes  the  machine  ex- 
tremely portable  for  insertion  and  removal  from 
the  Box  Office  morning  and  night. 


3 Unit  Model  "H" 

Tile  ii)aniiall.v  operated  ticket  register  designed 
especially  for  theatres  of  moderate  seating  ca- 
pacity. 

1.  Issues  1 to  5 tickets. 

2.  One  piece  stainless  steel  toi)  plate. 

3.  Uatest  design  hinged  door. 

4.  Unit  construction. 

Those  who  use  Model  "H's”  swear  BY  them,  not 
AT  them. 

Available  at  small  extra  charges — 1.  Twin  Motors  on  the  Automaticket.  2.  Cash  Trays — all  sizes — for  all  ma- 
chines except  Model  "H."  3.  Oversized  magazines  of  ten  thousand  ticket  capacity  for  all  machines.  Other 

extra  accessories  obtainable  for  small  extra  charges. 

For  further  information  we  refer  you  to  our  AUTHORIZED  dealer  in  your  territory  or 

GENERAL  REGISTER  CORPORATION 

1540  BROADWAY  — NEW  YORK 

1018  South  Wabash  Ave.  CHICAGO  280  Golden  Gate  Ave.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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Clearance  Complaint  Before 
Richey  and  Colonel  Cole 


Dallas — There  was  unprecedented  ac- 
tivity in  the  Allied  office  when  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  newly-elected  national  president  of 
Allied,  arrived  with  H.  M.  Richey,  exhibi- 
tor contact  for  RKO.  They  were  work- 
ing on  a grievance  of  B.  R.  McLendon, 
operating  the  Ritz  in  Atlanta,  Tex.,  who 
claimed  RKO  had  pulled  a pictui'e  from 
his  house  to  cooperate  with  circuit  pro- 
tection demands. 

Cole,  acting  for  McLendon,  made  no 
bones  of  the  issue.  He  said  RKO  had 
pulled  the  picture  and  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  protection  of  Texarkana  over 
Atlanta  (a  distance  of  about  30  miles), 
with  Saenger  operating  in  Texarkana. 

Richey  acknowledged  the  complaint  and 
said  he  was  here  to  iron  out  the  situa- 
tion. He  left  Wednesday  night  for  New 
Orleans,  Saenger  headquarters,  and  ex- 
pected to  return  Friday. 

Cole  said  he  was  commandeered  into 
the  National  Allied  leadership.  “I  didn’t 
want  it,  wasn’t  looking  for  it — it  takes 
too  much  time,  and  besides  you  can’t 
travel  on  nothing.” 

Cole  said  he  would  maintain  headquar- 
ters in  his  local  office  and  that  he  would 
be  here  the  rest  of  the  week. 

“I  can  probably  do  a better  job  for 
Texas  exhibitors,  with  their  help,  as  Na- 
tional Allied  president,”  Cole  answered 


Three  Features  and  a 
Dish  Not  Enough 

Dallas — Former  Texan,  Lester  DoUi- 
son,  has  been  having  fun  among  his 
many  friends,  telling  about  his  "shot- 
gun" house  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  but  be- 
coming serious  when  he  says  he  soon 
will  be  back  in  the  Lone  Star  state. 
Lester  said  he  plays  three  features  and 
offers  one  dish,  but  the  patrons  want 
two  dishes.  He  is  on  a visit  south  with 
his  family  and  plans  to  operate  an- 
other theatre  in  Texas  soon. 


when  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  say  to 
exhibitors  in  his  state. 

Before  joining  RKO  as  exhibitor  con- 
tact, Richey  was  business  manager  for 
Michigan  Allied.  He  is  also  a former 
director  of  National  Allied.  In  Dallas  he 
talked  with  Rubin  Frels  of  Victoria  and 
Ted  Lewis  of  Texarkana,  among  others. 
This  was  his  first  visit  here  in  five  years. 


Pact  to  McLaglen 

Hollywood — Victor  McLaglen  has  signed 
a one-picture  deal  with  RKO.  He  has  a 
top  role  in  RKO’s  “Gunga  Din.” 


^HE  Panhandle  got  its  long  overdue  rain 

and  plenty  of  it,  according  to  Jack 
Hurst  of  Hale  Center,  who  was  visiting 
around  Tuesday  with  Ben  C.  Ray  of 
Petersburg.  With  them  was  son,  George 
Ray,  who  is  seeking  a place  as  projec- 
tionist. There  are  two  or  three  Ray  boys 
in  the  family,  all  of  whom  are  operators 
and  with  but  one  show  at  Petersburg 
George  is  available  for  some  show  else- 
where. 

Alfred  Sack  has  been  in  Atlanta,  speed- 
ing up  operations  of  the  Sack  branch 
there. 

Julius  Gordon,  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
official,  and  Executive  Clifford  Porter, 
have  been  at  the  circuit’s  booking  office 
in  Dallas  the  past  few  days. 

Senors  Rafael  Calderon  of  El  Paso  and 
J.  J.  Jimenez,  San  Antonio,  were  recent 
Dallas  visitors  in  connection  with  dis- 
tribution of  all  Spanish  films  in  Texas. 
While  in  town  they  conferred  with  Robb 
& Rowley  and  others. 

John  Fi’anconi,  Monogram  partner,  has 
been  on  the  sick  list  from  a throat  dis- 
order, but  is  back  on  the  selling  end  after 
making  a nice  recovery. 

Lloyd  Rust,  Republic  manager,  went  to 
south  Texas  on  business  for  his  exchange. 

Visiting  exhibitors,  who  through  the 
years  have  frequented  the  Harwood-Jack- 
( Continued  on  page  72) 
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piLM  folk,  visiting  and  local,  continue 

to  loom  large  on  the  colorful  panorama 
of  Hialeah  Park.  With  Nicholas  Schenck 
in  his  box  Friday  were  M-G-M’s  E.  J. 
Mannix  and  Toni  LaNier,  who  were  also 
among  guests  at  the  luncheon  which  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schenck  gave  Saturday  on  the 
club  house  terrace.  Other  guests  included 
Mrs.  Sailing  Baruch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
(Loew’s,  Inc.)  Rubin,  and  the  Honorable 
Edmund  W.  Wakelee.  With  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Lynch  in  her  box  were  her  father,  Gus 
Dodd  of  Atlanta,  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  W. 
C.  Scatterthwaite  . . . Add  to  names  of  top 
men  of  the  industry  down  here  toasting 
under  the  Miami  sun  that  of  Jack  Cohn, 
Columbia  Pictures  president,  and  Colonel 
Fredrick  L.  Levy  of  Louisville,  where  he  is 
president  of  several  major  enterprises  be- 
sides being  the  owner  of  several  theatres 
in  the  East  and  in  California. 

There  is  in  Miami  at  least  one  man  who 
has  good  reason  to  he  sorry  he  didn’t  lis- 
ten to  his  wife.  That  man’s  Charles  Ward, 
amusement  editor  of  the  Miami  Herald. 
When  Charlie  showed  her  the  list  he  was 
sending  in  to  the  national  poll  for  ten 
best  movies  of  the  year,  she  gave  him  a 
quick  vote  of  confidence  on  all  of  his 
choices  but  one.  Wouldn’t  he  please  sub- 
stitute “The  Citadel’’  for  “Sing,  You  Sin- 
ners,” she  urged.  But  Charlie  wouldn’t. 
If  he  had,  there  would  have  been  two  film 
critics  in  the  United  States  to  have  turned 
in  perfect  scores  instead  of  one!  Charlie 
would  have  been  that  second  man. 

Nick  Kenny  is  going  such  great  guns  on 
his  “Cavalcade  of  Stars,”  scheduled  as  a 
midnight  benefit  for  Tuesday,  January  28, 
that  he’s  had  to  announce  a change  of 
location  from  the  Sameo  to  the  larger  Bis- 
cayne  Plaza,  at  the  south  end  of  Wash- 
ington avenue  on  the  beach.  He  has 
corralled,  he  announces,  no  less  than  50 
stars  of  the  stage,  screen  and  radio.  Among 
his  definitely  promised  attractions  are 
Hildegarde,  who  really  warbles  in  a new 
and  delightfully  different  way  at  the 
newly  opened  Palm  Island  Club,  Ramon 
and  Renita,  Paula  Stone,  Ted  Lewis  and 
Harry  Richman,  and  he’s  pretty  likely  to 
have  verification,  by  the  time  this  goes 
into  type,  from  Eddie  Cantor,  Paul  White- 
man  and  Dwight  Fiske. 

Front  page  personalities  who  dashed  in 
and  out  of  Miami  during  the  past  week 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Chapman 
(Gladys  Swarthout),  and  Nat  Gonella, 
British  dance  band  leader  and  top  trum- 
pet tooter,  and  his  English-Chinese  Brit- 
ish film  star  wife,  Syrella  Moya.  Comment- 
ing upon  her  picture  appearances.  Miss 
Swarthout  said  it  was  not  her  having 
sung  in  opera  or  on  the  concert  stage  or 
over  the  radio  that  people  every  where 
talked  to  her.  It  was  about  her  having 
been  a part  of  the  pageant  of  Hollywood. 

Patrons  of  Wometco  houses  continue  to 
“write  ads”  in  which  they  literally  sing 
paeons  of  praise  for  the  houses  of  this 
chain  in  the  monthly  contest  for  best 
weekly  letters  sent  in  to  the  Cheers  and 
Jeers  page  of  their  program.  Messers  Wolf- 
son,  Meyer  et  al.  don’t  even  get  pink 


around  the  ears  any  more  even  over  such 
letters  as  this: 

“I’ve  toured  from  coast  to  coast,  and  have 
never  found  such  comfortable,  attractive,  modern 
theatres  at  such  popular  prices.  So,  if  you’re 
too  modest,  we  tourists  will  have  to  do  your 
boasting’  for  you.  We’ll  tell  the  world  a list  of 
Wometco  theatres  is  anybody’s  guide  book  to 
genuine  relaxation,  change  of  scene  and  enjoy- 
ment.’’ 

Effusive  as  that  may  sound,  visiting 
theatre  men  who  have  made  the  rounds  in 
Miami  know  that  it’s  not  particularly  an 
exaggerated  statement. 

Meeting  this  week  at  the  Everglades 
Hotel,  the  executive  council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Musicians  is  continuing 
such  routine  business  as  appeals  and 
claims.  Further  discussion  of  the  matter 
of  relief  via  a boxoffice  levy  for  mu- 
sicians thrown  out  of  work  by  use  of 
canned  music  by  theatres  will  be  taken  up 
at  the  council  session  scheduled  for  April 
11  in  New  York,  Fred  Birnbach,  secretary 
of  the  council,  said. 


Finish  Renovations 

Atlanta — The  Rialto  Theatre  has  been 
completely  renovated.  Improvements  in- 
clude new  folding  seats,  and  a new  box- 
office,  situated  on  the  corner  of  Luckie 
and  Forsyth  Sts.,  accessible  from  either 
street.  W.  T.  Murray  is  manager. 


Film  lor  Students 

Atlanta — The  activities  of  youth  in  Nazi 
Germany  is  the  subject  of  a film  to  be 
shown  at  Emory  University.  Julien  Bryan, 
world  traveler,  took  the  films  and  is  nar- 
rator. 


A T IIL  A MT  A 

B.  WILBY  has  returned  with  his  fam- 
ily from  a holiday  cruise  to  South  Amer- 
ica. . . . Sack  Enterprises  screened  “Bronze 
Buckaroo”  and  won  approval  from  those 
who  viewed  the  film. 

Fred  Mathis  of  Monogram- Southern 
just  completed  a swing  around  the  terri- 
tory. John  W.  Mangham,  president,  is 
on  a trip  to  Memphis,  Nashville  and  New 
Orleans. 

Bill  Karrh  of  Swainsboro  was  a Row 
visiter,  following  an  extended  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

J.  U.  McCormick  of  Amity  Exchange 
has  returned  to  his  desk  after  a vacation 
trip.  He  reports  the  recent  showing  at 
the  Avondale  Theatre  of  “Wages  of  Sin” 
broke  records  at  the  house,  running  a 
week. 

John  Jenkins  of  Popkin  Distributing  is 
on  a trip  to  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  West 
Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina. 

An  interesting  visitor  along  the  Row  was 
Leon  H.  Robins  of  Gainesville.  Robins  not 
only  operates  the  Lincoln  Theatre,  colored 
house,  but  also  is  a lawyer  and  a band 
leader. 


RKO  Pacts  Penner 

Hollywood — A term  acting  contract  has 
been  signed  by  Joe  Penner,  the  radio  co- 
median, at  RKO. 
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"Pass  the  Passes,  Please,  ” Say 
Showmen  of  "Standee” Bill 


Oklahoma  City — Termed  by  the  trade 
and  the  press  as  a “Pass  Getter,”  a bill 
has  been  introduced  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture here  prohibiting  the  sale  of  tickets 
after  all  seats  have  been  filled.  Penalty 
ranges  from  $100  to  $500  in  the  measure 
presented  in  the  senate  by  Nat  Taylor  of 
Strong  City. 

The  Oklahoma  City  Times  jumped  on 
the  proposal  in  the  following  language: 

“Pass  the  Theatre  Passes,  Please” 

"Legislators  are  no  more  entitled  to  re- 
ceive free  tickets  to  the  theatres  than  the 
theatre  men  are  entitled  to  receive  exemp- 
tion from  the  state  income  tax  or  the 
automobile  driver’s  license  fee.  Yet,  some 
sort  of  bill  aimed  at  putting  the  screws 
on  the  theatres — to  frighten  them  into 
giving  free  passes  to  the  lawmakers — hits 
the  legislative  deck  of  every  general  as- 
sembly with  as  much  regularity  as  Little 
Orphan  Annie  smarts  her  way  out  of  one 
harrowing  episode  into  another. 

“Tliis  time  it  is  Senator  Nat  Taylor  of 
Strong  City  who  offers  a measure  pro- 
viding a fine  of  $100  to  $500  when  a the- 
atre sells  tickets  after  all  seats  are  filled. 
The  ostensible  purpose  of  the  bill  is  to 
prevent  the  theatre  from  compelling  a cash 
customer  to  stand  up  for  a few  minutes 
after  he  has  paid  for  a seat.  It  is  about 


MOVED 

TO 

20fli  JACKSON  ST. 

across  the  hall  from  Allied  and 
over  Republic  Exchange. 


PAY  US  A VISIT 
SEE  OUR  DISPLAYS 

SCENIC 
COMPANY 

DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


as  sensible  as  a law  requiring  a city  bus 
and  street  car  to  close  the  doors  and  quit 
making  corner  stops  after  all  seats  are 
taken;  or  a law  forbidding  the  growing  of 
cotton  this  year  when  there  is  enough 
cotton  in  warehouses  now  to  last  the  world 
nearly  two  years;  or  a law  prohibiting  par- 
ents from  bringing  more  children  into  the 
world  after  all  seats  at  the  family  table 
are  filled.” 

Other  bills  are  expected  before  the  ses- 
sion is  over.  However  the  introduction  of 
this  measure  and  its  reception  by  the  press 
of  the  state  may  deter  any  of  these  “pass 
the  passes”  bills. 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  78) 
son  corner  either  for  a snack,  beverage, 
or  just  to  talk,  would  not  know  the  old 
corner  today.  It  is  certainly  being  worked 
over  for  National  Theatre  Supply’s  new 
store  to  move  in  some  time  in  February. 

M.  A.  Sanders  and  his  utility  man,  Glenn 
Fannin,  were  on  the  Row  from  Lubbock, 
and  among  other  things  were  buying  new 
equipmejit  for  Sanders  new  show  at  Pecos 
to  open  soon. 

Henry  Sorenson,  the  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  man,  this  week  presented 
his  attractive  daughter  with  a new  car. 

Forrest  Dunlap,  American  Desk  Manu- 
facturing sales  manager,  left  for  Kansas 
City  to  visit  the  new  sales  office  the  com- 
pany opened  there  recently  with  Frank 
Bowen  in  charge. 

H.  B.  Robb  and  E.  H.  Rowley  have  been 
on  one  of  their  periodical  trade  trips  to 
New  York. 

Buddy  Harris  of  Tad,  L.  C.  Baxley,  pre- 
mium distributor,  and  Burt  King  are  snug 
in  their  new  joint  offices.  300 V2  S.  Har- 
wood. Their  lualls  are  a modern  day  art 
gallery,  mostly  of  Buddy's  collection. 

Sentiment  entered  the  routine  at  the 
Allied  office  this  week.  Tlrrough  thought- 
fulness of  Ted  Lewis  of  Texarkana,  a 
dozen  roses  were  placed  on  the  desk  of 
H.  A.  Cole,  who  arrived  Wednesday  after 
being  elected  president  of  Allied  States 
Ass’n. 

Cresson  E.  Smith,  western  sales  man- 
ager for  RKO,  was  through  Dallas  Wed- 
nesday, expecting  to  be  in  New  Orleans 
Thursday  before  returning  to  New  York. 

News  was  received  Wednesday  that  W. 
M.  (Billy)  Morrow,  formerly  connected 
with  the  Texas  at  Iraan,  has  taken  over 
the  Rio  at  Dimmitt,  effective  February  4. 
Bookings  for  Dimmitt  will  be  handled  by 
Forrest  White  of  Index  Booking  Service, 
it  was  learned. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 


OKILA.  ClinirY 

^HE  famous  “Birth  of  a Baby”  film  has 

been  .set  for  an  early  showing  at  the 
Midwest  Tlieatre  here  . . . Jack  Conroy, 
player  in  Universal’s  “Newsboys  Home” 
visiting  his  parents  at  Sand  Springs,  Okla. 
. . . Five  thousand  state  garden  club  mem- 
bers have  declared  war  on  100,000  high- 
way billboards  with  the  state  officers  re- 
questing each  club  to  contact  its  legisla- 
tors to  seek  passage  of  a bill  prohibiting 
billboards  in  the  current  session  of  the 
state  legislature.  Theatres  in  the  state 
are  heavy  users  of  billboards  and  roadside 
signs,  particularly  around  the  hamlets  . . . 
Johnny  Wisdom  holding  a benefit  show  at 
the  Dixie  in  Holden ville,  a spool  of  thread 
serving  as  admission.  The  thread  went 
to  the  Hughes  county  sewing  room  which 
needed  it  badly  . . . The  Tulsa  Tribune 
has  begun  its  1939  “King  and  Queen  of 
the  Movies”  poll  on  favorite  actors  and 
actresses. 

J.  C.  “Blubber”  Smith  resigned  from 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  staff  to  work  on 
a new  theatre  being  constructed  at  Still- 
water . . . Cecil  Davis,  Yukon  theatre  own- 
er, building  a new  house  at  Waurika, 
Okla.  . . . We  are  informed  that  C.  C. 
Lyles,  former  owner  of  the  Gem  Theatre 
here,  is  getting  set  to  build  a new  house 
in  the  800-900  block  on  North  Broadway 
. . . Dick  Dyer’s  blessed  event  has  ma- 
terialized; it’s  a seven-pound  baby  boy 
labeled  Thomas  Dick  . . . Autographed  pic- 
tures of  Mickey  Rooney  have  been  dis- 
tributed by  local  members  of  the  MPTOA 
to  the  Oklahoma  City  bands  which  met  the 
young  actor  at  the  railway  station  here 
during  the  MPTOA  convention  last  No- 
vember . . . H.  E.  Sullivan,  Newkirk  the- 
atre owner,  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Newkirk  Business  Men’s  Ass’n  for  1939. 

In  true  Hollywood  style — with  personal 
appearances  by  the  principals — Lawton  will 
see  the  world  premiere  of  WPA’s  new 
natural  color  pictures,  “Keeping  Vacation 
Dollars  in  Oklahoma,”  and  “Pulling  Okla- 
homa Out  of  the  Mud.”  Mayor  Dick  Jones 
of  Lawton  to  preside  at  the  premiere  and 
Ron  Stephens,  state  administrator  with 
others,  stars  of  the  films,  to  be  on  hand. 

Turner  Morrisett,  Claremore  theatre 
manager,  had  ideas  of  his  own  about  pic- 
ture promotion.  He  has  announced  a 
“Jesse  James  Gang”  to  function  until  the 
picture  “Jesse  James”  is  shown  at  Clare- 
more.  Gang  members  will  be  given  a 
badge  admitting  them  to  the  theatre  any- 
time from  the  date  they  join  the  club 
until  the  picture  run  is  finished.  But 
they  must  agree  not  to  shave  or  cut  their 
hair  until  the  preview  lohen  the  gang  will 
be  presented  on  the  stage  February  10. 
The  member  with  the  best  beard  will  be 
given  a free  shave  on  the  stage  and  re- 
ceive a safety  razor  as  a prize. 

Duncan,  Okla.,  police  are  holding  a 21- 
year-old  youth  and  his  companion,  25,  who 
said  he  was  “led  to  a life  of  crime”  by 
seeing  gangster  films.  Chief  of  Police 
Jim  Skelton  said  the  two  were  arrested 
with  12  loaded  shotguns,  rifles  and  pistols 
in  their  possession.  Tlie  police  chief  said 
the  25-year  old  man  “talks  in  gangster 
dialect.” 
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"gODY  and  Soul,”  a nudist  film  which 
recently  had  a run  at  the  Strand  (very 
much  revised) , was  stopped  at  the  Ace 
Theatre  (exclusively  for  Negroes),  on  the 
grounds  of  indecency.  The  manager, 
Joseph  D.  Starr,  was  detained  by  the 
police  and  the  film  impounded.  The  print 
is  the  property  of  a white  exhibitor  in 
Monroe,  La. 

Sherman  Worstell,  one  of  the  newsreel 
men  in  the  taking  of  films  of  the  bombing 
of  the  U.  S.  gunboat,  Panay  by  the 
Japanese,  spent  a few  days  in  New  Or- 
leans last  week  en  route  back  to  China. 
He  was  entertained  by  the  several  ex- 
changes . . . Mrs.  Ella  Prendiville  has  been 
awarded  a judgment  of  $5,000  against  the 
Sun  Indemnity  Co.  of  New  York  for  the 
death  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mollie  Prendi- 
ville, 74,  who  allegedly  died  from  a fall  on 
a stairway  in  the  Gaiety  Theatre  here  two 
years  ago.  The  suit  was  originally  for 
$15,000. 

The  Iberville  Amusement  Co.,  controlled 
by  Tom  Bailey  and  Milton  Starr  have  re- 
ceived a building  permit  for  a neighbor- 
hood theatre  at  1807  LaSalle  St.,  in  a 
thickly  settled  colored  section  of  the  city, 
to  cost  $21,000  with  a seating  capacity  of 
552.  The  structure  will  be  frame.  Wil- 
liam Wallace  is  the  contractor.  When  com- 
pleted this  will  give  New  Orleans  seven 
theatres  devoted  to  colored  . . . Mrs.  P.  I. 
Williams  has  been  re-elected  president  of 
the  New  Orleans  Better  Films  Chapter. 
The  organization  has  spent  $1,500  on  free 
motion  pictures  for  children  during  the 
past  year.  Archbishop  Rummel  was 
elected  honorary  president. 

Frank  Jalenko,  salesman  for  M-G-M, 
has  been  transferred  to  Philadelphia  to 
show  the  boys  in  that  exchange  how  to 
sell  films.  He  was  entertained  on  the  Row 
before  he  departed  north  . . . Noll  Smith, 
a fixture  at  the  Saenger,  has  resigned,  suc- 
ceeded by  Frank  Ward-Steinman.  Frank 
was  warmly  welcomed  by  the  "force.” 

Ed  Doize,  doorman  at  the  Carrolton 
Theatre  could  give  lessons  to  the  most 
courteous  theatre  men.  When  patrons 
arrive  late  he  saves  them  the  inconveni- 
ence of  standing  in  the  rear  of  the  house 
until  the  feature  is  over.  “You  had  better 
come  back  in  a few  minutes,”  he  advises. 
They  thank  him,  go  out  for  a soft  drink 
or  a cup  of  coffee  and  return  later. 

Jack  Lament,  southern  district  manager 
for  Grand  National,  was  in  the  city  for 
several  days  installing  R.  A.  (Bob)  Kelly 
as  branch  manager,  succeeding  Cleve 
Adams  who  was  transferred  to  the  Mil- 
waukee branch  as  manager.  Kelly  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  exhibitors  in  this  ter- 
ritory, having  been  associated  with  sev- 
eral of  the  major  and  independent  com- 
panies here  for  a number  of  years.  Mrs. 
Mary  DiMarco  has  been  advanced  to  the 
booking  desk. 


Scripts  "Iron  Mask" 
Hollywood  — Melville  Baker  scripted 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,”  which  James 
Whale  directs  for  Ed  Small,  UA  producer. 


Many  Civic  Leaders  at 
Techwood  Opening 

Atlanta — City  officials  and  prominent 
citizens  attended  the  opening  of  the  new 
Techwood  Theatre,  situated  in  Techwood 
Homes,  the  federal  government’s  low-cost 
housing  project  here. 

Short  talks  were  made  by  Dr.  M.  L. 
Brittain,  president  of  Georgia  Tech,  whose 
campus  adjoins  Techwood  Homes;  George 
Griffith,  assistant  dean  of  men  at  Tech, 
and  Steve  Manderson,  manager  of  the 
theatre,  who  was  formerly  associated  with 
the  Palace  Theatre. 

The  Techwood  will  be  operated  by  the 
Lanier  Developing  Co.  of  which  Collett 
Munger  is  president. 

The  house  has  an  ultra-modern  front, 
and  contains  the  latest  in  seats,  projec- 
tion equipment,  sound  and  indirect  light- 
ing. 


S A W T O)  M HE 

JACK  H.  ADAMS  JR.  of  the  Adams  Film 

Exchanges,  Dallas,  is  back  in  this  terri- 
tory and  working  out  of  the  Latin-Ameri- 
can  office  on  Soledad  St.  . . . Rubin  Frels, 
Victoria  exhibitor,  and  Walter  Knoche, 
Fredericksburg  theatreman,  were  recent 
callers  here  at  the  picture  exchanges  . . . 
J.  J.  Jimenez  sr.  of  Azrteca  here  and  his 
boss,  Rafael  Calderon,  distributor  and  ex- 
hibitor of  El  Paso  and  Mexico  City,  at- 
tended the  Variety  Club  blowout  in  Dallas 
recently. 

Our  Laredo  news  scout  reports  that  Buck 
Jones,  western  film  star,  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  Maxine,  were  in  the  border  city 
last  week  en  route  to  Monterrey  on  a trip 
that  will  take  them  along  the  Pan-Ameri- 
can Highway  to  Mexico  City.  From  the 
capital  city  of  the  Mexican  republic  they 
will  visit  the  principal  toivns  and  states 
of  the  Latin  country.  The  Jones  expect 
to  be  in  Mexico  about  four  weeks  before 
returning  to  their  Hollywood  home  . . . 
The  initial  stage  show  of  the  new  year 
at  the  Majestic  Theatre  was  Dave  Apollon's 
"Varieties  of  1939.”  Feature  on  the  screen 
was  "Thanks  for  Everything ,”  a 2Qth-Fox 
release.  This  combination  broke  a record 
for  the  ace  Interstate  house  here. 

Mary  Louise  Walliser,  motion  picture 
critic  for  the  San  Antonio  Evening  News, 
has  chosen  the  following  as,  her  “10  Best” 
of  1938:  “Boys  Town,”  “Marie  Antoinette,” 
“In  Old  Chicago,”  “If  I Were  King,”  “Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  “Mad  About 
Music,”  “Hurricane,”  “Adventures  of  Rob- 
in Hood,”  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
and  “Four  Daughters.” 

Due  to  popular  demand,  the  Empire 
Theatre  held  over  Monogram’s  "Gangster’s 
Boy”  an  extra  day.  The  four-day  run 
registered  nicely  at  the  boxoffice. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1913%  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


TIEWWIES^IEIE 

^HE  Palace  Theatre,  Newbern,  destroyed 

by  fire  on  December  26,  reopened  with 
new  interior  decorations,  new  furnishings 
and  fixtures,  on  January  21.  It  opened 
with  a new  manager,  V.  D.  Bridges  of 
Memphis,  and  with  a new  projectionist, 
Frank  Warmath  of  Martin. 

The  Bijou,  Knoxville,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Knoxville  Journal,  came  up  with 
a clever  bit  of  publicity  for  "You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You.”  Scenes  from  the  pic- 
ture were  staged  with  local  actors  and  pic- 
tures of  four  scenes  were  published  in  the 
Journal.  Cash  prizes  of  $7.50,  $5.00  and 
$2.50  ivere  offered  to  those  who  could 
identify  the  actors  in  the  sketches.  Actors 
ivere  drawn  from  local  dramatic  clubs  and 
much  interest  was  taken  in  staging  the 
scenes.  An  essay  on  "You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You”  was  required. 

The  American  Tlieatre,  Chattanooga, 
has  set  aside  January  25  for  a refugee 
benefit  program  which  will  be  sponsored 
by  the  local  branch  of  the  International 
Workers  Order.  “The  Beethoven  Concerto” 
has  been  substituted  for  the  film,  “If  War 
Comes  Tomorrow,”  as  originally  planned. 

Headquarters  offices  of  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Nashville,  have  been  moved  from 
2141/2  Fifth  Ave.  North  to  a newly  remod- 
eled, ground-floor  location  on  Sixth  Ave. 
North.  From  these  offices  are  managed 
the  Crescent  chain  of  more  than  100  mid- 
dle Tennessee  film  theatres.  These  have 
been  increased  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three 
a week  in  recent  months.  Tony  Sudekum 
is  president  and  general  manager. 


RECORD  OPPORTUNITY  OFFER 

Help  Uncle  Sam  Keep 
Your  Records  Clear 

No  Exhibitor  Should  be  Without  One 

Get  Yours  Now  for  1939  and 
Start  the  New  Year  RIGHT! 

THE  MONARCH  THEATRE  RECORD 
LEDGER  is  idecd!  for  the  Exhibitor  de- 
sirous of  keeping  accurate  records  of 
operations.  This  STREAMLINED  Mod- 
ernistic Book  has  the  latest  Pressboard 
Covers,  bound  in  'Red  Plastic  and  with 
more  than  50  pages  of  high  grade  led- 
ger paper  for  each  week  of  the  year. 
It  briefly  and  conclusively  gives  you  all 
Expenses,  Receipts,  Admissions,  Ticket 
Numbers,  Taxes,  Dates  Played  an.d 
Film  Rentals. 

Regular  $2.00  Value 

MONARCH  SPECIAL 

Pin  ONE  DOEEAK  ($1.00)  to  this  Ad  and 
mail  to  U.S  at  once,  and  we  will  send  you 
this  valuable  book — Postpaid. 

Monarch  Theatre  Supply  Co. 

494  S.  Second  St.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  28,  1939 


81 


^HE  front  of  the  Strand,  Newport,  is 

being  dressed  up  with  new  modernistic 
tile.  . . The  Grand  at  Siloam  Springs, 
which  has  just  been  completed  by  T.  C. 
Killebrew,  opened  last  Wednesday.  Out 
of  town  persons  attending  were  Charles 
Knickerbocker,  20th-Fox,  and  Ernie  Block, 
Universal,  both  of  Kansas  City;  Walter 
Talbot,  of  the  Victory  Theatre,  Rogers; 
Tom  Tyler.  Hey  wood  Seating  Co.,  Chicago; 
Clyde  Phillips,  Eagle  Theatre,  Stilwell, 

Okla.;  C.  M.  Sisco,  secretary  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  made  a short  talk 
at  the  premiere. 

Among  Little  Rock  Filmrow  visitors: 

W.  E.  Blume  and  K.  K.  King,  Plaza  and 
Rialto  theatres,  Searcy;  H.  J.  Pittman, 

Paradise,  Cotter:  M.  B.  Hasty,  Joy,  Darda- 
nelle;  E.  C.  Meriard,  Menlo,  Glenwood; 

K.  H.  Kinney,  Hays  Theatre,  Hardy;  T.  H. 
Stanley,  Radio  Theatre,  Beebe;  W.  R. 
Lee,  Gem,  Heber  Springs;  E.  M.  Ray,  Ola; 
R.  V.  McGinnis,  New,  Hope. 

J.  P.  James  has  bought  the  New  at 
Cotton  Plant.  The  house  formerly  was 
operated  by  J.  W.  Crabtree  who  is  now 
owner  of  the  Grove  Theatre  at  Holly 
Grove  . . . B.  F.  Busby  of  Republic  at 
Little  Rock,  was  in  New  Orleans  conferring 
with  J.  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic 
Pictures,  and  Arthur  C.  Bromberg  of  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  heading  Republic’s  southeast 
division. 

Henry  Sanders  and  wife.  Little  Rock,  are 
vacationing  in  Florida  . . . Joe  Wheeler, 
formerly  with  the  New,  Roxy  and  Pros- 
pect, Little  Rock,  and  who  now  operates 
a theatre  in  Memphis,  was  a Little  Rock 
visitor  this  week  . . . Tommy  Haines, 
Columbia,  Meinphis,  stopped  in  for  a few 
days  this  week  en  route  home  after  com- 
pleting a trip  to  points  in  Old  Mexico. 

Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy,  co- 
stars  in  many  musicals,  walked  away  with 
first  honors  in  the  Arkansas  Democrat’s 
annual  poll  to  determine  the  film  queen 
and  king  for  1939.  Results  of  the  poll, 
which  ended  Friday,  were  as  follows:  Men 
— Nelson  Eddy,  Tyrone  Power,  Robert  Tay- 


pRIENDS  of  Francis  Deering,  manager 
of  Loew’s  State,  are  laughing  at  his 
discomfiture  at  his  Christmas  treat  gone 
awry.  The  Deerings’  small  daughter, 
Diana  Reed,  had  a perfectly  grand  Christ- 
mas tree  and  showed  it  with  glee  to  many 
friends  who  visited  her  Christmas  week. 
Father  Francis  industriously  took  Tech- 
nicolor films  of  it  all — cost  no  object.  He 
sent  the  films  to  be  developed  and  waited 
impatiently  for  the  results.  They  came 
back  in  due  time — perfectly  blank.  A 
booklet  was  enclosed — “How  to  Make  Good 
Movies.” 

“Jesse  James’’  is  the  first  holdover  film 
for  Houston  theatres.  The  picture  drew 
packed  houses  on  opening  day  and  some 
were  turned  away.  It  is  playing  the  Ma- 
jestic. 

Houston  picture  shows  are  getting  a 


lor,  Don  Ameche,  Clark  Gable,  Richard 
Greene,  Gary  Cooper,  Spencer  Ti'acy,  Bing 
Crosby  and  William  Powell.  Women — Jean- 
ette MacDonald,  Myrna  Loy,  Alice  Faye, 
Shirley  Temple,  Loretta  Young,  Janet  Gay- 
nor,  Sonja  Henie,  Deanna  Durbin,  Norma 
Shearer  and  Margaret  Sullavan. 

More  improvements  on  the  Gem  at  De- 
Queen  have  been  ordered  by  K.  Lee  Wil- 
liams of  Oklahoma  City,  owner  of  the  two 
film  houses  at  DeQueen.  Williams  has  been 
at  DeQueen  recently  inspecting  remodeling 
work  now  going  on  at  the  Grand. 

The  Sanger,  Pine  Bluff,  has  inaugurated 
a new  series  of  entertainment  in  the  form 
of  stage  presentations  . . . Tlie  Rialto 
at  Morrilton  is  offering  prizes  to  winners 
of  an  essay  contest  dealing  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  state  of  Kentucky  in  con- 
nection with  the  film  “Kentucky.” 

A moving  picture  unit  has  been  organ- 
ized in  Fort  Smith  by  Ella  Allen,  who  will 
write  and  direct  productions  to  be  pre- 
sented by  children  and  for  children.  After 
the  films  have  been  shown  in  Fort  Smith 
and  vicinity,  they  will  be  sent  to  smaller 
towns.  The  cost  will  be  only  the  freight. 

C.  A.  Schultz  and  Lee  Jones  of  Kansas 
City  and  Rex  P.  Barrett,  Columbia,  Mo., 
representatives  of  Commonwealth  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Kansas  City,  have  closed  a deal 
with  W.  E.  Blume  for  his  interest  in  the 
Rialto  at  Searcy.  The  Commonwealth  Co. 
has  been  operating  the  two  film  houses 
at  Searcy,  the  Rialto  and  Plaza,  since  June, 
1938,  when  it  consolidated  with  the  Plaza. 
The  new  firm  will  be  known  as  the  Com- 
monwealth-Searcy  Corp.  and  will  continue 
to  operate  both  houses.  K.  K.  King  will 
serve  as  acting  manager.  The  Rialto  will 
be  completely  remodeled. 

Morrilton’s  new  film  house,  the  Ritz, 
owned  by  W.  D.  Metcalf,  opened  last  week. 
The  new  house  will  seat  350.  Metcalf  own- 
ed and  operated  theatres  at  Purcell,  Okla., 
before  going  to  Morrilton.  Mrs.  Metcalf 
will  be  cashier.  Ted  Williams,  formerly  of 
Purcell,  is  projectionist  and  Jack  Cupp, 
usher. 


little  competition  from  a favorite  tent 
stock  company,  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mon- 
roe Hopkins,  which  has  returned  after  a 
six  months’  tour  of  Texas  towns.  The  cur- 
rent offering  is  “In  Wyoming.”  Admis- 
sion is  ten  cents  straight. 

Loew’s  State  entertained  newly -appoint- 
ed members  of  the  military  affairs  com- 
mittee of  the  Houston  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce with  a preview  of  “The  Duke  of 
West  Point.’’  Loew’s  Homer  McCallon, 
piLblicity  man,  also  paid  $5  in  cash  to  three 
sports  fans  who  won  a novel  contest  in 
connection  with  “Stand  Up  and  Fight.” 
The  contestants  furnished  dialogue  fo’' 
Wallace  Beery  and  Robert  Taylor  in  a 
screen  fight  sequence.  The  word  battle 
raged  three  days  and  rules  provided  that 
the  lingo  be  kept  clean  enough  to  print. 
One  of  the  winners  was  Hugo  Stevens, 
promising  Rice  Institute  quarterback. 


"Bondage"  Under 
Fire  in  0.  C. 

Oklahoma  City — The  showing  of  “Slaves 
in  Bondage”  at  Griffith’s  Rialto  Theatre 
here  has  let  loose  protests  from  every  side 
and  demands  for  investigations  and  action 
against  showing  of  such  pictures. 

City  Manager  W.  A.  Quinn  has  ordered 
a police  investigation,  with  particular  em- 
phasnis  on  the  street  advertising  used  in 
exploitation. 

The  board  of  managers  of  the  Oklahoma 
City  Parent-Teacher  Ass’n  has  appointed 
a committee  to  secure  action  against  the 
picture  and  burlesque  performances  in  the 
Joy  Theatre. 

The  council  protested  “Slaves  in  Bond- 
age” and  asked  such  films  be  kept  from 
the  screens  of  Oklahoma  City  in  the 
future. 

“What  we  object  to  most  is  the  theatre’s 
advertising,”  said  Mrs.  C.  E.  Hall,  presi- 
dent. “This  advertising  was  both  in  the 
newspapers  and  in  front  of  the  theatre.” 

She  criticized  the  city’s  board  of  censors 
for  not  “taking  action.”  She  said  the 
theatre  displayed  a sign  stipulating  only 
adults  would  be  admitted,  but  said  “18- 
year-old  boys  and  girls  could  go  to  the 
show.”  She  said  “anyone  passing  the 
theatre  could  not  help  but  notice  the  ob- 
jectionable pictures.” 


New  Arcadia  at  Lubbock 
Will  Double  Feature 

Lubbock,  Tex. — In  their  new  Arcadia 
Theatre  now  under  construction  at  1211 
Avenue  H,  to  be  opened  about  March  15, 
P.  E.  Smith  and  W.  O.  Bearden  will  in- 
troduce double  features  here,  according  to 
local  announcement.  These  partners  now 
operate  the  Tech  near  Texas  Technologi- 
cal College  where  they  were  former  stu- 
dents. 

Both  first  and  second  run  films  are 
planned  for  the  Arcadia,  which  it  is  said, 
will  carry  an  investment  of  $25,000. 


Rosewin  to  Close  Three 
Months  for  Repairs 

Dallas — Robb  & Rowley-United’s  B 
neighborhood  theatre,  the  Rosewin,  will  be 
closed  for  three  months  for  the  complete 
modernization  plan  now  under  way.  With 
all  new  equipment  an  investment  of  $40,- 
000  will  be  represented. 


Sues  East  Texas  Circuit 
For  $12,500  Damages 

Tyler,  Tex. — A worker  filed  suit  in  dis- 
trict court  here  against  East  Texas  The- 
atres, Inc.,  and  J.  W.  Hogue  for  $12,500 
damages  for  injuries  he  claimed  to  have 
sustained  while  working  on  a new  theatre 
building  in  Arp. 
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Quebec  Amusement 
Tax  Hears  Knell 

Ottawa — Representative  citizens  of  Hull 
and  other  cities  of  Quebec  have  made  the 
first  step  in  a campaign  to  secure  the 
abolition  of  the  amusement  tax  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  a resolution  having 
been  adopted  for  the  removal  of  the  levy  in 
its  entirety  such  as  was  done  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario  on  June  1,  1936.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  the  Quebec  tax  is  equiv- 
alent to  20  per  cent  of  gross  receipts  in 
some  instances. 

The  petition  is  being  placed  before  the 
Quebec  legislature  at  its  present  session 
under  the  sponsorship!  of  W.  R.  Bulloch, 
the  Provincial  member  for  Westmount. 


No  Restoration  Move 
Planned  in  Ontario 

Ottawa — According  to  Mayor  Stanley 
Lewis  of  Ottawa,  the  Ontario  Mayors  Ass’n 
will  take  no  further  action  with  regard 
to  the  proposal  for  the  restoration  of 
the  amusements  tax  in  Ontario  under  a 
plan  whereby  the  provincial  government 
would  collect  the  levy  and  divide  it  pro 
rata  among  the  municipalities  for  local 
unemployment  relief. 

Mayor  Lewis,  who  is  secretary  to  the 
association,  declared  that  objections  had 
been  raised  to  a revival  of  the  impost  and 
the  cities  would  look  to  other  sources  of 
revenue.  A meeting  of  the  association 
executive  is  to  be  held  in  Toronto  shortly 
when  alternative  plans  will  be  dealt  with 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Ontario  legis- 
lature when  it  convenes  on  March  8. 


Grierson  May  Complete 
Conferences  in  Month 

Ottawa — John  Grierson  of  London,  Eng., 
expert  on  documentai’y  films  for  the  Im- 
perial Government,  has  intimated  that  he 
will  return  to  Great  Britain  about  the 
middle  of  February  after  conferring  with 
Canadian  government  officials  in  Ottawa 
on  the  development  of  dramatized  pictures 
of  Canadian  life  for  theatrical  release  in 
the  United  Kingdom  and  other  countries. 

Grierson  made  a tour  of  the  Dominion 
last  summer  to  investigate  film  possibili- 
ties, subsequently  making  a report  of  his 
findings  to  the  Canadian  government.  He 
returned  to  Canada  in  December  to  dis- 
cuss some  of  his  recommendations  with 
officials.  Grierson  declined  to  comment  on 
his  progress  with  suggested  moves,  declar- 
ing that  the  plan  of  action  was  not  yet 
complete  but  that  he  would  be  able  to  re- 
turn home  in  a few  weeks. 

The  move  to  create  a national  film  board 
in  Canada,  with  headquarters  in  Ottawa, 
had  been  linked  with  his  name  but  he  had 
nothing  to  say  in  the  matter. 


137  "Criminal"  Playdates 
Hollywood  — Simultaneous  first-run 
playdates  totaling  137  have  been  set  by 
Warner  Bros,  for  “They  Made  Me  a Crim- 
inal,” starring  John  Garfield,  New  York 
stage  import. 


Juvenile  Admission  Restriction 
Is  Still  a Quebec  Problem 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 

Montreal — The  problem  of  the  day  in 
the  motion  picture  field  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  continues  to  be  the  ban  on  the  ad- 
mission of  juveniles  under  16,  in  force 
since  the  Laurier  Palace  fire  several  years 
ago.  Despite  the  fact  that  “Boys  Town” 
was  approved  by  clergy  and  politicians  as 
a film  suitable  for  youth,  youngsters  have 
not  been  permitted  to  see  it  at  any  the- 
atre in  Quebec,  and  the  temporary  soften- 
ing of  the  restriction  which  allowed  chil- 
dren to  see  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs”  has  not  been  extended,  although 
there  was  less  severity  in  its  enforcement 
during  the  Christmas  and  New  Year’s 
holidays. 

The  matter  has  been  studied  by  the 
Catholic  school  commission  which  con- 
siders that  admission  of  children  to 
cinemas  would  be  disastrous  to  education, 
although  it  is  agreed  that  the  film  can 
be  of  great  help  to  instruction.  The 
Council,  in  its  repoi't,  says: 

“Even  could  the  law  foresee  all  the  pre- 
cautions which  it  is  necessary  to  take 
and  all  the  conditions  of  the  presentation 
of  educative  films,  we  are  convinced  that 
it  would  remain  inoperative,  because: 

(1)  Financial  interests  are  not  con- 
cerned with  morals.  The  recent  experi- 
ence with  “Snow  White”  shows  that  well. 
The  “Semaine  Religieuse”  of  Montreal  was 
forced  to  protest  last  July  against  the 
films  advertised  at  the  same  time  as  the 
Walt  Disney  film,  and  shown,  notwith- 
standing the  law,  to  children. 

(2)  It  is  impossible  to  compose  pro- 
grams for  children  which  will  satisfy  the 
requirements  of  the  two  principal  re- 
ligious confessions  of  our  province.  The 
film,  “Boys  Town,”  given  as  a model  film 
for  children  is  a striking  example.  The 
discussion  it  provoked  showed  that  abund- 
antly. Are  we  going  to  have  programs  for 
Catholic  children  and  other  programs  for 
non-Catholics?  The  cinema  in  the  schools 
does  not  offer  that  inconvenience. 

(3)  The  breaches  made  in  the  law  at 
present  regarding  admission  of  children 
under  the  age  of  16  can  only  augur  a 
breaking  away  from  all  restrictions,  the 
moment  that  the  law  became  more  liberal. 

“In  numerous  countries,  such  as  Bel- 
gium, Holland,  Scandinavia  and  Switzer- 
land,” the  report  continues,  “the  public 
congratulates  itself  not  on  the  measure  of 
latitude  given  to  children,  but  on  the  re- 
strictive measures  taken  for  their  admis- 
sion to  the  cinema.  Severity  is  still  the 
way  of  safety.  Our  severity  in  the  province 
of  Quebec  makes  us  the  envy  of  other 
Catholic  centers,  notably  France,  who  are 
less  able  to  control  the  situation.  Let  us 
not  abandon  these  precautions  to  foreign 
finance. 

.“There  is  a place  in  the  school  for  the 
recreative  film.  The  austerity  of  school 
programs  could  be  tempered.  As  to  edu- 
cative films,  documentary  or  didactic,  or 
lesson  films,  it  is  necessary  to  teach  the 
children  to  profit  by  them  (a)  by  les- 


sons prepared  with  that  end,  which  will 
put  them  in  a condition  to  note  what  it  is 
intended  to  teach  them  (b)  by  scholarly 
explanations  given  during  the  course  of 
the  showing  of  the  film,  (c)  By  an  effort 
at  reflection  imposed  on  the  children  fol- 
lowing exhibition  of  the  film. 

“Who  would  pretend  that  these  con- 
ditions are  realizable  in  a public  hall? 

“The  conclusions  from  this  study  are 
that  the  law  ought  to  remain  as  it  is,  and 
that  the  government  ought  to  take  mea- 
sures even  more  severe  to  ensure  its  ob- 
servance; that  the  cinema  for  children 
must  be  given  in  the  schools,  where  alone 
exist  the  special  conditions  necessary — 
surveillance,  judicious  choice  of  films;  the 
bearing  of  moral  and  intellectual  fruit 
through  inspiring  mental  activity  in  the 
children;  showings  limited  in  the  time  of 
their  duration  and  in  their  frequency.  In 
this  way  alone  can  the  cinema  render  the 
children  service.”  The  report  asks  all  con- 
cerned to  take  into  consideration: 

( 1 ) That  the  general  welfare  of  the 
children  necessitates  that  the  showing  of 
motion  pictures  to  them  take  place  in  the 
schools  alone. 

(2)  That  the  teachers  ought  to  preserve 
the  control  of  the  instruction  by  film, 
without  any  person  complicating  their 
work  by  intrusion  on  their  domain. 

(3)  That  the  Catholic  School  Commis- 
sion of  Montreal,  knowing  well  the  profit 
that  can  be  drawn  from  the  cinema  from 
an  educational  viewpoint,  has  for  several 
years  past  used  the  cinema  for  instruc- 
tion, and  is  engaged  in  studying  that  in- 
struction with  a view  to  all  desirable  de- 
velopment, and, 

(4)  That,  in  consequence,  the  admission 
of  children  to  the  public  cinemas  before 
the  age  of  16,  would  not  fill  a want,  but 
would  create  complications  in  the  educa- 
tional world. 

The  report  finally  asks  the  council  of 
public  instruction  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec to  undertake  the  organization  of  a 
system  of  cinema  instruction  for  the  use 
of  the  school  commissions. 


Report  Theatre  Planned 
For  Kelowna,  B.  C. 

Kelowna,  B.  C. — A 1,200-seat  theatre,  to 
cost  $75,000,  is  reputedly  planned  for  the 
business  district  here  on  a piece  of  pro- 
perty acquired  by  R.  Whillis  and  W.  A.  C. 
Bennett. 

The  town,  which  has  a population  of 
about  6,000  at  present  has  one  theatre, 
the  Empress. 


Niemoeller  Story 

Hollywood — Activities  of  the  Rev.  Mar- 
tin Niemoeller,  head  of  the  German  Luth- 
em  Chui’ch  and  now  a Nazi  captive,  will 
be  utilized  by  Warner  Bros,  as  the  basis 
of  a film  now  in  preparation  titled  “Tne 
Bishop  Who  Walked  With  God.” 
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Canadian  Film  Rentals  and 
Receipts  Near  '30  Top 


Ottawa — Film  rentals  secured  by  dis- 
tributing companies  in  the  Dominion  are 
the  highest  since  the  boom  year  of  1930, 
the  total  1938  revenue  being  $8,579,000 
or  less  than  half  a million  dollars  below 
the  total  of  $9,046,300  for  1930. 

Likewise  the  annual  statistical  report 
just  prepared  reveals  that  salaries  and 
wages  paid  to  employes  of  film  exchanges 
were  practically  equal  to  those  of  1930. 
In  the  latest  year,  the  employes  of  63  of- 
fices, numbering  636  persons,  earned  $1,- 
062,900  while  in  1930,  663  employes  in  59 
exchange  offices  received  salaries  and 
wages  totaling  $1,074,700.  The  average  of 
employes  per  office  is  ten  persons,  or  only 
one  less  than  the  office  average  of  1930. 

A significant  comparison  regarding  per- 
sonnel is  that  the  number  of  male  em- 
ployes has  increased  from  372  to  380  in 
the  two  years  under  consideration  while 
the  number  of  female  employes  is  256  as 
compared  with  291  lady  workers  in  1930, 
the  net  difference  being  a reduction  of  27. 

The  low  revenue  year  for  Canadian  film 
exchanges  was  1933  when  receipts  totaled 
$6,127,700  which  increased  to  $6,692,900 

Half  Canadian  Units 
Get  29%  Revenue 

Ottawa — A current  survey  shows  that 
54  per  cent  of  all  fUm  theatres  in  Canada 
are  operated  under  independent  or  single 
ownership.  The  actual  number  of  indi- 
vidually owned  houses  in  569,  as  com- 
pared with  1,047  for  the  whole  list.  The 
aggregate  receipts  for  the  independents 
are  $9,311,200,  it  has  been  found,  this 
representing  29  per  cent  of  the  revenue 
of  all  theatres  in  the  Dominion,  which 
reached  $32,499,300  in  1938. 

Another  119  theatres  are  operated  by 
owners  of  two  or  three  houses  and  these 
account  for  8.5  per  cent  of  all  receipts 
while  62.8  per  cent  of  the  total  annual 
revenue  is  taken  by  companies  operating 
chains  of  four  or  more  theatres,  the  num- 
ber of  the  latter  being  359  or  approxi- 
mately one-third  of  the  houses  from  coast 
to  coast. 

According  to  the  statistics,  slightly  more 
than  half  of  the  total  theatre  revenue  is 
secured  by  the  238  theatres  to  be  found  in 
circuits  of  21  theatres  or  more  which 
represent  22.7  per  cent  of  all  theatres. 
The  amount  of  receipts  for  these  houses 
totaled  $16,396,300,  as  compared  with  the 
country’s  total  of  $32,499,300. 

The  breakdown  of  paid  admissions 
brings  out  the  fact  that  individually- 
owned  theatres  had  42,805,712  patrons 
during  the  12  months  or  32  per  cent  of 
the  total  admissions  in  Canada  of  134,- 
374,061.  The  238  theatres  in  circuits  of 
21  houses  or  over  took  care  of  60,732,358 
paid  admissions,  or  45  per  cent  of  the  total. 
Smaller  groups  of  two  to  20  units,  num- 


in  1934  and  $6,976,100  in  1935.  Film 
rentals  totaled  $7,590,100  in  1936. 

Theatre  revenue  in  1930  was  $38,479,- 
500;  in  1933,  $24,897,100  or  64  per  cent  of 
the  1930  peak  year,  and  in  1936,  $29,- 
610,300,  or  77  per  cent  of  the  record  in 
1930.  Theatre  receipts  in  the  latest  year 
totaled  $32,499,300,  according  to  the  of- 
ficial survey,  this  being  84.5  per  cent  of 
the  high  mark.  Film  exchange  revenue 
is  down  by  approximately  five  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1930,  which  indicates  that 
current  film  rentals  are  higher  on  the 
average. 

The  exchange  payrolls  were  lowest  in 
1933  when  the  amount  paid  to  employes 
was  $855,800  but  the  total  was  raised  to 
$923,400  in  1934;  $953,700  in  1935  and 
went  over  the  million  mark  again  in  1936 
with  $1,011,200,  the  number  of  employes 
varying  but  little  during  the  eight  years. 
There  were  66  film  offices  across  Canada 
in  1936,  this  being  the  peak  total  which, 
of  course,  includes  head  offices  and 
branches  of  large  film  distributing  com- 
panies and  small  independent  exchanges 
operating  on  an  individual  basis. 


bering  240  theatres,  accounted  for  30,- 
810,000  admissions  out  of  the  134-million 
aggregate. 

A resume  of  the  data  brings  out  that 
the  single  independent  theatres,  repre- 
senting 54  per  cent  of  the  total,  secure  29 
per  cent  of  total  revenue  and  have  32  per 
cent  of  the  patronage  while  the  largest 
circuits  have  22.7  per  cent  of  the  theatres, 
do  50.5  per  cent  of  the  business  and  have 
45  per  cent  of  the  patrons. 

The  two  chains  in  the  Dominion  having 
more  than  20  theatres  each  are  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  and  United 
Amusements  Corp.,  Ltd. 

League  Society  Views 
Reel  on  Refugees 

Ottawa — The  League  of  Nations  Society 
in  the  Canadian  capital  gave  official  recog- 
nition to  Volume  No.  5 of  the  March  of 
Time  series  dealing  with  Nazi  persecu- 
tion of  the  Jews  by  attending  in  a body 
a private  screening  of  the  topical  short 
at  the  Regent  Theatre,  Ottawa,  where  it 
opened  its  regular  release  on  the  subse- 
quent Saturday.  Representatives  of  civic, 
welfare  and  educational  organizations  also 
witnessed  the  private  screening. 


Fire  in  Thurso,  Que. 

Montreal — Fire  of  unknown  origin  last 
week  damaged  the  Capitol  Theatre,  at 
Thurso,  Quebec.  Loss  is  estimated  at  be- 
tween $4,000  and  $5,000.  No  one  was 
injured.  Thurso  is  25  miles  east  of  Ottawa. 


Team  William,  Lupino 

Hollywood — Warren  William  and  Ida 
Lupino  are  co-featured  in  “The  Lone  Wolf 
Spy  Hunt,”  first  in  a feature  series  Co- 
lumbia is  making  based  on  Louis  Joseph 
Vance’s  “Lone  Wolf”  character. 


Cambrai  Bank  Night 
Is  Ruled  Lottery 

Montreal — Bank  Night  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  a test  case  in  Quebec  and  held 
by  the  judge  to  be  a lottery.  The  case 
was  that  in  which  Charles  Rioux,  man- 
ager of  the  Cambrai  Theatre,  was  charged 
with  conducting  a lottery  in  contravention 
of  Article  236  of  the  criminal  code.  Rioux 
was  found  guilty  and  fined  $10,  with  the 
alternative  of  ten  days  imprisonment. 

The  test  case,  first  of  its  kind  in  Que- 
bec courts,  involved  what  is  called  the 
“Bemeslan  Advertising  System.”  Regis- 
tered at  Ottawa  by  Robert  Delaney  it  con- 
sisted in  giving  each  person  attending  the 
theatre  a coupon  to  fill  in.  On  certain 
nights  a drawing  was  held  and  the  win- 
ner was  given  a sum  of  money,  after  sign- 
ing a contract  naming  him  publicity 
agent,  and  obliging  him  to  bring  to  the 
theatre  at  least  three  persons  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. The  plan  made  no  mention 
of  the  qualifications  necessary  to  hold  the 
position  of  publicity  agent.  Judge  Thomas 
Tremblay  pointed  out,  giving  judgment  in 
the  court  of  sessions.  Each  “applicant” 
had  to  pay  his  way  into  the  theatre  to 
become  eligible,  and  there  was  obviously 
an  element  of  chance  in  the  .system,  which 
was  designed  to  bring  more  people  into 
the  theatre. 

Rioux,  in  his  defense,  contended  that  the 
so-called  Bank  Night  was  merely  a pub- 
licity scheme,  and  the  money  paid  to  the 
winner  was  his  salary  as  publicity  agent. 

Judge  Tremblay  rejected  this  contention, 
holding  that  the  winner  received  five  dol- 
lars or  more  simply  for  praising  the  the- 
atre to  three  or  more  persons,  and  that 
his  manner  of  obtaining  the  award  showed 
that  it  was  a prize  and  therefore  a lottery. 


Bingo  Game  Brings 
Fines  in  Hamilton 

Montreal — Magistrate  H.  A.  Burbidge, 
of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  imposed  $50  fines 
on  two  charges  against  Angus  Secord,  ac- 
cused under  the  lotteries  act.  The  magis- 
trate found  the  case  was  “bona  fide”  and 
in  the  interest  of  charity,  but  that  Bingo 
was  a “pure  game  of  chance  with  no  ele- 
ment of  skill  attached.” 

Defense  counsel  indicated  permission 
was  obtained  from  Mayor  William  Mor- 
rison, of  Hamilton.  The  court,  however, 
held  the  word  “bazaar”  in  this  case  was 
used  “obviously  to  create  a situation  to 
bring  them  within  the  exemption”  of  the 
act. 

“There  was  a deliberate  attempt  to 
break  the  law,”  declared  Assistant  Crown 
Counsel  H.  McCullagh.  Crown  Attorney 
C.  W.  Ballard  said  he  had  taken  steps  to 
halt  Bingo  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ontario  government. 


Tops  in  Rockne  Film 

Hollywood — Pat  O’Brien,  Wayne  Morris 
and  Rosemary  Lane  have  top  roles  in 
Warner’s  forthcoming  “The  Life  of  Knute 
Rockne,”  based  on  the  career  of  the  fa- 
mous Notre  Dame  football  coach. 
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TORCiinrci 

go  GREAT  has  been  the  enthusiasm 
since  it  was  spotted  by  New  York 
critics  as  one  of  the  year’s  best  films,  that 
“The  Lady  Vanishes,”  directed  by  Alfred 
Hitchcock,  has  been  held  over  for  a fourth 
week  at  the  Eglinton  Theatre,  Toronto 
suburban  house,  by  Manager  Bob  Eves  who 
has  been  smiling  at  the  downtown  man- 
agers for  passing  up  this  picture  last  No- 
vember. At  that.  Manager  Eves  put  it  on 
a double  bill  but  the  second  feature  on 
the  program  has  not  even  been  mentioned 
in  newspaper  advertisements  for  days. 

Manager  L.  Clavir  of  Cosmopolitan 
Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  distributor  of  Soviet 
pictures,  is  all  aglow  over  the  showing  of 
“Professor  Mamlock”  which  has  concluded 
a two  weeks’  run  at  the  Toronto  Strand 
for  the  best  boxoffice  showing  of  any 
Soviet  film  in  the  Dominion.  The  protest 
of  the  German  Consul-General  to  Canada 
caused  it  to  be  held  over  for  a second 
week. 

In  a tieup  with  merchants  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  Avenue  Tlieatre  is  distributing 
facsimile  admission  tickets  which  store 
customers  can  use  in  a two-for-the-price- 
of-one  aiTangement. 

Manager  Jules  Bernstein  of  Loew’s  The- 
atre played  “Sweethearts”  as  the  attrac- 
tion for  the  special  New  Year’s  Night  per- 
formance and  the  demand  became  so  great 
for  information  as  to  its  regular  playing 
date  at  the  theatre  that  he  finally  had  to 
come  out  with  an  announcement  that  it 
would  open  Thursday,  February  2.  The 
engagernejit  had  been  held  back  because 
of  holdovers  on  “The  Citadel”  and  “Out 
’West  With  the  Hardys.” 

Toronto  managers  have  been  warned  to 
be  on  the  watch  for  any  one  of  2,000  ad- 
mission tickets  stolen  from  the  Lyric  The- 
atre, Hamilton,  Ont.,  the  remainder  of  the 
loot  in  the  over-night  robbery  being  the 
ushers’  flashlights,  the  safe  having  re- 
sisted the  efforts  of  the  thieves. 

Harry  Allen,  general  manager  of  Grand 
National  Films,  Ltd.,  secured  first  run  for 
“Cipher  Bureau”  at  the  Casino  Theatre, 
doimitown  ace  house  of  the  Premier  The- 
atres’ chain  . . . Cecil  Smith,  manager  of 
the  Patricia  Theatre,  London,  Ont.,  earned 
mention  on  Station  CKCL.  Toronto,  as 
having  brought  out  a youthful  vocalist  in 
a search-for-talent  contest. 

Jack  Chisholm  of  Toronto,  formerly  of 
Hollywood,  told  officers  of  the  Toronto 
Military  Institute  of  the  probable  uses  of 
moving  pictures  in  the  next  war  in  the 
training  of  soldiers  and  espionage  work  as 
well  as  for  propaganda,  with  cameramen 
being  enlisted  with  armed  forces. 


Jules  Levy  in  Talks 
With  L.  M.  Devaney 

Montreal  — Jules  Levy,  general  sales 
manager  for  RKO  Radio,  was  here  last 
week  conferring  with  L.  M.  Devaney, 
Canadian  district  manager  for  the  com- 
pany. 


Plan  No  Reduction 
In  8%  Sales  Tax 


Toronto — Film  distributors  with  head 
offices  in  Toronto  have  been  advised  that 
there  is  no  probability  of  any  change  for 
the  coming  fiscal  year  in  the  sales  tax  of 
eight  per  cent  on  processed  goods  of  do- 
mestic production  or  on  imports  from  the 
United  States  or  Great  Britain  because  of 
the  need  of  revenue  for  the  public  trea- 
sury in  view  of  tariff  concessions  and  the 
current  wiping  off  of  the  three  per  cent 
special  excise  tax  on  imports  from  the 
United  States  under  the  recently  inaugu- 
rated trade  agreement  with  the  American 
Republic,  under  which  the  sales  tax  was 
not  disturbed. 

The  suggestion  had  been  thrown  out  a 
reduction  in  the  sales  tax  would  compen- 
sate for  the  reduced  levies  under  the  trade 
agreement  and  would  tend  to  restore 
preferential  treatment  on  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  their  formel  level. 
No  further  relief  can  be  granted,  however. 


Saturday  Morning  Shows 
Usurped  by  Educators 

Ottawa — The  department  of  mines  and 
resources  sponsored  a film  screening  in 
the  National  Museum  of  Canada,  Ottawa, 
depicting  travel  and  historical  features  of 
England,  admission  to  school  children  be- 
ing free  to  the  two  performances.  Three 
films,  supplied  by  Associated  Screen  News 
Limited,  were  “Great  Cargoes,”  “Mother  of 
Parliaments”  and  “Oxford;”  two  provided 
by  the  Cunard  "White  Star  Line  were 
“Across  the  Pennines”  and  “Along  the 
South  Coast”  while  the  program  was 
rounded  out  by  the  presentation  of  the 
Coronation  pictures  which  were  taken  from 
the  archives. 

Eight  moving  pictiu’e  shows  form  the 
series  of  Saturday  morning  programs 
which  are  being  screened  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  Museum  during  January,  February 
and  March  with  large  crowds  of  juveniles 
in  attendance  despite  the  fact  that  chil- 
dren under  nine  years  of  age  are  not  ad- 
mitted. "Wliile  commendable  in  themselves 
by  the  presentation  of  historical,  geo- 
graphical and  industrial  subjects  in  drama- 
tized form,  the  perfonnances  have  the  ef- 
fect of  making  it  impractical  for  the 
licensed  theatres  in  Ottawa  to  offer  spe- 
cial Saturday  morning  shows  on  a com- 
mercial basis  during  the  winter  months.. 

'The  previous  “lecture”  dealt  with  Bo- 
livia, films  of  which  were  supplied  by 
Associated  Screen  News;  General  Films, 
Ltd.,  Regina,  Sask.,  and  F.  C.  Pictures 
Corp.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  providing 
an  aviation  picture,  “"Wings  Over  the 
Andes.” 

Coming  weekly  programs  include;  “Scot- 
land and  the  Glasgow  Fair;”  “Yukon  Ter- 
ritory in  Summer;”  “Here  and  There  in 
South  America;”  “The  Trans-Canada  Air- 
way;” “Making  Motion  Pictures,”  and 
“Wildflowers.”  The  last  named  program 
will  be  made  up  of  pictm-es  from  the  Wild 


O T T A W A 

QEORGE  H.  VALIQUE'TTE,  originally  a 
Fox  News  cameraman  in  Canada,  is 
now  established  as  a staff  photographer 
with  the  Ottawa  Citizen.  "Valiquette  really 
had  some  adventures  back  in  the  wilds 
when  he  was  chasing  shots  for  the  movie 
news  reels. 

George  Demerah,  veteran  doorman  of 
the  Capitol,  is  giving  some  thought  to  the 
writing  of  memoirs  dealing  with  person- 
ages of  both  high  and  low  degree  who  have 
passed  through  the  portals  of  the  big 
theatre — including  state  dignitaries,  promi- 
nent foreign  visitors  to  the  Canadian 
Capitol,  Earls  and  Dukes. 

The  National  Film  Society  has  an- 
nounced the  receipt  of  a grant  of  $8,750 
from  the  Imperial  Relations  Trust  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  establishment  of  a library 
of  documentary  films  in  the  Dominion  and 
for  the  circulation  of  British  non-com- 
mercial shorts  in  Canada. 

The  all-Irish  feature,  “Kathleen,”  was 
screened  twice  in  St.  Patrick’s  Hall,  Ot- 
tawa, under  the  direct  auspices  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Church,  announcement  being 
made  that  the  picture  had  been  approved 
by  the  Legion  of  Decency.  Admissions  of  25 
cents  and  10  cents  were  charged,  the  pic- 
ture being  advertised  as  a theatre  attrac- 
tion. 

A full-size  cabin  airplane  of  the  Ottawa 
Flying  Club  was  mounted  on  the  grand 
staircase  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  as  an  ex- 
ploitation stunt  for  the  next  attraction, 
“Dawn  Patrol.” 

The  second  of  a series  of  Yiddish  pic- 
tures to  be  presented  at  the  Somerset  The- 
atre was  “The  Dybbuk”  which  was 
screened  at  midnight  performances  . . . 
Once  more  local  fans  saw  Danielle  Dar- 
rieux  in  a French  picture  when  Manager 
Donat  Paquin  presented  “Katia”  in  an  all- 
French  double  bill  at  the  Laurier  Theatre 
for  three  days,  the  second  picture  being 
“Le  Secret  de  I’Emeraude.” 

Ottawa  exhibitors  had  increased  oppo- 
sition Friday  and  Saturday  when  the 
auditorium  of  Glebe  Collegiate  was  turned 
into  a theatre  for  a local  engagement  of 
the  Labor  Revue  “Pins  and  Needles”  at 
$2.50  top.  It  was  the  first  time  that  a 
musical  road  show  had  played  in  the 
school  hall. 

The  Rideau  Theatre  has  booked  “I  "IVas 
a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany”  from  Colonial 
Pictures,  Ltd.,  the  new  independent  film 
exchange  recently  established  in  Canada 
by  B.  W.  Silver. 


Life  Preservation  Society,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  and  Wholesome  Film  Service,  Inc., 
Boston,  Mass. 

The  shows  are  repeated  on  the  subse- 
quent Wednesday  evening  for  adult  audi- 
ences without  admission  charge  as  well. 
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"I  Was  a Captive" 

A Toronto  Draw 

Toronto — Booked  over  the  entire  Asso- 
ciated Theatres’  circuit  in  Ontario,  “I  Was 
a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany”  got  away  to 
a spectacular  start  for  its  Canadian  pre- 
miere at  the  Madison  Theatre,  Toronto, 
where  the  heroine  of  the  piece,  Isobel  Lil- 
lian Steele  of  Toronto,  made  a personal  ap- 
pearance at  each  performance.  The  en- 
gagement made  a splendid  introduction 
as  well  for  the  newly  organized  indepen- 
dent exchange.  Colonial  Pictures,  Ltd.  of 
Toronto,  headed  by  B.  W.  Silver  as  man- 
aging director.  Mike  Goodman,  as  ex- 
ploitation manager  of  the  new  exchange 
did  a swell  job  in  promoting  this  feature 
by  securing  columns  of  space  in  all  To- 
ronto dailies  and  weeklies  for  both  the 
Toronto  young  lady  and  the  picture.  A 
point  of  value  was  that  the  premiere  coin- 
cided with  the  holding  in  Toronto  of  the 
Canadian  Jewish  Congress  which  was  at- 
tended by  prominent  delegates  from  all 
parts  of  Canada. 

Among  many  interesting  anecdotes  Miss 
Steele  told  an  amusing  story  of  her  home- 
coming following  her  four  months  im- 
prisonment in  Germany  on  charges  of 
treason  and  espionage  by  relating  that  she 
had  not  suffered  any  serious  after  effects 
from  her  prison  confinement  until  she  was 
on  board  ship  headed  for  America. 

“On  the  boat  coming  home,”  she  related, 
“there  was  a girl  who  told  me  she  was 
worried  sick  about  her  nail  polish — she 
did  not  know  whether  she  should  wear  red 
or  pink.  For  some  reason  that  sent  me 
all  to  pieces.” 


Chisholm  Outlines  Use 
Of  Pictures  in  Wars 

Montreal — Possible  uses  of  motion  pic- 
tures in  future  wars,  particularly  in  the 
training  of  recruits,  gun  operations  and 
espionage  work,  were  outlined  by  Jack 
Chisholm  of  Associated  Screen  News,  for- 
merly a director  in  Hollywood,  who  spoke 
at  a dinner  of  the  Imperial  Officers’  Asso- 
ciation at  the  Toronto  Military  Institute. 
A native  Canadian,  Chisholm  now  is  in- 
terested in  the  production  of  commercial 
pictures  of  Canadian  industry. 

In  his  address,  he  told  of  the  propa- 
ganda work  for  which  motion  pictures  are 
being  used  in  many  parts  of  the  world  to- 
day, particularly  in  educating  the  masses 
concerning  various  “isms.” 


Sparling  Addresses  Women's 
Ad  Club  in  Toronto 

Montreal — Gordon  Sparling,  produc- 
tion-director of  Associated  Screen  News, 
addressing  the  Women’s  Advertising  Club 
of  Toronto  on  the  industry,  illustrated  his 
talk  with  two  Canadian  films,  “Music 
From  the  Stars”  and  “Songs  the  Map 
Sings,”  both  produced  by  ASN. 

Sparling  was  made  a member  of  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and 
Sciences,  as  a tribute  to  his  series  of 
shorts  which  have  been  given  world-wide 
distribution. 


gIGNS  of  revival  in  the  attendance  of 
motion  picture  patrons  are  already 
remarked  and  are  not  confined  to  the 
first-nm  theatres  on  St.  Catherine  street. 
Neighborhood  houses  find  business  pick- 
ing up,  but  are  not  aU  equally  benefited, 
those  theatres  which  are  last  in  turn  to 
exhibit  popular  pictures  suffering  from 
the  delay.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
where  the  first  run  has  been  extended  to 
three  weeks  or  so. 

Quebec  Provincial  government  is  so 
strongly  anti-Communist  that  its  hoard 
of  censors  is  regarded  as  likely  to  comply 
with  a request  made  by  the  Consul-Gen- 
eral for  Germany  that  the  Russian  film 
“Professor  Mamlockf’  in  its  English  ver- 
sion be  banned  on  account  of  its  anti- 
Nazi  tendency.  A letter  sent  to  the  board 
of  censors  has  been  acknowledged  and  the 
same  attitude  was  taken  by  the  censorship 
boards  of  all  other  provinces,  except  On- 
tario, which  amiounced  that  certain  fea- 
tures would  be  deleted. 

Ed  Chapman  of  the  pitching  staff  of 
Montreal  Royals  baseball  team,  has  been 
sold  to  Hollywood  of  the  Coast  league,  of 
which  club,  now  being  reorganized,  Robert 
H.  Cobb,  husband  of  Gail  Patrick,  is 
president. 

Jules  Levy,  general  sales  manager,  RKO, 
paid  a visit  to  the  Montreal  office  and 
discussed  plans  for  the  year.  RKO’s  pic- 
ture, “Gunga  Din,”  will  be  shown  at  the 
Palace  about  the  middle  of  February.  The 
George  Schaefer  drive  starts  January  28. 

John  Casey  of  20th-Fox  won  the  ad 
sales  drive.  Casey  belongs  to  a family 
which  has  given  several  notable  execu- 
tives to  filmdom.  His  uncles,  the  brothers 
O’Loughlin,  are  respectively  general  man- 
ager of  20th-Fox,  Toronto,  and  manager 
of  the  Palace,  Montreal. 

Mickey  Isman,  popular  branch  manager 
of  Warner -Vitagraph,  broke  two  ribs  in  a 
fall  on  the  ice,  and  is  confined  to  his  home 
. . . Captam  C.  J.  Decle,  manager  of  the 
Empress,  Sherbrooke  street,  Notre  Dame 
de  Grace,  will  erect  a new  marquee  about 
the  end  of  the  month. 

Eugene  Maynard,  manager  of  the  Outre- 
mont,  reports  that  “Drums,”  which  had 
been  billed  for  four  days,  brought  in  such 
crowds  that  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  pic- 
tm’e  for  a week.  Maynard  is  also  manager 
of  the  Savoy  in  Verdun,  and  is  busy  with 
preparations  to  celebrate  the  first  anni- 
versary of  the  opening  of  the  theatre,  the 
last  week  in  February. 

Gaby  Morlay,  French  stage  and  screen 
artist,  recently  in  Montreal  for  a week,  re- 
turned to  play  Henry  Bernstein’s  “Le  Mes- 
saged’ and  “Le  Secret”  at  His  Majesty’s. 
During  her  first  appearance  she  gave  “Vic- 
toria Regina,”  which  was  presented  a week 
later  by  Helen  Hayes. 

Some  excitement  prevailed  in  the  The- 
atre Rationale  recently  when  about  40  of 
a group  of  demonstrating  students  forced 
their  way  into  the  house  without  paying. 
Mr.  Ratner,  the  manager,  reported  the 


intrusion  to  the  police,  fearing  trouble, 
but  there  was  no  disorder. 

Lily  Levesque,  a waitress  in  the  Venus 
Grill,  has  won  Montreal  Standard’s  “Movie 
Doubles”  cash  prize,  for  her  resemblance 
to  Simone  Simon  . . . “Red  Man  Blues,” 
new  Canadian  song  hit,  has  made  its  de- 
but on  a record  released  by  Herbert  Ber- 
liner, president  of  the  Compo  Company. 

The  Mounties  are  using  both  the  cinema 
and  the  wireless  in  connection  with  their 
training  schools,  and  are  asking  more 
funds  for  broadcasting  equipment  . . . 
Ann  Pennington  told  a Canadian  paper 
the  legend  about  her  shapely  legs  being 
insured  for  $250,000  was  a press  agent’s 
dream.  “It  never  was  true,”  she  said. 

Orson  Welles  will  shortly  visit  Mon- 
treal. Talking  of  television  to  a Montrealer, 
he  expressed  the  view  that  it  would  hurt 
the  films  but  not  the  stage.  “Intimacy  of 
the  theatre  which  neither  films  nor  tele- 
vision can  duplicate.” 

E.  A.  Rawlings,  a Montrealer,  w'ho  is 
building  his  own  organ,  has  established  a 
miniature  motion  picture  theatre  in  his 
workshop,  seating  25  people.  The  theatre 
has  a complicated  rheostat-controlled 
lighting  system  and  is  gaily  decorated  fol- 
lowing the  scheme  of  the  most  up-to-date 
cinemas,  but,  said  Mr.  Rawlings,  “there 
is  no  admission  charge.”  The  theatre  is 
at  3111  Atwater  Avenue. 

Colonel  Louis  Kane  of  Oakville,  Out., 
who  collects  medals,  says  they  are  becom- 
ing scarcer  and  harder  to  get,  because  of 
the  demand  from  motion  picture  pro- 
ducers . . . Gertrude  Lawrence  will  pre- 
sent “Susan  and  God”  at  His  Majesty’s  for 
five  days  beginning  February  7 . . . Domin- 
ion Government  Motion  Picture  Bureau 
was  refused  permission  to  film  the  cere- 
mony of  the  opening  of  Parliament  in  the 
Senate  chamber.  The  only  films  or  photo- 
graphs permitted  were  those  taken  out- 
side the  Parliament  buildings. 

Elsa  Lanchester,  wife  of  Charles 
Laughton,  who  made  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  Princess  during  the  showing 
of  “The  Beachcomber,”  has  sailed  to  re- 
join her  husband  in  England  . . . Pathe 
News  is  providing  McGill  University  with 
a hockey  rink  in  order  to  film  the  Mc- 
Gill first  squad  in  action.  The  rink  is 
outdoors  on  McGill  grounds  and  realizes 
an  ambition  cherished  for  years  by  Major 
D.  Stuart  Forbes.  Pathe  is  bearing  all 
expenses. 

Robert  Taylor  has  achieved  new  fame  as 
a gastronomic  epicure.  In  “A  Gourmet’s 
Year,”  a diary  presented  to  patrons  of  the 
London  Trocadero,  he  is  quoted  as  ad- 
mitting that  “eating  is  one  of  life’s  big 

(Continued  on  page  89) 
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J^AYOR  JOHN  QUEEN,  just  returned 
from  a trip  to  Hollywood,  gave  mem- 
bers of  the  Manitoba  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitor’s Ass’n  his  impressions  of  the  film 
capital,  at  the  monthly  meeting  held  in 
the  St.  Regis.  S.  Hart  Green,  counsel  for 
R.  Bessler  in  the  Park  Theatre  case,  spoke 
on  the  technical  aspects  of  the  case  and 
the  appeal  of  the  lA  productionists,  both 
of  which  were  lost  by  the  LA.  A.  E.  Mc- 
Ginley,  film  critic  of  the  Winnipeg 
Tribune,  was  also  a guest. 

Decision  of  the  Exhibitors’  Ass’n  to  can- 
cel showings  of  midnight  shows  in  the  in- 
terests of  public  welfare  vxls  infringed  by 
the  State  Theatre  which  was  the  only 
house  in  the  city  last  week  to  have  a mid- 
night run.  The  State  is  not  a member  of 
the  association. 

The  Capitol  is  now  back  to  the  custo- 
mar5'  Thursday  openings.  Exploiting 

Ottawa  Attendance 
Average  Highest 

Ottawa — While  the  average  attendance 
at  the  1,047  theatres  in  the  Dominion  for 
the  whole  year  is  28  per  cent  of  actual 
seating  capacity,  figures  compiled  for  the 
capital  city  of  Ottawa  show  that  the  13 
local  cinemas  are  doing  better  than  aver- 
age, the  subsequent  run  houses  having  an 
even  higher  standing  than  the  first-run 
palaces. 

Potential  admissions  at  the  13  theatres 
for  the  year  are  12,649,856  while  the  ac- 
tual total  admissions  are  3,965,287,  or  an 
average  of  31.3  per  cent  compared  with 
the  national  figure  of  28  per  cent.  The 
four  first-run  theatres  have  an  average 
yearly  attendance  of  25  per  cent,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  data;  six  second-run 
theatres  show  an  average  of  36.3  per  cent 
while  third  and  subsequent  runs  have  run 
up  a score  of  40  per  cent. 

Paid  attendance  at  the  four  first-run 
houses,  Capitol,  Regent,  Centre  and  Elgin 
theatres,  totaled  1,540,254  for  the  year; 
the  six  second-run  houses  played  to  1,- 
729,609  patrons  while  the  three  neigh- 
borhood theatres  had  695,424  admissions. 
The  total  seating  capacity  of  the  13  the- 
atres is  12,524. 

Total  receipts  for  the  13  Ottawa  the- 
atres was  $904,900,  as  compared  with 
$888,900  for  the  previous  year  or  an  in- 
crease of  1.8  per  cent.  The  average  local 
admission  price  is  22.8  cents,  as  compared 
with  the  all-Canadian  average  of  24.2 
cents  and  the  average  for  all  Ontario 
theatres  of  25.2  cents.  Paid  admissions 
at  Ottawa  theatres  increased  1.1  per  cent 
for  the  year,  indicating  only  a very  slight 
average  increase  in  the  ticket  cost  with 
the  total  revenue  advance  being  only  a 
little  above  the  increase  in  attendance. 

The  average  price  of  admissions  for  all 
cities  is  lowest  in  St.  John,  N.  B.,  at  19.1 
cents  and  highest  at  Sudbury,  Ont.,  at 
28.3  cents.  Other  cities  are  as  follows: 


“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,”  Capitol  Man- 
ager Harold  Bishop  distributed  15,000 
heralds  through  the  medium  of  Liberty 
magazine,  mounted  24  sheets  on  trucks, 
utilized  radio  and  a strong  newspaper  cam- 
paign to  give  the  film  a fine  buildup. 

Eddie  Newman  of  the  Lyceum  tied  up 
"Garden  of  the  Moon’’  with  the  Winnipeg 
Piano  Co.,  plugging  the  song  hits  of  the 
film. 

Harold  Bishop  invited  executive  mem- 
bers of  the  Winnipeg  Winter  Club  to  see 
“Zero  Girl,”  a short  featuring  Evelyn 
Chandler,  the  woman  skater.  Notices 
posted  in  skating  rinks  through  the  city 
helped  publicize  the  short. 

William  Novak  of  the  Capitol,  Regina, 
was  in  the  city  for  the  funeral  of  his 
father.  The  deceased  was  grandfather  of 
Nestor  Novak  of  the  Winnipeg  Capitol. 


Toronto,  24.9  cents;  Montreal,  22  cents; 
Hamilton,  22.8  cents;  London,  26  cents; 
Winnipeg,  22.9  cents;  Vancouver,  22.3 
cents:  Calgary,  25.4  cents;  Regina,  26.5 
cents;  Edmonton,  25.6  cents;  Windsor, 
Ont.,  23  cents;  Halifax,  24  cents;  Quebec 
City,  21.5  cents. 

New  Brims  wick  has  the  lowest  price 
average  for  any  province  of  21.9  cents 
while  Prince  Edward  Island  stands  high- 
est with  27.9  cents  and  Alberta  the  next 
highest  province  with  26  cents,  with  Sas- 
katchewan just  above  Ontario  at  25.5 
cents.  British  Columbia  averaged  23.6 
cents  and  Quebec  had  22.8  cents  despite 
the  fact  that  there  are  no  juvenile  ad- 
missions with  all  children  under  16  years 
of  age  being  banned  from  all  moving  pic- 
ture theatres. 


Burden  of  Hidden  Taxes 
Rapped  by  Publisher 

Toronto — In  an  impassioned  plea  for  a 
reduction  in  administration  costs  of  fed- 
eral, provincial  and  municipal  govern- 
ments to  effect  taxation  relief  for  the  com- 
mon people,  C.  George  McCullagh,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  de- 
clared in  a speech  that  “the  tragedy  is 
that  most  of  the  taxes  are  levied  indirectly 
and  this  prevents  you  from  seeing  how 
much  of  your  weekly  earnings  is  actually 
being  spent  to  maintain  governments.” 
There  were  as  many  as  110  different 
forms  of  taxes  which  added  to  the  cost  of 
living. 

Using  moving  picture  entertainment  as 
one  example,  Mr.  McCullagh  declared; 
“Every  time  you  go  to  a picture  show  and 
buy  four  tickets  for  your  family,  you  have 
paid  for  one  for  a government  man.  This 
is  invisible  taxation  but  the  people  who 
live  at  your  expense  are  very  much  alive 
and  get  the  first  helping.”  He  urged  that 
if  the  tax  bills  were  cut  in  half,  the  natural 
spending  by  the  people  of  their  own  money 
would  create  sufficient  industrial  activity 
to  take  up  the  slack  and  the  effect  would 
be  the  solution  of  the  unemployment 
problem. 


VAMCOUVIER 

MRS.  J.  GIBSON,  the  Langley,  Langley 
Prairie,  slipped  while  getting  out  of 
the  ambulance  in  which  she  was  riding 
to  visit  her  son  at  the  TranquiUe,  B.  C, 
Hospital  and  so  injured  her  ankle  that  she 
had  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  in  New 
Westminster. 

G.  G.  Baiss,  Capitol  Theatre,  Duncan,  B. 
C.,  was  in  this  city  with  his  wife  attend- 
ing to  some  booking,  with  emphasis  on 
"Snow  White’’  which  he  is  preparing  to 
show  a second  time.  He  says  his  son  is 
gradually  recovering  from  his  accident  and 
is  able  to  bestride  a horse  once  more,  pro- 
viding it  is  gentle. 

Dave  Griesdorf  is  in  Vancouver  on  a 
visit  and  is  renewing  his  acquaintance 
with  Pilmrow  and  the  exhibitors.  Dave 
used  to  be  in  charge  here  of  the  UA  of- 
fice, but  remarked  that  there  were  11 
more  theatres  than  when  he  used  to  make 
the  calls. 

Willis  Dewees,  Theatre  Enterprises,  is 
back  from  his  trip  south,  rested  up  and 
ready  to  tackle  the  next  problem. 

Jim  Patterson,  20th-Fox,  assembled  a 
number  of  the  local  exhibitors  for  a pri- 
vate showing  of  “Jesse  James”  in  the 
Pilmrow  projection  theatre.  It  was  well 
received  and  should  be  a drawing  card 
for  those  who  Uke  action  hot  off  the 
stove. 

Babe  Corval,  new  Warner  local  man- 
ager, looked  very  serious  as  he  made  out 
a route  card  for  his  first  trip  into  the  in- 
terior. This  business  of  starting  out  to 
make  new  friends,  and  hold  old  custo- 
mers, is  always  somewhat  bewildering  to 
which  Frank  Vaughan,  new  manager  of 
the  Empire  Universal,  will  add  an  em- 
phatic "Aye.” 

Frank  Gow,  Famous  Players,  is  another 
who  is  braving  winter  weather  on  a tour 
of  the  Province,  but  it  has  to  be  done. 

"Sweethearts”  is  off  for  its  second  week 
at  the  Capitol  with  crowded  houses,  and 
"The  Young  in  Heart”  is  set  for  a good 
run  at  the  Plaza. 

Harold  Warren,  the  Capitol,  Port  Al- 
berni,  was  in  the  city,  just  keeping  in 
touch  with  things. 


Dominions  Viceroy  Goes 
To  See  "Sweethearts" 

Ottawa  — Although  Nelson  Eddy  and 
Jeanette  MacDonald  probably  do  not 
realize  it,  they  have  enjoyed  the  dis- 
tinguished patronage  of  Their  Excellencies 
the  Governor  General  of  Canada  and  Lady 
Tweedsmuir. 

The  Viceroy  of  the  Dominion  took  time 
off  from  his  numerous  official  duties  in 
connection  with  the  current  sitting  of 
Parliament  to  attend  a performance  of 
“Sweethearts”  at  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Ot- 
tawa, accompanied  by  an  official  party 
of  guests  and  attended  by  members  of 
their  staff  from  government  house. 
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Cut! 


Ottawa  — The  song-and-story  angle  to 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  has 
come  to  a termination,  it  is  announced  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  famed  Mounties 
by  Commissioner  S.  T.  Wood,  Ottawa, 
which  was  tabled  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  Hon.  J.  A.  Lapointe,  Canadian 
minister  of  justice. 

“The  tendency  to  expect  the  force  to  be 
something  in  the  nature  of  a traveling 
circus  has  reached  its  limit  and  is  seri- 
ously interfering  with  the  more  important 
duties  of  crime  prevention  and  detection. 
However,  once  the  public  is  made  aware 
of  the  fact  that  such  activities  are  looked 
upon  with  disfavor  it  will  no  doubt  help 
to  lessen  the  tendency,”  declared  the  re- 
port. 

In  other  words,  the  Canadian  Mounties 
are  cutting  out  the  show  and  will  concern 
themselves  with  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Arctic  and  other  scattered  sections  of  the 
Dominion.  In  future,  the  R.C.M.P.  will  not 
lend  itself  to  the  work  of  making  colorful 
action  films  in  Hollywood  or  elsewhere 
and  will  not  cooperate  in  theatre  exploita- 
tion— on  the  ground  that  the  force  has  a 
job  to  do  and  a reputation  to  maintain. 
Therefore,  if  there  are  any  more  Mountie 
pictures  to  be  made,  they  will  have  to  be 
produced  without  the  collaboration  of  the 
R.C.M.P. 


Challenges  Jurisdiction 
In  a British  Action 

New  York — Paramount— the  parent 
company — has  no  theatre  business  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland,  and  therefore  is  not  with- 
in jurisdiction  of  the  English  courts,  the 
company  declares  in  its  suit  seeking  to 
restrain  Ben  Blumenthal  from  prosecuting 
an  action  instituted  in  London. 

Blumenthal’s  suit,  brought  in  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  alleges  Paramount  breached  an 
agreement  whereby  he  was  to  act  exclu- 
sively as  agent  in  the  proposed  sale  of  a 
group  of  houses  controlled  by  a sub- 
sidiary. The  summons  was  issued  by  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  King’s  Bench  Di- 
vision, and  subsequently  served  on  Austin 
C.  Keough,  Paramount  vice-president  and 
general  counsel. 

The  gist  of  Paramount’s  argument,  in 
its  counter-suit  for  a temporary  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  Blumenthal  from  prose- 
cuting his  action  in  England,  is  that  all 
negotiations  leading  to  the  proposed  trans- 
action were  held  in  New  York  and  “any 
cause  of  action,  therefore,  arose  here.” 

Paramount  states  it  is  willing  to  accept 
service  if  the  action  is  instituted  in  New 
York,  as  the  company  would  suffer  “ir- 
reparable injury”  if  required  to  engage 
counsel  in  England. 


Book  French  Film 

Toronto — Impelled  by  a declared  need 
for  product,  Goldhar  and  Soloway,  pro- 
prietors of  the  recently  constructed  Ave- 
nue Theatre,  presented  a French  language 
feature,  “Club  des  Femmes,”  as  the  regu- 
lar week’s  run.  The  booking  marks  the 
first  time  a French  film  has  played  a reg- 
ular run  in  Toronto’s  English  sector. 


Newsreel  Makers  May  Get 
A Tariff  Concession 

Ottawa — The  Canadian  government  will 
waive  the  regulations  of  the  customs  and 
excise  division  of  the  department  of  na- 
tional revenue  regarding  the  entry  into 
the  Dominion  of  sound  trucks  of  recog- 
nized newsreel  companies  for  the  tour 
of  King  George  and  Queen  Elizabeth  next 
May  and  June,  according  to  preliminary 
announcement  in  government  circles  re- 
garding arrangements  for  the  royal  visit. 

If  the  conditions  are  waived,  it  will  mean 
that  mobile  news  units  will  be  able  to 
cross  into  Canada  from  the  United  States 
without  payment  of  duty  on  trucks  and 
film-making  equipment  which  is  normally 
required  under  protective  tariff  measures. 
Such  duty  would  ordinarily  mean  a pay- 
ment of  some  $12,000  on  truck  and  appara- 
tus but  this  assessment  would  be  cancelled 
temporarily  in  the  interests  of  internation- 
al goodwill  and  because  of  the  importance 
of  the  event.  The  tariff  regulation  was 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  a 
topical  film  business  in  the  Dominion. 
Official  announcement  of  the  concession 
will  be  made  in  due  course. 

Newsreel  companies  still  must  seek  per- 
mission from  the  respective  provincial  gov- 
ernments for  the  operation  of  a commercial 
vehicle  without  payment  of  the  heavy  an- 
nual license  fee. 


Music  Royalties  Concern 
Broadcasters  at  Meet 

Toronto — The  annual  convention  of  the 
Canadian  Association  of  Broadcasters 
which  opened  Monday  at  the  Royal  York 
Hotel,  Toronto,  for  a three-day  session 
with  delegates  on  hand  literally  from  coast 
to  coast,  spent  considerable  time  in  deal- 
ing with  the  music  royalty  situation  as 
applied  by  the  Canadian  Performing  Right 
Society,  Ltd.,  which  had  been  striving  to 
make  a substantial  increase  in  the  annual 
license  fees  for  radio  stations  in  the 
Dominion. 

It  was  found  that  the  CAB,  which  is 
made  up  of  independent  broadcasting 
studios,  had  much  the  same  problem  as 
the  film  industry  and  there  had  been 
valuable  cooperation  between  the  two. 
One  of  those  consulted  in  connection  with 
the  CAB  convention  was  Col.  John  A. 
Cooper,  president  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Distributors  of  Canada,  Toronto,  whose 
long  experience  in  copyright,  taxation  and 
legislative  matters  has  made  him  an  au- 
thority on  business  procedure. 

The  Canadian  film  interests  also  dis- 
played attention  to  the  discussion  on  radio 
censorship  with  the  federal  government, 
through  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp., 
placing  increasing  restrictions  on  freedom 
of  speech  and  the  expression  of  views, 
radical  and  otherwise. 


WB  to  Release  Four 

Hollywood — February  -releases  by  War- 
ner Bros,  include  “Torchy  Blane  in  China- 
town,” “Wings  of  the  Navy,”  “Nancy  Drew, 
Reporter,”  and  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter.” 


(Continued  from  page  87) 
pleasures.”  His  favorite  dish  in  England 
was  steak  and  onions  with  lots  of  gravy. 

The  Plaza  Theatre  at  Tilbury,  Ont., 
does  things  in  style.  Celebrating  installa- 
tion of  new  seats  there  was  a stage  show 
and  an  official  opening  by  the  local  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  Hon.  W.  A.  Gordon. 

London  cinemas  have  taken  the  lead  in 
protesting  against  an  increase  in  adver- 
tising rates  by  the  Daily  Express.  Rates 
which  were  11/-  for  two  line  theatre  ads 
with  7/-  for  each  extra  line  have  been  in- 
creased to  12/6d  for  the  first  two  lines 
and  15/-  for  each  additional  line,  which 
makes  advertising  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic seem  cheap. 

Good  film  pages  are  being  advocated  for 
country  weeklies  in  order  to  keep  the 
younger  readers.  A film  page  has  every- 
thing on  the  credit  side  and  nothing  on 
the  debit  side.  It  is  an  uncostly  service 
and  brings  in  advertising  revenue,  as  well 
as  increasing  circulation. 

Not  many  theatres  can  combine  the 
posts  of  manager  and  house  physician. 
This,  however,  is  the  case  with  the  Corona 
Theatre,  a United  Amusement  house  in 
Montreal,  whose  manager  is  Dr.  Leo  Var- 
dec  . . . There  is  some  talk  of  a new  front 
for  the  Granada,  east  end  house  of  the 
United  Amusement,  which  is  managed  by 
popular  Nick  Lazanis. 

Feature  of  the  most  recent  issue  of 
British  Movietone  News  is  a thrilling  film 
of  the  Voortrekker  Centenary  Celebrations 
in  South  Africa,  recalling  the  great  trek 
a hundred  years  ago  when  the  Boers 
traveled  a thousand  miles  by  wagons, 
taking  their  herds  with  them  and  fight- 
ing their  way  through  hostile  country. 

W.  A.  Brown,  Paramount’s  Province  of 
Quebec  manager,  reports  that  business  is 
already  coming  in  loell  for  the  Paramount 
Drive  which  starts  February  26  ...  In 
Malatric,  mining  town  in  northern  Que- 
bec, the  motion  picture  business  is  25  per 
cent  ahead  of  last  year,  Charles  Magnan, 
proprietor  of  the  Malartic,  reports. 

Phil  Maurice,  the  new  manager  of 
Loew’s,  arranged  a midnight  show  Janu- 
ary 20  to  aid  the  Milk  Fund  campaign  of 
the  Canadian  Progress  Club.  A large 
audience  helped  the  cause  . . . Motion  pic- 
tures of  the  latest  developments  in  air 
transportation  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States  were  shown  to  the  sup- 
per club  of  Montreal  junior  board  of 
trade. 

The  speech  from  the  throne  at  the 
opening  of  Quebec  legislature  disappointed 
theatre  owners  by  making  no  mention  of 
impending  legislation  to  amend  the  law 
prohibiting  admission  of  juveniles  under 
16  to  theatres  in  the  province.  This  legis- 
lation had  been  forecast  by  ministers  of 
the  Quebec  government. 


Veiller  to  "Passage" 

Hollywood  — Anthony  Veiller  scripts 
“Disputed  Passage”  for  Paramount  from 
the  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  novel. 
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No  Manitoba  Curb 
On  "Mamlock" 

Winnipeg — Despite  the  plea  of  the  Ger- 
man consul-general  at  Ottawa  that  the 
Russian  anti-Nazi  film,  “Professor  Mam- 
lock,”  be  banned  in  the  Dominion,  the 
picture  is  scheduled  to  play  here  at  the 
Orpheum  starting  February  1.  It  was 
passed  by  the  Manitoba  censor  board  be- 
fore the  letters  asking  its  suppression 
was  received,  and  it  is  understood  the 
board  will  not  alter  its  decision. 

The  German  consul-general.  Dr.  E. 
Windels,  objected  to  all  provincial  censor 
boards  that  the  picture  “does  not  repre- 
sent conditions  as  they  are  in  Germany.” 
In  the  letter  he  styled  himself  as  “consul- 
general,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary.” 

In  Ontario  the  censor  board  agreed  to 
cut  certain  features  of  the  film.  Other 
boards  merely  acknowledged  receipt  of 
Dr.  Winders  letter.  In  Ottawa,  Dr.  Gra- 
now,  vice-consul  general,  said:  “We  had 
knowledge  of  the  film  coming  as  it  had 
been  in  New  York.  It  is  the  English  ver- 
sion of  a play  produced  by  the  Communists 
in  Russia  to  stir  up  bad  feeling  against 


p^OBODY  will  be  surprised  if  Saint  John 
makes  Empire-Universal’s  “Gerry” 
Hoyt,  RKO’s  “Ernie”  Whelpley  and  UA’s 
George  Heiber  honorary  members  of  the 
fire  department.  As  they  passed  the  store- 
front of  an  uptown  building  the  other 
night  Mr.  Hoyt  saw  flames  shooting  up 
inside,  and  rushed  into  the  next-door  tea 
room  of  N.  A.  Vassis  and  Alex  Demerson 
to  ’phone  the  firemen,  who  arrived  in  time 
to  confine  the  fire  largely  to  the  one  build- 
ing. Tlie  families  of  Messrs.  Vassis  and 
Demerson,  operators  of  the  Empire  the- 
atres in  Saint  John  and  Halifax,  were  tem- 
porarily forced  out  of  their  homes  by  the 
dense  smoke. 

It  will  he  good  news  to  theatremen  in 
many  parts  of  Canada  to  know  that  J.  M. 
Franklin,  of  the  Franklin  & Herschorn 
circuit,  has  sufficiently  recovered  to  he  re- 
moved from  the  hospital  to  his  home  in 
Samt  John  after  his  protracted  illness. 
Later  he  plans  to  take  a trip  south  to  re- 
cuperate. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Staples  of  St. 
Stephen  were  in  Saint  John  to  attend  the 
Rotary  ball  . . . Another  Filmrow  visitor 
was  “Hal”  Parker  of  the  Capitol,  Yar- 
mouth, N.  S.  The  managing  director  of 
that  theatre,  S.  E.  O’Brien,  and  Mrs. 
O’Brien  expect  to  be  away  six  weeks  on 
their  California  trip. 

Following  their  engagement  at  the  Gar- 
rick, Halifax,  the  London  Repertory  Co. 
players  are  to  arrive  in  Saint  John  January 
29  to  appear  at  the  Capitol  and  later  will 
tour  the  British  West  Indies  and  the  Canal 
Zone.  Three  members  of  the  cast,  taking 
curtain  calls  at  the  Garrick  one  night,  were 
startled  when  several  small  pieces  of  con- 
crete fell  on  the  stage  near  them — the 


Germany  and  we  think  its  presentation 
should  not  be  permitted.” 

In  Winnipeg,  the  film  will  play  the 
Orpheum  for  four  days,  then  will  go  to 
the  Times. 

Prank  Morriss,  film  critic  of  the  Winni- 
peg Free  Press,  quotes  the  New  Outlook, 
official  organ  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  on  the  Russian  film.  Says  Mor- 
riss: 

“Picked  by  New  York  critics  as  one  of 
the  finest  foreign  films  of  the  year,  and 
widely  hailed  as  a forthright  and  honest 
portrayal  of  conditions  as  they  exist  in 
Nazi  Germany,  ‘Professor  Mamlock,’  a 
Russian-made  film,  has  been  attracting 
great  attention  in  recent  months. 

“Even  the  New  Outlook,  the  official 
organ  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  a 
publication  which  rarely  deals  with  films, 
gives  it  glowing  account. 

“ ‘The  most  terrifying  thing  about  the 
picture,’  says  the  New  Outlook,  ‘is  the  fact 
that,  as  those  have  followed  the  news  from 
Germany  know,  it  is  but  a mild  version 
of  the  awful  truth. 

“ ‘A  picture  of  this  kind  is  long  over- 
due,’ the  periodical  adds.  'The  cast  in- 
cludes many  of  Russia’s  most  noted  play- 
ers, and  both  acting  and  direction  are 
done  with  that  realistic  and  convincing 
power  in  which  the  Russians  are  un- 
excelled’.” 


weight  on  a drop  curtain  had  siiagged  on 
the  water-curtain  pipeline  and  the  chips 
were  dislodged  from  where  metal  supports 
of  the  weight  are  inserted  in  the  concrete 
ivall. 

“Herb”  Wisener  of  the  Capitol,  Pictou, 
N.  S.,  whose  house  recently  was  renovated, 
has  signed  for  the  1938-39  M-G-M  output 
. . . Tlie  Gaiety,  Fairville,  N.  B.,  was  the 
scene  of  a benefit  screen  and  amateur  show 
for  the  unemployed  of  that  hard-hit  com- 
munity . . . “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
is  still  running  strong  in  the  Maritimes 
with  extended  runs  everywhere,  reports  J. 
Lieberman  of  Maritime  Film  Co.  . . . Mrs. 
J.  Lieberman  has  been  convalescing  at  her 
home  after  a severe  cold. 

Joh7i  H.  Pratt,  a Saint  John  hoy  who 
moved  to  the  United  States  and  was  well 
known  years  ago  in  grand  opera,  musical 
comedy  and  films,  died  recently  in  Los 
Angeles.  Of  late  years  he  had  operated 
a music  school.  Present-generation  fans 
remember  him  best  in  his  role  of  the  sing- 
ing Sheik  in  “The  Desert  Song,”  which 
opened  the  Saint  John  Capitol  under  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  management  and 
introduced  “talkies”  to  that  city,  10  years 
ago. 

'The  short,  “Youth  Marches  On,”  made 
in  the  Canadian  West,  was  acclaimed  in 
the  Halifax  press  as  “a  film  with  a message 
of  cheer  for  the  depressed,  the  unemployed, 
and  the  regular  theatre  patron”  ...  A de- 
bate was  held  recently  at  Digby,  N.  S..  on 
the  theme,  “Resolved,  that  motion  pictures 
are  beneficial  to'  the  general  public,”  and 
the  affirmative  won  handily. 

Saint  John  Theatreman  W.  H.  Golding, 
who  has  “discovered”  many  successful 


Earlq  Film  Days  in 
Galt  Reviewed 

Galt,  Ont. — Using  the  opening  of  the 
new  Grand  Theatre  by  Famous  Players 
under  the  management  of  James  P.  Mc- 
Donough as  inspiration,  the  Galt  Reporter 
dug  back  into  the  memories  of  residents 
to  produce  data  on  early  theatres  and  pic- 
tures with  the  following  results: 

“The  first  drama  film  billed  here,  if 
some  local  memories  are  correct,  was  ‘The 
Great  Train  Robbeiy,’  shown  on  what 
v/ere  called  the  Odeon  grounds,  a vacant 
lot  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Grand 
Avenue  N.  and  North  Square  St.,  then  sur- 
rounded by  a high  board  fence.  It  was  a 
real  thriller,  offered  by  John  Green,  na- 
tive Galtonian,  in  a tent  as  a traveling 
show.  Perhaps  we  would  ridicule  it  today 
but  it  was  the  wonder  and  talk  of  the 
town  for  days  then. 

“Many  Galt  citizens  can  look  back  to 
the  time  when  there  were  three  movie 
shows  operating  in  Galt:  The  Star,  located 
where  Barton’s  store  now  stands  on  Main 
street;  the  Lyceum,  which  was  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Royal  Bank  on  Main; 
and  the  Temple  (now  the  Grand) . Scott’s 
Opera  House  was  then  presenting  road 
shows  and  occasionally  a moving  picture 
program  . . . 

“And  now,  with  the  opening  of  the  new 
Grand  Theatre,  Galt,  is  the  best  equipped 
city  of  its  size  in  Canada  in  the  matter  of 
picture  theatres,  having  regard  to  capital 
invested,  comfort  and  luxuriousness  of 
fittings,  attractive  appearance,  seating 
capacity  and  up-to-dateness  of  sound  and 
projection  equipment. 

“Incidentally,  developments  in  the  the- 
atre business  here  have  helped  the  appear- 
ance of  Galt  materially.  The  unsightly  old 
Scott’s  has  been  replaced  by  an  attractive 
memorial  plot,  the  Capitol  covers  the  ruins 
of  the  old  Imperial  Hotel  while  the  Grand 
replaces  the  out-of-date  front  of  the  old 
Regent  and  achieves,  in  a modern  and 
contrasting  way,  appropriateness  as  a 
neighbor  to  Galt’s  attractive  new  post- 
office.” 


To  Start  Nazi  Story 

Hollywood — Anatole  Litvak  has  re- 
turned here  from  New  York  to  start  direc- 
tion of  WB’s  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy.” 


young  artists,  has  a new  protege  in  a New 
Denmark,  N.  B.,  immigrant  hoy  upon  whose 
talent  with  landscape  work  the  press  has 
commented  . . . Mr.  Golding  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Dominion  Drama  Festival  re- 
gional committee,  under  whose  auspices 
competitions  were  held  recently  in  Saint 
John  and  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

A.  J.  Mason  of  the  Capitol,  Springhill, 
N.  S.,  was  recently  named  to  a committee 
which  was  to  take  up  Nova  Scotia’s  eco- 
nomic problems  with  Ottawa  . . . Larry 
Graburn,  manager  of  the  Halifax  Capitol, 
addressed  the  Halifax  Council  of  'Women 
on  “Films,”  describing  the  problems  which 
confront  theatre  managers  in  their  efforts 
to  please  all  patrons. 
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State  of  the  Nation — 1939 

RKO  (March  of  Time)  18  Minutes 
Next  to  a whispering  campaign,  which 
couldn’t  do  the  job  nearly  so  dramatically, 
this  reel  may  do  more  to  instill  in  the 
minds  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everybody  a feel- 
ing of  security  than  the  most  energetic 
“promote  Americanism”  drive.  Of  course, 
it  is  designed  for  Americans.  It  probably 
won’t  be  popular  in  dictator-controUed 
countries  because  it  depicts  the  United 
States  as  a country  still  ruled  by  its  peo- 
ple. And  do  the  people  like  the  way 
the  U.  S.  is  being  ruled?  Dozen  of  scenes 
purport  to  show  that,  with  the  exception 
of  objections  from  private  business  which 
says  it  wants  to  be  left  alone,  the  rank 
and  file  approve  of  President  Roosevelt 
and  his  New  Deal.  In  fact,  the  material 
selected  paints  a tribute  to  Roosevelt  and 
his  policies.  It  also  paints  a pretty  picture 
for  Fortune,  whose  nationwide  surveys  are 
the  basis  for  what  the  nation  is  thinking 
in  terms  of  national  issues.  But — and  as 
incredible  as  it  may  seem — the  picture 
of  a young  child  surrounded  by  her  fam- 
ily, eating  a family  dinner  without  the  ogre 
of  totalitarianism  enveloping  the  scene  im- 
parts the  real  meaning  of  a free  country 
as  nothing  else  could.  The  entire  subject 
is  shot  through  with  pertinent  scenes 
and  off-screen  dialogue  to  make  it  a fine 
document  of  the  tenets  of  freedom. 


Alfalfa's  Aunt 

M-G-M  (Our  Gang  Comedy)  11  Minutes 
So  much  obvious  effort  has  gone  into 
trying  to  make  this  furmy  that  it  just 
doesn’t  come  off.  The  situations  are 
neither  original,  spontaneous  nor  typical 
of  youngsters,  especially  of  two  new  mem- 
bers so  young  they  don’t  comprehend 
what’s  going  on.  Alfalfa,  featured  above 
Spanky  McFarland,  finds  himself  spend- 
ing the  evening  at  home  with  a chochety 
aunt  who  thinks  she  knows  how  to  write 
murder  mysteries.  She  drops  a page  of  her 
story  accidentally.  Alfalfa  picks  it  up,  and 
immediately  construes  that  he’s  going  to 
be  murdered.  He  calls  in  the  gang  to 
“save”  him  and  that’s  where  most  of  the 
fun  is  supposed  to  happen,  but  doesn’t. 


Double  Diving 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  8 Minutes 
This  is  just  about  the  last  word  in  fancy 
diving.  The  approach  used  here  is  two 
experts,  their  movements  perfectly  syn- 
chronized, performing  a breath-taking 
repertoire  of  dives  simultaneously.  The 
men  are  “Dutch”  Smith  and  Farid  Sumai- 
ka,  the  latter  Egyptian  Olympic  champion 
and  now  professional,  as  is  Smith.  What 
these  two  do  from  the  10  and  34-foot  plat- 
forms is  something  short  of  bewildering. 
They  are  grace  personified,  at  the  same 
time  performing  what  is  considered  in 
aquatic  circles  to  be  the  most  hazardous 
types  of  dives.  As  usual,  where  Pete  Smith 


Once  Over  Lightly 

M-G-M  (Musical)  19  Minutes 

This  gets  the  ball-bearing  toothbrush 
for  the  whackiest,  most  original  and 
laugh-infested  effort  of  this  and  many 
recent  past  weeks.  The  performance  of 
Billy  Gilbert,  football  coach  of  "Howe 
E.  Clipton"  barber  college,  is  only 
second  to  the  deliciously  screwball 
script.  The  conception  of  Clipton  and 
Bearsley  colleges  vying  with  each 
other  for  supremacy  in  the  tonsorial  art, 
with  a football  game  deciding  the  is- 
sue is  a brief  idea  of  how  nutty  the 
whole  affair  is.  There's  a football  field, 
and  about  75,000  spectators  and  the 
usual,  but  burlesqued  build-up  of  the 
hero  flunking  his  examinations  and 
heaps  of  other  corking  comedy  twists. 
There's  a male  chorus  of  22  bearded 
gents,  Dixie  Dunbar  and  Johnny  Downs 
to  vocalize — and  the  payoff.  This  is 
the  game  itself,  not  football,  but  22 
barber  chairs  containing  22  bearded 
gents  and  22  “players,"  the  contest  go- 
ing to  the  "team"  that  shaves  the  mops 
of  hair  first.  From  beginning  to  end 
it's  a delight  to  the  eyes  and  the  laugh 
organs. 


is  concerned,  a stooge  is  on  hand  for  com- 
edy relief.  The  “business”  written  for  him 
is  climaxed  with  a pip  gag,  while  Smith 
winds  up  his  comments  with  a burlesque  of 
James  FitzPatrick’s  usual  parting  mouth- 
ings.  Altogether,  a grand  reel. 


Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

Paramount  (Fleischer  Cartoon)  7 Minutes 
Betty  Boop’Si  escapades  with  her  dog. 
Pudgy,  and  an  obnoxious  admirer  during 
a winter  sports  sojourn  follow  the  usual 
and  trite  pattern  for  this  sort  of  thing. 
'The  animators  have  bent  over  backwards 
in  creating  a lot  of  silly  business  on  skates 
and  skiis  until  the  inevitable  chase  and 
rescue,  with  Pudgy  being  saved  from  drop- 
ping over  a cliff. 


Paramount  Pictorial 

Paramount  (P8-6)  10  Minutes 

Three  widely  diversified  sequences  make 
up  this  interesting  reel.  The  first  deals 
with  Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony  in 
tropical  Africa.  Most  of  the  footage  cen- 
ters about  Nairobi,  the  capital  city  and  a 
higlily  attractive  and  fascinating  one,  at 
that.  Then  a bit  that  the  ever-growing 
legion  of  horse  lovers  will  dote  over.  It 
shows  the  accessories  a rider  would  require 
if  he  or  she  was  in  earnest  about  this  sport. 
Closing  shot  takes  in  Stan  Shaw,  whose 
all-night  radio  program  of  dance  record- 
ings has  taken  the  fancy  of  metropolitan 
midnight  oil  burners. 


Singapore  and  Jahore 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick)  9 Minutes 

The  color  camera  does  a splendid  job 
here,  but  in  nine  brief  moments  hardly 
captures  the  life  of  this  ancient  city  and  its 
people.  It  is  more  of  a glossary  of  the 
more  historic  objects  as  contrasted  with 
new  buildings  and  modern  processes.  There 
are  a number  of  interesting  shots  of  the 
harbor,  traffic  regulations,  shops,  new 
highways,  etc.  Also  of  Jahore,  its  beauti- 
ful gardens,  the  Sultan  and  his  personal 
army.  FitzPatrick,  in  his  offscreen  dia- 
logue, brings  out  some  interesting  data. 


Land  of  Inca  Memories 

Paramount  (Color  Cruise)  10  Minutes 
Relics  of  the  ancient  civilization  of  the 
Incas  are  reproduced  here  in  a series  of 
gorgeous  color  shots.  The  fabulous  land 
of  a people  who  apparently  had  an  ad- 
vanced civilization  many  himdreds  of 
years  ago  makes  an  absorbing  subject  for 
the  armchair  traveler.  The  highlands  of 
Bolivia  and  Peru,  ruins  of  ancient  forts, 
curious  architecture,  astronomical  observ- 
atories and  the  fascinating  types  of  peo- 
ple who  inhabit  the  land  are  vastly  en- 
tertaining. Cinecolor  is  the  process. 


Unusual  Occupations 

Paramount  (L8-4)  10  Minutes 

A group  of  shots  in  Cinecolor  taking  in 
a wide  variety  of  odd  endeavors,  serious 
and  otherwise.  'There’s  a London  news- 
boy with  but  one  daily  customer,  the  King; 
a woman  who  makes  feathered  flowers;  a 
class  of  attractive  young  girls  learning 
the  profession  of  drum-majoring;  a new 
screen  makeup  as  devised  by  Lucien  Lit- 
tlefield, and  a bit  of  Buck  Jones  and  his 
hobby  of  making  streamlined  autos  out  of 
old  models. 


Shorts  on  Americas 

Hollywood — James  A.  FitzPatrick’s  en- 
tire output  of  shorts  for  the  coming  sea- 
son at  M-G-M  will  deal  only  with  the  two 
Americas. 
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Selling 


Barnjmore  Speech 
Has  Tieup  Power 


Hollywood — The  speech  of  John  Barry- 
more in  “The  Great  Man  Votes”  is  such 
an  outstanding  tribute  to  the  United 
States  that  showmen  may  tie  in  profitably 
with  high  school  public  speaking  classes. 
Here,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  care 
to  use  it  in  these  hectic  times,  is  what 
Barrymore  said  to  his  townsmen  after  he 
had  cast  his  ballot: 

“This  is  Gregory  Vance”  (his  character 
in  the  screen  drama),  he  says,  “magni- 
fied briefly  by  a kindly  destiny  in  a kindly 
land.  Where  . . . greatness  is  with- 
in a people,  not  within  a man,  and  where 
any  man  who  calls  himself  great,  is  only 
looking  at  his  shadow  on  the  shoulders  of 
those  who  have  lifted  him  up.  Today  his 
own  feet  must  carry  him  . . . 

“Side  by  side  we  walk,  the  big  and  the 
little  . . . and  those  we  sometimes  call 
‘the  down  and  out’  ...  A voter  by  the 
name  of  Mr.  Whittier  once  spoke  of  that: 
. . . Today,  of  all  the  weary  year  , . . 
...  A King  of  men  am  I. 

Today  alike  are  great  and  small 
The  nameless  and  the  known. 

My  palace  is  the  people’s  hall 
The  Ballot-box  my  throne. 

“.  . . Tomorrow,  I will  be  quite  forgot- 
ten, a bit  of  shadow  glory  who,  like  the 
rest  of  you,  left  his  mark  only  in  a ballot 
box,  but  I will  be  no  less  a part  of  that 
total  greatness  because,  being  even  the 
least  in  a land  where  strength  is  so  gen- 
erous, is  greatness  in  itself.” 


Warner  and  Auto-Lite  Tie 
For  Priscilla  Lane  Ads 

New  York — Priscilla  Lane,  blonde  War- 
ner starlet,  will  be  playe..  up  in  a tieup 
effected  by  the  film  company  with  the 
Electric  Auto-Lite  Co.  of  Cleveland. 

Auto-Lite  will  plug  Warner  releases  in 
which  Miss  Lane  appears  over  a period  of 
one  year.  First  film  falling  under  the 
arrangement  is  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter,” scheduled  for  March  25  release. 

Auto-Lite  guarantees  100,000  window 
displays  in  stores  operated  by  dealers 
throughout  the  country,  with  life-size  cut- 
outs of  the  starlet  featured.  Pull  page 
ads  will  be  taken  cooperatively  in  several 
widely-circulated  national  magazines.  Au- 
to-Lite, through  dealers,  will  distribute 
over  ten  million  copies  of  a screen  maga- 
zine to  feature  Miss  Lane’s  biography. 
A wide  use  of  billboard  advertising  will  be 
employed. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  advertising  and  publicity  for 
Warner,  arranged  the  tieup  with  F.  A. 
Nealon  of  the  Cleveland  firm. 


PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Friday,  the  13th,  Angle 
Plugs  Two  Features 

Cleveland — Cards — a calling  card  and  a 
window  card,  respectively,  and  the  co- 
incidence of  Friday,  the  13th,  proved  ef- 
fective publicizers  and  business-getters  for 
Manny  Pearlstein  of  the  Warner  publicity 
department  here,  ballyhooing  the  Hippo- 
drome’s run  of  “Son  of  Frankenstein,”  and 
for  Milton  A.  Harris,  tub-thumper  for 
Loew’s,  selling  “Zaza”  at  the  State. 

Pearlstein’s  calling  cards,  generously 
scattered  and  imprinted  with  but  the  query 
“Who  Is  Dr.  F?”  and  the  Warner  exchange 
phone  number,  kept  the  Warner  operator 
busy  for  days  telling  the  inquirers  who 
“Dr.  P”  was  and  of  course  that  there 
would  be  a special  midnight  show  of  him 
Friday,  the  13th  at  the  Hippodrome. 

Harris  crashed  the  word-of-mouthers 
by  tying  in  13  downtown  stores  who  dis- 
played cards  plugging  “Zaza”  and  numbers 
which  if  matched  by  any  person  brought 
that  party  a gift  donated  by  the  merchant. 
Outside  Harris  distributed  10,000  envelopes 
imprinted  “Sh!  Friday  the  13th  May  Be 
Your  Lucky  Day,”  and  enclosed  numbered 
cards,  which  also  bore  the  names  of  the 
cooperating  merchants  where  the  lucky  one 
might  find  his  number. 

'The  next  Friday  the  13th  this  year  comes 
in  October. 


Newspaper  Yields  Space 
For  "Blondie"  Tiein 

St.  Louis — The  showing  of  “Blondie” 
at  Loew’s  enabled  Manager  “Chick”  Evens 
and  Press  Agent  Jimmy  Harris  to  accom- 
lish  the  unusual  with  the  Post- Dispatch, 
afternoon  paper.  A tiein  was  arranged  for 
the  “Blondie”  strip  on  its  daily  comic  page. 
The  newspaper  yielded  excellent  coopera- 
tive ads,  totaling  approximately  2,000  lines 
in  advance  of  the  picture’s  run. 

The  conservative  newspaper  also  used 
banners  on  each  of  its  42  delivery  trucks. 
'ITie  cost  of  printing  these  was  borne  by 
the  paper  and  the  theatre  on  a 50-50 
basis.  'The  theatre  reciprocated  the  tiein 
by  using  a lobby  display  panel  on  the 
popular  cartoon  appearing  in  the  paper 
every  day. 


Ushers  Become  "Leftists" 
For  "Blockade"  Run 

Detroit — Unique  promotion  idea  for 
“Blockade,”  the  “leftist”  film,  was  used 
by  Harry  Hoffman,  manager  of  Ray 
Schreiber’s  Majestic  Theatre  here.  Ush- 
ers were  instructed  to  vary  their  tradi- 
tional instructions  of  “to  the  right,”  by 
addressing  all  patrons  with  “to  the  left, 
please” — and  the  idea  clicked  through  its 
sheer  novelty. 


M-G-M  Contest  on 
Short  Subjects 

New  York — A couple  of  handsome  prizes 
await  a couple  of  exhibitors  “for  the  best 
execution  of  any  one  exploitation  idea 
that  has  appeared  in  Shortstory  on  any 
given  short.”  Shortstory  is  an  M-G-M 
publication  given  over  to  the  company’s 
junior  feature  product.  It  is  distributed 
gratis  to  over  13,000  exhibitors  throughout 
the  United  States. 

First  prize  is  an  all-expense  trip  via 
American  Airlines  to  either  the  M-G-M 
studios  in  Culver  City,  Cal.,  or  to  the  1939 
World’s  Fair  in  New  York.  Second  prize 
is  an  all-expense  Bermuda  cruise. 

Any  short  which  has  appeared  in  Short- 
story may  be  used  by  the  exhibitor  as  a 
subject  for  exploitation. 

Entries  must  be  substantiated  by  clip- 
pings, photographs,  etc.,  and  must  be  re- 
ceived by  Shortstory,  1540  Broadway,  New 
York,  not  later  than  midnight  of  March  1. 
Winners  will  be  announced  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  publication. 

'The  magazine’s  editorial  board,  Howard 
Dietz,  Si  Seadler,  Howard  Strickling, 
Oscar  Doob  and  Herb  Morgan,  will  judge 
the  contest. 


Plane  Stunt  Publicizes 
"Dawn  Patrol"  Run 

Watertown,  N.  Y. — Arrangements  were 
made  with  a young  flying  student  to  fly 
his  plane  to  New  York  City  and  return 
with  a print  of  “Dawn  Patrol”  when  that 
feature  was  the  attraction  at  the  Avon 
Theatre  here.  Garson  Jaffa,  manager  of 
the  theatre,  promoted  the  stunt  which 
was  a success  and  received  a big  play 
in  the  local  paper  with  a long  story  and 
picture. 

A telegram,  which  the  star  Errol  Flynn 
sent  from  Hollywood,  congratulating  the 
youth  on  his  flight,  was  included  in  the 
newspaper  story. 


Young  Drummers  Contest 
For  "Gangster  s Boy" 

Philadelphia — 'The  local  Monogram  ex- 
change evolved  a novel  stunt  in  connec- 
tion with  the  opening  of  “Gangster’s  Boy” 
at  the  Arcadia  Theatre. 

Basis  of  the  stunt  is  sequence  of  the  pic- 
ture where  Jackie  Cooper  goes  to  work 
on  a set  of  drums. 

The  exchange  tied  up  with  Radio  Station 
WFHj  and  ran  a contest  for  youthful 
drummers.  The  Wurlitzer  School  supplied 
the  names  of  all  its  drum  students,  and 
contributed  about  $100  worth  of  drums 
as  prizes. 
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Selling  Seati 


A Corrigan  P.  A. 
For  RKO  Film 


New  York  — Douglas  Corrigan,  the 
“wrong  way’’  flyer  turned  actor,  was  to 
appear  in  Pittsburgh  on  January  28  on  one 
leg  of  a cross-country  personal  appearance 
to  work  up  interest  for  “The  Plying  Irish- 
man,’’ which  he  has  completed  for  RKO 
Radio. 

The  P.  A.  has  been  tied  in  with  national 
distribution  of  his  book,  “That’s  My 
Story.”  He’ll  be  available  for  autographs 
at  leading  department  stores. 

After  Pittsburgh,  Corrigan’s  schedule 
is:  Detroit,  January  30;  Akron,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 31;  Cleveland,  February  1;  Cincin- 
nati, February  2;  St.  Louis,  February  3; 
Chicago,  February  4;  Salt  Lake  City,  Feb- 
ruary 7. 

Corrigan  and  his  plane  appear  at  the 
San  Francisco  World’s  Fair  from  February 
18  to  March  1. 

Corrigan  already  has  toured  the  south 
and  leading  cities  in  the  east  and  New 
England. 


School  Helps  to  Exploit 
"Stand  Up  and  Fight" 

Vandergrift,  Pa. — Several  thousand  let- 
ters exploiting  M-G-M’s  “Stand  Up  and 
Fight”  were  distributed  by  Prof.  Kurtz, 
head  of  the  local  schools,  in  connection 
with  the  engagement  of  the  historical 
background  drama  at  the  Casino  Theatre 
here.  School  bulletin  boards  also  were 
posted  and  the  public  library  distributed 
750  bookmarks  advertising  the  picture. 

Passes  were  offered  in  a numbered  bag 
contest  staged  by  Calderone’s  grocery  store, 
the  winning  numbers  being  posted  at  the 
theatre. 

Window  displays,  Robert  Taylor  fan 
fotos,  newspaper  displays  and  contests  were 
among  other  features  of  the  campaign. 

Ernie  Dock,  imtil  recently  at  Latrobe, 
Pa.,  with  the  Manos-Lipsie  theatres,  is 
the  new  manager  at  the  local  Casino. 


Helps  Select  Filmdom's 
King  and  Queen 

St.  Louis — The  Post-Dispatch  here  was 
one  of  more  than  60  metropolitan  news- 
papers in  the  contest  that  established 
Tyrone  Power  and  Jeanette  MacDonald  as 
“IQng  and  Queen  of  the  Movies”  in  1938. 

The  local  Star-Times,  together  with  the 
Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  a year  ago 
conducted  the  first  comprehensive  survey 
on  film  favorites  ever  undertaken  by  a 
metropolitan  newspaper. 


Campaign  by  Rosenbaum 
On  "Girls'  School" 

Allentown,  Pa. — 'These  highlights  of  a 
campaign  conducted  by  Ed  Rosenbaum 
of  the  Rialto  here  for  Columbia’s  “Girls’ 
School”  speak  for  themselves: 

Bumper  display  announcements  on  tax- 
icabs: department  store  window  displays: 
hotel  lobby  displays;  silk  badges  for  Kresge 
girls;  Woolworth  sundae  tieup. 

Special  preview  for  Women’s  Club,  school 
girls,  school  authorities,  civic  officials, 
newspapermen:  three  5-minute  radio 

plugs:  tieup  with  radio’s  “Man  on  the 
Street,”  with  prizes  to  those  answering 
questions  correctly. 

Distribution  of  3,000  “rave  review”  fold- 
ers, and  finally  the  telephone  girl,  two 
days  before  the  film’s  opening,  calling  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Allentown  and  asking  for  Anne 
Shirley,  and  then  following  up  with 
“Wrong  Number?  Pardon  me,  I thought 
this  was  ‘Girls’  School.’  ” 


New  York — 'The  sky’s  the  limit  for  20th- 
Fox  in  their  national  campaign  on  “Tail 
Spin.”  A 12,000  mile  tour  by  air,  a dinner 
and  preview  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  be- 
fore the  film’s  opening  here  at  the  Roxy, 
are  all  on  the  program. 

Four  famous  women  fliers,  Ruth  Nichols, 
Betty  Huyler  Gillies,  Margo  Bain  Tanner 
and  Cecile  “Teddy  Kenyon,”  will  deliver 
prints  to  local  exhibitors.  They  are  ac- 
companied by  Bill  Chambliss  and  Jim 
Johnson  of  the  home  office. 

The  girl  fliers  will  break  into  two  groups 
with  two  stock  girls  from  the  studio  dress- 
ed in  costumes  worn  by  the  stars  included 
in  each  party. 

The  Misses  Nichols  and  Tanner  and  Jim 
Johnson  compose  the  “northern  group” 
and  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Denver,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  De- 
troit, Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh. 


Paramount  and  Oil 
Firm  Make  Tieup 

New  Orleans  — Paramount  and  Pan 
American  Petroleum  Corp.  have  joined 
hands  for  the  promotion  of  their  respective 
products  in  four  southern  states  includ- 
ing Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and 
Alabama. 

Monthly,  the  oil  firm  wOl  post  600  24- 
sheet  boards  plugging  some  Paramount  pic- 
ture. Over  500,000  copies  of  Movie  News, 
a 4-page  publication  devoted  to  Paramount 
product,  will  be  distributed  periodically. 
Special  window  posters  will  be  displayed  at 
all  Pan  American  stations. 

First  picture  to  get  the  works  under  the 
arrangement  is  “Cafe  Society,”  with  Mad- 
eleine Carroll,  then,  in  the  order  named, 
“Never  Say  Die,”  “Union  Pacific,”  and 
“Midnight.” 


The  Misses^  Kenyon  and  Gillies  and  Bill 
Cummings  compose  the  “southern  group” 
and  will  stop  at  Kansas  City,  Oklahoma 
City,  Dallas,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  At- 
lanta, Philadelphia,  and  Boston. 

Both  return  here  on  February  7.  The 
girl  fliers  are  members  of  the  “Ninety 
Niners,”  a national  organization  of  women 
fliers,  and  all  along  the  line  their  sister 
fhers  are  expected  to  greet  them  with 
ceremony. 

Advance  men  are  preceding  each  tour, 
lining  up  publicity  tieups.  Dinners  and 
luncheons  are  set  for  each  city  with  local 
celebrities  getting  behind  the  buildup  for 
the  picture. 

At  the  New  York  dinner,  the  touring 
fliers  and  actresses  will  be  guests  of  honor. 
Famous  figures  in  aviation,  the  local  mem- 
bership of  the  “Ninety  Niners”  and  the 
press  -will  be  among  the  guests. 
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"JESSE  JAMES"  TO  TOP  SPOT  IN  FIRST  REPORT 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para);  Storm 

Over  Uengal  (Rep)  65 

Memorial — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

His  Kxciting:  Nigrht  (Univ)  85 

Metropolitan — Dawn  Patrol  (WB);  Nancy 

Drew,  Detective  (WB)  145 

Orpheum — Shining:  Hour  (M-G-M);  Dramatic 

School  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 90 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  60 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  60 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  loop  wk...  80 
Chicago — The  Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  plus  stage 
show;  film  moved  to  Apollo  for  2nd  loop 

wk 100 

Garrick — There’s  That  AVoman  Again  (Col)...  95 
Oriental— The  Great  Waltz  (M-G-M),  3rd 

loop  wk.,  plus  stage  show  85 

Palace — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Roosevelt- — Thanks  for  Ever>i;hing  (20th-Fox).  85 
State-Lake — Illegal  Traffic  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  85 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  90 


CINCINNATI 


Albee — Zaza  (Para),  held  over  120 

Capitol — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

held  over  130 

Grand — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 120 

Lyric — Trade  Winds  (UA),  2nd  wk 120 

Palace — Stand  Fp  and  Fight  (M-G-M), 

held  over  130 

Shubert — Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  120 


DALLAS 

Capitol — While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox), 


1st  half  80 

Capitol — Frontier  Scout  (GN),  2nd  half 85 

Majestic — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 90 

Melba — The  Lady  Objects  (Col) 85 

Palace — Zaza  (Para)  100 

Tower — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  2nd  wk.,  after 

a wk.  at  the  Denver  100 

Broadway — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  after  2 

w'ks.  at  the  Orpheum  135 

Denham — Zaza  (Para)  135 

Denver — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 

Orpheum — Stand  Fp  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  AA'ith  the  Circus  (RKO).,..105 
Paramount — Devil’s  Island  (WB);  Swing, 

Sister,  Sw'ing  (Univ)  110 

Rialto — Trade  AA’inds  (UA),  after  a wk.  at 
each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  The  l>ast 
AA’arning  (Univ)  100 


DETROIT 

Adams — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  after 
a wk.  at  Fox;  Smashing-  the  Spy  King  (Col). 100 


Cinema — Grand  Illusion  (World),  3rd  wk 95 

Fox — There’s  That  AVoman  Again  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Michigan — Zaza  (Para) ; The  Girl  Downstairs 

(M-G-M)  105 

Palms  State — Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M); 

I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  100 

United  Artists — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk. . 90 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep);  Light- 
ning Bill  Carson  Hides  Again  (Rep) 75 

Apollo — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 65 

Circle — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 150 

Indiana — Zaza  (Para)  65 

Loew’s — Tile  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 70 

Lyric — Devil’s  Island  (WB),  plus  stage  show..  85 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 95 

Midland — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  110 

Newman — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  holdover 65 

Orpheum — Pacific  Finer  (RKO);  Comet  Over 

Broadway  (FN)  60 

Tower — The  Storm  (Univ),  plus  Ted  Weems 

on  stage  150 

Uptown — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 80 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Trade  Winds  (UA);  Thanks  for 

Everything  (20th-Fox)  125 


(AVERAGE  IS  100%) 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Jesse  James — New  York  City 200 

Kentucky  (dual) — Omaha  180 

Kentucky — Pittsburgh  160 

Duke  of  West  Point  (dual)  — 
Milwaukee  150 

Kentucky  (4th  wk.) — In- 
dianapolis   15D 

Sweethearts — ^Pittsburgh  150 

The  Citadel — Oklahoma  City 145 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (dual)  — 

Los  Angeles  140 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (dual)  — 
Milwaukee  140 

Trade  Winds  (dual) — Los 

Angeles  140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Grand  Illusion,  2l3t  wk.,  Filmarte,  New 


York  Oity;  3rd  wk.,  Detroit. 

Pygmalion,  6th  wk.,  Cincinnati;  3rd  wk., 
Chicago;  3rd  wk.,  Detroit. 

Kentucky,  4th  wk.,  Indianapolis;  3rd  wk., 
Cincinnati;  3rd  wk.,  Kansas  City. 

Beachcomber,  The,  4th  wk.,  New  York 

City. 

Lady  VanlMhes,  The,  4th  wk.,  New 
York  City. 

Brother  Rat,  3rd  wk.,  New  Orleans. 
Great  Waltz,  The,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago. 


Downtown — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB); 

Freshman  Y^ear  (Univ)  100 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  Next 

Time  I Marry  (RKO)  140 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  126 

Paramount — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para); 

Rudy  Yallee  on  stage  160 

State — Same  as  Chinese  140 


MILWAUKEE 


Palace — Zaza  (Para);  Burn  ’Em  Fp 

O’Connor  (M-G-M)  135 

Riverside — Strange  Faces  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  100 

Strand — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Fp  the  River 

(20th-Fox)  110 

Warner — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA); 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  150 

Wisconsin — Stand  XTp  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  140 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Peck’s  Bay  Boy  With  the  Circus 
(RKO);  t^Tille  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 


Fox) 90 

Century — Sweetliearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Heart  of  the  North  (FN) 125 

Orpheum — ^Kentucky  (20th-Fox) 100 

State — Zaza  (Para)  . 80 

World — Man  to  Remember  (RKO) 125 


NEW  HAVEN 


College — Stand  Fp  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Loew-Poli — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) ; 

Mr.  Moto’s  Jja^t  Warning  (20th-Fox) 90 

Paramount^ — Zaza  (Para) ; Road  Demon 

(20th-Fox)  110 

Roger  Sherman — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA); 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 130 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 80 

Globe — The  Shining  Hour  (M-G-M) 76 


Liberty — Brother  Rat  (WB),  3rd  wk.  125 

Orpheum — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) 125 

Regent — Tough  Kid  (Mono)  65 

Saenger — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  100 

State — Stand  Up  and  Figlit  (M-G-M) 125 


Tudor — Out  West  MTth  the  Hardys  (M-G-M)..  80 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Aator — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  6th  wk 120 

Capitol — Marie  Antoinette  (M-G-M) 90 

Criterion — ^Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond  (Para) . . 85 

Globe — The  Uady  Vanishes  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk.  .115 

Paramount — Zaza  (Para),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  105 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Trade  Winds  (UA), 

plus  stage  show  80 

Rivoli — Beachcomber  (Para),  4th  wk 115 

Roxy — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  200 

Strand — Going  Places  (FN),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  90 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 125 

Liberty — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) ; 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO),  4 days 70 

Liberty — While  New'  Y'ork  Sleeps  (20th-Fox); 

Sharp  Shooters  (20th-Fox),  3 days 120 

Midwest — Going  Places  (FN),  5 days 65 

Plaza — Dawn  Patrol  (WB),  move  over  from 

Midwest  95 

State — Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  100 

Tower — Stand  Fp  and  Fight  (M-G-M),  move- 

over  from  Criterion  110 

Victoria — The  Citadel  (M-G-M)  146 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — Pacific  Liner  (RKO);  Gitls  on 

Probation  (FN)  110 

Omaha — Zaza  (Para);  Fp  the  River 

(20th-Fox)  120 

Orpheum — Kentucky  (20th-Fox);  Down  on 

the  Farm  (20th-Fox)  180 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  110 

Boyd — Zaza  (Para)  110 

Earle — Pacific  Liner  (RKO),  plus  stage  show, 

featuring  Will  Osborne’s  orchestra 115 

Fox — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 80 

Karlton — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 95 

Stanley — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  75 

Stanton — King  of  the  Undenvorld  (WB) 115 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  160 

Barry — Sunset  Strip  Case  (GN);  Orphans 

of  the  Street  (Rep)  125 

Fulton — The  Chaser  (M-G-M),  5 days 60 

Fulton — The  Eagle  (SR),  3 days 45 

Penn — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 95 

Senator — Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep); 

Twentieth  Century  (Col),  reissue 70 

Stanley — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para); 

Phil  Regan  stage  show  90 

Warner — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk...l50 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Heart  of  the  North  (FN); 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ)  110 

Mayfair — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk 120 

Orpheum — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col); 

Gangster’s  Bo.v  (Mono)  110 

Paramount — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox); 

Disbarred  (Para)  120 

United  Artists — Going  Places  (FN) ; 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  120 


SALT  LAKE  CITY 


Centre — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  105 

Paramount — Girls’  School  (Col)  95 

Studio — Trade  tVinds  (UA),  2nd  wk 100 

Utah — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  W’arning  (20th-Fox); 

Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox) 95 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol — Artists  and  Models  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  75 

Columbia — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M),  2nd  run  90 

Earle — Say  It  in  French  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  85 

Keith’s — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 90 

Metropolitan — Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col)..  90 
Palace — The  Cowboy  and  the  lady  (UA) SO 
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A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


1 AUGUST  13 

AUGUST  20 

AUGUST  27 

SEPTEMBER  3 

SEPTEMBER  10 

SEPTEMBER  17  | 

[is]  Comedy  8011 

The  Gladiator  (72) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

June  Travis;  R-Aug.  20 
[is]  Action  Drama  8039 
Convicted  (68) 

R.  Hayworth-C.  Quigley 

R — Sept.  3 

|~J]  Drama  8005 

I Am  the  Law  (99) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Wendy  Barrie;  R-Aug’.  27 

[3^  Western  8213 

Phantom  Gold  (56) 

Jack  Luden  R — Nov.  26 

IP  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Dady  Objects  (67) 

Danny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 

IP  Western  8208 

Colorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  5 

pp  Melodrama  8026 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  Hayworth 

R — Sept.  17 

|i^  Western 

Utah  TraU  (59) 

Tex  Ritter 

IP  Western  231 

King  of  the  Sierras  (60) 
With  Rex,  the 

Wonder  Horse 

^ Comedy  Drama  843 
Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl  (72) 
(For.  It’s  Now  or  Never) 

R.  Youn§r-R.  Hussey 

R — lAug.  13 

[is]  Comedy  844 

Block-beads  (68) 

Daurel  & Hardy 

R — Aug.  20 

IP  Drama  845 

Marie  Antoinette  (157) 
Norma  Shearer 

Tyrone  Power 

R — Sept.  17 

IP  Comedy  901 

'Three  Doves  Has  Nancy 
(69) 

J.  Gaynor-R.  Montgom’y 

R — Sept.  3 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  902 
^Boys  Towm  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— Sept.  10 

J]p  Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 

R — Sept.  17 

[ii]  Drama  3811 

Under  the  Big  Top  (01) 
(For.  Circus  Comes  to 
Town) 

Marjorie  Main 

Ann  Nagel 

[p  Western  3859 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (59) 
Te.x  Ritter 

Jii]  Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (56) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Sept.  10 

[I^  Outdoor  Drama  3748 
The  Texans  (93) 

Joan  Bennett-R.  Scott 

R — July  23 

[io]  Comedy  3749 

Give  Me  a Sailor  (77) 
Martha  Raye-Bob  Hope 

R — July  30 

[ii]  Action  Drama  3750 
Spawn  of  the  North  (113) 
George  Raft 

Dorothy  Damour 

Henry  Fonda 

R — Aug.  27 

IP  Com.  with  Music  3801 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (90) 
Bing  Crosby 

Fred  MacMurray 

R— Aug.  13 

Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 
(Hopalong  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

[li]  Drama  2803 

Sons  of  the  Degion  (60) 
Lynne  Overman 

Billy  Dee 

R — Sept.  17 

[H  Action  Drama  7024 
Come  on  I,eathernecks 
(66) 

Richard  Cromwell 

Marcia  Hunt 

R — Aug.  27 

Romantic  Drama  7013 
Desperate  Adventure  (65) 
Ramon  Novarro 

Marian  Marsh 
(isl  Western  7104 

Man  From  Music  Moun- 
tain (58) 

Gene  Autry;  R-Aug.  13 

[ii]  Action  Drama  7025 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (56) 
Bruce  Cabot;  R-Aug.  27 
Beverly  Roberts 
pi]  Western  7128 

Durango  Valley  Raiders 
(56) 

Bob  Steele 

pg]  Comedy  Drama  7015 
'The  Higgins  Family  (64) 
(For.  Home  Sweet  Home) 
The  Gleason  Family 

R— Sept.  10 

IP  Western  851 

Hilly  the  Kid  Returns 

(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R — Sept.  3 

1^  Western  883 

Painted  Desert  (69) 
George  O’Brien 

R — Aug.  6 

[isj  Melodrama  832 

Smashing  the  Rackets 
(80) 

(For.  Cleanup) 

Chester  Morris 

Frances  Mercer 

R — July  30 

[ii]  Com.  with  Music  845 
Breaking  the  Ice  (82) 
Bobby  Breen 

Irene  Dare 

R — Sept.  3 

Ip  Musical  Comedy  837 
Carefree  (83) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Fred  Astaire 

R — Sept.  3 

IP  Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakie 

R— July  16 

]ip  Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

R— Sept.  17 

[iil  Drama  903 

Keep  Smiling  (77) 

Jane  Withers 

Gloria  Stuart 

R — June  18 

Musical  Comedy  903 
CSAlexander’s  Ragtime 
Band  (105) 

Tyrone  Power-Alice  Faye 
Don  Ameche 

R — June  4 

pi]  Action  Drama  904 
Speed  to  Bum  (60) 
Michael  Whalen 

Lynn  Bari 

R — June  11 

IP  Comedy  Drama  905 
My  Ducky  Star  (84) 

Sonja  Henie 

Richard  Greene 

R — Sept.  3 

Comedy  Drama  90G 

Safety  in  Numbers  (55) 
Jones  Family 

R — Aug.  13 

pp  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 

John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R— Sept.  17 

[ii]  Com.  with  Music 

Better  of  Introduction  (103) 
Andrea  Deeds — R-Aug.  6 
Bergen  and  McCarthy 
[p]  Mystery  Drama  2031 
Missing  Guest  (69) 

Paul  Kelly 

Con.  Moore;  R — Aug.  20 

IP]  Western  Reissue  3057 
Strawberry  Roan  (63) 

Ken  Maynard 
[p  Western  Reissue  3058 
Fiddlin’  Buckaroo  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

pi]  Exploitation  Adven. 
Dark  Rapture  (79) 

Native  Cast;  R — Oct.  15 
p Western  Reissue  3059 
King  of  the  Arena  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

IP  Comedy  Drama  3025 
Freshman  Year  (68) 

Dixie  Dunbar 

Ernest  Truex 

R— Aug.  27 

Ip  Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 
R— Oct.  15 

[li]  Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R — Nov.  5 

[iil  Com.  Music  WB217 
Cowboy  Prom  Brooklyn 
(77)  R— June  18 

D.  Powell-Prlscllla  Dane 

p^  Com.  Drama  1VB303 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (80) 
Cagney-O’Brien 

Ip  Com.  Drama  1VB213 
Four’s  a Crowd  (95) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — July  30 

Drama  FN365 

Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Francis 

R — Oct.  22 

]l7]  Drama  1VB305 

0VaIley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R — Sept.  17 

p Action  Drama  GB 
Crime  Over  Dondon  (63) 
Margot  Grahame 

Paul  Cavanaugh 

R — ^Aug.  13 

Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 
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RELEASES 


FEBRUARY.  1939 

MARCH,  1939 

APRIL 

1939 

S M T W T F S 
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2 3 4 

6 6 7 8 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

9 10  11  12  13  14  15 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25 
26  27  28  29  30  31 

16  17  18  19  20  21  22 
23  24  26  26  27  28  29 
30 

1 SEPTEMBER  24 

OCTOBER  1 

OCTOBER  8 

OCTOBER  15 

OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

Western  8284 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(66) 

Buck  Jones 

R — Sept.  24 

g Drama  8012 

Girls’  School  (73) 

A.  Shlrley-R.  Bellamy 
R— Oct.  1 

Comedy  9101 

^You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You  (127)  J.  Arthur 

J.  Stewart:  R — Sept.  17 

[Y|  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Hoiiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 
|Y|  Western  9201 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Dec.  24 

[p]  Action  Drama  9026 
Flight  to  P'ame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 

Jacqueline  Wells 

^ Action  Drama  9020 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 

(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
g Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

Melodrama  230 

Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R— Oct.  29 

Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 
(65) 

James  Dunn 

Glenda  Gray 

R — Sept.  17 

Western  325 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

IIH  Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47)  ! 

Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

g Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R— Oct.  8 

Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— Oct.  8 

(14]  Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kiidare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R— Oct.  22 

[^  Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (75) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R— Oct.  22 

[^  Drama  909 

4|The  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

^ Melodrama  3817 

Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R— Oct.  1 

[Yj  Melodrama  3804 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 

Evelyn  Brent 

R — Oct.  8 

|lo]  Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Larry  Crabbe 

Western  3860 

IVhere  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 

^ Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Luisetti 

R— Sept.  17 

|3^  Melodrama  3804 

King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Oct.  8 

|Y]  Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 

R — Oct.  1 

[lij  Comedy  Drama  3706 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 

R — Oct.  8 

|2^  Western  3707 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrllle 

Sidney  Toler 

R— Sept.  24 

g Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
0Men  With  Wings  (105) 
Fred  MacMurray  [ 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  29 

|i5]  Western  862 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(55) 

Three  Mesquiteers 

1^  Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (51) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Oct.  29 

[Y]  Melodrama  817 

Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston- J.  Travis 

R — Oct.  1 

[g]  Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

g Melodrama  806 

I Stand  Accused  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 
R— Oct.  22 

^ Melodrama  803 

Fugitives  for  a Jfight 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R — Oct.  1 

[30|  Comedy  901 

Room  Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 

R— Sept.  17 

Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 

R — Sept.  10 

[14]  Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 

Anne  Shirley 

R — Oct.  8 

pi|  Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R — Oct.  15 

[2^  Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Ellers 

Lee  Bowman 

R— Oct.  29 

^ Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R— July  2 

|30]  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(65) 

Rltz  Bros.-Ethel  Merman 
R— — Oct.  1 

pf]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 

R— July  23 

(l4|  Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 

R — Oct.  15 

[^  Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 

R — June  4 

Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104)  1 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella  i 

R_Oct.  22  ] 

|30|  Adventure  Drama 
(^Drnms  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerie  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6 

p7]  Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R— Oct.  8 

[pi]  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 

R — Oct.  1 

^ Comedy  Drama 

Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

1^  Comedy  Drama  3012 

Y onth  Takes  a Fling  ( 78 ) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R— Oct.  1 

^ Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 

R — Sept.  3 

Drama  FN.368 

Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 

Marie  Wilson 

R — Oct.  29 

[i^  Comedy  Drama  .3026 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 

Andy  Devine 

R — Nov.  19 

[^  Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R— Oct.  22 

Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Melodrama  3016  ! 

The  Storm  (78)  [ 

Preston  Foster 
g Action  Drama  3028  i! 
I.ast  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

^ Drama  FN359 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  20 

jY]  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O'Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R— July  30 

|B]  Drama  WB302 

The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R— Oct.  8 

1^  Melodrama  FN369 

Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R — Oct.  29 

g Comedy  FN3i55 

Brother  Rat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Oct.  22 

Drama  Tri-Nat’i 

Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 

Michele  Morgan 

pfj  Comedy  Tri-Nat’l 

Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Francelse  Rosay 
[IJ  Melodrama  GB 

Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 

Lllll  Palmer:  R-Nov.  19 

|i^  Drama  Trl-Nat’l 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 
Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 

i, 
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Ml,  

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10  | 

1 Western  9211 

In  Early  Arizona  (68) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

m Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

1^  Com.  M’drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

|30|  Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 

[g]  Western  9202 

Rio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

m Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

i 1^  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

[n|  Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R— Nov.  26 

m Drama  912 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R^Nov.  19 

m Comedy  Drama  913 
Out  West  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R— Nov.  26 

[y|  Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

|~^  Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 

Luise  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  10 

m Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

m Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Nov.  19 

m Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Kobt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

pf]  Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Jan.  14 

1^  Melodrama  3809 

lUesral  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

Mary  Carlisle 

R— Nov.  5 

[n]  Historical  Drama  3810 
If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R — Oct.  1 

m Comedy  3811 

’Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 
R— Nov.  12 

Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 

1^  Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Milland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillis 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Frances  Farmer 

Leif  Erikson 

R — Dec.  10 

Western  7108 

j Rhythm  of  the  8addle( 58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R-mNov.  26 

m Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

m Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Dec.  17 

1^  Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Dec.  24 

|y|  Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 

(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R — Dec.  17 

Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  0*Brlen 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  6 

mi  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakle 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Oct.  22 

|l8|  Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R— Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama  948 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillis 

R— Nov.  26 

|Y|  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

1 R — Aug.  20 

[m  Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  916 
Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 
R— Sept.  24 

|2^  Action  Drama  909 

Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R— Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R— Aug.  27 

[gj  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — Nov.  12 

m Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

in  Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 
i Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (67) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Pay 

m Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

1^  Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

|Y|  Action  Drama  30.35 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R — Nov.  19 

[5]  Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

m Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

m Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — Oct.  15 

Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces 
(68) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

1^  Drama  FNSTO 

Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francls-John  Litel 

R — Dec.  17 

[lo|  Action  Drama  FN362 
0Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Poran-G.  Dickson 

R — Dec.  17 

in  Melodrama  GB8010 
Eady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 

m Melodrama  GB 

'The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-(j.  Taylor 

1^  Musical  GB 

Asking  for  'Trouble  ( . . ) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 

Michael  Redgrave 

MONOGRAM^  PARAMOUNT  ^ REPUBLIC 
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1 DECEMBER  17 

DECEMBER  24 

DECEMBER  31 

JANUARY  7 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

Western  8206 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 

Drama  9022 

Strangle  Case  of  Dr. 
Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt  R — Oct.  29 

^ Comedy  Mystery  9006 
There’s  That  Woman 
Agrain  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Dec.  17 

p Melodrama  9015 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Fay  Wray 

p Action  Drama  9035 
Homicide  Bureau  (59) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 

[I2I  Western  9203 

Thundering  West  (57) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

p Western  9212  ! 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcaniz 

rH  Western  WI-1 

Water  Rustlers  (54) 
Dorothy  Page 

P Action  Drama  313 
Long  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — Dec.  31 

[14]  Western  WI-13 

Trigger  Pals  (55) 

Art  Jarrett 

Lee  Powell 

A1  St.  John 

R — Jan.  21 

P Drama  301 

Exile  Express  ( . . ) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 

P Western  WI-2 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 

Drama  917 

yA  Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kilburn 

R — Dec.  17 

p Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franehot  Tene 

Franciska  Gaal 

R — Dec.  31 

Musical  Drama  910 
(^Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 

R — Dec.  24 

Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Jan.  7 

P Action  Drama  919 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor 

(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

Drama  3812 

r Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 

Kay  Linaker 

R — Dec.  3 

IP  Western  3852 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Jan.  7 

Melodrama  3819 

Tough  Kid  (61) 

F.  Darro-J.  Allen 

R — Jan.  14 

[is]  Action  Drama  3822 
Convict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

Western  38.56 

Frontiersmen  (74) 

William  Boyd 

Evelyn  Venable 

R — ^Nov.  26 

p Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O'Connor 

Billy  Cook  R — Dec.  24 

P Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 

Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R— Nov.  5 

|Y]  Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 

Gail  Patrick 

R — Jan.  14 

p Drama  3819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

P Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

P Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
p Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

1^  Melodrama  820 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 

R.  Livingston 

J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 

|6~|  Action  Drama  808 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds 
(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Jan,  21 

p Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Mictiael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

j 

Action  Drama  911 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Chester  Morris 

R — Dec.  31 

[I^  Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

Western  982  | 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

[PI  Comedy  Drama  920 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 

R— Oct.  15 

P Com.  with  Music  917 
Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Arleen  Whelan 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  923 
^Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 

Richard  Greene 

R — ’Dec.  24 

p Action  Drama  922 
While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Oct.  22 

Action  Drama  928 

Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R— Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

P Musical  933  : 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

p Action  Drama 

Trade  Winds  (94) 

Fredric  March 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  31 

P Drama 

Duke  of  West  Point 
(105) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  24 

p Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

IP  Musical  3021 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R — Dec.  17 

p Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 

1^  Action  Drama  3015 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Wendy  Barrie 

|6~|  Melodrama  3027 

Last  Warning  (63) 

Preston  Foster 

Frances  Robinson 

R — Dec.  10 

[l3[  Horror  Drama 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (99) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 

Western  3055 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 

B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

g Action  Dra.ma  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 
Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 

Basil  Rathbone 

R — Dec.  24 

Com.  with  Mus.  FN359 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 

Anita  Louise 

R — Dec.  24 

Action  Drama  WI5313 
Devil’s  Island  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 

Nedda  Harrigan 

R — Jan.  7 

Com.  Drama  WT5307 
They  Ma<le  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R — Jan.  7 

pi]  Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 
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JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18 

FEBRUARY  25 

MARCH  4 1 

Melodrama 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 

(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Lupino 

R — Jan.  28 

HU  Western  9384 

Texas  Stampede  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

g Drama 

Let  Us  Live  (..) 

Henry  Fonda 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

g Western  S37 

Crashing:  Through  ( . . ) 
(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newill 

|j^  Western  338 

To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 

g Drama  931 

Four  Girls  in  IVhite  (70) 

F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — Jan.  28 
1^  Comedy  Drama  930 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable 

|~3]  Com.  with  Music  933 
Honolulu  (..) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

[Xo]  Comedy  Drama  933 

Hucldeberry  Finn  ( . . ) 

M.  Rooney- W.  Connolly 

[Xt]  Comedy  934 

Fast  and  Loose  ( . . ) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

1^  Drama 

I Take  This  Woman  ( . . ) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Hedy  LaMarr 

I24]  935 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  ( . . ) 
Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

Western  3854 

Drifting  Westward  (59) 
Jack  Randall 

1 

[l]  Western  3863 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(.-) 

Tex  Ritter 

[s]  Action  Drama 

Navy  Secrets  ( . . ) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

[Xs]  Drama  Reissue  3838 
Little  Pal  (G6) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Ralph  Bellamy 

g Action  Drama 

Star  Reporter  ( . . ) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 

|~1~]  Western 

Rolling  Westward  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 

i 

|2^  Musical  3831 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-P.  Gaal 

HU  Mus.  Romance  3833 
St.  Louis  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

[lo]  Action  Drama  3833 

Persons  in  Hiding  ( . . ) 

Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

[XtI  Drama 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(.  .) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erikson 

|U]  Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

William  Boyd 

R — Oct.  29 
^ Comedy 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

Action  Drama  833 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

Drama 

Woman  Doctor  ( . . ) 
Frieda  Inescort 
[io|  Western  843 

Home  on  the  Prairie  ( . . ) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

[X^  Action  Drama 

Forged  Passport  ( . . ) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Dang 

Action  Drama  912 
Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 

[U  Comedy  Drama  844 

Fishermen’s  Wharf  ( . . ) 

Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

[lo]  Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaves  (71) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

[l^  Drama 

Love  Affair  ( . . ) 

C.  Boyer-Irene  Dunne 

g Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 
(..) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

1^  Outdoor  Drama  931 
©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

1^  Melodrama  936 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71) 

, P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

Comedy  939 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — 'Nov.  12 

[Xo|  Action  Drama  93.5 
'I'ail  Spin  ( . . ) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

[l^  Rom.  Cos.  Drama  927 

Tlie  Three  Musketeers 
(.  .) 

Ritz  Bros. -Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 

1^  Action  Drama  931 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Bari-G.  Williams 

g Drama 

Made  for  Fach  Other 
(..) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

> 

|~4~|  Outdoor  Drama 

Stage  Coach  ( . . ) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

k - 

|~^  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  ( . . ) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

1^  Western  3056 

Phantom  Stage  ( . . ) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

[X^  Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

g Drama 

Key  Woman  ( . . ) 

Preston  Foster 

Irene  Hervey 

pg]  Melodrama  AVB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

|7J]  Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  in  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

In]  Action  Drama  AVB 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Jan.  21 

[Xs]  Com.  Drama  FN373 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Litel 

R — Jan.  28 

1^  Comedy 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugli- 
ter  ( . . ) 

Priscilla  Dane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

1 
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MONOGRAM^  PARAMOUNT  REPUBLIC 


Shott6 


Nnmerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running:  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
Oliidicates  short  of  the  week. 
01ndicates  color. 


Columbia 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 
Halfway  to  HoUyivood  (17%) . .July  1 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  (18)  ..  .Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

^ Feb.  10,  >39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

I'®  (18) Dec.  33 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  M,v  Lavi^-er  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) ..  .Oct.  28 

The  Soul  of  a Heel  (16%) June  4 

Andy  Clyde  has  a time  trying  to 
marry  the  sheriff's  daughter. 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 
Hollywood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  ( . . ) Dec.  23 

little  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

16 

Little  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7) . .Nov.  3 

SHdnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  ( . . ) . .Jan.  26,  ’39 

Poor  Elmer  (7)  July  22 

Poor  Little  Butterfly  (8) July  4 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(1)^ Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 
Window  Shopping  (7) Junes 


COLOR  TOUR 

Big  Town  (New  York)  (..)..  Dec.  2 
COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  .Nov.  4 
Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 


COMMUNITY  SING 
No.  9 (10) — Spanish  Melodies  June  23 
No.  10  ( 9) — Patriotic  Songs. . .July  4 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

N o.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 


krazy  kat 


Gyro  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy ’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  .Jan.  27,  ’39 
Krazy’s  Travel  Squawks  (7)..  July  4 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) ...Dec.  10 


SPORT  REELS 


Athletic  Youth  (10) July  29 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Fistic  Fun  (9y2)  July  1 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (..) Jan.  6, ’39 

King  Vulture  (10)  Special ...  Dec.  23 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

Thrilling  Moments  (10) June  10 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  !(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

City  Slicker  (6%)  July  22 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(..)  Jan.  13, ’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  10  (10)  May  27,  ’38 

No.  11  (10)  July  8 

No.  12  (10)  July  29 

(Series  18) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2(10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3 (10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4(10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

SPECIAL 

The  New  Nation  (10) June  1 

Story  of  Czechoslovakla. 

Jungle  Babies  (10) June  1 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

Flat  Foot  .Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 


Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 


(..)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Three  Missing  Links  (18) . . . . July  29 
liolent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

( . . ) Jan.  6,  ’39 

WORLD  IN  COLOR 
©Friendly  Neighbors  (10)  . . . .June  1 

Views  of  Ontario. 


Educational 


(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 


TERRY-TOONS 

Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) July  29 

Here’s  to  Good  Old  Jail  (.  .) . .June  10 

Milk  for  Baby  (7).. July  8 

Mrs.  O’Leary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 

The  Last  Indian  (7) June  24 

TREASURE  CHEST 
We  Live  in  Two  Worlds  ( . . ) . .July  22 
TWO  REELERS 

Pardon  My  Accident  (17) . . . . June  10 
Willie  Howard  takes  an  accident 
and  is  mistaken  for  a famous  sur- 
geon. 

Winner  Lose  All  (..) June  17 

Charles  Kemper  devotes  his  time 


to  puzzle  contest  and  almost  loses 
his  girl  because  he  signed  away 
the  prize  rights  in  a $50,000  con- 
test. 


M-G-M 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

A Criminal  Is  Born  (21) June  25 

They’re  Always  Caught  (22)..  Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

Wrong  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPT.AIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

A Day  at  the  Beach  (10) . . . . June  25 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  6 

What  a Lion  (9). July  16 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

.\ncient  Egypt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Cairo— City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 
Czecho-Slovakia  on  Parade 

(9)  June  11 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)...  Oct.  29 
Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Paris  on  Parade  (9) July  9 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9)  . . . .Dec.  31 
S.vdney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  MYSTERIES 
#JBravest  of  the  Brave  (11).. Aug.  6 
The  Man  on  the  Rock  (11) ..  .Sept.  3 
Strange  Glory  (11) July  2 

.M-G-M  C.VRTOONS  IN  SEPIA 
(New  Series) 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8, ’39 

MINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Men  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Hollywood  Handicap  (10) . . . .May  28 
Miracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

streamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

'>'hey  Live  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

Tracking  the  Sleeping  Death 

(10)  July  9 

Tupapao  (11)  June  11 

DIUSICAL  C05IEDIES 

It’s  in  the  Stars  (19) July  30 

Gay  college  yarn  with  Eleanor 
Lynn,  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
Weston. 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Lightly  ( . . ) Dec.  31 

The  Magician’s  Daughter 

(18)  July  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Hide  and  Shriek  (11) June  18 

Little  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Men  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 
No.  1(10)  Oct.  15 


PETE  SraTH  SPECIALTIES 


Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

^Fisticuffs  (9)  Aug.  27 


Maxie  Baer  in  cute  white  trunks 
shows  what  to  and  not  to  do  in 


the  ring. 

FootbaU  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

OHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10) . .Nov.  19 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Story  of  Dr.  Carver  (10) June  18 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 
The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 
i^How  to  Raise  a Baby  (9)...  July  2 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 


BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

M.v  BTiend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With,  the  New  (7).... Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  ChiUs 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7)  . . . .Aug.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

The  Lost  KiHen  (7) June  24 

COLOR  CLASSICS 
-Vll’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7)  . . . .Aug.  26 

Alwa.vs  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27,  ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Hunky  and  Spunicy  (7) June  24 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7).  Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10) . .Jan.  27 

Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HEADLINER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Basse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 

Easy  on  the  Ice  (10) June  3 

Henry  King  and  his  orchestra  with 
.‘Shirley  Foster. 

Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11)  ..  .Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  of  Charm  (10)  . . . . Aug.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3,  ’.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

Queens  of  the  Air  (10) Jnly  8 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra, 
Benay  Venuta,  Hollace  Shaw.  Jean 
Ellington,  Betty  Hutton  and  Nan 
Wynn. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

fiiFind  What’s  Wrong  (10)  . . .June  17 
Mildew'ed  Melodramas  (11)  . . Sept.  2 
Three  old-time  films  re-edited  for 
modern  audiences. 

Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 
FSr'ing  In  Sun  Valley,  Idaho. 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov,  11 

All  about  raising  dogs  based  on 
the  information  supplied  by  expert 
Carl  Spitz. 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 


t9)  Oct.  14 

Rube  Goldberg,  in  person,  gives 
the  lowdown  on  the  Manhattan 
lowlifes. 

si'rSilver  Millions  (10) Jul.v  15 

Story  of  the  Alaskan  salmon  and 
their  spawning  habits. 

Tanhaneser  (12)  Aug.  12 

A special  arrangement  of  Wagner's 


immortal  "Tanhaueser”  as  played 
by  the  National  Symphony  Orches- 
tra under  baton  of  Frederick 
Feher. 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 
Shuhert’s  great  work  played  by  the 
National  Symphony  Orchestra. 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  11  (10)  June  3 

Alpine  streams,  a visit  to  the 
Guadalupe  Islands,  and  vineyards 
of  California. 

No.  12(10)  Julyl 

Gigantic  farming — Streaming  scen- 
ery— a day  in  a dog’s  life. 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

Tropical  trophies:  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 


No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5 (9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  '39 


Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 


Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

POPEYB  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  BuU  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan,  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

Plumbing  Is  a “Pipe”  (7).. June  17 
POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  6(10)  Jnly  8 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6,  '39 

SCREEN  SONG 


Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8)  .July  29 
Ph-ank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 
You  Leave  Me  Breathless  (7)  .May  27 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  orchestra. 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Air  hoppers  (10)  . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  in  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Horseshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  world’s  champion  horse- 
shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  Thrills  ( 10) Sept.  2 

-tacing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Aug.  5 

question  answers  in  the  field  of 
snort  supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Strike  (10)  June  17 

Not  baseball  but  a reel  about  fish- 
ing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  6 (10)  June  10 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

tJSNo.  2(10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4 (10)  Feb.  3,  ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Mickey  becomes  a giant  killer 
through  no  fault  of  his  own. 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  nephews  ruin  a pleasant 
golf  game. 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  IS,  ’39 
It’s  Friday  the  13th  for  Donald 
who  unsuspectingly  delivers  a 
time  bomb  with  hilarious  results. 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Fun  in  an  old  world  farm  in  which 
the  highlight  is  a duet  between  a 
rooster  and  a hen. 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Good  Scouts  (8)  July  8 

Donald  Duck  takes  his  nephews 
camping,  much  to  his  sorrow. 

Mer  Babies  (9)  Dec.  9 

aiickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

A concealed  parrot  is  mistaken  for 
an  escaped  killer. 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  Trappers  (8) June  17, ’38 

Adventures  of  Donald  and  Goofy 
in  the  Arctic. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

Adventures  of  Donald  Duck  and 
Goofy  during  a fox  hunt. 

The  V^alers  (8) Aug.  19 

A whaling  expedition  costs  Mickey. 
Donald  and  me  c,ooi  moir  buai.. 

EDGAR  KENJSLDl  UUMEUIEb 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

Oshlns  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 

Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 
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headunek  comedies 

Plcketingr  for  Love  (17) Jane  3 

Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Joe  Morrison, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Jack  Carson  and 
Barbara  Bedford. 

Romancing-  Along  (21) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Fio  Rito  and  His  Orchestra 
■with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Eeb.  24,  *39 

EEON  ERKOE  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

.Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

The  Jitters  (19) July  1 

The  wife’s  yen  for  dancing  sets 
Errol  off  on  a jag  which  ends  in 
a rousing  finale. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
“Heaven  on  the  Hudson.” 

No.  2(18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3(20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4 (19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sami — The  Good  Neighbor. 

<^>No.  5 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

ONo.  11  (17)  ...June  10 

A study  of  the  American  physician. 

No.  12  (17)  July  8 

Work,  training  and  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

No.  13  (19)  Aug.  6 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATLAS  JIDSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Osh  ins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Carnival  Show  (10) June  24 

Clyde  Hager,  Jan  Peerce,  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10) July  15 

International  Rhythm  (10) . . .June  3 
Roy  Smeck  and  his  Aloha  Island- 
ers, Ada  Brown,  Maria,  Princess 
Chivo. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marion  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Reillys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  ’Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a G.vpsy  Moon  (10) . . . Sept.  2 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11) Nov.  25 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 


4|No.  6 Count  of  Ten  (9) . . . . June  17 
Development  of  the  Golden  Gloves. 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumh  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a Job. 


The  Photographer  (15) . .June  17,  ’38 
A candid  camera  bug  runs  into 
difficulties  over  a picture. 

SMART  .SET  COMEDIES 

Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

^Deep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9)  . . . Sept.  19 
Pishing  oft  Catcay  Bay.  Bahamas. 

Flying  Feathers  (9) June  24 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec. ’JO 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Underwater  (9)  June  3 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 


RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 


(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18) . . . .Sept.  9 
Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Doc.16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans-America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAJI 

Dail.v  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Recording  Modern  Science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

FASHIONS 

(giFashion  Forecasts  (11) Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 

Fashion  Forecasts  (11) Nov.  11 

Winter  styles. 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Bo.v  Should  Know 


(11)  . Sept.  2 

What  Every  Girl  .Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

What  Ever.v  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Dec.  23 

Land  of  Contentment  (10)  ..  .Oct.  14 
Viking  Trail  (10) Mar.  3 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, ’39 

Tlie  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

The  Three  Bears  (6) .Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 


United  Artists 


SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 


Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL Thomas 

No.  51(10)  June  3 

No.  .52  ( 9)  June  27 

No.  ,53  ( 9)  Aug.  22 

No.  .54(9)  Sept.  12 

No.  55  ( 9)  Oct.  3 

No.  56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20, ’.39 


IMENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Beaut.v  Shoppe  (19%).. Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogene  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) July  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

Music  and  Flowers  (19) June  15 

Block  & Sully,  Peg  Leg  Bates, 
Royal  Swedish  Bell  Ringers, 
Stearnes  & Anavan. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 

Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  12 

Stars  and  Stripes  (17) July  6 

Ed  East.  Ralph  Dumke,  Ada 
Brown  and  Carl  Freed’s  Harmon- 
ica Band. 


OSWALD  CARTOONS 

Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Aug.  1 

Cheese  Nappers  (7) Jul.v  4 

Ghost  Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  6 


Happy  Scouts  (7) June  20 

Neilie,  The  Indian  Chief’s 

Daughter  (7)  June  6 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oct.  17 

Saiior  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Littie  Biue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

Voodoo  Harlem  (7) July  18 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  51  (9)  June  6 

No.  .52  (9)  June  20 

No.  53  (9)  Aug.  29 

No.  54(9)  Sept.  19 

No.  55  (9ya)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 

UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Prisoner  of  Swing  (21)  . .June  11,  ’38 
Sophomore  Swing  (19) ..  Jan.  21, ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 

Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 

The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10)  . . . Aug.  27 
Isles  of  Enchantment 

(10)  July  23, ’38 

Long  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  .3 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  in  Wackyland  (7) . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Party  (7)  June  26 

Porky’s  Spring  Planting  (7) . .July  16 
The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7, '39 
Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dec.  3 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ray  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiinns 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30,  ’38 

Freddie  Rich  and  Orchestra 

(10)  May  28 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  Jul.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  ( . . ) . Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 
Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 

Katnip  Kollege  (7) June  11,  ’38 

Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

The  Major  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 


©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  10  (10)  June  4,  ’38 

Beavers — Polo — Woolens. 

No.  11  (10)  July  9, ’38 

Bakelite — Greyhounds — Perfume. 

No.  12(..)  Aug.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Furs. 

PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Rainbow’s  End  (20) July  2, ’38 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

OLincoIn  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . . Jul,v  30,  ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’.39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 
My  Pop  (22)  .. July  16, ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

Rise  and  Sing  (21) June  25, ’38 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) . . .Aug.  27 
Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  ( . .)  . .Nov.  19 
Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10)..  Aug.  6 
Louis  Prima. 

Bobbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

Vitaphone  Capers  (10) ..  .June  18, ’38 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Dream  Comes  True 

(11)  June  4,  38 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  16 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Fighting  Judge  (12) Juiy  2 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . .Jan.  7,  ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (12) Dec.  10 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hlckok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island . . . Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 

island.  

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22,  38-  39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazing  character  impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  is  the  heart  interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

15  Chapters  — Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The..  May  28 

12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brix,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  • .June  6, 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  6 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Rarllo  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20)— Grant  Withers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  Its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 

minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 

strip  character  to  life. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  January  28.  1939 


105 


SEUS  ANU  BUYS  ^EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


eu 


Qatina 


OU6e 


Classiiied  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  Tlie  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


BUY  EQUIPMENT  AND  “PAY  FROM 
YOUR  PROFITS”  ON  EASY  TIME-PAY- 
MENTS. Plan  open  to  reliable  exhibitors. 
Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


INSURE  A PERFECT  SHOW!  S.O.S. 
PRECISION  TEST  REEL  for  projection 
and  Sound  Combines;  visual  and  sound 
tests  on  one  print!  35mm.  $29.50.  16mm, 
$17.50.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


FILM  WANTED 


RELIGIOUS  FEATURES— 16mm  S.O.F. 
Have  action  features  for  trade.  B-1080, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


ACCOUNTING  SYSTEMS 

BRYSON  THEATRE  RECORD  LEDGER. 
Stop  guess  work  with  tins  easy  complete 
system.  Prepaid  for  $3.00  check.  George 
Fosdick,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


SCREEN  GAMES 


ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FLEXTONE  SCREEN,  nearly  new,  13x18 
feet;  make  two  9x12  if  cut,  $25.  Roxy 
Theatre,  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa. 


WANTED  TO  BUY — Two  Powers  heads; 
must  be  in  A-1  condition.  B-1084,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BARGAIN — Complete  Cincinnati  time 
recorder  sound  equipment.  Includes  dou- 
ble channel  amplifier,  complete  sound 
heads,  2 G.  E.  1/4  H.  P.  motors.  Almost 
new.  Now  in  operation.  May  be  heard. 
B-1083,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


ONE  PAIR  WB  rear  shutters  for  Sim- 
plex; brand  new  original  boxes;  $90.00  for 
the  pair.  Box  447,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 


UPHOLSTERED  THEATRE  SEATS, 
carpeting,  drapes,  sound  screen  and  mis- 
cellaneous equipment  from  President  The- 
atre (1,200-seat  house)  St.  Paul;  for  quick 
sale  at  sacrifice.  Write  or  wire  St.  Paul 
office,  Cleveland  Wrecking  Co.,  187  So. 
Wabash  St. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


BARGAIN — Complete  sound  system  for 
small  theatre;  priced  for  quick  sale.  Box 
2076,  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


BE  “JESSE  JAMES” — Steal  these  used 
chairs  from  us,  (75c  up) ; 16,482  famous 
makes;  veneer,  upholstered.  Free  list. 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


FOR  SALE — Sun  theatres  in  Pauls  Val- 
ley and  Wynnewood,  Okla. 


THEATRE — Lake  Orion,  Mich.  Right 
Price;  party  take  obligation;  contact  per- 
sonal, Mr.  or  Mrs.  Hanson,  Lake  Orion, 
Mich. 


WILL  SELL  Nan-Grey  neighborhood 
theatre,  Houston,  Texas.  Equipment  and 
business,  $8,000;  building  rent,  $125.00;  or 
will  rent  it,  fully  equipped,  $200.00  month. 
D.  F.  Luckie,  1210  Dallas  St.,  Houston, 
Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANT  TO  LEASE  OR  BUY  small  town 
theatre,  idle  or  operating,  in  Kentucky  or 
Indiana.  XY  1000,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 


OPERATORS — Experienced;  every  state; 
movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518  State 
Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST  OR  MANAGER— Ef- 
ficient in  both,  long  experience.  B-1081, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 18  years’  experience, 
best  references.  Married,  sober  and  de- 
pendable. Andrew  Scardino,  Box  307, 
Taylor,  Tex. 


MANAGER,  now  employed;  desires  op- 
portunity to  better  himself  with  progres- 
sive concern;  experienced  booking,  ex- 
ploitation, advertising,  stage  productions. 
B-1070,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — Paint  banners;  con- 
sider anything.  Dependable;  references. 
B-1085,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST  — Long  experience; 
any  equipment.  Reliable;  references.  G. 
F.  Smith,  933  N.  H.  St.,  Lawrence,  Kas. 


HOUSE  MANAGER  and  exploitation; 
10  years’  experience.  Best  references. 
Raymond  Round,  Shenandoah,  la. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

/^TUNES^^ 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago.  III. 
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• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4704  E.  Xinth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedins:  publication  date. 
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‘That  BOXOFFICE  certainly 

carries  an  advertising  ivallopr 


— F.  L.  LOWE, 

Star  Theatre,  Hoisington,  Kas. 


No  Substitute  for  Good  Results 

Kansas  City— "That  BOXOFFICE  certainly  carries  an  advertising  wallop!"  ex- 
claimed F.  L.  "Doc"  Lowe,  while  on  Filmrow  booking  pictures  Last  week  I wired 
in  aT advertisement  for  a manager  at  the  Star,  Hoisington  Kas  f 
In  by  telegraph,  long  distance,  special  delivery  air  mai  and  w”! 

states,  including  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Wis 
consin.  North  Dakota,  California,  New  Mexico,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Louisiana,  and 
Nebraska.  And  they're  still  coming  in!" 

Lowe  hired  Ben  Donaldson,  who  has  been  working  for  Lester  Dollison  at  the 
Nebraska,  Omaha. 

Speaking  of  advertising  results  (what  a long  arml),  Paul 
equipment  for  hometown  "movies."  The  advertisement  was  inser  ed  in  the  M^est 
edition.  But  one  of  the  best  inquiries  Humston  has  received  was  from  New  Jersey. 


BOXOFFICE 


December  17,  1938 


That’s  why  we  say: 

Wherever  There's  cl  Theatre 
There's  a BOXOFFICE ! 

YOUR  THEATRE — IF  YOU  HAVE  SOME  USED  EQUIPMENT  YOU 
NO  LONGER  NEED  OR  IF  THERE  IS  SOMETHING  YOU  WANT— 
YOU  CAN  FIND  A BUYER  OR  SELLER  AT  SMALL  COST  THROUGH 

TURN  OLD  EQUIPMENT  The  4JoU.6Q 

INTO  CASH 


USE 

THIS 

HANDY 

ORDER 

BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Kindly  insert  the  following  ad 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


limes  in  your  "CLEARING  HOUSE  section, 


through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

(Don't  forget  to  count  words  in  name  and  address  that  is  to  appear  in  the  ad). 
Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 


running 


newspaper  gal  and  her 
newsreel  pal  pitch  into  a man- 
sized  warl  Bombers  prowl 
the  skies!  Battles  rage  on 
earth!  Action.. .romance  with 
timely,  exploitable  angles! 


Story  and  screen  play  by  Maurice 
Rapf  and  Harold  Buchman 
Directed  by  D.  Ross  Lederman 


JAMES  CRAIG 
BETTY  FURNESS 

Keye  Lukt  * Joseph  Downing  * Dorothy  Gulliver 


Colu^nlUa  PlcisdAe^ 


NATIONAL  EDITION 


A prominent  exhibitor  said: 


“Without  M'G'M  this  past  year,  it  would  not  only  have 
been  tough  sledding  for  the  average  exhibitor,  but  it 
would  have  been  nothing  short  of  a calamity.” 

We  announce  easy  sledding  again  this  year,  for  M-G-M 
exhibitors! 


Hop  on  your  sleds,  boys!  “SWEETHEARTS,”  “STAND 
UP  AND  FIGHT”  are  just  samples. 

Followed  by  A MONTH  OF  SUNDAYS! 

Honestly,  have  you  ever  in  your  career  as  a showman 
witnessed  the  like  of  this: 


Four  weeks  in  a row!  Look! 


NORMA  SHEARER,  CLARK  GABLE  in  the  powerful 
“IDIOT’S  DELIGHT”. 

“HONOLULU”,  the  Darling  of  Musicals,  starring  ELEANOR 
POWELL,  ROBERT  YOUNG,  GEORGE  BURNS,  GRACIE 
ALLEN  and  Hundreds  of  Hula  Honies. 

MICKEY  ROONEY,  the  bc^ix-office  kid  himself  in  “Adventures 
of  HUCKLEBERRY  FINN”. 

JOAN  CRAWFORD  in  a million  dollar  role  “ICE  FOLLIES 
ot  1939”  with  James  Stewart,  Lew  Ayres,  Lewis  Stone. 

And  more  easy  sledding  thereafter! 


Editorial  Offices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4704  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO./  HOllyVCfOOd:  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.;  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 
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ONE  THEY'VE  GOT  TO  DELIVER 


All  of  the  cutey  pie  antics  in  this  business  do  not  come  out  of  Hollywood.  Nor  all 
of  the  heroics  and  all  of  the  menaces.  Almost  anytime  anyone  is  serious  about  tak- 
ing a sharp  look  in  quarters  substantially  removed  from  the  sun-tinted  hills,  he  will  find 
the  evidence.  Sometimes,  it  takes  one  form.  Sometimes  another.  On  occasions,  the  mark- 
ings are  easily  discernible.  On  others,  it  requires  a little  more  attentive  scrutiny. 

The  gymnastics,  designed  for  effect  and  frequently  without  proper  cause,  usually  have 
a purpose.  It  can  range  all  the  way  from  deliberately  falsified  publicity  to  excite  atten- 
tion for  and  about  a specific  attraction  to  issues  purposely  confused  and  distorted  in  order 
to  hamstring  os  vital  a machinery  as  the  trade  practice  pact. 

That's  happening. 

Mountains  have  been  constructed  out  of  molehills  and,  by  that,  there  is  no  intention 
of  ignoring  the  fact  there  are  some  peaks  over  which  the  negotiators  have  to  pant  their 
way.  But  deep  and  dark-hued  prospects  for  the  future  are  being  envisioned  in  some 
directions  when  little  reason  beyond  the  perpetuation  of  special  interests  warrants  them. 
In  a job  demanding  vision  of  the  broad-gauged  variety,  tact  and  understanding,  there 
ought  to  be  nothing  smacking  of  old-line  bludgeoning.  But  there  is  and  that  makes  for 
a grave  mistake. 

The  reasons,  by  this  time,  ought  to  be  very  obvious.  If  the  industry  privately  had 
determined  to  clean  up  and  passed  the  word  along  to  its  own  constituents  solely,  failure 
would  have  been  deplorable  enough  and  sad  commentary  enough  on  its  inability  to  strike 
a common  accord.  But,  at  least  the  regrets  would  have  been  confined  to  members  of 
the  family. 

That  foils  to  hold  now.  On  the  record,  by  promise  verbally  pledged  and  widely  pub- 
lished, is  the  statement  the  industry  con  and  will  regulate  itself.  That  the  government 
shortly  thereafter  filed  its  suit  makes  the  sequence  the  more  interesting,  but  it  does  not 
bear  in  the  slightest  on  last  year's  mass  visit  of  the  heads  of  the  eight  major  companies 
with  the  President  when  the  bugle  note  of  self-regulation  was  sounded. 

It  was  a commitment  and  not  one  to  be  bandied  about  carelessly.  It  calls  for  de- 
livery under  as  irrevocable  a contract  for  service  as  this  business  has  ever  initialed. 

BOXOFFICE  is  confident  that  delivery  will  be  made;  certainly  it  knows  it  must  be  made. 
Yet  its  editorial  wonderment  cannot  help  but  include  speculation  if  this  realization  is  as 
far  up  front  as  it  ought  to  be  in  all  of  the  minds  necessary  to  a happy — and  rapid — ■ 


conclusion. 


The  indicators  today  read  otherwise,  but  the  indicators  ought  to  be  changed.  Eor, 
the  responsibility  for  retarding,  if  not  finally  wrecking,  the  opportunity  for  voluntary  re- 
adjustment is  not  something  to  be  assumed  lightly. 

That  goes  for  any  foot  this  shoe  may  fit. 


INDIVIDUAL  ADOPTION  OF  TRADE  PACT  SEEN 
AS  LAST-RESORT  TACTIC;  ONE  FRONT  IS  AIM 


Enforceable  in  13  States 

New  York — Compulsory  arbitration,  if  contained  in  contracts,  is 
legal  in  13  states,  according  to  the  American  Arbitration  Association. 
The  states  where  arbitration  is  enforceable  are  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Arizona,  California,  Connecticut,  Louis- 
iana, New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Rhode  Island,  Wisconsin  and  Oregon. 

Calls  for  Adjustments  to  Halt 
Trade's  ^Corrosive" Suits 


Three  Majors  Impatient 
But  Prefer  Decision 
Be  Reached  Jointly 

New  York — Individual  adoption  of  a 
trade  practice  agreement,  in  whatever 
final  form,  will  be  a last-resort  tactic  on 
the  part  of  the  three  majors  understood 
to  be  considering  such  an  eventuality.  As 
reported  earlier  and  exclusively  in  Box- 
office,  the  companies  are  20th  Century- 
Pox,  M-G-M  and  Paramount. 

Theirs  is  a decidedly  reluctant  desire  to 
break  the  united  front  so  far  maintained 
by  all  the  majors  in  pursuit  of  a docu- 
ment acceptable  to  the  exhibition  fra- 
ternity at  large.  Tliey  consider  a de- 
fection as  an  unfortunate  final  decision 
which  they  may  have  to  make  eventually, 
but  only  against  their  will.  Their  em- 
phatic preference,  therefore,  runs  in  the 
direction  of  joint  decision. 

Several  significant  considerations  enter 
into  this.  Firstly,  there  is  that  memorable 
meeting,  piloted  by  Will  H.  Hays,  with 
the  President  last  year  and  prior  to  the 
filing  of  the  government’s  anti-trust  suit. 
At  that  conference,  it  will  be  remembered 
Hays  and  the  heads,  or  ranking  executives, 
of  all  the  major  companies  annoimced  their 
plan  of  industry  self -regulation.  Thus, 
the  industry  is  formally  on  record  with 
an  open,  and  widely  published,  declaration 
of  intention. 

Serious  opinion  within  the  industry  re- 
putedly recognizes  the  necessity  for  meet- 
ing this  commitment  and  foresees  in  a 
failure  to  do  so  a damaging  black  eye 
of  substantial  proportions  with  the  Ad- 
ministration. carrying  it  with  possible 
overtones  that  might  bear  on  the  gov- 
ernment law  suit. 

Secondly,  some  apprehension  is  being 
voiced  over  the  impact  which  may  be 
created  by  a collapse  of  joint  action  on 
the  part  of  pressure  groups  outside  the 
industry  and  the  extent  of  future  ham- 


Plenty  of  Neutrals 
To  Draw  On 

New  York — The  panels  of  ten  neutral 
arbitrators  are  to  be  set  up  in  each 
key  city,  the  industry  will  have  no  dif- 
ficulty in  finding  outside  arbiters,  if 
and  when  needed  to  sit  in  on  hearings. 

The  American  Arbitration  Associa- 
tion has  what  is  called  a tribunal  es- 
tablished and  maintained  for  the  arbi- 
tration of  commercial  disputes  and  has 
available  7,000  members  in  1,600  cities 
for  the  purpose.  The  tribunal  is  called 
the  National  Panel  of  Arbitrators  and 
hearings  are  conducted  under  uniform 
rules  of  procedure  and  prevailing  statu- 
tory laws. 


New  York  — Indicating  that  unless  a 
practical  plan  for  adjusting  industry  dis- 
putes is  developed  with  the  active  partici- 
pation and  cooperation  of  the  wholesale 


mering  at  the  industry  which  may  trail 
such  an  eventuality.  This  is  being  de- 
scribed in  terms  of  the  “We  told  you  so” 
up  the  line  to  the  possibility  of  renewed 
cries  for  government  intervention,  lead- 
ing, perhaps,  to  control. 

Insofar  as  repercussions  within  the  in- 
dustry are  concerned,  there  prevails  less 
concern.  'The  soloists  are  of  the  opinion 
that,  should  they  go  it  alone  by  indi- 
vidual decision  arrived  at,  their  action 
will  persuade  the  dissenters  to  follow 
along  identical  lines.  They  are  of  the  im- 
pression that,  by  granting  wide  trade  con- 
cessions as  individual  company  policy,  they 
will  create  an  unparalleled  goodwill  with 
the  exhibitor.  This,  they  feel,  will  re- 
dound to  their  credit  and  reflect  itself 
in  future  sales,  yet  they  prefer  not  to 
be  compelled  to  follow  this  course  be- 
cause it  would  not  represent  united  action. 

The  differences  which  have  crept  into 
distributor  ranks  is  traceable  to  varying 
points  of  views  on  the  extent  of  the  con- 
cessions. This  is  being  dictated  by  straight 
approaches  to  straight  company  policy 
with  a minor  consideration  of  broad  in- 
dustry policy.  The  liberals  among  the  dis- 
tributors concede  some  of  the  proposed 
concessions  are  apt  to  make  the  going 
more  difficult  in  some  respects  for  some 
of  the  majors,  but  their  argument  swings 
aroimd  the  larger  point  of  view  that  this 
cannot  be  entirely  avoided  in  the  desire 
to  fashion  an  all-embracing  program,  de- 
signed to  meet  a whole  industry’s  prob- 
lem and  pledge. 

The  second  factor  is  dissatisfaction, 
and  occasional  annoyance,  over  the  pe- 
dantic attitude  maintained  by  a number 
of  the  lawyers  who  are  being  charged 
with  hewing  to  the  legalistic  line  to  a 
degree  that  is  cluttering  the  extended 
negotiations  and  making  a practical  so- 
lution overly  difficult  to  evolve. 


distributors,  “it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
the  number  of  lawsuits  in  this  business 
will  continue  to  steadily  increase  to  the 
detriment  of  everyone,”  Ed  Kuykendall, 
president  of  the  MPTOA,  states  in  a bul- 
letin: 

“Today  our  entire  industry  is  being 
dragged  down  deeper  and  deeper  into  a 
mire  of  lawsuits  and  litigation  and  sad- 
dled with  a tremendous  expense  that  is 
constantly  growing  in  connection  with 
such  suits.  There  are  hundreds  of  such 
lawsuits  filed  or  in  preparation  aroimd  the 
country.  How  much  of  this  burden  of 
expense  can  be  carried  remains  to  be  seen. 

“Not  only  is  the  question  of  expense 
becoming  serious,  as  it  ultimately  has  to 
come  out  of  the  boxoffice  receipts  of  the 
theatres,  but  also  there  is  a constant 
danger  of  arbitrary  court  decisions  com- 
pletely disrupting  the  efficient  operation 
of  our  business  by  imposing  arbitrary, 
drastic  changes  in  the  technical,  complex 
functioning  of  distribution  and  exhibition. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  most  people  in  the 
business  that  many  of  these  lawsuits  are 
quite  unnecessary,  that  the  dispute  could 
have  been  easily  adjusted  locally  if  there 
had  been  an  agency  to  take  the  initiative 
and  bring  the  parties  together  to  fairly 
adjust  the  complaint  or  grievance  that 
caused  the  litigation  to  start.” 

That  the  trade  draft,  after  it  is  com- 
pleted, will  be  accepted  by  the  MPTOA  on 
a trial  basis  with  the  reservation  of  the 
right  to  work  for  improvements  based  on 
actual  experience  and  necessities  “as  we 
go  along”  is  also  indicated  by  Kuykendall. 
“The  important  thing,”  he  adds,  “is  to  get 
something  done  now.  The  starting  point 
has  already  been  delayed  far  too  long.” 

Viewing  the  program  as  a partial  solu- 
tion to  the  industry’s  ills,  Kuykendall 
states,  “At  no  time  was  it  considered  by 
the  MPTOA  that  these  proposals  would 
solve  aU  the  important  problems  with 
which  exhibitors  were  confronted.  We 
fuUy  realize  that  there  are  many  serious 
and  troublesome  complaints,  grievances 
and  problems  faced  by  theatre  operators 
(Continued  on  page  20) 


4 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  4,  1939 


ALLIED  DISSATISFIED  WITH  TRADE  PACT  ON 
12  CDDNTS  DDT  OF  THE  16;  SEEKS  CHANGES 


Arbitration  Insistence 
Is  an  Important  Point 
With  Organization 

Washington- — Changes  in  at  least  12  of 
the  16  clauses  of  the  second  trade  practice 
draft  will  be  sought  by  Allied  before  it  is 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  self- regulation 
proposals  by  distributors,  according  to  in- 
formed circles. 

An  analysis  of  the  second  draft,  as  com- 
pared with  Allied’s  objections  to  the  first, 
indicates  the  exhibitor  organization  is  in 
accord  with  clauses  eight,  nine,  11  and  16. 
Room  for  further  improvement  in  clauses 
seven,  10  and  12  are  seen  and  wide  changes 
in  nine  other  clauses  will  be  sought  before 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel,  and 
Allied’s  negotiating  committee,  put  their 
stamp  of  approval  on  the  pact. 

With  the  insertion  in  clause  one  of  the 
phrase  “and  provided  further  that  the  ex- 
hibitor shall  not  at  the  time  of  giving  such 
written  notice  be  in  material  default  im- 
der  the  license  agreement’’  for  the  words 
“if  he  shall  have  substantially  performed 
the  license  agreement,”  Allied  won  its 
point  that  an  exhibitor  cannot  cancel  his 
first  or  second  picture  under  an  agreement 
unless  he  played  some  prior  to  that.  As 
the  language  now  stands,  an  exhibitor  can 
cancel  at  any  time  imtil  it  is  proved  he  is 
“in  material  default”  imder  the  contract. 

PoREiGNS  Still  'Thorn 

Although  distributors  have  elaborated  on 
their  stand  relative  to  foreign  releases.  Al- 
lied is  not  satisfied  with  the  phrase  deal- 
ing with  “Westerns”  produced  in  connected 
series  of  groups  or  (connected  by  a com- 
mon story  or  star).  The  contention  here 
is  that  westerns  produced  not  in  a series  or 
with  a different  star  may  be  included  in 
the  regular  contract  and  not  on  the 
separate  agreement  providing  for  the  west- 
ern group.  Westerns  so  included,  or  other 
features  produced  by  outside  producers, 
are  labeled  “quickies”  and  “cheaters”  and 
which  may  be  incorporated  in  regular  con- 
tracts unless  a protection  bar  is  set  up. 

Clause  two,  on  Trade  Annormcement,  is 
as  vague  as  ever  to  Allied  forces.  Pictures 
should  be  identified,  according  to  this 
organization,  and  there  should  be  greater 
cancellation  requirements  on  imidentified 
films.  Holding  that  blind  buying  and  sell- 
ing, which  the  Neely  bill  seeks  to  elimin- 
ate, is  still  apparent.  Allied  objects  to  the 
words  “it  being  understood  that  the  com- 
pletion of  such  pictures  actually  in  produc- 
tion and  the  making  of  such  other  pic- 
tures which  it  is  intended  to  produce  are 
subject  to  the  hazards  and  uncertainties 
of  the  business  and  they  may  not  be  com- 


Independent Analyzes 
Independent 

New  York — Commenting  on  the  trade 
practice  meetings.  Max  A.  Cohen,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  New  York,  told  the 
membership  at  its  last  meeting  that 
"no  matter  how  bad  things  are  in  the 
business  we  all  are  making  our  living 
out  of  it." 

"And,"  he  added,  "how  many  inde- 
pendent theatres  are  there  for  sale?" 

No  one  hazarded  a guess  and  Cohen 
then  said; 

"Take  it  from  me,  if  theatre  divorce- 
ment ever  becomes  a law  here  watch 
out.  I'd  rather  have  major  circuits  as 
my  competitors  any  day  rather  than 
deal  with  independent  opposition." 


pleted,  or  produced,  as  planned.” 

Allied’s  committee  is  insisting  pictures 
offered  at  the  beginning  of  a season  be 
identified  in  contracts. 

In  clause  three,  objection  is  made  to  the 
proposal  by  distributors  giving  arbitration 
boards  the  right  to  determine  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  pictures  that  could  be 
played  by  an  exhibitor  seeking  to  buy  half 
or  less  than  50  per  cent  of  a distributor’s 
output.  In  cases  where  theatre  owners, 
having  completed  most  of  their  booking 
requirements,  want  to  buy  one  or  two  out- 
standing pictures  from  a company  not  pre- 
viously dealt  with.  Allied  holds  there 
should  be  no  provision  that  half  of  the 
distributor’s  product  must  be  purchased. 
If  there  is  any  reserve  playing  time  on  an 
exhibitor’s  books,  he  should  be  permitted 
to  buy  freely  and  book  as  he  sees  fit,  it  is 
argued. 

Clause  four  deals  with  preferred  play- 
ing time  and  Allied  does  not  believe  that 
preferred  time  should  be  given  percentage 
pictures  because  no  such  guarantee  pre- 
vails on  flat  rentals.  Many  questions  may 
arise  in  connection  with  preferred  play- 
ing time,  it  is  held,  including  discrimina- 
tion between  theatres  in  exacting  it.  The 
question  also  arises  what  happens  if  ex- 
hibitor and  distributor  do  not  mutually 
agree  on  the  mrmber  of  preferred  playing 
time  pictures  as  well  as  the  amount  of 
days  to  be  alloted  such  pictures. 

There  are  several  differences  of  opinion 
in  clause  five,  having  to  do  with  runs  and 
existing  customers.  Firstly,  Allied  wants 
terms  of  a contract  agreed  upon  without 
being  subject  to  arbitration.  It  is  as- 
serted that  the  good  faith  of  distributors 
in  negotiating  fair  terms  and  of  exhibitors 
in  asking  for  a run  will  be  apparent  be- 
fore a contract  is  closed. 

Not  entirely  in  keeping  with  Allied’s  pro- 


Holds  to  Argument  for 
Product  Description 
At  Season's  Start 

posal  is  the  distributor’s  language  on  the 
condition  of  an  exhibitor’s  theatre,  policy, 
etc.,  as  a base  for  granting  a desired  run. 
“So  long  as  the  established  theatre  keeps 
abreast  of  the  times  and  is  properly  main- 
tained and  operated,  distributors  will  not 
sell  away  from  an  established  theatre,”  is 
Allied’s  suggestion,  which  was  substituted 
by  distributors  for  “provided  that  such 
an  exhibitor’s  theatre  is  not  of  obsolete 
character,  is  in  good  condition  and  oper- 
ates under  a policy  which  is  not  destruc- 
tive or  which  would  not  substantially  af- 
fect the  business  of  any  other  run  of  dis- 
tributor’s pictures,  and  further  provided 
that  such  exhibitor  is  of  good  reputation 
as  a theatre  operator  and  is  financially  re- 
sponsible.” 

The  proposal  not  to  sell  away  from  an 
established  account  to  a new  or  other  ex- 
hibitor for  the  sole  reason  that  such  an 
exhibitor  is  a customer  of  the  distributor 
in  the  same  or  other  situations  and  de- 
termination by  arbitration  whether  this 
is  the  sole  reason  is  full  of  loopholes,  ac- 
cording to  Allied,  because  many  reasons 
could  be  established  by  distributors  to 
bring  home  their  point. 

Wins  on  Shorts  Forcing 

Allied,  although  it  won  its  point  on 
clause  six,  dealing  with  shorts,  newsreels, 
trailers  and  “Westerns,”  etc.,  asks  that 
any  controversies  over  the  forcing  of  these 
items  listed  should  be  settled  by  arbitra- 
tion. Serials,  reissues  and  any  foreign 
pictures  are  now  included  in  the  clause. 
The  most  vital  Allied  gain,  however,  is  the 
elimination  of  the  phrase  “but  nothing 
herein  shall  be  deemed  to  prohibit  any  ef- 
fort by  the  distributor  to  license  short  sub- 
jects, newsreels  and  trailers.”  This  defi- 
nitely clears  up  the  issue  that  there  will  be 
no  forcing  of  shorts,  newsreels,  trailers,  re- 
issues, “Westerns,”  etc.,  and  all  that  is 
asked  now  is,  if  a dispute  arises,  it  should 
be  clarified  by  arbitration. 

While  Allied  feels  that  distributors  have 
written  clause  seven,  dealing  with  score 
charges,  as  outlined,  doubt  exists  whether 
distributors  should  have  the  arbitrary  right 
to  set  score  charges  on  percentage  pictures 
and  whether  any  differences  over  prices 
should  be  subject  to  arbitration. 

There  is  no  disagreement  on  clause  eight 
— allocation  of  pictures. 

Clause  nine,  Non-Theatrical  Competi- 

(Continued  on  page  32) 


Text  of  Second  Trade  Practice  Pact,  Pages  17  and  20 


BOXOFnCE  February  4,  1939 


5 


MYERS  STRIKES  FOR  TRADE  PACT  INCLUSION 
IN  CONSENT  DECREE  ENDING  FEDERAL  SUIT 


Extends  Cooperation  in 
Drafting  a Gradual 
Divorcement  Plan 

Boston — In  a printed  statement  circu- 
lated among  a large  gathering  of  exhibi- 
tors attending  the  annual  convention  of 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel  for  national  Allied, 
recommended  that  the  “code  of  fair  trade 
practices”  be  included  in  a “consent  de- 
cree” in  the  government’s  anti-trust  suit 
against  majors.  He  did  not  attend. 

Reviewing  the  various  bills  pending, 
Myers  promised  to  personally  cooperate 
with  the  department  of  justice  in  devis- 
ing a plan  for  gradual  theatre  divorce- 
ment over  a period  of  years  which  would 
enable  producer-exhibitors  to  realize  a fair 
price  on  the  holdings. 

“Because  it  has  been  my  lot  to  repre- 
sent independent  exhibitors  (sometimes 
called  the  ‘have  nots’)  in  their  relations 
with  the  highly  organized  producer-dis- 
tributors (properly  called  the  ‘haves’), 
Myers  said,  “I  have,  perforce,  done  a lot 
of  complaining  and  have  indulged  in  some 
criticism  about  the  conduct  of  affairs  in 
the  motion  picture  business. 

“Some  of  my  friends  in  the  producer- 
distributor  ranks  (and  mirabile  dictu,  I 
have  some)  have  challenged  me  on  vari- 
ous occasions,”  he  continued,  “to  say  what 
I would  do  in  certain  circumstances  to 
remedy  conditions  complained  about,  had 
I the  authority  and  responsibility  that 
reposes  in  them.  Because  these  challenges 
usually  related  to  some  isolated  trans- 
action, and  no  question  of  sweeping  in- 
dustry reorganization  or  reform  could  be 
considered,  I have  frequently  been  at  a 
loss  for  an  answer. 

Cite  “Real  Answer” 

“This  illustrates  the  difficulty,  if  not 
the  impossibility,  of  treating  the  evils  that 
have  grown  up  in  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness symptomatically.  For  example,  it  is 
hard  to  say  how  much  of  the  advantage 
inherent  in  its  relationship  to  a producer- 
distributor  an  affiliated  chain  should  vol- 
untarily relinquish  to  an  independent  ex- 
hibitor in  a particular  locality. 

“The  real  answer,”  Myers  added,  “the 
one  which  the  government  proposes  and 
which  in  the  long  rim  will  prevail,  is  that 
the  producer-distributors  should  divest 
themselves  of  their  theatre  holdings  so 
that  they  will  be  free  to  sell  pictures  in 
competition  with  each  other  and  to  all 
exhibitors  ■without  the  temptation  to  favor 
one  class  of  buyers  as  against  the  other. 

“As  the  industry  enters  1939,  it  is  faced 
■with  the  government  suit,  the  North  Da- 
kota theatre  divorcement  law,  the  Inter- 
state case,  the  Chicago  contempt  proceed- 
ings, the  Neely-Edmiston  BUI,  a large  num- 
ber of  private  suits  and  the  prospect  of 
divorcement  bills  in  several  states. 

“This  threatening  situation  is  being  met 
obliquely  by  dUatory  pleas  and  dilatory 


10,000 Have 
20%  Rights 

New  York  — At  least  10,000  theatres 
wiU  benefit  from  the  20  per  cent  canceUa- 
tion  feature  of  the  trade  practice  draft 
and  the  remaining  4,000  will  be  included 
in  the  classes  providing  for  15  and  10  per 
cent  eliminations,  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTOA,  states  in  a general 
buUetin  dated  February  1. 

“It  cannot  be  denied,”  the  MPTOA  adds, 
“that  this  option  to  cancel  is  a big  im- 
provement over  any  previous  plan  to  re- 
lieve the  exhibitor  of  the  necessity  of 
playing  or  paying  for  unwanted  pictures. 
In  effect,  it  makes  all  contracts  selective. 

(Continued  on  page  17) 


tactics  in  the  government  proceedings,  by 
efforts  to  set  aside  state  enactments  by 
tenuous  and  abstruse  constitutional  argu- 
ments. and  efforts  to  retard  or  prevent 
passage  of  the  Neely-Edmiston  Bill  by  in- 
direct methods  including  misrepresenta- 
tion as  to  the  status  of  the  current  trade 
practice  negotiations. 

“The  obvious  desire  of  the  government 
to  assist  the  industry  to  put  its  house  in 
order  once  and  for  all,  so  that  hereafter 
it  wUl  be  immune  from  molestation,  has 
been  received  with  sullen  resentment,”  said 
the  Allied  pivot. 

“I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  better 
for  all  concerned  if  those  in  ultimate  au- 
thority in  the  major  companies  would  re- 
solve that,  during  1939,  they  will  bend  every 
effort  to  meet  the  situation  I have  de- 
scribed fairly  and  directly  and  seek  to 
work  out  solutions  that  will  conform  to 
the  laws  and  policies  of  the  United  States 
and  at  the  same  time  conserve  property 
rights  and  all  that  is  good  in  the  business. 

“That  sounds  like  a big  order,”  Myers 
admitted,  “but  the  choice  is  between  ac- 
complishing these  changes  by  voluntary 
action  ■with  the  helpful  cooperation  of  all 
concerned  or  having  them  imposed  on  the 
industry  by  statute  or  court  order  with- 
out consultation  with  or  regard  for  the 
wishes  of  those  who  for  the  time  being 
preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  industry. 
In  view  of  this,  the  suggestion  is  not 
merely  ‘big  talk,’  but  is  good  common 
sense. 

“No  one  has  challenged  me  to  say  how 
aU  this  could  be  accomplished,  but  I shall 
nevertheless  outline  my  ideas  for  whatever 
good  it  may  accomplish. 

“Firstly,  I would,  in  cooperation  with  the 
department  of  justice,  devise  a plan  where- 
by the  producer-distributor  could  dispose 
of  their  theatre  holdings  gradually  over  a 
period  of  years  so  as  to  lessen  the  shock 
of  the  operation  and  enable  the  com- 


Says  Choice  Is  Between 
Voluntary  Reform  or 
Reform  by  Statute 

panies  to  realize  a fair  price  for  their 
properties. 

“This  sort  of  thing  has  been  accom- 
plished many  times  under  dissolution  de- 
crees, the  commonest  procedure  being  to 
issue  to  stockholders  of  the  parent  com- 
pany negotiable  certificates  of  beneficial 
interest  in  the  stock  of  the  subsidiary, 
convertible  for  actual  shares  by  any  hold- 
er who  files  an  affidavit  that  he  is  not 
interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
parent  company,  such  stock  being  trusteed 
during  the  process  of  conversion. 

“Next,  I would  take  any  substantial 
action  to  meet  the  objections  of  the  pub- 
lic to  compulsory  block  booking  and  blind 
selling,  going  as  far  as  I possibly  could 
for  the  time  being  with  definite  commit- 
ment for  further  reforms  as  studio  and 
distribution  practices  could  be  altered  to 
accommodate  the  same. 

“In  this  connection,  I would  give  serious 
consideration  to  the  Allied  proposal  to  the 
distributors’  negotiating  committee  that 
they  identify  as  many  pictures  as  possible 
and  then  grant  a larger  cancellation  privi- 
lege for  undesignated  pictures,  so  that 
the  economic  urge  will  be  against,  not 
for,  blind  selling.  And  I would  fire  the 
first  lawyer  or  industry  politician  who 
tried  to  clutter  up  the  commitment  with 
trick  clauses  designed  to  defeat  the  opera- 
tion. 

Would  Make  Code  Decree 

“I  would  work  out  with  the  independent 
exhibitors  a code  of  fair  trade  practices 
which  would  cover  not  only  the  customary 
complaints,  but  which  would  also  provide 
against  the  other  abuses  set  forth  in  the 
government’s  suit  such  as  the  granting 
of  special  favors  to  large  buyers,  recog- 
nizing that  the  policy  of  the  country  today 
is  dead  set  against  this  form  of  discrimi- 
nation as  evidenced  by  the  increasing 
amount  of  anti-chain  legislation. 

“This  code  I would  endeavor  to  have 
included  in  a consent  decree  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s suit  so  that  in  the  future  the 
producer- distributors  would  be  protected 
against  the  demands  of  the  so-called  in- 
dependent chains  for  preferential  treat- 
ment. 

“I  would  join  in  setting  up  a fair  and 
effective  arbitration  machinery  for  inter- 
preting and  applying  the  provisions  of 
the  code  in  the  first  instance.  If  the  pro- 
cedure is  fair,  and  is  honestly  adminis- 
tered, I would  have  confidence  that  few, 
if  any,  cases  would  be  carried  beyond  this 
stage  and  that  litigation  would  be  re- 
duced to  a minimum.” 

Henderson  M.  Richey,  RKO  field  ex- 
hibitor contact  and  former  Allied  chieftain 
in  Detroit,  also  spoke.  Frank  Howard,  said 
to  be  the  first  exhibitor  in  the  country, 
was  guest  of  honor. 


6 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  4,  1939 


jEftCHCOM^r 

ttU''  Po”"”® 
Ln.n««»"*  *•'!!!, 


Nik 
1^ 


, '’s'bS'*,'  , 

. / '' ' 

'utl  MJ' 


MIAMI 


Opening  at  the  beach  at 
theSheridanTheatre"THE 
BEACHCOMBER"  topped 
the  New  Year’s  Day  high, 
doubled  the  grosses  of  a 
couple  of  the  best  known 
pictures  of  the  year  fea- 
turing a family  combina- 
tion and  a well-known 
singing  duo.  Also  topped 
the  business  of  "The 
Buccaneer",  "Wells 
Fargo"  and  other  out- 
standing grossers. 

Following  this,  set  in 
at  the  Colony  Theatre, the 
openingdaywas2V2times 
New  Year’s  Day  and  the 
picture  outgrossed  any 
picture  that  has  played 
there  thisyearandtopped 
the  outstanding  grossers 
of  last  year.  Now  play- 
ing at  the  Olympia  to 
record  business. 


HOUSTON 


— Metropolitan. . ."THE 
BEACHCOMBER"  does  a 
week’s  business  in  three 
days  and  tops  such  out- 
standing grossers  as 
"Spawn","lflWereKing" 
"The  Buccaneer"  and 
"Souls  At  Sea".  Set  for 
hold-over. 


CHARLES 

“THE  BEACHCOMBER 

«ith  tUo  loinhester 

A WoY^'o'"®'  Picture 

Produced  and  Directed 

by  Erich  Pommer 

A Poromount  Release 


— RIvoli . . .With  five 
tremendou  s weeks 
at  the  R i VO  I i Theatre 
THE  BEACHCOMBER' 
has  proven  to  be  one 
of  the  top  grossers 
that  ever  played  this 
house,  only  exceeded 
by  three  other  pictures 
in  the  last  five  years. 


NEWARK 

Paramount  Thea- 
tre...^'Beachcomber" 
brings  the  best  busi- 
ness in 40  weeks.  Tops 
"King",  "Sinners", 
"Men  With  Wings". 
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Denham . . . Opened 
to  smash  business  out- 
grossing  ^'Arkansas 
Traveler",  "Men  With 
Wings"  and  other  top 
grossers.  Dave 
Cockrill  wires  it  is  do- 
ing the  best  business 
of  any  picture  he  has 
played  in  the  last  six 
months.  In  there  for  a 
two-week  run  at  least. 
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Uptown . . . 200%  on 
the  opening  week  is 
The  BEACHCOMBER’S'^ 
record  in  this  house. 
Booked  in  for  an  in- 
definite run. 


— Princess  . . ."THE 
BEACHCOMBER"  did 
a week’s  business  in 
three  days  at  the 
Princess  and  is  now 
going  on  to  pile  up 
record  highs. 


FINES  TELEVISION  FACING  MANY  A HURDLE 
AND  NO  IMMEDIATE  CADSE  FOR  FILM  WORRY 


Business  Paper  Discounts 
Harmful  Potentiality  of 
"Grand  Gamble" 

New  York — “Television,  at  first,  will  be 
far  too  weak  to  compete  with  the  motion 
pictures — if  indeed  ordinary  movie  fare 
will  ever  prove  suitable  for  every  night 
consumption  in  the  home.” 

Thus,  Business  Week  sums  up  a portion 
of  the  outlook  “of  a new  industry  with 
unplumbed  potentialities  for  nearly  every 
line  of  business  endeavor,”  in  an  article 
entitled  “1939 — Television  Year.”  In 
abridged  form,  the  publication  rounds  out 
its  views  with  these  highlights: 

Few  people  realize  that  the  only  market 
for  television  now  contemplated  by  the 
manufacturers  is  the  New  York  City  area 
and  possibly  Los  Angeles;  that  it  may  be 
a year  or  more  before  regular  program 
service  is  instituted  in  any  other  key  city; 
that  there  are  only  96  areas  in  the  coun- 
try where  population  is  sufficiently  dense 
to  support  the  service,  under  any  condi- 
tions now  imaginable. 

Cites  Limitations 

Assuming  the  technical  problem  of  tele- 
vision is  considered  solved,  there  are  limi- 
tations, especially  geographical,  from 
which  at  present  there  is  no  visible  avenue 
of  escape.  Still  another  problem  is  the 
artistic  excellence  or  entertainment  value 
of  the  medium;  “The  artistic  attainments 
of  television  will  always  depend  solely 
upon  the  imagination  and  financial  re- 
sources of  the  broadcasters,”  it  is  pointed 
out. 

Because  television  “cannot  succeed  im- 
less  the  programs  command  the  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  the  wewing  public,” 
the  medium  can  be  “set  down  today  as  a 
grand  gamble.  When  and  if  the  broad- 
casters hit  the  lucky  formula — television 
will  be  here  to  stay.” 

In  consideration  of  the  economic  and 
technical — or  geographical  — problems 
“which  exercise  the  most  serious  restraints 
on  television,”  the  article  points  to  the 


minimum  cost  of  a transmitter — $60,000 
— which  does  not  include  installation,  stu- 
dio construction,  or  purchase  of  site.  The 
maximum  rims  to  $650,000,  installed,  com- 
plete with  accessories.  Receivers  cost  from 
$100  to  $1,000,  corresponding  to  sound  re- 
ceivers that  run  from  $25  to  $250. 

“Thus  the  broadcaster  can  be  out  of 
pocket  well  over  a half  million  dollars 
before  he  takes  the  air — with  no  assur- 
ance of  any  ultimate  return.  Will  the 
public  buy?”  is  a question  posed. 

On  geographical  limitations,  “perhaps 
the  most  serious  of  all,”  it  is  pointed  out 
the  range  of  a transmitter  is  limited  by 
height  of  the  transmitting  antenna  and 
the  character  of  suiTOunding  terrain;  50 
miles  for  an  antenna  a quarter  of  a mile 
high.  An  antenna  400  feet  high,  perhaps 
the  highest  to  be  expected  in  many  of  the 
smaller  cities,  can  serve  with  an  adequate 
signal  only  receivers  within  25  or  30  miles. 

“Syndication”  Obstacle 

Television  cannot  be  syndicated  simul- 
taneously to  many  stations,  as  in  network 
sound  broadcasting.  The  “widely  heralded” 
coaxial  pipe  costs  so  much  and  has  such 
great  potential  value  in  ordinary  tele- 
phone work  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  these  lines  will  be  installed,  or  made 
available  for  television  when  installed,  un- 
til a very  pressing  demand  for  them  arises. 

The  conclusion  of  these  circumstances 
is  seen  as  having  two  very  important  con- 
sequences: (1)  It  is  economically  feasible 
to  serve  only  the  densely  populated  re- 
gions in  urban  areas,  (2)  each  station 
must  depend  upon  its  own  resources  for 
programs  or  must  use  motion  picture  film. 
Programs  other  than  film  must  be  devised, 
cast,  rehearsed  and  produced  individually 
by  each  station.  The  program  cost  is  there 
multiplied  enormously. 

The  cause  of  all  these  limitations  is  said 
to  be  “rooted  in  one  inevitable  necessity: 
the  enormous  rate  of  speed  at  which  in- 
formation in  the  picture  must  be  sent 
over  a television  system  in  order  to  con- 
vey a moving  image  of  sufficient  detail 
to  satisfy  the  observer.”  A technical 
clarification  of  this  “fundamental  im- 
passe” is  here  gone  into,  resolving  in  the 


Sees  Sponsorship 
5 Years  Off 

New  York — Calculations  of  leading 
broadcasters  indicate  that  400,000  tele- 
vision sets  must  be  in  homes  in  the 
New  York  area  where  the  new  venture 
will  start,  before  an  advertiser  can 
afford  to  sponsor  and  pay  for  the  com- 
plete costs  of  the  program. 

“The  guesses  ore  that  this  will  take 
from  five  to  ten  years,  but  the  sort  of 
guessing  is  dangerous,  since  it  may  be 
proven  too  conservative  in  the  first 
year,  or  too  optimistic  about  the  first 
25  years.  Taking  it  on  its  face  value, 
the  fact  remains  that  sponsored  broad- 
casts which  actually  pay  the  costs  are 
at  least  five  years  away."  From  “1939 — 
Television  Year,"  published  in  "BUSI- 
NESS WEEK." 


observation  that  to  cover  a wide  area  with 
a television  station  the  highest  possible 
point  near  the  center  of  population  must 
be  chosen,  such  as  skyscrapers  or  high 
mountains.  But  most  skyscrapers  fall  far 
short  of  the  1,000-foot  mark  and  most 
mountains  are  not  apt  to  be  in  centers 
of  population. 

In  view  of  the  “enormous  spread  in 
costs”  of  television  service,  based  on  cur- 
rent activity  in  England,  which  is  com- 
puted at  $2,750  an  hour,  the  position  is 
taken  by  some  observers  that  television 
cannot  afford  program  material  of  the 
type  produced  by  Hollywood.  It  would  re- 
quire at  least  100  stations  paying  for  the 
program  simultaneously,  and  each  with  a 
half  million  or  so  families  in  the  audience 
to  cover  the  production  costs.  Another 
view  is  that  films  prepared  by  Hollywood 
especially  for  television  use  could  be  sent 
out  to  all  television  stations,  when  and 
if  100  stations  with  half-million-family 
audiences  are  set  up.  Since  no  such  pros- 
pect is  in  sight  “for  many  years,”  the 
article  states,  it  follows  that  Hollywood 
film  cannot  be  used,  unless  the  costs  of 
producing  it  are  reduced  drastically. 

Sees  Films  as  Medium 

“The  other  school  of  thought  argues 
that  film  is  the  only  solution  to  programs 
for  stations  located  any  distance  from  tal- 
ent centers.  Since  this  is  so,  Hollywood  will 
make  film  for  these  stations,  and  the 
quality  of  it  will  reflect  the  price  these 
stations  can  afford  to  pay.” 

Plumbing  still  further  on  this  point:  “It 
remains  a fact  that  television  stations  are 
wondering  just  how  cooperative  Hollywood 
will  be  when  service  starts  and  requests 
are  made  to  show  current  movie  releases 
over  the  air.  It  is  certain  exhibitors  will 
squawk  loudly  if  and  when  they  feel  the 
slightest  pinch  of  competition  from  tele- 
vision. The  effect  of  the  squawking  will 
be  all  the  more  potent  if  the  current  gov- 
(Con tinned  on  page  32) 


How  Films  Enter  the  Setup 

New  York — According  to  BUSINESS  WEEK,  these  are  the  companies  who  are 
interested  in  television  with  financial  backing  from  the  film  industry: 

"Allen  B.  DuMont  Laboratories.  This  company,  which  has  in  the  past  about 
broken  even  out  of  earnings  from  other  sources,  was  almost  ready  to  go  to  the 
public  with  a stock  issue  a little  over  a year  ago.  Bad  markets  intervened,  and  an 
arrangement  was  subsequently  made  with  Paramount  Pictures.  The  DuMont 
management  owns  the  entire  issue  of  56,000  shares  of  Class  A common  stock. 
Paramount  owns  14,000  shares  of  Class  B and  has  options  to  buy,  at  par  value  of 
$1  a share,  the  remaining  42,000  B shares.  In  return  for  these  options.  Paramount 
agrees  to  lend  the  company  all  or  any  part  of  $200,000  for  10  years. 

"Transamerica  Broadcasting  & Television  Corp.  This  company  has  already 
been  taken  under  the  wing  of  motion  picture  interests.  Warner  Bros,  bought  a 65 
per  cent  stock  interest  in  1936." 
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All  of  the  Napoleons  wash 
themselves  up  at  their  indi- 
vidual Waterloos,  but  in  the  pic- 
ture business  where  two  plus  two 
does  not  always  total  four,  it  turns 
out  to  be  different.  There  is  Ray 
Johnston,  for  instance. 

He  was  bom  in  Bristow,  la.,  forty- 
seven  years  ago,  graduated  from 
the  Waterloo  College  of  Commerce, 
started  to  make  a go  of  it  on  the 
Waterloo  Daily  Reporter.  There- 
after he  joined  the  Citizen's  Gas  and 
Electric  Company  as  secretary  to 
the  manager,  the  Vaughan  Land 
Company,  the  Western  Realty  and 
Investment  Company  and  the  Iowa 
Mausoleum  Company  and,  through 
all  of  the  steps,  played  them  out  in 
the  town  with  the  name  that  Napo- 
leon made  famous.  Just  what  the 
significance  is  in  the  fact  that  John- 
ston, at  22,  quit  the  mausoleum 
company  and  next  took  up  with  films 
is  not  apparent.  But  he  did. 

That  was  almost  exactly  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  As  Monogram  looks 
at  the  calendar  and  sees  February 
rounding  out  its  first  week,  it  was 
twenty-five  years  ago  on  the  nose 
and  already  there  is  a celebration 
under  way.  It  assumes  form  in  the 
shape  of  a jubilee,  nationally  or- 
ganized for  exhibitor  participation 
to  further  along  the  company's  an- 
nounced objective  of  a sales  quota 
topping  six  millions  in  1939. 

And  why  not  for  Johnston?  He's 
been  around  a long  time.  From 
Thcmhauser  at  New  Rochelle  in  1914 
down  the  line  to  Syndicate,  "Doc" 
Shallenberger  and  Arrow  Film  to 
Ray  art  in  1924  and  the  original 
Monogram  in  1931  as  well  as  Re- 
public in  1935  and  a reorganized 
Monogram  in  1936,  Johnston  has 
waged  his  battle  representatively 
and  well.  He  has  been  constantly 
aware  of  the  niche  his  various  en- 
terprises have  filled,  the  budgetary 
obligations  to  be  observed  and  the 
price  classification  turned  loose  on 
the  exhibitor. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  for  those 
whose  markmanship  brings  them 
within  the  orbit  of  their  objective. 
It  makes  matters  go  easier  and 
smoother  to  know  the  direction.  It 
seems  quite  safe  to  remark  about 
Johnston  that  he  understands  this 
thoroughly  and  that  the  conse- 
quences of  this  awareness  make 


themselves  known  in  the  tally  and 
in  the  results. 

After  a quarter  of  a century,  the 
bulky  and  pleasant  Johnston  con- 
tinues at  it  with  enthusiasm  un- 
dimmed and  the  expanses  of  his 
business  estate  more  widely  flung. 
It  is  nice  to  be  able  to  record  that. 
On  March  1,  stockholders  of  Mono- 
gram will  be  asked,  and  no  doubt 
will  vote,  to  amend  Johnston's  cur- 
rent contract  as  president  whereby 
it  will  be  extended  from  its  current 
expiration  in  1942  to  1944.  That  con- 
stitutes a mark  of  confidence  in  the 
man  and  in  the  future  of  the  man. 
It  is  nice  to  be  able  to  record  that, 
too. 

Open  Letter  Route 

"Dick  Smith," 

Somewhere,  U.S.A. 

About  that  interesting  communi- 
cation of  yours,  whoever  you  may 
be. 

You  remark  it  is  written  in  "all 
sincerity  of  purpose."  Yet,  you  type 
in  "Dick  Smith,"  if  that  is  your  name, 
merely  initial  it  with  a nondescript 
"S,"  and  give  no  indication  of  who 
you  are,  what  exhibitors  you  repre- 
sent, if  any,  and  where  you  may  be 
reached. 

You  owe  it  to  the  person  you  write 
to  identify  yourself,  although  you 
may  not  want  your  name  published. 
Therefore,  your  communication  au- 
tomatically degenerates  into  the 
anonymous  letter  category. 

As  such,  it  rates  the  waste  paper 
basket,  but  we'll  hold  it  for  a couple 
of  weeks  in  the  anticipation  you'll 
remove  the  disguise. 

Yours, 

BOXOFFICE. 


Hand  Delivery 

You  may  remember  the  gag  that 
preceded  the  arrival  in  New  York 
from  London  some  months  ago  of 
Ben  Goetz,  he  who  is  in  charge  of 
production  for  Metro  in  England. 
Ben  came  over  with  the  print  of 
"The  Citadel,"  the  conclusion  quick- 
ly being  the  picture  must  have  had 
it.  Otherwise,  he  would  hove  mailed 
it. 

Now  it  appears  the  completion  of 
"Good-bye,  Mr.  Chips"  is  in  sight. 

Advises  Ben,  "I  expect  to  bring  the 
print  back  with  me  (not  mailing  this 
one,  either).  So  I hope  to  be  seeing 
you  in  March." 
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It’s  In  The  Cards 


It  should  have  been  confidential 
but  we  couldn’t  resist  telling  you. 
The  Home  Office  has  just  received 
this  note  from  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
in  Hollywood  about  “CAFE 
SOCIETY,’’  starring  Madeleine 
Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray,  Shirley 
Ross.  “Out  of  250  cards  received 
from  the  preview  of  this  picture 
only  one  card  did  not  say  excellent. 
30  to  40  cards  begged  that  not  a foot 
be  cut  from  the  picture,  that  it  was 
fine  as  it  stood.  The  entire  studio 
was  very  enthusiastic  about  this 
production.”  ’Nuf  sed. 

Honeymoon  on  Broadway 

It  would  have  warmed  any  show- 
man’s heart  to  have  stood  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Paramount  Theatre 
(if  he  could  have  squeezed  in)  and 
listened  to  the  audience’s  com- 
ments as  they  streamed  out  after 
seeing  “PARIS  HONEYMOON”: 
“Akim  Tamiroff  is  the  hit  of  the 
show”.  . .“Crosby  is  tops  when  it 
comes  to  crooning”  . . . “Very 
good”  . . . “I  never  laughed  so 
much  in  my  life”.  . .“Another  hit 
for  Bing”.  . . 

And  all  over  the  rest  of  the 
country,  too,  this  new  Paramount 
triumph  is  hitting  the  high  spots, 
averaging  better  than  120%  where- 
ever  it  has  played.  It’s  a real  Paris 
HONEYmoon,  all  right. 


lafc  /d  ^ 


PARAMOUNT 


Sweet  Music 


Looking  Ahead 


More  than  250  radio  stations  all 
over  the  country  are  plugging  the 
hit  songs  ...  all  from  Paramount’s 
hit  picture  “ST.  LOUIS  BLUES”. 
That’s  the  kind  of  publicity  cover- 
age Paramount  gives  exhibs  . . . 
and  that’s  the  kind  that  keeps  the 
box-office  humming. 


Crime  Pays  OfF 


Pardon  us  for  being  contradictory, 
but  here  is  one  case  where  crime 
does  pay — and  how!  After  seeing 
“PERSONS  IN  HIDING”, 
adapted  from  J.  Edgar  Hoover’s 
book  of  the  same  name,  we  feel 
safe  in  saying  this  is  one  of  the  best 
crime  pictures  yet  made  and  will 
pay  off  by  the  carload.  The  trade- 
paper  boys  seem  to  agree  with  us. 
Hollywood  Reporter  says:  “Un- 
questionably top-of-the-bill  quality 
from  every  angle.  The  real  au- 
thenticated article.  All  other  previ- 
ous excursions  into  this  field  have 
been  ordinary  ‘cops-and-robbers’ 
stuff.”... M.  P.  Daily  says:  “If  they 
don’t  come  in  to  see  this  picture, 
there  is  no  use  making  any  more 
gang  films.”. . . Hollywood  Variety 
say:  “One  of  the  most  gripping 
and  entertaining  mellers  to  come 
forward  in  many  a moon” . . . 

Thanks  boys,  we  feel  just  the  same 
way  about  it  and  we’ve  got  a strong 
hunch  every  theatre  man,  will  too. 
P.  S.  Don’t  forget,  this  is  the  pic- 
ture in  which  America  gets  a 
chance  to  see  that  new  star  they’re 
all  talking  about — that  sensational 
Patricia  Morison. 


Soon  scheduled  for  the  cameras: 
“KNIGHTS  OF  THE  ROUND 
TABLE”  with  Doug.  Fairbanks,  Jr. 
as  a dashing  hero  . . . 

“THE  STAR  MAKER”  with  Bing 
Crosby  in  the  role  of  a famous  dis- 
coverer of  many  of  the  stage  and 
screen’s  greatest  stars  . . .“THE 
CAT  AND  THE  CANARY,” 
famous  Broadway  comedy-mystery 
with  Bob  Hope,  Martha  Raye  and 
Shirley  Ross  . . .“THE  G RAC  IE 
ALLEN  MURDER  CASE”  with, 
of  course,  the  one  and  only  Grade 
and  the  one  and  only  Philo — 
Warren  William  . . .“AIR  RAID” 
with  Madeleine  Carroll  and 
Melvyn  Douglas  . . .“SOME  LIKE 
IT  HOT”  with  Bob  Hope,  Shirley 
Ross  and  Gene  Krupa  who  is 
plenty  hot  . . . that’s  only  a few  of 
the  swell  shows  that’ll  be  rolling 
your  way  from  Paramount. 


Last  Minute  Flash 


“NEVER  SAY  DIE”  with  Martha 
Raye,  Bob  Hope,  Andy  Devine, 
Alan  Mowbray,  Gale  Sondergaard, 
Ernest  Cossart.  Directed  by  Elliott 
Nugent.  Just  screened.  Full  of  en- 
tertainment from  opening  credits 
to  last  fade-out.  Projection  room 
still  echoing  with  the  laughs. 


First  showing  triples 
average  week’s  gross 
at  California  Theatre, 
San  Diego,  after 

SETTING  NEW  5-YEAR 
OPENING-DAY  RECORD! 


'^Has  everything  the  public  wants  — 
romance,  drama,  action,  crashes,  tears, 
laughs!''  — The  Exhibitor 

"Captures  full  wallop  of  sensational 
episodes.  Has  plenty  of  exploitation 
ammunition!"  — Daily  Variety 


Roaring  saga!  Thrills  and  action 
aplenty!  Moves  at  five-mile-a-minute 
pace!"  — Boxoff/ce 

"Heavy  boxoffice!  Plenty  of  qualities 
which  mark  it  for  top  entertainment!" 

— Hollywood  Reporter 

"Its  success  is  assured!  Entertainment 
of  a high  order!  Entirely  different!" 

— L.  A.  Examiner 


itfi: 


Xl&e  happiest  entertainmeitt  idea 

since  the  movies  he^an  to  move! 


— 


20th  Century-Fox 

presents 


DON  AMECHE 

and 

THE  RJTZ  BROTHERS 

in 

A Musical  Comedy  Version  of 
ALEXANDRE  DUMAS’ 


R^'antic  Don  Ameche  as  a singing^  Hghting  D’Aijagnai^ 


Text  of  Second  Trade  Practice  Draft 


1 . — Cancellation 
Privileges 

If  the  total  number  of  feature  motion 
pictures  offered  at  any  one  time  to  an  ex- 
hibitor by  a distributor  for  any  rim  in 
any  situation  shall  have  been  licensed  by 
the  distributor,  the  exhibitor  shall  have 
the  right  to  exclude  therefrom  without 
payment  therefor  not  to  exceed  20  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  feature  pic- 
tures so  licensed  if  the  license  fees  of  all 
thereof  average  not  more  than  $100  per 
picture,  15  per  cent  of  the  total  number 
of  pictures  so  licensed  if  the  license  fees 
of  all  thereof  shall  average  in  excess  of 
$100  per  picture  and  not  in  excess  of  $250 
per  picture  and  10  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  thereof  if  the  license  fees  of  all 
thereof  shall  average  in  excess  of  $250 
per  picture  provided  the  exhibitor  shall 
give  to  the  distributor  written  notice  of 
the  exhibitor’s  election  to  exclude  each 
of  said  motion  pictures  within  10  days 
after  the  mailing  by  the  distributor  of  the 
first  notice  of  availability  there  of  and 
provided  further  that  the  exhibitor  shall 
not  at  the  time  of  giving  such  written 
notice  be  in  material  default  under  the 
license  agreement.  If  any  dispute  should 
arise  as  to  whether  or  not  the  exhibitor 
is  in  material  default  under  the  agreement 
such  dispute  shall  be  determined  by  arbi- 
tration. Upon  the  exclusion  of  each  fea- 
ture motion  picture  the  license  therefore 
and  all  rights  thereunder  shall  terminate 
and  shall  revert  to  the  distributor  and 
shall  be  charged  against  the  number  of  ex- 
clusions to  which  the  exhibitor  may  be 
entitled  whether  or  not  a new  license 
agreement  for  the  exhibition  thereof  be 
subsequently  entered  into  by  such  exhibi- 
tor. In  determining  the  number  of  pic- 
tures that  may  be  excluded  under  the 
foregoing  percentages  fractions  of  one-half 
or  more  shall  be  counted  as  one  and  frac- 
tions of  less  than  one-half  shall  not  be 
counted. 

If  the  license  fee  of  any  feature  motion 
picture  specified  in  the  license  agreement 
is  to  be  computed  in  whole  or  in  part  upon 
a percentage  of  the  gross  receipts  of  ex- 
hibition, such  license  fee  (for  the  purpose 
of  computing  the  average  license  fee  of 
all  the  motion  pictures  licensed)  shall  be 
determined  as  follows; 

1.  Average  the  license  fees  of  all  of  the 
distributor’s  feature  motion  pictures  of  the 
preceding  motion  picture  season  exhibited 
for  the  same  run  in  such  situation  upon 
a percentage  basis  at  the  exhibitor’s 
theatre  (s) . 

2.  If  none  of  the  distributor’s  feature 
motion  pictures  were  exhibited  for  the 
same  run  in  such  situation  upon  a per- 
centage basis  at  such  theatre (s)  during 
said  period  then  the  average  license  fee 
shall  be  determined  by  agreement  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  the  license  agree- 
ment. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  section  “West- 
erns” produced  in  connected  series  or 
groups  (connected  by  a common  star  or 
continued  story),  “re-issues,”  and  features 
produced  in  any  foreign  country  (except 
such  as  may  have  been  produced  outside 
of  the  United  States  in  the  English  langu- 
age by  an  American  producer  or  distribu- 
tor or  subsidiary  thereof;  features  pro- 
duced in  a foreign  country  not  by  an 
American  producer  or  distributor  or  sub- 
sidiary thereof  but  distributed  in  the 
United  States  by  an  American  producer  or 
distributor  or  subsidiary  thereof  shall  not 
be  included  within  this  exception),  shall 


not  be  counted  in  determining  the  number 
of  features  offered  or  licensed  or  the  num- 
ber of  features  which  may  be  excluded  and 
if  listed  on  the  same  license  agreements  as 
the  distributor’s  other  feature  pictures 
shall  be  listed  as  a separate  group. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  section  only, 
“Westerns”  (produced  as  aforesaid),  fea- 
tures produced  in  any  foreign  country 
(except  as  aforesaid)  and  “re-issues”  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  separate  groups  of  pic- 
tures and  each  such  group  shall  be  sub- 
.iect  to  exclusion  by  exhibitors  on  the  same 
basis  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
as  herein  set  forth. 

The  exclusions  under  this  section  shall 
be  exercised  proportionately  among  the 
respective  price  brackets  provided  for  in 
the  license  agreement,  provided  however, 
that  any  numbr  of  exclusions  may  be 
made  out  of  the  lowest  price  bracket.  For 
example,  if  the  license  agreement  shall 
license  48  pictures  and  the  highest  price 
bracket  shall  relate  to  eight  pictures,  the 
next  highest  price  bracket  relate  to  12 
pictures,  the  next  highest  price  bracket 
relate  to  16  pictures  and  the  next  or  low- 
est bracket  relate  to  the  remaining  12  pic- 
tures, and  if  the  exhibitor  shall  have  the 
right  to  eliminate  a total  of  ten  per  cent 
or  five  pictures,  then  not  more  than  one 
picture  may  be  eliminated  from  the  high- 
est bracket,  not  more  than  one  picture 
from  the  next  highest  bracket,  not  more 
than  two  pictures  from  the  next  highest 
bracket  and  the  remaining  one  picture 
from  the  lowest  price  bracket,  or  all  or 
any  part  may  be  eliminated  from  the  low- 
est price  bracket.  An  exhibitor  who  has 
the  right  to,  but  does  not  eliminate  one 
or  more  pictures  from  any  price  bracket 
other  than  the  lowest  price  bracket,  shall, 
for  each  such  picture,  have  the  right  to 
eliminate  one  picture  from  the  lowest  price 
bracket,  and  if  at  the  time  of  such  elimina- 
tion there  be  no  unplayed  available  pic- 
tures in  the  lowest  price  bracket,  he  may 
exercise  such  right  in  the  second  lowest 
price  bracket. 

Exhibitors  shall  have  the  right  in  addi- 

10,000  Have  Cancellation 
Rights — Kuykendall 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

It  does  not  prevent  any  exhibitor  from 
bargaining  for  a larger  option  to  cancel,” 
he  states. 

Holding  that  distributors  are  not  agreed 
among  themselves  on  the  final  changes 
to  be  made  in  the  draft,  Kuykendall  con- 
tinues, 

“We  are  advised  that  it  will  take  some 
time  for  the  distributors  to  redraft  these 
proposals  and  agree  among  themselves  on 
the  new  revision.  In  the  meantime,  a 
great  deal  of  confusion  and  misunder- 
standing prevails  at  a time  when  clear 
thinking  and  realistic  understanding  is 
needed.  It  is,  of  course,  not  possible  to 
prepare  any  detailed  analysis  of  the  final 
proposals  of  the  distributors  until  the  dis- 
tributors themselves  agree  on  the  changes 
that  are  to  be  made,  draft  their  proposals 
in  revised  form  and  present  them  for  the 
consideration  of  exhibitors.  However,  it 
is  important  that  exhibitors  keep  clearly 
in  mind  the  main  points  that  can  be  ac- 
complished and  not  to  be  confused  or  led 
astray  by  long  arguments  over  technicali- 
ties and  legalistic  phraseology.” 


tion  to  the  exclusion  privilege  provided 
for  above,  to  exclude  from  the  license 
agreement  any  picture  which  may  be 
locally  offensive  on  moral,  religious  or 
racial  grounds  provided  the  exhibitor  shall 
give  distributor  written  notice,  within  14 
days  after  the  conclusion  of  the  first  ex- 
hibition thereof  in  the  exchange  territory 
out  of  which  the  exhibitor  is  served,  of  the 
exhibitor’s  desire  to  exclude  such  picture 
as  so  offensive  and  specifying  the  grounds 
thereof.  In  the  event  of  any  dispute  as 
to  whether  or  not  a picture  is  so  offensive, 
such  dispute  shall  be  determined  by  con- 
ciliation or  arbitration. 

2. — Trade  Announcement 

Each  distributor  will  make  general  trade 
announcement  at  or  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  each  of  its  seasons,  containing 
such  information  as  it  may  be  practicable 
to  give  of  all  pictures  completed  or  actu- 
ally in  production  then  intended  for  re- 
lease during  such  season,  and  of  any  other 
pictures  then  intended  for  release  during 
such  season,  it  being  understood  that  the 
completion  of  such  pictures  actually  in 
production  and  the  making  of  such  other 
pictures  which  it  is  intended  to  produce 
are  subject  to  the  hazards  and  uncertain- 
ties of  the  business  and  they  may  not  be 
completed,  or  produced,  as  planned. 

3. — Exhibitor  s Limited 
Playing  Time 

When  a number  of  pictures  is  offered 
for  license  to  an  exhibitor  by  a distributor 
and  the  exhibitor  refuses  to  license  such 
number  on  the  sole  ground  that  by  reason 
of  the  minimum  number  of  pictures 
agreed  to  be  exhibited  under  the  license 
agreements  theretofore  entered  into  by 
such  exhibitor  it  is  impossible  under  such 
exhibitor’s  operating  policy  to  play  the  en- 
tire number  offered,  then  such  distributor 
will  offer  to  such  exhibitor  such  lesser 
number  of  pictures  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
or  determined  by  arbitration  as  the  maxi- 
mum number  of  pictures  that  could  be 
played  by  such  exhibitor:  provided  that 
distributor  shall  always  have  the  right  at 
any  time  before  or  after  making  such  offer 
to  such  exhibitor  to  solicit  or  license  all  or 
any  of  its  pictures  to  any  other  exhibitor. 

4. — Preferred  Playing 
Time 

Preferred  playing  time  shall  not  be 
designated  by  the  distributor  for  a feature 
picture  for  which  the  film  rental  is  either 
a fixed  sum  or  computed  in  whole  or  in 
part  upon  a percentage  of  the  admission 
receipts  with  a minimum  fixed  sum  guar- 
anteed. In  respect  of  each  feature  picture 
for  which  the  film  rental  is  to  be  com- 
puted wholly  upon  a percentage  of  the  ad- 
mission receipts,  the  number  of  such  pic- 
tures to  be  played  on  preferred  playing 
time  as  well  as  the  days  constituting  pre- 
ferred playing  time  shall  be  determined  by 
mutual  agreement  between  the  distributor 
and  the  exhibitor  at  the  time  of  the  mak- 
ing of  the  license  agreement  and  the  dis- 
tributor shall  then  be  free  to  desig- 
nate the  pictures  to  be  played  in  accord- 
ance with  such  agreement. 

If  the  distributor  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  its  license  agreement  shall  desig- 
nate for  preferred  playing  time  a picture 
the  film  rental  for  which  is  based,  wholly 
upon  a percentage  of  the  admission  re- 
ceipts and  if  the  exhibitor  shall,  within 
seven  days  after  the  mailing  of  a notice  of 
such  designation,  give  distributor  written 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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Radio  City's  first  six  days,  with 
record  cold  and  blinding  rain 
sweep  it  into  that  coveted  "over 


record  holder  . . . moves  to 
the  Paramount,  Miami,  for  ex- 
tended run! 
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Radio  City's  first  six  days,  with 
record  cold  and  blinding  rain 
sweep  it  into  that  coveted  "over 
$100,000,"  top  money  class! 

Los  Angeles  Hillstreet  and  Pan- 
tages  go  to  all-time  money 
record! 

• 

Miami  Beach  beats  the  former 
record  holder  . . . moves  to 
the  Paramount,  Miami,  for  ex- 
tended run! 


JUST  THREE  OPENINGS-AND 
A DEMONSTRATION  OF  ROX- 
OFFICE  POWER  THAT  THE 
RUSINESS  HASN'T  SEEN  IN 
MONTHS! 
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notice  that  such  picture  is  deemed  by  the 
exhibitor  unsuitable  for  such  playing  time 
in  that  theatre  and  specifying  the  reasons 
therefore,  then  upon  the  determination  of 
such  unsuitability  by  agreement  between 
the  distributor  and  the  exhibitor  or  by  im- 
mediate conciliation  or  immediate  arbitra- 
tion in  the  event  of  failure  to  agree,  the 
distributor  may,  at  its  option,  either  desig- 
nate said  picture  to  be  played  upon  the 
same  rental  terms  on  other  days  of  the 
week  or  then  or  thereafter  substitute  an- 
other picture  to  be  played  on  preferred 
playing  time  at  the  originally  designated 
terms;  in  the  latter  event  the  film  rental 
for  the  picture  originally  designated  shall 
be  such  as  is  desienated  by  the  distributor 
and  provided  for  in  the  license  agreement. 

5. — Runs  and  Existing 
Customers 

fa"*  Provided  an  exhibitor  and  a dis- 
tributor can  mutually  agree  upon  terms, 
an  exhibitor  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a run 
designated  by  distributor  of  a distributor’s 
pictures  provided  that  such  exhibitor’s 
theatre  is  not  of  obsolete  characteiV  is  in 
good  condition  and  onerates  under  a 
policy  which  is  not  destructive  or  which 
would  not  substantially  affect  the  busi- 
ness of  any  other  run  of  distributor’s  pic- 
tures, and  further  provided  that  such  ex- 
hibitor is  of  good  reputation  as  a theatre 
operator  and  is  financially  responsible. 
Any  dispute  as  to  whether  or  not  the  ex- 
hibitor’s theatre  is  of  obsolete  character, 
is  in  good  condition,  is  operated  under  a 
policy  which  is  destructive  or  which  would 
substantially  affect  the  business  of  any 
other  nm  of  distributor’s  pictures  or  whe- 
ther or  not  exhibitor  is  of  good  reputation 
as  a theatre  operator  and  is  financially 
responsible,  shall  be  determined  by  arbi- 
tration. 

fb)  Exhibitors  have  comnlained  that 
distributors  have  licensed  their  product 
away  from  an  existing  customer  to  another 
exhibitor  because  such  other  exhibitor 
operates  a circuit  of  theatres  in  the  same 
or  other  situations  and  licenses  the  dis- 
tributor’s product  for  such  circuit. 

It  is  recognized  that  a distributor  has 
the  right  to  select  its  own  customers  and 
it  is  also  recognized  that  a change  of 
customer  is  sometimes  a hardshin  to  an 
existing  customer,  but  that  in  order  to  be 
entitled  to  continue  to  receive  considera- 
tion as  a customer  the  exhibitor  should 
have  substantially  performed  his  previous 
license  agreements  with  distributor,  main- 
tain and  operate  his  theatre  in  a modern 
and  up-to-date  manner  and  be  financially 
responsible. 

Having  regard  for  these  principles,  prod- 
uct mil  not  be  licensed  away  from  an 
existing  customer  to  a new  or  another  ex- 
hibitor for  the  sole  reason  that  the  new 
or  other  exhibitor  is  a customer  of  the 
distributor  in  the  same  or  other  situations 
and  any  dispute  as  to  whether  or  not  a 
distributor  has  licensed  its  product  away 
from  an  existing  customer  for  the  sole 
reason  that  such  other  exhibitor  is  a 
customer  of  the  distributor  in  the  same 
or  other  situations  shall  be  determined  by 
arbitration. 

6, — Short  Subjects,  News- 
reels, Trailers,  "Wes- 
terns," Etc, 

No  exhibitor  shall  be  required,  as  a con- 
dition of  licensing  feature  motion  pictures, 
to  license  short  subiects,  newsreels  or 
trailers,  serials,  reissues  and  “Westerns” 
and  features  produced  in  any  foreign 
country  as  such  “Westerns”  and  features 
produced  in  any  foreign  country  are  de- 
fined in  section  1. 

7. — Score  Charges 

In  respect  of  license  agreements  com- 


Text  of  the  Second 
Trade  Practice  Pact 

(Continued  from  page  17) 

mencing  with  the  seasons  of  1938-39  all 
score  charges,  if  any,  for  pictures  licensed 
on  a flat  rental  basis  shall  be  added  to  and 
consolidated  with  the  film  rental  and  com- 
mencing with  the  season  1939-40  there 
shall  be  no  score  charge  in  respect  of  pic- 
tures licensed  on  a percentage  basis. 

8, — Allocation  of  Pictures 

Except  as  to  first  runs  in  key  cities,  each 
distributor  shall  upon  giving  notice  of 
availability  of  each  picture,  notify  each 
licensee  to  whom  such  notice  is  given,  of 
the  price  classification  of  such  a picture. 

9, — Non-Theatrical 
Competition 

Feature  pictures  will  not  be  licensed  to 
a non-theatrical  account  of  such  non-the- 
atrical account  shall  have  been  determined 
by  arbitration  to  constitute  unfair  com- 
petition to  a regularly  operated  motion 
picture  theatre,  provided,  however,  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  interpreted 
to  prohibit  the  licensing  of  motion  pic- 
tures for  exhibition  at  army  posts  or  gov- 
ernment camps  or  on  board  ships  of  the 
United  States’  Navy  or  ships  engaged  in 
carrying  passengers  to  foreign  or  domes- 
tic ports  or  at  religious  institutions  which 
charge  no  admissions  and  where  attend- 
ance is  confined  to  members  of  such  in- 
stitutions. 

10, — Form  oi  License 
Agreement 

Each  distributor  will  use  its  best  efforts 
to  simplify  its  form  of  license  agreement. 

11, — Selective  Contracts 

Whenever  an  exhibitor  shall  have  the 
right  to  select  a minimum  number  of  pic- 
tures out  of  a larger  number,  such  exhibi- 
tor shall  be  required  to  exercise  such  right 
in  writing  with  respect  to  each  picture 
within  twenty-one  (21)  days  after  the 
date  of  mailing  of  the  notice  of  availabil- 
ity of  such  picture.  Upon  the  exhibitor’s 
failure  to  give  such  written  notice  within 
said  period,  each  of  such  pictures  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  been  selected  by  the  ex- 
hibitor. 

12, — Playing  of  Pictures  in 
the  Order  of  Release 

If  under  any  license  agreement  the  ex- 
hibitor is  obligated  to  play  pictures  in  the 
order  of  release  the  distributor  will  not 
refuse  to  deliver  a picture  if  the  failure  of 
the  exhibitor  to  exhibit  prior  pictures  of 
such  distributor  is  due  to  the  failure  of 
such  distributor  to  make  the  prior  pictures 
available. 

13, — Coercing  Contracts 

No  distributor  shall  coerce  any  exhibitor 
to  enter  into  any  contract  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  motion  pictures,  by  the  commis- 
sion of  any  overt  act  evidencing  an  inten- 
tion to  build  or  otherwise  acquire  a mo- 
tion picture  theatre  for  operation  in  com- 
petition with  such  exhibitor. 

14, — Boxoffice  Statements 

The  practice  of  rendering  to  a distribu- 
tor false  reports  of  the  boxoffice  receipts 
in  respect  of  the  exhibition  of  pictures  the 


film  rental  for  which  is  based  in  whole  or 
in  part  upon  a percentage  of  such  receipts 
is  condemned  by  exhibitors  as  well  as  by 
distributors  as  a practice  which  not  only 
results  in  loss  of  eai’ned  revenue  to  the 
distributors,  but  is  also  unfair  and  detri- 
mental to  the  business  of  honest  exhibi- 
tors. Exhibitors  will  endeavor  to  discour- 
age and  eliminate  such  practice. 

15, — Arbitration 

Tlie  principles  and  factors  involved  in 
the  matters  to  be  arbitrated,  the  rules  and 
regulations  to  govern  submissions,  hear- 
ings and  awards,  the  method  of  selecting 
arbitrators  and  other  matters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  arbitration  proceedings  have 
not  yet  been  fully  discussed.  Subject  to 
agreement  thereupon,  all  matters  herein 
specifically  made  the  subject  of  arbitra- 
tion, all  controversies  concerning  perform- 
ances of  existing  contracts  between  a dis- 
tributor and  its  customers  and  all  claims 
that  clearance  or  zoning  now  or  hereafter 
existing  is  unreasonable  and  that  an  ex- 
hibitor has  licensed  more  pictures  than  are 
required  shall  be  subjects  of  arbitration. 

Conciliation  also  may  be  found  to  be  a 
speedy  and  feasible  method  of  settling  cer- 
tain classes  of  disputes  preliminary  to  or 
in  lieu  of  arbitration,  as  may  hereafter 
be  determined. 

16. — Effective  Date 

These  provisions  shall  become  effective 
with  the  license  agreements  for  the  prod- 
uct of  the  season  1939-40,  regardless  of 
when  executed,  and  continue  thereafter, 
except  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  deemed  to  affect  any  license  agree- 
ments now  in  effect. 

Calls  for  Adjustments 
To  Reduce  Lawsuits 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
that  will  not  be  solved  by  the  MPTOA 
proposals. 

“Most  of  such  problems  have  had  our 
careful  consideration.  Many  of  them 
never  will  be  solved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
a lot  of  exhibitors  as  long  as  the  business 
operates  on  a basis  of  competition.  Others 
were  not  included  because  no  practical, 
effective  solution  has  been  even  suggested 
to  solve  the  problem  that  would  not  do 
more  damage  than  good,  and  still  others 
because  they  were  just  vague  ideas  of 
something  to  kick  about.” 

Regarding  the  establishment  of  local 
boards  for  systematic  adjustment  of  dis- 
putes as  among  the  four  major  points  pro- 
posed by  the  MPTOA,  Kuykendall  adds  it 
is  obviously  the  most  difficult  proposal  to 
work  out.  The  establishment  and  organi- 
zation of  the  boards  may  take  some  time 
to  set  up  even  after  they  are  started,  he 
says. 

Declaring  there  is  a definite  need  for 
conciliation  and  mediation  for  certain 
types  of  disputes,  the  MPTOA  also  recog- 
nizes the  importance  of  arbitration. 

That  arbitration  decisions  should  be  en- 
forceable and  beyond  appeal  is  advocated 
by  Kuykendall,  who  states,  “it  is  essential 
for  arbitration  that  the  arbitrators  be 
given  absolute  authority  to  render  a final 
decision  on  the  dispute  that  is  not  sub- 
ject to  appeal,  and  that  there  be  an  ef- 
fective, practical  way  to  enforce  compli- 
ance with  the  award  after  it  is  rendered.” 

He  asks  that  boards  be  set  up  imme- 
diately in  cooperation  with  local  and  state 
exhibitor  organizations  and  “develop  them 
as  fast  as  possible.” 
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WORLD'S  THEATRES  JUMP  3,719  TO  92,816; 
WIRED  TOTAL  AT  66,253  SHOWS  3,358  GAIN 


Commerce  Bureau  Survey 
Reveals  16,228  Wired 
Theatres  in  Nation 

Washington — Motion  picture  theatres 
around  the  world  aggregated  92,816  in 
1938,  representing  a gain  of  3,719  over  the 
previous  year  when  the  tally  was  89,097. 
At  the  tmn  of  the  year  66,253  of  the 
world  total  were  wired  for  sound,  as  com- 
pared with  62,895  reported  tor  1937,  or  a 
gain  of  3,358.  These  are  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief  of 
the  motion  picture  division  of  the  bureau 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce,  in  his 
annual  survey  of  international  exhibition. 

The  United  States  is  down  for  16,228, 
all  of  which  the  government  bureau  states 
are  wired.  The  domestic  figures  are  based 
on  the  December,  1934,  survey  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  the  Census.  Canada  reflects  a 
gain,  jumping  from  1,089  in  1937  to  1,224 
in  1938,  aU  of  them  equipped  for  talkers. 

The  most  notable  increase  is  reported 
from  Europe  where,  in  1938,  houses  to- 
taled 63,043  as  compared  with  59,187  in 
1937,  or  a gain  of  3,856.  Of  the  total, 
37,578  were  wired  for  sound  by  the  close 
of  the  year  as  against  34,819  wired  by 
the  end  of  1937.  The  sound  theatre  gain, 
therefore,  is  2,759. 

However,  Golden  draws  particular  ref- 
erence to  Russia’s  accredited  30,000  houses 
with,  “It  must  not  be  overlooked  that 
most  of  the  30,000  so-called  theatres  in 
Russia  are  nothing  more  than  workers’ 
clubs  and  halls  where  motion  pictures  are 
shown.’’ 

With  Austria  and  the  Sudetenland  now 
embraced  in  Greater  Germany,  that  coun- 
try moved  into  second  position  behind  Rus- 
sia with  6,450  sound  theatres.  England 
remained  third  with  a gain  of  300  wired 
theatres  to  a total  of  5,300.  Italy  forged 
ahead  of  France  with  3,800,  a gain  of  200 
over  1937  while  Prance  slipped  a peg  but 
with  a slight  gain  of  50  wired  houses  to 
a total  of  3,750  over  3,700  for  1937. 

In  each  of  the  major  geographical  di- 
visions, advances  are  recorded,  whether  in 
new  or  reopened  theatres.  The  smvey 
merely  covers  world  theatres  and  does  not 
say  if  the  statistics  represent  all  new 
houses  or  houses  which  have  re-lighted 
for  whatever  reason. 

The  Far  East,  covering  20  countries  and 
territories,  is  down  for  6,201  houses,  com- 
paring with  5,827  in  1937.  Of  the  6,201 
in  bulk,  5,796  are  wired  as  compared  with 
4,868  in  1937.  This  is  a gain  of  374  in 
total  theatres  and  an  increase  of  928  in 
sound  theatres. 

Apparently  it  is  a case  of  revised  fig- 
ures insofar  as  Australia  is  concerned. 
That  island  continent  was  credited  with 
1,541  wired  houses  in  1937  and  only  1,371 
in  1938.  However,  its  lead  is  maintained 
in  the  Far  East  division  with  Japan  again 
second  at  1,574  as  compared  with  1,353  in 
(Continued  on  page  24) 


Theatres  Throughout  World 


Territory — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Europe  

63,043 

59,187 

66,876 

60,150 

39,547 

29,693 

United  States  

16,228§ 

17,000§ 

16,2581 

15,37811 

10,143* 

19,000 

For  Eas*  

6,201 

5,827 

5,244 

5,185 

4,718 

4,639 

Latin-America  

5,239 

5,174 

5,292 

5,044 

5,002 

5,270 

Canada  

1,224 

1,089 

1,033 

905 

823 

1,100 

Africa,  Near  East 

881 

820 

676 

637 

686 

645 

Totals  

92,816 

89,097 

95,379 

87,299 

60,919 

60,347 

*Based  upon  Bureau  of  Census  survey,  December,  1934. 
||Based  upon  hade  estimates. 
fFilm  Board  of  Trade  estimates  of  theatres  open. 
§Trade  estimates  of  theatres  open. 

Europe 


Country — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Russia  

. 30,000 

26,000 

34,990§ 

29,691§ 

9,987* 

2,000 

Germany  

6,500** 

5,395 

5,273 

4,782 

5,100 

5,100 

England  

5,300 

5,000 

4,950 

5,070 

4,897 

4,672 

France  

4,600 

4,500 

4,100 

4,000 

4,000 

3,900 

Italy  

4,049 

4,900 

4,800 

4,221 

3,794 

2,500 

Spain  

3,500§§ 

3,500 

3,500 

3,450 

3,252 

2,600 

Sweden  

1,907 

1,783 

1,641 

1,581 

843 

1,100 

Czechoslovakia 

1,305 

1,847 

1,833 

1,833 

1,955 

2,024 

Belgium 

1,100 

1,000 

800 

790 

750 

650 

Austria  

779 

765 

779 

850 

850 

Poland  

769 

741 

693 

498 

728 

759 

Hungary  

524 

420 

410 

400 

380 

633 

Denmark  

370 

358 

352 

344 

340 

350 

Yugoslavia  

383 

349 

318 

336 

319 

338 

Rumania  

372 

325 

350 

301 

380 

350 

Switzerland  

354 

354 

334 

340 

320 

310 

Netherlands  

333 

297 

305 

305 

308 

255 

Finland  

285 

265 

220 

242 

232 

220 

Norway  

247 

250 

240 

225 

241 

220 

Portugal  

215 

210 

210 

210 

250 

250 

Irish  Free  State  

200 

190 

190 

181 

Greece  

170 

150 

153 

142 

122 

100 

Turkey  

120 

121 

121 

110 

100 

80 

Latvia  

100 

100 

98 

86 

107 

107 

Bulgaria  

111 

100 

94 

94 

128 

145 

Lithuania  

73 

69 

64 

63 

60 

80 

Estonia  

62 

58 

58 

62 

94 

93 

Luxemburg  

30 

30 

Danzig  Free  City  

24 

22 

East  Canary  Islands 

22 

60 

Albania  

18 

14 

14 

14 

10 

10 

Totals  

. 63,043 

59,187 

66,876 

60,150 

39,547 

29,693 

*Includes  all  halls,  converted  churches  and  other  local  places  of  exhibition. 

§This  figure  includes  urban,  rural  theatres,  both  those  equipped  with  stationary  and 
portable  projectors  where  films  are  shown. 

§§January,  1937  figures.  No  data  for  1938. 

* ‘German  total  includes  Austria  and  Sudetenland. 

Canary  Islands,  Luxemburg,  Danzig  Free  City  not  included  in  1936-33  charts. 

Austria  included  in  German  total. 


Far  East 


Country—  1938  1937  1938  1935  1934  1933 


Japan  1,749  1,717  1,616  1,634  1,600  1,699 

Australia  1,371  1,541  1,420  1,334  1,050  1,050 

India  1,025  900  670  675  675  685 


(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Sharp  Increase  in 
World's  Theatres 

(Continued  from  page  23) 

1937.  While  she  remained  in  third  place, 
India  jumped  her  soimd  theatre  total  from 
600  in  1937  to  1,025  in  1938,  and  New 
Zealand  spurted  with  424  in  1937  and  721 
in  1938. 

Golden’s  survey  further  reveals  that  the 
31  nations  and  colonial  possessions  com- 
prising the  Latin-American  division  aggre- 
gate 5,239  houses  in  1938  as  against  5,174 
the  previous  year.  This  is  a gain  of  65. 
Of  the  total,  4,571  are  equipped  for  sound, 
comparing  with  4,355  in  1937,  or  an  in- 
crease of  216. 

Brazil  continues  the  pace-maker  in 
Latin-America  with  1,250  for  1938  as  com- 
pared with  1,084  the  preceding  year.  No 
change  is  reported  for  Argentina  at  1,021 
for  both  years  but  revised  figures  for 
Mexico,  received  by  cable  as  the  survey 
finally  closed,  give  that  country  437  in 

1938,  as  compared  with  543  in  1937.  Cuba 
is  static  and  Uruguay  up  from  124  in  ’37 
to  150  in  ’38. 

Africa  and  Near  East,  grouped  as  usual 
in  this  analysis,  report  881  houses  in  1938 
when  it  was  820  in  1937,  or  a gain  of  61. 
Eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  of  the  881 
total  show  talkers.  In  1937,  there  were 
764  wired  for  sound,  making  this  increase 
of  92. 

South  Africa  went  further  into  the  sound 
division  by  25  theatres  to  a total  of  300 
for  1938.  Algeria  jumped  from  131  in  1937 
to  160  in  1938. 

“Trade  paper  estimates,’’  says  Golden, 
“in  the  United  States  indicate  that  16,228 
motion  picture  theatres,  all  wired  for 
sound,  out  of  a total  of  18,410,  were 
operating  as  of  Jan.  1,  1939.”  The  wired 
houses  are  cited  in  the  compilation,  thus 
indicating  the  basis  of  the  government 
survey  may  be  theatres  in  operation. 

As  in  earlier  surveys  along  these  lines, 
an  interesting  discrepancy  exists  between 
the  international  total  and  the  number 
wired.  On  the  basis  of  92,816  scattered 
over  the  globe  and  66,253  sound-equipped, 
there  remain  26,563  houses  not  mechan- 
ically able  to  run  talking  pictures.  If  these 
houses  are  in  operation,  the  question  which 
asserts  itself  is  what  kind  of  film  they 
are  running.  Tliere  is  no  producer  of  rec- 
ord who  is  making  silent  films. 


Too  Many  Vowels 
For  Goodman 

New  York — Morris  Goodman,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  activities 
for  Republic,  has  been  going  along 
meeting  whatever  obstacles  that  crop 
up  with  an  admirable  amount  of  se- 
renity. But  for  once  Goodman  admits 
he's  stumped.  It  happens  he  closed 
a deal  with  a Finland  distributor  for 
the  1937-38  product  which  is  all  very 
satisfactory.  But  the  name  of  the  Fin- 
nish associate  is  something  else  again. 
The  address  reads: 

Yksityisteattterien  Filmx'uokraamo  O, 
Y.  Helsingfors,  Finland. 


Theatres  Throughout  World 

(Continued  from  page  23)  


Far  East 

(Continued) 


New  Zealand 

721 

424 

410 

435 

366 

335 

China  

275 

300 

300 

300 

276 

238 

Philippine  Islands  

258 

235 

211 

313 

273 

300 

Netherland  Indies 

170 

154 

198 

248 

192 

180 

131 

40 

French  Indo-China 

110 

100 

100 

40 

40 

40 

British  Malaya  

97 

123 

122 

57 

58 

45 

Siam  

80 

123 

123 

77 

68 

68 

Chosen  

60 

56 

45 

43 

43 

Formosa 

41 

29 

Manchuria  

36 

36 

Hong  Kong  

28 

Ceylon  

19 

19 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Karafuto  

17 

17 

Fiji  <S  Society  Islands 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Afghanistan  

1 

1 

Straits  Settlements  

48 

French  Oceania 

1 

1 

Totals  

6,201 

5,827 

5,244 

5,185 

4,718 

4,639 

Afghanistan,  Burma,  Formosa,  Karafuto  and  Manchuria  not  included  in  the  1936-33 
charts.  Straits  Settlements  not  included  in  1938-37-36-35  and  33  charts.  Hong  Kong  new 
division  in  1938. 


La  tin- Am  erica 


Country — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Brazil 

1,450 

1,246 

1,370 

1,351 

1,200 

1,125 

Mexico 

823 

1,115 

835 

701 

701 

701 

Argentina 

1,021 

1,021 

1,425 

1,493 

1,604 

1,634 

Cuba 

375 

375 

350 

300 

225 

400 

Colombia 

276 

250 

210 

200 

170 

385 

Chile  

243 

233 

180 

171 

243 

215 

Peru  

205 

201 

200 

141 

110 

100 

Uruguay 

150 

128 

128 

137 

137 

127 

Venezuela 

147 

111 

111 

88 

134 

134 

Puerto  Rico 

121 

S6 

100 

100 

127 

112 

Panama 

51 

51 

47 

44 

38 

33 

Costa  Rica 

40 

39 

37 

35 

29 

27 

Ecuador 

37 

34 

34 

31 

29 

22 

Guatemala  

34 

34 

31 

32 

28 

28 

El  Salvador  

34 

31 

29 

30 

36 

47 

Dominican  Republic 

28 

22 

23 

21 

36 

20 

Honduras  

27 

23 

29 

29 

14 

18 

Trinidad  

27 

23 

19 

17 

Nicaragua  

24 

25 

25 

24 

22 

21 

British  Guiana 

23 

23 

23 

5 

5 

5 

Bolivia  

20 

19 

19 

24 

23 

25 

French  West  Indies 

19 

15 

15 

15 

Jamaica 

17 

15 

15 

14 

14 

14 

Paraguay  

15 

14 

6 

11 

9 

9 

British  West  Indies 

42 

42 

Bermudas  

9 

9 

8 

9 

9 

9 

Netherlands  West  Indies 

9 

7 

6 

5 

4 

4 

Haiti  

7 

7 

8 

7 

7 

7 

Bahamas 

3 

3 

5 

4 

4 

4 

Barbados  

3 

3 

3 

3 

British  Honduras 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Totals  

5,239 

5,174 

5,292 

5,044 

5,002 

5,270 

British  West  Indies  not 

included 

in  1938-35 

charts. 

Africa  and  Near  East 

Country — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

South  Africa 

300 

275 

300 

300 

350 

291 

Algeria 

165 

166 

130 

130 

130 

150 

Egypt 

118 

101 

102 

90 

89 

89 

French  Morocco 

62 

Syria  

40 

39 

24 

24 

26 

20 

Palestine  <S  Trans-Jordan 

43 

35 

29 

27 

22 

25 

Tunisia 

37 

32 

27 

30 

(Continued  on  page  26) 
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Hiik 


picture 
that  is  not  just  an  honor 
but  a duty  for  every 
theatre  to 
show.” 

Film  Daily 


Warner  Bros.’ 


2'Reel  Vitaphone  Subject  in 
Technicolor  is  the  latest  of  the 
patriotic  series  and  available  im- 
mediately, following  its  world 


Not 
just  an 
other  short.  A great  pro 
duction,  a vividly 
beautiful 
film.” 

Jay  Emanuel 
Publications 


Warner 
Studios  score  once  again 
with  the  excellence 
of  the  histori- 
cal series.” 
Shoti’men's 
Trade  Review 


Should 
be  played  in  every  theatre 
in  the  country  re 
gardless  of 
run  or  size.” 

Boxofjtce 


A 

'must’ 

for  American 

screens. 

Motron  Picture 
Fleiald 

i 

— 


JAPAN  POSES  LAW  ASSUMING  FILM  CONTROL 
BY  HNANCIAL  DOMINATION  OF  DISTRIBUTORS 


Easy  Loans,  Subsidies 
For  Exporters  Are 
Among  Provisions 

Washington — Distribution  through  Jap- 
anese-controlled companies  is  in  store  for 
foreign  distributors  there  if  the  legisla- 
tion which  will  be  presented  to  the  Diet 
in  March  is  enacted  into  a law,  it  is 
learned  here.  This  portends  another  se- 
rious constriction  of  American  films 
abroad. 

Calling  for  rigid  control  over  all  phases 
of  the  industry  in  Japan,  the  proposed 
law  contains  a provision  which  states  that 
more  than  half  of  the  capital  of  foreign 
film  companies  must  be  held  by  Japanese. 
Otherwise  such  companies  would  not  be 
recognized. 

It  also  means  the  majors,  rather  than 
submit  to  outside  control  of  their  opera- 
tions, will  withdraw  completely  from 
Japan. 

A perusal  of  this  bill  reveals  wide-sweep- 
ing provisions  which  would  eliminate  all 
forms  of  competition  and  place  the  in- 
dustry under  the  virtual  control  of  the 
government.  Tire  general  idea,  according 
to  proponents,  is  to  provide  “effective  pro- 
tection and  assistance  to  the  industry.” 

Domestic  producers,  further  examina- 
tion shows,  would  be  organized  into  in- 
dustrial guilds  and  granted  low  interest 
rates  on  loans  in  order  to  spur  the  de- 
velopment of  native  product.  In  addition, 
subsidies  would  be  granted  to  aid  export 
production. 

Censorship  under  the  new  bill  would  be 
complete  and  drastic.  Not  only  would  the 
government  control  exports  and  imports 
but  it  plans  to  supervise  production  and 
set  up  rules  and  regulations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  actors  and  employes. 

The  government,  according  to  the  bill, 
also  would  limit  the  construction  of  new 
theatres  and  studios. 

Estimates  on  the  amount  of  business 
done  by  American  companies  in  Japan 
during  1937,  place  the  figure  close  to 
$2,000,000.  In  1938,  naturally,  the  amount 
fell  off  by  more  than  two-thirds  since  the 
ban  on  American  films  was  only  lifted  in 
October. 

Operations  in  Japan  for  American  com- 
( Continued  on  page  29) 


II  Bill  Passes.  U.  S. 
Firms  Will  Quit 

New  York — An  authoritative  spokes- 
man on  foreign  film  affairs  tells  BOX- 
OFFICE: 

"If  the  proposed  Japanese  law  vest- 
ing control  of  distributors  there  in 
Japanese  hands  is  enacted,  we'll  move 
right  out.  We'll  never  stand  for  that." 


Theatres  Throughout  World 

(Continued  from  page  24) 

Africa  and  Far  East 

(Continued) 


Iran  

35 

35 

30 

30 

30 

30 

Spanish  Morocco  

21 

Iraq  

20 

17 

7 

4 

4 

4 

East  Africa  

16 

13 

11 

13 

19 

17 

West  Africa  

9 

15 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Nigeria  

11 

8 

Madagascar  

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Morocco  

80 



Totals  

881 

820 

676 

637 

686 

645 

French  Oceania  and  Morocco  not  included  in  1936-33  charts. 

In  1938  chart  Morocco  is  broken  down  into  French  and  Spanish  Morocco. 


Sound  Theatres  Throughout  World 


Territory — 

1938 

1837 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Europe  

37,578 

34,819 

29,207 

27,956 

23,460 

20,934 

United  States 

.. . 16,228 

17,000 

16,258 

15,378* 

10,143 

15,000 

Far  East  

5,796 

4,868 

4,584 

3,709 

3,368 

2,545 

Latin-America 

4,571 

4,355 

4,068 

3,338 

2,783 

2,208 

Canada  

1,224 

1,089 

1,033 

833 

710 

710 

Africa,  Near 

East 

856 

764 

610 

480 

411 

432 

Totals 

66,253 

62,895 

55,760 

51,694 

40,875 

41,829 

‘Based  upon  trade 

estimates. 

Sound  Theatres  in 

Europe 

Country — 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Russia 

8.000* 

6,337* 

2,285* 

3,000* 

1,800§ 

2,000 

Germany  

6,450** 

5,395 

5,271 

4,780 

4,489 

4,000 

England  

5,300 

5.000 

4,950 

4,712 

4,608 

4,414 

Italy  

3,800 

3,600 

2,800 

2,724 

2,095 

1,079 

France 

3,750 

3,700 

3,900 

3,300 

2,900 

2,550 

Sweden  

1,907 

1,783 

1,641 

1.581 

343 

750 

Spain  

1,6001 

1,600 

1,600 

1,550 

1,333 

1.500 

Czechoslovakia 

1,245 

1,608 

1,343 

1,343 

1,025 

818 

Belgium  

950 

800 

740 

725 

650 

400 

Poland  

743 

703 

657 

467 

428 

353 

Hungary  

483 

420 

385 

362 

315 

267 

Denmark  

370 

348 

352 

312 

325 

303 

Switzerland  

354 

354 

328 

330 

310 

302 

Rumania  ; 

354 

293 

350 

298 

300 

350 

Yugoslavia  

330 

301 

263 

246 

174 

184 

Netherlands  

297 

297 

297 

291 

252 

240 

Finland  

285 

265 

210 

214 

120 

120 

Norway  

247 

250 

240 

205 

204 

175 

Irish  Free  State 

200 

190 

190 

160 

Portugal  

185 

185 

180 

170 

168 

107 

Greece 

170 

145 

140 

112 

107 

100 

Turkey  

120 

100 

98 

85 

60 

52 

Bulgaria 

110 

97 

89 

89 

88 

109 

Latvia 

100 

100 

98 

86 

107 

87 

Lithuania 

73 

63 

44 

43 

44 

53 

Estonia  

62 

58 

55 

54 

58 

44 

Austria  

706 

692 

706 

650 

570 

Canary  Islands 

21 

56 

Danzig  Free  City 

24 

22 

(Continued  on  page  29) 
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A great  heart  show  in  a 
locale  new  to  the  screen  . . . 


. , .with  Bobby  Breen 
and  an  all' fun  cast 
hitting  their  tops! 


A he  funniest  ^^family’*  you^ve  ever  met— 
with  a laugh  and  a cry  and  a deep-down 
thrill  from  every  member ! • • • Strange 
sights  and  unusual  scenes  among  the 
happy  fisherfolk  of  San  Francisco’s 
colorful  **Dead  End”. . . back-  ,<*ra** 
ground  for  the  exciting  drama 
of  a lad  who  ^^wasn’t  wanted” 
by  the  folks  he  loved  the  most! 

• • • A cinch  for  selling  tickets  ^ s. 
and  pleasing  all  who  see  it!  ^ 


CARRILLO 

HENRY 

ARMETTA 


LEEPATRICK  and  SLICKERS" 

PRODUCED  BY  SOL  LESSER 

OIRECTEO  BY  BERNARD  VORNAUS 

SCREEN  PLAY  BY  BERNARD  SCHUBERT  • IAN  HUNTER 
HERBERT  CLYDE  LEWIS 


^DIO 

PICTURES 


MAUREEN 


HENRY 


O’SULLIVAN*  FONDA 
RALPH  BELLAMY 

Screen  play  by  ANTHONY  VEILLER  and  ALLEN  RIVKIN  M 

Based  upon  a story  by  Joseph  F.  Dinneen 
Directed  by  JOHN  BRAHM  • Produced  by  William  Perlberg 

A COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


Audiences  demand  that 
certain  electric  something 
that  makes  the  skin  tingle 
. . . that  stirs  . . . that  rouses! 

Here  it  is!  Hammered  out  of 
life  itself. . .uncompromising 
...unrelenting. ..unforgettable! 

A gallant,  human  story  of  a 
humble  boy  and  girl  . . . 
battling  a world  that  said  a 
boy  must  die! 


Japan  Passing  Law 
To  Control  Films 


(Continued  from  page  26) 

panies,  it  is  acknowledged,  have  become 
increasingly  difficult  under  the  strongly 
nationalistic  government.  The  present  ar- 
rangement which  allowed  the  majors  to 
import  180  to  200  features  in  the  last  four 
months  of  1938  is  unique  and  probably 
without  parallel  in  any  other  market  in 
the  world. 

Under  the  arrangement,  a maximum  of 
$30,000  in  print  costs  with  a minimum  of 
1.5  cents  per  foot  was  used  as  a basis  to 
determine  the  number  of  pictures  the 
Americans  are  allowed  to  import.  The  to- 
tal footage  can  not  exceed  2,000,000  feet. 
Shorts  and  newsreels  are  not  included. 

In  the  case  of  color  films,  prints  of 
which  cannot  be  made  in  Japan,  each  print 
is  taken  as  the  equivalent  of  one  regular 
picture.  And  in  the  case  of  some  com- 
panies, one  colored  print  equals  five  regu- 
lar pictures  and  the  original  color  print. 
That  is  the  reason  some  of  the  distribu- 
tors are  not  interested  in  handling  Tech- 
nicolor pictures  there  unless  the  film  can 
prove  exceptionally  popular. 

By  mid-December,  according  to  the 
latest  word,  about  75  pictures  had  been 
imported  from  the  United  States.  Accord- 
ing to  import  and  exchange  permits,  these 
films  only  have  a combined  nominal  value 
of  $10,000. 

Japanese  exhibitors  have  been  slightly 
worried  because  the  finance  ministry  has 
been  slow  in  granting  permits  for  the  re- 
maining $20,000  as  provided  by  the  agree- 
ment which  states  all  new  films  must  be 
imported  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
ministry,  however,  has,  assured  distributors 
the  time  limit  of  the  agreement  will  be 
extended  so  that  all  the  films  specified 
can  be  imported. 

According  to  word  reaching  here,  there 
has  been  some  speculation  over  the  over- 
tures made  by  the  state  film  monopoly  in 
Japan-controlled  Manchukuo  to  American 
distributors.  The  Manchukuo  monopoly 
has  opened  negotiations  but,  it  is  said, 
little  can  be  predicted  about  the  outcome. 

No  story  about  the  industry  in  Japan 
would  be  complete  without  figures  on  pro- 
duction. According  to  the  Japanese  Cinema 
Yearbook,  574  films  were  made  in  1937  of 
which  159  were  silent.  How  Japanese  pro- 
duction has  grown  is  graphically  illus- 
trated by  the  following: 


Year  Talkie  Sound  Silent  Total 

1934  61  40  298  399 

1935  133  133  178  444 

1936  300  121  137  558 

1937  365  50  159  674 


Figures  released  by  the  Japanese  depart- 
ment of  home  affairs  show  that  at  the 
end  of  1936,  Japan  had  1,749  theatres,  of 
which  1,234  showed  Japanese  films  and 
466  showed  both  foreign  and  native  prod- 
uct. To  this  can  be  added  122  new  the- 
atres built  in  1937.  In  1938  the  construc- 
tion dropped  to  about  25.  About  90  per 
cent  of  the  theatres,  it  is  estimated,  are 
wired  for  sound. 


Theatres  Throughout  World 

(Continued  from  page  26)  


Sound  Theatres  in  Europe 


(Continued) 

East  Canary  Islands 21  5G  

Albania  18  14  14  11  7 7 

Totals  37,578  34,819  29,207  27,956  23,460  20,934 


§Includes  all  halls,  converted  churches  and  other  local  places  of  exhibition. 

‘Includes  urban,  rural  theatres,  both  those  equipped  with  stationary  and  portable  pro- 
jectors where  films  are  shown. 

^IJanuary,  1937  figures.  No  data  for  1938. 

“German  total  includes  Austria  and  Sudetenland. 

Canary  Islands,  Luxemburg  and  Danzig  Free  City  not  included  in  1936-33  charts. 
Austria  included  in  German  total. 


Sound  Theatres  in  Far  East 

Country—  1938  1937  1936  1935  1934  1933 


Japan  

. 1,574 

1,353 

Australia  

. 1,371 

1,541 

India  

1,025 

600 

New  Zealand  

721 

424 

China  

250 

250 

Philippine  Islands  

230 

213 

Netherland  Indies  

160 

154 

French  Indo-China  

85 

50 

British  Malaya  

83 

97 

Siam  

GO 

22 

Chosen  

50 

46 

Burma  

50 

31 

Manchuria  

29 

29 

Formosa  

41 

20 

Hong  Kong  

28 

Ceylon  

19 

18 

Karafuto  

15 

15 

Fiji  & Society  Islands 

3 

3 

Afghanistan  

1 

1 

Straits  Settlements  

French  Oceania  

1 

1 

1,237 

827 

877 

450 

1,420 

1,334 

999 

999 

600 

500 

506 

340 

610 

435 

366 

324 

183 

178 

157 

120 

148 

121 

127 

105 

172 

192 

172 

131 

50 

18 

18 

18 

96 

57 

50 

36 

22 

10 

12 

12 

29 

24 

24 

14 

10 

9 

7 

3 

3 

3 

3 

48 

Totals  5,796  4,868  4,584  3,709  3,368  2,545 

Afghanistan,  Burma,  Formosa,  Karafuto  and  Manchuria  not  included  in  1936-33  charts. 
Straits  Settlements  not  included  in  1938-37-36-35  and  1933  charts.  Hong  Kong  new  division 
in  1938. 


Sound  Theatres  in  Latin-America 

Country—  1^38 1937 1936 1^35 1^34 1933 


Brazil  

Argentina 

Mexico  

Cuba  

Colombia  

Peru  

Chile  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Puerto  Rico  

Panama  

Costa  Rica  

Ecuador  

Guatemala  

El  Solvador  

Dominican  Republic  

Trinidad  

Honduras  

Nicaragua  

British  Guiana  

Bolivia  

French  West  Indies 

Jamaica  

Bermudas  

Haiti  

British  West  Indies 

Netherland  West  Indies 

Paraguay  

Bahamas  


1,250 

1,084 

1,170 

1.021 

1,021 

1,000 

437 

543 

402 

375 

375 

300 

256 

230 

150 

201 

201 

180 

200 

192 

159 

150 

124 

124 

147 

111 

111 

121 

96 

100 

51 

51 

47 

40 

30 

36 

37 

34 

34 

30 

28 

25 

30 

27 

27 

28 

22 

23 

27 

23 

19 

27 

23 

29 

24 

25 

25 

23 

23 

23 

20 

19 

19 

19 

15 

15 

17 

15 

15 

9 

9 

8 

7 

7 

6 

9 

7 

6 

8 

4 

6 

3 

3 

5 

(Continued  on  page  32) 


906 

800 

525 

1,000 

600 

542 

220 

350 

265 

225 

150 

131 

120 

120 

60 

122 

85 

77 

150 

148 

160 

122 

117 

110 

85 

75 

44 

100 

93 

87 

44 

36 

25 

35 

26 

26 

31 

27 

22 

17 

16 

12 

24 

24 

11 

21 

13 

14 

17 

29 

14 

18 

23 

15 

14 

2 

2 

2 

19 

20 

19 

14 

14 

8 

9 

9 

9 

5 

5 

3 

11 

11 

5 

5 

2 

5 

5 

6 

4 

4 

4 
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Did  you  ever  hear  a critic 
rave  about  a, Trailer? 
This  one  did!  He’s  fa- 
mous Archer  Wmston  of 
the  N.  Y.  Eveniftg  Post. 
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ur  Hats  Off 


to  Warner  Bios! 


And  why  shouldn’t  we  congratulate  Warner 
Bros,  on  this  ticket>selling  trailer! 

After  all . . . our  entire  business  life 
for  twenty  years  has  been  exclusively 
dedicated  to  helping  the  exhibitor  boost 
his  ticket  sales. 

Any  and  every  trailer  that  accomplishes 
this  purpose,  whether  furnished  by  us 
through  the  co-operation  of  our  producer 
distributors ...  or  made  by  any  company 
that  distributes  its  own  trailers,  helps  the 


That,  after  all,  is  the  purpose  of  the 
trailer . . . and  that  is  why  our  hat’s  off  to 
Warner  Bros. 


jT^onnL 

^SERVICE 

Prize  Baby  of  the  Industry! 

Still  Is  Seeking 
Draft  Changes 

(Continued  from  page  5) 
tion,  has  been  changed  so  that  institutions 
served  on  a non-theatrical  basis  shall  not 
charge  admissions.  This  was  done  at  the 
behest  of  the  three  exhibitor  groups  which 
met  with  distributor  committees.  The  con- 
tention was  that  some  schools,  churches 
and  other  institutions  were  charging  ad- 
missions which  made  them  competitive 
with  theatres.  It  was  also  held  that  C.  C.  C. 
camps  admitted  the  general  public  free  to 
film  showings.  Several  instances  were 
cited  where  exhibitors,  handling  bookings 
for  schools,  charge  twice  the  amount  paid 
for  films  to  such  institutions.  These  will 
be  eliminated,  as  a result  of  the  change  in 
the  draft,  which  also  poises  the  question 
of  anti-trust  charges  where  distributors  re- 
fuse to  deal  with  non-theatricals. 

William  F.  Whitman,  in  his  analysis  in 
the  Pordham  Law  Review,  on  “Anti-Trust 
Cases  Affecting  the  Distribution  of  Motion 
Pictures,”  states: 

“Just  as  the  concerted  action  of  dis- 
tributors in  refusing  to  deal  with  any  ex- 
hibitor is  a violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws,  the  concerted  action  of  a large  num- 
ber of  exhibitors  in  refusing  to  deal  with 
a distributor,  except  on  terms  satisfactory 
to  the  exhibitors,  is  a conspiracy  in  re- 
straint of  trade.  Similarly,  an  association 
of  motion  picture  theatre  owners  may  not 
combine  to  coerce  distributors  to  force 
them  to  refuse  to  deal  with  non-theatrical 
exhibitors,  such  as  schools,  churches,  etc.” 

Allied  is  not  satisfied,  in  view  of  the 
trade  practice  negotiations,  to  have  dis- 
tributors simplify  their  form  of  licensing 
agreements,  clause  10.  It  is  proffered  that 
the  exhibitor  negotiating  committees 
should  be  consulted  on  changes  to  be  made 
in  conformity  with  the  trade  practice 
draft. 

Clause  11,  dealing  with  selective  con- 
tracts, is  in  order  as  far  as  Allied  is  con- 
cerned. No  changes  were  made  and  none 
is  asked. 

Playing  pictures  in  order  of  release, 
clause  12,  is  approved  by  Allied  with  the 
reservation  that  arbitration  should  be  re- 
sorted to  where  disputes  arise. 

Although  Allied  scored  a partial  victory 
on  clause  13,  dealing  with  coercing  con- 
tracts, by  the  elimination  of  the  phrase, 
“nothing  herein  shall  otherwise  in  any 
way  abridge  the  right  of  a producer  or 
distributor  to  build  or  otherwise  acquire 
a motion  picture  theatre  in  any  location,” 
the  exhibitor  organization  feels  that  fur- 
ther clarification  should  be  made  by  the 
insertion  of  the  words  “or  to  promote  the 
building  or  acquisition”  after  “by  the 
commission  of  any  overt  act  evidencing  an 
intention  to  build  or  otherwise  acquire  . . .” 

Clause  14,  dealing  with  boxoffice  state- 
ments, is  said  to  smear  the  integrity  of 
every  exhibitor  promiscuously,  according 
to  exhibitors,  who  declare  that  distributors 
promised  to  wipe  out  the  clause.  This  has 
not  been  done  in  the  second  draft. 

Distributors  have  done  little  to  take 
care  of  Allied’s  recommendations  in  re- 
gard to  arbitration,  clause  15.  The  dis- 
tributors’ first  draft  outlines  some  of  the 
points  under  a separate  agreement.  Allied 


listed  to  be  arbitrated  the  following,  which 
are  missing  from  the  distributors’  arbi- 
tration plan: 

1 —  Controversies  arising  between  ex- 
hibitors and  distributors. 

2 —  Controversies  between  different 
classes  of  exhibitors. 

3 —  Controversies  between  exhibitors  of 
the  same  class. 

4 —  Clearance  and  zoning. 

5 —  Selling  away  from  established  cus- 
tomers. (An  arbitration  provision  is  pro- 
vided in  clause  five.  Runs  and  Existing 
Customers,  in  the  trade  practice  draft) . 

6 —  Refusal  to  sell  a run.  (Also  provided 
for  in  clause  five  of  the  draft). 

7 —  Overbuying. 

8 —  Coercion. 

9 —  Shortage  of  prints. 

10 —  Unsuitability  of  films  for  special 
communities  and  for  Sunday  exhibition. 
(Arbitration  is  provided  in  clause  one). 

11 —  ^Percentage  engagement  shortages  in 
statements. 

1 2 —  Non  - deliveries. 

13 —  Withholding  prints  because  of  prior 
runs. 

14 —  Disputes  arising  over  negotiations  of 
the  contract  itself. 

Overbuying,  clearance  and  zoning  and 
all  controversies  concerning  performances 
of  existing  contracts  between  distributor 
and  its  customers  are  matters  to  be  settled 
by  arbitration,  as  provided  for  in  clause  15. 

Clause  16,  effective  date,  conforms  to 
Allied’s  imderstanding,  although  there  was 
some  intimation  the  provisions  would  be 
retroactive  to  1938-39  contracts.  Such 
intimation,  however,  is  precluded  by  the 
insertion  of  “product  of  the”  1939-40  sea- 
son and  “regardless  when  executed.” 


Cites  Television's 
Mang  Hurdles 

(Continued  from  page  11) 
ernment  effort  to  disentangle  film  pro- 
ducers from  exhibitors  is  successful.” 

Although  special  production  for  televis- 
ion is  seen  as  a highly  expensive  and  im- 
practical approach  for  the  immediate  fu- 
ture, the  medium  is  expected  to  draw 
largely  on  other  channels  for  its  programs. 
'These  include  athletic  contests,  the  cir- 
cus and  zoo,  spot  news  events,  “human” 
programs  ranging  from  slums  to  night 
clubs,  etc.  “But  it  seems  likely  that  pro- 
grams at  the  present  level  are  fully  capa- 
ble of  capturing  the  interest  of  the  audi- 
ence, at  least  in  the  initial  stages  of  the 
news  service.  As  people  become  more  used 
to  the  system  and  the  novelty  appeal 
wears  off,  the  level  of  program  ma- 
terial must,  no  doubt  will,  rise.” 

Summing  up  the  outlook  for  the  “im- 
mediate future,”  the  article  states:  Re- 
ceivers are  now  in  production  and  will  be 
offered  for  sale  by  various  concerns  be- 
tween the  present  and  May  1.  At  pres- 
ent there  seems  to  be  no  likelihood  of 
program  service  in  New  York  until  the 
opening  of  the  World’s  Fair,  April  30, 
if  all  goes  well.  Service  in  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  Iowa  City,  and  Kansas  City  may 
be  offered  at  any  time,  since  there  are 
licensed  stations  in  each  of  these  cities, 
but  such  action  may  postdate  New  York 
a year. 


Theatres  Throughout  World 

(Continued  from  page  29)  

Sound  Theatres  in  Latin-America 


(Continued) 

Barbados  3 3 3 3 

British  Honduras  1 1 1 1 1 1 

Totals  4,571  4,355  4,068  3,338  2,783  2,208 


British  West  Indies  not  included  in  1938-35  charts. 


Sound  Theatres  in  Africa-Near  East 


Country — 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

South  Africa  

300 

275 

250 

200 

200 

195 

Algeria  

160 

131 

130 

60 

60 

95 

Egypt  

118 

101 

102 

90 

72 

72 

French  Morocco  

62 

16 

Palestine  & Trans-Jordan 

43 

35 

29 

27 

22 

Syria  

40 

39 

24 

24 

23 

20 

Tunisia  

34 

27 

24 

27 

Iran  

32 

32 

25 

25 

Spanish  Morocco  

21 

Iraq  

20 

17 

6 

6 

6 

6 

East  Africa  

16 

13 

11 

12 

13 

13 

Nigeria  

5 

2 

West  Africa  

3 

10 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Madagascar  

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Persia  

Morocco  

80 

6 

6 

Totals  

856 

764 

610 

480 

411 

432 

French  Oceania  and 

Morocco 

not  included 

in  1936-33 

charts.  In 

1938  chart 

Morocco 

is  broken  down  into  French  and  Spanish  Morocco.  Persia  not  included 

in  1938-35 

charts. 
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Pneumonia  Fatal  to 
M.  E.  Comerford 

Scranton,  Pa.  — Funeral  services  for 
Michael  E.  Comerford,  71,  who  died  in 
Miami,  Wednesday  eve- 
ning of  bronchial  pneu- 
monia, will  be  held 
Monday  at  9:30  a.  m., 
at  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral. 
His  body  arrived  Friday 
evening. 

Frank  C.  Walker, 
general  manager  of  the 
Comerford  circuit  and 
its  founder’s  nephew, 
was  at  Comerford’s  bed- 
M.  E.  coMERFOKn  j^ckson  Me- 

morial Hospital  several  days  before  the 
nationally-known  exhibitor  succumbed. 

Born  at  Minersville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
on  May  10,  1868,  Comerford  was  stricken 
with  paralysis  in  January,  1935  while  en 
route  to  New  Orleans  to  attend  the 
MPTOA  convention.  He  returned  to 
Scranton  and  continued  in  indifferent 
health  during  the  past  four  years. 

At  his  bedside  when  he  passed  away 
were  his  wife,  Mrs.  Thomas  Friday,  a 
daughter  and  her  husband  who  is  an  at- 
torney, and  a nephew,  Dr.  Joseph  F. 
Comerford. 

An  Industry  Pioneer 

Comerford  was  a pioneer  in  show  busi- 
ness and  all  during  his  life  expounded  the 
belief  that  America  spells  opportunity  for 
its  youth. 

About  35  years  ago,  with  the  late  M.  F. 
Blewit,  Comerford  started  a penny  arcade 
on  Lackawanna  Ave.,  which  featured 
penny  motion  picture  machines.  His  first 
real  house  was  the  Dreamland  on  lower 
Lackawanna  Ave.,  later  acquiring  the 
Bijou,  Hippodrome  and  other  nickelodeons. 
Other  theatres  were  then  established  in 
the  anthracite  field  which  were  followed 
by  acquisitions  in  New  York  state. 

On  May  3,  1933,  he  sold  his  58  theatres 
to  Paramount  Publix  and  continued  as 
head  of  the  Paramount  Publix  Comerford 
circuit.  Following  a reorganization  of 
Paramount,  the  circuit  reverted  to  Comer- 
ford who  again  became  the  controlling 
figure.  He  made  his  offices  at  the  State 
Theatre,  Scranton. 

Comerford  was  a close  friend  of  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt,  Postmaster  General  James 
Parley,  Will  H.  Hays,  the  late  Will  Rogers, 
Adolph  Zukor,  Jack  Dempsey,  Gene  Tun- 
ney.  Babe  Ruth  and  other  nationally- 
known  figures. 

He  was  a solid  Democrat  and  in  1934 
was  mentioned  as  possible  nominee  for  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania.  He  rejected 
the  offer.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
President  Roosevelt’s  campaign  in  1932 
following  which,  his  nephew,  Wal- 
ker, was  named  treasurer  of  the  Na- 
tional Democratic  Committee  and  as  a 
member  of  the  president’s  “super  cabinet.” 

Comerford  was  a member  of  the  Elks, 
Eagles  and  Knights  of  Columbus  and  was 
a communicant  of  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral. 
He  was  a former  president  of  the  MPTOA 
and  also  served  on  its  executive  commit- 


Hays  Says  Loss 
Is  Irreparable 

New  York — Commenting  on  the  death 
of  M.  E.  Comerford,  Will  Hays  stated: 

“The  death  of  Mike  Comerford  means 
a public  loss  to  the  community  and  a 
personal  loss  to  each  of  his  almost 
countless  friends. 

"Mr.  Comerford  was  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  motion  picture  industry.  He 
watched  and  helped  it  grow. 

"Constructive  and  able  in  business, 
useful  and  influential  in  civic  affairs, 
understanding  and  helpful  in  his  rela- 
tions with  his  fellowmen,  he  is  one  of 
those  we  shall  ever  miss  and  always 
remember." 

Nippon  Restrictions 
Presented  by  Ono 

New  York — ^Purther  light  on  develop- 
ments in  Japan  is  shed  by  Ushizo  Ono, 
director  of  the  Nippon  Motion  Picture 
Trading  Ass’n,  who  states  the  government 
has  allowed  the  association  to  import  60 
foreign  films  in  addition  to  the  number 
allotted  to  the  majors. 

The  association,  according  to  Ono,  con- 
sists of  10  Japanese  independent  distribu- 
tors and  was  organized  last  November. 

Ono  is  now  here  making  deals  for  in- 
dependent product.  He  says  the  associa- 
tion can  import  about  30  American  films. 
Room  is  made  for  about  20  German  films 
under  the  government  pemiit  and  the 
remainder  Vv^ill  consist  of  miscellaneous 
foreign  features. 

The  subject  of  payment  for  the  Ameri- 
can pictures  is  a moot  one,  Ono  admits. 
He  reveals  the  association  is  negotiating 
with  the  government  so  that  a satisfac- 
tory arrangement  can  be  made. 

The  major  companies  will  have  to  wait 
until  1941  before  they  can  collect  revenue 
on  films  exhibited  during  1938  but  it  is 
doubtful,  even  to  Ono,  whether  inde- 
pendents will  wait  that  long  for  their 
money. 

He  is  confident,  however,  the  govern- 
ment will  back  the  association  and  enable 
it  to  do  business  in  a more  expedient 
manner. 


tee.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas  Friday,  one  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Matthew  Carey,  and  a brother, 
John  Comerford  of  Los  Angeles.  He  also 
is  survived  by  the  following  nephews  and 
nieces:  State  Senator  Thomas  Walker, 
Butte,  Mont.;  Thomas  Carey,  Scranton; 
Frank  C.  Walker;  the  Rev.  Paul  Carey, 
Scranton;  Mrs.  Mae  Gibbons,  Scranton; 
Tesse  Collins,  Catherine  Collins,  Scranton; 
Sister  M.  Helen  Patricia,  St.  Joseph’s  Hos- 
pital, Carbondale;  Mrs.  Helen  Brennan, 
Wilkes-Barre ; Katherine  Comerford, 
Scranton;  Mrs.  Kit  Cotter,  New  York; 
Mrs.  Mary  Comerford  Hansen  and  Mrs. 
Doll  Comerford  Rosenberg,  both  of  Los 
Angeles;  Mrs.  John  Gaul  and  Mrs.  Mollie 
Walker,  Butte,  Mont.;  Thomas  Collins, 
Scranton,  and  Matthew  Carey,  New  York. 


Westchester  County 
Clearance  Accord 

New  York — Settlement  of  the  dispute 
between  Prefect  Theatres,  operating  the 
Pickwick,  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  Skouras 
Theatres  operating  the  Capitol,  Port  Ches- 
ter, has  brought  about  a complete  altera- 
tion of  clearance  schedules  in  Westches- 
ter county.  The  Pickwick  reopened  Febru- 
ary 3 under  a new  policy. 

What  effect  the  protection  revision  will 
have  on  Stamford,  Conn.,  is  not  known 
yet,  but  it  is  indicated  changes  will  take 
place  shortly. 

Westchester  towns  affected  by  the  new 
clearance  are  White  Plains,  New  Rochelle, 
Ossining,  Mt.  Vernon,  Yonkers,  Bronxville, 
Scarsdale  and  probably  one  or  two  other 
commimities. 

Reopening  with  “Sweethearts”  under  a 
single  feature  policy,  the  Pickwick  re- 
duced its  admission  scale  in  the  evening 
from  40  to  30  cents  and  from  35  to  25 
cents  for  matinees.  The  new  night  prices, 
instead  of  the  former  scale,  prevail  on 
Sundays.  Lodges  also  have  been  cut  from 
55  cents  to  40  cents.  The  revision  now 
puts  the  Pickwick  on  a lower  scale  than 
Skouras’  Port  Chester  house,  which  had 
been  charging  five  and  ten  cents  more. 

Neil  Welty  continues  as  manager  of  the 
Pickwick  in  addition  to  the  Greenwich, 
Greenwich,  which  was  reopened  by  Edward 
Peskay  when  the  Pickwick  closed.  The 
Greenwich  will  continue  its  dual  policy 
of  “sluffs”  and  action  pictures  at  25  and 
20  cents. 

White  Plains  Ahead 

White  Plains,  which  used  to  play  day 
and  date  with  New  Rochelle,  shifts  to  a 
clearance  ahead  of  New  Rochelle  imder 
the  new  clearance  setup.  White  Plains 
has  been  the  key  point  for  clearance  and 
protection  for  Ossining,  Mt.  Vernon,  Yon- 
kers, Bronxville  and  Scarsdale  also  moves 
up. 

White  Plains  heretofore  played  14  days 
after  Broadway  with  Port  Chester  follow- 
ing a week  later  and  Greenwich  following 
Port  Chester  by  seven  days.  Now  RKO, 
Loew’s  and  Brandt  houses  in  White  Plains 
play  a week  after  Broadway  and  Port 
Chester  follows  a day  after  White  Plains 
finishes.  This  reduction  also  makes  pic- 
tures available  to  Greenwich  eight  days 
after  Broadway,  or  on  a same  availability 
as  Port  Chester. 

The  “villain  in  the  woodpile,”  according 
to  Prefect,  is  Stamford,  which  many  times 
plays  important  pictures  ahead  of  Broad- 
way. This  town,  like  Greenwich,  is  not 
served  out  of  New  York  exchanges,  but 
both  are  competitive.  On  “sluffs,”  Stam- 
ford usually  plays  14  days  after  Broad- 
way. 

The  angle  here  is  that  Greenwich,  which 
is  between  Port  Chester  and  Stamford,  gets 
a revision  in  clearance  as  far  as  the  New 
York  exchanges  are  concerned,  but  noth- 
ing yet  has  been  said  about  Stamford, 
which  may  play  pictm-es  one,  two  or  three 
weeks  ahead  of  Broadway,  then  go  to 
White  Plains  a week  later.  Which  means 
Greenwich  can  be  held  up  weeks  from 
Stamford,  its  competitor,  without  control 
of  the  clearance. 

“Dawn  Patrol”  is  the  second  booking  for 
(Continued  on  page  37) 
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Gotham  Independents,  4 to  1, 
Frown  on  Games  for  Money 


New  York — By  a ratio  of  four  to  one, 
independent  exhibitors  in  this  area  say 
they  would  be  better  off  if  money  games 
at  theatres  were  suspended.  The  esti- 
mate is  based  on  about  100  replies  so  far 
received  by  the  ITOA  to  a questionnaire 
recently  mailed  to  1,000  major  and  inde- 
pendent operators  in  this  area. 

Leading  questions  brought  the  following 
reactions: 

There  is  an  even  division  over  whether 
games  still  improve  business. 

The  ratio  is  two  and  a half  to  one  that 
the  public  is  tiring  of  the  money  stimu- 
lants. 

Five  to  one  say  that  when  they  original- 
ly started  the  practice  business  improved 
noticeably. 

Eight  to  one  say  that  churches  and 
social  halls  play  Bingo  in  the  vicinity. 

Three  to  one  say  that  business  falls  off 
on  the  evenings  money  is  not  offered  via 
games. 

Four  to  one  say  they  would  eliminate 
games  if  churches  and  competing  theatres 
did  likewise. 

The  ratio  is  two  and  one  half  to  one 
that  games  are  not  a profitable  venture 
after  considering  expense  of  prizes,  com- 
petition of  club  games,  etc. 


Move  in  Maryland 
To  Legalize  Bingo 

Annapolis — A proposal  to  legalize  Bingo 
has  been  presented  to  the  general  as- 
sembly by  Sen.  John  G.  Callan  of  the 
second  district  of  Baltimore.  The  bill  would 
exempt  Bingo  from  the  state  gambling 
laws  and  permit  it  as  a “harmless  game.” 
The  game  was  outlawed  by  Baltimore  Po- 
lice Commissioner  Stanton  some  time  ago 
in  an  order  directing  all  police  to  close 
such  games. 

In  presenting  his  bill.  Senator  Callan 
admitted  “there  is  an  element  of  chance 
in  Bingo.  But  there  is  not  the  vicious 
gambling  for  high  stakes  which  marks 
most  games  of  such  character.” 


Baltimore  Judge  Stern 
In  Ruling  on  Bingo 

Baltimore — Warning  that  the  penalties 
imposed  were  light  in  view  of  the  test 
nature  of  the  case  and  were  not  a meas- 
ure of  what  would  be  done  in  subsequent 
cases.  Judge  Emory  H.  Niles  imposed  a 
fine  of  $100  and  costs  upon  a theatre 
manager  convicted  of  gambling  through 
operation  of  a Bingo  game,  and  a $10 
fine  on  the  head  of  the  theatre  operating 
company. 

The  manager  is  Frank  Boucher  of  the 
Linden.  Harry  Silver,  attorney  who  is 
president  of  the  theatre  company,  received 
a suspended  sentence  of  the  $10  fine,  his 
position  being  that  of  a technical  de- 
fendant. 

Four  other  defendants  were  acquired  by 
a criminal  court  jury  which  heard  testi- 
mony for  two  days.  They  included  a 
doorman,  a prize  judge,  a woman  ticket 
seller  and  a woman  distributor  of  Bingo 
cards. 

Three  operators  of  the  Royal  are  under 


indictment  in  a pending  case  and  have 
not  been  tried.  It  is  known  that  police 
have  been  prepared  to  act  against  any 
other  theatres  or  establishments  that  con- 
tinue to  play  Bingo  after  a jm-y  convic- 
tion in  any  one  case.  Said  the  court: 

“This  court  is  not  blind  to  the  fact  that 
Bingo  is  played  throughout  the  city  in 
clubs,  churches  and  fraternal  organiza- 
tions as  well  as  in  other  movies.  But 
whether  A commits  an  offense  does  not 
make  it  less  an  offense  for  B to  do  it  . . . 
this  case  was  essentially  a test  case,  de- 
signed to  find  out  whether  Bingo  as 
played  at  this  theatre  is  or  is  not  illegal.” 


Jewel  Lottery  Trial  Is 
Postponed  Third  Time 

New  York — Trial  of  management  of 
Max  Cohen’s  Jewel  on  lottery  charges, 
scheduled  for  Tuesday  in  general  sessions, 
has  been  adjourned  for  the  third  time  to 
February  15  in  special  term,  part  eight, 
of  special  sessions.  Postponement  was  oc- 
casioned by  a crowded  calendar  plus  the 
length  of  the  case,  coupled  with  the  ab- 
sence of  the  assistant  district  attorney, 
who  was  married  over  the  weekend. 

Observers  pin  considerable  significance 
on  the  outcome  of  the  case  insofar  as  the 
blanket  elimination  of  games  in  all  met- 
ropolitan theatres  is  concerned.  License 
Commissioner  Paul  Moss  recently  indicated 
that,  if  the  lottery  charges  are  upheld, 
he  will  use  this  as  a weapon  to  revoke 
licenses  of  all  theatres  conducting  what  he 
interprets  illegal  games  of  chance. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

The  Captain  on  Tour — 

Walter  Branson,  now  on  tour  of  RKO 
branches  as  captain  of  the  George  J. 
Schaefer  drive.  He’s  in  Milwaukee 
currently.  To  the  right,  Harry  Git- 
telson,  editor  of  Flash,  house  organ. 
He’ll  publish  a special  “drive”  paper 
in  the  field. 


White  Is  Manhattan 
Skouras  Chieftain 

New  York — William  White,  assistant  to 
George  Skouras  and  general  manager  of 
the  Skouras  circuit,  has  taken  over  super- 
vision of  the  Manhattan  territory  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties.  Herman  Starr, 
who  formerly  supervised  Manhattan,  now 
has  the  New  Jersey  area,  and  N.  Kominos, 
former  supervisor  for  New  Jersey,  is  man- 
aging the  State,  Jersey  City. 

Jack  Harris,  former  assistant  to  John 
Benas,  film  buyer,  is  Long  Island  super- 
visor, succeeding  T.  Saras,  now  manager 
of  the  Merrick,  Jamaica,  L.  I.  Frank  Lynch, 
who  has  been  assisting  Harris  at  the  home 
office,  is  assistant  to  Benas. 

Nate  Simon,  formerly  of  the  Merrick,  is 
manager  of  the  Nemo,  Manhattan;  Bert 
Hoffman  of  the  Nemo  is  now  at  the  Grand, 
Astoria,  L.  I.  Fred  Weber  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  managership  of  the  Stein- 
way, Astoria,  to  the  Rialto,  Jersey  City,  and 
Morris  Hatoff  has  been  switched  from  the 
Rialto,  J.  C.,  to  the  Bound  Brook,  Bound 
Brook,  N.  J. 

Completes  Trailer-Made 
Nationwide  Franchises 

New  York — Morton  Van  Praag  has  com- 
pleted 100  per  cent  franchise  representa- 
tion throughout  the  coimtry  for  Trailer- 
Made. 

Contending  that  National  Screen  execu- 
tives persuaded  Charles  Skouras  to  cancel 
a contract  for  Trailer-Made  servicing  FWC 
houses  after  an  agreement  was  signed, 
Saul  Rogers,  attorney  for  E.  Schwartz, 
president  of  Ti’ailer-Made,  this  week  filed 
suit  against  National  for  $300,000. 

When  asked  to  comment  on  the  suit 
filed  by  Trailer-Made,  Herman  Robbins, 
president  of  National  Screen,  said  he  had 
not  been  served  and,  until  he  knew  what 
the  complaint  was  about,  he  couldn’t  talk. 

George  Dembow  is  now  on  the  coast 
completing  arrangements  with  FWC  and 
other  National  Theatres’  subsidiaries  on 
renewals  for  National  Screen  Service. 


Crockett  Due  to  Head 
Virginia  MPTO  Again 

Washington — William  Crockett  is  slated 
to  be  re-elected  head  of  MPTO  of  Vir- 
ginia Monday  when  the  organization  holds 
its  annual  palaver  at  the  Carlton.  Crock- 
ett has  been  representing  the  unit  with 
Ben  Pitts  at  the  hearings  of  independent 
exhibitor  groups  with  distributor  negotiat- 
ing committees  on  trade  practices  in  New 
York. 

While  most  of  the  members  are  in  ac- 
cord on  the  trade  practice  terms  there  is 
considerable  disagreement  on  the  arbitra- 
tion setup  and  procedure  as  outlined  by 
distributors. 


P.  A.  Tour  by  Martin 

Hollywood  — Tony  Martin  has  been 
granted  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence  by 
20th  Century-Fox  to  make  a cross-country 
personal  appearance  tour. 
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H.  Warner  Explains 
Loan  to  Manton 


Hollywood — Harry  M.  Warner  states  a 
$50,000  loan  in  1933  to  Senior  Judge  Mar- 
tin T.  Manton  of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals,  sitting  in  New  York,  was 
“made  out  of  personal  funds,  the  interest 
has  at  all  times  been  paid  and  the  prin- 
cipal has  been  repaid  excepting  the  amount 
of  $10,000  which  is  still  owing.” 

The  Warner  loan  constitutes  the  fifth 
of  a series  of  charges  made  against  the 
judge  by  District  Attorney  Thomas  E. 
Dewey  of  New  York  County  in  connection 
with  a letter  sent  to  Representative  Hat- 
ton W.  Sumners,  chairman  of  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee  in  Washington. 
Dewey  asserts  the  judge,  or  corporations 
owned  or  controlled  by  him,  received  more 
than  $400,000  from  individuals  and  cor- 
porations acting  for  parties  interested  in 
matters  handled  by  the  court  in  which 
Judge  Manton  sat.  The  President  has 
since  accepted  Manton’s  resignation,  ef- 
fective as  of  February  7. 

“When  I was  in  New  York  last  Novem- 
ber,” said  Warner,  “Mr.  Gurfein  of  the 
district  attorney’s  office  interviewed  me 
regarding  the  loan.  At  that  time  I freely 
gave  him  aU  the  facts  which  I knew  in 
connection  with  it. 

“At  the  time  the  loan  was  made,  I did 
not  know  of  the  existence  of  the  Cinema 
Patents  case.  The  first  time  I ever  heard 
of  the  case  was  when  Mr.  Gurfein  men- 
tioned it  to  me  at  our  interview.  Moreover, 
I have  just  learned  that  the  decision  in 
the  Cinema  Patents  case  affirmed  the 
decree  of  the  district  court  and  was  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  three  circuit 
judges  who  heard  the  appeal.  I am  fur- 
ther informed  that  a like  decision  was  ren- 
dered in  the  same  court  on  the  same  day 
in  a suit  by  the  same  plaintiff  against 
Duplex  Motion  Picture  Industry  relating 
to  the  same  patent  in  which  the  company 
was  not  a party.” 


New  York — This  is  what  District  At- 
torney Thomas  E.  Dewey  charges  in  con- 
nection with  former  Judge  Manton  and 
“the  Warner  transaction:” 

“On  May  5 and  6,  1933,  the  appeal  in 
the  case  of  Cinema  Company,  Inc.  vs. 
Warner  Brothers  Pictures,  Inc.,  was 
argued  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  Second  Circuit,  Judge  Manton 
presiding.  This  appeal  involved  the 
validity  of  the  Gaumont  patents  covering 
the  machine  processing  of  motion  picture 
fUm,  The  decision  of  the  court  was  an- 
nounced on  Sept.  12,  1933  (66  Fed.  2d  744) 
in  favor  of  Warner  Brothers. 

“Between  the  time  of  the  argument  of 
the  appeal  and  the  time  of  the  decision 
Judge  Manton  borrowed  a total  of  $50,000 
from  Harry  M.  Warner,  an  officer  and 
substantial  stockholder  in  Warner  Broth- 
ers Pictures,  Inc. 

“Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of  the 
total  stun  borrowed  was  paid  to  Judge 
Manton  on  July  20,  1933,  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  Colfax  Trading  Corp.,  of  which 
Harry  M.  Warner  was  president.  The 


O'Connor  Kills  Subsequents' 
Fear  of  N.  Y.  Price  Slashes 


Finds  Vaudeville 
Reviving 

New  York — “Vaudeville  revival  con- 
tinues to  grow,  with  an  ever-expand- 
ing number  o£  houses  putting  in  stage 
shows  as  the  public  expresses  its  dis- 
taste for  Hollywood  fare,"  says  the 
AFA  Reporter,  official  publication  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Actors. 

The  expansion  is  said  to  be  taking 
place  in  New  York,  Chicago  and  “else- 
where." 

Among  the  spots  listed  are  the  Skou- 
ras  Beacon  on  upper  Broadway,  which 
is  said  to  be  budgeting  its  show  at 
$3,500;  Shubert,  Newkirk;  Majestic,  Pat- 
erson; Riviera,  Brooklyn;  three  Walter 
Reade  houses  in  Kingston,  Saratoga 
Springs  and  Hudson,  with  one-day 
stands;  Rockland,  Nyack,  Warner"  s 
Stratford,  Chicago;  Shea's  Hippodrome 
in  Toronto,  and  the  Oriental,  Chicago. 

There  is  talk,  according  to  the  ar- 
ticle, that  vaudeville  is  coming  back  to 
the  Uptown,  Southtown  and  other  B&K 
Chicago  houses. 


check  was  drawn  to  the  order  of  Judge 
Manton  and  deposited  by  him  the  follow- 
ing day  to  the  account  of  the  Forest  Hills 
Terrace  Corp.,  a personal  holding  com- 
pany of  Judge  Manton.  The  remaining 
$25,000  was  paid  to  Judge  Manton  by  two 
checks  of  $12,500  each,  drawn  on  Sept.  11, 
1933,  the  day  before  the  decision  of  the 
court  was  announced.  These  checks  were 
drawn  out  of  the  trust  accounts  of  Doris 
Warner  and  Betty  Warner,  two  daughters 
of  Harry  M.  Warner.  They  were  endorsed 
by  Judge  Manton  to  the  Forest  Hills  Ter- 
race Corp.  and  deposited  in  its  bank  ac- 
count on  Oct.  11,  1933,  a month  after  the 
decision. 

“The  $25,000  lent  to  Judge  Manton  by 
Warner  under  date  of  Sept.  11,  1933,  was 
repaid  on  June  12,  1934.  Of  the  $25,000 
lent  to  Judge  Manton  from  the  funds  of 
the  Colfax  Corporation  on  July  20,  1933, 
$15,000  has  been  repaid  up  to  the  time 
of  this  investigation  and  $10,000  repre- 
sented by  a note  of  the  Forest  Hills  Ter- 
race Corp.,  endorsed  by  Judge  Manton,  is 
still  unpaid.” 


Warner  13-Week  Profit 
$103,804;  a Sharp  Drop 

New  York — ^Warner  and  subsidiaries  re- 
port a net  of  $103,804,  after  meeting 
charges,  for  the  13  weeks  ending  Nov.  26, 
1938.  After  dividend  requirements  on  the 
$3.85  preferred  on  which  unpaid  divi- 
dends to  and  including  Dec.  1,  1938  totaled 
$25.98  per  share,  this  leaves  a balance  of 
$4,564,  equal  to  less  than  a cent  a share 
on  the  3,701,090  shares  of  common  out- 
standing, but  excluding  100,254  shares 
held  by  the  company.  For  the  same  period 
of  the  previous  year,  the  company  earned 
$1,685,599,  or  42  cents  a share  on  the 
common. 


New  York — Concern  of  subsequent  run 
independents  over  what  appeared  as  the 
forerunner  of  a price  slashing  move  by 
Loew’s  and  RKO  in  revising  scales  for 
Sunday  morning  shows  in  Brooklyn,  has 
been  stymied  by  John  J.  O’Connor,  head 
of  RKO’s  theatre  operations. 

O’Connor  makes  it  clear  the  five-and- 
ten-cent  cuts,  which  went  into  effect  over 
the  weekend,  are  designed  only  to  meet 
the  scales  of  the  Paramount  and  Fox, 
Brooklyn  downtown  first  runs. 

“There  is  no  intention  to  slash  prices,” 
he  declared.  “For  some  time  we  have 
been  faced  with  a condition  where  patrons 
could  see  an  early  Sunday  show  in  the 
first  runs  for  30  cents,  while  we  were 
charging  40  cents  in  our  later  runs  for  the 
same  picture.” 

The  revised  schedule  in  nine  Loew 
houses  and  three  RKO  units,  the  Ken- 
more,  Dyker  and  Tilyou,  is  the  extent  to 
which  price  adjustments  will  be  made, 
O’Connor  says. 

Loew’s  reduced  prices  ten  cents  in  four 
units,  and  five  cents  in  five  houses.  This 
includes  two  Manhattan  houses,  the  Rio 
and  175th  St.,  where  cuts  have  gone  into 
effect  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  holiday 
evenings,  as  well  as  a reduction  at  the 
175th  St.  from  Monday  to  Thursday  eve- 
nings. 

This  has  been  done  to  meet  the  scale 
in  effect  at  RKO’s  Coliseum. 

Approval  for  Weismans 
Fox  Liquidation  Plan 

New  York— Milton  C.  Weisman’s  pro- 
posed liquidation  plan  for  Fox  Theatres, 
for  which  he  had  been  receiver  for  several 
years,  has  been  approved  by  Judge  Martin 
T.  Manton.  The  plan  provides  for  grad- 
ual liquidation  of  the  assets,  appointment 
of  two  trustees  and  discharge  of  the  re- 
ceiver. Judge  Manton  said  he  considered 
the  plan  an  advantage  to  the  creditors. 


DuArt-Consolidated  Case 
To  Court  February  6 

New  York — ^The  DuArt  Film  Labora- 
tories’ $500,000  damage  suit  against  Con- 
solidated Film  will  be  tried  in  the  U.  S. 
district  court  February  6. 

Charges  filed  by  DuArt  allege  that 
Consolidated  induced  Universal  to  breach 
a contract.  I.  Gainsburg  is  representing 
the  plaintiffs. 

Prudential  May  Build 
In  Richiield,  Conn. 

New  York — Prudential  Playhouses  is 
considering  a 600-seat  theatre  at  Rich- 
field, Conn.  The  circuit  has  been  operat- 
ing in  the  state  for  some  time.  It  has  a 
theatre  at  New  Canaan.  Joseph  Seider, 
president,  expects  the  rebuilt  Greenport, 
Greenport,  L.  I.,  to  be  ready  in  April. 
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Buys  'Em  and  Sells  'Em 


New  York — Those  who  have  come  to  expect  the  unexpected  from  Walter 
Reade  have  chalked  up  another  one  for  the  rotund  operator. 

Reade  has  resold  the  Plaza  to  Leo  Brecher.  And  at  a substantial  “bonus.” 

Not  that  Brecher  ever  owned  the  Plaza.  That’s  one  of  the  stranger  aspects 
of  the  case.  Interesting,  too.  It  seems  that  one  fine  morning  Brecher  woke  up 
to  find  Reade  had  bought  the  property  from  under  his  figurative  nose.  Brecher, 
for  long  past  had  had  a lease  on  the  property,  but  with  renewal  a matter  of  ten 
months  off,  had  not  bothered  about  it. 

But  things  and  words  began  to  gather  momentum  after  Reade  deposited 
title  in  the  Plaza  in  his  safe.  Lots  of  talk,  loose  and  otherwise,  accounted  for  the 
general  impression  that  Reade  “shouldn’t  have  done  it.”  In  fact,  those  who  have 
made  it  their  special  business  to  observe  the  expected  repercussions  of  the  inci- 
dent say  that  influential  pressure  has  been  brought  on  Reade  to  turn  the  the- 
atre back  to  Brecher. 

These  same  observers  say  Reade  did  more  than  make  a grandiloquent  ges- 
ture. They  say  Reade  heard  t'nat  a new  theatre,  possibly  with  Brecher  at  the 
helm,  in  opposition  to  the  Plaza,  was  a certainty — if.  But  Reade  sold  first. 


Griffis  Points  Out 
Television  Role 

New  York — “Television  is  not  the  enemy 
but  the  friend  of  motion  pictures,  and 
will  be  the  source  of  great  profits  to  the 
industry.” 

This  observation  was  made  by  Stanton 
Griffis,  chairman  of  Paramount’s  execu- 
tive committee,  at  the  opening  session, 
Thursday,  of  the  15th  annual  conference 
of  the  National  Board  of  Review  of  Mo- 
lion  Pictures  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 
Griffis’  remarks  were  broadcast  over  the 
municipal  station,  WNYC. 

It  is  Griffis’  opinion  that  television, 
insofar  as  possible  competition  to  the- 
atre owners,  "will  mean  the  loss  of  no 
more  business  than  has  the  development 
of  16mm  films — it  will  mean  the  gain  of 
a tremendous  business.” 

Add  New  Departments 

Qualifying  this,  he  disclosed  Paramount’s 
laboratories  are  already  establishing  new 
departments,  both  for  the  adaptation  of 
old  films  to  television  programs,  as  well 
as  the  manufacture  of  new  “specialty” 
films  of  an  entirely  “different”  nature 
for  the  new  medium. 

“It  is  our  belief,”  he  declared,  “that  for 
the  next  few  years  a tremendous  per- 
centage of  all  televised  programs  will  be 
from  films  and  not  from  direct  photog- 
raphy.” 

Regardless  of  what  the  future  holds  for 
television,  it  is  Griffis’  belief  the  new 
“art”  is  bound  to  be  co-related  wilh  the 
film  industry,  “with  the  probability  that 
each  ’art’  and  each  business  will  comple- 
ment the  ot’ner.” 

In  this  respect,  he  foresees  the  exhibitor 
“televising  great  sports  and  other  current 
events  as  an  important  adjunct  to  his 
newsreel  program,  and  some  day  he  will  use 
direct  transmission  of  the  world  panorama 
of  news  for  projection  directly  on  his 
great  screen — but  I fear  this  is  a long 
way  off.” 

Further  allaying  fears  of  the  “gentle- 
men of  the  motion  picture  world,”  Griffis 
suggested  that,  if  the  industry  would  “look 
back.”  it  would  agree  development  of  radio 
has  complemented  and  gone  hand  in  hand 
with  the  development  of  films,  “with- 
out great  damage  to  either,  and  perhaps 
profit  to  both.” 

A Sports  Analogy 

As  an  analogy,  Griffis  drew  upon  his 
knowledge  of  sports,  brought  about 
through  his  position  on  the  board  of 
Madison  Square  Garden. 

At  the  sports  arena,  he  said,  “We  do 
not  believe  that  the  sale  of  a broadcast 
on  the  nights  when  the  all-conquering 
Louis  comes  to  town,  affects  our  sale  of 
seats,  although  countless  people  will  listen 
to  the  blow-by-blow  description — that  is 
if  there  is  more  than  one  blow  struck  in 
a Louis  fight — and  we  do  not  believe  either, 
that  when  you  will  actually  be  able  to 
see  the  fight  on  your  television  cabinet, 
sitting  by  your  own  fireside,  that  you  will, 
if  you  are  a real  fight  fan,  be  found  by 
that  fireside  rather  than  at  the  Garden; 
yet  the  Garden  wiU  expect  a tremendous- 
ly increased  revenue  from  its  television 
activities.” 

Griffis  is  banking  on  human  emotions 


to  make  both  television  and  films  a con- 
tinued profitable  venture. 

“The  love  and  desire  of  every  man  to 
see  pictures  of  joy  and  sorrow,  of  happi- 
ness and  suffering,  not  alone,  but  in  the 
company  of  his  fellowman,  will  prevail 
and  continue.  Television  will  act  only  as 
every  other  development  that  increases 
the  public  interest  in  entertainment  and 
amusement — to  help  the  greatest  enter- 
tainment business  of  all,  that  of  motion 
pictures.” 

Dudley  Nichols  Reviews 
"Sins  of  Hollywood" 

New  York — Dudley  Nichols,  president 
of  the  Screen  Writers’  Guild,  knows  at 
least  four  sins  of  which  Hollywood  is 
guilty.  He  repeated  them  for  the  benefit 
of  about  150  delegates  attending  the  15th 
annual  conference  of  the  National  Board 
of  Review.  As  he  sees  them: 

“The  real  sins  of  Hollywood  concern  the 
public  lives  of  the  makers  of  motion  pic- 
tures. First,  in  the  fact  they  control  the 
most  exciting  medium  of  dramatic  ex- 
pression the  world  has  ever  seen,  they 
do  not  back  this  medium  up  with  suffi- 
cient courage,  knowledge  and  imagination. 
They  are  timid  beyond  belief  in  breaking 
new  ground. 

“The  next  sin  is  the  practice  of  putting 
the  star  above  the  story.  The  sad  truth 
is  that  ultimately  this  is  bad  even  for  the 
star.  The  producers  find  it  much  easier — 
it  requires  less  energy  and  imagination — 
to  create  a stock  in  trade  of  stars  than  to 
create  a trademark  that  will  mean  a new 
and  exciting  picture. 

“The  third  sin  is  the  censorship  that 
Hollywood  has  fashioned  for  itself  . . . 
largely  a result  of  timidity  and  bad  taste 
...  It  is  no  longer  possible  to  deal  with 
the  everyday  scene  of  life  around  us  . . . 
If  a certain  phase  of  life  cannot  be  han- 
dled truthfully  without  offending  the 
moral  sense  of  an  audience,  then  it  should 
be  left  alone. 

“The  fourth  sin  is  the  failure  of  Holly- 
wood to  make  class  pictures  . . . Every 
picture  is  made  for  a general  audience 
. . . Stories  aimed  at  adult  minds  have  to 
be  weakened  in  an  attempt  to  make  them 
palatable  also  for  six-year  olds  . . . Pro- 


Assure  Exhibitors 
A Quiz  "Break" 

New  York — In  order  to  insure  a simul- 
taneous “break”  to  theatres  throughout 
the  country  in  announcing  winners  of  the 
Movie  Quiz  contest  on  February  20,  noti- 
fications will  be  delivered  to  managers  as 


follows: 

Eastern  Standard  time 8 p.  m. 

Central  Standard  time 7 p.  m. 

Mountain  Standard  time 6 p.  m. 

Pacific  Coast  Standard  time 5 p.  m. 


This  will  enable  exhibitors  to  schedule 
announcements  before  audiences  an  hour 
and  a half  after  receipt.  It  is  necessary 
that  eastern  and  central  theatres  make 
announcements  as  close  to  9:30  and  8:30, 
respectively,  so  that  mountain  and  coast 
theatres  may  make  theirs  simultaneously. 
The  schedule  has  been  prepared  in  order 
to  insure  the  same  advantages  for  the- 
atres in  the  west  as  well  as  the  east. 

The  general  committee  recommends  the 
sealed  envelope  containing  winners  be 
opened  on  the  stage  by  managers  in  the 
presence  of  some  public  officials.  The  list 
for  each  theatre  will  consist  of  the  na- 
tional winners — 24  principal  winners — as 
well  as  local  winners  in  the  community 
where  theatres  are  located. 


Joseph  Steiner  Darkens 
Penn  Newsreel  Theatre 

New  York — Joseph  Steiner  has  finally 
closed  the  Penn  Newsreel.  Reports  had 
been  current  for  weeks  the  house  would 
close  and  attempts  to  spot  features  with 
shorts  failed  to  keep  the  bill  collectors 
from  forcing  the  theatre,  slightly  more 
than  a year  in  operation,  from  darkening. 


ducers  must  cease  thinking  purely  in  terms 
of  the  greatest  profit.” 

Nichols  was  one  of  12  speakers  who 
touched  ten  main  stages  in  the  production 
of  a film.  The  conference  opened  Thurs- 
day, concluding  Saturday  with  the  or- 
ganization’s 24th  annual  luncheon. 
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Anti-Trust  Laws 
Aims  in  Outline 

New  York  — “Competition  itself  is  a 
kind  of  a game  which  requires  a referee. 
Without  a referee  it  is  a contest  in  which 
the  men  who  form  gangs  will  win.  There 
is  no  automatic  method  which  will  oper- 
ate to  prevent  the  building  up  of  tight 
combinations  to  control  price  structures 
and  protect  existing  groups  from  being 
hurt  by  their  competitors.” 

With  these  comments  as  a springboard, 
Thurman  W.  Arnold,  assistant  attorney 
general,  whose  jurisdiction  encompasses 
the  government  suit  against  the  industry, 
traveled  the  gamut  of  anti-trust  idealism 
in  an  address  entitled,  “How  Far  Should 
Government  Control  Business,”  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Economic  Club  of  New 
York  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

“Ideal  of  Society” 

At  the  outset,  Arnold  characterized  the 
anti-trust  laws  as  representing  “the  ideal 
of  a society  which  produces  and  dis- 
tributes through  free  independent  com- 
petitive enterprise.” 

To  maintain  this,  it  was  Arnold’s  as- 
sumption that  “prices  must  be  brought 
within  the  reach  of  purchasing  power  in 
order  to  enable  free  and  independent  en- 
terprise to  distribute  goods.  In  the  long 
run  there  is  only  one  other  way  of  dis- 
tributing goods  and  that  is  the  army  meth- 
od which  controls  a regimented  economic 
society,”  as  evidenced  by  the  power  of  the 
completely  cartelized  states  of  Europe. 

Still  another  method  is  by  government 
subsidy,  he  maintained.  But,  “the  line 
between  what  government  should  dis- 
tribute and  what  should  be  exclusively  the 


How  Arnold  Views 
Consent  Decrees 

New  York — Thurman  W.  Arnold  has 
some  ideas  for  the  use  of  the  consent 
decree  as  a guide  to  business  in  tak- 
ing future  action.  Here  are  a few: 

Assuming  the  anti-trust  division 
brings  a proceeding  to  prevent  exist- 
ing practices  which  are  contrary  to  law. 
If  the  proceeding  involves  “pure  com- 
petition" the  mere  imposition  of  penal- 
ties will  solve  the  problem.  If,  how- 
ever, the  problem  is  complicated  by 
the  necessity  of  some  sort  of  combina- 
tion or  concerted  action,  business  men 
are  compelled  by  necessity  to  substi- 
tute new  practices  to  fill  the  vacuum 
created  by  the  abandonment  of  the  old. 

In  such  a case  the  department  will 
submit  to  the  court  any  plan  voluntar- 
ily offered  by  defendants  in  an  anti- 
trust proceeding  which  furthers  effi- 
ciency or  orderly  marketing  conditions. 
It  will  not  suggest  such  a plan.  It 
will  not  give  advisory  opinions  to 
business.  Consent  decrees  are  only  a 
means  of  terminating  a litigated  pro- 
ceeding in  an  economic  way. 


function  of  private  enterprise  is  not  a 
fixed  one.” 

American  industry,  he  predicted,  prob- 
ably will  not  go  the  way  of  Germany — 
burdened  with  “regimentation  without 
leadership  and  arbitrary  power  without 
control” — , but,  “nevertheless,  there  are 
tendencies  in  our  economy  which  need 
correction.” 

Specifically:  “Today  in  America,  after 
half  a century  of  vacillating  policies  in 
enforcing  the  anti-trust  laws,  there  are 
no  communities  large  or  small  and  no  in- 
dustries where  groups  have  not  been 
formed  to  protect  vested  interests  against 
competition.  The  depression,  creating  as 
it  did  the  necessity  for  stricken  industries 
to  group  themselves  together  in  self-pro- 
tection, has  emphasized  this  tendency.  We 
are  faced  with  a choice  of  either  enforc- 
ing the  anti-trust  laws  or  drifting  in  the 
direction  of  the  self-regimentation  of  busi- 
ness.” 

Asks  Personnel  Increase 

Measures  necessary  to  maintain  a com- 
petitive system  embrace  two  problems,  Ar- 
nold declard.  The  first  concerns  situa- 
tions which  can  be  solved  by  preventative 
approach.  This  problem  relates  to  indus- 
tries “where  a minimum  of  concerted  ac- 
tion is  necessary  in  order  to  produce  or 
distribute  goods.” 

The  second  type  of  problem  is  one  for 
which  prevention  by  itself  is  not  the  sole 
solution.  This  involves  the  industrial  ac- 
tivities where  “concerted  action  is  neces- 
sary for  efficiency.” 

At  this  juncture  Arnold  made  a plea  for 
“an  increase  in  personnel  devoted  to  en- 
forcement of  the  Sherman  Act.” 

Getting  back  to  the  second  type  of  prob- 
lem, where  concerted  action  was  necessary 
because  of  “particular  situations,”  Arnold 
thought  this  requires  “a  constructive  solu- 
tion in  addition  to  enforcement  measures.” 

It  is  “the  lack  of  understanding  of  the 
constructive  use  of  the  anti-trust  laws 
which  has  led  to  the  impression  today  that 
the  Sherman  Act  was  passed  to  com- 
memorate Sherman’s  march  to  the  sea.  It 
is  important,  if  we  are  to  have  any  wide- 
spread and  effective  enforcement  of  the 
anti-ti’ust  laws  that  it  be  understood  that 
they  are  not  a mere  destructive  agency, 
that  they  need  not  be  used  to  destroy  ef- 
ficiency or  create  serious  economic  dis- 
location.” 

Anti-trust  enforcement,  he  went  on,  “is 
not  a moral  problem.  It  is  the  problem  of 
continuous  direction  of  economic  traffic. 
It  requires  an  adequate  organization  to 
penalize  those  who  are  reckless  or  too  much 
in  a hurry.  It  is  an  economic  problem  re- 
quiring that  rigid  prohibition  be  tempered 
by  a rule  of  reason.” 

Arnold’s  rules  of  reason  with  respect  to 
combination  in  restraint  of  trade,  neces- 
sary in  a machine  age,  he  outlined  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  Combinations  which  actually  con- 
tribute to  the  efficiency  of  mass  produc- 
tion should  not  be  destroyed. 

(2)  Concerted  action  on  the  part  of 
groups  of  competitors  in  order  to  insure 
orderly  marketing  conditions  should  not 
be  considered  unreasonable. 

The  third  situation  “has  been  created 
by  our  lack  of  enforcement  in  the  past.  A 
short  phrase  to  describe  it  would  be  to  call 
it  the  problem  of  unscrambling  the  eggs. 
Where  competition  has  been  destroyed 
more  imposition  of  penalties  does  not  re- 


Where It  Starts, 
And  Ends 

New  York  — Where  civil  procedure 
ends  and  criminal  procedure  begins, 
or  vice  versa,  in  the  prosecution  oi 
Sherman  Act  violators  is  clarified  by- 
Thurman  W.  Arnold.  He  maintains: 

The  preventive  enforcement  of  the 
anti-trust  laws  lies  in  criminal  enforce- 
ment. For  this  purpose  the  civil  in- 
junction is  little  more  than  a form  of 
unemployment  relief,  since  it  carries  no 
penalties.  It  is  in  the  constructive  ap- 
plication of  the  anti-trust  laws  to  situ- 
ations where  some  sort  of  combination 
or  concerted  action  is  necessary  that 
the  constant  use  of  the  civil  procedure 
is  most  important. 

The  concurrent  use  of  civil  and 
criminal  procedure  is  not  found  in  con- 
nection with  ordinary  criminal  laws. 
However,  anti-trust  offenses  are  not 
ordinary  criminal  offenses.  Business 
is  not  carried  on  by  the  criminal 
classes.  Often  anti-trust  offenses  in- 
volve no  moral  turpitude.  Sometimes 
they  are  protective  measures  taken  in 
order  to  survive  against  the  aggressive 
tactics  of  others. 


create  it.  Economic  dislocation  in  great 
industries  must  be  avoided.” 

Further  on  this  tack:  “A  constnictive 
application  of  the  anti-trust  laws  requires 
informing  business  men  what  they  may  do 
in  their  own  industries  where  these  prin- 
ciples are  involved.  Penalties  look  to  the 
past.  They  must  be  supplemented  by  a 
guide  to  the  future  . . . The  anti-trust  di- 
vision has  no  right  to  direct  business  as 
to  what  practices  it  must  adopt.  There  is, 
hov^ever,  a pressing  need  of  precedents  to 
inform  particular  industries  as  to  what 
practices  they  may  do. 

Clearance  Setup  Revised 
In  Westchester  County 

(Continued  from  page  33) 
the  Pickwick  under  the  single  feature  pol- 
icy which  will  be  maintained  as  long  as 
business  holds  up. 

Peculiarly  enough,  Brownlow,  parent 
company  for  Prefect,  operates  two  of  the 
three  first-runs  in  Stamford,  Brandt  & 
Weiss  operating  the  third  house,  with 
Harold  Eskin  booking. 

The  revision  of  the  clearance  setup  in 
Westchester  as  a result  of  the  Pickwick 
complaint  marks  the  first  important 
change  in  the  local  protection  system  in 
recent  years.  RKO  and  Loew’s,  in  this 
analysis,  make  considerable  concessions  to 
Skouras  and  Prefect,  it  is  said,  with  Skou- 
ras  getting  the  edge  on  Prefect. 


London  Board  of  Trade 
To  Probe  GB  Affairs 

London — Deloitte  Plender  Griffiths  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  Gaumont-Brit- 
ish.  The  action  is  the  result  of  a petition 
by  dissatisfied  stockholders  submitted  to 
the  board  some  months  ago. 
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Separation  Issue 
Opinion  Shortly 

Washington — Constitutionality  of  legis- 
lation prohibiting  producers  from  holding 
any  interest  whatever  in  the  exhibition 
branch  of  the  industry  will  be  determined 
within  the  next  few  months  by  the  United 
States  supreme  court. 

The  future  course  of  divorce  legislation 
will  be  outlined  by  the  court  in  reviewing 
the  North  Dakota  divorce  law,  as  a result 
of  a ruling  by  the  court  that  it  had  prob- 
able jurisdiction  in  the  appeal  of  Para- 
mount for  review  of  a decision  by  the 
North  Dakota  district  court  holding  the 
act  valid. 

The  question  of  divorce  is  one  of  the  is- 
sues in  the  government  suit  now  pending 
in  New  York  against  the  major  companies, 
and  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold  has  indicated  his  intention  of  ask- 
ing Congress  for  legislation  on  points  in 
anti-trust  proceedings  on  which  the  courts 
do  not  agree  with  him. 

In  bringing  the  suit  to  Washington, 
Paramount  leveled  a number  of  charges 
against  the  North  Dakota  law,  declaring 
that  it  deprives  that  company  of  its  pro- 
perty without  due  process  of  law,  imposes 
upon  interstate  commerce  a regulation 
which  properly  can  be  exercised  only  by 
the  federal  government  and  is  violative  of 
its  rights  under  the  copyright  laws. 

Categorically,  the  company  contends: 

That  the  law  goes  far  beyond  the  neces- 
sity of  legislative  regulation  in  prohibiting 
the  operation  of  theatres  in  which  a pro- 
ducer or  distributor  may  have  an  interest, 
however  small. 

That  it  is  not  an  anti-monopoly  statute 
and  there  has  been  no  evidence  that  there 
is  any  monopoly  in  the  exhibition  or  dis- 
tribution of  films  in  North  Dakota. 

That  it  will  drive  affiliated  houses  out 


"Jesse  James"  Holdover 
In  All  Early  Dates 

New  York — Chalking  up  100  per  cent 
record,  “Jesse  James”  has  been  held  over 
in  each  of  21  pre-release  engagements.  At 
the  Roxy  here,  the  picture  in  its  first  two 
weeks  tallied  309,577  admissions  for  $140,- 
422.89.  On  the  third  weekend,  the  ad- 
missions for  the  three  days  figured  at  62,- 
613  and  the  gross  $29,897. 

Definitely  set  for  a fourth  stanza,  the 
picture  wiU  in  all  probability  go  a fifth 
week,  according  to  Irving  Lesser,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Roxy. 


of  the  field,  leaving  it  to  competitors,  in 
defiance  of  public  interest  and  solely  in 
the  interest  of  a class  seeking  to  exclude 
competition. 

That  its  provisions  for  the  exclusion  of 
affiliated  theatres  is  unreasonable,  arbi- 
trary, capricious  and  unjust. 

That  the  means  provided  in  the  legisla- 
tion to  accomplish  the  policy  of  the  act 
have  no  reasonable  relation  to  any  proper 
public  purpose  with  which  the  state  legis- 
lature was  competent  to  deal. 

That  it  cannot  be  considered  reasonable 
regulation  of  exhibition  in  the  interest  of 
public  health,  safety  or  morals,  because 
the  prohibition  on  operation  of  theatres  by 
any  class  of  exhibitors  has  no  relation 
thereto. 

That  the  practices  of  the  affiliated 
houses  which  the  act  is  intended  to  deal 
with  are  followed  in  the  pursuance  of  ac- 
tivities in  the  distribution  and  licensing  of 
films  protected  by  the  copyright  law  and 
shipped  in  interstate  commerce,  and  there- 
fore beyond  the  power  of  the  state  to 
deal  with. 


New  Skouras  Westwood  Lease 

Westwood,  N.  J. — Skouras  Theatres  has 
canceled  a lease  on  the  Westwood  and 
signed  a new  ten-year  agreement  at  a 
lower  rental. 


Better  Keep  It 
From  Dies 

Hollywood — Ann  Rutherford,  M-G-M 
publicists  have  discovered,  is  wearing 
black  suede  gloves  with  brilliant  red 
thumbs. 

So  far  she  has  not  been  subpoenaed 
by  the  Dies  committee. 

Writers'  Guild  Row 
Will  Get  Airing 

Washington — Union  troubles  of  the 
screen  writers  in  ten  Hollywood  studios 
will  be  aired  before  an  examiner  of  the 
national  labor  relations  board  at  a hear- 
ing to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles  February  13, 
called  by  the  NLRB  simultaneously  with 
the  issuance  of  a complaint  charging  vio- 
lation of  the  national  labor  relations  act. 

The  latest  move  by  the  board  in  the  long- 
drawn  controversy  over  the  writers’  collec- 
tive bargaining  agency  is  based  on  hear- 
ings held  last  summer  in  cases  involving 
M-G-M  and  the  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Ass’n,  which  resulted  in  the  board  certi- 
fying the  Screen  Writers  Guild  as  the 
agency  selected  by  a majority  of  persons 
employed  by  each  of  the  respondents  in 
that  case,  and  the  unsuccessful  demand 
in  September  by  the  Screen  Writers  GuUd 
for  recognition  by  the  other  studios. 

The  NLRB,  in  its  complaint,  charges 
that  the  failure  of  Universal  Pictures, 
Hal  Roach  Studios,  Selznick  International, 
20th  Century-Pox,  Loew’s,  Warner,  RKO, 
Columbia,  Paramount  and  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  to  recognize  the  guild  and  bargain 
with  it  constitutes  unfair  labor  practices 
and  interference  with  the  organizational 
rights  of  the  screen  writers,  in  violation 
of  the  Wagner  act. 

The  board  alleges  that  the  several  re- 
spondents have  been  engaged  in  a fight 
against  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  since 
July  5,  1935,  and  that  between  March  1, 
1936,  and  Feb.  10,  1937,  their  opposition 
was  particularly  bitter.  Each  of  the  com- 
panies is  charged  with  having  made  known 
to  its  screen  writer  employes  its  “disap- 
proval” of  the  Guild  and  with  taking 
other  step>s  to  counteract  its  influence,  in 
some  instances  going  to  the  extent  of  so- 
liciting employes  to  resign  from  the  guild, 
making  sp>eeches  and  distributing  propa- 
ganda calculated  to  interfere  with  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  the  organization,  threat- 
ening to  discharge  or  “blacklist”  employes 
who  failed  to  resign  from  the  guild,  and 
threatening  to  close  down  studios  if  cer- 
tain actions  were  taken. 

Also,  it  was  alleged,  the  companies,  in 
their  campaign  against  the  guild,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Screen  Playwrights 
on  Feb.  10,  1937,  despite  their  knowledge 
that  that  organization  did  not  represent 
a majority  of  persons  employed  as  screen 
writers  in  any  of  their  studios. 


Milton  Bren  Resigns 
Hollywood — Milton  H.  Bren  has  re- 
signed as  production  chief  for  Hal  Roach 
studios. 


Miss  Leeds  Comes  to  Town- 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


And  finds  the  press  photographers  joining  her  and  the  “Coast  to  Coast 
March  of  Dimes’’  to  aid  the  President’s  infantile  paralysis  fund.  From  New 
York,  Miss  Leeds  attended  the  President’s  hall  in  Washington,  then  returned 
west  where  Samuel  Goldwyn  and  “The  Last  Frontier”  awaited  her. 
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Grant  New  Block 
Booking  Hearing 

Washington  — The  whole  question  of 
block  booking  again  will  be  threshed  out 
in  the  near  future  before  the  Senate  in- 
terstate commerce  committee,  which  ac- 
ceded to  requests  of  the  distributors  for 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  before  any 
action  is  taken  on  the  Neely  bill. 

The  hearings  are  expected  to  be  before 
a subcommittee  headed  by  Senator  Lister 
Hill  of  Alabama,  on  dates  later  to  be  set. 

No  hearings  on  block  booking  have  been 
held  by  Congressional  committees  since 
1936,  when  groups  from  both  Senate  and 
House  went  into  the  matter  exhaustively. 
On  the  basis  of  these  hearings,  however. 
Senator  Neely  last  year  succeeded  in  se- 
curing a favorable  committee  report  on 
his  bill,  which  he  induced  the  Senate  to 
pass  on  May  17,  last.  No  action  was  taken 
by  the  House  and  the  measure  died  with 
the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

There  has  been  considerable  pressure 
for  prompt  action  on  the  Neely  bill  by 
independent  exhibitors,  and  the  West  Vir- 
ginia Senator  was  one  of  the  guests  of 
honor  at  the  “Founders’  Dinner”  held 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Allied 
directorate  January  17.  Agitation  for  ac- 
tion is  based  on  the  fact  that  block  book- 
ing is  involved  in  the  government’s  suit 
now  pending  in  New  York  and  the  fur- 
ther fact  that  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Thurman  Arnold,  who  heads  the  gov- 
ernment forces,  has  publicly  stated  his  in- 
tention of  going  to  Congress  for  legislation 
to  bring  about  reforms  which  he  seeks  In 
court  suits,  in  the  event  the  courts  rule 
against  liim. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  distributors  are 
seen  as  advocating  that  the  bill  be  shelved 
until  the  New  York  suit  has  been  decided 
and  pending  perfection  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice reform  plan  now  being  worked  out 
which  it  is  declared  will  deal  satisfactorily 
with  the  problem  of  block  booking. 


Five-Day  Week  Draft 

Hollywood — Home  office  executives  of 
major  studios  probably  will  be  handed, 
sometime  in  March,  a tentative  draft  for 
the  universal  adoption  of  a five-day  work 
week  in  film  studios  as  evolved  by  Pat 
Casey,  Hays  office  labor  contact,  and 
studio  managers. 


Blum's  Feeling 
Alright  Too 

New  York — Dave  Blum,  in  charge  of 
Loew's  foreign  publicity,  is  a father  for 
the  second  time.  The  vital  statistics: 

Name:  David.  Just  like  Papa. 

Weight:  7 lbs.,  5 ozs. 

Time:  Sunday. 

Place;  Harkness  Pavilion,  Medical 
Center. 

Conditions:  Mother  and  child  doing 
well. 

Addenda:  Second  Blum  child.  First  is 
a girl,  now  two  years  old.  And  it's  not 
going  to  be  called  "Junior,"  says  pop. 


Why  Air  Travel  Is  Attractive — 


Or,  the  four  women  flyers  and  eight 
20th  Century-Fox  “starlets”  barnstorming 
the  country  on  behalf  of  “Tail  Spin.”  The 
picture  was  taken  before  the  take-off 
from  Los  Angeles  and  includes  Iva  Stew- 
art, Alice  Armand,  Gloria  and  Barbara 

National  Theatres 
Hand  Out  Prizes 

Los  Angeles — Distribution  of  awards  an- 
nounced several  weeks  ago  in  connection 
with  a 16-week  drive  featured  the  two- 
day  National  Tlieatres’  meeting  here.  Arch 
Bowles,  division  head  for  northern  Cali- 
fornia, took  first  prize  for  $5,000  in  cash; 
Rick  Ricketson,  head  of  the  Fox  Inter- 
mountain division,  chalked  up  second  for 
$3,000;  and  Charles  Skouras,  FAVC  head, 
came  in  third.  He  is  vacationing  in  Greece 
and  received  his  $2,000  bonus  before  leav- 
ing for  New  York. 

Spyros  Skouras,  who  made  the  awards 
and  presided  at  the  meetings,  is  staying 
over  for  at  least  two  more  weeks  for  an 
inspection  tour  of  northern  and  southern 
California  houses  before  returning  east 
with  his  secretary,  John  Healy.  Bill  Pow- 
ers, chief  buyer,  will  spend  his  vacation 
here.  His  wife  is  with  him.  He  had  pre- 
viously planned  to  sail  February  4 on  the 
Normandie  for  a South  American  cruise, 
but  called  it  off  to  spend  his  first  vaca- 
tion in  years  here.  Edward  Zabel,  who 
stopped  off  at  Denver  with  George  Dem- 
bow  before  coming  here,  is  due  back  in  New 
York  next  week. 

While  here,  divisional  operators  discussed 
the  National  Screen  new  one-year  deal. 
Among  those  who  attended  the  sessions 
were  Skouras,  Powers,  Zabel,  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
Charles  Buckley,  Larry  Kent,  Bowles,  Mil- 
ton  Arthur,  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ricket- 
son, E.  C.  Rhoden,  A1  Finkelstein,  Frank 
Newman  sr..  Will  Steege  and  A.  M.  Sturdi- 
vant. 


Brewster — they’re  starlets;  Betty  Huyler 
Gillies,  Margo  Bain  Tanner,  Ruth  Nichols 
and  Cecile  Kenyon — they’re  on  the  level 
flyers;  and  Lillian  Porter,  Joan  Valerie, 
Helen  Ericson  and  Dorothy  Dearing — more 
starlets. 


New  York — A dinner  and  preview  of 
“Tail  Spin”  will  be  given  by  20th-Fox  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria,  February  9,  for  the 
“Ninety-Niners,”  which  is  the  women 
flyers’  association.  The  event  culminates 
the  flying  tours  of  Ruth  Nichols  and 
Margo  Bain  Tanner,  who  started  a 19- 
city  tour  from  the  west,  and  Teddy  Ken- 
yon and  Betty  Huyler  Gillies,  who  are 
touring  northern  and  eastern  cities.  Each 
plane  has  four  girls  from  the  20th-Fox 
stock  company  and  delivers  a print  of  the 
picture  to  each  city  visited. 

Bill  Chambliss  is  handling  publicity  for 
the  Kenyon-Gillies  trip  and  Jim  Johnson 
for  the  Nichols-Tanner  one-night  stands 
Joe  Reddy  and  Joe  Shea  are  acting  as 
advance  men  for  the  tours,  which  are 
slated  to  wind  up  at  Newark  Airport  at 
4:46  p.  m.,  February  7. 

The  girl  fliers  have  accounted  for  con- 
siderable excitement,  not  without  publicity, 
in  their  first  stops,  according  to  word  re- 
ceived by  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  who  directed 
the  tour. 

They  were  met  in  many  cities  by  the 
mayor  himself,  chiefs  of  the  police  and 
fire  departments,  and  were  furnished  with 
police  escort  to  the  local  chambers  of  com- 
merce as  guests  at  luncheons  and  dinners. 
Radio  broadcasts  and  interviews  with  the 
press  were  held  along  the  routes. 

Exhibitors  in  the  cities  so  far  visited  re- 
port the  campaign  has  been  very  effec- 
tive, having  the  effect  of  pre-selling  the 
picture  for  them. 


Republic  Anniversary  Drive 

New  York — Salesmen  and  bookers  of  all 
Republic  exchanges  are  holding  their  fourth 
anniversary  drive,  running  from  February 
to  April. 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Checking  Into  the  Shredded  Wheat  Situation — 

In  other  loords,  this  reveals  Joseph  M.  Seider,  head  of  the  Prudential  circuit,  and  Sam  Rinzler  of  Randforce  as  they  left 
on  the  first  lap  of  a vacation  in  Honolulu,  accompanied  by  their  wives.  Betty  Seider  is  the  third  on  the  left  with  her 
husband  standing  next  to  her.  Rinzler,  in  light  tan  coat,  aJid  his  wife  immediately  adjoin  Seider.  Third  from  the  right 
is  Harry  Shiffman  and  next  to  him  his  wife.  This  is  the  last  picture  taken  of  Shiffman,  who  died  a few  hours  after 
bidding  the  Seiders  and  the  Rinzlers  bon  voyage.  And,  incidentally,  this  shot  embraces  only  half  of  friends  and  relatives 
who  saw  the  travelers  get  under  way. 


B IR  €>  A D W A Y 


JJD  RAFTERY  returned  from  the  coast 
a week  ahead  of  schedule  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  his  father  who  died  at  Mil- 
ford, Mass.  . . . Col.  E.  A.  Schiller  has 
gone  to  Miami  from  Hollywood  . . . Lou 
K.  Sidney  has  bought  himself  a house  in 
Beverly  Hills  . . . Harry  G.  Kosch  is  plan- 
ning to  go  to  Miami.  February  17,  provided 
he  has  a clear  calendar  for  the  two  weeks 
following  . . . Ditto  for  Ruben  Samuels, 
the  insm-ance  man  . . . Bill  Raynor,  son 
of  William  E.  Raynor,  former  Rathe  ex- 
change head  in  this  territory,  is  now  with 
Monogram’s  publicity  department  working 
under  Manny  Reiner. 

Bill  Ferguson  sailed  Wednesday  on  the 
Iroquois  for  Miami  on  a combined  pleasure 
and  business  trip  . . . Tracy  Barham,  Para- 
mount partner  in  Mid-Ohio  theatres,  has 
been  a home  office  visitor  these  last  few 
days  . . . Hank  Kaufman,  Columbia  man- 
ager of  exchange  operations,  is  touring 
the  company's  branches  and  will  be  gone 
until  March  18  when  the  sales  drive  ends 
. . . Jack  Shea  of  Feiber  & Shea  has  kept 
his  engagement  to  Grace  Deery.  daughter 
of  a Hew  England  circuit  operator,  pretty 
much  a secret.  The  bride-to-be  resides 
in  Boston  and  that’s  the  reason  Jack  has 
been  a conscientious  commuter  to  Bean- 
town  these  many  months. 

James  R.  Grainger  visited  Pittsburgh 
Friday  and  is  in  Washington  for  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  MPTO  of  "Vir- 
ginia. Charles  Stern,  UA  district  mana- 
ger, and  Clarence  D.  Hill,  assistant  to 
William  Sussman  of  20th  Century-Fox,  are 
also  in  the  capitol  for  the  one-day  ses- 
sion at  the  Carlton  Hotel  . . . Harry  Gold 
again  visited  Boston  over  the  weekend 
and,  of  course,  it  was  business  . . . Mil- 
ton  Hossfeld  and  Aubrey  Schenck  are  hold- 
ing down  the  fort  at  National  Theatres’ 
headquarters  while  Spyros  Skouras,  Bill 
Powers  and  Eddie  Zabel  are  away. 

Joe  Vogel  was  bedded  when  the  flu 
caught  up  with  him  . . . Louis  Hyman, 
special  representative  for  Sol  Lesser, 
brought  in  a print  of  the  new  Bobby  Breen 
picture  and  left  for  Hollywood  over  the 
weekend  . . . Lou  Diamo?id  got  back  from 


his  coast  trip  Friday  . . . Henri  Ellman 
tvas  in  from  Chicago  for  a few  days  . . . 
John  Golder  of  Philadelphia’s  Hollywood 
Film  Exchange  was  a visitor  to  Sain  Krell- 
berg  . . . Amy  Schiff,  Leopold  Friedman’s 
niece  and  a Loeio  stockholder,  as  well  as 
employe,  heads  for  Miami  Beach  Tuesday 
. . . Al  Margolies  says  he’s  been  hooked 
into  UA  as  publicity  manager  a week 
ahead  of  schedule — February  6 instead  of 
13.  He  claims  he's  not  superstitious. 

With  nary  a word  of  warning  to  his 
associates,  Bill  England,  head  of  RKO  cir- 
cuit’s personnel  and  aide  to  John  J.  O’Con- 
nor, slipped  off  Friday  and  became  wedded. 
Sans  honeymoon,  he  was  back  on  the  job, 
as  usual,  on  Monday  . . . Jack  Cohn,  Nate 
Spingold  and  Abe  Schneider  made  a Lindy 
luncheon  trio.  A friend  queried  of  Nate: 
“Going  to  the  coast  soon?”  Nate  turned 
his  weather  eye  toward  a torrent  of  rain, 
lashed  by  a 36-mile  wind,  and  gulped,  “I 
hope  not”  . . . Over  a piece  of  danish 
coffee  cake,  Laurence  Bolognino  observed: 
“How  can  I tell  how  good  business  will  be? 
It  depends  on  how  many  pictures  the 


Upsets  and  Donkeys 


New  York — Revolutions  are  usually  as- 
sociated with  Latin-American  countries 
and  Ecuador  has  its  share  of  them.  Which 
may  be  red-blooded  stuff  for  romantic 
journalists,  but  it  doesn’t  help  business 
any,  contends  Edward  Cohen,  who  is  20th- 
Fox’s  manager  for  that  territory. 

Cohen,  who  sailed  Friday  for  home,  re- 
veals that  Mexican  pictures  are  increas- 
ing in  popularity  and  that  approximately 
30  were  shown  during  1938.  German 
films,  he  says,  are  also  getting  consider- 
able attention.  Cohen  figures  about  14 
were  released  last  year. 

In  contrast  to  the  highly  efficient  meth- 
ods of  shipping  films  from  exchanges  to 
distributors  in  this  country,  he  reveals 
that  the  donkey  is  still  a very  essential 
cog  in  the  transportation  setup  there. 


‘Dead  End’  kids  are  in.  They’re  in  every- 
thing.” 

I.  Lincer,  20th-Fox  transportation  head, 
is  back  on  the  job  fully  recovered  from 
pneumonia,  which  laid  him  low  several 
months.  And  as  to  Sidney  R.  Kent  and 
W.  C.  Michel  for  their  splendid,  heartfelt 
interest  Lincer  says  he  will  never  forget 
them  . . . Louis  Geller  has  been  re-elected 
chairman  of  the  executive  committee  and 
director  of  Royal  Industrial  Bank  . . . 
L.  W.  Conrow,  Altec  head,  and  C.  L.  Car- 
rington, vice-president  and  general  mana- 
ger, are  baek  from  visits  to  the  field  . . . 
Doug  Fairbanks  jr.  sparred  with  Walter 
O'Keefe  on  “Tune-up  Time’’  over  CBS 
Thursday  night  . . . Sam  Dembow  has 
gone  to  Miami  and  Irving  Greenfield  of 
Loew’s  legal  department  is  back  with  a 
swell  tan,  despite  the  cold  and  cloudiness 
which  almost  marred  a change  in  com- 
plexion for  the  lawyer. 

Gracie  Fields  rates  aces  with  the  20th- 
Fox  publicity  boys  and  again  proved  she 
remembers  all  the  space  grabbers  do  for 
her  by  presenting  Earl  Wingart  and 
Leonard  Gaynor  with  a dozen  ties  before 
she  sailed  on  the  Champlain  . . . She  may 
buy  a home  at  Palm  Springs,  the  latest 
report  goes.  She  also  owns  a place  at 
Capri,  but  what  with  wars  and  interna- 
tional unrest  she  is  figuring  on  enjoying 
California’s  sunshine  from  now  on  . . . 
Norman  Elson  of  the  Brandt  circuit  leaves 
February  10  for  a vacation  at  Miami  Beach 
. . . Francis  L.  Harley  and  Ben  Miggins 
are  slated  to  sail  for  England  on  the 
Queen  Mary,  February  10.  Bob  Kane,  now 
at  Boca  Grande,  Fla.,  with  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
may  go  along  on  the  same  boat  . . . 
George  W.  Weeks  is  back  from  the  coast 
after  stopovers  at  Kansas  City  and  Detroit 
. . . Leon  Fromkess  and  the  missus  have 
returned  from  the  Monogram  studios  in 
Hollywood. 

Arthur  Loew  and  Laudy  Lawrence  are 
driving  to  the  coast  with  their  wives  . . . 
Douglas  Corrigan,  the  “Flying  Irishman,” 
dropped  into  the  RKO  home  office  pub- 
licity department  the  other  day  unexpect- 
edly and  then  left  for  Pittsburgh  on  a tour 
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of  the  country  with  stopovers  at  key  cities 
where  he  autographs  his  book,  “That’s 
My  Story,’’  published  by  Dutton  . . . Jack 
Lewis  and  Irving  Shiffrin  pinch  hit  for 
Rutger  Neilson  at  the  “Gunga  Din’’  open- 
ing at  the  Music  Hall.  Heilson  has  been 
down  with  the  grippe  . . . Sonja  Henie 
sails  February  4 on  the  Normandie  on  a 
26-day  cruise  to  South  America  . . . When 
Lou  B.  Metzger  sails  February  11  on  the 
Washington  for  his  home  on  the  coast  he 
has  been  assured  gefulta  fish  while  on 
board  the  boat.  It  seems  Mori  Fremon’s 
uncle  is  the  chief  chef  on  the  U.  S.  liner 
and  all  the  arrangements  already  have 
been  made  to  provide  Metzger  and  the 
missus  the  delectable  repast. 

Morris  Jacks  of  the  Walter  Reade  office 
is  among  those  present  in  Miami  Beach 
. . . Ditto  Jerry  Bookbinder,  manager  of 
the  circuit’s  Perth  Amboy  houses,  and 
Walter  Hoffman,  manager  of  the  Park, 
Morristown,  both  New  Jersey  . . . Ditto 
B.  S.  Moss  . . . Tom  Gerety  of  Metro 
publicity  is  down  with  the  grippe  for  the 
third  time  this  season,  this  time  in  the 
South  Nassau  Community  Hospital  . . . 
Harry  Rapf  is  due  from  the  coast  next 
week.  He’s  down  for  a short  spell  of  home 
office  conferences  and  then  Bermuda  . . . 
Isidore  Welt  and  Bernie  Brooks,  three- 
quarters  of  the  Rosenblatt-Welt  enter- 
prises, were  hit  with  grippe. 

Bill  O’Brien  of  Hoivard  Dietz’s  staff  is 
something  of  a food  fancier.  He  gets  his 
favorite  restaurant  to  order  sea  urchins 
for  his  fancy  palate  . . . Joan  Davis  and 
Claire  Trevor  left  for  the  coast  over  the 
weekend  . . . Ditto  David  Loew  and  his 
wife  . . . Ralph  Clark  sr.,  managing  di- 
rector for  Warner’s  in  Australia,  is  here 
for  conferences  with  Sam  E.  Morris,  head 
of  foreign  distribution. 

Henry  Hathaway,  Paramount  director, 
is  here  from  the  coast,  going  over  details 
with  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  over  the  latter’s 
role  in  “Knights  of  the  Round  Table”  . . . 
A1  Reid,  general  manager  of  Fabian 
Brooklyn  theatres,  will  be  tendered  a birth- 
day dinner  by  employes  of  the  Paramount, 


What  Happened  to 
The  Music  Hall? 

New  York — Being  a theatre  cashier, 
usually  a weighty  assignment,  also 
has  its  lighter  aspects. 

That's  the  annual  contest  staged  by 
Ray  Moulton,  managing  director  of  the 
Hotel  Piccadilly,  to  determine  Broad- 
way's outstanding  coin  collector.  The 
winner  is  to  be  chosen  by  popular 
vote  and  the  voting  ends  February  8. 

Contestants  must  qualify  on  three 
basic  points:  (1)  service,  (2)  personal- 
ity and  (3)  beauty.  Eligible  to  par- 
ticipate are  the  cashiers  from  the 
Rialto,  Paramount,  Criterion,  State, 
Globe,  Central,  Embassy,  Palace,  May- 
fair,  Strand,  Trans-Lux,  Rivoli  and 
Capitol. 

The  winner  will  receive  a "huge" 
loving  cup.  Her  name  will  be  an- 
nounced February  15.  She'll  probably 
gel  a free  meal  at  the  Hotel  Piccadil- 
ly, too.  Sally  Rodgers,  cashier  at  the 
Trans-Lux,  missed  last  year's  title  by 
seven  votes. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Selling  First  Ticket — 

New  York — The  film  division  of  The- 
atre Arts  Committee  is  mapping  final 
plans  for  its  first  motion  picture  ball  to 
be  held  at  the  Roosevelt,  February  10. 
The  proceeds,  according  to  the  committee, 
are  to  go  to  liberal  causes.  About  2,000 
are  expected. 

Above,  Franchot  Tone,  one  of  the 
sponsoring  committee,  is  selling  the  first 
ticket  to  James  Roosevelt,  vice-president 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.  With  Tone  on 
the  committee  are  Howard  Dietz,  Lynn 
Farnol,  Howard  Barnes,  film  critic  of 
the  New  York  Herald-Tribune;  Lillian 
Heilman,  Frances  Farmer,  Louis  Nizer, 
Katherine  Locke. 

The  TAG  political  cabaret  is  listed 
among  the  entertainment  with  Hiram 
Sherman  as  master-of-ceremonies.  Dance 
music  will  be  furnished  by  Mel  Wayne’s 
orchestra. 

TAG  states  a similar  event  is  on  sched- 
ule annually. 


Fox  and  Strand  at  Michel’s  Restaui’ant, 
February  8.  In  charge:  Harold  Fisher, 
William  McLaughlin  and  Charles  Dowe, 
tickets;  Joe  Lee,  Sonny  Schlenger  and 
Teddy  Trust,  publicity;  A1  Rogers,  Bill 
Miller,  Dowe  and  McLaughlin,  entertain- 
ment. 

Harvey  Newins,  the  theatre  real  estate 
operator,  leaves  Friday  for  Miami  where 
he  will  meet  Andy  Smith  jr.  and  go  fish- 
ing with  him  at  Bimini  and  the  keys  . . . 
Marvin  Schenck  is  now  in  Havana  on  a 
three-week  vacation,  and  of  course,  the 
77iissus  is  along  . . . Mike  Rosen  has  called 
off  his  contemplated  vacation  trip  to  the 
coast  and  will  not  be  able  to  get  aivay 
until  Charlie  Moskowitz  returns  froin  the 
sunny  beaches  of  Miami  . . . Gene  Mey- 
ers, Loew  division  manager  in  the  west 
Bronx  and  Manhattan,  is  taking  it  easy 
at  Miami  . . . Leopold  Friedman  has  put 
off  his  southern  vacation  until  after  the 
aiinual  Loew  stockholders  meeting  Feb- 
ruary 28. 

Jack  Cohn,  A.  Montague,  Joe  McCon- 
ville  and  A.  Schneider  left  Friday  for  the 
coast  and  product  conferences  with  Harry 
Cohn  . . . Charles  Prutzman  and  Adolph 
Schimel  of  Universal  were  out  of  the  of- 
fice several  days  with  severe  colds  . . . 
Charles  Olajos,  Erpi  treasurer,  departed 


over  the  weekend  on  a three-week  coast 
visit  and  conferences  at  the  company’s 
Hollywood  office  on  financial  matters  . . . 
Despite  the  weather  being  the  worst  he 
experienced  in  the  last  six  years  he  has 
visited  the  resort,  Bill  Rodgers  returned 
from  Hollywood,  Fla.,  with  a hazel-nut 
complexion.  The  rest  did  him  a lot  of  good 
and  the  first  thing  he  did  when  he  got 
back  to  his  office  was  to  catch  up  on  trade 
practice  developments  during  his  absence. 
If  it  means  anything  to  the  trade  at  large, 
believe  it  or  not,  the  M-G-M  sales  head, 
shied  clear  of  all  topics  on  the  picture 
business  while  trying  to  find  the  sun. 

Joe  Moskowitz,  true  to  his  promise  of  a 
short  trip  to  the  26th  Century-Fox  studios, 
arrives  Monday  morning  . . . Herman  Ber- 
nie, in  Oxford  aiid  wine  color  muffler, 
dashing  through  the  snow  on  1th  Ave.  . . . 
Henry  Randel,  local  Paramount  branch 
manager,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his 
mother  . . . Ted  O’Shea,  who  has  been 
vacillatmg  betweeii  a trip  to  Jamaica  (the 
West  Indies  Jamaica)  a?id  Porto  Rico  and 
Miami,  has  determined  on  the  Florida  re- 
sort as  his  vaeation  spot.  He  leaves  Febru- 
ary 18  . . . Tom  Connors,  however,  decided 
071  the  cruise  to  Ja7naica  a7id  the  West 
Didies.  He  shoves  off  on  the  sa77ie  day  . . . 
Jack  Bowen,  local  branch  ma7iager  for 
M-G-M  is  back  from  Sebrmg.  That’s  m 
Florida,  too  . . . Charles  Heyma7i,  upstate 
exhibitor,  is  back  from  Miami  shores.  A7id 
i7i  this  weather,  too  . . . Ralph  Pielow, 
Metro’s  Alba7iy  ma7iager,  goes  there  on  the 
departure  date  of  his  boss,  Ted  O’Shea  . . . 
Mayor  La  Guardia  takes  a peek  at  “Boy 
Slaves’’  at  RKO,  Tuesday,  as  the  guest  of 
the  distributor. 

Grad  Sears  and  Mort  Blumenstock  are 
back  from  studio  conferences  . . . Joe 
Hummel  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a siege 
of  the  grippe  . . . Adelaide  Finch,  Pathe 
News  feature  editor,  lectured  on  styles  for 
women  at  the  new  radio  City  Newsreel  the- 
atre . . . Cresson  E.  Smith,  RKO  southern 
and  western  sales  manager,  has  returned 
from  a tour  embracing  20  branches  in  his 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Tone  Reflects  as 
The  Snow  Flies 

New  York — Thoughts — of  Franchot 
Tone's — while  strolling — in  the  tail  end 
of  a Chicago  blizzard. 

"The  play  ('The  Gentle  People')  is 
being  received  very  well.  We'll  prob- 
ably run  through  the  summer,  then 
back  to  Hollywood,  perhaps  in  Septem- 
ber, if  they'll  have  me. 

"The  snow?  Oh,  I don't  mind  it.  After 
all  I came  here  for  a change.  And 
I'm  getting  it.  No,  I haven't  been 
sledding. 

"Production  in  the  east  isn't  a bad 
idea.  Bill  Howard  has  turned  out  a 
splendid  picture.  Generally,  though,  I 
don't  think  it's  practical. 

"Americanism  in  pictures  is  a natural 
reaction  to  foreign  affairs.  I certainly 
hope  it  takes  Hollywood.  There  cer- 
tainly are  a lot  of  fine,  old  stories  of 
our  country  that  would  make  grand 
entertainment." 
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division  . . . Lou  Diamond,  head  of  Para- 
mount short  subject  department,  is  back 
after  looking  at  independent  product. 

Irving  Wormser  cut  his  visit  to  Lake 
Placid  short  when  he  lear7ied  of  the  sud- 
den death  of  Harry  Shiffman,  a close 
friend  for  many  years  . . . Arthur  Willi, 
RKO  talent  scout,  has  gone  to  New  Or- 
leans on  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  talent  hunt  . . . 
Lev  Friedmaji  took  a day  off  to  nurse  a 
cold  during  the  week  . . . Bill  Sussman  and 
Toby  Gruen  are  due  soori  from  a cruise 
on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  . . . Max  Cohen, 
Universal  manager,  is  absorbing  Miami 
sunshine  with  the  missus  for  the  next  two 
iveeks  . . . The  Jimmy  Cunninghams  are 
blessed-eventing  . . . George  Brent  flew  to 
Bermuda  over  the  weekend  for  a short  rest 
. . . M-G-M’s  local  publicity  department 
feels  slighted  because  Eleanor  Powell  re- 
turned to  the  coast  from  Washington  in- 
stead of  visitmg  New  York. 

Arnold  Schwarzwald,  son  of  Milton  who 
produces  musical  shorts  for  Universal  and 
RKO,  is  a musician  in  his  own  right.  His 
composition,  “Rhapsody  in  Three  Moods” 
for  piano  and  orchestra  was  broadcast 
Saturday  on  the  “Music  for  Moderns”  pro- 
gram by  Lynn  Murray  and  his  orchestra 
with  Vera  Brodsky  as  pianist.  Tire  piece 
originated  at  WABC  and  cleared  over  the 
entire  Mutual  network  . . . Jimmy  Boyle  of 
RKO  had  a birthday  the  other  day. 
Twenty-one  “and  more,”  he  said  . . . Henri 
Diamant  Bergere,  French  director  who  has 
been  on  a radio  tour  for  the  French  gov- 
ernment, is  back  in  New  York  after  an 

WB  Lose  a Round 
To  Harri]  Fried 

Philadelphia — Harry  Fried,  operator  of 
four  suburban  theatres,  won  the  first  round 
in  his  battle  against  Warner  Bros.  Circuit 
Management  Corp.  and  nine  major  distri- 
butors when  Federal  Judge  William  Kirk- 
patrick dismissed  a motion  for  a bill  of 
particulars  presented  by  the  defendants. 

The  judge  gave  the  ten  defendant  cor- 
porations 20  days  to  file  an  answer  to 
Fried’s  complaint  charging  them  with  un- 
fair business  practices,  alleged  monopoly, 
and  unreasonable  protection  for  Warner 
Bros,  chain  theatres  in  his  territory.  The 
action,  filed  September  28,  1938,  asked 
the  federal  court  for  an  injunction  against 
the  defendant  companies. 

Judge  Kirkpatrick  in  his  ruling  dismiss- 
ing the  motion  said:  “The  complaint  does 
not  require  further  clarification,  and  the 
expeditious  disposition  of  the  case  will  not 
be  aided  by  a dilatory  motion  which  may, 
and  probably  wiU,  be  duplicated  by  subse- 
quent proceedings.” 


Boost  for  Mel  Hulling 

San  Francisco — Mel  Hulling  has  been 
appointed  west  coast  district  manager  for 
Monogram. 


extensive  coast-to-coast  trip  and  sails  for 
Paris  Saturday,  his  work  here  done. 

Bob  Benjamin  returns  shortly  from 
Mexico  City  where  he  has  been  vacation- 
ing  . . . Florence  W.  Van  Straten,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacques,  WHN  comptroller,  has 
been  awarded  a degree  of  doctor  of  philo- 
sophy for  her  marvelous  record  in  chem- 
istry at  NYU  . . . Mel  Hulling  has  been 
7iamed  Monogram  district  manager.  F.  H. 
Butler  succeeds  Hulling  as  branch  ma7i- 
ager  of  the  San  Fra7icisco  exchange  . . . 
Mischa  Violin,  who  has  been  appearmg  at 
the  Roxy  and  Music  Hall  for  the  past  10 
years,  Tuesday  night  tjvHI  give  a concert 
at  Carnegie  Hall  . . . Sid  Kramer  of  the 
RKO  office  has  a 7iew  baby  girl  at  his 
home.  He  is  7nanager  of  the  pri7it  and 
negative  department.  Kramer  is  not  alone 
i7i  the  7iew  father  divisio7i.  R.  S.  Allen  of 
the  purchasing  depart7ne7it  a?id  Walter 
Stickerlmg  of  the  typeivriter  repair  de- 
partment are  in  the  same  class. 

The  French  liner  Normandie  made  her 
first  appearance  in  some  time  Thursday 
bringing  Herbert  Wilcox,  ill  with  a cold 
during  the  entire  voyage.  The  British 
producer  was  kept  in  bed  with  102  tem- 
perature . . . Also  on  board  were  the  Sam 
Eckmans  (he’s  Loew’s  managing  director 
for  the  United  Kingdom) ; the  Jan  Kie- 
puras  (she’s  Marta  Eggerth)  here  for  sing- 
ing engagements:  A.  C.  Berman,  formerly 
in  charge  of  the  Selznick  International 
office  in  London  and  Madeleine  Carroll, 
who  is  slated  to  make  a radio  appearance 
before  returning  to  the  coast  . . . Mary 
Morrissey,  secretary  to  “Jock”  Whitney, 
is  on  the  coast  where  she  will  be  for  about 
a month. 

Shapiro-Gladdeck 
Deal  Is  Halted 

Philadelphia — The  sale  of  David  Sha- 
piro’s Admiral  Tlieatre  to  Fred  Gladdeck, 
which  was  to  halt  pending  litigation  be- 
tween Shapiro  and  the  majors,  fell  through 
this  week. 

Although  no  one  would  make  any  com- 
ment, it  is  believed  that  the  deal  was 
scotched  by  officials  of  Warner  Bros,  who 
allegedly  threatened  reprisals  against  Rob- 
ert Lynch,  M-G-M  chief,  father-in-law  of 
Gladdeck. 

Shapiro  left  for  Florida  early  this  week. 
His  son,  Reuben,  in  charge  of  the  theatre 
in  his  father’s  absence,  would  not  comment 
on  the  situation.  Gladdeck  likewise  could 
not  be  reached  for  an  explanation. 

The  sale  was  virtually  completed,  the 
elder  Shapiro  announced  last  week,  and  all 
that  was  left  was  the  final  settlement. 
Shapiro  was  all  set  to  file  suit  against 
Warner  Bros,  and  the  major  distributors 
for  alleged  monopoly  practices. 


7.000  “Quarantine  Hitler" 

Hollywood — Seven  thousand  people  at- 
tended the  “Quarantine  Hitler”  rally  held 
here  January  30  by  the  Anti-Nazi  League. 


Top  Assessment  on 
Paramount  Unit 

New  York  — The  Paramount  Theatre 
and  Bldg,  is  assessed  $12,000,000,  the  larg- 
est amount  of  any  individual  theatre  pro- 
perty, in  the  latest  tentative  valuations  for 
the  new  fiscal  year,  July  1,  1939  to  June 
30,  1940.  The  Music  Hall  and  RKO  Bldg, 
is  second  with  an  assessment  of  $11,600,- 
000.  The  new  Criterion  is  down  for  $6,- 
750,000  and  next  in  evaluation  is  the 
Metropolitan  Opera  House  at  $5,400,000. 
The  Center  is  listed  at  $4,500,000. 

Loew’s  State  assessment  value  is  $4,250,- 
000;  Roxy,  $4,100,000;  Rialto,  $3,250,000; 
Strand,  $3,250,000;  Capitol,  $2,550,000; 
Gaiety,  $2,250,000;  Astor,  $1,750,000;  May- 
fair,  $1,950,000;  Rivoli,  $1,650,000;  Times- 
Apollo,  $1,500,000;  Ziegfeld,  $1,150,000; 
Globe,  $1,150,000;  Hollywood,  $1,150,000; 
Lincoln  Square,  $1,035,000. 

In  Brooklyn,  the  Fox  leads  all  others 
with  an  assessment  value  of  $3,930,000. 
Next  is  the  Paramount  at  $3,070,000.  The 
Albee  is  listed  at  $1,725,000;  Loew’s  Kings, 
$1,145,000;  Loew’s  Metropolitan,  $1,040,- 
000;  Strand,  $600,000;  Loew’s  Melba, 
$430,000;  Tivoli,  $427,000;  Majestic,  $300,- 
000;  Star,  $295,000;  Oxford,  $130,000. 

The  Paramount  Astoria  Studios  is  tenta- 
tively assessed  at  $775,000.  The  Valencia 
leads  all  Queens  theatres  with  a listing  at 
$1,100,000.  The  Merrick,  Jamaica,  is  down 
for  $875,000;  Madison,  Ridgewood,  $642,- 
500;  Keith’s,  Flushing,  $788,000;  Lefferts, 
$410,000;  L.  I.  Amusement  Corp.,  $392,000. 

In  Staten  Island,  the  St.  George  at  St. 
George  is  figured  at  $635,000,  while  the 
Paramount  is  listed  at  $350,000. 

The  Paradise,  Loew  house,  tops  all 
Bronx  houses  at  $1,300,000.  The  Grand  is 
down  for  $1,090,000;  the  Fordham,  $775,- 
000;  the  Valentine,  $500,000. 


Albany  Downtown  Theatre 
Property  Values  Listed 

Albany — Valuations  for  tax  purposes  of 
downtown  theatres  here  for  1939  were  set 
as  follows: 

RKO  Palace,  $630,000;  Strand,  $430,000; 
Ritz,  $328,000;  Grand,  $175,000;  Albany, 
$170,000;  Capitol  (recently  converted  into 
a sports  arena) , $95,000. 


A Foreign  Film  Policy 
At  Arcadia  in  Philly 

Philadelphia — The  central-city  Arcadia 
Theatre,  only  mid-town  independent 
house,  will  soon  institute  a foreign  film 
policy  showing  first  run  English  and 
French-made  films,  it  was  announced  this 
week. 

The  theatre  has  been  showing  second 
run  Paramount  and  M-G-M  pictures  and 
first-run  films  of  independent  producers. 
The  foreign  films  will  be  shown  in  addi- 
tion to  these  products,  according  to  Larry 
Mackey,  Arcadia  manager.  The  first  of 
the  foreign  films  to  premiere  at  the  Ar- 
cadia is  “Orage”  (Tempest),  a Tri-Na- 
tional production. 
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Broadway  May  Get 
A "Marathoner" 

New  York — Broadway  has  had  its  mara- 
thon “Hamlet”  and  “Mourning  Becomes 
Electra,”  and  if  plans  work  out,  it  will 
have  a four-hour  film  show  with  inter- 
mission for  dinner  early  this  spring. 

Amkino  is  planning  to  stage  this  unusual 
stunt  at  the  Cameo  with  two  features, 
“The  Childhood  of  Maxim  Gorki,”  and  the 
second  in  the  series,  tentatively  titled, 
“Out  in  the  World,”  which  continues  the 
story  of  Gorki’s  youth. 

Although  “Gorki”  has  played  the  Cameo, 
Amkino  feels  the  film  hasn’t  realized  its 
full  potentialities  at  the  boxoffice. 

The  idea,  although  still  in  the  formative 
stage,  is  to  put  the  Cameo  on  a two-a-day 
basis  with  reserved  seats  only  during  the 
run. 


Delaware  Incorporation 
Is  lor  Convenience 

New  York  — Formation  of  Paramount 
Pictures  Distributing  Corp.  in  Dover,  Del., 
at  a capital  of  $10,000  is  for  corporate 
convenience,  according  to  an  official  of 
the  company.  This  is  a new  subsidiary  for 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.  Some  years  ago, 
a subsidiary  by  the  same  name  of  the  new 
company  formed  was  liquidated  for  tax 
purposes.  It  replaces  the  New  Jersey  cor- 
poration of  the  same  name. 


Rites  Held  in  Rochester 
For  Carl  F.  Lomb.  74 


Rochester — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  January  28  for  Carl  F.  Lomb,  vice- 
president  of  Bausch  & Lomb  Optical  Co., 
who  died  two  days  earlier  at  his  home  at 
the  age  of  74. 

Born  at  Birstein,  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany, 
May  31,  1854,  Lomb  came  to  America  in 
1873.  After  an  association  with  the  bank- 
ing house  of  Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  and  the 
First  National  Bank  of  New  York,  Lomb 
joined  the  New  York  office  of  Bausch  & 
Lomb  in  1874.  Following  a brief  insur- 
ance venture  the  next  year,  Lomb  re- 
joined the  firm  with  which  he  remained 
until  his  death.  He  leaves  no  immediate 
survivors. 


Hundred  Monogrammers 
Fete  W.  Ray  Johnston 

Hollywood — About  100  connected  with 
Monogram’s  studio  tendered  a tribute  to 
W.  Ray  Johnston,  president,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  silver  jubilee  with  a dinner- 
dance  at  the  Lakeside  Golf  Club. 

Among  those  present  were  the  Scott  R. 
Dunlaps,  the  Trem  Carrs,  the  Charles 
Bigelows,  Ed  Finney,  William  Nigh,  E.  B. 
Derr,  J.  P.  Friedhoff,  E.  R.  Hickson, 
Jackie  Cooper,  Boris  Karloff,  Dorothy 
Reid,  Russell  Schoengarth,  John  Carroll 
and  the  William  Pierces. 


Korda  Making  Two 
Films  on  Coast 

New  York — Alexander  Korda  will  make 
two  pictures  a year  in  Hollywood,  under 
a new  arrangement  with  UA,  and  Morris 
Helprin,  currently  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing representative  here,  will  act  as  asso- 
ciate producer,  Korda  told  Boxoffice  prior 
to  his  sailing  on  the  Champlain.  He  is 
scheduled  to  return  from  England  late 
June  or  early  July  to  start  his  first  under 
the  new  arrangement.  The  London  Film 
head  is  planning  to  bring  over  British 
players  for  the  pictures  he  will  produce 
on  the  coast,  he  said.  His  initial  film  is 
not  set,  as  yet. 

Sailing  on  the  same  French  liner  were 
Irving  Asher,  associate  producer  for  Lon- 
don Films;  Joseph  Friedman,  general  Euro- 
pean manager  for  Columbia;  Gracie  Fields, 
20th-Fox  star;  Monty  Banks,  director  of 
the  Fields  pictures;  Karl  Tunberg  and 
Don  Ettlinger,  writers  for  “Sally  Goes  to 
Town,”  which  is  one  of  the  two  pictures 
Miss  Fields  will  make  in  England  before 
returning  to  New  York  in  the  fall. 

Asher  said  he  will  produce  four  for  Co- 
lumbia in  England.  'The  first  is  to  get 
under  way  April  1.  No  American  talent 
will  be  employed  in  the  British-made 
films,  he  added.  There  are  six  scripts 
which  Asher  and  Friedman  discussed  as 
possibilities  on  the  high  seas. 

Ad  Schulberg  also  was  a passenger. 
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Until  test  theatres  in  5 states 
had  used  this  Sensational  Ad- 
vertising Plan  and  had  proven 
it  to  be  the  best  word  of 
mouth  attendance  builder  in 
America  before  . . . 

Introducing 

THE  MOST  SENSATIONAL 
PREMIUM  GIVE-AWAY 
DEAL  EVER  OFFERED  THE 
EXHIBITOR. 

'PiiMUif  Paikei" 

COSMETICS  . . . TOILETRIES 

Conforms  to  the  Federal  Food, 

Drug  and  Cosmetics  Act 

BEAUTY  ITEMS  EVERY 
WOMAN  NEEDS  EVERY  DAY 

This  plan  is,  designed  for  release  in  a 
limited  number  of  theatres  in  each  state. 
Its  purpose  is  to  further  introduce  the 
quality  of  PRISCILLA  PARKER. 


SEVERAI.  TERRITORIES 

OPEN  FOR  PRODUCING 
DISTRIBUTORS 


WRITE  PARKER-BOULDIN  CO. 


128  East  Tenth  St. 
SAINT  PAUL.  MINN. 
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■pHE  party’s  over  now  and  Washington 
representatives  spent  the  week  recuper- 
ating from  the  President’s  Birthday  Ball. 
Entertainment  Chairman  Nelson  Bell  of 
the  Post  has  taken  his  bows  for  bringing 
to  town  a swell  show,  now  walks  with  a 
light  and  jaunty  step,  no  more  serious 
worry  on  his  mind  than  how  in  the  heck 
he  is  going  to  see  that  screening,  keep 
those  six  appointments  and  still  get  the 
Sunday  paper  made  up.  Hardie  Meakin, 
manager  of  RKO  Keith’s,  is  on  the  road 
to  recovery  from  his  task,  which  was  rout- 
ing eight  stars  to  seven  hotels,  two  the- 
atres and  the  White  House  in  three  and  a 
half  hours.  All  official  escorts  are  sit- 
ting up  and  taking  a little  liquid  nourish- 
ment, after  sticking  to  Hardie’s  schedules. 
Highlights:  Errol  Flynn’s  arrival  without 
riding  pants  to  ride  in  a horse  show  . . . 
George  Brent’s  breaking  of  a tooth  the 
morning  of  the  affair  and  his  frantic  calls 
to  Hollywood  to  ask  the  name  of  a de- 
pendable Washington  dentist  . . . The 
greetings  accorded  Jean  Hersholt  at  every 
stop,  the  most  enthusiastic  of  the  eve- 
ning for  any  of  the  visiting  stars  . . . The 
number  of  photographs  taken  of  Andrea 
Leeds,  again  giving  Ben  Washer  (late  of 
the  Goldwyn  publicity  department)  the 
honor  of  bringing  down  the  belle  of  the 
ball  (last  year  he  brought  Zorina)  . . . 
Eleanor  Powell’s  report  that  she  auto- 
graphed more  shirt-fronts  than  anything 
else. 

John  J.  Payette,  general  zone  manager, 
and  Harry  Lohmeyer,  district  manager, 
announce  another  list  of  promotions  m 
the  ranks  of  the  local  Warner  Bros,  staff. 
Nelson  Smith,  long-time  smiling  upon  F 

Universal  Previews 
In  South  America 

New  York — Returning  from  a short  trip 
to  the  coast,  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Univer- 
sal foreign  head,  sailed  on  the  Gripsholm, 
January  31,  for  12  South  American  ports 
where  he  will  hold  special  trade  showings 
for  newspaper  men  and  exhibitors.  The 
showings  will  consist  of  a 3.000-foot  trailer 
on  seven  new  pictures.  A screening  of 
“The  Mikado,’’  with  Spanish  titles,  and 
“Casa  El  Ogra,’’  first  of  three  Spanish 
pictures  to  be  produced  in  Mexico  by  Fer- 
nando Fuentes.  Seidelman  completed  the 
special  arrangement  with  the  Swedish 
American  line  and  will  be  gone  six  weeks. 

Among  ports  of  call  are  Nassau,  Havana, 
Panama,  Callao,  El  Paraiso,  Buenos  Aires, 
Montevideo,  Santos,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Trin- 
idad, Para  and  Bahia.  All  trade  showings 
will  be  held  on  board  ship. 

Seidelman’s  trip  is  the  spearhead  of  a 
concerted  drive  by  Universal  to  awaken 
the  Latin-American  market  to  a greater 
extent  than  attempted  heretofore. 

In  this  respect,  he  mentions  the  close 
cooperation  between  Universal  and  its 
Mexican  producer,  Fernando  de  Fuentes. 


St.  crowds,  as  assistant  manager  at  the 
Metropolitan,  becomes  manager  of  the 
Home,  neighborhood  house,  with  Earl 
Heatwole,  assistant  at  the  Tivoli,  taking 
Smitty’s  post  at  the  Met.  Other  changes: 
Raymond  Burch,  from  assistant  managet 
of  the  Ambassador  to  assistajit  manager  of 
the  Tivoli;  James  Thompson,  from  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Calvert  to  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Ambassador;  George 
Page,  from  assistant  manager  of  the  Ta- 
koma  to  assistant  manager  of  the  Cal- 
vert; Eugene  Wilson,  from  chief -of -service 
at  the  Tivoli  to  student  manager  of  the 
Takoma. 

MPTOA  of  Virginia  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  outside  the  state  when  it  convenes 
at  the  Shoreham  Hotel  here  Monday, 
February  6.  The  business  session  in  the 
morning  will  be  followed  by  a dinner- 
dance  at  night  at  the  same  hotel  . . . 
State  Theatre  of  Falls  Church,  nearby 
Virginia  suburb,  celebrated  its  third  birth- 
day . . . Little,  downtown  revival  and  first 
run  foreign  film  house,  has  a new  open- 
ing day,  Wednesday  instead  of  Sunday  . . . 
Armand  Denis  and  Leila  Roosevelt  Denis 
arrived  for  doings  in  conjunction  with  the 
opening  of  their  “Dark  Rapture”  at  the 
Belasco  . . . J.  Edgar  Hoover,  chief  G- 
Man,  reported  to  have  looked  at  Para- 
mount’s “Persons  in  Hiding,”  to  have  liked 
it  very  much,  but  to  have  said  thumbs 
down  on  any  ballyhoo  that  would  attend  d 
world  premiere  here  . . . Loew’s  Palace 
feted  a number  of  notable  Missourians  at 
a special  showing  of  “Jesse  James”  . . . 
Edna  F.  Jones  and  John  McKnight  were 
winners  in  the  local  elimination  in  RKO’s 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  contest. 


Continuing  along  this  line,  he  reveals 
a special  department  has  been  established 
at  the  studio  which  will  further  advance 
the  cause  of  improved  Latin-American  re- 
lations. Wherever  possible,  according  to 
Seidelman,  there  will  be  attempted  added 
sequences  designed  for  Spanish-speaking 
peoples. 

Nate  Blumberg,  president,  returned  from 
the  coast  the  end  of  the  week  after  lining 
up  next  season’s  program  which,  in  round 
numbers,  remains  the  same.  William  A. 
Scully,  general  sales  manager,  returns  from 
Honolulu  in  about  a fortnight. 

3-Day  Warner  Meet 
In  Buenos  Aires 

Buenos  Aires  — Warner  is  holding  a 
three-day  sales  parley  here  starting  Mon- 
day at  which  Karl  Macdonald,  Latin- 
American  manager,  will  preside.  Mac- 
donald is  currently  visiting  the  various 
branches  and  leaves  shortly  for  Rio  where 
similar  meetings  will  be  held. 

Managers  of  the  six  exchanges  in  Ar- 
gentine, first-run  exhibitors,  and  the  Chile 
and  Uruguay  Warner  representatives  are 
expected  to  attend. 

Macdonald  says  he  will  hold  showings 
on  “Dawn  Patrol”  and  “Angels  With  Dirty 
Paces,”  and  will  exhibit  a trailer  on 
“Juarez,”  the  forthcoming  Paul  Muni  film. 


Italian  Contracts 
Void,  Says  Hays 

New  York — Speaking  for  the  industry. 
Will  Hays,  taking  cognizance  of  the  Italian 
Royal  Decree  forcing  American  companies 
to  abandon  their  business  in  Italy  al- 
though four  distributors  have  contracts 
of  unexpired  term,  states  the  decree 
“arbitrarily  rendered  null  and  void  all 
present  American  distribution  contracts  in 
Italy.” 

Those  holding  contracts  with  Italian  li- 
censees are  United  Artists,  Columbia,  RKO 
and  Universal.  Their  attorneys  have  long 
pondered  the  legal  and  diplomatic  exigen- 
cies, should  they  either  withdraw  or  con- 
tinue. The  course,  now  that  Hays  has 
taken  up  the  cudgel,  is  clear.  The  “united 
front”  is  maintained,  that  is,  for  the  pro- 
ducer-distributor members  of  the  MPPDA. 

Individual  sentiment  among  indepen- 
dent distributors  assumes  a parallel  main- 
tenance of  the  “united  front.”  There  has 
been  no  official  utterance  for  the  group — 
Republic,  Monogram,  Grand  National. 

Hays  further  said:  “The  United  States 
and  many  other  countries  impose  no  re- 
strictions whatever  upon  the  importation 
of  films.  The  American  motion  picture 
industry  has  constantly  encouraged  the 
freest  possible  interchange  of  motion  pic- 
tures with  all  other  nations  and  has  dis- 
couraged any  form  of  restriction  which 
would  impede  the  distribution  or  exhibi- 
tion of  foreign  motion  pictures  in  this 
country.” 

Chile  Quake  Destroys 
Around  13  Theatres 

New  York — Although  details  are  lack- 
ing, the  Chilean  Consulate  reports  that 
some  12  to  13  theatres  were  destroyed  in 
the  earthquake  which  caused  havoc  to 
Concepcion  and  a wide  surrounding  area  in 
Chile.  In  Concepcion,  four  out  of  the  six 
houses  were  destroyed.  All  four  were  de- 
molished in  Chilian  and  about  five  more 
in  the  nearby  localities.  According  to  the 
Counsulate,  full  information  will  not  be 
available  for  at  least  ten  days. 


Still  Splashing  in 
Bathtubs 

Hollywood  — Bathing,  for  sanitary 
reasons,  is  an  accepted  vogue.  But 
with  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  it  is  an  occasion. 

That's  because  in  25  years  of  pic- 
ture making  DeMille  has  only  “taken'' 
12  baths.  That  is,  the  kind  that  hit  the 
screens.  He  "took"  his  latest  one,  sans 
the  gilt  and  marble,  the  splendor  and 
beauties  usually  identified  with  for- 
mer bathtub  scenes,  on  the  "Union  Pa- 
cific" set. 

It  consisted  of  Joel  McCrea  dunking 
Robert  Barrat  in  a crude  water  trough 
erected  in  a scene  representing  a pio- 
neer railroad  graders'  camp. 

Imagine  DeMille  selling  glamour 
short! 
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Sacriiicing  for 
Art  Again 

Hollywood — In  the  cause  ol  art,  Victor 
McLaglen  set  a new  record  for  cider- 
drinking, but  he  never  intends  to  de- 
fend his  title. 

For  one  hour  and  ten  minutes,  Mc- 
Laglen stood  at  the  bar  of  a western 
saloon  set  and  downed  17  sixteen-ounce 
schooners  of  cider,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  masquerading  as  beer. 

In  all,  it  is  estimated  that  he  had 
consumed  better  than  a gallon  of  apple 
juice  before  the  final  shot  was  made. 

At  the  same  moment  the  lights  were 
dimmed,  three  buttons  popped  off  the 
McLaglen  vest.  Vic  wasn't  sure  what 
he  wanted  first:  a tailor  or  a stomach 
pump. 

Fhilly  Allied  Names 
Governing  Board 

Philadelphia  — A permanent  board  of 
governors  of  the  Philadelphia  Allied  unjjt 
was  elected  at  a meeting  of  the  member- 
ship held  January  31  at  the  Broadwood 
Plotel. 

The  following  were  chosen: 

For  the  Philadelphia  territory:  Morris 
Wax,  Royal  and  Standard  theatres:  Mil- 
ton  Rogasner,  Iris;  Ben  Fertel,  Colonial 
and  Overbrook;  Luke  Gring,  Erlen  and 
Renel;  David  E.  Milgram,  Affiliated  The- 
atres, Inc.;  Columbus  Stamper,  Great 
Northern;  E.  B.  Gregory,  Italia;  Charles 
Stiefel,  President,  and  Harry  Perelman, 
West  Allegheny. 

For  out-of-town  theatres:  A1  Fisher, 
Kesqick,  Glenside;  Joe  Conway,  Egyptian, 
Bala;  Harry  Fried,  Suburban,  Ardmore, 
and  Henry  Sork,  Rio,  Reading.  There  are 
still  two  vacancies  remaining  on  the  out- 
of-town  section  of  the  board. 

Henry  Sork  was  elected  permanent 
secretary  and  Ben  Fertel,  permanent  trea- 
surer. Sid  Samuelson,  former  head  of 
National  Allied,  is  business  manager;  David 
W.  Yaffe,  Esq.,  assistant  business  manager 
and  counsel,  and  Walter  Woodward,  travel- 
ing field  representative. 

Headquarters  will  be  opened  within  the 
next  two  weeks  in  the  Flint  Building,  219 
N.  Broad  street. 

A clearance  and  zoning  committee  was 
appointed  consisting  of  Allen  Benn,  David 
E.  Milgram  and  Henry  Sork. 

Fertel  gave  a complete  financial  report 
of  the  organization  and  announced  that 
the  dues  paid  thus  far  were  “beyond  ex- 
pectations.” About  80  exhibitors  repre- 
senting 150  theatres  attended  the  meeting, 
according  to  Yaffe. 

E.  B.  Gregory  acted  as  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  announced  that  member- 
ship meetings  will  be  held  quarterly,  while 
the  board  will  meet  monthly. 


John  Carnikas  Dead 

Bakersfield,  Cal. — John  Carnikas,  vet- 
eran theatre  operator  and  owner  of  the 
Virginia  Theatre,  is  dead  after  a long  ill- 
ness. 


^HE  Variety  Clubbers  are  taking  bows 

this  week  for  their  magnificent  handling 
of  the  President’s  Birthday  Ball  at  the 
Convention  Hall  here.  More  than  12,000 
persons  attended  and  nearly  $50,000  was 
raised  for  the  campaign  against  infantile 
paralysis  . . . Guest  stars  at  the  ball  were 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Wayne  Morris  and 
his  new  bride,  “Bubbles”  Schinasi  . . . 
Preceding  the  ball,  Fairbanks,  squired  by 
“Uncle  Okker”  Neufeld,  attended  a dinner 
at  the  home  of  Jack  Kelly,  local  Demo- 
cratic biggie.  Former  Governor  and  Mrs. 
George  H.  Earle  also  attended  . . . The 
Variety  Club  was  host  to  the  visiting  cele- 
brities at  its  clubrooms  at  the  Bellevue- 
Stratford  Hotel  for  post-ball  parties. 

The  Showmen’s  Club  will  throw  its  1939 
jamboree  at  the  St.  James  Hotel  on  Febru- 
ary 4 . . . Paramount’s  Earle  Sweigert  has 
been  chosen  a judge  at  Temple  University’s 
beauty  contest  to  be  held  in  a couple  of 
weeks  . . . Lou  Foxman  is  opening  a new 
premium  distributing  center  on  Vine  Street 
next  week. 

Flash!  The  Womelsdorf  (Pa.)  fire  de- 
partment is  reopening  its  moving  picture 
theatre  . . . Many  prominent  figures  of 
Filmrow  were  present  at  the  funeral  ser- 
vices on  Wednesday  for  Judge  William  M. 
Lewis,  beloved  member  of  the  municipal 
court  bench  and  Zionist  leader  ...  Joe 
Sapsis  will  open  a haberdashery  and  cloth- 


Loew's  12-Week  Earnings 
Record  Near  3 Millions 

New  York — Net  earnings  of  Loew’s  for 
the  12  weeks  ended  November  24  totaled 
$2,979,943,  after  depreciation  and  taxes 
and  setting  up  a special  reserve  of  $500,- 
000  for  contingencies  during  the  three- 
months  period.  For  the  same  period  in 
1937,  the  net  was  $2,917,409.  The  latest 
earnings  amount  to  $1.74  a share  on  the 
common,  as  compared  to  $1.69  for  the 
same  period  in  1937. 

No  decision  has  yet  been  made  by  Loew 
attorneys  to  appeal  the  recent  ruling  of 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente. 
A motion  to  intervene  and  appeal  Valente’s 
decision,  made  by  a minority  stockholder 
this  week,  was  denied. 


Warner  Opening  Sixth 
Unit  in  Wilmington 

Wilmington — Tliis  stronghold  of  the  du 
Fonts,  populated  at  106,000,  will  witness 
the  debut  of  the  sixth  Warner  unit  when 
the  new  Warner  Tlreatre  throws  open  its 
door  to  1,600  seats  February  8. 

A host  of  du  Fonts  and  other  local  per- 
sonalities have  been  invited  to  inspect 
the  house  and  witness  “Wings  of  the 
Navy”  and  “Lincoln  in  the  White  House.” 
The  theatre  is  located  at  10th  St.  and 
Tatnall.  A few  blocks  away,  on  Market 
St.,  are  five  Warner  houses.  Lou  Black, 
who  has  been  managing  the  Aldine,  has 
been  promoted  to  take  charge  of  the 
Warner. 


ing  store  at  13th  and  Vine  Sts.  shortly 
. . . Clark  Film  Distributors,  Inc.,  will 
handle  the  trailers  for  the  coming  United 
Campaign  which  will  be  shown  in  300  local 
theatres. 

Joseph  Bernhard  will  head  a contingent 
of  Warnerites  to  the  opening  of  the  new 
Warner  Theatre  in  Wilmington  on  Febru- 
ary 8 . . . Lou  Black  is  manager  of  the 
house  . . . Cecil  Felt  is  recovering  from  ari 
operation  . . . Charlie  Beilan  has  resigned 
as  president  of  the  Showmen’s  Club  . . . 
E.  L.  McEvoy,  RKO  district  chief,  a visitor 
to  Frank  McNamee  . . . George  Aarons  in 
New  York  07i  a quick  business  trip. 

Gloria  and  Barbara  Brewster,  Ina  Stew- 
art and  Alice  Armand  will  be  in  the  flying 
delegation  of  Hollywood  beauties  who  ar- 
rive here  on  Sunday  in  connection  with 
exploitation  of  the  film  “Tail  Spin”  . . . 
The  cuties  and  two  famous  women  fliers 
— Betty  Gillies  and  Cecile  “Teddy”  Ken- 
yon— will  be  feted  at  a dinner  at  the  War- 
v/ick  Hotel.  They  will  later  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  airplane  of  the  late 
Amelia  Earhart  at  the  Franklin  Institute. 

The  first  formal  dinner  dance  of  the 
season  will  be  held  by  the  Variety  Club  at 
the  Bellevue- Stratford  Hotel  on  Saturday, 
February  11.  Each  member  will  be  allowed 
to  bring  a guest  . . . The  Women’s  Auxil- 
iary of  Variety  raised  more  than  $1,000  at 
their  benefit  last  Sunday  at  Fay’s  Theatre. 


Shapiro  Rounds  Out  First 
Week  as  SI  Bally  Chief 

Hollywood — Victor  M.  Shapiro  is  round- 
ing out  his  first  week  as  director  of  pub- 
licity for  Selznick  International  where  he 
succeeds  Russell  J.  Birdwell,  recently  re- 
signed to  enter  the  public  relations  field. 

Shapiro  is  an  old  hand  at  studio  pub- 
licity and  exploitation.  For  some  time 
and  dm'ing  the  Winfield  Sheehan  regime 
at  Fox,  he  was  director  of  publicity  at  the 
studio.  Prior  experience  includes  an  iden- 
tical post  in  New  York  headquarters  as 
Glendon  Allvine,  eastern  chief,  transferred 
west  on  an  exchange  basis.  Shapiro  was 
also  director  of  publicity,  advertising  and 
exploitation  for  United  Artists  and,  at  var- 
ious times,  handled  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Ma- 
jor Productions  and  Pathe  when  Harold 
Lloyd  was  the  mainstay  of  the  latter  com- 
pany’s program. 


Rogers  Brings  Majors' 

Bids  to  Laughton 

New  York — Proposals  made  by  various 
major  distributors  for  a new  Charles 
Laughton  production  will  be  submitted  to 
John  Maxwell,  Erich  Pommer  and  Laugh- 
ton in  London  by  Budd  Rogers,  American 
general  manager  of  the  company  on  his 
arrival  abroad  on  the  Aquitania  Friday. 

The  picture  is  “Jamaica  Inn”  which 
boasts  J.  B.  Priestly,  Hugh  Walpole  and 
Clemence  Dane  as  script  writers  and  Al- 
fred Hitchcock  as  director. 
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Minoritij  Suit  Now 
Faces  Paramount 

New  York  — Paramount,  its  directors 
and  executives,  past  and  present,  former 
trustees  and  receivers,  are  the  target  in 
a minority  stockholders’  action  started 
by  Frank  Jablow  and  Sam  Acker,  each 
holders  of  300  shares  of  common  in  the 
names  of  brokerage  houses.  Through  at- 
torneys, Pollock  & Nemerov,  who  appeared 
in  the  Loew  minority  stockholders’  suit 
representing  Pearl  Ginsberg,  a minority 
shareholder,  the  plaintiffs  charge  the  ap- 
pointment of  “inexperienced  and  inef- 
ficient individuals”  by  John  E.  Otterson  in 
1935  and  Barney  Balaban  in  1936  caused 
the  company  damages  “in  excess  of 
$25,000,000.” 

From  sources  close  to  Emil  K.  Ellis,  who 
prosecuted  the  Loew  stockholders’  suit  for 
minority  groups,  it  is  learned  he  had  been 
approached  to  become  a party  to  the 
Paramount  action  and  flatly  refused.  Re- 
ports were  current  at  the  time  the  Loew 
hearings  ended  before  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Valente  that  a minority  stockhold- 
ers’ action  was  being  planned  against 
Paramount  which  would  also  attack  the 
reorganization. 

The  suit  attacks  the  reorganization. 
When  the  reports  of  a possible  suit  reached 
Boxoffice,  Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of 
the  Paramount  executive  committee,  was 
immediately  contacted  for  a statement.  In 
effect,  Griffis  then  told  Boxoffice  he 
would  welcome  the  suit.  “If  there  is  an 
action  against  Paramount,  that  action 
will  more  precisely  be  against  the  courts 
because  the  courts  approved  Paramount’s 


^HE  Little  Hippodrome,  Niagara  Falls, 

N.  Y.,  operated  by  Mrs.  M.  Russo,  is 
undergoing  extensive  alterations  and  re- 
newals, including  carpets,  seats  and  pro- 
jection equipment.  It  looms  as  a $6,000 
job. 

Illness  has  taken  several  exhibitors  from 
their  accustomed  haunts.  George  Rosing 
of  the  Roosevelt  was  felled  for  several 
days  by  the  grippe  and  Albert  Francis  of 
the  Liberty  went  to  a Rochester  hospital 
for  a minor  operation. 

Ken  Blakeley  of  the  Grand,  Westerfield, 
N.  Y.,  has  installed  a new  stage  setting 
. . . The  Martina  Brothers  will  have  their 
new  Mount  Morris  house  ready  for  open- 
ing in  about  a month.  A 600-seater  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Family,  it  will  replace  also 
the  350-seat  Palace,  now  operated  by  the 
Martinas. 

George  Hanny  jr.,  of  the  Capitol,  and 
Mrs.  Hanny  have  joined  the  Buffalo  ex- 
hibitors’ colony  in  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  . . . 
A score  or  more  of  Buffalo  film  and  the- 
atremen  attended  the  post-nuptial  din- 
ner given  in  Syracuse  this  week  by  friends 
of  Al  Gilbert  of  the  Riviera  and  Samuel 
Weltman,  theatre  accessories  distributor, 
who  took  brides  unto  themselves  before 
the  boys  could  arrange  a get-together. 


reorganization.” 

Eleven  causes  of  action  are  cited  in  the 
Paramount  action,  dating  as  far  back  as 
1926.  The  settlement  of  the  Erpi  claim 
for  non-payment  on  royalties  and  the  new 
license  agreement  with  the  electric 
company  are  attacked.  The  former  trus- 
tees are  criticized  for  alleged  mismanage- 
ment. Employment  contracts,  stock  op- 
tions and  “other  contracts”  are  asked  to 
be  nullified  and  canceled. 

From  sources  within  Paramount,  it  is 
said  that  the  only  executive  employment 
contract  known  of  was  that  of  Adolph 
Zukor’s,  which  expired  some  time  ago. 
The  only  other  pacts  in  existence  are  with 
artists  and  directors,  it  is  stated.  There 
is  no  knowledge  of  anyone  holding  stock 
options  in  the  company. 

Attorneys  for  Paramount  are  not  ac- 
cepting service  for  individuals.  It  is  held 
by  spokesmen  in  the  company  that  at  no 
time  has  any  stockholder  or  attorney  been 
around  the  home  office  to  inspect  the 
books  or  check  the  records.  In  1933,  the 
complaint  states,  “Erpi  was  indebted  to 
Paramount  for  $20,000,000.”  Answers  are 
due  in  supreme  court,  Febmary  20. 

Among  defendants  listed  are  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount  Theatres  Service 
Corp.,  AT&T,  Western  Electric,  Neil  F. 
Agnew,  Barney  Balaban,  Gerald  Brooks, 
Stephen  Callaghan,  Robert  T.  Cassatt, 
Harold  A.  Fortington,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Harvey  D.  Gibson,  A.  Conger  Goodyear, 
W.  S.  Gray  jr.,  Stanton  Griffis,  Duncan 
G.  Harris,  John  D.  Hertz,  Charles  D.  Hil- 
les,  Percy  A.  Johnston,  Austin  C.  Keough, 
Eugene  W.  Leake,  Stephen  A.  Lynch,  Henry 
R.  Luce,  Harold  O.  King,  Earl  McClin- 
tock,  Charles  A.  McCulloch,  Maurice  New- 
ton, John  E.  Otterson,  Floyd  B.  Odium, 
E.  V.  Richards,  Charles  E.  Richardson, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Frank  A.  Vanderlip, 
Edwin  Weisl,  Adolph  Zukor. 


A.  Tishkoff,  father  of  the  Rochester 
brothers-exhibitors,  William  and  Harry,  is 
dead  after  a short  illness  . . . John  E. 
Carr,  manager  of  Shea’s  Hippodrome,  is 
confined  to  his  home  by  a severe  cold. 

Barney  Ross,  long  senior  booker  in  the 
M-G-M  exchange  here,  has  been  promoted 
to  be  office  manager  in  Charlotte,  N.  C., 
southernmost  office  m the  territory  over 
which  his  former  boss,  Edward  K.  “Ted” 
O’Shea,  rules  as  district  manager.  The 
promotion  means  the  advancement  of  Vel- 
mar  Klaiber  to  the  top  job.  Myron  Gross 
has  come  here  from  New  York  as  assistant. 

That  vicious  gale-driven  snowstorm 
which  hit  the  Buffalo  territory  early  in 
the  week  played  hob  with  theatre  grosses. 
Major  houses  reported  business  down  more 
than  50  per  cent  in  the  afternoon,  but 
conditions  improved  considerably  in  the 
evening,  though  still  much  below  normal. 
All-night  work  by  huge  cleanup  crews 
helped  facilitate  traffic  so  that  conditions 
for  traffic  were  much  better  the  next  day. 
Outlying  districts,  however,  needed  48 
more  hours  to  get  back  to  normalcy. 
Towns  outside  Buffalo,  notably  Batavia, 
East  Aurora,  Lockport,  and  Niagara  Falls, 
also  had  heavy  snowfalls  and  huge  drifts. 


J^ICHMOND  wiU  be  well  represented  at 
the  mid-winter  convention  of  the 
MPTO  of  Virginia  in  Washington,  Mon- 
day. Among  those  going  up  are:  Allen 
Sparrow,  Frank  O’Brien,  Morton  G.  Thal- 
himer,  Sam  Benheim  jr.,  Harold  Wood, 
Ivan  Rosenbaum,  David  Kamsky,  Robert 
Coulter,  Virginia  Snead,  Dorothy  Shew- 
bridge,  Muriel  Stevenson,  Sam  Gordon, 
Allen  Brown,  Bill  Ballenger,  Alex  Ravdin, 
Garrett  Leahey,  Pete  Lichtman,  Stewart 
Tucker  . . . The  Lichtman  Theatres  are 
sponsoring  a “Swing  Time”  program  on 
WMBG  on  Saturday  nights  at  10:30,  also 
spot  announcements  on  WRTD  . . . Visi- 
tors seen  around  town  last  week  included: 
Graham  Barbee,  Herman  Rubin,  Sam 
Wheeler,  Joe  Kaliski,  Harley  Davidson, 
Ben  Caplon,  Jack  Goldbury,  Paul  Baron, 
Fred  Rohrs,  Carlton  Duffus  and  Douglas 
Corrigan. 

Neighborhood  Theatres  has  leased  pro- 
perty on  Globe  Road  adjoining  Bucking- 
ham, Arlington,  from  the  Globe  Parking 
Stores,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.  C.  . . . Earl 
Adkins  has  taken  over  the  operation  of 
the  theatre  in  Clintwood  from  M.  K.  Mur- 
phy . . . William  S.  Wilder,  theatre  owner 
of  Norfolk,  is  yachting  in  Southern 
waters  during  the  cold  spell  . . . Bob  Le- 
vine’s new  theatre  in  Portsmouth  is  al- 
most ready. 

Mrs.  Chris  Geoghegan,  wife  of  the  owner 
of  the  theatre  in  South  Hill,  is  visiting  in 
Florida  . . . Sam  Craver  has  opened  his 
new  theatre  in  Wytheville  . . . Leo  Green- 
wood has  returned  to  manage  the  War- 
wick in  Newport  News  . . . Jay  Kimmell 
returning  to  manage  the  Gates  in  Ports- 
mouth . . . Prank  Wolf,  district  manager 
of  the  Alexander  Film  Co.,  has  appointed 
O.  J.  Hill  to  handle  eastern  Virginia  ter- 
ritory . . . The  tenth  annual  theatrical 
ball,  sponsored  by  lATSE,  local  87,  will  be 
held  at  Tantilla  Garden  on  Monday, 
February  20  . . . The  State  Corp  Commis- 
sion has  issued  a certificate  of  authority 
to  the  Ross  Federal  Service,  Inc.,  a 
Delaware  corporation. 

Wilrner  and  Vincent’s  National  has 
changed  its  policy  to  split  week,  with  stage 
shows  on  the  last  four  days,  and  second- 
run  pictures  the  first  three  days  . . . Grace 
Ward,  cashier  of  the  Westhampton,  an- 
nounced her  engagement  to  William  Hause, 
last  week.  Ban  Eddington,  owner  of  the 
Columbia  Poster  Printing  Co.,  also  an- 
nounced that  he  would  marry  Miss  Mar- 
garet Moody  on  February  14,  honeymoon- 
ing in  New  York  City  . . . Charlie  Yerby 
and  his  wife  visited  relatives  in  Norfolk. 
Charlie  is  assistant  manager  of  Loew’s 
...  A daughter,  Dorothea  Gwynn,  was  bom 
to  Mrs.  Allen  Brown  at  Stuart  Circle  Hos- 
pital. Allen  is  manager  of  the  Brookland 
Theatre  . . . William  Attmore,  RCA  engi- 
neer, who  recently  bought  a plane,  is  now 
servicing  out-of-town  accounts  by  air. 


Robert  J.  Madry 

Richmond,  Va. — Robert  J.  Madry,  for  40 
years  owner  of  the  Dixie  Theatre  at  Scot- 
land Neck,  N.  C.,  died  at  his  home  last 
week,  following  a lingering  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  Sunday  at  Scot- 
land Neck.  He  is  .survived  by  his  wife,  a 
daughter,  five  sons,  two  sisters  and  a 
brother. 
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REVIEW  FLASHES 


Superior  May  Drop  Suit 
Against  Principal 

New  York — Unless  attorneys  for  Supe- 
rior Talking  Pictures  and  Stage  and  Screen 
Productions  reverse  their  present  attitude, 
there  seems  to  be  a willingness  to  drop 
the  litigation  against  Principal  Film  Ex- 
change. 

The  appellate  division,  in  reversing  an 
order  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  set  Janu- 
ary 30  for  a new  trial.  When  the  case 
was  called  counsel  for  Superior,  et  al, 
failed  to  notice  it  for  trial,  declaring  his 
client  was  unprepared. 


^^ILMINGTON,  which  in  past  years  has 
been  only  lukewarm  towards  vaude- 
ville, now  boasts  two  stage  houses,  War- 
ner Bros.,  having  converted  the  Aldine 
Theatre,  first-run  downtown  spot  over  for 
stage  shows.  “Adrienne,”  the  internation- 
ally famous  psychic  mental  marvel,  fea- 
tured the  opening  show.  The  company’s 
Queen  Theatre  is  the  only  other  vaudeville 
house  in  the  city.  Lewis  S.  Black,  mana- 
ger of  the  Aldine,  soon  will  take  over  his 
duties  as  pilot  of  the  new  $660,000  War- 
ner Theatre  which  opens  February  8. 

Local  theatremen  are  showing  little,  if 
any,  interest  in  the  proposed  bill  before 
the  state  legislature  at  Dover,  legalizing 
Sunday  film  after  2 o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon. Opposition  to  the  measure  is  grow- 
ing steadily.  Harmony  Grange  having 
joined  numerous  religious  and  other  or- 
ganizations throughout  the  state  in  pro- 
test against  the  bill.  The  Wilmington 
Council  of  Churches  also  is  against  the 
bill  introduced  recently  in  the  house  by 
Rep.  Henry  Canby. 

Manager  Benjamin  Shindler’s  Ace  The- 
atre was  the  only  local  picture  house  co- 
operating with  several  other  businessmen 
in  the  city  toward  sponsoring  a full-page 
ad  in  the  Journal  every  evening,  entitled 
“Fight  Infantile  Paralysis”  and  urging  citi- 
zens to  attend  the  President’s  birthday 
ball  in  the  Hotel  DuPont  ...  A.  Joseph 
DeFiore,  manager  of  the  Park  Theatre  and 
president  of  the  Independent  MPTOA  of 
Delaware  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land, returned  from  a two-week  vacation 
in  Florida  . . . W.  R.  McClintock,  former 
assistant  manager  to  Sidney  Munter  at 
the  WB  Arcadia,  was  transferred  to  a 
similar  post  with  Manager  Wallace  Hard- 
ing at  the  WB  Grand. 

Edgar  J.  Doob,  manager  of  Loew’s,  suf- 
fered a bruised  leg  during  a recent  skiing 
party  at  Reading,  Pa.,  with  Mrs.  Doob 
and  Assistant  Manager  Boyd  T.  Sparrow. 
They  were  visiting  Manager  George  Peters 
of  Loew’s  at  Reading  . . . Parke  Weaver 
is  managing  Ben  Shindler’s  Ace  Theatre 
during  the  Shindlers’  winter  vaeationing 
in  the  south  with  Frank  Mack  as  the  as- 
sistant pilot  . . . Burglars  made  an  un- 
successful attempt  to  break  into  the  WB 
Grand  Theatre,  breaking  only  a door 
handle  . . . George  Schwartz,  owner  of 
the  Temple  and  Capitol  theatres  at  Dover, 
Del.,  was  elected  president  of  the  newly- 
organized  Jewish  Community  Center  of 
Lower  Delaware. 


CONVICT'S  CODE  (Mono) — Just  average 
programmer,  equipped  to  qualify  for  sub- 
sequent runs  and  neighborhood  trade.  The 
story  concerns  efforts  of  a paroled  convict 
to  prove  his  innocence.  Robert  Kent  and 
Anne  Nagel  featured.  E.  B.  Derr  produced; 
Lambert  Hillyer  directed. 

FORGED  PASSPORT  (Rep)  — Plenty  of 
standardized  action  for  juvenile  and  bang- 
bang  trade  in  this  two-fisted  story  of 
smugglers  and  border  immigration  service 
members.  Paul  Kelly  and  Lyle  Talbot  top 
the  cast  with  splendid  performances.  John 
H.  Auer  produced  and  directed. 

HOME  ON  THE  PRAIRIE  (Rep)— Standard 
Gene  Autry  musical  western.  Story  has 
Autry  as  cattle  inspector  confronted  with 
the  hoof-and-mouth  disease  in  his  district. 
The  guilty  ranchers  shielding  the  sick  cat- 
tle are  apprehended  with  an  elephant 
figuring  no  little  in  the  climax.  Photog- 
raphy is  high  grade.  Harry  Grey  produced; 
Jack  Townley  directed. 

HOMICIDE  BUREAU  (Col)— Puerile  melo- 
drama in  which  scrap  iron  junk  for  for- 
eign munitions  forms  the  basis  for  the  plot. 
Story  is  unconvincing  with  Bruce  Cabot 
acting  as  tough  dick  albeit  wearing  col- 
lege cut  clothes.  And  Rita  Hayworth's 
charms  are  unnecessarily  subdued  in  role 
calling  for  a laboratory  assistant  who  wears 
a smock  during  entire  proceedings.  C.  C. 
Coleman  jr.'s  direction  is  routine. 

MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER  (UA)— A thorough- 
ly human,  down-to-earth  comedy  drama, 
superlatively  line  in  every  production  de 
tail,  this  cannot  miss  a spot  among  the 
season's  smash  hits.  Incorporating  every 
proved  element  of  best  showmanship,  the 
picture  has  a wide  appeal  for  every  en- 
tertainment taste.  Carole  Lombard  tops  a 
sterling  cast  and  registers  the  best  per- 
formance of  her  career.  David  O.  Selznick 
produced;  John  Cromwell  directed. 


British  Production  Drop 
Worries  Trade  Abroad 

New  York — The  decline  in  British  pro- 
duction and  the  unemployment  among 
British  studio  workers  are  worrying  film 
interests  there,  reports  Sam  Eckman, 
Loew’s  managing  director  in  England.  He 
states  the  quota  act  is  receiving  the  blame. 

Eckman,  who  arrived  on  the  French 
liner  Normandie,  points  out  that  while  in 
1937  some  125  pictures  were  produced 
voluntarily  by  British  companies,  aside 
from  the  quota,  not  more  than  30  were 
produced  in  1938. 


Rierra  Killed  in  Spain 

New  York — F.  Rierra,  a member  of  the 
Warner  office  staff  in  Barcelona,  was  killed 
and  the  manager,  J.  Piferrer,  wounded 
in  the  recent  bombings,  according  to  word 
reaching  the  home  office  from  the  now 
Rebel  territory. 


MAN  WITH  THE  GUN,  THE  (Amkino)— A pur- 
ported true  story  told  by  Vladimir  Ilyich 
Lenin,  who  overheard  it  while  traveling 
across  Finland.  Impersonations  of  Lenin 
and  Stalin  are  extremely  good,  but  the 
picture  as  a whole  lacks  fire  and  sub- 
stance. Directed  by  Sergei  Yutkevich. 

SECRET  SERVICE  OF  THE  AIR  (WB)— This 
new  action  series  gets  a rousing  sendoff 
in  a tightly-knit  thriller,  based  on  federal 
roundup  of  an  alien  smuggler  on  the  Mexi- 
can border.  Augurs  well  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  wide  following.  Ronald  Regan 
is  excellent  in  the  lead.  Bryan  Foy  pro- 
duced; Noel  Smith  directed. 

STAGECOACH  (UA) — Super  western,  spec- 
tacular for  its  production  scope.  Majestic 
scenic  backgrounds,  thrilling  chases  and 
superior  photography,  it  will  find  its  best 
market  among  action  addicts.  Natural 
lustre  is  dimmed  through  faltering  story 
and  interpolation  of  extraneous  situations. 
Walter  Wanger  produced;  John  Ford  di- 
rected. 

THREE  MUSKETEERS  (20th-Fox)— Gay  musi- 
cal comedy  version  of  Alexander  Dumas' 
swashbuckling  adventures  of  D'Artagnan, 
in  the  person  of  Don  Ameche,  and  ably 
assisted  by  the  Ritz  Brothers,  who  con- 
tribute their  best  bit  in  the  minstrel  num- 
ber. Gloria  Stuart  and  Binnie  Barnes,  as 
the  queen  and  lady  in  waiting,  respective- 
ly, share  top  honors.  One  tune  sung  by 
Ameche  is  very  catchy.  Raymond  Grif- 
fith, associate  producer;  Allan  Dwon  di- 
rector. 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (WB)— For 
adults  only,  and  as  daringly  gay  a story 
as  ever  slipped  by  the  purity  code.  Bril- 
liantly enacted,  packed  with  sophisticated 
dialogue  and  situations  that  border  on 
risque,  it  is  Grade  A entertainment,  but 
for  the  carriage  trade  only.  Patricia  Lone 
and  Jeffery  Lynn  co-star.  Benjamin  Glazer 
produced;  William  Keighley  directed. 


Union  Drive  in  Troy  for 
All  Theatre  Employes 

Troy,  N.  Y. — A drive  to  organize  all 
local  theatres  and  those  of  Cohoes  and 
adjacent  communities  will  be  launched  soon 
by  the  Theatrical  Employes  Union  here, 
it  was  decided  at  a meeting  of  the  local. 

Clarence  W.  Quinn  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent. Serving  with  him  are  John  Gordon, 
vice-president;  David  B.  Conway,  finan- 
cial secretary;  Miss  Peggy  E.  Van  Za- 
bella,  secrtary;  Miss  Shirley  Alber,  treas- 
urer, and  William  Martin,  sergeant-at- 
arms. 


Joe  Rapf  Dies 

New  York  — Arthur  M.  Rapf  of  the 
Rapf,  Rudin  & Lederer  circuit  and  brother 
of  Harry,  M-G-M  producer,  is  mourning 
the  loss  of  a second  brother,  Joe,  53,  who 
passed  away  over  the  weekend  at  Mari- 
etta Springs,  Cal.  The  deceased  formerly 
was  wardrobe  manager  at  M-G-M  studios. 


COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above  pictures  will  appear  in  an 
early  issue  of  BOXOFFICE. 
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Power  Off  Air  After 
Ruling  by  Zanuck 

Hollywood — Declaring  it  to  have  been 
initiated  as  a result  of  protests,  as  well  as 
advice,  of  exhibitors  against  the  “exces- 
sive” appearances  of  film  stars  on  current 
radio  programs,  Darryl  Zanuck  has  with- 
drawn Tyrone  Power  from  further  broad- 
casts. In  an  agreement  with  Power’s 
sponsors,  the  20th  Century-Fox  star  ter- 
minated his  program  February  5. 

“We  have  no  quarrel  with  radio,” 
Zanuck  declared,  “but  there  is  great  valid- 
ity in  the  insistence  of  theatre  operators 
throughout  the  country  who  contend  that 
they  are  being  severely  injured  because 
the  air  lanes  are  so  crowded  these  days 
with  screen  personalities.  Not  only  the 
theatres  but  the  stars  themselves  are  en- 
dangered, because  it  is  so  difficult  to  get 
adequate  material  for  these  air  programs, 
especially  when  they  must  present  some- 
thing new  every  week.” 

Zanuck  asserted  film  companies  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  and  months  of  time 
for  the  single  appearance  on  the  screen 
of  any  one  of  their  stars. 

"By  its  very  nature,  radio  cannot  exer- 
cise such  care  for  the  protection  of  a 
player,”  he  added. 

He  observed  that,  although  screen  and 
radio  can  continue  to  help  each  other 
when  they  cooperate  for  “mutual  benefit,” 
the  present  situation  is  such  that  unless 
“stern  measures”  are  taken  “both  must 
suffer.” 


Artie  Shaw  to  Swing  It 
At  Warner  Club  Ball 

New  York — Artie  Shaw  and  his  band 
will  swing  it  for  the  Warner  Club  mem- 
bers who  will  gather  at  the  Waldorf,  March 
11,  for  the  10th  annual  ball  and  banquet. 

The  committee  in  charge  comprises  John 
Holmes,  president:  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  Max 
Blackman,  Harry  Mayer,  Harold  Rodner, 
T.  J.  Martin,  R.  W,  Budd,  S.  S.  Schneider, 
Jules  Levey,  F.  L.  Gates,  Stuart  Aarons, 
Paul  Lazarus  jr.,  Irving  Birnbaum  and 
Ann  Martin. 

"Back  to  Devil's  Island" 
Adaptation  Speeded 

New  York — National  Pictures  are  rush- 
ing the  American  adaptation  of  the 
French  production  “Back  to  Devil’s  Island,” 
for  immediate  release.  The  film  stars 
Pierre  Fresnay  and  Jean-Pierre  Aumont. 

E.  M.  Fadiman,  National  Pictures  presi- 
dent, predicts  heightened  American  inter- 
est in  the  film  due  to  recent  radio  and 
newspaper  breaks  on  the  revival  of  the 
Guiana  penal  colonies  by  the  French  gov- 
ernment. The  film  was  made  by  the 
French  on  their  own  convict  settlement. 


"Stooges"  Feature  Soon 

New  York — Jerry  Howard,  Larry  Fme 
and  Moe  Howard,  the  “Three  Stooges,”  will 
appear  in  a feature  for  Columbia  early  in 
spring,  according  to  Jules  White,  short 
subject  producer. 


A IIL  IIBI  AMY 

J^UTH  FARBER,  secretary  to  Charles  A. 

Smakwitz,  assistant  zone  manager  for 
Warner  Bros.,  was  married  to  Edward  Mil- 
berg  at  a ceremony  in  Sons  of  Israel 
Synagogue,  with  Bernard  H.  Mills,  Al- 
bany manager  for  Republic,  and  Mrs.  Mills 
as  attendants.  Bridegroom’s  brother,  Sam- 
uel, is  a Republic  salesman,  and  his  sis- 
ter, Gloria,  a Republic  office  worker. 
Couple  will  live  here  . . . Irving  Viner, 
new  manager  of  Proctor’s  in  Troy,  is  a 
war  veteran,  like  his  predecessor,  Harry 
Black.  Viner  holds  a distinguished  Ser- 
vice Cross  for  bravery  with  the  famous 
Lost  Battalion. 

A picture  showing  the  after  care  given 
to  child  victims  of  infantile  paralysis  in 
Albany  County  has  been  screened  at  the- 
atres as  part  of  the  local  March  of  Dimes 
drive.  Charley  Smakwitz,  Warner  Bros, 
executive  directing  the  theatre  end  of 
campaign,  arranged  the  film  dates.  The 
feature  was  made  with  the  assistance  of 
Geiieral  Electric  Co.  in  Schenectady  and 
the  voice  work  done  by  Jim  Healey,  WGY 
commentator  . . . Managers  of  first-run 
houses  like  the  new  setup  of  reviews  by 
C.  R.  (Tip>  Rosenberry,  Knickerbocker 
News  Critic,  which  places  the  navies  of  the 
theatre,  picture,  producing  company,  di- 
rector and  cast  at  the  top  in  contrasting 
type. 


Friends  in  Testimonial 
To  Fabian  Executive 

Albany — More  than  150  film  men,  of- 
ficials and  residents  of  Troy  and  Albany 
attended  a farewell  dinner  given  here  for 
Harry  G.  Black,  whom  Si  Fabian  has  pro- 
moted from  the  management  of  Proctor’s 
in  Troy  to  supervisor  of  the  eight  houses 
Fabian  recently  added  on  Staten  Island. 
Speakers  extolling  Black  included  Mayor 
Frank  J.  Hogan,  assistant  corporation 
counsel,  John  P.  Judge  and  Commissioner 
of  Public  Safety  Walter  D.  McKenna  of 
Troy.  Sam  Rosen  and  Sidney  Deneau 
represented  the  Fabian  chain. 

The  film  colony’s  gift  to  Black  was  a 
wrist  watch.  Arthur  J.  Newman,  Albany 
manager  of  Grand  National,  was  dinner 
committee  chairman,  assisted  by  Bernard 
G.  Kranze,  RKO  district  manager.  Ralph 
Pielow,  M-G-M  manager,  toastmastered. 


Christmas  Premiere  for 
Fleischer  Cartoon 

New  York — There  are  only  321  days  left 
to  Christmas  and  the  world  premiere  of 
Max  Fleischer’s  first  full-length  Techni- 
color cartoon  feature,  “Gulliver’s  Travels,” 
will  take  place  in  Miami  where  the 
Fleischer  studios  are  also  located. 


"Gunga  Din"  Attraction 
At  New  Manila  House 

Manila — “Gunga  Din”  was  the  premiere 
attraction  of  the  new  Avenue  Theatre 
which  cost  a million  pesos.  The  opening 
of  the  house  was  delayed  until  the  RKO 
print  arrived.  Top  admission  was  three 
pesos,  fifty. 


Wilcox  Is  Whipping 
Flu;  Coast  Soon 

New  York  — Herbert  Wilcox,  British 
producer,  plans  to  make  his  postponed  trip 
to  the  coast  in  a few  days  where  he  will 
confer  with  RKO  executives,  George 
Schaefer,  Ned  E.  Depinet  and  Pandro  S. 
Berman. 

Wilcox,  who  arrived  on  the  French 
liner,  Normandie,  was  confined  to  his 
stateroom  during  the  entire  voyage  with 
flu.  He  was  met  by  S.  Barret  McCormick, 
in  charge  of  RKO  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, who  rushed  him  to  the  Ritz-Carlton 
where  a nurse  was  put  in  attendance. 

Interviewed  in  his  stateroom,  Wilcox 
told  Boxoffice  he  will  start  production  on 
his  first  picture  under  the  new  RKO  deal 
at  the  Denham  studios  in  April.  The  fea- 
ture is  to^  be  based  on  the  life  of  Lord 
Kitchener,  with  the  tentative  title  of 
“Kitchener  of  Khartoum.” 

In  Hollywood,  he  will  complete  arrange- 
ments for  the  services  of  an  English  actor 
for  the  title  role  and  also  discuss  the 
preparations  for  Anna  Neagle’s  first 
American  film  under  the  new  producing 
arrangement. 

Others  on  board  included  A.  C.  Berman, 
who  formerly  handled  the  now  discon- 
tinued Selznick  International  office  in 
London.  He  leaves  for  the  coast  in  about 
a week  to  deliver  his  report  to  John  Hay 
Whitney  and  David  O.  Selznick.  Also  Jan 
Kiepura  and  Marta  Eggerth,  here  for  con- 
cert engagements,  and  Madeleine  Carroll. 


National  Anthem  Reel 
Available  at  Cost 

New  York — Complimentary  reaction 
that  has  greeted  the  showing  of  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner,”  112-foot  short  featur- 
ing the  national  anthem,  in  over  400  War- 
ner theatres  has  caused  the  company  to 
service  outside  exhibitors  with  the  sub- 
ject at  cost. 

About  100  requests  for  the  reel  have  been 
received  at  the  home  office.  Printing  is 
being  done  at  the  Vitaphone  plant  in 
Brooklyn.  National  Screen  Service  is  also 
marketing  three  patriotic  reels,  each  run- 
ning under  two  minutes,  titled  “The  Star- 
Spangled  Banner,”  “The  Constitution”  and 
“The  Bill  of  Rights.” 

Warner  is  also  in  receipt  of  volumes  of 
correspondence  from  newspaper  publishers, 
civic,  patriotic,  service  and  women’s  clubs 
lauding  the  circuit  for  inaugurating  the 
policy.  Others  from  service  organiza- 
tions, particularly,  say  they  are  urging  all 
theatres  within  their  jurisdiction  to  play 
the  subject. 

In  more  than  a few  instances  patrons 
refused  to  stand  while  the  national  anthem 
was  being  run  off.  Managers  report  that 
where  this  happened  local  newspapers  took 
it  upon  themselves  to  publish  editoria’s 
merely  pointing  out  proper  etiquette  to- 
ward the  flag  and  that  this  has  had  the 
desired  effect. 
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Every  section  of  the  nation  is  represented  among 
the  theatres  listed  below,  whose  alert  proprietors 
ordered  the  revolutionary 


AMERICAN 


LUX 


FOX 


FOUR  STAR  . . . Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

BROADWAY  . . . Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. 
ILLINOIS  . . . Jacksonville,  Illinois 

GRAND  . . . Crookston,  Minnesota 
Perham,  Minnesota 
RIALTO  . . . Atlanta,  Georgia 
Sterling,  Colorado 
BATES  , . . Attleboro,  Massachusetts 
LaREINA  . . . Van  Nuys,  California 

CENTER  . . . Cadillac,  Michigan 
AVENUE  . . . DuBois,  Pennsylvania 

NEWSREEL  . . . New  York,  N.  Y. 

PLAZA  . . . Dyersville,  Iowa 

STATE  . . . Quincy,  Illinois 
SENATE  . . . Detroit,  Michigan 

HINES  . . . Portland,  Indiana 
VALENTINE  . . . Defiance,  Ohio 

MADISON  . . . Cincinnati,  Ohi^^^--^^" 
FOREST  . }.  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

HOLLYWOOD  . . . Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
MACK  . . . Chester,  Pennsylvania 


norm 


\ 


Restful  I Chairs 


in  10  weeks  after  its 
first  showing 


ROXY  ...  Fargo,  North  Dakota 


STRAND  . . . Shelbyville,  Indiana 
PARK  . . . Indianopolts,  Indiana 

ALHAMBRA  . . . Shelbyville,  Indiana 

I 

MUNRO  . . . Rolla,  North  Dakota 

MADISON  . . . Memphis,  Tennessee 
MARSHALL  . . , Marshall,  Michigan 

MAIN  STREET  . . . Sauk  Center,  Minn. 
JULIAR,  Baraboo,  Wisconsin 

NILE  . . . Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania 
LIBERTY  . . . Lincoln,  Nebraska 

BLAKERS  . . . Wildwood,  New  Jersey 
COLONY  . . . Portsmouth,  Virginia 

MERALTA  . . . Los  Angeles,  California 
STATE  . . . Endicott,  New  York 

"^STONEHURST  . . . Upper  Darby,  Pa. 


GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICHIGAN 

Pioneers  and  pacemakers  in  theatre,  auditorium,  school,  church, 
stadium  and  transportation  seating 
Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  Cities 
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Build  It  Modern  or  Back 
Out  Now 

A letter  received  from  a well-meaning,  but  unin- 
formed, exhibitor  quite  recently  impels  us  to  sound  a 
warning  to  other  readers  who  may  have  similar  in- 
clinations to  build  or  remodel  theatres  too  cheaply. 

"How"  cheaply  can  I build  a modern  theatre  to  seat 
about  450  in  my  town,  the  population  of  which  is 
2,800,"  runs  the  letter  to  its  concluding  paragraph 
wherein  it  is  proposed  that  "perhaps  you  can  tell  me 
where  to  buy  what  1 will  need  in  the  way  of  low-cost 
building  materials  and  used  equipment." 

Our  uncompromising  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
moving  picture  business  prompted  us  to  restrain  this 
man  from  making  the  error  that  so  many  ill-advised 
owners  have  made. 

Pointing  out  politely  the  incongruity  of  his  proposal 
to  erect  "a  modern  theatre"  with  low-grade  materials 
and  cast-off  equipment,  we  urged  him  to  abandon  the 
idea  of  inflicting  another  eyesore  on  the  moving  pic- 
ture industry. 

To  the  idea  of  thrift  in  theatre  construction  and  out- 
fitting we  are  most  devoted.  We  defend  the  right  of 
a purchaser  to  demand  value  in  all  things.  But  foi 
cheapness  in  theatre  construction  and  outfitting,  we 
hove  only  distrust  and  disapproval. 

The  man  who  wants  to  build  and  equip  a modern 
theatre;  but  whose  present  means  are  limited  to  the 
cheapest  materials  available,  should  either  finance  his 
project  on  a higher  plane  or  abandon  the  project  com- 
pletely. 

Today  modern  materials,  functional  furnishings  and 
fine  mechanical  equipment  are  so 
plentiful  and  reasonable  in  price 
that  there  is  little  excuse  for  build- 
ing behind  the  times. 
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TWENTY-FIVE  years  in  one  locality, 
catering  to  the  entertainment  desires 
of  its  population  and  growing  with  it, 
is  a record  of  which  to  be  right  proud. 
Procter  and  Marsh,  of  Muskogee,  Okla- 
homa, are  veteran  showmen  with  such  a 
record.  They  can  tell  true  stories  of  the 
theatre  business  from  its  very  infancy  that 
are  almost  unbelievable  in  this  day  and 
age. 

Procter  and  Marsh  teamed  together  in 
show  business  as  manager  and  operator  of 
Muskogee  theatres  25  years  ago.  Their 
salaries  were  $18.00  a week  and  they  still 
have  and  cherish  the  first  cancelled  pay- 
checks  to  prove  it.  They  were  farsighted 
theatre  men,  however,  and  their  dreams 
of  the  future  were  indeed  prophetic. 

They  decided  early  that  House  Appeal 
was  important  to  the  success  of  all  their 
undertakings  and  they  made  it  a rule  of 
procedure.  Recently,  the  Ritz  Theatre  in 
Muskogee  came  under  their  close  scrutiny 
and  they  determined  to  make  it  the 
“dream  come  true”  of  all  their  properties. 
It  was  to  be  the  goal  toward  which  they 
had  worked  for  the  many  years. 

Knew  What  They  Wanted 
They  went  to  Architects  Corgan  and 
Moore,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  with  the  general 
objective  in  mind  and  expressed  them- 
selves as  follows  at  the  first  meeting: 

“We  want  the  Ritz  Theatre  made  over 
into  an  ultra-modern  show  house  so  that 


we  can  induce  our  customers  to  patronize 
the  theatre  without  a penny’s  worth  of 
advertising.  We  want  a boxoffice  so  nice 
that  people  will  push  past  each  other 
trying  to  buy  tickets;  rest  rooms  where 
one  can  hold  a reception  without  hesi- 
tancy; a ladies’  lounge  so  comfortable  that 
the  women  patrons  will  not  want  to  leave 
after  once  seated;  a way  to  control  the 
waiting  crowd  in  order  to  make  it  a plea- 
sure to  wait,  and  last  but  not  least,  we 
want  a theatre  as  a whole  that  is  the 
most  attractive  and  impressive  in  the  en- 
tire Southwest.” 

Well,  the  architects  thought  this  was 
really  going  to  be  a hard  nut  to  crack, 
considering  that  the  amount  of  money  to 
be  expended  was  limited.  However,  Proc- 
ter and  Marsh  had  stated  quite  clearly 
what  they  wanted  in  a show  house  and 
it  was  up  to  the  architects  to  try  to  give 
it  to  them.  In  order  to  do  this  it  was 
first  necessary  to  learn  something  of  the 
history  of  the  Ritz  Theatre  and  how 
much  Muskogee  patrons  expected  of  a 
theatre.  Thus,  a careful  survey  was  un- 
dertaken by  the  planners. 

The  architects  found  that  the  theatre 
was  built  in  1904  and  financed  through  the 


A iK)rtion  of  the  Kitz  auditorium  as  it  now 
appears  looking:  toward  standee  section  in 
rear.  Aluniiniim  Venetian  blinds  are  to  be 
noted  at  openings  in  standee  partition. 


A view  of  the  mezzanine  ceiling  as  one  looks 
up  from  the  lobby  below.  A striking  effect  is 
presented. 


advance  sale  of  one  thousand  ten-dollar 
tickets.  It  was  remodeled  in  1920  at  a 
cost  of  $150,000,  and  in  1925  was  pur- 
chased by  Proctor  and  Marsh,  of  Mus- 
kogee, and  Robb  and  Rowley,  of  Dallas. 
In  1928,  the  owners  had  the  theatre 
equipped  for  sound,  the  ninety-sixth  sound 
installation  in  the  United  States,  and 
then  again  in  1935,  $10,000  was  spent 
in  remodeling  the  house.  Thus  it  was 
readily  deduced  that  Muskogee  patrons 
had  always  had  up-to-date  provisions  for 
theatre  entertainment  and  undoubtedly 
they  would  expect  even  more  at  this  time. 

Running  True  to  Form 

With  this  premise  and  the  firm  in- 
structions of  their  clients  in  mind,  Corgan 
and  Moore  set  to  work  on  designing, 
planning  and  creating  a complete  meta- 
morphosis in  the  old  Ritz  Theatre.  The 
project  was  completed  recently  and  is  now 
open  for  business,  running  true  to  form 
in  the  complete  satisfaction  of  its  owners 
and  apparently  of  the  townspeople  as 
well. 

According  to  Procter  and  Marsh,  they 
wouldn’t  have  to  spend  a penny  for  ad- 
vertising, but  being  good  showmen  they 
do  appreciate  the  value  of  good  advertis- 
ing and  will  use  it,  of  course.  The  box- 
office  also  is  nice  enough  to  cause  pa- 
trons to  crowd  and  push,  but  it  is  not 
necessary  since  room  for  two  cashiers 
was  provided — and  they  are  now  kept  busy. 
The  rest  rooms  and  lounges  also  measure 
up  to  the  owners’  preliminary  qualifica- 
tions, and  crowds  are  handled  with  com- 
plete ease  and  naturalness.  In  the  own- 
ers’ own  words,  “It  slayed  ’em.”  But  they 
come  back  for  more. 

The  front  of  the  theatre,  modern,  ex- 
pansive and  impressive  to  the  eye,  is  of 
white  oriental  stucco  with  a trim  of  red 
and  yellow  porcelain  enamel.  The  mar- 
quee, which  conceals  flood  lights  trained 
on  the  facade,  is  of  red  porcelain  enamel 
with  outlining  strips  of  power  green  neon. 
A glass  block  panel  in  the  center  of  the 
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building  is  dramatized  by  animated  col- 
ored lighting. 

A large  name  sign  at  the  corner  of  the 
building  provides  a beacon  for  two  main 
approaches  to  the  theatre.  It  is  con- 
structed of  porcelain  enamel  in  yellow,  red 
and  three  shades  of  blue.  Its  letters  are 
formed  of  red  neon  in  a channel  with 
power  green  as  a background.  Indirectly 
lighted  built-in  display  cases  complete  the 
Ritz’s  point-of-sale  advertising  appeal. 

The  lobby,  spacious  and  inviting,  also 
contains  the  boxoffice.  Light  tan  and 
red  tile  forms  the  wainscot  of  the  box- 
office  and  red  gum  tops  the  completely 
glass  enclosed  upper  portion.  This  treat- 
ment is  also  used  on  the  four  pillars 
which  support  the  mezzanine.  The  floor 
is  of  block  tile  and  the  wainscot  of  grey 
marble.  Gleaming  doors  to  the  foyer  are 
of  modern  design  and  construction.  Guide 
rails  are  of  polished  aluminum  in  modern 
design. 

Modern  Geometric  Design 

The  mezzanine  floor  contains  two  rest 
rooms  and  a ladies’  lounge  which  are  most 
attractively  decorated  and  furnished.  The 
ceiling  of  this  portion  is  interestingly  con- 
structed of  a popular  decorative  material 
which  is  known  also  for  its  acoustic 
properties.  A modern  geometric  design  is 
formed  of  the  material  in  its  natural  state, 
which  when  lighted  by  the  modern  chande- 
liers is  indeed  effective. 

Comfort  and  simple  beauty  character- 
ize the  Ritz  auditorium.  It  is  large  and 
uncrowded,  with  cheerful  decoration  and 
subdued  lighting.  The  standee  rail  at  the 
back  is  unusual  and  attractive  in  design. 
It  is  constructed  of  wood  veneer  covered 
with  gold  drapery  material.  Oval  open- 
ings in  this  portion  are  enclosed  with 
aluminum  Venetian  blinds.  Draperies  in 
the  openings  are  of  red,  trimmed  in  gold, 
with  chrome  fittings. 

The  manager’s  office,  a neatly  furnished 
and  decorated  room,  is  situated  at  one 
side  of  the  lobby.  It  is  so  placed  that  the 
manager  can  watch  the  crowd,  the  cashiers 
and  the  door-man  at  all  times,  without 
neglecting  other  duties.  Blue  Venetian 
blinds  at  the  windows  insure  privacy. 


To  Sweeten  the  Patrons 
A imique  provision  in  the  Ritz  Theatre 
project  is  a confectionery  shop  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  theatre  and  lo- 
cated just  off  the  lobby.  It  is  designed 
and  decorated  in  the  same  modem  manner 
and  provides  an  extra  phase  of  patron- 
age appeal.  A long  counter  with  stools 
and  a series  of  booths  comprise  its  fit- 
tings. The  tables  and  chairs  are  of  the 
madern  chrome  type  with  leather  uphol- 
stery. Mirrors  and  leather-covered  veneer 

Lfft — Interior  view  of  the  remodeled  Ritz  lobby 
with  boxoffice  in  foreground.  Right — A confec- 
tionery bar  just  off  the  lobby  for  the  con- 
venience of  Ritz  patrons. 


panels  serve  to  enhance  the  shop  and 
block  tile  flooring  and  an  acousticized 
ceiling  complete  its  modern  efficiency. 

So  it  seems  that  Muskogee  theatre 
patrons,  who  have  always  been  used  to 
the  best  in  entertainment  provision  and 
who  have  supported  only  the  finest,  have 
again  won  the  best  and  most  modern  in 
theatre  properties.  The  Ritz  is  a strik- 
ing example  of  the  wide-awake  show- 
man’s magnificent  gesture  to  small-town 
theatre  patronage.  Procter  and  Marsh 
knew  what  it  takes,  and  their  architects 
knew  how  to  provide  it  through  ingenious 
planning  and  the  clever  adaptation  of 
modern  materials  throughout. 
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Cover  Illustration 


By  Ansel  M.  Moore 

Sound  equipment  restyling  is  latest  step  in 
the  direction  of  departmental  efficiency  in 
theatre  outfitting.  Newest  modernization 
motif  imparts  "studio  presence"  to  sound 
reception. 


TREAMLINED!  . . . What  a Wealth 
of  significance  that  marvelous  word 
holds  for  all  of  us.  Its  weight  of  in- 
fluence, increasing  steadily,  is  grossly  un- 
derestimated by  most  of  us  and  we’ll  ven- 
ture the  assertion  that  but  few  theatre 
owners  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ascer- 
tain its  important  application  to  the  busi- 
ness that  provides  their  daily  bread. 

During  the  past  several  weeks  we’ve 
been  digging  into  the  vitals  of  this  mod- 
ern trade  phrase  that  seems  to  have  sur- 
vived the  customary  short  and  turbulent 
life  of  a common  catch-word.  Today  it 
seems  to  be  an  institution  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  minds  of  all  men  and  women 
as  a word  that  means — Greater  Efficiency. 

The  basic  origin  of  the  word  “Stream- 
lined” is  probably  to  be  found  in  chemis- 
try. The  theory  of  stream  lines,  at  any 
rate,  is  a part  of  the  mathematical  science 
of  hydrokinetics — non-technically,  the 
steady  flow  of  liquids  or  gases.  Com- 
mercially, it  was  reborn  in  the  master 
mind  of  the  automotive  industry,  where 
it  was  used  so  effectively  in  exploiting  and 
merchandising  a better  means  of  modem 
transportation  that  all  business  of  pro- 
duction and  sales  promotion  promptly 
clasped  it  to  its  bosom  as  a pledge  to 
public  service. 

It  Epitomizes  Progress 

Speed,  beauty,  smoothness,  functional- 
ism, steady-flowing  efficiency,  comfort, 
convenience,  competency,  modernism — all 
these  very  intimate  influences  on  mass 
buying  interest  are  today  being  wrapped 
up  attractively  in  this  intriguing  little 
word — Streamlined. 

An  example  of  its  effectiveness  in  the 
promotion  of  railway  travel  patronage  is 
that  of  the  Green  Diamond,  Illinois  Cen- 
tral’s Chicago-St.  Louis  streamliner  placed 
in  service  May  17,  1936.  For  the  first  12 
months  of  the  Green  Diamond’s  operation, 
Chicago-St.  Louis  travel  revenue  increased 
55  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  Since 
the  system  increase  was  22  per  cent,  it 
was  figured  that  the  Streamliner’s  opera- 
tion was  responsible  for  a further  increase 
in  the  Chicago-St.  Louis  passenger  reve- 


nue of  33  per  cent  for  the  12-months’ 
period.  This  case  is  typical  of  what  has 
happened  in  transportation.  Streamlining 
— modernization.  It  clicks  with  people. 

In  theatre  business,  as  in  transporta- 
tion, the  public  has  responded  to  it 
promptly  and  most  profitably  for  all  con- 
cerned. Streamlined  theatre  fronts,  fur- 
nishings and  decorative  effects  have  al- 
ready turned  the  tide  of  business  toward 
many  a boxoffice.  Not  only  in  eye-value, 
but  in  practical  operative  efficiency,  the 
streamline  trend  has  filtered  its  way  into 
the  modern  theatre  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  has  now  become  a fixed  asset  in  the 
estimation  of  astute  theatre  management. 

Remarkable,  too,  is  the  extent  to  which 
streamlining  has  been  applied  to  the  me- 
chanical equipment  of  theatres.  Wisely, 
manufacturers  have  combined  functional 
styling  and  improved  engineering  tech- 
nique in  the  modernization  of  theatre 
equipment. 

The  new  “streamlined”  sound-head  for  motion 
picture  projectors  styled  by  John  Vassos  and 
Lynn  Brodton,  eminent  industrial  artists.  The 
new  systems  were  deslg:ned  to  impart  “studio 
l>resence”  to  sound  reproduction. 


The  fusion  of  modern  design,  mod- 
ern materials,  modern  lighting  and  a 
modern  setting  is  strikingly  portrayed 
in  the  fluorescent  statue  which  em- 
bodies a most  practical  application  of 
so-called  “black  light”  in  the  interest 
of  House  Appeal.  Ultraviolet  rays, 
quite  detectable  to  the  camera  lens, 
but  invisible  to  the  human  eye,  are 
concentrated  upon  each  of  two  statues 
used  effectively  in  the  new  Lakewood 
Theatre,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  described 
elsewhere  in  this  issue.  The  illumina- 
tion comes  from  three  red-purple 
mercury  bulbs  recessed  in  concentrat- 
ing reflectors  above  and  below  each 
figure.  Fluorescent  paint  on  the 
statues  transforms  this  light  in  a 
manner  that  causes  each  figure  to 
appear  to  glow  in  its  darkened  niche. 
The  effect  is  both  striking  and  baffling 
to  patrons  of  the  beautiful  new  the- 
atre designed  by  Architect  H.  F. 
Pettigrew,  of  Dallas,  Texas.  (Photo 
courtesy  Lighting  Division  General 
Electric  Company). 


On  Product  Engineering 
Timely  and  to  the  point  of  this  disserta- 
tion on  streamlining  is  the  recent  an- 
nouncement and  trade  showing  by  RCA 
Photophone  of  a new  series  of  sound 
equipments  for  theatres.  Illustrations  of 
various  elements  of  the  equipment  in 
which  the  streamline  influence  is  out- 
standing, are  here  shown. 

Six  new  sound  reproducing  systems,  in- 
corporating more  than  a score  of  new 
technical  advances  have  been  announced. 
Tone  quality  that  imparts  “studio  pres- 
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ence”  to  theatre  reproduction,  greater  con- 
venience of  operation  and  streamlined 
functional  design  are  some  of  the  im- 
provements ascribed  to  the  new  equip- 
ments, which  are  the  culmination  of  over 
a decade  of  research  and  development  in 
the  RCA  laboratories.  The  new  equip- 
ments have  been  designed  to  fit  the  sound 
requirements  of  every  size  and  type  of  the- 
atre, ranging  from  those  exemplified  by 
the  huge  Radio  City  Music  Hall  down  to 
the  smallest  neighborhood  house. 

To  the  popular  “rotary  stabilizer,”  an 
earlier  modernizing  achievement,  has 
been  added  a shock-proof  drive  mechan- 
ism. Together,  they  contribute  constant 
film  speed  past  the  reproducing  photo- 
electric cell  to  eliminate  possibility  of  dis- 
tortion from  this  source.  A double  exciter 
lamp  unit  provides  an  emergency  spare 
lamp  for  instantaneous  change-over  in 
case  of  failure.  The  optical  focuser  on 
the  new  equipments  is  now  securely  locked 
into  place  after  adjustment.  Gear  fail- 
ures are  practically  eliminated  by  an 
integral  gear  box  assembly  built  into  the 
new  sound-heads  which  keeps  gears  run- 
ning in  an  oil  bath. 

All  housings  for  the  sound-head,  ampli- 
fier racks  and  volume  control  box  were 
completely  restyled  by  John  Vassos  and 
Lynn  Brodton,  famous  industrial  design- 
ers, who  have  achieved  a new  functional 
streamlining  which  not  only  improves  the 
appearance  of  the  equipments  immensely, 
but  assures  the  utmost  utility  of  every 
component. 

Comments  on  Components 

Commenting  optimistically  on  the  cur- 
rent trend  toward  greater  equipment 
values,  Harry  L.  Sommerer,  RCA  Photo- 
phone head,  has  this  to  say  concerning  his 
company’s  latest  streamlined  develop- 
ment: “The  design  of  sound  equipment 
has  made  tremendous  strides  since  the 
early  talkie  days  when  reproducers  cost 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Vastly  more 
efficient  reproducing  equipment  is  now 
available  at  a fraction  of  former  costs.  In 
the  interim,  too,  the  theatre  exhibitor  has 
learned  to  evaluate  the  importance  of 
good,  realistic  sound  in  getting  the  most 
entertainment  value  out  of  a picture.  He 
has  also  come  to  appreciate  the  economy 
of  sound  equipment  that  gives  uninter- 
rupted day-to-day  service. 

“The  quality  built  into  the  new  Photo- 
phone sound  equipments  is  of  two  kinds; 
The  kind  that  is  immediately  apparent  to 
the  ear  and  the  eye  through  outstanding 
performance  and  appearance;  and  the 
kind  that  is  built  into  the  apparatus  to 
give  dependable,  trouble-free  service  over 
its  full,  life. 

“The  shock-proof  drive  for  the  constant- 
speed  sprocket  shaft  is  the  most  important 
improvement  to  come  out  of  our  labora- 
tory since  the  stabilizer  unit  itself,”  con- 
tinued Mr.  Sommerer.  “It  makes  it  im- 
possible for  gear-backlash  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  constant-speed  film  sprocket, 
thus  insuring  absolute  constancy  of  film 
speed.” 

A shock-proof  drive  mechanism  is 
mounted  in  the  new  type  of  integral  gear 
box  in  such  a way  that  it  can  be  removed 
easily  as  a unit  for  servicing  or  replace- 
ment. The  sound  bracket  assembly,  in- 


cluding the  optical  system  and  the  drum 
shaft,  can  also  be  removed  in  one  piece. 

An  improvement  which  should  meet 
with  the  approval  of  every  projectionist 
and  theatre  owner  is  the  double  exciter 
lamp.  If  one  light  fails,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  turn  the  socket  around,  and  the 
spare  bulb  goes  into  operation  immediately, 
while  the  burned  out  one  can  be  renewed 
as  the  show  continues. 

Functionally  Designed 

Mr.  Sommerer  refers  to  the  new  self- 
locking focal  adjustment  mechanism  as  a 
long  step  toward  improved  operation.  A 
light  shield  in  front  of  the  optical  system 
avoids  “96-cycle”  hum  resulting  from 
mutilation  of  the  sprocket  holes  in  the 
film.  A new  type  of  pre-focused  exciter 
lamp  bulb  has  been  utilized,  doing  away 
with  the  necessity  for  adjusting  the  lamp 
laterally. 

The  new  sound-head  has  a smartly 
styled  housing  over  the  electric  driving 
motor,  giving  the  equipment  a clean-cut 
appearance  never  before  achieved.  This 
cover,  like  all  the  others  on  each  piece  of 
equipment,  is  easily  removed  for  inspection 
or  servicing. 

On  the  right  side  of  the  sound-head  is  a 
glass  window  which  permits  a view  of  the 


ILLUSTRATIONS 

(1)  KCA  Photophone’s  new  amplifier  raek  was 
(lesigneil  hy  John  Vassos  and  I.ynn  lirorlton, 
famous  industrial  artists,  for  both  improved 
appearance  and  convenience. 

<2)  The  Kotar.v  .Stabili/.er  which  is  an  integrral 
part  of  every  RCA  Photophone  sound-head. 
Its  efficiency  has  l>een  furtlier  stepped  up  in 
tile  six  new  sound  reproducing:  systems  by  the 
use  of  a new  shock-proof  driving:  mechanism. 

(.S)  The  new  integral  gear  box  assembly  whicli 
keeps  gears  in  the  new  sound-heail  running  in 
an  oil  bath.  An  oil  indicator  tells  the  opera- 
tor uhen  additional  lubricant  is  required. 

(4)  The  mechanism  which  provides  the  shock- 
proof  drive  for  the  Rotary  Stabilizer  in  the 
new  sound-head.  Isolation  of  the  constant- 
speed  sprocket  shaft  and  drive  gear  from  the 
gear  train  and  driving  apparatus  is  effected 
to  abolish  gear  blacklash  transmission. 

(.A)  Two  new  developments  in  streamlined 
sound-head  are  shown  here.  Also  shown  is 
the  mechanism  for  focusing  and  locking  the 
optical  system  (right). 


interior.  It  is  illuminated  at  the  edges, 
eliminating  glare  and  permitting  a clearer 
view  of  the  interior. 

The  photoelectric  cell  transformer  has 
been  entirely  shielded  in  a cast  iron 
chamber  in  the  sound-head,  insuring 
against  noise  from  static  in  the  sound- 
head,  another  improvement  new  to  this 
equipment. 

A completely  new  method  of  mounting 
the  picture-head  in  the  sound-head  has 
also  been  devised.  A separate,  removable 
plate  is  provided  atop  the  sound-head  to 
which  the  picture-head  is  fastened.  It  is 
then  only  necessary  to  remount  the  re- 
movable plate  on  the  sound-head,  secur- 
ing it  with  four  screws  on  the  outside. 
This  contrasts  with  the  older  method  of 
running  long  unwieldy  bolts  from  the  pic- 
ture-head into  the  sound-head.  The  re- 
movable plate  also  serves  as  an  oil  col- 
lection cup,  gathering  oil  drips  from  the 
piciure-head  and  feeding  them  into  a 
(Continued  on  page  53) 
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3.  AIR  CONDITIONING 


WHAT  is  your  theatre’s  House  Ap- 
peal rating?  The  non-technical 
high  points  of  House  Appeal  are 
presented  here  in  questionnaire  form  to 
provoke  an  orderly  procedure  in  the  de- 
partmental inspection  and  maintenance 
of  theatre  properties.  Is  your  theatre’s 
“1.  Q.”  something  to  boast  of  proudly? 
Or  does  it  fall  dangerously  low?  Make 
your  own  analyses  and — don’t  fudge  too 
much  in  fixing  the  vote. 

Check  the  following  questions  candidly 
for  your  own  advantage.  You  may  find 
some  off-color  conditions  where  a bit  of 
serious  attention  is  necessary.  Or  per- 
haps you  may  find  the  answer  to  back- 
sliding boxoffice  receipts.  The  “Yes” 
answers  will  form  the  basis  of  your  the- 
atre’s H.  A.  rating.  Each  “Yes”  counts 
for  one  per  cent.  Each  “No”  deducts  one 
per  cent  fi’om  the  rating. 

100% — A perfect  theatre;  one  in  which 
quality  of  pictures  is  leveled,  and 
return  patronage  guaranteed. 

90% — Excellent;  such  a theatre  draws 
steadily  and  patrons  return  again 
and  again. 

80% — Good;  with  best  picture  product, 
this  rating  will  hold  its  own;  but 
could  be  improved. 

75% — Fair;  lacks  appeal  to  patronage 
and  will  have  spotty  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts; attention  to  house  condi- 
tions will  pay. 

60% — Poor;  better  get  busy  at  once  with 
modernization  and  extensive  im- 
provement. 

45% — Ooops! — too  bad;  if  the  theatre 
checks  below  50%>'  better  close 
the  doors  and  go  back  to  cloaks 
and  suits. 


Is  your  sound  equipment  function- 
ing perfectly  in  all  respects? □ □ 

Are  the  speakers  of  proper  type  and 

capacity  and  suitably  located? □ □ 

Is  the  screen  of  the  type  best  suited 
to  your  house  and  to  permit  ef- 
ficient sound  filtration? □ □ 


2.  ADVERTISING 


Yes  No 

Does  the  front  compare  favorably  in 
general  appearance  with  those  of 


other  places  of  business  in  the 

vicinity?  □ □ 

When  viewed  from  a distance  does 
the  front  stand  out  prominently  in 
contrast  to  other  places  of  busi- 
ness surrounding  it? □ □ 

Is  the  name  sign  of  the  house 
prominently  displayed  for  easy 

reading?  □ □ 

Are  the  main  sign  and  marquee  fully 
lamped  with  bulbs  of  correct  style, 
size  and  color?  □ □ 


If  an  attraction  board  is  used,  is  it 
well  illuminated  and  easy  to  read 

from  distance  and  all  angles? □ □ 

Do  you  have  plenty  of  changeable 
letters  to  take  care  of  all  an- 
nouncements without  misspelling?  □ □ 

Are  paint  and  other  finishing  ma- 
terials at  all  points  of  the  front 


entrance  in  good  condition? □ □ 

Is  the  boxoffice  properly  located  and 
inviting  as  to  appearance? □ □ 


Yes  No 


Is  the  entire  air  conditioning  equip- 
ment of  the  type  best  suited  to 

needs  of  your  theatre? □ □ 

Is  the  equipment  at  present  ade- 
quate for  all-season  tempera- 
ture regulation?  □ □ 

Is  all  equipment  clean,  in  good 
order,  properly  located  and  well- 

oiled?  □ □ 

Is  the  building  properly  insulated  to 
provide  maximum  efficiency  of 

equipment?  □ □ 

Are  soimd-insulation  bases  provided 
for  all  equipment  to  eliminate  vi- 
bration and  noise? □ □ 

How  about  present  method  of  con- 
trol— is  it  adequate  for  most  ef- 
ficient results?  □ □ 

Is  air  distribution  uniform  through- 
out the  theatre?  □ □ 

Are  air  intakes  in  proper  location 
so  that  excessive  dust  and  fumes 

are  minimized?  □ □ 

Are  all  outside  doors  and  windows 

tight-fitting?  □ □ 


4.  DECORATIONS 


Yes  No 

Is  the  present  decorative  scheme  one 


of  modern  design?  □ □ 

Are  the  colors  in  harmony  through- 
out the  house?  □ □ 

Is  the  entire  atmosphere  as  attrac- 
tive as  it  could  be  made? □ □ 

(Continued  on  page  46) 


A MARQUEE  WITH  A MERCHANDISING  MOTIVE 


1.  ACOUSTICS 


Yes  No 


Has  the  house  ever  been  thoroughly 
checked  by  a competent  acoustical 

engineer?  □ □ 

Is  present  acoustical  treatment  of 
the  proper  absorptive  quality  for 

best  results?  □ □ 

Have  extraneous  noises,  such  as 
street  traffic,  ventilators,  noisy 
seats,  motor  hums,  etc.,  been 

eliminated?  □ □ 

Are  floors  of  auditorium  properly 
carpeted  and  padded  to  prevent 

reverberations?  □ □ 

Are  seats  upholstered,  thus  provid- 
ing additional  sound  absorption 

quality?  □ □ 

Examine  all  draperies  and  hangings. 

Are  they  in  proper  position  and 
condition  for  acoustical  ef- 
ficiency?   □ □ 


The  I,afayette  Theatre,  at  Tafayette,  Indiana,  emphasizes  the  new  conception  of  outdoor  advertis- 
ing; for  modem  cinemas.  Here  a correct  application  of  electrical  display  plus  the  latest  develop- 
ments in  chang:eable  silhouette  lettered  attraction  panels  put  the  passersby  definitely  on  the  de- 
fensive. This  modern  display  layout  was  constructed  by  the  Kolux  Corporation  of  Kokomo,  Indiana. 
(Photo  courtesy  Wagner  Sigrn  Service,  Inc.) 
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to  the  right,  one  of 
the  new  O.C.  992 
series  of  Heywood 
Chairs.  This  one  has 
a swanky  douhle-light 
aisle  standard. 


m\M  you  can  get  genuine  Heywood  engineered  seats  at  prices  that  cost  no  more 
than  ordinary  run-of-the-mill  chairs.  Substantial  price  reductions  have  been  made 
with  absolutely  no  change  whatever  in  construction  or  quality!  You  now  buy  these 
swanky,  top-quality  chairs  at  prices  which  make  them  the  biggest  value  in  theatre 
seating  today ! All  the  exclusive  Heywood  construction  features  are  available.  . . . 
Extra- Wear  Back  Panel  . . . All  Steel,  protective  Bottom  Board  . . . All  Steel 
Hinge  . . . Double-Light  Aisle  Standard  ...  in  short,  all  those  things  which 
make  Heywood  Chairs  the  absolute  “■tops”  in  Seating.  Further,  you  are  certain  of 
reliable,  dependable,  nation-wide  service.  Ask  your  Heywood  Sales  Representative 
or  write  to  your  nearest  Heywood  Sales  Office. 

Heywood  -Wakefield 

Pstablished  1826 


MASSACHUSETTS 
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How  Does  Your 
House  Rate? 

(Continued  from  page  44) 


Are  acoustical  materials  in  har- 
mony with  decorations? □ □ 

Do  carpets  and  chairs  blend  proper- 
ly with  surroundings? □ □ 

Does  the  lighting  system  play  up 
the  decorations  and  furnishings 

to  best  advantage? □ □ 

Do  the  lighting  fixtures  fit  in  proper- 
ly with  the  decorative  scheme? □ □ 

Are  radiators,  grilles  and  other 

equipment  pi’operly  concealed? □ □ 

Is  the  atmosphere  one  that  suggests 

comfortable  relaxation?  □ □ 


5.  FLOOR  COVERINGS 


\es  No 

Is  the  house  as  completely  carpeted 

as  it  should  be? □ □ 

Are  carpets  generally  in  suitable 
state  of  repair  and  appearance?....^  □ 
Is  the  pattern  of  proper  design  to 
blend  harmoniously  with  the  deco- 


rative scheme?  □ □ 

Is  the  coloring  bright  and  cheerful 

when  lights  are  on? □ □ 

Is  there  sufficient  padding  beneath 
carpet  to  provide  resiliency  of 

tread?  □ □ 

Are  carpets  properly  protected 
against  damage  and  undue  wear 
by  scraping  mats  at  all  en- 


trances?   □ □ 

Is  house  equipped  with  a sturdy 
vacuum  cleaner  of  suitable  capac- 
ity?   □ □ 

Has  the  janitor  been  properly  in- 
structed about  the  care  and  main- 
tenance of  your  carpets? □ □ 


6.  LIGHTING 


Yes  No 

Is  the  outdoor  display  lighting  ade- 
quate to  attract  attention  from 
greatest  possible  distance  in  all 

directions?  □ □ 

Are  the  attraction  boards  properly 
lamped  to  avoid  spottiness  and 

loss  of  advertising  efficiency? □ □ 

Is  there  sufficient  light  beneath  the 
canopy  and  at  the  entrance  to 
make  the  place  cheerful  and 


inviting?  □ □ 

Does  the  light  recede  in  intensity 
(it  should)  as  the  patron  moves 

toward  the  auditorium? □ □ 

Does  the  lighting  scheme  properly 
compliment  the  decorative  scheme 

throughout  the  house? □ □ 

Are  all  lighting  fixtures  modem  and 

glare  preventing?  □ □ 

Are  directional  signs  provided  at  all 

points  and  properly  lighted? □ □ 

Are  all  lamps  of  proper  size  for  best 
results  and  operating  economy?....^  □ 
Is  lighting  system  properly  con- 
trolled by  best  possible  switching 
arrangements?  □ □ 


7.  PROJECTION 


Yes  No 


Is  your  projection  equipment  in  best 

possible  state  of  repair? □ □ 

Is  all  machinery  kept  clean  and 

well  lubricated?  □ □ 

Are  projector  mechanisms  running 
quietly  and  without  damage  to 

film?  □ □ 

Are  the  lamps  producing  the  maxi- 
mum light  possible  from  the  cur- 
rent and  carbons  being  con- 
sumed?   □ □ 

Is  the  picture  steady  and  in  perfect 

focus  on  the  screen? □ □ 

Is  the  projection  light  source  cap- 
able of  penetrating  the  densest  of 

films,  technicolor,  etc.? □ □ 

Is  current  transforming  or  regulat- 
ing equipment  as  efficient  and 

economical  as  it  should  be? □ □ 

Are  you  properly  protected  against 
film  fires  and  danger  of  panic  in- 
cident thereto?  □ □ 

Is  the  projection  room  well  supplied 
with  spare  equipment  and  indis- 
pensable parts  in  case  of  emer- 
gency?   □ □ 


8.  PUBLIC  RELATIONS 


Yes  No 

Does  an  air  of  cheer  and  hospitality 
prevail  at  first  glance  in  an  ap- 
proach to  your  theatre? □ □ 

Is  the  boxoffice  located  at  most  con- 
venient point  for  public  access?. ...□  □ 


Balaban  <S  Katz  newly  remodeled  State  Lake  Theatre  in  Downtown  Chicago;  showing  installation  of  Wagner  Multiple-Size  Letters. 


You  Cannot  Afford  Not  to  Have 


WAGNERS  MULTIPLE-SIZE  LETTERS 

Leading  exhibitors  find  a Wagner  Multiple-size  Letter  installation  requires  a letter  investment  of  less  than  50% 

more  than  for  one  size  of  letters  for  same  board. 

But — If  You  Cannot  Buy  Them — RENT  Them! 

Ask  Us  for  Details 

AViigner  Letters  and  Structures  Are  Fully  Covered  by  Patents.  Protected  by  Contract  with  THE  PATENT  PROTECTION  CORPORATION, 


WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 


818  S.  Hojne  Ave.,  CHICAGO  706  E.  Hancock  Ave.,  DETROIT 

183  W.  64th  St.,  NEW  YORK  6 Britain  St TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Representative:  B.  F.  Shearer  Company 
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Does  the  cashier  combine  efficiency 

with  a pleasing  personality? □ □ 

Are  all  attendants  courteous  and 
clean-cut  in  personal  habits  and 

appearance?  □ □ 

If  the  operating  staff  is  uniformed, 
is  the  dress  in  keeping  with  the 

clientele?  □ □ 

Are  ushers  permitted  to  exercise  good 

judgment  in  seating  the  patrons?..^  □ 
Is  the  house  engineer  properly  in- 
structed regarding  ventilation, 

temperature,  etc?  □ □ 

Are  lounging  facilities  provided  for 

hold-out  patrons?  □ □ 

Are  sufficient  directional  signs  in 
use  for  convenience  of  the  pa- 
trons?   □ □ 

Are  hearing  devices  provided  for  the 
accommodation  of  patrons  whose 

hearing  is  sub-normal? □ □ 

Is  plenty  of  auto  parking  space 
available  adjacent  to  or  near  the 
theatre?  □ □ 


9.  SANITATION 


Yes  No 

Does  a general  air  of  cleanliness 
prevail  throughout  the  house  from 


front  to  back  and  outside? □ □ 

Are  decorative  furnishings  and  all 
lighting  fixtures  free  from  dirt 

and  fly  specks? □ □ 

Are  the  lobby  floors,  walls  and 
ceilings  free  from  dust  accumula- 
tions and  paint  cracks? □ □ 


Are  suitable  scraping  mats  pro- 


vided at  all  entrance  doors? □ □ 

Are  toilets  kept  clean  and  properly 
deodorized?  (Check  toilet  seats 

especially)  □ □ 

Are  the  drinking  fountains  well 

located,  clean  and  sanitary? □ □ 

Are  perfume  disseminators  and 
deodorizers  working  efficiently 

and  sufficiently?  □ □ 

Are  sand  jars,  cuspidors  and  other 
waste  receptacles  amply  provided 
and  kept  in  wholesome  condi- 
tion?   □ □ 

Does  your  ventilating  system  proper- 
ly dispel  all  unpleasant  odors  from 
the  auditorium?  □ □ 


10.  SEATING 

Yes  No 


Are  your  seats  the  most  comfort- 
able you  are  able  to  provide? □ □ 

Is  the  seating  plan  arranged  for  the 
greatest  convenience  and  comfort 

of  the  patrons?  □ □ 

As  to  appearance,  are  the  seats  in 
keeping  with  the  atmosphere  of 

the  house?  □ □ 

Is  there  adequate  leg  and  arm  room 
for  average  and  over-size  pa- 
trons?   □ □ 


Is  the  back-to-back  spacing  of  seat 
rows  sufficient  to  permit  incom- 
ing patrons  to  pass  without 
trampling  those  already  seated?. ...□  □ 

Does  every  seat  provide  an  unob- 
structed and  undistorted  view  of 

the  screen?  □ □ 

Is  the  upholstery  in  good  repair  and 


unsoiled?  □ □ 

Are  seats  regularly  inspected, 

cleaned  and  disinfected? □ □ 

Are  aisle  lights  provided  at  proper 
intervals  along  the  aisles? □ □ 


11.  SOUND 

Yes  No 


Is  the  sound  reception  clear  and 
audible  from  every  seat  in  the 

auditorium?  □ □ 

Is  the  equipment  capable  of  repro- 
ducing the  sound  as  it  was 

originally  recorded?  □ □ 

Is  your  sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment integrated  and  matched  for 
best  possible  operating  synchroni- 
zation?   □ □ 

Is  your  equipment  being  regularly 
inspected  and  serviced  by  capable 

sound  engineers?  □ □ 

Have  you  modernized  your  sound 
equipment  to  conform  to  the  lat- 
est requirements  of  voice  repro- 
duction?   □ □ 

Is  your  amplification  and  speaker 
system  up  to  average  in  output 

and  efficiency?  □ □ 

Have  you  replaced  photo  cells  and 
exciter  lamps  lately  and  are  spares 

kept  on  hand?  □ □ 

Have  you  compared  your  sound 
(open-mindedly)  with  the  results 
in  other  theatres  and  found  it 

above  reproach?  □ □ 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  latest 
developments  for  improvement  in 
sound  reproduction?  □ □ 


c veil  as  itnprovea 
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Architect  _ 
this  striking 

Acousti-Celotes  . 

patented  perfor- 
sound,  prevent  r. 


“LET’S  GO  TO  THE  AMBASSADOR 


Modern  Acoustical  Treatment 

BOOSTS  BOX  OFFICE  RECEIPTS! 


• Theatre-goers  want  value  received 
for  their  ticket  money.  And  that  means 
clean,  clear  sound  reproduction,  free  from 
the  echoes,  "flutters,”  and  "booms” 
which  are  the  result  of  poor  acoustics. 

That’s  why  Baltimore’s  Ambassador, 
like  hundreds  of  other  modern  theatres, 
has  installed  Acousti-Celotex  fibre  tile 
on  walls  and  ceiling.  Patented  perfo- 
rations enable  this  modern  acoustical 
material  to  absorb  sound,  preventing 
annoying  reverberations,  and  giving 


you  the  full  benefit  of  your  expensive 
sound  equipment. 

Acousti-Celotex  fibre  tile  is  easily 
and  quickly  installed  in  either  old  or 
new  theatres,  and  costs  far  less  than 
you  would  imagine.  It  can  be  painted 
or  cleaned  repeatedly  without  affecting 
its  acoustical  efficiency.  Phone  your 
Acousti-Celotex  distributor  for  a free 
Noise  Survey  of  your  theatre — learn  just 
how  little  this  modern  acoustical  treat- 
ment actually  costs.  Or  write  direct  to  us. 


THE  CELOTEX  CORPORATION  • 919  N.  MICHIGAN  AVENUE  • CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


The  word  Celotex  is  the  brand  name  identifying  a group  of  products  marketed  by 
The  Celotex  Corporation  and  is  protected  as  a trade-mark. 


A PAINTABLC  PERMANENT 

AcOUSTI-r.ELOTEX 

TMADC  MARK  RCSI8TCRCO  U,  S,  PATENT  OFFICE 

OTHER  CELOTEX  ACOUSTICAL  PRODUCTS: 

Absorbex  Palicel  Paustone  Vibhafram 


Copyright  WSO.  The  Celotex  Corporation 


Sales  'Distributors  Throughout  the  'World 
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*■>  ilMufrani,”  a Celotex  prodiu  t, 
used  for  ihi.s  treatment  of  the  Sa 


ai>i)Iied  in  attraetive  streamlined  tile  formation  is  the  medium 
v<»y  Theatre,  in  \>rdun,  (’aiiada. 


V.  S.  Gypsum’s  “Weatherwood”  was  used  most  effectively  as  illustrated  here  to  improve  both  the 
eye-and  the  ear-appeal  of  the  Kitz  Theatre,  in  Sweetwater,  Texas. 


Wood  Conversion  Company’s  “Nu-Wood”  forms  the  interesting-  and  effective  aoousti-deoorative 
scheme  of  the  Avalon  Theatre,  In  Clarksville,  Texas. 


1 

II  [ 

J 

ft 

— plus 


Exhibitors  of  moving  pictures,  like 
most  everyone  else,  are  alert  to  mon- 
ey-saving in  the  selection  of  materials, 
particularly  when  it  is  possible  to  exercise 
the  old  axiom  of  “killing  two  birds  with 
one  stone.”  Small  wonder  then  that 
they  have  taken  to  the  idea  of  the 
popular  over-lay  method  of  acousti- 
decoration  so  readily. 

In  the  new  modern  materials  that  com- 
bine acoustical  correction  and  insulation 
with  decorative  effect,  theatre  owners 
have  found  something  definitely  econom- 
ical and  otherwise  to  their  liking  for  both 
new  construction  and  remodeling. 

Fortunately  for  theatre  owners,  acoust- 
ical materials  in  their  early  forms  were 
manufactured  and  used  extensively  in 
other  fields  before  the  advent  of  sound 
motion  pictures.  After  this  new  need  was 
created,  the  sound-absorbing  materials 
were  simply  made  more  efficient  and  ap- 
plicable by  their  manufacturers  and  far- 
sighted theatre  owners  have  since  taken 
advantage  of  the  scientifically  prepared 
products  rather  than  attempting  make- 
shift and  temporary  sound  corrections. 

The  modern  material  was  found  to  be 
surprisingly  economical  in  that  it  pro- 
vided a new  decorating  technique  in  ad- 
dition to  its  acoustic  and  insulation  qual- 
ities. It  was  something  entirely  new  ten 
years  ago — and  it  still  is.  Theatres  in 
which  this  simpler  acousti-decoration  was 
used  have  remained  acoustically  correct 
and  in  style  as  well. 

Today,  the  material  has  reached  new 
peaks  of  quality  for  theatre  use.  New 
techniques  in  decoration  make  it  increas- 
ingly important  as  a base  upon  which  the 
theatre  decorator  can  build  his  scheme. 
In  its  present  form,  it  can  be  used  as  a’ 
veneer  in  tile  or  plank  form  to  create 
unusual  effects  that  in  their  very  sim- 
plicity require  little  or  no  embellishment. 

As  for  the  acoustical  quality,  that  has 
been  scientifically  improved  with  time 
and  is  practically  perfect  for  the  cor- 
rection of  even  the  most  difficult  con- 
ditions. The  sound  absorbing  properties 
of  the  raw  materials  from  which  the 
various  types  of  products  are  manu- 
factured have  been  technically  computed 
and  determined  in  such  a manner  that 
the  right  material  for  given  conditions 
can  always  be  specified  by  the  acoustical 
engineer. 

Insulation  quality  is  a plus  value  that 
comes  with  acousti- decorative  materials. 
This  feature  in  itself  is  of  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  theatre,  wherein  tem- 
perature control  is  an  increasingly  neces- 
sary condition.  Thus,  it  can  be  seen 
that  this  dual-purpose  medium  is  a most 
versatile  example  of  the  efficiency  of 
modern  materials  for  theatre  construc- 
tion and  outfitting. 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


New  Magic  Voice  of  the 
Screen  — designed  for  thea- 
tres of  every  size-is  the  only 
movie  sound  equipment  that 
offers  all  these  features  I 

1 Push-pull  adaptability 

2 High  frequency  cellular 

speakers 

3 Large  size,  low  frequency 

speakers 

4 Emergency  stand-by 

5 Tube  testing  meter 

6 Pre-focused  exciter  lamps 

7 Front  wall  volume  control 

8 Accessibility 

9 Simplified  inner  apparatus 

oiling 

10  Economical  operation 

11  Low  cost  maintenance  — 

liberal  service 

12  Easy  payment  plan 

RCA  presents  the  Magic  Key  every 
Sunday,  2/03/1.  nt.,E.S.  T.,  on  the 
NBC  Blue  Network 

Better  sound  means  better  box  office 
— and  RCA  tubes  mean  better  sound 

RCA  Photophone’s  Service  Organiza- 
tion has  a low  cost  theatre  service  plan 
in  which  you’ll  be  interested 


use 


Here’s  the  finest  movie  sound  in 
the  world— created  by  RCA  Pho- 
tophone engineers  for  you!  And 
you  don’t  have  to  take  our  word 
for  it—  just  ask  anyone  who’s  seen 
it— or,  better  yet,  see  it  yourself! 

It  assures  constant  film  speed 
by  adding  the  ingenious  new 
Shock-Proof  Drive  as  a "partner” 
for  the  great  Rotary  Stabilizer. 
It  offers  new  styling...  new  con- 


venience...new  protection. ..new 
added  reserve  power! 

And  that’s  not  all!  Look  at  the 
many  other  features  at  right ! Add 
them  all  up  and  they  mean  sound 
such  as  you  never  before  have 
been  able  to  present  to  your 
audiences!  The  kind  of  sound 
that  spells  the  biggest  box-office 
ever!  Get  full  details  from  your 
RCA  Photophone  representative! 


Remember— more  than  5.000  theatres 


from 


coast 


coast 
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CONDUCTED  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  LEAD- 
ING THEATRE  ARCHITECTS  AND  ENGINEERS 


The  New  Gregg 

a Rejuvenation  in  Modern  Materials 


The  lobby  of  the  new  Gregg:  (ticket  office  in 
foreground)  is  characterized  by  the  clever  ap- 
plication of  modern  materials. 


A case  of  super-annuated  theatre  property 
restoration  in  which  careful  planning  and  ma- 
terial selection  produced  a surprising  result. 


lir  T NTIL  nine  months  ago.  the  old 
^[11  American  Theatre,  in  Sedan,  Kan- 
sas, was  considered  an  ugly  duck- 
ling by  film  and  theatre  men.  Today,  its 
successor,  the  new  Gregg,  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  small  houses  in  Kansas. 
Sedan,  a town  of  2,000,  is  located  in  the 
oil  and  wheat  producing  area  of  South- 
eastern Kansas  and  has  but  one  theatre, 
the  new  Gregg. 

Transformation  of  the  theatre  was  ac- 
complished by  O.  H.  Gregg,  the  owner, 
with  an  expenditure  of  about  $20,000.  The 
revision  was  designed  and  supervised  by 
A1  Hauetter,  theatre  decorator,  of  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 

The  American,  taken  over  by  Mr.  Gregg 
on  April  1,  1921,  as  his  first  venture  in 


The  fa<*ade  of  the  new  theatre  is  done  in  a 
conibiiiation  of  tan  stucco  (upjier  portion)  and 
black  glass,  which  forms  a forceful  back- 
ground for  the  marquee  and  main  sign.  Ab- 
sence of  interfering  service  wires,  chains  and 
struts  is  noticeable. 


theatre  business,  was  one  of  the  few  houses 
of  the  state  remaining  in  the  same  condi- 
tion as  when  it  was  created  out  of  a store- 
room to  show  silent  pictures.  It  stiU  car- 
ried local  advertisements  on  the  stage 
curtain,  was  heated  by  four  gas  stoves 
placed  around  the  auditorium,  possessed 
no  plimibing,  and  was  equipped  with  the 
same  piano  used  to  make  music  for  the 
first  silent  pictures  it  showed.  The  tin 
ceiling  was  designed  in  the  old  time 
crinkle,  painted  in  cream,  and  there  were 
crepe  paper  decorations  on  the  wall. 
Around  the  maw  of  the  old-fashioned  ar- 
cade front  naked  bulbs  glittered  their  in- 
vitation as  they  had  done  for  twenty  years. 
The  stucco  was  leaving  the  lath  in  spots 
on  the  front. 

Describing  the  transformation  as  it  pro- 
ceeded, operations  were  begun  by  razing 
the  building,  leaving  only  the  two  sidewalls 
and  roof.  Both  rear  and  front  walls  were 
removed,  since  the  sills  and  wood  were 
rotted.  The  projection  booth  was  ex- 
tracted like  a decayed  tooth,  along  with 
the  bridgework  of  partitions. 

Heating  and  Air  Conditioning 

Starting  at  the  back  end,  a basement, 
14  by  25  feet,  was  dug  under  the  proposed 
stage.  This  now  contains  the  gas  furnace 
which  is  equipped  with  automatic  humidi- 
fier and  filters  for  purifying  the  air. 

The  system  designed  for  circulation  dur- 
ing cold  weather  is  unusual.  A steel  pipe 
34  inches  in  diameter  was  laid  down  the 


center  of  the  house  from  the  gas  furnace 
to  the  standee  rail.  The  concrete  floor  was 
poured  around  and  over  this.  At  the 
standee  rail,  ihe  pipe  branches  across  the 
theatre  in  each  direction  and  extends  into 
the  new  shops  on  each  side  of  the  theatre 
entrance. 

On  the  face  of  the  standee  rail  at  the 
floor  are  three  metal  grilles,  each  with 
the  area  of  the  pipe  opening.  Through 
the  grilles  the  cold  air  returns  via  pipe 
to  the  furnace,  instead  of  moving  back 
toward  the  stage  over  the  auditorium 
floor  and  patrons’  feet,  as  in  some  the- 
atres. The  pipe  also  carries  plumbing. 
The  tunnel  is  large  enough  to  permit  en- 
trance for  repairs. 

The  four  blower  fans  in  the  furnace 
force  the  hot  air  into  the  auditorium 
through  seven  metal  grilles,  each  16  by  24 
inches,  which  are  concealed  in  the  slope 
of  the  footlight  trough. 

The  air  conditioning  equipment  is 
housed  in  the  old  flyloft  high  enough 
above  the  street  to  be  isolated  from  dust 
and  impurities.  An  air  washer  and  one 
large  fan  were  installed.  Circulation  is 
achieved  with  a duct  shaped  like  a Y, 
the  shank  of  which  is  exceptionally  long, 
its  length  crossing  the  width  of  the  theatre 
above  the  stage. 

In  each  corner  next  to  the  proscenium 
arch  is  a metal  grille,  3 by  4 feet,  through 
which  conditioned  air  is  forced  into  the 
theatre.  The  grilles  are  equipped  with  a 
draft  so  that  the  cool  air  can  be  thrown 
into  the  auditorium  in  any  direction  de- 
sired. 

Eight  metal  grilles  in  the  ceiling  at  the 


Arrow  indicates  the  location  of  the  unimposing:  entrance  of  the  old  American  Theatre  which  yielded 
up  the  g'host  in  favor  of  a smart  new  cinema.  The  Gregfg:  Theatre  now  dominates  the  scene — a re- 
quirement of  mcMlern  theatre  oi>eration. 
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All  Exhibitors, 

Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  particularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 


foyer  end  of  the  theatre  cover  openings  to 
vent  cool  air  into  the  attic.  The  cool  air 
then  flows  through  the  attic  toward  the 
stage  to  keep  the  hot  air  in  motion.  The 
air  finally  exhausts  through  three  metal 
cupolas  along  the  roof  at  the  stage  end. 

Auditorium  Reformation 

The  stage  is  equipped  with  footlights, 
border  lights  and  a traveling  curtain  of 
light  blue  silk  and  damask.  Borders  and 
legs  of  the  curtain  are  of  ultramarine  blue. 
Lighting  is  all  concealed.  The  new  screen 
is  13  by  17  feet  and  the  auditorium,  which 
is  33  by  130  feet,  is  shaped  in  the  form 
of  a speaker  unit  vastly  enlarged,  to  im- 
prove sightlines  and  vision.  Ramps  in- 
stead of  stairs  form  the  approaches  to 
the  back  exits. 

Color  decoration  consists  of  eleven  dif- 
ferent shades  of  blue,  running  from  ultra- 
marine  to  a light  sky  shade,  base  to  ceil- 
ing. The  ceiling  itself  is  of  white  acousti- 


A foyer  of  refinement  and  functional  efficiency 
includinjjf  many  features  not  found  in  its  pre- 
historic predecessor. 


cal  blocks,  16  by  32  inches.  Each  block 
is  beveled  and  cemented  in  place,  which 
not  only  is  attractive  but  provides  insula- 
tion for  sound  and  heat.  The  moulding 
is  of  the  same  material,  grooved. 

A sawtooth  effect  in  the  ceiling  was 
secured  by  running  the  decorative  board 
from  the  bottom  of  each  girder  to  a 
point  14  inches  up  on  the  face  of  the 
next  one,  stage  to  foyer.  Thus  the 
monotony  of  a flat  ceiling  was  relieved. 

The  decoration  of  the  hard  plaster  side- 
walls  is  keyed  into  the  architectural  pat- 
tern of  the  ceiling.  Panels  of  dark  ultra- 
marine  on  sidewalls  are  “framed”  in  three 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


Looking:  toward  the  screen  in  the  new  Gregrgr  Theatre’s  auditorium.  Simple  digrnity  sug:g:ests  an 
atmosphere  of  relaxation  and  every  reason  for  the  patron  to  w^ant  to  return  ag:ain  soon. 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 


Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  are  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection;  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  imjportially  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  2-4-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 


Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 
covering  the  following  subjects: 


□ Acoustics 

□ Air  Conditioning 
n Amplifiers 

G Architectural  Service 

□ Carpets 

n Coin  Changers 

□ Complete  Remodeling 


□ Decorating 
n Heating  Equipment 
G Lighting  Fixtures 
G Lounge  Furniture 
G Plumbing  Fixtures 
G Projectors 
G Projection  Lamps 


G Screens 
G Seating 

G Signs  and  Marquees 
G Sound  Equipment 
G Theatre  Fronts 
G Ticket  Machines 
G Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  

City  State. 


Signed 


( Owner-Manager) 
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recess  in  the  concrete  over  deep  padding. 

Foyer  Now  Has  Restrooms 

In  the  foyer  are  the  two  restrooms  with 
which  the  theatre  was  not  equipped  be- 
fore. They  are  located  in  a corner  of  the 
south  side  (the  theatre  faces  west)  and 
both  have  a common  door  into  the  foyer. 
They  were  located  adjoining  in  order  to 
economize  on  both  space  and  plumbing. 
The  bottle-neck  shape  of  the  foyer  is  com- 
pleted on  the  other  side  by  the  rear  in- 
side wall  of  a grocery  store. 

Foyer  woodwork  consists  of  metal  trim 
installed  before  plastering.  At  the  jambs 
(4  inches  wide)  in  the  foyer  the  metal  is 
painted  ultramarine,  the  casing  (% 
inches)  in  silver.  The  remainder  of  the 
door  trim  consists  of  chrome  kickplates 
and  hardware. 

Lighting  of  the  foyer  is  unique.  Ten 
light  fixtures — one  above  each  opening, 
one  above  the  mirror  which  is  on  the  rear 
of  the  boxoffice,  and  one  above  each  of 
the  two  attraction  boards — direct  their 
light  upon  the  rug.  This  throws  the  car- 
pet with  its  modernistic  pattern  into  bril- 
liant relief,  leaves  the  foyer  itself  fairly 
dim,  and  achieves  a striking  effect.  The 
light  fixtures  are  about  the  same  distance 
apart  around  the  foyer. 

The  two  attraction  boards  in  the  foyer, 
chrome  framed  40  by  60’s,  are  both  on  the 
north  wall  to  balance  the  two  openings  on 
the  south.  Foyer  furniture  is  blue  up- 
holstered leather  trimmed  in  chrome.  The 
chrome  trimmed  vanity  beneath  the  mir- 
ror has  a blue  top. 

The  forward  opening  on  the  south  side- 
wall  of  the  foyer  leads  into  the  popcorn 
concession,  and  to  the  stairs  going  up  to 
the  booth  and  manager’s  office  on  the 
mezzanine.  The  door  is  the  popcorn 
shop’s  only  opening  into  the  foyer,  but  it 
has  its  own  store  front  to  the  sidewalk. 

The  projection  room  is  constructed  of 
four  inches  of  reinforced  concrete  over 
metal  lath,  and  is  equipped  with  auto- 
matic fire  doors  and  other  safety  devices. 
It  is  10  feet  wide,  18  feet  long  and  9 feet 
high. 

Lobby  Is  Lumiline  Lighted 

Decoration  of  sidewalls  in  the  front 
lobby  is  of  blue  leatherette  applied  on 
half-inch  fir  veneering  with  linoleum 
paste.  Veneering  is  on  wood  joists.  The 
ceiling  is  of  cream  colored  leather.  The 
light  fixture  in  the  center  of  the  ceiling 
is  in  the  design  of  a cross,  lumiline  lighted. 
From  the  ends  of  this  design  extend  the 
chrome  stripping  which  consists  of  three 
narrow  strips  of  chrome  encasing  two  of 
cream  leather. 

All  the  doors  in  the  theatre  are  walnut 
slabs  with  automatic  door  checks.  The 
swing  doors  at  the  entrance  and  into  the 
foyer  are  32  inches  wide,  making  two 
openings  of  64  inches. 

The  boxoffice  is  of  plate  glass,  fuU  view, 
with  blue  leather  and  cream  inlay  both 
inside  and  out.  Attraction  boards  in  the 
lobby  are  chrome  framed  40  by  60’s  with 
silhouette  changeable  date  strips  as  on 
the  marquee,  lumiline  lighted.  The  floor 
here  as  on  the  stairs  and  elsewhere  ex- 
cept the  foyer  and  aisles  is  of  inlaid 
linoleum. 

Front  Is  Unobstructed 

The  marquee  and  upright  sign  of  the 
Gregg  was  specially  designed  to  conceal 


The  New  Gregg  ...  a Re- 
juvenation in  Modern 
Materials 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 


shadings  of  light  blue  that  rise  from  the 
floor  and  curve  along  under  the  ceiling. 
The  streamline  effect  is  repeated  at  each 
girder,  and  extends  the  distance  between 
girders.  On  the  light  blue  upright  are 
the  light  fixtures,  five  on  each  side. 

There  are  no  square  corners  in  the  the- 
atre. A columnar  effect  was  created  in 


the  corners  on  each  side  of  the  proscenium 
arch,  toned  with  shadings  of  paint. 

The  concrete  floor  was  poured  in  on 
solid  sand  rock,  a natural  formation  un- 
der the  theatre  that  also  possessed  a 
natural  inch-to-foot  slope  which  is  the 
incline  of  the  auditorium  floor.  On  such 
a foundation  the  floor  is  not  likely  ever 
to  settle.  The  floor  itself  consists  of  four 
inches  of  reinforced  concrete,  which  re- 
places a wooden  floor  that  in  its  later 
years  “gave”  to  an  increasing  extent  un- 
der the  weight  of  patrons. 

The  555  new  seats  are  of  gray  walnut 
veneer,  front  and  back,  with  blue  up- 
holstered seats.  Aisles  are  carpeted  in  a 
modern  theatre  pattern  laid  in  a %-inch 


The  new  Cleve  theatre  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
offers  a good  example  of  how  effectively 
incandescent  lamps  can  be  used  to  dramatize 
the  lighting  in  a neighborhood  theatre.  Equip- 
ped with  a running  flasher,  incandescent  lamps 
have  been  used  behind  molded  glass  panels  to 
simulate  a waterfall.  Floodlighting  the  rest  of 
the  theatre  facade  sets  off  the  full  size  of  the 
theatre  and  suggests  a fine  playhouse  within. 
The  marquee  gains  high  attraction  value  from 
the  sparkle  afforded  by  incandescent  lamps 


beneath  it  and  also  from  special  multi-reflec- 
tion channels  of  polished  metal  used  for  a 
border  treatment. 

To  give  your  theatre  front  greater  sparkle,  and 
better  attraction  value,  use  Edison  MAZDA 
lamps  . . . the  kind  that  stay  brighter  longer.  For 
new  theatre  lighting  ideas,  write  General  Elec- 
tric Company, 

Dept.  166-B(3- 
B,  Nela  Park, 

Cleveland,  O. 


EDISON  MAZDA  LAMPS 

GENERAL  ® ELECTRIC 


HOW  TO  DRAMATIZE  THE  LIGHTING  IN  A NEIGHBORHOOD  THEATRE 


The  new  Cleve  theatre  built  by  the 
Gustav  Hirsch  organization  of  Col- 
umbuSf  OhiOt  uses  incandescent 
lamps  for  a dramatic  lighting  effect. 
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chains  and  struts  in  the  upright.  Both 
are  supported  from  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing. The  V-shaped  marquee  is  stream- 
lined, making  unnecessary  flash  or  motion 
of  neon.  This  is  true  also  of  the  vertical, 
which  is  18  feet  high  and  7 feet  wide. 

The  deep  blue  and  cream  enamel  fin- 
ished marquee  and  upright  are  lighted 
with  350  feet  of  fluorescent  green,  ruby 
red  and  midnight  blue  neon.  The  mar- 
quee has  an  opal  glass  background  against 
which  attraction  letters  are  silhouetted. 
Letters  are  clipped  on  the  bottom  of  the 
attraction  panel  framing  with  a special 
clip  spring  that  does  away  with  the  need 
of  wires.  The  marquee  soffit  is  cream 
colored  stucco  with  exposed  fixtures. 

Framing  in  front  is  in  black  structural 
glass,  which  gives  a jewel-like  lustre  to 
the  appearance  of  the  theatre  outside. 
Inset  display  frames  are  11  by  14’s  with 
chrome  frames.  The  front  of  the  theatre 
above  the  black  glass  is  done  in  a com- 
bination of  Spanish  tan  stucco  with 
panelings  in  several  shades  to  afford  re- 
lief. Offsetting  also  helps  in  this  respect. 
Doors  into  the  lobby  are  a deep  blue  with 
chrome  hardware. 

The  theatre  lights  operate  on  two  cir- 
cuits so  that  they  can  be  burned  at  dif- 
ferent intensities,  and  they  can  be  con- 
trolled from  a two-way  switchboard  either 
from  downstairs  or  upstairs. 


INSULATION 


There  is  nothing  new  about  the  idea  of 
insulating  a theatre.  All  architects  recom- 
mend it,  all  good  builders  use  insulation. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  things  in  the  world 
that  pays  for  itself  in  actual  cash  savings 
and  its  initial  cost  is  always  moderate. 
The  important  questions  are — How  well 
will  you  insulate?  Do  you  expect  to  do 
anything  about  controlling  humidity  in 
your  theatre — now  or  in  the  future? 

A theatre  that  is  properly  insulated  is 
much  less  costly  to  heat  in  winter  and 
more  comfortably  cool  in  summer.  It  is 
less  drafty  and  more  quiet.  But,  if  you 
ever  plan  to  raise  or  lower  the  humidity, 
you  will  need  a vapor  barrier  built  into 
the  wall — when  you  build. 

Modern  insulation  materials  provide 
this  extra  protection.  It  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  apply  a special  vapor  bar- 
rier to  keep  moisture  out  of  the  wall. 
The  up-to-date  material  both  insulates 
and  vapor-seals  at  one  time — all  in  one 
material,  applied  at  one  labor  cost.  That 
is  extra  economy  and  a wise  precaution 
to  put  into  any  house  regardless  of  pres- 
ent humidifying  plans. 

Insulation  should  be  used  on  both  sides 
of  the  framework  as  a sheathing  under 
the  exterior  finish  and  as  lath  under  the 
plaster.  Used  in  such  a manner,  it  pro- 
tects health  and  investment,  adds  to  com- 
fort and  preserves  the  vital  wall  “breath- 
ing space”  that  will  aid  in  maintaining 
structural  strength. 


Don’t  jump  at  so-called  equipment  bar- 
gains until  you’ve  made  sure  what’s  be- 
hind the  low  price.  Sometimes  such  bar- 
gains are  anything  but — after  you’ve 
bought  ’em. 


The  Streamline  Influence 
On  Operating  Efficiency 

(Continued  from  page  43) 


tube  which  empties  into  a removable  con- 
tainer. 

The  mounting  plate  is  also  designed  to 
provide  easy  adjustment  of  the  picture- 
head  in  relation  to  the  sound-head  for  the 
proper  meshing  of  the  picture-head  drive 
gears. 

Influence  Is  Expanding 
Thus,  it  may  be  said,  and  quite  cor- 


rectly, we  believe,  that  the  instance  just 
cited  is  proof  that  the  streamline  motive 
is  inspiring  new  regard  for  efficiency  in 
the  mechanical  operation  of  our  theatres. 
Modern  streamlined  theatre  fronts  no 
longer  need  belie  the  manner  in  which  the 
moving  picture  is  presented.  Streamlining 
now  runs  all  the  way  through,  even  to  the 
equipment  of  the  projection  room  and  the 
air  conditioning  plant. 

Modern  materials,  in  streamlined,  func- 
tional design  and  super-efficiency,  are  pre- 
eminently in  public  favor.  Hence  their 
importance  to  theatre  operation  is  not  to 
be  minimized.  The  streamline  influence 
is  growing  steadily. 


for  comfort  . . . style  • ■ ■ correct  posture.  Competition  today  de- 
mands these  essential  box  office  supports,  makes  old  fashioned 
chairs  a menace  to  business. 

for  the  service  which  is  assured  by  the  use  of  quality  materials 

throughout. 

for  the  value  they  represent  ....  the  popular  prices  which  make 

them  unsurpassed. 

Write  today  for  catalog  and  name 
of  your  nearest  dealer. 


IDEAL  SEATING  COMPANY  • GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH. 


EXPORT  OFFICE:  334  West  44th  Street,  New  York  City.  Attention:  J.  E.  Robin 
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LITERATURE 


Showmanship- 


NATURAl  TO  MOHAWKS,  TOO 


Spectacular . . . Gorgeous  . . . Magnificient . . . 
such  press-book  adjectives  fit  the  Mohawk 
Theater  Carpets  as  "A”  pictures  fit  your  pat- 
ronage! Mohawk’s  colors  add  tone  to  your 
lobby.  Mohawk’s  deep,  sound-absorbing  pile 
pads  footsteps  down  the  aisle.  Mohawk’s 
strength  and  tight-weave  resist  the  wear  and 
tear  of  constant  traffic.  Whether  yours  is  a 
presentation  house  on  the  main  stem  or  a 
neighborhood  theater — you’ll  find  among 
the  popular  Rialto,  Scotia,  or  Broadway 
Group  a carpet  to  fit  your  specifications  of 
color,  pattern,  and  price.  Before  recarpeting 
see  a Mohawk  specialist  on  Theater  Carpets. 


• The  carpet  illustrated  is  38139  • 


MOHAWK  CARPET  MILLS,  INC.  • AMSTERDAM,  NEW  YORK 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive 
literature  with  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau.  Readers  who  wish 
copies  of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern 
Theatre,  332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago, 
111. 

American  Playground  Device  Co.,  of 
Anderson,  Indiana,  submits  a folder  an- 
nouncing the  new  American  Bicycle  Rack. 
The  new  compact  and  durable  parking 
device  is  pictured  and  described  and  its 
advantages  outlined.  Its  adaptability  for 
theatre  use  where  the  patronage  of  chil- 
dren is  invited  is  apparent.  Prices  and 
bicycle-capacities  are  also  given. 

American  Seating  Company,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  offers  an  intriguing 
pamphlet  entitled  “Story  of  Theatre 
Seating— 1939  B.  C.-1939  A.D.”  Cleverly 
written  and  attractively  illustrated,  the 
booklet  traces  the  history  of  public  seat- 
ing to  the  present  day  and  outlines  the 
advanced  standards  of  modern  theatre 
chair  construction. 

Anemostat  Corporation  of  America,  New 
York  City,  presents  a new  descriptive 
folder  on  High  Velocity  Air  Diffusers,  giv- 
ing volume  and  velocity  tables,  dimen- 
sion charts,  capacities  and  other  details. 
A simplified  method  of  assembly  for  the 
installation  of  Anemostats  in  theatres  is 
also  given  and  pictured  understandably. 

Mario  Coil  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, submits  a folder  on  storage  coils  for 
air  conditioning  applications.  The  use 
of  ice  accumulating  coils  to  lower  air 
conditioning  costs  is  outlined  and  il- 
lustrated, and  the  company’s  guarantee 
of  workmanship  and  material  is  also 
presented. 

RCA  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  of  Cam- 
den, New  Jersey,  presents  a most  at- 
tractive and  profusely  illustrated  brochure 
entitled  “It’s  Got  What  It  Takes  for 
Bigger  Takes.’’  The  new  RCA  Photo- 
phone Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  is  de- 
scribed and  detailed  and  its  advantages 
are  outlined.  The  company  also  offers 
a companion  folder  in  which  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  new  RCA  Photo- 
phone system  in  a group  of  six  models 
are  described  and  pictured. 

G.  H.  Tennant  Company,  of  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota,  presents  a folder  on  the 
new  Tennant  sanitary  toilet  seat,  which 
offers  new  features  of  cleanliness  and 
hygiene  for  public  or  semi-public  wash- 
rooms. Pictures  and  description  of  the 
new  device  are  given,  as  well  as  prices  and 
an  order  form. 

NOTICE:  Manufacturers  of  all  prod- 
ucts adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or 
maintenance  are  invited  to  file  latest 
copies  of  their  catalogues  or  descriptive 
literature  with  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau. — The  Editor. 


54 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


DUST  CHASER 


The  Master-Vac,  a modem  type  of  cleaner  par- 
ticularly adapted  for  theatres,  was  announced 
recently  by  the  AppU."nce  and  Merchandise  De- 
partment of  General  Electric  Company,  Bridge- 
port, Conn.  Its  vacuum  of  3.5  inches  water-lift 
is  said  to  afford  tremendous  suction  and  in  re- 
A'erse  provides  equally  great  blowing  power. 
Shown  also  are  its  various  accessories  with 
which  to  clean  carpets,  rugs,  seat  upholstery, 
draperies,  curtains  and  the  screen. 


Bicycle  Rack  New  Bid 
For  Theatre  Patronage 

The  renewed  popularity  of  bicycles  has 
created  a major  parking  space  problem 
for  theatres  which  welcome  the  patronage 
of  children.  Often  such  a congestion  of 
bicycles  is  found  in  front  of  the  theatre 
that  disorderly  confusion  and  consider- 
able breakage  of  the  wheels  results. 
Neighborhood  theatres  with  an  eye  to 
youthful  patronage  are  especially  con- 
fronted with  the  bicycle  problem. 

Orderly  arrangement  of  bicycles  can 
now  be  assured  by  the  provision  of  a neat 


and  sturdy  bicycle  rack  to  be  placed  near 
the  entrance,  or,  if  space  is  not  available 
at  the  front,  within  the  lobby,  where  it 
will  not  be  unsightly.  Youngsters  will  be 
quick  to  appreciate  this  bid  for  their 
favor  and  its  attendant  care  for  their 
mode  of  transportation  to  the  theatre. 

A new  rack  recently  announced  by  the 
American  Playground  Device  Company  is 


said  to  be  Ideal  for  use  by  the  theatre. 
It  is  of  strong  and  rigid  construction  and 
neat  in  appearance.  The  racks  are  fur- 
nished in  ten,  fifteen  and  twenty-foot 
lengths,  to  accommodate  22,  33  and  44 
bicycles. 

To  encourage  the  patronage  of  chil- 
dren, there  would  seem  no  more  logical 
method  than  providing  for  the  safety  of 
their  property.  On  bicycles,  children  can 
come  greater  distances  and  more  often  to 
the  theatre  which  provides  for  the  safety 
of  the  “bikes”  while  the  show  is  going  on. 
Parents,  too,  like  the  idea  of  a quicker 
trip  to  the  theatre  for  their  children,  when 
they  know  that  the  somewhat  costly 
bicycle  will  not  be  damaged  or  stolen. 


lusist  OH  fowst 

A complete  line  of  dependable 
for  every  purse  and  purpose 

LD-30  Tow  Intensity  Rectifiers 
LD-60  for  Simplified  High  intensity 

MC  S with  Mallory  Rectifying  Units 
THERMIONIC  RECTIFYING  TUBES,  VA  M AMPERES 


FOREST 


MMCil9t2 


itlLEVILlI 
NEW  J i R S I Y 


RECTIFIERS 


It  takes  more 
than  good 
“movies”  to  insure  enjoyment.  It  takes 
an  attractive  interior,  an  even  temper- 
ature and  fine  hearing  conditions. 


teresting  texture.  Blendtex  surfaces  are 
especially  treated  for  long  use — do  not 
require  frequent  redecoration.  A vari- 
ety of  tile  and  plank  sizes  give  unlim- 
ited decoration  opportunities. 


Want  all  that?  Then  here’s  how  to 
get  it.  Apply  Weatherwood*  Blendtex 
on  walls  and  ceilings.  Its  low  cost 
will  surprise  you! 

For  new  theatres,  to  remodel  pres- 
ent buildings— here  is  a modern  mate- 
rial that  builds,  insulates,  quiets  noise 
and  decorates  all  at  once!  Soft,  pastel, 
blended  colors  combine  with  an  in- 

UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY 

500  West  Adams  Street,  Chicago,  III. 


See  how  this  amazing  material  will 
do  you  the  favor  of  increasing  the 
popularity  of  your  house. 

*Ree.islered  T rade-Mark 

UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  CO. 
300  W.  Adams  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Please  send  me  pictures  of 
Weatherwood  Blendtex  in  smart 
modern  theatres. 

Na/ne 

Address 

City State mt-2 
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Dallas'  New  Lakewood  Sets  a 
Smart  Lighting  Standard 

By  Francis  M.  Falge* 


N THE  new  Inter- 
state Theatre,  the 
Lakewood,  in  Dal- 
las, Texas,  every  con- 
sideration has  been 
given  to  the  applica- 
tion of  modern  ma- 
terials and  light 
sources  of  many  kinds 
to  produce  a result 
that  can  only  mean 
one  thing  — “boxof- 
fice.” 

E.  C.  Zrenner,  Electrical  Engineer  of  the 
Interstate  Circuit,  and  “Jake”  Elder,  Con- 
struction Supervisor,  conceived  the  idea 
of  “building  with  light”  to  carry  out  the 
theme  of  the  theatre.  H.  F.  Pettigrew, 
the  architect,  followed  the  plan  through 
in  admirable  fashion.  Everywhere  light 
is  used  to  attract,  to  decorate,  to  please. 


as  well  as  for  comfortable  vision. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  Zren- 
ner tried  out  in  his  laboratory  all  color 
combinations  of  lighting  to  study  their 
effect  on  carpets,  seating,  wall  colors, 
decorations,  complexions,  etc.,  before  mak- 
ing definite  recommendations  on  the  type 
of  lighting  to  be  employed.  One  full  sec- 
tion of  the  porcelain-enamel  tower  was 
set  up  and  studied  for  color  combinations. 

To  architects,  illuminating  engineers, 
and  others  interested  in  the  design  and 
efficiency  of  buildings  with  high  attrac- 
tion-value, the  splendid  unity  of  modem 
architecture  and  planned  lighting  intro- 
duces a number  of  intriguing  lighting  ap- 
plications, many  of  which  may  become 
more  and  more  prevalent  in  future  con- 
struction. 


A Penetrating  Attraction 


Outside,  the  lighted  tower  exerts  its 
own  colorful  attraction  upon  all  within 
seeing  range.  Its 
twinkling  ball  at  the 
top  holds  five-hundred 
and  four  10-watt  S-11 
clear  incandescent 
lamps.  The  beacon 
just  beneath  radiates 
a soft  bluish  light  from 
four  400-watt  Type 
H-1  mercury  lamps 
and  the  tower  itself 
is  bathed  in  light  by 
green  fluorescent  tub- 
ing placed  behind 
vertical  baffles,  the 
fronts  of  which  are 
lined  with  red  lumin- 
ous tubing.  The  let- 
ters, forming  the 
words  “Lakewood”  on 


*Nela  Park  Engineering  Dept.,  General 
Electric  Company,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Silhouetted  agrainst  a beau- 
tiful cloud  formation,  the 
new  Lakewood  front  with 
its  several  thousand  in- 
candescent lamps,  presents 
a trim,  modern  api)earance 
that  wins  the  spontaneous 
attention  of  all  who  see  it. 


The  foyer  presents  a colorful  impression  the 
moment  one  passes  the  entrance.  The  mirrored 
ceiling:  produces  a unique  perspective  above, 
with  its  border  of  ligrht  from  daylight  fluore- 
scent tubes  concealed  in  silhouette  strips  with 
wide  reflecting  surfaces.  The  balcony  foyer  is 
set  apart  from  the  main  foyer  by  contrasting 
light  which  employs  fluorescent  tubes  in  rich 
shades  of  blue  and  pink.  A total  of  seventeen 
18-inch  and  seventy-five  36-inch  fluorescent 
tubes  is  used. 


each  side,  are  made  up  of  2,760  clear  S-11, 
10-watt  lamps  which  repeat  a twinkling 
effect.  Six  400-watt  Type  H-1  mercury 
lamps  in  floodlights,  four  on  the  upper 
tier,  two  on  the  lower,  illuminate  the  ex- 
terior walls.  One  400-watt  mercury  lamp 
glows  from  the  small  beacon  at  the  right. 

The  marquee  is  decorated  by  gold  and 
green  luminous  tubing,  featuring  dual  at- 
traction boards  with  10-inch  cast  alumi- 
num slotted  type  changeable  letters,  in 
stainless  steel  supporting  frames,  lighted 
by  three  hundred  and  twelve  25-watt  in- 
candescent lamps.  Beneath  the  marquee 
are  189  exposed  25-watt  incandescent 
lamps  arranged  in  rows,  directing  the  at- 
tention to  the  entrance.  They  are  inter- 
spersed with  fourteen  recessed  reflectors 
using  150- watt  silvered  bowl  lamps  which 
provide  a blaze  of  light  at  the  entrance. 
Texlite,  Inc.  of  Dallas  installed  the  modern 
lighting  of  the  front. 

Within  the  theatre  Mr.  Zrenner’s  studies 
led  to  other  interesting  results.  For  ex- 
ample, the  original  design  called  for  an 
offset  between  the  foyer  and  mezzanine 
ceiling.  By  using  blue  fluorescent  lamps 
adjoining  the  daylight  cove  of  the  foyer 
proper,  the  mezzanine  ceiling  appears  to 


Advice  on  Lighting 

Various  contributors  to  this  depart- 
ment, comprising  outstanding  author- 
ity on  the  subject  of  Theatre  Lighting, 
will  be  glad  to  answer  questions  or 
otherwise  assist  in  the  correct  solution 
of  any  lighting  problems  presented  by 
our  readers.  Such  inquiries,  addressed 
to  the  editor  of  The  Modern  Theatre 
section,  will  be  referred  promptly  to 
sources  of  information  most  pertinent 
to  the  problem  presented. 
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recede  and  give  the  desired  effect  of  a 
change  in  level,  without  the  expense  of 
such  additional  construction. 

A Colorful  Foyer 

The  foyer  presents  a colorful  scene  as 
one  passes  through  the  entrance.  The  mir- 
rored ceiling  produces  a unique  perspec- 
tive, reflecting  as  it  does  the  decorative 
patterns  of  the  side  walls.  It  is  lighted 
by  daylight  fluorescent  lamps  concealed  in 
the  reflecting  silhouette  strip  which  forms 
a part  of  the  decorative  pattern.  A total 
of  seventeen  18-inch  and  seventy-five  36- 
inch  lamps  is  used. 

Inner  doors  to  the  “standee”  space  are 
immediately  noticeable  because  of  their 
contrast  with  the  modern  blonde  wood- 
work used  throughout. 

The  balcony  foyer  is  set  apart  from  the 
main  foyer  by  contrasting  light  produced 
with  fluorescent  lamps  in  rich  tones  of 
blue  and  pink,  providing  a flattering  color 
for  complexions. 

The  auditorium  is  lighted  entirely  by 
incandescent  lamps  operated  by  auto- 
transformer dimmers  to  provide  good  con- 
trol. The  ceiling  is  decorated  so  as  to 
produce  a longitudinal  band  carrying  to 
the  proscenium  arch.  This  band  in  turn 
is  lighted  by  reflector  troughs  containing 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  50-watt  in- 
candescent lamps  on  10-inch  centers  to 
produce  completely  smooth  liuninous  bands 
of  light.  On  each  side  wall  two  luminous 
designs  are  formed  by  painting,  and  the 
use  of  three  silhouette  strips  containing 
10-watt,  S-11  lamps  on  3-inch  centers.  A 
total  of  468  lamps  is  used.  Beneath  the 
balcony  recessed  porcelain-enamel  reflec- 
tors illuminate  nine  luminous  panels. 

Harmony  Prevails  Throughout 

Throughout  the  theatre  every  detail  has 
been  given  careful  attention  to  produce 
results  in  keeping  with  those  already  men- 
tioned. One  view  shows  the  ladies’  lounge, 
tastefully  decorated  and  provided  with  a 
combination  of  incandescent  and  fluore- 
scent lighting  to  facilitate  make-up. 

One  especially  novel  feature  is  the  use 
of  two  sculptured  figures  which  glow  in 
the  semi-darkness  by  the  radiation  from 
invisible  ultraviolet.  The  figures  are 
treated  with  fluorescent  paints  to  cause 
this  interesting  effect  and  are  lighted  by 
three  reflectors  containing  the  new  100- 
watt  mercury  “black  light”  lamps.  These 
sources  are  rich  in  ultraviolet;  the  visible 
light  is  screened  off  by  the  “red-purple” 
bulbs. 

Color  in  Interiors 

Controls  the  Charm 

Success  in  the  decoration  of  interiors 
is  amazingly  dependent  upon  the  use  of 
color.  Color  can  bring  charm  where 
form  and  proportion  are  lacking,  and 
it  can  add  beauty  to  the  most  perfectly 
proportioned  and  finely  furnished  interior. 

It  is  a principle  of  interior  decoration 
that  the  colors  employed  in  the  largest 
areas — floors,  walls  and  ceiling — key  the 
color  scheme  of  the  entire  room.  These 
treatments  must  be  in  liveable  colors; 
those  that  remain  pleasing  in  all  moods 
and  to  all  eyes,  and  because  these  sur- 
faces, particularly  the  side  walls  and 
ceilings  are  depended  upon  for  light  re- 
flection and  distribution,  they  should  be 
chosen  with  serious  regard  for  their  light 
reflection  efficiency  as  well  as  for  their 
decorative  appeal. 


The  auditorium  employes  incan- 
descent lamps  on  a master  dim- 
mer circuit  to  ffive  controlled  il- 
lumination. A total  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eigrht  S-11,  10- watt 
lamps  on  3-inch  centers  in  special 
porcelain-enamel  reflectors  paral- 
lels the  side  walls.  Participating; 
in  the  decorative  desigrn  painted 
down  the  center  of  the  ceiling;,  two 
reflector  troughs,  containing-  two 
liundred  and  fifty-six  50-watt  in- 
candescent lamps  on  10-inch  cen- 
ters, are  concealed  by  a wide 
plaque.  Beneath  the  balcony  ninety- 
nine  additional  S-11,  10-watt  lamps 
in  porcelain-enamel  reflectors  are 
recessed  in  ligrht  niches. 


The  powder  room  is  quite 
simple  in  its  lig;htingr. 
Since  the  make-up  table 
is  the  principal  feature, 
its  large  circular  mirror 
becomes  the  immediate 
center  of  attraction  be- 
cause of  six  daylight 
fluorescent  lamps  which 
frame  it  with  light.  In 
each  corner  of  the  oppo- 
site wall,  a 75-watt  lamp 
in  a pocket  (one  of  which 
is  visible  in  the  mirror) 
gives  light  for  the  set- 
tee beneath. 
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Dirt— the  Theatre's  Public  Enemy 
Number  One 

By  William  Shaw 


^ Public  Enemy  No.  1 in  the 
JIL//  life  of  wool  pile  fabrics  and  it  is 

doubtful  if  there  is  any  type  struc- 
ture in  which  it  does  as  much  damage  to 
carpets,  rugs  and  other  fabrics  as  it  does 
in  theatres. 

Hotels  get  only  a fraction  of  the  traffic 
that  theatres  do.  Churches  may  be  simi- 
larly ciowded,  but  only  for  a few  hours 
once  every  seven  days.  Even  the  most 
heavily  patronized  retail  establishments 
do  not  have  traffic  anywhere  near  equal 
to  that  which  starts  damaging  floor  cover- 
ings from  the  day  a theatre  is  opened. 

Unfortunately  for  the  theatre  operator, 
carpets  can  harbor  a lot  of  dirt  without 
undergoing  any  particular  change  in  ap- 
pearance. This  may  be  convenient  for  a 
sloppy  manager,  but  it  takes  a heavy 
penalty  in  wear  and  sooner  or  later  the 
theatre  owner  pays  the  price. 

This  may  be  hard  to  believe,  but  a car- 
pet actually  can  retain  within  its  fibres  an 
amount  of  dirt  weighing  more  than  the 
carpet  itself.  Even  when  this  amount  of 
destructive  matter  is  stowed  away  in  the 
floor  covering,  it  will  hardly  be  noticeable 
on  the  surface.  It  is  packed  away  at  the 
base  of  the  tufts  where  it  grinds  and 
chops  like  many  thousands  of  miniature 
knives.  The  same  patron  who  has  just 
paid  fifty  cents  at  the  boxoffice  thus  may 
grind  a penny  or  two  out  of  the  receipts  as 
he  walks  through  the  lobby  to  start  look- 
ing at  a so-called  double  feature. 

Cakes  Down  and  Digs  in 

The  longer  this  dirt  is  left  in  the  carpet, 
the  more  difficult  it  becomes  to  remove  it. 
The  dirt  cakes  down,  “digs  itself  in”  and 
is  pressed  in  besides. 

In  the  case  of  most  dirt  samples  that 
have  been  removed  from  theatre  carpets 
and  other  floor  coverings,  grit,  dust  and 
minerals  are  60  per  cent  to  70  per  cent. 
Grit  in  particular  is  exceedingly  harmful. 
Its  coarse  particles  have  sharp  cutting 
edges.  No  theatre  operator  need  try  to 
content  himself  with  the  thought  that 
grit  is  absent  from  the  dust  and  dirt  be- 
ing tracked  into  his  theatre. 

Automobiles  grind  grit  off  pavements, 
shoe  soles  rub  particles  off  cement  side- 
walks, the  constant  daily  traffic  past  a 
theatre  would  create  grit  if  none  already 
existed  in  the  soil  of  the  community  sur- 
rounding the  theatre. 

Grit  makes  up  from  one-tenth  to  three- 


tenths  of  the  total  volume  of  any  dirt 
sample  taken  out  of  wool  pile  carpets. 

The  theatre  manager  who  stops  to  re- 
flect that  resins,  gums,  asphalt,  grease, 
rubber,  oils  and  fats  all  are  falling  on 
his  carpets  or  being  tracked  in  from  out- 
side and  ground  into  the  floor  covering 
will  have  a much  clearer  understanding  of 
the  fact  that  constant  care  is  necessary 
to  preserve  the  large  investment  which 
floor  coverings  represent. 

Products  of  combustion  from  any  kind 
of  heating  form  a thin  film  on  carpet 
surfaces.  This  film  then  collects  dust. 
Such  soiling  is  apparent,  particularly 
along  the  outer  edges  of  the  rug  where 
there  is  the  least  traffic.  Dust  settling 
on  clean  wet  spots  on  the  carpet  stays 
there  and  causes  an  apparent  stain. 

Ashes  of  cigars  or  cigarettes,  when  com- 
bined with  water,  produce  an  alkali  solu- 
tion which  may  affect  colors. 

After  this  summary  of  what  is  happen- 
ing to  theatre  carpets  every  minute  of  the 


day  and  night — because  no  theatre  can 
be  maintained  airtight  and  in  a total 
vacuum  while  it  is  closed,  the  perfectly 
plain  conclusion  is  that  eternal  vigilance 
in  cleaning  is  the  price  of  improved  ap- 
pearance and  longer  wear. 

The  equipment  that  is  most  useful  to 
the  theatre  manager  in  the  care  of  his 
carpets  is  the  vacuum  cleaner.  Its  daily 
use  prolongs  the  life  of  the  carpet. 

Daily  cleanings  are  declared  by  the  In- 
stitute of  Carpet  Manufacturers  to  be 
more  effective  than  less  frequent  clean- 
ings. In  addition  to  daily  cleaning,  a more 
thorough  cleaning  at  least  once  a week 
or  oftener  in  the  heavily  travelled  area 
is  necessary.  Even  in  untravelled  areas 
the  vacuum  cleaner  removes  the  dust 
deposited  from  the  air. 

In  vacuum  cleaning,  especially  in  a new 
carpet,  a fluffing  of  the  wool  will  ap- 
pear. This  results  from  the  working  out 
of  the  short  ends  left  in  the  surface  when 
the  pile  is  cut.  It  will  cease  as  soon  as 
these  ends  are  removed.  Such  fluffing 
does  not  injure  the  life  of  the  fabric. 

If,  in  the  early  life  of  a carpet  or  rug, 
occasional  tufts  of  pile  protrude  above  the 
surface,  they  should  be  clipped  on  a level 
with  the  surface  with  a sharp  pair  of 
shears.  They  should  never  be  pulled  out. 
The  clipping  causes  no  injury  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  fabrics:  the  pulling  does. 

Superficial  dirt  may  be  removed  by  a 
carpet  sweeper  or  a broom  with  soft 
bristles,  although  the  former  is  preferred. 
But  by  all  means  the  best  results  are  ob- 
tained from  the  daily  use  of  the  vacuum 
cleaning  machine. 

Carpet  Cleaning  Routine 
An  authority  on  carpet  cleaning  recom- 
mends this  schedule:  Daily  general  clean- 
ing with  a heavy  duty  commercial  ma- 
chine or  in  the  case  of  the  smallest  the- 


Pays  Its  Way  and 
ypur  Way  Too 


T H E specialized 
Super  theatre 
cleaner  with  its 
built -for  - the  - job 
tools  actually 
earns  money  for  its  owner,  as  thousands  cheerfully 
testify.  Super  screen  cleaning  alone,  justifies  the 
investment.  Longer  life  of  furnishings  pays 
for  the  Super  over  and  over.  It  mokes 
the  labor  dollar  go  so  much  fur- 
ther, too.  Try  it  and  see 
Free  trial  makes  thal 
easy.  Ask  your  whole- 
saler or 


The  most  con- 
sistent money- 
maker  in  any 
theatre  today. 
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1941  N.  12th  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio 
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atres,  daily  cleaning  with  a regulation 
domestic  type  vacuum  cleaner;  daily  “pick- 
up” cleaning  with  a domestic  type  cleaner, 
especially  in  spots  where  such  operations 
will  be  seen  by  the  patrons  as  a construc- 
tive public  relations  move  by  the  manage- 
ment as  well  as  for  the  actual  cleaning  re- 
sults; weekly  and  very  thorough  cleaning 
with  a heavy  duty  commercial  machine. 

If  these  methods  are  followed,  problems 
of  maintenance  and  care  of  carpets  be- 
come greatly  simplified.  Any  theatre’s 
proper  care  and  maintenance  of  its  car- 
pets pay  a large  and  unmistakable  return 
not  only  because  they  prolong  the  life  of 
the  fabrics,  but  also  because  they  tend  to 
maintain  and  even  to  restore  the  beauty 
and  handsomeness  for  which  the  floor 
covering  was  selected  in  the  first  place. 

The  Institute  of  Carpet  Manufacturers, 
Empire  State  Building,  New  York  City,  has 
an  extremely  helpful  pamphlet  on  the 
maintenance  and  care  of  floor  coverings 
which  will  be  sent  to  anyone  requesting  it. 
This  interest  is  understandable  when  it 
is  realized  that  the  average  American  car- 
pet manufacturer  invests  from  $15,000  to 
$50,000  in  the  production  of  a single  new 
design. 

Sanitary  Toilet  Seat 

Reassures  Patronage 

The  fear  of  contamination  which  the 
average  theatre  patron  feels  in  connection 
with  public  toilets  is  said  to  be  overcome 
by  a new,  sanitary  toilet  seat  recently  an- 
nounced by  the  G.  H.  Tennant  Company, 
of  Minneapolis. 

Made  of  bakelite  and  stainless  steel,  the 
seat  looks  sanitary  and  is  sanitary.  All 
surfaces  are  smooth,  rounded,  and  com- 
pletely accessible  for  cleaning;  there  are 


no  corners  or  crevices  in  which  germs  can 
lodge.  Contact  area  is  minimized  and  yet 
the  seat  affords  full  support.  Those  who 
prefer  may  use  a special  toilet  tissue  to 
eliminate  body  contact  completely. 

Prom  the  standpoint  of  maintenance, 
the  seat  is  said  to  have  another  advantage. 
Those  who  have  already  installed  it  re- 
port that,  in  addition  to  remaining  more 
sanitary  than  conventional  seats,  it  aids 
in  keeping  the  entire  washroom  clean, 
thus  materially  reducing  the  cost  of  rest 
room  service. 


You  are  looking 
at  something  the  human  eye 
has  never  seen 


Vnretouched  Photograph 


You  are  looking  at  something  the 
human  eye  has  never  seen  . . . 
a cross-section  of  a piece  of 
Alexander  Smith  Grestwood 
Carpet  magnified  20  times! 

Note  the  density  of  the  pile — 
how  close  together  the  tufts  are, 
and  how  firm  . . . the  uniformity 
of  the  surface  (despite  a 20-times 
magnification)  . . , the  fact  that 
most  of  the  wool  is  in  the  pile 
and  not  embedded  in  the  back. 

These  are  the  factors  that  help 


make  Crestwood  one  of  the 
longest-wearing  carpets  you  can 
buy  at  any  price,  and  the  largest 
selling  carpet  in  America. 

If  you  are  planning  to  install 
new  carpet  or  to  replace  your 
present  carpet,  telephone  or 
write  us  and  a representative 
will  call  with  samples  of  the  new 
1939  patterns  just  off  the  looms. 
Alexander  Smith  & Sons  Carpet 
Co.,  295  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York. 
Tel.  Murray  Hill  4-7500,  Ext.  17. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH 

Crestwood  Carpet 
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DISCUSSION  OF  ACOUSTI-DECORATIVE 
EFFECTS  FOR  MODERN  THEATRE  INTERIORS 


Decorating  Your  Lobby  is  an 
Important  Undertaking 


By  Hanns  R.  Teichert* 


OU  theatre  own- 
ers and  operators 
are  in  a business 
that  should  be  repre- 
senting all  that  is 
most  modern  and  ad- 
vanced in  the  world. 

Just  as  your  patrons 
expect  you  to  give 
them  the  last  word  in 
entertainment  f e a - 
tures,  they  expect  your 
house  to  reflect  that 
same  “up-to-the-minute”  trend  in  all  its 
physical  factors. 

Lobby  Sets  the  Mood 
The  most  effective  way  to  give  them  the 
right  impression  is  to  “sock  ’em  between 
the  eyes”  as  they  enter  your  lobby.  It  is 
a known  psychological  fact  that  the  first 
and  last  impressions  of  any  given  thing 
are  inevitably  the  most  lasting. 

How  all-important  then  is  your  lobby 


to  the  success  of  your  business.  If  it  is 
old,  dirty  or  outmoded  as  to  decoration 
and  furnishings,  patrons  can’t  be  blamed 
for  being  in  a wrong  mood  to  look  at  and 
reaUy  enjoy  your  feature  programs.  If  it 
is  smart,  clean  and  inviting,  patrons  will 
respond  accordingly  and  your  house  will 
succeed  despite  occasional  flop  pictures. 

It  is  another  known  psychological  fact 
that  the  American  buying  public  patronizes 
the  successful-looking  establishments.  You 
do  it  yourself.  Proof  of  this  is  readily  to 
be  found  among  the  successful  retail  firms 
that  are  constantly  remodeling  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  trends. 

How  can  these  success-principles  be  ap- 
plied to  yom-  particular  lobby?  By  putting 
it  in  the  capable  hands  of  a theatre  deco- 
rator— a specialist  who  can  make  it  fig- 
uratively “shake  hands”  and  slaout  “wel- 
come” to  everyone  who  has  paid  an  ad- 
mission. 

How  can  he  do  this?  First  of  all,  by 
using  warm  colors  (tones  of  reds  and 
yellows)  for  the  main  surfaces.  These 


colors,  believe  it  or  not,  have  been  proved 
in  psychology  laboratories  to  act  as  stimu- 
lants to  the  conscious  and  subconscious 
minds. 

Warm  colors  invariably  induce  a cheery 
and  receptive  response,  which  is  what  an 
expectant  patron  wants  to  feel  when  he 
comes  to  your  house  for  entertainment. 
Besides,  these  colors  correctly  applied  com- 
pliment the  appearance  and  complexion 
of  Mrs.  Patron,  which  is  not  bad  psy- 
chology either. 

Warning  on  Warm  Colors 
A word  of  warning  as  to  this  “warm- 
color  doctrine.”  It  really  takes  a theatre 
decorating  specialist  to  know  how  far  he 
can  go  with  it,  for  just  as  in  salesman- 
ship, the  subject  can  be  all  too  easily  un- 
sold with  too  much  of  the  same  thing. 
That’s  where  the  expert  insertion  of  sub- 
ordinate complementary  color  accents,  such 
as  blues  and  greens,  is  called  on  to  lend 
balance  and  the  desirable  punch. 

This  may  appear  a little  too  compli- 
cated for  the  lay  mind,  but  it  is  a proved 
principle  used  extensively  by  all  successful 
theatre  decorators  and  one  that  has  been 
tested  continuously  and  with  mounting 
success  for  generations. 

Of  course,  your  theatre  decorator  will 
key  your  house,  by  means  of  its  lobby 
decoration,  to  your  majority  patronage. 
For  example — if  your  house  is  located  in  a 
swank  “gold  coast”  or  “top-hat-and-tails” 
neighborhood,  he’ll  see  that  your  lobby  re- 
flects quiet  elegance.  He  may  turn  it  out 
in  flawless  period  influence  or  subdued 
modern — but  it  will  be  right.  On  the  other 
hand,  your  house  may  be  in  an  average 
residential  or  apartment  neighborhood 
where  he  will  use  bright  colors,  even  in- 
tense effects,  which  this  type  of  popula- 
tion is  known  to  respond  to  most  favor- 
ably in  lobby  treatment. 

So  much  of  the  effect  of  your  lobby  can 
be  heightened  or  lost  by  means  of  light- 
ing that  a word  of  warning  is  necessary 
at  this  point.  Of  course,  your  theatre 
decorating  specialist  will  not  use  gloss  fin- 
ishes on  ceilings  or  walls.  As  your  Charlie 
Chan  says,  “Exception,  please!” — he  will 
use  gloss  paints  for  canopy  ceilings,  toilet 
rooms  and  such  specialized  needs.  Gloss 
finishes  on  walls  and  ceilings  create  a hard 
glare  in  patrons’  eyes.  So  do  exposed 
bulbs.  Therefore,  as  much  of  the  lobby 
lighting  as  possible  should  be  indirect. 

Another  trend  your  experienced  theatre 
decorator  will  suggest  is  the  use  of  well- 
lighted  posters  set  in  trim,  modern  frames 
in  the  lobby  walls  to  announce  coming 
attractions.  This  tends  to  create  a clear 
lobby  area  for  traffic,  a more  harmonious 
effect,  and  avoids  the  cheapening  clutter 
of  free-standing  poster  boards,  easels  and 
other  out-moded  display  media. 

Cooperation  Cuts  Costs 
As  to  the  cost  of  decorating  a new 
lobby;  It  costs  nothing  extra  to  have 
your  architect  and  decorator  work  to- 
gether in  the  harmonious  assembling  of 
carpets,  linoleum,  fabrics,  lighting  fixtures, 
seating  and  wall  and  ceiling  decoration.  In 
fact,  there  is  closer  coordination  between 
architect,  lighting  expert,  acoustical  en- 
gineer and  decorator  now  than  ever  be- 
fore. 

If  you  are  redecorating  an  old  lobby, 
the  cost  is  infinitely  less  than  ever  before 
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* Theatre  Decorator,  Chicago,  III. 


Hannas  U Theatre,  an  Kssaness  Theatre  in  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  painted  and  decorated  I„ 

portion  ot  eeilinit— ihanipagrne;  walls— (traded  from  oranire  to  eham- 
pagne  jellow  , hands  side  ot  light  trough — powder  bine;  reflecting  surfaces — oyster  white-  doors  — 
midnight  blue;  wallpaiu-r  (left  rear)-gold  and  apricot;  ornamentation  and  stHpin^-silveV’-  earner 
ing— blue  background  with  designs  in  terra  cotta  and  ^d.  siripin„  silver,  carpet- 


Adviservice 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is  a spe- 
cialized art  requiring  counsel,  creative  talent 
and  planning  ability  whicli  are  not  usually 
available  at  all  points  of  the  country,  Mr. 
Teichert  will  be  glad  to  correspond  with  any 
of  our  readers  who  may  be  confronted  with 
decorating  problems.  All  such  inquiries  will  be 
given  prompt  attention,  without  obligation. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  MODERN  THE- 
ATRE, 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue,  Chicago,  HI. 


because  the  modern  decorative  effects  call 
for  large  masses  of  color  that  go  on 
quickly.  And  it  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  gild  every  toenail  of  a cherub  to  pro- 
duce a masterful  mural. 

Your  theatre  decorating  specialist,  be- 
cause he  knows  the  function  of  decora- 
tive effects,  can  make  your  small,  dark, 
stuffy  lobby  appear  much  larger,  lighter 
and  airier.  He  can  make  your  large,  barny, 
cold  lobby  into  a cozy,  informal,  inviting 
room  of  hearty  welcome,  also. 

But  the  important  thing  is  that  your 
modern  “magician  of  the  brush”  can  do  it 
with  less  financial  outlay  than  ever  be- 
fore because  of  the  modern  solid-color 
treatment  of  large  free  surfaces  instead 
of  having  to  go  into  expensive  and  time- 
consuming  minute  detail.  He  can  create 
murals,  abstract  and  ever-changing  to  the 
eye,  that  can  be  done  in  a fraction  of  the 
time  formerly  needed  for  old-style  murals, 
and  he  can  give  you  a “foundation”  of 
such  adaptability  that  a few  changes  of 
murals  and  lighting  can  make  it  appear 
ever  new  and  ahead  of  the  times  for  years 
to  come. 

Our  next  article  will  deal  further  with 
the  subject  of  theatre  lobbies.  In  the 
meantime,  write  us  on  any  decorating 
problem  you  may  have  and  well  gladly 
analyze  your  situation  and  give  you  some 
suggestions,  that  may  save  your  disappoint- 
ment in  the  final  solution  of  your  prob- 
lems. We’re  here  to  be  of  service  and  we 
really  want  to  help  you. 


New  Principle  in 

The  Casein  Paints 

Modern  chemistry  has  developed  many 
new  vehicles  in  paint  materials  which  have 
unique  and  desirable  characteristics  that 
adapt  them  particularly  to  interior  decora- 
tive work  in  theatres.  Some  have  prop- 
erties similar  to  the  substances  used  to 
make  modern  safety  photographic  films 
such  as  those  used  in  movie  cameras. 
They  are  also  first  cousins  to  the  com- 
pounds used  in  the  manufacture  of 
colored  billiard  balls. 

Of  a protein  base,  derived  from  com- 
pounds found  in  certain  plants  and  in 
cows’  milk,  they  are  first  produced  in 
dry  powder  form.  In  this  state  they 
readily  combine  with  water,  but  when  the 
water  evaporates  a chemical  change  takes 
place,  so  that  they  form  a tough,  clearly 
transparent  film  which  is  thereafter  prac- 
tically insoluble  in  water. 

So  in  paints  made  under  this  new  prin- 
ciple, the  pigments  are  identical  with 
those  used  in  the  best  grades  of  interior 
oil  paints.  The  vehicle  in  all  these  wash- 
able, water-thinned  paints  is  one  or  more 
of  these  new  protein-base  chemical  com- 


Lobb.v of  the  Paliiee  Theatre,  a Publix-Great  States  house  in  Peoria,  Illinois,  i>ainte(l  and  decorated 
b.v  Hanns  K.  Teieliert.  Ceilingr  over  stairs — deep  burgunrly;  pilaster  over  seat — deep  red  wine; 
dark  stripes  b.v  trough  in  Delft  blue;  reflecting  surfaces — bone  white;  walls  and  ceiling— ehain- 
pugne;  dado — burgundy;  tropical  stylized  murp-l — sepia  and  orange;  doors — lacquered  gold  leaf; 
upholster.v — oyster  white;  carpeting — Dubonnet;  decorative  stripes — silver. 


pounds  which  become  as  hard  and  tough 
as  horn  after  the  water  evaporates. 

Water  is  the  thinner — the  safest,  most 
desirable  and  cheapest  thinner  nature 
provides — an  utterly  safe  and  odorless 


solvent  that  dries  quickly  and  leaves  no 
trace  of  its  use.  The  resulting  paints 
have  properties  and  advantages  which 
are  said  to  distinguish  them  from  all 
other  paint  products. 


PARK  AVENUE'S  NORMANDIE  HAS  HOUSE  APPEAL 


Intimately  iiivitiiiff  is  the  new  Normandie  Theatre,  at  Park  Avenue  and  53rd  Street,  New  York  Citj, 
designed  by  Arehiteet  Rosario  Candela  in  replica  of  the  theatre  on  the  S.  S.  Normandie.  The  archi- 
tect has  a<-hieved  in  this  unusual  cinema  a most  outstandinj;  structure — iini<|iie  appointments,  sub- 
dued atmosphere,  distinctive,  comfortable  and  intimate.  Seated  in  chairs  luxuri<nisly  upholstered 
in  mohair  velvet.  New  York’s  smarter  audiences  will  enjoy  outstanding*  American  and  European  film 
productions.  (Photo  courtesy  L.  C.  Chase  & Co.) 
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Business  Getting  Fair  and  Warmer  . . . 
and  a Word  to  the  Wise 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


is  the  win- 
ter  of  our  dis- 
content made 
glorious  summer”  by 
ticket  registers  ring- 
ing and  coin  changers 
clanging  in  the  box- 
office.  Theatre  own- 
ers in  this  territory  so 
report  to  me;  there- 
fore, I assume  that  the 
improvement  in  at- 
tendance is  national  in 
scope. 

My  fan  maU  has  increased  since  the 
first  of  the  year,  too.  Requests  from  the- 
atre owners  for  information  and  advice 
about  positively  their  “last  air  conditioning 
installation.”  They  have  ripped  out  their 
former  ones. 

“Straws  show  which  way  the  wind 
blows.”  So  I suppose  the  many  letters  I 
receive  are  merely  straws  in  the  wind, 
since  undoubtedly  many  theatre  owners 
are  going  ahead  with  installations  that  Tve 
never  heard  of  and  will  not  hear  about 
until  and  unless  they  get  into  trouble. 

Then  my  name  is  G.  “Pix-it”  Simmons. 
Confidentially,  I rather  like  that  moniker. 
I never  dreamed  it  possible  to  fix  a job 
by  mail,  but  now  I know  that  it  can  be 
done  for  theatre  owners  who  read  these 
articles.  Of  course,  they  are  the  only  ones 
who  write  me,  anyhow.  I get  all  the  com- 
plaints. 

Letters  Sprout  Inspiration 

These  articles  have  contained  basic,  sim- 
ple information  that  now  sprouts  out  of 
your  letters  to  me  like  weeds  in  a cabbage 
patch,  making  it  so  much  easier  for  me 
to  help  you  now  than  it  was  a few  months 
ago. 

No  need  of  your  taking  anything  on 
faith,  even  from  me.  Many  of  you  are 
now  showing  a disposition  to  do  so.  I ap- 
preciate the  compliment  but  I don’t  like 
the  responsibility.  This  confusion  of  mind 
about  air  conditioning  has  got  to  go.  Should 
anybody  try  to  further  complicate  the  sub- 
ject for  you  by  talking  in  terms  you  don’t 
understand,  tie  a can  to  him  with  my  com- 
pliments. 

Should  anyone  quote  you  a price,  check 


*Air  Co-nditioning  Engineer,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


it.  Or,  ask  and  we’ll  do  it  for  you.  We  do 
know  what  is  an  honest  price  for  honest 
merchandise.  We  have  saved  some  own- 
ers from  getting  stuck  with  second-hand 
goods  at  higher  than  new  merchandise 
prices.  Not  only  that,  but  we  can  tell  if 
the  apparatus  is  the  proper  size  for  your 
job. 

There  are  manufacturers  of  dependable 
air  conditioning  apparatus.  I guess  I know 
most  of  them.  My  personal  selection  and 
use  of  their  equipment  enables  me  to  know 
prices  and  results  before  a dime  is  spent 
by  you.  Such  experience  enables  me  to 
know,  when  you  tell  me  what  you  already 
have,  whether  any  or  all  of  it  can  be  used 
to  secure  a good  job. 

An  example:  Only  today,  I delivered  to 
a local  theatre  owner  a set  of  plans  show- 
ing a complete  conditioning  system  for  a 
house  he  is  modernizing;  but  I specified 
an  entirely  different  blower  than  the  one 
he  bought  for  the  purpose  all  by  himself. 
I guess  he  bought  it  cheaply  enough;  but 
a cheap  price  is  not  enough. 

Yet  he  proposes  to  use  it  anyhow.  I 
should  worry!  I calmly  told  him  to  go 
ahead  and  try  it,  venturing  the  hope  that 
he  would  listen  to  me  next  time.  He  will 
be  stuck  with  the  installation  and  re- 
moval costs  of  that  blower,  which  will  no 
doubt  amount  to  plenty  more  than  he  paid 
for  it  in  the  first  place. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  I’m  not  ask- 


Ave  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  ex- 
plained in  common,  non-technical, 
every-day  terms  becomes  less  baffling 
to  the  man  who  wants  to  buy  equip- 
ment. If  you  are  confused  regarding 
the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon 
H.  Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  outlining  your 
conditions,  seating  capacity,  room 
dimensions,  present  equipment,  etc. 
Give  him  the  facts,  ENCLOSE  POST- 
AGE for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to 
analyze  your  layout  and  give  you  un- 
biased recommendations  on  your  re- 
quirements. 


ing  him  to  take  my  say-so  on  faith.  I told 
this  man  exactly  how  much  air  his  job 
will  need,  which  is  beyond  the  capacity 
of  the  blower  he  bought.  I can  give  you 
the  amount  of  air  your  job  needs,  if  you 
give  me  the  number  of  seats,  room  di- 
mensions and  geographic  location.  If  you 
already  have  a blower  fit  to  deliver  this 
amount  of  air,  go  ahead  and  use  it.  But 
if  you  haven’t,  don’t  try. 

Now  if  you  theatre  men  will  pardon  the 
intrusion  at  this  point,  I want  to  dedicate 
the  balance  of  this  article  to  certain  manu- 
facturers of  reliable  equipment  who  are 
reading  me.  You’re  indirectly  involved  in 
the  discussion,  too,  so  read  on  if  you  want 
to.  It  won’t  hurt  you — may  help  you. 


For  Manufacturers  Only 


I know  many  of  you  personally.  Behind 
your  backs  and  under  my  breath,  I have 
called  you  names.  Why?  Simply  because 
you  take  the  business  I’ve  given  you  with- 
out doing  a darn  thing  to  deserve  it  out- 
side of  manufacturing  good  stuff.  When  I 
say  “given  you,”  I mean  just  that. 

Some  of  you  manufacturers  are  work- 
ing a great  hardship  on  me  by  your  fail- 
ure to  advertise  your  products  to  theatre 
owners.  Tm  getting  fed  up  with  spon- 
soring “tmheard  of”  products.  Granted 
this  may  be  what  you  call  a “vertical  mar- 
ket;” but  it  is  one  you’d  better  pay  at- 
tention to  if  you  ever  hope  to  place  the 
air  conditioning  industry  in  better  favor 
with  the  theatre-going  public. 

One  lousy  theatre  job  can  sour  air  con- 
ditioning as  such  in  the  minds  of  thou- 
sands of  people.  It’s  already  done  so.  I’ve 
fixed  up  many  sour  ones  throughout  the 
country,  but  by  the  time  I fix  one  there 
are  twenty  more  that  need  fixing.  Maybe 
I am  working  for  glory.  I’m  getting  a 
little,  too;  but  you  guys  work  for  the  cash 
— and  how  you  work  for  it. 

Granted  that  some  of  you  give  me  spe- 
cial factory  discounts  because  of  mass  pur- 
chasing power.  Brothers,  you’re  not  giv- 
ing me  anything,  except  a few  compli- 
ments which  naturally  are  appreciated. 
You  get  confidential  with  me  in  your  let- 
ters and  state  “what  is  needed  is  better 
air  conditioning  information  available  to 
the  public.”  I agree  with  you,  heartily. 
But  your  cooperation  is  needed,  too. 

Inquiries  Are  Increasing 

Hardly  a day  passes  but  some  theatre 
owner  asks  me  to  tell  him  what  he  needs. 

I not  only  recommend  and  specify  for 
him,  but  I also  intend  to  see  that  he  is 
protected  against  exorbitant  overcharges 
for  what  he  needs.  Also  that  he  gets  the 
right  result,  which  I try  to  plan  for  him. 

Personally,  I don’t  give  a good  conti- 
nental about  what  “brand”  of  apparatus 
he  buys.  Just  so  he  patronizes  a manu- 
facturer of  meritorious  merchandise.  I ask 
no  manufacturer  to  guarantee  against  any- 
thing except  defects  in  material  and 
workmanship.  I guarantee  results,  and  it 
is  my  business  to  see  that  properly  en- 
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gineered  products  are  properly  utilized  in 
the  field  and  on  the  job. 

I’m  working  for  the  theatre  owner — my 
client:  so  let’s  keep  the  record  straight. 
But  I often  have  to  work  like  hell  with  the 
theatre  owner  to  persuade  him  to  install 
nationally  known  brands  of  equipment  that 
never  have  been  advertised  in  theatre  trade 
papers.  Why  shouldn’t  the  theatre  owner 
be  dubious?  I don’t  blame  him.  You 
don’t  have  to  tell  me.  Sell  him! 

In  today’s  mail  another  theatre  owner 
from  Missouri  wants  my  verdict  on  a pro- 
posal he  has  received  in  regard  to  a blower. 
He  states  that  the  blower  salesman  prom- 
ises him  a complete  air  change  in  his  house 
every  sixty  seconds. 

In  Wisconsin,  we  are  going  to  have  a 
State  Inspector  of  Air  Conditioning  to  pre- 
vent just  that  sort  of  selling.  Sixty  sec- 
onds indeed!  The  time  is  past  when  gusts 
and  breezes  and  gales  of  wind  can  be  con- 
sidered air  conditioning — or  when  torna- 
does can  be  created  in  a theatre  with  im- 
punity, regardless  of  what  name  it  is  called. 
'The  public  has  some  rights.  They  buy  a 
ticket  for  a seat  and  they  are  entitled  to 
stay  in  a seat,  without  being  blown  out 
of  it  by  the  hmricanes  sold  by  high  pres- 
sure salesmen. 

Nobody  knows  better  than  I do  that  this 
department  is  serving  a useful  purpose. 
“An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a pound 
of  cure.”  Well,  when  this  theatre  owner 
gets  my  letter  of  reply,  he’ll  caU  it  a ton 
of  prevention.  I’m  going  to  tell  him  the 
proper  size  of  blower  to  use,  the  speed  at 
which  it  should  rim  for  quiet  operation, 
and  mention  the  names  of  a few  recog- 
nized blower  manufacturers. 

What  exhibitors  want  to  know  is  “what 
do  I need  in  the  way  of  equipment,  how 
should  it  be  installed,  and  how  much  wiU 
it  cost?”  It’s  as  simple  as  that. 

Well,  I’m  the  fair-haired  boy  who  can 
answer  these  simple  questions,  and  I do. 
Yes,  I give  it  to  ’em  straight  because  I 
can  afford  to.  In  fact,  I can’t  afford  not 
to.  I am  engaged  in  a legitimate  business 
and  unless  some  decent  standards  of  en- 
gineering practice  are  incorporated  into 
mass  theatre  air  conditioning,  the  entire 
industry  will  continue  to  be  retarded  in 
its  progress.  Every  “bust”  installation 
creates  a black  eye  for  all  of  us. 

Business  is  getting  “fair  and  warmer.” 
But  I am  getting  hot.  I call  things  by 
their  right  names,  even  if  I do  have  to 
lay  off  of  “people.”  There’s  going  to  be 
a lot  of  money  spent  on  theatre  air  con- 
ditioning this  year;  going  to  be  a lot  of 
good  jobs  installed,  too,  and  I intend  to 
do  my  share.  But  there’s  going  to  be  a 
lot  of  fish  caught  this  summer,  too,  af- 
ter I’m  all  caught  up  with  my  work. 

This  is  a “vertical  market”  as  some  of 
you  manufacturers  may  call  it.  Straight 
up  and  down.  But  at  the  moment  and  I 
think  for  some  time  to  come,  it’ll  be  defi- 
nitely up.  Don’t  say  I didn’t  tell  you. 
I might  exaggerate  a little  about  the  size 
fish  I caught  that  got  away,  or  the  num- 
ber of  fish  I almost  brought  back  to  town, 
but  depend  on  it,  when  I am  serious  I 
am  definitely  that  way  and  I don’t  make 
serious  statements  without  plenty  of  facts 
to  back  them  up.  You  “horizontal”  mind- 
ed merchandisers  of  air  conditioning 
equipment  had  better  get  “vertical”  on 
theatre  business  or  you’ll  fall  behind  on 
sales.  Mark  what  I tell  you. 


SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  imagrinary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mis* 
representing'  reader  interest.  Original  sigmed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  subject  to  the  ap* 
proTal  of  correspondents. 


Shades  of  Ol’  Jesse  James!  From  the 
state  of  his  nativity — in  Old  Missouri — 
comes  a missive  from  a reader  who  wrote 
us  for  advice  apparently  in  the  nick  of 
time.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the  ghost 
of  old  Jesse  rides  again? 

The  Letter:  “Following  up  your  letter 
of  September  13,  1938,  I am  enclosing  a 
new  drawing  of  my  theatre.  I do  not  think 
any  of  my  present  equipment  will  be  any 
good  as  the  fan  is  a home-made  one  and 
the  motor  a one-horse-power.  Tlie  screen 
goes  up  against  the  ceiling  but  there  is 
plenty  of  space  on  each  side  of  the  screen 
and  over  the  doors  on  each  side  that  go 
into  the  back  room. 

“Our  well  for  city  water  is  1,700  feet 
deep  and  is  cool  enough  to  do  a real  cool- 
ing job.  A company  wants  to  sell  me  a 
large  36-inch  blower,  two-speed  three- 
horse -power  motor,  and  set  it  on  the  floor 
with  the  outlet  turned  up  just  under  the 
window  and  put  ducts  on  each  side  of  the 
screen  about  one  and  a half  feet  above 
the  doors  going  into  the  back  room.  The 
ducts  about  three  feet  square,  which  he 
says  will  change  the  air  every  60  seconds. 

“As  the  river  is  about  two  and  a half 
blocks  from  the  back  of  the  building,  which 
is  west,  the  building  faces  east.  He  thinks 
this  will  cool  the  theatre  and  if  not,  to 
go  on  the  outside  and  put  a water  system 
over  the  window  in  the  rear. 

“On  Saturday  night  we  can  put  about 
240  people  in  the  theatre.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  you  at  once  as  I must  try  to 
get  this  up  by  May  1st. — G.C.C.” 

The  Answer:  “I  don’t  want  to  throw  you 
for  a duct  distribution  system  if  it  can 
be  avoided  because  of  its  cost.  But  I need 
to  know  if  we  can  locate  a diffusion  grille 
120  inches  long  by  18  inches  high  direct- 
ly over  the  screen  and  in  the  proscenium 
arch. 

“If  this  is  not  possible,  then  can  we 
locate  two  such  grilles  each  60  inches  long 
by  18  inches  high  on  each  side  of  the 
stage  and  within  one  foot  of  the  ceiling? 
This  arrangement  is  not  as  good  as  the 
one  grille  120  inches  by  18  inches  directly 
above  center  of  stage,  but  it  may  be  as 
good  as  we  can  do. 

“You  report  a maximum  human  load  of 
240  people.  This  means  we  need  7,500 
c.f.m.  of  air  at  one  inch  static  pressure, 
and  the  blower  outlet  velocity  should  not 
exceed  1,200  feet  per  minute.  Since  the 
blower  will  be  located  near  the  sound 
equipment,  we  must  guard  against  noise. 
Therefore,  I want  a noise  isolation  base 
under  this  blower,  and  I want  to  know 
what  is  offered  before  you  buy  it. 

“Maybe  our  blower  salesman  will  offer 
something  that  will  eliminate  the  noise 
every  sixty  seconds.  Am  I burned  up! 

“I  can’t  tell  you  anything  about  the 
cooling  equipment  and  I won’t  either,  un- 
til I’m  told  about  the  temperature  of  that 
water.  Wouldn’t  I be  in  the  dog  house  if 
you  wrote  the  editor  later  on  that  you 
took  my  advice  but  it  was  sour?  So  you 


won’t  get  anything  out  of  me  that  isn’t 
good  and  sweet.  I know  which  side  of  my 
bread  has  butter  on  it. 

“In  your  letter  of  January  9th,  I note 
you  say  the  ‘screen  goes  up  against  the 
ceiling.’  So  therefore  we  are  stuck  with 
a ‘Hobson’s  choice.’  Two  60  inch  by  18 
inch  grilles  on  each  side  of  the  stage, 
but  high  up  for  goodness  sake,  will  have 
to  do. 

“Get  me  the  temperature  of  that  water 
and  I’ll  make  you  a layout  showing  how 
the  apparatus  should  be  assembled,  as  well 
as  what  it  should  cost  if  you  buy  it  right. 
If  you  know  the  summer  temperature  at 
your  spigot,  we  will  be  making  no  guesses. 
Failing  that,  I want  its  temperature  at 
the  pumping  station  as  well  as  the  dis- 
tance in  miles  to  your  theatre. 

“With  such  reliable  information,  I can 
teU  you  what  results  you  will  get  before 
you  spend  a dime,  as  well  as  how  many 
dimes  to  spend.  Follow  my  instruction  all 
the  way  and  I’ll  be  responsible  for  the 
result.  Follow  that  blower  salesman’s  ad- 
vice and  I’ll  be  ‘laffing  at  you.’ — G.  H.  S.” 


“MAGIC-WEATHER” 


FANS  AIR-WASHERS 


COMBINATION  UNITS 
HIGH  QUALITY  LOW  COST 
COOLING  EQUIPMENT 
FOR  THEATRES 

Buy  Npw  for  Early  Spring  Delivery. 


222  NORTH  16V  STREET.  ..OMAHA.  NEBR 
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iron  work  of  the  projection  ports  shall  be 
covered  with  at  least  two  coats  of  flat 
black  paint. 

(11.2)  Floor  Covering. — Where  local 
regulations  permit,  the  floors  of  the  pro- 
jection room  and  rewind  room  should  be 
covered  with  a good  grade  of  battleship 
linoleum  cemented  to  the  floor.  The  floor 
covering  should  be  laid  before  the  equip- 
ment is  installed. 


Port  Shutters  and  Other  Points  in 
Projection  Room  Planning 


MN  no  other  department  of  the  modern 
theatre  is  there  greater  need  for  in- 
genious planning  than  the  structural 
formation  and  fittings  of  the  projection 
room.  One  seemingly  slight  oversight  in 
the  layout  of  this  important  element  of 
the  new  or  remodeled  theatre  may  seri- 
ously affect  the  operating  efficiency  of  the 
entire  plant.  The  projection  room,  there- 
fore, should  be  most  carefully  draughted 
in  advance  of  construction  or  the  pur- 
chase of  equipment. 

This  is  the  final  installment  of  our 
serialized  presentation  of  the  current  re- 
port of  the  Projection  Practice  Committee 
of  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engi- 
neers, as  published  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Society.* 

The  Committee’s  report  and  recommen- 
dations on  general  construction  details, 
electrical  wiring,  lighting  and  ventilation 
have  appeared  in  the  two  previous  issues. 
The  presentation  is  now  concluded  with 
the  remainder  of  the  report,  as  follows: 

Port  Shutters 

(9.1)  Construction. — Each  port  opening 
shall  be  provided  with  a gravity  shutter 
of  approved  construction.  Said  shutter  and 
guides  shall  be  made  of  not  less  than  10- 
gauge  iron,  and  the  shutter  should  set 
into  the  guides  not  less  than  1 inch  at 
sides  and  bottom  and  overlap  the  top  of 
the  port  opening  by  not  less  than  1 inch, 
when  closed.  Guide  parts  should  prefer- 
ably be  welded  (see  Fig.  5) . Shutters  shall 
be  suspended,  arranged,  and  inter-con- 
nected, so  that  all  port  shutters  will  close 
upon  the  operating  of  some  suitable  fusible 
or  mechanical  releasing  device,  designed 
to  operate  automatically  in  case  of  fire  or 
other  contingency  requiring  immediate  and 
complete  isolation  of  the  contents  of  the 
projection  room  from  other  portions  of  the 
building.  Each  shutter  shall  have  its  own 
individual  fusible  link  directly  above  it.  A 
fusible  link  shall  be  located  also  above 
each  upper  projector  magazine,  which 
upon  operating  shall  close  all  the  shut- 
ters. There  shall  also  be  provided  suit- 
able means  for  manually  closing  all  shut- 
ters simultaneously  from  any  projector 
head  and  from  a point  near  each  door 
within  the  projection  room.  Shutters  shall 
be  free-acting.  Shutters  on  openings  not 
in  use  shall  always  be  kept  closed. 

•Report  of  Projection  Practice  Committee,  Jour- 
nal S.M.P.E..  Vol.  XXI,  No.  5,  November,  1938. 


There  are  a number  of  ways  of  arranging 
the  shutter  control  system.  All  large  shut- 
ters such  as  for  spotlamps  and  special- 
effect  machines  (when  used)  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  weights  to  facilitate  operating 
them  manually. 

9.2  Noise  Transmission. — The  Commit- 
tee recommends  the  use  of  means  other 
than  glass  in  projection  ports  to  prevent 
transmission  of  noise  from  the  projection 
room  to  the  auditorium,  such  as  reduc- 
ing the  free  aperture  of  the  port  to  the 
minimum  size  necessary  for  projection  by 
use  of  fire-proof  sound  baffles. 

Observation  ports  shall  be  fitted  with  a 
good  grade  of  plate  glass  set  in  a metal 
frame  at  an  angle 
to  the  vertical  to 
avoid  direct  reflec- 
tion, and  easily  re- 
moving from  the 
inside  of  the  pro- 
jection room  for 
cleaning.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  glass  is 
to  prevent  trans- 
mission of  noise 
into  the  auditor- 
ium. 

Heating 

(10.1)  General. — 

Proper  provision 
shall  be  made  for 
heating  the  projec- 
tion room.  The 
same  facilities  used 
for  heating  the  the- 
atre should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  pro- 
jection room. 

Painting  and  Floor 

Covering 

(11.1)  Painting. — 

The  color  of  the 
walls  shall  be  olive 
green  to  the  height 
of  the  acoustic 
plaster.  The  latter 
should  be  painted 
in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of 
the  material,  pre- 
ferably a dull  buff 
color.  The  ceiling 
should  likewise  be 
painted  white.  All 


Equipment 

(12.1)  Projection  Room. — All  equipment 
to  be  used  in  the  projection  room  should 
be  of  approved  type  including  the  pro- 
jectors, arc  lamps,  sound  equipment,  etc. 

All  shelves,  furniture  and  fixtures  within 
the  projection  suite  shall  be  constructed  of 
metal  or  other  incombustible  material.  A 
metal  container  for  hot  carbon  stubs  shall 
be  provided. 

Adequate  locker  space  shall  also  be  pro- 
vided. 

(12.2)  Rewind  Room. — In  the  rewind 
room  shall  be  provided  an  approved  fire- 
proof film  safe  or  cabinet,  a table,  ap- 
proved revdnd  equipment,  a splicer,  and 
approved  scrap  film  can  (Fig.  7). 

The  film  safe  or  cabinet  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  25,000  feet  of  35mm  film. 

All  tables  and  racks  and  all  furniture 
shall  be  of  metal  or  other  non-combustible 
material  and  should  be  kept  at  least  4 
inches  away  from  any  radiator  or  heating 


Fi|r.  5.  Kxainple  of  j)ort  shutter  construction.  Although  this  construction 
shows  rivets,  spot  welding  is  preferable. 


64 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


apparatus.  Tables  shall  not  be 
provided  with  racks  or  shelves  be- 
neath them  whereon  may  be  kept 
film  or  other  materials. 

The  scrap  film  can  shall  have  an 
automatic-closing  hinged  cover 
and  so  arranged  that  the  scrap 
film  is  kept  under  water  at  all 
times. 

Quantities  of  collodion,  amyl 
acetate,  or  other  similar  inflam- 
mable cements  or  liquids  kept  in 
the  rewind  room  for  the  purpose 
of  splicing  film,  shall  not  exceed 
one  half  pint. 

No  stock  of  inflammable  ma- 
terials of  any  sort  whatsoever 
shall  be  permitted  within  the  re- 
wind suite  except  as  specifically 
mentioned  herein. 

All  splices  of  film  shall  be  made 
with  approved  mechanical  cutting 
and  splicing  machines.  No  hand 
cutting  or  splicing  shall  be  per- 
mitted. 

Film  shall  be  kept  in  the  film 
cabinets  at  all  times  except  when 
being  projected  or  rewound.  Any 
films  in  addition  to  those  used  for 
the  current  showing  or  in  excess 
of  that  permitted  by  local  authori- 
ties shall  be  kept  in  their  original  ship- 
ping containers. 

(12.3)  Fire  Extinguishing  Equipment. — 
Local  authorities  having  jurisdiction  with 
regard  to  fire  extinguishing  equipment 
should  be  consulted  regarding  the  proper 
types,  numbers  and  locations. 

Miscellaneous 


Fijr.  7.  Rewind  room  layout,  showing:  required 
equipment. 

the  projector  and  arc  lamps,  operate  the 
port  shutter  release  at  the  point  nearest 
him,  turn  on  the  auditorium  lights,  leave 
the  projection  room  immediately,  and  noti- 
fy the  manager  of  the  theatre  or  building. 
An  automatic  switch  is  recommended  for 
the  electrical  operations  mentioned. 


(13.1)  “No  smoking”  signs  should  be 
posted  in  prominent  places  and  matches 
should  not  be  carried  by  any  employe. 

(13.2)  Operation. — ^Motion  picture  pro- 
jectors shall  be  operated  by  and  shall  be 
in  charge  of  qualified  projectionists  who 
shall  not  be  minors.  The  projectionist 
should  be  stationed  constantly  at  the  oper- 
ating side  of  the  projector  while  it  is  in 
operation.  A proper  factor  of  safety  in 
operation,  as  well  as  avoidance  of  imper- 
fect operation  of  projection  equipment,  or 
imjustified  interruptions  of  service  can  be 
attained  only  by  having  an  adequate  per- 
sonnel in  the  projection  room. 

(13.3)  Action  in  Case  of  Fire. — In  the 
event  of  film  fire  in  the  projector  or  else- 
where in  a projection  or  rewind  room,  the 
projectionist  shall  immediately  shut  down 


New  Projector  Shutter 
Improves  Screen  Light 

A simple  shutter  development,  adaptable 
to  all  makes  of  projectors,  is  announced 
by  Colortone  Sales  Corporation,  of  Chi- 
cago. Called  the  “Day-Lite”  shutter,  the 
device  incorporates  what  is  known  as  “the 
magic  eye”  which  color  corrects  the  com- 
mon arc  light  to  such  an  extent  that  high 
intensity  results  are  said  to  be  possible 
with  low  amperage  lamps  when  the  shut- 
ter is  used.  Tests  in  several  theatres  using 
low  intensity  arcs  are  said  to  have  shown 
remarkable  improvement  in  the  screen  re- 
sults. The  shutter  is  adaptable  to  all 
standard  equipment. 


The  wise  showman  is  one  who  knows  that  uniform  light  on 
the  screen  helps  to  keep  uniformly  large  crowds  coming 
to  his  theatre. 

The  TRANSVERTER  is  especially  important  in  Simplified 
High  Intensity  Projection. 

Sold  through  The  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  in  Canada, 
General  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  or  write  us 

THE  HERTNER  ELECTRIC  CO. 

12695  Elmwood  Avenue  Cleveland,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 

EXCLUSIVE  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  TRANSVERTER 


As  Important 
As  Air  Conditioning 


Clear  pictures,  all  of  the  time,  are  as 
necessary  as  clear,  fresh  air  and  year 
'round  temperature  control.  Don't  take 
chancesl  Replace  worn,  soiled  or  gray 
screens  promptlyl  There's  a Da-Lite 
Screen  with  the  right  surface  for  your 
theatre. 


Da-Llte  Screen  Co./  Inc. 

2725  N.  Crawford  Ave.  Chicago,  111. 


PHOTOELECTRIC  CELLS 


STANDARD  SINCE  1925 


Get  spare  photocells  for  your 
projectors.  It  pays.  Order 
from  your  supply  dealer! 


G-M  LABORATORIES/  INC. 

Dept.  J - 1731  Belmont  * Chicago 

r::~- 3 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  4,  1939 


65 


Best  Spotlights 

COMPACT..  POWERFUL..  EFFICIENT 


Durable  black  wrinkle  boked-on  enamel  finish.  Com- 
plete with  asbestos  cord,  plug,  polished  reflector,  high 
grade  optical  glass  lens,  Universal  bracket  for  mount- 
ing anywhere,  and  color  holder. 


INTERESTED 

In  Lower  Operating  Cost? 
Then  Investigate  The 

bTABILARC 


Motor  Generator 


42-60-80  VOLT  MULTIPLE 
35  VOLT  UNITWIN 


AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown,  Pa. 

Export  Office: 

220  W.  42nd  St.,  New  York  City 
Also  Manufacturers  of  Allentoun  Steel 
Curtain  Tracks  and  Curtain  Machines 


GENERAL 
S E ATI  N G 
COMPANY 

CH  I CAGO 


TROUBLE-SHOOTERS  THROW  A BIRTHDAY  PARTY 


To  celebrate  Altec  Service  Corporation’s  first  birthday,  pioneer  Altecmen  threw  a luncheon  at 
Gallaffher’s  for  President  L.  W.  (Mike)  Conrow  and  Vice-President  G.  G.  Carringrton.  Reading:  from 
left  to  rig-ht:  Bert  Sanford,  F.  C.  Gilbert,  H.  M.  Bessey,  L.  W.  Conrow,  G.  L.  Carrington,  B.  Z. 
Walters,  A.  J.  Kadeinacher  and  A F.  Lyman. 


Property  improvement  is  about  the  only 
thing  a theatre-owner  can  rely  on  these 
days  for  better  business  at  the  boxoffice. 
Other  tricks  have  been  tried  without  much 
success  or  permanency. 


The  movie-going  habit  is  returning, 
thanks  to  the  progressiveness  of  certain 
showmen  who  are  as  much  concerned  with 
properties  as  they  are  with  pictures. 


Theatre  equipment  is  bought  largely  on 
past  reputation.  But  reputations  often 
decline  and  quality  escapes  before  you 
suspect  it.  So  don’t  be  too  sure  that  the 
“old  reliable”  isn’t  a has-been. 


Picture  grosses  would  be  much  greater 
if  all  pictures,  including  both  hits  and 
misses,  were  shown  in  modern,  well-equip- 
ped theatres. 


7i<‘J  avoxi  te 


I'exuwke.’re 


STRONG 

UNCONDITIONALLY 

GUARANTEED 

PROJECTION 
ARC  LAMPS 


THE 


STRONG 


EIECTHIC  COkPOHAIION 

2501  LAGRANGE  STREET  ♦ TOLEDO,  OHIO 
Export  Of/ire:  Room  'J002,  220  W.  42nd  St,  New  York  Cily 


Your  Guide  to 
Better  Projection 


For  Sale  by  Independent  Theatre  Supply  Dealers 
Everywhere.  Demonstration  without  obligation. 
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TWIN  "65" 


A peep  inside  Forest  Manufacturing  Cor- 
poration’s new  “Twin  65’’  magnesium  sul- 
phide projection  rectifier  discloses  some 
interesting  improvements  recently  effected 


in  this  type  of  equipment.  Among  the 
features  lately  incorporated  are  these:  A 
newly  designed  type  3-phase  fan  which 
requires  no  oiling  or  particular  attention; 
a set  of  protective  fuses,  located  between 
the  transformer  secondary  and  its  associ- 
ated rectifier  element,  an  exclusive  devel- 
opment in  this  type  of  rectifier  for  pro- 
jection purposes;  a new  mounting  of  rec- 
tifying units;  two  individual  trays  of  rec- 
tifying elements,  one  for  each  projection 
lamp,  so  mounted  that  both  are  directly 
over  transformer  assembly  and  directly 
beneath  the  exhaust  fan;  obstructions  that 
would  hinder  the  amount  of  air  exhaust- 
ed to  keep  the  elements  at  their  desired 
temperature  are  eliminated;  general  sim- 
plification of  construction  is  visible  in  the 
illustration,  which  also  shows  the  acces- 
sibility features  built  into  this  type  recti- 
fier. 


SPEEDY 


placed  the  mercury  tubes  of  previous 
models.  It  is  now  unnecessary  to  fasten 
the  foot  switches  to  the  floor,  as  they  may 
be  placed  in  any  position  desired  by  the 
projectionist.  Only  positive  foot  pressure 
can  make  contact;  thus  accidental  switch- 
ing on  is  eliminated. 


Convenience  is  always  a consoling  con- 
sideration to  theatre  patrons.  Anything 
that  contributes  to  better  service  in  the 
theatre  is  a worth-while  provision. 


Vending  machines  are  now  in  vogue 
throughout  the  industry.  To  be  able  to 
serve  themselves  with  cigarettes,  confec- 
tions and  even  cold  drinks  is  a conveni- 
ence to  patrons  that  can  be  made  to  pay 
an  extra  profit. 


Save  Time 


AVOID  MISTAKES 


Handsome  Coinometer 
is  mechanically  perfect 
coin  - changer.  Works 
with  new  or  worn  coins. 
Guaranteed  for  10  years. 
Used  and  approved  by 
thousands  of  theatres. 
No  theatre  should  be 
without  it.  Write  TO- 
DAY for  complete 
descriptive  circular 
and  price  list. 

Universal 
Stamping  & 

Mfg.  Co. 

2839  N.  Western 
Ave., 

Chicago,  111. 


COINOMETER 


NOW  YOU  CAN  AFFORD  BETTER  PROJECTION 

Install  DAY-LITE  SHUTTERS 

(Pat.  Pending) 


ON  YOUR  PRESENT  EQUIPMENT 


Every  picture  you  exhibit  is 
thrown  on  the  screen  in  per- 
fect black  and  white,  with  the 
clearest  definition  of  every  detail. 

And  when  you  use  DAY-LITE 
SHUTTERS  with  the  Magic  Eye, 
your  lighting  is  not  only  purest 
white,  but  it  is  vision  right — easy 
on  the  eyes — free  from  tiresome 
glare,  flicker,  haziness  and  off- 
color strain. 

To  get  and  maintain  the  highest, 
easiest  and  whitest  brilliance  for 
your  screen  no  longer  necessitates 
a burdensome  outlay  for  new 
equipment.  The  new  DAY-LITE 
SHUTTERS  produce  the  finest 
white  light  any  theatre  can  have  for  motion  pictures.  They  are  adaptable 
to  any  standard  equipment. 

A pair  of  DAY-LITE  SHUTTERS  with  the  Magic  Eye  installed  on  your  projec- 
tors will  give  you  that  High  Intensity  screen  effect  you  need  at  a cost  you  can 
well  afford.  Make  a comparative  screen  test  yourself.  Install  DAY-LITE 
SHUTTERS  in  ten  minutes.  Try  them  out  for  three  days— at  our  risk. 


AND  MAKE  THIS  MUCH  DIF- 
FERENCE ON  YOUR  SCREEN 


SATISFACTION  OR  YOUR  MONEY  BACK 

Fill  out  and  mail  this  order  form  now.  A pair  of  DAY-LITE  SHUTTERS  to  fit 
your  needs  will  be  shipped  you  via  Parcel  Post  C.O.D.,  including  installation 
and  operating  instructions.  Try  them  out  for  three  days.  If  then  you're  not 
satisfied,  return  them  and  get  your  money  back. 

COLORTONE  SALES  CORPORATION 

120  S.  LaSALLE  ST.,  CHICAGO.  ILL. 


COLORTONE  SALES  CORPORATION 

120  S.  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111.  Date 

Gentlemen: 

Please  ship  immediately,  via  Parcel  Post  C.O.D.,  one  pair  of  DAY-LITE  SHUTTERS  with 
the  Magic  Eye.  If  not  satisfied  we  will  return  the  shutters  within  3 days  and  you  will 
refund  our  money. 


□ Low  Intensity  1. 

$39.75  per  pair  2 

□ Hi-Low  Intensity  3. 

$49.75  per  pair  ^ 

□ High  Intensity  5. 


Prices  on  request 


Amperes  

Size  and  Type  of  Carbon 

Make  of  Head  

Type  of  Lamp  

Front  or  Rear  Shutter  

Make  of  Shutter  and  Size  of  Shaft 


A demonstrating  unit  of  the  Golde 
Manufacturing  Company’s  “Super  Speed” 
changeover  system,  a recently  improved 
product  in  which  micro  switches  have  re- 


Name  of  Theatre 

Address  City State 

Signed  by Title 
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iHf  suppLy  nofiT 


WHAT  YOU  MAY  NEED 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


THE  SERVICE 
ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE 

MOTION  PICTURE 
INDUSTRY 


JtLTEC 

250  W,  57th  Street 
New  York  City 


WHEN  YOU  FASTEN  ANYTHING 
IN  MASONRY,  DEPEND  ON  THESE 
CHICAGO  PRODUCTS 
Expansion  nuts  where  exterior  finish 
is  important. 

Four  theatre  style  expansion  bolts 
for  fastening  theatre  seats  perma- 
nently. 

Drill  points,  chucks  and  setting  tools. 
SEE  TOUR  DEALER  — or  write  us. 

CHICAGO  EXPANSION  BOLT  CO. 

Room  601,  134  S.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago 


iRWIN  SEATING 

famous  for  its 

“NECK  TO  KNEE"  COMFORT 

AND  SNAPPY  APPEARANCE 

mWIN  SEATING  COMPANY 

Grand  Kapids,  Michk 
Distributed  by  National  Theatre  Supply  Co. 


Specify  GoldE  standard 
Products  and  know  you 
have  the  best  in  Spotlights, 
Rewinds,  Rewind  Tables, 
Film  Cabinets,  New  Alum- 
inum Magazines,  Stereopti- 
cons.  Cleaner  Stands,  New 
Roto-Chrome  Color  Spot- 
light, Changeover,  Take- 
ups,  etc.  — New  Catalog. 

GOLDE  MFG.  CO. 

1214-23  W.  Madison  St. 

Chicago,  lUinois 


EZY-RUG  Colored  Rubber  Link  MATTING 


ftodgcM  <l*«nine  and  rede<orating  <o»tt . . . Provenr* 

»lipping  on  wot  (loering Prolengt  tho  life  of  vovr 

<orp«H  . . Modernizot  ond  boautifio*  your  lobby. 


AMERICAN  MAT  CORPORATION 

1719  ADAMS  STREET  TOLEDO,  OHIO 

A Mot  for  Every  Purpose 


SPREADING  EDMFDRT 
TD  MILLIONS' 

SEATCaRPDRATIQNi 

UNION  CITY.INDIANA. 


Smart  Interiors 

Compiete  Interior  Decorations — Draperies — 
Stage  Curtains — Miirais 

Seventeen  years  superior  value  and  superior 
service  is  your  guarantee  of  complete  satis- 
faction. Inquiries  invited. 

Novelty  Scenic  Studios,  Inc. 

320  MTIST  48TH  ST.,  NEW  YORK  CITY 
Installations  Everywhere!  


Something  Entirely  New  in  Theatre  Dec- 
oration! Predecorated,  beautifully  finished 
KOLOR-TRIM  MOLDINGS  for  use  with  NU- 
WOOD  — the  modern  interior  finish  that 
decorates,  insulates,  controls  sound. 

Write  for  complete  facts. 

WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 
Room  134-R  First  National  Bank  Building 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN. 


DS 

( Skd  BLOWERS 

1.__  v,4*n!iloting, 


NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY  — WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


For  - - - 
YOU  Can 
Have  - - - 
With  - - - 


A SMALL  INVESTMENT 

A MODERN  LOBBY 

DE-FI  ALL  METAL  CHROM- 
IUM INSERT  FRAMES. 


Write  for  sample — No  charge. 

DE-FI  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

17  No.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  111. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 
BARGAINS— 

You'll  Find  Them  Regularly 
in  THE  CLEARING  HOUSE 

in  BOXOFFICE 


"AIR  CONDITIONING" 

o/  the  March  4th  issue  of  the  MODERN 
THEATRE  section  ....  The  editors  are 
preparing  something  special— so  don^t 
miss  it! 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


MODERN  MATERIALS  MOTIVATE  THIS  MARQUEE 


The  canopy  of  the  Rialto  Theatre,  at  Champaign,  Illinois,  is  representative  of  what  it  takes  to  re- 
store Interest  in  movie-going.  A colorful  combination  of  streamline  design,  ample  lamping  and 
changeable  silhouette  letters  make  a most  attractive  program  display.  (Plioto  courtesy  Adler 
Sign  Letter  Co.) 


STRUCTURAL  GLASS  GAVE  PERMANENCY,  TOO 


This  interesting  view  of  the  Odeon  The- 
atre at  Toronto,  Canada,  emphasizes 
the  permanency  characteristic  of  modern 
theatre  facia  materials.  The  Odeon  was 
erected  some  eight  years  ago  and  at  the 
time  the  ticket  booth  was  faced  with  Vit- 
rolite,  this  being  the  first  instance  in  which 
that  material  was  used  for  theatre  ex- 
teriors in  Canada. 

The  fact  that  the  colorful  material  re- 


(Photo  courtesy  Libbey-Owens-Ford  Co.) 

mained  unchanged  and  the  adjacent  stone 
work  had  deteriorated  noticeably  due  to 
weathering,  influenced  the  owners  to  face 
the  remainder  of  the  front  on  the  first 
story  of  the  building  with  the  same  prod- 
uct in  a colorful  combination  of  ivory, 
jade,  agate,  emerald  agate  and  black.  The 
result  of  the  renovation  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  illustration.  Kaplan  & 
Sprachman,  of  Toronto,  were  the  archi- 
tects. 


INDEX 

OF  ADVERTISING  IN  THE  MODERN 
THEATRE  SECTION 

A 

Adler  Sign  Letter  C(i 

Altec  Service  Corp 

68 

American  Mat  Corp 

68 

American  Seating  Co Second 

Cover 

Automatic  Devices  Co 

B 

Rallantyne  Company  

63 

Best  Devices  Co 

66 

c 

Celotex  Corporation  

47 

Chicago  Expansion  Holt  Co 

68 

Colortone  Sales  Corp 

67 

D 

Da-Lite  Screen  Co.,  Inc 

De-Fi  Manufacturing  Co 

F 

Forest  Manufacturing  Corp 

65 

G 

General  Electric  Co 

General  Seating  Co 

66 

G“M  laboratories,  Inc 

65 

Golde  Manufacturing  Co 

68 

H 

Hertner  Electric  Co 

Ilej^vood-Wakefield  Co 

45 

Hurley  Screen  Co 

63 

I 

Ideal  Seating  Co 

63 

International  Projector  Corp. . .Fourth 

Cover 

International  Seat  Corp 

68 

Irwin  Seating  Co 

68 

M 

Mohawk  Carpet  Mills,  Inc 

54 

N 

National  Carbon  Co.,  Inc Third 

Cover 

National  Super  Service  Co 

58 

Novelty  Scenic  Studio.s,  Inc 

68 

P 

Peabod.v  Seating  Co 

68 

R 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 
with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT482  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Seund  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants  — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT552 
MT553 
MT65  4 
MT555 
MT556 
MT557 
MT558 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING  mt559 

MT560 


MT52n  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 
MT523  Theatre  chairs 
MT524  Chair  covers 
MT525  Theatre  carpets 
MT526  Carpet  padding 
MT527  Rubber  matting 
MT528  Furniture,  lounge 
MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 
MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 
MT531  Brass  railings 
MT532  Rope  railings 
MT533  Metal,  ornamental 
MT534  Mirrors 
MT535  Luminous  colors 
MT536  Ticket  booths 
MT537  Directional  signs 
MT538  Exit  boxes 
MT539  Curtain  controls 
MT540  Curtain  tracks 
MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 
MT542  Fountains,  drinking 
MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 
MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 
MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


MT561 
MT5  62 
MT563 
MT564 


MTS  69 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MTo73 
MT574 
MT575 
MT576 
MT577 
MT578 
MTS  79 
MT580 
MT581 
MT582 
MT583 
MT584 


MTS  8 5 


LIGHTING 


MT586 

MT587 

MT588 

MT589 


Lumlline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants.  Individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MTfi4  3 Disinfectani» 

MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiei's,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 
MT662  Sound  heads 
MT663  Amplifiers 
MT664  Pre-amplifiers 
MT665  Speakers 
MT666  Rectifiers 
MT667  Condensers 
MT668  Photo-electric  cells 
MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 
MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 
Exciter  lamps 
MT672  Baffles,  hern 
MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 
MT674  Public  address  systems 
MT676  Microphones 
MT676  Microphone  stands 
MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 
MT678  Acoustical  materials 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS'' 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  2-4-39 

Please  obtain  lor  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
Items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below.) 


Remarks: 


Name 

Theatre 

City State 


MT591 
MTS  9 2 
MT593 
MT594 
MT595 
MT596 
MT597 
MT598 
MT599 
MT600 
MT601 
MT602 
MT603 
MT604 
MT605 
MT606 
MT607 
MT608 
MT609 
MT610 
MT611 
MT612 
MT613 
MT614 
MT615 
MT616 
MT617 
MT618 
MT619 
MT620 
MT621 
MT622 
M'T623 
MT624 
MT625 
MT626 
MT627 
MT628 
MT629 
MT630 
MT631 
MT632 
MT633 


Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

Projectors,  standard 

Projectors,  semi-portable 

Projector  pedestals 

Projector  parts 

Lamps,  suprex  type 

Lamps,  reflector  arc 

Lamps,  high  intensity 

Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

Arc  regulators 

Arc  controls 

Control  panels 

Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

Rectifiers,  tube  type 

Bulbs,  rectifier 

Rheostats,  projection 

Motor-generators 

Lenses,  projection 

Lenses,  condenser 

Current  changers 

Mirror  reflectors 

Carbons,  projector 

Carbon  savers 

Reels 

Reel  alarms 
Rewinders,  automatic 
Change-over  devices 
Slide,  projection 
Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
Take-ups,  film 
Film  safety  controls 
Fire  prevention  devices 
Fire  shutters,  porthole 
Film  scales 
Film  scrapers 
Film  splicers 
Film  cleaners 
Air  gun  (cleaner) 

Tool  kits 
Film  cabinets 
Film  cabinet  stands 
Effect  projectors 
Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glass_ea 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  vitreous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
UT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


DO  YOU  CARRY  A NEW  SUIT  TO  THE  WINDOW? 


It  is  because  you  can  see  it  better,  of  course.  In 
the  stronger  light  you  can  see  more  clearly  the 
details  of  pattern  and  construction.  In  daylight 
you  see  its  true  color. 

This  simple  illustration  explains  the  favorable 
reaction  of  patrons  to  High  Intensity  projection, 
now  found  in  more  than  one  third  of  the  theaters 
in  this  country.  This  stronger,  snow  white  light 
enables  patrons  to  see  all  pictures  more  clearly 


and  color  features  in  more  accurate  hues  than  is 
possible  with  low  intensity  projection. 

Simplified  High  Intensity  projection  gives  two 
to  three  times  as  much  light  on  the  projection 
screen  as  low  intensity.  Yet  it  costs  so  little 
more  that  one  extra  admission  per  show  will 
pay  the  difference.  Ask  your  dealer’s  salesman 
to  show  you  the  hook,  “Yes — But  What  Will 
It  Cost?” 


SIMPLIFIED 
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The  tvor'^'i  ‘"’NationaT''  and  “’Suprcr”  arc  trade-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  203  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y. 

BRANCH  SALES  OFFICES;  NEW  YORK  PITTSBURGH  CHICAGO  SAN  FRANCISCO. 
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Let  us  send  you  facsimile  copies  from  theatre  owners  who 
tell  us  that  Simplex  Four  Star  Sound  System,  Reproducing 
Sound  as  Recorded  by  Hollywood,  is  a profitable  investment. 
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MANUFACTURED  BY 

INTERNATIONAL  PROJECTOR 
CORPORATION 

88-96  GOLD  STREET,  NEW  YORK.  N.Y. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 

;V  BRANCHES  IN  PRINCIPAL  CITIES 


Choosing  "Best"  Speculate  on  Move  by  Loew 
Film  From  11  Abandon  Double  Bills 


Voting  on  nominations  for  acting,  writ- 
ing, directing  and  “best  picture”  prizes 
in  the  11th  annual  Academy  Awards  was 
to  close  on  Friday,  and  Academy  officials 
have  further  perfected  their  balloting  ma- 
chinery by  naming  11  productions  for  art 
direction  awards.  Further,  the  Techni- 
cians Branch  has  appointed  a committee 
to  handle  the  film  editor  awaid  selection. 

Pictures  selected  as  contenders  for  the 
art  direction  kudos  comprise  Warners’ 
“Adventures  of  Robin  Hood,”  Selznick  In- 
ternational’s “Adventures  of  Tom  Sawyer,” 
20th  Century-Fox’s  “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band,”  Walter  Wanger’s  “Algiers,”  RKO 
Radio’s  “Carefree,”  Samuel  Goldwyn’s 
“Goldwyn  Follies,”  Columbia’s  “Holiday,” 
Paramount’s  “If  I Were  King,”  Universal’s 
“Mad  About  Music,”  Metro’s  “Marie  An- 
toinette” and  Hal  Roach’s  “Merrily  We 
Live.”  Showings  of  the  films  are  being 
arranged  over  a three-week  period,  to  be 
attended  by  the  art  direction  awards  com- 
mittee. 

Film  editors  are  now  voting  on  five  pro- 
ductions as  nominees  for  the  award  in 
this  division.  From  these,  one  winner  will 
be  chosen  by  a committee  comprising 
Anne  Bauchens,  Philip  Cahn,  Prank  Hull, 
H.  J.  McCord  and  Gene  Milford,  repre- 
senting the  Academy:  and  Edward  Dmyt- 
ryk,  Desmond  Marquette,  Otto  Meyer,  Con- 
rad Nervig  and  Frederick  B.  Richards,  of 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Film  Edi- 
tors. 

Commercial  films  have  been  ruled  ineli- 
gible for  awards  in  the  Academy  balloting, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  the 
three  committees  named  to  select  candi- 
dates for  a trio  of  short  subjects  awards. 


Considerable  local  conjecture  is  follow- 
ing in  the  wake  of  the  announcement 
emanating  from  New  York  that  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  has  embarked  upon  another  cam- 
paign to  eliminate  dual  billing,  with  its 
Ziegfeld  Theatre  the  first  house  to  be  used 
in  the  experiment. 

Local  industi-y  executives  are  keeping 
a keen  eye  on  the  outcome  of  the  initial 
try,  in  an  effort  to  discern  whether  or 
not  the  anti- dual  policy  will  be  another 
temporary  move — as  was  the  case  with  so 
many  similar  attempts  in  the  past — or 
whether  it  will  be  successful  and  perm- 
anent; and  whether,  in  the  latter  event, 
it  may  set  an  example  for  other  big  cir- 
cuits to  emulate. 

Should  the  second  possibility  mater- 
ialize, students  of  the  situation  opine,  an 
immediate  curtailment  of  production  is 
bound  to  follow,  together  with  a whole- 
sale realignment  of  production  budgets 
to  expand  the  “A”  output,  curtail  the 
“B”  and,  it  is  predicted  as  a natural  con- 
sequence, attach  vastly  more  significance 


Nominations  of  entries  closed  January  28 
and  screenings  of  the  candidates  have  be- 
gun. 

Academy  officials  have  tabulated  that 
there  are  477  motion  pictures,  produced  in 
1938,  on  the  eligibility  list  for  various 
honors.  The  Screen  Actors  Guild  has 
1768  names  of  players  from  which  to 
choose  candidates  for  best  actor,  actress, 
and  supporting  player  awards.  Also 
brought  to  light  is  the  fact  that  236  of  the 
stories  used  in  making  the  477  films  were 
originals,  written  for  the  screen. 


to  the  value  of  short  product  as  program 
fodder. 

Unofficial  interest  in  the  Loew  experi- 
ment has  been  manifested  by  Fox  West 
Coast  attaches — the  FWC  circuit  being  the 
largest  in  this  territory  as  well  as  a sub- 
sidiary of  National  Theatres,  in  turn  one 
of  the  largest  chains  in  the  nation.  How- 
ever, official  comment  is  lacking  in  the 
absence  of  President  Charles  Skouras, 
now  vacationing  in  Greece.  Spokesmen 
quoted  it  a “thousand  to  one”  chance, 
however,  that  FWC  would  abandon  its 
present  dual-bill  policy,  from  which  it  de- 
parts only  in  isolated  instances  where  ex- 
tremely high-budgeted  and  widely-adver- 
tised films  are  booked  solo  in  first  runs. 

First  specific  evidence  of  a major  pro- 
duction company  taking  cognizance  of  the 
Loew  experiment — apparently  as  a safe- 
guard should  the  single-bill  policy  be  uni- 
versally adopted — is  at  Warners.  The 
Burbank  plant  plans  to  build  up  its  his- 
torical featurettes,  ranging  from  two  to 
four  reels  in  length,  as  a possible  substi- 
tute for  the  customary  lower-half  fea- 
ture of  a dual  program,  and  has  embarked 
on  a policy  whereby  feature-length  cast 
names  and  production  talent  is  being 
poured  into  them.  First  to  receive  this  lav- 
ish treatment  is  “Sons  of  Liberty,”  carry- 
ing a $60,000  budget  and  featuring  Claude 
Rains  and  Gale  Sondergaard;  directed  by 
Michael  Curtiz;  and  photographed  by  Sol 
Polito,  all  important  names  on  the  War- 
ner roster.  “Old  Hickory,”  filmization  of 
the  life  of  Andrew  Jackson,  and  others 
to  follow  on  the  schedule  will  be  given 
similar  handling. 

In  all  probability  slotted  for  compar- 
able booking  treatment  should  the  Loew 
policy  spread  is  Metro’s  projected  series 
of  “crime  featurettes,”  first  of  which  is 
now  in  production  under  the  title  “They 
All  Come  Out.”  Four  reels  in  length,  it 
boasts  a larger  cast  and  budget  than  the 
usual  run  of  M-G-M  shorts. 

Local  railbirds  further  recall  that,  upon 
Hal  Roach’s  affiliation  as  a United  Ar- 
tists producer,  he  announced  a program 
of  Laurel -Hardy  comedies,  four  reels  in 
running  time  and  budgeted  at  a maxi- 
mum of  $100,000 — which  Roach  held  to 
be  the  solution  to  the  dual-billing  prob- 
lem. His  plan  was  abandoned,  however, 
when  the  Laurel-Hardy  team  split  up. 


Five-Day  Week  Draft 

To  home  office  executives  of  the  various  major  studios  will  be  submitted,  prob- 
ably some  time  in  March,  a tentative  draft  for  the  adoption  of  o universal  five-day 
work  week  in  Hollywood's  film  foundries,  as  worked  out  during  the  course  of  several 
huddles  between  studio  managers  and  Pat  Casey  of  the  Hays  office. 

This  was  the  disclosure  of  a spokesman  for  Casey  at  the  producers'  association, 
who  pointed  out  further  that  any  additional  discussion  on  the  possible  five-day  week 
has  been  tabled  until  the  yearly  producer-labor  parleys  on  the  drafting  of  revised 
basic  working  agreements  has  concluded.  These  parleys  are  tentatively  set  to  be 
held  in  New  York,  also  in  March. 

Likewise,  further  application  of  the  federal  wage-hour  law  to  crafts  now  held  in 
questioned  status  will  hinge  on  the  outcome  of  the  basic  agreement  conferences, 
Casey's  spokesman  said. 
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7, 000  Progressives  at  Migh  ty  Conferences  Start 
''Quarantine  Hitler’'  Rally  Qn  UA-SI  Pact 


The  film  capital’s  liberal  movement  at- 
tained another  milestone  when  the  Holly- 
wood Anti-Nazi  League,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  56,  staged  its  most  important 
mass  meeting  January  30.  Nearly  7,000 
progressives  attended,  among  them  a host 
of  Hollywood  film  notables,  to  join  in  the 
“Quarantine  Hitler”  rally,  chief  aim  of 
which  was  to  register  a protest  upon  the 
sixth  anniversary  of  the  German  Nazi 
regime.  Approximately  $1,800  was  raised, 
the  money  to  be  divided  between  the  Com- 
mittee of  56  and  the  Motion  Picture  Ar- 
tists Committee. 

The  former  will  use  its  share  to  print 
and  distribute  several  hundred  thousand 
additional  copies  of  the  “Declaration  of 
Economic  Independence”  from  Nazi  Ger- 
many, to  which  it  is  seeking  20,000,000  sig- 
natures, while  the  MPAC  will  turn  its 
funds  to  Jewish,  Catholic  and  non-sec- 
tarian refugee  relief  groups. 

Melvyn  Douglas  presided.  Other  speak- 
ers included  J.  W.  BuzzeU,  chairman  of 
the  central  labor  council,  and  Philip  Con- 
nolly, state  chairman  of  the  Committee 
for  Industrial  Organization.  One  of  the 
evening’s  highlights  was  the  presentation 
of  a “living  newspaper,”  dramatizing 
events  in  Nazi  histoiT,  in  which  Joan 
Bennett,  Douglas,  Helen  Gahagan,  Mir- 
iam Hopkins,  Groucho  Marx  and  a group 
of  Federal  Theatre  players  participated. 
Mayor  Fletcher  Bowron  of  Los  Angeles, 
set  as  one  of  the  speakers,  sent  his  re- 
grets and  declared  the  pressure  of  civic 
business  prevented  him  from  appearing. 

A telegram  felicitating  President  Roose- 
velt upon  his  birthday,  and  congratulat- 
ing him  for  six  years  of  democratic  rule 
in  contrast  to  the  equal  period  of  Nazi 
domination  in  Germany,  was  drafted  and 
forwarded  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

While  the  mass  meeting  was  being  held, 
the  Committee  of  56’s  New  York  branch, 
according  to  Now — official  League  publi- 


cation— held  a cocktail  party  and  ob- 
tained 100  more  signatures  to  the  Declara- 
tion, lining  up  the  entire  cast  of  “The 
American  Way,”  current  Broadway  suc- 
cess. 

Other  liberal  activities  found  dozens  of 
film  personages,  including  stars  and  writ- 
ers, joining  Long  Beach  longshoremen 
and  thousands  of  CIO  and  AFL  members 
in  a gigantic  picket  line  to  protest  the 
loading  of  scrap  iron  on  two  vessels  in  the 
harbor,  bound  for  Japan.  Melvyn  Doug- 
las, Donald  Ogden  Stewart,  Whitney 
Bourne,  Philip  Dunne,  Frank  Tuttle,  Gale 
Sondergaard  and  others  went  from  Hol- 
lywood to  cooperate. 

Douglas,  busiest  man  of  the  week,  also 
presided  over  the  first  1939  meeting  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Democratic  Committee  to 
lay  plans  for  an  open  session  Febi-uary  7 
at  which  Tom  Mooney  and  Lieut.-Gov. 
Ellis  Patterson  will  be  speaker's. 

Now  reproduced  a letter,  written  by  Her- 
man L.  Cohen  of  the  United  Artists  Thea- 
tre in  San  Francisco,  a carbon  of  which 
was  sent  by  him  to  the  Anti-Nazi  League, 
addressed  to  Dwain  Esper,  independent 
producer  and  distributor.  In  it  Cohen  de- 
clared he  had  read  that  Esper  had  acquir- 
ed distribution  rights  to  the  sports  reel 
produced  in  Nazi  Germany  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Leni  Riefenstahl,  devoted  to  the 
Olympic  Games  held  there  in  1936.  Cohen 
asserted  that  “if  this  information  is  cor- 
rect,” he  would  take  pains  never  to  pur- 
chase any  fUm  product  from  Esper  for  his 
theatre. 

Several  Hollywood  names  are  on  the 
sponsorship  list  for  the  forthcoming  sale, 
February  19,  of  famous  manuscripts  in 
New  York  City  by  the  League  of  Ameri- 
can Writers  for  the  benefit  of  European 
exiles  and  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Batta- 
lion, returning  from  fighting  in  Loyalist 
Spain.  Local  sponsors  include  many  Hol- 
lywood notables. 


Arrival  here  of  John  Hay  Whitney,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Selznick  Internation- 
al, several  days  behind  schedule,  marked 
the  beginning  of  a series  of  conferences 
with  Murray  SUverstone  of  United  Ar- 
tists, and  David  O.  Selznick  on  the  pos- 
sibility of  a renewal  of  the  now-expired 
UA-Selznick  International  distribution 
deal.  Silverstone,  who  remained  here 
after  the  windup  of  the  annual  UA  stock- 
holders’ session,  expected  Whitney  in  earl- 
ier, attaches  said,  and  was  forced  to  ex- 
tend his  Hollywood  stay  longer  than  he 
anticipated. 

Two  other  delegates  to  the  UA  share- 
holders meeting,  Capt.  Dennis  O’Brien  and 
Edward  Raftery,  attorneys  for  Mary 
Pickford  and  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr.,  have 
planed  east.  On  a six-month  leave  of  ab- 
sence, Curtis  Melnitz,  UA’s  general  Euro- 
pean representative,  is  vacationing  here 
before  embarking  on  a South  American 
vacation. 

Universal’s  executive  conferences  have 
virtually  terminated.  Joseph  Seidelman, 
foreign  sales  chieftain,  has  left  for  New 
York  on  the  first  leg  of  a South  American 
exploitation  trip.  President  Nate  Bium- 
berg,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the 
board  and  William  Scully,  general  sales 
manager,  leave  for  the  east  within  a few 
days. 

J.  J.  Milstein,  eastern  representative 
for  Edward  Small,  has  gone  east  after 
spending  several  weeks  here  conferring 
on  forthcoming  product.  Concluding  con- 
ferences on  the  1939-40  budget,  Leon 
Fromkess,  Monogram  treasurer,  and 
George  Weeks,  general  sales  manager, 
have  returned  to  the  home  office. 

GradweU  Sears,  Warner  distribution 
head,  and  Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern  pub- 
licity-advertising chief,  have  trained  east 
after  studio  huddles  with  Jack  L.  Warner, 
Hal  Wallis  and  Charlie  Einfeld  on  adver- 
tising and  exploitation  campaigns  for  sev- 
eral forthcoming  pictures. 

S.  E.  Schneider,  company  financial  ex- 
pert, was  to  follow  Sears  and  Blumen- 
stock over  the  weekend. 


Details  on  Second  Shaw 
Film  Piece  to  Wait 

Detailed  plans  for  the  production  of 
“The  Doctor’s  Dilemma,”  second  feature 
to  be  produced  by  Gabriel  Pascal  from 
plays  by  George  Bernard  Shaw,  will  re- 
main unannounced  until  Pascal  has  re- 
turned from  conferences  in  England  with 
the  playwright. 

Pascai,  who  has  been  in  Hollywood  for 
the  past  few  weeks,  was  to  leave  Friday  foi 
Miami  on  the  first  leg  of  his  trip  across 
the  Atlantic,  from  which,  a spokesman 
said,  the  producer  wiU  return  about  March 
1.  Shortly  thereafter  Pascal  wUl  bo  back 
to  England,  where  “The  Doctor’s  Dilem- 
ma” will  be  produced.  'Third  film,  “'The 
Devil’s  Disciple,”  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  made  at  M-G-M’s  Culver  City  plant, 
which  company  is  releasing  the  Pascal- 
Shaw  productions. 


In  for  Coastal  Conlabs — 

Glimpsed  on  their  arrival  in  Hollywood  for  conferences  at  the  Warner  studio 
left  to  right:  Mort  Blumenstock,  Mrs.  Max  A.  Cohen,  GradweU  Sears,  Mrs. 
S.  S.  Schneider,  S.  S.  Schneider  and  Max  A.  Cohen.  Sears,  Blumenstock  and 
Schneider  are  in  huddles  with  Jack  L.  Warner,  Hal  Wallis  and  S.  Charles 
Einfeld.  Cohen  is  a New  York  circuit  owner. 
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Hollywoodians  attending  the  President’s 
Birthday  Ball  in  Oakland  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  Young,  Allan  Jones  and 
Irene  Hervey,  Una  Merkel,  Cesar  Ro- 
mero and  Olympe  Bradna  . . . Funeral 
services  were  held  for  Joe  Rapf,  56, 
brother  of  Producer  Harry  Rapf,  at  the 
Home  of  Peace.  Rapf,  manager  of  Metro’s 
wardrobe  department,  died  after  a two- 
year  illness.  Widow  and  a son  survive. 

★ 

The  Hon.  Patrick  Keith  Lang,  brother 
of  England’s  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
was  a visitor  at  Paramount,  accompanied 
by  his  uhfe  and  daughter  . . . Richard 
English,  Paramount  writer,  addressed  the 
University  of  Arizona  English  classes  on 
creative  writing  . . . W.  Ray  Johnston’s 
25th  anniversary  as  an  industry  figure 
was  observed  at  a dinner  party  given  for 
him  at  the  Lakeside  Country  Club  by  Mon- 
ogram executives  and  employes  ...  A 
baby  daughter  was  born  to  the  Kane 
Richmonds.  He  is  a 2bth  Century-Fox 
contract  player. 

* 

Ronald  Reagan  is  planning  a trip  to 
Des  Moines,  la.,  his  home  town,  in  two 
weeks  . . . Henry  O’Neill,  Warner  actor, 
spent  the  weekend  at  Arrowhead  . . . 
Scenarist  Milton  Krims  is  en  route  to  New 
York  and  a European  vacation  . . . Buck 
Jones  has  returned  from  a short  vaca- 
tion in  Mexico  . . . Johnny  Weismuller 
heads  a Metro  unit  heading  for  Miami, 
Fla.,  for  location  work  on  “Tarzan.” 

* 

A Walter  Wanger  production  crew  has 
gone  to  Hanover,  N.  H.,  to  film  the  annual 
Dartmouth  snow  festival  for  inclusion  in 
“Winter  Carnival”  . . . Oliver  Drake,  writ- 
er, is  back  at  RKO  after  a short  vacation 
. . . Metro’s  Jack  Cummings  trained  for 
New  York  with  a print  of  “Honolulu”  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waldo  Salt  have  left  for  a 
three-month  European  vacation.  Salt  be- 
ing granted  leave  from  his  scribbling  du- 
ties at  Metro  . . . Dore  Schary  and  Hugo 
Butler  have  trekked  to  New  York,  Menlo 
Park  and  Dearborn,  Mich.,  to  gather  ma- 
terial for  a Metro  screenplay  on  the  life 
of  Thomas  Edison. 

* 

Joy  Hodges  has  returned  to  her  Univer- 
sal acting  chores  after  an  extended  per- 
sonal appearance  tour  . . . Everett  Free- 
man was  called  east  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  his  father  . . . Services  were  held  at 
the  Mountain  View  Cemetery  Mausoleum 
in  Altadena  for  F’rank  C.  Beetson,  57,  ar- 
tists’ agent  and  brother  of  Fred  Beetson 
of  the  Hays  office.  He  died  of  a heart 
attack  at  Huntington  Memorial  Hospital. 
A widow,  son  and  two  daughters  survive 
in  addition  to  his  brother. 

* 

Lance  Heath,  Paramount  publicist,  is 
recuperating  at  home  after  being  struck 
by  two  automobiles  while  waiting  for  traf- 
fic lights  to  change.  Heath  suffered  in- 
juries to  his  leg  and  shoulder  and  a brain 
concussion  . . . Lou  Diamond,  head  of 


Preview  Food — 

Shellfish  absorb  the  attention  of 
George  J.  Schaefer  (top  left),  RKO 
president,  and  Sol  Lesser,  producer  of 
“Fisherman’s  Wharf,”  at  the  seafood 
dinner  for  the  press  preview  of  that 
feature  for  RKO  release.  In  the  sec- 
ond scene,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice- 
president,  awaits  the  next  course.  The 
expectant  expression  belongs  to  Dr. 

A.  H.  Giannini  as  he  reaches  for  a 
particularly  luscious  shrimp. 

Paramount’s  shorts  department,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York  after  spending  three 
weeks  here  looking  over  independently  pro- 


duced shorts  for  possible  Paramount  dis- 
tribution. 

* 

William  Buckley,  civilian  foreman  of  the 
twine  factory  at  the  Minnesota  State  Pri- 
son, Stillwater,  has  checked  in  at  War- 
ners as  technical  advisor  on  a forthcom- 
ing penitentiary  picture  . . . Marie  Wil- 
son is  back  in  town  after  a Sun  Valley  va- 
cation . . . Warners  sent  a delegation  of 
contract  players  to  San  Diego  to  attend 
the  coast  premiere  of  “Wings  of  the  Navy.” 
Party  included  Olivia  de  Havilland,  John 
Payne,  Priscilla  and  Rosemary  Lane,  Jef- 
frey Lynn,  Marie  Wilson,  Jane  Wyman, 
Johnnie  Davis  and  Jerry  Coionna. 

* 

Warner’s  studio  club  will  hold  its  fifth 
annual  ball  February  18  at  the  Biltmore 
Bowl.  Mike  McGreal,  camera  department 
head,  is  in  charge  of  ticket  sales  . . . Ed- 
ward G.  Robinson  and  James  Cagney  have 
both  returned  to  Warner  from  eastern 
vacations  to  resume  their  film  work. 

* 

Metro’s  studio  club  will  hold  its  fourth 
annual  benefit  dance  April  1 at  the  Am- 
bassador Hotel  . . . Kenneth  Thomson, 
Screen  Actors  Guild  secretary,  and  Laur- 
ence Beilenson,  Guild  counsel,  are  in  New 
York  on  business  . . . William  Berke  is  back 
at  Republic  after  taking  time  out  for  a 
tonsillotomy. 

* 

A throat  infection  has  Scripter  Philip 
Dunne  confined  to  his  bed  . . . Nat  W. 
Finston,  Metro  music  chief,  held  a mu- 
sicians’ preview  of  “Honolulu”  with  Gus 
Kahn  and  Harry  Warren  as  guests  of 
honor.  Kenny  Baker,  Skinnay  Ennis,  Jack 
Haley,  Ray  Noble,  Rudy  Vallee,  Phil  Har- 
ris and  others  attended. 

* 

Arthur  Rubenstein,  noted  concert  pian- 
ist, was  a guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin 
Knopf  at  Metro  . . . Susan  Hayward,  Para- 
mount starlet,  is  house-hunting  with  her 
mother  in  Beverly  Hills  . . . A.  M.  Botsford, 
Paramount  production  executive,  has  re- 
turned from  a three-week  business-plea- 
sure  trip  to  New  York. 

* 

Director  Theodore  Reed  is  back  at  Para- 
mount after  a trip  east  . . . Dolores  Cos- 
tello has  been  signed  for  a Broadway  play 
when  her  current  Columbia  chore  is  com- 
pleted. 

* 

Recovered  from  an  influenza  attack, 
Kent  Taylor  has  reported  to  Paramount 
for  a screen  assignment  . . . Barbara 
Stanwyck  has  been  made  an  honorary 
colonel  at  the  Raenford  Military  School, 
where  her  son,  Dion,  attends. 

* 

Director  Henry  Koster  is  laid  up  uxith 
a heavy  cold,  forcing  suspension  of  shoot- 
ing on  his  current  Universal  picture  . . . 
Also  hit  by  the  cold  germ  was  E.  A.  Du- 
pont, Warner  director,  with  Lew  Seiler 
substituting  for  him  . . . Cliff  Lewis,  Para- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Any  observation  on  Victor  Shapiro’s 
appointment  as  publicity  and  adver- 
tising chief  of  Selznick  International 
to  fill  the  vacancy  created  when  Russell 
Birdwell  resigned  that  position  to  es- 
tablish his  own  world-wide  publicity  ser- 
vice, must  of  necessity,  and  because  of  the 
splendid  qualifications  of  both  men,  have 
a hackneyed  the-king-is-dead-long-live- 
the-king  tone.  The  efficient  job  Birdwell 
delivered  while  guiding  the  public  rela- 
tions destinies  of  the  Culver  City  film 
foundry  was  so  outstanding  as  to  beggar 
comment.  With  a comparatively  small 
department  and  limited  resources,  he 
came  through  week  after  week  in  a man- 
ner which  caused  the  tycoons  of  the  tom- 
toms on  the  major  lots  to  mumble  in  their 
beards. 

Birdwell  bequeathed  a large  pair  of 
shoes  for  his  successor  to  fill.  But,  if  any 
available  man.  judging  by  background, 
past  experience  and  ability,  is  qualified 
to  occupy  them,  Victor  Shapiro  is  cer- 
tainly the  individual.  Congratulations  are 
apparently  in  order  for  both  Shapiro  and 
Dave  Selznick. 


With  Samuel  Goldioyn  finally  breaking 
down  anct  rejoining  the  producers’  asso- 
ciation, comes  the  relegation  to  the  limbo 
of  one  of  the  more  famous  and  fantastic 
Goldwynisms,  the  "gentlemen,  include  me 
out”  rejoinder  attributed  to  Scholarly 
Sain  on  the  occasion  of  his  resignation 
from  the  Hays  organization. 

O si  sic  omnia! 


A legion  of  Hollywoodians  was  of  the 
opinion  that  a new  high  had  been  attained 
in  unjustifiable  temperament  when  George 
Raft  became  too  choosey  about  the  acting 
chores  assigned  him  and,  after  two  disputes 
with  the  studio  regarding  story  material,  tore 
up  his  contract  and  left  Paramount  after 
eight  years  as  a star — an  action  which  ap- 
parently occasioned  no  donning  of  sackcloth 
and  ashes  among  company  executives  or 
the  exhibitors  who  buy  Paramount  pictures. 

With  the  news,  however,  that  the  Ritz 
Brothers  have  turned  up  their  individual  and 
collective  noses — a gargantuan  gesture,  at 
the  least — at  the  manner  in  which  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox had  prepared  the  screenplay  of 
"The  Gorilla,"  aimed  as  their  next  assign- 
ment, and  have  walked  out  on  the  chore, 
those  who  viewed  Raft's  prima  donna  sally 
with  disfavor  are  convinced  that  they  hadn't 
“seen  nothing  yet." 


SPEARHEADS 


RKO  Radio  has  its  "Gunga  Din,'  'and  now 
Paramount  announces  it  will  bring  to  the 
screen  "Casey  Jones." — the  story  of  the 
"brave  engineer"  who  stuck  to  his  throttle  to 
the  very  end — with  Bob  Bums  as  the  star, 
and  based  on  the  well-known  poem  about 
that  intrepid  railroader.  Which,  according  to 
Standard  Hollywood  harbingers,  definitely 
prognosticates  a trend  toward  features  in- 
spired by  the  activities  of  characters  in 
widely-recited  poems  of  ancient  vintage  and 
varied  genesis.  Thereby  is  opened  a limit- 
less vista  of  new  screen  material — providing 
the  Hays  office  is  not  too  fastidious.  There's 


always  Bret  Harte's  "Lady  Lil;"  "The  King 
of  England."  who  "ruled  the  land  with  an 
iron  hand" — a natural  for  Charles  Laughton; 
"That  Blankety-Blank  Columbo,"  and  in- 
numerable traveling  salesmen  and  farmers' 
daughters. 


The  film  capital’s  columnists,  pursuing 
their  annual  stereotyped  routine,  are  in- 
dulging in  one  of  their  seasonal  diversions 
— for  their  own  amusement  and  edifica- 
tion exclusively — by  naming  their  selec- 
tions for  the  yearly  Academy  Award 
honors,  long  before  the  nominees  for  these 
accolades  are  officially  chosen.  As  was 
to  be  expected,  Actress-Chronicler  Hedda 
Hopper  is  the  first  offender  in  this  re- 
gard who,  with  startling  originality,  de- 
clares: 

“Before  we  go  on  with  the  day’s  work” 
(what  work?)  “I’d  like  to  make  my  own 
Academy  Awards  for  last  year.  My  choice 
is  Bette  Davis  and  Spencer  Tracy.” 

The  graybeards  among  Hollywood’s  rail- 
birds  will  have  a faint  recollection  that 
Mr.  Tracy  and  Miss  Davis  received  the 
coveted  Academy  kudos  at  some  dim,  dis- 
tant time  in  the  past.  It  must  have  been 
at  least  a year  and  two  years  ago  re- 
spectively. 


Cinema rks 

-(Continued  from  preceding  page)  . 


mount  studio  advertising  manager,  has  re- 
turned from  a six-week  exploitation  tour 
of  key  cities. 

* 

Bill  Edwards  was  chosen  president  of 
the  Screen  Publicists  Guild  at  its  annual 
election.  Other  officers:  John  Woolfen- 
den.  vice-president:  Katherine  O’Neill, 
secretary;  Norman  Rivkin,  treasurer  . . . 
John  Ford  is  due  in  from  a vacation  in 
Quebec  . . . The  Dalton  Trumbos  are  par- 
ents of  a new  daughter,  born  at  Hollywood 
Hospital. 

* 

An  attack  of  laryngitis  caught  up  with 
Boris  Karloff,  forcing  Director  William 
Nigh  to  shoot  around  him  in  his  current 
Monogram  picture  . . . W.  Ray  Johnston, 
Monogram’s  president,  was  guest  of  honor 
at  a testimonial  dinner  and  dance,  given 
him  by  the  company  at  Lakeside  Country 
Club  to  commemorate  his  25th  anniversary 
in  the  industry. 

* 

Edgar  Bergen  has  left  for  New  York  on 
a three-week  holiday  . . . The  Paramount 


Studio  Camera  Club  held  a special  meet- 
ing to  instruct  new  members  and  begin- 
ners, with  Douglas  Rudd  as  chairman  . . . 
Dr.  John  S.  Nollen,  president  of  Grinnell 
College,  Iowa,  and  his  wife  were  guests  of 
Gary  Cooper  during  a visit  to  Hollywood. 
Grinnell  is  Cooper’s  alma  mater  . . , 
Olympe  Bradna,  Paramount  starlet,  repre- 
sented the  studio  at  the  President’s  Ball, 
held  in  the  municipal  auditorium  in  Oak- 
land. 

* 

John  Huston,  son  of  Actor  Walter  Hus- 
ton and  of  late  on  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  writ- 
ing staff,  has  returned  to  New  York  . . . 
Dr.  James  T.  Shotwell,  Columbia  univer- 
sity historian,  was  guest  of  honor  at  a 
luncheon  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Alice  Win- 
ter, of  the  Hays  office,  and  attended  by 
technical  department  heads  of  major 
studios. 

* 

Stephen  Slesinger,  New  York  publisher, 
has  returned  east  after  spending  two 
weeks  looking  the  ground  over  with  a view 
to  constructing  a new  animated  cartoon 
plant  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  Kruger  and 
daughter  Ann  are  in  from  New  York. 


Publicity  release: 

“Since  he  bought  that  I’anch  in  the 
valley,  Johnny  Davis  has  been  taking  a 
correspondence  course  in  raising  poultry. 
His  only  wish  is  that  he  may  be  able  to 
enroll  his  hens  in  an  egg-laying  course.” 

The  Davis  hens  could  find  no  better 
tutors  in  the  gentle  art  of  egg-laying  than 
among  some  of  the  film  capital’s  highest- 
paid  producers. 


Morse  Replaces  Seiler  on 
"Gantry  the  Great" 

A switch  in  directorial  assignments  at 
Warner  finds  Terry  Morse  in  the  pilot’s 
seat  on  “Gantry  the  Great,”  originally 
slated  for  Lew  Seiler.  Seiler  takes  the 
reins  on  “Hell’s  Kitchen”  pending  the  re- 
covery of  E.  A.  DuPont  from  an  influ- 
enza attack. 


Robert  Sisk  to  Produce 
"Career"  lor  RKO 

“Career,”  first  in  the  series  of  pictures 
to  be  made  by  RKO  Radio  in  association 
with  Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  “Gateway  to  Holly- 
wood” airshow,  has  been  assigned  to 
Robert  Sisk  for  production.  Bert  Granet 
is  on  the  screenplay.  Top  roles  will  be 
filled  by  winners  of  Lasky’s  contest. 
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Plays  , . - . Possibilities 


REVIEW 

FLASHES 

CONVICT'S  CODE  (Mono) — Just  an  average 
programmer,  equipped  to  qualify  for  sub- 
sequent runs  and  neighborhood  trade.  The 
story  concerns  efforts  of  a paroled  convict 
to  prove  his  innocence.  Robert  Kent  and 
Anne  Nagel  featured.  E.  B.  Derr  produced; 
Lambert  Hillyer  directed. 

FORGED  PASSPORT  (Rep)— Plenty  of  stand- 
ardized action  for  juvenile  and  bang-bang 
trade  in  this  two-fisted  story  of  smugglers 
and  border  immigration  service  members. 
Paul  Kelly  and  Lyle  Talbot  top  the  cast 
with  splendid  performances.  John  H.  Auer 
produced  and  directed. 

MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER  (UA)— A thorough- 
ly human,  down-to-earth  comedy  drama, 
superlatively  line  in  every  production  de- 
tail, this  cannot  miss  a spot  among  the 
season's  smash  hits.  Incorporating  every 
proven  element  of  best  showmanship,  the 
picture  has  a wide  appeal  for  every  enter- 
tainment taste.  Carole  Lombard  tops  a 
sterling  cast  and  registers  the  best  per- 
formance of  her  career.  David  O.  Selznick 
produced;  John  Cromwell  directed. 

THREE  MUSKETEERS  (20th-Fox)— Gay  musi- 
cal comedy  version  of  Alexander  Dumas' 
swashbuckling  adventures  of  D'Artagnan, 
in  the  person  of  Don  Ameche,  and  ably 
assisted  by  the  Ritz  Brothers,  who  con- 
tribute their  best  bit  in  the  minstrel  num- 
ber. Gloria  Stuart  and  Binnie  Barnes,  as 
the  queen  and  lady  in  waiting,  respec-' 
tively,  share  top  honors.  One  tune  sung 
by  Ameche  is  very  catchy.  Raymond 
Griffith,  associate  producer;  Allan  Dwan 
director. 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (WB)— For 
adults  only,  and  as  daringly  gay  a story 
ever  slipped  by  the  purity  code.  Brilliantly 
enacted,  packed  with  sophisticated  dia- 
logue and  situations  that  border  on  risque, 
it  is  Grade  A entertainment,  but  for  the 
carriage  trade  only.  Patricia  Lane  and 
Jeffery  Lynn  co-star.  Benjamin  Glazer  pro- 
duced; William  Keighley  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  vnll  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


New  York — Highlight  of  the  theatre 
week  was  the  premiere  of  Maurice  Evans 
as  Falstaff  in  Shakespeare’s  “Henry  IV,” 
part  1.  The  play  opened  at  the  St.  James, 
January  30,  with  Evans  as  the  producer, 
Margaret  Webster  as  stage  director,  David 
Ffolkes  the  scene  designer  and  Rupert 
Graves  as  contributor  of  the  incidental 
music.  The  cast,  aside  from  Evans,  in- 
cludes Wesley  Addy,  Mady  Christians, 
Rhys  Williams,  Henry  Edwards,  Edmond 
O’Brien  and  George  Graham.  The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — The  fa- 
mous Evans  profile  is  masked  behind  an 
amazing  set  of  whiskers  and  his  lithe 
figure  is  puffed  out  to  become  a grotesque 
giant  of  a man.  This  Evans  Falstaff  is 
rich  and  flavorsome.  It  catches  all  the 
facets  of  the  ingratiating  knight’s  kaleido- 
scopic character,  the  humor,  the  knavery, 
the  boastfulness,  the  cravenness  and  the 
affability  that  make  him  a timeless  delight 
...  a comic  masterpiece  . . . But  there’s 
more  . . . There’s  marital  excitement,  ro- 
mance and  colorful  pageantry  to  match 
the  irresistible  chicanery  of  the  robust  and 
jolly  Falstaff.  Mr.  Evans  has  surrounded 
himself  with  a fine  company. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (three  stars) 
— . . . varied,  colorful,  comic,  tragic,  even 
whimsical  in  turn,  and  always  a little  ex- 
citing even  when  it  ambles  most  and 
grows  wordiest  . . . fine  bits  of  comedy 
and  drama,  but  they  do  halt  the  sweep  of 
the  alarums  and  excursions  and  serve  to 
hold  up  rather  than  build  up  a mounting 
audience  interest  . . . Evans  is  a jolly 
mountain  of  flesh,  guttural  of  speech,  mis- 
chievous of  eye,  amusingly  sluggish  and 
alert  of  thought  in  turn.  His  makeup  is 
masterly,  and  he  carries  his  false  flesh 
with  an  authoritative  air.  Otherwise  the 
performance  of  the  evening  is  that  of 
Wesley  Addy  playing  Hotspur. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
...  a brilliant,  stirring  and  superbly  man- 
aged Shakespearean  production  that 
must  bring  all  of  us  to  our  feet  cheering. 
Evans  proving  he  can  be  as  greatly 
comic  as  he  has  been  masterfully  tragic 
. . . one  of  the  great  achievements  of  mod- 
ern Shakespearean  presentation.  All  of 
Mr.  Evans’s  classic  portrayals  have  a way 
of  bringing  out  the  critical  superlatives, 
but  never  have  they  been  more  fully  de- 
served than  in  the  present  case  . . . Henry 
Edwards  ...  is  excellent  . . . chivalrous 
Hotspur  and  the  roistering,  but  cool- 
headed,  Prince  Hal  . . . are  managed  with 
unusual  fire  and  attractiveness  by  com- 
paratively unknown  actors,  Wesley  Addy 


and  Edmond  O’Brien,  respectively,  who 
are  bound  to  be  heard  from  hereafter. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — . . . Miss 
Webster  has  staged  a miracle  of  move- 
ment, color  and  gaiety  ...  It  has  vitality 
and  speed  and,  above  all,  it  has  humor 
. . . (Evans)  has  added  another  unforget- 
table portrait  to  his  ever-broadening  gal- 
lery . . . his  entire  characterization  is  an 
unfailing  delight.  Add  to  this  a cleverly 
conceived  and  immensely  zestful  surround- 
ing production  and  you  have  the  Evans- 
Webster  “Henry  IV,’’  a performance  that 
is  a worthy  successor  to  “Richard  II’’  and 
the  recent  “Hamlet.” 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — ^He 
not  only  looks  fat,  but  he  acts  fat  and  he 
disclosed  a sense  of  humor  that  makes  his 
Falstaff  raffish,  vigorous,  riclily  human 
and  invariably  funny.  It  is  a superb 
portrait  that  he  adds  to  his  Shakespearean 
gallery  and  Margaret  Webster  again  has 
given  to  a Bard  work  the  sort  of  vivid  life 
and  lively  detail  that  distinguished  “Rich- 
ard II”  and  “Hamlet”  and  made  this  a 
brilliant  production  . . . The  cast  is  gener- 
ally good  . . . The  settings  and  costumes 
by  David  Ffolkes  are  beautiful  in  design 
and  color  and  give  a magnificent  back- 
ground . . . 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — Nowhere  along 
Broadway  will  you  find  anything  more 
vivid  and  alive,  or  anything  directed  with 
a surer  touch  or  acted  more  superlatively. 
He  (Evans)  is  broad  and  hearty  for  Fal- 
staff. His  light  voice  is  gruff  and  mighty. 
Overnight,  the  fine  actor  like  the  fine 
actor  he  is,  has  changed  from  the  sensi- 
tive irresolution  of  Hamlet  to  a winking 
mountain  of  humanity. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — As  Falstaff, 
Mr.  Evans  continues  his  increasing  trea- 
sure of  distinguished  works.  He  is  a 
capital  fat  rogue  in  a capital  play  . . . 
Under  Margaret  Webster’s  invigorating  di- 
rection, it  turns  out  to  be  a play  of  high 
excitement  and  valiant  people,  with  some 
roaring  low  comedy  seasoning  the  marital 
dish  and  a fit  successor  to  the  uncut 
“Hamlet”  and  the  compassionate  “Rich- 
ard II”  . . . Wesley  Addy’s  extraordinary 
acting  ...  is  uniformly  superior. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . there  are  so  few  men  on  the  modern 
stage  who  could  extract  such  sound  ro- 
mance and  such  superb  comedy  from  it 
. . . His  is  a new  Falstaff  . . . The  play  is 
beautifully  staged — as  usual — by  Margaret 
Webster  and  the  settings  by  David 
Ffolkes  are  tremendous. 


Power  Off  Air  After 
Ruling  by  Zanuck 

Plainly  declaring  it  to  have  been 
initiated  as  a result  of  protests,  as  well  as 
advice,  of  exhibitors  against  the  “exces- 
sive” appearances  of  film  stars  on  current 
radio  programs,  Darryl  Zanuck  has  with- 
drawn 'Tyrone  Power  from  further  broad- 
casts. In  an  agreement  with  Power’s 
sponsors,  the  20th  Century-Fox  star  ter- 
minated his  program  February  5. 

“We  have  no  quarrel  with  radio,” 


Zanuck  declared,  “but  there  is  great  valid- 
ity in  the  insistence  of  theatre  operators 
throughout  the  country  who  contend  that 
they  are  being  severely  injured  because 
the  air  lanes  are  so  crowded  these  days 
with  screen  personalities.  Not  only  the 
theatres  but  the  stars  themselves  are  en- 
dangered, because  it  is  so  difficult  to  get 
adequate  material  for  these  air  programs, 
especially  when  they  must  present  some- 
thing new  every  week.” 

Zanuck  asserted  film  companies  spend 


thousands  of  dollars  and  months  of  time 
for  the  single  appearance  on  the  screen 
of  any  one  of  their  stars. 

“By  its  very  nature,  radio  cannot  exer- 
cise such  care  for  the  protection  of  a 
player,”  he  added. 

He  observed  that,  although  screen  and 
radio  can  continue  to  help  each  other 
when  they  cooperate  for  “mutual  benefit,” 
the  present  situation  is  such  that  unless 
“stem  measm’es”  are  taken  “both  must 
suffer.” 
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Production  Tempo 
Is  Stepping  Up 


Production  has  stepped  up  after  several 
sub-par  weeks.  Though  the  week  opened 
with  only  36  in  work,  16  new  films  were 
due  to  face  the  cameras. 

Metro  and  20th  Century-Fox  each  have 
eight  in  production.  Metro  started  “The 
Kid  From  Texas”  and  “Maiden  Voyage,” 
while  the  Westwood  studio  gunned  “The 
Gorilla,”  “Charlie  Chan  in  Reno”  and 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 

Paramount  put  “The  Magnificent 
Fraud”  in  work  to  total  seven.  An  equal 
number  is  on  Warners’  stages,  including 
“Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,”  “Each  Dawn 
I Die”  and  “Nancy  Drew — Trouble  Shoot- 
er,” all  new  starts.  Universal  begins  film- 
ing on  “Risky  Business”  and  “Murder  in 
the  Surgery,”  the  latter  a Crime  Club  pro- 
duction, to  score  a six-picture  total. 

“Prairie  Nights,”  a Charles  Starrett 
western,  and  “The  First  Ranger,”  being 
produced  by  Larry  Darmour,  went  into 
work  for  Columbia,  which  has  five  in  pro- 
duction. Republic  rolled  “The  Street  of 
Missing  Men.”  Four  films  are  in  work  on 
the  lot. 

United  Ai’tists,  Monogram  and  RKO 
Radio  each  have  three  in  production.  UA’s 
Edward  Small  sent  “The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask”  before  the  cameras.  Monogram 
gunned  “Boys’  Reformatory”  and  “Un- 
dercover Agent.”  RKO  Radio  turned  its 
cameras  on  “G-Dogs”  and  “What’s  a 
Fixer  For?”  the  latter  starring  Lee  Tracy. 


Republic  Borrows  Luana  Walters 

Republic  has  borrowed  Luana  Walters 
from  Paramount  for  the  feminine  lead 
opposite  Gene  Autry  in  “Mexicali  Rose.” 


SCRIPTERS 


— Dario  Drodiiotion.s 

ENRIQUE  UTOFF,  Mexican  play^vright,  to  “The 
Prodigal  Returns,”  Spanish-language  feature  for 
Paramount  release. 

— Metro 

NOEL  LANGLEY  to  “New  Moon,”  re-make  of 
an  early  musical.  Mervyn  LeRoy  will  produce. 
— Paramount 

DONALD  OGDEN  STEWART  to  “Air  Raid,”  a 
Jeff  Lazarus  production  starring  Madeleine  Car- 
roll  and  Melvyn  Douglas. 

— Keimblic 

NORMAN  HOUSTON  to  “Covered  Wagon  Days,” 
a Roy  Rogers  western,  which  Joe  Kane  wdll  pro- 
duce and  direct. 

JAMES  WEBB  to  an  untitled  story  designed 
as  a sequel  to  “Call  of  the  Yukon.”  Armand 
Schaeffer  will  produce. 

EARIv  FELTON  to  “State  Highway  Patrol,” 
from  his  own  original.  M.  H.  Hoffman  will 
produce. 

WALTER  WISE  to  “Probation  Nurse”  for  Pro- 
ducer Herman  Schlom. 

—Edward  Small 

C.  GARDNER  SULLIVAN  to  “Kit  Carson, 
Avenger.” 

— 20tli  Century-Fox 

KATHRYN  SCOLA  to  “Hotel  for  Women.” 
Nancy  Kelly  will  have  the  lead. 

— Universal 

DWIGHT  TAYLOR  to  “Modern  Cinderella,”  an 
Irene  Dunne  starrer. 

PETER  MILNE  to  “House  of  Fear,”  mystery- 
melodrama  from  a novel  by  Wadsworth  Camp, 
which  Edmund  Grainger  will  produce. 

— Warner  Bros. 

CASEY  ROBINSON  to  “The  Old  Maid.”  co- 
starring  Bette  Davis  and  Miriam  Hopkins; 
CHARLES  TEDFORD  to  “Bill  of  Rights,”  a his- 
torical featurette. 


Renewed  With  Him — 

Garson  Kanin,  a mere  stripling  at  25 
but  voith  “A  Man  to  Remember”  and 
‘‘The  Great  Man  Votes”  already  to  his 
directorial  credit,  has  had  his  contract 
renewed  by  RKO.  His  brother,  Mike, 
has  been  signed  as  a writer  as  well. 


Bren  Resigns  as  Roach 
Production  Manager 

Milton  H.  Bren  has  submitted  his  resig- 
nation as  chief  of  production  at  the  Hal 
Roach  studios  after  two  and  a half  years 
in  the  position.  He  leaves  in  two  weeks 
to  accept  a post  with  another  major  stu- 
dio. The  Roach  lot,  which  produces  for 
United  Artists  release,  has  altered  produc- 
tion schedules  and  will  go  dark  after  the 
completion,  early  in  March,  of  “Captain 
Fury.”  “Water  Gypsies”  has  been  placed 
on  the  current  year’s  slate  to  follow 
“Fury,”  with  “The  Housekeeper’s  Daugh- 
ter” shoved  back  to  the  1939-40  schedule. 

Sam  Marx,  story  editor  and  production 
executive  at  Columbia,  will  leave  the  stu- 
dio March  15,  when  his  contract  expires. 
Marx  arid  his  family  will  vacation  for  three 
months  before  he  makes  another  studio 
affiliation.  Stepping  in  at  the  same  plant 
as  a production  aide  is  Joe  Gilpin,  former 
studio  manager  for  Warners. 

Director  Fritz  Lang  leaves  Paramount, 
also  on  March  15,  after  a year  under  con- 
tract, during  which  he  piloted  “You  and 
Me.”  Julien  Josephson,  scenarist,  has 
checked  off  the  20th  Century-Fox  lot.  He 
spent  three  years  under  contract  at  the 
Westwood  plant,  his  last  chore  being 
“Stanley  and  Livingstone.” 

Victor  Shapiro  has  been  named  succes- 
sor to  Russell  Birdweli  as  publicity-ad- 
vertising director  for  Selznick  Interna- 
tional, taking  over  the  spot  immediately. 
Shapiro  has  handled  similar  posts  for 
Major,  Fox,  United  Artists  and  Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

20th  Century-Fox  has  suspended  the 
Ritz  Brothers  for  walking  out  on  “The 
Gorilla,”  in  which  they  were  to  be  starred 
and  which  was  to  roll  this  week  with  Allan 
Dwan  directing.  Picture  has  been  inde- 
finitely shelved  and  the  comic  trio  has 
been  taken  off  the  payroll.  Studio  declar- 
ed it  expects  to  hold  them  liable  for  dam- 
ages. 


Independent  Firm 
Makes  Comeback 

Dormant  since  1924,  Inspiration  Pic- 
tures is  a new  entry  in  the  Hollywood  in- 
dependent production  setup,  new  articles 
of  incorporation  having  been  filed  in  Sac- 
ramento by  John  Boyce-Smith,  president 
and  production  head.  Office  space  has 
been  secured  and  Boyce-Smith,  who  head- 
ed the  company  in  its  previous  active  days, 
announced  he  is  lining  up  studio  quart- 
ers. Inspiration’s  program  for  the  1938- 
39  season  is  definite  only  in  that  the  first 
in  an  unannounced  number  of  pictures 
will  be  “The  American  Troubadour,”  a 
dramatization  of  Stephen  Foster’s  life, 
now  in  preparation.  Boyce-Smith  has  set 
no  release. 

Although  spokesmen  were  loath  to 
make  an  official  amplification  pending  the 
return  of  George  Laganas,  new  president, 
from  New  York,  another  shakeup  in  the 
organizational  structure  of  Standard  Pic- 
tures has  been  confirmed.  Barry  W.  Rich- 
ards, relieved  of  presidential  duties  re- 
cently and  handed  a berth  as  associate 
producer,  has  bowed  out  of  the  company, 
as  has  Harvey  Leavitt,  vice-president  un- 
til a short  time  ago.  Standard  personnel 
is  awaiting  word  from  Laganas,  who  is  in 
New  York  discussing  future  plans  for  the 
company,  which  has  made  one  picture  on 
an  announced  schedule  of  sixteen. 

Shooting  on  Equity  Pictures’  “The 
Great  Diamond  Scandal,”  for  state-right 
release  through  Malcolm-Browne  Produc- 
tions, is  scheduled  to  begin  within  ten 
days  after  several  postponements.  Start- 
ing nod  will  be  given  by  Bennie  F.  Zeid- 
man.  Equity’s  production  chief,  upon  his 
return  from  the  east,  where  he  has  been 
in  conference  with  executives  of  Malcolm- 
Browne. 

C.  C.  Bm’r’s  Atlas  Pictures  is  shooting 
“In  Old  Montana,”  a Fred  Scott  musical, 
with  Raymond  K.  Johnson  directing  for 
state-right  release.  Ramos  Cobian  has 
launched  “Los  Hijos  Mandan,”  Spanish- 
language  feature,  being  made  at  General 
Service  studios  for  distribution  by  20th 
Century-Fox. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

J.  ROBERT  BREN  and  GLADYS  ATWATER 
join  writing  staff. 

— Metro 

HENRY  C.  POTTER  signs  long-term  direc- 
torial pact. 

— Paramount 

JANET  WALDO,  starlet,  given  contract  pick-up. 
—RKO  Radio 

CHILL  WILLS,  cowboy  comic,  wins  term  con- 
tract. 

THAMES  WILLIAMSON  signs  writing  ticket  to 
work  on  an  original  for  Executive  Producer  Lee 
Marcus. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

AMANDA  DUFF,  featured  player,  held  for  an- 
other year. 

— t ni  versa! 

IRENE  HERVEY  signs  term  acting  contract, 
with  a role  in  “East  Side  of  Heaven,"  the  Bing 
Crosby  starrer. 

DANIEL  LUNDBERG  Joins  writing  staff. 

HUGH  KING  and  DANIEL  MOORE  join  writ- 
ing staff  to  collaborate  on  an  untitled  original. 
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SEA  T T IIL  E 


Federal  Men  Are  Silent  on 
Return  to  Probe  M-G-M 


J^OTS  of  beauties  in  town  this  week. 

First  came  Sally  Rand,  the  fan-tastic 
dancer,  for  a week’s  personal  appearance 
at  the  Palomar  Theatre.  Sally  garnered 
lots  of  space  in  the  dailies,  both  in  clothes 
and  in  fans.  Then  came  four  Hollywood 
starlets  who  arrived  by  plane  for  an  “Avi- 
ation Preview”  of  the  picture  “Tail  Spin.” 
The  four  lucky  queens  picked  for  this  na- 
tional air  tour  are  Joan  Valeria,  Lillian 
Porter,  Helen  Ericson  and  Dorothy  Bear- 
ing and  they  carried  greetings  to  Mayor 
Langlie  and  Governor  Martin  from  Darryl 
Zanuck. 

Word  received  by  John  von  Herberg 
from  David  Selznick  is  that  Seattle  has 
been  selected  for  the  world  premiere  of 
United  Artists’  “Made  for  Each  Other.’’ 
Showing  will  be  in  the  Liberty  Theatre, 
owned  by  Jensen  and  von  Herberg  . . . 
J.  T.  Sheffield,  president  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures of  the  Northwest,  announces  the 
opening  of  a new  exchange  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  Sheff  has  vacated  the  spot  he  has 
been  located  in  for  years  and  the  new 
offices  are  situated  between  Fox  and  War- 
ner Bros,  on  East  First  South.  No  change 
in  management  has  been  made. 

Jack  Rue  of  the  Portland  Republic  of- 
fice has  gone  to  Salt  Lake  for  a few  weeks 
to  work  out  of  the  new  office  . . . Ted 
Kemper,  booker  for  the  West  Coast  di- 
vision of  the  U.  S.  Army  Motion  Picture 
department,  has  been  notified  that  early 
in  May  he  must  report  for  duty  as  booker 
for  the  Central  Division  with  headquar- 
ters in  St.  Louis.  Too  bad,  Ted,  we  will 
miss  you.  Now  is  a good  time  for  some 
lover  of  the  sea  to  get  a good  buy  in  a 
boat.  Ted  has  a pip  and  he  cannot  take 
it  with  him. 

H.  T.  Moore,  Tacoma  theatre  owner, 
was  found  dead  in  a hotel  room  in  Tucson, 
Ariz.  Sid  Dean,  his  son-in-law,  has  left 
to  bring  the  body  back  and  to  investigate 
some  oddities  concerning  the  death,  such 
as  being  in  a room  registered  by  a Mr. 
Stewart  and  the  finding  of  much  mining 
stock.  Doctors  say  that  Hank  died  of 
heart  trouble.  He  was  64  years  old  . . . 
Al  O’Keefe,  western  division  sales  head 
for  Universal,  here  for  a few  days  and 
getting  a wire  from  Bill  Heineman  an- 
nouncing the  birth  of  John  Joseph  Heine- 
man at  the  Mary  Immaculate  Hospital  in 
Jamaica,  N.  Y.  The  youngster  tipped  the 
scales  at  eight  pounds,  seven  ounces.  Con- 
gratulations Bill. 

Slats  Wilson  and  Foster  Blake  of  the 
Portland  Universal  branch  have  been  as- 
signed temporarily  to  the  Seattle  unit  and 
will  work  the  territory  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, making  their  headquarters  in  Spo- 
kane. King  Trimble  was  in  from  the  San 
Francisco  branch  to  work  western  Wash- 
ington . . . Eddie  Walton  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Sheffield  won  the  bridge  tournament  at 
the  Northwest  Film  Club  . . . B.  F.  Shearer 
announces  that  Elizabeth  Ginsey  is  being 
transferred  from  here  to  the  Los  Angeles 
office. 

Junior  Mercy  entertained  a gang  from 
the  Row  and  gave  them  a “freeview’’  of 
the  motion  picture  he  took  while  on  the 
Montana  hunting  trip.  Films  are  excel- 
lent and  many  of  the  shots  are  in  color. 


^AET  IILAKE 

^HE  Monogram  exchange  is  now  en- 
sconced in  its  new  quarters  at  254  E. 
First  South  St.  Harold  Kitterman  has 
been  added  to  the  Monogram  staff  as  of- 
fice manager  and  booker,  having  been 
formerly  with  Columbia  here  . . . The 
Sheffield-Republic  offices  are  moving  into 
a new  and  improved  location  at  214  E. 
First  South  St. 

“Jesse  James,”  which  broke  house  rec- 
ords at  the  Centre  last  week,  has  been 
held  over  at  the  Studio  . . . “The  Miracle 
of  Salt  Lake”  is  continuing  to  play  in 
this  city,  billed  as  a “Special  Attraction.” 
The  film  ran  at  the  Gem  in  conjunction 
with  “The  Citadel.” 

Jeanette  MacDonald,  popular  singing 
star,  will  be  the  guest  attraction  in  Salt 
Lake  City  April  28  as  a soloist  with  the 
Orpheum  Club,  one  of  the  city’s  leading 
male  chorus  units.  Miss  MacDonald  will 
give  a full  recital  program  in  this  city, 
singing  one  number  with  the  chorus,  for 
which  the  very  popular  “Italian  Street 
Song”  from  “Naughty  Marietta”  has  been 
chosen. 

William  Call,  local  resident,  has  been 
placed  under  contract  by  Jule  Styne  of 
20th  Century-Fox  and  Howard  M.  Lang, 
agent  and  producer,  who,  it  is  acclaimed 
are  planning  for  him  a brilliant  future  as 
a singing  actor  in  pictures  and  radio.  Call 
has  just  returned  to  Hollywood  from  here 
after  a visit  unth  his  mother.  He  will  be 
heard  on  the  screen  under  the  film  name 
of  “Bill  Garland.” 

Hobart  Bosworth,  veteran  film  actor, 
who  visited  here  last  week,  said  in  dis- 
cussing motion  pictures  and  legitimate 
drama,  that  a race  horse  and  a 1939 
motor  car  can  be  compared  just  as  easily, 
in  that  both  are  supreme  in  their  own 
fields.  Bosworth  recalled  that  he  played 
first  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  1886  in  the  old 
Salt  Lake  Theatre,  appearing  with  Lewis 
Morrison  and  Celia  Alsberg  in  two  Shakes- 
pearean dramas,  “Cymbeline”  and  “Meas- 
ure for  Measure.” 

The  new  Price  Municipal  Auditorium  at 
Price,  Utah,  will  be  opened  officially  Feb- 
ruary 22,  according  to  O.  J.  Hazen  of  the 
Salt  Lake  Service  Theatre  Co.,  which  fur- 
nished the  seating,  stage  and  booth  equip- 
ment. Service  has  been  awarded  the  con- 
tract for  equipping  the  Copperton  High 
School  at  Copperton,  Utah,  with  stage  and 
booth  equipment,  including  projectors  and 
Western  Electric  sound. 


Hulling  Promoted 

San  Francisco — Mel  Hulling,  former  local 
manager  of  Monogram,  has  been  appointed 
west  coast  district  manager  by  George 
Weeks,  general  sales  manager.  Appoint- 
ment came  during  Weeks’  recent  visit  to 
the  coast.  Hulling  also  will  serve  as  home- 
office  representative. 

F.  H.  Butler  succeeds  Hulling  in  the  San 
Francisco  exchange. 


Los  Angeles — Filmrow  has  decided  that 
the  task  of  extracting  the  proverbial  blood 
from  the  equally  proverbial  turnip  would 
be  considerably  easier  than  attempting  to 
coax  Albert  J.  Law,  special  government 
investigator,  and  his  henchmen  into  mak- 
ing any  comment  on  their  recent  return  to 
the  Metro  exchange  to  reopen  their  lengthy 
probe  into  books  and  records. 

The  G-men,  who  spent  more  than  a year 
in  and  out  of  most  of  the  various  ex- 
changes and  Fox  West  Coast  offices  and 
who  were  believed  to  have  cleaned  up  their 
investigation  last  fall,  could  not  even  be 
persuaded  to  declare  when  they  expected 
to  wind  up  the  current  probe.  Sole  in- 
formation gleaned  so  far  is  that  Law  and 
cohorts  probably  will  visit  no  other  ex- 
changes and  that  they  are  correlating  fur- 
ther data  in  connection  with  their  earlier 
investigation — launched  in  answer  to  com- 
plaints filed  by  independent  exhibitors 
and  distributors  that  the  majors  and  FWC 
were  guilty  of  violating  anti-trust  ordi- 
nances. 

Metro  exchange  attaches  declared  the 
government  men,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
able  to  learn,  are  paying  particular  at- 
tention to  records  of  the  exchanges’s  deal- 
ings with  FWC. 


J^KO’s  famed  exploiteer,  Paul  Snell,  is 
making  himself  known  about  Portland 
and  telling  those  he  meets  that  the  weather 
is  better  in  Los  Angeles  . . . Gordon  Crad- 
dock, “Slats”  Wilson  and  Foster  Blake 
have  received  their  prizes  from  the  Uni- 
versal central  office  for  making  their  ex- 
change No.  1 in  a nation-wide  sales  drive 
. . . Wilson  was  top  man  in  the  entire 
United  States. 

A.  J.  O’Keefe,  Universal  district  man- 
ager, passed  through  Portland  on  his  way 
from  Seattle  to  Los  Angeles  ...  On  the 
Row  recently  were  George  Gould  of  Dal- 
las and  B.  H.  Basher  of  Kelso,  Wash.  . . . 

M.  W.  Mattecheck  of  McMinnville  has 
closed  the  Gaiety  Theatre  there  for  a 
month  to  do  some  remodeling. 

On  the  visitors’  list  were  Senior  Mercy 
of  Yakima,  Edgar  Mercy  and  wife  from 
Camas;  Ted  Francis  of  Newberg;  Charles 
Whiteside  of  Corvallis;  Harry  Gamble  of 

N.  Bonneville;  A.  Watrous  of  Forest 
Grove;  Ray  Henderson  of  Albany  and  G. 
L.  Rose  of  Freewater. 

Cecil  Fames,  manager  of  Monogram,  is 
sporting  a new  1939  Oldsmobile  . . . Prac- 
tically everybody  on  the  Row  attended  the 
1939  Ice  Vanities. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN"  Facts 

I’ll  show  you  how.  prove  I can  do  It, 
have  done  it,  and  will  do  it. 

“Free  rent  for  life” 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 
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^HE  Sunday  record  at  the  Denver  The- 
atre was  broken  with  “Jesse  James,” 
but  let  up  enough  the  rest  of  the  week  to 
fall  short  of  a week’s  record.  “Idiot’s  De- 
light” and  “Vacation  From  Love”  packed 
the  Orpheum  to  a good  figure,  but  for 
definite  film  commitments  the  double  bill 
would  have  stayed  there  another  week. 

The  truck  drivers’  strike,  which  lasted 
four  days,  caused  many  film  shipments  to 
be  sent  via  mail  and  express,  the  walkout 
tying  up  the  Film  Delivery. 

Harry  Golub,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Orpheum,  has  taken  over  the  Yacht  Club, 
a night  spot  . . . R.  C.  Mulnix  is  in  a Den- 
ver hospital  for  a goitre  operation  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  D.  Newman  have  returned 
from  a trip  to  New  York. 

William  Agren,  city  booker  for  Fox,  and 
Miss  Maxine  Strauss,  also  of  Denver,  were 
married.  They  went  to  the  west  coast  on 
their  honeymoon  . . . Frank  Malouf  is 
readying  the  Kiva  in  Las  Vegas,  and  will 
open  about  February  15  ...  J.  T.  Sheffield 
here  from  his  Seattle  headquarters  for  a 
visit  at  his  exchange. 

Rick  Ricketson,  division  manager,  and 
Harry  Huffman,  city  manager,  were  hosts 
to  some  of  the  prominents  attending  the 
Western  Stock  Show  and  Rodeo.  The  af- 
fair started  with  a cocktail  party  and 
wound  up  at  the  Denver  Theatre,  where 
some  of  the  comedy  acts  of  the  stockshow 
were  given  a premiere  . . . The  Colorado 
state  legislators  are  enjoying  all  the  shows 
as  guests  of  Denver  theatre  managers. 
The  passes  are  sent  to  all  members  of  the 
law-making  body. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


Awaiting  Official 
Copy  of  Draft 

Los  Angeles — President  A1  Galston,  Sec- 
retary Robert  Poole  and  other  executives 
of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.  are  still,  by  their  own 
admission,  impatiently  awaiting  receipt  of 
the  re-written  trade-practice  draft  from 
New  York — copy  of  which  was  expected 
last  week  and  which  still  has  not  put  in 
its  appearance. 


Complete  text  of  the  second  trade 
practice  draft  appears  in  this  issue  of 
Boxoffice  starting  on  page  17. 


Poole  declared  he  had  been  unable  to  as- 
certain exactly  when  the  draft  would  ar- 
rive and  that,  consequently,  the  ITO  must 
necessarily  continue  to  withhold  plans  for 
further  action  until  a copy  of  the  trade- 
practice  program  has  been  received,  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  of  directors  and  either 
approved  or  rejected.  Poole  and  Galston 
represented  the  ITO  in  New  York  when  the 
exhibitor-distributor  committee  re-con- 
vened some  weeks  ago  to  revise  a pre- 
viously drafted  and  rejected  code. 


Harris  to  Fox  Glendale 

Glendale,  Cal. — E.  D.  Harris  is  the  new 
manager  of  the  Fox  Glendale,  a Fox  West 
Coast  house.  Harris  succeeds  John  Car- 
roll,  resigned. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

“THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoff 
Binnie  Bomes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


J^ISFORTUNE  is  hitting  K.  C.  Manny  and 
Joe  Venable,  partners  in  the  Manny- 
Venable  circuit.  Manny  is  seriously  ill  here, 
and  Venable  was  called  suddenly  to  San 
Francisco  by  the  death  of  his  sister. 

Louis  Bable,  manager  of  the  American 
Theatre,  is  receiving  condolences  from 
Filmrow  friends  on  the  death  of  his  14- 
month-old  child. 

Visitors,  in  for  booking:  Hugh  Bruen, 
owner  of  the  Whittier,  Wardman  and  Roxy 
theatres  in  Whittier;  Bill  Whitworth,  Bel- 
mont, Belmont  Shores;  Hal  Harris,  Dixie, 
a local  house. 

Roscoe  Thomas,  Palace,  Las  Vegas,  Nev.; 
Ben  Aranda,  Azteca,  Brawley,  Imperial 
Valley;  Jack  Cohen,  Rampart;  Earl  Whit- 
taker, Circleville,  Circleville,  and  the 
Marysvale,  Marysvale,  Utah,  in  for  a visit 
with  Mondy  Sonndy,  owner  of  the  Kiva 
Theatre  here;  Sid  Feder,  Stanley,  Long 
Beach;  Bob  Whitson,  partner  in  the  Whit- 
son-Lewis  string — comprising  the  Hollo- 
way, Ramona,  Vista,  Los  Feliz  and  Hunt- 
ley’s, all  suburban  houses. 

Beatrice  Sheehy  is  a new  member  of 
Universal’s  contract  department.  She  was 
with  Gaumont-British  until  GB’s  offices 
were  closed  a few  weeks  ago  . . . Clayton 
Lynch,  Metro  exchange  manager,  has  re- 
turned from  a San  Diego  business  trip. 

Virtually  a wholesale  realignment  of  sev- 
eral positions  on  M-G-M’s  office  force  was 
necessitated  when  Katherine  Bramtley,  a 
billing  clerk,  was  married  to  E.  Clark  Wal- 
lace. The  former  Miss  Bramtley  was  re- 
placed by  Virgmia  Divver,  a clerk,  whose 
post  was  taken  over  by  Sarah  Sachs.  Ed- 
win Collins  was  added  to  the  staff  to  fill 
Miss  Sachs’  vacancy.  The  newlyweds  are 
honeymooning  at  Boulder  Dam  and  Grand 
Canyon  after  taking  the  vows  at  Las  Vegas. 

B.  F.  Shearer,  who  has  been  visiting  the 
local  office  of  his  equipment  company, 
spent  the  weekend  at  Palm  Springs  with 
Mrs.  Shearer  . . . Buck  Wade,  Universal 
salesman,  is  back  from  a trip  to  Catalina 
Island  and  telling  everybody  it  was  a 
selling  jaunt. 

More  visitors:  Ben  Hayward,  of  the  Di- 
ana Theatre,  San  Diego;  L.  A.  Williams,  in 
from  the  Meralta,  Downey;  Johnny  Men- 
ard jr.,  operator  of  the  Showshop  in  Glen- 
dale; L.  E.  Funk,  Bellflower,  Bellflower; 
H.  J.  Seiler,  Ritz,  Balboa,  and  the  Roxie, 
Huntington  Beach;  Isaac  Victor,  Victor, 
Long  Beach;  Eddie  Shanberg,  Riviera,  a 
local  house;  S.  O.  Lewis,  Mission,  San  Ga- 
briel; Claude  Davis,  Seville,  Inglewood; 
Leo  Hamacher,  Victory,  San  Diego. 

Jerome  Safron,  Columbia’s  western  divi- 
sion sales  manager,  has  hauled  out  for  Salt 
Lake  City  and  Denver  . . . Also  going  in 
the  same  direction  was  W.  E.  Calloway, 
Warner’s  western  district  chieftain. 

Columbia’s  auditor,  Edward  Pratt,  is  in 
for  his  yearly  survey.  He  came  down  from 
Portland  . . . Booking  visitors:  Earl  John- 
son, Bard’s  Adams;  Bill  Knott,  Covina, 
Covina;  Judge  Pawley,  operator  of  the 
Desert  Theatre,  Indio. 

Condolences  are  being  extended  to  Jack 
Schlaifer,  western  division  manager  for 
United  Artists,  whose  mother,  Rebecca 
Schlaifer,  passed  away  here. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  = 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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CLEARANCE  SUIT  RAMfflCATIONS  BECOMING 
GREATLY  INVOLVED  AS  HEARINGS  PROGRESS 


Case  May  Drag  Along  for 
Months  Before  Actual 
Testimony  Begins 

By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — The  ramifications  of  the  inde- 
pendents’ clearance  suit  against  B&K  and 
the  major  companies  become  more  com- 
plex as  hearings  progress. 

The  case  is  becoming  so  involved  that  it 
may  drag  along  for  months  before  actual 
testimony  begins  unless: 

1.  The  promise  of  Robert  Golding, 
B&K  attorney,  to  seek  a dismissal  of 
the  entire  proceedings,  becomes  fact 
and  is  sustained  in  federal  court. 

2.  Judge  James  Wilkerson  grants 
unlimited  scope  of  questioning  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  during  the  tak- 
ing of  depositions  by  defendant  at- 
torneys. 

Golding,  of  the  firm  of  Kirkland,  Flem- 
ing, Green,  Martin  and  Ellis,  during  the 
brief  hearing  before  Federal  Judge  Mich- 
ael Igoe,  sitting  for  Judge  Wilkerson,  re- 
cently declared  he  felt  the  case  did  not 
belong  in  court  imder  the  anti-trust  law. 
Golding  allegedly  based  his  opinion  on  ut- 
terances made  by  Judge  Wilkerson  at  va- 
rious hearings  in  the  past,  and  on  the 
ground  that  the  independents  have  no  re- 
course under  the  anti-trust  law  as  they 
have  shown  no  actual  damages.  (Joseph 
Rosenberg,  independents’  attorney,  at  a 
recent  deposition  hearing  said  that  the 
independents  “have  never  complained 
about  our  losses  or  the  size  of  profits.” — 
See  Boxoffice  for  Jan.  21,  1939).  Golding 
contends  that  no  private  individuals  or 
groups  may  seek  recourse  under  the  anti- 
trust laws  unless  they  do  show  such  actual 
damages.  He  added  that  “I  believe  Judge 
Wilkerson  himself  will  dismiss  the  case  on 
his  own  motion.” 

Deposition  Scope  Up 

Meanwhile,  coming  up  before  Judge  Wil- 
kerson on  February  10  is  the  petition  of 
the  independents  to  limit  the  scope  of 
questioning  during  the  taking  of  deposi- 
tions by  B&K  and  the  majors.  The  inde- 
pendents, in  the  petition,  claim  that  John 
Balaban  threatened  their  books  would  be 
subpoenaed  for  examination  of  profits  and 
losses  if  the  clearance  suit  was  started. 

Thus  far,  the  first  few  independents 
subpoenaed  have  each  been  asked  about 
their  profits  and  losses  and  all  have  de- 
clined to  answer  upon  advice  of  Rosen- 
berg. Further  depositions  await  Judge  Wil- 
kerson’s  ruling  on  whether  the  defendants 
have  the  right  to  examine  the  plaintiffs’ 
books. 

The  independents’  petition  also  claims 
the  sole  purpose  of  seeking  data  on  profits 


Contempt  Suit  Up 
February  17 

Chicago— No  activity  is  expected  in 
the  government's  criminal  contempt 
suit  against  B&K,  Barney  Balaban,  and 
all  the  major  companies  (except  Co- 
lumbia) until  Friday,  February  17, 
when  Judge  Charles  Woodward  is  ex- 
pected to  rule  on  the  many  motions 
pending  before  him  in  connection  with 
the  case. 


Chicago — Morris  Leonard  of  B&K  was 
excused  by  independent  exhibitors'  at- 
torneys from  giving  depositions  on  the 
eve  of  his  departure  on  a West  Indies 
cruise. 


and  losses  by  the  defendants  is  to  “em- 
barrass, oppress  and  annoy”  the  independ- 
ent exhibitors.  Rosenberg  claims  this,  was 
the  cause  of  Julius  Goodman,  Lou  Harrison 
and  Joe  Stern  withdrawing  from  the  suit 
as  plaintiffs. 

Question  Abe  Kaufman 
Meanwhile,  Rosenberg  and  his  partner, 
Aaron  Stein,  were  expected  to  begin  tak- 
ing depositions  on  Friday  from  Abe  Kauf- 
man of  B&K  and  exchange  managers.  This 
was  okayed  by  Judge  Igoe  when  he  denied 
a motion  of  B&K  to  postpone  the  deposi- 
tions until  Judge  Wilkerson  rules  on  dis- 


Group  of  Questions  Filed 
By  Major  Attorneys  for 
Plaintiffs  to  Answer 

missal  of  the  entire  suit. 

Word  from  the  Kirkland-Fleming  office 
is  the  dismissal  will  be  sought  on  or  before 
February  10.  Judge  Wilkerson  returns,  to 
the  bench  here  on  February  6.  The  dis- 
missal action  of  the  B&K  attorneys  de- 
pends, it  is  thought,  upon  how  far  Rosen- 
berg and  Stein  go  with  questioning  of  the 
B&K  executives  and  branch  managers  in 
the  taking  of  depositions. 

Another  phase  of  the  suit  is  the  group 
of  interrogatories  filed  by  Mayer,  Meyer, 
Austrian  and  Platt,  through  Miles  Seeley, 
for  all  majors,  to  be  answered  by  the  plain- 
tiff independent  exhibitors. 

Tlie  questions,  to  be  answered  under 
oath  by  plaintiffs,  are  general,  asking  such 
information  as  corporate  setup  of  thea- 
tres, complete  ownership  and  operation, 
how  long  the  theatre  has  been  operated, 
who  buys  film  for  the  theatre,  when  the 
theatre  ran  on  single  and  double-bill  poli- 
cies, number  of  features  and  shorts  bought 
and  shown  from  independent  exchanges, 
the  admission  prices,  the  number  of  ad- 
missions, and  the  number  of  newsreels, 
short  subjects,  westerns  and  foreign  films 
shown.  All  questions  are  in  reference  to 
the  period  from  1932  to  January,  1939. 


"Smartest  Girl"  in  Hollywood — 

Theresa  Abbamonto,  Chicago,  chosen  as  the  “smartest  girl”  at  the  recent 
Architects’  Movie  Ball  in  Chicago,  is  shown  between  two  other  “smart 
girls,”  on  the  set  of  Universal’s  “Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up.”  At  left 
is  Deanna  Durbin,  and  right.  Nan  Grey,  both  featured  in  the  new  film, 
which  Joseph  Pasternak  is  producing  for  Universal.  Miss  Abbamonto’s 
prize  was  a Hollywood  vacation  as  guest  of  Pasternak  in  a tieup  urith  the 
new  film. 
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Cash  Game  Situation  Grows 
Involved  in  Wisconsin 


Bingo  "Subterfuge" 
Draws  Press  Rap 


Milwaukee  — The  Bingo  and  theatre 
game  situation  in  Wisconsin,  which  a group 
of  local  exhibitors  sought  unsuccessfully 
to  bring  to  a head  by  voluntarily  discon- 
tinuing the  games  in  their  houses,  as- 
sumed a more  complex  attitude  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  dismissal  of  charges  of  con- 
ducting a public  nuisance  against  the  La 
Crosse  Theatres  Co.  and  the  serving  of  a 
warrant  against  a local  Bingo  proprietor 
charged  with  violating  the  city  ordinance 
prohibiting  raffles. 

Dismissal  by  County  Judge  Roy  V.  Alil- 
strom  at  La  Crosse  of  the  action  started 
in  circuit  court  there  by  the  attorney 
general’s  office  in  an  effort  to  abate  Bank 
Night  as  a nuisance  ended  all  present  legal 
efforts  to  stop  the  operation  of  the  al- 
leged gambling  activity. 

Judge  Alilstrom,  who  was  to  have  pre- 
sided over  the  action,  dismissed  the  case 
on  motion  of  John  E.  Martin,  newly  elect- 
ed attorney  general.  Equipment  belong- 
ing to  both  the  Rivoli  Theatre,  owned  by 
the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.,  and  the  Hol- 
lywood Theatre,  owned  by  the  Welworth 
Tlieatres  of  Wisconsin,  Inc.,  was  released 
by  the  court  following  dismissal  of  the 
case. 

Locally,  a warrant  has  been  issued  for 
August  Gieldon,  charging  him  with  con- 
ducting a Bingo  party  advertised  as  being 
under  the  auspices  of  St.  Roman’s  court 
No.  1711,  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters,  with 
the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  court’s  sick  and 
death  benefit  fund. 

Sells  Use  of  Name 

Gieldon,  according  to  police,  had  paid 
a flat  fee  of  $25  for  using  the  name  of 
the  group  in  promoting  the  party.  Police 
here  have  followed  the  policy  of  not  pros- 
ecuting Bingo  games  when  run  by 
churches,  lodges  or  benevolent  organiza- 
tions. However,  evidence  recently  un- 
covered indicates  that  in  several  instances 
these  groups’  only  connection  was  to  sell 
the  use  of  their  names  to  the  promoters, 
it  was  said. 

Also  under  investigation  is  “Guest 
Night,”  a form  of  Bank  Night,  which  has 
been  started  in  various  taverns  here.  The 
tavern  keeper  pays  a sum  each  week  to 
participate,  with  prizes  running  from  $25 
to  $300.  Promoters  say  no  one  is  re- 
quired to  make  a purchase  to  participate 
but  merely  register  and  be  on  the  premises 
the  night  of  the  drawing. 

Evidence  gathered  by  the  police  depart- 
ment in  connection  with  this  latest  diver- 
sion has  been  turned  over  to  George  A. 
Mowman,  deputy  district  attorney,  who, 
in  turn,  has  referred  the  matter  to  the 
state  attorney’s  office  at  Madison. 

“This  question  has  a state  angle  and 
I believe  our  request  for  an  opinion  on 
‘guest  night’  will  cause  the  attorney  gen- 
eral to  give  an  opinion  on  all  these  mat- 
ters,” Bowman  declared. 

Bowman  also  has  submitted  to  Attorney 
General  Martin  a complaint  by  the  local 
police  department  against  the  Hollywood 
Theatre,  where  Bert  Nathan,  manager,  has 
inaugurated  “Prosperity  Club,”  a new 
game  fashioned  after  Bank  Night. 


A Bang  at  Bingo — 


This  is  how  the  Milwaukee  Journal 
views  the  “benefit’’  performance  of 
Bingo  for  churches  and  other  civic 
organizations. 

Denies  Clearance 
Suit  Crumbling 

Chicago — An  emphatic  denial  of  a re- 
port that  other  parties  to  the  independent 
clearance  suit  here  against  Balaban  & 
Katz  and  major  distributors  are  planning 
to  withdraw  is  issued  by  Jack  Kirsch,  presi- 
dent of  the  Illinois  AlUed  unit.  The  report 
held  several  plaintiffs  were  planning  to 
quit  the  case  because  of  attorney  fees  or 
for  fear  of  exposing  their  books  and  rec- 
ords. 

“First  of  all,  this  isn’t  just  an  Allied 
suit,”  Kirsch  said.  “It  is  an  independent 
exhibitors’  suit.  And  we’ve  got  every  nickel 
we  need  to  pay  our  attorneys.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  independents  have  already 
paid  their  share  and  the  money  is  in  the 
tank  to  insure  seeing  this  case  through  to 
the  finish.” 


22  Pictures  Recommended 
By  Indiana's  Indorsers 

Indianapolis — Twenty-two  pictures  were 
recommended  by  the  picture  committee  of 
the  Indiana  Indorsers  of  Photoplays  at 
their  regular  monthly  meeting.  Five  shorts 
also  were  approved. 

“The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  was  classed 
as  outstanding.  “The  Horrors  of  Devils 
Island”  was  among  those  recommended. 

No  pictures  were  rejected. 


Milwaukee — Contending  that  if  there  is 
anything  illegal  about  Bingo,  it  is  the  game 
itself  and  not  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
operated,  the  Milwaukee  Journal  calls  for 
a showdown  in  the  following  language: 

Bingo  and  'Subterfuge' 

“Sponsorship  of  Bingo  games  in  Milwau- 
kee is  not  always  what  it  seems.  At  times, 
it  appears,  ‘subterfuge’  enters  the  picture. 
The  authorities,  whatever  they  may  think 
of  Bingo,  are  apparently  against  subter- 
fuge. So  a warrant  has  been  issued.  A 
man  has  been  arrested  for  carrying  on  a 
Bingo  game,  allegedly  for  the  benefit  of  a 
church  organization,  but  actually  for  the 
benefit  of  the  operator.  The  church  or- 
ganization received  a flat  $25.  The  opera- 
tor pocketed  the  rest  of  the  ‘take.’ 

“The  reaction  of  Milwaukeeans  to  this 
latest  development  in  our  ‘war’  on  gam- 
bling must,  it  seems  to  us,  be  one  of  amus- 
ed astonishment.  The  authorities  have 
let  Bingo  go  on  and  on.  Tliey  have  per- 
mitted citizens  to  become  Bingo  ‘addicts,’ 
pointing  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  ‘take’ 
goes  to  religious  organizations  and  other 
worthy  causes.  Now,  when  it  develops  that 
a church  organization  has  been  ‘gypped,’ 
they  develop  an  indignation.  Such  ‘subter- 
fuge’ is,  apparently,  to  be  viewed  in  the 
same  light  as  robbery  of  a poor  box. 

Cloaked  by  Churches 

“■What  arrant  nonsense.  If  there  is  an 
offense  in  Bingo,  it  is  in  the  game  itself. 
That  is  recognized  even  in  ‘wicked’  Kan- 
sas City,  where  effort  is  now  being  made 
to  close  the  Bingo  palaces  with  their 
‘sucker  lists’  and  their  carefully  studied 
appeal  to  women  of  the  community,  with 
all  the  possibilities  of  blackmail  of  women 
who  gamble  too  avidly. 

“We  may  as  well  face  the  facts.  Bingo 
would  be  disposed  of  in  Milwaukee  in  due 
time  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  churches,  using  it  as  a source  of 
revenue,  did  not  give  it  a cloak  of  re- 
spectability. It  would  be  attacked,  ex- 
cept that  officials  are  afraid  to  proceed 
vigorously  against  a thing  these  churches 
defend.  The  church  attitude  is  that  Bingo 
may  be  an  ‘occasion  of  sin’  but  that  it  is 
not  in  itself  sinful.  So  they  go  ahead. 
They  capitalize  on  and  increase  the  gam- 
bling spirit  among  their  parishioners,  and 
the  racketeers  begin  to  move  in. 

“It  is  a difficult  situation,  perhaps,  for 
the  lay  authorities,  but  have  they  the  right 
to  continue  to  be  influenced  by  it?  Either 
Bingo  is  against  the  law  and  should  be 
stopped,  or  it  is  legal.  If  it  is  against  the 
law,  no  exceptions  should  be  made  in  en- 
forcing the  statutes  and  the  ordinances. 
If  it  is  against  the  law,  there  should  be 
no  waiting  for  ‘subterfuge’  to  be  shown. 
If  it  is  against  the  law.  Bingo  itself  should 
be  stopped — now  and  everywhere  it  occurs.” 


Ladd  to  Hauler 

Ladd,  III. — P.  C.  Hauter  of  Peoria  has 
taken  over  the  Ladd  'Theatre,  and  after 
remodeling  it  and  rebuilding  the  front, 
expects  to  reopen  about  March  1. 
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Wehrenherg  Repeats  Protest 
On  Star-Radio  Competition 


gILL  BISHOP,  M-G-M  division  exploiteer 
here,  was  to  be  married  February  4 in 
Detroit  to  Miss  Evelyn  Ford  of  Detroit,  in 
the  motor  city,  where  Bishop  has  been 
recuperating  for  the  past  few  weeks  from 
a recent  operation. 

Dixie  Dunbar,  film  starlet,  got  herself 
in  the  newspapers  when  she  welcomed  the 
advance  committee  of  the  American  Le- 
gion annual  convention  to  the  Morrison 
Hotel  here.  The  convention  will  he  held 
in  Chicago  next  fall. 

Mrs.  Oscar  Brotman  is  the  mother  of  a 
baby  daughter,  Roberta,  born  at  Augus- 
tana  Hospital.  Pop  is  the  manager  of  the 
Avaloe  Theatre  and  was  considerably  wor- 
ried that  the  stork  might  take  a cue  from 
the  pictures  he  was  playing.  First  there 
was  “Five  of  a Kind,”  then  “Boys  Town,” 
and  then  “The  Sisters.”  However,  the 
score  stUl  remained  one  when  Sir  Stork 
finally  arrived. 

Miss  Marylin  Meseke,  “Miss  America  of 
1938,”  who  stopped  at  the  Congress  Hotel 
while  presiding  over  the  canners’  conven- 
tion, was  one  of  the  featured  performers 
at  the  annual  American  Can  Co.  show 
put  on  for  the  visiting  conventioneers  at 
the  Chicago  Theatre. 

The  Louis  Cohn  Charities  have  given 
$100  toward  the  amusement  section’s 
$100,000  quota  of  the  Jewish  Welfare  Fund 
• Continued  on  page  85) 


St.  Louis — The  heavy  inroads  being 
made  in  the  receipts  of  local  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  by  the  growing  use  of  mo- 
tion picture  stars  in  radio  programs  has 
caused  Fred  Wehrenberg,  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  eastern  Mo.  and  south- 
ern 111.,  to  reiterate  his  opposition  to  this 
“biting  the  hand  that  feeds  you”  attitude 
by  some  motion  picture  luminaries. 

Wehrenberg  was  perhaps  the  first  out- 
standing motion  picture  exhibitor  of  the 
country  to  sense  the  “danger”  to  the  ex- 
hibitors through  the  use  of  film  stars  on 
the  air  during  periods  that  brought  them 
into  “direct  competition  with  the  houses 
showing  their  pictures.” 

Commenting  on  the  situation  a few  days 
ago  Wehrenberg  said: 

“We  have  protested  and  protested, 
adopted  resolutions,  sent  committees  to 
the  producers  and  big  distributors  and 
have  figuratively  gotten  down  on  our 
knees  to  beg  them  to  correct  this  evil  but 
to  no  avail . 

“Ten  years  ago  I told  the  late  Peter 
Woodhall  of  New  Jersey,  then  the  na- 
tional president  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Theatre  Owners  of  America,  the  claim  of 
the  producers  that  the  use  of  outstand- 
ing screen  talent  on  radio  programs  would 
aid  theatre  boxoffice  receipts  was  a lot 


of  bologna,  but  instead  would  hurt  our 
business. 

“Pete  didn’t  agree  with  me  then,  but 
I'll  venture  the  guess  that  many  exhibitors 
all  over  the  country  today  when  they  total 
their  boxoffice  on  Thursday  nights  will 
be  in  accord  with  my  views  on  this  serious 
situation. 

“In  addition  to  lending  their  stars  to 
the  radio  shows  the  motion  picture  pro- 
ducers are  making  it  still  tougher  for  their 
customers,  the  motion  picture  exhibitors 
of  the  country,  by  airing  synopses  of  pic- 
tures or  tabloid  versions  of  the  screen 
story.  So  it  is  little  wonder  that  hundreds 
of  thousands,  yes  millions  of  former  cash 
customers  of  the  country’s  motion  pic- 
ture houses,  now  listen  to  their  radio. 

“The  members  of  our  organization  dis- 
cuss this  situation  at  almost  every  meet- 
ing we  hold.  'Tlie  subject  is  on  the  agenda 
for  the  national  meetings  of  the  MPTOA. 
And  while  the  same  protests  are  made, 
a little  stronger  every  year,  we  seem  to 
be  running  around  in  a circle.  Today  we 
are  right  where  we  were  when  I first  pro- 
tested against  the  use  of  screen  stars  on 
the  air  ten  years  ago.  Perhaps  the  film 
producers  will  wake  up  some  day  to  find 
they  have  killed  the  goose  that  laid  the 
golden  egg.” 
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lAe  WifiteA 

Until  test  theatres  in  5 states 
had  used  this  Sensational  Ad- 
vertising Plan  and  had  proven 
it  to  be  the  best  word  of 
mouth  attendance  builder  in 
America  before  . . . 
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PREMIUM  GIVE-AWAY 
DEAL  EVER  OFFERED  THE 
EXHIBITOR. 


Pidcilitf  Ptfikei  " 

COSMETICS  . . . TOILETRIES 

Conforms  to  the  Federal  Food, 
Drug  and  Cosmetics  Act 

BEAUTY  ITEMS  EVERY 
WOMAN  NEEDS  EVERY  DAY 

This  plan  is.  designed  for  release  in  a 
limited  number  of  theatres  in  each  state. 
Its  purpose  is  to  further  introduce  the 
quality  of  PRISCILLA  PARKER. 


SEVERAL,  TERRITORIES 
OPEN  FOR  PRODUCING 
DISTRIBUTORS 


WRITE  Zr  PARKER-BOULDIN  CO. 


128  East  Tenth  St. 
SAINT  PAUL.  MINN. 
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New  Trend  in  Film  Theatres 
Is  Evidenced  in  St  Louis 


By  DAVID  F.  BARRETT 

St.  Louis — A very  definite  new  trend  in 
motion  picture  theatre  thought  is  mani- 
fest here.  It  promises  much  for  dealers 
in  theatre  equipment,  supplies,  carpets, 
draperies,  etc.,  as  well  as  for  general  con- 
tractors, subcontractors,  architects  and 
engineers.  But  eventually  will  force  a new 
lineup  in  the  distribution  of  producers  and 
distributors’  rentals  for  pictures  in  similar 
metropolitan  areas. 

This  is  the  growing  movement  toward 
de  luxe  neighborhood  and  suburban  the- 
atres. 

There  are  a number  of  forces  behind 
this  swing  away  from  gigantic  first-run 
houses  in  downtown  areas. 

Factors  that  are  largely  responsible  for 
the  rise  of  high  grade  outlying  houses  and 
an  equal  drop  in  the  importance  of  the 
first  runners  include:  Traffic  congestion, 
which  causes  too  much  delay  in  getting 
to  and  from  the  first-run  houses.  Parking 
problems  and  costs  are  part  and  parcel  of 
this  A-1  problem.  Local  first-run  houses 
have  endeavored  to  overcome  this  by  ar- 
ranging for  special  parking  facilities  for 
their  patrons.  For  a small  fee  the  patron 
may  leave  his  automobile  in  charge  of  a 
garage  attendant  at  the  theatre  and  have 
it  delivered  at  the  conclusion  of  the  show. 

There  is  a lack  of  high  grade  flesh  and 
blood  entertainment  in  conjunction  with 
the  first-run  motion  picture  shows. 

Better  projection  equipment  all  along  the 
line  from  the  first-runs  to  the  smallest  of 
the  neighborhoods  is  used  now.  The  wear 
and  tear  on  films  today  is  decidedly  less 
than  in  the  old  days.  So  seeing  a picture 
first  run  isn’t  so  important  today  as  it 
was  in  the  early  days  when  the  subse- 
quent run  houses  lost  much  of  the  original 
picture  because  of  cuts  and  splices  made 
after  the  first-run  showing.  Present-day 
projection  equipment  rarely  damages  a 
film. 

A Friendly  Atmosphere 

Closer  relationship  between  patron  and 
proprietor  in  the  neighborhood  houses. 
Instead  of  being  greeted  by  a too  flashy 
uniformed  hireling  the  cash  customers  in 
the  neighborhoods  may  expect  to  chat  now 
and  then  with  Fred,  Bill  or  John  who  ac- 
tually own  and  run  the  show.  Although 
he  may  have  several  high  class  such  houses 
under  his  wing,  he  or  his  house  manager 
knows  all  of  the  customers  and  their  per- 
sonal problems. 

Ability  of  the  patrons  to  attend  the 
show  without  really  dressing  up.  Even  in 
the  de  luxe  neighborhoods  it  isn’t  neces- 
sary to  have  a close  shave  or  a marcel 
wave  to  look  right.  Anything  goes  at  the 
home  show. 

The  most  recent  addition  to  the  new  de 
luxe  outlying  houses  is  the  new  house  on 
Riverview  Blvd.,  just  south  of  West  Floris- 
sant Ave.,  being  erected  by  the  Riverview 
Theatre  Corp.  headed  by  Nat  Koplar,  gen- 
eral contractor,  6304  Westminster  place. 
'This  1,000-seat  house  will  cost  $90,000. 

Another  house  in  the  same  classification 
is  the  2,000-seat  house  on  Clayton  Road 
just  east  of  Big  Bend  Blvd.  being  erected 


by  a syndicate  headed  by  Sam  Schucart, 
president  of  the  Schucart  Realty  Co.  This 
is  a $150,000  project. 

F&M  Keeps  in  Step 

The  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.,  operated 
by  the  Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  ap- 
parently has  recognized  the  present  trend. 
Through  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  chief  execu- 
tive here,  announcement  has  been  made 
recently  the  company  contemplates  the 
erection  of  a house  to  seat  from  1,500  to 
2,500  persons  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Florissant  Cinema  Garden,  on  Bircher 
Blvd.  just  south  and  west  of  Florissant 
Ave.  This  project  would  approximate 
$150,000  to  $200,000.  The  same  interests 
have  several  other  de  luxe  neighborhood 
houses  in  contemplation. 

Under  the  program  planned  by  the  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  the  new  neighbor- 
hood houses  would  replace  existing  houses 
that  have  become  obsolete.  The  thought 
behind  this  is  to  prevent  a sui-plus  of  the- 
atre seats. 

The  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  through 
the  Marrilyn  Realty  Co.  recently  awarded 
a contract  to  Sol  Abrahams  & Son  Con- 
struction Co.,  404  ’Title  Guaranty  Bldg., 
for  extensive  alterations  and  improvements 
to  the  Union  Theatre,  1510  North  Union 
Blvd.  The  cost  will  be  about  $40,000,  in- 
cluding equipment.  It  is  anticipated  that 
similar  contracts  will  be  let  soon  for  work 
at  the  Pageant  ’Theatre  on  Delmar  Blvd. 
near  Laurel  Ave.,  which  has  been  dark  for 
many  months. 

Frisina  Not  Asleep 

The  Frisina  Amusement  Co.  of  Spring- 
field,  ni.,  recently  awarded  a contract  to 
Kennedy  & Son  for  The  Bond  Theatre,  a 
600-seat  house  to  be  erected  in  Greenville, 
111.  It  will  cost  upwards  of  $30,000.  'The 
same  interests  now  operate  the  Lyric  The- 
atre in  Greenville. 

Several  weeks  ago  the  Frisina  circuit 
took  over  the  State  and  Columbia  theatres 
in  East  St.  Louis  and  have  plans  for  ex- 
tensive repairs  and  improvements  to  both 
houses.  Included  will  be  new  projection 
equipments,  seats,  carpets,  draperies,  etc. 

In  Carmi,  111.,  Frank  Barnes  has  started 
work  on  his  new  theatre  which  is  to  have 
750  seats.  'The  building  will  be  one  story, 
50x150  feet,  and  was  designed  by  O.  W. 
Stiegemeyer,  4412  Lindell  Blvd.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 


Reopen  at  Wood  River 

Wood  River,  III. — A grand  opening  has 
been  held  at  the  Wood  River  Theatre  here, 
following  extensive  improvements  includ- 
ing complete  redecoration  and  remodeling 
of  rest  rooms.  Frank  Staley  is  manager. 


Hold  "Jesse  James" 

St.  Louis — “Jesse  James,’’  which  played 
to  record  business  at  Fanchon  & Marco’s 
Fox  Theatre,  has  been  held  for  a second 
week. 


Triples  Making 
A Comeback 

Chicago  — Triple  features  have 
bounced  back  in  several  Chicago 
houses. 

Triples  are  being  used  by  B&E  at 
the  Biltmore,  Crystal  and  Belmont,  by 
Essaness  at  the  North  Center,  and  by 
the  following  independent  theatres: 
Bugg,  Woodlown,  Milford,  Times  and 
Rivoli. 

And  to  make  it  more  interesting,  sev- 
eral of  the  houses  are  throwing  in 
dishes. 

Wide-Spread  Policg 
Changes  Expected 

Chicago — Reports  were  running  wild  in 
the  loop  as  to  numerous  possible  policy 
changes  in  operation. 

The  cause  of  it  all  was  the  Oriental 
Theatre  where  double  features  and  vaude- 
ville with  a 55 -cent  weekend  top  brought 
in  plenty  of  customers.  While  at  B&K  it 
was  said  nothing  was  contemplated  in  the 
way  of  changes,  it  was  rumored  that  the 
State-Lake  may  go  to  duals  shortly.  Even 
the  Chicago  'Theatre  was  included  in  the 
possible  policy  changes,  with  doubles  there 
a reported  possibility.  However,  it  was  said 
at  B&K  that  plans  are  going  ahead  for 
several  weeks  in  advance  for  continuance 
of  the  single  film-vaude  policy. 

“Jesse  James”  was  sailing  along  there 
over  the  weekend,  before  the  blizzard  hit 
the  city,  toward  a possible  $50,000  week, 
and  the  film  will  probably  go  two  or  three 
weeks.  After  that  comes  M-G-M’s  “Stand 
Up  and  Fight.” 

B&K  is  planning  to  make  a class  house 
out  of  the  Apollo,  with  “Pygmalion,”  the 
first  of  such  films  to  play  there,  going  in 
February  10.  Following  that  is  expected 
to  be  the  foreign  film  prize  winner,  “Grand 
Illusion.”  “The  Lady  Vanishes,”  directed 
by  Alfred  Hitchcock  and  produced  by  GB, 
goes  into  the  Garrick  this  week. 

The  RKO  Palace,  which  usually  sails 
along  smoothly,  outside  the  rumor-pall, 
was  caught  up  in  the  whirl,  too.  The  news 
that  the  house  was  operating  on  notices 
to  all  union  help  was  met  by  Manager 
Frank  Smith  with,  “such  is  our  usual  op- 
eration policy  and  we  contemplate  no 
changes  whatsoever.” 

It  was  understood  that  Tom  Gorman, 
acting  district  manager  for  RKO  here, 
which  includes  the  Palace,  was  in  New 
York  this  week  conferring  on  a possible 
policy  change  at  the  Palace.  ’This  is  all 
contingent  upon  the  operation  of  the  house 
after  the  run  of  “Gunga  Din,”  which  will 
be  coupled  with  vaudeville.  However,  after 
that,  Gorman  is  anxious  to  run  double 
features  in  the  house.  It  is  understood  the 
Palace  is  considerably  in  the  red  for  the 
last  six  months,  and  Gorman  feels  that 
taking  the  load  of  vaudeville  off  the  house 
would  help.  Reports  from  New  York  hold 
that  no  duals  are  contemplated  for  the 
Palace,  although  it  is  admitted  stage 
hands  and  musicians  are  on  weekly  notice. 
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(Continued  from  page  83) 

drive  . . . The  local  RKO  exchange  is  all 
decorated  for  the  George  Schaefer  drive 
currently  in  progress.  Over  the  bookers’ 
desks  is  a special  decoration,  “The  Bank 
of  RKO,”  with  tellers’  windows,  and 
“assets”  listed  being  the  pictures  avail- 
able during  the  drive. 

The  demand  for  tickets  for  Ian  Keith’s 
‘‘The  Copperhead,”  the  Federal  Theatre 
play  currently  at  the  Blackstone  Theatre, 
has  necessitated  extending  the  run  to 
February  11.  Keith  is  expected  to  stay  on 
here  instead  of  returning  for  film  work 
and  may  go  into  a modern-dress  version 
of  ‘‘Merchant  of  Venice.” 

The  first  all-Chinese  talking  film  to  have 
a run  in  the  loop,  “Fight  to  the  Last,”  made 
by  the  Chinese  Nationalist  government, 
opened  this  week  at  the  Sonotone  Theatre. 
It  is  being  distributed  by  I.  FYanklin. 

The  Merriel  Abbott  Girls  now  on  the  west 
coast,  working  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  in 
Hollywood,  have  been  signed  for  a dance 
sequence  in  the  next  Jack  Benny  Para- 
mount film,  ‘‘Man  About  Town”  . . . Lupe 
Velez  headlines  the  new  Chez  Paree  show 
opening  next  Friday  night,  February  10 
Walter  Immerman  is  vacationing  in  Mex- 
ico.. 

Here  and  Away:  Otto  Kruger,  his  wife 
and  daughter,  were  aboard  the  Super- 
Chief  as  it  left  for  Hollywood,  following 
his  arrival  here  from  New  York  and  an 
European  vacation  . . . Dixie  Dunbar  was 
here  to  lead  the  Chicago  celebration  of  the 
President’s  Birthday  Party  at  the  Hotel 
Sherman  . . . Eleanor  Powell  was  hostess 
to  the  press  as  she  stopped  off  here  en 
route  to  Washington  to  dance  at  the  birth- 
day party  ball  there  . . . Fred  Ullman, 
vice-president  of  Pathe  News,  stopped  off 
to  confer  with  Tony  Caputo,  Chicago 
bureau  head,  en  route  to  the  west  coast 
. . . Back  to  Hollywood  during  the  week 
went  Claire  Trevor,  Edward  G.  Robinson, 
and  Jimmy  Cagney. 


Report  New  Foreign  Film 
House  lor  Windy  City 

Chicago — Joe  Sherman  is  understood 
planning  to  open  the  Studebaker  Theatre 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Bldg,  sometime  this  month 
as  a foreign-film  art  motion  picture  house. 

Peculiar  angle  is  that  already  open  in 
the  same  building  is  the  World  Playhouse, 
operated  successfully  for  several  years  by 
Joe  Vicedomini,  also  on  a foreign  film 
policy. 


Pastor  and  Brunnell  List 
Week's  Films  in  Ad 

Chicago — Still  running  single  features  at 
their  Co-Ed  Theatre  here,  Joe  Pastor  and 
Eddie  Brunnell,  utilized  their  ads  in  the 
Sunday  papers  also  as  a reminder  for  the 
remainder  of  the  week’s  attractions. 

Listing  the  films  for  each  day  of  the 
week,  the  concluding  lines  of  the  ad  read: 
“Please  cut  me  out,  watch  for  6 more  hits 
next  Sunday.” 


Flesh  and  Singles 
Rumor  Unfounded 

Chicago — With  the  perennial  rumor 
about  again  that  vaudeville  and  single 
features  will  be  instituted  in  the  A-week 
and  a part  of  the  B-week  houses,  it  is 
understood  from  B&K  and  Warner  The- 
atre sources  no  such  move  is  contem- 
plated. 

The  B&K  Norshore  Theatre,  where 
vaudeville  flowered  for  two  weekends  in 
succession,  is  cited  as  an  example.  'The 
plan  flopped. 

One  exception  to  the  rule  here  is  the 
Warner  Stratford  on  the  south  side.  After 
a lengthy  run  of  months,  the  house  con- 
tinues to  do  well  on  Saturday  and  Sundays 
with  vaudeville  playing  all  headliners  that 
visit  the  loop  houses. 

However,  in  all  other  spots  in  the  city, 
showmen  contend,  the  prohibitive  costs  of 
stage-hands  and  musicians,  plus  the  add- 
ed expense  of  the  acts,  are  not  warranted 
by  the  few  extra  patrons  brought  in  on 
such  occasions. 


Helms  Santa  Clara 

Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wis. — Word  has  been 
received  here  that  Fred  Sawaska  of  Wis- 
consin Rapids  has  been  named  manager 
of  the  Santa  Clara  Theatre  of  the  Har- 
vey Amusement  Co.  chain  in  Santa  Clara, 
Cal. 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC, 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


SPR’GilFlIlllElLltt 

max  TSCHAUDER,  manager  of  the 
Roxy,  related  his  experiences  of  33 
years  in  the  theatre  business  to  members 
of  the  Cosmopolitan  Club  at  a noon  meet- 
ing January  26  in  St.  Nicholas  Hotel. 

The  management  of  the  Lyric  Theatre 
at  Gillespie,  III.,  has  installed  new  Mirro- 
phonic  sound  equipment. 

James  Fenolia,  formerly  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Frisina  theatres  at  Litchfield, 
111.,  has  been  promoted  to  manager  of  the 
Frisina  at  Bridgeport,  111. 

Mike  Kirkhardt,  until  recently  manager 
of  the  Frisina  Theatre  at  Litchfield,  of 
which  John  Dixon  has  been  made  new 
manager,  is  now  operating  the  Vogue  The- 
atre at  Lincoln,  III. 

Employes  of  the  Strand  and  Senate  the- 
atres have  formed  a basketball  team 
which  plays  other  local  theatre  teams. 

The  Orpheum  Theatre  has  hooked  ‘‘Fol- 
lies D’Anour”  for  a one-day  stage  engage- 
ment, February,  as  a tryout  for  a regular 
vaudeville  circuit  between  Peoria,  Spring- 
field,  and  Decatur. 


Partners  Open  House 

Chicago — The  Plaisance  Theatre,  taken 
over  several  months  ago  by  the  firm  of 
Banovitz  and  Applebaum  from  Jack  Miller, 
had  its  formal  grand  reopening  on  Sunday. 
The  house  has  been  completely  renovated. 


THEATRE  MANAGERS 

Save  Time  and  Money.  Use  our  lobby 
Advertising  rental  plan.  All  posters 
from  one  source — 50%  saving — one 
weekly  invoice.  NO  CONTRACTS. 

All  posters,  complete  silk  screen  processed 
banners  and  Hollywood  transparencies. 

Majority  of  our  accounts  with  us  at 
least  10  years.  Record  speaks  for  itself. 

PHOTOPLAY  ADVERTISING  COMPANY 

1243  S.  Wabash  Ave.  3311-A  Olive  St. 

Chicago  St.  Louis 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

, A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

CHICAGO 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


POSTER  EXCHANGES 
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St  Louis  I A Officials  Ouster 
Hearing  Set  for  Feb.  9 


St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Ernest  Oakley 
has  set  February  9 as  the  date  for  a 
hearing  on  the  “show  cause”  order  which 
he  issued  following  the  filing  of  a suit  by 
19  members  of  Local  No.  143  of  the  lATSE 
local  to  have  John  P.  Nick,  vice-president; 
Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  agent  for  the 
local,  and  George  E.  Browne,  president, 
removed  from  control  of  the  local  union. 

The  petition,  filed  by  the  law  firm  of 
Roessel  & Minton,  is  the  latest  in  a series 
of  moves  made  by  certain  members  of 
the  local  against  Nick  and  Weston. 

Recently  Nick  was  indicted  on  a charge 
of  extortion  following  a grand  jury  in- 
vestigation into  an  alleged  payment  of 
$10,000  said  to  have  been  made  to  Ed- 
ward M.  Brady,  member  of  the  Missouri 
house  of  representatives,  in  the  fall  of 
1936  when  local  exhibitors  were  discussing 
a new  wage  contract  with  the  projec- 
tionists’ union.  The  operators  were  grant- 
ed no  increase  that  year.  Brady  was  in- 
dicted with  Nick.  Both  have  furnished 
bonds  for  $25,000  to  answer  the  charge. 

In  the  action,  the  circuit  court  is  asked 
to  set  a date  for  an  election  of  officers 
for  the  union,  at  which  only  bona  fide 
members  may  vote;  to  appoint  a receiver 
to  take  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  local 
and  its  assets,  which  the  petition  charged 
are  being  wasted,  and  also  that  the  de- 
fendants be  enjoined  from  using  any  money 
belonging  to  the  local. 

Claim  Meeting  Rights  Denied 

The  petition  further  charged  that  Nick 
came  into  control  of  the  local  in  July, 
1935,  and  Weston  in  February,  1937;  that 
Weston  is  under  control  of  Nick,  and  Nick 
under  control  of  Browne.  It  contends  that 
the  union  men  have  valuable  property 
rights  in  the  local,  because  theatres  are 
under  contract  to  employ  none  but  mem- 
bers of  the  local  as  projectionists. 

The  defendants  were  also  charged  with 
gross  mismanagement  of  the  union  affairs 
and  are  alleged  to  have  refused  to  permit 
the  plaintiffs  and  other  members  of  the 
union  to  elect  officers  and  with  refusal 
to  permit  them  to  meet  and  discuss  mat- 
ters of  interest  to  the  local.  The  petition 
also  claims  defendants  had  full  and  abso- 
lute charge  of  all  the  books  and  property 
of  the  union  “and  have  failed  and  refused 
to  make  an  accounting  to  the  members.” 

The  plaintiffs  also  alleged  that  Local 
No.  143  Projectionists’  Educational  So- 
ciety, Inc.,  of  which  the  plaintiffs  and 
other  members  are  members,  is  dominated 
by  the  defendants  and  that  this  corpora- 
tion has  assets  of  approximately  $45,000 
in  its  treasury. 

The  charge  also  was  made  that  the 
plaintiffs  and  other  members  have  been 
threatened  with  bodily  harm.  Intimidated 
and  coerced  and  their  union  cards  de- 
stroyed, so  that  they  could  not  obtain 
employment,  that  members  who  asserted 
their  rights  were  removed  as  members, 
and  that  the  places  of  those  so  removed 
were  filled  by  “undesirable  persons,  some 


jyjAURICE  DAVIS,  skipper  of  the  Will 
Rogers  Theatre,  fractured  an  elbow  in 
a recent  fall.  In  the  meantime  his  house 
has  entered  upon  a brand  new  policy  that 
will  bring  its  patrons  big  pictures  at  an 
earlier  date. 

Irvin  E.  Deere,  Hollywood  revresentative 
of  Will  Hays,  discussed  “And  Then-the 
Shooting  Begins”  before  a local  group  last 
week. 

Wives  of  Variety  Club  members  last 
week  gave  a baby  bridge  party  for  Mrs. 
Ray  Curran,  wife  of  UA’s  office  manager 
. . . Johnny  Walsh  was  the  unbilled  star 
at  a special  Variety  Club  performance  on 
the  showboat  Goldenrod  recently.  Pro- 
ceeds will  defray  expenses  of  underpriv- 
ileged children  at  a summer  camp. 

Having  discovered  that  horror  films  have 
a special  appeal  for  a large  number  of 
cash  customers  in  this  port  the  manage- 
ment of  the  St.  Louis  Theatre  has  revived 
the  six-year-old  version  of  “Dr.  Jekyll 
and  Mr.  Hyde”  and  it  is  being  run  this 
loeek  on  the  same  bill  with  “The  39  Steps,” 
a 1935  GB  picture. 

Tlie  first  in  a series  of  experimental 
showings  of  outstanding  foreign  films  to 
be  presented  at  popular  prices  was  “The 
Golem”  shown  at  the  Richmond  Theatre, 
Big  Bend  Blvd,  near  Clayton  Road,  open- 
ing on  Sunday,  January  29,  This  same 
picture  was  shown  at  the  Shady  Oak  in 
Clayton,  Mo.,  about  two  years  ago. 

H.  O.  Gleiss,  who  has  been  manager  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  Ross  Federal  Ser- 
vice with  offices  on  the  19th  floor  of  the 
Continental  Bldg.,  3615  Olive  St.,  has  been 
upped  to  manager  of  the  Washington, 
D.  C.,  branch  office.  He  has  already  as- 
sumed his  new  duties  and  has  been  suc- 
ceeded here  by  Joseph  C.  Page  who  has 
been  manager  of  the  branch  office  in  Den- 
ver, Colo.  C.  W.  Graves  is  the  new  mana- 
ger in  Denver. 

Burton  Holmes,  recently  returned  from 
a six  months  tour  of  foreign  lands,  will 
open  a series  of  travelogs  at  the  Munici- 
pal Auditorium  on  February  20.  The  open- 
ing biU  will  feature  his  first  West  Indies 
trip,  “Cruising  the  Caribbean.” 


with  police  records,  who  have  so  conduct- 
ed themselves  as  to  attract  police  atten- 
tion and  bring  the  local  into  public  dis- 
repute.” 

The  plaintiffs  listed  in  the  petition  are 
William  Robinson,  L.  C.  Chambers,  J.  G. 
Westermayer,  E.  Schober,  Ben  Hess,  C.  A. 
Reinhart,  J.  C.  Chambers,  W.  J.  Weaver, 
Osborne  Reed  Myers,  Charles  W.  Miehe, 
Charles  B.  Johnson,  Henry  G.  Witte,  Ed- 
ward Siegfried,  T.  O.  Savage,  H.  A.  De- 
weez,  A1  Gasser,  A1  Friedland,  Robert 
Thomsen  and  George  Pallme. 


Four-Year  Tenure 
For  Union  Heads 

St.  Louis — Members  of  Theatrical  Em- 
ployes Local  B2,  an  lATSE  affiliate  who 
attended  a called  meeting  at  the  union’s 
headquarters,  were  informed  by  Clyde 
Weston,  business  agent  of  Local  No.  143  of 
the  Operators’  Union,  that  the  officers 
elected  in  May,  1937,  are  to  serve  for 
fom’  years  under  an  AFL  ruling. 

Local  No.  B2  has  709  members,  of  whom 
115  attended  the  meeting  which  opened 
at  midnight  January  27. 

John  Mooney  is  president  of  Local  B2, 
Henry  Duncan,  secretary,  and  C.  A.  New- 
lin,  business  agent. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  adjourned 
a woman  member  made  a request  that  the 
membership  be  informed  how  much  money 
the  local  has  in  its  treasury  and  what  is 
done  with  it. 

President  Mooney  is  said  to  have  in- 
formed her:  “There  is  about  $7,000  in  the 
treasury.  Some  fimds  are  spent  for  sal- 
aries and  some  for  this  and  that  purpose.” 

Later  when  the  lady  member  sought  to 
know  when  new  officers  could  be  elected 
Weston  volunteered  the  information  about 
the  tenure  of  the  officers  selected  in 
May,  1937. 

The  meeting  adjourned  shortly  there- 
after. 

Endeavor  to  Halt  Petition 

Members  of  Operators’  Union  No.  143 
who  recently  signed  a petition  asking 
lATSE  President  George  Browne  that  the 
local  be  restored  autonomy,  are  said  to 
have  been  asked  to  make  affidavits  de- 
claring the  petition  was  misused  and  that 
its  purpose  had  been  misrepresented  to 
them.  The  petition  was  directed  against 
John  Nick,  vice-president  of  the  lATSE. 

After  the  petition  was  signed  copies 
were  furnished  to  a personal  representa- 
tive of  William  Green,  president  of  the 
AFL,  and  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Union,  which  on  January  22  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  upon  Green  to  see  that 
autonomy  is  restored  to  Local  No.  143. 

The  affidavits  that  members  of  Local 
No.  143  have  been  asked  to  sign  are  said 
to  declare  that  this  was  a misuse  of  the 
petition. 

Weston  admitted  that  affidavits  are  be- 
ing obtained  from  members  and  that 
some  40  members  who  signed  the  petition 
have  already  made  affidavits.  He  denied 
that  any  coercion  was  used  to  obtain  the 
affidavits. 

Indianapolis'  Republic 
Branch  in  New  Ollice 

Indianapolis — The  local  Republic  ex- 
change celebrated  removal  to  its  new  of- 
fices with  a house  warming  attended  by 
approximately  250  exhibitors. 

The  new  quarters,  which  have  been  re- 
decorated and  modernized,  are  located  at 
408  N.  Illinois  St.,  a few  doors  up  the 
street  from  the  former  office. 

Irving  Mandel,  head  of  the  Republic  ex- 
change at  Chicago,  and  Harry  Lorch,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  were  in  for  the  open- 
ing. L.  W.  Marriott  is  manager  of  the 
Indianapolis  office. 
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Warner's  Patriotic 
Moves  Lauded 

Chicago — Letters  continue  to  pour  in  to 
the  Warner  exchange  and  Warner  Theatres 
offices  here  on  the  patriotic  gestures  of 
showing  the  “Star-Spangled  Banner”  trail- 
er at  the  theatres  and  for  the  production 
of  the  patriotic  short  subjects. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution, Daughters  of  Union  Veterans  of 
the  Civil  War,  the  American  Legion,  civic 
organizations  and  many  others  have  writ- 
ten to  the  theatre  department  praising 
the  showing  of  the  American  flag  in  film 
upon  which  are  superimposed  the  words 
of  the  national  anthem. 

Tom  Gilliam,  branch  manager,  and  Bill 
Brumberg,  assistant  branch  manager, 
have  received  letters  from  Catholic,  Jew- 
ish and  Protestant  groups  concerning  the 
series  of  patriotic  shorts.  The  newest  in 
the  series,  “Lincoln  in  the  White  House,” 
has  been  previewed  for  many  organiza- 
tions, and  all  have  praised  it  as  highly 
as  the  others.  This  short  opened  this  week 
at  the  Roosevelt,  will  follow  next  Friday, 
February  10,  at  the  Marbro  and  Uptown; 
a week  later  at  the  Capitol,  Harding  and 
Granada;  February  24  at  the  Riviera, 
Varsity;  and  a week  later  in  all  B-week 
houses.  This  unusual  schedule  has  been 
adopted  to  get  the  reel  before  the  public 
during  the  patriotic  month  of  February. 

Tribute  From  Loyola 

One  of  the  outstanding  tributes  on  the 
series  was  received  from  Father  F.  E. 
Dinneen  of  Loyola  University  in  Chicago. 
It  follows; 

“I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  to  you 
that  the  Catholic  educators  from  Loyola 
University  and  the  parish  schools  and  con- 
vents of  Chicago  were  delighted  with  the 
program  of  patriotic  shorts.  I have  never 
seen  the  Nuns  so  thrilled  by  any  motion 
picture  show  as  they  were  last  Saturday. 
It  was  their  unanimous  opinion  and  earn- 
est desire  that  these  pictures  be  shown  to 
every  boy  and  girl  in  Chicago.  As  a sup- 
plement to  the  study  of  the  history  of 
our  country  and  a stimulus  to  patriotism 
that  these  pictures  are  of  surpassing  value 
and  interest.  Then,  too,  they  are  the  very 
best  antidote  to  the  un-American  and 
radical  propaganda  with  which  Commun- 
ists and  other  foreign  influences  are  try- 
ing to  inoculate  our  American  Youth. 

“I  tried  these  pictures  on  the  children 
of  our  school  and  found  that  they  were 
more  thrilled  and  inspired  than  by  any 
other  kind  of  show.  The  outbursts  of  ap- 
plause were  frequent  and  showed  that  the 
boys  and  girls  were  deeply  moved  by  the 
splendid  portrayal  of  the  most  crucial 
events  in  the  history  of  our  country.  You 
may  tell  the  theatre  men  of  Chicago  that 
they  will  be  doing  a service  to  the  public 
and  to  patriotism  by  showing  these  pic- 
tures. This  is  what  the  Sisters  and  the 
Fathers  from  Loyola  hope  for. 

“I  wish  to  congratulate  Warner  Bros,  on 
the  production  of  these  patriotic  shorts 
and  wish  you  all  success  with  them.” 


LeRoy  Production 

Hollywood — Mervyn  LeRoy  will  produce 
the  remake  of  “New  Moon,”  a musical,  for 
Metro,  with  Noel  Langley  set  to  script. 


^HE  Astor  and  Franklin,  independent 

neighborhood  houses,  are  being  prettied 
up  with  new  fronts. 

Fox’s  Palace  featured  a jitterbug  and 
candid  camera  carnival  on  its  stage  Mon- 
day night  with  $50  in  cash  prizes.  E.  J. 
Weisfeldt’s  amateur  revue  was  presented 
the  same  night  at  his  Riverside,  where 
$25  in  cash  is  awarded  winners. 

Claire  Windsor,  star  of  silent  films,  was 
guest  of  honor  at  a cocktail  party  and 
dinner  last  week  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Gotfredson. 

Variety  Club  has  given  two  therapeutic 
agitating  tanks  to  the  Milwaukee  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  and  the  Milwaukee  coun- 
ty hospital. 

Merrill  Theatres  Co.,  incorporated  Feb. 
19,  1933,  by  A.  L.  Robarge  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Ethel  Robarge,  has  been  dissolved. 
The  company  conducted  the  Cosmo  The- 
atre at  Merrill. 

Willott  M.  Warren,  veteran  theatreman, 
is  assisting  Miss  Lucile  Forbes  in  the 
operaticm  of  the  Cosmo  Theatre  at  Merrill. 
Miss  Forbes’  mother,  Mrs.  Vernon  Gray, 
is  also  moving  to  Merrill. 

P.  W.  Palmer  is  installing  new  sound 
equipment  in  his  Rialto  Tlieatre  at  Edger- 
ton. 

Howard  Ranson  reopened  his  Little  The- 
atre here  January  26  with  “Pagliacci.” 
The  house  has  installed  new  RCA  sound 
equipment  and  continues  its  single  feature 

Furniture  Giveaway  at 
WB  Hammond  House 

Chicago — Something  new  in  giveaways  is 
the  giving  away  at  the  Warner  Bros.’ 
Paramount  Theatre  in  Hammond  of  five 
complete  rooms  of  furniture.  Planned  by 
Larry  Stein,  district  manager  and  pub- 
licity head,  and  promoted  by  Manager  Eli 
Arkin,  there  is  a complete  room  of  furni- 
ture given  every  Tuesday  night  for  five 
weeks. 

Patrons  attending  during  the  five-week 
period  receive  coupons,  all  of  which  are 
good  for  every  drawing.  Tliey  need  not 
be  present  to  win,  but  to  be  eligible  must 
have  attended  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  of 
the  week  of  the  drawing,  and  sign  an  at- 
tendance card. 

The  tieup  was  made  with  the  Greenwald 
Furniture  Store  in  Hammond,  which  di- 
vided the  cost  of  the  mrechandise  with 
the  theatre,  for  the  advertising  plugs  on 
the  heralds,  coupons  and  screen. 

Oistie  Introduces  New 
Americanism  Trailers 

Chicago — A new  type  of  Americanism 
group  of  trailers  have  made  their  ap- 
pearance from  the  laboratories  of  Burt 
Ofstie’s  Midwest  Trailer  Co.  here.  Ofstie 
has  been  working  on  these  trailers  for 
several  months,  and  thus  far  reports  en- 
thusiastic response  from  all  sections  of  the 
country. 

Midwest  also  is  offering  special  trailers 
for  Lincoln’s  and  Washington’s  birthdays. 


policy.  It  was  dark  for  two  weeks  dur- 
ing the  installation. 

Motion  Picture  Operators’  and  Stage 
Hands’  Union,  Local  No.  655  at  Sheboy- 
gan, has  contributed  $25  toward  the  pur- 
chase of  an  iron  lung  for  public  use  in 
that  city. 

Superior  civic  and  labor  organizations 
have  contributed  to  bring  talking  pictures 
to  the  Middle  River  sanatorium.  Films 
are  loaned  the  sanatorium  by  local  the- 
atres and  shown  by  member  projection- 
ists of  the  local  union. 

Lulu  Belle  and  Skyland  Scotty,  WLS 
radio  entertainers,  made  personal  appear- 
ances at  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  Madison, 
January  29,  30  and  31,  in  connection  with 
the  showing  of  “Shine  on  Harvest  Moon.” 

JoJni  Ferger,  former  manager  of  the 
Uptown  Theatre,  Racine,  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  Odeon  Theatre,  Beaver 
Dam,  succeeding  Harold  S.  Knudsen,  who 
has  been  named  manager  of  the  three 
Fox  Fond  du  Lac  houses. 

Police,  searching  for  clues  as  to  who 
broke  the  glass  in  a doorway  at  the  Rex 
Theatre,  Beloit,  learned  that  a youngster 
had  fallen  asleep  in  the  theatre  and 
awakening  after  all  had  left,  had  smashed 
the  glass  to  get  out. 

The  Madison  chapter  of  the  American 
Association  of  University  Women  is  issu- 
ing weekly  lists  of  films  considered  suit- 
able for  family  and  juvenile  patrons. 

"Running  Wild"  on 
Theatre  "Gifts" 


St.  Louis — Local  motion  picture  theatre 
men  again  are  “running  wild”  on  give- 
aways, cut  prices  and  extra  feature  shows 
with  no  accompanying  kick  in  ticket  rates. 

Recently  the  Princess  Theatre,  a small 
St.  Louis  neighborhood  house,  put  on  an 
eight-unit  show,  including  three  features, 
and  guaranteed  that  nothing  would  be  re- 
peated on  the  bill  which  opened  at  7 p.  m. 
The  Wellston,  another  independent  in  the 
central  western  territory,  and  many  other 
houses  are  trying  to  bolster  boxoffice  re- 
ceipts with  giveaways  advertised  to  be 
worth  $1  in  addition  to  a double  feature 
bill.  Yet  there  is  no  advance  in  admis- 
sion rates. 

Many  of  the  small  houses  cut  their  rates 
to  15  cents  on  certain  nights.  One  house, 
the  Lexington,  went  a bit  farther  a few 
weeks  ago  by  offering  $1  value  cold  cream 
on  the  same  night  the  admission  rate  was 
slashed.  Beauty  ware,  silver,  cutlery,  cook- 
ing dishes,  ice  box  containers  are  other 
bait  being  dished  out  nightly  to  grab  cash 
customers  for  picture  bills. 


Remake  "Outward  Bound" 

Hollywood — Warner  Bros,  will  remake 
“Outward  Bound,”  the  Sutton  Vane  play, 
starring  John  Garfield. 
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SRO  Bill  Proposed 
For  Missouri 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — An  anti-standing 
room  bill,  directed  at  motion  picture  the- 
atres and  other  public  amusement  places, 
has  been  dropped  into  the  legislative  mill 
by  Rep.  J.  C.  Woodsmall  of  Scotland 
county. 

The  bill  would  require  all  theatres  that 
are  25  feet  wide  or  wider  to  have  a center 
aisle.  It  also  provides  that  no  person  shall 
be  sold  a ticket  admission  imless  there  is 
a seat  for  him  to  occupy  immediately. 

The  provision  against  selling  standing 
room  tickets  is  under  the  guise  of  keep- 
ing the  aisles  and  exits  clear  at  all  tmes. 


Two  Tax  Proposals  Face 
St.  Louis  Exhibitors 

St.  Louis — Alderman  Joseph  B.  Schwep- 
pe  of  the  sixth  ward  has  presented  a bill 
to  the  board  of  aldermen  to  require  a $5 
annual  license  and  a five  per  cent  tax  on 
the  gross  receipts  on  certain  sports  en- 
terprises. A fine  of  $5  to  $500  would  be 
assessed  against  violators.  Another  bill 
presented  by  Alderman  Allan  E.  Peterson 
of  the  23rd  ward  would  impose  a license 
tax  of  $5  on  “slot”  machine  of  any  de- 
scription. This  measure  would  apply  to 
gum,  candy  and  soft  drink  vending  ma- 
chines now  in  use  at  a number  of  the 
local  motion  picture  theatres. 

Still  another  bill  dropped  into  the  legis- 
lative hopper  by  Alderman  Peterson  would 
be  of  interest  to  at  least  some  motion 
picture  theatre  owners.  This  measure 
would  ask  a tax  of  one  per  cent  on  the 
gross  receipts  of  garages  and  parking  lots, 
with  a minimum  charge  of  $5  annually. 
A number  of  theatres  have  parking  lots 
for  the  convenience  of  their  patrons. 


IR  A C HI  M HE 

^HE  State  Theatre,  a Warner  Bros,  house, 

closed  for  the  past  two  years,  has  opened 
with  Myron  Kuhr,  recently  returned  to 
Racine,  as  the  house  manager.  Kulir,  who 
has  been  assistant  manager  at  the  Vene- 
tian, another  Warner  house,  is  succeeded 
there  by  Everett  Anderson,  who  served 
until  last  week  as  assistant  manager  at  the 
Rialto.  Anderson  in  turn  has  been  suc- 
ceeded at  the  Rialto  by  Irvin  Janot,  for- 
mer chief  of  service  at  the  Venetian.  Don 
Nichols  is  manager  of  the  Venetian. 

Henry  “Happy  Hank’’  Quartemont  is  the 
new  Fox  Uptown  manager.  As  head  of  the 
Badger  State  Barn  Dance  troupe,  he  ap- 
peared at  the  Uptown  weekly  for  more 
than  a year,  and  also  preseiited  his  artists 
over  the  local  radio  station  WRJN. 

The  New  Rex,  opened  on  New  Year’s 
eve  by  Stan  Kohlberg,  last  week  announced 
a policy  of  weekly  stage  shows. 

A full  page  of  advertisements  was  sold 
by  Manager  Harvey  Kny  of  the  Rialto  in 
exploiting  two  films,  “Going  Places”  and 
“Devil’s  Island.”  Names  of  Racine  citizens 
were  scattered  throughout  the  ads  and  en- 
titled the  individuals  to  free  tickets  to  the 
Rialto. 


^ILLIAM  SHERMAN,  formerly  of  New 
York,  where  he  was  connected  with 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  has  joined  the 
Universal  staff  as  a booker. 

Henry  Reiss  has  offered  the  use  of  his 
Oak  Theatre,  Oak  Park,  a suburb  of  Louis- 
ville, to  the  Oak  Park  Church,  destroyed  by 
fire,  for  their  Sunday  services  until  the 
congregation  rebuilds  the  church.  The 
church  was  located  directly  opposite  the 
Oak  Theatre. 

The  new  Berkville  Theatre,  Berkville, 
Ky.,  will  open  early  in  February.  The 
300-seat  house  will  be  managed  by  H. 
Nivens. 

Sam  Perk,  Grand  National  Pictures 
booker,  has  resigned  his  position.  He  was 
formerly  connected  with  Universal. 

Sam  Weinberg,  operator  of  the  Crescent 
and  Shelmar  theatres,  Louisville,  Ky.,  an- 
nounces the  closing  of  the  Shelmar  at  the 
end  of  March  for  extensive  repairs  and 
improvements. 

G.  J.  Black,  20th  Century-Fox  sales  rep- 
resentative, has  been  confined  to  a hospital 
in  Ft.  Wayne,  after  an  automobile  acci- 
dent Tuesday  night.  His  injuries  are  not 
serious. 

Elizabeth  Hancock,  mother  of  Laddie 
Hancock,  20th  Century-Fox  salesman,  died 
at  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  January  24,  after 
an  attack  of  streptococcus  . . . Elizabeth 
Heinrich,  sister  of  G.  L.  Heinrich,  RKO 
booker  and  office  manager,  died  January 
23  from  cerebral  hemorrhage. 

Mary  Lee,  Warner  Bros.’  new  starlet,  and 
Ted  Weems,  with  whom  she  is  appearing 
at  the  Lyric  Theatre,  were  guests  Satur- 
day morning  on  Block's  department  store 
children’s  hour,  broadcast  over  WFBM. 

The  Narrators  Club  sponsored  a public 
showing  of  amateur  motion  pictures  Wed- 
nesday night  at  the  World  War  Memorial. 
Proceeds  from  the  collection  was  sent  to 
the  James  Whitcomb  Riley  Hospital  for 
children,  and  the  Marion  County  Tubercu- 
losis Hospital  at  Simnyside,  to  buy  books 
and  literature  for  the  patients. 

Visitors  along  Filmrow:  Pete  Mailers,  Ft. 
Wayne;  John  Boice,  Warsaw;  Charles 
Kreighbaum,  Rochester;  John  Micu,  Ft. 
Wayne;  Joe  Scilling,  Conner sville ; Roy 
Harrold,  Rushville;  Mannie  Marcus,  Ft. 
Wayne,  and  Mrs.  Long,  Sheridan. 


Chicago  Winter  Scene 
Into  the  Newsreels 

Chicago — The  newsreel  boys  who  cover- 
ed the  St.  Paul  Winter  Carnival  on  Sun- 
day must  have  thought  the  scene  was 
transferred  to  the  Windy  City  when  they 
arrived  in  town  Monday  morning  aboard 
the  Pioneer  Limited. 

Red  Felbinger  and  Wayman  Robertson 
of  Paramount,  Sam  Savitt  of  Universal, 
and  Jack  Leib  and  Everett  Ryan  of  News 
of  the  Day,  all  set  up  their  cameras  on 
the  train  and  took  shots  as  they  steamed 
into  the  Northwestern  Station.  They  shot 
many  other  scenes  of  the  winter  havoc 
during  the  day,  in  the  city. 


F&M  Subsidiary  to 
Build  New  House 

St.  Louis — The  Finney  Theatre  Corp.,  a 
subsidiary  of  Fanchon  & Marco  Service 
Corp.,  has  purchased  the  northwest  corner 
of  Finney  and  Pendleton  Aves.  as  the  site 
for  a proposed  new  $250,000  theatre. 

The  new  house,  to  be  constructed  from 
plans  prepared  by  Leo  F.  Abrams,  archi- 
tect, Title  Guaranty  Bldg.,  will  be  entirely 
modern  in  motif.  Policy  will  be  first-runs, 
together  with  outstanding  traveling  Negro 
stage  shows. 

In  addition  to  the  1,500-seat  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  the  new  building  will  con- 
tain a number  of  second  story  apartment 
suites  and  lower  floor  retail  stores  flank- 
ing the  theatre  entrance  which  will  be  on 
Pendleton  Ave. 

Plans  are  already  under  way  for  the 
special  booking  of  as  many  prominent 
Negro  celebrities  and  bands  as  may  be 
available,  commencing  next  fall. 

Construction  is  scheduled  to  start  in  the 
late  summer,  or  early  fall. 


Negro  Workers  Picketing 
Is  a Double  Protest 

St.  Louis — Negro  building  workers  are 
picketing  Christian  Efthim’s  Regal  The- 
atre here,  a house  catering  to  Negro  trade, 
as  a protest  against  the  current  employ- 
ment of  white  union  mechanics  on  repair 
work  underway  at  the  Star  Theatre,  an- 
other Efthim  colored  trade  house. 

Efthim,  obliged  to  employ  union  labor, 
has  not  been  able  to  comply  with  the 
Negro  demands  because  members  of  the 
race  are  not  admitted  to  the  building 
mechanics’  union. 

John  T.  Clark,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Urban  League,  an  active  force  seeking 
to  guard  Negro  rights,  has  been  conduct- 
ing a campaign  to  bring  about  acceptance 
by  the  Building  Trades  Council  of  Negro 
membership  in  those  skilled  fields  where 
they  are  as  yet  barred. 


Egyptian  Theatres,  Inc,, 
Buys  Albion  Majestic 

Albion,  III. — The  Majestic  Theatre  here, 
formerly  operated  by  Mitchell  and  Bow- 
man, has  been  purchased  by  O.  L.  Turner, 
A.  M.  Farrar,  O.  L.  Turner  jr.,  and  John 
T.  Gaskins  of  Harrisburg,  and  F.  Barnes 
of  Carmi,  111.,  doing  business  as  the  Egypt- 
ian 'Theatres,  Inc.  Egyptian  Theatres 
operates  nine  other  houses  in  this  part  of 
the  state. 

T.  B.  Mitchell  of  the  local  firm  which 
formerly  operated  the  house,  has  retired 
to  devote  his  full  time  to  his  trucking  busi- 
ness, while  John  R.  Bowman  has  been  re- 
tained as  manager  of  the  house. 

The  Hollywood  Theatre  here,  also  re- 
ported sold  to  the  Harrisburg  circuit,  is 
still  under  management  of  Leland  Bunting. 
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Divorce  Campaign 
Starts  in  March 

Minneapolis — With  indications  that  a 
considerable  period  will  elapse  before  the 
U.  S.  supreme  court  finally  rules  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  North  Dakota  the- 
atre divorcement  law  which  action  it  this 
week  decided  to  review,  Northwest  Allied 
is  prepared  to  push  its  campaign  for  a 
similar  Minnesota  measure  in  the  present 
state  legislature  next  month. 

Organization  leaders,  are  now  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club’s 
drive  to  raise  $25,000  for  European  refu- 
gees relief,  but  as  soon  as  that  is  ended 
will  get  down  to  brass  tacks  and  have  the 
bill  introduced.  President  W.  A.  Steffes 
of  Northwest  Allied  is  confident  that  he 
can  obtain  passage  of  the  law  that  would 
compel  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co. 
(Paramount  affiliate)  to  divest  itself  of 
its  theatres  in  this  state. 


Des  Moines  Variety  Club 
Is  Santa  to  18  Boys 

Des  Moines — Members  of  the  Variety 
Club  lunched  with  18  boys  from  Arlington 
Hall  and  presented  them  with  fur  cow- 
boy jackets  that  zippered.  The  jackets 
were  sent  from  Hollywood,  then  cut  to  fit 
each  individual  boy  by  a local  furrier. 

In  addition  to  sponsoring  entirely  one 
of  the  youngsters  at  the  Hall,  club  mem- 
bers have  arranged  to  have  opticians,  den- 
tists, doctors  and  barbers  take  care  of 
the  needs  of  the  other  boys  when  occa- 
sion arises. 


A Formal  Affair  for 
Kaycee's  Barkers 

Kansas  City — On  Friday,  February  10, 
members  of  Variety  Club  will  don  formal 
dress  and  dine  and  dance  at  the  Hotel 
Muehlebach  in  honor  of  the  outgoing  of- 
ficers. There  will  be  guest  speakers  both 
from  in  and  out  of  the  industry,  an  or- 
chestra, and  a floor  show. 

Frank  Hensler  of  Metro  is  in  charge  of 
arrangements  for  the  affair,  which  Variety 
hopes  to  make  an  annual  event  that  will 
grow  in  importance  and  tradition.  R.  R. 
Biechele,  retiring  chief  barker,  and  his 
fellow  officers,  will  be  honored  partici- 
pants in  the  affair. 


Ping-Pong  Tournament 
With  Cinema  Club 

Kansas  City — A ping-pong  and  billiard 
tournament  for  members  of  Variety  Club 
and  the  Cinema  Club  will  start  February 
6 in  the  clubrooms.  Harold  Lux  of  Screen- 
land  and  Bob  Withers  of  Republic-Mid- 
west are  in  charge  of  arrangements.  There 
will  be  four  events;  match  play  on  straight 
rail  and  on  3-cushion  billiards,  and  dou- 
bles and  singles  on  ping-pong. 

The  25-cent  entry  fee  covers  entrance 
in  any  of  the  four  events  or  in  all  of 
them.  It  will  require  about  a week  to  play 
off  the  matches.  Lux  said. 


Seeks  Lower  Admission  Rate 
To  Fight  Sunday  Airshows 


Chain  Measure  to 
Missouri  Colons 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Chain  store  tax 
bill  No.  2 was  introduced  in  the  house  by 
E.  W.  Couey,  Pettis  county,  and  J.  S.  Wal- 
lace, Scott  county.  It  provides  for  taxes 
ranging  from  $2  a year  on  one  store  to 
$500  a year  for  35  or  more  units,  and  re- 
quires registration  of  each  store  with  the 
secretary  of  state  at  50  cents  apiece. 

In  the  senate,  L.  N.  Searcy  introduced 
a proposal  to  abolish  the  5 per  cent  prop- 
erty tax,  productive  of  $3,800,000  each  two 
years. 

A proposal  to  submit  to  the  voters  of 
Missouri  a constitutional  amendment 
which  would  make  the  present  2 per  cent 
sales  tax  not  more  than  6 and  not  less 
than  4 per  cent  was  submitted  to  the 
house  by  Rep.  H.  P.  Lauf  of  Jefferson 
City. 


Tax  on  Billboard  Space 
Sought  in  Nebraska 

Lincoln — Of  indirect  import  to  the  show 
business  is  Senator  Doyle’s  bill  here  which 
will  tax  25  cents  per  square  foot  of  poster 
space  (210  sq.  ft.  on  24-sheets),  on  bill- 
boards. Billboarders  claim  their  average 
revenue  per  board  of  31/2  months  a year, 
or  about  $20  per  stand,  which,  coupled 
with  the  value  of  the  board,  wouldn’t  pay 
the  cost  of  the  legislation. 

The  only  out  would  be  for  anted  prices, 
and  advertisers  already  are  squawking  on 
rates. 


Holds  Theatre  Picketing 
Is  No  Federal  Matter 

Kansas  City — Federal  District  Judge  Al- 
bert L.  Reeves,  has  declined  to  take  juris- 
diction in  a matter  of  theatre  picketing. 

The  Sun,  Kansas  City  suburban  operat- 
ed by  C.  W.  Rhode  and  Homer  Pautz,  asked 
the  federal  court  for  an  injunction  re- 
straining operators’  Local  170  from  picket- 
ing the  theatre,  which  is  operated  by  mem- 
bers of  the  families  of  the  two  owners. 
It  was  not  a federal  court  matter.  Judge 
Reeves  held. 


Garden  Grove  Gets  First 
Theatre  in  Five  Years 

Garden  Grove,  Ia. — James  Campbell  has 
opened  a new  theatre  here.  The  building 
was  completely  remodeled.  Service  The- 
atre Supply  in  Des  Moines  handled  the 
job.  A theatre  has  not  been  operated  in 
Garden  Grove  for  about  five  years. 


Lincoln — To  combat  the  “evils”  of  Sun- 
day radio  programs  which  showmen  con- 
tend, practically  annihilate  business  on 
theatre  Row  here  every  week,  Bob  Living- 
ston is  trying  to  interest  exhibitors  in 
changing  to  night  prices  for  matinees,  and 
matinee  prices  in  the  evening  for  the  one 
day. 

Manager  of  the  Capitol,  Livingston  says 
he  finds  more  than  two-thirds  of  his  Sun- 
day business  for  the  last  few  weeks  has 
been  accomplished  before  6 p.  m. 

Takes  begin  to  sag  from  about  5:00  p.  m. 
and  go  off  sharply  at  the  supper  hour,  and 
never  get  very  strong  thereafter.  Other 
theatres  notice  the  same  effect. 


Around  850  Ballots  for 
Journal-Critics  Poll 

Minneapolis — Approximately  850  bal- 
lots are  in  and  have  been  counted  in  the 
Minneapolis  Journal-Critics  of  America 
poll  on  the  best  1938  screen  performances. 
For  the  males  Lionel  Barrymore,  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Robert  Morley  are  running  neck 
and  neck.  Among  the  feminine  stars,  there’s 
a close  race  led  by  Bette  Davis,  Norma 
Shearer  and  Margaret  Sullavan. 

The  critics  are  acclaiming  Miss  Davis’ 
performance  in  “Jezebel,”  Norma  Shearer’s 
in  “Marie  Antoinette,”  Miss  Sullavan’s  in 
“Three  Comrades,”  Tracy’s  in  “Boys 
Town,”  Barrymore’s  in  “You  Can’t  Take 
It  With  You”  and  Morley’s  in  “Marie 
Antoinette.” 


Joe  Rosenberg  Joins  RKO; 
Mike  Roth  With  NSS 

Omaha — Joe  Rosenberg  has  joined  RKO 
here  as  salesman,  filling  the  vacancy 
created  by  Freddie  Horn’s  transfer  to  GN 
as  manager.  Rosenberg  was  with  National 
Screen  Service. 

Mike  Roth,  formerly  identified  with  the 
film  industry  here,  has  joined  National 
Screen  Service  to  fill  the  Rosenberg 
vacancy.  Roth  came  here  from  Chicago. 


Sproule  Sells  Rialto 

Marysville,  Kas. — Lee  Sproule  has  sold 
his  Rialto  'Theatre  here  to  Dan  Hennessy 
of  Wichita,  Kas. 


Plaudits  Make 
Playdates 

Minneapolis — After  having  played 
"A  Man  to  Remember"  on  Bank 
Nights  and  other  off  nights  through- 
out its  big  circuit,  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  has  re-booked  it  for  repeat 
dates  on  Sundays  in  every  situation 
as  a result  of  subsequent  critics'  raves 
here  and  elsewhere  and  the  film's  sen- 
sational success  at  the  World  in  Min- 
neapolis. 
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Twin  City's  Trade  Responds 
To  Variety  Refugee  Drive 


Minneapolis — Twin  City  exhibitors,  ex- 
change managers  and  film  salesmen,  meet- 
ing at  the  call  of  Chief  Barker  W.  A. 
Steffes  this  week,  pledged  themselves  to 
put  over  the  top  the  Twin  City  Variety 
Club’s  campaign  to  raise  $25,000  for  Eu- 
ropean refugees  relief  through  the  sale  of 
50,000  tickets  good  for  admission  to  all 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  theatres  Feb- 
ruary 27  and  28  and  March  1 and  2. 

Steffes  said  the  goal  was  to  have  the 
drive  oversubscribed  by  February  11  and 
that  he  was  certain  that  this  would  be 
accomplished  if  everybody  went  to  work 
with  determination. 

“This  is  a job  for  the  Variety  Club  and 
for  theatre  people  themselves,”  Steffes 
pointed  out.  “If  the  aid  of  all  friends  is 
enlisted,  however,  I know  we  can  put  it 
over  in  14  days — the  allotted  time.  It  is 
a big  job,  but  the  cause  is  so  fine  that 
I am  certain  every  film  and  theatreman 
will  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
work  as  never  before.” 

Prior  to  the  meeting,  Steffes  said,  one 
member  had  taken  ten  books  of  25  tickets 
each  and  sold  them  all  to  one  individual 
over  the  telephone. 

“This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  business  here  that  we  have  gone 
out  and  asked  the  general  public  to  help 
us  by  buying  tickets  to  our  theatres,” 
Steffes  pointed  out.  “Many  of  the  peo- 
ple that  we  are  going  to  have  been  at- 
tending previews  gratis  or  receiving  passes 
to  theatres.” 

Addressing  exchange  heads,  W.  H.  Work- 
man of  M-G-M  said  the  branches  must 
treat  the  campaign  with  the  utmost  seri- 
ousness. 

“In  the  case  of  M-G-M,”  he  said,  “I 
am  explaining  the  drive  and  giving  each 
of  the  48  employes  one  book  to  sell.” 

Tlieodore  Hays  of  the  general  commit- 
tee paid  Steffes  a tribute  for  “develop- 
ing a marvelous  idea.”  He  said  the  com- 
mittees have  done  a good  preliminary  job 
and  that  no  other  theatrical  undertaking 
ever  has  had  such  general  recognition 
and  approval. 

“The  Twin  City  Variety  Club  has  de- 
veloped a project  that  will  put  it  very 
much  in  the  local  picture  and  make  its 
members  proud  of  their  affiliation  with  it.” 
said  Hays.  Every  member  now  is  on  trial 
as  far  as  the  public  is  concerned  and  must 
make  the  drive  a success.  No  more  hu- 
mane text  could  have  been  provided. 
Spirit  and  enthusiasm  cannot  be  lacking. 
The  special  committees  will  hit  the  high 
spots,  but  the  campaign  will  rise  or  fall 
as  the  result  of  the  individual  efforts  we 
put  into  our  job. 

“We  must  work  and  we  must  give  until 
it  hurts.  I never  have  participated  in  a 
movement  that  evoked  more  enthusiasm 
from  me.  All  the  men  here  have  selling 
ability.  Use  it  and  success  is  certain. 
We  can’t  let  it  fail  for  failure  would  be 
a reflection  on  the  industry.” 

Rabbi  A.  G.  Minda  of  Minneapolis,  one 
of  the  club’s  chaplains,  was  called  on  for 
a brief  talk. 

“By  my  presence  today  I wish  to  indi- 


Couple Gets  Pass 
For  a Record 

Omaha — When  Jeanette  Sparling  and 
her  escort,  A1  Campbell,  both  of 
Omaha,  walked  into  the  Orpheum  to 
see  "Jesse  James"  (20th-Fox)  at  9:52 
p.  m.  they  broke  the  house  record  for 
an  opening  day. 

When  District  Manager  Evert  Cum- 
mings and  Manager  Bill  Miskell  hap- 
pily accosted  them,  the  couple  thought 
it  was  a holdup  or  a "pinch"  for  a 
parking  violation.  Instead  they  re- 
ceived a pass  for  the  next  week. 


cate  my  interest  in  and  deep  appreciation 
of  this  program,”  said  Rabbi  Minda.  “It 
is  a movement  in  behalf  of  the  greatest 
humanitarian  undertaking  and  concerns 
itself  with  members  of  all  racial  and  re- 
ligious groups. 

“I  traveled  through  Europe  last  summer 
and  met  people  in  whose  behalf  this  drive 
has  been  launched.  I don’t  know  if  you 
can  appreciate  what  it  means  for  entire 
families  to  be  uprooted.” 

Rabbi  Minda  cited  instances  of  suffer- 
ing. misery  and  hardship  that  had  come 
to  his  attention  personally  during  his  Eu- 
ropean tour.  He  said  the  problem  is  not 
merely  a Jewish  one,  but  that  forces  have 
arisen  in  the  world  that  challenge  our 
very  civilization.  He  pointed  out  the  refu- 
fees  are  asking  where  they’re  on  their 
way  to  and  that  the  Variety  Club  can  help 
provide  the  answer  for  the  boys  and  girls 
who  only  ask  an  opportunity  to  live.  Mem- 
bers were  asked  to  think  in  terms  of  in- 
dividual members,  instead  of  masses  and 
said  that  the  satisfaction  and  gratifica- 
tion of  doing  a share  in  a great  humani- 
tarian movement  would  more  than  repay 
members  for  their  efforts. 

A big  publicity  and  advertising  campaign 
is  being  carried  on  in  connection  with  the 
drive. 

"Idiot’s  Delight"  Film 
Not  Mayor  s Concern 

Omaha — Mayor  Dan  Butler,  who  battled 
unsuccessfully  to  censor  an  objectionable 
“kick”  phrase  from  the  stage  play,  “Idiot’s 
Delight,”  when  it  appeared  here  in  1937, 
affected  elegant  disdain  at  the  announce- 
ment that  the  motion  picture  reproduc- 
tion is  coming  to  the  Omaha  Theatre, 
Febiuiary  4. 

The  mayor  said  he  would  leave  the  mat- 
ter entirely  to  the  welfare  board,  but  the 
members  replied  that  they  won’t  demand 
a laundering  unless  there  are  outside  com- 
plaints. 

They  intimated  they  hadn’t  seen  any- 
thing in  the  lines  of  “Idiot’s  Delight”  to 
become  excited  over  in  the  first  place. 


"Wind"  Cast  Addition 
Hollywood — David  O.  Selznick  has  bor- 
rowed Evelyn  Keyes  from  Producer  Cecil 
B.  DeMille  for  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 


Suburban  Building 
Plans  Blocked 

Minneapolis — Having  blocked  the  con- 
struction of  one  proposed  new  $100,000 
theatre,  Minneapolis  exhibitors  are  start- 
ing a fight  against  another  new  show- 
house  project  in  another  section — South 
Minneapolis. 

Meeting  this  week,  the  theatre  owners, 
members  of  Northwest  Allied,  made  plans 
to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  city 
council  to  reject  the  application  for  the 
theatre  permit. 

Exhibitors  contend  that  the  city  now  is 
considerably  overseated  and  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  business  to  go  around  and 
make  theatre  operations  profitable. 

If  any  more  theatres  are  built,  they 
argue,  present  investments  not  only  will 
be  jeopardized,  but  the  general  standard 
of  entertainment  necessarily  will  be  low- 
ered. 


Novel  Pre-Lenten  Drive 
In  Tri-States  Chain 

Des  Moines — Tri-States  Theatre  Corp., 
is  sponsoring  a very  novel  pre-lenten  drive 
for  managers  which  shows  unusual  in- 
sight on  the  part  of  someone  in  the  or- 
ganization. 

In  a noble  effort  to  override  the  lull  in 
the  take  before  Easter,  a complete  Easter 
outfit  is  being  offered  the  wife  of  the 
manager  showing  the  greatest  increase  this 
year  over  his  gross  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 

Wives  are  showing  lively  interest  and 
are  prodding  their  spouses  to  the  limit. 
Exploitation  is  fast  reaching  a new  high. 
If  there  was  ever  any  doubt  about  who 
wears  the  trousers,  this  drive  will  dispel  it 
forever. 


Rex  Barrett  to  Run  for 
Reelection  as  Mayor 

Columbia,  Mo. — Mayor  Rex  P.  Barrett, 
manager  of  the  Commonwealth  Theatres 
here,  announced  this  week  that  he  will  be 
a candidate  for  re-election  to  his  present 
office  at  the  coming  Democratic  primary. 
The  mayor  has  been  associated  with  the 
Commonwealth  chain  for  several  years, 
and  was  elected  mayor  in  1937.  The  com- 
ing mayorality  election  winner  will  fill  the 
office  for  four  years,  the  term  formerly 
being  only  two  years. 


Approve  lubilesta 

Kansas  City — Kansas  City  business  men 
last  week  voted  to  continue  the  Jubilesta. 
This  is  the  annual  9-day  show  staged  in 
the  Municipal  Auditorium  by  the  city  to 
attract  people  into  town  from  the  trade 
area.  Last  year  it  lost  $46,000. 


Bill  Grant  Upped 

Kansas  City — Bill  Grant,  who  has  been 
at  the  Waldo  the  past  six  months,  has 
been  named  assistant  manager. 
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Avalanche  of  Dish  Giveaways 
Revealed  in  Kansas  City 


"Missouri"  Arrangements 
Are  Made  by  Director 

Kansas  City — Theodore  Reed,  director 
of  the  new  Paramount  picture,  “Tm  From 
Missouri,”  was  here  to  confer  with  Jerry 
Zigmond,  manager  of  the  Newman,  and 
Arthur  Cole  of  Paramoimt,  on  plans  for  an 
elaborate  world  premiere  of  the  picture 
at  the  Newman  in  March. 

The  film  and  theatre  men  will  have  full 
cooperation  from  state  agencies  for  the 
premiere. 

Chas,  Vaughan  Sells  Art 
To  Reube  Finkelstein 

Kansas  City  — Reube  Finkelstein,  who 
operates  the  Byam  at  Fairmount  and  the 
Belmont  here,  took  over  the  Ai't  Theatre, 
Kansas  City,  Kas.,  February  1,  from 
Charles  Vaughan.  Vaughan  is  leaving  the 
exhibition  business. 

Finkelstein  will  rename  the  house  the 
Jayhawk  and  install  a new  front,  marquee, 
and  improve  the  sound. 

Improvements  Planned 
For  Osmond  Theatre 

Osmond,  Neb. — R.  J.  Dalton,  owner  of 
the  Osmond  Theatre,  announces  the  house 
will  undergo  major  changes  and  altera- 
tions in  the  spring.  Among  improvements 
planned  is  a complete  remodeling  of  the 
front  of  the  brick  building  recently  pur- 
chased by  Dalton. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — Dish  giveaways  have 
reached  a higher  peak  than  ever  before 
both  in  Kansas  City  and  in  the  trade  ter- 
ritory. In  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  approximate- 
ly 25  suburban  subsequents  have  one,  two 
or  more  nights  a week  on  which  they 
give  premiums  of  some  kind,  mostly  dishes 
and  chinaware.  A glance  at  the  enter- 
tainment section  of  the  newspapers  re- 
veals almost  a dominance  of  premium  ad- 
vertising over  space  for  films  themselves. 

Newcomers  to  the  dish  premium  field 
are  Fox  Midwest  houses — Waldo,  Madrid, 
Linwood,  Gladstone  and  Vista.  Hereto- 
fore Fox  houses  have  confined  their  pro- 
motions in  this  field  to  large  items,  such 
as  radios,  refrigerators,  etc.,  backed  by 
long  special  campaigns.  Both  here  and  in 
the  territory  the  Fox  houses  have,  how- 
ever, turned  now  to  dishes. 

Appeal  Wearing  Out 

Too  long  a use  of  premiums  by  one 
theatre,  or  too  wide  a use  by  many  the- 
atres wears  out  their  appeal,  said  Jay 
Means  of  the  Oak  Park,  who  has  used 
premiums  extensively  for  several  years,  and 
who  has  closely  followed  their  development 
as  a boxoffice  stimulant. 

“There  was  a time  when  premiums  did 
stimulate  business  considerably,”  Means 
commented.  “But  now  they  just  about  pay 


for  themselves  because  we  have  used  them 
for  some  time  and  because  so  many  other 
theatres  are  offering  them.” 

Means  sees  little  chance  for  elimina- 
tion of  premiums  from  the  exhibition  field 
for  some  time. 

“Any  one  exhibitor  will  be  obliged  to 
carry  on  till  all  theatres  give  them  up,” 
he  declared. 

Giving  premiums  is  a distinctly  com- 
petitive practice.  One  exhibitor  may  be  a 
better  showman  than  another,  but  when 
one  theatre  starts  giving  dishes  with  good 
results,  competition  can  buy  them  to  off- 
set the  advantage. 

“We  stood  by  for  a long  time  and 
watched  our  patrons  going  home  from 
other  theatres  waving  dishes,”  Means  com- 
mented, “and  finally  put  them  in  our- 
selves.” 

A charge  of  an  extra  five  cents  on  regu- 
lar admission  for  those  desiring  premiums 
has  been  tried  by  several  theatres  here 
to  hold  down  premium  expense,  and  to 
assure  that  only  those  who  want  them 
will  get  them.  Means  uses  a time  limit 
to  accomplish  the  same  purpose.  On  Sun- 
day he  limits  giveaways  to  the  periods 
between  1:00  and  3:00  and  6:00  and  7:30; 
on  week  days  he  gives  only  up  to  8 o’clock. 
The  Sunday  evening  limitation  is  used 
also  to  combat  radio  competition. 
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DISPLAY 
THAT  PROVES 

The  unquestioned  Retail  Value  of 

P^ikei" 

COSMETICS 

with  Laboratory  Reports  and  copies  of 
current  advertisements  in 

National  Magazines 

Including 

VOGUE,  PICTURE  PLAY. 

SCREEN  ROMANCES. 

GLAMOUR.  ETC 

STRONG  ENOUGH  TO 
USE  OVER  AND  OVER 

NO  KEY  ITEMS 
NO  CHEATERS 


WE  ARE  not 

A “PREMIUM  HOUSE" 

THIS  IS  NOT  A 
PREMIUM  PRODUCT 
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Not  one  of  these 
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PHOTOS  of  PICTURE  STARS 
Your  PUBLICITY  DEPT. 
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Until  test  theatres  in  5 states 
had  used  this  Sensational  Ad- 
vertising Plan  and  had  proven 
it  to  be  the  best  word  of 
mouth  attendance  builder  in 
America  before  . . . 


Introducing 

THE  MOST  SENSATIONAL 
PREMIUM  GIVE-AWAY 
DEAL  EVER  OFFERED  THE 
EXHIBITOR. 


PiUcilli(  Ptfikei" 

COSMETICS  . . . TOILETRIES 

Conforms  to  the  Federal  Food, 
Drug  and  Cosmetics  Act 

BEAUTY  ITEMS  EVERY 
WOMAN  NEEDS  EVERY  DAY 

This  plan  is,  designed  for  release  in  a 
limited  number  of  theatres  in  each  state. 
Its  purpose  is  to  further  introduce  the 
quality  of  PRISCILLA  PARKER. 


SEVERAL,  TERRITORIES 
OPEN  FOR  PRODUCING 
DISTRIBUTORS 


WRITE  ZL?  PARKER-BOULDIN  CO. 


128  East  Tenth  St. 
SAINT  PAUL.  MINN. 
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Air  Curb  Proposal 
Meets  a Defeat 

Minneapolis — The  Minnesota  state  legis- 
lature turned  down  a resolution  aimed  at 
George  Burns  and  Jack  Benny,  screen 
and  radio  stars.  The  public  welfare  com- 
mittee of  the  lower  house  had  recommend- 
ed approval  of  the  resolution  which  urged 
that  “persons  now  involved  in  smuggling 
cases  in  New  York’’  be  barred  from  the 
air.  The  defeat  in  the  House  was  by  a 
vote  of  63  to  53. 

The  resolution  memorialized  the  federal 
communications  commission  to  prohibit 
appearances  on  the  air  of  radio  stars 
pleading  guilty  to  or  convicted  of  any 
crime  carrying  a maximum  penalty  of  one 
year  imprisonment.  It  called  upon  the 
commission  to  modify  licenses  of  stations 
permitting  indicted  or  convicted  stars  to 
participate  in  its  programs. 

Opponents  argued  that  the  proposal  was 
unconstitutional  and  in  violation  of  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of 
the  press.  It  was  pointed  out  that,  un- 
der its  provisions,  Tom  Mooney  would  not 
be  allowed  to  broadcast. 

Representative  L.  E.  Brophey,  author  of 
the  resolution,  declared  in  its  defense  that 
“A1  Capone  served  a long  term  for  cheat- 
ing the  government  out  of  taxes.  I don’t 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A, 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


Commonwealth's  Boone 
Opens  at  Columbia,  Mo. 

Columbia,  Mo.  — 'The  Boonfe  Theatre, 
newest  addition  to  the  Commonwealth 
chain,  opened  here  this  week.  The  house, 
of  modernistic  design,  seats  444.  The 
theatre’s  equipment  includes  RCA  sound, 
cushion  and  veneer  backed  seats.  The 
triangular-shaped  marquee  display  was 
designed  and  executed  by  the  Federal  Neon 
Co. 

The  house  will  sponsor  a policy  of  double 
feature  programs,  a new  thing  in  Colum- 
bia, and  will  change  bills  twice  a week. 
Admission  will  be  10  and  15  cents. 


Shut  George  Friedel  to 
Oklahoma  City  Branch 

Kansas  City — George  Friedel,  booker 
here  for  20th-Fox  the  past  two  years,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Oklahoma  City  of- 
fice as  head  booker,  succeeding  W.  T. 
Clark,  resigned. 

Friedel  joined  the  company  several 
years  ago  in  Des  Moines  as  shipping  clerk 
and  later  was  booker  in  the  Des  Moines  ex- 
change. 


think  people  ought  to  cheat  the  govern- 
ment out  of  taxes  and  then  get  on  a popu- 
lar radio  program  and  joke  about  it,”  he 
said. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering— Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~ 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 


ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 
Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 
Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN'  PUBUCITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


IK  A Y C IE  IIE 

pOREST  DUNLAP,  sales  manager  for  the 

American  Desk  Manufacturing  Co., 
Temple,  Tex.,  was  here  over  the  weekend 
conferring  on  theatre  seating  with  Frank 
Bowen,  factory  representative  in  this  area 
for  the  company  . . . Two  salesmen  from 
the  Universal  exchange  here.  Is  Beiser  and 
Ernie  Block,  are  working  in  the  Omaha 
territory  for  three  weeks,  augmenting  the 
Omaha  sales  force. 

In  town:  Royal  and  Billie  Cowger,  Gem 
Theatre,  Richland,  Mo.;  J.  E.  Conrad, 
Burlingame,  Kas.;  F.  L.  Lowe,  Sterling, 
Kas.;  Paul  Taylor,  Richmond,  Mo.;  Jack 
Johnston  of  McPherson,  Kas.,  up  and 
around  after  a rest  in  the  hospital;  Gus 
Diamond,  Salma  and  Arkansas  City,  Kas.; 
Howard  Meek,  Maysville,  Mo.;  Ray  Cook, 
Maryville,  Mo.;  Jim  Russell,  Lancaster, 
Mo. 

The  Magic  Eye  opened  at  the  Uptown, 
Carrollton,  Mo.,  February  3,  according  to 
O.  P.  Hill  . . . Kenneth  Gilmore,  formerly 
of  Topeka,  Kas.,  is  now  in  charge  of  check- 
ing at  M-G-M,  a post  formerly  handled  by 
Maj.  W.  M.  Wood.  Major  Wood  succeeded 
Dan  J.  Foley,  now  a salesman  at  large 
for  the  exchange. 

H.  H.  “Doc”  Barrett  has  purchased  a 
Da-Lite  screen  for  the  Ritz  here  from 
Stebbins  . . . The  Louis-Lewis  fight  the 
other  evening  really  hurt  the  show  busi- 
ness, exhibitors  say  . . . Middle  Western 
exhibitors  are  really  getting  a break.  Look 
at  all  the  pictures  that  are  being  “tailor 
made”  for  Middle  Western  presentation — 
“I’m  From  Missouri,”  “Jesse  James,”  “St. 
Louis  Blues,”  “Union  Pacific,”  “Dodge 
City,”  “Oklahoma  Kid,”  and  “Stagecoach.” 

The  street  in  front  of  the  Columbia 
exchange  seems  to  be  a regular  spot 
for  trouble.  Twice  your  local  Boxoffice 
man  happened  along  in  time  for  good 
turns.  Only  a few  weeks  ago  a fire  was 
stomped  out  under  an  automobile,  evident- 
ly caused  by  a lighted  cigaret,  careless- 
ly dropped.  Just  the  other  day  Miss 
Marion  Oviatt  of  the  National  TlLeatre 
Supply  was  unable  to  drive  her  car  out, 
hemmed  in  between  two  closely  parked 
cars.  It  was  time  for  deed  No.  2.  By  loos- 
ening the  breaks  of  the  car  behind  we 
helped  her  out  of  her  difficulty  and  con- 
tinued on  our  way.  Just  another  Boxoffice 
service.  It’s  all  in  a day’s  work. 

Add  exhibitors;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barron,  Pratt, 
Kas.;  Max  Davisson,  Clay  Center,  Kas. 

George  Weeks,  sales  manager  of  Mono- 
gram, and  George  West  of  New  York,  who 
is  interested  in  several  Monogram  ex- 
changes, were  here  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day on  their  way  east  from  the  coast, 
conferring  with  L.  F.  Durland,  manager 
of  the  local  exchange. 


Kaplans  on  Florida  Vacation 

Waterloo,  Ia. — Leonard  Kaplan  and  his 
sister,  Billie,  of  the  State  Theatre  here, 
are  leaving  for  a month’s  vacation  in 
Florida.  They  expect  to  visit  the  Mardi 
Gras  at  New  Orleans  while  away. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— ■ A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
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pREDDIE  HORN,  recently  named  man- 
ager of  GN  here,  will  say  “I  do”  with 
Beatrice  Lebitzky,  Sioux  City,  February  12. 
The  wedding  will  take  place  in  the  Black- 
stone  hotel.  Freddie  says  exhibitors’ 
wedding  presents  can  be  left  at  the  GN 
offices  . . . N.  R.  Olson,  Wisner,  was  in 
Omaha  pinch  hitting  for  M.  E.  Schreiber, 
Royal,  Wisner,  Neb.,  who  is  recovering 
from  an  operation  at  the  West  Point, 
Neb.,  hospital. 

Adelle  Anderson  of  the  WB  office  was 
confined  to  her  home  Monday  due  to  ill- 
ness ...  I.  Beiser  and  Ernie  Block,  Kan- 
sas City,  and  Joe  Smith,  Des  Moines, 
visited  Universal  early  last  week.  District 
Manager  P.  T.  Dana,  Kansas  City,  was 
also  a Universal  visitor. 

Valentine  parties  were  pumping  talk  on 
Filmrow.  The  M-G-M  annual  dinner 
party  will  be  held  at  the  Fontenelle  Hotel, 
February  11.  The  local  WB  club  will 
gather  in  the  district  offices  for  a Valen- 
tine festivity  on  February  17. 

Norm  Nielsen,  RKO  manager,  is  the 
proud  creator  of  an  office  display  for  the 
George  Schaefer  Drive  . . . The  RKO  of- 
fice force  was  all  enthused  Monday  after 
witnessing  a filming  of  ‘‘Gunga  Din.” 

Mike  Roth,  back  in  Omaha  with  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  was  around  greet- 
ing his  many  Filmrow  friends  . . . Sched- 
uled premiere  of  “Union  Pacific”  here  has 
the  town  all  excited.  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road officials  will  cooperate  in  the  sched- 
uled ceremony. 

The  Omaha  ran  from  6 a.  m.  until  Mid- 
night Saturday,  opening  day  of  “Idiot’s 
Delight.”  Breakfast  was  served  to  the  early 
goers  until  9 a.  m.  It  was  the  longest  run 
in  one  day  for  the  Omaha.  A breakfast 
show  for  “Saratoga”  was  an  earlier  suc- 
cess, but  only  one  show  was  given. 

Cob  pipes  were  common  arotmd  Omaha 
last  week,  a promotion  stunt  for  “Jesse 
James.”  Kiwanian  Eddie  Forester,  Omaha 
manager,  took  a rib  from  fellow  members 
at  the  regular  luncheon  meeting  when 
pipes  were  distributed  but  “Jesse  James” 
was  on  at  the  Orpheum. 

Last  week’s  Filmrow  visitors  included: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rozanek,  Time,  Crete,  Neb.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Noffsinger,  Madison, 
Neb.;  Joe  Lucas,  State,  Central  City,  Neb.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Pennington,  Rialto,  Vil- 
lisca,  la. 


To  Remodel  Alamo 

New  London,  Ia. — Irving  Synnes  is  clos- 
ing the  Alamo  Theatre  here  during  Feb- 
ruary in  order  to  do  some  extensive  re- 
modeling and  building.  The  building  is 
being  lengthened,  redecorated,  new  chairs 
installed  and  new  carpeting  laid. 


STS  Installs  Projectors 

Des  Moines — Service  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
here  has  installed  projectors  in  the  Urban 
Theatre,  Lost  Nation,  la.,  operated  by  U. 
A.  Christensen,  and  the  theatre  in  Wilton 
Junction,  la.,  operated  by  Fred  Fritz. 


Modernizing  Pays  Two 
Small  Town  Theatres 

Omaha  — Modern  theatre  adoption  in 
the  small  town  field  is  netting  fine  re- 
turns in  two  towns  located  in  the  Omaha 
trade  territory. 

They  are  the  State  Theatre,  Holstein, 
la.,  E.  W.  Kugel,  manager  and  the  Rodeo 
Theatre,  Burwell,  Neb.,  Warren  Hall, 
owner. 

Remodeling,  new  equipment,  cooling 
systems  and  better  acoustics  have  given 
the  two  commimities  fine  houses.  Their 
appreciation  has  been  reflected  at  the 
boxoffice. 

The  State  was  completely  revamped  in- 
side. The  walls  were  treated  acoustically 
using  varigated  colors  in  a very  unusual 
and  effective  design.  The  floor  pitch  was 
changed  to  furnish  a better  view  of  the 
screen  from  all  parts  of  the  house. 

New  chairs,  with  fully  upholstered  backs 
and  spring  edge  seat  cushions  have  been 
installed.  New  carpets,  and  new  draperies 
add  to  the  interior.  General  Seating  Co. 
chairs  were  used. 

Magic  Weather  cooling  equipment  with 
the  outlet  just  above  the  screen  insures 
an  even  distribution  of  cool  air. 

The  Rodeo,  named  after  the  town’s 
famed  Burwell  Rodeo,  is  an  outstanding 
example  of  modern  small  town  theatre 
adoption. 

Walls  here  were  treated  acoustically. 
The  remodeling  included  a foyer  with 
lounges  and  rest  rooms  in  the  basement, 
all  furnished  and  equipped  nicely.  New 
General  Seating  Co.  box  spring  uphol- 
stered seats  were  installed. 

Duo  Sound-Master  sound  equipment, 
Duo-Light  projection  lamps  and  Magic 
Weather  cooling  system  are  in  use. 

Both  houses  were  equipped  and  de- 
signed by  Scott  Ballantyne  Co.  of  Omaha. 


Modernization  on  Three 
Woods  Houses  Done 

Columbia,  Mo. — H.  G.  Woods  is  com- 
pleting extensive  modernization  and  re- 
equipment of  his  three  houses  here.  The 
Varsity  has  a new  neon  front,  a new 
screen,  lamps  and  a complete  redecora- 
tion job.  For  the  Hall,  Woods  has  pur- 
chased a new  screen,  projectors,  lamps 
and  Mirrophonic  sound.  The  Missouri  has 
a new  screen,  lenses,  lamps  and  rheostats, 
and  a complete  overhauling  job  on  the 
booth.  The  College  Theatre  Co.  operates 
the  houses. 


Fox  Midwest  Continuing 
Cooling  Installations 

Kansas  City — Fox  Midwest  Theatres, 
Inc.,  is  continuing  its  program  of  modern- 
ization with  refrigeration  for  summer  com- 
fort, according  to  L.  E.  Pope. 

The  company  will  install  new  mechani- 
cal refrigeration  plants  in  the  Lincoln, 
Kansas  City;  Gem,  Topeka,  Kas.;  Grand, 
Duquoin,  111.;  Strand,  West  Frankfort,  111., 
and  the  Illinois,  Jacksonville,  111.,  early 
this  year. 


EXHIBITORS 

How  Would  You 
Like  to  Have 

ANOTHER 

FIVE? 

AN  ADDITIONAL  FIVE 
PER  CENT  Saving  on 
Public  Liability  Insur- 
ance Is  Now  Available 
to  Members  of  the 
KMTA^ — On  Top  of  the 
Discount  Already  in  Ef- 
fect. 

To  Learn  HOW  You 
Can  Get  It 

Phone  or  Write 

Finton  H.  Jones 

Title  & Trust  Bldg. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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PARTIES  galore  at  Twin  City  Variety 

Club  this  winter,  thanks  to  live-wire 
Ray  Wylie,  chairman,  and  his  entertain- 
ment committee  . . . Bennie  Berger,  in- 
dependent circuit  operator,  has  been  men- 
tioned for  appointment  as  state  boxing 
commissioner.  Bennie  is  very  much  of  a 
fistic  fan,  attending  practically  every  card 
. . . Gladys  Swarthout,  Paramount  star, 
appeai’ing  as  soloist  at  a Minneapolis  Sym- 
phony orchestra  pop  downtown  concert, 
was  responsible  for  the  season’s  largest 
draw  by  far — 7,500  people.  The  concert 
was  held  at  the  Auditorium. 

Cocoanut  Grove,  one  of  the  local  loop’s 
largest  and  most  elaborate  night  clubs, 
closed  since  New  Year’s  eve,  is  bemg  con- 
verted into  a ballroom  and  will  feature 
name  bands  . . . Eddie  Ruben,  independent 
circuit  operator,  who  was  once  a University 
of  Minnesota  football  star,  is  a Gopher 
basketball  addict  now  . . . Orchids  to  Gor- 
don Greene  for  turning  over  his  Palace 
Theatre  for  a boxing  card  for  the  benefit 
of  infantile  paralysis  victims  in  connec- 
tion with  President  Roosevelt’s  drive. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  John  Snyder,  Williston,  S.D.; 
Barnie  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn.;  Ray  Hill- 
er, Marshall,  Minn.;  Lyle  Webster,  Rice 
Lake,  Wis.;  Lowell  Smoots,  Little  Falls, 
Minn.;  G.  S.  Schi'oeder,  Ellsworth,  Minn.; 
W.  S.  Smith,  Menominee,  Wis.,  and  George 
Westerman,  Milaca,  Minn.  . . . Ernie  Hill, 
Warner  Bros,  salesman,  bacheloring  it  now, 
his  wife  having  gone  to  Los  Angeles  for 
her  health. 

Plenty  of  banners  hanging  around  the 
RKO  offices  to  inform  exhibitors  that  the 
George  Schaefer  drive  is  on  ..  . Jack  Gold- 
har.  United  Artists  district  manager,  here 
for  several  days,  expressed  pleasure  over 
the  fact  that  the  Minneapolis  branch  led 
the  district  as  of  December  31  in  the  20th 
annual  sales  drive  . . . The  wife  of  Max 
Torodor,  independent  neighborhood  exhibi- 
tor, and  the  widow  of  the  late  Louis  Ru- 
benstein,  are  spending  a few  moiiths  in 
Florida. 

Jack  Dempsey  stopped  over  en  route  to 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  to  referee  a boxing 
match  . . . Bob  Ableson,  Paramount  sales- 
man, proudly  displaying  some  signed  1939- 
40  contracts — probably  the  first  of  the  sea- 
son’s deals  to  be  put  through  . . . Syd 
Volk,  independent  neighborhood  exhibitor, 
back  from  a Washington  and  New  York 
vacation  which  he  enjoyed  very  much  . . . 
W.  A.  Steffes  and  Bennie  Berger,  in  the 
east  for  the  national  Allied  States  indus- 
try pact  conference,  narrowly  missed  be- 
ing on  the  plane  that  sank  in  the  Atlantic 
en  route  to  Bermuda.  After  planning  to 
take  the  plane,  they  decided  their  pres- 
ence was  needed  immediately  in  Minne- 
apolis in  connection  with  the  'Twin  City 
Variety  Club  campaign  to  raise  $25,000  for 
German  refugees’  relief. 

Harry  Hirsch  and  Harry  Katz  are  ex- 
pected back  any  day  now  from  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  where  they  spent  the  winter.  They 
plan  to  reopen  the  Gayety  with  stock  bur- 
lesque February  15  . . . Bess  Crane,  Eddie 
Ruben’s  secretary,  off  for  Florida  to  spend 
a month’s  vacation  . . . Barnie  Benfield, 
prominent  Morris,  Minn.,  exhibitor,  re- 
vealed here  this  week  that  he  has  the  golf 


clubs  all  packed,  preparatory  to  depart- 
ing for  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he'll  spend 
the  balance  of  the  winter.  The  missus  will 
accompany  him. 

Tommy  Charek,  Warner  Bros,  salesman, 
has  changed  his  abode  from  the  King  Cole 
to  the  Fi-ancis  Drake  . . . Charlie  Weiner, 
Monogram  co-franchise  holder,  tells  of 
stopping  off  at  McLaughlin,  S.  D.,  en 
route  from  Bismarck,  N.  D.,  to  Pierre, 
S.  D.,  and  being  pressed  into  service  as  a 
doctor.  The  McLaughlin  exhibitor  is  a 
telephone  switchboard  operator  on  the  side, 
or  vice-versa.  While  Weiner  was  trying 
to  sell  him  Monogram  product  a farmer 
came  in  with  two  small  children  suffering 
from  convulsions.  No  doctor  was  avail- 
able so  Weiner  volunteered  to  diagnose 
their  ailments  and  prescribe.  His  Medi- 
cal Corps’  training  during  the  World  War 
stood  him  in  good  stead.  His  diagnosis 
of  diphtheria  proved  correct  and  the  chil- 
dren are  now  receiving  proper  medical  at- 
tention at  home. 

Frederic  Ullman  jr.,  Pathe  News’  vice- 
president,  stopped  over  en  route  to  the 
Pacific  coast  . . . RKO’s  “Man  to  Re- 
member,” chosen  on  nearly  every  list  of 
1938’s  ten  best  pictures,  now  in  the  midst 
of  a sensational  run  at  the  World  here, 
ran  14  days  at  the  Granada,  Duluth,  as 
compared  with  a ll-day  engagement  for 
“Snow  White”  at  the  same  theatre  . . . 
Jack  Goldhar,  United  Artists  district  man- 
ager, visiting  Ralph  Cramblet,  local  branch 
manager,  congratulated  the  latter  because 
the  exchange  here  led  the  eiitire  district 
as  of  December  31  in  the  20th  annual  sales 
drive  now  under  way. 

Tire  Orpheum  here  gets  another  stage 
show  February  17 — another  Major  Bowes 
unit  . . . Harry  Hugo  Caddell,  whom  the 
police  held  here  for  the  New  York  au- 
thorities on  an  extortion  charge  and  for 
questioning  about  narcotics  smuggling,  was 
a film  scenario  writer  at  Hollywood  for 
a while  ...  A woman  patron  of  one  of 
the  Minneapolis  loop  theatres  lost  her 
pm-se  containing  $300  cash  and  $750  in 
rings.  She  says  she  placed  it  on  the 
empty  seat  beside  her  and  when  she  went 
to  get  it  it  was  gone  ...  A bill  has  been 
introduced  into  the  state  legislature  to 
legalize  pari  mutuel  racetrack  betting.  It 
will  have  rough  sailing.  A similar  meas- 
ure has  been  introduced  in  every  session 
within  memory  and  failed  of  passage. 

Leo  Murray,  manager  of  the  Lyceum, 
legit  roadshow  house,  a red-hot  prizefight 
fan  . . . R.  C.  Libeau,  Paramount  district 
mmiager,  in  from  his  Kansas  City  head- 
quarters for  a brief  visit  . . . “Son  of  Fran- 
kenstein” goes  into  the  Orpheum  this 
month  . . . Many  exhibitors  are  playing 
repeat  runs  on  Paramount’s  News  issue 
No.  42,  containing  the  “Bill  of  Rights” 
sequence.  Moreover,  many  theatre  owners 
who  ordinarily  don’t  play  Paramount  News 
have  bought  this  reel,  according  to  Ben 
Blotcky,  local  Paramount  head. 

“Cloistered,”  being  distributed  by  Mono- 
gram, is  landing  numerous  bookings  in 
the  territory.  Tlie  picture  is  playing  a 
considerable  number  of  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  “A”  houses.  It  goes  into 
the  State,  Minot,  N.  D.,  February  7,  and 
into  the  Dakota,  Grand  Forks,  N.  D., 


Coming  Product  Cheers 
Many  Subsequents 

Minneapolis — While  business  in  many 
of  the  Twin  City  neighborhood  houses  and 
out-of-town  situations  has  left  much  to 
be  desired  in  recent  months,  the  fine 
product  now  coming  up  and  which  will  be 
available  for  the  subsequent-run  houses 
in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  makes 
for  considerable  optimism  in  the  trade. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  boxof- 
fice  hits  are  on  tap,  or  soon  will  be,  it’s 
pointed  out. 

Among  the  releases  which  should  en- 
gender exhibitor  happiness  are  “Idiot’s 
Delight,”  “Stand  Up  and  Fight,”  “Sweet- 
hearts,” “Blondie,”  A Man  to  Remem- 
ber,” “Gunga  Din,”  “Jesse  James,”  “Ken- 
tucky,” “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
“Out  West  With  the  Hardys,”  “Dawn  Pa- 
trol,” “Son  of  Frankenstein,”  “Gangster’s 
Boy,”  “Pride  of  the  Navy,”  “Dracula- 
Frankenstein,”  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,” 
“They  Made  Me  a Criminal,”  “Trade 
Winds,”  “Duke  of  West  Point,”  “Topper 
Takes  a Trip,”  “If  I Were  King,”  “Union 
Pacific,”  “Pygmalion”  and  “The  Lady 
Vanishes.” 

It’s  one  of  the  longest  and  best  lists  of 
sure-fire  boxoffice  films  for  any  one  period 
in  the  trade’s  opinion. 


Rejoice  Over  Action 

Minneapolis — Exhibitors  in  the  territory 
are  glad  to  learn  from  Hollywood  that  next 
season’s  product  will  run  largely  to  action 
pictures.  They’re  the  best  boxoffice  tonic, 
according  to  the  trade. 

Peeling  among  prominent  exhibitors  is 
that  there  have  been  too  many  crime, 
gangster  and  G Men  pictures  and  that 
the  public  is  becoming  fed  up  on  this  type 
of  film. 


March  7 and  8 . . . Joe  Podoloff,  20th- 
Fox  branch  manager,  wearing  broad  smile 
these  days  because  of  the  “Jesse  James” 
boxoffice  accomplishments. 

Since  the  Palace  abandoned  its  line  of 
girls  for  straight  vaudeville  the  weekends, 
business  has  improved,  according  to  Man- 
ager Gordon  Greene  . . . “Ice  Follies  of 
1939”  comes  into  the  Arena  here  March  21 
fo  26  ...  A.  J.  Myles,  Universal  home- 
office  auditor,  off  for  Chicago  . . . John 
J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  gen- 
eral manager,  returned  from  New  York 
raving  about  “Gunga  Din,”  which  he  wit- 
nessed there,  and  it  was  music  to  the 
ears  of  “Nickey”  Goldhammer,  local  RKO 
branch  manager. 

They’ve  been  working  the  boys  at  War- 
ner Bros,  so  hard,  because  of  the  rush- 
ing business,  that  two  of  them  have  had 
to  go  in  for  eye  glasses  . . . Harold  John- 
son, Universal  branch  manager,  visited 
southern  Minnesota  accounts  . . . “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  is  receiving  ad- 
ditional playdates  in  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  houses,  according  to  “Hy”  Chap- 
man, Columbia  branch  manager. 

Bill  Shartin  is  up  from  last  place  to 
third  in  the  race  of  Warner  Bros,  sales- 
men  to  carry  off  first  honors  locally  in 
the  third  annual  Sears  drive.  Bill  Grant 
still  leads  and  Charlie  Jackson  continues 
in  second  place.  Cards  proclaiming  “The 
Midwest  District  Must  Win  the  Sears 
Drive”  cover  the  exchange. 
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Giveaways,  Games 
Grope  in  Omaha 

Omaha — Giveaways  and  chance  games, 
something  to  replace  now  extinct  Bank 
Night,  haven’t  taken  hold  here.  A few 
neighborhoods  have  small  giveaways,  but 
nothing  big  has  taken  shape. 

Operators  say  although  grosses  haven’t 
climbed  back  to  the  Bank  Night  era  they 
have  moved  along  well,  especially  through 
this  winter  with  open  weather  a definite 
asset. 

Giveaways  aren’t  many  in  the  Omaha 
trade  territory  although  there  has  been  a 
stir  among  the  smaller  operators  of  late. 

It  is  assumed  Bank  Night  and  the 
grosses,  which  went  with  it,  would  be  a 
welcome  return,  but  apparently  Bank  Night 
is  the  only  thing,  which  would  interest  the 
local  exhibitors.  And  this  is  definitely  out. 

Business  conditions  in  the  territory 
could  stand  improvement.  Sufficient  mois- 
ture and  at  the  right  time  to  insure  crops 
would  be  the  biggest  boost. 

U.  S.  Films  Play  Role 
In  Central  America 

Des  Moines — American  motion  pictures 
are  playing  an  important  role  in  fighting 
off  Fascist  and  Nazi  inroads  in  Central 
America,  Edwin  E.  Huber,  an  importer 
of  American  goods  in  San  Salvador,  El 
Salvador,  told  Boxoffice  last  week  while 
on  a visit  here. 

“American  movies,”  said  Huber,  “are 
good  propaganda  for  a righteous  belief  in 
true  democracy.  I once  saw  a movie  there 
of  a German  refugee  pointing  to  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  and  saying,  ‘As  long  as  that 
stands,  then  the  world  has  a chance.’  ” 

New  Name  lor  Lincoln 
Orpheum  by  Contest 

Lincoln — The  Orpheum  here  gets  a new 
moniker  when  it  relights.  J.  H.  Cooper, 
when  here,  decided  it  will  be  called  the 
Nebraska  Theatre,  unless  some  better 
name  is  suggested. 

Setting  up  timber  for  suggestion,  he’ll 
give  $50  in  $5  prizes  for  the  best  ten  let- 
ters saying  why  it  should  be  called  the 
Nebraska.  And  then,  if  a better  name  is 
suggested  he’ll  give  an  additional  $50,  all 
in  one  piece. 

Box  Social  Scheduled  by 
Omaha  Variety  Club 

Omaha  — Variety  Club  members  will 
gather  Sunday  for  the  club’s  annual  Box 
Social.  Dancing,  Bingo  and  cards  will  fill 
the  evening’s  program  after  the  box  auc- 
tioning. The  social  is  for  members,  their 
wives  and/or  sweethearts. 

An  important  business  meeting  is 
scheduled  this  Saturday  night.  The  first 
King  for  a Day  event  will  be  held  Febru- 
ary 13  with  Earl  Perkins  of  Vitagraph,  as 
chairman. 


gINCLAIR  LEWIS  told  Ken  Clayton  here 
last  'Tuesday  while  he  enjoyed  Ken’s 
telegram  immensely,  he  was  surprised  that 
Western  Union  handled  it.  Ken  went  from 
Des  Moines  to  attend  Lewis’  play  in  Dav- 
enport Monday  evening,  then  missed  the 
train  on  which  he  was  to  have  returned 
with  the  famous  author  'Tuesday.  The 
telegram  was  a terse  journalistic  burn  . . . 
Ben  Lass  at  National  Screen  has  given  up 
whistling  swing  tunes  and  is  now  practic- 
ing lullabys.  'They  say  he’s  getting  allergic 
to  jokes  about  pacing  papas,  etc.,  too.  D’ja 
spose?  Oh,  skip  it  ...  We  hear  another 
Filmrower  is  paddling  his  own  canoe  and 
has  shouldered  responsibility  for  unpress- 
ed trousers,  buttonless  shirts  and  spotted 
ties.  The  Live-Alone-and-Like-It  idea 
seems  to  be  catching  on. 

Joy  Hodges  appeared  last  weekend 
(Jan.  28/  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre  in 
Davenport  direct  from  her  Hew  York  per- 
sonal appearance.  She  expects  to  return 
to  the  west  coast  early  next  month  to 
start  work  on  a new  picture  for  Universal. 
Anyone  who  has  seen  the  hig  tire  ad- 
vertisement in  the  lobby  of  the  Orpheum 
knows  that  Jack  Nearly,  manager  isn’t 
passing  up  any  bets  for  revenue  ...  In 
promoting  “Jesse  James’’  the  Des  Moines 
Theatre  posted  reward  handbills  all  over 
town  and  flooded  the  loop  district  with 
menacing  outlaws  . . . Royal  Beal  of  the 
“Angela  is  22”  cast  has  a fancy  answer 
for  anybody  who  asks  him  if  he  has  ever 
been  in  the  films.  He  tells  them  about  the 
time  he  played  city  editor  in  an  adver- 
tising film  for  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  in  New 
York. 


Ruby  Keeler,  wife  of  A1  Jolson,  owes  Herb 
Owens,  the  handsome  and  versatile  young 
Tribune  reporter,  a nickel.  Years  ago,  be- 
fore Ruby  married  Al,  Herb  was  waiting 
backstage  at  the  Capital  'Tlieatre  in  New 
York  for  a girl.  Miss  Keeler  wanted  to 
use  a pay  phone  to  call  Al,  had  no  change 
and  bummed  a jitney  from  Owens. 

Harry  Gillette,  former  Des  Moines 
newsboy  and  now  a Hollywood  extra,  told 
local  friends  last  week  that  as  master  of 
ceremonies  at  the  Casino  Theatre  here 
years  ago  he  once  paid  Joy  Hodges  50 
cents  to  sing  in  the  amateur  show.  “But 
she  got  it  back  on  me,”  he  said.  “She 
starred  in  a picture  not  long  ago  while  I 
was  just  another  extra  in  the  same  film.” 

Roy  Chansky  at  Service  'Theatre  says 
he’s  seen  some  sights  in  his  day,  but  the 
corncob  door  knobs  at  the  Garden  Grove 
Cafe  just  about  flabbergasted  him  . . . 
Mable  Baldwin  at  Inland  Express  keeps 
track  of  her  relatives  through  Boxoffice 
columns.  She  says  that’s  the  only  way 
she  knows  what’s  happening  to  her  cousin, 
John  McBride,  in  Omaha  . . . Lee  Henry 
of  Stuart  was  met  in  a snowstorm  the 
other  day  . . . The  Victor  Mantzes  of  Og- 
den and  the  Irving  Synnes  of  New  Lon- 
don were  on  the  Row  this  week. 

Elmer  Tilton  of  Republic  brought  ttoo 
wicked-looking  swords  back  from  Mexico, 
and  you’d  better  sign  on  the  dotted  line 
if  he  swashbuckles  into  your  town  with  a 
contract  . . . Lorena  Richardson  imore- 
interested-in-marriage-than-films)  is  not 
under  contract  with  Republic  as  we  stated 
before.  She’s  in  their  training  school  . . . 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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fjARRY  SHUMOW  down  for  a while 
and  had  Bob  Livingston  sign  some  new 
Metro  contracts  for  second  runs  . . . Sena- 
tor E.  M.  Neubauer,  the  theatre  divorcer, 
says  he  hasn’t  set  a date  yet  for  the  hear- 
ing on  his  two  bills  . . . Industry  breathed 
a sigh  of  relief  when  a lot  of  the  expected 
legislation  got  no  farther  than  the  solon’s 
pockets  before  closing  date  for  introduc- 
tion. Both  a censorship  and  reseating  bill 
were  being  carried  around  by  a couple  of 
senators,  but  they  didn’t  introduce  them 
. . . Bob  Huffman  was  a caller  at  the 
senate  chamber  to  give  oaklies  to  all  the 
lawmakers  for  the  Stuart  and  the  Lincoln. 

Earle  Perkins  was  lured  into  a pool 
room  and  made  to  pay  for  everybody’s 
game.  Couldn’t  wheedle  those  small 
pockets  . . . Iz  Weiner  and  his  Mrs.  ring- 
sided one  night  at  the  Turnpike  Casino 
. . . Harold  Hellerich  held  out  against  ban- 
ishment to  the  J.  H.  Cooper  Enterprises’ 
Siberia  (Colorado) , and  stays  on  here  in 
Lincoln.  Will  probably  go  to  the  Orpheum 
when  it  opens  . . . One  reason  Harvey 
Traylor  and  Ed  Vaughan  are  so  cordial  is 
because  of  what  they  know  on  each 
other. 

Mrs.  Boxoffice  being  out  in  Harry 
Schiller's  town  for  a week,  Boxoffice 
dated  theatre  Row’s  prize  cook,  Alvin  Hen- 
dricks, for  a tour  of  the  night  spots.  He’s 
a terpsichorean  whirlwind,  the  $25 -brand 
of  “jitterbug”  . . . Charlie  Morehead  sticks 
so  close  to  Beatrice,  they  ought  to  elect 
him  town  crier  . . . This  is  the  week  of  Or- 
ville Rennie’s  home  talent  opus  at  the 
Rivoli,  in  Hastings.  Did  swell,  grabbing  a 
whole  page  of  the  World-Herald’s  roto 
section  on  the  stunt. 

Ed  Schoenthal  rated  a spread  in  his 
home  town  paper  as  a balloon  blower,  the 
champ  of  Holdrege  where  the  land  is  flat, 
the  Swedes  grow  tall  and  the  women 
beautiful  . . . Charlie  Lieb  is  suffering 
somewhat  under  the  film-peddler-imposed 
strain  of  facing  his  coming  marriage  with- 
out the  shakes.  The  boys  keep  him  up 
nights  making  marriage  sound  as  awful 
as  they  can — and  some  of  them  can  surely 
make  it  terrible  . . . Howard  Federer  has 
the  best  story  to  illustrate  why  one  should 
not  talk  to  strangers  on  the  train  . . . 
Journal  and  Star-Theatres  ten  best  poll 
winner  goes  to  Hollywood,  leaving  Na- 
ponee.  Neb.,  at  4:30  a.  m.,  February  12. 

Stuart  will  probably  be  a vaudeville  spot 
soon  . . . George  O.  Monroe  got  a few 
snickers  with  WOW’s  promotional  reel, 
which  showed  Barney  Oldfield,  the 
Journal  and  Star  critic,  with  the  freaks 
in  Beckmann  & Gerety’s  carnival  at  the 
fair  last  fall  . . . Leland  and  Cecilia  Mis- 
chnick  were  down  on  a day  off  to  visit 
the  home  folks.  He  works  for  the  Omaha 
Ralph  Goldberg. 


A Scandinavian  Boost 

Des  Moines — This  week  Younkers’  Tea- 
room is  advertising  Scandinavian  evenings, 
featuring  an  appetizing  Smorgasbord  and 
dinner.  The  folk  dancing  in  Scandina- 
vian costume,  Norden  Singers  and  dinner 
dancing  will  be  followed  by  colored  mov- 
ing pictures  of  Scandinavia. 


It  Wasn't  the  Right 
Atmosphere 

Dubuque,  la. — Mrs.  Don  Ameche,  the 
former  Honore  Prendergast  of  Dubuque, 
was  amazed  when  her  husband,  sched- 
uled to  make  the  rain  sequence  with 
Claudette  Colbert  in  “Midnight,"  ex- 
plained it  couldn't  be  done  that  day 
because  it  was  raining. 


Ellison  and  Stiles  Added 
To  Kaycee  NSS  Force 

Kansas  City — Homer  Ellison,  formerly 
operator  of  the  State  in  Garden  City,  Kas., 
and  more  recently  salesman  for  National 
Screen  Service  in  Denver,  has  joined  Na- 
tional Screen  here  as  salesman  for  western 
Kansas. 

Charley  Gregory,  branch  manager,  an- 
nounces also  that  Ted  Stiles,  formerly  head 
auditor  for  W.  D.  Fulton  and  manager 
of  the  Tivoli,  and  previously  with  Glen 
W.  Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc.,  will  be  office 
manager  of  the  NSS  branch. 


Bowes  Unit  Brings  Back 
"Flesh"  to  Lincoln 

Lincoln — The  first  vaudeville  in  more 
than  a year  for  Lincoln  popped  up  at  the 
Lincoln,  with  Major  Bowes  “Rodeo 
Rhythm”  revue  on  for  two  days.  The 
unit  was  scheduled  for  the  Lincoln  first, 
then  moved  to  the  Stuart,  and  then  back 
to  the  Lincoln,  before  it  opened. 

According  to  advices  here,  it’s  very 
likely  future  vaudeville  will  be  at  the 
Stuart,  since  it  is  spotted  directly  across 
the  street  from  the  latest  J.  H.  Cooper 
opposition,  the  Liberty,  which  is  owned 
by  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc. 


Services  for  H,  E,  Holm 
Are  Held  in  St,  Paul 

St.  Paul — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  for  H.  E.  “Pat”  Holm,  manager  of 
the  Royal  Theatre,  Spirit  Lake,  la.,  one 
of  the  houses  of  Harold  Field’s  Pioneer 
Iowa  circuit.  Holm,  who  was  born  in 
Sweden  Jan.  24,  1894,  died  at  Spirit  Lake 
January  25. 


New  Catalogue 

Enid,  Okla. — Wesley  Trout,  local  equip- 
ment dealer,  has  issued  a new  booklet  and 
catalogue  covering  equipment  and  supplies. 
It  contains  instructions  on  repairing  in- 
termittent movements  and  setting  of  sound 
lenses,  data  on  new  standard  screen  sizes 
and  formulas  for  film  cement. 


Ruben  House  Opens 

Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. — Eddie  Ruben’s  new 
$100,000  Hollywood  Theatre  here  has  opea- 
ed.  The  theatre  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  beautiful  in  South  Dakota. 


Heart  Attack  Fatal 

Kansas  City — Glen  Rose,  41,  head  of 
the  Claude  Neon  Federal  Southwest  Co. 
at  Wichita,  Kas.,  is  dead  of  heart  trouble. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.  is  running  a 
trailer  in  all  its  houses  here  showing  the 
workings  of  Bank  Night  ...  A preview 
of  “Idiot’s  Delight’’  was  given  last  week 
for  the  Drake  School  of  Radio. 

Three  weeks  of  pictures  on  Mickey 
Rooney’s  life  and  sensational  rise  in  film 
popularity  start  tomorrow  in  the  Sunday 
Register  roto  section.  Gail  Sondergaard  is 
ssTidicated  on  the  magazine  cover  with 
that  gag  about  her  being  too  sexy  to 
keep  the  part  of  the  witch  in  M-G-M’s 
“The  Wizard  of  Oz.”  . . . Register  and 
Tribune  plans  for  a party  for  employes’ 
youngsters  February  11  tentatively  caU 
for  a morning  film  show  with  westerns 
and  cartoons  to  entertain  the  kiddies  . . . 
Wonder  if  RKO  Talent  Scout  Moore  will 
look  over  community  theatre  talent  here 
at  the  Kendall  playhouse  as  Director  John 
Ross  Winnie  hopes. 

“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,”  Priscilla 
Lane  vehicle  soon  to  be  released  by  War- 
ner Bros.,  is  receiving  some  nice  advance 
publicity  through  presentation  of  the  play 
by  the  Kendall  Community  Players  here 
. . . Darrell  Donnell,  RKO  representative, 
spent  a day  in  Des  Moines  clearing  the 
way  for  the  Iowa  audition  in  RKO’s  na- 
tionwide talent  drive.  The  drive  is  being 
conducted  through  Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  radio  program.  Two 
winners  in  the  national  talent  hunt  will 
get  film  contracts  and  parts  in  RKO’s  pic- 
turization  of  Iowan  Phil  Strong’s  novel 
“Career.” 

Note  to  G.  Ralph  Branton  at  Tri-States: 
We  guarantee  a terrific  influx  of  late 
juvenile  trade  out  in  HigWand  Park  if  the 
kids  get  wise  to  this:  We  went  to  the 
New  Hiland  at  10:15  the  other  evening, 
meaning  to  catch  the  second  feature  only. 
There  was  no  one  interested  in  money  at 
the  boxoffice,  so  we  wandered  on  into  the 
lobby  and  stood  gaping  around  awhile  for 
a ticket-taker  or  anything.  No  luck,  heck, 
so  two  of  us  saimtered  on  into  the  the- 
atre and  enjoyed  the  show  gratis.  Thanks 
a million  . . . (aw,  try’n  collect!) 

Asked  about  the  Row’s  bowling  team. 
Art  Anderson  at  Warner  says  it’s  coming 
along  infamously  . . . We  hear  from  a very 
reliable  source  that  Art,  Don  West  of 
Central  States,  and  “Canonball”  Lee  have 
taken  up  ice  skating.  A less  reliable  source 
informs  us  that  the  petite  “Sonja  Henies” 
wear  little  red  stocking  caps  and  bright 
blue  shorts  while  doing  their  falls.  We  are 
intrigued,  and  if  you  are  just  drip  around 
at  the  Birdland  Lagoon  sometime  . . . 
Exhibitors  are  getting  a bang  out  of  back- 
ing their  entries  in  the  Warner  Derby.  To 
date,  that  fancy  bit  of  horse  flesh,  Beatty, 
holds  first  place  but  Thoroughbreds  Fol- 
som, Herman  and  Wells  are  far  from 
winded  and  it’s  still  anybody’s  race. 

Tri-States  Travelogue:  The  A.  H.  Blanks 
at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles 
. . . Ray  Blank  and  Shirley  Percival  jr., 
on  a Caribbean  cruise.  They’re  returning 
in  a few  weeks  by  way  of  Miami  . . . The 
G.  Ralph  Brantons  and  the  Myron  Blanks 
planning  to  leave  Tuesday  for  two  or  three 
week  of  lolling  there,  too. 
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Ohio  Labor  After 
Legislative  Aid 


"Ban  the  Bank  Night  Measure 
Is  Before  W.  Ya.  Judiciary 


Columbus — Although  relatively  few  bills 
as  yet  have  been  placed  in  the  legislative 
hoppers,  the  program  of  organized  labor 
to  secure  state  legislation  to  support  its 
objectives  is  pretty  well  defined,  exhibi- 
tors of  Ohio  learned  this  week  from  a 
bulletin  issued  by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary 
of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
Ohio. 

Bills  carrying  out  labor’s,  three-way  pro- 
gram have  been  introduced  at  Columbus 
and  hearings  before  the  house  committees 
on  these  significant  measures  will  start 
shortly. 

Two  almost  identical  bills  are  designed 
to  curb  drastically  the  right  of  Ohio  courts 
to  extend  protection  to  employers  in  labor 
disputes.  They  apply  to  intra-state  busi- 
nesses. 

A bill,  directly  modeled  after  the  New 
York  State  Labor  Relations  Act  which 
has  been  in  operation  for  18  months,  would 
create  a three-man  state  labor  relations 
board  and  would  extend  to  all  types  of 
local  business  in  Ohio. 

House  Bills  No.  16,  introduced  by  Rep- 
resentative Body  Huml  of  Cleveland  and 
No.  24,  introduced  by  Representative  W. 
B.  Bixler  of  Akron,  both  would  write  into 
state  law  and  apply  to  the  state  courts 
the  same  provisions  which  Congress,  ap- 
plied to  federal  courts  in  1932  through  the 
Norris-LaGuardia  Act. 

Its  passage,  states  the  ITO  bulletin,  in- 
sofar as  theatre  owners  and  operators  of 
other  local  businesses  in  Ohio  are  con- 
cerned, would  mean  practically  the  with- 
drawal of  all  protection  by  the  courts 
against  violence  or  vandalism  in  labor  dis- 
putes, since  it  interposes  many  additional 
steps  and  time-wasting  procedures  pre- 
liminary to  granting  of  injunctions  in  these 
cases. 

House  Bill  No.  64,  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative W.  H.  Whetro  of  fronton,  would 
appropriate  $100,000  from  the  state  treas- 
ury to  finance  initially  a new  permanent 
branch  of  the  state  government  which 
would  have  as  its  chief  purpose  the  pro- 
motion of  rmionism. 

Mr.  Whetro’s  bill  seeks  to  create  a three- 
man  permanent  labor  relations  board, 
each  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
and  to  serve  six  years  at  $6,000  annually. 
It  would  be  the  purpose  of  this  board  to 
insure  the  right  of  the  worker  to  self- 
organization  and  collective  bargaining 
through  representatives  of  his  own  choos- 
ing. 

Regarding  the  state  minimum  wage  and 
maximum  hour  law  for  Ohio  the  ITO 
bulletin  states  that  the  Ohio  move  in  this 
direction  has  taken  the  form  of  House 
Bill  No.  65,  introduced  by  Whetro,  closely 
following  the  federal  law  both  as  to  a 
floor  for  wages  and  a ceiling  for  hours. 
If  passed,  it  would  in  the  beginning  ap- 
ply a maximum  work  week  of  44  hours 
and  a minimum  wage  of  $11  for  all  em- 
ployes. This  would  automatically  progress 
to  a maximum  work  week  of  40  hours  and 
a minimum  wage  of  $16.  In  addition, 
special  wage  boards  may  be  created  which 


Iniormation  to 
Prove  Point 

Pittsburgh — Arthur  Low,  who  presides 
ctt  the  boxoiiice  of  the  Nixon  Theatre, 
tells  this  one. 

Last  week  a woman  stepped  up  to 
one  of  the  windows  (the  emergency 
boxoffice  was  opened  for  the  first  time 
in  years)  and  told  of  her  ticket  desires. 

"And  no  seats  back  of  a post,"  she 
ordered. 

"Madame,"  replied  Low  in  outraged 
dignity,  "the  Nixon  has  no  seats  back 
of  posts." 

"Yes  it  has — 15  years  ago  I saw 
Jeanette  MacDonald  in  'Boom  Boom' 
and  those  seats  were  smack  in  back  of 
a post!" 

Bank  Night  Called 
Lotterg  bg  BBB 

Pittsburgh — The  better  business  bureau 
pounded  away  at  Bank  Night  this  week,  a 
BBB  bulletin  classifying  the  theatre  at- 
tendance promotion  stunt  as  a commer- 
cial lottei’y. 

Latest  angle  is  an  “insurance  plan,”  the 
bulletin  reports.  “You  pay  ten  cents  a 
week  to  a so-called  insurance  company.  If 
your  name  is  called  at  a Bank  Night  and 
you  are  not  there,  you  get  paid.  The  Bu- 
reau has  warned  this  outfit  to  abandon 
the  plan  which  appears  in  violation  of  lot- 
tery law  and  Pennsylvania  insurance  law.” 

Fourteen  lottery  operators  here  were 
prosecuted  during  the  past  two  weeks  as 
the  result  of  the  BBB  campaign  against 
commercial  lotteries. 

“Bank  Night  operators,  suit  club  pro- 
moters and  others  whose  schemes  produce 
thousands  of  “losers”  for  every  winner  and 
who  substitute  “chance”  for  merit  in  their 
merchandising  policies  are  becoming  jit- 
tery as  the  Bureau  campaign  widens,”  ac- 
cording to  the  bulletin  issued  by  G.  A. 
Dennison,  general  manager. 


Two  for  Deanna 

Hollywood — Universal  has  announced 
two  films  for  Deanna  Durbin,  “First  Love” 
and  “After  Schooldays.”  Joseph  Pasternak 
produces  both. 


Story  to  Paramount 

Hollywood — Porter  Hall,  a supporting 
player  at  Paramount,  has  sold  that  com- 
pany a story  titled  “The  Black  Sheep.” 


may  impose  higher  standards  for  particu- 
lar classes. 

All  of  these  proposed  measures  are  be- 
ing carefully  watched  by  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio,  Wood  states,  in 
the  interest  of  the  state’s  theatre  owners. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.  — The  “Ban  the 
Bank  Night”  measure  House  Bill  No.  33, 
introduced  by  Representative  Perry,  has 
been  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

It  is  entitled  “A  bill  prohibiting  theatre 
Bank  Night  and  prize  drawings  by  lot  in 
places  of  public  entertainment. 

“Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  West 
Virginia: 

“Sec.  1.  That  it  shall  be  unla-wful  for  any  per- 
son, firm  or  corporation,  either  as  o-wner,  man- 
ager, operator,  agent  or  employee,  to  have,  give, 
permit,  or  allow  any  prize  drawing,  by  lot,  of  any 
money  or  other  thing  of  value,  at  any  place  of 
publ  c amusement  or  entertainment  in  the  State 
of  West  Virginia. 

“Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son, firm  or  corporation  to  advertise  that  there 
will  be  any  prize  drawing  of  any  money  or  other 
thing  of  value  at  any  place  of  public  amusement 
or  entertainment  in  the  State  of  West  Virginia. 

“Sec.  3.  The  conducting  of  a so-called  theatre 
Bank  Nights  in  this  state  shall  be  deemed  a viola- 
tion of  this  act. 

“Sec.  4.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  be  guilty  of  a misde- 
meanor and  upon  conviction  shall  be  fined  not 
exceeding  One  Hundred  ($100.00)  Dollars  and  each 
day  of  violation  shall  be  deemed  a separate  of- 
fense. 

“Sec.  5.  In  case  of  violation  of  this  act,  the 
court  having  jurisdiction  hereunder,  if  it  deems 
it  advisable,  with  a view  to  preserving  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  state  of  West  Virginia, 
shall  order  and  enforce  the  closing  of  any  place 
of  public  entertainment  or  amusement  where  this 
act  is  being  violated.” 

Two-Men-in-Booth  Measure  Up 

Representative  Perry  introduced  the 
“two-men-in-the-booth”  measure,  (House 
Bill  No.  34),  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  The  bill: 

“Section  1.  Any  person,  firm  or  corpo- 
ration, who  is  the  operator  of  a theatre, 
opera  house  or  moving  picture  theatre  in 
which  moving  pictures  are  shown,  shall  at 
all  times  when  such  place  is  open  for  an 
audience  at  which  time  moving  pictures 
are  being  shown,  maintain  and  have 
present,  two  qualified  operators  of  said 
moving  picture  machines  on  duty  in  its 
projection  booth  at  all  times. 

“While  operating  such  moving  picture 
machines  each  operator  shall  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  operation  of  said  ma- 
chines; he  shall  not  leave  the  operating 
side  of  such  while  in  use,  nor  engage  in 
any  unnecessary  conversation  with  anyone, 
nor  perform  any  other  duties  other  than 
the  operation  of  such  machines. 

“Any  person,  firm  or  corporation  violat- 
ing the  provisions  of  this  act  or  causing 
the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor, 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be 
punished  by  a fine  of  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  dollars  nor  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  and  every  offense:  Pro- 
vided further,  that  each  day  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  are  not  complied  with 
shall  constitute  a separate  offense.” 

Delegate  Kidd  of  Gilmer,  has  offered  a 
bill  to  repeal  the  West  Virginia  blue  law 
which  would  bar  all  so-called  “non-es- 
sential” activities  on  Sunday. 


"Texas  Kid"  to  Simon 

Hollywood  — S.  Sylvan  Simon  directs 
“The  Kid  From  Texas,”  next  Dennis 
O’Keefe  feature  at  Metro,  which  Harry 
Rapf  produces. 
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Akron  ITO  Availability  Tiff 
Leads  Menches  to  Resign 


Akron — Robert  C.  Menches,  for  the  past 
seven  years  president  of  the  Akron  In- 
dependent Theatre  Owners  Ass’n,  resigned 
from  the  organization  last  week.  His  resig- 
nation occurred  during  a fiery  and  tem- 
pestuous meeting  of  the  association  when 
he  disapproved  of  a proposed  program  to 
upset  the  present  availability  schedule 
which  was  agreed  upon  the  beginning  of 
the  season  between  members  and  distribu- 
tors. 

Specifically,  Menches  objects  to  a move 
to  upset  the  availability  for  the  15-cent 
houses.  Present  availability  for  houses  in 
this  classification  is  seven  days  after  the 
houses  charging  20  cents. 

Menches  told  the  representative  of  Box- 
office  that  he  would  have  each  and 
everyone  involved  in  bringing  about  a 
change  of  availability  cited  for  restraint 
of  trade,  beside  personal  damage  suits. 

Prior  to  last  April,  pictures  became 
available  to  all  subsequent  run  Akron 


houses  42  days  after  the  first  run,  re- 
gardless of  admission  prices  or  seating 
capacity.  In  April  the  Akron  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  succeeded  in  securing  a 
sliding  availability  plan  set  up  according 
to  admission  prices.  Thirty-eight  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  accepted  this  plan 
which  gives  25 -cent  houses  seven  days  pro- 
tection over  20-cent  houses,  and  gives  20- 
cent  houses  seven  days  protection  over 
15-cent  houses. 

The  proposal  to  upset  this  plan  now  in 
operation  is  an  attempt  to  injure  the  15- 
cent  houses,  Menches  claims.  He  also 
claims  that  some  of  those  exhibitors  who 
favor  the  change  are  now  violating  the 
contracts  they  entered  into  with  the  ex- 
changes last  April  by  admitting  children 
for  five  cents,  and  by  letting  people  into 
their  theatres  on  gasoline  station  coupons. 

The  Liberty  Tlieatre,  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Menches,  is  a straight  15-cent 
house. 


"Mamlock"  Passes; 

A Curb  Readied 

Cleveland — The  Ohio  censor  board,  fi- 
nally, after  much  discussion  and  screen- 
ings before  many  groups  both  here  and 
in  Columbus,  has  passed  Amkino’s  “Pro- 
fessor Mamlock,”  which  goes  into  the  city 
for  an  extended  run  on  February  3. 

The  tempest  aroused  by  the  original 
banning  of  the  picture,  has,  however,  not 
died  down.  To  prevent  a recurrence  of 
what  has  been  called  “political  censor- 
ship” and  also  to  remove  some  of  the 
alleged  evils  of  the  board’s  practices,  a 
bill  covering  changes  in  its  operations  has 
been  submitted  in  the  Ohio  house  of 
representatives  by  Cleveland  Representa- 
tive Harry  J.  Dworkin  <D). 

Charging  that  the  present  state  censor 
laws  have  been  loosely  written.  Represen- 
tative Dworkin’s  bill  seeks  to  curb  the 
board’s  power.  His  amendments  to  the 
censor  statute  would  provide  that  “only 
such  films,  or  parts,  shall  be  rejected  as 
are,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  of  cen- 
sors, obscene,  indecent  and  immoral,  or 
which  are  of  such  character  that  their 
exhibition  would  tend  to  corrupt  the  mor- 
als or  incite  to  crime;  provided  however, 
that  no  film  or  part  thereof,  shall  be 
rejected  because  of  political  content.” 

The  banning  of  “Mamlock,”  Dworkin 
branded  as  a “clear  example  of  censor- 
ship because  of  political  content  rather 
than  on  the  usual  ground  of  immorality 
or  harmfulness.” 

The  Dworkin  amendment  also  seeks  to 
cure  another  ill — one  which  is  often  fatal 
to  the  life  of  a picture.  This  is  the  prac- 
tice to  “take  under  advisement”  a film 
of  controversial  nature.  The  censor  board 
has,  it  is  reported,  in  many  instances  held 
up  a picture  for  many  months  under  the 
guise  of  “taking  it  under  advisement.”  At 


the  end  of  that  time,  the  picture  was 
either  passed,  when  it  usually  had  lost  its 
timeliness,  or  it  was  banned.  To  end  this 
alleged  abuse,  Dworkin  proposes  that  “any 
film  submitted  for  censorship  shall  be 
passed  on  or  rejected  within  30  days  from 
the  date  of  submission.”  It  further  pro- 
vides that  “in  the  event  of  rejection  of 
any  film  or  part,  it  shall  be  incumbent 
upon  the  board  to  attach  its  reasons  in 
writing  for  such  rejection.”  Present  pol- 
icy is  to  reject  pictures  without  giving 
reasons. 

The  Dworkin  bill  is  now  in  committee. 

A Reserved  Seat  Policy 
Launches  "Pygmalion" 

Cleveland  — “Pygmalion,”  M-G-M’s 
forthcoming  class  pictui’e,  will  make  its 
local  debut  with  a reserved  seat  policy  at 
Loew’s  State  Theatre  on  'Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 9.  'The  regular  established  theatre 
admission  scale  will  be  maintained  for 
this  special  performance  which  is  open 
to  the  public.  'The  following  day  the 
regular  continued  policy  will  be  offered. 

Milton  A.  Harris,  Loew’s  publicity  direc- 
tor, and  Charlie  Deardourff,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer,  have  arranged  to  stage  the  open- 
ing in  Hollywood  fashion  with  lights,  mi- 
crophones and  a special  master  of  cere- 
mony to  introduce  the  well-knowns  around 
town. 

SRO  Business  Leads  to 
Arrest  in  Columbus 

Columbus — John  Pancak,  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Knickerbocker,  downtown  sub- 
sequent run  here,  was  arrested  for  allow- 
ing patrons  to  stand  in  the  aisles,  con- 
trary to  the  law.  He  was  released  on 
probation  after  being  reprimanded. 


Schlom  Assigns  Wise 

Hollywood — Producer  Herman  Schlom 
has  assigned  Walter  Wise  to  script  “Pro- 
bation Nurse”  for  Republic. 


Threat  of  Marquee 
Fees  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Cleveland  motion  picture 
theatre  owners  are  threatened  with  a mar- 
quee license  fee,  George  W.  Erdmann, 
secretary,  told  the  members  of  the  Cleve- 
land Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n  in 
general  meeting. 

A bill,  patterned  after  the  Chicago  bill 
covering  marquees,  is  now  before  the  city 
council,  Erdmann  reported.  If  passed,  he 
stated,  it  would  create  a serious  situation 
for  the  exhibitors  of  the  city.  The  bill 
provides  that  ten  dollars  must  be  paid 
upon  filing  permission  to  erect  a marquee. 
Following  this,  the  theatre  owner  must 
post  a $10,000  bond  with  the  city  to  cover 
possible  damages.  In  addition  there  will 
be  an  annual  yearly  charge  for  inspection. 
'This  covers  old  as  well  as  new  marquees. 

Another  provision  of  the  proposed  bill 
limits  all  advertising  to  the  letters  within 
the  marquee.  No  valances,  drapes  and 
advertising  atop  the  marquee  would  be 
allowed. 

The  annual  license  fee,  Erdmann  re- 
ported, would  be  computed  in  relation  to 
the  seating  capacity  of  the  theatre. 

The  association  is  watching  develop- 
ments and  anticipates  that  the  bill  will 
not  go  through. 


RKO  Theatre  Executive 
Foresees  Good  Year 

Cleveland — John  J.  O’Connor,  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  manager  of  RKO  The- 
atres, was  in  Cleveland  one  day  to  con- 
fer with  Nat  Holt,  Great  Lakes  division 
manager.  O’Connor  is  making  a tour  of 
the  country  visiting  all  of  the  theatres 
under  his  supervision.  Fi’om  what  he  has 
so  far  observed,  he  says  that  indications 
are  that  the  current  year  will  be  the  best 
theatrical  year  in  a decade. 

Accompanying  O’Connor  on  the  trip  are 
Harry  Mandel,  national  director  of  ad- 
vertising, and  Fred  Meyers,  head  of  the 
RKO  booking  department. 


Mullin  Reports  a Spurt 
In  RCA  Installations 

Cleveland — James  Mullin,  head  of  the 
local  RCA  Photophone  sales  organization, 
reports  renewed  activity  in  new  sound  in- 
stallations following  inactivity  during  the 
winter  months.  Among  recent  installa- 
tions are  the  new  Mt.  Union  Theatre  in 
Alliance  recently  built  by  Cleveland  in- 
terests; the  Main  Theatre,  Cleveland,  re- 
cently taken  over  by  Charles  Gottlob;  the 
Lorain,  Cleveland,  operated  by  F.  Arthur 
Simon  and  M.  M.  Jacobs  and  Harry  Rein- 
hart’s Mozart  Theatre,  Canton. 


Seeks  Gas  Bill  Repeal 

Harrisburg — Rep.  Dennis  L.  Westerick 
has  introduced  a bill  in  the  House  which 
calls  for  repeal  of  the  court-contested  act 
requiring  installation  of  gas  shut-off  valves 
in  certain  buildings,  including  theatres. 
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Trade  Diligent  on 
Balmer  Affair 

Pittsburgh  — Committees  are  hard  at 
work  in  promoting  the  James  G.  Balmer 
testimonial  dinner,  which  will  be  a special 
event  February  9. 

The  occasion  honors  the  Harris  Amuse- 
ment Companies’  executive  on  the  30th 
anniversary  of  his  entrance  into  show 
business. 

“Jimmy”  Balmer  was  to  be  discharged 
from  a local  hospital  this  week  following  a 
throat  operation.  The  dean  of  the  local 
fUm  trade  started  in  show  business 
February  9,  1909. 

The  honored  guest  at  the  February  9 
banquet,  which  will  be  held  in  the  Italian 
Room  (lobby  floor)  of  the  William  Penn 
Hotel,  is  a charter  member  of  the  Variety 
Club,  Tent  No.  1,  having  served  as  a di- 
rector in  1929,  second  vice-president  in 
1930,  president  in  1931,  director  in  1932-33, 
secretary  from  1934  to  the  present  year; 
also  he  was  national  dough  guy  from  1934 
to  1938. 

John  J.  Maloney  is  general  chairman  of 
the  anniversary  dinner  honoring  James 
Gilmore  Balmer;  Harry  M.  Kalmine  and 
Ira  H.  Cohn,  assistants;  Dr.  L.  G.  Bein- 
hauer,  treasurer;  A1  Weiblinger,  ticket 
chairman;  George  D.  Tyson  and  Joe  Feld- 
man, publicity  and  program;  Harry  Kra- 
mer, menu;  Brian  McDonald,  Joe  Hiller, 
Jerry  Mayhall  and  Bernie  Armstrong,  en- 
tertainment. 


QLAIRE  NEIDERBERGER,  former  Film- 
row  employe  for  more  than  a decade, 
has  returned  to  the  industry  here  at  the 
Harris  Amusement  Co.’s  office  as  secre- 
tary to  John  T.  McGreevey  and  as  assist- 
ant booker  . . . Mildred  Kaiser,  John  H. 
Harris’  secretary  for  14  years,  has  retired 
and  is  honeymooning  in  Florida.  She  is 
now  Mrs.  Thomas  Triggs  . . . Grace  White 
is  now  Harris’  secretary,  and  Margaret 
“Peggy”  Joyce  is  secretary  to  James  G. 
Balmer  and  George  D.  Tyson  of  the  Har- 
ris office. 

A visit  to  the  Warner  Bros,  circuit  head- 
quarters the  other  day  found  the  staff  en- 
gaged in  learning  the  operation  of  a tele- 
type system  which  had  fust  been  installed. 
Harry  Feinstein  was  busy,  as  usual,  with 
his  booking  duties,  and  everything  was  re- 
ported under  control. 

William  R.  Wheat  jr.,  who  is  en  route 
to  Florida,  visited  at  the  MPTO  office 
last  week  and  many  of  his  friends  stopped 
in  to  greet  him.  It  was  his  first  appear- 
ance in  several  months  and  it  was  cer- 
tainly good  to  have  “Colonel  Billy”  around 
again.  The  Sewickley  exhibitor  is  recuper- 
ating after  a long  illness, . 

Joseph  R.  Kauffman,  Hew  Universal 
manager,  is  advising  exhibitors  to  screen 
the  “Son  of  Frankenstein”  trailer  through 
a green  glass,  which  gives  the  picture  a 
weird  effect  . . . Harry  Walker,  Grafton 
and  Sharpsburg  exhibitor,  with  his  fam- 
ily, will  be  headed  for  Florida  within  a 


few  days.  His  brother.  Bill,  and  wife,  re- 
turned from  a month’s  vacation  in  the 
southland  last  week  . . . Bill  Barron,  for- 
mer local  theatre  manager,  and  now  in 
the  jewelry  business  here,  has  a side  line 
of  selling  yachts. 

James  O’Keefe,  connected  with  the  in- 
dustry here  for  about  30  years,  is  now  a 
sales  representative  for  Staaf  Co.  of 
Carnegie,  Pa.,  manufacturers  of  neon 
signs,  pressed  metal  letters  and  steel  block 
letters  for  theatre  marquees. 

Jerry  Roth,  son  of  I.  Roth,  Penn  Ave. 
exhibitor,  has  returned  here  after  being 
engaged  as  a theatre  circuit  hooker  in  the 
east  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
year  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bart  Dattola,  and 
daughter,  atteiided  the  Arturo  Toscanini 
concert  the  other  evening.  They  made  a 
special  trip  from  New  Kensington  to  New 
York  last  season  to  marvel  at  the  Maestro 
on  the  podium  . . . Milton  Broudy  of  the 
Columbia  exchange  accessory  department 
likes  the  modern  music,  having  watched 
Paul  Whiteman  swing  it  with  the  Pitts- 
burgh Symphony  last  Friday.  Milt  is  a 
son  of  Dave  Broudy,  conductor  of  the 
Stanley  Theatre  Orchestra. 

Mary  Jane  Thomas  of  Republic  Pic- 
tures and  Leroy  Hoon  of  the  Vitagraph 
exchange  were  married  here  last  Friday 
evening  in  the  home  of  the  bride’s  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Thomas,  with 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Trailer-Made  Is  Here  With  . . . 


A TRAILER 
A TRAILER 
A TRAILER 
A TRAILER 
A TRAILER 


Meeting  the  Exhibitor's  Demand  for  a Low  Priced, 
Snappy,  and  Up-to-the-Minute  Pre-vue. 

That  Embodies  All  of  the  Newest  Principles  in  Modern 
Screen  Advertising, 

With  Which  it  Is  Possible  to  Show  Your  Entire  Week's 
Program  in  Less  Than  5 Minutes, 

From  Which  You  Will  Derive  Utmost  Results  at  a 
Savings  of  Approximately  50%  or  More. 

About  Which  You  Will  Get  Valuable  Information  if 

You  MAIL  THIS  TODAY*^ 

TIiAII.KR  MADE  SERVICE, 

318  Film  lildg^., 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Without  obligation  please  send  me  details  on 
Your  Trailer  Service. 


318  FILM  BUILDING 

CLEVELAND.  OHIO. 

1627  BOULEVARD  OF 

ALLIES PITTS.,  PA. 

505  PEARL  STREET 

— BUFFALO.  NEW  YORK. 

My  Present  Contract  Expires 

Manager’s  Name  

Theatre  

Street  

City  State . 

Number  Trailers  Weekly 
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Revive  Excellent 
Film  Exchange 

Detroit — A new  distributing  organiza- 
tion is  being  launched  with  the  revival  of 
the  Excellent  Pictures  Corp.  here,  headed 
by  William  Flemion  and  Anne  O'Donnell. 
Excellent  has  been  a part  of  Monogram 
here  the  past  few  seasons. 

Flemion,  leaving  as  sales  manager  of 
Monogram,  will  head  the  new  company. 
Miss  O’Donnell  will  be  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. This  marks  the  reunion  of  two 
veteran  filmites.  Flemion  was  for  years 
branch  manager  of  Standard  Film  Co. 
here,  with  Miss  O'Donnell  as  cashier. 

Flemion  later  was  branch  manager  for 
Tiffany,  before  going  with  the  original 
Excellent  organization,  which  later  became 
Monogram. 

Miss  O’Donnell  is  the  only  woman  branch 
manager  in  the  film  business.  She  has 
operated  Monarch  here  for  years,  and  the 
Monarch  lineup  W'ill  be  liquidated  through 
the  new  Excellent. 

In  addition  to  the  Monarch  films,  the 
new  company  will  have  a good  lineup  of 
other  product,  Flemion  promises,  and  will 
have  26  features  and  16  westerns.  Details 
of  the  distribution  schedule  will  be  an- 
nounced later. 

New  quarters  are  being  prepared  on  the 
seventh  floor  of  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg., 
taking  over  quarters  formerly  occupied 
by  Exhibitors’  Service. 


Patent  Soon  on  a New 
Type  Theatre  Seat 

Detroit — Henry  Hosbach  of  the  Detroit 
Spring  Seating  Co.  reports  his  company 
expects  action  shortly  on  a patent  for  a 
new  type  spring  theatre  seat. 

The  company  has  been  active  in  the 
field  of  chair  manufacturing  for  restau- 
rants, bars,  etc. 


Releases  "Little  Pal" 

Cleveland — Nate  Schultz,  head  of  the 
Monogram  exchange  in  northern  Ohio,  says 
that  on  February  15  he  w'ill  release  “Little 
Pal,”  starring  Mickey  Rooney  and  Ralph 
Bellamy.  The  picture  was  originally  re- 
leased under  the  title  of  “Tlie  Healer.” 
All  new  prints  and  a complete  new  line 
of  accessories  are  available  for  the  pic- 
ture. 


Aurora  Quits 

Detroit — Aurora  Productions,  local  in- 
dependent company,  is  going  out  of  busi- 
ness. It  organized  to  produce  a one-reel 
film,  “Social  Justice,”  sometime  ago. 


THEATRE  PREMIUMS  AND  GAMES 
DRESSERWARE 
DISHES 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 

PITTSBURGH 

86  Van  Braam  St.  ATlantic  1760 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

many  friends  in  attendance.  Filmrow 
groom  is  from  Monongahela  and  is  a son 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Hoon.  Movies  were 
taken  by  Ken  Woodward,  Uniontown  ex- 
hibitor and  newsreel  cameraman.  Walt 
Thomas,  father  of  the  bride,  is  the  vet- 
eran film  man  of  this  city  and  operator 
of  the  Thomas  Theatrical  Sign  Shop  and 
the  Acme  Film  Service.  Best  wishes,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoon. 

Lee  Conrad,  manager  of  Wilmer  & Vin- 
cent’s Embassy  Theatre,  Johnstown,  rolled 
up  a record  advance  sale  of  tickets  for 
"Tohaceo  Road,”  which  was  staged  here 
this  week  at  the  Nixon,  and  which  the 
Johnstown  theatre  presents  February  7 and 
8.  A.  N.  Notopoulos  circuit  has  the  show 
booked  for  Altoona,  February  6,  and  But- 
ler, February  9. 

Ralph  Craig,  formerly  of  the  Palace, 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  has  moved  over  to  the 
Clifton  Theatre  there,  substituting  for 
George  Sullivan,  who  has  not  been  in  the 
best  of  health  and  who  is  now  resting  at 
West  Palm  Beach.  At  the  Palace  these 
days  you  will  find  as  manager  none  other 
than  John  P.  Harris  II. 

“Senator”  Bob  Smeltzer,  Vitagraph  dis- 
trict manager,  was  here  on  business  the 
other  day.  Other  district  managers  visit- 
ing here  were  Harry  H.  Goldstein,  Para- 
mount, and  Bert  M.  Steam,  United  Art- 
ists . . . Joe  Reddy  was  here  last  week  ex- 
ploiting 2Qth-Fox’s  “Tail  Spin,”  which  will 
bring  to  this  city  Ruth  Nichols,  noted 
aviatrix,  in  connection  with  the  picture’s 
opening  at  the  Fulton,  set  for  February  10. 
Miss  Nichols  will  be  feted  at  a banquet 
here  February  6 . . . Milton  J.  Yeoman, 
New  Universal  traveling  auditor,  has  been 
on  the  job  here  for  the  past  week. 

■Virginia  Koontz,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  L. 
Koontz,  New  Martinsville,  W.  Va.,  exhibi- 
tor, will  be  married  in  the  spring  to 
George  Delich,  ex-Pitt  tackle  . . . John  J. 
Maloney,  Loew’s  district  manager,  is  more 
than  holding  his  own  in  the  M-G-M  field, 
currently  holding  a 6-point  lead  in  the 
good  old  U.  S.  A. 

Mark  Goldman,  Monogram  manager,  is 
announcing  the  reissue  of  “The  Healer,” 
which  is  now  titled  “Little  Pal,”  starring 
Mickey  Rooney  and  Ralph  Bellamy  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fleishman,  of  the 
Brighton  Theatre,  and  son  Norman,  were 
in  New  York  attending  a wedding  the  past 
week.  Norrri,  who  assists  in  the  theatre 
management,  is  in  his  second  year  as  a 
student  at  the  Robert  Morris  School  of 
Business  . . . Mrs.  Fred  Solomon  is  visit- 
ing in  Omaha  and  the  American  Poster 
Supply  chief  has  been  devoting  his  eve- 
nings to  crossword  puzzles,  he  says. 

Ed  Lebby,  RKO  salesman,  is  reported 
much  improved  following  a serious  opera- 
tion performed  last  week  at  Montefiore 
Hospital  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Judd,  brother  of 
Jack  Judd,  local  NSS  manager  . . . Harry 
Batastini  tells  us  that  he  has  installed 
the  new  type  RCA  sound  equipment  at  his 
Alpine  Theatre,  Punxsutawney. 

Harry  Seed,  Vitagraph  manager,  is  va- 
cationing in  Florida.  His  daughter  Vickie 
(Continued  on  page  104) 


Study  of  Television 
Beckons  Guthrie 

New  London,  O. — J.  O.  Guthrie,  man- 
ager of  the  Karolyn  Theatre,  is  studying 
the  maps  leading  to  Hollywood.  He  plans 
to  fill  up  the  gasoline  tank  and  start  his 
trek  sometime  in  February.  Object  of  the 
trip  is  business,  as  well  as  pleasure.  Guth- 
rie, who  is  an  engineer  as  well  as  an 
exhibitor,  is  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  television  is  an  accepted  fact,  and 
he  wants  to  find  out  just  what  will  be  the 
relation  between  television  and  motion 
pictures. 

“I  am  especially  interested,”  Guthrie  ex- 
plained, “in  learning  the  effect  of  tele- 
vision on  theatres  in  the  smaller  towns. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  it  will  be  in  general 
use  in  theatres  within  five  years.  With 
television  sets  we  shall  then  be  able  to 
draw  patrons  to  our  houses  by  offering  a 
visualization  of  events  as  they  are  actual- 
ly occurring.” 

“I  think  that  the  exhibitors  will  be  in 
a position  to  increase  their  business,” 
Guthrie  explained,  “especially  in  that 
period  before  television  becomes  universal- 
ly installed  in  homes.” 

“It  is  to  look  over  the  situation  and 
see  just  how  the  two  arts  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  television  can  be  combined  to 
increase  business,  that  I am  going  out 
to  the  coast  at  this  time.” 

Guthrie  was  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture and  design  of  sound  equipment  prior 
to  entering  the  exhibition  field. 


Pittsburgh  Melba  Sold 
To  Gellman  Brothers 

Pittsburgh — The  Melba  Theatre,  Lin- 
coln Ave.,  was  transferred  this  week  when 
the  building  was  purchased  by  the  Gtell- 
man  Brothers,  local  theatre  managers. 
The  house  had  been  operated  under  lease 
for  several  years  to  Max  Arnold. 

Gilbert  Gellman,  who  is  signing  new 
film  contracts,  is  the  manager  of  the 
Washington  Theatre,  Swissvale,  and  his 
brother,  Joseph  Gellman,  is  manager  of 
the  Plaza  Theatre,  Duquesne,  these  houses 
being  owned  by  their  uncle,  Morris  Roth. 
Joseph  Gellman  is  the  treasurer  of  the 
MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc. 


/.  W,  Todd  Manager  of 
Gus  Sun  in  Detroit 

Detroit — John  W.  Todd,  who  retired  in 
1931  after  ten  years  as  manager  of  the 
Gus  Sun  offices  in  New  York,  has  returned 
to  show  business  as  local  head  of  the  same 
firm.  The  company  is  being  reorganized 
and  will  be  known  as  the  Gus  Sun  Vaude- 
ville Agency,  Inc.,  with  Gus  Sun  as  presi- 
dent; Robert  Shaw,  vice-president,  and 
Todd  as  secretary-treasurer  and  general 
manager. 

Jack  Dickstein,  former  owner,  has  sold 
out  his  interest  in  the  firm.  He  will  de- 
vote his  time  at  present  to  his  post  as 
deputy  sheriff  for  Wayne  county. 

The  office  staff  remains  the  same. 
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Mutilation  of  Film 
Charge  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Several  local  exhibitors,  es- 
pecially among  those  operating  suburban 
houses,  have  been  registering  strong  pro- 
test against  what  they  claim  amounts  to 
unnecessary  mutilation  of  film  prints  by 
exhibitors,  largely  in  upstate  theatres,  be- 
fore they  get  a chance  to  play  the  product. 

A chief  complaint  is  the  alleged  practice 
by  individual  exhibitors  of  marking  each 
reel  with  their  own  changeover  marks. 

Another  allegedly  common  practice  by 
some  operators,  the  protesting  exhibitors 
report,  is  to  punch  extra  holes  in  frames 
near  the  end  of  the  reel  with  a regular 
ticket  punch,  which  result  in  a series  of 
light  flashes  on  the  screen  just  before  the 
changeover. 


Mungello  Bros,  to  Rebuild 
Mary  Ann  in  March 

Burgettstown,  Pa. — The  Mary  Ann  The- 
atre, destroyed  by  fire  several  months  ago, 
vtdll  be  rebuilt,  with  work  scheduled  to 
start  around  March  1.  The  architect  is 
S.  Lloyd  Beall  of  Washington,  Pa. 

Among  the  major  costs  for  renewal  will 
be  for  an  insulated  steel  deck  roof,  plaster- 
ing, gas  heating  system,  complete  wiring, 
electric  fixtures,  painting  and  installation 
of  500  seats. 

Mungello  Brothers  are  owners  of  the 
Mary  Ann. 

Talk  Up  Dunbar-Dortic 
Clarksburg  Dinner 

Pittsburgh  — West  Virginia  exhibitors 
booking  here  this  week  stated  that  the 
Bobby  Dunbar-Charlie  Dortic  dinner, 
scheduled  for  Tuesday  evening,  February 
28,  at  the  Waldo  Hotel,  Clarksburg,  will 
be  “the  grandest”  motion  picture  industry 
affair  ever  staged  in  the  Mountain  State. 

ITO  of  W.  Va.  will  hold  a general  ex- 
hibitor meeting  at  the  Waldo  Hotel  that 
afternoon  and  a record  turnout  is  ex- 
pected. 

Braddock  Capitol  Dressed 
For  16th  Anniversary 

Braddock,  Pa.  — The  Capitol  Theatre 
here  has  been  redecorated  and  modernized 
for  the  16th  anniversary  celebration,  which 
was  planned  by  Russ  Wehrle,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Crystal  Amusement  Co.  The 
anniversary  will  be  observed  during  the 
week  of  February  5,  with  special  features 
scheduled. 


"Farmer'  Dance 

Pittsburgh — The  Ladies  Theatrical  Club, 
auxiliary  of  the  Variety  Club,  at  a regu- 
lar meeting  Tuesday  afternoon,  arranged 
for  a “Farmer”  dance  to  be  held  in  the 
William  Penn  Hotel,  February  18.  Mrs. 
L.  J.  Katz  is  chairman. 


^^HEN  “Kentucky”  completed  its  sixth 

’ week  here  Tliursday,  it  went  down  in 
the  records  as  the  only  film  ever  having 
gone  over  a five-week  engagement  in 
Louisville.  Until  “Kentucky”  came  to  town, 
“Sunny  Side  Up”  held  the  long-run  rec- 
ord— five  weeks — and  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs”  was  next  with  a run 
of  four  weeks.  “Kentucky”  ran  for  a 
week  at  the  Rialto  and  moved  from  there 
to  the  Strand  for  a five-week  stay.  It 
will  be  back  in  town  again  shortly,  but 
this  time  at  the  colored  house.  Lyric,  Man- 
ager A.  E.  Campbell  announced. 

The  Ideal  Theatre  in  Louisville  became 
an  improvised  church  last  Sunday  as  the 
congregation  of  St.  Anthony’s  Catholic 
Church,  which  was  badly  damaged  by  fire 
recently,  accepted  the  invitation  of  Ideal’s 
manager,  Henry  Riess,  to  hold  services  in 
the  theatre  during  reconstruction  of  the 
church. 

Allen  Bradley,  manager  of  the  New  Ritz, 
Louisville,  was  in  Indianapolis  last  week 
on  booking  business.  Willard  Gabhert, 
manager  of  the  Opera  House  at  Harrods- 
burg,  Ky.,  was  in  Louisville  on  a business 
mission. 

Mrs.  William  Williams,  wife  of  the  presi- 
dent of  Louisville’s  Savoy  Theatre,  will 
wind  up  her  third  year  shortly  as  booker 
for  the  firm.  Female  bookers  being  some- 
what of  an  oddity,  Mrs.  Williams  has  had 
her  share  of  odd  experiences.  Once,  she 
recalled,  an  old-school  film  salesman  swore 
he  was  going  to  quit  the  business  when 
he  encountered  her  for  the  first  time.  He 
told  her  she  was  the  first  and  would  be 
the  last  woman  he’d  ever  do  business  with. 

The  Golden  West  Cowboys,  radio  troupe 
from  Station  WSM,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  man- 
aged by  J.  L.  Frank,  were  booked  at  the 
Savoy  for  the  41st  week,  and  for  the  41st 
time  they  went  over  with  a boxoffice  bang. 

Mrs.  Paul  Sanders,  wife  of  the  Alham- 
bra’s manager  at  Campbellsville,  Ky.,  was 
in  Louisville  recently  on  a purchasing  trip 
for  the  theatre. 

Miss  Emiree  Skees,  secretary  to  the  man- 
ager, and  relief  cashier  at  Loew’s,  will 
be  a June  bride. 

Alton  McCoy,  manager  of  the  Strand,  is 
having  his  troubles  these  days  trying  to 
rid  the  marquee  and  electric  house  sign 
of  flocks  of  starlings,  which  have  been 
moving  around  in  downtown  Louisville. 
The  birds  seem  to  take  particular  delight 
in  roosting  on  the  warm  neon  tubing. 

The  Switow  Theatrical  Co.  is  making 
improvements  in  its  Adameade  Theatre  at 
Lexington,  Ky.  * 


Battiston  to  Court  on 
Unplayed  Contract 

Pittsburgh — ^Paramount  has  taken  An- 
drew Battiston,  Westmoreland  county  ex- 
hibitor, into  court  on  litigation  involving 
an  allegedly  unplayed  contract  of  four 
years  ago.  The  case  is  scheduled  at 
Greensburg  on  February  20. 


A Pittsburgh  Meet 
For  Exhibitors 

Pittsburgh — A general  exhibitor  meeting 
will  be  called  at  an  early  date  for  the 
William  Penn  Hotel,  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
president  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  stated 
at  press  time.  Directors  of  the  local 
Allied  unit  met  in  regular  session  Feb- 
ruary 3. 

The  general  meeting  will  be  “a  very 
important  one,”  Rosenberg  stated.  A re- 
port on  the  recent  national  directors’  meet- 
ing at  Washington  will  be  made. 

Harry  Stahl  Wasn't  Even 
Left  Holding  the  Bag 

Sharon,  Pa.  — Two  gunmen  hid  in  the 
back  seat  of  Harry  Stahl’s  automobile  last 
Friday  night  and  when  the  operator  of  the 
NuLuna  Theatre  was  ready  to  take  the 
house  receipts  to  place  in  the  night  de- 
pository at  a local  bank,  he  was  forced  at 
the  point  of  a revolver  to  drive  to  the  end 
of  a dark  street  where  the  gunmen  relieved 
him  of  the  money  bag,  containing  $117, 
and  the  auto. 

They  drove  away,  leaving  Stahl  not  even 
holding  the  bag. 


Matteo  Faenza  Acquires 
Bentleyville  Theatre 

Bentleyville,  Pa.  — The  old  theatre 
building  here,  formerly  known  as  the 
Liberty  Theatre,  dark  and  unoccupied  for 
a decade,  has  been  purchased  by  Matteo 
Faenza.  The  property  will  be  remodeled 
and  modernized  in  the  near  future. 

The  exhibitor  owns  and  operates  the 
Roosevelt  Theatre  here  and  the  Roosevelt 
Theatre,  Republic,  Pa. 


For 

Lenten  Bookings 


“MONASTERY” 

(Now  Playing  Warner  Circuit) 

“CLOISTERED” 
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Approved  by  Legion  of 
Decency  and  The  Clergy 
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JjDDIE  HEIBER  of  Universal,  found  out 
his  credit  rating  is  pretty  good  this 
week  . . . Paul  Frischkorn,  Variety  synco- 
pator  of  the  piano  is  doubling  on  the 
drums  for  Hal  Burris — ^now  in  Florida — 
with  A1  Damico  at  the  piano  . . . Art 
Robinson’s  Variety  Welfare  Committee 
gave  three  shows  for  shut-ins  last  week. 

Bill  Carlson  was  m.  c.  Saturday  night 
for  a 12-acf  show  put  on  by  Moslem 
Shrine,  honoring  Shrine  guests  from  To- 
ledo, Cleveland,  and  London,  Ont.  . . . Jack 
Saxe  of  Monogram  is  a good  singer,  es- 
pecially of  Irish  ditties,  he  proved  this 
week  . . . Monarch’s  Fred  Nugent  makes  a 
capable  m.  c. 

Frank  Lorenzen,  the  town’s  theatrical 
florist,  finds  business  “like  old  times” 
these  days  . . . Harold  C.  Robinson’s  other 
business — Robinson-Spicer  Motor  Sales, 
Inc.,  is  being  changed  to  Elden  Auker,  Inc. 
Auker,  Detroit  'Tiger  pitcher,  is  a familiar 
figure  to  local  showmen. 

Victor  Calcaterra,  a printer  friend  of 
Mort  Vinson’s  who  appeared  at  the  Va- 
riety luncheon  Monday,  turned  out  to  be 
another  old  schoolmate  of  your  scribe. 
Also  Dave  Flayer  of  the  Amo  Theatre. 

Nat  Haase  of  Metro  Premium  Co.,  is 
donating  dishes  to  Variety  for  use  in  the 
clubrooms  . . . Ralph  Ruben  of  Amuse- 
ment Supply,  claims  due  recognition  of  his 
intellectual  prowess  these  days. 

Edgar  E.  Kirchner  is  busy  remodeling  at 
the  Family,  chiefly  rearranging  the  exits 
and  completing  separation  of  downstairs 
and  balcony  exits  . . . Bill  Flemion  has 
been  attending  a lot  of  weekend  house 
parties  recently. 

Camming  Chester  is  managing  the  Fre- 
dro  Theatre,  newly  acquired  by  J.  B.  Krul, 
while  his  son,  Eddie,  runs  the  New  Home 
and  keeps  a watchful  eve  over  both 
houses  . . . Mrs.  H.  Krzymanski  is  one 
of  the  very  few  women  in  town  managing 
her  own  theatres.  She  really  gets  the  job 
done  over  at  the  Zellah. 

Eddie  Hohler,  formerly  with  the  Butter- 
field circuit,  is  now  manager  at  the  Gra- 
nada Theatre  for  Associated  Theatres,  suc- 
ceeding Charles  Simms. 

Chester  Brown  reports  the  new  policy 
of  all-Spanish  pictures  at  his  Latin  The- 
atre (formerly  the  Brooklyn)  working  out 
very  nicely.  He  is  planning  to  remodel  in 
the  spring. 

Eddie  Jacobson  is  manager  of  the  Gar- 
den and  William  Brock  is  chief  of  the 
Forest,  after  exchanging  fobs  again  for 
Midwest  Theatres  . . . C.  B.  Ross  of  New 
York,  research  director  of  Ross  Federal 


MR.  EXHIBITOR! 

Book  With  Coniidence 
A Trial  Will  Convince  You 
Experienced  — Efficient  — Economical 

EMIL  H.  BECK 

919  Fox  Bldff.  Detroit 

Cherry  1890 


Service,  visited  the  Detroit  branch  last 
week. 

John  Z.  Lander,  who  formed  Pictorial 
Productions  about  two  years  ago  to  pro- 
duce commercial  films,  has  decided  to  give 
up  the  venture,  he  reported  this  week. 

Anne  O’Donnell  of  Monogram  was  given 
an  unexpected  birthday  party  Tuesday  and 
she  enjoyed  it.  It  was  her  second  party 
within  a iveek.  She  was  guest  of  honor  at 
Variety’s  Frolic. 

G.  E.  LeVeque  of  Cinema  Service  has  a 
private  warehouse  in  the  north  end  for  his 
surplus  stock  of  theatre  paper  . . . Wil- 
liam Grant  is  assisting  Chester  Brown  as 
manager  of  the  Latin  'Theatre. 

F.  J.  Doumey,  chairman  of  the  banquet 
committee  for  the  National  Variety  con- 
vention, mailed  out  his  first  announce- 
ments and  invitations  to  showmen  this 
week  . . . W.  T.  Carroll  is  reported  re- 
opening the  Nu  Theatre  at  Jackson,  Mich. 

Phil  Gearty  of  the  New  York  home 
office  of  Ross  Federal  is  visiting  the  local 
branch.  He  will  cover  a few  situations  in 
the  Detroit  territory  before  leaving  for 
Chicago. 

Benjamin  Mussey  has  been  appointed 
casting  director  of  Jam  Handy’s  produc- 
tion unit,  with  headquarters  in  New  York, 
President  Jamison  Handy  announces. 

A number  of  friends  of  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Richey,  wife  of  H.  M.,  luncheoned  her  on 
Thursday  at  the  Warden  Hotel.  Mrs. 
Richey  leaves  'Tuesday  to  join  her  hus- 
band in  New  York. 


70  Barkers,  Friends  at 
Family  Cabaret  Night 

Pittsburgh — Seventy  Barkers  and  friends 
attended  the  Family  Cabaret  Night  at  the 
Variety  Club  last  Friday  and  a larger 
crowd  was  expected  for  the  February  3 
party  which  was  to  be  hosted  by  the  Chief 
Barker  and  Mrs.  Ira  H.  Cohn. 

Family  Night  schedule  lists  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  T.  McGreevey  in  charge  February  10; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony  Stern,  February  17; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lew  Lefton,  February  24. 

Daily  chairmen  are  as  follows:  Sun- 
day, February  5,  A1  Lostetter;  February 
6,  C.  J.  Latta;  February  7,  George  Held; 
February  8,  Jack  Judd;  February  9,  Dan 
Hamill;  February  10,  John  T.  McGreevey; 
February  11,  Jake  Soltz;  Feb.  12,  Austin 
Interrante;  February  13,  Joe  Hiller;  Feb- 
ruary 14,  W.  C.  Jervis;  February  15,  Jos- 
eph R.  Kauffman:  February  17,  Tony 
Stern;  February  17,  Elmer  Ecker. 


Van  Dine  loins  20th-Fox 

Hollywood — S.  S.  Van  Dine,  writer  of 
mysteries,  has  joined  the  scribbling  staff 
of  20th  Century-Fox.  He  starts  imme- 
diately on  an  original  for  Sonja  Henie. 


Parkway  to  Reopen 

Pittsburgh — A1  Glazer  expects  to  reopen 
the  modernized  Parkway  'Theatre,  McKees 
Rocks,  around  February  21. 


Variety  in  Detroit 
Keeping  Active 


Detroit — Variety’s  Recorders’  Court  Day 
brought  out  nearly  a full  panel  of  judges, 
but  the  Barkers  found  the  Monday  blizzard 
a bit  too  much  for  most  of  them.  Chief 
Barker  Charles  C.  Perry  was  ill,  as  was 
William  A.  Carlson,  head  of  the  enter- 
tainment committee,  and  Secretary  David 
Newman  pinch-hit  as  presiding  officer,  as- 
sisted by  Bill  Flemion  at  the  main  table. 

Among  guests  introduced  were  Lee  Can- 
ter, court  reporter:  Hoyt  Morris,  Sol  Berns’ 
son  Joe,  Labor  Commissioner  John  Cass- 
in,  Arthur  Black  of  Port  Huron,  and  Ar- 
thur Gould. 

Telegrams  were  read  from  Doc  A.  Eise- 
man  and  Harry  Hobolth,  upstate  exhibi- 
tors, who  were  kept  away  by  the  weather. 

Judge  Arthur  E.  Gordon,  president,  in- 
troduced his  colleagues — Judges  Charles 
M.  Cotter,  W.  McKay  Skillman,  Donald 
Van  Zile,  John  V.  Brennan,  and  George 
Murphy.  All  spoke  briefly. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  carry  the  week- 
ly Variety  luncheons  over  WMBC,  start- 
ing next  Monday. 

Nearly  a capacity  crowed  turned  out 
Saturday  night  for  one  of  the  finest  floor 
shows  in  Variety  history.  'The  event  was 
in  celebration  of  Vaudeville  Night,  with 
Sol  Berns  and  Jack  Rickstein  as  guests 
of  honor  and  providers  of  the  floor  show 
as  well. 

On  the  program  were  half  a dozen  per- 
formers of  topline  calibre,  including  the 
Three  Heat  Waves,  Danny  Beck  as  master 
of  ceremonies,  Tom  Powell  and  his  Hi-De- 
Ho  Boys,  the  Garnett  Sisters,  and  Enos 
the  Magician. 


Working  Committees 
For  Variety  Meet 

Detroit — Working  committees  for  the 
fifth  annual  convention  of  National  Va- 
riety, to  be  held  here  April  21-22-23,  have 
been  appointed.  As  announced  by  John 

E.  Flynn,  general  chairman,  they  follow; 

Publicity — Earl  Hudson,  chairman;  Warren  Slee, 
Fred  Schrader,  Harry  Remington,  Malcolm  Bing-ay, 
Jack  Manning,  Fred  Gaertner,  H.  M.  Richey,  P. 
Wemhoff,  H.  F.  Reves. 

Decoration — Elmer  Kiehler,  chairman;  R.  Hal 
Burriss,  Robert  Mork,  Joseph  Watson,  Russell 
Legge. 

Program — Wm.  Carlson,  chairman;  Floyd  Chrys- 
ler, Harris  Silverberg,  Charles  Schneider,  Joseph 
Kollar,  Frank  Lorenzen,  Walter  Stebbins,  Arthur 
Caplan,  Nat  Haas,  Wlm.  Rick,  Harold  Robinson, 
Robert  Lohmar,  Sheldon  H.  Fairbanks,  Duncan 
McCrae,  Irving  Belinsky,  Wade  Allen,  Max  Blum- 
enthal,  David  Kaplan,  William  Hurlbut,  Frank 
Wetsman,  Alex  Schreiber,  Richard  Cohn,  Jack 
Dickstein,  Sol  Berns,  Moe  Dudelson,  Jack  Thomp- 
son, George  McCoy,  Ray  Moon,  Arthur  Robinson, 
Ralph  Ruben,  John  Reiter. 

Banquet  Arrangements  and  Table  Reservations 
— Frank  J.  Downey,  chairman;  John  Howard,  J. 
H.  Young,  Jack  Reiter,  Floyd  Chrysler,  Claire 
Townsend,  J.  Sharkey,  Ed.  Westcott,  George  Mc- 
Coy, Fred  Bonnem,  Milton  Cohen,  E.  Heiber,  B. 
Tighe,  Jack  Morgan,  H.  Sandelman,  Ray  Cloud, 
Irving  Goldberg,  Adolph  Goldberg,  Charles  Komer, 
Joseph  Lenahan,  Jack  Haley,  Judge  Scallen,  Judgo 
Merriam,  Fred  Frahm,  Duncan  McCrea,  Max 
Smitt,  H.  M.  Richey,  E.  S.  Kinney,  L.  H.  Gardner, 
Sam  Barrett,  John  Dembeck. 

Hotel  Reservations — E.  E.  Kirchner,  chairman; 
William  Flemion,  Jack  Stewart. 

Welcoming  and  Reception — H.  Cem  Merritt, 
chairman;  Lew  Wisper,  Frank  Wetsman,  Barney 
Kilbride,  Dan  Widland,  Wade  Allen,  L.  C.  Becker, 

F.  DeLodder  jr.,  W.  J.  Turnbull,  Ed  Long,  Ed 
Stuckey,  Tunis  E.  Stinson,  Judge  Merriam. 
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pERC  ESSICK  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  & 

Reif  circuit,  who  was  rushed  to  Charity 
Hospital  for  treatment  of  ulcers,  is  doing 
very  nicely  and  sends  word  that  visitors 
are  very  welcome. 

Dick  Wright,  northern  Ohio  district 
manager  of  Warner  theatres,  has  shaken 
off  the  Ohio  snow  in  favor  of  New  Or- 
leans sunshine.  He’ll  he  gone  about  two 
weeks  . . . Dick  Deutsch  of  the  Dick 
Deutsch  Printing  Co.  has  taken  over  the 
Price  line  of  dresserware  for  theatre  pre- 
miums . . . Ray  Brown,  manager  of  the 
Warner  theatres  in  the  southern  district 
of  Ohio,  is  scheduled  to  take  his  vacation 
starting  February  19.  He  will  divide  the 
two  weeks  on  leave  between  Pittsburgh 
and  Philadelphia  where  his  father  is  man- 
ager of  the  Nixon  Theatre. 

Introducing  Saul  Prank,  latest  member 
of  the  local  Grand  National  sales  family. 
Frank  came  on  from  the  Milwaukee  ter- 
ritory . . . Add  to  the  Miami  Beach  film 
colony  Jerry  Shuler,  manager  of  War- 
ner’s Ohio  Theatre  ...  Is  Bill  Sherman 
of  the  Forum  Theatre,  Norwalk,  on  the 
sick  list?  Mrs.  Jack  Jossey  is  doing  nice- 
ly, thank  you,  at  Lakeside  Hospital,  where 
she  underwent  on  operation.  Jack  Jossey 
is  the  local  Bank  Night  franchise  owner 
and  also  is  handling  sales  of  the  Magic 
Eye  in  this  territory. 

Two  prominent  judges,  Judge  J.  A.  Ack- 
erman and  Judge  Joseph  Silbert,  were 
guests  of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture 
Exhibitors  Ass’n  at  the  buffet  luncheon 
which  preceded  the  general  meeting  to 
elect  officers. 

Ben  Greenberger,  manager  of  the  Houg- 
79th  Theatre,  has  recently  returned  from 
a honeymoon  which  followed  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Esther  Frank,  sister  of  Eugene 
Frank,  manager  of  the  Embassy. 

Ben  Frank  has  been  promoted  from  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Liberty  to  mana- 
ger at  the  Mall  where  he  succeeds  Lester 
Bieber  who  resigned  to  devote  his  time 
to  other  business  interests. 

“Duke”  Clark,  Paramount  branch  mana- 
ger, is  staying  at  home  until  he  becomes 
accustomed  to  wearing  his  broken  arm  in 
a cast  . . . And  Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great 
Lakes  division  manager,  just  put  off  the 
cast  he  has  worn  on  his  arm  since  Christ- 
mas . . . Fred  Meier  of  the  News  is  laid 
up  with  a game  leg — and  just  when  he 
has  the  responsibility  of  the  entertainment 
for  the  Variety  City  Ball  on  his  shoulders. 

Alvin  Goodwin  of  Quality  Premiums  was 
in  town  to  officiate  at  the  formal  open- 
ing of  the  company’s  Cleveland  office  un- 
der the  management  of  Sidney  Garfinkle 
in  205  Film  Bldg.  Garfinkle  reports  he 
has  sold  his  dresserware  premium  sets  to 
the  Almira  and  Windameer  theatres  here. 

Charles  Gottlob  of  the  Milo  Theatre, 
Cleveland,  has  taken  over  the  Main  and 
is  remodeling  it  . . . They  say  it’s  for  the 
health,  but  actually  it’s  to  recapture  their 
youthful  waistlines  that  Stuart  Cagney, 
A1  Ochs,  Tom  White,  Fred  Holzworth  and 
Billy  Banks,  all  managers  of  Associated 
Theatres  circuit  houses,  have  just  signed 
up  for  a course  of  exercises  at  the  Stan- 
dard Health  Club. 


MPEA  of  Cleveland 
Renames  Schwartz 

Cleveland — Ernest  Schwartz  was  elected 
by  unanimous  acclamation  to  serve  his 
sixth  consecutive  term  as  president  of 
the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 
Ass’n,  at  the  annual  general  association 
meeting  held  last  Thursday. 

All  other  officers  were  also  unanimously 
re-elected  to  serve  another  year  including 
Albert  E.  Ptak,  vice-president;  George 
W.  Erdmann,  secretary,  and  M.  B.  Hor- 
witz,  treasurer. 

Four  new  members  to  the  board  of  di- 
rectors were  elected.  They  were  L.  G. 
Baldwin  and  Frank  Porozynski  for  three- 
year  terms,  and  Jack  Shulman  and  Meyer 
Kaplan  for  one-year  terms.  Serving  unex- 
pired terms  on  the  board  of  directors  are 
John  D.  Kalafat,  Morris  Berkowitz,  Henry 
Greenberger  and  P.  E.  Essick. 

Two  Veteran  Michigan 
Showmen  Are  Dead 

Detroit — Death  last  week  claimed  two 
well  known  Michigan  showmen. 

H.  R.  Byerly  of  Detroit,  who  was  58 
years  old,  had  been  ill  only  a week  before 
his  end.  He  was  once  associated  with 
the  former  Henry  S.  Koppin  circuit  here, 
later  becoming  manager  of  the  Columbia 
Theatre  in  its  vaudeville  heyday  for  John 
H.  Kunsky.  He  was  also  affiliated,  in  a 
managerial  capacity,  with  the  Jacob 
Schreiber  circuit,  and  more  recently  man- 
aged the  Highland  Park  in  the  Detroit 
suburb  of  that  name  for  Associated  The- 
atres. Burial  was  in  Logansport,  Ind., 
where  Byerly  once  controlled  the  town, 
theatrically  speaking. 

Harry  S.  Goseline,  of  Port  Huron,  who 
had  been  ill  two  years,  was,  like  Byerly, 
58  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
After  graduating  from  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  he  joined  A1  G. 
Fields’  minstrels  as  a featured  singer  and 
later  built  and  operated  theatres  in  various 
Michigan  cities.  At  the  last,  he  ran  the 
Ritz  in  Port  Huron.  Burial  was  in  Port 
Huron. 


James  B,  Walker 

Pittsburgh — James  Brady  Walker,  re- 
tired North  Side  exhibitor,  died  at  his 
home,  1326  Juniata  St.,  at  the  age  of  79. 
Walker  and  his  brother  opened  the  Acad- 
emy Theatre,  Beaver  Ave.,  in  1915,  which 
they  operated  for  a number  of  years,  with- 
drawing from  exhibition  with  the  sale  of 
the  property. 


Mrs.  Sarah  Newman 

Detroit — Mrs.  Sarah  Newman,  mother 
of  David  Newman  of  Detroit,  died  in  her 
78th  year  at  her  home  in  New  York.  New- 
man is  secretary  of  Detroit  Variety  Club 
and  owns  a circuit  of  Detroit  theatres  in 
partnership  with  Thomas  Soule. 


Renew  Amanda  Duff 

Hollywood — The  contract  of  Amanda 
Duff,  featured  player,  has  been  renewed 
for  another  year  by  20th  Century-Fox. 


pj ARRIS  DUDELSON,  Fritz  Witte  and  Joe 
Oulahan  served  as  a committee  for  the 
farewell  dinner  tendered  Max  Stahl,  for- 
mer United  Artists  local  branch  manager, 
by  the  Queen  City  Variety  Club,  in  the 
Netherland  Plaza  club  rooms,  January  30. 
Stahl  has  entered  the  exhibitor’s  field, 
with  a new  theatre,  the  Ritz,  at  Shelby- 
ville,  Ind.  A feast  and  flow  of  oratory, 
and  a splendid  turnout  of  the  barkers,  at- 
tested his  popularity. 

Louis  Wiethe,  exhibitor,  will  erect  a new 
$75,000  theatre  at  Latonia,  Ky.,  on  the 
south  side  of  Southern  Ave.,  with  con- 
struction to  start  in  30  days.  The  new 
house  urill  be  called  “The  Kentucky”  and 
will  be  of  latest  design,  fire-proof  and  air- 
conditioned,  with  a seating  capacity  of  600 
persons.  The  house  will  be  brick  with  terra 
cotta  front.  Wiethe  also  owns  the  Derby 
and  Latonia  theatres  in  Latonia.  He  will 
continue  to  operate  the  Derby,  and  has 
no  plans  for  the  future  of  the  25-year-old 
Latonia. 

Jack  Philbin  is  replacing  Irving  Koppel- 
man  as  representative  for  Famous  Music, 
with  local  headquarters  at  the  Paramount 
exchange.  Koppelman  goes  to  Chicago. 
Philbin  is  being  initiated  into  Queen  City 
Variety. 

Paramount's  Joe  Oulahan,  returning 
from  a trip  throughout  the  Ohio  territory 
reports  an  undercurrent  of  confidence 
among  theatre  exhibitors,  that  business  is 
in  for  a steady  increase. 

The  Queen  City  Bookers  Club  staged  its 
first  meet  for  many  moons,  with  an  after- 
noon of  bowling,  arranged  by  Joe  Goetz, 
at  the  Standley’s  Grill,  Evanston.  Thirty 
bookers  comprised  the  five  teams.  A lunch 
and  refreshments  wound  up  the  festivities. 

Rudy  Skirboll  is  no  longer  at  the  Yukon 
Theatre,  Yukon,  W.  Va.,  and  report  has  it 
he  will  take  over  the  Ohio  Theatre  at 
Cambridge. 

Leonore  Schmidt  of  Warner,  journeyed 
to  Springfield  to  spend  several  hours  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  Chakeres  before  their 
departure  for  a Florida  vacation.  The 
Chakeres  left  with  Mary  Collins  and  Baby 
Phil,  for  Miami  Beach. 

Art  Miller,  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  is  re- 
signing the  Alpine  Circuit,  as  booker,  ef- 
fective this  week,  to  take  over  the  book- 
ing for  the  Chesbrough’s  in  Columbus. 

M-G-M’s  “Idiot’s  Delight”  opened  to 
outstanding  business  at  RKO  Albee.  RKO’s 
“Gunga  Din”  delighted  a prevue  audience 
at  the  exchange.  The  latter  is  set  for  the 
Albee,  Cincy;  Keith’s,  Dayton,  and  the 
Palace,  Columbus,  for  February  17. 

Florence  Schomaker  is  recovering  from 
a bad  fall  on  the  ice,  which,  while  she 
kept  to  her  desk  at  the  office,  nevertheless 
caused  her  to  limp  for  a week. 

A new  theatre  is  to  be  erected  in  North 
College  HUl  by  the  North  Amusement  Co., 
according  to  announcement.  Officials  of 
the  company  could  not  be  ascertained. 

Al  Sugarman  reports  that  C.  E.  Davie 
has  resigned  his  commission  of  colonel  in 
the  Ohio  National  Guards. 
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Radio  Tieups  in  Ohio 
For  "Lone  Ranger" 

Cleveland — Nat  L.  Lefton,  head  of  Re- 
public Pictures  in  this  territory,  says  a 
new  business  building  tieup  for  exhibitors 
has  been  arranged  in  connection  with  the 
Republic  serials,  “Tlie  Lone  Ranger”  and 
“The  Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again,”  and 
three  radio  stations  carrying  sponsored 
daily  Lone  Ranger  programs.  The  sta- 
tions are  WHK  in  Cleveland,  WHKC  in 
Columbus  and  WCKY  in  Cincinnati. 

The  Lone  Ranger  radio  program  will  be 
15  minutes  in  length  and  the  sponsors  will 
daily  mention  the  name  of  the  theatres 
currently  playing  the  serial. 

In  Cleveland  the  program  is  sponsored 
by  Dr.  West’s  Tooth  Paste,  starting  Feb- 
ruary 23.  The  Columbus  program  starts 
February  13  with  Bond  Bread  as  sponsor. 
In  Cincinnati  the  Schultz  Bakery  is  spon- 
soring the  program. 

A1  Gregg,  publicity  director,  points  out 
that  this  tieup  costs  the  exhibitor  nothing 
except  a short  trailer  suggesting  that  pa- 
trons listen  to  the  Lone  Ranger  broadcasts 
over  the  specified  radio  stations.  This  is 
an  ideal  two-way  exploitation  tieup,  Gregg 
states,  with  the  benefits  being  equally  alike 
to  both  exhibitor  and  sponsor. 


Cold  Weather  No  Damper 
On  Esquire  Building 

Detroit — Despite  the  cold  weather,  work 
is  going  forward  on  the  new  Esquire  The- 
atre in  Grosse  Pointe,  east  side  suburb, 
with  a probable  opening  about  March  15, 
according  to  George  Sampson,  general 
manager. 

An  air  conditioning  system  is  now  be- 
ing installed.  Tlie  system,  for  both  sum- 
mer and  winter  use,  is  automatically  con- 
trolled. 


Ben  Cohen,  Recovered, 

To  Miami  for  Winter 

Detroit — Ben  Cohen,  circuit  operator, 
has  gone  to  Miami  for  the  winter.  He 
has  recovered  from  the  recent  amputation 
of  his  leg  and  expects  to  resume  active 
management  of  his  theatres  when  he  re- 
turns in  the  spring. 

His  brother  and  partner,  Lou,  went  south 
on  Saturday  to  join  him,  but  returns  here 
February  6. 


New  Buyers'  Guide 

Detroit— A new  type  of  buyers’  guide, 
to  be  distributed  free  to  local  theatres  and 
circuit  purchasing  agents,  is  being  readied 
by  Hanna  Theatrical  Enterprises.  The 
guide  will  contain  a cross-index  listing  of 
products  used  in  theatres  and  a listing  of 
all  Detroit  theatres. 


Tunes  to  Del  Apel 

Detroit — Del  Apel  has  taken  over  dis- 
tribution in  this  territory  of  the  new 
screen  game.  Tunes.  Charles  Powell,  who 
originally  had  the  distribution  here  with 
Apel,  has  since  joined  National  Screen 
Service  here. 


Dubious  of  Claims 
From  Hollywood 

Detroit — A study  of  a series  of  clippings 
from  newspapers  of  upstate  Michigan 
cities  shows  that  the  recent  trends  in  in- 
dustry publicity  have  resulted  in  every- 
thing emanating  from  Hollywood  being 
automatically  taken  with  a whole  cup  of 
salt. 

The  Pontiac  Daily  Press  and  Dick  Mur- 
ray, columnist  for  the  Lansing  State  Jour- 
71  al,  recently  treated  the  announcement  of 
a “new”  Scarlett  O'Hara  selection  with  a 
“so  what”  attitude. 

The  Pontiac  paper,  for  instance,  used 
the  O’Hara  announcement  as  the  step- 
ping stone  for  an  editorial  attacking  Hol- 
lywood for  taking  liberties  with  novels  or 
works  of  fiction  by  producing  a picture 
bearing  very  slight  resemblance  to  the 
book  of  the  same  title. 

“A  story  that  is  sweet,  gentle,  and  excel- 
lent for  growing  children  is,  on  occasion, 
turned  into  a stormy  mess  of  problems  and 
trouble  and  high  pitched  excitement  and 
confusion,”  resulting  in  a policy  to  “mis- 
lead patrons  by  getting  them  in  to  see 
something  which  is  not  what  it  pretends 
to  be,”  said  the  paper. 

Murray,  on  the  other  hand,  is  rather 
caustic  about  alleged  Hollywood  over-cau- 
tion in  handling  realistic  subjects,  citing  a 
current  “expose”  in  Stage  magazine,  start- 
ing off  with  the  idea  that  “Hollywood 
seems  to  be  growing  a bit  of  a backbone” 
because  of  M-G-M’s  decision  to  produce 
“It  Can’t  Happen  Here.” 


Writes  "Yukon"  Sequel 

Hollywood — James  Webb  has  been  as- 
signed to  write  an  untitled  original  as  a 
sequel  to  “Call  of  the  Yukon”  at  Republic. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  page  100) 

has  graduated  from  Taylor  Allderdice  High 
School  and  is  entering  Pitt  . . . “Jesse 
Janies”  is  “holding  up”  some  new  records, 
having  broken  the  Alvin  house  record,  and 
having  its  playing  time  doubled  through- 
out the  territory. 

TlTe  Stanley’s  eleventh  anniversary  stage 
shows  for  the  month  of  February  are  an- 
nounced as  a $50,000  outlay  for  talent. 
The  “names”  include  Russ  Morgan,  Ted 
Weems,  Tommy  Dorsey,  Eddie  Duchin, 
Vincent  Lopez,  plus  Patricia  Ellis.  This 
rounds  out  one  of  the  finest  array  of  shows 
to  play  the  Stanley  in  its  history.  The 
month  of  March  will  bring  more  headliners 
in  the  return  of  the  house  record-holder, 
Kay  Kyser,  Artie  Shaw  and  Benny  Good- 
man. 

“Gunga  Din”  date  at  the  Penn  is  Feb- 
ruary 24  . . . George  Brent  may  come  here 
for  the  opening  of  “Wings  of  the  Navy" 
at  the  Penn  on  February  17  . . . Reports 
here  this  week  stated  that  Warner  Bros, 
had  purchased  the  Sheridan  Square  Thea- 
tre, East  Liberty,  from  the  Thomas  B. 
Moreland  estate  for  $450,000  . . . The 
father  of  Bob  Lynch,  Warner  salesman, 
died  at  the  family  home  in  Grove  City,  Pa. 


Prospects  for  New  One  on 
Woodward  Ave„  Detroit 

Detroit — Prospects  of  another  Wood- 
ward Ave.  theatre  looms  with  disclosure 
of  plans  to  vacate  the  20-year-old  Orches- 
tra Hall  by  the  Detroit  Symphony  Or- 
chestra, which  will  move  to  the  Masonic 
Temple  right  after  Easter. 

The  spot  has  been  used  for  years  for 
special  productions  as  well  as  for  legiti- 
mate shows,  in  between  roadshow  orches- 
tra concerts,  and  its  central  location  may 
make  it  available  for  motion  picture  use. 

A difficulty  would  lie  in  the  highly  com- 
plicated Woodward  Ave.  booking  situa- 
tion with  theatres  along  the  street  now 
virtually  begging  for  product. 


Bill  Bishop  Returning  to 
Detroit  to  Be  Married 

Detroit — William  G.  Bishop,  divisional 
director  of  publicity  for  M-G-M,  who  re- 
cently moved  his  office  from  Detroit  to 
Chicago,  is  returning  here  this  Saturday 
to  be  married  at  Metropolitan  Methodist 
Church  to  Miss  Evelyn  Ford,  a nui'se  at 
the  Florence  Crittenton  Hospital. 

Among  filmites  planning  to  attend  the 
wedding  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  C.  Dear- 
dourff  of  Cleveland,  and  Norman  Pyle. 


D.  Wolverton  Building 
A 600-Seat  Theatre 

Detroit — A new  theatre  is  being  erected 
at  Chelsea,  Mich.,  the  Long  Sing  Co.  re- 
ports. Owner  is  Dillon  Wolverton  of  Mid- 
dleville,  Mich.  Carl  Gustafson  is  the  gen- 
eral contractor. 

The  new  house  will  seat  about  600  per- 
sons. 


Would  Assess  lor  Zoning 
OH  Detroit  Sections 

Detroit — A proposal  calling  for  a $25 
assessment  for  “no-parking”  zones  in  front 
of  public  buUdings  has  been  placed  before 
the  city  council  by  M.  W.  Cochran,  traf- 
fic manager.  Renewal  licenses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  would  cost  $10. 

No  specific  exemptions  are  included  in 
the  proposal. 


Salem  at  Slickville  Sold 

Slickville,  Pa. — Adam  Evans  and  Mike 
Evanik  have  taken  over  operation  of  the 
Salem  Theatre  here.  Former  operator  was 
Abie  Beter.  Transfer  was  made  this  week. 


Schenot  Reopens  Pearl 

Castle  Shannon,  Pa. — The  Pearl  Thea- 
tre, which  recently  reverted  to  the  owner, 
Stephen  Schenot,  will  be  reopened  under 
his  management. 


Geauga  at  Chardon  Opens 

Chardon,  O. — The  Geauga,  Chardon’s 
new  $65,000  theatre,  built  by  Chardon  The- 
atre Enterprises,  has  opened.  L.  M.  Smith 
is  president  and  manager. 
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F.  X.  Cope  Wants 
Curfew  Enforced 

Boston — Curfew  will  be  sounded,  and 
enforced,  in  every  Massachusetts  com- 
munity if  a bill  filed  by  Representative 
PYancis  X.  Coyne  of  Boston  is  passed  by 
the  house  of  representatives.  Coyne  is 
already  well  known  for  his  “True  Name” 
biU. 

The  purpose  of  the  curfew  bill,  the 
sponsor  stated,  is  “to  take  children  off  the 
streets  and  put  them  in  the  proper  place — 
their  home.”  Police  would  be  required  to 
warn  parents.  Parents  would  be  liable  to 
fine  after  two  warnings. 

Theatremen  wondered  if  such  a law, 
going  into  effect  nightly  at  9:30,  would 
put  much  of  a damper  on  theatre  business. 

A 9:30  p.  m.  curfew  for  children  under 
14  was  tried  out  in  Cambridge  a few 
days  ago,  but  its  main  accomplishment 
was  keeping  youngsters  up  late  so  that 
they  could  taunt  the  cops. 

Management  of  the  University  Theatre 
in  Cambridge,  operated  by  Stanley  Sum- 
ner, told  this  publication  that  the  curfew 
law  had  no  noticeable  effect  on  evening 
attendance.  What  few  children  do  attend 
the  University  in  the  evening  are  general- 
ly accompanied  by  parents,  it  was  stated. 


Cleaners  in  Two  RKO  Hub 
Theatres  Spurn  Union 

Boston — Cleaners  in  the  two  local  RKO 
theatres,  in  a national  labor  relations 
board  poll,  declined  to  join  the  Theatre 
Cleaners  Union. 

The  organization,  which  called  a recent 
walk-out  at  the  Levenson  house  in  Brook- 
line and  which  has  figured  in  numerous 
negotiations  with  theatre  operators  re- 
cently, is  not  a branch  of  the  lATSE  but 
is  affiliated  with  the  Building  Service 
Employes  Union.  Theatrical  Employes 
Union,  an  lATSE  unit,  turned  over  the 
cleaning  segment  to  the  Building  Service 
section  of  the  AFL  some  time  ago. 

Rise  of  the  Theatre  Cleaners  Local  is 
boosting  theatre  contracting  with  such 
cleaning  concerns  as  Aetna.  This  con- 
cern has  had  the  cleaning  contract  at 
the  two  local  Loew’s  houses  for  the  past 
few  years. 


Tentative  Vaude  Return 
Succeeds  in  Boston 

Boston — The  tentative  return  of  vaude- 
ville to  Boston’s  deluxe  theatre  lineup  is 
proving  a mild  success.  Ben  Domingo, 
RKO  city  manager,  has  extended  flesh 
engagements  at  the  RKO  Boston  to  four- 
day  weekends.  Bookings  were  previously 
for  three  days.  The  holiday  week  of  Feb- 
ruary 22  will  be  featured  by  two  five- 
day  stage  show  engagements. 


Featured  in  "Old  Maid" 
Hollywood — Bette  Davis  and  Miriam 
Hopkins  are  co-featured  in  “The  Old 
Maid,”  which  Edmund  Goulding  directs  for 
Warner  Bros. 


Block  Booking  Not  MPPDA 
Concern,  Testifies  Hays 


Boston — Contending  that  block  booking 
is  “an  internal  business  practice,  and  our 
association  has  had  nothing  to  do  with 
such,”  the  deposiiion  of  Will  H.  Hays  in 
the  Morse  & Rothenberg  suit  hearing  de- 
nied that  the  Motion  Picture  Producers 
and  Distributors  of  America  had  taken 
any  position  with  the  subject. 

Read  into  the  testimony  before  the  fed- 
eral district  court  master,  Philip  Hendrick, 
the  deposition  related  that  MPPDA  mem- 
bers believed  the  Neely-Pettengill  anti- 
block booking  bill  “was  a distinct  dis- 
service to  the  industry”  and  that  a brief 
was  prepared  against  it. 

Hays,  sparring  with  George  S.  Ryan, 
attorney  for  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  cir- 
cuit, declined  to  admit  incidents  seeming- 
ly submitted  by  Ryan  with  a view  to  es- 
tablishing concerted  action  by  major  com- 
panies with  respect  to  the  block  booking 
question. 

Attempts  by  Ryan  to  elicit  admission 
that  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners 
of  America  was  supported  largely  in  mem- 
bership or  in  fees  by  the  MPPDA  were 
unavailing. 

Hays  expressed  regret,  in  reply  to  one 
question  concerning  anti-trust  laws,  that 
the  arbitration  clause  in  film  contracts  had 
been  outlawed  by  court  decision  on 
unanimity  of  action  by  the  major  com- 
panies. He  termed  the  system  a sta- 
bilizing influence. 


Charge  M&R  Attorney  Seeks 
Irrelevant  Information 

Boston — Charges  that  George  S.  Ryan, 
Morse  & Rothenberg  attorney  in  the 
$2,100,000  anti-trust  suit  against  major 
interests,  was  slanting  his  questions  to 
obtain  evidence  for  use  in  other  similar 
suits  highlighted  the  continuation  of  tes- 
timony before  Philip  Hendrick,  federal  dis- 
trict court  master,  here. 

Edward  McClennen,  chief  defense  at- 
torney, objecting  to  questions  put  to  Ross 
Cropper,  RKO  branch  manager  in  Boston, 
on  subsequent-run  deal  desirabilities,  as- 
serted he  did  not  “like  this  case  used  to 
collect  evidence  for  those  other  cases.” 

Specifically,  the  question  put  by  Ryan, 
asked  Cropper  if  he  had  any  objection  to 
selling  the  entire  RKO  lineup,  second-run, 
to  the  Broadway  in  Dover,  N.  H.  Upon 
objections  by  McClennen,  Ryan  contended 
it  was  general  practice  for  distributors  to 
sell  any  run  possible  in  any  locality  and 
indicated  he  sought  to  ascertain  the  reason 
for  alleged  refusal  to  sell  the  Dover  sec- 
ond-run situation.  The  defense  objection 
was  sustained. 

Reading  of  the  deposition  by  William 
Mallard,  RKO  executive,  as  to  attendance 
at  MPPDA  law  committee  meetings  re- 
vealed a verbal  clash  between  Mallard  and 
Ryan.  The  former,  non-commital  to  nu- 
merous queries  apparently  seeking  to  es- 
tablish the  presence  of  major  counsel  at 
the  meeting,  at  one  point  said:  “I  can’t 
name  anybody  that  was  present  at  any 
particular  meeting  now  because  the  at- 


tendance would  vary,  and  I don’t  remem- 
ber.” 

At  another  point.  Mallard  said  he  be- 
lieved that  in  1930  RKO  made  a loan  to 
Universal  and  to  Columbia,  estimating 
the  loans  at  $1,000,000  each. 

Continuing  with  the  depositions,  the  fol- 
lowing were  presented  in  testimony: 

Charles  Rosenweig,  New  York  exchange 
sales  manager  for  United  Artists.  He  tes- 
tified that  many  early-day  practices  in 
the  selling  of  films  had  been  “washed 
down.”  He  denied  that  major  companies 
had  acted  in  concert  to  secure  increased 
aamission  prices,  but  said  that  his  firm 
was  an  advocate  of  higher  boxoffice 
tariffs. 

Edward  L.  McEvoy,  eastern  and  Cana- 
dian sales  manager  for  RKO,  who  said 
that  protection  was  arrived  at  through 
and  between  the  distributor  and  first-run 
exhibitor  as  a part  of  the  sale.  He  de- 
nied that  circuits  dictate  protection  terms 
after  consummation  of  product  deals. 

At  one  time  a salesman  here  for  Harry 
Asher,  and  before  that  operator  of  a the- 
atre in  Peabody,  McEvoy  was  asked  if 
RKO  played  pictui'es  on  a percentage  basis 
at  Keith’s  Memorial  in  Boston.  He  re- 
fused to  answer. 

He  said  that  M.  A.  Shea  is  head  of  the 
Feiber-Shea  circuit.  When  asked  about 
Feiber,  the  RKO  executive  said  he  “is  a 
mysterious  partner”  he  had  never  met. 
He  denied  knowledge  of  refusal  by  RKO 
to  sell  the  Morse  & Rothenberg  Park  The- 
atre in  Nashua,  but  did  say  that  he  had 
advised  Cropper  that  “where  we  sold  a 
subsequent-run  at  a very  cheap  price  of 
admission,  that  we  usually  found  it  af- 
fected the  receipts  on  our  first  run  where 
we  were  playing  pictures  on  percentage.” 
He  said  RKO  was  selling  pictures  on  per- 
centage in  Nashua. 

McEvoy  denied  information  on  refusal 
to  sell  subsequent  run  to  other  Morse  & 
Rothenberg  houses  in  New  England  and 
eastern  states  as  Ryan  apparently  sought 
to  draw  testimony  pointing  to  discrimi- 
nation against  the  plaintiff  chain. 


Expect  New  England  Ad 
Fund  to  Aid  Trade 

Boston — Theatremen  expect  to  benefit 
from  the  spending  of  a recommended  fund 
of  $50,000  by  advertising  New  England 
recreational  advantages.  The  fund,  ac- 
cording to  a plan  advanced  by  the  six 
New  England  governors,  is  for  contribu- 
tion on  a percentage  basis  by  each  of  the 
six  states.  Massachusetts’  share  would 
amount  to  $17,250.  Such  an  expenditure, 
it  is  felt,  would  attract  a quantity  of 
World  Pair  trade  here. 


Blondie  Film  Retitled 

Hollywood — Second  in  the  Blondie  se- 
ries, originally  titled  “Blondie  Steps  Out,” 
has  been  changed  to  “Blonde  Meets  the 
Boss.” 
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Nathan  Yamins  Again  Heads 
Allied's  Unit  in  Boston 


Boston — Nathan  Yamins,  long  head  of 
the  New  England  unit  and  erstwhile  presi- 
dent of  national  Allied,  was.  unanimously 
re-elected  president  of  the  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.,  at  the  annual  meeting 
here. 

Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  manager; 
Max  Levenson,  first  vice-president;  Frank 
Lydon,  second  vice-president;  Adolph 
Bendslev,  treasurer,  and  Hai’old  Stone- 
man,  secretary,  also  were  unanimously 
named. 

The  executive  committee  was  named  as 
follows;  Edward  Ansin,  Charles  Hodgdon, 
Irving  Isaacs,  Walter  Littlefield,  William 
McLaughlin,  Daniel  D.  Murphy,  Frank 
Perry,  Wilbur  Peterson,  Morris  Pouzzner, 
George  Ramsdell,  Sam  Resnick,  Richard 
Rubin,  Philip  Smith,  William  Viano  and 
Thomas  McNulty,  for  Massachusetts;  Rich- 
ard Flora  for  Maine,  J.  E.  Charboneau  and 
Warren  Nichols  for  New  Hampshire,  Al- 
lard Graves  for  Vermont,  and  John  Find- 
lay and  Martin  Tuohy  for  Rhode  Island. 

A question  arose  as  to  the  eligibility 
of  Littlefield,  who  sold  his  theatre  inter- 
ests to  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  and  no  longer 
is  an  exhibitor.  Littlefield  was  accepted 
tentatively  until  an  examination  of  the 
by-laws  could  be  conducted. 

Approximately  65  attended  the  noonday 
luncheon  at  Lou  Walters  Latin  Quarter, 
the  affair  dedicated  to  Frank  Howard, 
said  to  be  the  first  exhibitor  in  the  United 
States  and  the  first  distributor  in  New 
England.  Howard,  80  years  old  and  still 
an  active  Allied  member,  was  present  to 
acknowledge  the  greetings  by  Yamins  in 
behalf  of  the  organization. 

Detained  in  Washington  for  the  drafting 
of  a brief  for  the  defense  of  the  Allied- 
sponsored  North  Dakota  "divorce”  law 
review  due  to  come  up  soon  before  the 
U.  S.  supreme  court,  Abram  F.  Myers, 
national  chairman  and  counsel,  could  not 
attend.  His  message,  appearing  elsewhere 
in  this  issue,  was  read  to  the  gathering. 

H.  M.  Richey,  public  relations  counsel 
for  RKO  and  formerly  business  manager 
of  the  Michigan  Allied  unit,  was  guest 
speaker. 

"Tlie  solution  of  industry  problems  will 
not  come  from  the  government  suit,  but 
from  within  the  industry  itself,”  he  said. 
"The  industry  problems  are  the  result  of 
20  years  patching  an  old  structure,”  he 
continued.  Defining  today’s  differences  as 
simple  problems  that  have  become  com- 
plex, Richey  declared  that  "no  single 
yardstick  can  be  applied  arbitrarily  to 


Says  Originator  of 
Duals  Revealed 

Boston — Frank  Howard,  SO-year-old 
exhibitor,  came  forward  with  the  name 
of  the  man  who  started  double  fea- 
tures, classed  by  H.  M.  Richey  as  one 
of  the  trade's  greatest  evils,  Nathan 
Yamins  said  at  the  Allied  convention. 

"The  man,"  he  said,  "was  Louis  B. 
Mayer." 


clearance,”  but  that  protection  depended 
upon  specific  situations. 

A belief  that  the  evolution  of  new  dis- 
tribution methods  was  being  inevitably 
compelled  by  the  need  for  selling  pictures 
high  in  production  value  but  not  as  potent 
at  the  boxoffice,  was  voiced  by  Richey. 

Executive  business  sessions  were  held  in 
the  morning,  the  general  meeting  getting 
under  way  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Hotel 
Statler. 

Yamins  commended  support  given  to 
local  independents  by  Kenneth  Douglass 
and  his  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  and 
by  Alexander  Film  Co. 


Accidental  Discharge  of 
Gun  Injures  Usher 

Bridgefort,  Conn. — Vladimir  Petrasko, 
an  usher  at  the  Loew-Poli,  was  wounded 
in  the  thigh  in  a dressing-room  at  the 
theatre  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a 
revolver.  Petrasko  and  another  usher, 
Robert  Langdon,  were  wiping  off  and  pack- 
ing a collection  of  firearms  used  as  a dis- 
play in  connection  with  the  picture,  “Jesse 
James.”  In  some  unexplained  manner 
Langdon  picked  up  a revolver  owned  by 
Thomas  Shea,  student  assistant  manager, 
which  was  resting  on  a dressing  table.  As 
he  started  to  wipe  the  gun  it  discharged 
and  the  bullet  entered  Petrasko’s  thigh. 
The  youth  was  taken  to  Bridgeport  Hos- 
pital. 

Shea  is  a special  policeman  and  carries 
the  revolver  when  taking  the  theatre’s  re- 
ceipts to  the  bank. 


J^NSEL  N.  SANBORN,  Carroll  County 
exhibitor  and  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  was  remembered  by  fel- 
low (and  sister)  solons  on  his  45th  birth- 
day anniversary.  Women  members  led 
the  surprised  Mr.  Sanborn  to  the  clerk’s 
desk,  where  he  was  presented  a handsome 
birthday  cake  by  a legislator  who  was  his 
rival  for  the  speakership  at  the  start  of 
the  house  session. 

Lowell  Thomas,  radio  and  talkie  com- 
mentator, described  the  thrills  of  the  Can- 
non Mountain  aerial  tramway  to  a na- 
tion-wide radio  audience,  January  20. 

A proposal  to  have  a special  commission 
study  pari-mutuel  betting  on  horse  races 
at  Rockingham  Park  in  Salem  was  killed 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  January 
24,  without  an  argument. 

The  legislature  has  received  a measure, 
sponsored  by  Rep.  David  O’Shan  of  La- 
conia, which  would  prohibit  advertising  of 
gambling  “in  any  of  its  forms.”  A $1,000 


Real  Percentage 
System 

Boston — Nathan  Yamins  of  Fall  Riv- 
er, Mass.,  fold  Allied  conventioneers 
here  that  he  rented  his  Capitol  The- 
atre to  a group  putting  on  a Portu- 
guese picture.  A storm  held  the  gross 
to  $437.  Yamins  got  $250  rent. 

"I  feel  like  a distributor,"  he  said. 


Youth  Groups  to  Screen 
Shorts  for  Analyzing 

New  Haven  — Supplanting  the  annual 
symposium  at  the  Paramount  Theatre, 
the  school  Junior  Motion  Picture  Councils 
will  present  three  evening  programs  on 
short  subjects,  beginning  February  8 with 
a discussion  of  cartoons,  short  comedies 
and  novelties,  at  Troup  Junior  High.  Eve- 
ning meetings  have  been  arranged  as  an 
innovation  so  that  parents  and  other  in- 
terested adults  can  see  the  work  of  the 
schools  along  motion  picture  lines. 

Several  short  films  of  outstanding  merit, 
loaned  by  local  exchanges  will  be  shown. 
The  student  members  of  the  various  clubs 
wiU  discuss  them,  point  out  finer  points 
of  photography,  acting  direction  and 
other  phases.  Finally  the  films  will  be 
re-shown  to  aUow  the  audience  to  realize 
how  much  was  missed  in  the  first  show- 
ing. A Disney,  a one-reel  comedy,  and  a 
"Pete  Smith”  novelty  constitute  the  first 
program.  Approximately  500  children  are 
numbered  in  the  councils. 


Flynn  Shorts  Producer 

Hollywood — A series  of  sports  subjects, 
to  be  released  by  Warner  Bros.,  wiU  be 
made  by  Errol  Flynn  and  Howard  Hill, 
world  champion  archer.  Flynn  is  financing 
the  undertaking. 


fine,  or  six  months’  imprisonment,  is  pro- 
posed for  violators. 

Besides  the  $50,000  renovations  now  in 
progress  at  the  Scenic  (Interstate)  Theatre 
in  Rochester,  a new  main  entrance  and 
lobby  will  be  constructed  to  face  South 
Main  street,  instead  of  Arrow  street,  as  at 
present,  according  to  Manager  William  J. 
Stanton. 

Discussing  juvenile  delinquency  at  a 
Kiwanis  meetmg  in  Rochester,  Capt.  Al- 
fred B.  Morganstern,  head  of  the  State 
Industrial  School  in  Manchester,  said  au- 
thorities blame  “heredity,  environment, 
bad  companions,  lack  of  early  training, 
newspapers  and  the  movies.  They  know 
everything  there  is  to  be  known  about  de- 
linquents except  what  to  do  about  them.” 

The  senior  class  of  Rochester  High 
School  will  have  a reason  to  remember  the 
Scenic  Theatre  on  graduation  day,  due  to 
an  unusual  gift.  Proceeds  of  two  show- 
ings of  “Drums”  were  turned  over  to  the 
students  to  help  defray  expenses  of  their 
commencement  program. 
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OFFERING  COMPLETE 

MOTIOGRAPH-MIRROPHONIC 

Service  in  New  England 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


^ NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
N£r  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON,  MASS. 


MOTIOGRAPH 

INSTALLATIONS 

HAVE  BEEN  MADE 
by  CAPITOL 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING 
NEW  ENGLAND  THEATRES 

STAR  THEATRE,  Newmarket,  N.  H. 

CASTLE  THEATRE,  Providence,  R.  I. 

HOPE  THEATRE,  Providence,  R.  I. 

STONEHAM  THEATRE,  Stoneham, 
Mass. 

COr4MUNITY  THEATRE,  Wellesley, 
Mass. 

BIJOU  THEATRE,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

COURT  SQUARE  THEATRE,  Spring- 
field,  Mass. 

WINCHESTER  THEATRE,  Winchester, 
Mass. 

PARK  THEATRE,  Worcester,  Mass. 

WELDEN  THEATRE,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

WERNICK  THEATRE,  Chicopee  Falls, 
Mass. 

PARK  THEATRE,  East  Jaifrey,  N.  H. 

CHAMPLAN  THEATRE,  Swanton,  Vt. 

DRIVE-IN  THEATRE,  Weymouth,  Mass. 

DRIVE-IN  THEATRE,  Shrewsbury. 
Mass. 

DORCHESTER  THEATRE,  Dorchester, 
Mass. 

CAPITOL  THEATRE,  Fall  River.  Mass. 

DURFEE  THEATRE,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

PARK  THEATRE,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

STRAND  THEATRE,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

MILLINOCKET  THEATRE,  Millinocket, 
Maine. 

GRANITE  SQUARE  THEATRE,  Man- 
chester, N.  H. 

ALLEN  THEATRE,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

STRAND  THEATRE,  Quincy,  Mass. 

ORLEANS  THEATRE,  Orleans,  Mass. 

SHEA'S  THEATRE,  Eastport,  Me. 

WILLOW  THEATRE,  Willimansett, 

Mass. 

MODERN  THEATRE,  Brockton,  Mass. 
EMPIRE  THEATRE,  Whitman,  Mass. 

ROOSEVELT  THEATRE,  Valley  Falls, 

R.  I. 

TOWN  HALL  THEATRE,  Rockport,  Mass. 

BROOKLINE  THEATRE,  Brookline, 

Mass. 

ST.  CROIX  HALL,  Calais,  Me. 

"C  A P I T O L I Z E" 


MOTIOGRAPH 

is  proud  of  its  record  in  New  England 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  4,  1939 


107 


^^ARNER’S  reopened  the  1,445-seat 
Capitol  Theatre,  New  Britain,  on  trial 
weekend  operation,  with  admission  25  and 
35  cents.  Tire  house  was  closed  last  April 
after  a few  montlrs’  operation.  Prior  to 
that  it  had  been  dark  several  years.  Joe 
Borenstein,  who  manages  the  Embassy, 
will  keep  an  eye  on  the  Capitol  as  well 

Jack  Davis,  Boston  Republic  salesman, 
is  subbing  for  George  Rabinowitz,  local 
manager,  who  is  honeymooning  in  Mexico 
after  an  elaborate  wedding  party  ivhich 
is  the  talk  of  these  parts. 

Tire  district  is  still  sending  plenty  of 
representatives  to  Miami — Dr.  J.  B.  Fish- 
man and  family  have  motored  down  . . . 
The  Thomas  Donaldsons  will  be  on  their 
way  by  train  next  week  . . . The  Morris 
Josephs  leave  about  the  same  time  by  boat 
. . . Tire  Harry  F.  Shaws  have  had  their 
March  1 cruise  postponed  to  March  15 
by  press  of  business.  Tlrey  will  be  forced 
to  have  a second-best  15th  wedding  an- 
niversary in  New  York,  but  leave  on  their 
planned  cruise  via  S.  S.  Nerissa  on  the 
later  date  . . . Just  to  be  different,  the 
Jack  Byrnes,  now  in  Boston,  are  reported 
to  be  planning  a trip  north  to  ski-country. 

Orson  Welles,  of  theatre  and  radio  fame, 
told  a Springfield  audience  last  week  that 
silent  pictures  were  better  than  the  talkies, 
and  films,  even  as  they  are,  are  superior 
to  Broadway  plays.  He  predicted  that  the 
theatre  of  tomorrow  would  be  sponsored 
by  talcum  potvders  and  tooth  paste,  and 
likened  the  whole  theatrical  structure  to 
a salmon  fighting  its  way  upstream  against 
whirlpools  and  rapids,  just  to  find  a nice 
quiet  pool  to  “lay  an  egg.” 

Harry  Shaw  and  Lou  Brown  view  with 
pride  their  “Jesse  James”  campaign  for 
the  circuit,  with  over  50  exploitation  ideas 
outlined  . . . Visitors:  Edward  Schnitzer, 
Warner  district  manager;  Gus  Schaefer 
in  from  New  York  . . . Edward  McEvoy, 
Captain  Walter  Branson  and  Harry  Git- 
tleson  in  to  officially  open  the  RKO 
George  Schaefer  Drive  at  the  local  ex- 
change . . . Nat  Furst  and  Steve  Broidy 
down  from  Boston. 

“First  Offender,”  Columbia  picture  based 
071  New  Haven’s  own  Sheriff  Slavin’s  radio 
series  by  the  same  name,  is  -now  in  pro- 
duetion  with  Walter  Abel,  Iris  Meredith, 
Beverly  Roberts  and  Johnnie  Downs  in 
the  cast,  and  the  Poli  is  working  for  a 
world  premiere  of  the  picture  here  in 
April. 

Colonial,  Canaan,  has  signed  with  N.  C. 
Wrisley  for  the  new  Bak-N-Serve  china 
. . . B.  E.  Hoffman,  Warner  executive. 


is  acting  chairman  of  the  newly-organized 
Jewish  Welfare  Fund  of  New  Haven  . . . 
“Moonlight  Sonata”  going  O.  K.  on  War- 
ner circuit,  with  15  bookings  already 
made  . . . “Grand  Illusion”  booked  in 
at  the  Majestic,  Bridgeport. 

When  the  boys  at  the  Cheshire  Re- 
formatory misbehave,  the  one  sure-fire 
punishment  has  been  found  to  be  depri- 
vation of  the  thing  they  like  best — mov- 
ing pictures.  Jayiuary  was  movie-less 
month  . . . Edward  Fitzpatrick,  manager 
of  the  Poli,  Waterbury,  reports  a second 
overflow  performance  with  the  addition 
of  a Jitterbug  Contest  to  his  usual 
Wednesday  vaudeville. 

The  claims  of  Mrs.  Rosa  L.  Poli  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  theatre  magnate, 
Sylvester  Z.  Poli,  have  been  allowed  by 
the  especially  appointed  commissioners  to 
the  extent  of  $98,873,  out  of  $203,340. 
Robert  Russell  settled  his  $17,500  superior 
court  claim  for  services  against  the  es- 
tate for  $1,200. 

Sal  Demano,  Bijou  assistant,  was  called 
to  the  bedside  of  his  mother,  who  is  seri- 
ously ill  in  Glens  Falls  . . . I.  J.  Hoffman 
ivas  among  the  many  industry  notables 
who  attended  the  premiere  of  “Gunga 
Din”  at  the  Sheridan  Theatre,  Miami 
Beaeh  . . . Bob  Russell  of  the  Poli,  New 
Haven,  secured  a preferred  “class”  mail- 
mg  list  for  1,500  special  mailing  pieces  on 
“Idiot's  Delight.” 

Local  downtowns  flashed  a trailer  on  the 
screen  in  advance  of  the  President’s  Ball 
at  the  Armory  ...  As  one  of  the  new 
lobby  ideas  in  Poli  houses,  the  second  fea- 
ture is  being  built  up  in  larger  space. 

Avery  Memorial,  Hartford,  and  Museum 
of  Modern  Art  are  putting  on  a series  of 
six  programs,  beginning  February  14,  which 
will  show  old  and  new  pictures  with  a 
vnew  to  comparison  and  appreciation. 
Garbo's  “Camille”  loill  be  shown  on  the 
same  program  with  Sarah  Bernhardt’s 
1912  version;  William  S.  Hart  will  be  con- 
trasted with  Gene  Autry;  “Way  Down 
East,”  parts  of  which  were  filmed  in 
Farmington,  will  be  shown  in  toto,  as  will 
“Ditolerance”  aiid  other  gems.  No  single 
admissions  will  be  sold — only  subscriptions 
to  the  series.  Julian  Tuthill  of  the  Times 
will  organize  and  address  a Moviescope 
Club  in  this  connection. 

Ice  Pollies,  will  come  to  the  Arena  this 
week,  with  admissions  ranging  from  85 
cents  to  $2.20  . . . The  Olympia,  Wor- 
cester, has  a new  version  of  the  money 
game,  “Wahoo,”  with  a bank  of  $184  ad- 
vertised last  week. 


Current  List  of  Films 
Passes  Without  Cuts 

Boston  — Massachusetts  film  censors 
found  nothing  offensive  in  any  of  the  41 
motion  pictures  contained  in  the  latest 
weekly  surveyance  list  passed  upon  by  the 
department  of  public  safety.  Included  in 
the  list  were  M-G-M’s  “Idiot’s  Delight,” 
20th-Fox’s  “Jesse  James,”  Warner’s 
“Wings  of  the  Navy,”  and  RKO’s  “Boy 
Slaves.” 

Among  the  importations  in  the  okayed 
group  were  Warsaw  Film  Co.’s  “Neigh- 
bors,” New  China  Film’s  “Precious  Fan 
of  Geranium,”  and  Polish  Film  Producers 
Co.’s  “The  Heather.” 

Ten  vaudeville  acts  out  of  30  were  cut 
for  “dancing,”  “objectionable  and  sug- 
gestive actions,”  and  “woman’s  scant  and 
nude  attire  and  bare  legs.”  Nine  of  the 
remaining  acts  were  refused  Sunday  li- 
censes. 


Second  Bill  to  Regulate 
Billboards  Proposed 

Concord,  N.  H. — The  second  measure 
calling  for  regulation  of  billboards,  signs, 
etc.,  on  New  Hampshire’s  highways,  has 
been  introduced  in  the  legislature.  The 
latest  proposal  is  sponsored  by  Rep.  How- 
ard E.  Smith  of  Seabrook  and  was  re- 
ferred to  the  judiciary  committee. 

This  plan  would  not  impose  so  many 
restrictions  as  the  other  bill  now  being 
studied,  but  would  require  licensing  of 
billboards  at  the  rate  of  not  more  than 
$50  a year.  Further  rules  consistent  with 
the  main  object  of  the  measure  could  be 
adopted  by  cities  and  towns  after  public 
hearing.  A fine  of  not  more  than  $500, 
or  a 30-day  jail  term,  is  suggested  as  the 
penalty  for  violations. 


Flames  Destroy  Magnet 
In  Claremont  N,  H. 

Claremont,  N.  H. — Flames  originating  in 
an  adjacent  restaurant  destroyed  the  Mag- 
net Theatre  here,  inflicting  a damage  loss 
to  properties  here  estimated  at  $35,000. 

Manager  Francis  X.  Callahan  and  two 
members  of  the  theatre  personnel,  were 
forced  to  make  a hurried  exit  from  the 
Magnet  to  avoid  being  caught  by  the  fire, 
so  rapidly  did  it  spread. 

The  Magnet  is  one  of  a chain  of  New 
England  theatres  operated  by  Fred  Sharby 
of  Keene. 


Boston  Cinema  Club  Will 
Hold  Dance  March  19 

Boston — William  Cuddy,  Boston  Cinema 
Club  vice-president,  states  that  the  forth- 
coming film  district  dinner-dance  of  the 
Bookers’  organization  will  be  held  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove  on  March  19. 

Harry  Martin,  Cinema  Club  president, 
has  appointed  a general  committee  for 
the  affair,  including  Cuddy,  Cyril  Mc- 
Gerigle,  Jerry  Govan,  Abe  Barry,  Dave 
Grover,  Tom  Fermoyle,  Sam  Berg  and 
Charles  Repec. 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

BURCH  POPCORN  MACHINES  ARE 
MADE  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THEATRES 

J.  J.  CONROY 

104  Elson  Road — P.  O.  Box  54 
WALTHAM,  MASS. 


Now  Representing- 

Samuel  Horenstein 
Massachusetts  - R.  I. 


Hales 

Representative 

NEW  ENGLAND 
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Connecticut  Measure  to  Limit 
''Unlimited  Power”  ofAscap 


KARL  BRENKERT,  the  equipment  con- 
cern executive,  was  in  conference  here 
with  Ken  Douglass  of  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  a few  days  ago. 

Henry  Tobin,  manager  for  the  E.  M. 
Loew  circuit  in  Olneyville,  R.  I.,  has  been 
ill  ..  . Joseph  Schmuck,  Trailer-Made 
sales  representative,  has  been  incapaci- 
tated with  an  ulcerated  tooth. 

Gina  Borgner,  employe  and  sister-in- 
law  of  E.  M.  Loew,  is  to  be  married  with- 
in the  next  three  weeks,  . . . Jimmie 
O’Brien,  formerly  local  salesman  for  In- 
ternational Seat,  is  now  sales  head  for 
Heywood-Wakefield  in  the  Philadelphia 
territory. 

Fred  Greenway  and  George  Jones,  re- 
spective managers  of  Loew’s  State  and 
Loew’s  Orpheum,  netted  their  theatre  pub- 
licity on  the  current  "Sweethearts”  by 
inviting  all  couples  that  had  celebrated 
a Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  to  attend 
the  show  Monday  as  their  guest. 

Rober  Anzalone,  formerly  connected  with 
Loew’s  State  and  the  Fine  Arts,  is  now 
operating  a 24-hour  sound  service  with 
offices  at  209  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Claire  Luce  and  Guy  Robertson  are  in 
town  in  "Of  Mice  and  Men”  at  the  Ply- 
mouth . . . Francine  Larrimore  and  Don 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Hartford — Described  as  the  “first  con- 
stitutional bill  ever  offered  to  restrict  the 
present  unlimited  power  of  Ascap,’’  Senate 
Bill  830,  introduced  by  Senator  Roy  En- 
quist  at  the  request  of  Irving  C.  Jacocks 
jr.,  president  of  Connecticut  MPTO,  at- 
tempts to  exercise  the  state  regulatory 
power  to  require  Ascap  and  members  of 
Ascap  to  register  at  the  state  capitol 
every  song  for  which  license  for  public 
performance  is  issued.  Unlike  Ascap  bills 
introduced  in  Florida  and  Washington, 
Jacocks  believes  the  Connecticut  bill  to 
fall  entirely  within  Constitutional  rights. 

The  act  declares  it  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  sell  or  license  the  performing 
rights  to  any  musical  composition  which 
has  been  copyrighted  unless  he  shall  first 
have  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state  the 
name  and  title  of  song,  date  of  copyright, 
number,  name  of  author  and  publisher, 
of  present  owner  and  owner  of  perform- 
ing rights,  together  with  affidavit  de- 
scribing performance  rights  to  be  sold, 
authority  of  affiant  to  sell,  etc.;  the  lists 
so  filed  shall  be  available  for  public  in- 
spection or  published  periodically:  it  shall 
be  unlawful  for  two  or  more  owners  of 
copyrights  to  combine  for  profit  of  their 


songs  on  a blanket  royalty  or  fee  unless 
each  member  of  the  association  shall  make 
available  to  each  user  of  such  composi- 
tions within  the  state,  the  right  to  per- 
form publicly  for  profit  each  such  song  at 
a price  established  for  each  separate  per- 
formance of  each  such  song;  to  this  end 
a schedule  of  prices  for  each  separate 
performance  for  profit,  with  affidavit  of 
owner  that  price  so  stated  has  been  de- 
termined by  such  owner  acting  for  himself 
and  not  in  concert  with  owner  or  owners 
of  other  copyrights;  schedule  shall  be 
broken  down  into  classifications  of  users, 
and  with  equal  treatment  within  the  classi- 
fications: any  person  issuing  a blanket 
license  for  performance  rights  shall  file 
with  the  secretary  of  state  sworn  copy  of 
each  such  license  issued. 

Tlie  act  also  imposes  a three  per  cent 
gross  tax  for  the  selling,  licensing  or 
otherwise  disposing  of  performing  rights 
in  such  compositions,  within  the  state. 

This  is  one  of  several  bills  which  will 
interest  theatre  people  this  session  of  the 
legislature.  Two  bills  legalizing  Bingo  for 
charitable  purposes  have  been  proposed,  a 
carnival  bill,  the  perennial  two-men-in-a- 
booth,  and  legalized  horse-racing. 
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Daylight  Saving  Law 
Repeal  Shunted 

Boston — A bill  filed  in  the  Massachu- 
setts legislature  for  repeal  of  the  day- 
light saving  law  was  accorded  scant 
attention  here.  The  petitioner.  Repre- 
sentative Abraham  I.  Zimon  of  Boston, 
was  the  only  attendant  at  a public 
hearing  on  the  measure  before  the 
legal  affairs  committee.  The  bill  was 
subsequently  referred  to  the  next  bi- 
ennial session  by  the  house. 


THE  subject  of  parking  meters  for  Port- 
■*'land  again  is  being  discussed  by  City 
Manager  James  E.  Barlow  and  members 
of  the  City  Council  sub-committee  on 
parking  meters.  And  it  is  expected  that 
a trial  of  parking  meters  in  Portland  and 
a public  hearing  on  their  installation  gen- 
erally will  be  recommended  to  the  city 
council  when  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
retail  committee  meets  within  the  next 
few  days.  Barlow,  personally,  seems  to  be 
in  favor  of  their  installation,  since  he 
pointed  out  to  members  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee Tuesday  that  wherever  the  meters 
have  been  adopted  they  have  won  wide- 
spread favor.  Local  exhibitors  are  weigh- 
ing the  pros  and  cons  of  such  a move, 
wondering  just  what  effect,  if  any,  it  will 
have  upon  their  business. 

The  Maine  Theatre  has  succeeded  in 
securing  a tieup  with  Radio  Station  WGAN 
whereby  the  station  is  to  conduct  a six- 
day-a-week  street  broadcast  in  front  of 
its  entrance.  The  lb-minute  broadcasts 
begin  daily  at  5:30,  except  Sundays.  Street 
broadcasts  have  been  successfully  conduct- 
ed by  the  State  Theatre  and  Radio  Sta- 
tion WCSH  for  many  months.  John  Div- 
ney  manages  the  house. 

Filmrow  visitors  were  limited  this  week 
to  John  Feloney,  20th-Fox  salesman,  Bos- 
ton; Carl  Divizia,  RKO  salesman,  Boston, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Gooch  of  Bath. 
Gooch  manages  the  new  Uptown  Theatre 
there. 

Sam  Richman,  a student-manager  at 
the  State  Theatre  for  the  past  four  months, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Boston  office 
of  M&P. 


Becomes  Truant  Ofiicer 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — Manager  Matt  Saun- 
ders of  the  Loew-Poli  enacted  the  role  of 
truant  officer  during  the  run  of  “Jesse 
James.”  While  the  film  played  he  was 
kept  busy  early  afternoons  shooing  kiddies 
away  from  the  boxoffice  and  sending  them 
back  to  school. 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  in  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Terry  are  currently  appearing  at  the  Wil- 
bur in  “What  Every  Woman  Wants.” 

Perley  Lovell  of  the  managerial  staff  of 
the  Magnet  in  Claremont,  N.  H..  suffered 
minor  injuries  in  a $40,000  fire  that  blazed 
through  the  two-story  business  block  last 
week.  Firemen  checked  the  conflagration 
after  a three-hour  fight. 

Joseph  Ruttenberg,  M-G-M  cameraman, 
has  been  visiting  his  brother  Meyer  Rut- 
tenberg here  . . . Leon  Bamberger,  RKO 
executive,  is  scheduled  to  speak  before  the 
Boston  Advertising  Club. 

Edward  Seufert,  booker  for  the  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.,  has  made  it  three  in  a row 
with  another  baby  boy  . . . Richard  Dyer, 
formerly  associated  with  Paul  Ketchum 
in  the  Standard  Theatres  circuit  in  Okla- 
homa, is  the  father  of  a youngster  by 
the  name  of  Thomas.  Ketchum  is  now 
manager  of  the  Tower  in  Lowell. 

Douglas  Corrigan  was  in  toivn  last  week 
and  not  averse  to  autographing  copies  of 
his  autobiography  in  a downtown  depart- 
ment store.  Jack  Granara,  RKO  publicity 
head,  neither  affirms  or  denies  that  he  in- 
stigated Corrigan’s  flying  from  Boston, 
bound  for  one  airport  and  coming  down 
in  another. 

G.  A.  Savoie,  manager  of  the  Richmond 
in  North  Adams,  and  Florence  McDonald 
are  to  marry. 

Ron  Sweeney,  Honey  Macdonald,  Fred 
Craft,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Macdonald, 
Pete  Langille  and  Sandy  Macdonald  are  in 
Boston  for  the  Sportsman’s  Show,  Roy  E. 
Heffner  and  Roy  Heffner  jr.  are  among 
the  local  film  men  who  went  deer  and  bear 
hunting  last  fall  at  Sandy’s  Diamond 
Guides  Camp  outside  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick. 

Gina  Borgner,  sister-in-law  of  E.  M. 
Loew,  and  Joseph  Cohen,  at  present  en- 
gaged in  the  dry  goods  business  in  Hyde 
Park,  are  to  be  married  February  22. 
Miss  Borgner,  at  present  employed  in  the 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit  headquarters,  is  to  be 
accorded  a shower  on  Febniary  8. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  publicist  who 
soon  deserts  bachelor  hibernation,  was 
feted  last  week  by  close  friends  in  the 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  at  the  home  of  Harry 
Browning,  circuit  advertising  head. 


Tully  Points  Out 
A Value 

Boston — "The  motion  picture  is  the 
only  escape  from  bleak  reality  in  ma- 
terialistic America  today,"  Jim  Tully, 
writer,  told  an  audience  here. 

He  named  Bette  Davis  and  Spencer 
Tracy  as  the  most  capable  screen  stars 
in  Hollywood,  and  said  the  selection 
of  Vivien  Leigh  as  "Scarlett  O'Hara" 
was  "good  showmanship." 


A Trip  to  Make 
A Prophet 

Boston — Thad  C.  Barrows,  recently 
re-elected  president  of  the  Moving  Pic- 
ture Operators  Union,  Local  182,  is  on 
board  the  S.  S.  Monarch  Bermuda.  Bar- 
rows,  a member  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences,  said 
that  the  idea  for  the  Bermudian  jaunt 
had  been  inspired  by  a recent  BOX- 
OFFICE  item  that  said  he  would  go 
there.  Travel  agencies  please  note. 


fHE  LOEW-POLI  did  the  biggest  busi- 
ness of  the  new  year  with  “Jesse 
James.” 


Molly  Rosenthal  failed  to  return  from 
Miami  Beach  with  her  husband,  Morris,  as 
scheduled.  At  the  last  moment  she  de- 
cided on  two  extra  weeks  of  sunshine.  So 
the  Majestic  manager  is  keeping  bachelor 
apartment  for  the  time  being. 

The  State  Theatre,  Torrington,  is  now 
using  amateurs  on  Saturday  nights. 

The  Times-Star  and  Loew-Poli  have  a 
tieup  with  the  newspaper  handing  out  the- 
atre passes  to  the  purchasers  of  classified 
advertisements. 

The  Capitol,  Waterbury,  has  started  a 
Royal  etched  gold  dinner  service  deal. 

The  Palace,  New  Britain,  has  installed 
700  air-cushioned  seats  in  the  balcony. 

Revivals  are  being  played  once  a week 
at  the  Capitol  Theatre. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Feb.  2,  1929) 
gAMUEL  KURSON,  president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Graphic  circuit, 
announces  the  purchase  of  the  Colonial  in 
Belfast,  Me.,  from  the  Publix  Theatre 
Corp.  No  personnel  changes  follow  the 
ownership  shift,  with  Harold  Adams  con- 
tinuing as  manager  . . . The  Metropolitan 
Booking  Offices  in  Boston,  expanding  its 
scope  of  operation,  hereafter  will  service 
New  York  accounts  as  well  as  those  in  the 
New  England  territory. 

The  Colonial  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  recently 
damaged  by  fire,  has  been  repaired  and 
reopened  ...  Eli  Cohen  has  been  ap- 
pointed assistant  manager  and  treasurer 
of  the  Fox-Poli  in  Springfield,  Mass.  . . . 
When  he  returns  from  a vacation  in  the 
south,  Joel  A.  Emery  will  install  sound  in 
his  Star,  Bar  Harbor,  Me. 

The  Dream  in  Winthrop,  Mass.,  is  worth 
$3,000  less  following  a fire  starting  back- 
stage  from  an  overheated  stove  . . . Re- 
modeling work  on  the  Priscilla  in  Lewis- 
ton, Me.,  is  progressing  . . . Carl  Crawford 
has  resigned  as  manager  of  the  Red  Seal 
exchange  in  Boston  and  joined  Vitaphone 
in  the  same  city  . . . The  Strand  in  Taun- 
ton, Mass.,  has  installed  Photophone  soimd. 
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^HAT  ’S  behind  a bill  introduced  in  the 
state  senate  January  27  and  referred 
to  the  judiciary  committee  for  study  seems 
an  enigma.  Measure  would  permit  legiti- 
mate stage  shows,  with  approval  of  local 
licensing  bodies,  in  this  city,  Woonsocket, 
Pawtucket,  Central  Falls,  Cranston  and 
Newport.  Sponsor  of  the  measure  is  Sena- 
tor Henry  R.  DiMascolo.  At  present  Rhode 
Island  has  no  legitimate  stage  offerings, 
though  in  recent  years  summer  stocks 
have  operated  here  as  well  as  at  Newport 
and  Matunuck.  At  present  Sunday  films 
and  vaudeville  are  permitted  in  the  state. 
The  new  bill  seems  to  cover  all  cities  and 
towns  with  exception  of  Westerly  and 
Matunuck  (in  town  of  South  Kingstown) 
and  these  may  be  included  in  amend- 
ments before  the  measm’e  is  acted  upon. 
One  theory  is  that  Italian  organizations 
inspired  the  bill’s  introduction,  to  make 
possible  benefit  Sunday  performances. 

Shea’s  Paramount,  Newport,  which  has 
been  trying  out  “legit”  shows,  through  one 
night  a week  presentations  by  a group 
calling  themselves  the  American  Youth 
Theatre  Ass’n  of  New  York,  has  found  the 
experiment  unsatisfactory.  First  tried 
alone,  after  a couple  of  weeks  a single  film 
feature  was  added  to  augment  the  bill. 
Even  that  failed  to  draw  sufficiently  and 
last  Friday  the  group  called  it  quits  so  far 
as  Newport  is  concerned. 

Shea’s  Paramount,  which  dropped  ad- 
mission scale  to  10-15  and  20  cents  re- 
cently, last  week  put  a new  policy  into 
effect.  Except  Sundays,  when  the  house 
will  operate  continuously  from  2 o’clock 
to  10:30,  the  theatre  will  play  but  two 
performances  daily — matinee  at  2 and 
evening  show  at  7:30. 

E.  M.  Loew’s  Colonial,  Newport,  has  also 
gone  to  a 2Q-cent  top  admission.  House 
passed  American  Legion  men  presenting 
membership  cards  in  to  see  “Sons  of  the 
Legion”  Sunday. 

East  Greenwich  Lion’s  Club  took  over 
the  Greenwich  Theatre  in  that  town  Jan- 
uary 25  for  a benefit  film-vaude  show 
which  drew  a capacity  show. 

Archibald  Silverman,  president  of  Na- 
tional Realty  Co.,  owner  of  the  Strand 
Theatre  Bldg.,  was  named  a co-chairman 
for  the  New  England  region  of  the  Ameri- 
can-Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Commit- 
tee, to  assist  in  aiding  distressed  Jews  over- 
seas. 

Manager  McDonald  of  RKO-Albee 
missed  the  blizzard  which  hit  Providence 
Monday,  disrupting  theatre  grosses.  Rea- 
son: Business  trip  to  New  York. 

RKO-Albee  after  a revival  week  is  tak- 
ing a whirl  at  foreign  films. 


Sixth  "Hardy"  Film 

Hollywood — “The  Hardys  Ride  High,’’ 
sixth  in  Metro’s  Hardy  Family  series,  has 
gone  into  production.  The  cast  is  headed 
by  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Fay  Hol- 
den, Cecilia  Parker,  Ann  Rutherford  and 
Sara  Haden.  George  B.  Seitz  is  directing 
again. 


Cause  Aplenty  for  Celebration 


Ben  Simon,  manager  of  Twen- 
tieth-Century Fox  exchange  in 
New  Haven,  as  he  looked  20 
years  ago  (left)  and  as  he 
looks  on  the  occasion  of  the 
20th  anniversary  testimonial 
dinner  the  New  Haven  film  dis- 
trict is  tendering  him  February 
7 (right). 


New  Haven  — The  entire  Connecticut 
film  district  has  been  “summoned’’  to  at- 
tend the  testimonial  dinner  in  honor  of 
Ben  Simon,  20th-Pox  manager’s  20th  an- 
niversary on  Meadow  Street,  set  for  Race- 
brook  Counti’y  Club  on  February  7. 

According  to  the  invitation,  “The  boys 
on  Filmrow  will  present  a super  colossal, 
stupendous,  titanic  production  starring 
Ben  Simon  in  ‘My  20  Years  on  Meadow 
St.’,  based  on  a true  success  story.”  The 
event  is  under  the  personal  direction  of 
Barney  Pitkin,  assisted  by  John  Pavone, 
Tom  Donaldson,  Lou  Wechsler,  Edward 
Ruff,  Tim  O’Toole,  Morris  Joseph,  Ai'thur 
Lockwood,  Ted  Jacocks,  Sam  Rosen,  Abe 
Fishman,  B.  E.  Hoffman.  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew-Poli  Division  Manager,  will  be 
toastmaster. 

Ben  Simon  came  to  New  Haven’s  FUm- 
row  20  years  ago,  armed  with  an  honor- 
able discharge  from  the  Army  and  varied 
previous  experience  as  stock  boy.  Western 
Union  messenger,  etc.  His  first  job  was 
with  Famous  Players  as  booker,  and  his 
lack  of  experience  embroiled  him  in  many 
humorous  as  weU  as  near-tragic  situations. 
Eighteen  months  later  he  was  promoted 
to  salesman.  After  a short  time  he  joined 
First  National  as  salesman,  working  un- 
der Martin  Keleher.  Subsequently  he 
opened  the  Educational  office  here;  later 
worked  under  Morris  Joseph  for  Univer- 
sal, then  as  Fox  salesman.  In  1929,  Simon 
was  promoted  to  the  managership  of  Fox, 
which  he  still  holds. 

Simon  regards  the  busy  New  Haven 
film  district  and  remembers  when:  Fam- 
ous Players,  Universal,  Vitagraph  and 
General  Films  Co.  were  the  only  com- 
panies on  the  gas-lamp-lit  Meadow  Street 
. . . When  the  Famous  Players  one-story 
brick  building,  with  projection  room  in 


the  cellar  was  the  most  luxurious  outfit  in 
the  district,  standing  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Kilfeather  Building  . . . When 
Sylvester  Poll  had  the  only  circuit  in  the 
state  . . . When  the  boys  had  no  auto- 
mobiles to  help  them  sell  pictures  in  the 
“sticks”  . . . When  the  only  present-day 
exhibitors  in  the  business  were  Harry 
Lavietes,  Peter  Perakos,  George  Wilkin- 
son, Mike  Tomasino,  and  John  Cannon 
. . . When  the  Jesters  cavorted  and  pa- 
raded. But  all  that  was  20  years  ago,  and 
what  has  happened  to  Ben  Simon,  the 
film  district  and  the  industry  as  a whole, 
is  cause  for  celebration,  he  agrees. 


Middletown  Enterprises 
Public  Sale  Ordered 

New  Haven — The  superior  court  of  Mid- 
dlesex county  has  ordered  the  sale  at  pub- 
lic auction  by  William  L.  Hadden,  receiver, 
of  the  property  and  franchises  of  the  Mid- 
dleton Enterprises,  Inc.,  operators  of  the 
Capitol,  Palace  and  Middlesex  theatres. 

The  sale  is  ordered  for  April  11  at  Mid- 
dletown. 


Historical  Shorts  Series 

Hollywood — Historical  events  in  Amer- 
ica are  the  bases  of  a new  series  of  shorts 
to  be  produced  by  Metro.  First  in  the 
series  is  the  story  of  the  Mayflower  Pact, 
which  guaranteed  civil  and  religious  free- 
dom. 


Vehicle  for  Tracy 

Hollywood — Metro  has  purchased  “The 
Plying  Priest,”  an  original  by  Geza  Herc- 
zeg,  as  a starring  vehicle  for  Spencer  Tracy. 
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Writers'  Guild  Row 
Will  Get  Airing 


Washington — Union  troubles  of  the 
screen  writers  in  ten  Hollywood  studios 
will  be  aired  before  an  examiner  of  the 
national  labor  relations  board  at  a hear- 
ing to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles  February  13, 
called  by  the  NRLB  simultaneously  with 
the  issuance  of  a complaint  charging  vio- 
lation of  the  national  labor  relations  act. 

The  latest  move  by  the  board  in  the  long- 
drawn  controversy  over  the  writers’  collec- 
tive bargaining  agency  is  based  on  hear- 
ings held  last  summer  in  cases  involving 
M-G-M  and  the  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Ass’n,  which  resulted  in  the  board  certi- 
fying the  Screen  Writers  Guild  as  the 
agency  selected  by  a majority  of  persons 
employed  by  each  of  the  respondents  in 
that  case,  and  the  unsuccessful  demand 
in  September  by  the  Screen  Writers  Guild 
for  recognition  by  the  other  studios. 

The  NRLB,  in  its  complaint,  charges 
that  the  failure  of  Universal  Pictures, 
Hal  Roach  Studios,  Selznick  International, 
20th  Century-Fox,  Loew’s,  Warner,  RKO, 
Columbia,  Paramount  and  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn  to  recognize  the  guild  and  bargain 
with  it  constitutes  unfair  labor  practices 
and  interference  with  the  organizational 
rights  of  the  screen  writers,  in  violation 
of  the  Wagner  act. 

Tire  board  alleges  that  the  several  re- 
spondents have  been  engaged  in  a fight 
against  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  since 


Fundamentals  of 
Economics 

Boston — Phil  Fox,  Albany  manager  for 
Columbia  who  is  soon  to  marry  Ida 
Perlstein,  also  with  film  connections, 
had  a time  of  it  at  his  recent  stag  din- 
ner. 

Sam  Haase,  local  theatre  broker,  was 
bound  that  Fox  was  to  sing  "Ida.”  The 
former  local  Columbia  salesman  com- 
plied, only  to  have  A1  Swerdlove,  the 
premium  man,  insist  on  "Bei  Mir  Bist 
Du  'Schine'  ”...  in  honor  of  one  of 
Fox's  best  circuit  customers. 


July  5,  1935,  and  that  between  March  1, 
1936,  and  Feb.  10,  1937,  their  opposition 
was  particularly  bitter.  Each  of  the  com- 
panies is  charged  with  having  made  known 
to  its  screen  writer  employes  its  “disap- 
proval” of  the  Guild  and  with  taking 
other  steps  to  counteract  its  influence,  in 
some  instances  going  to  the  extent  of  so- 
liciting employes  to  resign  from  the  guild, 
making  speeches  and  distributing  propa- 
ganda calculated  to  interfere  with  the  in- 
ternal affairs  of  the  organization,  threat- 
ening to  discharge  or  “blacklist”  employes 
who  failed  to  resign  from  the  guild,  and 
threatening  to  close  down  studios  if  cer- 
tain actions  were  taken. 

Also,  it  was  alleged,  the  companies,  in 
their  campaign  against  the  guild,  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Screen  Playwrights 
on  Feb.  10,  1937,  despite  their  knowledge 
that  that  organization  did  not  represent 
a majority  of  persons  employed  as  screen 
writers  in  any  of  their  studios. 


Korda  Making  Two 
Films  on  Coast 

New  York — Alexander  Korda  will  make 
two  pictures  a year  in  Hollywood,  under 
a new  arrangement  with  UA,  and  Morris 
Helprin,  currently  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing representative  here,  will  act  as  asso- 
ciate producer,  Korda  told  Boxoffice  prior 
to  his  sailing  on  the  Champlain.  He  is 
scheduled  to  retuim  from  England  late 
June  or  early  July  to  start  his  first  under 
the  new  arrangement.  The  London  Film 
head  is  planning  to  bring  over  British 
players  for  the  pictures  he  will  produce 
on  the  coast,  he  said.  His  initial  film  is 
not  set,  as  yet. 

Sailing  on  the  same  French  liner  were 
Irving  Asher,  associate  producer  for  Lon- 
don Films;  Joseph  Friedman,  general  Euro- 
pean manager  for  Columbia;  Gracie  Fields, 
20th-Fox  star;  Monty  Banks,  director  of 
the  Fields  pictures;  Karl  Timberg  and 
Don  Etlinger,  writers  for  “Sally  Goes  to 
Town,”  which  is  one  of  the  two  pictures 
Miss  Fields  will  make  in  England  before 
returning  to  New  York  in  the  fall. 

Asher  said  he  will  produce  four  for  Co- 
lumbia in  England.  The  first  is  to  get 
under  way  April  1.  No  American  talent 
will  be  employed  in  the  British-made 
films,  he  added.  There  are  six  scripts 
which  Asher  and  Friedman  discussed  as 
possibilities  on  the  high  seas. 

Ad  Schulberg,  Hollywood  agent,  also  was 
a passenger. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Misseuri 
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Postpone  Deposition  Taking 
In  Miami  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Leases  Site  Near 
Housing  Project 

Miami — Construction  has  been  scheduled 
for  a new  $140,000  theatre  and  business 
block  at  the  major  intersection  of  the 
district  where  the  new  model  white  housing 
project  is  to  be  started  this  spring,  at 
62nd  St.  and  NW  Seventh  Ave. 

Rival  interests  have  been  preparing  plans 
for  the  site,  it  appears.  According  to  news 
releases  this  weekend,  however,  E.  N. 
Claughton  and  his  associates  have  secured 
a 99-year  lease  on  the  southwest  corner 
property.  Plans  for  a 900-seat  house  and 
adjacent  storerooms  have  been  completed 
by  their  architect,  Charles  Paul  Nieder. 

Construction  is  scheduled  to  start  May 
15.  The  building  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy November  15,  Claughton  announced. 

Besides  proximity  to  the  new  housing 
project,  this  comer  is  the  key  to  the  new 
“house-a-day,”  low  cost  home  development 
being  promoted  by  a local  company. 


Benitoa  Building  in  Miami 

Miami — Work  has  started  on  a new  Ne- 
gro theatre  on  N.W.  Third  Ave.  by  J. 
Perry  Benitoa.  This  theatre  building  also 
will  house  a hotel  and  will  have  space 
for  a storeroom.  William  A.  McCarth  is 
the  architect  and  David  Colebrook  the 
contractor. 


Southern  Sales  Meetings 
Held  by  Claire  Hilgers 

Dallas — Claire  E.  Hilgers,  former  Dal- 
las exchange  manager  and  now  special 
homeoffice  representative  for  Republic, 
after  a sales  meeting  here,  left  for  Okla- 
homa City  where  he  expected  to  remain 
about  ten  days.  Prior  to  that  he  held 
meetings  in  New  Orleans. 

Hilgers  said  his  trip  south  followed  a 
meeting  of  district  managers  in  New  York, 
conducted  by  Herbert  J.  Yates,  James  R. 
Grainger  and  Moe  Siegel,  production 
manager.  Hilgers  is  highly  regarded  in 
Texas  as  a film  man.  He  served  Fox  as 
branch  manager  many  years,  went  to 
France  for  RKO,  and  was  branch  man- 
ager for  Universal  in  Oklahoma  City  be- 
fore going  with  Republic. 

He  had  highest  praise  for  Boxoffice, 
with  his  chief  interest  lying  in  the  local 
news  sections. 


Griffith  and  NSS  Sign 
New  Yearly  Contract 

Dallas — It  is  announced  by  Horace 
Falls,  executive  of  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
that  the  circuit  had  made  a new  yearly 
contract  with  National  Screen  Service  for 
all  of  its  houses. 

Wallace  Walthall,  manager  of  the  local 
National  branch,  handled  the  deal. 


Fifth  in  Macon.  Ga. 

Macon,  Ga. — The  new  Bibb  Theatre, 
fifth  local  house,  has  opened,  with  Harry 
W.  Roberts  as  manager. 


Remodeling  Spurt 
Seen  in  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City — It  looks  like  a good 
year  for  the  equipment  firms  doing  busi- 
ness in  this  state  with  a great  amount  of 
repair  and  remodeling  work  set  to  be  done 
by  houses  of  every  size  in  every  locality 
of  the  state. 

Last  year  many  house  remodeling  and 
repair  jobs  that  should  have  been  done 
were  put  off  for  another  year  due  to  un- 
healthy grosses.  With  boxoffice  business 
expected  to  hold  its  own  this  year,  as 
compared  with  last  year,  and  almost  cer- 
tain of  an  increase,  these  jobs  for  the 
supply  and  repair  people  will  be  let,  it  is 
understood. 

The  situation  in  some  instances  is  such 
that  this  remodeling  must  be  done  if  the 
houses  are  to  continue  to  operate,  so  purses 
that  have  been  clasped  tightly  with  locks, 
will  find  the  keys  in  action. 

Spring  and  summer  will  see  a record 
business  in  air  conditioning  and  similar 
installations,  a survey  by  Boxoffice  re- 
veals. It  is  known  that  a number  of  the 
larger  metropolitan  houses  in  the  state 
are  set  for  air  conditioning  jobs  and  that 
plans  have  been  completed  in  most  in- 
stances. 

Front  remodeling  will  also  step  to  the 
front.  This  situation  is  particularly  true 
in  locations  where  one  house  has  been 
remodeled  and  a new  front  installed  with 
a subsequent  increase  in  business.  The 
other  houses  in  that  particular  location 
are  seeing  the  light  and  will  be  in  step 
before  the  year  has  closed. 


Bourgeois  Sales  Head 
For  Astor  Pictures 

New  York — Robert  M.  Savini,  president, 
has  appointed  O.  K.  Bourgeois  sales  mana- 
ger of  Astor  Pictures.  He  will  supervise 
sales  for  33  franchise  offices.  For  the 
past  seven  years.  Bourgeois  has  been  doing 
field  work  for  Astor.  W.  J.  Figuero,  for- 
mer sales  head,  is  now  vice-president  and 
comptroller. 

Astor  plans  to  annoimce  four  features 
and  as  many  shorts  March  1. 


Barney  Balaban  to  Miami 
On  Griffis'  "Northwind" 

Miami  — Barney  Balaban,  after  several 
days  in  Palm  Beach,  arrived  here  Wednes- 
day on  board  Stanton  Griffis’  yacht,  the 
Northwind. 


Max  Baer  to  GN 

Hollywood — ^Max  Baer,  ex-world  heavy- 
weight champion,  reports  February  17  at 
Grand  National  to  make  a series  of  six 
musical  westerns. 


Miami — While  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
anti-monopoly  suit  brought  in  the  names 
of  the  Cameo  and  Surf  theatres  will  be 
booked  for  an  open  court  trial  the  latter 
part  of  this  month,  taking  of  defendants’ 
depositions  has  been  postponed  until  time 
allowed  for  the  filing  of  answers  has  ex- 
pired. 

The  postponement  was  agreed  upon  at 
an  attorneys’  conference  held  in  the  of- 
fices of  Henry  K.  Gibson,  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs,  at  the  hour  previously  sched- 
uled for  the  taking  of  depositions  from 
S.  A.  Lynch,  president  of  Paramount  En- 
terprises, Inc.,  and  Mitchell  Wolfson  and 
Sidney  Meyer,  co-executives  of  Wometco 
Theatres,  Inc. 

As  papers  were  served  on  the  several  de- 
fendants, among  whom  are  the  “Big 
Eight,”  at  different  times,  the  20-day 
period  allowed  for  filing  of  answers  will 
expire  at  several  different  times.  First 
expiration  will  be  that  of  the  Wometco 
interests  whose  answer  will  be  due  Febru- 
ary 19. 

The  Miami  Drive-In  Theatre  becomes  a 
co-plaintiff  in  this  anti-monopoly  suit, 
following  the  recent  brief  visit  here  last 
week  of  E.  M.  Loew,  who  holds  the  major 
interest  in  the  big  outdoor  house,  operated 
under  the  direction  of  his  brother,  Ira 
Loew.  Gibson  has  also  been  retained  as 
attorney  for  the  drive-in. 

Two  other  independent  operators  may 
enter  the  case  in  the  near  future,  it  is  be- 
lieved. 

This  suit  asks  $432,000  damages  for 
losses  incurred  by  the  Cameo  and  Surf 
theatres  as  a result  of  the  alleged  monopo- 
listic practices  of  the  defendants.  This 
amount  is  subject  to  addition  up  to  such 
time  as  settlement  is  made,  the  complaint 
specifies. 

Move  for  an  Oklahoma 
Variety  Tent  Grows 

Oklahoma  City — It  is  learned  that  plans 
will  be  started  immediately  to  formulate 
a Variety  Club  for  this  territory. 

A local  tent  has  long  been  considered,, 
but  up  to  now  little  has  been  done.  How- 
ever, there  has  been  so  much  outspoken 
demand  for  such  an  organization  from 
every  amusement  field  that  theatre  leaders 
here  have  decided  to  meet  and  discuss 
plans. 

A preliminary  survey  discloses  there  will 
be  little  difficulty  in  securing  50  highly 
acceptable  members  from  the  Oklahoma 
City  field  alone. 


Eguipment  Booklet 

Enid,  Okla. — A new  booklet  and  cata- 
logue covering  equipment  and  supplies  has 
been  published  by  Wesley  Trout,  local 
equipment  dealer.  Included  are  instruc- 
tions on  repairing  intermittent  movements, 
setting  sound  lenses,  data  on  new  standard 
screen  sizes,  formulas  for  manufacture  of 
film  cement  and  information  on  sound 
sprockets. 
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J^ORRIS  LOEWENSTEIN  is  very  happy 
about  his  recent  birthday  gifts  of  a 
16mm  camera  and  projector  . . . T.  B. 
Noble  jr.  dashed  out  of  his  office  to  buy 
Danny  Mummert  an  electric  toy  train  set 
for  the  youngster  to  play  with  between 
his  stage  appearances.  After  setting  up 
the  layout,  Noble  appointed  himself  chief 
engineer  and  began  operations  . . . Which 
reminds  us  that  Fred  Schofield  has  been 
elected  secretary  of  the  new  Oklahoma 
City  Model  Railroad  Club. 

George  Lahan  of  Wichita  in  town  . . . 
A.  B.  Momand  up  from  Shawnee  to  dis- 
cuss this  and  that  about  his  suits  note 
pending  in  federal  district  court  . . . Bob 
Pfotenhauer  insists  he  spends  his  night 
off  at  home;  his  friends  swear  he  spends 
it  at  the  Joy  Theatre  . . . Pete  Crown  an- 
other visitor  to  our  little  community  last 
week  . . . The  boys  are  busy  at  Norman 
installing  a new  cooling  system  in  the 
Sooner,  Griffith  house  . . . John  Shafer, 
WKY  radio  announcer,  looking  like  a 
mountain  beside  tiny  Danny  Mummert  on 
the  State  stage. 

Slim  Clark,  20th-Fox  exchange  office 
manager,  added  to  the  resigned  list  . . . 
Louise  Murfin,  State  cashier,  in  St.  An- 
thony’s Hospital  for  a four-day  rest  . . . 
Pat  Patchin  informing  us  two  men  have 
fainted  at  “Birth  of  a Baby”  showing  at 
the  Midwest  where  he  is  manager  . . . 
J.  C.  Hunter,  Talbot  manager  at  Tulsa, 
sends  the  word  down  that  “Jesse  James” 
is  breaking  all  records  there  and  on  the 
boards  for  a second  week.  Same  picture 
grossed  close  to  $11,000  here,  beating  the 
record  of  $10,000  for  “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band,” 

Our  personal  awards  section:  To  Co- 
lumbia for  “Blondie,”  which  brought  our 
favorite  comic-strip  accurately  to  the 
screen;  to  Dinty  Moore  for  the  plan  he’s 
cooking  up  now  of  which  more  later  when 
we  have  authority  to  speak;  to  20th-Fox 
for  a rousing  good  picture  in  “Jesse 
James;”  to  whoever-should-get-it  at  Stan- 
dard for  bringing  back  “Cimarron”  to  give 
us  another  look  at  one  of  the  grandest 
pictures  ever  made;  to  J.  Eldon  Peak 
of  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  for  know- 
ing how  to  take  advantage  of  business 
opportunity  and  building  OTS  sales  up 
and  up  month  after  month. 

Gordon  Avil,  production  manager  for 
Jam  Handy,  Detroit,  told  a recent  meet- 
ing of  the  Tulsa  Advertising  Federation 
about  Industrial  Motion  Pictures  . . . Ho- 
bart Bosworth  and  James  Moore,  in  Okla- 
homa City  on  the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
series,  picked  Ben  Morris,  WKY  radio  an- 
nouncer, and  Mary  Jane  Barnes  as  win- 
ners. Bosworth  and  Moore  were  both 
guests  of  the  Oklahoma  chamber  of  com- 
merce and  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  . . . Set  for 
local  appearances  are  Gloria  and  Barbara 
Brewster,  Alice  Armand,  Iva  Stewart, 
Teddy  Kenyon  and  Betty  Gillies  on  a 
little  publicity  for  20th-Fox’s  “Tail  Spin,” 

The  Tulsa  city  commission  has  author- 
ized the  legal  department  to  prepare  an 
ordinance  banning  carnivals  from  the  city 
lohich  will  be  a victory  for  Mayor  T.  A. 
Penny  who  has  fought  carnivals  for  sev- 
eral years;  and  who  else  shares  in  the 
victory? 


He'd  Give  Away 
His  Theatre 

Madisonville,  Tex. — R.  B.  Weatherall 
jr.,  owner  of  the  Plaza  Theatre,  has 
gone  the  “Greatest  Year"  campaign 
one  better.  In  addition  to  the  Movie 
Quiz  $50,000  prize,  the  winner  also  will 
be  given  title  to  the  Plaza  Theatre  if 
present  there  on  the  night  of  Febru- 
ary 20. 

Weatherall  has  put  the  deed  to  his 
show,  valued  at  $25,000,  in  escrow  in  a 
local  bank  awaiting  the  eventful  night. 

Believes  Television 
Few  Months  Awaij 

Dallas — In  town  this  week  to  address 
leading  luncheon  clubs,  Albert  G,  Burns, 
Alameda,  Cal.,  president  of  the  National 
Investors  Congress,  and  an  inventor  him- 
self of  many  household  gadgets,  said  “tele- 
vision is  only  a few  months  away.” 

Interests  which  might  be  hurt  financially 
by  the  broadcasting  of  pictures  have  been 
responsible  for  retarding  television  rather 
than  any  lack  of  inventive  genius,  he  said. 
Now  the  nation  is  demanding  it  and  is  go- 
ing to  have  it,  he  added. 

Burns  also  thought  that  Congressman 
Hatton  W.  Sumners’  bill  to  remove  patent 
protection  would  “reduce  American  heads 
to  hatracks.” 


Texas  Ex-Governor  Opens 
Houston  "Din"  Premiere 

Houston — Former  Governor  James  V. 
Allred,  who  relinquished  the  reins  of  state 
government  to  the  big  song-and-flour 
man,  W.  Lee  O’Daniel,  last  week  and 
moved  his  family  to  Houston,  pushed  the 
button  to  open  the  gala  Southwestern 
premiere  of  “Gunga  Din”  at  the  Majes- 
tic Theatre.  The  premiere  featured  Kleig 
lights,  microphone  greetings  from  celeb- 
rities, and  other  Hollywood  trappings. 

RKO  representatives  were  in  Houston  to 
attend  the  opening  and  arrange  several 
contests  in  connection  with  the  Houston 
run  of  the  film. 

Another  film  to  have  its  Southwestern 
premiere  in  Houston  is  George  Bernard 
Shaw’s  “Pygmalion”  set  for  Loew’s  State 
February  9.  A special  evening  showing 
with  all  seats  reserved  has  been  announced 
by  Manager  Francis  Deering.  The  prices 
will  not  be  advanced. 


Laud  RKO's  "Gunga  Din" 

At  Trade  Screening 

Dallas — ^RKO’s  “Gunga  Din,”  screened 
Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  projection 
room  of  the  Republic  exchange,  drew  high 
praise  from  an  overflow  crowd  of  theatre 
men  and  bookers.  What  they  liked  most 
was  the  ever  present  action  throughout  the 
production. 


Another  Metro  Remake 

Hollywood — Metro  will  remake  “With- 
in the  Law,”  with  Lou  Ostrow  producing. 


^ A inir  OM  IE 

JJARL  ADOLPH  of  the  San  Antonio  The- 
atrical Booking  Agency  recently  became 
the  local  representative  for  DeVry  cam- 
eras and  projectors.  He  intends  to  open 
a motion  picture  department  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  other  dramatic  enterprises 
. . . The  midnight  horror  and  spook  show 
at  the  Majestic  Theatre  last  Saturday 
night  came  in  the  form  of  a double  thrill- 
er. “Son  of  Frankenstein”  was  the  fea- 
ture and  “The  Human  Bomb,”  a short, 
pleased  the  owl  entertainment  seekers. 

While  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hobson  was  enjoying 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  at  the 
Palace  Theatre  here  the  other  evening, 
one  unknown  patron  had  disagreed  with 
this  philosophy  when  he  made  off  with  a 
purse  containing  $51.75  belonging  to  the 
woman. 

Character  Actor  Allen  Jenkins  and  wife, 
the  former  Mary  Landee,  were  visitors 
en  route  to  Florida  via  Corpus  Christi 
and  motor  . . . J.  W.  Null,  Auditorium 
electrician,  back  from  Arkansas  after  at- 
tending father’s  funeral  ...  On  the  sick 
list  at  press  time  was  Sercy  Lacey  of  the 
Texas-Valley  FUm  Service  here. 

Neiv  Azteca  releases  for  the  month  of 
February  include  “La  Valentina,”  “Cami- 
nos  De  Ayer,”  “Un  Viego  Amor,”  “Padre 
Mercader”  and  “Estrellita”  . . . Recent  vis- 
itors; J.  C.  King,  Arcadia,  Rialto,  Har- 
lingen; L.  J.  (Shine)  Mason,  Interstate 
city  manager,  McAllen,  and  Senor  E.  Rami- 
rez, Roma  Theatre,  Roma,  Tex.,  at  Az- 
teca Films;  Ed  Blumenthal  and  Elmer 
Zrenner,  both  of  Dallas,  calling  cm  the 
local  theatres,  and  Rubin  Frels,  Victoria, 
at  Paramount  exchange. 

Four  “name”  bands  played  for  the  Pres- 
ident’s Birthday  Ball  and  floorshow  held 
in  the  Municipal  Auditorium  Monday 
night.  They  were  Nick  Stuart,  from  Plaza 
Hotel;  Rex  Preis,  KTSA  orchestra;  Jean 
Sarlie  Melodiers,  WOAI,  and  Eduardo  Mar- 
tinez. Bill  O’Donnell,  Interstate  city  man- 
ager, was  in  charge  of  the  floor  show 
consisting  of  Ernest  Hauser  and  his  violin; 
Delovely  De  Lores,  singing-dancing  star; 
A1  Robinson  and  Alkali  Ike;  Three  Simp- 
son Sisters,  vocalists;  Wild  Bill  Strigo, 
singing  guitarist  from  KONO,  and  Buster 
Bryan,  emcee.  “A  Night  in  Old  Mexico” 
featuring  Rosita  Fernandez  and  Rosa  Eli- 
da  Garza,  added  a touch  of  Latin-Ameri- 
can  dances,  music  and  song. 


Jam  Arcadia  for  Second 
Book  Review  Section 

Dallas — ^At  the  second  weekly  book  re- 
view section  in  the  Arcadia  here  Wednes- 
day afternoon,  the  neighborhood  house 
again  was  packed.  The  book  reviewed  was 
“My  Son,  My  Son.” 

Theatre  interests  generally  have  been 
perusing  the  idea.  One  circuit  discussed 
the  plan  at  a recent  meeting  for  a group 
of  houses  located  in  smaller  Texas  towns. 


He's  Young  Tarzan 

Hollywood — Johnny  Sheffield,  5-year- 
old  boy,  plays  Tarzan  jr.  in  “Tarzan  in 
Exile,”  which  Metro  is  making  with  Johnny 
Weissmuller  and  Maureen  O’Sullivan. 
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Fulgham  Recuperating 
From  Nervous  Break 

Dallas — Harry  E.  Fulgham,  former  Dal- 
las film  and  theatre  man,  but  now  a part- 
ner in  the  Joy  Tlreatre  at  Tyler,  has  been 
in  town  for  a few  days  under  treatment 
and  confined  to  bed  after  a nervous  break. 
He  left  for  El  Paso  for  further  recupera- 
tion. 

Fulgham  opened  his  Tyler  show  about 
two  years  ago.  Toward  the  end  of  last 
year  the  house  was  refinanced  and  in- 
corporated with  Harry  remaining  a part- 
ner and  active  in  the  management.  At 
that  time  the  Joy  was  modernized  and  re- 
equipped. 

S.  G.  Fry,  also  of  Tyler,  who  owns  sev- 
eral small  east  Texas  houses,  said  he  has 
taken  over  management  of  the  Joy  until 
Fulgham  returns. 


Stocker  to  Ballinger  on 
Survey  of  Fire  Losses 

Dallas — Lynn  Stocker,  official  of  West- 
Tex  Theatre  (Griffith),  has  been  in  Bal- 
linger surveying  losses  in  the  recent  Texas 
Theatre  fire.  While  it  is  believed  no  time 
will  be  lost  in  rebuilding,  plans  are  not 
expected  to  be  made  until  Stocker  re- 
turns here. 

The  Texas  was  one  of  the  finest  the- 
atres in  the  western  part  of  the  state  and 
was  in  operation  three  years.  The  build- 
ing was  owned  by  the  well  known  H.  T. 
Hodge  of  Abilene,  with  the  theatre  oper- 
ated jointly  with  Wes-Tex.  W.  D.  Scales 
was  manager. 


» A ]IL  IL  A ^ 

CO  IMPRESSED  was  Mrs.  Thomas  Don- 
nell with  reports  of  success  of  book 
reviewing  in  the  Arcadia  Theatre,  Dallas, 
that  she  soon  may  be  trying  out  the  new 
idea  in  her  theatres  at  Stephenville.  She 
was  booking  on  the  Row  Tuesday. 

In  Dallas  Tuesday,  W.  A.  Connor  of 
Dawson  and  Harry  Connor  of  Kerens,  said 
they  had  sold  their  Texan  Theatre  in 
Wortham  to  Oliver  Burleson,  local  busi- 
ness man. 

On  his  last  every  week  visit  to  this  film 
market,  S.  G.  Fry  said  the  remodeling  of 
his  Palace  Theatre  (for  colored)  in  Tyler, 
has  been  completed. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Walker,  who  formerly  oper- 
ated in  Wewoka,  Okla.,  was  in  Dallas  a 
few  days  ago.  From  where  she  visited  it 
was  reported  that  she  would  open  the 
Metro  in  Durant  which  house  formerly 
had  been  operated  by  Miller  Davidge  and 
R&R.  Davidge  now  operates  the  State  and 
Ritz  there. 

Miss  Evelyn  Oldfield  has  joined  the 
staff  of  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises  as 
stenographer,  according  to  Lester  Sack, 
one  of  the  two  brothers. 

Mrs.  C.  W . Matson  of  Rockdale,  and  one 
of  her  attractive  Texas-ex-coed  daughters, 
spent  a day  on  the  Row  this  week  with 
Mrs.  Matson  booking  for  three  houses. 

The  W.  G.  Underwoods,  little  daughter 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Additional  Accounts  for 
Ind-Ex  Booking  Service 

Dallas — In  its  new  office  at  302 1/2  S. 
Harwood,  Ind-Ex  Booking  Service,  pio- 
neered by  Forrest  White,  has  taken  on 
several  additional  accounts  within  the  last 
few  days. 

White  is  now  booking  for  Roy  Cain’s 
Kiroy  and  Amusu  theatres  in  Winnsboro; 
Billy  Morrow’s  Rio  at  Dimmitt,  and  for 
L.  M.  Threet’s  Texan  at  Livingston,  in 
addition  to  theatres  he  is  already  serving. 

Ind-Ex  is  sharing  office  quarters  with 
Lee  Threet  of  Lufkin,  and  the  front  door 
also  carries  the  sign  “Lee  Threet  The- 
atres,’’ which  may  indicate  the  east  Texas 
exhibitor  will  spend  much  of  his  time  in 
Dallas  and  that  he  will  acquire  or  open 
additional  houses. 


"Smashing  the  Vice  Trust" 
Now  Booking  by  Sack 

San  Antonio,  Tex. — “Smashing  the  Vice 
'Ti-ust,”  roadshow  attraction  which  played 
to  highly  successful  grosses  recently  over 
the  entire  Interstate,  R&R  and  Jefferson 
circuits,  has  been  acquired  by  Sack  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises  for  distribution  in  Texas, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana.  The  picture 
again  will  be  roadshowed,  according  to 
Sack  officials. 

Another  roadshow  attraction  just  ac- 
quired by  the  Sack  organization  for  dis- 
tribution in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  is 
“Wages  of  Sin.”  This  feature  likewise  will 
be  roadshowed. 


CASH  CONTROL 

FOR  YOUR  THEATRE 


You  have  always  needed 
control  at  the  boxoffice, 
but  the  cost  of  ticket  ma- 
chine may  have  been  too 
high. 

Now  you  can  buy  the  new 
GENERAL  REGISTER 
ticket  machine  at  an  at- 
tractive price. 


Distributed  by 


3 Unit  Model  "H" 


3 Unit  "Self  Drive  Automaticket' 


Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always 


210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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Variety  Golfers  to 
Clash  March  27 


Dallas — Duke  Evans  announces  arrange- 
ments have  just  been  set  for  Variety 
Club’s  annual  spring  golf  tournament  on 
March  27  at  the  Dallas  Country  Club. 
Preliminary  celebrations  will  start  Satur- 
day, March  25,  he  said. 

Interest  already  shown  indicates  the 
coming  contest  will  be  the  biggest  yet  held 
by  Tent  No.  17,  which  will  be  going  some, 
Evans  predicted,  adding  that  showmen  will 
be  in  town  in  numbers  from  all  over  the 
southwest. 

R,  P.  Condron  Buys  Star 
At  Forney  From  Bisby 

Dallas — After  weeks  of  scouting  the 
state  for  a new  theatre  location,  R.  P. 
(Rip)  Condron  winds  up  a few  miles  east 
of  Dallas  with  pui’chase  of  the  Star  at 
Forney  from  H.  R.  Bisby  of  Garland.  Rip 
sold  his  house  at  LaPeria  in  the  Valley  to 
Henry  Hall  last  year. 

Years  ago  Condron  was  mechanic  for 
Phil  H.  Pierce  and  traveled  about  repair- 
ing both  pipe  and  automatic  organs,  as 
well  as  electric  pianos  in  many  Texas 
theatres.  When  the  organ  left  this  busi- 
ness Condron  became  an  exhibitor  and 
after  getting  his  hand  in  during  the  past 
few  years  he  is  known  to  be  a first  class 
small  town  operator. 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yoursell  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


20111/2  J<3ckson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Sally  and  nurse,  are  back  from  three 
weeks  on  the  Florida  coast. 

Louie  Charninsky  of  Elm  Street,  is  com- 
plaining these  days  of  being  knifed  and 
gives  neuritis  full  credit  for  the  attacks. 
It  hasn’t  slowed  him  up  much,  however, 
yet  he  expects  complete  relief  when  our 
balmier  weather  sets  in  the  next  few 
weeks  or  after  visits  to  Marlin  and  other 
Texas  inland  resorts. 

Homer  Mulkey  arrived  from  Clarendon 
wearing  an  extra  large  pair  of  colored 
sun  glasses,  but  not  on  account  of  the 
sun.  It  seems  he  was  jostled  about  in  an 
unimportant  car  accident,  taking  a blow 
near  the  right  eye,  bringing  out  promi- 
nently that  old  familiar  blue  coloring.  He 
came,  as  usual,  with  Hollis  Boren  of 
Memphis,  both  returning  to  their  homes 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  presi- 
dent, expected  to  be  in  Austin  during  the 
week  looking  the  situation  over  at  the 
state  capital. 

Guy  Cameron  of  the  Peak  Theatre,  is 
all  set  in  a fine  new  home  just  purchased 
in  the  Wilshire  Park  addition,  northeast 
Dallas. 

Ted  Jones  of  Roswell,  and  Frank  Maxey 
of  Carlsbad,  N.  M.,  were  in  town  several 
days  this  week  in  conferences  at  the  R.  E. 
Griffith  Theatres  home  office.  Jones  is 
district  manager  and  Maxey  is  theatre 
manager  for  the  circuit. 

Horace  Falls,  assistant  general  manager 
of  Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  operating 
mostly  in  Oklahoma,  has  been  in  Dallas 
on  business  matters  and  headquartered  at 
the  R.  E.  Griffith  offices. 

February  13  is  the  tentative  date  set  by 
J.  I.  Roberts,  manager,  when  the  Dallas 
branch  of  National  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
will  move  into  its  new  home  now  being 
made  ready  at  the  corner  of  Jackson  and 
Harwood.  There  likely  will  be  a house 
warming. 


Skirball  in  Dallas  in 
Interests  of  "Baby" 

Dallas — Joseph  S.  Skirball,  western  and 
southwestern  division  manager  for  Spe- 
cial Pictures  Corp.,  has  been  here  handling 
matters  in  connection  with  “Birth  of  a 
Baby.”  While  he  had  nothing  to  say  on 
playing  arrangements  for  the  picture  in 
this  territory,  it  is  believed  the  film  will 
get  dignified  runs  throughout  Texas  be- 
fore long. 

Skirball  said  the  picture  opened  at  the 
Midwest  Theatre,  Oklahoma  City,  last 
Tuesday,  and  that  it  played  four  days  to 
good  business  earlier  in  the  month  at 
Texas  Consolidated’s  Kimo  Theatre  in 
Albuquerque,  N.  M. 


BUFFALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  texas 


Walt  Stoeppleman  Holds 
Sales  Session  in  Dallas 

Dallas — Stoeppleman  & Co.,  organized 
two  weeks  ago  by  Walter  Stoeppleman, 
former  Texas  exhibitor,  to  handle  distribu- 
tion of  “Treasure  Himt,”  held  sales  meet- 
ings here  preparatory  to  taking  the  new 
boxoffice  stimulant  plan  direct  to  the- 
atres of  the  south,  starting  first  in  Texas. 

Trailers,  made  by  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, were  viewed  by  the  sales  staff  and 
other  accessories  were  gone  over  in  detail 
before  salesmen  went  into  the  field. 

The  plans  developed  by  Stoeppleman 
have  been  worked  out  over  a period  of  two 
years,  since  he  sold  his  circuit  of  houses 
in  southeast  Texas.  He  started  to  perfect 
a number  of  business  building  promotions, 
to  get  them  copyrighted  for  release  to 
theatres  on  a contract  plan. 

Returning  from  Washington  with  his 
attorney,  C.  Woodfin  Evans,  Stoeppleman 
announced  that  he  had  secured  proper 
copyright  and  immediately  organized  his 
company. 

“My  idea,”  he  said,  “is  based  on  the  logic 
that  if  I can  take  one  theatre  and  by 
introducing  novel  and  profitable  adver- 
tising schemes  which  will  show  a profit 
in  that  theatre,  to  develop  them  to  apply 
to  any  theatre.  I did  make  a profit  by 
such  methods  and  I have  developed  such 
plans  for  other  houses.” 

Known  as  “The  Treasure  Hunt,”  his  first 
plan  is  designed  to  be  used  twice  weekly. 
While  arranged  to  be  used  by  any  line  of 
business,  the  promotions  will  first  be  of- 
fered to  theatres,  Stoeppleman  said.  He 
expects  to  have  his  ideas  working  in  5,000 
theatres  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Each 
is  published  in  book  form  and  copyrighted. 


George  Lahan  Has  Plans 
To  Enter  Production 

Oklahoma  City — George  Lahan,  owner 
of  the  Bayz  Theatre  at  Blackwell,  and 
operator  of  several  other  business  enter- 
prises throughout  the  southwest,  discloses 
to  Boxoffice  details  of  his  plan  to  pro- 
duce a motion  picture  this  summer,  the 
story  to  be  backgrounded  by  the  present 
strife  in  Palestine  between  Arabs  and 
Jews. 

Lahan,  while  visiting  here  from  his  of- 
fices in  Wichita,  Kas.,  told  trade  journal- 
ists he  has  secured  financial  backing  in 
the  sum  of  $150,000  from  sources  he  could 
not  name  imtil  actual  production  on  the 
picture  began. 

Lahan  indicated  he  would  seek  to  sign 
Dorothy  Lamour  for  one  of  the  main  roles. 

Late  in  March,  Lahan  will  leave  for 
Hollywood  to  ascertain  production  costs 
of  the  projected  picture  and  to  try  to 
work  out  a distribution  arrangement. 

Lahan  also  indicated  he  is  considering 
plans  for  building  two  new  theatres  in 
Oklahoma,  one  to  be  a suburban  house  in 
Oklahoma  City. 


Confer  on  Shaw  Play 

Hollywood — Producer  Gabriel  Pascal 
has  gone  to  London  to  confer  with  George 
Bernard  Shaw  on  making  the  playwright’s 
“The  Doctor’s  Dilemma”  into  a motion 
picture. 
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Metro  Asks  Dismissal  of 
Inhingement  Action 

Charlotte — Claiming  that  the  book 
“Marshall  Ney:  A Dual  Life”  is  based  on 
facts  and  new  items  which  “are  and  al- 
ways have  been  a part  of  the  public  do- 
main and  free  to  the  use  of  all,”  at- 
torneys for  M-G-M  and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  have 
filed  an  answer  with  the  deputy  of  the 
federal  district  court  asking  dismissal  of 
an  infringement  charge  filed  against  the 
companies  by  Legette  Blythe,  Charlotte 
author. 

Blythe  asserts  the  production  company 
used  his  book  as  the  basis  of  material 
for  a short  subject  titled  “The  Bravest  of 
the  Brave.”  He  claims  $250,000  in  dam- 
ages. 

Blythe  has  until  February  14  to  file  a 
bill  of  particulars  requested  by  defendants, 
following  an  order  by  Judge  E.  Yates 
Webb  of  the  western  North  Carolina  fed- 
eral judicial  district. 


Visual  Education  Proves 
Asset  to  Foresters 

Atlanta — Importance  of  films  in  edu- 
cation received  another  boost  with  plans 
to  tell  the  story  of  forestry  in  films  and 
a proposal  by  Men’s  Garden  Club  of 
Atlanta  to  record  the  state’s  scenic  beauty 
on  celluloid. 

The  Slash  Pine  Forestry  Ass’n,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Atlanta  office  of  the 
U.  S.  forest  service,  plans  a program  of 
forestry  visual  education  in  1939. 

Films  include  “Old  Dixie’s  New  Boom,” 
which  stresses  the  rise  of  the  paper  and 
pulp  industry  as  a result  of  experiments 
conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Herty. 

The  Garden  Club  men  plan  to  under- 
write cost  of  the  scenic  film,  which  will 
be  used  by  the  state  entomological  de- 
partment in  photographing  outstanding 
gardens  and  other  scenes. 


Metro  Premium  Office 
Moved  to  Charlotte 

Atlanta — In  a move  to  centralize  and 
increase  operating  efficiency,  the  Metro 
Premium  Co.  here  has  been  transferred  to 
117  South  Church  St.,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
A representative  will  be  stationed  here  and 
later  a new  branch  may  be  opened,  ac- 
cording to  M.  S.  Katz,  owner. 

Katz  and  his  sons,  Ike,  David,  and  Harry, 
have  the  Metro  Premium  franchise  for  the 
entire  south,  including  Virginia,  the  Car- 
olinas,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Florida. 


Atlanta  Mayor  Becomes 
"Movie  Cameraman" 

Atlanta — The  Constitution,  morning  pa- 
per, carried  a page  one  story  in  the  fea- 
ture magazine  section  under  the  headline 
“Mayor  Becomes  Movie  Cameraman.” 

The  story,  written  by  a staff  reporter, 
was  illustrated  with  a shot  of  hizzoner 
taking  film  of  a child  feeding  a deer  in 
Grant  Park  Zoo,  and  related  how  motion 
pictures  are  the  mayor’s  hobby. 


The  Edison  Manages 
Two  Bank  Nights 

Miami — Not  having  received  formal  noti- 
fication of  the  game’s  illegality,  two  addi- 
tional Bank  Nights  were  made  possible  for 
the  Edison  Theatre  here  last  week,  follow- 
ing the  recent  Morida  supreme  court’s 
ruling  that  the  drawings  are  lotteries  and, 
as  such,  are  forbidden  in  the  state. 

Officials  of  the  Edison,  as  yet,  haven’t 
decided  on  any  special  attraction,  if  any, 
to  replace  the  Tuesday  and  Friday  night 
drawings. 


Gibbs  and  Maurin  Plan 
New  Laplace  Houses 

New  Orleans — Construction  news  finds 
Louis  Maurin,  who  operates  the  Reserve 
Theatre  at  Reserve,  La.,  building  a new 
500-seat  house  at  Laplace,  La.  He  expects 
to  open  by  April  1. 

Allen  Gibbs,  who  has  been  operating  a 
tent  show  at  Laplace,  also  is  erecting  a 
theatre  there.  Planned  for  350  seats,  the 
house  probably  will  be  opened  early  in 
March. 

Robert  Malzone,  now  operating  at  La- 
rose,  La.,  has  acquired  the  Royal  at  Lab- 
diavUle,  La.,  and  completed  extensive  al- 
terations and  repairs.  Malzone  formerly 
worked  out  of  New  York  with  the  “Life 
of  Christ”  roadshow,  which  he  produced.il 


A T IIL  A MT  A 

J^LFRED  N.  SACK,  president  Sack  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises,  with  headquarters  at 
Dallas,  Tex.,  was  a recent  visitor.  He 
expressed  optimism  on  the  1939  outlook. 

Thomas  A.  Branon  of  Affiliated  Pro- 
ducers has  left  Atlanta  for  a trip  north, 
visiting  the  Charlotte  office,  the  farms  in 
the  Carolinas,  and  journeying  to  New  York. 
. . . James  W.  Trippe,  former  roadshow 
man  for  Amity  exchange,  and  now  with 
Steede  Amusement  Co.,  Alabama,  is  the 
father  of  a new  daughter  named  Barbara 
Kay. 

A good  bit  of  showmanship  was  de- 
veloped here  when  two  women  flyers,  who 
worked  with  their  own  planes  in  the 
20th  Century-Fox  picture,  “Tail  Spin,” 
glorifying  women  flyers,  flew  in  the  film 
for  a midnight  preview  at  the  Fox  The- 
atre. The  women  flyers  were  Teddy  Ken- 
yon and  Betty  Huyler  Gillies,  noted  stunt 
pilots.  'The  idea  gleaned  good  publicity 
for  the  house  and  picture. 


New  Sound  Equipment  at 
Cinema,  Miami  Beach 

Miami — New  sound  equipment  is  being 
installed  at  the  Cinema  Theatre  on  Miami 
Beach. 

The  installation  is  being  supervised  by 
Harry  Ruben,  down  with  Mrs.  Ruben  from 
Paramount’s  New  York  sound  and  pro- 
jection department.  He  will  be  here  in 
iMiami  until  mid-February. 


NOW  IS  THE  TIME 

Save  from  20%  to  40% 

ON 

VENTILATING  EQUIPMENT 

FANS  — WASHERS  — DRIVES 
MOTORS  — CONTROLS 

U.  S.  AIRCO 

The  Leader  in  the  Ventilating  Field 

Write  or  call  us  now  while  prices  are  low. 


WIL-KIK 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


‘Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film" 
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^OTAL  boxoffice  receipts  at  the  New  and 

at  Hoyt’s,  Fort  Smith,  Thm'sday  went 
to  the  joint  distribution  committee  for  the 
relief  of  refugees  from  Germany,  Aus- 
tria and  central  Europe.  Benefit  shows 
were  held  on  the  same  day  all  over  the 
states  of  Arkansas,  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky which  comprise  the  Malco  chain. 
The  Paramount,  Hot  Springs;  Princess, 
North  Little  Rock;  Strand,  Newport,  and 
many  others  in  Arkansas  also  gave  benefit 
shows. 

The  Cemway  Theatre,  Conway,  a Malco 
house,  has  recently  completed  the  instal- 
lation of  new  projection  equipment  and 
screen  at  a cost  of  $2,200  ...  In  co- 
operating to  make  Helena  a “Saturday 
Town,”  M.  A.  Lightman  jr.,  city  manager 
for  Richards-Lightman  Theatre  Corp., 
announced  a new  move  which  he  hopes 
loill  help  in  bringing  Saturday  shoppers 
to  Helena.  The  Paramount  and  Pastime 
theatres  will  reduce  prices  on  Saturdays 
to  15  cents.  And  in  order  to  give  double 
value,  both  houses  will  show  double  fea- 
tures on  Saturday. 

C.  A.  Shultz,  Lee  Jones,  Rex  Barrett 
and  Dick  Orear  of  Commonwealth  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Kansas  City,  were  in  Har- 
rison last  week  on  a quail  hunting  trip. 
While  there  Orear,  architect,  made  some 
plans  for  remodeling  the  Plaza,  which 
will  be  opened  as  soon  as  several  improve- 
ments are  made. 

The  new  Strand  at  Stuttgart,  a Malco 
house,  was  scheduled  to  open  last  week. 
The  Strand  was  formerly  the  Riceland  aiid 
has  been  remodeled  inside  and  outside 
. . . Mena’s  newest  amusement  place,  the 
Lil  Theatre,  is  scheduled  to  open  soori. 
The  former  Cole  Bldg,  on  South  Mena 
St.  has  been  remodeled  throughout,  the 
front  being  of  white  stucco. 


IIHII O lU  S T O M 

JOHN  BYUS,  former  chief  usher  at  the 

Majestic  Theatre,  has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  manager  of  the  Tower,  one  of 
the  swankier  suburbans  of  the  Interstate 
chain.  Ted  Hayes  will  fill  Byus’  place  at 
the  Majestic. 

Pat  Daily,  until  recently  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Tower  and  who  left  to  audit 
the  Roller  Derby,  has  fallen  prey  to  Cupid. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Miller  of 
San  Antonio  Christmas  Day,  Houston 
friends  hear. 

Nationwide  Pictures,  Inc.,  commercial 
motion  picture  company  headed  by  Frank 
L.  Morang,  has  opened  offices  and  lab- 
oratories here.  The  company  specializes 
in  newsreels  and  commercial  films. 

Colleen  Moore  is  supervising  the  show- 
ing of  her  doll  house  at  a local  depart- 
ment store  to  benefit  the  President’s  Ball 
on  behalf  of  infantile  paralysis  victims. 
This  is  the  second  showing  of  the  doll 
house  here. 

Boots  Young,  a pretty  Houston  figure 
skater  now  appearing  at  the  Ice  Palace 
in  Coral  Gables,  Fla.,  has  attracted  the 
attention  of  picture  scouts,  according  to 
Houston  friends. 


"Jesse  James"  Makes 
New  Records 

Dallas — The  current  sensation,  ’’Jesse 
James,"  which  registered  well  over 
twice  normal  business  for  its  first  week 
at  the  Majestic,  is  running  a close  race 
with  the  record  of  "Alexander's  Rag- 
time Band,"  which  last  year  was  the 
Majestic's  top  on  grosses  for  a picture 
during  recent  years.  The  holdover  is 
now  at  the  Tower,  where  seats  continue 
at  a premium. 

Outside  of  Dallas,  however,  "Jesse 
James"  is  running  ahead  of  "Alexan- 
der" in  key  runs. 


To  South  America  for 
Universal  Previews 

New  York — Returning  from  a short  trip 
to  the  coast,  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Univer- 
sal foreign  head,  sailed  on  the  Gripsholm 
January  31  for  12  South  American  ports 
where  he  will  hold  special  trade  showings 
for  newspaper  men  and  exhibitors.  The 
showings  will  consist  of  a 3,000-foot  trailer 
on  seven  new  pictures.  A screening  of 
"The  Mikado,”  with  Spanish  titles,  and 
"Casa  El  Ogra,”  first  of  three  Spanish 
pictures  to  be  produced  in  Mexico  by  Fer- 
nando Fuentes.  Seidelman  completed  the 
special  arrangement  with  the  Swedish 
American  line  and  will  be  gone  six  weeks. 

Among  ports  of  call  are  Nassau,  Havana, 
Panama,  Callao,  El  Paraiso,  Buenos  Aires, 
Montevideo,  Santos,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Ti’in- 
idad,  Para  and  Bahia.  All  trade  showings 
will  be  held  on  board  ship. 

Seidelman’s  trip  is  the  spearhead  of  a 
concerted  drive  by  Universal  to  awaken 
the  Latin-American  market  to  a greater 
extent  than  attempted  heretofore. 

In  this  respect,  he  mentions  the  close 
cooperation  between  Universal  and  its 
Mexican  producer,  Fernando  de  Fuentes. 

Continuing  along  this  line,  he  reveals 
a special  department  has  been  established 
at  the  studio  which  will  further  advance 
the  cause  of  improved  Latin-American  re- 
lations. Wherever  possible,  according  to 
Seidelman,  there  will  be  attempted  added 
sequences  designed  for  Spanish-speaking 
peoples. 

Nate  Blumberg,  president,  returned  from 
the  coast  the  end  of  the  week  after  lining 
up  next  season’s  program  which,  in  round 
numbers,  remains  the  same.  William  A. 
Scully,  general  sales  manager,  returns  from 
Honolulu  in  about  a fortnight. 


Local  Color 


Atlanta — Red  clay  from  the  hills  of 
Georgia  will  play  a small,  but  important, 
part  in  the  film  version  of  “Gone  With 
the  Wind.” 

Wilbur  G.  Kurtz,  local  artist  and  his- 
torian, is  in  Hollywood  assisting  as  tech- 
nical advisor  for  the  film. 

The  other  day  he  sent  a hurry  call  to 
friends  in  Atlanta.  The  message — "Send 
me  some  red  clay.” 

It  seems  the  clay  is  needed  so  the 
proper  hues  can  be  made  for  the  im- 
proved Technicolor,  for  roads,  etc.,  in  the 
screening  of  Margaret  Mitchell’s  novel. 


TIEWWIIE^^IEIE 

^ONY  SUDEKUM,  president  of  Crescent 

Amusement  Co.,  Nashville,  says  that  a 
bigger  and  finer  picture  theatre  will  be 
constructed  at  Harriman  immediately  to 
replace  the  Princess,  which  burned  on 
January  25,  with  an  estimated  loss  of 
$60,000.  L.  W.  Bevel,  manager  of  the 
Princess,  promises  that  the  new  theatre 
will  be  “one  of  the  most  modern  and 
largest  in  the  South.”  A store  building 
has  been  leased  and  temporary  arrange- 
ments made  to  reopen  about  February  16, 
while  the  new  building  is  being  construct- 
ed. Sudekum  spent  several  days  following 
the  fire  in  Harriman  completing  arrange- 
ments. 

E.  H.  Griffith,  director  of  “Holiday”  and 
“Paris  Bound”  and  other  pictures,  recent- 
ly spent  several  days  in  Nashville  visit- 
ing Lark  Taylor,  an  old  friend  and  helper. 
Griffith  and  Taylor  were  fellow  members 
of  the  cast  of  the  Sothern  Co.,  Chicago, 
in  the  old  days. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  Memphis,  who  served 
as  chairman  of  the  committee  controlling 
the  benefit  programs  given  in  Mid-South 
theatres  on  January  26  and  27,  for  Jew- 
ish relief,  reports  hearty  cooperation  all 
over  the  territory.  Schools  and  civic  so- 
cieties were  eager  to  sell  tickets  for  the 
shows.  All  the  theatres  in  the  Malco, 
Haynes  and  Saenger  circuits,  in  addition 
to  scores  of  individually  owned  film  houses, 
participated.  No  collections  were  taken, 
but  contribution  boxes  were  placed  near 
the  boxoffices  for  voluntary  contributions. 

The  management  of  the  New  Dixie  The- 
atre, Kenton,  has  a novel  slant  on  the 
trading  stamp  idea.  It  is  called  “Bid 
Munnee”  and  “Bid  Munnee”  coupons  are 
issued  by  the  theatre  and  by  local  mer- 
chants. A “Bid  Munnee”  Auction  is  held 
by  the  theatre  weekly  and  the  holders  of 
the  coupons  bid  for  bonds,  having  a cash 
value  of  $2.00  and  a trade  value  of  $2.50. 
Some  of  the  coupons  have  a crescent 
printed  on  the  back.  These  are  redeem- 
able for  $50  in  “Bid  Mumiee”  at  the  box- 
office.  The  manager  of  the  New  Dixie  will 
be  glad  to  tell  other  theatre  managers 
about  the  plan  and  will  furnish  samples 
of  the  coupons.  Local  merchants  are  very 
enthusiastic  about  the  idea. 


"Tail  Spin"  Entourage 
Greeted  in  Dallas 

Dallas  — A 20th  Century-Fox  “Tail 
Spin”  party,  four  starlets  and  two  famous 
women  flyers,  were  greeted  here  on  their 
cross-country  trip,  via  Braniff  Air  Lines, 
exploiting  the  picture,  “Tail  Spin.” 

The  starlets  were  Gloria  and  Barbara 
Brewster,  Iva  Stewart  and  Alice  Armand, 
and  the  flyers  were  Betty  Huyler  Gillies 
and  Mrs.  Cecil  (Teddy)  Kenyon.  The 
party  was  met  at  the  airport  by  Herman 
Biersdorf,  20th  Century-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, Frank  Starz,  publicity  director  for 
Interstate,  and  James  O.  Cherry,  Inter- 
state city  manager.  A photo  of  the  wel- 
come appeared  in  Dallas  papers. 

Mayor  Sprague  was  one  of  the  official 
greeters  and  official  escorts  about  town 
for  the  starlets  were  Interstate’s  Fred  Mc- 
Fadden,  Francis  Barr,  Dick  Foy  and  Rob- 
ert Foster. 
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^hile  vacationing  in  Miami,  J.  Edgar 
Hoover  finds  his  friends  much  in- 
terested in  his  frequently  expressed 
conviction  that  the  vividness  with  which 
the  films  are  revealing  the  folly  of  gang- 
sterdom,  is  giving  the  generation  of  chil- 
dren now  growing  up  a deep  sense  of 
respect  for  law  enforcement. 

Recent  arrivals,  some  for  business  and 
others  on  midsummer  vacations  include 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Bamford.  Bamford  is 
a Paramount  partner  in  the  Asheville  ter- 
ritory for  whom  Rollin  K.  Stonebrook, 
manager  of  the  local  Paramount  and  di- 
rector of  publicity  for  the  chain,  was  a 
manager  before  he  came  to  Miami  sev- 
eral years  ago  to  assume  management  of 
the  Sheridan  when  it  was  opened  on  the 
beach. 

While  they  were  down  this  past  week, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Wilson  (he’s  the  20th 
Century-Fox  branch  manager  out  of  At- 
lanta) took  a cruise  through  Caribbean 
waters  . . . Over  for  several  days  from 
Tampa  was  Henry  Glover,  Republic  branch 
manager  . . . And  here  for  the  sun  and 
the  warm  sea  air  is  Joe  Vergesslich,  on 
leave  of  absence  from  Warner  Bros,  to 
recuperate  from  a recent  illness. 

While  only  two  years  old,  the  estate 
and  gardens  of  E.  L.  Sparks  on  Pine 
Tree  Drive,  Miami  Beach,  are  already  traf- 
fic stoppers.  Landscape  authorities  cite 
this  Florida  home  of  the  president  of 
United  Theatres,  Inc.,  as  being  one  of  the 
most  eye-satisfying  in  the  entire  state. 
Approipriately  enough  for  a theatre  man’s 
home,  the  outstanding  characteristic  of 
this  castle  by  the  sea  is  the  dramatic 
adaptation  made  of  tropical  trees  and 
plants  of  distinctive  and  dynamic  form  and 
coloring. 

To  capitalize  on  the  announcement  of 
the  casting  of  Vivien  Leigh  (or  will  it 
be  Lee?)  as  Scarlett,  both  local  chains 
have  rushed  to  their  local  downtovra 
screens  pictures  in  which  the  vivid  young 
English  actress  has  been  seen.  First  to 
be  shown  was  “Dark  Journey,”  a United 
Artists  release  which  Miss  Leigh  made 
with  Conrad  Veidt.  It  had  its  first  Miami 
showing  at  Wometco’s  State.  The  follow- 
ing day  a return  engagement  of  the  Rob- 
ert Taylor-Maureen  O’Sullivan  feature,  “A 
Yank  at  Oxford,”  in  which  Miss  Leigh 
appeared,  began  at  Paramount’s  Roxy. 

Jack  Smalley,  who  operates  his  own 
circuit  of  a dozen  or  so  houses  out  of 
Watertown,  New  York,  is  down  for  his 
regular  midwinter  vacation.  Your  local 
scout  caught  a glimpse  of  him  turning  in 
at  the  State  to  call  on  his  friend,  Charlie 
Ozborn. 

Weekend  stage  presentations  are  to  be 
continued  through  the  balance  of  the  sea- 
son at  the  Olympia,  following  the  success 
of  Manager  A1  Weiss’  trial  shows.  Last 
weekend’s  bill  was  headed  by  Paula  Stone, 
and  the  previous  one  by  Gene  Austin.  Ad- 
missions for  the  stage  shows  will  be  upped 
to  30  cents  until  one,  40  cents  until  six, 
and  55  cents  evenings.  Local  night  clubs 
play  ball  gladly  in  assisting  with  booking 
arrangements,  Weiss  reports. 


Miami  Must  Answer 
On  Assessment 

Miami — The  city  of  Miami  “has  to  an- 
swer to”  the  Tower  Theatre  by  February 
16,  following  the  refusal  of  the  local  cir- 
cuit court  to  accept  a defense  motion  for 
dismissal  of  an  injunction  suit  brought 
by  the  theatre  to  obtain  relief  from  al- 
leged excessive  tax  assesssments. 

Manager  Ray  Toemmes  told  the  court 
assessments  had  been  doubled,  following 
alterations  made  in  1937.  Much  of  this 
work  was  replacement,  he  explained. 
Listed  on  tax  books  at  $26,000  in  1937,  it 
was  re-entered  in  1938  at  $55,100. 

Newsreel  Cameramen  on 
Job  for  Mardi  Gras 

New  Orleans — Scenes  of  Mardi  Gras 
will  be  given  publicity  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  past  and  pre- 
paratory by  the  newsreels.  Cameramen 
Webber  Hall,  Fox  Movietone  News;  Earl 
Crotchett,  Universal;  Oscar  M.  Goodman, 
Pathe;  John  P.  Muller,  M-G-M’s  News  of 
the  Day;  and  James  Buchanan,  Para- 
mount, are  here.  A miniature  Hollywood 
studio  was  installed  in  a Vieux  Carre  cos- 
tume shop  where  five  girls  donned  cos- 
tumes and  went  through  their  paces  for 
the  newsreel  men.  Mardi  Gras  is  slated 
February  21. 


Elect  /.  E,  Buff 

Macon,  Ga. — J.  E.  Buff  has  been  elect- 
ed president  of  the  local  projectionists 
union.  Other  officers;  R.  E.  Bankston  jr., 
vice-president;  Charles  L.  Leonard,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; Aubrey  Saunders,  record- 
ing secretary;  J.  O.  Morgan,  business  rep- 
resentative; J.  A.  Sylvester,  sergeant-at- 
arms;  R.  A.  Godfrey,  Sylvester  and  Banks- 
ton, trustees. 


Coach  for  Scarlett 


Miami — Two  recent  news  events  served 
as  good  local  advance  publicity  for  “Gone 
With  the  Wind” — if  any  more  were  need- 
ed! 

The  more  serious  one  reported  the  ap- 
pointment of  a West  Palm  Beach  girl, 
Patricia  Stewart,  to  aid  Vivien  Leigh  in 
perfecting  the  Southern  accent  she  will 
require  in  portraying  Scarlett.  Miss  Stew- 
art has  been  retained  as  a secretary-com- 
panion for  the  English  actress,  her  grand- 
father, A.  J.  Campbell  of  West  Palm  Beach, 
has  announced  with  considerable  pride. 

The  other  more  amusing — and  surpris- 
ing bit  of  news — concerned  the  answer 
given  to  the  editorial  question  recently 
asked  by  a Boston  daily,  “What  will  the 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  have  to  say 
about  this  casting?”  From  her  Ocala 
home,  the  regent  replied  to  the  Yankee 
press  that  her  organization  did  not  con- 
sider Scarlett  O’Hara  to  be  a typical 
southern  lady.  She  added  that  if  the 
actress  selected  was  acceptable  to  Marga- 
ret Mitchell,  she  saw  no  reason  why  the 
DAC  should  protest! 


TOMORROW’S  school  children  will  be 

taught,  and  tomorrow’s  sermons  will  be 
delivered  by  the  medium  of  films,  A.  L. 
Rule,  Hollywood  director,  told  Boxoffice 
at  a meeting  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  last 
week.  “Famous  persons  may  give  their 
important  messages  in  many  places  at  the 
same  time  with  their  audience  to  see  and 
hear,”  Rule  stated. 

The  Ritz  will  be  the  name  of  the  new 
house  to  be  erected  by  the  Iberville  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  in  the  uptown  section.  It  will 
be  operated  as  a colored  theatre  . . . Many 
months  will  elapse,  court  attaches  say, 
before  a decision  is  reached  in  the  suit 
filed  by  leading  exchanges  for  a reduc- 
tion in  their  assessments,  which  was  made 
on  the  basis  of  $50,000  merchandise.  The 
exchanges  claim  that  the  taxes  on  an 
average  are  80  per  cent  too  high. 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  has  donatad 
$1,000  toward  the  establishment  of  a Civic 
Ballet  Ass’n,  which  already  has  the  film 
trade  worried  . . . Ralph  D.  Palmer,  rep- 
resenting Jesse  Lasky  is  in  the  city,  the 
guest  of  Paige  Baker,  RKO  distributor, 
hunting  for  talent  . . . Candy  Candido, 
veteran  local  orchestra  leader,  is  rising 
rapidly  in  Hollywood.  He  now  is  working 
with  Jean  Arthur  and  Cary  Grant  in 
“Telephone  No.  4.” 

A Mobile  firm  is  reported  looking  for 
a location  on  the  west  side  to  erect  a 
modern  house  seating  1,000  . . . The  Uni- 
ted chain  has  renewed  its  lease  on  the 
vacant  property  near  the  viaduct  for  an- 
other year  . . . Bank  Night  still  is  flour- 
ishing in  New  Orleans  despite  other  states 
ruling  the  proposition  a lottery.  No  ar- 
rests have  been  made,  although  the  su- 
preme court  of  Louisiana  recently  ruled 
that  cash  awards  are  in  the  category  of 
lottery. 

Theatre  managers  view  with  apprehen- 
sion the  action  of  the  senate  in  cutting 
the  WPA  relief  rolls  as  50  per  cent  of 
their  business  comes  from  the  reliefers, 
both  in  the  downtown  sections  and  the 
neighborhoods.  There  are  52,000  on  the 
WPA  rolls  in  the  city,  to  say  nothing  of 
those  on  direct  relief  and  non-reliefers 
filling  administrative  positions.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  by  June  1,  40  per  cent  will  have 
lost  their  jobs. 

The  Louisiana  Council  for  Motion  Pic- 
tures, Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Friend,  president,  has 
protested  the  appearance  at  the  Strand 
Theatre,  one  of  the  Joy  Houck  chain,  of 
Evelyn  Frechetto,  sweetheart  of  the  late 
John  Dillinger  when  he  was  Public  Enemy 
No.  One. 


A Metro  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — Metro  has  purchased  “Six 
Thousand  Enemies,”  by  Wilson  Menard 
and  Dr.  Leonidas  Stanley,  the  latter  a 
San  Quentin  surgeon.  Lucien  Hubbard 
produces. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1913^  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 
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Cowboy  Fred  Scott  on  a 
Texas  Personal  Tour 

Dallas  — Under  sponsorship  of  Adams 
Film  Exchange,  distributor  of  the  Fred 
Scott  westerns,  the  star  soon  will  enter 
Texas  for  a personal  tour,  appearing  with 
his  Wild  West  Revue  in  eight  acts  totaling 
45  minutes.  The  revue  has  been  appear- 
ing in  some  of  the  larger  California  thea- 
tres, according  to  Barry  Breden,  Scott’s 
personal  representative,  who  is  in  Dallas 
for  arrangements. 

Breden  was  a former  Texas  film  sales- 
man and  exploiteer,  affiliated  with  FBO, 
RKO  and  Fox  between  1923  and  1929. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  show  busi- 
ness in  Europe  and  on  the  continent.  The 
Fred  Scott  western  revue  will  come  in  dur- 
ing February,  he  said. 

Standard  Theatre  Supply 
Reports  Three  Orders 

Greensboro,  N.  C. — The  Standard  The- 
atre Supply  Co.  has  installed  Brenkert 
lamps,  and  projection  equipment  in  the 
'Ti-yon  Theatre,  Tryon,  N.  C.,  owned  by 
Russell  S.  Walcott  and  Samuel  A.  Bing- 
ham. 

Other  recent  installations  include  Pine, 
West  End,  N.  C.,  lamps,  projectors  and 
seats;  W.  P.  Benner’s  theatre,  Carthage, 
N.  C.,  light  fixtures  and  cooling  system. 

Start  on  New  Circle 
In  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — Work  began  tliis  week 
on  the  new  Circle  'Theatre  being  built 
here  at  St.  Bernard  Ave.  and  North  Gal- 
vez St.  by  Jadel  Theatres,  Inc.,  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $120,000. 

J.  A.  Dichary,  Jadel  president,  and  Hen- 
ry Lazarus,  vice-president,  were  on  hand 
for  the  start. 


Repair  Contracts  Let 

Thomaston,  Ga. — Contracts  have  been 
let  by  Odom  and  Hardy  for  remodeling 
and  modernizing  of  the  Ritz  Theatre.  The 
overhanging  awning  at  the  top  will  be 
removed  and  the  wall  made  higher,  with 
a tower  in  the  center. 


Theatre  Annex  Completed 
Knoxville,  Tenn. — An  annex  has  been 
completed  between  the  new  Broadway 
Theatre  and  the  Supreme  food  market 
building. 


Raft  and  Cagney 

Hollywood  — George  Raft,  now  free- 
lancing, has  been  signed  by  Warner  Bros, 
for  a co-starring  role  with  James  Cagney 
in  “Each  Dawn  I Die.’’ 


Virginia  Weidler  Role 

Hollywood — Virginia  Weidler  has  been 
signed  for  an  important  role  in  RKO’s 
“What’s  a Fixer  For?’’  starring  Lee  Tracy. 


Next  for  Bob  Burns 

Hollywood — Bob  Burns’  next  Para- 
mount production  will  be  “Casey  Jones,’’ 
based  on  the  familiar  railroad  song. 


Securing  a Premiere — 

Confirming  the  deal  that  assures 
Miami  of  the  premiere  of  “Gulliver’s 
Travels,’’  Fleischer’s  feature  length 
cartoon,  are,  left  to  right,  Dave 
Fleischer,  director  of  the  Fleischer 
Studios,  Inc.,  Oscar  A.  Morgan,  divi- 
sion manager  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.,  and  W.  R.  Lynch,  general  man- 
ager Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc. 


Letter  and  Story 


Dallas — The  local  Boxoffice  correspon- 
dent is  passing  on  to  southern  readers  an 
interesting  little  story  related  in  a letter 
by  Hubert  Covington,  manager  of  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  Canadian,  Tex.  The  letter, 
reprinted,  follows: 

“As  I have  been  connected  with  the  ex- 
hibition of  motion  pictures  in  Texas  prac- 
tically all  my  life,  I have  been  a con- 
stant reader  and  booster  for  Boxoffice 
these  many  years  but  have  never  before 
had  an  occasion  to  write  you.  For  the  last 
five  years  I have  been  with  the  Oskar 
Kom  circuit  and  am  now  ‘skipper’  of  their 
local  house,  the  Palace.  As  you  know, 
Canadian  is  at  the  ‘Top  ’O  Texas’  and  quite 
a distance  from  Dallas  but  we  are  ser- 
viced out  of  the  Dallas  exchanges. 

“We  have  just  finished  playing  a stage 
attraction,  featuring  a Hypnotist  and  Es- 
cape artist,  which  proved  to  be  sensational 
for  a small  town  and  incurred  an  amus- 
ing little  incident  that  might  be  of  in- 
terest to  some  of  your  readers.  This  par- 
ticular Escape  Artist  challenged  local  of- 
ficers to  handcuff  and  shackle  him  and 
one  of  our  local  cops  decided  to  accept 
the  challenge.  Of  course,  the  ‘Escape  Art- 
ist’ easily  removed  the  local  officer’s  hand- 
cuffs and  proceeded  to  show  the  officer 
how  to  apply  the  handcuffs  so  they  couldn’t 
be  removed  so  easily.  So  he  put  the  of- 
ficer’s own  handcuffs  on  him  (the  officer) 
face  to  face  on  one  wrist  so  you  couldn’t 
get  the  key  in  to  unlock  them,  the  re- 
sult being  about  three  hours  later  the 
officer  finally  got  out  of  his  own  hand- 
cuffs by  using  a hacksaw,  and  has  since 
carried  a very  red  face  from  the  ribbing 
received  from  the  localities. 

“I  read  Boxoffice  from  cover  to  cover 


Oklahoma  City  Trade 
Recognizes  Pickup 

Oklahoma  City — There  may  be  some 
wailing  before  the  safe  in  cities  through- 
out the  state,  and  locally,  too,  but  the 
theatre  business  is  in  a comparatively 
healthy  state  in  this  locality.  Of  course 
not  every  operator  is  sharing  in  the  po- 
sition but  the  majority  of  exhibitors  are 
beginning  to  admit  their  business  is  on 
the  upgrade. 

Locally  business  index  figures  reveal 
that  the  theatre  trade  stands  only  five  per 
cent  below  the  “good”  business  line.  The 
same  cannot  be  said  for  business  in  gen- 
eral which  is  nearer  the  15  per  cent  point. 

Business  at  neighborhood  houses  local- 
ly and  in  Tulsa  has  been  exceptionally 
good  during  the  last  60  days.  In  metro- 
politan houses  it  is  following  the  old  story 
of  new  records  for  standout  films  and 
so-so  business  on  the  same  calibre  product. 


Fire  Causes  $5,000  Loss 
To  Newbern  Palace 

Newbern,  Tenn. — ^Fire  which  started  in 
the  storeroom  of  an  adjoining  cafe,  ac- 
cording to  Fire  Chief  John  Brown,  dam- 
aged the  interior  of  the  Palace  Theatre  to 
the  extent  of  $5,000.  Stage,  screen  and 
interior  furnishings  were  burned.  The 
projection  room  was  undamaged,  however. 


Fire  Fighters  Fail  to 
Save  a Theatre 

Mt.  Gilead,  N.  C. — Fire  of  undetermined 
origin  destroyed  the  Montgomery  Theatre 
here,  flames  gaining  rapid  headway  and 
sweeping  the  interior  of  the  structure  to 
become  out  of  control  of  fire  fighters.  Loss 
was  partially  covered  by  insurance. 


Plumbing  and  Electric 
Contracts  for  Co-Ed 

Brevard,  N.  C. — ^Plumbing  and  electric 
contracts  have  been  let  for  the  new  Co-Ed 
Theatre  being  erected  here  by  the  Clem- 
ents. Construction  has  started,  and  the 
house  is  expected  to  open  in  June. 


New  Heating  System 

Milledgeville,  Ga. — A new  $2,500  heat- 
ing system  has  been  installed  in  the  Cam- 
pus Theatre,  of  which  F.  D.  (Boots) 
Adams,  is  manager.  The  house  is  one  of 
the  Martin  chain. 


Phones  Installed  for  Deaf 
High  Point,  N.  C. — Among  many  fea- 
tures of  the  new  Center  Theatre  are  20 
connections  for  individual  earphones  for 
use  by  the  deaf. 


each  week  and  look  forward  to  getting 
each  new  issue.  I enjoy  especially  the 
Dallas  column  since  I know  many  of  the 
personalities  mentioned. 

“Wishing  you  and  Boxoffice  the  best  of 
luck,  I am 

“Sincerely  yours.” 
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Make  Progress  on 
Labor  Problems 

Montreal — step  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  uniform  wage  and  working 
conditions  in  the  theatrical  business  in 
Montreal  was  taken  when  four  repre- 
sentatives of  the  industry  were  appointed 
on  a conciliation  committee  under  the 
aegis  of  the  fair  wage  board. 

Representatives  of  the  employes  are  to 
be  chosen  at  a later  meeting  and  the  com- 
plete committee  will  then  meet  to  compose 
differences  between  employers  and  em- 
ployes and  try  to  agree  on  wage  rates  and 
working  conditions  which  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  an  ordinance  of  the  Quebec  fair 
wage  board. 

The  representatives  of  the  theatre  own- 
ers chosen  are:  D.  A.  Murray,  of  United 
Amusements;  D.  A.  Burpee,  of  Quebec 
Allied  Theatrical  Industries,  Inc.;  J.  A. 
DeSeve,  of  Prance-Film  Corp.,  and  B.  C. 
Salamas,  owner  of  two  theatres. 


Union  Stops  Lanchester's 
Personal  Appearance 

Toronto  — Elsa  Lanchester,  wife  of 
Charles  Laughton,  was  to  have  made  a 
personal  appearance  at  the  Uptown  The- 
atre here  in  connection  with  the  showing 
of  “Beachcomber.”  Then  union  troubles 
intervened. 

The  local  ruled  it  was  necessary  to  have 
an  orchestra  in  connection  with  any  ap- 
pearance on  the  stage.  Famous  Players 
revolted  over  the  principle  of  the  thing 
and  cancelled  the  act.  The  picture  went 
over  big  for  two  weeks. 


Toronto  IT  A Will  Have 
Permanent  Quarters 

Toronto — It  seems  that  at  last  mem- 
bers of  the  ITA,  the  independent  organi- 
zation, will  have  permanent  headquarters. 

The  subject,  discussed  for  months,  came 
to  a head  at  the  last  meeting  and  a com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  obtain  the  quar- 
ters. Site  either  will  be  at  277  Victoria, 
or  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Hermant 
Bldg.,  just  across  the  street. 


loins  Transier  Firm 

Toronto — C.  A.  Smith,  formerly  man- 
ager of  the  Patricia  Theatre  in  London, 
Ont.,  has  resigned,  effective  immediately, 
and  soon  will  be  connected  with  Charles 
P.  Mavety,  in  an  executive  capacity.  Box- 
office  learns.  Mavety  is  head  of  the  Mav- 
ety Film  Lines,  a transfer  company  that 
pioneered  in  film  delivery. 


Galt  Directors 

Galt,  Ont. — iThe  Galt  Theatre  Co.,  Ltd., 
has  elected  the  following  directors:  R.  O. 
McCulloch,  G.  A.  Bobbie,  Allen  Holmes, 
president:  C.  M.  Robson,  vice-president; 
J.  J.  Kidd,  secretary,  and  J.  H.  Taylor, 
treasurer. 


"No  Comment”  on  Deutsch  Tie 
Rumor,  Says  Harry  Dahn 


"The  Lady  Vanishes" 
Near  Record 

Toronto — "The  Lady  Vanishes,"  now 
in  its  fifth  week  at  the  Eglinton  The- 
atre, suburban  FP  house,  bids  fair  to 
establish  an  all-time  record  for  To- 
ronto. At  least,  it  has  done  just  that 
for  a suburban  house.  Only  a few  pic- 
tures have  stayed  that  length  of  time 
even  at  the  downtown  houses,  one 
notable  exception  being  "Snow  White," 
eight  weeks. 

See  Sundag  Shows 
For  Ontario 

Toronto — Although  the  motion  picture 
industry  as  a whole  regards  the  subject 
as  dynamite,  it  is  generally  believed,  say 
well-informed  circles,  that  the  date  is 
not  far  distant  when  Ontario,  like  its 
neighbor,  Quebec,  will  have  Sunday 
shows. 

This  move  is  intimated  in  articles  ap- 
pearing in  the  local  press,  which  indicate 
a general  easement  on  the  part  of  high 
public  officials  toward  the  Sunday  ques- 
tion. Indeed,  no  less  a person  than  At- 
torney-General Conant  intimates  a favor- 
able attitude  toward  changed  legislation. 
In  an  interview  with  local  ministers  who 
called  upon  him  recently,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Conant  intimated  strongly  his  intention  to 
ask  the  federal  government  to  repeal  the 
old  pre-Confederation  statute  of  1845. 
With  that  law  off  the  books,  the  safe- 
guarding of  Sunday,  as  the  Lord’s  Day 
Alliance  group  puts  it,  will  depend  solely 
upon  the  Lord’s  Day  Act  of  Canada,  passed 
in  1906,  but  which  has  been  effective  in 
all  provinces  save  Quebec. 

With  the  pre-Confederation  statute  off 
the  books,  commercialized  sports  will 
come  in,  and  this  will  be  only  a prelude  to 
motion  pictures  on  the  Sabbath. 

Although  in  no  way  related  to  the  sub- 
ject, the  easement  may  be  noted  in  the 
attitude  of  city  officials  toward  betting 
on  the  horse  races.  Toronto  is  so  racing- 
minded  that  there  are  scores  of  book- 
makers; likewise  scores  of  arrests,  culmin- 
ating in  the  raiding  of  two  large  estab- 
lishments known  as  “headquarters,”  Now 
bookmakers  play  their  trade  under  cover, 
with  a password  needed  to  gain  entrance, 
and  bets  are  placed  only  with  those  well 
known  to  the  bookies. 

But  city  officials  declare  bookies  should 
be  licensed,  because,  they  say,  a certain 
amount  of  wagering  always  has  been  and 
always  will  go  on. 


Metro  Title  Change 

Hollywood — “Song  of  the  Plains”  is  an- 
nounced by  Metro  as.  the  final  title  for  the 
forthcoming  Nelson  Eddy  vehicle,  formerly 
known  as  “Let  Freedom  Ring.” 


Toronto — “No  comment,”  was  the  an- 
swer from  Harry  Dahn  of  Toronto,  who 
was  queried  by  Boxoffice  in  reference  to 
a printed  story  from  London  that  he 
would  be  connected  with  Oscar  Deutsch  in 
a rumored  new  chain  of  Deutsch  houses 
in  Canada. 

Mr.  Dahn,  former  Famous  Players 
executive  with  a string  of  houses  under 
his  management,  neither  confirmed  nor 
denied  the  rumor  and  his  “no  comment” 
was  uttered  in  a laughing  vein. 

“When  and  if  there  is  something  to  be 
given  out,”  said  Mr.  Dahn,  “you  shall  be 
the  first  to  have  it.” 


Publicity  Appropriation 
Is  Increased  lor  1939 

Ottawa— Following  representations  by 
J.  J.  Fitzgibbons,  managing  director  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and 
others  that  more  money  should  be  spent 
this  year  to  attract  tourists  to  the  Domin- 
ion because  of  expected  patronage  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair,  the  dominion  gov- 
ernment has  increased  by  $65,000  its  ap- 
propriation for  tourist  advertising  and 
publicity  in  1939. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Canadian  Travel 
Bureau,  operated  by  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment, is  given  at  $315,000.  At  the  time 
of  the  Famous  Players’  convention  last 
August,  Fitzgibbons  started  a movement 
for  increased  advertising  to  be  directed 
towards  those  who  would  be  visiting  the 
fair  at  New  York,  pointing  out  that  Cana- 
dian theatres  would  benefit  from  this 
source  and  also  from  increased  circulation 
of  money  through  the  manufacture  of 
munitions. 


Relinancing  of  F-P  in 
Toronto  Is  Reported 

Toronto — A report  persists  on  Bay  St., 
leading  financial  center  of  Canada,  that 
Canadian  Famous  Players,  after  the  vot- 
ing trust  agreement  expires  in  March 
after  a period  of  ten  years,  will  be  re- 
financed in  Toronto. 

This  means,  reports  say,  that  the 
Nathansons,  who  have  been  maneuvering 
for  power  in  the  company  for  years,  will 
strengthen  their  hand  through  the  fact 
that  the  company  will  be  Canadian-con- 
trolled. 


B.  W,  Silver  Better 

Toronto — “Much  better”  is  the  report 
from  the  bedside  of  B.  W.  Silver,  head  of 
Colonial  Films,  Ltd.  Mr.  Silver  has  been 
laid  up  with  an  attack  of  bronchitis. 


George  Altman  Resigns 

Toronto — George  Altman,  Paramount 
salesman  locally,  has  resigned. 
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German  Protests 
Aid  "Mamlock" 

Toronto  — A million  dollars  worth  of 
free  front-page  publicity  has  been  given 
the  Russian  film,  “Professor  Mamlock,” 
currently  shown  at  the  Strand  Theatre, 
following  vigorous  protests  registered  by 
German  government  representatives.  At 
this  writing,  the  Ontario  board  of  censors 
and  Leo  Clavir  of  Cosmopolitan  Films,  Ltd., 
owner  of  the  Canadian  rights,  have  stood 
pat  on  further  deletions,  after  several  had 
been  made. 

The  German  Consul-General,  at  Ot- 
tawa, Dr.  E.  Windels,  objected  to  all  pro- 
vincial censor  boards  that  the  picture 
“does  not  represent  conditions  as  they  are 
in  Germany”  and  asked  that  the  film  be 
banned.  Dr.  Windels  styled  himself  as 
"consul-general,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary.”  Despite  this 
fact,  the  Manitoba  board  passed  the  film 
entirely,  only  the  Ontario  board  making 
some  minor  deletions.  Other  boards  mere- 
ly acknowledged  receipt  of  Dr.  Windels’ 
letter. 

In  Ottawa,  Dr.  Granow,  vice-consul 
general,  said:  “We  had  knowledge  of  the 
film’s  coming,  as  it  had  been  in  New  York. 
It  is  the  English  version  of  a play  pro- 
duced by  the  Communists  in  Russia  to  stir 
up  bad  feeling  against  Germany  and  we 
think  its  presentation  should  not  be  per- 
mitted.” 

Although  produced  in  Russia,  the  film 
is  based  on  a story  by  the  German  play- 
wright Friedrich  Wolf,  who  fled  Canada 
in  1933.  Directors  are  Adolph  Minkin  and 
Herman  Rappaport,  the  latter  an  Austrian 
emigre  who  for  many  years  was  assistant 
to  G.  W.  Pabst,  well  known  Viennese 
director. 

While  German  government  representa- 
tives were  hammering  at  the  film,  press 
and  clergy  in  Toronto  were  lavishly  prais- 
ing the  production,  and  conditions  seem 
ripe  for  an  extended  run  at  the  Strand 
locally,  which  seats  1,500.  In  addition, 
runs  have  been  arranged  for  Winnipeg 
and  other  large  Canadian  cities.  At  a 
special  showing  held  in  Toronto,  inde- 
pendent and  circuit  buyers  showed  an  in- 
terest and  numerous  bookings  resulted. 

Owner  Clavir  has  assembled  opinions  of 
Canada’s  leading  ministers  and  public  of- 
ficials, combining  them  in  a throwaway 
which  has  been  sent  out  by  the  thousands. 


"Mamlock"  Encounters 
Manitoba  Barrier 

Toronto — After  its  Canadian  premiere 
of  two  weeks  at  the  Strand  Theatre,  To- 
ronto, the  print  of  “Professor  Mamlock” 
was  shipped  by  Cosmopolitan  Films,  Ltd., 
to  Winnipeg  where  it  is  playing  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre. 

The  Manitoba  board  of  censor  ap- 
proved for  showing  in  Manitoba  without 
a deletion.  The  picture  will  be  brought 
back  to  eastern  Canada  for  more  runs. 


Robinson  to  Script 

Hollywood — Casey  Robinson  has  been 
set  to  script  “The  Old  Maid,”  a Warner 
production  to  co-star  Bette  Davis  and 
Miriam  Hopkins, 


A Polite  Refusal 


Regina,  Sask. — Hoist  by  its  own  petard, 
the  city  council  of  Regina  was  left  with- 
out any  comeback  when  theatre  men  last 
week  turned  down  a request  from  the 
board  of  trade,  approved  by  the  council, 
for  use  of  one  or  two  theatres  on  the  Sun- 
day night  before  the  annual  bonspiel  for 
a concert  to  entertain  visiting  curlers. 

The  council  was  asked  by  the  Saskatche- 
wan Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n  the 
week  before  Christmas  to  permit  the  hold- 
ing of  a midnight  frolic  on  New  Year’s, 
one  minute  after  Sunday  midnight.  The 
council,  by  a majority  of  one,  voted  the 
request  down  and  made  more  rigid  en- 
forcement of  a bylaw  keeping  theatres 
closed  from  12  midnight  Saturdays  to  7 
a.  m.  the  following  Monday. 

The  theatre  managers  respected  the 
regulation  and  held  no  frolics  on  New 
Year’s,  though  the  only  city  in  Canada 
not  to  do  so. 

Last  week  the  board  of  trade  and  the 
curling  clubs,  planning  to  entertain  some 
of  the  hundreds  of  curlers  from  outside 
points  who  attend  the  bonspiel  week  here 
— one  of  the  largest  gatherings  for  the  ice 
sport  in  this  country — obtained  the  city 
council’s  permission  to  hold  concerts  and 
entertainments  in  theatres  on  Sunday. 
After  getting  permission  they  went  to  the 
theatre  managers  who  politely  refused  the 
request  for  free  use  of  their  houses. 

“We’d  be  only  too  glad  to  give  them  the 
houses  but  our  hands  are  tied,”  W.  Novak, 
secretary  of  the  SMPA  explained.  “The 
city  council  has  gone  on  record  as  being 
opposed  to  us  opening  from  Saturday  to 
Monday  so  we  cannot  jeopardize  our  posi- 
tion in  the  community  by  opening  as  re- 
quested.” 

It  made  for  much  comment  in  the  news- 
papers. 


pAMOUS  PLAYERS  CANADIAN  CORP. 

is  directly  sponsoring  the  one  perform- 
ance of  Gertrude  Lawrence  in  the  stage 
play  “Susan  and  God”  at  the  Capitol  The- 
atre, Monday  night.  Announcement  was 
made  on  January  26  that  the  house  had 
already  been  completely  sold  out.  Other 
recent  stage  shows  at  the  Capitol  have 
been  on  a rental  basis. 

Manager  Donat  Paquin  offered  vaude- 
ville in  addition  to  the  film  program  for 
three  days  at  the  Laurier  Theatre,  this 
being  the  first  use  of  the  stage  for  pro- 
fessional acts  in  many  months. 

One  result  of  the  film  industry’s  cam- 
paign in  Ottawa  has  been  the  continued 
use  of  the  slogan  “Motion  Pictures  Are 
Your  Best  Entertainment”  in  the  street 
cars  of  the  Ottawa  Electric  Railway  with 
the  display  of  cards  urging  people  to  “Go 
to  the  Movies  With  Safety  and  Conveni- 
ence by  Street  Car.” 

Ambrose  Nolan,  proprietor  of  the  Pic 
Theatre,  Aylmer,  Que.,  has  been  concerned 
over  the  unemployment  crisis  in  the  near- 
by town  which  was  relieved  when  public- 
spirited  citizens  rushed  in  supplies  of  food 
and  fuel  while  provincial  and  municipal 


Censors  of  Quebec 
Pass  "Refugee" 

Montreal — The  board  of  censors  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec  has  found  nothing 
detrimental  to  the  public  morals  in  “The 
Refugee,”  March  of  Time  short  feature 
dealing  with  the  victims  of  the  Chinese 
and  Spanish  wars,  and  of  German  anti- 
Jewish  persecution.  The  film  was  re- 
screened by  the  board  after  a number  of 
complaints  had  labeled  it  “strictly  propa- 
ganda.” It  already  had  been  censored 
once,  and  had  been  showing  four  days  at 
the  Capitol  Theatre. 

Arthur  Laramee,  chairman  of  the  board, 
lefused  to  discuss  the  case,  saying  in  an- 
swer to  a question,  it  was  not  in  the  pub- 
lic interest.  It  was  learned  from  other 
sources,  however,  that  no  changes  were 
made  in  the  film  after  the  second  show- 
ing before  the  board. 

The  film  is  one  of  a series  issued  by  the 
March  of  Time.  Dealing  with  the  6,- 
000,000  refugees  of  Spain,  Germany  and 
China,  the  film  shows  the  arrival  of  Jew- 
ish refugees  from  Germany  in  Britain, 
Belgium,  France,  the  Netherlands,  and 
Switzerland.  Palestine  scenes  also  are 
depicted. 


"Damaged  Goods"  to  Continue 

Toronto — “Damaged  Goods,”  following 
its  Toronto  first  run,  will  go  into  many  of 
the  B&F  and  Hanson  houses.  Grand  Na- 
tional reports. 


Annexing  Two  Enterprises 

Montreal — A radio  broadcasting  station 
and  a restaurant  are  among  improve- 
ments in  preparation  by  the  Classic  The- 
atre, Quebec. 


authorities  argued  over  relief  responsibil- 
ity. Naturally  business  in  Aylmer  has  been 
affected. 

Miss  Prances  Claudet,  former  Ottawa 
fancy  skater  who  has  been  in  Hollywood 
for  the  making  of  an  ice  carnival  feature 
in  recent  months,  was  naturally  one  of 
the  main  attractions  of  the  Ice  Follies  in 
its  two-day  engagement  at  the  Ottawa 
auditorium. 

John  A.  McNeil,  recently  appointed  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Canadian  Press  news 
service  for  all  Canada,  spent  several  days 
in  Ottawa,  where  he  is  well  known  as  a 
newsivriter.  For  years  McNeil  was  a screen 
and  dramatic  critic  and  he  holds  a broad 
view  on  film  entertainment,  his  appoint- 
ment being  hailed  with  enthusiasm  by  the 
theatre  interests. 

The  banning  by  the  Quebec  provincial 
government  of  the  March  of  Time  edition 
dealing  with  the  European  refugee  situa- 
tion brought  patrons  from  the  sister  city 
of  Hull,  Que.,  to  the  Regent  Theatre  in 
Ottawa  where  the  picture  was  being  played 
up  as  an  added  attraction  by  Manager  A. 
Stevens. 
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SUTTON,  ONT. 


HIGH  STREET 

SiMCOE  Theatres 
Limited 


Sutton  West,  Ont. January  2 1st, 193  9 


BOXOFFICE, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Dear  Sirs: 

When  checking  back  on  picture  reviews  I find  I did  not 
receive  November  12th,  1938,  issue  of  your  magazine.  I would 
greatly  appreciate  if  you  could  supply  me  with  the  reviews  for 
this  date  so  my  records  will  be  complete. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  com- 
plete satisfaction  with  your  magazine.  Your  system  of  zoning 
gives  us  the  items  of  local  interest  along  with  everything  really 
worth  while  that  is  happening  within  the  industry. 

Thanking  you,  I am. 


A.C.Noble/C 


Yours  very  truly, 

A.  a Noble, 

Manager, 

Simcoe  Theatre, 
Sutton. 
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Ulster,  Goldstone  Speed 
PeterboTO  Revamping 

Toronto — Sam  Ulster  of  the  Embassy, 
Toronto,  and  Syd  Goldstone  of  the  To- 
ronto Rex  are  pushing  the  work  of  re- 
constructing the  Centre  Tlieatre,  formerly 
the  Royal,  at  Peterboro,  Ont.,  and  were 
enthusiastic  about  progress  following  a 
personal  inspection  a few  days  ago.  The 
6 00 -seat  Centre  is  scheduled  to  open  on 
February  24.  One  of  the  latest  items  to  be 
purchased  is  a full  complement  of  Mar- 
shall spring  cushion  seats  with  metal 
backs. 


gELOW  zero  weather  and  the  coldest  day 
in  many  years  froze  up  local  boxof- 
fices  somewhat,  but,  as  this  is  written, 
milder  temperatures  are  here,  which,  with 
bigger  pictures,  are  pepping  up  a situation 
that  has  somewhat  been  in  the  doldrums 
for  several  weeks  . . . Preparatory  to  the 
annual  Paramount  drive.  Manager  Jack 
Hunter  made  an  extensive  tour  over  west- 
ern Ontario.  Hunter,  incidentally,  tells  a 
good  one  on  his  salesman,  George  Altman. 
It  seems  George  arrived  in  Kapas  Kasing, 
mining  towm,  one  day  last  week.  It  was 
42  below.  George  got  his  contract,  but  the 
ink  froze  in  his  pen. 

Noted  on  Dundas  were  Leonard  Lash  of 
the  Berford  at  Wiarton;  L.  W.  Payne  of 
the  Capitol  at  Listowel;  John  G.  Strathy 
of  the  Brock  at  Whitby  and  Ollie  Stewart 
of  the  Circle  at  Allison  . . . Canadian  The- 
atre Chair  Co.  has  a new  two-tone  job. 
Among  the  first  of  these  chairs  ivent  to 
the  Centre  Theatre  at  Peterboro  . . . Don 
Stapleton  and  John  Hauser  of  the  Centre 
Theatre  at  Ottawa  were  on  the  Row 
a’booking  . . . J.  Frank  Meyers,  RKO 
chieftain  here,  goes  back  in  this  business 
to  1898,  a chance  conversation  reveals  . . . 
Lou  Hoffman,  Perkins  Electric  impresario, 
spent  a few  days  in  northern  Canada  and 
was  the  guest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Korman 
at  Englehart  part  of  the  time  . . . Gregory 
Theatre  at  Georgetown,  Ont.,  has  in- 
stalled new  arc  lamps. 

Robert  Eaves,  manager  of  the  Eglinton. 
locally,  put  over  a most  unusual  campaign 
on  “The  Lady  Vanishes”  . . . L.  J.  Gauthier 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  North  Bay  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Capitol  at  Sudbury 
as  assistant  manager  . . . Stage  shows, 
after  a month  at  Shea’s,  are  successful 
after  a somewhat  rocky  start.  Lack  of 
Sunday  openings  are  keeping  many  of  the 
name  acts  away  from  Toronto,  however. 

Among  exhibitors  in  the  Hermant  Bldg, 
were  R.  T.  (Bob)  Stephens  of  the  Regent 
at  Sudbury  and  R.  Noble  of  the  Simcoe 
at  Sutton  ...  A.  Rappaport  of  the  Holly- 
wood at  Campbellford  also  was  Jioted 
among  the  bookers  . . . Harry  G.  Price, 
general  manager  of  Superior  Films,  has 
returjied  from  a trip  to  New  York,  where 
he  purchased  additional  reissues  . . . 
“Blondie,”  Columbia  picture,  had  a tiein 
with  the  comic  strip  of  the  same  name 
during  its  first  run  at  the  Hollywood  local- 
ly ..  . Tommy  Alvetto  of  the  Alexandra 
at  Rouyn,  Que.,  came  over  to  Toronto  for 
a few  days  on  a personal  visit. 

Opening  of  the  new  Grand  Theatre  at 
Galt  was  signalized  by  an  eight-page  sup- 
plement in  the  Galt  Daily  Reporter  . . . 
Ann  Pennington,  once  wealthy  star  of 
stage  and  screen,  discovered  this  week 
playing  Queen  street  burleycue,  although 
getting  top  billing  . . . Leon  Schlesinger, 
of  Merry  Melodies  fame,  got  a big  hand 
and  two  columns  of  space  in  the  local 
newspapers  when  he  trekked  here  recent- 
ly on  a visit  . . . W.  C.  Tayer  of  Toronto 
is  new  manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at 
Belleville,  succeeding  S.  L.  Balin  . . . Gar- 
net Heatherly  at  London  succeeds  Bill 
Taylor  as  assistant  manager  of  the  Centre 
Theatre  there. 


Happy  faces  ’round  the  Warner  ex- 
ehange.  Reason:  “Angels  With  Dirty 
Faces’’  at  the  Imperial  was  a standout, 
outgrossing  “Robin  Hood,”  lohile  “Dawn 
Patrol,”  at  another  FP  spot,  did  the  same 
thing  . . . Clarence  Robson,  eastern  divi- 
sion supervisor  for  FP,  has  a “tough” 
assignment.  With  the  local  thermometer 
reaehing  new  lows,  Robson  is  on  a month’s 
cruise  of  the  West  Indies. 

Betty  Field  is  a billing  clerk  at  War- 
ner’s. She  wanted  to  have  a “shindig”  at 
her  home.  Only  girls,  and  only  those  girls 
who  are  her  “fellow”  employes  at  Warner. 
So  she  sent  out  a secret  ballot  on  the 
proposition.  She  got  a lot  of  responses 
and  it  was  held.  Masculine  spies  main- 
tained by  Boxoffice  at  Warner  headquar- 
ters say  the  affair  was  a great  one,  despite 
the  absence  of  the  sterner  sex. 

The  George  Schaefer  sales  drive  got  an 
auspicious  start  locally,  after  Sales  Man- 
ager E.  L.  MeAvoy  had  called  a confer- 
ence with  Manager  Leo  Devaney  and  his 
aides.  It  was  recalled  that  the  Toronto 
branch  of  RKO  made  a splendid  showing 
last  year  in  the  Depinet  drive. 

Ray  Lewis,  editor  of  the  Canadian  Mov- 
ing Picture  Digest,  has  brought  suit  against 
Roly  Young,  local  newspaperman,  and 
others,  claiming  that  use  of  the  word 
“Digest”  on  Young’s  fan  paper  constitutes 
infringement  against  her  own  trade  paper. 

Manager  Bob  Eves  of  the  Eglinton  The- 
atre held  “The  Lady  Vanishes,”  eurrent 
choiee  of  critics,  for  a fifth  straight  week. 
The  engagement  is  far  ahead  of  the  house 
record  which  was  made  with  a three  weeks’ 
rim  of  “Storm  in  a Teacup.” 

Abe  Polakoff  and  his  brother,  Lou,  both 
veteran  Toronto  independents,  have  left 
for  a winter’s  vacation  in  Florida,  being 
among  the  comparative  few  who  are  mak- 
ing the  trip  south  this  season. 

Ben  Ulster  of  the  Photodrome  and 
Broadway  Theatres,  Toronto,  and  his 
young  bride  are  back  from  their  lengthy 
honeymoon  in  Florida — looking  the  pic- 
ture of  health  and  happiness. 

Frank  H.  Fisher,  back  in  Toronto  with 
Empire  Films  after  some  months  in  Mon- 
treal as  eastern  supervisor,  is  getting  back 
into  his  stride  in  the  sport  side  as  well 
as  business.  He  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
badminton  players  in  the  country. 

Harry  Priee,  manager  of  Superior  Films, 
Ltd.,  is  releasing  the  re-issue  in  Canada 
of  “Hallelujah  I’m  a Bum,”  starring  Al 
Jolson,  under  the  title  of  “The  Heart  of 
New  York”  . . . Vern  Hudson,  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  has  been  elected  a 
direetor  of  the  North  Toronto  Business- 
men’s Ass’n  and  is  making  arrangements 
for  the  annual  midnight  show  at  which 
merchants  of  the  district  will  give  many 
prizes. 

A.  R.  Morton  of  the  Oriole  Theatre  has 
made  a slight  reduction  in  admission 
prices.  Saturday  matinees  are  now  15 
cents  for  adults  until  5:30,  while  the  night 

(Continued  on  page  126) 


Considerable  interest  in  the  trade  is 
being  taken  in  the  construction  of  the 
Community  Theatre  at  Welland,  Ont., 
which  is  scheduled  to  open  the  end  of 
February.  Abe  Polakoff,  veteran  Toronto 
independent,  is  sparing  no  expense  in 
building  this  modern  streamlined  theatre 
which  will  be  equipped  with  C.  T.  R.  sound 
and  projection  systems  supplied  by  Per- 
kins Electric  Co.,  Toronto.  The  Commun- 
ity Theatre  will  be  opposition  to  the  Capi- 
tol, a Famous  Players’  house,  the  only 
other  theatre  in  a city  of  11,000. 


Ottawa — Francis  W.  Rowse,  director  of 
health  education  for  the  federal  depart- 
ment of  pensions  and  public  health,  Ot- 
tawa, has  decided  to  emulate  the  transient 
operators  of  16  mm  film  shows  by  the 
creation  of  a traveling  unit  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  health  films  in  the  remote  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  the  screen  programs 
to  include  an  assortment  of  scenics  and 
comedies  for  variety. 

The  projected  unit,  which  will  be  me- 
chanized, will  make  use  of  any  available 
halls  in  isolated  areas  and  the  film  library 
will  include  sanitation,  treatment  of  mral 
water  supply,  disease  prevention,  sex  hy- 
giene, facts  about  tuberculosis,  care  of 
babies,  care  of  teeth,  social  diseases,  can- 
cer and  infantile  paralysis. 


Ottawa — A midnight  fire  brought  $5,000 
damage  to  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  Thurso, 
Que.,  30  miles  East  of  Ottawa.  The  pro- 
prietor, Mrs.  F.  Raby,  was  unable  to  ac- 
count for  the  outbreak,  which  occurred 
about  one  hour  after  the  close  of  the  eve- 
ning performance. 

The  Capitol  is  the  only  theatre  in 
Thurso,  site  of  the  big  Canadian  plant  of 
the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Co. 


Toronto — “The  Mikado,”  most  famous 
of  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  operettas  trans- 
ferred to  the  screen,  will  have  its  world 
premiere  at  FP’s  Uptown  here  some  time 
in  February.  It  will  be  released  in  the 
United  States  a month  later  and  England, 
where  the  picture  was  produced,  must 
wait  until  October  before  witnessing  it. 


Health  Director  Plans 
Traveling  Film  Unit 


Premiere  of  "Mikado" 
Is  Set  for  Toronto 


Fire  Does  $5,000  Damage 
To  Capitol  at  Thurso 
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TWENTIETH  CENTTJRY-FOX’s  “Ken- 

tucky”  playing  the  Capitol  received  a 
private  screening  for  members  of  the  local 
jockey  clubs.  A mailing  list  of  these  mem- 
bers was  secured  by  Manager  Harold 
Bishop  to  whom  he  mailed  cards  inviting 
them  to  see  the  show.  A reader  in  the 
sports  column  of  the  Winnipeg  Free  Press 
helped  publicize  the  show.  Splendid  re- 
sults were  received  from  a Kentucky  Derby 
contest  held  in  the  Winnipeg  Morning 
Digest,  turf  paper,  which  also  featured  a 
review  of  the  film  and  an  ad  for  it. 

Manager  H.  B.  Shawn  of  the  Times  has 
been  energetically  publicizing  his  forth- 
coming showing  of  “Professor  Mamlock” 
through  the  medium  of  newspaper  ads, 
posters,  throwaways,  and  letters  to  a large 
number  of  organizations.  The  film,  which 
will  play  the  Orpheum  for  four  days  com- 
mencing February  1,  has  received  consider- 
able attention  from  outside  sources.  Inter- 
est in  the  picture  is  high  in  the  city  as  a 
result  of  a number  of  incidents  which  have 
occurred  here  of  late.  Action  of  the  Ger- 
man consul-general  at  Ottawa  who  wrote 
to  censor  boards  across  the  Dominion  ask- 
ing for  a ban  of  the  film  received  front 
page  notices  in  both  dailies.  While  the  ban 
was  rejected  by  the  Manitoba  board  the 
action  created  considerable  interest.  Also 
propitious  was  the  attitude  of  both  daily 
newspapers  which  have  been  conducting  a 
vigorous  campaign  against  the  statements 
contained  in  a German  language  paper 
published  locally. 

The  westerner,  “Shine  on  Harvest 
Moon,”  in  its  first  Winnipeg  run  at  Hel- 
mer  Jernberg’s  Rio  is  of  special  interest 
to  local  film  patrons  because  its  stars. 
Lulu  Belle  and  Scotty,  featured  on  the 
National  Barn  Dance  radio  program,  ap- 
peared in  the  city  in  person  a short  time 
ago  at  Eddie  Newman’s  Orpheum,  where 
they  played  to  good  business. 

“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  goes  into 
its  sixth  and  final  week  at  the  Garrick  . . . 
“The  Dybbuk,”  Yiddish  drama,  for  which 
M.  Adelman  of  the  Winnipeg  State  owns 
the  Canadian  rights,  opened  at  the  State 
for  a week’s  run  after  capacity  business 
at  the  Mount  Royal  in  Montreal  where  it 
played  for  two  weeks,  the  Toronto  Play- 
house where  it  had  a three  weeks’  run  and 
Ottawa.  The  film  will  be  given  two  mati- 
nees during  the  week.  From  Winnipeg  it 
will  go  to  Calgary  and  then  to  Vancouver. 

“Youth  Marches  On,”  Grand  National’s 
release,  opened  to  good  business  at  the 
Winnipeg  Capitol.  Opening  night  saw  a 
large  party  of  Oxford  Groupers  in  attend- 
ance and  other  parties  have  been  planned 
for  the  week  . . . Cecil  Broadhurst,  former 
Winnipeg  resident  and  star  of  the  film,  is 
making  nightly  personal  appearances  in 
conjunction  with  the  picture  . . . Grand 
National  reports  a growing  demand  for  the 
film  from  numerous  points  across  the 
country. 

Timely  showing  at  Frank  Willis’  Metro- 
politan is  the  March  of  Time  short,  “The 
Refugee”  . . . “Fashion  Forecast,”  a single 
reeler  playing  at  the  Capitol,  enabled 
Manager  Harold  Bishop  to  carry  out  some 


effective  tieups  with  the  women’s  cloth- 
ing departments  of  the  T . Eaton  Co.,  store. 

The  past  present  week  and  the  one  to 
come  see  an  unusually  large  number  of 
non-Hollywood  films  showing  in  the  city. 
These  include:  “The  Lady  Vanishes”  and 
“The  Beachcomber”  at  the  Metropolitan; 
“Strange  Borders”  and  “Lilac  Domino,” 
at  the  Osborne;  “The  Dybbuk”  at  the 
State;  “Professor  Mamlock”  at  the  Or- 
pheum. 

Professor  Gladstone,  who  performs  a 
mind  reading  act  under  the  stage  name 
Mem-O-Rea,  who  recently  played  local 
houses,  made  the  local  papers  with  his 
accurate  prediction  of  a disastrous  fire  in 
the  city  during  the  Christmas  holiday  sea- 
son. Now  Mem-O-Rea  comes  to  the  fore 
loith  another  prediction,  this  time  that 
the  Manitoba  annual  Bonspiel,  scheduled 
to  begin  February  14,  will  be  interrupted 
by  an  unusually  intense  thaw.  While  local 
showmen  do  not  wish  the  bonspielers  any 
bad  luck,  they  are  hoping  that  this  new 
prediction  will  do  something  to  brighten 
up  theatre  business  which  seems  to  be  at 
a pretty  low  ebb  here. 


16mm  Project  Fails  as 
Principals  Are  Sued 

Toronto — ^The  collapse  of  a 16mm  film 
project  had  its  echo  in  the  county  crimi- 
nal court  here  when  M.  U.  Kemmerer 
and  T.  H.  Davey,  formerly  operating  as 
the  K-D  Exhibitoi’s  circuit,  faced  charges 
of  fraud  and  theft,  laid  by  Frank  L.  Rae 
and  John  Shea,  both  of  Hamilton,  Ont.. 
who  claimed  that  the  defendants  had  se- 
cured a total  of  $1,500  from  them  on  the 
promise  of  profits  and  a position  with  the 
traveling  unit  with  which  it  was  planned 
to  tour  the  villages  of  Ontario.  The  busi- 
ness became  insolvent  within  a month,  it 
was  claimed  by  complainants,  the  accused 
declaring  that  part  of  the  money  had  been 
lost  in  the  stock  market. 

The  case  will  be  heard  later  in  the  ses- 
sions by  Judge  Parker. 


^ED  GOULD,  western  division  manager 

for  Regal  Films,  spent  the  past  week 
in  the  Calgary  office.  He  reports  film 
business  of  the  western  prairies  as  gener- 
ally good,  and  excellent  in  spots,  for  the 
first  half  of  the  season.  Gould  goes  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  his  itinerary  taking  in  Port- 
land, Seattle  and  Vancouver,  B.  C.  ere 
returning  east. 

Rosalie  Singer,  young  business  woman  of 
Calgary,  is  flashing  a diamond  ring  on 
the  finger  signifying  an  ejigagement, 
while  Lou  Geller,  branch  manager  for 
Warner  Brothers,  is  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  boys  on  Filmrow. 

Pete  Egan  of  the  Palace  in  Calgary, 
started  the  new  year  with  a weekly  stage 
band  on  Wednesday  nights.  Tying  up 
with  the  hockey  fans,  he  guested  the  local 
team  on  band  night  this  week,  packing  in 
a capacity  crowd. 


jyjOTION  pictures  of  the  International 
horse  shows  at  Aaschen,  Germany, 
and  Dublin,  Ireland,  last  year  in  which  a 
Canadian  military  jumping  team  took  part 
were  shown  at  the  Armouries  in  Regina 
to  accompany  a talk  by  Lieut.  H.  A.  Phil- 
lips, a member  of  the  team. 

Hoping  to  get  some  benefit  from  the  up- 
per balco7iy,  almost  forgotten  in  recent 
depression  years,  Manager  Bill  Novak  of 
the  Capitol,  Regina,  is  plugging  “200  seats 
at  35  cents”  in  evening  advertisements  at 
present.  Novak  is  also  putting  out  a pro- 
grain booklet  every  week  again. 

Vic  Armand,  chief  maintenance  man  for 
Famous  Players  Canadian,  on  another 
tour  of  inspection  of  Alberta  and  Sas- 
katchewan showhouses. 

Just  when  it  looked  that  long  talked- 
of  hockey  game  between  the  Grand  and 
Capitol  theatres  in  Regina  ivas  going  to 
come  off  Sunday  the  Grand  boys  failed  to 
muster  a team  so  the  theatre  men  ar- 
ranged a battle  with  CJRM  radio  staff. 

Two  sound  pictures,  “The  World’s 
Greatest  Wild  Life  Sanctuary,”  dealing 
with  African  wild  life,  and  “Marching  On 
Wheels,”  concerning  the  mechanization 
of  the  Canadian  army,  were  shown  at  the 
weekly  YMCA  entertainment  last  Thurs- 
day in  Saskatoon. 

The  Canadian  Legion  is  sponsoring  the 
showing  of  two  films  “The  Coronation  of 
King  George  VI”  and  “The  Vimy  Pilgrim- 
age” at  numerous  halls  and  small  the- 
atres in  toivns  and  villages  throughout 
Saskatchewan. 


Several  Hanson  Circuit 
Managers  Are  Shiited 

Toronto — Several  shifts  in  the  ranks  of 
Hanson  Theatre  managers  are  reported. 

T.  A.  Mascaro  of  the  Royal,  North  Bay, 
now  goes  to  manage  the  Granada  in 
Hamilton. 

Tom  McKnight  of  the  Granada,  St. 
Thomas,  is  taking  over  management  of  the 
Patricia  in  London,  succeeding  C.  A. 
Smith,  resigned.  Fred  Thompson,  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Patricia,  will  go  in  a 
similar  capacity  to  the  Granada  in  St. 
Thomas. 


Special  "Pygmalion"  Debut 

Toronto — “Pygmalion”  will  be  given  a 
special  sendoff  locally  with  a special  re- 
served seat  premiere  at  Loew’s.  The  film 
follows  “Sweethearts,”  which  will  have  a 
two-week  run. 


J.  M.  RICE  <S  CO. 

Canada  Building  — Winnipeg 
Distributors  for  DTJO  SOUNDMASTER 
Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

The  GOLDEN  VOICE  of  the  SILVER  SCREEN 
All  Other  Theatre  and  Projection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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P.  MacDONALD’s  new  Vogue  Theatre 
in  Sydney,  N.  S.,  is  rapidly  taking  form 
and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive houses  in  the  east.  It  is  expected 
to  open  February  27  . . . Not  a new  the- 
atre but  one  so  completely  made  over  that 
patrons  will  not  recognize  it  is  the  Rose- 
land,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  which  has  been 
undergoing  renovations  for  several  weeks. 
Mayor  N.  W.  Mason,  the  owner,  expects 
to  reopen  it  February  20  or  27. 

J.  M.  Franklin  of  the  Franklin  & Her- 
schorn  circuit  is  back  at  his  desk  again  in 
Saint  John  after  his  serious  illness  . . . 
Jimmy  Coleman  of  the  Strand,  Sydney, 
N.  S.,  is  forsaking  his  bachelorhood  soon. 
The  lucky  lady  is  Miss  Marie  Vallis  . . . 
Miss  Lillian  Daley,  who  had  been  at 
various  times  a member  of  several  branch 
staffs  in  Saint  John,  died  recently  after  a 
brief  illness. 

Bill  Guss  of  Regal,  returning  to  Saint 
Jolin  after  a Cape  Bi'eton  tour,  com- 
mented that  theatremen  are  holding  their 
own  gamely  despite  intense  competition 
from  Bingo  and  hockey,  which  is  having 
a spirited  revival  and  is  drawing  two  to 
three  thousand  people  a match,  chiefly 
because  of  “imported”  players  from  else- 
where in  the  Maritimes  and  from  Upper 
Canada. 

Manager  Wins  Acquittal 
In  $30  Theit  Charge 

Toronto — Eric  Greenwood,  26,  manager 
of  the  Granada  Theatre  at  Hamilton,  a 
unit  of  the  Associated  chain,  was  ac- 
quitted in  police  court  on  a charge  of  steal- 
ing $30  in  the  resale  of  admission  tickets, 
which  resale  was  admitted  by  the  accused. 

The  explanation  was  offered  that  the 
tickets  had  been  sold  a second  time  and 
the  money  placed  in  the  theatre’s  receipts 
to  make  up  a shortage  in  the  cashier’s 
returns  for  the  midnight  performance  on 
New  Year’s  Night  which  was  due  to  loss 
or  theft.  After  the  case  had  been  dis- 
missed, it  was  intimated  by  the  Crown 
Attorney  that  the  decision  might  be  ap- 
pealed on  the  definition  of  theft. 


Toronto  Filmites  Rank 
High  Among  Winners 

Toronto — Representatives  of  the  To- 
ronto film  colony  figured  prominently  in 
the  presentation  of  the  season’s  prizes  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Fairmont  Golf 
and  Country  Club.  The  runner-up  for  the 
club  championship  was  Archie  Laurie  who 
lost  out  at  the  34th  hole  in  the  titular 
final  round,  receiving  both  a handsome 
cup  and  a valuable  cocktail  serving  set. 
Laurie  is  assistant  general  manager  of 
Empire-Universal  Films,  Ltd. 

R.  Auerbach,  manager  of  the  Exhibitors 
Booking  Ass’n,  Toronto,  was  the  recipient 
of  a large  cup  emblematic  of  th^  Fairmont 
Club’s  “B”  group  championship  of  1938. 
The  E.  B.  A.  is  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Ass’n  of  Ontario. 


Lew  McKenzie,  Vitagraph  branch  man- 
ager at  Saint  John,  had  a visit  last  week 
from  W.  Cohen,  Canadian  district  man- 
ager . . . N.  A.  “Nick”  Vassis  has  disposed 
of  his  interests  in  the  Paradise  tea  room. 
Saint  John,  which  he  established  in  the 
early  1920’s,  to  devote  his  full  time  to  the 
Empire  theatres  in  Saint  John  and  Hali- 
fax . . . Miss  “Pat”  Stamers  of  Maritime 
Film  Co.,  turned  chorine  for  her  golf 
club’s  cabaret  show  and  made  a hit  . . . 
Mayor  Frank  Sobey  of  Stellarton,  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Jubilee,  Stellarton,  and 
the  Roxy,  Westville,  accompanied  A.  J. 
Mason  of  Springhill  in  the  Nova  Scotian 
delegation  to  Ottawa  on  coal  industrial 
problems. 


The  cast  of  the  London  Repertory  Co. 
has  been  as  active  socially  in  Saint  John 
as  it  was  in  Halifax,  attending  service  club 
and  theatre  guild  gatherings  and  giving 
aspiring  young  amateurs  tips  on  acting. 
At  one  luncheon  they  were  guests  along 
with  the  Ladybrook  Ladies’  Choir,  an- 
other English  group  that  happened  to  be 
in  Saint  John  at  the  same  time.  Several 
of  the  players  are  known  to  motion  pic- 
ture audiences.  One  of  them,  Vivian 
Gaye,  recently  completed  “A  Girl  Must 
Live”  for  Gainsborough  in  England. 

$30,000  on  Improvements 
For  Regina  Capitol  Set 

Regina,  Sask. — Expenditure  of  an  esti- 
mated $30,000  for  improvements  to  the 
Capitol  Theatre  here  is  contemplated  for 
the  spring  by  Famous  Players  Canadian, 
according  to  Vic  Armand,  Winnipeg, 
maintenance  and  purchasing  supervisor. 

Amand  was  here  last  week  to  complete 
measurements  for  the  new  carpeting  and 
seats.  He  was  met  here  by  S.  A.  Lecht- 
zier,  Vancouver,  managing  director  of  the 
theatrical  division  of  the  LaSalle  Recrea- 
tions, Ltd. 

Current  plans  for  the  Capitol  include  in- 
stallation of  1,850  new  English  seats,  car- 
pets and  air-conditioning  equipment.  If 
conditions  in  the  agricultural  area  look 
improved  this  spring  it  is  also  possible  the 
company  may  authorize  a further  expendi- 
ture for  remodeling  the  entire  front  of  the 
showhouse. 

It  is  hoped  to  start  on  the  new  work 
early  in  the  spring  in  order  to  have  it 
completed  by  the  time  of  the  visit  to 
Regina  of  King  George  VI  and  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

The  reopening  of  the  Rex  Theatre,  in- 
dependent, has  been  set  back  from  mid- 
February  to  March  1.  The  showhouse  was 
destroyed  by  flames  in  September  and  is 
being  rebuilt.  New  seats  are  expected  to 
arrive  February  15.  The  house  is  of  the 
ultra -m.odern  style. 


Book  Superior  Films 

Toronto  — Jim  Davidson  of  Superior 
Films  reports  closing  of  a first  run  on 
“The  Last  Mile”  and  “Tarzan  and  the 
Green  Goddess,”  as  well  as  subsequent 
runs,  during  a recent  trip  to  Ottawa. 


TORONTO 

(Continued  from  page  124) 
adult  price  is  20  cents  to  7:30,  then  25 
cents. 

Jack  Arthur,  manager  of  the  big  Up- 
town, received  a break  prior  to  the  open- 
ing  of  “Moonlight  Sonata”  on  February  2 
when  Reginald  Stewart,  former  Toronto 
theatre  organist,  gave  a piano  recital  over 
the  CBC  national  radio  network  in  which 
he  featured  the  Beethoven  composition 
from  which  the  film  derives  its  title. 

Tom  Daley,  manager  of  the  Toronto 
Imperial,  which  seats  3,436,  swing  into  the 
current  cycle  of  shockers  with  the  Cana- 
dian premiere  of  “Son  of  Frankenstein” 
commencing  February  3 ...  W.  A.  Perry, 
general  manager  of  Empire-Universal 
Films,  Ltd.,  departed  from  Toronto,  Janu- 
ary 31  for  his  semi-annual  tour  of 
branches  out  to  the  Pacific  coast,  calling 
at  Winnipeg,  Calgary  and  Vancouver,  B.  C. 
He  returned  recently  from  the  east  coast. 

Harry  Sedgwick,  who  once  was  to  be 
found  at  the  Toronto  headoffice  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.,  was  elected 
president  of  the  Canadian  Association  of 
Broadcasters.  For  several  years  he  has 
been  managing  director  of  Station  CFRB, 
Toronto,  the  largest  independent  trans- 
mitter in  the  Dominion. 

For  the  first  time  a French-language 
feature  has  played  a whole  week  as  the 
regular  attraction  at  a Toronto  house, 
this  being  “Club  des  Femmes,”  starring 
Danielle  Darrieux,  at  the  Avenue  Theatre, 
owned  by  Messrs.  Goldhar  & Solway. 

Manager  Jack  Arthur  was  host  to  3,500 
juveniles  last  Saturday  morning  at  the  Up- 
town at  a special  showing  of  “The  Dawn 
Patrol”  for  Howie  Wing  cadets  under  the 
auspices  of  Kellogg’s  Corn  Flakes. 

The  Hollywood  Theatre,  Toronto,  pre- 
sented one  performance  Saturday  of  the 
French  picture,  “Pepe  le  Moko,”  this  be- 
ing one  of  a series  arranged  by  Manager 
Ray  Allen  for  the  winter  to  enable  stu- 
dents of  the  University  of  Toronto  to  pol- 
ish “la  langue  Francaise.” 

Anne  Jamison,  a Toronto  contribution  to 
screen  and  radio,  played  to  a packed 
home-town  crowd  in  the  Eaton  Auditor- 
ium with  a vocal  recital  last  Tuesday 
night  . . . Col.  J.  A.  Cooper,  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Distributors  of  Can- 
ada, attended  the  dinner  of  the  Toronto 
Women’s  Advertising  Club  to  hear  Gordon 
Sparling  of  Associated  Screen  News  tell 
of  the  growing  importance  of  commercial 
films. 

Thomas  Mascaro  of  the  Royal,  North 
Bay,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  the 
Patricia  Theatre,  London,  Ont.,  in  suc- 
cession to  Cecil  Smith. 

Tom  Daley,  impresario  of  the  Toronto 
Imperial,  secured  a neat  tieup  on  “Zaza” 
with  Pember’s,  the  leading  beautician  in 
the  Ontario  capital,  featuring  the  Zaza 
coiffure,  Claudette  Colbert  being  pictured 
in  ads  on  the  women’s  pages  and  in  win- 
dow displays. 

Lowell  Thomas,  newsreel  commentator, 
committed  a faux  pas  in  the  current  topi- 
cal at  the  Toronto  Uptown  by  referring  to 
Port  Hope,  Canadian  town  in  the  radium 
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ore  sequence,  as  being  on  the  edge  of 
Great  Bear  Lake  in  the  North  West  Ter- 
ritories only  26  miles  from  the  Arctic 
Circle.  Truth  is  Port  Hope  is  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  62  miles  east  of 
Toronto  and  just  across  the  lake  from 
Rochester,  N.  Y. — some  3,000  mUes  from 
Great  Bear  Lake.  Fred  Trebilcock,  as- 
sistant manager,  quickled  clipped  the  reel. 

Leon  Bishop,  manager  of  the  Tivoli  in 
Hamilton,  40  miles  from  here,  is  regularly 
being  heard  on  the  air  with  his  stage  quiz 
shows  by  executives  at  Famous  Players’ 
head  office.  Charlie  Querrie,  manager  of 
the  Palace  Theatre,  Toronto,  gets  on  the 
Canadian  network  immediately  after  every 
local  pro  hockey  game  with  his  comment 
on  the  star  performers  in  the  ice  battle. 

A visitor  in  Toronto  was  Frank  Mc- 
Carthy, eastern  sales  manager  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures,  New  York,  who  paid  his 
respects  to  executives  of  Empire-Universal 
Films,  Ltd.,  before  proceeding  to  the  Uni- 
versal office  at  Buffalo.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  J.  Jordan  of  New  York. 


A Montreal  Ruling  lor 
Donnacona  Paper  Co. 

Montreal — Justice  A.  K.  Maclean  has 
ruled  in  exchequer  court  here  the  Donna- 
cona Paper  Co.  may  legally  manufacture 
and  sell  acoustical  board  in  Canada. 

The  judgment  in  the  patent  case  also 
held  that  the  Celotex  Corp.  of  Chicago 
could  export  into  Canada,  sound  board 
made  of  begasse  fibre  while  the  Donna- 
cona Paper  Co.  will  make  it  of  wood  fibre 
material. 

The  case  arose  from  an  appeal  by  the 
Celotex  Co.  against  the  right  of  the  Donna- 
cona Co.  to  manufacture  the  sound  board 
in  Canada.  The  Celotex  Co.  claimed  it 
was  licensee  of  patents  for  manufacture 
of  this  material  and  it  was  alleged  it  had 
never  worked  these  patents  in  Canada  on 
a commercial  scale  and  had  refused  a li- 
cense to  a Canadian  concern  to  manufac- 
ture and  sell  the  product  in  Canada. 

Under  the  patent  act  this  failure  to  de- 
velop the  invention  in  Canada  was  con- 
sidered an  abuse  of  exclusive  patent 
rights  which  might  be  remedied  by  ap- 
plication to  the  commissioner  of  patents. 
The  Donnacona  Co.  made  application  and 
the  licence  was  granted.  Maclean  upheld 
this  licence  award  and  assessed  costs 
against  the  Celotex  Co. 


Second  for  "Kildare" 

Hollywood — “Dr.  Kildare’s  Mistake’’  is 
the  second  in  the  Max  Brand  series  Metro 
is  making  dealing  with  the  adventures  of 
a young  physician,  with  Lew  Ayres  and 
Lionel  Barrymore  in  leading  roles. 


Auer  on  "Parade" 

Hollywood — Republic’s  “Hit  Parade  of 
1939’’  will  be  produced  and  directed  by 
John  H.  Auer,  with  Marmy  Seff  doing  the 
screenplay. 


Gets  Seating  Contract 

Toronto — Canadian  Theatre  Chair  Co. 
has  been  awarded  a contract  to  seat  the 
new  Community  Theatre  at  Welland,  Ont. 


INSPIRATION  and  encouragement  for 
“go-getters”  should  be  derived  from  the 
success  of  RKO  in  completing  their  deal 
with  United  Amusement  Corp.  and  Con- 
federation Amusements,  Ltd.  for  the  com- 
ing year.  The  deal  was  arranged  at  a 
conference  between  Jules  Levy,  general 
sales  manager  for  RKO,  and  M.  Plottel, 
province  of  Quebec  manager,  with  execu- 
tives of  the  two  chains.  Last  year  RKO 
supplied  only  the  six  houses  of  the  Con- 
federation Amusements.  The  present  deal 
adds  16  theatres  of  United  Amusement, 
making  a total  of  22. 

“RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  will  open  at  the 
Palace  starting  March  3 . . . Film  Labora- 
tories of  Canada  is  producing  three  indus- 
trial films  for  distribution  in  Canada  and 
the  United  Kingdom.  Jack  Corbett  has 
won  this  week’s  Montreal  Standard  “Movie 
Doubles”  contest  for  his  resemblance  to 
Bing  Crosby  . . . “Muni  to  Quit”  was  a 
local  newspaper  headline,  but  fans  were 
relieved  to  find  that  it  was  not  the  actor 
but  an  alleged  Communist,  who  had  been 
ordered  by  the  provincial  police  to  vacate 
his  premises. 

During  the  first  half  year  of  1938, 
Claude  Neon  General  Advertising  Co. 
showed  a slight  improvement  over  the 
corresponding  period  of  1937,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  break  even  on  the  year’s  opera- 
tions. An  improving  trend  in  1939  is  ex- 
pected to  help  along  the  company’s  earn- 
ings. 

Its  Canadian  premiere  was  given  in  the 
Hollywood  Theatre  to  “The  Jester,”  (Der 
Purim-Shpieler)  a new  Yiddish  talkie 
taken  in  a small  town  in  Poland  where 
it  was  produced  by  Joseph  Green,  who 
gained  world  fame  for  his  production 
“Yiddle  With  His  Fiddle.”  The  film  por- 
trays the  joys  and  sorrows  of  a humorous 
dreamer  and  loanderer  in  Galicia  and  the 
life  of  a little  Jewish  hamlet  there.  A 
week’s  showing  was  given  at  the  Holly- 
wood. 

The  Canadian  Film  Committee  an- 
nounces receipt  of  $8,750  from  the  Im- 
perial Relations  Trust  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  establishment  of  a cinema  library 
in  which  all  Canadian  educational  and 
documentary  films  can  be  found. 

Filming  of  the  Mounties,  or  of  actors 
posing  as  Mounties,  in  romantic  roles  has 
incurred  the  wrath  of  the  commissioner  of 
the  force,  Col.  S.  T.  Wood,  who  recently 
voiced  a protest  against  “the  tendency  to 
expect  the  force  to  be  somewhat  of  a 
traveling  circus.” 

Filmrow  visitors  included  John  Costis  of 
the  Palace,  Granby;  P.  Senecal  of  the 
Goerge’s,  Ste.  Therese;  the  Goldstein 
Brothers,  East  Angus;  Oscar  Thuot  of 
the  Imperial,  St.  John’s,  and  Messrs.  Brock 
and  Laurie  of  the  Princess,  Cowansville. 

Leo  Vardec  of  the  Corona  launched  out 
with  unusually  large  advertising  to  an- 
nounce the  presentation  of  the  all-talk- 
ing French  version  of  “Mayerling”  with 
English  titles,  to  which  was  added  “Vaca- 
tion From  Love.”  The  Corona’s  giveaway 
is  “Queen  Mary”  dinnerware. 

Empire-Universal  inaugurated  the  Uni- 


versal, Republic  and  British  drive  Janu- 
ary 7,  and  already  bookings  are  substan- 
tial. So  far  Monti’eal  leads  Canada  on 
Universal,  with  Toronto  second.  The  drive 
finishes  on  April  29. 

A.  Jeffrey,  Quebec  manager  for  United 
Artists,  ought  to  be  pleased  at  the  recep- 
tion given  locally  to  two  outstanding  UA 
pictures,  “Drums”  and  “Marco  Polo.” 
There  was  keen  competition  in  the  north 
end  when  the  Chateau  played  “Marco 
Polo,”  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  street 
the  Rivoli  played  “Drums.”  Both  houses 
did  big  business.  Joe  Ledden  is  manager 
of  the  Rivoli  and  Nicholas  Klat  manager 
of  the  Chauteau. 

The  Rivoli  and  the  Corona  are  starting 
a dancing  contest  on  February  7 for  the 
championship  of  Montreal  in  which  any 
form  of  dancing  can  be  used  by  contest- 
ants. A nine-piece  orchestra  will  play  for 
the  contests  once  a week  at  each  theatre. 
Last  year  the  Rivoli  staged  a successful 
trucking  contest. 

Larry  Stephens,  manager  of  the  Snow- 
don, is  laying  plans  for  the  celebration  of 
the  second  anniversary  of  the  opening  of 
the  theatre.  A stage  show,  a band  and 
something  novel  in  the  way  of  pictures  is 
promised. 

Gertrude  Lawrence  inaugurates  a five- 
night  engagement  for  “Susan  and  God”  at 
His  Majesties,  February  7 . . . Ice  Follies 
of  1939  made  its  initial  Canadian  appear- 
ance at  Sherbrooke,  then  proceeded  to 
Ottawa  and  Montreal  . . . Megan  Taylor, 
Sonja  Henie’s  British  rival,  is  coming  to 
Montreal  Winter  Club,  March  31  and 
April  1. 

Phil  Maurice,  manager  of  Loew’s,  has 
inaugurated  a new  “Great  Show”  policy, 
bringing  for  the  first  week  Count  Berni 
Vici  and  his  company  of  60  in  the  revue 
“Stars  Over  Broadway .”  A first  run  fea- 
ture and  other  subjects  will  also  be  pre- 
sented as  a small  admission  hike. 

High  school  passes  for  1939  are  now 
available  at  the  Monkland,  Bill  Wright, 
manager,  announces.  Students  get  a re- 
duced admission  rate  on  presentation  of 
the  pass  . . . “Bob”  Edge,  sports  publicist 
and  radio  commentator,  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Anglers’ 
Ass’n  of  Quebec. 


Star  Remembers  Fans 

Ottawa — The  Ottawa  Boys  Club  has  re- 
ceived a framed  autographed  photograph 
of  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  following  the 
recent  visit  of  the  actor  to  the  Canadian 
capital  when  he  visited  the  club.  The 
picture  was  received  through  Mrs.  George 
Pape,  lady-in-waiting  to  Her  Excellency 
Lady  Tweedsmuir,  wife  of  the  Governor- 
General  of  Canada.  Fairbanks  stayed  at 
Government  House  with  Lord  Tweeds- 
muir. 


"Fears"  for  Grainger 

Hollywood — “House  of  Fears,”  a mys- 
tery-melodrama, will  be  produced  by  Ed- 
mund Grainger  for  Universal.  Peter  Milne 
scripts. 
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Making  Ready  in  Regina 
For  Royal  Procession 

Regina,  Sask.  — Local  theatremen  al- 
ready are  making  plans  for  the  large  in- 
flux of  visitors  expected  here  on  May  26 
for  the  visit  of  King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Regina  is  the  only  stop 
in  Saskatchewan  for  the  royal  visitors  en 
route  to  the  Pacific  coast,  although  they 
will  stop  in  Saskatoon  for  a few  hours  on 
their  way  east. 

From  surrounding  provinces  and  from 
across  the  border  in  Montana  and  the 
Dakotas,  over  50,000  visitors  are  expected 
to  come  here  for  the  royal  procession, 
which  will  be  imprisoned  in  film  for  show- 
ing on  local  screens. 

Most  theatres  are  admirably  spotted 
along  the  route  of  the  procession  and  an- 
ticipate collecting  a penny  or  two  from 
would-be  watchers  for  front-row  seats. 
Theatre  men  are  also  cooperating  with 
the  civic  committee  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  visit. 

An  influx  of  motion  picture  crews  is  ex- 
pected here  because  one  of  the  most  color- 
ful parts  of  the  king’s  visit  anywhere  in 
Canada  will  be  his  inspection  of  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police  at  the  training 
barracks  here.  He  is  honorary  commis- 
sioner and  will,  for  the  first  time,  wear 
a “mountie”  unifoi'm,  it  is  expected. 

"Baltic  Deputy"  Is  Made 
Film  Society  Special 

Ottawa — The  National  Film  Society,  Ot- 
tawa, made  a special  feature  of  the  Len- 
film  production,  “Baltic  Deputy,”  at  its 
sixth  performance  of  the  season  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  National  Museum  be- 
fore a large  attendance  of  members  and 
guests.  In  this  connection  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  exhibitors  of  the  Cana- 
dian Capital  had  declined  to  book  the  pic- 
ture but  it  was  eventually  screened  local- 
ly in  a government  building  under  the 
auspices  of  the  society,  although  the  Ot- 
tawa Journal  described  it  as  “essentially 
propaganda.” 

Belgian  and  Canadian  short  subjects 
rounded  out  the  program.  “Flemish  Folk,” 
a scenic  reel,  was  loaned  for  the  occasion 
by  the  Belgian  Minister  to  Canada  while 
the  Canadian  government  motion  picture 
bureau  provided  a local  short  called 
“Ottawa,  Canada’s  Capital.” 

Metro  Renews  Contract 
With  FitzPatrick 

Hollyw'OOd — M-G-M  has  renewed  James 
A.  Fitzpatrick’s  contract  for  another  year 
with  an  option  for  1940-41.  The  short 
subject  producer  is  now  working  on  a new 
series  of  Ti-avelTalks  called  the  “All 
American”  series,  which  will  featm-e  the 
sightseeing  highlights  of  important  cities 
in  the  United  States.  He  is  making  his 
winter  headquarters  at  the  M-G-M  studios 
here  and  may  extend  his  stay  until 
summer. 


Vacation  Is  Over 

Hollywood — Robert  Taylor  has  returned 
after  a week’s  vacation  in  New  York,  to 
start  work  in  Metro’s  “Lucky  Night,”  in 
which  he  co-stars  with  Myrna  Loy.  Nor- 
man Taurog  directs. 


Well-Placed  Scream 


Toronto — The  large  Imperial  Theatre, 
Toronto,  of  the  Famous  Players’  chain 
was  the  scene  of  a spectacular  but  unsuc- 
cessful hold-up  when  Miss  Connie  Dennis, 
cashier,  found  herself  confronted  by  a 
youthful  bandit,  apparently  armed.  The 
young  lady  tlirew  herself  to  the  floor  of 
the  boxoffice  where,  out  of  sight,  she 
screamed  for  help.  The  robber,  non- 
plussed, took  to  his  heels,  followed  by  Wil- 
liam Dawley,  doorman,  who  was  outfooted. 

Within  five  minutes  a police  radio  car 
cruising  the  downtown  district  caught  the 
flashed  bulletin  and,  while  listening  to  the 
details,  caught  a young  man,  giving  the 
name  of  Thomas  Moore  of  Vancouver, 
B.  C.,  who  later  confessed.  The  “revolver” 
which  he  held  in  his  overcoat  pocket 
proved  to  be  an  empty  medicine  bottle.  He 
is  also  implicated  in  a previous  bank  rob- 
bery. 

Miss  Dennis  quickly  recovered  her  com- 
posure, except  for  the  quips  and  gags  which 
have  been  thrust  her  way  by  regular  pa- 
trons which  have  almost  got  her  down 
again. 


Grierson  Urges  Canada 
"Sell"  Sell  by  Films 

Ottawa  — John  Grierson,  documentary 
film  specialist  of  London,  England,  now 
in  Ottawa  where  he  has  been  conferring 
with  Canadian  Government  officials,  has 
come  out  with  a statement  in  which  he 
urged  the  Dominion  to  build  up  a national 
picture  to  emphasize  loyalty  and  to  create 
prestige  and  respect  through  propaganda 
which  would  have  its  roots  in  everyday 
life  of  the  people,  declaring  there  was  big 
drama  behind  the  routine  things  which 
looked  dull  at  first  appearance. 

Admitting  that  Canadian  film  scenics 
were  beautiful,  Grierson  declared  that 
Canadians  should  be  seen  in  their  work- 
ing clothes  and  there  should  be  honesty 
and  humanity  in  the  propaganda.  He  de- 
clared that  the  United  States  had  gone 
through  a “brag  era”  in  which  the  people 
had  boasted  of  the  largest  and  greatest 
material  structures  but  this  had  acted  as 
a boomerang  because  others  had  merely 
laughed.  There  must  be  authenticity  in 
order  to  get  people  to  like  you  and  Can- 
ada would  have  to  plan  carefully  in  film 
propaganda  instead  of  using  the  haphazard 
method  of  sending  out  films.  The  na- 
tional film  board  had  been  created  to  work 
w'ith  the  National  Film  Society  and  this 
step  was  commended  by  Grierson  while 
these  could  work  with  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.  to  attain  Canadian 
greatness. 

Countries  were  trying  to  project  them- 
selves all  over  the  world  but  the  proper 
method  was  essential.  The  voice  of  Hitler 
was  heard  “but  you  never  hear  the  voice 
of  the  German  people,”  he  declared.  The 
visit  to  Canada  of  the  British  King  and 
Queen  would  interest  the  whole  world  but 
it  was  important  to  display  the  human 
side  of  everyday  life  in  Canada. 

Canada  had  been  the  first  nation  to 
make  use  of  films,  this  feature  of  the  Do- 
minion government  having  been  started 
by  the  late  Sir  George  Foster  well  over  20 
years  ago,  and  a large  collection  of  films 


Film  Museum's  Shows 
Viewed  by  30.525 

Ottawa — An  attendance  of  30,525  was 
registered  for  the  series  of  free  film  per- 
formances at  the  National  Museum  of 
Canada  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  annual  report  of  the  de- 
partment of  mines  and  resources.  The 
patronage  for  the  17  shows,  held  Saturday 
mornings  for  juveniles  and  Wednesday 
evenings  for  adults,  was  made  up  of  19,070 
children  and  11,455  grown-ups.  Theatre 
exhibitors  in  Ottawa  are  contending  that 
these  free  performances  fomi  competition 
for  licensed  shows  and  prevent  the  hold- 
ing of  Saturday  morning  shows  in  the 
theatre  during  the  winter  months. 

The  latest  of  the  government’s  free 
shows,  held  in  the  National  Museum,  had 
a Scottish  program  made  up  as  follows: 
“Wee  Scottish  Piper;”  “Bonnie  Scotland,” 
supplied  by  Wholesome  Films  Service, 
Inc.,  Boston,  Mass.;  “Glasgov/  Fair;”  “Life 
in  the  Highlands,”  supplied  by  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.  Two  performances  were 
given,  the  first  at  9:45  and  the  second  at 
11  a.  m. 

This  screen  program  was  repeated  on 
the  following  Wednesday  evening  when 
children  under  16  years  of  age  were  not 
admitted  unless  accompanied  by  an  adult. 


"Sweethearts"  Brings 
Ottawa's  Favorites 

Ottawa — The  current  engagement  of 
“Sweethearts”  at  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Ot- 
tawa, probably  had  something  to  do  with 
the  local  support  for  Nelson  Eddy  and 
Jeanette  MacDonald  in  the  annual  poll  of 
a New  York  newspaper  syndicate  for  the 
most  popular  screen  artists,  these  players 
being  the  voting  choice  of  fans  in  the 
Canadian  capital,  as  conducted  by  the  Ot- 
tawa Journal  whose  campaign  also  had  the 
effect  of  boosting  the  picture.  The  result 
of  the  international  poll  by  62  newspapers 
showed  some  variance  with  the  local  re- 
sult, however,  final  figures  showing  a 
substantial  lead  for  Tyrone  Power,  with 
Spencer  Tracy  second  and  Nelson  Eddy 
third  among  the  male  stars  while  Jeanette 
MacDonald  carried  off  the  honors  in  the 
female  division,  followed  by  Sonja  Henie, 
Myrna  Loy,  Bette  Davis  and  Loretta 
Young. 


"Youth  Marches  On"  as 
Miniature  Roadshow 

Moose  Jaw,  Sask. — The  Oxford  Group  is 
doing  its  release,  “Youth  Marches  On,”  in 
miniature  roadshow  style.  When  the  pic- 
ture comes  to  Saskatchewan  this  month 
it  will  be  accompanied  by  Cecil  Broad- 
hurst,  the  star.  The  picture  was  started 
in  the  New  Empire  youth  camp  in  Regina 
last  summer  and  finished  in  England.  The 
Oxford  film  is  of  the  semi-religious  type. 


had  been  produced.  In  the  United  States 
25  million  people  saw  Canadian  govern- 
ment films  in  a year  and  the  bulk  of  the 
Empire  Film  Library  in  London  was  Cana- 
dian films.  An  excellent  start  had  been 
made  by  the  Dominion,  but  care  was 
necessary  in  drawing  up  a plan  for  the 
future. 
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"Glamor"  Theatres 
Seen  as  Doomed 

Oklahoma  City — “The  day  of  the  sky- 
scraper city  is  doomed  and  the  day  of  the 
glamorous  center-of-town  theatre  has 
passed,”  Dr.  Gus  W.  Dyer,  head  of  the 
department  of  economics,  VanderbUt  Uni- 
versity, Nashville,  told  2,600  delegates  to 
the  Southwestern  Lumbermen’s  Ass’n  con- 
vention here. 

“A  few  years  ago,  before  our  present 
revolution,  we  thought  of  the  distance  be- 
tween our  homes  and  offices  or  jobs  in 
terms  of  so  many  blocks  so  we  paid  high 
prices  for  a few  feet  of  ground  close  to 
our  city  business  sections  for  our  homes. 

“But  we’ve  acquired  good  automobiles, 
fine  roads  and  cheap  gasolines  in  this 
revolution  that  has  done  away  with  this 
conception  of  blocks — now  we  talk  about 
how  much  time  difference  there  is  be- 
tween om-  home  and  our  job,  not  yards 
but  minutes,  and  as  a result  we  can  go 
20  miles  out  into  the  country  and  be  20 
minutes  from  our  jobs,  and  believe  me 
we’re  going  to  the  country;  the  only  de- 
cent place  to  live. 

“That’ll  be  the  doom  of  all  sky  high 
buildings  and  thousand-dollar-a-foot  resi- 
dence properties.  And  when  we  want  to 
go  to  the  movies  we’ll  visit  the  attractive 
little  neighborhood  theatre  within  easy 
reach  rather  than  the  downtown  house, 
farther  away  from  our  homes  and  in  a 
congested  area.” 

International  Seat  Corp, 

In  Two-Day  Convention 

Union  City,  Ind. — Sales  problems,  the 
immediate  and  future  business  outlook, 
and  latest  improvements  made  on  the 
company’s  product  occupied  sales  and 
distribution  delegates  at  the  two-day  an- 
nual convention  here,  January  23-24,  of 
the  International  Seat  Corp.  Representa- 
tives spent  the  second  day  inspecting  In- 
ternational’s manufacturing  plant. 

C.  C.  Koontz,  president,  was  in  charge 
of  convention  sessions,  assisted  by  W.  J. 
Fannin,  vice-president,  and  E.  J.  Pitz- 
maurice,  secretary. 

Present  were;  John  T.  Beasley,  Chicago; 
George  W.  Carr,  Detroit;  Elmer  W.  Foster, 
Minneapolis;  P.  P.  Masucci,  New  York; 
J.  E.  Watson,  Dallas;  J.  N.  Gelman  and 
J.  Kuhn,  Cincinnati;  P.  L.  Prance,  West 
Middleton,  Pa.;  Arthur  Morrone  and  Vin- 
cent Josack,  Pittsburgh;  C.  P.  Packard, 
Minneapolis;  E.  C.  Leeves,  Kansas  City, 
and  Ben  Poblocki,  Milwaukee. 

Heart  Attack  Is  Fatal  to 
New  York  Showman 

New  York — Harry  Shiftman,  47,  veteran 
local  exhibitor  and  nephew  of  the  late  Sol 
Brill,  died  of  a heart  attack  in  his  sleep 
shortly  after  he  and  his  wife  made  up 
part  of  the  crowd  of  good-will  wishers 
bidding  bon  voyage  to  Joseph  M.  and  Mrs. 
Seider  and  Sam  and  Mrs.  Rinzler  off  for 
the  coast,  en  route  to  Honolulu. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Monday  at 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


Flying  G-Men 

Columbia  (Serial — 15  Chapters)  Isf  Chap. 

A top-notch  serial  paced  at  a fast  clip 
that  should  easily  maintain  a steady  box- 
office  clientele  until  the  last  chapter.  The 
serial  is  also  laden  with  fruitful  exploita- 
tion possibilities  allowing  exhibitors  to  get 
off  on  the  right  foot  by  organizing  a 
Flying  G-Men  Club.  The  serial  employs  a 
device  used  with  considerable  success  in 
other  similar  efforts,  namely,  cloaking  the 
leading  figure  in  mystery.  In  this,  there 
are  four  flying  G-Men  who  are  confronted 
with  a ruthless  spy  ring.  In  order  to  deal 
with  the  menace,  one  assumes  a mysterious 
identity  so  he  can  strike  with  the  swiftness 
of  a falcon.  The  result  is  the  Black  Falcon, 
a weird  hooded  figure  with  a speedy  plane 
who  soon  becomes  the  terror  of  all  enemy 
agents.  Leading  roles  are  handled  by 
Robert  Paige,  Richard  Fiske,  James  Craig, 
Lorna  Gray  and  Sammy  McKim.  Ray 
Taylor  and  James  W.  Horne  directed. 


A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

Columbia  (Vanities)  10  V2  Minutes 

This  one  should  go  over  because  of  Pinky 
Tomlin’s  presence.  His  singing  lifts  the 
short  out  of  the  ordinary  class  because 
Tomlin  is  an  entertainer  who  has  con- 
siderable personality.  One  of  his  num- 
bers is  his  latest  composition,  “If  It  Wasn’t 
for  the  Moon.”  The  rest  of  the  entertain- 
ers are  fair.  This  series  can  be  speeded 
up  by  eliminating  the  outmoded  numbers 
done  by  the  chorus.  Or  better  yet,  elimi- 
nate the  chorus.  Others  are  Natalia  Kelly, 
comedienne,  Betty  Atkinson,  dancer,  and 
Ben  Black’s  Hollywood  orchestra. 


Screen  Snapshots 

Columbia  (No.  4)  10  Minutes 

Slightly  dated,  but  this  subject  which  is 
about  football  time  in  Hollywood  should 
prove  interesting  to  film  fans.  It  starts 
off  with  scenes  of  Dick  Foran  and  his 
five-month  old  son;  then  to  former  AU- 
American  John  Mack  Brown  with  his  boy; 
Mickey  Rooney  and  his  M-G-M  Lions  in 
action;  Joe  E.  Brown’s  son  at  work  with 
the  UCLA  varsity  and  concludes  with  clips 
of  a professional  game  at  which  a num- 
ber of  stars  are  in  attendance. 


the  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel.  His  body 
was  cremated.  His  widow  survives. 

Shortly  before  his  death  Shiftman  vir- 
tually completed  plans  for  joining  Repub- 
lic’s foreign  department.  He  was  to  have 
started  this  week. 

Shiftman  spent  most  of  his  business 
career  with  Isle  Theatres,  the  name  of  the 
Sol  BriU  circuit,  which  was  later  changed 
to  Par-Land.  He  resigned  as  operating 
head  when  the  circuit  passed  to  Si  Fabian 
on  the  first  of  the  year.  He  was  well  liked 
and  had  a host  of  friends,  all  of  whom 
attended  the  funeral  services. 


Flat  Foot  Stooges 

Columbia  (Three  Stooges)  17  Minutes 

Among  other  things,  the  explanation  for 
the  title  on  this  short  is  still  somewhat 
cloudy.  Especially  when  the  three  gentle- 
men who  like  to  commit  mayhem  on  each 
other  portray  the  role  of  firemen.  But 
that’s  the  way  they  usually  tackle  their 
comedy  two-reelers,  with  little  rhyme 
or  reason.  It’s  also  difficult  to  determine 
whether  the  proceedings  are  a takeoff  on 
the  Mack  Sennett  comedies  (even  Chester 
Conklin  is  in  this  one)  or  unconscious 
imitation  of  its  more  hilarious  predeces- 
sors. This  one  has  the  usual  slapstick 
with  the  firemen  discovering  a fire  in  their 
own  firehouse. 


Bird  Dogs 

RKO  (Sportscopes)  10  Minutes 

One  for  the  dog  lovers.  Bird  dogs  rate 
as  the  most  intelligent  canines  and  pic- 
torially  they  make  splendid  camera  sub- 
jects. The  dogs  are  shown  in  action  and 
include  the  English  setter,  cocker  spaniel, 
springer  spaniel,  Irish  setter  and  the 
pointer.  They  are  all  pedigreed  and  cham- 
pions in  their  class.  Best  shot  of  the  lot 
is  the  one  of  a dog  pointing  when  he 
sights  a pheasant  partridge.  Early  part 
of  the  reel  depicts  the  way  in  which  these 
dogs  are  trained.  The  latter  bit  of  the 
footage  is  taken  up  in  the  manner  which 
the  various  dogs  go  after  the  birds  with 
the  hunters. 


Community  Sing 

Columbia  (No.  5)  10  Minutes 

Songs  that  the  old  gang  used  to  sing 
make  for  a nice  reel.  The  Sons  of  the 
Pioneers  are  a pleasant  harmonious  group 
and  there  should  be  no  trouble  in  getting 
audiences  to  participate.  They  strike  up 
with  “That  Old  Gang  of  Mine,”  “Oh! 
How  I Miss  You  Tonight,”  “Oh,  What  a 
Pal  Was  Mary,”  “Dear  Old  Pal  of  Mine” 
and  “Gee,  But  It’s  Great  to  Meet  a Friend 
From  Your  Home  Town.” 


Mechanix  Illustrated 

Vitaphone  (Color  Parade)  10  Minutes 

Educational  and  interesting,  these  series 
which  deal  with  manufacture  of  illuminat- 
ing gas  from  coke,  making  flivver  aero- 
planes, modeling  clay  figures  and  how  cos- 
metics are  made  and  applied.  The  color 
is  more  interesting  than  the  subjects,  some 
of  the  items  having  previously  been  done. 


Happy  Birthday 

Columbia  (Scrappy)  6 Minutes 

A brief  cartoon  bit  suitable  for  juvenile 
consumption.  It  deals  with  a surprise 
party  for  Scrappy  and  an  uninvited  neigh- 
borhood brat  who  breaks  up  the  proceed- 
ings. But  she  and  Scrappy  make  up  and 
both  sit  down  to  enjoy  the  birthday  cake. 
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"JESSE  JAMES"  SCORES  WITH  SEVEN  IN  A ROW 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Devil’s  Island  (WB);  Off  the 

Record  (WB)  _■ x.  .......  110 

Memorial — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  His 

Kxcitinsr  Night  (Univ).  2nd  \vk 65 

Metropolitan — Dawn  I^atrol  (WB);  Nancy 

Drew,  Detective  (WB).  2nd  wk 70 

Orjjheum- — Cowboy  and  the  Fivdy  (UA); 

Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col)  125 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  115 

State — Same  as  Orplieum  lOU 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN), 

1st  half  90 

Broadway — Up  the  Kiver  (20th-Fox),  2nd  half.. 100 

Carolina — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  120 

Imperial — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 100 

State — The  Night  Hawk  (Rep),  1st  part 95 

State — The  vStorm  (Univ).  2nd  part 105 

State — Pals  of  the  Saddle  (Rej)),  3rd  part 110 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Sweethearts  (M-G-M).  4th  loop  wk...  85 

Chicago — Zaza  (Para),  plus  stage  show  80 

Gai  rick— The  Dawn  Patrol  (WB).  2nd  loop  wk.  85 
Oriental — Newsboys*  Home  (I’niv).  plus  stage 

show  85 

Palace — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  95 

Roosevelt — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 75 

State-Lake — Blondie  (Col),  plus  stage  show...  85 
United  Artists — Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M).  held  2nd  wk 105 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox».  held  over 130 

Capitol — Kentucky  (20th-Fox).  4th  wk., 

held  over  120 

(drand — 'Zaza  (Para),  2nd  wk 120 

Keith’s — Stand  Up  and  Figlit  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 120 

Lyric — Devil’s  Island  (WB)  120 

Mayfair — 3Ioonlight  Sonata  (Malmar),  held 

over  150 

Palace — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para),  held 120 

CLEVELAND 

Allen— Blondie  (Col).  2nd  wk.,  3 days; 

Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col).  4 days 85 

City — The  Vow  (Foreign)  100 

Hippodrome — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  ....100 
Palace — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  featuring  Joan  I>avis 160 

State — Za/a  (Para)  60 

Stillman — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M). 

2nd  wk 70 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Charlie  (han  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox). 

1st  part  100 

Capitol — Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep).  2nd  part.. 110 

Majestic — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  225 

Melba — Say  It  in  French  (Para) 100 

Palace— There  G<)es  My  Heart  (UA) 95 

Tower — Kentucky  (20th-Fox).  3rd  wk 110 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Kentucky  (20th-Fox).  after  a wk. 

at  the  Denver  135 

Broadway — Stand  Ui»  and  Fight  < M-G-M)  ; 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  at  the  Circus  (RKO),  after 

a \vk.  at  the  Orpheum  110 

r)enham — Bea<'hcomher  ( Para ) 130 

Denver — Thanks  for  Kverything  ( 20th-Fox) , 

and  Major  Bowes’  unit  on  stage 145 

Orpheum — The  Great  Man  Votes  (ItKO);  The 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  105 

1‘aramount — Going  Places  (FX);  Sharp- 
shooters (20th-P'’ox)  105 

Rialto — Dawn  Patrol  (WB).  after  a wk.  at 
each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Nancy 
Drew,  Detective  (WB)  11 « 

DETROIT 

Adams — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ);  Down  on 

the  Farm  (20th-Fox)  85 

Cinema — Grand  Illusion  (M-G-M),  4th  wk 85 

Fox — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage  show  110 
Michigan — I’aris  H<me.Mnoon  (Para); 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  100 

Palms  State — Zaza  (Para),  after  1 wk.  at 

Michigan;  The  I..ong  Shot  (GN)  110 

United  Artists — Stand  X'p  and  Fight  (M-G-M)..  100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — ('alifornia  Frontier  (Col),  1st  half....  60 

Alamo — Thundering  M’est  (Col).  2nd  half 50 

Apollo — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 50 

Circle — Kentucky  (20th-Fox).  5th  wk 150 

Indiana — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  90 

Loew’s — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 80 

Lyric — Off  the  Record  (WB),  plus  stage  show..  90 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  290 

Midland^ — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) ; Homi- 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Jesse  James — Kansas  City 290 

Jesse  James — Dallas 225 

Jesse  James — Kansas  City  215 

Jesse  James  <dual) — Omaha 210 

Jesse  James — L;s  Angeles  and 

Oklahoma  City  200 

Jesse  James  i2nd  wkj — New 

York  180 

Dramatic  School — Cleveland 163 

Paris  Honeymoon  (dual)  — 

Omaha  155 

Kentucky  (5th  wk.) — Indian- 
apolis   150 

Jesse  James — Los  Angeles 150 

A Man  to  Remember  (2nd  wk.) 

— Minneapolis  150 

Idiot’s  Delight  (dual)  — 

Portland,  Ore 150 


Moonlight  Sonata — Cincinnati. ...  150 
EXTENDED  RUNS 

Grand  Illusion,  20th  wk..  New'  York;  4th 
wk.,  Detroit. 

Ballerina,  11th  wk..  New  York. 
Pjgmalion,  8th  wk.,  New  York;  5th  wk., 
Los  Angeles. 

Kentucky,  5th  -wk.,  Indianapolis;  4th  W'k., 
• ’incinnati;  3id  wk.,  L)allas. 

Lady  Vanishes,  The,  5th  wk.,  New  York 
Beachcomber,  5th  wk.,  New  York. 
Sweethearts,  4th  loop  wk.,  Chicago. 

Zaza,  3rd  wk.,  New  York. 

Stand  I'p  ami  Fight,  3rd  wk..  Portland. 
Ore. 


eide  Bureau  (Col)  80 

Newman-  Zaza  (Para)  lie 

Orpheum— The  Great  Man  A'otes  (RKO); 

Torehy  (jiets  Her  Man  (WB)  105 

Tower — Little  Tough  Guys  in  So<icty 

(Univ).  plus  stage  show'  125 

Uptown — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox>  215 

LOS  ANGELES 

Cliinese — Josse  James  (20th-Fox)  150 

Downtown — Off  the  Keeord  (WB);  riKhtiiig 

'Dioroiiglibreds  (Rep)  100 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 100 

Hillstieet — Son  of  rranken.stein  (Univ);  No 

Time  to  Marry  (RKO),  2nd  wk 75 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  75 

I'aramount — Paris  lloneyinooii  (Para),  Judy 

Canova  on  stage  125 

.State — Same  as  Chinese  200 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col); 

Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  100 

Riverside — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Strand — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para;;  Artists 

and  Models  Abroad  (Para)  90 

Warner — Topijer  Takes  a Trip  (UA); 

Pacific  I^iiier  (RKO)  125 

Wi.sconsin — Blondie  (Col);  While  New  York 

Sleeps  (20th-Fox)  85 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster—  Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society  (Univ) ; 

Comet  Over  Bromlway  (FN)  95 

Century — Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  90 

Gopher — There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 100 

Orpheum — Disbarred  (Para),  plus  stage  show.. 125 

State — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  90 

Time — I Am  a Criminal  (Mono) 80 

World — A Man  to  Remember  (RK(J),  2nd  wk.  ..150 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Thanks  for  Kverything  (20th-Fox); 

While  New  Y'ork  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 100 


Loew-Poli — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  Vaca- 
tion From  Love  (M-G-M),  moved  to  the 

College  for  2nd  wk 135 

Paramount^ — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para); 

Say  It  in  French  (Para),  5 days  55 

Roger  Sherman— I>e\ il’s  Island  (WB);  Going 
Places  (FN)  120 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center- — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ)  85 

Globe — If  I Were  I\ing  (Para)  80 

Liberty — lattle  Tough  Guys  in  Society  (Univ)  . 90 

Orpheum — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  125 

Regent — Keep  Smiling  (20th-Fox)  70 

Saenger — Zaza  (Para)  100 

State — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  125 

Tudor- — Secrets  of  an  Actre.ss  (FN) 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — rygmalion  (M-G-M),  8th  wk 115 

Capitol — Shining  Hour  (M-(j-M)  90 

Criterion — Disbarred  (Para)  80 

Globe — The  Lady  Vanishes  (GB),  5th  wk 116 

Paramount — Zaza  (Para),  3rd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  90 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — The  Great  Man  Votes 

(RKO),  plus  stage  show  85 

Rivoli — Heachcoinber  (Para),  5th  wk 90 

Roxy — Jesse  Janies  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  180 

Strand — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

plu.s  stage  show  110 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Jesse  .James  (20th-Fox)  200 

Liberty — Heart  of  the  North  (FN);  Nancy 

Drew,  Detectire  (WB)  110 

Midwest — Zaza  (I’ara),  6 days  80 

Plaza — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 135 

State — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  100 

Tower — Tojiiier  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  100 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Son  ot  Frankenstein  (20th-Fox); 

Aninibel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO) 120 

Omaha— Paris  Honeymoon  (Para);  Flirting 

With  F’ate  (M-G-M)  155 

Orplieum — Jesse  James  (20tli-Fox);  Swing, 

Sister,  Swing  (UniV)  210 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA),  2nd  wk. ..  100 

Boyd — Zaza  (Para),  2nd  wk 75 

Earle — Oft  the  Keeord  (WB),  plus  stage  show 

featuring  Ben  Bernie’s  orchestra  110 

Fox — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  100 

Karlton — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para)...  90 
ICeith’.s — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) ....  90 

Stanley — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  135 

Stanton — Ambush  (Para)  110 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col); 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox) 75 

Barry — Federal  Man-Hunt  (Itep);  Down  in 

Arkansaw  (Rep)  80 

Fulton — I Am  a Criminal  (Mono);  HLs 

Kxeitiiig  Night  (Univ),  5 days 55 

Penn — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  90 

Senator — Kentiiek.v  (20th-Fox),  2nd  d.  t.  wk...l30 
Stanley — Say  It  in  Freneh  (Para);  Hal  Kemp 

stage  show  110 

Warner — Thanks  tor  the  Memory  (Para); 

The  Girl  Donirstairs  (M-G-M)  95 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway- — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA); 

Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN)  100 

Mayfair — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 90 

Orpheum — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Army  (iirl  (Rep)  95 

Paramount — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  Torehy 

Gets  Her  Man  (WB).  2nd  wk.  for  Jesse 105 

T.hiited  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M); 

Broadway  Musketeers  (FN)  150 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  (world 

premiere)  105 

Paiamount — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB)..105 

Studio — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  105 

Utah — The  Ma<l  Miss  Manton  (RKO); 

N’ewsbo.vs’  Home  (Univ)  95 

Victory — Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep);  Federal 

Man-Hunt  (Rep)  100 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M), 

plus  stage  show  110 

Columbia — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  2nd  run....  85 

Earle — Zaza  (Para),  plus  stage  show 75 

Keith’s — The  Great  Sian  Votes  (RKO) 100 

Metropolitan — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para), 

2nd  run  90 

Palace — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  80 
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STARTING 


THE  FIRST  RANGER — Bill  Elliott,  Veda  Ann 
Borg,  Jack  LaRue,  Paul  Everton.  Producer: 
Larry  Darmour.  Director:*  Joseph  Levering. 


WELL  ALONG 


THK  LADY  AND  THE  MOB — Fay  Bainter,  Tda 
Lupino,  Lee  Bowman,  Harold  liuber,  Henry  Ar- 
rnetta,  George  Meeker,  Spencer  Charters.  Pro- 
ducer: Fred  Kohlmar.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff. 
Original:  George  Bradshaw,  Price  Day.  Screen- 
play: Richard  Maibaum,  Gertrude  Purcell. 


COMPLETED 


OUTSIDE  THESE  WAULS  — Dolores  Costello, 
Michael  Whalen,  Virginia  Weidler,  Don  Beddoe,  O 

Charles  Halton,  Pierre  Watkin,  Tommy  Bupp,  O 

Producer;  Ralph  Cohn.  Director:  Ray  McCarey. 


CURIO  CIPHER — Leon  Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters, 
Adrienne  Ames,  John  Smart,  Weldon  Heyburn,  ^ 
Si  Wills,  William  Von  Brlncken.  Producer:  g 
Franklyn  Warner  (Fine  Arts).  Director;  Charles 
Lamont.  Original  Screenplay:  Arthur  Hoerl. 


THE  KID  FROM  TEXAS — Dennis  O’Keefe,  Ruth 
Hussey.  Producer:  Edgar  Selwyn.  Director;  S. 
Sylvan  Simon. 


GONE  WITH  THE  WIND — Vivien  Leigh,  Clark 
Gable,  Leslie  Howard,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
Laura  Hope  Crews.  Producer:  David  O.  Selz- 
nick.  Director;  George  Cukor.  Original:  Mar- 
garet Mitchell.  Screenplay;  Sidney  Howard. 

I.UCKY  NIGHT — Myrna  Loy,  Robert  Taylor,  Doug- 
las Fowley.  Producer:  Louis  D.  Lighten.  Direc- 
tor: Norman  Taurog.  Original;  Oliver  Claxton. 
Screenplay:  Grover  Jones,  Vincent  Lawrence. 
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HOYS’  REFORMATORY— Frankie  Darro,  Lillian 
Elliott.  Producer:  Lindsley  Parsons.  Director: 

Howard  Bretherton.  Original  Screenplay;  Wel- 

TRIGGER  SMITH — Jack  Randall.  Producer:  Rob-  lyn  Totman.  2 

ert  Tansey.  Director:  Alan  James.  Original  AVONG  AT  HEADQUARTERS  — Boris  Kar-  O 

Screenplay:  Robert  Emmett.  loff,  Craig  Reynolds,  Grant  Withers,  Dorothy  ^ 

Tree,  Ivan  Lebedeff,  Morgan  Wallace.  Producer:  O 

William  T.  Lackey.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Original:  Hugh  Wiley.  Screenplay:  Scott  Darling. 


SOME  LIKE  IT  HOT — Boh  Hope,  Shirley  Ross, 
Gene  Krupa  and  Orchestra,  Rufe  Davis,  Judith 
Barrett,  Harry  Barris.  Producer:  William 
Thomas.  Director:  George  Archainbaud.  Origi- 
nal Screenplay:  Laura  and  S.  J.  Perelman. 

THE  AIAGNIFICENT  FRAUD  — Lloyd  Nolan, 
Akim  Tamiroff,  Ellen  Drew,  Patricia  Morison. 
Producer:  Harlan  Thompson.  Director:  Robert 
Florey.  Original:  Charles  G.  Booth.  Screen- 
play; Gilbert  Gabriel,  Walter  Ferris. 


GRACIE  AI;LEN  MITRDER  CASE— Grade  Allen, 
Warren  William,  Kent  Taylor,  Jerome  Cowan, 
Donald  MacBride,  Judith  Barrat,  Horace  Mac- 
Mahon.  Producer:  George  Arthur.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green.  Original:  S.  S.  Van  Dine. 

INVITATION  TO  HAPPINESS— Irene  Dunne,  Fred 
MacMurray,  Donald  O’Connor,  Charles  Ruggles, 
Franklin  Parker,  William  Collier  sr.  Producer: 
Wesley  Ruggles.  Original  Screenplay:  Claude 
Binyon. 


FEDERAL  OFFENSE— Lloyd  Nolan,  Ellen  Drew,  > 
Shirley  Logan,  Robert  Preston,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  ® 
Heather  Angel.  Producer:  Eugene  Zukor.  Di-  S 
rector:  Louis  King.  Original:  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  « 
Screenplay:  William  Lipman,  Horace  McCoy.  O 

c 

2 

H 


THEY  MADE  ME  A SPY — Sally  Eilers,  Allan 
Lane,  Fritz  Leiber,  Peggy  Shannon.  Producer: 
Robert  Sisk.  Director:  Jack  Hively.  Original: 
George  Bricker,  Lionel  Houser.  Screenplay:  Jo 
Pagano. 

A KNIGHT  IN  GHOST  TOWN— George  O’Brien. 
Rosalind  Keith,  Chill  Wills,  Ward  Bond.  Pro- 
ducer: Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave  Howard. 
Original:  Bernard  McConville.  Screenplay: 

Oliver  Drake. 


THE  CASTLES  — Fred  Astaire,  Ginger  Rogers. 
Edna  May  Oliver,  Walter  Brennan,  Victor  Var- 
coni,  Leonid  Kinsky,  Robert  Strange,  Jack  Car-  g 
son,  Donald  McBride,  Esther  Muir.  Producer:  ^ 
George  Haight.  Director:  Henry  Potter. 

PICARDY  MAX  ■ — ' James  Ellison,  Robert  Kent,  5a 
Helen  Wood,  John  Wray,  Brandon  Tynan,  June  ^ 
Clayworth,  Joseph  Crehan.  Producer:  Cliff  O 
Reid.  Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Original:  Har-  q 
old  Shumate.  Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate, 
David  Silverstein. 


MEXICALI  ROSE — Gene  Autry,  Luana  Walters, 
Noah  Beery,  Smiley  Burnette.  Producer:  Harry 
Grey.  Director:  George  Sherman.  Original 
Screenplay:  Gerald  Geraghty. 


MAN  OF  (’ONQUEST— Richard  Dix.  Gail  Pat- 
rick, Edward  Ellis,  George  Hayes,  Ralph  Mor- 
gan, Joan  Fontaine.  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Victor 
Jory,  Robert  Barrat.  Max  Terhune.  Producer: 
Sol  C.  Siegel.  Director:  George  Nicholls  jr. 
Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate,  Mary  McCall  jr. 


ROUGH  RIDER  PATROL  — Roy  Rogers,  Marj'  50 
Hart,  George  Meeker,  Raymond  Hatton,  Eddie  W 
Acuff,  Dorothy  Sebastian.  Producer:  Joe  Kane.  2 
Director:  Joe  Kane.  Original  Screenplay:  Jack  m 
Natteford.  t-* 

O 


SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES— Shirley  Temple, 
Randolph  Scott,  George  Sanders,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Victor  Jory,  Johnny  Ridewell,  J.  Farrell 
MacDonald.  Producer:  Kenneth  Macgowan.  Di- 
rector: Walter  Lang. 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  RENO — Sidney  Toler,  Louise 
Henry,  Edward  Morris.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel. 
Director:  Norman  Foster.  Original:  Earl  Derr 
Diggers. 


THE  GORILLA — The  Ritz  Brothers,  Anita  Louise, 
Patsy  Kelly,  Kane  Richmond,  Joseph  Calleia, 
Bela  Lugosi,  Lionel  Atwill,  Wally  Vernon.  Pro- 
ducer: Harry  Joe  Brown.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 
Original:  Ralph  Spence.  Screenplay:  Rian 

James,  Sid  Silvers. 

STANLEY  AND  LIVINGSTONE— Spencer  Tracy, 
Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Greene,  Walter  Brennan, 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke.  Producer:  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan. Director:  Henry  King.  Screenplay: 
Julien  Josephson,  Philip  Dunne. 


CAPTAIN  FURY  — Brian  Aherne,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  June  Lang,  Paul  Lukas.  John  Carra- 
dine,  George  Zucco.  Producer:  Hal  Roach.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Z.  McLeod.  Original:  Jack 
Jevne.  Screenplay:  Jack  Jevne,  W.  P.  Lips- 

comb, Grover  Jones. 
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MURDER  IN  THE  SURGERY— Bruce  Cabot.  Helen 
Mack,  Constance  Worth,  Mabel  Todd,  Addison 
Richards.  Producer:  Irving  Starr  (Crime  Club 
Productions).  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 


RISKY  BUSINESS  — * George  Murphy,  Dorothea 
Kent.  Producer:  Burt  Kelly.  Director:  Arthur 
Lubin.  Original  Screenplay:  Charles  Grayson. 

KEY  'WOIAN  — Preston  Foster,  Irene  Hervey, 
Frank  Jenks,  Fred  Keating.  Producer:  Ken 
Goldsmith.  Director:  Joe  May.  Original:  Joseph 
Henry  Steele.  Screenplay:  Arthur  Herman. 


YOU  CAN’T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN— W.  C. 

Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy,  Frank 
Jenks,  Grady  Sutton.  Producer:  Lester  Cowan. 
Director:  George  Marshall:  Original:  Charles 
Boyle.  Screenplay:  George  Marion  jr. 


EACH  DAWN  I DIE — James  Cagney,  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, Fred  MacMurray,  Maxie  Rosenbloom,  Jane 
Bryan.  Producer:  David  Lewis.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Keighley.  Original:  Jerome  Odium.  Screen- 
play: Warren  Duff. 

NANCY  DREW— TROUBLE  SHOOTER— Bonita 
Granville,  John  Litel,  Frankie  Thomas.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  William  Clemens. 
Original:  Carolyn  Keene. 


JUAREZ — Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis,  Brian  Aherne. 
Claude  Rains,  John  Garfield,  Gilbert  Roland, 
Montagu  Love,  John  Miljan.  Producer:  Henry 
Blanke.  Director:  William  Dieterle. 
CONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY— Edward  G. 
Robinson,  George  Sanders,  Dorothy  Tree,  Lya 
Lys,  Francis  Lederer,  Paul  Lukas.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak.  Screen- 
play: Milton  Krims,  Leon  Turrou. 
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Double  Duty  Selling — 

New  York — First  of  the  500  twenty-four 
sheets  which  will  blanket  four  southern 
states — Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
and  Alabama — in  Paramount’s  tieup  with 
the  Pan-American  Petroleum  Corp.  Other 
Paramount  p>ersonalities  will  be  featured 

Display  Signs,  Fur  Tie 
By  Milton  A.  Harris 

Cleveland — Milton  A.  Harris,  director 
of  publicity  here  for  Loew’s  Theatres, 
placed  an  easel-type  display  sign  at  16 
local  magazine  stands  and  in  downtown 
hotel  lobbies,  announcing  a limerick  con- 
test in  conjunction  with  “Paris  Honey- 
moon,’’ currently  at  the  Loew’s  State. 

Harris  also  tied  up  with  the  I.  J.  Fox 
Fur  Co.,  whereby  the  company  offered  a 
fur  coat  as  one  major  prize.  The  fur 
company  announced  the  contest  in  news- 
papers. 

Noble  Renews  Successful 
Sunday  Radio  Program 

Oklahoma  City  — Following  a 13-week 
test  of  a Sunday  radio  program,  T.  B. 
Noble  jr..  State  Theatre  manager,  has  re- 
newed his  contract  for  another  13  weeks. 
The  weekly  five-minute  presentations  are 
carried  over  WKY  between  12:30  and  1 
o’clock. 

'The  program  consists  of  a sketch  based 
on  the  weekly  feature  at  the  State.  Plugs 
are  worked  into  the  sketch,  which  is 
designed  to  catch  and  hold  listener 
interest. 


"Fliers'  Breakfast"  for 
"Wings  of  the  Navy" 

Philadelphia — In  giving  “Wings  of  the 
Navy’’  a big  sendoff,  a “fliers’  breakfast” 
was  staged  here  by  Warner  Bros. 

All  sportsmen-fliers  in  this  territory 
were  invited  to  the  Camden  airport  for 
breakfast  at  Weber’s  Hofbrau.  After 
breakfast,  a preview  of  the  picture  was 
shown. 


each  month  in  conjunction  with  the  pic- 
ture in  which  they  are  appearing.  The 
campaign  includes  distribution  of  500,000 
Movie  News  magazines  at  Pan-American 
stations,  window  displays  and  newspaper 
advertising  in  these  four  states. 

Kiddie  Art  Competition 
For  Disney  Interest 

Chicago — Cliildren  under  12  years  old, 
who  have  been  attending  the  regular  chil- 
dren’s weekly  entertainment  programs  at 
the  Esquire  'Theatre  every  Saturday  morn- 
ing have  been  invited  to  enter  an  art 
competition  of  their  own. 

Original  Walt  Disney  drawings  are  on 
display  now  at  the  theatre  and  the  chil- 
dren may  inspect  these  and  then  try  their 
own  skill  at  drawing  the  Disney  characters. 
First  and  second  awards  will  be  original 
Disney  pictures,  with  11  other  prizes  of- 
fered. 

The  competition  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Women’s  Exchange  of  Chicago. 


Dramatic  Critic  Gag  Nets 
Theatre  Many  Plugs 

Chicago — Tom  Gorman,  who  is  out  here 
from  the  east  pinch-hitting  as  district 
manager  and  publicity  manager  for  RKO 
theatres,  did  an  outstanding  job  when  he 
started  a gag  of  offering  the  Chicago 
American's  drama  critic,  Ashton  Stevens, 
$4,000  for  a proposed  week’s  engagement 
at  the  RKO  Palace  here. 

Since  then  numerous  feature  stories  have 
been  carried  in  the  American  and  all  con- 
tinue to  plug  the  Palace. 

Incidentally,  since  he  has  been  here 
Gorman  has  been  responsible  for  numerous 
space-grabbing  stunts. 


All  for  "Gunga  Din" 

New  York — A “Gunga  Din”  press  book 
of  gigantic  size  has  been  turned  out  by 
RKO  Radio’s  advertising  and  publicity 
department  headed  by  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick. The  book  tops  any  turned  out  by 
RKO  in  two  years. 


West  Salem  Makes 
A Point  Clear 

West  Salem,  Ohio — The  direct  relation 
between  local  theatres  and  merchants  is 
clearly  demonstrated  here  where  32  mer- 
chants are  underwriting  a theatre  to  dis- 
courage the  population  from  going  to 
neighboring  towns  for  their  amusement 
and  merchandise. 

West  Salem  has  no  theatre  of  its  own. 
While  its  population  record  lists  only  645 
people,  it  draws  from  a surrounding  popu- 
lation of  10,000.  West  Salemites  have  been 
traveling  seven  miles  to  Lodi,  13  miles  to 
Ashland  and  14  miles  to  Wooster  for  film 
entertainment. 

Merchants,  realizing  West  Salemites 
have  become  accustomed  to  buying  things 
other  than  amusement  while  out  of  town, 
are  sponsoring  the  opening  of  the  Town 
Hall  one  night  weekly. 

Irving  Fields  of  Cleveland,  in  charge  of 
the  show,  has  inaugurated  an  original 
policy.  He  doesn’t  try  to  compete  with 
neighboring  towns  playing  the  current 
season’s  product.  Instead,  he  shows  out- 
standing productions  of  the  past.  The  pol- 
icy is  being  generously  supported. 

TTie  shows  are  single  feature  and  on 
Saturday  night  only.  Admission  is  20  cents. 


A Talent  Hunt  Conducted 
By  Warner  in  Philly 

Phhadelphia — A talent  hunt  is  being 
conducted  by  the  local  Warner  circuit 
with  two  film  contracts,  a stage  engage- 
ment, a radio  engagement  and  $1,600  in 
cash  prizes  offered  as  bait. 

The  tests  will  be  held  at  five  key  neigh- 
borhood houses — the  Kent,  Alhambra,  Al- 
legheny, Oxford  and  Frankford — with  a 
possibility  that  the  Strand  and  Cross  Keys 
may  also  join.  AU  of  the  circuit’s  local 
houses  will  plug  the  stunt  with  lobby  dis- 
plays and  trailers. 

A tieup  has  been  made  with  the  Daily 
News,  local  tabloid,  and  Radio  Station 
WFIL.  The  contest  will  last  nine  weeks. 


New.  Direct  Approach  for 
Wangers  "Stagecoach" 

New  York — ^United  Artists  has  contract- 
ed for  double  size  street  car,  bus  and  ele- 
vated railway  cards  in  111  cities,  in  a 
new  merchandising  step  for  Walter  Wan- 
ger’s  “Stagecoach”  during  the  week  of 
February  17. 

'The  direct-to-public  campaign  is  expect- 
ed to  reach  23,000,000  rides  daily. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have 
the  theatre  playing  “Stagecoach”  snipe 
the  playdate  and  the  theatre’s  name  on 
the  card  in  each  city. 
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Hair-Raising  Stunt 
Arouses  Barbers 

Claremore,  Okla. — When  25  Claremore 
men  rushed  to  join  the  “Jesse  James  Gang” 
promoted  by  Turner  Morrisett,  manager 
of  the  Yale  Theatre,  barbers  of  this  town 
went  on  strike  and  began  picketing  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  theatre  with 
signs,  “This  Theatre  Unfair  to  Local  Bar- 
bers.” 

The  gang  was  a stunt  for  the  20th-Fox 
picture,  “Jesse  James,”  with  membership 
open  to  any  and  all  men  who  agreed  not 
to  shave  or  have  their  hair  cut  until 
February  9 when  the  run  of  the  picture 
began  at  the  theatre.  In  return  they  were 
given  freedom  of  the  theatre  during  that 
time  and  the  man  with  the  best  brush 
was  to  receive  a free  shave  on  the  stage 
as  well  as  a free  razor. 

But  instead  of  the  picketing  slowing 
down  the  club,  its  fame  spread  to  Oologah, 
and  a branch  was  started  there  with  Bill 
Hoge,  mayor,  chief  of  police,  postmaster, 
editor  and  the  barber  heading  the  list. 

Morrisett  refused  to  stop  the  club  at 
the  request  of  the  barbers,  and  the  picket- 
ing started  in  earnest. 


Showmanship  Is 
The  Thing 

Dallas — "It's  the  sizzle  that  sells  the 
steak,  and  it's  the  first  ten  words  of 
an  ad  that  sell  any  piece  of  goods,  in- 
cluding drinks." 

In  other  words,  showmanship's  the 
thing  in  merchandising  wares.  At  least, 
that's  the  way  bottlers  of  Texas,  in  con- 
vention here  recently,  think. 


It  Pays  to  Know  Model 
Makers  of  Airplanes 

Providence — A model  plane  valued  at 
$300  with  a six-foot  wing  spread  and  a 
gasoline-propelled  motor  making  it  capa- 
ble of  actual  flight,  was  one  of  several 
Albert  J.  Clarke,  manager  of  the  Carlton 
here,  assembled  for  a window  display  in 
the  local  downtown  section  for  the  ex- 
tended run  of  Warner’s,  “Dawn  Patrol.” 

Other  theatre  managers  will  find  ac- 
quaintanceship with  model  plane  build- 
ers in  their  own  communities  helpful  in 
putting  across  aviation  films. 


He  "Stumbled"  on 
A Good  Stunt 

Hillsboro,  Tex. — C.  W.  Taylor  of  the 
Texas  Theatre  here  writes  Boxoffice  he 
has  “stumbled”  onto  one  of  the  best  busi- 
ness-builders, for  boys  and  girls  in  his 
experience  which  is  also  proving  a splen- 
did goodwill  builder  among  grown-ups  in 
this  community. 

His  promotion  takes  the  form  of  a 
“Bicycle  Safety  Club”  for  boys  and  girls 
from  6 to  16  years  of  age,  with  its  pur- 
pose to  further  safety  on  the  streets. 

To  be  eligible  for  membership,  it  isn’t 
necessary  for  one  to  own  a bicycle.  Bi- 
cycle racks,  however,  have  been  placed  at 
schools  by  Taylor  for  those  owning  them. 

Once  a month  members  of  the  safety 
departments  here  and  of  large  cities  near- 
by talk  to  the  425  members  (Hillsboro’s 
total  population  is  only  7,823)  at  a meet- 
ing held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Texas. 
Other  speakers,  from  time  to  time,  are 
the  local  mayor,  ministers,  business  men, 
and  members  of  the  local  Red  Cross  unit. 

When  Taylor  wrote  Boxoffice,  we  won- 
der if  he  really  meant  the  word  “stumble.” 


NUGGETS 


Engine  Display  Boosts  "Liner" — 


-Metropolitan  Photo 


^AVE  MARTIN,  Paramount  manager  in 
Hollywood,  marked  the  anniversary  of 
his  theatre  by  distributing  medallions  to 
the  customers  passed  by  cashier  with 
change.  Cost  of  medallions  was  promoted 
by  selling  ad  space  on  the  back  of  mis- 
cellaneous heralds  to  merchants. 

• 

A flying  student  from  Watertown,  N.  Y., 
was  sent  by  Garson  Jaffa,  manager  of  the 
Avon,  to  New  York  for  a -print  of  “Dawn 
Patrol.”  The  stunt  earned  newspaper 
space. 

• 

Another  way  of  promoting  the  cost  of 
programs  is  being  utilized  by  A1  Simon, 
manager  of  the  Inwood,  Forest  Hills,  L.  I., 
who  sells  the  back  page  of  his  weekly 
theatre  program  to  neighborhood  mer- 
chants with  good  results. 

• 

That  “Boy  Slaves”  is  also  an  indictment 
of  child  labor  is  stressed  in  a letter  sent 
by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice-president,  to 
all  exhibitors,  circuit  officials  and  house 
managers  on  RKO’s  sales  promotion  list. 

• 

“Recess  Time,”  a 30-minute  juvenile 
radio  program  conducted  on  Saturdays 
by  the  State  in  Portland,  Me.,  in  con- 
junction with  WCSH,  is  proving  increas- 
ingly popular. 


New  York — Entire  lobby  of  Rialto  here 
was  devoted  to  RKO’s  “Pacific  Liner.” 
Stressing  boxoffice  appeal  from  every  angle, 
an  exact  scale  of  a modem  Diesel  turbine 
engine  was  placed  in  the  center  of  the 
display.  The  engine  was  enclosed  in  a 
glass  case  borrowed  from  the  Federal 


Shipbuilding  Corp.  in  which  was  contained 
a bell  buzzer  to  add  to  its  effectiveness. 
The  oval  aperture  in  the  center  showed 
continually  a silent  trailer.  Highlight  of 
the  still  splash  were  still  enlargements  of 
Chester  Morris  and  Victor  McLaglen  on 
background  of  copper  leaf. 
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• Classified  Ads  lOc  Per  Word.  Payable  in  Advance, 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


IT’S  TIME  TO  BUY  YOUR  THEATRE 
EQUIPMENT  NEEDS  ON  EASY  TIME- 
PAYMENTS.  Plan  open  to  reliable  ex- 
hibitors. Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


LIMITED  NUMBER  genuine  DeVry 
Portable  Sound  Projectors,  35mm,  2,000 
ft.  and  15- watt  amplifiers.  Completely  re- 
conditioned and  factory  guaranteed. 
Quick  disposal  price.  DeVry  Corp.,  1111 
Armitage  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


WANTED  — 200  used  chairs;  used 
screen;  aisle  runners.  Lytton  Tlieatre,  Lyt- 
ton,  Iowa. 


FOR  SALE  — Pair  DeVry  standard 
sound  projectors.  Complete  equipment. 
Guaranteed.  $400.00.  Edgar  Churchill, 
Raritan,  111. 


FILM  WANTED 


RELIGIOUS  FEATURES— 16mm  S.O.F. 
Have  action  features  for  trade.  B-1080, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


WANT — Roadshow  picture;  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Kentucky.  State  rights.  Give  de- 
tails. B-1088,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SCREEN  GAMES 


ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


17,431  PEOPLE  CAN  SIT  COMFORT- 
ABLY ON  THESE  USED  VENEER,  uphol- 
stered theatre  seats.  Top  value,  75c  up. 
Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY — 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co.. 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


BARGAIN — Complete  soimd  system  for 
small  theatre;  priced  for  quick  sale.  Box 
2076,  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


ACCOUNTING  SYSTEMS 


BRYSON  THEATRE  RECORD  LEDGER. 
Stop  guess  work  with  this  easy  complete 
system.  Prepaid  for  $3.00  check,  (jeorge 
Fosdick,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


BOOKS 


FREE— Tlie  1938-39  Pic  ure  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St , Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HELP  WANTED 


DISTRIBUTORS  WANTED— Several  lo- 
calities for  Sensational  “Priscilla  Parker” 
Cosmetics  Theatre  Gift  Deal.  See  our  dis- 
play advertisement  in  this  issue.  Requires 
opening  office  in  Major  Film  Center  and 
devoting  full  time  to  our  line.  Only  men 
familiar  with  theatre  procedure  considered. 
Attractive  commissions,  exclusive  territory, 
thorough  cooperation.  No  drawing  ac- 
coimts.  We  are  now  operating  successfully 
in  eleven  states.  State  your  qualifications. 
Parker  Bouldin  Co.,  128  E.  10th  St.,  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 


POSmONS  WANTED 


OPERATOR,  five  years’  experience, 
wants  position.  Dependable.  George  Ray, 
Plainview,  Texas. 


PROJECTIONIST  OR  MANAGER— Ef- 
ficient in  both,  long  experience.  B-1081, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 18  years’  experience, 
best  references.  Married,  sober  and  de- 
pendable. Andrew  Scardino,  Box  307, 
Taylor,  Tex. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — 'Theatre,  300  seats,  excellent 
location  in  Chicago;  low  rental.  B-1087, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


OLD  ESTABLISHED  1,500-seat  theatre; 
100%  downtown  location;  now  operating 
combination  stage  and  pictures;  last  year’s 
gross  over  $1,100  per  week.  Western  Elec- 
tric sound  house;  perfect  condition.  Price — 
$7,500.  Ed  Mapel,  Tivoli  Theatre,  Denver, 
Colo. 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE.  Modem.  Mc- 
Kinney Co.,  Springfield,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


WANTED — Small  town  picture  show  in 
Oklahoma.  Give  all  details  in  first  letter. 
B-1086,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabaih  Ava.  Chicago,  III. 
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This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  34  9028 

Adventures  of  Hueltlel>erry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden  (4VB).  321 
Affairs  of  Annabel  (KKO) 

July  16  903 

Alexander’s  Kagrtime  Band  (30th- 

Fox)  June  4 903 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 ,3830 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (KKO) 

Oct.  32  908 

Arizona  Legion  (KKO)  Jan.  14.  . 982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  939 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8.3806 
Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  26 3812 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

B 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para) 

Beauty  for  the  Asking  (KKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Billy  the  Kid  Keturns  (Kep) 

Sept.  3 851 

Black  Bandit  (Univ)  Nov.  5.... 3051 
Block-Heads  (M-G-M)  Aug.  20.  . 844 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 9011 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) . . . 

Boy  Meets  Girl  (WB)  July  30.  ..  .303 
Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4.... 

Boy  Slaves  (KKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boys  Town  (M-G-M)  Sept.  10...  902 
Breaking  the  Ice  (KKO)  Sept.  3 845 
Broadway  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  29  368 

Brother  Kat  (FN)  Oct.  32 355 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

c 

Cafe  Societ.v  (Para) 

California  Frontier  (tnl) 

Dec.  24  8206 

Campus  Confessions  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3803 

Carefree  (KKO)  Sept.  .3 837 

Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat’i) 

reissue  

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 928 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  917 

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29....  312 
Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29.  . 909 

Colorado  Trail  (Col)  Nov.  5 8208 

Come  On  Kangers  (Kep)  Dec.  3..  818 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN) 

Dec.  17  .370 

Convicted  (Col)  Sept.  3 8039 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono) 3823 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 

Nov.  26  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

Crime  Over  London  (GB) 

Aug.  13  8007 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col) 

May  7 9031 

D 

Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Oct.  29  230 

Dark  Kapture  (Univ)  Oct.  15.... 3041 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  34 .303 

Desperate  Adventure  (Kep) 

July  30  7013 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 313 

Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 3818 

Dowti  in  Arkansaw  (Kep) 805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  920 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  15  915 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 3854 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 
Durango  Valley  Kaiders  (Kep).. 7128 

E 

Exile  Express  (GN) 301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 30,32 

F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M) 934 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (Kep) 

Jan.  14  830 

Fiddlin’  Buckaroo  (Univ)  reissue. ,3058 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Kep) 

Jan.  21  808 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (KKO) 844 


Five  of  a King  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9026 

Flirting  With  Fate  (IM-G-M) 

Dec.  3 914 

Forged  Passport  (Kep) 

Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20..  353 
Four  Girls  in  IVhite  (M-<S-M) 

Jan.  21  921 

Four’s  a Crowd  (WB)  .July  30.  . . 306 

Freshmau  Year  (Univ)  Aug.  27.. 3025 

Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

F’rontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  325 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col) 9212 

F'rontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26.... 38.56 
Fugitives  for  a Night  (KKO) 

Oct.  1 903 

G 

Gambling  Shii)  (Univ)  Dec.  24  . 3023 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10.... 3818 
Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12.. 3801 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN) 

Jul.v  30  358 

Ghost  Town  Kiders  (Univ) 30.54 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29..  .369 

Girls’  .Scliool  (Col)  Oct.  1 8012 

Give  Me  a Sailor  (Para)  Jul.v  30  . 3749 
Gladiator,  The  (Col)  Aug.  20..  . 8011 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 3.59 

Great  Man  Votes  (KKO)  Jan.  14  91.3 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12..  908 

Guilty  Trails  (Univ)  3052 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Gunga  Din  (KKO)  .Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (MB)  Nov.  12 310 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dec.  17  363 
Higgins  Family  (Kep)  Sept,  10  . 7015 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Dec.  10  3036 

Hold  That  Coed  (30th-Fox) 

Sept.  17  907 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Kep) ....  842 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  922 

Honor  of  the  IVest  (Univ) 30.55 

I 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3812 
I Am  the  Law  (Col)  Aug.  27.  . . .8005 
I Stand  Accused  (Kep)  Oct.  22..  806 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M)....  925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  930 

If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1...3810 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5.  . .3809 

In  Early  Arizona  (Col) 9311 

In  Old  Mexico  (P,ara)  Aug.  6... 3855 
Inside  Story  (20th-Fox) 

I 

■Jesse  .James  (20th-F\)x)  .Jan.  21..  931 
.Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th- 

Fox)  Nov.  5 915 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  17... 8036 

K 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  24...  923 

Key  Woman  (Univ)  

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para)  Oct.  8 . 3804 
King  of  the  Arena  (Univ)  reissue  . 30.59 

King  of  the  Sierras  (GN) 231 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

I, ady  Ob.iects  (Col)  8015 

J, ady  Vanishes  (WB)  Oct.  15... 8010 

I. ast  Express  (Univ)  Oct.  22.... 3028 
Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3037 
Law  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29,8285 

J. aw  M’est  of  Tombstone  (KKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

I,awiess  Valley  (KKO)  Nov.  5.  . . 981 

Let  Us  Jjive  (Col) 

Listen  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  33..  904 

I. ittle  Adventuress  (Col) 9020 

Little  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  .3  3814 

J. ittle  Pal  (Mono) 3838 

l.ittle  Tough  Gu.vs  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  26 3011 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

.Jan.  28  

I,ong  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  .31 313 

Love  Affair  (KKO) 

M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (KKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Man  From  Music  5Iountain 

(Kep)  Aug.  13  7104 

Man  to  Kemember  (KKO)  Oct.  8 905 
Man  With  100  Faces  (GB) 


Nov.  19  8008 

Marie  Antoinette  (M-G-M) 

.July  30  845 

Men  Vvith  IVings  (Para)  Oct.  29. .3808 
Mexicali  Kid  (Mono)  Sept.  10... 3741 
Mr,  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  904 

Mr.  Moto’s  J.ast  IVarning 

(20th-Fox)  926 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono) 

Oct.  8 .3804 

My  J,ucky  Star  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  3 905 

Mysterious  Miss  X (Kep)  Jan.  21  809 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Pox) 

.June  4 912 

Mysterious  Kider  (Para)  Sept.  24.3807 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)...  319 
Nanc.v  Drew,  Keporter  (FN) 

.Jan.  28  372 

Newsboys  Home  (Univ)  .Jan.  28.  .3015 
Next  Time  I Marry  (KKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

Night  Hawk  (Kep)  Oct.  1 817 

Navy  Secrets  (Mono) 

O 

Off  the  Kecord  (WB)  .Jan.  28.  ..  .314 
One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) . . . 

Orage  (Tri-Nat’l)  

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Kep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  IVest  IVitb  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  Nov.  26  913 

Overland  Stage  Kaiders  (Kep)..  862 

P 

Pacific  Liner  (KKO)  Dec.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox)  . . 931 

Paris  Hone.vmoon  (Para) 3821 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  (he  Circus 

(KKO)  Nov.  26 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l)  . . . 
Personal  Secretary  (Univ) 

Oct.  15  3034 

Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  .Jan.  28.3823 
Phantom  Gold  (Col)  Nov.  26,... 8213 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) .3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) ,305.3 

Prairie  Moon  (Kep)  Oct.  29 7107 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Kep)  .Jan.  28.  822 

R 

Ked  Kiver  Kange  (Rep) 8(i4 

Renegade  Ranger  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  884 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Kep) 

Nov.  26  7108 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 

Dec.  10  .3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  .Jan.  28.W1-2 

Rio  Grande  ((^ol)  9202 

Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  27.  918 
Koad  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3.... 3017 
Room  Service  (KKO)  Sept.  17.  . 901 

Rolling  Westw.ard  (Mono)  

Risky  Business  (Univ) 

s 

St.  T.ouis  Blues  (Para)  ,Jan.  28  . 3822 

Saint  Strikes  Back  (KKO) 

Safety  in  Numbers  (20th-Fox) 

Aug.  13  906 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Kep) 

Dec.  17  86.3 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26.3813 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  .3022 

Service  DeLuxe  (JTniv)  Oct.  22.. 3013 
Shadows  Over  Slmngbai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24  916 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) . . 852 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19..  912 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (Para) 

Aug.  1,3  6801 

Sisters,  The  (WB)  Oct.  8 .302 

Sky  INrate  (Mono) 

Smashing  the  Rackets  (KKO) 

.July  30  8,32 

Smiling  Along  (20th-Ii'ox)  Dec.  17  933 
Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono) 

'Jan-  14  .3861 

Song  of  the  Plains  (M-G-M)  , . . 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

.Jan.  21  

Sons  of  the  I,egion  (Para) 

Sept.  17  380,3 

Spawn  of  the  North  (Para) 

Aug.  27  3750 

Speed  to  Bum  (20th-Fox) 

.June  11  901 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  26  911 

Stablemates  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8 ...  906 

Stagecoach  (UA)  

Stand  I’p  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 

'Ian.  7 918 


Star  Keporter  (Mono) 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 

Sept.  24  38,59 

Storm,  The  (Univ) 3016 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Kep)  Nov.  19  807 
Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(20th-Fox)  Oct.  1 911 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 

Oct.  29  9022 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10.  . .3035 
.Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept,  24  8284 

Strawberry  Koan  (Univ) 

reissue  3057 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 91,3 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono). .3862 

Sunset  'Frail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Mono) 

reissue  3827 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24...  910 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dec.  17  3021 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  .3026 

T 

'F.ail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  925 

Tarnished  Angel  (KKO)  Oct.  29.  907 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (Kep) 

Aug.  27  7025 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col) 

.July  .30  90,50 

'Fexas  Stampede  (Col)  9201 

'Fhanks  for  Ever.vthing  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

'Fhanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12  '. 3811 

'Fbat  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct.  8.2007 
'Fhere  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  AV'oman  Again 

(Col)  Dec.  17  9006 

The.v  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 

.Jan.  7 307 

.39  Steps,  The  (GB)  reissue 8009 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  3 901 

Three  Musketeers  (20Hi-Fox) ....  927 
'Fhree  .Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Univ)  

Thundering  IVest  (Col)  920.3 

'Fime  Out  for  Murder  (20th-Fox) 

-July  2 908 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) .326 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24  3816 

'Fo  the  Kescue  (GN) 328 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept,  17  903 

Topjrer  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  .Jan.  7 
Torch.v  Gets  Her  Man  (WB) 

Oct.  15  318 

'Forcliy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

'Fouchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

'Foiigh  I4id  (Mono)  .Jan.  14 ,3819 

'Frade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  .31 

'Frigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21....W1-1.3 
12  Crowded  Hours  (KKO) 

U 

Under  the  Big  Top  (Mono) 3811 

ITp  the  Kiver  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  12  924 

V 

Va<‘ation  From  I.ove  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  8 905 

Valley  of  the  Giants  (WB) 

Sept.  24  305 

W 

M'anted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

Oct.  1 3817 

IVater  Rustlers  (GN)  Wl-1 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9201 

Western  Jamboree  (Kep)  Dec.  24  841 
Where  the  Buffalo  Koam  (Mono) 

Oct.  29  3860 

W’hile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox)  Oct.  22  922 

W'ife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th^ 

Fox)  930 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono) 

■Jan.  7 38.52 

W'ings  of  the  Nav.v  (WB)  .Jan.  21 

Y ■ 

Yes  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN)  . 357 
You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You 

(Col)  Sept.  ,3  9101 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  22  907 

Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov'.  12.. 
Youth  'Fakes  a Fling  (Univ) 

Oct.  1 3012 

z 

Zaza  (Para)  .Jan.  7 3819 
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Numerals  Following-  Titles  are 
Uunniiig  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 

^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
^Indicates  color. 


SHOfiTS 


Columbia 


ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 

Halfway  to  Hollyirood  (17^4) . .July  1 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  ( 18) . . . Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

( • ) Feb.  10, '39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A La  Maid  (18) Dec.  33 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Lawyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  Yon  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) ..  .Oct.  28 
COLOR  RHAPSODIES 


HollJ^TOod  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  ( . . ) Dec.  23 

Little  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(814)  Dec.  16 

Little  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  ( . . ) . .Jan.  26,  *.39 

Poor  Elmer  (7)  Jnly  22 

Poor  Little  Butterfly  (8) July  4 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 


The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 
COLOR  TOUR 

Big  Tomi  (New  York)  (..)..  Dec.  2 
COLUMBIA  TOUR 

Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  Nov.  4 
Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COIMMUNITY  SING 

No.  9 (10) — .“Spanish  Melodies  Jnne25 
No.  10  ( 9) — Patriotic  Songs.  . July  4 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

.Song.s  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  .Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  .3  Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  .Tan.  27. ’.39 

No.  6 Moon  .Songs  (..)..  .Feb.  24.  ’.39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Gnn  .Tams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  lee  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  ( . .1  . . .Tan.  27.  ’39 
Krazy’s  Travel  Squawks  (7)  . ..Tnly  4 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 

SPORT  REELS 

Athletic  Youth  (10) .Tnly  29 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Ang.  19 

Fistic  Flin  (9^4)  Jnly  1 

Football  Giants  (10) Slept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  ( .)  ..  .Tan.  6. ’39 
King  Vnltnre  tIO)  Special ...  Dec.  2.3 
Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  .Tan.  15, ’.39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

City  Slicker  (614)  .Tnly  22 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  171 Nov.  17 

Scrapny’s  Added  Attraction 

( . .)  Jan.  13. ’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  10  (101  Mav27. ’38 

No.  11  (101  .Tn1v8 

No.  12  noi  .Tnly  29 

tSeries  18) 

No.  1 (101  Sept.  16 

No.  2(101  Oct.  14 

No.  3(101  . Nov.  20 

No.  4 (101  T)ec.  15 

No.  5(101  ,Tan.  6. ’39 

SPECIAL 

The  New  Nation  (10) June  1 

Story  of  Czechoslovakia. 

Jungle  Babies  (10) June  1 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(..)  Jan.  6. ’39 

Three  Missing  Links  (18) . . . . July  29 
Violent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

( . . ) Jan.  6,  ’39 


Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) July  29 

Milk  for  Baby  (7) Jnly  8 

Mrs.  O’Leary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 

The  Last  Indian  (7) June  24 


TRE.ASUKE  CHEST 
We  Live  in  Two  Worlds  ( . . ) . .July  22 

nVO  REELERS 

Winner  Lose  All  (..) June  17 

Charles  Kemper  devotes  his  time 
to  puzzle  contest  and  almost  loses 
his  girl  because  he  signed  away 
the  prize  rights  in  a $50,000  con- 
test. 

Grand  National 

C.AVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 

M-G-M 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 

A Criminal  Is  Bom  (21) June  25 

The.v’re  Always  Caught  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 


city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

W’rong  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

A Day  at  the  Beach  (10) . . . .June  25 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Hondura,s  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Ang.  6 

lATiat  a Lion  (9) .luly  16 


FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9) . .Sept.  10 
.Taipur — The  Pink  Cit.v  (8)... Oct.  29 
Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Paris  on  Parade  (9) Jnly  9 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . . Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  MYSTERIES 
f ''Bravest  of  the  Brave  (11)..  Aug.  6 
The  Man  on  the  Rock  (11)  . . . Sept.  3 
Strange  Glory  (11) Jnly  2 

MINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Men  (11) Ang.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dee.  .31 

Holimvood  Handicap  (10)  . . . .May  28 
"riraele  of  Salt  Lake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

‘'•e-eamlined  Sp-ing  (9) Sept.  10 

"'Uev  I.ive  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

T'-nclcing  the  Sleeping  Death 

(10)  July  9 

MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Dream  of  Love  ( . . ) Jan.  28 

It’s  in  the  Stars  (19) July  30 

Gay  college  yarn  with  Eleanor 

Ljmn.  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
Weston. 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  I.ightly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

The  Magician’s  Daughter 

(18)  Jnly  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 

M-G-M  CARTOONS  IN  SEPIA 
(New  Series) 

Ancient  Egypt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8, ’39 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Hide  and  Shriek  (11) June  18 

Little  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Men  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 


Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1 (10)  Oct.  16 

New  Roadways  (..) Jan.  28 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OFisticuffs  (9)  Aug.  27 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  16 

( SHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

Story  of  Dr.  Carver  (10) June  18 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 
t,,5How  to  Raise  a Baby  (9)...  July  2 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 
Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . .Aug.  12 

Sally  Sp-ing  (7) Oct.  14 

The  Lost  Kitten  (7) June  24 

COLOR  CLASSICS 

.4II’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7) . . . . Ang.  26 

Ahvays  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’,39 

Guatemala  (10)  Ang.  12 

Hunky  and  Spunky  (7) June  24 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  . Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Ang.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 
Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HE.ADLINER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Basse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  Hl.s  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11) . . . Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Ang.  6 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

Queens  of  the  Air  (10) Jul.v  8 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra, 
Benay  Venuta,  Hollace  Shaw,  Jean 
Ellington,  Betty  Hutton  and  Nan 
Wynn. 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

P.ARAGRAPHICS 

S.iFind  What’s  Wrong  (10) . . .June  17 
Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  .Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 

(9)  Oct.  14 

"■'Silver  Millions  (10) July  15 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Ang.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  11  (10)  June  3 

Alpine  streams,  a visit  to  the 
Guadalupe  Islands,  and  vineyards 
of  California, 

No.  12  (10)  Jnlyl 

Gigantic  farming — Streaming  scen- 
ery— a day  In  a dog’s  life. 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

Tropical  trophies;  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 


No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 


Great  Britain's  Kenya  Colony, 


horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman's 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, '39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions, 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan,  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

Plumbing  Is  a “Pipe”  (7).. June  17 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  6(10)  July  8 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8).  July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 
You  I.«ave  Me  Breathless  (7). May  27 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  orchestra. 

GRANTIjIND  rice  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Airhoppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  In  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijlnks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Ilo-spshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  world’s  champion  horse- 
shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

Racing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Ang.  6 

"ipstlon  answers  In  the  field  of 
snort  supplied  by  Ted  Huslng. 

.Strike  (10)  June  17 

Not  baseball  but  a reel  about  fish- 
ing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sport.s. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20.  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Ang.  6 

«^No.  2 (10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec,  2 

No.  4 (10)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13,  ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  26 

Good  Scouts  (8)  Jnly  8 

Mcr  Babies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  Trappers  (8) June  17, ’.38 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

The  MTialers  (8) Aug.  19 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIE,*! 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Pntlo  Serenade  (I'J) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez.  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

Rh.rihm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

Oshlns  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  VIc  Hyde. 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 

Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 
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HBADUNER  COMEDIES 

Picketing:  for  I>ove  (17) June  3 

Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Joe  Morrison, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Jack  Carson  and 
Barbara  Bedford. 

Romancing:  Along:  (21) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Flo  Rlto  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing:  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’39 

FEON  ERROl,  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Ma.jor  Difficulties  (19) Not.  18 

Stag:e  rrig:ht  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

The  Jitters  (19) July  1 

The  wife’s  yen  for  dancing  sets 
Errol  off  on  a jag  which  ends  in 
a rousing  finale. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
“Heaven  on  the  Hudson.” 

No.  2(18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3(20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maginot  line. 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

^No.  ,5(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

QNo.  11  (17)  ...June  10 

A study  of  the  American  physician. 

No.  12  (17)  July  8 

Work,  training  and  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

No.  13  (19)  Aug.  5 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATLAS  IMUSICAES 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshlns  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Carnival  Show  (10) June  24 

Clyde  Hager,  Jan  Peerce,  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10) July  15 

International  Rh.vthm  (10)... June  3 
Roy  Smeck  and  his  Aloha  Island- 
ers, Ada  Brown,  Marla,  Princess 
Chivo. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marion  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley.  Five  Reiilys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) ,Tan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a G.vps.v  Moon  (10) . . . Sept.  2 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11) . . . .Nov.  25 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 
leases) 


4iiNo.  fi  Count  of  Ten  (9) . . . ..Tune  17 
Development  of  the  Golden  Gloves. 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 


The  Photographer  (15) . .June  17, ’38 

A candid  camera  bug  runs  Into 
difficulties  over  a picture. 

SMART  .SET  COMEDIES 

Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  .SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

^Deep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  alow  motion  camera. 
Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9)  . . . Sept.  19 
Fishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

Flying  Feathers  (9) June  24 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec. ’10 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 
Underwater  (9)  June  3 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 


RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 


(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18) . . . .Sept.  9 

Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) D*c.  16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

.Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans- America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Dail.v  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Recording  Modern  Science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts  (11) Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 

Fashion  Forecasts  (11) Nov.  11 

Winter  styles. 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  I.EHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

W’hat  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  2 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

W'hat  Ever.v  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Dec.  23 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) ..  .Oct.  14 
Viking  Trail  (10) Mar.  3 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©String  Bean  .lack  (7) Aug.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

'The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Puss.vcat 

(7)  .Ian.  13,  ’.39 

'Tire  .Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  .Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 

United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 

Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 

No.  .51(10)  June  3 

No.  52  ( 9)  June  27 

No.  53  ( 9)  Aug.  22 

No.  54(9)  Sept.  12 

No.  .55  ( 9)  Oct.  3 

No.  .56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  59  (9)  .Jan.  .30. ’.39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20, ’.39 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Magic  Beans  (7) Feb.  13 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19%) Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogens  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) July  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

Music  and  Flowers  (19) June  15 

Block  & Sully,  Peg  Leg  Bates, 
Royal  Swedish  Bell  Ringers, 
Stearnes  & Anavan. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11, ’,39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  12 

Stars  and  Stripes  (17) Jul.v  6 

Ed  East,  Ralph  Dumke,  Ada 
Brown  and  Carl  Freed’s  Harmon- 
ica Band. 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 
Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Aug.  1 


Cheese  Nappers  (7) July  4 

Ghost  Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  5 

Happy  Scouts  (7) June  20 

Nellie,  The  Indian  Chief’s 

Daughter  (7)  June  6 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oet.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’.39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  Cl) Oct.  3 

Voodoo  Harlem  (7) July  18 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  51(9)  June  6 

No.  52  (9)  June  20 

No.  53  (9)  Aug.  29 

No.  54(9)  Sept.  19 

No.  55  (91/2)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  5 

No.  58(9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Prisoner  of  Swing  (21) . .June  11,  ’38 
Sophomore  Swing  (19) ..  Jan.  21, ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 
Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . . Oct.  29 

'Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 <1 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 
The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10) ..  .Aug.  27 
Isles  of  Enchantment 

(10)  July  23, ’38 

I.x>ng  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  .3 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  in  Wackyland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Party  (7)  June  26 

Porky’s  Spring  Planting  (7) . .July  16 
'The  Lone  Stranger  and  Pork.v 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’.39 
Cl.vde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dee.  24 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happ.v  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dec.  3 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larr.v  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ra.v  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30,  ’38 

Freddie  Rich  and  Orchestra 

(10)  May  28 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Feud  TThere  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  Jul.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . ..Tan.  14, ’39 
Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . ..Ian.  28,  ’,39 

Katnip  Kollege  (7) June  11, ’.38 

Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

The  Major  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  W’ill  Play  (7) Dec.  .31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 


©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  10  (10)  June  4,  ’38 

Beavers — Polo — Woolens. 

No.  11  (10)  July  9, ’38 

Bakelite — Greyhounds — Perfume. 

No.  12  (. .)  Aug.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Furs. 

PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Rainbow’s  End  (20) July  2, ’38 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

Ql.ineoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11, ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .Jul.v  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 
My  Pop  (22) July  16, ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

Rise  and  Sing  (21) June  25, ’38 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) ..  .Aug.  27 
Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 
Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10) . .Aug.  6 


Louis  Prima. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 


Vitaphone  Caiiers  (10) ..  .June  18, ’38 
TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 


A Dream  Comes  True 

(11)  June  4, ’38 

Def.vlng  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Fighting  Judge  (12) July  2 

The  Human  Bomb  (12)  ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (12) . . . .Dec.  10 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Fl.ving  G-Men  Jan.  28, ’39 

1 5 chapters. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island.  . .Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  Story  of  buriod 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22,  ’38-’.39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazing  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  Is  the  heart  interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns.. Aug.  20 

15  Chapters  — ■ Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The..  May  28 
12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 


Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  ,3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brlx,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  June  5, ’.38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 


son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  Jul.v  5 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Withers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  Its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Bed  Barr.v  Oct.  18 

1.3  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 
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1 AUGUST  20 

AUGUST  27 

SEPTEMBER  3 

SEPTEMBER  10 

SEPTEMBER  17 

SEPTEMBER  24  ° 

1 Comedy  8011 

1 The  Gladiator  (72) 

1 Joe  E.  Brown 

1 June  Travis:  R-Augr.  20 

1 Action  Drama  8039 

1 Convicted  (58) 

1 R.  Hayworth-C.  Quigley 

1 R — Sept.  3 

[Y|  Drama  8005 

I Am  the  Law  (99) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Wendy  Barrie:  R-Aug.  27 

Western  8213 

Phantom  Gold  (56) 

Jack  Luden  R — Nov.  26 

[~^  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Lady  Objects  (67) 

Lanny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 

|~^  Western  8208 

Colorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  5 

Melodrama  8026 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  Hayworth 

R — Sept.  17 

g Western  828  jjls' 

Stranger  From  Arizona  ^ ® 
(56) 

Buck  Jones  ;; 

R— Sept.  24 

i'oD 

■'.SI 

^ Western  231 

Kins:  of  the  Sierras  (60) 
With  Rex,  the 

Wonder  Horse 

|23|  Melodrama  23' 

Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  29 

1 ® Comedy  844 

1 Block-heads  (58) 

1 Laurel  A Hardy 

1 R — Auff.  20 

|2^  Drama  845 

Marie  Antoinette  (157) 
Norma  Shearer 

Tyrone  Power 

R— Sept.  17 

Comedy  901 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy 
(69) 

J.  Gaynor-R.  Montgom’y 

R — Sept.  3 

Comedy  Drama  902 
IJBoys  Town  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickey  Rooney 

R — Sept.  10 

^ Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 

R — Sept.  17 

fKl 

1 

: H 

^ Drama  3811 

Under  the  Big  Top  (61) 
(For.  Circus  Comes  to 
Town) 

Marjorie  Main 

Ann  Nagel 

Western  3859 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (59) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Sept.  24 

Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (56) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Sept.  10 

g Melodrama  381’ 

Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R — Oct.  1 

1 Comedy  3749 

1 Give  Me  a Sailor  (77) 

j Martha  Raye-Bob  Hope 

j R— July  30 

Action  Drama  3750 
Spawn  of  the  North  (113) 
George  Raft 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Henry  Fonda 

R— Aug.  27 

1^  Com.  with  Music  3801 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (90) 
Bing  Crosby 

Fred  MacMurray 

R— Aug.  13 

|~9~|  Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 
(Hopalong  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

[le]  Drama  2803 

Sons  of  the  Legion  (60) 
Lynne  Overman 

Billy  Lee 

R— Sept.  17 

g Com.  with  Music  3801 
Campus  Confessions  (66)’ 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Luisetti 

R — Sept.  17 

1 (Is)  Romantic  Drama  7013 

Desperate  Adventure  (65) 
Ramon  Novarro 

Marian  Marsh 
[isl  Western  7104 

Man  From  Music  Moun- 
tain (51) 

1 Gene  Autry:  R-Aug.  13 

^ Action  Drama  7025 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (56) 
Bruce  Cabot:  R-Aug.  27 
Beverly  Roberts 
[22]  Western  7128 

Durango  Valley  Raiders 
(56) 

Bob  Steele 

|29]  Comedy  Drama  7015 
The  Higgins  Family  (64) 
(For.  Home  Sweet  Home) 
The  Gleason  Family 

R— Sept.  10 

Western  851 

Billy  the  Kid  Returns 

(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R— Sept.  3 

g Western  86S  ; 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(.55)  ! 

Three  Mesquiteers  “ 

g Western  710, 

Prairie  Moon  (68) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Oct.  29  1 _ 

Melodrama  833 

Smashing  the  Rackets 

(80) 

(For.  Cleanup) 

Chester  Morris 

Francos  Mercer 

R— July  30 

1^  Com.  with  Music  845 
Breaking  the  Ice  (82) 
Bobby  Breen 

Irene  Dare 

R — Sept.  3 

Musical  Comedy  837 
Carefree  (83) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Fred  Astaire 

R — Sept.  3 

Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakle 

R — July  16 

[i^  Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

R — Sept.  17 

g Melodrama  805 

Fugitives  for  a Night  ^ 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R — Oct.  1 

[i^  Musical  Comedy  903 

^Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band  (105) 

Tyrone  Power- Alice  Faye 
Don  Amechs 

R — June  4 

[2^  Action  Drama  904 

Speed  to  Bum  (60) 
Michael  Whalen 

Lynn  Bari 

R — June  11 

Comedy  Drama  905 
M.v  Lucky  Star  (8  4) 

Sonja  Henle 

Richard  Greene 

R — Sept.  3 

|~§~|  Comedy  Drama  906 
Safety  in  Numbers  (55) 
Jones  Family 

R — Aug.  13 

|l^  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R— Sept.  17 

g Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R— July  2 

g Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerle  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6 

1 |i^  Western  Reissue  3057 

Strawberry  Roan  (63) 

Ken  Maynard 
^ Western  Reissue  3058 
Fiddlin’  Buckaroo  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

Exploitation  Adven. 
Dark  Rapture  (79) 

Native  Cast:  R — Oct.  15 
Western  Reissue  30.59 
King  of  the  Arena  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

1^  Comedy  Drama  3025 
Freshman  Year  (68) 

Dixie  Dunbar 

Ernest  Truex 

R — -Aug.  27 

Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 

R — Oct.  15 

[l^  Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R — Nov.  5 

g Comedy  Drama  3012  i 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  (78) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R— Oct.  1 

g Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 

R — Sept.  3 

Com.  Drama  AVBOOO 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (80) 
Cagney-O’Brien 

Com.  Drama  AVB213 
Four’s  a Crowd  (95) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R— July  30 

Drama  rN36.5 

Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Francis 

R^Oct.  22 

[i^  Drama  AVB30.5 

©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R— Sept.  17 

g Drama  FN359 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  20 

[i^  Action  Drama  GB 
Crime  Over  London  (63) 
Margot  Grahame 

Paul  Cavanaugh 

R — Aug.  13 

1^  Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 
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OCTOBER  1 


j]  Drama  8013 

iris’  School  (73) 

Shirley-R.  Bellamy 
—Oct.  1 

Comedy  9101 
ijYou  Can’t  Take  It  With 
j You  (127)  J.  Arthur 

. Stewart ; R — Sept.  17 


OCTOBER  8 


|~^  Melodrama  9031 
Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 

Western  9301 
West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 
C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R — Dec.  24  


OCTOBER  15 


Action  Drama  9026 
Flight  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 
Jacqueline  Wells 


OCTOBER  22 


OCTOBER  29 


Action  Drama  9020 

Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
g Western  8285 
Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 


NOVEMBER  5 


Western  9311 
In  Early  Arizona  (58) 
Bill  Elliott 
Dorothy  Gulliver 


Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 

(65) 

James  Dunn 
Glenda  Gray 
R— Sept.  17 


Western  335 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 
R — Sept.  17 


g Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 


[4~|  Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 
R— Oct.  29 


jo]  Comedy  905 

I'acation  From  Eove  (65) 

1.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 
1— Oct.  8 


Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 
Mickey  Rooney 
R — Oct.  8 


Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R — Oct.  22 


Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (75) 
Judy  Garland 
Freddie  Bartholomew 
R— Oct.  22 


g Drama 

tJsThe  Citadel  (112) 
Robert  Donat 
Rosalind  Russell 
R — Oct.  29 


909 


ppi  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 
Fernand  Gravet 


|~5^,  Melodrama  3804 
Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 
Evelyn  Brent 
R — Oct.  8 


i30|  Melodrama  3804 
King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 
R— Oct.  8 


p7j  Action  Llrama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 
R— Oct.  1 


Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 
Larry  Crabbe 

Western  3860 
Where  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 


Comedy  Drama  .3806 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 
R — Oct.  8 


1^  Western  3807 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 
Sidney  Toler 
R— Sept.  24 


g Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
^Men  AVith  AVings  (105) 
Fred  MacMurray 
Ray  Milland 
R— Oct.  29 


[4]  Melodrama 
Illegal  Traffic  (87) 
J.  Carrol  Nalsh 
Mary  Carlisle 
R — Nov.  6 


3809 


|Yj  Melodrama  817 
Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston-J.  Travis 
R— Oct.  1 


Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 


g Melodrama  806 
I Stand  Accused  (61) 
Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 
R— Oct.  22 


[5^  Western  7108 
Rhythm  of  the  Saddle (58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R^Nov.  26 


|30]  Comedy 

Room  Service  (80) 
Marx  Brothers 
R — Sept.  17 


901 


p7]  Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 
R — Sept.  10 


Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 
Anne  Shirley 
R — Oct.  8 


1^  Mystery  Comedy  906 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Henry  Fonda 
R— Oct.  15 


g Melodrama  907 
Tarnished  Angel  (67) 
(For.  Miracle  Racket) 
Sally  Eilers 
Lee  Bowman 
R-Oct.  29 


|X|  Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O'Brien 
Kay  Sutton 
R — Nov.  5 


Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 
(65) 

Ritz  Bros.-Ethel  Merman 
R Oct.  1 


p7^  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 
R — July  23 


|l4|  Comedy  Drama  919 

Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 
R — ^Oct.  15 


11^  Melodrama  913 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 
Mary  Maguire 
R — June  4 


g Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 
Annabella 
R — Oct.  22 


PPI  Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 
Jean  Rogers 
R — Aug.  20 


pT^  Musical  Comedy  3007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 
Jackie  Cooper 
R — Oct.  8 


pjj  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 
R— Oct.  1 


g Comedy  Drama 
Young  in  Heart  (90) 
Janet  Gaynor 
Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 
R— Nov.  12 


[14]  Comedy  Drama  3036 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 
Andy  Devine 
R — Nov.  19 


Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R — Oct.  22 

p Western  3053 
Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 


Melodrama  3016 
The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 

IpU  Action  Drama  3028 

Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 
R— Oct.  8 


pj^  Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
[5]  Western  3053 
Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 


pY]  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O'Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R — July  30 


pg^  Drama  FN368 
Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 
Marie  Wilson 
R — Oct.  29 


Drama  AVB303 
The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 
Bette  Davis 
R— Oct.  8 


pp]  Melodrama  FN369 
Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 
June  Bryan 
R— Oct.  29 


Ipg]  Comedy  FN355 
Brother  Bat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 
Priscilla  Lane 
R — Oct.  22 


ppj  Comedy  AVB310 
Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 
Olivia  de  Havilland 
R — Nov.  12 


[Y]  Drama  Tri-Nat’l 

Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 
Michele  Morgan 
pf]  Comedy  Tri-Nat'l 

Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Francelse  Rosay 

PT]  Melodrama  GB8008 

Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 

Noel  Madison 

Lllll  Palmer:  R-Nov.  19 


[15]  Drama  Tri-Nat’l 
Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 

Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 


[Y]  Melodrama  GB8010 
Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 
Paul  Lukas 
R — Oct.  16 
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1 NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10 

DECEMBER  17 

[is]  Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

[]i^  Com.  M'drama  90.50 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

IpH  Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 

[p]  Western  9202 

Rio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

PH  Western  820'' 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  2 j , 

itres 

[iH  Drama  902!  jjsii 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Jd  ;" 

Me^e  (66)  " 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt  R — Oct.  2! 

[l8|  Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

[n]  Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

[is]  Drama  912 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Nov.  19 

1^  Comedy  Drama  913 
Out  West  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

1^  Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

[9]  Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 

Luise  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  10 

Drama  91" 

CJA  Christmas  Carol  (69)  1 5 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kilburn 

R — Dec.  17  ® 

165' 
IIIB' 

fl'l 

fs]  Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

[lej  Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  LAst  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Nov.  19 

Ips]  Melodrama  3818 

Gang*  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

[7]  Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 

R— Jan.  14 

Drama  3812 

r Am  a Criminal  (73)  : § 

John  Carroll  ' 

Kay  Linaker  • 

R — Dec.  3 I«is 

[il]  Historical  Drama  3810 

If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R — Oct.  1 

[is]  Comedy  3811 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

^ Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Milland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

[Y[  Com.  Drama  3811 
IJttle  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillis 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

Action  Drama  3815 
Kide  u Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Frances  Parmer 

Leif  Erikson 

R — Dec.  10 

[l^  Western  3856  _ 

Frontiersmen  (74)  ! - 

William  Boyd  ! 

Evelyn  Venable  . 

R — Nov.  26 

Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

[is]  Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R— Dec.  17 

PH  Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R— Dec.  3 

1^  Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

H — Dec.  24 

Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R — Dec.  17 

1 
, Ec 
Ih 

P 

Sli 

Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakie 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Oct.  22 

[i|j  Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R— Nov.  19 

PH  Comedy  Drama  948 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillis 

R — Nov.  26 

Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

Comedy  Drama  91.5 
Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  91G 

Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  24 

PH  Action  Drama  909 
Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

[^  Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R— Aug.  27 

Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — Nov.  12 

pH  Comedy  Drama  920 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61)  P 
Jones  Family  ' I 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 

R— Oct.  15  * 

s 

' t 

^ Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

\ m 

1^ 

i 

[n]  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

PH  Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R— Nov.  26 

IP]  Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

[Yj  Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R — Nov.  19 

PH  Musical  3021 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R— Dec.  17 

PH  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker  ' 

Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

[i^  Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — Oct.  15 

PH  Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  W’ith  Dirty  Faces 
(68) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

Drama  FN370 

Comet  Over  Broadway 

(69) 

Kay  Francis-John  Lltel 
R— Dec.  17 

[lo[  Action  Drama  rN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 

R — Dec.  17 

[l^  Melodrama  GU8011 
The  Frog-  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-(jr.  Taylor 

[3]  Musical  GB8012 

Asking  for  Trouble  (..) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 

Michael  Redgrave 
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DECEMBER  24 


Comedy  Mystery  9006 
liere’s  That  Woman 
Ag:ain  (70) 
lelvyn  Douglas 
Irginia  Bruce 
Dec.  17 


DECEMBER  31 


g Melodrama  9015 
Smashing  the  Spy  Ring 


(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 
Fay  Wray 
R — Jan.  28 


JANUARY  7 


[~5]  Action  Drama  90.35 
Homicide  Bureau  (59) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 


JANUARY  14 


g Western  9203 
Thundering  West  (57) 
Chas.  Starrett 
Iris  Meredith 


JANUARY  21 


Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 
B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcaniz 


JANUARY  28 


Melodrama 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 

(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 
Ida  Luplno 
R — Jan.  28 


|~^  Western  Wl-1 
Water  Rustlers  (54) 
Dorothy  Page 
|~^  Action  Drama  313 
l.ong  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — Dec.  31 


Western  WI-13 
Trigger  Pals  (55) 


Art  Jarrett 
Lee  Powell 
A1  St.  John 
R — Jan.  21 


g Drama  301 

Kxile  Express  ( . . ) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
^ Western  WI-2 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 
R — Jan.  28 


g Western  *27 

Crashing  Through  ( . . ) 
(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newlll 


^ Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 
Franclska  Gaal 
R — Dec.  31 


|30|  Musical  Drama  910 
^Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 
R — Dec.  24 


Western  3852 
Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 
R — Jan.  7 


Melodrama 

Tough  Kid  (61) 


3819 


F.  Darro-J.  Allen 
R — Jan.  14 


Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 
Robert  Taylor 
R — Jan.  7 


Action  Drama  919 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor 

(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 
R — Jan.  14 


Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O’Connor 
Billy  Cook  R — 'Deo.  24 


^ Western  8(H 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
^ Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 
(67) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 


|30|  Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 
Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R — Nov.  6 


820 


Melodrama 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 

R.  Livingston 
J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 


Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 
Gail  Patrick 
R — Jan.  14 


Drama 


3819 


Zaza  (86) 
Claudette  Colbert 
Herbert  Marshall 
R — Jan.  7 


1^  Action  Drama  808 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds 
(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 
Ralph  Byrd 
R — Jan.  21 


[lo]  Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 
Michael  Whalen 
R — Jan.  21 


Action  Drama  3822 
Convict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 
Robert  Kent 


Drama  921 

Four  Girls  in  White  (70) 
F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 
A.  Rutherford  R — Jan.  28 
g Comedy  Drama  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Norma  Shearer 
Clark  Gable 


m Western  3854 
Drifting  Westward  (69) 

Jack  Randall 


Melodrama  3820 
Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 
Lloyd  Nolan 
R — Jan.  21 


Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (86) 
B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 


^ Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 
Rochelle  Hudson 
R — Jan.  28 


\ 


3]  Com.  with  Music  917 

i Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

I Adolphe  Menjou 
Arleen  Whelan 
Jack  Oakie 
R — Dec.  10 


[3o|  Action  Drama  923 
^Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 
Richard  Greene 
R — 'Dec.  24 


Action  Drama  911 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McLaglen 
Chester  Morris 
R — Dec.  31 


|l3]  Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 
Peter  Holden 
R — Jan.  14 


Action  Drama  922 

W’hile  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 
Jean  Rogers 
R^Oct.  22 


928 


Action  Drama 
Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 


|2^  Western  982 

Arizona  I..egion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 
R — Jan.  14 


1^  Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 
R— Dec.  17 


^ Action  Drama  912 
Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 
R — Feb.  4 


1^  Outdoor  Drama  921 
©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 
H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 
Melodrama  926 
Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 


1^  Action  Drama 
Trade  Winds  (94) 
Fredrlc  March 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  31 


1^  Drama 

Duke  of  West  Point 

(105) 

Louis  Hayward 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  24 


IJ2]  Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 
Roland  Young 
R — Jan.  7 


^ Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 
(..) 

Carole  Lombard 
Jimmy  Stewart 


Action  Drama  3016 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Wendy  Barrie 
R — Jan.  28 


UH  Melodrama  3027 
Last  W’arning  (63) 
Preston  Foster 
Frances  Robinson 
R — Dec.  10 


I13]  Horror  Drama 
.Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 
Boris  Karloff 
Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
1^  Western  3055 
Honor  of  the  West  (58) 
B.  Booker-M.  Bell 


Action  Drama  .3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 


Robert  Wilcox 
Helen  Mack 
R — Dec.  24 


g Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 
Basil  Rathbone 
R — Dec.  24 


[33]  Com.  with  Mus.  FN359 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 
Anita  Louise 
R — Dec.  24 


Action  Drama  WB313 
Devil’s  Island  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 
Nedda  Harrlgan 
R — Jan.  7 


Com.  Drama  WB307 
The.v  Made  Me  a 


Criminal  (89) 
John  Garfield 
R — Jan.  7 


^ Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 
(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 
Pat  O’Brien 
Joan  Blondell 
R — Jan.  28 


1^  Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 
Humphrey  Bogart 
R— Jan.  14 
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FEBRUARY  4 


FEBRUARY  11 


[9]  Western  9204 
Texas  Stampede  ( . . ) 
Chas.  Starrett 
Iris  Meredith 


FEBRUARY  18 


FEBRUARY  25 


^ Drama 

Let  Us  Live  ( . . ) 
Henry  Fonda 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 


MARCH  4 


MARCH  11 


[i]  Comedy 

Blondie  Meets  the  Bos! 
(•  .) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake 


Western  328 
To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 


Renfrew  Series 


s 


Com.  with  Music  922 

Honolulu  ( . . ) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 


[io|  Comedy  Drama  92.'{ 

Huckleberry  Finn  ( . . ) 
M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 


Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  ( . . ) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 


Drama  With  Music 
Song  of  the  Plains  ( . . ) 
(For.  Let  Freedom  Ring) 
Nelson  Eddy 
Virginia  Bruce 


|T]  925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  ( . . ) 
Jimmy  Stewart 
Lew  Ayres 


|~n  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(.  .) 

Tex  Ritter 


Action  Drama 
Navy  Secrets  ( . . ) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 


Ijs]  Drama  Reissue  3828 
IJttie  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 
Mickey  Reoney 
Ralph  Bellamy 


Action  Drama 
Star  Reporter  ( . . ) 

Hull-Marsha  Hunt 


W. 


in  Western 

Rolling  Westward  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 


Action  Drama 
.Sky  Pirate  ( . . ) 


John  Trent 


m Mus.  Romance  3822 

.St.  Louis  Blues  (87) 
Lloyd  Nolan 
Dorothy  Lamour 
R — Jan.  28 


[i^  Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 
J.  Carrol  Naish 
R — Jan.  28 


IItI  Drama 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 

(.  .) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erikson 


3857 


I24]  Western 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

^ Comedy 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 


in  Drama 

Cafe  Societ.v  ( . . ) 
Madeleine  Carroll 
Fred  MacMurray 


[m]  Comedy 

Beachcomber,  The  ( . 
Charles  Laughton 
Elsa  Lanchester 


im  Drama 

Homan  Doctor  (65) 
Frieda  Inescort 
R — Feb.  4 

[w]  Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  ( . . ) 
G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 


[15]  Action  Drama 
Forged  Passport  ( . . ) 
Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 


n Comedy  Drama  844 
P'isherman’s  Wharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 
Leo  Carrillo 
It — Feb.  4 


Melodrama 
Boy  Slaves  (71) 
(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 
Anne  Shirley 
Roger  Daniel 
R — Jan.  21 


911 


[TtI  Drama 

Love  Affair  ( . . ) 

C.  Boyer-Irene  Dunne 


[24]  Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 


(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 
R — ^Jan.  28 


Action  Drama 
12  Crowded  Hours  ( . . ) 


Richard  Di.x 
Lucille  Ball 


|lo]  Melodrama 
The  Saint  Strikes  Back 
(.  .) 

Geo.  Sanders 
Wendy  Barrie 


n Comedy  929 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 
Jane  Withers 
Leo  Carrillo  R — ^Nov.  12 


|lo|  Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 
R— Feb.  4 


[1^  Rom.  Cos.  Drama  927 

Tile  Tliree  Musketeers 

(.  .) 

Ritz  Bros. -Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 


1^  Action  Drama  931 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Bari-G.  Williams 


|~3~|  Drama 

Wife,  Husband  and 
Friend  1 . . ) 

Loretta  Young 
Warner  Baxter 


930 


[10]  Action  Drama 
Inside  .Story  ( . . ) 
Michael  Whalen 
Jean  Rogers 


[T]  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  ( . . ) 
Claire  Trevor 
John  Wayne 


in  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  ( . . ) 
Rochelle  Hudson 
Kent  Taylor 


[10]  Western  3056 
Pliantoin  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 
Marjorie  Reynolds 


[TtI  Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 
Bergen  and  McCarthy 


|24|  Drama 

Key  Woman  ( . . ) 
Preston  Foster 
Irene  Hervey 


[3]  Action  Drama 
Risky  Business  (..) 
Geo.  Murphy 
Dorothea  Kent 


[10]  Com.  with  Music 
Three  Smart  Girls 
Grow  Up  ( . . ) 
Deanna  Durbin 
Nan  Grey 


[T|  Action  Drama  FN371 

Torchy  in  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 


^ Action  Drama  WB 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 
Olivia  de  Havilland 
R — Jan.  21 


[1^  Com.  Drama  FN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Lite! 

R — Jan.  28 


Comedy  FN367 
Yes,  My  Darling  Daugli- 
ter  (. .) 

Priscilla  Lane 
Jeffrey  Lynn 


|T|  Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 
Arden  ( . . ) 

Rosella  Towne 
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SOMETHING  BIG  IN  A SINGLE  REEL  I 
FANCHON&  MARCO  PRESENTATIONS 
. . FAMOUS  FOR  A GENERATION 
..BRING  THEIR  DISTINCTIVE 
SHOWMANSHIP  TO  A NEW  SERIES 
OF  SHORTS.  HERE  IS  A FANCHON  & 
MARCO  UNIT  FOR  YOUR  SCREEN. 
MUSIC  HALL  VANITIES  - 

Produced  and  Directed  by  Arthur  Dreifuss  . . . Featuring 
NAME  talent  from  stage,  screen  and  radio! 

^ NOW  IN  RELEASE— The  First  Of  The  Series 

A-L.i  ’ 

with  Pinky  Tomlin,  composer  of  ''Object  Of  My  Affections"  singing 
his  latest  number,  "If  It  Wasn't  For  The  Moon"  . . . Nell  Kelly,.  Betty 
Atkinson,  Estelle  Preston,  The  Majorettes,  The  Fanchonettes  . ..a 
bevy  of  dancing  beauties  . . . and  Ben  Black  and  his  Orchestra. 


PRfSeNTS 


THE  BIGGEST  MONEY-MAKING  STARS  of  1938 


TAe  Winners 

Shirley  T emple First 

Clark  Gable Second 

Mickey  Rooney Fou^. 

Sixth 

Loy Seventh 

Withers  • Eighth 

Ninth 
Tenth 
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LITTLE  PA 

(former  title  "THE  HEALER") 

WITH 

^^^^ROONEY 

KAREN  MORLEY  • JUDITH  ALLEN 
Available  NOW  at  your 
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THE  BLACKEST  WEAPON  OF  ALL 


INCLUDED  in  the  English  re-broadcast  from  Berlin  of 
Adolf  Hitler's  address  before  the  Reichstag,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Herald-Tribune,  was  this  refer- 
ence to  films: 

"Announcements  by  American  film  companies  that 
they  intend  to  produce  anti-Nazi — that  is,  anti-German — 
films  can  but  induce  us  to  produce  anti-Semitic  films  in 
Germany.  Here,  too,  our  opponents  should  not  permit 
themselves  any  delusions  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  what 
we  can  do.  There  will  be  very  many  states  and  peoples 
who  will  show  great  understanding  for  supplementary 
instructions  of  this  kind  on  such  an  important  subject. 
We  believe  that  if  the  Jewish  international  campaign  of 
hatred  by  press  and  propaganda  could  be  checked,  good 
understanding  would  very  quickly  be  established  be- 
tween the  peoples." 

Here  is  a very  palpable  attempt  at  threat  and  intimi- 
dation, two  forms  of  enterprise  in  which  Hitler  excels 
with  success  until  now.  While  the  blustering  is  directed 
in  non-specific  quarters  of  the  industry  here,  actually  it 
percolates  through  to  Warners  and  Charles  Chaplin. 
Warners  for  "Concentration  Camp"  and  "Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy"  and  Chaplin,  of  course,  for  "The  Dictators." 

It  is  interesting,  that  phrase  of  the  Austrian  house 
painter,  in  which  he  refers  to  Nazi-made  anti-Semitic 
films  as  a method  of  furnishing  "supplementary  in- 
structions of  this  kind  on  such  an  important  subject."  It 
decorates  with  an  official  accolade,  if  one  were  needed, 
the  propaganda  activities  around  the  world  of  the  Na- 
tional Socialist  regime.  That  ties  directly  with  Nazi 
belittling  of  any  kind  of  government  but  its  own,  sets 
the  pace  and  tempo  of  its  desperate  struggle  for  larger 
world  markets,  deposits  the  conflict  on  the  foreign  sales 
doorstep  of  the  American  film  industry  and  gives  all  of 
the  trade  on  comfortable  domestic  ground  an  issue 
which  it  cannot  dodge. 


But  the  assumption  goes  dangerously  beyond.  It  re- 
flects an  audacity  which  seeks  to  deny  to  this  industry 
the  privilege  and  the  right  to  dramatically  record  cur- 
rent events  by  endeavoring  to  checkmate  such  enter- 
prise with  the  blackest  of  all  weapons:  the  fomenting 
of  religious  oppression. 

Also  does  this  give  the  exhibitor  here  something  to 
think  about  seriously  and  long.  He  might  well  ask  him- 
self, then  go  further  and  ask  the  producer  whether 
Hitler  is  to  control  American  screens  by  dictating  pro- 
duction from  Berlin.  Or  whether  the  industry  will  finally 
muster  enough  nerve  to  tell  all  the  Hitlers  to  keep  their 
itching  trigger  fingers  in  their  own  backyards. 

The  lord  of  Berchtesgaden  springs  no  surprise  when 
he  bellows  about  anti-Semitic  films.  Using  the  recog- 
nized means  of  communication,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
he  would  for  long  overlook  motion  pictures.  But  this 
much  further  ought  to  be  said: 

The  battle  lines  on  the  religious  issue  have  been  drawn 
long  since.  On  it,  the  Nazis  are  in  the  open  where 
counter  attack  may  be  plotted  and  executed. 

The  verbal  bullying  before  the  Reichstag  stooges,  as  a 
consequence,  must  not  collapse  any  backbones.  It  must 
not  strike  terror  into  any  courageous  plans  already  made 
in  Hollywood  or  brewing  along  lines  exposing  terrorism 
to  a world  which  must  strike  back  if  it  is  not  to  be 
engulfed  in  a political  and  economic  ideology  at  direct 
odds  with  the  fundamentals  of  free  thinking  and  free 
action. 

It  simply  must  not  be. 
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ARBITRATION  FURROWING  INDUSTRY'S  BROW; 
STRUGGLING  OVER  A WAY,  ADMITTEDLY  HARD 


Overbuying?  Familiar  Stuff; 
"Underbuying”  Latest  Now 


Is  Seen  as  Six  Months 
Away  by  Some;  Profit 
By  Mistakes  of  NRA 

New  York — Arbitration,  one  of  the  car- 
dinal issues  of  the  proposed  trade  prac- 
tice draft,  continues  as  one  of  the  most 
knotty  problems  yet  to  be  ironed  out  before 
regulation  by  and  within  the  industry 
becomes  self-satisfying  to  various  com- 
ponent factors.  Indications  in  some  quar- 
ters veer  toward  the  belief  it  will  be  at 
least  six  months,  or  later,  before  dis- 
tributors, leaders  of  the  MPTOA,  Allied 
and  independent  exhibitor  groups  see  eye 
to  eye  on  the  sundry  angles  involved. 

Distributors’  attorneys  are  tapping 
every  available  source  for  information  to 
guide  them  in  setting  up  principles  and 
rules  to  govern  arbitration  proceedings. 
Among  those  already  referred  to  are  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  defunct  NRA 
Code  Authority  for  the  Motion  Picture  In- 
dustry and  the  current  literature  of  the 
American  Arbitration  Ass’n.  From  these 
are  being  sifted  rules  and  regulations  ap- 
plicable to  the  industry. 

Lawyers  are  giving  careful  consideration 
to  all  phases  of  arbitration,  pointing  out 
that  the  mistakes  of  arbitration  under 
the  Blue  Eagle  will  not  be  countenanced 
in  the  new  procedure  to  be  developed. 

For  one  thing,  there  will  be  no  appeal 
board  in  New  York.  This  prevailed  in  the 
days  of  the  NRA  and  was  found  to  be 
one  of  the  big  mistakes  of  the  code.  The 
objection  lies  in  the  fact  that,  after  a 
local  board,  composed  of  men  who  knew 
the  territory  and  its  many  problems,  made 
a decision  such  ruling  could  be  reversed 
by  a group  of  executives  in  New  York, 
some  of  whom  were  familiar  with  the 
situations  involved,  but  the  majority  of 
whom  knew  little  of  the  facts  other  than 
those  submitted  to  them  orally  or  in 
writing. 

One  of  the  most  disturbing  upsets  by 
Campi,  the  Code  Authority  in  New  York, 
was  a reversal  in  the  clearance  and  zon- 
ing in  California  affecting  one  of  Milton 
Arthur’s  theatres.  Tliis  case  was  switched 
back  and  forth  with  parties  interested  in 
the  case  coming  on  to  New  York  several 
timae  for  hearings.  Another  important 


New  York — Overbuying  and  underbuy- 
ing are  two  important  factors  to  be  clari- 
fied by  distributors  before  some  exhibi- 
tors will  agree  to  arbitration,  it  is  learned. 
The  mere  fact  that  an  exhibitor  is  under- 
bought does  not  mean,  it  is  explained, 
that  his  competitor  is  overbought.  And 
just  what  the  limitations  are  will  have  to 
be  defined  thoroughly  before  overbuying 
is  accepted  by  some  circuit  operators  as 
part  of  arbitration  agreement  in  trade 
practice  drafts. 

One  important  independent  circuit 
operator  has  already  been  approached  by 
distributor  forces  and  asked  his  opinion 
on  overbuying.  He  has  stated  that,  un- 
less overbuying  is  differentiated  from  un- 
derbuying, he  will  not  sign  an  arbitration 
agreement. 

This  exhibitor  points  out  two  specific 
cases  in  which  he  has  already  been  af- 
fected. In  two  Ohio  towns  where  he  oper- 
ates, it  had  been  deemed  advisable  to  close 
the  third  house  because  it  was  felt  the 
towns  could  not  support  three  theatres. 
The  two  remaining  houses  were  made  “A” 
and  “B”  units  and  rent  was  paid  on  the 


case  was  that  of  Century  Circuit  against 
RKO  involving  protection  in  Rockville 
Center  and  Far  Rockaway  on  Long  Island. 
The  issue  had  been  decided  by  a local 
board,  after  many  sessions  in  which  Louis 
Nizer,  retained  by  RKO,  clashed  -with 
Mitchell  Klupt,  attorney  for  Century.  It 
was  then  appealed  and  Campi  was  about 
to  render  a split  decision  when  NRA  was 
ousted  by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court.  Some 
exchanges  today  are  still  undecided  on 
the  clearance  which  Far  Rockaway  has 
over  Rockville  Center  and  act  according  to 
their  own  discretion. 

It  is  further  held  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  or  two  first  meetings,  few 
of  the  original  members  appointed  to 
Campi  sat  through  all  sessions.  Alter- 

(Conttnued  on  page  14) 


third  house  while  closed.  This  went  on 
for  some  time  until  the  circuit  operator 
awakened  one  day  to  find  independent  ex- 
hibitors building  new  structures  in  each 
of  the  two  towns  where  the  third  unit 
had  been  darkened. 

What  happened  was  this : While  the  two 
theatres  were  operating,  the  circuit  was 
doing  a better  business  and  exchanges 
were  receiving  more  on  percentage  pic- 
tures. With  the  third  theatre  opened  by 
the  newcomer  in  both  towns,  the  income 
of  the  formerly  established  houses  was 
hit  by  at  least  30  per  cent,  and  likewise 
the  distributors  revenue  from  these 
sources  proportionately  diminished. 

And  before  many  months  passed,  the 
exhibitors  invading  the  circuit  owner’s 
towns  declared  to  exchange  managers  that 
their  competitor  was  overbought,  that  they 
could  not  get  enough  pictures  to  operate. 
The  accused  exhibitor  then  pointed  out 
to  exchanges  that  only  eight  pictures  over 
a period  of  three  years  had  not  been 
picked  up  for  one  reason  or  another. 

And  so  he  raised  the  question,  “Am  I 
overbought  because  the  competitor  is  un- 
derbought, came  into  a situation  that 
would  not  support  a third  house  for  us, 
has  caused  our  grosses  to  drop  materially 
and  forced  us  to  reduce  admissions?” 

Unless  the  limitations  of  overbuying 
are  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  some 
exhibitors,  particularly  the  one  in  ques- 
tion and  others  like  him,  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  how  widely  effective  volun- 
tary arbitration  can  be. 

Says  N.  Y.  Accepts 
Compulsory  Kind 

New  York — Compulsory  arbitration,  if 
provided  in  contracts,  is  legal  in  New  York, 
in  the  opinion  of  Harry  G.  Kosch,  at- 
torney for  Allied  of  New  York. 

In  a written  communication  to  Box- 
office,  Kosch  states,  “A  provision  in  a 
written  contract  to  settle  by  arbitration 
a controversy  thereafter  arising  between 
the  parties  to  the  contract,  is  now  en- 
forceable. 

“The  contract,  however,  must  be  to  ar- 
bitrate the  precise  matter  as  to  which  ar- 
bitration is  sought,”  he  adds.  “If,  how- 
ever, such  a contract  exists,  and  there 
is  a dispute  which  comes  within  its  pro- 
visions, it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  or 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


See  No  Conciliation  Need 

New  York — Conciliation  v/ill  have  little,  if  any,  importance  in  trade  practice 
regulations,  according  to  distributor  sources.  Ed  Kuykendall,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  is  for  conciliation  and  also  for  putting  it  into  effect  forthwith.  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel,  and  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied,  hold  that  con- 
ciliation has  no  place  in  the  industry  draft. 

The  distributor  angle  is  that  every  attempt  is  made  by  the  parties  involved 
in  a controversy  to  settle  it  before  the  matter  is  recommended  to  arbitration.  That, 
in  itself,  is  conciliation  and  will  always  continue  to  be  the  case  notwithstanding 
the  arbitration  clause  in  the  draft,  it  is  stated.  Therefore,  it  is  felt  no  formal  con- 
ciliation system  is  necessary. 
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TRADE  PACT  UNDERGOING  FURTHER  CHANGES; 
DISTRIBUTORS  NOW  WAIT  WORD  FROM  ALLIED 


Clarification  Is  Aim; 
Distrib.  Concession 
Ceiling  Reached 

New  York — With  distributor  attorneys 
now  engaged  in  making  changes  in  the 
second  trade  practice  draft,  the  industry 
now  is  waiting  on  Abram  P.  Myers,  gen- 
eral counsel  of  Allied,  before  it  can  pro- 
ceed on  further  developments  in  self- 
regulation. 

Additional  alterations  in  the  legal  pre- 
sentation of  certain  clauses  in  the  draft 
have  been  made  since  the  distributors 
negotiating  committee,  and  its  attorneys, 
met  with  Myers  in  Washington  several 
weeks  ago.  It  was  then  agreed  Myers 
would  sit  down  with  major  company  law- 
yers and  simplify  the  language  of  the 
draft  to  conform  with  the  former’s  con- 
ception of  what  is  intended  by  distributors. 

Myers,  in  an  analysis  of  the  second 
draft  from  the  first,  won  out  in  several 
clauses  where  the  phraseology  borders  on 
doubt.  However,  it  is  the  distributors’ 
contention  that  every  precaution  is  being 
made  to  keep  within  the  well-defined  limi- 
tations of  the  anti-trust  law  provisions 
and  that  it  is  for  this  reason  they  are 
proceeding  carefully. 

Distributors  make  no  bones  over  the  fact 
they  will  give  no  further  concessions  than 
those  already  contained  in  the  draft.  All 
that  remains  to  be  done  now,  they  say, 
is  to  clarify  and  simplify  intent. 

No  Exhibitor  Meets  Set 

No  further  meetings  are  scheduled  to 
be  held  with  exhibitor  groups.  As  soon 
as  the  draft  is  worded  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  in  conformity  with  Myers’  sug- 
gestions, it  will  be  sent  to  the  committees 
of  the  MPTOA,  Allied  and  independent 
exhibitor  groups  for  approval. 

Sales  heads  refuse  to  prophesy  when 
the  pact  will  be  completed  or  put  into 
effect.  “In  six  months’’  is  as  good  a guess 
as  any,  they  hold,  but  no  one  will  en- 
circle any  date  on  a calendar  because  of 
the  many  factors  which  have  yet  to  be 
cleared  up  before  an  industry  program 
of  self -regulation  can  be  finalized. 

According  to  one  sales  head,  nothing 
material  will  happen  on  the  draft  for  an- 
other fortnight. 

Simplification  of  the  contract,  which  is 
one  of  the  clauses  in  the  draft,  will  be 
deferred  until  later.  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTOA,  sees  legal  difficulties 
involved  in  breaking  down  the  contract 
into  simple  language,  while  Myers  con- 
tends that,  unless  exhibitors  take  a part 
in  it,  the  simplification  process  will  be 
one-sided.  Distributors,  however,  contend 
they  have  been  trying  for  years  to  sim- 
plify the  contract  without  success  and 
that  it  will  take  some  time  before  this 
can  be  accomplished. 

One  of  the  points  Allied  will  insist  on 


Allied  Drops  Its 
Film  Survey 

New  York — Allied  of  New  York  has 
discontinued  its  monthly  survey  of  new 
picture  deals  until  the  new  season  gets 
under  way.  The  last  analysis  was 
completed  lor  November. 

Allied  of  New  Jersey  dropped  the 
idea  several  months  ago  and  likewise 
will  resume  as  soon  as  the  distributors 
start  selling  of  1939-40  output. 


clearing  up  before  the  draft  trade  is 
worded  to  its  satisfaction  has  to  do  with 
Clause  13,  “Coercing  Contracts.’’  In  ad- 
dition to  distributors  putting  themselves 
on  record  that  they  “shall  not  coerce  any 
exhibitor  to  enter  into  any  contract  for 
the  exhibition  of  motion  pictures,  by  the 
commission  of  any  overt  act  evidencing 
an  intention  to  build  or  otherwise  acquire 
a motion  picture  theatre  for  operation  in 
competition  with  such  exhibitor,’’  Allied 
seeks  to  add  that  there  should  be  “no 
intention  to  build  or  promote  or  otherwise 
acquire”  on  part  of  distributors.  Which, 
in  essence,  means  that  Allied  does  not 
want  distributors,  through  dummy  cor- 
porations, or  outside  persons  to  promote 
the  building  of  a theatre  where  exchange 
men  may  be  frozen  out  in  the  sale  of  their 
product. 

Distributors,  it  is  said,  are  willing  to 
insert  the  clause  Allied  wants  in  this  con- 
nection, but  it  is  held  that  Kuykendall 
views  it  as  meaningless. 

Allied,  however,  has  its  own  thoughts 
on  this  and  is  insisting  on  the  phrase 
being  added,  and  will  take  its  chances  if, 
and  when,  the  occasion  arises. 


May  Adopt  75%  Sales 
Policy  for  "Wind" 

Hollywood — M-G-M  may  adopt  a 75 
and  25  per  cent  sales  policy  for  “Gone 
With  the  Wind.”  The  picture  will  be 
sold  separate  and  apart  from  any  other 
contract,  but  not  before  it  has  been  com- 
pleted and  cut  by  David  O.  Selznick. 

If  the  picture  goes  out  at  75  per  cent 
for  M-G-M  and  25  per  cent  for  the  ex- 
hibitor, the  policy  will  be  uniform  through- 
out the  country. 


Mono.  Stock 
Plan  Dead 

New  York — The  plan  to  liquidate  out- 
standing stock  options  at  the  rate  of  one 
for  each  five  held  has  been  dropped  by 
Monogram  and  will  not  be  acted  upon  at 
the  March  1 stockholders’  meeting  here. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  president,  is  the  larg- 
est individual  option  holder,  his  agreement 
calling  for  48,458.4  shares.  Scott  R.  Dun- 
lap, vice-president  in  charge  of  production, 
is  second  largest  option  holder  with  a call 
on  26,822.6  shares.  J.  A.  Sisto  & Co.,  as  a 
company,  holds  options  on  55,742  shares, 
while  Trem  Carr  has  a call  on  22,822.6 
shares.  Pathe  International’s  option  calls 
for  6,017  shares  and  William  Rhinelander 
Stewart  has  an  option  for  5,000  shares. 

Pathe  International  owns  65,866%  shares 
of  the  company’s  stock,  Johnston,  62,3831/3 
shares;  Sol  A.  Rosenblatt,  1,000  shares; 
J.  A.  Sisto  & Co.,  24,382  shares. 

Among  the  changes  to  be  sought  at  the 
meeting  is  an  amendment  to  the  by-laws 
for  increasing  the  number  of  directors  to 
nine.  The  board  is  now  composed  of  seven, 
namely,  Johnston,  Dunlap,  O.  Henry 
Briggs,  Rosenblatt,  Stewart,  Sisto  and  Carr. 
It  is  proposed  to  add  Leon  Pi’omkess, 
treasurer,  and  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  foreign 
sales  manager. 


Two  Features  Test  Unit 
Production  in  Gotham 

New  York — Behind  the  Atlas  Corpora- 
tion’s financing  of  two  features  now  com- 
pleted at  Eastern  Service  Studio  is  an  ex- 
perimental move  seeking  to  convince  Para- 
moimt  that  unit  production  in  New  York 
is  feasible. 

Tire  “test  tube”  pictures  are  “Back  Door 
to  Heaven”  which  William  K.  Howard  di- 
rected and  “.  . . one  third  of  a nation” 
with  Dudley  Murphy  directing.  Both  pic- 
tures were  fully  financed  by  Atlas  which 
arranged  release  through  Paramount  via 
Edwin  C.  Weisl,  attorney  for  Atlas,  and 
Floyd  B.  Odium. 

The  outcome  will  not  assert  itself,  ob- 
viously, until  the  attractions  get  into  dis- 
tribution and  the  score  card  is  tallied. 


It's  Flexible,  Says  Balaban 

Miami  Beach — Paramount's  budget  for  1939-40  is  "not  fixed,"  Barney  Balaban  in- 
forms 30XOFFICE,  in  denying  reports  that  $25,000,000  has  been  set  for  the  program. 

Paramount's  president  made  it  plain  the  company's  production  outlay  will  de- 
pend wholly  on  current  properties,  stars  and  other  pertinent  elements  considered 
proper  at  the  time  the  season's  schedule  is  anticipated. 

Balaban  said  the  company's  theatre  business  has  been  "off"  for  the  first  two 
weeks  of  the  new  year  as  compared  to  1938,  but  that  later  receipts  have  been 
steadier. 
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SIMPLIFIED  CONTRACT  FORM  ONE  TOUGH  NUT 
TO  CRACK;  MAY  ATTEMPT  IT  AT  LATER  DATE 


Metro  Sales 
Meet  First 


New  York — M-G-M  probably  will  be  the 
first  under  the  wire  with  a sales  conven- 
tion, tentatively  slated  for  and  confined 
to  one  city,  Chicago,  about  March  10  or  15. 

Departing  from  last  year’s  procedure  of 
regional  meetings,  the  new  plan  of  gath- 
ering the  sales  personnel  under  one  roof 
at  the  one  time  is  said  to  be  occasioned 
by  the  revised  sales  approach  necessitated 
by  the  forthcoming  new  trade  practices. 

Of  prime  importance  to  the  salesmen 
are  the  new  limitations  each  must  be 
cautioned  about,  it  is  further  pointed  out. 
In  order  to  familiarize  the  entire  sales 
force  with  this  and  other  significant  fac- 
tors that  have  not  obtained  in  the  past 
it  is  felt  that  regional  sessions  would  only 
be  repetitious,  as  well  as  working  a burden 
on  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager, who  might  be  required  to  travel  all 
over  the  country. 

Given  as  the  reason  for  the  early  date 
of  the  conclave  is  the  advantageous  po- 
sition of  the  company  in  regard  to  con- 
tracts. With  few  exceptions,  every  terri- 
tory is  said  to  have  sold  all  its  possibilities 
for  1938-39. 


Metro  Realignment 
To  Cut  Shorts  List 

Hollywood — Complete  realignment  of 
M-G-M’s  short  subjects  production  lineup 
for  1939-40  is  being  undertaken  by  Fred 
Quimby,  general  short  sales  manager.  The 
revamp  probably  will  reduce  the  schedule 
from  the  current  104  reels,  of  which  24 
are  two-reelers,  to  about  80  reels,  divided 
between  one  and  two  reelers. 

The  move  is  purely  one  of  economics. 
Prevailing  opinion  at  the  company’s  dis- 
trict managers  meeting  in  Chicago  was 
that,  with  the  anticipated  new  trade  prac- 
tices in  effect,  it  would  be  a decidedly  un- 
profitable venture  to  carry  so  many  shorts 
if  they  are  to  be  sold  independent  of 
features. 

Whether  the  new  season  lineup  will  be 
offered  without  certain  of  the  currently 
established  series  has  not  been  determined. 
There  has  been  some  sentiment  along  cut- 
ting a few  of  the  present  series  numerical- 
ly rather  than  dropping  one  or  two  in  their 
entirety.  The  “Our  Gang”  and  “Captain 
and  the  Kids”  series  have  been  mentioned 
as  possible  drop  outs.  The  latter  might  be 
replaced  with  the  new  crop  of  Harman- 
Ising  cartoons.  The  former  might  have 
another  new  series  called  “Tlie  Passing 
Parade”  to  fill  the  spot. 


New  O'Brien  Contract 

Hollywood — George  O'Brien  has  signed 
a new  pact  with  RKO  calling  for  six  west- 
erns on  the  1939-40  schedule. 


Lawyers  Chief  Obstacle, 
Majors  Admit;  Won't 
Delay  New  Program 

New  York — Neither  party  to  the  trade 
practice  parleys  is  making  an  issue  over  a 
new  form  of  simplified  standard  contract. 

Although  the  exhibition  branch  has 
either  individually  or  collectively  sought 
such  a revised  contract  over  the  years 
and  some  sales  managers,  for  a like  pe- 
riod, have  recognized  its  desirability,  there 
is  mutual  agreement  that  it  is  a virtual 
impossibility. 

Distributor  leaders  are  frank  enough 
to  say  that  their  lawyers  are  the  greatest 
obstacle.  The  legal  minds  are  pictured  as 
being  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  their  companies  out  of  every  con- 
ceivable kind  of  entanglement.  In  recog- 
nition of  this,  they  have  so  cluttered  up 
standard  contracts  with  legal  verbiage  that 
it  sometimes  takes  from  six  months,  for 
the  average  deal,  to  two  years  for  larger 
circuit  deals,  to  become  sufficiently  clari- 
fied for  consummation. 

Exhibitors  claim  they  are  hard  put  to 
determine  what  their  rights  are  under 
the  standard  contract  as  it  now  exists. 
Branch  managers  are  not  hesitant  about 
admitting  they,  too,  are  not  always  clear 
on  the  subject.  The  primary  benefit  of  a 
simplified  contract  would  be  to  set  up,  for 
ready  reference,  the  respective  obligations 
of  buyer  and  seller.  Since  it  is  held  that 
to  arrive  at  such  a millennium  would  re- 
quire months  of  negotiation  and  to  insist 
upon  it  now  would  only  delay  adoption  of 
proposed  new  trade  practices  indefinitely, 
neither  distributors  or  exhibitors  are  press- 
ing for  immediate  action. 

Both  sides  are  resting  the  matter  on 
the  assmnption  that,  once  the  new  distrib- 
utor proposals  are  put  into  practice  and 
the  machinery  begins  to  run  smoothly, 
there  will  be  time  to  tackle  the  simplified 
contract. 


New  Product  Deals  Will 
Bring  Skouras  Mar,  1 

New  York — Spyros  Skouras,  operating 
head  of  National  Theatres,  is  due  to  re- 
turn to  New  York  March  1.  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
film  buyer  for  Fox  West  Coast,  will  come 
east  with  him  for  his  usual  extended  stay 
here  on  new  product  deals.  William  T. 
Powers,  chief  film  buyer  for  the  circuit, 
returned  from  the  two-day  National  Tliea- 
tres’  division  managers  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles  early  in  the  week.  Edward  Zabel, 
assistant  to  Skouras,  is  due  in  a few  days. 

Details  are  now  being  worked  out  on  the 
new  drive  for  National  Theatres’  various 
units.  No  date  has  been  set  for  the  next 
partners’  meeting.  Charles  P.  Skouras, 
head  of  FWC,  is  due  shortly  from  Greece 
and  a vacation  on  the  Continent. 


Albany  Gets 
FBI  Study 

Albany — FBI  men  on  assignment  from 
Washington  are  still  active  here  investi- 
gating complaints  of  local  exhibitors,  prin- 
cipally a number  of  Allied  of  New  York 
state  members,  in  connection  with  the 
government’s  pending  suit  against  major 
companies. 

The  federal  investigators  have  been  here 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  state  checking 
up  on  alleged  unfair  practices  of  major 
circuits  and  distributors  on  and  off  for 
the  past  few  months. 

It  is  understood  one  of  the  FBI  men 
informed  exhibitors  contacted  that  the 
department  of  justice  does  not  intend  to 
relent  on  its  intensive  investigation  of 
activities  by  the  major  circuits  and  film 
companies  and,  where  allegations  stand  up 
factually,  they  will  be  used  as  part  of  the 
government’s  case  when  it  comes  to  trial 
in  New  York  federal  court. 

From  reliable  som’ces,  it  is  learned  ex- 
hibitors, called  upon  by  Ralph  Butter- 
worth  and  Seymour  Kreiger,  FBI  men, 
previously,  had  submitted  written  com- 
plaints either  directly  to  Washington  or 
to  Allied  of  New  York  headquarters  in 
New  York.  Exhibitors  are  being  asked  to 
make  themselves  available  as  witnesses  in 
the  event  such  material  found  valuable 
will  be  used  as  part  of  the  government’s 
anti-trust  action. 


FBI  Activity  in  New  York 
Sector  Lacks  Intensity 

New  York — Very  little  activity  is  no- 
ticed here  on  part  of  FBI  men  by  local 
exhibitors  who  for  the  past  few  months 
have  been  interviewed  on  complaints  filed 
with  Allied  of  New  York  and  the  ITOA. 


Levy  Is  State  Witness 
In  Waterbury  Trial 

Waterbury,  Conn. — Edward  G.  Levy,  at- 
torney and  legal  counsel  for  the  MPTOA, 
has  been  called  as  the  second  and  one  of 
the  state’s  leading  witnesses  in  the  Wat- 
erbury “million-dollar”  conspiracy  trial  in 
which  he  was  indicted  with  23  others. 

Levy  testified  he  received  municipal 
checks  totaling  over  $100,000  from  1930  to 
1937  for  an  electric  light  survey  for  the 
city,  but  turned  back  all  but  $22,000  to 
Alderman  Thomas  P.  Kelly.  The  witness 
faces  possible  prosecution  for  perjury  be- 
cause of  conflicts  between  his  first  story 
told  before  the  grand  jury  and  that  being 
told  at  the  present  trial,  and  defense  coun- 
sel considered  a great  victory  the  permis- 
sion granted  by  Judge  Inglis  to  open  the 
grand  jury  minutes  for  the  purpose  of 
cross-examining  the  state  witness  on  con- 
tradictory testimony. 
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Doctor:  It  took  12 
cups  of  coffee  to 
sober  him  in  time. 


Convict:  He  gave 
himself  up  in  or- 
der to  be  taken  to 
Lordsburg;  where 
three  men  waited 
to  kill  him. 


Man  of  Mystery: 
A strange  whim, 
something  from 
the  past...fGrced 
him  to  go  on  . 


Dance-Hail  Girl: 
Nothing  mattered 
but  a man  she’d 
never  seen  before. 


IjM 

Wife:  "We  musf 
go  on.  I’ve  got  to 
find  my  husband." 


Marshal ; Why  did  he 
reiease  his  prisoner? 


Traveling  Salesman: 
"I’m  a married  man 
...father  of  five...! 
insist  we  go  back." 


Banker:  Why  so 
carefui  of  the  little 
black  bag  ? 


Driver:  He  wanted 
to  go  home. 
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Here  it  is  . . a motion  picture  of  real  GRSATM^mP 
It  answers  the  exhibitor's  definition  of  greatness  with 
lx>x-6Hice  . . the  producer's  definition  with  production 
perfection.  . and  the  public's  definition  with  superb  acting 

and  ONE  SMASH  Gi.lMAH  AFTER  ANOTHER. 

Preview  reports,  columnists'  comments,  the  Holl3rwood 
grapevine  already  are  spreading  the  word  f^cxoss  thj 
coimtry  that  "Stagecoach"  is  as  big  as  the  plains  . . yet  tt 


nitely  create  film  history.  In  acting  ,an<i 
CQ§ch"grips.you  aMdiilMia;  laiEysi^.ao.  Ma 


lOirector  of  ''Hurricane" 
and  "The  Informer") 


A WALTER  WANGER  Productioii  • Directed  by  JOHN  I 

with  CLAIRE  TREVOR  . JOHN  WAYNE 

Andy  DEVINE»John  CARRADINE  •Thomas  MITCHELL*  Louise  PLATT»George  BANCROFT  •Donald  MEEIC^flertoo  CHURCHILL  •Tim  HOLT 

RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


CONSENT  DECREE  TO  END  GOVERNMENT'S  SUIT 
HELD  UNLIKELY;  IS  VIEWED  AS  NO  SOLUTION 


Prefer  Determination  of 
Trade  Rights  by  Court 
To  Set  Future  Course 


New  York — The  diligence  with  which 
attorneys  for  the  major  circuits  con- 
tested the  temporary  injimction  sought  by 
the  department  of  justice  in  the  govern- 
ment anti-trust  suit  is  construed  as  an 
indication  of  a fight  to  the  finish,  pre- 
cluding with  it  the  possibility  of  a consent 
decree. 

In  making  known  the  long-anticipated 
arrangement  with  the  department  whereby 
the  government  abandons  its  original  plan 
for  a restraining  order  to  halt  theatre  ac- 
tivity by  the  circuits  pending  trial  of  the 
case  on  merits,  the  correspondence  is 
marked  with  extremely  firm  politeness. 
However,  it  is  symptomatic  of  what  Box- 
office  learns  to  be  a representative  point 
of  view  toward  the  litigation  at  large.  The 
viewpoint  is  that  a consent  decree,  carry- 
ing with  it  admission  of  guilt  on  the 
charges  named  plus  a promise  never  more 
to  commit  the  identical  transgressions, 
would  be  ineffective  in  that  no  issues 
thereby  would  be  solved  and  no  planning 
of  future  industry  course,  therefore,  would 
become  possible. 

If  the  courts  of  the  land  are  to  rule 
production  and  distribution  cannot  have 
exhibition  as  their  bedfellow,  or  in  re- 
verse, the  majors  appear  determined  to 
learn  about  it  so  that  they  can  figure 
where  they  go  from  there.  The  consent  de- 
cree method,  for  which  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel  of  Allied,  struck  in  Bos- 
ton last  week,  is  not  regarded  as  any 
answer. 


Complete  Divorcement 
Still  Government  Goal 

Washington- — Nothing  less  than  the  com- 
plete divorcement  of  exhibition  from  pro- 
duction and  distribution  will  satisfy  the 
department  of  justice  in  its  New  York 
suit  against  the  industry,  it  is  disclosed 
by  Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman 
Arnold. 

This  position  was  voiced  by  the  head  of 
the  anti-trust  division  in  making  public 
details  of  the  agreement  reached  with  the 
producer-distributor  defendants  for  the 
reporting  of  theatre  holding  changes  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  the  suit,  under  which 
the  department,  at  least  temporarily,  drops 
its  plan  to  seek  to  enjoin  those  defendants 
against  further  acquisitions. 

Announcing  the  modus  operandi  which 
has  been  developed,  Arnold  outlined  his 
view  of  the  major  aim  of  the  Government 
in  the  New  York  suit  and  explained  the 
department’s  attitude  under  the  agree- 
ment. 

“Any  decree  of  the  court  which  may  be 


From:  Circuits 
To:  T.W. Arnold 

New  York — The  basis  for  the  under- 
standing between  major  circuits  and  the 
department  of  justice  under  which  the 
government  for  the  present,  at  least, 
abandons  plans  for  a temporary  injunc- 
tion to  halt  theatre  activity  pending  trial, 
was  struck  in  a letter  to  Thurman  W. 
Arnold  dated  November  21,  1938. 

It  cites  expiring  leases,  shifting  theatre 
centers  and  other  factors  among  the  rea- 
sons why  a blanket  halt  would  run  coun- 
ter to  circuit  interests,  this  ground  having 
been  fully  covered  in  Boxoffice  on  Sept. 
24,  1938.  Simpson,  Thacher  and  Bartlett 
for  Paramount;  J.  Robert  Rubin  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.;  Robert  W.  Perkins  for  War- 
ners; Richard  E.  Dwight  of  Dwight,  Har- 
ris, Koegel  and  Caskey  for  20th-Fox,  and 


National  Theatres  and  Donovan,  Leisure, 
Newton  and  Lumbard  for  Irving  Trust  as 
trustee  for  RKO  jointly  signed  the  counter 
proposal  letter  which  follows: 

“Confirming  our  conference  of  Novem- 
ber 16,  relative  to  your  request  that  we 
stipulate  to  a temporary  injunction  with 
respect  to  theatre  holdings  until  a de- 
termination of  the  above  entitled  suit 
(United  States  vs.  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc.,  et  al.)  on  its  merits,  we  wish  to 
restate  our  position  that,  while  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  consent  to  an  injunc- 
tion, we  have  a counter-suggestion  which 
we  believe  fully  meets  the  purpose  you 
seek. 

“We  have  already  submitted  to  you  a 
separate  memorandum  for  each  of  the  pro- 
ducer-exhibitor defendants  showing  its 
theatre  situation  in  each  of  the  past  four 
or  five  years,  from  which  you  will  ob- 
serve that  the  theatre  situation  of  each 
of  these  defendants  differs  from  the  oth- 
ers. Before  submitting  our  proposal  we 
(Continued  on  page  18) 


rendered  will  be  binding  upon  the  de- 
fendants in  their  operations  throughout 
the  United  States  as  well  as  in  the  New 
York  area. 

“On  the  basis  of  these  definite  repre- 
sentations and  of  the  proposals  set  out 
above,  the  department  has  concluded  that 
it  will  not,  for  the  present,  apply  for  a 
temporary  injunction. 

“This  conclusion  will  in  no  way  prevent 
the  United  States  from  applying  to  the 
court  for  temporary  injunction  either 
with  respect  to  any  particular  local  situ- 
ation involving  an  independent  exhibitor 
or  for  an  injimction  binding  upon  the 
defendants  everywhere  in  the  United 
States,  if  it  should  appear  at  any  time 
that  the  public  interest  or  the  protection 
of  the  interests  of  independent  exhibitors 
so  requires,  or  that  the  defendants  or  any 
of  them  have  breached  their  commitments 
to  the  department. 

“The  deparment  is  proceeding  with  the 
case  on  the  merits,  looking  toward  its 
trial  and  final  decision.  The  foregoing 
undertaking  of  the  producer-exhibitors  is 
believed  to  afford  the  department  ap- 
propriate opportunity,  in  the  meanwhile, 
to  protect  the  interests  of  independent 
exhibitors  and  of  the  public.” 


Injunction  Fears 
Are  Diminished 


New  York — Apprehension  over  a pos- 
sible preliminary  injunction  action  by  the 
department  of  justice  against  producer-ex- 
hibitor defendants  in  the  government  suit 
in  order  to  maintain  a “status  quo”  of 
theatre  activity  pending  adjudication  of 
the  suit  has  virtually  disappeared  among 
major  attorneys,  one  of  this  group  informs 
Boxoffice.  .^^39 

He  said:  “We  (majo’- -axi- 
ally reached  •/.  ^xiiong  our- 


selves our  position  known 

to  Th  -xxnold.  In  principle,  it  means 

that  tiiere  will  be  no  preliminary  injunc- 
tion as  long  as  we  keep  Arnold  informed 
periodically  as  to  our  theatre  activity. 
Arnold  has  our  letter  on  this  and  we  ex- 
pect him  to  sign  it.  Formal  announce- 
ment will  have  to  come  from  him.” 


This  source  explained  that  the  lettei 
would  have  probably  been  signed  by  now 
but  Arnold’s  illness  delayed  this  formality 


MAJOR  CIRCUITS  WILL  NOT  AGREF.  tq  HALT 

■-  September  24.  1938 

_ EXPANSION;  SEE  INVESmLNTS  ENDANGERED 

Headlines  That  Pointed  the  Way — 

As  far  back  as  September  24,  1938,  Boxoffice  reported  major  circuits  would 
not  agree  to  any  halt  in  what  they  regard  as  normal  theatre  activities.  On 
January  21  appeared  the  advance  indication  an  understanding  was  under 
way  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  a temporary  injunction  restraining  any  such 
enterprise. 
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IT  WAS  a thoughtful,  provocative 
and  interesting  analysis  of  Hol- 
lywood and  the  why  of  some  of  its 
shortcomings  which  Dudley  Nichols, 
president  of  the  Screen  Writers' 
Guild,  made  before  the  National 
Board  of  Review.  Worth  the  record- 
ing in  generous  dabs  because  his 
searching  approach  may  furnish  the 
key  to  the  growing  wave  of  ex- 
hibitor complaints  over  product  and 
the  frequent  interruptions  in  its  qual- 
ity flow.  Nichols  now: 

The  real  sins  of  Hollywood  concern 
the  public  lives  of  the  makers  of  mo- 
tion pictures.  First,  in  the  fact  that 
they  control  the  most  exciting  medium 
of  dramatic  expression  the  world  has 
ever  seen  and  they  do  not  back  this 
medium  up  with  sufficient  courage, 
knowledge  and  imagination.  They 
are  timid  beyond  belief  in  breaking 
new  ground.  No  new  story  material 
will  be  touched  until  it  has  already 
appeared  in  the  old  proving  ground — 
the  fiction  magazines,  novels,,  the 
stage.  The  producers  wait  for  writers 
in  other  fields  of  expression  to  come 
forward  with  the  products  of  their 
imaginations  before  they  will  dare  to 
venture  into  new  fields.  They  rake 
over  the  fields  of  the  past  endlessly. 
They  look  through  their  account  books 
for  the  successes  of  the  past  and, 
wherever  there  was,  a good  harvest, 
they  sow  again.  Revival  after  revival 
comes  forward.  Soon  they  are  pro- 
ducing revivals  of  revivals.  And, 
finally,  we  see  revivals  of  revivals  of 
revivals.  Hollywood  is  turning  into  a 
mammoth  revival  meeting.  Read  the 
papers  about  the  pictures  in  pro- 
duption.  "Beau  Geste,"  "The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame,"  "The  Three 
Musketeers,"  "The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask" — they  are  endless.  And  almost 
every  western  picture  is  a re-hash 
of  the  same  old  material. 

His  Sin  No,  2 

The  practice  of  putting  star  above 
story.  The  sad  truth  is  that,  ulti- 
mately, this  is  bad  even  for  the  star. 
The  producers  find  it  much  easier — 
it  requires  less  energy  and  imagina- 
tion-— to  create  a stock  in  trade  of 
stars  than  to  create  a trademark  that 
will  mean  a new  and  exciting  picture 
. . . The  energy  of  both  producers  and 
vrriters  goes,  to  building  up  this  capital 
of  stars  and,  once  a studio  has  a great 
array  of  star  names,  it  feels  it  can 
lie  back  on  the  oars  and  sell  any 
kind  of  story  so  long  as  two  or  three 
of  these  names  can  appear  on  the 
marquees  of  the  theatres.  And,  at  this 
point,  they  are  no  longer  selling  mo- 
tion pictures — the  entertainment  of 
great  illusion — they  are  selling  indi- 
viduals. The  very  essence  of  great 


acting  is  to  submerge  your  own  per- 
sonality in  the  character  you  are 
creating.  But,  when  a promising  young 
actor  has  been  built  into  g leading 
man,  this  illusion  must  be  destroyed; 
the  audience  must  never  be  allowed 
to  forget  for  a moment  they  are  see- 
ing Clark  Gable  or  Robert  Taylor  or 
Ty  Power. 

His  Sin  No,  3 

The  censorship  that  Hollywood  has 
fashioned  for  itself.  This  censorship 
is  largely  a result  of  timidity  and  bad 
taste.  They  have  allowed  it  to  grow 
until  it  stifles  almost  every  honest  ef- 
fort at  honest  story  telling.  It  is  no 
longer  possible  to  deal  with  the  every- 
day scene  of  life  around  us.  The 
actual  censorship  is  largely  a moral 
censorship,  and  yet  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  essence  of  morality  is  truth. 
If  a certain  phase  of  life  cannot  be 
handled  truthfully  without  offending 
the  moral  sense  of  an  audience,  then 
it  should  be  left  alone.  But,  there  are 
thousands  of  phases  of  life  that  can 
Pe  dealt  with  dramatically  in  the 
strictest  truth  without  offense  and  it 
only  requires  courage  and  imagina- 
tion to  make  pictures  dealing  with 
these  phases  of  life. 

His  Fourth  and  Final 

The  failure  of  Hollywood  to  make 
class,  pictures  . . . Always  every  pic- 
ture is  made  for  a general  audience. 
The  result  is  that  a story  that  is 
aimed  at  adult  minds  has  to  be  weak- 
ened in  the  attempt  to  make  it  palat- 
able also  for  a six-year  old  child. 
And  a story  that  should  have  its  di- 
rect appeal  to  children  must  have  in- 
jected into  it  features  to  attract  also 
a mature  audience.  It  is  plain  to  see 
the  reason  for  this  generalizing  of  all 
pictures,.  It  is  the  high  cost  of  pic- 
ture making  today.  But  some  way 
should  be  found  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  pictures  which  ore  aimed  at  a smal- 
ler audience.  Producers  must  cease 
thinking  purely  in  terms  of  the  great- 
est profit  because  that  is  not  really 
the  most  profitable  thing  to  do.  So 
great  an  industry  must  think  in  terms 
of  the  future  . . . Motion  picture  pro- 
ducers . . . are  ambassadors  to  the 
world  . . . Unless  they  make  pictures 
that  appeal  to  mature  intelligences, 
they  will  not  only  cease  to  draw  into 
their  theatres  new  audiences,  but  they 
will  lose  their  old  in  time.  The  stock 
in  trade  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try is  not  only  its  studios,  its  stars, 
its  producers,  its  directors,  its  writers 
— it  is,  its  audiences. 

These  are  the  public  sins  of  Holly- 
wood. They  cannot  be  corrected  in  a 
day,  but  the  time  must  come  when 
they  are  corrected.  If  for  no  other 
reason  than  for  profit — the  god  of 
(Continued  on  page  24) 
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''Blues^'  Bucks  and 
Beats  Blizzard 


In  the  face  of  terrific  snow  storms  and  zero 
weather  in  three  of  its  first  five  engage- 
ments, Paramount’s  big  showboat  show, 
“ST.  LOUIS  BLUES’’— with  Dorothy 
Lamour  and  Lloyd  Nolan — opened  to  sen- 
sational business,  beating  the  receipts  of 
many  previous  outstanding  Paramount 
hits. 

In  La  Crosse,  Wise.,  at  the  Hollywood 
Theatre,  the  first  three  days’  take  hit  the 
high  marks  of  “Spawn  of  the  North”, 
“Buccaneer”,  “If  1 Were  King”.  At  the 
Capitol  Theatre,  Burlington,  Iowa, 
“Blues”  beat  the  grosses  piled  up  by 
“Buccaneer”  and  “If  I Were  King”. ..and 
at  the  Quincy,  111.,  Orpheum  Theatre,  the 
receipts  exceeded  the  take  on  every  other 
picture  except  “Men  With  Wings”. 

Opening  at  the  Saenger  Theatre  in  New 
Orleans  on  Saturday,  “St.  Louis  Blues” 
did  tremendous  business  over  the  week- 
end, beating  the  take  of  “Wells  Fargo”, 
“Men  With  Wings”  and  “If  1 Were  King”, 
three  top  Paramount  grossers.  At  the 
Majestic  Theatre  in  Evansville,  “Blues” 
will  close  its  first  week  garnering  more 
dough  than  “Bluebeard’s  Eighth  Wife”, 
“SpawnoftheNorth”and“lf  I Were  King”. 

All  of  which  proves  one  thing  . . . that  no 
matter  how  cold  the  weather  is  — “St. 
Louis  Blues”  is  red  hot! 


They  Can’t  Stop  Talking 

A few  of  the  Home  Office  execs  just  re- 
turned from  Max  Fleischer’s  Miami  stu- 
dios where  his  first  full-length  technicolor 
cartoon  feature,  “GULLIVER’S  TRAV- 
ELS” is  well  under  way.  And  they  say  it’s 
— to  put  it  mildly — terrificolossal.  Super- 
perfect technically  . . . with  spectacle,  ro- 
mance, music...they  just  can’t  stop  talking. 
So,  we  make  a prediction:  “Gulliver’s 
Travels”  will  be  one  of  the  very  top 
grossers  this  industry  has  ever  seen.  Smart 
showmen  will  start  laying  their  plans  now 
to  get  their  share  of  the  take. 


/o 


PARAMOUNT 


Nineteen,  Count  ’Em, 
Nineteen 

Believe  it,  or  see  it  for  yourself,  Madeleine 
Carroll  in  Paramount’s“CAFE  SOCIETY” 
soon  to  be  released,  has  nineteen  costume 
changes — each  a special  creation  designed 
by  Edith  Head,  noted  stylist.  Says  Miss 
Head:  “This  wardrobe  is  the  most  extra- 
vagant in  Paramount  history.”  Can’t  you 
just  hear  feminine  hearts  a’fluttering  from 
coast  to  coast?  Fred  MacMurray  opposite 
Miss  Carroll  insures  a different  kind  of 
pulse  palpitation. 


From  Coast  to  Coast 


Paramount  again  leads  the  way  in  exploi- 
tation. Plans  have  already  been  drawn 
which  will  place  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
“UNION  PACIFIC”  before  the  American 
public  as  no  picture  has  ever  before  been 
presented.  Tie-ups  reaching  millions  of 
readers  (watch  for  announcements)  . . . 
simultaneous  World  Premieres  in  a num- 
ber of  key  citys . . . gigantic  railroad  caravan 
across  the  country  heralding  “Union 
Pacific.”  Reports  from  the  coast  indicate 
that  the  picture  will  he  more  than  worthy 
of  the  exploitation  it  will  receive.  So  keep 
your  ears  to  the  tracks,  boys  . . .“Union 
Pacific  ” is  coming  your  way  with  a roar 
that  will  be  heard  from  coast  to  coast. 


And  Speaking  of  Railroads 

As  a result  of  this  unbeatable  work  in 
“I’M  FROM  MISSOURI”,  soon  to  hit 
the  screens  of  the  nation.  Bob  Burns  will 
play  the  title  role  of  “Casey  Jones”,  the 
brave  railroad  hero  who  stuck,  to  his 
throttle  and  whose  fame  has  been  sung 
by  generations  of  Americans.  Incidentally, 
Bob  comes  to  the  role  with  plenty  of  ex- 
perience, having  been  born  and  raised  in 
the  railroad  town  of  Roseberg,  Oregon. 
IMPORTANT  NOTE:  Julian  Josephson, 
the  man  who  wrote  many  of  the  Will 
Rogers  successes,  and  who  is  famous  for 
homely,  down-to-earth  humor,  has  been 
assigned  to  write  the  screen  story. 


Paramount  Radio  Report 


A checkup  of  radio  appearances  of  Para- 
mount players  during  the  past  week  re- 
veals that  twelve  stars  appeared  on  coast- 
to-coast  broadcasts,  with  full  credit  given 
over  the  air  to  as  many  pictures  in  which 
they  appear. 

Monday:  Producer-Director  Cecil  B. 
DeMille  announced  the  latest  news  about 
“Union  Pacific”  on  his  Radio  Theatre  pro- 
gram. He  introduced  Bob  Burns  and  Fay 
Bainter,  stars  of  “Arkansas  Traveler”  who 
appeared  in  a radio  version  of  that  picture. 
Bob’s  newest  picture  “ I’m  From  Missouri” 
also  got  a strong  plug. 

Tuesday:  Bob  Hope  and  Martha  Raye  on 
both  NBC  and  CBS  hook-ups  with  credit 
to  “Never  Say  Die,”  their  latest  Paramount 
laugh -getter,  slated  for  early  release. 

Wednesday:  Charlie  Ruggles,  regular 
member  of  the  Star  Theatre  troupe  and  a 
Paramount  star,  talked  about  “Boy 
Trouble”  and  “Invitation  to  Happiness”, 
his  two  latest  hits. 

Thursday:  “The  Star  Maker”  in  which 
Bing  Crosby  will  next  appear,  and  his 
current  hit,  “Paris  Honeymoon”,  both  got 
strong  plugs  on  his  Music  Hall  program. 
Bob  Burns  again  got  in  a word  for  “I’m 
From  Missouri”. 

Friday:  Burns  and  Allen  gave  time  to  “The 
Gracie  Allen  Murder  Case” — the  star  of 
which  is  . . . guess  who? 

Sunday:  Dorothy  Lamour  and  Jack  Benny, 
on  separate  programs  over  NBC,  gave 
“Man  About  Town”,  in  which  they  both 
appear,  a strong  send-off.  Mary  Boland, 
who  is  co-starred  with  Charlie  Ruggles  in 
“Boy  Trouble”,  was  heard  on  the  Screen 
Actors’  program,  with,  of  course,  mention 
for  the  picture. 

So,  you  see.  Paramount  gives  exhibitors 
day-by-day,  hour-by-hour  radio  publicity 
. . . the  effective  kind . . . the  kin  d that  keeps 
ticket-takers  working  overtime  I 


Wanted:  Asbestos 

Scoring  has  been  started  on  the  “Some 
Like  It  Hot”  music  by  Gene  Krupa  and 
his  orchestra  . . . and  the  songs  are  burn- 
ing up  the  paper  they’re  written  on.  This 
new  Paramount  sizzler  with  Bob  Hope  and 
Shirley  Ross  in  the  top  spots  is  now  before 
the  cameras  ...  so  keep  your  eyes  peeled 
for  this  one ! 


New  York  Accepts  Compulsory 
Arbitration,  Says  Attorney 


Arbitration  Proves 
Knotty  Problem 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
nates,  mostly  on  the  distributor  side,  oc- 
cupied the  seats  of  the  original  appointees 
after  the  second  session. 

Another  serious  objection  was  the  ap- 
pointment by  Former  Administrator  Sol 
A.  Rosenblatt  of  outside  men  as  impar- 
tial observers  with  the  right  to  vote  in 
case  of  tie.  These  men  in  practically  all 
cases  were  lawyers  unfamiliar  with  the 
industry  and  its  problems.  The  conten- 
tion was  these  men,  being  legally  minded, 
were  swayed  by  eloquent  speeches  by  at- 
torneys for  either  the  plaintiffs  or  de- 
fendants. 

Distributors  now  feel  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions in  any  territory  to  agree  with  sales 
heads  in  the  same  areas  on  at  least  ten 
men,  to  be  set  up  as  a neutral  panel,  and 
who  have  some  knowledge  of  the  indus- 
try without  being  a part  in  it.  It  is  true 
some  of  the  ten  men  may  never  be  called 
upon,  but  the  idea  is  to  select,  by  agree- 
ment, such  a number  who  may  be  avail- 
able in  the  event  they  are  needed.  These 
men  would  be  given  the  power  to  cast  a 
vote  in  the  event  of  a tie  and  would  be 
compensated  for  their  time  only  where  a 
request  for  compensation  is  made. 

At  the  moment,  it  is  suggested  one  dis- 
tributor, one  exhibitor  and  one  neutral 
man  comprise  local  arbitration  boards.  But 
this  does  not  limit  the  number  to  three 
if  it  is  agreed  by  the  parties  involved  in 
a dispute  to  increase  to  five,  or  even  seven. 
That  is  the  reason  for  general  panels  of 
20 — ten  exhibitors  and  ten  distributors — 
for  each  exchange  area. 

One  of  the  most  vital  issues  in  connec- 
tion with  arbitration  board  setups,  as  far 
as  Allied  and  independent  exhibitor  groups 
are  concerned,  is  the  question  of  deter- 
mining whether  a major  circuit  represen- 
tative shall  be  regarded  as  a distributor 
representative. 

Another  question  arises  as  to  the  classi- 
fication of  an  exhibitor  such  as  Myer 
Schine  and  Si  Fabian,  for  example,  who 
are  interested  with  major  circuits  in  some 
areas  and  not  in  others.  Are  they  to  be 
regarded  as  affiliated  circuit  men  entirely 
or  merely  in  those  areas  where  they  are 
associated  with  one  of  the  five  major  cir- 
cuits in  a pooling  deal,  or  otherwise? 

Although  the  question  is  moot  on  the 
legality  of  compulsory  arbitration,  some 
attorneys  holding  that  the  Paramount 
Famous  Lasky  case  against  the  United 
States  does  not  rule  the  procedure  con- 
trary to  Federal  statutes,  distributors  will 
adopt  a voluntary  stand  by  asking  all  ex- 
hibitors to  sign  an  arbitration  clause  in 
contracts.  Sales  heads  close  to  the  trade 
practice  meetings  state  distributors  have 
agreed  among  themselves  and  have  also 
lined  up  the  five  major  circuits  to  arbi- 
trate overbuying  and  clearance  and  zon- 
ing. That  being  the  case,  it  is  felt  all 
independent  exhibitors  should  do  likewise. 

Allied  and  members  of  the  seven  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  organizations  attending 
negotiations  on  trade  practices  will  con- 
sent to  voluntary  arbitration  provided  the 
terms  set  forth  in  the  arbitration  pro- 
posal by  distributors  meet  with  their 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

judge  in  all  ordinary  cases  to  enforce  it, 
and  a refusal  to  do  so  is  error  which  will 
be  reversed  on  appeal.” 

Kosch  makes  his  views  clear  after  read- 
ing various  articles  on  arbitration  in  Box- 
office.  He  says,  as  counsel  for  New  York 
Allied,  “I  am  thoroughly  in  accord  with 
submitting  all  disputes  to  arbitration.” 

He  then  points  to  the  statute  adopted 
by  the  state  legislature  in  1920  and  re- 
pealed in  1937  for  a more  comprehensive 
law. 

“So  far  as  the  law  of  New  York  is  con- 
cerned, a contract  to  settle  by  arbitration 
a controversy  thereafter  arising  between 
the  parties  to  a contract,  which  contains 
a provision  to  submit  any  such  contro- 
versies to  arbitration,  is  valid  and  en- 
forceable. The  arbitration  law  adopted 
by  the  state  legislature  of  this  state  in 
1920  was  repealed  in  1937,  and  in  place 
thereof  a very  comprehensive  arbitration 
statute  was  adopted  and  is  now  contained 
in  article  84  of  the  Civil  Practice  Act  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

“Contrary  to  popular  belief,”  Kosch 
continues,  “prior  to  the  enactment  of  the 
arbitration  law  of  1920,  an  agreement  to 
arbitrate  was  legal  in  New  York  and  dam- 
ages were  recoverable  for  a breach  there- 
of, but  specific  performance  of  the  prom- 
ise could  not  be  enforced,  nor  could  the 
promise  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  an  action 
and  it  would  not  support  a motion  to  stay 
an  action.  The  purpose  of  the  statute 
was  to  make  specific  performances  com- 
pellable. 

“The  only  new  public  policy  declared  by 
this  law  is  the  removal  of  the  ban  that 
had  been  laid  by  the  decisions  of  the  court 
upon  general  and  executory  agreements 


approval.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  presi- 
dent, recently  informed  Boxoffice  that 
“not  only  will  Allied  sign  as  an  organi- 
zation, but  every  unit  will  be  urged  to 
sign  if  the  provisions  set  forth  on  arbi- 
tration meet  with  our  approval.”  He  add- 
ed, “You  don’t  think  we  would  go  into  this 
thing  if  we  weren’t  going  to  sign?” 

However,  as  the  distributor  proposals  on 
arbitration  now  stand,  many  points  have 
to  be  cleared  up  before  Allied  will  accept. 
This  is  being  left  to  Abram  F.  Myers, 
general  counsel  for  Allied,  to  work  out 
with  major  company  counsel. 

Independent  exhibitors,  in  demanding 
arbitration,  do  not  want  burdensome  ex- 
penses with  it.  Ed  Kuykendall,  president 
of  the  MPTOA,  in  his  recent  bulletin  seeks 
the  establishment  of  local  boards  with 
competent  secretaries.  If  local  secretaries 
are  to  be  employed,  this  means  the  ex- 
pense will  have  to  be  divided  among  ex- 
changes and  exhibitor  organizations  in 
each  territory.  Some  exhibitors  hold  the 
employment  of  permanent  secretaries  an 
unnecessary  expense  and  should  be  done 
away  with.  However,  they  do  allow  that, 
where  an  exhibitor  wants  a record  made 
of  a hearing  in  which  he  is,  or  may  be, 
involved,  he  should  stand  the  cost  of  the 


for  the  arbitration  of  future  differences. 
By  this  statute  the  legislature  of  New 
York  has  said  that  the  parties,  to-wit, 
the  arbitrators,  shall  be  the  tribunal  for 
the  trial.” 

Enforcement  by  the  court  of  arbitration 
awards  was  definitely  determined  in  the 
case  of  American  Eagle  Fire  Insurance 
against  New  Jersey  Insurance  Co.,  Kosch 
adds.  The  court  of  appeals  decided  that 
the  legislature,  by  the  enactment  of  the 
arbitration  law,  and  the  court  upholding 
broadly  the  constitutionality  of  the  statute 
(Matter  of  Berkowitz  v.  Arbib.,  230  N.  Y. 
261),  have  given  a new  importance  to  ar- 
bitration tribunals  set  up  by  the  parties 
as  a substitute  for  the  courts  in  a set- 
tlement of  controversies,  he  says. 

“The  court  of  appeals  of  this  state 
held  that  the  arbitration  statute  is  not 
violative  of  the  state  constitution  secur- 
ing the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  the  right  is 
one  that  may  be  waived,  and  it  is  waived 
by  a consent  to  arbitrate.  The  court  of 
appeals  further  held  that  the  statute  does 
not  violate  the  provisions  of  our  state 
constitution  abridging  the  general  juris- 
diction of  the  supreme  court  and  the  con- 
tention that  the  statute  violates  t|ie  fed- 
eral constitution  impairing  the  obligations 
of  a contract,  cannot  be  maintained.  The 
court  of  appeals  distinctly  held  that  the 
obligation  of  the  contract  is  strengthened 
and  not  impaired. 

“In  view  of  the  legality  of  compulsory 
arbitration  in  the  state  of  New  York,  you 
can  readily  realize  that  New  York  Allied 
is  firmly  convinced  that  a proper  arbi- 
tration clause  is  essential  and  vital,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  Max  A.  Cohen,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  of  New  York,  and  myself, 
will  cure  many  of  the  evils  now  com- 
plained of  in  the  industry.” 


secretary  employed  for  the  specific  oc- 
casion. 

Independent  exhibitors  are  definitely 
against  reviving  the  old  Film  Board  idea. 
Allied  is  sour  on  it  too,  the  general  claim 
being  that  these  were  agencies  for  the 
distributors  to  file  claims  against  ex- 
hibitors and  that,  in  addition,  they  acted 
as  collections  agencies.  One  of  the  few 
remaining  Film  Boards  exists  in  New  York 
where  arbitration  is  legal  under  Article 
84  of  the  state’s  Civil  Practice  Act.  Many 
exhibitors  have  complained  about  the 
operations  of  the  board  here.  If  there  is 
any  dispute  on  failiu-e  to  lift  pictures  ac- 
cording to  availability,  delinquencies  in 
payments,  failure  to  pick  up  shorts  on 
schedule  in  accordance  with  the  “play  or 
pay”  clause  provided  in  the  weekly  pay- 
ment plan,  exhibitors  invariably  are 
slapped  with  summonses  while  visiting 
exchanges. 

Some  cases  are  settled  before  the  time 
limit  set  for  arbitration,  others  adjusted 
after  defaults  are  taken.  But  the  prin- 
cipal objection  seemingly  is  that,  while 
distributors  have  a well-functioning  or- 
ganization to  bring  exhibitors  to  trial  by 
arbitration,  exhibitors  have  to  rely  on 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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TO  EXHIBITORS  WHO  HAVE 
NOT  YET  PLAYEO  IT! 

WALT  DISNEY’S 

INOW  WHITE 

AND  THE 

SEVEN  DWMFS' 

WILL  BE  WITHBRAWN 
FROM  CIRCULATION 

APRIL  29"! 

CONTACT  YOUR  LOCAL  j^KQ  RAQIQ  EXCHANGE  IMMEDIATELY! 


A Rough  Trip,  But  They  Came  Up  Smiling — 


Sam  Eckman  jr.,  managing  director 
for  Loew’s  in  England,  and  Mrs.  Eck- 
man in  New  York  on  their  first  trip 
since  1936.  The  Normandie  tossed 
them  about. 


Madeleine  Carroll,  another  arrival 
from  London  where  she  spent  the 
holidays.  After  a ten-day  stay  in  New 
York,  she  is  en  route  now  to  the  coast 
to  start  work  on  a new  picture. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Jan  Kiepura,  opera  singer,  and  Marta 
Eggerth,  his  wife.  The  Metropolitan 
Opera  gets  Kiepura  and  the  concert 
stage  Miss  Eggerth  for  the  next  three 
months. 


I 


Arbitration  Snarl 
Furrowing  Brows 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
their  own  devices.  Members  of  the  ITOA 
sometimes  call  upon  Milton  C.  Weisman’s 
office  to  handle  disputes  with  exchanges, 
but,  in  most  cases,  neglect  even  to  do  that. 

Distributors  are  still  trying  to  solve  the 
question  of  what  to  do  about  situations 
where  a third  party,  not  a party  to  the 
complaint,  might  be  affected  by  a de- 
cision of  the  local  arbitration  boards.  Such 
decisions  may  be  followed  by  suits  from 
the  third,  disinterested  party  unless  he 
is  brought  into  the  hearing  and  agrees  to 
abide  by  the  decision.  But,  a second  ques- 
tion is  poised:  what  is  to  be  done  if  the 
third,  disinterested  party,  has  not  signed, 
and  will  not  sign,  the  voluntary  arbitra- 
tion clause. 

No  agreement  has  yet  been  reached  on 
preferential  cases  requiring  immediate  dis- 
posal, such  as  controversies  arising  over 
spot  bookings,  whether  a contract  is  in 
effect  after  signed  by  an  exchange  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  home  office  more  than 
a week  awaiting  final  approval,  etc.  A 
list  of  all  preferential  claims  will  be  made 
and  sent  to  all  boards,  as  soon  as  an 
agreement  is  reached  on  the  items  to  be 
included. 

Quiz  Contest  Decision 
Is  Delayed  One  Week 

New  York — Determination  of  the  win- 
ners in  the  $250,000  Movie  Quiz  Contest 
has  been  set  back  one  week  due  to  the 
enormous  number  of  entrants.  The  judges 
feel  additional  time  is  required  to  judge 
the  letters,  submitted  with  the  answers. 
As  a result  the  new  date  for  announcing 
the  winners  is  February  27. 


Paramount  Is  Confident 
Over  Minority  Action 

New  York — Paramount  executives  are 
confident  the  reorganization  and  settle- 
ment of  the  Erpi  claim,  subject  to  at- 
tack by  two  minority  stockholders.  Prank 
Jablow  and  Sam  Acker,  will  withstand 
the  contemplated  legal  onslaught  if  the 
suit  comes  to  trial.  Paramount  attorneys 
have  until  February  20  to  answer  the  11 
causes  of  complaint  and  indications  are 
more  time  will  be  sought  because  of  other 
legal  matters  now  occupying  the  attention 
of  company  lawyers. 

Joseph  Nemerov,  who  appeared  in  the 
Loew  minority  stockholders’  suit,  in  con- 
junction with  Emil  K.  Ellis,  filed  the  latest 
action.  His  company  is  Pollock  & Neme- 
rov. However,  Ellis,  who  had  been  ap- 
proached by  a group  of  Paramount  stock- 
holders in  Chicago,  representing  more  than 
1,000  shares  of  common,  declined  to  in- 
stitute an  action  in  the  belief  there  was 
insufficient  cause  for  the  complaint.  These 
stockholders  apparently  are  convinced  of 
Ellis’  story  since  they  are  not  parties  to 
the  Jablow  and  Acker  suit. 


William  Fox  in 
Fair  Tieup 

New  York — William  Fox's  latest  ven- 
ture is  a tieup  with  the  World's  Fair. 
The  former  head  of  Fox  Film  has  an 
exclusive  franchise  to  operate  the  only 
busses  permitted  to  enter  the  fair 
grounds  from  New  York.  He  has  al- 
ready ordered  a fleet  of  Mack  trucks 
for  $500,000  and  American  Seating  has 
signed  a contract  to  install  the  seats. 
Charge  for  the  trip  from  New  York  to 
inside  the  fair  grounds  will  be  75  cents 
with  the  parking  lot  in  back  of  the 
Roxy  as  the  Radio  City  terminus. 


Trade  Figures  at 
Comerford  Rites 

Scranton — Many  film  executives  from 
New  York  and  associates  in  the  theatre 
field  attended  funeral  services  for  M.  E. 
Comerford  at  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral  here. 

High  mass  services  were  conducted  by 
Bishop  William  J.  Haley.  Officers  of  the 
mass,  in  addition  to  Bishop  Haley,  in- 
cluded Monsignor  M.  J.  O’Connor,  arch- 
priest: the  Rev.  Paul  Cary  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
a nephew,  deacon;  the  Rev.  Martin  C. 
King,  Dickson  City,  subdeacon;  Monsignor 
William  P.  Kealy  and  the  Rev.  John  J. 
Featherstone,  deacons  of  honor;  the  Revs. 
Robert  A.  McNulty  and  William  A.  O’Mara, 
masters  of  ceremonies.  Bishop  George 
Leach  of  Harrisburg  was  seated  in  the 
sanctuary  with  the  priests.  Casket  bearers 
were  Thomas  Collins,  Thomas,  John  and 
Joseph  Comerford,  Matthew  Cary  jr.,  and 
Thomas  Cary. 

Among  those  who  attended  the  services 
were  James  R.  and  E.  C.  Grainger,  Tom 
Connors,  Ted  O’Shea  and  Sam  Applegate 
of  M-G-M;  Leon  Netter  and  Earle 
Sweigart,  Paramount;  Frank  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy, George  Schwartz,  Thomas  Mur- 
ray and  A1  Herman,  Universal;  Edgar 
Moss,  Harvey  Day,  Sam  Gross,  William 
Humphrey,  20th-Fox;  Jules  Levy,  M.  Mc- 
Namee,  RKO;  Carl  Milliken,  Hays  office; 
Joseph  Miller,  Columbia;  Herman  Rob- 
bins, National  Screen;  Mike  Conrow,  Altec; 
L.  Olmstead,  vice-president,  American 
Seating,  and  the  following  theatre  men: 
Ed  Fay,  Providence;  Mike  Kallett,  Oneida, 
N.  Y.;  Tom  Walsh,  Ned  Cornblite  and 
Dave  Cohen,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.;  William 
Cadoret,  Rochester;  Paul  Barron,  Wash- 
ington: L.  J.  Chamberlain  and  J.  G.  Con- 
way, Shamokin;  and  Eddie  Dowling. 
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A 

THOUGHT 

FOR 

TODAY ! 


Above;  Typical  ad  from  New  York  campaign 


This  observation  is  made  as  “Idiot’s  Delight”  leaps  into  the  box-office  headlines, 
electrifies  America  from  Coast  to  Coast: 

M-G-M  hits  are  for  every  box-office,  no  exceptions! 

Nobody  is  fooled  when  trade  ads  high -light  a few  spots  and  proclaim  a 
nation-wide  hit! 

“Idiot’s  Delight”  like  “Sweethearts”  and  “Stand  Up  and  Fight”  which  preceded 
it,  is  a picture  for  all  audiences! 

And  this  is  equally  true  of  M-G-M’s  important  releases  immediately  following: 

“HONOLULU” — Eleanor  Powell,  Robert  Young,  George  Burns,  Grade  Allen 
“THE  ADVENTURES  OF  HUCKLEBERRY  FINN”- Mickey  Rooney 

“LET  FREEDOM  RING” — Nelson  Eddy,  Virginia  Bruce,  Victor  McLaglen, 

Lionel  Barrymore,  Edward  Arnold 

“THE  ICE  FOLLIES. of  1939” — Joan  Crawford,  James  Stewart,  Lew  Ayres,  Lewis  Stone 
The  thought  for  today  is  definitely: 

“Don’t  mistake  the  flash  in  the  pan  for  gold!” 

You’ll  find  the  national  currency  as  usual  in  Metro-GOLDwyn-Mayer! 


From:  Circuits;  To:  T.  W.  Arnold 

(Continued  from  page  11)  


shall  also  try  to  summarize  certain  of  the 
reasons  which  we  think  would  satisfy  you 
of  the  impracticability  of  consenting  to 
an  injunction. 

“Your  suggestion  was  evidently  based 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  several  pro- 
ducer-exhibitor defendants  are  presently 
engaged  in  a policy  of  expanding  their 
theatre  holdings.  This,  however,  is  not  the 
fact.  During  the  past  fom'  or  five  years 
some  of  the  defendants  have  decreased, 
their  theatre  holdings,  others  have  in- 
creased them.  None  of  those  defendants 
is  now  engaged  in,  or  contemplates,  ex- 
pansion. 

“Even  though  there  is  no  present  or 
contemplated  policy  of  expansion  on  the 
part  of  any  defendant,  we  have  been 
asked  to  consent  to  an  injunction  re- 
straining pendente  lite  the  acquisition  of 
additional  theatres.  We  feel  that  we  can- 
not consent  to  such  an  injunction  which 
could  be  granted  only  on  a showing  that 
the  present  theatre  holdings  of  the  de- 
fendants are  maintained  and  operated  in 
violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law. 
This  is  the  fundamental  question  raised 
in  the  present  suit.  The  determination  of 
this  question  will  involve  the  presentation 
of  extensive  factual  material  together  with 
the  consideration  of  numerous  legal  ques- 
tions. Determination  of  these  matters  re- 
quires a full  hearing  that  can  be  ob- 
tained only  at  a trial  on  the  merits.  In 
view  of  this,  we  obviously  could  not  con- 
sent in  a preliminary  way  to  that  which 
we  would  oppose  when  the  issue  is  pre- 
sented for  final  determination  by  a trial. 

“In  om'  conferences  you  have  stated 
that  the  purpose  of  the  preliminary  in- 
junction is  to  maintain  the  status  quo. 
Such  an  injunction,  however,  would  not 
preserve  but  would  destroy  the  status  quo 
to  the  great  injury  and  detriment  of  these 
defendants. 

“The  following  typical  situations  will 
serve  to  illustrate  why  this  would  be  so: 

“A  great  many  of  the  theatres  of  each 
of  these  defendants  are  operated  under 
leases.  A large  number  of  such  leases  will 
expire  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  a 
large  number  will  expire  annually  there- 
after. Under  the  proposed  preliminary 
injunction,  the  defendants  presumably  can 
renew  such  leases.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  in  such  event,  the  landlords  knowing 
that  their  tenants  could  acquire  no  other 
theatres  would  be  in  a position  to  dic- 
tate their  own  renewal  terms.  Tlie  de- 
fendants would,  therefore,  be  required  to 
choose  between  accepting  whatever  is  de- 
manded or  giving  up  their  theatres  in 
these  situations. 

“Under  the  injunction  sought,  these  de- 
fendants could  not  effect  changes  in  their 
present  theatre  holdings,  to  meet  chang- 
ing conditions  within  particular  localities. 
New  centers  of  population  are  growing 
up  which  do  not  contain  any  theatres. 
Changes  in  residential  and  other  neigh- 
borhoods, opening  of  new  thoroughfares, 
limitations  on  downtown  parking,  etc., 
are  constantly  shifting  the  localities  to 
which  the  public  will  go  for  entertainment. 
These  conditions  require  corresponding 
changes  in  theatre  locations.  A business 
catering  to  public  patronage  and  involv- 


ing the  changing  ideas  of  comfort  and 
convenience  of  a large  number  of  people 
must  be  alert  either  to  anticipate  these 
changes  or  to  meet  them  swiftly  when  they 
come. 

“In  view  of  these  conditions,  the  pro- 
posed temporary  injunction  would  not 
preserve  the  status  quo,  but  would  tie  the 
hands  of  the  defendants  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  present  theatre  holdings 
and  would  prevent  them  from  acquiring 
substitute  theatres  to  take  the  place  of 
those  which  prudent  business  judgment 
obligates  them  to  relinquish.  Moreover, 
the  proposed  injunction  would  deprive  the 
people  in  such  commimities  of  competi- 
tion between  these  defendants  and  rapidly 
expanding  theatre  circuits  not  named  as 
defendants  and  also  would  forbid  com- 
petition among  the  defendants  themselves 
in  the  acquisition  of  theatres. 

“You  have  suggested  that,  if  the  de- 
fendants are  not  expanding  their  theatre 
holdings,  they  will  not  be  harmed  by 
consenting  to  a preliminary  injunction 
restraining  them  from  acquiring  addition- 
al theatre  interests.  We  must,  however, 
ask  you  to  recognize  the  distinction  that 
exists  between  a policy  of  expansion  as 
such  and  the  acquisition  by  the  defend- 
ants of  theatres,  other  than  those  which 
they  presently  operate,  to  meet  the  ne- 
cessities of  new  and  varying  business  and 
economic  situations. 

“Each  of  these  defendants  may  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past  find  it  necessary  to 
acquire  theatres  not  in  furtherance  of  any 
plan  of  expansion  but  solely  with  the  ob- 
ject of  making  necessary  adjustments  to 
meet  changes  in  conditions. 

“The  government’s  petition  contem- 
plates that,  following  a trial  of  the  is- 
sues, certain  defendants  will  be  divested 
of  their  production  and  distribution  fa- 
cilities and  that  certain  other  defendants 
will  be  divested  of  their  theatre  circuits. 
After  such  divorcement  the  theatre  cir- 
cuits in  question  are  not  to  be  restrained 
from  adding  to  or  otherwise  changing  their 
theatre  holdings  in  any  way.  The  pro- 
posed temporary  injunction,  therefore, 
would  suspend  the  normal  competitive 
operation  of  these  circuits  pending  the 
determination  of  whether  production  and 
exhibition  facilities  may  or  may  not  be 
divorced.  The  effect  of  such  an  inter- 
locutory injunction  would  be  to  prohibit 
each  of  these  circuits  acquiring  theatres 
necessary  in  its  current  operation  while 
leaving  its  competitors  other  than  these 
defendants  entirely  free. 

“Our  counter  propKJsal.  We  believe  it 
will  be  apparent  to  you  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  program  of  theatre  expan- 
sion by  the  defendants,  it  would  be  most 
unfair  to  subject  them  to  the  consequences 
of  the  proposed  injunction.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  since  we  are  presently  en- 
gaged, with  your  approval,  in  exploring 
with  other  motion  picture  producers  and 
exhibitors  the  problems  of  the  industry 
for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a basis  for  a 
possible  solution  which  we  intend  to  sub- 
mit to  you. 

“Pending  these  discussions  and  the  trial 
of  this  action,  it  seems  to  us  that  your 
purpose  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the 


public  can  be  accomplished  without  plac- 
ing imnecessary  and  unfair  limitations  on 
the  freedom  of  action  of  the  defendants 
by  the  following  procedure: 

“1.  Each  of  the  producer-exhibitor  de- 
fendants will  notify  the  department  of 
justice  immediately  of  any  commitment 
for  the  acquisition  by  it  of  any  additional 
theatre  or  theatres. 

(Subsequently  and  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Arnold,  this  paragraph  was 
changed  and  was  mutually  accepted 
in  the  following  final  form: 

“1.  Each  of  the  producer -exhibitor 
defendants  will  notify  the  department 
of  justice  immediately  of  any  legally 
binding  commitment,  whether  pre- 
liminary or  final,  for  the  acquisition 
by  it  of  any  additional  theatre  or  the- 
atres, and  if  in  any  case  the  trans- 
action is  concluded  by  a final  commit- 
ment only  without  any  preliminary 
commitment  having  been  entered  into, 
each  producer-exhibitor  defendant  will 
notify  the  department  of  justice  of 
such  transactions  by  telegraph  with- 
out delay). 

“2.  Each  of  the  producer-exhibitor  de- 
fendants will  also  report  to  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  on  or  before  the  10th 
day  of  each  month  the  changes  in  its 
theatre  positions  if  any  that  have  oc- 
curred during  the  preceding  month;  which 
shall  include: 

“(a)  Theatres  contracted  to  be  built,  or 
building; 

“(b)  Theatres  lost  or  disposed  of; 

“(c)  Theatres  acquired; 

"(d)  Interests  in  theatres  acquired, 
stating  the  nature  and  extent  of  such 
interests. 

“3.  If,  after  receipt  of  these  reports, 
or  any  of  them,  the  department  of  jus- 
tice feels  that  the  public  interest  so  re- 
quires, it  will,  of  course,  be  free  to  pe- 
tition the  court  for  a preliminary  injunc- 
tion, which  the  defendants  will  be  equally 
free  to  oppose. 

“Under  such  a plan  the  department  of 
justice  will  be  currently  advised  of  the 
entire  situation  and  may  at  any  time 
obtain  any  preliminary  relief  which,  in 
the  light  of  all  the  circumstances,  the 
court  deems  proper  to  award. 

“We  trust  that,  in  view  of  the  facts 
we  have  set  forth  and  of  our  readiness 
to  cooperate  with  you  in  the  manner  we 
have  stated,  you  will  conclude  that  the 
procedure  we  have  outlined  will  give  full 
protection  to  both  sides  pending  the  trial 
of  the  action.” 

The  identical  attorneys  again  wrote 
Arnold  on  December  31  and,  by  agreement, 
amended  part  of  another  letter  dated 
December  12  to  make  the  base  of  the  com- 
pact even  broader.  This  was  done  by  cov- 
ering theatre  activities  of  companies  not 
controlled  by  the  major  circuits  but  in 
which  they  have  an  interest.  The  circuits 
in  this  respect  agreed: 

“The  producer-exhibitor  defendants  will 
request  such  theatre  companies  to  notify 
them  immediately  of  any  commitments 
for  theatre  acquisitions,  and  such  informa- 
tion as  is  thus  acquired  by  the  producer- 
exhibitor  defendants  will  be  transmitted 
promptly  to  the  department  of  justice.” 
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SMART! . . . GAY! . . . HILARIOUS! . . . 


Destined  to  be  the  bright  spot  oil939! 


get 


have  one 
itrainedf 


and  Loretta 
the  fnn  unre 


Bo^  Warner 
moke 


SOCKO!  Loretta  lets  Warner 
have  it!  And  it's  catch-as-  ^ 
catch-can  from  there ! 


From  the  showmen  of  20th  Century-Fox  comes 
one  of  the  gayest  romances  ever  to  brighten 
an  audience's  life  ...  or  an  exhibitor's  box- 
office!  Peopled  with  first-flight  personalities 
in  the  true  20th  hit-manner!  LORETTA  YOUNG. 
livelier  than  in  "Love  is  News",  lovelier  than 


’^*Weiverf 
' “ 9/eef«/j 
l>oxoffit, 
’Sfoecesses 
Nurse," 


**nsii/;c; 
®^Keor  , 


. „naW  ' ..Oiioa 


in  "Kentucky"'!  WARNER  BAXTER,  more  dashing 
and  debonair  than  in  "Wife,  Doctor  and 
Nurse"!  BINNIE  BARNES,  breezier  than  in  "Three 
Blind  Mice"!  CESAR  ROMERO,  happier  than 
in  "Happy  Landing"!  GEORGE  BARBIER! . . . 
J.  EDWARD  BROMBERG!  . . .EUGENE  PALLETTE!  . . . 
HELEN  WESTLEY!  That's  talent!  Plus  delirious 
gayety!  Sparkling  wit!  Alluring  music!  Slam- 
bang  comedy!  BOXOFFICE  TO  THE  LAST  LAUGH! 


He  wears  the  pants  . . ^ 
when  he  can  get  them  on ! 


The  funniest  climax 
ever  filmed ! 


Metro  Starts  New  Year  With 
Blue  Ribbon  for  "Sweethearts" 

M-G-M's  musical,  “Sweethearts,"  based  on  Victor  Herbert's 
operetta  of  the  same  name,  is  the  selection  of  the  National  Screen 
Council  as  the  outstanding  production  released  during  January, 
and  becomes  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Ribbon  Award  for 
that  month. 

"Sweethearts"  co-stars  Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy. 
Hunt  Stromberg  produced,  and  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II  directed.  The 
latter  two  have  teamed  together  before  as  producer-director  on 
such  film  successes  as  the  “Thin  Man"  series,  "Marie  Antoinette," 
"Naughty  Marietta"  and  "Rose  Marie."  This  is  the  first  of  six  sched- 
uled pictures  of  the  season  by  M-G-M  in  Technicolor.  The  sup- 
porting cast  includes  Frank  Morgan,  Ray  Bolger,  Florence  Rice, 
Mischa  Auer,  Herman  Bing  and  Reginald  Gardiner. 


This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


Cast  of  Characters 


Gwen  Marlowe 

Jeanette  MacDonald 

Ernest  Lane Nelson  Eddy 

Felix  Lehman Frank  Morgan 

Hans Ray  Bolger 

Kay  Jordan  Florence  Rice 

Leo  Kronk Mischa  Auer 

Oscar  Engel Herman  Bing 

Norman  Trumpett 

Reginald  Gardiner 

Hannah Fay  Holden 


“Dink”  Allyn  Joslyn 

Appleby  Olin  Howland 

Mrs.  Marlowe Lucille  Watson 

Augustus  Gene  Lockhart 

Aunt  AmeZzct.... Kathleen  Lockhart 

Sheridan Berton  Churchill 

Brother Terry  Kilburn 

Orlando Raymond  Walburn 

Harvey  Douglas  McPhail 

Una Betty  Jaynes 


Benjamin  Silver.... George  Barbier 
Concert  Pianist Dalies  Frantz 


Production  Staif 


Executive  Producer 


Louis  B.  Mayer 

Producer Hunt  Stromberg 

Director W.  S.  Van  Dyke  II 


Based  on  the  operetta, 

“Sweethearts” 

Books  and  Lyrics  by 

Fred  de  Gresac,  Harry 

B.  Smith,  Robert  B.  Smith 

Music  by Victor  Herbert 

Screenplay Dorothy  Parker, 

Alan  Campbell 

Musical  Adaptation 

Herbert  Stothart 

Immortal  Melodies 

Victor  Herbert 

Special  Lyrics Bob  Wright, 

Chet  Forrest 
Dances  and  Ensembles 


Albertina  Rasch 

Recording  Director 

Douglas  Shearer 

Art  Director Cedric  Gibbons 

Associate  Joseph  Wright 

Set  Decorations. ...’Ev'wxn  B.  Willis 
Musical  Presentations 

Merrill  Pye 

Gowns  Adrian 

Photography 

Oliver  T.  Marsh,  A.S.C. 

Technicolor  Photography 

...Allen  Davey,  A.S.C. 

Technicolor  Color  Director 

NATALig  Kalmus 

Associate  Henri  Jaffa 

Montage  Effects 

Slavko  Vorkapich 

Film  Editor Robert  J.  Kern 


1 J 

\ n 

MAUREEN 


HENRY 


RALPH 


O’SULLIVAN  • FONDA  • BELLAMY 


ALAN  BAXTER 


STANLEY  RIDGES 


HENRY  KOLKER 


The  keynote 
of  1939...! 

Sincere  . . . stirring  . . . vital . . . the 
dramatic  love  story  of  two  plain 
honest  kids  who  wanted  only  a 
chance  to  live  their 


lives,  but  who  found  ^ 
all  the  world  arrayed 
against  them  unmercifully!  Watch 
millions  of  everyday  Americans 
take  these  two  to  their  hearts ! 


Screen  play  by  ANTHONY  VEILLER  and  £ ' 

ALLEN  RIVKIN.  Based  upon  a story  by  '* 

Joseph  F.  Dinneen.  "I 

Directed  by  JOHN  BRAHM  M 

Produced  by  William  Perlberg  ^ 

A COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


u 


TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


Nat  M.  Williams, 

General  Manager  of  the 
Interstate  Enterprises, 

Thomasville,  Ga. 

Survey  Prevents 
Serious  Blaze  in 
Theatre  in  South 


THOMASVILLE,  GA.— "Not  satisfied  with 
making  his  regular  inspections  of  the  sound 
equipment  in  our  theatres,  our  Altec  inspec- 
tor, L.  W.  McClung,  took  it  upon  himself  to 
make  all  our  people  'fire-extinguisher  con- 
scious.' He  personally  made  a survey  of  ex- 
tinguishers in  the  Rose,  Mode  and  Ritz  in 
Thomasville,the  Pine  inPelham,Ga., the  Ilex, 
in  Quitman,  Ga.,  and  the  Shaw  and  Roxy 
in  Quincy,  Fla.,’  said  Nat.  M.  Williams, 
General  Manager,  Interstate  Enterprises. 

"Within  less  than  a week  after  McClung 
made  his  survey,  we  had  a fire  in  the  Shaw 
Theatre,  at  Quincy,  Fla.  The  fire  was  put 
under  control  with  a minor  loss,  but  if  Mc- 
Clung hadn’t  made  that  survey, it  could  have 
resulted  in  a serious  property  loss,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  possibility  of  panic  among 
the  patrons. 

"What  the  Altec  man  did  wasn’t  part  of 
his  work,  but  such  extra  and  unsolicited  ser- 
vice certainly  makes  for  an  exhibitor’s  peace 
of  mind.” 


The  regular  inspections  of  an  Altec  Service  in- 
spector guard  your  theatre  against  emergency 
breakdowns.  Without  obligation,  let  the  Altec 
inspector  in  your  locality  explain  the  advan- 
tages of  an  Altec  Service  Agreement.  Write  to— 

JILTEC 

250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 


THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


/o 


(Continueci  from 


Hollywood.  Profit  is  not  a bad  mo- 
tive. But  it  must  be  intelligent  and 
far-sighted. 

This  department  agrees  and  dis- 
agrees. It  feels  Nichols,  in  some  re- 
spects, is  correct  in  his  probings, 
but  that  conditions  and  circum- 
stances not  always  within  the  ken 
of  Hollywood  bear  on  the  overall 
situation,  thereby  trapping  the  pro- 
ducers in  a net  muchly  of  their  own 
fashioning,  yet  not  entirely  so.  We 
propose  getting  into  the  discussion 
later. 


To  that  this  might  be  added: 

Regardless  of  how  it  comes  about, 
the  results  tell  the  tale.  If  a trade 
practice  pact  sticks  its  head  above 
the  welter  of  argument  and  cross 
purpose  which  currently  bog  it 
down,  an  industry  Magna  Charta 
will  be  assured.  Not  too  optimistic, 
but  also  not  too  pessimistic,  BOX- 
OFFICE  prefers  to  bask  in  its  own 
confidence  that  it  is  going  to  hap- 
pen. Not  easily,  not  quickly,  but 
finally. 

What!  No  Bar? 


Casually  Offered 

On  the  back  of  a postcard  where 
all  might  read  comes  this  from  the 
Jerome  Theatre  at  Jamaica,  Long 
Island: 

"Referring  to  your  statement  that 
the  industry  is  to  have  a Magna 
Charta,  in  your  editorial  of  Janu- 
ary 21,  may  we  be  permitted  to  sub- 
mit this  casual  correction: 

"The  Magna  Charta  was  an  in- 
strument imposed  on  King  John  of 
England  during  the  Middle  Ages  by 
feudal  barons  whose  rights  were  be- 
ing usurped  by  the  regent.  The 
difference  between  that  and  the 
present  construction  being  in  the 
latter  instance  government  interven- 
tion." 


Hammond,  Ind.,  has  its  Paramount 
Theatre.  Warner  operates.  Current 
boxoffice  stimulant  there,  and  rep- 
resentative of  the  giveaway  idea  in 
the  very  large  manner,  indeed,  is  a 
household  tieup.  One  complete 
room  of  furniture  is  being  given 
away,  free  for  nothing,  every  Tues- 
day night.  In  the  lineup  are  two 
bedrooms,  one  kitchen,  a dining 
room  and  a living  room. 

What!  no  bar? 


20th-Fox  Meet 

New  York  — Divisional  and  district 
sales  managers  of  20th-Fox  will  meet  at 
the  Park  Central  Hotel,  Thursday,  with 
General  Sales  Manager  Herman  "Webber, 
to  discuss  plans  for  the  new  selling  season. 


America’s  Number  One  Theatre  Premium 


ro\l 

KINGS 

• 

The  only 
Indoor  and 
Outdoor 
Skates 
Available. 


Tried  and 
Proven  in 
Leading 
Theatres 
Throughout 
Country. 


New!  Sensational!  Rubber  • 

Mounted  — Floating-Ride  Ro! 

!er  Skates. 


ROLL 

KINGS 


Conducted 


on  a 

NO  COST 
TO  THEATRE 
PLAN  , . . 


Write  Today 
FOR  FULL 
DETAILS! 
to  Main 
Office 
724  S. 
Wabash 
Chicago, 

ni. 


INTERNATIONAL  ENTERPRISES 

724  SO.  WABASH  AVE.  • CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS  • Phone  Wabash  1515 


SOUTHERN 

REPRESENTATIVE 


H. 


AC<11VVI¥  BIRUnNGHAM, 

a SlrlXfljlSllKVllli  ALABAMA 
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May  Act  on  Public 
Relations  Bureau 


New  York — The  return  of  George  J. 
Schaefer  from  the  coast  next  week  may 
be  the  opening  gun  in  determining  what 
ultimate  decision  will  be  taken  of  Howard 
Dietz’s  recommendation  for  establishment 
of  a permanent  public  relations  bureau. 

Schaefer  is  scheduled  to  hold  a meet- 
ing with  the  executive  personnel  of  Mo- 
tion Pictures’  Greatest  Year.  Among  those 
slated  to  attend  are  Dietz,  Charles  E.  Mc- 
Carthy, Neil  F.  Agnew,  Herman  Wobtaer, 
William  A.  Scully,  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Jos- 
eph Bernhard,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz  and 
John  J.  O’Connor. 

Since  Dietz  sent  his  report  to  Schaefer 
some  time  back  suggesting  a permanent 
bureau  to  concentrate  on  maintaining  the 
goodwill  of  newspapers  and  other  sources 
that  have  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  in- 
dustry’s promotional  campaign,  the  atti- 
tude of  these  men,  informally,  has  been 
favorable  to  such  an  idea. 

In  some  quarters  it  hasi  been  pointed 
out  the  industry  is  particularly  in  need 
of  a group  of  specially  trained  men  to  look 
after  the  promotional  needs,  on  all-year- 
round  basis,  of  independent  exhibitors,  who 
now  receive  no  such  aid  directly  from  the 
Hays  office. 

The  thought  has  also  been  expressed 
machinery  should  be  launched  at  once  to 
meet,  with  concrete  ideas,  the  traditional 
summer  slump.  A number  of  executives 
have  inferred  that,  under  no  circumstances, 
should  the  industry  neglect  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  good  will  they  feel  has 
resulted  in  the  personal  contacts  developed 
with  newspaper  publishers  and  in  other 
influential  quarters  during  the  course  of 
the  long  campaign. 


Metro  Appealing  Decision 
In  "Letty  Lynton"  Case 

New  York — M-G-M  is  appealing  the 
decision  of  Federal  Judge  Libell  in  the 
“Letty  Lynton”  case.  The  appeal  is  be- 
ing handled  by  John  W.  Davis  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  appeals. 


A Roxy  Dividend 

New  York — A quarterly  dividend  of 
37%  cents  on  the  preferred  has  been  de- 
clared by  directors  of  Roxy  Theatre,  Inc., 
payable  March  1 to  stockholders  of  rec- 
ord, February  15. 


Wilcox  Due  Feb.  17 

New  York — Herbert  Wilcox,  British  pro- 
ducer now  on  the  coast  conferring  with 
George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president,  Ned 
E.  Depinet  and  Pandro  S.  Berman,  is  due 
back  February  17. 


Joseph  Schenck  in  New  York 

New  York — Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
is  here  from  the  coast.  He  was  accom- 
panied east  by  Joseph  H.  Moskowitz,  New 
York  representative  for  the  studio. 
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Anticipatin  — 

A rare  shot  of  Sleepy,  accurately  re- 
flecting his  reactions  to  word  from 
RKO  and  Walt  Disney  that  “Snow 
White”  will  be  withdrawn  from  do- 
mestic distribution  April  29  for  re- 
issue sometime  in  the  undefined  fu- 
ture. 

Canadian  Circuit 
Revamp  Talked 

Toronto — There  is  speculation  in  To- 
ronto financial  circles  regarding  a ru- 
mored financial  reorganization  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  following  the  ex- 
piration of  the  voting  trust  agreement 
early  in  March  which  had  been  effective 
for  the  past  ten  years.  The  number  of 
common  shares  outstanding  has  been  list- 
ed as  419,524  of  which  189,000  shares  are 
controlled  by  the  voting  trustees. 

N.  L.  Nathanson,  president,  recently 
took  up  his  option  to  purchase  11,000  shares 
at  $13.65  and  the  next  block  of  similar 
number  will  be  obtainable  next  July  at 
$15  per  share,  followed  by  11,000  shares 
at  $16  in  1940  and  11,000  in  1941  at  $17. 
These  options  are  a part  of  his  five-year 
contract  with  the  company  as  its  directing 
head. 

The  report  is  that  the  control  of  the 
chain  will  return  to  Canadian  investors, 
with  a severing  of  the  present  tie  with 
Paramount  in  New  York  through  the  vot- 
ing trust,  Adolph  Zukor  being  one  of  the 
three  voting  trustees. 


Declare  Labor  Board  Is 
Beyond  Its  Authority 

Hollywood — A motion  to  dismiss  the 
case  on  the  ground  that  the  natisnal  la- 
bor relations  board’s  certification  and  au- 
thority are  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary 
is  the  producers’  reply  to  charges  of  un- 
fair labor  practices  filed  with  the  NLRB 
by  the  Screen  Writers  Guild. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  hear- 
ing slated  for  Monday  will  start  on 
schedule. 


See  Speeding  Up  of 
Arbitration  Plan 

New  York — Distributors  are  confident 
they  will  have  a complete  industry  arbitra- 
tion plan  on  a voluntary  basis  ready  for 
submission  to  exhibitor  organizations 
within  a week  or  ten  days.  Ultimate 
speeding  up  of  the  entire  trade  pact  like- 
wise is  envisioned. 

Although  no  date  has  been  set,  it  is 
probable  that  attorneys  for  the  majors  wiU 
confer  with  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  gen- 
eral counsel,  within  the  next  two  weeks. 
Meanwhile,  Myers’  ideas  on  arbitration 
are  in  the  hands  of  William  Rodgers  while 
lawyers  study  them  to  see  how  they  may 
be  adapted  without  transgressing  anti- 
trust laws  or  the  supreme  court  decision 
on  compulsory  arbitration. 

Early  in  the  week  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
Rodgers,  Gradwell  L.  Sears  and  attorneys 
discussed  additional  language  changes. 


Schines  Acquire  Three 
Fenyvessy  Theatres 

Rochester — Myer  and  Louis  Schine  have 
acquired  the  three  Fenyvessy  theatres  here. 
Some  time  ago,  the  Schines  took  over  a 
fourth  house  from  the  Fenyvessy  group 
on  lease.  The  latest  deal  was  consum- 
mated over  the  weekend  when  Willard  C. 
McKay,  Schine  attorney,  flew  in  from 
Miami  on  the  transfer.  After  winding  up 
the  deal,  McKay  left  by  plane  for  Miami 
Beach  where  he  rejoined  Myer  Schine, 
v/ho  is  vacationing  there  with  his  family. 


No  Hitches  Seen  in  New 
Pathe  Film  Proposal 

New  York — No  hitches  are  seen  in  the 
new  Pathe  Film  plan,  scheduled  to  be 
voted  upon  by  stockholders  Thursday. 
Proxies  are  coming  in  daily,  indicating 
the  necessary  amount  of  votes  for  adop- 
tion of  the  plan  which  provides  for  the 
formation  of  Pathe  Laboratories,  Inc.,  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary,  and  distribution 
of  dividends  from  DuPont  stock  to  Pathe 
Film  stockholders  instead  of  going  to  the 
company,  as  heretofore. 


$1.25  Dividend  to  UA 
Theatres  Preferred 

New  York — Directors  of  UA  Theatres 
Corp.  have  declared  a quarterly  dividend 
of  $1.25  on  the  preferred,  payable  March 
15  to  record  holders  of  March  1. 

All  officers  have  been  re-elected,  as 
anticipated.  Joseph  M.  Schenck  is  presi- 
dent and  William  P.  Phillips,  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer.  The  board  also  re- 
mains the  same. 


Depinet  Hays  Due 

New  York — Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution,  is  due 
from  the  coast  Monday  as  is  Will  H.  Hays, 
MPPDA  president. 
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Cheer  Withdrawal; 
Sight  No  Trend 

Oklahoma  City  — While  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck’s  action  in  terminating  the  radio 
contract  of  Tyrone  Power  is  viewed  with 
optimism  by  small -town  exhibitors  in 
Oklahoma,  larger  independents  and  circuit 
operators  fail  to  see  in  it  a trend  toward 
producer  restriction  of  film  star  broad- 
cast activity. 

Admitting  that  Power’s  withdrawal  may 
have  a salutary  effect,  the  larger  opera- 
tors consider  the  Power  incident  a solitary 
case,  the  outcome  of  which  was  based  more 
on  the  star’s  adaptability  to  the  ether 
medium  than  on  the  genesis  of  a move- 
ment away  from  air  channels.  They  con- 
tend that  many  other  Hollywood  name 
players  are  offering  stiffer  competition  and 
point  to  such  programs  as  the  “Good 
News’’  show  by  Metro  and  the  Bing  Crosby 
hour. 

Most  objections  to  radio  competition 
come  in  this  area  from  the  smaller  towns. 
Locally,  exhibitors  are  cooperating  with 
the  broadcasting  stations  instead  of  fight- 
ing them.  They  are  exchanging  screen 
advertisements  for  spot  announcements, 
and  in  several  instances  paying  hard  cash 
for  promotional  broadcasts. 


Metro  to  Quit  Air 

Hollywood  — Metro  will  abandon  its 
“Good  News’’  airshow  when  the  contract 
period  expires  March  30. 


FRANK  I.  A.  McCarthy. 


New  York — Universal  division  managers, 
Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy,  for  the  east,  and 
William  J.  Heineman,  for  the  west,  will 
have  sales  drives  of  their  own,  both  start- 
ing February  26  and  winding  up  April  22. 
Awards  will  be  given  to  each  of  the  first 
three  offices  leading  in  the  east,  and  also 
for  the  first  three  in  the  western  territory. 

Behind  the  idea  are  A.  J.  O’Keefe,  west 
coast  district  manager,  and  Harry  D. 


Purpose  Outlined  by  New 
Radio  Critics  Circle 


New  York — A communication  has  been 
sent  by  the  Radio  Film  Critics  Circle  to 
the  National  Ass’n  of  Broadcasters  ex- 
plaining the  purpose  of  the  newly-formed 
group  and  offering  its  cooperation  in 
furtherance  of  mutual  benefits. 

The  Circle,  at  its  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Edison,  Friday,  outlined  the  form  of  its 
weekly  bulletin  that  will  go  to  all  sources 
interested  in  films.  The  bulletin  will  list 
the  accredited  radio-film  programs  in  the 
metropolitan  area  who  will  supply  con- 
densed appraisals  of  their  picture  reviews. 
The  first  bulletin  will  carry  a coupon  to 
determine  if  those  who  receive  it  want  the 
service  continued.  It  will  be  supplied 
gratis. 

A committee  comprising  Gene  King, 
WEVD,  Sam  Taylor,  WHN,  and  Sidney 
Kaufman,  WQXR,  with  the  latter  acting 
as  chainnan,  was  chosen  to  function  as 
heads  of  the  organization  instead  of 
permanent  officers,  for  the  time  being. 
Election  of  officers  will  be  held  at  a later 
date. 

It  was  also  agreed  the  Circle  will  not 
offer  the  usual  type  of  citations  for  “best 
films,  direction,’’  etc.,  but  will  endeavor  to 
single  out,  as  the  occasion  arises,  out- 
standing contributions  to  radio-films  with 
appropriate  awards. 


G.  E.  Plans  Set 

New  York — Wall  Street  circles  credit 
reports  General  Electric  is  about  to  mar- 
ket a low-priced  television  receiving  set. 


WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN 


Graham,  southern  district  manager.  It’s 
the  first  time  Universal  division  sales 
heads  have  had  a drive  in  their  honor. 
McCarthy  has  been  eastern  division  chief 
for  seven  years,  while  Heineman  has  held 
the  western  title  for  a year.  He  had  been 
western  district  manager  for  eight  years 
and  a branch  manager  with  the  company 
for  six  years.  Tom  Murray  is  eastern 
captain  and  J.  J.  Jordan,  western  head. 


T 1 ’ ■ "TL  iff 

lele vision  Inreat 
To  Films  Decried 

Washington — Television,  which  seems  to 
be  here  in  earnest  this  time,  is  not  going 
to  run  motion  pictures  out  of  business. 
That’s  the  opinion  of  T.  H.  Hutchinson, 
program  director  for  NBC’s  television  di- 
vision. 

Here  with  a mobile  telecast  unit  for 
demonstration  and  some  further  experi- 
mentation, Hutchinson  advanced  several 
reasons  why  he  feels  sure  the  cinema  and 
television  are  not  competitive. 

One  big  factor,  he  says,  is  the  mass 
entertainment  instinct  which  is  behind 
that  dinner  table  remark:  “Let’s  go  to 
the  movies.” 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  how  long 
a person  will  sit  and  look  at  a television 
receiver;  how  long  he  will  be  able  to  give 
it  his  undivided  attention  against  the  usual 
distractions  of  a home,  the  distractions 
that  do  not  arise  in  a theatre  auditorium. 

There  are  other  factors,  too,  but  Hutch- 
inson’s main  point  on  the  matter  is  that 
the  film  industry  and  television  will  co- 
operate and  never  compete. 

Television  is  an  entirely  different  kind 
of  entertainment;  neither  radio  nor  mo- 
tion pictures.  Only  some  40  per  cent  of 
its  time  will  be  devoted  to  dramatic  ma- 
terial, the  other  60  per  cent  being  given 
over  to  something  more  of  a documentary 
nature — on  the  “March  of  'Time”  order. 

Hutchinson  does  believe,  in  connection 
with  this  matter  of  cooperation,  that  films 
and  television  have  many  things  they  can 
learn  from  each  other.  Television,  for  in- 
stance, knows  enough  from  Hollywood’s 
experience  to  put  action  into  its  drama 
and  not  just  stand  and  talk  like  the  early 
sound  pictures  did. 

And  motion  picture  costs  might  be  cut 
if  the  television  technique  were  followed, 
at  least  to  a degree.  The  cutting  and  edit- 
ing is  done  before  the  cameras  turn  in 
the  case  of  television.  Camera  angles  are 
controlled  by  the  producer  in  the  control 
room,  selecting  one  of  the  three  or  four 
television  pickups  trained  on  a scene.  When 
it’s  done  it’s  done  and  there  are  no  re- 
takes. 

NBC  expects  to  have  receivers  on  the 
market  in  March,  so  that  its  broadcasts 
from  the  World’s  Fair  will  have  a New 
York  audience  of  some  size. 

Louis  Frisch  in  Midst 
Of  Seven-Week  Drive 

New  York — With  Sam  Rinzler  on  his 
way  to  Honolulu  for  a vacation,  Louis 
Frisch,  his  partner,  is  conducting  a seven- 
week  drive  over  the  Randforce  circuit. 
Frisch  returned  from  Miami  February  4, 
and  with  Erwin  Gold,  general  manager, 
and  Supervisors  Harry  Davey,  George 
Langbart,  Irving  Berman,  George  Davis 
and  Sidney  Levine  is  bending  effort  to 
make  the  drive  the  outstanding  one  in 
the  circuit’s  history.  Manny  Frisch  and 
Harold  Rinzler  are  also  in  harness,  as- 
sisting managers  in  their  activities. 

Frisch,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  is  now 
in  Hollywood  visiting  the  various  studios 
and  leaves  over  the  weekend  for  Hawaii. 


One  for  the  Division  Managers — 
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Transcribed  Shows 
Over  Air  Waves 


Hollywood — With  Warner  Bros.  Broad- 
casting Corp.  and  Station  KPWB,  War- 
ner’s local  broadcasting  station,  as  its  first 
source  of  material,  the  Telecast  Corp.  of 
America,  Inc.,  has  launched  upon  a pro- 
gram of  national  distribution  of  tran- 
scribed airshows,  announcing  it  will  serve 
as  the  releasing  agent  for  any  and  all  in- 
dependent producers  of  quality  wax  pro- 
grams. 

Telecast’s  contract  with  Warner  calls 
for  distribution  of  a 156-chapter  serial 
titled  “The  Adventures  of  Uncle  Jimmy,” 
starring  William  Farnum,  veteran  screen 
player.  Aimed  principally  at  juvenile 
audiences,  it  is  broken  down  into  15-min- 
ute episodes  and,  booked  on  a thrice- 
weekly  basis,  covers  a period  of  one  year’s 
broadcasting  time.  The  show  was  pro- 
duced by  Warner’s  broadcasting  subsidiary 
under  the  direction  of  Harry  Maizlish, 
studio  manager  of  KFWB  and  production 
manager  for  the  WB  Broadcasting  Corp. 
“The  Adventures  of  Uncle  Jimmy”  has 
been  a KPWB  program  as  a “live”  show 
for  the  past  six  months,  with  Farnum 
starred. 

C.  A.  Browne  Head 

Claiming  to  be  the  first  such  organiza- 
tion to  offer  national  distribution  of 
transcribed  ether  material.  Telecast  is 
headed  by  Charles  A.  Browne,  president; 
Elliott  Fisher,  general  sales  manager; 
Dave  Davidson,  sales  promotion  chieftain, 
and  Joseph  Bigelow,  production  manager. 
Davidson  was,  until  recently,  connected 
with  the  late  C.  C.  Pyle’s  Transco  Corp., 
a transcription  production  firm. 

Telecast’s  potential  market,  according 
to  Bigelow,  comprises  some  600  American 
broadcasting  stations  which  utilize  tran- 
scribed programs  as  a portion  of  their 
ether  material.  Sales  contacts  will  be 
through  advertising  agencies,  station 
representatives  and  officials  of  regional 
networks — such  as  the  Don  Lee  Chain  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  the  Roosevelt  stations 
in  Texas  and  others.  Within  30  days 
Telecast  will  open  offices  in  New  York 
and  Chicago  in  addition  to  its  Hollywood 
headquarters. 

Officials  of  the  company  currently  are 
in  negotiation  with  several  independent 
radio  producers  for  release  of  their  prod- 
uct, but  do  not  intend,  Bigelow  said,  to 
interest  themselves  specifically  in  deals 
with  other  motion  picture  producers.  Set- 
up, in  brief,  closely  parallels  the  United 
Artists  organization  in  the  film  world, 
which  finds  UA  acting  as  distributor  for 
the  screen  product  of  independent  pro- 
ducers whose  films  are  deemed  of  high 
enough  quality.  Like  UA,  Telecast  will 
aid  worthwhile  producers  in  financing 
their  programs  if  monetary  help  is  neces- 
sary. 

Warner  Bros.  Pictures  has  no  connec- 
tion with  Telecast  except  that,  coinci- 
dentally, Telecast’s  first  client  is  the  WB 
Broadcasting  Corp.  and  Station  KFWB, 
owned  by  the  film-makers.  WB’s  con- 
tract with  Telecast  for  distribution  of  its 
transcribed  show  reveals  Warner  has 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

With  MuHler  and  Pipe — 

Walter  Wancjer  who  is  east  to  see 
plays  and  supervise  exteriors  for 
“Winter  Carnival”  at  Dartmouth,  his 
alma  mater.  Harry  Kosiner  (right) 
meets  him  at  Grand  Central.  Kosiner 
is  Wanger’s  eastern  representative. 


abandoned  its  previously-announced  plans 
to  enter  the  transcribed  broadcasting  field 
under  a procedure  whereby  KFWB’s  pro- 
grams v.'ould  be  recorded  on  sound  tracks 
and  sold  to  radio  stations  for  broadcast  via 
a small  sound-reproducing  mechanism  to 
be  devised  by  WB.  That  this  plan  has 
gone  into  the  discard  was  confirmed  by 
Maizlish,  of  KFWB,  who  declared  it  had 
never  gone  past  the  discussional  stage  and 
that  Warner’s  broadcasting  executives,  in 
lining  up  with  Telecast,  had  decided  such 
a distribution  procedure  would  be  more 
satisfactory  and  less  liable  to  cause  head- 
aches. 

Several  other  KFWB  programs,  Maizlish 
said,  are  being  scrutinized  for  possible 
distribution  via  transcription  through  the 
Telecast  organization. 


Leff  Plans  New  Jewish 
Talking  Feature  Soon 

New  York — Abe  Leff,  local  circuit 
operator,  is  planning  to  produce  another 
Jewish  talker  here.  He  has  six  stories  and 
will  take  them  with  him  when  he  leaves 
the  end  of  the  month  for  Miami.  From 
the  half  dozen  he  will  select  a vehicle  for 
Celia  Adler,  sister  of  Stella  and  Luther 
Adler.  The  picture  will  be  budgeted  at 
approximately  $25,000. 


W anger  Does  "Most  lor 
Freedom"  During  1938 

New  York — The  film  division  of  the 
theatre  arts  committee,  which  held  its 
first  ball  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt,  Friday 
night,  selected  Walter  Wanger  as  the 
producer  “doing  most  in  1938  to  advance 
the  cause  of  democracy  and  freedom.” 

Howard  Dietz,  Lynn  Farnol  and  Louis 
Nizer  were  prominent  on  the  committee 
sponsoring  the  dance. 


Golden  Tells  'Em 
Who  Sells  'Em 


New  York — “No  part  of  our  business  is 
so  abused,  maltreated,  harassed  and  un- 
derestimated as  the  selling  end,”  Edward 
A.  Golden,  vice-president  of  Monogram, 
told  members  of  M.  P.  Associates  at  in- 
duction of  officers  at  the  Astor  Hotel. 

“Sometimes  I think  we  are  the  lowest 
form  of  animal  . . .”  At  this  point,  Her- 
man Bing,  guest  of  honor  at  the  affair, 
shook  his  head  and  said  “No,  No!”  and 
caused  a wave  of  laughter. 

Golden  prefaced  his  remarks,  by  saying 
that  he  was  going  to  discuss  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  production  and  distribution 
and  “that  is  the  selling  of  the  damned 
pictures.”  He  held  too  little  credit  has 
been  given  to  the  men  who  go  out  and  sell 
films,  but  in  effect,  pointed  out  that  their 
efforts  are  not  in  vain.  He  cited  the  rise 
of  George  J.  Schaefer,  A1  Lichtman,  Harry 
and  Albert  Warner,  among  others,  “who 
started  as  film  peddlers”  and  now  find 
themselves  in  the  top  spots  of  their  com- 
panies. 

Jack  Ellis,  who  was  continued  in  the 
office  of  president,  talked  on  the  charitable 
purposes  of  the  organization,  pointing  out 
that  more  than  300  relief  checks  had  been 
distributed  in  the  past  year.  Everything 
the  association  collected  in  the  last  year, 
and  more,  has  been  doled  out  not  only 
to  some  members  of  the  organization  but 
to  many  who  are  not. 

Emil  K.  Ellis,  attorney  and  brother  of 
Jack,  criticized  producers  and  distributors 
for  not  contributing  to  the  welfare  of  the 
organization.  Referring  to  Golden’s  re- 
mark on  Louis  B.  Mayer,  who  started  as  a 
film  peddler  in  New  England  to  become 
production  head  of  M-G-M,  Ellis  said,  “I 
didn’t  know  I would  come  to  this  luncheon 
to  learn  that  Mayer  was  a film  peddler. 
I always  thought  he  was  a genius.” 

Injecting  a serious  note  in  his  talk, 
Bing  concluded  his  remarks  with  “the 
salesmen  and  exhibitors  are  the  heroes  of 
the  film  industry.  No  matter  how  good  or 
bad  pictures  are  it’s  their  duty  to  get 
capacity  audiences.” 

Block  Booking  Question 
Again  Before  Senate 

Washington — Leaders  of  the  adminis- 
tration forces  in  the  Senate  will  direct 
their  attention  to  the  question  of  block 
booking  in  the  near  future,  it  is  dis- 
closed by  announcement  of  the  makeup 
of  the  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  inter- 
state commerce  committee  which  has  been 
directed  to  take  charge  of  the  legislation. 

Senator  Ellison  D.  Smith  of  South  Caro- 
lina, prominent  in  cotton  legislation,  will 
be  chairman  of  the  committee.  Senator 
Alben  W.  Barkley  of  Kentucky,  floor  lead- 
er, will  be  second  member,  and  Senator 
Matthew  M.  Neely,  author  of  the  bill  and 
successful  last  year  in  getting  it  through 
the  Senate,  will  complete  the  Demo- 
cratic group. 

The  minority  will  be  represented  by 
Senators  Wallace  H.  White  jr.  of  Maine, 
one  of  the  guiding  spirits  in  radio  legis- 
lation and  ranking  Republican,  and 
Charles  W.  Tobey  of  New  York. 
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See  Further  Curtailment  of 
Film  Imports  by  Japan 


New  York — The  present  arrangement 
whereby  majors  are  allowed  to  export  from 
180  to  200  films  to  Japan  already  has  run 
into  a snag,  it  is  reported  here.  The  current 
difficulty,  it  is  said  on  good  authority, 
can  be  traced  to  the  power  of  Japan’s  mili- 
tary who  now  are  planning  to  seize  the 
major  industries  in  their  drive  for  self- 
sufficiency. 

The  plan  has  come  in  for  strong  criti- 
cism by  ultra-nationalistic  spokesmen  on 
the  grounds  that  the  government  in  the 
present  emergency  is  squandering  money 
on  foreign  luxmies. 

First  inkling  of  trouble  for  distributors 
was  reported  in  Boxoffice  last  week  which 
editorially  carried  the  news  that  the  fi- 
nance ministry  has  been  slow  in  granting 
permits  for  the  remaining  $20,000  of  the 
original  sum  of  $30,000  in  print  costs  set 
up  for  the  importation  of  pictures. 

A check  of  companies  reveals  that  ap- 
proximately 100  films  have  been  exported. 
No  further  shipments  can  be  made  until 
the  permits  are  granted. 

Independent  Japanese  distributors  also 
have  voiced  opposition  to  the  agreement. 
They  feel  the  cost  per  foot  of  film  is  in- 
equitable, and  in  addition,  claim  American 
distributors  do  not  have  to  pay  charges 
on  stills  and  accessories. 

Further  information  on  the  contemplated 
legislation  to  be  introduced  in  the  Japanese 
I>iet  in  March  which  calls  for  rigid  con- 
trol over  all  phases  of  the  industry,  is  the 
prospect  that  Japanese  production  will  be 
cut  in  half. 

The  latest  complete  figures  show  that 
574  features  were  produced  in  Japan  dur- 
ing 1937.  It  can  be  estimated  that  the 
total  for  1938  is  close  to  it. 

Here  again  the  military  influence  is  felt. 
It  is  argued  by  the  army  clan  that  for- 
eign exchange  payments  on  luxuries  should 
be  curtailed  and,  as  a result,  restrictions 
have  been  placed  on  imports  of  raw  film 
stock. 

Boxoffice  also  learns  no  theatre  in 
Japan  will  be  allowed  to  show  foreign 
pictures  exclusively  on  one  program.  One 
of  the  two  pictures  on  the  average  bill 
must  be  Japanese. 

It  is  expected  the  ruling  passed  last 
February  which  cut  the  length  of  shows 
from  five  to  three  hours  will  take  care  of 
whatever  reduction  there  is  in  the  number 
of  films. 


Bernhard  Discounts  Talk 
Of  Break  With  Cooper 

New  York — Professing  ignorance  of 
Oklahoma  City  reports  of  an  impending 
breakup  of  the  Joe  Cooper-Wamer  pool, 
which  also  involves  Paramount,  Joseph 
Bernhard,  Warner  theatre  head,  tells 
Boxoffice  it  is  “the  first  I have  heard  of 
such  a thing.” 

Other  sources  say  Cooper’s  contractual 
obligations  run  13  additional  months,  but 
that  he  is  anxious  to  divest  himself  of 
theatres  to  devote  time  to  philanthropic 
interests. 


Gabriel  Pascal  to  London 
For  Huddles  With  Shaw 

New  York — The  man  who  made  George 
Bernard  Shaw  famous  on  the  screen, 
Gabriel  Pascal,  is  now  on  the  high  seas 
bound  for  London  where  he  will  discuss 
with  the  English  playwright  plans  for 
filming  of  “The  Doctor’s  Dilemma.”  Pas- 
cal expects  to  start  shooting  in  June  at 
the  Pinewood  studios. 

He  returns  either  on  the  Queen  Mary  or 
Normandie  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Pascal 
goes  to  the  coast  to  complete  the  script 
and  casting.  M-G-M  is  handling  the  re- 
lease with  the  exception  of  the  United 
Kingdom  where  it  will  be  handled  by 
General  Film  Distributors,  Ltd. 

Following  that,  Pascal  has  no  further 
commitments  with  any  distributing  or- 
ganization. He  is  going  to  screen  a story 
about  the  life  of  Amelia  Earhart  which  he 
hopes  to  do  this  summer.  Another  Shaw 
play,  “Major  Barbara,”  starring  Wendy 
Hiller,  will  be  the  second  on  his  shooting 
schedule. 

New  Zealand  Remittance 
Reduction  Is  Worry 

New  York — Major  distributors  are  con- 
cerned over  a new  law  passed  in  New 
Zealand  whereby  film  companies  can  send 
out  of  the  country  only  75  per  cent  of  the 
money  remitted  in  1938.  The  restriction 
particularly  places  a hardship  on  those 
companies  which  last  year  hesitated  in 
sending  remittances,  to  New  York  and  in- 
stead invested  locally  in  one  form  or  an- 
other. 

It  is  also  stated  in  foreign  departments 
of  home  offices  that  there  is  a possibility 
of  Australia  imposing  a 15  per  cent  quota 
regulation  on  films  imported  from  Eng- 
land. However,  the  imposition  is  contin- 
gent on  Great  Britain’s  attitude  on  im- 
ports from  Australia,  it  is  said.  Reports 
are  current  that  England  is  considering  a 
quota  on  pictures  from  the  Antipodes.  If 
such  a law  is  passed  foreign  heads  of  ma- 
jor companies  look  forward  to  an  inevi- 
table 15  per  cent  quota  established  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

"Pygmalion"  on  Metro's 
Current  Season  List 

New  York — M-G-M  has  decided  to  in- 
clude “Pygmalion,”  independent  English 
production,  on  the  current  season’s  con- 
tracts. There  was  some  debate  over 
whether  the  film,  which  was  acquired 
after  the  company’s  contracts  were  sold, 
should  be  sold  as  a separate  attraction,  but 
this  approach  was  vetoed  in  favor  of  add- 
ing it  to  the  schedule,  with  full  cancella- 
tion privileges. 

The  picture  has  been  given  a tentative 
national  release  date  for  about  March  10. 
Meanwhile,  it  will  be  shown  in  one  the- 
atre in  each  of  about  20  exchange  terri- 
tories to  build  up  exhibitor  interest  in  the 
highly  sophisticated  Bernard  Shaw  play. 


Australian  Squeeze 
Via  Cancellations 

New  York — Growing  restrictions  in  Aus- 
tralia, one  of  the  top-ranking  foreign 
markets,  are  causing  American  distribu- 
tors there  considerable  anxiety.  So  states 
Ralph  Clark  sr.,  Warner  general  mana- 
ger for  that  territory  and  New  Zealand. 

Of  the  five  Australian  commonwealths, 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  have 
clauses  providing  for  25  per  cent  can- 
cellation. Victoria  has  had  that  provision 
for  the  last  two  years  and  New  South 
Wales  recently  included  cancellation  as 
part  of  the  film  legislation  passed  in  par- 
liament last  December. 

According  to  Clark,  these  two  areas 
provide  a little  over  50  per  cent  of  the 
receipts  garnered  in  Australia.  New  South 
Wales,  he  says,  is  the  most  important  and, 
as  a result  of  the  swing  to  cancellation, 
he  believes  the  majors  will  have  to  re- 
vise their  present  selling  methods. 

In  New  Zealand,  Clark  adds,  exhibitors 
have  the  same  cancellation  percentage 
but  since  single  features  are  the  standard 
practice,  it  makes  little  difference  as  far 
as  selling  is  concerned. 

Cancellation  in  New  South  Wales  does 
not  stop  at  25  per  cent,  Clark  says.  He 
points  out  there  is  a clause  which  allows 
exhibitors  a further  2i/^  per  cent  bracket 
in  order  to  play  Australian  productions. 

Cancellation  does  not  stop  there,  Clark 
continues.  There  is  also  a 15  per  cent 
clause  for  British  pictures  which  is  now 
quiescent  pending  the  outcome  of  nego- 
tiations between  England  and  Australia 
over  a reciprocal  film  treaty. 

“Add  that  up,”  he  says,  “arid  you  have 
cancellation  amounting  to  421/2  per  cent.” 

The  New  South  Wales  administration  is 
intent  on  developing  domestic  production 
and  has  gone  as  far  as  providing  for  sub- 
sidies to  local  producers,  divulges  Clark. 
“They  also  would  like  to  see  American 
companies  produce  quota  pictures  there,” 
he  says. 

Business  for  1938,  according  to  Clark, 
was  slightly  off.  He  attributes  the  cause 
to  the  natural  reaction  following  the  gen- 
eral recession  here  and  in  England  and 
also  to  the  fact  that  wool  prices  are  low. 

Clark  is  discussing  with  Sam  E.  Morris, 
general  foreign  manager,  future  sales  pol- 
icy in  his  territory.  He  then  leaves  in 
about  two  weeks  for  a visit  at  the  studio, 
and  after  a few  days,  will  return  to  his 
post. 

A Warner  Refugee  Short 
To  Exhibitors  Gratis 

New  York — A ten-minute  short  subject, 
“The  Nine  Million,”  produced  by  Vita- 
phone,  is  offered  to  exhibitors  gratis.  It 
deals  with  the  refugee  problem  through- 
out the  world,  showing  innocent  victims 
of  war  and  oppression  fleeing  to  whatever 
havens  they  may  find. 

Burnet  Hershey  produced  and  Irving 
Caesar  collaborated  on  the  theme  song 
sung  by  a chorus  at  the  finish  as  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  reflects  the  peace  and 
democracy  of  America. 
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Boris  Certainly 
Gets  Around 

New  York — Boris  Morros,  while  in 
New  York,  is  staying  at  the  Sherry 
Netherlands.  During  his  vacation  visit, 
Harry  Edington,  new  Universal  pro- 
ducer, also  is  stopping  at  the  hostelry. 
And  peculiarly  enough  they  are  neigh- 
bors and  when  Morros  really  gets  ex- 
cited Edington  can  hear  him  without 
opening  door  or  transom. 

The  other  night,  Edington  went  to 
the  Imperial  to  see  "Leave  It  to  Me." 
He  got  there  early  and  seated  himself 
comfortably  in  the  orchestra.  And  be- 
fore long,  who  would  come  along?  It 
certainly  was. 


Boris  Morros  Plans 
Two  Films  Yearly 

New  York — At  least  two  pictures  a year 
to  be  produced  in  Hollywood  is  the  tenta- 
tive plan  of  Boris  Morros,  who,  after  16 
continuous  years  with  Paramount  in  var- 
ious capacities  and  recently  as  associate 
producer  and  musical  director,  has  joined 
with  Leon  Siritzki,  French  exhibitor,  in 
the  formation  of  a production-distribu- 
tion enterprise. 

Morros  says  he  has  more  than  one  ap- 
proach to  the  new  project.  This  will  be 
the  basis  of  forthcoming  conferences  with 
Siritzki,  who,  with  his  son,  Sarny,  will  ar- 
rive from  France  shortly.  In  any  event, 
the  elder  Siritzki — “a  self-made  man” — 
controlling  about  300  theatres  in  import- 
ant French  centers,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  Paris  office,  as  well  as  looking  after 
his  theatre  interests,  while  Sarny  man- 
ages the  New  York  branch  and  Morros 
looks  after  the  Hollywood  angles. 

Morros  now  owns  rights  to  several  out- 
standing foreign  films,  he  says,  and  may 
remake  these  in  Hollywood.  His  deal  with 
Siritzki  assures  maximum  playing  time  in 
France.  As  for  world-wide  distribution, 
Morros  says  he  now  has  a “definite”  com- 
mitment with  a major  company,  but  is 
continuing  conferences  with  others  along 
these  lines. 

He  may  also  open  a Broadway  show- 
window  for  his  productions,  he  added.  This 
may  either  be  with  an  existing  operator, 
or  may  involve  the  outright  purchase  or 
lease  of  a house. 

As  for  production  personnel,  Morros  says 
he  has  a “very  able”  group  of  “young 
talent,  unsung  heroes,”  who  are  more  in- 
terested in  doing  a job  than  arguing  over 
credit  lines. 

Morros  plans  to  be  here  for  about  two 
weeks,  during  which  he  expects  to  nego- 
tiate for  film  rights  to  a few  Broadway 
plays. 


Shift  Daly*  Kramer 

New  York — Harold  Daly,  formerly  of 
the  RKO  Uptown,  is  now  at  the  Orpheum, 
and  Rudolph  Kramer,  formerly  of  the 
Midtown,  is  now  at  the  Uptown. 


They  Say  Feb.  27  Will  Tell 


New  York — Despite  the  2,152,000  replies  in  the  Movie  Quiz  Contest,  members 
of  the  general  committee  feel  the  real  pulling  power  of  the  stunt  will  not  be 
established  until  announcement  night,  February  27. 

If  the  public’s  interest  has  been  aroused  to  the  point  where  thousands  of 
patrons  over  the  normal  number  that  attend  theatres  on  Monday  nights  turn  out 
to  determine  if  they  are  prize  winners,  the  committee  feels  the  contest  will  have 
proven  an  unqualified  success. 

Ever  since  the  contest  closed  on  December  31.  general  headquarters  has  been 
in  receipt  of  more  than  5,000  inquiries  on  the  date  winners  will  be  annoimced. 


Clearance  Protest  New  York  Industrij 

Voiced  Upstate  Fights  Anti-Laws 


Albany — The  regional  unit  of  Allied, 
headed  by  Mitchell  Conery  of  Ravena, 
N.  Y.,  is  protesting  the  protection  situ- 
ation in  Troy,  Schenectady  and  Albany. 
The  protest  particularly  hits  RKO,  War- 
ner and  Si  Fabian.  It  is  claimed  the  orig- 
inal 30-day  clearance  is  now  60  to  90  and, 
in  some  instances  where  there  is  shortage 
of  prints,  120  days. 

E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary 
of  the  state  organization,  presided  at  the 
meeting  at  which  Mrs.  H.  MacMarara  of 
Alexandria  Bay  and  Valatie,  N.  Y.,  was 
elected  recording  regional  secretary;  Leon- 
ard Rosenthal  of  the  State,  Troy,  chair- 
man of  the  grievance  board,  which  also 
consists  of  George  Thornton  of  the  Or- 
pheum, Saugerties,  and  Kingsley  Ryan  of 
the  Capitol,  Ausable  Forks,  and  Photo- 
play, Keeseville. 


Kelly  Leaves  to  Confer 
In  Buffalo,  Milwaukee 

New  York — E.  Thornton  Kelly  left  Sat- 
urday for  Buffalo  where  the  regional  Al- 
lied unit  will  hold  a meeting  Monday  at 
the  Statler.  From  Buffalo  he  will  leave 
for  Milwaukee  where  he  will  confer  with 
Allied  leaders  there  and  return  to  Buffalo 
February  21.  Two  days  later  he  will  con- 
duct a meeting  in  Syracuse. 

Robert  Gillham's  Mother 
Dies  in  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City — Mrs.  Amanda  Louise 
Marty  Gillham,  80,  mother  of  Robert  Gill- 
ham,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Paramount,  died  February  4 at  her 
home  here.  Her  husband,  who  died  in 
1899,  was  prominent  in  the  city’s  civic 
and  business  affairs. 

Funeral  services,  which  Gillham  and  his 
wife  attended,  were  held  Monday.  He  came 
here  from  New  Orleans,  and  continued 
on  to  Hollywood. 

Mayflower  Reports  New 
Business  Location 

Albany — Mayflower  Pictures  Corp.,  Ltd., 
is  now  doing  business  in  the  state  as  pro- 
ducers and  distributors  of  motion  pic- 
tures at  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  according  to  a 
statement  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Frank  Carpenter  is  president  of  May- 
flower and  Schwartz  and  Frohlich  are  at- 
torneys. Capital  stock  is  50,000  pounds, 
par  value  5 shillings. 


New  York — Proposed  New  York  state 
legislation  aimed  at  theatres  will  be 
strenuously  fought  when  metropolitan  cir- 
cuit and  independent  leaders  meet  next 
week  to  draw  battle  lines.  A session  for 
this  purpose,  scheduled  at  the  office  of 
Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  Wednes- 
day, was  called  off  due  to  the  illness  of 
Sen.  J.  Henry  Walters,  legal  head  of  RKO 
theatres,  and  an  expert  in  legislative  mat- 
ters. 

The  new  measures  viewed  as  particular- 
ly serious  are  the  two  men-in-a-booth 
bill  and  a proposal  to  tax  theatres,  as 
well  as  other  enterprises,  to  finance  a 
low  rent  housing  project. 

Invited  to  attend  the  meeting  next 
week  are  Harry  Kosch,  counsel  to  Allied 
of  New  York;  Clark  Brown,  Paramount; 
A1  Burns,  Century  circuit;  Louis  Frisch, 
Randforce;  Leopold  Friedman,  Loew’s; 
Willard  C.  Patterson,  Warners;  David  Pal- 
freyman,  MPPDA;  A1  Reid,  Fabian  cir- 
cuit; Monroe  Stein,  S.  D.  Cocalis  circuit; 
Louis  Weber,  Skouras,  and  M.  Steinberg, 
20th  Century-Fox. 

DuArt-Consolidated  in 
Out-of-Court  Accord 

New  York — DuAi’t’s  suit  against  Con- 
solidated in  connection  with  a deal  for  the 
handling  of  Universal  film  printing  work, 
has  been  settled  out  of  court  “to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  both  parties,”  Sam  Gottlieb, 
attorney  for  DuArt,  states. 

The  action,  pending  for  a number  of 
years  on  the  federal  court  calendar,  claim- 
ed Consolidated  induced  Universal  to  sign 
up  after  having  made  a previous  deal  with 
DuArt.  However,  after  some  discussion,  it 
was  “felt  there  should  be  no  animosity 
existing  between  the  parties,”  and  the  mat- 
ter was  marked  off  the  calendar. 

Paramount  Drive  Details 
Waiting  on  Frawley 

New  York — Details  in  connection  with 
prizes  in  the  Paramount  Four  Star  Drive, 
which  gets  under  way  February  26  and 
ends  May  27,  will  be  completed  upon  the 
return  of  J.  B.  G.  Frawley  from  a Miami 
vacation. 

Each  division  manager,  J.  J.  Unger, 
Charles  Reagan  and  Oscar  Morgan,  will 
be  captain  for  his  territory.  There  may 
be  10,  12  or  15  awards.  A decision  is  ex- 
pected next  week. 
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Loew  Allowance  Plea 
Filing  Date  Nears 

New  York — Application  for  allowances 
in  the  Loew  minority  stockholders  suit  will 
be  filed  before  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  by  Emil  K.  Ellis  and 
other  attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs  Wednes- 
day. 

During  the  week.  Ellis  submitted  a brief 
of  findings  of  fact.  Former  Judge  Joseph 
M.  Proskauer  of  Proskauer,  Rose  & Pas- 
kus,  representing  Loew’s,  also  filed  similar 
findings.  From  these  findings,  Judge 
Valente  will  decide  which  have  been  es- 
tablished as  facts. 

One  of  the  findings  listed  by  Ellis  is 
understood  to  deal  with  the  release  by 
Louis  B.  Mayer  and  J.  Robert  Rubin  of 
payments  in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Thalberg  estate  claim.  Others 
deal  with  the  Ohio  and  Chippewa  Theatres 
and  accountings  in  regard  to  foreign  sub- 
sidiaries. 

W anger  to  Scan  New  York 
Play  and  Story  Marts 

New  York  — Walter  Wanger  returns 
from  Hanover,  N.  H.,  Monday  where  he 
supervised  shooting  exteriors  at  Dartmouth 
for  “Winter  Carnival.”  The  UA  producer 
will  remain  in  New  York  for  a couple  of 
weeks  scanning  the  play  and  story  mar- 
ket and  may  stay  on  for  the  opening  of 
“Stagecoach”  at  the  Music  Hall,  March  3. 

Wanger  proposes  launching  “Personal 
History”  shortly.  John  Howard  Lawson 
is  rewriting  the  script. 


It's  Personality, 
Says  Claudette 

Hollywood — "Practically  any  woman 
who  has  a reasonably  attractive  face 
and  figure  and  who  has  thousands  of 
dollars  to  spend  on  clothes  will  stand 
out  in  a crowd,"  is  Claudette  Colbert's 
observation.  Yet  she  doesn't  believe 
that  sheer  ability  to  spend  money 
should  entitle  a woman  to  be  called 
"best  dressed." 

"To  me,"  she  says,  "the  best  dressed 
woman  is  one  who  has  such  a per- 
sonality that  she  looks  beautiful  in  no 
matter  what  she  has  on,  outside  of  a 
gunnysack  or  her  husband's  discarded 
trousers  and  an  old  felt  hat." 

Any  other  suggestions? 


Would  Destroy  Prints 
In  Fight  Film  Suit 

Chicago — A court  order  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  certain  prizefight  film  prints  is 
sought  by  the  government  in  its  suit 
against  Bell  & Howell  on  charges  of  viola- 
tion of  the  federal  law  against  interstate 
transportation  of  such  sequences.  TTie  firm 
will  not  protest  the  application,  it  is  said. 

The  company  is  charged  with  mailing 
prints  of  the  Louis-Schmeling  bout  and  the 
old  Dempsey  film,  “Idol  of  Millions,”  to 
the  Philip  Glowlamp  Works,  Ltd.,  at  Eind- 
hoben,  Holland.  Government  counsel  said 
the  prints  were  seized  on  retuim  to  the 
defendant. 


Bondy  Defers  Decision 
On  Motion  by  Nizer 

New  York — Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy  has  reserved  decision  on  Louis 
Nizer’s  motion  to  vacate  an  examination 
before  trial  in  the  Jim  Tully  suit  for 
damages  of  $50,000  against  William  K. 
Howard  and  Odessco  Films. 

Tully  alleges  his  name  was  mentioned 
in  publicity  in  connection  with  “Back 
Door  to  Heaven,”  produced  at  the  East- 
ern Service  Studios.  He  contended  the 
publicity  violated  his  right  of  privacy. 

William  B.  Jaffe  is  representing  Howard. 


Jack  Pearl  Is  Witness 
At  Jack  Benny  Trial 

New  York — Although  not  directly  or  in- 
directly involved.  Jack  Pearl  has  appeared 
twice  in  the  federal  court  as  a witness  in 
the  government’s  action  against  Jack 
Benny  in  connection  with  Nat  Chapereau’s 
alleged  smuggling  activities. 

Louis  Nizer  is  representing  Pearl,  who 
admits  he  met  Chapereau  in  Europe  and 
says  beyond  that  he  has  had  no  connec- 
tions with  him. 


Gets  Peruvian  Dates 

New  York  — The  William  Rowland 
Spanish  picture,  “Di  Que  Me  Quieres,” 
which  RKO  is  distributing,  will  open 
simultaneously  March  12  in  five  theatres 
in  Lima,  Peru,  according  to  word  from 
Bert  Reisman,  RKO  manager  for  Peru. 


Grand  Ballroom 
8; 30  P.  M.  — and 
Formal  Attire^Please 
Subscription 

$7.50  per  person 

• 

Reservations  from  Miss  Etta 
Le  VofF,  Columbia  Pictures 
729  7th  Avenue,  New  York 


YOUR^EST  ENTERTAINMENT 

ColiMftJUaA^  QluL 

OF  COLUMBIA  PICTURES  — PRESENTS  ITS 


ninth  annual 

DINNER  AND  DANCE 

FEBRUARY  25th  1939 

HOTEL  WALDORF  ASTORIA 
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THE  WASHINGTON  SCENE  by  Earle  A.  Dyer 


1,099  Features  by 
U.  S.  Producers 

Washington — American  motion  picture 
producers  in  1937  turned  out  1,099  fea- 
tures and  2,843  shorts  for  the  16,000 
American  theatres,  spending  a total  of 
$126,039,177  in  the  process,  it  is  reported 
by  the  census  bureau  of  the  department 
of  commerce. 

Other  production  and  expenses  brought 
the  total  expenditure  for  the  year  to  $197,- 
741,358,  an  increase  of  nearly  $36,000,000 
over  the  1935  total  of  $161,864,842  and 
some  70  per  cent  above  the  1933  figure 
of  $119,342,866. 

The  bureau’s  report  disclosed  that  the 
inflation  in  the  industry  which  carried  the 
number  of  producing  establishments  from 
92  in  1933  to  129  in  1935,  had  been  thor- 
oughly dissipated  by  1937,  when  only  83 
establishments  were  listed. 

This  concentration  of  production,  how- 
ever, had  no  effect  upon  employment, 
which  jumped  from  an  average  of  19,037 
persons  in  1933  to  34,624  persons  in  1937, 
accompanied  by  an  increase  in  payrolls 
from  $71,343,941  to  $139,588,644. 

Of  the  83  establishments  reporting  for 
1937,  a total  of  24  were  located  in  the 
city  of  Los  Angeles  and  11  in  Los  Angeles 
county.  The  coimty  establishments  were 
by  far  the  largest,  employing  15,060  per- 
sons against  15,345  in  the  24  city  plants, 
and  with  a total  expenditure  of  $84,177,- 
897  against  $87,765,452.  Of  the  46  es- 
tablishments passing  out  of  the  picture 
between  1935  and  1937,  a flat  40  were  in 
this  area,  27  of  them  in  the  city  and  13 
in  the  county. 

21  Produce  in  N.  Y. 

The  remaining  48  establishments  were 
located  in  14  states,  21  of  them  in  New 
York,  where  2,883  persons  were  employed 
and  total  production  expense  was  $16,377,- 
532;  seven  in  Illinois,  with  employment 
of  156  persons  and  total  expenditures  of 
$481,025,  and  the  remaining  20,  employ- 
ing 1,180  persons  and  reporting  total  ex- 
penditures of  $8,939,452,  scattered  among 
Colorado,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Mary- 
land and  Massachusetts  (1  each);  Michi- 
gan and  Missouri  (3  each),  and  Minne- 
sota, New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Texas  (2  each) , 

A total  of  1,099  full  length  feature 
films,  costing  $120,820,554,  were  produced 
in  1937,  compared  with  1,094  costing  $110,- 
974,791  in  1935  and  1,059  costing  $77,- 
535,515  in  1933,  the  bureau  reported.  Of 
the  1937  production,  12  films  in  color  had 
a negative  cost  of  $8,777,149,  and  1,087  in 
black  and  white  a cost  of  $112,043,405. 

In  addition,  there  were  2,843  short  sub- 
jects under  3,000  feet  in  length  produced 
during  the  year,  of  which  92  were  in  color 
and  cost,  $1,194,095  and  2,751  were  in 
black  and  white  and  cost  $4,024,528.  No 
comparable  figures  are  available  for  earlier 
years. 

A total  of  $5,715,977  was  expended  on 
non-theatrical  films  during  the  year,  it  was 
stated,  $4,539,515  on  advertising  and  news 


Films  for  Archives  in 
Need  of  Recopying 

Washington  — Approximately  384,000 
running  feet  of  motion  picture  film  al- 
ready have  been  deposited  in  the  new 
national  archives,  it  is  disclosed  by  Ar- 
chivist R.  D.  W.  Connor,  but  much  of 
this  will  be  lost  within  a comparatively 
few  years  unless  provision  is  made  for 
copying  on  the  longer-lived  acetate  film. 

Most  of  the  pictures  so  far  acquired  are 
on  nitrate  film,  which  has  a life,  if  prop- 
erly processed,  of  25  years  or  more,  but 
much  of  the  material  is  in  rather  bad 
shape  and  should  be  copied,  Connor  told 
a house  appropriations  subcommittee. 

The  present  stock  is  comprised  in  part 
of  film  taken  from  government  records 
and  in  part  from  donations  from  private 
sources,  he  said.  Pictures  run  back  as  far 
as  the  turn  of  the  century,  and  the  ar- 
chives has  one  film  of  the  funeral  of 
President  McKinley,  several  taken  during 
Theodore  Roosevelt’s  administration,  oth- 
ers showing  the  building  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  as  well  as  films  of  Admiral  Byrd’s 
several  Antarctic  expeditions  and  one  of 
the  destruction  of  the  German  Zeppelin, 
“Hindenburg.” 

Find  600  Tons  of  Film 

Connor  revealed  that  when  search 
parties  sent  out  by  the  national  archives 
delved  into  government  records  they  found 
610  tons  of  film  in  the  possession  of  gov- 
ernment agencies.  In  offices  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  some  17,700,000  running 
feet  of  motion  picture  film  were  found, 
together  with  some  3,000,000  still-picture 
negatives  and  5,500  sound  recordings. 
Only  a comparatively  small  part  of  this 
supply  was  found  suitable  for  preservation 
in  the  archives,  which  aims  at  keeping 
an  historical  record  rather  than  any  and 
all  material  submitted  or  available. 


Sirovich  Film  Bureau 
Bill  Back  in  House 

Washington — All  of  the  old  stand-bys 
of  motion  picture  legislation  are  now  pend- 
ing in  Congress,  the  list  being  completed 
with  the  reintroduction  by  Representative 
William  I.  Sirovich  of  New  York  of  his 
resolution  for  creation  of  a bureau  of  fine 
arts  in  the  interior  department. 

While  he  has  not  yet  announced  his 
plans,  it  is  expected  that  Sirovich,  chair- 
man of  the  house  patents  committee,  will 
in  the  near  future  hold  another  series  of 
hearings  on  the  legislation. 


reels,  $855,782  on  industrial  pictures  and 
$320,680  on  educational  and  other  pic- 
tures. In  1935,  the  total  expenditure  of 
$7,698,547  included  $4,939,964  for  adver- 
tising and  news  reels,  $324,282  for  educa- 
tional pictures  and  $2,434,301  for  other 
films. 

A total  of  $33,074,784  was  spent  during 
the  year  on  productions  not  finished  at 
the  close  of  1937,  it  was  stated.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  1935  was  $15,- 
683,826. 


Income  Tax  in  '36 
Is  Double  1935's 

Washington — Corporations  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  paid  almost  exactly 
twice  as  much  in  taxes  on  their  1936 
income  as  on  their  1935  income,  it  is  dis- 
closed by  the  bm’eau  of  internal  revenue. 

Income  taxes  collected  from  the  cor- 
porate units  in  the  industry  totaled  $8,913,- 
000  for  1936  against  $4,488,000  for  1935. 
While  improved  business  accounted  for 
most  of  the  increase,  the  treasury  bene- 
fited to  the  extent  of  $1,284,000  from  the 
undistributed  profits  tax,  effective  on  1936 
income  for  the  first  time. 

The  increase  in  taxes  reflected  the 
marked  improvement  of  the  film  business 
in  1936,  which  brought  the  gross  income 
of  corporations  engaged  in  exhibition  to 
$539,115,000  from  $475,791,000  in  1935  and 
jumped  the  gross,  income  of  producing 
corporations  to  $320,789,000  from  $213,- 
759,000. 

This  improvement  was  also  reflected  in 
another  way,  namely,  the  number  of  ex- 
hibition corporations  reporting  taxable  net 
income  increased  from  1,727  out  of  a to- 
tal of  3,811  in  1935  to  2,102  out  of  a to- 
tal of  4,066  in  1936,  and  the  number  of 
tax-paying  producer  corporations  increased 
from  69  out  of  a total  of  259  to  101  out 
of  a total  of  279. 

The  figures  on  exhibition  cover  only 
the  income  and  taxes  of  the  incorporated 
companies;  no  information  is  available  as 
to  the  number  of  theatres  involved,  nor 
are  there  any  statistics,  on  the  operations 
of  individuals  and  partnerships  operating 
theatres. 

Gross  income  of  the  2,192  exhibition  cor- 
porations which  paid  taxes  on  1936  in- 
come was  $424,912,000;  their  net  income 
was  $47,483,000,  and  they  paid  $5,402,000 
in  normal  income  taxes,  $725,000  in  sur- 
taxes on  undistributed  profits  and  $136,- 
000  in  taxes,  on  excess  profits. 

Of  the  remaining  theatre  corporations, 
1,685  reported  an  aggregate  gross  income 
of  $114,203,000  but,  after  deductions,  had 
a deficit  of  $6,689,000,  and  the  remaining 
189  were  inactive. 

In  1935,  bureau  records  show,  the  1,727 
theatre  corporations  which  had  taxable 
income  had  a gross  income  of  $278,875,000 
and  a net  income  of  $22,795,000,  with  a 
tax  liability  of  $3,133,000  in  normal  taxes 
and  $137,000  in  taxes  on  excess  profits. 
Of  the  remaining  corporations,  1,901  had 
a gross  income  of  $196,916,000  but  showed 
a deficit  of  $20,231,000,  and  183  were  in- 
active. 

In  the  producing  branch,  the  101  com- 
panies which  paid  taxes  had  a total  gross 
income  of  $174,585,000  and  a net  income 
of  $29,726,000,  paying  the  Treasury  $2,074,- 
000  in  normal  taxes,  $559,000  in  undis- 
tributed profits  taxes  and  $17,000  in  ex- 
cess profits  taxes.  The  non-taxable  com- 
panies included  129  with  a gross  income 
of  $146,204,000,  who  reported  a deficit  of 
(Continued  on  page  32-D) 
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Nice  Work.  li  You  Can  Get  It — “ ^ 

Congresswoman  Caroline  O’Day  gave  a party  in  Washington  in  observance 
of  the  President’s  birthday.  Hollywood  was  amply  represented.  Also  Charles 
C.  Pettijohn — he  looks  surprised — and  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  head  of  the  FBI  of 
the  Department  of  Justice.  The  gals  are  Eleanor  Powell,  Andrea  Leeds  and 
Annabella. 


pOLLOWING  the  20th-Fox  sales  parley 

to  be  held  here  Thursday,  Herman  Web- 
ber expects  to  go  to  Florida  for  a vacation 
and  then  meet  S.  R.  Kent  on  the  coast 
early  in  March  . . . Clarence  Hake,  20th- 
Fox  manager  for  Australia,  sails  for  the 
United  States  to  discuss  with  Foreign  Man- 
ager Walter  J.  Hutchinson  future  selling 
policy  as  a result  of  the  recent  legislation 
enacted  there  . . . Phil  Reisman,  RKO 
foreign  sales  manager,  is  back  from  a 
Havana  trip  described  as  “routine”  . . . 
The  grippe  incapacitated  12  members  of 
the  Monogram  home  office  last  week  . . . 
George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  sales  man- 
ager, who  left  for  Florida,  Friday,  was  ill 
during  the  entire  week  he  spent  on  the 
coast  . . . W.  Ray  Johnston  is  expected 
back  in  a few  days  . . . Norm  Elson  of  the 
Brandt  organization  was  also  Florida- 
bound  the  same  day. 

Bert  Nayfack  is  a father  for  the  second 
time,  the  latest  arrival  being  a seven- 
pound  12-ounce  boy  who  now  proudly 
goes  under  the  name  of  Bertram  S.  Nay- 
fack jr.  The  little  stranger  is  now  getting 
acquainted  with  the  Nayfack  household 
. . . T.  Leczer,  secretary  to  William  F. 
Rodgers,  returns  to  her  M-G-M  home  of- 
fice desk,  February  20,  from  a sunny  and 
rainy  vacation  in  Miami  . . . Hal  Danson, 
assistant  to  Alec  Moss,  and  the  missus  are 
trying  to  find  the  sunshine  down  Miami 
way.  Being  an  exploiteer,  Hal  is  sure  to 
find  out  how  true  is  the  slogan  ‘‘It’s  Al- 
ways June  in  Miami.” 

A1  Stocker,  who  manages  to  keep  busy 
on  Modern  Theatre,  which  you  get  every 
four  weeks  with  the  regular  copy  of  Box- 
OFFiCE,  celebrated  a birthday  during  the 
week  . . . Charles  Stern,  the  man  who  al- 
ways has  a tan  and  supervises  sales  for 
UA  in  the  eastern  district,  spent  two  days 
in  Washington,  one  of  them  at  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia  convention  at  the  Shoreham 
. . . Louise  Campbell,  Paramount  player, 
spent  Thursday  in  Chicago  with  her  father 
who  had  a birthday  party  on  that  day. 
From  Chicago,  Miss  Campbell  came  on  to 
New  York  to  take  in  the  shows  . . . Max 
A.  Cohen  is  making  a real  vacation  of  his 


trip  to  Honolulu.  And  by  that  is  meant 
he  hasn’t  sent  a card  to  his  friends  or  a 
business  note  to  his  office. 

The  entertaining  and  amusing  tone  of 
“Sensible  Dieting,”  a new  book  to  be  pub- 
lished by  Knopf  shortly  is  the  handiwork 
of  Jose  Schorr  of  Columbia  who  assisted 
Dr.  William  Engel  in  converting  a scien- 
tific study  of  dietetics  into  a diverting  dis- 
course on  smart  eating.  Aside  from  his  Co- 
lumbia activities,  Schorr  contributes  regu- 
larly to  popular  magazines.  His  stuff  has 
landed  in  the  New  Yorker,  et  al.  And 
that  makes  Hortense,  also  of  Columbia, 
quickly  acknowledge  she’s  his  sister. 

Bob  Lynch  is  romping  around  on  the 
beaches  down  Miami  way  . . . Jack  Hoff- 
berg  now  has  “Mmle.  Ma  Mere,”  in  which 
Danielle  Darrieux  appears  . . . Gene  Autry 
wiU  be  guest  star  over  the  Ethyl  Gaso- 
line air  show  on  CBS  next  Thursday  eve- 
ning, in  case  you  should  be  home,  and  not 
in  a theatre  . . . Bob  Christenberry’s 
staff  at  the  Hotel  Astor,  composed  of 
39  different  nationalities,  has,  subscribed 
$1,573.50  for  relief  of  refugees  of  all  de- 
nominations . . . Karl  Macdonald,  Warner 
Latin-American  supervisor,  will  attend  the 


three-day  sales  convention  of  the  com- 
pany’s forces  in  that  zone  starting  March  6. 
The  place,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Arthur  Abeles, 
who  used  to  be  local  branch  manager 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  Latin  America, 
will  conduct  the  sessions. 

Humphrey  Bogart  and  his  wife,  Mayo 
Methot,  are  in,  town  for  a fortnight’s  vaca- 
tion. They  will  be  in  Oklahoma  City,  March 
3,  for  the  world  premiere  of  “Oklahoma 
Kid,”  in  which  Bogart  appears  . . . S. 
Charles  Einfeld  and  the  missus  are  due 
from  the  coast  Monday.  It’s  a business 
trip  as  far  as  the  publicity,  advertising 
and  exploitation  head  of  Warner  is  con- 
cerned . . . Lou  Joffe  of  the  RKO  legal 
department  and  his  wife,  Peggy  Foldes. 
who  does  publicity  for  the  RKO  circuit, 
left  over  the  weekend  for  a vacation  in 
Miami. 

Tom  Connors  and  Joe  Vogel  leave 
Gotham,  February  17,  by  train  for  Miami 
and  golf.  Thence  by  boat  to  Kingston  for 
ten  days  of  fishing  and  golf.  Thence  to 
Havana  for  whatever  it  offers.  Thence 
to  Miami  for  things  and  golf.  Then  home 
. . . James  Roosevelt  has  gone  back  to  the 
coast,  returning  in  three  weeks.  He  has 
set  up  a schedule  that  calls  for  him  to 
spend  one  week — the  fourth — of  each 
month  here;  three  in  Hollywood  . . . Jack 
Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager  in  the 
middle  west,  is  aboard  the  Normandie. 
v;hich  is  on  a 26-day  South  American 
cruise.  Among  the  dock  farewellers  were 
the  Sam  Eckmans,  the  William  F.  Rodgers, 
the  E.  K.  O’Sheas,  the  E.  Wallace  Aarons, 
with  daughter  Barbara  Ann,  and  Tom 
Connors. 

Tom  Gerety  of  Howard  Dietz’s  staff  has 
parted  company  with  the  hospital  and  la 
grippe,  and  is  preparing  for  a southern 
recuperation  sojourn  . . . Louis  Hyman,  Sol 
Lesser’s  representative,  is  back  on  the 
coast  after  a short  trip  here  . . . While 
Bill  Ferguson  shares  his  Miami  vacation 
between  his  vast  real  estate  holdings  and 
Old  Sol,  he’s  arranging  necessary  details 
for  the  local  premiere  of  “Ice  Follies”  . . . 
Eddie  Mannix  is  back  on  the  coast  after 
a sojourn  in  Miami  during  which  he  talked 
business  with  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  . . . 
Joseph  Platt,  Selznick-International  at- 
torney on  the  coast,  is  here  on  business  . . . 


As  Rinzler  Meets  the  Sun — 

Photographed  as  he  travels  toward  Honolulu,  here  is  Sam  Rinzler  of  Rand- 
force  on  a stopover  at  the  Warner  studio.  This  proves  exhibitors  continue  to 
be  suckers  for  star  handshakes  and  autographs.  Left  to  right:  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Bernard,  Gale  Page,  Pat  O’Brien,  Mrs.  Rinzler  and  Sam,  smiling  as  usual. 
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Jean  Lenauer,  French-horn  and  operator 
of  the  Filmarte,  has  received  his  citizen- 
ship papers. 

Louis  Frisch  is  back  from  Miami  and 
says  although  his  son,  Manny,  was  plan- 
ning to  spend  a vacation  at  the  winter  re- 
sort he  has  canceled  plans  because  he  is 
to  become  a father  next  month  . . . Tyree 
Dillard  jr.,  M-G-M  coimsel,  has  in  his 
office  a pair  of  original  prints  from  paint- 
ings by  Ben  Herring,  called  “Silks  and 
Satins  of  the  Field.”  They  are  supposed 
to  be  the  largest  hunting  pictures  of  their 
kind  and  were  acquired  from  the  estate 
of  a prominent  Englishman  in  London  . . . 
Harry  Gold  went  to  Wilmington  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  Warner  Theatre  there. 

Louise  Marie,  four-year-old  darling  in 
the  J.  J.  O’Connor  household,  came 
through  with  flying  honors  in  the  New 
Rochelle  Cradle  Guild  show  over  the  week- 
end, taking  first  prize  in  the  contest  which 
carried  with  it  a round-trip  to  Bermuda 
. . . Papa  O’Connor  is  cashing  in  the 
ticket  for  $150  and  with  it  Louise  Marie 
will  get  a pleasant  surprise  one  of  these 
fine  days  . . . Pete  Harrison  returns  Mon- 
day from  a three-week  coast  visit  . . . 
Gus  Eyssell  got  hack  over  the  weekend 
from  a tropical  vacation  . . . Milton  Mayer 
left  Friday  for  the  Essex  House  at  Miami 
Beach.  In  case  you  don’t  know,  the  hotel 
is  owned  hy  Maurice  Fleischman,  former 
local  exhibitor  . . . Mrs.  Max  Fellerman 
also  has  gone  to  spend  a few  weeks  loll- 
ing on  Miami  beaches  . . . H.  M.  Bessey, 
secretary-treasurer  of  Altec,  is  on  a 
month’s  tour  of  the  west  coast. 

Lou  Silvers,  general  musical  director  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  is  at  the  Waldorf  on 
a brief  vacation.  Why  he  can  only  stay 
a week:  “Merely  six  pictures  all  at  once 
and  the  De  Mille  Monday  night  radio 
show”  . . . Sam  Eckman  in  tow  of  the 
Metro  foreign  department  at  Sardi’s  . . . 
Dave  Blum,  smilingly  happy  over  the  new 
child  . . . Mort  Spring  feeling  chipper, 
now  that  the  tension  is  down.  He  almost 
lost  his  mother  last  week  . . . Marion 
Bryam  and  Jean  Muir  a luncheon  two- 
some . . . There’s  that  amusing  story  of 
how  Si  Seadler  almost  went  to  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  when  he  actually  had  no  such 
ideas  in  mind  . . . Joe  Moskowitz,  due  from 
Hollywood  Monday,  finally  arrived  Fri- 
day. Delayed,  of  course. 

Norman  Moray,  Warner  short  subject 
sales  manager,  is  making  stops  at  the 
various  branches  on  his  way  back  from  a 
Miami  vacation  . . . Fred  Ullman  is  back 
at  his  desk  after  a coast  visit  . . . RKO 
Pathe  Director  Frank  Donovan  is  ill  with 
a cold  . . . Howard  Dietz  is  among  the 
lecturers  in  the  “Propaganda  Analysis  and 
Public  Opinion’’  course  given  at  the  Rand 
School  of  Social  Science.  He  will  dis- 
cuss motion  picture  propaganda.  Dietz 
also  addressed  the  weekly  luncheon  of 
Hearst  executives  at  the  Warwick  Hotel 
. . . Ben  Miggins  and  Francis  L.  Harley, 
2Qth-Fox  overseas  sales  managers,  are 
homeward  bound  on  the  Queen  Mary  . . . 
20th-Fox’s  Eastern  Division  Manager  Bill 
Sussman  is  back  from  a Rio  cruise. 

Yessiree,  yessiree,  Halsey  Raines,  M-G-M 
publicist,  has  taken  up  roller  skating  with 
a vim  and  vigor  that  is  surprising  his  best 
friends  . . . Tunesmiths  Ralph  Rainger 
and  Leo  Robin  are  in  Miami  where  they 
are  working  on  the  score  of  Fleischer’s  fea- 


tirre  cartoon,  “Gulliver’s  Travels”  . . . 
Madeleine  Carroll  was  among  the  guests 
at  the  sixth  annual  dance  of  the  MPTO 
of  Virginia  in  Washington  . . . Jean  Len- 
auer, owner  of  the  Filmarte,  spoke  to  dele- 
gates of  the  National  Board  of  Review 
following  a showing  of  “Grand  Illusion” 
at  the  Chanin  Bldg.  . . . Phil  Gerard  is 
now  in  Washington  ballyhooing  “Balle- 
rina.” TTie  picture  was  screened  for  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Roosevelt  at  the  White 
House  . . . Ken  Thomson,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Screen  Actors’  Guild,  and 
Attorney  Larry  Beilenson,  have  returned 
to  the  coast. 

Louis  Weber,  attorney  for  Skouras  The- 
atres, has  undergone  another  operation 
and  is  coming  around  nicely  after  several 
weeks  at  home  . . . J . J . Milstein  spent 
seven  of  the  13  days  of  his  coast  trip  on 
the  train  . . . Milt  Kusell  has  gone  to 
Miami  and  ditto  for  Joe  Lee  and  Dave 
Snaper  . . . Capt.  Dennis  F.  O’Brien  has 
returned  from  an  extended  coast  trip.  He 
attended  the  UA  stockholders’  meetings 
and  stayed  over  several  extra  days  on  com- 
pany matters  . . . Nate  Blumberg  cele- 
brated another  birthday  over  the  weekend. 

Bob  Gillham  is  now  in  Hollywood  on 
what  sets  out  to  be  a three-month  stay 
at  the  Paramount  studio  . . . Joe  Shea, 
advance  man  for  one  portion  of  the 


“Tail  Spin”  flying  barnstorming  tour, 
popped  into  New  York  from  Boston  for  a 
couple  of  days,  then  upped  and  headed 
straight  for  the  coast  again  . . . Marty 
Rosenberg,  manager  of  Loew’s  Boro  Park, 
starts  a stage  stunt  called  “Loew’s  Knowl- 
edge College”  February  15.  Joe  Ransom, 
radio  editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  quiz  end  . . . The 
Leonard  Pickers — he’s  in  the  legal  light  for 
Coliunbia — and  the  Mel  Heymanns — he’s 
on  Howard  Dietz’s  publicity  staff  at 
M-G-M — shuffle  off  for  Florida  March  9. 

Norman  McLeod,  director,  and  Corey 
Ford,  writer,  are  back  in  Hollywood  . . . 
Elevator  Scenes:  Morris  Helprin  to  Man- 
roe  Greenthal,  “Join  me  in  a haircut.’’ 
Monroe,  “No  thanks,  just  had  one — cut’’ 
Leon  J.  Bamberger,  sales  promotion  im- 
presario for  RKO,  addresses  the  Boston 
Advertising  Club  February  21,  which  is 
being  dubbed  “Motion  Picture  Day.”  Har- 
ry Browning  of  M&P  Theatres  is  handling 
arrangements  . . . During  John  Manhei- 
mer’s  sojourn  on  the  Beach  that  goes  with 
Miami,  Lionel  Toll  is  acting  as  executive 
secretary  of  the  ITO  . . . Rutgers  Neilson 
looks  pale  after  two  weeks  of  the  grippe. 
But  he  has  it  licked,  anyway,  and  is  back 
on  the  job  at  RKO,  looking  longingly  and 
impatiently  toward  an  Easter  vacation  . . . 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


Daylight  Strikes  the  Music  Hall — 


-Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


All  things  come  to  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  director  of  the  Music  Hall. 
The  demolition  of  the  6th  Avenue  “El”  begins,  thereby  giving  the  big  house 
additional  sun  baths  and  a face  lifting  all  in  the  one  operation.  The  mob 
scene  indicates  how  the  public  took  to  the  operation. 
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John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district  mana- 
ger handling  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland,  a drop-inner  at  the  home  office. 

Max  Wolff  of  M-G-M’s  purchasing  de- 
partment on  the  sick  list  . . . Vic  Mc- 
Laglen  was  Eddie  Cantor’s  guest  on  the 
“Caravan”  air  show  the  other  night  . . . 
Dudley  Murphy  has  another  directorial 
effort  on  the  wing.  If  and  when,  it’s  to  be 
“Glamour  Girl,”  an  original  by  Helen 
Meinardi.  Joan  Bennett  and  Burgess  Mere- 
dith might  play  leads.  Eastern  Service 
Studios  will  be  the  lot  . . . Robbins  Coons, 
Hollywood  correspondent  for  the  Associ- 
ated Press,  selects  “Gimga  Din”  as  the 
film  of  the  month.  No  objections  from 
RKO  . . . Gertrude  Selig,  secretary  to 
Mort  Blumenstock,  hit  the  sick  list  for  a 
change. 

Mike  Manos,  Venice,  N.  Y.,  exhibitor,  is 
back  from  Miami  and  is  bemoaning  the 
fact  that  he  rushed  to  the  winter  resort 
by  plane  . . . John  Manheimer , secretary 
of  the  ITOA,  is  recuperating  from  an  ill- 
ness in  Miami  Beach  . . . Harold  Rodner 
made  another  one  of  his  regular  trips  to 
Saranac  the  other  day  . . . Arthur  Bora, 
the  comedian,  and  Ray  Heatherton,  tenor 
and  master  of  ceremonies,  are  among  the 
entertainers  aboard  the  Normandie,  which 
is  South  America-bound  . . . Bernie  Kreis- 
ler,  “U”  exploiteer,  flew  from  California 
to  Maine  to  start  the  campaign  rolling  on 
“You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man.”  The 
sharp  change  in  temperatures  didn’t  agree 
with  him  to  the  fullest  . . . Corey  Ford 
and  Norman  McLeod  are  back  at  the  Hal 
Roach  studios  after  brief  visits  here. 

“Pop”  Hoffman,  local  exhibitor,  has 
been  ailing  at  Mt.  Sinai  . . . Gabriel 
Pascal  flew  in  from  the  coast  the  other 
day  on  his  new  M-G-M  deal  . . . Dave 
Levy  will  be  back  soon  from  his  Miami 
sojourn.  The  New  Jersey  M-G-M  branch 
manager  couldn’t  resist  the  desire  to  call 
Ben  Abner,  who  returned  from  there  two 
weeks  ago,  and  gloat  over  the  sun  which 
seems  to  be  flourishing  these  days  down 
south  and  which  Abner  missed.  Of  the 
six  days  Abner  spent  in  Miami,  four  and 
a half  were  cloudy  . . . Gus  EysseU  is  Ber- 
muda vacationing  . . . Eddie  Zabel  is  back 
from  the  coast  . . . L.  Jack  Schlaifer  is 
mourning  the  loss  of  his  mother  on  the 
coast. 

Nat  Holt,  RKO  theatre  division  mana- 
ger with  headquarters  in  Cleveland,  was 
a home  office  visitor  again  checking  up 
on  film  and  vaudeville  bookings  for  his 
houses  . . . John  Boles  arrived  early  in 
the  week  for  his  personal  appearance  en- 
gagement at  the  Paramount  . . . Jack  Cum- 
mings, who  directed  “Honolulu,”  is  in  town 
from  the  coast  on  a short  vacation  . . . 
Constance  Talmadge  is  visiting  these  parts 
. . . Quent  Reynolds,  Collier’s  ace  reporter, 
got  back  from  the  coast  on  the  same  train 
with  Bill  Powers  . . . Irving  Samuels,  presi- 
dent of  Automatic  Devices  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his  wife  at 
Miami  Beach.  Mrs.  Samuels  died  shortly 
after  she  and  her  husband  arrived  at  the 
winter  resort  for  a vacation. 

Gus  Schaefer  says  the  past  year  has 
been  the  best  vacation  he  ever  had  after 


25  years  of  steady  work  . . . Charles  Mc- 
Donald, RKO  division  manager,  says  he 
has  no  vices,  which,  in  a way,  may  ac- 
count for  his  always  being  so  chipper  . . . 
Harry  Mosley  of  the  RKO  theatre  de- 
partment home  office  booking  staff,  left 
over  the  weekend  for  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  a 
two-week  vacation.  He  intends  to  do  a 
lot  of  quail  hunting  and,  if  any  turkeys 
are  around  by  mistake,  hopes  to  bag  a 
couple  and  bring  them  home  for  stew  . . . 
Cresson  E.  Smith  returned  from  a south- 
ern trip  and  left  again  on  another  tour 
of  RKO  exchanges  . . . Funeral  services 
were  held  at  Temple  Emanu-El  for  Mrs. 
Rachel  Silverman,  mother  of  the  late  Sime 
Silverman.  Many  old  time  Variety  “muggs” 
were  on  hand,  as  well  as  incumbents. 

Flash  on  Walter  Branson:  The  captain 
of  the  George  J . Schaefer  drive,  who  learn- 
ed how  to  make  those  one-night  stands 
when  he  toured  the  land  on  behalf  of  a 
similar  drive  for  Ned  E.  Depinet,  was  in 
Portland  Sunday.  That  means  Milwau- 
kee, Minneapolis,  Des  Moines,  Kansas  City, 
Denver,  Salt  Lake  and  Portland  in  a week 
plus  a day.  Harry  Gittelson,  his  traveling 
mate,  is,  of  course,  going  through  the  same 
paces  . . . Charles  Laughton  delivered  the 
Gettysburg  address  over  an  NBC  hookup 
Sunday  on  a special  program,  “Freedom, 
the  Living  Tradition.”  . . . Patsy  Kelly  is 
the  latest  film  player  to  join  the  air  lanes 
regularly  as  a member  of  Bob  Hope’s  Pep- 
sodent  show  which  hits  the  ether  Tuesday 
evenings. 

Nat  Karson  is  observing  his  third  year 
as  art  and  scenic  director  of  the  Music 
Hall.  Concurrently  with  those  activities, 
he  is  directing  “The  Hot  Mikado,”  stage 
play,  and  designing  sets  for  “Screwballs 
of  1939.”  That’s  a play,  too  . . . Franchot 
Tone  made  his  third  guest  appearance  and 
Sylvia  Sidney  her  second  as  co-stars  in 
scenes  from  “The  Gentle  People”  on  the 
Kate  Smith  hour  Thursday.  It’s  the  Group 
Theatre  play  in  which  they  are  currently 
appearing  at  the  Belasco  . . . Boris  Mor- 
ros,  now  a distributor,  is  here  from  Hol- 
lywood. 

Sam  Eckman  to  Hollywood 
Feb,  20  for  Conference 

New  York — Sam  Eckman,  general  man- 
ager for  M-G-M  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
leaves  for  Hollywood,  February  20,  to  con- 
fer with  Arthur  M.  Loew  and  Laudy  Law- 
rence. 

He  will  spend  about  a week  on  the  coast 
and  then  return  to  New  York  for  another 
ten  days  before  sailing  for  London  where 
he  headquarters. 


Hear  Clemmons  Quits 
Jefferson  Chain 

Dallas — Efforts  to  confirm  reports  of 
the  resignation  of  J.  C.  Clemmons  as 
president  of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
and  the  election  of  Julius  Gordon,  son 
of  Sol  Gordon,  to  succeed  him  were 
unavailing.  A telegram  to  Beaumont, 
headquarters  of  the  circuit,  went  un- 
answered. 


Bills  Would  Ease 
Picketing  Laws 

Albany — Theatre  operators,  especially 
in  the  metropolitan  area,  are  reported  op- 
posed to  bills  introduced  in  the  state  legis- 
lature aimed  at  softening  laws  on  picket- 
ing. Assemblyman  Julius  J.  Gans  and 
Stephen  J.  Jarema  are  sponsoring  bills 
v/ith  identical  aims  and,  in  places,  parallel 
language. 

The  Gans  proposal,  longer  of  the  two, 
declares  that,  “Notwithstanding  provisions 
of  section  722  (of  the  penal  law)  or  of  any 
general,  special  or  local  law  or  ordinance, 
picketing  in  a labor  dispute  which  does 
not  physically  obstruct  the  entrance  or 
exits  of  the  premises  picketed  and  which  is 
not  accompanied  by  violence  and  an  actual 
breach  of  the  peace,  causing  public  con- 
sternation and  alarm,  shall  not  be  deemed 
disorderly  conduct.” 

“Picketing  in  numbers  in  a labor  dis- 
pute shall  not  be  deemed  disorderly  con- 
duct unless  two  or  more  persons  shall  testi- 
fy that  they  were  physically  obstructed  in 
entering  or  leaving  the  picketed  premises 
by  reason  of  such  picketing  and  not  by 
reason  of  a crowd  which  may  have  col- 
lected. A picket  shall  not  be  convicted  of 
disorderly  conduct  except  upon  a com- 
plaint specifying  the  sub-division  or  divi- 
sions of  section  722  alleged  to  have  been 
violated  and  describing  in  detail  the 
violence  and  actual  breaches  of  peace  al- 
leged. A picket  shall  not  be  convicted  of 
disorderly  conduct  upon  the  uncorrobo- 
rated testimony  of  the  owner  and/or 
lessee  of  the  picketed  premises  and/or  the 
testimony  of  any  agents  or  employes  of 
such  owner  or  lessee.” 

The  bill  provides  that,  notwithstanding 
provisions  of  Section  724,  when  the  de- 
fendant interposes  that  the  alleged  offense 
w/as  committed  in  connection  with  a labor 
dispute,  such  defendant  may  demand  a 
jury  trial. 


Harry  Edington  to  Coast 
To  Start  New  Picture 

New  York — Harry  Edington,  new  Uni- 
versal producer,  returns  to  the  coast 
Wednesday,  after  a talent  hunt  here,  to 
begin  work  on  “Atlantic  Cable,”  his  first 
effort  for  the  company.  Dennison  Clift 
is  writing  the  original  and  script  in  Eng- 
land and  sending  them  on  to  Edington. 
No  cast  is  set. 

“Atlantic  Cable”  is  the  first  of  four 
Edington  will  produce  this  year  under  a 
10-year  pact.  The  second  will  be  “Paris 
Streets.”  Third  will  be  a story  about  the 
South  Seas. 

Edington  has  a number  of  stars  in  mind 
for  his  first,  but  will  not  decide  on  the 
cast  until  he  looks  over  the  final  script. 
He  is  producing  under  the  name  of  Fa- 
mous Productions. 


No  Distributor  Set 

New  York — Roy  Disney  has  left  for  the 
coast,  declaring  no  distribution  is  set  on 
the  second  Disney  feature  cartoon. 


32-B 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  11,  1939 


Equity  and  SAG 
Conclude  Pact 

New  York — Actors  Equity  and  Screen 
Actors’  Guild  have  mutually  agreed  to 
terminate  their  interchangeability  con- 
tract, originally  entered  into  December, 
1934.  The  action  becomes  effective  No- 
vember, 1939. 

Under  the  agreement,  made  to  provide 
for  preferential  treatment  of  members 
transferring  from  stage  to  screen  or  vice 
versa,  the  SAG  during  the  last  five  years 
paid  into  the  Equity  exchequer  about  $40,- 
000  in  dues  for  the  active  and  inactive 
Equity  members. 

In  announcing  the  move,  Arthur  Byron, 
Equity  president,  says  “The  contract  was 
entered  into  for  a definite  purpose  and  to 
provide  specific  conditions  which  existed 
at  the  time.  These  conditions  no  longer 
exist.  The  Associated  Actors  and  Artistes 
of  America  has  appointed  a committee  to 
work  out  a uniform  system  of  interchange- 
ability  to  apply  to  all  branches  of  the 
4 A’s.” 

Ken  Thomson,  executive  secretary  of  the 
SAG,  at  the  same  time,  praised  Equi.y 
for  its  support  in  obtaining  a basic  con- 
tract from  producers.  “We  are  still  close,” 
he  says,  “to  the  membership  and  the  di- 
rectorate. 

Despite  the  harmonious  statements  which 
emanated  from  both  quarters,  the  fact  re- 
mains the  ending  of  the  contract  means 
a reduction  of  approximately  $12,000  in 
Equity’s  revenue  for  the  next  year. 

It  is  expected  the  uniform  interchange- 
ability  agreement  among  members  of  the 
4A’s  will  go  into  effect  in  the  fall. 

Detroit  Fox  Goes  Under 
Nat'l  Theatres  Banner 

Detroit — The  new  Fox  Michigan  Corp., 
subsidiary  of  National  Theatres,  is  for- 
mally taking  possession  of  the  Fox  The- 
atre here,  following  up  action  confirmed 
by  federal  court  three  years  ago. 

The  Woodmont  Corp.  has  been  formed 
to  become  owner  of  the  theatre  real  es- 
tate only,  excluding  the  office  building, 
which  is  separately  treated.  Woodmont 
leased  the  theatre  to  the  Fox  Michigan 
Corp. 


SEC  Reports  Chase  Sale 
Oi  14£0Q  Fox  Shares 

Washington — Chase  National  Bank  hold- 
ings in  20th  Century-Fox,  after  disposing 
of  14,600  common  shares  in  December, 
now  are  222,158  common  and  671,916  pre- 
ferred shares.  I.  Frey  sold  100  common 
shares  of  Loew’s  and  now  holds  200  shares, 
while  Robert  L.  Gordon,  director  of  Trans 
Lux,  sold  400  shares  of  that  company’s 
stock,  leaving  himself  with  500  shares.  All 
transactions  are  reported  by  SEC. 


Columbia  Campaign 

New  York — For  13  weeks  starting 
February  27,  Columbia  will  conduct  an 
“international  personal  testimonial  cam- 
paign” under  the  supervision  of  Joseph 
McConville. 


^HE  Showmen’s  Club,  organization  of 

younger  showmen,  will  honor  one  of  its 
members  at  a meeting,  February  20,  for 
having  made  the  “most  important  con- 
tribution to  Philadelphia  life.”  Name  of 
the  winner  and  what  the  award  will  be 
have  not  yet  been  announced.  The  club- 
bers are  still  talking  about  the  open 
house  jamboree  last  Saturday.  Beer,  pret- 
zels, door  prizes  and  music  by  a swing 
band  led  by  Max  Steinhouse  (Overbrook). 
“Star”  Allen  Lewis  (Dante)  starred  as 
emcee. 

Mel  Koff  (Darby)  and  his  bride,  Han- 
nah Resniek  (formerly  at  20th-Fox)  are 
expected  back  soon  from  their  honeymoon 
. . . Eli  Ginsburg  (GN),  “Beau  Brummel 
of  Vine  Street,”  is  again  rumored  to  be 
altar-bound  . . . Al  Cohen  (Warner’s 
Nixon)  is  announcing  his  engagement  to 
Evelyn  Gray,  formerly  with  the  Littlefield 
Dancers  . . . Barney  Cohen  (Lansdowne) 
is  proudly  exhibiting  four  scars  on  his 
finger.  They’re  the  evidence  of  his  daugh- 
ter Barbara’s  four  teeth.  “And  she’s  only 
seven  months”  . . . Dave  Greenberg,  Va- 
riety Club  major-domo,  is  promising 
cigars  on  his  son  Herbert  Allen’s  two- 
month  birthday — but  isn’t  saying  what 
brand. 

Bill  Madison,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Translux,  is  now  running  things  at  the 
Studio  . . . Abe  Zenstein  has  moved  from 
the  Viola  to  the  Lorraine  . . . Bill  Porter 
(Monogram)  is  breathing  eloquent  sighs 
of  relief.  His  two  kids  have  got  over  the 
mumps  . . . Variety  Clubbers  were  busy 
last  week  arranging  a supper-dance  in 
honor  of  their  new  Chief  Barker,  William 
J.  Clark.  Harry  Biben  was  arranging  en- 


Fout  Special  Showings 
For  "Stagecoach" 

New  York — Four  special  openings  will 
be  given  “Stagecoach”  by  Loew’s,  which 
will  close  down  theatres  in  the  afternoon 
in  Atlanta,  Prowdence,  Dayton  and  Cleve- 
land on  March  2 and  reopen  that  same 
evening  with  the  Walter  Wanger  picture. 
Arrangements  were  completed  between  Joe 
Vogel,  out-of-town  operating  head  of  the 
circuit,  and  Harry  Gold,  eastern  sales 
manager  for  UA. 

Vincent  McFaul  will  also  give  the  film 
a special  opening  at  the  Great  Lake,  Buf- 
falo, the  evening  of  March  3.  On  February 
10,  S.  A.  Lynch  will  stage  the  world  pre- 
miere of  the  picture  at  the  Lincoln,  Miami 
Beach,  with  a $2  opening  top  price. 

Weisman  and  Steinrich 
Named  Fox  Trustees 

New  York — Milton  C.  Weisman,  former 
receiver,  and  Kenneth  Steinrich  have 
been  named  tiTistees  for  Fox  Theatres,  in 
liquidation. 


Schaefer  to  East 

New  York — George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president,  leaves  Hollywood,  February  14, 
for  New  York. 


tertainment  and  Samuel  D.  Schwartz  tak- 
ing care  of  the  house. 

The  siren  call  of  the  south  has  snatched 
many  Vine-streeters  from  their  usual 
haunts.  Down  in  Florida  making  mudpies 
are  Herbert  J.  Elliott,  Ben  Amsterdam,  Leo 
Posel,  Lewen  Pizor,  Isadore  Hirst,  Sam 
Shapiro,  Dave  Shapiro  . . . Mickey  Lewis 
was  named  chairman  of  the  Showmen’s 
Club  House  Committee,  and  immediately 
celebrated  by  buying  himself  a new  car 
. . . Three  fellows  who  weren’t  smart 
enough  to  sneak  down  to  Florida  are  now 
abed  with  the  grippe — Lou  Davidoff,  War- 
ner district  manager,  Matty  Rosenbluth 
of  the  Colony  and  Silvert  Setron  of  the 
Logan. 

Warner’s  Al  Zimbalist  is  winning  praise 
for  his  handling  of  the  Amateur  Talent 
Quest  in  conjunction  with  the  Daily  News. 
He  got  double  subway  and  elevated  car  ads 
— paid  for  by  the  newspaper.  And  now 
he’s  arranging  to  have  Mayor  S.  Davis 
Wilson  symbolically  accept  the  contracts 
to  be  awarded  the  winners  of  the  contest. 
Sam  Sax,  production  head  of  Vitaphone, 
is  coming  to  town  for  the  ceremonies  in 
the  mayor’s  office. 

Marty  Annisman  (Wynne)  is  leading  the 
entire  Philadelphia  circuit  in  the  fourth 
week  of  Warner’s  eight-week  Managers’ 
Parade  — a business-boosting  contest. 
Stanley  Benford,  Boyd,  got  a $25  prize  for 
wmning  the  seeond  lap  . . . Charles  Dolde 
is  getting  lots  of  comment  for  his  elaborate 
“barricade”  ballyhoo  fronts  at  the  Fam- 
ily Theatre  . . . Sam  Rosen  (Monogram) 
keeps  himself  busy  fixing  over  his  show 
window.  He’s  particularly  proud  of  his  new 
one,  celebrating  the  silver  jubilee  of  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  head. 


MPTO  oi  Virginia  Presents 
Token  to  Wm.  Crockett 

Washington  — William  F.  Crockett  of 
Virginia  Beach,  who  has  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia,  was 
given  a gold  watch  as  a token  of  esteem 
from  the  membership  at  the  banquet  wind- 
ing up  the  annual  convention  at  the  Shore- 
ham. 

Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the  ITOA  of 
New  York,  was  one  of  the  principal  speak- 
ers. He  talked  on  the  trade  practice  meet- 
ings held  with  distributor  committees,  con- 
tending new  benefits  will  be  given  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  when  the  draft  is  final- 
ly drawn  and  approved.  He  claimed  ar- 
bitration will  solve  many  of  the  unaf- 
filiated exhibitor’s  problems,  although  the 
modus  operandi  has  not  yet  been  cleared 
up. 

N,  Y,  ITOA  to  Endorse 
Zanuck's  Air  Stand 

New  York — The  ITOA  of  New  York  on 
Wednesday  will  officially  endorse  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck’s  action  in  withdrawing  Ty- 
rone Power  from  the  radio,  hoping  it  will 
be  “the  forerunner  of  like  procedure  by 
other  Hollywood  producers.” 

Abram  Myers,  Allied  general  counsel, 
has  commended  Zanuck  by  telegraph. 
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pHIL  FOX,  Columbia  manager,  and  his 

bride,  the  former  Ida  Pearlstein  of  Bos- 
ton, are  honeymooning  in  Miami.  They 
check  in  here  February  20.  Stanley  Gold- 
berg is  pinch-hitting  during  Fox’s  ab- 
sence . . . Clarence  Dopp,  operator  of  the 
Hollywood  in  Frankfort,  the  Strand  in 
Johnstown,  the  Star  in  Northville,  and  the 
Poland  in  Poland  was  a Filmrow  visitor. 
Ditto  Allan  Perrine  of  the  Empire  in  Port 
Henry. 

Local  film  exchange  employes  contrib- 
uted $365  to  the  National  Joint  Distribu- 
tion Committee  for  the  aid  of  European 
refugees.  Ralph  Pielow,  Metro  manager, 
and  Arthur  Newman,  Grand  National  man- 
ager, headed  the  fund-raising  committee. 
The  money  was  turned  over  to  Samuel  E. 
Aronowitz,  promment  attorney  and  local 
chairman  of  the  JDC  . . . Harry  Heilman’s 
Paramount,  Albany,  stages  an  Amateur 
Night  011  Thursday — 15  acts  advertised. 

The  State,  Troy,  also  gives  the  simon 
pures  a chance  on  Thursday  night.  Mar- 
tha Lawrence  of  Martha  and  Her  Play- 
boys, popular  WGY  artists,  emcees  the 
State’s  “Search  for  Talent”  ...  A.  12- 
inch  snowfall  which  shaved  attendance  at 
the  Palace’s  showing  of  “Jesse  James,” 
led  Manager  Alex  Sayles  to  try  the  old- 
time  “snowbird”  advertising  stunt.  Sticks 
with  placards,  “See  ‘Jesse  James’  at  the 
Palace,”  were  spread  around  snowbanks. 

A.  Gerald  Leary,  Universal  manager, 
was  at  home  office  in  Neiv  York  for  three 
days  . . . Milton  Kusell  was  a visitor  at 
Paramount's  local  exchange,  managed  by 
Clayton  G.  Eastman  . . . Leo  Rosen  of 
Warner  Bros,  in  Troy  is  conducting  a 
tournament  on  Saturdays  to  decide  the 
junior  ping-pong  championship  of  the  area. 


Film  Corporation  Income 
Tax  Doubled  in  1936 


(Continued  from  page  31) 
$11,354,000,  and  49  which  were  inactive. 

In  the  record  for  the  previous  year,  69 
corporations  are  shown  to  have  paid 
$1,172,000  in  normal  taxes  and  $46,000  in 
excess  profits  taxes  on  a gross  income  of 
$147,227,000  and  a net  income  of  $8,524,- 
000.  P\)rty-five  corporations  were  inactive 
and  the  remaining  145  reported  a gross  in- 
come of  $66,532,000  which  developed  into 
a deficit  of  $3,698,000  after  allowable  de- 
ductions. 


Blatt  Hartman  Die 

New  York — Ben  Blatt,  veteran  RKO 
manager,  is  dead  at  70.  Funeral  services 
were  held  this  week.  He  had  been  retired 
from  active  service  for  several  years. 

“Pop”  Hartman,  another  old  time  in- 
dependent exhibitor,  passed  away  this  week 
with  many  local  theatre  owners  attending 
the  funeral. 


Wanger  Sues  Paramount 

New  York — ^Walter  Wanger  is  seeking 
$80,403  from  Paramount  in  a suit  alleging 
miscount  in  returns  on  “Shanghai,”  “Every 
Night  at  Eight,”  and  “Smart  Girl.” 


. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


ADVENTURES  OF  JANE  ARDEN  (WB)— Weak 
in  every  department  from  story  to  direc- 
tion, lacking  the  punch  of  the  popular 
newspaper  comic  strip.  Rosella  Towne,  as 
the  intrepid  feminine  newshawk,  is  deco- 
rative but  unimpressive.  William  Gargan, 
as  her  managing  editor,  likewise  fails  to 
register.  Terry  Morse  directed. 

HUCKLEBERRY  FINN  (M-G-M)  — Wherein 
Master  Mickey  Rooney  makes  his  solo 
flight  with  exclusive  star  billing,  a distinc- 
tion he  double  earns  through  a finely- 
shaded  characterization  of  Mark  Twain's 
beloved  boy  vagabond.  The  picture  is  a 
gem  of  splendid  entertainment — richly  hu- 
man and  with  limitless  appeal.  Joseph  L. 
Mankiewicz  produced;  Richard  Thorpe  di- 
rected. 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (UA)— Should  please 
thoroughbred  fans.  Shows  that  horse  race 
owners  and  young  jockeys  are  not  as  bad 
as  they  are  painted.  Adolphe  Menjou, 
Roger  Daniel,  Dolores  Costello.  Edward 
Small  produced;  Alfred  Green  directed. 

SAINT  STRIKES  BACK,  THE  (RKO)— Second 
in  the  mystery-detective  series  and  main- 
taining excellent  standard  set  by  initialer, 
this  is  weak-knit  chapter  in  adventures  of 
fiction's  modern  Robin  Hood.  Should 
please  average  audiences  and  delight  ad- 
venture fans.  George  Sanders  fills  the  title 
role  to  perfection.  Robert  Sisk  produced; 
John  Farrow  directed. 

SILVER  ON  THE  SAGE  (Para) — Right  in  the 
groove  for  fans  who  go  for  Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy and  his  ridin'  shootin'  heroics.  Up  to 
standard  in  every  department,  including 
outdoor  photography.  Harry  Sherman  pro- 
duced; Ed  Lesley  directed. 

TRAPPED  IN  THE  SKY  (Col)— Timely  tale  of 
sabotage  and  efforts  of  a foreign  spy  ring 
to  destroy  new  army  aviation  inventions, 
this  is  well  up  to  par  as  a Jack  Holt  melo- 
drama. Script  and  direction  maintain  sus- 
pense throughout.  Larry  Darmour  pro- 
duced; Lewis  D.  Collins  directed. 

WIFE,  HUSBAND  AND  FRIEND  (20th-Fox)— 
Has  impressive  and  hard-working  cast  on 
which  it  must  depend  for  its  drawing 
power.  The  story,  designed  as  a force 
with  garnishment  of  slapstick,  fails  to  of- 
fer material  worthy  of  Warner  Baxter's  and 
Loretta  Young's  proven  ability.  Comedy  is 
thin  and  general  tone  dragging.  Nun- 
nally  Johnson  produced;  Gregory  Ratoff 
directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Collapse  Halts  Suit 

Boston — The  Morse  & Rothenberg  con- 
spiracy suit  against  major  interests  was 
temporarily  adjourned  when  J.  McClennen, 
majors’  attorney,  collapsed  in  court. 


DEAR  BOSS: 

If  you  think  there  is  going  to  be  a 
column  of  news  and  chit-chat  from  Wash- 
ington this  week  you  are  probably  crazy, 
or  at  least  crazier  than  I think  you  are, 
because  there  is  very  little  Washington 
news  and  chit-chat  of  importance,  if  any. 
And  if  there  was  I would  still  be  too  sick 
to  write  it.  What’s  more  I went  to  a 
doctor  and  he  gave  me  medicine  that 
made  me  sicker  still.  I can  prove  I am 
sick.  A wire  from  Paramount’s  Eddie 
Fontaine  got  me  out  of  bed  long  enough 
to  go  to  a cocktail  party  for  Madeleine 
Carroll,  but  I would  have  to  be  dead  not 
to  go  to  a cocktail  party  for  Madeleine 
Carroll.  Then  I went  right  back  to  bed, 
proving  I was  sick  because  Madeleine  was 
down  here  for  the  MPTOA  of  Virginia 
banquet  at  the  Shoreham.  We  both  were 
invited,  but  I couldn’t  make  it.  When  it 
gets  to  the  point  where  I cannot  move 
when  a free  meal  is  waved  at  me  I am 
not  only  sick;  I am  practically  dead.  I 
feel  worse  now  than  I did  that  Monday 
night.  You  get  very  little  Washington 
news. 

I do  know,  because  somebody  whispered 
into  my  ear  . . . That  Varieteer  Archie 
Engel  went  to  New  York  to  see  “Helza- 
poppin”  just  because  he  got  so  sad  when 
he  went  to  the  National  here  to  see  “Of 
Mice  and  Men’’  . . . That  President  Roose- 
velt told  Errol  Flynn  that  he  (Flynn) 
would  not  have  to  worry  about  hotel  bills 
the  next  time  he  came  to  town,  on  ac- 
count of  the  White  House  has  a couple  of 
spare  bedrooms  . . . That  Gene  Buck, 
Ascap  president,  came  down  for  Vice- 
President  Garner’s  annual  dinner  to 
President  Roosevelt;  where  Fred  Waring 
played  the  music  . . . That  Arthur  and 
Helen  DeTitta  are  post-carding  friends 
from  Rome  . . . That  J.  Edgar  Hoover  has 
given  Paramount  the  “okay”  on  another 
G-Man  film,  this  to  be  titled  “Federal 
Offense’’  . . . That  “Gunga  Din”  is  doing 
“Snow  White”  business  at  Keith’s. 

Cresson  Smith  jr.,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Trans-Lux  Theatre,  was  presented  by 
his  wife  with  a pretty  blue-eyed,  7i/^-pound 
blonde  baby  girl  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 4,  Boland  Robbins,  manager,  in- 
forms Boxoffice,  The  new  papa  is  the  son 
of  Cresson  Smith,  southern  sales  mana- 
ger for  RKO. 

That  is  all  I know  except  that  I am 
certainly  going  to  die  any  minute.  I am 
sorry  there  is  not  more  news.  I mean  I 
am  just  too  sick  to  give  a damn. 


Warner  Is  Seeking  More 
Americanization  Topics 

Hollywood — The  Warner  story  depart- 
ment has  been  ordered  to  seek  further  pa- 
triotic vehicles  for  the  1939-40  lineup  as  a 
continuation  of  the  company’s  announced 
Americanization  drive.  Five  features  and 
13  historical  features  already  are  in  prep- 
aration for  the  next  season.  Five  such 
features  are  now  completed  for  release 
during  the  next  few  months  of  the  1938- 
39  slate. 
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STUDIO  REMODEUNG,  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS 
ARE  HELD  DOWN  TO  A THIRD  OF  LAST  YEAR'S 


Greatest  Appropriation 
Made  by  Universal; 
Paramount  Next 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

In  startling  contrast  to  the  lavish  ap- 
propriations and  announcements  of  wide- 
spread plans  for  studio  construction  pro- 
jects and  remodeling  endeavors  made  by 
various  film  companies  during  the  early 
months,  of  1938 — and  coming  as  a mani- 
festation of  curtailed  studio  spending  this 
year — a survey  reveals  that  the  cost  of 
Hollywood  studio  housecleaning  and  ex- 
pansion during  the  spring  of  1939  will 
total  less  than  one-third  the  amount  spent 
last  year. 

Some  $3,750,000  was  set  aside  by  sev- 
eral studios  in  1938 — a new  high  mark 
for  several  years.  Thus  far  this  year,  how- 
ever, only  an  approximate  $1,080,000  has 
been  routed  to  cover  the  cost  of  improve- 
ments and  new  construction. 

The  1939  appropriation  is  divided  be- 
tween two  studios — Universal  and  Para- 
mount— with  Universal  accounting  for 
$1,000,000  of  it.  Last  year  the  respective 
building  and  remodeling  projects  of  five 
lots — M-G-M,  Warner,  Grand  National, 
Republic  and  Paramount — combined  to 
shoot  the  total  up  close  to  the  $4,000,000 
mark. 

The  bulk  of  1938’s  building  expense  was 
carried  by  Metro’s  which  announced  a 
$2,500,000  program,  under  which  a new 
administration  building  to  house  execu- 
tives and  writers,  and  a large  edifice  to 
quarter  the  transportation,  props  and 
technical  departments,  were  constructed. 
This  year  the  Culver  City  plant  is  con- 
tenting itself  with  converting  the  old  pub- 
licity department  into  the  accounting  of- 
fice’s headquarters,  and  transferring  the 
mail  room  to  the  old  script  building. 

Warner,  in  1938,  invested  $500,000  in  the 
construction  of  a new  laboratory  and  pro- 
cess department,  touted  as  the  last  word 
when  completed  and  with  which  the  studio 
was,  for  the  first  time,  able  to  make  its 
own  prints  for  use  in  this  distribution 
territory.  This  year  nothing  is  planned. 

Paramount  spent  some  $120,000  in  1938 


adding  a second  floor  to  the  building  hous- 
ing its  cutting  rooms,  and  building  a 
water-storage  tank.  This  year  its  $80,000 
outlay  includes  the  construction  of  an- 
other water  tank — just  completed — and 
the  alteration  and  modernization  of  the 
studio  commissary.  'The  restaurant  will  be 
acoustically  treated,  air-conditioned  and 
indirectly  lighted;  seating  capacity  will  be 
increased  from  400  to  500,  and  two  private 
dining  rooms  will  be  added. 

Republic  launched  construction  in  April, 
1938,  of  a new  dubbing  stage,  now  com- 
pleted and  in  use,  at  a cost  of  $100,000; 
sound-proofed  its  transportation  depart- 
ment for  possible  use  as  a shooting  stage; 
and  spent  $3,000  on  an  incinerator.  Like 
most  other  studios,  however,  its  1939  re- 
modeling plans  are  negligible. 

Grand  National  accounted  for  $500,000 
of  1938’s  total.  When  GN  merged  with 
Educational,  the  Educational  lot — at  which 
GN  had  been  headquartering  since  its  in- 
ception— was  made  the  recipient  of  a face- 
lifting program  entailing  the  building  of 
a giant  double  sound  stage,  soundproofing 
of  three  other  stages,  construction  of  eight 
bungalows  used  as  executive  offices.,  and 
a new  two-story  service  building.  'This 


Producers  Challenge 
NLRB  Authority 

In  a formal  answer  to  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild  charges  of  unfair  labor 
practices,  the  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Ass'n  has  filed  a motion  to  dismiss 
the  SWG  case  before  the  national  labor 
relations  board  on  grounds  that  the 
SWG  certification  and  NLRB  authority 
are  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary. 


year  its  expenses  for  lot  revamping  will  net 
total  more  than  $2,500. 

Universal,  responsible  for  the  most  am- 
bitious and  expensive  project  of  1939,  is 
clearing  space  for  the  construction  of  two 
new  sound  stages  as  part  of  its  $1,000,000 
program.  Already  remodeled  is  an  old 
stage  which  had  stood  idle  since  silent- 
picture  days.  New  offices  will  be  built  for 
Jerry  Sackheim,  story  editor,  and  plans 
include  construction  of  a new  administra- 
tion building.  The  commissary  is  being 
renovated  by  the  Universal  studio  club  un- 
der a new  policy  whereby  the  public  hence- 
forth will  not  be  admitted. 


Past  the  Gateway — 

Recent  guests  of  the  RKO  Radio  studio  were  contestants  in  a Jesse  L. 
Lasky  "Gateway  to  Hollywood”  CBS  broadcast.  Here  are  shown  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  president;  Pandr o Berman,  chief  of  production;  Lasky, 
Ralph  Bowman,  Rowena  Cook,  Tony  Bickley,  Camille  Patti,  John  Laird 
and  Millie  Coles. 
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Studio-Star  Tiff  Settlements 
Effected  Without  Guild 


Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  recent  difficul- 
ties with  the  Ritz  Bros.,  in  which  the 
studio  suspended  the  comics,  brought  a 
$150,000  damage  suit  against  them  in  su- 
perior court  and  then  called  it  quits  when 
the  Thespics  agreed  to  return  to  work 
after  they  had  walked  out  on  “The  Go- 
rilla,” is  being  interpreted  by  film  colony 
analysts  as  an  indication  that  producers, 
for  the  most  part,  do  not  look  to  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  contract  as  a very 
strong  or  satisfactory  recourse  in  such  bat- 
tles with  players. 

In  this  opinion  they  are  borne  out, 
negatively  at  least,  by  SAG  attaches,  who 
admit  that  a majority  of  the  many  pre- 
vious and  widely-publicized  studio-actor 
disputes  were  settled,  one  way  or  another, 
without  the  Guild  being  called  in  to  medi- 
ate or  even  to  consider  the  facts  in  the 
arguments.  This  despite  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  major  provisos  of  the  SAG  pact  is 
the  setting  up  of  a mediating  body  to  care 
for  just  such  producer-player  quarrels; 
but  which  cannot  function  until  a formal 
complaint  against  the  Thespic  in  question 
has  been  lodged  with  it  by  the  plaintiff 
producer. 

The  film  makers — and  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  handling  of  the  Ritz  Bros,  case  is 
the  latest  example — obviously  are  of  the 
opinion,  the  railbirds  maintain,  that  the 
SAG  pact  works  only  one  way,  to  the 
actors’  advantage,  and  that  serious  diffi- 
culties with  players  must  be  straightened 
out  in  court  or  between  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  both  parties. 

Guild  spokesmen  tacitly  deny  that  such 
is  the  case,  however,  pointing  out  that 
its  mediation  body  can  be  nothing  but  fair 
and  equitable,  and  hinting  that  producers 
steer  away  from  it  because  it  is  not  im- 
partiality, but  victory — deserved  or  not — 
that  they  desire. 

Dopesters  point  out  that  in  none  of  the 
major  studio-player  disputes  of  the  past 
two  years,  since  the  SAG  obtained  its 
closed-shop  agreement,  has  the  Guild  taken 
an  active  part  in  settlement.  Warner’s 
battle  with  Bette  Davis — initiated  before 
the  Guild  agreement  but  carried  on  after 
the  closed  shop  was  obtained — was  settled 
in  court.  The  same  studio’s  quarrels  with 
James  Cagney  and  Dick  Powell,  were 
straightened  out  without  Guild  assistance. 
Republic  did  not  approach  the  Guild  when 
it  encountered  contractual  difficulties  with 
Phil  Regan  and  Gene  Autry.  And,  more 
recently,  an  argument  between  Paramount 
and  Comedian  Walter  Catlett  was  smooth- 
ed over,  after  the  studio  had  filed  suit 
against  him,  without  recourse  to  the  SAG. 

Further  evidence  of  the  attitude  taken 
by  producers  toward  the  Guild,  railbirds 
hold,  is  seen  in  the  readiness  with  which 
studios  invoke  SAG  intervention  in  minor 
quarrels  which,  at  best,  could  cause  noth- 
ing but  inconvenience — as,  for  example, 
contract  infractions  in  which  a player  vio- 
lates a clause  in  his  agreement  by  flying 
an  airplane  when  he  is  specifically  for- 
bidden to  do  so.  Of  such  cases,  the  Guild 
h£is  handled  dozens — and  admits  it. 


Whips  the  Flu — 

Arriving  in  Hollywood  after  a delay  of 
several  days  in  New  York,  following 
the  crossing  from  England,  for  influ- 
enza treatment,  Herbert  Wilcox,  Brit- 
ish producer,  went  into  conference 
with  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  Radio 
president;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-presi- 
dent, and  Pandro  Berman,  production 
chief.  Main  topic  was  Anna  N eagle’s 
first  American-made  picture. 


Eugene  Zukors  Initial 
Production  Job  Set 

“Island  of  Lost  Men”  has  been  selected 
as  Eugene  Zukor’s  initial  production  chore 
at  Paramount,  with  Kurt  Neumann  set  to 
direct.  Anna  May  Wong  will  be  featured, 
picture  to  roll  next  week. 


Goldsmith  on  "Broadway"  Remake 

A re-make  of  “Broadway”  has  been 
added  to  Universal’s  spring  schedule,  with 
Ken  Goldsmith  assigned  as  producer. 


Into  Civic  Aifairs 
More  Deeply 

Expanding  its  participation  in  Los 
Angeles  civic  and  community  affairs, 
the  Motion  Picture  Producers  Ass'n  has 
appointed  Kyle  D.  Palmer,  MPPA  execu- 
tive, to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
city's  chamber  of  commerce. 

Joseph  Schenck,  MPPA  president,  in 
making  the  selection,  pointed  out  that 
"we  desire  to  assume  our  full  share  of 
the  organized  effort  to  advance  the 
business,  industrial  and  civic  welfare 
of  the  community." 

Palmer  formerly  was  Washington 
correspondent  for  the  Los  Angeles 
Times. 


Cameras  Turn  on 
38;  Dozen  Wait 

Production  is  holding  a steady  pace,  the 
opening  of  the  week  finding  38  facing 
the  cameras  and  12  new  films  ready  to 
mount  the  assembly  line. 

Warner,  20th  Century-Fox  and  Metro 
each  have  eight  films  shooting,  with  Para- 
mount closely  trailing  with  seven.  War- 
ner started  three — “American  Family,” 
“Waterfront”  and  “Gantry  the  Great;” 
20th  Century-Fox  finally  gunned  “The  Go- 
rilla” after  a week’s  delay,  occasioned  by 
the  walkout  of  the  Ritz  Bros.  Neither 
Paramount  nor  Metro  had  any  new  starts 
listed. 

RKO  Radio  turned  its  cameras  on  “So- 
rority House”  to  total  four  in  work.  Co- 
lumbia launched  “Blind  Alley”  to  build  its 
quota  to  five.  An  untitled  Roy  Rogers 
western  went  into  work  at  Republic,  giv- 
ing that  studio  a total  of  four.  Universal, 
with  five.  Monogram  with  two  and  United 
Artists,  with  three,  held  to  last  week’s 
pace  but  tabbed  no  new  starts. 


Boris  Morros  to  Supply 
French  Films  to  U.  S. 

To  supply  the  American  market  with 
French-made  films,  and  also  to  re-make, 
in  English,  a number  of  them,  Boris  Mor- 
los,  former  musical  director  at  Paramount, 
is  in  New  York  establishing  Boris  Morros 
Productions,  with  Leon  Siritzki,  French 
exhibitor  and  producer,  as  a partner. 

Morros  and  associates,  who  will  estab- 
lish offices  in  Hollywood,  New  York  and 
Paris,  will  also  engage  in  supplying 
American-made  films  for  the  European 
market.  Plans  for  production  are  being 
shaped  whereby  re-makes  of  French  pic- 
tures will  be  handled  on  an  “outside”  pro- 
duction setup  with  major  companies,  simi- 
lar to  the  “sharecropping”  arrangements 
now  in  existence  here. 

The  company  has  already  been  guaran- 
teed distribution  rights  to  a number  of 
French  films  for  North  and  South  Amer- 
ica. and  the  re-make  rights  for  the  entire 
world  outside  of  France. 


"Union  Paciiic"  Headed 
For  Biggest  Premiere 

Undoubtedly  the  most  lavishly  scaled 
premiere  thus  far  in  1939,  and  touted  by 
Paramount  as  one  of  the  biggest  in  film 
history,  will  be  the  debut  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille’s  “Union  Pacific,”  set  to  be  given 
its  initial  showing  in  Omaha,  Neb.  Omaha 
has  already  appropriated  $27,500  as  its 
share  of  the  cost  of  a three-day  civic  cele- 
bration for  which  detailed  plans  are  being 
laid  by  Cliff  Lewis,  studio  advertising  di- 
rector, Ford  Hovey,  chairman  of  the 
Greater  Omaha  Ass’n,  Evert  Cummings, 
district  manager  for  Tri-States  Theatres, 
and  E.  C.  Schmidt,  public  relations  direc- 
tor for  the  U.  P.  railroad. 

A pioneer  ball,  historical  parade,  ban- 
quet and  other  events  are  being  planned. 
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WHEN  boiled  down  to  its  signifi- 
cant essence,  Darryl  Zanuck’s 
precedental  announcement  of  the 
withdrawal  of  Tyrone  Power  from  further 
radio  broadcasts  offers  but  scant  solace  to 
the  nation’s  showmen  who  have  been  al- 
most unanimous  in  bemoaning  the  ever- 
increasing  use  of  motion  picture  stars  on 
the  air  as  a foremost  cause  for  declining 
theatre  grosses  and  resultant  exhibition 
headaches. 

The  Zanuck  straight-from-the-shoulder 
statement,  in  which  he  declares  the  cessa- 
tion of  Power’s  radio  activity  came  in 
heed  to  the  “protests  and  advice  of  ex- 
hibitors against  excessive  appearances  of 
film  stars  on  radio  programs  now  current’’ 
is  commendable  both  in  content  and  ob- 
vious sincerity  of  motive.  But,  unless  it 
serves  as  a stimulant  for  similar  action 
along  a wide  production  front — a con- 
tingency which  analysis  of  Hollywood 
screen-radio  liaison  indicates  as  being  de- 
cidedly improbable — it  accomplishes  little 
more  than  to  earn  merited  plaudits  for  the 
20th  Century-Fox  studio  chieftain  and  to 
register  as  a moral  victory  for  the  viewers- 
with-alarm. 

Even  Zanuck,  first  and  only  major  lot 
executive  to  openly  admit  that  “there  is 
great  validity  in  the  insistence  of  theatre 
exhibitors  throughout  the  country,  who 


contend  that  they  are  being  severely  in- 
jured because  the  air  lanes  are  so  crowded 
these  days  with  screen  personalities,’’  is 
definitely  limited  in  his  efforts  to  alleviate 
The  situation:  which  limitations  are  exis- 
tent because  of  provisions  in  most  top- 
bracket  stars’  contracts.  The  taboo  on 
further  ether  appearances  for  Power  auto- 
matically poses  the  question  regarding 
what  might  be  done  to  place  a comparable 
curb  on  Don  Ameche,  another  20th-Fox 
star,  who  has  won  himself  a place  in  the 
very  front  ranks  of  radio  entertainers. 
Here  is  a man  whose  airway  activity,  be- 
cause of  the  larger  listening  audience  com- 
manded by  the  program  which  he  emcees, 
has  undoubtedly  been  much  more  instru- 


mental than  Power’s  in  deflecting  enter- 
tainment-seekers from  the  boxoffice  to  the 
armchair  — assuming,  throughout,  the 
soundness  of  the  theatremen’s  plaint. 

Yet,  in  this  case,  the  studio  can  exer- 
cise no  control  because  his  contract  pro- 
vides that  Ameche  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue the  broadcasting  chores  which  first 
called  the  attention  of  the  screen  moguls 
to  his  Thespic  ability.  And  his  is  no 
isolated  case,  since  most  of  the  industry’s 
more  popular  players  who  are  under  con- 
tract to  one  studio  or  another  have  com- 
parable provisos  in  their  respective  pacts. 
Naturally,  the  same  latitude  is  enjoyed  by 
all  free-lance  artists. 

That  these  Hollywood  luminaries,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively,  will  bend  every 
effort  to  insure  continued  maintenance  of 
their  independent  right  to  engage  in  extra- 
curricular microphone  sallies,  is  apparent. 
And,  what’s  more,  they  are  and  will  prob- 
ably continue  to  be  in  a position  to  make 
good  their  demands. 

Sufficient  proof  of  such  assumption  is 
seen  in  the  recent  and  impressive  entry 
into  the  broadcasting  field  by  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  as  an  organization.  Further, 
it  follows  that  most  actors  and  actresses 
who  possess  the  talents  to  establish  them- 

( Continued  on  page  37) 


Delightful,  Daring  and  Dull 


After  having  been  on  a quality,  rather 
than  a quantity,  basis  for  a week,  Holly- 
wood’s preview  business  returned  to  nor- 
mal and  saw  ten  features  unfurled  for  the 
allegedly  critical  reactions  of  reviewers. 
Which  made  the  stanza  something  of  a 
total  loss  for  the  free-lunch  snaggers, 
since  only  one  of  the  assorted  epics  was 
debuted  with  benefit  of  groceries — a de- 
plorably low  yield. 

Walking  under  the  wire  as  the  week’s 
best  was  Selznick  International’s  “Made 
for  Each  Other.”  Worthy  of  superlatives 
throughout,  it  is  certain  of  a high  niche 
among  the  season’s  best  boxoffice  bets, 
once  again  demonstrating  David  O.  Selz- 
nick’s  superb  showmanship.  The  United 
Artists  release  is  human  and  vibrant,  rich 
in  comedy  and  sentiment  and  ably  por- 
trayed by  Carole  Lombard,  James  Stewart 
and  a faultless  supporting  cast;  intelli- 
gently scripted  by  Jo  Swerling  and  di- 
rected on  an  equally  capable  plane  by  John 
Cromwell. 

* 4:  ^ 

Warner’s  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter” 
topped  a quartette  of  above-average  fea- 
tures that  are  well  qualified  for  top  billing 
in  any  exhibition  situation — of  which  20th 
Century-Fox’s  “Three  Musketeers,”  Wal- 
ter Wanger’s  “Stagecoach”  and  Para- 
mount’s “Cafe  Society”  comprised  the  bal- 
ance. Adapted  from  Mark  Reed’s  stage 
play  of  the  same  name,  Warner’s  con- 
tribution merits  attention  if  for  no  other 
reason  than  the  near-risque  situations  and 
ultra-sophisticated  dialogue  that  form  its 
substance.  As  such  it  is  gay  and  daringly 
diverting,  but  showmen  should  warn  their 


patrons  to  leave  the  kiddies  at  home — 
unless  they  are  exceptionally  precocious 
youngsters.  Casey  Robinson  did  full  jus- 
tice to  the  original  in  his  screen  adapta- 
tion, and  William  Keighley  piloted  with 
an  eye  to  drollery  and  briskness  through- 
out. Monsieur  Alexandre  Dumas  may  not 
yet  have  stopped  spinning  in  his  grave, 
but  the  latest  film  treatment  of  his  classic 
“Three  Musketeers”  is  worthwhile  audi- 
ence entertainment  — although  Darryl 
Zanuck  made  of  the  novel  a musical  com- 
edy and  cast  the  Ritz  Brothers  as  the 
one-for-all-all-for-one  ti'iumvirate.  Catchy 
tunes,  standardly  luxurious  production  and 
a neat  directorial  job  by  Allan  Dwan  all 
combine  to  assure  it  a swashbuckling  fu- 
ture at  the  wickets.  “Stagecoach,”  Wan- 
ger’s latest  for  United  Artists,  is  a lavish 
treat  for  action-loving  audiences  through 
dint  of  top-budgeted  production,  gorgeous 
photography  and  magnificent  outdoor 
spectacle,  although  Dudley  Nichols’  screen- 
play could  have  been  more  tightly-knit. 
John  Ford  draws  credit  as  director.  Para- 
mount’s “Cafe  Society”  sparkled  like 
champagne  throughout  most  of  its  length, 
but,  like  that  celebrated  beverage,  turned 
flat  in  spots  where  the  action  was  allowed 
to  stagnate.  On  the  whole,  however,  it 
rates  as  good  quality  cinema  fare,  for 
which  credit  can  be  shared  by  Producer 
Jeff  Lazarus,  Director  Edward  H.  Grif- 
fith and  Scenarist  Virginia  Van  Upp. 

Programmers — ranging  from  normal  to 
sub-normal — rounded  out  the  week’s  line- 
up. Marking  Anna  Sten’s  return  to  the 
screen  after  too-long  an  absence  and,  its 
budget  considered,  a commendable  effort. 


v/as  Grand  National’s  “Exile  Express.” 
Produced  by  Eugene  Frenke  and  directed 
by  Otis  Garrett,  it  deftly  blends  adventure, 
romance  and  comedy  with  a sprinkling  of 
patriotic  fervor  in  tune  with  Hollywood’s 
new-foimd  interest  in  topics  American. 
Ethyl  La  Blanche  wrote  the  script  from  a 
story  by  Edwin  Justus  Mayer.  Republic 
contributed  one  of  its  formula  action  reels 
in  “Forged  Passport,”  imbuing  it  with 
a hefty  load  of  fist-swinging  and  gunplay 
— produced  and  directed  strictly  to  pro- 
gram standard  by  John  H.  Auer.  War- 
ners gave  its  new  action  series  a promis- 
ing sendoff  in  the  initialer,  “Secret  Ser- 
vice of  the  Air,”  by  supplying  Producer 
Bryan  Foy  and  Director  Noel  Smith  with 
a tightly-knit,  logical  script  by  Raymond 
Schrock.  Enthusiastic  acceptance  of  fu- 
ture chapters  in  the  series  is  well-nigh  as- 
sured if  the  standard  attained  by  the  in- 
augural effort  is  maintained. 

Crowding  each  other  for  cellar  posi- 
tion were  Monogram’s  “Convict’s  Code” 
and  Warner’s  “The  Adventures  of  Jane 
Arden.”  Probably  the  outstanding  asset 
of  the  former  was  the  array  of  groceries 
supplied  the  kibitzers  who  attended  its 
preview;  the  picture  itself  was  just  aver- 
age, and  no  more,  in  every  department 
from  the  screenplay  by  John  Krafft  to 
Lambert  Hillyer’s  direction.  E.  B.  Derr 
produced.  Of  no  greater  distinction  was 
Warner’s  creation.  First  in  a projected 
series  based  on  the  comic  strip  of  the 
same  name,  it  is  ineptly  written,  loosely  di- 
rected and,  with  the  exception  of  a good 
performance  by  James  Stephenson,  none- 
too-well  enacted.  Terry  Morse  piloted  for 
Producer  Mark  Hellinger. 
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East  Meets  West  Down  South — 


Not  very  far  dow'n  south,  to  be 
sure,  but  still  south,  Washington  was  the 
setting  for  this  gala  party  given  by 
Congresswoman  Caroline  O’Day  in  con- 
nection with  the  President’s  birthday  and 
ball.  To  it  came  many,  part  of  which 


crowd  is  here  shown  including: 

Marvin  McIntyre,  secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent; Annabella,  Andrea  Leeds,  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  Mitzi  Green,  La 
Trianita,  Lili  Damita,  Mrs.  Paul  White- 
man.  Eleanor  Powell,  all  seated  on  floor. 


Standing  row  includes  George  Brent, 
Stephen  Early,  secretary  to  the  President; 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  Mrs.  Jean 
Hersholt,  Jean  Hersholt,  James  Roosevelt, 
Prank  Fay,  Errol  Flynn,  Charles  C.  Petti- 
john, Paul  Whiteman  and  Bruce  Cabot. 


(2lnQma'Llc5 


Ginger  Rogers  has  returned  from  a 
three-week  vacation  in  New  York  and  has 
headed  for  LaQuinta  for  a few  days  . . . 
Loretta  Young,  recovered  from  a two- 
week  illness,  is  back  at  work  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox . . . Sally  Filers  has  stepped  be- 
fore RKO  Radio  cameras  again  after  a 
sick  spell. 

Producer  Harry  Sherman,  skidding  of] 
his  bicycle,  is  hobbling  around  with  35 
stitches  in  his  scalp  and  a dislocated  shoul- 
der. He  was  treated  at  the  California 
Lutheran  Hospital  . . . Mickey  Rooney 
leaves  for  New  York  and  a two-week  holi- 
day in  a few  days. 

■k 

E.  J.  Mannix,  fully  recovered  from  his 
recent  serious  illness,  has  resumed  work 
at  M-G-M  . . . Ralph  Bellamy  is  in  from 
the  east  to  begin  work  in  a Columbia 
picture. 

* 

Pete  Smith  is  observing  his  eighth  an- 
niversary as  motion  picture  narrator  and 
short  subjects  producer.  He  recently  com- 
pleted his  102nd  “specialty”  for  Metro  . . . 
Francis  Lyon,  formerly  a7i  aide  to  Mack 
Sennett  and  for  the  past  four  years  super- 
vising editor  for  Alexander  Korda  and  Rene 
Clair  in  London  and  Paris,  is  vacationing 
here  . . . Wessel  Smitter,  author  of  “F.O.B. 
Detroit,”  recently  purchased  by  Paramount, 
has  been  set  to  lecture  at  the  Jonathan 
Club,  the  Orthopedic  Hospital  and  the 


Pasadena  Athletic  Club  during  the  next 
two  weeks. 

★ 

Louise  Campbell  is  in  Chicago  helping 
her  father  celebrate  his  birthday.  The 
Paramount  player  will  fly  on  to  New  York 
to  catch  some  plays  and  do  some  shop- 
ping . . . William  Sistrom,  RKO  Radio 
producer,  was  to  leave  for  London  over 
the  weekend  to  begin  production  of  the 
company’s  first  British  picture  . . . Prin- 
cipal Pictures’  distribution  head,  Louis 
Hyman,  trained  in  from  New  York  . . . 
Bill  Berke,  Republic  producer,  is  recup- 
erating from  an  operation  on  his  eye. 

★ 

W.  C.  Fields’  40  years  in  show  business 
was  to  be  observed  by  the  Masquers  Club 
Thursday  night,  with  Fields  as  guest  of 
honor  and  Harold  Lloyd  as  master  of  cere- 
monies . . . Ralph  Rainger  and  Leo  Robin 
have  left  for  Miami,  Florida,  to  score  Max 
Fleischer’s  feature-length  cartoon,  “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels.” 

k 

Constantin  Bakaleinikoff,  of  Metro’s 
music  department,  has  been  awarded  a 
degree  as  doctor  of  music  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  Bakaleinikoff  having 
submitted  a thesis  based  on  the  develop- 
ment of  modern  composition  . . . Lang- 
ston Hughes  and  Clarence  Muse,  script- 
ing a Bobby  Breen  picture  for  Sol  Lesser, 
are  polishing  the  screen  treatment  down 
in  the  desert  country. 


George  Brent  has  returned  from  New 
York  after  attending  the  premiere  of  his 
latest  Warner  picture  there. 

k 

Russell  Hayden  and  June  Clayton,  mar- 
ried some  months  ago,  have  departed  on  a 
belated  honeymoon,  heading  for  Tucson, 
Ariz.  . . . Edward  Arnold  jr.,  currently 
recovering  at  Hollywood  Hospital  from  an 
operation  on  three  impacted  wisdom  teeth, 
plans  to  leave  in  a few  weeks  for  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.,  to  study  music  and  dramatics. 

* 

E.  G.  Bischler,  president  of  the  Frigid- 
aire  Corp.,  visited  Warjiers  as  a guest  . . . 
Columbia’s  studio  club  held  its  “Hi-Jinks 
of  1939”  at  the  Riverside  Breakfast  Club 
with  Hal  Freeman  in  charge  . . . E.  G. 
Stamboulian  of  Agfa-Ansco’s  sales  division 
checked  in  from  Binghampton,  N.  J.,  for 
local  conferences. 

k 

Hugo  Butler  and  Dore  Schary,  Metro 
scripters,  have  gone  to  Washington,  De- 
troit and  Menlo  Park  for  research  work 
on  a story  based  on  the  life  of  Thomas 
Edison  . . . Arthur  Loew,  Metro’s  foreign 
sales  chief,  is  in  from  New  York  for  studio 
conferences. 

k 

Bette  Davis  has  returned  from  a desert 
vacation  . . . Guest  at  Warners  was  Jos- 
eph Seider,  head  of  the  Prudential  The- 
atre Circuit  of  Long  Island,  visiting  here 
from  New  York  . . . Sam  Rinzler,  New 
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York  circuit  operator,  was  the  luncheon 
guest  of  Jack  Warner  at  the  Burbank 
studio. 

★ 

Nunnally  Johnson  has  returned  to  20th 
Century-Fox  from  a six-week  leave  of  ab- 
sence . . . Back  at  his  producer’s  desk 
at  Warner’s  is  Sam  Bischoff,  winding  up 
a five-week  holiday  . . . Aaron  Rosenthal, 
assistant  to  E.  H.  Goldstein  at  Republic, 
has  gone  to  New  York  for  a month. 

* 

Annabella  has  returned  from  Washing- 
ton where  she  attended  the  President’s 
Birthday  Ball  . . . Irving  Berlin  is  in  from 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  he  spent  two  weeks 
working  on  music  for  a forthcoming  20th 
Century-Fox  picture  . . . Henry  Hull  has 
planed  to  Essex,  Conn.,  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Elinor  Hull, 
who  died  there  at  the  age  of  77. 

★ 

M.  W.  Clement,  president  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad,  was  a luncheon  guest 
of  Jack  L.  Warner  at  the  Warner  studio 
. . . Bill  O’Donnell,  Warner  dance  direc- 
tor, became  the  father  of  a baby  daughter 
born  to  Mrs.  O’Donnell  at  Cedars  of  Leba- 
non Hospital  . . . Jane  Bryan  weekended 
at  Lake  Arrowhead. 

★ 

J.  Darsey  Lloyd,  father  of  Harold  Lloyd, 
was  reported  resting  comfortably  at  the 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital  following  an 
operation  . . . May  Robson  has  trained 
in  from  a Hew  York  holiday. 


selves  as  radio  idols  are  in  parallel  de- 
mand as  screen  entertainers — or  vice  versa. 
Which,  in  most  cases,  qualifies  them  to 
protect  their  broadcasting  leeways  when 
option  time  approaches  at  the  studios. 
Thus,  if  all  the  production  tycoons  agreed 
with  Head-man  Zanuck — a situation  which 
is  far  from  existent,  as  proven  by  the  fact 
that  Metro,  Republic,  and  others  are  en- 
gaged in  or  about  to  engage  in  their  own 
radio  side  lines — it  would  still  be  difficult 
to  solve  the  problem. 

There  is  only  one  possible  quick  solu- 
tion to  the  complex  controversy,  and  that 


lies  largely  in  the  hands  of  the  actors 
themselves.  If  every  star  in  the  celluloid 
firmament  should  suddenly  decide  that 
his  or  her  screen  status  and  earnings 
could  best  be  protected  through  unquali- 
fied divorcement  from  the  airways,  the 
exhibitor  could  devote  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  worrying  about  block-booking 
and  double-bills.  But,  so  long  as  the  spon- 
sors of  commercial  broadcasting  are  pre- 
pared to  lay  it  on  the  line  in  amounts 
which  match  the  fabled  blue-chip  emolu- 
ments from  the  makers  of  films,  such  a 
(Continued  on  page  40) 


"Gunqa  Din"  Has  a Hollywood  Premiere — 

RKO  Radio’s  “Gunga  Din”  made  a heavy  debut  with  this  premiere  at  the  Pantages  Theatre.  Below,  the  gala  scene  of 
the  front  are  grouped,  left  to  right,  the  following:  Mervyn  LeRoy,  doing  a bit  of  microphonics;  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  dis- 
tribution head,  waits  while  Howard  S.  Benedict,  studio  publicity  chief,  tries  to  attract  the  announcer’s  attention;  J.  R. 
McDonough,  RKO  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  McDonough,  enjoy  an  entrance;  Harry  M.  Warner  gives  out  unth  a smile;  Pandro 
S.  Berman,  RKO  production  chief,  looks  over  the  crowd  with  Benedict;  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO  president,  arrives,  and  in 
the  final  picture  Cliff  Reid,  RKO  producer,  faces  the  flashlights. 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  11,  1939  H 


37 


Plays  ....  Possibilities 


New  York — The  drama  critics  on  the 
current  plays: 

Jeremiah'’ 

Number  60.  In  three  acts  and  eight 
scenes  by  Stefan  Zweig.  Translated  from 
the  German  by  Edna  and  Cedar  Paul 
while  the  acting  version  was  prepared  by 
John  W.  Gassner  and  Worthington  Miner. 
The  latter  also  staged  in  settings  and  cos- 
tumes designed  by  Harry  Horner.  Music  by 
Chemjo  Vinaver;  dances  directed  by  Felicia 
Sorel.  Theatre  Guild  produced  at  the 
Guild.  February  3,  with  a cast  composed 
chiefly  of  Arthur  Byron,  Kent  Smith  and 
Effie  Shannon.  The  critical  judgment: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — . . . 
notable  for  its  pageantry  and  mass  move- 
ment rather  than  for  cumulative  dramatic 
effect  . . . Harry  Horner  has  designed  a 
magnificent  production,  plastic  and  im- 
pressive, opulent  and  eye-filling  . . . de- 
pends upon  its  masses  rather  than  its  in- 
dividual roles  for  its  effect  and  there  is 
little  opportunity  for  individual  perform- 
ances to  emerge  distinctly.  But  Kent 
Smith,  as  Jeremiah,  acts  with  such  power, 
dignity  and  compassion  as  to  command 
the  attention. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (two  stars 
plus) — There  is  dignity,  power,  colorful 
scenes  and  forceful  reading  to  distinguish 
it  . . . Zweig  . . . poured  out  in  this  play 
the  protest  of  his  soul  against  the  idiocy 
of  mass  hysteria  that  results  in  war  . . . 
taking  the  story  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
as  his  framework  . . . There  is  little  cumu- 
lative emotional  appeal  and  no  life  to  the 
tale.  There  is  poetic  beauty  of  line  in  much 
of  the  text  and  dramatic  force  in  the  read- 
ing of  Kent  Smith  . . . and  Arthur  Byron. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
. . . remains  a verbose  and  ponderous  play, 
overrun  with  a pompous  air  of  profundity 
and  bowed  down  under  the  weight  of  its 
elocutionary  passages  . . . well  enough 
played.  Kent  Smith  manages  the  title  role 
with  admirable  conviction  . . . That  good 
actor,  Arthur  Byron,  is  impressive  . . . 
Most  of  the  other  players  are  concealed 
amid  their  beards. 

John  Anderson,  J ournal- American — . . . 
a monotonous  drama  of  the  great  Biblical 
waller  . . . should  be  an  exalted  and  an 
exalting  play,  but  it  remains  stubbornly 
inert  and  unmoving  on  the  stage  where 
it  does  more  honor  to  the  Guild’s  high 
motives  than  to  its  judgment. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — The  produc- 
tion ...  is  unfortunate,  to  say  the  least 
. . . Whether  there  was  a play  lurking 
somewhere  in  the  background  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  discover. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — Dramatically 
it  has,  except  toward  the  end,  little  of  the 
power  its  theme  demands  . . . acting  ver- 
sion which  is  notable  chiefly  for  its  di- 
gressions and  inconclusiveness.  It  is  windy 
where  it  should  be  sonorous  and  flat 
where  it  should  be  rich  in  meaning. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — The  Guild  has 
given  it  a beautiful  production  in  Biblical 
garments  with  notable  performances  by 
Arthur  Byron  as  King  Zedekiah  and  Kent 
Smith  as  the  mournful  prophet  . . . seems 


like  ponderous  and  hackneyed  drama  to 
this  playgoer. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
As  a tragedy  . . . has  importance.  More- 
over, it  has  a literary  quality  that  com- 
mends it  highly  for  reading  as  well  as  see- 
ing. It  is  a worthy  play,  but  I do  not 
believe  the  public  will  warm  to  it. 

"One  for  the  Money” 

Number  61.  This  is  a revue  in  two  acts 
and  21  scenes.  Gertrude  Macy  and  Stan- 
ley Gilkey  produced  by  arrangement  with 
Robert  F.  Cutler.  Nancy  Hamilton  did  the 
sketches  and  lyrics;  Morgan  Lewis,  the 
music;  Raoul  Pene  Du  Bois,  settings; 
Robert  Alton,  the  dancing,  while  Jolin 
Murray  Anderson  did  the  stage  direction. 
The  cast  embraces  Brenda  Forbes,  Ruth 
Matteson,  Philip  Bourneuf,  Alfred  Drake, 
Nancy  Hamilton  and  Lee  O’Day.  Opening 
was  at  the  Booth,  February  4.  The  critics: 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars  plus)  — 
It  is  a bit  uncertain  as  sustained  enter- 
tainment . . . All  very  pretty  and  well 
intended.  But  hardly  strong  enough  . . . 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — . . . might 
all  have  been  “Jeremiah”  with  music,  for 
all  the  fun  I was  having  . . . handsome 
background  serves  only  to  emphasize  the 
lack  of  expertness  of  the  entertainment  . . . 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — . . . one  of  the 
sleekest  and  glossiest  vacuums  of  the  sea- 
son, an  intimate  revue  that  is  smartly, 
prettily  and  disastrously  empty.  It  is  an 
crchid  and  patent-leather  bore. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — . . . contented  itself 
with  being  amiable  and  agile  and  lovely 
to  behold  . . . never  rocks  the  boat  too 
far  one  way  or  another  and  is,  therefore, 
somewhat  lacking  in  punch  and  excite- 
ment . . . 

R.  L.,  Sun — . . . turned  out  to  be  fa- 
miliar stuff  after  all. 

B.  A.,  Times — Call  it  an  uptown  “Pins 
and  Needles”  . . . never  goes  much  deeper 
than  good-natured  chatter  about  things 
that  interest  only  a few  people  and  that 
would  probably  seem  much  livelier  in  a 
private  club  performance. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — ...  I am 
very  solidly  on  the  side  of  those  who  saw 
in  it  moments  provocative  of  great  mirth, 
moments  of  great  beauty  and  moments  of 
brilliant  wit. 

"I  Must  Love  Someone” 

Number  62.  In  three  acts  by  Jack  Kirk- 
land and  Leyla  Georgie.  Staged  by  Frank 
Merlin  in  settings  by  Karl  O.  Amend. 
Kirkland  also  produced  at  the  Longacre, 
February  7.  The  cast  includes  James 
Rennie,  Harry  Bannister,  Martha  Sleeper. 
Jean  Casto,  Claire  Carleton,  Marion 
Pierce,  Dorothy  Libaire  and  Melba  Deane. 
The  critics: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — . . . has  to  do  with 
the  romances,  conquests  and  tragedies 
that  high-lighted  the  careers  of  a mythi- 
cal sextet  of  “Floradora”  girls  . . . Excel- 
lent material  for  a swell  play.  But,  un- 
fortunately, Mr.  Kirkland  and  Miss  Geor- 
gie haven’t  penned  it  . . . Martha  Sleeper 


is  delightful  . . . Dorothy  Libaire  is  ex- 
cellent. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars) — ...  all 
that  “I  Must  Love  Someone”  has  to  sell  is 
its  physical  exhibits  . . . The  casting  has 
been  carefully  managed.  The  six  girls  . . . 
are  attractive  enough  to  start  another 
Floradora  furore  and  of  such  acting  talent 
as  to  capably  fulfill  all  demands. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — The  six  ac- 
tresses playing  the  leading  roles  are  earn- 
est and  straight-forward  . . . hardly  up  to 
Mr.  Kirkland’s  usual  standard. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — ...  no  mas- 
terpiece . . . the  result  suggests  a valentine 
v/ith  a Wasserman  test  scrawled  across  its 
pretty  message  . . . Martha  Sleeper  is  as 
gracious  and  lovely  as  any  Floradora  girl 
could  have  been. 

WUella  Waldorf,  Post — . . . traced,  in  a 
generally  dull,  occasionally  vulgar  fashion, 
the  offstage  adventures  of  the  six  ladies 
of  the  chorus  who  were  supposed  to  have 
caused  such  a furore  back  in  1900. 

R.  L.,  Sun — . . . not  much  of  a play  . . . 
It  manages  somehow  to  be  at  the  same 
time  noisy  and  dull. 

B.  A.,  Times — Clumsily  written  . . . clum- 
sily directed. 

S.  B.  W.,  World- Telegram — ■ . . . the 
season’s  dramaturgic  dud. 

"Beau  Geste"  Troupe  on 
Month's  Location  Trip 

In  the  biggest  location  junket  to  be  em- 
barked upon  thus  far  in  1939,  and  the 
most  ambitious  since  RKO  Radio’s  “Gunga 
Din”  troupe  headed  for  the  Sierra  Ne- 
va das  last  year.  Paramount  has  sent  an 
advance  guard  of  its  “Beau  Geste”  com- 
pany to  Buttercup  Valley,  near  Yuma, 
Ariz.,  for  a month’s  stay.  The  troupe  was 
headed  by  Gary  Cooper,  star  of  the  film, 
and  included  253  actors  and  technicians. 
Another  party  of  250  follows  a few  days 
later,  with  other  contingents  departing 
from  time  to  time  until  more  than  800 
will  be  headquartering  in  a tent  city  on 
the  desert. 

William  A.  Wellman  is  producing  and 
directing. 

More  Americanization 
Subjects  for  Warner 

The  Warner  story  department  has  been 
ordered  to  seek  further  patriotic  vehicles 
for  the  1939-40  lineup  as  a continuation 
of  the  company’s  announced  Americaniza- 
tion drive. 

Five  features  and  13  historical  features 
already  are  in  preparation  for  the  next 
season.  Five  such  features  are  now  com- 
pleted for  release  during  the  next  few 
months  on  the  1938-39  slate. 

Tony  Martin  Has  6-Month 
Leave  for  P,  A.  Tour 

Tony  Martin  has  been  given  six  months’ 
leave  of  absence  from  his  duties  as  a 20th 
Century-Fox  contract  player  to  make  a 
personal  appearance  circuit  around  the 
country.  The  actor-singer  opens  in  New 
York  City  at  the  Paramount  Theatre, 
February  22,  taking  his  orchestra  with 
him.  Studio  attaches  said  the  move  was 
made  to  build  up  Martin’s  boxoffice  rating. 
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Independent  Studio  Star  - Radio  Links  Prominent 

Pace  Slows  Down  Power’s  Withdrawal 


To  launch  production  of  the  first  of  a 
series  of  sport  shorts  for  release  through 
Warner,  Howard  Hill,  archery  champion, 
leaves  February  12  with  a camera  and 
technical  crew  for  the  Cape  San  Lucas 
Islands,  1,000  miles  off  the  southern  Cali- 
fornia coast.  Hill  heads  the  recently- 
formed  Plynn-Hill  Productions,  backed  fi- 
nancially by  Errol  Flynn,  Warner  contract 
star.  First  film  will  portray  giant  fish 
and  game  hunting  with  bows  and  arrows 
the  only  weapons.  The  expedition  is  sail- 
ing aboard  Flynn’s  yacht,  with  the  actor 
to  join  the  troupe  later. 

Ramos  Cobian  has  begun  camera  work 
on  “Los  Hijos,  Mandan,”  Spanish-language 
feature,  which  he  is  producing  for  release 
by  20th  Century-Fox.  Cobian  is  head- 
quartering at  Grand  National  studios. 

Casting  troubles  are  holding  up  both 
FA’S  “Full  Speed  Ahead”  and  GN’s 
“Everything  Happens  to  Ann,”  which  A1 
Christie  will  direct.  Cameras  will  roll  early 
in  March  on  GN’s  first  musical  western 
starring  Max  Baer. 

Space  has  been  leased  to  Dave  Schrot- 
ter,  formerly  a producer  for  UFA  in  Ger- 
many, who  has  announced  plans  to  make 
“Heaven  Bound,”  an  original  by  Arthur 
Hoerl.  GN  is  dickering  for  the  release. 

Coronado  Pictures,  releasing  through 
GN,  has  signed  Judith  Allen  to  star  in 
the  four  remaining  cowgirl  western  films 
it  is  producing  for  GN  release.  Miss  Allen 
replaces  Dorothy  Page,  who  bowed  out 
after  appearing  in  the  first  two.  Next 
in  the  series  will  roll  in  March  with  Sam 
Diege  directing. 

Steve  Sekely,  Hungarian  director,  has 
been  signed  by  GN  to  a three-year  ticket. 
No  assignment  has  been  given  him  as  yet. 

Fred  Scheld  has  checked  in  as  produc- 
tion manager  for  Arcadia  Pictures,  GN 
unit  which  is  producing  a series  of  mu- 
sical westerns  starring  Tex  Fletcher. 

Polish  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  completed  its 
first  feature,  processed  in  Cinecolor. 
Titled  “The  Peasant’s  Wedding,”  it  is  a 
musical  fantasy,  made  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  St.  John  Kanty  Lyceum,  Catho- 
lic diocese  in  Buffalo.  B.  Rostworowski 
heads  the  company,  which  plans  to  make 
four  Cinecolor  musicals  annually  from 
material  based  on  Polish  native  culture 
and  folk  lore.  Alvin  Wykoff  is  supervising 
director,  and  the  cast  is  all-Polish. 


Cinecolor-Hills  Bros, 

Tie  on  Exploitation 

An  exploitation  campaign  for  the  Cine- 
color-processed  featurette  advertising  Hills 
Bros,  coffee,  which  will  be  shown  at  the 
San  Francisco  Exposition,  is  being  ar- 
ranged here  by  Carroll  Wilson,  advertis- 
ing director  for  the  coffee  concern,  in 
conferences  with  Cinecolor  executives.  A 
six-month  schedule  calls  for  Cinecolor  to 
be  mentioned  in  all  Hills  Bros,  advertise- 
ments in  400  daily  newspapers.  Nearly 
750,000  people,  Wilson  estimates,  will  see 
the  featurette. 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

In  the  wake  of  Darryl  Zanuck’s  startling 
and  widely-discussed  announcement  con- 
cerning Tyrone  Power’s  withdrawal  from 
radio  activity — most  important  develop- 
ment to  date  in  the  radio-film  controversy 
v/hich  has  waxed  and  waned  for  two  years 
or  more — and  while  only  slight  evidences 
have  been  manifested  that  other  pro- 
ducers may  agree  with  the  20th  Century- 
Fox  chieftain’s  sentiments,  two  factors 
have  made  themselves  obvious: 

1.  Those  major  producers  either  utiliz- 
ing or  approving  the  use  of  their  stars  and 
contract  players  in  the  radio-film  liaison 
will  make  no  comment — pro  or  con — con- 
cerning Zanuck’s  move  to  appease  exhibi- 
tors who  have  long  been  registering  com- 
plaints that  radio,  with  its  ever-growing 
roster  of  film  personalities,  is  keeping 
more  and  more  erstwhile  film  patrons  at 
home  enjoying  free  entertainment  when 
they  might  otherwise  be  paying  their  ways 
into  theatres. 

2.  Regardless  of  what  opinions  may  be 
forthcoming  either  approving  or  disap- 
proving Zanuck’s  stand,  the  trend  grows 
steadily  heavier,  rather  than  lighter,  to- 
ward the  establishment  of  radio  shows 
using  film  star  names  as  their  selling 
points.  For  every  instance  of  a retreat 
such  as  that  ordered  for  Power  by  his 
studio,  observers  point  out,  several  new 
programs  in  the  film-radio  vein  spring 
into  existence. 

See  Reaction  at  Warners 

Coming  as  perhaps  the  sole  instance  of  a 
change  in  tactics  which  might  be  inter- 
preted as  conforming  to  Zanuck’s  argu- 
ment is  the  revised  setup  at  Warners — 
once  a potent  factor  in  radio-screen  link- 
age. Although  official  comment  is  un- 
obtainable as  to  whether  this  studio’s  re- 


treat from  broadcasting  activity  has  been 
deliberate  or  unintentional,  dopesters  point 
cut  the  company  lost  its  biggest  radio 
name  with  Dick  Powell’s  recent  departure 
from  the  contract  list.  Warners,  which 
at  one  time  produced  a weekly  show  star- 
ring Powell,  for  sponsorship  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tobacco  Co.,  has  given  no  indica- 
tion, however,  that  it  intends  to  interfere 
with  Edward  G.  Robinson’s  starring  role 
in  the  “Big  Town”  radio  series,  the  guest- 
star  appearances  of  other  players,  or  the 
microphone  chores  of  Jerry  Colonna,  con- 
tract comedian,  who  appears  regularly  on 
the  Bob  Hope  show. 

Furthermore,  M-G-M  is  into  radio  with 
both  feet  with  its  studio-produced  “Good 
News”  show,  starring  the  entire  studio 
acting  personnel;  Republic  is  all  set  to 
plunge  into  ether  activity  when  a sponsor 
has  been  lined  up  for  its  “Under  Western 
Stars”  show  starring  Gene  Autry;  Para- 
mount, more  and  more,  is  stressing  the 
radio  appearances  of  its  players — point- 
ing out,  for  example,  that  14  of  the  studio’s 
Thespians  were  booked  for  broadcasting 
stints  during  the  current  week;  and  two 
recently-inaugurated  shows,  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild-Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund 
broadcast  and  the  “Circle,”  sponsored  by 
Kellogg,  draw  heavily  on  film  luminaries 
for  microphone  chores. 

Even  Zanuck  has  thus  far  confined  his 
actions  to  withdrawing  Power.  Don 
Ameche,  one  of  radio’s  brightest  lights  as 
well  as  a theatre  marquee  name,  is  un- 
affected, although  he  works  for  the  same 
film  plant  as  does  Power;  studio  attaches 
point  out,  however,  because  of  a proviso 
written  into  the  star’s  film  contract.  Za- 
nuck’s manifesto  does  not,  furthermore, 
affect  Alice  Faye,  or  other  20th-Fox  play- 
ers, who,  though  not  appearing  on  regular 
programs,  may  still  accept  guest  chores. 


A Pause  at  Burbank — 

stopping  for  a chat  on  a Warner  Bros,  set — left  to  right:  Mrs.  L.  W.  Ber- 
nard, Gale  Page,  Pat  O'Brien,  Mrs.  Samuel  Rinzler  and  Samuel  Rinzler. 
Rinzler  operates  a Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  theatre  circuit. 
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Mail  Academy  Ballots  on  Feb. 
10  to  12,000  in  Industry 


With  official  nominations  in  most  divi- 
sions of  the  eleventh  annual  Awards  bal- 
loting having  been  disclosed  by  the  Acad- 
emy of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences, 
next  step  in  the  yearly  procedure  was  to 
be  taken  February  10  when  ballots  for 
final  voting  were  to  be  mailed  out  to  ap- 
proximately 12,000  members  of  the  in- 
dustry eligible  to  cast  ballots.  These  will 
be  tabulated  as  returned,  the  final  win- 
ners to  be  announced  at  the  Awards  ban- 
quet February  23. 

Nominations,  thus  far,  include: 

Most  outstanding  film  of  1938 — “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band,”  20th  Century- 
Fox;  “Boys  Town,”  Metro;  “The  Citadel,” 
Metro;  “Four  Daughters,”  Warner;  “Grand 
Illusion,”  World  Pictures  (French) ; “Jeze- 
bel,” Warner-First  National;  “Pygmalion,” 
Metro;  “The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood,” 
Warner-First  National;  “Test  Pilot,” 
Metro,  and  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 
Columbia. 

Best  performance  by  an  actor — Charles 
Boyer  in  “Algiers;”  James  Cagney  in 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces;”  Robert  Donat 
in  “The  Citadel;”  Leslie  Howard  in 
“Pygmalion;”  Spencer  Tracy  in  “Boys 
Town.” 

Best  performance  by  an  actress — Fay 
Bainter  in  “White  Banners;”  Bette  Davis 
in  “Jezebel;”  Wendy  Hiller  in  “Pyg- 
malion;” Norma  Shearer  in  “Marie 
Antoinette;”  Margaret  Sullavan  in  “Three 
Comrades.” 

Best  performance  by  an  actor  in  a sup- 
porting role — Walter  Brennan  in  “Ken- 
tucky;” John  Garfield  in  “Four  Daugh- 
ters;” Gene  Lockhart  in  “Algiers;”  Robert 
Morley  in  “Marie  Antoinette;”  Basil 
Rathbone  in  “If  I Were  King.” 

Best  performance  by  an  actress  in  a 
supporting  role — Fay  Bainter  in  “Jezebel;” 
Beulah  Bondi  in  “Of  Human  Hearts;” 
Spring  Byington  in  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You;”  Billie  Burke  in  “Merrily  We 
Live;”  Miliza  Korjus  in  “The  Great  Waltz.” 

Tie  On  Originals 

Best  direction — Michael  Curtiz  for 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces;”  Norman 
Taurog  for  “Boys  Town;”  King  Vidor  for 


“The  Citadel;”  Michael  Curtiz  for  “Four 
Daughters;”  Frank  Capra  for  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You.” 

Best  screenplay — John  Meehan  and  Dore 
Schary,  “Boys  Town;”  Ian  Dalrymple, 
Frank  Wead  and  Elizabeth  Hill,  “The 
Citadel;”  Julius  J.  Epstein  and  Lenore 
Coffee,  “Four  Daughters;”  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw,  screenplay  and  dialogue,  “Pyg- 
malion,” adaptation  by  W.  P.  Lipscomb, 
Cecil  Lewis  and  Ian  Dalrymple;  Robert 
Riskin,  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 

Best  original  story — (six  nominations 
because  of  a tie) — Irving  Berlin,  “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band;”  Rowland  Brown, 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces;”  John  Howard 
Lawson,  “Blockade;”  Dore  Schary  and 
Eleanore  Griffin,  “Boys  Town;”  Mar- 
cella Burke  and  Frederick  Kohner,  “Mad 
About  Music;”  Frank  Wead,  “Test  Pilot.” 

New  Nominations 

Nominations  for  acting  honors  were 
made  by  Class  “A”  members  of  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild.  Direction  nominees  were 
submitted  by  senior  members  of  the 
Screen  Directors  Guild.  Writing  nomina- 
tions came  from  members  of  the  Screen 
Writers  Guild.  Best  production  nomi- 
nees w'ere  selected  by  members  of  the 
Academy,  Class  “A”  SAG  members,  quali- 
fied writers,  directors,  producers  and 
technicians. 

New  nominations  in  other  divisions; 

Film  editing — “Adventures  of  Robin 
Hood,”  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,” 
“The  Great  Waltz,”  “Test  Pilot”  and  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 

Sound  recording — “Army  Girl,”  “Cow- 
boy and  the  Lady,”  “Pour  Daughters,”  “If 
I Were  King,”  “Merrily  We  Live,”  “Suez,” 
“Sweethearts,”  “That  Certain  Age,” 
“Vivacious  Lady”  and  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You.” 

Cinematography  — “Algiers,”  “Army 
Girl,”  "The  Buccaneer,”  “The  Great 
Waltz,”  “Jezebel,”  “Mad  About  Music,” 
“Merrily  We  Live,”  “Suez,”  “Vivacious 
Lady,”  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
and  “The  Young  in  Heart.” 

Now  being  selected  by  committees  ap- 


SPEARHEADS 

(Continued  from  page  37) 

■decision  is  so  close  to  the  milennium  as 
to  make  ludicrous  consideration  of  even 
its  remote  possibilities. 

Naivete  continues  to  be  one  of  the  film 
citadel’s  principal  weaknesses.  Elsa  Max- 
well, New  York  society’s  widely-touted 
party  impresario,  went  slumming  recently. 
She  forsook  her  playmates  among 
Gotham’s  400  sufficiently  long  to  appear — 
for  a slight  monetary  consideration — at 
the  Philharmonic  Auditorium,  where,  for 
the  edification  of  Hollywood’s  elite,  she  de- 
livered a lecture.  No  one  has  ever  taken 
the  time  to  ascertain  just  why  or  on  what. 
But  Elsa  lectured  and  it  was  an  occasion 
with  a capital  “O.”  It  summoned  from 
the  mothballs  more  ermine,  mink  and 
shirts — stiff  and  stuffed — than  a dozen 
Academy  Award  dinners.  Apparently  the 
eminences’  enemy  of  ennui  sold  a sizeable 
bill  of  goods  to  the  caliphs  of  celluloid, 
because  now  comes  the  announcement 
that  20th  Century-Fox  has  signed  her  for 
the  lead  in  "Elsa  Maxwell’s  Hotel  for 
Women.” 

Whether  the  masses  who  support  the 
cinema — how  quaint — will  consider  the 
mountainous  Miss  Maxwell  (who  is  crowd- 
ing 60)  the  same  fountainhead  of  enter- 
tainment that  she  has  been  on  Park  ave- 
nue is  a moot  question. 

Coals-to-Newcastle  Dept.: 

Metro  publicity  release — ”M-G-M  has  pur- 
chased a two-year-old  chimpanzee  from  col- 
lection in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y." 

While  Academy  rules  have  always  quali- 
fied foreign-made  films — if  exhibited  in 
t he  Los  Angeles  territory  during  the 
eligible  season — as  nominees  for  the  an- 
nual “best  production”  award,  this  year 
is  the  first  that  pictures  not  bearing  the 
“made  in  U.  S.  A.”  label  have  sneaked 
in  under  the  wire  as  candidates  for  the 
Oscar  in  this  division. 

When  Academy  officials  and  other  au- 
thorized balloters  did  decide  to  include 
such  films,  however,  their  capitulation  was 
wholesale,  since  three  of  the  ten  produc- 
tions nominated  for  the  statuette — “The 
Citadel,”  “Grand  Illusion”  and  “Pyg- 
malion”— were  filmed  in  European  studic-s. 

Railbirds  could  easily  unearth  several 
plausible  explanations  for  its  sudden  and 
drastic  departure  from  precedent,  the  most 
natural  being  a conclusion  that  European 
product  is  showing  marked  improvement 
while  that  from  the  Hollywood  film  mills 
i.s  failing  to  keep  pace. 


pointed  for  the  purpose  are  candidates  for 
musical  scoring,  best  song,  cartoons,  and 
other  special  awards,  including  the  Irv- 
ing G.  Thalberg  Memorial  Award  for  con- 
sistent achievement  by  an  individual  pro- 
ducer. 


Assign  Elliott  Nugent 

Paramount  has  assigned  Elliott  Nugent 
to  direct  “The  Cat  and  the  Canary,”  co- 
starring  Bob  Hope  and  Martha  Raye, 
which  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.,  will  produce. 
Picture  rolls  early  in  March. 


View  Warner  Plant — 

Joe  Seider,  left,  head  of  a New  York  theatre  circuit,  Mrs.  Seider  and  Mrs. 
William  Scully,  wife  of  Universal’s  general  sales  manager,  visit  Director 
Michael  Curtiz  on  the  set  of  "Sons  of  Liberty”  at  Warner. 
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Conferences  Await 
Gillham  on  Visit 


Conferences  with  the  studio’s  advertis- 
ing-publicity staffs,  discussions  with  Y. 
Prank  Freeman  and  William  LeBaron  on 
spring  production  plans  and  other  rou- 
tine duties  will  occupy  Robert  Gillham, 
Paramount’s  advertising-publicity-exploi- 
tation director,  during  his  stay  on  the  coast. 
Gillham  was  expected  in  late  this  week, 
to  remain  at  least  six  weeks  on  one  of 
his  periodic  visits.  He  was  to  come  from 
Kansas  City  where  he  attended  funeral 
services  for  his  mother  Monday. 

Andre  Algazy,  French  producer-director, 
is  conferring  at  RKO  Radio  with  President 
George  Schaefer  on  a possible  production 
alignment.  Algazy  came  over  from  London 
and  was  due  to  return  east  over  the  week- 
end, at  which  time  Schaefer  also  was  to 
head  for  New  York  after  a three-week  stay 
accompanied  by  Ned  Depinet,  distribution 
chief.  Schaefer  returns  in  March. 

Murray  Silverstone,  chairman  of  United 
Artists  executive  committee,  has  returned 
east  after  spending  a month  here  con- 
ferring with  UA  producers  on  new  product 
and  attending  the  corporation’s  annual 
stockholders’  meeting.  Brief  conferences 


OPTIONS 


— ( 'oluinbia 

JOAN  BLONDELL  signs  long-term  acting  con- 
tract. First  assignment  will  be  “Good  Girls  Go 
to  Paris,”  in  which  she  will  be  teamed  with 
Melvyn  Douglas.  A1  Hall  will  direct. 

ROSE  STRADNER,  European  actress,  signs 
term  contract,  with  “Blind  Alley”  as  her  first 
assignment.  Chester  Morris  has  the  male  lead. 
Miss  Stradner  was  fornxerly  with  M-G-M. 

LOU  MELTZER,  writer,  held  for  another  six 
months. 

— Grand  National 

STEVEN  SZEKLEY.  Hungarian  director,  signs 
term  deal. 

— Metro 

LEE  BOWMAN  draws  term  acting  contract. 
ALEX  HYDE  appointed  manager  of  all  studio 
orchestras. 

ROBERT  RILEY  CRUTCHER,  radio  writer, 
joins  scripting  staff. 

ItAND  BROOKS  given  new  term  acting  ticket. 

— Paramount 

CHARLES  BARTON,  veteran  director  and  as- 
sistant director,  signs  long  term  contract  as  an 
actor,  winning  a featured  role  in  “Beau  Geste.” 

HARLAN  THOMPSON  held  for  another  term 
as  producer.  His  next  chore  is  “Disputed  Pas- 
sage.” 

BILLY  COOK  given  new  acting  ticket  and  role 
in  “Invitation  to  Haiipiness.” 

JOE  ROBBINS  rei)Iaces  Edward  E.  Davis  as 
superintendent  of  the  construction  department. 
Davis  has  resigned  after  15  years  with  the  studio. 
Robbins  was  head  of  the  mechanical  department, 
activities  of  which  he  will  continue  to  supervise. 
— -KKO  Radio 

DAVID  MATTHEWS  signed  as  aide  to  Lillie 
Messenger,  head  of  story  department. 

GEORGE  O’BRIEN  signs  new  term  contract 
calling  for  six  westerns  on  the  1930-40  schedule. 
— 20th  Century- Fox 

ROBERT  SHALL,  23-year-old  Dallas,  Texas, 
youth,  signed  to  term  acting  contract.  He  has 
had  Little  Theatre  and  stock  experience. 

HENRY  FONDA  signs  five-year  contract  to  ap- 
pear in  two  pictures  annually.  First  will  be  the 
title  role  in  “The  Young  Lawyer  of  Illinois.” 

— Universal 

FELIX  JACKSON  held  for  extended  term  in 
writing  department. 

GLORIA  JEAN,  ten  years  of  age  and  a.  protege 
of  Deanna  Durbin,  wins  long-term  acting  ticket 
and  role  in  “The  Under  Pup,”  a Joe  Pasternak 
production  which  will  hit  the  cameras  in  May. 

—Warner  Bros. 

JONATHAN  FINN  joins  writing  staff.  He  has 
been  assigned  to  “Battle  of  City  Hall,”  starring 
James  Cagney  and  Pat  O’Brien. 

MAY  ROBSON  seals  two-picture  acting  deal. 
“Fly  Away  Home”  is  her  first  assignment. 


in  which  he  participated  last  week  with 
John  Hay  Whitney  and  David  O.  Selznick 
regarding  possible  renewal  of  the  UA- 
Selznick  International  releasing  deal  will 
be  renewed  upon  his  return  here  in  March. 

Also  outward  bound  were  Abe  Schneider, 
assistant  to  Harry  M.  Warner,  and  S. 
Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  publicity-adver- 
tising head.  Schneider  was  in  conference 
here  for  two  weeks,  while  Einfeld  traveled 
to  New  York  to  work  on  campaigns  for 
spring  and  summer  releases. 

Metro’s  New  York  story  editor,  William 
J.  Fadiman,  bid  adieu  to  Hollywood  upon 
termination  of  three  weeks  of  huddles  with 
Edwin  Knopf,  head  of  the  studio  story 
department,  and  Kenneth  McKenna,  story 
editor  at  the  Culver  City  plant. 

Followed  by  a technical  staff.  Producer 
Walter  Wanger  left  for  Hanover,  N.  H.,  to 
attend  the  annual  Dartmouth  sports  car- 
nival. Dan  Keefe,  production  manager; 
Percy  Guth,  comptroller;  Lowell  Farrell, 
assistant  director,  and  Budd  Schulberg, 
scripter,  will  join  Wanger  in  the  east,  where 
backgroimd  material  for  Wanger’s  “Winter 
Carnival”  will  be  filmed. 

Universal’s  studio  conferences  are  over, 
with  President  Nate  Blumberg  and  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman  of  the  board, 
training  out  for  New  York  and  William  A. 
Scully,  general  sales  manager,  sailing  for 
Honolulu.  Blumberg  announced  another 
series  of  parleys  will  be  held  at  the  stu- 
dio early  in  March,  with  Frank  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy, eastern  sales  manager,  William 
Heinemann,  western  sales  head,  and  Scully 
participating. 

Columbia  Signs  Blondell 
To  Long-Term  Contract 

Joan  Blondell  has  been  signed  to  a long- 
term contract  by  Columbia  to  appear  in  a 
number  of  pictures.  The  first  will  be 
“Good  Girls  Go  to  Paris,”  in  which  she 
will  be  co-starred  with  Melvyn  Douglas. 
Alexander  Hall  will  direct. 


It's  an  Honor — 

Director  Edtmn  L.  Marin  proudly  dis- 
plays the  Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
Aioard,  presented  him  when  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council  selected 
M-G-M’s  “A  Christmas  Carol”  as  the 
best  picture  released  during  the 
month  of  December.  Marin  handled 
the  megaphone  on  the  filmization  of 
the  Charles  Dickens  classic. 


Hays  East  After 
Coast  Meeting 

Having  presided  over  the  first  important 
organizational  function  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  producers  association  during  1939, 
when  officei’s  for  the  year  were  chosen 
and  an  executive  committee  appointed, 
Will  Hays,  president  of  the  MPPDA,  was 
expected  to  pull  out  over  the  weekend  for 
New  York,  winding  up  his  current  stay 
on  the  coast. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent; E.  J.  Mannix,  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
Y.  Prank  Freeman  were  added  to  the 
board  of  directors;  Fred  Beetson  was  re- 
named executive  vice-president  and  secre- 
tary, and  Jack  Warner  and  Mannix  were 
chosen  first  and  second  vice-presidents, 
respectively.  Schenck,  Jack  Warner,  Gold- 
wyn, Freeman,  Mannix  and  Harry  Cohn 
comprise  the  new  executive  committee. 

Freeman,  Cohn  and  Harry  Warner  were 
appointed  to  comprise  a budget  commit- 
tee to  determine  the  amount  to  be  spent 
locally  by  the  association  during  the  year. 

Goldwyn  joined  the  directorate  and  the 
executive  committee  only  shortly  after  he 
was  elected  to  membership  in  the  associ- 
ation after  a six-year  absence. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Samuel  Goldwyn 

JOHN  BALDERSTON,  borrowed  from  20th 
Century-Fox,  to  “Raffles,”  in  which  David  Niven 
will  star. 

— .Sol  Lesser 

MICHAEL  SIMMONS  to  “Way  Down  South,” 
next  Bobby  Breen  vehicle,  which  RKO  Radio 
will  release. 

— Metro 

LEONARD  PRASKINS  and  WANDA  TUCHOCK 
to  “May  Flavin,”  the  Myron  Brinig  novel.  Harry 
Rapf  will  produce. 

MALCOLM  STUART  BOYLAN  to  “Hands 
Across  the  Border.” 

— Monogram 

SCOTT  DARLING  to  “Stunt  Pilot,”  second  in 
the  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series  which  Paul  Mal- 
' ern  is  producing. 

— Republic 

JACK  TOWNLEY  to  the  third  “Higgins  Family” 
feature. 

GEItALD  GERAGHTY  to  “Headin’  for  Texas,” 
a Roy  Rogers  western. 

WALTER  AVISE  to  “Prison  Nurse.” 

— ItlvO  Radio 

JERRY  CADY  to  “Five  Came  Back.”  Robert 
Sisk  will  produce. 

— Sel/niek  International 

JOHN  VAN  DRUTEN  to  “Intermezzo.” 

— 20tli  Century-Fox 

RIAN  JAMES  to  an  untitled  original  for  Anna- 
bella. 

— I niversal 

ABEM  KANDEL  to  “Back  to  Work.”  Joe  Pas- 
ternak is  the  producer. 

GliOVER  JONES  to  "The  Under  Pup.”  for  pro- 
duction by  Joe  Pasternak.  I.  A.  R.  Wylie  wrote  the 
original. 

— Warner  Bros. 

JAMES  HILTON  to  “We  Are  Not  Alone,”  his 
own  original. 

DEAN  FRANKLIN  and  LEE  KATZ  to  “Code 
of  the  Secret  Service,”  second  in  the  “Secrec 
Service”  series  featuring  Ronald  Reagan;  SCOTT 
LITTLETON  and  JOHN  KRAFT  to  “Old  and 
Young  King  Brady,”  first  of  a new  detective 
series,  in  which  Reagan  will  also  have  the  lead. 
Noel  Smith  will  direct. 


Chodorov  on  Track  Yarn 

Edward  Chodorov  has  been  assigned  to 
produce  “100  to  One  Shot,”  a race-track 
yarn,  at  M-G-M. 
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Silence  Rules  as  Exchange 
Record  Probe  Continues 


REVIEW 

FLASHES 

ADVENTURES  OF  JANE  ARDEN  (WB)— Weak 
in  every  department  from  story  to  direc- 
tion, lacking  the  punch  of  the  popular 
newspaper  comic  strip.  Rosella  Towne,  as 
the  intrepid  feminine  newshawk,  is  deco- 
rative but  unimpressive.  William  Gargan, 
as  her  managing  editor,  likewise  fails  to 
register.  Terry  Morse  directed. 

HUCKLEBERRY  FINN  (M-G-M)  — Wherein 
Master  Mickey  Rooney  makes  his  solo 
flight  with  exclusive  star  billing,  a distinc- 
tion he  double  earns  through  a finely- 
shaded  characterization  of  Mark  Twain's 
beloved  boy  vagabond.  The  picture  is  a 
gem  of  splendid  entertainment — richly  hu- 
man and  with  limitless  appeal.  Joseph  L. 
Mankiewicz  produced;  Richard  Thorpe  di- 
rected. 

KING  OF  THE  TURF  (UA)— Should  please 
thoroughbred  fans.  Shows  that  horse  race 
owners  and  young  jockeys  are  not  as  bad 
as  they  are  painted.  Adolphe  Menjou, 
Roger  Daniel,  Dolores  Costello.  Edward 
Small  produced;  Alfred  Green  directed. 

SILVER  ON  THE  SAGE  (Para) — Right  in  the 
groove  for  fans  who  go  for  Hopalong  Cas- 
sidy and  his  ridin'  shootin'  heroics.  Up  to 
standard  in  every  department,  including 
outdoor  photography.  Harry  Sherman  pro- 
duced; Ed  Lesley  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


^AILT  IILA\Klie 

gALT  LAKE  visitors  included  Maud 
Adams,  celebrated  stage  actress  and  a 
native  of  Utah;  Rudy  Vallee,  Lili  Damita, 
and  William  K.  Howard,  British  director 
. . . William  Pitzhenry  has  been  appointed 
assistant  manager  and  booker  at  the  local 
Universal  exchange  by  Mat  Aparton,  man- 
ager. 

The  local  Sheffield- Republic  exchange 
has  moved  to  larger  quarters  at  214  E.  1st 
South  St.  . . . A.  F.  Johnson,  operating  the 
Roxy  at  Salmon,  Ida.,  was  a local  visitor. 
He  and  the  missus  just  returned  from  a 
three-week  vacation  in  California. 

Lynn  McKinley,  Salt  Lake’s  entrant  in 
Jesse  Lasky’s  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
contest,  was  heard  Sunday  night  over  a 
national  radio  net  . . . A.  M.  Matson  of 
the  Star,  Aberdeen,  Ida.,  was  booking  on 
Filmrow. 

Twentieth-Fox’ s entourage  of  beauty  for 
‘‘Tail  Spin”  was  heartily  welcomed  in  Salt 
Lake,  despite  a heavy  snowfall. 


Los  Angeles — Albert  J.  Lav/,  government 
deputy,  and  his  corps  of  aides  launched 
into  the  second  week  of  their  return  trip 
to  Filmrow  by  still  maintaining  strict 
silence  about  everything  pertaining  to  their 
movements,  plans  and  findings — if  any — 
in  connection  with  the  resumption  of  their 
probe  into  the  records  of  the  M-G-M  ex- 
change. 

The  G-men  startled  the  Row  by  return- 
ing to  Metro  after  they  had  wound  up  their 
lengthy  stay  last  fall,  during  which  they 
visited  every  major  exchange  and  Fox 
West  Coast  headquarters  on  an  investiga- 
tion instigated  by  independent  distributor 
and  exhibitor  complaints  that  the  majors 
were  violating  federal  anti-trust  laws. 

Law  himself,  making  no  comment,  like- 
wise has  equipped  the  M-G-M  office  staff 
and  his  henchmen  with  impenetrable  ear- 
muffs  and  gags. 


Spyros  Skouras  Talks 
Policies  at  Parley 

Los  Angeles — Discussion  of  future  pol- 
icies, the  lineup  of  product  for  1939  and  a 
review  of  the  past  year’s  accomplishments 
highlighted  the  two-day  meeting  of  divi- 
sion and  district  managers  of  the  Na- 
tional Theatres  Corp.  and  its  western  sub- 
sidiary, Fox  West  Coast,  held  here  with 
Spyros  Skouras,  NT  president,  as  chair- 
man. 

Skouras  will  remain  for  several  days  at 
FWC  headquarters  checking  over  routine 
and  operations  in  the  absence  of  his  broth- 
er Charles,  FWC  president,  currently  va- 
cationing in  Greece. 

NT  representatives  at  the  huddles  in- 
cluded W.  T.  Powers  and  Edward  Zabel, 
of  New  York;  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Milwaukee; 
Elmer  Rhoden,  Kansas  City;  Rick  Ricket- 
son,  Denver;  Frank  Newman,  A1  Rosen- 
berg, A1  Finkelstein  and  John  Hamrick, 
Seattle;  and  Arch  Bowles,  division  man- 
ager in  San  Francisco.  FWC  district  man- 
agers participating  included  Thornton  Sar- 
gent, Cullen  Espy,  B.  V.  Sturdivant,  Dick 
Dickson  and  George  Bowser. 


Alexander  Preview  Co, 
Termed  Separate  Firm 

Colorado  Springs — The  Alexander  Pre- 
view Co.,  organized  to  produce  and  dis- 
tribute trailers  on  forthcoming  attractions, 
is  not  connected  with  Alexander  Film  Co., 
Don  Alexander  jr.,  president  of  the  for- 
mer company  declares.  He  says  the  new 
firm  will  shortly  establish  distribution 
points  for  servicing  theatres. 

Other  officers  of  Alexander  Preview  Co. 
are  Harold  N.  Schwarz,  general  manager, 
and  Byers  E.  Smith,  secretary-treasurer. 


Rites  for  J.  R.  Willadsen 

San  Pedro,  Cal. — Funeral  services  and 
burial  at  San  Pedro  Cemetery  were  held  for 
John  R.  Willadsen,  61,  veteran  of  the 
show  world  and  for  the  past  three  years 
manager  of  the  Fox  Strand  Theatre. 


Program  Indicator 
Tested  bg  FWC 

Los  Angeles — Now  a permanent  adjunct 
of  five  Fox  West  Coast  theatres,  and  so 
enthusiastically  received  that  circuit  ex- 
ecutives are  seriously  considering  simi- 
larly equipping  other  houses  in  the  chain, 
is  a new  device  dubbed  a “program  meter,” 
which  automatically  informs  prospective 
patrons  of  the  exact  point  reached  on  the 
program  at  the  time  they  buy  tickets. 

The  apparatus  was  perfected  by  Arthur 
Gross,  of  the  engineering  staff  at  the 
California  Institute  of  Technology,  and 
submitted  by  him  for  tryouts,  in  B.  Y. 
Sturdivant’s  No.  2 Los  Angeles  district  of 
FWC.  The  meter  has  been  in  operation 
at  Sturdivant’s  United  Artists,  Strand  and 
Tower  in  Pasadena  and  the  Rialto  and 
Ritz  in  South  Pasadena.  Sturdivant  de- 
clared patrons  have  welcomed  the  innova- 
tion so  heartily  that  FWC  may  increase 
its  use  of  the  machine. 

Gross’s  apparatus,  in  brief,  consists  of 
an  electric  clock  with  the  minute-hand 
removed,  mounted  within  a square  frame. 
Frame  is  grooved  and  supplied  with  small 
detachable  letters  with  which  the  name  of 
the  feature,  newsreel,  trailer,  comedy  and 
other  items  on  the  program  may  be  spelled 
out — each  point  in  the  program  being 
spotted  on  the  outer  frame  to  coincide 
with  the  exact  schedule  at  which  it  is 
being  shown,  and  indicated  by  the  clock’s 
hour  hand. 

Gross  is  seriously  considering  marketing 
the  device,  on  which  he  has  applied  for  a 
patent. 

Steinbergs  Planning  New 
One  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles — Joseph  and  William  Stein- 
berg announced  plans  for  a new  theatre 
at  74th  St.  and  Vermont  Ave.  Neither  the 
size  of  the  house  nor  starting  date  of  con- 
struction have  been  disclosed. 

William  Swanson  Opens 
Beau  Arts  on  Feb.  15, 

Los  Angeles — William  Swanson  will  open 
the  Beau  Arts  'Theatre,  at  Eighth  and 
Beacon  Sts.,  February  15.  House  has  been 
shuttered  for  several  years.  Swanson  also 
operates  the  Ojai  in  Ojai,  mountain  resort. 


A1  Pavlow  to  Construct 
An  800-Seat  Theatre 

Fullerton,  Cal. — A new  800-seat  house 
will  be  constructed  here  in  the  near  fu- 
ture by  A1  Pavlow,  former  owner  of  the 
Aliena  in  Los  Angeles.  Pavlow  has  his 
plans  drawn  up  and  ready  to  go. 

Colorado  in  Pasadena 
Is  Now  the  Bard 

Pasadena,  Cal. — The  name  of  the  Color- 
ado Theatre  here  has  been  changed  to 
Bard’s  Theatre.  The  house  is  owned  by 
Lou  and  Mike  Bard,  who  also  operate  the 
Adams  in  Los  Angeles. 
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L021  Critics  Name  Bette 
Davis,  Spencer  Tracy 

Minneapolis  — “Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs”  was  voted  the  best  picture 
of  the  year,  Bette  Davis  the  best  actress 
and  Spencer  Tracy  the  best  actor  in  the 
annual  poll  conducted  by  the  Minneapolis 
Journal,  in  which  1,021  motion  picture 
critics  from  48  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  cast  ballots. 

Miss  Davis  won  her  distinction  for  her 
performance  in  “Jezebel,”  Tracy  for  his 
role  in  “Boys  Town.” 

The  survey  was  based  on  all-American- 
made  pictures.  A nominating  committee 
of  76  editors  selected  the  “best  ten”  in  each 
classification.  The  poll  was  supervised  by 
Merle  Potter,  film  critic  of  the  Journal. 

Among  the  chosen  ten  films,  following 
“Snow  White”  in  order  of  their  final  posi- 
tion, were  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
“Boys  Town,”  “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band,”  “Marie  Antoinette,”  “Adventures 
of  Robin  Hood,”  “In  Old  Chicago,”  “Four 
Daughters,”  “Test  Pilot”  and  “A  Man  to 
Remember.” 

Actresses  included  in  the  “ten  best,” 
were  Margaret  Sullavan,  Norma  Shearer, 
Alice  Brady,  Pay  Bainter,  Deanna  Durbin, 
Katharine  Hepburn,  Ginger  Rogers,  Dani- 
elle Darrieux  and  Minnie  Dupree. 

Among  the  ten  ranking  actors,  also  in 
their  final  order,  were  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Robert  Morley,  James  Cagney,  Basil  Rath- 
bone,  Mickey  Rooney,  John  Garfield,  Wal- 
ter Brennan,  Edward  Ellis  and  Walter 
Huston. 


» IE  M V IE  R 

"Q,UNGA  DIN”  ran  up  the  biggest  busi- 
ness the  Orpheum  has  had  in  more 
than  a month  and  is  staying  a second 
week.  “Paris  Honeymoon”  had  a good 
enough  week  at  the  Denham  to  cause 
Dave  Cockrill  to  hold  it  over.  “Jesse 
James,”  after  a week  at  the  Denver,  had 
a good  enough  week  at  the  Aladdin  to  war- 
rant moving  it  back  downtown  to  the 
Paramount.  Most  films  go  to  the  small 
878-seat  Rialto  from  the  Aladdin,  but  it 
was  figured  “Jesse  James”  would  easily 
fill  the  Paramount  for  a week,  just  across 
the  street  from  the  Denver.  All  other 
first  runs  went  above  average. 

Dave  Cockrill,  owner  of  four  Denver 
houses,  has  made  several  changes  neeessi- 
tated  hy  the  resignations  of  John  Echols 
as  manager  of  the  Plaza  and  Harvey  Ar- 
lington, manager  of  the  Alpine.  Larry 
Brazier,  assistant  at  the  Plaza,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  managership;  Dave  Allen, 
assistant  at  the  Orpheum,  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  Alpine;  Joe  Gundy,  man- 
ager of  the  Park,  has  been  moved  to  the 
Denham  as  Cockrill’s  assistant  and  pub- 
licity director,  and  John  Lindhart  will 
manage  the  Park. 

A.  B.  Harris,  operator  of  several  part- 
time  spots  in  Wyoming,  was  in  town  book- 
ing. He  has  closed  the  Wyoming  in  Mc- 
Fadden,  Wyo. 

Neil  Beezley,  recently  manager  of  the 
Liberty  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  has  taken  over 
the  Grand,  Littleton,  Colo.,  from  Edwin 
Bluck. 


^HE  funeral  for  H.  T.  “Hank”  Moore  of 

the  Rialto  Theatre  in  Tacoma  was  at- 
tended by  nearly  everyone  in  Seattle  show 
business.  The  pallbearers  were  Seattle 
film  men,  Neal  Walton,  L.  J.  McGinley, 
Morrie  Segel,  J.  T.  Sheffield,  Dwight 
Spracher,  and  Keith  Beckwith.  Other 
Seattle  film  men  attending  were  Guy  Na- 
varre, Herndon  Edmond,  Eddie  Lamb,  A. 
M.  Goldstein,  Jack  Flannery,  Jack  Burke, 
Wally  Rucker,  Pete  Higgins,  Jean  Spear, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mercy  jr.  of  the  Mercy  cir- 
cuit, and  Leroy  Johnson,  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Jensen-von  Herberg  chain. 

The  Pix  Theatre  opened  it  doors  in  Co- 
lumbia City,  a Seattle  suburban,  and  the 
Business  Men’s  Club  attended  in  a body 
for  the  opening.  Special  gags  were  pulled 
and  the  principal  speakers  were  Paul  Alex- 
ander, president  of  the  club,  and  L.  J. 
McGinley,  Universal  manager,  who  repre- 
sented the  show  business. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  four  pretty  star- 
lets from  Fox  for  the  opening  of  “Tail 
Spin”  a special  “tail  spin”  luncheon  was 
held  with  a big  crowd  on  hand.  Vic  Gaimt- 
lett,  publicity  ace  for  Hamrick-Evergreen, 
was  the  toastmaster.  Among  those  present 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Severns  of  the 
sheriff’s  office,  Cecil  and  Mrs.  Gwinn  of 
Centralia;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Mercy  jr.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jean  Spear;  Edward  Wil- 
liamson, past  president  of  the  National 
Aeronautical  Ass’n;  Dr.  Frank  Parsley,  also 
a past  president  of  the  association;  Mrs. 
Dora  Skinner,  governor  of  the  Women’s 
Aeronautical  Ass’n  of  Washington;  Cora 
Sterling,  transport  pilot;  Pilots  Louise 
Patterson,  Gladys  Smith,  and  Miss  Brun- 
ton;  Lorraine  Armstrong;  Herndon  Ed- 
mond, and  many  others  including  state  and 
city  representatives. 

Bill  Fitzhenry  has  left  these  parts  for 
Salt  Lake  where  he  takes  over  the  job  of 
booker  at  the  Universal  exchange  . . . 
Speaking  of  Universal,  Gordoii  Craddock 
of  the  Portland  office  is  back  in  print.  This 
time  he  won  first  prize  in  a United  States 
and  Canadian  sales  drive.  Not  only  did  he 
get  first  for  exchange  managers,  but  his 
staff  also  came  in  for  a goodly  share  with 
R.  O.  Wilson  first  prize  for  salesmen,  Fos- 
ter Blake  sixth  for  salesman.  Al  O’Keefe 
was  second  among  district  managers,  so 
he  stopped  over  in  Portland  and  the  Uni- 
versal gang  all  celebrated. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Samuelson  and  her  daughter 
Dorothy  have  taken  up  residence  in  Los 
Angeles  where  Dorothy  is  finishing  up  on 
her  school  work  in  Santa  Monica  College 
. . . Word  received  here  tells  of  the  pass- 
ing of  Rebecca  Schlaifer,  mother  of  Jack, 
western  sales  head  for  United  Artists  . . . 
Bill  Parker  being  given  a surprise  birth- 
day party  at  midnight.  The  gang  congre- 
gated at  the  quarters  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club  . . . Dick  Marshall,  who  will 
be  remembered  here  as  manager  for  the 
Henry  Duffy  Players,  was  in  town  for  a 
few  days  ahead  of  the  Ice  Vanities  show 
. . . Captain  Lathrop  is  in  town  for  a spell. 
Cap  makes  his  headquarters  in  Anchorage, 
Alaska,  where  he  operates  a theatre  chain. 

Junior  Mercy  and  his  wee  son,  Fritz, 
planed  to  Portland  to  say  goodbye  to  Mercy 
Senior  and  his  wife.  Beryl,  who  sail  in  a 


few  days  from  San  Francisco  for  a trip 
to  New  York  via  the  canal  . . . Mike 
Berovia  postponing  a trip  to  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Popcorn  Smith  suddenly  ap- 
pearing on  the  Row  again,  but  not  for 
long.  Away  he  goes  after  more  business 
. . . Miss  Maurine  Martin,  sister  of  Mrs. 
Don  Glover  of  the  Audian  Theatre,  Pull- 
man, is  here  on  her  way  to  Honolulu  for 
a visit  . . . Ben  Shearer,  president  of  the 
Film  Club,  sending  his  notes  for  his  month- 
ly magazine  from  Palm  Springs  where  he 
is  spending  a few  weeks’  vacation.  Also 
there,  he  writes,  are  the  John  Hamricks 
and  the  Ned  Edrises. 

Activities  planned  by  the  committee  for 
the  Film  Club  include  Lincoln’s  birthday 
party  with  Bill  Parker  in  charge;  St.  Val- 
entine’s open  house  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  four  largest  members  of  the  club, 
Roy  Peacock,  Jean  Spear,  'Tubby  Griffin 
and  Tom  O’Donnell;  Washington’s  birth- 
day the  club  will  be  open  all  day  and  a 
bridge  and  poker  tournament  will  be  held. 
Committee  for  this  day  are  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Sheffield,  Manny  Segel  and  Eddie  Walton. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  another  beef 
steak  dinner  and  an  invite  has  been  ex- 
tended to  Lieut.  Commander  Gresham  of 
the  U.S.S.  Oklahoma  to  speak;  February 
24  will  be  the  third  annual  sports  clothes 
dance  to  be  held  in  the  Holland  Room  of 
the  Washington  Hotel. 


Actors  Equity  to  Probe 
FTP  Personnel  Slash 

Los  Angeles — Status  of  the  local  Fed- 
eral Tlieatres  Project,  which  recently  suf- 
fered a setback  when  orders  from  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  were  received  trimming  its 
personnel  25  per  cent,  has  taken  a new 
tui’n  with  the  disclosure  that  Actors  Equity, 
acting  on  numerous  protests  to  the  slash, 
is  undertaking  an  investigation  on  behalf 
of  its  members  who  have  been  FTP  work- 
ers. 

I.  D.  Kornblum,  coast  counsel  for  Equity, 
has  been  granted  permission  by  James 
Ullman,  southern  California  FTP  director, 
to  examine  the  project’s  personnel  books 
in  an  effort  to  determine  whether  the 
F'TP  roster,  prior  to  the  slash,  carried 
more  than  10  per  cent  non-professional 
workers.  Equity’s  contention,  according 
to  Kornblum,  is  that  90  per  cent  of  the 
FTP  personnel  should  comprise  Equity 
members.  Among  the  350  F'TP  employes 
affected  by  the  layoff  order  were  23 
Equity  members. 

Kornblum ’s  aim  also  is  to  check  the 
pruned  FTP  roster  to  see  whether  more 
non-professionals  than  the  maximum  ten 
per  cent  have  been  retained,  in  which 
case,  the  Equity  counsel  declared,  the  ac- 
tor’s organization  will  request  a revision 
of  the  lay  off  order  to  reinstate  the  23  dis- 
charged Equity  members. 


Burch  ‘‘SUPER  SHOWMAN"  Facts 

rf  something  should  happen  to  me.  think 
what  you’ve  missed.  Just  a card, 

“And  I’ll  tell  you  all” 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 
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gOOKING  visitors;  Dick  Lemucchi,  Gra- 
nada, Bakersfield;  Jack  Berman,  oper- 
ator of  the  Eastland  Tlieatres  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Los  Angeles;  Mm’ray  Haw- 
kins, managing  director  of  the  Temple  and 
Vermont  theatres;  Monty  Friend,  Mont- 
rose; Sid  Feder,  Stanley,  Long  Beach; 
L.  A.  Williams,  Meralta,  Downey;  Ronald 
Vincent,  Laguna,  Laguna  Beach;  Bob 
Leonard,  operator  of  the  Pala,  Escondido; 
Toby  Wardman,  Lux;  Charlie  Olds,  Grande, 
Arroyo  Grande;  Bill  Knotts,  Covina,  Co- 
vina; Joe  Sloat,  Maynard;  Irving  Carlin 
and  Max  Sinker,  operators  of  the  Alvar- 
ado and  Oriental;  Clarence  Mullins,  World; 
I.  Victor,  Victor,  Long  Beach  and  the 
Victor  in  Los  Angeles. 

Al  O'Keefe,  Universal's  western  district 
manager,  has  begun  a two-week  vacation 
by  staying  quietly  at  home,  resting  from 
his  business  trips  . . . Al  Bowman,  who 
recently  sold  the  Glassel  Theatre  to  Kurt 
Laemmle,  informs  his  Filmrow  friends  he 
is  looking  for  a new  house  . . . Ted  Kam- 
per,  who  books  for  U.  S.  Army  posts  as 
far  east  as  Denver,  paid  a visit  locally. 

Filmrow’s  topography  will  change  con- 
siderably February  28,  when  the  Colum- 
bia exchange  moves  in  to  the  offices  now 
occupied  by  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  So.  Cal.  and  Ariz.,  and  Grand  Na- 
tional. Tlie  ITO  will  switch  over  to  the 
upper  offices  in  the  building  now  occupied 
by  Columbia,  GN  to  take  the  lower  floor. 

Booking  visitors:  Jules  Wolf,  who  oper- 
ates the  Lincoln;  Phil  Greenbaum,  of  the 
Mecca;  Harry  Milstein,  the  Torrance,  Tor- 
rance; Ed  Patterson,  owner  of  the  Daly 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists" 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


ajid  Sierra  theatres;  Harold  Glass,  of  the 
Gordon;  Fred  Siegel,  up  from  Oceanside, 
where  he  runs  the  Palomar. 

Tobacco  stocks  are  booming.  Matt 
Freed,  operator  of  the  Tujunga  Tlieatre 
in  Tujunga,  is  passing  out  cigars  to  no- 
tify his  friends  he  became  the  father  of  a 
baby  boy,  born  this  week  and  named  Ray- 
mond . . . Grover  Parsons,  Republic’s  dis- 
trict manager,  is  in  from  a San  Francisco 
business  jaunt. 

Boris  Posner  and  Mike  Rapaport  will 
boost  admission  prices  at  their  Arlington 
Theatre  from  25  to  30  cents  April  9 . . . 
C.  T.  Lynch,  Metro  branch  manager,  hosted 
Ed  Rowley,  of  the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit, 
Pasadena,  at  luncheon. 

John  Fry,  Republic  salesman,  is  in  San 
Diego  on  a business  jaunt  . . . Other  visi- 
tors; L.  W.  Robbins,  of  the  Ritz,  Hunt- 
ington Beach  . . . Jim  Quinn,  of  the  Va- 
riety Theatre,  local  house  . . . Ned  Calvi, 
in  from  the  Plaza,  Hawthorne  . . . Jay 
Sutton,  Marcal,  Hollywood  . . . Dave 
Rector,  Ebell,  Long  Beach  . . . Manny 
Feldstein  and  Paul  Dietrich  of  Oxnard 
Theatres  Corp.  . . . Harry  Hoffman,  who 
runs  the  Soboba  in  San  Jacinto  . . . R.  L. 
Matthews,  operator  of  the  La  Paloma  in 
Encinitas. 

Paul  Swickard  of  the  Belvedere  Strand, 
a local  house,  was  a booking  visitor.  Also 
Al  Snadow,  operator  of  the  Bill  Robinson 
Theatre  on  Central  Ave.;  Joe  Sloat,  May- 
nard; E.  E.  Owen,  LaShelle  Theatre,  North 
Long  Beach. 

In  for  bookings;  Ted  Cunningham, 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers” 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratolf 
Binnie  Barnes 

“THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


manager  of  the  Empire;  Mrs.  Lena  Schatz, 
Aliena;  J.  C.  Mingus,  owner  of  the  Green 
Meadows  Theatre. 

Beth  Ginsey  has  replaced  Eula  Mae 
Erwin  as  bookkeeper  at  the  local  B.  F. 
Shearer  branch  . . . J.P.  Neist,  builder  and 
former  owner  of  the  Elite  Theatre,  Beverly 
Hills,  dropped  in  to  renew  acquaintances 
along  the  Row  . . . Walter  Kofeldt  has 
gone  to  work  as  publicity  man  for  Earl 
Strebe’s  Palm  Springs  a?id  Plaza  theatres 
in  Palm  Springs. 

Arch  Archibald  of  the  Coronado  Thea- 
tre, Coronado,  is  doing  double  duty  in 
the  cigar-passing  line.  Mrs.  Archibald 
presented  her  husband  with  twin  baby 
girls  . . . Arch  M.  Bowles,  northern  division 
manager  for  Fox  West  Coast,  has  returned 
to  San  Francisco,  after  attending  the  Na- 
tional Theatres  divisional  meeting  here. 

Ben  Peskay  was  wreathed  in  smiles  and 
reporting  that  business  has  been  extremely 
good  during  the  first  few  weeks  he  has 
been  operating  the  Palms  Theatre  in  Palms 
. . . A new  marble  machine  in  Mrs.  Mac's 
cafe,  along  the  Row,  is  drawing  a record 
crowd.  The  more  seasoned  pin-game  play- 
ers report  it's  a killer-diller  ...  In  for 
bookings;  Jo  L.  Steinbach,  Fair  Oaks  The- 
atre, Pasadena  . . . Sam  Pouris,  Rex,  Bak- 
ersfield . . . Harry  Vinnicof,  head  of  the 
Vinnicof  circuit. 


^ED  GAMBLE  busier  than  a “feather 
merchant”  with  the  Portland  alumni 
association  of  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton . . . Sammy  Siegel  tied  up  in  a con- 
ference . . . Herb  Sobottka  having  his 
hands  full  with  the  San  Carlo  opera  tak- 
ing over  the  Paramount  . . . Bob  White 
and  Tom  Shearer  talking  about  the  legis- 
lature . . . Mrs.  E.  A.  Hartman  in  town 
from  Estacada. 

Johmiy  Harvey  plenty  busy  . . . Foster 
Blake  in  eastern  Oregon  . . . “Slats"  Wilson 
“gone  South”  . . . the  visitors'  list  includ- 
ing Mrs.  Harriet  Edwards  of  Reedsport, 
Guy  Garrison  of  St.  Helens  and  B.  H. 
Basher  of  Kelso,  Wash.  . . . Kenny  Hughes, 
manager  of  the  Music  Box  Theatre,  is  ex- 
pecting to  be  a father  for  the  second  time 
. . . From  Seattle  comes  word  that  Ed 
Miller  of  RCA  is  in  the  same  boat. 

Mary  Wilkinson,  Al  Finkelstein’s  secre- 
tary, is  engaged  to  be  married — don’t  ask 
us  how  we  found  out  . . . Mose  Mesher 
handling  the  Joseph  Hofmann  advertis- 
ing . . . Al  Finkelstein  back  from  a meet- 
ing in  Los  Angeles  which  took  a week. 
He  went  down  and  came  back  with  Frank 
Newman  sr.,  of  Seattle  . . . Al’s  daughter, 
Dorothy,  came  home  from  Mt.  Hood  with 
a sprained  ankle. 

Billy  Hartford,  city  manager  of  the  State 
at  Everett,  Wash.,  was  in  Portland  during 
the  week  for  a brief  visit  . . . Zollie  VoZ- 
chalk,  former  student  athletic  manager  at 
the  University  of  Oregon,  is  now  assistant 
to  Orville  Reynolds  at  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre . . . Marian  Sobottka  is  back  from  a 
trip  to  Seattle. 

Marc  Corey  is  back  from  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  and  recuperating  nicely  after  a 
major  operation. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

' - A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 
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EVER-CHANGING  THEATRE  SCENE  IN  CHICAGO 
LOOP  APPARENTLY  HEADED  FOR  MORE  SHIFTS 


Giveaways  Legal  in  Missouri 
Without  "Chance” Element 


New  Oriental  Policy  May 
Bring  On  an  Epidemic 
Of  Double  Features 


St.  Louis — ^Attorney -General  Roy  Mc- 
Kittrick,  before  returning  to  his  offices  in 
Jefferson  City  early  in  the  week,  said  he 
would  not  oppose  “straight”  giveaways 
in  which  no  element  of  chance  is  involved. 

This  modification  of  his  views  expressed 
earlier  in  conference  with  Sheriff  A.  J. 
Lynch  of  St.  Louis  county,  means  that 
theatres  in  Missouri  that  have  been  doing 
so,  may  continue  to  give  to  their  patrons 
chinaware,  silverware,  dresserware,  cos- 
metics, etc.,  as  long  as  drawings  or  the 

Strength  to  Cause 
Of  Bank  Nights 

Madison,  Wis. — Admitting  that  “what- 
ever conclusion  is  reached  is  not  from 
reasonable  doubt,”  John  E.  Martin,  new 
state  attorney  general,  has  reversed  the 
position  of  his  predecessor  in  declaring 
Bank  Night  not  in  violation  of  the  anti- 
lottery laws. 

“It  must  be  recognized,”  Martin  said, 
“that  the  question  whether  in  plans  of 
this  type  there  exists  sufficient  considera- 
tion to  make  them  lotteries  is  subject  to 
difference  of  opinion.” 

Martin  pointed  out  his  statement  did  not 
contend  “that  the  former  opinion  (by  O. 
S.  Loomis)  is  not  correct  as  a purely  legal 
proposition;  neither  is  it  to  say  that  we 
hold  with  it.  But  in  its  application  a prac- 
tical problem  arises.  To  obtain  convic- 
tions it  is  necessary  to  convince  a jury 
beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  such  a 
scheme  is  in  fact  a lottery.  To  date,  al- 
through  there  have  been  numerous  prose- 
cutions founded  upon  that  proposition,  in 
every  instance  there  has  been  an  acquit- 
tal.” 

Presentation  of  the  question  to  the  leg- 
islature for  definite  action  seems  the  only 
recourse  “before  there  can  be  any  hope  of 
successful  prosecution,”  said  Martin. 

For  nearly  a year  Chief  Joseph  T.  Klu- 
chesky  has  been  holding  evidence  against 
21  Milwaukee  theatres  where  Bank  Night 
was  operated,  but  both  the  city  and  dis- 
trict attorneys  have  refused  to  issue  war- 
rants because  of  the  difficulty  of  prose- 
cution. 

Recently  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  resolved 
to  abandon  Bank  Night  and  similar  games 
in  Milwaukee  county  if  competitive  games, 
principally  bingo,  would  be  prohibited  in 
halls,  churches  and  taverns. 

Last  week  Dist.  Judge  Harvey  I.  Neelen 


like  aren’t  part  of  the  giveaway. 

McKittrick’s  earlier  position,  which 
brought  on  a wave  of  protests,  was  that, 
inasmuch  as  some  theatre  patrons  may  not 
know  on  what  night  a house  makes  use  of 
free  gifts  to  cash  customers,  the  proposi- 
tion contains  an  element  of  chance  which 
bans  it  from  the  state  as  a felony  under 
Missouri’s  lottery  laws. 

About  600  theatres  are  using  “straight” 
giveaways  of  various  kinds  in  Missouri  on 
one  or  more  nights  weekly. 


ruled  that  a Bingo  game  is  a raffle  within 
the  meaning  of  the  city  ordinance  and 
fined  August  Gieldon  $25  for  conducting 
a Bingo  party  at  Gahn  Prei  Hall  Decem- 
ber 21. 

“Tire  proper  manner  to  test  these  cases 
is  to  enforce  the  law,  and  if  that  doesn’t 
meet  with  public  approval,  why  we  have 
the  legislature  to  change  the  law,”  Judge 
Neelen  held. 

At  the  request  of  the  defense  attorney, 
the  court  granted  Gieldon  a 10-day  stay 
to  appeal  to  municipal  court.  The  defense 
claimed  Gieldon  had  operated  with  sanc- 
tion of  police  officials.  This  was  denied 
by  police  officers,  who  testified  the  de- 
fendant conducted  his  game  in  the  name 
of  some  church  or  charitable  organiza- 
tion, paying  a flat  rate  of  $25  to  the 
organization  for  use  of  the  name. 

Kluchesky  declares  he  will  attempt  to 
get  evidence  against  Bingo  operators  and 
police  officers  are  said  to  have  visited 
several  Milwaukee  theatres  playing  Bingo 
to  secure  evidence.  On  February  3 the 
Badger  Benevolent  Ass’n,  through  its  pres- 
ident, Lincoln  Van  Keulen,  promised  Judge 
Neelen  it  would  discontinue  its  Bingo 
games  which  it  has  been  holding  an  aver- 
age of  three  nights  a week  for  the  last 
two  years. 

At  the  same  time,  the  judge  gave  a sus- 
pended sentence  to  Van  Keulen  on  a 
charge  of  violating  the  city  ordinance  for- 
biding  lotteries.  Most  recent  game  con- 
cerning which  George  A.  Bowman,  deputy 
district  attorney,  has  requested  Attorney- 
General  Martin  for  an  opinion  is  “Spin- 
0,”  a variation  of  Bingo. 


Essaness  Sheridan 
A Convert 

Chicago — Another  recruit  for  triple 
features  joined  the  parade  here  when 
the  Essaness  Sheridan  Theatre  went  to 
three  features  over  the  weekend. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — The  ever-changing  theatre 
scene  in  the  Chicago  loop  is  apparently 
headed  for  more  shifts,  following  a suc- 
cessful two-week  test  of  duals,  and  vaude- 
ville instituted  at  the  Oriental  by  Johnny 
Jones  of  Jones,  Linick  & Schaefer. 

Mere  announcement  of  the  policy  by 
Jones  at  first  surprised  other  operators  in 
the  downtown  section.  But  surprise  fol- 
lowed surprise  when  the  policy  more  than 
worked,  despite  ordinary  bills  of  vaude- 
ville and  film  fare. 

The  main  talk  along  the  stem,  follow- 
ing the  policy  innovation,  all  adds  up 
to  one  possibility:  That  Chicago’s  first- 
run  rialto,  possibly  within  a month,  may 
be  swamped  with  an  epidemic  of  duals. 

B&K  is  known  to  be  toying  with  the 
idea  for  several  houses,  despite  the  fact 
that  singles  are  set  for  some  weeks  in 
advance  in  all  of  its  loop  show  places. 
The  State-Lake,  with  a 40-cent  top,  could 
hardly  carry  a heavy  vaudeville  load  plus 
a pair  of  pictures.  The  Chicago,  which 
has  flourished,  financially  speaking,  only 
when  playing  high-grade  features  singly, 
for  some  time  has  been  marked  for  duals. 
“Jesse  James”  has  just  pulled  the  biggest 
business  at  the  Chicago  since  “Alexander’s 
Ragtime  Band.” 

Instability  has  characterized  the  policies 
of  the  Garrick,  Apollo  and  the  Roosevelt. 
B&K  is  presently  planning  a “class”  film 
policy  for  the  Apollo,  with  Metro’s  “Pyg- 
malion” leading  off.  The  Garrick  is  re- 
ported read  for  a return  whirl  at  duals. 

United  Artists  presents  an  unusual  sta- 
bility among  the  other  theatres  in  the 
loop.  Its  policy  is  “class”  single  features. 

The  Palace  has  been  a problem  child  to 
RKO  for  many  months,  and  there  is  a 
possibility  the  house  may  go  to  duals. 
Tom  Gorman,  manager,  returning  after 
conferences  with  home  office  officials  in 
New  York,  said  the  Palace  “is  planning  no 
changes.” 


Esquire  and  Cinema 
On  Single  Features 

Chicago — The  near  north  side’s  two  the- 
atres catering  to  Gold  Coast  patrons,  the 
H.  & E.  Balaban  Esquire  and  Joe  Stern’s 
Cinema  Theatre,  are  both  back  on  single 
feature  policies  with  plans  to  keep  them 
— if  patronage  holds  up. 

The  Esquire  and  Cinema  have  experi- 
mented for  some  months  with  doubles. 


Duals  Enter  Warner 
House  in  Hammond 

Hammond,  Ind. — Warner  has  instituted 
double  features  in  the  Paramount  Thea- 
tre here,  the  first  time  for  duals  at  this 
house. 


BOXOFFICE  February  11,  1939  C 


41 


Shortage  of  Prints  in  Major 
Exchanges  Is  Complaint 


Indiana  Proposes 
A Water  Survep 


Milwaukee  — Various  independent  ex- 
hibitors here  are  complaining  because  of 
an  alleged  shortage  of  prints  in  the  hands 
of  major  exchanges. 

These  exhibitors  contend  their  booking 
dates  are  entered  by  the  exchanges  weeks 
in  advance  of  playing  time  but  that  when 
availability  arrives  the  exchanges  declare 
they  do  not  have  the  prints.  The  result, 
say  some  showmen,  is  that  they  have  been 
forced  to  play  pictures  a number  of  weeks 
after  the  original  booking  date. 

Independents  whose  theatres  are  in  cir- 
cuit house  communities  contend  the  prod- 
uct of  that  circuit  house  is  often  impos- 
sible to  secure  for  weeks  after  availability 
date  and  that  if  a request  is  made  for  it 
a day  or  so  before  availability,  it  is  flatly 
refused. 

In  some  cases  where  exhibitors  have  re- 
fused to  play  pictures  after  the  date  of 
availability,  exchanges  are  reported  to  have 
threatened  to  pull  other  films  called  for 
in  the  contract  and  slated  for  playing  at 
a later  date. 


Eckhardts  Open  Deluxer 
At  Wisconsin  Rapids 

Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wis. — Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Eckhardt,  local  exhibitors  for  the 
past  16  years,  have  opened  their  new  $125,- 
000  Wisconsin  Theatre  here. 

Lobby  and  foyer  of  the  new  800-seat 
house  were  remodeled  from  a portion  of 
the  ground  floor  of  the  former  Citizens 
National  Bank  Bldg,  purchased  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eckhardt  last  April,  while  the 
brick  and  cinder-crete  auditorium  is  en- 
tirely new. 


J.  WEISPELDT  is  observing  a fifth 
anniversary  week  for  his  Riverside  The- 
atre here.  He  has  been  in  show  business 
for  26  years  . . . Standard  Regal  Tlieatre 
Co.  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  here 
with  C.  F.  Puls  jr.,  G.  H.  Marx  and  C. 
Morse  Puls  as  incorporators. 

Milwaukeeans  attending  the  oveaing  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Eekhardt's  new  Wis- 
consin Theatre  at  Wisconsin  Rapids,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  included  Jack  Lorentz  and  Tom 
Michel,  20th  Century-Fox;  Frank  Mant- 
zke  and  Ray  Basset,  Universal;  Irvin 
Wertheimer  and  R.  Schienbaum,  Para- 
mount, and  Charles  Trampe  and  Ed  Lurie, 
Monogram-Midwest. 

Fox  is  reopening  several  of  its  houses 
around  the  state  including  the  Ozaukee 
at  Port  Washington  and  the  Davidson  at 
Beaver  Dam.  The  former  will  be  operated 
twice  a week  and  the  latter  four  times  a 
week  . . . Mrs.  Roxanna  Merritt,  widow 
of  the  late  A.  L.  Merritt,  former  Oconto 
exhibitor,  has  taken  over  the  new  Wayside 
Theatre  at  Wayside. 

William  Exton  is  now  opening  his  week- 
end programs  at  the  Kenosha  in  Kenosha 


— state  Journal  Photo 

"Humanity"  Record — 

Springfield — M.  E.  Berman,  left,  mana- 
ger of  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  is  shown 
above  in  the  governor’s  office  in  the  state 
house  in  Springfield  handing  to  Acting 
Governor  John  Stelle,  right,  a Paramount 
newsreel  print  showing  Stelle  presenting 
seven  iron  lungs  to  the  heads  of  seven 
Illinois  institutions  recently.  The  news- 
reel will  be  placed  on  file  in  the  state 
archives.  Stelle  is  acting  as  governor  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Governor  Henry  Hor- 
ner, who  is  recovering  from  an  illness  in 
Florida. 


Thompson  Buys  Avon  Theatre 

Avon,  III. — W.  C.  Thompson  of  Rose- 
ville. 111.,  has  purchased  the  Avon  'Thea- 
tre here. 


on  Fridays  with  just  two  program  changes 
a week  . . . Howard  W.  Robarge.  former 
manager  of  the  Cosmo  at  Merrill,  has 
announced  pla?is  for  a new  500-seaf  house 
at  Tomahawk. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Finney,  operator  of  the  Grand 
and  Times  at  Clintonville,  and  Mrs.  Finney 
have  gone  to  Florida  for  the  rest  of  the 
winter  . . . Charles  Winchell,  advertising 
director  of  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co., 
addressed  the  Superior  Rotary  Club,  sub- 
stituting for  Theodore  L.  Hays,  president 
of  the  firm,  who  was  ill. 

Holders  of  bonds  on  the  Hollywood  The- 
atre Bldg,  here  are  to  receive  $115.80  for 
each  $100  bond,  it  is  announced  coincident 
with  the  sale  of  the  property  to  the  Maenat 
Realty  Co.,  whose  head  is  Burt  Nathan, 
manager  of  the  house. 

Miss  Josephine  Maloney  of  the  Milwau- 
kee State  Teachers’  College,  in  an  address 
before  the  radio-better  films  committee  of 
Parent-Teachers’  associations,  declared 
children  under  seven  should  not  attend 
theatres  while  older  children  should  not 
be  in  shows  longer  than  two  hours. 


Indianapolis — Little  attention  is  being 
given  to  a bill  pending  in  the  state  legis- 
lature to  provide  funds  for  a long-time 
study  of  water  levels  in  Indiana  by  the 
state  department  of  conservation. 

The  state  geologist  reports  the  water 
level  in  the  state  is  becoming  lower  yearly, 
partly  because  of  the  increased  use  of  air- 
conditioning  equipment.  The  large  amount 
of  water  used  for  this  purpose  is  causing 
authorities  serious  concern,  they  say. 

At  present  the  state  has  no  accurate 
knowledge  on  the  supply  of  water  under 
ground  and  has  no  scientific  information 
on  the  flow  of  water  in  streams.  Ralph 
Esarey,  state  geologist,  says  “Indiana  al- 
ready is  20  years  late  in  making  the  study, 
and  action  must  be  taken  soon  if  the 
water  supplies  of  cities  and  towns  are 
to  be  protected.’’ 


Report  Wage-Hour  Bill 
Support  Retreats 

Indianapolis — Some  of  the  bills  which 
business  fears,  now  before  the  legislature, 
are  as  good  as  dead. 

The  most  important  is  the  wage-hour 
measure,  which  would  place  the  same  re- 
strictions on  intrastate  business  as  the 
federal  law  does  on  firms  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce.  The  bill  is  still  in  com- 
mittee. Its  advocates  are  reported  to  have 
given  it  up. 

'The  state  government  could  not  afford 
the  salary  boosts  in  state  institutions  which 
the  enactment  of  the  wage-hour  bill  would 
require,  it  is  reported. 


Bernard  Crivello  Will 
Redo  Alton  House 

Alton,  III. — Bernard  Crivello,  operator 
of  the  theatre  at  Bement,  111.,  has  taken 
an  option  to  lease  the  Temple  Theatre 
Bldg.  here.  Crivello  will  remodel  the  first 
and  second  floors  of  the  structure  as  well 
as  the  theatre. 

The  project  will  cost  approximately 
$80,000,  and  present  plans  call  for  com- 
plete modernization  of  the  theatre,  and 
change  of  name  to  the  Easton,  for  the 
founder  of  Alton. 


Sink  Turns  Attention 
To  Theatre  Business 

Union  City,  Ind.  — Kenneth  H.  Sink, 
manager  of  the  Miami  Theatre,  has  an- 
nounced his  resignation  from  the  Darke 
county  agricultural  conservation  board 
where  he  has  been  connected  since  1933, 
to  devote  all  his  time  to  the  theatre  busi- 
ness. He  plans  to  acquire  another  thea- 
tre or  two  shortly. 


Thomas  James  Plans  Negro  House 
St.  Louis — Plans  for  erection  of  a new 
Negro  theatre  on  Sarah  street  at  Finney 
avenue  to  cost  about  $100,000  have  been 
announced  by  Thomas  James,  who  is  the 
owner  of  the  Strand  and  Douglass  the- 
atres, which  also  cater  to  the  Negro  trade. 
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Kaufman  Testifies 


Dismissal  of  Suit  or  a Probe  of 


After  Legal  Tiff 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Under  a barrage  of  defense 
objections  Abe  Kaufman,  head  booker  for 
B&K,  was  questioned  by  independent  ex- 
hibitors’ attorneys  in  depositions  on  the 
clearance  suit  here.  But  overshadowing 
that  was  the  legal  skirmish  engaged  in  by 
defense  and  plaintiff  attorneys  over 
whether  Kaufman  should  testify  at  all. 

A battle  of  wits  between  Joseph  Rosen- 
berg, the  independents’  attorney,  and 
Robert  Golding,  B&K  lawyer,  during 
which  a hurried  appearance  was  made  be- 
fore Federal  Judge  Michael  Igoe,  resulted 
in  Kaufman  being  compelled  to  go  on  the 
stand  before  Master  in  Chancery  Charles 
McDonald. 

After  a couple  hours  on  Kaufman’s  dep- 
osition last  Saturday,  it  appeared  the 
information  obtained  was  not  so  startling 
that  such  a battle  to  prevent  or  demand 
his  appearance  was  necessary.  Rosenberg, 
harried  by  continued  objections  from 
Golding  and  Miles  Seeley,  the  latter  one 
of  the  attorneys  for  the  several  major 
companies  in  the  suit,  asked  Kaufman  gen- 
eral questions  concerning  the  run  of  pic- 
tures in  the  Chicago  loop,  neighborhood 
and  suburban  theatres.  He  sought  and  o’d- 
tained — despite  continued  objections  from 
Golding  and  Seeley — admission  prices  of 
the  various  theatres,  what  theatres  have 
prior-run  rights  over  others,  matters  con- 
cerning clearance  and  other  data. 

Through  it  all,  however,  Kaufman  would 
not  admit  Chicago  has  such  a plan  of  film 
releasing  known  as  the  “Chicago  clearance 
system.”  And  through  it  all,  too,  sat  Kauf- 
man’s personal  physician.  Dr.  T.  J.  Coogan, 
originally  brought  to  the  hearing  by  Gold- 
ing to  testify  to  the  B&K  booker’s  in- 


Plaintiff Books  to  Be  Asked 


ability  to  appear  as  a witness  because  of 
ill  health.  After  several  threatening  ges- 
tures by  Rosenberg  to  return  again  to 
Federal  Judge  Igoe  with  a “show  cause” 
order  to  place  Kaufman  in  contempt  of 
court  if  he  did  not  testify,  Golding  gave  up 
with  “all  right,  it  is  your  responsibility.” 
At  no  time  would  Rosenberg  agree  to  per- 
mit Dr.  Coogan  to  testify  as  to  Kaufman’s 
physical  condition. 

The  fireworks  started  originally  last 
Friday,  after  Rosenberg  had  asked  the 
B&K  booker  his  name.  Golding  said; 

“I  object  to  the  witness  answering  any 
more  questions,  and  the  basis  for  the  ob- 
jection is  that  it  has  become  apparent 
by  the  statements  of  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiffs that  the  plaintiffs  have  abandoned 
their  case;  that  they  do  not  expect  to  prove 
the  essential  elements  which  it  is  neces- 
sary for  them  to  prove  to  maintain  an 
action,  and  that  the  bill  of  complaint  con- 
sequently should  be  dismissed  by  the  court ; 
and  for  the  further  ground  that  each  and 
every  one  of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  action, 
because  of  prior  proceedings  and  state- 
ments made  on  their  behalf,  have  misled 
the  court  in  connection  with  their  pro- 
posed cause  of  action,  and  each  and  every- 
one of  the  plaintiffs  are  now  in  contempt 
of  court;  and  consequently  are  not  entitled 
to  the  assistance  of  a court  of  equity;  and 
I advise  the  witness  not  to  answer  any 
more  questions.” 

That  was  the  signal  for  a round  of  heat- 
ed discussion  between  Rosenberg  and  Gold- 
ing, during  which  both  admonished  each 
other  “not  to  get  personal.” 

In  the  afternoon  the  scene  shifted  to 
Judge  Igoe’s  court,  where  over  the  insist- 
ent objections  of  both  Golding  and  Seeley, 
Kaufman  was  ordei’ed  to  appear  for  depo- 
sition. 


Chicago  — A request  of  Federal  Judge 
Wilkerson  for  either  dismissal  of  the  in- 
dependent clearance  suit  against  Balaban 
& Katz,  et  al.,  on  grounds  that  no  special 
or  actual  damage  has  been  shown  or  for 
permission  to  examine  the  books  and  rec- 
ords of  plaintiff  exhibitors,  was  to  high- 
light action  at  the  Friday  session  in 
court  here,  Robert  Golding,  B&K  attorney, 
told  Boxoffice. 

Limitation  in  the  scope  of  depositions  to 
exclude  data  on  profits  and  losses  was  to 
be  sought  by  Joseph  Rosenberg  and  Aaron 
Stein,  these  plaintiff  attorneys  said; 

Other  acts  in  the  legal  play  were  to  be 
additional  depositions  from  Abe  Kauf- 
man, B&K  booker,  and  several  branch 
managers  of  major  companies.  Among  the 
latter  were  expected  to  be  Jack  Osserman 
of  RKO  and  Clyde  Eckhardt  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. 


Teslimony  Limitation  Plea 
Is  Answered  by  B&K 

Chicago — Answers  to  the  petition  of  the 
independents’  claim  that  testimony  be 
limited  in  the  taking  of  their  depositions 
in  the  clearance  suit  have  been  filed  by 
B&K  and  the  major  companies. 

The  answers  review  numerous  questions 
asked  by  B&K  and  major  company  at- 
torneys of  the  many  independent  exhibi- 
tors already  questioned  in  the  taking  of 
depositions. 

The  answers,  as  well  as  the  original  pe- 
tition to  limit  the  scope  of  questions,  were 
to  be  acted  upon  by  Judge  James  Wilker- 
son in  federal  court  this  week. 


Extend  William  Keighley 

Hollywood — Warner  Bros,  has  extended 
the  directorial  pact  of  William  Keighley. 


At  Metro  Goodwill  Luncheon — 


Indianapolis — Another  of  the  series  of 
goodwill  get-together  luncheons  for  the 
various  theatre  circuits  in  the  Indianapolis 
territory  planned  by  W.  W.  Willman, 
M-G-M  branch  manager  here,  was  held 
recently  with  members  of  the  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc.,  as  guests.  Theatrical  Man- 
agers, Inc.,  represents  numerous  Indiana 
houses. 

'Those  attending  the  luncheon  at  the 
Lincoln  Hotel  are  shown  clockwise ; Wayne 
R.  Harman,  Ritz  Theatre,  North  Manches- 


ter, Ind.;  Bill  McCarrell,  Indiana  Theatre, 
Bedford;  Melvin  B.  Grundy,  Rivoli,  Mun- 
cie;  D.  S.  MacLeod,  M-G-M  booker;  Ralph 
Ripps,  M-G-M  booker;  Jerome  A.  Adams 
and  H.  A.  Wagner,  M-G-M  salesman; 
F.  B.  Gauker,  M-G-M  office  manager; 
Harold  H.  Marshall,  M-G-M  Indianapolis 
exploiteer;  Marc  J.  Wolf,  general  mana- 
ger, Theatrical  Managers,  Inc.;  Wade  W. 
Willman,  M-G-M  branch  manager;  Sam 
Gardner,  M-G-M  salesman;  A.  R.  Blocher, 
booker  and  buyer  for  Theatrical  Mana- 


gers; Don  Ballard,  Lyric  Theatre,  Sulli- 
van, Ind.;  Marvin  Merrill,  Royal,  New 
Castle;  Bud  C.  Doughty,  Lyric,  Winches- 
ter; Ray  Brenner,  Castle,  New  Castle,  Ind.; 
Rex  Young,  main  office,  T.  M.,  Inc.;  Leon- 
ard S.  Sowar,  city  manager,  T.  M.,  Inc., 
Muncie;  Ray  Howard,  Princess,  Blooming- 
ton, Ind.,  and  Frank  A.  Millspaugh,  Strand, 
Muncie.  Not  in  the  picture  were  ’Vic  Sicilia, 
Hoosier,  and  W.  F.  Borns,  Wysor  Grand 
Theatres,  Muncie.  Speakers  included  Will- 
man,  Wolf  and  Marshall. 
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Depositions  From 
19  lA  Members 

St.  Louis — Depositions  have  been  taken 
from  the  19  lATSE  members  who  recent- 
ly filed  a suit  to  oust  John  P.  Nick,  vice- 
president,  and  his  associates  from  the 
control  of  the  local.  The  hearings  were 
before  Milton  Yawitz,  an  attorney,  who 
is  acting  as  special  commissioner  for  that 
purpose.  The  depositions  were  requested 
by  Nick  and  his  chief  counsel,  Paul  Dillon. 

The  testimony  was  taken  with  news- 
papermen barred.  The  purpose  was  to 
ascertain  the  reasons  why  the  men  who 
filed  the  suit  consider  Nick  and  Clyde 
Weston,  business  agent  for  MPMO  No. 
143,  unfit  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
local. 

Nick,  on  crutches  as  the  result  of  a 
recent  attack  of  arthritis,  has  been  an 
attendant  at  all  the  hearings. 

The  indictment  which  charged  Nick  and 
State  Representative  Edward  M.  Brady 
with  extortion  in  connection  with  an  al- 
leged $10,000  shakedown  of  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  owners  in  1936  was  filed  by 
the  grand  jury  in  the  circuit  court  on 
February  4.  It  charges  that  a demand  of 
a $30  a week  pay  increase  for  each  union 
projectionist  in  every  theatre  in  the  city 
preceded  the  $10,000  payment  allegedly 
made  to  Brady  at  a local  bank,  as  has 
been  printed. 

List  of  Witnesses 

Names  of  witnesses  who  may  be  called 
to  prove  the  state’s  case  against  Nick  and 
Brady  were  indorsed  on  the  indictment. 
They  are:  Henry  J.  Holloway  of  the  Gem 
and  Overland  theatres;  Adolph  Rosecran, 
Princess  Theatre;  Benjamin  Pautler,  King 
Bee  Theatre;  Louis  K.  Ansell  of  Ansell 
Brothers,  operators  of  Empress,  Ritz  and 
Varsity  theatres;  Clarence  Kaimann  of  the 
Bremen,  Circle,  Lowell,  O’Fallon  and 
Salisbury  theatres;  Louis  Landau,  former- 
ly with  Maryland  Theatre;  Fred  Wehren- 
berg,  of  the  Cinderella,  Melba,  Michigan 
and  Virginia  theatres;  Walter  A.  Thim- 
mig,  McNair  Theatre;  Louis  C.  Hehl,  local 
MPTO  secretary;  Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  St. 
Louis  head  of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests, operators  of  the  Ambassador,  Fox, 
St.  Louis  and  Missouri  theatres  and  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.;  Max  Sabowski, 
Fairy  Theatre;  Nelson  Cunliff,  who  was 
trustee  in  bankruptcy  for  Skouras  Bros. 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  formerly  president 
of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.;  Thomas 
James  of  New  Strand  and  Douglass  the- 
atres; Chris  Efthim  of  the  Star  Theatre; 
Clarence  Groeteke  of  Webster  Theatre; 
Robert  Tomsen,  projectionist  and  former 
business  agent  of  Local  No.  143  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Brandt,  secretary  of  the  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Union,  with  which  No. 
143  is  affiliated. 

In  the  meantime.  Attorney  General  Roy 
McKittrick,  who  has  been  conducting  an 
investigation  into  crime  conditions  in  St. 
Louis  has  gone  to  Kansas  City,  leaving 
his  first  assistant,  J.  E.  Taylor,  and  an- 
other assistant,  Franklin  E.  Reagan,  in 
charge  of  the  probe. 

Before  leaving,  McKittrick  talked  to 


The  Main  Course 


St.  Louis — The  showmanship  approach 
as  revealed  by  a perusal  on  one  day’s  re- 
cent newspaper  advertising: 

The  Virginia  Theatre,  California  Col- 
ored Ware  and  two  feature  pictures; 
Apollo,  $1.00  value  Tangerine  plate  and 
two  features;  Savoy  at  Ferguson,  Mo.,  Van- 
ity Ware  and  two  features;  Studio,  Vanity 
Ware  and  two  features;  O’Fallon  and 
Baden,  tablecloths  or  Hubere  cosmetics; 
Pauline,  dinnerware;  Bremen  and  Salis- 
bury, initialed  chinaware;  Janet  and  Cir- 
cle, Formal  Floral  Dresserware;  LoweU, 
chinaware;  Bridge,  El  Patio  ware;  Pow- 
hatan at  Maplewood,  “Mexicaliware.” 

Ten  other  neighborhood  and  suburban 
houses  advertised  various  types  of  prem- 
iums, while  several  others  proclaimed  bar- 
gain night  by  offering  an  evening’s  enter- 
tainment at  10  and  15  cents. 


members  of  the  theatre  ushers  union,  an 
lATSE  affiliate.  Some  members  of  this 
union  recently  sought  to  force  a new 
election  of  officers  but  were  informed  by 
Clyde  Weston,  that  the  officers  elected  in 
May,  1937,  will  serve  for  four  years  un- 
der an  AFL  ruling. 

McKittrick  also  has  revealed  that  he  is 
seeking  to  identify  a mysterious  “Mr. 
Johnson”  who  is  said  to  be  the  keyman 
in  an  alleged  $6,500  payment  said  to  have 
forestalled  a wage  increase  for  motion 
picture  machine  operators  in  1937. 

The  1937  fund  was  separate  and  dis- 
tinct from  the  “defense”  fund  from  which 
the  alleged  $10,000  payment  to  Represen- 
tative Brady  is  said  to  have  been  made 
in  1936.  Collectors  of  the  1937  fund  were 
Clarence  Kaimann  and  Walter  Thimmig. 
In  keeping  with  instructions  said  to  have 
been  received  over  the  telephone,  Thim- 
mig is  reported  to  have  informed  McKit- 
trick he  paid  the  $6,500  to  “Johnson”  on 
Olive  St.  It  is  said  that  McKittrick  has 
established  the  original  demands  in  1937 
was  for  $10,000,  but  that  the  theatre  men 
were  able  to  raise  only  $6,500. 


Report  Browne  Reluctant 
To  Permit  Investigation 

St.  Louis — Advices  from  Miami,  Fla., 
quote  William  Green,  president  of  the 
AFL,  as  stating  that  George  Browne, 
president  of  the  lATSE,  refuses  to  per- 
mit the  AFL’s  executive  council  from  con- 
ducting an  investigation  into  the  affairs 
of  Local  No.  143  here.  A request  for 
an  investigation  was  made  in  a resolution 
adopted  by  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Union  here  two  weeks  ago. 

Art  Wartha  Convalescing 
At  LaPorte,  Indiana 

LaPorte,  Ind. — Art  Wartha,  city  mana- 
ger of  the  Roxy  and  Fox  theatres  for 
Indiana-Illinois  Theatres,  is  convalescing 
after  an  emergency  appendectomy  which 
he  underwent  at  Holy  Family  Hospital 
here. 


New  Sound  at  Henry 

Henry,  III. — New  sound  equipment  has 
been  installed  in  the  Henry  Theatre  here. 


Exhibitor  Defends 
Bank  Night,  Duals 

Miami — Coincident  with  the  Florida 
State  supreme  court’s  decision  outlawing 
Bank  Night  in  the  state,  comes  a strong 
statement  in  defense  of  the  idea.  Jack 
Miller,  well-known  Chicago  exhibitor  and 
former  president  of  the  Chicago  Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass’n,  who  is  vacationing  here  on  the 
beach,  stated  his  conviction  that  “Bank 
Nite  Tonite”  was  the  “greatest  motion  pic- 
ture” ever  invented. 

“It  was  an  unhappy  day  for  theatremen 
when  Bank  Night  was  outlawed,  for  it 
enabled  many  an  independent  exhibitor 
to  make  a profit  which  he  otherwise  never 
would  have  obtained,”  Miller  declared. 

“And,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said 
against  it,  the  double-feature  bill  still 
constitutes  a powerful  drawing  card,”  he 
added,  explaining  that  this  was  especially 
true  among  patrons  imder  35.  “Over  that 
age  they  don’t  want  their  entertainment  in 
wholesale  lots,  but  children,  young  swains 
a-courting  and  young  husbands  and  wives 
operating  on  a restricted  budget,  insist 
that  the  admission  they  pay  at  a theatre 
embrace  an  entire  evening’s  entertain- 
ment.” 

Miller  made  light  of  the  “block  book- 
ing bugaboo,”  expressing  his  belief  that  it 
was  a “spook  scared  up  by  independent 
exhibitors  to  attract  attention  to  them- 
.selves.”  Without  block  booking,  independ- 
ents would  be  far  worse  off  than  they 
are  today,  he  contended. 

“Local  conditions  in  Miami  are  not  good 
for  the  picture  business,  for  in  order  to 
make  money,  independent  exhibitors  must 
get  their  pictures  quickly  before  they  have 
turned  stale  with  the  public,”  he  replied 
when  questioned  about  his  feeling  in  the 
pending  legal  battle  here  between  chain 
and  independent  operators. 

Miller  and  his  wife,  and  their  guests, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Shipman  of  Itasca, 
111.,  are  remaining  in  Miami  during  Feb- 
ruary. 


Pitner  and  Barnes  Plan 
New  Fairfield  House 

St.  Louis — Plans  for  a new  theatre  in 
Fairfield  are  being  studied  by  Pitner  and 
Barnes,  at  present  operating  the  450-seat 
Strand  in  Fairfield. 

At  Mountain  Grove,  V.  P.  Moody  is  re- 
building his  fire-damaged  Cameo  'Theatre. 
The  new  house  will  include  two  shops, 
the  site  for  which  is  now  being  cleared. 

Plans  for  the  remodeling  of  the  thea- 
tre at  Belle,  Mo.,  are  under  consideration. 


Dick  Vlastos  Proposes 
Second  Fowler  House 

Fowler,  Ind. — Dick  Vlastos,  who  owns 
and  operates  a theatre  here,  two  in  Knox, 
and  another  in  Williamsport,  has  an- 
nounced plans  to  erect  a second  house  in 
Fowler.  Razing  of  the  old  Gay  Hotel  Bldg., 
the  site  of  the  new  theatre,  will  start 
about  February  15. 
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New  Policy  Problem 
Confronts  Trade 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — Speculation  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  loop  subsequent  runs  and  the  subur- 
ban houses,  should  other  first-runs  follow 
the  lead  set  by  the  Oriental,  and  intro- 
duce de  luxe  dual  presentations,  is  occu- 
pying the  Chicago  trade.  Feeding  the 
speculation  is  the  reported  possibility  of 
one  or  two  other  houses  in  the  loop  go- 
ing dual  at  55  cents  top. 

In  the  scramble  to  keep  grosses  bol- 
stered, a standard  pillar  for  the  down- 
town subsequent  runs  (like  the  Woods, 
Clark,  Monroe,  McVickers,  LaSalle  and 
others)  and  the  suburban  houses,  has  been 
the  policy  of  double  features. 

One  solution — a harsh  one  from  the  ex- 
hibitor’s viewpoint — already  is  pointed  out 
by  the  six  to  12  theatres  in  Chicago  that 
have  turned  to  triple  features. 

The  efficacy  of  premiums,  already  ex- 
ploited to  a high  degree,  also  is  ques- 
tionable when  duals,  with  perhaps  stage 
shows , will  be  available  at  the  de  luxe 
loop  houses  for  40  to  55  cents. 

Greet  “Tail  Spin"  Flyers 
With  Rousing  Welcome 

Chicago — Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  fly- 
ing squadron  of  feminine  starlets  and 
aviatrices  received  an  enthusiastic  wel- 
come during  their  one-day  stay  in  the 
interests  of  “Tail  Spin,”  which  opened 
Friday  at  the  Roosevelt. 

In  the  troupe  were  Joan  Valerie,  Lil- 
lian Porter,  Dorothy  Bearing,  Helen  Eric- 
son  and  Ruth  Nichols  and  Margo  Bain 
Tanner,  the  latter  two  professional  flyers. 
Among  those  who  met  them  here  were 
Jane  Ray  and  Mae  Wilson,  prominent  Chi- 
cago women  flyers.  Mayor  Edward  J. 
Kelly,  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th  Century-Fox 
branch  manager,  and  airline  officials. 

Miss  Nichols  presented  the  recent  win- 
ner of  the  Chicago  Daily  Times  miniature 
plane  indoor  endurance  contest  with  a 
“Tail  Spin”  trophy.  In  the  evening,  20th 
Century-Fox  hosted  daily  paper  critics  and 
the  trade  press  at  the  Blackstone  Hotel. 

Tax  Suit  Over  Oriental 
Site  in  Circuit  Court 

Chicago — In  circuit  court  before  Judge 
Cornelius  J.  Harrington  is  the  case  of  the 
Levi  Mayer  estate  against  the  Metropolis 
Theatre  Co.  of  New  York  over  back  taxes 
allegedly  due  on  the  ground  at  32  W. 
Randolph  St.,  the  site  of  the  Oriental 
Theatre  Bldg.  It  is  understood  that  the 
amount  still  due  is  about  $45,000.  It  has 
been  referred  to  a master  in  chancery. 


George  S.  Strieker 

Richmond,  Ind. — George  S.  Strieker, 
stage  manager  of  the  Tivoli  Theatre  here 
for  14  years,  and  active  in  union  affairs, 
died  recently  at  his  home.  He  had  been 
employed  by  several  Chicago  theatres,  and 
was  a circus  advance  agent  for  seven 
years. 


SEVERAL  local  exhibitors  and  managers 

are  expected  to  enter  the  M-G-M  short 
subject  exploitation  competition.  The  two 
awards  to  be  given  are  an  air-trip  to 
either  the  M-G-M  studios  or  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair,  and  a Bermuda  cruise  . . . 
CAPA  will  hold  a Valentine’s  Day  party 
next  Tuesday  night  at  its  clubrooms. 

Bermy  Baker  is  currently  starring  at  the 
Hi-Hat  . . . Wayne  Morris  and  his  wife, 
the  former  Bubbles  Schnaissi,  and  Dixie 
Dunbar  were  at  the  President’s  Birthday 
Party  here  at  the  Sherman  Hotel  . . . 
New  seats  have  been  installed  by  Sol  Katz 
in  the  mezzanine  of  the  United  Artists 
Theatre. 

Henry  Herbel,  formerly  Universal 
branch  manager  here  and  now  in  the  same 
capacity  for  Warners  in  San  Francisco, 
made  Louis  Sobol’s  national  column,  run- 
ning locally  in  the  Herald  and  Examiner, 
as  one  of  the  “about-the-town”  guides 
who  squired  Sobol  about  while  he  was  in 
Golden  Gate  City. 

Tony  Caputo  and  Ralph  Saunders  of 
Pathe  News  had  only  to  go  a block  from 
their  office  to  make  storm  shots.  One  of 
the  biggest  traffic  tieups  as  a result  of  the 
storm  was  at  12th  and  Michigan. 

It’s  “Air  Cadet”  Clyde  Eckhardt  now. 
The  20th  Century-Fox  branch  manager 
was  so  “decorated”  by  the  Chicago  Times, 
after  the  “Tail  Spin”  crew  visited  the 
air  cadet  headquarters  at  the  paper. 

Indiana- Illinois  Theatres  has  reopened 
its  Vogue  Theatre  in  East  Chicago.  The 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
31S-I7  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

113G-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— card  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


house  has  been  completely  remodeled  . . . 
Gertrude  Studdert,  secretary  to  Walter 
Immerman  at  B&iK,  is  at  her  home  con- 
valescing after  a recent  appendicitis  op- 
eration. 

Dave  Balaban  is  enjoying  a three  weeks’ 
West  Indies  cruise  with  his  wife  . . . The 
B&K  Employes  Club  will  hold  a Valentine 
Day  Roller  Skating  Party  at  the  Arcadia 
Gardens  Monday  night.  Preceding  the 
skating  party,  the  southside  basketball 
team  will  meet  the  north  side  team  in 
the  first  of  the  play-off  series  for  the  club 
basketball  championship. 

C.  C.  Pyle,  of  “Bunyon”  Derby  fame, 
who  died  last  week  in  Los  Angeles,  once 
operated  a theatre  in  Champagne,  III. 
Pyle  also  had  the  Ripley  Odditorium  at 
the  Chicago  World’s  Fair  and  sold  Seeburg 
Organs  to  exhibitors  m this  territory. 

Rube  Levine  is  vacationing  in  Miami 
Beach  for  a month  . . . RKO’s  “Gunga 
Din”  was  held  over  this  week  at  the 
Palace:  M-G-M’s  “Idiot’s  Delight,”  ditto 
at  the  United  Artists;  while  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “Jesse  James”  goes  a third  loop 
week,  being  moved  from  the  Chicago  to 
the  Garrick. 

John  Mednikow  is  now  handling  special 
40x60  and  30x40  process  posters  for  Pho- 
toplay Advertising,  at  his  Trailer-Made 
Office  on  Filmrow  . . . Lupe  Velez,  orig- 
inally scheduled  to  head  the  new  show  at 
the  Chez  Paree  here,  is  out,  ostensibly 
because  of  illness.  Replacing  her  in  the 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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MILES,  Universal  home  office  repre- 
sentative, spent  several  days  at  the 
local  branch  . . . The  Tacoma  Theatre  of 
the  Tamler  circuit  has  been  sold  to  Sid- 
ney Ackerman. 

Betty  Irwin  and  Dorothy  Robbvis  of 
the  Warner  office  staff  and  two  employes 
in  the  inspection  department  are  on  the 
sick  list.  Marie  Smith,  formerly  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.,  has  been  added  to  the  office 
staff  . . . Local  bookers  held  their  monthly 
get-together  at  the  home  of  Foster  Gauker. 

William  Blum,  RKO  publicity  represent- 
ative, spent  the  week  here  handling  ex- 
ploitation on  “Gunga  Din,”  which  has 
opened  at  the  Indiana  . . . Ralph  Abbott, 
Jam  Handy  representative,  was  on  Film- 
row. 

The  Ardy  Theatre,  Pierceton,  Ind.,  has 
closed  . . . George  Kinney,  formerly  in 
amateur  booking,  has  acquired  the  Udell 
Theatre  here,  which  has  been  dark  for 
some  time.  Opening  date  is  unaiinounced. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Olson  leave  the 
middle  of  the  month  for  a vacation  in 
Florida.  Ted  Nicholas  will  direct  the  Lyric 
in  their  absence.  Nicholas  recently  spent 
several  days  in  Chicago  and  Dayton,  Ohio, 
reviewing  stage  shows. 

Elmo  Tanner,  with  Ted  Weems’  band 
appearing  at  the  Lyric,  was  married,  be- 
tween acts,  to  Eleanor  Jones,  a school 
teacher  from  Birmingham,  Ala.  It  was  a 
“time  out’’  proposition.  Between  the  first 
and  second  shows,  they  obtained  the  li- 
cense. Between  the  second  and  third  shows, 
he  bought  the  ring.  Between  the  third 
and  fourth  shows,  they  merged.  Tanner  is 
a whistling  star.  Twice,  we  should  add. 

The  Capitol-Monogram  exchange,  man- 
aged by  Carl  Harthill,  has  moved  to  404 
N.  Illinois  St.  The  new  quarters  have 
been  remodeled  ...  A seven-pound  boy 
was  born  to  Mrs.  Ben  Hopkins,  wife  of 
the  manager  of  Ger-Bar  Equipment  Co., 
on  February  1 at  the  Methodist  Hospital. 


To  Change  Theatres'  Names 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — The  Frisina  Amuse- 
ment Co.  of  Springfield,  which  recently 
leased  the  Columbia  and  State  theatres, 
have  decided  to  change  the  names  of  these 
houses.  The  house  at  2500  State  St.,  which 
is  now  dark,  undergoing  remodeling,  etc., 
when  it  reopens  this  week  will  be  known 
as  the  Esquire,  and  the  house  at  1501 
State  St.  will  be  remodeled  and  is  to  be 
renamed  the  Roxy. 


'Gunga  Din  Overtakes 
'Snow  White' 

Chicago — Doing  SRO  business  every 
day,  RKO's  "Gunga  Din”  was  out- 
distancing the  business  done  here  by 
“Snow  White,”  in  its  first  week  at  the 
Palace  Theatre.  While  total  dollar  fig- 
ures do  not  quite  hit  those  made  by 
"Snow  White,"  individual  performance 
totals  are  more  since  "Gunga  Din,”  is 
playing  five,  not  seven,  daily. 


Sniping  Again 


Chicago — Columnists  and  cartoonists  in 
the  city  are  potshotting  the  “movies”  again. 

Otis  Chatfield-Taylor  on  the  Herald  and 
Examiner  recently  quoted  a Jack  Belasco 
with  the  “news”  that  show  business  in 
Chicago  “is  so  bad  they’re  going  to  close 
half  the  movie  theatres.  If  the  experiment 
works,  they’ll  close  the  other  half.” 

Lichty,  the  King  Features’  cartoonist,  in 
his  “Grin  and  Bear  It”  cartoon  in  the 
Daily  Times  showed  a group  of  production 
executives  conferring  in  Hollywood  with 
the  catchline:  “I  got  the  script  of  the 
year  here — a sure  smash  hit!  In  my  esti- 
mation it  won’t  require  a single  dish  to 
be  given  away.” 


Osserman  Will  Helm 
Film  Relief  F und 

Chicago — Jack  Osserman  has  accepted 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Chicago  Film  Re- 
lief Fund,  to  be  inaugurated  as  soon  as 
a complete  checkup  has  been  made  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  Jack  Kirsch  testimonial 
dinner  of  last  December. 

Kirsch  said  that  the  committee  which 
Osserman  will  head  and  which  will  in- 
clude two  or  three  others,  chosen  from  a 
non-sectarian  viewpoint,  will  administer 
the  funds  for  the  needy  of  the  Chicago 
branch  of  the  industry. 


"Mayerling"  Initialer 
For  Filmarte  Guild 

Indianapolis — “Mayerling,”  French  film 
starring  Charles  Boyer  and  Danielle  Dar- 
rieux,  is  the  first  in  a series  of  foreign 
films  that  the  newly  organized  Filmarte 
Guild,  a non-profit  organization,  will  pre- 
sent monthly  at  the  Indianapolis  Ath- 
letic Club,  Invitations  announce  the  first 
showing  for  Febioiary  28. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

show  that  opened  Friday  night  were  Helen 
Morgan  and  Benny  Fields. 

The  headline  should  read,  “Warner  Pro- 
duction Up,  Release  Date — Feb,  4,  1939,” 
In  other  words,  Harry  Mandel,  Warner 
booker,  is  finally  a proud  papa,  and 
“proud,”  is  the  word,  for  it  was  a BOY, 
51/2  pounds,  name,  Michael  Dennis  . , . 
There’s  collusion  between  the  Warner 
theatre  and  picture  offices,  too.  Dave 
Zook,  theatre  department  chief  engineer, 
pulled  a fast  one  when  he  and  Miss 
Amelia  Rak  of  the  picture  department 
were  married  the  other  day. 

Bill  Bishop,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bishop, 
the  former  Evalyn  Ford  of  Detroit,  was 
back  on  the  fob  this  week  at  M-G-M. 
They  are  temporarily  at  home  at  the 
Stevens  Hotel.  Norman  Pyle,  who  has  been 
pinch-hitting  for  Bishop,  has  been  tem- 
porarily assigned  to  the  Michigan  terri- 
tory and  will  handle  exploitation  on  sev- 
eral test  engagements  of  M-G-M’s  “Hono- 
lulu” in  Butterfield  towns. 


SPR’GIIFIIIIEIUO 

"JESSE  JAMES”  did  such  big  business 
at  the  Fox-Lincoln  Theatre  the  first 
week  (despite  a heavy  snow  that  tied  up 
traffic),  that  A.  R.  Zimmer,  manager, 
decided  to  hold  it  over  for  another  week. 

The  Strand- Senate  eager s lost  a thril- 
ling 37  to  35  scrap  to  an  Athens  quintet 
February  1 at  Kumler  gymnasium. 

The  new  feather  vogue  in  women’s  hats 
has  been  annoying  theatre  patrons  so  much 
that  the  Illinois  State  Journal  condemned 
the  “feather  bearers”  in  an  editorial.  Dave 
Jones,  advertising  manager  for  the  Kera- 
sotes  Bros,  theatres,  clipped  the  editorial 
and  posted  it  on  the  Senate  Theatre  bul- 
letin board.  No  further  report  has  been 
made  on  the  “feather”  situation. 


Late  Charles  K,  Cregier 
Pioneered  "Talkies" 

Chicago — Charles  K.  Cregier,  head  of  the 
city  electrical  inspection  department  since 
1930,  who  died  recently,  was  a pioneer  in 
talking  picture  development. 

In  1906  he  began  by  harnessing  the 
phonograph  and  the  motion  picture  pro- 
jector. In  1915  he  was  awarded  patents. 
They  are  now  before  the  supreme  court  on 
a basis  claim  as  the  forerunner  of  modern 
talking  pictures. 

Aiding  him  in  his  work  was  an  amateur 
photographer.  Miss  Evalyn  Atkins,  who 
later  became  his  wife. 

Republic's  Bowlers 
Keep  Big  Lead 

Chicago — Republic’s  bowling  team  con- 
tinues to  shine  in  the  Film  Bowling  League 
and  after  trimming  Photoplay  three 
straight  last  week  is  now  leading  by  nine 
games.  The  entire  Republic  team,  con- 
sisting of  Dreiffus,  Hermer,  Jurka,  Nardi 
and  Kirsch,  each  collected  over  500  pins, 
bowling  a team  total  of  2,673. 

Paramount,  which  has  been  dropping 
fast,  lost  three  to  Universal,  which  puts 
the  latter  in  a two-way  tie  for  second 
with  Film  Carriers,  who  took  two  from 
National  Screen,  Essaness  is  moving  up 
fast  toward  second,  and  took  three  from 
20th  Century-Fox. 


Install  Dual  Hearing  Aids 

Chicago — Jones,  Linick  & Schaefer  have 
installed  hearing  aids  in  the  Oriental  The- 
atre here  which  may  be  used  by  patrons 
for  either  the  films  or  vaudeville  aids. 


Exceed  Quota  in 
Fund  Drive 

Chicago — The  amusement  industry's 
quota  of  $100,000,  in  the  $2,000,000- 
Chicago  Jewish  Welfare  Fund  refugee 
drive,  has  been  reached  and  passed. 
This  week  the  total  had  passed  the 
$101,500  mark,  and  Chairman  Jock 
Kirsch  said  that  he  had  voluntarily 
upped  the  quota  to  between  $115,000 
and  $125,000. 
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Chicago's  March  Releases 


Chicago — Feature  releases  for  the  Chicago  territory,  during  the  month  of  March,  are 
announced  as  follows: 


WEEK  OF  MARCH  5 

3813— Say  It  in  French — R.  Milland,  O.  Bradna,  I.  Hervey,  J.  Beecher 69-Para 

3817 — Artists  and  Models  Abroad — J.  Benny,  J.  Bennett,  Yacht  Club  Boys 96-Para 

912— Shining  Hour — J.  Crawford,  M.  Douglas,  M.  Sullavan,  Robt.  Young 77-M-G-M 

911 — Spring  Madness — L.  Ayres,  M.  O'Sullivan,  B.  Meredith,  R.  Hussey 67-M-G-M 

371 — Torchy  in  Chinatown — G.  Farrell,  B.  MacLane,  T.  Kennedy,  H.  O'Neil 58-FN 

9038 — North  of  Shanghai — B.  Furness,  D.  Curtis,  J.  Downing,  K.  Luke 58-Col 

3036 — His  Exciting  Night — C.  Ruggles,  O.  Munson,  M.  Rosenbloom 61-Univ 

948 — Peck's  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus — T.  Kelly,  A,  Gillis,  E.  Kennedy 68-RKO 

841 — Western  Jamboree — Gene  Autry,  S.  Burnette.  J.  Frisco  60-Rep 

3801— Gangster's  Boy — J.  Cooper,  R,  Warwick,  L.  Gilman,  L.  Lorimer 81-Mono 

— Young  Blood — Bob  Steele  Western  58-Mono 

— Ingagi — Jungle  Epic  SO-Jud 

345— Sunset  Murder  Case — Sally  Rand,  V.  Barnett 58-GN 


WEEK  OF  MARCH  12 

3821 — Paris  Honeymoon — B.  Crosby,  F.  Gaal,  S.  Ross,  E.  E.  Horton  85-Para 

915—  Dramatic  School — L.  Rainer,  P.  Goddard,  A.  Marshal,  L,  Turner 80-M-G-M 

924— Up  the  River — T.  Martin,  P.  Brooks,  P.  Foster,  A.  Treacher 72-20th-Fox 

317 — King  of  the  Underworld — K.  Francis,  H.  Bogart,  J.  Stephenson 68-WB 

— ^Trade  Winds — F.  March,  J.  Bennett,  R.  Bellamy,  A.  Sothern,  S.  Blackmer 94-UA 

9012 — Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade — J.  Holt,  B.  Roberts,  P.  Everton,  N.  Beery  jr 66-Col 

9212 — Frontiers  of  '49 — Bob  Elliott,  L.  DeAlcaniz  54-Col 

3021 — Swing,  Sister,  Swing — K.  Murray,  E.  Truex,  K.  Kane,  J.  Downs  67-Univ 

891 — Snow  White  & the  Seven  Dwarfs — Walt  Disney  Feature  (Reissue) 83-RKO 

822— Pride  of  the  Navy — James  Dunn,  Rochelle  Hudson 65-Rep 

— -Moonlight  Sonata — Ignace  Paderewski  79-Mono 

— -Dark  Sands — Paul  Robeson,  Henry  Wilcoxon  63-Mono 

—Navy  Secrets — Fay  Wray,  Grant  Withers  71-Mono 

— Tombstone  Canyon — Bob  "Bazooka"  Burns,  Ken  Maynard 60-Jud 

WI-2— Ride  'Em  Cowgirl — D.  Page,  V.  Barnett  53-GN 

WEEK  OF  MARCH  19 

3814— Little  Orphan  Annie — A.  Gillis,  R.  Kent,  J.  Travis,  J.  F.  MacDonald 58-Para 

916 —  Girl  Downstairs — F.  Gaal,  F.  Tone,  W.  Connolly,  R.  Johnson 77-M-G-M 

923 — Kentucky — L.  Young,  R.  Greene,  W.  Brennan,  K.  Morley  96^0th-Fox 

917 —  Thanks  for  Everything — A.  Menjou,  J.  Oakie,  A.  Whelan  73-20th-Fox 

359 — Going  Places — D.  Powell,  A.  Louise,  H.  Huber,  A.  Jenkins,  W.  Catlett 84-FN 

9014 — Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt — W.  William,  1.  Lupino,  V.  Weidler  71-Col 

3023— Gambling  Ship— H.  Mack,  R.  Wilcox,  E.  Brophy,  1.  Pichel  62-Univ 

3053 — Prairie  Justice — B.  Baker,  D.  Fay,  D.  Southworth 57-Univ 

914 — Pacific  Liner — V.  McLaglen,  C.  Morris,  W.  Barrie,  A.  Hale  76-RKO 

863 — Santa  Fe  Stampede  — Three  Mesquiteers  58-Rep 

3828 — ^Little  Pal — Mickey  Rooney,  R.  Bellamy  (Reissue)  60-Mono 

— African  Holiday — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson's  Expedition  60-Mono 

3854 — Drifting  Westward — Jack  Randall  Western  60-Mono 

— Radio  Follies — Helen  Chandler  63-Jud 

313 — Long  Shot — Marsha  Hunt,  G.  Jones,  H.  Davenport 69-GN 


WEEK  OF  MARCH  26 

3816 — ^Tom  Sawyer,  Detective — D.  O'Connor,  P.  Hall,  B.  Cook,  P.  Warren  67-Para 

910 — Sweethearts — J.  MacDonald,  N.  Eddy,  F.  Morgan,  R.  Bolger,  F.  Rice 115-M-G-M 

922 — While  New  York  Sleeps — M.  Whalen,  J,  Rogers,  C.  Chandler  61-20th-Fox 

303 — Dawn  Patrol — E.  Flynn,  B.  Rathbone,  D.  Niven,  M.  Cooper 103-WB 

9006 — There's  That  Woman  Again — M.  Douglas,  V.  Bruce,  M.  Lindsay 73-Col 

3004 — Son  of  Frankenstein — B.  Karloff,  B.  Rathbone,  J.  Hutchinson,  L.  Atwill 95-Univ 

— Honor  of  the  Range — Ken  Maynard  (Reissue)  61-Univ 

910 — Next  Time  I Marry — L.  Ball,  J.  Ellison,  L.  Bowman  65-RKO 

— Woman  Doctor — Frieda  Inescort,  H.  Wilcoxon  64-Rep 

— Star  Reporter — Warren  Hull  70-Mono 

— Dragnet — Rod  LaRocque,  Marion  Nixon  (Reissue)  68-Mono 

— Enlighten  Thy  Daughter  72-Jud 

WI-1 — Water  Rustlers — D.  Page,  D.  O'Brien,  V.  Barnett  54-GM 


Sales  Tax  in  Missouri 
Slated  Permanently 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Lawmakers  of  the 
state,  backed  by  high  Missouri  officials, 
are  seeking  to  e.stablish  the  two  per  cent 
sales  tax,  originally  enacted  as  a temporary 
measure,  as  a permanent  source  of  reve- 
nue. 

At  the  first  hearing  before  the  house 
ways  and  means  committee  on  the  re- 
enactment of  the  tax.  Rep.  Prank  Lowry, 
Republican  of  Cape  Girardeau  county, 
pointed  out  the  bill  has  no  expiration 
date  and  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  in  the  past  the 
sales  tax  laws  were  passed  only  for  periods 
of  two  years  each. 

Hubert  Bates  said  it  was  the  state’s  in- 
tention to  make  the  law  permanent. 


Chicago  Bookers  Club 
Plans  Celebration 

Chicago — The  Bookers  Club  of  Chicago 
has  received  its  state  charter,  and  plans 
are  under  way  for  a formal  opening  with 
a spring  party  to  be  held  late  in  April  or 
early  in  May. 

But  what  is  really  “news,”  is  that  the 
“Sphinx  of  Allied,”  Lou  Abramson,  who 
is  the  “public  relations  director  of  the 
club,”  made  the  formal  announcement  of 
receipt  of  the  charter.  And  when  Abram- 
son says  anything  for  the  trade  press,  it’s 
“news.” 


May  Reopen  at  Benton,  111. 

Benton,  III. — Pox  Midwest  is  consider- 
ing reopening  the  700-seat  Star  Theatre 
here,  closed  for  several  years. 


JI^ELSON  EDDY,  popular  singing  screen 
star,  will  give  a concert  at  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  Opera  House  Pebruary  22.  His 
present  tour  of  States  and  Cuba  will  end 
May  1 when  he  will  return  to  Hollywood 
to  resume  picture  work. 

One  or  two  motion  picture  theatres  are 
to  he  included  in  the  $7,000,000  central 
shopping  and  market  project  planned  for 
the  vicinity  of  Chippewa  St.  and  Hamp- 
ton Ave. 

State  sales  tax  collections  for  December 
totaled  $1,836,636,  the  second  largest 
month  since  the  present  2 per  cent  tax 
went  into  effect.  Total  collections  for 
1938  from  this  source  was  $20,375,730. 

Jules  Berkowich,  p.  a.  extraordinary, 
came  to  town  to  exploit  “Gunga  Din”  at 
the  Fox  Theatre. 

“Pygmalion,”  first  of  George  Bernard 
Shaw’s  plays  to  be  put  on  the  screen,  is 
to  be  given  its  mid-western  premiere  at 
Loew’s  here  Pebruary  16.  The  theatre 
will  reserve  seats  at  the  regular  admis- 
sion rate  and  the  film  will  remain  for  a 
week’s  run. 

Percy  Barr,  former  local  manager  of 
National  Screen  Service,  came  from  Chi- 
cago when  announcement  of  his  daughter’s 
engagement  to  a native  son  was  made 
. . . M.  J.  Culler,  midwestern  division 
manager  for  Loew’s,  was  a recent  visitor 
. . . General  Electric’s  roadshow,  ‘‘Get 
Over  Into  Clover,”  including  films  and 
flesh  acts,  will  he  here  February  10.  For 
the  picture  Alois  Havrilla,  radio  gahher, 
will  do  the  spieling. 

A lease  on  the  Arcadia  Ballroom,  owned 
by  Robert  W.  Walsh  estate,  has  been  signed 
by  E.  H.  Russ  and  Robert  Broomfield, 
proprietors  of  a chain  of  dance  floors  here 
and  throughout  southern  Illinois.  They 
plan  to  change  the  name  and  modernize 
the  interior. 

‘‘Professor  Mamlock,”  which  tells  the 
story  of  a noted  Jewish  surgeon  in  Ger- 
many and  his  humiliation  at  the  hands  of 
Nazis  has  heen  hooked  for  showing  at  the 
Hollywood  on  February  17,  18  and  19. 


Plan  Weekend  Stage 
Shows  lor  Springfield 

Springfield,  III. — M.  E.  Berman,  man- 
ager of  the  Orpheum,  will  present  a stage 
show  every  Priday  and  Saturday  “pro- 
vided enough  talent  is  available.”  Prankie 
Masters  and  his  orchestra  are  the  first 
attraction. 

Concessions  have  been  made  by  the 
musicians  and  stagehands  unions  to  make 
the  new  policy  possible. 

The  plan  is  to  secure  stage  shows  out  of 
the  Chicago  loop  houses.  After  playing  in 
Springfield,  they  will  move  to  Decatur  to 
play  a one-day  stand  on  Sundays. 


Two  on  Edison 

Hollywood — Metro  will  make  two  fea- 
tures based  on  the  life  of  Thomas  A.  Edi- 
son, one  depicting  his  youth  and  the  other 
his  later  eventful  career. 
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Among  "Immortals" 


Chicago — The  impending  hanging  of  a 
scene  from  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs”  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art  in  New  York  City,  prompted  the  fol- 
lowing Chicago  American  editorial: 

“Next  month  the  immortal  works  of  the 
masters  which  grace  the  walls  of  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  New  York 
City  will  be  joined  by  the  youngest  im- 
mortal of  them  all — Walt  Disney.  A scene 
from  ‘Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs’ 
will  be  hung. 

“Thus  Disney,  creator  of  Mickey  Mouse, 
Donald  Duck  and  Dopey,  enters  the  com- 
pany of  the  immortals  of  art.  He  already 
has  received  honorary  degrees  from  Yale 
and  Harvard  for  his  work.  Tlie  cirrator 
of  the  museum  regards  him  as  a historical 
figure  in  the  development  of  American 
art. 

“Readers  of  the  Chicago  Evening  Ameri- 
can who  follow  Donald  Duck’s  nonsensi- 
cal adventures,  and  those  who  delight  in 
Mickey  Mouse’s  escapades  in  the  Herald 
and  Examiner,  will  agree  that  Disney  de- 
serves the  honors  pouring  in  upon  him. 

“His  animated  films  and  his  comic  strips 
alike  emphasize  our  American  love  of  fun. 

“Insofar  as  art  reflects  the  emotion  of 
its  time  and  the  native  land  of  its  creator, 
Disney  is  truly  one  of  the  great  artists 
of  the  world. 

“We  suspect  the  great  company  of  comic- 
strip  creators  will  rejoice  with  Disney  in 
the  recognition  given  ‘Snow  White.’  In  a 
way,  it  is  an  honor  for  all  and  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  merit  of  public  taste 
and  preference.” 


Health  Unit  Orders 
Strict  Inspection 

Indianapolis — The  city  health  board  has 
ordered  its  inspectors  to  see  that  all  the- 
atres and  public  places  are  kept  well  ven- 
tilated and  that  proper  temperatures  are 
maintained. 

'Tire  order  was  issued  after  inspectors 
reported  most  theatres  and  public  places 
were  “overheated  and  did  not  maintain 
sufficient  humidity,”  the  health  board  sec- 
retary said. 

A city-wide  inspection  of  heating  and 
ventilating  in  public  buildings  was  or- 
dered three  weeks  ago.  In  the  notice  it 
was  stated  that  “improper  ventilation  and 
over-heating  favor  the  high  rate  of  respira- 
tory diseases.”  Temperatures  of  68  to  70 
degrees  and  a humidity  ratio  of  30  per 
cent  were  prescribed. 

“Public  gatherings  in  the  presence  of 
overheated  and  impure  air  favor  a spread 
of  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  influenza  and 
the  common  cold  by  lowering  resistance,” 
Dr.  H.  G.  Morgan,  health  board  secretary, 
said. 


Graefe  Manager  at  Merrill 

Merrill,  Wis. — Herbert  Graefe,  former- 
ly with  Warner  as  manager  of  the  She- 
boygan 'Theatre,  Sheboygan,  has  been 
named  manager  of  the  local  Badger  Thea- 
tre here  by  the  Adler  Theati’e  Co. 


Fire  Loss  to  the  Lyric, 
Marion.  Ind,.  $50,000 

Marion,  Ind. — While  “Too  Hot  to  Han- 
dle” was  showing  at  the  Lyric  here,  a fire 
started  in  the  rear  of  the  theatre  causing 
an  estimated  $50,000  damage  to  the  house 
and  threatening  a quarter  of  a downtown 
city  block  before  being  brought  under  con- 
trol. 

About  500  patrons  in  the  auditorium 
moved  quietly  to  the  street. 

It  is  believed  the  blaze  was  caused  by 
faulty  wiring  in  the  rear  of  the  recently 
redecorated  theatre. 

The  roof  collapsed  about  45  minutes  af- 
ter the  fire  was  discovered  and  the  blaze 
spread  rapidly  to  a nearby  building. 

Three  firemen  were  injured.  Glen  Cole 
suffered  a broken  arm  when  he  fell.  Fire 
Captain  George  W.  McFarren  and  Clarence 
King  suffered  minor  injuries  when  part 
of  the  ceiling  fell  on  them.  They  escaped 
the  main  force  of  the  debris  by  dropping 
to  the  floor  between  the  seats. 

Adjoining  buildings  were  slightly  dam- 
aged by  smoke  and  water. 

'The  theatre  building,  owned  by  the 
Washington  Tlreatre  Co.,  is  managed  by 
William  H.  Connors. 


Eleanor  Powell's  Next 

Hollywood — Eleanor  Powell  goes  next 
into  “Broadway  Melody  of  1940”  for  Metro, 
following  completion  of  “Honolulu.” 


Co-Featured  in  "Kid" 

Hollywood — Dennis  O’Keefe  and  Ruth 
Hussey  are  co-featured  in  Metro’s  “The 
Kid  From  Texas,”  which  S.  Sylvan  Simon 
directs. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres.  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAYII  375  pages.  6x9.  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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A MEASURE  UP  TO  ELIMINATE  "AFFILIATED" 
THEATRES  IN  KANSAS  STARTLES  THE  TRADE 


Proposal  for  Divorcing 
Production  Patterned 
After  Dakota  Law 


Giveaways  Legal  in  Missouri 
Without  "Chance” Element 


Kansas  City — Film  and  exhibition  in- 
terests were  rather  startled  when  it  was 
announced  from  Topeka,  Kas.,  that  Rep. 
Blake  Williamson  of  Wyandotte  County, 
Kas. — Kansas  City,  Kan. — had  introduced 
a bill  to  eliminate  “affiliated”  theatres  in 
the  state. 

The  bill,  said  to  follow  in  its  essentials 
the  North  Dakota  divorcement  measure,  is 
H.  B.  228,  and  is  given  below: 

“An  act  to  prohibit  the  operation  of 
motion-picture  theatres  which  are  owned, 
controlled,  managed,  or  operated,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  by  producers  or  distributors  of 
motion  picture  films,  or  in  which  such 
producers  or  distributors  have  any  inter- 
est, and  providing  penalties  for  violations 
thereof. 

“Section  1.  For  the  purpose  of  the  Act 
. . . Q)  The  term  ‘motion  picture  theatre' 
or  ‘theatre’  includes  any  place  in  which 
motion  pictures  are  publicly  exhibited  and 
to  which  an  admission  price  is  charged. 
<2)  The  term  ‘motion  picture  film’  or 
‘film’  includes  all  motion  picture  films 
(whether  copyrighted  or  uncopyrighted), 
including  positive  and  negative  prints,  and 
copies  or  reproductions  of  such  prints, 
which  films  contain  photoplays  or  other 
subjects  and  are  produced  for  public  ex- 
hibition. (3)  The  term  ‘person’  includes  an 
individual,  partnership,  association,  joint 
stock  company,  trust  or  corporation.  (4) 
The  term  ‘distributor’  includes  any  person 
who  engages  or  contracts  to  engage  in  the 
distribution  of  motion  picture  films, 
whether  as  seller,  lessor,  licensor,  or  whe- 
ther the  distribution  is  effected  by  means 
of  sale,  lease,  license,  contract,  or  any 
other  type  of  agreement  whereby  the  film 
is  supplied  for  public  exhibition. 

“Section  2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
motion  picture  theatre  to  be  operated  in 
this  state  which  is  owned,  controlled,  man- 
aged, or  operated,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by 
any  producer  or  distributor  of  motion  pic- 
ture films,  or  in  which  any  such  producer 
or  distributor  has  any  interest,  direct  or 
indirect,  legal  or  equitable,  through  stock 
ownership  or  otherwise. 

“Section  3.  As  a condition  of  the  lawful 
operation  of  a motion  picture  theatre  in 
t’nis  state  the  person  operating  it  shall 
file  with  the  secretary  of  state  within  30 
days  after  the  date  on  which  the  act  be- 
comes effective  or  after  the  date  on  which 
the  operation  of  the  theatre  is  begun, 
v/hichever  is  the  later,  and  annually  there- 
after on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of 
January  an  affidavit  that  such  theatre 
is  not  owned,  controlled,  managed,  or 
operated,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  any  pro- 
ducer or  distributor  of  motion  picture 
films  and  that  no  such  producer  or  dis- 


St.  Louis — Attorney-General  Roy  Mc- 
Kittrick,  before  returning  to  his  offices  in 
Jefferson  City  early  in  the  week,  said  he 
would  not  oppose  “straight”  giveaways  in 
which  no  element  of  chance  is  involved. 

This  modification  of  his  views  expressed 
earlier  in  conference  with  Sheriff  A.  J. 
Lynch  of  St.  Louis  county,  means  that 
theatres  in  Missouri  that  have  been  do- 
ing so,  may  continue  to  give  to  their 
patrons  chinaware,  silverware,  dresser- 
ware,  cosmetics,  etc.,  as  long  as  drawings 


tributor  has  any  interest  ...  in  such 
theatre. 

“Section  4.  The  district  courts  of  the 
Slate  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  prevent 
and  -restrain  violations  of  the  act;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  city  at- 
torneys of  the  state,  . . . under  the  direction 
of  the  attorney  general,  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  prevent  and  restrain  such 
violations  . . . 

“Section  5.  Every  person  who  operates  a 
motion  picture  theatre  in  this  state,  the 
operator  of  which  is  prohibited  by  Section 
2 or  who  fails  to  file  the  affidavit  as  and 
when  required  ...  or  who  knowingly  makes 
any  false  statement  in  such  affidavit, 
shall  be  guilty  of  a misdemeanor  and  upon 
conviction  . . . shall  be  punished  by  a fine 
not  exceeding  $10,000,  or  by  imprisonment 
for  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  both,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court.  In  the  case  of 
a corporation,  the  violation  of  the  act 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  also  that  of  the 
individual  directors,  officers  or  agents  . . . 
who  have  authorized,  ordered,  done  or  had 
knowledge  of  any  of  the  acts  or  omissions 
constituting  in  whole  or  in  part  such  viola- 
tion, and  upon  conviction  thereof  any  di- 
rector, officer,  or  agent  shall  be  punished 
by  fine,  or  imprisonment,  or  both.” 

Section  6 provides  that  if  any  provision 
of  the  act  is  declared  unconstitutional  or 
its  applicability  to  any  person  or  circuit 
is  held  invalid,  the  validity  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  act  and  its  applicability  to  other 
persons  and  circumstances  shall  not  be 
affected. 

The  act  becomes  effective,  if  passed, 
Jan.  1,  1940. 


“Mother"  to  Paramount 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  purchased 
film  rights  to  “City  Mother,”  an  original 
by  Robert  Bren  and  Gladys  Atwater. 


Geraghty  on  Western 

Hollywood — “Headin’  for  Texas,”  a new 
Roy  Rogers  western,  will  be  scripted  by 
Gerald  Geraghty  for  Republic. 


or  the  like  aren’t  part  of  the  giveaway. 

McKittrick’s  earlier  position,  which 
brought  on  a wave  of  protests,  was  that, 
inasmuch  as  some  theatre  patrons  may  not 
know  on  what  night  a house  makes  use  of 
free  gifts  to  cash  customers,  the  proposi- 
tion contains  an  element  of  chance  which 
bans  it  from  the  state  as  a felony  under 
Missouri’s  lottery  laws. 

About  600  theatres  are  using  “straight” 
giveaways  of  various  kinds  in  Missouri 
on  one  or  more  nights  weekly. 

"Divorce"  Support 
Firm  in  Nebraska 

Lincoln — Both  good  and  bad  news  mixed 
in  the  legislative  doings,  the  anti-mara- 
thon  bill  advancing  with  a big  pat  on  the 
back  from  committee,  but  opposition  be- 
came more  pronounced  to  efforts  of  the 
film  business  lobby  to  do  anything  about 
calling  off  the  heat  of  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement and  film  selling  regulatory 
measures. 

Many  of  the  small  exhibitors  out  state 
have  been  writing  and  calling  for  Sen. 
E.  M.  Neubauer,  the  author  of  the  divorce- 
ment and  regulatory  measures,  to  go  on 
through  with  the  bills,  after  he  showed 
some  signs  of  toning  the  blasting  content 
a little. 

Neubauer  said  that  the  producers  and 
distributors  “either  have  to  change  their 
policies  in  dealings  in  Nebraska,  or  they’ll 
really  have  something  to  worry  about.” 

Both  Max  G.  Towle  and  Bob  Livingston, 
the  lobbyists,  are  non-committal  when 
sounded  on  whether  or  not  they  were 
having  trouble.  Both  have  been  called, 
however,  by  exhibitors  who  wanted  them 
to  lay  off  pressure  against  the  measures, 
which  might  result  in  their  passage. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sen.  Richard  John- 
son’s anti-endurance  show  bill,  which 
makes  it  illegal  for  any  marathon  under 
penalty  of  $100  to  $500  fine,  plus  10  days 
to  six  months  in  jail  for  its  advertiser  or 
promoter,  was  given  a round  of  applause 
in  the  hearing  room  and  advanced  with 
strong  support.  Educators  and  law  en- 
forcement officials  spoke  in  its  behalf. 


Aids  RKO  Story  Head 

Hollywood — David  Matthews  has  been 
signed  to  assist  Lillie  Messenger,  head  of 
RKO’s  story  department. 
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A Final  Push  in 
Refugee  Drive 

Minneapolis — With  approximately  half 
of  the  funds  raised  in  the  first  week  of 
the  drive,  a “flying  squadron”  of  the 
Tydn  City  Variety  Club  now  is  engaged 
in  putting  the  finishing  touches  aiming  to 
carry  over  the  top  the  campaign  to  raise 
$25,000  for  European  refugees’  relief 
through  the  sale  of  50,000  tickets  redeem- 
able at  Twin  City  theatres  February  27 
and  28  and  March  1 and  2. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  Chief  Barker,  appointed 
Tom  Burke  chaii’man  of  the  “flying 
squadron”  which  is  contacting  civic  clubs 
and  organizations.  Other  committee  mem- 
bers are  W.  L.  Hamilton,  R.  S.  Cramblet, 
Fdank  Elliott,  N.  F.  Hall,  Patrick  Kelly, 
Michael  J.  Kelley,  Earl  Maxwell,  Kay 
McFarland,  J.  H.  Powers,  Clyde  Smith, 
R.  J.  Seiberlich,  Bill  Watmough,  Frank 
Woskie,  A.  P.  Bill,  Eddie  Burke,  William 
Cameron,  Bill  Grant,  Ernie  Hill,  Charlie 
Jackson,  Donald  Ruliffson,  George  Tur- 
ner, Donald  Woods,  John  J.  Friedl  and 
L.  J.  Ludwig. 

At  the  same  time  Steffes  named  Henry 
Baker  as  chairman  of  a publicity  com- 
mittee to  handle  details  of  the  final  big 
push.  Assisting  him  are  George  Gran- 
strom,  Hiller  Hoffman,  Earle  C.  Sly,  Ray 
Wylie,  T.  E,  Mortenson,  Earl  Pomeroy, 
Merle  Potter,  Cedric  Adams,  Charlie  Win- 
chell,  Tom  Burke,  Ernie  HUl,  John  J. 
Friedl,  Don  Alexander,  Mike  Fadell  and 
Bill  Sears. 

Two  New  Theatres  Slated 
To  Open  in  Minnesota 

Minneapolis — Local  Independents  con- 
tinue to  open  new  theatres.  The  Frank- 
lin Amusement  Co.  has  launched  the 
West  in  West  St.  Paul,  a $75,000  700- 
seat  house. 

The  New  Park  at  St.  Louis  Park,  local 
suburb,  to  be  operated  by  a company 
headed  by  Harold  Field,  is  rapidly  nearing 
completion.  A 1,1 00 -seat  house,  it  will  rep- 
resent a $100,000  expenditure. 

Commonwealth  Managers 
Convene  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — Approximately  50  mana- 
gers and  partners  of  Commonwealth 
Amusement  Corp.  and  executives  of  the 
group  met  at  the  Hotel  President  here 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  February  8 and 
9,  to  discuss  exhibition  problems  and  plans 
for  1939. 


A Gospel  Minister 
Runs  Theatre 

Garden  City,  N.  D. — This  town  prob- 
ably has  the  only  film  house  in  the 
United  States  managed  by  a gospel 
minister.  He's  the  Rev.  Frank  Doolittle, 
a Baptist  clergyman.  The  theatre,  the 
only  one  here,  is  owned  and  operated 
by  the  municipality.  Manager  Doolittle 
goes  to  Minneapolis  to  buy  pictures 
and  book  them  at  the  exchanges  there. 


Tent  16  Names 
Official  Slate 

Omaha — Officers,  canvassmen  and  com- 
mittees for  1939  have  been  named  by  Harry 
J.  Shumow,  M-G-M,  chief  barker  for  the 
Variety  club  of  Omaha,  Tent  No.  16. 

Commiittee  chairmen  named  are  John  J. 
Gillin  jr.,  WOW,  membership;  Joe  Jacobs, 
General  Outdoor  Advertising  Co.,  enter- 
tainment and  publicity;  Sam  Epstein,  Ep- 
stein Theatres  Corp.,  house;  S.  J.  Francis, 
American  Distributing,  finance  and  Ed- 
ward Shafton,  the  Heart  of  Variety. 

Gillin  will  also  serve  as  first  assistant 
chief  barker.  Epstein  is  second  assistant 
chief  barker,  Francis,  dough  guy  and 
Shafton,  property  master. 

Canvassmen  named  are  Roy  Palmquist, 
fUniv);  Earle  Perkins,  Vitagraph;  A. 
Mendenhall,  (Para) ; Joe  Jacobs,  General 
Outdoor  Advertising  Co.;  Morrie  Cohn, 
Council  Bluffs  Strand;  D.  V.  McLucas, 
(UA) ; Joe  Rosenberg,  (RKO) ; W.  J.  Foley, 
(Col),  and  Walter  Green,  Fepco. 

Membership — Chairman,  John  J.  Gillin 
jr.;  Roy  Palmquist,  Earle  Perkins,  A.  Men- 
denhall, Joe  Rosenberg,  Morrie  Cohn,  D.  V. 
McLucas,  W.  J.  Foley,  Joe  Jacobs,  Walter 
Green. 

Entertainment  mid  Publicity — Chair- 
man, Joe  Jacobs;  John  J.  Gillin  jr.,  Earle 
Perkins,  Leon  Dizon,  E.  R.  Cummings,  Tri- 
States;  Edward  Shafton,  Jack  Epstein, 
Roy  Palmquist. 

House — Chairman,  Sam  Epstein;  Walter 
Green,  Leon  Mendelson,  Vitagraph;  L.  J. 
Doty,  (UA)  ; C.  J.  Dressel. 

Finance — Chairman,  S.  J.  Francis;  Sam 
Stern,  S.  N.  Yeager,  (RKO) ; Joe  E.  Scott, 
(20th-Fox);  M.  G,  Rogers,  Film  Trans- 
port Co.;  I.  M.  Weiner,  (Col)  ; V.  B.  Trent, 
(M-G-M). 

Heart  of  Variety — Chairman,  Edward 
Shafton;  D.  V.  McLucas,  trustee;  M.  G. 
Regers,  tnistee. 


Huge  Pageant  Is 
An  Omaha  Plan 

Omaha— -A  gigantic  three-day  city-wide 
historical  pageant  and  celebration,  in 
which  thousands  of  Omahans  and  others 
in  this  territory  will  participate,  will  be 
staged  in  mid-April  in  connection  with  the 
world  premiere  here  of  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s 
Paramount  pictm-e,  “Union  Pacific.” 

Paramount  executives  and  local  civic 
leaders  have  joined  in  formulating  the 
plans  to  make  the  occasion  outstanding. 

Three  simultaneous  showings  on  a Fri- 
day night  of  the  picture  will  bring  into 
use  three  downtown  houses,  the  Para- 
mount, Omaha  and  Orpheum,  a feat  never 
attempted  for  a world  premiere. 

Other  plans  include  the  appearance  in 
Omaha  of  DeMille,  producer  of  the  pic- 
ture; Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Joel  Mc- 
Crea,  stars  of  the  film,  and  others. 

A historical  show,  a parade,  a “Pioneer 
ball,”  a Union  Pacific  railroad  banquet 
and  the  appearance  of  50,000  Omaha  men 
and  women  downtown  in  costumes  of  1869 
during  the  three-day  celebration  are  also 
planned.  Refronting  of  downtown  stores 
to  give  streets  the  1869  atmosphere  will 
be  done. 

Presidents  and  other  officials  of  all  rail- 
roads operating  out  of  Omaha  and  the 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  have  been  invited. 
Magazine  writers,  camera  aces,  news  reel 
men,  radio  commentators,  columnists, 
drama  and  motion  picture  critics  including 
Walter  Winchell  and  Lucius  Beebe  have 
also  been  extended  an  invitation  to  at- 
tend. 

Otto  Swanson,  king  of  Ak-Sar-Ben,  is 
serving  as  general  chairman  of  arrange- 
ments. 


Sales  Tax  in  Missouri 
Slated  Permanently 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Lawmakers  of  the 
state,  backed  by  high  Missouri  officials, 
are  seeking  to  establish  the  two  per  cent 
sales  tax,  originally  enacted  as  a temporary 
measure,  as  a permanent  source  of  reve- 
nue. 

At  the  first  hearing  before  the  house 
ways  and  means  committee  on  the  re- 
enactment of  the  tax.  Rep.  Frank  Lowry, 
Republican  of  Cape  Girardeau  county, 
pointed  out  the  bill  has  no  expiration 
date  and  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  in  the  past  the 
sales  tax  laws  were  passed  only  for  periods 
of  two  years  each. 

Hubert  Bates,  who  heads  the  sales  tax 
division,  in  presenting  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee, said  it  was  the  state’s  intention  to 
make  the  law  permanent. 


Introduce  Bill  Legalizing 
Missouri  Horse  Races 

Kansas  City  — At  Jefferson  City  last 
v/eek  was  introduced  a house  bill  to  legal- 
ize horse  racing  in  Missouri  for  61  days 
each  year  and  pari-mutuel  betting  under 
state  control.  A similar  bill  the  last  ses- 
sion failed. 


Await  Supreme  Court  Verdict 

Kansas  City — For  the  benefit  of  those  exhibitors  who  attended  the  series  of 
regional  meetings  recently  conducted  by  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatres  Ass'n,  and 
other  showmen  in  the  territory,  Frank  Cassil,  president  of  the  KMTA,  this  week  an- 
nounced that  the  anti-Ascap  bills  planned  for  introduction  in  the  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri legislatures  are  ready  for  introduction,  but  that  actual  presentation  will  wait 
upon  the  United  States  supreme  court  and  its  decision  in  connection  with  the  Wash- 
ington anti-Ascap  law.  The  moment  the  supreme  court  acts,  the  KMTA  is  ready  to 
proceed  with  its  plans  to  get  the  bills  passed  in  the  two  states,  Cassil  said.  Directors 
of  the  organization  agreed  on  this  course  of  action  at  a meeting  here. 
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JN  TOWN:  Tom  Edwards,  Eldon,  Mo., 

just  up  from  a three-week  bout  with 
the  flu;  Max  Roth,  district  manager  of 
Republic  Pictures;  Tom  Wilhoit,  Platts- 
burg.  Mo.;  K.  Max  Davisson,  Clay  Center, 
Kas.;  W.  P.  Huston,  Kansas  and  Craw- 
ford, Wichita,  and  Sunflower,  Peabody, 
Kas.,  who  doesn’t  get  in  often;  Earl  Kerr, 
Albany  and  Bethany,  Mo.;  H.  B.  Doering, 
Garnett,  Kas.;  the  John  Brandts,  Oregon, 
Mo.;  Ward  Spielman,  Baldwin,  Kas.;  O.  F. 
Sullivan,  Wichita,  Kas.;  E.  W.  Brooks, 
Marshfield,  Mo.;  Ensley  Barbour,  Spring- 
field,  Mo.;  Shields  Wilson,  Camdenton, 
Mo.;  Cle  Bratton,  Council  Grove,  Kas.; 
F.  L.  “Doc”  Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.;  H.  F. 
Strowig,  Abilene,  Kas.;  Gayden  Ernest, 
Ritz,  Topeka,  Kas.;  Ray  Musselman,  Lin- 
coln, Kas.;  Jess  Binney,  Pattonsburg,  Mo.; 
E.  P.  Michaels,  Braymer,  Mo. 

George  and  Mrs.  Fuller  of  20-Fox  re- 
turned last  week  with  their  daughter  Mary 
Jane  from  a vacation  in  Florida  . . . Frank 
and  Mrs.  Cassil  of  the  Rialto,  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  left  this  week  for  Florida,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  and  New  York.  They  will  be 
gone  several  weeks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Barron  of  Pratt, 
Kas.,  have  a trip  scheduled  to  California 
. . . Lester  Martin,  sales  manager  of  Book 
Treasures,  Chicago,  was  here  this  week. 

Douglas  Desch  of  Grand  National  is  put- 
ting a lot  of  personal  enthusiasm  in  sell- 
ing “The  Long  Shot”  to  exhibitors.  The 
picture,  currently  being  played  by  Fox 
Midwest  houses  over  the  territory,  stars 
Gordon  Jones,  schoolfellow  ivith  Desch  at 
Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Jerry  J.  Jonas,  head  of  Metro’s  check- 
ing department  nationally,  is  back  in  town 
after  a trip  through  the  territory.  He 
leaves  this  week  for  Denver. 

Columbia’s  All  For  Fun  Club,  currently 
headed  by  Louise  Williams,  staged  a party 
Saturday.  It  started  with  the  screening 
of  a “surprise”  picture,  and  was  followed 
by  food  and  fun. 

“Twenty-five  per  cent  better  than  the 
last  Will  Rogers  release,”  is  Glen  W. 
Dickinson’s  comment  on  “Jesse  James.” 
“It  is  doing  a month’s  business  in  one 
run,”  he  said. 

John  Harris,  national  president  of 
Variety,  and  Reverend  Father  Flanagan 
of  Boys  Town,  appeared  on  the  program 
of  the  annual  inaugural  banquet  of  the 
Variety  Club  here  February  10  at  the  Hotel 
Muehlebach.  It  was  the  big  social  event 
of  the  Filmrow  season. 

George  Charno  is  scheduled  to  speak  at 
the  Monday  luncheon,  February  13,  which 
is  an  ideal  date  for  a meeting  of  the  Jinx 
Club,  which  will  be  held. 


Plays  Up  Vivien  Leigh  Film 

Minneapolis — Taking  advantage  of  pub- 
licity garnered  by  Vivien  Leigh  as  result 
of  selection  for  stellar  role  in  “Gone  With 
the  Wind,”  Eddie  Ruben  spotted  “Storm 
in  a Teacup”  into  his  Pantages  Theatre. 


KMTA  Sanctions 
Zanuck  Action 

Kansas  City — The  action  of  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  of  20th  Century-Fox  in  removing 
that  company’s  film  stars  from  radio  re- 
ceived hearty  endorsement  from  exhibi- 
tors here  this  week. 

Officers  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  The- 
atres Ass’n,  Frank  Cassil,  president,  George 
Harttmann,  secretary,  and  others,  said 
that  they  were  thoroughly  in  accord  with 
Zanuck’s  action  and  published  opinions  in 
the  matter.  The  KMTA  was  the  first  ex- 
hibitor organization,  it  is  said,  to  take  a 
definite  stand  against  the  radio  appear- 
ances of  movie  players. 

The  report  from  Hollywood  is  that  the 
protests  of  exhibitors  in  this  connection 
are  being  keenly  felt  by  producers,  and 
that  Zanuck  shrewdly  is  jumping  the  field 
in  cooperating. 

Exhibitors  here  would  regard  with  con- 
siderable pleasure  the  divorcement  of 
radio  entertainment  and  motion  picture 
stars  by  other  producers.  Exhibitors’ 
criticism  of  the  policy  of  air  appearances 
of  the  persons  they  sell  at  the  boxoffice 
has  been  vigorous.  They  have  repeatedly 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel'.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone;  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


Tax  Admission  Bill 
Faces  N.  Dakota 

Bismarck,  N.  D. — A bill  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  North  Dakota  state  legis- 
lature providing  for  a theatre  admission 
tax.  The  tax  on  admission  tickets  run- 
ning from  10  cents  to  50  cents  would  be 
5 cents  and  on  admission  above  50  cents 
it  would  be  10  cents. 

There  already  is  a 2 per  cent  state  sales 
tax  applying  to  theatre  admissions.  The 
proposed  new  tax  would  be  in  addition 
to  this  and  it  will  be  vigorously  com- 
bated by  exhibitors. 


pointed  out  that  not  only  do  such  radio 
shows  directly  compete  with  the  boxoffice, 
but  indirectly  they  decrease  the  value  of 
the  film  producers  sell  them  by  wearing 
out  the  appeal  of  stars.  Frequent  appear- 
ances on  the  air,  often  in  poor  vehicles, 
materially  lessens  the  value  of  stars  to 
exhibitors.  All  exhibitors  now  are 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  effect  of  top 
flight  programs  at  what  would  otherwise 
be  peak  office  hours  Sunday  evenings,  and 
with  the  deleterious  effect  of  a big  prize 
fight  or  a “fireside  chat.” 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 


ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2G0G  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone” 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2G94 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— ■ A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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WE,  note  with  consternation  tliat  our 
“What  Filmrower  offers  his  oddly  set 
diamond  to  this  gal  and  that  because  . . 
was  printed  with  the  “and  that”  deleted, 
thus  completely  changing  the  meaning  . . . 
try  in’  to  put  your  correspondent  on  the 
spot,  Mr.  Editor? 

Over  a shot  of  scotch  after  the  dance 
at  the  Tromar  last  Thursday,  Red  Nichols 
filled  the  ballroom  with  hearty  guffaws. 
He’d  just  heard  what  he  termed  the  year’s 
best  smoker  story.  It  concerns  Ken  Clay- 
ton’s embarrassing  experience  with  gla- 
mour in  Hollywood,  if  Ken  will  tell  you. 

Iowa’s  Dutch  Reagan  is  scheduled  for 
an  important  part  in  “The  Fighting  Irish,” 
a Warner  picture  based  on  the  life  of 
the  late  Knute  Rockne.  Rosemary  Lane 
will  have  a good  part,  too,  they  say. 

Was  that  Robert  Leonard  who  watched 
that  accident  on  East  Sixth  with  such  in- 
terest from  the  Garden  Theatre  boxoffice 
last  Thursday?  . . . And  who’s  that  gal 
on  Filmrow  who  is  taking  her  singin’  so 
seriously  these  days? 

Word  has  filtered  back  to  Des  Moines 
that  Billie  Smith,  formerly  a cute  usher 
at  one  of  the  local  film  houses,  is  now  a 
cute  page  at  one  of  the  Columbus,  Ohio, 
hotels. 

After  reading  Time’s  review  lambasting 
"Gunga  Din,”  two  Sunday  Register  hands 
couldn’t  resist  the  temptati07i  to  ditch  their 
lunch  hour  iand  some  working  time)  to 
witness  a screening  of  it  ..  . They  were 
News  Editor  Walt  Graham  a7id  Feature 
Editor  Ken  Clayton. 

Joy  Hodges  brushed  right  into  Des 
Moines  and  out  again  for  the  west  coast 
last  week.  She  just  squeezed  that  Daven- 
port personal  appearance  in  before  she 
was  due  to  report  on  the  Universal  lot. 

A 36-foot  secti07i  of  a four-foot  steel 
smokestack,  apparently  broken  off  m a 
gust  of  wind  fell  about  150  feet  from  the 
rear  of  the  Paramou7it  Theatre  building 
Wednesday  noon  to  damage  an  automobile 
below  171  the  Paramou7it  parkmg  lot.  No 
one  was  injured. 

Filmrow  extends  sympathy  to  its  most 
popular  restauranteur,  Michael  Wolf,  who 
spent  a very  uncomfortable  hour  last 
Thursday  as  a civic  guest — and  for  what? 
The  town’s  going  sissy  again  . . . Smith 
and  Anchor  had  better  watch  their  step. 

Just  wondermg:  Where  does  Stanley 
Mayer  get  those  good-lookuig  ties  . . . Does 
Friedman  ever  get  mad  . . . Is  Dave  Dewey 
alivays  so  calm  . . . Does  Art  Anderso7i 
have  any  serious  moments  . . . Is  Dorothy 
Day  ever  inefficie7it  . . . Where  did  R.  W. 
Copeland  get  all  that  dig7iity  . . . Does 
Jerry  Spandau  have  a sense  of  humor 
{then  where  does  he  keep  it)  ...  What 
makes  F.  E.  Judd  so  all-fired  energetic  . . . 
Does  D.  C.  Kennedy  have  a right  to  that 
trace  of  a southern  accent  ...  Is  Lioriel 
Wasson  really  interested  in  flying  . . . How 
does  Lou  Levy  keep  in  such  good  spirits 
(that  liver  hash  stuff  he  eats,  mebbe)  . . . 
Where  did  Burt07i  Jerrel  get  his  philos- 
ophy? 


A combination  Tri-States  and  Kendall 
Community  Playhouse  publicity  stunt  went 
awry  Friday  when  Jim  Moore,  RKO  tal- 
ent scout,  and  Hobart  Bosworth,  stage  and 
screen  star,  were  scheduled  to  see  “Yes, 
My  Darling  Daughter”  at  the  playhouse. 
Dorothy  Day,  Tri-States’  publicity  expert, 
neglected  to  send  a car  to  the  hotel  lobby, 
so  Moore  and  Bosworth  went  to  a film  in- 
stead after  waiting  and  hour  and  a half. 

Joe  S7nith,  U7iiversal  salesman,  is  help- 
ing out  in  the  Omaha  territory  . . . Chick 
Fried7nan  can  sign  co7itracts  again  now 
with  that  finger  he  tried  to  burn  off  ..  . 
Ben  Lass’  7iew  daughter  is  Leatrice  Carol 
. . . Fra7ik  Gree7ila7id  at  Natio7ial  Scree7i 
just  got  a 7iew  girl  broke  m a7id  she  ac- 
quired an  acute  appendix  . . . Jean  Wylie 
took  her  place  . . . Mike  Roth,  former 
CoiU77ibia  exploiteer,  is  the  new  NS  Ne- 
braska representative  replacing  Joe  Rosen- 
berg who  is  reported  to  be  heading  for  the 
West  Coast. 

Emil  Frankie,  Orpheum  Theatre  man- 
ager, didn’t  fare  so  well  in  his  efforts  to 
tie  that  “Off  the  Record”  title  in  with 
Regiscer  promotion  on  its  comic  with  the 
same  name  . . . M-G-M’s  Speed  Lambert 
finally  got  around  to  the  Register  office 
last  week  only  to  find  his  quarry,  Ken 
Clayton,  out  of  town  . . . The  cinema  in- 
dustry shares  page  one  of  Sunday’s  Regis- 
ter roto  section  with  Broadway  . . . Being 
Lincoln’s  birthday,  Warner’s  “Lincoln  in 
the  White  House,”  and  Broadway’s  “Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois”  are  featured  . . . Para- 
mount’s feature  on  Shirley  Ross  making 
a sweater  from  dog’s  fur  gets  a play  in 
the  magazine  section  . . . Since  the  Fam- 
ily Theatre  stuck  that  remodeled  marquee 
out  in  front,  the  Casino,  next  door,  has 
doctored  its  own  sign  system. 

07ie  of  Boxoffice’s  trusty  scouts  (they 
see  all,  hear  all/  reports  the  followi7ig: 
Lou  Levy,  supposedly  07i  a rigid  diet, 
snitched  a little  by  eating  ca7idy  while  on 
the  road  last  week  . . . Chick  Friedman’s 
birthday  is  March  8 . . . Haydon  Peterson, 
State  Theatre  manager,  tried  to  advertise 
“Assassin  of  Youth”  with  “Can  You  Be 
Dnmoral  and  Not  Know  It?”  but  Lee 
Shrauger  at  the  R&T  said  7iix  . . . J.  G. 
Ken7iedy  of  Tingley  was  see7i  emergmg 
rather  sheepishly  from  the  State  . . . Rival 
managers,  Lou  Kah7i  and  Rudy  Elman 
over  in  Lee  Township,  were  a7no7ig  those 
gapmg  e7iviously  at  the  crowds  besieging 
the  same  theatre  the  same  day  . . . Ken 
Clayto7i  is  brutal  to  alarin  clocks  and  has 
a collection  of  mitte7is  that  would  keep 
the  three  little  kitte7is  in  a supply  to  lose 
for  years. 

“Hells  Angels”  was  held  over  a full  week 
at  the  Pastime  Theatre  in  Iowa  City  . . . 
So  was  “I’m  a Criminal”  at  the  Orpheum 
in  Davenport  . . . Harry  Hiersteiner,  Fam- 
ily Theatre  manager,  bought  F.  E.  Judd 
of  Monogram  a new  Borcelino  hat  in  a fit 
cf  ecstasy  over  his  big  biz  last  weekend, 
so  it  looks  as  though  prosperity  is  at  least 
peeking  around  the  corner  for  the  show 
business  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  a7id  Mrs.  Lionel  Wasson  of  Central 
States  and  the  Nate  Sandlers  leave  Febru- 

( Continued  on  page  55) 


'Thank  You'  Month 
Idea  hi]  Circuit 

Minneapolis — February  has  been  desig- 
nated “Thank  You”  month  by  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  for  nine  of  its  houses 
here — the  Uptown,  Granada,  Rialto,  Arion, 
Loring,  American  and  Nokomis,  neigh- 
borhood theatres,  and  the  Aster  and  Lyric, 
downtown. 

The  designation  is  being  played  up  in 
newspaper  ads,  special  decorations  in  front 
of  the  theatres  and  newspaper  stories. 
The  purpose  of  the  special  month,  it’s 
stated,  is  to  show  appreciation  for  the 
past  patronage  of  fans  whose  consistent 
support  in  the  past  has  made  their  exist- 
ence possible. 

“To  manifest  this  appreciation  mate- 
rially,” the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  de- 
clares, “Special  screen  programs  have  been 
scheduled  for  the  entire  month.  Only  the 
most  outstanding  of  available  screen  at- 
tractions will  be  presented,  thus  saying 
‘thank  you’  in  the  most  forceful  manner 
possible.” 


Spoil  Events  Take  Away 
Many  From  Theatres 

Minneapolis — Opposition  from  sporting 
events  is  becoming  increasingly  severe  for 
showhouses  here.  Although  business  gen- 
erally, including  the  theatre,  is  depress- 
ed, the  sports  events,  for  the  most  part, 
seem  to  be  thriving. 

University  of  Minnesota  basketball  is 
shattering  attendance  records.  Last  two 
games — those  with  Illinois  and  Ohio  State 
— set  new  high  marks.  Illinois  game  drew 
15,200  and  Ohio  State  15,700 — largest 
crowds  ever  to  see  an  indoor  event  here 
and,  outside  of  Madison  Square  Garden, 
New  York,  largest  to  witness  basketball 
games  anywhere. 

The  last  fight  card  at  the  Armory  drew 
6,000  people.  Tliere  are  now  two  profes- 
sional cards  here  a week — one  at  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre  and  the  other  at  the  Armory. 
They  are  drawing  well. 

There  also  are  wrestling  matches  once 
a week  and  high  school  basketball  games. 

National  ski  meet  drew  5,000  last  Sat- 
urday and  9,500  on  Sunday.  Snow  train 
excursions  on  Sundays  also  have  been 
pulling  many  people. 


"Cant  Take  It  With  You" 
Clicks  in  Neighborhoods 

Minneapolis — “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You”  is  doing  a tremendous  business  in 
'Twin  City  neighborhood  spots.  'The  pic- 
ture is  proving  one  of  the  biggest  neigh- 
borhood grossers  of  any  release  of  the  past 
few  years. 

In  several  Twin  City  neighborhood  spots 
house  records  have  been  broken. 


For  “TommY”  Series 

Hollywood— Scott  Darling  scripts  and 
Paul  Halvern  produces  “Stunt  Pilot,”  sec- 
ond in  Monogram’s  “Tailspin  Tommy”  se- 
ries. 
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Minnesota  Theatre 
May  Light  Up 

Minneapolis — The  4,200-seat  Minnesota 
Theatre,  largest  and  most  sumptuous 
showhouse  in  the  Northwest,  which  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  January  31,  may  reopen  with 
vaudeville  and  first-run  pictures  at  25- 
cent  admission  if  one  of  several  pending 
deals  is  completed. 

A prominent  eastern  showman  has  been 
in  Minneapolis  to  look  the  property  over. 
He  has  negotiated  with  the  owners,  but 
the  present  hitch  is  the  rental  demanded 
— regarded  as  excessively  high.  High  taxes 
and  ground  rental  are  factors  in  the  rental. 

The  theatre  also  is  interesting  a group 
of  Twin  City  neighborhood  exhibitors  who 
have  been  considering  banding  toge,>her 
to  take  it  over  and  operate  it  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.- 
Singer  downtown  houses.  The  proposed 
plan  contemplates  a pool  with  each  par- 
ticipant contributing  an  equal  amount  to 
the  required  capital. 

Because  it  could  not  see  any  way  to 
bring  down  the  necessarily  high  operating 
cost  to  a level  that  would  permit  profit- 
able operations,  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  relinquished  its  lease  on  the  showhouse 
which  it  has  kept  dark  the  past  half- 
year  following  a long  stretch  of  operating 
losses. 

It  is  estimated  that  it  would  cost  from 
$50,000  to  $100,000  to  reopen  the  theatre 
inasmuch  as,  the  sound  and  much  other 
equipment  is  owned  by  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  The  prospective  operator 
not  only  would  have  to  solve  the  problem 
of  a terrific  “nut,”  but  also  of  obtaining 
sufficient  and  satisfactory  screen  product 
and  stage  talent. 

If  the  owners  of  the  building  are  unable 
to  secure  a satisfactory  tenant,  it  has  been 
indicated  that  in  due  time  they  may  have 
to  turn  it  over  to  the  fee  owners  in  order 
to  get  out  from  under  the  taxes  and  ground 
rental.  Eventually,  it  is  feared,  the  $2,000,- 
000  structui'e  may  be  torn  down  to  make 
an  auto  parking  lot. 


Vaudeville  Gets  Grip  on 
Minneapolis  Theatres 

Minneapolis — Vaudeville  is  starting  to 
get  a foothold  in  some  of  the  lower  loop 
grind  houses  and  independent  neighbor- 
hood houses. 

Crystal,  lower  loop  dime  house,  used  one 
act,  Capt.  Frank  Allen,  “Believe  It  or 
Not”  man  who  swallows  ground  glass, 
tacks,  etc.,  and  permits  himself  to  be 
frozen  in  a cake  of  ice.  Program  also  in- 
cluded two  features  and  shorts — all  for  a 
dime. 

Princess,  large  independent  neighbor- 
hood house,  had  a stage  band  in  con- 
junction with  its  screen  program.  Ad- 
mission is  20  cents. 

Many  neighborhood  houses  have  been 
using  a mind  reading  act  and  other  such 
attractions  from  time  to  time.  Once  a 
year,  too,  they  have  a matinee  “cooking 
school.” 


A.  STEFFES,  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
chief  barker,  is  a red-hot  fight  fan 
who  will  not  miss  a card  if  he  can  help 
it,  but  he  passed  up  the  Palace  bouts  last 
Monday  night  in  order  to  talk  before  a 
local  club  in  behalf  of  the  drive  to  raise 
$25,000  for  European  refugees’  relief  which 
he  initiated.  He’s  probably  working  hard- 
er than  any  one  individual  to  put  the 
campaign  over  the  top.  Undoubtedly  the 
best  ticket  selling  job  among  the  film 
salesmen  is  being  done  by  that  United 
Artists’  live-wire,  Ray  Wylie;  for  the  ex- 
hibitors, W.  L.  “Ham”  Hamilton,  hustling 
owner  of  the  Princess  Theatre;  George 
Granstrom,  likable  and  popular  St.  Paul 
theatre  owner,  and  Sol  Torodor.  You’ve 
got  to  hand  it  to  these  boys.  They’ve 
really  worked. 

I7i  addition  to  perfornimg  a splendid 
humanitarian  service,  the  Twin  City  Va- 
riety Club  is  putting  itself  very  much  on 
the  map  here  by  its  drive.  When  the 
campaign  is  ended  there  shouldn’t  be 
anybody  in  the  Northwest  unacquainted 
with  this  organization  of  shoivmen  dedi- 
cated to  philanthropic  purposes  as  well  as 
social  activities.  The  drive  has  had  the 
best  of  publicity,  with  gratis  newspaper 
ads,  stories  galore,  a number  of  daily 
radio  talks  and  one-sheets  and  2‘1-sheets 
promineiitly  posted. 

Harry  Katz,  Harry  Hirsch’s  right-hand 
man,  back  from  a two-month  sojourn  at 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  advises  that  the  reopening 
of  the  Gayety  with  stock  burlesque  has 
'oeen  set  back  to  the  second  week  in  March. 
Hirsch  is  remaining  another  month  at 
Tucson.  Casting  will  get  under  way  abou;, 
March  7 . . . Bill  Shartin,  who  now  is 
out  in  front  in  the  Sears  drive  race  of 
Warner  Bros,  salesmen,  announces  he  has 
closed  with  every  Twin  City  account  100 
per  cent  for  1938-39  product.  Bill,  inci- 
dentally, is  driving  a new  Buick.  Charlie 
Jackson  is  in  second  place  in  the  Sears 
race,  a nose  ahead  of  Bill  Grant  who 
held  the  lead  for  several  weeks. 

M-G-M  bookers  report  a scramble  by 
exhibitors  for  “Stand  Up  and  Fight’’  and 
“Idiot’s  Delight’’  dates,  while  mquiries  are 
pouring  in  aiient  “Huckleberry  Fmn,”  im- 
pending  Mickey  Rooney  starring  vehicle 
. . . Below  zero  interludes  denting  box- 
offices  throughout  the  territory  . . . E.  W. 
O’Brien,  Warner  Bros,  playdate  auditor,  a 
visitor  . . . Bill  Crystal  of  Grand  Na- 
tional raving  about  “Titans  of  the  Deep,” 
under-sea  picture  with  Lowell  Thomas 
narratmg,  and  “Long  Shot”  and  “Cipher 
Girl.”  He  says  that  reaction  throughout 
the  territory  has  been  very  favorable  to 
Dorothy  Page,  the  “Ride  ’Em  Cow  Girl.” 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Joe  Lindsay,  Page,  N.  D.; 
M.  A.  Zimmerman,  Lakota,  N.  D.,  and 
Ernott  Hiller,  Crookston,  Minn.  . . . Elaine, 
daughter  of  W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  recovering  from  an  ap- 
pendectomy . . . Walter  Branson,  RKO 
district  manager,  in  town  . . . Bill  Evi- 
don,  Columbia  head  booker,  under  doctor’s 
care  . . . Warner  Bros,  held  special  screen- 
ing of  “Wings  of  the  Navy”  for  exhibitors 
while  RKO  did  likewise  with  the  super- 
special, “Gunga  Din”  . . . “Union  Pacific” 
to  be  ready  for  late  March  or  early  April 


release,  according  to  advices  received  by 
Ben  Blotcky  at  Paramount  here. 

Numerous  film  salesmen  were  snow  and 
ice  bound  in  northern  Minnesota  and  in 
North  and  South  Dakota  last  week.  Among 
them  Irving  Marks,  Mannie  Sgut  and  Don 
Connolly  of  Columbia  and  Pat  Halloran 
and  Archie  Zacherl  of  Universal  . . . 
“Jesse  James”  held  over  a second  week 
at  the  St.  Paul  Orpheum,  even  the  strong 
Winter  Carnival  opposition  failing  to  pre- 
vent it  from  chalkmg  up  sensational  busi- 
ness. It  runs  eight  days  at  the  State  here 
and  then  moves  over  to  the  Century  for 
an  extension  of  its  loop  first-run. 

Darrell  Donnell,  publicity  man  for  RKO’s 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  search  for  stars 
contest  a visitor.  James  Moore  and  Ho- 
bart Bosworth  will  follow  to  test  30  lead- 
ing applicants  here  and  choose  the  two 
winners  who  will  appear  at  the  Orpheum 
. . . The  sympathy  of  the  trade  here  goes 
to  Gilbert  Nathanson,  Republic  franchise 
holder,  whose  father,  Isaac,  died  in  Cali- 
fornia at  the  age  of  62.  Two  brothers 
of  the  deceased,  Nathan  and  Henry,  promi- 
nent Canadian  showmen,  attended  the 
funeral  here  . . . Heavy  sports  and  other 
opposition  for  showhouses  impends.  The 
Golden  Gloves  tournament  runs  at  the 
Auditorium  for  four  days  starting  Feb- 
ruary 12  and  the  Shriners  annual  indoor 
circus  goes  into  the  same  building  the 
week  of  February  27. 

Gordie  Greene  of  the  Palace  just  back 
from  a trip  to  Chicago,  Detroit  and  Kan- 
sas City,  where  he  went  in  quest  of  vaude- 
ville talent  . . . Leo  Murray  is  having 
hard  luek  at  his  Lyceum  Theatre  because 
of  cancellations  due  to  elosings.  “Our 
Town”  is  the  latest  to  quit  its  tour  before 
reaching  Minneapolis  . . . “Nickey”  Gold- 
hammer  of  RKO  is  wondering  why  so 
many  of  the  other  branch  offices  are 
challenging  him  for  bets  in  the  Schaefer 
drive.  Already  Dallas,  Memphis  aiid  New 
Orleans  have  laid  wagers  they’ll  beat  him 
out,  but  he  has  different  ideas  . . . Har- 
old Johiison,  Universal  branch  manager, 
visited  western  Wisconsin  accounts  . . . 
“Kelly”  Evidon,  Warner  Bros,  ad  sales 
head,  leading  his  district. 

Twin  City  exhibitors  were  pleased  at 
the  stand  of  D.  F.  Zanuck  of  20th-Fox 
regarding  radio  broadcasting  by  screen 
stars.  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  North- 
west Allied  expressed  the  hope  other  pro- 
ducers would  “see  the  light,”  too  . . . 
Bennie  Berger  and  the  wife  off  for  a 
California  vacation  . . . Joe  Pastor,  Chi- 
cago exhibitor,  recreationing  here  for  a 
few  days  . . . Merle  Potter,  Journal  film 
editor,  in  Hollywood  to  present  cups  to 
winners  of  Critics  of  America  choices  of 
best  1938  pictures  and  performers.  He’ll 
also  collect  screen  patter  while  there. 


Sign  Deanna's  Protege 

Hollywood  — Gloria  Jean,  10-year-old 
protege  of  Deanna  Durbin  has  been  given 
a long-term  acting  contract  at  Universal. 


"Came  Back"  to  Sisk 

Hollywood — Robert  Sisk  produces  “Five 
Came  Back”  for  RKO  Radio,  with  Jerry 
Cady  set  to  script. 
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Bert  Edwards  Appointed 
Monogram  Salesman 

Kansas  City — Bert  Edwards  has  been 
named  Monogram  sales  representative  for 
parts  of  Missouri  and  Kansas,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  L.  F.  Durland,  branch  mana- 
ger. 

Returns  from  the  W.  Ray  Johnston 
Jubilee  Month,  which  opened  February  4, 
both  here  and  elsewhere  throughout  the 
country,  are  very  satisfactory,  Durland 
said.  George  Weeks,  general  sales  mana- 
ger, and  George  West,  partner  in  this  and 
several  other  Monogram  exchanges,  were 
here  last  week  and  reported  an  excellent 
start  on  the  campaign.  The  local  office 
is  well  ahead  of  quota.  The  drive  is  in 
celebration  of  Johnston’s  25th  anni- 
versary in  the  motion  picture  field. 


A Dutch  Lunch  as  Hayob 
Opens  the  Mary  Lou 

Marshall,  Mo. — George  Hayob  formally 
opened  the  Mary  Lou  Theatre  here  on 
February  5 with  a dutch  lunch  to  friends 
from  Marshall  and  Kansas  City. 

Among  those  who  attended  from  Kansas 
City  were  L.  F.  Durland,  branch  manager 
of  Monogram,  and  Mrs.  Durland;  C.  M. 
Parkhurst  of  Republic-Midwest  Pictures, 
and  Mrs.  Parkhurst;  John  Scott,  and 
Marjorie  Crawford  of  Republic. 

Hayob  completely  redecorated  the  the- 
atre and  added  200  seats  to  the  balcony. 

Grand  National  Deals  With 
Kaycee  Circuits  Closed 

Kansas  City — Russ  Borg,  branch  mana- 
ger for  Grand  National,  announces  the 
closing  of  deals  with  all  the  circuits  in 
the  area  for  GN  product.  The  branch 
recently  closed  with  the  Blair  and  Com- 
monwealth circuits,  and  already  had  deals 
with  Fox  Midwest,  Glen  W.  Dickinson  and 
Dubinsky  Bros. 

The  first  Educational  short  subject  to 
be  released  by  Grand  National  went  into 
the  Newman  February  9.  Titled  "Caval- 
cade of  Stuff,”  it  features  Col.  Stoopnagle. 

Summers  and  Craver  Will 
Rebuild  at  Springs 

Excelsior  Springs,  Mo. — J.  S.  Summers 
and  William  A.  Craver  are  rebuilding  their 
house  here  which  was  recently  damaged 
by  fire. 

Other  remodeling  jobs  in  the  territory 
are  at  Maryville  where  Clarence  E.  Cook 
is  remodeling  his  800-seat  house  to  in- 
clude two  shops,  and  at  Columbia  where 
Commonwealth  Amusement  is  remodeling 
its  theatre. 

Jack  Bouma  Will  Build 
Second  in  Pocahontas 

Pocahontas,  Ia.  — Announcement  has 
been  made  by  Jack  Bouma,  manager  of 
the  Rialto  Theatre  here,  that  he  will  erect 
a $25,000  house  in  Pocahontas  this  spring. 

Construction  is  expected  to  be  started 
about  April  1.  Proposed  plans  are  being 
drawn  by  Wetherell  and  Harrison,  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha  Republic  offices. 


IIL  H W C O IL  M 

JJD  VAUGHAN  knows  what  it  feels  like 
to  have  children  on  one’s  own.  He  got 
the  bright  idea  of  having  a kid’s  matinee 
to  ballyhoo  “Wings  of  the  Navy,”  and  had 
several  handsfull  of  trouble  keeping  them 
interested  and  quiet  . . . Boxoffice,  with 
Orchestra  Leader  Dick  Gardner  and  his 
girl  singer,  Peggy  Lawson,  were  among 
the  first  night  audience  for  Orville  Ren- 
nie’s home-talent  “Opera  vs.  Swing”  pro- 
duction in  Hastings  . . . Understand  Evert 
Cummings  went  down  from  Omaha  with 
his  Mrs.  for  the  second  night. 

Both  winners  in  the  newspaper  poll,  who 
lived  in  Fairhury,  have  written  letters  to 
the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star,  saying  Ted 
Kempkes,  who  gave  them  additional  prizes, 
was  “soooo  nice”  . . . George  Monroe,  the 
younger,  is  doing  okay  with  the  Liberty 
Theatre  and  it’s  making  a better  showing 
than  it  has  tor  several  years  . . . Harvey 
Traylor  says  a guy  has  a heck  of  a time 
sowing  wild  oats  with  chicken  feed. 

Bob  Livingston  has  been  having  big 
time  conferences  lately.  It’s  hard  for  just 
an  ordinary  guy  to  get  in  his  office  . . . 
Howard  Federer  unwittingly  did  Alvin 
Hendricks  a great  favor.  Alvin  has  been 
admiring  from  afar  with  calf’s  eyes,  a 
model  named  Wilma  Uehling,  and  want- 
ed to  meet  her.  Imagine  his  surprise,  when 
he  came  to  work  last  week  and  found  the 
model  had  been  hired  by  Federer  to  bally- 
hoo ‘‘There’s  That  Woman  Again”  . . . 
Harold  Hellerich  is  counting  the  days — 
■not  the  days  until  Christmas,  or  until  the 
Orpheum  opens,  but  until  February  18. 
On  that  day  he  takes  unto  himself  a wife. 

Every  exhibitor  in  Nebraska  has  turned 
his  eyes  from  Lincoln  as  the  seat  of  the 
most  merciless  competition  and  overseat- 
ing, to  Crete,  a less  than  3,000  town  with 
ihree  theatres  . . . Vaudeville  rose  from 
the  ashes,  did  a darned  good  job  of  busi- 
ness two  days  at  the  Lincoln,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  other  booking  coming  up 
at  present. 


Raids  Help  Shows 


Des  Moines  — The  fact  that  the  Des 
Moines  police  are  making  a drive  to  clean 
up  the  taverns  and  force  the  city’s  hot 
spots  to  close  on  time,  is  proving  a box- 
office  boon  to  local  theatres. 

The  first  weekend  of  the  drive  saw  the 
Family  Theatre  doing  a lock-out  business 
with  a double  dose  double  feature  “Scar- 
face”  and  “Convict’s  Code.”  The  State 
Theatre  also  showed  “Assassin  of  Youth” 
to  capacity  crowds. 

After  a nice  take  on  the  regular  bill, 
both  the  Paramount  and  Des  Moines  the- 
atres were  opened  to  accommodate  the 
midnight  throngs  who  preferred  to  face 
“Son  of  Frankenstein”  rather  than  the 
desk  sergeant  at  the  city  jail. 

The  clean-up  campaign  continues,  and 
theatre  business  has  flourished  all  week 
to  the  tune  of  newspaper  headlines  about 
raids  and  arrests.  Managers  anticipate 
record-breaking  crowds  again  this  week- 
end. 


Pugh  Leases  a Property 
To  Neodesha  Showman 

Fredonia,  Kas. — Boxoffice  erred  last 
week  in  reporting  that  A.  W.  Pugh  had 
sold  his  Peoples  Theatre  here  to  George 
Klock. 

Pugh,  who  plans  to  move  the  Peoples  to 
a new  location  by  March  1,  simply  leased 
the  property  to  the  Neodesha  theatre 
operator. 

The  new  Peoples  will  be  located  on  North 
6th  St.,  in  a building  formerly  occupied 
by  a shoe  shop  and  printing  firm.  The 
building  will  be  renovated  and  new  equip- 
ment installed,  with  a program  policy  of 
first  run  films. 

Pugh  also  runs  the  Whiteway  Theatre 
here. 


Little  "Variety  Club" 
Formed  in  Lincoln 

Lincoln — The  government  has  the  little 
TVA,  so  Lincoln  will  have  what  practically 
constitutes  a little  “Variety  Club.”  Space 
is  being  whacked  out  in  the  Capital  Hotel, 
fitted  with  lockers,  poker  tables  and  a 
small  bar. 

The  outfit,  brainchilded  by  Bob  Huff- 
man, Lincoln  Theatres  Corp.;  George 
Monroe,  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc.;  W.  P. 
Dietz,  KFAB-KiFOR;  Charles  Shire,  Stuart 
Theatre;  and  Jack  Hanssen,  program  di- 
rector of  KFOR,  had  the  preliminary 
meeting  Wednesday. 


Robert  Gillham's  Mother 
Dies  in  Kansas  City 

Kansas  City — Mrs.  Amanda  Louise 
Marty  Gillham,  80,  mother  of  Robert  Gill- 
ham,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Paramount,  died  February  4 at  her 
home  here.  Her  husband,  who  died  in 
1889,  was  prominent  in  the  city’s  civic 
and  business  affairs. 

Funeral  services,  which  Gillham  and  his 
wife  attended,  were  held  Monday.  He  came 
here  from  New  Orleans,  and  continued 
cn  to  Hollywood. 


Rhoden  s Father  Dies 

Kansas  City — C.  A.  Rhoden,  79  years 
old,  father  of  E.  C.  Rhoden,  head  of  Fox 
Midwest  Theatres,  Inc.,  died  February  5 in 
Omaha.  Born  in  Sweden,  he  came  to 
America  as  a yoimg  man.  He  had  retired 
from  his  chief  occupations  as  railroad 
contractor  and  farmer.  Funeral  services 
were  held  'Tuesday  in  Omaha. 


Several  Book  Deals 

Kansas  City — Beverly  Miller’s  Book 
TreEisurers  have  closed  additional  deals 
with  the  Fox  Mainstreet,  Lexington,  Mo.; 
Fox  Grand,  Moberly,  Mo.;  Fox  Uptown, 
Wichita,  Kas.;  Fox  Granada,  Emporia, 
Kas.;  Fox  Crown,  Dodge  City,  Kas.;  Fox 
Strand,  Hays,  Kas.;  Granada,  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  and  Mainstreet,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 
Several  other  towns  are  coming  up. 
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He  Sent  It  Back 


Des  Moines — Dr.  Dennis  Kelly  has  that 
motion  picture  camera  back  on  his  hands. 

When  Joe  Muelhaupt  was  leaving  for 
Florida,  Dr.  Kelly  had  a camera  loaded  for 
him  and  asked  Joe  to  send  back  some 
footage  on  the  sunny  south. 

Joe’s  first  reel  didn’t  turn  out  so  well 
so  he  loaded  and  tackled  a second.  The 
film  broke.  Joe  wound  it  around  all  the 
spindles  and  spools  again.  'The  camera 
balked. 

Joe  unfastened  his  tie,  took  all  the  film 
out,  and  began  all  over.  It  didn’t  work. 

But  Joe  finally  whipped  the  contrivance. 
He  put  the  lid  on  and  neatly  trimmed  off 
what  film  was  sticking  out  around  the 
sides. 

And  then  he  sent  the  whole  works  back 
to  Dr.  Kelly. 

Republic  at  Des  Moines 
In  Drive  lor  Tilton 

Des  Moines — The  Republic-Midwest  of- 
fices in  Des  Moines  and  Omaha  are  pay- 
ing tribute  to  Elmer  J.  Tilton  with  a Sil- 
ver Jubilee  Drive  during  the  months  of 
March,  April  and  May  to  celebrate  25 
years  in  the  motion  picture  business. 

“Tilt”  entered  the  industry  as  an  ex- 
hibitor at  the  age  of  19  in  Beloit,  Wis. 
After  a year,  he  sold  out  and  became  ship- 
ping clerk,  booker,  office  manager  and 
salesman  for  the  Mutual  Film  Co.  in  Des 
Moines.  In  1915,  Mutual  closed  their  Des 
Moines  office  and  transferred  the  person- 
nel to  Omaha  where  Tilton  was  made 
manager.  He  was  sent  to  the  Kansas  City 
branch  in  1919.  During  1920  “Tilt”  served 
as  Pathe  salesman  in  Des  Moines. 

In  1921  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
First  National-Warner  Bros,  office  here. 
He  relinquished  this  position  in  1936  to 
become  the  franchise  holder  of  Republic 
Pictures  for  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 


DES  MOINES 

(Continued  from  page  52) 
ary  11  for  three  weeks  in  California  . . . 
Martin  Spellman,  child  actor,  is  a Des 
Moines  hoy  ...  If  you  want  to  hear  Opal 
Judd’s  charmin’  drawl  wax  enthusiastic, 
ask  her  about  her  autograph  collection 
. . . Walt  Lowman  is  writing  a hook  on  the 
film  industry,  but  it’s  to  fill  an  assignment 
cut  at  Drake  U,  so  he  probably  has 
omitted  all  the  more  exciting  angles  of  the 
game. 

Mrs.  Lou  Elman  and  her  lovely  little 
daughter  made  at  least  one  page  of  the 
local  rag  worth  looking  at  the  other  morn- 
ing. 


Lea(i  for  Jean  Arthur 

Hollywood — Jean  Arthur  has  the  femi- 
nine lead  in  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington,” Frank  Capra’s  next  for  Columbia. 


Metro  Borrows  Annabella 

Hollywood — Annabella  has  been  bor- 
rowed by  Metro  from  20th-Fox  for  a role 
in  “Maiden  Voyage.” 


Sundry  Prizes  at  Annual 
Andlauer  Bowling  Party 

Kansas  City — There  were  many  and 
sundry  prizes  for  those  at  the  annual 
party  given  for  members  of  the  Variety 
Bowling  League  at  the  Pla-Mor  by  Billy 
Andlauer,  local  picturetaker  for  Paramount 
Newsreel. 

'The  winners  and  prizes  follow:  Fred 
Meyn,  one  ham  and  a quart  of  oysters; 
William  Bradfield,  two  dinners  at  Nance’s; 
Bill  Dubinsky,  box  of  stationery;  David 
Cooper,  dinner  at  Fowler’s;  Walter  Lam- 
bader,  jar  of  pickles;  Charles  Gregory, 
two  pounds  of  butter;  Ted  Wilkins,  case 
of  Budweiser  and  an  Ever  Ready  flash- 
light; LaiTy  Biechele,  jar  of  pickles;  Harry 
Biederman,  set  of  ties;  Frank  Lambader, 
assorted  meats,  $1.50  worth. 

Also  Dee  Elliott,  quart  of  oysters; 
George  Baker,  package  of  groceries;  Jack 
Averill,  $1  purchase  order;  Allen  Russell, 
a cake  at  Jesse’s;  Bill  Kubitzki,  crackers, 
cheese  and  mayonnaise;  C.  H.  Potter,  jar 
of  pickles;  John  Wangberg,  one  necktie; 
Earl  Jameson  jr.,  surprise  package;  John 
Munchmore,  package  of  Maxwell  House; 
John  Tonge,  $1.50  dinner;  Norris  B.  Cress- 
well,  case  of  Muehlebach  and  five  quarts 
of  oil;  Frank  Ritter,  a novel;  E.  E.  Dun- 
can, a cake;  Luke  Pritchett,  $1  purchase 
order;  Ray  St.  James,  a cake. 


15  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Feb.  9,  1924) 

yOHN  J.  FRIEDL,  ex-Paramount  exploi- 

teer  in  the  Kaycee  area,  has  entered  the 
exhibition  field  in  Dallas  . . . Another  ex- 
ploiteer  in  these  parts,  Homer  Gill,  is  now 
managing  the  Princess  in  Sioux  City,  la. 
. . . The  Broadmour  now  has  a new  heat- 
ing system  and  has  been  renovated  by  A. 
M.  Eisner. 

The  Liberty,  Kaycee,  is  seeking  audience 
opinion  on  commercial  ad  film  via  slides 
. . . Sam  Benjamin,  manager  of  the  FBO 
exchange  in  Oklahoma  City,  is  renewing 
acquaintances  in  Kaycee  . . . Bob  Carnie, 
formerly  with  Metro,  is  now  traveling 
Kansas  sod  for  Associated  Exhibitors. 

Bill  Warner,  asked  by  Boxoffice  if  he 
wanted  his  name  in  the  paper,  smiled  a 
“No,”  explaining  everybody  knows  him. 
He  got  it  in  the  columns  anyhow,  with 
this  added  bit:  “What  we  really  wanted 
to  do,  was  to  say  something  nice  about 
him.” 

A visitor  in  Kaycee  was  Harry  Scott, 
Pathe  general  sales  manager.  Cecil 
Vaughan,  local  manager,  called  in  his 
salesmen  for  conferences  with  Scott  dur- 
ing the  visitor’s  stay  . . . G.  B.  Howe, 
service  manager  at  the  Universal  exchange 
in  Kaycee,  has  resigned,  announcing  no 
definite  plans  for  the  moment. 

Gerald  Akers  has  been  appointed  a dis- 
trict manager  for  Universal,  with  super- 
vision over  company  exchanges  in  Kay- 
cee, St.  Louis  and  Minneapolis  . . . John 
Judd  is  now  managing  the  Beyer  Theatre 
in  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo.  . . . Fred  McCoy 
of  Kaycee  is  moving  to  Springfield,  Mo., 


Took  Two  Houses 


Des  Moines — Tri-States  Theatre  Corp., 
officials  estimated  that  more  than  3,600 
persons  saw  the  midnight  test  showing  of 
“Son  of  Frankenstein,”  at  the  Paramount 
here. 

The  one  theatre  was  unable  to  accom- 
modate the  crowd  that  gathered  to  see  the 
horror  film,  so  the  Des  Moines  Theatre 
next  door  was  opened  for  the  overflow. 
Both  houses  were  filled. 

The  large  front  plate  glass  window  at 
the  Union  Bus  Depot  next  door  to  the 
Paramount  was  broken  when  persons  in 
the  crowd  waiting  for  admittance  to  the 
theatre  leaned  or  were  pushed  against  it. 

The  film  opened  Friday  at  the  Para- 
mount. 


Bandit  Killed  in  Attempt 
To  Rob  Theatre  Safe 

Minneapolis — One  of  two  burglars  about 
to  crack  the  safe  of  the  El  Lago  Theatre, 
local  neighborhood  house,  was  shot  and 
fatally  wounded  by  a detective  planted  on 
the  premises.  The  other  bandit  is  believed 
to  have  been  wounded.  Police  also  sought 
a third  accomplice  whom  they  believe 
must  have  been  in  an  automobile  outside. 

Ironically,  the  picture  being  shown  at 
the  El  Lago  when  the  safe  robbers  efforts 
met  disaster  was  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You.” 

The  trio  is  believed  to  be  the  same  that 
has  forced  entry  into  a number  of  other 
Twin  City  neighborhood  theatres  during 
recent  weeks  on  safe-cracking  expeditions. 

In  consequence  of  the  gang’s  activities, 
the  police  department  has  been  planting 
detectives  in  a number  of  the  showhouses. 
It  did  not  take  long  for  the  plan  to  work 
out  successfully. 

Less  than  a fortnight  ago,  the  burglars 
effected  entrance  to  the  Nile  Theatre,  de 
luxe  neighborhood  house,  cracked  the  safe, 
bound  the  janitor  when  he  reported  for 
work  and  escaped  with  considerable  loot 
after  damaging  the  premises. 


Film  Ad  Head  Discusses 
Advertising  Progress 

Des  Moines — Progress  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture advertising  service  from  the  old 
“nickelodeon”  days  to  the  present  was 
discussed  before  the  Des  Moines  Adver- 
tising Club  here  Tuesday  noon  by  W.  H. 
Hendren  jr. 

Hendren  is  president  of  the  United  Film 
Ad  Service,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


where  he’ll  handle  publicity  for  the  Jef- 
ferson and  Princess  theatres. 

The  Motion  Picture  Equipment  Dealers’ 
convention  in  Chicago  drew  Clyde  Badger 
of  Stebbins  Theatre  Supply,  T.  F.  Cole  of 
Cole  Theatre  Supply,  and  C.  D.  Struble  of 
Yale  Theatre  Supply  . . . Ben  Blotcky, 
Paramount  exchange  manager  in  Kaycee, 
has  returned  from  a national  sales  con- 
vention held  by  the  company  in  New 
York. 
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Air  Rivalry  Remedy 
"Up  to  Producers" 

New  York — If  exhibitors  who  complain 
about  purported  competition  due  to  film 
stars’  appearances  on  air  shows  want  a 
remedy,  it  must  be  worked  out  with  pro- 
ducers, not  the  networks. 

This  is  the  view  of  Niles  Trammel, 
executive  vice-president  and  assistant  to 
Lenox  Lohr,  NBC  president.  Trammel  re- 
cently made  an  “inquiry  call”  to  the 
studios  to  get  coast  reaction  for  a “com- 
mon meeting  ground”  between  the  two 
entertainment  mediums. 

His  visit  there  with  executives  and  per- 
formers did  not  have  for  its  purpose  any 
projected  code,  being  more  of  an  ex- 
ploratory nature.  Asked  whether  his  talks 
would  result  in  attempting  an  approach 
to  vitiate  the  complaints  of  exhibitors,  he 
said:  “A  formula  in  show  business  is  im- 
possible. There  are  too  many  unpredict- 
able factors.” 

Further  emphasizing  the  sideline  posi- 
tion played  by  NBC  in  the  radio-theatre 
competition  controversy.  Trammel  pointed 
to  the  physical  limitations  imposed  on 
networks  in  making  available  only  certain 
broadcasting  hours  that  are  open  for  pro- 
gram sponsors.  Trammel  added  his  com- 
pany plays  no  part  in  selecting  the  play- 
ers for  a given  program,  confining  its  in- 
terest to  selling  air  time.  In  this  connec- 
tion he  passed  the  responsibility  for  those 
who  may  appear  on  the  programs  to  the 
producers. 

“Of  course,”  he  interposed,  “we  want 
the  best  shows  on  our  programs.  If  they 
turn  out  good  they  make  more  money  for 
all  concerned.  The  same  applies  to  good 
pictures,  it  seems  to  me.  ‘Snow  White’  is 
a good  example.  Perhaps  better  pictures 
are  the  answer.” 

Yet,  even  as  the  two  industries  are  now 
cooperating.  Trammel  feels  they  have 
“something  mutually  beneficial.”  In  this 
respect,  he  said  neither  the  executives  nor 
stars  he  spoke  to  on  the  coast  had  any 
“objections”  to  use  of  studio  talent  on  the 
air.  He  found,  he  said,  that  the  studios 
were  “deeply  appreciative”  of  the  pub- 
licity and  “plugs”  given  to  forthcoming 
productions,  in  that  the  exploitation 
“helps  to  build  up  audience  acceptance  of 
a picture,  as  well  as  for  the  stars  and 
producers.” 

Trammel  said  he  is  preparing  a report 
on  his  Hollywood  findings  for  Lohr,  but 
that  it  probably  would  not  be  made  public. 


Cheer  Power  Withdrawal 
But  Sight  No  Trend 

Oklahoma  City  — While  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck’s  action  in  terminating  the  radio 
contract  of  Tyrone  Power  is  viewed  with 
optimism  by  small-town  exhibitors  in 
Oklahoma,  larger  independents  and  circuit 
operators  fail  to  see  in  it  a trend  toward 
producer  restriction  of  film  star  broad- 
cast activity. 

Admitting  that  Power’s  withdrawal  may 
have  a salutary  effect,  the  larger  opera- 
tors consider  the  Power  incident  a solitary 
case,  the  outcome  of  which  was  based  more 
on  the  star’s  adaptability  to  the  ether 
medium  than  on  the  genesis  of  a move- 


ment away  from  air  channels.  They  con- 
tend that  many  other  Hollywood  name 
players  are  offering  stiffer  competition  and 
point  to  such  programs  as  the  “Good 
News”  show  by  Metro  and  the  Bing  Crosby 
hour. 

Most  objections  to  radio  competition 
come  in  this  area  from  the  smaller  towns. 
Locally,  exhibitors  are  cooperating  with 
the  broadcasting  stations  instead  of  fight- 
ing them.  They  are  exchanging  screen 
advertisements  for  spot  announcements, 
and  in  several  instances  paying  hard  cash 
for  promotional  broadcasts. 


Cincinnati  Exhibitors  Laud 
Tyrone  Power's  Radio  Exit 

Cincinnati — “I  believe  this  is  only  a 
forerunner  of  more  movements  in  this  di- 
rection,” Maurice  White,  president  of 
United  Theatres  and  an  associate  of  Ike 
Libson  in  several  enterprises,  says  in  com- 
menting on  the  withdrawal  of  'Tyrone 
Power  from  radio  broadcast  activity.  He 
contends  the  Thursday  and  Sunday  night 
air  programs  are  trade’s  greatest  competi- 
tion. 

Wess  Huss,  president  of  Associated  The- 
atres, also  expressed  satisfaction  over  the 
action  by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th-Fox  pro- 
duction chief,  which  company  has  Power 
under  contract. 

Loew  Allowance  Plea 
Filing  Date  Nears 

New  York — Application  for  allowances 
in  the  Loew  minority  stockholders  suit  will 
be  filed  before  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Lcuis  A.  Valente  by  Emil  K.  Ellis  and 
other  attorneys  for  the  plaintiffs  Wednes- 
day. 

During  the  week,  Ellis  submitted  a brief 
of  findings  of  fact.  Former  Judge  Joseph 
M.  Proskauer  of  Proskauer,  Rose  & Pas- 
kus,  representing  Loew’s,  also  filed  similar 
findings.  From  these  findings.  Judge 
Valente  will  decide  which  have  been  es- 
tablished as  facts. 

One  of  the  findings  listed  by  Ellis  is 
understood  to  deal  with  the  release  by 
Louis  B.  Mayer  and  J.  Robert  Rubin  of 
payments  in  connection  with  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Thalberg  estate  claim.  Others 
deal  with  the  Ohio  and  Chippewa  Theatres 
and  accountings  in  regard  to  foreign  sub- 
sidiaries. 

Schines  Acquire  Three 
Fenyvessy  Theatres 

Rochester — Myer  and  Louis  Schine  have 
acquired  the  three  Fenyvessy  theatres  here. 
Seme  time  ago,  the  Schines  took  over  a 
fourth  house  from  the  Fenyvessy  group 
on  lease.  The  latest  deal  was  consum- 
mated over  the  weekend  when  Willard  C. 
McKay,  Schine  attorney,  flew  in  from 
Miami  on  the  transfer.  After  winding  up 
the  deal,  McKay  left  by  plane  for  Miami 
Beach  where  he  rejoined  Myer  Schine, 
who  is  vacationing  there  with  his  family. 
Louis  Schine  plans  to  go  south  upon  his 
brother’s  return.  This  makes  about  130 
for  the  Schine  circuit. 


Director  Turns  Actor 

Hollywood — Charles  Barton,  veteran  di- 
rector, has  turned  actor,  winning  a fea- 
tured role  in  the  remake  of  “Beau  Geste” 
at  Paramount. 


Boris  Morros  Plans 
Two  Films  Yearly 

New  York — At  least  two  pictures  a year 
to  be  produced  in  Hollywood  is  the  tenta- 
tive plan  of  Boris  Morros,  who,  after  16 
continuous  years  with  Paramount  in  var- 
ious capacities  and  recently  as  associate 
producer  and  musical  director,  has  joined 
with  Leon  Siritzki,  French  exhibitor,  in 
the  formation  of  a production-distribu- 
tion enterprise. 

Morros  says  he  has  more  than  one  ap- 
proach to  the  new  project.  This  will  be 
the  basis  of  forthcoming  conferences  with 
Siritzki,  who,  with  his  son,  Sarny,  will  ar- 
rive from  France  shortly.  In  any  event, 
the  elder  Siritzki — “a  self-made  man” — 
controlling  about  300  theatres  in  import- 
ant French  centers,  will  be  in  charge  of 
the  Paris  office,  as  well  as  looking  after 
his  theatre  interests,  while  Sarny  man- 
ages the  New  York  branch  and  Morros 
looks  after  the  Hollywood  angles. 

Morros  now  owns  rights  to  several  out- 
standing foreign  films,  he  says,  and  may 
remake  these  in  Hollywood.  His  deal  with 
Siritzki  assures  maximum  playing  time  in 
France.  As  for  world-wide  distribution, 
Morros  says  he  now  has  a “definite”  com- 
mitment with  a major  company,  but  is 
continuing  conferences  with  others  along 
these  lines. 

He  may  also  open  a Broadway  show- 
window  for  his  productions,  he  added.  This 
may  either  be  with  an  existing  operator, 
or  may  involve  the  outright  purchase  or 
lease  of  a house. 

As  for  production  personnel,  Morros  says 
he  has  a “very  able”  group  of  “young 
talent,  unsung  heroes,”  who  are  more  in- 
terested in  doing  a job  than  arguing  over 
credit  lines. 

Morros  plans  to  be  here  for  about  two 
w'eeks,  during  which  he  expects  to  nego- 
tiate for  film  rights  to  a few  Broadway 
plays. 


Would  Destroy  Prints 
In  Fight  Film  Suit 

Chicago — A court  order  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  certain  prizefight  film  prints  is 
sought  by  the  government  in  its  suit 
against  Bell  & Howell  on  charges  of  viola- 
tion of  the  federal  law  against  interstate 
transportation  of  such  sequences.  The  firm 
will  not  protest  the  application,  it  is  said. 

The  company  is  charged  with  mailing 
prints  of  the  Louis-Schmeling  bout  and  the 
old  Dempsey  film,  “Idol  of  Millions,”  to 
the  Philip  Glowlamp  Works,  Ltd.,  at  Eind- 
hoben,  Holland.  Government  counsel  said 
the  prints  were  seized  on  retuim  to  the 
defendant. 


Gets  Peruvian  Dates 

New  York  — The  William  Rowland 
Spanish  picture,  “Di  Que  Me  Quieres,” 
which  RKO  is  distributing,  will  open 
simultaneously  March  12  in  five  theatres 
in  Lima,  Peru,  according  to  word  from 
Bert  Reisman,  RKO  manager  for  Peru. 
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Menches  Protests 
Akron  Price  Storq 

Cleveland — Exception  to  a story  ap- 
pearing in  Boxoffice  for  January  28  en- 
titled “Akron  Second  Runs  Near  a Price 
War”  is  registered  by  Robert  Menches  of 
the  Liberty  Operating  Co.  in  Akron  via  a 
letter  to  this  publication.  First  the  story, 
then  the  letter. 

The  story; 

“Visions  of  another  price  war  in  the 
downtown  second  run  houses  appeared 
when  the  Forum,  newly  built,  went  into 
a 10-15  cent  policy. 

“Liberty,  second-run  house  operated  by 
Robert  Menches,  head  of  the  Akron  in- 
dependents, and  just  outside  the  business 
district,  recently  went  into  a straight  15- 
cent  policy  with  double  bills.” 

The  letter: 

“The  article  appearing  in  Boxoffice 
titled  ‘AKRON  SECOND  RUNS  NEAR  A 
PRICE  WAR’  is  far  from  a truthful  state- 
ment, and  I demand  the  source  you  have 
acquired  this  propagandish  information. 
You  have  also  printed  a serious  misstate- 
ment regarding  myself  and  the  Liberty 
Theatre  which  must  be  corrected! 

“We  have  in  Akron  an  availability  for 
each  house  according  to  admission  charged. 
So  far  as  the  Forum  Theatre  is  concern- 
ed I believe  the  management  of  that  house 
are  better  able  to  form  their  own  house 
policy  than  a lot  of  butting  in  from  the 
outside.  I also  understand  they  are  mere- 
ly operating  temporarily  a few  hours  at 
the  matinee  at  10  cents. 

“Regarding  the  glaring  and  maliciously 
phrased  statement  of  the  Liberty  and  my- 
self— let  me  inform  Boxoffice  and  your- 
self, that  we  dropped  to  15  cents  for  adults 
matinee  and  evening  JUNE  1938 — and  NOT 
just  recently  as  you  state.  We  were  forced 
to  drop  our  admission  to  stay  in  business 
at  that  time  through  the  opposition  of 
the  NEW  HIGHLAND  and  being  forced 
to  follow  that  theatre  on  major  product. 

“We  are  NOT  ‘just  outside  the  business 
district’ — we  are  approximately  one  mile 
from  the  downtown  business  district,  and 
also  you  make  it  appear  as  though  the 
Liberty  Theatre  is  alone  on  double-bills! 
Every  theatre  in  Akron  double-bills — first 
runs  and  last  runs!  The  Liberty  Theatre 
is  operating  legally  and  legitimately  at 
15  cents  in  its  proper  availability,  so  set 
up  in  March  1938  by  and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  a handful  of  meddlers.” 


Fox  in  Detroit  to  New 
National  Subsidiary 

Detroit — The  new  Fox  Michigan  Corp., 
subsidiary  of  National  Theatres,  is  for- 
mally taking  possession  of  the  Fox  The- 
atre here,  completing  an  action  confirmed 
by  federal  court  three  years  ago.  'The 
Woodmont  Corp.  has  been  formed  to  be- 
come owner  of  the  theatre  real  estate 
only,  excluding  the  office  building,  which 
is  separately  treated.  This  latter  firm, 
the  Woodmont  Corp.,  leased  the  house  to 
the  Fox  Michigan  Corp. 

David  M.  Idzal,  who  has  been  co-trus- 
tee with  the  Union  Guardian  Trust  Co.. 
wiU  remain  as  managing  director. 


West  Virginia  ITO  Invites 
Colonel  Cole  as  Speaker 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Richard  D.  Marks, 
vice-president  of  the  ITO  of  W.  Va.,  an- 
nounces that  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Allied  States  Ass’n,  has 
been  invited  to  address  a general  meeting 
of  the  ITO  at  the  Waldo  Hotel  here  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  February  28. 

From  all  indications  this  will  be  the 
largest  attended  exhibitor  meeting  ever 
held  in  the  Mountain  State.  Marks  states 
theatre  owners  and  managers  from  all 
parts  of  West  Virginia  will  be  present  for 
the  afternoon  session  which  will  be  pre- 
sided over  by  R.  J.  “Riney”  Hiehle,  presi- 
dent of  the  ITO. 

West  Virginia  exhibitors  have  been  very 
busy  during  recent  week  in  connection 
with  fighting  various  adverse  legislation, 
some  bills  of  which  are  now  in  committee 
and  some  bills  threatened,  but  not  intro- 
duced to  date. 

A new  bill  in  the  legislature  at  Charles- 
ton would  license  all  motion  picture  ma- 
chine operators.  Another  measure  in  the 
hopper  would  require  two  operators  in  a 
booth  at  all  times.  Bank  Night  and  all 
theatre  giveaways  would  be  prohibited 
under  terms  of  another  bill.  A state 
wage-hou'r  act  has  held  the  attention  of 
theatre  owners.  The  West  Virginia  blue 
law  would  be  repealed  imder  provisions  of 
another  bill.  Exhibitors  have  been  kept 
on  pins  and  needles  regarding  threatened 
admission  tax  bills  and  censorship 
measures. 

The  evening  of  February  28  will  be 
turned  over  to  a testimonial  banquet  which 
will  honor  Charles  Dortic,  GN  manager  of 
the  Pittsburgh  branch,  and  Bobby  Dun- 


bar, Pittsburgh  office  manager  for  Vita- 
graph. 

In  addition  to  the  record  crowd  of  West 
Virginia  exhibitors  expected  for  the  after- 
noon business  session  and  the  evening 
social  affair,  many  exhibitors  of  western 
Pennsylvania  will  be  present  in  addition 
to  representatives  of  all  Pittsburgh  film 
distributing  companies  and  supply  and 
accessories  firms  of  Pittsburgh.  C.  C. 
Kellenberg  is  in  charge  of  the  western 
Pennsylvania  delegation. 


M.  A.  Rosenberg  Up 
Allied  Ladder 

Pittsburgh — M.  A.  Rosenberg  has  been 
appointed  vice-president  of  the  national 
Allied  States  Ass’n  of  Motion  Picture 
Exhibitors. 

The  appointment  was  made  from  the 
office  of  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Dallas,  Tex.,  new- 
ly elected  president  of  the  association. 

Rosenberg  has  served  several  years  as 
president  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc., 
and  is  a veteran  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  local  exhibitor  group,  hav- 
ing been  active  as  chairman  of  this  board 
and  prominent  on  various  important  com- 
mittees representing  independent  theatre 
owners  over  a long  period.  He  served  as 
an  alternate  on  national  Allied’s  negotiat- 
ing committee  of  recent  date.  More  than 
a decade  ago  he  served  the  local  MPTO 
as  president. 

Rosenberg’s  Rialto  Theatre,  uptown 
Fifth  Ave.,  is  the  theatre  closest  to  Film- 
row,  being  but  a few  blocks  away,  and 
convenient  to  the  MPTO  office  at  84  Van 
Braam  St.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Variety  Club. 


"Important  Issues" 
To  W.  Pa.  MPTO 


Pittsburgh — “Important  issues  will  be 
discussed  and  acted  upon,”  said  M.  A. 
Rosenberg,  president  of  MPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
in  calling  a general  meeting  for  Thurs- 
day noon,  February  16. 

Arrangements  for  the  afternoon,  with 
a noon  luncheon,  have  been  completed 
with  the  William  Penn  Hotel.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  undisclosed  subjects,  it  is 
understood  a report  of  the  recent  an- 
nual national  Allied  directors  will  be  made 
and  that  a resolution  may  be  presented 
calling  for  the  various  producers  to  with- 
draw their  film  stars  from  radio  pro- 
grams, thus  following  the  lead  of  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  of  20th  Century-Fox  who  has 
taken  Tyrone  Power  off  the  air.  The 
newly  crowned  “King  of  the  Movies”  was 
withdrawn  from  his  regular  Sunday  eve- 
ning radio  program  “because  of  the 
validity  in  the  insistence  of  theatre  ex- 
hibitors who  contend  they  are  being  se- 
verely injured  because  the  air  is  so 


Measure  lor  Dog  Races 
Is  Up  in  Harrisburg 

Harrisburg — ^A  bill  creating  a state  rac- 
ing commission  to  authorize  and  issue  per- 
mits for  dog  races  has  been  submitted  by 
Rep.  John  L.  Powers  of  Allegheny  county. 
A ten  per  cent  tax  on  the  gross  receipts 
and  five  per  cent  on  bets  wagered  through 
pari-mutuel  machines  would  be  used  for 
mothers’  assistance  and  state-aided  hos- 
pitals. 

Betting  on  any  race  event  in  Pennsyl- 
vania is  illegal  at  present. 


crowded  with  screen  personalities,”  Zanuck 
announced. 

No  double  feature  can  compete  with 
the  star  value  presented  on  the  radio, 
especially  on  Thursdays  and  Sundays,  ac- 
cording to  local  exhibitors.  Probably  five 
or  six  feature  pictures  would  be  required 
by  theatres  to  compete  in  star  value  with 
radio  programs  as  presented  in  one  eve- 
ning on  the  networks,  a Pittsburgh  the- 
atre owner  contends. 

It  is  likely  legislative  problems  will  be 
discussed  at  the  February  16  meeting.  Also 
scheduled  for  announcement  is  the  latest 
development  in  the  industry’s  trade  prac- 
tice program. 
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Lhiselmg  iactics 
Are  Disappearing 

Pittsburgh — Unauthorized  exhibition  of 
films  has  become  less  and  less  of  a prob- 
lem in  recent  years,  according  to  Harold 
Groves  of  the  Copyright  Protection  Bu- 
reau. Checking  on  the  local  area  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years,  the  bureau’s 
traveling  representative  says  there  is  lit- 
tle bicycling  and  unauthorized  use  of  films 
compared  to  a decade  ago. 

Established  exhibitors,  for  the  most  part, 
will  have  none  of  such  illegal  dealings. 
Mostly,  when  bicycling  is  discovered,  it  is 
the  practice  of  exhibitors  of  little  experi- 
ence. One  exhibitor,  recently  admitted  to 
bicycling  when  faced  with  proof  of  his 
activities,  told  Groves  he  was  surprised 
exhibitors  hadn’t  bicycled  before  this,  be- 
lieving that  he  had  discovered  a new 
“chiseling”  racket  for  himself.  Other  ir- 
regularities of  recent  date  were  discovered 
in  the  west,  according  to  Groves,  who  re- 
fers to  himself  as  the  “bicycling  me- 
chanic.” 

Groves  has  been  checking  this  area  for 
about  15  years  and  has  uncovered  many 
unauthorized  use  of  prints,  but  there  has 
been  little  trouble  in  recent  years.  Where 
bicycling  is  practiced,  it  is  easy  to  expose 
and  convictions  are  obtained  upon  pre- 
sentment of  evidence  to  the  Copyright 
Bureau.  Experience  has  taught  the  use 
of  films  of  which  the  copyright  has  not 
been  waived  are  the  most  costly  motion 
pictures  that  can  be  exhibited  at  any 
theatre. 


Sheridan  Square  Price 
Placed  at  $450,000 

Pittsburgh — A reported  price  of  $450,- 
000  was  paid  by  Warner  Bros,  for  the 
Sheridan  Square  Theatre,  Penn  Ave., 
East  Liberty.  Built  in  1913  for  the  Harris 
Amusement  Co.,  the  Warner  company  has 
operated  the  theatre  under  lease  for  a 
number  of  years. 


Valente  Takes  Cadogan 

Cadogan,  Pa. — The  Cadogan  Theatre  has 
been  transferred  to  I.  Valente.  Former 
operator  was  D.  R.  Goodyear. 


Bingo  Restriction 
In  Ohio 

Cleveland — Non-theatrical  Bingo  mav 
be  eliminated  from  theatre  competition 
in  Ohio  as  the  result  of  a ruling  of 
Glen  R.  Hudson,  representative  of  the 
state  tax  commission. 

The  ruling  states  that  Bingo  permits 
shall  be  issued  only  when  40  per  cent 
of  the  gross  receipts  are  used  for 
charity. 

Belief  was  expressed  at  City  Hall 
that  the  game  will  not  last  long  at 
most  clubs  in  view  of  this  state  require- 
ment which  leaves  little  for  prize  money 
after  expenses  are  paid. 


Heads  New  Exchange — 

William  Flemion,  'president  of  the 
newly  revived  Excellent  Pictures  Corp. 
in  Detroit.  In  addition  to  the  Mon- 
arch product,  Excellent  promises  26 
features  and  16  westerns.  Associated 
with  Flemion  as  secretary -treasurer 
will  he  Anne  O’Donnell. 


Detroit — Extensive  distribution  of  16mm 
product  to  schools,  churches  and  other 
institutions  is  one  announced  goal  of 
William  Flemion,  president  of  Excellent 
Pictures. 

The  company,  newly  formed  for  the 
distribution  of  35mm  films,  will  maintain 
a library  of  16mm  films  to  extend  into  all 
fields. 


Burt  Foster  to  Excellent 
As  Vice-President 

Detroit — Burt  Foster,  who  has  been 
state  salesman  for  Monogram  Pictures  for 
two  years,  is  joining  the  new  Excellent 
Pictures  Corp  as  vice-president  and  state 
salesman.  He  was  formerly  with  the  old 
Excellent  organization  for  eight  years,  be- 
fore joining  Monogram. 

Circuit  Sets  Up  Special 
Exploitation  Campaigns 

Detroit — United  Detroit  Circuit  has 
been  busy  handling  special  exploitations 
on  the  spring  lineup  of  forthcoming  at- 
tractions. Art  Catlin,  United  Artists  spe- 
cial exploiteer,  has  been  in  town  cooperat- 
ing with  Earl  Hudson,  the  circuit’s  pub- 
licity director.  Catlin  has  just  finished  a 
job  on  “'Trade  Winds,”  and  is  now  busy 
working  on  a series  of  tieups  for  “Topper 
Takes  a Trip.” 

A whole  series  of  cooperative  adver- 
tising tieups,  one  with  the.  American  Ex- 
press Co.,  Philco  Radio,  bookstore  win- 
dows, style  windows  in  retail  stores,  and 
a special  radio  transcription  program  are 
part  of  Catlin’s  accomplishments. 

Special  screening  was  set  for  Wednes- 
day night  at  the  Projection  'Theatre  in 
the  circuit  offices  for  “The  Beachcomber,” 
opening  at  the  Michigan  on  February  17. 
All  newspaper  executives,  including  man- 
aging and  city  editors,  feature  writers  and 
critics  are  invited. 


gILL  BLATT,  one  of  the  Blatt  Bros. 

circuit  operators,  was  called  to  New 
York  last  week  due  to  the  serious  illness 
of  a sister  who  is  suffering  with  pneu- 
monia. Mother  Blatt,  affectionately  known 
as  “The  Governor,”  and  in  whose  honor 
the  fine  new  Somerset  'Theatre  is  named, 
also  made  the  trip  . . . Ed  Stuve,  veteran 
local  Paramount  representative,  was  down 
with  a severe  cold  for  several  weeks  . . . 
Bill  Finkel,  south  side  exhibitor,  has  been 
named  to  Carnegie  Tech’s  athletic  council. 

Here’s  something:  Phil  Brozier,  Avella 
exhibitor,  says  he  is  59  and  never  told  a 
lie  in  his  life!  . . . Mark  Browar,  Center 
Ave.  showman,  has  returned  from  Hot 
Springs  where  he  goes  each  winter  for 
“the  rest  cure”  . . . John  H.  Harris  has 
been  named  chairman  of  the  Easter  Mon- 
day charity  ball  of  the  K.  of  G. 

A baby  daughter  has  been  born  to  the 
Jerome  Grays.  Daddy  manages  the  Gray 
Theatre,  Spangler,  for  his  father,  Joseph 
Gray,  who  has  just  retired  as  a U.  S. 
congressman.  'The  new  arrival  has  been 
named  Anita  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lew  Lefton 
extend,  through  this  publication,  a cordial 
invitation  to  all  their  friends  to  attend 
the  Variety  Club  Family  Party  on  Friday, 
February  24. 

Glenn  Caruthers,  Grove  City  showman, 
after  a physical  check-up  at  a Cleveland 
clinic,  is  back  on  the  job  . . . H.  R.  Wood, 
Apollo  Theatre  owner,  and  Mrs.  Wood  are 
headed  for  Florida  . . . Sympathy  to  Bill 
Graner,  local  Ross  Federal  Service  man- 
ager, whose  mother  died  here  at  the  age 
0/  75  . . . Dave  Kimelman  and  his  Para- 
mount staff  are  busy  on  the  company’s  an- 
nual Four-Star  Drive,  which  officially 
opens  in  a couple  of  weeks. 

L.  J.  Katz,  lATSE’s  local  executive,  was 
in  the  east  this  week  attending  funeral 
services  for  Michael  E.  Comerford,  veteran 
circuit  operator,  at  Scranton,  and  also  for 
the  late  John  B.  Mitchell,  veteran  lA  busi- 
ness agent  at  Wilkes-Barre  . . . Harry  M. 
Kalmine,  WB  zone  manager,  is  now  on 
the  board  of  governors  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Lyceum. 

Bill  Decker,  Warner  circuit  manager  at 
Johnstown,  is  convalescing  in  Florida  from 
his  recent  illness  . . . Lou  Gilbert,  man- 
ager of  the  local  Warner  Theatre,  also  is 
in  Florida  for  his  health  . . . C.  J.  Latta, 
WB’s  local  circuit  district  manager,  is 
vacationing  there  . . . Jules  Lapidus,  GN 
district  manager,  has  been  spending  most 
of  his  time  out  in  the  field. 

Ben  Welansky,  Monogram  franchise 
holder  for  Boston  and  Pittsburgh,  was 
here  on  business  with  Mark  Goldman, 
local  manager.  Welansky  and  Abe  Wei- 
ner, UA  manager  here,  are  old-time  friends 
in  the  industry  at  Boston.  They  got  to- 
gether several  evenings  while  the  former 
was  in  the  city  . . . M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
MPTO  president,  finds  Mrs.  Rosenberg 
following  in  his  footsteps,  she  having 
been  elected  to  the  presidency  of  Beth 
Shalom  Sisterhood,  one  of  this  city’s  larg- 
est women’s  organizations. 

Bob  Hines,  stage  manager  at  the  Irene 
Kaufman  Settlement,  has  gone  to  Holly- 
( Continued  on  page  60) 
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Hi-  Yo  Silver! 

'^The  Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again'^ 

JIM  ALEXANDER'S 
19th  ANNUAL  ROUND-UP 

Same  Time~Same  Dates  February— March-* April 


Here  we  find  "]im"  Alexander  riding  Silver  . . . Sam  Fineberg  is  holding  fast  to 
Silver's  tail  . . . George  Collins  is  doin'  a rope  trick  . . . That's  Lou  Hanna  with 
the  shootin'  irons  . . . And  perched  on  the  fence  with  "ge-tar"  and  "se-gar"  is 
Hymie  Wheeler! 

These  Cowboys  Are  Doughboys 

PROFIT  EARNING  FEATURES!  FINEST  SERIALS  PRODUCED! 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  PITTSBURCH 

1701  BLVD.  OF  THE  ALLIES  ATlantic  4858 


BOXOFFICE 
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W.  GRIFFITH,  now  in  virtual  retire- 
ment at  his  La  Grange  estate,  was 
guest  of  the  Young  Men’s  Hebrew  Ass’n 
of  Louisville  at  a showing  of  “Abraham 
Lincoln,”  one  of  Griffith’s  productions.  It 
was  filmed  in  1930.  Tlie  film  was  pro- 
jected in  the  club  rooms. 

Sound  equipment  costing  approximately 
$1,500  has  been  installed  at  the  Columbia 
Auditorium  in  Louisville  under  supervision 
of  Harry  Martin,  manager,  who  entered 
the  film  business  seriously  a few  weeks 
back.  Playing  pictures  with  special  and 
unusual  twists,  Martin  started  off  with 
“Cloistered”  and  followed  up  with  “I  Was 
a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany.” 

Fred  Dolle,  head  of  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Amusement  Co.  of  Louisville,  left  for  a 
trip  to  New  York  City  . . . Advance  sale 
of  reserved  seat  tickets  for  “Pygmalion,” 
which  will  get  a special  showing  at  Loew’s 
before  opening  up  for  a regular  run,  went 
on  sale  . . . “Jesse  James”  moved  over 
from  the  Rialto  to  the  Strand  for  its  third 
week  in  Louisville. 

Hod  Wagner,  manager  of  the  Majestic 
and  Little  Theatres  at  Seymour,  Ind.,  both 
owned  by  the  Switow  chain,  was  in  Louis- 
ville on  a business  jaunt.  Recovering  from 
illness.  Miss  Mabel  Blankenship,  Loew’s 
boxoffice  attendant,  was  expected  back  at 
her  post  shortly  . . . Floyd  Brown,  mana- 
ger of  the  Universal  Indianapolis  exchange, 
dropped  in  to  see  the  Sivitows  on  business 
matters  . . . An  all-girl  stage  show  has 
been  booked  for  the  Ada  Meade,  Switow 
house  at  Lexington.  It  has  been  custom 
for  this  concern  to  book  a show  for  the 
Ada  Meade  annually  during  fall  and  win- 
ter seasons.  J.  T.  Roberson  is  manager  of 
that  house. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  V.  Snooks  of  La  Grange 
were  in  Louisville  on  a buying  trip.  He 
manages  the  Griffith  at  La  Grange,  named 
after  the  retired  producer,  D.  W.  Griffith, 
native  of  La  Grange  . . . Eddie  Huber, 
purchasing  agent,  and  Mary  Bixby,  stenog- 
rapher for  the  Fourth  Avenue  Amusement 
Co.,  are  holding  their  breath  these  days. 
Both  went  in  for  Irish  Sweepstakes  tick- 
ets . . . “Kentucky,”  which  closed  a six- 
week  run  in  Louisville  to  outdo  any  other 
film  shown  in  this  city,  moved  right  across 
the  Ohio  River  to  New  Albany,  Ind.,  for 
a run  at  Switows’  Grand  . . . Clarence 
Steuerle,  manager  of  the  Baxter,  Louis- 
ville neighborhood  house,  has  a right  to 
crow.  A son  was  added  to  his  household 
recently. 


Masters  With  Brother 

New  Castle,  Pa.  — Tom  Masters  has 
withdrawn  from  the  Paramount  Theatre 
operation,  transferring  his  interest  to  his 
brother,  Andi’ew  Masters.  The  former  ex- 
pects to  announce  plans  for  another  the- 
atre soon. 


THEATRE  PREMIUMS  AND  GAMES 
DRESSERWARE 
DISHES 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 

PITTSBCRGH 

86  Van  Braam  St.  ATIantic  1760 


Flood  Waters  Isolate 
Several  Towns 

Cincinnati — High  water  flooded  the 
roads  and  isolated  numberless  towns 
in  West  Virginia,  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
with  the  Ohio  River  and  its  tributaries 
still  rising.  Towns  isolated  included 
Ironton,  Ohio;  Russel,  Ashland,  Cattles- 
berg,  Barboursville  and  Harlan,  Ky., 
and  Kenova,  Nitro,  St.  Alban,  Dunham, 
S.  Charleston  and  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
In  many  places  films  were  unable  to 
get  through. 


New  Theatres  Open  at 
Alliance,  Chardon 

Alliance,  Ohio — Two  new  openings  have 
figured  in  Ohio  since  the  first  of  the 
month.  Most  recent  was  the  new  Mount 
Union  here,  a 999-seat  house  operated  by 
the  same  interests  that  operate  the  High- 
land in  Akron  and  a theatre  in  Medina. 
Prank  Myers  will  manage  the  new  Alliance 
house. 

Second  new  house  to  open  was  the 
Geauga,  at  Chardon,  a Chardon  Theatre 
Enterprises  house.  The  Geauga’s  debut 
was  the  occasion  for  civic  fete  that  in- 
cluded a concert  by  the  high  school  orches- 
tra and  an  address  by  the  president  of  the 
city’s  chamber  of  commerce.  Loren  Smith 
IS  president  of  the  Chardon  Theatre  Enter- 
prises. 


Jesse  Shannon  Will 
Build  in  Woodsfield 

WooDSFiELD,  Ohio  — Jesse  Shannon, 
owner  of  the  Swissland  Theatre  here  will 
start  construction  in  the  early  spring  on  a 
new  house  here,  to  seat  approximately  500. 
Theatre  will  be  known  as  the  Life. 


Purse-Snatching  Blamed 
For  Attendance  Drop 

Cleveland — Partial  blame  for  the  con- 
tinued low  level  of  subsequent  run  takes 
is  placed  on  the  city-wide  wave  of  purse 
snatching  which  has  had  the  effect  of 
keeping  people  off  the  streets.  First-run 
business  has  held  up  fairly  well  but  the 
neighborhood  houses  did  not  spring  back 
to  normal  after  the  Christmas  holidays, 
despite  the  improved  product  that  they 
have  been  able  to  offer. 


/.  Real  Neth  Recovers 
From  Leg  Fracture 

Columbus,  Ohio — Recovering  from  a 
fractured  leg,  J.  Real  Neth,  operator  of  the 
J.  Neal  Neth  Theatres  Co.  here,  expects 
to  leave  Mt.  Carmel  Hospital  within  the 
next  few  days.  Neth  suffered  the  injury 
January  16  on  an  icy  pavement. 


FOR  SALE 

COMPLETE  booth  equipment.  Simplex  rear 
shutters.  Peerless  low  intensity  lamps  with 
large  reflectors,  RCA  double  amplifier 
sound  system;  all  practically  new;  reason- 
able. W'rite  HC,  BOXOFFICE,  1701  Blvd. 
of  the  Allies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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wood  where  he  expects  to  follow  his  line 
of  work  . . . Dillon  O’Ferris,  local  Kilbuck 
Theatre  star,  has  been  screen-tested  in 
New  York  . . . We  recommend  to  Holly- 
wood scouts  young  Malcolm  Milligan,  who 
has  just  completed  a successful  engage- 
ment as  Danny  in  “Night  Must  Fall”  at  the 
Playhouse. 

James  R.  Grainger,  president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Republic,  and  Harry 
LaVine,  district  manager,  were  here  last 
Saturday  to  officially  inaugurate  Jim 
Alexander’s  19th  annual  “Round-up.” 
Grainger  left  Sunday  for  Scranton  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  M.  E.  Comerford,  vet- 
eran circuit  exhibitor,  and  LaVine  re- 
mained here  on  business  for  several  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jules  (GN)  Lapidus  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  (Monogram)  Goldman 
attended  the  Cleveland  Variety  Club’s  ball 
last  Saturday  . . . Mike  Manos,  circuit  ex- 
hibitor, was  confined  to  his  home  for  sev- 
eral days  last  week  with  a cold.  He’s  being 
kidded  a lot  because  Luis  Alberni,  one  of 
the  screen  characters  in  “The  Great  Man 
Votes”  is  named  Mike  Manos  . . . C.  C. 
Kcllenberg  of  20th-Fox  and  Al  Weiss,  Mc- 
Keesport exhibitor,  were  back  on  their 
jobs  this  week  after  a fortnight’s  vaca- 
tion in  Florida  . . . Pin  ball  machines  are  a 
legal  “entertainment  feature”  in  McKees- 
port, an  ordinance  imposing  a $10  tax  on 
each  machine.  The  city  expects  nearly  400 
machine  owners  to  be  licensed. 

Bill  Pritchard,  former  'Weston,  W.  Va., 
exhibitor,  who  plans  to  have  a horse-race 
track  near  Chester,  W.  Va.,  this  spring, 
is  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . W.  C.  Kunz- 
man,  roving  representative  of  National 
Carbon  Co.  for  30  years  or  so,  was  a re- 
cent visitor  here  . . . Pennsylvania  board 
of  censors  is  “feeling”  the  economy  pro- 
gram of  Gov.  Arthur  James,  nine  junior 
inspectors  and  three  clerks  having  been 
dropped. 

Harry  Levine,  veteran  and  well-liked 
Filmrow  character,  is  ill  at  Montefiore 
Hospital  . . . George  Clair  of  the  Arco 
Theatre,  Burgettstown,  is  heading  for  a 
Florida  vacation  . . . Variety  Club  mem- 
bers most  active  from  now  to  April  will  be 
delegated  to  attend  the  national  conven- 
tion  at  Detroit,  April  21-23.  Chief  Barker 
Ira  H.  Cohn  is  injecting  new  pep  in  the 
membership  . . . Happy  birthday  to  James 
B.  Clark,  February  17  . . . Filmrow  sick 
list  this  week  included  Joe  Vandergrift  of 
20th-Fox  and  Ted  Tolley  of  M-G-M  . . . 
J.  Weltner  of  20th-Fqx  is  now  employed 
at  the  M-G-M  shipping  room  . . . Ike 
Browarsky,  city  exhibitor,  is  in  Florida. 

Thus  far  we’ve  escaped  practically  un- 
scatched  from  the  more  severe  effects  of 
winter.  Heavy  snows  have  not  produced 
a serious  flood  but  we  were  threatened 
with  one  last  week.  Up  and  down  the 
rivers  the  exhibitors,  formerly  damaged 
by  flood  waters,  were  on  the  alert.  John 
Perry,  as  usual,  when  the  old  river  backs 
up,  pulled  the  seats  from  his  Ritz  Theatre, 
Belle  Vernon.  Just  in  case.  West  Virginia 
sales  representatives  were  forced  on  occa- 
sion to  change  their  routes  because  of 
high  water  on  certain  highways. 

Ida  Henn  of  the  Republic  inspection  de- 
( Continued  on  page  64) 
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Detroit's  Variety  Club 
Turns  to  Ether  Waves 

Detroit — Local  filmdom  returned  to  the 
air  via  WMBC  on  Monday,  with  the  cele- 
bration of  Past  Chief  Barkers’  Day  at  the 
Variety  luncheon.  Retired  Chiefs  William 
Carlson  and  Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  were 
present.  Silent  tribute  was  paid  to  the 
deceased  Maurice  Caplan. 

Charles  C.  Perry,  present  Chief  Barker, 
turned  the  meeting  over  to  Carlson,  who 
introduced  Bill  Repaid,  WMBC  commenta- 
tor, who,  in  turn,  presented  the  club  over 
the  air  waves.  Carlson  then  spoke  on  the 
history  and  purpose  of  National  Variety. 

William  A.  Carlson  (no  relation  to  Our 
Bill),  a U.  S.  secret  service  agent,  in- 
formed the  barkers  on  “How  to  Detect 
Counterfeit  Money.” 

Barbara  Blake,  singer,  and  Prudy  But- 
terfield, pianist,  gave  two  numbers,  fol- 
lowed by  a talk  by  Perry,  and  a final 
tribute  by  Carlson  to  Hoyt  Morris  of 
WMBC,  who  arranged  the  broadcast. 


85  at  Pitt  Variety 
Family  Night  Party 

Pittsburgh — The  spirit  of  the  Variety 
Club  membership  and  the  cooperation  of 
the  Barkers  with  the  officers  was  manifest 
when  about  85  persons  presented  them- 
selves at  the  Family  Night  party  which 
honored  Chief  Barker  and  Mrs.  Ira  H. 
Cohn.  Despite  snow,  rain,  sleet  and  a 
threatened  flood  this  large  crowd  was  on 
hand  and  a very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  Maurice  Spitalny,  KDKA  musical 
director,  presented  Pay  Parker,  Billy  Sher- 
man and  Lynn  Chalmers  in  songs  and 
impersonations  and  he  played  several 
violin  solos. 

Monday’s  King  for  the  Day  at  the  regu- 
lar dinner  was  Harry  Kalmine,  who  sub- 
stituted for  C.  J.  Latta.  A record  crowd 
of  40  turned  out. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  McGreevey  were 
hosts  at  the  February  10  Family  Night 
party,  and  King  at  Monday’s  dinner  will 
be  A1  Glazer. 

Ladies  Theatrical  Club,  auxiliary  of  the 
Variety  Club,  met  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
the  club  and  completed  an-angements  for 
their  “Farmers’  Dance,”  to  be  held  Satur- 
day evening,  February  18,  at  the  William 
Penn  Hotel.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Katz  is  chairman. 


To  Honor  United  Circuit 

Detroit  — i Detroit  Variety  Club  pays 
tribute  to  United  Detroit  Theatres,  Febru- 
ary 11.  Barker  George  W.  Trendle,  presi- 
dent of  the  circuit,  is  official  host,  assisted 
by  LeClair  H.  Gardner,  Earl  Hudson,  Cliff 
Geisman,  Robert  Corbin,  and  Asher  Shaw, 
with  the  entire  executive  and  managerial 
staff  of  the  circuit. 


Milk  Fund  Short 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club’s  Milk  Fund 
this  year  is  short  only  $128.40  under  col- 
lections for  the  fund  at  this  time  last 
year.  The  figures  are  $18,392.26,  last  year, 
and  $18,263.86  for  this  year  to  date.  Many 
pledges  are  still  outstanding. 


"Pup"  to  Pasternak 

Hollywood  ■ — Umversal  has  assigned 
Joseph  Pasternak  to  produce  “The  Under 
Pup,”  an  original  by  I.  A.  R.  Wylie. 


Vaudeville  Night 

AT  DETROIT  CLUB  — — 

J^AX  BLUMENTHAL  and  Bill  Potts 
united  to  put  on  a real  magic  show 
Saturday  night — and  Max  again  proved 
himself  a resourceful  showman  . . . Bill 
Carlson’s  old-time  stage  experience  served 
him  well  the  other  day  when  he  became 
a lighting  expert  for  the  Variety  show  . . . 
Bob  Mandell,  leader  of  Associated  The- 
atres’ Wyandotte  Theatre  Orchestra, 
stepped  into  the  breach  when  one  of  the 
Three  Heat  Waves  failed  to  wave,  and  did 
some  real  stepping  and  playing. 


Bill  Potts  and  Sol  Krim  made  a date  a 
week  ago  in  Florida,  to  meet  Saturday 
night  at  the  clubrooms — and  both  kept  it! 
Bill,  who  has  been  ill  since  November,  is 
now  back  on  the  job  . . . Now  that  Sol 
is  back,  his  brother  Mac  is  leaving  for 
Hollywood,  and  looking  for  a pleasant 
companion  en  route  . . . Sol  lost  a gold 
ring  with  his  initials  on  it  last  week.  Re- 
ward offered. 


F.  J.  Downey,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
also  has  returned  from  Florida  . . . Miami 
is  reported  full  of  Detroit  filmites — at 
least  a dozen  met  there  a couple  of 
weeks  ago. 


Grace  lor  Commercial 
"Gambling"  Games 

Philipsburg,  Pa.  — Dist.-Atty.  Musser 
Gettig  of  Center  county  will  “tolerate” 
Bank  Nights,  punchboards,  slot  machines, 
suit  clubs  and  “other  forms  of  com- 
mercialized gambling”  for  three  weeks, 
then  “the  time  of  grace”  will  lapse  and  he 
will  prosecute  violations  of  his  ban  edict. 

He  decided  to  give  the  merchants  and 
shop-keepers  three  weeks  so  that  they 
may  taper  off  their  practices  without  fi- 
nancial losses  to  themselves.  His  cam- 
paign of  enforcement  has  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  state  motor  police  instead 
of  local  police. 

Bank  Nights  “and  such”  were  recently 
banned  in  Clearfield  county. 


RCA  Photophone  Division 
In  Pittsburgh  Moves 

Pittsburgh — RCA  Manufacturing  Co., 
Photophone  Division,  has  been  moved  from 
the  Plaza  Bldg,  to  new  quarters  at  811 
Clark  Bldg. 

James  W.  Cocke  is  district  manager; 
W.  C.  Jervis,  sales  manager  and  C.  R. 
Underhill,  service  manager. 


Pose  Billboard  Tax 

Harrisburg — The  house  of  representa- 
tives has  received  a bill  imposing  a tax  of 
five  cents  a square  foot  on  billboards  in 
Pennsylvania. 


"Gas  Gadget"  Repealer 

Harrisburg — A repealer  of  the  so-called 
“gas  gadget  law”  passed  in  the  1937  ses- 
sion has  been  reported  out  by  the  house 
judiciary  special  committee. 


"Tail  Spin"  Fliers  Royally 
Received  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — The  20th  Century-Fox  “Tail 
Spin”  crowd  and  crew,  headed  by  fliers 
Miss  Ruth  Nichols  and  Mrs.  Margo  Ruth 
Tanner,  brought  their  cross  country  plane 
to  rest  at  the  Cleveland  Airport  at  11:49 
a.  m.  Sunday,  February  5,  and  from  then 
on  throughout  the  day,  there  was  no  rest 
for  the  fliers,  the  actresses-passengers,  the 
members  of  the  local  20th  Century-Fox 
exchange  or  the  members  of  the  press. 

The  program  started  at  the  airport  with 
a reception  arranged  by  20th  Century-Fox 
branch  manager,  I.  J.  Schmertz,  Sidney 
Dannenberg  and  Manny  Pearlstein  of  the 
Warner  publicity  department,  and  includ- 
ing ladies  of  the  99  Club  (an  aviation 
club),  Ed  Clarke  and  Junior  Aviator  Flight 
Commanders,  Major  John  Berry,  manager 
of  the  Cleveland  Airport,  reporters  and 
photographers  of  the  daily  newspapers. 

In  addition  to  the  well-known  fliers, 
the  party  consisted  of  Actresses  Lillian 
Porter,  Dorothy  Hearing,  Joan  Valerie, 
Helen  Ericson;  Miss  Mercedes  Ornstrom, 
secretary  to  Miss  Nichols;  Joe  Reddy  and 
Mr.  J.  Johnson. 

On  Monday  morning  they  left  early  to 
repeat  the  program  in  Pittsburgh. 


Round  of  Receptions 
Accorded  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — The  advance  “Tail  Spin” 
campaign  attracted  much  attention  here 
Monday  when,  as  the  newspaper  captions 
stated;  “Six  lovely  skybirds  all  in  a row; 
they  landed  at  County  Airport  to  boost  a 
movie  show.”  Ruth  Nichols  and  Mrs. 
Margo  Tanner,  well-known  fliers,  and 
Lillian  Porter,  Joan  Valerie,  Helen  Eric- 
son and  Dorothy  Hearing,  starlets  of  the 
20th-Fox  picture,  enjoyed  a round  of  re- 
ceptions here  and  delivered  a print  of 
“Tail  Spin”  to  the  Fulton  Theatre.  Large 
crowds  greeted  them  everywhere  as  did 
newspaper  photographers. 
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10)  HE  T K O HI  T 


^AVID  IDZAL,  managing  director  of  the 
Fox,  was  down  with  the  flu  . . . Jack 
Moss,  roadshow  distributor,  has  returned 
from  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Indianapolis, 
South  Bend  and  several  Michigan  cities, 
where  he  has  been  busy  financing  a new 
company  he  is  organizing  to  manufacture 
an  accessory  for  the  film  trade.  He  has 
also  acquired  a new  set  of  teeth.  No  con- 
nection, of  course,  with  getting  the  money. 

Hovxird  Craven’s  Exhibitor  Service  is 
moving  to  room  715,  Film  Exchange  Bldg., 
to  make  room  for  the  new  Flemion-O’ Don- 
nell offices  . . . W.  R.  Stebbins,  Film  Bldg, 
manager,  who  broke  his  left  wrist  last 
Tuesday,  is  recovering  nicely  . . . Henry 
P.  Zapp  is  leaving  United  Detroit  Theatres 
as  head  booker.  He  is  succeeded  by  Asher 
Shaw,  ex-manager  of  the  United  Artists 
Theatre. 

Herb  Childs,  Universal  salesman  for 
western  Michigan,  has  resigned  and  is  re- 
placed by  Jack  Stewart,  a former  city 
salesman.  Abe  Fisher  is  new  city  sales- 
man, coming  here  from  Chicago  . . . Steve 
Duckowich,  better  known  as  Steve  of  the 
Film  Drug  fountain,  has  gone  to  Denver 
with  Derek  Sidney  of  National  Screen 
Service. 

Ethel  Hale,  secretary  to  J.  O.  Brooks  at 
the  Butterfield  offices,  was  to  return  to 
work  this  week  after  an  appendectomy  . . . 
The  Orion  at  Lake  Orion.  Mich,  is  being 
disposed  of  by  the  Mansons  . . . Lon  John- 
son, former  assistant  manager  of  the  High- 
land Park  in  Highland  Park,  is  manag- 
ing the  house,  following  the  death  of  H. 
R.  Byerly.  Cyril  Varndon  is  his  assistaiit. 

Joseph  Ellul  has  appointed  his  brother 
George  manager  of  the  Empress.  He  will 
spend  more  time  at  the  new  Regal  . . . 
Joseph  Krause’s  Pastime  in  Hamtramck 
was  temporarily  minus  a boxoffice  win- 
dow last  week.  Children  in  the  neighbor- 
hood smashed  it.  William  Kowalski  is 
managing  the  house,  by  the  way. 

Bob  Fisher,  roadshow  distributor . found 
the  Louis  vs.  Lewis  fight  picture  so  short  he 
is  going  to  Florida  . . . Waldo  Mancini’s 
MkM  Motion  Picture  Projection  Co.,  a the- 
atrical production  unit,  has  been  dissolved. 

Charles  Voelker,  president  of  Detroit 
Film  Laboratories,  reports  business  on 
the  increase  . . . William  Schulte  is  build- 
ing a new  theatre  at  Van  Dyke  and  Nine 
Mile  Road,  in  the  northeastern  suburb  of 
Van  Dyke,  next  to  his  Vandale,  which 
may  be  dismantled. 

E.  A.  Long  of  Long  Sign  Co.  is  install- 
ing a new  vertical  sign  and  marquee  on 
George  Sampson’s  new  Esquire.  Long  just 
returned  from  an  upstate  trip,  covering 
Grand  Rapids  and  points  west  . . . Allen 
Johnson,  Grand  Rapids  exhibitor,  was 
elated  when  he  learned  he  had  booked 


\ BOOKING  SERVICE  ^ 

For  All  Michigan  Exhibitors  I 

Experienced  - Dependable  - Reasonable  I 

EMIL  H.  BECK  I 

919  Fox  Bldg:. — CH.  1890— Detroit  ^ 

Make  this  your  Detroit  Headquarters  I 


an  English  picture  starring  Vivien  Leigh, 
after  she  was  chosen  for  the  stellar  role 
in  "Gone  With  the  Wind.’’ 

Jules  Serkowich,  special  exploiteer  for 
RKO,  was  in  town  heralding  the  opening 
of  “Gunga  Din”  at  the  Fox.  A special 
screening  was  held  Thursday  . . . Frank 
Connors,  favorite  soloist  at  the  Fox,  is 
vacationing  in  Florida  . . . W.  P.  Haboush 
of  Metropolitan  Sound  Co.,  has  been  fight- 
ing off  a severe  cold. 

Harold  Schuckert,  oivner  of  the  theatres 
in  Gloucester,  Cass  City,  and  Millington, 
has  returned  from  a Florida  vacation. 
While  there  he  caught  a big  sailfish  and 
a shark!  . . . Howard  Paul,  who  operates 
theatres  in  Romeo  and  Yale,  Mich.,  is 
leaving  in  a few  days  for  California. 

F.  S.  McKeown,  manager  of  the  Detroit 
branch  of  Ross  Federal  Service,  is  in  New 
York  for  the  testimonial  being  given  in 
honor  of  Ruel  Williams,  formerly  branch 
manager  of  Ross  Federal  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  Williams  has  been  transferred  to 
Los  Angeles  as  division  manager. 

William  Flemion,  Excellent  Pictures 
manager,  will  redistribute  "Scarface,” 
starring  Paul  Muni  and  George  Raft  . . . 
Frank  Struckel,  manager  of  Mrs.  Max 
Mantaeufel’s  Martha  Washington  in  Ham- 
tramck, is  planning  on  air-conditionmg 
in  the  spring  . . . Ben  Cohn  is  rearrang- 
ing the  seating  in  his  Senate  Theatre. 
American  Seating  is  in  charge. 

A large  crowd  of  Detroit  showmen  and 
civic  figures  were  guests  of  the  Fox  The- 
atre management  and  20th-Fox  to  meet 
a group  of  feminine  aviators.  Occasion 
was  the  visit  of  the  “Tail  Spin”  troupe 
which  is  now  touring  the  country,  mak- 
ing one  of  the  first  eastern  stops  here. 
Buffet  supper  was  served  in  the  Normandy 
Room  of  the  Book  Cadillac  Hotel.  Fore- 
most among  the  visitors  were  Ruth  Nich- 
ols and  Margo  Bain  Tanner,  plus  four 
feminine  members  of  the  film  cast — Joan 
Valerie,  Lillian  Porter,  Helen  Ericson  and 
Dorothy  Dearing.  Joe  Reddy  and  Jim 
Johnson  were  in  town  handling  the  press 
angle — and  doing  a good  job. 

Mrs.  Annette  Lasky,  44,  wife  of  Louis 
Lasky,  one  of  the  builders  and  owners  of 
the  Lasky  Theatre,  now  leased  to  the 
Krim  circuit,  died  Sunday  at  her  home 
here  after  a long  illness.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband  and  one  son.  Burial  was  in 
Cloverhill  Park  Cemetery . 

Miss  Harriet  Culver,  69,  formerly  the- 
atrical critic  on  the  Detroit  Free  Press, 
died  February  2 at  her  home  here. 

Joseph  E.  Hederlander,  father  of  David 
T.  Nederlander,  who  was  manager  of  the 
Detroit  Opera  House  for  many  years  prior 
to  its  demolition  about  four  years  ago,  died 
February  2 at  the  home  of  his  son,  Robert 
. . . New  sound  equipment  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Lincoln  Theatre  at  Seba- 
wing,  operated  by  "Toots"  Chapman. 


In  "Happiness"  Role 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  spotted 
Billy  Cook  in  “Invitation  to  Happiness,” 
after  giving  him  a new  acting  ticket. 


Three  Vaudeville  Cuts  in 
Detroit  During  1938 

Detroit — Only  three  eliminations  were 
made  by  the  Detroit  censors  in  vaudeville 
houses  during  1938,  a report  covers  cen- 
sorship of  aU  stage,  night  club,  and 
“flesh”  activities  in  general,  but  does  not 
cover  motion  pictures,  which  are  reviewed 
separately  by  Sergeant  Charles  W.  Snyder. 

Salient  figures  from  Kollar’s  report  show 
a total  series  of  theatrical  eliminations  of 
653,  including  607  in  burlesque,  40  in 
legitimate,  three  in  vaudeville,  and  three 
in  the  WPA  Federal  Theatre.  In  addition, 
86  theatre  fronts  were  ordered  corrected. 

In  night  clubs,  93  eliminations  were 
ordered,  two  songs  were  condemned,  and 
three  floor  shows  were  condemned  and 
stopped,  21  carnival  eliminations  in  all 
were  ordered,  and  four  smokers  were 
stopped  by  the  censors. 

A total  of  32  complaints  from  citizens 
were  investigated,  and  only  three  were 
found  to  be  justified.  A certain  propor- 
tion of  “crank”  complaints  is  considered 
inevitable  in  this  field. 


Many  in  Film  Trade 
At  Bishop's  Wedding 

Detroit — William  G.  Bishop,  divisional 
director  of  publicity  for  M-G-M,  who  re- 
cently moved  to  Chicago,  was  married  Sat- 
urday afternoon  at  Metropolitan  M.  E. 
Church,  with  about  150  guests,  largely 
members  of  the  film  business,  present. 

Bishop  and  his  bride — the  former  Eve- 
lyn Ford — held  a reception  afterward  at 
Variety  clubrooms,  and  were  forced  to 
postpone  their  honeymoon  till  later,  be- 
cause of  picture  release  schedules  which 
wiU  keep  Bishop  right  on  the  job. 

Among  those  present  from  M-G-M  were 
Charles  C.  Deardourff  of  Cleveland,  who 
was  best  man;  J.  E.  Watson,  Cincinnati; 
Norman  Pyle,  Chicago;  Detroit  Manager 
Frank  J.  Downey,  and  practically  all  local 
exchange  employes.  An  electric  hostess  set 
was  presented  to  the  couple  by  the  ex- 
change employes. 


T,  M,  Fisher  Appointed 
Mideast  RCA  Manager 

Cincinnati — T.  M.  Fisher  has  been  ap- 
pointed mideast  manager  for  RCA.  Fisher 
succeeds  Russ  Steir,  who  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Pittsburgh  office. 

Fisher’s  appointment  culminates  nine 
years  of  service  with  RCA,  two  of  which 
have  been  spent  at  the  company  plant. 


A 12-House  Date 

Detroit — “Honolulu”  has  been  booked 
to  open  simultaneously  in  12  principal 
upstate  houses  of  the  Butterfield  Circuit, 
with  Warren  Slee,  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
handling  special  compaigns. 


Seek  Rochester  Theatre  Burglars 
Rochester,  Pa. — ^Police  here  are  looking 
for  burglars  who  broke  open  the  safe  at 
the  Oriental  Theatre,  and  escaped  with 
receipts  of  $15. 
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It  Happened  in  Cleveland — 

Statler  Hotel — The  fact  that  John  J.  O’Connor,  with  sidekick  Fred  Meyers, 
happened  to  have  a suite  on  the  ninth  floor,  with  Arm  Sothern  and  huhhy, 
Roger  Pryor,  similarly  residented  hut  two  floors  above,  was  enough  for  Nat 
Holt,  RKO’s  Ohio  division  manager.  The  photo  proves  that  Holt  got  part 
of  the  party  of  the  first  part  and  all  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to- 
gether for  a round  of  smiles. 


CIKMCKWMATI 

JKE  LIBSON  is  preparing  for  departure 
to  Atlantic  Beach,  where  he  contem- 
plates an  extended  vacation  and  rest.  Lib- 
son  will  join  his  brother,  who  is  con- 
valescing at  the  Hollywood  Hotel  . . . Hoy 
Simons,  who  is  reopening  the  new  Pay- 
ette Theatre,  Washington,  C.  H.,  has  in- 
stalled RCA’s  first  de  luxe  Magic  Voice 
of  the  Screen  in  this  territory.  Simons 
left  for  Florida,  February  1. 

Joe  Goetz,  president  of  Queen  City 
Bookers  Club  and  assistant  to  RKO  Col. 
Arthur  Frudenfeld,  is  confined  at  Christ 
Hospital,  for  rest  and  observation  . . . 
"Kentucky ,”  20th-Fox’s  golden  horse 
shoe,  is  galloping  into  its  sixth  consecu- 
tive week  downtown. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  A.  Martin,  the  Pal- 
ace, Glocester,  visited  the  Row  this  week. 
Other  callers  included  Jonas  Thomas, 
Springfield;  W.  D.  Smith,  the  Orpheum, 
Nelsonville  and  Mr.  R.  Smeltzer,  Warner 
Bros,  district  manager  . . . Warner’s  Mrs. 
Vera  Kelly  resigned,  due  to  the  anticipa- 
tion of  a blessed  event. 

M-G-M’s  John  Allen,  city  salesman,  was 
removed  to  Bethsaida  Hospital,  February 
2,  for  an  appendectomy  . . . Gordon  Krie- 
ger,  son  of  Col.  Paul  Krieger,  Universal 
manager,  is  now  confined  in  Christ  Hos- 
pital, where  he  is  being  treated  for  arth- 
ritis . . . Guy  C.  Greathouse,  hooker  for 
Ward  Elliott,  has  taken  over  the  Colum- 
bia Theatre,  Rising  Sun,  Hid. 

Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  manager, 
arrived  in  Cincinnati  for  a visit  with  the 
personnel,  February  6.  Columbia  auditor, 
Lee  Hanauer,  left  the  local  office  Febru- 
ary 4,  for  Memphis  . . . Tom  Saunders  is 
confined  in  the  hospital  at  Beckley,  W.  Va., 
following  an  auto  accident  between  Blue- 
field  and  Beckley.  His  injuries,  friends 
will  be  glad  to  learn,  are  not  serious. 

Ross  Williams  is  new  RKO  representa- 
tive for  West  Virginia  territory.  Williams’ 
place  at  Republic  has  been  filled  by  Sam 
Haber,  who  is  now  Republic  West  Virginia 
representative  . . . Charles  Fine’s  "Em- 
pire" has  been  newly  renovated  in  down- 
town Cincinnati.  A new  marquee  and  an 
Art  craft  porcelain  front  are  among  the 
new  features  of  improvement. 

Si  Stewart  is  new  manager  for  Grand 
National,  succeeding  Nick  Shafer,  who  re- 
signed to  devote  his  time  to  his  theatres  . . . 
J.  L.  Storey  is  now  operating  the  New 
Theatre,  Jamestown,  Ky.  . . . Lee  Goldberg 
of  Big  Features,  returned  from  a Florida 
vacation,  February  4 . . . M-G-M’s  E.  M. 
Booth  returned  February  7. 


Accepting  Bids  on  New 
Garden  City  Theatre 

Detroit  — Bids  on  the  900-seat  house 
that  is  to  be  built  for  W.  D.  Shafer  at 
Garden  City,  suburb  of  Detroit,  will  be 
taken  in  the  next  few  days  and  construc- 
tion is  to  start  in  a few  weeks.  Bennett  & 
Straight  of  Detroit  are  architects  on  the 
project. 

A remodeling  job  for  William  Cassidy’s 
Strand  at  Alma,  Mich.,  is  also  reported 
by  the  architectural  firm. 


^HARLES  GOTTLOB  and  Sam  Fain, 
owners  of  the  Sunbeam  and  Milo  the- 
atres, opened  their  newly-acquired  Main 
on  Saturday,  with  Bill  Bennett,  out  of 
the  picture  business  the  past  year,  as  man- 
ager . . , Jack  Price  of  the  Price  Premium 
Co.  of  New  York  has  opened  a display 
room  here. 

Warren  Irons  has  sold  Spin-N-Win,  new 
theatre  game  said  to  be  controlled  entirely 
by  the  audience,  to  the  Metropolitan  The- 
atre . . . Jack  Flemm,  former  Republic 
salesman,  is  now  selling  for  Trailer-Made, 
operated  here  by  Carl  Laufer. 

Paul  Gusdanovic,  circuit  owner,  post- 
cards his  friends  from  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
that  all  is  well  with  him  and  Mrs.  G.  . . . 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Horwitz  and  son,  Lewis,  have 
joined  “M.  B.”  in  Miami  Beach  where 
they  will  stay  until  spring. 

Ray  and  Jack  Essick  have  changed 
places.  Ray  is  going  down  to  Akron  to  as- 
sist in  the  management  of  the  Highland, 
while  Jack  comes  here  to  suceeed  Ray  in 
the  office  of  Scoville,  Essick  & Reif. 

Latest  bulletins  on  the  ill  and  ailing: 
Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic  chieftain,  checked 
out  of  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  after  a check- 
up and  is  now  taking  a short  rest  at  home 
. . . “Duke”  Clark,  Paramount  branch 
manager,  is  out  of  the  film  battle  pro  tern 
while  he  nurses  a broken  arm.  It  hap- 
pened when  he  slipped  on  a rug. 

Perc  Essick  of  Scoville,  Essick  & Reif, 
will  continue  to  receive  eallers  at  Charity 
Hospital  the  next  two  weeks.  He’s  coming 
along,  but  slowly  . . . Nat  Barach,  manager 
of  National  Screen  Service’s  local  office, 
was  down  with  the  flu. 

Abe  Gerson,  Columbia  salesman  who 


has  a broken  kneecap  as  the  result  of  an 
automobile  smashup,  has  left  the  hospital 
and  is  now  at  home  trying  to  get  used  to 
wearing  the  latest  style  in  casts  . . . Mrs. 
Jack  Jossey,  at  Lakeside  Hospital,  is  con- 
valescing from  an  operation  and  Mrs.  Herb 
Ochs  is  gradually  recovering  from  an 
automobile  accident  . . . Lou  Geiger,  United 
Artist  salesman,  also  on  the  sick  list. 

George  Roberts,  20th-Fox  district  man- 
ager, and  Mrs.  Roberts  celebrated  their 
21sf  ivedding  anniversary , but  not  together. 
Mrs.  Roberts  is  in  New  York  with  their 
daughter,  who  is  taking  a post-graduate 
degree.  It’s  the  first  time  in  the  21  years 
that  they’ve  been  apart  on  their  anni- 
versary. 

Julius  Lamm,  manager  of  Warner’s  Up- 
town Theatre,  secured  a cooperation  of  all 
the  junior  high  schools  in  his  neighbor- 
hood with  a display  of  model  airplanes  in 
connection  with  his  showing  of  “Dawn 
Patrol.”  He  had  some  30  models,  made  by 
the  students,  on  display  in  the  lobby. 

L.  P.  Langford  of  Oliver  Theatre  Sup- 
ply, Inc.,  took  a weekend  trip  to  Milwaukee 
to  see  what’s  doing  in  his  old  territory 
. . . Patsy  Simon,  4:-year-old  daughter  of 
F.  Arthur  Simon,  is  convalescing  from  a 
pneumonia  attack  that  sent  her  to  Mt. 
Sinai. 

Herbert  Ochs,  Vitagraph  branch  man- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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ager,  reports  Cleveland  tops  the  district  in 
the  current  Vitagraph  sales  drive  . . . 
George  J.  Duswald,  owner  of  the  Scio 
Theatre  at  Scio,  died  suddenly  of  a heart 
attack  last  week.  Mrs.  Duswald  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  the  house. 

L.  M.  Smith’s  new  530-seaf  de  luxe 
Geauga  Theatre  at  Chardon,  built  by  F&Y 
Construction  Co.  of  Columbus,  opened  last 
Thursday.  Smith’s  former  house,  the 
Chardon,  is  being  dismaritled  . . . Com- 
mander Howard  Roth  of  the  Variety 
Legion  Post  is  handing  out  nifty  pocket 
knives  at  $1  per,  all  profits  going  into  the 
Post’s  welfare  fund. 

Sidney  Garfinkle,  who  opened  the  Qual- 
ity Premium  display  room  in  205  Film 
Bldg.,  last  week,  reports  contracts  with 
the  Almira,  Eclair,  Arion  and  Windameer, 
all  in  Cleveland  . . . Lester  Zuker,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager,  is  so  happy  over 
advance  reports  on  “Let  Us  Live,”  with 
Henry  Fonda  and  Maureen  O’Sullivan, 
that  he’s  getting  everybody  else  all  “het” 
up  waiting  for  its  release. 

Joe  Loeffler,  Metro  Premium  district 
manager,  was  around  okaying  the  contract 
closed  by  the  local  office  manager,  Jerry 
Morrisoji  . . . It’s  housecleaning  time  at 
Associated  Theatres. 

Fur  Coat  Giveaway  Plan 
New  Theatre  Promotion 

Cleveland — The  franchise  for  the  “Give- 
A-Fur-Coat”  plan,  new  promotional  prop- 
osition advanced  by  the  Manufacturers’ 
Outlet  of  Pittsburgh,  has  been  acquired 
by  Jack  Greenbaum  for  Ohio  and  Ken- 
tucky. It  opens  in  Ohio  with  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  circuit,  starting  at  the 
Detroit  Theatre  here  on  February  18. 

Max  Cranfield  of  Pittsburgh  is  han- 
dling the  western  Pennsylvania  and  West 
Virginia  territories,  where  the  promotion 
is  in  operation  in  some  50  houses,  in- 
cluding Warner  units. 

The  plan  runs  for  10  weeks,  and  Green- 
baum says  that  where  drawings  are  not 
permitted  other  methods  are  worked  out 
for  the  giveaways.  The  coats,  cut  in  the 
swagger  sport  style,  come  in  all  sizes  and 
two  colors. 

Hollywood  Advertising 
Office  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 
of  New  York  has  opened  a Cleveland  of- 
fice in  the  Film  building  under  the  man- 
agement of  A1  Sunshine  and  Bernard 
Rubin  to  facilitate  their  service  to  Ohio 
theatre  owners. 

The  company  specializes  in  nine  foot 
satin  banners  available  on  all  de  luxe  fea- 
ture product.  Messrs.  Rubin  and  Simshine 
announce  that  their  line  of  displays  also 
contain  six  foot  drapes  on  all  major  re- 
leases, and  a new  line  of  bannerettes  on 
all  product.  Samples  of  all  types  of  satin 
banners  are  on  display  in  their  offices. 


Rea(dies  Breen  Vehicle 

Hollywood — Michael  Simmons  is  ready- 
ing the  script  for  “Way  Down  South,” 
next  Bobby  Breen  vehicle  for  Sol  Lesser. 


10  Years  Ago 

In  Pittsburgh 

PENNSYLVANIA  supreme  court  upholds 
sound  and  dialogue  censorship,  this  be- 
ing the  first  state  to  grant  such  powers 
to  its  censors  . . . Mike  Man  os’  Grand  The- 
atre, Greensburg,  damaged  by  fire  . . . 
Kathryn  Kean,  formerly  with  the  Row- 
land & Clark  circuit  and  editor  of  Film 
Forecast,  joins  Pathe  staff  as  secretary 
to  Art  Goldsmith,  manager  . . . Nat  Ehr- 
lich added  to  Pathe  sales  organization 
here. 

Tom  Gilbert  withdraws  from  exhibition 
at  Greenville  . . . Charles  Dortic,  Universal 
ad  sales  manager,  is  booking  for  a num- 
ber of  theatres  as  a side  line  ...  Jim 
Alexander  preparing  a sales  drive  . . . Tom 
Rayden,  who  handles  theatres  for  C.  C. 
Hamilton  Co.,  is  operating  the  house  at 
Monaca  . . . BiU  Pritchard  remodeling  his 
Camden  Theatre,  Weston,  W.  Va.  . . . 
Leonard  Goldstein  steps  out  with  a mus- 
tache . . . Local  hits  of  the  week:  Para- 
mount’s “Wolf  of  Wall  Street”  and  the 
same  company’s  “Behind  the  German 
Lines.” 


Report  Two  Theatres  to 
John  Lund  and  Son 

Pittsburgh — John  Lund  and  his  son, 
Werner,  have  acquired  the  Family  The- 
atre, Mather,  Pa.,  and  the  Ellsworth  The- 
atre, Ellsworth,  Pa.,  according  to  booking 
schedules  as  of  March  1. 

Both  the  Mather  and  the  Ellsworth 
houses  have  been  operated  for  several  sea- 
sons by  J.  M.  Booth. 

The  Lunds  operate  theatres  at  Daisy- 
town,  Marianna  and  Bobtown,  Pa. 


Sunday  Show  Prohibition 
Upheld  in  Cambridge 

Cambridge,  Ohio — An  ordinance  pro- 
hibiting Sunday  films  in  Cambridge  was 
upheld  by  Common  Pleas  Judge  M.  H.  Tur- 
ner in  a decision  handed  down  in  the  case 
of  Manager  Dan  Gilhula  and  three  em- 
ployes of  the  Cort  Theatre  here. 

Defense  counsel  said  Judge  Turner’s  de- 
cision would  be  appealed  to  the  district 
court  of  appeals. 


New  Deociorant  Firm 
Detroit — The  Michigan  Odono  Co.,  dis- 
tributing a new  type  of  theatrical  deodo- 
rant, has  opened  territorial  offices  here. 
W.  G.  Sturgess  is  district  manager  for  the 
company. 


Stanley  Fisher  Back 
On  Detroit  Row 

Detroit — Stanley  Fisher,  who  was 
taken  ill  two  years  ago  at  Battle  Creek, 
while  traveling  for  M-G-M,  was  a visi- 
tor to  the  Film  Building  this  week. 
Fisher  was  a patient  at  Henry  Ford 
and  Marine  hospitals. 

He  is  now  in  first-class  condition. 
Fisher's  plans  for  the  future  are  un- 
determined. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  page  60) 
partment  and  Viva  Marwood,  Monogram 
inspector,  were  injured  one  morning  last 
week  while  en  route  to  work  when  struck 
by  an  automobile.  The  former  suffered 
severe  leg  fractures  and  the  latter  was  less 
seriously  injured. 

Variety  Club’s  shut-in  shows  have  been 
presented  or  are  booked  for  St.  Basil’s 
Convent,  Carrick;  Soho  Community  House 
and  Kingsley  House  . . . Frank  Fairgraves, 
of  the  Regent,  Erie,  and  Mrs.  Fairgraves 
have  returned  from  Florida  . . . Vern  Scott 
has  named  the  Holsopple  theatre,  which 
he  recently  acquired,  the  Vernon  Theatre 
. . . MPTO  meeting,  Thursday,  February 
16,  will  be  held  at  566  William  Penn  Hotel. 

Jerry  Roth,  manager  of  the  Penn  The- 
atre, 3418  Penn  Ave.,  was  held  up  while 
counting  receipts  in  the  boxoffice  late 
Monday  night.  The  robber  fled  after  young 
Roth  had  surrendered  $6.80.  House  is 
operated  by  his  father,  Israel  Roth. 


H,  Pincus  Changes  Policy 
For  Run  of  "Mamlock" 

Cleveland — The  City  Theatre,  under  the 
management  of  Henry  Pincus,  altered  its 
policy  during  the  engagement  of  Amkino’s 
“Professor  Mamlock.”  The  regular  open- 
ing hour  of  4:30  p.  m.  was  advanced  to 
11:00  a.  m. 

'The  film,  first  banned  by  the  Ohio  cen- 
sor board  on  the  ground  of  being  “harm- 
ful,” was  released  when  Representative 
Dworkin  of  Cleveland  presented  before  the 
state  legislature  an  amendment  to  the  cen- 
sorship law  limiting  the  scope  of  the  board. 


Kaplan  Will  Distribute 

Cleveland — Meyer  Kaplan,  local  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner,  has  purchased  the 
Ohio  distribution  rights  to  “Professor 
Mamlock.”  The  deal  was  made  with  N. 
Napoli  representing  Amkino. 


B-12,  Pittsburgh,  Plans 
Dinner-Dance,  Feb,  19 

Pittsburgh- — Theatre  Employes  Union, 
Local  B-12,  will  stage  a dinner-dance  at 
the  Italian  Gardens,  Sunday  evening, 
February  19. 

C.  E.  Kennedy,  president  of  the  union, 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  eve- 
ning. There  wiU  be  a floor  show  and  door 
prize  in  connection  with  the  dinner-dance. 


To  Expose  Loan  Sharks 

Hollywood — Metro  will  remake  “Money 
to  Loan,”  a story  of  the  inner  workings 
of  the  loan  shark  racket  as  it  existed  in 
America  until  only  a few  years  ago. 


Script  "May  Flavin" 

Hollywood — Harry  Rapf,  producing 
“May  Flavin”  for  Metro  from  the  Myron 
Brinig  novel,  has  assigned  Leonard  Pras- 
kins  and  Wanda  Tuchock  to  script. 


Hilton  Yam  to  Warner 

Hollywood  — Warner  Bros,  has  pur- 
chased “We  Are  Not  Alone,”  an  original 
by  James  HUton. 
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ALLEGED  STALLING  IN  PROVIDING  DOCUMENTS 
LEADS  TO  THREAT  OF  CONTEMPT  PROCEEDING 


About  One-Fourth  of  the 
Hearing  Finished  in 
Anti-Trust  Suit 

Boston — Contempt  proceedings  against 
the  majors  has  been  threatened  by  George 
S.  Ryan,  prosecuting  attorney  in  the 
$2,100,000  anti-trust  suit  being  brought  by 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  theatre  interests 
and  the  A&W  Amusement  Co.  Charging 
that  a stall  was  on,  Ryan  implied  that  he 
might  revert  to  court  action  if  documents 
made  accessible  to  him  by  a subpoena  were 
not  produced  within  a “reasonable”  length 
of  time. 

The  taking  of  exhibits  occupied  most 
of  last  week  and  was  continuing  at  the 
time  of  going  to  press,  Ryan  having  called 
a direct  halt  to  examination  of  witnesses 
until  such  time  as  these  technicalities 
were  nearer  completion.  The  1,000  mark 
in  exhibits  already  has  been  passed. 

Little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  hear- 
ing before  a Master  (Philip  Hendrick,  ap- 
pointee of  the  U.  S.  district  court)  was 
finished  this  week,  it  was  estimated.  The 
trial  probably  will  run  from  three  to  four 
months. 

Clashes  between  prosecution  and  de- 
fense over  the  production  of  documentary 
evidence,  made  available  to  Ryan  over  the 
majors  protests  by  a court  subpoena,  have 
enlivened  recent  sessions  in  the  federal 
building  here. 

“Have  you  any  more  papers  to  produce, 
Mr.  McClennen,  in  compliance  with  the 
subpoena?”  Ryan  asked  the  chief  counsel 
for  the  defendants. 

“I  have  a lot  here  of  the  kind  that  have 
been  tendered  you  before  and  returned  to 
go  in  when  the  contracts  themselves  were 
going  in,”  McClennen  responded.  “Now, 
it  will  be  useless  to  hand  any  of  these  to 
you  until  such  time  as  you  are  about  to 
put  in  some  of  the  contracts,  as  I sup- 
pose very  likely  many  of  these  are  copies 
of  what  you  have  already.  Some  may  well 
not  be.” 

“Is  there  anything  else  you  have  for 
production?”  Ryan  asked. 

“I  don’t  recall  anything  else  that  I 
have  this  morning,”  said  McClennen. 

“Then  may  we  take  it  that  with  the 


Typewriter  With 
"Emphasis" 

Boston — With  emphasis  on  certain 
points,  George  Ryan,  plaintiffs'  coun- 
sel in  the  Morse  <S  Rothenberg  suit 
here,  read  a letter  written  by  Thomas 
Bailey,  20th-Fox  division  manager. 

"Your  Honor  will  observe  that  Mr. 
Bailey  had  a very  emphatic  typewriter," 
Edward  McClennen,  counsel  for  the  de- 
fense, noted  dryly. 


"Thousands"  He 
Doesn't  Want 

Boston — George  Ryan  told  the  de- 
fense in  the  Morse  & Rothenberg 
monopoly  suit  he  did  not  care  about 
a 1934  letter  from  Columbia  to  Charles 
Morse,  one  of  the  plaintiffs. 

"May  I take  this  as  a sample  of  the 
kind  of  letter  you  do  not  want?"  asked 
Edward  McClennen  of  the  defense. 

"You  have  had  a few  thousand  sam- 
ples, I think,  of  the  kind  we  do  not 
want,"  countered  Ryan,  who  had 
charged  the  defense  with  stalling  all 
week. 


exception  of  what  you  have  before  you, 
you  have  produced  everything  that  the 
defendants  intend  to  produce  in  compli- 
ance with  the  subpoenas?” 

“No.” 

“Well,  will  you  produce  it?”  Ryan  de- 
manded. 

“I  have  these  here,”  McClennen  said. 

“We  would  like  to  have  everything  pro- 
duced that  the  defendants  are  going  to 
produce  in  compliance  with  the  subpoenas, 
as  expeditiously  as  possible,”  Ryan  stated. 
“Things  of  that  kind,  like  contracts,  we 
had  planned  to  let  wait  until  other  things 
were  produced,  and  unless  you  have  some 
objection  I would  like  to  have  the  other 
papers  that  are  going  to  be  produced,  pro- 
duced today.” 

“That  is  not  possible,”  said  McClennen. 

“Will  you  please  tell  us  when  the  others 
will  be  ready  for  production?” 

“I  cannot  tell  you  that.” 

“As  I recollect  it,”  George  S.  Ryan  said, 
“the  subpoenas  were  issued  around  July  of 
1938,  and  it  would  seem  that  a reasonable 
time  has  elapsed  for  the  production  of 
everything  the  defendants  intend  to  pro- 
duce in  compliance  with  the  subpoenas.” 

“I  note  your  comment,”  said  the  attor- 
ney for  the  majors,  “I  won’t  go  into  a 
detailed  reply  to  it.  There  were  produced 
last  week  some  thousands  of  papers  that 
came  within  your  description  and  had  to 
be  got  together  from  the  files  from  all 
over,  and  you  looked  at  half  a dozen  of 
them,  and  that  was  all.” 

“Among  those  thousands  of  papers,” 
Ryan  came  back,  “I  imagine  were  many 
that  we  had  previously  waived,  beginning 
with  the  first  hearing  in  New  York  when 
we  said  we  did  not  care  for  routine  cor- 
respondence in  relation  to  the  bookings  of 
films  and  invoices  and  other  clerical 
matters.” 

“There  were  about  three  feet  of  papers 
that  did  not  come  within  that  description.” 

Asks  More  Speed 

“I  will  take  what  papers  you  have  now, 
but  I would  like  you  to  have  in  mind  that 
after  all  we  are  engaged  here  in  litigation 
and  the  court  has  ordered  that  certain 
papers  be  produced  which  we  believe  are 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  plain- 


Dispute  Over  Packet  of 
Contracts  Returned 
As  Unrequested 

tiff’s  case.  We  would  like  to  have  them 
produced  with  reasonable  expedition  or 
perhaps  we  may  have  to  go  back  to  the 
New  York  court  for  further  order.” 

The  only  further  court  order  available 
in  this  instance,  it  is  understood,  would 
be  one  for  contempt. 

“I  have  observed  your  threat,”  Mc- 
Clennen retorted.  “It  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  be  ready  at  every  moment  to 
have  everything  that  might  be  wanted.” 

During  the  proceedings  that  followed,  a 
package  of  55  contracts  was  handed  to 
Ryan  and  was  returned  by  him. 

“They  do  not  come  within  the  terms  of 
the  subpoena  or  within  any  request  made 
by  the  plaintiff,”  the  counsel  for  the  in- 
dependents explained. 

Ryan  Termed  “Unreasonable” 

“I  have  no  objection  to  their  being  re- 
turned, but  they  do  come  within  the  re- 
quests,” McClennen  said.  “Every  one  of 
them  contains  provisions  as  to  protection 
in  towns  about  which  evidence  has  been 
put  in  and  exhibits  have  been  put  in. 
I refer  to  this,  not  because  it  is  of  any 
consequence  in  the  case  except  to  show 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  demands,  that 
are  made  upon  us  and  the  complaints  at 
the  way  they  are  met.  I take  it  that  these 
you  do  not  want  at  any  time.” 

“We  do  not  want  them  now,”  Ryan 
said,  “and  never  did  want  them,  and  never 
asked  for  them,  directly  or  indirectly.” 

“On  the  contrary,  you  did.” 

“I  would  like  to  have  you  point  out 
some  request  for  contracts  with  Shea  for 
Leominster,  Attleboro,  Westfield,  or  Man- 
chester.” 

“You  asked  for  protection  all  over  New 
England.” 

“Protection  schedules,”  Ryan  said,  “and 
I haven’t  got  them  yet.” 

“I  regret  to  say  that  your  limiting  it 
to  protection  schedules  just  now  does  not 
conform  to  the  terms  of  the  subpoena. 
These  contracts  were  among  those  handed 
to  you  the  other  day  in  a mass  when  you 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Hollywood  Enters 
The  Picture 

Boston — A goodly  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Morse  & Rothenberg 
anti-trust  suit  this  week  was  taken  up 
between  opposing  counsel  for  the  pro- 
duction of  certain  documents. 

George  Ryan  interrupted  once  to  sug- 
gest Edward  McClennen  should  be  on 
the  West  Coast — “because  he  is  a very 
mysterious  'producer.' " 
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Threat  of  Contempt  Charge 
Up  in  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Striving  to  Revise 
Vt.  Sunday  Law 


• Continued  from  preceding  page) 
asked  for  United  Artists  contracts.  If  you 
did  not  want  them,  they  could  have  been 
handed  back  without  this  imseemly  com- 
ment at  this  time.  I handed  them  to  you 
again  because  you  wanted  to  see  whether 
there  was  in  that  unassorted  group  any 
relating  to  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Ryan  then  returned  over  200  other 
documents  with  the  comment: 

“It  is  simply  astonishing  how  contracts 
and  other  papers  that  we  have  not  asked 
for  can  be  produced,  while  the  papers  we 
have  called  for  and  the  court  has  sub- 
poenaed cannot  be  produced.” 

“Neither  statement  has  any  foundation 
in  fact,”  said  McClennen. 

McClennen  at  one  point  met  Ryan’s  in- 
ferences that  the  majors  were  stalling  for 
time  by  declaring,  “In  getting  out  papers, 
we  have  to  be  governed  by  the  facts  and 
not  by  what  seems  to  you  to  be  the  situ- 
ation ...  I am  not  in  any  way  pressing 
that  point,  but  I am  letting  you  observe 
the  labor  that  we  are  put  to  get  these 
various  things,  and  we  are  met  only  with 
criticism  because  we  produced  them.” 

Combination  and  Conspiracy  Alleged 

The  prosecution  sought  to  show  the 
working  together  of  major  interests  by  the 
introduction,  as  exhibits,  of  certain  let- 
ters. 

“It  is  also  my  intention  to  at  all  times, 
if  possible,  give  you  the  same  protection 
on  Radio  pictures  that  you  get  on  Para- 
mount pictures,”  read  a letter  from  RKO 
to  a Paramount  executive  in  New  York, 
“and  to  cooperate  with  you  in  every  way 
as  I possibly  can  without  jeopardizing 
the  interest  of  your  company.” 

The  answer  to  this  was,  in  part: 

“All  we  ask  is  that  you  give  us  the 
same  protection  as  the  other  distributors 
and  if  there  are  any  instances  where  this 
protection  is  being  violated  by  the  other 
distributors,  would  appreciate  your  notify- 
ing us  immediately.” 

A letter  to  a present  M&P  Theatre  Corp. 
executive  from  Ross  Cropper,  present  RKO 
branch  manager,  read: 

“We  are,  however,  willing  to  give  you 
in  each  situation  the  same  protection  as 
that  given  you  by  Metro,  Fox,  United 
Artists  and  Paramount,  and  will  book  you 
accordingly  in  each  situation. 

A discussion  of  protection  and  clearance 
came  up  when  Ross  Cropper  was  being 
examined  by  Attorney  George  S.  Ryan. 

“As  a result  of  your  experience  in  this 
industry,  Mr.  Cropper,  don’t  you  know 
what  the  word  ‘protection’  means?”  Ryan 
inquired. 

“I  know  what  the  word  ‘clearance’ 
means,”  the  RKO  manager  replied. 

“Do  you  know  what  the  word  ‘protec- 
tion’ means?” 

“I  know  what  the  word  ‘protection’ 
means,  but  it  is  a different  thing  than 
what  we  use  in  our  work.” 

“What  does  the  word  ‘protection’  mean,” 
Ryan  asked. 

“Clearance  from  one  theatre  to  another,” 
replied  Cropper. 

“Does  it  also  mean  protection  against 
competition?” 


“I  don’t  know  what  you  mean  when  you 
say  ‘protection’  against  competition.  Do 
you  mean  by  that,  competition  against 
the  open  in  some  other  theatre?” 

What  Is  “Protection.^” 

“Don’t  you  know  what  competition  is 
either?” 

Cropper  replied  that  he  did. 

“Doesn’t  that  ‘protection’  mean  protec- 
tion against  competition?” 

“I  would  say  not,”  Cropper  responded. 

“Is  protection  usually  given  against  a 
competing  house?” 

“Clearance  is  usually  given.” 

“Against  a competing  house,”  George  S. 
Ryan  queried. 

“Against  a competing  house.” 

“Is  it  given  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting that  competing  house  from  get- 
ting the  pictures  contracted  for  over  a 
certain  length  of  time?” 

“It  is  to  prevent  them  from  playing 
them  earlier  than  a certain  time,”  Cropper 
replied. 

“Now,”  Ryan  said,  “would  you  say  that 
‘protection’  was  protection  for  a certain 
period  of  time  against  competition  of  cer- 
tain houses  in  a certain  area?” 

“I  presume  that  word  can  be  applied 
that  way,”  Cropper  admitted.  “We  use  it 
as  clearance.” 

“Haven’t  you  used  it  as  protection  for 
more  years  than  you  used  it  as  clearance?” 
the  lawyer  asked. 

Solo  But  “Not  Exclusive” 

Cropper  replied  that  he  did  not  think 
that  such  was  the  case. 

Ryan  switched  his  testimony  to  the  sub- 
ject of  alleged  exclusive  runs. 

“For  the  season  1936-37  did  you  give 
the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres, 
for  Portsmouth,  the  exclusive  runs  of  your 
product?” 

“We  never  at  any  time  sold  an  exclusive 
right  to  Portsmouth.” 

“Never  at  any  time?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“During  the  season  1936-37  did  you  sell 
any  other  theatre  in  Portsmouth  any  run 
of  your  product?” 

“No,  sir,”  replied  the  local  RKO  mana- 
ger. 

Cropper  admitted  further  along  that 
although  RKO  never  at  any  time  agreed 
to  sell  exclusive  run  to  Portsmouth,  no- 
body but  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
Theatres  was  sold  there  for  the  season  of 
1935-36. 

Cropper  was  asked  if  RKO  had  a long- 
term franchise  with  the  M.  A.  Shea  cir- 
cuit for  RKO  product  in  Nashua. 

“You  mean  by  that  a long-term  fran- 
chise?” asked  Cropper. 

“A  contract  for  more  than  one  year.” 

“I  don’t  think  so.” 

“Is  there  any  doubt  in  your  mind  wheth- 
er there  is  such  a contract?”  Ryan  asked. 

“I  have  never  seen  such  a contract.” 

Cropper  said  that  he  knew  M.  A.  Shea 
personally  but  that  he  did  not  think  he 
had  talked  with  him  in  the  past  four  years. 
The  RKO  home  office  had  negotiated  the 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Portland,  Me. — Vermont’s  Sunday  ob- 
servance law  was  being  weighed  in  the 
balance  by  members  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  session  at  Montpelier  this 
week.  In  discussing  the  law,  assertions 
were  made  that  some  state’s  attorneys  had 
refused  to  prosecute  violations. 

Attorney  General  Lawrence  C.  Jones, 
who  called  for  enactment  of  a more  liberal 
measure,  told  the  general  committee  of 
the  House  Tuesday  night  that  the  present 
measure  was  “unenforceable”  because  it 
was  not  supported  by  public  opinion. 

The  proposed  bill  would  legalize  motion 
pictures,  lectures  and  concerts  after  6 p. 
m.  and  baseball  after  2 p.  m.,  provided  the 
affected  communities  approved.  Violation 
fines  would  be  jumped  from  $50  to  $200. 
Golf  and  winter  sports  would  be  unre- 
stricted. 

Approximately  2,000  persons,  including 
Gov.  George  D.  Aiken,  crowded  into  the 
House  to  listen  to  the  discussion.  Church 
and  religious  organization  representatives 
quoted  scriptural  injunctions  in  opposing 
the  proposed  biU. 

In  answering  charges  of  former  Mayor 
James  Burke  of  Burlington  that  he  had 
failed  in  enforcing  the  law,  the  attorney 
general  said  that  if  the  legislature  re- 
jected the  proposed  bill  it  would  “put 
some  teeth”  in  the  existing  statute. 

Some  theatre  managers,  he  claimed, 
were  willing  enough  to  pay  a fine  of  $10 
for  each  Sunday  showing  of  films,  look- 
ing upon  it  as  a sort  of  license  fee. 


Winthrop  Selectmen  Are 
Against  Billboards 

Boston — Billboards  were  opposed  by 
Winthrop  selectmen  at  a hearing  before 
the  State  Public  Works  Commission  on  a 
petition  for  a permit  to  erect  outdoor 
advertising  signs  in  that  community. 

The  Winthrop  town  fathers  told  the 
board  the  body  is  opposed  to  the  erection 
of  any  type  of  signs  in  Winthrop.  Out- 
door advertising  has  been  an  increasingly 
controversial  point  in  Massachusetts  the 
past  few  years. 

A Brockton  Bank  Night 
Case  Is  Continued 

Boston — A lottery  suit  involving  the  op- 
eration of  Bank  Night,  in  which  the  Great 
Scott  Market  in  Brockton  is  a defendant, 
has  been  continued  upon  the  request  of 
District  Attorney  Edward  Dewing. 

Dewing  took  the  action  so  as  to  bring 
the  case  before  a grand  jury  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  have  it  dismissed  from  district 
court  and  put  over  to  superior  court. 


Levine  GN  Booker 

Boston — Sam  Levine  is  now  booking  at 
Grand  National.  Levine  had  been  with 
GB.  He  succeeds  John  Scully  jr. 
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Cropper  Questioned  on  RKO 
Franchise  With  M.  A.  Shea 


Marlene  Dietrich 
Wasn't  Slighted 

Boston — A copy  of  "The  Low  Down/' 
United  Artists  paper,  was  among  the 
exhibits  introduced  in  the  local  Morse 
& Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit. 

Stopping  at  an  item  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Andy  Smith  as  general  sales 
manager  for  UA,  George  Ryan  of 
plaintiffs'  counsel,  remarked  with  a 
smile,  "He  is  much  better  looking  than 
his  picture  here." 

Edward  McClennen  of  the  defense, 
pointing  to  an  adjoining  page,  put  in 
his  bit  with  "I  also  call  Your  Honor's 
attention  to  the  picture  of  Marlene 
Dietrich." 

Surveillance  Over 
"Quizzo"  Games 

Portland,  Me. — In  an  attempt  to  re- 
strict the  playing  of  “Quizzo”  to  evenings, 
Portland  merchants  this  week  made  an  of- 
ficial complaint  to  Police  Chief  Ralph  D. 
Brooks.  Persons,  they  claimed,  played  the 
game  during  the  afternoon  when  they 
might,  otherwise,  be  shopping.  Accord- 
ingly the  police  chief  announced  that 
operators  of  games  being  conducted 
“illegally”  will  be  arrested. 

“Legal  games,”  the  chief  said,  “can  be 
played  at  any  time,  illegal  games  at  no 
time.”  Both  he  and  City  Manager  James 
E.  Barlow  admitted  the  city  has  no  power 
whatever  to  regulate  the  playing  of  “legal” 
games. 

As  a result  police  will  now  attempt  to 
determine  whether  prizes  ai’e  given  at 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Nashua  deals  for  the  Shea  circuit  during 
that  time.  Cropper  said. 

“Is  your  refusal  to  sell  the  Maine  con- 
tract in  any  way  based  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  qualifications  of  the  men  who 
were  operating,  through  the  plaintiff,  the 
Colonial  Theatre,  Nashua?”  George  S. 
Ryan  asked. 

“Not  as  individuals,”  Cropper  respond- 
ed. “No,  sir.” 

“Was  it  in  any  way  based  upon  the 
character  of  credit  of  Nashua  Theatres, 
Inc.,  the  operating  company?” 

“No,  sir.” 

“At  any  time  since  1931,  in  Nashua  or 


“Quizzo”  for  the  correct  answering  of 
questions,  which  would  make  the  game 
legal,  or  for  getting  five  lucky  beans  in  a 
row,  which  would  make  it  a game  of 
chance,  hence  illegal. 

Fines  totaling  $224  were  collected  from 
five  persons  arrested  here  a month  ago 
for  operating  illegally-conducted  games. 


Three  Escape  Prosecution 
For  Conducting  Games 

Portland,  Me. — Charges  against  three 
merchants  arrested  last  Saturday  in  the 
latest  police  drive  against  pin  games  were 
nol-prossed  by  Judge  Harry  C.  Libby  in 
municipal  court,  February  3.  The  judge 
reserved  his  decision  on  charges  against 
nine  other  merchants.  Among  those  is 
Russel  J.  Mack,  former  operator  of  the 
Colonial  Theatre  here. 


Portsmouth,  has  your  refusal  to  sell  been 
in  any  way  based  upon  the  character  or 
the  credit  or  the  qualifications  of  Mr. 
Morse  or  Mr.  Rothenberg,  or  of  the  operat- 
ing companies  there?” 

“Not  of  the  operating  companies  or  of 
those  gentlemen  individually.” 

“At  the  time  you  wrote  this  letter  of 
May  18,  1936,  did  you  know  that  the  other 
major  companies  were  not  selling  these 
theatres  in  Nashua  and  Portsmouth?”  the 
lawyer  for  the  plaintiffs  asked. 

“I  imagine  I was  familiar  with  the  fact 
that  he  had  not  been  getting  other  major 
product,”  Cropper  said. 

“In  writing  these  words:  ‘We  do  not 
feel  that  these  towns  are  in  a position 
to  support  any  additional  runs,’  did  you 
have  in  mind  that  if  you  refused  to  sell, 
it  might  put  the  theatres  out  of  business 
so  that  they  would  not  be  an  additional 
run  and,  therefore,  would  not  be  in  com- 
petition with  Shea?” 

“I  did  not  have  that  in  mind,”  Cropper 
replied.  “No,  sir.” 

“In  Nashua,  through  this  period  from 
1931-1936  did  it  strike  you  as  unusual 
that  not  only  your  own  company  but  all 
the  major  companies  were  simultaneously 
refusing  to  sell  subsequent  run  to  the 
Morse  & Rothenberg  theatres.” 

The  Master,  Philip  Hendrick,  said  that 
the  word  “simultaneously”  might  be  ob- 
jectionable. George  Ryan  put  the  ques- 
tion again,  eliminating  the  disputed  adverb. 

Cropper  replied  that  he  did  not  know 
other  companies  were  refusing  to  sell. 

“Did  it  strike  you  as  unusual  that  none 
of  the  major  companies  were  selling?” 

“Not  necessarily,”  Cropper  replied. 


cftlOBS 


UP  OUR  SLEEVES 

we  have  a few  tricks  that  will  give  your 
theatre  a freshness  and  modernity  at 
negligible  expense  ...  by  the  judicious 
use  of  such  economical  products  as: 


COLOR  GLOW  LIGHTING  FIXTURES 
ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPETS 
ROYAL  CHROME  FURNITURE 
BIRDSEYE  LAMPS  — NEW  DRAPES 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR, 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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Providence  Censor 
Pot  Still  Boiling 

Providence  — When  Capt.  George  W. 
Cowan,  Providence’s  “one-man  censor 
board,”  turned  thumbs  down  on  “Pro- 
fessor Mamlock”  and  “Amphitryon”  by 
recommending  last  week  to  the  bureau  of 
police  and  fire  that  they  be  banned  from 
exhibition  here,  he  started  something  of  a 
furore  which  hasn’t  yet  sizzled  down. 

Cowan,  who  also  banned  Sally  Rand 
from  the  Albee  a year  or  so  ago,  and  was 
directly  responsible  for  “Blockade”  not 
being  shown  by  neighborhood  theatres, 
though  it  was  permitted  to  run  at  Loew’s 
State  first  run,  saw  “Mamlock”  and  “Am- 
phitryon” in  a private  screening  at  the 
Avon  Theatre,  which  was  considering  book- 
ing the  films.  Questioned  by  press  re- 
porters, he  declined  to  divulge  his  rea- 
sons for  recommending  the  ban  other  than 
that  they  “had  not  been  approved  by  the 
National  Board  of  Review  or  any  other 
volunteer  group  with  which  we  have  been 
cooperating  over  a long  period  of  years.” 

However,  when  reporters  contacted  Wil- 
ton A.  Barrett,  executive  secretary  of  the 
National  Board,  in  New  York,  they  learned 
“Mamlock”  had  been  selected  by  the 
board’s  committee  on  exceptional  photo- 
plays as  one  of  the  six  best  foreign  films 
of  1938.  Monday,  members  of  the  Bureau 
of  Police  and  Fire  looked  at  the  two  films 
at  another  showing  at  the  Avon,  but  no 
action  taken  at  time  this  is  written  At  a 
meeting  at  a local  auditorium  Dr.  Herman 
F.  Reissig,  executive  secretary  of  the  Med- 
ical Bureau  and  North  American  Com- 
mittee to  Aid  Spanish  Democracy,  spoke 
of  the  police  ban  as  an  unwarranted  ar- 
rogation  of  power. 


Photographic  Illusion — 

What  a bit  of  trick  photography  ac- 
complished with  the  newly  remodeled 
offices  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  in  Boston,  one  of  New  England’s 
foremost  equipment  concerns.  Ken- 
neth R.  Douglass,  Capitol  part-owner 
and  manager,  is  seated  against  the 
wall.  Leon  Foster,  office  manager,  is 
seen  nearer  the  entrance. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


pETER  D.  LATCHIS,  Keene  Theatre 
operator,  has  been  revealed  as  the  victim 
of  a bogus  check  passer  who  signed  his 
name  to  several  counterfeits.  Police  seized 
a county  farm  fugitive  as  a suspect. 

Clarence  M.  Mixer,  manager  of  the  Bay 
View  Pavilion,  Alto^n  Bay's  theatre-dance 
center,  has  announced  his  candidacy  for 
the  office  of  selectman  in  Alton.  He  is 
commander  of  the  local  American  Legion 
post. 

The  Strand  in  Manchester  offered  an- 
other stage  show  with  last  week’s  film 
program. 


lllDIVIDUflLIZE  yOUR  THtflTRt 


• Alterations 


• Painting 


• Murals 


• Draperies 


LUX  THEATRE— BOSTON 

RISEMAN  & LECARI 

[THEATRE  DECORATORS | 

37  Winchester  Street  BOSTON 


TRANS 

Estimates 

Sketches 

No  Cost  or  Obligation 


IIBI  CO)  S T CO  M 

JACK  GOODWIN,  managing  director  of 

the  Metropolitan,  has  closed  the  Plati- 
num Salon.  Darkening  of  the  downstairs 
eating  emporium  brings  to  an  end  an  era 
of  theatre  dining  and  dancing  unique  in 
the  east.  Tepsichorian  part  of  the  situa- 
tion was  eliminated  some  months  ago. 

Several  local  film  men  are  considering 
chartering  passenger  accommodations  on 
a tramp  steamer  for  a southern  cruise. 

Ben  Bebchick,  M-G-M  salesman,  was 
burned  out  the  other  day.  The  top  floor 
of  his  Fayston  St.  home  in  suburban  Bos- 
ton was  razed  by  fire. 

Sam  Davidson,  Cameo  head,  took  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  command  per- 
formance of  "Ballerina”  at  the  White 
House  the  other  day.  He  owns  the  New 
England  distribution  rights. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  publicist,  un- 
derwent a bachelor  dinner  at  Dinty 
Moore’s  last  Monday. 

The  feminine  sector  of  the  local  M-G-M 
office  was  well  represented  Friday  among 
the  skaters  at  the  Boston  Arena. 

Fred  Green  way  and  George  Jones  are 
holding  over  “Sweethearts”  and  “Girl 
Downstairs”  at  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum. 

The  Winchester  St.  building,  formerly 
housing  Decker’s  Lujich,  is  being  reno- 
vated. The  entire  front  is  ripped  out.  It  is 
understood  a publishing  concern  will 
move  in. 

Ann  Salbucci,  formerly  Ann  Martin,  has 
resigned  from  the  local  contract  depart- 
ment of  M-G-M. 

Pat  McGee,  formerly  affiliated  vxith  Roy 
Heffner  and  now  with  the  Schine  circuit, 
may  be  contacted  at  the  Echel  Theatre  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  Cook,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Hollis  Street  Theatre,  is  dead. 

The  lease  on  a Washington  St.  theatre 
has  expired.  The  property  is  controlled  by 
a local  bank. 

Marion  Bell,  secretary  to  Division  Man- 
ager Maurice  M.  Wolf  of  M-G-M,  plans 
to  ski  in  Quebec  next  month. 

Doc  Deen,  in  charge  of  recent  construc- 
tion work  at  the  Tower  in  Lowell,  is  now 
selling  Bank  Night  in  Oklahoma. 

Abe  Weiner  and  Margaret  Foley  of 
United  Artists  have  announced  their  en- 
gagement. Weiner,  formerly  on  the  local 
sales  staff,  is  now  Pittsburgh  manager  for 
the  distributor.  Miss  Foley  is  employed 
in  the  Boston  office.  Wedding  is  set  for 
February  19. 

Edith  Gerber,  long  with  the  Julius  Joel- 
< Continued  on  page  71) 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  In  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 

250  Stuart  Street 
HANcock  5788-5790 
BOSTON 
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Middletown  Enterprises 
Assets  on  Public  Sale 

Middletown,  Conn. — Judge  Dickenson 
of  the  superior  court  for  Middlesex  county 
has  signed  an  order  of  sale  empowering 
Receiver  William  L.  Hadden  to  dispose  of 
the  property  and  franchises  of  Middle- 
town  Interprises,  Inc.  at  public  auction  in 
the  auditorium  of  the  Capitol  Theatre 
here  on  April  11,  1939  at  2 p.  m.  Middle- 
town  Enterprises,  Inc.  is  operator  of  the 
Capitol,  Palace  and  Middlesex  Theatres, 
and  has  been  in  receivership  since  last 
summer.  Action  was  brought  by  Ruth 
Lockwood,  a stockholder.  The  principal 
asset  of  the  estate  is  a lease  of  the  three 
theatres. 

The  order  provides  that  the  receiver 
himself  shall  conduct  the  auction;  that 
each  prospective  bidder  must  deposit  with 
the  receiver  the  sum  of  $3,500  before  being 
entitled  to  offer  any  bid  or  attend  the 
sale  and  that  the  highest  bidder  must  de- 
posit ten  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price 
with  the  receiver  within  24  hours  of  the 
time  his  bid  is  accepted.  Provision  is  fur- 
ther made  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
within  one  week  after  confirmation  of  sale 
by  the  court,  subject  to  extension  by  the 
court.  Receiver  is  to  continue  to  operate 
until  sale  is  fully  consummated. 

If  a stockholder  makes  the  successful 
bid,  he  may  offer  capital  stock  of  the 
corporation  in  part  payment  “at  a valua- 
tion equal  to  the  proportion  of  the  suc- 
cessful bid  corresponding  to  the  ratio  of 
said  owned  or  controlled  stock  to  the  total 
outstanding  stock.” 

National  Distribution  Is 
Gained  by  New  Annual 

New  Haven  — Biographical  notes  and 
pictures  of  160  actors  and  65  directors 
and  producers  appear  in  “The  Movies  . . . 
and  the  People  Who  Make  Them,”  new 
annual  film  service  published  by  Theatre 
Patrons,  Inc.  of  this  city.  Weekly,  month- 
ly, quarterly  and  annual  features  are  sup- 
plied on  all  phases  of  the  industry,  with 
articles  by  national  authorities,  book  re- 
views, bibliographies,  historical  data  and 
other  material,  directed  at  the  growing 
film  fan  field,  as  well  as  at  libraries, 
schools,  colleges,  clubs,  etc.  Says  the  edi- 
tor, Jack  Schaefer,  “It  is  planned  as  a 
simple,  factual  service,  collecting  into  com- 
pact and  convenient  form  full  informa- 
tion and  containing  comment  by  practical 
and  experienced  experts  on  the  various 
aspects  of  the  motion  picture  in  America 
as  unreeled  through  the  year.” 

The  service  now  is  going  to  almost  every 
state  in  the  union,  as  well  as  to  Holland. 


Remodel  at  Rochester 

Rochester,  N.  H. — The  Scenic  Theatre, 
where  a $50,000  remodeling  job  was  start- 
ed some  time  ago,  has  closed  until  al- 
terations are  completed.  Meanwhile,  the 
regular  Scenic  shows  run  at  the  Colonial. 
Both  are  Interstate  establishments. 


Role  for  Robert  Young 

Hollywood — Metro  has  spotted  Robert 
Young  in  a featured  role  in  “Maiden 
Voyage,”  from  an  original  by  Gottfried 
Reinhardt  and  Virginia  Faulkner. 


Monogram  in  Boston  Up 
In  Front  in  Sales  Push 

Boston — The  local  Monogram  office  is 
well  up  among  the  leaders  in  the  present 
W.  Ray  Johnston  Silver  Jubilee  sales  drive, 
Steve  Broidy  stated  this  week. 

Continued  support  by  New  England  ex- 
hibitors will  put  local  salesmen  in  the 
money,  the  general  manager  stated. 


Horenstein  to  Florida 

Boston  — Samuel  Horenstein  of  the 
Burch  Popcorn  Co.  is  vacationing  in  Flor- 
ida. J.  J.  Conroy  is  handling  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island  during  the 
hiatus. 


Discuss  Legislation  at 
Conn,  Allied  Meet 

New  Haven — Allied  Theatres  of  Con- 
necticut met  at  a regular  meeting  at  the 
Hofbrau  Haus  to  discuss  legislation  pend- 
ing in  the  current  session  of  the  state 
legislature.  Morris  Shulman  presided,  and 
gave  a report  on  the  recent  Allied  conven- 
tion in  Washington.  New  Haven  exhibi- 
tors considered  the  possibility  of  dispen- 
sing with  distribution  of  programs. 


Metropolitan  Holds  “Jesse" 

Boston — “Jesse  James”  has  been  held 
over  for  a second  week  at  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre. 
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JOIN  THE  REST  OF  THE  EXHIBITORS  IN  THE  SWING 
TO  MONOGRAM  BY  PARTICIPATING  IN  THE  W.  RAY 

JOHNSTON  SILVER  JUBILEE— FEBRUARY  4 to  MARCH  5 

-K 

OUR  PRESIDENT  ENVISIONS  1939  AS  A RECORD-BREAKING 
YEAR  FOR  MONOGRAM.  WHY?  BECAUSE  MR.  JOHNSTON 
WILL  CONTINUE  HIS  25-YEAR  RECORD  OF  KEEPING  EVERY 
PROMISE  MADE  TO  SHOWMEN. 

-k 

THE  WIDE  RESPONSE  TO  MONOGRAM'S  NATIONAL  CAMPAIGN 
PROVES  THAT  THE  MOVIE  INDUSTRY  BELIEVES  IN  W.  RAY  JOHNS- 
TON. ARE  YOU  ONE  OF  US?  YOU  CAN'T  WIN  IF  YOU  DON'T  TRY- 

MONOGRAM 

-k 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 

39  CHURCH  STREET  • BOSTON 

Steve  Broidy,  Gen.  Mgr. 
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■yNITED  ARTISTS  has  appointed  Lewis 
S.  Ginsburg  salesman  for  this  ex- 
change territory,  succeeding  Reville  Knif- 
fen.  Ginsburg  has  been  associated  with 
United  Artists  for  the  past  six  years,  in 
the  home  office,  in  the  New  York  ex- 
change, and  as  assistant  eastern  district 
sales  manager. 

The  New  Haven  Warner  theatre  zone, 
under  the  direction  of  I.  J.  Hoffman,  is 
leading  in  the  Warner  quarterly  drive. 

“The  Beachcomber”  stays  a second 
week  at  the  Paramount,  Hartford,  and 
Allyn,  Hartford  . . . “Jesse  James”  stays 
on  for  a third  week  at  the  College,  a rare 
occurrence  in  the  city. 

Morris  Joseph,  Universal  manager,  is  off 
on  the  S.  S.  Munargo  for  a \2~day  cruise, 
with  Nassau,  Havana  and  Miami  as  ports 
of  call.  Mrs.  Joseph  accompanies  him  . . . 
The  Donaldsons  are  off  for  Florida  after 
a weekend  in  Boston  . . . Mrs.  William 
Hutchms  is  also  headed  south. 

The  Ben  Simon  dinner  a huge  success 
with  plenty  of  good  will,  good  attendance, 
good  food  and  good  entertainment,  and 
gift  of  a fine  set  of  china. 

Joseph  Quittner  and  Peter  Perakos  have 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
new  theatre  in  Jewett  City,  to  succeed  the 
Finn’s  demolished  by  the  hurricane  . . . 
Plans  reportedly  call  for  a 150-seat  house. 
John  Barnett  to  remain  as  manager. 

The  I.  J.  Hoffmans  are  back  in  New 
Haven  after  a Florida  vacation  . . . Nathan 
Lamport  is  recuperating  at  home  after 
about  three  months  in  a Poughkeepsie 
hospital  . . . The  Joseph  Shulmans  back 
from  Florida  with  a fine  suntan. 

Wallace  Rosenthal,  formerly  manager 
at  the  Lincoln,  has  formed  the  Continental 
Film  Service  of  Connecticut  ivith  other 
interested  parties,  and  will  run  three-a- 
day  16mm  shows  Sundays  in  Convention 
Hall.  He  plans  to  run  such  pictures  as 
“Professor  Mamlock.”  "Carnival  in  Flan- 
ders,” etc.,  with  the  cooperation  of  or- 
ganizations, admission  to  be  35  cents. 

Bob  Russell’s  son,  all-around  athlete, 
musician,  and  activities  man  at  Hamden 
High,  is  confined  to  St.  Raphael’s  Hos- 
pital with  a broken  arm.  To  pass  the 
time,  young  Russell  peruses  the  auto- 
graphs which  cover  his  cast. 

Ken  Renaud  was  a visitor  in  the  Elm 
City  to  do  advance  exploitation  on  RKO’s 
“Gunga  Din,”  and  Lou  Brown  says,  “a 
grand  job”  . . . Brown  was  all  set  to  cor- 


ner Bess  Ehrhardt,  appearing  in  the 
Arena  Ice  Follies,  a sellout  way  in  ad- 
vance, for  tie-in  stunt  on  the  Ice  Follies 
picture  . . . Bob  Folette  of  American  Dis- 
play, touring  the  Poli  houses  . . . Sam 
Haas,  theatre  broker,  in  from  Boston. 

Abe  Fishman  of  the  Fishman  circuit  has 
purchased  a new  home  on  Colony  Road, 
and  will  move  in  after  a few  changes  . . . 
Seider  & Wheeler  of  Colonial,  New  Ca- 
naan, are  connected  with  a report  on  a 
new  house  in  Ridgefield  . . . Yale  Kaplan 
whispered  as  contemplating  promotion  of 
a 6,500-seat  outdoor  theatre  in  Capitol 
Park,  Hartford. 

Jack  Schwartz  of  Bridgeport  and  Mrs. 
Schwartz  had  a grand  time  doing  the  Big 
Town  as  guests  of  the  Bridgeport  Herald 
annual  Ten  Best  Pictures  contest,  accord- 
ing to  the  candid  camera,  and  Jack’s  own 
interesting  account  in  the  Herald. 

George  Rabinowitz  and  Mrs.  will  be 
back  from  their  honeymoon  in  Mexico 
about  February  20  . . . Morris  Kempner  is 
no  longer  with  the  Lampert  “borsht”  cir- 
cuit, and  has  moved  from  these  parts. 

Prospective  buyers  at  public  auction  sale 
of  property  and  franchises  ordered  by 
court  in  Middletown  Enterprises  case  for 
April  11,  1939  at  Middletoivn,  will  have  to 
deposit  $3,500  before  being  allowed  to  bid. 
William  L.  Hadden,  receiver,  ivill  conduct 
the  sale. 

Fishman  Bros.,  Inc.,  have  secured  a per- 
mit to  alter  present  picture  booth  at  the 
Winchester  at  a cost  of  $700  . . . Newest 
theatre  premium  plan  seeking  to  establish 
in  the  territory  is  Parker-Bouldin  with  a 
line  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries. 

Says  Evelyn  Gerstein,  in  her  monthly 
article  on  “Foreign  Films  in  the  United 
States”  in  the  new  service,  “The  Movies 
. . . and  the  People  Who  Make  Them.”  of 
foreign  films:  “A  technical  threat  to  Holly- 
wood? No,  for  there  is  little  that  either 
French  or  Russian  studios,  for  that  mat- 
ter, can  add  to  the  sheer  photographic 
virtuosity  of  American  studios.”  But  Holly- 
wood should  learn  from  the  success  of 
various  distinctly  adult  foreign  films  re- 
cently successful  here  that  “there  is  no 
ten-year-old  movie  mentality;  and  once 
given  freshness,  wit  and  vitality  on  the 
screen,  the  movie  public  will  need  neither 
ballyhoo  nor  banko  to  induce  it  to  go  to 
the  movies.” 

The  State,  Hartford  continues  as  Con- 
necticut’s leading  vaudeville  house  with  a 
G-day  engagement  of  Benny  Goodman. 


Steak  Dinner  for 
Bachelor  Levi 

Boston — Paul  Levi  was  tendered  a steak 
dinner  at  Dinty  Moore’s  Hickory  House 
Monday  night  because  he’s  a bachelor.  A 
check  also  was  given  to  him.  Some  said 
it  should  have  been  a checkup.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  was  Jack  Saef,  Olive  St. 
Pierre,  Harry  Browning,  Robert  Sternberg, 
Jack  Goodwin,  Meyer  Marcus  and  Marty 
Glazer. 

Hy  Fine,  toastmaster,  spoke  before  and 
after  the  ceremony  to  initiate  Levi  into 
“MMPA.”  Inasmuch  as  it  was  chiefly  an 
M&P  Theatres  Corp.  gathering  someone 
suggested  that  MMPA  mean  “Marty  Mullin 
Pinanski  Assn.”  Fine  explained  the  real 
meaning  was  “Married  Men’s  Protective 
Assn.”  Joe  DiPesa,  Loew’s  publicist,  had 
just  bribed  a singer  to  warble  “Sweet- 
hearts,” so  some  missed  the  interpretation. 


Protest  by  Negroes  Stops 
Revival  of  "Nation" 

Boston — The  city  of  Boston  has  banned 
the  revival  of  “Birth  of  a Nation”  follow- 
ing Negro  protests.  The  film  was  to  play 
the  Newsreel  Theatre,  Frederick  E.  Lieber- 
man  circuit  house. 

Litigation  is  now  in  the  courts  following 
the  ban  of  “Unashamed”  at  the  same  thea- 
tre five  weeks  ago.  Theatre  license  was 
suspended  for  one  week  at  that  time  de- 
spite the  fact  the  film  never  was.  allowed 
to  open. 


Start  "Lucky  Night" 

Hollywood — “Lucky  Night,”  co-starring 
Robert  Taylor  and  Myrna  Loy,  is  now  be- 
fore the  cameras  at  Metro  with  Norman 
Taurog  handling  the  megaphone. 


'HE  Alumni  News,  a monthly,  is  the  lat- 
est to  add  a column  of  film  news  here. 


Harry  Rose  used  a scrambled  faces  con- 
test for  “Strange  Faces”  and  gave  away 
passes  for  correct  solutions. 

Norman  Sullivan,  former  Loew-Poli 
dcorman,  has  gone  to  Hollywood  as  gag 
writer  for  the  Bob  Hope  radio  show. 

The  Globe  is  now  booking  first  runs 
double  instead  of  a second  arid  first  run  on 
the  same  program. 

The  Palace,  Stamford,  did  excellent  bus- 
iness with  Helen  Morgan  as  the  stage  at- 
traction . . . Strand  in  same  city  gave 
the  customers  their  first  look  at  “Ecstasy.” 

The  State,  Waterbury,  was  the  first 
house  in  this  section  to  hold  over  “They 
Made  Me  a Criminal.” 

The  Palace,  New  Britain,  has  arranged 
free  parking  for  patrons  at  a parking  lot 
across  the  street  from  the  theatre. 

The  Capitol,  Milford,  ran  a special  mati- 
nee for  the  benefit  of  St.  Peter’s  Church 
Women’s  Auxiliary. 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

BURCH  POPCORN  MACHINES  ARE 
MADE  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THEATRES 


Now  Representing: 

J.  J.  CONROY 

Sales  Representative 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

Samuel  Horenstein 

104  Elson  Road — P.  O.  Box  54 

VKKMONT,  MAINK, 

Massachusetts  - R.  I. 

WALTHAM,  MASS. 
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Massachusetts  Tax 
On  Sales  Opposed 

Boston  — The  proposed  Massachusetts 
two  per  cent  sales  tax,  which  would  in- 
clude theatre  admissions,  has  been  op- 
posed in  a petition  signed  by  more  than 
60  professors  of  economics  and  political 
science  in  the  Bay  State  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. The  proposal  is  objected  to  on 
economic  grounds. 

“Chief  among  the  disadvantages  is  the 
indisputable  fact  that  such  a tax  tends  to 
fall  with  the  greatest  weight  upon  those 
whose  income  are  smaller,”  the  economists 
claim. 

“It  violates  the  basic  principle  of  de- 
mocracy because  it  falls  with  the  greatest 
weight  upon  those  who  are  least  able  to 
pay,”  they  add. 

No  Eliminations  Made  in 
41  by  Massachusetts 

Boston — Forty-one  motion  pictures  were 
passed  without  a single  elimination  in  the 
latest  list  to  go  before  the  Massachusetts 
Bureau  of  Sunday  Censorship. 

Four  vaudeville  routines  were  disap- 
proved for  Sunday  showings  in  an  accom- 
panying group.  Eliminations  were  made 
on  nine  other  routines,  while  15  were 
okayed. 


A BIT  of  excitement  here  last  week 
happened  at  the  Albee  February  1 
when  patrons  staged  a “sit  down”  strike 
at  conclusion  of  the  last  evening  perform- 
ance, refusing  to  leave  without  seeing  “It 
Happened  One  Night.”  Trouble  all  resulted 
from  an  over-long  show  that  ran  from 
5:38  to  10:45  p.  m.  Bill  included,  “It 
Happened  One  Night,”  trailers,  two  shorts, 
a spelling  bee  broadcast  from  the  stage 
over  WEAN,  newsreels,  more  trailers  and 
starting  at  8:50  p.  m.,  “Mr.  Deeds  Goes 
to  Town.”  When  “Deeds”  final  fadeou:., 
came  house  lights  came  on.  amplifier 
horns  played  “Good  Night” — but  audience 
sat  tight  and  after  a couple  of  cash  cus- 
tomers started  asking  loudly  for  “It  Hap- 
pened One  Night”  (they  having  come  in 
after  the  5:38  showing),  there  was  noth- 
ing for  Manager  MacDonald  and  Assist- 
ant Manager  John  Kane  to  do  but  have 
the  operator  put  Claudette  and  Clark 
through  their  paces  once  again.  Sometime 
after  midnight  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell — 
and  the  customers  finally  felt  they’d  had 
their  money’s  worth. 

Ed  Fay,  partner  of  M.  E.  Comerford  in 
the  CkF  Amusement  Corp.,  operators  of 
the  Majestic,  Fays  and  Carlton  theatres 
here,  was  among  those  in  Scranton  Mon- 
day to  pay  final  tribute  at  Comerford’s 
funeral.  The  trip,  incidentally,  necessitated 
Fay  missing  the  Town  Crier’s  annual  party 
Monday  night  at  the  Biltmore.  Fay  always 
is  an  active  committee  worker  for  this 
annual  shindig  of  the  local  ad  men’s  or- 


ganization and  again  this  week,  though 
absent  himself,  did  his  bit  by  sending  his 
entire  stage  bill  from  Fays  Theatre  to  en- 
tertain the  party  guests. 

Manager  Edward  L.  Reed  of  the  Strand 
in  New  York  for  a few  days  this  week, 
making  his  annual  round  of  the  exchange 
offices  and  discussing  product  and  book- 
ing dates. 

A dmner  will  honor  George  M.  Cohan 
after  his  performance  in  “Fd  Rather  Be 
Right”  at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  here 
February  17.  Ed  Fay  will  play  host  for  the 
affair  and  invited  guests  will  include  many 
of  George  M.’s  old  friends  and  neighbors 
from  Fox  Point,  section  of  the  city  where 
he  was  born  and  raised. 

Fall  River  ordinance  committee  has  rec- 
ommended to  city  council  passage  of  an 
ordinance  barring  erection  or  redesign  of 
any  building  for  use  as  a theatre  or  mo- 
tion picture  theatre  situated  within  200 
feet  of  a church,  school  or  hospital.  As 
originally  suggested,  the  ordinance  would 
have  put  the  ban  on  theatres  400  feet  from 
church,  school,  hospital  or  public  garage. 
At  a hearing  January  31,  “monopoly” 
charges  were  flung  in  comments  voiced  by 
speakers,  with  Frank  M.  Silvia,  attorney, 
stating  a “local  monopoly”  exists  in  the 
city’s  theatrical  business;  that  a new  thea- 
tre to  cost  $200,000  was  projected  for 
Second  St.,  for  which  negotiations  have 
been  under  way  for  two  years. 


Reservations  Being  Made 
For  Hub  Dinner-Dance 

Boston — Reservations  are  being  made 
for  the  Film  District  dinner  dance,  to  be 
held  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  March  19. 

Boston  Cinema  Club  is  sponsoring  the 
affair.  Cyril  McGerigel  of  the  RKO  of- 
fice is  chairman  of  the  reservations  com- 
mittee. 


Gene  Reynolds  Termer 
Hollywood — Gene  Reynolds,  who  played 
the  lame  boy  in  “Boys  Town,”  has  signed 
a new  long-termer  at  Metro. 


BOSTON 

(Continued  from  page  68) 

son  Theatres,  is  now  Mrs.  Phil  Trombly. 
Her  husband  is  an  executive  of  the  Saxon 
Mills. 

Joseph  DiPesa,  Loew’s  publicist,  has  tied 
in  with  the  local  sportsman’s  show.  At- 
tendants are  invited  to  throw  darts  at  the 
heart  of  Constance  Bennett.  Successful 
hurlers  collect  Loew’s  passes. 

Paul  Ketchum,  manager  of  the  Tower 
in  Lowell  for  Roy  E.  Heffner  and  Pat  Mc- 
Gee, and  Mrs.  Ketchum  celebrated  their 
wedding  anniversary  informally  last  week 
at  a Mayfair  party.  Roy  E.  Heffner  jr., 
manager  of  the  Key  in  Middleboro,  was 
one  of  the  guests. 

A consolidation  move,  involving  three 
well-known  exchange  figures,  was  in  the 
works  early  this  week.  Nothing  has  been 
decided  definitely  as  yet. 


B 

^^ITH  eight  inches  of  powdery  snow 
covering  the  ground,  and  the  annual 
winter  sports  carnival  being  held  at  Rum- 
ford  this  weekend,  skiing  temporarily  be- 
comes king  in  Maine.  Special  carnival 
trains  are  being  run  from  Portland, 
Waterville  and  other  spots  to  make  it  easy 
for  sports  enthusiasts  to  attend  the  glit- 
tering event.  Radio  Station  'WGAN  was 
to  have  broadcast  the  ski  championship 
finals  Sunday  from  the  slope  at  Rumford. 

A note  of  optimism  on  the  local  business 
horizon — Construction  and  alteration  work 
in  Portland  in  January,  as  represented  by 
permits  issued  by  Building  Inspector  War- 
ren McDonald,  amounted  to  more  than 
eight  times  that  of  January,  1938. 

“They  Shall  Not  Pass”  might  well  be 
the  slogan  exercised  by  efficient  doormen 
at  the  State  Theatre,  for  even  John  Ford, 
famous  Hollywood  director,  and  one  time 
native  of  Portland,  found  entrance  to  the 
theatre  barred  him  when  he  refused  to 


give  his  name.  He  had  called  to  renew  ac- 
quaintance with  an  old  pal  of  his,  Chelsea 
■Waldron,  who  is  now  a projectionist  at 
the  State.  Not  recognizing  him,  the  con- 
scientious doorman  refused  him  entrance. 

A severe  snow  storm  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, accompanied  by  high  winds,  cut  heav- 
ily into  business  at  all  local  and  urban 
theatres.  Other  forms  of  entertainment 
suffered  also. 

Through  a tieup  with  Radio  Station 
WGAN  two  30-minute  sidewalk  broad- 
casts will  be  held  in  front  of  the  Star  The- 
atre, Westbrook,  within  the  next  ten 
weeks.  The  tieup  was  secured  by  Fred 
Eugley,  manager  of  the  house. 

P.  K.  Nelligan,  manager  of  the  Park 
Theatre,  Bangor,  was  ill  with  a cold  a few 
days  this  week  . . . “Dawn  Patrol”  opened 
to  SRO  at  the  State  Theatre,  February  1 
. . . The  lone  visitor  to  Filmrow — Carl 
Divizia,  RKO  salesman,  Boston. 


EXCELLOPHONE 

the  hard-of-hearing  aid  that  excels 


Increase  good  will 
and  box  office 
revenue  with  this 
easily  installed, 
mechanically  per- 
fect device. 
Guaranteed  for  2 
Years 


Call  or  Write  for  Details  and  Prices, 


Richard  B.  Rubin 

20  Shawmut  St. 
niBerty  6855-6 
BOSTON 
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Want  to  Sell 
Your  Theatre? 


“I  can  srive  you 
100%  Service  be- 
cause I have  no 
oOi  t s i <1  e i n- 
terests.” 


then  see  ~ 

SAM  HAASE :: 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Theatre  Specialist 
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infofimfliioii  BUfitfiu 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT48G  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers.  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT50G  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MTSIG  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT52G  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT52S  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabric.s,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT53G  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT340  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT55G  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT5G0  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT5G1  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT5G2  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT5G3  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT5G4  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT5G9  Exj>ansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT075  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT57G  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT380  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT58G  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MTG41  Cleaning  compounds 
MTG42  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MTb44  Deodorant  blocks 
MTG45  Insecticides 
MTG46  Disseminators 
MTG47  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MTG48  Air  perfumes 
MTG49  Air  sprays 
MTG50  Soap  dispensers 
MTG51  Soaps,  liquid 
MTG52  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTG53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MTG54  Rubber  link  matting 
MTG55  Exhaust  fans 
MTG5G  Plumbing  fixtures 
MTG57  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MTGGl  Sound  systems,  complete 

MTGG2  Sound  heads 

MTGG3  Amplifiers 

MTGG4  Pre-amplifiers 

M T G G 5 S pea kers 

MTGGG  Rectifiers 

MTGG7  Condensers 

MTGG8  Photo-electric  cells 

MTG69  Tubes,  amplifier 

MTG70  Tubes,  rectifier 

MTG71  Exciter  lamps 

MTG72  Baffles,  horn 

MTG73  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MTG74  Public  address  systems 

MTG75  Microphones 

MTG76  Microphone  stands 

MTG77  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISNT  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  2-11-39 

Please  obtain  lor  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT5  93  Projectors,  semi- portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MTo9G  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MTGOO  Arc  regulators 

MTGOl  An;  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MTG03  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MTG04  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MTGOG  Rheostats,  projection 

MTG07  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MTG09  Lenses,  condenser 

MTGIO  Current  changers 

MTGll  Mirror  reflectors 

MTG12  Carbons,  projector 

MTG13  Carbon  savers 

MTG14  Reels 

MTG15  Reel  alarms 

MTG16  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MTG18  Slide  projection 

MTG19  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MTG21  Film  safety  controls 

MTG22  Fire  prevention  devices 

MTG23  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MTG24  Film  scales 

MTG25  Film  scrapers 

MTG2G  Film  splicers 

MTG27  Film  cleaners 

MTG28  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MTG29  Tool  kits 
MTG30  Film  cabinets 
MTG31  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG86  Lighting,  stage 
MTG87  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MTG92  Footlights 
MTG93  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
Mr704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT71G  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Miami  Anti-Trust  Sustain  Nine  and  Overrule  1 6 

Case  Status  Quo  Motions  in  Momand  Suit 


Miami — Matters  in  the  pending  anti- 
monopoly  suit,  filed  here  in  the  names  of 
the  Cameo  and  Surf  theatres  against  the 
local  Paramount  and  Wometco  chains  and 
major  distributors  are  virtually  at  a 
standstill  pending  the  expiration  of  time 
allowed  for  the  filing  of  answers  to  the 
complaints  included  in  the  suit. 

It  is  expected  that  the  other  inde- 
pendent houses,  Aaron  Courshon’s  Park- 
way, and  the  Edison,  now  jointly  owned 
by  Edward  Hollander  and  John  Cun- 
ningham, will  join  the  plaintiffs  by  the 
time  the  case  comes  to  trial.  E.  W.  and 
Ira  Loew  already  have  entered  the  ranks 
of  the  original  plaintiffs  by  becoming  co- 
plaintiffs in  the  interests  of  their  Drive- 
In  Theatre  whose  bookings  are  held  up  by 
the  same  five  months’  “protection”  clause 
which  this  pending  suit  protests,  among 
other  alleged  monopolistic  practices. 


Bailey  and  Starr  Circuit 
Swells  Refugee  Fund 

Nashville — The  entire  receipts  for  a day 
of  38  theatres  in  the  Bailey-Starr  circuit, 
spread  over  ten  southern  states,  will  be 
contributed  to  the  fimd  for  the  benefit 
of  German  refugees,  according  to  Milton 
Starr,  head  of  the  Bijou  Amusement  Co., 
which  is  affiliated  with  Bailey  Amusement 
Co. 

The  following  houses  will  cooperate, 
says  Mr.  Starr:  In  Alabama — the  Pekin  at 
Montgomery  and  the  Gem  at  Gadsden.  In 
Arkansas — the  Gem  at  Little  Rock.  In 
Georgia — “81,”  Pictorial,  Ashby,  Strand, 
Royal  and  Lenox,  Atlanta;  Dixie  and 
Douglass,  Macon;  Lenox,  Augusta;  Dun- 
bar, Savannah.  In  Kentucky — Dixie, 
Louisville.  In  Louisiana — Temple  and  Mc- 
Kinley, Baton  Rouge;  Ace  and  Palace, 
Oklahoma  City;  Rex,  Tulsa.  In  North 
Carolina — Booker  T.  and  Eagle,  Asheville; 
Lincoln  and  Savoy,  Charlotte;  Regal,  Dur- 
ham; Palace,  Greensboro;  Royal,  Raleigh; 
Lincoln,  Winston-Salem.  In  South  Car- 
olina— Lincoln,  Charleston;  Capitol,  Co- 
lumbia; Liberty,  Greenville;  Union,  Spar- 
tanburg. In  Tennessee — Ace,  Bijou  and 
Ritz,  Nashville;  Gem,  Knoxville.  In  Texas 
— Ritz,  Ft.  Worth;  Lincoln,  Houston. 


Covington  Majestic  Aids 
Refugee  Fund  Drive 

Covington,  La. — The  motion  picture  the- 
atres committee  of  the  states  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  recently  cooperated  in  the 
drive  to  secure  funds  to  aid  refugees  from 
Germany,  Austria  and  central  Europe  by 
turning  over  to  the  Joint  Distribution 
Committee  receipts  of  one  day. 

The  Majestic  Theatre  here  was  one  of 
the  houses  which  cooperated  in  the  plan 
to  aid  persecuted  Protestants,  Catholics 
and  Jews. 


Mosley  Signs  With  Columbia 

Picayune,  Miss. — W.  L.  (Pick)  Mosley, 
manager  of  the  Ritz  Theatre,  announced 
he  had  a new  contract  with  Columbia. 


"Citadel"  Chalks  Up 
New  Records 

Dallas — "The  Citadel,"  which  re- 
ceived the  New  York  critics'  vote  as  the 
best  film  of  1938,  broke  all  existing 
records  in  the  Village  Theatre,  first-run 
neighborhood  house.  "Citadel"  did  well 
downtown,  but  the  neighborhoods  are 
to  cash  in  on  the  award  boost. 

Exhibitor  Defends 
Bank  Night,  Duals 

Miami  — Coincident  with  the  Florida 
State  supreme  court’s  decision  outlawing 
Bank  Night  in  the  state,  comes  a strong 
statement  in  defense  of  the  idea.  Jack 
Miller,  well-known  Chicago  exhibitor  and 
former  president  of  the  Chicago  Exhibi- 
tors’ Ass’n,  who  is  vacationing  here  on  the 
beach,  stated  his  conviction  that  “Bank 
Nite  Tonite”  was  the  “greatest  motion  pic- 
ture” ever  invented. 

“It  was  an  unhappy  day  for  theatremen 
when  Bank  Night  was  outlawed,  for  it 
enabled  many  an  independent  exhibitor  to 
make  a profit  which  he  otherwise  never 
would  have  obtained,”  Miller  declared. 

“And,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said 
against  it,  the  double-feature  bill  still 
constitutes  a powerful  drawing  card,”  he 
added,  explaining  that  this  was  especially 
true  among  patrons  under  35.  “Over  that 
age  they  don’t  want  their  entertainment  in 
wholesale  lots,  but  children,  young  swains 
a-courting  and  young  husbands  and  wives 
operating  on  a restricted  budget,  insist 
that  the  admission  they  pay  at  a theatre 
embrace  an  entire  evening’s  entertain- 
ment.” 

Miller  made  light  of  the  “block  book- 
ing bugaboo,”  expressing  his  belief  that  it 
was  a “spook  scared  up  by  independent 
exhibitors  to  attract  attention  to  them- 
selves.” Without  block  booking,  independ- 
ents would  be  far  worse  off  than  they  are 
today,  he  contended. 

“Local  conditions  in  Miami  are  not  good 
for  the  picture  business,  for  in  order  to 
make  money,  independent  exhibitors  must 
get  their  pictures  quickly  before  they  have 
turned  stale  with  the  public,”  he  replied 
when  questioned  about  his  feeling  in  the 
pending  legal  battle  here  between  chain 
and  independent  operators. 

Miller  and  his  wife,  and  their  guests, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Shipman  of  Itasca, 
111.,  are  remaining  in  Miami  during  Feb- 
ruary. 


Druten  on  "Intermezzo" 

Hollywood — John  Van  Druten  has  been 
assigned  to  script  “Intermezzo”  at  Selz- 
nick  International. 


Oklahoma  City — Sustaining  nine  and 
overruling  16  of  the  defense  motions.  Fed- 
eral Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  heard  the  latest 
actions  in  the  A.  B.  Momand  $4,500,000 
suits  against  Major  producers,  distributors 
and  circuits  in  his  chambers  here. 

Plaintiffs  were  ordered  to  file  detailed 
Bills  of  Particulars  listing  producers  which 
they  alleged  in  their  petition  were  forced 
out  of  business  or  forced  to  merge  with 
major  producers  because  of  the  alleged 
“conspiracy  of  major  producers,”  as  well 
as  a list  of  those  independent  exhibitors 
who  were  alleged  to  have  been  driven  from 
business  because  of  the  alleged  conspiracy. 

Momand  attorneys  were  instructed  by 
Judge  Murrah  to  file  these  detailed  Bills 
of  Particulars  at  the  earliest  possible  time 
and  to  list  in  detail  all  of  the  firms  or  in- 
dividuals involved,  dates  and  places  and 
instances  involved. 

Individual  Cases  Involved 

Overruled  by  Judge  Murrah  were  all 
portions  of  the  main  motion  which  sought 
to  have  the  plaintiffs  present  the  actual 
evidence  of  damage  charged  in  the  peti- 
tion. Ten  of  these  motions  were  directed 
at  individual  causes,  each  of  which  in- 
volves one  of  the  Momand  companies  or 
properties. 

Most  other  motions  involved  points  in 
the  amended  petition  wording  and  inter- 
pretation, which  were  corrected  either  by 
interlineation  at  the  time  of  hearing,  by 
filing  of  suitable  papers  of  correction  on 
the  part  of  plaintiffs  or  were  ordered 
stricken  by  Judge  Murrah. 

Attorneys  for  the  defendant  companies 
at  the  hearing  intimated  that  following 
amendment  and  correction  of  the  plead- 
ings as  ordered  and  instructed  by  the 
court,  they  would  file  a motion  to  dis- 
miss which  will  be  heard  following  set- 
tlement of  the  points  now  before  Judge 
Murrah. 

The  suit  is  directed  against  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.;  20th  Century-Fox  Film 
Corp.;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures;  the  Vita- 
graph  Corp.;  the  Vitaphone  Corp.;  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  Corp.;  RKO  Radio  Dis- 
tributing Corp.;  Universal  Film  Exchanges, 
Inc.;  Griffith  Amusement  Co.;  Consoli- 
dated Theatres;  Regal  Theatres;  Warner 
Bros.  Theatres;  Pathe  Exchange;  Educa- 
tional Film  Exchange;  United  Artists 
Corp.;  Publix  Theatres  Corp.;  First  Na- 
tional Pictures,  Inc.;  Loew’s,  Inc.;  Colum- 
bia Pictures  Corp. 

This  motion  to  dismiss  the  case  prob- 
ably will  conclude  all  of  the  preliminary 
pleadings  involved  in  the  case  and  bring 
to  a conclusion  several  months  of  plead- 
ings and  counter  pleadings  which  have 
built  the  files  in  the  court  clerk’s  office  to 
a volume  exceeded  by  few  cases  on  record. 


Projectionist  Wed 

Tifton,  Ga. — The  marriage  of  Clyde  C. 
Dorminy,  projectionist  at  the  Tifton  The- 
atre, and  Miss  Sarah  N.  Jordan,  of  Fitz- 
gerald, was  recently  celebrated  in  Fitz- 
gerald, Ga. 
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Oklahoma  City  Inviting  to 
Many  as  Theatre  Center 


Oklahoma  City — Plans  are  hatching  for 
more  theatres  here,  although  the  city  now 
has  23  houses.  Each  individual  or  group 
figuring  on  new  houses,  however,  has 
made  careful  surveys  on  profit  possibilities. 

George  Latham  of  Blackwell,  Okla.,  is 
understood  as  interested  in  a suburban 
location. 

It  is  reported  C.  C.  Lyles,  who  formerly 
operated  the  Gem  here  and  houses  in 
Enid  prior  to  that,  is  seriously  thinking 
of  building  a new  one  on  North  Broad- 
way, just  away  from  the  business  district. 

One  minor  circuit  official  also  is  con- 
templating a small  house  near  the  busi- 
ness section.  His  organization  already  has 
secured  a lease  on  the  desired  property 
but  is  holding  up  plans  pending  better 
product  possibilities. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.  is  reported  planning  an- 
other downtown  theatre  which  would  be 
his  third.  He  now  has  the  first-run  State 
and  subsequent-run  Pix.  Noble’s  plans, 
cooking  for  several  months,  may  jell  at 
any  time,  it  is  understood.  Product  also 
is  a factor  in  his  plans. 

Film  circles  pass  along  word  that  the 
Sinopolos,  who  were  among  the  group  that 
built  Midwest  Enterprises,  have  stated 
privately  they  will  build  a 600-seater 
downtown  in  1945  and  earlier  if  possible. 
Tlieir  contract  with  Warner  Bros.,  who 
leased  their  properties  and  pooled  them 
in  the  Standard  organization  several  years 
ago,  prohibits  their  entering  the  theatre 
field  until  that  date.  It  is  known  Sino- 
polo  has  refused  to  sell  a certain  down- 
town property  because  of  its  desirability 
as  a theatre  site. 


Oklahoma  City — If  all  promises  become 
actualities  Oklahoma  will  be  a little  Holly- 
wood this  spring  and  summer.  Three  pro- 
ducers have  intimated  they  will  produce 
pictures  in  this  state  before  the  year  is 
out  and  it  is  known  that  two  more  have 
plans  now  in  the  hatchery. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  head  of  Monogram, 
while  here  announced  that  he  would  bring 
a company  to  Oklahoma  City  to  produce 
a film  based  on  A1  Jennings’  life.  Early 
spring  was  set  by  Johnston  as  the  time 
when  filming  would  be  started. 

Previously  Harry  Sherman,  independent 
producer  who  releases  through  Paramount, 
had  announced  plans  to  produce  a film 
on  the  same  subject  during  the  summer 
months.  Sherman,  while  here  attending 
the  MPTOA  convention,  made  public  his 
plans  for  a film  with  a $150,000  budget. 

Republic  also  has  a film  with  an  Okla- 
homa locale  under  consideration  it  is  un- 
derstood. Warner  Bros,  originally  had 
planned  to  produce  a great  deal  of  “The 
Oklahoma  Kid”  near  Oklahoma  City  but 
changed  their  mind  at  the  last  moment. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  also  has  re- 


Earned  His  Title — 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole  (the  title  isn’t 
honorary — it  was  earned  from  the  United 
States  Army)  was  born  57  years  ago  in 
Brooklyn. 

He  was  not  long  in  turning  to  the 
south,  however,  attending  public  schools 
in  Atlanta  and  later  Georgia  Tech.  As  a 
young  man  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Texas,  soon  after  switching 
to  insurance. 

To  Training  Camp 

When  the  United  States  became  in- 
volved in  the  World  War,  he  left  insur- 
ance for  an  officers’  training  camp,  be- 


ceived  queries  from  other  organizations  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
state  and  possibilities  for  film  back- 
grounds. 

Part  of  the  interest  is  attributed  to  the 
phenomenal  success  of  20th-Fox  in  their 
filming  of  “Jesse  James”  at  Noel,  Mo., 
last  fall.  The  Missouri  city  is  but  a few 
miles  from  the  Oklahoma  border.  As 
“Jesse  James”  is  being  shown  throughout 
the  area  the  publicity  secured  at  the  time 
of  the  picture’s  making  has  called  for  ex- 
tended runs  almost  everywhere  it  has 
been  shown;  even  in  the  smallest  situa- 
tions where  no  picture  rates  more  than  a 
four-day  run. 

“Jesse  James”  is  smashing  all  records  in 
Oklahoma  City  and  Tulsa.  In  Oklahoma 
City  the  film  grossed  approximately  $11,- 
000  for  an  all-time  record  at  40-cent  top 
exceeded  only  by  “Cimarron”  at  a 75-cent 
figure  and  $12,000.  Locally  the  film  is  in 
its  third  week  and  will  do  at  least  another 
week  before  being  shelved  for  a time  prior 
to  subsequent  and  neighborhood  runs 
where  it  is  believed  new  figures  will  be 
stacked  up  also. 


coming  a lieutenant -colonel  and  instructor 
in  artillery  at  Ft.  Bliss.  Came  the  Armis- 
tice, with  his  brother,  H.  S.,  he  entered 
exhibition  at  Ranger  during  the  oil  boom. 
He  sold  out  in  Ranger  and  became  a 
theatre  operator  at  Marshall  in  1921,  when 
he  was  first  elected  president  of  the  Texas 
independent  exhibitor  organization. 

Colonel  Cole  attended  his  first  national 
convention  of  exhibitors  in  1920  at  Cincin- 
nati, but  without  any  organization  af- 
filiation. He  subsequently  attended  all 
national  gatherings  of  the  MPTOA  until 
the  election  of  Pete  Woodhull.  Cole  then 
resigned  as  a national  director  over  the 
protests  of  A1  Steffes,  H.  F.  Richey  and 
others,  who  later  became  prominent  in 
the  to-be -born  Allied. 

Built  Up  Contacts 

In  his  organization  activities.  Cole  built 
up  contacts  with  the  Hays  office  and  fos- 
tered a solid  movement  for  the  repeal  of 
war  taxes  on  theatres.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Allied  States  Ass’n  and  was 
instrumental  in  having  the  Texas  MPTO 
name  changed  to  Allied  Theatre  Owners 
of  Texas  in  harmony  with  the  national 
title. 

Early  in  Allied’s  history.  Colonel  Cole 
staunchly  advocated  conference  and 
round-table  settlements  of  trade  disputes, 
which  led  to  the  celebrated  5-5-5  Con- 
ference and  other  negotiations. 

Since  1921,  Cole  has  been  the  continu- 
ous head  of  the  Texas  organization  and 
a director  on  the  national  board.  He  also 
is  chairman  of  National  AUied’s  legisla- 
tive committee,  currently  engaged  in  trade 
practice  parleys  with  distributors  in  New 
York. 

Turns  to  Legislation 

When  Cole  became  convinced  confer- 
ences, as  they  had  been  conducted,  of- 
fered no  solution  in  correcting  trade  evils, 
he  turned  actively  to  legislation  and  the 
courts  to  gain  desired  objectives.  In  the 
last  two  years  he  has  made  11  trips  to 
the  north  and  east  in  carrying  out  this 
work. 

The  independent  exhibitor  in  Texas  be- 
lieves Colonel  Cole,  in  his  work,  has  and 
continues  to  think  only  in  terms  of  the 
well-being  of  the  industry  as  a whole. 

Cole  is  in  a good  position  to  serve  Al- 
lied without  sacrificing  his  personal  in- 
terests. His  operations  are  set  up  on  a 
competent  partnership  basis. 

Already  Cole  has  formulated  new  ac- 
tivities and  extended  present  ones  on 
Allied’s  national  program,  which  he  will 
direct  from  the  local  office. 


Projectionist  Dies  From 
Booth  Fire  Injuries 

Houston  — Charles  Edward  Marshall, 
projectionist  in  the  Joy  Theatre,  died 
Tuesday  from  burns  received  during  a 
booth  fire  in  theatre  several  days  ago. 
Two  other  operators,  Giles  Polk  and  J.  H. 
Naquin,  also  were  injured  in  the  fire. 
Patrons  estimated  as  400  fled  from  the 
house  through  a rear  exit.  One  young 
boy  later  was  found  unconscious  believed 
to  have  been  trampled. 

The  Joy  is  owned  by  Tol  Teeter  and  runs 
a combination  of  vaudeville  and  subse- 
quent run  pictures.  The  booth  only  was 
damaged  with  pictures  remaining  off  the 
screen  one  day. 


”Hollywood''  in  Oklahoma 
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Renew  Lease  on  Rialto, 
Greenville,  10  Years 

Dallas — A.  W.  Lilly  and  H.  A.  Cole, 
owners  of  the  Rialto  at  Greenville,  have 
lenewed  that  lease  for  ten  years,  it  is 
learned  here. 

According  to  Lilly,  rent  on  the  Rialto 
had  been  reduced  during  the  business  re- 
cession and  the  landlord  claimed  because 
of  the  reduction  the  existing  lease  had 
been  breached,  and  an  option  to  renew  was 
in  the  balance  because  of  this  point. 

The  landlord  also  claimed,  according  to 
Lilly,  that  an  offer  for  the  house  had  been 
made  by  other  interests. 

The  issue  stayed  in  court  for  some  time 
with  a jury  last  week  deciding  the  lease 
had  not  been  breached  and  that  Lilly  had 
the  right  to  renew  and  at  the  rent  he  had 
been  paying,  Lilly  said. 


Southern  Amuse.  Wins 
An  Income  Tax  Claim 

New  Orleans — The  U.  S.  board  of  tax 
appeals  has  decided  Southern  Amusement 
Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Lake  Charles, 
La.,  does  not  owe  $2,124.22  in  income  tax 
deficiencies  claimed  by  the  government  for 
1935. 

The  company,  operating  ten  theatres  in 
Louisiana,  claimed  it  was  entitled  to  a 
reduction  of  three  per  cent  for  deprecia- 
tion of  theatre  buildings  in  figuring  in- 
come on  which  the  tax  was  due.  Govern- 
ment attorneys  countered  the  company 
was  entitled  to  only  a two  per  cent  de- 
duction. Buildings  are  said  to  represent  a 
$500,000  investment  by  the  company. 


Long  Planning  to  Build 
New  $30,000  Theatre 

Cleveland,  Tex. — The  J.  G.  Long  Cir- 
cuit, operating  over  20  theatres  in  Texas, 
is  planning  construction  of  a $30,000  the- 
atre here  in  the  near  future,  according  to 
Tommie  Boothe,  manager  of  the  present 
Cleveland  Theatre.  The  estimated  cost  will 
be  divided  equally  between  the  building 
and  equipment. 

A lot  for  the  building  had  not  been  pur- 
chased at  the  time  the  announcement  was 
made,  it  was  said. 


Pat  Garyn  Is  Enlarging 
Trailer-Made  Quarters 

Dallas — Since  opening  the  Harwood  St. 
office  of  Trailer-Made  Service  of  Texas, 
Inc.,  a few  weeks  ago,  Pat  Garyn,  presi- 
dent, has  enlarged  his  quarters  by  taking 
two  additional  office  spaces  and  employ- 
ing two  new  people. 

He  has  the  Trailer-Made  franchise  for 
Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas,  handling 
sales  and  distribution  out  of  the  Dallas 
headquarters. 


Loew  a Visitor 

Miami,  Fla. — E.  M.  Loew,  head  of  a 
chain  of  theatres  in  New  England  and 
New  York  state,  was  a visitor  here.  He 
consulted  with  representatives  relative  to 
opening  additional  drive-in  theatres  in 
Florida. 


p G.  CAMERON,  owner  of  the  Peak,  East 
Dallas  neighborhood  theatre,  said  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  which  he  played 
about  two  weeks  ago,  broke  all  records  at 
his  house  . . . After  another  remodeling 
of  the  Plaza  at  Kaufman,  putting  in  new 
upholstered  seats  and  ultra-modern  booth 
equipment,  John  Stewart,  the  owner,  has 
some  used  apparatus  on  hand. 

Glenn  T.  Fannin  of  the  Cactus  at  Lub- 
bock is  the  latest  showman  to  success- 
fully get  by  the  Variety  Club  membership 
committee.  Incidentally,  there  are  three 
Variety  members  from  this  little  theatre, 
including  Owner  M.  A.  Sanders. 


The  committee  backing  Variety’s  spring 
golf  tournament,  March  27,  at  the  Dallas 
Country  Club,  is  composed  of  Duke  Evans, 
chairman:  Ben  Bedford,  Irwin  Waite,  El- 
mer Zrenner,  John  Adams,  Burt  King,  R. 
I.  Payne,  Don  C.  Douglas,  James  O.  Cherry, 
Lloyd  Rust,  B.  C.  Gibson,  H.  R.  Biersdorf, 
George  Schepps  and  Richard  Foy. 

Walter  Knoche,  Fredericksburg , and 
Tommy  White,  Boerne,  were  in  town  to- 
gether on  Monday  . . . It  is  recalled  that 
Colonel  Cole  is  three  presidents,  namely, 
of  Allied  States  Ass’n,  Allied  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Texas,  and  the  Texas  Bridge  Club. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


DOUBLE  - CHECK 

Your  Miscellaneous  Equipment 
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STAR 

POPCORN  MACHINES 
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you  DO  need  one  for  a money- 
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BERBER  BROTHERS 
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210  S.  HARWOOD  ST. 
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Bernard  Brandt  Urges  Support 
Of  Radio  Boycott  Proposal 


Miami  — Strong  support  of  boycotting 
from  the  theatre  motion  picture  stars  who 
continue  drawing  radio  salaries  was  voiced 
here  by  Bernard  Brandt,  brother  and  co- 
partner of  Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
ITOA,  who  is  credited  with  launching  the 
boycott  proposal. 

Barnard  and  Louis,  two  of  the  five 
Brandt  brothers,  are  vacationing  on  Miami 
Beach,  accompaneid  by  their  mother,  Mrs. 
Gussie  Brandt,  Mrs.  Philip  P.  Jacobs,  wife 
of  the  New  York  theatrical  attorney,  is  also 
a member  of  their  party. 

“Why  not  such  a boycott?”  asks  Barnard 
when  questioned  about  his  stand  on  his 
brother’s  proposal.  “The  motion  pictures 
and  the  boxoffice  public  make  these  stars 
famous.  Then,  when  they’re  ‘made,’  they 
get  themselves  nice  fat  radio  contracts 
and  begin  to  damage  the  business  which 
brought  them  to  stardom. 

“The  ‘radio  theatres’  caused  a 25  per 
cent  reduction  in  our  boxoffice  last  year, 
and  the  Independent  Tlieatre  Owners 
Ass’n  is  out  to  stop  it,”  he  declared. 

This  visiting  member  of  the  group  of 
five  brothers  who  operate  80  New  York 
theatres,  believes  that  to  a certain,  if  not 
a compensating,  extent,  the  radio  has 
driven  many  persons  into  the  motion  pic- 
ture theatres. 

“You’ve  got  to  go  somewhere  to  escape 
the  constant  jibber-jabber  of  speeches  and 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


20111/2  Jackson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


advertising  pouring  from  radios  every- 
where, in  almost  every  room  and  now  in 
many  cars.  Tliere  is,  actually,  nowhere 
except  in  the  cinema  house  where  one 
can  escape.  There  the  only  people  who 
talk  are  the  actors  on  the  screen.  If  you 
try  to  talk,  you  get  hissed  right  out,”  he 
commented. 

The  80  million  boxoffice  tickets  sold 
every  week  when  there  are  only  120  mil- 
lion people  in  the  country,  20  per  cent 
of  whom  are  under  or  over  the  age  of  reg- 
ular theatre  frequenters  is  one  rather 
definite  proof  that  the  American  public 
does  flee  to  the  cinema  for  escape  from 
the  omnipresent  menace  of  being  “talked 
to  death”  via  radio,  he  concluded. 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Incidentally , he  is  one  of  the  best  bridge 
players  in  the  state. 

G.  H.  Williams,  new  owner  of  the  Cap- 
itol at  Meridan,  was  in  booking.  He  says 
the  theatre  business  is  fine  and  that  he  is 
enjoying  it  immensely.  He  came  to  Dallas 
last  summer  from  Quincy,  111.,  where  he 
owned  a factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
chicken  incubators,  brooders  and  other 
lines  of  metal  goods. 

R.  Q.  Coleman,  who  has  demonstrated 
a theatre  can  be  operated  profitably  in 
Mabank,  says  he  has  secured  a building 
at  Seagoville,  20  miles  frorn  Dallas,  in 
which  he  will  open  a theatre. 

P.  A.  Tomes,  Texas  film  man  for  about 
20  years,  has  joined  United  Artists  and 
will  handle  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 
He  replaces  Jack  Groves  who  resigned  with 
plans  to  enter  the  theatre  field  in  Ok- 
lahoma with  his  brother.  Lew  Groves,  of 
Sulphur.  B.  C.  Gibson,  who  has  been  with 
UA  the  past  few  seasons  has  shifted  to 
the  Dallas  block  and  east  Texas.  Tomes 
was  Paramount  branch  manager  under 
the  late  J.  B.  Dugger.  He  was  later  made 
sales  manager  for  Texas,  resigning  to  go 
with  United  Artists. 

E.  V.  Odeneal,  formerly  with  the  old 
Publix  circuit  on  Elm  St.,  and  now  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount  Theatre  m Mitchell, 
South  Dakota,  was  in  Dallas  vacationing 
and  spending  part  of  $500  first  prize  he 
loon  recently  in  a business-getting  contest 
over  the  northern  circuit.  He  had  a letter 
from  John  J.  Friedl,  also  formerly  of 
Dallas,  but  now  head  of  the  Mmnesota 
Amusement  Co. 

Sol  E.  Gordon,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  Beaumont,  is 
on  an  extended  cruise  to  South  America, 
according  to  news  reaching  Dallas  this 
week. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HABWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 


TEXAS 

Alice — The  Rialto  was  burglarized  for 
$15  in  cash,  the  money  being  taken  from 
the  cash  drawer  in  Manager  Emil  Heinen’s 
office.  Officers  believed  the  thief  re- 
mained in  the  show  after  closing  time  as 
no  traces  of  making  an  entrance  could 
be  found. 

Carthage — R.  A.  Gill,  owner  of  the  Car- 
tex,  again  has  improved  that  theatre.  A 
new  screen  and  additional  projection 
equipment  have  been  installed.  The  seats 
have  been  replaced  with  a more  modern 
design  easy  to  identify  in  the  dark  because 
of  their  color.  “I  appreciate  your  busi- 
ness,” Gill  told  his  public,  “and  feel  sure 
you  appreciate  the  finer  things  necessary 
to  make  you  comfortable.” 

Forney — New  owner,  R.  P.  Condron,  is 
letting  patrons  know  that  he  is  having  the 
Star  Theatre  disinfected  daily  which  meets 
with  general  approval  because  of  epidemic 
scares  that  have  been  making  the  rounds 
over  north  Texas  the  past  few  weeks.. 

Lorenzo — The  Queen  closed  down  for 
one  week  because  of  a generator  burning 
out. 

Madisonville — A1  Stoddard  has  altered 
the  seating  arrangement  in  his  Madison 
Theatre,  placing  each  row  in  a part  cir- 
cle with  aisles  against  each  wall.  Addi- 
tional room  was  left  between  rows  to  allow 
easier  passing. 

McKinney  — Roy  Brockman,  veteran 
showman,  has  toned  up  his  Ritz  Theatre 
with  new  late  model  projection  machines 
and  new  drapes.  Many  compliments  came 
from  patrons  because  of  the  “softer”  pic- 
tures on  the  screen. 

Monahans — Fire  of  imdetermined  origin 
in  a storeroom  off  the  balcony  at  the  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  operated  by  the  O.  K.  circuit, 
did  only  slight  damage  before  being 
brought  under  control  by  firemen,  ac- 
cording to  Manager  E.  M.  Berg. 

Odessa — H&H  Theatres  and  Westex  The- 
atres, Inc.,  have  purchased  a lot  40x150 
just  east  of  the  postoffice  on  Second  St. 
with  reported  plans  to  build  a new  theatre 
building.  These  interests  now  operate  the 
Lyric  and  Texas  here. 

Sherman — Debris  has  been  cleared  from 
the  burned  Texas  Theatre  which  was  prac- 
tically destroyed  on  January  14.  Prepa- 
rations are  under  way  for  rebuilding  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  according  to  Man- 
ager Harry  E.  Hardgrave,  city  manager  for 
the  Robb  & Rowley  circuit. 


A Plan  to  Revive  Legit 
Shows  in  the  South 

New  Orleans — Charles  W.  Bauer  jr.  of 
Cincinnati,  who  is  working  on  a plan  to 
revive  legitimate  stage  productions  in  the 
south  by  presenting  them  in  cooperation 
with  cities  in  municipal  auditoria,  has 
approached  Irwin  F.  Poche,  manager  of 
the  local  auditorium,  on  the  idea. 

As  the  St.  Charles,  only  local  legitimate 
theatre,  is  now  under  lease  to  the  Federal 
Theatre  Project  for  development  of  ama- 
teur actors  to  eventually  appear  in  road- 
show units  throughout  the  country,  the 
proposal,  it  is  thought,  has  better  than 
a 50-50  chance  for  acceptance. 
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^HE  state  of  Tennessee  needs  to  in- 
crease its  revenues  and  one  means  pro- 
posed in  the  revenue  bill  introduced  in  the 
state  legislature  last  week  was  an  increase 
from  three  to  four  per  cent  tax  on  gross 
receipts  of  all  theatres,  with  theatres 
staging  Bank  Nights  called  upon  to  pay- 
five  per  cent.  This  would  mean  an  addi- 
tional drain  of  $50,000  annually  to  the- 
atres of  the  state.  Although  the  fight  is 
not  yet  over,  theatremen  believe  they  have 
the  voting  strength  to  defeat  it  in  the 
house.  To  pay  this  expense,  theatres 
would  have  to  reduce  other  expenses  in 


proportion  which  would  mean  the  dis- 
missal of  many  employes.  This  fact  is 
being  stressed  in  the  fight  to  prevent  the 
increase.  More  than  a hundred  of  the 
houses  involved  are  owned  and  operated 
by  Crescent  Amusement  Co.  of  Nashville. 


Tony  Sudekuni,  president  of  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  has  announced  plans  for 
immediate  construction  of  a $60,000  house 
in  the  Woodbine  suburban  area  of  Nash- 
ville. The  theatre  will  seat  about  850  and 
will  be  ready  to  open  about  May  1.  A new 
suburban  house,  the  Belle  Meade,  is  now 
under  construction. 


The  demand  for  Simday  shows  in  Ten- 
nessee has  greatly  increased  during  the 
past  two  years.  The  law  legalizing  them 
in  a city  requires  a four-fifths  majority  of 
the  council  or  commission.  A bill  just 
introduced  in  the  state  legislature  changes 
this  law  to  make  it  require  only  a major- 
ity vote.  This  law  is  expected  to  pass  and 
would  legalize  films  in  probably  a score 
or  more  Tennessee  cities  at  once. 

Nashville  is  having  Bank  Night  troubles 
and  some  predict  the  game  may  be  aban- 
doned if  further  trouble  develops.  Belmont 
Theatre  recently  became  involved  over  the 
payment  of  a $1,050  prize  check.  Now  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Theatre,  Manager  Lee  Castle- 
berry, and  the  owners.  Crescent  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  have  been  sued  for  a $975  prize, 
which  a patron  claims  to  have  drawn. 
Owners  of  both  theatres  will  be  put  to  the 
expense  of  fighting  these  suits  in  chancery 
court. 


The  Capitol  Theatre,  Clarksville,  is 
staging  a contest  for  the  “average  theatre- 
goer.” Prizes  are  offered  for  naming  the 
eight  best  pictures  played  during  February, 
March,  and  April.  Entry  blanks  are  fur- 
nished and  contestants  name  their  selec- 
tions. Monthly  prizes  will  be  given  for 
correct  selections  of  four  weekly  pictures. 

The  Liberty  Theatre,  Lindsay  and  Ninth 
street,  Chattanooga,  is  being  remodeled  at 
the  expense  of  the  city.  Widening  of  Ninth 
street  requires  a setback  in  all  buildings, 
among  them  the  Liberty,  for  several  blocks. 

The  Princess  Theatre,  Harriman,  was 
one  of  several  buildings  destroyed  in  the 
business  district  fire  last  week.  Manager 
L.  W.  Bevel  places  the  theatre’s  loss  at 
$60,000  and  states  that  it  will  be  rebuilt 
at  once.  Weekly  tickets  used  in  the  Bank 
Night  drawings  were  destroyed,  but  the 
register  was  saved  and  new  tickets  will  be 
substituted. 


Sunday  Shows  for  Charity 
Win  in  Eastman,  Ga, 

Eastman,  Ga. — By  a vote  of  443  for  and 
327  against,  Sunday  shows  for  charity 
won  by  a majority  of  116  votes  on  a strav/ 
ballot  on  the  much  mooted  question. 

As  a result  of  the  straw  vote,  held  un- 
der a gentleman’s  agreement  between  City 
Manager  Rozar,  Sheriff  J.  C.  Lewis  and 
the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Sun- 
day shows  will  continue  to  be  operated  for 
charity  by  the  Jaycees. 


Griffin  Fight  for  Sunday 
Shows  Not  Humorless 

Griffin,  Ga. — This  community’s  bitter 
controversy  over  Sunday  shows  took  a 
humorous  turn  when  A.  Nally,  operator 
of  a projection  machine  at  a local  house, 
suggested  that  “barber  shops,  beauty  par- 
lors and  pool  rooms  remain  open  in  Grif- 
fin on  the  Sabbath  to  keep  Griffin  resi- 
dents from  going  to  Atlanta  for  Sunday 
amusements. 

The  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
sponsoring  a straw  vote  on  the  question. 
Ministerial  opposition  to  the  Sunday  shows 
is  rather  terrific. 


Transfer  Dave  Garvin 

Spartanburg,  S.  C.^ — Dave  Garvin,  as- 
sistant manager  of  the  Carolina  Theatre 
here  for  several  months,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  High  Point  as  manager  of  the 
Carolina  Theatre  there. 

Bill  Blackwell,  assistant  manager  of  the 
State  Theatre,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Carolina  as  assistant  manager. 


J^LLEN  JENKINS,  motion  picture  come- 
dian, and  his  wife  spent  several  days 
at  Pass  Christian,  Miss,,  with  occasional 
visits  to  local  exchanges  and  theatres  . . . 
Cliff  LaFrance,  treasurer  at  the  Liberty 
Theatre,  was  married  last  week  to  Cynthia 
Price  of  Centerville,  Miss.  Filmrow  wishes 
them  the  best. 

Irene  Schoenberger,  “Miss  New  Or- 
leans of  ’38,”  who  returned  from  Holly- 
wood after  a fling  at  films,  has  developed 
into  a “flesh”  artist.  She  is  now  with  the 
local  Theatre  Guild,  playing  a leading  part 
in  “Spring  Dances,”  Philip  Barrie  comedy. 

“Gunga  Din,”  the  RKO  sensation  at  the 
Orpheum  here,  is  making  them  line  up 
long  before  the  opening  hour  and  block- 
ing University  Place  traffic  till  late  in  the 
evening.  The  reason  given  is  “It’s  so  dif- 
ferent.” 

Rodney  Toups,  manager  of  Loew’s  State, 
marked  his  2Dth  anniversary  February  8. 
Toups  started  with  the  old  Loew’s  Cres- 
cent, the  site  of  which  today  is  a parking 
lot.  The  day  he  was  hired  by  Walter  Katt- 
inan,  then  manager  of  the  Crescent,  he 
was  told  it  was  only  a temporary  job. 

Col.  E.  A.  Schiller,  vice-president  of 
Loew’s,  dropped  into  town  February  6, 
incognito,  of  course,  and  took  a seat  in  the 
center  to  view  the  current  bill,  “Idiot’s 
Delight.”  He  enjoyed  it  immensely,  with 
Manager  Rodney  Toups  as  his  chaperon. 
The  film  is  doing  phenomenal  business  . . . 
Sally  Filers  is  expected  to  arrive  in  New 
Orleans  during  Mardi  Gras  week  to  enjoy 
the  fun. 


"Goodwill  is  the  disposition  of 
the  customer  to  return  to  the 
place  where  he  has  been  well 
served." 

— Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States 


GOODWILL 

In  the  wide  field  which 
we  cover  with  "Every- 
thing for  the  Theatre 
Except  Film"  good- 
will is  dearly  won  and 
highly  prized. 


This  institution  has  kept  faith  with  its  customers  by 
serving  quality  merchandise  proved  right  and  is 
enjoying  constant  growth  by  continued  goodwill. 


WIL-KIN 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church>  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


‘Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’‘ 
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JARRELL  RAY,  formerly  with  Fox 
houses  in  Coffeyville,  Kas.,  new  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Fix,  T.  B.  Noble 
jr.  theatre  here,  and  doing  nicely,  thank 
you  . . . T.  B.  Noble  jr.  and  Lester  Dent 
in  Colorado  going  about  ...  A good  promo- 
tion stunt  worth  using  elsewhere.  As  a 
good  many  of  us  know  the  popular  horror 
thriller  radio  program,  “Lights  Out,”  ap- 
pears every  Wednesday  night  at  11:30  p. 
m.,  CST,  over  the  NBC  network.  It  has 
been  long  established  and  has  a large 
audience.  A natural  spot  on  the  radio  to 
plug  the  film  cliiller,  “Son  of  Franken- 
stein.” Midwest  Theatre  did  it  here  with 
a special  .spot  announcement  immediately 
before  the  “Lights  Out”  program  on  WKY. 

Ralph  Talbot  of  Talbot  Theatres  at 
Tulsa,  has  been  reelected  co-chairman  of 
the  Tulsa  branch  of  the  southwestern  di- 
vision of  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  at  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  Tulsa  last  week  . . . Aztec  Theatre 
at  Enid  had  a niece  of  Jesse  James  on 
hand  for  an  interview  from  the  stage  and 
over  radio  station  KCRC  during  the  run  of 
the  20th-Fox  picture,  "Jesse  James.”  She 
is  Mrs.  Lawson  Race  of  nearby  Hunter, 
Okla.,  and  related  many  of  the  incidents 
concerning  her  uncle  which  had  never  be- 
fore been  brought  to  light. 

Death  came  last  week  to  Rev.  Glad- 
stone Kinkade,  assistant  pastor  at  Our 
Ladys  Cathedral,  Roman  Catholic  church 
in  Oklahoma  City.  As  a priest  he  may 
not  be  widely  known  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness hereabouts,  but  as  a former  organist 
at  the  Criterion  Theatre  here  in  the  early 
’20’s  he  is  indeed  well  known.  Kinkade 
then  had  a “study”  fitted  up  beneath  the 
Criterion  stage  where  he  kept  a desk, 
books  and  music.  In  the  early  morning 
hours  after  work  he  would  turn  from  the 
jazzy  ditties  to  the  stately  missals  of  the 
church.  In  1924  he  embraced  the  Catholic 
faith  and  in  1930  enrolled  in  the  North 
American  College  in  Rome.  He  was 
ordained  July  28,  1935  and  came  back  to 
Oklahoma  City,  Sept.  15,  1936. 

Oklahoma  City  and  Tulsa  have  been 
picked  by  Warner  Bros,  for  joint  world 
premieres  of  their  new  James  Cagney  pic- 
ture, "The  Oklahoma  Kid.”  Either  Cagney 
or  Humphrey  Bogart  of  the  film  will  ap- 
pear on  the  stage  at  the  same  time  . . . 
The  State  Theatre  has  secured  a neon  let- 
tered "Thank  You”  sign  for  its  boxoffice. 
Manager  Bob  Pfotenhauer  intends  to  wire 
it  to  his  ticket  machine  so  that  each  time 
the  machine  delivers  the  patron’s  ticket 
the  sign  will  flash  a "Thank  You”  from 
the  boxoffice  window. 

Red  Slocum  in  town  from  El  Reno  and 
up  to  his  old  tricks  of  trying  to  perplex 
everybody;  this  time  a Republic  salesman 
. . . Three  Oklahoma  boys  paraded  in 
staccato  steps  across  the  Criterion  The- 
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atre  during  appearance  of  the  St.  John’s 
Military  Academy  drill  team  there  . . . 
Word  comes  that  Pat  McGee,  former 
general  manager  of  Standard  Theatres, 
has  landed  as  manager  of  a top  house  in 
Boston;  on  the  Schine  outfit  we  under- 
stand ...  A special  screening  for  a 
select  group  of  “Vanishing  Lady”  (GB) 
and  “Beachcomber”  (Para)  resulted  in  a 
lot  of  raves  going  about;  pictures  prob- 
ably will  not  be  shown  here  though,  we 
understand. 

Dee  Fuller,  Circle  manager,  getting  set 
for  some  hot  50th  anniversary  celebration 
stunts;  the  city’s  50th,  not  the  theatre’s 
. . . K.  Lee  Williams  resting  after  strenu- 
ous jury  duty  . . . State  Theatre  making 
plans  for  a barber  shop  in  its  building 
soon;  lease  proposition  of  space,  of  course 
. . . Sam  Caporal  training  his  two  boys  to 
step  into  his  shoes.  Sam  has  two  theatres 
here,  Yale  and  Mayflower,  which  will  give 
each  of  the  lads  some  worries  of  his  own 
some  day  in  the  future. 

Lots  of  excited  talk  about  plans  for  a 
Variety  Club  here.  Your  correspondent 
was  told  about  it  some  weeks  ago,  but 
pledged  to  secrecy.  Since  being  told  he 
has  had  at  least  a dozen  individuals  in 
the  film  and  radio  business  tell  him  all 
about  the  secret  so  we  might  as  well  let 
the  rest  of  you  in  on  it,  too. 

Bert  Stern,  former  Standard  advertis- 
ing manager,  doing  very  nicely  as  im- 
presario of  concert  and  big-name  stage 
appearances  locally;  latest  were  Jose  Iturbi 
and  the  Lunts  in  two  plays,  one  "Idiot’s 
Delight.”  Night  of  afternoon  and  evening 
when  Bert  played  the  Lunt’s  stage  show 
to  capacity  audiences.  Standard  ran  a mid- 
idght  preview  of  the  Gable-Shearer  film 
epic,  "Idiot’s  Delight.” 

Our  skull  is  buzzing  from  the  loads  of 
rumors  collected  during  the  last  week; 
separating  the  true  from  the  false  is  the 
trick.  However,  elsewhere  in  this  issue  we 
present  a news  story  consolidating  a good- 
ly portion  of  them,  intermingled  with  con- 
siderable fact,  i.  e.  the  forthcoming  Stand- 
ard theatre  buying  pool  unknotting  . . . 
Aside  we  wish  to  say  to  those  that  will 
deny  and  rake  us  over  the  coals  for  print- 
ing same  . . . We’ll  betcha  . . . However, 
the  divorce  probably  won’t  occur  until  late 
summer,  as  we  understand  the  Standard 
contracts  expire  around  August  1 . . . But 
of  course  a contract  generally  ceases  to 
exist  when  both  parties  make  up  their 
minds  to  call  it  quits,  so  who  knows  when 
it  will  occur  . . . However,  one  can’t  boU 
a pot  of  soup  indefinitely;  sooner  or  later 
it  has  to  be  taken  off  the  fire — if  you 
get  what  we  mean. 

Pete  Crown  says  his  theatre  managers 
are  a lot  better  maiiagers  when  they  read 
every  word  that  appears  in  every  issue  of 
Boxoffice.  He  sees  to  it  that  they  get  the 
paper  each  week  and  read  it  from  cover 
to  cover.  Which  leaves  Pete  with  nothing 
much  to  worry  about  except  good  food  and 
booking  pictures;  he  insists  the  latter  gives 
him  the  most  worry,  but  we  often  wonder 
while  listening  to  his  discussions  of  good 
food. 


State  Theatre  at  Miami 
Wins  Best  Skit  Award 

Miami — The  plaque,  awarded  annually 
to  the  theatre  which  stages  the  best  skit 
at  the  annual  Credit  Union  party  of 
Wometco  employes,  was  won  this  year  by 
the  State  Theatre  for  a revue  which  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  vote  of  the  judges. 
Everyone  on  the  State  staff  of  this  Flag- 
ler street  house  which  opens,  to  quote 
Walter  Klements,  “ten  minutes  before 
breakfast  and  closes  at  1 a.  m.,”  ap- 
peared in  this  act,  doing  everything  from 
Flora  Dora  quartettes  to  adagio  dances. 
Charlie  Ozborn’s  porter  and  maid  were 
definite  show  stoppers  in  their  version  of 
the  latter! 

Stanley  Stern’s  cohorts  from  the  Miami 
theatre  took  second  honors  for  a southern 
drama,  “Before  Gone  With  the  Wind,”  in 
which  Assistant  Manager  Earl  Potter  won 
platters  of  plaudits  for  his  Kernel  Gig- 
glewatter. 

A burlesque  managers’  meeting,  the 
Plaza’s  offering  was  a natural. 

A business  session  of  the  credit  union 
preceded  the  skits.  Stanley  Stern  was 
re-elected  president;  Jack  Fink,  vice- 
president;  Larry  Jolinston,  treasurer;  Earl 
Potter,  clerk.  Stern,  Potter  and  Walter 
Klements  were  named  as  members  of  the 
board  of  directors. 


Two  Paramount  Theatres 
Report  Record  Runs 

Miami — Two  Paramount  houses  an- 
nounced the  breaking  of  existing  house 
attendance  records  during  the  past  week. 
When  “Idiot’s  Delight”  opened  at  the 
Sheridan  on  Miami  Beach  last  Sunday,  it 
played  to  an  audience  30  per  cent  larger 
than  has  attended  this  big  de  luxer 
(Paramount’s  first-run  house  in  the 
Greater  Miami  area)  on  any  day  since 
the  theatre’s  opening  in  January,  1937, 
Manager  George  C.  Hoover  reports. 

A similar  report  is  made  by  Rollin  K. 
Stonebrook  for  his  new  Paramount.  Last 
Sunday  was  also  his  all-time  high  in  at- 
tendance. 


Late  February  Opening 
For  Anderson  House 

Anderson,  S.  C. — Construction  work  has 
been  completed  on  the  new  State  Theatre, 
Jimmie  Cartledge,  manager,  announced 
and  opening  is  set  for  the  latter  part  of 
February. 

The  State  is  modern  throughout,  and 
equipped  with  a large  stage  for  roadshows. 


Hear  Clemmons  Quits 
Jefierson  Chain 

Dallas — Efforts  to  confirm  reports  of 
the  resignation  of  J.  C.  Clemmons  as 
president  of  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
and  the  election  of  Julius  Gordon,  son 
of  Sol  Gordon,  to  succeed  him  were  un- 
availing. A telegram  to  Beaumont, 
headquarters  of  the  circuit,  went  un- 
answered. 
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J|XPECTED  in  town  this  week  is  Joe 
Schenck  to  join  his  brother  Nicholas, 
v/ho  has  been  at  his  Collins  Ave.  home 
on  Miami  Beach  since  early  in  the  season 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  Balaban,  who 
came  in  on  Stanton  Griffis’  Northwind, 
are  living  on  board  the  big  yacht  which 
is  moored  in  the  yacht  basin  of  the  Fleet- 
wood  Hotel.  They  will  be  here  through 
February  . . . Also  newly  arrived  are 
Sonny  Werblin  and  his  wife,  Leah  Ray. 
This  Music  Corp.  of  America  executive 
and  his  wife  are  also  vacationing  on  the 
beach  at  the  Roney-Plaza  Hotel. 

Exploitation  men  with  three  of  their 
“heavy”  features  are  also  prominent  on 
the  local  scene.  Harold  Wenzler  this  week 
hooked  the  nudist  picture,  “Unashamed,” 
at  the  Parkway;  Samuel  Cummins  and 
his  perennial  “Ecstasy”  are  also  back, 
having  secured  an  engagement  at  the 
Surf;  while  Abe  Levison  of  Dixie  Amuse- 
ments does  not  seem  to  have  had  much 
luck  with  his  “White  Zombie.”  Ditto  for 
a Mr.  Aaronson,  who  is  attempting  to 
find  a local  taker  for  his  “Crime  Doesn’t 
Pay”  opus,  accompanied  by  a personal 
appearance  of  Dillinger’s  alleged  gun  moll. 

Attending  Hialeah  by  day  and  the  dog 
races  at  night,  A1  Homer,  advertising 
agent  for  the  Richmond  Theatre  in  the 
Bronx,  New  York,  is  also  keeping  an  eye 
on  the  beach  attractions  . . . Walter 
Wanger  was  expected  down  for  the  pre- 
miere of  “Stagecoach”  at  the  Lincoln, 
February  10. 

Burton  Clark  reminds  us  to  report  that 
he  has  a new  “speaking”  assignment.  He’s 
having  to  go  back  to  school,  literally,  for 
his  is  the  job  of  convincing  Parent- 
Teacher  associations  that  the  Friday  and 
Saturday  attractions  are  safe  seeing  for 
their  offspring. 

And  of  Jitterbug  contests  there  is  no 
end!  Most  recent  of  local  theatres  to 
schedule  such  contests  is  the  Cameo  where 
weekly  sessions  are  to  have  the  accompani- 
ment of  an  orchestra,  amusingly  named 
the  Jitter-jam  Boys.  In  addition  to 
weekly  prizes,  the  promise  of  a night  club 
engagement  is  made  to  the  winners  of  the 
runoff. 

The  souree  of  the  current  epidemic  of 
stage  shows  in  local  neighborhood  houses 
has  been  discovered — the  sources  rather, 
because  there  are  two  of  them.  They’re 
Burton  Clark,  beaming  busy  manager  of 
the  Rosetta,  and  his  long  time  friend. 
Mysterious  Mystini.  Every  year  when  he 
returns  to  Miami,  Mystini  puts  on  a per- 
formance for  one  of  the  Rosetta’s  Mickey 
Mousers’  Saturday  afternoon  parties.  And 
then  he  and  Clark  decided  to  try  some 
evening  appearances.  Grownups  went  for 
the  stunts  as  avidly  as  had  the  kiddies. 
The  result?  Mystini’s  doing  the  town  and 
vaudeville  is  finding  its  way  back  into 
many  houses,  small  and  large. 

Arriving  somewhat  later  than  he  usu- 
ally does  for  his  midwinter  vacation  here, 
William  C.  Smalley,  owner  of  some  20 
houses  in  upper  New  York  state,  with 
headquarters  at  Cooperstown,  will  re- 
main south  at  least  until  mid-March. 


Where  a Smile  Is 
Guaranteed 

Gainesville,  Tex. — The  managements 
of  the  State  and  Plaza  theatres  have 
notified  the  public  that  if  anyone  buy- 
ing a ticket  at  either  is  not  greeted 
with  a smile,  and  otherwise  cheerful- 
ly treated,  a free  ticket  will  be  given 
to  the  "offended"  party.  A cordial  wel- 
come for  all  patrons  has  been  made 
a real  part  of  the  policy  at  both  of 
these  houses. 


New  Type  of  Vaudeville 
Shows  for  the  Strand 

Miami — Two  new  weekly  features  are 
being  inaugurated  at  Miami’s  newest  com- 
munity theatre,  the  Strand.  Manager 
Floyd  Stubbefield  is  arranging  for  pre- 
sentation of  eight  acts  of  professional 
vaudeville  on  Friday  night  and  for  a local 
talent  variety  night  on  Wednesday. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the  Wednes- 
day night  shows  is  to  be  a “Jitterbug” 
contest  with  most  popular  couple  being 
picked  by  the  audience  on  successive 
Wednesdays  for  a competition  for  the  title 
of  King  and  Queen  of  the  “Jitterbugs.” 
The  Strand  is  presenting  an  engraved 
loving  cup  to  the  winners.  Cash  prizes 
also  will  be  awarded  each  week. 

These  feature  evenings  are  being  staged 
at  no  advance  in  the  regular  admission 
price. 


Cooking  Schools  by  the 
Edison  Theatre,  Miami 

Miami — With  the  cooperation  of  mer- 
chants, the  Edison  Theatre  here  is  con- 
ducting a series  of  three  cooking  schools, 
with  prizes,  donated  by  the  participating 
businessmen,  going  to  the  winners.  First 
of  the  series  was  held  February  6. 

This  is  the  first  of  several  promotions 
planned  by  the  Edison  management  to  re- 
place Bank  Night,  which  was  banned  from 
the  state  by  a recent  supreme  court  raling. 


All  Capitol  Employes  in 
Wometco  Credit  Union 

Miami — Newest  honor  for  the  Capitol 
Theatre  is  the  achievement  of  100  per 
cent  membership — including  extra  ushers 
— in  the  Wometco  Employes  Credit  Union. 

In  a contest  which  ran  six  months  and 
was  concluded  recently,  the  Plaza  and  the 
Rosetta  theatres  were  tied  for  top  honors, 
each  having  a 100  per  cent  membership  in 
the  union,  with  each  member  making 
regular  weekly  deposits  during  that  period. 


Nashville,  N.  C„  House 

Nashville,  N.  C. — Construction  is  under 
way  on  this  city’s  first  theatre.  It  will  be 
called  the  Pine,  seating  400.  A balcony 
for  Negro  patrons  will  seat  80.  Mrs. 
Mabel  C.  Kingsley  is  manager  of  the  new 
house.  April  1 is  scheduled  as  the  open- 
ing day. 


S A M T O W IE 

^ISITORS;  Richard  Arlen,  film  star, 
here  for  the  Texas  Open  . . . Guillermo 
Calderon,  Azteca  Films,  Mexico  City  . . . 
“Stout”  Jackson,  tentshowman  of  Kings- 
ville and  Robstown  . . . Ralph  Arnold, 
Poteet  Theatre,  Poteet,  Tex.  . . . Andres 
Aguirre,  Aguirre  Theatre,  Ozona,  Tex.  . . . 
Walter  McLintosh,  Paramount  traveling 
auditor  for  the  southern  district  . . . 
“Blondie”  Hubbard,  from  Pearsall;  Tommy 
Wales,  Cascade,  Boerne,  Tex.  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  Emmerman  <he  is  general 
manager  for  B&K  circuit,  Chicago),  here 
last  week  and  was  entertained  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnny  Floore  (J.  T.  is  skipper  of  the 
Texas  Theatre  here). 

New  house  maiiager  of  the  Uptown  The- 
atre here  is  Maurice  Cleaves,  from  the 
Eastivood,  Houston;  Russell  Rindy  goes  to 
the  Bayou  City  post  to  succeed  him  . . . 
The  Festival  of  Nations  in  the  Municipal 
Auditorium  featured  the  famous  dance 
team  of  Fernando  Ramos  and  Carla  Mon- 
tel,  from  Mexico  . . . The  Majestic  on 
Saturday  put  on  an  all-colored  “Jitterbug 
Jam  Session.” 

After  a record-breaking  week  at  the 
Majestic,  “Jesse  James”  was  switched  over 
to  the  Texas  for  an  extended  seven-day 
run  . . . Miss  Mary  Bassett,  the  canary 
with  Johnny  Fielder’s  stagehand,  getting 
mugged  in  the  local  dailies  since  she  re- 
cently “brought  back  alive”  a wild  hog 
which  she  caught  single-handed  while  on 
a hunting  expedition. 

Stanley  Wilkinson,  Texas  Theatre  usher, 
is  the  latest  local  boy  to  make  good  in  the 
sports  7Vorld.  Stan  has  signed  up  with  the 
Oklahoma  City  team  in  the  Texas  League 
. . . On  the  ailing  list  at  the  Texas:  Miss 
Madge  Doyle,  candy  saleslady,  sick  abed 
with  the  flu  . . . Manager  Russell  W.  Bar- 
ron of  the  Independent  Film  Exchange 
and  Supply  Co.  has  whipped  a bad  cold. 

Advance  ticket  sales  for  “Idiot’s  Delight” 
at  the  Texas  Theatre  is  reported  good  . . . 
Colleen  Moore  and  her  Doll  House  are 
scheduled  for  an  appearance  here  soon 
...  A Major  Bowes  unit  goes  into  the 
Majestic  soon  for  a week’s  stand. 


Palmetto  Theatres  Start 
Building  in  Columbia 

Columbia,  S.  C. — Work  on  the  Five 
Points  Theatre  has  begun.  The  building, 
one  story,  will  cost  about  $23,000.  It  is 
being  built  by  Palmetto  Theatres,  Inc., 
to  replace  the  Carolina,  which  was  closed 
January  1.  The  house  will  have  a balcony 
for  Negroes. 


A Double  Holiday 

Miami — The  Lincoln  thought  it  was  go- 
ing to  have  the  only  premiere  of  the  week, 
but  the  Austin  Moons  (he’s  manager  of 
the  two  houses  maintained  by  the  rival 
chain.  Paramount,  on  Lincoln  road;  the 
Colony  and  the  Community)  stole  a march 
on  Sonny  Shepherd,  beginning  the  week 
by  making  it  a double  holiday!  In  other 
words,  a son  and  heir  arrived  Sunday.  • 
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LEE  WILLIAMS  Theatre  Enterprises, 
Oklahoma  City,  has  bought  the  Dixie 
Theatre  equipment  and  building  at  Dierks 
from  H.  C.  Wiley,  who  operated  the  thea- 
tre several  years.  Williams  will  remodel 
and  reopen  about  March  1.  Gerry  Doig 
will  manage. 

Ralph  C.  Lehman  jr.,  manager  of  the 
New,  Nashville,  is  visiting  his  parents  in 
Little  Rock  . . . Another  Little  Rock  vis- 
itor was  Mrs.  John  Harkey  jr.  of  Ozark 
Amusement  Co.,  Hardy. 

The  Malco  Tlieatre  Corp.  plans  to  open 
the  Riddell  at  Clarksville.  Tlve  Malco 
group  also  operates  the  Strand  there  . . . 
W.  E.  “Ed”  Murphy  is  now  managing 
DeQueen  theatres  for  K.  Lee  Williams. 
Murphy  hails  from  Oklahoma  and  was 
with  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  for  six  years. 
The  Grand  in  DeQueen.  when  it  reopens 
February  18,  will  be  named  the  Queen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Morrow,  Malvern, 
visitors  in  Harrison  . . . D.  E.  Fitton,  Har- 
rison theatre  man,  confined  to  his  home 
the  past  few  weeks  because  of  illness,  is 
reported  improving. 

Bob  Burns  is  now  an  honorary  director 
of  the  Arkansas  Automobile  Club.  A fram- 
ed certificate  of  Burns’  appointment,  mem- 
bership card  and  a gold  emblem  for  his 
automobile  will  be  sent  to  Hollywood. 

K.  H.  Kinney  has  closed  the  Hays  at 
Hardy  and  will  soon  open  a theatre  at 
Hughes  . . . Harrigan  Wirthsmith.  Repub- 
lic, and  Kitty  Sharp,  Little  Rock,  recently 
won  first  place  in  a “Jitterbug”  contest 
at  Rainbow  Garden.  Little  Rock. 

More  Little  Rock  visitors:  Nat  Wyse, 
20th  Centm'y-Fox,  Memphis;  W.  R.  Lee, 
Gem,  Heber  Springs;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G. 
Sterling,  Wright,  Gurdon. 


Turns  to  Culture 


Dallas — Here’s  one  from  Jimmie  Lovell’s 
column  not  lacking  from  the  chuckle 
angle : 

“Interstate  Theatres  decided  Tues- 
day to  re-set  the  playing  date  for 
‘Moonlight  Sonata.’  The  picture  star- 
ring Paderewski  was  scheduled  to 
open  Saturday  at  the  Tower.  Tuesday 
it  was  announced  it  will  open  February 
24  at  the  Melba.  ‘Moonlight  Sonata’  is 
being  sold  by  Steve  Brody,  whose 
principal  prior  experience  has  been 
with  fight  pictures.  With  Joe  Louis 
crushing  all  opponents  in  the  first 
round  there  is  no  percentage  in  mak- 
ing or  selling  pictures  of  such  fights. 
Mr.  Brody  has  turned  to  art  and  cul- 
ture. ‘Dis  culture  is  positively  terrific,’ 
reports  Mr.  Brody.  ‘And  I predict  a 
fine  future  for  this  Paderewski.  He’s 
very  good  wit’  either  hand’.” 


Sends  for  Customers 

Butler,  Ga.  — A novel  business-getting 
idea  is  being  successfully  operated  by  Dr. 
L.  R.  Dean,  owner  of  the  Dean  Theatre. 

Dr.  Dean  purchased  a 38-passenger  bus, 
which  runs  between  Butler  and  nearby 
Reynolds.  Show  tickets  are  purchased 
from  the  driver — which  entitles  the  buyer 
to  free  transportation  on  the  bus. 


"Stay  Out  of  the  South" 


New  Bern,  N.  C. — Not  exactly  popular 
here,  the  Movie  Quiz  evoked  from  T.  B. 
Kehoe  jr.,  manager  of  the  Show  Shop 
Theatre,  the  following  poetical  backhanded 
tribute : 

THE  QUITTER 

A farmer’s  boy  came  into  town, 

His  Christian  name  was  Riz; 

He  sauntered  to  a picture  show, 

To  enter  Movie  Quiz. 

He  witnessed  every  contest  “pic,” 

That  he  could  go  to  see; 

And  answered  every  questionnaire, 

The  same  as  you  and  me. 

Tlien  after  thirty  shows  or  so, 

Complete  in  every  detail; 

He  rushed  his  booklet  to  New  York, 

By  good  old  U.  S.  Air  Mail. 

So  back  onto  his  farmland, 

This  country  lad  did  go; 

Resolved  to  never  put  his  foot, 

Inside  a picture  show. 

His  reason  is  quite  simple, 

For  being  so  puckered  mouth; 

Because  this  simple  country  lad, 

Hails  from  the  dear  old  South. 

The  South  with  all  it’s  glory, 

Receives  much  adulation; 

But  contest  prizes  are  taboo, 

Because  of  population. 

This  country  boy  is  not  so  dumb. 

In  fact,  he’s  rather  wise; 

He  knows  darn  well  no  Southerner, 

Can  win  a big  Grand  Prize. 

This  is  a cold  true  story. 

The  contest  w’as  not  fine; 

So  please  keep  all  the  rest  above 
Our  Mason-Dixon  Line. 

"Moveovers"  Make 
A Gain  in  0.  C. 

Oklahoma  City — This  former  “one- 
week”  town  is  rapidly  becoming  a profit- 
able spot  for  two  and  three-week  runs, 
following  a successful  test  of  ace  pictures 
by  Standard  Theatres. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.  began  the  extended  run 
policy  several  months  ago  at  his  State 
Tl-ieatre. 

Dinty  Moore,  Standard  manager,  now 
has  converted  two  of  his  best  neighbor- 
hood houses  into  moveovers  and  is  find- 
ing the  policy  profitable.  Pictures  now 
opening  at  the  Criterion  and  Midwest  and 
playing  better  than  125  per  cent  at  the 
boxoffice,  are  being  given  second  and  third 
week  runs  at  the  Tower  and  Plaza. 


Students  Want  Films, 
Not  Orations 

Atlanta — What?  No  commencement 
speeches?  That's  correct — no  com- 
mencement speeches.  Instead,  a mo- 
tion picture! 

This  sharp  departure  from  tradition 
will  be  taken  at  Murphy  Junior  High 
School  when  the  graduating  class  of 
52  will  present  a screen  version  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  novel,  'The  Lady  of  the 
Lake.'' 

The  production  was  started  last  Oc- 
tober and  finished  a few  weeks  ago. 
It  is  entirely  a student  production. 


^ISITORS  on  the  Row  included  George 

Hughes,  Albemarle;  Jim  Reynolds, 
Shelby;  G.  L.  Paw,  Biscoe;  E.  E.  Wade, 
Belmont;  B.  B.  Horton,  Concord;  Mrs.  L. 
D.  Eaves,  Union,  S.  C. 

A charter  has  been  granted  to  a com- 
pany in  Greensboro  engaging  in  general 
theatre  supply  business  with  $50,000  au- 
thorized capital  and  $300  stock  subscribed 
by  C.  K.  Williams,  E.  M.  Stanley  and  A.  O. 
Smith,  all  of  Greensboro. 


Quick-Thinking  Theatre 
Staff  Averts  a Panic 

Ft.  Worth — Danger  of  a panic  was  side- 
tracked by  steady-nerved  attendants  when 
a small  blaze  was  discovered  under  a row 
of  balcony  seats  in  the  Majestic  Theatre. 

L.  W.  Hicks,  chief  of  service,  ordered 
projectionists  to  keep  showing  the  film 
and  Doorman  Gene  Camp  to  the  stage 
for  an  announcement.  Camp  did  not  men- 
tion “fire”  but  told  the  audience  the 
smoke  was  caused  by  a smoldering  stack 
of  papers.  He  added  that  money  would 
be  refunded  to  all  those  who  passed  out 
orderly. 

Marydene  Mahoney  at  the  ticket  window 
said  she  refunded  only  two  balcony  tick- 
ets. Ushers  saw  no  one  leave  the  lower 
floor.  Almost  as  soon  as  the  Majestic 
fire  was  over,  firemen  were  called  to  the 
Palace,  where  Manager  H.  J.  Gould  found 
unaccounted  for  gas  fumes  in  his  office. 
'Tlie  popcorn  machine  was  found  backed 
against  the  intake  fan  on  the  ventilating 
system  and  was  discharging  gas  into  the 
theatre.  The  audience  was  not  aware  that 
firemen  were  in  the  house. 


So  That's  Why? 


Miami — “A  stage  production  can’t  begin 
to  rival  Hollywood  as  far  as  money  spent 
goes,  because  the  movies  have  a potential 
audience  of  millions;  but  the  theatre  can 
be,  and  is,  more  intelligent.  That’s  why 
Broadway  musicals  have  more  than  girls 
and  music — they  have  a point  to  make 
and  they  make  it.” 

And  the  speaker  knows  whereof  he 
speaks  when  he  talks  about  “making 
points.”  He  is  Lorenz  Hart,  librettist  to 
Dick  Rogers  music  for  such  current  Broad- 
way shows  as  “Boys  From  Syracuse”  and 
“I  Married  an  Angel.” 

“Stage  plays  are  getting  better  and  bet- 
ter because  of  the  competition  the  movies 
provide,”  he  adds. 

“But  movies,  are  censored  to  a point 
where  they  are  made  for  an  eight-year- 
old  mind.  A lot  of  things  can  be  express- 
ed in  a play  to  an  adult  mind  that  cannot 
be  expressed  in  a movie. 

“Both  in  the  movies  and  on  the  radio 
villains  are  stripped  of  credulity.  And,” 
tossed  Hart  as  a parting  shot  before  he 
returned  to  the  business  of  sunning  him- 
self and  recuperating  from  a recent  ill- 
ness, “Hollywood  actors  pose  before  a 
camera.  They  don’t  act.  They’re  auto- 
matons of  the  director.” 
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Grierson  Silent  on  Praise  for  Hollywood  Stand 

Production  Plans  Springs  From  Trade  Story 


Montreal — Silent  as  to  the  results  he 
had  achieved  in  his  two-month  stay  in 
the  Dominion,  John  Grierson,  British 
documentary  film  expert,  is  returning  to 
England,  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

Grierson  has  been  advising  the  depart- 
ment of  trade  and  commerce  in  Ottawa 
regarding  the  formulation  of  a new  film 
policy,  aimed  at  producing  films  of  Cana- 
dian life  and  serving  to  publicize  the 
Dominion.  Realization  of  his  proposals 
may  mean  the  organization  of  a national 
film  board. 


Newsreels  Seek  Vantage 
Points  for  Procession 

Ottawa — Already  newsreel  companies 
are  bidding  for  points  of  vantage  to  cover 
ceremonials  in  connection  with  the  of- 
ficial visit  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Eng- 
land in  the  Canadian  capital  next  May. 

The  flat  roof  of  a store  building  at  34 
Elgin  St.  from  which  is  afforded  a com- 
manding view  of  the  National  War  Me- 
morial in  Connaught  Square,  Ottawa, 
which  is  to  be  unveiled  by  His  Majesty 
the  King  on  May  20,  has  been  the  object 
of  special  attention.  Already  offers  rang- 
ing from  $2,500  to  $3,000  have  been  re- 
ceived for  a one-day  rental  of  this  roof, 
according  to  the  owner  of  the  building, 
and  it  has  been  intimated  three  cameras 
will  be  stationed  at  this  point.  Negotia- 
tions are  under  way  for  the  hiring  of  other 
buildings  for  a similar  purpose  along  the 
route  of  the  Royal  Procession  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Ottawa  are  beginning  to  feel  that 
they  will  have  something  akin  to  a Corona- 
tion at  their  very  doors. 

Many  of  the  structures  adjacent  to  the 
square  are  dominion  government  buildings 
and  the  pick  of  these  will  be  used  by 
cameramen  of  the  Canadian  Motion  Pic- 
ture Bureau.  Not  one  theatre  is  exactly 
on  the  route  to  be  followed  from  Rideau 
Hall,  the  official  residence  of  the  Mon- 
archs,  to  the  Square  unless  the  course  is 
changed  to  Rideau  St.  in  which  event  the 
parade  will  pass  the  Rideau  Theatre,  a 
unit  of  the  Associated  chain,  the  marquee 
of  which  would  provide  excellent  accom- 
modation for  a camera  crew. 


Toronto  IT  A Looking  at 
Sites  for  Quarters 

Toronto— -A  special  committee  of  the 
Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  is  making  a 
survey  of  available  properties  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Dundas  and  Victoria  Sts.,  for  use 
as  the  new  headquarters  of  the  organiza- 
tion, the  premises  at  21  Dundas  Square 
having  become  too  crowded. 

The  committee  consists  of  President 
Harry  Firestone,  Gus  Solway  of  the  Ave- 
nue, Paramount  and  Bloordale  theatres 
and  Thomas  Walton  of  the  Rio  Theatre, 
the  last  named  being  the  treasurer  of  the 
association. 


Winnipeg — Drawing  inspiration  from  a 
story  published  in  Boxoffice  on  the  draft- 
ing of  the  “Declaration  of  Economic  In- 
dependence’’ that  seeks  economic  and  po- 
litical divorce  of  the  United  States  from 
Germany,  Ben  Lepkin,  local  correspondent 
for  this  publication,  featured  the  following 
article  on  the  entertainment  page  of  the 
Winnipeg  Tribune  under  the  title  of  “Film 
Moguls  Drop  Policy  of  Isolation:” 

“A  noteworthy  event  that  took  place 
recently  which  did  not  get  the  attention 
it  deserved  was  ‘The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence,’ drawn  up  and  signed  by  a num- 
ber of  Hollywood  notables.  As  reported  in 
Boxoffice,  the  declaration,  after  denounc- 
ing the  Hitler  government  in  scathing 
terms,  went  on  to  say:  ‘We  have  waited 
patiently  for  conscience  to  check  oppres- 
sion, only  to  see  oppression  turn  into  bru- 
tality. We  have  tried  reason  but  reason 
meets  with  ridicule  and  protest  evokes 
more  persecution.  As  defenders  of  liberty 
we  can  no  longer  appeal  or  temporize. 
Once  more  we  must  act  swiftly  and  coura- 
geously to  preserve  democracy  and  to  pre- 
vent its  being  supplanted  by  despotism. 

“Therefore,  we  the  undersigned,  re- 
spectfully petition  the  President  and  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  make  such  executive  orders,  adopt  such 
legislative  measures  and  alter  such  exist- 
ing legislation  and  laws  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  the  end  that  all  economic  con- 
nections between  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  Germany  be  totally  severed, 
until  such  time  as  Germany  is  willing  to 
re-enter  the  family  of  nations  in  accord- 
ance with  the  humane  principle  of  in- 
ternational law  and  universal  freedom.” 

“Appeasement  to  End.?” 

“The  signatures  of  the  declaration  read 
like  a Who’s  Who  of  the  movie  world, 
including  actors,  writers  and  technicians, 
producers  and  film  magnates. 

“While  the  declaration  could  serve  as  a 
lasting  model  of  outspoken  condemnation, 
its  significance  goes  farther  than  that.  It 
may  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the 
Hollywood  policy  of  appeasement. 

“Hollywood  has  been  largely  responsible 
for  fostering  the  view  that  the  industry — 
actors,  writers  and  producers — lived  in  the 
Never  Never  land  of  Cloud  Cuckoodom.  It 
had  no  contact  with  reality  and  reality 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  For  a long 
time  it  kept  that  theory  alive. 

“When  some  enterprising  soul  announced 
he  was  about  to  do  some  film  which  would 
step  on  the  toes  of  some  nation,  a well- 
directed  blast  from  the  power  in  question 
was  enough  to  put  a halt  to  the  proceed- 
ings. A lot  of  noise  was  made  about  the 
proposed  filming  of  IT  CAN’T  HAPPEN 
HERE,  Sinclair  Lewis’  warning  about  fas- 
cism in  the  United  States,  and  THE 
FORTY  DAYS  OP  MUSA  DAGH,  telling 
how  a handful  of  Armenians  kept  the 
Turks  at  bay.  As  soon  as  Italy,  Germany 
and  Turkey  protested,  the  idea  of  making 
these  films  was  hastily  shelved. 

“As  far  as  Hollywood  was  concerned, 
certain  major  problems  which  had  been 
bothering  the  rest  of  the  world  did  not 


exist  at  all.  What  was  true  of  the  inter- 
national sphere  was  equally  true  of  the 
situation  at  home.  The  result  has  been, 
to  a great  extent,  films  of  the  kind  about 
which  the  late  Percy  Hammond  said:  ‘I 
walked  in  to  see  a picture  a full-grown 
adult  and  came  out  sucking  my  thumb.’ 

“But  all  along,  a number  of  Hollywood 
people  chafed  at  the  bit,  yet  there  was 
nothing  they  could  do  about  it.  They  were 
too  few  and  their  power  was  small.  The 
new  move  is  significant  because  some  of 
the  men  at  the  head  of  the  industry  are 
behind  it. 

“There  is  nothing  surprising  about 
Protestants,  Catholics  and  Jews  fighting 
oppression.  They  have  been  the  ones  who 
got  hurt.  It  is  to  be  expected,  too,  that 
liberals  of  every  variety  would  join  the 
fight.  But  this  latest  move  from  the  film 
capitol  is  a heartening  surprise.  It  would 
indicate  that  Hollywood  has  smashed  the 
illusion  it  created  for  itself,  and  renounces 
its  theoretic  isolation. 

“Nobody  would  deny  that  the  movies  are 
a potent  force  in  modern  life.  To  have 
them  arrayed  against  fascism  should  mean 
a great  deal.  With  the  determination  to 
be  dictated  to  no  longer  by  foreign  pow- 
ers comes  the  announcement  of  forth- 
coming productions  which  will  deal  in  real- 
istic terms  with  the  world  we  live  in.  Such 
an  attitude  should  have  repercussions  in 
the  appraisal  of  the  content  of  life  at 
home  and  is  likely  to  result  in  a raising 
of  film  standards.” 


Anti-Nazi  Action 
Stirs  Real  Interest 

Winnipeg — The  “progress  and  effect”  of 
the  Declaration  of  Economic  Independ- 
ence “will  be  watched  with  interest  on  this 
side  of  the  49th  parallel,”  says  the  Winni- 
peg Free  Press  in  commenting  on  the 
Declaration  as  proposed  by  Hollywood 
executives  and  stars.  The  paper  con- 
tinues: 

“The  other  day  in  Los  Angeles  the 
German  film  actress  Leni  Riefenstahl, 
supposed  to  be  close  to  Hitler,  made  the 
remark  that  although  the  United  States 
won  the  1936  Olympics  in  Berlin  the 
American  public  is  not  seeing  the  pictures 
of  this  event  because  the  Hollywood  ‘mo- 
tion picture  industry  is  controlled  both 
in  production  and  distribution,  by  men 
who  are  opposed  to  Germany’s  political 
activities.’ 

“The  allusion  to  such  opposition  is  a 
slight  understatement  in  several  ways. 
More  than  the  men  behind  the  motion 
picture  industry  are  opposed  to  Ger- 
many’s ‘political’  activities:  most  of  the 
major  and  minor  Hollywood  stars  are 
equally  opposed.  In  fact,  they  have  gone 
so  far,  reports  Hollywood  Now,  as  to  start 
a petition,  a new  ‘Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence.’ 

“Hollywood  Now  prints  a facsimile  of 
this  petition,  the  wording  of  which  is  in- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Nazi  Interference 
Stirs  Resentment 

Sarnia,  Ont. — A strong  protest  against 
the  protest  of  German  representatives  on 
the  Canadian  playdates  of  “Professor 
Mamlock,”  Amkino  film  depicting  the 
Nazi  persecution  of  the  Jews,  is  regis- 
tered by  the  Sarnia  Observer  as  follows: 

“German  government  representatives 
in  Canada  are  following  a course  that  is 
going  to  make  them  decidedly  unpopular 
in  this  land.  They  are  insisting  on  in- 
terfering with  affairs  that  are  the  exclu- 
sive concern  of  Canadians,  in  a manner 
that  would  not  be  tolerated  in  Germany, 
if  Canadians  happened  to  be  the  offenders, 

“It  would  be  a prison  offence  in  Ger- 
many for  a Canadian  to  take  pictures  of 
a Nazi  military  display,  but  an  acting 
consul  of  the  German  government  had  no 
hesitation  in  praising,  in  a broadcast  from 
Montreal,  the  wonderful  achievements  of 
Hitler,  at  a time  when  Canadians  are  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  any  adulation  for  the 
German  theory  of  government. 

“The  German  consul-general  at  Ottawa 
makes  a strong  protest  to  the  Canadian 
government  against  the  showing  at  Winni- 
peg, next  month,  of  a moving  picture 
which  depicts  Nazi  persecution  of  the 
Jews.  The  German  consul-general.  Dr. 
E.  Windels,  asserts  that  the  film  does  not 
represent  conditions  as  they  are  in  Ger- 
many and  that  it  is  an  English  version  of 
a Russian  picture  entitled  ‘Professor  Mam- 
lock,’ produced  by  the  Communists  in  Rus- 
sia ‘to  stir  up  bad  feelings  against  Ger- 
many.’ 

“At  the  Christmas  season,  a German 
government  representative  at  Winnipeg 
assailed  the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
of  St.  Boniface,  in  letters  to  the  news- 
papers, because  the  prelate  had  referred 
to  orders  issued  by  the  Nazi  Party  that 
Christmas  celebrations  in  Germany  must 
be  divested  of  their  Christian  affiliations 
and  observed  in  the  spirit  of  the  old  Pagan 
adoration  of  the  winter  festival.  The 
German  vice-consul  asserted  that  there 
had  been  no  such  order  in  Germany  and 
he  was  quite  abusive  in  his  references  to 
the  archbishop,  who  produced  the  reports 
of  the  Associated  Press  and  the  United 
Press  to  support  his  statement. 

“Reference  has  been  made  before  to  the 
effrontery  of  European  aliens  in  this 
country,  which  appears  to  be  too  benevo- 
lent toward  those  who  feel  that  they  can 
come  here  and  impose  their  distasteful 
ideologies  on  us  right  in  our  own  baili- 
wick. Let  a Canadian  try  that  kind  of 


A Cold  Worries 
Shawn  More 

Winnipeg — H.  B.  Shawn,  manager  of 
the  Times  Theatre  here,  is  more  wor- 
ried about  a cold  than  the  anonymous 
sender  of  a letter  who  threatens  to 
“get  him"  if  he  goes  ahead  with  plans 
to  show  “Professor  Mamlock"  here. 

Shawn,  of  course,  will  go  ahead  and 
with  added  effort,  he  says. 


business  in  Germany.  He  would  be  chucked 
into  a frowsy  prison  before  he  could  turn 
around. 

“The  time  seems  long  overdue  for  the 
toleration  of  the  kind  of  alien  insolence 
that  is  displayed  by  these  German  repre- 
sentatives who  ought  to  have  it  brought 
home  to  them  that  Canadians  have  no  ap- 
petite for  the  German  idea  of  civiliza- 
tion.” 


Winnipeg  Paper  Praises 
Moderate  "Mamlock"  Tone 

Winnipeg — Commenting  editorially  on 
“Professor  Mamlock,”  the  Winnipeg  Free 
Press  utters  words  of  praise  for  the  mod- 
erate tone  of  the  film  and  finds  in  it  a 
special  application  of  significant  interest 
to  Canadians,  it  believes.  Captioned  “That 
Nazi  Film,”  the  editorial  says: 

“The  amount  of  discussion  that  Toronto 
and  Winnipeg  have  given  to  the  so-called 
expose  of  Nazism  in  the  film  ‘Professor 
Mamlock’  leads  one  to  suspect  all  sorts 
of  things  about  it.  Most  of  these  ex- 
pectations are  rudely  shattered  by  a view 
of  the  production. 

“Considering  the  fact  that  it  is  the  work 
of  Soviet  artists  and  a Soviet  director, 
there  is  unusual  restraint  in  the  depic- 
tion of  the  undercover  organization  and 
agitation  of  the  pre-Nazi  activities  follow- 
ing the  burning  of  the  Reichstag.  These 
latter  activities  center  on  the  experiences 
of  a Jewish  Professor  of  Surgery,  Pro- 
fessor Mamlock,  who  suffers  almost  in- 
credibly at  the  hands  of  Nazi  officials. 

“Both  these  aspects  of  the  film,  and 
particularly  the  latter,  could  easily  have 
gone  over  the  borderline  of  possibility,  if 
not  probability.  The  fact  that  they  do 
not  is  a point  in  the  film’s  favor. 

“Beyond  that,  however,  are  one  or  two 
things  that  deserve  attention.  One  is  that 
consciously  or  unconsciously  the  director 
shows  how  the  Nazi  leadership  has  used 
the  inherent  German  qualities  of  gre- 
gariousness, love  of  organization,  instinc- 
tive delight  in  demonstrations,  and  tem- 
peramental compatibility  with  bureaucracy 
to  shrewdly  further  Nazi  aims. 

“There  then  appear  to  be  several  lessons 
for  the  Canadian  in  the  film:  first,  there 
is  the  approximation  it  give  of  how  Naz- 
ism goes  about  its  rigid  centralization  of 
power;  second,  there  is  a report  of  Naz- 
ism in  action;  third,  there  is  the  revela- 
tion that  Canadian  qualities  are  utterly 
foreign  to  the  methods  of  Nazism  (which 
means  that  Nazism  could  never  succeed 
in  this  country) . And  that  latter  is  a 
comforting  thought.” 

Clergyman  Records 
Warfare  in  Spain 

Ottawa — ^After  two  months  in  National- 
ist Spain,  Rev.  Father  G.  Sauve  returned 
here  with  a sound  film  record  of  the  civil 
war  which,  under  the  title  of  “Spain  in 
Arms,”  was  presented  before  a large  at- 
tendance in  the  parish  hall  of  St.  Pat- 
rick’s Church  Sunday  evening,  with  Father 
Sauve  delivering  a lecture  in  which  he 
claimed  Spain  had  been  influenced  by 
Russian  agitators  and  propaganda  before 
Italian  and  German  troops  entered  the 
country  to  aid  the  insurgents. 

Scenes  included  in  the  film  were  taken 
by  cameramen  on  both  the  Nationalist 
and  Republican  sides  of  the  battle  lines. 


Anti-Nazi  Action 
Is  Commended 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

teresting,  as  well  as  the  first-appended 
signatures.  After  listing  the  far-too-well- 
known  activities  of  Nazi  thugdom,  the 
declaration  asks  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  ‘make  such  executive 
orders,  adopt  such  legislative  measures 
and  alter  such  existing  laws  as  may  be 
necessary  to  the  end  that  all  economic  con- 
nections between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Germany  be  totally  severed, 
until  such  time  as  Germany  is  willing  to 
re-enter  the  family  of  nations  in  accord- 
ance with  humane  principles  of  interna- 
tional law  and  universal  freedom.’ 

“This  is  pretty  strong,  if  diplomatic, 
language.  And  it  is  the  language  of  peo- 
ple like  Joan  Crawford,  Myma  Loy,  Paul 
Muni,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Roland  Young, 
Alice  Faye,  Joan  Bennett,  Jack  Warner, 
Henry  Fonda,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  James 
Cagney,  and  literally  scores  of  other 
prominent  actors  and  actresses  whose 
names  lead  the  declarations’  signatures. 
More  than  20,000,000  American  citizens 
are  expected  to  sign  this  petition  before  it 
is  forwarded  to  President  Roosevelt.  Its 
progress  and  effect  will  be  watched  with 
interest  on  this  side  of  the  49th  parallel.” 

Associated  Theatres  in 
Managerial  Shuffle 

Toronto  — A shuffle  has  taken  place 
among  various  managers  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Theatres  group  in  Ontario. 

Thomas  McKnight,  previously  manager 
at  the  Toronto  Bayview  who  had  been 
transferred  to  the  Granada  at  St.  Thomas, 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Patricia 
at  London.  Thomas  Mascaro,  formerly 
of  the  Royal  Theatre,  North  Bay,  has  been 
promoted  to  manager  of  the  Granada  at 
Hamilton  while  Fred  Thompson,  for  some 
years  assistant  to  the  manager  at  the 
Patricia,  London,  has  been  promoted  to 
be  manager  at  the  Granada  in  St. 
Thomas. 

Supervisor  D.  Main  of  Toronto  spent 
several  days  in  Hamilton  for  the  takeover. 

Fourth  in  Ottawa  Film 
Series  Is  Presented 

Ottawa — ^The  fourth  of  the  series  of 
Saturday  morning  film  shows  for  the  win- 
ter season  in  the  haU  of  the  National 
Museum,  Ottawa,  Dr.  Hugh  S.  Bostock,  an 
official  of  the  department  of  mines,  pre- 
sented a program  of  pictures  dealing  with 
the  Yukon  Tenitory  which  were  supplied 
by  the  Wholesome  Films  Service,  Inc.,  Bos- 
ton; Harvard  University,  National  Geo- 
graphical Society,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
the  Geological  Survey  of  Canada. 


England's  1938  Favorites 

Hollywood — Spencer  'Tracy  and  Mar- 
garet Sullavan,  Metro  stars  both,  were 
England’s  1938  film  favorites,  according 
to  a newspaper  survey. 
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Bureau  Evaluates 
Canadian  Houses 

Montreal  — The  estimated  value  of 
Canadian  theatres,  in  1937,  is  placed  by 
the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  at 
slightly  over  $67,500,000.  No  attempt  ivas 
made  to  determine  the  original  investment 
or  capital  expenditure,  as  the  age  of  some 
theatres  and  the  number  of  times  they 
have  changed  hands  makes  such  figures 
almost  impossible  to  obtain.  Out  of  the 
total  of  $67,500,000  for  all  property,  about 
$15,000,000  was  allotted  to  land  occupied 
by  theatre  buildings  and  public  halls  used 
as  theatres,  $39,500,000  to  the  buildings 
proper,  and  $13,000,000  to  projection,  stage 
and  lighting  equipment  and  fixtures.  The 
average  value  per  theatre  in  Canada  is 
$64,506.  Ontario,  with  the  largest  num- 
ber of  theatres,  reported  a property  value 
of  $29,549,100,  or  an  average  of  $84,667 
per  theatre.  Quebec,  with  the  second 
largest  number  of  theatres,  reported  a 
total  value  of  $15,735,400,  or  an  average 
of  $94,791  per  theatre.  This  average  drops 
to  $68,047  in  British  Columbia,  $43,604  in 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  $33,640  in  the 
Prairie  provinces,  where  many  small  the- 
atres are  in  operation. 

Receipts  Continue  Rise 

Motion  picture  receipts  continued  their 
upward  trend  in  1937  along  with  an  in- 
creased number  of  theatres  and  a steadily 
increasing  attendance.  Receipts  for  the 
year  1937  came  within  16  per  cent  of  the 
1930  figure  and  were  26  per  cent  above 
the  low  point  reached  in  1933.  Gains  of 
from  four  to  ten  per  cent  over  1936  were 
recorded  in  all  provinces  except  Sas- 
katchewan, which  showed  a decline  of  one 
per  cent. 

Principal  statistics  for  selected  cities 
show  upward  trends  in  both  receipts  and 
admissions  for  most  of  the  large  centers. 
Declines  were  shown  in  St.  John,  St. 
Thomas,  Saskatoon  and  Edmonton  over 
the  previous  year.  Average  price  of  ad- 
mission is  lowest  in  St.  John  at  19.1  cents 
and  highest  in  Sudbury  at  28.3.  New 
Brunswick  has  the  lowest  average  price  of 
admission  for  any  province  at  21.9  cents 
with  Manitoba  second  at  22.7  followed  by 
Quebec  at  22.8;  Nova  Scotia,  21.1;  British 
Columbia,  23.6;  Ontario,  25.2;  Saskatche- 
wan, 25.5;  Alberta,  26.0.  Prince  Edward 
Island  stands  highest  with  an  average  of 
27.9  cents.  Receipts  increased  for  the 
year  by  a slightly  greater  percentage  than 
the  admissions,  reflecting  a slight  increase 
in  the  general  average  price  of  theatre 
admissions. 


Skill  Is  Needed 

Montreal — Increasing  use  of  educational 
films  in  modern  high  schools  demands 
more  and  more  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher  to  use  the  machine  effectively, 
D.  S.  McMuIlan,  president  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Ass’n  of  Protestant  Teachers,  and 
principal  of  Commissioners  High  School, 
Quebec,  told  the  St.  Francis  Valley 
Teachers’  Ass’n  convening  in  Danville, 
Quebec,  high  school. 


They  Stand  as  in 
The  Past 

Ottawa  — According  to  building 
records,  there  are  still  16  iilm  theatres 
in  Canada  erected  prior  to  1910  which 
have  not  been  remodeled.  Forty  oth- 
ers constructed  before  1910  have  been 
modernized. 

Construction  statistics  reveal  210  the- 
atres were  built  in  the  period  from  1910 
to  1914  and,  of  this  total,  76  have  not 
been  remodeled  while  85  of  the  180 
theatres  erected  between  1915  to  1919 
are  in  the  same  class.  Figures  for  more 
recent  years  reveal  that  172  theatres 
were  built  in  1920-1924;  183  in  the  years 
1925-1929,  then  a drop  occurs  to  a total 
of  84  theatres  which  were  constructed 
in  the  depression  years  of  1930  to  1933, 
while  162  theatres  were  opened  for  the 
first  time  in  the  years  1934  to  1937  in- 
clusive. 


Reject  Restrictions  on 
Building  of  Theatres 

Toronto — The  Toronto  board  of  con- 
trol has  rejected  the  recommendation  of 
the  civic  property  committee  for  the  en- 
actment of  a by-law  prohibiting  the  erec- 
tion of  a theatre  within  200  feet  of  a 
church  or  place  of  worship,  as  permitted 
under  the  Theatres  and  Cinematographs 
Act  of  the  provincial  government.  The 
committee  gave  consideration  to  the  re- 
striction because  of  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  neighborhood  houses  throughout 
the  city  but  the  controllers  would  have 
none  of  it. 

“Why  should  we  restrict  the  use  of  some 
man’s  property  because  a church  or  place 
of  worship  is  close  by?”  Mayor  R.  C. 
Day  objected.  “The  city  owns  property 
near  a church  and  if  the  city  wishes  to 
sell  it  for  theatre  purposes  it  could  not 
be  so  used.” 

It  was  also  pointed  out  the  city  was 
calling  upon  theatre  owners  to  provide 
private  parking  places  for  the  automo- 
biles of  patrons  in  order  to  keep  the  streets 
clear. 

The  section  of  the  Act  reads  as  follows: 
“The  council  of  a municipal  corporation 
may  pass  by-laws  prohibiting  the  erection 
of  any  theatre  within  200  feet  of  a church 
or  place  of  worship.”  This  rule  became 
effective,  by  proclamation,  on  January  9 


Itinerant  Exhibitors 
Report  in  Canada 

Montreal — Moveable  projection  equip- 
ment is  not  permissible  in  some  Cana- 
dian provinces,  although  Prince  Edward 
Island,  the  western  provinces  still  issue 
licenses  to  operators  who  cover  many  of 
the  smaller  towns  and  villages.  Thirty- 
nine  of  these  operators  reported  for  1937, 
giving  their  total  receipts,  total  paid  ad- 
missions and  the  number  of  shows  held 
or  the  number  of  playing  dates.  Very  few 
operate  regularly  throughout  the  year.  A 
comparison  with  1936  follows: 

Itinerant  operators:  193G  1937 

Number  reporting  44  39 

Total  receipts  $132,800  $ 78,300 

Number  of  admissions 502,653  408,813 

Total  number  days  played 5,325 


Statistics  Bureau 
Surveys  Building 

Montreal — Many  of  the  one-time  opera 
houses  and  auditoriums  in  smaller  Cana- 
dian centers  have  been  converted  into  mo- 
tion picture  houses,  and,  along  with  many 
of  the  largest  urban  theatres,  made  up  a 
total  of  446  theatres  in  Canada  that  were 
constructed  before  1920  and  are  still  in 
use,  reports  the  Dominion  bureau  of  sta- 
tistics. The  total  value  of  these  early 
houses  reaches  over  $29,000,000  and  over 
46  per  cent  of  the  1937  receipts  were  taken 
in  at  these  places.  One  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  of  these  theatres  have  never 
received  any  extensive  alterations.  The 
installation  of  sound  equipment  which 
took  place  in  theatres  during  the  late 
20’s  was  not  considered  as  an  alteration 
or  remodeling  of  the  theatres.  Construc- 
tion of  theatres  increased  rapidly  from 
1920  to  1930,  when  a total  of  355  houses 
were  opened.  Thirty-three  and  nine  tenths 
per  cent  of  the  theatres  now  in  operation 
being  built  in  these  ten  years.  The  period 
from  1930  to  1933  brought  a decline  in  mo- 
tion picture  receipts  and  naturally  a con- 
sequent falling  off  in  new  construction. 
While  receipts  rose  again  in  1934  and  1935, 
construction  remained  backward  until 
confidence  in  the  future  was  once  more 
restored.  In  1936  and  1937,  109  new  the- 
atres were  placed  in  operation,  having  a 
total  value  of  $4,260,200.  The  trend  in 
recent  construction  seems  to  favor  the 
smaller  “neighborhood’  theatres  as  evi- 
denced by  the  average  value  of  $40,675  for 
those  constructed  in  1937,  as  compared 
with  over  $65,000  for  those  built  prior  to 
1920,  $96,708  for  those  in  1920  to  1924 
and  $64,754  for  those  in  the  prosperous 
years  of  1925  to  1929. 

Quebec  with  166  theatres  having  a total 
value  of  $15,735,400  leads  in  average  value 
at  $94,791  per  theatre.  Ontario’s  349  the- 
atres average  $84,667  each.  In  both  cases, 
the  more  expensive  theatres  were  con- 
structed between  1920  and  1924. 

Besides  the  construction  of  41  new  the- 
atres in  1936,  96  of  the  older  houses  were 
remodeled  and  brought  up  to  date.  In 
1937,  68  new  ones  were  constructed  and  118 
remodeled,  80  of  which  were  constructed 
before  1925. 

Out  of  959  theatres  in  operation  during 
1936,  32  were  closed  in  1937.  By  provinces, 
14  were  closed  in  Saskatchewan,  five  in 
British  Columbia,  four  in  Alberta,  three 
in  Quebec,  two  each  in  Manitoba  and  Nova 
Scotia,  and  one  in  Ontario.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  theatres,  having  a total  value 
of  $3,423,300  were  either  newly  built  or  re- 
modeled and  reopened. 


English  Sub-Titles  for 
Russian  Film  Shorts 

Toronto — Soviet  short  subjects  for  fu- 
ture release  in  the  dominion  are  to  be 
dubbed  with  English  sub-titles  in  order 
to  obtain  wider  distribution,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  L.  Clavir,  manager  of  Cosmo- 
politan Films,  Ltd.,  who  has  been  negotiat- 
ing for  the  added  titles. 
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Vancouver's  Newest — 

A7i  interior  view  of  the  new  Bay  Theatre.  Vanco7iver  neighborhood  unit. 
The  house  was  designed  by  Caplan  & Sprachman,  Toronto  arehitects. 


Vancouver — The  Bay,  the  city’s  newest 
theatre,  while  essentially  a neighborhood 
house,  is  within  walking  distance  of  the 
downtown  theatres,  therefore  must  face 
competition  with  them. 

It  is  compact  and  attractive,  with  seats 
for  770  and  nothing  has  been  spared  to 
make  it  pleasing  to  the  eye  as  well  as  to 
the  ear.  Designed  by  Caplan  and  Sprach- 
man, Toronto  architects,  in  association 
with  the  Dominion  Construction  Co.  of 
Vancouver,  the  building  contains  several 
stoi-es  and  offices,  as  well  as  the  theatre, 
and  with  its  solid  concrete  walls  has  an 
appearance  of  grace  and  permanence. 

The  lighting,  with  Neon  fluorescent 
tubes,  concealed  in  troughs  in  the  ceiling 
panels,  is  something  new  here,  and  the 
multiple  colors  permits  various  harmonious 

Campaign  Slogan 
Is  Holding  On 

Toronto — The  slogan  of  the  recent  quiz 
campaign  of  the  film  industry  is  some- 
thing of  value  that  has  survived  for 
permanent  use,  the  declaration  “Motion 
Pictures  Are  Your  Best  Entertainment” 
being  in  evidence  in  various  ways  through- 
out Ontario. 

At  the  Oriole  Theatre,  here.  Manager 
Dave  Gordon  has  a portion  of  the  large 
marquee  permanently  painted  with  the 
campaign  slogan  and  this  is  also  em- 
blazoned in  the  lobbies  of  various  local 
theatres. 

The  Free  Press  at  London,  Ont.,  has 
adopted  the  slogan  as  a permanent  head- 
ing across  the  top  of  the  Saturday  amuse- 
ment page  while  the  street  cars  in  Ottawa 
are  using  it  on  display  cards. 


combinations  as  well  as  bright  clearance 
lights. 

Another  innovation  is  the  acoustic  treat- 
ment by  means  of  heavy  black  tapestry 
covering  the  walls  from  the  decorated 
dado,  to  within  two  feet  of  the  ceiling. 
There  was  some  fear  that  this  treatment 
would  prove  too  deadening,  but  it  was  un- 
founded, as  the  sound  is  all  that  could  be 
wished. 

A blower  with  a capacity  of  5,000  c.  f.  m. 
drives  the  air  out  through  decorative 
panels  in  the  proscenium  walls,  well  above 
the  floor,  and  it  is  exhausted  in  the  rear, 
above,  and  below,  the  balcony,  to  be 
either  returned  to  the  plant  back  of  the 
stage,  or  outside.  The  projection  room  is 
compact  and  convenient  and  is  equipped 
with  Simplex  projectors. 

"Pygmalion"  Premiere 
Promises  to  Be  Gay 

Toronto — For  the  first  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  Loew’s  Theatre,  here,  the  Cana- 
dian premiere  of  a picture  is  to  be  given 
all  the  color  of  a gala  occasion  with  the 
formal  first  presentation  of  George  Ber- 
nard Shaw’s  “Pygmalion”  on  Wednesday 
evening,  February  15,  with  all  seats  in 
the  theatre  reserved  for  the  one  perform- 
ance. 

The  feature  will  continue  its  regular 
engagements  on  a continuous  basis  the  fol- 
lowing day,  according  to  the  plans  by 
Manager  Jules  Bernstein  and  Assistant 
Manager  S.  Gosnell. 


An  Educational  Force 

Montreal — C.  R.  Harnett  of  Associated 
Screen  News,  giving  an  illustrated  lecture 
at  the  university  in  Lennoxville,  Que.,  on 
the  educational  value  of  motion  pictures, 
expressed  the  belief  such  films  would  ulti- 
mately be  used  extensively  and  beneficial- 
ly in  classrooms. 


p A.  BICKLEY  has  taken  over  The  Oli- 
ver Theatre  at  Oliver,  B.  C.,  and  is  busy 
arranging  bookings,  as  well  as  consider- 
ing some  improvements. 

Warner  Bros.  Vancouver  office  is  now 
second  m the  Sears  Drive,  which  has  until 
April  15  to  run.  Babe  Corval,  the  dis- 
trict 7nanager,  modestly  attributes  it  to  the 
high  class  of  films  he  has  had,  hut  has 
his  staff  keyed  up  to  a determination  to 
keep  this  place  to  the  very  end. 

Paul  Harmon  came  down  from  Squamish 
with  a tale  of  three  feet  of  snow,  fol- 
lowed by  three  days  of  rain,  which  put 
everything  awash.  In  his  breezy  way,  Paul 
says  he  is  undecided  as  to  whether  he 
had  not  better  park  a lifeboat  in  the 
lobby  and  supply  each  one  of  the  audience 
with  a life-belt. 

“The  Beachcomber at  the  Strand,  has 
brokeii  all  records  for  attendance  since 
Famous  Players  took  that  theatre  over. 
It  is  now  hi  its  second  week. 

Students  of  French,  and  the  French  col- 
ony here,  are  anxiously  awaiting  notice  of 
the  appearance  of  “Grand  Illusion,”  Pax 
Films,  which  received  such  a favorable 
reception  in  New  York. 

David  Griesdorf  seems  loth  to  leave  Van- 
couver’s balmy  climate  for  the  rigors  of 
Manitoba  . . . Willis  Dewees  laconically 
attributes  the  low  attendance  in  individ- 
ual theatres  to  overseating.  When  one 
realises  that  from  10  to  12  per  cent  of 
Vancouver’s  population  can  be  seated  at 
once,  there  appears  to  be  some  logic  to 
what  he  says. 

Tom  Shields  jr.,  son  of  Tom  Shields, 
Olympia  Theatre,  has  taken  over  the 
Brown  Derby  Tea  Room  which  he  is  run- 
ning in  addition  to  acting  as  projectionist 
in  his  father’s  theatre. 

As  an  added  attraction,  Amy  Scriven 
recently  put  on  a puppet  show  at  the 
Stanley  Theatre,  and  it  was  so  well  re- 
ceived that,  in  response  to  many  requests, 
she  has  signed  it  up  for  a return  engage- 
ment. It  is  also  booked  for  the  Olympia. 

Bob  McEwan  of  the  Star  Theatre  is  an 
enthusiastic  golfer  with  a daily  record  of 
eighteen  holes,  rain  or  shine. 

W.  P.  Nichols,  Royal  Theatre,  has  added 
vaudeville  to  his  programs,  so  entering  into 
competition  with  the  Beacon  in  catering  to 
audiences  in  that  part  of  the  city. 

Joe  Archer,  formerly  manager  of  Em- 
pire-Universal Films,  has  resigned,  and 
the  office  has  been  taken  over  by  Frank 
Vaughan  who  came  on  from  Winnipeg. 

The  mother  of  Harold  Warren,  Capitol 
Theatre,  Port  Alberni,  inet  with  an  acci- 
dent which  resulted  in  a broken  ankle. 
She  is  slowly  recovering. 

Norman  Duncan,  Strand  Theatre,  was  a 
prize  winner  in  the  exploitation  contest  in 
connection  with  “Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy.” 
Another  winner  was  Ernie  Lackey,  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol,  Kamloops,  B.  C. 


Hungarian  to  GN 

Hollywood — Steven  Szekley,  Hungarian 
director,  has  signed  a term  contract  at 
Grand  National. 
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"Talkies"  25  Years 
Old  in  Dominion 

Ottawa — This  is  the  25th  anniversary 
of  the  first  exhibition  of  synchronized  mo- 
tion pictures  in  the  dominion,  according 
to  the  records  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment. In  February  1914,  according  to  his- 
tory, the  old  Russell  Theatre  in  Ottawa 
was  used  for  a demonstration  of  Thomas 
A.  Edison’s  Kinetophone  “with  new  pic- 
tures that  talked,  laughed  and  sang,”  it 
was  announced.  The  sound  accompani- 
ment was  secured  through  the  utilization 
of  a separate  phonograph. 

The  kinetophone  outfit  was  distinct  to 
the  kinetoscope,  a previous  Edison  inven- 
tion, which  was  exhibited  for  the  first 
time  in  Canada  at  Ottawa  by  the  Holland 
brothers,  residents  of  the  Canadian  capi- 
tal, in  1894,  the  Hollands  receiving  a per- 
sonal letter  of  congratulations  from  Edi- 
son for  the  introduction  of  his  machine  in 
Canada. 

According  to  government  records,  the 
fu'st  projection  of  moving  pictures  on  a 
large  screen  took  place  in  Canada  in  1895 
when  a cinematograph  evolved  by  Lumiere 
brothers  in  France  was  imported  and 
shown  in  Toronto.  This  was  similar  to  the 
vitascope,  based  on  the  principle  of  the 
modern  projector,  which  was  demon- 
strated in  New  York  by  Thomas  Armat. 

In  1896,  John  Griffin,  popularly  de- 
scribed as  “the  father  of  motion  picture 
theatres  in  Canada,”  opened  the  first 
regular  Canadian  moving  picture  theatre 
on  Yonge  St.  in  Toronto.  Shortly  after- 
ward, L.  E.  Ouimet,  representing  Pathe 
interests,  opened  a similar  theatre  in  Mon- 
treal and  Ouimet,  still  living  in  Montreal, 
was  responsible  for  the  establishment  of 
the  first  film  exchange  in  the  dominion 
when  he  sought  a method  of  disposing  of 
his  stock  of  one-reel  prints  which  he  had 
accumulated  for  showing  in  his  theatre, 
the  pictures  then  being  sold  outright  to 
other  early  exhibitors. 

Pictures  were  shown  of  the  Corbett- 
Fitzsimmons  fight  in  1896;  Queen  Vic- 
toria’s jubilee  procession  in  1897  and  the 
departure  of  the  Canadian  contingent  for 
South  Africa  in  1900.  Interest  in  this 
type  of  picture  began  to  die  out  as  the 
novelty  wore  off  and  it  was  not  until  1904 
that  nickelodeons  began  to  spring  up  all 
over  Canada  after  the  development  of  the 
narrative  or  story  type  of  films  in  1903 
by  Edwin  S.  Porter,  an  Edison  cameraman, 
it  is  officially  recorded  by  the  government. 


'Dawn  Patrol'  Campaign 
In  Winnipeg  by  Bishop 

Winnipeg — Harold  Bishop,  manager  of 
the  Capitol  Theatre  here,  held  a screen- 
ing of  “Dawn  Patrol”  for  members  of 
local  aviation  clubs  as  exploitation  for  the 
Warner  Bros,  picture. 

Bishop  also  distributed  10,000  heralds 
publicizing  the  picture,  using  Liberty 
magazine  as  the  medium.  Spot  radio  tie- 
ups  were  arranged  and  a special  Satur- 
day matinee  was  held  for  children. 


QUGGESTED  sign  to  be  placed  on  Mon- 
treal’s city  hall  for  the  benefit  of  visit- 
ing film  stars:  “Beware  of  the  Mayor” 

. . . The  allusion,  of  course,  is  to  Mayor 
Houde’s  refusal  to  receive  Gaby  Morlay 
and  Gertrude  Lawrence,  or  other  stage 
and  motion  picture  artists,  and  to  his 
reference  to  “abuses”  which  resulted  from 
previous  receptions  given  by  his  predeces- 
sors in  office.  The  nature  of  these 
“abuses”  has  not  been  made  known  and 
is  giving  rise  to  much  discussion  and 
speculation.  The  Mayor,  of  course,  can- 
not refuse  to  receive  Their  Majesties  on 
their  forthcoming  visit  to  Canada.  But, 
suppose  it  were  the  other  way  round? 

Jean  Sablon,  French  film  and  radio 
star,  is  making  a farewell  apearance  at 
the  Tic-Toe,  singing  classical  ballads  and 
crooning  lullabys  and  love  songs  much  in 
the  manner  of  Bing  Crosby.  Encores  aver- 
age seven  a night.  Sablon  is  going  to  Paris 
where  he  has  been  signed  for  two  films. 

Two  United  Amusement  theatres,  the 
York  and  Westmount,  combined  to  take 
big  newspaper  space  in  presenting  Vivien 
Leigh  in  “Storm  in  a Teacup.”  The  ad- 
vertisement emphasized  that  Miss  Leigh 
“has  been  chosen  for  the  coveted  role  of 
Scarlett  O’Hara  in  the  Selznick  picture, 
‘Gone  With  the  Wind’.”  In  both  theatres 
hundreds  of  new  faces  were  observed  by 
the  respective  managers,  Gordon  Dano  and 
Phil  Godel. 

Big  neiospaper  space  also  was  taken  in 
English-language  newspapers  to  an- 
nounce the  presentation  at  the  Papineau,  a 
United  theatre  in  the  French  quarter, 
managed  by  Emile  Savard,  of  the  French 
version  of  “Mayerling,”  with  English 
titles. 

Many  years  ago,  N.  T.  Granlund  was  a 
publicity  man  at  Loew’s  Theatre  in  Mon- 
treal. That’s  why  he  consented  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  present  manager,  Phil  Mau- 
rice, to  bring  his  stage  show,  “N.  T.  G. 
in  Person  and  His  Glamour  Girls  of  1939,” 
direct  from  New  York’s  night  life  to 
Montreal. 

The  part  educational  films  may  play  in 
school  curricula,  particularly  in  regard  to 
history  and  other  humanistic  subjects, 
ivill  be  demonstrated  throughout  Canada 
during  the  next  two  months  by  Aiden 
Crawley,  B.  A.  ^Oxon.),  ivriter  and  sports- 
man, who  will  be  the  guest  of  the  National 
Council  of  Education  for  Canada.  His  first 
film  shown  in  Montreal  was  entitled  “From 
Abraham  to  Allenby.” 

Richard  Tauber,  European  tenor  and 
star  in  a number  of  musical  films,  will 
give  a recital  at  His  Majesty’s  Theatre, 
February  14  ...  A number  of  medical 
films  prepared  by  ASN  were  shown  to  the 
Association  of  Registered  Nurses  of  Que- 
bec at  their  annual  meeting  . . . Dublin’s 
famous  Abbey  Theatre  closed  for  a week 
in  tribute  to  the  late  William  Butler 
Yeats,  poet  and  playwright. 

Trudi  Schoop,  outstanding  star  of  the 
comic  ballet,  and  her  company  of  25  were 
snowbound  when  traveling  from  Boston  to 
Montreal  by  bus,  and  had  to  get  out  in  the 
blizzard  and  help  shovel  snow  . . . Sir 


Henry  Irving’s  famous  drama,  “The 
Lyons  Mail,”  reappears  as  a French  film 
at  the  Cinema  de  Paris  titled  “Courrier  de 
Lyons.” 

John  Costis  of  the  Palace,  Granby,  has 
sold  his  theatre  to  J.  Robert,  who  already 
owns  and  operates  the  Cartier  in  the  same 
city  . . . Filmrow  visitors:  R.  Chalykoff  of 
the  Princess,  Val  d’Or,  and  Madame  D. 
Brisson  of  the  Cinema  de  Berthierville, 
Berthier,  Que. 

Jack  Holt,  the  film  star,  has  a double 
in  Montreal  named  Jack  Holt,  a gasoline 
station  attendant  who  has  just  won  Mon- 
treal Standard’s  Movie  Doubles  prize  for 
his  close  resemblance  to  the  star  . . . Ex- 
Premier  Bennett,  sailing  to  England  to  re- 
side, dreiv  the  line  at  being  filmed  eating 
breakfast  aboard  ship.  “Can  you  blame 
me?”  he  asked  the  cameramen. 

F.  Johnson,  vice-president  of  the  Bell 
Telephone  Co.  of  Canada,  has  been  elected 
a director  of  the  Northern  Electric  Co., 
filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  L.  B.  McFarlane  . . . The  French 
Consulate  announces  Grace  Moore  has 
been  awarded  the  Cross  of  Knight  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor  by  France,  in  recog- 
nition of  her  services  to  French  art.  She 
made  her  operatic  debut  at  the  Opera 
Comique  in  Paris  and  has  frequently  sung 
for  French  charities. 

Gertrude  Lawrence,  appearing  m Mon- 
treal in  “Susan  and  God,”  previewed  the 
film  version  of  “The  Mikado”  on  her  Cana- 
dian visit  . . . Just  across  the  border  from 
Montreal,  at  Claremont,  N.  H.,  a prisoner 
in  the  local  jail  wrote  Judge  Albert  D. 
Leahy:  “You  will  favor  me  very  much  if 
you  will  kindly  give  me  permission  to  come 
to  Claremont  so  I can  attend  the  movies 
once  in  a while.  Hoping  this  will  meet  with 
your  approval,  I thank  you.”  The  judge 
was  unmoved. 

“Boys  Town”  brought  gratifying  busi- 
ness to  the  Regent,  a United  Amusement 
house  in  the  north  end  of  the  city,  which 
has  become  a favorite  neighborhood  house 
under  the  management  of  F.  Dimitri  . . . 
Deanna  Durbin  is  probably  Montreal’s 
favorite  actress.  Her  pictures,  “That  Cer- 
tain Age”  and  “100  Men  and  a Girl,”  ran 
simultaneously  at  the  Snowdon  and  Ver- 
dun Palace,  respectively. 


Import  to  Columbia 

Hollywood  — Rose  Stradner,  brought 
over  from  Europe  by  Louis  B.  Mayer,  after 
a short  stay  at  Metro,  has  signed  a term 
contract  at  Columbia.  Her  first  assign- 
ment is  “Blind  Alley,”  with  Chester  Mor- 
ris. 


J.  M.  RICE  & CO. 

Canada  Baildingr  — Winnipei: 
Distributors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTEB 
Sound  Heads  — AmpUfiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

The  GOLDEN  VOICE  of  the  SILVER  SCREEN 
All  Other  Theatre  and  Projection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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JNFLUENZA  struck  a hard  blow  at  at- 
tendance in  Saint  John  and  other 
Maritime  points  last  week,  the  extent  of 
the  epidemic  being  reflected  both  in  box- 
office  receipts  and  the  branch  office 
staffs.  Even  some  of  the  top-ranking  films 
failed  to  draw  normal-sized  audiences. 
Along  Pilmrow  the  depleted  staffs  worked 
gamely  to  keep  things  going  at  usual  pace. 
Among  the  many  ill  with  colds  or  ’flu  at 
various  times  were  C.  S.  Chaplin,  UA  man- 
ager; J.  Lieberman,  Maritime  Film  part- 
ner, and  Miss  Rose  Bloom,  Miss  Jennie 
Kashetsky;  Miss  Nancy  MacDonald,  Em- 
pire-Universal; Miss  C.  M.  Robinson,  Miss 
R.  V.  Shanks,  Harold  Sterling,  Vitagraph; 
Miss  E.  Crowley,  RKO;  “Nick”  Vassis  of 
the  Halifax  and  Saint  John  Empires;  P.  J. 
Hogan,  Paramount  manager,  and  A.  E. 
Smith,  Regal  manager  . . . Word  from 
several  Maritime  towns  indicates  that  the 
epidemic  has  been  affecting  grosses  in 
some  places  for  as  long  as  three  or  four 
weeks. 

Friends  in  Saint  John,  his  old  home 
town,  were  interested  to  learn  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Don  Gunn,  Walt  Disney  artist,  to 
Helen  Mary  Karp,  sister  of  two  more  Dis- 
ney  artists,  in  Hollywood  . . . Going  south 
for  a vacation  visit  after  his  recent  illness, 
J.  M.  Franklin  of  the  Franklin  & Her- 
schorn  circuit  left  Saint  John  recently.  At 
New  York  the  Franklins  expected  to  he 
joined  by  their  daughter,  Mrs.  James 
Foster. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  V.  McLaughlin  of  the 
Opera  House,  Newcastle,  N.  B.,  visited 
Pilmrow,  Saint  John  . . . Others  expected 
this  week  included  Fred  Gregor  of  the 
Majestic,  New  Waterford,  N.  S.,  and  N. 
W.  Mason  of  the  Roseland  and  Academy, 
New  Glasgow,  N.  S.  . . . Report  has  it  that 
Reardon  & Walsh,  who  were  on  the  Row 
the  other  day,  will  take  over  management 
of  the  Black’s  Harbor  house  owned  by 
Connors  Bros.,  which  in  the  past  has  been 
looked  after  by  the  Sprague  brothers. 


LADY  TWEEDSMUIR,  wife  of  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Canada,  bestowed 
vice-regal  patronage  on  the  Rideau  The- 
atre, Ottawa,  by  attending  a performance 
of  “Boys  Town”  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
Her  Excellency  being  attended  by  Mrs.  S. 
Redfem,  Lady  in  Waiting. 

Don  Stapleton,  manager  of  the  Centre 
Theatre,  made  a trip  to  the  film  exchanges 
at  Toronto  when  he  booked  various  fea- 
tures starting  with  “Smashing  the  Spy 
Ring”  and  “The  Last  Mile”  for  which  he 
put  on  extensive  newspaper  campaign. 

“Topper  Takes  a Trip”  was  held  over 
for  a second  week  by  Manager  J.  J.  Paul 
at  the  Elgin  Theatre  where  it  played  as  a 
single  feature  . . . Vaudeville  has  become 
a regular  attraction  at  the  Laurier  The- 
atre, the  most  recent  unit  booked  by  Donat 
Paquin  being  “Showboat  Revue”  which 
played  twice  daily  for  one  week. 

L.  J . Gauthier,  assistant  to  Manager  J. 
Nelson  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  at  North 
Bay,  has  been  transferred  to  Sudbury 


Lieutenant-Goverjior  MacLaren  of  New 
Brunswick  says  that  the  London  Repertory 
Company  cast,  discussing  their  tour  with 
him  as  patron  of  the  Saint  John  plays, 
paid  a warm  tribute  to  the  capital  of  that 
city  for  its  spotless  accommodations,  and 
to  Maritimers  as  a whole  for  their  hos- 
pitality . . . But  Capitol  Manager  W.  H. 
Golding  finds  receipts  do  not  warrant 
bringing  more  stage  casts  to  Saint  John. 

M.  S.  Bernstein  of  Maritime,  C.  S.  Chap- 
lin and  George  Heiber  of  UA  and  “Bill” 
Guss  of  Regal  were  members  of  a com- 
mittee representing  the  Saint  John  He- 
brew community  who  met  a boat  train 
coming  through  from  Halifax  and  gave 
lunches  to  a party  of  about  50  German 
refugees  who  are  en  route  to  Sydney,  Aus- 
tralia, to  establish  new  homes. 

Theatremen  are  watching  the  action 
being  taken  by  the  Saint  John  Common 
Council  to  clamp  down  on  illegal  opera- 
tion of  Bingo  games.  They  are  permitted 
only  when  run  for  charitable  purposes,  but 
some  of  the  biggest  games  are  alleged  to 
have  been  operated  by  promoters  who  give 
the  charities  only  a minor  split. 

R.  G.  March,  20th-Fox  branch  manager 
at  Saint  John,  has  been  taking  an  active 
part  in  efforts  to  interest  the  citizens  in 
establishing  children’s  playgrovmds,  civic 
support  for  which  has  been  insufficient 
. . . Alfred  Myers  has  returned  to  Mon- 
treal after  working  with  the  Saint  John 
Regal  office  for  several  weeks  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  W.  O.  Penety — he’s  owner  of 
the  Fredericton  Gaiety  and  Capitol — have 
left  for  their  annual  winter  visit  to 
Florida. 

Visitmg  her  parents  in  Pictou,  N.  S.,  re- 
cently was  Mrs.  Audrey  Heartz  MacGregor, 
singer,  who  was  accompanied  by  Miss 
Dulcie  Ayidree  deLandotthe,  R.  N.,  a 
writer  of  Hollywood. 


where  he  has  become  assistant  manager  to 
S.  R.  Scott  at  the  Sudbury  Capitol. 

The  Dominion  Bridge  Co.,  Ottawa,  has 
been  av/arded  the  contract  for  the  steel 
work  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  New 
Theatre  at  Brockville  which  was  practically 
destroyed  by  fire  more  than  a year  ago. 

The  Legion  of  Decency  has  approved 
“Professor  Mamlock,”  Russian  film  depict- 
ing the  persecution  of  Jews  in  Germany, 
under  the  classification  of  “unobjection- 
able.” 

Theatre  fans  had  a choice  of  no  less 
than  six  French-language  features  at  local 
theatres  simultaneously,  as  follows:  Cartier 
Theatre — “Marthe  Richard”  and  Titin  des 
Martigues;”  Laurier — “Paix  sur  le  Rhin” 
and  “Qautre  Heures  du  Matin;”  Rideau — 
“Maman  Colibri”  and  “Famille  Nom- 
breuse.” 

William  Lane,  projectionist  at  the  Ca- 
nadian Government  Motio-n  Picture  Bu- 
reau, will  assist  the  government  camera- 
man covering  the  visit  of  the  King  and 
Queen. 


Survey  Dominion 
"Flesh"  Shows 

Toronto — Only  three  of  the  360  the- 
atres in  Ontario  regularly  offer  stage  at- 
tractions of  a professional  nature  with- 
out picture  programs  and  the  total  num- 
ber of  playing  dates  throughout  the  year 
is  given  as  116,  according  to  a recent 
checkup. 

There  were  also  56  theatres  in  Ontario 
which  offered  professional  stage  shows 
with  film  programs  for  a total  of  1,048 
days  while  29  theatres  staged  amateur 
features  along  with  pictures  for  a total  of 
417  days. 

For  the  whole  of  Canada  there  were  38 
theatres  in  a total  of  approximately  1,150 
which  offered  professional  stage  presenta- 
tions without  pictinres  for  a total  of  374 
playing  days  and  there  were  141  the- 
atres with  combination  professional  pro- 
grams for  4,389  days.  The  list  also  in- 
cludes 108  theatres  in  the  dominion  regu- 
larly presenting  film  programs  which  had 
amateur  stage  shows  for  1,104  days. 

Theatres  of  Quebec  were  considerably  in 
the  lead  with  professional  stage  features 
along  with  screen  entertainment,  the  num- 
ber of  playing  days  for  the  stage  being 
1,919  although  the  number  of  theatres  con- 
cerned was  only  32  as  compared  with  56 
in  Ontario  which  had  occasional  pro- 
fessional acts.  Thirty-one  theatres  in 
Quebec  had  amateur  shows  along  with  the 
screen  fare  on  325  days.  There  were  11 
theatres  in  Quebec  which  had  profes- 
sionals on  the  stage  without  film  pro- 
grams for  a total  of  59  days. 

There  were  two  theatres  in  Manitoba 
which  presented  142  days  of  stage  shows 
unaccompanied  by  any  film  entertain- 
ment, this  being  the  greatest  number  of 
professional  attractions  for  any  Cana- 
dian province.  In  all  Canada,  only  252 
theatres  or  less  than  25  per  cent  of  the 
total  used  their  stages  during  the  12 
months,  Ontario  leading  with  81  theatres, 
then  Quebec  with  60,  Alberta  27,  Sas- 
katchewan 23,  Nova  Scotia  19,  British 
Columbia  17,  Manitoba  16,  New  Bruns- 
wick 8,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  only  one. 

Comparative  figures  for  1936  are  not 
available  because  the  statistics  were  not 
compiled  for  that  year.  Prior  to  1927  no 
theatre  was  complete  without  a stage  and 
orchestra  pit  but  ten  years  later  only  38 
theatres  presented  one  or  more  nights  of 
professional  stage  shows  without  pictures. 


On  "Battle  of  City  Hall" 

Hollywood — Jonathan  Finn,  joining 
Warner’s  writing  staff,  has  been  set  to 
adapt  “Battle  of  City  Hall”  as  a James 
Cagney-Pat  O’Brien  story. 


Extend  Harlan  Thompson 

Hollywood — Paramount  has  extended 
Producer  Harlan  Thompson  for  another 
term  and  assigned  him  to  “Disputed  Pas- 
sage.” 


Two  Warner  Contracts 

Hollywood  — Jane  Bryan,  actress,  and 
Charles  Tedford,  writer,  draw  new  term 
tickets  at  Warner  Bros. 
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CNOW-BLaOCKED  highways  and  the 
threat  of  more  blizzards  have  kept 
many  out-of-town  exhibitors  away  from 
Toronto’s  Pilmrow,  as  well  as  putting  a 
nick  in  the  attendance  in  many  theatres 
around  Ontario  which  depend  upon  “su- 
burban” patronage  to  an  appreciable  ex- 
tent. 

An  outstanding  social  event  of  the  sea- 
son was  the  marriage  of  Helen  Arthur, 
beautiful  daughter  of  Jack  Arthur,  man- 
ager of  the  Toronto  Uptown  Theatre,  to 
William  James  McClintock  of  Toronto,  in 
St.  James  Church,  the  wedding  reception 
taking  place  in  the  library  of  the  Royal 
York  Hotel. 

Manager  Bob  Eves  of  the  Eglinton  The- 
atre, Toronto,  where  “The  Lady  Vanishes” 
did  not  vanish  from  the  screen  for  five 
weeks,  has  been  elected  a director  of  the 
Eglinton  Business  Men’s  Ass’n  which  is 
planning  a variety  of  community  boosts  in 
the  North  End. 

George  F.  Perkins,  head  of  the  Perkins 
Electric  Co.,  Ltd.,  Canadian  distributor  of 
many  types  of  theatre  equipment,  is  re- 
covering from  a severe  attack  of  pleurisy. 
L.  M.  Blakeley,  sound  engineer  of  the  com- 
pany, has  returned  from  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Cecil  Smith,  former  theatre  manager  in 
various  Ontario  towns,  is  now  with  the 
Mavety  Film  Delivery  Service,  Toronto  . . . 
Justin  Wilkes,  son  of  Mike  Wilkes,  widely- 
known  exploiteer  of  United  Artists  Corp., 
Toronto,  has  returned  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  is  attending  the  University  of 
Buffalo. 

Mort  Margolies,  manager  of  the  College 
Theatre,  Toronto,  a Famous  Players’  unit, 
heard  the  wedding  bells  when  he  took  unto 
himself  a bride.  Miss  Esther  Cavan,  the 
young  couple  departing  for  an  unnamed 
destination  for  the  honeymoon. 

Manager  Gary  Hogarth  of  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  Kingsville,  Western  Ontario, 
ploughed  through  the  drifts  to  Toronto  to 
make  some  purchases  of  equipment.  An- 
other who  got  through  was  A.  De-Hondt 
of  the  Imperial  Theatre,  Delhi,  Ont. 

Joe  Plottel,  only  recently  arrived  in  To- 
ronto from  Vancouver  to  become  Ontario 
branch  manager  for  Warner  Bros,  in  suc- 
cession to  Harry  Paynter,  hasn’t  had  a 
chance  to  get  around  as  much  as  he  has 
wanted  because  of  illness  with  influenza. 

Gus  Solway  of  the  Avenue  Theatre,  To- 
ronto, held  over  the  French  feature,  “Club 
des  Femmes,”  for  a second  week,  with 
business  really  topnotch. 

N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatres  Ass’n,  Toronto,  suffered 
sad  bereavement  in  the  death  of  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  M.  Maxwell  of  Montreal,  follow- 
ing illness  of  a year,  interment  taking 
place  in  Toronto  with  many  relatives  and 
friends  present. 

Dave  Gordon  has  inaugurated  early  bar- 
gain shows  at  the  Oriole  Theatre,  a To- 
ronto neighborhood  house  of  the  20th 
Century  Theatres  group. 

Bill  Melody,  old-timer  of  the  film  busi- 


ness in  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  On- 
tario, has  become  manager  of  the  Broad- 
view Theatre,  Toronto.  Bill  first  gained 
fame  as  a singer  of  illustrated  songs  in 
nickelodeons,  film  salesman  and  mara- 
thon runner — and  is  still  going  strong 
at  67. 

“Dawn  Patrol”  at  the  Uptown  Theatre, 
Toronto  ace  house  of  Famous  Players,  was 
held  over  for  a second  week  and  Assistant 
Manager  Fred  Trebilcock  had  to  postpone 
exploita.tion  on  “The  Moonlight  Sonata.” 

H.  M.  Yudin,  son-in-law  of  H.  Freedman, 
proprietor  of  the  Circle  Theatre,  Toronto, 
is  preparing  to  move  to  St.  Catharines  to 
assume  management  of  the  Centre  Theatre 
which  Freedman  is  erecting. 

Harry  Price,  general  manager  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  booked  “The 
Last  Mile”  into  the  Centre  Theatre,  Lon- 
don, where  Manager  Lloyd  Mills  organized 
a campaign  with  success. 

Everybody  in  the  RKO  Radio  exchange, 
Toronto,  including  General  Manager  Leo 
Devaney  and  Toronto  Manager  F.  Meyers, 
are  pushing  the  George  J.  Schaefer  sales 
drive,  following  the  visit  of  E.  L.  McEvoy, 
eastern  sales  manager,  from  New  York. 
The  office  is  gaily  decorated  and  members 
of  the  staff  wear  Schaefer  buttons. 

Manager  Jack  Purves  of  the  Village 
Theatre  is  a staunch  believer  in  the  ef- 
ficacy of  the  Friday  night  revival  feature, 
the  latest  to  be  brought  back  being  “The 
Last  of  Mrs.  Cheyney.”  He  also  adds  a 
western  feature  to  the  first  show  Satur- 
day afternoon  to  boost  juvenile  patronage 
but  otherwise  there  is  a single  attraction 
for  the  last  three  days  of  the  week. 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  president, 
revived  friendships  in  Toronto  when  he 
consulted  with  executives  of  Empire-Uni- 
versal Films,  Ltd.,  his  visit  stimulating 
interest  in  the  sales  drive  dedicated  to  him. 


The  RoyaL  Parry  Sound, 

To  Theatre  Holding 

Toronto — Announcement  is  made  of  the 
purchase  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  Parry 
Sound,  Ont.,  by  the  Theatre  Holding  Corp., 
Ltd.,  Toronto,  effective  February  15,  from 
John  Campbell,  who  has  also  been  the 
operator  of  the  theatre. 

This  is  the  only  theatre  in  Parry  Sound 
which  is  a progressive  summer  resort  town 
of  3,500,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  are  a 
number  of  lumbering  and  munitions  in- 
dustries. This  purchase  brings  the  num- 
ber of  theatres  under  the  ownership  of  the 
corporation  to  32,  all  being  located  in  On- 
tario. At  the  head  of  the  Theatre  Hold- 
ing Corp.  are  Jules  and  J.  J.  Allen  of  To- 
ronto who  formerly  controlled  a circuit 
across  the  dominion. 

The  company  is  building  the  Strand 
Theatre  at  Port  Colborne,  Ont.,  replacing 
the  house  which  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  new  cinema  to  open  April  15.  The 
damaged  theatre  is  being  rebuilt  as  well 
as  a further  local  outlet  for  film  product 
in  this  town  of  7,000.  Syd  Burton,  man- 
ager of  the  Strand,  will  look  after  the 
Parry  Sound  house  until  the  opening  at 
Port  Colborne. 


gOMETHING  new  in  “thank  you”  gifts 
was  found  by  members  of  the  “learn 
to  dance”  class  at  the  Regina  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
From  funds  raised  at  dances,  the  club 
purchased  a motion  picture  projector  with 
sound  equipment  and  presented  it  to  the 
“Y.” 

Just  like  for  everyone  else  in  business 
in  Regina,  the  last  two  weeks  of  January 
proved  tough  sledding  for  theatremen.  It 
took  a bit  of  questioning  to  learn  the  rea- 
son, annually  forgotten.  One  of  the  big- 
gest sections  of  the  employed  staffs  in  the 
city  works  for  either  the  civic,  provincial 
or  federal  government.  In  their  case  they 
had  not  received  a pay  check  since  before 
Christmas  and  by  mid-January  were  re- 
duced to  pinching  pennies.  Entertainment 
was  the  first  thing  to  suffer.  They  are 
paid  monthly  except  for  December,  that 
month’s  check  arriving  early  for  Christ- 
mas shopping. 

“Plow  That  Broke  the  Plains”  and  “We 
Are  Prom  Kronstadt”  were  the  two  pic- 
tures on  the  Regina  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Motion  Picture  Society’s  program 
at  the  Darke  Hall  on  Thursday. 

Having  been  first  filmed  at  the  New 
Empire  Youth  Camp  in  Regina  last  July 
by  a Regina  cameraman,  Dick  Bird,  the 
two-reel  picture  “Youth  Marches  On,”  pro- 
duced with  Oxford  Group  aid,  had  a big 
opening  at  the  Capitol  in  Regina.  Group 
bigwigs  came  from  various  parts  of  the 
dominion  for  the  opening.  Premier  W.  J. 
Patterson  of  Saskatchewan  took  the  entire 
legislature  to  see  the  show  as  his  guests. 
The  press  gave  plenty  of  space  and  Cecil 
Broadhurst,  the  star,  made  two  personal 
appearances. 

Some  40  members  of  the  General  Films 
staff  at  Regina  enjoyed  a skating  party  at 
the  Stadium  the  other  night  and  after- 
wards were  guests  of  S.  C.  Atkinson,  presi- 
dent, and  Mrs.  Atkinson,  at  their  home. 

Airlines  in  western  Canada  are  all  in- 
volved m preparing  motion  pictures  for  re- 
lease through  schools  and  some  motion 
picture  houses.  Trans  Canada  Airlines 
plans  to  start  passenger  service  across 
Canada  on  March  1 and  is  now  preparing 
a color  picture  of  the  travel  system  for  use 
in  boosting  interest  and  traffic.  Prairie 
Airways,  operating  a feeder  line  airmail 
and  passenger  service  in  Saskatchewan, 
has  started  a l&mm  picture  boosting  its 
end. 

These  hockey-mad  staffs  of  Regina  the- 
atres get  more  reckless  every  day.  Now 
the  Grand  and  Metropolitan  staffs,  in- 
cluding Managers  Otis  Bowes  of  the  Grand 
and  Charlie  Bahrynoski  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan, plan  to  tangle  for  some  mythical  ice 
hockey  championship.  There  is  even  a 
pool  in  the  outcome  and  plenty  of  side 
betting.  The  Met  sextet  took  the  CJRM 
radio  station  crew  to  camp  recently. 

Twice  within  two  weeks  death  has  struck 
at  those  near  and  dear  to  Bill  Novak,  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Regina.  His 
mother  died  in  Winnipeg  following  a long 
illness,  and  almost  two  weeks  later  his 
father  died  suddenly  after  a stroke.  Both 
were  in  their  late  70’s. 
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W.  PARRY,  assistant  general  man- 
ager of  Empire-Universal,  is  a visitor 
. . . Leo  M.  Devaney,  general  manager  of 
RKO,  likewise  . . . Henry  Bercovich  of  the 
Rex,  Regina,  is  in  town  arranging  for 
equipment  for  his  house  which  burned 
recently. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  manager  of  United 
Artists  in  Winnipeg,  is  on  the  west  coast 
. . . Henry  Morton  and  Dave  Brickman  of 
Paramount  are  off  to  Saskatoon  . . . Rob- 
ert Hurwitz,  supervisor  of  the  Starland, 
Fox  and  Regent,  is  on  a trip  to  Chicago 
and  Boston. 

Joe  Freed  of  the  Elm  and  Max  Freed  are 
back  from  Florida  . . . P.  H.  Mahon  of 
Prince  Albert,  president  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan Exhibitors  Ass’n,  is  a visitor  here. 

“Blondie,”  familiar  to  readers  of  the 
Free  Press  comic  section,  comes  in  film 
version  to  the  Metropolitan  . . . The  dis- 
tinctive Garrick  Theatre  newspaper  ads 
herald  the  showing  of  "The  Cowboy  and 
the  Lady.” 

After  playing  the  Orpheum,  “Professor 
Mamlock”  goes  into  the  Times  for  an 
extended  run  . . . The  cold  spell  has  hit 
show  business  here  hard. 

Grand  National’s  "Youth  Marches  On” 
is  receiving  excellent  bookings  across  the 
country.  The  short  played  the  Capitol 
here  last  week. 


VIC  TOR  III  A 

^URING  one  of  the  recent  Saturday 
night  lineups  at  the  theatres,  patrons 
were  entertained  by  a college  initiation 
ceremony  on  the  street  in  front  of  the 
Dominion,  Atlas,  Capitol  and  Plaza  the- 
atres. One  student  had  to  dance  the  Lam- 
beth Walk  in  front  of  all  the  theatres,  an- 
other one  had  to  crawl  under  all  the 
parked  cars  pushing  a piece  of  wood  in 
front  of  him,  another  had  to  sing  “Jingle 
Bells”  in  the  street.  The  most  comical 
turn  was  when  two  students  had  to  un- 
roll a roll  of  toilet  paper  and  stretch  it 
from  the  Plaza  to  the  Atlas  theatres.  An- 
other unlucky  student  had  the  job  of  roll- 
ing it  up. 

The  three  F-P  theatres  in  Victoria  are 
distributing  literature  about  the  showing 
of  the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co.  in  Vancouver 
at  the  Strand  Theatre. 

“The  Citadel,”  which  showed  at  the 
Capitol,  drew  extra  large  crowds  and  was 
held  over  for  three  days.  A serial  story 
in  the  Victoria  Daily  Times  created  much 
interest  in  the  picture. 

For  the  showing  of  Paderewski  in 
"Moonlight  Sonata”  at  the  Capitol  a tie- 
up  was  arranged  with  a local  music  store 
linking  with  records  and  sheet  music. 


20th-Fox  Signs  Fonda 

Hollywood — A five-year  contract  to  ap- 
pear in  two  pictures  annually,  has  been 
signed  by  Henry  Fonda  at  20th-Fox.  He’ll 
play  the  title  role  in  “The  Young  Law- 
yer of  Illinois.” 


Critics  "Flutter" 


Ottawa — The  staid  Ottawa  Journal  de- 
votes space  on  its  editorial  page  to  com- 
ment on  “The  Mikado”  under  the  heading 
of  “Critics  Flutter  Over  Mikado  Film,”  as 
follows: 

“He  who  touches  the  Gilbert  and  Sulli- 
van operas,  in  England  especially,  is  a 
brave  fellow  who  takes  his  life  in  his 
hands.  These  famous  comedies,  with  aU 
their  wit  and  satire,  rank  almost  among 
the  national  institutions  and  to  touch 
them  with  disrespectful  hands  is  to  bring 
groans  of  despair  from  the  devotees. 

“Thus  the  filming  of  ‘The  Mikado’  by 
an  English  company  has  been  followed 
with  not  a little  anxiety  and  its  first 
showing  in  London  a few  days  ago  had 
almost  the  tenseness  of  a first-class  diplo- 
matic crisis.  What  had  been  left  out? 
Would  the  presence  of  an  American  in  the 
company  ruin  the  whole  thing?  Had  the 
sacred  traditions  of  Gilbert  and  Sullivan 
been  followed  to  the  dotting  of  the  last  i? 

“The  reactions  of  the  London  critics  are 
interesting.  The  Sunday  Times  writer  is 
critical  to  the  extent  of  more  than  a 
column.  He  protests  against  leaving  out 
some  of  the  brightest  songs  and  dialogue 
and  is  little  pleased  with  the  use  of  what 
was  left  in.  There  was,  he  argued,  too 
much  spectacle  and  not  enough  Gilbert 
and  Sullivan.  Neither  is  the  critic  of  the 
New  Statesman  and  Nation  impressed,  al- 
though he  singled  out  for  praise  the  young 
American.  Kenny  Baker,  who  plays  Nanki- 
Poo.  The  Listener  is  divided.  It  finds  the 
music  first-class  but  was  disappointed  with 
the  color  and  found  Kenny  Baker’s 
‘American  intonation  a bit  trying.’  The 
Times  Weekly  is  most  generous  in  its 
praise.  Condensing  the  book  to  an  hour 
and  a half  meant  that  some  good  things 
had  to  go. 

“Another  critic  laments  that  in  the  film 
Ko-Ko  is  not  permitted  to  sing  his  much- 
quoted  song  about  his  little  list  of  per- 
sons who  never  would  be  missed.  The 
Listener  says  Jean  Colin  as  Yum-Yum  is 
‘really  lovely  and  appealing’  while  the 
Times  Weekly  praises  her  voice  but  says 
otherwise  she  is  colorless.  The  Sunday 
Times  says  Constance  Willis  as  Katisha 
gave  the  outstanding  performance  of  all, 
but  the  Listener  complains  she  ‘wasn’t 
sufficiently  venomous.’  And  so  it  goes. 
What  does  emerge  from  the  reviews  is  the 
fact  for  the  general  public  this  produc- 
tion of  ‘The  Mikado’  should  be  splendid 
entertainment.  The  reaction  of  the  Gil- 
bert and  Sullivan  fans  is  another  matter. 
No  doubt  it  will  be  seen  in  Ottawa  present- 
ly and  its  presentation  here  may  be  one 
of  the  features  of  the  film  season.” 


On  Chile  Quake 

Hollywood — “All  Wires  Down,”  a story 
based  on  the  recent  earthquake  in  Chile, 
has  been  purchased  by  Sol  Lesser  from 
John  Peere  Miles,  publicity  director  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn. 


Assign  May  Robson 

Hollywood — With  “Fly  Away  Home”  her 
first  assignment.  May  Robson  has  signed 
a two-picture  pact  with  Warner  Bros. 


J^EO  DEVANEY,  general  manager  in  Can- 
ada for  RKO  distribution,  reached  Cal- 
gary February  3 and  pulled  out  for  Van- 
couver the  next  day.  Mr.  Devaney  was  on 
a periodic  inspection  trip  of  the  Dominion, 
having  started  at  St.  John’s,  N.  B.,  after 
the  New  Year.  He  reports  that  exhibitors 
have  been  playing  to  increased  business 
this  year  and  that  the  trade  in  Canada 
is  feeling  more  optimistic.  Merchants  and 
wholesalers  are  also  in  a better  frame  of 
mind  this  year,  he  finds.  In  many  years  of 
traveling,  Leo  had  his  first  experience  of 
seeing  a fellow  passenger  die  on  a journey, 
a tragic  happening  in  Ontario  near  White 
River,  on  his  present  trip. 

Excursion  cut  rates  on  train  running 
east,  February  15,  will  carry  many  Calgary 
merchants  on  business  trips.  Among  them 
will  be  J.  B.  Barron  of  the  Grand  Theatre, 
who  will  hie  for  Toronto,  Montreal  and 
New  York.  He  will  be  on  the  trail  of  stage 
productions  as  well  as  looking  over  picture 
exhibition. 


Reports  of  F-P  Financial 
Revamp  Are  Growing 

Toronto — There  is  speculation  in  To- 
ronto financial  circles  regarding  a re- 
ported financial  reorganization  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  following  the  ex- 
piration of  the  voting  trust  agreement 
early  in  March  which  had  been  effective 
for  the  past  ten  years.  The  number  of 
common  shares  outstanding  has  been 
listed  as  419,524  of  which  189,000  shares 
are  controlled  by  the  voting  trustees. 

N.  L.  Nathanson,  president,  recently  took 
up  his  option  to  purchase  11,000  shares  at 
$13.65  and  the  next  block  of  similar  num- 
ber will  be  obtainable  next  July  at  $15 
per  share,  followed  by  11,000  shares  at  $16 
in  1940  and  11,000  in  1941  at  $17.  These 
options  are  a part  of  his  five-year  con- 
tract with  the  company  as  its  directing 
head. 

The  gossip  is  that  the  control  of  the 
chain  will  return  to  Canadian  investors, 
with  a severing  of  the  present  tie  with 
Paramount  in  New  York  through  the  vot- 
ing trust,  Adolph  Zukor  being  one  of  the 
three  voting  trustees. 


United  Amusement's  1938 
Earnings  Show  Increase 

Montreal  — Judged  by  the  company’s 
record  for  the  11  months  ended  November, 
1938,  earnings  of  United  Amusement  Corp. 
for  1938  will  be  slightly  ahead  of  1937. 
Summer  business  was  rather  poor,  show- 
ing a decline  of  from  eight  to  ten  per 
cent,  but  the  pick-up  in  September  which 
increased  in  volume  through  November 
brought  the  11  months  total  a little  ahead, 
and  the  final  month  is  expected  to  main- 
tain this  lead.  In  1937  the  corporation 
earned  $1  a shai’e  on  “A”  and  “B”  stocks. 

Late  in  the  year  the  corporation  opened 
the  York  Theatre.  This  house,  most  mod- 
ern of  the  chain,  became  an  immediate 
favorite  and  continues  to  do  capacity 
business.  It  is  located  in  a new  building, 
leased  from  the  Timmin’s  interests.  The 
equipment  belongs  to  the  corporation. 
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the 


ti>  the 


January  21st,  1939 


715  Mumford  Avenue, 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 


BOXOFFICE, 

New  York  City, 

Gentlemen: 

In  many  back  numbers  I have  seen  helpful  sugges- 
tions as  to  seating  methods,  theatre  fronts  and  foyers 
published  in  your  excellent  publication. 

As  I am  opening  a small  theatre  (375  seats)  in  this 
vicinity,  I would  be  most  grateful  if  you  would  be  so 
nice  as  to  send  me  along  any  copies  of  BOXOFFICE 
that  might  help. 

Of  course  there  will  be  a subscription  to  your  ex- 
cellent medium  as  soon  as  I open. 


Cordially  yours, 

(Mrs.)  H.  E.  Kingsley. 


^kie^  l^ixie 

—SMART  EXHIBITORS 
WANT— AND  GET— 


o^j/vL  Mc'lion  TwLutj^ 
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"GDNGA  DIN"  ROARS;  "IDIOT'S  DELIGHT"  HIGH 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Dawn  Patrol  (WB) ; Nancy  Drew, 

Detective  (WB),  2nd  run  125 

Memorial — The  Great  3Ian  Votes  (RKO) ; 

l^uly  Vanishes  (GB)  145 

Metropolitan — They  31a(le  Me  a Criminal  (WB).130 

Orpheum — Sweethearts  (M-G-M);  Girl 

Downstairs  (M-G-M)  175 

Paramount — Same  as  Metropolitan 120 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  160 


CHARLOTTE 


Carolina — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M) 80 

Imperial — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col), 

1st  half  90 

Imperial — Heart  of  the  North  (FN),  2nd  half.  . 90 
State — Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col),  1st  half.  . 80 
State — The  Law  West  of  Tombstone  (RKO), 

2nd  half  100 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Za/a  (Para),  2nd  loop  wk 75 

Chicago — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show,  held  2nd  wk 130 

Garrick^ — I)e\il’s  Island  (WB)  80 

Oriental— Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col);  Mys- 
terious Miss  X (Rep),  stage  show;  1st  wk. 

under  dual-vaude  policy  120 

Palace — Heart  of  the  North  (FN),  plus  stage 

show 75 

Roosevelt — 'I’he  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) ....  75 
State-Lake — The  Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  80 

United  Artists — Out  West  AVith  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M).  moved  to  Apollo  for  3rd  loop  wk...l00 


CINCINNATI 


Albee— Idiot’s  Delig-ht  (M-G-M),  held 130 

Capitol — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

held  130 

Grand — Kentueky  (20th-Fox),  5th  wk.,  held 

for  6th  130 

Keith’s — Off  the  Keeord  (WB)  120 

Lyric — Paris  Hone.vmoon  (Para),  2nd  wk 120 

Mayfair — Moonlight  Sonata  (Malmar), 

2nd  wk 130 

Palace — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 130 

Shubert — Lone  AVolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 120 


CLEVELAND 


Allen — Pacific  laner  (RKO)  100 

Hippodrome — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk. . 85 
Palace — Off  the  Keeord  (WB) ; Stage:  Roger 
Pryor.  Ann  Sothern.  Eleanore  Whitney  & Co.  .120 

State— Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  140 

Stillman — Four  Girls  in  AA’hite  (M-G-M) 75 

City — South  of  the  Highway  (Scandinavian 

Talking  Pictures,  Inc.)  100 


DALLAS 


Capitol — Pri<le  of  the  West  (Para),  1st  part...  80 

Capitol — l.ast  Express  (Univ),  2nd  part 100 

Capitol — Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep),  3rd  part..  75 
Ma.iestic — The.v  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB)...125 

Melba — Burn  ’Em  Fp  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 100 

Palace — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 100 

Tower — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 200 


DENVER 


Aladdin — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 

at  the  Denver  115 

Broadway — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  AVith  the  Circus  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.  here  after  a wk.  at  the  Orpheum...  80 

Denham — Beachcomber  (Para).  2nd  wk 105 

Denver — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox) 165 

Orpheum — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  A'aca- 

tiori  From  Love  (M-G-M) 155 

Paramount — King  of  the  Underworld  (Univ) ; 

Arizona  AA'ildcat  (20th-Fox) 110 

Rialto — Thanks  for  Everything  (20th-Fox), 
after  -a  wk.  at  the  Denver;  Secrets  of  a 
Nurse  (Univ)  80 


DETROIT 


Adams — Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO); 

Paeifie  Liner  (RKO)  85 

Cinema — Mayerling  (SR);  The  39  Steps  (GB)..130 

Fox — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk., 

pUi.s  stage  show  100 

Michigan — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA); 

Ambush  (Para)  90 

Palms-State — .Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M), 
after  1 wk.  at  United  Artists;  Federal 

Man-Hunt  (Rep)  105 

United  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M) 115 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Gunga  Din — Los  Angeles 300 

Idiot’s  Delight  (dual) — Omaha. .220 

Sweethearts  (dual) — Boston 175 

Jesse  James  (dual) — New 

Haven  (2nd  wk)  170 

Jesse  James — Denver  165 

Sweethearts  (dual) — Boston 160 

Idiot’s  Delight  (dual) — Denver... .155 

Idiot’s  Delight — Philadelphia 150 

Trade  Winds — New  Orleans, 

Providence  150 

Great  Man  Votes  (dual)  — 

Boston  145 

Idiot’s  Delight — Cleveland, 

Minneapolis  140 

Jesse  James  (3rd  wk) — Kansas 
City  140 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Moonlight  Sonata,  7th  wk.,  Kansas  City. 
P.vginalion,  5th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

Jesse  James,  3rd  wk.,  Portland,  Ore.;  3rd 
wk..  Salt  Lake  City. 

Kentueky,  3rd  wk.,  Oklahoma  City. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Alamo — Pride  of  the  AA'est  (Para) 75 

Alamo — Six  Gun  Trail  (SR) 65 

Apollo — Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  60 

Circle — They  3Ia<le  31e  a Criminal  (WB) 100 

Indiana — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  125 

Loew’s — The  Duke  of  AA'est  Point  (UA) 80 

Lyric — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  125 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esnuire — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  ...140 
Midland — Trade  Winds  (UA);  Spring  Mad- 
ness (M-G-M)  125 

Newman— Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  125 

Orpheum — Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO); 

l.ady  Vanishes  (GB)  90 

Tower — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Uptown — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 140 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox).  2nd  wk 100 

Downtown — They  Made  3Ie  a Criminal  (WB)..125 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  5th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Gunga  Din  (RKO) 300 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 125 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 300 

Paramount^ — Zaza  (Para),  plus  stage  show.... 100 
State — Same  as  Chinese 100 


MILWAUKEE 


Little  Theatre — Pagliacci  (GB)  90 

Palace — Thanks  for  Everything  (RKO); 

Disbarred  (Para)  85 

Riverside — Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col), 

plus  stage  show  110 

Strand — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  80 

Warner — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  100 

Wisconsin — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  135 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Mr,  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th-Fox); 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 95 

Century — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) ...  90 

Gopher — Going  Places  (FN)  90 

Orpheum — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 100 

State— Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  140 

Time — Paroled  From  the  Big  House  (SR) 100 

World — 3Ian  to  Remember  (RKO),  3rd  wk 125 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  Vacation 

From  Love  (M-G-M).  2nd  wk.,  held  for  3rd.  .170 


Loew-Poli — Idiot’s  Deliglit  (M-G-M);  Burn 

’Em  X'p  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 110 

Paramount — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) ; 

Freshman  Year  (Univ),  8 days 100 

Roger  'Sherman — They  Made  Me  a Criminal 

(WB);  Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 130 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 80 

Globe — Tlie  Sisters  (WB),  return 75 

Liberty — Son  of  Frankenstein  (RKO),  2nd  run.  100 

Orpheum — Great  Man  Votes  (RKO) 100 

Regent — Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 85 

Saenger — St.  I..ouis  Blues  (Para) 90 

State — Trade  Winds  (UA)  150 

Tudor — Service  De  Luxe  (Univ)  75 


OKLAHOMA  CITY 


Criterion — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) ...  85 
Liberty — Dark  Bapture  (Univ);  His  Exeiting 

Night  (Univ)  95 

Midwest — Birth  of  a Baby  (GN) 90 

Plaza — Kentueky  (20th-Fox);  3rd  wk 75 

State — Blondie  (Col),  with  Danny  Mummert 

on  stage  80 

Tower — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 135 


OMAHA 


Brandeis — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO); 

Torehy  Blane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 110 

Omaha — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  His 

Exeiting  Night  (Univ)  220 

Orpheum — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  The  Last 
Warning  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  with  new  2nd 
feature  135 


PHILADELPHIA 


Aldine — Beaelicomher  (Para)  115 

Boyd-Idlot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  150 

Earle — Elirting  With  Eate  (M-G-M),  stage 

Tommy  Dorsey’s  Orchestra  125 

E’ox — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 90 

Karlton — Son  ot  Erankenstein  (Univ) 90 

Keith's— 'Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 80 

Stanley — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  .'...100 
Stanton — Disbarred  (Para)  80 


PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  140 

Barry — Juvenile  Court  (Col);  Khythm  ot 

the  Saddle  (Rep)  85 

Fulton — Faeiflc  Liner  (RKO);  Peck’s  Bad 

Boy  With  the  Circus  (RKO),  9 days 70 

Penn — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  100 

Senator — Kentueky  (20th-Fox),  3rd  d.  t.  wk. . . 70 
Stanley — Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) ; Major 

Bowes’  stage  show  110 

Warner — Devil’s  Island  (WB) ; Annabel 

Takes  a Tour  (RKO)  110 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Mysterious 

Miss  X (Rep)  130 

Mayfair — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  ’Torehy 

Gets  Her  Man  (WB),  3rd  wk 120 

Orpheum — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox) 100 

United  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M) ; 

Broadway  Musketeers  (FN)  110 


PROVIDENCE 


Albee — Fugitive  for  a Night  (RKO),  on  stage 
Ozzie  Nelson  band  and  Harriet  Hilliard....  85 

Carlton — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 8 0 

Fays — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB),  plus 

stage  show 90 

Majestic — Heart  of  the  North  (FN);  Smiling 

Along  (20th-Fox)  75 

Playhouse — Under  the  Big  Top  (Mono),  plus 

stage  show  100 

State — Trade  AVinds  (UA) ; Burn  ’Em  Up 

O'Connor  (M-G-M)  150 

Strand — Say  It  In  French  (Para);  Disbarred 

(Para) 60 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  105 

Murray — 'The  Great  Waltz  (M-G-M) 105 

Paramount — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  100 

Studio — Jesse  , lames  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 115 

Utah — Devil’s  Island  (WB) ; Off  the  Record 

(WB)  105 

Victory — Lawless  Valley  (RKO);  Tarnished 

Angel  (RKO)  105 
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STARTING 


BLIND  ALLEY — Rose  Stradner,  Chester  Morris, 
Ralph  Bellamy,  Joan  Perry.  Producer:  Fred 
Kohlmar.  Director:  Charles  Vidor. 

PRAIKIE  NIGHTS — Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Mere- 
dith, Bob  Nolan,  Sons  of  the  Pioneers.  Producer: 
Harry  L.  Decker.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 


WELL  ALONG 


THE  FIRST  RANGER— Bill  Elliott,  Veda  Ann 
Borg-,  Jack  LaRue,  Paul  Everton.  Producer: 
Larry  Darmour.  Director:  Joseph  Levering'. 
PL.\NE  NO.  4 — ^Richard  Barthelmess,  Jean  Ar- 
thur, Cary  Grant,  Rita  Hayworth,  Noah  Beery 
jr.,  Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Carroll,  Sig  Ru- 
mann,  John  Carroll.  Producer:  Howard  Hawks. 
Director:  Howard  Hawks.  Screenplay:  Jules 
Furthman,  William  Rankin,  Eleanore  Griffin.. 


COMPLETED 


THE  LADY  AND  THE  MOB— Fay  Bainter,  Ida 
Lupino,  Lee  Bowman,  Harold  Huber,  Henry  Ar- 
metta,  George  Meeker,  Spencer  Charters.  Pro-  q 
ducer:  Fred  Kohlmar.  Director:  Ben  Stoloff.  q 
Original:  George  Bradshaw,  Price  Day.  Screen-  ^ 
play:  Richard  Maibaum,  Gertrude  Purcell.  " 


EVERYTHING  HAPPENS  TO  ANN  — Heather 
Angel,  Robert  Elliott.  Producer:  Jack  Skirball. 
Director:  A1  Christie. 


^lAIDEN  VOYAGE — Robert  Young,  Billie  Burke, 
Reginald  Owen,  Frank  Morgan,  Samuel  S. 
Hinds.  Producer:  Lou  Ostrow.  Director:  Edgar 
Selwyn.  Original:  Gottfried  Reinhardt,  Vir- 
ginia Faulkner. 


THE  KID  FROM  TEXAS— Dennis  O’Keefe,  Ruth 
Hussey,  Jack  Carson,  Buddy  Ebsen,  Rita  John- 
son, Jessie  Ralph.  Producer:  Edgar  Selwyn. 
Director;  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

DR.  KIIJ)ARE*S  MISTAKE — Lew  Ayres,  Lionel 
Barrymore,  Laraine  Johnson,  Don  Castle,  Emma 
Dunn,  Samuel  S.  Hinds.  Producer:  Lou  Ostrow. 
Director:  Harold  Bucquet. 


s 

Q 
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TRIGGER  SMITH — Jack  Randall,  Joyce  Bryan. 
Producer:  Robert  Tansey.  Director:  Alan  James. 
Original  Screenplay:  Robert  Emmett. 


^lYSTERY  OF  MR.  WONG— Boris  Karloff,  Craig  g 
Reynolds,  Grant  Withers,  Dorothy  Tree,  Ivan  ^ 
Lebedeff,  Morgan  Wallace.  Producer:  William  y 
T.  Lackey.  Director:  William  Nigh.  Original:  ^ 
Hugh  Wiley.  Screenplay:  Scott  Darling.  H 


SOME  LII\J5  IT  HOT — Bob  Hope,  Shirley  Ross, 
Gene  Krupa  and  Orchestra,  Una  Merkel,  Ber- 
nard Nedell,  Rufe  Davis,  Judith  Barrett,  Harry 
Barris.  Producer:  William  Thomas.  Director: 
George  Archainbaud.  Original  Screenplay:  Laura 
and  S,  J.  Perelman. 

BEAU  GESTE — Gary  Cooper,  Ray  Milland,  Susan 
Hayward,  Harold  Huber,  Robert  Preston, 
Broderick  Crawford,  J.  Carrol  Naish,  Donald 
O’Connor,  Brian  Donlevy.  Producer:  William 
Wellman.  Director:  William  Wellman.  Original: 
P.  C.  Wren.  Screenplay:  Robert  Carson. 
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SORORITY  HOUSE — Anne  Shirley,  James  Ellison. 
Producer:  Robert  Sisk.  Director:  John  Farrow. 
Original:  Mary  Coyle  Chase.  Screenplay:  Dal- 
ton Trumbo. 

WHAT’S  A FIXER  FOR? — Lee  Tracy,  Peggy  Shan- 
non, Virginia  Weidler,  Jack  Arnold,  Bradley 
Page,  Irene  Franklin,  Edward  Gargan.  Pro- 
ducer: Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Screenplay:  Paul  Tawitz,  Bert  Granet. 

THEY  MADE  HER  A SPY — Sally  Eilers,  Allan 
Lane,  Fritz  Leiber,  Peggy  Shannon.  Producer: 
Robert  Sisk.  Director:  Jack  Hively.  Original: 
George  Bricker,  Lionel  Houser.  Screenplay:  Jo 
Pagano. 

A KNIGHT  IN  GHOST  TOWN— George  O’Brien, 
Rosalind  Keith,  Chill  Wills,  Ward  Bond.  Pro- 
ducer: Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  Dave  Howard. 
Original:  Bernard  McConville.  Screenplay: 

Oliver  Drake. 

o 
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STREET  OF  BUSSING  MEN— Charles  Bickford. 
Producer:  Armand  Schaeffer.  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 

MEXICALI  ROSE — Gene  Autry,  Luana  Walters, 
Noah  Beery,  Smiley  Burnette,  Leroy  Mason, 
William  Royle.  Producer:  Harry  Grey.  Direc- 
tor: George  Sherman.  Original  Screenplay:  Ger- 
ald Geraghty. 

ROUGH  RIDER  PATROL  — Roy  Rogers,  Mary 
Hart,  George  Meeker,  Raymond  Hatton,  Eddie 
Acuff,  Dorothy  Sebastian.  Producer:  Joe  Kane. 
Director:  Joe  Kane.  Original  Screenplay:  Jack 
Natteford. 

SB 
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POIACE  SCHOOL — Jane  Withers,  Jean  Rogers. 
Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  James  Tinling. 
Original  Screenplay:  Barry  Trivers,  Joseph 
Hoffman.  .r-*- 

NEWS  IS  MADE  AT  NIGHT — Preston  Foster, 
Lynn  Bari,  George  Barbier,  Minor  Watson, 
Charles  Halton,  Russell  Gleason.  Producer:  Ed- 
ward Kaufman.  Director:  A1  Werker.  Original 
Screenplay:  John  Larkin. 

SUSANNAH  OF  THE  MOUNTIES — Shirley  Temple, 
Randolph  Scott,  Lester  Mathews,  Margaret  Lock- 
wood,  Victor  Jory,  Johnny  Ridewell,  J.  Farrell 
MacDonald.  Producer:  Kenneth  Macgowan.  Di- 
rector: Walter  Lang. 

o 

o 
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THE  MAN  IN  THE  IKON  IMASK— Louis  Hay- 
ward, Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William.  Producer: 
Edward  Small.  Director:  James  Whale.  Original: 
Alexander  Dumas.  Screenplay:  George  Bruce. 

UA  1 

■ 

RISKY  BUSINESS  • — George  Murphy,  Dorothea 
Kent,  El  Brendel,  Grant  Richards,  Boyd  Irwin, 
Dorothy  Arnold,  Walter  Byron.  Producer:  Burt 
Kelly.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Original:  Wil- 
liam Anthony  McGuire.  Screenplay:  Charles 
Grayson. 

MURDER  IN  THE  SURGERY— Bruce  Cabot,  Helen 
Mack,  Constance  Worth,  Mabel  Todd,  Addison 
Richards.  Producer:  Irving  Starr  (Crime  Club 
Productions).  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

SOCIETY  SIMUGGLERS  ■ — ■ Preston  Foster,  Irene 
Hervey,  Frank  Jenks,  Fred  Keating,  Walter 
Woolf  King.  Producer:  Ken  Goldsmith.  Di- 
rector: Joe  May.  Original:  Joseph  Henry  Steele. 
Screenplay:  Arthur  Herman. 

UNIV. 

AlMERICAN  FAMILY  — John  Garfield,  Priscilla 
Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Gale  Page,  Claude  Rains, 
Dick'  Foran,  May  Robson,  Lola  Lane.  Producer: 
Henry  Blanke.  , Director:  Michael  Curtiz.  Screen- 
play: Philip  Epstein. 

GANTRY  THE  GREAT— Bonita  Granville,  Bill 
Tabor,  “Gantry.”  Producer:  Bryan  Foy.  Direc- 
tor: William  McGann.  Screenplay:  Vincent 

Sherman. 

EACH  DAWN  I DIE — James  Cagney,  George  Raft, 
Ann  Sheridan,  Fred  MacMurray,  Maxie  Rosen- 
bloom,  Jane  Bryan.  Producer:  David  Lewis.  Di- 
rector: William  Keighley.  Original:  Jerome 

Odium.  Screenplay:  Warren  Duff. 
the  roaring  road— Pat  O’Brien,  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, John  Payne,  Frank  McHugh,  Gale  Page, 
Ronald  Reagan,  Granville  Bates.  Producer:  Max 
Siegel.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

HERO  FOR  A DAY — Jane  Bryan,  Charlie  Grape- 
win,  Janet  Chapman,  Henry  O’Neill,  Elisabeth 
Risdon,  Dickie  Jones,  James  McCalliom.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy,  Director:  Lew  Seiler.  Screen- 
play: Lee  Katz. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  P R A C T I C A L S H O W M E N 
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"Pijgmalion"  Ideas 
Click  in  Dayton 


Milwaukee — Boys  lined  up  in  front  of 
the  Warner  are  the  St.  Johns  Military 
Academy  cadets  who  were  guests  of  Mana- 
ger Harry  MacDonald.  He  invited  the  ca- 
dets for  the  opening  of  “The  Duke  of 

Employ  Realism  on 
"Jesse  James" 

St.  Louis — A realistic  campaign  for  20th- 
Fox’s  “Jesse  James”  here  at  the  Fox  The- 
atre worked  so  well  the  film  version  of 
Missouri’s  famed  outlaw  rated  a holdover 
at  the  huge  5,000-seat  house,  which  is 
unusual. 

Les  Kaufman  of  the  Fox  hired  eight 
stooges  and  dressed  them  a la  Jesse.  Each 
was  given  a giant  “gat”  and  sent  forth  on 
horseback,  sans  advertising,  around  town, 
including  the  downtown  district,  exploding 
pistols,  giving  the  Rebel  yell,  and,  in  a 
word,  attracting  lots  of  attention.  The 
chief  of  police,  of  course,  put  his  okay 
on  this  stunt,  which  went  on  for  three 
days  before  the  opening  date. 

Kaufman  strengthened  his  campaign 
with  a fine  series  of  ads.  Tire  newspaper 
budget  was  upped  and  so  was  the  free 
space  in  the  dailies. 


AT.  y/s  Lawmakers  Are 
Invited  to  "Great  Man" 

Albany — Larry  Cowen,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Grand  Theatre  here,  wired  mem- 
bers of  New  York  state’s  legislature  a 
blanket  invitation  to  attend  the  showing 
of  RKO’s  “The  Great  Man  Votes,”  in  which 
politicians  come  in  for  a neat  measure  of 
good-natured  spoofing. 

Addressed  to  Perley  A.  Pitcher,  senate 
majority  leader,  and  Oswald  D.  Heck, 
speaker  of  the  assembly,  the  telegram 
read:  “Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  in- 


— ‘Kuhli  Photo  Service 

West  Point.”  Accompanied  by  the  school 
band  and  Col.  Roy  F.  Farrand,  the  cadets 
made  a special  trip  from  Delafield,  Wis. 
The  stunt  earned  a four-column  art  spread 
in  the  Milwaukee  Evening  Post. 


Heavy  Advance  Publicity 
Boosts  "Pygmalion" 

Chicago — Eddie  Levin  of  B&K’s  publicity 
staff  garnered  an  unusual  amount  of  ad- 
vance publicity,  sprinkled  liberally  with 
some  good  exploitation,  to  let  the  Chicago 
film-going  public  know  of  the  coming  of 
M-G-M’s  “Pygmalion”  to  the  Apollo 
Theatre. 

Practically  every  columnist  on  the  local 
newspapers,  in  addition  to  the  critics,  had 
special  articles  and  paragraphs  concern- 
ing the  picture  which  co-stars  Leslie  How- 
ard and  Wendy  Hiller.  Special  art  was 
used  in  the  press. 

Trailers  announcing  the  picture  were  run 
in  26  B&K  houses  two  weeks  in  advance 
throughout  the  city,  and  40x60  easels, 
showing  scenes  from  “Pygmalion,”  were 
placed  in  seven  houses,  included  several 
in  the  loop. 

Levin  was  aided  by  Norman  Pyle  of 
M-G-M’s  exploitation  staff. 


For  "Ferdinand" 

Atlanta — A scene  from  “Ferdinand  the 
Bull”  was  run  in  the  Constitution,  with 
youngsters  urged  to  apply  their  best  color 
efforts  in  either  crayon  or  water  colors. 
Cash  prizes  were  given  for  the  best  color- 
ing. The  Fox  Theatre  arranged  the  tieup 
for  the  Disney  featurette. 


vite  the  members  of  the  senate  (assem- 
bly) to  be  our  guests  at  the  showing  ol 
John  Barrymore  in  ‘The  Great  Man  Votes,’ 
a satire  on  American  politics,  which  we 
believe  both  political  parties  will  greatly 
enjoy.  The  picture  is  now  playing  at  the 
Grand  Theatre,  Albany.  Your  official 
cards  will  admit  you.” 


Dayton,  Ohio — Showmen  who  are  won- 
dering how  to  exploit  “Pygmalion”  can 
take  a leaf  from  the  campaign  put  over 
by  the  Loew’s  manager,  Marty  Burnett, 
and  J.  E.  Watson,  M-G-M’s  territorial  ex- 
ploiteer. 

Resulting  from  a letter  to  Mrs.  Chesta 
Fulmer,  columnist  of  the  Dayton  Herald, 
challenging  the  film’s  thesis  as  it  involves 
Wendy  Hiller,  a stunt  was  arranged  in 
which  an  unknown,  unattractive  young  girl 
was  transformed  into  a “lady.” 

She  was  given  the  name  of  “Peg  Maleon” 
and  for  the  girl  who  was  “Miss  Peg  Ma- 
leon,” a week  of  clothes  buying,  beauty 
treatments,  diction  lessons,  etc.,  was  cul- 
minated by  a triumphal  attendance  to  the 
premiere  in  the  company  of  the  columnist 
and  the  city’s  mayor. 

In  addition  to  a highly  distinctive  ad 
campaign,  dominated  by  caricatures  of 
George  Bernard  Shaw  and  stressing  the 
ever-popular  Cinderella  angle,  no  exploi- 
tation possibilities  were  left  imtapped. 

To  a hand-picked  list  of  several  thou- 
sand Daytonians  were  sent  postcards,  re- 
mailed from  New  York,  with  the  follow- 
ing copy:  “Just  saw  ‘Pygmalion’  at  the 
Astor.  Don’t  miss  it  when  it  comes  to 
Dayton.”  It  was  merely  signed  “H.”  Spe- 
cial invitations  went  to  a representative 
cross-section  of  the  community’s  social 
life. 

The  radio  campaign  included  spot  an- 
nouncements, a 15-minutc  program  devo- 
ted to  Shaw  and  the  merit  of  the  picture, 
a regular  “Man  of  the  Street”  program 
with  questions  based  on  the  film,  and  a 
program  with  visiting  critics  relaying 
their  comments  on  the  film. 

Bookmarkers  were  distributed  to  libraries 
with  notices  posted  on  bulletin  boards  of 
libraries  and  schools.  Students  also  were 
assigned  to  see  the  picture  on  special  days. 


A Contest  in  Miami  lor 
Late  Honeymooners 

Miami — To  promote  UA’s  “Made  for 
Each  Other”  at  the  Lincoln  Theatre  here, 
John  (Sonny)  Shepherd  staged  a contest 
for  couples  who  had  been  married  more 
than  a year  and  who,  like  the  characters 
in  this  picture,  had  been  forced  to  post- 
pone their  honeymoon.  Contestants  wrote 
100- word  letters  telling  “Why  we  were 
‘Made  for  Each  Other.’  ” 

Winning  couple  won  a three-day,  all- 
expense honeymoon  cruise  on  the  S.  S. 
Northland  to  Nassua.  Second  and  third 
place  winners  dined  and  danced  at  Demp- 
sey’s and  got  passes  for  the  picture.  The 
next  12  couples  got  passes. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


A Georgian  Proves 
A Real  Showman 


"Opera  vs.  Swing" 
Stunt  Draws 

Lincoln — Orville  Rennie,  manager  of 
the  Rivoli,  Hastings,  Neb.,  jammed  the 
aisles  of  the  theatre  three  days  last 


Bringing  Theatre 
Into  Civic  Life 


Lavonia,  Ga. — Bill  Allen,  manager  of  the 
Franklin  Theatre  here,  did  a successful 
piece  of  showmanship  in  a clever  stunt 
with  the  school  children  of  the  county. 

Last  September,  Allen  talked  with  C.  B. 
Akins,  school  superintendent.  The  official 
told  him  attendance  at  school  could  be 
greatly  improved.  So  Allen  made  this 
proposition:  A free  show  to  every  young- 
ster- with  a perfect  attendance  record  from 
September  to  December. 

The  result:  A total  of  1,300  youngsters 
going  to  the  Franklin,  on  the  house.  More 
than  100  were  children  who  never  before 
had  been  to  a theatre. 

Allen  said  the  goodwill  and  publicity 
amply  repaid  for  the  showings.  About 
400  “kids”  saw  a special  showing  of 
“Robin  Hood”  on  one  day,  and  900  on 
another. 

The  house  is  owned  by  George  Wilby  of 
Atlanta.  The  stunt  will  be  repeated  in  May. 


Prize  Snapshot  Display 
Attracts  in  Salt  Lake 

Salt  Lake  City — Crowds  were  attracted 
to  the  Centre  Theatre  lobby  during  the 
week  viewing  136  prize  winning  snapshots 
in  the  second  annual  photo  arts  show 
sponsored  locally  by  the  Salt  Lake  Tribune 
and  Telegram. 

Manager  Charles  M.  Pincus  of  the  Centre 
said  the  display  materially  helped  attend- 
ance at  the  world  premiere  of  Metro’s 
“Idiot’s  Delight.” 

The  snapshots  represent  the  best  work 
by  amateur  photographers  over  the  entire 
country  and  won  for  their  takers  more 
than  $10,000  in  cash  prizes. 


"Glamor  Girl"  Contest  Is 
Promoted  for  "Delight" 

Atlanta — A “Glamor  Girl”  contest  was 
evolved  by  the  Grand  Theatre  here  in 
connection  with  Metro’s  “Idiot’s  Delight,” 
which  proved  successful  exploitation  for 
the  picture. 

The  Constitution,  morning  paper,  tied  in, 
inviting  Atlanta’s  young  women  to  send 
their  photographs  to  Clark  Gable,  with 
cash  prizes  given  for  those  selected  by 
the  male  star  of  “Delight.” 


A "Hoofing"  Contest 

Ocean  Park,  Cal. — 'Tying  in  with  the 
opening  of  Metro’s  “Idiot’s  Delight”  at  the 
Fox  Dome  Theatre  February  1,  Fox  West 
Coast  arranged  a “hoofing”  contest  at 
the  Ocean  Park  Casino,  the  ballroom  ad- 
vertising the  affair  and  plugging  the  pic- 
ture. 


"Opera  vs.  Swing" 
Stunt  Draws 

Lincoln — Orville  Rennie,  manager  of 
the  Rivoli,  Hastings,  Neb.,  jammed  the 
aisles  of  the  theatre  three  days  last 
■week  with  a stage  show  cast  from  85 
hometowners.  Titled  "O  p e r a vs. 
Swing,”  it  ran  80  minutes.  It  was  oper- 
ated in  Broadway  style,  curtain  at  8:30 
p.  m.,  with  the  stage  show  opening  and 
the  film  closing. 

Rennie  jumped  the  price  to  40  cents 
a head,  and  got  away  with  a very  nice 
three-day  gate. 


A Twelve-Week  Contest 
For  Ohio  Serial  Date 

Van  Wert,  Ohio — When  Carl  B.  Moore 
opened  with  the  Republic  serial,  “Hawk 
of  the  Wilderness,”  he  went  after  business 
in  a big  way.  He  got  29  merchants  to  give 
away  prizes  valued  at  $75  as  reward  for 
the  best  answers  submitted  in  a Contest 
Quiz.  Two  quiz  questions  are  submitted 
with  each  installment.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  12-week  period,  the  answers  will  be 
checked  and  prizes  awarded  on  the  basis 
of  correctness  and  neatness.  Question- 
naires were  distributed  at  the  opening  of 
the  serial. 

This  plan  of  quiz  questions  on  each  in- 
stallment was  worked  out  by  A1  Gregg, 
publicity  man  for  Republic  in  Ohio. 


Rochester — An  inducement  and  diver- 
tisment  instituted  by  Lester  Pollock,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s,  for  Monday  afternoon  pa- 
trons. The  above  illustrates  the  lobby 
setup.  There  are  forms  which  the  patrons 
fill  out  and  leave  with  a 3-cent  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  for  the  attendant. 


New  London,  Ohio — J.  O.  Guthrie,  owner 
and  operator  of  the  Karolyn  Theatre,  has 
a very  well-defined  idea  that  the  owner 
of  a theatre  in  a small  town  occupies  a 
responsible  position  in  the  community  and 
that  it  is  his  job  to  bring  his  theatre  into 
focus  with  community  life. 

Just  how  this  shall  be  done  depends  upon 
the  town,  the  theatre  and  the  man. 

Guthrie  has  chosen  the  speaker’s  ros- 
trum as  his  stepping  stone  into  com- 
munity affairs.  He  recently  addressed  the 
Civic  Organization  of  Vermilion.  His  topic 
was  “Methods  of  Stimulating  Business,” 
and  his  theory  is  that  the  merchants  and 
the  theatre  owners  of  the  smaller  towns 
should  cooperate  to  attract  people  of  the 
outside  districts. 

The  American  way  of  freedom  and  vol- 
untary cooperation  is  stressed  in  the 
speeches  of  Guthrie,  emphasizing  the  im- 
portance of  keeping  free  from  all  types  of 
propaganda  that  might  even  remotely  en- 
croach on  anyone’s  freedom.  This  week 
Guthrie  speaks  in  Northfield,  Greenwich 
and  again  in  Vermilion.  These  talks  have 
been  so  enthusiastically  received  that 
Guthrie  suggests  other  exhibitors  follow 
his  example  “to  create  a better  under- 
standing between  the  public  and  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry.” 


The  letters  are  then  mailed  to  Mme. 
LeNine  Hollywood  who  analyzes  respective 
handwriting  specimens  and  mails  infor- 
mation direct  to  those  desiring  same. 
On  the  first  Monday,  Loew’s  was  swamped 
with  356  requests.  The  attendant,  in  cap 
and  gown,  handles  all  questions. 


Free  Handwriting  Analysis  Popular — 
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Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


EASY  TIME-PAYMENTS  ON  THEATRE 
EQUIPMENT  AT  S.O.S.  Send  for  free 
Catalog  and  Buy  Now!  Plan  open  to  re- 
liable exhibitors.  Write  S.O  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


$1.99  BUYS  THIS  PAIR  OF  ACES; 
Richardson’s  5th  Edition  “Blue  Book  of 
Projection,”  and  Sloane’s  “Motion  Picture 
Projection.”  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


SIMPLEX  PROJECTORS:  $125.00  each, 
with  sound  heads — good  condition.  Hert- 
ner  Generator — 20-40  amp.  with  control 
panel — 220V  3 Phase  like  new.  $100.00. 
John  Sherman,  514-12th  St.,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 


WANT  35mm  Movie  Camera  and  tripod. 
Have  16mm  cameras  for  sale.  P.  C. 
Shafer,  Washington,  Ind. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

^^TUNES'^ 


TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave,,  Chicago^  IIIJ 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  HI. 


500  GOOD  VENEER  CHAIRS  for  sale 
at  50c  each.  Also  upholstered  seats  at 
bargain  prices.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons 
Co.,  2159  S.  Kinnickinnic  Ave.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 


HERE  ARE  SEATS  YOU  CAN’T  BEAT! 
16,743  Veneer,  Upholstered  Theatre  Chairs, 
good  used  condition  from  75c.  Write 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


AR'nPICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


ACCOUNTING  SYSTEMS 


BRYSON  THEATRE  RECORD  LEDGER. 
Stop  guess  work  with  this  easy  complete 
system.  Prepaid  for  $3.00  check.  George 
Fosdick,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  roUs,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — Operating  rights  on  three 
theatres  in  Middletown,  Conn.  “Closed 
town.”  Population  and  drawing  power 
about  50,000.  Internal  corporate  friction 
requires  public  sale  on  April  11  at  Capitol 
'Theatre,  Main  Street,  Middletown,  at  2 
P.  M.  Appraisal  value  for  Court — $93,000. 
Terms  upon  request.  William  L.  Hadden, 
Receiver,  129  Church  St.,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 


THEATRES  WANTED 


THEATRE  WANTED — Small  town  in 
Texas,  Kansas  or  Missouri.  Send  full  par- 
ticulars with  price.  B-1091,  Boxoffice, 
4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


WAN'TED — To  buy  or  lease  theatre  in 
Indiana  or  Hlinois.  B-1089,  Boxoffice, 
4704  E.  9th  St..  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST— At  liberty;  depend- 
able and  reliable;  go  anywhere,  including 
South  America;  good  references.  B-1090, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


PROJECTIONIST — 12  years’  experience. 
Sober,  reliable,  appreciate  decent  job. 
P.  O.  Box  No.  173,  Canton,  Tex. 


PROJECTIONIST  OR  MANAGER— Ef- 
ficient in  both,  long  experience.  B-1081, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues.).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER'*  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo, 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 


CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


(Don't  forget  to  count  words  in  name  and  address  that  is  to  appear  in  the  ad). 
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• Address  copy  to  BOXOITICK,  4704  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedinir  publication  date. 
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Alphabetical  Index 


TO  THE 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


Hooklna 


A GUIDE  T 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dee.  34  9028 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden  (\VB).  321 
Affairs  of  Annabel  (ItKO) 

July  16  902 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Ansrels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO) 

Oct.  32  908 

Arizona  I.egion  (KKO)  Jan.  14..  983 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  939 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8.3806 
Arrest  Bulldog-  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  26 3812 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

5 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para) 3863 

Beauty  for  the  Asking  (KKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Billy  the  Kid  Keturns  (Kep) 

Sept.  3 851 

Black  Bandit  (Univ)  Nov.  5.... 3051 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 9011 

Btondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col)... 

Boy  Meets  Girl  (WB)  July  30  . . 303 

Bo.v'  Slaves  (KKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Bo.vs  Town  (M-G-M)  Sept.  10.  . . 903 
Breaking  the  Ice  (RKO)  Sei>t.  3 845 
Broadwa.v  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  29  368 

Brother  Rat  (FN)  Oct.  22 355 

Burn  ’Em  ITp  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 
California  Frontier  (Col) 

Dec.  24  8206 

Campus  Confessions  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3802 

Carefree  (KKO)  Sept.  3 837 

Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat’l) 

reissue  

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  34 928 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  917 

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29....  313 
Citadel,  'I’he  (M-G-M)  Oct.  39..  909 

Colorado  Trail  (Col)  Nov.  5 8208 

Come  On  Rangers  (Kep)  Dee.  3..  818 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN) 

Dec.  17  370 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  11.3832 
Cowbo.v  and  the  I,ady  (UA) 

Nov.  20  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col) 

May  7 9021 

D 

Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Oct.  29  230 

Dark  Rapture  (Cniv)  Oct.  15.... 3041 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 303 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 313 

Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 3818 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Kep) 805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fo.x) 

Oct.  15  920 

Dramatie  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  15  915 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 3854 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 


Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 


Durango  Valley  Raiders  (Kep).. 7128 

E 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feh.  11 301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 3032 

F 

Fast  and  Uoose  (M-G-M) 924 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep) 

Jan.  14  830 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Kep) 

Jan.  21  808 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (KKO) 844 

Five  of  a King  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9026 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  3 914 

Flying  Irishman  (KKO) 


Forged  Passport  (Kep)  Feb.  11.. 
Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20..  .353 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  921 


Four’s  a Crowd  (WB)  July  30...  306 
Freshman  Year  (Univ)  Aug.  27.. .3035 

Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  335 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col) 9212 

Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26.... 3856 
Fugitives  for  a Night  (KKO) 

Oct.  1 90.3 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24.  .3033 

Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 3818 

Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12.. 3801 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN) 

July  30  358 

Ghost  Town  Kiders  (Univ) 30.54 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-5I)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29.  . 369 

Girls’  School  (Col)  Oct.  1 8013 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 359 

Great  Man  A’otes  (KKO)  Jan.  14  913 
Great  AValtz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  13..  908 

Guilty  Trails  (Univ)  3052 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Giiiiga  Din  (KKO)  Jan.  38 912 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 .310 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dec.  17  362 
Higgins  Family  (Kep)  Sept.  10.. 7015 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Dec.  10  30.36 

Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  17  907 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Kei)) 

Feb.  11  842 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11.9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-.M)  Feb.  4 922 

Honor  of  the  West  (Univ) 3055 

I 

I Am  a Convict  (Kei>) 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3813 
I Am  the  Daw  (Col)  Aug.  27.... 8005 
I Stand  Accused  (Kep)  Oct.  22..  806 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  920 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1....3810 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5.  . .3809 

In  Earl.v  Arizona  (Col) 9311 

In  Old  Mexico  (Para)  Aug.  6...  3855 
Inside  Story  (20th-Fox) 


I 

Jesse  James  (.^Oth-Fox)  Jan.  21..  921 
Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th- 

Fox)  Nov.  5 915 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  17...802G 

K 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  24...  923 
Kin^r  of  Alcatia/  (Para)  Oct.  8.  .3804 

Kiiiff  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Kin^  of  the  Arena  (Univ)  reissue. 3059 

King-  of  the  Sierras  (GN) 231 

Kintr  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

Ead.v  Ob.jects  (Col)  8015 

Uad.v  A’anishes  (AVB)  Oct.  15... 8010 
last  Express  (l^niv)  Oct.  22.... 3028 
East  AVarning  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3037 
Daw  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29.8285 
Daw  AVest  of  Tombstone  (RKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

Uawless  A' alley  (KKO)  Nov.  5.  . . 981 
Uet  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M).... 

Let  Us  Dive  (Col) 

Uisten  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  23..  904 

Uittle  Adventuress  (Col) 9020 

Eittle  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  .3  3814 

little  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

Uittle  Princess  (20th-Fox) 932 

I.ittle  Tough  Gii.vs  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  26 3011 

Done  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 9213 

Done  AA’oll  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

Jan.  28  9014 

Uong  Shot  (GN)  Deo.  31 313 

Dove  Affair  (KKO) 916 


M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (KKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Alan  to  Remember  (KKO)  Oct.  8 905 


Alan  AVith  100  Faces  (GB) 

Nov.  19  8008 

Alarie  Antoinette  (M-G-AI) 

July  30  845 

Men  With  AAings  (Para)  Oct.  29. .3808 

Alexicali  Kid  (Alono)  Sept.  10... 3741 

Air.  Doodle  Kicks  Oft  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  904 


Air.  Aloto’s  East  AVarning 

(20th-Fox)  936 

Air.  Along,  Detective  (Alono) 

Oct.  8 3804 

Aly  Eucky  Star  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  3 90.5 

AI.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (C<d)  .... 
Alysterious  Aliss  X (Kep)  Jan.  21  809 
Al.vsterious  Air.  Aloto  (20th-Fox) 

June  4 913 

Al.vsterious  Kider  (Para)  Sept.  24.3807 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)  . . . 319 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Navy  Secrets  (Alono) 3805 

Newsbo.vs  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  28.. 3015 
Next  Time  I Alarry  (KKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

Night  Hawk  (Kep)  Oct.  1 817 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col) 9038 

o 

Off  the  Record  (AVB)  Jan.  38...  314 

Oklahoma  Kid  (FN) 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Orage  (Tri-Nat’l)  

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Kep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  AA'est  AA’ith  the  Hardys 

(AI-G-AI)  Nov.  26  913 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Kep) . . 862 

P 

Pacific  Einer  (KKO)  Dec.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) . . 931 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 3821 

Peck’s  Bad  Bo.v  AA’ith  the  Circus 

(KKO)  Nov.  26 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l) . . . 
Personal  Secretar.v  (Univ) 

Oct.  15  3034 

Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Gold  (Col)  Nov.  26 8213 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 30.56 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) .3053 

Prairie  Aloon  (Rep)  Oct.  29 7107 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Kep)  Jan.  28.  823 

R 

Red  River  Range  (Kep) 864 

Renegade  Ranger  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  884 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Kep) 

Nov.  26  7108 

Hide  a Crooked  Alile  (Para) 

Dec.  10  ,3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.AV1-3 
Rio  Grande  (Col)  9202 


Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  27.  918 
Road  to  Keno  (Univ)  Sept.  3.... 3017 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col)  . 


Room  Service  (KKO)  Sept.  17.  . 901 

Rolling  AA'estward  (Alono) 3863 

Risky  Business  (Univ) 

s 

St.  Eoiiis  Blues  (Para)  ,Ian.  28.. 3822 

Saint  Strikes  Back  (KKO) 918 

Safet.v  in  Numbers  (20th-Fox) 

Aug.  13  906 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Kep) 

Dec.  17  86.3 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26.3813 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3022 

Sergeant  Madden  (AI-G-M) 

Service  DeEuxe  (Univ)  Oct.  23.. .3013 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24  916 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Aloon  (Kep) . . 852 
Shining  Hour  (AI-G-AI)  Nov.  19..  912 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (Para) 

Aug.  13  3801 

Sisters,  The  (AA'B)  Oct.  8 302 

Sky  Pirate  (Alono) 


Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 


Societ.v  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Alono) 

Jan.  14  .3861 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

•Ian.  21  

Sons  of  the  Eegion  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3803 

Spawn  of  the  North  (Para) 

Aug.  27  3750 

Speed  to  Burn  (20th-Fox) 

June  11  901 

Spring  Aladness  (AI-G-AI) 

Nov.  26  911 

Stablemates  (AI-G-AI)  Oct.  8....  906 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (AI-G-AI) 

Jan.  7 918 

Star  Reporter  (Alono) 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (Alono) 

Sept.  34  3859 


(2katt 
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Storm,  The  (Univ) 3016 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Kep)  Nov.  19  807 
Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(30th-Fox)  Oct.  1 911 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Aleade  (Col) 

Oct.  29  9022 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10.  . .3035 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept,  24  8284 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

.Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  23 913 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Alono) . .3862 

Sunset  Aliirder  Case  (GN) 345 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (AV'B) 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Alono) 

reissue  3827 

Sweethearts  (AI-G-Al)  Dec.  24...  910 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dec.  17  3021 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3026 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  935 

Tarnished  Angel  (KKO)  Oct.  29.  907 

Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (Kep) 

Aug.  27  7025 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col) 

July  30  9050 

Texas  Stampede  (Col)  9204 

Thanks  for  Everything  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

Thanks  for  the  Alemory  (Para) 

Nov.  13  3811 

'I'bat  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct.  8.2007 
There  Goes  Aly  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  Woman  Again 

(Col)  Dec.  17  9000 


They  Alade  Ale  a Criminal  (W’B) 

Jan.  7 307 

39  Steps,  The  (GB)  reissue 8009 

Three  I.oves  Has  Nancy  (AI-G-AI) 

Sept.  3 901 

Three  Alusketeers  (20thi-Fox) 

Feb.  11  927 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow'  Up 

(Univ)  

Thundering  West  (Col)  9203 

Time  Out  for  Alurder  (20th-Fox) 

July  3 908 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 326 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24  3816 

To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (AI-G-AI) 

Sept.  17  903 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torch.v  Gets  Her  Alan  (WB) 

Oct.  15  318 

'I'orchy  in  Chinatow'n  (FN) 371 

Touchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

Tough  Kid  (Alono)  Jan.  14 3819 

Trade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  31 

Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21....W1-13 

Trigger  Smith  (Alono) 3854 

12  Crowded  Hours  (KKO) 917 

u 

Uiuler  the  Bigr  Top  (Mono) 3811 

Fp  the  River  (/JOtli-Fox)  Nov.  IZ  924 

V 

A’acation  From  Eove  (AI-G-AI) 

Oct.  8 905 

Valle.v  of  the  Giants  (WB) 

Sept.  24  305 

W 

ll’anted  by  the  Poliee  (Alono) 

Oct.  1 3817 

Hater  Rustlers  (GN)  AVl-1 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9201 

AVestern  Jamboree  (Kep)  Dec.  34  841 
AVhere  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Alono) 

Oct.  29  .3860 

While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox)  Oct.  23  923 

AA’ife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20tli)- 

Fox)  930 

AA’ild  Horse  Canyon  (Alono) 

Jan.  7 .3852 

AA'ings  of  the  Nav.v  (AA’B)  Jan.  21 
AA'oman  Doctor  (Kep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

Y 

Yes,  Aly  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11  ,357 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Alan  (Univ)  

You  Can’t  Take  It  AVith  You 

(Col)  Sept.  .3  9101 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (AI-G-AI) 

Oct.  23  907 

A'oung  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12.. 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ) 

Oct.  1 3012 

z 

Zaza  (Para)  Jan.  7 3819 
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Numerals  Following  Titles  are 
Kiinning  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otlierwise  Speeified. 

^Indicates  short  of  the  week, 
gilndieates  color. 


Columbia 

AUU-STAK  COBIEDIES 

Halfway  to  Hollywood  <17%).. July  1 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  (18)  ..  .Aug.  19 
jMutiny  on  the  Body 

(..)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A Ua  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  Sly  L,a\vyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Sivingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) . . .Oct.  28 
COUOR  RHAPSODIES 

Holljwood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  ( . . ) Dec.  23 

I.ittle  Slatch  Girl  (re-sale) 

(SVs)  Dec.  16 

UIttle  Sloth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Slidnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  ( . . ) . .Jan.  26,  ’39 

Poor  Elmer  (7)  July  22 

Poor  IJttle  Butterfly  (8) July  4 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)...  Feb.  24,  ’39 

COUOR  TOUR 

Big  Town  (New  York)  (..)..  Dec.  2 
COUUStBIA  TOUR 
Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  .Nov.  4 
Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COSISIUNITY  SING 
No.  10  ( 9) — Patriotic  Songs.  . . Jnl.v  4 

No.  11(10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  ( . . ) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  .Tan.  27, ’39 

No.  6 Sloon  Songs  (..)..  .Feb.  24.  ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Gym  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krar.y’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  ..Tan.  27. ’39 
Kra^y’s  Travel  .Squawks  (7) . ..Tuly  4 
The  Uone  Mountle  (6) Dec.  10 

SPORT  REEUS 

Athletic  Youth  (10) .luly  29 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Fistic  Fnn  (9V4)  .Inly  1 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (..)...  .Tan.  6. ’39 
King  Vulture  (10)  Special ..  .Dec.  23 
Ski  Rh.ythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1 ( . . ) Jan.  15,  ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

City  Slicker  (dVs)  July  22 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(..)  Jan.  13, ’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  11  (10)  .Tilly  8 

No.  12  (10)  July  29 

tSeries  18) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2(10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4 (101  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  .Tan.  6. ’39 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

STntts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Uittle  Sew  and  Sews 

(..)  .Ian.  6. ’39 

Three  STissing  Uinks  (18)  . . . ..Iiily  29 
A’iolent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

AVASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

( . .)  .Ian.  6. ’.39 


Educational 

fDistrlbuted  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Elira  Rons  Again  (..) Jnlv  29 

Alilk  for  Baby  17) .Inly  8 

Sirs.  0’I.eary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 


TRE.ASURE  CHEST 
AVo  Live  in  Two  AVorlds  ( . . ) . .July  22 


Grand  National 

C.\A  AUCADE  OF  STUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CRISIE  DOESN’T  PAY 

They’re  Always  Caught  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

AA  rong  AVay  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  6 

AAhat  a Lion  (9) .July  16 

FITZPATRICK  TKAA’EUTAI.KS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Egypt  (9) .Tan.  21, '39 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 

Irniierial  Delhi  (..) Feb.  18 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)... Oct.  29 
Sladeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Paris  on  Parade  (9) July  9 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  SrYS'TERIES 

iSBravest  of  the  Brave  (11).. Aug.  6 
Tlie  Sian  on  the  Rock  (11) ..  .Sept.  3 
Strange  Glory  (11) July  2 

SIINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Slen  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

lee  .Antics  (..) Feb.  11 

Sliracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11) . . . Nov.  12 

Streamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

'ciie.y  I.ive  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

Tracking  the  .Sleeping  Death 

(10)  July  9 

SIUSICAL  COSIEDIES 

Dream  of  Love  (17) .Ian.  28 

It’s  in  the  .Stars  (19) July  30 

Gay  college  yarn  w'lth  Eleanor 
Lynn,  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
Weston. 

Slen  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Lightly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 


Dixie  Dunbar. 

'The  Slagiclan’s  Daughter 

(18)  July  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 

SI-G-SI  C.AKTOONS  IN  SEPIA 
(New  Series) 

Slama’s  New  Hat  (..) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8, ’39 


M-G-M  NEAYS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COSIEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Little  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Slen  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1 (10)  Oct.  15 

New'  Roadwa.vs  (..) Jan.  28 

PETE  SSHTH  SPECIAL'TIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OFisticuffs  (9)  Aug.  27 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 


Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

Heroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

OHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct,  22 

Sian’s  Greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 
©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How'  to  AVatch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 
OHow  to  Raise  a Baby  (9)...  July  2 

Slental  Poise  (8)  Dec,  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Bu7.zy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Bu77.y  Boop  (7)  July  22 

Sly  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  AVlth  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . .Aug.  12 
Sally  Sw'ing  (7) Oct.  14 

COLOR  CLASSICS 

.All’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7) Aug.  26 

Alwa.vs  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

'Tlie  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  . Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New'  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Slemories  (10) . .Jan.  27 
Blexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HE.ADLINER 

.A  Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Bnsse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11)  . . . Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Sloments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Aug.  6 
Phil  Spltalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Slusic  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  .3, ’.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

Queens  of  the  Air  (10) July  8 

Vincent  Lopez  and  his  orchestra. 
Benay  Venuta,  Hollace  Shaw,  Jean 
Ellington,  Betty  Hutton  and  Nan 
Wynn. 

P.AR.ASIOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 
P.AR.AGRAPHICS 

Slildewed  Slelodramas  (11) . . .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 

(9)  Oct.  14 

Silver  SlUlions  (10) July  15 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Aug.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  12(10)  Julyl 

Gigantic  farming — Streaming  scen- 
ery— a day  In  a dog’s  life. 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

Tropical  trophies;  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony. 


horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 
Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 


Cops  Is  .^ways  Right  (7)...  Dec.  30 


Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct,  21 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  6 (10)  July  8 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2(11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8).  July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Airboppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  In  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a juntplng  contest. 

Horseshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  world’s  champion  horse- 
shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  'Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

placing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

■Sporting  Test  (10)  Aug.  5 

' niestlon  answers  In  the  field  of 
sport  supplied  by  Ted  Huslng. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPA’nONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  5 

«SNo.  2 (10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 


Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13,  ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  26 

Good  Scouts  (8)  July  8 

.Merbabies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  'Trappers  (8) June  17, ’38 

Practical  Pig  (..) Feb.  24, ’39 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

The  Whalers  (8) Aug.  19 

EDGAR  KENNEDl  t tl.M EDIE." 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 


Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  oft  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Picketing  for  Love  (17) June  3 

Betty  Jane  Rhodes,  Joe  Morrison, 
Phyllis  Kennedy,  Jack  Carson  and 
Barbara  Bedford. 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Flo  Rlto  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
celllno. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’39 

LEON  ERROL  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’39 

Major  Difficnltie.s  (19) Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

The  Jitters  (19) Julyl 

The  wife’s  yen  for  dancing  sets 
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Errol  off  on  a Jag  which  ends  in 
a rousing  finale. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1 (SO)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
"Heaven  on  the  Hudson.” 

No.  2(18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3(20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  28 

Uncle  Sam^ — The  Good  Neighbor. 

^No.  6 (18)  Dee.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  12  (!'?)  July  8 

Work,  training  and  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

No.  13  (19)  Ang.  6 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATtAS  MUSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  83 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kldoodlers. 

Carnival  Show  (10) June  24 

Clyde  Hager,  Jan  Peerce,  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10) July  15 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rh.vthim 

(10)  Feb.  IL  ’39 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marlon  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Reillys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  00, ’39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10)  ..  .Sept.  2 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11)  . . . . Nov.  23 

PATHB  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PATHB  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 


^No.  6 Count  of  Ten  (9) . . . . June  17 
Development  of  the  Golden  Gloves. 

No.  7 (10)  Ang.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FTASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 


The  Photographer  (15)  . .June  17, ’38 
A candid  camera  bug  runs  Into 
difficulties  over  a picture. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 

Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHB  SPORTSCOPE 


Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

4^Deep  End  (10) Oct.  7 


Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9)  . . . Sept.  19 
Fishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

Flying  Feathers  (9) June  24 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Ang.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

RAT  WHITLET  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 


A Western  Welcome  (18)  . . . .Sept.  9 
Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

RBELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Snbrnarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

'Trans- America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Dally  Diet  of  Danger  ( 10)  . Jan,  6,  ’39 

Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Recording  Modem  Science 

(10)  .Aug.  19 


ED  THORGEKSBN-SPOKTS 


Athletic  Oddities  ( . . ) Nov.  11 

Tlioroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) ........ .Oct.  28 

Sliooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Hunting  Dogs  ( . . ) Mar.  3,  ’39 

FASHIONS 

^Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  1 

(11)  Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 
iJSFashion  Forecasts,  No.  2 

(11)  Dec.  23 

Winter  styles. 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(..)  Mar.  31, ’39 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Reieased  twice  weekiy. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  2 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’.39 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) ..  .Oct.  14 

M.vstic  Siam  (..) Mar.  17, ’39 

Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

Frozen  Feet  (..)  Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gand.v  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (,.)  Mar.  10 

Gandj-  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

( . . ) Dec.  30 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©Nutt.v  Network  ( . . > Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  tiie  Niek 

of  Time  (..)  Jan.  27 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

’The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

'The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©'file  'Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 


Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 
No.  51  (10) 

No.  52  ( 9) 

No.  53  ( 9) 

No.  54  ( 9) 

No.  55  ( 9) 

No.  56  ( 9) 

No.  57  ( 9) 

No.  59  (9) 

No.  60  (10) 

LANTZ  CARTUNES 
Magic  Beans  (7) Feb.  13 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19%) Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Im.ogene  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) July  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

Music  and  Flowers  (19) June  15 

Block  &.  Sully,  Peg  Leg  Bates, 
Royal  Swedish  Bell  Ringers, 
Stearnes  & Anavan. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Pwtio  Xerenadr  (17) ...Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17y2) Oct.  12 

Stars  and  Stripes  (17) July  6 

Ed  East,  Ralph  Dumke,  Ada 
Brown  and  Carl  Freed’s  Harmon- 
ica Band. 


June  3 

. . . .June  27 
. . . . Aug.  22 

Sept.  12 

Oct.  3 

Nov.  14 

Nov.  28 

Jan.  30,  ’39 
Feb.  20,  ’39 


OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Aug.  1 

Cheese  Nappers  (7) July  4 

Ghost  Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  6 

Happy  Scouts  (7) June  20 

Nellie,  The  Indian  Chief’s 

Daughter  (7)  June  6 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oct.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

'The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

Voodoo  Harlem  (7) July  18 

STRANGER  'THAN  FICTION 

No.  51  (9)  June  6 

No.  52(9)  June  20 

No.  53  (9)  Ang.  29 

No.  54  (9)  Sept.  19 

No.  55  (9%)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Sophomore  Swing  (19) ..  .Jan.  21, '39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

'The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 

Toyiand  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 
The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10) ..  .Aug.  27 
Isles  of  Enchantment 

(10)  July  23,  ’38 

Long  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  3 

LOONEY  'TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Porky  in  Wackyland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Party  (7)  June  26 

Porky’s  Spring  Planting  (7) . .July  16 
The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39  , 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 
Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10) . Jan.  21, ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  '39 
Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happ.v  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dec.  3 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ra.v  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30, ’38 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  Jul.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modem  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 
Ham-Ateur  Night  (7)  . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 
Johnn.v  Smith  & Poker  Hnntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

The  Major  Lied  'Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Deo.  31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  5 


©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  11  (10)  July  9, ’38 

Bakelite — Greyhounds — Perfume. 

No.  12(..)  Aug.  13 

Hoi  iy  wood — Scuiiing — Furs. 

PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Rainbow’s  End  (20) July  2, ’38 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30,  ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Roseiia  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  '39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brash  (9) ........ .Nov.  19 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 
My  Pop  (22) July  16, ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETUES 

Itise  and  Sing  (21) June  25, ’38 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) ..  .Aug.  27 

Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..)..  Nov.  19 
Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10)..  Aug.  6 


Louis  Prima. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Sid  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Fighting  Judge  (12) July  2 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . . Jan.  7, ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (12)  . . . .Dec.  10 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island . . . Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22, ’38-’39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crlmedom’s  most 
amazing  character  impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  Is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

15  Cliapters  — Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The..  May  28 
12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 


Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dee.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brix,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  June  5, ’.88 


With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  6 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Withers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 
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Drama  8006 

I Am  the  Law  (99) 

Edw.  G.  Robinson 

Wendy  Barrie:  R-Aug.  27 

1^  Western  8213 

Phantom  Gold  (56) 

Jack  Luden  R — Nov.  26 

|~^  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Lady  Objects  (67) 

Lanny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 

Western  8208 

Colorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  5 

[l^  Melodrama  8020 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  Hayworth 

R— Sept.  17 

|22|  Western  8284 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(56) 

Buck  Jones 

R — Sept.  24 

Drama  80is[ 

Girls’  School  (73)  1 

A.  Shirley-R.  Bellamy  I 

R — Oct.  1 4 

|29]  Comedy  9101 

y You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
Voii  (127)  J.  Arthur 

J.  Stewart;  R — Sept.  17 
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Western  231 

King  of  the  Sierras  (60) 
With  Rex,  the 

Wonder  Horse 

g Melodrama  230 

Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  29 

1 

i 

^ Drama  845 

Marie  Antoinette  (157) 
Norma  Shearer 

Tyrone  Power 

R— Sept.  17 

Comedy  901 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy 
(69) 

J.  Gaynor-R.  Montgom’y 

R — Sept.  3 

1^  Comedy  Drama  903 
QBoys  Town  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickey  Rooney 

R — Sept.  10 

[isl  Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 

R — Sept.  17 

1 

[30|  Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65)' 
D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R— Oct.  8 

|3l]  Drama  3811 

Under  the  Big:  Top  (81) 
(For.  Circus  Comes  to 
Town) 

Marjorie  Main 

Ann  Nagel 

Western  3859 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (59) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Sept.  24 

[ii]  Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (56) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Sept.  10 

Melodrama  3817 

Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R — Oct.  1 

! 

i 

Action  Drama  3750 
Spawn  of  the  North  (113) 
George  Raft 

Dorothy  Lamour 

Henry  Fonda 

R — Aug.  27 

U]  Com.  with  Music  3801 
Sing,  You  Sinners  (90) 
Bing  Crosby 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — ^Aug.  13 

Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 
(Hopalong  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

|l^  Drama  2803 

Sons  of  the  Legion  (60) 
Lynne  Overman 

Billy  Lee 

R — Sept.  17 

g Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Lulsetti 

R — Sept.  17 

Melodrama  3804 1 

King  of  Alcatraz  (57)  j 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Oct.  8 

1 

^ Action  Drama  7025 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (B6) 
Bruce  Cabot;  R-Aug.  27 
Beverly  Roberts 

P]  Western  7128 

Durango  Valley  Raiders 
(56) 

Bob  Steele 

g Comedy  Drama  7015 
The  Higgins  Family  (64) 
(For.  Home  Sweet  Home) 
The  Gleason  Family 

R— Sept.  10 

1^  Western  851 

Billy  the  Kid  Returns 

(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R — Sept.  3 

Western  862 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(55) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

|25|  Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (68) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— Oct.  29 

|T1  Melodrama  817  i 

Night  Hawk  (63)  ’ 

B.  Livingston- J.  Travis  i 
R — Oct.  1 

1^  Com.  with  Music  845 
Breaking  the  Ice  (82) 
Bobby  Breen 

Irene  Dare 

R — Sept.  3 

1^  Musical  Comedy  837 
Carefree  (83) 

Ginger  Rogers 

Fred  Astaire 

R — Sept.  3 

[~^  Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakie 

R — July  16 

^ Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 

R— Sept.  17 

g Melodrama  803 

Fugitives  for  a Night 

(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R — Oct.  1 

|30]  Comedy  90^ 

Room  .Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 

R— Sept.  17 

! 

Action  Drama  904 
Speed  to  Bom  (60) 
Michael  Whalen 

Dynn  Bari 

R — June  11 

1^  Comedy  Drama  905 
My  Lucky  Star  (84) 

Sonja  Henie 

Richard  Greene 

R — Sept.  3 

|~^  Comedy  Drama  906 
Safety  in  Numbers  (55) 
Jones  Family 

R — Aug.  13 

^ Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Sept.  17 

Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — July  2 

i 

^ Musical  911  I 

Straight,  Place  and  Show) 

(65) 

Ritz  Bros. -Ethel  Merman  1 
R Oct.  1 ,1 

11 

|l 

|30]  Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerie  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6 

1 

j 

[2^  Exploitation  Adven. 

Dark  Rapture  (79) 

Native  Cast;  R— -Oct.  15 
^ Western  Reissue  3059 

King  of  the  Arena  (60) 
Ken  Maynard 

Comedy  Drama  3035 
Freshman  Year  (68) 

Dixie  Dunbar 

Ernest  Truex 

R— Aug.  27 

1^  Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 

R — Oct.  15 

lie]  Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R — Nov.  B 

Comedy  Drama  3012 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  ( 78 ) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R— Oct.  1 

^ Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 

R — Sept.  3 

1 

) 

g Com.  Drama  1\TJ303 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (80) 
Cagmey-O’Brien 

Com.  Drama  WB213 
Four’s  a Crowd  (95) 

Errol  Flynn 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — July  30 

Drama  FN365 

Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Francis 

R^Oct.  22 

[i^  Drama  VVB305 

©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R — Sept.  17 

g Drama  FN3.59 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  20 

Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O’Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R— July  30 

! 

n 

o 

UJ 

< 

ma 

u« 

u 

|l^  Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 

Drama  Tri-Natj4| 

Orage  (..)  I| 

Chas.  Boyer  1 

Michele  Morgan  1 

|"f]  Comedy  Tri-Natl 

Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . r 
(Reissue) 

Franceise  Rosay 

Melodrama  GB8008 
Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 

Lilli  Palmer;  R-Nov.  19 
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; OCTOBER  8 

OCTOBER  15 

OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12  | 

[~5]  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 

Western  9201 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R— Dec.  24 

[l^  Action  Drama  9026 
Fligrht  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 

Jacqueline  Wells 

|7i)  Action  Drama  9020 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
|7i|  Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

Western  9211 

In  Early  Arizona  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

[ijj  Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 

(65) 

James  Dunn 

Glenda  Gray 

R — Sept.  17 

Western  325 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

(28|  Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

[T|  Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

[7]  Comedy  Drama  906 
Stableinates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— Oct.  8 

Comedy  Drama  907 

Young-  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R — Oct.  22 

Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (75) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R— Oct.  22 

g Drama  909 

yThe  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

[T]  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

R — Nov.  12 

[xi|  Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

1^,  Melodrama  3804 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 

Evelyn  Brent 

R — c5ct.  8 

[lo|  Musical  Reissue 

Sweetlieart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Larry  Crabbe 

Western  3860 

Where  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 

fa]  Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

I't^  Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 

R— Oct.  1 

Comedy  Drama  3806 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 

R — Oct.  8 

Western  3807 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Sept.  24 

g Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
(2tMen  With  Wings  ( 1 0 B ) 
Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  29 

|~4~|  Melodrama  3809 

Illegal  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  5 

|ni  Historical  Drama  3810 

If  I Were  King  (101) 

Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R— Oct.  1 

[7]  Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

1^  Melodrama  806 

I Stand  Accused  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 

R — Oct.  22 

[5]  Western  7108 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle (5$) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— hNov.  26 

[7~|  Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patrio  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R— Nov.  19 

Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 

R — Sept.  10 

Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 

Anne  Shirley 

R — Oct.  8 

Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R— Oct.  15 

Igs]  Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Eilers 

Lee  Bowman 

R— ^Oct.  29 

pri  Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O’Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  6 

[ii]  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakie 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Oct.  22 

p7]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 

R — July  23 

Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 

R^Oct.  15 

Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 

R — June  4 

Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R— Oct.  22 

Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

[il]  Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Ag:e  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R — Oct.  8 

[l4j  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 

(84) 

P.  March-V.  Bruce 

R — Oct.  1 

^ Comedy  Drama 
Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

Comedy  Drama  3026 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 

Andy  Devine 

R — Nov.  19 

Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R— Oct.  22 

[2^  Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

[2^  Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 

Action  Drama  3028 
Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

[4]  Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
[4]  Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

[il]  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

[s]  Drama  FN368 

Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 

Marie  Wilson 

R — Oct.  29 

Drama  WB302 

The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R — Oct.  8 

Melodrama  FN369 
Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R — Oct.  29 

1^  Comedy  FN355 

Brother  Rat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R— Oct.  22 

[5]  Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

fT^  Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 

(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

|l^  Drama  Tri-Nat'l 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 
Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 

! 

1 

[Y]  Melodrama  GB8010 
Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 
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1 NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10 

DECEMBER  17 

DECEMBER  24  |. 

(l^  Action  Drama  9028 
Adventore  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

|~i]  Com.  M’drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

[30|  Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 

[8~|  Western  9202 

Bio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

[jH  Western  8206 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 

ll^  Drama  9022 

Strange  Case  of  Dr. 

Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt  R — Oct.  29 

^ Comedy  Mystery  900a 
There’s  That  Woman 
Again  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Virginia  Bruce 

R— Dec.  17 

Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

|l^  Drama  912 

Shining:  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Nov.  19 

[^  Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  West  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

[y[  Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 

Luise  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  1 0 

Drama  917 

Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kllburn 

R— Dec.  17 

[^  Comedy  Drama  916  ■ 
’The  Girl  Downstairs  (77)  ] 
(For.  The  Awakening  of  i 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 

Franclska  Gaal 

R- — -Dec.  31  1 

(iel  Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Nov.  19 

^ Melodrama  3818 

Gang:  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

[Yj  Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Jan.  14 

pi)  Drama  3812 

r Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 

Kay  Linaker 

R — Dec.  3 

[2^  Western  3852 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50)  [ 
(For.  Last  Outlaw)  | 

Jack  Randall  t 

R — Jan.  7 

[I^  Comedy  3811 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 

(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Mllland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillls 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Frances  Farmer 

Leif  Erikson 

R — Dec.  10 

[^  Western  3856 

Frontiersmen  (74) 

William  Boyd 

Evelyn  Venable 

R — Nov.  26 

^ Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O'Connor 

Billy  Cook  R — ‘Dec.  24  ' 

[ii]  Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (5  6) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Dec.  17 

^ Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

[Yj  Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R, — Dec.  24 

|Y]  Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R — Dec.  17 

g Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers  # 

[pj  Western  8521 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon  1 
(57)  1 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart  I 

Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  19 

^ Comedy  Drama  948 

Peck's  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R — Nov.  26 

|Y|  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Blllson 

R — Dec.  10 

[is]  Action  Drama  916 
Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  24 

Action  Drama  909 

Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

[Yj  Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R — Aug.  27 

[[g]  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — Nov.  12 

Comedy  Drama  920 

Dowti  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 
R_Oct.  15 

[p  Com.  with  Music  917 

Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Arleen  Whelan 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  10 

[l^  Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

p]  Action  Drama 

Trade  Winds  (94) 

Fredrlc  March  . 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  31  1 

i 

|25|  Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R— Nov.  19 

p^  Musical  3021 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R— Dec.  17 

p^  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 

p Action  Drama  3016  , 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — Jan.  28 

Com.  Drama  WT1318 
Torehy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R— Oct.  15 

[^  Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces 
(68) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

[^  Drama  FN370 

Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francls-John  Litel 

R — Dec.  17 

[lo|  Action  Drama  FN362 

©Heart  of  the  North 

(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 

R — Dec.  17 

1^  Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 

Basil  Rathbone 

R— Dec.  24 

[is]  Melodrama  GB8011 
The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-<3.  Taylor 

[l]  Musical  GB8012 

Asking  for  Trouble  ( . . ) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 

Michael  Redgrave 

Silas 

(f! 

Ralpl 

Fay 

F'J 
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A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


DECEMBER  31 

JANUARY  7 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 | 

Melodrama  9015 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring 

1 (63) 

1 Ralph  Bellamy 

Fay  Wray 
i R — Jan.  28 

[~^  Melodrama  9035 

Homicide  Bureau  (59) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 

R — Feb.  11 

Western  9203 

Thundering  West  (57) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcaniz 

1^  Melodrama  9014 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 

(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Lupine 

R — Jan.  28 

1 

1^  Western  WI-l 

Water  Rustlers  (54) 
Dorothy  Page 

Action  Drama  313 
Long  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — Dec.  31 

Western  WI-13 

Trigger  Pals  (55) 

Art  Jarrett 

Lee  Powell 

A1  St.  John 

R — Jan.  21 

Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (60) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R— Feb.  11 

1^  Western  WI-2 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (62) 
Dorothy  Page 

R— Jan.  28 

Western  S27 

Crashing  Through  ( . . ) 
(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newill 

Musical  Drama  910 
^Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 

R — Dec.  24 

Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Jan.  7 

[13]  Action  Drama  919 

Burn  *Em  Up  O’Connor 

(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

Drama  921 

Four  Girls  in  White  (70) 

F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — 'Jan.  28 
g Comedy  Drama  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (3  07) 
Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable  R — Feb.  4 

[ifl  Com.  with  Music  922 
Honolulu  (85) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

R— Feb.  4 

^ Melodrama  3819 

Tougrh  Kid  (61) 

P.  Darro-J.  Allen 

R — Jan.  14 

[l^  Melodrama  3822 

C<uivict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

R — Feb.  11 

Western  3854 

Drifting  Westward  (69) 
Jack  Randail 

[Y|  Action  Drama  3805 
Navy  vSecrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 
\Y\  Drama  Reissue  3828 
Little  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Ralph  Bellamy 

g Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 

Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 

R — Nov.  6 

|Y]  Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 

Gail  Patrick 

R — Jan.  14 

Drama  3819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

1^  Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 

|~^  Mus.  Romance  3822 

St,  Louis  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

g Melodrama  820 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 

R.  Livingston 

J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama  808 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds 
(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Jan.  21 

[lo]  Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

g Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

Action  Drama  914 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McDaglen 

Chester  Morris 

R— Dec.  31 

[i^  Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O'Brien 

R— Jan.  14 

[2^  Action  Drama  912 
Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 

R — Feb.  4 

Comedy  Drama  844 
rishennan’s  Wliarf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Feb.  4 

Action  Drama  923 
i^Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 

Richard  Greene 

R — ^Dec.  24 

1^  Action  Drama  922 
While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Oct.  22 

[p]  Action  Drama  928 

Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

Outdoor  Drama  921 
(^Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

|~3~|  Comedy  929 

Arizona  AVildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — ‘Nov.  12 

(2^  Drama 

Duke  ot  West  Point 
(106) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  24 

Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feb.  11 

[7]  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R — Feb.  11 

1^  Melodrama  3027 

Last  Warning  (63) 

Preston  Foster 

Frances  Robinson 

R — Dec.  10 

[l^  Horror  Drama  3004 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
|l^  Western  30.55 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 

B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

1^  Action  Drama  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 
Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

[3]  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

1^  Com.  with  Mus.  rN.3.59 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 

Anita  Louise 

R — Dec.  24 

pfj  Action  Drama  WB313 
DeviPs  Island  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 

Nedda  Harrigan 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Com.  Drama  WB307 
They  Made  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

g Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama  FNS'l 
Torchy  in  Chinatomi 

(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

j 
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1^  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

|lo]  Action  Drama  9038 

North  of  Shanghai  (59) 

B.  Purness-J.  Craig 

Action  Drama 

My  Son  Is  a Criminal 

(.  .) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells 

g Drama 

Let  TJs  Live  ( . . ) 

Henry  Fonda 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 
[n  Outdoor  Drama 
Komunee  of  the  Ked- 
u oods  ( . . ) 

C.  Bickford-J.  Parker 

[j]  Comedy 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(.  .) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Dake 

Western  9213 1 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (56)  m 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

[lo]  WTestern  328 

To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 

[lo]  Comedy  Drama  923 

Huckleberry  Finn  ( . . ) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  ( . . ) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

1^  Drama  With  Music 

Let  Freedom  Ring  ( . . ) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

[3]  925 

lee  Follies  of  1939  ( . . ) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

|lo|  Action  Drama 
Sergeant  Madden  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

[Y]  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(53) 

Tex  Ritter 

^ Action  Drama 

Star  Reporter  ( . . ) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 

|Y]  Western  3863 

Rolling  Westward  (..) 

Tex  Ritter 

Action  Drama 

Sky  Pirate  ( . . ) 

John  Trent 

^ Western  3854 

Trigger  Smith  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

R — Jan.  28 

Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 

I24]  Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

|24|  Drama  3825 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erikson 

R— Feb.  11 

[Yj  Drama 

Cafe  Soeiety  (S3) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Feb.  11 

[lo]  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

Melodrama 

King  of  Chinatown  ( . . ) 

Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (65) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb  4 

[l0|  Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (58) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 
li — Feb.  11 

[l^  Melodrama 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R — Feb.  11 

Melodrama 

I Am  a Convict  ( . . ) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

[lo]  Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaves  (71) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

[it]  Drama  916 

Love  Affair  ( . . ) 

C.  Boyer-Irene  Dunne 

^ Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 

(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — Jan.  28 

|~3^  Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Hours  (••) 

Richard  Dix 

Lucille  Ball 

Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 

(.  .) 

Geo.  Sanders 

Wendy  Barrie 

Action  Drama  919 

Flying  Irishman  ( . . ) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

Paul  Kelly 

Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R— Feb.  4 

Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 

The  Three  Musketeers 

(72) 

Ritz  Bros. -Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

Action  Drama  931 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Bari-G.  Williams 

Drama  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 

Friend  ( . . ) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (..) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

^ Com.  with  Music  932 
0Little  Princess  ( . . ) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

Western  3056 

Phantom  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

[l^  Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  ( . . ) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

g Drama 

So<*iety  Smugglers  (..) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 
Preston  Foster 

Irene  Hervey 

|~3~|  Action  Drama 

Risky  Business  ( . . ) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

[l^  Com.  with  Music 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Lp  (..) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

[li]  Action  Drama  WB 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Jan.  21 

Com.  Drama  FN372 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Litel 

R — Jan.  28 

^ Comedy  FN367 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Lane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Feb.  11 

|~^  Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (..) 

Rosella  Towne 

Outdoor  Drama 
Oklahoma  Kid  ( . . ) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humplirey  Bogart 

[^  Comedy 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (..) 
Marie  Wilson 

Frank  McHugh 

1 
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proclaims 


★ 


Pictures  of  typical  theatre  instal- 
lations (such  as  this  one),  plus 
plans,  case  histories,  product  il- 
lustrations, commentaries  and 
cues  to  corrective  air  condition- 
ing for  all  classes  of  theatres  will 
be  included  in  a general,  non- 
technical discussion  of  air  con- 
ditioning for  the  interest  of  MEN 
WHO  OWN  AND  OPERATE 
theatres. 


Issue  of 


the  outstanding  obligation  of  a theatre  owner  to  the  public  — his  patrons  . . . 

In  this  next  issue,  not  only  will  the  need  lor  complete  year  'round  tempera- 
ture control  lor  all  classes  ©1  theatres  be  stressed;  but  the  air  conditioning 
industry  itsell  will  be  importuned  to  demonstrate  the  ellectiveness  ol  its  en- 
gineering and  product  development  to  the  public  through  well-made  theatre 
installations  . . . Nearly  ninety  million  persons — people  in  all  walks  ol  life — 
attend  the  movies  weekly.  Correctness  ol  installation  — adequate  provision 
lor  the  health  and  comlort  ol  theatre  patrons  — therelore  becomes  a joint  re- 
sponsibility. ...  In  this  forthcoming  issue  our  editors  and  their  collaborators 

will  present  the  moving  picture  theatre  as  the  shortest  possible  route  to 
nation-wide  public  appreciation  ol  competent  air  conditioning  ...  A new 
angle  on  air  conditioning  in  The  Modern  Theatre  section  of  BOXOFFICE  ■ — 
March  4th.  You'll  like  it,  Mr.  Exhibitor. 


WARNER  BROS. 


I 


Holiday-Hit  Headquarters ! 

Thanksgiving  ....  Angels  with  Dirty  Faces 

Christmas Dawn  Patrol 

New  Year  s Devil’s  Island 

Lincoln’s  Birthday  ....  Wings  of  the  Navy 


FOR  WASHINGTON’S  BIRTHDAY  | 

^ Priscilla 


Lane  • Jeffrey  Lynn 

ROLAND  YOUNG  • FAY  BAINTER 
MAY  ROBSON  • Genevieve  Tobin  • Ian  Hunter 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  KEIGHLEY 

Screen  Play  by  Casey  Robinson  • From  the  Stage  Play  by  MARK  REED  • A First  Nat’I  Picture 


it^s  going  to  look  great  in  your  electric 
lights  . . . 

because  75  MILLION  READERS  including  [ 
all  your  customers  will  see  it  first  in  full 
page  M'G-'M  ads  in  the  national  magazines: 


Saturday  Evening  Post 
Good  Housekeeping 
Scholastic  Magazine 
Boy’s  Life 
American  Boy 
The  Instructor 
Junior  Scholastic 


American  Magazine 
Popular  Mechanics 
Open  Road  for  Boys 
Catholic  Boy 
Grade  Teacher 
Young  America 
Newsweek 


Life 

Liberty 

Look 

Collier’s 

Time 

Parent’s  Magazine 
Red  Book 


Just  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  giant  campaign.  All  are  full  page  smashes! 
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ITS  STILL  UP  TO  HOLLYWOOD 


HE  files  throw  what  follows  on  the  table. 

On  this  page  and  on  January  22,  1938,  BOXOFFICE 
talking: 

"The  widespread  ignoring  of  Hollywood  to  reactions  and 
conditions  and  the  capabilities  of  the  exhibitor  to  absorb  out- 
of-kilter  negative  costs  finds  a wholesale  reflection  in  the 
production  colony's  approach  to  radio.  To  conclude  that 
producers  have  little  or  no  control  of  their  stars,  outside  the 
studios,  in  some  measure  is  true,  but  in  larger  measure  is 
the  most  damaging  of  commentaries  on  the  looseness  which 
marks  the  business  judgment  of  the  average  Hollywood  pro- 
ducer. Where  exercise  of  the  public  appearances  of  import- 
ant personalities  is  involved,  it  is  clearly  the  conclusion  to 
draw  that  Hollywood  is  derelict  in  its  duty  toward  itself  and 
toward  its  theatre  customers  when  it  does  not  seek  to  control 
such  appearances.  Radio,  certainly,  is  a public  performance 
and  what  a performance  it  is!" 

On  this  page  and  on  February  5,  1938,  Jack  Cohn,  vice- 
president  of  Columbia: 

“I  fully  agree  with  you  ...  As  1 had  remarked,  time  and 
again,  the  direct,  active  competition  of  broadcasting  results 
only  in  boxoffice  losses  for  the  exhibitor.  And,  too,  it  places 
the  industry  in  the  position  of  asking  patrons  to  pay  for  enter- 
tainment which  is  offered  free  of  charge  by  radio  to  the 
amusement-seeking  public." 

Identical  place  and  date,  Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel  of  Allied: 

"If  we  saw  a member  of  the  Yale  football  team  deliberately 
hand  the  ball  to  a Harvard  player  in  order  that  the  latter 
might  score  a touchdown,  we  would  brand  the  Yale  man  as  a 
traitor  to  his  Alma  Mater.  Equally  disloyal  would  seem  to  be 
the  action  of  responsible  executives  of  certain  of  the  major 
producers  in  making  available  to  radio,  a rival  form  of  enter- 
tainment, the  best  talents  and,  therefore,  the  chief  assets  of  the 
motion  picture  industry." 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  vice-president  in  charge  of  20th 
Century-Fox  production,  on  February  12,  last  year: 

“Programs  selected  must  embrace  new  material,  well  ar- 
ranged— preferably  current  picture  releases — if  the  most  value 
to;  the  film  industry  is  to  be  derived.  There  is,  not  the  recip- 
rocal benefit  if  the  stars  ore  not  presented  in  material  they 
can  do  best." 

Cn  March  5,  a small  town  exhibitor  served  out  of 
Minneapolis: 

"If  the  producers  are  so  cock-sure  of  themselves,  why  don't 
they  take  all  of  the  film  talent  off  the  radio  for  one  season 
starting  next  fall  and  prove  it  to  us  as,  well  as  to  themselves 
that  we  are  wrong  and  then  everyone  should  be  satisfied." 

And,  finally,  one  of  America's  leading  circuit  operators, 
fiom  the  same  edition: 

"Maybe  Hollywood  cannot  control  the  personal  services  of 
its  personalities  so  that  maybe  they  have  to  let  them  wear 
themselves  out  being  free  opposition  to  the  theatres.  But  it  is 
self-evident  they  do  not  have  to  do  the  same  thing  with  the 
material  [songs,  and  stories]  which  they  own.  The  fact  that 
they  do  it  with  the  material  would  indicate  that  the  declara- 
tion that  they  cannot  control  the  personalities  is  made  with  a 
huge  chunk  of  tongue  in  the  cheek." 


These  observations  are  merely  a few  out  of  the  sam- 
ple case.  There  have  been  many — very  many — and  a 
lot  of  them  in  language  no  publication  can  reprint  and 
continue  to  enjoy  its  second  class  mailing  privilege.  They 
typify  preponderant  theatre  opposition  to  the  carelessly 
conceived  policy  of  giving  away  for  nothing  what  the 
public  expected  to  buy. 

Now  the  film-radio  situation  flares  into  the  open  again, 
induced,  of  course,  by  Zanuck's  peremptory  withdrawal 
from  the  air  of  Tyrone  Power  and  M-G-M's  decision  to 
abandon  its  "Good  News"  show  after  June  29.  The 
official  explanation  blames  it  on  continued,  and  sus- 
tained, exhibitor  resentment  and,  for  once  anyway,  the 
official  explanation  really  explains. 

It  cost  20th  Century-Fox  money  to  assume  the  Power 
commitment,  but  Zanuck,  we  take  it  as  the  obvious  de- 
duction, is  far  more  concerned  with  Tyrone  os  a cellu- 
loid, rather  than  a radio  Power.  Metro,  as  succeeding 
pages  of  this  edition  will  reveal,  was  never  keen  about 
radio  and  actually  took  its  reluctant  leap  in  order  to 
control  the  ether  conduct  of  its  essential  personalities  and 
prevent  them  from  making  bigger  radio  damn  fools  of 
themselves  than  otherwise  might  follow. 

Now  what?  Will  others  trail?  Will  the  industry  fol- 
low its  carbon  copy  course  again?  Do  these  two  steps 
indicate  an  impending  avalanche  and  on  ultimate  ex- 
tremity where  film  and  radio  will  shoot  when  they  see 
the  whites  of  their  respective  eyes? 

As  convinced  as  this  column  is  that  the  industry  has 
done  itself  unwarranted  and  great  injury  by  falling  so 
readily  for  the  financial  blandishments  of  radio,  it  also 
continues  to  believe  this: 

Radio  cannot  be  ignored.  And  it  should  not  be.  There 
is  a middle  course  policy,  conservatively  and  judiciously 
applied,  which  can  mean  help,  not  murder,  at  the  box- 
office.  Conservatively,  in  the  type  of  selected  material; 
judiciously,  in  point  of  infrequency  of  appearance. 

There  should  be  no  mystery  about  a method  of  doing 
this.  The  factors,  after  several  years  of  the  radio  over- 
dose, are  now  known.  Thus,  they  can  be  controlled. 
The  studios,  through  salary  adjustment  and  contract 
provision,  are  the  control.  Quite  simple. 

On  January  12  a year  ago,  this  page  summed  up  the 
then  situation  with  "It's  up  to  Hollywood." 

On  this  February  day  a year  later,  no  reason  to  shift 
is  necessary.  It's  still  up  to  Hollywood. 


36  ANTI-TRDST  SUITS  AGAINST  THE  MAJORS 
IMPEND,  SEEKING  $23,366,081  IN  DAMAGES 


Industry  Disposed  of 
1 1 Additional  Cases 
During  Past  Year 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — Anti-trust  suits  pending 
against  major  distributors  and  their  sub- 
sidiaries, collectively  and  individually,  to- 
tal a round  three  dozen.  The  actions  range 
from  a sought  high  of  $5,000,000  in  dam- 
ages down  through  the  millions  and  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  to  one  claim  for 
$10,000.  In  the  aggregate,  the  36  suits  run 
to  $23,366,081,  but,  if  the  courts  in  all  in- 
stances should  hold  for  the  plaintiffs,  this 
figure  automatically  goes  to  $70,068,243 
under  the  triple  damage  provision  of  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law. 

In  1938,  the  industry  disposed  of  11  ad- 
ditional cases  carrying  with  them  damages 
sought  to  a total  of  $4,263,224.  In  three 


MPTOA's  View— 

New  York — Reflecting  his  reaction  and 
that  of  others,  not  necessarily  confined  to 
exhibition,  is  the  manner  in  which  Ed 
Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president,  vieios  the 
current  situation  on  litigation.  The  fol- 
lowing appears  in  Kuykendall’s  most  re- 
cent bulletin: 

“Today  our  entire  industry  is  being 
dragged  down  deeper  and  deeper  into  a 
mire  of  lawsuits  and  litigation  and  sad- 
dled with  a tremendous  expense  that  is 
constantly  growing  in  connection  with 
such  suits.  Tliere  are  hundreds  of  such 
lawsuits  filed  or  in  preparation  around  the 
country.  How  much  of  this  burden  of 
expense  can  be  carried  remains  to  be  seen. 

“Not  only  is  the  question  of  expense 
becoming  serious,  as  it  ultimately  has  to 
come  out  of  the  boxoffice  receipts  at  the 
theatres,  but  also  there  is  the  constant 
danger  of  arbitrary  court  decisions  com- 
pletely disrupting  the  efficient  operation 
of  our  business  by  imposing  arbitrary,  dras- 
tic changes  in  the  technical,  complex  func- 
tioning of  distribution  and  exhibition.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  most  people  in  the  busi- 
ness that  many  of  these  lawsuits  are  quite 
unnecessary,  that  the  dispute  could  have 
been  easily  adjusted  locally  if  there  had 
been  an  agency  to  take  the  initiative  and 
bring  the  parties  together  to  fairly  adjust 
the  complaint  or  grievance  that  caused 
the  litigation  to  start. 

“No  other  plan  for  the  practical  ad- 
justment of  these  disputes  without  recourse 
to  long,  expensive  lawsuits  has  been  pro- 
posed. Unless  something  of  this  sort  can 
be  developed  with  the  active,  participation 
and  cooperation  of  the  wholesale  distribu- 
tors, it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  num- 
ber of  lawsuits  in  this  business  will  con- 
tinue to  steadily  increase  to  the  detriment 
of  everyone.” 


of  the  11,  the  courts  held  in  favor  of  the 
defendants.  In  one,  dismissal  was  at  the 
instance  of  the  government  which  brought 
the  action. 

Of  the  cases  now  alive,  15,  or  about 
42  per  cent  of  the  total,  were  filed  in 
1938.  This  includes  the  government’s 
equity  suit  in  which  no  monetary  dam- 
ages are  sought  in  the  legal  effort  to  com- 
pel the  divorcement  of  exhibition  from 
production  and  distribution.  In  fact,  of 
the  36  cases  still  open,  all  of  them  alleg- 
ing violation  of  the  Sherman  act,  20  only 
seek  monetary  damages.  The  other  16 
are  after  injunctions  and  restraining  or- 
ders to  thwart  alleged  monopolistic  prac- 
tices. 

Two  Suits  Filed  for  1939 

In  1939,  so  far,  two  cases  were  filed. 
These  are:  Washington  Operating  Co.  and 
Garden  Operating  Co.,  of  Miami,  Fla., 
against  Paramount,  et  ah,  seeking  $432,- 
000  damages  and  an  injunction.  Other  de- 
fendants: Columbia,  Loew’s,  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Wometco  Theatres,  RKO,  20th 
Century-Fox,  UA,  Universal,  Vitagraph, 
Lincoln  Operating  Co.,  Miami  Theatre, 
Biscayne  Beach  Tlieatre,  Mayfair  Operat- 
ing Corp.,  Capitol  Theatre  Corp.,  Rosetta 
Theatre,  Tower  Theatre,  Biltmore  The- 
atre, Grove  Theatre,  State  Operating  Co., 
Ritz  Tlieatre,  Lyric  Operating  Corp.,  and 
Strand  Theatre.  The  suit  was  commenced 
a few  weeks  ago. 

Tlie  other  case,  seeking  $100,000  dam- 
ages and  an  injunction,  was  instituted 
January  13  by  Pollard  against  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres.  Other  defend- 
ants include:  Columbia,  Loew’s,  Para- 
mount Pictures  Distributing  Co.,  RKO, 
20th-Pox,  UA,  Universal  and  Vitagraph. 

Of  the  total  cases  pending,  15,  or  about 
42  per  cent  of  the  total,  were  brought 
during  1938.  The  two  largest,  from  a 
monetary  standpoint,  were  instituted  by 
A.  B.  Momand  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  who  is 
also  responsible  for  a suit  of  identical 
nature  commenced  in  June,  1937. 

In  March,  1938,  Momand  began  an  anti- 
trust action  for  damages  totaling  $4,960,- 
512  against  Paramount  Pictures  Distribut- 
ing Co.,  Publix  Theatres  Corp.,  Warner, 
Vitaphone  Corp.,  Warner  Bros.  Tlieatres, 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  Consolidated 
Amusement  Co.,  Consolidated  Theatres, 
Regal  Theatres,  Pathe  Exchange,  and 
Educational  Film  Exchange. 

Momand  brought  a second  suit  at  about 
the  same  time  against  20th  Century-Fox, 
seeking  $1,676,119  damages,  and  naming 
as  other  defendants,  Columbia,  Loew’s, 
RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures, UA,  Universal  Film  Exchange  and 
Vitagraph. 

LaCrosse  Damage  Action 

Seeking  damages  of  $1,050,000  is  the  suit 
stai’ted  July  14,  1938,  by  LaCrosse  The- 
atres against  Paramount,  with  20th-Pox, 
UA,  Wellworth  Theatres  of  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  and  Ed  Ru- 
bin, as  co-defendants. 

Next  in  point  of  damages  sought  is  the 


Nearly  Half  Were  Filed 
In  1938;  Only  Twenty 
Asking  for  Damages 

Savannah  Theatre  Co.’s  action  against 
Lucas  and  Jenkins,  started  August  6,  1938, 
for  $654,000.  Other  defendants  include 
Columbia,  M-G-M,  Paramount  Pictures 
Distributing  Co.,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  UA,  Uni- 
versal Film  Exchange,  Warner,  Vitagraph 
and  Arthur  Lucas  and  W.  K.  Jenkins,  in- 
dividually. 

Laurel  Theatres,  bringing  suit  in  the 
southern  district  of  California,  seeks  dam- 
ages of  $300,000,  plus  $10,000  attorney’s 
fees,  from  Fox  West  Coast.  The  action  got 
under  way  in  April,  1938,  and  names  as 
co-defendants,  Columbia,  Loew’s,  M-G-M, 
Paramount  Distributing  Co.,  RKO  Radio 
(Continued  on  page  36) 


Allied's  View— 

New  York — Abram  F.  Myers,  in  an  ad- 
dress read  for  him  at  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  Allied’s  New  England  unit,  said: 

“As  the  industry  enters  1939,  it  is  faced 
with  the  government  suit,  the  North  Da- 
kota theatre  divorcement  law,  the  Inter- 
state case,  the  Chicago  contempt  proceed- 
ings, the  Neely-Edmiston  bill,  a large  num- 
ber of  private  suits  and  the  prospect  of 
divorce  bills  in  several  states. 

“This  threatening  situation  is  being  met 
obliquely  by  dilatory  pleas  and  dilatory 
tactics  in  the  government  proceedings  by 
efforts  to  set  aside  state  enactments  by 
tenuous  and  abstruse  constitutional  ar- 
guments, and  efforts  to  retard  or  prevent 
passage  of  the  Neely-Edmiston  bill  by 
indirect  methods  including  misrepresenta- 
tion as  to  the  status  of  the  current  trade 
practice  negotiations. 

“The  obvious  desire  of  the  government 
to  assist  the  industry  to  put  its  house  in 
order  once  and  for  all,  so  that  hereafter 
it  will  be  immune  from  molestation,  has 
been  received  with  the  sudden  resentment. 

“I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  better 
for  all  concerned,  if  those  in  ultimate  au- 
thority in  the  major  companies  would  re- 
solve that,  during  1939,  they  will  bend 
every  effort  to  meet  the  situation  I have 
described  fairly  and  directly  and  seek  to 
work  out  solutions  that  will  conform  to 
the  laws  and  policies  of  the  United  States 
and  at  the  same  time  conserve  property 
rights  and  all  that  is  good  in  the  business. 

“That  sounds  like  a big  order,  but  the 
choice  is  between  accomplishing  these 
changes  by  voluntary  action  with  the  help- 
ful cooperation  of  all  concerned  or  having 
them  imposed  on  the  industry  by  statute 
or  court  order  without  consultation  with 
or  regard  for  the  wishes  of  those  who  for 
the  time  being  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  the  industry.” 


4 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  18,  1939 


EXfflBITORS  INSIST  STARS  CANNOT  BE  BOTH 
AND  MOST  CHOOSE  EITHER  FILMS  OR  RADIO 


Cantor  and  Jolson  Cited 
As  Stars  Who  Had  to 
Choose  One  Medium 

New  York — With  unmasked  cheerfulness 
greeting  the  decision  of  Loew’s  to  with- 
draw its  “Good  News  of  1939”  air  show 
from  the  air  lanes,  exhibitor  leaders  are 
calling  upon  individual  film  stars  alleg- 
edly responsible  for  theatre  competition  to 
chart  a new  course. 

Putting  it  bluntly,  one  operator  of  ten 
neighborhood  houses  maintains:  “The  re- 
maining picture  personalities  who  are  still 
in  competition  with  themselves  by  con- 
tinuing to  broadcast  every  week  must  make 
up  their  minds  if  they  want  to  find  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  the  Eddie  Cantors 
and  the  A1  Jolsons.” 

These  two  personalities,  in  this  view- 
point, were  once  top  draws  in  pictures. 
For  whatever  reason,  they  saw  fit  to  take 
their  talents  to  radio  while  still  appear- 
ing in  pictures.  The  public  was  given  a 
choice,  the  argument  runs,  of  paying  40 
cents  to  see  these  stars  in  local  theatres, 
or  remain  at  home  and  be  entertained  by 
them  for  nothing.  Patrons  chose  the  lat- 
ter, with  the  result,  this  operator  insists, 
that  many  exhibitors  refused  to  pay  the 
rentals  demanded  for  Cantor’s  and  Jolson ’s 
pictures. 

Corollary  to  this,  the  evidence  is  offered, 
is  that  the  comedians  lost  their  picture 
appeal  and  decided  to  take  the  next  best 
thing — radio. 

Up  to  the  Players 

“And  that  is  exactly  our  position,”  this 
operator  added.  “These  stars  must  decide 
whether  they  want  to  make  their  liveli- 
hood in  pictures  or  with  radio.  They  can- 
not do  both,  if  producers  want  us  to  pay 
the  film  prices  they  ask.” 

Embracing  the  same  viewpoint  but  going 
a step  further,  the  head  of  a circuit  of 
25  houses  in  the  Bronx  and  Manhattan, 
sees  irreparable  harm  in  the  “advance” 
dramatic  sketch  type  of  broadcast  that  is 
designed  to  build  up  audience  appeal  for 
forthcoming  product. 

“Radio  producers  invariably  take  the 
punch  scene  from  a coming  picture  dur- 
ing the  variety  type  of  broadcast.  Don’t 
the  producers!  know  that  by  condoning 
this  they  are  building  up  a ‘Franken- 
stein?’ To  make  matters  worse,  the  pro- 
ducers loan  the  stars  of  the  picture  they 
think  they  are  exploiting  for  purposes  of 
re-enacting  their  roles  on  the  broadcast. 
The  public  gets  the  whole  idea  of  the  pic- 
ture, often  poorly  rehearsed  and  staged,  on 
a single  broadcast  and  hundreds  of  ex- 
hibitors have  a shell  on  their  screens  when 
the  picture  is  shown.” 

Alm_ost  without  exception,  exhibitor  re- 
sentment over  stars’  radio  appearances  is 
heaviest  as  it  concerns  Sunday  night  com- 
petition. The  attitude  seems  to  be  that 
Thursday  evenings,  although  reduced  con- 
siderably as  a potential  theatre  night  due 


Two  Operators — Two 
Viewpoints 

New  York — One  important  major  cir- 
cuit operator,  on  declaring  the  appear- 
ance of  stars  on  radio  shows  Tuesday 
and  Sunday  nights  has  definitely  hurt 
theatre  business,  puts  it  this  way: 

“Thursdays  are  no  good  any  more 
and  Sundays  are  not  what  they  used 
to  be.” 

He  is  John  J.  O'Connor,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  RKO 
circuit. 

Remarks  another  important  major  cir- 
cuit operator: 

"Thursdays  have  always  been  satis- 
factory, but  Sunday  nights  have  been 
hurt  by  radio  competition." 

He  is  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  in  charge  of 
out-of-town  operations  for  the  Loew 
chain. 


to  three  solid  hours  of  Hollywood-type 
broadcast  entertainment,  never  has  been 
considered  a “big”  day. 

Well  established  is  Sunday,  however,  as 
the  day  that  more  often  than  not  es- 
tablishes a profitable  week  at  most  the- 
atres, affiliated  or  otherwise.  Case  point 
of  what  is  happening  to  boxoffices  at  the 
40  imits  of  an  independent  operator  who 
blames  programs  emanating  from  Holly- 
wood on  the  Sabbath,  are  his  surveys. 
These,  he  claims,  show  that,  whereas  Sun- 
day night  business  pulled  him  “out  of  a 
hole,”  this  now  has  disappeared. 

Using  the  round  figure  of  $300,  for  argu- 
ment’s sake,  as  an  average  Sunday  gross, 
this  operator  says  that  before  the  heavy 
evening  air  shows,  his  full  days’  take  was 
divided  thusly:  $100  for  matinees;  $200 
during  the  evening.  The  situation,  at 
present,  is  reversed,  he  adds,  except  that 


New  York — How  Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
waged  a one-man  campaign  to  stem  the 
wholesale  drift  of  topline  film  names  to 
radio,  Boxoffice  now  reveals. 

The  circumstance  is  about  18  months 
old  and  antedates  the  inception  of 
M-G-M’s  own  show,  the  “Good  News”  pro- 
gram with  Maxwell  House  coffee  as  spon- 
sors. Schenck  was  aware  of  the  impend- 
ing seriousness  of  the  situation  and,  in 
the  light  of  what  occurred,  made  it  ap- 
parent he  was  fully  cognizant  of  exhibitor 
resentment  over  the  en  masse  appearance 
of  Hollywood  names  on  the  air  lanes. 

He  called  for  a meeting  of  topflight 
executives  in  New  York  and  urged  that 
they  do  not  permit  those  of  their  leading 


Sunday,  Once  "Big"  Day, 
Broadcast  Sore  Spot, 

Says  Chain  Owner 

evenings  usually  aggregate  less  than  $100. 
And  this  with  matinee  scales  usually  run- 
ning at  least  10  cents,  and  sometimes  15 
cents,  below  evening  scales.  Which  proves, 
he  contends,  that  patrons  are  going  out 
of  their  way  to  attend  matinees  in  order 
to  be  at  home  for  the  broadcasts. 

This  particular  operator,  not  without  a 
sense  of  humor,  says,  he  is  going  to  “fool 
’em.”  He  is  going  to  raise  his  matinee 
scale  to  the  evening  level. 

In  innumerable  instances,  the  complaint 
is  made  that  after  5:30  p.  m.  on  Sunday 
business  takes  a “nose  dive.”  Exhibitors 
see  a double-barreled  ogre  in  this  respect. 
They  contend  Sunday  is  the  day  when  dis- 
tributors get  their  highest  film  rentals, 
yet  fail  to  “protect”  their  source  of  reve- 
nue from  competition  supplied  by  film 
stars  on  radio. 

Not  a few  far-sighted  theatre  men  are 
frankly  apprehensive,  now  that  M-G-M 
has  taken  action,  over  what  will  be  the 
individual  star’s  position  in  respect  to 
other  radio  programs.  M-G-M,  in  supply- 
ing the  talent  for  its  “Good  News”  show, 
exercised  full  control  over  all  elements 
of  the  production.  The  studio  alone  was 
responsible  for  what  its  stars  did  on  the 
broadcast.  But  having  given  up  this  “con- 
trol,” now  that  it  has  relinquished  the 
entire  project,  they  speculate  if  M-G-M 
will  be  in  a position  to  tell  a star  what 
he  can  or  can  not  do  if  that  star  decides 
to  sell  his  talents  to  other  sponsors. 

That  is  why  exhibitor  leaders  are  call- 
ing upon  the  stars  themselves  to  chart 
their  courses  and  decide  what  kind  of  a 
label  they  propose  wearing. 


personalities  who  had  no  radio  experience 
to  accept  broadcasting  dates.  Insofar  as 
M-G-M  was  concerned,  Schenck  listed  in 
his  own  classification  Garbo,  Norma 
Shearer,  Joan  Crawford  and  Clark  Gable. 
The  Loew  president  raised  no  point  about 
such  players  as  Jack  Benny  and  Burns 
and  Allen  who  came  to  films  from  radio. 

Schenck’s  proposed  effective  means  of 
holding  the  majors  in  line  called  (1)  for 
an  agreement  well  within  the  framework 
of  his  own  suggestion  and  <2)  the  post- 
ing of  a bond  to  guarantee  observance  of 
the  agreement. 

All  but  one  company  fell  into  line.  The 
dissenter,  then  tied  in  with  a nationally 
(Continued  on  page  40) 


Schenck  ofLoew's  Tried  to 
Stem  Tide,  But  Met  Defeat 
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ALLIED'S  TRADE  PACT  REVISIONS  AIMED  AT 
CLARfflCATION  AND  SIMPLIFICATION  OF  TEXT 


New  Draft  'Virtues'  Are 
Termed  Avoidance  of 
Technical  Formula 

Washington — Revision  of  distributors’ 
trade  practice  proposals  by  Allied  is  of- 
fered with  “the  virtues”  that  they  are 
more  briefly  and  simply  stated,  with  the 
conditions  imposed  in  a manner  “so  that 
the  exhibitors  cannot  help  seeing  them” 
and  with  terms  more  familiar  to  theatre 
owners  substituted  for  the  more  technical 
formula. 

Elimination  of  two  clauses,  those  deal- 
ing with  Trade  Announcement  and  Non- 
Theatrical  Competition,  from  the  trade 
practice  draft,  revision  of  the  clause  em- 
bracing Runs  and  Existing  Customers  and 
a conditional  suggestion  that  proposals 
under  Boxoffice  Statements  be  recon - 
stiRicted,  are  sought  by  Allied  in  its  draft 
of  Fair  Trade  Practices  for  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry,  under  date  of  February 
7,  and  over  the  signature  of  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel. 

Reason  Is  Cited 

The  reason  given  for  suggested  omission 
of  proposal  No.  II,  Trade  Announcement, 
is  that  it  “makes  no  change  in  the  exist- 
ing practice  and  the  distributor  represen- 
tatives freely  admitted  that  under  it  their 
announcements  would  be  no  more  binding 
than  they  now  are.  It  will  not  increase 
the  confidence  of  the  exhibitors  or  the 
public  in  the  proposals  to  incorporate  a 
meaningless  provision  purporting  to  deal 
with  so  controverted  an  issue  as  blind 
selling,”  Myers  states. 

The  Allied  board  chairman  recommends 
elimination  of  Proposal  No.  IX,  Non-The- 
atrical Competition,  “because  it  casts  on 
the  exhibitor  the  onus  of  initiating  an 
arbitration  proceeding  to  cut  off  a par- 
ticular non-theatrical  account  and  because 
the  specific  enumeration  of  exceptions  is 
calculated  to  promote  rather  than  to  dis- 
courage non-theatricals.” 

No.  V Difficult 

Revision  of  Proposal  No.  V,  Runs  and 
Existing  Customers,  “presented  a difficult 
problem  and  the  results  should  be  care- 
fully scrutinized,”  Myers  adds.  He  goes 
an  to  say  Allied  committee  men  “pro- 
tested” that  the  conditions  imposed  by 
the  distributors  “destroyed  the  provisions.” 
Myers  explains  distributors  felt  that  “the 
intent  was  there,”  and  submits  the  an- 
nexed revision  in  answer  to  distributor 
“suggestions  for  better  expressing  it.” 

“Whether  or  not  the  annexed  revision 
goes  beyond  the  intendment  of  the  dis- 
tributors will  be  determined  in  the  discus- 
sions which  are  to  follow,”  Myers  declares. 


To  Tip  Houses 
On  Quiz  Wins 

New  York — In  situations  where  there 
are  sufficient  Movie  Quiz  winners  to  fol- 
low the  procedure,  at  least  one  theatre  in 
a city  will  have  the  advantage,  for  bally- 
hoo purposes,  of  presenting  a prize  winner 
from  the  stage  on  announcement  night. 
February  27. 

This  “service”  is  being  offered  by  the 
general  committee,  who  feels  it  will  create 
substantial  enthusiasm  among  audiences. 
In  order  to  make  the  projected  plan  pos- 
sible, the  committee  has  written  to  the 
5,404  prize  winners,  stating  that  if  the 
recipient  of  the  letter  attends  a certain 
local  theatre  on  announcement  night  he 
or  she  may  learn  something  of  “interest.” 

The  letters  do  not  assert  that  recipients 
are  prize  winners;  nor  do  they  mention 
the  amount  of  money  that  will  be  forth- 
coming. 

In  order  to  protect  smaller  situations, 
where,  for  instance,  there  are  three  the- 
atres and  only  one  winner,  the  procedure 
of  inviting  a winner  to  attend  a theatre 
is  not  being  followed. 

In  no  instance  are  theatre  managers 
being  apprised  of  the  amount  of  money 
that  invited  prize  winners  will  be  awarded. 


Relative  to  Proposal  No.  XHI,  Coercing 
Contracts,  Myers  says  this  “has  been  re- 
instated in  the  form  originally  proposed  by 
Allied  in  the  belief  that  this  is  the  only 
form  thus  far  devised  that  offers  any  ef- 
fective relief  from  the  serious  abuse. 

“The  virtues  of  this  revision  of  the  sub- 
stantive proposals,  if  any  it  has,  are  (a) 
that  the  proposals  are  more  briefly  and 
simply  stated,  (b)  the  conditions  imposed 
by  the  distributors  to  the  rights  conferred 
are  set  out  so  that  the  exhibitors  cannot 
help  seeing  them,  and  (c)  terms  familiar 
to  the  exhibitors  have  been  substituted  for 
the  more  technical  terms,  as  ‘fUm  rental’ 
for  ‘license  fee,’  etc.” 

Myers  refers  to  articles  in  the  trade 
press  purporting  to  say  that  distributors 
have  abandoned  Proposal  No.  XIV,  Box- 
office  Statements.  Actually,  he  refers  to 
Boxoffice  which  published  the  intention 
exclusively. 

“If  those  accounts  were  erroneous  and 
distributors  propose  to  retain  the  provi- 
sion, the  writer  suggests  striking  out  the 
last  sentence  and  inserting,  in  lieu  there- 
of, ‘the  facts  relating  to  any  alleged  viola- 
tion of  this  provision  may,  on  application 
of  either  the  distributor  or  the  exhibitor, 


Ousting  of  Two  Clauses 
And  Revision  of  Others 
Among  Suggestions 

be  ascertained  and  be  reported  by  an  arbi- 
tration board,  but  this  shall  not  bar  any 
other  remedy  that  the  distributor  may 
have’.” 

Myers  seeks,  in  a “Preamble”  to  the 
Allied  proposed  draft  to  bind  the  distribu- 
tors in  observance  of  the  pact.  It  goes: 
“The  signatories  hereto,  being  distributors 
of  motion  pictures,  in  order  to  promote  a 
more  harmonious  relationship  and  to  im- 
prove competitive  conditions  in  the  motion 
picture  industry,  and  after  consultation 
with  representatives  of  the  several  organ- 
ized groups  of  motion  picture  exhibitors, 
hereby  severally  bind  themselves  to  the 
observance  of  the  principles,  policies  and 
practices  set  forth  herein  in  the  licensing 
and  distribution  of  motion  pictures  in 
continental  United  States.” 

It  is  set  forth  by  Myers  that  “AUied  has 
prepared  the  attached  draft  within  the 
limitations  . . . imposed”  by  distributors, 
who  “made  it  plain  that  their  draft  con- 
tained the  maximum  concessions  that  they 
would  yield  and  that  only  (a)  revisions 
of  language  to  express  more  clearly  the 
intent  of  their  proposals  and  (b)  the 
principles  and  mechanics  of  arbitration, 
were  open  for  discussion.” 

Distributor  attorneys  are  now  studying 
the  language  of  Allied’s  proposed  revisions. 

Few  Reissues  Evident 
On  New  Schedules 

New  York — Reissues,  at  this  date,  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  on  1938-39 
schedules.  Only  RKO,  United  Artists, 
20th-Fox  and  Monogram,  are  handling 
them.  RKO  is  reissuing  “Star  of  Mid- 
night” with  Ginger  Rogers  and  WUliam 
Powell,  and  “The  Lost  Patrol.”  UA  has 
made  “A  Star  Is  Born”  and  “Hurricane” 
available  and  20th-Pox  is  reissuing 
“Cavalcade.” 

Monogram  is  capitalizing  on  the  popu- 
larity of  Mickey  Rooney  and  is  reissuing 
“The  Healer”  under  the  title  of  “Little 
Pal.” 

Other  companies  are  waiting  until  the 
tail  end  of  the  season  to  list  their  reissues 
for  the  summer  months. 


Lachmann  Leaves  Fox 

New  York — Marc  Lachmann,  who  has 
been  handling  special  exploitation  work 
for  20th  Century-Fox,  has  resigned.  No 
successor  has  been  named. 


Text  of  Allied's  Proposals  on  Arbitration,  Page  24 
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SINCERE...  STIRRING... VITAL! 


li^ficent  draiS  oflwo  plain,  honest 
^ho  wanted  only  to  live  and  love, 
lifvwho  found  the  eyes  of  a brutal  world 
tiirped  upan  them  accusingly!  Millions 
Qf'  jf>l^,  honest  Americans  will  weep  . . . 
lovgh  . . . with  them — and  love  them  I 

•V'  'r 


MAUREEN 


HENRY 


OSULLIVANFONDAiBELLAMY 


ALAN  BAXTER  • STANLEY  Rip^m<H€NRY  KOLKER 

Screen  play  by  ANTHONY  VEILLER  and  ALLEN  RIVKIN 

Based  upon  a story  by  JOSEPH  F.  DINNEEN  • Produced  by  William  Perlberg 

Directed  hv  JOHN  BRAHM  • A COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


Colu^tuUdj  in  a4Ui4U4Mc4*t^  tUai,  jpA,  a te^m  ueanA,, 


^ ARIZONA  will  start  serially  in  the  Saturday 
Evening  Post  February  25th  and  will  be  pub- 
lished subsequently  in  book  form.  Those 
familiar  with  Kelland's  work  feel  certain 
that  ARIZONA  is  destined  to  be  the  most- 
talked-of  novel  of  the  year. 


Ji 
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A STIRRING  EPIC-SWEEPING  PICTURE 
SURPASSING  IN  SCOPE  RUGGLES’  OWN  GREAT  "CIMARRON" 


A Rouben  Mamoulian 
Production 
Based  Upon  The 
Noted  Group  Theatre  Play 
by  Clifford  Odets 


! 


lijtTORf, 


f ort*^ 


” TH« S®„ t’«K£  * o\^ 


sots  ,3*1 

)U  tf'SA 


"IT 

SHO^^i* 

oraRR 

AfftR 


going  \o' 

^ If  UHNI^^ 


Lvnvic  as  portrayed 

by  PENNY  SINGLETON 


portrayed  by  ARTHUR  LAKE 


Screen  play  by  Richard  Flournoy' Directed  by  FRANK  R.  STRAYER 


/J  QoltunlUa  Plciu/ter 


as  portrayed  by 

HERSELF 


as  portrayed  by  LARRY  SIMMS 


Y 

iOU  have  asked  for  this  kind  of  a pieture ...  A 
unique  comedy- drama  inspired  by  real  showman- 
ship! A story  punctuated  by  laughs  and  action  built 
on  the  grand  idea  of  a society  matron  who  mops  up 
a mob!  She  finds  out  about  ni|achme~^un^  only  to 
turn  them  to  her  purpose!  | 


FAY  BAINTER  • IDA  LUP1N0  • LEE  BOWMAN  > HENRY  ARMETTA 


^ /?-/ / •- 
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THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  NEWS  OF  THE  YEAR! 


mirsniiTH  GOES 


WANTS  DISTRIBUTORS  AND  AFFILIATED  MEN 
COMBINED  AS  ONE  IN  ARBITRATION  PANELS 


'7 . , - Solemnly  Swear'' 

Washington — Each  person  being  named  to  a general  or  neutral  panel  in  each 
exchange  area,  upon  acceptance  of  the  request  to  sit  as  an  arbitrator,  should  take 
an  oath,  according  to  Allied,  substantially,  as  follows: 

“I  having  been  duly  appointed  a member  of  the 

panel  of  arbitrators  for  the film  delivery  territory, 

solemnly  swear  that  I will  perform  my  duties  diligently  and  uprightly  and  that  I 
will  decide  the  controversies  brought  before  me  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Fair  Competition  involved  therein,  without 
fear  or  favor." 

If  arbitrators  are  chosen,  from  outside  the  panel,  they,  too,  would  be  sworn  in. 

Lund's  Block  Booking  Bill  Is 
More  Drastic  Than  Neely's 


Allied  Proposal  Follows 
American  Arbitration 
Procedure  Closely 

Washington — Allied  strives  for  repre- 
sentation on  evenly  balanced  boards  from 
the  economic  divisions  of  the  industry,  as 
distinguished  from  trade  divisions,  as  a 
fundamental  principle  of  its  proposed  sys- 
tem of  arbitration. 

In  this  respect,  distributors  and  af- 
filiated theatres  are  considered  by  Allied 
to  belong  to  the  same  economic  division 
and  not  be  entitled  to  duplicate  repre- 
sentation in  a controversy  involving  an 
independent  exhibitor. 

Allied  further  urges  theatre-owning  dis- 
tributors, so  far  as  possible,  to  undertake 
to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  their  af- 
filiated theatres  as  well  as  the  coopera- 
tion of  their  larger  customers,  whether 
affiliated  or  not,  to  ratify  the  proposed 
national  code  of  fair  trade  practices.  All 
organized  exhibitor  groups  are  asked  to 
do  likewise. 

Distributors  prefer  not  to  participate 
in  disputes  arising  from  clearance  and  zon- 
ing, Allied  claims,  beyond  being  heard  in 
regard  to  any  proposal  which  might  affect 
their  revenues  as  distributors.  The  or- 
ganization, therefore,  suggests  economic 
divisions  in  cases  of  this  kind  ought  not  be 
as  between  distributor  and  exhibitor,  or 
affiliated  theatre  and  independent  exhibi- 
tor, but  between  runs. 

Myers  Adopts  Most 

Virtually  all  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
distributor  attorneys  in  regard  to  arbitra- 
tion have  been  adopted  by  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  in  his  recommenda- 
tions. However,  Myers  broadens  on  points 
left  either  in  doubt  or  up  to  Allied  for  its 
opinion. 

Myers,  it  is  noted,  follows  closely  along 
lines  of  procedure  consonant  with  the 
formula  laid  out  by  American  Arbitration 
Association.  These  include  arbitrators 
taking  oath  before  deciding  on  submis- 
sions, the  calling  in  of  an  umpire  where 
arbitrators  find  themselves  evenly  di- 
vided as  to  the  award  to  be  made  and  the 
reminder  that  in  some  jurisdictions  awards 
are  not  enforceable  in  the  courts. 

Although  the  MPTOA  is  in  favor  of  set- 
ting up  local  boards  with  secretaries  for 
the  handling  of  intra-industry  disputes. 
Allied,  in  line  with  the  plans  of  the  seven 
independent  exhibitor  groups  which  met 
separately  with  the  distributor’s  negotiat- 
ing committee,  asks  that  joint  commit- 
ees  on  arbitration  be  organized  and  estab- 
lish places  for  meetings,  preferably  head- 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Without  fan-fare  or  aid  of 
any  exhibitor  organization,  Arnold  Limd, 
operator-owner  of  the  Strand  Theatre, 
Brookfield,  111.,  a Chicago  suburb,  has  in- 
troduced a block-booking  bill  in  the  Illi- 


quarters  of  exhibitor  associations  in  film 
delivery  territories. 

Myers  also  asks  that  a list  of  distributors 
and  exhibitors  who  agree  in  each  territory 
to  arbitrate  be  published  from  time  to 
time.  This,  so  that  there  is  no  possibility 
of  charges  of  secrecy  being  maintained  in 
the  functioning  of  the  boards,  he  points 
out. 

Joint  committees  would  be  comprised 
of  distributors  and  exhibitors,  each  trade 
division  naming  its  own  representative. 
This  committee,  according  to  Myers,  would 
be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  re- 
ceiving proper  forms  of  arbitration  signed 
by  distributors,  affiliated  and  independent 
exhibitors:  to  provide  panels,  such  as  gen- 
eral (distributor  and  exhibitor)  and  neu- 
tral (disinterested  men)  willing  to  serve; 
to  arrange  locations  which  may  be  either 
at  local  exhibitor  or  exchange  quarters 
and  to  publicly  make  known  members  of 
the  arbitration  panel  from  time  to  time. 

Allied  is  in  favor  of  a minimum  $5  fee 
for  the  filing  of  each  complaint,  this 
money  to  go  toward  expenses  incurred 
upon  the  initiative  of  the  board,  the  joint 
committee  and  for  the  salary  of  a secre- 
tary, if  there  be  one.  In  disputes  involv- 
ing the  entire  industry,  local  boards,  of 
their  own  initiative,  may  apportion  costs 
among  all  distributor  and  exhibitor  asso- 
ciations in  the  territory. 

Oral  hearings  could  be  waived  by  sub- 
mission of  sworn  statements  of  claims  and 
arguments  in  defense. 


nois  state  legislature  that  puts  the  Neely- 
Pettengill  national  bill  to  shame  for  de- 
tailed conciseness. 

It  not  only  provides  for  selling  of  fea- 
tures separately,  but  it  also  includes  sec- 
tions forbidding  compulsory  selling  of 
shorts,  newsreels  and  foreign  product;  and 
provides  for  the  furnishing  of  synopses  of 
features  offered  to  exhibitors. 

“I  do  not  belong  to  Allied  or  any  other 
exhibitor  organization,”  Lund  told  Box- 
office  via  long-distance  telephone,  from 
his  home  in  Riverside,  as  he  prepared  to 
return  to  Springfield  to  urge  immediate 
consideration  of  his  bill  by  the  house  ju- 
diciary committee.  “I  also  want  it  clearly 
understood  that  I have  no  desire  to  put 
any  hardships  on  the  industry.” 

Lund,  who  has  operated  the  Strand  for 
about  five  years,  is  also  half  owner  of  the 
Tivoli  Theatre  at  Downers  Grove,  another 
Chicago  suburb,  which  is  operated  by 
Balaban  & Katz.  He  is  a freshman  in  the 
legislature. 

The  bill  provides  for  a fine  of  not  more 
than  $2,000,  imprisonment  of  not  more 
than  one  year  in  jail,  or  both,  for  viola- 
tion of  any  of  its  sections  and  would  be- 
come law  12  months  after  enactment. 

Details  of  the  bill  are  as  follows: 

1.  Makes  it  unlawful  to  sell  two  or  more 
films. 

2.  Provides  for  the  furnishing  of  a 
synopsis  of  each  film  to  be  produced,  and 
the  stars  to  be  used;  and  that  the  ex- 
hibitor may  refuse  to  run  any  film  that 
does  not  follow  such  synopsis.  Tlris  is  for 
all  films  over  2,000  feet  in  length. 

3.  Forbids  selling  of  short  subjects, 
newsreels  and  foreign  product  with  fea- 
tures. 

4.  Makes  it  unlawful  for  the  distributor 
to  increase  the  prices  of  features  if  the 
exhibitor  refuses  to  buy  shorts. 


Text  of  Allied's  Proposals  on  Trade  Practices,  Page  22 
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* ® ITl  HEY  are  timid  beyond  be- 
■■  lief  in  breaking  new  ground,” 
remarked  Dudley  Nichols,  president 
of  the  Screen  Writers'  Guild,  before 
the  National  Board  of  Review  a few 
weeks  ago.  He  was  talking  about 
the  four  sins  of  Hollywood  and  by 
"they,"  of  course,  he  was  referring 
to  the  producers. 

This  department  lines  up  on  his 
side  in  that  argument.  Hollywood 
has  tossed  the  boy-meets-girl  for- 
mula around  for  so  many  years  that 
it  con  hardly  be  expected  there  is 
anything  new  to  wring  out  of  it. 
There  is  nothing  vitally  wrong  in 
that.  No  doubt  the  public  will  con- 
tinue to  want  the  boy  to  get  the 
girl  and,  no  doubt,  he  should. 

For  Hollywood  to  scan  the  ledgers 
of  the  past  and  drag  from  them 
successes  of  another  day  for  remake 
purposes  also  is  a to-be-expected 
part  of  the  formula.  There  would 
appear  to  be  no  valid  reason,  like- 
wise, not  to  re-do  a "Beau  Geste"  or 
a "Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame."  On 
any  other  basis,  it  would  follow 
Shakespeare  ought  not  be  revived 
on  the  stage. 

But  it  is  not  the  raking  over  the 
fields  of  the  past  endlessly  that 
necessarily  makes  production  wood- 
en or  static.  Like  the  boy-meets-girl 
fundamental,  there  is  room  for  re- 
vivals. What  marks  Hollywood  as 
apart  from  the  world  it  lives  in  is  its 
refusal,  thus  far,  to  substantially  rec- 
ognize what  is  going  on  in  that 
world  and  to  reflect  in  its  output 
something  of  the  burning  issues  of 
the  day.  This  is  Nichols'  point  and 
it  is  very  well  taken,  as  the  columns 
of  BOXOFFICE  have  been  arguing 
for  many  months  now. 

The  counter  argument  that  to  de- 
part from  the  well-entrenched  for- 
mula is  to  walk  away  from  the  basic 
principle  of  undiluted  entertain- 
ment is  specious  and  inconclusive 
provided,  however,  production  acu- 
men and  showmanship  ingenuity 
are  expertly  applied.  No  substan- 
tial reason  comes  to  mind  why  the 
contemporary  scene  cannot  be  re- 
flected in  terms  of  widely  accepted 
entertainment,  if  it  turns  out  to  be 
entertainment.  Romance,  love,  com- 
edy, drama,  action  and  all  the  cli- 
maxes do  not  at  all  have  to  be 
routed  out  because  an  underlying, 
or  even  a dominant  theme,  deals 
with  an  economic  or  social  condi- 
tion obviously  crying  for  adjustment 
or  correction. 


In  the  Evidence 

The  secret  is  definitely  in  the  man- 
ner of  the  doing  and  the  proof  is 
available  on  the  screens  of  two 
Broadway  theatres.  The  Rivoli  is 
playing  ".  . . one-third  of  a nation.” 
It  deals  with  city  slums  and  it  is  an 
argument  for  better  housing  for  the 
underprivileged.  Directed  by  Dud- 
ley Murphy,  the  attraction  reflects 
courage.  It  says  a great  deal  that 
ought  to  be  said  and,  on  that  score 
alone  and  by  any  liberal  approach, 
rates  commendation  for  its  nerve 
to  pry  loose  from  the  celluloid  herd. 
Yet  it  is  not  completely  satisfying. 
Concerning  itself  with  drab  and 
tragic  subject  matter,  the  treatment 
maintains  it  too  literally  in  the  drab 
and  tragic  mood.  Therefore,  it 
emerges  firmly  implanted  on  the  ar- 
gumentative side  and  takes  it  place 
finally  in  the  column  of  the  editorial 
and,  perhaps,  the  debate. 

The  Rialto  has  been  playing  what 
RKO  has  been  underplaying,  "Boy 
Slaves."  Its  subject  matter  concerns 
child  labor  in  the  turpentine  camps 
of  the  South.  It  tells  its  brutal  story 
in  vivid  and  definite  terms.  It  never 
permits  its  pivotal  theme  to  get  away 
from  the  spectator  or  he  from  it, 
and  it  closes  on  a fine  and  stirring 
note  of  democracy  and  justice  as  the 
camp  owner  faces  imprisonment  for 
peonage  and  an  admonition  from 
the  court  to  read  the  speeches  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  Noteworthy  not 
only  for  its  content,  but  for  its  as- 
semblage of  excellent  performances 
by  what  is  almost  entirely  a cast  of 
young  boys,  P.  J.  Wolfson's  produc- 
tion skill,  in  this  instance  impresses 
with  its  adroitness  in  intermingling 
laughs  with  heart  tugs,  comedy  with 
tragedy,  swift  action  with  acceler- 
ated climax.  In  these  respects,  "Boy 
Slaves"  strikes  far  closer  to  the  for- 
mula for  entertainment,  plus  vital 
content,  than  its  only  slightly  less 
worthwhile  running  mate  up  Broad- 
way at  the  Rivoli. 

Star  Dust 

But  Nichols  is  waiting.  He  blames 
the  producers  for  creating  stars  and 
then  allowing  the  stars  to  swallow 
the  producers.  He  believes  it  a 
fallacy  to  believe  any  film  con  be 
sold  merely  because  it  is  overrich 
in  marquee  names.  The  evidence 
is  not  entirely  lacking  that  those  pro- 
ducers who  have  tried  this  have 
found  out  the  formula  did  not  work. 
He  also  believes  it  unsound  for  the 
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PARAMOUNT 


Terrific  press  reaction  to  "CAFE  SOCIETY,"  slated  to  be  one  of  big  box-office  pic- 
tures of  year,  has  already  brought  returns  to  Director  Edward  H.  Griffith  He  gets 
assignment  as  director  of  next  Madeleine  Carroll — Fred  MacMurrav  starrer.  “Are 
Husbands  Necessary?” 


Public  and  critics  alike  applauded  Paramount’s  "...ONE  THIRD  OF  A NATION" 
at  world  premiere.  New  York  Rivoli,  Feb.  10th.  Called  this  first  Federal  Theatre 
hit  to  make  screen  “dramatic  thunderbolt,”  “most  interesting  picture  of  year.” 


Omaha.  Nebraska,  will  have  three-day  city-wide 
celebration,  honoring  Cecil  B.  De  Mille’s  "UNION 
PACIFIC,"  with  citizens  wearing  period  costumes, 
main  street  stores  with  period  fronts.  Huge  street 
parade,  huge  historical  show,  “Pioneer  Ball,”  and 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  banquet  will  feature 
celebration.  Actual  picture  premiere  will  take 
place  in  three  theatres,  Omaha,  Orpheum  and 
Paramount.  City  has  appropriated  $27,500 
for  splurge. 

* * * * 

Louise  Campbell,  cheered  by  exhibitors  for  her 
work  in  “Men  with  Wings,”  has  received  ace 
assignment  as  “schoolmarm”  in  "WHAT  A LIFE," 
George  Abbott  Broadway  hit,  soon  to  go  before 
the  cameras  for  Paramount.  Betty  Field,  now  in 
Broadway  production,  will  also  have  lead  role. 
Louise  should  enjoy  part:  she  was  instructress  in 
English  at  De  Paul  University  before  entering 
films.  Jackie  Cooper  is  slated  for  starring  role  in 
“What  a Life.” 

* * * * 

Wedding  bells  will  ring  at  last  in  screen  romance 
of  John  Howard  (Bulldog  Drummond)  and 
Heather  Angel  (Phyllis  Clavering)  in  their  next 
Bulldog  Drummond  feature  scheduled  to  go  be- 
fore the  cameras  this  week  . . . 

**•)(■  * 

"SOME  LIKE  IT  HOT"  has  definitely  been  set  as 
title  for  next  Bob  Hope -Shirley  Ross  co -starrer, 
featuring  Gene  Krupa  and  His  Orchestra  and 
Una  Merkel.  New  song,  “The  Lady’s  In  Love 
With  You,”  by  Burton  Lane  and  Frank  Loesser, 
will  be  featured  in  “Some  Like  It  Hot.”  Music 
experts  claim  it’ll  be  another  “Thanks  for  the 
Memory”  or  “Two  Sleepy  People.”  Keep  listen- 
ing for  it. 

* * * * 

"THE  BEACHCOMBER"  keeps  pushing  up  those 
grosses.  At  Los  Angeles  Paramount  the  Laughton 
picture  registered  highest  gross  since  “Spawn  of 
the  North”  and  was  held  over  for  second  week. 

* -x-  » 

Shooting  has  started  on  "BEAU  GESTE"  with 
Gary  Cooper,  Ray  Milland,  J.  Carrol  Naish, 
Brian  Donlevy  and  a couple  of  hundred  other 
players  working  out  under  Producer  Director 
William  A.  Wellman  at  Buttercup  Valley, 
California,  fifteen  miles  from  Yuma.  So 
another  Paramount  promise  shapes  up  as  a stir- 
ring actuality. 

•*■*** 

Home  office  at  Paramount  is  readying  exciting 
and  beautiful  trade  presentation  on  "GULLIVER’S 
TRAVELS,"  the  Max  Fleischer  full  length  techni- 
color cartoon  now  in  production  at  Fleischer’s 
Miami  Studios.  By  the  way,  smart  showmen  are 
already  signing  on  the  dotted  line  for  this  im- 
portant picture,  as  they  insist  it  is  slated  to  be  one 
of  industry’s  all-time  top  grossers. 


HIGHEST  COURT  RULES  AGAINST  ADMISSION 
PRICE  FIXING,  DUALS  IN  INTERSTATE  CASE 

Copyright  Privilege  Is  No  Move  On  to  Reinstate  N.  D. 

Cloak  for  Maintenance  * t r 

Of  Monopoly,  Verdict  i heatre  Divorceitieni  Law 


By  EARLE  A.  DYER 
Washington — Privileges  conferred  upon 
distributors  by  the  copyright  laws  do  not 
apply  where  they  are  used  to  control  com- 
petition. 

This,  in  effect,  was  the  gist  of  the  Su- 
preme Com't  opinion  in  the  Dallas  anti- 
trust suit,  affirming  the  lower  court  deci- 
sion holding  distributors  and  two  Texas 
theatre  circuits  to  have  violated  the  anti- 
trust laws  by  seeking  to  require  subse- 
quent-run exhibitors  to  charge  specified 
minimum  admissions  and  prohibiting  dou- 
ble bills. 


New  York — Major  distributors  and 
the  Interstate  circuit  very  -probably 
will  petition  the  U.  S.  supreme  court 
for  a rehearing  of  the  Dallas  case 
“after  an  exhaustive  study”  of  the 
tribunal’s  decision. 


The  opinion  of  the  court,  however, 
represented  the  views  of  only  five  of  eight 
members,  a three- justice  minority  headed 
by  Justice  Roberts,  holding  that  the  De- 
partment of  Justice,  which  initiated  the 
suit,  had  failed  to  prove  conspiracy  or 
misuse  of  the  copyright  laws.  The  ninth 
member.  Associate  Justice  Felix  Frank- 
furter, took  no  part  in  consideration  of 
the  case,  which  was  heard  before  he  be- 
came a member. 

Delivering  the  opinion  of  the  majority. 
Associate  Justice  Stone  held  invalid  the 
contracts  under  which  restrictions  were 
to  be  imposed  on  subsequent  run  houses, 
declaring  that  “a  contract  between  a copy- 
right owner  and  one  who  has  no  copy- 
right, restraining  the  competitive  distribu- 
tion of  the  copyrighted  articles  in  the 
open  market  in  order  to  protect  the  latter 
from  the  competition,  can  no  more  be 
valid  than  a like  agreement  between  two 
copyright  owners  or  patentees.” 

Admitting  that  evidence  of  the  alleged 
conspiracy  was  inferential.  Justice  Stone 


Law  Looks  Into 
The  Law 

Los  Angeles — Speculation  is  rife 
among  distributors  and  local  indepen- 
dents over  the  final  outcome  of  the 
protracted  investigation  conducted  here 
by  Albert  J.  Law,  special  government 
investigator.  He  and  his  associates 
have  been  on  local  ground  for  well 
over  a year,  checking  records  and  files 
of  all  exchanges  on  their  dealings  with 
Fox  West  Coast  with  a particular  eye 
fastened  on  provisions  of  the  anti- 
trust laws. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Minneapolis — While  the  North  Dakota 
state  legislature  has  repealed  the  theatre 
divorcement  law  which  would  compel  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  a Paramount 
affiliate,  to  divest  itself  of  its  15  theatres 
in  the  state  in  a swift,  surprise  move,  a 
hurried  movement  is  now  being  made  to 
get  the  measure  back  on  the  statute  books. 

The  repealer  went  through  the  lower 
house  and  senate  wih  practically  no  de- 
bate. When  independent  exhibitor  foes  of 
producer-ownership  theatres  learned  “the 
bad  news,”  they  lost  no  time  in  getting 
busy.  Charging  that  “a  fast  one”  was 
pulled,  they  got  Majority  Leader  R.  R. 
School  of  the  lower  house  to  make  a 
motion  to  reconsider  and  to  request  the 
governor  to  veto  the  repealer. 

Swinging  with  the  independents.  School 
also  asserted  the  legislators  did  not  realize 
what  they  were  doing  when  they  voted 
the  repealer. 

However,  if  the  governor  does  not  veto 
the  repealer  and  the  legislature  does  not 
rescind  its  action  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 


held  that  the  inference  of  the  trial  court 
was  rightly  drawn  from  the  evidence, 
and  was  supported  by  the  fact  that  the 
distributors  failed  to  offer  the  testimony 
of  competent  officials  as  to  whether  any 
agreement  existed  among  them  but  relied 
solely  upon  the  testimony  of  local  man- 
agers that  they  acted  independently  of 
each  other.  Further,  it  was  pointed  out, 
when,  as  a result  of  negotiations  with  the 
independent  exhibitors,  the  proposals  were 
modified,  it  was  by  “substantially  unani- 
mous action”  of  the  distributors. 

“While  the  District  Court’s  finding  of 
an  agreement  of  the  distributors  among 
themselves  is  supported  by  the  evidence, 
we  think  that  in  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  such  agreement  for  the  imposition  of 
the  restrictions  upon  subsequent-run  ex- 
hibitors was  not  a prerequisite  to  an  un- 
lawful conspiracy,”  the  opinion  stated. 
“It  was  enough  that,  knowing  that  con- 
certed action  was  contemplated  and  in- 
vited, the  distributors  gave  their  adher- 
ence to  the  scheme  and  participated  in  it. 
Each  distributor  was  advised  that  the 
others  were  asked  to  participate;  each 
knew  that  cooperation  was  essential  to 
successful  operation  of  the  plan.  They 
knew  that  the  plan,  if  carried  out,  would 
result  in  a restraint  of  commerce,  which 
* * * was  unreasonable  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Sherman  Act,  and  knowing  it, 
all  participated  in  the  plan. 

“It  is  elementary  that  an  unlawful  con- 
spiracy may  be  and  often  is  formed  with- 


ment  Co.  will  be  undisturbed  in  its  owner- 
ship and  operation  of  the  North  Dakota 
theatres. 

The  law  was  passed  in  1935  and  was  to 
become  effective  last  year,  but  Minnesota 
Amusement,  Paramount,  et  al.,  attacked 
its  constitutionality  in  a federal  court  suit. 
A federal  court  upheld  its  validity.  An 
appeal  from  this  decision  is  now  pending 
in  the  U.  S.  supreme  court.  Pending 
the  latter’s  ruling,  it  was  agreed  Minnesota 
Amusement  should  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue to  own  and  operate  the  theatres. 

North  Dakota  is  the  only  state  to  enact 
divorcement  legislation,  but  Allied  has  an- 
nounced it  will  fight  to  obtain  enactment 
of  similar  laws  in  Minnesota  and  other 
states.  The  government’s  suit  against  ma- 
jor distributors  also  has  made  separation 
of  theatres  from  distribution  and  produc- 
tion one  of  its  aims. 

Oscar  Hagen,  speaker  of  the  house,  is 
withholding  his  signature  from  the  thea- 
tre divorcement  repeal  bill  after  being  ad- 
vised that  the  federal  department  of  jus- 
tice is  investigating  the  circumstances 
leading  to  the  repeal  movement. 


out  simultaneous  action  or  agreement  on 
the  part  of  the  conspirators.  Acceptance 
by  competitors,  without  previous  agree- 
ment, of  an  invitation  to  participate  in  a 
plan,  the  necessary  consequence  of  which, 
if  carried  out,  is  restraint  of  interstate 
commerce,  is  sufficient  to  establish  an  un- 
lawful conspiracy  under  the  Sherman  Act.” 

Holding  the  contention  of  the  distribu- 
tors that  they  had  merely  availed  them- 
selves of  their  rights  under  the  copyright 
law,  to  be  untenable.  Justice  Stone  pointed 
out  that  In  previous  decisions  the  court 
has  held  that  “because  a patentee  has 
power  to  control  the  price  at  which  his 
licensee  may  sell  the  patented  article,  it 
does  not  follow  that  the  owner  of  a copy- 
right can  dictate  that  other  pictures  may 
not  be  shown  with  the  licensed  film  or  the 
admission  price  which  shall  be  paid  for  an 
entertainment  which  includes  features 
other  than  the  particular  picture  licensed. 

“Granted  that  each  distributor,  in  the 
protection  of  his  own  copyright  monopoly, 
was  free  to  impose  the  present  restrictions 
upon  his  licensees,  we  are  nevertheless 
of  the  opinion  that  they  were  not  free  to 
use  their  copyrights  as  implements  for  re- 
straining commerce  in  order  to  protect 
Interstate’s  motion  picture  theatre  monop- 
oly by  suppressing  competition  with  it. 
* * * Interstate  was  able  to  acquire  the 
control  and  impose  its  will  by  force  of  its 
monopoly  of  first-run  theatres  in  the 
principal  cities  of  Texas  and  the  threat 
(Continued  on  page  20) 
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r Are  you  ^ 
prepared  lor 
Radioes  greatest 
crowd-attracting 
k.  feud....^1 


Interstate  Loses 
Before  Tribunal 

(Continued  from  page  18) 

to  use  its  monopoly  position  against  copy- 
right owners  who  did  not  yield  to  its  de- 
mands. The  purpose  and  ultimate  effect 
of  each  of  its  contracts  with  the  distribu- 
tors was  to  restrain  its  competitors  in  the 
theatre  business  by  forcing  an  increase  in 
their  admission  price  and  compelling  them 
through  the  double  feature  restriction  to 
make  theii  entertainment  less  attractive, 
and  to  preclude  the  distributors  for  the 
specified  time  from  relaxing  the  pressure 
of  the  restrictions  upon  them.” 

The  case,  Justice  Stone  commented,  was 
not  one  of  the  mere  restriction  of  competi- 
tion between  the  first  showing  of  a copy- 
righted film  by  Interstate  and  a subse- 
quent showing  of  the  same  film  by  a 
licensee  of  the  copyright  owner,  but  had  a 
more  extensive  effect  since  Interstate  is 
in  practically  continuous  competition  with 
independent  exhibitors. 

“The  patent  effect  of  the  contract,”  he 
explained,  “was  to  impose  an  undue  re- 
straint both  as  to  admission  price  and 
the  character  of  the  exhibition  upon  com- 
peting theatre  businesses  habitually  ex- 
hibiting the  competitive  pictures  of  dif- 
ferent copyright  owners.  Through  accep- 
tance of  its  terms  by  the  principal  dis- 
tributors the  contract  became  the  ready 
instrument  by  which  Interstate  succeeded 
in  dominating  the  business  of  its  competi- 
tors in  the  Texas  cities.  The  fact  that 
the  restrictions  may  have  been  of  a kind 
which  a distributor  could  voluntarily  have 
imposed,  but  did  not,  does  not  alter  the 
character  of  the  contract  as  a calculated 
restraint  upon  the  distribution  and  use 
of  copyrighted  films  moving  in  interstate 
commerce.  Even  if  it  be  assumed  that  the 
benefit  to  the  distributor  from  the  restric- 
tions is  one  which  it  might  have  secured 
through  its  monopoly  control  of  the  copy- 
right alone,  that  would  not  extend  the 
protection  of  the  copyright  to  the  contract 
with  Interstate  and  to  the  resulting  re- 
straint upon  the  competition  of  its  busi- 
ness rivals.” 

“Drastic  Suppression” 

The  restrictions  thus  forced  upon  the 
subsequent-run  exhibitors  “were  harsh  and 
arbitrary,”  the  court  held,  and  their  ef- 
fects were  not  offset  by  any  subsequent 
advantages  but  resulted  in  “a  drastic  sup- 
pression of  competition  and  an  oppressive 
price  maintenance,  of  benefit  to  Inter- 
state and  the  distributors  but  injurious 
alike  to  Interstate’s  subsequent-run  com- 
petitors and  to  the  public.” 

“The  benefits,  at  such  a cost  does  not 
justify  the  restrain,”  Justice  Stone  de- 
clared. 

“We  think  the  conclusion  is  unavoid- 
able that  the  conspiracy  and  each  contract 
between  Interstate  and  the  distributors  by 
which  those  consequences  were  effected 
are  violations  of  the  Sherman  Act  and 
that  the  District  Court  rightly  enjoined 
enforcement  and  renewal  of  these  agree- 
ments, as  well  as  of  the  conspiracy  among 
the  distributors.” 

Delivering  the  minority  opinion  for 
himself  and  Justices  McReynolds  and 


FBI  Men  Probing 
Upper  N.  y. 

New  York — FBI  operatives  are  under- 
stood to  have  completed  investigation 
of  complaints  filed  with  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  by  exhibitors  in  the 
metropolitan  area  and  are  now  con- 
centrating their  activities  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  state. 


Butler,  Justice  Roberts  held  that  the  facts 
in  the  case  did  not  support  the  decision  of 
the  lower  court  and  “the  conclusion  that 
there  was  a conspiracy,  either  between  the 
distributor  defendants  or  between  them 
and  the  Interstate  corporation,  is  unjusti- 
fied.” 

“Separately  considered,”  he  declared,  I 
think  these  agreements  are  not  conspira- 
cies contemplated  by  the  Sherman  Act  and 
the  holding  that  they  are  goes  far  beyond 
anything  this  court  has  ever  decided.” 

Because  Interstate  is  the  largest  first- 
run  licensee  in  Texas,  he  asserted,  the 
distributors  have  a right  to  protect  the 
higher  license  fees  which  it  pays.  That 
they  did  this  by  imposing  restrictions  on 
subsequent-run  houses,  and  that  such  re- 
strictions might  narrow  the  opportunity 
of  those  exhibitors  to  obtain  features,  was 
not  necessarily  illegal. 

Justice  Roberts  agreed  that  the  mono- 
poly given  by  the  copyright  acts  cannot 
be  made  the  cover  for  a conspiracy  to  re- 
strain trade,  but  charged  that  the  ma- 
jority had  clouded  the  issue  by  denominat- 
ing as  monopoly,  “the  attachment  to  the 
work  of  an  author  or  composer  or  pro- 
ducer of  motion  pictures  of  the  same 
rights  as  inhere  in  other  property  under 
the  common  law.” 

Roberts  Dissents 

Had  the  distributors  granted  exclusive 
licenses  to  Interstate  and  refused  licenses 
to  subsequent  run  houses,  it  might  injure 
the  business  of  the  latter  but  would  not 
be  in  violation  of  the  law,  he  pointed  out, 
adding : 

“I  am  of  opinion  that  the  restrictions 
in  the  licenses  of  second-run  exhibitors 
were  not  imreasonable  restraints  of  com- 
merce under  the  Sherman  Act. 

“There  is  no  contention  that  the  action 
of  the  distributor  defendants  discouraged 
competition  between  them  either  for  the 
business  of  Interstate  or  for  that  of  sub- 
sequent-run licensees.  The  restrictions 
upon  the  latter  were  not  intended  to  in- 
crease license  fees  paid  by  them  or  those 
paid  by  Interstate;  they  were  imposed 
to  prevent  destruction  of  the  good  will 
which  made  possible  the  continued  exhi- 
bition of  first-run  feature  pictures  and  to 
avoid  decrease  of  the  revenue  from  those 
pictures  then  and  theretofore  enjoyed  un- 
der licenses  to  Interstate  and  other  first- 
run  feature  exhibitors.  The  reasonable- 
ness of  the  restrictions  must  be  judged  by 
the  situation  of  the  industry  and  the 
propriety  of  its  protection  from  practices 
which  would  seriously  injure  it.  * * * 

“It  is  settled  that  the  proprietor  of  a 
copyright  may  grant  an  exclusive  license; 
that  is,  may  covenant  with  his  licensee  that 
he  will  not  license  anyone  else,  as  the 
owner  of  a patent  may  grant  a similar 
exclusive  license  to  make  or  sell  the  pat- 
ented article.  It  is  settled  that  the  dis- 


Sues  Independent 
Chain,  Majors 

Boston  — A double-barreled  anti-trust 
suit  against  Graphic  Theatre  circuit  heads 
and  major  distributors  for  $200,000  each  is 
before  the  U.  S.  district  court,  district  of 
Maine.  The  independent  circuit  and  the 
majors  are  alleged  to  have  combined  and 
conspired  against  the  Millinocket  Thea- 
tre, Inc.,  Prank  LePage  operating  com- 
pany in  the  Maine  town  of  the  same  name. 

Samuel  Kurson,  Newell  Kurson,  Minnie 
Kurson,  Sidney  Epstein  and  Etta  Epstein, 
were  named  as  defendants  in  the  action. 
They  are  associated  in  the  operation  of 
the  independent  Graphic  circuit  which  in- 
cludes some  17  theatres  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont. 

The  unaffiliated  Graphic  circuit,  it’s  al- 
leged in  the  bill  of  complaint,  has  “entire- 
ly eliminated  the  competition  of  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  in  every  city  and  town  in 
which  (it  has)  theatres  m the  state  of 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  ex- 
cept Millinocket  and  Bridgton,  Me.,  and 
Middlebury,  Vt.  But  even  in  these  cities 
and  towns,  no  competing  exhibitor  is  able 
to  contract  with  or  to  secure  the  delivery 
of  an  adequate  supply  of  motion  picture 
films  of  said  defendant  distributors.” 

George  S.  Ryan,  plaintiff  attorney,  is 
lawyer  in  a similar  anti-trust  suit  in  be- 
half of  the  Middle’iury,  Vt.,  situation. 


tributor  defendants  could  lawfully  stipu- 
late with  their  licenses,  whether  first-run 
or  subsequent-run,  as  to  the  admission 
price  to  be  paid  by  patrons  and  that,  so 
to  do,  would  not  be  a violation  of  the 
Sherman  Act.  But  it  is  said  that  if,  in 
order  to  protect  its  earnings  from  first- 
run  licenses  by  enabling  its  licensees  to 
pay  the  demanded  consideration,  the  dis- 
tributor agrees  to  restrict  in  anywise  the 
exhibition  of  the  same  feature  by  a sub- 
sequent run  exhibitor  he  has  violated  the 
anti-trust  law.  In  the  nature  of  things 
this  cannot  be  true.  The  record  discloses 
that  the  distributors  have  always  pro- 
vided a so-called  ‘clearance’  between  the 
first-run  and  subsequent  rims  of  feature 
pictures.  * * * Under  the  decision  here, 
however,  if  a distributor  should  agree 
with  a first-run  house  that  if  it  will  con- 
tract for  a given  feature  picture  at  a 
given  price  the  distributor  will  impose  a 
clearance  on  second-run  houses  this 
would  be  a conspiracy  in  restraint  of 
trade.  Other  restrictions  tending  to  pre- 
serve the  value  of  the  first  exhibition  of  a 
feature  picture  such  as  those  challenged 
in  this  case  are  just  as  necessary  and  I 
suppose,  in  the  absence  of  agreement 
would  be  held  just  as  lawful  as  the  re- 
striction knovm  as  clearance. 

“The  opinion  of  the  court  recognizes 
that  a distributor  may  lawfully  agree 
that  its  exhibitor  licensee  shall  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  exhibit  a copyrighted 
play  but  condemns  the  agreements  here 
in  controversy  although  a much  less  dras- 
tic restraint  respecting  licenses  to  sub- 
sequent-run exhibitors  results  from  the 
provision  for  licenses  with  a restriction 
as  to  price  and  as  to  double  billing.” 
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Text  of  Allied's  Trade  Pact  Revisions 


Washington — The  followmg  draft  of 
fair  trade  praetices  submitted  by  Allied  is 
based  upon  and  is  a revision  of  the  re- 
vised proposals  submitted  by  the  distribu- 
tors’ to  Allied’s  committee  on  January  16. 

/.  Cancellation  Privilege 

(1)  Cancellation  as  a Matter  of  Right 
Whenever  an  exhibitor  contracts  for  all  of 
the  feature  motion  pictures  offered  by  a 
distributor  at  any  one  time,  the  exhibitor 
shall  have  the  right  to  exclude  therefrom, 
without  payment  of  the  film  rentals  there- 
for, not  to  exceed  20  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  if  the  film  rentals  for  all  average 
not  more  than  $100  per  picture,  15  per 
cent  if  the  film  rentals  average  in  excess 
of  $100  and  not  in  excess  of  $250  per  pic- 
ture, and  10  per  cent  if  the  film  rentals 
average  in  excess  of  $250  per  picture. 

In  determining  the  number  of  pictures 
that  may  be  excluded  under  the  foregoing 
percentages,  fractions  of  one  half  or  more 
shall  be  counted  as  one  and  fractions  of 
less  than  one  half  shall  not  be  counted. 

Westerns  produced  in  groups  or  series 
and  connected  by  a common  star  or  con- 
tinued story,  reissues,  and  foreigns  (except 
those  produced  abroad  in  the  English 
language  by  an  American  producer  or  dis- 
tributor, or  a subsidiary  thereof)  shall  not 
be  counted  in  determining  the  number  of 
features  offered  or  licensed  or  the  number 
which  may  be  excluded.  For  the  purpose 
of  this  paragraph,  westerns  produced  as 
aforesaid,  reissues,  and  foreigns  (except 
as  aforesaid)  shall  be  deemed  to  be  sepa- 
rate groups,  and  if  licensed  on  the  same 
agreement  as  other  features,  shall  be 
separately  listed.  Each  such  groun  shall 
be  subject  to  exclusion  by  the  exhibitor  on 
the  same  basis  and  subject  to  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  herein  set  forth. 

In  computing  the  average  film  rental 
per  picture  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  extent  of  the  exhibitor’s  cancellation 
right,  the  film  rentals  of  pictures  to  be 
played  in  whole  or  in  part  on  a percentage 
of  the  gross  receipts  of  exhibition  shall  be 
determined  as  provided  in  the  margin, 
(one) . 

The  exercise  by  any  exhibitor  of  the 
cancellation  privilege  herein  granted  shall 
be  subject  to  the  following  terms  and  con- 
ditions: 

1.  — As  to  each  picture  which  the  exhibi- 
tor may  choose  to  exclude,  he  shall  give 
the  distributor  written  notice  of  such  ex- 
clusion within  10  days  after  the  mailing 
by  the  distributor  of  the  first  notice  of  the 
availability  of  that  picture. 

2.  — The  exhibitor  shall  not  at  the  time 
of  giving  such  written  notice  be  in  ma- 
terial default  under  the  license  agreement. 

3.  — The  exclusion  shall  be  exercised 
proportionately  among  the  several  price 
brackets  provided  for  in  the  license  agree- 
ment as  outlined  in  the  margin:  (2)  but 
any  number  of  exclusions,  up  to  the  total 
allowed  may  be  made  out  of  the  lowest 
price  bracket. 


[T]  (a)  average  the  film  rentals  of  all 
the  distributor’s  feature  motion  pictures 
of  the  preceding  motion  picture  season  ex- 
hibited for  the  same  run  in  such  situa- 
tion upon  a percentage  basis  at  the  ex- 
hibitor’s theatre(s). 

'b)  if  none  of  the  distributor’s  feature 
motion  pictures  were  exhibited  for  the 
same  run  in  such  situation  upon  a percent- 
age basis  at  such  theatre  (s)  during  said 


period,  then  the  average  film  rental  shall 
be  determined  by  agreement  at  the  time 
of  the  making  of  the  license  agreement. 

[2]  Example:  If  the  agreement  licenses  48 
pictures  and  the  highest  price  bracket  in- 
cludes eight  pictures,  the  next  highest 
bracket  includes  12  pictures,  the  next  high- 
est bracket  includes  16  pictures  and  the 
lowest  bracket  contains  the  remaining  12 
pictures,  and  if  the  exhibitor  has  the  right 
to  exclude  a total  of  10  per  cent  (five  pic- 
tures), then  not  more  than  one  picture 
may  be  eliminated  from  the  highest  brack- 
et, not  more  than  one  from  the  next  high- 
est bracket,  not  more  than  two  from  the 
next  highest  bracket  and  the  remaining 
one  picture  from  the  lowest  price  bracket, 
or  all  or  any  part  may  be  eliminated 
from  the  lowest  price  bracket. 


4.  — If  any  exhibitor  having  the  right  to 
do  so  fails  to  eliminate  one  or  more  pic- 
tures from  the  upper  brackets,  he  shall, 
for  each  such  picture,  have  the  right  to 
eliminate  one  picture  from  the  lowest 
bracket:  except  that  if  at  the  time  he 
chooses  to  make  such  elimination  there  are 
no  unplayed  available  pictures  in  the  low- 
est price  bracket,  he  may  exercise  such 
right  in  the  next  lowest  bracket, 

5.  — Upon  the  exclusion  of  any  feature 
motion  picture  under  this  provision  the 
license  therefor  and  all  rights  thereunder 
shall  terminate  and  revert  to  the  dis- 
tributor and  shall  be  charged  against  the 
number  of  exclusions  to  which  the  ex- 
hibitor may  be  entitled  whether  or  not  a 
new  license  agreement  for  the  exhibition 
thereof  is  subsequently  entered  into  by  the 
exhibitor. 

6.  — All  disputes  growing  out  of  the 
exercise  or  attempted  exercise  by  exhibi- 
tors of  the  privilege  herein  granted  shall 
be  submitted  to  arbitration. 

(2)  Cancellation  for  Cause.  An  exhibitor 
shall  have  the  right,  in  addition  to  the 
exclusion  privilege  provided  for  above,  to 
exclude  from  any  license  agreement  any 
picture  which  may  be  locally  offensive  on 
moral,  religious,  or  racial  grounds,  pro- 
vided he  gives  the  distributor  written  no- 
tice, within  14  days  after  the  conclusion 
of  its  first  exhibition  in  the  exchange 
territory  out  of  which  the  exhibitor  is 
served,  of  his  desire  to  exclude  such  pic- 
ture, specifying  the  reasons  therefor.  In 
the  event  of  a dispute  as  to  whether  or  not 
a picture  is  in  fact  locally  offensive,  it 
shall  be  submitted  to  arbitration. 

//.  Trade  Announcement 

(No  change-elimination  recommended) 

Each  distributor  shall  make  general 
trade  announcement  at  or  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  each  of  its  seasons,  contain- 
ing such  information  as  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable to  give  of  all  motion  pictures  com- 
pleted or  actually  in  production  then  in- 
tended for  release  during  such  season,  it 
being  understood  that  the  completion  of 
such  pictures  actually  in  production  and 
the  making  of  such  other  pictures  which 
it  is  intended  to  produce  are  subject  to  the 
hazards  and  uncertainties  of  the  business 
and  they  may  not  be  completed  or  pro- 
duced, as  planned. 

Ill,  Exhibitor  s Limited 
Playing  Time 

■Whenever  an  exhibitor  is  unable  to  con- 
tract for  the  total  number  of  pictures  of- 


fered by  a distributor  because  his  playing 
time  is  so  pre-empted  by  prior  commit- 
ments that  he  cannot,  without  altering 
the  operating  policy  of  his  theatre,  rea- 
sonably use  that  many  additional  pictures, 
the  distributor  will  then  offer  to  the  ex- 
hibitor such  lesser  number  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  or,  lacking  such  agreement, 
such  number  as  may  be  determined  by  ar- 
bitration to  be  the  maximum  number  of 
pictures  that  can  reasonably  be  used  by 
the  exhibitor;  provided,  that  the  dis- 
tributor shall  have  the  right  at  any  time 
before  an  agreement  with  such  exhibitor 
has  been  approved  to  solicit  a contract 
from  or  to  license  all  or  any  of  its  pic- 
tures to  any  other  exhibitor. 

IV.  Preferred  Playing 
Time 

(1)  Flat  Rentals  and  Guarantees.  A dis- 
tributor will  not  exercise  the  right  which 
it  may  have  under  a license  agreement 
to  designate  feature  pictures  for  preferred 
playing  time  in  respect  of  any  picture  for 
which  the  film  rental  is  either  a fixed 
sum  or  is  to  be  computed  in  whole  or  in 
part  upon  a percentage  of  the  gross  re- 
ceipts of  exhibition  with  a fixed  minimum 
sum  guaranteed. 

(2)  Unsuitable  Pictures.  If  a distributor 
shall  exercise  the  right  which  it  may  have 
under  a license  agreement  to  designate 
straight  percentage  pictures  for  preferred 
playing  time  in  respect  of  any  picture 
deemed  by  the  exhibitor  to  be  unsuitable 
for  such  playing  time,  and  the  exhibitor 
shall  give  the  distributor  written  notice 
of  his  objections  thereto  and  the  reasons 
therefor  within  seven  days  after  the  mail- 
ing of  notice  of  such  designation,  the 
question  of  suitability  shall  be  determined 
by  agreement  between  the  distributor  and 
exhibitor,  or,  lacking  such  agreement,  by 
arbitration.  If  the  picture  is  determined 
to  be  unsuitable  for  preferred  time  the 
distributor  may,  at  its  option,  either  (a) 
designate  the  picture  to  be  played  upon 
the  same  rental  terms  on  other  days  of 
the  week  or  (b)  then  or  thereafter  sub- 
stitute another  picture  to  be  played  on 
preferred  time  on  the  terms  designated 
for  the  picture  objected  to,  and  in  the 
latter  case  the  film  rental  for  the  picture 
originally  designated  shall  be  such  as  may 
be  designated  by  the  distributor  within 
its  right  under  the  license  agreement. 
Nothing  in  this  provision  shall  decrease 
or  increase  the  number  of  pictures  to  be 
exhibited  in  each  bracket  as  provided  in 
the  agreement. 

V.  Runs  and  Existing 
Customers 

(1>  Run  Guaranteed.  To  relieve  against 
so-called  “exclusive  selling”  an  exhibitor 
will  be  able  to  obtain  from  a distributor 
a run  of  its  pictures  in  any  situation,  the 
run  to  be  designated  by  the  distributor, 
provided  (a)  that  the  distributor  and  ex- 
hibitor can  mutually  agree  upon  terms 
(the  terms  asked  not  to  be  substantially 
disproportionate  to  those  asked  in  com- 
parable situations),  (b)  that  the  exhibi- 
tor’s theatre  is  not  of  an  obsolete  char- 
acter, (c)  is  in  good  condition  and  (d) 
operates  under  a policy  that  is  not  de- 
structive or  (e)  which  will  not  substan- 
tially affect  the  distributor’s  revenue  from 

(Continued  on  page  42) 
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Washington — Allied’s  proposals  on  prin- 
ciples of  arbitration  and  arbitration  ma- 
chinery and  procedure,  as  covered  in 
Clauses  XV  and  XVI  in  Abram  F.  Myers’ 
draft  of  “Fair  Trade  Practices  for  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Industry,”  dated  February  7, 
1939,  follow: 

XV,  Principles  of  Arbi- 
tration 

(1)  Declaration  of  Policy.  It  will  be  the 
policy  of  each  distributor,  whenever  the 
exhibitors  concerned  therein  are  willing  to 
do  so,  to  submit  to  arbitration  boards  as 
hereinafter  provided  for,  for  the  determi- 
nation of  issues  and  the  making  of  awards, 
or  for  the  ascertainment  and  reporting  of 
facts,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  controversies 
which  may  arise  between  it  and  its 
exhibitor  customers  or  prospective  custo- 
mers out  of  the  foregoing  commitments 
numbered  I (1)  “Cancellation  as  a matter 
of  right,”  I (2)  “Cancellation  for  cause;” 
III  “Exhibitor’s  limited  playing  time;”  IV 

(2)  “Unsuitable  picture  on  preferred  play- 
ing time;”  V (1)  “Runs  guaranteed,” 
V (2)  “Protecting  existing  customers;” 
IX  “Non-theatrical  competition;”  0 XIII 
“Coercing  contracts,”  and  XIV  “Boxoffice 
statements”  E;  also,  all  controversies  con- 
cerning the  performance  by  either  party 
of  any  subsisting  contract  between  a dis- 
tributor and  an  exhibitor. 

In  addition,  the  distributors  will  en- 
courage, foster  and  promote  the  settlement 
of  controversies  between  exhibitors  of  the 
same  class,  or  between  exhibitors  of  dif- 
ferent classes,  involving  (a)  complaints  of 
alleged  unfair  competition  in  violation  of 
any  code  of  fair  competition  which  may  be 
formulated  and  adopted  in  any  film  de- 
livery territory  and  which  is  legal  and 
responsive  to  local  conditions  and  needs. 

The  theatre-owning  distributors,  each 
for  itself,  hereby  pledges  the  full  coopera- 
tion in  this  movement  of  its  own  theatres 
and  will  undertake  to  obtain,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  cooperation  of  its  affiliated  the- 
atres. Each  distributor  will  also  seek  the 
cooperation  of  its  larger  customers, 
whether  affiliated  or  not.  All  organized 
exhibitor  groups  in  ratifying  this  national 
code  of  fair  trade  practices  will  specifically 
approve  the  arbitration  system  herein  pro- 
vided for  and  will  urge  their  members  and 
other  exhibitors  operating  theatres  in  their 
respective  territories  to  subscribe  to  the 
same. 

(2)  Balanced  boards.  A fundamental 
principle  of  the  arbitration  system  herein 
provided  for  is  that  each  controversy  shall 
be  determined,  and  each  inquiry  conducted, 
by  a board  that  is  evenly  balanced  as  be- 
tween the  economic  divisions  of  the  in- 
dustry (as  distinguished  from  trade  divi- 
sions) to  which  the  respective  parties  be- 
long, with  each  party  at  liberty  to  choose 
his  representative  or  representatives  from 
a panel  of  available  arbitrators  represent- 
ing the  economic  division  to  which  he  be- 
longs and  with  authority  in  the  arbitrators 
chosen  by  the  respective  parties  to  ap- 
point a disinterested  arbitrator  or  arbi- 
trators when  demanded  by  either  party  or 
when  deemed  by  the  arbitrators  chosen  to 
be  necessary  or  desirable. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  provision  a dis- 
tributor and  an  “affiliated  theatre”  (i.  e. 
a theatre  owner,  operated  or  booked  by  a 
distributor  or  any  subsidiary  thereof,  or 


in  which  the  distributor  has  any  interest 
through  stock  ownership  or  otherwise), 
shall  be  considered  to  belong  to  the  same 
economic  division  and  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  duplicate  representation  in  a 
controversy  involving  an  independent  ex- 
hibitor for  a rim  under  No.  V (1)  and  it 
is  opposed  by  an  affiliated  theatre,  or  if  it 
involves  a complaint  by  an  independent 
theatre  of  alleged  selling  away  to  an  af- 
filiated theatre  in  violation  of  V (2),  and 
the  board  consists  of  four,  the  distriliutor 
may  choose  one  arbitrator,  the  affiliated 
theatre  may  choose  one  arbitrator  and  the 
independent  exhibitor  may  choose  two 
arbitrators. 

In  a case  where  more  than  two  parties 
demand  representation  on  the  board  on 
the  ground  that  while  two  or  more  may 
belong  to  the  same  economic  division  their 
interests  in  the  controversy  are  neverthe- 
less are  antagonistic,  each  party  may 
choose  one  arbitrator,  and,  on  the  demand 
of  any  party,  a sufficient  number  of  dis- 
interested arbitrators  shall  be  added  so 
that  the  vote  of  any  representative  arbitra- 
tor plus  the  combined  votes  of  the  dis- 
interested arbitrators  shall  constitute  the 
balance  of  pov/er.  Thus,  if  the  examples 
cited  in  the  preceding  paragraph  the  the- 
atre opposing  the  granting  of  a run  or  to 
which  product  has  been  sold  away  from 
the  complainant,  belonged  to  an  indepen- 
dent circuit  instead  of  an  affiliated  cir- 
cuit, and  the  independent  circuit  de- 
manded representation  on  the  board,  the 
distributor,  the  independent  circuit  and 
the  complaining  exhibitor  would  each  be 
entitled  to  name  one  arbitrator,  and,  upon 
demand  of  any  party,  the  board  would  be 
augmented  by  two  disinterested  arbitrators. 

Obviously,  this  mathematically  progres- 
sion cannot  be  pursued  to  a point  where 
the  boards  become  too  unwieldy.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  all  controversies  except  cases 
involving  clearance  and  zoning  can  be 
accommodated  by  boards  containing  not 
more  than  five  representative  members 
and  a total  membership  of  nine.  This, 
therefore,  is  established  as  the  point  be- 
yond which  individual  representation 
cannot  go.  In  controversies  affecting  a 
large  number  of  individuals,  such  as  those 
involving  zoning  and  clearances,  efforts 
should  be  made  to  obtain  the  participa- 
tion of  all  through  group  representation 
rather  than  by  individual  representation. 

The  distributors  prefer  not  to  partici- 
pate in  controversies  involving  clearance 
and  zoning  beyond  being  heard  in  regard 
to  any  proposal  which  might  affect  their 
revenues  as  distributors.  0 The  economic 
divisions  in  cases  of  this  kind,  therefore, 
will  not  be  as  between  distributor  and  ex- 
hibitor, or  affiliated  theatre  and  inde- 
pendent exhibitor,  but  between  runs.  The 
principle  of  balanced  representation, 
whether  by  groups  or  by  individuals,  will 
be  observed  with  the  balance  of  power 
resting  with  the  disinterested  members  of 
the  board. 

(3)  Binding  awards.  The  forms  of  con- 


[J] — If  retained. 

|~4] — If  retained. 

— So  stated  in  the  conferences. 

[~^ — It  should  be  explained  that  generally  speak- 
ing arbitration  awards  may  be  vacated  (a) 
where  procured  by  corruption,  fraud  or  un- 
due means;  (b)  where  the  arbitrators  did  not 
allow  a fair  hearing,  and  (c)  where  the  arbi- 
trators exceeded  their  powers. 

— If  retained. 


sent  or  agreement  to  arbitrate  shaU  con- 
form to  the  practice  and  law  in  the  juris- 
diction in  which  they  are  to  operate.  In 
jurisdictions  where  arbitration  agreements 
are  effective  only  as  to  existing  contro- 
versies, the  general  agreements  shall  pro- 
vide that  the  subscribers  will  execute  a 
separate  agreement  as  to  each  controversy 
when  and  if  it  arises.  All  agreements, 
whether  general  or  special,  shall  bind  the 
parties  not  only  to  arbitrate  all  contro- 
versies affecting  them  of  the  kinds  enu- 
merated herein,  but  also  shall  bind  them 
to  abide  by  and  perform  any  awards  that 
may  be  entered  against  them.  In  some 
jurisdictions  the  awards  will  be  enforce- 
able in  the  courts,  in  other  jurisdictions 
they  may  not  be.  In  all  cases  the  parties 
by  their  agreement  to  arbitrate  wiU  pledge 
their  good  faith  to  abide  by  and  perform, 
any  award  that  may  be  entered  against 
them.  0 

(4)  Pre-trial  or  conciliation.  Provision 
shall  be  made  in  the  panels  for  a limited 
number  of  men,  balanced  as  between  the 
several  economic  divisions,  who,  being 
readily  available,  shall  constitute  a stand- 
ing committee  whose  good  offices  may  be 
invoked,  at  the  option  of  the  complainant, 
for  the  adjustment  of  controversies  (par- 
ticularly those  calling  for  speedy  determi- 
nation) by  means  of  conciliation.  This 
procedure  shall  not,  however,  be  a sub- 
stitute for  the  formal  arbitration  proceed- 
ing whenever  the  latter  is  demanded  by 
either  party;  nor  shaU  resort  to  the  in- 
formal conciliation  method  preclude  any 
party  from  thereafter  demanding  arbitra- 
tion. 

XVI  Arbitration  Machinery 
and  Procedure 

(1)  Location  of  Boards.  An  Arbitration 
Board  shall  be  established  in  each  film 
delivery  territory. 

(2)  Organization  of  Boards  and  creation 
of  panels.  Promptly  after  the  ratification 
of  this  code  of  fair  competition  by  the 
exhibitor  association  or  associations  in  any 
film  delivery  territory,  a committee  to  be 
known  as  the  Joint  Committee  on  Arbitra- 
tion, consisting  of  representative  distribu- 
tors and  exhibitors  (each  trade  division 
naming  its  own  representatives) , shall  be 
formed.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Joint 
Committee  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Arbitration  Board  for  the  ter- 
ritory, and,  in  this  connection — 

(a)  to  receive  from  the  distributors,  af- 
fUiated  exhibitors  and  independent  ex- 
hibitors, agreements,  in  proper  form,  to 
arbitrate  controversies  as  herein  provided 
and  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping 
thereof ; 

(b)  to  provide  for  the  creation  of  a 
general  panel  and  a neutral  of  persons 
available  and  willing  to  serve  as  arbitra- 
tors; 

(c)  to  arrange  for  a convenient  place 
for  the  Arbitration  Board  to  sit,  preferable 
at  exhibitor  headquarters  or  in  one  of  the 
exchanges,  and  without  expense; 

(d)  publish  from  time  to  time  a list  of 
the  distributors  and  exhibitors  in  the  ter- 
ritory who  have  agreed  to  arbitrate  con- 
troversies arising  under  this  code. 

(3)  Composition  of  the  panels.  The  gen- 
eral panel  shall  consist  of  20  persons  of 
whom  the  distributors  shall  name  10  and 
the  exhibitor  association  functioning  in 
that  particular  territory  shall  name  the 

(Continued  on  page  26) 


24 


BOXOFFICE  February  18,  193ft 


The  New  Universal  presents 

W.  C.  FIELDS 


"Yon  Can't  Cheat  An  Honest  Man" 


Edgar 


with 


Charlie 


BERGEN 


McCarthy 


and  MORTIMER  • CONSTANCE  MOORE  > MARY  FORBES 
THURSTON  HALL  • PRINCESS  BABA 


Original  story  by  Charles  Bogle 
Directed  by  GEORGE  MARSHALL 
Produced  by  LESTER  COWAN 


Text  Allied  Arbitration  Proposal 

< Continued  from  page  24)  


other  10.  In  any  territory  where  there 
are  two  or  more  exhibitor  associations, 
each  may  appoint  a panel  of  10.  The 
members  of  the  general  panel  may  be  af- 
filiated with  distributor  or  exhibitor  in- 
terests, but  their  connections  shall  be 
fully  disclosed  and  they  shall  be  classi- 
fied according  to  their  affiliations.  Major 
distributors  and  so-called  independent  (hs- 
tributors,  first  run  and  subsequent  run 
city  exhibitors  and  small  town  exhibitors 
all  shall  be  represented  on  the  panel. 

The  neutral  panel  shall  consist  of  from 
10  to  15  members  to  be  proposed  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Arbitration,  subject 
to  ratification  by  the  distributors  and  the 
exhibitor  association  or  associations  in 
each  territory.  These  members  shall  not 
also  be  members  of  the  general  panel  and 
shall  not  be  in  any  manner  associated 
with  exhibitor  or  distributor  interests,  but, 
so  far  as  possible,  they  shall  have  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  motion  picture  business. 
It  shall  not  be  a bar  that  a particular 
member,  at  the  time  of  his  selection,  has 
had  no  previous  experience  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

Vacancies  occumng  by  reason  of  illness, 
resignation,  disqualification,  disability  or 
death,  shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  provided  for  in  the  original  appoint- 
ments. 

Each  party  to  an  arbitration  proceeding 
may  designate  as  his  arbitrator  or  arbitra- 
tors any  member  or  members  of  this  panel 
or  anyone  else  he  desires  outside  of  the 
panel. 

Each  person  upon  being  named  a mem- 
ber of  either  a general  or  neutral  panel 
shall  subscribe  to  an  oath,  in  substantially 
the  following  form,  which  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Joint  Committee  on  Arbitration, 
viz: 

I having  been 

duly  appointed  a member  of  the 

panel  of  arbitrators  for  the 

film  delivery  territory,  solemnly  swear  that 
I will  perform  my  duties  diligently  and 
uprightly  and  that  I will  decide  the  con- 
troversies brought  before  me  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Code  of  Fair  Competi- 
tion involved  therein,  without  fear  or 
favor. 

If  general  arbitrators  are  chosen  out- 
side the  panel,  they  too  shall  take  the 
oath. 

(4)  Proceedings,  How  Initiated.  To  ini- 
tiate an  arbitration  proceeding  under  this 
Code,  the  complainant  (having  previously 
signed  a general  arbitration  agreement) 
shall  send  by  registered  mail  to  the  re- 
spondent or  respondents  (who  must  have 
signed  such  an  agreement) , a statement 
of  claim  which  shall  set  forth,  in  non- 
technical language,  the  following: 

(a)  Name  and  address  of  the  com- 
plainant, the  name  of  his  exchange  or 
theatre,  and  the  number  and  date  of  his 
agreement  to  arbitrate. 

(b)  Brief  statement  of  the  complaint  or 
claim,  giving  the  date  of  the  contract,  if 
any,  involved,  and/or  the  number  and  title 
of  the  Code  provision  on  which  the  pro- 
ceeding is  based. 

(c)  A demand  for  arbitration  and  the 
name  or  names  of  the  arbitrators  chosen 
by  the  complainant. 

In  cases  involving  a single  respondent, 
the  complainant  ma^name  either  one  or 
two  arbitrators,  and  the  respondent  can 
name  an  equal  number.  In  cases  in- 
volving more  than  one  respondent  each 


party  shall  name  only  one,  as  provided  in 
XV  (2).  A copy  of  the  statement  of  claim 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Arbitration  for  filing. 

(5)  The  Reply.  The  respondent  or  re- 
spondents shall  reply  within  six  days 
(exclusive  of  Sunday)  by  registered  mail, 
setting  forth  in  simple  language  any 
explanation  of  or  defense  to  the  com- 
plaint or  claim.  And  if  the  proceeding  is 
to  be  contested  the  arbitrators  chosen  by 
the  respondent  or  respondents  shall  be 
named.  This  reply  shall  also  give  the  date 
and  number  of  each  respondent’s  agree- 
ment to  arbitrate  and  a copy  shall  be  sent 
to  the  Joint  Committee.  Where  there  is 
more  than  one  respondent,  joint  or  sepa- 
rate replies  may  be  tendered. 

(6>  Hearing.  The  arbitrators,  when 
named,  shall  designate  one  of  their  own 
number  to  preside,  and  the  presiding 
arbitrator  shall  arrange  for  a hearing  at 
the  earliest  convenience  of  the  other  arbi- 
trators and  the  respective  parties.  Fail- 
ing to  obtain  an  agreement,  the  presiding 
arbitrator  will  fix  a date  not  later  than  10 
days  afer  the  last  date  on  which  a reply 
to  the  complaint  could  be  filed. 

At  least  three  days  before  the  hearing 
any  party  desiring  that  a neutral  arbitra- 
tor (or  arbitrators)  shall  sit  during  the 
hearing  shall  so  notify  the  presiding  arbi- 
trator. In  the  absence  of  such  notifica- 
tion the  representative  arbitrators  may, 
at  their  option,  hear  the  case  with  or 
without  a neutral  member  or  members, 
calling  in  an  umpire  only  in  case  they  find 
themselves  evenly  divided  as  to  the  award 
to  be  made. 

Neutral  arbitrators  shall  be  designated 
from  the  neutral  panel,  and  not  otherwise, 
by  the  representative  arbitrators  and  not 
by  the  parties.  If  the  representative 
arbitrators  are  unable  to  agree  upon  the 
neutral  arbitrator  or  arbitrators  to  be 
designated,  then  they  shall  be  chosen  by 
lot. 

No  arbitrator  whether  representative  or 
neutral  shall  be  chosen  to  act  as  an  arbi- 
trator in  any  dispute  in  which  he  has  a 
direct  or  indirect  personal  or  financial  in- 
terest. The  parties  may,  however,  waive 
their  right  to  object  to  any  arbitrator  on 
the  ground  of  interest. 

At  the  hearings — 

(a)  The  parties  may  represent  them- 
selves or  be  represented  by  another. 

(b)  Witnesses  shall  testify  under  oath. 

(c)  Each  party  shall  have  the  right  to 
question  the  witnesses  of  the  other  party 
or  parties. 

(d)  The  arbitrators  may  require  any 
party  to  produce  whatever  records  and 
documents  they  may  deem  necessary. 

(e)  Arbitrators  shall  be  the  judges  of 
the  relevancy  of  the  testimony  or  evi- 
dence offered,  but  the  technical  rules  of 
evidence  shall  not  be  applied  and  the  board 
may  inquire  into  the  good  faith  of  any 
claim  or  defense  offered. 

(f)  Stenographic  records  of  testimony 
will  not  be  taken  unless  either  or  both 
parties  so  request  and  provide  funds  for 
the  same  in  which  case  the  stenographer 
shall  be  selected  by  Arbitration  Board,  or, 
if  designated  by  either  or  both  parties,  ap- 
proved by  the  Board. 

(7)  Awards.  If  any  award  is  in  favor 
of  an  exhibitor  complainant  under  com- 
mitments Nos.  I (1)  and  I (2)  it  shall 
direct  that  the  complainant  be  allowed  to 
cancel  the  picture  or  pictures  in  ques- 
tion; if  such  an  award  is  made  under 


commitment  No.  Ill  it  shall  specify  the 
maximum  number  of  pictures  that  the 
complainant  can  absorb  and  direct  that 
he  be  allowed  to  license  not  to  exceed  that 
number  of  pictures;  if  under  No.  IV  (2) 
it  shall  direct  that  the  complainant  be 
relieved  of  the  requirement  of  playing  the 
picture  in  question  on  preferred  time, 
leaving  it  to  the  distributor  to  follow  either 
of  the  alternatives  provided  in  the  com- 
mitment; if  under  No.  V d)  it  shall  di- 
rect that  the  complainant  be  granted  a 
run  to  be  designated  by  the  distributor  on 
terms  not  substantially  disproportionate  to 
those  demanded  in  comparable  situations; 
if  under  V (2)  it  shall  direct  that  the 
product  be  not  sold  away  from,  but  that 
it  be  sold  to,  the  complainant;  and  if 
under  IX  it  shall  direct  that  the  non- 
theatrical be  no  longer  served. 

In  controversies  involving  clearance  or 
zoning,  the  award,  if  in  favor  of  the  com- 
plainant, shall  recite  that  the  clearance  in 
question  has  been  found  to  be  unreason- 
able and  shall  prescribe  fair  and  reason- 
able clearance  to  be  observed  by  the 
parties. 

In  proceedings  involving  the  perform- 
ance by  either  party  of  a license  agree- 
ment, the  award  shall  be  for  specific  per- 
formance, or  for  relief  in  the  nature  of  an 
injunction,  except  when  provisions  are  in- 
volved which  prescribe  monetary  damages 
for  breach  or  failure  to  perform. 

In  proceedings  under  commitments  Nos. 
XIII  and  XIV  0 there  shall  be  no  award, 
but  the  Board  shall  make  a report  setting 
forth  the  material  facts  and  finding 
specifically  that  coercive  steps  were  or 
were  not  taken,  or  that  the  boxoffice 
statements  were  or  were  not  falsified,  as 
the  case  may  be.  In  all  cases  in  which 
the  decision  is  in  favor  of  the  respondent 
or  respondents,  the  award  shall  provide 
merely  that  “the  complaint  is  dismissed 
for  lack  of  merit.’’ 

Arbitration  Boards  shall,  have  no  power 
to  award  counsel  fees  or  costs  in  favor  of 
one  party  as  against  the  other. 

(8)  Costs  of  Arbitration  Machinery. 
Upon  the  filing  of  a claim  the  complaining 
party  shall  pa»y  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Arbitration  a filing  fee  in  such  amount 
as  that  Committee  may  by  general  rule 
establish,  bearing  in  mind  the  expenses 
to  be  met,  but  which  shall  not  be  less  than 
$5.  These  fees  are  to  cover  the  cost  of — 

(a)  Compensation  of  the  neutral  arbi- 
trators whenever  necessary.  (No  compen- 
sation shall  be  paid  the  arbitrators  on  a 
general  panel). 

(b)  Expenses  incurred  upon  the  initia- 
tive of  the  Arbitration  Board. 

(c)  Expenses  of  the  Joint  Committee 
and  other  administrative  expense. 

(d)  Expense  of  a secretary  if  one  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. 

In  disputes  involving  principles  affect- 
ing all  branches  of  the  industry,  the 
Arbitration  Board  (or  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee) may,  of  its  own  motion,  apportion 
the  costs  among  all  the  distributors  and 
the  exhibitor  association. 

(9)  Waiving  Oral  Hearing.  If  the  parties 
to  any  controversy  agree  in  writing  to 
waive  oral  hearing,  the  complainant  shall 
first  submit  his  sworn  claim,  supported  by 
excerpts  from  books  of  account  and  other 
relevant  evidence,  together  with  argument 
to  the  Board  and  to  the  respondent;  the 
respondent  shall  then  file  with  the  Board 
and  submit  to  the  complainant  his  sworn 
statement  of  defense  and  argument.  Both 
parties  may  then  submit  in  writing  and 
under  oath  such  further  evidence  as  they 
see  fit  within  five  days,  after  which  the 
Board  will  consider  the  file  and  enter 
award. 
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Ojei  like  ibilof^tisr  ^gres 
Jour  o/  th0  hig  attract 
jns  llkaf  iirfll  highUghi 
aCOMBfG  WEEKS... 
a ai^0_another ... 
§anin0KGEn'  NOWLj 

Bigjshows  that  set  the 

tr  the  industry i m ■ 


HOLDOVERS  FOLLOWING  ONE  ANOTHER  AS  FAST  AS 
OPENINGS... AND  EVERY  NEW  DATE  A NEW  DEMONSTRATION 
OF  ITS  TERRIFIC  ROX- OFFICE  POWER... NEW  YORK,  LOS 
ANGELES,  MIAMI,  CHICAGO,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  ROSTON  - EVERY- 
WHERE THE  RIGGEST  MONEY  PICTURE  THE  INDUSTRY  HAS 
SEEN  IN  MONTHS... irS  THE  EXTENDED-RUN  SENSATION 
THAT  HITS  THE  PACE  OF  THE  ALL-TIME  TOP-MONEY 
SHOWS  ON  OPENING  AND  HOLDS  THE  STRIDE  DAY  RY  DAY! 


"Three  cheers  for  'Gunga  Din'," 
shonts  Kate  Cameron  in  the  If. 
Daily  News  — summing  up  the 
tenor  of  the  daily  newspaper 
reviews  all  over  the  countr;i^. 


"An  achievem'^  to  make  the  in- 
dustry proud . . . (||b  of  our  truly  great 
pictures,"  soyi^am  Shain,  Editor 
Motion  ^icturh  DaUy,  echoing  the 
opinigjr  ol^^e  entlyg  f^ade  press! 


‘•8 

i 


M 

CARY  GRANTVICTOR  M‘LAGLEN 
DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS, 

«*tth 

SAM  JAFFE  « EDUARDO  CIANNELU  * JOAN 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTrTON 
PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  GEORGE  STEVENS 
From  a Story  by  BEN  HECHT  and  CHARUS  MacARTHUR 
Inspired  by  RUDYARD  KIPIING'S  Poem 

Screen  Pfoy  bf  Joef  Sox'*  fred  Guio/ 


n 


lean . • . lesieiudy  s piemieie  duuitjiiot;  uia 
Barrymore  puts  forth  magnificent  performance. 


A MAN  WITH 
A HOLE  IN  HIS 
PANTS  . . , and  two  loyal 
kids  . . . bring  you  price- 
less entertainment. 


OW  AT  THE  PEAK  OF  ITS  NATIONAL  PBESTIGE! 

Word  of  its  greatness  is  spreading  around  the  country  like 
wildfire  . . . These  New  York  notices  keynote  the  acclaim  of 
Coast  to  Coast  critics  for  the  first  of  this  year's  **Ten  Best": 

"k  great  show... has  powerfully  potent  charm  that  cannot  help  but  attract  patronage/  —^Kate  Cameron,  N.  Y.  Daily  News 
..."A  disarming  and  enchanting  film... Story  told  with  such  warmth  and  such  a sure  sense  of  screen  values  that  you  will  be 
making  a mistake  to  miss  it/'— Howard  Sames,  n.  y.  Heraid-Tribune  ...“k  noteworthy  picture ...  Has  a simplicity  which 
is  endearing,  and  it  builds  up  to  a climax  which  reduces  one  to  tears.'  —Bland  Johaneson,  N.  Y.  Daily  Mirror..,^  "A  picture 
with  its  heart  in  the  right  place .. .Engaging  performances  lift  it  now  and  again  into  charm,  pity  and  tender- 
ness."—s.  R.  c.,  New  York  T/mes . . ."like  a breath  of  fresh  air  on  a sultry  evening...  As  fine  and 
engrossing  an  entertainment  as  the  screen  has  offered  in  months."— w^di/am  Boehnei,  n.  y\  Worid-Teiegram 
. .."A  real  picture  — a tender,  rollicking  comedy  with  all  the  drama  it  needs.  Might  have  been  written  orig- 
inally with  just  its  present  cast  in  mind."— E/zeen  Creeiman,  N.  Y.  Sun . . ."Has  both  charm  and  humor . . . 
adroitly  fashioned  and  thoroughly  enjoyable . . . well  worth  seeing.'  ~^Rose  Pelswick,  N.  Y.  Journal  Arner- 
'Yesterday's  premiere  audience  charmed ...  packs  a wallopy  appeal  and  divine  sense  of  humor... 

Irene  T hirer,  N.  Y.  Post 

RADIO  CITY  MUSIC 
HALL  ATTRACTION... 
NOW  PLAYING  FIRST 
RUNS  COAST  TO  COAST 


GIIEfl 

THE  GREAT  HAN  VOTES 


nm  HOLDEN  VIRGINIA  WEIDLER 

PANDBO  S.  BERMAN  IN  CRARGE  OE  PRORUCIION  ■ DIRECIED  By  GARSON  KANIN  • PROOUCED  By  CHEF  REID 


DONALD  MacBRIDE  • KAIHARINE  ALEXANDER 


SCREEN  PlAY  BY  JOHN  IWISI 


J 


with 

MARIA  OUSPENSKAYA 
LEE  BOWMAN 
ASTRID  ALLWYN 
MAURICE  MOSCOVICH 


Irene  Dunne,  as  Terry  McKay, 
Park  Avenue  lady  of  leisure  . . 
loving  ease  and  luxury . . play- 
ing at  life  in  the  world's  gay 
es!  . . Charles  Boyer,  as 
reckless,  dashing,  irresist- 
ible Michel  Marnay . . interna- 
tional lover,  carefree  heart- 
breaker!  . . these  two  ^ swept 
off  their  feet  by  a love  that 
would  not  be  denied!  .... 


PRODUCTION 


What  a situation  for  burning  romance! 
~ for  drama,  conflict,  hope  and  heart- 
break jewelled  in  settings  of  richness 
such  as  to  arouse  the  secret  dreams  of 
every  woman!  . . What  Box-office!  . . 
Stars,  Story,  Director,  Production  Ele- 
gance — everything  for 


money 


99 


I 


SCREEN  PLAY  BY  DELMER  DAVES  AND  DONALD  OGDEN  STEWART 

DIRECTED  BY  LEO  McCAREY 


■ 

ger  in^a;  great 
STORY! . . . por- 
tia|ri^PM  lives  of  Ihe  glamoions 
made  dancing  the 
hreafi^ternational  pastime! . . . 
bedoj^he  fashion-plate  girl  who 
wore  the  first  bobbed  hair; 
Vernon,  the  Bean  Brnmmel  whose 
rhythmic  feet  were  stilled  in 
war-torn  skies...Tender  romance, 
high-hope,  laughter,  heart-throbs 
and  fight  against  odds! . . . Fred 
and  Ginger  re-living  the  sensa- 
tions of  the  first  Gastle  Walk, 
the  Tango,  the  Naxixe,  the  Texas 
Tommy!— the  most  thrilling 
dancing  of  the  Astaire -Rogers 
careers— to  the  haunting  hit 
melodies  of  the  exciting  times... 
All  the  glory  that  made  the 
Castles  the  most  talked-of  figures 
of  their  brilliant  day  make  this 
THE  BIG  STANDOUT  SNOW  FOR 
TOP  GROSSES  THIS  YEAR! 


GINGER 

ROGERS 


TEMPORARY  TITLE 


n 

y 

EDNA  MAE  OLIVER 
WALTER  BRENNAN 

LEW  FIELDS  • ETIENNE  GIRARDOT 
JANET  BEECHER 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  IN 
CHARGE  OF  PRODUCTION 

DIRECTED  BV 
H.  C.  POTTER 

ASSOCIATE  PRODUCER 
GEORGE  HAIGHT 


A 


•-"■-■■ 


1 R ' 


’^‘lit&mrofkorr 


. ..  - ••-:!STr'I-"  ‘H  Hug 


T»ii|T 


Corrigan' 
Retepliol 
Parade 


5£p; 


* 


Nevei  in  modem  times  has  the  imagination  of  the  woild 
been  so  quickened  as  it  was  by  "Careless^'  Corrigan's 
greatest  of  all  do-or-die  deeds ! . . . Overnight  he  became 
dear  to  the  heart  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  with  a 
drop  of  red  blood  in  his  veins . . . Now  he's  on  the  screen, 
with  his  smile,  his  "crate,"  his  life,  his  flight  — woven 
into  a drama  of  such  excitement,  such  speed  and  thrill 
and  ready  exploitability  as  to  stamp  this  great  picture 
THE  NUMBER  ONE  SHOW  SENSATION  OF  THE  SEASON! 


Wilh  production  completed  on  the  Astaire-Rogers  "Castles" 
show.  Ginger  begins  work  on  her  greatest  straight  dramatic 
role  since  "Stage  Door.".  . . Here  she  has  a stage  play  full  of 
emotional  fire  ...  A romance  rich  in  heart-hitting  situations 
and  bristling  dialog!  . . . The  story  of  a girl  with  too  much 
loveliness! . . . and  too  little  love! ...  a girl  who  dared  to  face 
the  guns  of  scandal  with  another  woman's  baby  in  her  arms! 
. . . An  exciting  change  of  pace  for  Ginger  . . . another  big 
show  coming  up  for  YOU! 


ROGERS 


LiniE  MOTHER 


DRIVE 


EFER 


JAN.  28 . .JUNE  2 


SKO  ready!..Looji 

at  the9roduct!..  Never  be 
lore  h^s  there  been  like 
privilege  in  this  industry 
of  bringing  to  the  screen  so 
many  fine  pictures  in  so 
short  a time  as  will  bear 
the  RKO  Radio  trade-mark 
during  the  coming  weeks . • 
And  that's  only  the  begin- 
ning of  the  new  day k.That's 


why  RKO  Radio  is  shouting  - 


k K 


W.  F.  RODGERS 


nicotine 


'^ILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  silver-haired 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  has 
taken  up  cigar  smok- 
ing for  the  first  time 
in  his  life.  To  his 
many  friends,  it  will 
be  an  unusual  sight 
to  see  a 5 or  6-inch 
cigar  protruding  from 
his  mouth,  but  the 
reason  is  that  Bill — 
to  his  friends — has 
been  puffing  away  on 
too,  too  many  cigar- 
ettes. So  he  decided 
to  cut  down  on  his 
David  Bernstein,  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  Loew’s,  and  William 
P.  Phillips,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  UA  Theatres  Corp.,  are  aboard  the 
Nieuw  Amsterdam  on  a six  weeks’  cruise 
to  South  American  ports.  Imagine  these 
two  financial  geniuses  in  a bridge  game 
with  their  wives  as  partners,  or  just  imag- 
ine Bernstein  and  Phillips  in  a bridge 
game?  . . . Which  reminds  Boris  Morros, 
former  music  head  for  Paramount,  now 
turned  producer  and  distributor  of  French 
films,  and  Gabriel  Pascal,  who  produced 
“Pygmalion”  which  M-G-M  is  distribui- 
ing,  sailed  for  Europe  on  the  same  liner, 
the  Queen  Mary.  Both  have  reservations 
to  return  on  the  same  boat,  scheduled  to 
sail  from  Southampton,  February  18. 


In  the  talent  scout  division:  Joe  Mos- 
kowitz,  eastern  representative  for  2Qth- 
Fox,  returned  from  the  coast  early  this 
week.  On  the  same  train  were  Humphrey 
Bogart  and  his  missus,  Mayo  Methot,  a 
hanker  with  Chase  National  Bank.  The 
four  got  into  a bridge  game  while  stream- 
lining east  and  during  the  conversation  it 
was  only  natural  that  the  film  industry’s 
financial  affairs  would  come  up.  Mosko- 
witz  and  Bogart  then  got  an  earful  on  a 
banker’s  version  of  the  picture  business 
which,  of  course,  does  not  coincide,  by  a 
far  stretch  of  the  imagination,  with  the 
actual  status  of  affairs. 

Carl  Leserman,  assistant  to  Gradwell  L. 
Sears,  president  of  Vitagraph,  is  back  at 
his  desk.  He’s  wearing  off  a Miami  tan, 
like  some  others  around  the  Big  Town 
. . . T.  K.  Stevenson,  president  of  Erpi,  is 
in  London  checking  up  on  the  company’s 
operations  there  and  is  due  back  on  the 
Queen  Mary,  March  9 . . . Walter  J. 
Hutchinson,  general  foreign  sales  manager 
of  20  th  Century-Fox,  has  joined  the 
Miami  brigade  . . . Norman  Bede  Rydge, 
one  of  Australia’s  outstanding  financial 
men  and  managing  director  of  Greater 
Union  Theatres,  Ltd.  is  expected  in  New 
York  sometime  next  month  for  a general 
looksee  at  the  product  situation  ...  Si 
Fabian,  head  of  the  Eastern  circuit  bear- 
ing his  name — he  operates  in  Brooklyn, 
Troy,  Schenectady  and  Staten  Island, 
among  other  places — has  joined  his  father 
and  mother  at  Miami.  Jacob,  the  father, 
was  the  founder  of  the  Fabian  circuit 
which  was  acquired  by  Warners  through 
the  Stanley  Company  of  America  about 
a decade  ago. 


Harry  M.  Warner,  president  of  the  com- 
pany bearing  his  name,  is  due  from  the 
coast,  April  1,  on  a short  business  trip. 
Jack  L.  Warner,  in  charge  of  production, 
is  expected  here  about  March  1.  Hal  B. 
Wallis  may  accompany  the  production 
chief.  Waddil  Catchings,  a director  of  the 
company,  returned  early  in  the  week  from 
a two-week  visit  to  the  studios.  He  usual- 
ly makes  one  trip  to  the  coast  annually. 
S.  Charles  Einfeld,  publicity,  advertising 
and  exploitation  head,  is  in  from  Holly- 
wood to  spend  three  or  four  weeks  at  the 
home  office. 

Jules  Levy,  general  sales  manager  of 
RKO,  and  Mrs.  L.  entertaining  Felix 
Young,  coast  agent,  at  the  Versailles,  one 
of  the  town’s  top  night  spots,  and  much 
interested  in  the  exhibition  of  rhumba, 
plain  a/nd  fancy  . . . Eugene  Picker,  film 
buyer  and  chief  booker  for  Loew’s  metro- 
politan circuit,  is  plotting  a Miami  holiday, 
but  must  await  the  return  from  Havana 
of  Marvin  Schenck,  assistant  to  Charles 
C.  Moskowitz,  in  charge  of  Greater  New 
York  theatre  operations  for  the  Loew 
chain.  Moskowitz,  in  turn,  is  holding  off 
his  vacation  to  Miami  until  Picker  gets 
back.  Sort  of  endless  chain  idea  . . . Gene 
Autry,  Republic’s  “singing  cowboy,’’  made 
a radio  appearance  Thursday  night  on  the 
“Tune  Up  Time”  program  over  the  CBS 
web.  The  night  before  it  was  George  Raft 
who  appeared  in  the  “Star  Theatre”  show 
over  the  identical  network.  He  did  “Twice 
Around  the  Clock,”  a dramatic  sketch  spe- 
cially penned  for  Raft  by  Ed  James.  Others 
in  it — which  gives  an  idea  of  how  Holly- 
wood names  also  play  the  “mikes” — were 
Frances  Langford,  Charlie  Ruggles,  Kenny 
Baker  and  Ned  Sparks.  Two-way  passage 
stuff. 

Bill  Powers,  chief  film  buyer  of  National 
Theatres,  went  to  the  coast  recently  on 
a combined  business 
and  vacation  trip.  He 
got  the  business,  but 
not  the  vacation.  Now 
he’s  back  in  New 
York,  while  Mrs, 
Powers,  stUl  in  Cali- 
fornia, gets  the  vaca- 
tion and  writes  Bill 
the  details  . . . Sam 
Dembow,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Fanchon  & 
w.  T.  POWERS  Marco,  postcards  the 
weather’s  swell  in  Miami.  Meanwhile, 
Harry  C.  Arthur,  president  of  that  com- 
pany, is  hankering  to  go,  but  it  seems 
St.  Louis  theatre  operations  simply  won’t 
let  him  . . . Anyone  who  wants  a horse 
farm,  which  also  has  a garden  and  a house 
and  vegetables  and  fruits  in  season  might 
find  Arthur  a willing  seller.  It’s  near 

Peekskill  in  the  lovely  Westchester  coun- 

tryside . . . Joseph  J.  Unger,  eastern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager  at  Paramount, 
and  Milt  Kusell,  eastern  district  manager, 
same  company,  are  shaking  the  sands  out 
of  their  shoes,  now  that  Miami  and  its 
beach  are  behind  them  . . . Bob  Wolff, 
RKO’s  New  York  branch  manager,  turns 
longingly  toward  Key  West  and  deep  sea 
fishing.  Looks  like  no  dice.  The  George 
J.  Schaefer  drive  won’t  allow. 


Bob  O’Donnell,  Paramount  theatre  part- 
ner in  Texas,  has  a terrific  problem  on  his 
hands.  With  Joe  Vo- 
gel, out-of-town  the- 
atre operating  head 
for  Loew’s:  Tom 
Connors,  western  and 
southern  sales  head 
for  M-G-M,  and  E.  K. 

(Ted)  O’Shea,  east- 
ern district  manager 
for  the  same  com- 
pany, making  up  a 
party  of  four  which 
left  over  the  week- 
end for  vacations. 

Paramount  will  be  O’donneee 

outsmarted  three  to  one  in  all  arguments 
(friendly  of  course)  anent  diversified  top- 
ics including  the  weather  and  the  color 
of  O’Donnell’s  tie.  The  quartet  left  over 
the  weekend  for  Miami  where  they  spent 
one  day  and  then  sailed  for  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  where  they  remained  for  about 
24  hours.  From  Jamaica,  the  itinerary 
calls  for  a boat  trip  to  Havana  and  then 
back  to  New  York.  Ralph  Pielow,  Al- 
bany M-G-M  manager,  and  his  wife  are 
now  in  Miami.  Originally,  they  had  ex- 
pected to  accompany  the  O’Sheas  to 
Miami,  but  O’Shea  got  a release  from  his 
Miami  vacation  for  the  combination  trip 
with  O’Donnell,  Vogel  and  Connors.  E.  M. 
Saunders,  western  sales  head,  returns 
Monday  from  Hollywood,  Fla.  Prelimi- 
nary reports  have  it  the  golfing  was  ex- 
cellent. 


Max  Fellerman,  film  buyer  for  RKO, 
and  Leon  Goldberg,  treasurer  for  KAO, 
have  been  romping  around  Miami  beaches 
this  past  week  leaving  John  J.  O’Connor 
and  Fred  Meyers  holding  down  the  fort 
at  the  home  office.  Milton  Mayer  of  the 
circuit’s  legal  department,  had  his  plans 
all  set  to  go  with  Fellerman  and  Goldberg 
but  had  to  call  it  off.  He  was  a witness 
for  RKO  in  a Boston  suit  and  unexpected- 
ly called  to  the  stand  to  testify.  Mayer 
is  now  in  Miami  and  has  the  laugh  on 
Fellerman  and  Goldberg.  A week  after 
they  return  to  New  York,  Mayer  and  his 
better  half  will  continue  to  broivse  around 
in  the  land  that  is  exploited  as  “It’s  Al- 
ways June  in  Miami”  . . . Will  Osborne 
and  his  orchestra  have  just  finished  an- 
other short  for  Vitaphone.  If  you  know 
Osborne,  he  is  popular  for  music  which 
he  calls  “slide  music,”  a kind  of  swing 
with  a touch  of  “sweet,”  whatever  that 
means. 


Arthur  Willi,  RKO  talent  head  in  the 
east,  is  touring  the  country  on  behalf  of 
Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  hunt  for  new  faces.  With- 
in the  last  week  he  visited  New  Orleans, 
Memphis,  Cleveland,  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 
On  Sunday  he  left  New  York  for  Cincin- 
nati and  leaves  there  Tuesday  for  Atlanta 
where  he  will  spend  two  days  before  pro- 
ceeding for  Miami.  Three  days  at  the  win- 
ter resort  and  then  on  to  Chicago.  He 
arrives  there  March  1 and  leaves  three 
days  later  for  Boston  for  a two-day  stay 
and  then  back  to  his  headquarters  at  the 
RKO  Bldg,  in  New  York  . . . James  Ross 
Grainger,  Republic’s  energetic  president, 
is  traveling  again.  This  time,  it’s  been 
Atlanta. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  18,  1939 


35 


Majors  Face  Many 
Anti-Trust  Suits 


Defendants  to  Vary  With  5 Suits 

New  York — Although  there  are  36  anti-trust  cases  open  against  major  dis- 
tributors, or  subsidiaries,  not  all  distributors  are  defendants  in  each  action. 

United  Artists,  RKO  and  20th  Century-Fox  are  tied  as  defendants  in  32  actions. 
Paramount  faces  31  suits.  Warner  is  next  with  30.  Universal  follows  with  29. 
Columbia  and  M-G-M  each  face  27. 

All  have  been  instituted  in  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  one  case 
that  originated  in  the  Philippines,  in  which  but  three  distributors  export  sub- 
sidiaries are  defendants. 


(Continued  from  page  4) 

Pictures,  RKO  Distributing  Corp.,  20th- 
Fox,  UA,  Vitagraph,  Warner,  First  Na- 
tional, Spyros  P.  Skouras,  Charles  P. 
Skouras,  Skouras  Bros.,  Wesco,  Chase  Na- 
tional Bank,  National  Theatres,  Holly- 
wood Theatres,  Leslie  J.  Swope,  Frank 
Grant,  John  M.  Yoimg  and  Harry  Wein- 
berg. 

Peerless  Crescent  Tilt 

Another  $300,000  damage  action  was 
brought  Nov.  21,  1938,  by  Peerless  against 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  in  eastern 
district  of  Tennessee.  Columbia,  Para- 
mount Pictures  Distributing  Co.,  20th-Fox, 
Vitagraph,  and  Cherokee  Amusement  Co. 
are  co-defendants. 

Gorham  against  Samuel  Kurson,  filed 
in  the  district  court  of  Vermont  on  Dec. 
15,  1938,  seeks  $100,000  damages  as  well 
as  an  injunction.  Co-defendants  are  the 
eight  major  distributors. 

On  Oct.  26,  1938,  in  the  seventh  dis- 
trict court  of  Carbon  County,  Utah,  suit 
for  $10,000  was  filed  by  William  and  Elsie 
Haas  Littlejohn,  against  C.  E.  Huish.  A 
change  of  venue  was  sought  December  31 
to  Salt  Lake  County.  The  action  names 
as  co-defendants:  Loew’s,  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Corp.,  RKO,  20th-Pox, 
UA,  Universal,  and  C.  E.  Huish  and  V.  A. 
Gilhool,  doing  business  as  C.  E.  Huish 
Enterprises. 

Topping  the  list  of  actions  brought  dur- 
ing 1938  in  which  no  monetary  damages 
were  sought — all  asking  injunctions  or 
restraining  orders — was  the  government’s 
equity  suit  filed  in  New  York  July  20. 
There  were  six  others  in  this  injunctive 
category. 

The  day  after  the  department  of  jus- 
tice began  legal  action  in  New  York,  Gary 
Tlieatres  of  Indiana  filed  suit  against  Co- 
lumbia in  the  northern  district  of  Illi- 
nois, eastern  division.  It  names  Balaban 
& Katz,  M-G-M  and  Loew’s,  Paramount, 
RKO,  20th-Fox,  UA,  Universal  Film  Ex- 
change, Vitagraph  and  Warner  Bros.  Cir- 
cuit Management  Corp. 

Adelphi  Theatre  Corp.,  on  September  19, 
in  the  northern  district  of  Illinois,  east- 
ern division,  filed  suit  against  Paramount, 
naming  as  secondary  defendants:  Colum- 
bia, Loew’s,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  UA,  Universal, 
Vitagraph,  Balaban  & Katz  Corp.,  B&K 
Management  Corp.,  John  Balaban,  Bar- 
ney Balaban.  Walter  Immerman,  Abe  and 
Joe  Kaufman. 

Harry  Fried,  on  September  28,  in  the 
U.  S.  district  court,  eastern  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  instituted  action  against 
Warner,  naming  as  co-defendants  Co- 
lumbia, Loew’s,  M-G-M,  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Co.,  RKO,  UA,  Univer- 
sal, Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management 
Corp.,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  Inc.,  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Vitagraph. 

Kinna-Mission  vs.  FWC 

Kinna-Mission  Theatres  filed  suit 
against  Fox  West  Coast  in  California  in 
October,  1938,  and  on  Jan.  13,  1939,  was 
granted  a preliminary  injunction.  Also 
named  in  this  action  are:  Columbia  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  RKO,  Pox 


West  Coast  Theatres  Corp.,  20th-Fox,  UA, 
Sunbeam  Theatres  Corp.,  John  Doe  1,  2, 
3 and  John  Doe  Co.,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5. 

An  information  charging  criminal  con- 
tempt (claiming  violation  of  consent  de- 
cree entered  April  6,  1932)  was  handed 
up  by  the  department  of  justice  in  the 
northern  district  court  of  Illinois,  eastern 
division,  against  Balaban  & Katz  Corp., 
B&K  Management  Corp.,  and  Barney  Bala- 
ban, with  Loew’s,  Paramount,  RKO,  20th- 
Fox,  UA,  Universal,  Warner’s  and  Vita- 
graph as  co-defendants. 

In  Philadelphia,  on  Nov.  16,  1938,  the 
suit  of  Elliott  against  Warner  was  filed 
in  eastern  district  court,  naming  Colum- 
bia, Loew’s,  Paramount  and  Paramount 
Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  RKO,  20th-Fox, 
UA,  Universal,  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Man- 
agement Co.,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  Inc., 
and  Vitagraph  as  defendants. 

Pour  anti-trust  cases  were  brought  in 
1937.  Between  A.  B.  Momand  and  Loretta 
L.  Momand,  two  cases  aggregating  $8,000,- 
000  in  damages  were  docketed.  The  first, 
for  $5,000,000,  was  started  in  January  by 
Loretta  Momand  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  and 
filed  in  Boston,  Mass.,  against  Paramount, 
with  Columbia,  M-G-M,  Loew’s,  RKO, 
20th-Fox,  UA,  Universal  and  Vitagraph 
as  co-defendants.  Second  action  was  for 
$3,000,000,  started  June  7,  by  A.  B.  Mo- 
mand of  Shawnee,  against  Universal,  in 
Boston.  All  majors,  with  the  exception 
of  Paramount,  are  named  defendants  in 
this  suit. 

Quemos  Seeks  $3,525,000 

A $3,525,000  damage  action  was  insti- 
tuted Nov.  30,  1937,  by  Quemos  Theatre 
Co.,  operating  the  Mosque,  Newark,  N.  J., 
against  Warner  and  the  following  co- 
defendants: Columbia  Pictures  Distribut- 
ing Co.,  Jack  Cohn  and  Abraham  Mon- 
tague, Loew’s,  New  Broad  Co.,  M-G-M 
Distributing  Corp.,  M-G-M  Corp.,  William 
F.  Rodgers,  Paramount  Productions,  Para- 
mount Publix  Corp.,  Paramount  Pictures 
Distributing  Co.,  Paramount  Pictures,  Es- 
sex Amusement  Corp.,  Milton  Kusell,  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  RKO  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  RKO  Proctor  Corp.,  Jules 
Levy,  20th-Pox,  John  D.  Clark,  UA,  George 
J.  Schaefer,  Charles  Rosenzweig,  Univer- 
sal Pictures  Co.,  Universal  Film  Exchanges, 
Big  “U”  Film  Exchange,  James  R.  Grain- 
ger, W.  B.  Pictures,  Vitagraph,  Stanley 
Co.  of  America,  Warner  Bros.  Theatres, 
Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corp., 
Jack  L.  Warner,  Donald  Jacocks,  Clayton 
Bond,  Joseph  Bernhard,  Grand  National 
Films,  Grand  National  Distributing  Corp., 
Edward  J.  Peskay,  Skouras  Theatres  Corp., 
and  Fox  Theatres  Corp. 

Clark  is  deceased,  Schaefer  and  Rosen- 
zweig are  no  longer  with  UA,  Grainger  is 
out  of  Universal  and  Peskay  has  long  since 
severed  connections  with  Grand  National. 

The  last  of  1937  group  is  the  action 


brought  by  Orange  County  Theatres  of 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  against  Eugene  Levy, 
George  Walsh  and  Netco  Theatres  Corp., 
seeking  damages  of  $225,000.  Action  was 
started  July  17,  and  also  names  Paramount, 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  20th-Pox  and  Jos- 
eph Lee,  UA,  and  Big  “U”  Film  Exchange. 

During  1936,  five  anti-trust  actions  saw 
the  light  of  court  calendars,  including  one 
brought  in  the  Philippines  involving  only 
Warner  and  Fox  foreign  subsidiary  com- 
panies. 

The  first  and  largest  of  its  kind  for 
the  period  was  filed  in  January  by  Mrs. 
B.  Smith  in  Rome,  Ga.,  district  court 
against  M-G-M  and  seeks  $160,500  dam- 
ages. A mistrial  was  declared  June  3, 
1938.  A new  trial  impends.  Co-defendants 
are:  Paramount,  RKO  Pathe,  20th-Fox, 
UA,  Warner  Bros.-First  National,  Vita- 
graph, Republic  Pictures  Corp.  of  the 
Southwest,  Lam  Amusement  Co.  and  O.  C. 
Lam. 

Next  suit  was  commenced  by  A.  & W. 
Amusement  Co.  in  May,  against  Para- 
mount, seeking  $100,000  damages  in  Bos- 
ton. Co-defendants  are:  Columbia,  Loew’s, 
M-G-M,  Paramount  Pictures  Distributing 
Corp.,  Paramount  Theatres  Corp.,  RKO 
and  RKO  Rhode  Island  Corp.,  20th-Fox, 
UA,  Universal,  Vitagraph,  Vitaphone  and 
First  National. 

Elite  Amusement  Enterprises,  and  its 
subsidiaries,  Fidel  Amusements,  Nashua 
Theatres,  and  Standard  Amusements,  be- 
gan action  August,  1936,  in  Boston  district 
court  against  Paramount  seeking  $100,000 
damages.  Named  as  co-defendants:  Co- 
lumbia, M-G-M,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  UA, 
Universal  Film  Exchange,  and  Vitagraph. 

Interstate  Case  History 

The  now  famous  Interstate  case  was 
brought  by  the  government  Dec.  15,  1936. 
The  decree  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff. 
An  appeal  was  argued  before  the  U.  S. 
supreme  court  Jan.  11,  1939,  and  decision 
reserved.  Co-defendants  in  this  suit  are 
Columbia,  M-G-M,  M-G-M  Distributing 
Corp.  of  Texas,  Paramount  Pictures  Dis- 
tributing Co.,  RKO,  20th-Fox,  20th-Fox 
of  Texas,  UA,  Universal,  Vitagraph,  In- 
terstate Circuit,  Texas  Consolidated  The- 
atres, Karl  Hoblitzelle  and  R.  J.  O’Donnell. 

For  the  years  1927  to  1935,  inclusive, 
ten  cases  charging  violation  of  the  anti- 
trust laws  were  started.  The  oldest  on 
record  is  the  Smith  Messenger  Service 
against  the  Cleveland  Film  Board  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  was  brought 
Feb.  10,  1927.  This  case,  as  well  as  that 
brought  Feb.  25,  1930,  by  Stanley  and 
Loritz  against  the  Buffalo  Film  Board  of 
Trade  in  Rochester  and  seeking  $200,000 
damages,  have  been  inactive  for  so  long 
it  is  considered  neither  will  ever  come  up 
for  trial. 

In  the  period  during  which  these  cases 
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THIS  IS  MY  FIRST  SIGNED  ADVERTISEMENT 


u DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK 

Vice-President  in  Charge  of  Production 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corporation 


n a very  short  time  the  motion  picture  audiences 
of  the  world  will  have  an  opportunity  to  view  Miss 
Shirley  Temple  in  her  first  Technicolor  production, 
‘‘THE  LITTLE  PRINCESS/^  I believe  that  it  is  the 
finest  motion  picture  with  which  I have  ever  been 
associated.  For  four  consecutive  years,  picture  audi- 
ences have  voted  Shirley  Temple  the  most  popular 
star.  Frequently  I have  been  asked  the  reason  for 
this  popularity  which  is  so  amazingly  uniform  in 
every  country  where  motion  pictures  are  shown. 
After  you  have  seen  “THE  LITTLE  PRINCESS”  I 
am  confident  you  not  only  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  reason  lies  in  the  truly  great  artistry  of  its  star, 
but  that  in  this  picture  — little  Miss  Temple’s  finest 
by  far  — you  will  have  seen  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant films  turned  out  by  the  motion  picture  industry. 

Sincerely^ 


This  statement  will  appear  as  an  advertisement  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  America. 


READ  IT  AGAIN! 


Th  e statement  on  the  previous 
page,  by  the  man  who  produced 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”, 
“Kentucky”,  “In  Old  Chicago” 
and  “Jesse  James”  for  20th 
Century-Fox,  is  the  surest  guar- 
antee of  picture  greatness  this 
industry  can  offer! 


HIRMIEMM 


Ijttle  Frincess 


CLASSIC 


A 


GREAT 


with 


COMES  TO  LIFE 
IN  GLORIOUS 


RICHARD  GREENE 
ANITA  LOUISE 

IAN  HUNTER  • CESAR  ROMERO 
ARTHUR  TREACHER  • MARY  NASH 
SYBIL  JASON  • MILES  MANDER 
MARCIA  MAE  JONES 


TlOINICiLOR! 


Directed  by  Walter  Lang 

Associate  Producer  Gene  Markey  • Screen 
Play  by  Ethel  Hill  and  Walter  Ferris  • Based 
on  the  novel  by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett 


Darryl  F.  Zanuck  in  Charge  of  Production 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


Fan  Mail  From 
Exhibitors? 

New  York  — License  Commissioner 
Paul  Moss  will  be  a very  popular 
man  in  these  parts  March  15.  No,  it's 
not  his  birthday.  It's  the  date  for  re- 
newing theatre  licenses  for  the  next 
year. 

Film  Boards  Also 
Were  Defendants 
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were  instituted,  it  was  customary  to  sue 
the  local  film  board  of  trade,  and  all  dis- 
tributors who  were  members  automatical- 
iy  became  defendants.  Where  distributors 
were  not  members,  separate  suits  were 
brought  against  individual  companies.  Tif- 
fany, Pathe  and  First  National  are  among 
those  named  in  these  actions. 

On  Feb.  16,  1932,  a $1,200,000  suit  was 
instituted  by  Bair  against  M-G-M,  et  al., 
in  the  southern  district  court  at  Indian- 
apolis. All  majors  were  named  defendants. 

On  Oct.  7,  1932,  Rivoli  Theatre  Co.  be- 
gan a $262,950  damage  action  against 
UA  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  district  court. 

In  May,  1935,  George  Fuller  against 
Robb  & Rowley  was  another  case  filed, 
this  one  in  federal  court  in  Dallas. 

In  July  of  the  same  year.  New  Hay- 
market  against  B&K  was  listed  on  the 
Chicago  federal  court  docket. 

In  the  same  month,  K-M-K  against 
Miller  was  noted  on  the  same  calendar, 
same  court,  same  city. 

On  July  23,  1935,  same  court  and  city. 
Rosewood  against  Silverman,  seeking  in- 
junctions, as  were  the  two  previous  cases, 
was  listed. 

Four  months  later,  the  original  suit 
brought  on  Aug.  9,  1932,  was  revived  by 
Aetna  against  M.  & N.  H.,  in  Boston  dis- 
trict court,  seeking  $100,000  damages.  A 
supplementary  proceeding  was  brought  on 
the  same  date  by  Commonwealth  against 
Colonial,  in  the  same  court. 

Of  the  1927-1935  group,  the  first  two 
cases  have  been  inactive  for  more  than 
eight  years,  and  the  next  four  have  been 
dormant  for  more  than  three  years. 

1938  Disposed  Cases  Reviewed 

During  1938,  11  additional  cases  were 
disposed  of  in  one  form  or  another.  Set- 
tlement on  two  is  pending. 

The  cases  listed  as  disposed  of  involved 
aggregate  damages  of  $4,263,224.  The 
largest  of  these  was  Colcata  Corp.  vs. 
Moore,  filed  in  Southern  District  Court 
of  California,  seeking  damages  of  $1,200,- 
000  and  $25,000  attorney  fees.  The  action 
commenced  June  25,  1935.  This  was  set- 
tled. 

The  next  largest  was  Ledirk  vs.  War- 
ners, brought  in  Newark  and  involved  two 
separate  actions  seeking  $1,060,000  as 
damages.  Both  suits  were  instituted  April 
12,  1935,  and  settled  Jime  21,  1938. 

The  Indianapolis  Amusement  Co.  suit 
against  M-G-M  in  Indianapolis  for  dam- 
ages totaling  $450,000  was  begun  Dec.  29, 
1931  and  trial  got  under  way  Nov.  29, 


1938,  lasting  through  December  5.  A jury 
rendered  a verdict  for  the  defendants. 

Don  & Unice  Thornburg  vs.  Paramount 
in  Des  Moines,  seeking  $430,800,  was  start- 
ed April  2,  1935  and  settled  in  November, 
1938.  The  same  plaintiffs  brought  an 
action  under  conspiracy  laws  of  Iowa  by 
reason  of  Bank  Night,  seeking  damages 
of  $12,500  on  May  10,  1935.  This  suit  was 
also  settled  in  November,  1938. 

Three  separate  actions,  but  condensed 
as  one,  are  listed  as  Gore  vs.  Vitagraph, 
Broadway  Theatre  vs.  Vitagraph,  and 
Broadway  Theatre  vs.  Vitagraph  in  an 
equity  action,  the  first  two  were  anti-trust 
suits  seeking  damages  of  $620,400  and 
$195,000,  respectively.  Both  were  insti- 
tuted in  February,  1936.  The  scene  was 
Atlanta.  All  three  suits  were  settled  June 
6,  1938. 

W.  H.  Cornwell  in  Superior  Court,  Yolo 
Coimty,  Woodland,  Cal.,  in  an  action  un- 
der the  Cartwright  Act,  seeking  damages 
of  $100,000  was  instituted  April  21,  1937, 
and  settled  in  August  the  year  following. 

Two  suits  brought  by  George  E.  Fuller 
in  New  Orleans,  one  against  Vitagraph, 
the  other  against  20th-Fox,  the  former 
seeking  damages  of  $169,524,  the  latter 
an  injunction,  were  settled  Feb.  23,  1938. 

U.  S.  - M-G-M  Case  Dropped 

In  the  case  of  U.  S.  vs.  M-G-M,  known 
as  the  “Chicago  Strike  Case,”  brought  in 
March,  1928,  was  dismissed  at  the  instance 
of  the  government  on  December  15,  four 
years  later. 

An  anti-trust  action  for  an  injunction 
brought  by  Colonial  against  Cooperative 
in  July,  1934,  was  appealed  and  dismissed 
Oct.  25,  1938. 

The  famous  Perelman- Warner  case  of 
Philadelphia  was  begun  May  28,  1934. 
After  more  than  four  years  of  court  bat- 
tles, the  U.  S.  supreme  court  on  Oct.  10, 
1938  denied  the  petition  by  defendants  for 
a writ  of  certiorari. 

The  Garbo  Amusement  Co.  brought  ac- 
tion against  RKO  for  an  injunction  on 
Nov.  17,  1937.  Scene  was  the  U.  S.  dis- 
trict court  of  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
syivania.  The  case  was  settled  December, 
1938. 

Settlement  is  understood  pending  in  the 
suit  brought  in  eastern  district  court  of 
Pennsylvania  by  Harry  Fried  against  War- 
ner, as  is  the  action  brought  by  M.  Elliott 
against  Warner,  same  court. 


Virginia  Billboard  Tax 
Law  Goes  Into  Effect 

Rickmond — The  Virginia  billboard  law 
will  go  into  effect  on  February  1.  This 
law,  which  was  passed  by  the  1937-38 
General  Assembly,  places  a tax  on  all  bill- 
boards and  signs,  outside  of  the  cities, 
which  can  be  seen  from  any  highway. 
The  amount  of  this  tax  is  fixed  according 
to  the  dimensions  of  the  sign,  under  50 
square  feet  being  charged  50  cents  a year, 
and  over  50  square  feet  $2  per  year.  Ap- 
plication forms  must  be  secured  from  the 
Outdoor  Office  of  the  Highway  Commis- 
sion, Motor  Vehicles  Bldg.,  12th  and  Main 
Sts.,  Richmond.  This  law  also  covers 
“Daubs”  for  which  a permit  must  be  got- 
ten for  every  poster,  whether  it  is  a one 
sheet  or  24-sheet  stand.  There  will  be 
several  inspectors  to  cover  the  state  and 
report  on  all  billboards. 


National  Circuits 
As  Is  on  '^Hesh" 

New  York — Vaudeville  remains  in  status 
quo  as  far  as  major  circuits  are  concerned. 
Loew’s,  Paramount,  National,  RKO  and 
Warner  have  no  plans  of  extending  the 
policy  or  discontinuing  it  in  any  of  their 
theatres  throughout  the  country.  Para- 
mount and  National  continue  to  book 
name  bands  for  short  engagements  as  well 
as  road  tours  of  prominent  Broadway 
shows  in  numerous  of  their  midwest  and 
southern  units. 

Although  a week-to-week  notice  was  up 
at  the  Chicago  Palace,  RKO  rescinded  the 
order  with  vaudeville  continuing  as  here- 
to fore.  It  had  been  planned  to  sub- 
stitute a second  feature  for  the  flesh  part 
of  the  program,  but  after  several  confer- 
ences the  idea  was  dropped. 

Locally,  independents  are  clearing  shy  of 
vaudeville.  Harry  Brandt  of  the  Brandt 
circuit  has  been  playing  with  the  idea  of 
reinstating  it  in  at  least  eight  houses. 
Dates  were  set  for  three  or  four  houses 
and  then  cancelled  when  negotiations 
failed  with  the  stagehands’  union.  How- 
ever, there  is  a possibility  Brandt  may 
reopen  with  vaudeville  at  the  Flatbush, 
Brooklyn. 

Where  acts  for  years  played  an  impor- 
tant part  on  programs  of  numerous  inde- 
pendent theatres,  games  and  giveaways 
have  taken  their  place. 

Discussions  at  Loew’s  currently  veer  to 
reinstating  vaudeville  at  the  Capitol  for 
the  duration  of  the  World’s  Fair.  It  is 
believed  by  company  executives,  out-of- 
town  visitors  will  want  more  than  a pic- 
ture in  their  entertainment  on  Broadway 
programs.  It  is  possible  stage  presenta- 
tions may  be  revived  under  the  aegis  of 
Major  Edward  Bowes,  who  is  managing 
director  and  has  been  since  he  resigned 
from  the  Loew  executive  setup  several 
years  ago  when  he  embarked  on  a spon- 
sored radio  hookup  for  his  amateur  pro- 
gram Thursday  nights. 


Studies  New  Unit 

Philadelphia — David  Supowitz,  widely 
known  Philadelphia  architect,  is  drawing 
up  plans  for  a new  theatre  in  Media  for 
Harry  Dembow,  present  operator  of  the 
Media  Theatre. 


Subtle  Propaganda 
For  RKO 

Detroit — It’s  been  a hobby  of  film 
men  and  others  over  the  years  to  ob- 
tain low  license  plates  for  their  auto- 
mobiles. But  it's  a rare  occasion  that 
an  exchange  manager  can  secure 
initials  on  his  plates  to  stand  for  the 
company  for  which  he  works. 

J.  F.  Sharkey,  RKO  exchange  head 
here,  has  done  the  trick,  believe  it  or 
not.  He  has  in  his  possession  for  use 
of  members  in  his  employ  ten  new 
license  plates,  starting  with  number 
one  and  each  bearing  the  initials  of 
RKO. 
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Schenck  Tried  to 
Stem  Radio  Tide 


(Continued  from  page  5) 

broadcast  program,  refused  to  go  along. 
This  killed  the  plan  and  the  deluge  fol- 
lowed. 

Schenck’s  purpose  was  to  protect  star 
values  and  safeguard  those  values  against 
radio  flops.  When  the  agreement  failed, 
it  was  then  that  he  was  compelled  to  con- 
sider the  best  way  out.  Tliis  led  to  the 
unique  arrangement  under  which  M-G-M 
ultimately  assumed  control  of  the  radio 
destinies  of  its  starring  roster  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  players  who  held 
prior  commitments.  Out  of  the  arrange- 
ment developed  the  “Good  News”  program 
with  M-G-M  in  complete  charge  of  scripts, 
casting  and  production  with  Louis  K.  Sid- 
ney, the  company’s  own  representative,  at 
the  helm. 

Tlie  general  understanding  in  circles  fa- 
miliar with  the  16  months’  career  of  the 
air  show  is  that  M-G-M,  despite  the  fact 
it  was  paid  $25,000  a week,  lost  money. 
However,  there  is  matched  against  the  loss 
the  control  elements  upon  which  the  com- 
pany, at  all  times,  has  been  insistent. 

The  outset  of  the  show  brought  a flood 
of  exhibitor  complaints,  but,  as  the  pro- 
gram progressed,  the  tone  changed  and 
brought  with  it  partially  favorable  re- 
action, including  unqualified  endorsement 
on  the  part  of  at  least  two  national  the- 
atre operators.  M-G-M  finally  had  an  op- 
portunity to  cancel  about  three  months 
ago,  but  Schenck  hesitated  in  view  of  the 
partial  change  in  exhibitor  front.  While 
it  is  not  definitely  established,  the  im- 
pression is  that  additional  complaints  must 
have  been  reaching  M-G-M  executives  who 
met  last  week  to  discuss  radio  because  it 
was  then  determined  to  inform  General 
Foods,  parent  company  controlling  Max- 
well House  coffee,  the  deal  would  end 
March  30.  Schenck,  however,  agreed  to  an 
extension  to  June  29  to  permit  the  sponsor 
to  develop  a new  show. 


Metro  Gets  Choice; 

So  Kills  Airshow 

New  York — With  reversion  of  the  right 
to  cancel  finally  swinging  to  M-G-M, 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s, 
has  immediately  exercised  that  right. 
The  result  is  “Good  News  of  the  Air,” 
after  19  months  astride  the  ether  waves, 
folds  June  29. 

General  Foods,  parent  company  for 
Maxwell  House,  until  now  has  held  the 
nenewal  options  with  M-G-M  exercising 
little  or  no  voice  in  canceling  the  con- 
tract. With  the  option  renewal  for  the 
final  13  weeks  of  the  deal  expiring  April 
1,  the  right  finally  went  Metro’s  way.  The 
decision  by  Schenck  immediately  trailed. 

The  move  follows  closely  the  decision  of 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  to  pull  Tyrone  Power 
off  the  air  and  is  the  second  significant 
break  in  the  film-radio  line  since  national 
advertisers,  acting  through  national  adver- 
tising agencies,  pounced  upon  Hollywood 
as  a source  of  radio  material.  Comment- 
ing on  the  M-G-M  decision,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager,  said. 


(Continued  from  page  16) 
star  to  dominate  the  works  and  for 
stories  to  be  re-fashioned  to  meet 
the  individual's  requirements  rather 
than  in  reverse. 

There,  it  seems  to  us  he  is  on  solid 
ground,  but  there  is  a but.  Nichols 
certainly  must  be  aware  of  the  con- 
dition imposed  by  the  public.  If  not, 
he  ought  to  realize  that  the  halves 
and  the  quarters  insist  on  giving 
themselves  up  at  the  till  almost  al- 
ways to  see  a specific  personality; 
that,  while  it  is  true,  producers  often 
go  to  unholy  extremes  to  put  over  a 
a new  personality,  it  is  also  the  fact 
that  star-making,  as  permanent  as 
it  ever  was,  continues  a prerogative 
which  the  public  never  has,  and 
probably  never  will,  give  up. 

The  Code 

As  his  third  sin,  Nichols  dwells  on 
the  censorship  "Hollywood  has  fash- 
ioned for  itself.  They  have  allowed 
it  to  grow  until  it  stifles  almost  every 
honest  effort  at  honest  story  telling. 
It  is  no  longer  possible  to  deal  with 
the  everyday  scene  of  life  around 
us,"  he  argues.  This,  quite  obvious- 
ly, ties  in  with  his  Sin  No.  1 and  by 
this,  and  also  quite  obviously,  he  is 
referring  to  the  production  code.  On 
the  accepted  moral  grounds,  it 
would  be  unwarrantable  to  oppose 
the  objectives  the  code  seeks,  and 
does,  accomplish. 

If,  however,  he  is  by  chance  refer- 
ring to  "industry  policy"  which  has 
developed  as  an  offshoot  of  the  code 
itself  for  implied,  if  not  instructed, 
observance  through  code  machinery 
not  created  for  this  latter  purpose, 
Nichols  is  correct.  This  extra-terri- 
torial activity,  known  as  "industry 
policy,"  informs  studios  what  to 
avoid,  not  on  moral  grounds,  but  on 
straight  commercial  grounds,  an  il- 
lustration being  avoidance  of  char- 
acterizations or  dialogue  lines  which 
might  offend  dictator  powers  and 
hammer  down  grosses  in  those  coun- 
tries. This  mixture  of  the  moral  and 
the  commercial,  results  in  confusion 
in  Hollywood  and  definitely  grafts 
onto  the  production  code  adminis- 
tration prerogatives,  whether  grant- 
ed or  assumed,  never  designed,  so 
far  as  is  known,  when  the  code  had 


“Since  our  business  is  with  exhibitors, 
M-G-M,  in  fairness  to  them,  is  taking 
this  step  to  discourage  radio  participa- 
tion by  its  stars.” 


its  teeth  sharpened  in  1934.  The 
existence  of  this  situation,  it  ought 
to  be  quickly  apparent,  can  leave 
its  mark  on  production. 

On  Class  Pictures 

Until  the  public,  largely  by  itself, 
demonstrates  its  willingness  to  sup- 
port class  pictures  such  an  eventual- 
ity defies  commercial  practicability. 
Nichols  soundly  argues  "always 
every  picture  is  made  for  a general 
audience"  and  correctly  points  out 
"the  result  is  that  a story  that  is 
aimed  at  adult  minds  has  to  be 
weakened  in  the  attempt  to  make 
it  palatable  also  for  a six-year-old 
child."  But  perhaps  he  overlooks 
the  financial  backlog  which  the  so- 
called  hybrid  picture  creates  and  the 
fact,  also  that  the  backlog  must  be 
lusty  before  any  wide  experimenta- 
tion can  be  launched  on  product  de- 
liberately designed  for  adult  appeal. 

The  idea  is  commendable.  Some 
day,  we  believe  it  will  transcribe 
itself  in  terms  of  the  actual.  Differ- 
ent classification  of  product  for  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  audiences  has  been 
discussed,  largely  in  vague  and  oc- 
casionally in  hopeful  terms,  for  many 
years,  but  may  not  be  as  remote 
as  those  who  would  like  to  see  it 
come  about  may  now  hold. 

It  is  not  at  all  unlikely,  for  in- 
stance, that  an  answer,  or  a sort  of 
answer,  may  be  established  by 
"Pygmalion."  There  are  great  ex- 
pectations for  this  English-made, 
Bernard  Shaw  comedy  around  the 
Metro  office  where  hopefuls,  and 
experts  in  doping  out  grosses,  pre- 
dict the  domestic  take  may  go  as  far 
up  the  line  as  $1,000,000.  No  one, 
regardless  how  sanguine,  could  pos- 
sibly say  for  it  that  "Pygmalion"  is 
one  for  the  rank-and-filer.  Accept- 
ing this  to  be  true  then  and  bear- 
ing in  mind  Metro  hopes  to  put  it 
over  through  the  most  specialized 
sort  of  campaigns,  it  would  follow 
that  the  support  is  to  come  from  spe- 
cialized audiences  which,  in  a case 
like  this,  quickly  establish  them- 
selves as  essentially  adult  audi- 
ences. 

And  this  may  point  a way.  If, 
however,  Shaw  on  celluloid  is  box- 
office. 


It  is  understood  Rodgers,  quietly  and  for 
some  time,  has  been  swinging  his  influence 
within  Metro  in  precisely  the  direction 
which  now  is  being  taken. 
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THAT  Warners  crowd,  as  we  have  suggested  be- 
fore, is  about  the  most  versatile  collection  of 
producers  we  have  in  this  picture  business  today 
They  run  the  gamut  of  every  entertainment  idea 
in  the  production  of  their  pictures.  flTake  the  list 
of  their  biggest  hits  for  the  post  five  months — 
‘‘Four  Daughters,"  ‘‘Brother  Rat,"  ‘‘Angels  With 
Dirty  Faces,’’  ‘‘The  Sisters,'”‘Devirs  Island,’’ “Dawn 
Patrol,"  “They  Made  Me  a Criminal,”  and  “Wings 


As  written  by  W.  R. 
Wilkerson  for  the 
Hollywood  Reporter 


of  the  Navy."  No  two  on  the  same  subject  or 
even  approaching  the  same  theme;  all  of  them 
daring;  all  of  them  with  a sock.  flNow  take  the 
bunch  they  have  in  production,  “Confessions  of 
a Nazi  Spy,”  starring  Edward  G.  Robinson;  ^ ^ 
“Juarez,”  with  Paul  Muni,  Bette  Davis  and  John 
Garfield,  “Dodge  City,”  with  Errol  Flynn  and  Olivia 
de  Havilland;  “Oklahoma  Kid,”  in  which  Jimmy 
Cagney  goes  western;  “Dark  Victory,”  starring 
Bette  Davis;  “Brother  Orchid,”  with  Edward  G. 

Robinson;  “Hell’s  Kitchen,”  with  the  Dead  End 
Kids;  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter/’  with  the  new 
kid  combination  of  Priscilla  Lane  and  Jeffrey 
Lynn;  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  with  Cagney  and 
Garfield;  “The  Sea  Hawk,”  with  Errol  Flynn;  “The 
Old  Maid,”  with  Bette  Davis;  the  sequel  to  “Four 
Daughters” — “Four  Wives,”  and  others.  flHas  this 
industry  ever  been  given  such  a diverse  list  from 
one  major  company?  And  wjfh  Warners  clickjng 
them  off  os  it  has,  certainly  this  is  a program  to 
be  reckoned  with,  and  one  that  is  bound  to  com- 
mand even  greater  audience  attention.  flJack 
Warner  and  Hal  Wallis  are  carrying  the  burden, 
with  a very  efficient  organization  under  them, 


fighting  every  minute  to  turn  out  successful  pictures. 


Text  Allied  Trade  Pact  Proposal 

I Continued  from  page  22)  


other  runs  in  the  situation,  and  further 
provided  (f)  that  the  exhibitor  is  of  good 
reputation  as  a theatre  operator  and  (g) 
is  financially  responsible.  Any  dispute 
arising  out  of  an  application  by  an  ex- 
hibitor for  a run  of  pictures  under  this 
provision  shall  be  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion. 

(2)  Protecting  Existing  Customer.  To 
relieve  against  so-called  “selling  away  to 
a chain”  a distributor  will  not  license  its 
product  away  from  existing  customer  to 
a new  or  another  exhibitor  for  the  sole 
reason  that  the  new  or  other  exhibitor 
is  a customer  or  prospective  customer  of 
the  distributor  at  other  theatres  in  the 
same  or  other  situations  (that  is,  that  the 
new  or  other  exhibitor  is  a circuit,  a buy- 
ing combine,  a booking  combine  or  a co- 
operative), provided  (a)  that  the  existing 
customer  has  substantially  performed  his 
previous  license  agreements  with  the  dis- 
tributor, (b)  that  he  maintains  and 
operates  his  theatre  in  a modern  manner, 
and  (c)  is  financially  responsible.  Any 
dispute  arising  out  of  the  licensing  away 
or  threatened  licensing  away  of  product 
contrary  to  this  provision  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration. 

VL  Short  Subjects, 
Newsreels,  Etc, 

No  exhibitor  shall  be  required  as  a con- 
dition of  licensing  feature  motion  pictures 
to  license  short  subjects,  newsreels,  trail- 
ers, serials,  reissues,  westerns  and  for- 
eigns  [the  westerns  and  foreigns  being  as 
defined  in  Proposal  I,  Section  (1)]. 

VII.  Score  Charges 

In  respect  of  license  agreements  com- 
mencing with  the  current  (1938-39)  sea- 
.son,  score  charges,  if  any,  for  flat  rental 
pictures  will  be  added  to  and  consolidated 
with  the  film  rental.  Commencing  with 
the  1939-40  season  there  will  be  no  sepa- 
rate score  charge  in  respect  of  pictures 
on  either  a flat  rental  or  percentage  basis. 

VIIL  Allocation  of  Pictures 

Under  license  agreements  authorizing  a 
distributor  to  allocate  pictures  to  particu- 
lar price  brackets,  the  distributor,  on  giv- 
ing notice  of  the  availability  of  each  such 
picture,  and  in  no  case  later  than  14  days 
after  its  national  release,  shall  notify  the 
exhibitor  of  the  price  allocation  thereof; 
provided,  however,  that  this  shall  not 
apply  to  first  runs  in  the  city  which  the 
distributor  may  designate  as  “key  cities.” 

IX,  Non-Theatrical 
Competition 

(No  change-elimination  recommended) 

Feature  pictures  will  not  be  licensed  to 
a non-theatrical  account  if  such  non-the- 
atrical account  shall  have  been  determined 
by  arbitration  to  constitute  unfair  com- 
petition to  a regularly  operated  motion 
picture  theatre,  provided,  however,  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  interpreted 
to  prohibit  the  licensing  of  motion  pic- 
tures at  Army  Posts,  or  Government  camps, 
or  on  board  ships  of  the  United  States 
Navy  or  ships  engaged  in  carrying  pas- 
sengers to  foreign  or  domestic  ports  or 
at  religious  institutions  which  charge  no 
admissions  and  where  attendance  is  con- 


fined to  members  of  such  institutions  or 
in  institutions  housing  “shut-ins”  such  as 
prisons,  hospitals,  orphanages  and  the  like 
or  the  licensing  of  feature  pictures  of 
educational  character  at  educational  in- 
stitutions which  charge  no  admissions  and 
where  attendance  is  confined  to  members 

X,  Form  of  License 
Agreement 

Each  distributor  will  undertake  in  con- 
sultation with  representatives  of  the  or- 
ganized exhibitor  groups  to  revise  its  form 
of  license  agreement  so  far  as  necessary 
to  conform  to  these  fair  trade  practices 
and  to  simplify  the  same. 

XI,  Selective  Contracts 

Whenever  an  exhibitor  has  the  right  to 
select  a certain  number  of  pictures  out  of 
a large  number,  such  exhibitor  shall  exer- 
cise that  right  by  notice  in  writing  in 
respect  of  each  picture  within  21  days 
after  the  date  of  mailing  of  the  notice  of 
availability  of  such  picture.  Upon  the  ex- 
hibitor’s failure  to  give  such  written  no- 
tice within  said  period,  each  picture  in 
respect  of  which  notice  is  not  given  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  been  selected  by  the 
exhibitor.  This  provision  shall  be  included 
in  every  selective  contract. 

XII,  Playing  Pictures  in  the 
Order  of  Release 

If  under  any  license  agreement  the  ex- 
hibitor is  obligated  to  play  pictures  in  the 
order  of  release,  the  distributor  will  not 
withhold  pictures  from  the  exhibitor  for 
breach  of  that  obligation  if  the  failure  of 
the  exhibitor  to  show  the  prior  pictures 
was  due  to  the  failure  of  the  distributor 
to  make  the  same  available.  Any  dis- 
pute arising  out  of  this  provision  shall  be 
submitted  to  arbitration. 

XIII,  Coercing  Contracts 

(As  originally  proposed  by  Allied) 

No  distributor  nor  the  branch  manager, 
salesmen  or  other  representative  of  a dis- 
tributor shall  threaten,  coerce  or  intimi- 
date any  exhibitor  to  enter  into  a license 
agreement,  or  to  pay  higher  film  rentals 
or  submit  to  more  onerous  terms  or  con- 
ditions, or  attempt  to  do  so,  by  any  state- 
ment, intimation  or  overt  act  evidencing 
an  intention  to  build  or  acquire,  or  to  pro- 
mote the  building  or  opening  by  any  other 
person,  of  a motion  picture  theatre  to  be 
operated  in  competition  with  such  exhibi- 
tor. The  facts  relating  to  any  alleged  vio- 
lation of  this  provision  may,  on  appli- 
cation of  either  the  exhibitor  or  distribu- 
tor, be  ascertained  and  reported  by  an 
arbitration  board,  but  this  shall  not  bar 
any  other  remedy  that  the  exhibitor  may 
have. 

XIV,  Box  Office  Statements 

lit  is  our  understanding  from  articles 
in  the  trade  press  that  this  provision  has 
been  abandoned  by  the  distributors.  If 
those  accounts  were  erroneous  and  the 
distributoi’s  propose  to  retain  the  provision, 
the  writer  suggests  striking  out  the  last 
sentence  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
“The  facts  relating  to  any  alleged  viola- 
tion of  this  provision  may,  on  applica- 
tion of  either  the  distributor  or  the  ex- 


In  Between  Swims — 

Barney  Balahan,  Paramount  president, 
in  tweeds,  visits  Max  Fleischer  at 
Miami.  Jointly,  they  discuss  distri- 
bution plans  for  “Gulliver's  Travels,” 
first  Fleischer  full-length  cartoon 
which  will  be  in  Technicolor  for  Christ- 
mas release. 


hibitor,  be  ascertained  and  reported  by 
an  arbitration  board,  but  this  shall  not 
bar  any  other  remedy  that  the  distributor 
may  have.”) 

XV,  Arbitration 

(Ed.  note:  In  its  explanatory  statement. 
Allied  says:  “The  distributors’  draft  con- 
tained no  definite  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples or  details  of  the  mechanics  of  ar- 
bitration. It  being  our  understanding  that 
the  door  was  open  for  suggestions  on  all 
phases  of  arbitration,  the  author  of  the 
attached  draft  (Abram  F.  Myers)  has 
exercised  a wide  latitude  in  this  connec- 
tion. These  features  were  not  gone  into 
during  the  discussions. 

“In  case  this  draft  is  published  before 
final  action  is  taken  thereon,  or  on  any 
revision  thereof  or  substitute  therefor, 
such  publication  should  carry  the  explana- 
tion that  the  draft  has  been  submitted 
by  invitation  merely  as  a basis  for  dis- 
cussion, that  it  is  binding  on  no  one,  and 
that  it  does  not  embody  all  of  the  pro- 
posals made  by  Allied  during  the  nego- 
tiations.” 

The  accompanying  recommendations  are 
covered  in  a separate  story,  in  this  issue. 
Allied  breaks  down  its  suggestions  in  two 
clauses,  “Principles  of  Arbitration”  being 
embodied  in  this  clause,  with  “Arbitration 
Machinery  and  Procedure”  as  clause  XVI. 
Whereas  the  original  distributor  proposals 
embraced  16  points.  Allied’s  recommenda- 
tions extended  to  17  points). 

XVIII,  Effective  Date 

This  Code  of  Fair  Competition  shall  be- 
come effective  with  the  license  agreements 
for  the  product  to  be  released  during  the 
1939-1940  season  and  shall  remain  in  ef- 
fect thereafter  unless  or  until  modified  or 
abrogated  with  the  consent  of  the  national 
exhibitor  groups  ratifying  the  same;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Code  shall  not  be  deemed  to  apply  to  or 
affect  so-called  franchise  agreements  cov- 
ering products  for  seasons  prior  to  the 
1939-1940  season. 
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TODAY’S  HOT  TIP  ON  A SURE  THING! 


“Box-office  without  question.” 

— Motion  Picture  Daily 

‘^Strong  emotional  punch.  Swell 
audience  reaction.’’  — Film  Daily 


A Father-and-Son  Story 
‘Stella  Dallas”  Greatness! 

EDWARD  SMALL 

presents 


ADOLPHE  MENIOU 

KING  OF  THE  TURF 

nOI.ORES  COSTELLO  • ROGER  DANIEL  • WALTER  ABEL 
ALAN  DINEHART  • HAROLD  HUBER-  WILLIAM  DEMAREST 

Screenplay  by  GEORGE  BRUCE  • Directed  ^ y A L F R E D E.  GREEN 

Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


BAR 

A COMPUTATION  OF  WHAT  THE  PICTURES  DID  IN 
THEIR  FIRST  RUNS  IN  PRINCIPAL  CENTERS  AS  COM- 
PILED FROM  THE  WEEKLY  REPORTS  IN  BOXOFnCE. 


TER 

NUMBER  OF  RUNS  FOLLOWS  INITIALS  OF  DISTRIBU- 
TORS. PICTURES  WITH  LESS  THAN  5 RUNS  NOT  LIST- 
ED. AVERAGE  THEATRE  GROSS  HGURED  AT  100%. 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Artists  and  Models  Abroad 

(Para)  23 

Blondie  (Col)  6 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M)  11 

Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN)  11 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA)  10 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  22 

Devil's  Island  (WB)  12 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) 5 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox)....  5 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  6 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 10 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M)  6 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M) 9 

Going  Places  (FN) 19 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO) 5 

Heart  of  the  North  (WB) 8 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox) 13 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  28 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB)  ...  5 

Little  Tough  Guys  in 

Society  (Univ)  G 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 6 

Newsboys  Home  (Univ) 8 

Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO) 5 

Off  the  Record  (WB) 5 

Out  West  with  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  13 


Pacific  Liner  (RKO) 8 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 19 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 5 

Say  It  in  French  (Para) 8 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col).  ..  8 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 11 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 5 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M).... 20 

Storm,  The  (Univ) 7 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep) 10 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  18 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing 

(Para)  10 

Thanks  for  Everything 

(20th-Fox) 16 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para)  . 6 

There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 6 

There's  That  Woman  Again 
(Col)  12 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 

(Para)  7 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 5 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB) 6 

Trade  Winds  (UA) 10 

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) 13 

While  New  York  Sleeps 

(20th-Fox)  8 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 6 

Zaza  (Para)  21 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH  AVERAGES  WERE  COMPUTED:  With  comparative  figures  indicating  the  percentage  of  average  business  (100  per 
cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities  as  compiled  from  the  first  run  records  of  each. 


City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

Boston 

120 

Denver 

110 

Charlotte 

100 

Detroit  

100 

Chicago  .. 

90 

Indianapolis 

90 

Cincinnati 

120 

Kansas  City 

120 

Cleveland 

115 

Los  Angeles 

115 

Dallas  . 

105 

Milwaukee 

115 
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City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

Minneapolis 

100 

Philadelphia  . 

115 

New  Haven  .. 

110 

Pittsburgh  

105 

New  Orleans 

100 

Portland,  Ore. 

115 

New  York  

115 

Providence  

120 

Oklahoma  City 

.115 

Salt  Lake  City 

100 

Omaha  

130 

Washington,  D.  C.. 

90 
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"BOTTOMLESS  VORTEX"  OF  ANTI-HLM  LAWS 
SEEN  CONFRONTING  N.  Y.  STATE  EXHIBITORS 


Opinion  Voiced  at  ITOA 
Meeting  Prompted  by 
New  Law  Fears 


Political  Curb  Essential  to 
Success  of  Parleys,  Myers 


New  York — Every  branch  of  the  indus- 
try operating  in  the  state  of  New  York 
faces  a “conflagration”  of  legislation, 
which,  if  not  successfully  fought,  will  draw 
distributors  and  theatre  operators  through 
a “bottomless  vortex.” 

Such  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  pre- 
vailing at  a meeting  Friday  at  the  offices 
of  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  called 
for  the  express  purpose  of  familiarizing 
circuit  and  independent  leaders  and  their 
attorneys  with  the  situation  in  Albany. 

Seen  as  most  drastic  of  all  measures  is 
Governor  Lehman’s  budget  bill.  If  passed, 
this  would  impose  a state  turnover  tax 
of  2/10  of  one  per  cent  on  gross  business 
and,  as  construed  by  legislative  experts, 
would  levy  a state  film  rental  tax.  These 
two  imposts  would  be  in  addition  to  the 
current  state  franchise  tax,  the  New  York 
City  turnover  tax  and  the  New  York  City 
film  rental  tax. 

The  bill  would  affect  every  “individual, 
partnership,  society,  association,  corpora- 
tion, joint  stock  company,  estate,  executor, 
administrator,  receiver,  trusteie,  assignee, 
referee,  or  any  other  person  acting  in  a 
fiduciary  or  representative  capacity,  wheth- 
er appointed  by  a court  or  otherwise,  and 
any  combination  of  individuals.”  The 
measure  would  take  effect  July  1,  1939. 

Slum  Clearance  Burdens 

The  measures,  introduced  simultaneous- 
ly in  the  senate  by  Senator  Coudert,  and 
in  the  assembly  by  Assemblyman  Moffatt, 
to  assist  low  rent  housing  and  slum  clear- 
ance is  construed  as  placing  a direct  bur- 
den on  theatre  owners  of  far-reaching 
proportions. 

The  bill,  if  passed,  exacts  the  following 
payment  on  theatres:  “One  cent  on  each 
admission  charge  not  in  excess  of  50  cents 
per  person,  exclusive  of  all  other  taxes; 
two  cents  on  each  admission  charge  in 
excess  of  50  cents  but  not  in  excess  of 
$1  per  person:  five  cents  on  each  admis- 
sion charge  in  excess  of  $1,  but  not  in  ex- 
cess of  $2  per  person:  10  cents  on  ad- 
mission charges  in  excess  of  $2  per 
person.” 

Included  in  the  measure  are  levies  on 
telephones  and  outdoor  advertising  signs. 
The  excise  tax  “on  the  possession  of  each 
telephone  used  in  connection  with  any 
public  telephone  exchange  . . . and  used 
for  a public  purpose  other  than  housing” 
would  be  five  cents  per  month  for  each 
telephone. 

A tax  not  to  exceed  one  cent  per  square 
foot  per  annum  on  each  outdoor  adver- 
tising sign  in  excess  of  three  square  feet 
is  fixed  for  all  persons  who  employ  such 


Washington — Abram  P.  Myers,  general 
counsel  of  Allied,  declares  it  is  essential 
for  “distributors  to  curb  their  politicians” 
as  a first  step  in  a restoration  of  confi- 
dence between  them  and  his  association 
in  the  pursuit  of  a trade  practice  agree- 
ment. 

“I  have  been  greatly  irked  by  efforts  of 
distributor  representatives  to  use  our  par- 
ticipation in  the  negotiations  to  em- 
barrass us  in  other  quarters,”  he  tells 
Boxoffice. 

“A  case  in  point  was  sending  the  dis- 
tributors’ first  draft  proposals  to  senators 
and  congressmen  as  constituting  an  agree- 
ment, dispensing  with  the  necessity  for 
block  booking  legislation.  I also  under- 
stand a report  was  circulated  in  Bismarck 
that  there  was  no  need  for  theatre  di- 
vorcement because  all  differences  have 
been  settled. 

“Allied  leaders  have  been  too  much  oc- 
cupied with  negotiations  for  sentry  duty 
to  protect  the  status  quo.  They  can’t  do 
both.  The  first  step  to  restoration  of  con- 
fidence is  for  the  distributors  to  curb 
their  politicians.” 

However,  in  declaring  his  wonderment 
whether  the  dove  of  peace  had  not  better 
be  caged  in  favor  of  a fight  which  might 
induce  withdrawal  from  the  negotiations, 
Myers  makes  it  clear  he  speaks  for  him- 
self and  without  consultation  with  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  or  other 


signs  “to  be  visible  from  a street,  high- 
way or  public  place  or  from  the  air.” 

Additionally,  the  bill  proposes  a tax  on 
occupancy.  This  may  be  imposed  “upon 
any  individual,  copartnership  or  corpora- 
tion occupying  premises  in  such  munici- 
pality as  the  owner,  tenant  or  concession- 
naire  for  residence  or  for  any  gainful 
purpose.”  The  levy  would  be  $12  per  year 
for  each  separate  premises  so  occupied. 

A proposal  pending,  if  passed,  would 
exact  a one  mill  tax  on  all  real  estate,  in- 
cluding theatres. 

Another  measure,  thrown  in  the  legis- 
lative hopper  this  week  by  Senator  John 
J.  McNaboe,  proposes  a two  per  cent 
state-wide  tax  on  gross  receipts  of  busi- 
ness and  service  transactions.  In  the  lat- 
ter category,  theatres  fall.  They  are  char- 
acterized, for  taxable  purposes,  as  “fa- 
cilities,” and  would  be  liable  to  a levy  on 
the  sale  of  every  admission  ticket. 

These  measures  are  but  a few  of  the 
total  that  would  place  a huge  economic 
burden  on  the  industry.  Others  include 
the  two-men-in-a-booth  bill,  another  re- 
quiring the  licensing  of  contractors  en- 
gaged in  any  function  pertaining  to  the 


leaders  who  have  the  authority  to  order 
withdrawal. 

Commenting  on  the  North  Dakota  situa- 
tion where  a move  for  its  repeal  has  passed 
both  houses  of  the  legislature,  Myers 
states : 

“Despite  brave  words,  producers,  facing 
certain  defeat,  have  retreated  from  the 
supreme  court  by  seeking  repeal  of  the 
divorcement  bill  in  North  Dakota.  As  an 
indication  their  fears  are  well-founded, 
the  supreme  court  today  affirmed  the 
lower  court  in  the  Interstate  Circuit  case. 
The  court,  through  Justice  Stone,  held 
not  only  that  there  was  a conspiracy  be- 
tween Interstate  and  the  distributors  to 
impose  minimum  admissions  on  indepen- 
dent subsequent  runs,  but  also  that  the 
individual  contracts  between  Interstate 
and  each  distributor  were  illegal  as  trans- 
cending the  copyright  law.  You  will  real- 
ize the  consequences  of  this  ruling  as  ap- 
plied to  numerous  conditions  imposed  on 
independents  at  the  behest  of  the  chains. 
While  sorry  to  lose  the  opportunity  to  try 
the  North  Dakota  case  in  the  supreme  court 
that  court  probably  has  given  independent 
exhibitors  an  even  more  effective  weapon 
for  their  protection.” 


Dallas — Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  president  of 
Allied,  foresees  the  Interstate  decision 
causing  “some  thought  among  industry 
leaders”  on  clearances. 


operation  of  air-conditioning  systems, 
amendment  of  the  labor  law  in  relation 
to  the  practice  of  operating  heating  sys- 
tems and  two  bills  designed  to  pull  teeth 
from  general,  special  and  local  laws  on 
picketing. 


20th-Fox  Projectionists 
Pay  Demand  to  Kent 

New  York — With  the  14  projectionists 
at  the  20th-Fox  home  office  back  on  the 
job  with  a ten  per  cent  increase,  the  dis- 
pute over  a week’s  pay  for  the  time  the 
men  walked  out  on  orders  from  Local  306 
for  picket  duty  will  be  arbitrated  between 
lATSE  representatives  and  Sidney  R. 
Kent,  president  of  the  distributing  com- 
pany. 

The  lA  ordered  the  operators  not  to 
walk  out  on  strike  during  negotiations  for 
the  increase,  but  Local  306  took  matters 
into  its  own  hand  and  superseded  the  in- 
ternational’s edict. 

Operators  at  the  Music  Hall  recently 
were  given  a ten  per  cent  increase. 
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Johnston  Reports  a 
Monogram  Climb 

New  York — An  operating  profit  of  $37,- 
132  for  November  and  December  is  re- 
ported by  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram 
president,  in  his  annual  statement  to 
stockholders.  For  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  a loss  of  $180,861  was  recorded. 

Deals  for  current  product  have  been 
closed  with  6,108  theatres,  representing  an 
increase  of  several  hundred  accounts  and 
an  improvement  in  dollar  volume  of  bet- 
ter than  30  per  cent,  covering  the  same 
situations  as  sold  on  last  season’s  sched- 
ule, the  report  states. 

In  the  foreign  market,  distribution  deals 
have  been  closed  in  34  countries  as  com- 
pared with  eight  foreign  countries  the 
prior  year. 

Monogram,  according  to  Johnston,  has 
every  reason  to  look  forward  with  opti- 
mism. He  points  out  the  company  was 
launched  during  a depression  which  par- 
ticularly affected  the  industry  and  now, 
for  the  first  time,  it  is  enjoying  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  overlapping  from  two  or 
more  separate  programs  with  the  overhead 
not  increasing  anywhere  in  proportion  to 
increased  volume. 

As  a result,  Johnston  says,  together  with 
improved  business  in  the  industry,  a much 
more  favorable  situation  for  profits  exists. 


Boston  Exchange  Drives 
Hard  in  Mono,  Contest 

New  York  — Monogram’s  Boston  ex- 
change is  a strong  contender  in  the  W. 
Ray  Johnston  Silver  Jubilee  Drive.  At 
the  close  of  the  second  week,  this  ex- 
change nosed  out  Dallas  for  second  place 
with  Washington  retaining  the  lead.  Dallas 
is  now  in  third  place  for  the  cash  awards 
of  $1,000  to  be  distributed  to  the  first 
three  leading  branches.  Now  in  its  third 
week,  the  drive  will  close  within  seven 
days. 


Postpone  Jewel  Theatre 
Trial  on  "Lottery" 

New  York — Trial  of  the  management  of 
Max  Cohen’s  Jewel  Theatre  on  charges  of 
violating  the  lottery  laws  has  been  post- 
poned to  March  15  in  special  sessions. 

However,  Harry  G.  Kosch,  Cohen’s  at- 
torney, presented  arguments  in  his  mo- 
tion for  transfer  of  the  case  from  the 
designated  court  to  general  sessions,  so 
that  he  may  have  a jury  trial.  Pending 
determination  of  the  decision  on  Kosch’s 
motion.  Judge  Koenig  set  the  case  down 
for  March  15  in  the  higher  court. 


Schenck  Delays  Trip 

Hollywood — Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  20th  Century-Fox,  has 
no  immediate  plans  for  a trip  to  New  York 
although  this  was  on  his  agenda  up  until 
a few  days  ago. 


Greenwich  Booking  Plan 
Declared  Tentative 

Greenwich,  Conn. — The  new  booking 
arrangement  whereby  Prefect’s  Pickwick 
here  follows  a day  after  the  Skouras  Capi- 
tol in  Port  Chester  finishes  with  product 
is  tentative  and  may  be  altered  if  found 
not  to  work  out  to  the  benefit  of  all  parties 
concerned.  'The  Skouras  house  in  Port 
Chester  follows  the  day  after  Loew  and 
RKO  houses,  which  day  and  date  with  the 
State  and  Palace  on  Broadway,  get 
through  with  their  lineups  of  the  various 
major  companies  output. 

William  Brown,  operating  head  for  Pre- 
fect, says  it  is  too  early  to  tell  yet  how 
successful  the  present  booking  setup  is, 
despite  the  fact  the  former  Skouras  clear- 
ance over  Greenwich  has  been  reduced 
considerably.  The  fly  in  the  ointment, 
however,  seems  to  be  Stamford  which  has 
the  option  of  booking  ahead  of  Broad- 
way. Stamford  is  the  Pickwick’s  competi- 
tor on  the  Connecticut  side  and  Port 
Chester  on  the  New  York  side. 

Stirn  Counselors  Appeal 
Objecting  to  RKO  Order 

New  York — Counsel  for  the  Stirn  inter- 
ests of  Milwaukee  on  Thursday  filed  an 
appeal  in  federal  court  objecting  to  the 
RKO  reorganization  plan  in  respect  to  the 
order  entered  by  the  court  June  28,  1934, 
which  directed  all  claims  of  creditors  to  be 
filed  within  three  months. 

A few  weeks  ago  an  order  was  signed 
modifying  the  1934  order  for  elimination 
of  the  requirement  that  stockholders  had 
to  file  claims  at  all,  and  providing  that 
bondholders’  and  debenture  holders’  claims 
be  regarded  as  filed  by  the  indenture  trus- 
tee for  all  public  holders. 

Stim’s  counsel  contends  the  court  had 
no  authority  to  enter  the  recent  order, 
claiming  the  time  for  appeal  from  the  1934 
order  had  run  out  more  than  four  years 
ago. 

Irving  Ti'ust  Co.,  as  RKO  trustees,  filed 
a petition  for  interim  allowances  of  $85,- 
000,  for  the  period  Oct.  1,  1937  to  Oct.  1, 
1938.  The  petition  also  seeks  permission 
of  the  court  for  the  trustee  to  pay  new 
allowances  from  funds  on  hand. 

William  J.  Donovan,  of  RKO  counsel, 
also  filed  a petition  for  interim  allowances 
of  $95,000. 


Pathe  Plan  Voted; 

But  Has  Foes 

New  York  — Although  the  plan  was 
voted  into  effect  by  a tally  of  398,093  as 
against  5,869,  several  Pathe  stockholders, 
including  Bernard  J.  Reis,  object  to  var- 
ious phases  of  it.  Reis,  who  was  star  wit- 
ness for  minority  stockholders  in  the  Loew 
suit  on  accounting,  states  he  owns  100 
Pathe  common,  but  represents  1,000 
shares. 

Reis  asks  if  any  bonuses  were  paid  dur- 
ing the  last  few  months.  O.  Henry  Briggs, 
president  and  chairman  of  the  meeting, 
said  that  up  until  a short  time  ago 
bonuses  were  paid  as  part  of  the  executive 
salaries.  Tom  P.  Loach,  treasurer,  was 
also  queried  on  various  clauses  of  the  plan. 
Robert  Benjamin  of  Phillips  & Nizer,  at- 
torneys for  Pathe,  was  questioned  at  some 
length.  Benjamin  said  he  personally  pre- 
sented the  plan  to  SEC,  which  had 
scrutinized  it  carefully. 

Briggs  said  Pathe  expected  to  pay  divi- 
dends on  the  common  during  1939,  and 
this  was  the  chief  reason  for  the  plan.  He 
said  Pathegrams,  a subsidiary,  had  lined 
up  $57,000  in  business  for  the  World’s 
Fairs  in  San  Francisco  and  New  York.  One 
stockholder,  who  said  he  owned  250  shares, 
objected  to  the  pledging  of  the  DuPont 
stock  owned  by  Pathe  for  a $200,000  loan 
for  the  new  subsidiary  company,  Pathe 
Laboratories. 

The  resolution,  passed  by  70  per  cent  of 
the  common  stockholders,  provides  for 
segregation  of  the  laboratory  from  the 
parent  company  and  distribution  of  Du 
Pont  dividends  to  stockholders  instead  of 
reverting  to  Pathe  as  a corporate  struc- 
ture. Half  of  the  new  stock  in  the  sub- 
sidiary company  is  to  be  distributed  to 
stockholders  now  and  the  balance  in  two 
years. 

Projectionist  Strike  at 
Wilmington  Rialto 

Wilmington — A strike  of  union  projec- 
tionists at  the  New  Rialto  Theatre,  first 
run  downtown  independent  house,  has 
been  called  by  Local  473,  lATSE,  over 
charges  the  management  has  refused  to 
negotiate  a new  agreement. 


Use  Theatre  for  Worship 

York,  Pa. — Further  proof  of  the  industry  cementing  good  will  with  the  church 
is  evidenced  in  the  gesture  made  by  Warners  here  when  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church 
recently  burned  to  the  ground  leaving  no  available  place  for  worship  by  its 
constituents. 

When  the  local  manager  of  the  Strand  learned  of  the  incident,  he  immediately 
got  in  touch  with  A.  J.  Vanni,  zone  manager  with  headquarters  in  Philadelphia,  and 
suggested  turning  over  the  theatre  to  church  officials  on  Sunday.  Vanni  then 
instructed  Ed  Moore,  district  manager  here,  to  offer  his  full  cooperation  to  the  church 
council.  It  was  accepted. 

The  theatre,  incidentally,  has  a pipe  organ  and  broadcasting  facilities  which 
have  been  made  available  to  the  church  council.  And  until  a new  structure  is 
found,  the  Warner  house  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  church  for  Sundays. 

There  are  no  Sunday  shows  here,  which  emerges  as  another  favorable  point  in 
cementing  the  friendly  relationship  between  the  church  and  exhibition,  since  neither 
competes  for  patronage  on  the  sabbath. 
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DISTRIBUTORS  SEE  NO  RADICAL  ALTERATION 
IN  TRADE  PACT  CHANGES  SOUGHT  BY  MYERS 

Justice  Dept  Considering  Attorneys  study  Proposal 

With  an  Eye  Toward 

Dakota  Lobbying  Probe  Anti-Trust  Laws 


Washington — Possibilities  that  the  fed- 
eral department  of  justice  might  take  a 
hand  in  the  North  Dakota  situation  are 
seen  here  in  the  receipt  of  a number  of 
complaints  from  independent  exhibitors. 

The  department,  it  is  understood,  was 
asked  to  make  an  investigation  in  the  way 
the  path  was  greased  for  passage  of  the 
bill  repealing  the  theatre  divorcement  law, 
a test  case  on  the  constitutionality  of 
which  is  currently  pending  before  the 
supreme  court,  to  be  argued  late  next 
month. 

The  question  of  divorcement  is  one  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  Government, 
it  being  the  major  issue  in  the  anti-trust 
suit  in  New  York,  and  it  has  been  charged 
that  repeal  of  the  North  Dakota  statute 
was  sought  by  the  same  distributors  which 
are  involved  in  the  New  York  case. 

Repeal  of  the  state  law  was  bitterly 
criticized  by  independent  exhibitor  inter- 
ests, Abram  P.  Myers,  general  counsel  of 
Allied,  raising  the  possibility  that  it  might 
result  in  a breaking  off  of  the  negoti- 
ations on  the  proposed  trade  practice 
agreement  and  a resumption  of  that  or- 
ganization’s drive  for  Federal  legislation. 

Department  of  justice  officials,  nor- 
mally very  reticent  on  matters  within  the 
individual  states,  made  no  secret  of  their 
dissatisfaction  over  the  situation.  “It 
looks  very  funny  to  us,”  a spokesman  for 
the  department  said,  “and  we  do  not  like 
it  at  all.” 

These  officials,  however,  pointed  out 
that  there  is  little  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment can  do  in  such  cases  and  that  if  any 
improprieties  had  occurred  it  would  be  a 
matter  for  action  by  the  state  authorities. 

At  the  same  time,  the  federal  officials 
expressed  considerable  interest  in  such  de- 
tails of  the  matter  as  were  reaching  them 
from  various  som’ces. 


Court  $3  to  Good 
In  This  Case 

New  York — Film  stars,  their  names 
or  what  they  do  have  little  influence 
with  judges.  It  took  a BOXOFFICE 
reporter  to  find  that  out  the  other  day. 
much  to  his  indignation. 

Dave  Golding,  a news  sleuth  for  this 
publication,  was  hailed  into  court  for 
parking  in  a restricted  area.  He  told 
the  judge  he  was  on  his  way  to  inter- 
view Madeleine  Carroll. 

The  judge  tabbed  Golding  with  a $5 
fine.  Ordinarily  the  violation  of  traf- 
fic regulations  would  cost  $2. 


$20,000,000  lor  New 
RKO  Schedule 

New  York — RKO  will  spend  approxi- 
mately $20,000,000  on  next  season's 
lineup  of  48  features,  George  I.  Schae- 
fer, president,  said  on  his  arrival  here 
from  the  coast.  He  said  the  company 
is  not  cutting  its  shorts  list.  The  new 
program  "is  pretty  well  lined  up,  in- 
cluding several  specials  which  are  part 
of  the  48  features,"  he  emphasized. 

Herbert  Wilcox,  with  Schaefer  aug-' 
menting,  said  he  is  amending  his  origi- 
nally announced  program  after  studio 
conferences.  Anna  Neagle  is  due  soon 
for  one  film  in  Hollywood.  Wilcox  is 
en  route  to  England  after  negotiating 
for  certain  artists  on  the  coast. 

"Unit  Basis"  Plan 
GN  Likelihood 

New  York  — GN’s  feature  production 
structure  is  due  for  a revamp. 

Apprehensive  lest  his  sole  two  production 
sources  should,  for  whatever  reason,  fall 
behind  schedule,  E.  W.  Hammons,  GN 
president,  informs  Boxoffice  he  is  enter- 
taining a “unit  basis”  plan  to  assure  steady 
flow  of  product. 

His  plan  is  to  accept  proposals  from  a 
few  “reputable”  independent  producers. 
Their  efforts  would  not  increase  GN’s  line- 
up numerically,  but  would  relieve  Fine 
Arts  and  Arcadia  from  maintaining  such 
a high-geared  schedule. 

To  this  end,  Hammons  arrives  in  Holly- 
wood on  Monday.  Jack  Skirball,  produc- 
tion head,  remains  on  the  coast.  Skirball 
will  in  the  future,  “shuttle”  between  New 
York  and  Hollywood  in  order  to  keep  an 
eye  on  contemplated  eastern  production 
as  well  as  coast  studio  developments, 
Hammons  adds. 

Grand  National  now  has  in  production 
“Everything  Happens  to  Ann,”  featur- 
ing Heather  Angel,  with  A1  Christie  direct- 
ing. Film  has  a 20-day  production  sched- 
ule and  is  listed  as  a farce  comedy. 

Next  to  go  will  be  either  Coronado  Pic- 
tures’ fourth  singing  cowgirl  western,  for 
GN  release,  or  the  first  in  GN’s  series  of 
six  musical  sagebrushers  starring  Max 
Baer.  The  ex-champion  boxer  was  due  in 
Hollywood  this  week  to  prepare  for  cam- 
era work.  Sam  Newfield  will  direct. 


New  York — From  a preliminary  glance, 
distributors  feel  there  are  no  radical 
changes  in  Abram  F.  Myers’  rewording  of 
the  trade  practice  plan  submitted  by  dis- 
tributors and  that  Allied’s  plan  for  ma- 
chinery and  operation  of  arbitration  with- 
in the  industry  may  prove  workable. 

However,  home  office  attorneys  are  di- 
gesting the  language  of  Myers’  proposals 
because  of  legal  difficulties  which  might 
be  involved  in  view  of  the  anti-trust  laws. 
Sales  heads  say,  it  is  now  up  to  attorneys 
to  work  out  the  rest.  As  soon  as  legal 
counsel  for  major  companies  complete 
their  analyses,  they  will  get  in  touch  with 
Myers  and  suggest  a meeting  date.  The 
conference  may  take  place  next  week, 
either  here  or  in  Washington. 

Distributors  are  anxious  to  have  the 
trade  practice  plan,  with  provisions  for 
voluntary  arbitration,  ready  by  March  1, 
at  which  time  Allied’s  board  is  scheduled 
to  again  meet  to  discuss  progress  made  in 
this  connection.  The  March  date  was  set 
in  Washington  at  the  last  board,  meeting, 
January  17  and  18. 

While  distributors  feel  Myers,  in  re- 
phrasing the  draft,  has  made  no  essential 
alterations.  Allied  unit  leaders  contend 
that  his  language  leaves  no  doubt  about 
the  concessions  to  be  made  and  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  are  offered. 


A Move  on  to  Quash 
Miami  Trust  Action 

Miami — Distributor  defendants  in  the 
anti-trust  action  brought  here  by  Wash- 
ington Operating  Co.  and  Garden  Operat- 
ing Co.,  will  move  next  week  to  quash 
service  on  the  ground  they  are  not,  nor 
ever  have  been,  licensed  to  do  business 
in  Florida. 

Original  service  was  made  on  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  New  York,  who,  in  turn, 
served  the  distributor  defendants  incor- 
porated in  New  York,  with  like  procedure 
on  the  statutory  agent  in  Delaware  for 
those  distributor  defendants  incorporated 
in  that  state.  Plaintiffs  seek  $432,000 
damages  and  an  injunction. 

Paramount,  Columbia,  M-G-M,  RKO, 
20th  Century-Fox,  UA,  Universal  and  Vita- 
graph  contend  they  are  not  licensed  to  do 
business  in  Florida,  and  that  all  film  de- 
liveries emanate  from  Atlanta.  In  refus- 
ing to  accept  responsibility  for  the  At- 
lanta deliveries,  distributors  will  claim 
that  plaintiffs’  agent,  or  fUm  delivery 
service,  picks  up  all  prints  and  in  so  doing 
removes  the  burden  of  blame  for  any  al- 
leged complaint. 
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54  on  Monogram's 
1939-40  Schedule 


Hollywood — Monogram  will  have  54  on 
its  1939-40  schedule,  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
president,  stated  before  leaving  for  the 
east  where  he  will  attend  the  annual  stock- 
holders’ meeting,  March  1.  Of  the  num- 
ber, 24  will  be  westerns. 

John  Wayne  will  be  starred  in  eight 
westerns  and  Tex  Ritter  and  Jack  Ran- 
dall will  each  make  as  many.  For  the 
current  season,  the  company  has  20  west- 
erns. 

There  will  be  substantial  increase  to  18 
top  bracket  pictures,  Johnston  added. 
Name  stars  are  now  being  sought  for  this 
group.  The  “James  Lee  Wong”  series  in 
which  Boris  Karloff  stars,  the  Frankie 
Darro  and  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series  are 
to  be  continued. 

After  the  stockholders  and  directors’ 
meeting  in  New  York,  Jolinston  will  re- 
turn here  to  complete  details  for  the  1939- 
40  output.  He  is  scheduled  to  be  re-elect- 
ed president  and  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production.  Nor- 
ton V.  Ritchey,  in  charge  of  foreign  sales, 
and  Leon  Fromkess,  treasurer,  are  slated 
to  be  elected  to  the  board. 

Gala  "Stagecoach"  Bow 
Entices  Celebrities 

Miami  Beach — This  is  the  garden  spot 
of  the  world.  At  least,  at  this  time  it  is. 
From  soup  to  nuts,  just  for  the  asking. 
Personalities  for  premieres,  just  for  an 
invitation. 

And  that,  in  a way,  explains  the  splen- 
diferous turnout  for  the  opening  of 
“Stagecoach”  at  the  Lincoln  on  Lincoln 
Road,  the  Fifth  Ave.  of  Miami. 

Airplanes  dotted  the  clear  blue  sky. 
Fred  Beebe  staged  a first  class  rodeo  pa- 
rade up  Washington  Ave.,  terminating  in 
front  of  the  theatre  where  the  cowboys 
and  Indians,  accompanied  by  a brass 
band,  drew  plenty  of  sightseers.  “Stage- 
coach” had  all  the  appearances  of  a Hol- 
lywood preview,  but  Hollywood  never  gets 
the  same  kind  of  celebrities. 

Among  those  on  hand  for  the  local  pre- 
miere from  the  industry,  the  social  sphere 
and  theatrical  business  world  were  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  Leo  Spitz,  Barney  Balaban, 
M.  B.  Shanberg,  Albert  Warner,  Myer 
Schine.  Edward  M.  Saunders,  Mitchell 
Wolfson  and  Sidney  Meyer.  Rube  Jackter, 
Max  Cohen,  Joseph  E.  and  P.  A.  B.  Widen- 
er  3rd,  Damon  Runyan,  John  Abbott,  Abe 
Lyman,  Leah  Ray,  Raquel  Torres,  Paul 
Ames,  George  Ade,  Col.  Abe  Hallow,  Sail- 
ing Baruch,  Peggy  Fears,  Bob  Hall,  Veloz 
& Yolanda,  the  Stroud  'Twins,  Sheila  Bar- 
rett, Cross  & Dunn,  Barry  Devine,  Joe 
Lewis,  Hy  Gardner,  Raye  and  Naldi,  Sonny 
Werblin,  Reinald  Werrenrath,  William 
Danforth,  John  Fisher  and  Frank  Steam, 
including  numerous  others. 

Next:  “Ice  Follies  of  1939.” 


Postpone  Variety  Meet 

Detroit — 'The  Variety  Club’s  national 
convention  here  has  been  postponed  one 
week  to  April  28,  29  and  30.  The  ban- 
quet date  has  been  moved  to  April  29. 


Back  Alter  Completing 
Pathe  Feature  Plans 


New  York — Leaning  out  of  the  train  is 
Fred  Ullman  jr.,  Pathe  News  prexy,  who 
is  back  from  a trip  to  the  coast  where 
he  completed  arrangements  on  the  feature 
his  company  will  make  for  RKO  release. 
The  film  is  “Unknown  Patriot,”  and 
should  be  completed  about  April.  Pathe 
will  not  make  as  many  shorts  as  it  con- 
templated for  the  new  season,  he  informs, 
but  the  Sportscope  series  will  be  continued 
and  there  will  be  another  series  consisting 
of  a nationally-known  radio  program.  In- 
cidentally, the  feature  will  have  a “name” 
lead,  but  he  isn’t  telling. 

RKO  Annual  Sales 
Meeting  in  June 

New  York — RKO’s  annual  sales  conven- 
tion will  be  held  here  the  early  part  of 
June,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  said  on  his  return 
from  product  conferences  with  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president,  and  Pandro  Berman, 
production  head,  in  Hollywood. 

The  eastern  locale  has  been  decided 
upon  because  of  the  World’s  Fair,  which 
opens  here  the  latter  part  of  next  month. 

Depinet  added  the  new  feature  lineup 
is  all  set,  but  details  will  not  be  announced 
before  convention  time. 

Schine  Circuit  Reaches 
130  Units  in  East 

Rochester  — Acquisition  of  the  three 
local  Fenyvessy  houses  now  gives  the 
Schine  circuit  130  theatres  in  the  east, 
principally  in  New  York  state.  Headquar- 
ters of  the  circuit  are  in  Gloversville. 

J.  Myer  Schine  is  due  back  from  a Miami 
vacation  shortly.  His  brother,  Louis  W., 
will  head  for  the  winter  resort  upon 
Myer’s  return.  Willard  C.  McKay,  New 
York  attorney  for  the  Schine  group,  con- 
summated the  deal  with  the  Fenyvessy 
Brothers  and  has  returned  to  Miami 
Beach. 


Rogers  Fund  Week 
Starting  April  20 

New  York — Following  a meeting  of 
major  and  independent  circuit  heads  with 
Will  H.  Hays,  it  has  been  decided  to  hold 
the  Will  Rogers  National  Theatre  Week 
beginning  April  20.  'Die  date  was  decided 
because  it  will  tie  in  with  the  World’s 
Fair,  which  is  expected  to  bring  thousands 
of  visitors  to  the  local  scene. 

At  the  theatre  men’s  meeting  were  John 
J.  O’Connor,  RKO;  Joe  Vogel  and  Oscar 
Doob,  Loew’s;  Harry  Goldberg,  Warners; 
Montague  Gowthorpe,  Paramount;  Wil- 
liam T.  Powers,  National  Theatres;  Fred 
Schwartz  and  Joseph  Springer,  Century 
circuit;  William  White,  Skouras;  Harry 
Brandt,  Brandt  circuit;  Fred  Cruise,  Music 
Hall;  Dave  Palfreyman,  Herman  Levine 
and  A.  P.  Waxman. 

Jules  Levy,  RKO;  Edward  Aarons, 
M-G-M;  A1  Schwalberg,  Warners;  Rube 
Jackter,  Columbia;  Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy 
and  William  J.  Heineman;  Universal; 
Harry  D.  Buckley,  UA,  attended  a special 
meeting  of  sales  executives  in  which  the 
plan  was  outlined.  Leslie  E.  Thompson  was 
host  to  trade  paper  publishers.  Hays  also 
attended  the  Friday  gathering. 


Will  Rogers  Fund 
Aids  Polio  Fight 

New  York — The  Will  Rogers  Memorial 
Commission  has  allocated  $100,000  of  the 
annual  Will  Rogers  National  Theatre 
Week  as  a contribution  to  the  National 
Infantile  Paralysis  Foundation,  according 
to  Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  chairman. 

This  follows  the  commission’s  purposes 
of  devoting  its  funds  to  the  support  of  the 
Will  Rogers  Memorial  Hospital  at  Saranac 
Lake,  N.  Y.;  for  the  kindred  philanthropies 
maintained  for  those  of  the  stage  and 
screen,  and  for  the  aid  of  handicapped 
children. 

Of  the  total,  $50,000  will  be  distributed 
direct  to  county  chapters  of  the  founda- 
tion in  various  states  and  will  be  avail- 
able immediately  following  completion  of 
a current  survey  determining  local  needs. 
An  additional  $50,000  will  be  allocated  di- 
rectly to  the  national  foundation  for  its 
research  work  and  education  in  connec- 
tion with  its  fight  against  infantile  paraly- 
sis. The  latter  sum  will  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  campaign  observed  during 
Will  Rogers  National  Theatre  Week,  which 
will  be  held  late  in  April. 

Thompson  discloses  that  6,019  theatres, 
affiliated  and  independent,  had  partici- 
pated in  the  drive  in  1938. 


Providence  Liberalists 
Fight  "Mamlock"  Ban 

Providence — As  a result  of  the  banning 
of  “Professor  Mamlock”  by  Police  Cap- 
tain Cowan,  inspector  of  entertainment,  a 
battle  against  the  restriction  is  being 
waged  here  by  liberal  groups.  Both  local 
papers  have  joined  in  the  criticism  of  the 
action.  The  film  was  booked  originally  for 
the  Avon.  Capt.  Cowan  also  placed  a ban 
on  “Amphitryon.” 
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They  Picked  the  Winning  Exhibitors— 

Advertising  managers  and  trade  paper  publishers  and  editors  who  judged  winners  of  the  best  exploitation  campaigns  in 
connection  with  the  industry  drive.  Clockwise,  in  the  open  and  hidden:  Sidney  SingermMn  of  the  drive  committee;  Sid  David- 
son, Universal;  Arthur  Jeffrey,  UA;  Arch  Reeve,  20th  Century-Fox;  Roy  Chartier,  Variety;  Lester  Thompson,  advertising  ad- 
visory council  of  Hays  office;  Jack  narrower.  Film  Daily;  Lou  Lifton.  Monogram;  Maurice  Bergman,  Columbia;  Jay  Eman- 
uel, The  Exhibitor;  Barret  McCormick,  RKO;  Harold  B.  Franklin,  drive  administrator;  Monroe  Greenthal,  UA;  Charles  E. 
Lewis,  Showmen’s  Trade  Review;  Si  Seadler,  M-G-M;  Jack  Alicoate,  Film  Daily;  Alec  Moss,  Paramount,  and  Red  Kami, 
Boxoffice.  Singerman  and  Franklin,  of  course,  did  not  vote. 


Two  Billions  Invested 
In  Film  Industry 

Washington — Capital  invested  in  the  in- 
dustry is  estimated  at  $2,000,000,000,  ac- 
cording to  data  gathered  from  various 
sources  by  the  department  of  commerce. 
About  100  firms  are  engaged  in  produc- 
tion in  this  country  and  produce  an  aver- 
age of  500  features  and  800  shorts  annual- 
ly. Production  cost  is  estimated  at  $165,- 
000,000.  Of  the  films,  produced  in  this 
coimtry,  95  per  cent  are  made  in  Holly- 
wood and  five  per  cent  in  the  east,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  issued  by  the  de- 
partment of  commerce. 

Hollywood’s  annual  payroll  is  close  to 
$129,000,000  and  28,500  persons  are  em- 
ployed yearly  in  production,  it  is  stated. 
In  exhibition,  there  are  241,000  employed 
in  the  16,251  open  theatres,  seating  9,855,- 
325.  Average  weekly  attendance  is  85,- 
000,000  who  contribute  approximately 
$1,000,000,000  at  the  boxoffice.  Film  ren- 
tals to  distributors  average  $250,000,000 
yearly.  The  film  industry  pays  the  fed- 
eral government  more  than  $100,000,000 
in  taxes  and  more  than  $250,000,000  to 
state  governments  and  over  $33,000,000  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

Of  the  world  theatres,,  America  sup- 
plies 65  per  cent  of  the  output.  Approxi- 
mately 35  per  cent  of  all  revenues  by 
American  producers  is  derived  from  for- 
eign markets. 


Anna  Neagle  Mourns 

London — Anna  Neagle  is  momming  the 
loss  of  her  father,  Capt.  H.  W.  Robertson, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  67  at  his  daugh- 
ter’s home  at  Hampstead.  Although  Miss 
Neagle  planned  to  sail  for  New  York  this 
week,  she  has  canceled  the  trip  for  the 
time  being. 


All  Sections  Share 
In  Drive  Prizes 

New  York — Winners  in  the  contest  for 
the  exploitation  campaign  in  connection 
with  Motion  Pictures’  Greatest  Year  are 
representative  of  practically  every  sec- 
tion in  the  country.  Fifteen  theatre  man- 
agers and  exhibitors  share  in  the  $2,100 
prize  money. 

Competition  for  the  awards  was  di- 
vided into  three  classifications  with  identi- 
cal prizes  being  awarded  the  first  five  in 
each  group. 

E.  V.  Dinerman,  RKO  theatres,  Cincin- 
nati, takes  first  prize  money  of  $500  in 
situations  covering  100,000  population  or 
over.  Second  prize  money  of  $100  goes  to 
Wally  Caldwell,  Loew’s  Valentine,  Cleve- 
land. William  O’Donnell,  representing 
the  Interstate  circuit,  San  Antonio,  wins 
third  prize  of  $50.  Four  men  from  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  Messrs.  Stallman,  Glase,  Peters 
and  Keaney  are  awarded  fourth  prize  of 
$25.  Fifth  prize,  also  for  $25,  goes  to 
Charles  Taylor,  Buffalo  theatres,  Buffalo. 

In  situations  with  populations  from  15,- 
000  to  100,000,  first  prize  goes  to  Loew’s 
Poli,  Bridgeport.  Frank  Shaffer,  Harri- 
sonburg Theatre,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  is 
runnerup.  Third  place  winner  is  George 
F.  Sharp,  Fox  Wilson,  Fresno,  Cal.;  J. 
David  Jones,  Kerasotes  Theatre,  Spring- 
field,  111.,  is  fourth  and  fifth  is  R.  E.  Eng- 
land, Virginia  Theatre,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

The  first  prize  winner  in  situations  un- 
der 15,000  is  S.  E.  Schwahn,  Granada  The- 
atre, Lawrence,  Kan.  Second  place  goes 
to  Alvin  Sloan,  St.  Cloud  Amusement  Co., 


Spy r OS  Skouras  Leaves 
For  Denver  on  Deal 

Los  Angeles — Spyros  Skouras,  operating 
head  of  National  Theatres,  left  for  Den- 
ver Thursday  to  confer  with  Rick  Ricket- 
son,  divisional  head  for  Fox  Intermoun- 
tain. From  Denver,  Skouras  will  make 
several  other  stops  on  his  way  east.  J.  J. 
Sullivan,  film  buyer  for  Fox  West  Coast, 
heads  Monday  for  New  York  on  his  an- 
nual lengthy  stay  on  product  deals. 

Second  in  the  series  of  deals  with  Na- 
tional Theatre  division  heads  is  the  sign- 
ing of  a Pacific  Northwest  contract  by 
National  Screen  with  Frank  Newman  sr. 

Dates  for  the  new  drive  will  be  set  on 
Charles  Skourasi’  return  from  abroad  next 
month.  Edward  Zabel,  assistant  to  Spy- 
ros Skouras,  returned  from  Los  Angeles 
early  in  the  week  after  attending  a two- 
day  division  managers’  meeting. 


Washington,  N.  J.;  Robert  E.  Bryant,  Capi- 
tol Theatre,  Rock  Hill,  S.  C.,  is  third. 
Fourth  place  winner  is  Henry  A.  Brown- 
lee, Ritz  and  New  theatres,  Russellville, 
Ark.  Hollis  Wood,  Brawley  Theatre, 
Brawley,  Cal.,  is  fifth. 

A committee  consisting  of  major  com- 
pany advertising  representatives  and 
trade  paper  men  chose  the  winners  from 
the  selections  submitted.  The  following 
participated  in  the  judging:  Alec  Moss, 
Paramount;  Jack  Alicoate  and  Jack  nar- 
rower, Film  Daily;  Si  Seadler  M-G-M;  C. 
E.  Lewis,  Shoivmen’s  Trade  Review;  Mon- 
roe Greenthal  and  Arthur  Jeffrey,  United 
Artists;  S.  Barret  McCormick,  RKO;  Jay 
Emanuel,  The  Exhibitor;  Lester  Thomp- 
son, Hays  office;  Roy  Chartier,  Variety; 
Arch  Reeve,  20th  Century-Fox;  Sid 
Davidson,  Universal,  and  Red  Kann,  Box- 
office. 
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Future  of  Spanish 
Market  in  Doubt 

New  York — Little  hope  or  expectations 
for  an  early  return  of  Spain  to  its  for- 
mer valuable  niche  among  important  over- 
seas markets  can  be  found  among  for- 
eign managers  of  the  major  companies. 

Before  the  civil  war  tore  the  coimtry 
into  two  embattled  camps,  it  is  estimated 
that  American  companies  were  grossing 
close  to  $8,000,000  annually  there.  Some 
quarters  place  the  figure  close  to  the 
$10,000,000  mark. 

In  any  event,  the  market  was  good 
enough  to  compensate  for  the  cost  of 
dubbing  pictirres  into  Spanish  and  the 
making  of  Spanish  versions  of  American 
successes.  Spain  is  the  only  Spanish- 
speaking country  that  apparently  enjoys 
American  films  in  that  form  because  other 
countries  prefer  Spanish  subtitles. 

Business  Surprisingly  Good 

Despite  the  continual  aerial  bombard- 
ment Loyalist  Spain  has  been  subjected  to, 
business  is  declared  to  have  held  up  sur- 
prisingly well.  Reports  from  Madrid, 
Valencia  and  until  recently,  Barcelona, 
have  indicated  that  a great  number  of 
Spaniards  still  like  to  go  to  the  theatre. 

On  the  other  hand,  very  little  has 
seep>ed  out  of  Rebel  Spain.  It  is  known 
that  the  Fascist  government  has  taken 
over  the  operations  of  the  exchanges  in 
two  key  cities,  Seville  and  Bilboa,  but  no 
reports  are  forthcoming. 

The  companies  do  know  that  in  Madrid 
a government  committee  is  administering 
all  business  satisfactorily.  Latest  word 
from  the  Loyalist  capital  indicates  that 
about  80  per  cent  of  the  theatres  are  still 
operating.  They  are  all  doing  well  and 
paying  their  bills,  it  is  said. 

Power  Not  Dependable 

At  most  houses  there  are  about  three 
to  four  shows  a day.  Most  of  the  time 
it  is  necessary  to  remain  in  the  theatre 
four  or  five  hours  due  to  the  interrup- 
tions in  electricity.  With  bombings  from 
the  air,  an  almost  every  day  occurrence, 
it  is  difficult  to  expect  continual  opera- 
tion from  the  power  lines. 

In  Valencia,  theatres  are  allowed  to 
operate  only  in  the  early  afternoon  and 
evenings.  Approximately  36  per  cent  of 
the  theatres  are  run  by  a government 
group.  Union  General  de  Trabajadores. 
The  rest  by  another  union,  the  Confed- 
eracion  Nacional  del  Trabajo. 

Much  Old  Film 

Throughout  Loyalist  Spain,  theatres 
play  to  capacity  houses  with  many  old 
films.  Very  little  film  has  been  shipped 
to  Spain,  but  it  is  understood,  that  there 
are  about  100  films  from  the  1936-37  sea- 
son being  shown. 

If  Franco’s  complete  victory  is  realized, 
what  then?  Questions  here  are  numer- 
ous. Will  Spain  be  forced  to  subject  her- 
self to  the  domination  of  Germany  and 
Italy  or  will  Franco  Spain  play  ball  with 
the  democratic  powers  on  whom  she  must 
depend  for  sustained  financial  assistance. 
Questions  along  these  lines  are  plentiful 
here. 


No  Word  Yet  on 
Who  Got  Bath 

New  York — Before  Alexander  Korda 
and  Irving  Asher  sailed  from  London 
for  the  United  States,  Asher  made  re- 
turn reservations  on  the  “Champlain." 

But  when  Korda  boarded  the  boat  on 
his  return,  he  learned  to  his  dismay 
that  there  was  no  bath  but  a long  cor- 
ridor in  his  room  where  he  could  play 
ping  pong  or  indoor  golf.  Korda  doesn’t 
indulge  in  indoor  sports.  Asher,  how- 
ever, had  a swanky  suite  with  a bath. 

Korda  complained  to  the  purser  in  an 
effort  to  get  a room  with  a bath,  but 
it  was  to  no  avail.  Every  room  was 
taken  and  efforts  to  induce  French  Line 
officials  to  change  the  reservation 
proved  fruitless. 

As  the  “Champlain"  pulled  out,  there 
was  betting  among  the  trade  paper 
reporters  that  Korda  would  occupy 
Asher's  room,  and  vice  versa,  before  the 
liner  passed  Ambrose  Light, 

Asher  works  for  Korda. 

New  Deal  on  Japan 
Shaping  Up  Soon 

New  York — No  new  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  American  companies  to 
withdraw  money  from  Japan  and  nego- 
tiations are  expected  to  get  under  way 
shortly  on  a new  plan  which  will  provide 
for  remittances  accumulating  currently 
with  renewed  shipping  to  that  country. 
However,  under  an  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  Hays  office  and  the  Japanese 
government  some  time  ago,  the  eight  ma- 
jor companies  are  permitted  to  take  out 
of  Japan  approximately  $30,000  a year  for 
prints  shipped.  This  money  is  divided 
among  the  eight  distributors  and  the 
agreement,  which  expired  January  1,  has 
been  extended  to  March  1. 

Under  an  agreement  entered  into  several 
months  ago,  distributors  were  permitted 
to  withdraw  3,000,000  yen,  or  about  $825,- 
000,  of  the  money  frozen  in  Japan  with 
the  stipulation  notes  would  be  sent  to  the 
Yokohama  Specie  Bank  at  San  Francisco, 
redeemable  in  three  years,  but  without  in- 
terest and  non-negotiable. 

The  notes  were  to  be  made  in  four 
instalments.  The  final  instalment  has  just 
been  completed,  winding  up  the  agree- 
ment. Distributors  are  now  seeking  to 
make  another  deal  on  a basis  similar  to 
this  arrangement  and  are  continuing  to 
ship  their  big  pictures  according  to  allo- 
cations agreed  upon  at  the  Hays  office 
several  months  ago.  The  allocations  were 
based  on  business  done  in  Japan  over  a 
period  of  previous  years. 

Hicks  Due  March  15 

New  York — John  W.  Hicks  jr.,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  Paramount’s  for- 
eign operations,  is  due  back  from  a six- 
week  tour  of  European  countries,  March 
15.  He  accompanied  Adolph  Zukor  and 
David  Rose,  the  latter  in  charge  of  the 
company’s  British  production  unit,  to  sev- 
eral of  the  European  countries. 


AustraliaWorries; 
Seeking  Solution 

New  York — Confronted  with  25  per  cent 
cancellation  clauses  in  more  than  half  the 
market,  Australian  managers  for  the  ma- 
jor companies  are  hurrying  back  to  talk 
the  situation  over  with  home  office  execu- 
tives. 

On  the  Monterey  which  leaves  Sydney 
March  3 will  be  Harry  Hunter,  Paramount; 
N.  Bernard  Freedman,  Loew’s,  and  Clar- 
ence Hake,  20th-Fox.  The  trio  is  expected 
to  arrive  here  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Warner’s  Ralph  Clark  sr.  has  been  here 
for  two  weeks  discussing  the  problem  with 
Sam  E.  Morris.  Indications  are  that  limit- 
ing of  imports  will  be  the  policy  pursued 
by  the  majors  on  the  new  product. 

Developments  in  Australia  took  a turn 
for  the  worse  recently  when  New  South 
Wales,  the  largest  and  most  important 
state  in  the  commonwealth,  passed  a 
stringent  bill  in  which  the  25  per  cent 
cancellation  clause  was  included. 

The  bill  does  not  stop  there  but  con- 
tains optional  provisions  of  cancellation 
for  an  additional  15  per  cent  and  21/2  Per 
cent.  The  former  figure  can  be  exercised 
in  order  to  allow  for  British  product  and 
the  latter  is  to  allow  for  whatever  native 
production  there  is. 

At  present  in  the  Australian  territory, 
the  states  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria and  New  Zealand  have  given  exhibi- 
tors by  statute  the  prerogative  to  avail 
themselves  of  cancellation. 

The  present  predicament  has  resulted 
from  a well-directed  campaign  by  exhibitor 
groups  who  habitually  complain  about  the 
selling  methods  of  American  distributors. 

Boiled  down,  it  means  the  Australian 
exhibitors  resent  the  profits  grossed  by 
the  majors  and  that  they  would  like  to 
have  the  American  companies  spend  some 
of  it  in  quota  production. 

Columbia  and  20th-Fox  tried  that  some 
time  ago  and  the  experiment  flopped  dis- 
mally with  considerable  expense  to  both 
companies.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether 
the  Australian  government  can  get  the 
majors  to  make  another  attempt. 

Forecast  Million  Dollar 
Gross  for  "Pygmalion" 

New  York — “Pygmalion”  is  expected  by 
M-G-M  to  gross  $1,000,000  in  the  United 
States,  which  company  is  distributing  the 
British-made  picture  produced  by  Gabriel 
Pascal.  More  than  300,000  persons  paid  a 
total  of  approximately  $128,000  during  the 
nine  weeks  the  picture  has  played  at  the 
Astor,  a 1,000-seat  house,  at  popular  prices. 
In  its  first  week  at  the  State,  Cleveland, 
it  tallied  $13,000  and  chalked  up  about 
the  same  figure  in  Loew’s  theatre  in  Pitts- 
bmgh. 

“Idiot’s  Delight”  finished  up  with  $54,000 
for  the  first  seven  days  at  the  Capitol  and 
garnered  approximately  $37,000  in  the  sec- 
ond week. 

The  opening  week  of  “Pygmalion”  at  the 
Astor  was  good  for  $14,000.  The  ninth 
week  ended  with  $12,800. 
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Price  Cut  Solution 
Sought  bg  ITOA 

New  York — Up  in  arms  over  the  recent 
action  of  Loew’s  and  RKO  in  cutting  ad- 
mission prices  on  Sundays  and  during  cer- 
tain other  performances  as  well  as  Loew’s 
move  in  turning  the  former  dual-bill  Zieg- 
feld  into  a single  picture  operation,  the 
ITOA,  during  its  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  moved  to  seek  relief  from  the  al- 
legedly unfair  competition  thus  exerted 
upon  its  members. 

A committee  will  be  appointed  to  meet 
with  executives  of  the  two  major  chains 
to  attempt  to  work  out  a solution.  Po- 
sition taken  by  the  independents  is  that 
many  of  them  charge  admissions  almost 
on  a par  with  Loew’s  and  RKO,  now  that 
these  circuits  have  cut  their  prices,  yet 
have  to  wait  from  three  to  five  weeks 
for  the  same  pictures.  They  maintain  it 
would  prove  disastrous  to  cut  their  ad- 
missions to  below  the  new  scales  set  by 
the  affiliated  circuits. 

A complaint  was  lodged  against  Warner 
for  failure  to  keep  on  hand  sufficient 
prints  to  meet  booking  demands.  A com- 
mittee comprising  Julius  Charnow,  chair- 
man, David  Weinstock  and  Leon  Rosen- 
blatt, was  chosen  to  take  the  matter  up 
with  Roy  Haines,  Warner  district  mana- 
ger. 

Members  were  informed  by  Harry 
Brandt,  ITOA  president,  that  the  dis- 
tributor negotiating  committee’s  newest 
draft  on  trade  practice  proposals  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  in  about  three 
weeks. 


New  York — Twenty-four  hours  after  the 
ITOA  decided  to  approach  Loew’s  and 
RKO  over  their  recent  admission  reduc- 
tions, David  Weinstock,  acting  as  a com- 
mittee of  one  for  the  ITOA,  in  an  ex- 
clusive statement  to  Boxoffice,  said: 

“At  a conference  this  afternoon  with 


No  Strand  Shift 
In  Mind 

New  York — Success  of  the  "name" 
band  policy  current  at  the  Strand  as- 
sures its  continuance,  BOXOFFICE 
learns.  The  house  has  been  doing  a 
substantial  business  since  its  swing 
from  straight  sound  to  the  present 
type  of  show  last  fall. 

Booking  agents  in  Times  Square  and 
offshoots  have  heard  occasional  re- 
ports a change  is  in  mind.  The  reports 
are  entirely  groundless. 


John  J.  O’Connor  of  RKO  and  C.  C.  Mos- 
kowitz  of  Loew’s,  I was  assured  neither  of 
the  major  circuits  has  any  intention,  in 
any  sense  of  the  word,  of  creating  a price- 
slashing  situation. 

“Members  of  the  ITOA  became  panicky 
when  daily  newspapers  gave  considerable 
publicity  to  the  fact  that  the  two  circuits 
were  going  in  for  indiscriminate  price  cut- 
ting. They  really  thought  there  was 
something  to  this.  Since  my  talk  with 
O’Connor  and  Moskowitz  I believe  there  is 
no  such  intention.  I will  report  this  to  the 
ITOA  at  the  next  meeting,  March  1.’’ 

Weinstock  added  that,  although  the  two 
majors  made  some  minor  scale  adjustments 
aside  from  the  Sunday  matinee  reduc- 
tions, he  held  these  to  be  “fair.”  The  cuts 
“don’t  really  amount  to  anything,”  he  de- 
clared. 


"Bell"  Cosmopolitan 
20th-Fox  First 

New  York — Cosmopolitan’s  switch  from 
Warner  to  20th  Century-Pox  becomes  ef- 
fective with  the  release  of  “Alexander  Gra- 
ham Bell”  which  goes  out  as  the  first 
Cosmopolitan  under  the  deal.  It  will  be 
followed  by  “The  Return  of  the  Cisco 
Kid,”  which  has  been  substituted  for  “The 
Hound  of  the  Baskervilles,”  earlier  reported 
as  the  starter.  The  third  will  be  “Lawyer 
of  the  West,”  which  has  been  retitled  as 
“Young  Mr.  Lincoln.” 

There  will  be  four  to  six  by  Cosmopoli- 
tan a year.  That  company’s  extensive 
story  library  becomes  available  to  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. 

Following  a two-day  district  and  divi- 
sion managers’  meeting,  S.  R.  Kent,  Her- 
man Wobber  and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  will 
confer  on  the  coast  March  16  to  decide 
20th-Fox’s  budget  and  product  lineup  for 
the  1939-40  season.  Wobber,  who  leaves 
for  Florida  in  a few  days,  expects  to  get 
to  the  coast  well  in  advance  of  Kent. 

Problems  which  will  present  themselves 
for  the  new  selling  season  formed  the 
chief  basis  for  discussion  at  the  local  meet- 
ings with  no  definite  policy  decided.  The 
campaign  on  1939-40  product  will  be  out- 
lined at  the  sales  convention  in  Chicago, 
Anril  15-17. 


20th  Century-Fox  Men  Turn  Eye  to  1939-40 — 

Home  office  executives  and  district  managers  meet  at  Park  Central  in  New  York,  •preparatory  to  Hollywood  trip  by  S.  R. 
Kent  and  Herman  Wobber  to  fashion  the  new  program.  In  upper  right  photograph,  the  camera  catches  Wobber,  general 
sales  manager;  William  C.  Gehring,  central  division  manager;  Charles  E.  McCarthy,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity; 
arid  Joseph  P.  O’Loghlin,  Canadian  division  manager.  Around  the  table  at  the  left  are  Moe  A.  Levy,  Minneapolis,  prairie 
district  manager;  Harry  G.  Ballance,  Atlanta,  southern  district  manager;  William  Sussman,  eastern  district  division  man- 
ager, and  William  J.  Kupper,  western  division  manager.  Around  the  table  at  the  right;  George  A.  Roberts,  Cleveland,  mid- 
east district  manager;  Clarence  A.  Hill,  assistant  to  Sussman;  Tom  H.  Bailey,  Boston,  northeastern  district  manager,  and 
William  J.  Clark,  short  subject  manager. 
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Metro's  New  Plans  Cooking; 
Rodgers  to  Coast  Shortly 


New  York — William  F.  Rodgers,  general 
sales  head  for  M-G-M,  leaves  for  the  coast 
in  a few  days  to  confer  with  studio  execu- 
tives on  next  season’s  lineup.  He  expects 
to  remain  on  the  coast  about  10  days  or 
two  weeks,  during  which  he  will  take  a 
short  vacation.  Rodgers  recently  returned 
from  Hollywood,  Fla.,  where  he  spent  10 
days,  cutting  short  his  stay  because  of  bad 
weather  and  impending  meetings  of  the 
distributors  trade  practice  committee. 

With  few  accoimts  not  yet  consummated, 
the  company  already  has  10.200-odd  con- 
tracts for  the  current’s  season’s  product. 
This  figure,  according  to  Rodgers,  estab- 
lishes a new  high  in  sales  for  M-G-M. 

Special  pre-release  showings  are  being 
held  in  Miami  during  the  winter  season. 
The  next  important  exhibition  will  be  "Ice 
Follies  of  1939.”  William  R.  Ferguson,  ex- 
ploitation head,  is  in  Miami  Beach  arrang- 
ing the  advance  campaign,  in  addition  to  a 
vacational  respite. 

Over  the  weekend.  "Pygmalion”  opened 
at  Loew’s  Rochester.  On  February  25,  the 
picture  will  open  at  Shea’s  Hippodrome, 
Buffalo,  for  a two-week  engagement.  On 
the  same  date,  Loew’s  will  start  showing 
the  film  at  its  theatres  in  Wilmington, 
Richmond.  Washington  and  Norfolk.  The 
picture  is  being  offered  exhibitors  as  part 
of  this  season’s  schedule,  but  with  full 
cancellation  privilege. 

In  discussing  next  season’s  product, 
Rodgers  states  M-G-M  will  continue  to 
make  as  many  big  pictures  as  possible. 
There  is  no  tendency  to  reduce  budgets, 
each  picture  being  made  with  a view  to 
"A”  classification. 

A tentative  date  has  been  set  for  the 
annual  sales  convention  to  be  held  in 
Chicago  the  middle  of  March. 


Richard  Anderson  to 
Paths  Newsreel  Job 

New  York — Richard  Anderson,  for  years 
sales  manager  of  the  Universal  newsreel, 
has  joined  RKO  under  Harry  Michalson, 
short  subjects  sales  manager,  and  Sid 
Kramer,  print  and  negative  department 
manager.  He  will  devote  his  time  to  the 
physical  handling  of  the  Pathe  newsreel. 

A veteran  in  experience,  Anderson  has 
been  a booker,  branch  and  district  man- 
ager before  becoming  sales  manager  for 
Hearst  International  News,  today  known 
as  News  of  the  Day.  In  1932,  he  joined 
Universal  as  head  of  the  newsreel  depart- 
ment. 

Other  personnel  changes  in  the  field 
have  Wade  B.  Renfroe,  ad  sales  manager 
in  San  Francisco,  switched  to  Seattle  as 
booker;  James  T.  Patty,  ad  sales  manager 
at  the  Denver  exchange,  replacing  D.  Quin- 
ton Horn,  assistant  booker  in  the  same 
branch;  H.  R.  Freeman  of  the  service  staff 
of  the  Washington  exchange  to  night  ship- 
per and  C.  Peppercorn  being  transferred 
from  Seattle  to  Oklahoma  City  as  office 
manager,  succeeding  M.  J.  Dowling. 

Metro  English  Manager 
In  Coast  Conierences 

Hollywood — Sam  Eckman,  general  man- 
ager for  M-G-M  in  England,  arrives  from 
New  York  Monday  for  conferences  with 
Arthur  M.  Loew,  general  foreign  head, 
and  Laudy  Lawrence,  European  general 
manager,  who  arrived  in  the  east  by  auto- 
mobile early  in  the  week. 

Bernard  Friedman,  Australian  head,  ar- 
rives here  the  end  of  the  month,  en  route 
to  New  York.  He  sails  March  4 from  Syd- 
ney on  the  Monterey. 


Looking  Toward  1939-40  Season—  p,.., 

They’ve  been  in  Hollyivood  discussing  product  with  Harry  Cohn.  But  this  is 
the  Columbia  group  as  its  constituents  boarded  the  20th  Century  in  Hew 
York  for  the  coast.  The  inevitable  left  to  right  alignment:  Abe  Schneider, 
treasurer;  Jack  Cohn,  vice-president;  Abe  Montague,  general  sales  manager, 
and  Joseph  McConville,  foreign  sales  manager. 


Lichtman  Trip 
East  Soon 

Hollywood — A1  Lichtman,  assistant  to 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  is  planning  an 
eastern  trip  soon,  but  is  indefinite 
about  his  departure.  In  the  event  he 
heads  for  New  York  in  the  next  week  or 
two,  William  F.  Rodgers  will  call  off 
his  contemplated  studio  visit  on  new 
production  plans. 

14  Westerns  From 
"U"  for  1939-40 


Hollywood  — Following  conferences  at 
the  studios  by  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  William 
A.  Scully,  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  Cliff  Work 
and  Matthew  Fox,  Universal  has  decided 
on  14  westerns  for  the  1939-40  program. 
Richard  Arlen  will  appear  in  seven  and 
John  Mack  Brown  in  the  other  seven. 

Titles  are  already  set.  Arlen  will  appear 
in  the  following  stories  by  well-known  au- 
thors: ‘‘Tlie  West  That  Was,”  by  Buffalo 
Bill”  Cody;  "The  Tie  That  Binds”  and 
"Light  and  Darkness,”  by  Peter  B.  Kyne; 
“Abysmal  Brute,”  by  Jack  London;  “Xmas 
Eve  at  Pilot  Butte,”  by  Courtney  Ryley 
Cooper;  "St.  Johnson,”  by  William  R.  Bur- 
nett; “Honeymoon  Flats,”  by  Earl  Derr 
Diggers. 

The  Brown  septet  are;  “Sandlow,”  by 
Cherry  Wilson;  “Empty  Saddles,”  by 
Cherry  Wilson;  “Silver  Spurs,”  by  the 
same  author;  "Lasca  of  the  Rio  Grande,” 
by  Tom  Reed;  "Law  for  Tombstone,”  by 
Charles  R.  Martin;  “Arizona  Cyclone,”  by 
William  Lester;  “Banished,”  by  Frances 
Guihan. 


A Universal  Campaign 
On  "Dark  Rapture" 

New  York — Universal  has  a drive  on  for 
“Dark  Rapture”  contracts  with  eight 
prizes  to  be  awarded  to  a district  mana- 
ger, two  branch  managers,  three  salesmen 
and  two  bookers.  The  district  which  turns 
in  the  greatest  number  of  approved  and 
played  pacts  will  benefit  the  head  of  it  by 
one  week’s  salary.  'Tire  branch  manager 
in  first  place  will  get  one  week  and  a half 
extra  pay,  the  second  exchange  head,  one 
week’s  salary.  Other  prizes  will  go  to 
salesmen  and  bookers. 


"James"  Four-Week  Roxy 
Run  Near  a Record 

New  York — Winding  up  a four-week 
run  at  the  Roxy,  “Jesse  James”  played 
to  more  than  a half  million  persons.  Run- 
ning a close  second  to  “Alexander’s  Rag- 
time Band,”  the  picture  tallied  519,309 
admissions. 

In  the  first  four  weeks  “Alexander” 
played  the  Roxy  it  scored  636,243  admis- 
sions for  a gross  of  $283,833.  That  pic- 
tm-e  played  a fifth  week  for  a final  check 
of  726,263  admissions  and  $338,250. 
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Who’ll  Give  Me  a Break? 

Years  ago,  when  motion  picture  palaces  were 
known  as  "Nickolodeons"  and  Projectionists  were 
called  "Crank-turners,"  I got  mixed  up  with  an  en- 
terprising Ex-Clothing  Store  manager,  who  left  a small 
Wisconsin  town  to  open  a Film  Exchange  in  Chicago. 
In  almost  no  time  at  all  exhibitors  far  and  wide  knew 
him  as  "Uncle  Carl." 

With  him  I learned  about  the  various  branches  of 
our  business  . . . Distribution  . . . Exhibition  . . . Pro- 
duction and  Neglect.  Eventually  I blossomed  forth 
with  an  idea  which  was  to  "revolutionize"  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry  . . . Sixteen  Millimeter  Movies. 

And  then  the  storm  broke.  "This  crazy  guy,"  they 
said  about  me,  "is  trying  to  shake  the  foundations  of 
our  business."  Trade  Papers  carried  banner  heads  like 
this:  "Are  Home  Movies  A Box  Office  Menace?" 
Threats  were  made  against  any  producer  who  dared 
to  support  this  16mm  guy. 

I lived  through  the  turbulence  of  trail-blazing  days, 
encouraging  those  who  believed  in  me,  keeping  alive 
their  faith.  With  what  material  gains  to  myself  is  a 
story  in  itself.  But  HOW  this  "crazy"  scheme  of  mine 
has  developed  and  is  developing!! 

I still  have  unlimited  faith  in  16mm  films  as  an  in- 
dustry in  itself,  one  that  can  help,  rather  than  hinder, 
the  natural  development  of  the  professional  motion 
picture  as  a business  and  a money-maker.  But  it's  an 
old,  old  story.  The  pioneer  is  out  on  a limb.  Even  as 
Daniel  Boone!  Remember  him? 

Today  I am  in  the  unbelievable  position  of  "either 
starving  or  going  to  work."  I prefer  to  work  but  I 
cannot  get  a job  in  the  business  I gave  so  many  years 
of  my  life  to  building.  Thanks  to  a kindly  providence 
I still  have  health — mental  and  physical — and  energy 
to  burn.  But  where  is  the  man  or  men  who  will  give 
a break  to  a real  old-timer  who  still  has  a hop  to 
his  fast  one? 

Julius  Singer, 

240  West  73rd  Street, 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Tel.  SU  7-1260 


(Advertisement) 


THEIR  SHRDOIRS  BEFORE 


Before  making  color  commit- 
ments for  current  procduction 
sche(dules,  it  will  (definitely  be  to 
your  acdvantage  to  investigate 
the  unusual  possibilities  aftorde(d 
by  the  NEW  CINECOLOR,  at 
present  being  move(d  to  its  vast 
new  Burbank  plant. 


CINECOLOR 


A.  L.  McCORMICK,  President 
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— Metropolitan  Photos 

Pretty  Serious,  Too — 

Trainshed  interview  with  Ned  E.  Depi- 
net,  vice-president  of  Radio  who  is 
back  in  New  York  after  product  con- 
ferences and  the  grippe.  On  the  left 
is  “Meets- All-Trains- All-Planes"  Bill 
Ornstein,  eastern  editor  of  Boxoffice. 


J ROBERT  RUBIN  is  back  from  Miami 
* shores  looking  the  picture  of  health  after 
being  a so-called  fugitive  from  trade  prac- 
tice conferences  . . . But  take  Bob  Benja- 
min, who  is  also  in  the  legal  profession. 
He  stopped  being  a lawyer  three  weeks  and 
dropped  22  pounds  golfing,  dieting  and 
exercising  in  Mexico  City.  After  a fort- 
night below  the  border,  Benjamin  went  to 
Havana,  had  a swell  time  and  he  has 
plenty  of  color  to  show  for  it  . . . Louis 
Frisch  will  become  a grandpop  next  month 
for  the  first  time.  He’s  so  excited, 
Manny — he’s  the  son  involved — had  to  give 
him  an  approximate  date  to  reduce  the 
blood  pressure  . . . William  Sistrom  is  in 
from  the  coast  en  route  to  England  to 
produce  the  first  RKO  picture  there.  It 
will  be  “Saint  in  London.”  George  Sanders, 
who  plays  the  saint,  follows  shortly. 

Freddie  Schwartz,  now  that  he  is  en- 
sconced in  new  offices  at  50  Rockefeller 
Plaza,  is  figuring  on  a Key  West  fishing 
jaunt  in  April  . . . His  piscatorial  pal.  Bob 
Wolff  of  RKO,  may  go  along,  as  usual  . . . 
Al  Hovel,  generalissimo  at  Cejitury  circuit, 
is  touring  the  country  by  car  with  a stop- 
over at  Miami  before  he  returns  to  the 
saddle  in  the  Associated  Press  Bldg.  . . . 
Emil  Jensen  has  convinced  himself  he 
needs  a month’s  rest.  So  next  month, 
sometime,  he  will  scamper  off  for  the 
beaches  that  are  part  of  Miami  . . . Harry 
Brandt’s  missus  underwent  a major  opera- 
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tioji  the  other  day  and,  if  she  is  sufficient- 
ly recuperated  next  week,  she  and  Harry 
will  go  back  to  Miami  and  take  up  where 
they  left  off  a couple  of  weeks  ago  . . . Al 
G.  Reid,  general  manager  of  the  Fabian 
circuit  and  now  “a  member  of  the  Fabian 
family,”  according  to  genial  Sam  Rosen, 
has  a swanky  desk  set  given  him  by  the 
many  well-wishers  who  attended  his  re- 
cent 60th  birthday  party. 

E.  L.  Alperson,  general  sales  manager 
for  GN,  is  back  on  the  coast  after  a short 
visit  here.  He’s  supervising  final  cutting 
on  Anna  Sten’s  latest  picture,  “The  Exile 
Express.”  On  his  way  back  from  the  coast, 
Alperson  will  line  up  first  run  dates  for 
the  picture  in  key  spots  . , . Meanwhile, 
Sol  Edwards  and  Pete  Rosian  have  se- 
cured John  Benas’  signature  to  a con- 
tract. Which  means  the  Skouras  circuit 
will  play  GN  output  in  all  its  houses.  Cen- 
tury circuit  has  also  come  through,  which 
indicates  the  company  is  going  places. 

Tom  Waller,  who  handles  syndicate 
press  stuff  for  Paramount,  was  out  with  a 
cold  the  other  day.  It  was  one  of  those 
chilly  dates,  if  you  catch  on  ..  . Morris 
Rosenthal,  manager  of  Loew’s  Majestic. 
Bridgeport,  doubles  in  brass  on  his  day 
off.  Take  last  week,  for  instance.  He  came 
to  town,  on  his  own,  and  tried  to  get 
Mickey  Rooney  to  appear  in  person  at  his 
theatre.  But  it  was  no  dice.  When  Rosa- 
lind Russell  and  Robert  Donat  spejit  a few 
days  in  towji  on  their  recent  visits,  Rosen- 
thal contacted  relatives  of  the  stars  and 
got  them  to  appear.  But  studio  orders  in 
the  case  of  Rooney  are  to  keep  clear  of 
him  and  it’s  surprising  how  no  one  around 
town  knows  any  of  his  relatives. 

Moe  Kurtz,  20th-Fox  salesman,  has  a 
tough  time  trying  to  get  Boxoffice  ahead 
of  his  family.  The  publication  arrives  at 
his  home  soon  after  he  leaves  for  the  ex- 
change and,  by  the  time  he  gets  home,  his 


family  knows  all  that’s  been  going  on 
during  the  week  and  tells  him  before  he 
has  a chance  to  see  it  in  type  . , . Harry 
Edington,  Universal’s  latest  producer,  has 
gone  back  to  the  coast  after  a vacation 
here  which  included  interviews,  the  shows 
and  looking  over  prospective  new  faces. 

Leon  Netter  spent  a day  in  Greensboro, 
N.  C.  (which  by  the  way  is  the  home  town 
of  Tyree  Dillard  jr.,  M-G-M  attorney)  for 
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the  directors’  meeting  of  North  Carolina 
Theatres,  Inc.,  a Paramount  subsidiary 
. . . Rube  Jackter  is  back  from  Miami.  He 
left  the  family  there  to  finish  up  the  sea- 
son. After  all,  with  Jack  Cohn,  A.  Mon- 
tague, A.  Schneider  and  Joe  McConville 
on  the  coast  someone  had  to  be  on  the 
job  here,  says  Rube.  But  his  thoughts  are 
in  Miami,  nevertheless  ...  Si  Seadler,  his 
guns  and  saddles  packed,  is  en  route  to  the 
B-Bar-H  Ranch  near  Palm  Springs  for  his 
mid-winter  cowpuncher  holiday.  About 
two  weeks  there,  then  to  the  M-G-M  studio 
to  see  how  Leo’s  behaving  these  days. 

Frances  Levin,  secretary  to  Bill  Scully, 
gets  back  Monday  from  Miami.  It  was 
vacation  stuff  and  a change  of  scenery 
for  Miss  Levin,  who  usually  heads  for  her 
home  in  Minneapolis  . . . Billy  Brandt 
promises  to  inaugurate  vaudeville  at  the 
Flatbush,  February  24  . . . Oscar  Lager, 
formerly  with  Par-Land,  is  now  working 
for  Charles  Moses  . . . Morris  Alin,  for- 
merly with  M-G-M,  is  now  editing  Uni- 
versal’s Progress,  weekly  house  organ  . . . 
Prank  McCarthy  pulled  a sneak  preview 
of  “You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man”  at 
Proctor’s,  New  Rochelle  last  Monday  night 
and  utmost  secrecy  was  maintained  at  the 
Universal  home  office  . . . Al  Adams  is  back 
at  his  desk  after  an  attack  of  the  flu  . . . 


The  Smiling,  Final  Goodbyes— 

Queen  Mary  scene  as  Ben  Miggins,  continental  and  European  manager 
(left)  and  Francis  L.  Harley,  managing  director  for  England  (right),  sail  for 
the  26th  Century-Fox  posts  abroad.  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  foreign  distri- 
bution head,  is  bidding  them  bon  voyage. 
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Bill  White  is  still  laying  off  cigars  on 
doctor’s  orders.  As  a matter  of  fact,  he 
was  bedded  with  the  grippe  for  a few 
days,  too. 

George  Weeks  is  vacationing  in  Miami 
. . . Mickey  Rooney  and  his  mother  will 
spend  the  next  week  in  town.  They  have 
been  here  for  a week  already  looking  over 
the  sights  and  what  Broadway  has  that’s 
different  from  Hollywood’s  environs  . . . 
Donald  Flamm,  WMCA  head,  and  Martin 
Quigley  are  among  the  750  passengers  of 
the  Washington  cruising  through  the 
Panama  Canal  to  California  on  a 31-day 
trip  . . . M.  A.  Schlesinger  is  taking  it  easy 
in  Miami  these  days  . . . Elizabeth  Page’s 
historical  novel  of  1,024  pages  has  been 
purchased  by  Columbia.  It’s  called  “The 
Tree  of  Liberty’’  . . . Sam  Behrman,  the 
playwright,  has  returned  from  the  coast 
where  he  has  been  working  on  film  assign- 
ments . . . The  weather,  which  has  not 
been  so  good  in  these  parts,  finally  got  the 
best  of  Al  Altman  for  a couple  of  days 
. . . Manny  Silverstone  is  still  living  in  the 
Rockaways  and  all  for  the  sake  of  enjoy- 
ing a good  summer  which  is  months  off. 

Henry  Danziger  of  the  N.  Y.  Film  Board 
of  Trade  on  Washington’s  Birthday  cele- 
brates his  19th  wedding  anniversary.  He’ll 
probably  take  in  a movie,  among  other 
things  on  his  agenda  for  the  day  . . . Bill 
White,  executive  assistant  to  George 
Skouras,  has  been  ill  for  a few  days  . . . 
Cresson  E.  Smith,  RKO  division  manager, 
included  Chicago  on  his  list  of  exchanges 
in  his  latest  tour  on  behalf  of  the  George 
J.  Schaefer  Drive  . . . It’s  vacation  time 
at  Ross  Federal  Service.  Densmore  A.  Ross, 
general  manager,  is  now  in  Miami  and 
Frank  X.  Miske,  comptroller,  is  cruising 
to  the  West  Indies. 

When  Eddie  Zabel  returned  from  the 
coast,  flying  conditions  were  so  perfect 
that  the  pilots  took  the  passengers  for  a 
sightseeing  tour  over  Manhattan  Island 
and  the  World’s  Fair.  “It  was  the  most 
beautiful  sight  I ever  saw,”  says  Eddie  . . . 
Guilio  Ascarelli,  formerly  in  charge  of 
publicity  for  the  Loew’s  Italian  office,  is 
now  in  this  country.  When  II  Duce  went 
Nordic,  Italy  was  no  place  for  Ascarelli 
who  is  Jewish  . . . Lou  Pollock  returyis 
from  the  coast  Thursday  . . . Toni  Spitzer 


Others  Have  Same 
Difficulty 

Hollywood — Franciska  Gaol  was  tell- 
ing Bing  Crosby  that  the  English  lan- 
guage is  so  large  and  funny  that  she 
never  really  hopes  to  master  it. 

"Just  when  I think  I am  good  I learn 
something  else.  I heard  a man  ask 
another  man  to  get  him  a hot  dog. 
Now  I had  heard  of  Americans  eating 
hot  dogs  and  I thought  it  very  wicked. 
I like  dogs  and  I couldn't  understand 
anyone  eating  them.  I got  so  curious 
that  I waited  around  until  the  man  re- 
turned. I can't  tell  you  how  surprised 
I was  when  I found  that  the  man  was 
just  carrying  a bologna  sandwich." 

Could  it  be  that  Paramount's  praise 
agents  haven't  heard  that  the  Greeks, 
too,  had  a word  for  it? 


Among  Those  Present — 

Mrs.  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  attending 
the  Miami  Beach  premiere  of  “Stage- 
coach.” Partially  hidden  behind  her  is 
the  president  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  tanned 
by  the  Florida  sun. 


and  Elliot  Arnold,  World-Telly  reporter, 
are  what  Winchell  would  call  an  item 
. . . Overheard  at  a curbstone  huddle  of 
trade  paper  reporters  chewing  the  rag  on 
the  corner  of  AWi  and  Broadway:  “Just 
like  spring  today,”  says  one  enthusiastic- 
ally. “It  can’t  be,”  retorts  the  other.  “No 
one  has  yet  announced  an  independent 
company  that  will  be  the  ‘ninth  major’.” 

Three  units  have  been  set  up  in  Colum- 
bia’s “International  Personal  Testimonial 
Campaign.”  Joseph  Friedman  heads  the 
European  division,  Cecil  Mason  and  J.  B. 
Albeck  the  Far  East,  comprising  Australia 
and  the  Orient,  and  Charles  Roberts,  Latin 
America.  Working  with  Joseph  McCon- 
ville  in  the  home  office  on  the  sales  drive 
are  Arnold  Picker,  Jack  Segal,  Joseph 
Levy,  Herman  Golden,  A.  Suarez  del  Rivero 
and  Clarence  J.  Schneider. 

Mort  Blumenstock  is  on  crutches  and  a 
normally  good  ankle  in  a cast.  It  happened 
the  other  night  at  his  brother’s  house.  As 
he  was  walking  down  a flight  of  stairs,  he 
turned  to  say  good  night  to  his  niece. 
Next  thing  he  knew,  it  had  happened.  The 
x-ray  shows  one  slight  fracture,  but  the 
cast  goes  for  two  weeks  anyway.  There- 
after, a cajie  for  a couple  more  . . . Leslie 
E.  Thompson  is  still  busy  endeavoring  to 
evolve  ways  and  means  of  getting  to  Miami. 
He’ll  probably  be  successful  at  it  . . . Ned 
E.  Depinet,  Jules  Levy  and  Phil  Reisman 
a threesome  at  “21.”  Others  there  included 
Herman  Robbins,  Ted  Lauder,  Nate  Spin- 
gold,  Georgie  Jessel,  who  flies  up  every 
weekend  from  Florida  and  says  it’s  final- 
ly getting  him  whoozy,  and  Colvin  Brown. 

Walter  Wanger  heads  for  the  coast  next 
week,  delaying  his  departure  a few  days 


while  looking  over  new  material  and 
negotiating  for  personalities  . . . E.  Thorn- 
ton Kelly,  Allied  secretary,  was  in  Albany 
and  Buffalo  earlier  in  the  week  and  spent 
the  last  few  days  in  Milwaukee  conferring 
with  Allied  of  Wisconsin  members.  He’ll 
be  in  Buffalo  again  Monday  and  Tues- 
day and  three  days  in  Syracuse  before  re- 
turning to  his  local  headquarters  . . . Bill 
Rodgers  wouldn’t  talk  the  other  day  for 
the  simple  reason  he  couldn’t.  Laryngitis 
got  the  best  of  him  . . . E.  C.  Grainger, 
general  manager  for  M.  A.  Shea  Enter- 
prises, is  on  a two-week  tour  of  theatres 
in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  . . . Lenox  R. 
Lohr,  NBC  head,  has  signed  Max  Gordon 
to  advise  and  assist  on  the  production  of 
television  programs.  Gordon  continues  his 
stage  production  activities  and  plans  to 
make  several  pictures  in  Hollywood,  based 
on  his  plays,  of  course. 

Ginger  Rogers  and  Adolphe  Menjou  en- 
act the  roles  they  played  in  “Stage  Door” 
on  CBS’  “Radio  Theatre”  program  Mon- 
day night  . . . Jeanette  MacDonald  joined 
Robert  Taylor  and  Charles  Winninger  m 
the  Screen  Actors’  Guild  show,  over  CBS, 
Sunday  night  . . . Edward  Everett  Horton 
appeared  in  his  own  adaptation  of  “Clar- 
ence” Sunday  night  on  the  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood”  program,  via  the  CBS  waves 
. . . Bill  McShea,  assistant  to  A.  A.  Shu- 
bart  at  RKO,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a 
two-week  absence.  He  was  down  with  ton- 
silitis  . . . Maurice  N.  Wolff,  New  England 
district  manager  for  M-G-M,  was  a home 
office  visitor  during  the  middle  of  the 
week. 

The  Jean  Lenauers  are  vacationing  in 
Quebec  . . . Miriam  Gibson,  of  the  Mono- 
gram publicity  staff,  is  still  ill  with  the 
grippe  and  recuperating  at  her  mother’s 
home  in  New  Rochelle  . . . Dr.  T.  Thorne 
Baker,  head  of  research  for  Dufaycolor,  is 
in  town  . . . Arthur  Jacobson,  new  head  of 
Paramount’s  talent  department,  is  on  a 
search  for  new  faces.  New  York,  Chicago 
and  other  eastern  and  midwestern  cities 
are  on  his  itinerary  . . . Paul  Wir,  United 
Artists  manager  for  Panama,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  is  on  his  way  home  on  the 
Veragua  . . . Louise  Phesay,  secretary  to  Al 
Margolies,  left  some  pangs  around  UA 
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Tips-for-Women 

Department 

Hollywood — Shirley  Ross,  in  her  own 
little  way,  has  a contribution  to  science, 
and  she's  giving  it  away  Iree — without 
the  customary  box  top,  or  facsimile. 

"When  a piece,  lock  or  curl  of  hair 
gets  a bit  straggly,  and  you  haven't 
time  to  let  your  hairdresser  reset  the 
whole  thing — don't  be  discouraged," 
says  Shirley.  "Dampen  the  unruly  lock 
with  a bit  of  your  favorite  cologne  or 
perfume  and  roll  it  upon  a metal  curler 
of  mammoth  proportions.  You  can 
dampen  the  curler  itself  with  scent  if 
you  wish — bgt  don't  use  water — it 
makes  these  rolled  curls  too  fuzzy. 
They'll  curl  just  long  enough  to  look 
well  while  you're  taking  your  bath  or 
shower." 
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biveawai]  lactics 
Anger  Allied 

Syracuse — Coincident  with  the  resump- 
tion of  money  games  at  14  independent 
subsequent  runs,  under  approval  of  As- 
sistant District  Attorney  Clarence  Unck- 
less,  the  Allied  unit  here  has,  in  resolu- 
tion form,  condemned  the  “unethical  and 
unfair  tactics”  of  the  manager  of  the 
Schine-controlled  theatres  here  for  pro- 
voking the  original  ban. 

The  controversy  had  its  inception  around 
January  1 when  Mayor  Maiwin  instructed 
the  cliief  of  police  to  order  abandonment 
of  the  games  at  the  14  theatres  on  the 
ground  they  were  being  illegally  operated. 
Meanwhile,  the  Paramount,  ace  Schine 
unit,  continued  to  play  Bank  Night. 

Shortly  afterward,  a committee  of  in- 
dependents, headed  by  Rap  Merriman,  Al- 
lied regional  vice-president,  and  George 
Smith,  a state  director,  outlined  their 
problem  to  Allied  headquarters  in  New 
York.  A meeting  then  was  arranged  with 
Mayor  Marvin's  secretary,  who  advised 
the  men  to  seek  an  opinion  from  Unckless. 
Upon  investigation  of  the  facts,  as  repre- 
sented by  the  Allied  committee,  Unckless 
approved  reinstatement  of  the  games  in 
the  14  houses. 

A few  days  after  resumption,  the  Allied 
unit  met  and  drew  up  its  condemnaticn 
resolution.  The  document  lays  full  re- 
sponsibility for  provocation  of  the  game 
ban  on  the  local  Schine  management.  It 
reads,  in  part:  “Definite  information  has 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  independent 
theatre  owners  of  the  City  of  Syracuse 
to  the  effect  that  the  manager  of  one  of 
the  Schine  chain  theatres  in  Syracuse  was 
directly  responsible  for  the  action  of  the 
city  officials  who  ordered  the  games 
banned  in  independent  houses,  while  per- 
mitting the  Schine  unit  to  continue  the 
practice.” 

A copy  of  the  resolution  was  sent  to 
the  Schine  brothers  at  Gloversville  “for 
their  information  and  action.” 

New  York  Independents 
Feel  Drop  at  Boxoiiice 

New  York — Local  independent  circuit 
operators  are  bemoaning  bad  business  the 
last  week,  the  slump  hitting  boxoffices 
with  the  unexpected  advent  of  spring 
weather.  Exhibitors  declare  the  drop  hurts 
more  than  at  any  other  time  because 
February  usually  is  one  of  the  best  months 
of  the  year. 

The  alleged  indifferent  lineup  of  pic- 
tures is  making  matters  more  complicated 
for  theatre  heads  who  are  asking  what 
kind  of  stimulant  can  be  found  to  rem- 
edy the  situation. 


Services  lor  Hage 

Bogota,  N.  J. — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  for  Robert  Hage,  dead  of  pneumonia 
at  51.  Hage  was  at  one  time  a member 
of  the  First  National  publicity  department 
and  a newspaper  man  of  many  years  ex- 
perience. He  was  on  the  New  York  Sun 
and,  in  this  field,  a member  of  staff  of 
Motion  Picture  News  and  Motion  Picture 
Daily. 


New  Drive,  New 
Slogan 

New  York — Last  ye'^r's  sales  drive 
slogan  in  all  RKO  branches  was  "Re- 
inoculate yourself." 

This  year,  Walter  Branson  who  again 
is  captain  of  the  drive,  has  invented 
this  as  the  slogan: 

"Did  you  rehearse  this  morning?" 


^ITH  the  winners  of  the  Movie  Quiz 
due  to  be  announced  February  27, 
Loew’s  is  trying  to  get  Rep.  Bruce  Barton, 
one  of  the  judges,  to  turn  master  of  cere- 
monies for  the  occasion,  and  make  the 
announcement  from  the  Capitol  stage  . . . 
Friends  of  Louise  Noonan  Miller,  operator 
of  the  Little  Theatre,  are  happy  with  the 
knowledge  that  she  is  on  the  mend.  Pain- 
ful scalp  wounds  suffered  in  a recent  auto 
crash  have  been  stitched  tightly  if  not 
comfortably  and  recovery  is  definitely  on 
the  way. 

Barret  Kiesling,  the  M-G-M  tub- 
thumper,  came  dashing  through  town, 
stopped  long  enough  to  look  at  the  George 
Abbott  play,  “What  a Life,”  without  over- 
abundant enthusiasm  (it  having,  of  course 
been  bought  by  Paramount) . Also  stopped 
long  enough  to  warn  drama  desks  that  he 
will  be  back  in  April  on  his  annual  jaunt, 
laden  with  thousands  of  “stills”  and  much 
praise  of  forthcoming  M-G-M  product. 

Mickey  Rooney’s  trip  east  to  have  a look 
at  Brooklyn  will  not  be  all  vacation  if 
local  Loew  moguls  have  their  way.  They 
want  the  popular  young  star  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  here  . . . The  "Variety 
Club  is  contributing  a Washington-made 
film  to  the  Washington  Self-Help  Ex- 
change. Marshall  Faber  shot  it,  with  Mrs. 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  playing  the  femme 
lead  and  Arthur  Godfrey  contributing  the 
narration. 

State  Theatre  in  Bethesda  took  the  ad- 
vice of  Andy  Kelley,  Times-Herald  drama 
editor,  that  this  was  a fine  time  to  cash 
in  on  the  Vivien  Leigh- Scarlett  O.H.  pub- 
licity; revived  “The  Dark  Journey,”  in 
which  the  British  lass  has  a leading  role. 

Deluxe  Laboratories  and 
I A to  Resume  Meets 

New  York  — Meetings  between  Alan 
Fi’eedman,  head  of  DeLuxe  Laboratories, 
and  delegates  of  Local  702  and  Dick  Walsh, 
lA  vice-president  in  charge  of  the  eastern 
seaboard,  will  resume  Monday.  A session 
was  held  this  week  during  which  gener- 
alities and  working  conditions  were  dis- 
cussed. The  Monday  session  is  expected 
to  revolve  around  wage  scales. 

Frohlich  and  Ascap  Heads 
To  Connecticut  Parley 

New  York — Louis  Frohlich,  attorney, 
and  Ascap  executives  have  signified  their 
intention  of  attending  the  Connecticut 
legislative  hearing  on  the  anti-Ascap  bill 
in  Hartford  March  2.  Decisions  from  the 
supreme  court  on  the  Florida  and  Wash- 
ington cases  are  not  expected  before 
February  27. 


Games  Held  Vital 
To  N.  Y.  Area 

New  York — Continuance  of  games  in  the 
metropolitan  area  are  held  vital  to  the 
existence  of  the  small  exhibitor,  according 
to  a large  independent  circuit  operator, 
who  contends  that,  if  the  practice  is  aban- 
doned, business  will  drop  at  least  50  per 
cent  in  his  theatres  and  he  may  be  forced 
to  darken  many  of  his  units. 

License  Commissioner  Paul  Moss  is  mak- 
ing every  effort  to  ban  games  from  the- 
atres. His  efforts  to  eliminate  Bingo  and 
other  forms  of  the  indoor  sport  in  churches 
and  other  institutions  in  Staten  Island  are 
meeting  with  little  success.  However,  he 
hopes  to  secure  a court  order  banning 
them  from  theatres. 

His  first  move  in  tliis  direction  is  the 
action  against  Max  A.  Cohen’s  Jewel  The- 
atre in  Harlem.  'Tlie  case  was  instituted 
as  a result  of  a complaint  by  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Crime.  A hearing 
was  scheduled  in  Special  Sessions,  Febru- 
ary 15,  but  dm’ing  the  latter  part  of  last 
week.  Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  Cohen, 
filed  a motion  returnable  FebruaiT  15  to 
remove  the  case  from  Special  Sessions  to 
General  Sessions.  The  lawyer  also  asks 
a trial  by  jm-y.  The  trial  is  now  set  for 
March  15  in  the  higher  court. 

The  case  is  of  extreme  importance  lo- 
cally as  every  exhibitor  will  be  affected 
by  the  decision  in  one  way  or  another. 

Games  have  been  restored  in  Syracuse 
after  the  mayor  instructed  the  chief  of 
police  to  stop  them  on  the  ground  they 
constituted  a lottery.  Allied  of  New  York 
submitted  the  matter  to  the  assistant  dis- 
trict attorney  in  charge  and  the  ban  was 
lifted  shortly  thereafter. 

Meanwhile,  because  of  the  mutual  in- 
terest, every  local  theatre  owner  is  watch- 
ing the  Jewel  case  on  which  may  rest 
the  continuance  or  elimination  of  games. 

Three  Managerial  Shifts 
In  Universal  Sector 

New  York — Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy,  east- 
ern sales  manager  for  Universal,  has  made 
these  changes  in  his  division: 

W.  M.  (“Snake”)  Richardson  moves 
from  branch  managership  in  Charlotte  to 
Atlanta  on  special  assignment  under  Dis- 
trict Manager  Harry  D.  Graham. 

Paul  Baron  succeeds  Richardson  at 
Charlotte.  Baron  has  been  acting  branch 
manager  in  Washington.  B.  B.  Kreisler, 
Boston  salesman,  assumes  Baron’s  former 
Washington  duties  pending  return  of  man- 
ager Nate  Sauber,  ill. 

Bob  Wolff  Leads  in  RKO's 
First  Week  of  Drive 

New  York — Bob  Wolff,  manager  of 
RKO’s  local  branch,  led  the  field  in  the 
first  week  of  the  George  J.  Schaefer  sales 
drive.  N.  P.  Jacobs,  Los  Angeles,  was 
second  and  H.  C.  Fuller,  Salt  Lake  City 
head,  third. 

In  the  district  lineup,  H.  M.  Lyons  of 
the  south  rated  first.  Barney  Pitkin,  New 
Haven  manager,  headed  the  March  of 
Time  contest.  P.  M.  Baker,  New  Orleans, 
took  first  place  in  the  Disney  division. 
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Warner  to  Shuffle 
Prices  in  Philly 

Philadelphia — The  Warner  circuit  is 
laying  plans  for  a top-to-bottom  revision 
of  prices  and  policy  in  downtown  theatres, 
to  go  into  effect  February  24. 

The  Fox  will  take  over  the  Earle  The- 
atre’s vaudeville.  The  Earle,  long  the 
midtown  stronghold  of  vaudeville,  will  be- 
come a second-run  house.  The  Palace  be- 
comes a first  run. 

Plans  for  the  Pox  are  to  show  a higher 
grade  of  films  than  the  Earle  had,  thus 
reclaim  some  of  the  business  the  down- 
town theatres  are  reported  to  have  been 
losing  to  the  neighborhoods. 

Lou  Schrader’s  orchestra  will  stay  at 
the  Earle,  despite  discontinuance  of  stage 
shows.  The  contract  still  has  ten  months 
to  go,  and  the  Musician’s  Union  turned 
down  a request  from  Warner  to  have 
Schrader’s  band  move  to  the  Fox  to  re- 
place Adolph  Kornspan’s.  Kornspan  will 
stay  at  the  Fox. 

Harold  Seidenburg  will  continue  as  man- 
ager of  the  Fox  and  Maurice  Gable  at  the 
Earle. 

The  new  price  schedules,  not  yet  of- 
ficially announced  by  Warner,  are  said 
to  be  as  follows:  The  present  68  and  75 
cent  top  in  the  first-run  houses  whl  go 
down  to  50  cents.  The  Keith’s  and  Karl- 
ton  will  go  from  57  cents  at  night  and  68 
cents  weekends  to  a 42-cent  top.  Price 
reductions  will  not  extend  to  neighborhood 
theatres,  it  was  reported. 

Warner  Bros,  officials  said  the  new 
prices  at  the  downtowns  might  draw  busi- 
ness from  their  own  neighborhood  houses, 
but,  they  pointed  out,  customers  would  also 
be  drawn  from  the  neighborhood  inde- 
pendents. Besides,  the  bulk  of  the  chain’s 
investment  is  in  the  big  downtown  houses, 
they  said. 

The  independents  are  ready  to  keep  a 
close  watch  on  the  effect  of  the  new  price 
schedule.  They  did  not  join  in  the  gen- 
eral price  rises  that  Warners  have  effected 
during  the  last  few  years.  If  the  inde- 
pendents see  business  oozing  away,  there 
is  the  possibility  they  may  aU  engage  in 
price  slashing. 


'Mikado'  Toronto  Premiere 
Sets  a New  Record  Take 

New  York — Universal  is  indulging  in 
handsprings  over  “The  Mikado”  premiere 
at  the  Uptown  in  Toronto,  where  the  pic- 
ture did  $1,700  on  its  opening  Thursday 
in  weather  seven  degrees  below  zero,  a 
record  for  that  theatre,  according  to  Up- 
town Manager  Jack  Arthur. 

While  New  York  critics  use  four  stars  on 
top  rating,  they  do  better  in  Toronto.  At 
least,  Roland  Young  of  the  Globe  & Mail 
did,  giving  “Mikado”  five.  This  is  the  first 
such  star  handout  since  “Snow  White.” 

Universal  is  negotiating  for  the  Astor 
Theatre  here  for  a “Mikado”  run  to  fol- 
low “Pygmalion.” 


^HE  NIXON-GRAND  is  reported  ready 
to  leave  the  straight  and  narrow  for 
burlesque  . . . The  Fay’s  has  given  up  Sun- 
day shows  after  a two-week  trial  . . . The 
Arcadia’s  much- advertised  change  in  pol- 
icy— foreign  films — finally  got  under  way 
with  a gala  premiere  for  “Orage”  (French) . 
Larry  Mackey  did  a swell  promotion  job, 
brought  along  the  French  consul,  French 
clubs,  French  teachers  . . . Harry  Slatko 
reports  his  amateur  colored  shows  at  the 
Douglas  are  clicking.  But  he’s  still  look- 
ing for  a sponsor  for  the  broadcasts  . . . 
I.  Yaffe  has  taken  over  the  Unique  Tliea- 
tre,  and  has  put  Dave  Supowitz  to  work 
planning  alterations. 

Mel  Koff  and  his  bride  are  back  from 
Florida.  “The  honeymoon  is  over,”  his 
associate,  Carl  Munzer,  told  him,  and  jnit 
him  right  to  work  . . . Showmen  Clubbers 
are  planning  a bachelor  party  for  Max 
Steinhouse  . . . Lou  Foxman  is  redecorat- 
ing his  premium  store  . . . It’s  rumored  the 
Film  Center  Sandwich  Shop  is  going  to 
change  hands  soon  . . . Dave  Milgrim  and 
family  are  Florida-bound  . . . Allen  Lewis 
and  Moe  Verben,  “Star”  and  “Banker”  of 
the  Showmen’s  Club,  seen  giving  the  legit 
a break  by  going  to  “The  Women”  at  the 
Forrest. 

A1  Garfield,  Keith’s,  is  leading  the  cir- 
cuit in  the  5th  week  of  Warner’s  managers’ 
parade.  He  steps  ahead  of  Marty  Anins- 
man,  Wynne,  who  held  first  place  for  three 
weeks.  Joe  Bergin,  Chester  Washington,  is 
third.  Aninsman  arranged  to  have  Jennie 
Goldstein  appear  at  the  opening  of  her 
picture  “Two  Sisters”  . . . Sam  Crayder, 
Princess,  is  planning  a flashy  new  from 
for  his  place  . . . Lou  Davidoff,  Sil  Setron 
and  Sol  Getzow  are  back  at  their  old  stands 
after  sieges  of  grippe  . . . Harry  Fried 
served  a Mexican  lunch  for  guests  attend- 
ing the  premiere  of  “Chico”  at  his  Ard- 
more Suburban.  Monogram’s  staff  was  on 
hand,  crowing  about  this  unusual  wild- 
life picture. 

Bill  Israel  goes  to  the  Palace  to  inau- 
gurate the  new  policy  of  first-runs.  El 
Hollander  steps  out  and  takes  Israel’s  place 
at  the  Studio  . . . Cecil  Penny  feather, 

St,  Cloud  Amusement  Adds 
Sixth  Unit  for  Circuit 

New  York — C.  E.  Smith  of  St.  Cloud 
Amusement  Co.  has  acquired  the  Liberty, 
Bernardsville,  N.  J.,  making  a sixth  for 
the  circuit.  Abe  Leff  has  dropped  the 
Art,  Bronx  and  Century  circuit  and  open- 
ed the  new  College,  Brooklyn,  with  M. 
Drieber,  assistant  manager  of  the  Patio,  as 
manager,  and  M.  May  now  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Patio,  Brooklyn. 

Bush  Assigned  to  Special 
20th-Fox  Exploitation 

New  York — Rodney  Bush  succeeds  Marc 
Lachmann  as  special  exploitation  repre- 
sentative for  20th  Century-Fox. 

Christy  Wilbert,  succeeds  Bush  who,  prior 
to  his  promotion,  handled  cooperative 
newspaper  advertising  under  Charles  E. 
McCarthy. 


Record’s  columnist,  will  present  the  Show- 
men’s Club  award  . . . Earle  Schweigert, 
Paramount,  was  a guest  at  Temple  U’s 
Founders  Day  celebration  . . . Vine  Street- 
ers are  wondering  when  the  new  appoint- 
ments to  the  State  Board  of  Censors  will 
be  announced.  They’re  a couple  of  weeks 
overdue  ...  I.  E.  Rudnick  replaces  Jules 
Daniel  as  representative  of  Alexander  Films 
in  this  area. 

Oscar  Neufeld,  who’s  arranging  bookings 
for  the  United  Campaign  trailers,  says 
they’ll  begin  showing  on  Washington’s 
birthday  ...  He  got  a grand  response  with 
the  highway  safety  trailers  put  out  for  the 
Governor’s  Safety  Council.  Over  600  book- 
ings have  been  an-anged  all  over  the  state. 
Neufeld  told  exhibitors  “death  or  injuiw 
on  the  highway  means  loss  of  patronage 
for  you”  . . . The  “No  Loading”  signs  in 
front  of  National  Screen  won’t  get  stolen 
any  more.  The  new  set  of  signs  have  been 
cemented  to  the  ground  . . . Lillian  Gimbel 
and  Johnny  Schaeffer,  both  formerly  of 
GB,  are  together  again  at  World-Wide, 
with  offices  at  Clark  Film  Distributors. 

Eighty  Variety  Clubbers  tur^ied  out  to 
greet  Bill  Clark  at  a dinner  when  he  form- 
ally took  over  the  presidency  . . . Al  Good- 
win, of  Quality  Premiums,  is  recuperating 
in  Atlantic  City  after  a serious  illness  . . . 
Syd  Mesibov  takes  over  Doug  George’s  job 
handling  out-of-town  exploitation  for 
Warners.  George  went  to  Oklahoma  City 
for  Standard  Theatres  . . . Fred  Boas  turn- 
ed the  opening  of  “Touchdown,  Army”  at 
his  Manor  into  a high  school  rally,  with 
cheer  leaders,  bands,  football  teams.  He 
awarded  cups  to  the  top  players  of  the  su- 
burban area,  got  an  SRO  in  return. 

Paul  Costello  is  running  himself  ragged 
keeping  up  with  Warners’  amateur  talent 
contest  . . . Lewen  Pizor,  UMPTO  presi- 
dent, is  back  from  Florida  . . . Milt  Young 
arranged  to  have  Philadelphia’s  famous 
“Little  Mob”  of  detectives  at  the  screen- 
ing of  “My  Son  Is  a Criminal”  . . . Local 
exhibitors  have  received  letters  from  the 
U.  S.  department  of  revenue  asking  for 
data  on  transactions  in  connection  with 
certain  fight  pictm'es. 


Theatre  Publicists  Not  So 
Enthusiastic  for  Union 

New  York — Sentiment  among  the  small 
group  of  major  home  office  publicity  em- 
ployes who  attended  a meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Theatrical  Managers,  Agents  and 
Treasurers,  AFL  affiliate,  to  organize  a 
film  division,  is  that  “we  are  sitting  back, 
waiting  for  something  to  crystallize.” 

The  general  feeling  against  the  forma- 
tion of  a union  to  control  publicity  per- 
sonnel wages,  hours  and  other  conditions 
is  that  the  TMAT  would  become  official 
spokesman  for  the  group.  This  is  held 
to  be  “unhealthy,”  in  that  the  organiza- 
tion is  not  familiar  with  conditions  exist- 
ing in  the  film  publicity  departments. 


Joins  Lavine  Office 

Los  Angeles — Delphine  Meyer,  daugh- 
ter of  Fred  S.  Meyer,  former  general  man- 
ager of  the  Universal  studios,  has  joined 
the  Morris  Lavine  law  office. 
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^HE  highlight  of  this  week’s  news  is  the 

MPTO  of  Virginia  convention,  which 
was  held  at  the  Shoreham,  Washington. 
Every  section  of  the  state  was  represented 
at  this  convention,  wliich  was  declared  by 
all  to  be  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  or- 
ganization, both  socially  as  well  as  busi- 
ness. The  Washington  Variety  Club  ex- 
tended an  open  house  to  all  members  on 
Sunday,  and  the  climax  to  the  convention 
was  the  ball  and  banquet  Monday  night. 
Among  the  most  prominent  persons  at  the 
banquet  were  Madeleine  Carroll,  Para- 
mount star.  Senator  Byrd,  Hon.  Dave 
Satterfield  of  Richmond  and  a number 
of  other  members  of  Congress.  All  ex- 
change managers  were  there,  as  well  as 
most  of  their  staffs.  Supply  houses  were 
well  represented  as  well  as  RCA  and  Altec. 
Newspaper  and  trade  papers  also  were 
represented. 

Virginia  exhibitors  at  the  MPTO  con- 
clave included  Harold  Wood,  Alex  Ravdin, 
A.  Frank  O’Brien,  Morton  G.  Thalhimer, 
Sam  Gordon,  Stewart  Tucker,  Robert 
Coulter,  Garrett  Leahey,  Allen  Brown, 
William  Ballenger,  Allen  Sparrow,  Sam 
Bendheim  jr.,  David  Kamsky,  Richmond; 
D.  Barney,  Herman  Rubin,  Petersburg ; 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Carper,  Martinsville;  Robert 
Levine,  V.  H.  Nusbaum,  Stanley  Barr, 
Pierre  Boulogrie,  Sydney  Gates,  Norfolk; 
Leonard  Gordon,  Newport  News;  William 
Rippard,  Farmville;  D.  H.  Covington,  Ash- 
land; W.  F.  Crockett,  Virginia  Beach;  S. 
G.  Adams,  Eddie  Cumberland,  Callao; 
Harry,  Sam  and  Charles  Roth,  Harrison- 
burg; J.  C.  Caldwell,  Appomattox;  Elli- 
son Loth,  Waynesboro;  Wade  Pearson, 
Elmo  Holloway,  Arlington;  Roy  Richard- 
son, Suffolk;  Elmore  Heins,  Roanoke; 
Benjamin  T.  Pitts,  Fredericksburg ; Jesse 
Skinner,  Keiibridge ; Ed  Harris,  Charlottes- 
ville; Hal  Lyons,  Franklm;  L.  G.  Cullen, 
Lawrenceville ; Frank  Parsons,  Cape  Char- 
les; John  Garst,  Martinsville;  J.  F.  Mc- 
Intire,  Colonial  Beach;  E.  T.  Warner,  Cape 
Charles;  William  Michalove,  Harrison- 
burg; Mrs.  John  B.  Chalkley  and  Mrs. 
Judith  Roberts,  of  the  Virguiia  Censor 
Board  were  also  there. 

Convention  sidelights:  Harold  Wood 
had  the  honor  of  the  first  dance  with 
Madeleine  Carroll,  so  he  held  in  his  hand 
during  the  dance  a sign  reading:  “Please 
Do  Not  Disturb”  . . . Loew’s  publicity 
department  had  two  girls  dressed  as 
Hawaiian  dancers  handing  out  cigarettes 
and  mints  all  during  the  festivities,  which 
was  a very  good  plug  for  “Honolulu”  . . . 
Two  new  members  were  added  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  MPTO  of  Vir- 
ginia. They  are  Leonard  Gordon  of  New- 
port News  and  Frank  B.  Stover  of  Alex- 
andria . . . Sam  Bendheim  jr.  of  Rich- 
mond was  appointed  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  select  the  next  meeting  place. 

Pete  Stainback,  chief  of  service  for 
Loew’s,  was  married  last  week  to  Myrtle 
Nickel  . . . The  new  Daw  Theatre  in  Tap- 
pahannock  has  opened  under  the  man- 
agement of  R.  B.  Wallace  . . . Floyd 
Stawls,  manager  of  the  Carillon,  flew  down 
to  Norfolk  the  other  day.  It  was  his  first 
solo  flight  . . . M.  C.  Morrisette,  operator 
of  the  Capitol,  lost  his  father  recently 
. . . Douglas  Corrigan,  the  wrong  way 


flyer,  was  in  town  . . . Robert  Egan 
booked  another  stage  show  into  the  Park 
Theatre  last  week  . . . Blue  Barron  and 
his  show  are  playing  at  Loew’s  this  week. 

C.  E.  Smith  of  Grundy  is  building  a new 
theatre  in  Haysi  . . . Sam  Gordon  has  had 
the  front  and  lobby  of  the  Venus  newly 
painted  . . . Dr.  Branscome  is  rebuilding 
his  theatre  in  Brookneal,  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  . . . Bowling  alleys  are 
now  open  on  Sunday  for  the  first  time 
. . . Sam  Northington  brought  a party 
of  friends  over  from  Petersburg  the  other 
night  to  a dance  at  Tantilla  Garden. 
Among  the  guests  were  two  of  Duke’s  foot- 
ball players,  Eric  Tipton  and  Bob  Spang- 
ler. Sam  is  manager  of  the  Bluebird  in 
Petersburg. 

Advertising  Associates 
And  AudiVision  Merge 

New  York — AudiVision,  Inc.,  and  Ad- 
vertising Film  Associates,  commercial  film 
firms,  have  merged,  with  AudiVision  ac- 
quiring all  the  outstanding  stock  of  Adver- 
tising Film  in  the  transaction.  With  the 
merging  of  the  two  operations,  S.  W. 
Singer,  vice-president  of  Advertising  Film, 
joins  the  AudiVision  executive  staff. 


Corporation  News 


NEW  YORK 

Pelliam  Picture  House,  Inc..  Pelham.  Purpose: 
Motion  picture  and  theatrical  business.  Capital: 
.$10,000,  $100  par  value.  Incorporators:  Joseph 

Carbone.  1101  Ocean  Parkway;  Theodore  Perlstein, 
1911!  S.ird  St.;  Jack  T.  Finck,  1155  47th  St.,  all 
of  Brooklyn.  Attorney:  George  W.  Scapolito,  26 
E.  1st  St..  Mount  Vernon.  (Carbone  owns  98  of 
the  100  shares). 

Five  and  Ten  Movies,  Inc.,  New  York.  Purpose: 
Motion  picture  business.  Capital:  100  shares,  no 

par  value.  Incorporators:  Hickman  Price.  52 

Vanderbilt  Ave. ; Donald  M.  Cunn  ngham,  420  Lex- 
ington Ave.,  New  York;  Ruth  M.  Stohlb^rg,  326 
Walnut  Ave.,  Cranford.  N.  J.  Attorneys:  Folger, 
Por-kwood,  Wormser  & Kemp.  420  Lexington  Ave. 

Gran.sky  Ticket  Service.  Inc.,  New  York.  Pur- 
pose: Theatre  and  other  tickets.  Capital:  200 
.shares,  no  par  value.  Incorporators:  Arthur  J. 

Goldsmith.  Jonas  Bayer.  Elizabeth  Samet,  270 
Madison  Ave.  Attorney:  Paul  Grainsky.  270  Madi- 
son Ave. 

Coronet  Attractions,  Inc.,  New  York.  Purpose: 
Motion  picture  business.  Capital:  100  shares,  no 

par  value.  Incorportors : George  D.  Burchell, 
Norman  C.  Nicholson.  Doris  T.  Stanley.  9 Rocke- 
feller Plaza.  Attorneys:  Clark  and  Nicholson.  9 
Rockefeller  Plaza. 

Premier  Films.  Inc.,  New’-  York.  Puriiose:  Motion 
picture  business.  Capital:  100  shares,  no  par 
value.  Incorporators:  Max  Taylor  and  Theodore 
A.  Delman,  522  Fifth  Ave;  Catherine  Guiffre, 
201S  Milliner  Ave..  Bronx.  Attorneys:  Neidle  and 
Taylor,  522  Fifth  Ave. 

American  Meniscus  Corp.,  New  York.  Purpose: 
Inventions  relating  to  an  apparatus  for  producing 
Luminous  cinematographic  displays.  Capital:  200 
shares,  no  par  value.  Incorporators:  John  L.  Mc- 
Bride. Joseph  H.  Rohs.  G.  W.  Seiler.  223  E.  129th 
St.  Attorney:  Julius  Blumberg,  Inc..  71  Broadway. 

Articles  of  dissolution  of  Film  Service  Labora- 
tories:. Inc.,  New  York,  have  be^n  filed  with  the 
Secietary  of  State’s  office  by  Attorneys  Wheeler 
& Rosenberg.  220  Broadway. 

Articles  of  dissolution  of  American  Tobis  Corp., 
New  York,  hav*^  b«en  filed  by  Attorney  Milton 
Diamond.  113  W.  57th  St. 

Retlaw  Theatre  Corn..  New  York,  has  changed 
its  name  to  Retlaw  Films.  Inc.  Attorney  J.  B. 
Finkelstehi.  285  Msdison  Ave..  filed  papers  with 
the  Secretary  of  State’s  office. 

DELAWARE 

United  China  Motion  Picture  Com.,  v'as  in- 
corporated here  to  deal  in  motion  pictures  with 
a capital  of  $200,000.  The  incorporators  were 
K.  D.  Rau.  J.  Slaughter,  and  H.  Kennedy  of 
Wilmington. 

Paramount  Pictures  Distributing  Corp.,  which 
filed  certificate  of  incorpor<»  tion  la=‘t  m.ontb  to 
deal  in  motion  pictures  vvdth  capital  of  $10,000, 
has  changed  its  name  to  Paramount  Film  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  New  York,  the  secretary  of  state, 
Josiah  Marvel  jr.,  announced. 


A IIL  B A W Y 

pABIAN’S  GRAND,  first  run,  has  a new 

evening  price  of  25  cents  in  the  balcony, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  included.  Children, 
10  cents  . . . Bob  Fox,  new  assistant  man- 
ager and  treasurer  of  Proctor’s  in  Troy, 
holds  a B.  S.  degree  from  Georgetown 
University.  Fox  served  in  theatres  of 
Schenectady,  his  home  town,  for  11  years. 
Managing  the  Rivoli  for  three,  assistant 
managed  the  Plaza  and  boxofficed  Proc- 
tor’s. 

The  Empire  in  Watervliet  opened  for  an 
All-Russian  bill  on  Sunday  under  the  aus- 
pices of  I.  W.  O.  Lodge,  3203.  Used  small 
display  ads  in  Troy  papers  to  herald  “If 
War  Comes’’  as  headline  attraction,  “Cos- 
sack Trick  Riders,’’  “Biro  Bidjan,”  “Women 
in  the  U.  S.  S.  R.,’’  “Soviet  Armenia”  and 
“Crimea”  as  others  filmed  in  the  Soviet 
and  translated  in  English.  Two  afternoon 
and  one  evening  show.  Admission  was  35 
ce?its  for  adults  and  15  cents  for  children. 
Russian-made  pictures  rarely  are  shown 
in  Troy-Albany  area  theatres. 

George  Thornton,  operator  of  the  Or- 
pheum  in  Saugertils  and  the  Orpheum  in 
Tannersville,  was  a Filmrow  visitor. 
Thornton  is  a member  of  the  new  griev- 
ance board  of  Allied  in  this  district.  Tom 
Alfieri  of  the  Community  in  Millbrook, 
Dutchess  County,  also  visited  the  boys  on 
Filmrow.  Ditto  Harry  Savett,  who  has  the 
James  in  Utica,  the  Port  in  Port  Leyden, 
and  the  Capital  in  Antwerp. 

Mrs.  Antoinette  (Toni)  McNamara,  new 
regional  secretary  of  Allied,  has  operated 
the  Valatie  in  Valatie  and  the  Bay  in  Alex- 
andria Bay  smce  the  death  of  her  husband 
last  year.  She  is  well  knoum  and  liked  . . . 
Oscar  J.  Perrin  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Grand  to  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall  as 
manager.  He  succeeds  Irving  Liner,  who 
took  Harry  Black’s  place  at  Proctor’s  in 
Troy  . . . The  Madison  Theatre  coupled 
Paderewski’s  “Moonlight  Sonata”  with  Dick 
Powell’s  “Going  Places.” 

New  Booking  Systems  for 
Universal  in  Progress 

New  York — Universal,  under  the  guid- 
ance of  Tom  Murray,  is  installing  new 
booking  systems  in  its  exchanges.  First 
branch  to  get  the  new  ideas  is  Big  U here. 
Old-fashioned  ideas  are  being  discarded 
for  modernized  views  and  methods.  The 
second  exchange  to  undergo  the  change 
will  be  decided  upon  William  A.  Scully’s 
return  from  Honolulu. 

Scully  is  due  back  the  end  of  the  month. 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  president,  was  sched- 
uled to  return  from  the  coast  last  week 
and  is  understood  delaying  his  departure 
from  the  studio  until  Scully  arrives  there 
for  final  conferences  on  next  season’s 
schedule. 

Meanwhile,  practically  all  major  and 
independent  circuit  operators  in  the  east 
have  voluntarily  pledged  support  to  the 
sales  drive  for  Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
eastern  division  head,  which  opens  Feb- 
ruary 26  and  closes  April  22. 


Englund  to  Script 

Hollywood — Ken  Englund  will  script 
“The  Magnificent  Fraud”  for  Producer 
Harlan  Thompson  at  Paramount. 
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Must  Code-Seal  Ad  Films 

New  York — Films  of  200  feet  or  more  in  length  which  advertise  a commercial 
product  are  being  submitted  to  the  Advertising  Advisory  Council  of  the  MPPDA  as 
a condition  for  their  acceptability  at  affiliated  theatres. 

The  AAC  is  a companion  group  to  the  MPPDA's  Production  Code  Administra- 
tion in  that  it  passes  upon  the  standards  of  advertising  contained  in  the  films 
submitted. 

If  the  AAC  approves  an  advertising  film,  a seal  is  granted.  This  seal  and  the 
words,  "This  is  an  advertisement,"  must  appear  on  the  title  frame  of  the  film. 

The  procedure  is  being  followed  in  order  to  prevent  deception  on  the  part  of 
theatregoers  at  Hays-member  theatres. 

With  the  designation  now  made  clear,  it  appears  affiliated  operators  have 
finally  hit  upon  the  wedge  they  may  have  been  looking  for  to  keep  their  screens 
free  of  the  commercial  "taint." 

Since  the  predominant  advertising  films  take  the  form  of  "minute  movies"  and 
the  AAC  makes  the  minimum  "200  feet  or  more"  stipulation,  there  is  every  indication 
advertising  agencies  will  recognize  their  products  will  be  limited  to  independent 
houses. 

Observers  say  the  public  would  not  be  inclined  to  “go  for"  films,  of  whatever 
entertainment  value,  if  the  title  frame  reads,  "This  is  an  advertisement." 


I WAS  A CONVICT  (Rep) — Misses  mark  as 
action  programmer  through  hackneyed  plot 
and  muddled  motivation  which  finds  Bar- 
ton MacLane,  Beverly  Roberts  and  other 
reliable  performers  completely  at  loss. 
Packs  no  wallop  and  can  hope  for  little  in 
the  way  of  building  patronage.  Herman 
Schlom  produced;  Aubrey  Scotto  directed. 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M)— Leo's  initial 
contribution  to  the  industry's  Amerianiza- 
tion  campaign,  a lusty,  action-crammed 
saga  of  winning  the  west.  Star-spangled 
cast  headed  by  a new  Nelson  Eddy  as  a 
two-fisted  pioneer  who  sings  and  fights 
with  equal  gusto.  Which  factors  plus 
patriotic  theme  should  make  it  a sure 
winner.  Harry  Rapf  produced;  Jack  Con- 
way directed. 

LITTLE  PRINCESS  (20th-Fox)— Sockeroo  for 
Shirley  Temple  and  will  win  her  new  army 
of  fans,  young  and  old.  Acting,  story,  di- 
rection and  Technicolor  tops  and  Shirley 
really  goes  to  town.  Walter  Lang  directed. 

PANAMA  PATROL  (GN)— Second  in  the 
Cipher  Bureau  series  and  differing  from 
the  initialer,  only  insofar  as  this  has  an 
oriental  flavor  to  its  villainy.  Considering 
budget  and  market,  at  which  it  is  aimed, 
feature  will  serve  as  dual  filler,  albeit  its 
story  and  directorial  weaknesses.  Charles 
Lament  directed  for  Fine  Arts. 

STAR  REPORTER  (Mono) — Entertaining  melo- 
drama with  newspaperman  barging  in  on 
a political  hookup  with  crime.  Plenty  of 
complications  with  Warren  Hull  turning  in 
favorable  performance  with  rest  of  cast. 
E.  B.  Derr  produced;  Howard  Bretherton 
directed. 

WINNER  TAKE  ALL  (20th-Fox)  — Packs 
featherweight  punch  as  innocuous  story  of 
prize  ring,  with  Tony  Martin  getting  an 
unconvincing  buildup  as  a two-fisted 
fighter,  minus  his  usual  chores.  Strictly 
routine  throughout  and  geared  for  the 
lower  brackets.  Jerry  Hoffman  produced; 
Otto  Brower  directed. 

YOU  CAN'T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN 
(Univ) — Cheats  not  one  whit  on  the  super- 
abundance of  laughs  indicated  by  topnotch 
comedy  cast  headed  by  W.  C.  Fields  and 
Charlie  McCarthy.  A three-ring  circus  of 
gags  and  guffaws,  the  picture  is  a cinch 
for  acclaim  among  the  season's  lighter 
film  fare  leaders.  Lester  Cowan  produced; 
George  Marshall  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Services  for  I.  Seed 
New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
this  week  for  I.  Seed.  Surviving  are  four 
sons,  Harry,  Warner  Pittsburgh  branch 
manager;  George,  manager  of  Schine’s 
Colonial,  Utica;  Dave  of  Seed  & Austin 
and  Phil  of  Seed  & London,  vaudeville 
team. 


(Continued  from  page  52-C) 

when  she  announced  her  engagement  to  a 
hometown  (Mt.  Vernon)  boy. 


A.  J.  Herman,  Universal  district  man- 
ager in  Hew  York,  is  in  Philadelphia  as 
part  of  a current  foray  into  the  field  on 
behalf  of  the  Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy  Play- 
date-Charges  Drive  . . . Bob  Donohue, 
Pathe  News  cameraman,  is  back  from 
Hanover  where  he  filmed  the  Dartmouth 
winter  carnival  . . . Tex  Ritter  is  extend- 
ing his  barnstorming  tour  of  personal  ap- 
pearances throughout  Georgia  and  Florida 
. . . Fred  Waller  has  been  taxing  the  light- 
ing facilities  of  the  Eastern  Service  Studios 
for  a spectacle  on  behalf  of  the  World’s 
Fair.  He’s  working  on  a set  over  150  feet 
long  in  which  marching  figures  approach 
the  camera  and  disappear  into  the  fore- 
ground . . . Andre  de  La  Varre’s  Screen 
Traveler  shorts  are  being  distributed 
through  Screen  Traveler,  Inc.,  he  states. 

Louis  Weber,  Skouras  attorney,  has  re- 
covered sufficiently  from  his  last  opera- 
tion and  spends  a few  hours  a day  on  the 
job,  the  weather  being  favorable,  of 
course  . . . G.  B.  J.  Frawley  of  Paramount 
returns  Monday  from  Miami,  following 
which  the  prizes  in  the  Four  Star  Drive 
will  be  set.  It  gets  under  way  next  week 
and  will  continue  for  three  months  with 
Division  Managers  J.  J.  Unger,  Oscar 
Morgan  and  Charles  Reagan  captains  for 
their  respective  territories  . . . Mickey 
Rooney  didn’t  like  the  uncertain  weather 
here  and  so  hied  himself  to  Miami,  where 
it’s  June  in  February,  for  a first  hand 
view  of  the  tropical  beach  and  what  it  has 
to  offer  that’s  different  from  Hollywood. 

Now  that  Bob  Gillham  is  on  the  coast, 
Alec  Moss  has  a secretary  to  the  right  of 
him  and  a secretary  to  the  left  of  him  and 
no  matter  which  way  the  wind  blows  Alec 
is  knee  deep  in  work  . . . Jack  Cohn  was 
due  from  the  coast  over  the  weekend  . . . 
Nate  Spingold  may  be  found  lolling  on 
Miami  beaches  for  the  next  four  weeks 
. . . Dave  Levy,  N.  J.  branch  manager  for 
M-G-M,  and  Max  Cohen,  Universal  branch 
manager  here,  are  weekend  arrivals  at  the 
Paramount  for  personal  appearances  . . . 


Clemmons  Quits  Top 
Jefferson  Post 

Beaumont,  Tex. — Joe  C.  Clemmons,  who 
watched  the  industry  grow  from  its  nick- 
elcdeon  days,  has  retired  from  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Jefferson  Amusement  Co., 
a position  he  has  held  since  the  com- 
pany was  organized  in  1918.  He  retains 
a place,  however,  on  the  board. 

Sol  E.  Gordon,  chairman  of  the  board, 
and  partner  of  Clemmons  since  the  com- 
pany’s inception,  becomes  the  new  presi- 
dent. 

In  giving  the  reason  for  the  move,  Clem- 
mons states  he  is  not  retiring  from  an 
active  business  career  but  after  30  years 
of  show  business,  “I  would  like  to  slow 
down  and  have  a look  around  while  I’m 
still  able  to  enjoy  it.” 

Clemmons  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  in  Beaumont.  He  was  elected  re- 
cently president  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce and  for  years  has  been  a leader  in 
civic  enterprises. 

When  Clemmons  formed  his  partnership 
with  Gordon  21  years  ago,  Jefferson 
Amusement  was  only  a local  company. 
Today  the  company  is  interested  in  71 
theatres  scattered  throughout  eastern 
Texas  with  approximately  650  people  on 
the  payroll. 


C.  J.  Zern  is  the  new  Kansas  City  man- 
ager for  Altec  . . . Carl  Krueger  has 
turned  his  talents  to  writing  and  has  sub- 
mitted an  original  to  Paramount,  where 
he  draws  his  weekly  stipend  . . . Emil  K. 
Ellis,  loho  likes  to  read  “Broadway”  in 
Boxoffice  while  slithering  a juicy  chunk 
of  steak  at  the  G-R  Clam  House,  says  he 
listed  700  findings  in  his  lOQ-page  brief  in 
the  Loew  suit.  He  compares  his  figures 
with  250  findings  submitted  by  former 
Judge  Joseph  M.  Proskauer,  for  Loew’s  . . . 
Sam  Oppenheim,  RKO  chief  projectionist 
for  more  than  20  years,  is  as  brown  as  a 
berry  and  not  because  he  works  close  to 
arc  lamps.  Blame  it  all  on  a fortnight  in 
Miami  where,  Sam  reports,  there  is  sun  as 
well  as  sand,  and  plenty  of  both. 
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A Free  Screen  Plea 
Made  by  Wanger 

New  York — Pleading  the  cause  of  free 
opinions  and  the  enjoyment  of  life  and 
liberty,  which  are  “all  too  rare  elsewhere 
in  the  world,”  Walter  Wanger,  in  evaluat- 
ing the  benefits  of  motion  pictures  and 
radio,  declare:  “Let  us  use  them  freely  and 
honestly  in  the  service  of  a democratic 
people  respecting  truth  at  all  cost — and 
not  destroy  their  usefulness  by  censoring 
them  out  of  existence.” 

Wanger  was  one  of  four  speakers  fea- 
tured on  the  “America’s  Town  Meeting  of 
the  Air”  broadcast  over  the  coast-to-coast 
NBC  Blue  network  Thursday  evening.  He 
gave  the  viewpoint  of  the  creative  arts  in 
the  discussion,  the  subject  of  which  was 
“Has  20th  Century  Civilization  Improved 
Mankind?”  Other  speakers  were  Harlow 
Shapley,  scientist  and  astronomer  and  di- 
rector of  Harvard  Observatory;  William 
Lyon  Phelps,  Lampson  Professor  of  Eng- 
lish Literature,  Yale  University,  and  Rein- 
hold Niebuhr,  Professor  of  Applied  Chris- 
tianity, Union  Theological  Seminary. 

Wanger  paid  particular  tribute  to  radio 
as  one  of  civilization’s  instruments,  which, 
if  “allowed  to  work  freely  . . . can  spread 
the  truth  from  which  free  men  may  form 
opinions  and  enjoy  the  life  and  liberty 
which  alone  can  keep  them  free.”  Were 
it  not  for  radio  last  September,  during 
the  European  crisic,  the  world  would  never 
have  known  was  what  going  on,  “not  only 
officially  but  unofficially  from  observers 
above  suspicion,”  Wanger  declared. 

“Has  Its  Rewards” 

“Have  we  realized  what  this  meant  to 
the  world — that  as  we  went  with  the  four 
poker  players  to  Munich,  we  were  able  to 
see  exposed  at  its  birth  the  whole  Munich 
pact,”  he  went  on. 

Such  a contribution  has  its  rewards, 
Wanger  held,  “When  an  audience  which 
includes  practically  the  entire  citizenship 
of  a land  is  able  to  share  events  at  first 
hand  and  make  up  its  own  mind,  then  the 
inventions  which  make  that  possible  have 
changed  the  old  order  in  a basic  way;  the 
public  has  new  power,  and  government 
finds  a more  solid  base  among  the  people, 
and  democracy  becomes  more  secure,” 

The  benefits  of  motion  pictures,  Wanger 
held,  have  had  the  effect  of  putting  the 
present  generation  in  close  touch  with 
great  events  and  distant  peoples, 

“The  public  today  is  aware  of  forces  and 
circumstances  affecting  them  which  in 
earlier  times  they  could  not  visualize  nor 
understand  . . . The  popular  feature  film 
has  spread  as  a stimulant  to  imagination 
to  every  corner  of  the  earth,  and  I hope 
before  the  end  of  this  century  it  becomes 
more  than  a mere  stimulant, 

“In  these  two  mediums,  radio  and  mo- 
tion pictures,  20th  century  civilization  has 
improved  mankind  by  giving  eyes  and 
ears  to  the  public  on  a scale  big  enough  to 
cope  with  big  new  issues.  Let  us  use  them 
freely  and  honestly  in  the  service  of  a 
democratic  people  respecting  truth  at  all 
cost,  and  not  destroy  their  usefulness  by 
censoring  them  out  of  existence.” 


Hizzoner  First — 

Mayor  Walter  Bacon  of  Wilmington 
buying  the  first  ticket  at  the  inaugural 
eeremonies  of  the  new  Warner  The- 
atre in  Wilmington.  Joseph  H.  Bern- 
hard,  Warner  circuit  general  manager, 
looks  on  in  approval. 

Projection  Displag 
Amazes  Fans 

New  York — Hundreds  of  typical  thea- 
gcers  “wouldn’t  have  believed  it  if  we 
didn’t  see  it  with  our  own  eyes.”  So  re- 
ports the  manager  of  the  Trans-Lux  on 
Broadway,  who  is  more  than  mildly  amused 
at  the  reaction  of  patrons  to  a lounge 
display  contrasting  projection  equipment 
dating  back  to  1904  with  the  latest  Sim- 
plex model. 

Without  reflecting  upon  the  intelligence 
of  the  average  patron,  it  seems  few  per- 
sons have  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
anything  has  happened  to  projection  ma- 
chinery since  the  day  the  Power’s  Cam- 
eragraph.  No.  6,  vintage  1904,  caused 
images  to  move  across  a screen. 

Tlie  shiny,  streamlined,  gadget-littered 
Simplex  is  an  awe-inspiring  object  next  to 
the  Cameragraph.  Aside  from  the  explana- 
tory card  notation  that  sound  as  well  as 
film  takes  on  life  within  the  housing  of 
the  machine,  the  fact  that  each  frame 
of  film  actually  stops  in  front  of  the  light 
aperture  for  1/30  of  a second,  and  does 
not  unwind  in  a rotary  motion,  is  the  point 
that  manifests  most  interest. 

Numerous  other  facts  are  prepared. 

B,  F,  Moore  Transfer  to 
Pittsburgh  Due  Soon 

Pittsburgh — Byron  F.  <Dinty)  Moore, 
zone  manager  for  Warner  in  Oklahoma 
City,  is  due  here  shortly  to  take  up  a new 
district  assignment  under  Harry  Kalmine, 
zone  head.  Prior  to  his  switch  to  Okla- 
homa City,  Moore  was  metropolitan  dis- 
trict manager  for  the  Warner  circuit  in 
New  York. 


Warner's  "Daughter" 
Briefs  Submitted 

New  York — Warner  has  submitted  briefs 
to  the  New  York  State  Board  of  Regents 
citing  its  position  in  refutation  of  the  rea- 
son given  by  the  New  York  State  Censor 
Board,  which  has  refused  an  exhibition 
license  for  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter” 
because  certain  sequences  “appear  to  en- 
courage freedom  from  recognized  conven- 
tion” relative  to  trial  marriage. 

In  order  to  more  fully  state  its  case, 
Warner  asked  for  and  was  given  a week’s 
postponement  of  a special  showing  before 
the  Regent’s  body,  which  has  the  power 
to  overrule  the  censor  board.  The  show- 
ing will  be  held  in  the  State  Office  Bldg., 
February  22. 

The  picture  was  scheduled  to  open  at 
the  company’s  Strand  Friday,  but  was  re- 
placed with  “Off  the  Record.” 

The  Regent’s  reviewing  committee  is  ex- 
pected to  make  known  its  decision  next 
week  on  “The  Puritan,”  which  the  censor 
board  banned  as  “indecent,  immoral,  in- 
human, sacrilegious  and  tending  to  cor- 
rupt morals.” 

The  action  was  bitterly  assailed  by  Ar- 
thur Garfield  Hays,  attorney  for  Lenauer 
International,  distributors  of  the  film. 
Hays,  while  admitting  the  picture  spot- 
lighted the  dangers  of  fanaticism — crux  of 
the  censors’  ban — argued:  “Too  many  peo- 
ple try  to  convert  others  to  their  way  of 
living.  Isn’t  that  what  the  censors  try 
to  do,  make  others  like  themselves?” 

Hays  pleaded  that,  if  the  Regent’s  com- 
mittee found  no  immoral  objections,  it 
should  not  uphold  the  ban  merely  because 
of  personal  displeasure  with  the  theme. 

Loew's  Announces  Staff 
Changes  in  N.  Y,  Area 

New  York — Loew’s  has  made  the  fol- 
lowing promotions  and  transfers  among 
assistant  managers  in  the  metropolitan 
area : 

Sam  Rennis  from  the  Avenue  B to  Post 
Road;  Charles  Mayer,  from  the  Brevoort 
to  the  Avenue  B;  Edward  O’Connor,  chief 
usher  at  the  Pitkin,  becomes  assistant  at 
the  Brevoort;  Lawrence  Stark,  Broadway 
to  the  Spooner;  Reginald  Forsyth  from 
the  Post  Road  to  the  Apollo;  Sydney 
Kain,  new  assistant  at  the  Broadway. 
Ralph  D.  Schwartz  of  the  Spooner  is  on 
a leave  of  absence. 


Allowance  Application 
By  Ellis  on  Tuesday 

New  York — Emil  K.  Ellis  has  delayed 
filing  an  application  for  allowances  in  the 
Loew  minority  stockholders’  suit  until 
Tuesday.  By  that  time  he  will  file  an 
application  before  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  detailing  his  services,  the 
nature  of  the  action,  preparation  and  re- 
search and  ask  the  court  to  decide  the 
amount  to  be  allotted  him  for  his  services. 
The  indication  is  that  Loew’s  will  not  file 
an  appeal  from  Valente’s  decision. 
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HOLLYWOOD  CONCEPTION  OF  PRODUCTION  ACME 
OEY  PARTIALLY  PARALLELS  THAT  OF  PDRUC 


Three  Cross-Section  Polls 
Provide  cm  Interesting 
Study  in  Contrasts 

By  IVAN  SPEAR 

A survey  of  the  boxoffice  popularity  of 
the  stars,  and  financial  success  of  the  pic- 
tures nominated  for  honors  in  the  Acad- 
emy’s forthcoming  annual  Awards  func- 
tion, reveals  that  Hollywood’s  conception 
of  production  and  Thespic  excellence  only 
partially  parallels  that  of  the  theatre- 
going public — either  as  to  the  esteem  in 
which  the  nominees  for  acting  honors  are 
held  by  the  cash  customers,  or  as  to  the 
financial  support  given  the  ten  films  listed 
as  candidates  for  1938’s  outstanding  pro- 
duction. 

Three  polls  conducted  by,  or  under  the 
auspices  of,  Boxoffice  and  accepted  as 
accurate  yardsticks  of  public  and  ex- 
hibitor opinion,  provide  interesting  com- 
parisons with  the  film  capital’s  ideas  as 
to  the  relative  merits  of  stars  and  films. 

All  Fields  Covered 

One,  the  Blue  Ribbon  Award,  is  pre- 
sented to  the  makers  of  the  picture  deemed 
outstandingly  meritorious  and  suitable  for 
general  family  entertainment  released 
during  each  month  of  the  year.  The  vote 
is  conducted  by  the  National  Screen 
CoimcU,  members  of  which  include  lead- 
ing motion  picture  editors  on  newspapers 
throughout  the  country;  the  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of  the  Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae, 
state  motion  picture  chairmen  of  the 
General  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs,  Bet- 
ter Films  Councils  and  other  civic  organi- 
zations. The  diversified  activities  and  in- 
terests of  these  NSC  members  provides 
the  most  comprehensive  method  yet  de- 
vised of  rating  screen  fare. 

Another,  a feature  of  the  annual  Box- 
office  Barometer  1939,  edition  of  which 
has  just  been  published,  is  the  “All- 
American  Favorites”  poll  of  acting  talent. 
The  public  pulse  is  taken  through  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council  and,  in  addition,  by 
contact  with  some  700  independent  ex- 
hibitors and  a number  of  other  motion 


Short  Week 
Plan  Waits 

Possibility  that  Hollywood  may  adopt  a 
five-day,  all-industry  work  week  as  an 
outgrowth  of  further  application  of  the 
federal  wage-hour  law  remains  in  the  off- 
ing until  after  the  yearly  producer-labor 
parleys  to  draft  revised  working  agree- 
ments have  concluded,  according  to  pro- 
ducer representatives  and  studio  man- 
agers who  have  been  scrutinizing  the 
feasibility  of  the  shortened  week. 

The  basic  agreement  parleys.  Hays  of- 
fice spokesmen  said,  will  probably  get 
imderway  some  time  in  March,  as  most  of 
the  existing  producer-labor  agreements  ex- 
pire between  April  1 and  May  1.  Struc- 
ture of  the  new  deals  worked  out  between 
various  crafts  and  the  producers,  it  was 
said,  will  materially  affect  the  chances 
that  a five-day  week  may  be  initiated, 
while  the  revised  labor  contracts  -will,  for 
the  most  part,  embrace  the  terms  of  the 
government’s  wage-hour  legislation. 


picture  editors  of  the  nation’s  newspapers 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  NSC. 

A third  is  the  picture  rating  published 
annually  in  Boxoffice  Records,  which 
prints  the  actual  and  accurate  revenue 
records  of  every  motion  picture  on  which 
sufficient  information  can  be  obtained  at 
the  time  the  edition  goes  to  press.  These 
statistics  come  right  from  the  source — 
the  actual  amount  of  business  done  by 
each  in  every  first  and  subsequent  run — 
and  thus  provide  an  unimpeachable  and 
unbiased  measuring  stick  as  to  the  box- 
office  worth  and  profit  potentialities  of 
every  film  screened. 

How  They  Rated 

A glance  at  the  ten  nominees  for  “best 
production”  honors  in  the  Academy  vote, 
as  compared  with  their  fate  at  the  box- 
office  and  their  popularity  with  the  public, 
reveals  the  following: 

“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band” — ^Won  the 
Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  for  August;  re- 


Five  Named  by  Academy 
However,  Won  Boxoffice 
Blue  Ribbon  Awards 

ceived  no  rating  in  Records  because  it  had 
not  been  in  release  a sufficient  length  of 
time  to  warrant  accurate  computation, 
but  rates  190  per  cent  as  a current  season 
release,  first  run. 

“Boys  Town" — Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
for  September;  has  hit  a 150  per  cent  pace 
in  first-run  bookings  as  tabulated  in  the 
1939  Barometer.  No  figures  available  at 
the  time  Records  was  published. 

“The  Citadel” — Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
for  November;  grossing  120  per  cent  in 
first  runs  as  reported  in  the  1939  Barom- 
eter; no  figures  available  for  Records. 

“Four  Daughters” — Did  not  receive  a 
Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon;  had  no  Records 
rating;  currently  rated  115  per  cent  as  a 
first-run  attraction  by  the  1939  Barometer. 

“Grand  Illusion” — French-made  film, 
not  a Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  winner  and 
not  considered  for  tabulation  as  to  profit 
rating  because  of  its  foreign  origin. 

“Jezehel” — Not  a Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon 
winner,  but  rates  110  per  cent  as  a busi- 
ness-getter by  Records.  It  is  one  of  91 
pictures  hitting  a better  than  average 
(above  100  per  cent)  pace  at  the  boxoffice. 

“Pygmalion” — ^Did  not  receive  a Box- 
office  Blue  Ribbon  and  has  not  been  given 
sufficient  bookings  to  warrant  ratings  in 
either  the  Records  or  1939  Barometer  poll 
of  grosses. 

“The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood” — A 
Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  winner  for  May; 
second  most  profitable  picture  of  1938,  ac- 
cording to  the  Records  rating,  with  a 152 
per  cent  designation. 

“Test  Pilot” — Not  a Boxoffice  Blue 
Ribbon  winner;  fifth  most  profitable  film 
of  1938,  according  to  Records,  rating  145 
per  cent. 

“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” — A Box- 
office  Blue  Ribbon  winner  for  October; 
released  too  late  for  computation  in 
Records,  but  already  at  the  155  per  cent 
(Continued  on  page  55) 
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20th-Fox,  Hearst 
In  2-Year  Deal 

A production-distribution  deal  between 
20th  Century-Fox  and  W.  R.  Hearst’s  Cos- 
mopolitan Productions,  covering  a two- 
year  period,  has  been  signed  and  goes  into 
effect  immediately,  according  to  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
20th  Century-Fox. 

Under  terms  of  the  agreement,  Schenck’s 
company  will  produce  and  release  from 
four  to  six  pictures  annually  bearing  the 
Cosmopolitan  label.  In  return,  the  studio 
has  acquired  film  rights  to  hundreds  of 
story  properties  appearing  in  Cosmopoli- 
tan magazine,  together  with  the  public- 
ity benefits  accruing  from  the  tieup. 

First  thi’ee  pictures  to  be  released  un- 
der the  deal  are  “The  Hound  of  the  Bas- 
kervilles”  and  “Alexander  Graham  Bell,” 
just  completed,  and  “The  Lawyer  of  the 
West.”  All  ai’e  top-budgeters.  Deal  was 
negotiated  by  Schenck,  President  Sidney 
R.  Kent,  Darryl  Zanuck  and  William 
Goetz,  of  20th  Century-Fox,  and  Edgar 
Hatrick,  vice-president  and  general  mana- 
ger of  Cosmopolitan.  Hatrick  came  out 
from  New  York  for  the  conferences. 

Further  pictures  to  be  designated  as 
Cosmopolitan  productions  have  not  been 
selected  as  yet. 

Cosmopolitan’s  last  affiliation  was  with 
Warner.  Previous  to  that  the  company’s 
pictures  had  been  made  in  association  with 
M-G-M. 


Columbia  Renews  Years 
Pact  With  Sam  Marx 

Sam  Marx,  whose  contract  as  story  edi- 
tor and  executive  production  aide  at  Co- 
lumbia expires  March  15,  has  been  hand- 
ed a new  deal  keeping  him  at  the  studio 
for  another  year.  It  was  recently  an- 
nounced that  Marx  intended  leaving  the 
lot  upon  expiration  of  his  pact. 

Victor  Young  has  rejoined  Paramount 
as  a musical  scorer  and  orchestra  con- 
ductor, under  a new  term  contract.  At 
the  same  studio,  Producer-Director  Fi'ank 
Lloyd  has  indicated  he  will  leave  when 
his  next  picture,  “Ruler  of  the  Seas,”  is 
completed.  Film  is  the  final  one  on  his 
two-year  contract.  To  clarify  the  execu- 
tive situation  at  the  plant  and  to  quash 
rumors  concerning  the  possible  future  of 
William  LeBaron,  production  chief,  follow- 
ing Y.  Frank  Freeman’s  installation  as  stu- 
dio-homeoffice  liaison,  studio  executives 
have  inaugurated  a series  of  informal  get- 
together  meetings.  Eighty  executives  and 
studio  heads  attended  the  initial  session, 
at  which  LeBaron  declared  there  was  “ab- 
solutely no  conflict”  between  his  and  Free- 
man’s relationships.  Freeman  pointed  out 
he  came  to  the  studio  solely  to  take  the 
financial  burden  off  LeBaron’s  shoulders. 

Fred  Meyer  has  joined  the  staff  of  Wil- 
liam Koenig,  studio  manager  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, acting  as  labor  contact.  Meyer 
was  formerly  at  Universal.  Alfred  A.  Cohn 
has  resigned  his  writing  post  at  the  West- 
wood  plant  after  a year  in  the  department. 

Alan  Jacobson  has  joined  Warner’s  for- 
eign publicity  staff,  replacing  Bert  Oster, 
who  has  gone  to  England  to  work  with 
Gaumont  British. 

E.  Lloyd  Sheldon  has  left  Metro  after 
three  months  as  an  associate  producer. 


Double  Purpose  Delicacy — 

Paramount’s  sweetheart.  Comedian  Jack  Benny,  celebrates  both  his  birth- 
day and  Valentine’s  Day  by  plunging  a knife  into  a huge  cake  presented 
him  by  the  east,  staff  and  creiv  of  “Man  About  Toion,”  his  current  picture. 
Left  to  right:  Monty  Woolley.  Isabel  Jeans,  Edward  Arnold,  Binnie  Barnes, 
Benny,  Eddie  ^Rochester)  Anderson,  Director  Mark  Sandrich,  Dorothy 
Lamour  and  Producer  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  Cake  bore  the  portraits  of  the 
three  feminine  stars. 


Claim  Advances  in 
Color  Processes 

Continued  advancement  of  color  pro- 
cessing and  photography  in  film  produc- 
tion has  foimd  both  Technicolor  and  Cine- 
color  announcing  new  high-speed  nega- 
tives and  advancing  claims  as  to  their 
superiority  over  the  companies’  respective 
previous  negatives. 

Technicolor’s  film,  now  being  given  its 
christening  in  Selznick  International’s 
“Gone  With  the  Wind,”  is  declared  by  its 
creators  to  be  as  fast  in  action  as  ordi- 
nary black-and-white  photography,  avail- 
able at  no  increase  in  cost.  It  will  ulti- 
mately replace  the  standard  Technicolor 
negative  entirely. 

Cinecolor’s  new  negative  is  three  times 
as  speedy  as  its  present  standard  bi-pack, 
company  executives  claim,  and,  like  Tech- 
nicolor’s, will  soon  entirely  replace  pre- 
viously-used Cinecolor  negatives.  It  is  now 
being  manufactured  in  small  batches  for 
test  purposes. 

Both  the  Cinecolor  and  Technicolor  films 
require  much  less  set  lighting  than  pre- 
viously, allowing  cameramen  to  obtain  a 
sharper  definition  and,  resultantly,  im- 
portant to  producers  from  the  financial 
standpoint  as  well  as  from  the  viewpoint 
of  superior  quality. 

Technicolor’s  field  representative,  George 
Giroux,  has  just  completed  a lengthy  ex- 
hibitor-distributor trip  around  the  coun- 
try, one  of  a series  of  similar  periodic 
treks  on  which  Giroux  embarks  to  edu- 
cate those  in  the  field  as  to  the  best 
methods  for  projecting  Technicolor,  both 
in  the  projection  booth  and  in  house  il- 
lumination. Giroux  reported,  as  a result 
of  his  most  recent  trip,  that  projection 
methods  have  been  considerably  improved 
— not  only  for  color,  but  for  black-and- 
white  films  as  well.  One  of  the  by-prod- 
ucts of  Giroux’s  duties  is  the  issuance  of 
pamphlets  in  connection  with  every  fea- 
ture filmed  in  Technicolor,  giving  hints 
on  exhibition  to  theatre  managers  and 
projectionists.  The  pamphlets  are  dis- 
tributed by  the  thousands  and  are  obtain- 
able by  showmen  from  the  exchanges 
handling  the  various  films  processed  in 
Technicolor. 


Airliner  Crash  Inspires 
A New  Goldwyn  Film 

Samuel  Goldwyn  has  beaten  other  pro- 
ducers to  the  draw  by  setting  Guy  Pros- 
per and  Ben  Grauman  Cohn  to  scripting 
“Thirteen  Go  Flying,”  based  on  the  re- 
cent crash  of  the  British  airliner,  “Cava- 
lier.” James  Basevi,  art  director,  is  con- 
structing a trans-oceanic  airplane  set  and 
Goldwyn  intends  to  use  unknown  names 
in  the  cast. 


Metro  Signs  Colbert 

Metro  has  signed  Claudette  Colbert  to 
co-star  with  James  Stewart  in  “It’s  a 
Wonderful  World,”  a Louis  D.  Lighton 
production  which  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  will 
direct.  Ben  Hecht  wrote  the  original. 
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Few  Parallels  in 
Preference  Poll 


Must  Code-Seal  Ad  Films 

New  York — Films  of  200  feet  or  more  in  length  which  advertise  a commercial 
product  are  being  submitted  to  the  Advertising  Advisory  Council  of  the  MPPDA  as 
a condition  for  their  acceptability  at  affiliated  theatres. 

The  AAC  is  a companion  group  to  the  MPPDA's  Production  Code  Administra- 
tion in  that  it  passes  upon  the  standards  of  advertising  contained  in  the  films 
submitted. 

If  the  AAC  approves  an  advertising  film,  a seal  is  granted.  This  seal  and  the 
words,  "This  is  an  advertisement,"  must  appear  on  the  title  frame  of  the  film. 

The  procedure  is  being  followed  in  order  to  prevent  deception  on  the  part  of 
theatregoers  at  Hays-member  theatres. 


(Continued  from  page  53) 
mark  in  the  1939  Barometer  first-run  poll. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  only  five  of  the  ten 
Academy  nominations  were  Boxoffice 
Blue  Ribbon  winners,  and  that  but  eight 
of  them  qualified  as  better-than-average 
boxoffice  performers. 

Still  more  divergent  are  the  opinions  of 
exhibitors  and  the  public,  as  represented  in 
Barometer’s  “All-American”  poll  and 
Records’  rating,  anent  the  popularity  and 
marquee  power  of  the  five  actors  and  five 
actresses  nominated  for  “best  perform- 
ance” honors  in  the  Academy  balloting. 

Charles  Boyer,  nominated  for  his  work 
in  “Algiers,”  rated  no  better  than  38th,  a 
“medalist,”  in  the  Barometer’s  popularity 
tabulation.  As  a revenue  producer, 
Records  classes  Boyer  at  113  per  cent — 
better  than  average.  “Algiers”  received 
no  Blue  Ribbon  and  in  its  first  runs  has 
attained  a 110  per  cent  mark,  according 
to  Barometer. 

James  Cagney,  for  “Angels  With  Dirty 
Faces,”  was  a “medalist”  in  the  Barometer 
“All-American”  poll — far  down  the  line  in 
54th  position.  His  Records  rating  is  99 
per  cent,  slightly  under  par.  “Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces”  has  done  138  per  cent 
in  its  first  runs,  the  Barometer  tabulation 
reveals. 

Robert  Donat,  for  “The  Citadel,”  is  a 
“medalist,”  occupying  43rd  rank  and 
credited  by  Records  as  attaining  a 95  per 
cent  average  in  business-drawing  power. 
“The  Citadel”  is  grossing  120  per  cent  in 
first  runs. 

Leslie  Howard,  for  “Pygmalion,”  is  a 
“medalist,”  but  far  down  the  line  in  61st 
position.  He  is  below  average  as  a mar- 
quee name.  Records  crediting  him  with  93 
per  cent.  “Pygmalion”  received  no  Blue 
Ribbon  and  has  no  revenue  rating  as  yet. 

Spencer  Tracy,  for  “Boys  Town.”  Tracy 
is  the  one  personality  on  which  Hollywood 
and  the  exhibition  and  theatre-going 
worlds  agree.  He  ranks  Number  One  in 
Barometer’s  “All-American  Favorites  of 
1938;”  wins  a 121  per  cent  credit  in 
Records;  and  “Boys  Town,”  a Blue  Ribbon 
winner,  has  climbed  to  the  150  per  cent 
mark  in  its  first  runs,  according  to 
Barometer. 

Among  the  Actresses 

Among  the  actresses.  Fay  Bainter,  nomi- 
nated for  “White  Banners,”  is  a Barome- 
ter “medalist,”  qualifying  as  the  50th  most 
popular  player.  Her  Records  rating  is  92 
per  cent.  “White  Banners”  grossed  but 
91  per  cent  of  normal  and  did  not  receive 
a Blue  Ribbon. 

Bette  Davis,  for  “Jezebel,”  was  a “run- 
ner-up” in  the  “All-American”  poll,  rank- 
ing 13th,  and  rated  100  per  cent,  or  nor- 
mal, as  a marquee  attraction  in  Records. 
“Jezebel”  did  110  per  cent  as  a revenue 
producer  and  was  not  a Blue  Ribbon 
winner. 

Wendy  Hiller,  for  “Pygmalion.”  As  a 
screen  newcomer  she  has  no  rating  either 
in  the  “All-American”  list  or  as  a box- 
office  name.  The  picture  won  no  Blue 


Ribbon  and  has  no  percentage  rating  as 
yet. 

Norma  Shearer,  for  “Marie  Antoinette.” 
Miss  Shearer  is  a runner-up  in  nation- 
wide popularity,  being  listed  by  Barometer 
as  17th.  Her  absence  from  the  screen  be- 
fore appearing  in  “Marie  Antoinette”  gave 
her  no  Records  rating.  The  picture  itself 
has  attained  a 140  per  cent  mark  in  first- 
runs,  Barometer  tabulations  reveal.  It  did 
not  receive  a Blue  Ribbon. 

Margaret  Sullavan,  for  “Three  Com- 
rades.” A “runner-up,”  she  is  in  32nd 
position.  Records  rate  her  business- 
drawing qualities  at  113  per  cent,  the 
same  figure  attained  by  “Three  Comrades.” 

Thus,  those  participating  in  the  Acad- 
emy balloting  gave  cognizance  to  but  one 
player — Spencer  Tracy — of  the  12  chosen 
as  the  most  popular  of  1938  in  Box- 
office’s  comprehensive  cross-sectional  poll 
of  exhibitor,  critical  and  public  opinion. 
Of  the  other  Award  candidates,  Hollywood 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  came  close  to 
agreeing  on  only  one — Bette  Davis — 13th 
in  “All-American”  rating. 


Eleventh  Academy  Banquet 
Centralizes  All  Interest 

Hollywood  is  on  the  mark  and  poised 
for  the  most  important  social,  all-indus- 
try function  of  the  season,  the  eleventh 
annual  Academy  Awards  banquet,  set  for 
February  23,  at  which  winners  of  more 
than  a score  of  awards  for  creative,  tech- 
nical and  artistic  achievements  will  be 
announced. 

Currently  being  tabulated  are  early  re- 
turns from  the  12,000  ballots  mailed  by 
the  Academy  to  those  in  the  industry 
eligible  to  vote.  With  the  exception  of 
candidates  for  scientific  or  technical 
achievements,  not  yet  selected,  the  com- 
plete list  of  nominees  follows: 

For  the  Irving  G.  Thalberg  Memorial 
Award  for  “most  consistent  high  quality 
of  production  achievement  by  an  indi- 
vidual producer;”  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Joseph 
Pasternak,  Hunt  Stromberg,  Hal  Wallis, 
Walter  Wanger,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck. 

Most  outstanding  motion  picture — 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,”  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox; “Boys  Town,”  Metro;  “The 
Citadel,”  Metro;  “Four  Daughters,”  War- 
ner-First National;  “Grand  Illusion,” 
World  Pictures;  “Jezebel,”  Warner-First 
National;  “Pygmalion,”  Metro;  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Robin  Hood,”  Warner  First- 
National;  “Test  Pilot,”  Metro;  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You,”  Columbia. 

Best  performance  by  an  actor — Charles 
Boyer,  “Algiers;”  James  Cagney,  “Angels 
With  Dirty  Faces;”  Robert  Donat,  “The 
Citadel;”  Leslie  Howard,  “Pygmalion;” 
Spencer  Tracy,  “Boys  Town.” 

Best  performance  by  an  actress — Pay 


Bainter,  “White  Banners;”  Bette  Davis, 
“Jezebel;”  Wendy  Hiller,  “Pygmalion;” 
Norma  Shearer,  “Marie  Antoinette;” 
Margaret  Sullavan,  “Thi’ee  Comrades.” 

Best  performance  by  a supporting  actor 
— Walter  Brennan,  “Kentucky;”  John 
Garfield,  “Four  Daughters;”  Gene  Lock- 
hart, “Algiers;”  Robert  Morley,  “Marie 
Antoinette;”  Basil  Rathbone,  “If  I Were 
King.” 

Best  performance  by  a supporting  ac- 
tress— Fay  Bainter,  “Jezebel;”  Beulah 
Bondi,  “Of  Human  Hearts;”  Spring  By- 
ington,  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You;” 
Billie  Burke,  “Merrily  We  Live;”  Miliza 
Korjus,  “The  Great  Waltz.” 

Best  direction — Michael  Curtiz,  for  both 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces”  and  “Four 
Daughters;”  Norman  Taurog,  “Boys 
Town;”  King  Vidor,  “The  Citadel;”  Frank 
Capra,  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.” 

Best  screenplay — John  Meehan,  Dore 
Schary,  “Boys  Town;”  Ian  Dalrymple, 
Frank  Wead,  Elizabeth  Hill,  “The  Citadel;” 
George  Bernard  Shaw  (screenplay  and 
dialogue),  and  W.  P.  Lipscomb,  Cecil 
Lewis  and  Ian  Dalrymple,  adaptation, 
“Pygmalion;”  Robert  Riskin,  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You.” 

Tie  on  Best  Originals 

Best  original  story — (six  nominations 
because  of  a tie) — Irving  Berlin,  “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band;”  Rowland  Brown, 
“Angels  With  Dirty  Faces;”  John  Howard 
Lawson,  “Blockade;”  Dore  Schary,  Elean- 
ore  Griffin,  “Boys  Town;”  Marcella  Burke, 
Frederick  Kohner,  “Mad  About  Music;” 
Frank  Wead,  “Test  Pilot.” 

Art  direction — “Adventures  of  Robin 
Hood,”  Warner-First  National;  “Adven- 
tures of  Tom  Sawyer,”  Selznick  Interna- 
tional; “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,”  20th 
Century-Fox;  “Algiers,”  Walter  Wanger; 
“Carefree,”  RKO  Radio;  “Goldwyn  Pol- 
lies,” Samuel  Goldwyn;  “Holiday,”  Co- 
lumbia; “If  I Were  King,”  Paramount; 
“Mad  About  Music,”  Universal;  “Marie 
Antoinette,”  Metro;  “Merrily  We  Live,” 
Hal  Roach. 

Film  editing — “Adventures  of  Robin 
Hood,”  Warner-First  National;  “Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime  Band,”  20th  Century-Fox; 
‘“riie  Great  Waltz”  and  “Test  Pilot,” 
Metro;  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,” 
Columbia. 

Sound  recording — “Army  Girl,”  Repub- 
lic; “Cowboy  and  the  Lady,”  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn; “Four  Daughters,”  Warner-First 
National;  “If  I Were  King,”  Paramount; 
“Merrily  We  Live,”  Hal  Roach;  “Suez,” 
20th  Century-Fox;  “Sweethearts,”  Metro; 
“That  Certain  Age,”  Universal;  “Vivacious 
Lady,”  RKO  Radio;  “You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You,”  Columbia. 

Cinematography  — “Algiers,”  Walter 
(Continued  on  page  58) 
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E LLOYD  SHELDON  has  departed 
^ the  employ  of  Metro  after  three 
months  as  an  associate  producer- — 
during  which  he  didn’t  produce  anything 
but  an  occasional  item  for  the  trade  press 
concerning  his  production  plans.  During 
the  past  two  years  the  studio  has  prob- 
ably spent  enough  in  salaries  for  pro- 
ducers who  didn’t  produce  one  foot  of  re- 
leased film  to  pay  for  a good,  solid  fea- 
ture. Among  several  others  who  have 
forsaken  Leo’s  protective  paw  after  being 
on  the  payroll  for  periods  of  varied  dura- 
tion and  establishing  records  comparable 
to  Sheldon’s  are  Junior  Laemmle,  Zion 
Myers  and  Charles  MacArthur. 

Which  almost  qualifies  the  Culver  City 
celluloid  factory  as  an  accredited  branch 
of  the  WPA. 


ing  to  a cable  received  at  the  studio  yes- 
terday.” 

At  last,  the  real  reason  why  Edward, 
Duke  of  Windsor,  abdicated  the  throne  of 
Britain? 


Hopalong  Cassidy  rides  again — and 
again,  and  again.  Harry  (Pop)  Sherman 
rides  again — but  not  on  a bicycle. 

Through  manifesto  from  Producer  Sol  Les- 
ser, Bobby  Breen  has  grown  up.  The  sweep- 
ing expedient  of  ordering  all  future  billing, 
advertising  and  publicizing  of  the  melodic 
moppet  as  Bob  Breen,  and  the  permanent  dis- 
carding of  the  diminutive  ’’Bobby,"  brought 
about  this  sudden  aging.  Why  not  make  it 
Robert  O'Breen  and  complete  the  meta- 
morphosis in  one  blurb? 

Broadcast  Leo’s  studio  publicists: 

‘‘Their  Majesties,  the  King  and  Queen 
of  England,  have  seen  seven  M-G-M  pic- 
tures within  the  past  seven  weeks,  accord- 


And,  from  a local  motion  picture  column: 

“Mickey  Rooney  has  bought  two  ‘tear- 
ing’ suits  for  his  New  York  trip.  Got  to 
have  something  for  the  fans  to  remember 
you  by,  says  he.” 

Modest  young  fellah.  Master  Rooney. 

The  verbose  announcement  relating  to  the 
culmination  of  negotiations  whereby  20th 
Century-Fox  and  Cosmopolitan  Pictures  have 
entered  into  a production-distribution  deal 
covering  a two-year  period  studiously  avoids 
any  reference  as  to  whether  or  not  Marion 
Davies  will  essay  her  perennial  triumphant 
return  to  the  screen  under  the  aegis  of  the 
Wise  Men  of  Westwood. 

Absit  Omen. 


Those  lesser  lights  of  the  film  citadel’s 
elite  horsey  set  who  have  looked  with  long- 
ing eyes  at  their  more  fortunate  con- 
temporaries who  own  racing  stables 
(Hollywood’s  current  social  distinction  par 
excellance)  may  find  solace  in  gandering 
the  following  mid-season  recapitulation  of 
money  won*  at  Hal  Roach’s  Santa  Anita 
emporium  of  chance: 


Stable — Money  Won 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Louis  B.  Mayer 

$16,800 

3 

3 

5 

1 

Bingling  Stock  Farms 
(Bing  Crosby  and 

Lin  Howard) 

3,600 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Blue  Moon  Stable... 
(Howard  Hawk.s) 

2,950 

2 

1 

2 

1 

W-L  Ranch  Stable... 
(Harry  M.  Warner 
and  Mervyn  LeRoy) 

2,500 

2 

0 

3 

1 

Miss  Ethel  Hill 

2,250 

2 

0 

] 

0 

Myron  Selznick  

2,000 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Joe  E.  Brown 

1.900 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Dormerv  Stable  

(Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Mervyn  LeRoy) 

1,550 

1 

0 

1 

0 

-Hill  & Briskin 

(Miss  Ethel  Hill  and 
Samuel  Briskin) 

1.450 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Raoul  Walsh  

1,350 

1 

0 

2 

1 

John  Cromwell  

1,300 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Pan  tages-Consi  dine 
(Mrs.  Lo!s  Pantages 
& John  Considine  jr.) 

1,000 

1 

0 

0 

0 

William  Goetz  

900 

0 

1 

3 

2 

Robert  Riskin  

700 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Bing  Crosby  

650 

0 

1 

2 

1 

L.  & A.  Stable 

(Chester  Lauck  and 
Don  Ameche) 

150 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Marwyck  Ranch  . . . . 
(Mi.«s  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck & Zeppo  Marx) 

50 

0 

0 

0 

1 

•Oats:  Sixty  cents 

per  bushei— 

-and 

that 

ain’ 

hay. 


Finns — Hack  and  Some  Mickeys 


Leo  had  a field  day  in  preview  circles 
during  the  week,  with  two  from  the  Cul- 
ver City  studio  easily  qualifying  for  win 
and  place  positions  in  the  lineup  of  cellu- 
loid starters  brought  to  the  post  for  then- 
initial  showings  to  film  critics  and  other 
assorted  camp  followers.  Topping  the 
field  was  “Huckleberry  Finn,”  newest 
filmization  of  the  Mark  Twain  boyhood 
classic,  in  which  Mickey  Rooney,  given 
solo  star  billing  for  the  first  time,  proves 
the  promotion  was  richly  merited.  From 
every  aspect  the  film  is  genuinely  enjoy- 
able entertainment,  mounted  well  by  Pro- 
ducer Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz,  understand- 
ingly  directed  by  Richard  Thorpe  and  with 
a well-adapted  screenplay  by  Hugo  Butler 
as  its  background.  The  other  Metro  of- 
fering, “Fast  and  Loose,”  is  almost  equally 
delightful,  although,  of  course,  far  re- 
moved as  to  type  and  locale.  In  the 
“Thin  Man”  mystery-comedy  vein,  it  gives 
Robert  Montgomery  full  rein  to  display 
his  exuberant  sophistication.  Edwin  L. 
Marin’s  direction  and  the  script  by  Harry 
Kurnitz  gloss  over  the  melodramatic  angles 
to  emphasize  the  comedy  and  bright  dia- 
logue. Frederick  Stephani  is  credited  as 
producer. 

* * * 

Important  from  a cast  and  budget 
standpoint  and  more  than  acceptable  as 
better-than-average  fare,  were  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox’s “Wife,  Husband  and  Friend” 


and  Edward  Small’s  “King  of  the  Turf,” 
the  latter  for  United  Artists  release.  The 
offering  from  the  Westwood  plant,  how- 
ever, must  be  rated  as  a vehicle  in  which 
the  story  values  are  not  equal  to  the  im- 
pressive acting  talent,  including  Loretta 
Young  and  Warner  Baxter;  for  Nunnally 
Johnson,  doubling  as  producer  and  scen- 
arist, fell  down  somewhat  on  the  latter 
point.  Comedy  situations  were  none  too 
well  developed  either  in  the  script  or  in 
Gregory  Ratoff’s  directorial  job.  Small’s 
“King  of  the  Turf”  should  be  a natural 
for  those  whose  hearts  beat  faster  when 
in  the  proximity  of  racehorses  and  the 
sport  of  kings;  for  which  the  script  by 
George  Bruce,  direction  by  Alfred  E. 
Green  and  an  excellent  performance  by 
Adolphe  Menjou  must  be  credited  equally. 
It  should  register  solidly  with  sporting- 
minded  audiences. 

iK  ♦ * 

Also  in  the  week’s  lineup  were  a num- 
ber of  assorted  programmers  of  varied  ac- 
ceptability. In  all  probability  the  best  of 
the  group  was  RKO  Radio’s  “The  Saint 
Strikes  Back,”  which  hit  a high  enter- 
tainment level  despite  a none-too-lavish 
budget.  As  Number  Two  in  the  new 
“Saint”  series,  it  fulfills  the  promise  held 
forth  in  the  initialer.  There  is  one  major 
casting  change  in  that  George  Sanders 
replaces  Louis  Hayv,/ard  in  the  title  role 
— Sanders  delivering  to  perfection  as  an 


excellent  type.  Fast-moving  direction  by 
John  Farrow,  a logical  and  suspenseful 
script  by  John  Twist  and  Robert  Sisk’s 
competent  production  guidance  all  unite 
to  add  to  the  picture’s  assets.  Its  socio- 
logical theme,  leftist  learnings  and  loose 
direction  by  Dudley  Murphy  brand  Para- 
mount’s “ . . . one  third  of  a nation”  as 
no  better  than  program  fare  for  the  big- 
ger population  centers.  It  falls  short  when 
measured  as  celluloid  entertainment  de- 
spite an  impressive  cast  in  which  Sylvia 
Sidney  and  Leif  Erikson  are  the  only  mar- 
quee names. 

Right  out  of  the  headlines  was  Colum- 
bia’s “Trapped  in  the  Sky,”  a story  of 
foreign  espionage  and  attempted  sabotage 
in  American  airplane  plants.  It  is  an- 
other clean  score  for  Producer  Larry 
Damour  and  the  veteran  action  star.  Jack 
Holt,  well  up  to  the  Darmour  program 
standard.  Lewis  D.  Collins’  direction  and 
the  writing  job  turned  in  by  Gordon  Rigby 
and  Eric  Taylor  are  workmanlike.  Mono- 
gram’s “Navy  Secrets,”  equal  in  timeli- 
ness and,  likewise,  based  on  espionage, 
measures  up  less  impressively  as  to  pro- 
duction mounting. 

* * iit 

Another  pair  were  of  the  oat-buming 
variety,  Paramoimt  presenting  a new 
chapter  in  the  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  series, 
“Silver  on  the  Sage,”  and  Grand  National 
(Continued  on  page  60) 
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From  ’way  up  thar 
in  New  Brunswick: 


Jan.  26,  1939 

BOXOFFICE: 

I sent  money  to  renew  my 
subscription  for  BOXOFFICE 
over  a month  ago.  I still  re- 
ceive BOXOFFICE— but  I do 
hope  you  will  send  me  the 
BAROMETER  when  it  is  pub- 
lished. 

Of  all  the  trade  papers  I re- 
ceived I never  got  the  results 
for  making  up  my  advertising 
out  of  any  of  them  as  I did  the 
BAROMETER.  It  sure  is  a great 
help  to  exhibitors. 

Yours  truly, 

Mrs.  /.  McLaughlin 

Opera  House, 

New  Castle,  N,  B. 


THEIfl  SfIflOOliyS  BEFORE 


Before  making  color  commit- 
ments for  current  production 
schedules,  it  will  definitely  be  to 
your  advantage  to  investigate 
the  unusual  possibilities  afforded 
by  the  NEW  CINECOLOR,  at 
present  being  moved  to  its  vast 
new  Burbank  plant. 


CINECOLOR 

A.  L.  McCORMICK,  'Tresident 
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Eleventh  Academy 
Banquet  Awaited 


Patriotic  Themes 
Will  Carry  Far 


(Continued  from  page  55) 

Wanger;  “Army  Girl,”  Republic;  “The 
Buccaneer,”  Paramount;  “The  Great 
Waltz,”  Metro;  “Jezebel.”  Warner-First 
National;  “Mad  About  Music,”  Universal; 
“Merrily  We  Live,”  Hal  Roach;  “Suez,” 
20th  Century-Fox;  “Vivacious  Lady,” 
RKO  Radio:  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You,”  Columbia;  “The  Young  in  Heart,” 
Selznick  International. 

Disney  and  Fleischer  Vie 

Best  cartoon — “Brave  Little  Tailor,” 
“Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood,”  “Ferdi- 
nand the  Bull,”  “Good  Scouts,”  all  from 
Walt  Disney:  “Hunky  Spunky,”  pro- 
duced by  Max  Fleischer  for  Paramount. 

Best  one-reel  short  subject — “The  Great 
Heart,”  “That  Mothers  Might  Live,” 
Metro;  “Timber  Toppers,”  20th  Century- 
Fox. 

Best  two-reel  short  subject — “Declara- 
tion of  Independence,”  “Swingtime  in  the 
Movies,”  Warners;  “They’re  Always 
Caught,”  Metro. 

Best  original  musical  scoring — “Adven- 
tures of  Robin  Hood,”  Warner-First  Na- 
tional; “Army  Girl,”  Republic;  “Block- 
ade,” Walter  Wanger;  “Blockheads,”  Hal 
Roach;  “Breaking  the  Ice,”  Principal- 
RKO  Radio;  “Cowboy  and  the  Lady,” 


SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

NED  BRANDY  to  “Kit  Carson,”  a serial,  which 
Jack  Fier  will  supervise. 

KARL  BROWN  to  “A  Woman  Is  the  Judge,” 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

HAROLD  SHUMATE  to  “Seventh  Cavalary,”  a 
Gary  Cooper  starrer. 

— Metro 

JACQUES  DEVAL  to  “Balalaika”  as  a vehicle 
for  Miliza  Korjus.  Lawrence  Weingarten  will 
produce. 

JANE  HALL  and  MARION  PARSONNET  to 
“.Such  Mad,  Mad  Fun.”  Sam  Zimbalist  produces 
with  James  Stewart  starred. 

— Paraiiiount 

KEN  ENGLUND  to  “The  Magnificent  Fraud,” 
which  Harlan  Thompson  will  produce. 

MAXWELL  SHANE  to  “That  Fatal  Fascination.” 
Harlan  Thompson  will  produce. 

— ItKO  Radio 

BERNARD  McCONViLLE  to  “Trail  Smoke,”  a 
George  O’Brien  western. 

THAMES  WILLIAMSON  to  “Virginia  City.” 
high-budgeted  outdoor  picture,  which  Lee  Marcus 
will  produce. 

— Republic 

JOSEPH  MONCURE  MARCH  to  “Doctors  Don’t 
Tell.”  Sol  Siegel  production  which  George 
Nicholls  jr.  will  direct  as  one  of  the  studio’s 
Anniversary  Specials. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

JOHN  FRANCIS  LARKIN  to  “The  Sphinx.”  a 
mystery  story,  which  the  Sol  Wurtzel  unit  will 
produce. 

— Warner  Bros. 

ANTHONY  COLDEWAY  to  “Fishing  Fleet.” 


Fleming  Succeeds  Cukor 
As  "Wind"  Director 

Victor  Fleming  has  taken  over  the  di- 
rectorial reins  on  Selznick-International’s 
“Gone  With  the  Wind”  following  the  re- 
tirement of  George  Cukor,  who  bowed  out 
by  mutual  agreement  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick. 

Cukor  withdrew  following  a series  of 
misunderstandings  between  himself  and 
Selznick  regarding  script  interpretations. 


Silver  for  Him — 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  presi- 
dent, in  admiration  of  the  silver  tray 
presented  him  by  employes  of  Mono- 
gram Productions  in  the  Hollywood 
studio  in  honor  of  his  silver  jubilee 
in  the  trade. 


Samuel  Goldwyn;  “If  I Were  King,”  Para- 
mount; “Marie  Antoinette,”  Metro; 
“Pacific  Liner,”  RKO  Radio;  “Suez,”  20th 
Century-Fox;  “The  Young  in  Heart,” 
Selznick  International. 

Best  scoring,  regardless  of  source  of 
material — “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band,” 
20th  Century-Fox;  “Carefree,”  RKO 
Radio:  “Girls  School,”  Columbia;  “Gold- 
wyn Follies,”  Samuel  Goldwyn;  “Jezebel,” 
Warner-First  National;  “Mad  About 
Music,”  Universal:  “Storm  Over  Bengal,” 
Republic:  “Sweethearts,”  Metro;  “There 
Goes  My  Heart,”  Hal  Roach;  “Tropic 
Holiday,”  Paramount;  “The  Young  in 
Heart,”  Selznick  International. 

Best  original  song— “Always  and  Al- 
ways,” by  Chet  Forrest,  Edward  Ward  and 
Bob  Wright,  in  Metro’s  “Mannequin;” 
“A  Mist  Is  Over  the  Moon,”  by  Oscar 
Hammerstein  II  and  Ben  Oakland,  in  Co- 
lumbia’s “The  Lady  Objects;”  “Change 
Partners,”  by  Irving  Berlin,  in  RKO 
Radio’s  “Carefree;”  “The  Cowboy  and  the 
Lady,”  by  Lionel  Newman  and  Arthur 
Quenzer,  from  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  “The 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady;”  “Dust,”  by  John 
Marvin,  in  Republic’s  “Under  Western 
Stars;”  “Jeepers  Creepers,”  by  Harry 
Warren  and  Johnny  Mercer,  in  Warner’s 
“Going  Places;”  “Merrily  We  Live,”  by 
Phil  Cherig  and  Arthur  Quenzer,  in  Hal 
Roach’s  “Merrily  We  Live;”  “My  Own,” 
by  Jimmy  McHugh  and  Harold  Adamson, 
in  Universal’s  “That  Certain  Age;”  “Now 
It  Can  Be  Told,”  by  Irving  Berlin,  in 
20th  Century-Fox’s  “Alexander’s  Ragtime 
Band;”  “Thanks  for  the  Memory,”  by 
Ralph  Rainger  and  Leo  Robin,  in  Para- 
mount’s “Big  Broadcast  of  1938.” 

Acting,  writing  and  directing  winners 
are  being  chosen  by  Screen  Actors,  Screen 
Directors  and  Screen  Writers  Guilds,  pro- 
ducer and  technician  members  of  the 
Academy.  Other  awards  are  being  handed 
out  by  special  committees  chosen  in  each 
division. 


Added  assurance  that  Hollywood’s  new- 
found interest  in  patriotic  topics  in  keep- 
ing with  the  trend  toward  Americanism 
in  future  film  fare  will  continue  well  into 
next  season  has  come  from  various  studio 
sources. 

Warner,  well  in  the  forefront  of  pro- 
ducers embracing  the  Americanization 
theme,  has  instructed  the  studio  story  de- 
partment to  launch  a widespread  search 
for  additional  story  material  along  that 
line.  Five  such  features  are  now  either 
completed  or  in  production,  in  addition  to 
13  historical  featurettes  on  schedule. 

Columbia  has  added  a pair  of  titles.  Just 
purchased  was  “'Tree  of  Liberty,”  a novel 
by  Elizabeth  Page,  which  will  be  Frank 
Lloyd’s  first  production- direction  chore 
upon  leaving  Paramount  to  join  that  or- 
ganization. It  is  a story  of  the  days  of 
Thomas  Jefferson.  The  studio  is  also 
speeding  preparations  to  film  “Fifty-One 
People,”  based  on  the  newspaper  story  of 
some  months  ago  concerning  a group  of 
refugees  who  fled  Austria  on  a raft  at  the 
time  of  the  German  ansehluss  and  who 
were  never  heard  from  thereafter.  George 
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OPTIONS 


— Metro 

BROWN  HOLMES  joins  writing-  department 
on  term  deal. 

GEZA  HERCZEG  and  ROBERT  RILEY 
CRUTCHER  added  to  scripting  staff. 

MARY  BETH  HUGHES,  actress,  held  for  an- 
other term. 

MILTON  H.  BREN  signs  five-year  ticket  to 
head  production  unit,  moving  over  from  his 
previous  post  as  production  executive  for  Hal 
Roach. 

COREY  FORD  joins  writing  staff. 

— M onogra  in 

MARJORIE  REYNOLDS  and  MILBURN  STONE 
signed  for  supporting  roles  in  another  "Tail- 
spin  Tommy”  feature. 

— I’aramoiiiit 

CHARLES  BARTON  handed  three-way,  actor- 
■writer-director  contract. 

— IJKO  Radio 

LESLIE  CHARTERIS,  creator  of  “The  Saint” 
detective  thrillers,  signed  to  write  additional 
originals  for  the  new  film  series. 

GARSON  KANIN  given  new  long-term  direc- 
torial contract. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

ALLAN  DWAN  held  for  another  year  as  di- 
rector. 

MARY  HEALY,  stock  actress,  held  for  an- 
other year. 

— ^Universal 

JOY  HODGES,  film  starlet,  held  for  another 
term. 

DOROTHY  ARNOLD,  stock  player,  given  con- 
tract extension. 

FRANK  STRAYER  signed  to  direct  “The  Fam- 
ily Next  Door”  for  Producer  Max  Golden. 

— Manner  Bros. 

DENNIS  MORGAN  signs  term  acting  deal. 
STUART  HOLMES,  JOHN  HARRON,  SIDNEY 
BRACT,  FRANK  MAYO,  CLIFF  SAUM,  TOM 
WILSON.  AI.  LLOYD,  EDDIE  GRAHAM.  DON 
TURNER,  JACK  MOWER,  MAX  BLUM,  LEO 
■WHITE,  JACK  RICHARDSON,  PAUL  PANZER, 
GLEN  CAVENDER,  JACK  WISE,  SAUL  GORSS. 
MARION  ALDEN,  ALICE  CONNORS,  LOIS 
CHEANET,  DOROTHY  VARDEN.  BESS  MEYERS, 
LOTTIE  WILLIAMS,  SALLY  SAGE,  PAULETTE 
EVANS  and  CLARA  HORTON  all  handed  new 
stock  acting  contracts. 

MAXIE  ROSENBLOOM.  currently  in  “Each 
Dawn  I Die,”  draws  new  term  acting  contract; 
MAURICE  LEO  retained  as  member  of  the  writ- 
ing staff. 

LAWRENCE  KIMBLE  draws  new  long-term 
writing  contract. 

FRANK  BECKWITH,  dialogue  director,  given 
new  term  contract. 
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Henry  Hathaway  has  returned  from  New 
York  to  bring  preparations  for  a direc- 
torial chore  at  Samuel  Goldwyn’s  . . . 
Conferences  with  Cecil  B.  DeMille  brought 
Lucius  Beebe,  New  York  columnist  and 
boulevardier,  back  to  Hollywood  en  route 
to  San  Francisco,  where  he  will  cover  the 
Golden  Gate  Exposition  . . . Winding  up 
an  extended  leave  of  absence,  Marion 
Spitzer  is  back  at  work  at  Paramount  as 
story  scout. 

★ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Goldwyn  are  plan- 
ning a vacation  in  New  York  when  Gold- 
wyn’s latest  picture  for  United  Artists  i 
completed  . . . After  a two-month  stay 
in  New  York,  Abe  Lastfogel  has  returned 
to  his  desk  as  local  head  of  the  William 
Morris  agency  . . . Richard  Arlen  is  in 
from  a vacation  in  New  Orleans  . . . Re- 
covered from  a recent  spill  off  his  bi- 
cycle, Producer  Harry  Sherman  has  gone 
back  to  work  . . . Mrs.  Elliott  Nugent, 
wife  of  the  Paramount  director,  suffered 
painful  injuries  when  her  car  ran  over 
an  embankment  in  the  Santa  Monica  hills. 
★ 

Arthur  Hilton,  film  editor  at  Principal, 
has  checked  in  after  a two-week  vacation 
in  La  Jolla  ...  To  scout  story  material 
for  his  next  picture,  Lester  Cowan,  head 
of  the  W.  C.  Reids  unit  at  Universal 
heads  for  New  York  . . . David  Diamond 
has  joined  the  Music  Corp.  of  America, 
heading  a new  story  and  writing  depart- 
ment. Disbanding  his  own  agency.  Dia- 
mond takes  his  assistant,  William  Hern- 
don, and  his  New  York  representative, 
Blanche  Wolffe,  with  him  to  the  new 
spot. 

★ 

Gene  Autry  is  in  Chicago  making  some 
recordings,  whence  he  heads  for  New 
York  and  a microphone  chore  . . . Bette 
Davis  goes  east  late  in  March  for  the 
world  premiere  of  her  new  Warner  pic- 
ture at  the  Hollywood  Theatre  in  Gotham 
. . . Victor  Milner,  Paramount  photo- 
grapher, is  vacationing  for  a month  in  New 
York,  traveling  east  via  the  Pajiama  Canal. 
* 

Dame  Fashion  smote  down  Patricia 
Morison,  Paramount  actress,  when  she  was 
blinded  by  a wimple  on  her  new  hat  and 
walked  into  the  side  of  a truck.  She 
suffered  no  broken  bones,  however  . . . 
Tex  Retcher,  Grand  National’s  new  cow- 
boy star,  has  bought  a half -interest  in  a 
3,500-acre  ranch  near  Bishop  . . . Ser- 
vices and  burial  at  Hollywood  Cemetery 
followed  the  death  of  Alexander  Stahl, 
63,  retired  merchant  and  brother  of  John 
Stahl,  Universal  producer-director.  He 
died  of  a heart  attack,  leaving  his  widow, 
three  sons  and  a daughter  as  survivors. 

* 

Leon  Turrou,  former  G-Man  now  at 
Warner’s  as  technical  advisor,  was  a 
speaker  at  a postman’s  convention  at  the 
Rosslyn  Hotel  . . . Nelson  Eddy  and  his 
bride,  the  former  Ann  Franklin,  are  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  one  of  the  stop- 
overs in  Eddy’s  concert  tour,  which  will 
cover  30  cities  . . . Frederick  Stephani, 
Metro  producer,  is  in  New  York  on  a two- 
week  holiday. 


Into  New  Field — 


After  ten  years  behind  the  camera  as 
a director,  assistant  director  and  prop- 
erty man,  Charles  Barton,  center,  dons 
cowboy  clothes  to  play  a leading  role 
in  support  of  Gary  Cooper  in  Para- 
mount’s “Beau  Geste.”  Barton's 
change  of  tactics  came  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Producer-Director  William 
A.  Wellman,  left,  and  he  has  just  been 
signed  by  Paramount  to  an  actor- 
writer-director  ticket. 


Business  has  called  William  LeVanway, 
assistant  to  Producer  Joseph  Mankiewicz 
at  Metro,  to  Portland,  Ore.  . . . Wessell 
Smitter,  novelist  and  Paramount  scripter, 
told  1,200  members  of  the  Jonathan  Club 
of  his  experiences  as  an  author  and  tree 
surgeon,  which  professions  he  combines. 

* 

Kent  Taylor  has  purchased  a new  Col- 
water  Canyon  home,  into  which  he  will 
move  when  his  current  picture  assignment 
is  completed  . . . John  Lee  Mahin  is  bound 
for  Sun  Valley,  Idaho,  to  finish  a Metro 
script  . . . Lynn  Bari,  2bth  Century-Fox 
starlet,  is  bedded  toith  a cold. 

•k 

Having  gathered  background  material 
for  a forthcoming  picture.  Producer  Rob- 


Directors' Ultimatum 
To  Producers 

The  heat  increased  between  the 
Screen  Directors  Guild  and  the  pro- 
ducers, as  the  directors,  following  a 
mass  meeting,  issued  an  ultimatum  to 
their  bosses  to  sign  the  proposed  con- 
tract by  Friday  night  "or  suffer  the 
consequences."  The  nature  of  the  "con- 
sequences" was  not  divulged,  but  pre-' 
sumably  included  a possible  strike,  the 
resignation  of  SDG  President  Frank 
Capra  and  all  directors  from  the  Acad- 
emy of  M.  P.  Arts  and  Sciences  and  a 
boycott  of  the  Academy  awards  ban- 
quet. Committees  representing  both 
sides  were  to  huddle  late  Friday  after- 
noon for  final  efforts  at  agreement. 


ert  Sisk  and  Scripter  John  Twist  have 
returned  to  RKO  Radio  from  San  Fran- 
cisco . . . Howard  Estabrook  is  in  from 
New  York  . . . Sidney  Lanfield  has  planed 
out  for  Gotham  to  look  over  the  current 
crop  of  stage  plays  . . . Rowland  V.  Lee 
is  back  at  his  Universal  desk  after  a jaunt 
to  New  York. 

* 

Henry  Fonda  has  planed  in  after  a New 
York  vacation  . . . Margaret  Sullavan, 
actress  and  wife  of  Agent  Leland  Hay- 
ward, became  the  mother  of  a baby  girl 
at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  . . . 
Buck  Jones  has  gone  to  Toronto,  Canada, 
on  a film  deal. 

★ 

William  Koenig,  studio  manager  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  and  Mrs.  Doris  Rosenthal  of 
St.  Louis  have  announced  their  intention 
to  be  married  . . . The  Pacific  Writers 
Yacht  Club  held  their  annual  dinner  dance 
at  the  Victor  Hugo,  with  Milton  L.  Cashy 
installed  as  new  commodore  . . . Garson 
Kanin  and  Norman  Krasna  have  returned 
from  Yosemite,  where  they  have  been 
working  on  the  script  of  a forthcoming 
RKO  Radio  picture  . . . Herman  Bing  has 
returned  from  New  York. 

* 

Hollywood’s  horse-minded  folk  by  the 
dozens  have  already  indicated  they  will 
enter  the  Riviera  Country  Club  steeple- 
chase, to  be  staged  from  February  26  to 
April  2.  Among  those  entering  equine 
contenders  are  Allan  Jones,  Jack  Holt, 
Walter  Connolly,  John  Lee  Mahin,  Mrs. 
Spencer  Tracy  and  Bing  Crosby. 

■k 

Lee  Katz,  Warner  writer,  heads  for  Al- 
catraz to  gather  data  for  a script  he  is 
preparing  . . . Director  William  Dieterle 
plans  a trip  to  New  York  when  his  cur- 
rent Warner  assignment  is  completed  . . . 
Producer  Harlan  Thompson  and  Director 
Robert  Florey  are  on  a location-hunting 
trip  near  San  Diego  . . . The  television 
symposium  for  the  annual  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers  convention  here 
in  April  is  being  prepared  by  Lorin  Grig- 
non,  chief  sound  transmission  engineer  at 
Paramount.  Loren  L.  Ryder,  Paramount 
sound  chief,  is  SMPE  Pacific  Coast  chair- 
man. 

* 

Joseph  Moskowitz  has  trained  out  for 
the  homeoffice  after  three  weeks  of  con- 
ferences with  20th  Century -Fox  studio 
heads  . . . Seriously  ill  is  Joe  Brandt, 
former  president  of  Columbia  Pictures. 
He  was  rushed  home  while  on  a Hawaiian 
holiday  . . . William  A.  Pierce,  executive 
aide  to  Charles  R.  Rogers,  will  take  a turn 
before  the  microphone  when  he  appears 
on  a Station  KFAC  broadcast  Sunday. 

* 

Recovered  from  a serious  illness  which 
kept  him  off  the  lot  for  six  months,  Max 
Schoenberg  has  returned  to  his  duties  as 
a Republic  unit  manager  . . . Jane  Bryan 
plans  a vacation  in  Canada  when  her  cur- 
rent Warner  picture  assignment  is  com- 
pleted . . . Betty  Field,  New  York  stage 
star,  reports  to  Paramount  March  20  to 
begin  a picture  assignment. 
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Trade  Public  Relations 
Committee  Setup 

His  duties  on  the  coast  concluded  for  the 
time  being,  Will  Hays,  president  of  the 
MPPDA,  has  returned  to  New  York.  Local 
spokesmen  for  the  producers  association 
declare  their  chieftain  will  check  back  in 
Hollywood  again  in  early  spring,  however, 
for  an  extended  visit. 

Hays’  last  official  duty  while  here  was 
to  appoint  a public  relations  committee 
for  the  purpose  of  attaining  better  co- 
ordination of  public  relations  and  public 
information  concei'ning  the  industry  with 
the  industry’s  national  affairs.  The  com- 
mittee. comprising  Kyle  Palmer  as  chair- 
man, Tom  Pettey  and  Gabe  Yorke,  will 
function  to  cooperate  more  closely  with 
studio  department  heads,  inter-depart- 
mental activities  of  the  producers  asso- 
ciation, and  dissemination  of  information 
relating  to  local  and  national  problems 
and  activities  of  the  film  world. 

Americanism  Trend  Is 
Carrying  Into  Future 

(Continued  from  page  58 » 

Halacz  is  doing  the  script,  which  Ralph 
Cohn  will  produce. 

Added  to  Warner’s  short  subjects  sched- 
ule is  “Atlantic  Cable,’’  based  on  the  lay- 
ing of  the  first  cable  across  the  ocean. 
Charles  Tedford  is  scripting  and  Crane 
Wilbur  will  direct.  Picture  carries  the 
same  theme  as  that  announced  recently 
by  Harry  Edington  as  his  first  production 
for  release  through  Universal.  In  produc- 
tion now  on  the  Burbank  lot  are  “Con- 
fessions of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  “Sons  of 
Liberty,”  the  latter  a four-reeler.  Fea- 
tures coming  up  include  “The  Bishop  Who 
Walked  With  God,”  “Concentration  Camp,” 
“American  Cavalcade,”  “Panama  Canal” 
and  “The  Story  of  the  Wright  Brothers.” 
Shorts  to  be  produced  include  “Old  Hick- 
ory,” “The  Bill  of  Rights,”  “The  Story  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  “Bolivar,”  “General 
Jose  Ortigas,”  “Freedom  of  Worship,” 
“Freedom  of  Speech,”  “Nathan  Hale,” 
“John  Paul  Jones,”  “Lafayette,”  “The 
Monroe  Doctrine,”  “Remember  the  Alamo” 
and  “Teddy  Roosevelt  and  His  Rough 
Riders.” 

Set  to  roll  is  “Mr.  Martin  Comes  Home,” 
a historical  featurette,  with  Crane  Wilbur 
directing. 

Frank  Lloyd  to  Columbia 
Alter  Paramount  Chore 

Columbia  has  signed  Frank  Lloyd  to  a 
producer-director  contract,  effective  when 
he  completes  “Ruler  of  the  Seas”  for  Para- 
mount. First  assignment  at  Columbia  will 
be  “Tree  of  Liberty,”  the  Elizabeth  Page 
novel,  which  was  a recent  purchase. 


Sign  Loretta  Young 

Columbia  has  signed  Loretta  Young  for 
the  feminine  lead  opposite  Cary  Grant  in 
“Our  Wife,”  getting  imderway  next  month. 
It  is  Miss  Young’s  first  assignment  since 
she  wound  up  her  20th  Century-Fox  con- 
tract with  completion  of  “Alexander 
Graham  Bell.” 


SPEARHEADS 


(Continued  from  page  56) 
introducing  its  new  buckaroo,  Tex  Flet- 
cher, in  “Six-Gim  Rhythm.”  Paramount’s 
Harry  Sherman  production  is  an  able  ad- 
dition to  the  veteran  series,  packed  with 
all  the  punch  and  thrills  that  have  made 
them  favorites  with  outdoor  fans,  directed 
with  a knowing  hand  by  Lesley  Selander 
and  scripted  in  good  fashion  by  Maurice 
Geraghty.  GN’s  offering  was  less  impres- 
sive, registering  as  no  better  than  average 
in  the  low-budget  class.  Fletcher  un- 
doubtedly has  possibilities  and,  given  a 
fair  opportunity,  should  show  himself  to 
advantage  as  a contender  for  sagebrush 
honors.  Sam  Newfield  doubled  as  pro- 
ducer and  director  and  Fred  Myton 
whipped  up  the  script. 

Confabs  on  Product 
Holding  Visitors 

To  be  followed  within  two  weeks  by 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  chairman  of  the  board, 
M.  J.  Siegel,  production  head  at  Republic, 
has  returned  from  several  weeks  of  east- 
ern conferences,  during  which  he  and 
Yates  mapped  plans  for  the  studio’s  1939- 
40  program.  Siegel’s  return  signals  the 
launching  of  a quartet  of  films  which  had 
been  held  up  in  his  absence. 

Arthur  Loew,  foreign  distribution  head 
for  M-G-M,  and  Laudy  Lawrence,  Euro- 
pean sales  chieftain,  have  embarked  on 
studio  conferences  following  their  arrival 
from  New  York. 

Ned  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  distribution 
chief,  has  returned  to  the  homeoffice.  He 
was  to  be  followed  this  week  by  George 
Schaefer,  company  president,  accompanied 
by  Herbert  Wilcox,  English  producer,  who 
spent  several  days  here  discussing,  with 
Schaefer,  plans  for  the  pictures  he  will 
make  for  RKO  Radio  distribution  under 
a production  tieup  announced  some  weeks 
ago. 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  publicity- 
advertising director,  has  gone  east  for  con- 
ferences with  Gradwell  Sears,  Mort 
Blumenstock  and  other  company  execu- 
tives. Monogram’s  president,  W.  Ray 
Johnston,  traveled  in  the  same  direction 
to  attend  his  company’s  monthly  board 
of  directors  meeting,  returning  soon  after 
the  first  of  March  to  continue  discussions 
here  on  Monogram’s  1939-40  program. 

Robert  Gillham,  Paramount  advertising- 
publicity  head  man,  arrived  at  the  studio 
on  schedule  for  a six-week  stay,  to  organ- 
ize special  campaigns  on  several  forthcom- 
ing pictures  and  take  a general  look  around 
the  Marathon  Street  plant. 

Executive  conferences  at  Columbia,  for 
which  Jake  Cohn,  A.  Montague,  Joseph 
McConville  and  H.  Schneider  planed  in 
from  New  York,  have  been  prolonged  for 
at  least  another  week.  Harry  Cohn  and 
S.  J.  Briskin  are  sitting  in  from  the  studio. 

Completing  his  study  course  in  the 
United  Artists  homeoffice,  where  he  has 
been  investigating  sales  and  distribution 
methods,  James  Roosevelt  has  returned  to 
resume  his  duties  as  vice-president  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc. 


"Elderbloom  Chorus"  Is 
Signed  by  Jed  Buell 

Producer  Jed  Buell  has  signed  the  “El- 
derbloom Chorus,”  a barnstorming  troupe 
of  65  to  75-year-old  Long  Beach  women, 
to  appear  in  a film  titled  “Little  Old 
Ladies,”  which  he  will  produce  indepen- 
dently for  possible  major  release.  Buell 
will  base  the  script  on  a story  by  J.  W. 
Huxley,  “Dancing  Grandmothers,”  which 
he  has  acquired,  and  is  negotiating  for 
rights  to  a song,  “Little  Old  Lady,”  writ- 
ten by  Hoagy  Carmichael,  for  inclusion 
in  the  film. 

Buell  plans  to  get  into  action  when  the 
“Elderblooms,”  currently  appearing  at 
Billy  Rose’s  Casa  Manana  in  New  York, 
have  returned  to  the  coast.  The  producer’s 
new  effort  will  be  made  apart  from  his 
position  as  production  assistant  to  Mack 
Sennett,  veteran  film-maker,  who  recently 
announced  plans  to  re-enter  production. 

“Texas  Wildcats,”  newest  Tim  McCoy 
western,  has  been  given  the  gun  on  lo- 
cation at  Chatsworth.  Sam  Katzman  is 
producing  and  directing  for  state-right 
release. 

"Bullalo  Bill"  on  Sherman 
Lineup  lor  Paramount 

Tlie  life  and  adventures  of  Buffalo  Bill 
will  be  brought  to  the  screen  as  a Para- 
mount release  by  Producer  Harry  Sher- 
man, who  has  purchased  “Pahaska,  or  the 
Life  of  Buffalo  Bill”  and  “Buffalo  Bill, 
Frontiersman,”  from  Capt.  Frank  Winch. 

Winch  was  associated  with  the  famous 
frontier  scout  for  more  than  30  years. 
Sherman  will  combine  the  two  stories  into 
one  high-budgeted  outdoor  feature,  with 
Harrison  Jacobs  assigned  to  script. 

Warner  Doing  Ten  Shorts 
On  Ten  Commandments 

Warner  has  begun  preparations  on  a 
new  series  of  short  subjects,  based  on  the 
Ten  Commandments.  Ten  one-reelers  will 
be  made  under  the  supervision  of  Gordon 
Hollingshead,  the  first  to  be  “Thou  Shalt 
Have  No  Other  Gods  Before  Me,”  which 
Charles  Tedford  is  scripting  for  an  April 
15  start. 


Mintzs  First  Meg  Job  Is 
"Streets  of  New  York" 

With  Jack  Mintz,  former  writer,  pilot- 
ing as  his  first  directorial  chore.  Mono- 
gram is  scheduled  to  roll  “Streets  of  New 
York,”  Jackie  Cooper  starrer.  W.  T.  Lackey 
produces,  the  film  being  the  final  of  three 
Cooper  pictures  for  the  studio.  Robert 
Andrews  did  the  original  screen  play. 


Dix  as  "Grant" 

Richard  Dix  has  been  given  the  title 
role  in  “The  Life  of  General  Grant,”  add- 
ed to  Republic’s  spring  production  sche- 
dule as  a top  budgeter  to  follow  “Man  of 
Conquest,”  currently  before  the  cameras 
with  Dix  starred. 


Metro  Assigns  Hyman 

Bernard  Hyman  has,  been  assigned  by 
Metro  to  produce  “Guns  and  Fiddles.” 
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Feed  Cameras  at 
A Steady  Face 

Hollywood’s  production  speed  remains 
practically  unchanged.  Beginning  of  the 
week  found  37  rolling  and  another  dozen 
in  the  pits,  ready  to  go. 

Metro  has  ten  in  work,  including  “Call- 
ing Dr.  Kildare”  and  “Penthouse”  as  new 
starts.  Paramount,  gunning  “The  Island 
of  Lost  Men”  and  “Campus  Dormitory,” 
follows  with  eight.  20th  Century-Pox  and 
Warner  each  are  filming  seven,  the  West- 
w'ood  studio  starting  “Police  School”  and 
Warner  gunning  “The  Old  Maid.” 

Universal  rolled  “The  Family  Next  Door” 
to  register  a six-picture  total.  Four  are 
in  work  at  Republic,  including  a new  un- 
titled “Three  Mesquiteers”  western.  Mono- 
gram was  set  to  break  an  idle  spell  by 
sending  “Boys’  Reformatory”  into  produc- 
tion. 

Columbia  and  RKO  Radio,  each  with 
three  in  work,  scheduled  no  new  starts. 
United  Artists  has  two  in  work,  Samuel 
Goldwyn  having  sent  “Wuthering  Heights” 
into  the  cutting  room. 

Pivar  Signed  to  Produce 
Seven  Alien  Starrers 

Ben  Pivar  has  been  signed  to  produce 
the  series  of  seven  outdoor  action  features 
which  Universal  will  make  starring  Rich- 
ard Axlen  for  the  1939-40  slate.  First  ve- 
hicle rolls  April  1.  Andy  Devine  will  ap- 
pear as  Arlen’s  sidekick  throughout  the 
group. 


Sets  Skater  s Starrer 

Sol  Lesser  has  set  “Everything’s  on  Ice” 
as  the  first  starring  vehicle  for  Irene  Dare, 
child  skating  wizard.  Abraham  Landis  and 
Sherman  Lowe  are  on  the  script  and  Les- 
ser has  purchased  an  ice  rink  to  be  set 
up  on  one  of  his  soimd  stages.  Irene  has 
been  studying  dramatics  at  the  Pasadena 
Playhouse  for  the  past  several  months. 


Steinmetz  Film  Next 

Another  in  the  biographical  cycle  is  in 
preparation  at  20th  Century-Pox,  based 
on  the  life  of  Charles  Proteus  Steinmetz, 
electrical  genius  and  inventor.  It  will  fol- 
low “Alexander  Graham  Bell,”  now  vir- 
tually completed. 


Second  lor  Rogers 

Charles  R.  Rogers  has  signed  with  Para- 
mount to  produce  a second  feature  follow- 
ing “The  Star  Maker.”  Rogers  has  pur- 
chased “Omr  Neighbors — the  Carters”  from 
Renaud  Hoffman  and  has  signed  Arthur 
Caesar  to  script. 


Meg  to  Griiiith 

Paramount  has  signed  Edward  H.  Grif- 
fith to  direct  “Are  Husbands  Necessary?” 
co-starring  Madeleine  Carroll  and  Fred 
MacMurray.  Jeff  Lazarus  produces  and 
Virginia  Van  Upp  is  on  the  script.  Film 
is  slotted  for  a March  start. 


Plays  ....  Possibilities 


New  York — The  play  market,  its  ups 
and  dovms  as  reflected  in  the  new  offer- 
ings and  their  appraisal  by  the  critics: 

^^Mrs.  O'Brien  Entertains” 

Number  63.  Comedy  in  three  acts  by 
Harry  T.  Madden.  Settings  and  costumes 
by  Joe  Mielziner.  Staged  and  produced 
by  George  Abbott.  The  play  opened  at 
the  Lyceum,  February  8 with  these  prin- 
cipals in  the  cast:  Harry  Shannon,  Gene 
Tierney,  Marie  Brown,  James  Lane,  Rob- 
ert Conrey,  Paul  Ballantyne,  Walter  Kin- 
sella,  Kirk  Brown,  Maureen  McManus, 
Richard  Keene.  The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — Add 
equal  parts  of  “Abie’s  Irish  Rose”  and 
“The  American  Way,”  stir  weU  and  you 
have  “Mrs.  O’Brien  Entertains”  ...  It 
may  not  be  art  . . . but  it’s  aU-fired  funny. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (two  stars 
plus) — The  playing  is  spirited  and  loud. 
There  is  a hearty  and  blustering  perform- 
ance by  Harry  Shannon  ... 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
. . . the  third  act  patriotic  paean  is 
shamelessly  tacked  on  to  a shoddy  comedy 
to  save  it.  While  the  tribute  to  the  Irish 
consists  of  showing  a portrait  gallery  of 
the  most  unpleasant  Celts  to  be  found 
outside  of  a comic  strip  . . . Gene  Tierney 
was  a pleasure  to  watch.  I congratulate 
Mr.  Abbott  for  discovering  her,  if  not  for 
producing  a play. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — It 
is  full  of  high  spirits  and  loud  talk  and 
now  and  then  it  strikes  a humor  worthy  of 
its  vivid  subject  matter  . . . 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — . . . cartoon 
of  life  among  the  immigrants  ...  in  1848 
. . . The  whole  business  reminded  us  of  a 
performance  by  the  Stephen  Decatur  So- 
ciety to  raise  funds  for  new  clubrooms. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — . . . formless 
as  a jelly  fish  and  unrealistic  as  a car- 
toon . . . And  in  spite  of  all  this  it  is  ro- 
bust and  hearty  and  often  full  of  fun. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — It  is  uproar 
and  hokum.  Probably  “Mrs.  OBrien  En- 
tertains” will  turn  out  to  be  the  “Hellza- 
poppln”  of  the  intellectual  drama. 

George  Ross,  World-Telegram — You  can 
call  it  “Abie’s  Irish  Rose”  and  not  be  far 
from  wrong  . . . there  are  not  too  many 
giddy  and  raucously  funny  moments  . . . 
But  there  are  enough  to  put  any  non- 
resistent  playgoer  in  a cheerful  frame  of 
mind. 

"Stars  in  Your  Eyes” 

This  is  Number  64.  Musical  comedy  in 
two  acts.  Book  by  J.  P.  McEvoy,  lyrics  by 
Dorothy  Field,  for  tunes  by  Arthur 
Schwartz.  Joshua  Logan  staged  in  set- 
tings by  Joe  Mielziner.  Carl  Randall  did 
the  choreography  and  John  Hambleton, 
the  costumes.  Dwight  Deere  Wiman  pro- 
duced at  the  Majestic  on  February  9.  Cast 
includes  Ethel  Merman,  Jimmy  Durante, 
Tamara  Toumanova,  Richard  Carlson, 
Mildred  Natwick  and  Dawn  Roland.  The 
critics : 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — That  Merman- 


Durante  team  is  immense.  La  Toumanova, 
a recruit  from  the  ranks  of  the  Monte 
Carlo  Ballet  Russe,  has  plenty  of  “it”  and 
she  dances  superbly  ...  a superior  musical. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (three  stars) — . . . 
better  than  average  libretto  and  a star- 
studded  cast  . . . exposes  the  making  of 
stars  and  moving  pictures.  It  is  Holly- 
wood under  the  glass  . . . 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — ...  a pleas- 
ant addition  to  the  season’s  list  of  musical 
comedies  ...  I must  say  that  I have 
heard  better  scores  from  Arthur  Schwartz, 
but  his  current  contribution  is  a lively, 
tuneful  and  pleasing  one  . . . and  sup- 
plies Miss  Merman  with  several  attractive 
numbers  . . . Mildred  Natwick,  that  ex- 
cellent actress,  is  of  vast  assistance  , . . 
Durante  . . . works  as  dihgently,  as  en- 
thusiastically and  as  magnificently  as 
ever,  adding  humor,  pace  and  excitement 
to  everyihing  he  does  ...  he  is  wonderful. 
So  is  Miss  Merman  . . . Toumanova  is  at- 
tractive as  the  heroine  and,  of  course, 
dances  superbly  ...  A young  performer 
named  Dawn  Roland  is  also  pleasant  and 
attractive. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — ...  a large, 
lavish  and  handsome  musical  show  that  is 
generously  good  to  the  eye  and  ear  . . . 
It  develops  a little  plot  trouble  from  time 
to  time,  and  in  the  funny  bone  depart- 
ment isn’t  aU  it  might  be,  but  with  Miss 
Merman  and  H Sclmozzola  around,  it 
finally  makes  the  grade  ...  It  is,  how- 
ever, Miss  Merman’s  show  . . . 

J.  M.  B.,  Post, — . . . funny  most  of  the 
time  and  the  performances  provide  so 
much  variety  that  there  is  certain  to  be 
something  to  please  even  the  most  hard- 
ened musical  comedy  hater.  It  may  seem 
impossible,  but  . . . Ethel  Merman  last 
night  achieved  the  not  inconsiderable  feat 
of  out-Mermaning  Merman  . . . His 
( Durante ’s)  efforts  last  night  as  the 
studio’s  chief  idea  man  were  generally 
comical  ...  To  say  Mile.  Toumanova  was 
one  of  the  most  dazzling  figures  in  (the 
ballet)  is  merely  to  repeat  what  every 
balletomane  knows.  It  is  seldom  that  a 
Broadway  musical  comedy  is  graced  with 
the  dancing  now  on  view  at  the  Majestic. 

R.  L.,  Sun — And  it  stands  in  evident 
need  of  polishing  . . . But  there  is  not  much 
point  in  going  into  aU  that,  because  it  has 
Miss  Merman  and  Mr.  Durante  in  it  and 
nobody  in  his  senses  would  want  to  miss 
the  gay  antics  of  that  pair. 

B.  A.,  Times — Let  Ethel  Merman  and 
Jimmy  Durante  step  forward  and  receive 
any  prizes  that  may  be  handy  . . . they 
give  the  gustiest  performance  of  their  ca- 
reers ...  It  is  a handsome  show  . . . and  a 
lively  one  ...  If  Miss  Merman  and  Mr. 
Durante  take  the  prizes,  everyone  else  is 
entitled  to  a bow  and  a regular  varsity 
yell. 

G.  R.,  World-Telegram — . . . add  it  to 
the  season’s  barrel  of  fun  ...  a jubilant, 
handsome  and  expensive  show  . . . For 
hitching  Miss  Mrman  and  the  demonaical 
Durante  in  a musical  show  was  nothing 
short  of  a stroke  of  genius  on  the  part  of 
somebody. 
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Interstate  Decision  Cheers  A Steady  Product 

West  Coast  Independents  piovy  GN's  Aim 


Los  Angeles — The  supreme  court  deci- 
sion sustaining  anti-trust  charges  against 
major  distributors  and  the  Interstate  cir- 
cuit of  Texas,  handed  down  this  week, 
brought  forth  no  official  comment  or  re- 
action from  either  the  producei’S  associa- 
tion in  Hollywood,  heads  of  the  various  ex- 
changes here  nor  Fox  West  Coast,  largest 
theatre  circuit  in  this  territory. 

Only  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  Southern  California  and  Arizona  ex- 
pressed an  opinion.  Here  Robert  Poole, 
general  secretary,  hailed  the  high  tribu- 
nal’s action  as  a triumph  for  independent 
exhibitors  in  their  disputes  with  the  cir- 
cuits and  major  distributors. 

“The  rights  of  the  independents  are 
being  recognized  and  appreciated,”  Poole 
said,  “although,  of  course,  the  court’s  deci- 
sion does  not  affect  us  locally.” 

Declaring  that  the  supreme  court’s  ac- 
tion affects  the  industry  as  a whole  and 
not,  specifically,  the  production  com- 
panies, spokesmen  for  the  producers  asso- 
ciation asserted  no  local  cognizance  would 
be  taken  thereof  and  that  the  matter  was 
one  purely  for  the  consideration  of  the 
major  companies’  New  York  offices. 

Unofficially  in  production  circles,  the 
Texas  decision  has  had  a tendency  to 
diminish  the  few  rays  of  sunshine  that 
have  been  in  evidence  recently  regarding 
the  possibility  that  the  dual  billing  situa- 
tion may  be  remedied — prompted  through 
the  initiation  by  Loew’s,  Inc.,  in  New  York, 
of  a single-bill  policy  in  its  Ziegfeld  The- 
atre there  and  the  announcement  that 
the  experiment,  if  successful,  would  be  ex- 
tended to  o-her  theatres  in  the  circuit. 

As  a protective  measure,  a number  of 
production  companies,  including  Warners 
and  M-G-M,  announced  they  were  giving 
increased  attention  to  their  short  subjects 
schedules  in  the  event  single-billing  again 
becomes  general  exhibition  practice. 

FWC  officials  also  stayed  in  the  clear 
by  pointing  out  that  neither  it  nor  its 
parent  company.  National  Theatres,  were 
involved  and  that,  consequently,  FWC’s 
exhibition  policies  are  naturally  unaf- 
fected. 

Exchange  heads  here  likewise  shifted 
the  responsibility  for  issuing  statements  or 
taking  any  other  action  to  their  distribu- 
tion headquarters  in  New  York. 


Galston  and  Poole 
Wait  for  Draft 

Los  Angeles — Although  the  text  of  the 
second  trade  practice  draft  was  printed 
in  the  February  4 issue  of  Boxoffice,  Pres- 
ident Albert  Galston  and  Secretary  Robert 
Poole  of  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
of  So.  Calif,  and  Ai’iz.,  report  they  have 
not,  as  yet,  received  their  official  copy 
thereof  from  the  New  York  committee — 
and  that,  consequently,  no  action  can  yet 
be  taken  by  the  organization. 

Poole  declared  it  was  his  rmderstanding 
the  draft  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
distributor  committee’s  lawyers,  and  main- 
tained he  did  not  expect  to  be  sent  a copy 
of  it  until  early  next  month.  At  that  time, 
the  ITO  secretary  declared,  it  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  board  of  directors  for  either 
approval  or  rejection. 

Poole  and  Galston  were  the  ITO’s  rep- 
resentatives when,  some  weeks  ago,  the 
exliibitor-distributor  committee  re-con- 
vened to  make  revisions  and  amendments 
to  a previously  drafted,  but  rejected,  code 
of  practice. 


Construction  Starts  Soon 
On  Village,  Claremont 

Claremont,  Cal.  — Construction  starts 
within  a few  weeks  on  the  Village  Thea- 
tre, a 500-seater,  to  open  about  April  15 
under  the  management  of  Richard  L.  Bare, 
operator  of  the  Filmarte  in  Carmel.  The 
new  house  will  book  single-bill,  with  no 
stimulators,  screening  both  Eui'opean  and 
American  pictures. 

The  Claremont  Colleges  are  supporting 
the  venture  and  will  exercise  supervision 
over  the  programs,  changing  twice  weekly. 
Sumner  Spaulding,  of  Los  Angeles,  is  the 
architect. 


Frank  Perley  Guides  Esquire 

Los  Angeles — Frank  Perley  has  taken 
over  as  manager  of  Herbert  Rosener’s 
Esquire  Theatre. 


New  York  — GN’s  feature  production 
structm’e  is  due  for  a revamp. 

Apprehensive  lest  his  sole  two  production 
sources  should,  for  whatever  reason,  fall 
behind  schedule,  E.  W.  Hammons,  GN 
president,  informs  Boxoffice  he  is  enter- 
taining a “unit  basis”  plan  to  assure  steady 
flow  of  product. 

His  plan  is  to  accept  proposals  from  a 
few  “reputable”  independent  producers. 
Their  efforts  would  not  increase  GN’s  line- 
up numerically,  but  would  relieve  Pine 
Arts  and  Arcadia  from  maintaining  such 
a high-geared  schedule. 

To  this  end,  Hammons  either  goes  to  the 
coast  next  week  or  Jack  Skirball,  produc- 
tion head,  comes  east  from  Hollywood.  Al- 
though Skirball  may  not  remain  here,  if  he 
does  come  on,  beyond  the  production 
conference  period,  he  will,  in  the  future, 
“shuttle”  between  New  York  and  Holly- 
wood in  order  to  keep  an  eye  on  contem- 
plated eastern  production  as  well  as  coast 
studio  developments,  Hammons  adds. 

Grand  National  now  has  in  production 
“Everything  Happens  to  Ann,”  featur- 
ing Heather  Angel,  with  A1  Chilstie  direct- 
ing. Film  has  a 20-day  production  sched- 
ule and  is  listed  as  a farce  comedy. 

Next  to  go  will  be  either  Coronado  Pic- 
tm-es’  fourth  singing  cowgirl  western,  for 
GN  release,  or  the  first  in  GN’s  series  of 
six  musical  sagebrushers  starring  Max 
Baer.  The  ex-champion  boxer  was  due  in 
Hollywood  this  week  to  prepare  for  cam- 
era work.  Sam  Newfield  will  direct  the 
initialer. 

Edward  Alperson,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  GN  sales,  is  on  the  coast  after 
a lengthy  swing  around  the  company’s 
domestic  exchange.  He  pulls  out  again 
in  a few  days  to  continue  his  tour. 

Steve  Sezkely,  Hungarian  director  re- 
cently signed  to  a long-termer,  will  direct 
“Miracle  of  Main  Street,”  by  Samuel  Or- 
nitz  and  Boris  Ingster,  as  his  first  aissign- 
ment.  Story  has  a Los  Angeles  locale. 


Universal's  Western 
Drive  February  27 

Los  Angeles — Universal’s  William  Heine- 
man  playdate  drive,  for  the  territory 
west  of  Chicago,  gets  under  way  February 
27,  running  until  April  22.  Exchanges  will 
compete  for  a $300  first  prize,  $200  second 
award  and  third  prize  of  $50. 


Bards  Will  Build 

Los  Angeles — Mike  and  Lou  Bard  have 
announced  plans  to  build  a new  800-seat 
theatre  at  Crenshaw  and  28th  St.  They 
already  operate  the  Adams  and  Bard’s  in 
Pasadena. 


Dunnigan  Expands 

Blythe,  Ariz. — Bob  Dimnigan  has  pur- 
chased the  Liberty  Theatre  from  Halligan- 
Todd  Theatres.  Dunnigan  also  owns  the 
Rio  here. 


Law  Quits  Metro  Probe 

Los  Angeles — Like  the  legendary  Arab,  Albert  J.  Law  and  his  corps  of  special 
government  investigators  have  struck  camp  and  ceased  operations  in  the  M-G-M 
exchange  after  spending  two  weeks  in  strict  silence  probing  office  records. 

Law,  pursuing  his  usual  closed-mouth  tactics,  would  not  commit  himself  as  to 
whether  the  probe  has  been  completed  or  whether  he  and  his  G-men  aides  would 
return  for  further  delvings.  Their  latest  visit  to  Filmrow  came  as  a surprise  after 
they  had  wound  up  a lengthy  stay  last  fall. 

In  the  earher  probe  Law  and  his  assistants  looked  into  the  transactions  and 
financial  records  of  every  major  exchange  and  Fox  West  coast  headquarters  in  con- 
nection with  complaints  lodged  with  the  government  by  independent  exhibitors  and 
distributors  that  the  majors  were  violating  anti-trust  laws. 


GO-B 
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. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 

LET  FREEDOM  RING  (M-G-M)— Leo's  initial 
contribution  to  the  industry's  Americaniza- 
tion campaign,  a lusty,  action-crammed 
saga  of  winning  the  west.  Star-spangled 
cast  headed  by  a new  Nelson  Eddy  as  a 
two-fisted  pioneer  who  sings  and  fights 
with  equal  gusto.  Which  factors  plus 
patriotic  theme  should  make  it  a sure  win- 
ner. Harry  Rapf  produced;  Jack  Conway 
directed. 

STAR  REPORTER  (Mono) — Entertaining  melo- 
drama with  newspaperman  bagging  politi- 
cal hookup  with  crime.  Plenty  of  compli- 
cations with  Warren  Hull  turning  in  favor- 
able performance  with  rest  of  cast.  E.  B. 
Derr  produced;  Howard  Bretherton  directed. 

WINNER  TAKE  ALL  (20th-Fox)  — Packs 
featherweight  punch  as  innocuous  story 
of  prize  ring,  with  Tony  Martin  getting  an 
unconvincing  buildup  as  a two-fisted 
fighter,  minus  his  usual  chores.  Strictly 
routine  throughout  and  geared  for  the 
lower  brackets.  Jerry  Hoffman,  produced; 
Otto  Brower  directed. 

YOU  CAN'T  CHEAT  AN  HONEST  MAN 
(Univ) — Cheats  not  one  whit  on  the  super- 
abundance of  laughs  indicated  by  top- 
notch  comedy  cast  headed  by  W.  C.  Fields 
and  Charlie  McCarthy.  A three-ring  cir- 
cus of  gags  and  guffaws,  the  picture  is  a 
cinch  for  acclaim  among  the  season's 
lighter  film  fare  leaders.  Lester  Cowan  pro- 
duced; George  Marshall  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


1 V llE  IR 

'^OT.  LOUIS  BLUES”  packed  the  Denham 
repeatedly  and  is  being  held  a second 
week.  Result-getting  campaign  by  Man- 
ager Dave  Cockrill  and  his  crew  respons- 
ible for  the  big  gross.  Personal  popularity 
here  of  Dorothy  Lamour  helped  a lot,  too. 
She  appeared  here  before  she  married 
Herbie  Kay — ^sang  with  his  orchestra  at 
the  Silver  Glade. 

The  Civic  Theatres  have  added  a furni- 
ture Bank  Night.  Starting  with  $100  worth 
of  furniture,  07ie  number  will  be  drawn, 
and  if  the  winner  is  not  present,  the  liv- 
ing room  suite  offered  will  be  added  to 
$100  worth  of  other  furniture  a week 
later.  The  American  Furniture  Co.  here  is 
cooperating . 

Jack  Davis  is  now  chief  of  service  at  the 
Orpheum,  succeeding  Dave  Allen,  who  is 
at  the  Alpine  as  manager  . . . Judy  Finch, 
inspectress  at  the  Commercial  Film  ex- 
change, lost  $15.50  to  a boy  who  wandered 
into  the  exchange.  While  she  was  absent 
a minute,  he  grabbed  her  coin  purse  and 
ran.  Police  recovered  $3.40,  and  Judy 
says  she  will  keep  her  money  in  sight  here- 
after. 


jyjETRO  exchange  employes  attended  a 
screening  of  “Huckleberry  Finn”  and 
“Four  Girls  in  White”  in  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox office  projection  room  Monday 
night  . . . Jim  Schiller,  Metro  exploiteer, 
went  and  caught  himself  a severe  cold 
during  a recent  business  jaunt  to  San 
Diego  . . . Spending  the  winter  in  Hunt- 
ington Park,  Mel  Todd,  former  exhibitor 
of  Cheyenne  and  Caspar,  Wyo.,  dropped 
in  to  visit  friends  along  Filmrow. 

The  Majestic  Distributing  Corp.  screened 
a pair  of  old-timers,  “Indiscreet,”  with 
Gloria  Swanson,  and  “Reaching  for  the 
Moon,”  starring  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr., 
for  Dave  Ross,  manager  of  the  Filmarte 
Theatre  in  Hollywood.  Pictures  were  un- 
wound at  the  theatre  after  the  regular 
show.  The  Filmarte  has  a revival  policy. 

Jack  Goldman  of  the  Pico  Theatre  left 
for  San  Francisco  to  attend  the  opening  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Exposition  . . . Charity 
Day  at  Santa  Anita  found  Irving  Carlin, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  O’Keefe,  George 
Browne  and  other  local  exhibitors  plac- 
ing their  bets. 

In  for  bookings:  Frank  Ullman  of  the 
Broadivay,  El  Centro;  L.  A.  Williams,  the 
Meralta,  Downey;  Glenn  Harper,  Corona, 
Corona;  Fred  Hersehon  of  the  Trojan; 
Hugh  Bruen  of  the  Whittier,  Wardman 
and  Roxy  in  Whittier;  Frank  Johnston 
from  the  Washington,  Pasadena;  Judge 
Roy  Pawley,  Desert  Theatre,  Indio;  Ralph 
Perkins,  Victorville  Theatre,  Victorville; 
Nate  Shineberg  of  the  Van  Nuys,  Van 
Nuys;  C.  A.  Ferry,  Granada,  Alhambra; 
Mrs.  Jennie  Dodge,  the  Mission,  Ventura; 
Mrs.  Christine  Armour  of  the  Majestic, 
Santa  Monica. 

Most  of  Filmrow ’s  exchanges  shut  up 
shop  at  noon  on  Monday,  their  employes 
being  given  the  rest  of  the  day  off  to  cele- 
brate, in  their  devious  ways,  the  birthday 
of  President  Lincoln.  RKO  Radio,  Colum- 
bia, 20th  Century-Fox,  United  Artists, 
Warner,  Majestic  and  the  Fox  West  Coast 
headquarters  all  put  up  the  shutters,  while 
Universal,  Paramount,  Republic  and 
Monogram  stayed  open  for  business. 

Booking  visitors:  Pete  Slmos,  in  from 
the  Virginia  Theatre,  Bakersfield;  Frank 
Fouce,  of  the  California  and  Roosevelt, 
local  houses;  George  Bourke,  Sawtelle, 
Sawtelle;  Jules  Wolf,  of  the  Lincoln;  Fred 
Siegel,  in  from  his  Palomar  Theatre  in 
Oceanside;  Ned  Calvi,  Plaza,  Hawthorne. 

In  for  bookings:  Howard  Sheehan,  of 
the  Vogue,  Hollywood  . . . H.  C.  Monroe, 
the  Ritz,  Long  Beach  . . . Ernie  Silcox,  the 
Studio,  Studio  City  . . . A.  L.  Sanborn,  of 
the  Rialto,  El  Monte  . . . Ray  Robbins,  who 
runs  the  Watts  and  Linda  in  Watts  . . . 
Frank  Plumlee,  booker  for  Louis  Long’s 
18-theatre  circuit  with  headquarters  in 
Safford,  Arizona  . . . BiU  Bramen,  of  the 
Temple  and  Studio  in  San  Bernardino. 

Glen  Bast  has  closed  his  Del  Mar  The- 
atre, in  Carpinteria,  temporarily  . . . D.  J. 
MacNerney,  manager  of  United  Artists’ 
San  Francisco  exchange,  visiting  locally 
. . . Rollin  Gunderson,  shipping  clerk  at 


UA,  back  at  work  after  undergoing  an  ap- 
pendectomy. He  is  the  son  of  Guy  Gunder- 
son, UA  salesman  . . . Fred  Gage,  UA 
salesman,  off  to  Arizona  on  a business 
jaunt. 

Metro  staged  a trade  showing  of  “Hono- 
lulu” at  the  20th  Century-Fox  exchange, 
and  United  Artists  exhibited  “Stagecoach” 
to  the  trade  at  the  Fox  Boulevard  The- 
atre . . . A.  H.  Blank,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
exhibitor,  has  returned  home  after  a three- 
week  vacation  here  . . . Norman  Bosley, 
formerly  of  Monogram’s  sales  staff,  is 
now  running  a confectionery  next  door  to 
the  Clinton  Theatre  on  Western  Avenue 
. . . B.  F.  Shearer  has  returned  to  his 
Seattle,  Wash.,  headquarters  after  spend- 
ing two  weeks  here  on  business. 

Joe  Venable  of  the  Manny-Venable  cir- 
cuit has  returned  from  a trip  to  San 
Francisco  . . . Arthur  O’Connell,  Universal 
salesman  in  Denver,  is  in  for  a vacation, 
with  Mrs.  O’Connell  and  their  two  daugh- 
ters . . . Bill  Aldous,  former  Universal 
salesman  here,  was  here  on  a visit. 

In  booking:  George  Gotlieb  of  the 
Granada;  Jack  Cohen  of  the  Rampart; 
Alfred  Olander,  the  Vogue  in  Montebello 
and  the  Bonita  here;  Hugh  Bruen  of  the 
Whittier,  Wardman  and  Roxy  in  Whit- 
tier; Gail  Mullins  and  Harry  Nace  jr., 
Nace-Publix  circuit,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Wil- 
liam A.  Sobelman,  Victor;  Herbert  Shutte, 
Barton,  San  Pedro;  Tommy  Huntington, 
booker  for  the  Keogh  circuit,  San  Diego; 
Bill  Woodworth,  Belmont,  Belmont  Shores, 
near  Long  Beach;  Grover  Smith,  Roxy- 
Cosmo,  Glendale. 

Fox  West  Coast  turned  over  its  Fairfax 
Theatre  to  the  Los  Angeles  Chapter  of 
Hadassah,  Jewish  social  group,  for  its  an- 
nual theatre  party.  Program  consisted  of 
“Topper  Takes  a Trip”  and  the  March  of 
Time  reel,  “Hitler’s  Purge.”  Two  full 
shows  were  required  to  accommodate  all 
those  attending. 

Southern  California’s  cold  snap  is  do- 
ing the  boxoffice  no  good,  according  to 
the  bad  business  reports  brought  in  to 
Filmrow  by  booking  visitors.  Among  the 
showmen  in  to  acquire  product  were  Rus- 
sell Clampitt  of  the  Trona,  Trona;  Har- 
vey Levinson,  the  Cozy  Theatre;  Harry 
Goldfarb,  who  runs  the  National  in  Na- 
tional City;  Mondy  Sondy  of  the  Kiva; 
George  Bourke,  operator  of  the  Nuart  and 
Tivoli  in  Sawtelle;  Ned  Calvi  of  the  Plaza 
and  Rex,  Hawthorne,  and  the  Lomita,  Lo- 
mita;  Dave  Cantor  of  the  Park,  York  and 
Royale;  Ben  Peskay  of  the  Palms,  Palms. 

Ollie  Wog,  Universal  salesman,  has  re- 
turned from  a four-week  selling  trip 
through  Arizona  . . . Clayton  Lynch, 
M-G-M  office  manager,  is  on  a two-week 
vacation  . . . Seth  Perkins,  who  operates 
the  San-Val  Drive-in  in  Burbank,  is  re- 
covering from  a bad  cold  and  nursing  a 
stiff  neck. 

Other  visitors:  Paul  Glick  of  the  Canoga, 
Canoga  Park;  Bill  Knotts  of  the  Covina, 
Covina;  Mrs.  E.  Stein,  operator  of  the  Rio; 
Manny  Hoffman  of  the  Avalon. 
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^ HE  A T ir  IL  IE 

^WO  HUNDRED  delegates  are  expected 
to  attend  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Regional  National 
Theatre  Conference,  opening  a three-day 
session  this  week.  In  addition  scores  of 
University  and  Seattle  drama  teachers 
have  been  asked  to  attend.  A schedule  of 
plays,  round  tables,  and  social  functions 
will  crowd  every  minute  of  the  meeting. 
All  Seattle  theatres  are  cooperating  in  the 
program  for  the  delegates. 

Mary  Eder,  bookkeeper  for  Republic,  is 
back  at  her  desk  after  being  away  for  the 
past  few  months  following  a major  opera- 
tion. Mary  looks  fine  . . . Eddie  Walton  is 
home  with  a throat  infection.  In  fact,  his 
whole  family  is  suffering  with  the  same 
. . . King  Trimble  who  has  been  here  for 
the  past  few  weeks  doing  some  special 
sales  work  for  Universal  has  gone  back  to 
his  own  bailiivick  in  San  Francisco. 

Bonnie,  sister  of  Ted  Gamble,  went  to 
Portland  to  join  the  big  family  gathering 
in  honor  of  Ted’s  birthday.  His  mother 
came  up  from  San  Francisco  for  the  big 
doings.  Ted  is  general  manager  for  the 
J.  J.  Parker  enteiijrises  in  Portland  and 
he  is  the  oldest-young  looking  executive 
in  this  neck  of  the  woods  . . . “Gunga 
Din”  is  getting  a swell  campaigning  in 
these  parts  and  the  boy  responsible  is  Paul 
Snell,  who  came  by  plane  from  Hollywood 
to  handle  the  job. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Newman  sr.,  are 
back  from  their  trip  to  Hollywood.  Mrs. 
Newman  has  been  staying  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Pandro  Berman,  the  past  month 
since  her  trip  to  Honolulu  . . . Gladys 
Shaw  of  the  veterans’  hospital  in  Ta- 
coma on  the  Row  doing  the  booking  and 
making  sure  the  product  is  suitable  for 
the  boys  . . . Mariam  Dickey,  secretary  to 
Captain  Lathrop,  was  here  from  Alaska  to 
aid  the  Cap  in  his  buying  and  booking  for 
his  chain  in  the  North. 

Harry  Taylor,  coast  division  head  for 
National  Screen  Service,  held  a sales  con- 
ference in  Jack  Flannery’s  headquarters 
with  A.  J.  Sullivan,  salesman  in  eastern 
Washington  and  Montana,  and  Herb  Cass 
of  the  Oregon  territory  in  attendance 
. . . Paramount  also  was  in  sales  confer- 
ence, with  Division  Manager  Charles 
Regand  and  District  Manager  George 
Smith  conducting.  In  addition  to  Morrie 
Segel  and  his  local  staff,  A1  Anderson 
came  in  from  Portland  with  his  salesmen 
George  DeWaide,  Glen  Broger  and  Lon 
Stang.  Glen  Haviland  came  over  from 
Spokane  to  be  on  hand. 

Earl  Nelson,  cameraman  for  Universal, 
took  his  baby  to  the  hospital  for  an  ap- 
pendectomy . . . Mrs.  L.  O.  Lukan  has  gone 
to  Portland,  where  she  will  stay  for  a 
couple  of  weeks  visiting  her  daughter  and 
son-in-law.  Bill  Cunningham. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN"  Facts 

The  Exhibitor  who  owns  them,  wouldn’t 
trade  two  Burch  machines  in  his  lobbies, 

“For  another  Theatre’’ 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 


Paralysis  Campaign 
Doubles  Income 

Los  Angeles — Approximately  $34,000 — 
twice  as  much  as  was  turned  in  last  year 
— was  collected  in  theatres  in  this  area 
during  the  infantile  paralysis  drive,  virtu- 
ally complete  tabulations  reveal. 

Of  this  amount.  Fox  West  Coast’s  local 
first-run  and  neighborhood  houses  in 
southern  California  contributed  $30,000. 
The  balance  came  from  unaffiliated  the- 
atres in  Southern  California  and  Arizona 
and  was  cleared  through  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners. 

FWC  headquarters  here  were  also  in 
receipt  of  $7,000  garnered  in  the  circuit’s 
Montana  and  Arizona  houses;  $12,000 
from  FWC  and  affiliated  theatres  in  Ore- 
gon, Washington  and  northern  Califor- 
nia: and  another  $12,000  from  indepen- 
dent operators  in  the  northwest  territory. 
Grand  total  for  the  Pacific  Coast,  plus 
Arizona  and  Montana,  thus  stands  at  ap- 
proximately $65,000. 

FWC’s  first-run  theatres  here — the 
Chinese,  State,  Wilshire  and  United 
Artists — collected  more  than  $6,000.  The 
Paramount  Theatre,  downtown  first-run, 
turned  in  $1,300.  The  Downtown  The- 
atres group — Orpheum,  Rialto,  Tower, 
Palace  and  Newsreel — accounted  for  $2,300. 

Warner’s  theatres  did  not  participate  in 
the  drive,  the  company’s  donation  to  the 
fund  being  made  by  its  New  York  offices. 

The  money  has  been  turned  over  to 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  California  chairman 
of  the  paralysis  campaign,  by  Charles  A. 
Buckley,  FWC  legal  head,  who  acted  as 
clearing  agent. 


SAILT  ILAKIE 

^ALTER  BRANSON  and  Harry  C.  Cohn, 
RKO  Radio  homeoffice  representa- 
tives, were  in  Salt  Lake  City  last  week  to 
conduct  a sales  meeting  in  connection 
with  the  RKO  drive  which  ends  June  2 
and  which  opened  January  28.  They  will 
be  in  Portland,  Seattle  and  Los  Angeles, 
after  leaving  here,  according  to  Branch 
Manager  H.  C.  Fuller  of  the  local  exchange. 

All  of  the  local  Paramount  salesmen  were 
in  for  a sales  meeting  which  was  held  the 
first  part  of  the  week  . . . J.  F.  O’Donnell, 
traveling  auditor  for  Monogram,  paid  the 
local  exchange  a visit  . . . R.  R.  Boomer, 
western  district  manager  for  Motiograph, 
was  another  visitor,  calling  on  Service 
Theatre  Supply.  He  will  accompany  O.  J. 
Hazen  on  a swing  through  the  key  centers 
of  the  territory. 

An  attempted  holdup  of  the  Price  The- 
atre at  Price,  Utah,  failed  when  the  cash- 
ier, Mrs.  Jeanette  Cances,  was  able  to  no- 
tify an  usher  to  call  the  police.  The  rob- 
ber fled,  but  later  was  apprehended. 

Carl  Veseth,  operator  of  five  houses  in 
Montana,  was  a local  visitor,  en  route  to 
a California  vacation  . . . Jack  Rue,  for- 
merly branch  manager  for  Universal,  is  re- 
portedly joining  the  Sheffield- Republic 
offices  here. 


COLUMBIA’S  Jimmie  Beale  has  pur- 
chased a new  home  . . . Mose  Mesher 
watching  Don  Sterling,  managing  editor 
of  the  Journal,  cross  the  street  in  front  of 
the  Orpheum  Theatre  building  . , . Ron 
Harrington  denying  everything  lest  his 
name  appear  in  print  . . . Sammy  Siegel 
staying  over  to  promote  a couple  of  UA 
productions. 

Mose  Mesher,  Hamrick-Evergreen  ad- 
vertising head,  in  Seattle  during  the  week 
on  business  . . . Johnny  Harvey  claiming 
there  is  no  depression  . . . Frank  Newman 
sr.,  was  down  from  the  Puget  Sound  city 
for  a brief  visit  . . . Also  from  the  Wash- 
ington city  was  Kenny  Schultz,  Hamrick- 
Evergreen’s  purchasing  agent. 

RKO’s  Mark  Corey  dropped  down  to  his 
office  on  Sunday  to  meet  with  his  staff 
and  start  off  the  George  Schaefer  sales 
drive  . . . Henry  J.  Uudegraff,  owner  of 
the  Roseway  Theatre  in  Portland,  cele- 
brated his  30th  year  in  show  business 
February  10. 

Helen  Bush,  Jack  Kloepper’s  secretary, 
is  leaving  for  Grants  Pass.  She  will  be  re- 
placed by  Mrs.  Agnes  McRae,  formerly  of 
Vancouver,  Wash.  . . . W.  F.  Myrick  of 
Portland’s  Rio  doing  the  Row  . . . Roland 
Kuhn  of  Lebanon  doing  the  same  . . . 
Most  of  Portland’s  exhibitors  taking  in 
“Made  for  Each  Other”  in  the  Jewel  Box 
Theatre. 

Oregon’s  Washington  county  theatres 
will  discontinue  Bank  Night  effective 
February  22  by  mutual  agreement  be- 
tween the  operators  and  the  district  at- 
torney. The  self-imposed  ban  is  ex- 
pected to  remain  in  effect  until  the  state 
supreme  court  issues  a ruling  on  the 
legality  of  this  type  of  attendance  stimu- 
lators. 

Harold  Hunt,  Journal  drama  critic,  see- 
ing a trade  film  at  Eastman’s  ...  Ted 
Gamble  complaining  that  he  can’t  play 
golf  in  the  snow  and  rain  . . . George  Gould 
in  from  Dallas  . . . Herb  Sobottka  glad  the 
opera  season’s  over  . . . Walt  Finney  at  the 
Mayfair  running  a film  for  its  fourth  week 
in  Portland. 

Steve  Brown  at  Helm 
Of  Anaheim  House 

Anaheim,  Cal. — Steve  Brown  is  the  new 
manager  of  the  Anaheim  Theatre,  owned 
by  Milt  Arthur.  Brown  resigned  as  man- 
ager of  the  Oxnard  Theatre,  a Feldstein- 
Dietrich  house  in  Oxnard,  after  seven  years 
in  the  post,  to  take  the  new  spot. 


Probation  in  Threat 

Portland,  Ore.  — Hinton  C.  Hardison, 
who  wrote  a threatening  note  to  Shirley 
Temple  demanding  $10,000,  has  been 
placed  on  probation  for  five  years,  after  a 
psychiatrist  testified  that  the  24-year-old 
CCC  worker  had  a mentality  rating  of  13 
years. 


Vehicle  for  Thompson 

Hollywood — Harlan  Thompson  will  pro- 
duce “That  Fatal  Fascination”  for  Para- 
mount, with  Maxwell  Shane  scripting. 
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An  Illness  Stymies 
Clearance  Suit 

Chicago — Due  to  the  illness  of  Joseph 
Rosenberg,  attorney  for  the  indepen- 
dents, the  clearance  suit  against  B&E 
and  majors  has  been  temporarily 
stymied. 

At  present,  hearings  on  limiting  of 
the  scope  of  depositions  to  be  taken 
by  B&K  attorneys  from  independents  so 
as  not  to  include  the  latters'  profit  and 
loss  statements,  o motion  to  strike  parts 
of  the  bill,  and  still  another  petition 
by  B&E  to  dismiss  the  entire  com- 
plaint, have  been  set  back  to  March  7 
by  Federal  Judge  James  Wilkerson. 

Indiana  Bill  Hits 
Chance  Games 

Indianapolis — A bill  striking  at  Bingo 
and  other  games  of  chance  was  introduced 
in  the  Indiana  house  of  representatives 
by  Representative  Timothy  C.  O’Connor, 
Frankfort,  Ind.  It  would  ban  such  games 
and  provide  penalties  of  $500  fine  and  six 
months’  imprisonment  for  violations. 

The  bill  would  make  it  possible  for  the 
people  of  any  community  in  Indiana  to 
compel  the  enforcement  of  the  state’s  laws 
against  public  gambling  in  any  form.  It 
also  provides  for  the  suspension  of  prose- 
cutors who  neglect  their  duties,  the  levy- 
ing of  heavy  taxes  on  enterprises  in  which 
there  is  an  element  of  chance  for  the  par- 
ticipants and  the  broadening  of  the  exist- 
ing laws  concerning  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  created  by  the  operation  of 
gambling  enterprises. 

Provisions  for  the  suspension  of  a 
prosecuting  attorney  were  prompted  by 
the  fact  that  under  supreme  court  rulings 
the  prosecutor  can  not  either  be  com- 
pelled to  prosecute  a felony  or  be  sup- 
planted by  a special  prosecutor  without 
his  consent. 

The  bill  constitutes  some  of  the  most 
drastic  and  effective  suggestions  for  the 
suppression  of  gambling,  gaming.  Bingo, 
and  provides  means  for  people  to  act  if 
officials  are  lax. 

Another  measure,  offered  by  Ralph  E. 
Hunter,  Elizabethtown,  would  make  Bank 
Night,  Bingo  and  similar  games  a misde- 
meanor punishable  by  a maximum  fine  of 
$500  and  imprisonment  of  six  months. 


Anti-Ascap  and  Divorce 
Bills  Reported  Near 
Chicago — Several  bills  are  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Illinois  state  legislature  in 
Springfield  shortly  affecting  the  indus- 
try, it  is  learned.  An  anti-Ascap  bill  is 
nearing  completion  to  be  ready  shortly. 

It  is  also  variously  reported  that  a the- 
atre divorcement  bill,  modeled  after  the 
North  Dakota  law  now  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  is  being  readied,  though  no  one 
connected  with  Allied  acknowledges  it. 

A bill  introduced  recently  to  eliminate 
exclusive  trucking  rights  for  any  district 
to  existing  companies  may  affect  the  film 
trucking  companies. 


St.  Louis  Ouster 
Case  to  Trial 

St.  Louis — Tlie  suit  of  19  members  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Operators’  Union  Lo- 
cal, No.  143,  to  oust  International  Vice- 
President  John  P.  Nick  of  the  lATSE; 
Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  agent  of  the 
local,  and  International  President  George 
E.  Browne  from  control  of  the  affairs  of 
the  local  went  to  trial  this  week  before 
Circuit  Judge  Ernest  Oakley  after  he  over- 
ruled a defense  demurrer. 

Tlie  defendants  in  arguments  presented 
earlier  to  the  court  contended  that  the 
petition  of  the  plaintiffs  did  not  set  forth 
a cause  of  action  and  that  the  circuit 
court  was  without  jurisdiction  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  case  is  to  be  tried  on  its  merits. 

Nick  and  Representative  Edward  M. 
Brady  were  arraigned  before  Circuit  Judge 
Robert  L.  Aronson  on  an  indictment  which 
charged  them  with  extortion  in  connection 
with  a $10,000  payment  said  to  have  been 
made  by  theatre  owners  in  1936  to  “side- 
track” a threatened  increase  in  the  wages 
of  union  projectionists. 

Both  Nick  and  Brady  pleaded  “not 
guilty.”  They  were  released  on  new  bonds 
for  $25,000  each.  Their  case  was  set  for 
trial  during  this  term  of  court. 

It  is  understood  Atty.  Gen.  Roy  McKit- 
trick  is  conducting  an  inquiry:  to  deter- 
mine what  became  of  a $7,000  “defense 
fund”  said  to  have  been  raised  by  some 
of  the  local  exhibitors  in  1937. 


Finally  Made  It 


Indianapolis — J.  N.  Dixon,  operator  of 
the  Flora,  Flora,  Ind.  (performing  his  good 
deed  for  the  day),  was  delivering  a can  of 
film  which  he  had  locked  in  the  trunk  of 
his  car  to  his  closest  competition,  the  Roxy 
Theatre,  Delphi,  as  the  film  truck  was 
unable  to  make  delivery  because  of  icy 
roads,  etc. 

Everything  went  fine  until  Dixon  hit 
Middle  Fork,  about  20  miles  from  Flora, 
when  a car  coming  towards  him,  and 
crossing  a bridge,  took  up  the  entire  road 
and  forced  Dixon  into  the  ditch.  His  car 
turned  a flip  flop,  end  for  end.  Dixon 
was  shaken  up  and  bruised,  but  not  se- 
riously, and  upon  being  dragged  from  the 
wreck,  he  immediately  started  to  get  the 
film  out  of  the  trunk  so  that  he  could 
continue  the  delivery  of  same  and  get  to 
Delphi  in  time  for  the  evening  show. 

When  Dixon  unlocked  the  trunk  (car 
upside-down)  no  film  was  found  and  this 
created  considerable  mystery  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  placed  the  film  in  the  trunk 
and  locked  it  himself.  However,  after  a 
careful  search,  the  film  was  found  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  bridge  in  the  creek, 
about  60  feet  from  the  car.  This  in- 
dicated that  in  turning  over,  the  weight 
of  the  can  of  film  forced  open  the  locked 
trunk,  and  the  film  was  thrown  out.  When 
the  car  hit  on  the  rear,  the  truck  relocked. 

The  films  were  not  seriously  damaged  by 
the  water,  and  the  Roxy  was  able  to  have 
its  show  that  night.  Incidentally,  the  title 
of  the  film  that  took  this  dive  into  the 
creek  was,  “Submarine  Patrol.” 


"Finger-Printing"  Stops 
A Disturbance 

Chicago — Charlie  Shapiro,  Essaness 
northwest  side  supervisor  and  manager 
of  the  Biograph  Theatre,  has  found  a 
way  to  curtail  youngsters  in  his  the- 
atre audience  annoying  patrons  with 
shooting  of  paper  wads  and  other  minor 
disturbances. 

Shapiro  has  rigged  up  his  own  finger- 
printing machine,  made  of  a plain  ink- 
ing pad  and  paper,  “finger-prints''  the 
culprits  and  warns  them  their  next  of- 
fense will  have  them  taken  to  the  po- 
lice station.  There  usually  is  no  next 
offense. 

"Divorce"  Bill  to 
Missouri  Solons 

Jefferson  City — A bill  to  prevent  pro- 
ducers or  distributors  from  owning  or  op- 
erating theatres  in  Missouri  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  house  of  representatives  by 
Representatives  Turner  and  Smart.  It  is 
known  as  House  Bill  No.  252. 

One  requirement  of  the  measure  is  that 
each  theatre  owner  must  file  an  annual 
sworn  statement,  properly  certified,  with 
the  secretary  of  state,  setting  forth  that 
he  is  not  connected  with  any  producing 
or  distributing  company  for  motion  picture 
films.  No  license  would  be  issued  with- 
out such  a sworn  statement. 

Producers  and  distributors  would  be  bar- 
red from  owning,  operating,  leasing,  rent- 
ing or  otherwise  having  an  interest,  direct 
or  indirect,  in  any  theatre  in  the  state. 

The  judiciary  committee  of  the  house 
of  representatives  held  a public  hearing 
February  14  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  sale 
of  standing  room  tickets  in  theatres.  The 
St.  Louis  delegation  here  was  headed  by 
Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTO  president. 


Legislation  Faces 
Wisconsin  Trade 

Milwaukee — Legislation  facing  Wiscon- 
sin exhibitors — some  of  it  already  in  the 
hopper  and  some  still  slated  to  come — 
includes  a bill  legalizing  daylight  savings 
time.  The  present  statute  makes  it  illegal 
for  the  state  or  municipalities  to  adopt 
any  other  than  standard  time. 

Also  before  the  legislature  are  measures 
stamping  Bank  Night  and  similar  games  as 
lotteries,  while  attempts  are  also  being 
made  to  legalize  various  games,  such  as 
Bingo,  as  well  as  slot  machines,  dog  rac- 
ing and  the  like. 

Measures  taxing  gross  receipts  and  every 
reel  of  film  shipped  into  Wisconsin  are 
also  reported  ready  for  introduction  and 
a wage  and  hour  bill  which  affects  all 
employes  in  the  state,  except  domestic  and 
farm  help,  has  already  been  introduced. 

Indications  also  are  that  the  electricians 
bill,  which  would  require  theatres  to  em- 
ploy a licensed  electrician  to  handle  cer- 
tain duties  is  to  be  introduced.  This 
measure  would  clarify  the  jurisdictional 
dispute  between  electricians  and  projec- 
tionists. 
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Indiana  Praise  for 
Zanuck  Air  Stand 

Indianapolis — Hearty  commendation  of 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th  Century-Fox  pro- 
duction chief,  for  the  withdrawal  of  Tyrone 
Power  from  radio  activity  was  extended 
by  the  Associated  Tlieatre  Owners  of  In- 
diana in  the  following  telegram  to  Zanuck: 

“Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana 
commend  you  highly  for  action  taken  re- 
garding withdrawal  of  Tyrone  Power  from 
radio  engagements.  Your  statement  that 
exhibitors  are  suffering  acutely  from  radio 
competition  is  correct.  Your  further  ap- 
plication of  this  policy  to  all  stars  and 
players  will  result  in  invaluable  exhibitor 
goodwill  for  your  company.” 

To  which  Zanuck  replied  as  follows: 

“I  heartily  appreciate  your  wire  of  com- 
mendation in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of 
Tyrone  Power  from  the  air. 

“You  doubtless  recall  that  I was  one  of 
the  earliest  to  give  cooperation  to  radio — 
but  in  all  instances  wherein  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  as  a company  has  extended 
this  cooperation,  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  directly  exploiting  our  pictm-es,  to  the 
end  that  the  exhibitors  as  well  as  the 
company  would  directly  benefit. 

“It  has  been  our  policy  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  to  join  with  radio  only  when 
there  are  such  mutual  benefits. 

“With  kindest  regards.” 


53  New  Members  Added  by 
Indiana  Exhibitor  Group 

Indianapolis — Tlie  addition  of  53  mem- 
bers to  its  roster  since  September  1,  last 
year,  is  annoimced  by  the  Associated  The- 
atre Owners  of  Indiana.  New  members, 
their  towns  and  theatres,  are  as  follows: 

Briner  & Butler,  State  Theatre,  Crothers- 
ville;  Condray  & Harned,  State,  Mill  town: 
Percy  H.  Dickson,  Eagles  & Colonial,  Wa- 
bash; J.  N.  Dixon,  Flora,  Flora;  Jake 
Friedman,  Avalon,  Indianapolis;  Art  Go- 
lubski.  Lyric,  South  Bend;  Green  & Thies, 
Princeton  & Roxy,  Princeton;  A.  E.  Han- 
cock, Columbia,  Columbia  City;  J,  Doug- 
lass Haney,  Albion,  Albion;  Robt.  Harned, 
Empire,  Sellersburg. 

A.  W.  Howard,  Howard,  Monon;  Harry 
Komblum,  Rosedale,  Evansville;  Hilda  P. 
Long,  Hippodrome,  Sheridan;  Wm.  Luck- 
ett,*  Austin,  Austin;  T.  N,  Luckett,  Dream, 
French  Lick;  Gordon  May,  Dream,  Cory- 
don;  John  Micu,  State,  Fort  Wayne;  Mer- 
rill Moore,  Palace,  Kokomo;  L,  T.  Moore, 
Orpheum,  Mitchell;  Carl  Nieese,  Vogue, 
Indianapolis;  Nick  Paikos,  Diana,  Tipton; 
Mrs,  A,  G.  Shultz,  Rialto,  Walkerton;  Rudy 
Stieler,  New  Royal,  Evansville;  Switow 
Theatrical  Enterprises,**  Riviera,  Ander- 
son, 

Charles  Tamler,  Garfield  & Tacoma,  In- 
dianapolis; Ernest  Tamler,  Rex,  Indian- 
apolis; Irving  Tamler,  Tuxedo,  Indian- 
apolis; Nathan  Tamler,  Oliver,  Indian- 
apolis; Joe  Vogel,  River  Park,  South  Bend; 
J.  Ernest  Whitley,  Colonial,  Kokomo;  Mrs, 

*Also  entered  the  Strand  at  Paoli  and  the  In- 
diana at  Scottsburg. 

**AIso  entered:  LePose,  Jeffersonville;  Grand, 
New  Albany;  Indiana,  New  Albany;  Little,  Sey- 
mour; Majestic,  Seymour,  and  Indiana  at  Wash- 
ington. 


He's  M-G-M's  Jewel 


By  B.  O,  TELLER 

Chicago  — What  a valuable  property 
M-G-M  has  developed  in  Mickey  Rooney 
for  exhibitors  was  amply  demonstrated 
when  the  young  star  came  through  Chicago 
the  other  day  en  route  to  New  York  City 
on  his  first  vacation  in  about  eight  years, 

Rooney’s  stopover  of  three  hours  here 
was  entirely  unheralded.  As  a matter  of 
fact.  Bill  Bishop,  division  exploiteer  here, 
was  advised  not  to  let  the  newspapers  in 
on  it  for  Mickey  was  promised  three  weeks 
of  unhampered  fun  with  his  mother  and 
a pal  from  the  M-G-M  west  coast  pub- 
licity department,  Les  Peterson. 

Despite  this,  the  cut-up  of  the  Hardy 
family  was  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  ad- 
mirers— young  and  old,  men  and  women — 
within  a few  minutes  after  he  had  arrived 
at  Northwestern  station  here.  And  from 
nowhere  there  seemed  to  be  cameramen 
popping  up  to  take  this  and  that  kind  of 
a picture. 

Effervescent  Rooney  didn’t  want  to  stay 
in  a hotel  room  between  trains.  Instead 
he  wanted  to  visit  every  spot  in  town  that 
boasted  of  an  orchestra  he  had  heard  on 
the  radio.  And  while  stopping  in  at  these 
various  spots  — the  Blackhawk,  Ambas- 
sador, Blackstone,  Drake,  Chez  Paree,  and 
others,  just  long  enough  to  see  them  as  it 
was  in  the  day-time — he  would  be  imme- 
diately surrounded  by  more  fans.  The 
cops  on  the  corners  left  their  posts,  wait- 
ers surged  around,  business,  men  stopped 
to  look  and  the  youngsters  hurried  to  get 
autographs  everywhere  he  went.  Many 
times  we  have  written  about  stars  “being 
mobbed  by  their  fans”  with  our  tongue  in 
our  cheek,  but  this  time  we  actually  mean 
it. 

Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  M-G-M  is 
carefully  grooming  and  watching  the 
youngster  with  care  to  enable  him  to  re- 
main one  of  the  boxoffice  favorites  of 
young  and  old  alike. 

A Daylight  Saving 
Measure  Killed 

Indianapolis — Exhibitors  are  breathing 
easier  since  the  defeat  of  Senate  Bill  No. 
77  by  a vote  of  28  to  13.  This  bill  would 
have  repealed  the  old  statute  prohibiting 
daylight  savings  time  adoption  in  Indian- 
apolis. 

Senator  William  Lee  criticized  the  bill 
in  the  senate,  pointing  out  that  daylight 
saving  time  would  be  confusing  to  both 
business  concerns  and  farmers. 


Geo.  Wolfard,  Hamilton,  Indianapolis; 
Myers  Flater,  Citadel,  Bloomfield;  I.  T.  Sel- 
lers, Lyric,  Covington;  Harold  V.  Neese, 
Dana,  Dana;  Herman  Golden,  Golden,  In- 
dianapolis; C.  M.  Walker,  Irving,  Indian- 
apolis; Ben  Mansfield,  Parker,  Indian- 
apolis; Mrs.  Anna  Mitchell,  Lincoln  & Ly- 
ric, Petersburg;  Claude  Flater,  Tivoli, 
Spencer;  C.  L.  Harris,  Zionsville,  Zions- 
ville;  James  Dooley,  Strand,  Nashville. 


Retreat  From  Air 
Gratifies  Trade 

Chicago  — Windy  City  exhibitors,  who 
have  been  among  the  leaders  in  the  ex- 
hibitor movement  to  force  producers  to 
take  their  stars  off  the  radio,  were  con- 
gratulating M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Fox 
this  week  for  capitulating  to  the  exhibi- 
tors’ requests. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  Darryl  Zan- 
uck has  already  taken  Tyrone  Power  off 
the  air,  and  M-G-M  has  announced  plans 
to  remove  from  the  ether  waves  its  Good 
News  Thursday  night  hour. 

■Various  exhibitors  have  commented  here 
to  Boxoffice  that  never  before  during 
cold  weather  spells  in  the  winter  when 
business  has  been  off,  has  it  dropped  so 
much  as  this  year  when  radio  programs 
with  star  name  value  have  been  offered. 
In  the  last  ten  days,  when  several  cold 
weather  and  rainy  spells  hit  the  city 
around  the  supper  hour,  boxoffice  figures, 
on  the  nights  when  outstanding  programs 
with  film  talent  were  offered,  dropped  to 
new  lows.  This  is  especially  true  in  the 
neighborhoods. 

Several  exhibitors,  speaking  anonymous- 
ly, remarked  that  they  will  definitely  give 
preference  in  booking  dates  to  stars  and 
companies  who  cooperate  in  staying  off 
competitive  radio  programs.  Many  the- 
atre owners  realize,  at  the  same  time,  that 
radio  can  work  in  many  instances  co- 
operatively with  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, but  feel  that  regular  appearances  of 
top  film  names  is  injurious. 


Kirsch  Sends  Congratulations 
To  Zanuck  and  Schenck 

Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  of  Illi- 
nois, congratulated  both  Darryl  Zanuck 
and  Nicholas  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s, 
Inc.,  on  their  stand  by  letter  sent  over 
the  weekend.  'The  letters,  in  part,  read: 

“I  hasten  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
congratulating  you  on  your  wisdom  in 
deciding  to  suspend  your  radio  program 
...  I believe  this  move  will  help  us  in 
our  attendance  at  our  theatres. 

“As  president  of  an  organization  com- 
prising independent  theatres  throughout 
the  state  of  Illinois  and  particularly  167 
theatres  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  I am  vital- 
ly concerned  with  the  problem  of  movie 
star  appearances  on  radio  programs  and 
the  great  injury  it  has  done  to  the  the- 
atres, obviously  reducing  theatre  attend- 
ance. 

“Your  move  in  this  direction  is  highly 
commendable  and  on  behalf  of  our  mem- 
bers I extend  to  you  our  sincerest  ap- 
preciation and  am  of  the  hopes  that  the 
executives  of  the  other  producing-distrib- 
uting  companies  will  do  likewise  to  the 
end  that  all  our  industry  will  benefit.” 


Welfare  Fund  Grows 

Chicago  — 'The  industry  section  of  the 
Jewish  ’Welfare  Fund  drive  has  already 
reached  $105,000,  according  to  Jack  Kirsch, 
chairman. 
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Development  Project  May 
Include  Two  Theatres 

St.  Louis — At  least  one  motion  picture 
theatre,  and  perhaps  two,  will  be  included 
in  the  $7,000,000  Hampton  Village  devel- 
opment contemplated  by  the  Boulevard 
Frontage  Co.  for  the  vicinity  of  Chippewa 
St.  and  Hampton  Ave.  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  city.  The  houses  will  have 
from  1,500  to  2,000  seats  according  to  the 
tentative  plans  prepared  by  C.  R.  Kohl- 
meyer,  architect  for  the  big  commercial 
enterprises. 

The  first  unit,  a 45-stall  farmers  mar- 
ket to  cost  about  $150,000,  will  be  on 
the  market  for  bids  from  general  con- 
tractors on  about  March  21.  The  pro- 
moters contemplate  a series  of  buildings 
of  Williamsburg  colonial  architecture  to 
house  some  200  commercial  enterprises. 


New  Regal  Theatre  Is 
Opened  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Standard  Regal  Theatre 
Co.  has  opened  its  new  Regal  Theatre.  The 
building  housing  the  latest  addition  to 
Milwaukee’s  neighborhood  houses  former- 
ly was  a theatre  but  in  recent  years  had 
been  used  for  business  purposes. 

The  house  is  operating  on  three  pro- 
gram changes  a week  continuous  daily 
from  1 to  11  p.  m.  Admission  is  15  cents 
to  6 p.  m.  and  25  cents  thereafter. 

The  Regal  is  equipped  with  RCA  sound 
and  neon  sign  and  canopy  was  furnished 
by  Ben  P.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.  Ideal  Seat- 
ing Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Wis.,  provided  the 
seats,  while  the  Slater  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
furnished  the  floor  coverings  and  carpets, 
and  the  Ray  Smith  Co.  the  theatre  equip- 
ment. 


Photoplay  Indorsers  Set 
Annual  Meet  April  26 

Indianapolis — The  Indiana  Indorsers  of 
Photoplays  will  hold  the  24th  annual  con- 
vention in  the  Spink  Arms  Hotel  here  on 
April  26.  Committees  announced  by  Mrs. 
Perd  Lucas,  president,  Greencastle,  Ind., 
include  Mrs.  A.  J.  Huber,  convention  chair- 
man; Mrs.  R.  L.  Mottem,  luncheon  chair- 
man; Mrs.  E.  L.  Burnett,  invitations  chair- 
man, and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Tutewiler,  nominat- 
ing committee  chairman. 

Mrs.  David  Ross,  president  of  the  Indian- 
apolis group,  will  arrange  the  program, 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Earl  Peters  of  the  Ft. 
Wayne  chapter;  Mrs.  C.  T.  McCord,  Green- 
castle, and  Miss  Mabel  West,  Indianapolis. 


'Pygmalion  Premiere  Set 
For  Indianapolis  Feb.  23 

Indianapolis — “Pygmalion”  wUl  have  a 
premiere  showing  at  Loew’s  the  evening 
of  February  23.  Seats  will  be  sold  in  ad- 
vance on  a reserved  basis.  The  house  will 
close  after  the  last  matinee  Thursday 
afternoon  and  reopen  at  8:30  for  the  occa- 
sion. The  front  will  be  brilliantly  lighted 
via  searchlights  to  lend  a Hollywood  at- 
mosphere. 

The  Bachelors  Club  will  attend  the  pre- 
miere. It  will  be  the  eve  of  their  annual 
dance  and  banquet. 


A Nazi  Drive  on 
"Nazi  Captive" 

Chicago  — Circulars  of  an  anti-Semitic 
nature,  with  an  anonymous  warning  hand- 
printed on  the  back,  “If  you  show  this  film 
T Was  a Captive  in  Nazi  Germany,’  look 
out  for  trouble,”  have  been  received  by  the 
Chicago  Civil  Liberties  Committee,  its  ex- 
ecutive offices  disclosed  this  week. 

At  the  same  time,  Ira  Latimer,  executive 
secretary  of  the  committee,  which  has 
fought  time  and  again  for  freedom  of  the 
screen  in  Chicago,  made  public  a letter  to 
Police  Commissioner  James  P.  Allman. 

The  letter,  in  part,  said  that  members  of 
the  committee  had  seen  the  film  and  be- 
live  that  it  “in  no  way  violates  the  ordi- 
nance which  provides  for  the  censorship 
of  motion  pictures  in  certain  categories.” 
It  added  that  “Lieutenant  Costello  of  the 
censor  board  told  me  that  there  were  very 
few  or  no  written  protests  to  the  film, 
but  about  fifty  telephone  calls.” 

The  German-American  League  for  Cul- 
ture, in  an  independently  issued  statement 
said:  This  film  does  not  hurt  the  feelings 
of  the  German-Americans  in  Chicago  who, 
in  their  majority,  are  democratically  mind- 
ed and  opposed  to  Nazism.” 

As  reported  in  these  columns  some  weeks 
ago,  the  picture  was  before  the  censor 
board  of  Chicago  for  some  months  before 
being  passed.  It  ran  first-run  in  the  loop 
here  at  the  Essaness  Woods  Theatres. 
“I  Was  a Captive  in  Nazi  Germany”  is 
distributed  in  this  territory  by  A1  Bezel. 

Reports  here  are  that  German  pro-Nazi 
influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
Lieut.  Harry  Costello,  police  film  censor, 
through  which  he  persuaded  various  ex- 
hibitors playing  and  planning  to  play  “I 
Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany,”  to  can- 
cel the  runs  of  the  picture.  Among  those 
said  to  have  been  affected  were  the  B&K 
Terminal  and  Central  Park  theatres.  Of- 
ficially, the  permit  granted  by  the  censor 
board  for  the  film  has  not  yet  been  with- 
drawn. 

Alfred  Mannon,  Hollywood  producer  who 
made  “I  Was  a Captive  in  Nazi  Germany,” 
was  expected  here  late  this  week  to  study 
the  local  situation.  It  was  said  Mannon 
was  planning  to  exert,  if  necessary,  court 
action  to  compel  the  censor  board  to  per- 
mit showings  of  the  film,  since  the  permit 
has  not  as  yet  been  revoked. 


Kroger  Babb  Quits  Trailer 
Unit  to  Join  Schine 

Chicago — Kroger  Babb  has  resigned  as 
advertising  director  of  Filmack  Trailer  Co. 
here  to  join  the  Schine  circuit  of  Glovers- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  as  a publicist.  He  will  cover 
the  northern  Ohio  territory,  with  head- 
quarters at  Schine’s  Vine  Theatre  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio. 

Babb  once  handled  advertising  and  pub- 
licity in  Ohio  for  the  Chakeres-Warner 
theatres  in  Springfield  and  the  Chakeres 
circuit  in  southern  Ohio. 

Babb  was  given  a farewell  testimonial 
on  February  17  by  Filmack. 


Wide  Prevalence  of  Colds 
Hits  Chicago  Exchanges 

Chicago — The  mild  flu  and  cold  epidemic 
which  has  hit  Chicago  has  made  inroads 
into  the  staffs  of  many  of  the  exchanges 
and  theatres  in  the  Windy  City.  Several 
exchanges  had  as  many  as  six  to  ten  em- 
ployes off  because  of  illness. 

The  epidemic,  heavier  in  out-state  towns 
than  in  Chicago,  resulted  in  serious  in- 
roads on  theatre  patronage.  Everywhere 
health  officers  admonished  people  to  stay 
away  from  crowds. 

In  Chicago  there  was  a daily  average  of 
100,000  students  and  1,200  teachers  absent 
from  the  city  grade  and  high  schools,  with 
many  thousands  more  reported  absent 
from  Catholic  parochial  schools. 


Two  Labeled  "Adult"  by 
Chicago  Film  Council 

Chicago — Only  two  pictures  received 
“adult  only”  ratings  from  the  Chicago 
Better  Films  Council  this  month. 

The  family  films  are:  “Blondie”  (Col), 
“Duke  of  West  Point”  and  “There  Goes 
My  Heart”  (UA),  “Going  Places”  (FN), 
“Kentucky”  and  “Thanks  for  Everything” 
(20th-Fox),  “Out  West  With  the  Hardys” 
(M-G-M) , and  “Newsboys’  Home”  (Univ) . 

The  adult  and  young  adult  films  were 
“Dawn  Patrol”  and  “Torchy  Gets  Her 
Man”  (WB) , “I  Was  a Captive  of  Nazi 
Germany”  (Malvina) , “Illegal  Traffic” 
(Para),  “Pacific  Liner”  (RKO),  “Son  of 
Frankenstein”  (Univ) , and  “There’s  That 
Woman  Again”  (Col). 


Variety  in  Milwaukee 
Names  Sam  Shurman 

Milwaukee — The  local  Variety  Tent  has 
elected  Sam  Shurman,  M-G-M  exchange 
manager,  chief  barker,  succeeding  Charles 
W.  Trampe,  Monogram-Midwest  Exchange. 

Other  officers  named  are  Oscar  Olson, 
business  manager.  Motion  Picture  Projec- 
tionists’ union,  assistant  president;  Frank 
Mantzke,  treasurer,  and  Ben  Miller,  secre- 
tary. 

Directors  named,  besides  the  officers, 
are  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  Jack  Painter,  George 
Levine,  Richard  Scheinbaum,  Jack  Frack- 
man.  Jack  Lorentz,  Frank  Fisher,  E.  J. 
Weisfeldt  and  Trampe. 


Valentine  Parties  Held 
At  Warner-Saxe  Links 

Milwaukee — Special  valentine  parties 
for  kiddies  were  observed  by  various  local 
and  state  houses.  Warner-Saxe  staged 
special  Valentine  parties  on  Saturday 
morning  at  11  of  its  local  houses. 

In  Kenosha,  the  Orpheum  offered  five 
free  Valentines  to  every  boy  and  girl  at- 
tending their  party,  while  Warner’s  She- 
boygan in  Sheboygan  gave  a package  of 
Valentines  and  a box  of  cracker  jack  free 
to  the  first  500  childi'en  attending  their 
Saturday  matinee. 

The  Fond  du  Lac  Theatre  in  Fond  du 
Lac  advertised  a big  six-unit  show  with 
free  ice  cream  and  cookies. 
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■^ISITORS  along  the  Row:  Sam  J.  Swi- 
tow,  Louisville:  Roy  Harrold,  Rushville; 
Joe  Schilling,  Connersville ; I.  R.  Sellers, 
Covington;  Dan  Massey,  Worthington; 
W.  H.  Passen,  Jasonville;  Mrs.  H.  P.  Long, 
Sheridan;  Leonard  Sowar.  Muncie:  Herb 
Johnson,  Madison;  H.  Mm'phy,  Franklin; 
Art  Clark,  Bloomington:  Bill  Studebaker, 
Logansport;  Walter  Easley,  Greensbm’g; 
Sam  Neall,  Kokomo;  H.  Lisle  Krieghbaum, 
Rochester;  Bruce  Kixmiller,  Bicknell;  Mrs. 
Anna  Kuebler,  Jasper;  James  Dooley, 
Nashville;  D.  D.  Lee,  Cayuga;  L.  T.  Moore, 
Mitchell;  Claude  and  Myers  Plater,  Spen- 
cer and  Bloomfield:  Mrs.  Anna  Mitchell, 
Petersbui’g;  Clyde  Harris,  Zionsville;  H.  G. 
Reckley,  Greencastle;  Harold  Neese,  Bra- 
zil: Harry  Kornblum,  Evansville;  Gilbert 
May,  Corydon;  Howard  F.  Morin,  Brook- 
ville;  Elmo  Briner,  Crothersville;  Dick 
Vlastos,  Williamsport. 

Abe  Baker,  Columbia  Pictures  booker,  is 
confined  to  his  home  laith  a severe  cold 
. . . Harry  Palmer,  Washington,  Ind., 
among  visitors  on  the  Row. 

The  Avalon  Theatre  has  been  acquired 
by  Abe  Nathason.  Jacob  Friedman  for- 
merly operated  the  house  and  made  some 
extensive  improvements  during  his  time. 
Friedman  and  his  wife  will  leave  shortly 
for  Florida  on  an  extended  vacation. 

William  Sherman  is  now  the  office 
manager  and  head  booker  of  the  Universal 
Pictures  branch.  He  succeeds  P.  J.  For- 
tune, who  has  joined  the  sales  force  and 
will  cover  northern  Hidiana  territory.  Wil- 
bur Grant,  formerly  engaged  in  the  book- 
ing department,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
sales  department  and  Herman  Morgan, 
booker,  has  resigned. 

Loew’s  Theatre  will  resume  its  regular 
policy  of  a new  show  every  Friday. 

V.  U.  Young,  president  of  Theatrical 
Managers,  Inc.,  is  having  an  extended  va- 


"Mutual  Benefit" 

His  Objective 

Chicago — Darryl  Zanuck,  in  answer- 
ing Jack  Kirsch's  congratulatory  letter 
on  20th  Century-Fox's  radio  stand,  wrote 
in  part: 

"We  are  at  all  times  desirous  of  pre- 
serving the  highest  value  of  our  ar- 
tists. And  I am  sure  that  you  can  see 
from  the  record  that  20th  Century-Fox 
has  cooperated  with  radio  only  when 
there  was  mutual  benefit,  in  which  the 
exhibitor,  too,  derived  his  just  share." 


Avalon  to  Nathanson 

Indianapolis — Abe  Nathanson  has  taken 
over  operation  of  the  Avalon  Theatre  here 
from  Jake  Friedman.  Nathanson  has  been 
connected  with  a dry  goods  business  here 
for  many  years. 


cation  in  the  southern  states.  At  present 
he  is  visiting  Brownisville,  Tex.,  and  from 
there  will  fly  to  Florida.  Young  has  a 
pilot's  license  and  flies  his  own  plane.  He 
is  expected  back  at  the  helm  within  three 
or  four  weeks. 

Marshall  Kamms,  manager  of  the  Lake 
Theatre,  Michigan  City,  was  seriously  in- 
jured in  Chicago  when  his  car  struck  a 
steel  elevated  pillar.  He  was  taken  to  a 
hospital  and  is  reported  to  be  recovering. 

John  Servaas,  head  of  Exhibitors  Ex- 
change, is  another  Indiana  exhibitor  va- 
cationing in  Florida. 

Joe  Schilling,  operator  of  the  Auditorium, 
Lyric  and  Vaudette  theatres,  Connersville, 
has  returned  from  West  Palm  Beach  and 
reports  he  caught  plenty  of  fish. 

Trueman  Rembusch,  head  of  Syndicate 
Theatres,  Inc.,  an  independent  company, 
is  expected  shortly  from  a Florida  vacation. 


MIIIIILWAIUKIIEIE 

JULES  V.  SERKOWITZ,  exploiteer  for 

RKO,  was  a local  visitor  last  week  . . . 
The  influence  of  films  on  the  behavior  of 
children  through  the  emotional  stimulus 
provided  by  love,  sex  and  crime  films  on 
youngsters  is  tremendous,  William  C. 
Knoelk,  assistant  superintendent  of  schools 
told  members  of  the  Milwaukee  Better 
Films  council  last  week  at  the  YMCA. 
‘‘The  films  to  which  we  object  never  will 
be  stopped  until  we  rise  up  and  halt  the 
profits  which  these  pictures  are  bringing 
in,”  the  speaker  declared. 

Joseph  Ecker  has  announced  plans  for 
remodeling  the  Brillion  auditorium  at 
Brillion  into  a theatre  . . . Sheboygan  and 
Rex  theatres  at  Sheboygan  have  insti- 
tuted a tieup  with  two  local  firms  whereby 
tags  from  their  products  entitle  holders  to 
free  admission  tickets  to  the  houses. 

Fox  participated  in  Dollar  Day  here  by 
offering  bargain  matinee  admissions  of 
25  cents  from  11:30  a.  m.  to  6 p.  m.  at  its 
Wisconsin,  Palace,  and  Strand,  downtown 
houses.  Regular  matinee  admission  is 
otherwise  35  cents. 

G.  W.  Carlson,  manager  of  the  Palace 
and  Peoples  theatres  in  Superior,  is  ob- 
serving Appreciation  Month,  February  4 to 
March  4,  ivith  special  promotion  . . . The 
Rialto  Theatre  at  Kaukauna,  managed  by 
Reuben  Rosenblatt,  observed  its  second 
anniversary  last  week.  The  house  offers  its 
loung  room,  for  parties,  an  accommodation 
which  is  meeting  with  a good  reception 
from  women’s  clubs. 

Roy  McMinn  last  week  observed  the  first 
anniversary  of  his  Beacon  Theatre  in 
Superior  . . . Aid.  John  Kalupa  has  de- 
clared he  will  seek  an  amendment  to  the 
license  law  making  it  mandatory  for  every 
theatre  in  the  city  to  install  an  illuminated 
clock  at  least  15  inches  in  diameter  so  that 
children  will  know  when  to  go  home. 


— Photo  Courtesy  Owens-Illinois  Glass  Co. 

Utility  and  Beauty  Aplenty  Here — 

An  extensive  use  of  glass  blocks  marks  the  new  Metro  exchange  in  Milwaukee.  The  front  offices  on  the  second  floor,  as 
shown  in  the  exterior  view,  make  use  of  the  glass  blocks  to  insure  privacy  and  quiet,  and  in  the  lobby  the  glass  wall, 
besides  being  an  interesting  architectural  innovation,  has  the  utilitarian  value  of  providing  light  for  the  adjoining  room. 
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Commend  Action 
By  Zanuck 

St.  Louis  — Twentieth  Century-Fox 
was  commended  for  its  action  in  taking 
Tyrone  Power  off  the  air,  in  resolutions 
passed  by  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  E. 

Mo.  and  S.  111. 

Local  theatres  were  among  the  first 
to  protest  against  the  use  of  film  stars 
on  the  air  and  on  several  occasions 
resolutions  voicing  such  views  have 
been  passed  and  forwarded  to  produc- 
ers and  distributors. 

Interstate  Ruling 
Absorbs  Chicago 

Chicago — Feeling  in  local  film  circles  this 
week  was  that  the  decision  handed  down 
against  Interstate  circuit  and  the  major 
companies  in  favor  of  the  government  in 
the  Texas  anti-trust  suit  would  react  fav- 
orably for  the  independents  in  their  clear- 
ance suit  locally  against  B&K  and  the 
majors,  and  for  the  government  in  its 
criminal  contempt  proceedings  against 
Barney  Balaban,  B&K  and  seven  of  the 
eight  majors. 

Attorneys  in  the  local  cases  were  re- 
luctant to  be  quoted  on  their  opinions, 
but  off-the-record  comments  were  inter- 
esting. 

“The  new  principle  has  been  set  down 
by  the  court  ruling,”  said  one  attorney 
familiar  with  the  industry,  “that  each 
individual  contract  between  an  exhibitor 
and  a distributor  that  restrains  trade  is  a 
violation  of  the  anti-trust  law.  Before 
this  was  so  ruled,  it  has  been  necessary  in 
all  such  anti-trust  cases  to  prove  a con- 
certed conspiracy  on  the  part  of  all  dis- 
tributors together.” 

It  is  thought  that  the  independents  may 
enter  the  decision  in  the  Texas  case  as 
prima  facie  evidence  in  their  local  suit, 
and  that  the  government  may  do  likewise. 
None  of  the  parties  would  comment  on 
their  future  action,  however,  as  Boxoffice 
goes  to  press,  since  all  had  just  received 
copies  of  the  ruling  and  were  busy  in 
studying  its  various  parts. 


Kirsch  Dinner  Nets 
$2,300  tor  Needy 

Chicago — The  proceeds  from  the  Kirsch 
Testimonial  Dinner,  held  last  December, 
totaled  $2,300,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  Jack  Krisch.  The  fund  will  be 
administered  for  the  relief  of  industry 
needy  in  Chicago,  with  Jack  Osserman  of 
RKO  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Others  will  be  named  to  the  committee 
shortly  by  Kirsch. 

Strand,  Nashville,  Ind., 

Is  Opened  by  Dooley 

Nashville,  Ind. — James  Dooley,  formerly 
connected  with  Bair’s  Theatres  in  Indian- 
apolis, has  opened  the  Strand  Theatre 
here.  The  house  formerly  was  operated  by 
Orville  Hughes. 


C IIHI I 


rMILE  STERN  of  Essaness  was  in  Mich- 
ael Reese  Hospital  the  early  part  of  this 
week  suffering  from  influenza,  though  his 
condition  was  not  reported  as  serious,  . . . 
George  Burdick,  manager  of  the  Essaness 
Crown,  was  also  ill  with  the  flu. 

Jack  Osserman  was  in  Florida  vaca- 
tioning, with  Eddie  Silverman  of  Essa?iess 
due  back  from  Palm  Springs  soon  . . . Jack 
Miller  has  returned  from  a Florida  so- 
journ . . . John  Balaban  is  planning  to 
make  a quick  vacation- and-business  trip 
to  the  west  coast  the  latter  part  of  this 
month. 

Ludwig  Sussman  of  the  Adelphi  The- 
atre is  a grandfather.  The  youngster,  born 
to  the  wife  of  Sussman’s  son,  has  been 
named  Steven  Eli  Sussman. 

“Enlighten  Thy  Daughter,”  released  in 
this  territory  by  Judell  Pictures,  has  had 
a two-week  run  at  the  State-Harriso^n 
Theatre. 

The  Chicago  Bookers’  Club  will  take  a 
mass  workout  at  the  Hamilton  Club  gym 
Tuesday  night. 

Spring  house  cleaning  is  a little  ahead 
of  time  at  B&K.  They  are  pamting  the 
ceilings  and  walls  of  many  of  the  offices 
in  both  the  Chicago  Theatre  Bldg,  and 
Loop  End  Bldg,  offices  . . . The  Warner 
exchange  is  putting  “plenty  of  light  on  the 
subject,”  says  Branch  Manager  Tom  Gil- 
liam, with  those  new  daylight  effect  light 
fixtures. 

Miss  Evelyn  Johnson,  cashier  at  the 
H&E  Balaban  Esquire  Theatre  was  robbed 


of  $30  which  she  had  in  the  boxoffice  on 
Sunday  afternoon. 

Essaness’  bowling  team,  even  though  far 
back  in  the  van,  took  Republic’s  bowling 
team  for  two  out  of  three  games  last  week 
in  the  Film  Bowling  League  and  is  climb- 
ing steadily.  Film  Carriers,  by  taking  two 
from  Universal,  went  into  second  place. 
Paramowit,  which  has  been  dropping  rap- 
idly, took  two  from  National  Screen,  while 
Photoplay  moved  into  sixth  place  after 
drubbing  20th  Century-Fox  three  times. 

Our  sympathies  to  Selma  Hackman,  sec- 
retary to  Clyde  Eckhardt,  whose  father, 
Harry  Hackman,  died  this  week. 

That’s  quite  a dance  party  Jim  Petrillo, 
head  of  the  musicians’  union  here,  is 
planning  for  next  Tuesday  night  at  the 
Chicago  Stadium.  He  has  about  25  top- 
flight bajids  including  Kay  Kyser,  Orrin 
Tucker,  Fred  Waring,  Frankie  Masters,  and 
many  others  set  for  playing  during  the 
evening,  in  addition  to  the  Chicago  Sym- 
phony Orchestra.  This  is  an  annual  af- 
fair. Admission  to  the  affair  is  40  cents 
for  all  seats. 

Here  and  away:  Louise  Campbell,  Para- 
mount featm’ed  player,  spent  the  week 
here  helping  her  father  to  celebrate  his 
birthday  . . . Humphrey  Bogart,  and  his 
missus,  Mayo  Methot,  stopped  off  en  route 
to  New  York  . . . Madeleine  Carroll,  before 
boarding  the  Santa  Fe  Chief  back  to  Hol- 
lywood, after  her  English  vacation,  stop- 
ped long  enough  to  comment  that  she 
hoped  some  day  to  settle  down  with  her 
hubby  and  raise  a family. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

, ■■  — ; A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

CHICAGO 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 

Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


POSTER  EXCHANGES 


THEATRE  MANAGERS 

Save  Time  and  Money.  Use  our  lobby 
Advertising  rental  plan.  All  posters 
from  one  source — 50%  saving — one 
weekly  invoice.  NO  CONTRACTS. 

All  posters,  complete  silk  screen  processed 
banners  and  Hollywood  transparencies. 

Majority  of  our  accounts  with  us  at 
least  10  years.  Record  speaks  for  itself. 

PHOTOPLAY  ADVERTISING  COMPANY 

1243  S.  Wabash  Ave.  331 1-A  Olive  St. 

Chicago  St.  Louis 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS.  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 
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QN  THE  time-tested  theory  that  a sales- 
man must  know  his  own  product,  the 
Great  States  Theatres  here  are  reviving 
screenings  of  forthcoming  films  for  the 
benefit  of  publicity  men,  managers  and 
other  personnel.  By  so  doing  it  is  hoped 
that  worthwhile  product  can  be  exploited 
to  its  fullest  extent.  Accordingly,  the 
staffs  of  the  Madison,  Palace,  Rialto  and 
Apollo  theatres  gathered  in  the  first  men- 
tioned house  last  week  to  witness  screen- 
ings of  “Tail  Spin”  (20th-Fox)  and  “They 
Made  Me  a Criminal”  (WB) . 

Cliff  Nazarro,  who  is  prominently  spot- 
ted in  Paramount’s  “St.  Louis  Blues,’’  has 
a host  of  friends  in  Peoria  because  for 
the  better  part  of  two  years  he  was  mas- 
ter-of -ceremonies  at  the  Palace  Theatre. 
It  was  a big  pulling  point  for  the  film 
which  showed  here  this  week  in  the  same 
theatre. 


Cooney  Will  Open  Loop 
House  for  Subsequents 

Chicago  — Jack  Cooney  will  open  the 
Princess  Theatre  as  a subsequent-rim 
house  in  the  loop  shortly.  The  house  is  on 
Clark  street  between  Van  Buren  and  Jack- 
son  and  has  been  opened  only  intermit- 
tently during  the  last  few  years. 


Original  to  GN 

Hollywood — “Miracle  of  Main  Street,” 
an  original  by  Samuel  Ornitz  and  Boris 
Ingster,  has  been  purchased  by  Grand 
National. 


"Pygmalion"  Leads  Loop 
In  Drawing  Patrons 

Chicago — M-G-M’s  “Pygmalion,”  bask- 
ing in  the  light  of  an  outstanding  ex- 
ploitation advance  campaign,  was  the  top 
producer  in  the  loop  this  week.  On  the 
strength  of  the  opening  week  at  the  Apollo, 
B&K  expects  the  film  to  do  three  or  four 
weeks  at  the  house. 

Close  behind  was  RKO’s  “Gunga  Din,” 
in  its  second  week  at  the  Palace,  and  defi- 
nitely set  for  a third  stanza.  M-G-M’s 
“Idiot’s  Delight”  also  was  holding  up  well 
in  its  second  week  at  the  United  Artists’ 
while  UA’s  “Topper  Takes  a Ti-ip”  was 
above  average  at  the  Roosevelt.  The  rest 
of  the  loop  was  only  fair. 

Neighborhood  theatres  were  badly  hit 
several  times  during  the  week.  Once  the 
combination  of  bad  weather  and  a de- 
cidedly good  radio-program  night  kept 
patrons  home  in  droves.  The  nice  week- 
end found  patrons  going  down  to  the  loop 
or  rushing  outdoors  for  the  first  nice 
weather  in  many  days. 


Hays  Goes  East 

Chicago — Will  Hays  passed  through  the 
Windy  City  with  Mrs.  Hays  Monday,  en 
route  to  New  York  after  his  regular  mid- 
winter Hollywood  look-see.  Hays  reported 
many  outstanding  films  are  ready  for  re- 
lease or  are  in  production  currently. 


Henry  Imhoi 

Milwaukee — Henry  Imhof,  65,  one- 
time manager  of  the  Apollo  Theatre  here, 
died  last  week  at  his  farm  in  Granville 
township,  Waukesha  county. 


SPlR^GlIFlIllElLltt 

pOR  the  occasion  of  Lincoln’s  birthday, 

marked  annually  with  numerous  local 
ceremonies,  A.  R.  Zimmer,  manager  of  the 
Fox-Lincoln  Theatre,  displayed  a large  and 
excellent  picture  of  the  Great  Emanci- 
pator in  his  theatre  lobby  for  a week  be- 
fore and  after  February  12. 

The  Illinois  State  Journal  cooking  school 
was  held  last  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  at  the  Orpheum  Theatre 
from  9 a.  m.  to  12  o’clock  noon. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
Theatre,  tried  out  a patriotic  short  on  his 
patrons  last  week.  It  consists  of  the  play- 
ing of  the  “Star  Spangled  Banner,”  with 
colored  views  of  the  American  flag.  The 
audience  not  only  stood  at  attention,  but 
joined  in  the  singing.  Berman  plans  to 
run  the  short  on  every  holiday. 


Second  ATO  Regional  Set 
For  Indianapolis  Soon 

Indianapolis — The  second  of  two  region- 
al meetings  will  be  held  here  Thursday  by 
Associated  Tlieatre  Owners  of  Indiana. 
The  gathering,  embracing  district  No.  3, 
will  be  held  at  the  Antlers  Hotel.  The  first 
meeting,  for  district  No.  2,  was  held  this 
week  in  Muncie. 


Anniversary  Special 

Hollywood — “Doctors  Don’t  Tell,”  one 
of  Republic’s  Anniversary  Specials,  wUl  be 
directed  by  George  Nicholls  jr.  for  Pro- 
ducer Sol  Siegel. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  os  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 


66 


BOXOmCE  ::  February  18,  1939 


STEFFES  TO  BISMARCK  TO  URGE  GOVERNOR 
TO  VETO  REPEALER  OF  DIVORCE  MEASURE 

Move  by  N.  D.  Solons  Giveaways  Take  Firmer  Grip 

Comes  as  Surprise  -nir-  7- 

And  Suddenly  III  Loop  III  Minneapolis 


Minneapolis  — Rushing  to  Bismarck, 
N.  D.,  W.  A.  Steffes,  president  of  North- 
west Allied,  has  joined  a number  of  other 
independent  exhibitor  leaders  in  urging 
the  North  Dakota  governor  to  veto  the  re- 
pealer of  the  state’s  theatre  divorcement 
law.  Succeeding  in  this,  they  will  try  to 
induce  the  legislature,  which  just  passed 
the  repealer,  to  sustain  the  veto. 

With  Startling  Suddenness 

The  U.  S.  supreme  court  now  has  before 
it  the  issue  of  the  law’s  constitutionality. 
The  repealer  of  the  measure  prohibiting 
producer  or  distributor  ownership  and 
operation  of  theatres  and  compelling  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  (Paramount 
subsidiary)  to  divest  itself  of  its  15  North 
Dakota  theatres  came  with  a startling 
suddenness  that  surprised  most  of  the  in- 
dependent leaders.  Taking  swift  action, 
foes  of  divorcement  pushed  the  repealer 
through  both  the  lower  house  and  senate 
with  scarcely  any  debate  and  by  substan- 
tial majorities. 

Now  the  repealer  awaits  the  governor’s 
signature  to  become  effective  and  place 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  in  the  same 
position  it  was  before  the  divorcement  law 
was  enacted,  giving  the  big  circuit  the 
right  to  continue  to  own  and  operate  its 
North  Dakota  theatres — the  same  as  would 
be  the  case  if  it  won  its  attack  on  the 
measure’s  validity,  now  before  the  U.  S. 
supreme  court. 

Charge  “Fast  One” 

Working  feverishly  to  persuade  the  gov- 
ernor to  veto  the  repealer,  Steffes  and  his 
cohorts  are  confident  that,  despite  the 
repealer’s  easy  victory  in  both  houses,  it 
could  be  carried  again  over  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive’s stamp  of  disapproval.  They 
charge  a “fast  one”  was  pulled  and  the 
bill  was  “slipped  over”  without  many  of 
the  legislators  realizing  “what  it  was  all 
about.” 

In  this  they  are  backed  by  Majority 
Leader  R.  R.  School  of  the  lower  house 
who,  asserting  a majority  of  those  who 
voted  for  the  bill  didn’t  understand  its  im- 
port, induced  the  house  to  vote  for  recon- 
sideration and  to  call  upon  the  governor 
for  a veto. 

But  John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  general  manager,  asserts  the  leg- 
islature evidently  is  trying  to  right  a 
wrong  that  has  been  done  to  his  company. 
He  declares  that  the  legislators  undoubt- 
edly were  prompted  in  their  action  “by  a 
realization  of  the  law’s  injustice  and  lack 
of  justification  or  fairness.”  He  believes 
that  the  action  of  the  North  Dakota  leg- 
islature forecasts  doom  of  Allied  States’ 
efforts  to  obtain  passage  of  a similar 


Minneapolis — The  loop  here  is  sche- 
duled to  go  “gift”  conscious  March  1 
when  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.’s 
Lyric  and  Bill  Bison’s  Seventh  St.  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  Palace  and  Pan- 
tages  by  instituting  giveaway  games  and 
other  such  stunts  as  added  attractions. 

All  the  houses  in  question  are  subse- 
quent-run situations.  The  Lyric  has  a 25 
cent  admission  and  the  others  15  cents. 

Bison  and  John  J.  Friedl  of  Minnesota 
Amusement  declare  they’re  taking  the  step 
“with  great  reluctance,”  but  that  they  are 
forced  to  it  because  the  giveaway  games 
at  the  Pantages  in  particular  have  been 
cutting  so  deeply  into  their  business. 

There’ll  be  four  gift  nights  a week  at 
the  Seventh  St.  and  two  at  the  Lyric. 
Still  other  Minnesota  downtown  houses 


measure  in  Minnesota  and  other  states 
this  year. 

“The  legislators  have  come  to  under- 
stand that  conditions  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  North  Dakota  did  not  warrant  such 
drastic  action  and  that  the  law  was  not 
called  for,”  said  Friedl.  “I  hope  and  be- 
lieve the  governor  will  see  eye  to  eye  with 
the  legislators.” 

Would  Halt  Court  Action 

North  Dakota  was  the  first  and  is  the 
only  state  up  to  this  time  to  enact  theatre 
divorcement  legislation,  ostensibly  to  pro- 
tect the  small  independent  exhibitor  from 
the  alleged  unfair  competition  of  the  large 
producer-owned  theatre  chain.  Shortly 
before  the  law  was  to  go  into  effect  last 
year,  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Para- 
mount, et  al.,  brought  suit  in  federal  court 
attacking  its  validity.  However,  a federal 
court  tribunal,  following  a lengthy  trial, 
ruled  the  measure  constitutional.  The 
plaintiffs  have  appealed  to  the  U.  S.  su- 
preme court  which  has  agreed  to  pass  on 
the  validity. 

Pending  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  de- 
cision, the  state  of  North  Dakota,  de- 


House Speaker  Holds 
Repeal  Bill  Sig. 

Bismarck,  N.  D.  — Oscar  Hagen, 
speaker  of  the  house,  is  withholding 
his  signature  to  the  theatre  divorce- 
ment repeal  bill  after  being  informed 
that  the  justice  department  is  investi- 
gating circumstances  leading  to  the 
passage  of  the  repeal  measure  by  the 
state  legislature. 


may  go  in  for  the  giveaways,  and  W.  A. 
Steffes  is  threatening  to  reopen  his  Alvin 
with  pictures  and  large  cash  awards  every 
night  for  a dime. 

The  Palace  and  Pantages  are  prospering 
now  with  their  premium  nights,  but  the 
trade  is  wondering  how  giveaways  will  do 
in  four  or  more  houses  and  predictions  are 
being  made  that,  in  the  end,  the  stunts 
will  prove  an  expensive  proposition  all 
along  the  line,  with  showhouses  the  losers 
and  the  public  the  gainer.  It  is  feared, 
too,  that  trade  at  neighborhood  houses 
may  be  adversely  affected  by  the  loop  bat- 
tle of  giveaways. 

Gordie  Greene  at  the  Palace  began  the 
stimulant  downtown,  claiming  he  was 
forced  to  it  by  difficulty  in  obtaining 
screen  product.  The  Pantages  started  its 
giveaways  some  time  later. 


Still  No  Lessee  for 
The  Minnesota 

Minneapolis — Owners  of  the  4,200-seat 
Minnesota  Theatre  declare  that  there  stiU 
are  no  negotiations  in  progress  for  its 
rental.  There  have  been  a number  of  in- 
quiries regarding  the  showhouse  which  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  abandoned,  but 
no  prospective  lessee  is  on  the  horizon. 

Owners  of  the  building  paid  $25  to  the 
stage  hands’  union  to  have  letters  adver- 
tising the  Gopher  Theatre,  a Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  showhouse,  removed  from 
the  canopy. 

The  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has 
taken  out  of  the  theatre  the  sound  equip- 
ment, much  stage  equipment,  hangings, 
drapes  and  art  objects  which  it  owns.  It 
is  estimated  that  it  would  cost  anywhere 
from  $30,000  to  $75,000  to  reopen  the  the- 
atre properly.  Ground  rent,  taxes  and 
insurance  aggregate  in  excess  of  $75,000  a 
year.  There  also  is  the  problem  of  product. 


fendant  in  the  action,  consented  to  permit 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  to  continue 
to  own  and  operate  its  theatres.  If  the  re- 
pealer is  undisturbed,  the  present  suit,  of 
course,  will  be  dropped  and  the  U.  S.  su- 
preme court  will  not  have  to  pass  on  the 
law’s  constitutionality.  But  separation 
of  film  producing  and  theatre  ownership 
also  is  sought  by  the  federal  government 
in  its  pending  suit  against  some  of  the 
major  distributors. 
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DIVORCEMENT  BILLS  APPEAR  IN  THE  HOPPERS 
OF  NEIGHBOR  STATES  MISSOURI  AND  KANSAS 


Violation  Would  Constitute  Anti  SRO  and  Constiuction 

Misdemeanor;  Deadline  n n njr 

Set  at  Jan.  L 1940  Revisioii  BUls  III  Missouri 


Kansas  City — Coincidental  with  the  gov- 
ernment’s insistence  upon  divorcement  of 
theatres  and  production-distribution,  two 
state  legislatures  have  received  “divorce- 
ment” bills — Kansas  two  weeks  ago  and 
Missouri  last  week. 

The  Missouri  bill,  H.  B.  252,  is  practically 
identical  with  that  introduced  in  Kansas. 
Introduced  by  Representatives  Smart  and 
Turner  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  it  is  an  act 
to  prohibit  the  operation  of  motion  picture 
theatres  which  are  owned,  or  operated,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  producers  or  distribu- 
tors of  motion  picture  films. 

By  the  act,  it  is  made  unlawful  after 
January  1,  1940,  to  operate  any  motion 
picture  theatre  in  Missouri  which  is  owned 
or  operated  by  any  producer  of  picture 
films  or  in  which  any  such  producer  has 
any  interest  of  any  natm’e.  Tlie  operator 
of  a theatre  would  be  required  to  file,  on 
January  15  of  each  year,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  an  affidavit  that  such  the- 
atre is  not  so  owned.  Violation  constitutes 
a misdemeanor. 

Tire  bill  is  made  a “revision  bill”  to  tie 
in  with  a revision  program  under  way  in 
the  Missouri  legislature. 


Universal  to  Build  New 
Exchange  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — Construction  is  expected 
to  be  started  within  a week  or  two  on 
a new  exchange  building  for  Universal 
Film  Exchanges,  Inc.,  Leroy  J.  Miller, 
branch  manager,  said  this  week.  Tlie 
two-story  building,  of  modern  architecture, 
and  air  conditioned  throughout,  is  being 
built  by  Dr.  Zoglin  for  Universal  occu- 
pancy about  June  1.  Offices  will  be  on  the 
second  floor,  which  will  run  only  a part 
of  the  length  of  the  first  floor.  On  the 
first  floor  will  be  located  the  booking,  in- 
spection, shipping,  and  advertising  depart- 
ments. It  will  be  on  sidewalk  level. 

The  lot  on  which  the  exchange  building 
will  be  located  is  just  east  of  the  Metro 
exchange  on  West  18th  St.  Universal  has 
been  at  1710  Wyandotte  for  the  past  eight 
years. 

17-Year-Old  Youth  Steers 
LeeRoy  at  Wallace 

Wallace,  Neb. — Robert  E.  Lee,  17-year- 
old  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Lee  here, 
has  taken  over  management  of  the  LeeRoy 
Theatre  in  Wallace.  He  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  youngest  exhibitors  in  the 
business. 

The  house  was  formerly  managed  by 
Harry  Schroeder. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Awaiting  action  in 
the  Missouri  legislature  is  H.  B.  65,  intro- 
duced by  Rep.  Woodsmall,  which  is  a com- 
bination SRO  and  theatre  building  bill. 
Designated  an  “amendment  to  the  statute 
on  construction  and  arrangement  of  public 
buildings  (Sec.  13765,  Article  3,  Chapter 
113,  revised  statutes  of  Missouri,  1929),” 
the  bill  calls  for  4-foot  central  aisles,  and 
prohibits  sale  of  tickets  for  standing  room. 

“Every  place  for  public  amusement  shall 
have  at  least  the  following  arrangements 
for  the  safety  from  fire  of  those  attend- 
ing,” the  bill  reads.  “The  seats  shall  be 
located  in  rows  with  spaces  between  ade- 
quate for  easy  ingress  and  egress  and  an 
aisle  of  at  least  four  feet  in  width  shall 
run  centrally  between  rows  on  the  lowest 
floor,  if  more  than  one  floor,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  seats  toward  the 
place  of  the  performance,  exhibition  or 
speaking,  as  far  as  seats  are  located,  and 
if  there  be  only  one  floor,  then  between 
the  rows  on  that  floor,  and,  if  the  floor 
be  in  excess  of  20  feet  in  width,  also 
an  aisle  of  at  least  three  feet  in  width 
shall  be  made  to  run  along  the  outward 
ends  of  the  said  row  of  seats,  and  also 
around  or  along  the  ends  of  all  rows  of 
seats  wherever  located,  and  all  aisles  shall 
be  kept  unobstructed  toward  places  of 
egress;  all  seats  shall  be  located  in  rows. 


Kansas  House  Approves 
Token-Killing  Bill 

Kansas  City — In  Kansas  the  house  of 
I’epresentatives  has  passed  the  bill  to  do 
away  with  tokens  in  collection  of  the  two 
per  cent  sales  tax.  A bracket  system  would 
be  used  and  only  pennies  collected. 

In  Missouri,  H.  B.  87  by  Rep.  Rainwater 
would  license  walkathons,  $30  a day  in 
the  county,  $60  in  a city. 

Variety  Club  Refugee 
Drive  Nearing  Goal 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club’s  drive  to  raise  $25,000  for  European 
refugees  relief  through  the  sale  of  50,000 
theatre  tickets  is  near  victory.  Indications 
are  that  the  goal  will  be  attained  by  next 
Saturday,  according  to  W.  A.  Steffes,  chief 
barker  of  the  club,  who  initiated  the 
campaign. 


Neiswander  Resigns 

Kansas  City — Dale  Neiswander,  district 
manager  for  RCA  Mfg.  Co.,  here,  resigned 
February  14  to  go  with  the  Interstate  Sup- 
ply Co.,  St.  Louis,  as  general  manager. 


to  which  such  aisles  shall  conform.  All 
doors  for  egress  shall  open  outwardly,  and 
there  shall  be  as  many  doors  for  egress 
for  those  in  attendance  as  can  be  made 
consistently  with  the  proper  strength  to  the 
building. 

“All  scenery  shall  be  made  as  secure 
against  becoming  inflamed  as  reasonably 
practicable,  and  also  all  reasonably  prac- 
ticable arrangements  shall  be  made  for 
. . . supply  of  water  or  other  means  for 
extinguishment  of  fires,  and  they  shall 
be  kept  constantly  effective  during  the 
presence  of  an  audience. 

“No  more  persons  shall  be  admitted  into 
any  such  place  than  there  are  seats  there- 
for located  as  aforesaid.” 

A hearing  was  held  on  H.  B.  65  in  Jef- 
ferson City,  Mo.,  Tuesday  evening.  The- 
atremen,  represented  by  L.  O.  Honig,  in 
charge  of  real  estate  for  Fox  Midwest 
Theatres,  Inc.;  Edd  J.  Haas,  Fox  Midwest 
district  manager;  Reube  Finkelstein,  who 
operates  the  Belmont,  Byam,  and  Jay- 
hawk  in  Greater  Kansas  City  and  R.  R. 
Biechele,  of  the  Kansas-Missouri  The- 
atres Ass’n,  protested  the  inclusion  in  the 
bill  of  a clause  making  it  a misdemeanor 
to  sell  tickets  when  all  the  seats  were 
taken,  and  the  provision  that  aisles  shall 
be  located  “centrally”  in  the  theatre. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  bill  will  pass. 

Bosworth  Boosts  Films 
For  Youthful  Careers 

Minneapolis  — Motion  pictures  offer 
young  people  possessing  real  talent,  per- 
sonality and  looks  the  finest  of  careers, 
Hobart  Bosworth,  veteran  stage  and  screen 
star,  told  a luncheon  gathering  here,  ex- 
pressing pride  in  his  own  long  associa- 
tion with  the  screen. 

The  occasion  was  a get-together  of  the 
30  leading  local  applicants  in  the  Jesse 
Lasky-RKO  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  tal- 
ent search.  RKO  here  had  as  its  guests 
Mayor  George  E.  Leach,  newspaper  and 
radio  people,  including  Earl  Gammons, 
WCCO  general  manager,  Mr.  Bosworth 
and  Darrell  Donnell,  his  associate  in  mak- 
ing the  screen  tests.  L.  E.  Goldhammer, 
local  RKO  branch  manager,  was  host. 

Following  the  luncheon,  tests  of  the  30 
applicants  were  made  at  the  WCCO  studio 
and  the  two  winners  were  chosen  to  com- 
pete with  winners  of  two  other  cities  in 
the  Minneapolis  district. 


Snyder  Opens  Theatre 
Kansas  City — L.  C.  “Snip”  Snyder,  who 
operates  the  Mainstreet  at  Oakley,  Kas., 
has  opened  the  State,  Fort  Collins,  Colo. 
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Commonwealth  Has 
Suggestion  Plan 

Kansas  City — A new  idea  was  formally 
introduced  to  managers  and  associates  of 
Commonwealth  Amusement  Corp.  at  their 
convention  at  the  Hotel  President  here, 
February  8 and  9.  The  company  has 
evolved  a suggestion  department,  and  pe- 
riodically Commonwealth  will  offer  prizes 
to  employes,  managers  and  associates  who 
offer  the  best  ideas  in  connection  with 
exhibition,  promotion,  operation,  economy, 
etc. 

Commonwealth  experimented  with  the 
idea  four  weeks  prior  to  the  convention, 
said  C.  A.  Schultz,  head  of  the  company, 
and  in  that  period  received  38  suggestions 
touching  on  improvement  in  every  phase 
of  the  business.  Suggestions  are  received 
at  Commonwealth  offices  here,  are  mimeo- 
graphed, with  each  suggestion  carrying  a 
number  rather  than  a name,  and  then 
are  forwarded  to  managers  of  theatres  for 
their  vote  as  to  the  best  ones.  The  five 
receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  en- 
titles those  who  made  them  to  prizes. 

Method  of  handling  insures  that  man- 
agers will  read  them,  and  in  addition  to 
this,  the  suggestions  will  be  discussed 
thoroughly  at  the  weekly  staff  meetings 
which  now  become  a feature  of  Common- 
wealth operation. 

Objective  is  to  make  all  employes  show- 
manship-conscious, and,  of  course,  to  in- 
ject new  ideas  constantly  into  the  opera- 
tion of  Commonwealth  houses. 

“Times  such  as  we  are  now  in  offer  un- 
usual opportunities  for  constructive  effort 
to  the  fellows  who  really  tackle  their  jobs 
with  increased  energy,  who  work  twice  as 


Pay  Their  Debts — 

Kansas  City — Climax  of  the  convention 
of  Commonwealth  Amusement  Corp.  man- 
agers here  February  8 and  9 at  the  Hotel 
President  was  a “wheelbarrow”  party  on 
Filmrow,  Thursday  afternoon,  in  a driz- 
zling rain.  Losers  in  the  contest  for  box- 
office  results  last  fall  wheeled  the  win- 
ners in  full  view  of  “the  trade.” 

Pushers  were  the  “Fighting  Irish,”  who 
lost  the  contest.  They  were  “Captain” 
Bob  Shelton  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.;  Jim 
Owen,  Branson,  Mo.;  L.  J.  Lenhart,  Clin- 
ton, Mo.;  L.  W.  Morris,  Great  Bend,  Kas.; 
Raymond  McKittrick,  Harrisonville,  Mo.; 
Harry  Wareham,  Manhattan,  Kas.;  Roy 
Jones,  Marceline,  Mo.;  Jack  Stephenson, 
Monett,  Mo.;  J.  J.  McClure,  Osawatomie, 


hard  as  ever  before  to  pull  through  and 
deliver  and  who  go  just  as  though  there 
were  no  depression,”  Schultz  told  the  con- 
vention. 

“Unwise  and  immature  management  can 
go  very  well  during  good  times,  but  under 
stress  loose  management  invariably  must 


— Photos  by  Cresswell 


Kas.;  Lee  Miller,  Kansas  City;  Rex  Bar- 
rett, Columbia,  Mo.;  R.  V.  Marchbank, 
Washington,  Mo.;  K.  K.  King,  Searcy,  Ark., 
Jack  Kempton,  Hoisington,  Kas. 

Riders,  “The  Redskins,”  were  “Captain” 
M.  B.  Smith,  Garden  City,  Kas.;  Paul 
Stonum,  Carrollton,  Mo.;  Dick  Curry,  Chil- 
licothe.  Mo.;  M.  N.  Hillyer,  Creston,  la.; 
Prank  Dodson,  Ellsworth,  Kas.;  Glen 
Deeter,  Herrington,  Kas.;  Huston  Sterrett, 
Kinsley,  Kas.;  Stan  Schwahn,  Lawrence, 
Kas.;  Emory  Scott,  Lawrence,  Kas.;  Ed 
Harris,  Neosho,  Mo.;  Ray  Holmes,  Norton, 
Kas.;  W.  O.  Lenhart,  Trenton,  Mo.;  D.  E. 
Fitten,  Harrison,  Ark.,  and  Bob  Guise, 
Goodland,  Kas, 


step  aside  under  the  pressure  of  tough 
competition.  We  are  living  in  an  era  that 
won’t  tolerate  inefficiency. 

“Production  organizations  have  struck 
their  strides,”  Schultz  believes.  “The  pic- 
tures we  have  coming  up,  together  with 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


When  Commonwealth  Held  a Meeting — 


Kansas  City — Commonwealth  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  managers,  who  met  February 
8 and  9 at  the  Hotel  President,  here,  in 
their  first  convention  of  1939.  Reading 
from  left  to  right,  in  the  Back  Row:  Wen- 
dell Lenhart,  Trenton,  Mo.;  Emory  Scott, 
Pattee,  Lawrence,  Kas.;  Ray  McKittrick, 
Harrisonville,  Mo.;  Walt  Kirkham,  book- 
ing department;  Rex  Barrett,  Columbia, 
Mo.;  Lee  Miller,  Ashland,  Kansas  City; 


K.  K.  King,  Searcy,  Ark.;  Lloyd  Morris, 
Great  Bend,  Kas.;  Paul  Stonum,  Carroll- 
ton, Mo.;  Huston  Sterrett,  Kinsley,  Kas. 
Center  Row:  M.  N.  Hillyer,  Creston,  la.; 
Bob  Guise,  Goodland,  Kas.;  Bob  Shelton, 
Warrensburg,  Mo.;  Bob  Marchbank,  Wash- 
ington, Mo.;  Jack  Kempton,  Hoisington, 
Kas.;  Joe  McClure,  Osawatomie,  Kas.;  M. 
B.  Smith,  Garden  City,  Kas.;  Stan 
Schwahn,  Granada,  Lawrence,  Kas.;  Jack 


Stephenson,  Monett,  Mo.;  Ed  Harris, 
Neosho,  Mo.  Front  Row:  Glen  Deeter, 
Herrington,  Kas.;  Frank  Dodson,  Ells- 
worth, Kas.;  Harry  Wareham,  Manhattan, 
Kas.;  C.  A.  Schultz,  Kansas  City;  C.  C. 
Sterrett,  Kinsley,  Kas.;  O.  K.  Mason,  Kan- 
sas City;  Roy  Jones,  Marceline,  Mo.;  Dick 
Curry,  Chillicothe,  Mo.;  Ray  Holmes,  Nor- 
ton, Kas.;  C.  M.  “Cap”  Bassman,  Hermann, 
Mo. 
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gEN  SPEWAK  thinks  he  can  put  over  the 

huge  Minnesota  with  10-20-35-cent 
vaudeville,  but  he  hasn’t  started  to  dicker 
for  the  house  yet  . . . Dorothy  Crane  en- 
joying a ‘home  town  vacation,’  being  a 
temporary  resident  of  the  Francis  Drake 
Hotel  while  her  family  sojourns  in  sunnier 
climes  . . . Sherman  Fitch,  RKO  branch 
manager  at  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  released 
from  the  hospital  and  convalescing  at 
home  . . . Cliff  Gill  of  the  Eddie  Ruben 
offices  an  uncle  or  something. 

Carl  Engstrom  and  Eddie  Swanson,  two 
of  Filmrow’s  most  regular  Monday  visitors, 
failed  to  show  up  this  week.  Must  have 
been  a good  reason  . . . Emery  Eckherg, 
South  St.  Paul  theatre  manager,  back  on 
the  job  after  a two  months’  illness  . . . 
Seen  at  the  King  Tut  prizefight  ringside: 
W.  A.  Steffes,  Bennie  Berger,  Harry 
Dryer,  Eddie  Ruben,  Don  Woods  and 
Lowell  Kaplan,  among  others. 

Pantages  Theatre  was  “quick  on  the 
draw”  to  rush  in  “Storm  in  a Teacup,” 
featuring  Vivien  Leigh,  the  “Gone  With 
the  Wind”  selection  . . . The  same  house 
attracted  plenty  of  attention  with  “Wells 
Fargo,”  Ray  Close,  its  exploiteer,  engineer- 
ing a tieup  with  Railway  Express  result- 
ing in  an  actual  Wells  Fargo  stage  being 
escorted  through  downtown  streets  by  15 
modern  express  trucks. 

Do  You  Remember  When — Bill  Shartin, 
Warner  Bros’  city  salesman,  was  a beer 
salesman  (.near  beer,  at  that)  . . . Ted 
Bolnick,  one  of  Eddie  Ruben’s  right  hand 
men  now  and  former  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  head  booker,  was  treasurer  at 
the  Shubert  Theatre  . . . Tom  Burke  of 
Trailer-Made,  Ralph  Branton  of  the  Min- 
nesota Amusement  Co.  and  Harold  John- 
son, Universal  branch  manager,  were  hot 
shots  of  the  old  F&R  film  exchange  . . . 
Gordon  Greene,  Palace  manager,  used  to 
sing  on  the  stage,  accompanying  colored 
slides  on  the  screen  . . . Mike  Mayan,  a 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  district  super- 
visor, carried  the  title  of  ‘Princess  Mike’ 
— all  so  long  ago? 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  George  Miner,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.; 
Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.;  Jack  Hey- 
wood.  New  Richmond,  Wis.;  Charlie  Can- 
naught,  Olivia,  Minn.;  Ed  Johnson,  Red- 
wood Falls,  Minn.;  Lewis  Handy,  Preston, 
Minn.;  Paul  Perizzo,  Winnebago,  Minn.; 
Bert  Parson,  Sauk  Center,  Minn.;  A1  Ash- 
enbrenner.  Staples,  Minn.;  Billy  Benfield, 
Graceville,  Minn.;  M.  A.  Zimmerman,  La- 
kota,  N.  D.,  and  Edna  BogumUl,  Thorpe, 
Wis. 

Bill  Crystal,  Grand  National  branch 
manager,  on  a two  weeks’  trip  into  the 
Dakotas  . . . “Son  of  Frankenstein’’  goes 
into  St.  Paul  Orpheum  this  week  and  into 
the  Orpheum  here  next  . . . Harold  John- 
son, Universal  branch  manager,  visited 
northern  Minnesota  accounts  . . . "Jesse 
James’’  is  setting  records.  Ran  a full 
week  in  little  Mankato,  Minn.,  and  two 
full  ones  in  St.  Paul — one  of  the  few  pic- 
tures able  to  boast  of  such  accomplish- 
ments . . . Ed.  Furni,  veteran  Twin  City 
showman,  now  manager  of  the  St.  Paul 
Auditorium,  has  been  named  a member  of 
the  board  of  the  annual  St.  Paul  Winter 


Carnival — quite  an  honor  . . . Leonard, 
young  son  of  Frank  Eisenberg,  United  Ar- 
tists salesman,  recovering  from  a mastoid 
operation. 

Myrtle  Kelly,  Universal  booker,  beset 
by  flu  . . . Walter  E.  Branson,  captain  of 
the  George  Schaefer  sales  drive,  spent  a 
few  hours  here  addressing  the  combined 
Minneapolis,  Sioux  Falls  and  Winnipeg 
RKO  sales  staffs  here.  He’s  covering  the 
entire  U.  S.  in  32  days  by  train  and  won’t 
spend  a single  night  in  a hotel  during 
that  time  . . . Gene  Meredith  of  Warner 
Bros,  back  again  to  his  old  love,  wrestling, 
since  they’ve  started  bringing  in  the  top- 
notchers  once  more  . . . Bill  Shartin  still 
first  and  Charlie  Jackson  in  second  place 
in  the  race  of  local  Warner  Bros.’  salesmen 
for  top  honors  in  the  Sears  drive. 

Myron  Adcock,  Warner  Bros.’  North 
Dakota  salesman,  laid  up  by  illness  . . . 
“Pygmalion’’  into  the  Century  here  March 
3 . . . Fred  Holzapfel,  veteran  north  Min- 
neapolis exhibitor,  in  St.  Mary’s  hospital 
recuperating  from  an  appendectomy  . . . 
Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  Bros.’  district  man- 
ager, in  town  over  the  weekend  . . . Dean 
Lutz,  son  of  the  Warner  Bros.’  mainten- 
ance engineer,  was  a Golden  Gloves  box- 
ing tournament  entry. 

Heavy  snowstorms,  sub-zero  tempera- 
tures and  icy  roads  have  made  the  going 
hard  for  film  salesmen  and  film  trucks 
and  hurt  theatre  business  plenty  . . . “Hy” 
Chapman  reveals  that  many  Twin  City 
neighborhood  exhibitors  already  are  clam- 
oring to  play  repeat  engagements  of  “You 
Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  but,  he  insists, 
there’ll  be  no  repeat  runs  vmtil  it  has 
played  all  situations,  including  the  15- 
centers.  Everybody  must  have  a break, 
he  says. 

George  Granstrom,  prominent  St.  Paul 
independent  exhibitor,  on  the  job  at  his 
theatre  again  after  an  illness  which,  how- 
ever, didn’t  keep  him  from  working  on  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club’s  $25,000  refugees’ 
drive  . . . Columbia  plugging  “Inside  the 
White  House,”  short  subject  . . . Bill  Cam- 
eron, M-G-M  city  salesman,  planning  a 
jaunt  with  the  wife  to  the  Southland. 
He’ll  visit  New  Orleans  and  big  lake  train- 
ing camps  . . . Irving  Gillman,  local  exhi- 
bitor, visited  Duluth  on  business  . . . Mickey 
Coen,  M-G-M  salesman,  vacationing  in 
Omaha  and  Milwaukee. 

Nose  of  Don  Monroe  Is 
Broken  in  Five  Places 

Lincoln — Don  Monroe,  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Colonial  Theatre,  had  his  nose 
broken  in  five  places,  when  he  was  at- 
tacked while  trying  to  throw  a transient 
out  of  the  theatre  for  creating  a disturb- 
ance. The  slugger  smashed  his  glasses. 

This  is  the  second  beating  in  the  Colo- 
nial lobby  in  three  weeks,  Henry  Zieg,  the 
doorman,  getting  a lacing  when  three 
pumped  him  recently. 


Metro  Adds  Two  Writers 

Hollywood  — Metro  has  added  Geza 
Herczeg  and  Robert  Riley  Crutcher  to  their 
scripting  staff. 


New  Commonwealth 
Business  Plan  Set 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
the  seasonable  improvement,  bring  us  op- 
portunities that  should  surely  lead  to  good 
boxoffice  results.” 

Schultz  stressed  the  importance  of  civic 
contacts,  community  work,  such  as  mem- 
bership in  civic  organizations,  help  with 
boy  and  girl  scout  activities,  etc.;  perfect- 
ing of  theatre  service,  and  economy  in 
operation. 

He  warned  managers  they  are  faced  with 
increasing  competition  of  a permanent 
sort  from  swimming  pools  and  other  recre- 
ational centers  financed  by  government 
money. 

“The  only  way  to  meet  such  competi- 
tion,” he  said,  “is  to  convince  the  public 
that  ours  is  the  best  type  of  entertain- 
ment. Another  competitive  factor  today 
is  that  the  public  has  grown  to  expect, 
and  therefore  to  demand,  better  pictures, 
better  exhibition,  more  competent  man- 
power. This  means  that  managers  must 
in  many  cases  revise  and  refresh  their 
policies  in  order  to  meet  changing  condi- 
tions.” 

The  Commonwealth  group  were  guests 
of  the  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  exchange 
Wednesday  evening  at  a dinner  in  the 
Hotel  Muehlebach.  Harris  P.  Wolfberg, 
district  manager;  Frank  Hensler,  branch 
manager,  and  other  executives  of  the  ex- 
change, together  with  bookers,  were  hosts. 

Sickness  kept  several  managers  and  as- 
sociates, including  Lee  Jones,  Kansas  City; 
Lloyd  Lenliart,  Clinton,  Mo.;  Jim  Owen, 
Branson,  Mo.,  and  D.  E.  Fitten,  Harrison, 
Ark.  C.  L.  McVey  of  Herrington,  Kas.,  was 
on  vacation. 

Pierce  City  House  Into 
Commonwealth  Family 

Kansas  City — On  February  19,  Common- 
wealth will  enter  into  a partnership  with 
Mrs.  E.  Nolan  in  the  control  and  operation 
of  the  Strand  at  Pierce  City,  Mo.,  and  the 
Ozark  at  Cassville,  Mo. 

Commonwealth  entered  the  agreement 
at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Nolan,  according  to 
C.  A.  Schultz,  head  of  the  group.  Mrs. 
Nolan  will,  as  soon  as  operation  under  the 
new  setup  has  been  worked  out,  take  a 
rest  in  California.  Mrs.  Nolan  plans  to 
return  and  manage  the  properties  with 
Commonwealth. 

Memory  Baseball  Being 
Featured  by  Goldberg 

Omaha — Goldberg  houses  here  are  fea- 
turing Memory  Baseball,  a quiz  contest, 
broadcast  each  Wednesday  night  from 
8:30-9:00  over  KOIL  from  the  Town  stage. 

Two  teams  of  nine  persons  each  are 
drafted  from  the  audience  and  quizzed 
on  a variety  of  questions.  Prizes  go  to 
the  winners. 

A team  of  men  students  from  Omaha 
university  nipped  a team  of  girls  from 
the  local  model  school  at  the  first  contest, 
8-7.  It  was  a triumph  for  brains  over 
beauty. 

The  Dundee  also  is  featuring  it. 
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Two-Men-In-Booth  Bill  Would 
Hit  Small  Houses  in  Iowa 


^AY  MATHIS,  who  operates  the  Club  at 
Granby,  Mo.,  has  developed  quite  a cir- 
cuit of  theatres  in  that  section  of  the  ter- 
ritory. He  now  has  a total  of  six  houses, 
the  one  at  Granby,  and  others  at  Ander- 
son, Seneca  and  Wheatland,  Mo.,  and 
Commerce  and  Ketchum,  Okla.  He  just 
recently  took  over  the  house  at  Wheatland. 

It  was  anniversary  night  at  the  Muehle- 
bach  Grill  Saturday  night,  February  11. 
The  R.  R.  Thompsons  (of  Universal)  were 
celebrating  his  birthday  and  their  anni- 
versary; the  Beverly  Millers  (of  Book 
Treasures)  were  celebrating  her  birthday; 
the  Edd  Haas’s  (of  Fox  Midwest),  his 
birthday.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Gilles  also 
were  in  the  party. 

Miss  Mabel  Piske  of  Grand  National  is 
expected  back  on  the  job  next  week  after 
a long  illness.  Jxme  Medcalf  has  been  car- 
rying on  for  her. 

The  Maywood,  Independence,  Mo.,  is 
taking  on  Book  Treasures  as  its  first  give- 
away. The  house,  operated  by  J.  A.  Beck- 
er, has  never  before  offered  a premium. 

On  the  Row:  J.  E.  Pennington,  Topeka, 
Kas.;  Charles  Thomas,  Sweet  Springs,  Mo.; 
John  Kongs,  Seneca,  Kas.;  Charley  Lan- 
caster, Strong  City,  Kas.;  Mrs.  Marion 
Miller,  Boonville,  Mo.;  George  Hayob,  Mar- 
shall, Mo. 

Tom  Dyer  of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre 
Supply  Co.,  Oklahoma  City,  was  here  Tues- 
day paying  a visit  to  Don  “Hifi”  Davis 
before  leaving  for  Chicago. 

This  guy  Zack  Beiser  at  Columbia  ap- 
pears amiable  enough,  but  don’t  give  him 
a pistol.  He’s  shooting  with  the  110th  En- 
gineers Officers  team  in  the  Greater  Kan- 
sas City  Pistol  League — 15  matches  being 
popped  off  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days. Zack  is  a second  lieutenant. 

Art  Pugh,  who  operates  theatres  at  Fre- 
donia  and  Erie,  Kas.,  is  going  to  build  a 
new  one  in  Fredonia,  a small,  second  house 
to  his  present  Whiteway  there. 

“I’ve  got  a lot  of  friends,  I see,’’  com- 
mented Johnny  Scott,  of  Republic-Mid- 
west February  14  when  he  received  a Val- 
entine, appropriately  illustrated,  reading: 

You  act  as  though  you  own  the  world 
And  everybody  in  it, 

But  everybody  knows  your  heart 
Is  smaller  than  a minute. 

Republic-Midwest  has  a salesmen’s  and 
bookers’  drive  on  during  February,  March 
and  April  . . . C.  M.  Parkhurst  of  Re- 
public-Midwest is  slap-happy  these  days 
with  those  stickers  on  “Man  of  Conquest” 
he  leaves  sticking  in  your  hand  after  a 
handshake. 

Frank  Dodson  of  the  Golden  Bell,  Ells- 
worth, Kas.,  is  installing  new  blowers, 
preparing  for  summer  weather  . . . Max 
Davisson  is  installing  100  new  seats  in 
his  Star  at  Clay  Center,  Kas. 

Glen  Klock,  who  recently  took  over  the 
Peoples  Theatre  in  Fredonia,  Kas.,  is  in- 
stalling complete  washed  air  equipment, 
projectors  and  sound  equipment,  carpet, 
drapes,  light  fixtures,  screen,  etc.,  pur- 
chased from  the  National  Theatre  Supply. 


Shifts  in  Programs 
Seen  in  Lincoln 

Lincoln  — When  the  Orpheum,  to  be 
called  the  Nebraska,  opens  here,  it  is  un- 
derstood there  will  be  an  extended  policy 
shift  in  the  three  J.  H.  Cooper  houses. 
The  ace  Stuart’s  single  feature  policy  with 
“A’’  pictures  will  move  to  the  Orpheum. 

The  Stuart  is  then  being  groomed  as  a 
dualler  for  the  “B”  plusers,  and  the  Lin- 
coln will  be  a dual  splitter.  This  means 
seven  first-run  films  per  week  for  the 
Cooper  houses. 

Meantime,  the  Nebraska  Theatres,  Inc., 
is  using  four  and  sometimes  five  first  run- 
ners a week,  which  makes  11  or  12  firsts 
each  seven  days.  It’ll  probably  make  the 
film  companies  very  happy. 

It’s  tough  on  the  town’s  film  reviewer, 
however,  because,  Barney  Oldfield,  Sunday 
Journal  and  Star  looksee,  ganders  them 
all.  Pace  should  allow  him  to  beat  his 
all-time  record  of  1938  when  he  saw  526. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treos. 


Des  Moines — Rep.  William  Judd  of  Clin- 
ton, la.,  has  introduced  a bill  which  would 
require  all  theatres  in  the  state  in  towns 
of  1,200  or  over  to  keep  two  projectionists 
on  duty  at  all  times  while  the  machine 
is  in  operation. 

The  bill  took  local  operators  and  the- 
atre owners  by  surprise.  When  contacted 
Thursday,  neither  group  was  aware  the 
bill  had  been  presented. 

George  Hartnett,  legislative  representa- 
tive for  the  lATSE,  said  the  bill  had  not 
come  through  regular  channels  and  that 
he  was  at  a loss  to  explain  it. 

“We  tried  to  get  a similar  bill  through 
four  years  ago  and  again  two  years  ago,” 
he  said,  “but  the  operators  around  the 
state  know  nothing  of  this  one,  and  are 
not  behind  it.  Doubtless  it  originated  with 
the  Clinton  group  independently.” 

G.  Ralph  Branton  of  Tri-States  The- 
atre Corp.  and  Myron  Blank  of  Central 
States  were  both  out  of  town  and  could 
not  be  reached  for  a statement.  Neither 
organization  had  heard  of  Representative 
Judd’s  action. 

If  passed,  the  bill  will  not  affect  larger 
local  theatres  which  already  comply  with 
its  stipulations. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  18,  1939 


73 


QLYDE  PRATT  returnde  from  Mexico 
with  so  many  trinkets  that  the  Repub- 
lic force  is  thinking  about  turning  the 
place  into  a curio  shop  . . . A.  E.  Thiele, 
Des  Moines  Theatre  Supply,  is  pinch-hit- 
ting for  his  steno,  Mildred  Barquist.  He’s 
a right  dainty  little  typist,  too  . . . Lake 
Tilton,  shipper,  slipped  and  hurt  his 
ankle  (he  blames  the  ice,  but  our  scout 
reports  another  angle)  , . . Mrs,  Roy  Chan- 
sky  and  daughter,  Ginger,  are  feeling  bet- 
ter now. 

Stall  Mayer  says  appendicitis  is  con- 
tagious. Mrs.  Mayer  is  convalescing  at 
home  after  an  appendectomy,  and  Edith 
Levitt  at  the  office  decides  to  have  one, 
too  . . . Larry  Paulson,  dashing  young 
Fox  salesman,  has  been  transferred  to 
Denver  . . . There’s  a new  girl,  Helen  Bax- 
ter, at  Paramount,  because  Dorothy  Flynn, 
R.  W.  Copeland’s  secretary  decided  to  take 
her  housekeeping  seriously  . . . John  Sher- 
man at  Service  Theatre  is  a descendant  of 
the  famous  general  who  swore  “War  is 
Hell.” 

Sam  Clark,  Warner  exploiteer  out  of 
Chicago,  was  in  and  out  of  town  in  a day 
. . . Whadja  say  you  did  over  the  weekend 
in  Omaha,  Don  West?  Art  Anderson  wants 
to  know.  He  says  Beatty  is  still  first  in  the 
Warner  Derby,  but  that  Folsom  may  nose 
him  out  yet  . . . The  F.  E.  Judds  and  the 


UNIQUE  exploitation  stunt  by  Doc 
Twedt  of  the  Lido  Theatre  in  Manly 
is  going  awry,  but  he  won’t  know  about 
it  until  he  reads  this:  He’s  growing  a 
beard  so  he'll  look  fierce  and  outlawish 
when  he  shows  “Jesse  James,”  but  if  the 
reaction  of  Stan  Mayer’s  secretary,  Ida 
Peters,  can  be  trusted,  Doc’d  better  give 
it  up.  Says  Ida:  “Oh,  he  looks  Soooo 
CUTE!” 


Charles  Paris  and  Alton  Smith  opened 
the  Paris  Theatre  in  Alton,  la.,  Febru- 
ary 4. 


Elmer  Burch  is  hard  to  keep  tab  of  any 
more  . . . He  lives  in  Beaconsfield,  runs 
a theatre  at  Kellerton,  and  is  opening  an- 
other at  Tingley.  Service  Theatre  Supply 
is  helping  him  install  new  seats,  projec- 
tors, screen,  and  generally  remodeling  the 
old  theatre  building  there. 


Tliey  say  that  if  you  see  G.  H.  Carl  of 
Baton  once,  you’U  never  forget  him. 


Knoxville  patrons  won’t  get  hot  under 
the  collar  this  summer  if  Mrs.  Hoffman 
can  help  it.  She  bought  a new  cooling 
system  for  the  Grand  Theatre  from  the 
Des  Moines  Theatre  Supply. 


That’s  a jaunty  red  cap  Mrs.  F.  B. 
Alexander  of  Thompson  wears. 


Charles  and  Walt  Peterson,  the  popular 
father-son  team  from  Hampton,  have  a 
reputation  for  being  a couple  of  jolly 


Bob  Hoeses  are  in  Kaycee  this  weekend 
. . . Bing  Miller  (who  resents  having  been 
called  a Universal  booker  in  this  coliunn) 
reports  that  Columbia  has  the  national 
personal  achievement  drive  by  the  throat 
and  expects  to  finish  in  the  money.  Last 
week  the  local  office  jumped  from  15th 
to  10th  place  . . . Pliil  Dunas,  district 
manager,  has  recovered  from  a major 
operation  and  is  back  at  his  desk  in  the 
Chicago  office. 

George  Washington,  Evelyn  Rosen,  and 
Ken  Clayton  were  all  born  on  February  22 
. . . Milt  Goodman  won  $25,  and  his  asso- 
ciates assure  us  it  has  something  to  do 
with  an  addition  to  the  family  . . . That 
reminds  us,  Tom  Beitzell  at  Universal  has 
a new  daughter,  Sharon  Kay  . . . Larry 
Hensler,  Omaha;  Ralph  Morrow,  K.  C., 
and  Roscoe  Thompson,  K.  C.,  are  visiting 
salesmen  at  Universal  (couldn’t  this  lead 
to  some  embarrassing  complications?)  . , , 
Dick  Stahl,  former  Universal  salesman 
here,  is  now  a booker  in  Minneapolis  . . . 
Jack  Frost  says  featuring  Oswald  Cartoons 
for  the  Easter  period  is  a good  stunt. 

Burt  Tliomas  at  Republic  says  the  Des 
Moines’  column  is  getting  so  hot  it’s  cen- 
sored. And  to  prove  it,  he  shows  every- 
body how  pages  30-1,  which  were  sup- 
posed to  carry  a continuation  of  DM 


good  fellows  . . . Charles  was  all  hopped 
up  this  week  about  his  forthcoming  trip 
to  California  for  three  weeks. 


Exhibitors  are  drooling  for  prints  of 
the  “Beachcomber,”  which  has  not  yet 
opened  in  this  territory,  but  has  been 
topping  all  tops  wherever  shown  thus  far. 


Irving  Synnes  of  New  London  and  F.  Y. 
Raffei’ty  of  Coon  Rapids  have  both  been 
doing  a little  face-lifting  in  their  respec- 
tive theatres  and  expect  to  reopen  about 
March  1 . . . 'Vance  Smith  and  his  son  at 
North  English  are  also  scheduled  to  start 
taking  tickets  again  on  that  date.  They 
were  burned  out  several  months  ago,  you 
know. 


Breathes  there  an  exhibitor  with  soul  so 
dead,  who  never  to  himself  has  said, 
“Hasn’t  Evan  Jacobs,  Fox  booker,  got  the 
most  astonishing  head  of  red  hair  ya  ever 
saw?” 


Lester  Anderson  bought  the  Cozy  The- 
atre of  Fayette,  la.,  from  George  D. 
Larson. 


A.  D.  Hahn,  Bedford;  Ed  Nordhus,  Mc- 
Gregor; M.  A.  Kuhl,  Corning;  Stewart 
Peake,  Maquoketa;  Beulah  DeNune,  Tip- 
ton,  and  Victor  Mantz,  Ogden  were  all 
seen  skating  around  on  the  ice  along 
Filmrow  this  week  . . . Two  of  these  dig- 
nified exhibitors  fell  flat,  and  to  prove 
that  we’re  a good  scout,  we’ll  keep  quiet 
which  two. 


Yessiree,  They  Are 
Iowa  Berrys 

Nevada,  la. — Those  twins,  Rollin  and 
Ralph  Berry  in  M-G-M's  ’’Sweethearts," 
were  bom  here  and  are  cousins  of 
Mrs.  John  MacVicar  in  Des  Moines. 

M-G-M  chose  these  47-year-old  twins, 
together  with  another  set.  from  the 
Twin  Club  at  Los  Angeles.  The  boys 
were  graduated  from  Iowa  State  Col- 
lege and  are  now  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Los  Angeles.  They  call 
their  firm  appropriately,  ’’The  Berrysl" 


news,  were  perfectly  blank  in  his  copy! 

. . . Marian  Temple  is  looking  up  at  tall 
buildings  in  New  York  for  three  weeks 
. . . Morris  Smith  of  Film  Transporta- 
tion has  been  having  molar  trouble 
. . . Don  Smith,  manager  of  the  Earle 
Theatre  in  Carroll,  is  building  a new 
home  . . . 'Wedding  bells  are  just  now 
ringing  out  for  Gordon  McKinnon,  Perry 
manager,  who  was  married  June  17  . . . 
Chuck  Plows  over  at  Iowa  Film  has  the 
questionable  honor  of  resembling  Charlie 
McCarthy  . . . Oh,  Mr.  Bergen!  'With  the 
recent  conversion  of  those  two  swell  guys, 
lies  and  McKinney,  Boxoffice  now  has 
100  per  cent  readership  (or  should  we  say 
subscriptionship?)  on  the  Row. 

Ken  Clayton,  Register  and  Tribune 
amusements  editor,  is  amusing  himself 
now  by  judging  beauty  contests  on  the 
side.  This  helps  him  add  to  his  mitten 
collection  considerably,  too.  Ken’s  been 
bragging  recently  because  his  selection  of 
Spencer  Tracy,  Bette  Davis,  and  “Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs”  were  those 
which  won  the  Minneapolis  Jornnal’s 
critics’  poll. 

Roma,  that  cute  usherette  at  the  Grand 
Theatre  in  Dubuque,  left  to  work  as  a 
governess  in  New  Jersey,  then  got  home- 
sick, turned  down  a trip  to  Florida  in 
favor  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Grand. 
Those  things  you  see  sticking  out  of  Opal 
Judd’s  and  Cleo  Curr’s  pockets  at  Mono- 
gram are  Mickey  Rooney  contracts  and 
represent  extra  pieces  of  chicken  if  the 
district  manager’s  office  gets  in  the  money 
on  the  Johnson  Drive.  The  girls  corner 
every  unsuspecting  exhibitor  and  get  his 
name  on  the  dotted  line  before  he  comes 
to. 

R.  W.  (Magic  Eye)  McEwan  turns  out 
to  be  a personable  gent,  fresh  from  Kaycee 
. . . His  rogues’  gallery  of  characters  on 
Filmrow  is  worth  dropping  past  Grand 
National  to  see  (beware  or  you’ll  find 
yourself  it  in!)  . . . Bookers  claim  that 
Laurel  Nelson  of  Gowery  never  misses  the 
Row  on  a Wednesday  . . . They  also  claim 
that  Ethel  Gotland  of  Lake  Mills  is  among 
the  most  attractive  women  in  the  business 
. . . H.  O.  Huddleston  (also  known  as 
“Huddy?”)  of  Gilmore  City  was  seen 
banging  doors  on  Filmrow  . . . Bruce 
Shelton,  assistant  manager  of  the  Des 
Moines,  won’t  look  interested  unless  you 
talk  about  his  new  daughter,  Roxanne. 

G.  Ralph  Branton  of  Tri-States  may 
have  thought  of  that  drive  to  reward  man- 
agers’ wives  for  uppish  grosses,  but  it  took 
Gretchen  Sheridan  to  name  it  the  “Back 
Seat  Drive.”  She  is  the  wife  of  Hal  Sheri- 


...AW,  SHUCKS!  .. 

-■  ' — From  the  Tall  Corn  — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY  - 
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dan,  manager  of  the  Paramount  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  ’Tis  understood  that  G.  Ralph 
and  A.  H.  Blank  are  to  select  the  lucky 
(?)  lady’s  Easter  costiune  personally  from 
Des  Moines’  smartest  shops,  but  ’tis  ru- 
mored that  G.  Ralph  is  partial  to  purple 
or  red,  while  A.  H.  finds  pea-greens  and 
pinks  irresistible.  There’s  bound  to  be 
trouble. 

We  owe  Morris  Crew  (whom  we  do  not 
know,  but  whom  we  understand  is  a good 
egg  and  a conscientious  manager)  an 
apology.  If  we  were  just  one  quarter  as 
smart  as  we  have  sometimes  fancied,  we 
would  have  omitted  the  name  of  the  Tri- 
States’  theatre  involved  in  our  admittance- 
without-benefit-of -ticket  story  a few 
weeks  back.  After  all,  the  same  thing  could 
have  happened  at  any  house  in  town  ( want 
us  to  prove  it?)  In  self  defense,  tho,  how 
were  we  to  know  that  the  famous  Tristaco 
sensahuma  ends  so  abruptly  where  the 
boxoffice  begins?  . . . (Aside  to  G.  Ralph: 
Our  escort  that  evening  carries  an  Oakley 
anyhoo,  so  what  the  . . . ?) 

If  you’ve  never  seen  the  art  on  the  walls 
of  the  Des  Moines  Theatre  projection 
booth,  you’ve  missed  something  . . . Harry 
Holdsberg  tells  a story  of  evading-the- 
law-and-why  which  ought  to  be  in  every 
traveling  man’s  repertoire  . . . Rumor  has 
it  that  a whispering  campaign  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  test  showing  of  “Son  of 
Frankenstein”  would  be  the  only  one  here 
was  responsible  for  a portion  of  the 
spectacular  take. 

Boxoffice  readers  having  instruction 
books  on  golf,  ping  pong,  pool,  or  bowling 
are  requested  to  send  them  at  once  to 
Art  Anderson,  c/o  Vitagraph,  Inc. — Rush! 
They  claim  Art  has  been  furnishing  a 
certain  D.  W.  at  Central  States  with 
pocket  chips  for  the  last  two  years  and  the 
guy  is  getting  so  he’s  ashamed  to  take  the 
dough  . . . The  Row’s  infamous  bowling 
team  wants  it  known  that  they  took  two 
out  of  three  last  Monday,  despite  Art’s  113 
average. 

Has  anyone  noticed  that  Lionel  Was- 
son of  Central  States  is  a changed  man 
since  he  narrowly  escaped  being  under 
that  falling  Paramount  chimney?  . . . 
Wonder  if  those  two  Cedar  Rapids  man- 
agers who  worked  so  hard  getting  the 
Movie  Quiz  date,  February  20,  before  the 
public  in  20  different  ways  didn’t  feel  a 
little  sick  when  it  was  changed  to  the 
27th?  . . . Dave  Dewey  of  Tri-States  has 
been  having  bout  with  pleurisy. 


Going  to  Extremes 


Omaha — A Union  Pacific  railroad  em- 
ploye’s contribution  to  the  world  premiere 
of  “Union  Pacific”  to  be  staged  here  in 
mid-April,  cost  him  a night  in  the  city 
bastille  here  last  week. 

It  all  happened  when  he  joined  the 
Whisker  Club,  organized  at  headquarters. 
With  a seven-day  growth  he  decided  to 
make  a short  cut  through  an  alley  late  one 
night,  v/as  promptly  picked  up  by  two 
policemen  who  scoffed  at  his  story  as  to 
his  identity. 

“Look  at  that  mug.  You’re  nothing 
but  a bum,”  they  said. 

He  spent  the  night  in  jail  and  no  doubt 
a loss  of  the  enthusiasm  about  not  shav- 
ing, which  pervades  at  U.  P.  headquarters. 


^^EDDING  bells  are  playing  a merry 
tune  along  Filmrow.  Ruby  Butler, 
steno  at  WB  was  to  change  her  name  to 
Anderson,  Saturday,  February  18.  She 
will  be  the  fifth  Anderson  in  the  Warner 
offices  here  . . . Bill  Ruthhart,  M-G-M 
booker,  will  wed  Vi  Richardson,  February 
25.  Miss  Richardson  was  formerly  as- 
sistant cashier  at  M-G-M  . . . Charles  Lieb, 
M-G-M  salesman,  will  middle  aisle  it  on 
March  5. 

Eddie  Youtz,  cashier  at  Republic,  is 
back  at  his  desk  after  being  absent  due  to 
illness  . . . Miss  Julia  Anderson,  GN, 
spent  the  weekend  in  Des  Moines,  the  old 
home  village  . . . Harry  Hensler,  Universal 
salesman,  is  working  out  of  the  Des 
Moines  office  for  two  weeks. 

All  hands  reported  the  M-G-M  Valen- 
tine party  a huge  success.  Special  guests 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Friedel, 
Denver  manager,  who  stopped  in  on  their 
way  east  for  a vacation.  A special  invita- 
tion kept  them  over  for  the  party.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  P.  Wolfberg,  Kansas  City, 
also  were  present.  Our  M-G-M  news 
source.  Hazel  Anderson,  was  all  agog  over 
the  party’s  decorations. 

Florence  Whitebook,  M-G-M  steno,  has 
gone  to  California  to  acquire  a tan  for  her 
two-week  vacation  . . . Charles  Regan,  New 
York,  and  R.  C.  LiBeau,  Kansas  City, 
Paramount  executives,  were  to  visit  Para- 
mount offices  here  this  week.  . 

Don  West,  booker  for  Central  States 
Theatres  of  Des  Moines  was  a Filmrow 
caller  Monday  . . . Universal  employes  are 
talking  about  the  Bill  Heineman  Drive, 
which  opens  February  26  and  runs  to 
April  22.  A big  sign  displayed  on  the  of- 
fice wall,  telling  of  the  drive,  was  added 
to  the  decorations. 

Walter  Branson,  Chicago,  captain  of  the 
George  Schaefer  Drive  for  RKO  and 
Harry  Gittleson,  editor  of  the  Drive  publi- 
cation, New  York,  visited  the  RKO  offices 
...  A chalk  drawing  of  Norma  Shearer 
and  Clark  Gable,  a product  of  Giles  Case’s 
able  pen,  is  adding  cheer  to  the  wall  in 
Omaha  Manager  Eddie  Forester’s  office. 
It  really  is  a nifty  piece  of  work,  was 
made  for  a lobby  display  for  “Idiot’s  De- 
light.” 

T.  BidweU  McCormick,  RKO  publicity 
representative,  Denver,  was  in  Omaha 
joining  Louise  Cotter  in  publicizing 
“Gunga  Din”  a Thursday  opener  at  the 
Brandeis.  Several  local  hookups  for  the 
film  are  under  way.  'The  Peterson  Bak- 
ing Co.  ovened  a “Gunga  Din”  cake, 
Chermot  ballroom  had  a special  “Gunga 
Din”  night  and  Brandeis  Store  had  some 
fashion  hookins  with  pictures  of  Joan 
Fontaine,  the  film’s  fern  star. 

Omaha  Theatre  employes  are  anxious  to 
learn  the  name  of  the  elderly  gentleman, 
who,  once  each  week,  is  a matinee  attend- 
ant. They  want  to  know  his  name  because 
every  time  he  comes  he  brings  a candy  bar 
to  the  cashier,  doorman,  director  and 
usher  on  the  aisle. 

Sloppy  roads  following  the  winter’s 


heaviest  snow  and  coldest  snap,  cut  down 
on  the  visitors.  Among  those  putting  in 
an  appearance  were  E.  H.  Robertson, 
Scribner,  Scribner,  Neb.;  Leonard  Bram- 
son.  State,  Elk  Point,  S.  D.;  Fred  Wick- 
man,  Lyric,  Tekamah,  Neb.  A filming  of 
“Honolulu”  for  the  exhibitors  at  the  Dun- 
dee brought  in  a lot  of  visitors. 

Dejinie  McCarthy,  UA  salesman,  has  left 
the  company.  He  plans  to  locate  in  Kan- 
sas City  . . . The  first  of  the  Variety  Club’s 
“King’s  Day”  luncheons  was  a rouser  at 
the  Fontenelle,  Monday.  Earle  Perkins, 
Vitagraph,  was  the  head  man. 

Mort  H.  Singer  and  Morgan  Ames  of 
the  Singer  houses  were  in  Omaha  last  week 
on  an  inspection  tour.  They  came  from 
Marshalltown,  la.,  and  went  from  Omaha 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

Harry  Shumow,  M-G-M  manager  here, 
nearly  missed  his  dinner  at  the  box  social 
held  by  the  Variety  Club  recently.  It  all 
happened  when  he  missed  the  signals  with 
Mrs.  Shumow  and  failed  to  bid  in  the  box, 
she  had  prepared  especially  for  his  re- 
stricted diet.  Somebody  else  bid  in  Harry’s 
lunch  and  he  had  to  buy  another.  It  re- 
quired an  announcement  to  get  back  his 
special  food. 

Evert  Cummings,  district  manager,  and 
Ted  Emerson,  local  publicity  head,  of  Tri- 
States  Theatre  Corp.,  witnessed  Orville 
Rennie’s  “Opera  vs.  Swing”  home  talent 
production  at  the  Rivoli  in  Hastings.  It 
was  a three-nights  sellout  . . . Tri-States 
executives  here  are  busy  as  beavers  work- 
ing on  the  mid-April  world’s  premiere  of 
“Union  Pacific.” 

Mary  Francis,  American  Distributing 
Corp.  cheery  office  greeter  mistook  the 
Boxoffice  for  Keith  Wilson,  the  World- 
Herald  film  critic  last  week.  Now  she’s  try- 
ing to  learn  whether  he  is  ..  . Fay  Farber 
has  joined  the  M-G-M  staff  here  as  a 
booker. 

Local  newsreel  audiences  here  still 
laugh  at  the  Mussolini  jaw — but  at  Hitler, 
never.  President  Roosevelt  draws  the  bulk 
of  his  applause  at  matinees.  The  full  ad- 
mission payers  aren’t  so  enthusiastic. 
Audiences  are  cold  to  Daladier  of  Prance, 
show  a little  more  interest  in  Chamberlain. 
Views  of  the  American  fleet  now  bring 
almost  as  many  cheers  as  the  flag,  which 
is  always  tops. 

Exhibitors  in  the  Omaha  territory  are 
reporting  new  records  on  “Jesse  James”  to 
2bth-Fox  here  . . . When  James  Williams, 
father  of  Frances  Williams,  secretary  to 
Joe  Scott,  2bth-Fox  manager,  saw  “Jesse 
James”  here  it  was  his  first  movie  in  11 
years.  Deafness  halted  Mr.  Williams’  at- 
tendance when  talkies  took  over  the  films. 
He  was  definitely  impressed  by  the  great 
improvement  in  photography  made  since 
that  time. 


Coldeway  on  "Fleet" 

Hollywood  — Anthony  Coldeway  has 
been  assigned  to  script  “Fishing  Fleet”  at 
Warner  Bros. 
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Ascap  Breathing 
Easier  in  Neb. 

Lincoln — Ascap  is  breathing  easier  in 
Nebraska,  what  with  the  legislature  near- 
ing its  close  and  Judge  Munger,  one  of 
the  trio  which  will  rule  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  1937  anti-Ascap  measure, 
gone  out  of  town  for  a six-week  vacation. 

Situation  finds  Ascap  opposition  with 
hands  tied  all  around.  Federal  court  trio 
to  rule  here  is  obviously  awaiting  national 
decisions  from  Washington  on  other  anti- 
Ascap  measures,  letting  the  announcement 
there  rule  their  opinions  here.  If  Wash- 
ington gives  out,  the  decision  here  will  de- 
pend on  Hunger’s  return  from  Mexico 
where  he’s  currently  simning. 

Meantime,  Sen.  Frank  Brady’s  mitts  are 
knotted  in  the  legislature.  He  did  not 
submit  any  amendatory  legislation  in  the 
regular  introductory  period,  because  he 
did  not  know  how  the  judges’  trio  would 
react  here.  So  he  decided  to  wait  until 
the  opinion  was  given,  then,  by  emergency 
legislative  method  (getting  endorsements 
of  29  of  the  43  senators)  submit  another 
bill  taking  care  of  the  loopholes. 

The  legislative  movement  to  completion 
of  the  session  has  been  speedier  than  two 
years  ago,  general  opinion  being  it  is 
already  20  to  30  days  ahead  of  the  1937 
session,  which  would  indicate  an  early 
April  adjournment.  If  Brady  is  to  intro- 
duce emergency  legislation,  he  has  to  have 
it  in  a week  before  adjom-nment,  so  it’ll 
be  a nip-and-tuck  race  the  way  things 
are  shaping  up. 

It  appears  Ascap  is  a cinch  to  shoo  the 
wolf  from  the  door  in  Nebraska,  discount- 
ing an  adverse  decision  from  the  court, 
for  another  two  years  at  least. 


Vern  Austin  Transierred 
By  FWC  to  Wyoming 

McCook,  Neb. — Vern  Austin,  manager  of 
the  Fox  Theatre  here,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  by  Fox  West 
Coast  Theatre  officials.  Elwood  Vorhees 
has  replaced  Austin  as  the  local  Fox  head. 


Annual  Club  Dinner 

Omaha — The  annual  Variety  Club  in- 
augural dinner,  a stag,  wiU  be  held  Sun- 
day, February  26,  at  the  Hotel  Fontenelle. 
Joe  Jacobs  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
in  charge. 


Daughter  to  Nielsens 

Omaha — A daughter  was  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Norman  Nielsen,  February  5,  at 
Methodist  Hospital.  Norm  is  office  man- 
ager at  RKO.  The  young  lady  has  an 
older  brother. 


To  Club  Directorate 

Omaha — Walter  Green,  Fepco,  has  been 
elected  by  the  Omaha  Variety  Club,  Tent 
No.  16,  to  represent  the  organization  on 
the  national  board  of  directors. 


IIL  H W C O IIL  M 

VAUGHAN  is  being  yanked  off  the 
Stuart’s  masthead  this  week,  to  start 
promoting  for  the  big  opening  of  the  Ne- 
braska Theatre  (nee  Orpheum,  before  $24,- 
000  was  squeezed  into  it  in  redecorating) . 
Only  time  he’ll  have  anything  else  to  do 
will  be  Febmary  18-21.  During  that  time, 
he’ll  cover  for  Harold  Hellerich  at  the 
Lincoln,  because  Hellerich  is  taking  a bit 
of  time  off  to  get  married  and  jaunt  to 
Denver  for  a day  or  so  . . . Would  hardly 
think  one  marriage  could  disrupt  things 
so  much,  it  also  means  Bob  Livingston  will 
probably  have  to  write  his  own  ads. 

Biggies  hy  the  bucketfull  in  tovm  last 
week.  Joe  Cooper  and  L.  L.  Dent  came 
in  and  had  dinner  together.  Rumor  that 
they  were  served  only  with  spoons,  and 
without  knives  and  forks,  is  unfounded, 
because  they  get  along  pretty  good  at 
mealtimes  . . . Joe  Phillipson,  spied  en 
route  to  the  train  for  New  York,  will  be 
back  in  about  a week  to  stay  for  three 
weeks  . . . Lou  Finske  was  sticking  close 
to  Cooper,  as  usual,  and  Howard  Federer 
didn’t  get  far  astern  of  Dent  most  of  the 
time. 

Alvin  Hendricks  says  his  mother  always 
told  him  beauty  was  skin  deep,  but  he 
thinks  she  erred  a little.  With  these  new 
skirts,  Hendricks  says  she  must  have  meant 
knee  high  . . . Earle  Perkins  had  to  take  all 
the  pennies  in  his  pocket,  and  other 
change,  too,  to  pay  the  check  after  Charles 
Lieb,  Izzy  Weiner  and  Boxoffice  loaded 
the  checks  on  him  the  other  night.  Then, 
Weiner  was  outfumbled  and  had  to  loan 
Perkins  a nickel  for  a phone  call.  (Note  to 
editor:  Boxoffice  not  only  comes  out 
ahead  with  the  news). 

Bill  Dietz  and  Evert  Cummings  are  hud- 
dling about  radio  programs  for  Central  a7id 
Tri-States  theatres  . . . Helen  Edwards, 
one-time  boxoffice  girl  at  the  Lincoln,  is 
playing  the  part  of  an  immigrant  in  “The 
American  Way,”  the  Fredrie  March-Flor- 
ence  Eldridge  starrer  on  Broadway.  Makes 
this  a foreign  country  . . . Lincoln’s  com- 
munity theatre  is  now  a year  old.  Record 
so  far  shows  three  different  directors,  a 
jillion  squabbles,  and  three  plays  present- 
ed to  the  public. 

Bob  Huffman  is  working  overtime  to 
get  the  “little  variety  club”  started  down 
here  . . . Bob  Moon,  who  used  to  do  the 
theatre’s  radio  broadcast  a year  or  so  ago, 
is  now  airing  some  net  stuff  from  Holly- 
wood. 


Omaha  Theatre  Guide  to 
Be  Distributed  Shortly 

Omaha  — The  Omaha  Film  Board  of 
Trade  film  guide,  compiled  by  Regina 
Molseed  at  RKO  is  now  at  the  printers 
and  will  be  ready  for  distribution  soon. 
The  guide  will  list  some  500  theatres  in 
Nebraska,  western  Iowa,  southern  South 
Dakota  and  Minnesota  served  by  Omaha 
exchanges.  The  town,  population,  name 
and  size  of  houses  and  names  of  exhibitors 
or  circuits  are  shown. 


Around  100  Attend 
Club  Induction 

Kansas  City — Almost  100  film,  theatre 
and  allied  tradesmen  attended  the  first 
annual  inaugural  banquet  of  Variety  Club 
at  the  Hotel  Muehlebach  February  10. 
Highlights  of  the  banquet  were  the  talk 
by  Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town  and 
presentation  of  a handsome  traveling  bag 
to  retiring  chief  barker,  R.  R.  Biechele, 
by  Douglas  Desch,  retiring  secretary. 
George  Baker,  chief  barker,  and  other  in- 
coming officers,  were  inducted. 

John  H.  Harris,  national  chief  barker, 
wired  from  Pittsburgh  his  regrets  at  being 
unable  to  attend:  “Jimmy  Balmer  joins 
with  me  in  wishing  you  and  your  tent 
every  success.”  'The  Omaha  tent — Harry 
Shumow  and  Edward  Shafton — wired  con- 
gratulations and  praise  of  Father  Flana- 
gan. 

George  Charno,  Kansas  City  attorney 
and  executive  of  the  Boy  Scout  organiza- 
tion, spoke  Monday  at  the  Jinx  Club  lunch- 
eon in  Variety  Clubrooms. 

Cresswell  Bowlers  Creep 
Near  League  Leaders 

Kansas  City — Whipping  Finton  Jones 
three  straight  matches,  Cresswell  this 
week  jumped  to  within  one  game  of  first 
place  in  the  Variety  Bowling  League  race. 
Cinema  Club  won  two  out  of  three  from 
Film  Delivery  to  maintain  the  league  lead. 


RESULTS  LAST  MONDAY 

W.  L. 


Don  Davis  

893 

936 

944  2773 

3 0 

Dubinsky  Bros.  . . 

856 

789 

902  2547 

0 3 

Cinema  Club  .... 

837 

803 

853  2493 

2 1 

Film  Delivery 

836 

901 

738  2475 

1 2 

Cresswell  Photos  . 

941 

804 

918  2663 

3 0 

Finton  Jones  

840 

769 

848  2457 

0 3 

Barkers  

769 

912 

811  2492 

1 2 

National  Screen  . . 

840 

798 

909  2547 

2 1 

TEAM 

STANDINGS 

Won 

Lost 

Pet. 

Cinema  Club  

32 

19 

.627 

Cresswell  Photos 

31 

20 

.608 

Don  Davis  

29 

22 

.569 

Finton  Jones  

25 

26 

.490 

National  Screen  . . 

. 25 

26 

.490 

Film  Delivery  .... 

21 

30 

.412 

Variety  Club  Barkers  , . 

21 

30 

.412 

Dubinsky  Bros. 

20 

31 

.392 

HIGH  SCORES 

Teel  WTlldns,  599;  Walt  Lambader, 

594; 

Frank  I..ambader, 

592; 

Ken 

Levy,  581 

c. 

Decker,  573;  Tongre,  572;  Joe  Maguire,  555. 
NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDULE 
Finton  Jones  vs.  National  Screen. 
Cresswell  Photos  vs.  Barkers. 

Cinema  Club  vs.  Don  Davis. 

Film  Delivery  vs.  Dubinsky  Bros. 


Wooton  Named  Manager 
Of  K,  C.  Kas.  Jayhawk 

Kansas  City,  Kas. — Cleon  C.  Wooton, 
who  has  been  connected  with  theatres  in 
New  York,  Dallas,  Houston,  San  Antonio, 
Lawrence  and  Independence,  Kas.,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Jayhawk,  for- 
merly the  Art,  in  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

Reube  Finkelstein,  who  heads  the  Jay- 
hawk corporation  that  has  leased  the  the- 
atre, is  extensively  remodeling. 

’The  theatre  formerly  was  operated  by 
Charles  Vaughan,  son  of  W.  Lee  Vaughan, 
who  owned  the  house.  Sale  of  the  theatre 
was  to  Earl  E.  Jameson  and  Sam  Abend, 
who  leased  it  to  the  Jayhawk  corporation. 
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Gambling  Measures  Ploenes  Succeeds  Menches 
Stir  Up  Opposition  President  of  Akron  ITO 


Pittsburgh  — Legalized  gambling  bills, 
now  before  the  Pennsylvania  legislature, 
are  frowned  on  by  exhibitor  leaders  who 
cite  the  experiences  of  theatre  operators  in 
other  states  where  pari-mutuel  betting  at 
horse  race  tracks  and  betting  on  dog  races 
have  been  legalized.  Such  operations  di- 
vert interest  in  theatre  patronage  and 
take  money  out  of  circulation  in  addition 
to  creating  new  field  days  for  racketeers. 

Measures  now  before  the  Pennsylvania 
general  assembly  would  (1)  establish  a 
state  lottery:  (2)  legalize  pari-mutuel  bet- 
ting at  horse  race  tracks;  and  (3)  legalize 
betting  on  dog  races.  The  “horse”  bill 
has  been  introduced  a number  of  times  in 
past  sessions  but  never  passed.  Support 
for  such  bills  has  gained  much  strength 
and  only  a concentrated  campaign  by  the 
opponents  will  eliminate  their  possibilities 
of  passage  at  this  time,  according  to  a 
group  of  theatre  owners  here. 

Proponents  argue  that  much  good  can 
be  done  with  a state  tax  collected  on  such 
gambling.  Opponents  point  to  illegitimate 
“bookies”  and  the  thousands  of  “touts”  it 
v/ould  bring  into  the  state.  They  believe 
that  the  grants  to  relief  clients  and  hard 
earned  money  of  poor  workers  would  bring 
suffering  to  millions  of  losers.  Regarding 
a state  lottery,  opponents  contend  that  if 
legalized,  it  would  be  followed  by  county 
or  municipal  lotteries  which  in  turn  would 
be  followed  by  “competing  governments” 
selling  tickets  across  each  other’s  line  and 
the  whole  population  finally  enmeshed  in 
a tremendous  net  of  gambling  which  can 
only  bring  loss  and  suffering  to  the  pub- 
lic. Those  people  who  have  traveled  widely 
will  tell  you  that  state  lotteries  are  found 
only  in  the  countries  which  are  most  poor- 
ly governed  and  most  impoverished. 
Gambling  is  not  a means  of  raising  reve- 
nue in  the  better  governed  coimtries  and 
the  ones  with  the  highest  standard  of 
living. 

The  Pittsburgh  Press’  editorial  on 
“Legalizing  Gambling”  had  this  to  say; 
“It  is,  of  course,  disgraceful  to  plead  that 
since  we  have  gambling,  the  state  should 
realize  some  profit  from  it.  That  argu- 
ment might  as  well  be  applied  to  any  other 
form  of  vice.  For  example,  since  we  have 
and  always  have  had  prostitution,  then 
why  not  place  a state  tax  upon  that  evil? 

“Gambling  bills  are  intended  primarily 
to  benefit  those  who  make  their  living 
from  the  dissemination  of  race  track  in- 
formation or  from  the  operation  of 
gambling  devices.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
revenue  raised  by  lotteries  or  betting 
would  come  from  those  who  are  least  able 
to  contribute.  At  a time  when  we  are 
spending  millions  for  relief,  we  would 
simply  be  diverting  a large  part  of  such 
expenditures  for  the  purchase  of  lottery 
tickets  and  the  placing  of  race  horse 
wagers,  by  legalizing  gambling  in  any 
form.” 


On  O'Brien  Western 

Hollywood  — “Trail  Smoke,”  a George 
O’Brien  western,  will  be  scripted  by  Bern- 
ard McConville  for  RKO. 


Worries  About  Crowd 
For  Free  Shows 

Pittsburgh — Students  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh  are  attending  free 
exhibitions  of  motion  pictures  each 
Thursday  from  11:30  to  5 o'clock  at  324 
Cathedral  of  Learning.  Last  week's  of- 
fering was  "My  Man  Godfrey''  and  this 
week's  attraction  was  to  be  "Farewell 
to  Arms.''  Scheduled  are  "Magnificent 
Obsession,"  "The  Plainsman,"  "The 
Good  Fairy,"  "Showboat"  and  "The 
General  Died  at  Dawn."  Cyrill  A. 
Bielek,  BA39,  chairman  of  the  SFA  the- 
atre committee,  says  the  success  and 
continuance  of  the  projects  will  de- 
pend upon  the  size  of  the  turnouts  for 
these  free  shows. 

Bill  Banning  Ohio 
Censorship  Up 

Columbus,  Ohio — Following  closely  on 
the  introduction  of  a bill  in  the  Ohio 
legislature  by  Rep.  Harry  J.  Dworkin, 
Cleveland,  to  curb  the  power  of  the  cen- 
sors, prohibit  censorship  actuated  by  po- 
litical influence,  and  divorce  activities  of 
the  censors  from  jurisdiction  of  the  state 
government,  a bill  has  been  introduced  by 
Rep.  Wilford  B.  Bixler  of  Akron,  to  abol- 
ish the  state  censor  board  entirely. 

The  first  measure  is  said  to  stand  some 
chance  for  enactment  but  the  second  bill 
will  not  receive  serious  consideration  by 
the  legislature,  it  is  believed. 

Detroit  Would  Regulate 
Colored  Neon  Lights 

Detroit — Regulation  of  red  and  green 
neon  lights  near  street  intersections  was 
threatened  in  an  ordinance  proposed  this 
week  by  City  Councilman  John  C.  Lodge. 
Lodge  proposed  prohibition  of  such  signs 
within  30  feet  of  any  corner,  because  of 
their  visual  confusion  with  traffic  signals. 

Such  regulation  would,  in  many  cases, 
restrict  colors  available  for  theatre  signs 
and  marquees  and  would  require  some  re- 
adjustment of  present  signs  where  theatres 
are  located  on  street  corners.  The  ordin- 
ance is  intended  primarily,  however,  for  a 
wide  variety  of  commercial  stick-out  and 
flat  type  and  window  signs  on  stores, 
rather  than  theatres. 


Interstate  to  Build 

Columbus,  Ohio — Interstate  Theatres, 
Inc,,  operators  of  theatres  in  Ohio  and 
West  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Mena  FUehman, 
operator  of  the  Roxy  at  Caldwell,  Ohio, 
have  purchased  a site  at  Woodsfield,  Ohio, 
and  will  start  shortly  to  erect  a new 
theatre  there. 


Akron — A1  Ploenes  was  elected  president 
of  the  Akron  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers Ass’n  at  a meeting  of  the  organization 
held  last  Thursday.  Ploenes  succeeds  Rob- 
ert C.  Menches,  who  held  the  office  for 
seven  years. 

Other  officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  are  : Park  Belden,  vice-president, 
and  R.  C.  Wahl,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  business  discussion  which  followed 
election  of  officers  centered  on  proposed 
adjustments  of  alleged  evils  of  exhibition, 
and  developed  plans  for  an  intensive  mem- 
bership drive. 

Heading  a four-point  policy  discussion 
was  a proposal  to  make  the  availability 
plan  now  in  operation  more  elastic.  With- 
out changing  the  fundamentals  of  the 
plan  which  provides  for  42  days  first-run 
protection  and  seven  days  protection  be- 
tween classifications  of  houses  charging 
varying  admission  prices,  the  Akron  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  suggest  that 
when  the  25  cent  house  is  set  back 
from  the  break  date,  the  20  and  15  cent 
bouses  also  be  set  back,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  these  houses  may  already  have 
booked  the  picture  under  discussion  for 
release  on  their  break  date  time.  Mem- 
bers contend  that  under  the  present  plan, 
if  the  25  cent  house  fails  to  play  a pic- 
ture on  its  original  availability  date,  the 
20  or  15  cent  houses  often  get  it  first. 
Failure  to  play  a picture  on  its  availability 
date  is  often  not  the  fault  of  the  25  cent 
liouse,  it  is  claimed — the  blame  being 
tossed  back  to  the  distributor  for  failure 
to  provide  prints  on  time. 

Elimination  of  the  five-cent  children 
matinee  is  the  second  aim  of  the  associa- 
tion. They  seek  to  effect  this,  only  on 
condition  that  the  first  runs  maintain  a 
15  cent  charge  for  children  matinees. 

Elimination  of  the  early  bird  10  cent 
show,  or  a solution  to  end  the  10  cents-to- 
6 p.  m.  situation,  was  given  earnest  con- 
sideration as  being  one  of  the  evils  of  ex- 
hibition policies  in  Akron. 

Elimination  of  an  intermediate  admis- 
sion charge  for  patrons  of  the  adolescent 
age,  up  to  16  years,  was  also  proposed.  It 
was  stated  this  policy  is  now  in  practice 
in  one  of  the  newer  houses  of  Akron. 

Of  immediate  importance,  stated  Presi- 
dent Ploenes,  is  a drive  to  secure  a 100 
per  cent  theatre  membership  representa- 
tion. Such  a drive  will  be  undertaken  im- 
mediately. Ploenes  also  advocated  an  ex- 
pansion of  social  activities  so  as  to  create 
and  maintain  a greater  feeling  of  unity 
and  harmony  among  the  members  of  the 
association. 

A committee  of  three,  named  to  discuss 
the  availability  situation  with  the  ex- 
change heads  in  Cleveland,  are  W.  A. 
Smith,  Charles  P.  Stalder  and  Park  Belden. 


Sheppard  Still  in  Hospital 

Smithton,  Pa. — Audley  Sheppard,  exhibi- 
tor at  the  Opera  House  here,  has  been 
hospitalized  for  several  weeks  following  an 
operation. 
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Independent  Ralli] 

In  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — MPTO  members  and  non- 
members participated  in  an  all-indepen- 
dent rally  and  luncheon  Thursday  after- 
noon, February  16,  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel.  Among  the  subjects  discussed  were 
legislative  matters,  giveaways,  industry 
fair  trade  negotiations,  annual  report  of 
Allied’s  national  board  meeting  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  Washington  confab,  product 
analysis  and  discussion  on  coming  season’s 
possible  policies  and  open  forum  subjects. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  Fred  J.  Her- 
rington. MPTO  secretary,  and  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg, local  Allied  unit  president  and  newly 
appointed  east  central  vice-president  of 
National  Allied  States  Ass’n  of  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors. 


Michigan  Teacher  Gets 
A Theatre  at  Mason 

Detroit — The  Mason  at  Mason,  Mich., 
only  theatre  in  this  upstate  city,  has  been 
taken  over  by  Herbert  R.  Fox,  a member 
of  the  faculty  of  Lansing  Eastern  High 
School,  who  has  remodeled  the  house.  The 
theatre  has  been  renamed  the  Fox  after 
the  new  owner. 

Roy  Adams,  who  owned  the  Mason  since 
March  1,  1919,  in  cooperation  with  his 
brother,  Ralph  S.  Adams,  and  his  sister. 
Miss  Ethel  Adams,  is  reserving  space  in  the 
rear  of  the  theatre  where  he  will  con- 
tinue operation  of  the  Adams  Electric 
business. 

The  Mason  is  one  of  Michigan’s  historic 
theatres,  and  dates  from  its  opening  Uncle 
Tom’s  Cabin  Show  on  Jan.  15,  1881,  when 
it  was  known  as  the  Rayner  Opera  House, 
a memorial  to  the  late  John  Rayner.  It 
v/as  in  partial  disuse  for  a number  of 
years  in  the  early  days  of  motion  pic- 
tures, and  was  revived  in  1919  by  Adams, 
who  took  over  equipment  of  Charles  W. 
Browne’s  Pastime  Theatre  to  install  in  the 
old  opera  house. 


Gas  Wells  Proiitable  to 
Two  W.  Va.  Exhibitors 

Pittsburgh — New  gas  wells,  in  which  two 
West  Virginia  exhibitors  have  substantial 
interests,  have  come  in  and  are  expected 
to  yield  lucrative  rewards. 

Bill  Heaton,  Pennsboro  exhibitor,  “dug 
deep”  to  start  the  flow  at  a nearby  well, 
and  another  new  well  at  Glenville  has 
struck  it  lucky  for  C.  W.  Marsh,  exhibitor 
of  that  community. 


New  Coulter  Office 

Cleveland — The  Coulter  Premium  Co., 
Inc.,  of  Detroit  has  opened  a local  office 
in  the  Film  Building.  Arthur  Unger  of  the 
company’s  home  office  supervised  the  op- 
ening, and  will  tmm  its  management  over 
to  Jack  Greenbaum.  The  Coulter  pre- 
miums consist  of  chinaware,  glassware  and 
dresserware. 


Kroger  Babb  Quits  Trailer 
Co,  to  Join  Schine 

Chicago — Kroger  Babb  has  resigned  as 
advertising  director  of  Filmack  Trailer 
Co.  here  to  join  the  Schine  circuit  of  Glo- 
versville,  N.  Y.,  as  a publicist.  He  will 
cover  the  northern  Ohio  territory  with 
headquarters  at  Schine’s  Vine  Theatre  in 
Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

Eabb  once  handled  advertising  and  pub- 
licity in  Ohio  for  the  Chakeres-Warner 
theatres  in  Springfield  and  the  Chakeres 
circuit  in  southern  Ohio. 

Babb  was  given  a farewell  testimonial  on 
r'ebruary  17  by  Filmack. 


CILIEVIIEIILAMID) 

JIM  SCOVILLE  says  they’re  up  to  the 
'*  plastering  in  his  new  1,600-seat  Shore 
Theatre  out  in  Euclid.  It  looks  as  if  the 
house  will  be  completed  early  in  April. 
Associated  with  Scoville  in  the  project  are 
John  D.  Kalafat,  Myer  Fine,  Abe  Kramer 
and  Sam  Stecker. 

Henry  Greenberger  of  the  Community 
circuit  just  bought  a new  home  out  in 
Shaker  Heights  . . . Louis  Swee  had  a nifty 
stunt  in  connection  with  ‘‘Artists  and 
Models  Abroad.”  He  tied  up  with  the  Cleve- 
land Art  Club  for  ari  exhibition  of  pamt- 
ings  tvhich  were  hung  in  the  lobby  of  the 
Knickerbocker  Theatre  and  brought  both 
him  and  the  house  a lot  of  favorable  com- 
ment. In  connection  with  the  exhibit,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Art  Club  was  on 
hand  to  make  sketches  of  patrons  on  re- 
quest. 

Frank  Drew,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
and  Mrs.  Drew  pulled  out  on  the  18th  for 
a couple  of  weeks  of  Florida  sunshine  . . . 
John  Himmelein,  former  local  Grand  Na- 
tional branch  manager,  is  back  from  a 
short  vacation  in  Florida  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Myer  Fine  entertained  their  friends  with 
a reception  last  Saturday  at  their  home  in 
honor  of  their  son,  Marshall,  who  was  Bar 
Mitzvahed. 

John  A.  Cromley  of  the  Star  Theatre, 
Antwerp,  ivas  spotted  booking  pictures  in 
the  Columbia  exchange  . . . W.  N.  Skirball, 
circuit  owner,  was  in  New  York  . . . George 
Delis,  district  manager  for  the  A.  G.  Con- 
stant circuit,  was  in  town  making  the  ex- 
change rounds. 

UA’s  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  co-star- 
ring Carole  Lombard  and  James  Stewart, 
screened  for  local  exhibitors  recently  by 
District  Manager  Bert  Steam,  hit  a 
straight  bullseye.  Seldom  have  the  raves 
been  so  unanimous.  Reason  is  the  story 
deals  with  everyday  people  in  everyday 
situations. 

Louis  Gross  of  the  Johnson  & Gross  De- 
livery Service  is  expected  back  from  his 
deep  sea  fishing  vacation  in  Florida  about 
the  first  of  March  . . . M.  H.  Fritchle,  for- 
merly with  National  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
has  joined  the  selling  force  of  Oliver  The- 
atre Supply,  Inc. 

Miss  Sylvia  Amster,  secretary  to  RKO 
Branch  Manager  Herbert  Greenblatt,  is 
an  enthusiastic  booster  for  coastwise 
(Continued  on  page  49) 


Lottery  Amendment 
Is  Ruled  Invalid 

Louisville — Circuit  Judge  Charles  H. 
Wilson,  Madisonville,  Wednesday  held  un- 
constitutional the  general  assembly’s 
amendatory  act  excluding  theatres,  mer- 
cantile and  certain  other  companies  from 
the  state  lottery  law.  He  recommended 
that  a Bank  Night  case  be  appealed  to  the 
court  of  appeals  for  a review. 


Crescent  Chain  Acquitted 
Of  Lottery  Charge 
Owensboro,  Ky. — Judge  Charles  H.  Wil- 
son in  Hopkins  circuit  court  at  Madison- 
ville gave  a peremptory  instruction  for 
acquittal  of  the  Crescent  Amusement  Co., 
charged  with  violating  the  state  lottery 
law  by  conducting  a Bank  Night  at  its 
Earlington  Theatre.  Judge  Wilson  directed 
the  judgment  be  taken  to  the  court  of  ap- 
peals for  review. 


Magazine  Licensing  Bill 
Up  in  Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg — All  magazines  or  periodicals 
distributed  in  the  commonwealth  would 
be  licensed  by  the  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction  under  terms  of  a bill  intro- 
duced in  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  last 
week. 

The  bill  was  prepared  and  introduced 
by  Representative  Thomas  B.  Stockham  of 
Bucks. 

The  measure  is  being  advocated  in  con- 
nection with  a campaign  for  a statewide 
ban  on  indecent  printed  matter. 


Liquor  Referendums  Due 
At  November  Election 

Harrisburg — Referendums  on  beer  and 
liquor  licenses  will  be  presented  to  voters 
in  many  communities  of  Pennsylvania  at 
the  November  election. 

The  original  state  laws  provide  for  refer- 
endums, in  each  municipality,  at  intervals 
of  four  years,  provided  proper  application 
be  made  by  the  “pros”  or  the  “cons.” 

Sunday  film  exhibition  law  allows  refer- 
endums not  less  than  five  years  apart. 
Where  such  referendums  were  defeated  in 
1935,  the  issue  may  be  brought  to  another 
vote  next  year. 


Bi-Monthly  Meetings  for 
UDT  Junior  Executives 

Detroit  — A series  of  semi-monthly 
meetings  has  been  started  by  United  De- 
troit Theatres  for  assistant  managers  and 
junior  executives.  The  purpose  is  to  ac- 
quaint the  younger  men  with  policies  of 
operation  and  other  problems  encountered 
in  the  different  theatres  of  the  circuit.  A 
leading  executive  will  preside  at  each 
meeting. 

Outside  speakers  are  also  scheduled  for 
each  meeting.  First  on  the  list  was  Fred 
C.  Dickely,  manager  of  Altec  Service  Corp., 
who  talked  on  “Sound  Frequencies  and 
Causes  of  Breakdown.” 
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The  Box  Office  Sensation  of  1939! 
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Copyright  1939 
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MR.  EXHIBITOR -Here  Is  Great  News! 


The  Following  Advertising  Accessories  Are  Furnished  Free  — Trailer, 
Heralds,  Tickets,  Lobby  Displays,  40x60 — 30x40 — 8x10 — 11x14 


WRITE  — WIRE  — PHONE 

BE  THE  FIRST  THEATRE  IN  YOUR  ZONE  TO  GIVE  THESE  FUR  COATS  AWAY 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

PITTSBURGH,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  N.  Y. 

MANUFACTURERS  OUTLET 

MANUFACTURERS  OUTLET 

MANUFACTURERS  OUTLET 

JACK  GREENBAUM 

MAX  CRANSFIELD 

BERNARD  AXELROD 

614  Film  Bldg. 

340  Melwood  St. 

363  Seventh  Ave. 

Phone  Cherry  6459 

Phone  Mayflower  7562 

Phone  Longacre  5-4817 

GIFT-A-FUR-NIGHT  is  protected  by  copyrights,  is  owned  and  controlled  by  Manufacturers  Outlet — 

Home  Office,  340  Melwood  St.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
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^AVE  FINEMAN,  manager  of  the  Regent 
Square  Theatre,  showed  up  on  Film- 
row  last  Thursday  with  several  boxes  of 
cigars.  A daughter,  the  second  for  the 
Finemans,  was  born  that  morning. 

Harold  Radi,  former  assistant  manager 
of  the  WB  Rowland  Theatre,  Wilkinsburg, 
is  now  manager  of  the  mdepeyident  Beacon 
Theatre,  Squirrel  Hill  . . . Thomas  Grady, 
Loew’s  auditor,  has  been  busy  at  the  local 
M-G-M  exchange. 

Second  son  was  born  last  week  to  the 
Bob  Nesbitts.  Papa  is  the  Monogram  ship- 
per, and  grandpop  is  the  old  Filmrow 
veteran.  Bill  Nesbitt  . . . Ray  Allison, 
Rivoli  circuit  operator,  was  on  the  sick 
list  last  week. 

A.  N.  Notopoulos,  Altoona  circuit  execu- 
tive, is  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . Guy  V. 
Ida  and  his  bride  have  returned  from 
their  honeymoon  spent  at  Miami  arid  are 
residing  at  McDonald. 

J.  M.  Booth  is  connected  with  the 
Bethlehem  Steel  Corp.  as  secretary  to  the 
general  superintendent  and  will  cease 
operations  as  an  exhibitor  at  Ellsworth 
and  Mather  on  March  1. 

Browns  Theatre,  Sabin  Creek,  W.  Va., 
has  installed  RCA  sound  equipment,  ac- 
cording to  W.  C.  Jervis,  Photophone  sales 
manager  here  . . . Mario  Battiston  pre- 
sented a special  inducement  on  St.  Valen- 
tine’s Day  at  his  Ritz  Theatre,  Export. 
Pa.,  admitting  free  each  lady  who  brought 
her  "sweetheart.” 

At  the  New  York  ringside  to  cheer  Billy 
Conn  to  victory  over  Fred  Apostoli  for 
the  second  time  within  the  short  space  of 
several  weeks,  were  Harry  Kalmine,  John 
H.  Harris,  Harry  Harris,  Harold  Lund,  J. 
J.  Vaughan  and  others  of  the  local  the- 
atre crowd  ...  A number  of  Billy  Conn’s 
friends  listened  to  the  network  broadcast 
of  the  fight  at  the  Variety  Club.  Among 
them  were  another  noted  pugilist,  Tony 
Canzoneri,  and  his  manager,  Nick  Florio 
. . . Returning  from  New  York,  John  H. 
Harris  gathered  his  family  and  departed 
on  Sunday  for  Florida, 

Eddie  McEvoy  of  RKO  was  a recent 
visitor  here  with  George  Lefko,  brand 
manager  . . . Harry  LaVine,  Republic  dis- 
trict manager,  was  here  for  the  Jimmy 
Balmer  dinner,  as  was  Mike  Cullen,  Loew’s 
theatres  district  manager,  who  also  at- 
tended the  “Pygmalion”  premiere  . . . John 
J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district  manager,  ivas 
another  who  got  around  to  both  func- 
tions and  he  did  himself  proud,  as  usual, 
as  toastmaster  at  the  "Buttercups”  Balmer 
party  . . . James  B.  Clark,  the  veteran 
showman,  was  under  the  weather  last 


THEATRE  PREMIUMS  AND  GAMES 
DRESSERWARE 
DISHES 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 

PITTSBURGH 

86  A’an  Braam  St.  ATlantic  1760 


week.  He  passed  another  milestone  Feb- 
ruary 17. 

Harry  F.  Grelle,  distributor  of  Ignace 
Jan  Paderewski’s  “Moonlight  Sonata,’’ 
notes  with  interest  that  the  famous  pianist 
for  more  than  a half  century  will  close 
his  last  American  tour  May  25,  after  a 
Pittsburgh  concert  on  May  6.  Every  the- 
atre should  make  room  on  its  program 
for  “Moonlight  Sonata”  . . . E.  M.  Stuve 
had  been  confined  to  his  home  with  a 
cold  for  a week,  but  was  back  on  the  job 
selling  Paramount  last  week,  we  are  glad 
to  report.  He’s  all  lined  up  for  the  4-Star 
Drive  . . . Harry  Kalmine  and  Elmer 
Ecker,  who  helped  put  the  Pittsbm’gh  Ly- 
ceum membership  drive  over  the  top,  are 
endeavoring  to  bring  Father  Flanagan  here 
from  Boys  Town  for  the  final  smoker  of 
the  season  at  the  Lyceum  February  26. 

Charles  Dortic,  GN  manager,  has  joined 
the  Variety  Club  . . . Loma  Connelly, 
M-G-M’s  assistant  biller,  has  resigned  and 
Bess  Fehl  moves  over  to  her  position 
from  the  switchboard;  Charlotte  Schef- 
fler  advances  to  the  "hello”  board  from 
the  inspection  department  . . . Margaret 
Casey,  bookers’  stenographer  at  the  same 
exchange,  had  her  appendix  removed  at 
St.  Francis  Hospital  . . . Frank  Frayne, 
Filmrow  character  for  many  years,  is  much 
improved  in  health  after  a long  illness. 
Frayne  and  Ed  Kelley,  veteran  film  man, 
both  on  the  sick  list  too  long,  were  recent 
visitors  on  the  celluloid  market. 

Exhibitors  will  be  solicited  for  small 
prizes  to  be  given  as  awards  at  the  an- 
nual banquet  of  the  Filmrow  Bowling 
League.  Eight  weeks  remain  in  the  bowling 
season,  but  it’s  not  too  early  to  look 
around  for  prizes  for  the  film  exchange 
and  accessory  employes.  A “buck”  prize 
will  be  appreciated  by  the  boys.  If  you 
are  interested  in  encouraging  this  affair, 
please  bring  a prize  and  leave  it  with 
Bob  Klingensmith,  president  of  the 
League.  Be  sure  to  inclose  your  name, 
as  we  wish  to  make  acknowledgement  of 
all  prizes.  Thanks. 

Following  the  Pennsylvania  premiere  of 
G.  B.  Shaw’s  "Pygmalion”  at  Loew’s  Penn 
and  the  Jimmy  Balmer  dinner  the  same 
evening,  Charlie  Baron,  M-G-M’s  district 
exploitation  director,  hurried  off  for  Lew- 
istown.  Pa.,  to  assist  Paul  O.  Klingler  in 
getting  "Honolulu”  under  way  at  the  Rialto 
Theatre  there,  opening  with  a Sunday 
midriight  show  February  12. 

Local  exhibitors  will  hire  a luxurious 
bus  (and  it  will  be  loaded,  too)  to  take 
them  to  and  from  the  Charlie  Dortic- 
Bobby  Dimbar  party  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 
At  present,  plans  are  for  the  bus  to  de- 
part early  Tuesday,  February  28,  day  of 
the  event,  and  to  depart  for  Pittsburgh 


FOR  SALE 

COMPLETE  booth  equipment.  Simplex  rear 
shutters,  Peeriess  iow  intensity  lamps  with 
iarge  refiectors,  RCA  double  amplifier 
sound  system;  aii  practicaliy  new;  reason- 
abie.  Write  HC,  BOXOFFICE,  1701  Blvd, 
of  the  Aiiies,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


A Triple  Alliance  of 
Film  Titles 

Pittsburgh — Harris  Alvin  has  the  3's, 
all  in  a row! 

Following  "The  Three  Musketeers," 
which  succeeds  "Jesse  James"  after 
three  record  weeks,  the  Sixth  Street 
house  will  feature  "Three  Smart  Girls 
Grow  Up."  Next  attraction  will  be  the 
triangle  play,  "Wife,  Husband  and 
Friend." 


at  noon  Wednesday.  Looks  like  this  is 
going  to  be  the  biggest  shindig  the  Moun- 
tain State  has  ever  had.  Better  make  your 
hotel  reservations  if  you  are  attending. 
The  West  Virginia  “gang”  welcomes  you, 
one  and  all. 


"Class"  Motion  Pictures, 
Vaude  Drawing  Well 

Detroit — A combination  of  class  films 
and  stage  shows  is  the  best  method  of 
programming  at  the  Pox  Theatre  here,  a 
study  of  grosses  at  the  house  discloses. 
Outstanding  is  the  fact  the  average  week- 
ly gross  for  1938  was  within  $200  of  the 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years.  The 
figure  has  not  varied  over  $200  in  the 
past  three  years. 

A typical  week  that  went  near  the  top 
was  that  of  “Kentucky,”  with  Tony  Martin 
on  the  stage.  The  combination  grossed 
$43,000.  “Blondie,”  with  Joan  Davis  on 
the  stage,  di’ew  about  $32,000,  also  above 
average. 

On  the  other  hand,  strong  films  like 
“Jesse  James”  haven’t  done  so  well  when 
coupled  with  comparatively  weak  stage 
shows. 


Four  Film  Delivery  Firms 
Affiliate  With  Union 

Pittsburgh — Four  film  delivery  express 
agencies  here  have  affiliated  with  the  film 
and  newspaper  teamsters  union  local  No. 
211,  and  applications  of  two  such  agencies 
were  held  over  pending  investigation. 

Joining  the  union,  affiliated  with  the 
AFL,  were  Kally  Express,  Shearer  Ex- 
press, Nate  Cherkosly  and  A1  Tannen- 
baum.  Exhibitors  Service  Co.  has  been 
unionized  for  a long  period.  Applications 
pending  include  that  of  Nat  Foreman. 
Pat  McHale  is  business  agent  for  the 
union,  headquarters  of  which  are  at  the 
Peoples  Alliance  Bldg. 


Detroit  Trade  Enjoying 
General  Improvement 

Detroit — “Trade  Winds”  at  the  Michi- 
gan Theatre  brought  that  house  its  big- 
gest gross  in  eight  weeks,  the  manage- 
ment reports. 

Local  business,  generally,  has  shown  a 
pickup,  following  a bad  spell  due  to  sev- 
eral days  of  cold  and  snow. 

Weekend  business,  in  particular,  has  im- 
proved at  neighborhood  theatres,  with  SRO 
signs  a common  sight  on  Saturday  nights. 
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Many  From  Cleveland  at 
Opening  in  Alliance 


Alliance,  Ohio — Many  from  the  indus- 
try in  Cleveland  attended  the  opening 
here  of  the  Mt.  Union,  a new  1,000-seater 
managed  by  Frank  Myer. 

Among  those  present  were  J.  S.  Jossey, 
Myer  Pine,  Joe  Engel,  S.  P.  Gorrel,  Frank 
Masek,  Frank  Gross,  Jack  Sogg,  Ray  Alli- 
son, Jerome  Friedlander,  Jack  Shulman, 
Harold  Kay,  Charles  Deskman,  Louis  Swee, 
Ed  Wise,  Stuart  Cagney,  Harry  Henderson, 
Jim  Kalafat,  and  Ralph  Redmond. 


Lease  to  Fettman 

CoNNEAUTViLLE,  Pa. — Palace  Theatre  has 
been  leased  to  David  Fettman  of  Ashta- 
bula, Ohio.  The  arrangement  was  made 
with  Nick  Kategianes  of  Albion,  owner. 
Former  operator  of  the  Palace  was  V.  A. 
Nelson. 


(Continued  from  page  46) 
cruises.  She  has  just  returned  from  her 
fourth  trip  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard — 
this  time  she  went  as  far  as  Trinidad  and 
it’s  worth  your  time  to  let  her  tell  you 
about  some  of  the  things  she  saw  en 
route. 

Joe  Engel,  Universal  branch  manager, 
is  getting  all  set  to  win  the  Frank  Mc- 
Carthy eastern  division  sales  drive,  start- 
ing February  26  and  lasting  till  April  22. 
With  the  support  of  the  Cleveland  ex- 
hibitors, Engel  suggests,  his  office  stands 
a good  chance  to  cash  in. 

R.  C.  Wahl  has  sold  his  Five  Points 
Theatre,  Akron,  to  Lorenzo  Bozelli.  He 
retains  his  interest  in  the  Circle  . . . Jack 
Perelstein  of  the  Warner  theatre  publicity 
department  is  president  of  the  Triangle 
Club,  composed  of  boys  who  went  all 
through  school  together,  which  celebrates 
its  19th  anniversary  with  a party  at  the 
Statler  Hotel  on  February  25  . . . Wearing 
various  shades  of  sunburn,  Ed  Miller,  man- 
ager of  Warner’s  Hippodrome;  Lou  Milder, 
manager  of  Warner’s  Variety,  and  Charlie 
Albert  of  the  Warner  theatre  booking  de- 
partment, are  back  from  a vacation  trip 
to  Bermuda. 

Work  started  this  week  on  the  new 
1,000-seaf  house  in  Painesville  which  Abe 
Schwartz  and  Jack  Shulman  are  building. 
George  Ebeling  of  Cleveland  is  the  archi- 
tect . . . Henry  Pincus,  manager  of  the 
City  Theatre,  announces  that  “Professor 
Mamloek”  broke  all  house  records  last 
week.  Action  of  the  censor  board  in  ban- 
ning the  picture,  with  subsequent  intro- 
duction in  the  state  legislature  of  bills  to 
limit  the  scope  of  the  board,  gave  it  tre- 
mendous publicity. 

Dave  Bachner  of  the  Warner  publicity 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 

FLAGS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

403  Film  Bldg. — PRospect  4583 
AX  SUNSHINE  BEKNIE  RUBIN 


QUEEN  CITY  filmites  rejoicing  to  re- 
ceive  word  that  J.  Real  Neth,  the  Neth 
Circuit,  Columbus,  was  resting  easily,  with 
a fighting  chance  for  recovery,  at  the  hos- 
pital in  Columbus.  Neth  is  suffering  from 
an  embolism,  following  a broken  ankle 
suffered  in  an  accident.  He  operates  the 
Lincoln,  Markham,  State  and  Cameo 
theatres. 

Seriously  injured,  when  Ms  car  ran  into 
a loading  platform  during  fog  and  rain, 
Pludy  Knoepfle,  Republic  representative 
associated  with  Max  Margolis  in  Cincin- 
nati, suffered  a broken  jaw  in  two  places, 
and,  head  injuries.  Knoepfle  is  at  the 
Miami  Valley  Hospital,  Dayton.  Fred  Krim, 
manager  of  the  Columbia  and  Mayfair 
theatres,  who  was  with  Knoepfle  at  the 
time  of  accident,  suffered  bruises. 

J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox,  reports  “Jesse 
James,”  with  an  incredible  run  of  seven 
weeks  in  Dayton,  is  breaking  all  small- 
town records  wherever  shown  . . . Walter 
Doerfman,  manager  of  the  Norwood  The- 
atre, Norwood,  Ohio,  committed  suicide 
this  week.  No  cause  was  attributed  to 
the  act. 

Visitors  this  week  included  Harry  Fine- 
stone,  Warner’s  Pitts.,  and  Joel  Golden, 
Schine’s  Circuit,  who  spent  three  days  in 
the  Queen  City  . . . Helen  Supplee  is  handl- 
ing the  booking  for  Jim  Howe,  Richland 
Theatre,  Carrolton.  Howe  is  sojourning  in 
Florida  . . . Genial  Harry  “Pop”  Wessel  is 
vacationing  in  the  southland. 

Lee  Goldberg  announces  William  Mc- 
Cabe, former  western  sales  manager  for 
Monogram,  is  now  in  charge  of  Big  Fea- 


department  put  over  a newspaper  last-line 
limerick  contest  for  “Gunga  Din”  with 
guest  tickets  as  prizes  which  netted  much 
free  newspaper  space. 

Personnel  of  local  exchanges  has  be- 
come so  stable  in  recent  years  that  it  is 
a matter  of  note  when  a new  recruit  ap- 
pears upon  the  horizon.  Therefore,  we  take 
this  opportunity  to  introduce  M-G-M’s 
new  captain  of  the  telephone  switch  board. 
Miss  Gertrude  Shaw. 

Fred  Schram  turned  over  the  keys  of 
the  Lyric  Theatre,  Delta,  to  K.  W.  Nor- 
wine,  owner  of  the  building,  who  will  also 
manage  the  house  from  now  on.  Norwine 
also  owns  the  LaFrance  Theatre  in 
Swanton. 


tures’  Indianapolis  office.  Goldberg  left 
for  Cleveland  to  arrange  for  the  opening 
of  the  new  Big  Feature  Rights  office  in 
that  city  on  March  1 . . . Norman  Good- 
all,  Opera  House,  Versailles,  left  for  Plant 
City,  Florida,  to  assist  in  the  installation 
of  equipment  in  the  theatre  in  that  city. 

Metro’s  John  Allen  is  out  of  the  hos- 
pital and  expects  to  return  to  his  desk 
within  the  week,  following  his  appendec- 
tomy . . . J.  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  exec  here 
from  Pittsburgh  for  a conference  with  E. 
M.  Booth  . . . M-G-M’s  Pep  Club  is  throw- 
ing a shower  for  Miss  Ethel  Jean  Shields, 
whose  approaching  wedding  to  Chris  Lie- 
bel  of  the  Cincinnati  Post.  The  party  will 
take  place  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Kroger. 

Paramount’s  Joe  Oulahan  was  marooned 
for  three  days,  while  calling  on  the  Vir- 
ginia Amusement  Co.,  in  Kentucky.  Sur- 
rounded by  rising  waters  on  all  sides,  the 
town  of  Hazard  was  isolated.  Warner’s 
Jim  Partlow  also  was  cut  off  by  high 
water  . . . Jack  Withers  has  joined  Si 
Stewart  at  Grand  National,  as  repre- 
sentative for  Cincinnati  territory.  With- 
ers was  formerly  with  Universal  in  Cleve- 
land . . . Warner  Club  presented  Mrs.  Vera 
Kelly  with  a handsome  lounging  robe, 
when  she  resigned  the  company  Febru- 
ary 2. 

The  Queen  City  Variety  Club,  whose 
Saturday  night  socials  at  the  Netherland 
Plaza  are  growing  in  popularity  and  at- 
tendance, annou7ice  a new  venture.  A Ping 
Pong  tournament,  with  the  starting  date 
of  February  13.  A series  of  singles  will 
place  such  able  opponents  as  Al  Kolitz  vs. 
E.  V.  Dinerman,  RKO  publicity  man;  Joe 
Oulahan  vs.  Mike  Spanagel;  Paul  Krieger 
vs.  J.  J.  Grady;  Maurice  White  vs.  Har- 
old Bernstein;  Al  Weinstein  vs.  Joe  Alex- 
ander; Bill  Onie  vs.  Joe  Goetz,  out  of  the 
hospital  following  a sinus;  Alan  Moritz 
vs.  Wess  Huss;  Pete  Niland  vs.  Jake  Gel- 
man  of  Midwest  Theatre  Supplies;  Fritz 
Witte  vs.  Lev  Bugie;  Harry  Bugie  vs.  John 
Conrad;  Al  Schmitkin  vs.  James  Shouse, 
and  many  others. 


"Wind"  to  Fleming 

Hollywood — Victor  Fleming  has  taken 
over  direction  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
George  Cukor  having  stepped  out  follow- 
ing a mutual  agreement  with  Producer 
David  O.  Selznick. 


SOMETHING  NEW  . . . 

SOMETHING  DIFFERENT  . . . 

The  20th  Century  COPPER  PLATED  (Natural  Color) 

i„  Two  theatre  Sign  or  Date  Strip 

These  COPPER  PLATED  signs  are  positively  the  most 
beautiful  and  distinctive  on  the  market  today. 
ONLY  15c  will  bring  you  a sample.  WRITE  TODAYl! 

20TH  CENTURY  PLATING  CO. 

218  West  12th  Street  ERIE,  PA. 


ONLY  15c  each 

Ultra  Modern  • Durable 
Lasting  Metal 
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QLD  MAN  QUOTA  has  been  mounted 
over  the  desk  of  Paramount’s  John 
Howard.  He  is  a huge  deer — the  full  legal 
quota — that  Howard  caught — and  an  in- 
spiration to  him  to  make  the  quotas  on 
pictures  as  well  . . . Julius  Pavella,  head 
Paramount  shipper,  has  just  moved  into 
his  new  home  in  Lincoln  Park  . . . Fol- 
lowing example  of  Poster  Head  John  W. 
Brown  who  built  his  recently  too. 

George  F.  Smith,  who  recently  put  the 
new  sound  in  his  Lyric  Theatre  at  Lapeer, 
has  completed  the  job  with  7iew  projection 
mechanisms  . . . Paul  Schlozzman  has  just 
bought  a new  screeii  for  the  Robin  Hood 
at  Grand  Haven  . . . Charles  A.  Simms, 
former  manager  of  Associated  Theatres, 
Granada,  has  taken  a similar  post  with 
Joseph  Bruzy's  Times  Square,  dovxntown 
house  . . . J.  B.  Kurl  Circuit  let  the  con- 
tract this  week  for  new  seats  for  the  Fre- 
dro  Theatre — and  David  Newman  did  the 
same  for  his  Pasadena. 

Milton  London,  son  of  Julius  D.  Lon- 
don, has  taken  over  the  Arcadia  Theatre, 
east  side  house,  from  his  father.  He  has 
been  managing  the  Arcadia  for  the  past 
year  or  so,  but  this  step  marks  the  formal 
debut  of  another  London  in  local  show 
business  . . . Others,  besides  Julius,  are 
William,  I.  J.  (Jack),  and  Bm’ton  . . . 
Milton  gives  his  cousin.  Burton,  quite  a 
repute  as  a kidder,  by  the  way. 

Lou  Greenley  has  been  appointed  ninth 
assistant  vice-presideiit  of  Monogram  Pic- 
tures by  Jack  Saxe  . . . Cein  Merritt,  man- 
ager of  the  Palace  Theatre,  Windsor,  was 
appointed  a new  inember  of  the  Variety 
house  committee  this  week  by  Chief  Bar- 
ker Charles  C.  Perry  . . . Valentine  B. 
Windt,  director  of  play  production  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  reports  two  of  his 
recent  students  now  on  the  way  toward  a 
career  in  the  films — Ruth  Hussey,  who  had 
the  feminine  lead  in  “Rich  Man,  Poor 
Girl,”  and  the  new  starlet,  Martha  Scott. 

A1  Westaway  is  doing  big  business  on 
Saturday  midnight  shows  at  his  Wills 
Theatre — almost  literally  has  ’em  hanging 
from  the  rafters  out  there,  we  found  out 
. . . H.  T.  Hall,  senior  partner  in  the  Rus- 
sell Theatre,  goes  far  back  in  show  busi- 
ness— started  with  the  Barnum  and  Bailey 
Circus  so  he  could  go  on  a tour  of  Europe 
— lasted  five  years — from  1898  to  1911  was 
manager  of  the  circus  sideshow  . . . Paul 
Krause,  ov/ner  of  the  Pastime  Theatre,  is 
a busy  man  running  his  own  house  these 
days. 

Saul  Korman  of  the  Grant  Theatre  does 
a big  weekend  business  in  passouts — his 
customers  evidently  like  the  confectionery 
next  door  between  reels.  Korman  is  mak- 
ing plans  for  a new  marquee  for  his  house 
. . . J.  E.  Flynn,  district  manager  for 
M-G-M,  sailed  Saturday  for  a month’s  tour 
of  South  America  . . . Warren  Slee, 
M-G-M’ s publiciteer,  sails  February  23  to 
visit  the  Caribbean  and  Florida,  till  April 
1.  His  job  will  be  taken  by  Norman  Pyle 
of  Chicago,  who  was  a familiar  figure  here 
back  in  the  days  of  Standard  Films  . . . 
Harlan  Starr  is  busy  taking  up  his  new 


duties  as  manager  at  the  Monogram  of- 
fices. 

A1  Bezel,  roadshow  distributor,  returned 
to  Detroit  this  week  after  a long  visit  to 
his  branch  offices  in  Chicago  . . . Ralph 
Ruben  of  Amusement  Supply  finds  busi- 
ness so  good  he  is  paged  even  while  eat- 
ing— or  is  that  part  of  the  act?  . . . Mort 
Winston,  Vic  Calcaterra’s  printer-partner, 
takes  his  butter  with  a proverbial  grain 
of  salt  . . . Ask  Edgar  Kirchner  to  do  his 
Professor  Specks  act  again! 

F.  J.  Downey  (M-G-M),  Jack  Saxe 
(Monogram),  and  Charles  Perry  (Adams 
Theatre)  all  got  in  unexpected  plugs  for 
their  respective  organizations  in  comments 
over  WMBC  by  Bill  Carlson,  Monday  . . . 
Arthur  Robinson  wants  still  more  dates 
for  special  gratis  shows  for  shutins  in  hos- 
pitals, orphanages,  old  people’s  homes,  etc. 
. . . George  Wilbur,  Wyandotte  exhibitor, 
visited  the  Big  City,  Monday,  and  devel- 
oped a new  theory  on  surplus  and  what  to 
do  about  it  ..  . Sol  Berns  is  chumming 
around  with  his  son  a lot  these  days  . . . 
Bill  Carlson  has  got  the  rare  technique  of 
moving  a piano  with  one  hand. 

Stanley  Oleszkowicz  secured  a permit 
from  the  city  council  for  his  signs  and 
marquee  on  his  new  Atlas  Theatre,  being 
erected  on  Plymouth  Road  . . . W.  R.  Steb- 
bins  claims  he  received  his  wrist  injury 
by  stepping  on  it,  in  the  alley  back  of  his 


Fisher  Keeps  Up 


Detroit — Stanley  Fisher,  well  known  in 
Michigan  film  circles,  is  now  out  of  the 
hospital  and  feeling  fine,  as  evidenced  by 
his  appearance  recently  as  an  author 
with  an  article  in  the  Detroit  Free  Press, 
giving  the  lowdown  on  screen  credits.  Says 
Fisher : 

“After  an  absence  of  two  years,  the 
trend  of  many  new  pictures  indicates  that 
producers  are  shying  away  from  listing 
screen  credits  on  and  following  the  face 
title,  and  tabbing  them  at  the  end.  That’s 
swell. 

“As  the  film  is  unreeling,  the  players 
move  into  a friendship  with  the  audi- 
ences. The  actors  contribute  their  part  to 
a colorful,  well-executed  play,  and  name 
identity  of  part  comes  naturally  at  the 
fadeout. 

“How  many  personalities  contributing 
to  the  picture  interest  the  average  ticket- 
buyer? 

“Personally,  I think  the  regular  movie- 
goer wants  the  screen  credits  to  be  crisp 
and  zippy,  that  they  do  not  care  to  have 
their  minds  cluttered  up  with  who,  for  ex- 
ample, streamlined  the  kitchen  sink  or 
who  routined  the  routine  dances,  but  that 
delicate  balance  is  necessary  here  so  as 
not  to  cause  seat  restlessness. 

“Proper  restraint  and  dignity  applied  to 
credits  will  make  the  movie  public  recep- 
tive and  eager;  after  all,  that  seems  to  be 
the  general  idea.” 


Film  Building,  on  the  day  of  the  Big 
Blizzard.  We  hadn’t  heard  that  one  before. 

Frank  Perry,  former  assistant  manager 
of  the  Michigan  Theatre,  succeeds  Asher 
Shaw  as  manager  of  the  United  Artists 
. . . Henry  Zapp,  resigning  as  UDT  booker, 
will  take  a couple  of  weeks’  rest  and  under- 
go eye  treatment  . . . Earl  Hudson  returned 
from  a business  trip  to  New  York  last  week 
. . . Donald  Kuhn,  manager  of  the  Riviera, 
is  spending  most  of  his  time  these  days 
building  a new  home  on  the  Six  Mile  Road. 

L.  C.  Hughes-Hallett,  British  consul  in 
Detroit  since  January,  1931,  who  has  been 
a speaker  at  several  recent  Variety  Club 
affairs,  is  leaving  Detroit  shortly  for 
Copenhagen,  to  which  place  he  has  been 
transferred.  It  is  understood  he  will  serve 
there  as  consul  and  commercial  secretary. 
Cyril  Crane,  now  representative  in  San 
Francisco,  is  expected  to  be  Hughes-Hal- 
lett’s  successor  here. 

Charles  H.  Powell,  tvho  was  erroneously 
reported  handling  Times,  Die.,  for  this 
territory,  is  with  National  Screen  Service 
. . . Del  Apel  is  handling  this  distribution 
for  Tunes  intend.  He  probably  will  open  an 
office  in  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg,  shortly. 
Apel  ivas  formerly  operator  of  the  Dix 
Theatre  . . . Lew  Wisper  left  last  week 
for  his  month  in  Florida  . . . Jack  Frost, 
formerly  an  important  figure  in  the  present 
United  Detroit  chain,  was  a visitor  to 
Filmrow  last  week. 

Wisper  and  Wetsman  have  just  com- 
pleted remodeling  the  front  of  the  Picca- 
dilly Theatre.  Complete  new  glass  front 
was  installed,  with  decorating  by  T.  J. 
Jagmin  Co.  . . . Ben  J.  Cohn  reopened  his 
remodeled  and  practically  rebuilt  Kramer 
Theatre,  Saturday,  his  second  new  house 
in  three  months  . . . F.  S.  McKeown,  De- 
troit manager  of  Ross  Federal  Service, 
went  to  New  York  to  attend  the  testi- 
monial banquet  for  Ruel  Williams,  man- 
ager of  the  Washington  branch,  who  is 
being  moved  to  Los  Angeles. 

Jack  Broder’s  new  Rainbow  Theatre  is 
slated  to  be  ready  for  opening  March  1 . . . 
Arthur  Hunt,  manager  of  the  Cohen  Bros.’ 
Capitol,  has  been  taking  sunray  treat- 
ments— only  he  got  sunburn  and  sun-tan 
mixed!  Hunt  disclosed  that  he  used  to 
haunt  the  old  Bonstelle  Civic  Theatre, 
home  of  legit,  in  his  younger  days — now  it’s 
the  Cohen  Bros.’  Mayfair  . . . Eddie  Hoh- 
ler,  managing  Associated  Theatres’  Gran- 
ada, has  plenty  of  giveaways — dishware  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday;  vanityware  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  children’s 
matinees  with  special  prizes  on  Saturday. 

Donald  R.  St.  John,  who  has  been  with 
the  Jam  Handy  editorial  staff  here,  is 
being  moved  to  the  production  unit  at  New' 
York  City  . . . Bill  Marley  claims  as  his 
favorite  beverage — teal  . . . Max  Kolin  re- 
ports armistice  in  siege  with  his  secre- 
tary. Ellavene  Brendle  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam  Harris  are  vacationing  in  Florida 
. . . Robert  J.  West  architect,  has  secured 
a permit  for  the  new  marquee  on  Stanley 
Oleszkowicz’  Atlas  Theatre. 
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Pittsburgh  Trade 
Honors  Balmer 

Pittsburgh  — James  Gilmore  Balmer 
dean  of  this  city’s  showmen,  was  presented 
with  a Buick  Century  4-door  sedan  by  his 
friends  and  associates  who  honored  him 
at  a testimonial  dinner  Thursday  evening, 
February  9,  on  the  occeision  of  his  30th 
anniversary  in  show  business. 

More  than  300  enjoyed  the  festivities 
presented  as  a tribute  to  the  assistant  to 
John  H.  Harris,  general  manager  of  the 
Harris  Amusement  Co.  Theme  of  the  din- 
ner was  built  around  1909,  when  Balmer, 
at  the  age  of  17,  began  his  theatrical  ca- 
reer as  assistant  secretary,  office  boy  and 
general  handy  man  in  the  office  of  Harry 
Davis  and  the  late  John  P.  Harris,  foun- 
ders of  the  world’s  first  Nickelodeon  here 
in  Pittsburgh. 

John  J.  Maloney  was  general  chairman  of  the 
dinner  and  toastmaster.  At  the  guest-of-honor’s 
table  were  the  following,  who  spoke:  Dr.  Homer 
Flint,  Dr.  Herman  Hailperin  and  Rev.  James 
Garrahan,  Chaplains  of  the  local  Variety  Club; 
Dr.  J.  Hube  Wagner,  Potentate  of  Syria  Tem- 
ple; John  Herron,  Allegheny  County  Commis- 
sioner; Jock  Sutherland,  Pitt  grid  coach;  Clip- 
per Smith,  Duquesne  coach;  Honus  Wagner,  fa- 
mous baseball  star;  Eugene  L.  Connelly,  Harris 
Amusement  Co.  executive  for  many  years;  Judges 
John  P.  Evan  and  M.  A.  Musmanno;  Hon.  Frank 
J.  Harris,  who  made  the  presentation,  and  John 
Balmer,  82-year-old  father  of  the  honor  guest, 
who  was  given  a heartwarming  ovation  follow- 
ing his  speech.  At  the  banquet  tables  were  many 
persons  prominent  in  the  theatre  world  and  the 
city’s  sports  celebrities  were  at  hand  too. 

Entertainment  program  was  of  the  1909  vin- 
tage. “Moving”  pictures  exhibited  included  “The 
Great  Western  Train  Robbery,”  with  Bernie  Arm- 
strong accompanying  on  the  piano.  George  Heid 
sang  “illustrated  songs.”  There  were  various 
vaudeville  acts  and  music  was  furnished  by 
Bernie  Cummings’  network  band.  A four-page 
tabloid  newspaper,  “The  Balmer  Bugle,”  (One 
of  America’s  Biggest),  with  reproductions  of 
news  and  wit  of  1909  and  with  photos  and 
stories  of  “Buttercups”  Balmer,  scored  a big  hit 
with  banqueteers. 

Interrante  and  Gottlieb 
Being  Feted  March  15 

Pittsburgh — Exhibitor  and  trade  friends 
of  Austin  Interrante,  20th-Pox  sales  repre- 
sentative, and  Saul  Gottlieb,  M-G-M  sales 
representative,  are  arranging  to  stage  a 
dinner  in  their  honor  and  are  ready  to 
contact  all  “main  line”  exhibitors  and  all 
showmen  of  the  territory.  Plans  are  set 
for  the  affair  for  the  evening  of  Wednes- 
day, March  15,  at  the  Penn-Alto  Hotel, 
Altoona,  Pa. 

Among  exhibitors  already  named  on  the 
committee  are  A.  N.  Notopoulos,  Charles 
and  William  Blatt,  Ray  Allison  and  V.  F. 
Scott. 

Co-Chairmen  of  the  stag  dinner  arrange- 
ments are  Jack  Judd  of  National  Screen 
Service  and  F.  D.  Moore,  former  exhibitor 
and  now  a Vitagraph  sales  representative. 

Stag  Party  for  Leiber 
Slated  February  21 

Pittsburgh — Friends  of  Robert  E.  Leiber, 
manager  of  the  Paramount  Theatre,  Brad- 
dock,  Pa.,  are  holding  a stag  party  in  his 
honor  the  evening  of  February  21,  at  the 
Hotel  Roosevelt. 

“Bob”  Leiber  is  a nephew  of  Mrs.  M.  N. 
Shapiro,  wife  of  the  local  circuit  exhibitor- 
partner  of  Archie  Fineman.  Son  of  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  William  Leiber  of  Melvin  street, 
he  is  engaged  to  Miss  Frances  First,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  First  of  Bel- 
mar  Place,  Swissvale. 

The  party  gets  under  way  at  9 p.  m. 


Variety  Club  to  Fete 
W & W Personnel 


Wm,  Satori  to  Vacation 


In  New  York  City 

Pittsburgh — William  Satori,  Austrian 
refugee  film  man,  who  made  good  in 
America  in  a big  way  in  six  months,  will 
vacation  in  New  York  City  next  week  after 
special  sales  duties  for  Universal.  He  came 
here  the  middle  of  last  summer,  being 
assigned  to  the  West  Virginia  territory. 
From  the  start  he  sold  his  goods  and  made 
a host  of  friends.  In  recent  v/eeks  he  has 
been  assigned  to  special  sales  duties  in 
the  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Buffalo  area, 
and  this  week  he  was  in  the  Albany  ter- 
ritory for  his  company. 

In  New  York  Satori  will  meet  his  brother 
who  served  as  his  city  salesman  when  he 
was  Vienna  manager  for  Universal. 


BOWLING 

Detroit — Film  Drug  has  been  the  sur- 
prise of  the  season  in  the  Film  Bowling 
League,  coming  out  of  their  place  in  the 
cellar  to  take  the  top,  with  Monogram  and 
Cooperative  trailing  them  for  the  time 
being.  The  race  has  been  close  enough  to 
keep  interesting,  with  only  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  United  Artists  bowlers  hope- 
lessly down  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile. 

Present  standings  are: 

Won  Lost 


Film  Drug:  48  32 

Monogram  45  35 

Cooperative  Theatres  43  37 

Tilni  Truek  41  39 

Amusement  Suppl.v  38  42 

I{epul)lic  38  42 

20tlii  Centur,! -Fox  33  47 

United  Artists  32  48 


Detroit — Detroit  Variety  Club  will  hon- 
or Wisper  and  Wetsman  Circuit,  February 
18,  devoting  the  regular  Saturday  Night 
Frolic  to  this  organization.  Guests  of 
honor  are  to  be  Frank  Wetsman  and  Lou 
Wisper,  together  with  the  entire  executive 
and  managerial  staffs  of  their  theatres. 

Organizing  activity  of  the  Variety  na- 
tional convention  committee  under  Gen- 
eral Chairman  John  E.  Flynn  (now  en 
route  for  a brief  vacation  to  South  Amer- 
ica), proceeded  rapidly  this  week,  with  a 
special  meeting  of  the  general  committee. 
About  750  persons  will  be  accommodated  in 
the  annual  banquet  on  Sunday,  April  23. 
The  program  committee,  headed  by  Wil- 
liam Carlson,  already  is  selling  space,  and 
is  providing  for  individual  greeting  cards, 
a new  feature  in  this  field. 

Membership  Applications 
Are  Approved  by  Club 

Detroit — Applications  for  membership 
into  Variety  Club  were  passed  upon  by 
the  members  of  Variety,  and  the  follow- 
ing v/ere  admitted  to  full-fledged  member- 
ship under  the  respective  groups: 

Resident  Members  — ■ Louis  Schlussel, 
David  M.  Idzal  and  Earl  Hudson. 

Ron-Resident  Members— Matty  Rosen  of 
Chicago,  111. 

Associate  Members — William  Seelback, 
Leslie  Charles  Hughes-Hallett,  Harvey 
Campbell,  Russell  Legge,  Joseph  McNally, 
Eddie  Collins,  and  Jack  Douglas. 


Detroit  Variety  Club  Pays 


High  team  scores:  Tliree  games — Republic, 
2,58T,  and  20th-Fox,  3,580;  one  game— Ke- 
piiblic,  953,  and  Amusement  Supply,  931. 

High  individual  scores;  Three  games — 
Susami,  681,  and  Jones,  608;  one  game— 
fSusanii,  388,  and  l*avella,  356. 

In  addition,  special  prizes  were  awarded 
tliis  >veek  for  the  high  set  of  three  games 
in  each  division,  and  were  as  follows:  Divi- 
sion 1,  Adair,  596;  Division  3,  Holmes,  545; 
Division  3,  Malinowski,  499,  and  Division  4, 
Sturgess,  543. 


A Tribute  to  Lincoln 

Detroit — An  Abraham  Lincoln  Day  pro- 
gram high  lighted  last  Monday’s  luncheon 
of  the  Variety  Club.  Dale  Curtis,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Washington  School,  gave  a 
brief  biography  on  Lincoln.  A dramatic 
rendering  of  the  Gettysburg  Address  was 
presented  by  Richard  E.  Moore,  past  poten- 


Universal Still  4 Games 
Ahead  in  Pitt  League 

Pittsburgh — Nineteenth  session  of  the 
Filmrow  Bowling  League  season  found  no 
changes  in  the  standing  of  the  teams. 
Universal  retained  its  four-game  lead  as 
the  final  contests  in  the  third-quarter 
approach.  At  last  Friday’s  contests,  the 
league  pace-setters  took  three  games  from 
Paramount;  Superior  defeated  Republic  in 


a like  number  of  games; 

Monarch  scored 

two  victories  over  20th-Fox  and 

Loew’s 

was  forced  to  retain  its 

bottom 

position 

at  the  hands  of  Columbia. 

Joe  Pemberton. 

league  secretary,  captured 

. the  high  ind' 

vidual  score  honors  and  won  his 

first  $I 

award  of  the  season. 

Standing  of  the  teams: 

1 

Won 

Lost 

Universal  

. . . 41 

16  1 

Superior  

...  37 

20 

Republic  

. . . 32 

25 

Rarainount  

...  29 

38 

Monarch  

...  29 

38  ^ 

Columbia  

. . . 27 

30  , 

20th-Fox  

39 

Loew’s  

43  1 

tate  of  the  Moslem  Shrine.  Barker  Jake 
Hirschfield  assisted  Moore  in  his  excellent 
makeup  as  Lincoln.  The  program  was 
broadcast  over  Station  WMBC. 

United  Detroit  Theatres  night  at  the 
club  Saturday  drew  one  of  the  liveliest 
crowds  in  a long  time.  George  W.  Tren- 
dle,  president  of  the  circuit,  was  the  host 
of  the  evening.  Assisting  Trendle  were 
members  of  the  UDT  staff,  including  Earl 
Hudson,  Cliff  Giesseman,  Asher  Shaw, 
Bob  Corbin,  Mrs.  Alice  Gorham,  and 
others.  A feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
lively  dancing  of  two  groups  of  jitterbugs. 
The  city  champions  of  Broadway-Capitol 
Theatre’s  recent  contest  were  presented  by 
Giesseman.  Roth  and  Berdun  Studios 
presented  formal  jitterbug  events. 


A BETTER  BOOKING  SERVICE 

For  Less  Money 

Experienced  - Efficient  - Dependable 
Ask  the  exhibitor  that's  using  it. 

EMIL  H.  BECK 

919  Fox  CUlgr. — C'H.  1890 — Detroit 
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Lenten  Feature  Subjects 
Bookings  on  Increase 

Pittsburgh — Bookings  are  increasing  for 
special  Lenten  feature  subjects  which  are 
being  distributed  by  M.  S.  England,  well 
known  in  this  territory  for  the  past  decade. 

“Monastery,”  “Cloistered”  and  “Jesus  of 
Nazareth”  are  the  Lenten  season  films  of- 
fered by  England.  The  first  named  picture 
is  now  playing  the  Warner  Bros,  circuit 
and  has  been  booked  by  other  leading  cir- 
cuits and  independent  theatres  in  the  area. 
In  addition  to  the  English  speaking  ver- 
sion of  “Cloistered,”  England  announces 
that  he  has  a Polish  language  print  in  use. 


A Detroit  First-Run  for 
"Ranger  s"  Successor 

Detroit — The  new  edition  of  “The  Lone 
Ranger”  becomes  the  second  serial — its 
predecessor  was  the  first — to  play  a major 
downtown  house  in  years,  with  booking  to 
open  this  week  at  the  Palms  State,  United 
Detroit  first-run  house. 

Both  deals  were  engineered  by  Sam 
Seplowin,  Republic  branch  manager. 


Fremont  Bow  March  1 

Detroit — The  new  theatre  under  con- 
struction in  Fremont,  Mich.,  as  yet  un- 
named, is  scheduled  for  opening  about 
March  1.  The  house  will  cost  about  $30,- 
000  and  will  seat  468. 


Gets  "Seeing  Eye"  Dog 

Detroit — ^Paul  Brown,  the  blind  brother 
of  Comedian  Joe  E.  Brown,  came  here  last 
week  to  receive  a “seeing  eye”  dog  as  a 
gift  from  the  Detroit  Lions  Club.  He  will 
enter  a “dog  and  master”  training  class 
here.  His  home  is  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 


10  Years  Ago 

In  Pittsburgh 

piRST  bill  introduced  in  the  Pennsylvania 
legislature  providing  for  legalization  of 
certain  forms  of  entertainment  on  Sun- 
day. Not  much  success  is  anticipated  in 
the  industry,  but  it  is  pointed  out  that 
this  is  only  a forerunner  of  a more  dras- 
tic action  to  be  taken  at  a later  date. 
Principal  newspapers  here  are  dedicating 
editorial  policy  toward  the  legalizing  of 
commercial  Sunday  entertainment  and 
finding  fault  with  old  Blue  law  of  1794. 

Warners  acquire  40  theatres  in  Phila- 
delphia area  . . . Harry  “Cowboy”  Klein 
handling  DeForest  Phonofilm  . . . Harris 
Memorial  Theatre,  McKeesport,  nearing 
completion  with  opening  scheduled  for 
early  April;  Harris’  new  Mt.  Oliver  The- 
atre expected  to  be  ready  in  May  . . . 
George  F.  Callahan  has  purchased  15  new 
trucks  for  his  Exhibitors’  Service  Co.  . . . 
Changes  coming  thick  and  fast  and  “sales- 
men and  exchange  bosses  know  not  from 
week  to  week  just  who  it  is  they’re  work- 
ing for.”  Sound,  interchangeability  and 
other  new  problems  of  the  industry  are 
responsible  for  the  giant  mergers  and 
revolutions  . . . “Stark  Mad”  is  the  title 
of  a picture  on  view  at  the  newly  opened 
Enright  Theatre  . . . Hit  of  the  week  is 
Fox’s  “In  Old  Arizona”  at  the  Aldine. 


Detroit  Trade  Honors 
William  Potts 

Detroit — A special  trade  party  was 
tendered  Police  Inspector  William 
Potts,  retiring  as  head  of  the  traffic 
and  safety  lights  division.  The  event 
was  arranged  by  Police  Censor  Ser- 
geant Joseph  Kollar,  and  his  assistant. 
Detective  Edward  Hicks.  Climax  of  the 
evening  was  the  private  screening  of  a 
new  feature  in  Max  BlumenthaTs  pro- 
jection room. 

"Pygmalion"  Makes 
Cleveland  Debut 

Cleveland — Loew’s  State  Theatre,  under 
the  guidance  of  Milton  Harris,  publicity 
director  for  Loew’s  Theatres,  and  Charles 
C.  Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  last 
Thursday  went  into  the  show  business  in 
a big  way  for  the  formal  opening  of 
“Pygmalion,”  with  the  result  that  Cleve- 
land went  for  the  picture  so  strong  that, 
under  a reserved  seat  opening  policy,  every 
seat  in  the  3,500-seat  theatre  was  sold  two 
days  before  the  premiere. 

Never  before  have  local  newspapers  ex- 
tended themselves  as  they  did  for  the 
“Pygmalion”  contest.  The  News  ran 
notices  of  the  contest  one  week  before  the 
opening.  The  winner,  selected  on  Monday, 
was  the  subject  of  a three-column  front- 
page story  with  three  columns  of  art.  The 
following  day  the  News  divided  the  contest 
story  with  news  of  the  illness  of  Pope 
Pius,  with  the  contest  getting  the  larger 
front  page  space.  The  opening  day  the 
paper  carried  a feature  story,  and  the  day 
after  the  opening  it  ran  a sob  story  about 
the  return  of  the  Cinderella  girl  to  her  job 
as  waitress  in  a small  neighborhood 
restaurant. 

The  “Pygmalion”  contest  was  a search 
for  the  best  letter  telling  why  the  contest- 
ant should  be  chosen  as  “Miss  Peg 
Malion.”  Martha  Lee,  News  feature  writer, 
covered  the  story  of  the  winner,  chaper- 
oned her  on  her  shopping  tour  to  buy  the 
$100  wardrobe,  which  was  the  prize,  ar- 
ranged for  a day  at  the  Statler  Hotel 
where  the  winner  was  guest  for  all  meals, 
oversaw  her  permanent  wave  and  hair-do 
and  attended  the  premiere  performance 
with  her.  “Miss  Peg  Malion”  was  intro- 
duced to  Cleveland  over  WGAR  at  the 
Hollywood  opening,  and  presented  to  the 
audience  by  the  State  manager,  Everett 
Steinbuck.  Mrs.  Harold  Burton,  wife  of 
the  mayor  of  Cleveland,  accompanied  her 
in  the  stage  box. 

Local  film  critics  were  unanimous  in 
praise  of  “Pygmalion”  which  opened  its 
engagement  the  following  day  under  the 
regular  State  policy. 


"Pygmalion"  Premiere  in 
Pittsburgh  Successful 
Pittsburgh — Pennsylvania  premiere  of 
George  Bernard  Shaw’s  “Pygmalion,” 
which  opened  Thursday  evening,  February 
9,  with  a special  reserved  seat  preview 
sponsored  by  a committee  of  social,  civic 
and  educational  leaders,  was  a brilliant 


Madison  as  "Billboard" 
For  Broadway-Capitol 

Detroit — United  Detroit  circuit  has  con- 
verted the  front  of  the  Madison  Theatre, 
closed  since  last  spring,  into  a billboard  for 
the  Broadway-Capitol  across  the  street. 

The  regular  display  cases  are  filled  with 
stills  and  posters  for  the  attractions  at 
the  sister  house,  and  all  main  doors  of  the 
Madison  have  been  similarly  converted 
into  display  cases. 

A series  of  small  spotlights  have  been 
installed  under  the  marquee,  and  these  are 
turned  on  the  Madison’s  doors  in  the 
evening. 

75  Trailer-Made  Accounts 
In  Cleveland  Territory 

Cleveland — Trailer-Made  Service,  which 
recently  opened  an  office  in  318  Film 
Bldg,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Carl 
Laufer,  has  added  the  Jossey,  Essick  and 
Fine  circuits  to  its  list  of  contracts. 
Laufer  states  that  Trailer-Made  now  is 
serving  more  than  75  accounts  in  this  ter- 
ritory. 

Trailer-Made  Film  Co.  is  affiliated  with 
Pathe  Film  Co.  of  New  York,  and  has  of- 
fices located  in  every  film  shipping  ter- 
ritory. 

Death  Claims  Mirton  A, 
Hawkes,  Projectionist 

Pleasant  Ridge,  Mich.  — Mirton  A. 
Hawkes,  projectionist  at  the  Grand  Rivi- 
era, Detroit,  died  here  last  week  at  his 
home  at  the  age  of  45.  Hawkes  was  a 
charter  member  of  Detroit’  projectionists’ 
union  and  its  financial  secretary  for  20 
years. 

Hawkes  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a daugh- 
ter, two  sons,  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  J. 
McFaul. 

Victor  at  Columbus  to 
Undergo  Alterations 

Columbus,  Ohio — Plans  for  remodeling 
the  interior  and  the  installation  of  a new 
front  at  the  Victor  Theatre,  East  Living- 
ston Ave.,  have  been  announced  by  W.  C. 
Chesborough,  who  announced  purchase  of 
the  property  recently.  Alterations  will  be 
started  immediately,  he  revealed. 


Pneumonia  Fatal 

Detroit — Walter  W.  Brown,  proprietor 
of  the  Stocking  Theatre  at  Grand  Rapids, 
died  last  week  following  an  attack  of 
pneumonia.  His  wife  survives. 


success  at  Loew’s  Penn  Theatre.  Miss 
Maud  A.  Miner  was  chairman,  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  B.  Cuthbert,  active  in  the  Better 
Film  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  was  vice-chairman. 

WWSW  broadcast  lobby  interviews  be- 
fore and  after  the  preview,  with  Walt 
Framer  in  charge.  .Among  the  speakers 
were  John  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M  district 
manager,  and  Charles  Kurtzman,  Loew’s 
Penn  manager.  A special  short  subject, 
Vitaphone’s  “Lincoln  in  the  White  House,” 
was  on  view  for  Lincoln’s  birthday  week 
with  “Pygmalion.” 
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Maine  Lawmakers 
Seek  for  Funds 

Portland,  Me. — The  Maine  legislature, 
casting  about  for  ways  and  means  of 
raising  money  for  old  age  pensions,  is 
pondering  a number  of  bills  which,  if 
passed,  would  affect  the  motion  picture 
industry  both  directly  and  indirectly. 

Several  bills  are  predicated  on  repeal  of 
certain  blue  laws.  These  laws,  on  Maine 
statute  books  since  early  Colonial  days, 
have  been  branded  by  legislators  as  laws 
“which  breed  disrespect  for  all  laws  be- 
cause of  the  general  disfavor  and  un- 
popularity with  which  they  are  regarded.” 

A bill  permitting  the  showing  of  films 
on  Sunday  between  the  hours  of  3 and  11 
p.  m.  under  local  option  was  filed  by 
Rep.  John  R.  Smith  (D)  of  Westbrook. 

Causing  the  most  comment  and  heated 
disapproval  is  a dog-racing  bill  introduced 
by  Rep.  Fred  H.  Jordan  (R)  of  South 
Portland.  It  provides  for  five-year  li- 
censes to  tracks  with  annual  license  fees 
for  each  ranging  from  $75,000  to  $90,000. 
Former  Senator  Clinton  T.  Goudy  of  South 
Portland,  counsel  for  the  Maine  Recre- 
ation and  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  said  that 
if  the  legislature  acts  favorably  on  the 
bill  the  company  will  construct  a $400,000 
dog-racing  track  opposite  the  old  Orchard 
Beach  golf  course,  which  is  ten  miles  from 
Portland. 

Regardless  of  the  money  it  will  bring 
into  the  state,  dog-racing  is  meeting  gen- 
eral disapproval.  The  Portland  Evening 
Express  boomed:  “We  want  no  dog  races 
in  this  state  . . . Those  persons  connected 
with  it  are  drawn  from  classes  we  have 
no  desire  to  see  attracted  to  Maine  . . . 
we  can  get  along  very  well  without  it  . . .” 

Lottery  Legislation  Discussed 

Maine  pharmacists  united  this  week  to 
oppose  a state  tax  on  cigarettes  and  other 
tobacco,  another  measure  by  which  the 
state  had  hoped  to  bolster  its  old-age 
assistance  funds.  The  bill,  received  by 
the  Maine  house  early  in  the  week,  pro- 
vides for  a two-cent  levy  on  each  package 
of  20  cigarettes  and  taxes  on  other  to- 
bacco products.  The  druggists  in  voicing 
their  disapproval  of  the  measure  declared 
“cigarettes  will  be  bootlegged  into  Maine 
if  such  a law  is  passed.” 

Although  no  bill  has  been  introduced 
as  yet,  lottery  legislation  is  being  dis- 
cussed favorably  in  Legislative  circles  as 
another  means  of  raising  the  pension 
funds.  Rep.  William  T.  Smith  (R)  of 
Thomaston  said  he  and  others  were  in- 
terested in  the  lottery  proposal.  The  last 
day  for  filing  bills  without  unanimous  con- 
sent was  February  9,  however. 

Passage  of  the  dog-racing  bill,  espe- 
cially, is  boimd  to  affect  exhibitors  ad- 
versely. The  Old  Orchard  Beach  resort 
has  become  an  increasingly  bitter  pill  for 
exhibitors  within  a radius  of  100  miles 
or  so,  since  its  attractions  already  in- 
clude many  prohibited  pleasures,  with 
horse-racing  and  pari-mutuel  betting  as  a 
topper.  If  dog-racing  is  added,  an  in- 
creasing number  of  potential  theatre  cus- 
tomers will  be  lured  to  the  resort,  with 
attendant  losses  to  exhibitors  in  the  sur- 
rounding area.  However,  as  yet,  no  pub- 
lic action  has  been  taken  by  them  to 
defeat  the  measure. 


Local  Option  on  "Blue  Laws” 
In  Vermont  Moves  Forward 


Getting  In  on 
One  Ticket 

Boston — There  are  G1  direct  and  hid- 
den taxes  included  in  the  price  of  the 
average  theatre  ticket  in  Boston,  drain- 
ing more  than  $256,804  annually  from 
Boston's  147,175  "moviegoing"  families, 
a survey  by  the  national  consumer's 
tax  commission  has  disclosed. 

More  than  16  per  cent  of  the  price 
of  the  average  admission  ticket  is  due 
to  imposition  of  41  federal  and  20  state 
and  local  taxes,  the  survey  stated. 
With  81  per  cent  of  New  England  fam- 
ilies spending  a yearly  average  of  $12 
on  motion  pictures,  corresponding  lax 
loads  prevail  in  all  communities  in 
this  area. 

Conn.  Bills  Would 
Legalize  Gaines 

Hartford — In  addition  to  six  biUs  aim- 
ing to  legalize  Bingo  for  charitable  and 
other  organizations,  an  act  to  legalize  Bank 
Night,  S.  B.  840,  has  been  filed.  Hear- 
ing on  these  bills  was  scheduled  for  Thurs- 
day, February  16,  and  will  be  reported 
in  full  in  the  next  issue  of  Boxoffice. 
Other  bills  filed  since  the  deadline  an- 
nounced as  January  30,  include  S.  B.  904, 
concerning  hours  of  work  on  Sunday; 
H.  B.  1376  concerning  the  licensing  of 
amusement  machines;  H.  B.  1295,  creat- 
ing a Connecticut  racing  commission;  S.  B. 
817  providing  for  police  protection  to  be 
furnished  by  chief  of  police  or  board  of 
police  commissioners;  and  H.  B.  193 
concerning  horse  racing  for  trotters  and 
pacers.  Anti-Ascap  and  two-men-in-a- 
booth  bills  will  also  engage  attention  of 
showmen. 

The  original  Bingo  bills  introduced  were 
H.  B.  307,  seeking  to  permit  Bingo  con- 
ducted by  charitable  organizations  pro- 
vided the  grand  prize  does  not  exceed  $25 
in  value;  H.  B.  24,  the  same  act,  but 
with  no  limitation  of  prize;  and  S.  B. 
148,  permitting  any  charitable  organiza- 
tion income  tax  exempt  to  run  a 20-day 
carnival  with  games  of  chance,  but  with 
merchandise  prizes  only. 

S.  B.  457  now  opens  Bingo  to  religious, 
charitable,  civic,  fraternal  and  volunteer 
fire  organizations,  provided  the  entire  pro- 
ceeds go  to  the  organization,  a license 
fee  ranging  from  $25  to  $100  to  be  paid, 
and  the  organization  to  prove  financial 
responsibility.  H.  B.  910,  an  act  con- 
cerning Bingo  parties,  provides  that  no 
personal  gain  shall  accrue  to  any  individ- 
ual connected  with  the  organization  spon- 
soring the  bingo  party,  also  limited  to 
religious,  charitable,  civic,  fraternal  and 
volunteer  fire  organizations.  License  fee 
is  prescribed  as  in  the  former  bill  and 
(Continued  on  page  87) 


Montpelier,  Vt. — Yielding  to  the  insist- 
ence of  liberals  for  a more  lenient  ap- 
plication of  Vermont’s  strict  “blue  laws,” 
the  state  legislatm'e  moved  this  week  for 
local  option  on  the  problem  by  passing 
a bill  enabling  cities  and  towns  of  the 
commonwealth  to  vote  as  to  whether  they 
want  motion  pictures,  lectures,  and  con- 
certs after  6 p.  m.  on  the  Sabbath  or 
baseball  after  2 p.  m.  on  that  day. 

Gov.  George  D.  Aiken,  who  last  week 
heard  the  measure  discussed  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  immediately  signatured 
the  bill. 

The  lead  for  a more  liberal  approach  to 
the  problem  was  taken  by  Atty-Gen.  Law- 
rence C.  Jones,  who  termed  a strict  ap- 
plication of  the  Sunday  laws  “unenforce- 
able” because  they  were  not  supported  by 
public  opinion.  Opposed  to  a relaxation 
of  the  laws  on  the  Sabbath  were  church 
groups  and  religious  organizations. 


"Lost  Atlantis"  Loses 
Scenes  to  Censors 

Boston  — “Lost  Atlantis”  was  the  only 
motion  picture  to  be  censored  in  the  latest 
group  of  films,  number  47,  to  go  before 
the  Massachusetts  bureau  of  Sunday  cen- 
sorship. 

“Scenes  showing  slave  girls  with  bare 
breasts  doing  a body  dance”  were  ordered 
eliminated  from  the  second  reel  of  the 
eight-reeler  which  was  brought  here  by 
Jack  Goldberg  of  New  York  City. 

Among  the  features  to  be  okayed  in  the 
original  were  RKO’s  “Fisherman’s  Wharf,” 
Monogram’s  “Drifting  Westward,”  “Loew’s 
“Four  Girls  in  White,”  and  United  Art- 
ists’ “Made  for  Each  Other.” 

Four  vaudeville  routines  out  of  35  were 
blacklisted  for  Sunday  showings.  Cuts  in 
the  eight  routines  that  were  allowed  to 
perform  in  the  Bay  State  on  Sunday  com- 
prised “all  dancing”  in  six  instances,  “all 
objectional  and  suggestive  dialogue”  in 
two,  and  women’s  “scant  and  nude  attire” 
in  another. 


National  Screen  Starts 
New  Quarters  Soon 

Boston — Work  on  a new  building  to 
house  National  Screen  Service,  will  com- 
mence in  March,  it  is  indicated.  The  con- 
cern took  over  film  district  property  sev- 
eral months  ago  at  the  corner  of  Win- 
chester Street  and  Broadway.  It  is  es- 
timated that  the  work  will  take  some 
six  months.  National  Screen  Service  is 
continuing  in  its  present  Melrose  Street 
quarters  for  the  time  being  under  lease 
extension  afforded  by  Harvard  University, 
owner  of  the  spot. 


Renews  "Saint"  Creator 

Hollywood — RKO  has  renewed  the 
writing  contract  of  Leslie  Charteris,  cre- 
ator of  “The  Saint”  detective  thrillers. 
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^^ALTER  GILLIS,  Cameo  office  man- 
ager, was  seriously  ill  last  week  . . . 
Leonard  Goldberg,  former  manager  for 
Morse  & Rothenberg  in  Quincy,  has  ac- 
quired a part  interest  in  the  Tower  The- 
atre in  Lowell. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Meckelburg,  wife  of  the 
Drive-l7i  Theatres  Corp.  booker,  plans  to 
leave  for  the  West  Coast  in  April  to  visit 
her  son,  Dean  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Ad- 
vertising Arts  School. 

Charles  Wilson,  Republic  Pictures 
booker,  is  dating  “The  Lone  Ranger”  into 
New  England  locations  of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and 
Loew’s-Poli  . . . Walter  Berganti,  asso- 
ciated with  Edward  Comi  at  the  Theatre 
Service  and  Supply  Co.,  is  convalescing 
after  an  operation  at  his  home  in  Ver- 
mont. 

Alice  Freeman,  who  recently  married  a 
doctor,  has  resigned  from  Warner  Bros. 
Elizabeth  Gainey  has  replaced  her  . . . 
Herman  Rifkin  is  to  have  a new  marquee 
installed  at  the  Majestic  in  Holyoke  . . . 
Edioard  Hey,  long  in  charge  of  musical 
enterprises  at  several  Fall  River  theatres, 
is  dead  at  the  age  of  70. 

The  rules  committee  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts legislature  declined  last  week  to 
admit  a bill  calling  for  establishment  of  a 
state  lottery  commission  . . . Martin  J. 
Mullen  and  Sam  Pinanski,  M&P  Theatres 
Corp.  heads,  have  been  in  Florida  ...  A 
deadline  of  February  11  has  been  set  for 


members  of  the  Exchange  Members  Local 
to  pay  delinquent  dues.  Those  three 
months  behind  at  that  time  will  be  sus- 
pended, it  was  announced. 

Skip  McManus,  M&P  district  manager, 
has  been  in  Hot  Springs  . . . Distributors 
of  “Amphitryon”  and  “Professor  Mam- 
lock”  may  resort  to  the  courts  in  an  effort 
to  dissolve  a censors  ban  in  Providence 
. . . Steve  Yerex,  Forbes  Lithograph  sales- 
man, won  three  first  prizes  in  the  Dale 
Carjiegie  course  recently  concluded  here. 
Yerex  copped  blue  ribboii  awards  for  ef- 
fective speech,  greatest  improvement,  and 
the  best  speech  of  the  evening. 

A humorous  folder  handed  out  at  the 
recent  bachelor  dinner  for  Paul  Levi, 
Metropolitan  publicist,  contained  no  less 
than  three  mentions  of  Jack  Saef,  rival 
Paramount  and  Fenway  exhibitors.  That’s 
exploitation! 

Film  industries  contribution  to  Greater 
Boston  Cormnunity  Fund  hit  the  103  per 
cent  mark.  Percentages  were  figured  on 
the  basis  of  quotas  which,  this  year,  were 
increased  above  those  of  previous  annums. 

Frank  Lydon,  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.,  vice-president,  is  in  line  to  become 
eastern  regional  vice-president  for  Allied 
. . . Fred  Greenway,  Loew  State  manager, 
recognized  February  14  as  Valentine’s  Day 
by  handing  out  candy  and  corsages  to  the 
first  50  women  patrons  who  had  observed 
(Continued  on  page  89) 


A Providence  Ban 
On  Two  Remains 

Boston — Providence  bans  on  “Amphi- 
tryon” and  “Professor  Mamlock”  were  up- 
held last  week  Friday  by  the  bureau  of 
police  and  fire  in  the  Rhode  Island  city. 
The  formal  reason  advanced  by  the  body 
was  that  neither  picture  has  been  approved 
by  the  national  board  of  review.  Note  was 
made  that  “Amphitryon”  has  received  no 
Legion  of  Decency  okay. 

Jack  Myers,  Hub  Film  head  and  dis- 
tributor of  “Amphitryon,”  informed  this 
publication  that  legal  action  against  city 
authorities  is  being  contemplated. 

Both  films  were  scheduled  to  go  into 
the  Avon  Theatre. 

Providence  authorities  considered,  they 
said,  “that  ‘Amphitryon’  falls  clearly  in 
class  . . . (that)  reeks  with  salacious  ac- 
tivity and  references.” 

The  board  opined  that  “Professor  Mam- 
lock” is  very  definitely  in  class  . . . “per- 
meated throughout  with  Communistic  ac- 
tivity and  other  insidious  doctrine.” 

“Amphitryon,”  in  another  part  of  the 
written  decision,  was  described  as  a “spicy 
and  salacious  presentation  of  mythology.” 

The  board  suggested,  “The  picture  might 
be  suitable  for  private  showing  among 
sophisticated  individuals  who  profess  to 
admire  smart,  racy,  even  risque  drama.” 

“Professor  Mamlock”  was  alleged  to  be 
“purely  propaganda  designed  to  trace  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews  in  Germany  with 
the  probable  purpose  of  producing  more 
hatred  for  Germany  than  now  exists  in 
any  country.”  Tire  picture  was  termed 
“an  excellent  one  to  be  shown  privately 
and  to  selected  groups.” 

The  board  stated  that,  “it  does  not  feel 
that  at  the  present  time,  when  there  seems 
to  be  enough  hatred  in  the  world,  it  should 
aid  in  the  presenting  of  any  controversial 
point  of  view.” 

“Amphitryon”  has  been  passed  for  Sun- 
day showing  by  the  strict  Massachusetts 
board  of  public  safety.  Its  local  premiere 
was  at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

Trade  Commission  Plan 
Causes  Apprehension 

Boston — Motion  picture  interests,  pre- 
mium distributors  in  particular,  are  ap- 
prehensive concerning  the  potentialities 
of  a legislative  bill  to  establish  a Massa- 
chusetts trade  commission  and  to  define 
its  power  and  duties.  Inasmuch  as  the 
proposal  contains  provisions  for  allocating 
of  fair  trade  practices,  there  are  those 
who  fear  a move  to  oust  handouts. 

The  biU  was  put  in  by  tobacco  interests 
and  escaped  film  industry  attention  up 
to  a few  days  ago.  No  opponents  were 
registered  at  a hearing  before  the  com- 
mittee on  state  administration,  held  Feb- 
ruary 1.  No  committee  report  had  been 
forthcoming  up  to  the  time  of  going  to 
press. 


Produces  "Virginia  City" 

Hollywood — Lee  Marcus  will  produce 
“Virginia  City,”  a high-budgeted  outdoor 
picture,  for  RKO.  Thames  Williamson 
scripts. 


“CAPITOLIZE” 
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Game  Legalization 
In  Conn.  Hopper 

(Continued  from  page  85) 
admission  fee  is  limited.  S.  B.  277  like- 
wise limits  operation  of  the  games  to  the 
same  type  of  organizations  and  conduct 
to  its  members  only,  with  true  and  ac- 
curate records  to  be  kept  and  to  be  open 
for  inspection  to  the  chief  of  police  or 
board  of  selectmen,  license  fees  to  vary 
from  $5  to  $150,  prizes  to  be  merchandise 
valued  at  not  more  than  $250  and  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States.  Games  are 
to  be  local  option,  and  violation  of  terms 
of  the  bill  calls  for  a $200  fine  or  60- 
day  imprisonment. 

The  new  labor  bill  filed  states  that  an 
employe  in  industrial  or  commercial  oc- 
cupation shall  not  be  required  to  work  on 
Sunday,  unless  relieved  for  one  full  regu- 
lar working  day  during  the  six  days  next 
ensuing.  The  act  carries  a penalty  of 
fine  and  imprisonment. 

Under  a house  bill  the  board  of  select- 
men of  any  town  is  authorized  to  estab- 
lish reasonable  opening  and  closing  hours 
for  stores,  restaurants,  diners  and  places 
of  amusement,  game  rooms  and  the  like, 
and  to  establish  suitable  penalties  for  in- 
fractions. Still  another  house  bill,  an  act 
concerning  licensing  of  amusement  ma- 
chines, provides  that  licenses  of  $25  shall 
be  secured  for  any  coin  amusement,  music 
or  other  public  machines. 

Plan  Joint  Exhibitor  Meet 

S.  B.  817  asks  that  police  protection 
shall  be  furnished  any  place  of  public 
amusement,  performance,  sport,  exhibi- 
tion or  athletic  contest  given  under  the 
auspices  of  an  educational  institution. 

H.  B.  193  provides  for  the  establishment 
of  a state  horse  racing  commission  and 
lays  down  rules  for  racing  for  trotters 
and  pacers  where  pari-mutuel  betting  is 
permitted. 

Exhibitors  are  most  interested  in  the 
Bingo  and  Bank  Night  bills,  feeling  that 
permission  to  charitable  organizations  to 
revive  Bingo  would  re-establish  the  keen 
competition  which  caused  the  original 
widespread  introduction  of  theatre  games 
in  the  state.  Most  exhibitors  state  they 
feel  the  loss  of  revenue  from  various 
games  keenly  and  would  be  in  favor  of 
returning  to  their  operation. 

The  perennial  two-men-in-a-booth  bill 
will  also  require  the  theatremen’s  atten- 
tion this  year  again. 

Allied  and  Connecticut  MPTO  mem- 
bers combined  to  hold  a large  meeting  at 
the  Hotel  Garde  in  advance  of  the  Bingo 
hearings. 

Pin  Game  Operators  May 
Present  Appeal  in  May 

Portland,  Me. — Appeals  of  nine  opera- 
tors of  pin  games  from  fines  imposed  on 
them  in  municipal  coiu’t  will  be  heard  at 
the  May  term  of  superior  court.  Found 
guilty  of  permitting  gambling  games  in 
their  establishments,  the  nine  were  fined 
$5  each  and  saw  the  machines  and  con- 
tents confiscated  by  authorities. 


^HE  New  Hampshire  Woman’s  Christian 

Temperance  Union  has  joined  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  continuance  of  legalized  horse 
racing  at  Rockingham  Park. 

Dr.  L.  L.  Gihnan,  venerable  physician 
of  Rochester,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Fairs  Asso- 
ciation. He  spoke  in  favor  of  legislation 
to  give  fairs  a portion  of  Rockingham 
Park’s  pari-mutuel  receipts  and  was  criti- 
cized in  some  of  the  flag  station  weeklies. 

President  Gilman  C.  Gunn  of  Keene  has 
announced  that  the  coming  year’s  Ches- 
hire County  Fair  will  be  advanced  three 


weeks  and  will  be  held  on  August  25,  26 
and  27. 

Education  through  a film  library  was 
one  of  the  plans  advanced  at  a recent 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  N.  H.  Agricul- 
tural Alumni  Ass’n  in  Durham.  Both  the 
film  service  and  study  courses  which  are 
planned  will  be  on  a fee  basis. 

Robert  William  Renehan  jr.,  chief  oper- 
ator at  the  Nugget  Theatre  in  Hanover, 
has  been  revealed  as  a blushing  bride- 
groom. He  was  married  in  White  River 
Junction,  Vt.,  to  Miss  Maria  Ordinetz. 


« «.  « *«  1914  iA 

W.  RAY 

JOHNSTON  y 

19  3 9 » » » » 

SILVER  JUBILEE  YEAR 


OPEN  LETTER  TO  NEW  ENGLAND 
EXHIBITORS 

Dear  Pals: 

When  does  a fellow  need  a friend?  Certainly  when  the  going 
is  tough.  And  the  35  other  Monogram  exchanges  are  making 
the  going  plenty  tough  by  putting  on  steam  during  JUBILEE 
MONTH  in  an  effort  to  walk  off  with  first-place  honors  in  our 
nation-wide  drive  celebrating  W.  RAY  JOHNSTON’S  25th  year 
in  the  industry. 

You  fellows — our  friends — certainly  went  to  bat  for  us  by  co- 
operating in  every  way  possible.  And  right  now,  reports  show 
Bo.qton  in  first  place. 

Whether  we  eventually  win  a prize  or  not,  we  want  you  to 
know  how  we  feel  about  your  grand  support  and  cooperation 
in  booking  MONOGRAM.  Our  sincere  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  you  all  for  everything. 

Sincerely, 

STEVE  BROIDY 
DOC  BRITTON 
NAT  FURST 
GENE  GROSS 
BOB  MURRAY 
TOM  O'BRIEN 

Monogram  Pictures,  inc. 


39  CHURCH  STREET 


BOSTON 
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Boston  Suit  Continues  With 
McClennen  Back  at  Task 


Boston — Court  action  in  the  Morse  & 
Rothenberg  suit  against  the  majors  con- 
tinued Wednesday  with  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen, majors’  counsel,  in  attendance 
following  postponement  last  week  when 
McClennen  collapsed  during  testimony. 

The  attorney,  a former  law  partner  of 
ex-Supreme  Court  Justice  Brandeis,  was 
urged  several  times  to  forego  work  for  the 
day.  Philip  Hendrick,  master  appointed 
by  the  U.  S.  district  court,  had  called  an 
early  afternoon  adjournment  when  Mc- 
Clennen collapsed. 

He  was  imconscious  for  nearly  an  hour. 
The  trouble  was  diagnosed  as  a heart  at- 
tack. 

The  case,  up  to  that  time,  was  mainly 
a dull  affair.  George  S.  Ryan,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs,  continued  to  follow  his 
announced  policy  of  gathering  a bulk  of 
exhibits  before  calling  on  additional  wit- 
nesses. 

A letter  to  John  J.  Ford,  head  of  de- 
fendant Maine  & New  Hampshire  The- 
atres, proved  interesting.  From  Edward 
C.  Grainger,  it  read: 

“Periodically  I drew  off  comparisons 
about  the  revenue  we  receive  from  vari- 
ous circuits  around  the  country  this  year 
compared  to  last  year.  I recently  drew 
off  a comparison  of  Mort  Shea’s  circuit 
and  I was  surprised  to  find  the  only  two 
situations  of  any  importance  where  we 
didn’t  show  improvement  was  Nashua, 
N.  H.,  and  Manchester,  N.  H. 

J.  J.  Ford  Calls  for  Hands  Off 

“I  criticized  Mr.  Shea  for  the  amount 
of  revenue  he  was  giving  us  out  of  those 
two  towns  and  asked  him  why  it  was  in 
these  two  towns  we  were  not  doing  as 
well  as  we  were  in  his  other  situations 
around  the  country.  He  complained  to  me 
that  our  Boston  office  was  letting  Concord, 
N.  H.,  play  ahead  of  Manchester,  N.  H., 
and  that  the  exhibitor  in  Concord  was 
advertising  in  the  Manchester  paper,  and 
that  as  a result  of  Concord  playing  ahead 
of  Manchester  and  advertising  in  the 
Manchester  paper  we  must  expect  second- 
run  revenue  out  of  a second-run  situation. 

“Of  course,  I don’t  agree  to  this  theory 
at  all,  but  nevertheless  the  facts  are  that 
you,  the  operator  in  Concord,  do  adver- 
tise in  Manchester,  why  I don’t  know.  I 
certainly  think  if  you  run  a theatre  in 
Concord  you  expect  to  get  the  business 
from  Concord,  and  I certainly  think  if 
you  were  operating  in  Manchester  you 
would  object  to  the  film  exchanges  serv- 
ing the  exhibitor  who  is  advertising  in 
your  town  ahead  of  you.” 

Grainger  spoke  of  receipts  on  several 
features  and  continued:  “The  facts  seem 
to  bear  out  Shea’s  statement  that  your 
advertising  in  the  Manchester  paper  jeop- 
ardizes his  business  and  he  has  served 
notice  on  us  that  he  is  going  to  reserve 
his  weekend  playdates  for  those  exchanges 
that  see  to  it  that  Manchester  plays  ahead 
of  Concord. 

“He  tells  me  that  he  keeps  Manchester 
deliberately  in  back  of  Boston  to  cash  in 
on  Boston  advertising  and  I think  this  is 
smart.  I honestly  think,  John,  it  is  a mis- 
take for  Concord  to  run  ahead  of  Boston 


or  day  and  date  with  Boston  and  I hon- 
estly think  it  a mistake  for  Concord  to 
run  ahead  of  Manchester  and  advertise 
in  Manchester  papers.  I venture  the 
thought  that  you  get  little  money  out  of 
Manchester  but  apparently  it  is  definite 
that  you  do  injure  Shea’s  boxoffice  and 
as  a result  injure  us.  I would  be  inter- 
ested in  hearing  from  you.” 

John  J.  Ford’s  reply  to  Grainger  refuted 
the  allegations,  stating  that  the  situations 
were  different  then  as  presented.  Ford 
concluded : 

“I  don’t  think  any  exhibitor  should  at- 
tempt to  tell  me  how  to  play  my  pictures. 
If  he  thinks  his  policy  is  a good  one  for 
him,  then  he  shouldn’t  be  disturbed  over 
whether  he  thinks  my  policy  is  a poor 
policy  for  me.  Let  him  run  his  theatre 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  we  will  try 
to  run  our  theatre  to  the  best  of  ours. 

Preview  Nights  Declared  “Evil” 

Maine  & New  Hampshire  Theatres,  in 
another  letter  to  a Fox  executive,  com- 
plained: 

"We  notice  that  there  is  an  evil  creep- 
ing in  where  so-called  ‘smart’  exhibitors 
are  running  what  they  term  a preview- 
night.  We  believe  this  practice  is  very 
bad  and  that  it  should  be  immediately 
stopped.  This  is  another  racket  which 
has  started  on  its  way  to  do  harm  to  the 
industry,  the  same  as  giveaways. 

“We  believe  that,  if  the  exchanges  take 
immediate  steps  to  stop  this  practice,  it 
is  one  thing  we  can  kill  within  ourselves.” 

Exclusive  runs,  a frequently  disputed 
point  in  the  suit,  were  discussed  in  an  in- 
teroffice communication  between  United 
Artists  executives. 

“Attached  is  the  protection  sheet  re- 
ceived from  the  Maine  & New  Hampshire 
circuit,”  the  missive  began.  “Any  dif- 
ferences that  may  exist  in  protection  over 


The  Frontier  Lives 


Boston — “The  West  and  all  that  goes 
with  it  are  immortal,”  the  Boston  Globe 
remarked  editorially  this  week  in  plugging 
horse  operas.  Motion  picture  are  playing 
a prime  part  in  this  agelessness,  the  paper, 
one  of  the  foremost  New  England  dailies, 
opined. 

“If  the  wide  open  spaces  where  men 
are  men,  unless  they  are  scoundrels  to  be 
shot  on  sight,  were  mere  locations  on  the 
map  it  might  be  said  that  the  West  had 
disappeared.  But  that  is  not  the  case. 
In  the  mind,  the  cowpuncher  and  his  mus- 
tang are  just  as  real  as  they  ever  were. 
If  any  doubt  it,  let  them  drop  in  to  some 
nearby  drug  store  and  ask  for  ‘Westerns.’ 
Immediately  their  eyes  will  be  directed  to  a 
whole  shelf  of  paper-bound  books  with 
convincing  pictures  on  the  covers. 

“When  the  eye  of  the  mind  needs  some- 
thing more  substantial  all  that  is  neces- 
sary is  a visit  to  the  right  motion  picture 
house.  The  West  and  aU  that  goes  with  it 
are  immortal.  The  range,  where  elk  and 
antelope  play,  is  common  property  for  all 
who  desire  to  live  there.” 


certain  towns  can  be  ironed  out  by  the 
writer  with  this  circuit. 

“Exclusive  Runs”  Again  in  Limelight 

“The  reason  that  we  are  forwarding 
this  sheet  to  you  is  that  this  circuit  is 
demanding,  as  they  have  in  the  last  few 
years,  exclusive  runs  in  their  situations, 
and  legal  action  is  now  being  taken  against 
us  on  account  of  the  demand  in  Ports- 
mouth. Kindly  advise  if  you  wish  to  ac- 
cept the  exclusive  run  clause  for  this  cir- 
cuit for  next  season’s  product. 

Tire  reply,  read,  “I  showed  this  letter 
along  with  the  attached  clearance  sched- 
ule for  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  circuit 
to  Mr.  Schaefer  who  advised  me  that  he 
has  no  objection  to  selling  our  pictures  in 
any  situation  exclusively.” 

“Mr.  Schaefer  is  taking  it  for  granted 
that  you  can  work  out  any  difficulties  that 
you  may  have  with  reference  to  product 
£is  suggested  in  your  letter  above.” 

Providence  “Poverty” 

Interesting  opinions  on  the  theatre  situ- 
ation in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1935,  were 
drawn  in  two  other  United  Artist  com- 
munications. 

“The  only  possibility  from  which  we  can 
obtain  prices  for  second  run  in  Provi- 
dence is  the  Rialto  Theatre,”  one  letter 
read  in  part.  “For  the  past  two  seasons 
business  in  this  theatre  has  been  excep- 
tionally poor  and  it  has  been  necessary 
for  us  to  grant  imusually  large  reductions 
in  order  to  obtain  a playoff.  Mr.  Ed  Fay 
operates  this  house  and  every  film  com- 
pany has  granted  him  reductions  to  help 
him  continue  the  operation  of  the  house. 
His  loss  is  never  less  than  $400  weekly.” 

A portion  of  a subsequent  letter  alleged: 
“Business  in  every  theatre  in  Providence 
including  the  first  run  houses  has  been 
terrible  for  months.  Mr.  Fay,  who  oper- 
ates first  and  second  run  houses,  is  on 
the  verge  of  bankruptcy  and  every  sub- 
sequent run  house  has  felt  the  effects  of 
the  unemployment  situation  in  Providence 
as  well  as  in  the  surrounding  textile  towns, 
which  have  been  always  supporting  them.” 


Gruber  an  Incorporator 
Of  New  Boston  Firm 

Boston — Meyer  Gruber,  former  film 
distributor  who  became  active  in  the  the- 
atre premium  business  following  his  resig- 
nation several  years  ago  as  local  manager 
of  First  Division,  is  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  Circulation  Sales  Corp.  The  con- 
cern, incorporated  last  week  by  Secretary 
of  State  Frederick  Cook,  has  a capital  of 
two  hundred  shares  of  no  par  stock.  Harry 
Bloomberg,  early  associate  of  Gruber  in 
the  premium  and  giveaway  field,  is  a fel- 
low incorporator,  as  is  Sidney  S.  Baker 
of  Boston. 


Industry  Surpasses  Quota 
On  Hub  Community  Fund 

Boston — Motion  picture  theatres  and  ex- 
changes surpassed  their  annual  quota  in 
the  Boston  Community  F\md  drive.  In- 
dustry segments  went  over  the  top  with 
contributions  that  totaled  103  per  cent  of 
increased  charity  demands  made  this  year. 
Film  figures  soliciting  for  the  campaign  in- 
cluded Frank  Lydon,  John  Dervin,  Martin 
Mullin,  Edward  Cuddy,  and  Maurice  N. 
Wolf. 
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Solomon  Charges  Partners  in 
Conspiracy;  L&L  Involved 


(Continued  from  page  86) 
their  25th  wedding  anniversary  since  the 
first  of  the  year. 


Jack  Byrne,  M-G-M  Boston  branch 
manager,  has  been  north,  skiing  . . . The 
Republic  sales  drive  is  on  during  Febru- 
ary, March  and  April  . . . Ann  Harrington 
of  Metro  was  ill  last  week  with  the  grippe. 

Downtown  theatres  are  feeling  the  order 
of  the  Boston  traffic  commissioner  that  no 
automobiles  may  be  parked  on  most  down- 
town streets  during  the  remainder  of  the 
snow-expectancy  season,  estimated  at  60 
days. 

Thomas  J.  Donaldson,  former  Boston 
office  manager  for  M-G-M  and  present 
New  Haven  branch  manager,  has  been  in 
Florida  . . . The  former  Selma  Rifkin  and 
her  husband,  George  Rabinowitz,  are 
scheduled  to  land  in  New  York  on  Febru- 
ary 19  from  a Vera  Cruz  honeymoon. 

William  Powell  has  been  made  assistant 
division  manager  of  the  Western  Massa- 
chusetts Theatres,  Inc.,  by  Samuel  and 
Nathan  Goldstein  . . . The  Boston  Real 
Estate  Exchange  has  endorsed  the  bill  in- 
troduced by  Congressman  Allen  Treadway 
of  Stockbridge  which  calls  for  a simplifi- 
cation of  the  tax  structure  after  an  in- 
vestigation by  a tax  commission. 

George  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  Operator,  is  in 
Florida  . . . Charles  Collins  and  Paula 
Stone  are  in  town.  The  pair  were  given  a 
press  party  last  week  Wednesday  at  the 
Mayfair.  Lou  Straus,  press  representative, 
is  along. 

Fred  Rush,  formerly  with  RKO  here,  has 
resigned  as  a Graphic  Theatre  manager. 
He  has  gone  to  Florida  on  a film  assign- 
ment . . . Jack  Goodwin,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Metropolitan,  was  in  Penn- 
sylvania last  week  to  attend  the  Comer- 
ford  funeral  . . . Benny  Davis  took  enough 
time  off  from  his  vaudeville  engagement 
at  the  RKO  Boston  last  week  to  write  a 
song  for  the  Boston  Community  Fund 
Drive. 

Marty  Glazer,  Metropolitan  publicity  as- 
sistant, was  in  New  York  last  weekend 
. . . Robert  Anzalone,  sound  technician,  is 
back  from  a business  trip  to  Syracuse 
. . . George  Levy  is  now  managing  the 
Victory  in  Holyoke  for  Goldstein  Brothers. 

Maurice  N.  Wolf,  M-G-M  division  man- 
ager, is  planning  a Florida  simning  . . . 
Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  advertising  head, 
and  Edith  Freedman,  his  bride-to-be,  were 
planning  a Nassau  honeymoon  early  this 
week. 

The  rumor  is  making  the  rounds  that  a 
major  distributor  has  acquired  property 
on  Broadway,  in  the  film  district,  for  an  ex- 
change site. 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  In  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 

250  Stuart  Street 
HANcock  6788-6790 
BOSTON 


Boston — Charging  fraud  and  alleging 
that  a conspiracy  is  in  existence  to  oust 
him  from  a theatre  operating  concern 
which  he,  as  part  owner,  helped  to  build, 
George  Solomon  has  brought  a bill  in 
equity  against  Isaac  M.  Grishaver,  Daniel 
Grishaver,  Selma  Yonkers,  Jacob  Yonkers, 
and  Benjamin  Rudnick.  The  L&L  Enter- 
prises, Inc.,  originally  formed  by  E.  M. 
Loew  interests,  is  a co-defendant  in  the 
action.  George  S.  Ryan  is  representing 
Solomon,  veteran  Charlestown  operator. 

Solomon  owns  94  shares  in  the  Thomp- 
son Square  Theatre  Co.,  incorporated  in 
1916  with  an  authorized  capital  stock  of 
200  shares  of  common  stock.  Isaac  Gris- 
haver, his  daughter,  Selma  Yonkers,  and 
his  son-in-law,  Jacob  Yonkers,  control  the 
remaining  stock. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  on  or  about 
April  1937,  the  aforementioned  defendants, 
together  with  Daniel  Grishaver  and  Ben- 
jamin Rudnick  “entered  into  a combina- 
tion and  conspiracy  to  destroy  the  business, 
property  and  good  will  of  the  theatre  com- 
pany and  to  secure  the  said  business,  as- 
sets and  property  of  the  theatre  company 
for  their  own  profit.” 

The  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  is  averred 
to  have  “become  a party”  to  the  alleged 
action  on  or  about  June  13,  1938. 

Benjamin  Rudnick,  brother-in-law  of 
Daniel  Grishaver,  who  in  turn  is  Isaac 
Grishaver’s  brother,  is  said  to  have  loaned 
Solomon  and  Isaac  Grishaver  $33,000  in 
1934,  the  pair  using  the  money  to  operate 
the  Tliompson  Square  Tlieatre  in  Charles- 
town. 

Solomon,  according  to  the  complaint, 
“had  a wide  experience  in  the  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures.  The  defendant,  Isaac 
Grishaver,  was  without  experience  in  this 
business  . . . The  plaintiff,  Solomon,  was 
placed  in  charge  and  in  control  of  the 
operation  of  said  theatre.” 

The  Thompson  Square  Theatre  pros- 
pered and  the  sum  of  $33,000  was  repaid, 
with  interest  at  12  per  cent  from  profits. 

The  Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co.’s 
lease  of  the  Thompson  Square  Tlieatre  ran 
out  in  1938.  In  the  meantime,  the  con- 
cern leased  the  Hollywood  in  Charlestown. 
When  Loew  and  Lasky  interests  took  over 
the  Thompson  Square  last  year,  Solomon 
and  his  associates  moved  over  to  the  Hol- 
lywood. 

“Solomon  continued  to  be  in  charge  and 
in  control  of  operations  of  the  Hollywod.” 

“After  July  1938,  the  plaintiff,  Solomon, 
was  still  president  of  the  theatre  com- 
pany and  in  charge  and  in  control  of  the 
corporation  business  at  the  Hollywood 


Theatre.  At  this  time  said  Grishaver  was 
in  charge  and  control  of  the  Thompson 
Square  Theatre  which  had  been  reopened 
by  the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.” 

Jacob  Yonkers,  it  is  alleged,  informed 
Solomon  soon  afterwards  that  there  would 
be  a stockholders’  meeting  for  the  election 
of  officers.  Solomon’s  resignation  was  de- 
manded and  he  was  forced  to  resign  as 
president,  it  is  charged. 

Pursuance  of  the  alleged  combination 
and  conspiracy  is  claimed  to  have  been 
carried  on  by  building  business  at  the 
Thompson  Square  and  destroying  it  at 
the  Hollywood.  First  run  features  con- 
tracted for  by  Solomon  for  the  Hollywood 
Theatre  have  been  diverted,  it  is  alleged, 
to  the  Thompson  Square  and  subsequent 
runs  put  into  the  Hollywood. 

Tire  result  of  these  actions,  the  com- 
plaint avers,  “has  been  a very  large  de- 
crease in  receipts  and  loss  in  assets  so 
that  the  theatre  company  is  faced  with 
ruin  and  will  be  compelled  to  go  out  of 
business. 

George  S.  Ryan  in  behalf  of  George 
Solomon  has  requested  Suffolk  superior 
court : 

“That  the  respondent  officers  of  the 
Thompson  Square  Tlieatre  Co.  be  en- 
joined from  acting  as  officers  of  said 
corporation. 

“Tliat  the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  its  of- 
ficers, attorneys,  agents  and  employes  be 
enjoined  from  exhibiting  first  run  pic- 
tures which  may  be  delivered  to  it  on  the 
order  of  any  of  the  individual  respondents 
purporting  to  act  as  the  officers  or  agents 
of  the  Thompson  Square  Theatre  Co. 

“That  a receiver  be  appointed  to  take 
possession  and  control  of  the  records,  as- 
sets and  business  of  said  Thompson  Square 
Theatre  Co.  subject  to  further  order  of 
the  court. 

“That  the  defendant  Selma  Yonkers  be 
ordered  to  convey  the  premises  known  as 
the  Hollywood  Theatre  to  the  Thompson 
Square  Theatre  Co. 

“That  an  account  be  taken  of  all  the 
damages  to  the  Tliompson  Square  Tlie- 
atre  Co.,  its  business,  property  and  good 
will  and  that  the  individual  respondents 
and  the  L&L  Enterprises,  Inc.,  be  ordered 
to  pay  such  damages  to  the  Thompson 
Square  Theatre  Co. 

“That  until  such  time  as  a hearing  be 
had  upon  the  merits  of  this  bill  of  com- 
plaint, an  interlocutory  injunction  or  tem- 
porary restraining  order  issue,  enjoining 
and  restraining  the  said  defendants  from 
doing  any  of  the  things  herein  sought  to 
be  prohibited  and  that  a temporary  re- 
ceiver be  appointed.” 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

BURCH  POPCORN  MACHINES  ARE 
MADE  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THEATRES 


Now  Representing 

J.  J.  CONROY 

Sales  Representative 

Somuel  Horenstein 

104  Elson  Road — P.  O.  Box  54 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 
VERMONT,  MAINE, 

Massachusetts  - R.  I. 

WALTHAM,  MASS. 
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gEN  SIMON’S  testimonial  dinner  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  best-attended  and 
most  enjoyable  in  the  district  . . . Speak- 
ers included  Harry  Shaw,  toastmaster; 
Arthur  Lockwood,  Hy  Fine,  Tom  Bailey, 
Clarence  Hill,  Barney  Pitkin,  and  the 
guest  of  honor  himself  . . . Ben  sur- 
prised the  boys  with  his  unsuspected  elo- 
quence. 

George  Wilkinson  took  a how  as  the 
exhibitor  longest  in  the  business  in  these 
parts  . . . Memory  Expert  Paxton  loowed 
them  with  his  mental  feats  . . . and  then 
forgot  where  he  had  left  his  hat  . . . Hy 
Fine  once  more  got  a big  hand  for  stories 
told  in  his  own  inimitable  manner  . . . 
Gifts  to  Simon  included  a china  dinner 
set  and  silver  candelabras. 

The  new  Sam  "Weiss  house  in  Stamford, 
expected  to  be  finished  this  spring,  will 
be  known  as  the  Avon,  instead  of  'Vogue 
as  originally  planned. 

Mecklefelder  and  DiLoro,  operators  of 
the  South  Weymouth,  Mass.,  drive-in  the- 
atre, are  looking  over  the  Milford  turn- 
pike for  a drive-in  spot. 

Visiting  along  the  street:  A1  Poulton, 
formerly  with  Paramount,  here,  now  Honey 
representative  . . . Herman  Rifkin,  Re- 
public Boston  franchiseholder  . . . Nate 
Furst  of  Monogram  . . . Jack  Belmont, 
Republic,  New  York,  helping  at  the  local 
office  until  George  Rabinowitz’s  return 
from  his  honeymoon. 

Joe  Faith’s  new  500-seat  Luxor  The- 
atre, Unionville,  opened  Monday  as  the 
third  in  the  string  of  this  exhibitor’s 
ventures.  Booth  equipment,  carpet,  screen 
are  by  National  Theatre  Supply;  Hey- 
wood-Wake field  supplied  the  chairs,  and 
Joe  Dobasch  of  Boston,  the  decoration. 

Child  Welfare  Association,  with  the  aid 
of  the  Junior  League,  will  run  the  premiere 
of  “Pygmalion"  Thursday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 23,  at  the  Loew-Poli.  Reserved 
tickets  are  being  sold  by  the  organization 
and  debs  in  evening  dress  will  act  as 
usherettes.  It  is  planned  the  governor, 
mayor  and  Professor  William  Lyon  Phelps 
will  be  among  the  distinguished  guests  . . . 
Bob  Russell  is  using  study  guides  in  the 
schools  on  this  picture,  as  well  as  Hotel 
Wellington  postcards  from  Professor  Phelps 
recommending  the  picture. 

Bess  Ehrhardt,  Roy  Shipstad  and  sev- 
eral other  stars  of  the  “Ice  Follies’’  show 
at  the  Arena  in  New  Haven,  were  guests 
at  a Hotel  Taft  luncheon  given  by  Harry 
Shaw,  Lou  Brown  and  Poli  managers  for 
them  and  members  of  the  press.  Among 
the  pressmen  were  Eddie  Shugrue,  Jack 
O’Brien,  Chick  Kelly,  George  Dillon,  Roger 
Connolly,  Dan  Mulvey  and  Bill  Harding. 
Sid  Goluboff  of  WELI  conducted  a radio 
mterview  from  the  party. 

Special  inducements  in  Stamford; 
Strand  uses  "three  first  runs”  certain 
days  of  the  week,  as  well  as  Photo  Pa- 
rade. Rialto  uses  a 10-cent  matinee  Fri- 
days with  coupon  from  newspaper.  Stam- 
ford Theatre  has  a special  15-25-cent 
Thui'sday  matinee. 


“Jesse  Jgmes”  estimated  to  have  gross- 
ed about  $18,300  in  three  weeks  first  run 
here,  in  face  of  bad  weather.  The  “Ice 
Follies”  show  at  the  Arena  was  keen  com- 
petition to  local  theatres,  drawing  some 
35,000  people  in  seven  evenings  and  two 
matmees. 

Ben  Simon  left  for  Florida  by  car  fol- 
lowing his  testimonial  dinner  . . . Both 
Morris  Nunes  and  Meyer  Bailey  are  plan- 
ning southern  vacations  in  March  . . . 
Harry  Fishman  is  the  latest  of  the  Fish- 
man brothers  to  take  his  family  to  Miami 
Beach,  traveling  by  train  . . . A1  Robbins 
of  the  Strand  Theatre  was  involved  in 
an  automobile  accident  which  sent  him  to 
St.  Raphael’s  Hospital  for  a short  time. 
He  is  now  recuperating  from  his  injuries 
at  home  . . . Lou  Brown  away  from  his 
desk  with  a slight  attack  of  grippe. 

E.  M.  Loew’s  Royal  Theatre  in  Wor- 
cester has  Luxury  towels  as  a new  give- 
away . . . Motion  picture  operators  will 
hold  a regular  meeting  on  February  18. 
Operators  will  have  contracts  in  smaller 
houses  to  renew  this  August;  circuits  next 
year  . . . Wallace  Rosenthal  starts  his 
Conveiition  Hall  series  of  “world’s  great- 
est films”  in  IQmm  with  “Carnival  in 
Flanders”  on  Sunday,  February  26. 

Palace,  Torrington  and  Palace,  New 
Britain,  both  featuring  Progressive’s  man- 
darin china  . . . Rialto,  New  Britain  has 
a Price  cutlery  set  . . . Peter  Cusanelli, 
brother  of  Vic,  at  the  Warner  office,  won 
excellent  comments  in  the  cast  of  “.  . . one 
third  of  a nation  . . .”  when  it  played  at 
the  Shubert  recently  . . . The  photo- 
graphic bug  has  bitten  Herman  Miller 
hard  and  he  is  now  giving  George  Weber 
stiff  competition. 

Jack  Goldstein  is  now  with  the  Economy 
Lobby  Display  in  Albany  . . . M&P’s  Re- 
gent Theatre,  Nonvalk,  will  be  completely 
remodeled,  work  to  begin  at  once  and  to 
include  redecoration  and  900  new  chairs 
. . . Nat  Rubin,  assistant  at  the  Loew- 
Poli,  New  Haven,  heads  assistants  on  the 
circuit  for  Jaimary  honors  in  the  Loew 
Down.  Rubin  gets  credit  for  the  unusual 
lobby  display  of  the  skating  figure  on  a 
mirror  surface  at  the  Poli  now  for  “Ice 
Follies  of  1939.” 

New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce  urges 
a comprehensive  campaign  to  attract  new 
industries  to  New  Haven — 2,695  families 
in  New  Haven,  West  Haven,  East  Haven 
and  Hamden  receive  direct  relief  and  946 
single  people. 

S.  Z.  Poli  Corp.,  New  Haven,  has  filed 
its  final  dissolution  certificate  with  the 
secretary  of  state. 


New  Windsor  Locks  Rialto 
Operators  Incorporate 

Windsor  Locks,  Conn. — New  operators 
of  the  Rialto  Theatre  have  incorporated 
as  the  Windsor  Locks  Rialto  Corp.,  with 
Joseph  Walsh  of  Southington  as  president 
and  treasurer,  Raymond  T.  England  of 
Meriden,  secretary,  and  Frank  E.  Healy 
of  Windsor  Locks  as  additional  officer. 


Bank  Night  Facing 
Test  in  Brockton 

Boston — Bank  Night’s  legality  in  Ply- 
mouth and  Norfolk  counties  may  be  de- 
termined in  a test  case  scheduled  for  su- 
perior court  in  Brockton  on  February  23 
and  24.  George  S.  Ryan  is  defense  at- 
torney in  the  litigation  being  prosecuted 
by  District  Attorney  Edmund  Dewing. 

’File  case  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  arrest 
of  Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  manager  of  the 
Key  Theatre,  in  Middleboro.  He  is  tech- 
nically charged  with  promoting  a lottery  at 
the  Heffner-McGee  house  and  is  free,  on 
his  recognition,  on  a $100  bond. 

The  case  was  recently  continued  from 
the  district  court  in  a move  to  obtain  a 
high  court  decision. 


Reveals  "Sweethearts" 
Booming  Marriages 

Boston — 'Tlie  M-G-M  feature,  “Sweet- 
hearts,” was  directly  responsible  for  the 
establishment  in  Boston  of  a new  nine- 
year  peak  in  marriage  licenses.  H.  M. 
Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  manager,  in  a 
newspaper  release  that  broke  most  of  the 
local  dailies,  has  come  out  with  statistics 
to  prove  his  contention. 

“When  the  stage  production  of  Victor 
Herbert’s  ‘Sweethearts’  opened  at  the  New 
Amsterdam  Theatre  on  Broadway,  a little 
over  25  years  ago,  performances  were  fol- 
lowed by  avalanches  of  business  for  the 
marriage  license  bureaus.  Now  that  M-G-M 
has  modernized  the  story  with  the  spark- 
ling wit  of  Dorothy  Parker,  naturally  it’s 
no  surprise  to  me  to  learn  that  Dan  Cupid 
finds  himself  with  a first-class  boom  on 
his  hands.” 

The  claim,  interestingly  enough,  broke 
when  High  Sachem  Addison  was  vacation- 
ing. Joseph  A.  DePisa,  publicist  for 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum,  has  no  com- 
ment to  make  on  the  phenomenon. 


Exchange  Union  Members 
Warned  to  Meet  Dues 

Boston — Members  of  the  Film  Exchange 
Employes’  Union  who  are  in  arrears  of 
three  months’  dues  by  February  11,  will 
stand  automatically  suspended,  they  have 
been  informed. 

In  the  meantime,  talk  of  a general  meet- 
ing, the  first  in  nearly  two  years,  con- 
tinues. One  officer  told  this  publication 
that  a confab  will  be  called  here  upon 
the  return  to  town  of  AFL  executive,  John 
Gatelee. 


"Gunga  Din"  Stays  2nd 
Week  as  Solo  Feature 

Boston — “Gunga  Din,”  billed  single  fea- 
ture and  augmented  by  several  Walt  Dis- 
ney shorts,  held  over  for  a second  week 
at  Keith’s  Memorial.  “Jesse  James,”  com- 
bined with  “While  New  York  Sleeps,” 
pulled  the  trick  at  the  Metropolitan. 
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American  Scene  Is 
Twisted  by  Films 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  — American  motion 
pictures  are  one  of  the  most  prolific  sources 
of  misunderstanding  between  the  United 
States  and  South  American  countries,  ac- 
cording to  Maj.  Frederick  Dent  Sharp  of 
nearby  Fairfield. 

The  major,  now  resting  at  his  home,  is 
a former  military  attache  at  the  American 
legations  in  Buenos  Aires,  Ascension, 
Paraguay  and  Montevideo.  He  was  United 
States  military  observer  at  the  front  dur- 
ing the  Chaco  War,  representing  this  coun- 
try on  the  neutral  military  commission 
of  the  six  countries,  Argentina,  Chile,  Uru- 
guay, Peru,  Brazil  and  the  United  States, 
which  had  its  part  in  ending  the  three- 
year  war  between  Paraguay  and  Bolivia. 
Further,  he  was  America’s  representative 
on  the  special  repatriation  commission 
which  grew  out  of  the  Buenos  Aires  con- 
ference and  drew  up  rules  and  regulations 
for  prisoners  of  the  Chaco  conflict. 

So  his  years  of  experience  with  the  gov- 
ernment in  Latin-America  give  him  au- 
thority to  speak  on  what  he  considers 
harmful  to  the  continued  peaceful  rela- 
tions between  this  country  and  her  sister 
nations  to  the  south. 

Speaking  of  Hollywood  films.  Major 
Sharp  says,  “They  misrepresent  American 
institutions  and  American  culture.  Pic- 
tures of  gangsters,  films  which  emphasize 
sex,  which  we  in  the  United  States  know 
to  be  not  general  but  merely  episodic  in 
American  culture,  are  accepted  by  South 
Americans  who  know  no  other  America  as 
characteristic  of  our  land  and  people.  They 
give  a decidedly  bad  impression  of  North 
America  and  Americans. 

“We  send  down  movies,  too,  ridiculing 
our  government  officials.  We  send  down 
movies  which  depict  every  American  as 
a millionaire,  and  altogether  our  films 
give  a false  impression  of  our  culture 
and  economy.  Such  films  are  all  right  for 
ourselves.  We  understand  them  and  can 
laugh  them  off,  but  they  should  not  be 
exported  to  be  interpreted  as  the  inher- 
encies  of  our  culture,  because  those  who 
view  them  know  nothing  of  America  and 
judge  us  by  our  films.” 


Allied  Regional  OHice 
Ahead  lor  Lydon 

Boston— Frank  Lydon,  veteran  vice- 
president  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Ins.,  probably  will  be  the  next  regional 
vice-president  in  this  territory  for  Allied 
States  Ass’n. 

The  appointment  is  expected  to  be  forth- 
coming shortly  from  Colonel  Cole,  Allied 
head.  Lydon  is  operator  of  the  Hamilton 
Theatre  in  Dorchester. 


Premiere  lor  "Pearls" 

Boston  — Sam  Davidson  has  acquired 
New  England  distribution  rights  to  “Pearls 
of  the  Crown.”  The  Cameo  Screen  Attrac- 
tions, Inc.,  head  has  arranged  for  local 
premiere  of  the  prize-winning  importation 
at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 


J^EN  RENAUD,  who  used  to  manage  the 
Lyric  here,  back  in  town  ahead  of 
“Gunga  Din.”  Renaud,  a Stamford  na- 
tive, used  to  be  associated  with  the  Stam- 
ford Theatre  in  that  city  when  it  was 
Connecticut’s  leading  legitimate  theatre. 

Mrs.  Ida  Shaw,  mother  of  Loew’s  New 
England  division  head,  has  returned  from 
two  weeks  in  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Shaw 
makes  her  home  here  with  her  son-in- 
laio  and  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Rose. 

Ethel  Beckwith  is  expected  to  get  the 
film  review  berth  on  the  Sunday  Herald 
where  a sudden  shakeup  resulted  in  resig- 
nations of  managing  and  city  editors.  Jess 
Benton,  columnist  on  the  sheet,  has  re- 
signed to  join  Jimmy  Fidler’s  staff  on  the 
west  coast. 

The  Globe  has  a big  lobby  sign  in- 
forming patrons  that  the  theatre  played 
all  of  the  ‘‘ten  best  pictures”  of  the  year. 

Harry  Rose,  manager  of  the  Globe,  has 
just  finished  his  busiest  Monday.  Some- 
time ago  Harry’s  Boxoffice  just  stopped 
coming.  Tire  usual  checking  up  took  place 
and  Harry  just  mooned  around  and  won- 
dered what  the  people  in  New  England 
were  doing.  Then  the  other  Monday  morn- 
ing the  mailman  dropped  copies  of  the 
magazine  for  seven  weeks  on  his  desk. 
And  did  he  catch  up  on  his  reading?  He 
went  into  an  executive  conference  with 
the  magazines  and  left  orders  not  to  be 
disturbed  unless  something  important 
happened — like  the  arrival  of  a shipment 
of  new  balcony  seats. 

Pearce  Parkhurst,  manager  of  the  State, 
Torrington,  coupled  “The  Sig7i  of  the 
Cross”  with  “The  Kmg  of  Alcatraz”  for 
a nice  tivo-day  business. 

Independents  Plan 
Mid-March  Meet 

Boston — Tlie  annual  meeting  of  the  In- 
dependent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  has  been  ten- 
tatively scheduled  for  the  middle  of  March. 
Current  trade  practices,  featui’ed  by  ac- 
tion to  date  on  the  proposed  15  point  in- 
dustry program,  will  feature  the  session. 
Announcement  as  to  the  exact  date  will  be 
forthcoming  within  the  next  few  weeks 
from  the  office  of  Arthur  K.  Howard,  New 
England  business  manager  of  Allied. 


Arthur  Foley  Authors 
New  Travel  Book 

Boston — Arthur  Foley,  projectionist  at 
the  RKO  Boston,  has  come  out  with  a 
new  book.  The  angle  is  that  the  volume 
deals  with  travel.  “Italian  Ports  of  Call” 
is  the  title  of  Foley’s  latest  publication  by 
Bruce  Humphries.  Foley  previously  au- 
thored “Breezy  Adventures.” 


Extend  Allan  Dwan 

Hollywood — The  directorial  contract  of 
Allan  Dwan  has  been  extended  by  20th-Fox. 


British  in  American 
Roles  Irritating 

Portland,  Me. — A wave  of  indignation 
has  been  sweeping  through  Portland 
against  the  use  of  English  actors  in  de- 
cidedly American  roles,  climaxed  by  the 
recent  announcement  that  Vivien  Leigh 
is  to  play  the  role  of  Scarlett  O’Hara  in 
“Gone  With  the  Wind.”  This  attitude, 
born  and  cultivated  in  small  family  and 
social  groups,  has  grown  to  such  pro- 
portions that  at  last  the  Portland  Press- 
Herald  deemed  it  expedient  to  express  its 
views  on  the  subject. 

In  part,  this  is  what  Duncan  L.  Oli- 
phant,  the  editor,  says: 

“There  seems  to  be  more  Britishers  in 
the  American  movie  capital  than  in  In- 
dia, a matter  in  itself  not  objectionable 
to  us  . . . not  objectionable  because  most 
of  these  English  stars,  featured  and  bit 
players,  have  paid  their  way  with  full 
entertainment  value,  and  are  as  welcome 
to  the  hospitable  American  movie  fans 
as  the  native-born  make-believers  . . . 
But  where  a lot  of  Americans  do  get  kind 
of  peeved  is  when  Hollywood  rings  these 
Britishers  into  roles  in  which  they  don’t 
belong.  Like  in  ‘Submarine  Patrol,’  for 
instance,  in  which  the  very  English  Rich- 
ard Greene  is  cast  as  an  American  naval 
officer  in  a film  glorifying  the  exploits 
of  our  sub-chasers  in  the  World  War. 
Greene’s  beauty  can’t  overcome  an  ac- 
cent that  has  no  place  in  a crew  of 
Yankee  sea-fighters. 

“Similarly,  for  all  her  looks,  charm  and 
talent,  it’s  hard  to  dope  out  why  they 
had  to  select  the  English  Miss  Leigh  for 
the  role  of  Scarlett  in  a thoroughly  Ameri- 
can historical  story,  or  why  they  had  to 
spread  it  on  a little  thicker  by  shoving 
the  very  British  Leslie  Howard  into  the 
same  cast. 

“This  weird  use  of  Englishmen  in 
American  historical  films  is  even  more 
difficult  to  understand  when  you  consider 
that  Hollywood  goes  to  great  lengths  to 
destroy  the  sectional  accents,  and  manner 
of  speech  of  American  players.  A typi- 
cal American  accent  is  considered  out  of 
place  while  the  difficult  to  understand 
speech  of  some  of  the  Britishers  is  ac- 
ceptable, even  in  a picture  in  which  the 
people  are  supposed  to  talk  like  Ameri- 
cans . . 


Over  250  Theatres  Show 
"Shock  Troops"  Short 

Boston  — “Shock  Troops  of  Disaster,” 
gratis  short  filmed  by  the  WPA  and  dis- 
tributed by  Dave  Ambuter  of  Ambuter 
Film  Laboratories,  has  already  played  to 
more  than  250  New  England  theatres. 
Prints  have  been  booked  ahead  to  May  13. 
Free  lobby  displays  and  printed  matter 
are  available  with  the  hurricane  featurette. 


On  Wurtzel  Production 

Hollywood  — John  Francis  Larkin  will 
script  “The  Spliinx,”  a mystery  story,  for 
the  Sol  Wurtzel  production  unit  at  20th- 
Fox. 
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The  S.  A.  C.  W.  C.  C.  C.  G.  Convenes 


Boston — Motion  picture  theatres  may  be 
catching  additional  coin  by  merchandising 
candy,  but  controversy  is  prevalent  as  to 
the  “entertainment  value”  of  rustling  tin- 
foil  and  crackling  celloplrane.  The  reac- 
tions, generally  confined  to  turned  heads 
and  a muttered  epithet,  has  broken  into 
print  in  the  form  of  a newspaper  report 
of  a mythical  meeting  of  “Tlie  Society  for 
the  Abolition  of  Cellophane  Wrappers  or 
Cinematic  Candy  and  Chewing  Gum.” 

“During  the  meeting  a resolution  was 
passed  to  the  effect  that  while  cellophane 
was  an  aid  to  those  who  liked  to  know 
what  they  were  buying,  it  was  no  help 
to  those  who  Uked  to  hear  what  Robert 
Taylor  was  saying  to  Maureen  O’Sullivan 
in  a tense  moment  of  one  of  their  pic- 
tures,” the  staid  Boston  Transcript,  finan- 
cial daily,  commented. 

“George  Tinfoil,  past  president  of  the 
society,  best  spoke  the  thoughts  of  the 
other  members  when  he  said:  ‘Although 
I am  an  admirer  of  cellophane  in  its  many 
daily  uses,  I cannot  condone  it  as  a wrap- 
per for  candy  that  might  be  sold  at  the 
theatre  candy  booth.  Too  many  times  have 
I been  disturbed,  my  train  of  emotion 
sidetracked,  by  the  noisy  unwrapping  of  a 
bar  of  chocolate  or  package  of  giun. 
Sometimes  I think  that  the  stealthy  mo- 
tions of  the  young  man  or  lady  in  front 


of  me  ai’e  done  with  my  interest  and  that 
of  the  other  nearby  patrons  at  heart. 
There  is  a feeling,  I believe,  that  the  wrap- 
per can  be  peeled  off. 

“That  is  wrong.  Cellophane  is  usually 
glued  on  and  only  comes  apart  with  an  ini- 
tial zip  that  crackles  above  the  noise  of 
even  as  fearsome  a sound  as  the  sand  storm 
in  ‘Suez.’ 

“But  cellophane  isn’t  at  fault  alone. 
There  are  a few  persons  who  bring  waxed 
bags  of  peanuts  and  chocolate  drops,  who 
are  really  the  worst  offenders.  'They,  not 
content  with  one  resounding  interruption, 
reach  into  their  bags  regularly,  every  90 
seconds,  and  make  a muffled  rasp  which 
you  anticipate  at  least  15  seconds  before 
and  condemn  at  least  15  seconds  after. 
Allowing  5 seconds  for  the  operation — 
there  are  people  who  make  it  longer — it  is 
easily  seen  that  more  than  half  a minute 
in  every  minute  and  a half  is  wasted. 

“I  recommend,  therefore,  that  those  who 
must  chew  during  a picture  open  their 
package  before  they  enter  the  house,  keep 
it  on  their  laps,  so  that  it  won’t  be  neces- 
sary to  dig  into  a pocket,  and  try  to  finish 
the  sweet  before  the  newsreel,  or,  at  the 
latest,  the  second  feature,  is  over.  Then, 
we,  who  want  to  relax  and  see  and  hear 
in  silence,  can  enjoy  ourselves.” 


Urges  Censors  Get 
Practicable  View 

Boston — Censors  should  differentiate  be- 
tween what  is  used  for  effect  and  what  is 
used  for  authenticity,  opined  Elinor 
Hughes,  dramatic  editor  of  the  Boston 
Herald,  recently.  She  was  speaking  of 
eliminations  made  on  John  Steinbeck’s 
“Of  Mice  and  Men,”  at  the  Plymouth. 

“The  play,”  wrote  Miss  Hughes,  “has 
been  softened  for  Boston  audiences  to  the 
point  of  removing  the  profanity  heard  in 
the  New  York  presentation.  By  profanity 
we  mean  the  language  which  offends  cer- 
tain sensibilities  and  must,  therefore,  be 
automatically  excised  for  local  audiences. 

“That  this  language  is  native  to  the 
characters  in  the  play,  men  of  limited  vo- 
cabulary who  swear  as  natui’ally  and  al- 
most as  continually  as  they  breathe,  that 
the  removal  of  it  falsified  the  characteri- 
zations and  impedes  the  truthful  deline- 
ation of  the  script  of  the  drama,  are,  of 
course,  facts  which  are  entirely  overlook- 
ed by  the  forces  of  censorship. 

“This  is  not  going  to  be  a detailed  dis- 
cussion of  strong  language,  because,  once 
embarked  upon  that  subject,  we  could  con- 
tinue all  night,  but  we  do  feel  very  defi- 
nitely that  when  it  comes  to  censoring  a 
play,  the  censor  should  make  a distinc- 
tion between  profanity  used  for  a vulgar 
laugh  and  profanity  which  is  a natural 
proper  part  of  a drama. 

“After  all,  it  is  not  as  though  people 
who  go  to  the  theatre  never  heard  cuss 
words  in  the  course  of  their  daily  lives — 
and  you  know  that  Hamlet  said  about  the 


function  of  acting — ‘to  hold,  as  ’twere  the 
mirror  up  to  nature.’  ” 


Sharby  to  Remodel 

Boston — Pi-ed  Sharby  plans  to  remodel 
the  Magnet  in  Claremont.  Cost  will  run, 
it  is  estimated,  from  $30,000  to  $35,000. 


Scripts  Cooper  Starrer 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  as- 
signed Harold  Shumate  to  script  “Seventh 
Cavalry,”  a Gary  Cooper  starrer. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Feb.  16,  1929) 

JNTES'ITNAL  flu  had  Phil  Smith  down 

the  past  couple  of  weeks  . . . Louis  La- 
zar, managing  director  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan in  Boston,  is  recovering  rapidly  from 
a throat  operation  and  expects  to  return 
to  his  post  shortly  . . . Han-y  Connolly  has 
taken  over  the  New  England  franchise  for 
Pacent  reproducers. 

Tod  Browning  is  a busy  man  these  days 
watching  a crew  from  RCA  install  new 
sound  in  the  Keith  Memorial,  Boston  . . . 
Tlie  Pastime  in  Madison,  Me.,  was  dam- 
aged to  the  extent  of  $20,000  by  a fire  . . . 
William  DeCroteau  has  reopened  Viano’s 
Broadway  in  Somerville,  Me.,  following  a 
remodeling  program. 

The  Fitchburg,  a new  theati’e  in  the 
Massachusetts  town  of  that  name,  has  been 
opened  with  Frank  Hollis  as  manager  . . . 
Many  from  the  Boston  trade  attended  a 
trade  showing  of  “Strange  Cargo”  at  the 
Fenway,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pathe 
exchange  . . . The  two  Sams,  Rosen  and 
Weber,  of  New  Haven,  are  getting  ready 
for  a trip  to  Paris  in  the  spring. 


JJXHIBITORS  won’t  mind  a bit  if  a bill 
seeking  long  weekends  in  Maine  is 
passed  by  the  state  legislature.  The  bill, 
proposed  by  Rep.  Joy  Dow  (R)  of  Kenne- 
bunkport,  provides  that  all  holidays,  ex- 
cept Christmas,  Thanksgiving  and  Arbor 
Day,  fall  on  Monday. 

Leon  P.  Gorman,  operator  of  the  Cameo 
Theatre  at  536  Forest  Ave.,  was  issued 
a permit  in  City  Hall  this  week  to  make 
alterations  on  the  building  to  accommo- 
date nearly  100  extra  seats.  Gorman  also 
operates  the  Cape  Theatre  in  Cape  Eliza- 
beth. 

“Jesse  James”  was  moved  over  from  the 
Strand  Theatre  to  the  Empire  to  play  a 
second  week  ...  To  promote  “Gunga 
Din,”  ushers  at  the  Strand  Theatre,  wore 
Gunga  Din  helmets  for  a week  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  picture. 

A camera  contest,  open  to  all  amateur 
photographers,  was  started  Wednesday 
at  the  Maine  Theatre  and  will  continue 
for  four  weeks.  Cash  prizes  totaling  $9 
weekly  will  be  awarded  for  the  three  best 
pictures  taken  of  the  screen  during  the 
Wednesday  showings.  John  M.  Divney 
manages  the  house. 


Call  an  End  to  Beano 
In  Lewiston,  Me. 

Portland,  Me. — ^February  12  sounded 
the  death-knell  for  Beano  in  Lewiston. 
Operators  were  given  notice  February  9 
by  Police  Chief  John  H.  Ashton  to  stop  all 
play  by  the  end  of  the  week.  No  com- 
plaints had  been  received  by  the  police 
commission  but  “in  view  of  renewed  agi- 
tation about  the  more  or  less  ‘genteel 
form  of  gambling,’  ” it  decided  to  refuse 
sanction  of  the  game  after  this  weekend. 

Beano  in  Lewiston  began  under  the 
sponsorship  of  lodges  and  grew  steadily, 
attracting  operators  from  Portland  when 
the  game  was  banned  here.  For  several 
months  two  or  more  major  games  have 
been  operating,  with  sometimes  more  than 
1,500  attending  that  held  at  City  Hall. 

Beano  has  not  been  allowed  in  Auburn, 
Lewiston’s  twin  city,  for  some  time,  ac- 
cording to  Police  Chief  Robert  W.  Her- 
rick. 


Boston  Exchange  Drives 
Hard  in  Mono.  Contest 

New  York — Monogram’s  Boston  ex- 
change is  a strong  contender  in  the  W. 
Ray  Johnston  Silver  Jubilee  Drive.  At 
the  close  of  the  second  week,  this  ex- 
change nosed  out  Dallas  for  second  place 
with  Washington  retaining  the  lead.  Dallas 
is  now  in  third  place  for  the  cash  awards 
of  $1,000  to  be  distributed  to  the  first 
three  leading  branches.  Now  in  its  third 
week,  the  drive  will  close  within  seven 
days. 


Renew  Maxie  Rosenbloom 

Hollywood — Maxie  Rosenbloom  has  had 
his  acting  contract  renewed  at  Warner 
Bros.  He  is  currently  in  “Each  Dawn 
I Die.” 
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Move  to  Quash  Oklahoma  Assessments  on 

Miami  Action  Theatre  Property  Decline 


Miami — .Distributor  defendants  in  the 
anti-trust  action  brought  here  by  Wash- 
ington Operating  Co.  and  Garden  Operat- 
ing Co.,  will  move  next  week  to  quash 
service  on  the  ground  they  are  not,  nor 
ever  have  been,  licensed  to  do  business  in 
Florida. 

Original  service  was  made  on  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  New  York,  who,  in  turn, 
served  the  distributor  defendants  incor- 
porated in  New  York,  with  like  procedure 
on  the  statutory  agent  in  Delaware  for 
those  distributor  defendants  incorporated 
in  that  state.  Plaintiffs  seek  $432,000 
damages  and  an  injunction. 

Paramount,  Columbia,  M-G-M,  RKO, 
20th  Century-Pox,  UA,  Universal  and  Vita- 
graph  contend  they  are  not  licensed  to  do 
business  in  Florida,  and  that  all  film  de- 
liveries emanate  from  Atlanta.  In  refus- 
ing to  accept  responsibility  for  the  At- 
lanta deliveries,  distributors  will  claim 
that  plaintiffs’  agent,  or  film  delivery 
service,  picks  up  all  prints  and  in  so  doing 
removes  the  burden  of  blame  for  any  al- 
leged complaint. 


Dallas  Case  Decision 
Encourages  Miamians 

Miami — Plaintiffs  in  the  pending  monop- 
oly suit  here  were  greatly  encouraged 
over  the  supreme  court  decision  ruling  the 
agreement  between  the  Texas  Interstate 
circuit  and  major  distributors  illegal. 

“The  issues  in  the  Texas  case,  in  which 
the  Interstate  was  enjoined  from  enforce- 
ment of  renewal  of  existing  contracts,  do 
not  appear  to  be  as  clear  cut  as  the  com- 
plaints filed  in  the  Miami  case,”  Henry  K. 
Gibson,  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs,  the 
Surf,  Cameo  and  Drive-In  theatres,  stated. 

One  of  the  major  issues  in  the  Miami 
case  involves  the  enforcement  of  a five- 
month  “clearance”  clause,  a restriction 
much  more  damaging  than  the  price  fix- 
ing and  the  double  feature  prohibition 
combined,  Gibson  contends. 

Projectionist  Victim 
In  Houston  Fire 

Houston — Charles  Edward  Marshall,  re- 
lief operator  for  the  Joy  Theatre,  a small 
subsequent  run,  died  from  burns  received 
when  film  caught  fire  in  the  projection 
room.  Giles  Polk,  assistant  operator,  was 
badly  burned  about  the  face  and  hands 
and  J.  H.  Naquin,  chief  operator,  less 
seriously  hurt. 

A 16-year-old  boy,  Charles  S.  Scott,  re- 
ceived a serious  back  injury  when  tram- 
pled while  trying  to  escape  from  the 
smoke-filled  house.  Damage  to  the  theatre 
was  slight. 


Broadcast  a Premiere 

Pensacola,  Fla. — A lobby  broadcast  over 
a five-station  hookup  featured  Warner’s 
premiere  showing  of  “Wings  of  the  Navy” 
here  recently.  A large  portion  of  the 
film  was  shot  at  the  naval  air  station  lo- 
cated here. 


Sunday-Censor  Bill 
Due  in  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City — 'The  second  theatre  bill 
of  the  state  legislative  session  will  be  in- 
troduced this  week  by  Charles  Flanagan, 
representative  from  Walters,  who  has  had 
the  bill  drawn  and  prepared  in  the  state 
attorney  general’s  offices. 

This  bill  would  provide  for  Sunday  clos- 
ings throughout  the  entire  state  and  create 
a state  board  of  censors  whose  approval 
would  have  to  be  secured  before  any 
picture  could  be  shown  anywhere  in  the 
state. 

The  bill  calls  for  a $1,000  fine  for  ex- 
hibition of  a film  without  the  approval 
of  this  state  board  of  censors.  The  board 
would  be  composed  of  three  ministers  and 
two  educators,  appointed  by  the  governor. 

Flanagan  has  been  a foe  of  Sunday 
operation  and  has  previously  advocated 
rigid  censorship. 

“We  should  do  something  ot  keep  our 
children  from  seeing  a lot  of  gangster 
and  sex  pictures,”  he  informed  the  press 
on  the  occasion  of  discussing  the  present 
bill. 

Nat  Taylor’s  bill  requiring  theatres  to 
cease  selling  tickets  after  all  tickets  have 
been  sold  is  still  in  committee.  It  is 
probable  that  the  bill  will  lie  there  in- 
definitely. 

Such  a fate  may  not  wait  for  Flanagan’s 
bill,  however,  as  there  is  always  a size- 
able bloc  of  legislators  “hot”  on  the  sub- 
ject of  motion  picture  censorship  as  well 
as  dark  Sundays. 


K,  Lee  Williams  Chain 
Adds  and  Improves 

Oklahoma  City — Tlie  Best  in  Broken 
Bow,  Okla.,  has  been  taken  over  by  K.  Lee 
Williams  Theatres  from  Charles  A.  Buf- 
fun.  Like  the  Dixie  in  Dierks,  Ark.,  which 
the  circuit  purchased  recently  from  W.  C. 
Wiley,  the  Best  will  be  remodeled  and  re- 
equipped. 

The  Queen  in  DeQueen,  Ark.,  will  be 
reopened  on  February  23  a completely 
renovated  house.  New  sound  was  installed 
by  an  Altec  representative. 


E,  K.  Morse  of  Waco^  Tex., 
Former  Exhibitor,  Dies 

Waco,  Tex. — E.  K.  Morse,  a native  of 
Waco  who  died  in  'Tucson,  Ariz.,  was 
buried  here  in  a local  cemetery.  He  was 
manager  of  the  old  Best  'Theatre  in  Hills- 
boro during  1920-21  when  that  house  was 
owned  by  Southern  Enterprises.  Among 
survivors  are  two  sisters,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Har- 
rison, of  Waco,  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Sonne- 
man  of  Fayetteville,  Ark. 


Oklahoma  City — The  assessed  valuations 
of  personal  property  in  the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  various  Oklahoma  counties  as 
fixed  by  the  state  board  of  equalization 
for  1938  was  $686,894,  as  compared  with 
$706,244  for  1937,  according  to  a report 
by  the  state  tax  commission.  Valuations 
in  Oklahoma  county  dropped  from  $128,- 
495  to  $96,645  and  in  Tulsa  county  from 
$69,380  to  $65,415. 

Figures  for  other  counties  follow:  Adair, 
$500;  Alfalfa,  $3,455;  Atoka,  $2,475;  Bea- 
ver, $1,525;  Beckham,  $9,450;  Blaine, 
$6,150;  Bryan,  $5,675;  Caddo,  $5,675;  Ca- 
nadian, $5,685;  Carter,  $14,050;  Cherokee, 
$700;  Choctaw,  $4,625;  Cimarron,  $400; 
Cleveland,  $10,180;  Coal,  $500;  Comanche, 
$5,600;  Cotton,  $3,430;  Craig,  $4,800;  Creek, 
$18,007;  Custer,  $9,587;  Dewey,  $1,900; 
Ellis,  $1,440;  Garfield,  $24,210;  Garvin, 
$8,100;  Grady,  $14,100;  Grant,  $6,700; 

Greer,  $1,900;  Harmon,  $3,000;  Harper, 

$1,000;  Haskell,  $1,425;  Hughes,  $7,565; 

Jackson,  $5,950;  Jefferson,  $3,125;  John- 
ston, $2,820;  Kay,  $24,125;  Kingfisher, 
$2,600;  Kiowa,  $9,028;  Latimer,  $1,000;  Le- 
Flore,  $5,975;  Lincoln,  $4,240;  Logan, 

$7,280;  Love,  $1,700;  McClain,  $1,475;  Mc- 
curtain, $800;  McIntosh,  $3,650;  Major, 
$2,100;  Marshall,  $3,200;  Mayes,  $1,250; 
Murray,  $6,475;  Muskogee,  $29,475;  Noble, 
$5,540;  Nowata,  $8,150;  Okfuskee,  $4,975; 
Oklahoma,  $96,645;  Okmulgee,  $7,450; 
Osage,  $13,455;  Ottawa,  $19,320;  Pawnee, 
$6,255;  Payne,  $8,710;  Pittsburg,  $17,175; 
Pontotoc,  $14,700;  Pottawatomie,  $10,935; 
Pushmataha,  $3,200;  Roger  Mills.,  $525; 
Rogers,  $5,355;  Seminole,  $15,865;  Sequo- 
yah, $1,757;  Stephens,  $17,745;  Texas,  $12,- 
150;  Tillman,  $4,220;  Tulsa,  $65,415;  Wag- 
oner, $2,900;  Washington,  $17,395;  Wash- 
ita, $4,710;  Woods,  $6,570;  Woodward, 
$7,925. 

Plan  New  R&R  Theatre 
At  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. — Another  new 
theatre  will  be  built  at  an  early  date  here, 
it  has  been  announced  by  Bruce  L.  Col- 
lins, head  of  Corpus  Christi  Theatres,  Inc., 
affiliated  with  the  Robb  & Rowley-United 
Circuit.  It  will  be  located  on  Leopard  St. 
near  the  intersection  of  Port  Ave.  and  will 
be  the  city’s  second  neighborhood  house, 
the  circuit  having  completed  the  Tower 
about  a year  ago. 

Collins  said  Corpus  is  continuing  to 
grow  and  that  the  new  theatre  is  designed 
to  keep  pace  with  that  growth.  Corpus 
Christi  Theatres,  Inc.,  now  operate  seven 
theatres,  the  Ritz,  Palace,  Tower,  Amusu, 
Grande,  Melba  and  Agnes. 

Castans  New  Quarters 
Nearing  Completion 

New  Orleans — Fast  nearing  completion 
is  the  new  building  housing  A.  M.  Cas- 
tan’s  Louisiana  Motion  Picture  Supply  at 
1414-16  Cleveland  Ave.  Castan  entered 
the  supply  field  in  1935.  W.  A.  Pruitt, 
representing  the  American  Desk  and  Chair 
Co.  will  occupy  space  in  the  building. 
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J Y.  GREENWOOD,  owner  of  the  theatre 
^ at  Boswell,  has  announced  extensive 
plans  for  remodeling  his  house  following 
the  purchase  of  the  building  in  which  the 
house  is  located.  A new  roof,  lobby,  ticket 
booth  and  advertising  displays  will  be  built 
immediately.  At  a later  date  a stage  will 
be  built,  the  seats  upholstered,  new  lights 
installed  and  the  walls  and  ceiling  paint- 
ed. A contest  is  planned  to  name  the 
theatre.  When  the  contest  is  completed, 
a neon  sign  will  be  purchased. 

Mary  Jane  Barnes,  l&-year-old  girl  who 
won  the  local  RKO  talent  contest,  has 
been  called  to  Hollywood  to  appear  on 
the  CBS  program.  She  received  a per- 
sonal call  from  Jesse  L.  Lasky. 

Jack  Hoxie,  cowboy  star  of  yesteryear, 
is  making  personal  appearances  through- 
out the  state  with  Dixie  Starr,  women’s 
world  champion  rifle  and  pistol  shot. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr..  State  Theatre  manag- 
ing director,  has  been  named  to  the  con- 
vention committee  of  the  Oklahoma  City 
chamber  of  commerce  by  President  Frank 
Buttram. 

Claire  Hilgers,  former  Universal  ex- 
change manager  here  and  now  special 
home  office  representative  for  Republic, 
is  here  for  sales  meetings. 

Arthur  Ramsey  of  Ramsey  Productions, 
Inc.,  and  representative  of  Paramount 
News  hereabouts,  is  in  California  on  busi- 
ness . . . N.  Dillingham  has  opened  Stan- 


dard Sales  and  Manufacturing  Co.  offices 
at  14  S.  Walker  St.  here.  Dillingham  will 
handle  exploitation  -novelties. 

Jackson  Haines,  projectionist  at  Buf- 
falo, Okla.,  is  a new  member  of  the  army 
of  short-wave  radio  fans  . . . Irwin  Tucker 
jr.,  who  operates  theatres  at  Wynnewood 
and  Pauls  Valley,  was  here  on  business. 
Tucker  is  getting  set  to  sell  both  of  his 
houses  to  devote  more  time  to  his  other 
interests. 

Leonard  Jack  is  working  with  the  Magic 
City  Amusement  Co.  of  Tulsa  in  planning 
the  forthcoming  Tulsa  Ice  Show  . . . Bill 
Jensen  has  sold  his  Ritz  at  Maysville  to 
Levi  Metcalf  jr.  of  Purcell,  our  spies  in- 
form us. 

What  would  you  say  if  you  saw  Santa 
Claus  on  the  street  during  February?  So 
did  everyone  else  in  Oklahoma  City,  when 
Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  manager,  put  San- 
ta on  the  streets  last  week  to  ballyhoo 
“Made  for  Each  Other.”  Santa  carried  a 
sign  on  his  back  saying,  “I’ve  stuck  around 
to  see  Carole  Lombard  and  James  Stew- 
art in  ‘Made  for  Each  Other’  at  the  State 
Theatre  Now.”  Santa  carried  a pack  from 
which  he  dispensed  small  transparent  pa- 
per sacks  each  containing  a stick  of  sugar 
candy.  Printed  upon  the  sack  was  this 
message:  “It’s  Sweet!  It’s  Swell!  See — 
Carole  Lombard-James  Stewart  in  ‘Made 
for  Each  Other’ — Now!  At  the  State.” 

Other  promotions  of  the  week:  Liberty 
Theatre  received  a three-column  eight- 


inch  ad  for  Jane  Withers’  “Arizona  Wild- 
cat’’ on  a deal  with  Sterling  Milk  Co. 
Entire  background  of  ad  was  made  up  of 
a mass  of  type  repeating  and  repeating 
“Sterling  Meadow  Gold  Milk  gives  energy’’ 
ivith  picture  of  Withers  and  plug  for  the 
picture  bursting  through  the  center.  Dee 
Fuller  of  the  Circle  worked  with  the 
Daily  Oklahoman  and  Oklahoma  City 
Times  to  have  a circular  distributed  by 
carriers  with  paper  deliveries  ballyhoo- 
ing  “Arkansas  Traveler.’’  Half  plugged 
Bob  Burns’  daily  column  in  the  newspa- 
pers, and  the  other  half  the  picture  ast 
Fuller’s  house. 


J W.  CRABTREE,  operator  of  the  Para- 
mount at  Clarendon,  has  announced 
that  he  will  soon  begin  remodeling  the 
building  and  will  install  new  sound  equip- 
ment and  projection  maxihines.  Crabtree 
recently  bought  the  Grove  Theatre  at 
Holly  Grove  from  Leroy  Renfro  and  will 
make  improvements  there. 

The  Lil  Theatre,  Mena’s  nearest  film 
house,  opened  last  week  to  a capacity 
crowd  . . . The  Beverly  at  Prairie  Grove 
is  being  remodeled  and  redecorated.  New 
seats  probably  will  be  installed  later,  it 
is  said  . . . The  Conway  Theatre,  Conway, 
has  recently  installed  new  lamps,  generator 
and  projection  equipment.  A new  screen 
was  installed  several  weeks  ago.  About 
$2,200  was  spent  in  remodeling  the  house. 

K.  K.  King,  Searcy  theatre  manager, 
attended  the  annual  two-day  meeting  of 
the  Commonwealth  Amusement  Corp.  in 
Kansas  City  recently  and  was  awarded  a 
wrist  watch  by  the  firm  in  recognition  of 
showing  the  largest  percentage  attendance 
increase  during  a 14-week  period.  Although 
Deacon  King  walked  away  with  individual 
high  score  in  the  contest,  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  a losing  team  and  had  to  assist 
his  mates  in  pushing  the  winners  up  Film- 
row  in  wheelbarrows. 

Cecil  Cupp  was  host  to  the  three  foot- 
ball teams  at  Arkadelphia  recently  when 
a special  feature  was  shown  at  the  Royal 
Theatre  there. 


Gets  Three-Way  Pact 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  given 
Charles  Barton  a three-way  actor-writer- 
director  contract. 


LIGHT  and  LIGHTING 


Marquee  and  Signs 

Exterior  Flood 

Screen 

Cove 

Projection 

Stage 

Auditorium 


Lighting  Fixtures  of 
Distinction 

G.  E.  Fluorescent  Lamps 
Lumiline  Lamps 
All  types  colored  lamps 
Climax  Reflectors 


We  Know  Lighting  — Let  Us  Prove  It  To  You 


WIL-Km 


ISO  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


‘Everything  for  the  Theatre  Except  Film’ 


Advertise 

with  ENCORE 

MOTION  PICTURE 

PROGRAMS 

$3.75  PER  THOUSAND 

SAMPLES  FREE 

DUKEHART  PRINTING  SERVICE 

99  WALTON  ST.  ATLANTA 
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AS  A SMALL  TOWN  SHOWMAN  YOU'VE  HAD  A LOT  OF  EXPERIENCE 

WITH  THE  WORD 


GUARANTEE 

BUT  — YOU  were  always  the  one  who  did  the  guaranteeing — 

YOU  guarantee  the  rent,  the  light  bill,  the  film  rental,  the  vaudeville  act, 
the  salaries — in  fact,  YOU  guarantee  the  works  whether  YOU  sell  a ticket 
or  not  and  right  when  YOU  need  the  business  the  most  to  make  good  on 
these  numerous  guarantees  you  may  have  as  competition: 


SOFT  BALL 

NIGHT  FOOTBALL 
SCHOOL  PLAYS 
REVIVALS 

TENT  SHOWS 

SKATING  RINKS 
BASKET  BALL 

FREE  MEDICINE  SHOWS 
BATHING  POOLS 
NIGHT  CLUBS 
DANCES 

RADIO  PROGRAMS 

BAD  WEATHER 


NOW  — WE  TURN  THE  TABLES  and  Despite  All  These  Things  W E 
GUARANTEE  YOU  TWO  Stand-up  Houses  each  week  with 


TREASURE  HUNT 

start  THE  TREASURE  HUNT 

NOW! 

And  Get  Ready  for  That  Stand-up  Business 


(Copyright.  1939) 

STOEPPLEMAN  & COMPANY 

1914  MAIN  STREET  PHONE  7-1026  DALLAS.  TEX. 
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Theatre  Notes 


A.  LIGHTMAN  and  wife  are  back 
from  sunny  climes,  having  sailed 
from  New  Orleans  on  the  S.  S.  Rotterdam 
for  a Caribbean  cruise.  They  visited 
Curacao,  LaGuayra,  Trinidad,  Fort  De 
France,  St.  Pierre,  St.  Thomas,  Kingston, 
and  after  several  days  in  Havana  returned 
to  New  Orleans  for  a couple  of  days  of 
Mardi  Gras. 

Malco  has  announced  the  following 
changes  in  its  managers:  Glen  Calvert  now 
is  in  charge  of  service  for  the  Strand  The- 
atre, Menighis,  having  been  transferred 
from  manager  in  West  Point,  Miss.  Mal- 
colm Gilbert  is  manager  in  West  Point, 
transferred  from  Fulton.  Ky.  Hiram 
Weeks,  who  was  assista7it  manager  of  the 
Paramount,  Hot  Springs,  is  at  the  helm  in 
Fulton. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row:  Ned 
Greene,  Mayfield;  ‘Shine’  Tyson,  Water 
Valley:  Whyte  Bedford,  Hamilton;  A1  Wil- 
son, Red  Bay;  C.  W.  Tipton,  Manila;  W. 
F.  Ruffin,  Covington;  Jack  Marshall, 
Dyersburg:  Miss  Louise  Mask,  Bolivar; 
Mrs.  Baradel,  McGehee,  and  Dave  Flexer 
and  his  charming  wife,  ‘Honey.’ 

J.  Dee  Henry  announces  the  opening  of 
his  new  Ritz  Theatre  in  Union  City  around 
March  1. 

Norma  Baer,  Jimmy  Rogers’  secretary 
at  Columbia,  is  back  from  a two-week 
vacation.  Mary  Lee  Perry  has  been  added 
to  the  staff  of  inspectresses  at  Columbia. 

H.  C.  Caufinan,  manager  of  branch 
operati07is  for  Columbia,  who  is  makmg  a 
swi7ig  of  all  the  southern  bra7iches  Tvas 
here  a few  days  this  week.  Irvmg  Ha7iower, 
auditor,  also  is  visitmg  the  Columbia  office. 

Mary  Katherine  Baker  is  the  new 
booker’s  stenographer  at  RKO  . . . N.  J. 
Colquohoun,  salesman,  is  sporting  a new 
Pontiac. 


C.  V.  Jo7ies  of  Dallas  was  in  Memphis 
ivorkmg  with  Ed  Rowley  jr.  . . . Harry  Gra- 
ha77i,  district  ma7iager  for  Universal,  visit- 
ed the  Memphis  office  after  a vacation  in 
the  West  Indies. 

W.  M.  Snelson,  Republic’s  branch  man- 
ager, flew  to  Atlanta  to  attend  a sales 
meeting  held  by  J.  R.  Grainger  and  A.  C. 
Bromberg. 

C.  E.  Kess7iich,  M-G-M’s  district  man- 
ager, ivas  in  tow7i  a few  days  . . . Gladys 
Hadde7i  has  jomed  M-G-M  staff  as  stenog- 
rapher . . . Elmer  Sedme,  auditor,  is  visit- 
mg the  RKO  bra7ich. 

John  W.  Mangham,  president  of  Mono- 
gram Southern,  was  in  Memphis  several 
days  this  week  and  announced  the  fol- 
lowing changes  in  his  local  office:  Joe 
Jones,  who  has  been  dividing  his  time  be- 
tween his  booking  desk  and  selling,  now  is 
a full-fledged  salesman.  Ed  Sneed,  former 
booker  at  Paramount,  is  booker  at  Mono- 
gram. Mary  Eleanor  Williams,  cashier,  is 
back  at  her  desk  after  a week’s  illness. 

Da7i  Cupid  has  been  busy  alo7ig  the  Row 
a7id  as  a result  two  of  our  most  eligible 
bachelors  have  fallen  prey — Ed  Sneed  is 
being  rnarried  to  Miss  Marie  Jones  07i 
February  26  and  Clift07i  Peck,  checkmg 
supervisor  for  M-G-M,  is  marrying  Miss 
Mildred  Cowell  on  February  28. 

Pop  Stockard,  Warner’s  checking  super- 
visor, is  recuperating  from  injuries  re- 
ceived when  his  car  collided  with  another 
one  just  outside  Jonesboro,  Ark.,  a few 
days  ago.  Fortunately  no  one  was  serious- 
ly injured.  Pop  was  sporting  a beautiful 
black  eye  and  a very  badly  ‘bunged-up’ 
automobile. 

The  wives  of  the  members  of  the  Variety 
Club  are  to  give  a Vale7itine  Bmgo  Tea 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  club — about  a 
hu7idred  guests  are  expected. 


TEXAS 

Ballinger — Plans  are  in  the  making  by 
the  H.  T.  Hodge  interest  sand  Wes-Tex 
Theatres  for  rebuilding  the  Texas,  de- 
stroyed recently  by  fire.  Meanwhile,  Texas 
bookings  are  being  shown  in  the  Palace, 
the  circuit’s  B house. 

Bertram — Jerry  Gage,  manager  and  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Globe  since  it  was  opened 
three  years  ago  by  a group  of  local  busi- 
ness men,  has  resigned  to  accept  a place 
as  chief  operator  in  Weatherford  for 
Kindel  & Sadler. 

Cross  Plains — B.  K.  (Bay)  Brown  of 
Brownwood  is  now  manager  of  the  Liberty, 
one  of  the  E.  E.  Lutz  theatres.  He  re- 
lieves Elmer  E.  Gordon,  utility  man,  who 
will  be  used  elsewhere  over  the  circuit. 
Brown  was  connected  with  the  Dickinson 
circuit  in  Kansas  until  a short  time  ago. 

Ft.  Stockton — G.  A.  Cole,  whose  latest 
operations  have  been  in  Lamesa  and  Ta- 
hoka,  will  open  a new  theatre  here  after 
March  1.  He  has  purchased  a building 
which  is  being  revamped  into  a modern 
theatre,  with  the  total  investment  expect- 
ed to  be  $20,000.  The  theatre  here  now, 
the  Grand,  is  operated  by  the  O.  K.  circuit. 

Houston — R.  L.  Ransome  of  Goose  Creek 
and  J.  L.  Basil  of  Conroe  have  leased  the 
Nan  Grey  Theatre  in  West  University 
Place,  formerly  operated  by  Gail  Pettit  and 
before  that  by  D.  F.  Luckie  as  the  Uni- 
versity. Ransome  was  manager  of  the 
DeLuxe  in  Goose  Creek  for  Jefferson 
Amusement  and  is  succeeded  there  by  E. 
W.  English,  who  was  connected  with  the 
Strand  at  Port  Arthur. 

Irving — Hans  Smith’s  new  theatre  here 
is  well  underway  and  will  open  in  March. 
He  operates  the  theatre  here  now  which 
will  be  closed  when  the  new  building  is 
ready. 

Plainvie-w' — After  the  recent  fire  dam- 
age, the  stage  of  the  Granada  has  been 
redecorated  and  equipped  with  new  scen- 
ery, screen  and  curtain. 


Visugraphic  Delivers 
Under  Diliiculties 

Atlanta — Fast  work  under  difficulties 
was  accomplished  by  Visugraphic  when 
girl  fliers  exploiting  20th-Fox’s  “Tail  Spin” 
brought  a print  of  the  film  for  a midnight 
show  at  the  Fox  Theatre. 

The  fliers  were  met  at  the  airport  by 
the  mayor  and  other  officials,  including 
Hudson  Edwards,  manager  of  the  Fox. 
Visugraphic  men  took  shots  of  the  arrival 
at  dusk.  The  print  was  at  the  Fox  at 
8 p.  m.  and  shown  an  hour  later.  They 
were  unusually  clear  and  distinct. 

The  “Tail  Spin”  entourage  included 
Gloria  and  Barbara  Brewster,  Iva  Stew- 
art, Alice  Armand,  Betty  Huyler  Gillies 
and  Mrs.  Teddy  Kenyon. 


Adam  Snipes  Rites 

Milledgeville,  Ga. — Funeral  rites  for 
Adam  Snipes,  operator  at  the  Campus 
Theatre,  a Martin  house,  were  held  last 
week. 


You  Haven^t  Seen  Anything  Until 
You  Hear  . . . 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

SOUND  SYSTEM 

Listen  and  enthuse  at  our  store  or  in  the  theatre 
near  you  — Yes,  there  is  one  — A size  for  every 
theatre  — every  size  de  luxe. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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■^ISITORS  last  week  were:  Douglas  As- 

key,  Refugio;  Gidney  Talley,  Pleasan- 
ton, and  Miss  Ruth  Lewis,  drama  critic, 
Austin  American- Statesman,  taking  in  the 
Nelson  Eddy  recital  at  the  Muny  Audi- 
torium; Lolita  Gongalez,  film  star,  Mex- 
ico City;  Buck  Jones  and  Noah  Beery  jr. 
stopped  over  en  route  to  Hollywood.  Rich- 
ard “Dick”  Arlen  also  has  returned  to  the 
West  Coast  after  making  a personal  ap- 
pearance here  at  the  Majestic  Theatre 
Wednesday  evening. 

The  Latin- American  dance  team  of  Carla 
and  Fernando,  Warner  film  stars,  are  fill- 
ing a cabaret  engagement  at  the  Gleam 
Night  Club  this  week. 

Religious  Films,  Inc.,  presented  the  world 
premiere  of  “The  Perpetual  Sacrifice”  in 
the  Municipal  Auditorium  Tlrursday  night 
of  last  week.  Most  of  film  was  shot  in 
and  around  Santone  last  year.  Author 
W.  H.  S.  Foster  also  portrays  the  role  of 
Christus  in  the  masterpiece.  His  daugh- 
ter, Virginia  Hall  Foster,  has  a promi- 
nent part  along  with  Percy  Barbat,  Fran- 
cis Carnesi,  Joseph  McGarrigle,  Lois  Long, 
Jackie  Britton  jr.,  Sterling  Waters  and 
Mary  Arnold,  and  a supporting  cast  of 
over  150  players  also  appear  in  the  pic- 
ture which  is  eight  reels  in  length. 

Work  of  wrecking  -part  of  the  structures 
at  415-19  W.  Houston  St.  preparatory  to 
the  erection  of  a concrete  fire-proof  the- 
atre building  has  begun,  John  M.  Marriott, 
architect  for  the  new  playhouse  reported 


last  week.  A.  Z.  Litz  and  Dr.  T.  T.  Par- 
ker are  erecting  the  theatre  building,  which 
will  be  ready  for  use  on  or  about  May  1. 
Four  of  the  stores  on  the  site  will  be  re- 
tained and  the  fifth  torn  down  for  use 
as  the  theatre  entrance  and  foyer  of  the 
showhouse.  The  remainder  of  the  build- 
ing will  extend  along  the  rear  of  the 
property.  T.  B.  Martin  is  the  contractor 
in  charge  of  the  structure  which  will  cost 
$20,000  a7id  have  a seating  capacity  of  800 
and  will  be  used  for  the  exhibition  of 
pictures  and  stage  shows. 

Notes  gathered  here  and  yon:  Evelyn 
La  Fon  has  taken  up  home  work  since 
she  has  been  let  out  at  the  Paramount 
branch  office  . . . Jose  J.  Jimenez  jr.  is 
now  managing  the  Cotulla  Theatre  in  the 
same  town  by  that  name  . . . Alfred  Rogri- 
guez  and  Miss  Margaret  Symonds  among 
the  Nelson  Eddy  concert  auditors  . . . 
The  Briggs-Darling  Capitol  Players  have 
closed  a successful  month’s  engagement 
here  under  canvas  out  in  Harlandale  and 
are  now  doing  business  down  Houston  way. 

Opening  his  three-month  concert  tour 
in  Sa7i  Antonio,  Nelson  Eddy  drew  over 
4,000  auditors  to  the  Municipal  Auditorium 
February  10,  for  a one-night  engagement. 
Making  the  tour  with  the  film  star-bari- 
tone singer  is  the  former  Mrs.  Sidney 
Franklin,  now  Mrs.  Nelson  Eddy.  The  pair 
are  traveling  together  on  their  honeymoon. 


Reopens  at  Oakdale,  La. 

Oakdale,  La. — J.  M.  Guillory  was  to  open 
his  completely  remodeled  theatre  here  on 
February  15. 


^HE  J.  W.  Curleys  of  Bridgeport  were  in 

town,  among  other  things,  booking  and 
completing  plans  for  their  second  show, 
having  just  made  a deal  with  L.  V.  Yates, 
for  the  Yates  Theatre  there.  The  Curleys 
own  the  town’s  only  hotel  and  have  long 
operated  the  National.  Yates  opened  up 
there  some  months  ago  expecting  a new 
oil  field  to  come  in  nearby  which  never 
materialized.  They  are  changing  the  Yates 
name,  offering  $5  to  patrons  for  the  suit- 
able moniker. 

Universal’s  Lutzer  Bros.,  Jake  and  Dave, 
have  been  extended  sympathy  from  many 
friends  o?i  the  recent  death  of  their  father. 

L.  B.  Brown,  the  Gatesville  exhibitor 
visiting  on  the  Row  Monday,  said  busi- 
ness was  fine.  Evidently  it  is,  because  a 
fishing  trip  to  Mexico  soon  was  a favorite 
topic.  This  showman  is  an  expert  when 
it  comes  to  handling  reels  and  lures.  Haz- 
ards and  distance  mean  nothing  to  him, 
if  he  can  get  to  where  they  are  biting. 


Promote  C.  R.  Hauschild: 
Transfer  Harry  Hunter 

Gulfport,  Miss. — Clayton  R.  Hauschild 
has  succeeded  Harry  Himter  at  Saen- 
ger’s  Anderson  Theatre  here.  Hunter  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Crown  at  Mobile. 
Hauschild  has  been  assistant  manager  of 
the  Saenger  at  Pensacola  since  October 
when  he  came  south  from  Marion,  Ind. 


THE  EXHIBITOR 

Is  Always  Right! 

WESTERN 
UNION 


''Manufacturers  Claim 
Only 

20  to  30% 

Improvement 


Class  of  Sbrvice 

This  is  a fulUrace 
.or  Cable- 
gr^i>  unless  its  •>h»r< 
acter  is  indicated  by 
a symbol  in  the  check 
or  in  the  address. 


NEWCOMe  CAPLTON.  PACsmKM 


’ILLEVen  EiRsr  vtC« 


r S 

SYMBOLS 

BLUE 

Day  Letter 

KITB 

Night  Message 

VL 

Night  Letter 

LCO 

Deferred 

CIT 

Cable  L^er 

WIT 

Week  End  Letter^ 

HERBER  BROS. 

★ South  Harwood  St. 

Improvement  over  old  shutter  over  fifty  per  cent — rush 
other  one. 

L.  B.  BROWN,  Regal,  Gatesville. 


WE  SELL  THE  WHITE-LITE  SHUTTER 

HERBER  BROTHERS 


"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always' 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS,  TEXAS 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  18,  1939 


97 


IIHKCIIU^TOM 

JF  THE  winner  of  the  $50,000  first  prize 

in  the  Movie  Quiz  contest  is  in  the 
new  theatre  of  R.  B.  Weatherall  of  Madi- 
sonville  in  East  Texas  the  night  of  Feb- 
ruary 20,  he  will  also  receive  the  theatre 
as  a gift.  Weatherall  has  startled  his 
customers  by  announcing.  Weatherall  says 
he  has  put  the  deed  to  the  new  $25,000 
theatre  in  escrow  in  a Madisonville  bank. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  Madisonville  fans 
are  entered  in  the  contest. 

Tyler  Mason  has  opened  a theatrical 
hooking  agency  here,  the  first  in  Hous- 
tO'Ji  for  several  seaso7is.  His  wife  is  com- 
ing from  Maryland  to  help. 

The  mention  of  Hash,  Kirby  Tlreatre 
alley  cat  mascot,  in  these  columns  has 
brought  to  light  a man-bites-dog  story. 
Ushers  at  the  Metropolitan  claim  their 
pet,  Frank,  a gray-headed,  tail-less  rat, 
proves  he  is  king  of  mascots  by  chasing 
Hash — instead  of  vice  versa. 

Spontaneous  applause  swept  the  pre- 
view audience  at  Loew’s  State  here  when 
the  final  scenes  of  “Pygmalion”  flickered 
out,  closing  one  of  the  most  pretentious 
premieres  staged  in  Houston.  City  officials, 
and  many  other  prominent  persons  were 
guests  of  the  theatre.  A lobby  broadcast 
of  arrivals  cund  flood  lights  featured  the 
evening  preview. 


Assign  Moncure  March 

Hollywood — Joseph  Moncure  March  will 
script  “Doctor’s  Don’t  Tell’’  for  Republic. 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


20 11 1/2  Jackson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


"Treasure  Hunt"  Crew 
Combing  Southwest 

Dallas — Four  representatives  of  Stoep- 
pleman  & Co.,  distributors  of  “Ti’easure 
Hunt,’’  the  new  copyrighted  boxoffice  stim- 
ulant, are  now  in  the  field  calling  on  ex- 
hibitors in  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  They  are  R.  C.  Buckner,  en- 
gaged in  the  advertising  field  several  years; 
Fred  L.  Vance;  Sam  King,  formerly  of 
King  Scenic  Co.,  and  C.  I.  Posey,  all  be- 
ing Dallas  men. 

As  soon  as  “Treasure  Hunt’’  is  complete- 
ly set  up  and  operating  in  Texas,  a branch 
office  will  be  opened  in  Atlanta  with  a 
force  now  being  prepared  to  work  the 
southeastern  field,  Walter  Stoeppleman, 
former  exhibitor  and  owner  of  the  com- 
pany, said. 

Prior  to  the  Atlanta  opening  he  may 
send  a representative  into  Florida  to  call 
on  exhibitors  who  have  written  in  from 
that  state.  Stoeppleman  said  mail  response 
to  “Treasure  Hunt”  advertising  has  been 
gratifying. 

Several  contracts  already  have  been 
signed  by  Texas  theatres,  he  said,  and 
preparations  for  starting  actual  operations 
of  the  plan  are  practically  complete.  With- 
in two  weeks,  or  a month,  exhibitors  will 
know  all  the  actual  details  about  “Treas- 
ure Hunt,”  as  it  is  worked  in  theatres. 

Objections  to  Scarlett 
Bailie  Jock  Whitney 

Atlanta — John  Hay  (Jock)  Whitney, 
member  of  one  of  America’s  socially  prom- 
inent families  and  one  of  filmland’s  young- 
est executives,  says  he  is  baffled  by  ob- 
jections to  Vivien  Leigh  as  Scarlett  O’Hara 
in  the  fUm  version  of  “(Oone  With  the 
Wind.” 

Whitney  was  at  the  airport  here,  after 
driving  in  from  the  family  estate  at  Thom- 
asville.  He  boarded  a plane  for  the  west 
coast. 

“Miss  Leigh  is  a great  actress,”  he  said. 
“She  w'as  chosen  because  her  tests  showed 
up  better  than  any  others.  That’s  all  there 
is  to  it.  I don’t  see  why  anyone  should 
object  to  her.” 


Houck  Equips  Two 

New'  Orleans — New  sound  equipment 
at  his  Rayville,  La.,  house  and  a new 
front  for  his  theatre  at  Moss  Point,  Miss., 
have  been  installed  by  Joy  Houck,  head 
of  Joys  Theatres,  a circuit  of  15  houses 
in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 


Jimmy  Stewart  Starrer 

Hollywood — “Such  Mad,  Mad  Fun,”  a 
starring  vehicle  for  James  Stewart  at 
Metro,  will  be  produced  by  Sam  Zim- 
balist,  with  Jane  Hall  and  Marion  Par- 
sonnet  on  the  script. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912Vs  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 


TENMESSIEE 

"JESSE  JAMES”  broke  all  previous  rec- 

* ords  at  the  Tivoli,  Chattanooga’s  largest 
and  finest  film  theatre,  and  it  is  being 
held  for  a second  week’s  rim.  Emmett  R. 
Rogers,  city  manager  of  Eastern  Theatres, 
Inc.,  owners  of  the  Tivoli,  announces  that 
it  will  close  on  March  11  for  27  days  to 
permit  a $50,000  remodeling  program,  in- 
cluding seating,  decorations  and  equip- 
ment. 

A bill  changing  the  Sunday  films  law 
has  passed  the  house  of  the  Tennessee 
legislature  and  stands  an  excellent  chance 
of  passing  the  senate.  By  this  new  meas- 
ure only  a majority  vote  of  a city  coun- 
cil is  required  to  vote  Sunday  shows.  The 
present  law  has  required  a four-fifths 
majority.  If  passed,  it  is  believed  that 
Sunday  shows  will  be  voted  in  Knoxville 
and  Nashville  immediately. 

A provision  of  the  Tennessee  revenue 
bill  seeking  to  increase  the  privilege  tax 
on  theatres  from  3 to  4 per  cent  of  gross 
receipts  and  5 per  cent  on  theatres  operat- 
ing Bank  Nights  has  been  amended  elimi- 
nating the  increase  except  that  theatres 
operating  Bank  Nights  would  pay  4 per 
cent  on  receipts  for  the  show  benefited 
by  the  drawings. 

Without  a theatre  for  several  days  after 
the  burning  of  the  Princess,  two  houses 
opened  in  Harriman  the  past  week.  The 
Palace,  with  O.  L.  Byrd  as  manager, 
opened  on  February  1,  and  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  oivners  of  the  Princess, 
have  completed  and  opened  “The  Prince.” 
Manager  L.  W.  Bevel,  and  the  rest  of  the 
staff  of  the  Princess,  were  moved  over 
to  operate  The  Prince,  opening  February  9. 

A film  entitled  “Life  in  the  Tennessee 
State  Penitentiary”  is  being  shown  to 
civic  clubs  in  Crescent  Amusement  The- 
atres by  courtesy  of  President  Tony  Sude- 
kum.  A showing  at  the  Princess  in  Spring- 
field  drew  a full  attendance  of  local  Ro- 
tarians. 

Opening  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  in 
Springfield  is  scheduled  for  June  1.  It 
is  one  of  the  newest  of  the  Crescent  chain. 

The  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  staged  a 
“whiskers-growing”  contest  to  promote 
“Jesse  James,”  but  the  management  was 
much  disappointed  that  local  barbers  fail- 
ed to  picket  the  theatre  for  some  good 
additional  publicity.  Fifty  men,  between 
21  and  30  years,  entered  the  contest. 


Dallas  NTS  Branch  Has 
House  Warming  Feb.  20 

Dallas — J.  I.  Roberts,  who  moves  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  into  its  lavish 
new  location  Monday,  is  receiving  warm- 
est congratulations  from  many  friends. 
Descriptions  of  the  new  place  will  be  told 
in  photos  later,  but  the  week’s  visitors  will 
spread  the  news  over  the  state. 

In  the  forenoon,  says  J.  I.,  exhibitors 
will  just  be  talked  to  about  the  ad- 
vantages, etc.,  of  this  and  that  type  of 
equipment,  but  if  they  stick  around  until 
afternoon  there  may  be  an  added  induce- 
ment. Reports  are  that  refreshments  will 
be  served. 
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^IpVO  local  houses  celebrated  anniver- 
saries, the  Olympia  its  13th,  and  the 
Miami  Drive-In  its  first.  The  attraction 
which  opened  the  big  Olympia  on  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1926,  was  “The  Grand  Duchess 
and  the  Waiter”  with  Adolphe  Menjou  and 
Florence  Vidor,  Manager  A1  Weiss  jr.,  re- 
calls. For  its  gala  birthday  celebration  this 
Paramount  house  is  playing  “St.  Louis 
Blues” — (but  not  singing  ’em,  A1  hastens 
to  add) , and  running  a bigtime  stage  show 
headed  by  Shelia  Barrett  ...  A double  bill 
of  “Hitting  a New  High”  and  “Letter  of 
Introduction”  opened  at  the  Drive-In  to 
celebrate  the  completion  of  this  “world’s 
largest  open  air  theatre’s”  first  year. 

Maxwell  Anderson  is  expected  to  he  in 
Miami  for  the  local  premiere  of  his  “High 
Tor"  when  it  is  presented  at  the  Federal 
theatre  next  week  . . . On  hoard  the  Brit- 
ish cruise  ship  Empress  of  Australia 
when  it  stopped  over  here  this  week,  was 
Major  G.  Cornwallis-West  whose  hest  sel- 
ler, “The  Woman  Who  Stopped  War,"  is 
understood  to  be  slated  for  production  in 
Hollywood. 

Regulars  at  Hialeah  include  the  N.  L. 
Nathansons,  who  had  their  friends,  the 
Charles  Gentiles  of  Toronto  in  their  box 
with  them  this  week  . . . Prior  to  her  de- 
parture to  resume  her  season  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan, Lily  Pons  and  her  mother  were 
guests  of  the  DeWitt  Pages  in  their  box. 

Lolita  Gonzales,  known  as  the  “Jeanette 
MacDonald  of  Mexico,”  and  her  husband 
Were  in  Miami  en  route  to  their  home  in 
Mexico  City  after  a four-month  tour 
through  the  states.  Lolita  was  scheduled 
to  begin  work  cm  “Andrea  Chenier,”  a 
French  historical  epic,  as  soon  as  she 
arrived. 

Prominent  figm-es  in  the  film  industry 
were  seen  at  the  Harry  Richman  opening 
at  the  Royal  Palm  Club.  In  the  Nicholas 
Schencks’  party  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
C.  Clark,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Meighan.  The 
Damon  Runyons,  the  Barney  Balabans, 
and  the  N.  L.  Nathansons  were  included 
in  the  dinner  party  given  at  the  club  that 
evening  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Spitz,  while 
guests  at  the  table  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Warner  were  the  Steven  Ames,  the 
Paul  Ames  and  Albert  Mills. 


Acquit  Exhibitor  of  Arson 
Charges  at  Birmingham 

Birmingham,  Ala. — A jury  in  circuit 
court  last  week  acquitted  Dewey  McDer- 
mon,  part  owner  of  the  Norwood  Theatre, 
on  charges  of  attempting  to  commit  arson 
in  connection  with  a fire  last  Fourth  of 
July  morning  at  the  theatre. 

A sprinkler  system  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  theatre  had  extinguished  the  blaze 
when  they  arrived  there,  fire  department 
members  testified.  Evidence  showed  two 
seats  were  destroyed  and  remains  of  a 
pasteboard  carton,  together  with  charred 
waste  paper,  were  foimd  under  the  seats. 

The  case  was  prosecuted  by  Assistant 
Solicitor  Greye  Tate,  who  attempted  < 
show  McDermon  had  a motive  in  attempt- 
ing to  fire  the  theatre  because  of  a 
“grudge”  with  a business  associate. 


June  Bugs  for  Realism 


Atlanta — Now  it’s  June  bugs! 

Yes,  Georgia  June  bugs  have  joined  the 
procession  heading  west  to  help  give  au- 
thentic southern  atmosphere  for  the  film 
version  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 

First  it  was  a slab  of  red  Georgia  mud 
— so  the  boots  of  the  Confederate  soldiers 
would  have  the  proper  color.  Then  it  was 
a pine  cone  and  some  needles  that  was 
wanted  on  the  west  coast.  Even  a Georgia 
hawg  was  shipped  across  the  continent. 

And  now  it’s  June  bugs.  Just  what  part 
the  bugs  will  play  in  the  film  is  a mys- 
tery. But  the  bugs  were  shipped  by  a 
woman  who  sent  them  direct  to  Vivien 
Leigh,  who  will  play  Scarlett  O’Hara  in 
the  production. 

Americanism  Pot 
Keeps  Boiling 

Hollywood — Announcements  from  vari- 
ous quarters  continue  to  keep  Hollywood’s 
recently-kindled  Americanism  pot  boil- 
ing away  at  a merry  clip,  with  Warner,  as 
usual,  in  the  forefront  of  studios  active  in 
embracing  the  new  production  policy. 

The  Burbank  plant,  where  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy”  and  “Sons  of  Liberty”  are 
well  underway,  has  re-slotted  for  early 
production  “The  Story  of  the  Wright 
Brothers,”  a history  of  the  American 
aviation  pioneers.  “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy”  is  listed  as  one  of  the  studio’s  most 
important  enterprises,  with  a $1,500,000 
budget  and  a 55-day  shooting  schedule; 
while  “Sons  of  Liberty”  is  budgeted  at  a 
record  figure  for  a featurette  and  is  being 
directed  by  Michael  Curtiz.  “Mr.  Martin 
Comes  Home”  is  being  prepared  as  a new 
offering  in  the  studio’s  “featurette”  series, 
based  on  a patriotic  story  broadcast  over 
the  “America  Marches  On”  program  of 
Station  KFWB,  a Warner  enterprise. 

Columbia  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce “51  People,”  now  in  the  scripting 
stages,  which  will  be  based  on  the  re- 
cent newspaper  story  concerning  51  Aus- 
trian refugees  who  escaped  that  coimtry 
on  a raft  during  the  German  anschluss 
and  completely  disappeared.  Vehicle  will 
hit  the  cameras  in  spring.  No  produc- 
tion assignments  or  castings  have  been 
made. 

Charles  Chaplin  has  notified  Murray 
Silverstone,  of  United  Artists,  that  his 
newest  comedy,  “The  Dictators,”  will  go 
before  the  cameras  early  in  March  and 
wiU  be  completed  for  early  fall  distribu- 
tion. Chaplin  will  produce  and  direct 
from  his  own  story,  of  which  he  declared 
“its  primary  idea  is  to  make  people  laugh.” 
Silverstone  declared  “The  Dictators” 
would  be  given  distribution  “through- 
out the  world  wherever  the  people  are 
still  permitted  to  have  a sense  of  humor.” 

RKO  Radio  attaches  continue  to  profess 
ignorance  of  the  validity  of  reports  that  a 
release  through  that  company  may  be 
sought  by  Sam  Harris,  Max  Gordon  and 
Harry  Goetz  for  a filmization  of  their 
Broadway  play,  “The  American  Way.” 


gLANCHE  YURKA,  en  route  from  Texas 
to  New  York  after  filling  an  engage- 
ment in  the  former  state,  stopped  off  here 
this  week.  Taking  in  the  city  on  a tour 
of  inspection  she  gave  it  her  okay  . . . 
Charles  Morel,  owner  of  the  Star  Theatre 
in  Natchez,  Miss.,  is  spending  some  of  his 
surplus  in  remodeling  the  house  with  new 
seats  and  all  the  fixins’  . . . Ernest  Drake, 
owner  of  the  Ideal  'Tlieatre  at  Ponchatoula, 
La.,  left  this  week  for  his  fishing  camp 
on  the  Tanchapola  River  with  an  assort- 
ment of  the  finest  fishing  equipment  to  be 
obtained  in  this  section.  Before  his  de- 
parture he  promised  each  exchange  man 
in  New  Orleans  a mess  of  fish.  They  are 
waiting  for  him. 

Bob  Kelly,  manager  of  Grand  National, 
has  returned  from  a trip  up  state  ivith 
reports  that  business  is  on  the  upturn; 
owners  believe  that  this  spring  will  be  the 
best  in  several  years.  Incidentally,  Bob 
came  back  with  some  contracts  in  his 
pocket  . . . Dick  Arlen,  movie  star,  spent 
Mardi  Gras  week  in  New  Orleans,  taking 
part  in  the  Crescent  City  golf  tournament. 
And,  as  a side  issue,  was  a guest  star  in 
the  Hotel  Roosevelt’s  Blue  Room. 

Business  at  the  downtown  houses  has 
not  been  so  good  Mardi  Gras  week,  the 
visitors  spending  much  of  their  leisure 
time  parading  Canal  St.  . . . The  Federal 
Theatre  is  producing  “The  Drunkard”  to 
more  than  an  overflow  business.  The  bill 
is  scheduled  as  “indefinite.”  It  is  not  very 
often  that  the  Saenger  holds  a film  over 
a second  week.  However,  “Jesse  James” 
did  the  trick. 


Colonel  Cole  Goes  East 
For  Three-Week  Tour 

Dallas — Leaving  about  February  25,  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied,  will  be 
in  the  east  for  three  weeks,  visiting  Wash- 
ington, New  York,  Pittsburgh,  Boston  and 
other  points,  he  announced  Wednesday. 
He  expects  a committee  hearing  on  the 
Neely  bill  soon  and  may  be  in  Washing- 
ton at  that  time.  In  Boston  he  will  ad- 
dress the  Federated  Women’s  Club  on 
March  15. 

Until  the  Minneapolis  convention  in 
June,  Col.  Cole  intends  to  meet  with  boards 
of  directors  of  every  Allied  state  unit. 
“This  hasn’t  been  done  in  the  past,  but 
I think  it’s  important,”  he  said. 


Fleming  Succeeds  Cukor 
As  "Wind"  Director 

Hollywood — Victor  Fleming  has  taken 
over  the  directorial  reins  on  Selznick’s 
“Gone  With  the  Wind”  following  the  re- 
tirement of  George  Cukor,  who  bowed  out 
by  mutual  agreement  with  David  O.  Selz- 
nick. 

Cukor  withdrew  following  a series  of 
misunderstandings  between  himself  and 
Selznick  regarding  script  interpretations. 


Republic  Title  Change 

Hollywood — Republic  has  retitled  “Hig- 
gins Family  No.  2”  to  “My  Wife’s  Rela- 
tives.” 
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fORdlflllOn  BUfitflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT481 
MT482 
MT483 
MT484 
MT485 
MT48  6 
MT487 
1MT488 
MT489 
MT490 
MT491 
MT492 
MT493 
MT494 
MT495 
MT496 
MT497 
MT498 
MT499 
MT500 


MT505 

MT506 
MT507 
MT508 
MT509 
MT510 
MTS  11 
MT512 
MT513 
MT514 
MT515 
MTS  16 


Main  signs  and  marquees 
Signs,  Neon 
Signs,  structural  glass 
Signs,  travel  word 
Attraction  boards 
Letters,  attraction  board 
Letters,  changeable  silhouette 
Price  signs,  boxoffice 
Display  frames 
Poster  lights 
Poster  projectors 
Cut-out  machines 
Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 
Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 
Slides,  advertising 
Slides,  announcement 
Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 
Transformers,  Neon 
Ladders,  safety 
Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

Heating  systems 

Refrigeration 

Air  washers 

Blowers 

Air  circulators 

Fans,  exhaust 

Grilles  and  registers 

Temperature  control  devices 

Air  conditioning  accessories 

Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT52S  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT5.3C  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT,'>38  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MTS  5 7 Dimmers 

MT55S  Uitra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MTS 60  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MTS63  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MTS 69  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upliolstering  materials 
MTS73  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MTS76  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT57S  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT532  Polisli,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MTS86  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT64  4 Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MTG75  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  2-18-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre 

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT005  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MTG08  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MTGIG  Rewinders,  automatic 

MTG17  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MTG23  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MTG25  Film  scrapers 

MTG26  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MTG28  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MTG85  Screens,  moving  picture 
MTG86  lighting,  stage 
MTG87  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MTG89  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MTG91  Scenery,  stage 
MTG92  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Extensive  Theatre  Building 
Program  Due  in  Ontario 


Sask.  Houses  Will 
Reopen  Earlier 


Regina,  Sask. — Saskatchewan’s  smaller 
theatres  will  reopen  for  the  spring  and 
summer  season  practically  a month  earlier 
than  last  year,  indicating  new  hope  busi- 
ness conditions  will  improve,  a survey 
shows.  It  is  usual  for  houses  in  the  small 
towns  to  close  during  the  winter  months 
when  heavy  snows  and  cold  make  travel 
difficult  if  not  impossible. 

An  exceptionally  mild  winter  with  the 
severe  40-below  zero  cold  coming  in 
February  instead  of  two  months  to  six 
weeks  earlier,  have  given  rise  to  hope  of 
an  early  spring.  Film  salesmen  from 
Winnipeg  and  Calgary  offices  have  been 
over  the  territory  earlier  this  year  and 
find  indications  of  an  equally  early  start. 
There  is  also  some  interest  in  purchase 
of  new  or  improved  equipment  and  even 
talk  of  improving  appearance  of  some  of 
the  houses  should  crop  conditions  warrant. 

Harold  Howard  at  Hanley  is  talking  of 
opening  in  March  and  purchasing  a new 
machine.  W.  Adams  has  opened  a the- 
atre at  Meadow  Lake  to  replace  one  oper- 
ated by  A.  K.  Smith  and  destroyed  by 
fire  in  the  fall.  He  is  planning  a full 
program  for  spring.  Fred  Falconer  will 
reopen  the  Falcon  at  Tisdale,  March  30, 
a month  earlier  than  usual.  Selma  Assaly, 
operator  of  the  Grand  at  Melfort,  will  go 
to  two  changes  a week  April  3 instead  of 
one.  B.  R.  Johnson  of  Nipawin  reports 
business  better  this  winter  than  last  be- 
cause of  the  excellent  alfalfa  crop.  He 
will  go  to  two  changes  April  10  instead 
of  one  show  a week.  Many  other  houses 
will  open  Easter  week. 


Film  Critic  Advocates 
Course  in  Pictures 

Ottawa — Declaring  that  better  pictures 
were  the  result  of  public  demand  and  that 
the  sure  way  of  creating  the  demand  was 
to  educate  young  people  to  seek  better 
screen  entertainment.  Roly  Young,  film 
critic  of  the  Globe  & Mail,  urged  in  an 
address  before  the  Theatre  Guild,  Brock- 
ville,  the  establishment  of  a course  of 
study  in  Canadian  schools  of  motion  pic- 
tures as  an  expression  of  art. 

One  difficulty  was  that  most  people 
pass  judgment  on  the  screen  in  terms  of 
other  media  such  as  the  stage  play  and 
the  printed  book  when  the  fact  was  that 
considerable  difference  existed  between 
the  art  of  the  film  and  that  of  the  stage 
and  literary  composition. 

That  motion  pictures  had  a tremendous 
effect  upon  cultural  and  economic  life  was 
shown  in  the  widespread  interest  in  the 
screen,  Mr.  Young  asserted.  Whereas 
200,000  persons  visited  the  public  libraries 
in  Toronto  in  one  month,  the  attendance 
at  moving  picture  theatres  during  the  same 
period  was  approximately  1,400,000. 

“The  motion  picture  is  much  too  potent 
to  be  ignored  as  it  is  today  in  Canadian 
schools,”  he  declared,  in  advocating  the 
creation  of  a course  in  appreciation  of  the 
motion  picture  art. 


Says  Quota  Act  Partly 
To  Blame  lor  Slump 

Toronto — The  current  slump  in  which 
British  production  finds  itself  was  blamed 
in  part  on  the  Quota  Act  which  was  in- 
tended to  eliminate  production  of  cheap 
pictures,  by  Davina  Craig,  English  film 
actress,  who  is  visiting  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Harold  Fry,  here  in  Toronto. 

Miss  Craig  did  however  express  the  be- 
lief during  the  interview,  that  conditions 
would  adjust  themselves  and  the  standard 
of  British  films  would  become  much 
higher  as  a result  of  the  experience. 

Miss  Craig  has  been  seen  on  Toronto 
screens  in  “Look  Out  for  Love”  and  in 
“South  Riding.” 


Expect  Nathanson  Back 
For  CBC  Annual  Meet 

Toronto — N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  is  ex- 
pected back  in  Toronto  from  his  winter’s 
stay  in  Florida  in  time  to  attend  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corp.  early  in  March,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  nine  members  of  the  board  of 
governors  on  appointment  Nov.  2,  1937, 
for  a period  of  three  years. 

The  CBC  is  scheduled  to  confer  with  a 
radio  committee  of  the  Canadian  house  of 
commons  with  respect  to  policies,  pro- 
grams, regulations  for  public  and  private 
stations  and  expenditures  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  parliamentary  committee  is  J. 
Earl  Lawson,  former  Toronto  theatre 
owner  and  now  lawyer  for  several  moving 
picture  companies. 


Would  Record  Plays 


Montreal — “Will  there  be  a motion  pic- 
ture of  ‘Susan  and  God’?”  Boxoffice  asked 
Gertrude  Lawrence  in  an  interval  between 
the  acts  of  the  play  at  His  Majesty’s. 

“Mr.  Golden  (John  Golden,  her  pro- 
ducer) has  not  yet  sold  the  rights,”  she 
replied.  Miss  Lawrence  appeared  doubt- 
ful whether  she  would  go  to  Hollywood 
to  make  a film  of  the  play  if  it  were 
decided  to  produce  one.  “It  would  hardly 
be  worthwhile  just  for  one  picture,”  she 
said.  “I  am  too  busy  with  the  stage.” 

Discussing  the  practice  of  making  mo- 
tion pictures  of  plays  Miss  Lawrence  voiced 
an  ambition.  She  said  she  would  like  to 
see  films  taken  of  London  and  Broadway 
plays  exactly  as  they  are  given  in  the 
theatre.  “In  this  way,  a living  record 
of  the  theatre  might  be  preserved,”  she 
commented,  adding:  “Supposing  it  could 
have  been  done  40  years  ago.  Suppose 
we  had  films  of  a play  with  Sarah  Bern- 
hardt, or  an  opera  with  Caruso  preserved 
with  sound.” 

She  left  the  answer  to  the  public. 


Toronto — Increased  theatre  building  ac- 
tivities are  in  evidence  in  various  sections 
of  Ontario  with  something  akin  to  a con- 
struction boom  promised  when  the  frost 
leaves  the  ground. 

Bruce  S.  McLeod,  proprietor  of  the  King 
Theatre,  Strathroy,  who  opened  the  Elm- 
wood Theatre  at  London  two  years  ago, 
has  further  expanded  by  constructing  a 
theatre  at  Glencoe  which  is  the  first  house 
in  that  town  of  Western  Ontario. 

J.  O.  Scott  of  Weston,  who  has  theatres 
at  Weston,  Alliston,  Timmins  and  Prescott, 
is  supervising  the  completion  of  a the- 
atre at  Kirkland  Lake  in  northern  On- 
tario and  is  preparing  to  invade  Oshawa, 
30  miles  east  of  Toronto,  where  Famous 
Players  and  Associated  Theatres  are  oper- 
ating theatres. 

Robert  Hambleton,  prominent  indepen- 
dent, who  has  two  theatres  at  Simcoe  and 
one  each  at  Delhi  and  Tillsonburg,  has 
launched  a theatre  building  project  at 
Leamington. 

V.  Simone,  owner  of  the  Radio  City 
and  Beverly  theatres,  Toronto,  has  broken 
ground  for  a third  house  at  Yonge  Street 
and  Lawrence  Avenue,  in  the  north  end. 

Emanuel  Stein  is  completing  the  Metro, 
an  independent  house  at  Bloor  Street  and 
Manning  Avenue,  in  Toronto. 

The  Theatre  Holding  Corp.,  Toronto, 
controlled  by  the  Allens,  have  taken  steps 
for  the  erection  of  a theatre  in  Tillson- 
burg following  the  completion  of  a new 
theatre  in  Port  Colborne  which  will  make 
32  houses  in  this  circuit. 

Mrs.  Gordon  Munro  has  reopened  the 
Empire  Theatre  at  Madoc  which  was 
closed  for  some  time.  Two  new  theatres 
are  under  way  in  Cornwall  while,  as 
previously  announced,  J.  Cohen  of  To- 
ronto has  started  a new  theatre  at  Sud- 
bury, in  northern  Ontario. 

Ottawa  Showing  of  'Zola' 
Advertised  to  Quebec 

Ottawa — ^With  “The  Life  of  Emile  Zola” 
under  continued  ban  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  Manager  Don  Stapleton  of  the 
Centre  Theatre,  Ottawa,  has  brought  back 
this  production  for  a repeat  engagement 
of  one  week,  coupled  with  the  announce- 
ment: “This  picture  will  not  be  shown  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec.”  This  statement 
was  primarily  directed  to  the  residents  of 
Hull,  Aylmer,  Gatineau  Point,  Bucking- 
ham and  other  centers  on  the  Quebec  side 
of  the  Ottawa  River  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Canadian  capital. 


Into  Sales  Drive 

Toronto — Employes  of  all  six  offices 
across  Canada  of  Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  Cana- 
dian distributor  of  M-G-M  and  Monogram 
pictures,  have  launched  themselves  upon 
the  annual  Regal  sales  drive  for  bonus 
awards.  Last  year’s  contest  was  captured 
by  the  Ontario  branch  at  Toronto  under 
the  leadership  of  Manager  Gordon  Light- 
stone. 
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National  Film  Board  Measure 
Follows  Grierson's  Exit 


An  Early  Blue  Law 
Repeal  Favored 


Ottawa — The  basis  for  government  con- 
trol of  the  moving  picture  industry  in 
Canada  is  contained  in  a bill  to  create  a 
national  film  board,  with  headquarters  in 
Ottawa,  which  has  been  presented  to  the 
Canadian  house  of  commons  by  Hon.  W. 
D.  Euler,  minister  of  trade  and  commerce, 
following  the  receipt  of  a report  from  John 
Grierson  of  the  Cinematograph  Advisory 
Council,  London,  England,  who  was 
brought  to  the  Dominion  for  the  purpose. 

Coincident  with  the  introduction  of  the 
measure  the  announcement  is  made  that 
the  appropriation  voted  in  the  main 
estimates  for  the  government  motion  pic- 
ture bureau  for  the  coming  fiscal  year, 
starting  April  1,  has  been  increased  by 
$61,941  to  $150,000,  thus  indicating  that 
the  federal  government  proposes  to  en- 
gage in  the  production  of  documentary 
films  on  a more  substantial  basis. 

Under  the  bill  now  befoi-e  the  Dominion 
Parliament,  the  proposed  national  film 
board  will  consist  of  nine  members  drawn 
from  the  various  departments  which  are 
interested  in  the  use  of  moving  pictures 
for  educational  or  propaganda  purposes. 
This  board  will  have  one  salaried  execu- 
tive official.  One  of  the  first  duties  of 
the  board  will  be  to  review  and  report 
upon  all  film  activities  in  the  country,  it 
is  stated,  while  all  government  film  pro- 
duction and  distribution  is  to  be  centra- 
lized, one  object  being  to  avoid  duplica- 
tion of  work  by  government  agencies  and 
private  companies. 

Drew  Radio  Parallel 

Prior  to  his  recent  return  to  Great 
Britain,  John  Grierson  drew  a parallel,  in 
a public  statement,  between  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.,  which  exercises  con- 
trol of  all  radio  programs  of  both  CBC 
and  private  stations,  and  the  proposed 
national  film  board,  declaring  that  the 
Broadcasting  Corp.,  a government  unit, 
was  performing  commendable  work  and 
implying  that  the  film  board  would  oper- 
ate along  similar  lines  in  nationalizing 
moving  picture  efforts. 

Executives  of  the  film  trade  in  Canada 
have  been  casting  an  anxious  eye  in  the 
direction  of  Ottawa  because  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  restrictive  steps.  The  report 
for  the  government  film  bureau  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  March  31  last  pointed 
out  that  350,000  feet  of  35mm  film  had 
been  processed  in  its  laboratory  while  400,- 
000  feet  of  16mm  film,  equivalent  to  one 
million  feet  of  standard-width  film,  had 
been  completed.  At  March  31,  7,092  copies 
of  bureau  films  were  in  circulation 
throughout  the  world,  an  increase  of  585 
over  the  previous  year. 


Grierson  Finishes 
Advisory  Work 

Montreal — Passing  through  Montreal  on 
his  way  to  New  York,  from  which  port  he 
sailed  in  the  Manhattan  for  England,  John 
Grierson,  producer  member  of  the  British 
Cinematograph  Advisory  Council,  informed 
Boxoffice  that  his  work  at  Ottawa  where 
he  was  attached  to  the  department  of  trade 
and  commerce,  to  advise  them  in  a scheme 


to  coordinate  the  Canadian  government’s 
film  activities  is  finished.  An  official 
statement,  he  said,  would  be  given  out 
by  the  government  in  a few  days,  and  it 
was  actually  released  just  as  he  sailed  from 
New  York. 

The  department  of  trade  and  com- 
merce has  a film  branch  known  as  the 
government  motion  picture  bureau,  direct- 
ed by  Captain  P.  C.  Badgley,  which  does 
the  technical  work,  and  which  has  pro- 
duced films  of  a publicity  nature  at  the  di- 
rection of  the  mines,  national  defense,  na- 
tional parks,  tom’ist,  northwest  territories 
and  other  branches,  without  any  attempt 
heretofore  to  co-relate  them. 

Grierson  was  lent  to  the  department  of 
trade  and  commerce  by  the  C.A.C.  and 
has  spent  the  last  two  and  a half  months 
in  Ottawa  planning  coordination  of  the 
various  film  activities,  with  the  result  that 
the  minister  of  trade  and  commerce  has 
given  notice  in  the  house  of  commons 
votes  and  proceedings  that  he  will  in- 
troduce a bill  to  set  up  a national  film 
board. 

Tills  will  necessitate  appointment  of  a 
commissioner,  who  will  collaborate  with  an 
inter-departmental  committee  in  central- 
izing distribution  of  the  government’s 
films.  The  board  will  be  advisory,  devot- 
ing itself  mainly  to  advising  the  different 
departments  as  to  what  features  of  Cana- 
dian life  lend  themselves  best  to  pictures, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  may  be 
distributed  most  advantageously  to  the 
nation. 

Few  to  United  States 

For  the  most  part,  Canadian  films  have, 
heretofore,  been  distributed  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Europe,  although  some  now 
are  going  to  the  United  States. 

Tlie  main  estimates  announced  a short 
time  ago  provided  for  an  increase  of 
$61,941  in  the  sum  voted  for  the  motion 
picture  bureau  of  the  government,  which 
is  allotted  $150,000  for  the  ensuing  fiscal 
year. 

Indications  are  that  allegorical  films  pic- 
turing the  development  of  such  activities 
as  farming,  mining  and  manufacturing 
will  be  produced  under  the  auspices  of  the 
new  board.  It  is  understood  that  the  in- 
creased activities  of  the  government  mo- 
tion picture  bureau  will  not  mean  that 
they  will  produce  the  government’s  whole 
output,  but  that  there  will  be  oppor- 
tunities for  the  Associated  Screen  News 
and  similar  enterprises  to  share  increas- 
ingly in  the  work  as  it  develops. 

The  film  industry,  meanwhile,  is  spec- 
ulating as  to  the  personnel  of  the  new 
board  which  will  consist  of  a salaried 
commissioner  and  nine  committee  mem- 
bers. In  some  circles  the  thought  is  ex- 
pressed that  Grierson  might  be  persuad- 
ed to  undertake  the  direction,  but  this 
has  not  been  conceded  officially. 

On  his  two  visits  to  Canada,  he  has 
covered  practically  the  entire  Dominion, 
and  his  expert  knowledge  of  documen- 
tary film  production  has  enabled  him 
to  give  valued  counsel  in  the  planning 
of  the  government’s  new  film  policy. 


Ottawa — Rev.  G.  G.  Webber,  general 
secretary  of  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  of 
Canada,  has  given  an  outline  of  the  Sun- 
day observance  situation  in  the  Dominion 
for  the  consideration  of  legislators  in  the 
move  toward  rescinding  restrictions  which 
would  permit  Sunday  amusements  in 
Ontario. 

It  was  brought  out  that  the  Alliance, 
representing  various  religious  groups,  ap- 
proved the  repeal  of  the  act  which  was 
passed  in  1845,  or  22  years  before  the 
Confederation  of  the  Canadian  Provinces. 
This  statute  even  prohibits  ordinary  swim- 
ming on  Sundays.  At  the  same  time  there 
is  in  effect  the  Lord’s  Day  Act  of 
1906  which  was  passed  by  the  Dominion 
Parliament.  The  Alliance  sought  the  con- 
tinued enforcement  of  the  1906  law  which 
prohibited  commercialized  forms  of  sport 
and  entertainment  involving  the  employ- 
ment of  persons  in  duties  which  could 
not  be  classed  as  a public  necessity. 


"Pygmalion"  Premiere 
Is  Society  Event 

Toronto — An  event  of  unusual  interest 
in  Canadian  entertainment  circles  was  the 
formal  opening  of  the  Canadian  premiere 
of  “Pygmalion”  on  a reserved  seat  basis  at 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Toronto,  for  one  perform- 
ance following  an  extensive  advertising 
campaign  with  newspaper  displays  and 
window  cards. 

Toronto  society  turned  out  in  force, 
blocks  of  seats  being  purchased  by  promi- 
nent organizations  of  the  community. 
Members  of  McMaster  Alumnae  Ass’n  at- 
tended in  a body,  going  afterwards  to 
Moulton  College  where  they  were  received 
by  Miss  Muriel  Simpson,  president,  and 
Miss  Marjorie  Trotter,  principal.  Other 
parties  were  organized  by  the  University 
Women’s  Club  and  the  Imperial  Order  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  Empire,  arrange- 
ments being  in  the  hands  of  Manager 
Jules  Bernstein  and  Assistant  Manager  S. 
Gosnell. 


National  Museum  Views 
First  Finnish  Film 

Ottawa — The  first  film  feature  from 
Finland  to  be  presented  by  the  National 
Film  Society  was  witnessed  at  a perform- 
ance of  “Women  of  Niskavuori”  in  the  the- 
atre of  the  National  Museum  of  Canada, 
Ottawa,  the  production  having  super-im- 
posed titles  in  English. 

The  Museum  in  Ottawa  was  also  the 
scene  of  two  moving  picture  shows  Satur- 
day morning,  February  11,  for  juveniles 
consisting  of  short  subjects  of  South 
America  supplied  by  the  General  Films, 
Ltd.,  Regina,  Sask.,  and  F.  C.  Pictures 
Corp.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  This  program  was 
repeated  on  the  following  Wednesday 
night  for  adults  to  whom  no  admission 
was  charged. 


102 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  18,  1939 


Wide  Variation  in  the  Scale 
Of  Operation  in  Dominion 


Little  Theatre  Tax 
Exemption  Is  Hit 

Ottawa  — Claiming  that  the  Ottawa 
Drama  League’s  Little  Theatre  was  no 
longer  a community  enterprise  but  was  in 
competition  with  commercial  theatres  of 
the  Canadian  capital,  the  Ottawa  Allied 
Trades  and  Labor  Ass’n  has  asked  the 
city  council  to  rescind  the  exemptions 
from  taxation  enjoyed  by  the  Little  The- 
atre in  which  moving  picture  and  profes- 
sional stage  attractions  were  being  pre- 
sented. The  association  added  that  the 
attitude  of  members  of  the  Drama  League 
toward  organized  labor  was  “high  col- 
lared.” 


Kingston  Graduate  to 
A Hollywood  Post 

Ottawa. — Peter  Z.  Palmer  of  Ottawa, 
23-year-old  graduate  of  Royal  Military 
College,  Kingston,  Ont.,  has  obtained  leave 
of  absence  from  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corp.  and  has  left  for  Hollywood 
where  he  v.'ill  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity 
for  the  making  of  the  picture,  “Hands 
Across  the  Border,”  by  Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer,  starring  Robert  Taylor  and  Robert 
Young. 

A star  at  hockey  and  football  at  college, 
Cadet  Palmer  earned  his  opportunity  for 
the  film  appointment  when  he  caught  the 
eye  of  M-G-M  representatives  at  the  for- 
mal exercises  in  connection  with  the  color- 
ful graduation  ceremonial  last  June, 
cameramen  shooting  the  parade  of  cadets 
and  other  traditional  features  for  use  in 
the  production. 


Joseph  B,  Hardwicke 
Dies  in  Toronto 

Toronto — The  death  has  occurred  at 
Toronto  of  Joseph  B.  Hardwicke,  80,  for- 
mer member  of  the  Ontario  film  censor 
board  for  eight  years,  following  an  illness 
of  two  weeks  in  St.  Michael’s  Hospital. 
Mr.  Hardwicke,  who  is  not  survived  by 
any  immediate  relatives,  had  served  as 
chairman  of  the  board  during  the  two 
years  of  1934-35.  He  was  born  in  England 
where  he  had  been  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness and,  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the 
Ontario  government  service,  had  been 
identified  with  the  real  estate  business  in 
Canada. 


A "Mike"  Demonstration 
For  Research  Council 

Ottawa — Demonstrations  of  many  types 
of  microphones  were  given  by  Dr.  F.  S. 
Goucher  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Labora- 
tories, New  York,  in  an  address  before  the 
National  Research  Council,  Ottawa,  in 
which  he  outlined  the  progress  which  had 
been  made  in  the  development  of  sound 
transmitters. 

Dr.  Goucher  displayed  the  original  gal- 
lows-frame invented  by  Alexander  Gra- 
ham Bell  and  presented  an  interesting 
experiment  with  improvised  apparatus 


Montreal — Wide  variations  are  shown 
in  the  scale  of  operations  of  theatres 
throughout  Canada.  In  1937  there  were 
165  theatres,  or  almost  16  per  cent  of  the 
total,  having  annual  receipts  of  less  than 
$2,500,  while  56  theatres,  or  5 per  cent  of 
the  total,  had  paid  admissions  amounting 
to  over  $100,000  per  theatre.  More  than 
25  per  cent  of  theatres  had  a total  annual 
revenue  of  less  than  $5,000  each  and 
accounted  for  less  than  2 per  cent  of  the 
total  receipts  and  admissions,  while  in  the 
upper  brackets  18  per  cent  of  the  theatres 
attracted  over  53  per  cent  of  the  patrons 
and  collected  slightly  less  than  60  per  cent 
of  the  total  receipts. 

The  smaller  theatres  are  grouped  largely 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces  where  54  per  cent 
of  the  theatres  receive  less  than  $5,000  per 
annum,  while  the  larger  group  consists 
mainly  of  first-run  theatres  in  the  largest 
cities  of  Canada  and,  naturally,  are  favor- 
ably situated  to  attract  the  large  theatre- 
going audiences.  Ontario  had  89  theatres, 
with  yearly  receipts  of  $50,000  and  over; 
Quebec  had  44  theatres  in  this  group,  the 
Prairie  Provinces,  26;  British  Columbia, 
21,  and  the  Maritime  Provinces,  10,  mak- 
ing a total  of  190  theatres  as  compared 
with  170  having  the  same  rating  in  1936. 

From  the  standpoint  of  number  of  the- 
atres, the  (independents)  or  those  under 
single  ownership,  form  the  leading  group. 
There  were  569  such  theatres  and  these, 
forming  54.3  per  cent  of  the  total  num- 
ber, had  28.7  per  cent  of  the  total  re- 
ceipts and  31.9  per  cent  of  the  total  ad- 
missions. There  were  119  theatres  under 
“multiple”  ownership:  that  is,  companies 
or  individuals  owning  and  operating  either 
two  or  three  theatres.  Although  this  group 
is  small  and  is  confined  mostly  to  the 
smaller  theatres,  8.5  per  cent  of  the  total 
receipts  and  10  per  cent  of  the  admissions 
went  to  these  shows  during  1937.  “The 
chain”  group,  or  those  owning  four  or 
more  theatres,  operated  359  theatres  in 
1937,  had  62.8  per  cent  of  the  total  re- 
ceipts and  58.1  per  cent  of  the  total 
patronage. 


One  Per  Cent  Backslide 
In  Dominion  Admissions 

Montreal — The  average  ratio  of  actual 
to  possible  admissions  for  all  theatres  in 
Canada  is  28  per  cent  for  1937  compared 
with  29  per  cent  for  1936.  On  a provin- 
cial basis,  British  Columbia  leads  in  this 
respect  with  an  average  of  33  per  cent. 
Ontario  is  second  with  31,  Alberta  aver- 
aged 30,  Manitoba  27,  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick  26,  Nova  Scotia  24,  Saskatche- 
wan 23,  and  Prince  Edward  Island  21. 

Considerable  variation  in  efficiency  ra- 
tios is  noted  for  the  several  cities  for  which 
separate  data  can  be  published.  Toronto 


consisting  of  two  ordinary  nails  fixed  to 
a cigar  box,  with  a third  nail  laid  across 
the  heads  of  the  two  others.  The  lecturer 
also  made  use  of  a magnetic  speech-re- 
corder in  showing  the  effectiveness  of 
various  types  of  “mikes.” 


had  a ratio  of  actual  to  possible  attend- 
ance of  35.2  per  cent  and  Vancouver  was 
second  with  33.3  per  cent,  followed  by 
Ottawa  with  31.3  per  cent  and  Edmonton 
at  31.2  per  cent.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  average  efficiency  is  generally  higher 
in  both  the  second  and  subsequent-run 
theatres  than  in  the  first-run.  This  is  due 
largely  to  first-run  theatres  being  “con- 
tinuous” shows,  many  of  them  showing 
morning  as  well  as  afternoon  and  evening 
performances,  averaging  as  high  as  five  or 
six  per  day,  while  the  second-run  houses 
restrict  themselves  largely  to  evening  shows 
with  one  or  two  performances  per  day. 
The  highest  average  of  any  group  is  found 
in  a group  of  17  second-run  theatres  in 
Vancouver  where  the  efficiency  reaches 
39.4  per  cent.  In  Toronto  the  average  is 
38.6  per  cent  for  second-run  and  38.4  per 
cent  for  subsequent-run  theatres,  compared 
with  27.2  per  cent  for  nine  first-runs. 

Montreal’s  average  of  25  9 per  cent  is 
lower  than  that  of  other  large  cities,  this 
being  due,  in  part,  to  many  downtown  the- 
atres with  large  seating  capacities  and 
partly  to  restrictions  on  juvenile  attend- 
ance. London,  Ont.,  had  a ratio  of  21.6  per 
cent,  this  being  the  lowest  for  any  city 
for  which  separate  figures  are  available. 


Theatre  Growth  Is 
Traced  by  Review 

Ottawa — The  progress  of  moving  pic- 
ture entertainment  in  Ottawa  during  the 
past  quarter  century  is  reflected  in  a 
statistical  review  dealing  wih  the  theatre 
situation  in  1914,  compared  with  condi- 
tions of  the  present  day. 

There  were  ten  moving  picture  theatres 
in  Ottawa  in  1914  and  the  daily  average 
attendance  was  9,500.  Highly  interesting 
is  the  fact  that  the  average  of  admission 
prices  was  seven  cents  and  the  aggregate 
gross  for  the  year  was  placed  at  $220,000. 
The  largest  “picture  shows”  charged  10 
cents  and  15  cents,  with  25  cents  being 
the  charge  for  a box  seat.  The  theatres 
of  the  store  show  type  had  an  admission 
price  of  five  cents  at  any  time  during  the 
afternoon  or  evening.  Incidentally,  the 
outstanding  attraction  in  Ottawa  for  the 
second  week  in  February,  25  years  ago,  was 
the  super-production  “The  Count  of 
Monte  Cristo.” 

In  comparison,  14  moving  picture  the- 
atres are  now  licensed  in  Ottawa  with  a 
combined  seating  capacity  of  13,200,  the 
largest  being  the  Capitol  with  2,580  seats 
and  the  smallest  the  Rialto  with  524  seats. 
The  total  admissions  for  the  latest  sta- 
tistical year  were  3,965,287  which  gives  a 
daily  attendance  average  of  12,600.  Gross 
receipts  for  the  whole  year  were  $904,900 
with  the  average  admission  price  22.8 
cents,  compared  with  seven  cents  25  years 
ago.  Current  adult  admission  prices 
range  from  10  cents  to  45  cents  while 
aggregate  receipts  are  approximately  four 
times  greater  than  in  1914.  The  average 
admission  price  for  the  whole  country  is 
24.2  cents. 
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gPRING  is  in  the  air!  The  film  boys  of 

Toronto  are  talking  golf  and  the  open- 
ing event  of  the  season  is  a promised  chal- 
lenge match  between  A.  J.  Lamde,  assist- 
ant general  manager  of  Empire-Universal 
Films,  who  won  the  runner-up  trophy  of 
the  Fairmount  Golf  and  Country  Club  last 
season,  and  Martin  Bloom  of  Premiere 
Theatres  who  copped  the  golf  title  at  the 
Famous  Players  sports  tournament.  Chal- 
lenger Laurie  has  named  a trip  to  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  as  the  wager. 

A.  Rappaport,  proprietor  of  the  Holly- 
wood Theatre,  Campbellford,  was  in  town 
on  business  and  also  to  ma/ce  prelimmary 
plans  for  the  reopening  of  his  sumptuous 
summer  hotel  which  he  erected  a year  ago. 

Simon  Meretsky,  prominent  theatre  man 
of  Windsor,  made  a quick  visit  to  To- 
ronto before  leaving  for  the  south  with  his 
wife  who  is  convalescing  from  a serious 
illness.  They  will  vacation  for  five  weeks. 

Chairman  O.  J.  Silverthorne  of  the  On- 
tario  board  of  moving  picture  censors  has 
been  holidaying  in  Florida  while  Premier 
Mitchell  Hepburn,  chairman  of  the  mov- 
ing picture  appeal  board,  has  been  on  a 
two-month’s  trip  to  Australia. 

R.  L.  Billinghurst,  manager  of  the  Ma- 
jestic Theatre,  Dundas,  Ont.,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Empire  Theatre,  Hamil- 
ton, replacing  William  Yates  who  has 
gone  to  the  Majestic,  both  houses  being 
units  of  the  Frederick  Guest  chain. 

H.  J.  Sweetman,  manager  of  the  Com- 
munity Theatre,  Kapuskasing,  pulp  and 
paper  town  in  far  north  Ontario,  has  ad- 
vised that  he  will  make  his  semi-annual 
buying  trip  to  Toronto  around  March  1, 
according  to  practice  for  many  years. 

Pat  Greenlees,  veteran  manager  of  the 
Princess  Theatre,  Woodstock,  Ont.,  has 
purchased  a C-T-R  sound  system  for  im- 
mediate installation,  from  Perkins  Elec- 
tric Co.,  Toronto. 

Manager  Jack  Arthur  of  the  Uptovni, 
Toronto,  secured  a splendid  tie-up  on 
“Moonlight  Sonata’’  in  a half-page  ad- 
vertisement of  the  T.  Eaton  Co.,  Ltd.,  in 
the  Globe  & Mail  which  included  a large 
picture  of  Paderewski,  the  firm  mention- 
ing the  Steinway  piano. 

Manager  James  Lynch  of  the  Runney- 
mede  Theatre  was  master  of  ceremonies 
for  the  annual  theatre  night  program  of 
the  Toronto  Runneymede  Lions  Club, 
which  was  a sell-out. 

D.  Main  of  Associated  Theatres  returned 
to  Toronto  headquarters  after  installing 
Tom  Mascaro  as  manager  of  the  Granada 
Theatre,  Hamilton  . . . Archie  Laurie, 
executive  official  of  Empire-Universal 
Films,  Ltd.,  is  getting  business  details  in 
order  preparatory  to  a vacation  trip  to 
Florida  at  the  end  of  February. 

J.  Pink  of  the  Canadian  Office  and 
School  Furniture  Co.,  Preston,  Ont.,  was 
in  Toronto  to  get  into  touch  with  build- 


"A  Cinema-Minded  Age" 


Montreal — Although  one  or  two  Mon- 
treal churches  have  recently  shown  films 
after  Sunday  evening  services,  no  church 
here  has,  as  yet,  substituted  a film  for  a 
sermon. 

This  novel  departure  from  standardized 
forms  of  worship  is,  however,  being  under- 
taken in  Canada’s  sister  dominion.  South 
Africa,  where  the  Rev.  Norman  H.  Pike 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cape  Town, 
has  installed  talking  film  projectors  to 
attract  people  who  do  not  normally  go 
to  the  church. 

“This  is  a cinema-minded  age,”  he  ex- 
plains, “and,  after  all,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  church  services  have  remained 
the  same  for  a hundred  years — prayer,  les- 
son, prayer,  sermon.  Many  people  may 
have  found  it  boring  even  though  they 
may  be  religious  at  heart. 

“The  sermon  will  be  replaced  by  a film,” 
he  believes,  continuing:  “America  and 
Britain  already  have  a large  output  of 
suitable  religious  films.  In  England  re- 
cently I visited  the  Crystal  Palace  to  see 
them  being  made. 

“England  has  now  over  500  cinema 
churches,  and  they  have  proved  a great 
success  in  attracting  non-churchgoers. 

“Joseph  Rank,  the  millionaire,  has  help- 
ed them  greatly.  He  presented  eight  new 
projectors  to  the  Religious  Film  Society. 
Largely  owing  to  this  we  are  able  to  say 
that  there  is  no  debt  on  our  apparatus.” 


ers  of  new  theatres  with  a view  to  the 
sale  of  theatre  seats  . . . The  Toronto 
Women’s  Liberal  Ass’n,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  C.  H.  Porter  and  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Miller,  arranged  to  hold  two  theatre  parties 
at  the  Toronto  Uptown,  one  for  “Moon- 
light Sonata”  and  the  second  for  “The 
Mikado.” 

Charlie  Querrie,  manager  of  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Toronto,  for  the  past  17  years, 
whose  voice  is  heard  across  Canada  in 
sport  comment  after  every  pro  hockey 
broadeast  in  Toronto,  was  a guest  at  a 
reunion  of  old-time  athletic  stars  spon- 
sored by  Howard  MacNamara  when  his 
exploits  were  again  extolled. 

J.  H.  Perry,  representing  the  Colclough 
China,  Ltd.,  Longton,  England,  visited 
Toronto  on  a business  tour  of  the  Domin- 
ion and  canvassed  theatre  men  with  china- 
ware  novelties  suitable  for  admission 
premiums  . . . Jack  Chisholm  of  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News,  Ltd.,  and  formerly  of 
Hollywood,  addressed  the  members  of  the 
Eaton’s  Girls  Club  on  the  subject  “The 
Lure  of  the  Movies”  and  gave  a demon- 
stration of  16mm  films.  On  February  15, 
F.  E.  O’Byrne  of  the  same  company  and 
Chisholm  gave  a film  sales  demonstration 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Advertising 
and  Sales  Club  at  the  Heliconian  Club 
which  was  featured  by  appropriate  short 
subjects. 

Leo  Clavir  of  Cosmopolitan  Films,  Ltd., 


Toronto,  is  starting  a drive  on  the  next 
special  Soviet  picture,  “Alexander  Nevski,” 
a historical  film,  to  follow  “Professor  Mam- 
lock.” 

A visitor  on  Toronto’s  Filmrow  was  C. 
T.  Ross,  proprietor  of  the  Royal  Theatre, 
Bowmanville,  once  president  of  the  former 
Allied  Exhibitors  of  Ontario  and  past 
president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Bowman- 
ville. 

Bob  Eves,  manager  of  the  Eglinton  The- 
atre, Toronto,  has  established  a suburban 
theatre  record  with  seven  continuous 
weeks  of  “The  Lady  Vanishes.” 

There  has  been  a rush  of  out-of-town 
exhibitors  to  Toronto  film  exchanges  with 
the  highways  becoming  more  suitable  for 
driving.  Bin  Stewart,  veteran  owner  of 
the  Rex,  dropped  in  from  London  while 
M.  T.  Craig  of  the  Palace  at  Ridgetown 
made  the  Toronto  rounds.  A.  Noble  of 
the  Simcoe  Theatre  came  south  from  Sut- 
ton and  John  Allen  called  at  the  various 
exchanges  from  his  Tivoli  at  Thorold 
where  the  lake  boats  wiU  soon  be  going 
through  the  Welland  Canal.  The  two 
brothers,  Frank  and  A.  M.  Giaschi  who 
are  next-town  opposition  for  each  other, 
made  the  trip  from  that  section  of  the 
Province  made  famous  by  the  Dionne 
Quintuplets — Frank  Giaschi  operates  the 
King  George  at  Huntsville  and  Brother 
A.  M.  has  the  Strand  at  the  nearby  town 
of  Bracebridge.  Robert  Hambleton  of 
Simcoe,  who  has  a group  of  theatres  in 
western  Ontario,  was  also  here  on  a book- 
ing expedition  as  was  Mrs.  Gordon  Munro 
of  Empire  Theatre  at  Madoc. 

Henry  L.  Nathanson,  general  manager  of 
Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  has  returned  to  Toronto 
after  attending  the  burial  of  his  elder 
brother,  Isaac  Nathanson,  at  Minneapolis, 
following  his  sudden  death  at  Los  Angeles. 
Nathan  L.  Nathaiison,  another  brother 
who  is  president  of  the  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  returned  to  his  summer 
home  in  Florida  after  attending  the 
funeral. 

Wolfe  Cohen,  general  manager  of  Vita- 
graph,  Ltd.,  distributing  Warner  and  First 
National  features  in  Canada,  has  returned 
to  Toronto  after  touring  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 


Work  Under  Way  on  Two 
New  Cornwall  Houses 

Ottaw.a — Clarence  G.  Markell,  general 
manager  of  the  Palace  Amusement  Co., 
Ltd.,  Cornwall,  operating  the  Capitol  and 
Palace  theatres  in  the  eastern  Ontario 
town  of  12,000  population,  has  announced 
that  work  has  been  started  on  the  erec- 
tion of  two  more  theatres  there  on  sites 
which  were  purchased  months  ago.  This 
will  make  four  local  houses  as  units  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  the  ex- 
pansion being  due  to  the  fact  that  Corn- 
wall is  enjoying  an  industrial  boom.  The 
Cornwall  Capitol,  largest  of  the  two 
present  theatres,  has  a capacity  of  1,261. 
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ASN  Has  Technicolor 
Trailer  of  Anthem 


Ottawa — Announcement  has  been  made 
that  a Technicolor  trailer  of  “God  Save 
the  King”  is  now  available  for  theatres  in 
the  Dominion  through  Associated  Screen 
News  for  the  forthcoming  tour  of  the 
country  by  Their  Majesties  King  George 
and  Queen  Elizabeth,  this  being  the  first 
time  that  a color  film  of  the  national 
anthem  has  been  obtainable  in  Canada. 

In  addition  to  a picture  of  the  monarch, 
the  trailer  shows  the  band  of  the  house- 
hold regiment  in  the  playing  of  the  Brit- 
ish anthem. 

Theatre  regulations  in  Canada  require 
the  playing  of  the  national  anthem  at  the 
close  of  the  day’s  perfoi-mances  in  every 
theatre  and,  according  to  long-standing 
custom,  which  is  not  a matter  of  law  en- 
forcement, there  is  no  movement  of  audi- 
ences during  the  playing  of  the  hymn. 


^YING  in  with  radio  station  CKCK,  the 
Capitol  in  Regina  has  started  a weekly 
“Prof.  Quiz”  show  from  the  stage  of  the 
theatre  Monday  nights  at  9:30  o’clock. 
Jack  Lapoint  is  handling  the  show. 

Charlie  Kruvv,  salesman  for  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, visiting  Saskatchewan  centers, 
was  mourning  the  loss  of  his  wire-haired 
terrier,  “Perky.”  The  dog  was  believed 
stolen  in  Winnipeg. 

New  seats  have  been  installed  in  the 
Orpheum,  Moose  Jaw,  by  Harry  Mars. 
Harry  has  been  steadily  improving  his 
house  throughout  the  past  year  as  busi- 
ness warranted  it  . . . Theatre  business 
conditions  reported  better  in  Saskatoon 
lately  . . . Henry  Morton,  operator  of  a 
circuit  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan, 
visited  his  Tivoli  in  Saskatoon. 

It  was  front  page  7iews  of  a laudatory 
nature  when  Wilfred  Wass  was  given  the 
post  of  principal  at  Melville  public-high 
school  and  introduced  a “new  idea  in  edu- 
cation— visual  education”  through  pur- 
chase of  a motion  picture  projector.  Stu- 
dents have  gone  in  for  photography  under 
J.  G.  Buck’s  direction  and  are  even  plan- 
ning their  own  production. 

The  Capitol,  Saskatoon,  got  a lucky 
break  for  several  tie-ins  with  “Kentucky” 
when  the  annual  convention  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan Horsebreeders  Ass’n  was  held 
there  the  same  week  the  picture  played  the 
city. 

Alf  Perry,  general  manager  of  Empire- 
Universal,  Toronto,  passed  through  Regina 
en  route  to  Calgary.  He  was  met  at  the 
station  by  local  film  men  . . .W.P.  Mahon, 
president  of  the  Saskatchewan  Motion 
Pictures  Ass’n,  Prince  Albert,  visited 
Regina  for  the  western  fairs  meeting. 

W.  Adams  in  Meadow  Lake  has  com- 
pleted a new  building  and  reopened  a the- 
atre to  replace  that  burned  down  last 
September.  A.  K.  Smith  operated  the 
other  showhouse. 

Harry  Bercovich  has  returned  to  Regina 
from  Winnipeg  after  a week’s  business 
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^HEATRE  managers  are  often  puzzled 

when,  despite  first-rate  pictures,  their 
receipts  suddenly  slump  without  any  ob- 
vious explanation.  The  second  week  of 
February  witnessed  this  discouraging  set- 
back in  some  of  the  first-rim  theatres. 
Discussing  it  one  manager,  shrugging  his 
shoulders,  said:  “I  can’t  explain  it.  It’s 
just  one  of  those  weeks.” 

Montreal’s  Theatrical  Boivling  League 
continues  to  provide  Monday  evening  re- 
laxation for  at  least  some  of  the  staffs 
of  St.  Catherine  St.  theatres.  Teams  rep- 
resenting Loew’s,  the  Capitol,  Palace,  Prin- 
cess and  System  compete.  The  season  fin- 
ishes at  the  end  of  March  and  at  present 
Loew’s  “A”  team  is  leading. 

“Only  thing  new  at  the  Palace  this  week 
is  that  we’re  laying  a new  carpet,”  re- 
ports William  E.  O’Loughlin,  manager.  At 
the  Princess,  John  Reidy,  manager,  finds 
the  new  wage-hour  law  imposed  by  Quebec 
creates  a number  of  problems,  among  them 
the  difficulty  of  saying,  in  advance,  when 
is  the  best  time  to  see  him. 

Despite  the  St.  Catherine  St.  lag,  the 
Imperial,  Consolidated  house  on  Bleury 
St.,  is  doing  all  right.  According  to  How- 
ard Knevels,  manager,  attendance  shows 
a slight  improvement  over  last  year. 

Ed  Harris,  sound  expert  for  Famous 
Players  of  Canada,  visited  here  to  inspect 
the  equipment  at  the  Consolidated  Theatre 
. . . Joe  Lightstone  of  the  Orpheum  and 
Mayfair  has  been  visiting  his  son  in  New 
York  . . . Filmrow  is  ready  to  welcome 
Paramount’s  Tommy  Dowbiggin  home  from 
his  world  tour. 

Quebec  censors  who  condemned  “Life 
of  Emile  Zola”  have  prevented  film  patrons 
from  seeing  one  of  the  best  pictures  of 
the  year,  “Angels  With  Dirty  Faces,”  in 
which  James  Cagney  literally  shines. 

Jimmy  Grainger,  president  of  Republic, 
visited  Filmrow.  Exhibitors  noticed  in- 
clude Ambrose  Nolan,  Aylmer;  A.  Adouffy, 
Mont  Joli;  Messrs.  Robert  and  Provost, 
Granby,  and  Alexandre  Chouinard,  Prin- 
cess, Quebec  . . . Mrs.  Harry  Paynter, 
wife  of  the  Quebec  manager  for  Empire- 
Universal,  and  family  are  here  to  take 
up  residence. 

R.  Friday,  who  owns  theatres  in  Buck- 


ingham, Hudson  Heights,  and  Windsor 
Mills  has  taken  over  the  theatre  at  East 
Angus,  Que.,  and  Roland  Lcblamc  has 
opened  a new  theatre,  the  Town  Hall,  at 
Carleton  Center  . . . Mike  Wilkes,  exploi- 
tation manager  for  United  Artists,  spent  a 
few  days  around  Filmrow  on  a visit  from 
Toronto. 

Distributors  are  extending  congratula- 
tions to  W.  A.  Sault,  formerly  of  Empire- 
Universal,  reported  to  have  obtained  an 
important  post  with  the  CBC  at  Saint 
John  . . . George  Albert  Duclos,  operating 
the  Radio  Theatre,  Longuevil,  has  bought 
the  Classic  here. 

Mrs.  J.  Duclos,  who  operated  a theatre 
at  St.  Jerome,  fell  and  broke  her  leg  here 
recently  . . . ASN’s  sound  crew,  Lucien 
Roy  and  Arnold  Hague,  have  been  in  Vic- 
toria, B.  C.,  covering  news  stories  . . . 
Nova  Scotia  department  of  mines  has  been 
sponsoring  showings  of  “Treasure  Hunt,” 
released  by  ASN  . . . An  ASN  release,  “How 
to  Remember  Names  and  Faces,”  was  dem- 
onstrated  to  the  Advertising  Club  of  Mon- 
treal by  W.  J.  Singleton,  ASN  sales  mana- 
ger . . . Di  connection  with  Educational 
Week,  ASN  operators  showed  educational 
16mm  films  to  teachers  and  pupils  at 
Ormstown,  Que. 

The  French  version  of  “Treasure  Hunt” 
named  “Les  Chercheurs  d’Or,”  had  its  pre- 
miere showing  at  Cinema  de  Paris.  The 
English  and  French  versions  will  now  be 
shown  throughout  Canada  . . . A1  Plunkett 
has  been  entertaining  at  the  Rialto  . . . 
Cambrai  Theatre,  Quebec,  has  altered  its 
policy  and  is  now  showing  reissues  changed 
thi’ice  weekly. 

The  Plateau  Auditorium  was  crowded  by 
French-Canadians  for  the  showing  of  “La 
Croix  Survolant  les  Glaces  Polaires,”  which 
gave  an  excellent  idea  of  life  among  the 
Eskvnos  . . . Sympathy  is  extended  to  Joe 
Brown,  manager  of  the  Lido,  on  the  death 
of  his  mother,  February  4. 

Although  the  years  have  rolled  on  since 
the  Laurier  Palace  disaster,  it  keeps  crop- 
ping up  in  the  news.  Now  an  applicant 
for  reduction  of  valuation  of  properties 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  theatre, 
tells  the  revision  committee  the  fire  has 
caused  rents  to  tumble  and  has  depre- 
ciated his  property  75  per  cent. 


visit  there.  The  Rex  manager  is  busy  pre- 
paring for  the  opening  of  his  newly  rebuilt 
house  early  in  March  . . . Manager  Charlie 
Bahrynowski  of  the  Metropolitan,  Regina, 
had  the  jitters  for  a while  after  it  was 
found  the  illness  that  caused  Margaret 
Hughes,  cashier,  to  take  to  her  bed  was 
scarlet  fever.  Health  authorties  threat- 
ened to  put  the  whole  staff  in  the  hos- 
pital under  observation  but  tests  showed 
no  one  else  was  infected. 

Charles  Cressey  of  Lanigan  was  a visi- 
tor to  Regina  . . . Will  Saskaski  is  talking 
of  opening  a new  house  at  Laporte,  Sask. 
. . . Henry  Humphries,  operating  the  Gren- 
fel  circuit,  traveled  to  Winnipeg  . . . Also 
Jack  Zaitzow,  Melville,  who  has  several 


theatres  in  the  northeastern  section  of  the 
province. 

More  serials  are  being  used  in  Sas- 
katchewan houses  than  ever  before,  ac- 
cording to  Frank  Goldhar,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures representative  from  Winnipeg,  on  a 
tour  of  the  province.  He  ascribed  it  to  the 
improvement  in  the  quality  of  serials  and 
the  increased  number  on  radio  and  press 
in  recent  years. 

Manager  Isadore  Reinhorn  has  put  in 
new  carpets  and  drapes  at  the  Roxy  in 
Regina  . . . The  board  of  trade  has  taken 
over  the  Morse  Theatre  in  Morse  and 
plan  to  use  it  as  a business  getter  for  the 
town’s  merchants.  W.  Van  Wyck  has  been 
named  manager. 
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g E.  O’BRIEN,  managing  director  of  the 
Capitol,  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  and  Mrs. 
O’Brien  are  touring  the  studios  on  their 
Hollywood  visit.  Word  from  the  film  city 
is  that  they  had  a talk  with  Don  Gimn, 
former  Saint  John  artist,  while  going 
through  the  Walt  Disney  plant  . . . F.  G. 
Spencer  of  the  Spencer  circuit  and  Mrs. 
Spencer  were  to  leave  Saint  John  this  week 
for  Florida  to  remain  until  about  Easter 
. . . The  Spencer  interests  have  purchased 
the  Miller  lot  on  Roseberry  Street,  Camp- 
bellton,  N.  B.,  once  site  of  a theatre  that 
was  destroyed  by  fire  years  ago.  An  an- 
nouncement is  expected  soon  regarding 
their  intentions.  They  already  operate 
the  Capitol  in  Campbellton  under  lease. 

Sain  John’s  Fihnrow  is  chuckling  over 
this  one  about  a well  known  exhibitor: 
He  remarked  to  his  wife,  while  sitting  at 
home  one  evening,  that  every  time  she 
turned  to  her  knitting  she  fell  silent  and 
would  ?iot  speak  a word  to  him,  and  that 
it  was  a pretty  lonesome  life  for  him.  On 
the  impulse  of  the  moment  she  dropped  her 
knitting,  hurried  over  and  embraced  the 
startled  exhibitor  with  a tight  “bear  hug,” 
asking  him  jokingly  if  that  didn’t  appease 
his  hurt  feelings.  Appareritly  it  did  in  one 
sense  and  not  in  another,  because  the  next 
day  his  chest  pained  so  severely  that  he 
thought  he  must  have  some  broken  ribs,  so 
he  went  to  the  hospital  and  had  X-rays 
taken.  He  was  delighted  to  find  that  he 
ivas  only  bruised  slightly. 

J.  L.  Collard,  Toronto,  Regal  internal 
auditor,  visited  the  Saint  John  branch  of- 
fice the  other  day  . . . The  Regal  staff 
was  enthusiastic  about  the  success  of 
“Sweethearts”  in  the  territory.  It  was 
held  over  to  run  a full  week  at  the  Cap- 
itol, Saint  John,  to  big  houses  . . . N.  W. 
Mason,  a recent  visitor  to  Fiimrow,  picked 
this  feature  to  reopen  his  Roseland  in  New 
Glasgow,  N.  S.,  the  date  now  being  set 
for  March  6 ...  It  was  a busy  week  for  the 
Saint  John  Capitol,  with  a newspaper-the- 
atre cooking  school  taking  up  the  morn- 
ings. 

A.  J.  Jeffery,  UA  Montreal  branch  man- 
ager, visited  Fiimrow  in  Saint  John  and 
explained  that  the  fact  that  UA  pro- 
duced “The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  doesn’t 
make  him  a cowboy,  too.  The  last  time  he 
was  in  town  he  was  reported  in  this  column 
as  “UA  Montreal  ranch  manager,”  through 
a typographical  slip. 

Maritime  papers  have  given  extensive 
publicity  to  news  breaks  of  late  from  the 
film  metropolis.  Chai'lie  Chaplin’s  com- 
ing picture,  “The  Dictators,”  has  been  a 
natural  for  picture  tieups.  Also  there  has 
been  the  trend  toward  withdrawing  screen 
stars  from  radio  programs.  Referring  to 
the  removal  of  Tyrone  Power  from  the  air 
waves  by  20th-Fox,  The  Moncton,  N.  B., 
Trajiscript  comments,  “What  use  is  the 
actor’s  increased  popularity  if  the  theatre 
seats  are  empty?  Evidently  the  time  is 
coming  when  screen  and  radio  will  offer 
divergent  careers.” 

J.  “Vince”  McLaughlin  of  the  Opera 
House,  Newcastle,  N.  B.,  who  is  a railway 
firemen  as  well  as  an  exhibitor,  was  slight- 
ly mjured  recently  when  a steam  injector 
on  an  engine  blew  out  near  Chatham,  N.  B. 


. . . Saint  John’s  Junior  French  Club  is 
planning  to  bring  a French  feature  film 
to  the  city.  The  “ flu  scare”  is  practically 
over  and  Maritime  theatremen  report  busi- 
ness returning  to  normal  after  taking  a 
severe  trimming  in  January  and  part  of 
February. 

Despatches  from  Lucknow,  India,  tell 
of  the  mixed  reception  there  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  British  board  of  film  cen- 
sors to  ban  the  production  of  ‘"riie  Relief 
of  Lucknow”  because  it  “would  revive 
memories  of  days  of  conflict  in  India  which 
it  has  been  the  honest  endeavor  of  both 
countries  to  obliterate.”  However,  the 
Lucknow  Pioneer  observes,  “Tire  Indians 
like  the  Irish  have  long  memories  and  have 
lived  on  them  too  long.  Rightly  or  wrong- 
ly, they  would  resent  a film  of  the  mutiny 
and  for  that  reason  we  consider  it  would 
be  bad  policy,  and  what  is  worse,  bad 
manners,  to  make  it.” 

British  as  American 
Ti]pes  Criticized 

Portland,  Me. — A “wave  of  indignation” 
has  been  sweeping  through  Portland 
against  the  use  of  English  actors  in  de- 
cidedly American  roles,  climaxed  by  the 
recent  announcement  that  Vivien  Leigh 
is  to  play  the  role  of  Scarlett  O’Hara  in 
“Gone  With  the  Wind.”  This  attitude, 
born  and  cultivated  in  small  family  and 
social  groups,  has  grown  to  such  pro- 
portions that  at  last  the  Portland  Press- 
Herald  deemed  it  expedient  to  express  its 
views  on  the  subject. 

In  part,  this  is  what  Duncan  L.  Oli- 
phant,  the  editor,  says: 

“There  seems  to  be  more  Britishers  in 
the  American  movie  capital  than  in  In- 
dia, a matter  in  itself  not  objectionable 
to  us  . . . not  objectionable  because  most 
of  these  English  stars,  featui'ed  and  bit 
players,  have  paid  their  way  with  full 
entertainment  value,  and  are  as  welcome 
to  the  hospitable  American  movie  fans 
as  the  native-born  make-believers  . . . 
But  where  a lot  of  Americans  do  get  kind 
of  peeved  is  when  Hollywood  rings  these 
Britishers  into  roles  in  which  they  don’t 
belong.  Like  in  ‘Submarine  Patrol,’  for 
instance,  in  which  the  very  English  Rich- 
ard Greene  is  cast  as  an  Amei’ican  naval 
officer  in  a film  glorifying  the  exploits 
of  our  sub-chasers  in  the  World  War. 
Greene’s  beauty  can’t  overcome  an  ac- 
cent that  has  no  place  in  a crew  of 
Yankee  sea-fighters. 

“Similarly,  for  aU  her  looks,  charm  and 
talent,  it’s  hard  to  dope  out  why  they 
had  to  select  the  English  Miss  Leigh  for 
the  role  of  Scarlett  in  a thoroughly  Ameri- 
can historical  story,  or  why  they  had  to 
spread  it  on  a little  thicker  by  shoving 
the  very  British  Leslie  Howard  into  the 
same  cast. 

“This  weird  use  of  Englishmen  in 
American  historical  films  is  even  more 
difficult  to  understand  when  you  consider 
that  Hollywood  goes  to  great  lengths  to 
destroy  the  sectional  accents  and  manner 
of  speech  of  American  players.  A typi- 
cal American  accent  is  considered  out  of 
place  while  the  difficult  to  imderstand 


Cl  ir  T A W A 

Richard  Tyrol  appearing  at  both 
the  Ottawa  Motor  Show  and  the 
Gatineau  Country  Club,  Manager  Bob 
Maynard  of  the  Cartier  Theatre  held  over 
“The  Great  Waltz”  in  which  the  tenor  is 
a featured  player,  the  Cartier  getting 
plenty  of  nice  plugs  in  connection  with 
Tyrol’s  personal  appearances. 

Danielle  Darrieux,  French  screen  star 
who  appeared  in  a Hollywood  feature,  is 
appearing  in  more  French  pictures  on 
local  screens  than  any  other  French 
player,  her  latest  vehicle  being  “Mademoi- 
selle Ma  Mere”  which  was  on  the  double 
bill  booked  by  Manager  Marshall  for  the 
Rideau  Theatre. 

Mrs.  Ray  'Tubman,  wife  of  the  manager 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Ottawa’s  largest 
cinema,  is  on  a vacation  cruise  to  South 
America. 

Gertrude  Lawrence,  English  actress  who 
recently  appeared  at  the  Ottawa  Capitol, 
spent  the  weekend  at  Rideau  Hall  as  the 
guest  of  Lord  Tweedsmuir,  governor-gen- 
eral of  Canada,  and  Lady  Tweedsmuir, 
and  was  also  entertained  by  Sir  Gerald 
Campbell,  British  high  commissioner  to 
Canada. 

B.  E.  Norrish,  managing  director  of 
Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd.,  has  been 
booked  for  an  illustrated  lecture  at  the 
National  Museum  of  Canada  on  Febru- 
ary 25. 

Luna  Park,  outdoor  amusement  park  at 
which  moving  pictures  were  once  fea- 
tured, has  been  taken  over  by  the  City  of 
Hull  for  taxes.  It  will  be  converted  into  a 
municipal  playground  and  has  been  re- 
named Moussette  Park  in  honor  of  Mayor 
Alphonse  Moussette. 

Richard  Tauber,  tenor,  was  a concert 
attraction  on  the  stage  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre Thursday  evening,  February  16,  un- 
der the  sponsorship  of  A.  Tremblay  of 
Ottawa,  the  theatre  being  rented  for  the 
occasion. 

Manager  Donat  Paquin  presented  an  at- 
tractive all-French  combination  bill  at  the 
Laurier  Theatre,  comprising  two  screen 
features,  “Prison  de  Femmes”  and  “Trois 
Artilleurs  en  Vadrouille”  and  a stage  va- 
riety program  called  “Hello  Paris,”  which 
was  presented  for  three  days. 

Frank  C.  Badgley,  director  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  bureau,  department  of  trade 
and  commerce,  has  returned  from  New 
York  where  he  discussed  plans  for  the  in- 
creased scope  of  the  bureau. 

Mike  Wilkes  of  United  Artists  Corp.  was 
in  town  to  confer  with  Manager  J.  J.  Paul 
of  the  Elgin  Theatre  on  exploitation  cam- 
paigns for  coming  attractions. 


speech  of  some  of  the  Britishers  is  ac- 
ceptable, even  in  a picture  in  which  the 
people  are  supposed  to  talk  like  Ameri- 
cans . . .” 
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THE  departure  of  the  four  Western 

Canadian  Naval  Destroyers  for  a cruise 
in  southern  waters  and  the  first  training 
program  of  the  newly  established  Fisher- 
men’s Naval  Reserve  at  Esquimalt  at- 
tracted Lucien  Roy,  Associated  Screen 
News  photographer  to  Victoria  recently. 
Roy  spent  several  days  taking  shots  of 
waterfront  activities  and  had  several  pic- 
tures published  in  local  papers. 

Patrons  of  the  Capitol  Theatre  are  be- 
coming musical-mmded.  The  showing  of 
"The  Great  Waltz”  whetted  their  appetite 
and  many  complimentary  remarks  were 
passed  about  the  melodies  heard  in  the 
picture.  Following  the  M-G-M  musical  was 
Paderewski  in  "The  Moonlight  Sonata” 
and  the  patrons  really  got  into  their  stride 
when  "Sweethearts”  was  billed  at  the 
Capitol. 

The  first  of  a series  of  “Junior  Quiz 
Programs”  was  held  on  the  Atlas  Theatre 
stage  recently  and  was  broadcast  over  the 
new  local  radio  station  by  direct  wire.  The 
programs  will  be  held  each  Saturday  and 
consist  of  a quiz  contest  between  two 
teams  from  different  Victoria  schools. 
Each  week  an  entertainer  is  engaged  to 
provide  entertainment  during  the  inter- 
mission. On  the  first  program  12-year- 
old  Louis  Denoni  played  several  accordion 
solos. 

Billed  as  the  "Best  Family  Show  in 
Months”  Grade  Fields  in  "Smiling  Along” 
and  Jane  Withers  in  "Arizona  Kid”  ap- 
pearing on  the  same  showing  at  the  Do- 
minion drew  a generous  response  from 
Victorians.  Extra  advertising  around  town 
and  a small  teaser  campaign  in  local 
papers  ballyhooed  the  show. 

Safecrackers  made  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  loot  the  safe  of  the  Dominion 
Theatre  recently.  Entry  was  gained  by  a 
skylight  . . . Johnny  Garrard  of  the  Atlas 
has  purchased  a $50  candid  camera  and 
may  now  be  seen  any  Sunday  afternoon 
snapping  pictures  along  Victoria’s  water- 
front. 

Manager  Marc  Prieswerck  of  the  Atlas 
advertised  "Dawn  Patrol”  as  the  picture 
that  exposed  the  follies  of  war.  He  re- 
ceived the  endorsement  of  the  local 
branches  of  the  C.  C.  F.,  Youth  Council, 
League  of  Nations  Society,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Book  Club,  all  of  which  recom- 
mended the  picture  to  their  members  and 
urged  them  to  see  it. 

The  management  and  staff  of  the  Do- 
minion Theatre  are  proud  of  new  three- 
sheet  panels  in  front  of  the  theatre.  Side 
panels  at  each  door  have  appropriate 
copy  for  family  business. 

A window  display  with  a local  chain 
store  tying  up  with  Valentine’s  Day  and 
bumper  strips  on  all  trucks  of  a local 
transfer  company  were  used  in  the  ad- 
vertising of  "Sweethearts”  at  the  Capitol. 
The  picture  was  held  over  for  three  days. 


Meg  to  Strayer 

Hollywood — Frank  Strayer  will  direct 
“The  Family  Next  Door”  for  Producer  Max 
Golden  at  Universal. 


A Cat  Draws  Patrons 


Saint  John — A movie-minded  pet  cat,  of 
all  things,  is  helping  Charlie  Staples  in 
exploitation  work  on  behalf  of  his  Queen 
Theatre  in  St.  Stephen,  N.  B.  There  are 
people  in  this  city  who  plan  to  visit  the 
Queen  the  next  time  they’re  in  St.  Ste- 
phen just  to  see  whether  there  is  actual 
basis  for  the  assertions  in  this  story  by 
Ian  Sclanders  in  the  Evening  Times-Globe 
“Man  on  the  Street”  column: 

“She  purrs  when  she  sees  Shirley  Tem- 
ple and  meows  at  the  players  she  doesn’t 
like.” 

“Isn’t  that  laying  it  on  a bit  thick?”  we 
asked  the  man  from  St.  Stephen  who  had 
been  telling  us  about  Minnie  the  cat. 

“No,”  he  said,  “it’s  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help 
me.” 

Minnie  the  cat,  he  testified,  is  a fat, 
sleek,  lazy  animal  that  loafs  around  the 
lobby  of  St.  Stephen’s  Queen  Hotel — loafs 
there,  that  is,  except  when  there  is  a new 
bill  at  the  Queen  Tlieatre  across  the  street. 

Each  time  the  program  changes  Minnie 
goes  to  the  show  and  watches  from  the 
front  of  the  middle  aisle. 

“She  only  goes  when  there’s  a new  bill,” 
said  the  man  from  St.  Stephen,  “and  she 
never  sits  through  the  same  picture  twice. 
Next  to  Shirley  Temple  she  likes  Mickey 
Mouse  best.” 


Will  MM  III  PEG 

gHOW  business  has  been  at  a low  dur- 
ing the  week  owing  to  the  extreme  cold 
weather.  Blizzards  resulting  in  a tieup  of 
traffic  aggravated  matters.  Forecasts  in- 
dicate no  immediate  change  in  the 
weather. 

So  bad  has  the  weather  been  that  Har- 
old Bishop,  who  is  a consistent  and 
thorough  exploiteer  of  films  had  to  forego 
publicity  he  had  lined  up  to  promote  the 
film  "Jesse  James”  which  is  playing  his 
house  this  week.  Bishop  had  prepared  a 
street  ballyhoo  consisting  of  three  riders 
who  were  to  parade  the  downtovm  streets, 
but  he  had  to  call  the  stunt  off  because 
the  idea  would  have  been  wasted  on  the 
empty  streets. 

The  coming  visit  of  the  royal  heads  of 
the  Empii’e  to  Winnipeg  should  result  in 
good  business  for  local  showmen.  Tourist 
bureaus  expect  great  throngs  of  visitors 
from  across  the  border  and  this  influx  of 
traffic  should  mean  returns  at  the  box- 
offices  of  city  houses.  Whether  or  not 
Winnipeg  houses  will  aid  plans  for  the 
forthcoming  visit  is  not  known. 

Judging  from  the  variety  of  costumes 
on  display  in  city  theatres,  local  managers 
are  not  likely  to  duplicate  the  action  of 
the  Jamaica  Theatre  owner  who  refused 
admission  to  patrons  who  were  clad  in 
siveaters  which  he  thought  was  not  suit- 
able dress  in  which  to  view  films. 

Discontinuance  of  M-G-M’s  Good  News 
radio  program  will  affect  Winnipeg  where 
the  program  has  been  heard  over  station 
CKY.  Last  week’s  show  plugged  “Hono- 
lulu” which  is  scheduled  very  soon  for 
the  Capitol. 


J)  W.  BICKLE  is  one  of  the  hardest 
working  exhibitors  in  British  Colum- 
bia, with  a publishing  business  and  two 
theatres  under  his  active  management.  He 
is  up  at  seven  every  morning,  busy  in  the 
publishing  office  all  day — with  an  hour 
off  for  a nap — and  off  to  one  of  his  the- 
atres— the  Ho  Ho  at  Cumberland,  or  the 
Bickle  in  Courtney — where  he  can  be 
found  from  the  opening  to  the  closing. 

W.  McCartie  has  leased  his  Sapperton 
Theatre  to  Harold  Tibb  whose  experience 
has  been  gained  as  projectionist  in  the 
Prinecss.  Harold  is  busy  checking  up  book- 
ing contracts  and  arranging  new  dates. 

When  Charlie  Ramage,  Metro  British 
Columbia  manager,  recently  sought  G.  G. 
Baiss,  Capitol  Theatre,  Duncan,  he  found 
him  outside,  exercising  his  horses  with  the 
aid  of  his  son,  who  is  rapidly  recovering 
from  his  injury  received  on  the  polo  field. 

A.  W.  Perry,  Canadian  general  manager 
of  Empire  Universal  Films  is  due  in  Van- 
couver early  this  week,  in  connection  with 
the  collection  drive  which  terminates  the 
end  of  April. 

Quagliotti  Romano  claims  that  he 
catches  cold  from  the  draught  coming 
through  the  cash  window  of  his  Colonial 
Theatre,  in  fact,  he  is  at  home  nursing 
one  now. 

Leo  Devaney,  Canadian  sales  manager 
for  RKO.  blew  into  Vancouver  on  a cold 
east  wind  which  he  says  has  followed  him 
all  the  way  from  Toronto. 

Babe  Corval,  B.  C.  district  manager  for 
Warner,  is  back  from  a trip  to  the  Cariboo 
and  is  thawing  out  after  experiencing  some 
50  below  temperatures  and  23  feet  of 
snow.  He  says  there  was  no  frost  in  the 
business  he  did. 

Frank  Gow,  F.  P.  theatres  manager,  is 
another  who  is  back  from  low  tempera- 
tures and  high  snow.  He  says  the  latter  is 
40  feet  deep  in  some  places  in  the 
Kootenies. 

Forecast  Million  Dollar 
Gross  for  "Pygmalion" 

New  York — “Pygmalion”  is  expected  by 
M-G-M  to  gross  $1,000,000  in  the  United 
States,  which  company  is  distributing  the 
British-made  picture  produced  by  Gabriel 
Pascal.  More  than  300,000  persons  paid  a 
total  of  approximately  $128,000  during  the 
nine  weeks  the  picture  has  played  at  the 
Astor,  a 1,000-seat  house,  at  popular  prices. 
In  its  first  week  at  the  State,  Cleveland, 
it  tallied  $18,000  and  chalked  up  about 
the  same  figure  in  Loew’s  theatre  in  Pitts- 
burgh. 

“Idiot’s  Delight”  finished  up  with  $54,000 
for  the  first  seven  days  at  the  Capitol  and 
garnered  approximately  $37,000  in  the  sec- 
ond week. 

The  opening  week  of  “Pygmalion”  at  the 
Astor  was  good  for  $14,000.  The  ninth 
week  ended  with  $12,800. 


Long-Termer  to  Kanin 

Hollywood  — Garson  Kanin,  youthful 
director  at  RKO,  has  been  handed  a new 
long-term  contract  by  the  studio. 
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Films  Nearer  to  the  Reach 
Of  Quebec's  Juveniles 


By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 
Montreal — Hope  is  welling  up  in  the 
hearts  of  the  children  of  Quebec.  Bereft 
for  nearly  12  years  of  the  most  delectable 
entertainment  known  to  the  young  of 
civilized  mankind,  they  are  now — or  so  it 
seems — within  measurable  distance  of  the 
time  when  the  doors  of  the  cinema  will 
swing  open  to  them  and  wet  Saturday 
afternoons  will  no  longer  be  dreary. 

On  January  9,  1927,  a catastrophe  oc- 
curred in  Montreal.  Seventy-nine  chil- 
dren attending  the  Laurier  Palace  cinema 
that  Sunday  afternoon,  perished  in  a panic 
which  followed  the  outbreak  of  fire.  Every 
child  in  Quebec  has  had  cause  to  remem- 
ber that  tragedy.  It  has  cast  a gloom  over 
the  young  lives  of  thousands  who  were 
then  infants  in  arms,  and  of  thousands 
more  who  were  not  even  born  when  the 
holocaust  occurred.  For  since  then  (with 
only  one  blessed  exception,  “Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs”*,  all  films  shown 
in  theatres  have  been  banned  to  children, 
and  not  till  they  reach  the  mature  age  of 
16  are  they  permitted  to  enter  the  cinema 
in  Quebec  province. 

From  Safety  to  Morals 
Promulgated  as  a safety  measure  to  pre- 
vent repetition  of  the  Laurier  Palace  dis- 
aster, the  ban  on  the  admission  of  juvenile 
Quebecers  to  motion  picture  thea'^res  has 
been  maintained  notwithstanding  the  con- 
struction of  fireproof  buildings,  but,  no 
longer  do  the  legislators  justify  its  exist- 
ence as  a measure  to  safeguard  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  the  children.  For  some  years 
every  attempt  to  have  the  law  repealed  has 
been  met  with  protests  that  motion  pic- 
tures are  harmful  to  juvenile  morals.  And 
up  till  now  that  stand  has  prevailed  de- 
spite the  fact  that  Quebec  possesses  the 
most  rigidly  severe  board  of  censors  in  the 
world — a board  which  prohibited  even 
adults  viewing  Paul  Muni’s  greatest  film, 
“The  Life  of  Emile  Zola.” 

Pressure  by  parents  and  educationists 
gradually  weakened  the  stand  of  the 
Quebec  government,  which,  as  an  act  of 
grace,  early  this  year  permitted  the  chil- 
dren of  Montreal  but  not  of  every  town  in 
the  province,  to  attend  special  cinema 
showings  of  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven 
Dwarfs.”  For  tens  of  thousands  of  chil- 
dren it  was  the  most  memorable  event  of 
their  lives.  Parents  were  delighted  at  the 
joy  it  brought  their  youngsters,  and  hopes 
were  high  that  the  treat  would  be  re- 
peated from  time  to  time.  Stern  moralists 
in  the  legislature  defeated  an  attempt  to 
modify  the  law,  but  a promise  was  extorted 
that  the  provincial  government  would  give 
the  matter  serious  study  this  autumn  and 
bring  it  up  for  further  discussion  and  deci- 
sion next  session. 

Selected  Pictures  Likely 
Already  it  has  been  intimated  from  of- 
ficial sources  that  the  law  will  be  amended 
to  some  extent  in  favor  of  the  children, 
and  it  is  practically  certain  that  next  year 
they  will  be  permitted  to  attend  selected 
pictures  classified  as  suitable  for  them. 
The  Belgian  system  of  dividing  all  pictures 
into  those  suitable  for  adults  only  and 


Promises  of  Admission 
To  Some  Shows 

Montreal — Premier  Maurice  Duplessis 
told  a delegation  from  the  provincial 
federation  of  labor  that  children  may 
be  admitted  to  Quebec  theatres  to  view 
certain  types  of  films  in  future.  At 
present  none  under  IG  may  enter  film 
shows  of  the  province. 


those  adapted  to  the  mentality  of  the 
growing  child  is  favored  by  a large  num- 
ber of  legislators,  and  is  likely  to  be 
adopted.  A private  showing  of  “Boys 
Town”  before  a gathering  of  clergy  and 
educators  is  believed  to  have  turned  the 
scale,  convincing  even  the  most  stubborn 
opponents  of  the  cinema  that  films  are 
being  produced  today  which  not  only  can- 
not harm  the  child  mind  but  combine 
amusement  with  education  while  instilling 
sound  principles  which  cannot  fail  to  bene- 
fit the  juvenile  beholder. 

Shakespeare  found  sermons  in  stones. 
Quebec  educationists  and  legislators  are 
beginning  to  discover  them  in  motion  pic- 
tures. That  is  why  the  children  of  the 
province  are  hopeful,  for  even  a sermon  in 
pictures  is  better  than  no  pictures  at  all. 

Many  Go  to  Ottawa 

Only  in  one  Quebec  town  are  the  chil- 
dren indifferent.  The  young  hopefuls  of 
Hull,  a city  of  30,000  directly  across  the 
river  from  Ottawa  have  all  along  defied 
the  Quebec  government  to  deprive  them  of 
their  right  to  visit  the  cinema.  True,  they 
are  prohibited  from  entering  any  theatre 
in  the  province.  But  Ottawa  is  only  a 
mile  across  a bridge  on  which  no  toll  is 
charged.  And  Ottawa  is  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  which  likes  to  give  children 
pleasure  and  does  not  think  the  cinema 
endangers  their  moral  welfare.  And  so 
across  the  bridge  to  Ottawa,  its  bright 
lights  and  its  theatres  the  youngsters  of 
Hull  plod  by  hundreds  every  Saturday. 

Unique  amongst  the  children  of  Quebec, 
they  possess  a knowledge  of  the  ways,  the 
woes  and  the  wiles  of  the  cinema  world. 
They  have  laughed  with  Charlie  Chaplin 
and  wept  with  ZaSu  Pitts,  voyaged  in  the 
Arctic,  traveled  through  African  deserts 
and  Indian  jungles  sailed  stormy  seas, 
braved  hurricanes,  learned  history  from 
“Robin  Hood”  and  physical  geography 
from  a host  of  adventure  films.  These  are 
the  thrills  which  thousands  of  other  chil- 
dren covet. 


New  Cassidy  Author 

Hollywood — First  of  the  veteran  series 
of  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  pictures  not  to  be 
adapted  from  original  stories  by  Clarence 
E.  Mulford  is  “The  Open  Range,”  authored 
by  J.  D.  Trop,  executive  of  Harry  Sherman 
Productions. 


Corey  Ford  to  Metro 

Hollywood — Corey  Ford  has  joined  the 
writing  staff  at  Metro. 


Veteran  Retires — 

For  15  years,  and  more,  Joseph  Ar- 
cher has  been  a familiar  sight  on  Van- 
couver Filmrow.  He  has  now  re- 
tired from  active  participation  in  the 
motion  picture  industry  to  attend  to 
his  persojial  affairs. 


p r'l  "T  ■ u! 

bai]shlms  Iwist 
American  Scene 


Bridgeport,  Conn.  — American  motion 
pictures  are  one  of  the  most  prolific 
sources  of  misunderstanding  between  the 
United  States  and  South  American  coun- 
tries, according  to  Maj.  Frederick  Dent 
Sharp  of  nearby  Fairfield. 

The  major,  now  resting  at  his  home,  is 
a former  military  attache  at  the  Ameri- 
can legations  in  Buenos  Aires,  Ascension, 
Paraguay  and  Montevideo.  He  was  United 
States  military  observer  at  the  front  dur- 
ing the  Chaco  War,  representing  this  coun- 
try on  the  neutral  military  commission 
of  the  six  countries,  Argentina,  Chile,  Uru- 
guay, Peru,  Brazil  and  the  United  States, 
which  had  its  part  in  ending  the  three- 
year  war  between  Paraguay  and  Bolivia. 
Further,  he  was  America’s  representative 
on  the  special  repatriation  commission 
which  grew  out  of  the  Buenos  Aires  con- 
ference and  drew  up  rules  and  regulations 
for  prisoners  of  the  Chaco  conflict. 

Speaking  of  Hollywood  films.  Major 
Sharp  says,  “They  misrepresent  American 
institutions  and  American  culture.  Pic- 
tures of  gangsters,  films  which  emphasize 
sex,  which  we  in  the  United  States  know 
to  be  not  general  but  merely  episodic  in 
American  culture,  are  accepted  by  South 
Americans  who  know  no  other  America  as 
characteristic  of  our  land  and  people.  They 
give  a decidedly  bad  impression  of  North 
America  and  Americans. 

“We  send  down  movies,  too,  ridiculing 
our  government  officials.  We  send  down 
movies  which  depict  every  American  as 
a millionaire,  and  altogether  our  films 
give  a false  impression  of  our  culture 
and  economy.  Such  films  are  all  right  for 
ourselves.  We  understand  them  and  can 
laugh  them  off,  but  they  should  not  be 
exported  to  be  interpreted  as  the  inher- 
encies  of  our  culture,  because  those  who 
view  them  know  nothing  of  America  and 
judge  us  by  our  films.” 
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Young  America 

RKO  (March  of  Tiine)  19  Minutes 
Mothers  and  fathers,  sensitive  to  the  in- 
fluences that  go  to  shape  the  character 
of  growing  boys,  will  not  want  to  miss 
this.  Growing  boys  probably  will  cheer  it. 
Here  is  a glowing  and  vibrant  pictorial 
dissertation  of  what  this  country’s  youth 
institutions  can  and  do  do  in  the  matter 
of  instilling  the  tenents  of  liberty,  quality, 
fraternity  as  well  as  mental  and  physical 
resourcefulness.  Most  of  this  sequence 
is  given  over  to  the  accomplishments  of 
the  Boy  Scout  movement,  in  America,  Eng- 
land and  France.  Sea  scouts  and  Cub 
scouts  also  have  their  day.  The  material 
and  editorial  craftmanship  that  has  gone 
into  its  building  makes  this  a reel  that 
every  person  with  the  full  responsibility 
of  the  future  citizenship  of  this  country 
should  look  at — and  more  than  once.  An- 
other portion  of  this  release  deals  with 
“Mexico’s  New  Crisis.”  It  is  a most  en- 
lighting  assemblage  of  facts — not  fancy — 
bearing  on  the  state  socialism  experiment 
being  conducted  by  President  Lazaro  Car- 
denas. Particular  emphasis  is  placed  on 
Mexico’s  seizures  of  American  and  British 
oil  properties,  the  story  behind  these  moves, 
and  their  effect  on  the  16  million  people 
who  inhabit  the  200,000  square  miles  just 
below  our  southern  borders. 


Always  Kickin' 

(Color  Classic  in  Technicolor) 
Paramount  7 Minutes 

Hunky  and  Spunky,  the  donkey  car- 
toon characters,  will  win  new  friends  with 
their  latest  offering.  Spunky  has  an  ap- 
pealing helplessness  about  him  which 
transmits  itself  to  sympathy  on  part  of 
the  audience.  In  this,  he  becomes  curious 
about  birds  and  attempts  to  emulate  them 
with  sad  results.  He  gains  their  friend- 
ship when  he  rescues  a young  bird  from  a 
hawk.  Spunky  follows  the  advice  of  his 
mother  and  keeps  kickin’. 


Music  Through  the  Years 

Paramount  (Headliners)  • 11  Minutes 

Those  muted  trumpets  which  have  dis- 
tinguished Jan  Garber’s  orchestra  through 
the  years  are  also  seen  in  this  entertain- 
ing musical  one-reelers.  Garber  plays  a 
popular  song  of  each  year  from  1929  on. 
Lee  Bennett  and  Phyllis  Kenny  are  the 
vocal  artists.  It  may  be  a coincidence  but 
most  of  the  song  hits  are  from  Paramount 
pictures. 


My  Friend  the  Monkey 

Paramount  (Betty  Boop)  7 Minutes 
Not  very  amusing  but  this  Betty  Boop 
cartoon  should  be  good  for  the  matinee 
trade.  Betty  takes  to  a monkey  and 
brings  it  back  to  the  apartment  to  play 
with  her  dog.  Pudgy.  The  monkey  soon 
becomes  a nuisance  and  Pudgy  finally  gets 
rid  of  it.  Pudgy  is  happy  until  Betty 
teUs  him  she  has  purchased  the  monke.v 
as  a playmate. 


Buck  Rogers 

Universal  (Serial — 12  Chap.)  21  Minutes 

This  is  the  type  of  stuff  that  fires  the 
imagination  of  the  youngsters  and  usually 
pays  dividends  at  the  boxoffice.  It’s  more 
like  an  idea  of  a script  writer’s  holiday 
with  no  restrictions  on  his  fancy.  Along 
the  lines  of  an  earlier  Buck  Rogers  se- 
rial, this  is  about  the  world  500  years 
from  now.  Buster  Crabbe  again  plays  the 
lead,  assisted  by  Jackie  Moran.  The  two, 
as  the  serial  opens,  are  in  a dirigible  that 
crashes  in  the  Arctic.  A strange  gas 
keeps  them  in  a state  of  suspended  ani- 
mation for  500  years  and  when  they  are 
revived  they  find  the  world  is  dominated 
by  a super-gangster.  Crabbe  and  Moran 
quickly  adapt  themselves  to  the  ingenuous 
contraptions  and  align  themselves  on  the 
side  of  good  against  evil.  The  serial  is 
filled  with  all  kinds  of  gadgets  that  are 
pictured  in  scientific  fantasies.  Also  in 
the  cast  are  Jack  Mulhall,  Constance 
Moore  and  Montague  Shaw. 


Hold  Your  Breath 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlights) 
Paramount  10  Minutes 

A diverting  sports  novelty  that  should 
adequately  fill  its  niche  in  the  program. 
Taken  in  Florida,  it  shows  a group  of 
talented  acquatic  youngsters  who  have  no 
difficulty  in  performing  prodigious  feats 
under  water.  They  stage  an  under-water 
track  meet  with  all  the  trimmings.  One 
can  see  a rooting  section,  press  box  and 
the  contestants  in  sprints,  hurdles,  high 
jumps  and  shot  put.  The  short  might 
have  more  zip  to  it  if  Announcer  Ted  Hus- 
ing  displayed  more  animation  in  his  de- 
livery. 


Customers  Wanted 

Paramount  (Popeye  Cartoon)  7 Minutes 

Falls  below  par  as  far  as  comedy  con- 
tent goes  for  this  series.  It  has  its  mo- 
ment, but  there  is  the  feeling  that  the 
animators  had  quite  a time  completing 
the  reel.  In  this,  Popeye  and  Bluto  oper- 
ate adjoining  penny  arcades.  When 
Wimpy  strolls  along,  both  battle  over  the 
potential  customer.  Wimpy  then  puts  up 
a sign  and  collects  admission  for  the 
rousing  struggle. 


Paramount  Pictorial 

Paramount  (No.  7)  9 Minutes 

Three  subjects  covering  a wide  range  of 
audience  interest.  The  initial  sequence  is 
a humorous  interlude  on  how  the  upper 
class  Mexican  Charro  conducts  his  own 
rodeo.  In  the  second  subject,  the  camera 
handles  the  life  story  of  a pheasant.  The 
reel  concludes  with  the  story  of  how  an 
accordion  is  constructed.  A 12-year-old 
accordion  virtuoso  demonstrates  his  tech- 
nique for  the  finish. 


The  Lone  Ranger  Rides 
Again 

(Serial — 15  Chapters) 

Republic  Chapter  I — 30  Minutes 

Yessirree,  the  Lone  Ranger  rides  again. 
Following  an  appraisal  of  the  opening 
chapter,  it  seems  that  Republic  has  turned 
out  a sequel  that  should  achieve  the  mem- 
orable success  of  its  predecessor.  It  teems 
with  outdoor  action  and  carries  on  at  a 
rapid  clip.  Robert  Livingston,  a tried  and 
true  western  star,  takes  over  the  clarion 
call  and  fills  the  saddle  of  the  Lone  Ranger 
in  a capable  manner.  From  the  former 
cast,  the  equine  star  Silver  Chief  and 
Chief  Thunder-Cloud  are  back.  Able  re- 
placements are  Duncan  Renaldo  and  J. 
Farrell  MacDonald.  In  this,  the  Lone 
Ranger  plays  a decisive  part  in  outwit- 
ting the  desperados  in  the  range  war  be- 
tween the  nesters  and  the  ranchers.  Di- 
rectors William  Witney  and  John  English 
maintain  the  tempo  in  real  western  tra- 
dition aided  by  some  nice  camera  work. 
Others  in  the  cast  are  Jinx  Falken,  Ralph 
Dunn,  William  Gould,  Rex  Lease  and  Ted 
Mapes. 


Peaceiul  Neighbors 

Columbia  (Color  Rhapsody)  8 Minutes 
There  is  a lot  of  well-defined  meaning 
behind  this  animated  subject  which  has 
the  hens  of  two  coops  misunderstanding 
each  other  and  resulting  in  warfare.  Two 
doves  of  peace  gather  their  clan  and  find 
a solution:  That  is  to  shower  kindness  and 
sweetness  on  the  innocent  participants  of 
the  fracas  and  the  idea  works  like  a 
charm.  Charles  Mintz  produced  the  sub- 
ject with  Sid  Marcus  directing.  Herb 
Rothwill  did  the  animation  with  music 
by  Joe  De  Nat. 


Inside  the  White  House 

Columbia  (Washington  Parade ) 10  Minute-, 
A visit  to  the  White  House  and  the 
famous  Blue,  Green,  Red  and  Oval  Rooms 
and  various  other  interesting  attractions 
within  the  famous  structure  of  Capitol 
Hill.  The  subject  winds  up  with  news- 
papermen, famous  correspondents  the 
world  over,  preparing  for  a press  interview 
with  the  President,  and  their  departure. 
In  line  with  Americanism,  this  subject  ac- 
tually is  a tour  of  the  White  House  and 
something  that  every  American  should  see. 
Dan  Seymour  handles  the  narrative  very 
nicely.  A worthwhile  subject,  indeed. 


Lebhar  Joins  WHN 

New  York  — Bertram  Lebhar,  former 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  for 
WMCA,  on  Monday  joins  WHN  in  a simi- 
lar capacity.  Herbert  L.  Pettey  continues 
as  director  of  WHN  station  operations. 
David  L.  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  Loew’s,  parent  company  for 
WHN.  made  the  announcement  before 
sailing  on  a six-week  cruise  to  South 
America. 
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"JESSE  JAMES"  AND  "MAMLOCK"  TOP  FILMS 


BOSTON 


Fenway— -Zaza  (Para);  Disbarred  (Para) 95 

Memorial — Guiisa  Din  (RKO)  165 

Orpheum — ISweethearts  (M-G-M);  Dr.  Mead 

(Col),  2nd  wk 90 

Metropolitan — Jes^e  James  (20th-Fox);  While 

»«’  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox)  170 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  85 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  75 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadwaj- — Service  De  I>uxe  (Univ),  1st  half..  75 
Broadway — Off  the  Record  (WB),  2nd  half... 100 

Carolina — Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  110 

Imperial — There  Goes  My'  Heart  (UA),  1st  half.  90 
Imperial — Thanks  for  Everything;  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  half  90 

State — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox), 

1st  half  100 

State — Desert  Patrol  (Rep),  2nd  halt 110 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Out  West  With  the  Hardys  (M-G-M). 

3rd  loop  wk 80 

Chicago — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  stage  show; 

film  moved  to  Garrick  for  3rd  loop  wk 100 

Garrick — The  Eady  Vanishes  (GB) 85 

Oriental — Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep);  Ar- 
rest Bulldog  Drummond  (Para);  stage  show..  85 
Palace — Giinga  Din  (RKO),  stage  show,  held 

2nd  wk 125 

Roosevelt — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  80 

State-Lake — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para),  plus 

stage  show 80 

United  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  held 
2nd  wk 125 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA),  held 130 

Capitol — .Jesse  .James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 130 

Grand — Kentuck.v  (20th-Fox).  6th  wk 130 

Keith’s— Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Lyric — Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  110 

Shubert — Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  130 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  W’k 120 

City — Professor  JIamlock  (Amkino),  broke 

record  _ 260 

Hippodrome — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) . .100 
Palace — Devil’s  Island  (WB);  Stage:  Black- 
stone,  the  magician  headlining  a vaude- 
ville hill  115 

State — Trade  Winds  (UA)  80 

Stillman — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk....l30 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Forbidden  Adventure  (SR) 150 


Majestic — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para), 

4 days;  balance  of  wk.  Lunt  & Fontaine 

on  stage  199 

Melba — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 110 

Palace — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  125 

Tow'er — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 150 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 


at  the  Denver  150 

Broadway — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  Vaca- 
tion From  Love  (M-G-M),  after  a wk.  at 

the  Orpheum  119 

Denham — Paris  Hone.vmoon  (Para)  135 

Denver — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 90 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  180 

Paramount — There’s  That  Woman  Again 

(Col);  Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col) 110 

Rialto — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk.  at 
Denver  and  two  w’eeks  at  the  Aladdin; 
Adventure  in  Sahara  (Col)  110 

DETROIT 

Adams — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  after  wk.  at 

Fox;  Road  Demon  (20th-Fox) 160 

Cinema — The  39  Steps  (GB),  2nd  wk; 

Mayerling  (SR),  2nd  wk 120 

Fox — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  100 

Michigan — Trade  W’inds  (UA) ; Burn  ’Em 

Lp  O’Connor  (M-G-M)  130 

Palms  State — Disbarred  (Para);  I Am  a 

Criminal  (Mono)  100 

United  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Federal  Man  Hunt  (Rep);  Shine  On 

Harvest  Moon  (Rep)  100 

Circle — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 90 

Indiana — Jesse  .James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 

Loew’s — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  90 

Lyric — The  Arizona  B ildcat  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  85 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk., 

held  4th  18^0 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Professor  Mamlock — Cleveland. .360 


Jesse  James — Pittsburgh 260 

Gunga  Din  (2nd  wk.) — Los 
Angeles  200 

Idiot’s  Delight — New  York  City. .185 

Gunga  Din — Denver  180 

Idiot’s  Delight  (dual) — Los 

Angeles  175 

Jesse  James — Minneapolis 175 

Jesse  James  (dual) — Boston 170 

Jesse  James — Detroit  160 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Grand  Illusion,  22nd  wk..  New  York  City. 

l\vffiiiaUon,  9th  wk.,  New  York  City;  7th 
wk.,  Eos  Angeles. 

Moonlight  Sonata,  8th  and  final  wk., 
Kansas  City. 

The  Lady  Vanishes,  7th  wk.,  New  York 
City. 

Kentucky,  6th  wk.,  Cincinnati;  4th  wk., 
Denver. 

Jesse  James,  4th  wk..  New  York  City, 
Portland,  Ore.,  Salt  Lake  City;  3rd  wk., 
Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Dallas,  Kansas  City, 
New  Haven  and  Oklahoma  City. 

A Man  to  Remember,  4th  wk.,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Out  West  AVith  the  Hardys,  3rd  wk., 
Chicago. 


Midland — Topi>er  Takes  a Trip  (UA) ; Burn 

’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M)  90 

Newman — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) ....  85 
Orpheum — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) ; 

Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  75 

Tower — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  95 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  120 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  While  New 

York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox)  175 

Downtown — Thej'  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

2nd  wk 100 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  7th  wk 100 

Hlllstreet — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 200 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 200 

Paramount — Zaza  (Para),  stage  show,  2nd  wk. . 75 
State — Same  as  Chinese  175 

MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Grand  Illusion  (M-G-M) 140 

Palace — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Vacation  From 

Love  (M-G-M)  145 

Riverside — The  Last  Warning  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  125 

Strand — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Going  Places  (FN)  85 

Warner — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB)  150 


Wisconsin — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk...l25 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) ; News- 
boys’ Home  (Univ)  100 

Century — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  ...100 

Gopher — Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  100 

Orpheum — The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA)...100 

State — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  175 

Time — Paroled  From  the  Big  House  (SR) 100 

World — ^A  Man  to  Remember  (RKO),  4th  wk. . .150 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  Vaeation 


From  Love  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 

Loew-Poli — Honolulu  (M-G-M) ; Homioide 

Bureau  (Col)  125 


Paramount— The  Beaehoomber  (Para); 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox),  7%  days 150 

Roger  Sherman— Dark  Journey  (UA) ; Off  the 
Record  (WB)  86 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Liberty — Smashing  the  Spy  King  (Col) 80 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  150 

Regent — Frankenstein,  Dra<‘ula  (Univ), 

2nd  run  85 

Saenger — Jesse  James  {20th-Fox) 150 

State — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  125 

Tudor — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 85 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  9th  'wk 115 

Capitol — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  185 

Criterion — Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep)  75 

Globe — La<ly  Vanishes  (20th-Fox),  7th  wk 115 

Paramount — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  show  lOn 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Gunga  Din  (RKO), 

2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  125 

Rivoli — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  2nd  wk. . . 65 
Roxy — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk., 

plus  stage  show  110 

Strand — AVings  of  the  Navy  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  125 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Trade  W’inds  (UA)  110 

Liberty — Pacific  Liner  (RKO);  Arrest  Bulldog 

Drummond  (Para),  4 days  90 

Liberty — Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox); 
Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox), 

3 days  100 

Midwest — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 100 

Plaza— Birth  of  a Baby  (Special),  2nd  wk 75 

State—There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 100 

Tower — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 110 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO); 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col) 100 

Omaha — Off  the  Record  (WB);  Arizona 

Wildcat  (20th-Fox)  140 

Orpheum — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Thanks  for  Everytliing  (20th-Fox)  145 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Beachcomber  (Para),  2nd  wk 75 

Boyd — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Earle — ^Bloiidie  (Col)  and  stage  show  featuring 

Russ  Morgan’s  Orchestra  90 

Fox — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 70 

Karlton — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB),...100 

Keith's — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  105 

Stanley — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  165 

Stanton — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox)..  70 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Jesse  .James  (20th-Fox)  260 

Barry — Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  ; I Demand 

Payment  (Monarch)  75 

Fulton — Little  Women  (RKO),  reissue; 

Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO) 70 

Penn — ^Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  135 

Senator — Son  of  Frankenstein  (LTniv),  2nd 

d.  t.  wk 65 

Stanley — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO), 

Russ  Morgan  stage  show  70 

Warner — Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para); 

Tom  .Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 65 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Topper  Take  a Trip  (UA); 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  150 

Mayfair- — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  Torchy 

Gets  Her  Man  (WB).  4th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB);  King 

of  the  Underworld  (WB)  100 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO);  Tom  Sawyer, 

Detective  (Para)  140 

United  Artists — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M); 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 125 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 115 

Paramount — The  Beachcomber  (Para)  100 

Roxy — Man’s  Castle  (Col);  The  Shadow 

(GN),  and  vaudeville  100 

Studio — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 100 

Utah — Smashing  the  Si>y  Ring  (Col); 

^There’s  That  AA^omaii  Again  (Col) 100 

Victory — Service  DeLuxe  (RKO);  Western 

Jamboree  (Rep)  100 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  90 

Columbia — Kentucky  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run 85 

Earle — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  125 

Keith’s — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 125 

Metropolitan — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB), 

2nd  wk 110 

Palace — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  110 
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P R A C T I C A L IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Smashing  Idea  for 
"Devil's  Island" 

Allentown,  Pa. — A rather  smashing  idea 
was  used  by  Leo  Trainor,  manager  of  the 
Rialto,  to  put  over  “Devil’s  Island.”  A 
brick  with  a note  attached  reading  “Warn- 
ing, Do  Not  Show  This  Picture  As  It  Tells 
Secrets  Against  Our  Country  and  Devil’s 
Island:  So  We  Warn  You — signed  Brother 
of  the  Son  of  France.”  was  thrown  through 
a plate  window. 

The  stunt  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
police,  made  the  news  section  of  the  local 
papers  and  earned  comment  over  the  local 
radio  station. 

In  addition,  two  boys  carrying  two  eight- 
foot  cutouts  of  Karloff  in  chains  were  in- 
structed to  walk  in  the  car  tracks  and  stop 
and  rest  for  five  minutes  at  each  corner. 

The  phrase,  “The  Whole  Uncensored 
Story,”  was  played  up  in  the  advertising. 

Trainor  also  cooperated  with  Ed  Rosen- 
baum, Columbia  exploiteer,  to  put  over  a 
campaign  on  “There’s  That  Woman 
Again,”  in  which  a girl  from  a local  dra- 
matic school  was  dressed  a la  Sherlock 
Holmes.  She  walked  around  peering  into 
store  windows.  A sign  on  her  back  had 
title  and  playdate.  A contest  was  held 
on  the  local  radio  station  on  the  best 
subject,  “Do  Women  Make  the  Best  De- 
tectives?” 

Crossword  Puzzle  Contest 
Is  Conducted  in  Detroit 

Detroit — A contest  for  theatre  patrons 
who  are  also  crossword-puzzle  fans,  was 
worked  out  by  Louis  Goodman,  manager  of 
Wisper  & Wetsman’s  Piccadilly  Theatre. 
Tlie  blank  puzzle  was  published  in  the  lo- 
cal neighborhood  newspaper. 

A 10x11  inch  square  puzzle  was  used, 
with  the  name  of  the  theatre  in  the  form 
of  a cross  in  the  center.  Other  words 
were  filled  in  by  the  contestant.  Some  800 
replies  were  received.  Prizes  were  awarded 
to  those  who  correctly  filled  in  puzzles  and 
who  wrote  most  convincingly  in  one  sen- 
tence why  they  patronize  neighborhood 
theatres. 


Four  National  Tieups  Set 
To  Break  on  WB  Film 

New  York — Warner  has  arranged  four 
national  tieups  with  manufacturers  on 
“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,”  scheduled 
to  break  nationally  in  newspapers,  maga- 
zines and  stores  simultaneously  with  the 
national  release  of  the  film  February  25. 

Auto-Lite  Spark  Plug  Corp.,  Buick  cars, 
Artplus  Hosiery  and  Hartmann  luggage 
are  the  companies  which  are  exploiting 
the  film  through  their  own  advertising 
campaigns.  Colorful  window  and  lobby  dis- 
plays are  available  in  all  cases. 


"Queen  of  Glamor"  Stunt 
Pushes  "Pygmalion" 

Chicago — One  of  the  promotions  used 
by  Norman  Pyle  of  M-G-M  and  Eddie 
Levin  of  B&K  to  publicize  “Pygmalion” 
at  the  Apollo  Theatre  was  a city-wide 
hunt  for  Chicago’s  “queen  of  glamor.” 
The  contest,  conducted  by  the  Chicago 
Herald  & Examiner,  ran  daily  for  ten 
days  in  advance  of  the  showing. 

A photographer  for  the  paper  took  ran- 
dom shots  at  ballrooms,  theatres,  railroad 
stations,  stores,  and  other  gathering  places 
in  the  city.  A “glamor  committee”  then 
selected  girls  out  of  the  groups  photo- 
graphed. The  girls  chosen  were  identified 
Vvith  the  “circle  of  charm,”  and  the  pic- 
tures printed  in  daily  editions  of  the 
Herald  & Examiner.  The  girls,  whose  pic- 
tures were  circled,  automatically  became 
candidates  for  the  glamor  girl  title  after 
they  had  identified  themselves  at  the 
newspaper  office. 

Every  story  on  the  contest  plugged  the 
film  and  the  opening  date. 


Jam  Sessions  Click 

Detroit — Jitterbug  contests  at  the  Ra- 
mona, Annex  and  Regent  theatres  and  the 
city-wide  finals  at  the  Broadway-Capitol 
proved  so  lucrative  for  United  Detroit  The- 
atres, that  the  circuit  is  starting  a new 
series. 

NUGGETS 


MAMMOTH  outdoor  sign  painted  in 
soft  coal  dust  over  virgin  snow  near 
a point  on  the  roads  to  Colorado’s  motm- 
tain  winter  playgrounds  where  three  prom- 
inent highways  converge,  drew  attention 
to  “Gunga  Din,”  in  advance  of  its  show- 
ing at  the  Orpheum,  Denver. 

• 

A candid  camera  contest  was  held  by  A. 
Simon,  manager  of  the  Inwood,  Forest 
Hills,  L.  I.,  in  conjunction  with  the  show- 
ing of  "sharpshooters.”  Photos  of  the  en- 
trants were  displayed  in  the  lobby  attrac- 
ing  considerable  attention. 


A special  section  was  devoted  to  War- 
ner’s “Lincoln  in  the  White  House,”  short 
subject  in  the  February  11  issue  of  Scho- 
lastic, national  high  school  weekly. 


Special  copies  of  the  Rochester  Evening 
News  contained  complete  lineups  of  the 
Lacrosse  game  unth  "Duke  of  West  Point” 
copy  on  the  front  page  and  were  distribu- 
ted to  3,000  fans  at  the  match.  The  stunt 
was  arranged  by  Lester  Pollock,  manager 
of  Loew’s,  through  a circulation  depart- 
ment tieup. 


Airline  Tieup  Boost 
For  "Stagecoach" 

Miami — Tieups  with  Eastern  Airlines, 
plugging  the  idea  of  “Then  and  Now” 
in  transportation  were  used  to  the  hilt 
by  Sonny  Shepherd  in  promoting  the  world 
premiere  of  “Stagecoach”  at  the  Lincoln 
Theatre. 

Attractive  girls,  wearing  the  originals 
of  costumes  in  this  period  production,  were 
used  in  shots  made  at  Eastern  Airlines 
Miami  port  paired  with  girls  in  modern 
costumes  as  a part  of  the  “Then  and 
Now”  theme. 

Persons  throughout  the  area  who  had 
either  driven  or  ridden  in  the  old  stage 
coaches  were  sought  out  and  given  rides 
over  the  city  in  Eastern  Airlines  planes, 
and  were  guests  of  the  management  at  the 
initial  showing  of  the  film. 

Neat  publicity  was  also  secured  with 
Hialeah  Park  by  having  a featured  race  on 
Friday  named  the  “Stagecoach.”  The  usual 
fanflare  with  floodlights  and  celebrities 
announced  via  loudspeaker  as  they  entered 
the  theatre  were,  of  course,  employed. 


Spirited  Campaign  Tops 
Record  for  Theatre 

Philadelphia — 'The  Liberty  Theatre  broke 
its  house  record  with  “Submarine  Patrol” 
as  a result  of  Bill  Lafferty’s  spirited  cam- 
paign. 

He  promoted  a radio  broadcast  of  dia- 
logue from  the  picture;  boosted  the  pa- 
triotism angle  by  getting  the  American 
Legion  to  sponsor  a benefit  performance, 
and  presenting  the  Legion  library  with 
copies  of  “Splinter  Fleet,”  book  on  which 
the  picture  was  based,  and  got  the  book 
serialized  in  advance  in  a neighborhood 
newspaper. 

He  instigated  a “Man-in-the-street” 
feature  in  one  of  the  city’s  largest  pa- 
pers in  which  persons  were  asked,  “Do 
you  favor  a strong  navy?”  Lafferty  him- 
self was  one  of  the  persons  whose  re- 
sponse was  printed.  He  discussed  the 
“splinter  fleet.” 


"Roll-King"  Skates  Used 
By  Over  100  Houses 

Chicago — More  than  100  theatres  are 
offering  the  “Roll-King”  skate  deal  for 
children,  which  is  distributed  by  Inter- 
national Enterprises  here.  Bob  Hartman, 
head  of  International,  announces  that  his 
concern  is  planning  an  extensive  promo- 
tion campaign  in  connection  with  the  Roll- 
King  and  other  premiums  which  he  dis- 
tributes. 

Hartman  is  enlarging  facilities  of  In- 
ternational Enterprises  here  to  handle 
extra  business. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


^leazlna  -tjouse 

• Classiiied  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


NEED  EQUIPMENT?  BUY  ON  TIME! 
New  easy-payment  plan  open  to  reliable 
exhibitors.  Send  for  free  catalog  and  save 
money!  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation;  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


BARGAIN — Complete  Cincinnati  time 
recorder  soimd  equipment.  Includes  double 
channel  amplifier,  complete  sound  heads, 
2 G.E.  H.P.  motors.  Almost  new.  Now 
in  operation.  May  be  heard.  Eden  Thea- 
tre, 782  E.  McMillan  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


TWO  REBUILT  PEERLESS  LAMPS 
with  New  Style  Conversion  Units  and  two 
New  30-ampere  rectifiers,  complete:  $300; 
also  400  factory  rebuilt  and  refinished 
veneer  chairs.  SOUTHERN  THEATRE 
SUPPLY  CO.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


ONE  PAIR  SIMPLEX  projectors  DB 
movement,  5-point  pedestal.  Strong  reflec- 
tor lamps  with  RCA  sound  heads.  Will 
trade  for  one  pair  semi-professional  Sim- 
plex arc  light  projectors.  Ivan  Rouse,  3143 
Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — Two  6B  Powers  machines, 
complete,  good  condition — $125.  Plaza, 
Kaufman,  Tex. 


THEATRE  SIGNS 


ATTENTION  STAR  THEATRE  OWN- 
ERS; Large  neon  Star  Theatre  sign  for 
sale  cheap.  Star  Theatre,  Sutherland,  Neb. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


WANTED — Good  used  upholstered  seats. 
Goodall  Electric  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ogal- 
lala.  Neb. 


HOW  MUCH  WILL  YOU  SPEND  FOR 
GOOD  USED  CHAIRS?  14,281  used  ve- 
neer and  upholstered  seats  from  75c. 
Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  HI. 


POPCORN 


POPCORN  AND  COMPLETE  SUPPLIES. 
Also  new  machines.  We  specialize  in  serv- 
ing the  theatre  trade.  Write  Indiana 
Popcorn  Co.,  Muncie,  Ind. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  roUs,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


BOOKS 


FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Operating  rights  on  three 
theatres  in  Middletown,  Conn.  “Closed 
town.”  Population  and  drawing  power 
about  50,000.  Internal  corporate  friction 
requires  public  sale  on  April  11  at  Capitol 
Theatre,  Main  Street,  Middletown,  at  2 
P.  M.  Appraisal  value  for  Court — $93,000. 
Terms  upon  request.  William  L.  Hadden, 
Receiver,  129  Church  St.,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED — Theatres  in  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Kentucky.  Towns  1,500  or  over. 
Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  Virginia,  HI. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  (experienced) — Every 
state,  movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518 
State  Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

FILM  SALESMEN — Side  line  leases  on 
sight:  50%  commission.  Write  S.G.A.,  1303 
S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  HI. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 


PROJECTIONIST — Fifteen  years’  expe- 
rience; will  go  anywhere;  married.  Pro- 
jectionist, 4008  Clarendon  St.,  Chicago,  HI. 

YOUNG  MAN  desires  to  learn  operator’s 
trade,  for  specializing  thoroughly  in  mo- 
tion picture  projection  equipment.  To 
start,  will  sacrifice  salary  for  an  oppor- 
tunity. Single,  sincere,  reliable,  courteous, 
excellent  character  and  pleasing  personal- 
ity. B-1093,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

EXCELLENT  all-around  theatre  man. 
Experience  in  all  departments.  Young, 
married,  reliable,  honest.  References. 
Showcards,  banners.  B-1092,  Boxoffice, 
4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Read  the 
Clearing  House 
for 

Equipment 

Bargains 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT'S 

^^TUNES^^ 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 
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Columbia 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara.  .9028.  . (67) Nov.  16 

Drama.  French  Porel^  Legionnaires  turn  on  a 
cruel  leader,  forcing  his  withdrawal  by  authori- 
ties. Paul  Kelly,  C.  Henry  Gordon.  Lorna  Gray. 
Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Blondie.  .9011. . (72)  Nov.  30 

Comedy.  Based  on  the  Chic  Young  comic  strip. 
Protecting  his  job,  Dagwood  gets  Into  a marital 
mlxup  seeking  a contract.  Penny  Singleton. 
Arthur  Lake,  Larry  Slirtms.  Director:  Frank 
R.  Strayer. 

California  Frontier.  .8206.  . (67)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Jones  thwarts  a gang  who  steal  the 
land  of  Spaniards  during  the  California  gold 
rush  days.  Buck  Jones.  Carmen  Bailey.  Direc- 
tor: Elmer  Clifton. 

Colorado  Trail  (formerly  West  of  Santa 

Fe).  .8208.  .(67)  Sept.  8 

Western.  A cowboy  exposes  a crooked  cattle 
dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own  father. 
Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Convicted . . 8039 . . (58 ) Aug.  18 

Action  Drama.  The  sister  of  a man  convicted 
of  murder  on  circumstantial  evidence  turns 
night  club  entertainer  and  unearths  the  real 
criminal.  Rita  Hayworth,  Charles  Quigley.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday . .9021 ..  (61) Oct.  6 

Melodrama.  A prosecuting  attorney  uses  a friend 
as  bait  to  catch  a mob  racketeer,  the  friend 
almost  losing  his  life.  Jack  Holt,  Marcia  Ral- 
ston. Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Flight  to  Fame  (formerly  Wings  of  Doom) 

9026..  (67)  Oct.  12 

Action  Drama.  An  electronic  death-ray  for  war 
planes  gets  into  the  wrong  hands  and  the 
demonstration  fails,  but  the  party  responsible 
for  the  tampering  is  caught.  Charles  Farrell, 
Jacqueline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman. 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (formerly  California 

Cavalcade) . .9212. . (54)  Jan.  19 

Western.  An  army  major  is  sent  to  investigate 
the  activities  of  a gang  of  crooks  exploiting 
land  owners,  the  trouble  starting  when  South- 
ern California  came  under  U.  S.  rule.  Bill  El- 
liott, Luana  Alcaniz,  Charles  King.  Director: 
Joseph  Levering. 

Girls’  School.  .8012.  . (73)  Sept.  30 

Drama.  A succession  of  events  following  the  ex- 
pulsion from  school  of  a girl  for  an  all  night 
escapade.  Anne  Shirley,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Nan 
Grey.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Gladiator,  The.  .8011.  . (72)  Aug.  16 

Comedy.  Joe  Brown  returns  to  college  after 
12  years  and  becomes  the  butt  of  the  college 
until  a professor  who  has  been  perfecting  a 
strength-giving  serum  uses  him  as  a subject, 
and  Joe  becomes  a super-man  of  strength.  Joe 
E.  Brown,  Man  Mountain  Dean,  June  Travis. 
Director:  Edward  Sedgwick. 

I Am  the  Law.  .8005.  . (99) Sept.  2 

Drama.  A professor  of  law  gets  a year’s  leave 
of  absence,  and  Instead  of  taking  a vacation 
turns  militant  prosecuting  attorney  and  cleans 
up  the  city.  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Barbara 
O'Neil.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Homicide  Bureau.  .9035.  . (.59)  Jan.  5 

Drama.  An  expose  of  the  Junk  Dealers  Racket, 
in  which  the  head  of  the  Citizen’s  League  Is 
involved.  Bruce  Cabot,  Rita  Hayworth.  Direc- 
tor: C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Juvenile  Court .. 8026 ..( 61 ) Sept.  15 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  east  side  roughnecks  are 
finally  Influenced  to  join  a club  organized  to 
help  the  boys  overcome  their  environment.  Paul 
Kelly,  Rita  Hayworth,  Frankie  Darro  and  His 
Gang.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Lady  Objects,  The.  .8016. . (67)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  The  story  of  a successful  woman  law- 
yer whose  husband  fails  as  an  architect  in  the 
business  world.  She  giyes  up  the  career  to  go 
to  his  defense  when  he  Is  accused  of  murder. 
Lanny  Ross,  Gloria  Stuart,  Joan  Marsh.  Di- 
rector: Erie  C.  Kenton. 

I,aw  of  the  Texan.  .8285. . (57) Oct.  24 

We.stern.  A Texas  Ranger,  assigned  to  stop  a 
crew  of  border  thiev'es,  pretends  to  get  fired  for 


insubordination  and  heads  across  the  border 
where  he  joins  the  outlaw  band,  and  captures 
the  leader.  Buck  Jones,  Dorothy  Fay,  Ken- 
neth Harlan,  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Little  Adventuress  (formerly  Thoroughbred) 

9020  . (62)  Oct.  24 

Action  Drama.  Wonder  Horse  Is  entered  In  a 
race  after  the  owners  pawn  all  their  possessions 
to  raise  the  necessary  entry  fee.  Edith  rides 
the  horse  and  wins.  Edith  Fellows,  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Cliff  Edwards.  Director:  D.  Ross  Leder- 
man. 

Lone  Wolf  Sp.v  Hunt  (formerly  Lone  Wolf’s 

Daughter) ..  (67)  Jan.  27 

Melodrama.  The  Lone  Wolf,  forced  to  aid  an 
international  espionage  ring  in  stealing  anti- 
aircraft gun  pians,  escapes  and  helps  the  law 
round  up  the  gang.  Warren  William,  Ida  Lu- 
pine, Rita  Hayworth.  Director:  Peter  Godfrey. 

Phantom  Gold  (formerly  Gold  Rush  Days) 

82 13..  (56)  Aug.  31 

Western.  Luden  and  his  pals  accidentally  dis- 
cover a rich  gold  claim  in  a town  run  by  a 
gang  of  outlaws,  and  there  is  much  gunplay 
before  they  win  the  claim.  Jack  Luden.  Direc- 
tor: Joseph  Levering. 

Pioneer  Trail.  .8212.  . (55)  July  16 

Western.  A Texas  cowboy  captures  a band  of 
outiaws  and  their  leader  after  they  seize  his 
herd  of  cattle.  Jack  Luden,  Joan  Barclay, 
Slim  Whittaker.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Reformatory.  .8025.  . (61)  July  21 

Action  Drama.  Jack  Holt  puts  a boys’  reforma- 
tory on  an  honor  system  and  makes  It  work. 
Jack  Holt,  Bobby  Jordan,  Frankie  Darro.  Di- 
rector: Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Rio  Grande.  .9202.  . (57) Dec  8 

Western  The  hero  helps  the  girl  find  her  broth- 
er’s killer,  and  saves  the  cattle  from  being  stolen. 
Charles  Starrett,  Ann  Doran.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring.  .9015.  . (63) Dec.  29 

Melodrama.  An  F.B.I.  man  impersonates  an 
inventor  of  a gas  formula  to  smash  a powerful 
spy  ring.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Fay  Wray,  Regis 
Toomey.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

South  of  Arizona.  .8207.  . (56)  July  28 

Western.  Charles  Starrett  exposes  cattle  rust- 
lers and  captures  the  heart  of  Iris  Meredith. 
Charles  Starrett.  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  The  (formerly 

Outside  the  Law) . .9022.  . (66) Dec.  15 

Drama.  A crusading  surgeon  fights  prejudice 
and  ignorance  to  implant  modern  medical  aids 
in  a mountaineer  community.  Jack  Holt,  Bev- 
erly Roberts,  Noah  Beery  Jr.  Director:  Lewis 
D.  Collins. 

Stranger  From  Arizona.  .8284. . (66) Sept.  22 

Western.  A railroad  detective  solves  the  mys- 
terious disappearance  of  cattle  cars.  Buck 
Jones,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town.  .9050. . (63) Dec.  1 

Comedy  Melodrama.  Ranch  owners  blame  each 
other  for  cattle  rustling,  but  a third  party  turns 
out  to  be  responsible.  Billy  Curtis,  Yvonne 
Moray.  Director:  Sam  Newfleld. 

Texas  Stampede.  . 9204 ..(.. ) Feb.  9 

Western.  A sheriff  risks  his  life  trying  to  make 
peace  between  the  sheep  raisers  and  cowmen 
of  his  town.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith. 
Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

There’s  That  Woman  Again.  .9006.  . (70)  ..  .Dec.  24 
Comedy  Mystery.  A sequel  to  ’’There’s  Always 
a Woman,"  In  which  a husband-wife  detective 
team  solves  a series  of  baffling  jewel  robberies. 


Melvyn  Douglas,  Virginia  Bruce.  Director: 
Alexander  Hall. 

Thundering  West.  .9203.  . (67) Jan.  12 


Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 
and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett, Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe.  .9201.  . (67) Oct.  3 

Western.  A young  cowboy  exposes  a crooked 
cattle  dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own 
father.  Charles  Starrett.  Director:  Sam  Nelson, 
queline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  Jr. 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  Yon.  .9101 

(127)  fj Sept.  29 


Comedy.  The  story  of  an  eccentric  household 
who  enjoy  life  by  following  their  artistic  in- 
clinations. The  granddaughter  fails  in  love  with 
a millionaire's  son,  whose  parents  disapprove, 
liut  grandfather  breaks  down  the  barriers.  Jean 
Arthur,  James  Stewart,  Lionel  Barrymore.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Capra. 


First  National 

Amazing  Dr.  Clitterhouse,  The.  .262.  . (85)  July  30 
Melodrama.  A physician  Intent  upon  writing  a 
treatise  on  criminal  psychology,  becomes  a 
criminal  and  winds  up  on  trial  for  murder. 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  Claire  Trevor,  Humphrey 
Bogart.  Director:  Anatole  Litvak. 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces.  .351.  . (68) Nov.  26 

Action  Drama.  An  underworld  character,  doom- 
ed to  the  electric  chair,  receives  spiritual  re- 
generation through  a parish  priest,  who  per- 
suades him  to  die  “yellow”  as  an  object  les- 
son to  hero-worshiping  youngsters.  James  Cag- 
ney, Pat  O’Brien,  “Dead  End”  Kids.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Broadway  Musketeers. . 368. . (62) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A young  woman  fancies  herself  in  love 
with  a gambier  and  gives  up  her  husband  and 
baby  to  marry  him.  Margaret  Lindsay,  Ann 
Sheridan,  Richard  Bond.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

t'oinet  Over  Broadway.  .370.  . (69) Dec.  3 

Drama.  A Cosmopolitan  story  by  Faith  Bald- 
win, the  plot  deals  with  mother  love,  burning 
ambition  and  sacrifice.  Kay  Francis,  Ian  Hun- 
ter. John  LItel.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Four  Daughters.  .359.  . (90)  Sept.  24 

Romantic  Drama.  Four  sisters  are  in  love  with 
a music  student  who  lives  in  their  household, 
but  the  one  he  really  loves  marries  another. 
Prisciila,  Rosemary  and  Loia  Lane.  Gale  Page, 
Jeffery  Lynn.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Garden  of  the  Moon.  .358. . (74) Oct.  1 

Musical  Comedy.  A bitter  feud  is  waged  be- 
tween an  orchestra  leader  and  the  manager  of 
a world-famed  dancing  spot,  in  which  the  for- 
mer perpetrates  a colossal  hoax  on  the  latter, 
with  the  aid  of  a girl  press  agent  for  the  night 
spot.  John  Payne,  Margaret  Lindsay,  Pat 
O’Brien.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Girls  on  Probation .. 369. . (63) Oct.  22 

Melodrama.  With  a “crime  does  not  pay” 
theme,  in  which  a good  girl  Is  thrown  into  the 
company  of  a bad  girl  and  gets  herself  a prison 
record.  Jane  Bryan,  Ronald  Reagan,  Sheila 
Bromley.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Going  Places.  .359.  . (84)  Dec.  31 

Comedy  with  Music.  A humble  clerk  poses  as  a 
famous  rider  at  a society  steeplechase  to  pro- 
mote business  for  his  boss,  but  is  forced  to  ride 
and  win  the  race  in  order  to  win  the  girl.  Dick 
Powell,  Anita  Louise.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Heart  of  the  North .. 362 ..  (74)  © Dec.  10 

Action  Drama.  A Canadian  Mountle  finds  the 
real  thief  after  the  girl’s  father  is  accused  of 
stealing  a ship’s  cargo  of  furs  and  miners’  gold. 
Dick  Foran,  Jane  Chapman.  Patrlc  Knowles. 
Director:  Lew  Seiler. 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter,  .372.  . (67) Feb.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A girl,  the  ward  of  a wealthy 
woman,  is  held  for  the  woman’s  murder,  but 
Nancy  finds  the  real  culprit.  Bonita  Granville. 
John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Penrod’s  Double  Trouble.  .276.  . (60) July  23 

Comedy.  Penrod  stows  away  in  the  basket  of 
a barnstormer’s  balloon  at  a county  fair  and  is 
carried  away.  A sideshow  operator  tries  unsuc- 
cessfully to  palm  off  his  assistant  as  the  miss- 
ing boy.  Billy  Mauch,  Boiiby  Mauch,  Dick 
Purcell.  Gene  Lockhart.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Torohy  Blane  in  Chinatown . . 371 ..  (58)  ....  Feb.  4 
Action  Drama.  Torchy  Blane  solves  the  Oriental 
murder  mystery  of  tliree  men  who  had  received 
death  threats.  Glenda  Farrell,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  William  Beaudine. 

Secrets  of  an  Actress ..  365 ..( 70) Sept.  10 

Drama.  An  actress,  through  the  help  of  a pro- 
ducer, becomes  a Broadway  star,  and  Is  soon 
threatened  with  an  alienation  of  affections  suit 
by  the  gold-digger  wife  of  another  man.  but  the 
producer  aids  in  straightening  out  matters.  Kay 
Francis.  George  Brent,  Ian  Hunter,  Gloria 
Dickson.  Director:  William  Keighley. 
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Gaumont  British 

Asking*  for  Trouble  (formerly  Climbing 

High) Dec.  1 

Comedy.  Romance  blossoms  for  a wealthy 
young  man  whose  car  strikes  an  artists’  model. 
The  girl  repells  him  at  first  but  he  finally  wins 
her.  Jessie  Matthews,  Michael  Redgrave.  Di- 
rector : Carol  Reed. 

Chicago  Ben..  (93) 

Comedy.  A porter,  mistaken  aboard  an  Atlantic 
liner  for  the  tutor  of  a Chicago  millionaire’s 
son,  conceals  his  identity  when  he  learns  of  a 
kidnap  plot.  Complications  develop  when  he  is 
made  the  kidnap  suspect.  Edgar  Kennedy,  Will 
Hay,  Tommy  Bupp.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Convict  99..  (80) — 

Comedy.  A jobless  schoolmaster  is  mistaken  for 
a tough  Australian  and  made  governor  of  a 
prison,  where  the  convicts  force  him  into  mak- 
ing reforms.  The  climax  comes  when  a convict 
escapes  and  forges  a check  in  Hay’s  name,  the 
latter  thereby  facing  a prison  sentence,  but  the 
convicts  come  to  the  rescue.  - Will  Hay,  Graham 
Moffatt.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Crime  Over  London . . 8007 . . ( 63) Aug.  15 

Action  Drama.  The  activities  of  a gang  of 
killers  terrorizing  London  comes  to  a clo.se 
when  Scotland  Yard  thwarts  their  plans  to 
rob  a large  London  department  store  on  its 
Jubilee.  Joseph  Cawthorn,  Margot  Grahame. 
Paul  Cavanaugh.  Director:  Alfred  Zeisler. 

Evergreen.  .8005. . (82)  reissue  July  15 

Musical  Comedy.  The  daughter  of  a great  star 
poses  as  the  star  herself  20  years  later.  The 
hoax  is  successful  until  love  enters  the  setup. 
Jessie  Matthews,  Sonnie  Hale.  Director;  Victor 
Seville. 

Lady  V'anishes,  The.  .8010.  . (97)  Nov.  1 

Mystery  Drama.  A governess  mysteriously  dis- 
appears from  a Transcontinental  train,  and  a 
spy  plot  and  other  sinister  roles  are  enacted 
before  the  mystery  is  solved.  Margaret  Lock- 
wood.  Paul  Lukas.  Director;  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Man  With  100  Faces  (Reissue) . .8008(72)  ..  .Oct.  1 
Melodrama.  A modern  Robin  Hood  traps  Amer- 
ican gangsters  who  had  set  a trap  for  him. 
Tom  Walls,  Lilli  Palmer.  Director:  Albert  de 
Courville. 

Pagliaoci.  . (78) ■■■  ■ ■ 

Musical  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera, 
“H  Pagliacci,”  in  which  a jealous  husband  kills 
his  unfaithful  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

39  Steps,  The  (Reissue) ..  3501 ..  (81) Sept.  15 

Mystery  Melodrama.  A Londoner  Is  hurled  into 
a web  of  intrigue  and  adventure  when  he  inno- 
cently befriends  a woman  spy.  Robert  Donat, 
Madeleine  Carroll.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Strange  Boarders.  .8006.  . (79)  Aug.  1 

Melodrama.  A secret  agent,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  bride,  succeeds  in  tracking  down  two 
suspects  in  a boarding  house,  where  all  the 
lodgers  turn  out  to  be  spies  and  plan  to  kill 
him  when  they  learn  of  his  identity.  Tom 
Walls,  Renee  St.  Cyr.  Director:  Herbert  Mason. 


Grand  National 

Cipher  Bureau.  .313. . (70)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama.  Deals  with  the  apprehension  of 
foreign  spies  through  a counter-espionage  sys- 
tem, in  which  illegal  broadcasting  stations  are 
traced  down  and  their  codes  deciphered.  Leon 
Ames,  Charlotte  Wynters.  Director:  Charles 
Lament. 

Crashing  Tlirough . . 327 . . ( . . ) Jan.  20 

Western.  One  of  the  Renfrew  series,  in  which 
a Royal  Mounted  officer  aids  a girl  and  her 
brother  in  getting  back  a gold  mine  riglit- 
fully  belonging  to  them.  James  Newill,  War- 
ren Hull,  Jean  Carmen.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Dangerous  Secrets  (formerly  “Brief  Ecstasy”) 

230  . (60)  Sept.  23 

Melodrama.  A coed  marries  her  college  pro- 
fessor, but  still  imagines  she  Is  in  love  with  a 
former  sweetheart,  but  when  the  latter  returns 
after  five  years  she  finds  she  loves  her  husband. 
Paul  Dukas,  Linden  Travers.  Hugh  Williams.  Di- 
rector: Edmond  Greville. 

Exile  Express.  . 301 ..(.. ) Jan.  20 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  for  is  found 
dead  and  she  is  ordered  deported.  A reporter 
follows  the  girl,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  Scout .. 325. . (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground, in  which  Wild  Bill  Hickok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend’s  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston,  A1  St.  John.  Dave  O’Brien.  Director: 
Sam  Newfield. 


Lad.v  Buckaroo.  . (69)  

Western.  A gang  of  cattle  rustlers  try  to  bank- 
rupt ranch  owners  to  gain  control  of  their  land 
for  gold  deposits,  but  a girl  beats  them  at  their 
own  game.  Dorothy  Page,  David  O’Brien.  Di- 
rector: Samuel  Diege. 

Long  Shot.  .313.  . (69)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  After  a streak  of  hard  luck,  a 
young  horseman  buys  a horse  for  a song,  and  it 
wins  the  big  race.  Gordon  Jones,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Harry  Davenport.  Director:  Charles  Lament. 

Uenfrew  on  the  Great  White  Trail . . 228 

(59)  July  22 

Action  Drama.  Renfrew  survives  a series  of 
close  adventures  to  finally  win  the  daughter  of 
a trading  post  owner.  James  Newill,  Terry 
Walker.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Kide  ’Em  Cowgirl ..  W 1-2 ..  (52) Jan.  20 

Western.  A girl  enters  her  horse  in  the  rodeo 
show  to  win  the  $5,000  prize  money  so  she  can 
pay  her  father’s  debts.  The  money  is  stolen  and 
she  is  accused.  Dorothy  Page.  Vince  Barnett. 
Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai ..  311 ..  ((55) Oct.  14 

Drama.  An  agent  of  the  Chinese  government 
and  an  American  newspaperman  match  wits 
with  a pair  of  international  crooks  seeking  a 
Chinese  charm.  Newsreel  war  clips  are  fitted 
into  the  story.  James  Dunn,  Ralph  Morgan. 
Director:  Charles  Lament. 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (formerly  Sunset  Strip 

Case) . .345.  . (65)  Nov.  18 

Melodrama.  A girl  masquerades  as  a dancer 
in  the  club  where  her  father,  a detective,  was 
killed,  to  obtain  evidence  against  the  owner. 
Sally  Rand,  Reed  Hadley,  Paul  Sutton.  Direc- 
tor: Douls  Gasnier. 

Titans  of  the  Deep.  .326.  . (47) Oct.  28 

Adventure.  The  film  record  of  a scientific  un- 
derwater exploration  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  Dr. 
William  Beebe.  Otis  Barton.  Director:  Otis 
Barton. 

Trigger  I’als.  .WI-13.  . (55)  Jan.  14 

Western.  A cowboy  locates  the  brains  of  a gang 
of  rustlers,  who  turns  out  to  be  the  mortgage 
holder  on  his  ranch.  Art  Jarrett,  Lee  Powell. 
Director:  Sam  Newfield. 

Water  Bustlers  (formerly  Dast  Barrier) 

WI-1.,(54)  ,Jan.  6 

Western.  When  the  only  creek  in  the  valley  is 
cut  off,  the  hero  dynamites  a hill  to  save  the 
property  of  ranchers.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien.  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Bloek-Hoads.  .844. . (58)  Aug.  19 

Comedy.  Two  war  buddies  are  reunited  after 
20  years  and  get  Into  more  trouble  than  nor- 
mally comes  In  a lifetime.  Stan  Laurel.  Oliver 
Hardy,  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  John  G.  Bly- 
stone. 

Boys  Touti.  .902.  . (93)  O Sept.  9 

I >rama.  Spencer  Tracy  starts  a small  commun- 
ity. self-governed  by  boys.  One  youth,  a prob- 
lem boy,  runs  away  and  is  shot  by  bank  bandits 
whom  he  had  recognized.  He  recovers  and 
aids  in  finding  the  bandits  and  is  made  Mayor 
of  Boys*  Town.  Spencer  Tracy,  Mickey  Rooney. 
Henry  Hull.  Director:  Norman  Taurog. 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor.  .919.  . (67) Jan.  13 

Action  Drama.  The  owner  of  a string  of  race- 
track cars  thinks  a jinx  is  working  against  him 
when  three  drivers  crack  up.  but  investigation 


reveals  the  drivers  are  being  doped-  Dennis 
O’Keefe,  Cecilia  Parker,  Nat  Pendleton.  Direc- 
tor: Edward  Sedgwick. 

Chaser,  Tlie.  .842.  . (75)  July  29 


Comedy  Drama.  Dennis  O’Keefe  plays  the  shy- 
ster lawyer  in  a story  woven  around  a mirth- 
quake  of  escapades  in  the  life  of  an  ambulance 
chaser.  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Lewis  Stone,  Nat 
Pendleton,  Ann  Morriss.  Director:  Ed  Marin. 

Christmas  Carol,  A.. 917.. (69)  ^ Dec.  16 

Drama.  Adapted  from  the  Charles  Dickens' 
Yuletide  classic.  Reginald  Owen,  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Citadel,  The.  .999. . (112)  O Oct.  28 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  who  discards  all 
medical  ethics  and  ideals  for  monetary  gain, 
finally  rehabilitates  himself.  Robert  Donat, 
Rosalind  Russell.  Director:  King  Vidor. 

Crowd  Roars,  The.. 840  .(92)  Aug.  5 

Action  Drama.  A lusty  tale  of  the  fight  game, 
with  Robert  Taylor  as  the  main  mitt  sllnger. 
Robert  Taylor,  Edward  Arnold.  Frank  Morgan. 
Maureen  O’Sullivan.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Dramatic  School.  .915. . (78)  Dec.  9 

Drama.  A girl  with  an  actress  complex  chooses 
a stage  career  when  romance  intrudes  on  her 
study  of  dramatics.  Luise  Rainer,  Alan  Mar- 
shall, Paulette  Goddard.  Director:  Robert  Sin- 
clair. 


Flirting  With  Fate.  .914.  . (70)  Dec.  2 

Comedy.  The  head  of  a vaudeville  troupe  is 
stranded  in  Latin-America.  Unable  to  get  en- 
gagements, he  tries  suicide  so  his  troupe  can 
collect  the  insurance.  Joe  E.  Brown,  Leo  Ca- 
rillo,  Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Four  Girls  in  White.  .921.  . (70) Jan,  27 

Drama.  A selfish,  student  nurse,  with  a gold 
digger  complex,  is  finally  redeemed  through 
sacrifice  after  the  death  of  an  innocent  girl. 
Florence  Rice,  Alan  Marshal,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Una  Merkel.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Girl  Domistairs,  The  (formerly  The  Awaken- 
ing of  Katrina) . .916. . (77) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A wealthy  architect  thinks  he 
is  in  love  with  a girl  he  met  in  a Swiss  cafe, 
but  finds  he  really  loves  the  girl’s  maid.  Fran- 
ciska  Gaal,  Franchot  Tone,  Walter  Connolly,  Rita 
Johnson.  Director:  Norman  Taurog. 

Great  AValtz,  The . . 908 . . ( 104 ) Nov,  4 

Musical  Drama.  A romance  of  old  Vienna,  built 
around  the  life  and  loves  and  waltzes  of  Johann 
Strauss.  Luise  Rainer,  Fernand  Gravet.  Miliza 
Korjus.  Director:  Julien  Duvivier. 

Honolulu.  .922.  . (85)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  with  Music.  An  actor  and  a Hawaiian 
plantation  owner,  exchange  places  because  each 
thinks  the  other  has  a more  enviable  life.  Comic 
and  romantic  complications  ensue.  Eleanor 
Powell,  Robert  Young,  Grade  Allen.  Director: 
Edward  Buzzell. 

Huckleberry  Finn  . . 923 ..(.. ) Feb.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  From  Mark  Twain’s  story  of 
the  lad  who  runs  away  with  a Negro  slave,  the 
town  believing  the  slave  murdered  the  boy. 
Mickey  Rooney,  Rex  Ingram,  Walter  Connolly. 
Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Idiot’s  Delight.  .920.  . (107)  Jan.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  From  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play. 
Two  small-time  vaudevillians,  who  fall  in  love 
in  Omaha,  meet  years  later  in  Geneva.  The 
girl,  mistress  of  a munitions  manufacturer,  is 
left  flat  in  an  air  raid  and  goes  back  to  her 
old  love.  Norma  Shearer,  Clark  Gable,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Clarence  Brown. 

Listen,  Darling.  .904.  . (75)  Oct.  21 

Comedy  with  Music.  A couple  of  adolescents 
plot  to  get  a husband  for  their  widowed  mother, 
and  finally  find  him  in  a trailer.  Freddie 
Bartholomew,  Judy  Garland,  Mary  Astor.  Di- 
rector: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy.  .841.  . (90)  July  22 

Comedy  Drama.  Another  of  the  Judge  Hardy 
series,  In  which  the  15-year  old  finds  himself 
in  a predicament  in  choosing  one  of  three  girls 
for  a dance  date.  Lewis  Stone,  Mickey  Rooney, 
Judy  Garland.  Director:  George  Seitz. 

Marie  Antoinette . . 845  ..  (157)  Aug.  26 

Historical  Drama.  The  tragic,  romantic  story 
of  a Queen  in  the  Revolutionary  period  in  the 
days  of  Louis  XVI  of  France.  Norma  Shearer. 
Robert  Morley,  Tyrone  Power.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys.  .913. . (85) Nov.  26 

Comedy.  The  Hardy  family  visits  friends 
on  an  Arizona  ranch,  and  new  problems  blossom 
for  Andy  as  romance  and  adventure  rides  the 
West.  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Par- 
ker, Ann  Rutherford.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl . .843.  . (72) Aug.  12 

Comedy  Drama.  A poor-but-honest  working 
girl  and  her  rich  employer  fall  In  love,  but  the 
girl’s  family  Is  the  obstacle  between  them  a.*’ 
they  do  not  approve  of  his  extreme  wealth. 
Robert  Young,  Ruth  Hussey.  Lew  Ayres.  Di- 
rector: Reinhold  Schunzel. 

Shining  Hour.  .912 ..  (75)  Nov.  18 

Drama.  A story  of  conflicting  emotions  In  which 
a man  and  woman  find  love  only  after  each 
is  already  married  to  someone  else,  and  the 
woman  makes  an  Important  decision  to  save 
the  situation.  Joan  Crawford,  Margaret  Sulla- 
van,  Robert  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas.  Director: 
Frank  Borzage. 

Shopworn  Angel . .835.  . (85)  July  15 

Drama.  A Texas  cowboy  enlists  In  the  army 
and  while  stopping  In  New  York  en  route  to 
France,  meets  and  falls  in  love  with  a show 
girl,  who  in  turn  Is  in  love  with  a wealthy 
broker.  She  marries  the  cowboy  before  he 
leaves  for  the  front,  but  receives  word  later 
that  he  has  been  killed.  Margaret  Sullavan, 
James  Stewart.  Walter  Pldgeon.  Director:  H.  C. 
Potter. 

Spring  Madness.  .911.  . (67)  Nov.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  girl  is  unhappy  over 
the  prospect  of  her  sweetheart’s  departure  for 
Russia,  and  a group  of  her  girl  friends  cause 
him  to  miss  his  boat  so  he  will  stay  and  marry 
her.  Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Lew  Ayres,  Burgess 
Meredith.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Stablemates.  .906.  . (89)  Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  The  adventures  of  a jockey 
and  a track  follower  who  become  fast  friends. 
The  latter  turns  out  to  be  an  escaped  convict, 
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but  saves  the  boy  and  his  horse  before  going 
back  to  jail,  leaving  the  boy  enough  money  to 
complete  his  education.  Wallace  Beery,  Mickey 
Rooney.  Director:  Sam  Wood. 

Stand  Up  and  Fight.  .918. . (96) Jan.  6 

Historical  Drama.  A saga  of  the  struggle  for 
supremacy  between  stagecoaches  and  the  first 
railroads  In  colonial  America.  Wallace  Beery, 
Robert  Taylor,  Florence  Rice.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke, 

Sweethearts.  .910.  . (110)  Dec.  30 

Musical  Drama.  A producer  plots  against  the 
sweetheart  team  of  his  musical  show  to  prevent 
their  signing  a film  contract.  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald, Nelson  Eddy,  Frank  Morgan.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 

Tliree  Doves  Has  Nancy ..  901 ..  (69) Sept.  % 

Comedy.  A famous  author  finds  himself  in- 
volved In  the  romantic  troubles  of  a southern 
belle.  Robert  Montgomery,  Janet  Gaynor,  Fran- 
chot  Tone.  Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Too  Hot  to  Handle.  .903.  .(108) Sept.  16 

Comedy  Romance.  Based  on  the  lives  and  loves 
of  newsreel  cameramen.  Clark  Gable,  Myrna 
Loy.  Director:  Jack  Conway. 

Vacation  From  Dove.  .905. . (65) Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A saxophone  player  falls  in  love  with 
a society  girl’s  photograph,  and  as  she  Is  about 
to  be  married  he  crashes  in  and  stops  the  wed- 
ding proceedings,  escapes  with  the  bride,  and 
winds  up  in  a Paris  divorce  court.  Dennis 
O'Keefe,  Florence  Rice,  Reginald  Owen.  Di- 
rector: George  Fitzmaurice. 

Young  Dr.  Kildare . .907 ..  (81) Oct.  14 

Drama.  Behind-the-scenes  glimpses  Into  the 
medical  profession  and  hospital  administration. 
The  first  of  the  Dr.  Kildare  series.  Dew  Ayres, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Lynne  Carver.  Director: 
Harold  S.  Bucquet. 


Monogram 

Barefoot  Boy . . 3810 . . (63)  Angr.  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  A courageous  lad  and  his  coun- 
try pals  bring  to  Justice  a gang  of  crooks  for 
whose  crime  the  boy’s  father  was  punished. 
Jackie  Moran,  Marcia  Mae  Jones,  Ralph  Mor- 
gan. Director;  Karl  Brown. 

Convict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

3832..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent.  Anne  Nagel,  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director:  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

(Jang  Bullets.. 5818..  (63)  Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  "joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,  finally  driving  them  out  of 

Bridgetown.  Robert  Kent.  Ann  Nagel,  Charles 
Trowbridge.  Director:  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

Gangster’s  Boy . . 3801 . . ( 80)  Nov.  9 

Drama.  A high-school  honor  student,  shunned 
by  all  but  two  classmates  because  of  his  father’s 
activities  as  a labor  racketeer,  takes  the  blame 
when  one  of  his  friends  injures  a boy  on  a 
bicycle.  Jackie  Cooper,  Lucy  Gilman,  Tommy 
Wonder.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Gun  Packer  (formerly  Last  Outlaw) 

3861..  (49)  Nov.  16 

Western.  A government  man,  sent  to  Investi- 
gate the  disappearance  of  stolen  gold  ship- 
ments, finds  the  gold  and  the  gang  through 
the  help  of  an  ex-convict.  Jack  Randall,  Louise 
Stanley.  Director:  Wallace  Fox. 

I Am  a Criminal.  .3812. . (73) Dec.  14 

Drama.  A mobster’s  love  for  a homeless  waif 
he  adopts  In  an  effort  to  create  public  good- 
will in  his  trial  on  a manslaughter  charge 
brings  about  his  redemption.  John  Carroll, 
Martin  Spellman.  Director:  William  Nigh. 

Mexicali  Kid . . 3741 . . (56)  Sept.  14 

Western.  As  a return  favor  for  saving  his 
life,  a young  lad  helps  his  friend  fight  a gang 
of  outlaws  who  plot  to  steal  the  ranch  of  the 
friend’s  sweetheart.  Jack  Randall,  Wesley 
Barry,  Eleanor  Stewart.  Director:  Wallace  Fox. 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective . . 3804 . . (69) Oct.  5 

Melodrama.  A detective  meets  with  many  com- 
plications before  solving  three  murders  com- 
mitted by  poison  gas.  Boris  Karloff,  Grant 
Withers.  Maxine  Jennings.  Director:  William 
Nigh. 

Navy  Secrets ..(.. ) Feb.  8 

Action  Drama.  Two  Naval  Intelligence  Service 
workers  find  romance  when  they  meet  while 
working  on  the  same  case.  Grant  Withers, 
Pay  Wray,  William  von  Brincken.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (formerly  Little 

Tenderfoot).  .3861.  .(60) .Dec.  7 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  turns  Robin  Hood,  as- 
sumes the  Identity  of  a dead  man,  and  finds 
himself  with  a wife  and  little  daughter.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director:  A1  Herman. 

Starlight  Over  Texas ..  3869. . (59) ...Sept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 
operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 


Texas  ranger  In  pursuit  of  cattle  rustlers.  Tex 
Bitter.  Director;  A1  Herman. 

Tough  Kid.  .3819.  .(61) Dec.  28 

Action  Drama.  A tough  kid  keeps  his  brother’s 
fight  manager  from  resorting  to  trickery  to 
throw  the  championship  fight.  Frankie  Darro, 
Dick  Purcell,  Judith  Allen.  Director:  Howard 
Bretherton. 

Under  the  Big  Top  (formerly  The  Circus 

Comes  to  Town)  3811.  .(61) Aug.  31 

Drama.  The  love  of  two  trapeze  partners  In  a 
circus  owned  by  the  girl’s  aunt,  who  objects 
to  their  marriage.  They  leave  the  circus  but 
go  back  when  the  aunt  becomes  ill.  Anne 
Nagel,  Marjorie  Main,  Jack  LaRue,  Grant 
Richards.  Director:  Karl  Brown. 

Wanted  by  the  Police. . 3817 ..  (60) Sept.  21 

Melodrama.  A youngster  working  in  a garage 
discovers  his  bosses  are  auto  thieves  wanted  by 
the  police,  and  he  aids  In  capturing  the  whole 
gang.  Frankie  Darro,  Evalyn  Knapp,  Robert 
Kent.  Director;  Howard  Bretherton. 

Where  the  Buffalo  Roam ..  3860. . (62) Oct.  12 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  captures  a gang  of  buffalo 
killers,  whose  leader  turns  out  to  be  the  man 
who  had  appointed  him  as  town  marshal  to 
clean  up  the  gang.  Tex  Ritter.  Director:  A1  Her- 
man. 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (formerly  Last 

Outlaw) . .3852.  . (50) Dec.  21 

Western.  Two  pals  of  the  saddle  ride  the  range 
searching  for  the  murderer  of  the  brother  of 
one  of  them.  Jack  Randall,  Dorothy  Short. 
Director:  Robert  Hill. 


Paramount 

Ambush.  .3820. . (62)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A gang  of  bandits  kidnap  a girl 
working  in  a bank  because  she  recognized  her 
brother  as  one  of  the  bandits.  The  boy  loses  his 
life  to  save  his  sister.  Gladys  Swarthout,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  William  Henry.  Director:  Kurt  Neu- 
mann. 

Arkansas  Traveler . . 3706 . . (85)  Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A hobo  printer-at-large  helps 
a widow  and  her  daughter  run  their  paper  un- 
der the  handicap  of  the  town’s  political  boss. 
Bob  Burns,  Fay  Bainter,  Jean  Parker,  Irvin  S. 
Cobb.  Director:  Alfred  Santell. 

Arrest  Bulldog:  Drummond.  .3812. . (58)  . . . .Nov.  25 
Melodrama.  An  international  spy  commits  two 
murders  to  gain  possession  of  an  invention  for 
explo.sives,  valuable  for  use  in  warfare,  but 

Bulldog  Drummond  and  his  girl  friend  bring 

about  the  capture  of  the  criminals.  John 

Howard,  Heather  Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Di- 

rector: James  Hogan. 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad.  .3817. . (90)  ...  .Dec.  30 
Comedy.  The  adventures  of  an  American  thea- 
trical troupe  stranded  in  Paris  who  are  saved 
by  a Texas  oil  millionaire  and  his  daughter  who 
join  the  troupe  incognito.  Jack  Benny,  Joan 
Bennett,  Mary  Boland,  Yacht  Club  Boys.  Di- 
rector: Mitchell  Leisen. 

Booloo.  .3745.  .(60)  July  22 

Adventure  Drama.  Filmed  in  the  jungles  of  Ma- 
lay, the  story  deals  with  the  wanton  slaught- 
ering of  tropical  beasts.  Colin  Tapley,  Mamo 
Clark  and  other  native  cast.  Director:  Clyde 
Elliott. 

Beaelicomber,  The.  . (80)  Mar.  10 

Drama.  A shiftless  drifter  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  tropics  wages  a strong  fight  against  a 
woman  missionary  who  tries  to  reform  him. 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester.  Director; 
Erich  Pommer. 

Boy  Trouble.  . (74)  Feb.  24 

Comedy.  Two  adopted  youngsters  nearly  wreck 
a household  and  almost  cause  a divorce,  but 
the  family  is  drawn  together  when  one  of  the 
hoys  becomes  ill.  Charles  Ruggles,  Mary  Bo- 
land, Billy  Lee,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
George  Archainbaud. 

Bulldog:  Drummond  in  Africa.  .3747.  . (59) . .Aug.  5 
Melodrama.  Drummond  delays  his  middle-alsling 
to  rescue  his  friend  and  rival  from  a mob  of 
international  spies.  John  Howard,  Heather 
Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Director:  Louis  King. 

Campus  Confessions . . 3802 . . ( 66)  Sept.  23 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  benefactor  of  Middle- 
ton  College  puts  the  clamps  down  on  athletics 
but  his  young  son  helps  the  college  soar  into 
athletic  prominence  and  finally  overcome  all 
opposition.  Hank  Luisetti.  Betty  Grable.  Wil- 
liam Henry.  Director:  George  Archainbaud. 

Disbarred.  .3818. . (58) Jan.  1 

Action  Drama.  An  expose  of  the  criminal  law- 
yer racket,  in  which  a disbarred  lawyer  poses 
as  a real  estate  operator  and  sets  up  a law  office 
headed  by  a woman.  Gail  Patrick,  Otto  Kruger. 
Director:  Robert  Florey. 

Frontiersmen.  .3856. . (74)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy,  in  action  against 
raiders  of  the  Old  West,  finds  romance  when 
school  teacher  comes  to  the  frontier.  William 
Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden,  Evelyn 
Venable.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 


Give  Me  a Sailor . .3749.  . (77) Aug.  19 

Comedy.  A matrimonial  mixup  of  two  sis- 
ters, one  a butterfly,  the  other  a drudge,  and 
two  brothers,  naval  officers.  Martha  Raye,  Bob 
Hope,  Betty  Grable.  Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

If  I Were  King. . 3810.  . (101) Nov.  11 

Historical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  le- 
gendary vagabond  poet,  Francois  Villon,  and 
his  romantic  French  revolution  activities.  Ron- 
ald Colman,  Basil  Rathbone,  Frances  Dee.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Lloyd. 

Illegal  Traffic..  3809..  (67)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama,  A wildcat  line  operator  grows 
wealthy  operating  an  “underground  railway” 
as  a getaway  for  crooks  and  gets  away  with 
murder  until  a G-Man  joins  his  organization. 
J.  Carrol  Naish,  Mary  Carlisle,  Robert  Preston. 
Director:  Louis  King. 

In  Old  Mexico .. 3855 . . (67) Sept.  9 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy  and  his  buddies 
battle  against  a band  of  border  bad-men  In 
the  gay,  romantic  atmosphere  of  Old  Mexico. 
William  Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden. 
Director:  Edward  D.  Venturlni. 

King  of  Alcatraz.  .3804. . (57) Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  Gang  king  escapes  from  Alcatraz 
prison  and  takes  over  a ship  on  the  high  seas, 
terrorizing  the  crew.  Lloyd  Nolan,  Robert  Pres- 
ton, J.  Carrol  Naish,  Gall  Patrick.  Director: 
Robert  Florey. 

Little  Orphan  Annie.  .3814. . (58)  Dec.  S 

Comedy  Drama.  Adapted  from  the  comic  strip, 
Orphan  Annie,  a runaway.  Is  befriended  by  a 
prizefighter,  and  the  two  help  rid  the  commun- 
ity of  loan  sharks.  Ann  Gillis,  Robert  Kent, 
June  Travis.  Director:  Ben  Holmes. 

Men  With  Wings  (Spec.  Rel) . .3808. . 

(105)  0 Oo4.*8 

Historical  Drama.  Tracing  aviation  history 
from  the  first  Wright  Brothers  flight  to  the 
modern  army  bomber,  the  story  unfolds  itself 
around  the  lives  of  a woman  and  two  men  who 
from  childhood  devote  themselves  to  aeronau- 
tics. Fred  MacMurray,  Ray  Milland,  Louise 
(Campbell.  Director:  William  Wellman. 

Mysterious  Rider.  .3707.  . (73)  Oct.  21 

Western.  An  adaptation  of  the  Zane  Grey  novel 
of  the  outdoors,  in  which  a man,  framed  on  a 
murder  charge,  comes  back  20  years  later  for 
revenge,  disguised  as  a masked  mystery  rider. 
Douglas  Dumbrille,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

. . . one  third  of  a nr.tion  . , . (75) Feb.  15 

Drama.  A story  of  the  housing  problems,  that 
deals  with  the  slum  sections.  Sylvia  Sidney, 
Leif  Erickson.  Director:  Dudley  Murphy. 

Paris  Honeymoon .. 3821 ..  (85)  Jan.  27 

Musical  Comedy.  A wealthy  American  goes  to 
Europe  to  await  the  Paris  divorce  of  his  fiancee 
In  the  interim  he  falls  in  love  with  a beauti- 
ful peasant  girl.  Bing  Crosby,  Franciska  Gaal, 
Edward  Everett  Horton,  Akim  Tamiroff.  Direc- 
tor: Frank  Tuttle. 

Persons  in  Hiding.  .3823.  . (69) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  The  astonishing  story  of  a fe- 
male Svengali  who  turns  a small-time  crook 
into  America’s  most  dangerous  criminal.  Based 
on  the  book  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Lynne  Over- 
man. Patricia  Morison,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Di- 
rector: Louis  King. 

Professor,  Beware.  .3746. . (93)  July  29 

Comedy.  An  Egyptologist  finally  gets  his  big 
chance  to  join  an  expedition  but  never  gets 
there.  Harold  Lloyd,  Phyllis  Welch.  Director: 
Elliott  Nugent. 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile.  .3815.  . (70)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A son's  struggle  with  loyalty 
and  duty  when  his  father,  an  ex-Cossack,  turns 
cattle  rustler  and  is  sent  to  prison.  Akim 
Tamiroff,  Leif  Erikson,  Frances  Farmer.  Direc- 
tor: Alfred  E.  Green. 

81.  Louis  Blues.  .3822.  . (87) . Feb.  3 

Musical  Romance.  A showgirl,  fleeing  a ruth- 
less manager,  joins  a show  boat  troupe  as  a 
singer,  and  saves  the  owner  from  bankruptcy. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Tito  Guizar. 
Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Say  It  in  French.  .3831. . (69)  Nov.  25 

Comedy.  A young  man  returns  home  with  a 
Parisian  wife  and  before  he  can  announce  the 
news,  finds  his  family  facing  financial  ruin 
unless  he  makes  a wealthy  marriage.  Ray  Mil- 
land,  Olympe  Bradna,  Irene  Hervey.  Director: 
Andrew  L.  Stone. 

Sing  You  Sinners.  .3801.  . (90) Sept.  2 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  story  of  three  crooner 
brothers,  two  of  whom  are  so  lazy  that  the 
third  brother  has  to  forego  marrying  his 
fiancee  to  provide  for  the  family.  Bing  Crosby, 
Fred  MacMurray,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
Wesley  Ruggles. 

Sons  of  the  Legion.  .3803.  . (60) Sept,  16 

Drama.  A group  of  small-town  boys  form  a 
“Sons  of  the  Legion”  branch,  but  two  boys,  un- 
able to  join  because  of  their  father's  dishonor- 
able discharge  from  the  army,  set  out  to  prove 
their  father’s  Innocence.  Lynne  Overman,  Eve- 
lyn Keyes,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director:  James 
Hogan. 
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Spawn  of  the  North ..  3750.  . (113) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama.  A drama  of  America’s  last  fron- 
tier, the  salmon  fishing  waters  of  Alaska,  and 
the  war  between  the  trap-site  owners  and  fish 
pirates,  filmed  against  a scenic  background. 
George  Raft,  Henry  Fonda,  Dorothy  Lamour. 
Director;  Henry  Hathaway. 

Texans,  The.  3748..  (93)  Aug.  12 

Historical  Western.  An  epic  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion period  in  Texas  after  the  Civil  War.  Joan 
Bennett,  Randolph  Scott.  Director:;  James 
Hogan. 

Thanks  for  the  Memory .. 3811 ..  (78) Nov.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A salesman  trying  to  write 
a novel  is  continually  disrupted,  first,  by  an- 
noying friends,  then  by  household  chorea  when 
his  wife  gets  a job  so  he  will  have  time  to 
write.  A quarrel  sends  him  to  finish  his  novel 
in  a garret,  but  the  couple  are  reunited  when 
the  book  is  finished.  Hedda  Hopper,  Patricia 
Wilder,  Roscoe  Karns.  Director:  George  Ar- 
chalnbaud. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective.  .3816. . (68) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  Huck  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  on  a country  visit  discover  a murder  and 
solve  the  ease  in  their  own  way.  Donald 
O’Connor,  Billy  Cook,  Porter  Hall.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

’I’ouchdown,  Army.  .3805.  . (71)  Oct.  7 

Action  Drama.  A cadet  breaks  every  known  rule 
to  court  the  Colonel’s  daughter,  and  becomes 
unpopular  with  his  classmen,  but  proves  himself 
a regular  guy  before  the  big  football  game, 
Robert  Cummings,  Mary  Carlisle.  Director:  Kurt 
Neumann. 

Tropic  Holiday  . .3744.  . (78)  July  22 

Comedy.  A writer  hides  out  in  a little  Mexican 
town  to  work  on  a movie  script  but  Is  beset 
with  charming  distractions  in  the  way  of 
senoritas.  Bob  Burns,  Ray  Milland,  Dorothy 
Lamour,  Martha  Raye.  Director;  Theodore  Reed. 

Za/.a.  .3819.  .(86)  13 

Drama.  A music-hall  actress,  who  rises  to  fame 
as  a Parisian  entertainer,  falls  in  love  with  a 
man  whom  she  later  learns  Is  married.  Claud- 
ette Colbert,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director:  George 
Cukor. 


Republic 

Army  Girl . . 7002  ..  (85)  July  15 

Drama.  An  army  captain  assigned  to  a regi- 
ment to  study  the  need  of  mechanizing  that 
post  with  tanks,  meets  and  falls  In  love  with 
the  Colonel’s  daughter.  Madge  Evans,  Preston 
Foster,  James  Gleason.  Director:  George  Nich- 
ols jr. 

Billy  the  Kid  Returns . . 851 . . (56)  Sept.  4 

Western.  As  the  "double”  for  the  notorious 
Billy  the  Kid,  the  hero  takes  the  side  of  the 
small  farmers  in  their  war  against  cattle 
barons.  Roy  Rogers,  Smiiley  Burnette,  Mary 
Hart  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Come  On,  Leathernecks.  .7024.  . (66) Aug.  8 

Action  Drama.  A Colonel  in  the  U.  S.  Marines 
has  been  looking  forward  all  his  life  to  wel- 
coming his  son  into  the  service,  but  the  boy 
has  other  ideas.  On  the  Island  where  his 
father  is  stationed,  the  boy  experiences  a gun 
running  episode  and  decides  to  stick  with  the 
Marines.  Richard  Cromw’ell.  Marsha  Hunt.  Di- 
rector: James  Cruze. 

Come  On,  Rangers !.. 818 ..  (57) Nov.  25 

Western.  Succeeded  by  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  the 
Texas  Rangers  are  reinstated  when  the  army 
fails  on  a difficult  task  the  ex-Rangers  handle. 
Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Dl- 
rector:  Joe  Kane. 

De*vperate  Adventure,  A . . 7013 . . (65)  Vug.  15 

Romantic  Drama,  A Parisian  artist  paints  a 

portrait  of  his  imaginary  "dream  girl,"  but 
complications  arise  when  an  American  heiress, 
who  bears  a startling  resemblance  to  the  pic- 
ture. puts  in  her  appearance.  Ramon  Novarro, 
Marian  Marsh,  Eric  Blore.  Director:  John  H. 
Auer. 

Down  in  Arkansaw.  .805.  . (66) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A government  man,  sent  to  the  back- 
woods  of  Arkansas  to  buy  property  for  a dam. 
gradually  overcomes  the  hostility  of  the  natives. 
Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry.  Ralph  Byrd,  Pinky 
Tomlin.  Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Durango  Valley  Raiders.  .7128.  . (56) Aug.  22 

Western.  The  Durango  Valley  is  terrorized  by 
a bandit  known  as  the  Shadow,  head  of  a 
gang  of  killers.  Through  a frameup  the  hero 
is  arrested  for  murder,  but  escapes  and  brings 
the  real  culprits  to  Justice.  Bob  Steele.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Newfleld. 

Federal  Man-Hunt ..  (64) Dec.  27 

Action  Drama.  Believing  him  Innocent,  a girl 
aids  a convict’s  escape  from  prison,  and  helps 
the  police  recapture  him  when  she  learns  his 
background.  Robert  Livingston,  June  Travis, 
John  Gallaudet.  Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds.  .808.  . (65)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 


bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up, 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes.  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 

Forged  Pa!-.sp<»rt.  . ( . . ) Feb,  15 

Action  Drama.  After  getting  fired  for  being  too 
ready  with  his  fists,  a government  man  goes 
after  a gang  of  alien  smugglers  and  is  rein- 
stated in  the  service.  Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang. 
Lyle  Talbot.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Heroes  of  the  Hills ..  7118 .,  (55) July  20 

Western,  The  Three  Mesquiteers  win  a prison 
camp  experiment  plan  after  befriending  two 
escaped  convicts  who  tell  yams  of  prison  op- 
pression. Robert  Livingston,  Ray  Corrigan,  Max 
Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Higgins  Family,  The.  .7015.  . (64) Aug.  20 

Comedy  Drama.  An  advertising  agency  man 
goes  broke  when  hts  wife  condemns  the  product 
of  his  prospective  clients  on  her  airshow,  which 
brings  them  into  divorce  court.  They  walk  out 
on  the  judge  when  their  children  get  in  trouble. 
James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason,  Russell  Gleason. 
Director:  Gus  Meins. 

I Stand  Accused.  .806.  . (61) Oct.  28 

Melodrama.  A struggling  young  lawyer  finds 
the  money  and  notoriety  in  protecting  racketeers 
appealing  until  he  is  forced  to  protect  them 
in  court,  fighting  against  his  best  friend.  Rob- 
ert Cummings,  Helen  Mack,  Thomas  Beck.  Di- 
rector: John  H.  Auer. 

Man  From  3Iusic  Mountain.  .7104.  . (58) ..  .Aug.  15 
Western.  Autry  swings  into  action  when  un- 
scrupulous promoters  subdivide  a ghost  town, 
in  the  heart  of  a desert,  on  the  false  claim 
that  the  Boulder  Dam  power  line  will  run 
through  it.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Carol  Hughes.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Mysterious  Miss  X.. 809..  (62) Jan.  10 

Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder,  is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  he  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 
murder.  Michael  Whalen,  Mary  Hart,  Chick 
Chandler.  Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Night  Hawk,  The . . 817 . . (63) Oct.  1 

Melodrama.  A newspaper  reporter  hides  in  the 
iron  lung  of  a crippled  child  to  unearth  the 
liquor  smuggling  racket.  Robert  Livingston, 
June  Travis,  Robert  Armstrong.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

Orphans  of  the  Streets.  .819.  . (64) Dec.  5 

Drama.  A man  saves  a dog’s  life  In  this  story 
of  an  Alsatian  Shepherd  dog  on  trial  for  the 
murder  of  a man.  Robert  Livingston,  Tommy 
Ryan,  June  Storey.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 

Overland  Stage  Raiders.  .862. . (55) Sept.  20 

Western.  The  Mesquiteers  own  an  airport  and 
one  of  their  planes  with  a large  gold  shipment 
disaijpears,  but  they  find  the  plane  and  deliver 
the  gold.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Louis 
Brooks.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Prairie  Moon ..  7107 ..  (58)  Sept.  25 

Western.  As  friendly  guardian  to  three  chil- 
dren, Autry  saves  their  ranch  from  a gang 
leader  who  pretends  to  hold  their  interest  at 
heart.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Director: 
Ralph  Staub. 

Pride  of  the  Navy . . 822 . . (63) Jan.  26 

Drama.  A young  seaman,  who  fails  in  the 
initial  test  of  his  torpedo-boat  invention,  later 
wins  success  and  the  captain’s  daughter.  James 
Dunn,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Director:  Charles  La- 
ment. 

Red  River  Range.  .864.  . (56) Dec.  22 

Western.  Guests  on  a dude  ranch  discover  they 
have  unwittingly  taken  part  in  what  they 
thought  were  "fake"  rustling  parties,  headed 
by  the  ranch  owner.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (formerly  Song  of 

the  West) . .7108.  . (58)  Nov.  5 

Western.  Gene  Autry  and  Smiley  Burnette  see 
to  it  all  goes  smooth  at  the  Silver  Saddle  Ranch 
on  Rodeo  Day  and  also  win  the  stagecoach 
race.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  Pert  Kelton. 
Director:  George  Sherman. 

Santa  Fe  Stampede.  .863.  . (56) Nov,  18 

Western.  Following  the  murder  of  a rich  or© 
mine  owner  and  his  little  daughter,  the  Three 
Mesquiteers  enter  the  town  at  Santa  Fe  to  cap- 
ture the  culprits  and  replace  the  crooked  mayor 
w'ith  an  honest  man.  John  Wayne.  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Terhune. 

Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon , . 852 . . (57) Dec.  23 

Western.  A cattle  rustler  wants  a certain  ranch 
to  store  his  stolen  cattle  and  tries  to  burn  down 
the  place  to  get  it.  Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart, 
William  Farnum.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Storm  Over  Bengal .. 807 ..  (65) Nov.  7 

Action  Drama.  A story  of  the  army  activities 
of  British  soldiers  on  India’s  frontiers.  Patric 
Knowles,  Richard  Cromwell,  Rochelle  Hudson. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Tenth  Avenue  Kid . . 7025 . , (56) Aug.  22 

Action  Drama.  The  son  of  a mobster  is 
adopted  by  the  cop  who  had  killed  the  boy’s 
father  in  a gunfight.  The  mob  snatches  the 
boy  to  keep  him  from  talking  but  the  cop  and 


the  youngster  emerge  as  heroes  in  the  gun 
battle  that  follows.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy  Ryan, 
Beverly  Roberts.  Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus. 

Western  Jamboree.  .841.  . (59)  Dec.  2 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  saves  his  boss’s 
property  from  two  men  anxious  to  get  him  to 
sell  before  he  discovers  his  land  holds  valuable 
helium  deposits.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Jean  Rouverol.  Director:  Ralph  Staub. 

Woman  Doctor..  (65)  Feb.  10 

Drama.  A woman  surgeon,  with  little  time  for 
her  husband  and  child,  is  faced  with  a divorce 
threat  wdien  her  husband  falls  for  a charmer. 
They  are  reconciled  when  their  child  is  injured 
in  an  accident.  Frieda  Inescort,  Henry  Wil- 
coxon,  Claire  Dodd,  Sybil  Jason.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 


RKO  Radio 

Affairs  of  Annabel,  The . .902 . . (68) Sept.  9 

Comedy.  A behind-the-scenes  satire  on  Holly- 
wood, featuring  a pampered  star  and  a studio 
press  agent  assigned  to  elevate  her  to  page 
one  publicity.  Jack  Gakle,  Lucille  Ball.  Di- 
rector: Ben  Stoloff. 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour.  .908.  . (61) Nov.  11 

Comedy.  A motion  picture  celebrity  and  her 
press  agent  go  on  a tour  to  restore  her  waning 
popularity,  but  the  star  tries  to  swap  her 
career  for  a one-sided  romance  with  a titled 
married  novelist.  Jack  Oakie,  Lucille  Ball. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Arizona  Legion.  .982.  . (58)  Jan.  20 

Western.  The  hero,  working  secretly  as  head 
of  a vigilante  group,  rids  Arizona  of  marauding 
bandits.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson.  Di- 
rector: David  Howard. 

Bov  Slaves  (formerly  Pure  in  Mind).. 911 

(71)  Feb.  10 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  road  kids  are  paroled 
to  a man  who  pretends  to  befriend  them,  but 
they  become  prisoners  in  his  turpentine  camp. 
Anne  Shirley,  Roger  Daniel.  Director:  P.  J. 
Wolfson. 

Breaking  the  Ice . . 845 . . (82) Aug.  26 

Comedy  with  Music.  A young  lad  of  much 
promise  in  the  Ice  skating  rink,  gives  it  all 
up  to  fulfill  his  ambition  to  take  his  mother 
to  Goshen,  Indiana.  Bobby  Breen,  Dolores  Cos- 
tello, Irene  Dare.  Director:  Eddie  Cline. 

Carefree.  .837.  . (83)  Sept.  2 

Musical  Comedy.  A psychiatrist  attempts  to 
aid  a young  lawyer  and  his  fiancee,  who  re- 
fuses to  marry  him  until  she,  too,  becomes  a 
lawyer.  Humorous  complications  evolve,  and 
when  the  smoke  has  cleared  the  doctor  finds 
he  is  in  love  with  the  girl.  Fred  Astaire,  Gin- 
ger Rogers.  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Mark 
Sandrich. 

Fisherman’s  Wharf.  .844.  . (71)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A fisherman  nearly  loses  the 
adopted  son  he  loves,  when  he  falls  in  love 
with  a worthless  woman.  Bobby  Breen,  Leo 
Carrillo,  Lee  Patrick.  Director:  Bernard  Vor- 
haus. 

riigitives  for  a Night.  .803.  . (63) Sept.  23 

Melodrama.  A studio  manager  Is  murdered  and 
a stooge  he  had  fired,  together  with  the  latter’s 
girl  friend,  are  accused.  Frank  Albertson, 
Eleanor  Lynn,  Bradley  Page.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

Great  Man  Votes,  The.  .913.  . (70) Jan,  13 

Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  hi.s  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  John  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Gunga  Din.  .912.  . (117)  Jan.  27 

Action  Drama.  British  military  adventure  in  the 
mountain  passes  of  Northern  India,  suggested 
vaguely  by  Rudyard  Kipling’s  famous  poem  of 
the  Indian  w'ater  boy.  Cary  Grant,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Sam  Jaffee, 
Eduardo  Cianelli.  Director;  George  Stevens. 

I’m  From  the  City.  .834.  . (71) Aug.  5 

Comedy.  Normally  afraid  of  horses,  Joe  Pen- 
ner  shines  as  a trick  rider  when  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a ruthless  manag-^r.  Seeing  his  per- 
formance, a girl  takes  him  west  to  ride  In  a 
race  against  an  Indian.  Joe  Penner,  Richard 
Lane.  Kay  Sutton.  Director:  Ben  Holmes. 

Law  West  of  Tombstone.  . 999 ..  (72) Nov.  18 

Western.  A dramatization  of  the  days  of  the 
old  west,  in  which  an  ex-outlaw  moves  to  a 

new  frontier  and  establishes  law  and  order. 
Harry  Carey,  Tim  Holt.  Evelyn  Brent.  Di- 

rector; Glenn  Tyron. 

I>awle8s  Valley.  .981 . . (69)  Nov,  4 

Western.  A young  cowboy,  sent  to  prison  on  a 
false  charge  of  stage  robbery,  is  paroled,  and 
returns  to  find  his  sweetheart  held  prisoner  on 
her  ranch  by  a couple  of  lawless  valley  over- 

lords,  one  of  whom  is  guilty  of  the  robbery 

charge.  George  O’Brien,  Kay  Sutton.  Director: 
David  Howard. 
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Mad  MisB  Manton.  .90G.  . (78)  Oct.  21 

Mystery  Comedy.  A society  girl  with  a de- 
tective complex  uncovers  a murder  but  can’t 
get  the  police  to  believe  her.  A newspaper 
berates  her  and  is  sued  for  libel,  and  in  the 
interim  the  girl  solves  the  mystery.  Barbara 


Stanwyck,  Henry  Fonda.  Director:  Leigh 

Jason. 

Man  to  Remember,  A.. 905..  (80) Oct.  14 


Drama.  The  life  story  of  a rural  doctor,  whose 
humanitarianism  stands  out  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  selfish,  hypocritical  town  biggies  who  are 
antagonistic  to  him  during  his  lifetime.  Edward 
Ellis,  Ann  Shirley.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Mother  Carey’s  Chickens.  .833.  . (80) July  29 

Comedy  Drama.  The  struggles  of  an  English 
captaiw’s  widow  living  on  a meager  pension, 
and  the  love  triangle  of  her  two  daughters  who 
are  in  love  with  the  same  man.  Anne  Shirley, 
Ruby  Keeler,  James  Ellison,  Fay  Bainter.  Di- 
rector: Rowland  V.  Lee. 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off . .904.  . (76) Oct.  7 

Comedy.  The  father  of  a collegiate  swing  band 
leader,  offers  to  donate  $200,000  to  the  university 
if  the  coaching  staff  can  make  a football  star 
of  his  son  who  dislikes  the  game.  Joe  Peiiner. 
June  Travis.  Director:  Leslie  Goodwins. 

Next  Time  I Marry  (formerly  Trailer 

Romance) . .910. . (65)  Dec.  2 

Comedy.  Faced  with  loss  of  an  Inheritance  un- 
less, she  gets  an  American  husband,  but  in  love 
with  a Count,  a girl  marries  a WPA  worker. 
The  quick  divorce  agreed  upon  Is  forgotten 
when  romance  enters.  Lucille  Ball,  James  Elli- 
son, Leo  Bowman.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Pacific  Liner.  .914.  . (76)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  A ship’s  doctor  tries  to  stem  the 
spread  of  Asiatic  cholera  aboard  a traveling 
vessel,  but  the  chief  engineer  hampers  his  ef- 
forts, while  threats  of  mutiny  and  death  prevail. 
Victor  McLaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Painted  Desert.  .883.  . (59)  Aug.  12 

Western.  The  hero  thwarts  the  efforts  of  vil- 
lains to  gain  control  of  a tungsten  mine  located 
on  his  ranch.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  John- 
son, Ray  Whitley.  Director:  David  Howard. 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the 

Circus . . 948 . . (68)  Nov.  25 

Comedy  Drama.  Tommy  pinchhits  for  Ann  as 
a bareback  rider  with  the  circus  when  Ann  is 
hurt.  He  comes  through  with  flying  colors. 
Tommy  Kelly,  Ann  Gillis.  Director:  Edward  F. 
Cline. 

Renegade  Ranger.  .884.  . (60) Sept.  16 

Western.  A girl  attempts  to  remedy  the  wrongs 
of  land  thieves  and  is  arrested  for  murder,  but 
the  hero  pins  the  killing  on  a crooked  tax  col- 
lector and  wins  the  girl.  George  O’Brien,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director:  David  Howard. 

Room  Ser \ ice . . 901 . . ( 80)  Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A penniless  theatrical  producer  and 
his  assistants  fake  measles  to  keep  from  being 
thrown  out  of  their  hotel  and  persuade  the 
manager  to  finance  their  show.  Marx  Brothers. 
Ann  Miller,  Frank  Albertson.  Director:  William 
A.  Setter. 

Sky  Giant.  .835.  .(80)  July  22 

Melodrama.  Two  daredevil  aviators  of  a com- 
mercial airline  are  assigned  to  map  the  world 
from  the  air,  and  nearly  lose  their  lives  when 
imperfect  maps  cause  them  to  crash.  Richard 


Dix,  Chester  Morris.  Joan  Fontaine.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Smashing  tlie  Rackets.  .832.  . (80) Aug.  19 


Melodrama.  A G-Man  quits  to  become  junior 
prosecutor  in  the  office  of  the  D.  A.,  where  he 
learns  of  the  existence  of  protected  rackets,  and 
sets  out  to  clean  up  the  town.  Chester  Mor- 
ris, Bruce  Cabot,  Frances  Mercer.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Tarnished  Angel  (formerly  Miracle  Racket) 

907..  (67)  Oct.  28 

Melodrama.  A nightclub  hostess,  hiding  out 
from  police,  disguises  herself  as  an  evangelist 
and  plots  to  steal  a priceless  necklace  until 
she  discovers  her  fake  "faith  cures"  are  get- 
ting results.  Sally  Eilers,  Lee  Bowman.  Di- 
rector: Leslie  Goodwins. 


State  Rights 

Bronze  Buckaroo,  The..  (59) Hollywood  Piet. 

Western  with  All-Colored  Cast.  Villains  attempt 
to  acquire  a piece  of  land  containing  a valuable 
gold  mine.  Herbert  Jefferey,  Spencer  Williams, 
"Four  Tones."  Director:  Richard  C.  Kahn. 

Code  of  the  Fearless ..  (56) Spectrum 

Western.  A ranger  pretends  he  is  fired  from 
the  service  to  get  in  with  a gang  of  crooks. 
Fred  Scott,  Claire  Rochelle.  Director;  Raymond 
K.  Johnson. 


Country  Bride..  (85)  Amkinu 

Comedy.  A gay  Russian  comedy  dealing  with 
the  trials  and  tribulations  of  a pair  of  collec- 
tive farm  workers  in  love.  F.  N.  Kurikhln,  Maria 
Ladynina.  Director:  Ivan  Piriov. 

Convicts  at  Large.  . (57) Principal 

Comedy  Drama.  An  architect  blunders  into  a 
net  of  racketeers  who  think  he  is  an  escaped 
convict  who  knows  the  hiding  place  of  some 
stolen  jewels.  Ralph  Forbes,  Paula  Stone.  Di- 
rectors; Scott  E.  Beal  and  David  A.  Freedman. 

Courier  of  Lyons.  . (92) Pax  Films 

Drama.  The  story  of  an  18th  century  mail  rob- 
bery in  France,  in  which  all  the  thieves  but 
the  leader  are  caught.  The  wrong  man  is  mis- 
taken as  the  leader  and  is  guillotined  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Pierre  Blanchar,  Dita 
Parlo.  Dorville.  Director:  Maurice  Lehamji. 

Crossroads.  . (80) Tri-National 

Drama.  An  industrialist,  plagued  by  blackmail- 
ers, becomes  convinced  that  he  was  a notorious 
thief  before  he  lost  his  memory.  (French  dia- 
logue.) Charles  Vanel,  Jules  Berry,  Suzy  Prim. 
Director;  Kurt  Bernhardt. 

Dark  Sands..  (75)  Record  Pictures 

Drama.  A soldier,  unjustly  accused  of  murder, 
flees  the  army  and  becomes  leader  of  a desert 
tribe,  due  to  his  medical  and  general  knowledge, 
but  is  unaware  that  his  superior  officer  who 
befriends  him  is  court-martialed.  Paul  Robe- 
son, Henry  Wilcoxon.  Director:  Thornton  Free- 
land. 

Delinquent  Parents  (62)  Progressive 

Drama.  Woman  judge  makes  amends  for  her 
daughter  whom  she  placed  in  a foundling  home. 
Doris  Weston,  Maurice  Murphy,  Helen  Mac- 
Kellar.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Duke  Is  Tox)s,  The..  (65) Million  Dollar  Prod. 

Musical.  An  all-Negro  musical.  The  hero  sac- 
rifices his  own  stage  ambitions  for  his  sweet- 
heart singer,  while  he  goes  down  the  ladder 
and  ends  up  with  a medicine  show.  Ralph 
Cooper,  Lena  Horne.  Director:  Bill  Nolty. 

Father  O'Flynn.  . (67)  J.  H.  Hoffberg 

Drama  with  Music.  An  Irish  film  about  a girl 
kept  captiA'e  by  her  father  in  a gambling  house. 
Tom  Burke,  Jeane  Adrienne,  Dennis  O’Neil. 
Director:  Wilfred  Noy. 

Foolish  Virgin,  The.  . (80) Walch 

Drama.  An  elderly  lawyer  runs  off  with  a young 
girl.  Her  brother  follows  and  the  girl  is  shot 
by  mistake  in  a scuffle.  Victor  Francen,  Juliette 
Faber,  Gabrielle  Dorziat.  Director:  Henry  Dia- 
mant- Berger. 

Forbidden  Music.  . (64) World  Pictures 

Musical  Satire.  Dictator  of  a mythical  kingdom 
puts  a ban  on  music  so  his  subjects  can  con- 
centrate on  the  national  debt.  Jimmy  Durante, 
Richard  Tauber,  Diana  Napier.  Director:  Walter 
Forde. 

40  Little  Mothers  (Le  Moche)  . . (95)  . .National  Piet. 
Comedy.  A bachelor  teacher  in  a girls’  school 
tries  to  smuggle  in  an  abandoned  baby  found 
on  his  doorstep.  The  authorities  intervene  but 
the  girls  stage  a strike  to  reinstate  their  teacher. 
Lucien  Baroux,  Philippe,  Madeleine  Robinson. 
Director:  Leonide  Moguy. 

Friends.  (97)  Amkino 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  the  Caucasian  tribes  were 
welded  together  as  a revolutionary  force  in 
1917,  against  their  oppressors.  Boris  Babochkin, 
Nikolai  Cherkassov,  S.  Kayukov,  K.  Daushvili. 
L)irector:  L.  Anishtam. 

Great  John  Ericsson,  The..  (94) Scandinavian 

Swedish  picturization  of  a phase  of  American 
history,  depicting  a chapter  in  John  Ericsson’s 
life,  the  man  who  turned  the  tide  of  the  Civil 
War.  As  a prologue.  Count  Bernadette,  nephew 
to  King  Gustav  V of  Sweden,  greets  America. 
Victor  Seastrom,  Marta  Ekstrom,  Sigurd  Wallen. 
J.»lrector;  Gustaf  Edgreii. 

Heart  of  Paris..  (80) Walch 

Drama.  A prosperous  French  shopkeeper  and 
his  happy  family  come  to  the  aid  of  a Rus- 
sian girl  acquitted  of  a murder  charge.  (French 
dialogue  with  English  sub-titles.)  Raimu, 
Michele  Morgan.  Director:  Marc  Allgret. 

Kreutzer  Sonata,  The.  . (79)  . . .Foreign  Cinema  Arts 
Drama.  A French  film  version  of  Leo  Tolstoy’s 
famous  story  and  Beethoven’s  immortal  compo- 
sition. Gaby  Morlay,  Jean  Yonnel.  Director: 
Charles  Guichard. 

l.enin  in  October ..  (92)  Amkino 

Drama.  A chronicle  of  the  life  of  Lenin  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  the  Revolution.  Boris 
V.  Shchukin.  N.  Svobodln.  Director:  Mikhail 
Romm. 

IJfe  and  Loves  of  Beethoven ..  (80) World 

Drama.  A French  production  bringing  the  im- 
mortal music  of  the  famous  composer  to  the 
soreen  and  unfolding  his  tragic  love  stony.  Harry 
Baur,  Annie  Ducaux,  Pauley  Debucourt,  Janny 
Holt.  Director:  Abel  Gance. 


Mamele.  . (100)  Si>hinx 

Comedy-Drama.  Yiddish  film  about  a widowed 
mother  who  continually  makes  sacrifices  for  an 
unappreciative  clan.  Molly  Picon,  Edmund 
Avenda,  Max  Bozyk.  Directors:  Joseph  Green, 
Konrad  Tom. 

Marusia.  . (105)  tJkrafilm 

Drama  with  Music.  A Ukrainian  folk  drama  of 
a hunch-back  whose  love  for  the  town’s  fairest 
maiden  leads  to  the  death  of  the  girl  and  her 
true  lover.  Stephania  Melnvk,  Nicholas  Steh- 
nitzky.  Director;  Leo  Bulgakov. 

Neighbors, . (90) Best  Films 

Comedy.  A Jewish  comedy  of  errors  in  which 
a mixup  in  names  brings  confusion  and  ro- 
mance into  the  life  of  a radio  announcer.  Helen 
Gross,  Joseph  Orwid.  Director: 

Old  Curiosity  Shop,  The  . (70) Empire 

Period  Drama.  From  the  Charles  Dickens 
classic  of  the  same  name,  in  which  is  portrayed 
the  beloved  character  of  "Little  Nell."  Hay 
Petrie,  Elaine  Benson.  Director:  Thomas  Bentley. 

Orage  (Tempest) . . (73) Tri-National 

Drama.  An  engineer  gives  up  his  wife  for  a 
temptress  who  really  loves  him,  but  tragedy 
ensues.  (French  dialogue  with  English  sub- 
titles.) Charles  Boyer,  Michele  Morgan,  Lisette 
Lanvin.  Director: 

Paroled  From  the  Big  House..  (60) J.D.K. 

Drama.  The  story  of  what  happens  to  paroled 
convicts  the  love  interest  being  centered 
around  a girl  whose  father  has  been  killed  by 
the  gangsters  and  a cop  masquerading  as  a 
convict  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  pal.  Jean 
Carmen,  Richard  Adams.  Director:  Elmer 
Clifton, 

Sable  Cicada..  (87) Modern  Film  Corp. 

Historical.  A (Chinese  historical  classic  of  the 
fall  of  the  Han  dynasty.  Violet  Koo,  Y.  L.  Wei, 
I.  E.  Koo.  Director:  R.  Poh. 

Sacrifice  D’Honneur . . (75)  Tri-National 

Naval  Drama.  A wife  sacrifices  her  honor  to 
save  her  husband  from  court-martial  and  dis- 
missal from  the  naval  service.  (F^rench  dia- 
logue.) Annabella,  Victor  Francen.  Director: 

School  for  Husbands ..  (72) J.  H.  Hoffberg 

Comedy.  An  adult  film,  portraying  a philan- 
derer who  demonstrates  to  two  conventional 
husbands  the  advisability  of  flirting  with  one’.‘=« 
respective  spouses.  Diana  Churchill,  Henry 
Kendall,  Romney  Brent.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Slipper  Episode,  The..  (80) French  Film 

Farce.  Two  casual  acquaintances  tour  a large 
slice  of  Europe  to  return  a missing  slipper  to  a 
faithless  wife.  Betty  Stockflcld,  Roger  Treville. 
Director;  Jean  De  Limur. 

Tarzan  and  the  Green  Goddess.  . (72) . . . .Principal 
A statue  containing  a secret  formula  for  an 
explosive  is  the  center  of  a rigorous  search 
by  an  English  party  and  an  unscrupulous  out- 
fit who  fight  it  out  in  the  Guatemalan  jungle 
for  possession  of  the  formula.  Herman  Brix, 
Ula  Holt.  Director;  Edward  Kull. 

Ten  Laps  to  Go..  (67) Ace  Pictures 

Action  Drama.  A romance  of  the  speedway  in 
which  a racing  driver  loses  his  nerve  after  a 
crackup,  but  regains  It  In  time  to  save  his  boss 
from  an  unscrupulous  driver  who  attempts  to 
steal  his  invention  plans  and  wreck  his  ma- 
chine. Rex  Lease.  Muriel  Evans,  Tom  Moore. 
Director;  Elmer  Clifton. 

They  Were  Five..  (78)  Lenauer 

Drama.  Five  friends,  banded  together  by  ad- 
versity, win  a small  fortune  in  a lottery  and 
pool  their  resources  to  build  an  inn.  As  the 
picture  closes  only  two  of  the  five  friends  are 
left.  Jean  Gabin,  Charles  Vanel.  Director: 

Julien  Duvivler. 

Three  Legionnaires. . (63)  General 

Comedy.  Two  doughboys  stationed  in  an  obscure 
Siberian  village,  unaware  that  the  war  Is  over, 
stage  some  hectic  Incidents  that  nearly  land 
them  before  the  firing  squad.  Robert  Armstrong, 
Lyle  Talbot,  Pifi  D’Orsay.  Donald  Meek,  Anne 
Nagel,  Man  Mountain  Dean.  Director:  Hamilton 
MarFadden. 

Two  Sisters.  . (79) Foreign  Cinema 

Drama.  A Yiddish  film  portraying  the  sacri- 
fices an  older  sister  continually  makes  for  her 
younger  sister.  Jennie  Goldstein,  Michael  Ro- 
senberg. Director:  Ben  K.  Blake. 


20th  Century-Fox 

Alexander’s  Rag-time  Band.  .903.  . (105)^.  .Aag.  19 

Musical  Comedy.  A cavalcade  of  American 
music  for  the  past  25  years,  featuring  Irving 
Berlin’s  song  hits  of  those  decades.  Tyrone 
Power,  Alice  Faye.  Don  Ameche.  Director: 
Henry  King. 
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Always  in  Trouble.  .914.  . (70)  Nov.  4 

Comedy  Drama.  Jane  Withers  tries  to  get  her 
family  to  give  up  their  social-climbing  ideas 
after  her  father  suddenly  becomes  a multi- 
millionaire, and  plunges  everything  into  a tur- 
moil. which  is  straightened  out  by  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard.  Jane  Withers,  Eddie  Collins,  Jean 
Rogers,  Nana  Bryant.  Director;  Joseph  Sant- 
ley. 

Arizona  Wildcat  . .929.  . (09)  Feb.  3 

Comedy.  When  her  foster-father  is  accused  of 
lawlessness,  Jane  organizes  a band  of  night- 
riders  to  find  the  guilty  party.  Jane  Withers. 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  H.  I.  Leeds. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu.  .928. . ((i5) Jan.  13 

Mystery.  While  at  home  in  Hawaii,  awaiting 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild,  Chan  solves  a 
murder  committed  on  a tramp  steamer.  Sidney 
Toler,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  H.  Bruce  Hum- 
berstone. 

Down  on  the  Farm.  .920.  , (61) Dec.  16 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Jones  Family  vacations  on 
a farm,  and  Pa  Jones  is  forced  to  make  good 
his  boasts  at  the  corn-husking  bee  to  win 
nomination  to  the  state  senate.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Louise  Fazenda.  Director: 
Malcolm  St.  Clair. 

Five  of  a Kind.  .919.  . (83) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Dionne  Quints  in  a danc- 
ing and  singing  role,  woven  into  a plot  of 
two  rival  newspaper  reporters,  one  a girl,  who 
attempt  to  scoop  each  other  on  every  occasion 
until  they  agree  to  pool  their  interests  in  mar- 
riage. Dionne  Quintuplets,  Claire  Trevor,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Gateway.  .901..  (74)  Aug.  5 

Drama.  Innocently  involved  in  a ship  scandal, 
an  Irish  lass  is  rescued  from  Ellis  Island  by 
efforts  of  the  hero.  Arleen  Whelan,  Don 
Ameche,  Binnie  Barnes,  Gregory  Ratoff.  Di- 
rector: Alfred  Werker. 

Hold  That  Co-ed ..  907 ..  (80)  Sept.  16 

Camedy.  Politics  and  football  are  humorously 
blended  when  a wind-jamming  politician  ties 
up  his  senatorial  campaign  with  the  state  uni- 
versity football  team.  John  Barrymore,  George 
Murphy,  Joan  Davis.  Director:  George  Marshall. 

I’ll  Give  a IVDllion.  .855.  . (70) July  22 

Comedy  Drama.  A millionaire,  tired  of  money- 
grabbing leeches,  changes  clothes  with  a tramp 
and  wanders  off  in  search  of  some  one  who 


would  be  kind  to  him  for  himself.  Warner 
Baxter,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Peter  Lorre.  Direc- 
tor: Walter  Lang. 

Just  Around  the  Corner . .915.  . (71) Nov.  11 


Comedy  Drama.  America’s  child  sweetheart 
plays  the  role  of  an  architect’s  daughter,  whom 
she  helps  get  a new  start  in  his  career.  Shir- 
ley Temple,  Joan  Davis,  Bill  Robinson,  Charles 
Farrell.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Jesse  James.  .921 ..  (105)  0 Jan.  27 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  tragic  destiny  of  Amer- 
ica’s boldest  desperado.  Tyrone  Power,  Henry 
Fonda,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Keep  Smiling.  .902 ..  (77)  Aug.  12 

Drama.  A little  girl  treks  to  Hollywood  to  be 
with  her  uncle  and  crashes  the  movies,  at  the 
same  time  helping  her  uncle  who  is  down-and- 
out.  Jane  Withers,  Henry  Wllcoxon,  Gloria 
Stuart.  Director:  Herbert  1.  Leeds. 

Kentucky.  .923. . (95)  © Dec.  30 

Action  Drama.  Family  feuding,  which  keeps 
two  lovers  apart.  Is  forgotten  when  the  girl’s 
horse  wins  the  Kentucky  Derby.  Loretta  Young, 
Richard  Greene,  Ralph  Morgan.  Director:  David 
Butler. 

Little  Miss  Broadway.  .856.  . (70) July  29 

Musical  Comedy.  An  orphanage  inmate  is 
adopted  by  the  manager  of  a hotel  catering  to 
show  people  and  she  comes  to  the  rescue  when 
the  hotel  owner  tries  to  foreclose  for  a $2,500 
debt.  Shirley  Temple,  George  Murphy,  Jimmy 
Durante.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Meet  the  Girls.  .910.  . (66) Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  stranded  in  Hono- 
lulu, inadvertently  stow  away  on  a liner  bound 
for  the  states  and  become  mixed  up  in  a jewel 
theft.  June  Lang.  Lynn  Bari,  Erik  Rhodes. 
Director:  Eugene  Forde. 

3Ir.  Moto’s  I.^t  Warning.  .926. . (71) Jan.  20 

Melodrama.  Moto  masquerades  as  an  Oriental 
shopkeeper  to  trap  a renegade  who  tries  to  blow 
up  the  French  fleet  as  it  enters  Port  Said,  thus 
averting  a world  war.  Peter  Lorre,  Ricardo 
Cortez,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 

My  Lucky  Star.  .905.  . (84) Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Sonja  Henle  as  a modern  girl 
on  a co-ed  campus  performs  a series  of  new 
numbers  on  her  silver  skates.  Sonja  Henie. 
Richard  Greene.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto.  .912.  . (62) Oct.  21 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto,  on  the  trail  of  inter- 
national assassins,  deliberately  has  himself  im- 
prisoned on  Devil’s  Island,  where  he  “escapes” 


with  a member  of  the  suspected  band,  who  un- 
wittingly leads  him  to  the  assassins’  hideout. 
Peter  Lorre,  Mary  Maguire.  Director:  Norman 
Foster. 

Passport  Husband.  .854.  , (67)  July  15 

Comedy.  A Latin  dancer  is  about  to  be  de- 
ported as  an  alien,  but  a marriage  of  con- 
venience Is  arranged  for  her  with  a dim-wit- 
ted American,  so  she  can  carry  on  her  ro- 
mancing with  a gangster  sweetheart.  Stuart 
Erwin,  Harold  Huber,  Joan  Woodbury.  Direc- 
tor: James  Tinling. 

Road  Demon.  .918.  . (70)  Dec.  2 

Action  Drama.  Racketeers  responsible  for  the 
killing  of  an  Indianapolis  racetrack  driver  try 
similar  treatment  on  his  son,  but  are  outwit- 
ted by  a truckdriver  who  takes  the  boy’s  place 
at  the  wheel.  Henry  Arthur,  Joan  Valerie,  Hen- 
ry Armetta,  Tom  Beck.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Safety  in  Numbers.  .906.  . (55) Sept.  9 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Jones  Family  are  taken 
in  by  a group  of  promoters  who  float  a stock 
issue  to  the  gullible  townsfolk  by  selling  them 
the  idea  that  the  old  swamp-water  is  laden  with 
health-giving  minerals.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley 
Deane,  Spring  Byington.  Director:  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

Sharpshooters.  .916.  . (64)  Nov.  18 

Action  Drama.  A couple  of  roving  newsreel 
cameramen  save  a boy  ruler  of  a mythical 
European  kingdom  from  assassination.  Brian 
Donlevy,  Wally  Vernon,  Lynn  Bari.  Director: 
James  'Tinling. 

Smiling  Along.  .933.  . (85)  Jan.  20 

Musical  Comedy.  The  adventures  of  a troupe  of 
musical  comedy  artists  which  goes  on  its  own 
w’hen  the  manager  tries  to  chisel  on  a benefit 
show.  Gracie  Fields,  Roger  Livesey,  Mary  Ma- 
guire. Director:  Monty  Banks. 

Speed  to  Burn.  .904.  . (60) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama.  A jockey’s  love  for  his  horse 
outwits  a group  of  racetrack  racketeers  who 
are  determined  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
horse  before  the  big  race.  Marvin  Stephens, 
Michael  Whalen,  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Straight,  Place  and  Show.  .911.  . (65) Sept.  30 

Musical.  A broken-down  race  horse  is  entered 
in  the  steeplechase  and  wins  the  race.  Ritz 
Bros.  Ethel  Merman,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director: 
David  Butler. 

Submarine  Patrol.  .909.  . (96)  Nov.  25 

Action  Drama.  A rich  man's  son,  working  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  falls  in  love  with  the 
daughter  of  a munitions  freighter  skipper,  who 
objects  to  the  boy.  But  they  win  him  over 
when  they  sink  an  enemy  U-Boat.  Richard 
Greene.  Nancy  Kelly,  George  Bancroft.  Direc- 
tor: John  Ford. 

Suez.  .913.  . (104)  Oct.  28 

Historical  drama.  A history  of  the  construction 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  with  the  love  interest  woven 
around  a countess  who  deserts  the  man  who 
loves  her  to  become  the  wife  of  Louis  Na- 


poleon. Tyrone  Power.  Annabella.  Loretta 
Young,  J.  Edward  Bromberg.  Director:  Allan 
Dwan. 

Tail  Spin.  ,925.  . (83)  Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A saga  of  pulchritudinous  women 
fliers  who  risk  their  lives  in  speed  planes, 
competing  for  honors  in  airway  races.  Alice 
Faye,  Constance  Bennett.  Nancy  Kelly.  Director: 
Roy  Del  Rath. 

Thanks  for  Everything.  .917.  . (70) Dec.  23 


Comedy  with  Music.  The  head  of  an  advertis- 
ing agency  tries  to  make  a human  guinea  pig 
out  of  a young  man  who  comes  to  collect  the 
$25,000  prize  he  won  from  the  agency  in  a na- 
tional contest.  Adolphe  Menjou,  Jack  Oakie, 
Jack  Haley,  Arleen  Whelan.  Director:  William 
A.  Seiter. 

Three  Musketeers,  The . .927 . . ( . . ) Feb.  17 

Romantic  Comedy  Drama.  A musical  comedy 
version  of  Alexander  Dumas’  novel  of  the  love 
of  a swashbuckling  adventurer  for  a lady-in- 
waiting.  Don  Ameche.  Ritz  Bros.,  Binnie 
Barnes,  Gloria  Stuart.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

Time  Out  for  Murder.  .908.  . (60) Sept.  23 

Mystery.  A woman  Is  murdered  and  the  young 
bank  clerk  who  had  been  sent  to  pick  up  her 
jewels  is  accused.  Gloria  Stuart.  Michael  Wha- 
len. Director:  H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Up  the  River..  924..  (75) Dec.  9 

Comedy.  A farce  directed  at  football  teams  of 
penal  instftutlons.  Preston  Foster.  Tony  Mar- 
tin, Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  Alfred  Werker. 

We’re  Going  to  Be  Rich . . 857 . . (78) July  8 

Comedy.  A story  of  the  “Gay  Nineties”  In 
which  a variety  star  and  her  shiftless  husband 
find  themselves  stranded  through  his  Invest- 
ment In  a bogus  mine,  and  she  Is  forced  to 
work  in  a “honky  tonk”  joint,  where  the  boss 
falls  in  love  with  her.  Grade  Fields,  Victor 
Mcl.aglen,  Brian  Donlevy.  Director:  Monty 
Banks. 


While  New  York  Sleeps  (formerly  Inside 

Story) . .922.  . (61)  Jan.  6 

Mystery  Drama.  Two  roving  reporters  on  the 
trail  of  a scoop  are  plunged  into  the  midst  of  a 
murder  mystery.  Michael  Whalen,  Jean  Rogers. 
Harold  Huber,  Chick  Chandler.  Director:  H. 
Bruce  Humberstone. 


United  Artists 

AIg:iers. . (95)  An^r.  6 

Drama.  The  entrance  of  the  heroine  proves  the 
undoing  of  a noted  Jewel  thief  who  is  safe  so 
long  as  he  maintains  his  hideout  in  the  native 
quarter  of  Algiers.  Charles  Boyer,  Sigrid  Gurie, 
Hedy  Lamarr.  Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady,  The..  (91) Nov.  17 

Comedy  Drama.  Gary  Cooper,  this  time  as  a 
cowboy,  teaches  society  folk  good  manners  and 
wins  the  heart  of  rich  Merle  Oberon  for  keeps. 
Gary  Cooper,  Merle  Oberon,  Patsy  Kelly,  Walter 
Brennan.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

Drums  (99)  © Sept.  30 

Adventure  Drama.  Starring  Sabu  of  “Elephant 
Boy”  fame,  this  is  a story  of  military  adventure 
on  England’s  imperialistic  bypasses  in  Northern 
India,  where  native  tribes  try  to  throw  off  Great 
Britain’s  yoke.  Sabu,  Raymond  Massey.  Di- 
rector: Zoltan  Korda. 

Duke  of  West  Point,  The..  (105) Dec.  29 

Drama.  An  arrogant  cadet  proves  to  his  class- 
men his  unselfishness  when  he  takes  the  blame 
for  an  infraction  of  rules  to  save  a friend.  Louis 
Hayward,  Joan  Fontaine,  Tom  Brown.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

Made  for  Eaeh  Other..  (85) Jan.  26 

Comedy  Drama.  The  story  revolves  around  the 
love,  trials  and  tribulations  of  a couple  of 
newlyweds.  Carole  Lombard,  James  Stewart. 
Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Stage  Coaeh ..(..)  Feb.  4 

Outdoor  Drama.  Portrays  the  harrowing  events 
that  transpire  during  a stagecoach  journey. 
Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne,  Andy  Devine.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

There  Goes  My  Heart..  (84) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  heiress  working  in  a 
department  store  meets  and  falls  in  love  with 
a newspaper  man  with  an  aversion  to  heiresses. 
Fredric  March,  Virginia  Bruce,  Patsy  Kelly.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Topper  Takes  a Trip.  . (78) Jan.  12 

Comedy  Fantasy.  Continues  the  adventures  of 
Topper  and  his  spiritual  ghost.  Topper's  wife 
seeks  a divorce  because  of  "another  woman’’ 
who  turns  out  to  be  a ghost.  Constance  Ben- 
nett, Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Trade  Winds..  (94) Dee.  22 

Action  Drama.  A private  detective  i -aui  a 
girl  around  the  globe  as  a murder  suspect, 
brings  her  back  and  proves  her  innocent.  Fred- 
ric March,  Joan  Bennett,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann 
Sothern.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 

Young  in  Heart..  (90) Oct.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  A vagabond  family  is  in- 
vited by  a rich,  kindly  old  lady,  to  live  at  her 
home.  They  accept  with  the  idea  of  influenc- 
ing her  to  will  them  her  fortune,  but  the  old 
lady’s  faith  in  each  member  of  the  family 
causes  them  to  settle  down.  Janet  Gaynor, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr.,  Roland  Young,  Minnie 
Dupree.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 


Universal 

Black  Bandit..  3051..  (57)  Sept.  10 

Western.  A sheriff,  mistaken  for  his  twin 
brother  who  is  wanted  for  cattle  rustling,  is  ar- 
rested by  cattlemen,  but  the  heroine  leads  the 
posse  to  the  outlaws’  hideout.  Bob  Baker,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Danger  on  the  Air.  .2032. . (65) July  1 

Detective  Drama.  An  unethical  business  man  is 
murdered  under  mysterious  circumstances  in  a 
broadcasting  station.  Donald  Woods.  Nan  Grey, 
Skeets  Gallagher,  Berton  Churchill.  Director: 
Otis  Garrett. 

Exposed . . 3032 . . (63)  Nov.  4 

Action  Drama.  A girl  reporter  and  a former 
prominent  prosecutor  on  the  trail  of  a bandit 
gang  succeed  In  rounding  up  the  criminals  and 
bringing  them  to  justice,  (jlenda  Farrell,  Otto 
Kruger.  Director:  Harold  Schuster 

Freshman  Tear.  .3025. . (68)  Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  ’Two  college  freshmen  Insti- 
tute a “flunk  insurance”  bureau  for  students 
after  one  of  the  professors,  shaken  by  an  edi- 
torial In  the  college  paper  about  him.  changes 
the  examination  and  the  whole  class  flunks. 
Constance  Moore.  William  Lundlgan,  Stanley 
Hughes.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 
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Gambling:  Ship.  .3023.  . (60)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A young  girl  takes  over  the 
operation  of  her  father’s  gambling  vessel  when 
he  is  murdered  by  a notorious  rival.  Romance 
blooms  when  a G-Man  comes  to  the  rescue. 
Robert  Wilcox,  Helen  Mack,  Irving  Pichel. 
Director;  Aubrey  Scotto. 

Ghost  Town  Riders.  .3054. . (54) Dec.  16 

Western.  A gang  of  crooks  try  to  steal  the 
claim  on  mining  property  owned  by  a girl,  but 
the  hero  wipes  them  out  in  a gunfight.  Bob 
Baker,  Fay  Shannon.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 

Guilty  Trails.  .3052. . (57)  Oct.  21 

Western.  Bob  Baker  gives  up  his  sheriff’s 
badge  after  the  father  of  his  girl  dies.  He  be- 
comes foreman  of  the  girl’s  ranch  to  help  her 
pay  off  a note.  He  finds  the  note  fraudulent 
and  the  holder  the  murderer.  Bob  Baker.  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

His  Exciting  Night  (formerly  Adam’s 

Evening) . .3036.  . (63)  Nov.  11 

Comedy.  Charlie  Ruggles  is  the  victim  of  a 
series  of  practical  jokes  on  the  first  night  of 
his  wedding,  being  snatched  from  his  bride  and 
getting  involved  with  a blonde.  Director:  Gus 
Meins. 

Honor  of  the  West.  .3055. . (58) Jan.  13 

Western.  A sheriff  resigns  rather  than  arrest 
his  pal  whom  he  knows  is  guilty  of  cattle 
rustling,  but  he  captures  the  gang  after  his 
friend  is  killed.  Bob  Baker,  Marjorie  Bell, 
Carleton  Young.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

I.ady  in  the  Morgue,  The.  .2027.  . (70) Apr.  22 

Mystery  Drama.  A Crime  Club  mystery  where- 
in the  body  of  a murdered  woman  disappears 
from  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks. 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director;  Otis 
Garrett. 

Last  Express,  The.  .3028. . (63)  Oct.  28 

Mystery  Drama.  An  underworld  chief  hires  a 
private  detective  to  retrieve  damaging  evidence 
made  against  him,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he 
is  faced  with  the  solution  of  two  murders. 
Kent  Taylor,  Dorothea  Kent,  Addison  Richards. 
Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Last  Warning,  The.  .3027.  . (63) Jan.  6 

Mystery  Melodrama.  One  of  the  Crime  Club 
series,  in  which  Detective  Crane  is  called  in  to 
track  down  the  “Eye,”  a mysterious  extortionist. 
Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks,  Joyce  Compton. 
Director:  A1  Rogell. 

Letter  of  Introduction.  .2003, . (103) Aug.  12 

Comedy  with  music.  An  unheard-of  daughter 
with  stage  ambitions  overwhelms  her  vain 
father,  with  Edgar  Bergen  and  Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy contributing  to  the  action.  Adolphe  Men- 
jou,  Andrea  Leeds.  Director:  James  Whale. 

Little  ’Tough  Guy.  .2008. . (83) July  22 

Drama.  Featuring  the  six  "Dead  End”  kids  in 
another  drama  of  the  slums,  dealing  with  much 
the  same  sociological  problems.  Robert  Wilcox, 
the  “Dead  End”  Kids.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society.  .3011. . (70) . .Nov.  25 

Drama.  The  family  physician  for  a wealthy 
family  prescribes  as  a cure  for  their  spoiled  and 
sullen  child,  his  association  with  poor  boys  from 
the  East  Side  of  New  York.  Jackie  Searl, 
Mary  Boland,  Mischa  Auer,  Little  Tough  Guys. 
Director;  Erie  Kenton. 

Missing  Guest,  The.  . 2031 ..  (69) Aug.  12 

Melodrama.  A newspaperman  is  assigned  to 
bring  in  a story  getting  at  the  truth  of  the 
ghost  stories  surrounding  a mysterious  room  In 
a long-dead  millionaire’s  nvansion.  At  a party 
given  in  the  room,  a guest  disappears  and  an- 
other is  murdered.  Paul  Kelly,  Constance 
Moore,  William  Lundigan.  Director:  John 
Rawlins. 

Newsboys’  Home.  .3015. . (73) Dec.  23 

Action  Drama.  A newsboy  helps  his  boss  win 
a circulation  war  against  an  opposition  paper, 
and  helps  the  editor  win  the  girl  he  lovee. 
Jackie  Cooper,  Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

Personal  Secretary.  .3034.  . (62)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  A young  woman  reporter  takes  a job 
as  secretary  to  a rival  newspaperman,  without 
revealing  her  identity,  in  order  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  a murdered  man’s  wife.  Joy 
Hodges,  William  Gargan.  Director:  Max  Golden. 

Pirates  of  the  Skies.  . 3033 ..(..) Feb.  3 

Action  Drama.  A daredevil  transport  flier  joins 
the  State  Air  Force  and  uncovers  a gang  of 
crooks  who  have  been  transporting  their  stolen 
loot  by  plane.  Kent  Taylor,  Rochelle  Hudson, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director:  Joe  McDonough. 

Prairie  Justice.  .3053. . (57)  Nov.  4 

Western.  The  murderer  of  Bob  Baker’s  father 
and  leader  of  a gang  of  outlaws  undermining 
Dorothy  Fay’s  ranch,  turns  out  to  be  the  lat- 
ter’s uncle.  Bob  Baker,  Dorothy  Fay,  Jack 
Rockwell.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Prison  Break.  .2028.  . (73)  July  15 

Drama.  An  exposition  of  how  the  law  of  cir- 


cumstances takes  its  toll  of  human  lives  as  a 
fisherman  takes  the  "rap”  for  another’s  crime 
and  finds  the  going  tough  on  parole.  Barton 
MacLane,  Glenda  Farrell,  Paul  Hurst.  Director: 
Arthur  Lubin. 

Rage  of  Paris,  The.  .2005.  . (78) July  1 

Comedy.  An  unemployed  model  foists  herself 
through  subterfuge  on  a wealthy  young  man 
who  falls  in  love  with  her.  Danielle  Darrleux, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Louis  Hayward.  Direc- 
tor: Henry  Koster. 

Reported  Missing . . 1006 . . (63) Aug.  15 

Action  Drama.  A young  man,  whose  device  for 
airplane  navigation  is  held  responsible  for  a 
crash  and  many  deaths  uncovers  the  real  cul- 
prit. William  Gargan,  Jean  Rogers,  Hobart 
Cavanaugh.  Director:  Milton  Carruth. 

Road  to  Reno,  The.  .3017. . (69) Sept.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A satirical  comedy  based  on 
the  Reno  divorce  mill,  in  which  an  opera  singer’s 
rancher  husband  refuses  to  divorce  her  so  that 
she  can  marry  another.  Randolph  Scott,  Hope 
Hampton.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Secrets  of  a Nurse.  .3022. . (69)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A criminal  lawyer  sacrifices  his 
reputation  to  save  his  rival,  a young  boxer, 
who  has  been  framed  in  the  killing  of  his 
manager.  Edmund  Lowe,  Helen  Mack,  Dick 
Foran.  Director;  Arthur  Lubin. 

Service  De  Luxe.  .3013. . (85) Oct.21 

Comedy.  A young  woman,  operating  a personal 
service  bureau  is  called  upon  by  an  eccentric 
millionaire  to  sidetrack  his  nephew,  and  does 
herself  a personal  service  by  saving  the  latter 
from  her  man-crazy  rival.  Constance  Bennett. 
Vincent  Price.  Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 

Son  of  Frankenstein.  . (94)  Jan.  13 

Horror  Drama.  A scientist’s  son  sets  out  to 
redeem  his  father’s  name  and  succeeds  in 
destroying  the  monster.  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karloff,  Bela  Lugosi.  Director:  Rowland  V. 
Lee. 

Storm,  The.  .3016. . (78)  Oct.28 

Melodrama.  Men  battle  the  elements  and  each 
other  in  this  drama  of  two  feuding  brothers  and 
a heartless  ship  captain  who  sends  one  of  two 
wireless  operators  needlessly  to  his  death. 
Charles  Bickford,  Preston  Foster,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  Harold  Young. 

Strange  Faces.  .3035.  . (66)  Dec.2 

Action  Drama.  A gangster,  murdering  an  honest 
citizen  whom  he  resembles,  is  nipped  by  two 
reporters  in  his  attempt  to  marry  the  town’s 
rich  heiress.  Frank  Jenks,  Leon  Ames,  Doro- 
thea Kent.  Director:  Errol  Taggart. 

Suing,  Sister,  Swing.  .3021. . (69) Dec.  16 

Musical.  A high-powered  press-agent  brings  a 
group  of  hometown  swing  artists  to  New  York 
to  present  their  new  dance,  "The  Baltimore 
Bubble.”  Ken  Murray.  Johnny  Downs,  Eddie 
Quillan.  Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Swing  That  Cheer.  .3026.  . (63) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  college  football  team 
players  who  can’t  get  along  set  their  prejudices 
aside  when  they  learn  the  coach’s  job  depends 
on  their  winning  the  games.  Tom  Brown,  Andy 
Devine,  Constance  Moore.  Director:  Harold 
Schuster. 

That  Certain  Age . . 2007 . . ( 95 ) Oct.  7 

Musical  Comedy.  A group  of  adolescents,  who.se 
play-rehearsing  in  an  empty  house  is  disrupted 
by  new  tenants  moving  in.  arrange  to  "haunt” 
the  house  to  make  them  move.  Deanna  Durbin. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Ed- 
ward Ludwig. 

Youth  Takes  a FUng.  .3012.  . (78) Sept.  30 

Comedy  Drama.  A farm  boy.  with  ambitions 
to  go  to  sea,  comes  to  the  city,  meets  and  falls 
in  love,  and  against  the  girl’s  wishes,  is  de- 
termined to  realize  his  ambition.  On  board 
boat  he  becomes  seasick  and  goes  back  to  shore 
and  the  girl.  Joel  McCrea,  Andrea  Leeds,  Frank 
Jenks.  Director:  Archie  Mayo. 


Warner  Bros. 

Boy  Meets  Girl.  .303.  . (80) Augr.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  With  a boy-meets-loses-wlns- 
girl  theme  against  a motion  picture  studio 
background  which  burlesques  picture-making 
problems.  James  Cagney,  Pat  O’Brien,  Marie 


Wilson,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Lloyd 

Bacon. 

Brother  Rat.  .355. . (89)  Oct.  29 


Comedy.  From  the  Broadway  hit  stage  play, 
revolving  around  the  escapades  and  romances  of 
cadets  at  Virginia  Military  Institute.  Wayne 
Morris,  Eddie  Albert,  Ronald  Reagan,  Priscilla 
Lane.  Director:  William  Keighley. 

Cowboy  From  Brooklyn.  .217.  . (77) Aug.  13 

Musical  Comedy.  A Flatbush  entertainer,  mor- 
tally afraid  of  horses,  gets  on  a dude  ranch 
and  becomes  a cowboy  crooning  sensation,  only 
to  find  himself  entering  the  rodeo  show  after 


being  tricked  Into  an  expose  by  a courtship 
rival.  Pat  O’Brien,  Dick  Powell,  Priscilla  Lane. 
Director;  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Dawn  Patrol.  .303. . (103) Dec.  24 

Action  Drama,  The  lives  of  two  British  filers 
on  the  western  front  during  the  World  War. 
Errol  Flynn,  Basil  Rathbone.  Director:  Edmund 
Gouldiiig. 

Devil’s  Island.  .313.  . (62) Jan.  7 

Action  Drama.  A famous  surgeon,  unjustly  sen- 
tenced to  the  infamous  Island,  heads  an  escape 
party,  which  ironically  is  picked  up  by  a ship 
bound  for  the  colony.  Boris  Karloff,  Nedda 


Harrigan,  James  Stephenson.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Clemens. 

Footloose  Ueiress*  The.  .123.  . (62) Aug.  21 


Roinaniic  Comedy.  The  accidental  appearance 
of  a wealthy  lad  disguised  as  a hobo,  changes 
the  marital  status  of  a young  girl  about  to 
elope.  Ann  Sheridan,  Craig  Reynolds,  Hugh 
O'Connell.  Director:  Williams  Clemens. 

Four’s  a Crowd.  .213.  . (95) Sept.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A newspaperman  lampoons 
a millionaire  stock  market  tycoon,  runs  off 
with  his  daughter,  but  falls  in  love  with  aji- 
other  girl.  Errol  Flynn,  Rosalind  Russell,  Olivia 


de  Havilland,  Walter  Connolly.  Director: 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Hard  to  Get..  310..  (79)  Noy.  5 


Comedy.  A young  would-be  architect,  working 
in  a gasoline  station,  refuses  to  accept  as  a 
charge  the  gas  bought  by  a wealthy,  spoiled 
heiress,  and  forces  her  to  work  it  out.  Dick 
Powell,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Charles  Winninger. 
Director:  Ray  Enright. 

King  of  the  Underworld.  .317.  . (69) Jan.  28 

Melodrama.  A woman  doctor  avenges  the  mur- 
der of  her  husband  by  temporarily  blinding  a 
mob  of  gangsters,  thus  aiding  the  police  in 
their  capture.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Kay  Francis, 
James  Stephenson.  Director:  Lewis  Seiler. 

Men  Are  Such  Fools.  .215.  . (69) July  16 

Comvdy  Drama.  Based  on  the  Faith  Baldwin 
story,  in  which  a secretary  elevates  herself  to 
an  executive  position,  gives  up  her  job  to 
marry  only  to  return  again  after  it  falls.  By 
pretending  to  be  in  love  with  her  benefactor 
a reconciliation  is  effected.  Wayne  Morris, 
Priscilla  Lane.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Mr.  Chump.  .227.  . (60)  Aug.  6 

Comedy.  A small-town  dreamer  makes  mil- 
lions on  paper  through  his  stock  manipulations. 
Johnny  Davis,  Lola  Lane,  Penny  Singleton.  Di- 
rector: William  Clemens. 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective.  .319. . (65) Nov.  12 

Drama.  Bonita  Granville  turns  detective  to  ex- 
pose Charles  Trowbridge,  who  drugs  wealthy 
old  women  out  of  the  way,  then  takes  their 
fortune.  Bonita  Granville,  John  Litel,  Frankie 
Thomas.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Off  the  Record  (formerly  Unfit  to  Print) 

314..  (68)  Jan.  21 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Bobby  Jordan.  Director:  James 
Flood. 

Racket  Busters.  .206.  . (71)  July  16 

Melodrama.  A group  of  truckmen  are  forced 
by  racketeers  to  pay  tribute  and  one  of  them 
who  needs  the  money  is  supposedly  on  the 
racketeers'  side,  but  comes  back  to  aid  his 
friends  when  a strike  is  staged.  George  Brent, 
Gloria  Dickson.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 

Sisters,  The . . 302 . . (99)  Oct,  16 

Drama.  Portrays  the  lives  and  loves  of  three 
sisters  and  the  type  oi  man  each  one  marries. 
Bette  Davis.  Errol  Flynn.  Anita  Louise.  Di- 
rector: Anatole  Litvak. 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal ..  307 ..  (89) Jan.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  The  social  reform  of  a hard- 
boiled  fighter  who,  thinking  himself  guilty  of 
murder,  hides  out  on  an  Arizona  fruit  ranch. 
John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man.  .318.  . (62) Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama.  The  sixth  of  the  Torchy  Blane 
series,  in  which  a counterfeiter  poses  as  a 
G-Man  to  gain  police  confidence,  but  is  ex- 
posed by  a girl  reporter.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLane,  Tom  Kennedy,  Director:  Wil- 
liam Beaudine. 

Valley  of  the  Giants.  .305.  . (79)  © Sept.  17 

Drama.  A life  and  death  battle  between  the 
land  owners  and  a group  of  financial  barons 
who  want  to  steal  their  timber  land.  Wayne 
Morris,  Charles  Bickford,  Claire  Trevor.  Di- 
rector: William  Keighley. 

Wings  of  the  Navy..  (89) Feb.  11 

Action  Drama.  A pilot,  jealous  of  his  brother’s 
success  in  the  naval  air  service,  sets  a record 
of  his  own.  George  Brent,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
John  Payne.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 
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Alphabetical  Index  oF  Feature  Releases 

Designed  as  a Time-«iaTinK  Guide  for  Exhibitors  Who  Know  the  Title  of  a Picture,  but  Do  Not  Recall  the  Producer  or  Distributor.  AU  Pictures  Listed 
Here  Appear  in  the  PRODPCTION  IN'DEX  in  Alphabetical  Order  Under  the  Proper  Conipanj  Headings.  Date  Following  Title  is  Issue  of  Review. 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  24 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (RKO)  July  16 
Alexander's  Ragtime  Band 
(20th-Fox)  June  4 
Algiers  (UA)  July  2 
Ali  Baba  Goes  to  Town  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  30 

Always  in  Trouble  (20th-Fox)  Aug. 20 
Amazing  Dr.  t'lilterliouse  (FN) 

July  9 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO)  Oct.  22 
Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox)  Nov  12 
Arkansas  I'raveler  (Para) 

Army  Girl  (Rep)  July  23 
Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond  (Para) 
Artists  and  Models  Abroad 
(Para)  Nov.  5 
Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 

B 

Barefoot  Bo.v  (Mono) 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 
Billy  the  Ivid  Returns  (Rep)  Sept.  3 
Black  Bandit  (Univ) 

Blazing  Sixes  (WB) 

Block-Heads  (M-G-M)  Aug.  20 
Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 
Booloo  (Para)  July  2 
Boy  Meets  Girl  (WB)  July  30 
Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan  21 
Boys'  Town  (M-G-M) 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 
Breaking  the  Ice  (RKO)  Sept.  3 
Broadway  Musketeers  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Bronze  Buekaroo  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Brother  Rat  (WB)  Oct.  22 
Bulldog  Drummond  in  Africa 
(Para)  Aug.  6 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O'Connor  (M-G-M) 
Jan.  14 


c 

California  Frontier  (Col)  Dec.  24 
Camims  Confessions  (Para)  Sept.  17 
Carefree  (RKO)  Sept.  3 
Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 
(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 
Chaser,  The  (M-G-M)  July  30 
Chicago  Ben  (GB) 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M),  Dec.  17 
Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29 
Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29 
Code  of  the  Fearless  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Colorado  Trail  (Col)  Nov.  5 
Come  On,  Leathernecks  (Rep) 

Aug.  27 

Come  On,  Rangers ' (Rep)  Dec.  3 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN),  Dec.  17 
Convict  99  (GB) 

Convicted  (Col) 

Convicts  at  I.arge  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Convict’s  Code  (Mono) 

Country  Bride  (Aink)  June  18 
Courier  of  L.\ons  (Pax)  June  18 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 

Cowboy  From  Brookl.vn  (WB) 

June  18 

Crashing  Through  (GN) 

Crime  Over  London  (GB)  Aug.  13 
Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col)  May  7 
Crossroads  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Crowd  Roars  (M-G-M)  Aug.  6 

D 

Danger  on  the  Air  (Univl  Julv  2 
Dangerous  .Secrets  (GN)  Oct.  29 
Dark  Sands  (SR)  Aug.  20 
Datvn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 
Delinquent  Parents  (Piogr)  July  16 
Desperate  Adventure  (Rep)  July  30 
Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 
Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 
Down  in  Arkansas  (Rep)  Nov.  12 
Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox), 

Oct.  15 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M),  Dec.  10 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  Is  Tops  (.Million  Dollar) 

June  18 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 
Durango  I'alley  Raiders  (Rep) 

E 

Easy  Money  ( I n v ) 

Everybody  Dance  (GB) 

Exile  Express  (GN) 

Exposed  (Unlv) 

F 

Father  O’Flynn  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep)  Jan.  14 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 


Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  16 
Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M),  Dec.  3 
Foolish  Virgin  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Footloose  Heiress,  I’he  (WB) 
Forbidden  Musie  (SR)  Jan.  14 
Forged  Pass])ort  (Rep)  Feb.  11 
40  Little  Motliers  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20 
Four’s  a Crowd  (WB)  July  30 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  Jan  28 
Freshman  Year  (Univ)  Aug.  27 
Friends  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 
Frontiersmen  (Para),  Nov.  26 
I'ugitives  for  a Night  (RKO)  Oct.  1 


G 

Gambling:  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24 
Gang:  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 
Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN)  July  30 
Gateway  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  6 
Ghost  Tow'n  Riders  (Univ) 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Girls’  School  (Col)  Oct.  1 
Gladiator,  The  (Col) 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 
Great  John  Ericsson  (Scandinavian) 
June  18 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12 
Guilty  Trails  (Univ) 

Gunga  Din  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 


H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 
Heart  of  Paris  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Heart  of  the  North  (FN),  Dec.  17 
Heroes  of  the  Hills  (Rep) 

Higgins  Family  (Rep)  Sept.  10 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  17 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11 
Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M) 


I 

1 Am  a Criminal  (Mono),  Dec.  3 
1 Am  the  l.aw  (Col)  Aug.  27 
Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
I'll  Give  a Million  (20th-Fox) 
July  16 

In  Old  Mexico  (Para)  Aug.  6 


I 

.lesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21 
Just  Around  the  Comer  (20th-Fox) 
Nov.  5 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  10 


E 

Keep  Smiling  (20th-Fox)  June  18 
King  of  Alcatraz  (Para) 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 
Jan.  14 

Kreutzer  Sonata  (SR)  Dec.  31 


L 

I.ad.v  Buekaroo  (GN) 

Lady  in  the  Morgrue  (Univ)  Oct.  23 
luidy  Objects  (Col) 

I.ady  Vanishes  (GB) 

Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Law  of  thie  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29 
Lawless  Valley  (RKO)  Nov.  6 
l.,cnin  in  October  (Amklno) 

Letter  of  Introduction  (Univ)  Aug.  6 
Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven  (World 
Films)  Deo.  25 
Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M) 

Little  Adventuress  (Col) 

Little  Miss  Broadway  (20th-Fox) 
July  9 

Little  Orphan  Annie  (Para),  Dec.  3 
T.lttle  Tough  Guy  (Univ)  July  16 
Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 
(Univ)  Nov.  26 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col)  Jan.  28 
Long  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 
Love  Finds  And.v  Hard.v  (M-G-M) 
July  16  y 

M 

Made  for  Eaeh  Other  (UA)  Feb.  11 


Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO)  Oct.  15 
.Man  From  Jlusic  Mountain 
Man  to  Remember,  A (RKO) 

I Rep)  Aug.  13 
Mamele  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Man  With  100  Faces  (GB)  Nov.  19 
Marie  Antoinette  (M-G-M)  July  30 
Marusia  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Meet  the  Girls  (20th-Fox)  July  23 
Men  Are  Such  Fools  (WB)  June  25 
Men  With  Wings  (Para)  Oct.  29 
■Mexicali  Kid  (Mono) 

Missing  Guest  (Univ)  Aug.  20 
Mother  Carey’s  Chickens  (RKO) 

Mr.  Chump  (WB)  July  23 
Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (RKO) 

Sept.  10 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th- 
Fox)  Dec.  24 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono) 

M.v  Lucky  Star  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  3 
M.vsterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 
Mysterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  24 


N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  Jan.  28 
Nav.v  Secrets  (Mono) 

Neighbors  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Newsboys  Home  (Univ) 

Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO)  Dec.  10 
Night  Hawk  (Rep)  Oct.  1 


o 

Old  Curiosity  Shop  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Orage  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Orphans  of  the  Pecos  (Vie) 

Orphans  of  the  Streets  (Rep)  Dec.  17 
Out  West  With  Hardys  (M-G-M) 
Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) 


P 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Dec.  31 
Pagliacci  (GB) 

Painted  Desert  (RKO)  Aue.  6 
I*aris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24 
Paroled  From  the  Big  House 

(SR)  Aupr.  20 

Passport  Hii'ihand  ^^2ntb-Fox)  July  2 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus 

(RKO)  Nov.  26 

Penrod’s  Double  Trouble  (FN) 

April  2 

Personal  Secretary  (T^niv) 

Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Phantom  Gold  (Col)  Nov.  26 
Pi<*neer  Trsiil  (CnI) 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) 

Prairie  Moon  (Rep)  Oct.  29 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28 
Prison  Break  (Univ)  July  23 
Professor  Beware  (Para)  July  16 


R 

Racket  Busters  (WB)  Aug.  20 
Rage  of  Paris  (Univ)  June  18 
Red  River  Range  (Rep) 
Reformatory  (Col)  June  25 
Renegade  Ranger  (RKO)  Sept.  10 
Renfrew  of  the  Great  A^ite  Trail 
fGN) 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep)  Nov.  26 
Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  13 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para)  Dec.  10 
Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  .Ian.  28 
Rio  Grande  (Col) 

Road  Demon  (20th-Fox) 

Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3 
Room  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17 
Hough  Riding  Rhythm  (Conn) 


s 

Sable  Cicada  (SR)  Feb.  4 
Sacrifice  D’Honneur  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Safet.v  in  Ninnhers  (20th-Fox) 

Aug.  13 

Santa  Fe  Stami>ede  (Rep)  Dec.  17 
Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26 
School  for  Husbands  (SR)  Jan.  28 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ)  Nov.  19 
Secrets  of  an  Actress  (FN) 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19 
Shopworn  Angel  (M-G-M)  July  9 
Sing  You  Sinners  (Para)  Aug.  13 
Sisters,  The  (WB) 

Sk.v  Giant  (RKO)  July  23 
Slipper  Episode  (French)  June  18 
Smashing  the  Rackets  (RKO)  July  30 
Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col)  Jan.  28 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17 


Song  of  the  Buekaroo  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  Jan.  21 
Sons  of  the  Legion  (Para)  Sept.  17 
South  of  Arizona  (Col)  Oct.  15 
Spawn  of  the  North  (Para)  Aug.  27 
Speed  to  Burn  (20th-Fox)  June  11 
Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Stablemates  (M-G-M) 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 

Stand-in  (UA)  Oct.  9 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 

Sept.  24 

St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19 
Straight,  Place  and  Show  (20th- 
Fox)  Oct.  1 
Strange  Boarders  (GB) 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  The 
(Col)  Oct.  29 
Strange  Faces  (Univ) 

Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

.Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 
Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 
Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ)  Dec.  17 
Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 


T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4 

Tarnished  Angrel  (RKO)  Oct.  29 
'I'ar/an  and  the  Green  Goddess 
(Prln)  June  18 

Ten  Laps  to  Go  (Ace)  June  18 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (Rep)  Aug.  27 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col)  July  30 
Texans,  The  (Para)  July  23 
Texas  Stampede  (Col) 

Thanks  for  Everything:  (RKO) 

Dec.  10 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12 

That  Certain  Age  (Univ) 

There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA)  Oct.  1 
There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 
Dec.  17 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 
Jan.  7 

They  \i'ere  Five  (Lenauer)  June  18 
Thirteenth  Guest  (Mono)  July  31 
39  Steps,  The  (GB) 

Three  l.«egioiiiiHire»  (Gen’l) 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (M-G-M) 
Sept.  3 

Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  11 

liiree  of  a Kind  (Inv) 

Thundering  West  (Col) 

'rime  Out  for  Murder  f20th-Fox) 
'ritans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 

T(nn  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  17 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Blaiie  in  Chinatown  (FN) 
'Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB)  Oct.  15 
'Fouchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
Trade  Winds  (UA) 

Trapped  by  G-Men  (Col)  reviewed 
under  title  (River  of  Missing  Men) 
Sept.  11 

'trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21 
Tropic  Holiday  < I'ara)  July  2 
Two  Sisters  (SR)  Dec.  24 


u 

Under  Suspicion  (Col)  Nov.  27 
Under  the  Big  Top  (Mono) 

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox) 


V 

Vacation  From  Love  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8 
Valley  of  the  Giants  (FN)  Sept.  24 


W 

AVanted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

AA’e’re  Going  to  Be  Rich  (20th- 
Fox)  July  9 

AA’est  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col)  Dec.  24 
AA’estern  .Jamboree  (Rep)  Dec.  24 
AVhere  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 
AATiile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 
Fox)  Oct.  22 

AA'ild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono)  Jan.  7 
AA'iiigs  of  the  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21 
AAoman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4 


Y 

You  Can’t  fake  It  With  Yon  (Col) 

.“^ept.  3 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22 
Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12 
A’oiith  Takes  a Fling  (Univ) 


My  next  production: 

BERNARD  SHAW’S 

"The  DOCTOR’S  DILEMMA" 


Distributed  by  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Current  Clean-up:  ^TYGMALBON^^ 


Detective  James  Lee  Wong  In 

The  MYSmr  of  Mr.  WONG 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  NIGH 
Screenplay  by  SCOTT  DARLING 
Based  on  the  Collier’s  Magazine 
story  by  Hugh  Wiley 


NAVY  SECRETS 

Directed  by  HOWARD  BRETHERTON 

Screenplay  by  HARVEY  GATES 
From  the  original  Cosmopolitan 
Magazine  story  by  Steve  Fisher 


RALPH  BELLAMY 

in 

lITTlE  PAL 

Former  Title 
'The  HEALER" 

with 

MICKEY  ROONEY 


Directed  by  REGINALD  BARKER 
Adaptation  by  JAMES  KNOX  MILLEN 
and  JOHN  GOODRICH 
Continuity  by  GEORGE  WAGGNER 
Suggested  by  the  hovel  by  ROBERT  HERRICK 


BORIS 

KARLOFF 


FAY 

WRAY 


JACKIE 
COOPER 

in 

STREETS 

OF 

NEW  YORK 


Screenplay  by  ROBERT  ANDREWS 


FEARFUL  DALLAS  DECISION  MAY  MARK  END  TO  CLEARANCE  SYSTEM  . . . ALLIED 


WILL  GO  FOR  CONCILIATION,  MAKING  ARBITRATION  OPTIONAL  . . . INDUSTRY- 




WIDE  PROBE  IN  WASHINGTON  THREATENS  . . . NATION'S  PRESS  COMMENT  60.9 
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T H E A T B t 


More  than  $150,000  in 
quarters  and  half-dollars 
from  delighted  movie  fans  in 
11  amazing  weeks  at  the 
Astor,  and  no  let-up  in  sight! 


PYGMALION  IS  A PROVEN 
SUCCESS  NATIONWIDE  and  will 


be  released  March  3rd  by  M-G-M! 


The  success  of  this  down-to-earth  comedy  romance  is  phenomenal.  Its  progress  has  been  watched  with  keenest  interest 
by  the  entire  industry.  The  mass  audience  appeal  revealed  by  the  Astor  crowds  was  further  emphasized  by  the  cross- 
section  of  the  public  in  ail  subsequent  test  engagements.  Literally,  its  biggest  business  comes  from  the  masses.  It  is  in 
its  7th  week  at  the  Four  Star  Theatre,  Los  Angeles,  and  still  packing  them  in.  Dayton  was  chosen  next  as  a typical 
American  city  and  it  beat  “Good  Earth’’,  “Mane  Antoinette”,  “Captains  Courageous”  and  other  big  shows  and  was 
HELD  OVER  FOR  2nd  GREAT  WEEK!  Miami  and  Miami  Beach  followed  to  prove  equally  successful  and  now  its 
triumph  has  spread  to  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Kansas  City,  Houston,  Dallas  and  San  Diego.  Watch 
these  and  other  cities  as  M-G-M’s  showmanship  surprise  hit  continues  on  its  record-breaking  career. 
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ANOTHER  READING 

Much  continues  to  reach  the  printed  page  these 
days.  And  much  of  it  surprising,  not  to  say  un- 
expected. There  is,  for  instance,  a revelatory  editorial 
in  “Motion  Picture  Herald,"  neighbor  and  contemporary, 
and  from  it,  is  the  following  rolling  off  Terry  Ramsaye's 
typewriter: 

"Pressures  toward  a change  in  the  character  of  the  offerings 
of  the  theatre  screen  are  many,  insistent,  often  vociferous. 

These  pressures  vary  in  nature  from  the  extreme  duplicity  of 
disguised  revolutionary  propagandists  to  the  honest  demand 
for  a broader  service  of  civilization  by  the  art — and  all  de- 
grees between. 

"There  are  evidences  that  important  developments  are  in 
progress. 

"It  is  certain  that  before  long  the  screen  will  be  dealing 
with  new  materials. 

"With  the  application  of  reasonable  intelligence,  reason- 
able precaution  against  extravagant  swings  of  the  pendulum 
of  trend,  the  developments  to  come  can  be  on  the  broad 
overage  constructive. 

"An  experimental  period  is  ahead. 

"This  is  proper,  inevitable.  In  this  era  of  social  and 
political  flux,  it  is,  not  remotely  possible  for  the  motion  pic- 
ture amusement  screen  to  remain  static. 

"It  is  to  be  hoped,  desired  that  this  time,  in  the  business 
of  going  somewhere,  the  institution  of  the  organized  screen 
shall  be  sufficiently  well  advised  and  discreet  not  to  go  over- 
board in  the  headlong  fashion  that  has  made  so  much  of  its 
history  spectacular  . . . The  adventure  will  involve  losses, 
which  will  have  to  be  charged  to  development  expense.  The 
industry  is  used  to  that.  It  can  survive  most  anything  as 
long  as  there  is  a boxoffice." 

This  is  surprising,  unexpected  and  revelatory  because 
it  represents  an  about-face  in  an  editorial  policy,  the 
clarion  call  of  which  was  sounded  by  that  paper's  pub- 
lisher and  editor-in-chief  on  August  31,  1937,  before  the 
Institute  of  Human  Relations  at  Williamstown,  Massa- 
chusetts. There  it  was  that  Martin  Quigley  said,  in  part: 

“There  are  those  who  damn  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try for  an  alleged  lack  of  social  consciousness;  for  failure 
to  give  pictorial  expression  to  the  great  political,  social 
and  economic  issues  of  the  day.  It  is  the  industry's  judg- 
ment and  mine  that  the  entertainment  film  belongs  in  the 
province  of  entertainment  and  nowhere  else." 

The  speaker's  judgment,  of  course,  and  his  right.  The 
industry's?  No  proof  is  at  hand  to  show  it. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  there  is  considerable  evidence  to 
the  complete  contrary. 

There  is  the  evidence  offered  by  some  of  the  best 
creative  minds  in  Hollywood  who  are  fed  up  on  the 
industry's  slavish  kow-tow  before  the  escapist  theme 
and  only  that. 

There  is  Dudley  Nichols,  president  of  the  Screen  Writ- 
ers' Guild,  whose  views  as  expressed  before  the  National 
Board  of  Review  found  their  way  into  these  pages  re- 
cently. 


OF  THE  SIGNPOST 

There  is  the  gallant  fight  for  progress  waged,  and 
being  maintained,  by  Walter  Wanger  as  a result  of  his 
experience  with  "Blockade."  There  is  the  case  of  “Idiot's 
Delight"  and  of  “Boy  Slaves."  There  is  the  case  to  come 
of  the  Warners  determined  to  expose  the  manouevers 
of  the  Hitler  regime.  There  is  Charlie  Chaplin  and  “The 
Dictators."  And  not  to  be  overlooked,  is  the  recent  speech 
of  Will  Hays  recognizing  “part  of  the  world  on  fire,  with 
foes  even  in  our  own  household,  with  danger  of  con- 
tagion from  a distance"  and  asking  representatives  of 
civic  groups  with  a membership  of  30,000,000  in  the 
United  States  for  ways  and  means  “for  further  intensify- 
ing the  service  of  motion  pictures." 

Perhaps  the  judgment  of  the  industry  has  undergone 
a startling  change  since  that  August  day,  exactly  as  our 
contemporary  now  writes  about  “the  wider  angle  of  the 
screen  material  of  tomorrow"  and,  in  complete  reverse, 
now  encourages  views  it  has  consistently  attacked  until 
this  very  juncture. 

We  are  glad  to  see  it.  And  we  are  quite  sincere 
about  it.  While  we  must  confess  to  our  astonishment,  it 
is  gratifying  to  suddenly  look  up  and  find  BOXOFFICE 
has  an  ally  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 

Allies  are  necessary  in  this  editorial  pounding  for  an 
industry  alert  to  its  inescapable  responsibilities.  Ines- 
capable and  responsibilities  alike  to  an  awareness  of 
the  current  happenings  of  the  day.  For  motion  pictures, 
preponderantly  escapist  as  they  probably  always  will 
be,  must  go  beyond  their  own  created  rags-to-riches 
concept  if  progress  is  to  be  made  and  advance  recorded. 

There  need  be  no  fear  in  any  exhibitor  minds  that 
all  which  has  been  said  in  these  columns  means  Holly- 
wood must  convert  itself  into  a machine  for  propaganda. 
That  term  has  been  deliberately  tossed  about  to  befog 
the  issue  anyway.  The  majority  of  the  product  will  fol- 
low its  well-grooved  course  and  this  is  as  it  should  be. 
But  there  is  need,  exactly  as  there  is  room,  for  a portion 
of  the  product  that  has  something  vibrant  and  alive  to 
say;  for  product  that  is  modern  because  it  deals  with 
modern  causes  and  effects;  for  product  that  strikes  into 
new  channels  worn  through  by  the  pressure  of  the  times 
in  which  we  live. 

The  entertainment  formula  need  not  be  sacrificed 
thereby  and  it  will  not.  But  it  will  find  new  facets  of 
expression,  untouched  story  avenues  to  explore,  intensi- 
fied drama  to  embrace  and  a chance  to  re-galvanize 
the  vitality  which  it  so  sorely  requires. 


FEARFUL  DALLAS  DECISION  MAY  MARK  END 
TO  ENTIRE  NATIONAL  CLEARANCE  STRUCTURE 


Sons  of  the  Fathers 

New  York — While  lawyers  on  the  payrolls  of  the  majors  and  others  under 
retainer  to  fight  the  government  suit  generally  agree  the  minority  opinion  of  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  Roberts  in  the  Interstate  case,  if  carried  to  its  logical  conclu- 
sion, imperils  the  entire  existing  clearance  structure,  they  are  at  odds  about  the 
rest  of  the  lengthy  decision. 

One  attorney  reflects  cross-sectional  opinion  with  this: 

"We've  got  between  40  and  50  lawyers  in  our  firm.  Most  of  them  have  sons 
and  I suppose  the  majority  of  the  boys  will  grow  up  to  be  lawyers  like  their 
fathers.  Even  they  won't  be  able  to  agree  on  the  exact  and  full  interpretations  of 
the  supreme  court  opinion.  Now  draw  your  own  conclusions  from  this  point  on." 

Washington  Hears  a Minute 
Industry  Probe  Impends 


No  Control  Is  Possible 
Over  Prices  or  Duals 
Through  Contracts 

New  York — Attorneys  for  the  majors, 
poring  over  the  lengthy  and  complex  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  com’t  in  the  Inter- 
state case,  agree  practically  to  a man  that 
the  opinion,  if  carried  to  its  final  con- 
clusion, may  signal  the  death  of  clear- 
ances as  set  up  and  practiced  in  the  in- 
dustry today. 

There  is  a considerable,  but  closely  held, 
uproar  over  the  situation. 

The  decision,  a drastic  defeat  for  the 
majors,  makes  it  clear  they  cannot  con- 
trol admission  prices  or,  by  restrictive 
clauses  in  contracts,  control  duals.  But 
clearances  are  determined  by  the  price 
structure  and  this  is  where  the  fear  and 
the  trepidation  enter. 

Great  stress  is  being  directed  toward 
the  dissenting  opinion  of  Justice  Roberts 
and  that  portion  of  his  dissent  which 
reads : 

“Under  the  decision  here,  however,  if 
a distributor  should  agree  with  a first- 
run  house  that  if  it  will  contract  for  a 
given  feature  picture  at  a given  price  the 
distributor  will  impose  a clearance  on 
second  run  houses  this  would  be  a con- 
spiracy in  restraint  of  trade.” 

Fear  Flood  of  Suits 

Out  of  this  springs  many  varieties  of 
conjecture.  While  the  lawyers  admit  to 
their  doubts  over  many  of  the  legal  pro- 
fundities expounded  in  the  decision,  pe- 
culiarly enough  they  are  in  accord  on  the 
angle  that  concerns  the  potential,  nation- 
wide blow  at  the  clearance  system.  They 
and  others  who  have  been  studying  the 
ruling  declare  they  are  aware  of  the  40,- 
000  separate  clearance  situations  in  the 
United  States.  They  declare  their  con- 
cern over  the  possibility  that  the  supreme 
court  opinion  may  inaugurate  an  era  of 
industry  practices  controlled  by  court  de- 
crees and  they  envision,  not  by  any  means 
a remote  eventuality,  a new  flood  of  law- 
suits stemming  directly  to  the  sweeping 
Washington  decision. 

Wholesale  price  slashing  is  envisioned 
as  a devastating  possibility  if  clearances 
no  longer  are  to  hold  theatres  in  their 
different  price  classifications. 

Already  there  is  talk  about  the  possi- 
bility of  cuts  in  the  lower  brackets,  filt- 
ering up  the  line  until  the  first-run  is 
reached  and  then  down  the  line  again  in 
the  trail  of  widespread  cuts  by  first-runs 
desperately  determined  to  hold  their  own. 
The  picture  is  being  drawn  of  the  effect 
of  such  a condition  upon  production 
through  decreased  returns  brought  about 
by  smaller  grosses  and  shriveled  splits  for 
the  distributor  under  percentage  bookings. 

Confusion,  therefore,  is  running  ram- 
pant and,  with  it,  pronounced  concern. 
Some  hope  is  entertained  on  a re-hearing 
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Washington — A microscopic  examina- 
of  the  composition,  policies  and  prac- 
tices of  the  motion  picture  industry  may 
be  undertaken  in  the  near  future  by  the 
temporary  national  economic  committee, 
it  was  indicated  in  Washington  this  week. 

Investigation  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry may  follow  a study  which  is  to  be 
made  of  the  oil  industry,  the  groundwork 
for  which  is  now  being  laid  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice,  federal  trade  commission 
and  other  federal  agencies.  The  film  in- 
quiry is  seen  as  a logical  sequence  of  the 
oil  study,  which  will  involve  a number  of 
subjects  which  apply  also  to  motion  pic- 
tures. 

Every  phase  of  the  industry  from  pro- 
duction to  theatre  will  be  investigated  by 
the  administration’s  monopoly  committee, 
under  present  plans.  Major  questions  to 
be  studied  will  include  the  divorce  of  ex- 
hibition from  production,  block  booking 
and  other  practices,  license  restrictions, 
consolidation  of  holdings,  both  of  produc- 
tion and  of  exhibition,  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  companies  and  the  consequent  “domi- 
nation” of  the  whole  industry  by  those 
companies,  and  the  allegedly  monopolistic 
practices  of  the  integrated  companies,  act- 
ing in  concert. 

Recent  development  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture situation  have  tended  to  intensify 
the  desire  of  the  department  of  justice 
for  study  of  the  industry  by  the  monopoly 
committee  with  a view  to  securing  legis- 
lation eventually  to  correct  conditions  at 
which  the  various  anti-trust  suits  have 
been  aimed. 

Largely,  the  attention  of  the  depart- 


score.  This,  however,  may  not  develop 
for  some  time,  if  it  develops  at  all.  The 
occasions  on  which  the  supreme  court 
has  consented  to  re-open  a case  on  which 
it  is  already  ruled  are  infrequent  and  far 
between. 

In  the  meantime,  the  effect  of  the  deci- 
sion on  the  exhibition  picture  in  Dallas 
where  product  playing  the  Majestic  and 


ment  is  centered  upon  divorce,  which  is 
the  outstanding  issue  at  stake  in  the  New 
York  suit.  The  recent  developments  in 
North  Dakota,  where  the  state  legislature 
passed  a bill  to  repeal  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement law,  have  served  only  to 
strengthen  the  department’s  determina- 
tion to  force  a showdown  on  that  question. 

The  question  of  divorce  also  will  figure 
largely  in  the  monopoly  committee’s  in- 
vestigation of  the  oil  industry  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  in  Congress,  where  in- 
dependent oil  marketers  have  had  intro- 
duced and  will  press  for  hearings  on  a bill 
to  divorce  marketing  from  production. 

The  marketers  who  are  fighting  for  the 
bill  believe  they  have  a good  chance  of 
securing  its  enactment.  Its  adoption  is 
seen  as  having  a definite  influence  upon 
similar  legislation  for  the  motion  picture 
industry,  although  bills  for  divorce  of  ex- 
hibition from  production  have  been  held 
up  pending  the  outcome  of  the  New  York 
suits. 

However,  it  has  been  indicated,  if  the 
North  Dakota  law  is  repealed  and  the  ac- 
tion not  reconsidered  by  the  legislature,  a 
divorce  bill  may  shortly  be  introduced  in 
Congress. 

Reports  reaching  'Washington  indicate 
that  as  a result  of  the  North  Dakota  up- 
heaval, the  situation  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  now  is  more  acute  than  it 
has  been  for  years,  and  the  proposed 
m.onopoly  committee  investigation  wiU 
bring  to  Washington  the  leading  figures 
in  the  industry,  who  will  be  intensively 
grilled  as  to  the  policies  and  practices  of 
the  major  companies. 


Melba,  Interstate  first  runs,  cannot  be 
shown  subsequently  under  25  cents  is  en- 
gaging interest.  Those  familiar  with  the 
situation  which  they  say  prevailed  before 
Karl  Hoblitzelle  insisted  upon  the  25  cent 
minimum  in  his  contracts  for  product  ex- 
press worries  that  the  general  standard  of 
price  levels  will  degenerate  there  and 
drastic  price-cutting  follow. 
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DAKOTA  REPEALER  SETBACK  FOR  GOVERNMENT; 
EXPECTED  DIVORCEMENT  WOULD  BE  UPHELD 


Precedent  in  Law  Gone; 
Ends  Proceedings  in 
U.  S.  High  Court 

By  EARLE  A.  DYER 

Washington — Repeal  of  the  North  Da- 
kota theatre  divorcement  law  proves  a 
setback  to  the  department  of  justice  in 
that  precedent  expected  to  arise  out  of  a 
supreme  court  ruling  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  measure  now  automatically 
collapses. 

Governor  John  Moses  signed  the  repeal 
of  the  North  Dakota  statute  on  Monday. 
His  action  at  once  ends  the  proceedings 
before  the  supreme  court  and,  in  the  do- 
ing, removes  the  precedent  in  law  which 
the  department  had  anticipated  would 
follow  an  opinion  from  the  supreme  bench. 
If  the  court  had  held  the  law  valid,  it 
would  have  established  a basis  on  which 
the  government  would  have  relied  when 
its  action  against  the  majors  comes  to 
trial  in  New  York.  The  department  of 
justice,  therefore,  finds  itself  in  the  dis- 
appointing position  of  depending  upon 
no  precedents  other  than  those  presented 
by  cases  involving  divorcement  in  other 
industries,  such  as  the  packers’  case  and 
coal-carrying  railroads.  Application  of 
the  law  in  that  litigation  to  the  film  in- 
dustry may  not  be  too  easy. 

The  justice  department  found  its  hands 
tied  on  the  Paramount  appeal  on  the 
Dakota  law  since  the  government  was  not 
a party  to  that  proceedings.  The  next 
move  is  expected  to  be  a motion  to  dis- 
miss the  hearing  by  the  supreme  court 
which  now  cannot  rule  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a piece  of  litigation  which  is 
no  longer  on  the  statute  books.  However, 
the  department  of  justice  is  still  conduct- 
ing its  Dakota  investigation  and  out  of  it 
much  or  nothing  may  develop. 

Admittedly  fighting  mad  over  what  they 
considered  a “smart”  move  on  the  part 


May  Yet  Turn  to 
Congress 

Washington — Aside  from  strengthen- 
ing its  New  York  suit,  department  of 
justice  officials  were  anxious  for  a 
supreme  court  decision  on  the  con- 
stitutionality of  theatre  divorcement  in 
view  of  the  possibility  they  might  seek 
to  ask  Congress  for  federal  legislation 
separating  exhibition  from  production 
and  distribution. 

That  such  legislation  would  be  asked 
in  the  event  the  court  cose  did  not  re- 
sult in  o clear-cut  government  victory 
was  indicated  by  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Thurman  W.  Arnold  when  the 
action  was  first  filed  in  New  York  last 
year. 


Think  Arnold  Made 
A Mistake 

New  York — Opinion,  privately  held, 
maintains  Thurman  W.  Arnold,  assist- 
ant attorney  general,  committed  a 
political  blunder  when  he  asked  Gov- 
ernor Moses  of  North  Dakota  not  to 
sign  the  divorcement  repealer  until 
the  United  States  supreme  court  had 
ruled  on  the  validity  or  otherwise  of 
the  measure.  This  is  how  it  is  summed 
up  here: 

"A  case  of  a Democratic  attorney 
general  asking  a Republican  governor 
to  cooperate.  Well,  now  I ask  you." 


of  distributors  to.  avert  a supreme  court 
decision,  department  officials  had  dis- 
patched agents  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  to  Bismarck  to  probe  into 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  legis- 
lature’s repeal  action. 

If  the  repeal  was  influenced  by  distri- 
butors, there  are  indications  that  it  is 
back-firing  in  an  unanticipated  manner. 
Not  only  has  the  government  moved  into 
the  state  intent  upon  discovering  whether 
the  job  was  handled  in  such  a way  as  to 
lend  itself  to  federal  action,  but  indepen- 
dent exhibitor  forces  may  be  expected  to 
immediately  unleash  a campaign  for  pas- 
sage of  anti-block  booking  legislation 
pending  in  Congress. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  de- 
partment officials  lifted  the  veil  of  secrecy 
which  usually  surrounds  their  actions  and 
related  freely  that  agents  had  been  sent 
into  the  state  from  Washington  to  make 
an  investigation  and  that  Governor  Moses 
there  had  been  asked  to  cooperate. 

The  investigation,  it  was  said,  was  or- 
dered following  receipt  of  a number  of 
complaints  of  the  legislature’s  asking,  de- 
partment officials  pointing  out  the  com- 
plainants were  not  exclusively  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  who  hoped  to  profit  by 
the  outlawing  of  distributor  chains  but 
included  state  officials  who  felt  the  sit- 
uation was  a reflection  upon  the  integrity 
of  the  state  administration. 

In  the  letter  to  Governor  Moses,  it  was 
indicated,  the  importance  of  the  suit 
which  had  been  pending  in  the  supreme 
court  was  stressed  and  it  was  disclosed 
that  the  department  apparently  confident 
the  state  law  would  be  upheld,  was  plac- 
ing reliance  in  the  court’s  decision  as  an 
aid  to  its  suit  against  the  distributors, 
now  pending  in  New  York. 


Enforcement  in  Dakota 
Automatically  Suspends 

Bismarck,  N.  D. — The  theatre  divorce- 
ment repeal  law,  despite  efforts  of  the 
department  of  justice  to  withhold  such 
action  pending  determination  of  the  issue 
by  the  United  States  supreme  court,  was 
signed  late  Monday  by  Governor  John 


State  Officials  Included 
Among  Those  Seeking 
An  Investigation 

Moses.  His  signature  removed  from  the 
statutes  the  1935  measure  prohibiting  pro- 
ducer ownership  and  operation  of  thea- 
tres in  this  state  and  now  permits  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Company,  Para- 
mount affiliate,  to  continue  to  own  and 
manage  its  15  North  Dakota  theatres. 


Ponder  Over  Effect 
On  Other  State  Laws 

New  York — Attorneys  for  the  majors 
are  conjecturing  over  the  effect  of  North 
Dakota  theatre  divorcement  repeal  on 
moves  for  similar  statutes  introduced  in 
other  states,  notably  Kansas,  Missouri 
and  Illinois. 

Optimistically,  their  cross-sectional 
opinion  embraces  a belief  a precedent  has 
been  established  and  that  it  will  leave  its 
mark  on  efforts  for  similar  legislation. 

Paramount  Partners' 
Meeting  Seems  Far 

New  York — Paramount’s  theatre  part- 
ners seem  to  be  taking  their  time  about 
getting  together  to  discuss  operations  with 
the  parent  company.  The  last  partners’ 
meeting  took  place  in  March,  1937. 

Present  indications  at  the  home  office 
are  that,  if  the  partners  decide  to  hold  a 
session  at  all,  it  will  be  in  the  late  spring. 
The  practice  of  late  has  been  for  Vincent 
McFaul  of  Buffalo,  Hunter  Perry  of  Vir- 
ginia, Bob  O’Donnell  of  Dallas,  Tracy  Bar- 
ham of  Ohio,  Marty  Mullin  and  Sam 
Pinanski  of  New  England,  Nate  Goldstein 
of  Massachusetts,  George  W.  Trendle  of 
Detroit,  John  Friedl  and  L.  J.  Ludwig  of 
Minnesota,  to  mention  a few,  to  make 
frequent  trips  to  the  home  office. 


Indecision  Rules 
On  Next  Step 

New  York — Attorneys  for  major  com- 
panies appear  in  current  doubt  over 
the  next  procedural  step  in  clearing 
away  the  North  Dakota  theatre  di- 
vorcement appeal  which  has  been  on 
the  unfinished  docket  of  the  supreme 
court. 

Washington  inclines  toward  the  be- 
lief a formal  motion  of  dismissal  may 
have  to  be  filed  before  the  court  which 
obviously  cannot  be  asked  to  rule  on 
a law  now  removed  from  the  statutes. 
However,  jt  is  also  likely  the  supreme 
court  will  merely  forget  the  circum- 
stance. 
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Things  are  bouncing  at  Colum- 
bia. This  column  isn't  saying 
so.  It's  the  company  that  proves 
the  case.  In  less  than  three  weeks, 
these  deals  have  been  closed: 

1.  With  Wesley  Ruggles,  who  has 
been  a producer-director  at  Para- 
mount, to  make  "Arizona,"  Clarence 
Budington  Kelland  novel  running  in 
the  "Saturday  Evening  Post." 

2.  With  Frank  Lloyd,  now  a pro- 
ducer-director at  Paramount,  to 
make  "The  Tree  of  Liberty,"  current 
best  seller  by  Elizabeth  Page  and 
mentioned,  here  and  there,  as  a 
successor  in  popularity  to  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  which  is  handing  it 
a great  deal,  indeed. 

3.  With  Mitchell  Leisen — he's  been 
directing  for  Paramount,  too — to  di- 
rect "Our  Wife"  with  Loretta  Young 
and  Cary  Grant. 

Remarked  a topflight  coast  pro- 
ducer, not  identified  with  Columbia 
but  a man  fully  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  tried  and  experienced  man- 
power; 

"I  didn't  realize  all  these  deals 
were  clicking  with  Columbia  at  the 
same  time.  But  it's  smart.  Harry 
Cohn  apparently  is  after  some  bell- 
ringers for  next  season  and  he's  on 
the  right  track.  You've  got  to  have 
the  proper  manpower  to  get  the 
proper  product." 

Sounds  sort  of  bromidic  and,  in  a 
way,  we  suppose  if  is.  But,  if  well- 
established  truths  in  this  business 
necessarily  have  to  emerge  with  the 
bromidic  flavor,  then  it  must  be  the 
fault  of  the  truths. 

All  of  this  current  enterprise  faces 
Columbia  toward  1939-40.  Ruggles, 
Lloyd  and  Leisen  have  been  signed 
for  the  new  program  which  takes  on 
impetus  as  early  as  this  because  of 
the  kind  of  jobs  these  men  have 
demonstrated  they  can  do.  Reflect- 
ing additional  excitement  out  of  the 
same  offices  is  "Mr.  Smifh  Goes  to 
Washington,"  which  Frank  Capra 
is  producing,  and  one  called  "Plane 
No.  4"  with  Jean  Arthur  and  Grant. 
Howard  Hawks,  who  has  a way  with 
these  yarns  of  the  air,  is  at  the  stick. 

While  the  company  is  indulging  in 
no  conversation  about  plans  for 
"The  Tree  of  Liberty,"  the  under- 
standing is  a hitherto  untried  exper- 
iment is  in  mind  for  the  film  version 
of  the  novel  which  smacks  predomi- 
nantly of  the  Americanism  theme  to 
which  all  of  the  major  producers  are 
committed  this  year.  There  appears 
to  be  talk  about  shooting  it  in  forty 


/Ww 


reels  for  a special  kind  of  handling 
over  a period  of  time.  That's  all  on 
this  one  for  the  minute. 

"A  Sad  Reflection" 

Time,  Inc.,  publishes  "Time"  mag- 
azine, "Fortune,"  and  "Life"  among 
others.  It  also  produces  "The  March 
of  Time"  which  is  released  through 
RKO.  Left  and  right  hands  do  not 
always  clasp  in  Time's  organization, 
however.  There  is  the  recent  com- 
ment on  "Gunga  Din"  to  demon- 
strate the  point  which  recognizes 
the  picture  as  first-class  entertain- 
ment but  goes  beyond  to  draw  a 
conclusion  from  its  making.  Which 
is; 

"Up  to  1938,  the  cinema  industry 
was  occupied  with  an  erratic  pro- 
gression from  its  beginning  in  nick- 
elodeons to  its  last  phenomenon, 
screwball  comedies.  In  1938,  the  in- 
dustry stopped  going  forward,  be- 
gan going  backward.  The  retrogres- 
sion took  three  forms:  (1)  a series 
of  revivals  of  old  pictures,  from  'The 
Sheik'  to  'Dracula;'  (2)  a series  of  re- 
makes from  'If  I Were  King'  to  'The 
Adventures  of  Robin  Hood;'  (3)  a 
series  of  disguised  remakes  and  de- 
layed sequels  like  'Going  Places,' 
'The  Chaser'  and  'Tarzan's  Revenge.' 

"In  1938,  a producer  in  England 
persuaded  Bernard  Shaw  to  sell  pic- 
ture rights  to  his  plays.  French  pro- 
ducers have  lately  turned  out  gen- 
uinely original  products  like  'Le 
Roman  d'un  Tricheur'  and  'Grand 
Illusion.'  Hollywood,  however,  even 
when  it  was  not  deliberately  repeat- 
ing itself,  repeated  itself  uncon- 
sciously. 'Gunga  Din'  is  an  example 
of  this  unconscious  repetition. 

"Motion  pictures  are  a vigorous 
entertainment  medium.  There  has 
probably  never  been  a moment  in 
the  world's  history  when  more  ex- 
citing things  were  going  on  than  in 
1939.  That  Hollywood  can  supply 
no  better  salute  to  1939  than  a 
$2,000,000  rehash,  however  expert, 
of  Rudyard  Kipling  and  brown  In- 
dians in  bed  sheets,  is  a sad  re- 
flection on  its  state  of  mind." 

In  Harness 

From  Hollywood  comes  the  word 
Fred  S.  Meyer  is  now  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. It  is  pleasant  to  learn  he 
is  back  in  production  togs  again. 

Meyer  had  early  experience  in 
distribution.  He  was  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Mich- 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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West  Coast  jitterbugs  practically  took  over  the  Para- 
mount lot  the  other  day  for  the  big  jitterbug  scene  in 
the  new  Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross  comedy,  "SOME  LIKE 
IT  HOT."  Under  the  direction  of  Leroy  Prinz,  studio 
dance  director,  217  of  Hollywood’s  best-known  jitter- 
bugs danced  to  the  music  of  drummer  Gene  Krupa 
and  his  famous  swing-band  for  the  big  “Jungle 
Drums’’  number. 

* 

Heather  Thatcher,  noted  British  actress,  has  been 
chosen  by  Producer-Director  William  A.  Wellman  for 
the  important  role  of  “Lady  Brandon’’  in  Paramount’s 
"BEAU  GESTE"  starring  Gary  Cooper.  Caught  in  a 
tremendous  sandstorm  in  Yuma,  where  they  are  on 
location,  the  “Beau  Geste’’  company  had  a pretty 
hectic  first  week  of  shooting,  including  one  amazing 
experience  for  Gary  Cooper  who  insisted  on  riding 
out  the  storm  on  one  of  the  company’s  camels. 

sK 

Sneak  preview  of  Paramount’s  release  of  the  Odessco 
Productions’  "BACKDOOR  TO  HEAVEN,"  produced 
and  directed  by  William  K.  Howard  in  the  Eastern 
Service  Studio  in  Astoria,  New  York,  turned  into  an 
informal  but  highly  enthusiastic  world  premiere  the 
other  night  in  St.  Mary’s,  Ohio,  locale  of  the  picture 
and  home-town  of  the  producer-director.  Home-town 
folk  went  for  this  unusual  action  drama  in  a big  way, 
applauded  Wallace  Ford,  Patr ic ia  Ellis,  Aline 
McMahon  and  Stuart  Erwin  featured  in  the  picture, 
also  the  story  itself  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Howard. 
Howard  and  Jimmy  Lydon,  juvenile  player  who 
makes  hisdebut  in  the  picture, appeared  at  thepreview. 

* ♦ + * 


Newest  of  Hollywood  glamour  girls.  Paramount’s  star 
discovery,  Isa  Miranda,  and  Ray  Milland  find  love  at 
"HOTEL  IMPERIAL".  . . that  amazing  international 
hostelry  which  has,  apparently,  a spy  in  every  room. 


Here  they  are!  Bob  Burns  and  his  new  pal,  Samson, 
the  Missouri  Mule,  in  the  Arkansas  traveler’s  big 
April  release,  "I’M  FROM  MISSOUR I ",  which  will 
again  have  the  critics  applauding  Bob  as  the  worthy 
successor  of  the  great  Will  Rogers. 

4:  ♦ * * 

Apparently  a note  from  Paramount  must  have  some 
mention  of  "THE  BEACHCOMBER."  Every  week  the 
Laughton  picture  bats  out  another  homer.  The  latest 
report  is  from  the  Los  Angeles  Paramount  theatre 
where  a terrific  first  week  has  already  swung  into  a 
smash  second  week. 

One  of  the  largest  casts  of  principals  ever  to  appear  in 
a motion  picture  are  busy  on  Paramount’s  big  Stage 
5 for  the  exciting  theatre  sequence  in  "MAN  ABOUT 
TOWN  ."  In  addition  to  Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  Lamour 
and  Edward  Arnold,  co-stars,  and  such  featured  play- 
ers as  Binnie  Barnes,  Phil  Harris,  Eddie  Anderson 
(Jack  Benny’s  man  Rochester),  Monty  Wooley  and 
Isabel  Jeans,  specialty  performers  included  20  girls 
chosen  by  George  Petty,  famous  magazine  illustrator, 
as  the  most  beautiful  show-girls  in  Hollywood;  the 
Abbott  dancers,  ballet  and  rhythm  stars,  and  the 
Pina  acrobatic  crew,  circus  stars. 

:tc  * 

"THE  MAGNIFICENT  FRAUD"  Paramount’  s action- 
drama  co-starring  Akim  Tamiroff,  Lloyd  Nolan  and 
Patricia  Morison,has  swung  before  the  cameras  under 
the  direction  of  Robert  Florey,  adding  another  big 
one  to  the  Paramount  line-up. 


ALLIED  TO  GO  FOR 
ARBITRATION  FOR 


CONCILIATION,  LEAVING 
THOSE  WHO  MAY  SEEK  IT 


This  Is  Myers^  Proposal 

Washington — Subdivision  4,  Article  XV,  titled  "Principles  of  Arbitration,"  in  the 
trade  pact  proposals  submitted  by  Abram  F.  Myers  to  the  distributors'  negotiating 
committee  in  New  York,  provides: 

"Provision  shall  be  made  in  the  panels  for  a limited  number  of  men,  balanced 
as  between  the  several  economic  divisions,  who,  being  readily  available,  shall 
constitute  a standing  committee  whose  good  offices  may  be  invoked,  at  the  option 
of  the  complainant,  for  the  adjustment  of  controversies  (particularly  those  calling 
for  speedy  determination)  by  means  of  conciliation.  This  procedure  shall  not, 
however,  be  a substitute  for  the  formal  arbitration  proceeding  whenever  the  latter 
is  demanded  by  either  party;  nor  shall  resort  to  the  informal  conciliation  method 
preclude  any  party  from  thereafter  demanding  arbitration." 


Task  Substantially  Easier, 
But  Arbitration  Formula 
Hunt  Still  Continues 

New  York — Having  once  closed  the  door 
on  conciliation,  Allied  now  unlocks  it. 

Of  the  entire  trade  practice  text  sub- 
mitted by  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  coun- 
sel of  Allied,  to  distributors,  perhaps  noth- 
ing excites  greater  attention  and  interest 
among  distributors  than  Subdivision  4 un- 
der Article  XV,  Principles  of  Arbitration, 
of  the  proposals. 

Titled  "Pre-Trial  and  Conciliation,”  it 
provides  for  the  adjustment  of  contro- 
versies by  means  of  conciliation  provided 
it  does  not  substitute  for  formal  arbitra- 
tion proceedings  when  either  party  to  a 
given  dispute  so  demands. 

Distributors  view  this  as  making  their 
task  in  finally  resolving  the  various  angles 
of  the  proposed  pact  substantially  easier, 
although  and  as  reported  elsewhere  in  this 
edition  of  Boxoffice,  the  effort  at  arriv- 
ing at  an  arbitration  formula  continues 
without  any  relenting. 

As  a matter  of  fact  and  in  the  distribu- 
tor point  of  view,  Myers’  re-phrasing  of  the 
distributors’  draft  and  his  general  sugges- 
tions on  a possible  arbitration  setup  and 
the  machinery  to  run  it  have  been  found 
“pretty  reasonable”  generally  and  “im- 
practicable in  a few  instances,”  a spokes- 
man for  the  major  company  attorneys  di- 
vulges after  studying  and  analyzing  the 
16-page  presentation  submitted  by  Allied’s 
general  counsel. 

There  have  been  little  or  no  changes  in 
the  intent  of  the  various  clauses  as  pro- 
mulgated by  distributor  attorneys,  it  is 
held,  but  a few  of  the  recommendations 
made  by  Myers  they  feel  may  encroach  on 
the  limitations  of  the  Sherman  Act. 

In  his  explanatory  statement  to  dis- 
tributoi’S,  Myers  states  there  “was  diffi- 
culty in  clarifying  the  language  so  as  to 
give  the  effect  to  the  declared  purpose 
without  incidentally  affecting  the  sub- 
stance of  the  proposal.  Whether  or  not 
the  annexed  revision  goes  beyond  the  in- 
tendment of  the  distributors  will  be  de- 


termined in  the  discussions  which  are  to 
follow.” 

Distributors  hope  to  clear  up  “the  im- 
practicable” angles  at  their  meeting  with 
Myers.  Meanwhile,  attorneys  are  not  in- 
clined to  discuss  the  specific  language  or 
provisions  proposed  by  Allied’s  chief  coim- 
sel  which  may  be  beyond  the  confines  of 
the  anti-trust  laws.  They  are  leaving  that 
for  their  palaver  with  Myers,  which  may 
last  one  day,  or  more. 

Whether  or  not  clause  14,  dealing  with 
boxoffice  statements;  proposal  nine,  which 
bears  on  non-theatrical  competition,  and 
proposal  two,  which  has  to  do  with  trade 
announcements,  will  be  eliminated  from 
the  final  draft  as  suggested  by  Myers  will 
be  detei  mined  after  distributor  counsel 
meets  with  him. 

Because  of  Allied’s  legislative  campaign, 
Myers  makes  it  emphatically  clear  in  his 
explanatory  statement  that  “the  revision 
or  substitute  therefor”  of  the  distributors’ 
draft  has  been  done  at  their  invitation 
“merely  as  a basis  for  discussion,”  and 
“that  it  is  binding  on  no  one,  and  that  it 
does  not  embody  all  of  the  proposals  made 
by  Allied  during  its  negotiations.” 

The  reason  for  this,  he  goes  on  further 
to  explain,  is  that  “the  distributors  made 
it  plain  that  their  draft  contained  the 
maximum  concessions  they  would  yield” 
and  “Allied  has  prepared  the  submitted 
draft,  within  the  limitations  thus  im- 
posed.” 

Tlieatre  divorcement,  for  which  Allied  is 
fighting  as  part  of  its  legislative  program, 


does  not  enter  the  scope  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice negotiations,  an  agreement  having 
been  reached  between  distributors  and  ex- 
hibitor organization  groups  that  this  was 
not  a distributor  problem.  As  such,  at- 
torneys are  handling  this  independently 
with  the  government.  Theatre  divorce- 
ment is  one  of  the  major  points  the  gov- 
ernment is  seeking  in  its  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  major  companies. 

Only  one  circuit  is  the  parent  company 
for  a distributor,  that  is  Loew’s  which  owns 
all  the  stock  in  M-G-M  and  its  sub- 
sidiaries. 


Hope  to  Get  Together  on 
Pact  With  Myers  Soon 

New  York — Distributors  and  their  at- 
torneys hope  to  be  able  to  get  together 
with  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  of 
Allied,  next  week  to  discuss  a final  re- 
vision of  the  trade  practice  draft  which 
would  consolidate  the  original  distributors’ 
draft  and  the  recommendations  made  by 
Myers,  as  represented  by  his  re-phrasing  of 
various  clauses. 

It  was  intended  to  submit  a consoli- 
dated draft  to  him.  This  was  abandoned 
over  the  weekend,  it  is  understood,  in  favor 
of  the  meeting  with  him,  possibly  in  New 
York.  It  is  felt  a conference  here  will 
expedite  the  process  and  hasten  the  com- 
pletion of  the  job. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M,  is  anxious  to  finish  the 
task  prior  to  his  departure  for  Hollywood 
where  he  will  confer  with  A1  Lichtman 
on  his  company’s  program  for  next  season. 
The  consolidation  job  by  distributors  and 
their  attorneys  is  reported  to  be  well  imder 
way. 

It  is  held  likely  here  that  Colonel  Harry 
A.  Cole,  newly  elected  president  of  Allied, 
and  some  of  the  other  members  of  the 
Allied  negotiating  committee  will  sit  in 
with  Myers  at  the  forthcoming  joint  ses- 
sion. Representing  the  distributors  will 
be  Rodgers,  Gradwell  L.  Sears  of  Warner 
and  Abe  Montague  of  Columbia.  Lawyers 
for  the  distributors  will  include  Tyree 
Dillard  jr.  of  M-G-M,  I.  Howard  Levinson 
of  Warner  and,  possibly,  Austin  C.  Keough 
of  Paramount. 


No  Balking  on  Panel  Split-ups 

New  York — It  is  understood  the  majors  have  no  opposition  to  Allied  s suggestion 
that  distributors  and  representatives  oi  affiliated  circuits  be  viewed  as  members 
of  the  same  industry  economic  division  and,  therefore,  should  have  one  vote  on 
proposed  boards  of  arbitration.  They  maintain  this  has  been  observed  under  prior 
industry  arbitration  anyway. 

Allied  seeks  to  combine  the  distributor  and  affiliated  vote.  Distributors,  how- 
ever probably  will  meet  this  by  a reshuffle  of  boards  to  avoid  such  a situation. 
Thus,  if  a dispute  should  arise  between  an  independent  and  an  affiliated  theatre, 
the  panel  might  be  composed  of  one  independent,  one  affiliated  and  one  inde- 
pendent circuit.  Any  number  of  combinations  is  available,  this  being  entirely  con- 
tingent upon  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 
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COLUMBIA  SIGNS 


Distinguished  Director  of  "Cavalcade,"  "Mutiny 
On  The  Bounty,  " "Wells  Fargo,  " "If  I Were  King"". .. 


TO  PRODUCE  AND  DIRECT 


THE  TREE  0 
LIBERTY' 


Mighty  patriotic  novel  by  Eliza- 
beth Page.  Vivid  and  intensely 
dramatic  story  of  America’s 
beginning ...  her  struggle  for 
independence  . and  the  early 
years  of  THESE  UNITED  STATES. 


ARBITRATION  FORMULAS  UNDER  CLOSE  STDEY; 
N.  Y.  STATE  STATUTE  SEEN  AID  IN  SOLUTION 


Preludes  Promulgation  of 
Governing  Rules  for 
Use  by  Industry 

New  York — Distributor  attorneys,  prin- 
cipally Tyree  Dillard  jr.  of  M-G-M,  and 
I.  Howard  Levinson  of  Warner,  are  care- 
fully studying  the  principles  and  rules  of 
the  American  Arbitration  Ass’n  in  the 
promulgation  of  various  factors  to  gov- 
ern future  arbitration  in  this  industry. 
Various  literature  has  been  forwarded  for 
whatever  value  may  be  contained  therein. 
One  of  the  most  important  statutes,  ac- 
cording to  lawyers  representing  other 
sources,  is  the  New  York  Arbitration  Law 
contended  in  Article  84  of  the  civil  practice 
act. 

Must  Contract  to  Arbitrate 

The  act  deals  with  Validity  of  Arbi- 
tration Contracts  or  Submissions,  Form 
of  Contract  or  Submission,  Remedy  in 
Case  of  Default,  Provision  in  Case  of 
Failure  to  Name  Ai'bitrator  or  Umpire, 
Appointment  of  Additional  Arbitrator  or 
Umpire,  Hearings  by  Arbitrators,  Oath  of 
Arbitrators,  Power  of  Arbitrators,  Fees 
and  Expenses  of  Arbitrators,  Enforce- 
ability of  Award  in  Certain  Cases,  Mo- 
tion to  Confirm  Award,  Motion  to  Vacate 
Award,  Motion  to  Modify  or  Correct 
Award,  Notice  or  Motion  and  Stay,  Ap- 
peals, among  others. 

That  all  agreements  to  arbitrate  must 
be  signed  is  seen  in  Section  1449,  under 
the  heading  of  Form  of  Contract  or  Sub- 
mission. This  states:  “A_  contract  to  ar- 
bitrate a controversy  thereafter  arising 
between  the  parties  must  be  in  writing. 
Every  submission  to  arbitrate  an  exist- 
ing controversy  is  void,  unless  it  or  some 
note  or  memorandum  thereof  be  in  writ- 
ing, and  subscribed  by  the  party  to  be 
charged  therewith,  or  by  his  lawful  agent.” 

Eight  Days’  Notice 

Notice  of  eight  days  is  to  be  served  on 
parties  in  default  after  signing  arbitra- 
tion agreements,  according  to  Section 
1450,  Remedy  in  Case  of  Default,  which 
says:  “A  party  aggrieved  by  the  failure, 
neglect  or  refusal  of  another  to  perform 
under  a contract  or  submission  providing 
for  arbitration,  may  petition  the  Supreme 
Court,  or  a judge  thereof,  for  an  order 
directing  that  such  arbitration  proceed 
in  the  manner  provided  for  in  such  con- 
tract or  submission.  Eight  days’  notice 
in  writing  of  such  application  shall  be 
served  upon  the  party  in  default.  Service 
thereof  shall  be  made  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  law  for  personal  or  substituted 
service  of  a summons.  The  court,  or  judge 
thereof,  shall  hear  the  parties  and  upon 
being  satisfied  that  there  is  no  substan- 
tial issue  as  to  the  making  of  the  con- 
tract or  submission  or  the  failure  to  com- 
ply therewith,  the  court,  or  the  judge 
thereof,  hearing  such  application,  shall 
make  an  order  directing  the  parties  to 


It’s  Mr.  Justice  McReynold's 
Words  That  Create  Doubt 


New  York — It  is  highly  technical  and  a 
matter  of  interpretation,  but  the  difference 
in  approval  among  lawyers  over  the  le- 
gality or  otherwise  of  arbitration,  and 
under  what  conditions,  revolves  around 
the  following  excerpts  of  the  opinion  of 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  McReynolds 
in  the  Paramount  Famous  Lasky  case, 
handed  down  Nov.  24,  1930: 

“The  fact  that  the  standard  exhibition 
contract  and  rules  of  arbitration  were 
evolved  after  six  years  of  discussion  and 
experimentation  does  not  show  that  they 
were  either  normal  or  reasonable  regula- 
tions. 'Tliat  the  arrangement  existing  be- 
tween the  parties  cannot  be  classed  among 
‘those  normal  and  usual  agreements  in  aid 
of  trade  and  commerce’  spoken  of  in 
Eastern  States  Lumber  Ass’n  vs.  United 
States,  supra,  612,  is  manifest.  Certainly 
it  is  unusual  and  we  think  it  necessarily 
and  directly  tends  to  destroy  ‘the  kind 
of  competition  to  which  the  public  has 
long  looked  for  protection.’  United  States 
vs.  American  Oil  Co.,  supra,  390. 

‘‘The  Sherman  act  seeks  to  protect  the 
public  against  evils  commonly  incident 
to  the  unreasonable  destruction  of  com- 
petition and  no  length  of  discussion  or 
experimentation  amongst  parties  to  a com- 
bination which  produced  the  inhibited  re- 
sult can  give  validity  to  their  action.  Con- 
gress has  so  legislated  ‘as  to  prevent  re- 
sort to  practices  which  unduly  restrain 
competition  or  unduly  obstruct  the  free 
flow  of  such  commerce,  and  private  choice 
of  means  must  yield  to  the  national  au- 
thority thus  exerted.’  Eastern  States  Lum- 
ber Ass’n  vs.  United  States,  supra,  613. 

“It  may  be  that  arbitration  is  well 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry;  but  when,  under  the  guise 


of  arbitration  parties  enter  into  unusual 
arrangements  which  unreasonably  suppress 
normal  competition,  their  action  becomes 
illegal. 

“In  order  to  establish  violation  of  the 
Sherman  act  it  is  not  necessary  to  show 
that  the  challenged  arrangement  sup- 
presses all  competition  between  the  parties 
or  that  the  parties  themselves  are  discon- 
tented with  the  arrangement.  The  interest 
of  the  public  in  the  preservation  of  com- 
petition is  the  primary  consideration.  The 
prohibitions  of  the  statute  cannot  ‘be 
evaded  by  good  motives.  The  law  is  of  its 
own  measure  of  right  and  wrong,  of  what 
it  permits,  or  forbids,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  courts  cannot  be  set  up  against  it 
in  a supposed  accommodation  of  its  pol- 
icy with  the  good  intention  of  parties,  and 
it  may  be  of  some  good  results.’  Standard 
Sanitary  Mfg.  vs.  United  States,  226  U. 
S.  20,  49.” 

Of  utmost  importance  in  the  opinion 
is  the  following  quotation: 

“The  record  discloses  that  ten  com- 
petitors in  interstate  commerce,  controlling 
60  per  cent  of  the  entire  film  business 
have  agreed  to  restrict  their  liberty  of 
action  by  refusing  to  contract  for  display 
of  pictures  except  upon  a standard  form 
which  provides  for  compulsory  joint  action 
by  them  in  respect  to  dealings  with  one 
who  fails  to  observe  such  a contract  with 
any  distributor,  all  with  the  manifest  pur- 
pose to  coerce  the  exhibitor  and  limit  the 
freedom  of  trade.” 

It  is  this  clause  which  distributor  law- 
yers hold  does  not  make  arbitration  itself 
illegal,  but  as  practiced  under  a standard 
form  of  contract  which  provides  for  com- 
pulsory joint  action  in  dealings  with  one 
who  fails  to  observe  such  a contract. 


proceed  to  arbitration  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  contract  or  submission.” 

According  to  the  distributors’  proposal, 
the  two  arbitrators  chosen  by  parties  in- 
volved in  a dispute  shall  designate  a third 
from  the  neutral  panel.  If  they  fail  to 
agree,  the  third  man  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  neutral  panel  by  lot.  However,  there 
is  no  provision  made  in  case  the  man, 
drawn  by  lot,  declines  to  sit  in  for  one 
reason  or  another. 

Under  Section,  1452,  Provision  in  Case 
of  Failure  to  Name  Arbitrator  or  Umpire, 
the  Civil  Practice  Act  states:  “If,  in  the 
contract  for  arbitration  or  in  the  sub- 
mission, provision  be  made  for  a method 
of  naming  or  appointing  an  arbitrator  or 
arbitrators  or  an  umpire,  such  method 
shall  be  followed;  but  if  no  method  be 
provided  therein,  or  if  a method  be  pro- 
vided and  any  party  thereto  shall  fail  to 


avail  himself  of  such  method,  or  for  any 
reason  there  shall  be  a lapse  in  naming 
of  an  arbitrator  or  arbitrators  or  umpire, 
or  in  filling  a vacancy,  then,  upon  appli- 
cation by  either  party  to  the  controversy, 
the  supreme  court,  or  a judge  thereof,  shall 
designate  and  appoint  an  arbitrator  or 
arbitrators  or  umpire,  as  the  case  may 
require,  who  shall  act  under  the  said  con- 
tract or  submission  with  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  if  he  or  they  had  been 
specifically  named  therein;  and  unless 
otherwise  provided,  the  arbitration  shall 
be  by  a single  arbitrator.” 

Provision  for  a third  arbitrator,  or  um- 
pire, must  be  in  writing,  according  to  the 
Civil  Practice  Act.  This  is  provided  for 
in  Clause  two  of  the  preliminary  arbi- 
tration draft  drawn  by  distributors.  How- 

(Continued  on  page  21) 
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KORDA 

DOES  IT 
AGAIN 


Ai^lU  O'lteton 


A KORDA  DISCOVERY  . . first  brought  to  you  in  "Henry  Vlll” 
. . then  quickly  a great  box-office  name  in  such  films  as 
"Dark  Angel",  "These  Three”  and  "Cowboy  and  the  Lady". 


'^onai 


SabvL  . . . 


A KORDA  DISCOVERY  . . first  acclaimed  in  "Elephant  Boy" 
and  "Drums".  Now  preparing  to  co-star  in  "The  Thief  of 
Bagdad". 


^au^kton 


A KORDA  DISCOVERY  . . always  remembered  for  his  firs 
great  role  as  "Henry  Vlll"  leading  to  his  famous  portrayal 
in  "The  Barretts  of  Wimpole  Street",  "Mutiny  on  the  Bounty 
and  "Rembrandt". 


A KORDA  DISCOVERY  . . 

Advanced  to  marquee  prestige  in  "The  Count  of  Monte 
Cristo”  . . today  hailed  for  his  work  in  "The  Citadel". 


l/hiQn  Jlai^k 


A KORDA  DISCOVERY  . . first  featured  in  "Dark  Journey", 
"Fire  over  England"  and  "Storm  in  a Teacup".  Selected  by 
David  O.  Seiznick  to  play  Scarlett  O’Hara  in  "Gone  With 
The  Wind". 


AND. 


'^Hauntingly  lovely'',  says  Photoplay. 
"She  runs  the  gamut  from  bitter  incor- 
rigibility to  convincing  heartbreak", 
reports  Screenland.  "Promises  a stun- 
ning career",  predicts  Stage  Magazine. 
Korda  stars  her  in  an  electrifying  story. . . 


PRISON 

WITHOUT  BARS 

with 

EDNA  BEST  BARRY  BARNES 

D/m/ed  bs  BRtAN  DESMOND  HURST 
Released  thru  UNITED  ARTISTS 


PLUS 

A TRIPLE  <HAR<iE  OF  DYNAMITE 

in  the  brittle,  brilliant  performances  of  Mary 
Morris,  Lorraine  Clewes  and  Sally  Wisher  as 
the  tough  girls  who  walk  alone.  All  of  them 
KORDA  DISCOVERIES! 


NOW 

•^^lexandel  Koxdai, 

FLAMING  NEW  DISCOVERY 


CORINNE 

LUCHAIRE 


SWING  TO  COURTS  TO  END  CLEARANCE  JAMS; 
"CAN'T  WAIT  ON  ARBITRATION,"  IS  ATTITUDE 


Upper  Broadway  May  Shift 

New  York — Loew’s  expansion  in  the  local  area  is  being  held  up  until  negotia- 
tions with  Skouras  for  a half  interest  in  the  Stoddard  and  Olympia,  on  upper  Broad- 
way, ore  consummated.  The  deal  has  been  in  work  since  September,  1937.  It  is 
understood  Thurman  Arnold,  in  charge  of  the  government's  anti-trust  suit,  is  aware 
of  the  impending  transaction  in  view  of  the  agreement,  made  in  the  form  of  an 
exchange  of  letters,  by  major  circuits  v/ith  the  department  of  justice  for  notification 
of  deals  in  work,  or  contemplated,  in  a desire  to  protect  present  investments. 

If  this  happens,  some  exhibitors  believe  it  may  bring  about  a readjustment  of 
the  upper  Broadway  clearance  to  conform  with  Loew  policies. 


Interstate  Plans  Two  Houses; 
Then  Halts  at  142  Total 


Greenwich  Issue  Settled, 
20th-Fox,  Harry  Brandt 
Locking  Legal  Horns 

New  York — Local  exhibitors  apparently 
are  resorting  to  the  courts  for  settlement 
of  clearance  disputes  rather  than  wait  for 
arbitration  boards  to  get  established  and 
set  in  motion.  Clearances  will  be  among 
the  important  issues  to  be  decided  by  local 
boards,  if  and  when  such  boards  are  es- 
tablished under  proposals  of  the  trade 
practice  program  now  being  put  into  shape 
by  distributors  with  the  cooperation  of  ex- 
hibitor organizations. 

Having  disposed  of  the  Greenwich  pro- 
tection issue  by  an  out-of-court  settle- 
ment, 20th-Fox,  Harry  Brandt,  et  al.,  are 
the  latest  to  be  involved  in  a clearance 
dispute  in  Jackson  Heights,  L.  I.  Prank 
Moscato,  head  of  Jupo  Amusements,  Inc., 
is  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  filed  in  su- 
preme court  here.  He  has  obtained  a pre- 
liminary injunction  against  the  defendants 
with  a hearing  scheduled  March  6. 

Sues  in  Behalf  of  Polk 

Moscato,  with  Myron  Star,  conducts  a 
booking  combine  for  13  theatres  on  the 
island.  His  suit,  however,  is  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  Polk,  which  he  owns,  and 
specifically  against  Evadne,  Inc.,  which 
operates  the  Colony.  Harry  Brandt  is  fi- 
nancially interested  in  the  Colony  in  as- 
sociation with  the  builders  who  are  real 
estate  operators  in  Jackson  Heights. 

Both  theatres  seat  598.  The  Polk  has 
been  opened  about  a year  while  the  Col- 
ony is  a much  older  house.  Polk  claims 
he  made  a product  deal  with  20th-Fox 
and  other  major  companies  for  product 
before  Brandt  signed  up  and  that  dis- 
tributors, notwithstanding,  are  giving  the 
Colony  preference  in  clearance  over  the 
Polk. 

Cites  “Exhibition  Arrangement” 

Handing  down  the  temporary  restrain- 
ing order.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Daly  said: 

“On  or  about  Sept.  30,  1938,  the  de- 
fendant, 20th  Century-Pox,  as  distributor 
of  moving  pictures,  entered  into  an  exhi- 
bition contract  with  the  plaintiff,  an  ex- 
hibitor, which  contained,  among  other 
provisions,  an  ‘exhibition  arrangement.’ 

“The  contract  of  the  plaintiff  provides 
under  the  exhibition  arrangement  ‘not  less 
than  five  per  month,  as  available.’  In  the 
same  section  there  also  appears  the  words 
in  print  ‘clearance-run’  with  no  writing 
thereunder. 

“Subsequently,  on  Oct.  20,  1938,  said 
distributor  entered  into  a similar  contract 
with  the  defendant,  Evadne,  Inc.,  another 
exhibitor,  which  likewise  contained  the 
provision  for  exhibition  arrangement.  In 
addition,  and  imder  the  words  ‘clearance 
run’  the  following  typewritten  words  ap- 
pear: ‘Clearance  as  per  schedule,’  which 
schedule  gives  Evadne,  Inc.,  a preference 
over  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff  claims  that 


it  is  not  bound  by  any  clearance  schedule, 
as  its  contract  is  not  limited  in  that  re- 
spect. 

“I  am  of  the  opinion  that  upon  the 
showing  in  the  papers  before  me  the 
plaintiff  is  not  bound  by  the  clearance 
schedule  annexed  to  the  second  contract, 
to  which  it  was  not  a party.  Therefore 
an  injunction  is  granted  restraining  20th 
Century-Fox,  as  distributors,  pending  the 
trial  from  enforcing  against  the  plaintiff 
the  clearance  schedule  attached  to  its 
agreement  with  the  defendant  Evadne, 
Inc.,  upon  the  plaintiff  furnishing  an  un- 
dertaking, the  amount  of  which  shall  be 
fixed  upon  the  settlement  of  the  order. 

“The  parties  should,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  place  their  pleadings  in  order  so 
that  the  cause  may  be  tried  and  disposed 
of  on  March  6,  1939,  for  which  date  the 
case  is  set  down  on  the  Ready  Calendar 
for  trial,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
justice  presiding.  Settle  order  on  one  day’s 
notice.” 

Report  of  Settlement 

There  is  a possibility  the  issue  may  be 
amicably  settled  before  trial  date.  The 
case  is  regarded  as  of  vital  importance 
locally  as  other  distributors  may  become 
involved  later  if  the  court  decides  to  up- 
,set  the  clearance  schedule  as  it  relates  to 
Jackson  Heights. 

Several  weeks  ago,  Edward  Peskay, 
operating  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich,  brought 
a complaint  against  Skouras  Theatres  and 
major  distributors  in  regard  to  Skouras’ 
protection  for  the  Capitol,  Port  Chester, 
over  Greenwich.  RKO  and  Losw’s,  which 
operate  in  Westchester  county,  also  were 
affected  and  joined  in  a revision  of  clear- 
ances whereby  Westchester  houses  play 
day-and-date  with  Broadway  and  Green- 
wich booking  pictures  the  day  after  the 
Westchester  theatres  finish.  Prior  to  the 
new  arrangement,  Peskay  held  that  his 
theatre  had  to  play  from  60  to  90  and 
120  days  after  Skouras’  Port  Chester 
house. 


New  York — Interstate  circuit  plans  two 
new  Texas  houses  for  construction  in  the 
near  future,  one  to  seat  1,000  at  San 
Antonio,  and  the  second  a 1,500-seater 
at  Tyler.  The  first  will  be  a neighbor- 
hood unit  and  the  second  an  “A”  house. 
Bob  O’Donnell  informed  Boxoffice  prior 
to  his  departure  on  a month’s  vacation  and 
cruise  to  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

O’Donnell  flew  in  from  Albuquerque 
where  he  had  been  spending  several  days 
on  a tour  of  Interstate  theatres.  With 
the  exception  of  the  two  new  situations, 
the  circuit  is  planning  no  further  expan- 
sion, he  stated. 

In  regard  to  the  supreme  court  decision 
holding  that  Interstate  violated  the  anti- 
trust law,  along  with  distributors,  where 
contracts  specified  minimum  admissions 
and  prohibition  of  dual  features,  O’Don- 
nell commented  that,  while  it  is  probable 
another  hearing  will  be  sought,  no  defi- 
nite decision  could  be  made  until  the  full 
text  of  the  ruling  had  been  scrutinized 
by  his  attorneys. 

Accompanied  by  Joe  Vogel,  out-of-town 
theatre  operating  head  for  Loew’s ; Tom 
Connors,  eastern  and  southern  division 
head  for  M-G-M:  and  E.  K.  (Ted)  O’Shea, 
eastern  district  manager  for  the  same  com- 
pany, O’Donnell  is  due  back  March  12. 

The  new  additions  will  make  142  for  In- 
terstate. They  are  expected  to  be  ready 
for  opening  in  the  fall. 

Grants  30-Day  Extension 
In  a Paramount  Suit 

New  York — Paramount  attorneys  have 
been  granted  a 30-day  extension  for  filing 
answers  in  the  minority  stockholders’  suit 
filed  in  the  supreme  court  by  Pollock  & 
Nemerov,  attorneys  for  Frank  Jablow  and 
Sam  Acker,  each  owners  of  300  shares  of 
common  stock.  Counsel  has  not  been  re- 
tained by  Paramount,  but  executives  feel 
there  is  no  doubt  of  a clear  victory  for  the 
company  on  the  allegations  of  complaint. 
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A Chapter  Play  aflame  with  the  new 
less  spirit  of  the  screen  today...  as  flying 
Federals  blast  spies  from  the  skies ...  to  thrill 
your  action  fans  of  all  ages...  in  the  fine 
style  of  Columbia's  serial  showmanship! 
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ROBERT  PAIGE  • RICHARD  FISKE 

Sammy  McKim  • Stanley  Brown  • Don  Beddoe  • Forbes  Murray  • Screen  ploy  by  i 
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JAMES  CRAIG  • LORNA  GRAY 

Robert  E.  Kent,  Basil  Dickey,  Sherman  Lowe  • Directed  by  Ray  Taylor  and  James  W.  Horne 


NATION'S  PRESS  60.9%  FAVORABLE  IN  1938; 
DIPS  UNDER  1937,  BUT  IS  A GAIN  OVER  '36 


Computed  on  All  Phases 
Of  Industry  Activity 
By  the  MPPDA 

New  York — Notwithstanding  a few  se- 
rious and  harmful  statements  from  within 
the  industry,  favorable  comment  in  the 
nation’s  press  on  all  phases  of  its  activities 
averaged  60.9  per  cent  of  all  clippings 
analyzed  during  1938  by  the  MPPDA. 
This  compares  with  66.8  per  cent  in  1937, 
and  58.2  per  cent  in  1936. 

The  peak  of  favorable  comment,  as  in- 
dicated in  Chart  I,  came  in  April  as  a 
result  of  editorial  commendation  of  Will 
Hays’  armual  report  stressing  the  success 
of  self-regulation  in  the  industry,  the  clip- 
pings reveal.  This  is  said  to  have  set  a 
new  high  for  the  three-year  period  dur- 
ing which  the  MPPDA  has  analyzed  press 
trends. 

Type  of  comment  is  divided  as  follows: 
During  1938,  editorials  averaged  52.2  per 
cent;  columnists,  23.7  per  cent;  news 


items,  24.1  per  cent.  During  1937,  edi- 
torials averaged  38.1  per  cent;  columnists, 
22  per  cent;  news  items,  39.9  per  cent. 
For  1936,  editorials  averaged  37.6  per  cent; 
columnists,  16.9  per  cent,  and  news  items, 
45.5  per  cent. 

From  the  latter  part  of  July  to  Octo- 
ber, favorable  comment  manifested  itself 
largely  as  a result  of  the  MPAYBE  cam- 
paign. A dearth  of  clippings  in  Novem- 
ber exaggerated  the  importance  of  ad- 
verse comments  on  block  booking,  cen- 
sorship and  miscellaneous  activities.  This 
was  further  aggravated,  in  December,  due 
to  criticism  of  newsreel  censorship  in  Eng- 
land and  personal  affairs  of  certain  film 
stars. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  despite  the 
sustained  level  of  favorable  comment  from 
late  July  through  October  when  hundred 
of  newspapers  were  publishing  highly  fa- 
vorable editorials  in  connection  with  the 
industry  drive,  the  analysis  for  1938,  nev- 
ertheless, shows  a decline  of  5.9  per  cen 
in  plus  comment  over  the  period  of  the 
entire  year  as  compared  with  1937. 

"Tliere  appears  reason  to  believe  that 


National  Drive  Evoked 
Considerable  Good 
Trade  Comment 


the  final  percentage  was  dragged  down 
by  several  detrimental  statements  issued 
throughout  the  year.  In  the  division  la- 
beled “Regulation,”  favorable  comment 
during  1938  dipped  rather  sharply  under 
the  1937  total.  Whereas  approximately  80. 
per  cent  of  the  plus  side  was  touched  in 
July,  1937,  the  peak  last  year  never  went 
beyond  60  per  cent,  this  during  February 
and  March. 

From  that  point  on,  the  graph  reveals 
a gradual  drop  until  the  scales  dipped 
under  30  per  cent  while  adverse  references 
to  legislative  and  legal  activities  affect- 
ing the  industry  rose  to  60  per  cent 
However,  a recovery  in  favor  of  the  in- 
dustry was  recorded  thereafter,  rising  to 
50  per  cent  in  August  and  September 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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Detailed  analysis  m these  charts  shows  favorable  comment  in  black,  neutral  comment  in  white,  and  adverse  comment  in  dotted 
areas.  Because  of  the  small  number  of  editorials  on  regulation,  the  effect  of  adverse  comment  is  exaggerated.  Picture  quality 
deals  with  comment  on  films  after  they  have  been  completed  and  released  to  the  theatres.  Industry  affairs  include  comment 
on  production,  industry  policies  and  programs,  trade  practices,  self -regulation  and  personal  affairs.  Regulation  includes  com- 
ment on  legislative  and  legal  activities  affecting  the  industry. 
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IN  THE  NEW  SECRET  SERVICE  SERIES 


FROM  THE  RECORD 
TO  THE  SCREEN! 

Straight  from  the  locked  files 
of  the  ex-Ghief  of  U.  S.  Secret 
Service.  A big  beginning  for 
the  most  original,  most  timely 
series  idea  yet  offered!  Action- 
jammed  all  the  way! 

WARNER  BROS. 

Producers 


RONALD  REAGAN 

JOHN  LITEL- JAMES  STEPHENSON 
ILA  RHODES -EDDIE  FOYJR. 

Directed  by  NOEL  SMITH  • Original  Screen 
Play  by  Raymond  Schrock  • Based  Upon 
Material  Compiled  by  W.  H.  Moran,  Ex- 
Chief  of  U.  S.  Secret  Service 


Distributors  Deni] 
'Circular'  Charge 

New  York — At  least  two  members  of 
the  distributors’  trade  practice  committee 
disclaim  all  knowledge  of  circulation  among 
senators  and  congressmen  of  the  initial 
draft  of  the  pact  as  charged  by  Abram 
F.  Myers,  chairman  of  Allied’s  board.  He 
had  asserted  in  Washington  this  was  done 
“as  constituting  an  agreement  dispensing 
with  the  necessity  for  block  booking  leg- 
islation.’’ Myers  cited  this  as  one  reason 
for  “distributors  to  curb  their  politicians” 
as  a first  step  in  the  restoration  of  con- 
fidence between  them  and  his  association 
in  the  development  of  an  acceptable  trade 
practice  document. 

William  P.  Rodgers,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  M-G-M,  tells  Boxoffice  the  only 
such  action  had  been  a copy  sent  by 
Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  general  counsel  of 
the  Hays  organization,  to  Senator  Mat- 
thew Neely,  father  of  the  anti-compulsory 
block  booking  bill  in  the  senate.  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  president  of  Vitagraph  and 
a second  member  of  the  distributors’  com- 
mittee, backs  up  Rodgers’  statement.  They 
both  join  in  declaring  that  they  were 
unaware  of  this  step  but  beyond  this  had 
been  assured  nothing  which  would  fit  into 
Myers’  general  charge  had  been  under- 
taken by  any  individuals  or  from  any 
sources  with  which  they  were  familiar. 


Cole  Says  Withdrawal 
Is  Up  to  Allied  Board 

Dallas — Whether  or  not  Allied  formally 
pulls  out  of  the  trade  pact  negotiations, 
as  suggested  a few  days  ago  by  Abram 
F.  Myers  who  stressed  the  fact  he  spoke 
as  an  individual,  is  up  to  the  Allied  ne- 
gotiating committee  and  its  board  of  di- 
rectors, according  to  Colonel  H.  A.  Cole, 
president  of  the  association. 

He  says  he  is  in  accord  with  Myers’ 
“I  have  been  greatly  irked”  statement.  “I 
think  it’s  damned  unfortunate  for  the  sake 
of  the  negotiations  that  politicians  in  dis- 
tributor ranks  should  have  aroused  sus- 
picion and  distrust  at  this  time.  The 
Allied  board  will  undoubtedly  deeply  re- 
sent the  tactics  of  this  nature  and  are 
likely  to  feel  that  such  practices  may  be 
continued  during  future  negotiations  and 
in  future  relations  between  distributors  and 
independent  exhibitors,”  Cole  says. 


RKO  Singles  "Gunga  Din" 
In  Its  Own  Houses 

New  York — RKO  is  single  featuring 
“Gunga  Din”  in  all  its  houses  for  a full 
week  and  where  theatres  are  adaptable  to 
long  runs,  for  three  and  four  weeks,  or 
more,  are  being  dated. 

Starting  March  2,  Manhattan  and  Bronx 
houses  will  begin  showing  the  feature  and 
the  Brooklyn  units  follow  March  9.  The 
picture  is  now  in  its  fourth  week  at  the 
Palace,  Chicago.  It  played  three  weeks 
at  the  Music  Hall  here. 


Edwards  Acting  GN  Sales 
Head  in  Alperson  Exit 


New  York — With  the  resignation  of 
Edward  L.  Alperson,  Sol  Edwards,  circuit 
sales  contact,  has  been 
named  acting  sales 
manager  for  Grand 
National.  Edwards  has 
been  filling  the  post  va- 
cated by  Alperson  the 
last  week  and  is  await- 
ing the  return  of  E.  W. 
Hammons,  presi- 
dent,  from  the  coast 
Monday  to  name  a suc- 
cessor. 


Alperson,  when  Grand 
K.  L.  .vLPEKSON  National  underwent  re- 
organization last  September,  was  named 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribution. 
His  five-year  contract  at  $1,000  a week 
provided  for  a cancellation  at  any  six- 
month  period.  Alperson  held  the  post  six 
months.  He  recently  returned  to  the 
coast,  after  making  a cross-country  tour 
east  and  visiting  branch  offices,  to  check 
up  on  final  details  on  “Exile  Express,”  the 
Anna  Sten  picture.  He  was  due  to  start 
another  tour  east  when  he  resigned. 


Ann  Rosenthal,  lawyer  and  secretary  to 
Alperson,  left  GN  over  the  weekend. 


Universal  Reduces  Its 
Net  Operating  Loss 

New  York — Universal  in  1938  reduced  its 
net  operating  loss  $493,820  and  in  the 
final  quarter  of  the  year  reported  a profit 
of  $161,929.  Net  operating  loss  for  the  12 
months  ended  October  29,  1938,  after  all 
charges,  amounted  to  $591,178  as  com- 
pared to  $1,084,998  the  previous  year. 

“Due  to  improved  sales  policies  and 
methods,”  says  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  the  board,  “and  better  quality 
product,  the  company  experienced  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  $2,000,000  in  gross 
revenue  for  the  year  ended  October  29, 
1938,  as  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal 
year.” 

Rising  taxes  and  the  federal  old  age 
benefit  tax  for  the  last  fiscal  year  amoimt- 
ed  to  $323,708.  For  the  12  previous  months, 
the  same  items  totaled  $234,509. 


California  Mutual  Net 
Starts  WB-Ford  Show 

New  York — Beyond  the  eight  northern 
and  southern  California  outlets  on  the  Don 
Lee  Network,  no  other  local  stations  of 
the  Mutual  radio  chain  carried  the  show 
supplied  by  the  Warner  studio  in  the  ini- 
tial broadcast  Friday. 

This  was  verified  by  L.  L.  Redfield  of 
Redfield-Johnstone,  advertising  agency 
here  producing  the  show  with  Ford  de^rs 
as  sponsor  in  the  coast  region.  Redfield 
declared  his  sales  staff  expects  to  have 
enough  accounts  sold  to  begin  a coast-to- 
coast  program  starting  March  10. 

The  variety  show  contains  a 15-minute 
preview  of  forthcoming  product,  in  addi- 
tion to  a band  and  singers.  The  tieup  calls 
for  the  talents  of  the  entire  Warner  player 
roster.  gifc 


Metro  Sales  Meet 
Set  for  Chicago 

Hollywood — M-G-M’s  annual  sales  con- 
vention will  be  held  in  Chicago,  March 
19-21,  with  approximately  250  in  attend- 
ance. A1  Lichtman,  aide  to  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s,  had  planned 
to  go  east  to  set  the  1939-’40  program 
with  William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager,  but  studio  business  will  obviate 
the  trip.  Rodgers  is  due  here  toward  the 
end  of  the  week  for  conferences  with  Licht- 
man and  other  studio  executives. 

Rodgers  will  probably  leave  from  here 
directly  for  the  Chicago  sessions,  which 
are  to  be  attended  by  home  office  per- 
sonnel, division,  district  and  branch  man- 
agers, salesmen  and  chief  bookers.  The 
general  sales  manager  will  preside  and  the 
business  meetings  will  be  followed  by  in- 
dividual palavers  among  division  and  dis- 
trict heads  with  branch  managers. 

Jack  S.  McLeod,  in  charge  of  exchange 
operations,  is  handling  details  for  the 
meetings,  while  Ernest  Morrell,  traffic 
manager  at  the  home  office,  is  in  charge 
of  transportation.  William  R.  Ferguson,  ex- 
ploitation head,  returns  to  New  York  from 
Miami  in  a few  days  and  will  shortly  head 
for  the  Windy  City  for  advance  work  in 
connection  with  displays. 

Rodgers  is  expected  to  announce  52  fea- 
tures and  a reduction  in  the  shorts  pro- 
gram. The  Our  Gang  comedies  and  sev- 
eral others  series  are  being  eliminated. 


Balaban  and  Agnew  to 
Plan  Sales  Convention 

New  York — Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount president,  who  came  back 
from  a Florida  vacation  over  the  weekend, 
and  Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  are  scheduled  to 
depart  for  the  coast  around  March  15  to 
formulate  plans  for  the  company’s  sales 
convention. 

Their  trip  is  being  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  completion  of  a batch  of  new 
product,  which,  together  with  outlines  of 
contemplated  properties,  will  form  the 
basis  of  the  new-season  lineup. 

Caruso  for  Pickford  on 
United  Artists  Board 

New  York — Mary  Pickford  has  been  re- 
placed on  the  United  Artists  board  of  direc- 
tors by  Theodore  Caruso,  a business  as- 
sociate in  Miss  Pickford’s  cosmetic  enter- 
prise. 

The  move  was  by  vote  of  the  stockhold- 
ers. It  is  purely  technical.  Nominally, 
Caruso  •will  take  instructions  from  Miss 
Pickford,  who  suggested  his  selection. 

Delaware  laws,  under  which  UA  is  in- 
corporated, do  not  permit  an  alternate  to 
act  in  place  of  a director.  Since  Miss 
Pickford  plans  to  be  away  from  New  York, 
where  most  board  meetings  are  held,  con- 
siderably during  the  ensuing  months,  the 
UA  partner  was  left  with  the  alternative 
of  having  a bona  fide  director  replace  her. 
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Rogers  Fund  Setup 
About  Complete 

New  York — With  the  appointment  of  32 
zone  chairman,  drawn  from  district  and 
branch  managers  of  the  major  distribu- 
tors, cross-country  machinery  to  handle 
Will  Rogers  National  Theatre  Week  be- 
ginning April  20  assumes  form. 

Serving  on  each  zone  chairman’s  com- 
mittee will  be  the  branch  managers  of 
the  other  distributors  in  his  city.  The 
committee  is  also  designed  to  embrace 
representatives  of  the  five  major  circuits, 
independent  exhibitors,  officers  of  local 
Variety  Clubs,  newspaper  editors  and  ter- 
ritorial trade  paper  representatives. 

Two  alternatives  are  to  be  offered  ex- 
hibitors. One  is  to  run  the  usual  short 
subject  in  which  the  appeal  for  funds  is 
to  be  made  from  the  screen  and  to  make 
collections  after  it  runs.  The  other  is  a 
direct  theatre  contribution  based  on  seat- 
ing capacity.  Proceeds,  again  will  go  to 
the  maintenance  of  tubercular  patients  at 
the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Hospital  at 
Saranac  Lake,  N.  Y.,  and  to  local  insti- 
tutions caring  for  handicapped  children. 

In  the  latter  connection,  $50,000  has 
been  appropriated  by  the  Will  Rogers 
Memorial  Commission  for  allocation  to 
local  chapters  of  the  Infantile  Paralysis 
Foundation.  An  additional  $50,000  has 
been  earmarked  by  the  commission  and 
will  be  made  available  after  the  theatre 
drive  is  over. 

Major  Leslie  E.  Thompson  of  RKO  will 
again  head  the  drive.  A.  P.  Waxman  is 
again  director  of  the  campaign. 


The  32  Zone  Chairmen 


New  York — These  district  and  branch  managers  have  been  named  zone  chair- 
men for  the  Will  Rogers  National  Theatre  Week  beginning  April  20: 

Zones  District  Name  Company 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 


ALBANY 

...Philip  Pox 

....Columbia 

ATLANTA 

...John  Ezell 

....Universal 

BOSTON 

...Morris  Wolf 

...M-G-M 

BUFFALO 

...Sydney  Samson 

...20th  Century-Fox 

CHARLOTTE 

...Robert  J.  Ingram 

...Columbia 

CHICAGO 

...Jack  Osserman 

...RKO 

CINCINNATI 

...Edwin  Booth 

...M-G-M 

CLEVELAND 

...Frank  D.  Drew 

....M-G-M 

DALLAS 

...Doak  Roberts 

. . Warner 

DENVER 

...Wayne  C.  Ball 

....Columbia 

DES  MOINES 

...Moe  Levy 

...20th  Century-Fox 

DETROIT 

...Fi’ank  Downey 

....M-G-M 

INDIANAPOLIS 

....George  T.  Landis 

....20th  Century-Fox 

KANSAS  CITY 

...William  Warner 

...Warner 

LOS  ANGELES 

...Clayton  T.  Lynch 

...M-G-M 

MEMPHIS 

...James  Rogers 

....Columbia 

MILWAUKEE 

...Arthur  N.  Schmitz 

...RKO 

MINNEAPOLIS 

...Harold  Johnson 

....Universal 

NEW  HAVEN 

...Lou  Wechsler 

...United  Artists 

NEW  ORLEANS 

..Harold  Wilks 

...Paramount 

NEW  YORK  CITY... 

...Harry  H.  Buxbaum 

...20th  Century-Fox 

OKLAHOMA  CITY... 

...Ralph  B.  Williams 

...RKO 

OMAHA 

...Al  Mendenhall 

...Paramount 

PHILADELPHIA 

...Harry  G.  Bodkin 

...United  Artists 

PITTSBURGH 

...Harry  Seed 

...Warner 

PORTLAND 

...Louis  Amacher 

...M-G-M 

ST  LOUIS 

...John  E.  Garrison 

...Universal 

SALT  LAKE  CITY.... 

...Charles  Walker 

...20th  Century-Fox 

..  .SAN  FRANCISCO 

...Dennis  J.  McNervy 

...United  Artists 

...SEATTLE 

...Lawrence  J.  McGinley... 

...Universal 

..  .SIOUX  FALLS 

...Sherman  Fitch 

...RKO 

...WASHINGTON 

...Sam  Galanty 

...Columbia 

Radio  Active  Field  for 
Film  Talent  Scouts 

New  York — Radio  finds  itself  on  an  even 
plane  with  the  stage  in  the  search  for 
new  faces  by  major  company  talent  scouts. 
The  last  three  months  have  been  the  most 
active  of  the  year  for  signing  new  talent, 
according  to  the  scouts. 

In  their  hunt  for  new  faces,  talent 
sleuths  are  looking  for  young  blood  which 
can  be  developed  into  potential  boxoffice 
attractions.  Moreso  now  than  ever,  the 
scouts  report.  Pleasing  personalities  with 
good  voices  are  desired  mostly. 

It  is  stated  that,  of  the  possibilities 
signed  and  optioned  each  year,  less  than 
one-tenth  find  themselves  landing  long- 
term contracts.  The  studios  try  every 
means  of  developing  new  material  and  it 
is  found  that  stage  personalities  usually 
outnumber  recruits  from  radio  when  it 
comes  to  finding  a permanent  spot  on 
major  company  rosters. 

Other  fields  covered  for  possible  new 
finds  include  night  clubs,  summer  stock 
shows  and  amateur  shows. 


Pathe  Paying  $1.75 

New  York — Pathe  has  declared  its  usual 
$1.75  quarterly  dividend  on  the  preferred 
stock,  payable  April  1 to  stockholders  of 
record,  March  20. 


Columbia  Flans  52 
To  56  Next  Year 

New  York — Columbia  will  have  from  52 
to  56  features  on  next  season’s  program, 
of  which  12  to  16  will  be  westerns,  A. 
Montague,  general  sales  manager,  said  on 
his  return  from  the  coast  with  Jack  Cohn, 
vice-president,  A.  Schneider  and  Joseph 
A.  McGonville  after  production  talks  with 
Harry  Cohn,  president. 

'The  production  budget  is  being  increased 
considerably  in  line  with  the  company’s 
plans  to  make  more  “A”  pictures  and  less 
“B’s,”  Montague  added.  There  will  be  no 
cut  in  the  short  subjects  program. 

Under  the  new  setup,  important  direc- 
tors are  being  lined  up,  each  to  make  at 
least  two  pictures  on  next  season’s  pro- 
gram. Among  those  already  signed,  ac- 
cording to  Cohn,  are  Wesley  Ruggles, 
Frank  Lloyd  and  Mitchell  Leisen  and  deals 
are  in  work  to  add  one  or  two  more. 
Cohn  denied  the  company  is  “raiding” 
the  roster  of  any  company,  holding  Co- 
lumbia is  signing  the  directors  and  talent 
as  they  become  available. 

No  convention  plans  are  set  and  none 
will  be  “for  a whUe,”  Montague  said,  and 


New  York  Fanfare 
For  Quiz  Winners 

New  York — Major  and  independent  cir- 
cuits are  going  to  town  Monday  night 
for  the  announcement  of  Movie  Quiz  win- 
ners at  their  theatres.  Neighborhood  bands 
will  be  posted  in  front  of  local  theatres 
and  prominent  individuals  in  political  and 
social  standing  in  the  neighborhoods  will 
personally  announce  the  names  of  the  va- 
rious lucky  contestants.  Special  throwa- 
ways and  other  advertising  media  are  be- 
ing put  to  use  to  attract  patronage. 

In  sections  where  winners  have  been 
notified  to  appear  in  person,  the  celebri- 
ties will  pass  out  the  checks.  Competition 
will  be  keen  for  patronage  in  major  and 
independent  houses  Monday  evening,  in- 
cluding Broadway  theatres. 

all  of  the  company’s  output  promised  will 
be  released  this  year. 

McConville  is  planning  a trip  to  South 
America  in  a month  with  the  intention 
of  lining  up  production  in  the  Argentine. 
The  idea,  presently  in  mind,  is  to  pro- 
duce three  or  four  a year. 

Phil  Dunas,  midwest  district  manager, 
accompanied  the  home  office  executives 
from  Chicago  for  home  office  palavers. 
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Enforceabiliti]  Is 
A Moot  Problem 

(Continued  from  page  10) 
ever,  Section  1453  of  the  Civil  Practice 
Act  adds: 

“Where  a submission  or  contract  made 
either  as  prescribed  in  this  article  or  oth- 
erwise, provides  that  two  or  more  arbi- 
trators therein  designated  may  select  or 
appoint  a person  as  an  additional  arbi- 
trator, or  as  an  umpire,  the  selection  or 
appointment  must  be  in  writing.  An  ad- 
ditional arbitrator  or  umpire  must  sit  with 
the  original  arbitrators  upon  the  hearing. 
If  testimony  has  been  taken  before  his 
selection,  or  appointment,  the  matter  must 
be  reheard,  unless  a hearing  is  waivfed  in 
the  submission  of  the  contract  or  by  the 
subsequent  written  consent  of  the  parties 
or  their  attorneys.” 

Adjournments  may  be  taken  for  good 
causes,  according  to  Section  1454  of  the 
Civil  Practice  Act.  Nothing  is  said  in  the 
distributors’  proposal  at  this  time  in  con- 
nection with  adjournments,  but  this  is 
expected  to  be  worked  out  before  a final 
draft  is  finished.  Under  Hearings  by 
Arbitrators,  the  Civil  Practice  Act  states: 

“Subject  to  the  terms  of  the  submis- 
sion or  contract,  if  any  are  specified 
therein,  the  arbitrators  selected  as  pre- 
scribed must  appoint  a time  and  place 
for  hearing  of  the  matters  to  be  submit- 
ted to  them,  and  must  cause  notice  there- 
of to  be  given  to  each  of  the  parties. 
They,  or  a majority  of  them,  may  ad- 
journ the  hearing  from  time  to  time  upon 
the  application  of  either  party  for  good 
cause  shown  or  upon  their  own  motion, 
but  not  beyond  the  day  fixed  in  the  sub- 
mission or  contract  for  rendering  their 
award,  unless  the  time  so  fixed  is  extended 
by  written  consent  of  the  parties  to  the 
submission  or  contract  or  their  attorneys, 
or  the  parties  have  continued  with  the 
arbitration  without  objection  to  such  ad- 
journment.” 

Propose  Witness  Oath  Only 

Arbitrators  must  be  sworn,  according  to 
provisions  of  the  Civil  Practice  Act.  Only 
witnesses  would  be  sworn  in  the  distribu- 
tors’ proposal.  On  this.  Section  1455  of 
the  Civil  Practice  Act  states: 

“Before  hearing  any  testimony,  arbi- 
trators selected  either  as  prescribed  in 
this  article  or  otherwise  must  be  sworn 
by  an  officer  authorized  by  law  to  ad- 
minister an  oath,  faithfully  and  fairly 
to  hear  and  examine  the  matters  in  con- 
troversy and  to  make  a just  award  accord- 


Paints the  Side  of 
Barns,  Too 

Hollywood — They  have  an  old  prob- 
lem here.  It's  about  the  strong  and 
silent  leading  men  who  use  powder 
pulls  in  applying  their  makeup.  But, 
M-G-M  advises.  Bob  Montgomery  has 
solved  all  that.  He  uses  a broad 
camel's  hair  paint  brush,  the  kind 
artists  use  lor  oil  paint.  The  idea  is 
reported  to  be  spreading  to  bams  in 
the  Valley  that  require  new  dress. 


ing  to  the  best  of  their  understanding, 
unless  the  oath  is  waived  by  the  written 
consent  of  the  parties  to  the  submission 
or  contract  or  their  attorneys  or  the 
parties  have  continued  with  the  arbitra- 
tion without  objection  to  the  failure  of 
the  arbitrators  to  take  the  oath.” 

During  arbitration  proceedings  of  NRA 
days  and  before  local  boards,  all  witnesses 
were  sworn  in  before  testifying.  Where 
complaints,  or  defenses,  were  made  by  mail 
such  submissions  were  usually  signed  by 
notary  publics. 

Awards  by  a majority  is  valid  unless 
otherwise  specified,  according  to  the  Civil 
Practice  Act.  Section  1456,  Power  of  Ar- 
bitrators, which  states: 

“The  arbitrators  selected  as  prescribed, 
or  a majority  of  them,  may  require  any 
person  to  attend  before  them  as  a wit- 
ness; and  they  have,  and  each  of  them 
has,  the  same  powers  with  respect  to  all 
the  proceedings  before  them  which  are  con- 
ferred upon  a board  or  a member  of  a 
board  authorized  by  law  to  hear  testi- 
mony. All  the  arbitrators  selected  as  pre- 
scribed must  meet  together  and  hear  all 
the  allegations  and  proofs  of  the  parties; 
but  an  award  by  a majority  of  them  is 
valid  unless  the  concurrence  of  all  is  ex- 
pressly required  in  the  submission  or 
contract.” 

Payment  of  Fees 

Under  Clause  three  of  the  distributor 
proposal,  complainants  must  pay  filing 
fees  of  $5  with  each  complaint  to  be  ar- 
bitrated, such  fees  to  cover  the  costs  as 
compensation  to  neutral  parties  where 
necessary,  expenses  incurred  upon  the 
initiative  of  the  board,  and  administra- 
tion. Section  1457  of  the  Civil  Practice 
Act,  under  the  title  of  Fees  and  Expenses 
of  Arbitrators,  has  this  to  say: 

“Unless  it  is  otherwise  expressly  pro- 
vided in  the  submission  or  contract,  the 
award  may  require  the  payment,  by  either 
party,  of  the  arbitrators’  fees,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  fees  allowed  to  a like  num- 
ber of  referees  in  the  supreme  court; 
and  also  their  expenses.” 

Nothing  is  said  in  the  distributors’  pro- 
posal as  to  the  enforceability  of  awards, 
but  this  is  clearly  discussed  in  the  Civil 
Practice  Act,  Section  1458,  under  En- 
forceability of  Awards  in  Certain  Cases: 

“An  award  shall  be  valid  and  enforce- 
able according  to  its  terms  and  under  the 
provisions  of  this  article,  without  pre- 
vious adjudication  of  the  existence  of  a 
submission  or  contract  to  arbitrate,  sub- 
ject, nevertheless,  to  the  provisions  of  this 
section: 

“1.  A party  who  has  participated  in  the 
selection  of  the  arbitrators  or  in  any  of 
the  proceedings  had  before  them  may  ob- 
ject to  the  confirmation  of  the  award 
only  on  one  or  more  grounds  specified  in 
subdivisions  one,  two,  three  and  four  (pro- 
vided he  did  not  continue  with  the  ar- 
bitration with  notice  of  the  facts  or  de- 
fects upon  which  his  objection  is  based) 
because  of  a failure  to  comply  or  because 
of  the  improper  manner  of  the  selection 
of  the  arbitrators. 

“2.  A party  who  has  not  participated  in 
the  selection  of  arbitrators  or  in  any  of 
the  proceedings  had  before  them  and 
who  has  not  made  or  been  served  with 
an  application  to  compel  arbitration  may 
also  put  in  issue  the  making  of  the  con- 
tract or  submission  or  the  failure  to  com- 
ply therewith,  either  by  a motion  for  a 
stay  of  the  arbitration  or  in  opposition 
to  the  confirmation  of  the  award.  If  a 


Award  Effect  Time 
For  Future  Study 

notice  shall  have  been  personally  served 
upon  such  a party  of  an  intention  to  con- 
duct the  arbitration  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
visions of  a contract  or  submission  speci- 
fied in  such  notice,  then  the  issues  speci- 
fied in  this  subdivision  may  be  raised 
only  by  a motion  for  a stay  of  the  arbi- 
tration, notice  of  which  motion  must  be 
served  within  ten  days  after  the  service 
of  the  notice  of  intention  to  arbitrate. 
'The  arbitration  hearing  shall  be  adjourn- 
ed upon  service  of  such  notice  pending  the 
determination  of  the  motion.  Where  such 
opposing  party,  either  on  a motion  for  a 
stay  or  in  opposition  to  the  confirmation 
of  an  award,  sets  forth  evidentiary  facts 
raising  a substantial  issue  as  to  the  mak- 
ing of  a contract  or  submission  or  the 
failure  to  comply  therewith,  an  immedi- 
ate trial  shall  be  had,  and  such  party 
shall  have  the  right  to  demand  a jury 
by  trial  provided  such  demand  is  served 
with  affidavits.  In  the  event  that  such 
party  is  unsuccessful,  he  may,  never- 
theless, participate  in  the  arbitration  if 
the  same  is  still  being  carried  on.” 

The  time  in  which  arbitrators  shall 
make  awards  on  film  cases  has  not  yet 
been  determined,  but  this  is  one  of  the 
matters  being  left  for  further  discussion 
between  attorneys  for  distributors  and 
exhibitor  groups.  The  Civil  Practice  Act, 
Section  1461,  Motion  to  Confirm  Award, 
has  this  to  say: 

On  Vacating  Awards 

“At  any  time  within  one  year  after  the 
award  is  made,  as  prescribed,  any  party 
to  the  controversy  which  was  arbitrated 
may  apply  to  the  court  having  jurisdiction 
for  an  order  confirming  the  award;  and 
thereupon  the  court  must  grant  such  an 
order  unless  the  award  is  vacated,  modi- 
fied or  corrected,  or  unless  the  award  is 
unenforceable.  Notice  of  the  motion  must 
be  served  upon  the  adverse  party  or  his 
attorney,  as  prescribed  by  law  for  ser- 
vice of  notice  of  a motion  upon  an  at- 
torney in  an  action  in  the  same  court. 
In  the  supreme  court,  the  motion  must 
be  made  within  the  judicial  district  em- 
bracing the  county  where  the  judgment 
is  entered.” 

Various  reasons  for  vacating  awards  are 
outlined  under  Section  1462  of  the  Civil 
Practice  Act,  which  states:  “In  either  of 
the  following  cases,  the  court  must  make 

(Continued  on  page  24) 


Quaint  Hollywood 
Approach 

Hollywood — The  Metro  publicity  de- 
partment now  discovers  how  Judy  Gar- 
land and  her  mother  spend  their  Sun- 
days. Each  Saturday  night  they  mark 
four  pieces  of  paper  with  the  points 
of  the  compass,  then  blindfold  and  pick 
one  at  random.  Bright  and  early  on  the 
Sabbath  they  drive  in  the  direction 
indicated.  Seems  alright  if  it  doesn't 
get  tiresome. 
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in 


its  First 

RIVOLI,  NEW  YORK  . . . Opened  at  Rivoli  Theatre  Saturday  ...  By  Sunday  Night 
on  way  to  house  record  for  season.  Will  hold  over  for  three  weeks. 


KEITH’S  BALTIMORE  . . . Manager  Schanberger  of  Keith’s  reported:  After  vain 
efforts  for  two  months  to  awaken  business,  this  does  it.  More  laughs  than  I have 
heard  in  ages!^^ 


CIRCLE,  INDIANAPOLIS  . . .^'Continuous  laughter  of  audience  drowned  out  many 
of  the  gags.  Business  almost  tops  anything  in  theatre’s  history  despite  continuous 
rain  all  afternoon  and  evening.  Picture  definitely  box  office." 


at  the  box-office . . .where  it  counts . . . ancj 


Six  Openings! 

JNITED  ARTISTS,  PORTLAND,  OREGON  . . /^Honest  Man  actually  out- 
irossed  any  Durbin  picture.  Can  truthfully  say  30%  of  Fields  or  Bergen  gags  lost 
>y  continuous  laughter.'' 


.OEW’S  HARTFORD  ...  At  Loew's,  "You  Can’t  Cheat  An  Honest  Man"  beats 
)oth  "lOO  Men  and  a Girl"  and  "That  Certain  Age." 


V\OHAWK,  NORTH  ADAMS,  MASS "HONEST  MAN  opened  very  big. 

^eating  any  previous  gross  on  record.  Manager  reports  picture  had  audience 
ictually  rolling  in  aisles 


rhere  the  public  decides!  — UNIVERSAL 


Arbitration  Form 
Gets  Close  Study 

(Continued  from  page  21) 

an  order  vacating  the  award,  upon  the 
application  of  any  party  to  the  contro- 
versy which  was  arbitrated: 

“1.  Where  the  award  was  procured  by 
corruption,  fraud  or  other  undue  means. 

“2.  Where  there  was  evident  partiality 
or  corruption  in  the  arbitrators  or  either 
of  them. 

“3.  Where  the  arbitrators  were  guilty 
of  misconduct  in  refusing  to  postpone  the 
hearing  upon  sufficient  cause  shown,  or 
in  refusing  to  hear  evidence  pertinent 
and  material  to  the  controversy;  or  of 
any  other  misbehavior  by  which  the  rights 
of  any  party  have  been  prejudiced. 

“4.  Where  the  arbitrators  exceeded 
their  powers,  or  so  imperfectly  executed 
them,  that  a mutual,  final  and  definite 
award  upon  the  subject  matter  submitted 
was  not  made. 

“5.  If  there  was  no  valid  submission 
or  contract,  and  the  objection  had  been 
raised  under  the  conditions  set  forth. 

“6.  Where  an  award  is  vacated,  the 
court,  in  its  discretion,  may  direct  a re- 
hearing either  before  the  same  arbitrators 
or  before  new  arbitrators  to  be  chosen  in 
the  manner  provided  in  the  submission 
or  contract  for  the  selection  of  the  original 
arbitrators  and  any  provision  limiting  the 
time  in  which  the  arbitrators  may  make 
a decision  shall  be  deemed  applicable  to 
the  new  arbitration  and  to  commence 
from  the  date  of  the  court’s  order.” 

Where  errors  have  crept  into  awards, 
modifications  may  be  made  after  decisions 
have  been  handed  down.  Under  Section 
1462a.  Motion  to  Modify  or  Correct  Award, 
the  Civil  Practice  Act  states,  “In  either 
of  the  following  cases,  the  court  must 
make  an  order  modifying  or  correcting 
the  award,  upon  the  application  of  any 
party  to  the  controversy  which  was  arbi- 
trated; 

“1.  Where  there  was  an  evident  mis- 
calculation of  figures,  or  an  evident  mis- 
take in  the  description  of  any  persons, 
thing  or  property  referred  to  in  the  award. 

“2.  Where  the  arbitrators  have  award- 
ed upon  a matter  not  submitted  to  them, 
not  affecting  the  merits  of  the  decision 
upon  the  matters  submitted. 

“3.  Where  the  award  is  imperfect  in  a 
matter  of  form  not  affecting  the  merits 
of  the  controversy,  and,  if  it  had  been  a 
referee’s  report,  the  defect  could  have 
been  amended  or  disregarded  by  the  court. 

“The  order  may  modify  and  correct  the 
award  so  as  to  effect  the  intent  and  pro- 
mote justice  between  the  parties.” 

Parties  affected  by  adverse  decisions 
have  three  months  in  which  to  demand  a 
stay  of  an  award.  So  reads  Section  1463, 
Notice  of  Motion  and  Stay  of  the  Civil 
Practice  Act; 

“Notice  of  a motion  to  vacate,  modify  or 
correct  an  award  must  be  served  upon  the 
adverse  party,  or  his  attorney,  within  three 
months  after  the  award  is  filed  or  deliv- 
ered, as  prescribed  by  law  for  service  of 
notice  of  a motion  upon  an  attorney  in 
an  action;  except  that  in  opposition  to  a 
motion  to  confirm  an  award,  any  of  the 
grounds  specified  may  be  set  up.  For  the 


25  Metro  Foreign  Units 
By  End  of  Year 

New  York — M-G-M  will  have  25  foreign 
theatres  in  operation  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Two  new  houses,  each  seating  ap- 
proximately 1.500,  will  open  in  the  fall. 
One  will  be  in  Adelaide,  Australia,  and 
the  second  in  Cairo,  Egypt. 

Salo  Rosenberger,  construction  engineer, 
is  now  in  Cairo  working  on  the  project 
there  which  is  slated  to  open  in  October. 
The  Australian  unit  is  scheduled  to  start 
operations  late  September  or  early  the 
following  month. 

The  company  now  has  six  theatres  in 
Australia  and  the  new  one  will  make  seven. 
The  Egyptian  house  is  the  first  in  that 
territory. 

Other  units  are  as  follows:  five  in  South 
America,  one  in  Puerto  Rico,  which  seats 
1,500  and  was  opened  January  18,  last; 
two  in  South  Africa,  two  in  India,  two 
in  London,  three  in  Belgium,  one  in 
France  and  one  in  Hungary.  Last  Sep- 
tember, the  Metro  was  opened  in  Perth, 
Australia. 


purpose  of  the  motion,  any  judge  who 
might  make  an  order  to  stay  the  pro- 
ceedings in  an  action  brought  in  the  same 
court  may  make  an  order,  to  be  served 
with  the  notice  of  motion,  staying  the 
proceedings  of  the  adverse  party  to  en- 
force the  award.” 

No  provision  for  appeal  is  provided  for 
in  the  distributors’  draft  on  arbitration 
because,  it  is  held,  no  request  has  been 
made  for  handling  appeals.  Distributors 
also  hold  that  full  authority  should  be 
vested  with  local  boards  on  all  decisions 
but  that  efforts  to  set  up  appeal  bodies 
in  New  York  would  only  complicate  mat- 
ters. Distributors  experienced  many  an- 
noying reversals  by  Campi,  the  appeal 
board  under  the  NRA,  which  upset  local 
clearances  in  one  or  more  situations. 
However,  Section  1467  of  the  Civil  Prac- 
tice Act  has  this  to  say  about  appeals; 

“An  appeal  may  be  taken  from  an  order 
in  a proceeding  or  from  a judgment  en- 
tered upon  an  award,  as  from  an  order 
or  judgment  in  an  action.  The  proceed- 
ings upon  such  an  appeal,  including  the 
judgment  thereupon  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  judgment,  are  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  and  rules  regu- 
lating appeals  as  far  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable.” 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

igan  for  five  years  and,  of  course, 
former  executive  secretary  of  the  na- 
tional MPTOA  for  which  he  was  an 
official  spokesman  during  code-for- 
mulation days  in  Washington  under 
NRA.  As  general  manager  of  the 
Universal  studio  when  Carl  Laemmle 
still  owned  the  company,  Meyer 
familiarized  himself  with  the  ins  and 
outs  of  production. 

This  is  the  sort  of  background 
which  suggests  its  own  value  in  any 
studio  if  it  is  properly  used. 

From  the  Waist 

In  the  All-American  Favorites  poll, 
an  annual  feature  of  BOXOFFICE 
BAROMETER,  Spencer  Tracy  emerg- 
ed ahead  of  all  others. 

In  the  "Minneapolis  Journal"  poll, 
conducted  by  Merle  Potter,  Tracy 
did  likewise.  Potter  states  1,021 
critics  in  all  of  the  states,  as  well  as 
the  District  of  Columbia,  partici- 
pated. On  that  calculation,  his  is 
the  most  sweeping  ballot  conducted 
in  the  country. 

That's  a bow  we're  taking. 


Nations  Press  Comment 
60.9  Favorable  in  '38 


(Continued  from  page  16) 

after  which  the  most  precipitous  drop  of 
all  developed  in  October  when  80  per  t 
of  published  comment  turned  out  to  be 
anti -industry. 

As  the  year  terminated,  neutral  com- 
ment ran  about  10  per  cent,  thereby  earn- 
ing for  the  industry  about  a 50-50  break. 
Possibly,  angles  on  the  government  suit 
and  litigation  which  piled  in  from  various 
comers  of  the  nation  explain  this  divison. 


1958  — 12  Mos.  Average,  1938  60.9)? 

1957  " " , 1957  66.85f 

1956  " " . 1956  58.25? 

Area  below  the  heavy  black  line  shows  favorable  comment.  Area  above 
includes  both  neutral  and  adverse  comment. 
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MAY  TRY  FOR  INDICTMENTS  RY  FEDERAL  GRAND 
JURY  IN  CinCAGO  CRIMINAL  CONTEMPT  ACTION 


Government  Is  Reported 
Impatient  Over  Many 
Delayed  Hearings 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Hinted  at  in  Boxoffice  some 
weeks  back,  and  confirmed  in  open  court 
before  Federal  Judge  Charles  Woodward 
at  the  most  recent  hearing  of  the  govern- 
ment’s criminal  contempt  action  here,  it 
appears  likely  now  the  department  of  jus- 
tice will  seek  more  direct  action  against 
Barney  Balaban,  B&K  and  the  major  com- 
panies by  trying  for  federal  grand  jury 
indictments  charging  Sherman  anti-trust 
violations. 

More  than  a month  ago  Boxoffice 
learned  that  Thurman  Arnold  and  his 
aide  in  the  case  here,  Robert  Wright,  were 
getting  impatient  over  the  many  delays  in 
hearings.  This  case  charges  criminal  con- 
tempt, claiming  Balaban  and  the  other 
defendants  violated  the  1932  consent  de- 
cree filed  here  with  the  government. 

Wright’s  impatience  became  more  ap- 
parent when,  in  court  before  Judge  Wood- 
ward, he  was  refused  in  his  plea  to  have 
impounded  all  of  the  documents — includ- 
ing contracts,  franchise  agreements  and 
letters — pertaining  to  the  case.  At  the 
same  time.  Judge  Woodward,  at  the  mo- 
tion of  the  defendants,  quashed  the  sub- 
poenas which  Wright,  and  his  aide,  Sey- 
mour Simon,  had  issued  seeking  these 
documents  from  the  defendants. 

It  was  then  that  Wright  interrupted 
with  “I  think  we  might  be  required  to  go 
before  the  grand  jury  . . .” 

Previously,  Simon,  complaining  that  the 
court  had  quashed  the  subpoenas,  re- 
marked: “.  . . if  the  government  is  forced 
to  file  an  information  and  then  wait  for 
the  defendants’  answer  until  any  sub- 
poenas can  be  issued,  the  defendants  will 
always  have  an  opportunity  to  destroy  aU 
the  evidence  that  the  government  will 
have  to  have  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
decree  has  been  violated.” 

Wright  remained  here  for  a few  days 
after  the  hearing.  It  is  probable  he  will 
confer  with  his  chief,  Arnold,  before  tak- 
ing any  move  along  the  lines  of  a grand 
jury  investigation. 

Should  the  government  decide  to  seek 
indictments  for  the  anti-trust  law  viola- 
tions here,  it  would  mean  the  dropping  of 
the  criminal  contempt  action,  as  it  is  not 
thought  probable  under  federal  court  pro- 
cedure to  secure  any  indictments  for  crim- 
inal contempt. 

Under  the  grand  jury  procedure,  the 
federal  bureau  of  investigation  would  re- 
enter the  case,  with  its  G-men  available 
for  investigation  purposes.  The  grand 
jury  then  would  hear  evidence  in  secret 
sessions  of  what  the  government  charges 
have  been  violations  of  the  1932  consent 


decree,  which  in  turn  would  be  named  as 
anti-trust  law  transgressions.  It  would 
then  be  up  to  the  grand  jury  as  to  whether 
to  vote  the  indictments. 


60  Days  Allowed  to 
File  Bill  of  Particulars 

Chicago — Federal  Judge  Charles  Wood- 
ward has  set  a 60-day  deadline  under 
which  the  government  should  file  the  bill 
of  particulars  in  its  case  charging  criminal 
contempt  here.  He  allowed  in  part  and 
disallowed  in  other  parts  the  demands  of 
the  defense  for  the  bill  of  particulars. 

At  the  same  time,  he  did  set  a time  limit 
of  20  days  after  the  bill  of  particulars  is 
furnished  as  time  for  the  defendants  to 
respond  to  the  original  order  to  show  cause 
as  to  why  they  shouldn’t  be  held  in  con- 
tempt of  court. 

Stating  there  is  no  issue  before  the  court 
until  the  defendants  respond  and  that  the 
subpoenas  originally  were  improperly  is- 
sued, Judge  Woodward  quashed  these  sub- 
poenas, which  required  the  defendants  and 
several  witnesses  to  appear  in  court  with 
documents  in  the  case.  In  the  same  order, 
he  also  denied  the  government’s  request 
to  impound  these  records  with  the  United 
States  marshal. 

Judge  Woodward’s  order  granting  the 
bill  of  particulars  to  the  defense  requires 
the  government  to  furnish: 

What,  when  and  where  any  collusive 
agreements  were  entered  into  as  a violation 
of  the  anti-trust  laws. 

What  restriction  of  interstate  trade  oc- 
curred. 

What  independent  and  unaffiliated  ex- 


Young  Suit 
Musi  Wait 

Chicago — The  “forgotten  lawsuit  case” 
— in  which  V.  U.  Young  of  Gary,  Ind.,  is 
suing  B&K,  Great  States,  Warner  Bros. 
Theatres  and  the  major  companies  for 
alleged  anti-trust  law  violations — bobbed 
up  again  this  week  in  federal  court.  But, 
again  it  was  only  for  a few  moments. 

Attorneys  for  Young  have  been  trying 
to  get  a trial  date  set  by  Federal  Judge 
William  Holly  for  the  case.  However,  the 
major  company  attorneys  here  are  tied 
up  with  the  other  film  suits,  and  one  of 
the  legal  firms — Mayer,  Meyer,  Austrian 
and  Platt — is  one  of  the  companies  em- 
ployed by  the  milk  case  defendants. 

In  view  of  these  conditions.  Judge  Holly 
has  set  the  case  for  hearing  for  some 
time  in  April,  and  will  designate  a time 
when  all  attorneys  in  the  case  can  be 
gathered  together. 


Believed  Pressing  for 
Grand  Jury 

Chicago — Robert  Wright,  prosecuting 
the  government's  criminal  contempt 
case  here,  was  in  Washington  confer- 
ring with  his  chief,  Thurman  Arnold. 
Wright,  an  assistant  U.  S.  attorney  gen- 
eral, is  understood  to  favor  grand  jury 
action  locally,  and  it  was  thought  that 
was  the  matter  about  which  he  was 
conferring  with  Arnold  in  the  nation's 
capitol. 


hibitors  tried  to  get  product  and  were 
prevented. 

How  competition  has  been  lessened. 

A copy  of  the  uniform  plan,  system  or 
schedule  of  zoning  and  clearance  and  how 
it  works. 

A copy  of  all  franchise  agreements  re- 
lied upon. 


Quash  Motions  for  Loew's 
And  20th-Fox  Are  Up 

Chicago  — Motions  to  quash  the  sub- 
poenas duces  tecum  for  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  were  to  be  heard  before 
Federal  Judge  Charles  Woodward  this 
week  in  the  government’s  criminal  con- 
tempt case. 

This  formal  action  was  taken  after 
Judge  Woodward  last  week  quashed  sub- 
poenas of  other  defendants  in  the  case. 
The  subpoenas  were  originally  issued  by 
the  department  of  justice  ordering  the  de- 
fendants and  certain  witnesses  to  appear 
with  documents  and  records  in  the  case. 

Pending  are  subpoenas  against  still  other 
defendant  company  branch  managers  here, 
motions  to  quash  for  which  are  expected  as 
a mere  formality  later. 


$50  Fine  and  Costs  for 
Mailing  Fight  Films 

Chicago — The  Bell  and  Howell  Co.  has 
been  fined  $50  and  costs  by  Federal  Judge 
William  H.  Holly  on  charges  of  sending 
fight  films  through  the  mails. 

The  charges  were  based  on  the  shipment 
of  some  films  to  Holland,  and  included 
reels  on  Jack  Dempsey  and  the  Louis- 
Schmeling  fight.  The  government  con- 
fiscated the  films. 


Complete  "Bell" 

Hollywood — “The  Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell,”  based  on  the  Life  of  the 
famous  inventor,  has  been  completed  at 
20th-Fox.  Loretta  Young,  Don  Ameche  and 
Henry  Fonda  have  leading  roles.  Irving 
Cummings  directed. 
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Indiana  Lawmakers 
After  Gambling 

Indianapolis — The  house  criminal  codes 
committee  announces  it  plans  to  draft  a 
“comprehensive”  measure  to  outlaw 
gambling  of  all  kinds  by  combining  three 
bills  now  pending  in  the  lower  chamber. 

Newer  games  of  chance  not  covered  by 
laws  would  be  made  illegal  by  the  omni- 
bus measm’e.  These  include  all  types  of 
“lotteries,”  Bingo,  Keno,  and  Bank  Night, 
according  to  Rep.  Paul  Brady,  Muncie, 
committee  chairman. 

The  bill  wiU  contain  a provision  cover- 
ing new  games  which  might  “crop  up”  in 
the  future.  Representative  Brady  said. 

Committee  members  said  decision  to 
take  this  action  was  made  after  they  had 
received  the  approval  of  the  authors  of 
the  three  pending  measures. 

Meanwhile,  Sen.  Wilbur  A.  DeWeese, 
Ft.  Wayne,  announces  he  will  introduce 
a separate  Bank  Night  bill  in  the  upper 
chamber. 

Although  he  approved  of  the  house  com- 
mittee’s decision  to  act  along  concerted 
lines,  he  said  he  wanted  to  strike  a sepa- 
rate blow  at  Bank  Night  which  he  termed 
the  “worst  racket  in  the  countiT.” 

He  charged  many  theatres  were  “fences” 
to  carry  out  lotteries. 

“Thousands  of  dollars  each  year  are 
filched  from  the  pockets  of  Indiana  citi- 
zens through  Bank  Night,”  he  declared. 
“They  ought  to  be  completely  outlawed 
along  with  other  schemes  of  their  kind.” 


D.  A.  Refuses  10  Bingo 
Warrants  in  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — Attempts  of  the  police  de- 
partment to  obtain  Bingo  warrants  against 
ten  organizations,  including  one  conduct- 
ing the  game  in  the  Ritz,  north  side  neigh- 
borhood house,  have  been  frustrated  as  a 
result  of  refusals  by  Dist.  Atty.  Herbert  J. 
Steffes  and  the  city’s  attorney’s  office  to 
issue  warrants. 

Warrants  sought  by  the  police  were 
against  the  following  groups:  Corp.  Henry 
J.  Schaefer  post.  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars,  which  runs  games  at  the  Futuristic 
ballroom;  Wisconsin  Society,  GUG  Ger- 
mania, at  Germania  Hall;  St.  Paul’s  Cath- 
olic church,  at  Germania  Hall;  Disraeli 
Rebekah  lodge,  Ritz  Theatre,  games  pro- 
moted by  the  Holy  Redeemer  Catholic 
church  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  nights; 
Vera  Conclave  True  Kindred  lodge  of 
Eastern  Star,  Pilgrim’s  Hall;  Citizen’s 
Civic  Club,  Bahn  Frei  Hall;  Aurora  Lodge, 
lOOF,  North  Avenue  Auditorium;  Catholic 
Order  of  Foresters,  St.  Roman’s  Court, 
Bahn  Frei  Hall,  and  Post  2874  VFW,  same 
hall. 

In  refusing  to  issue  warrants,  the  dis- 
trict attorney  referred  to  Police  Chief 
Joseph  T.  Kluchesky’s  letter  of  February 
23,  1937,  in  which  he  declared  he  would 
not  molest  games  where  the  profits  went 
to  the  sponsoring  organizations  and  not  to 
private  promoters. 

Steffes  said  if  the  police  want  warrants, 
they  should  have  the  council  enact  an 
ordinance  or  have  the  legislature  change 


Profits  From  Quiz — 

J.  David  Jones  of  the  Kerasotes  The- 
atre in  Springfield,  111.,  winner  of 
fourth  place  in  the  showman’s  drive 
division  of  the  Movie  Quiz  contest  for 
situations  with  populations  from 
15,000  to  100.000. 


the  present  law.  considered  full  of  loop- 
holes on  games  of  chance. 

In  the  meantime,  independent  exhibi- 
tors in  Milwaukee  county  are  continuing 
with  plans  for  the  sponsorship  of  the  new 
“Play  Square”  promotion,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  get  under  way  in  at  least  20 
local  theatres  within  the  next  several 
weeks. 


Attention  in  Madison 
To  Labor  Measure 

Madison,  Wis. — With  February  15  the 
deadline  for  filing  bills  by  title,  the  legis- 
lative hopper  boiled  during  the  past  week 
with  particular  stress  upon  bills  seeking 
to  amend  the  present  labor  relations  act, 
which  are  being  bitterly  opposed  by  union 
organizations. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  bills, 
“stranger  picketing”  would  be  prohibited 
and  the  one  measure  would  outlaw  the 
“sitdown”  strike  and  bar  a closed  shop 
except  where  three-quarters  or  more  of 
the  employes  vote  for  such  collective  bar- 
gaining by  secret  ballot. 

Introduced  in  the  legislature  during  the 
week  have  been  bills  legalizing  state-con- 
trolled lotteries  and  giving  county  boards 
the  right  to  license  or  prohibit  slot  and 
pin  ball  machines.  The  measures  are  be- 
ing sponsored  in  an  effort  to  raise  neces- 
sary governmental  funds. 

The  assembly  killed  the  Schlabach  bill 
which  would  have  made  it  possible  for 
towns,  cities  and  villages  to  establish  day- 
light saving  time  in  their  communities. 


Sistrom  Begins  "Saint" 

Hollywood — Producer  William  Sistrom 
has  sailed  for  London  where  he  will  pro- 
duce “The  Saint  in  London,”  third  of  the 
RKO  series.  All  the  cast  except  George 
Sanders,  the  “Saint,”  will  be  picked  in 
London. 


Kirsch  a Candidate 
For  Re-Election 

Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  who  has  been  at 
the  helm  of  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  for 
nearly  eight  months  now,  will  be  a can- 
didate for  re-election  as  president  of  the 
organization  at  the  annual  election  of 
officers  to  be  held  Thursday,  March  2 
it  was  learned  this.  week. 

Kirsch  was  expected  to  discuss  his  can- 
didacy with  the  board  of  directors  at  its 
meeting  on  Thursday.  Only  routine  mat- 
ters, including  the  pending  clearance  suit 
in  federal  court,  membership  details  and 
other  data  additionally  were  to  be  dis- 
cussed by  the  directors. 

Kirsch,  in  the  short  time  he  has  been 
president  of  Allied,  since  he  succeeded  the 
late  Aaron  Saperstein,  has  become  well 
known  in  the  industry.  Recently  he  was 
named  a regional  vice-president  of  na- 
tional Allied  by  the  national  president. 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  “in  recognition  of  his 
services  to  the  exhibitor  group  in  Hlinois.” 

Tire  Allied  membership  here  has  ad- 
vanced to  nearly  170  members  since  Kirsch, 
operator  of  the  Gold,  20th  Century  and 
Villa  theatres,  took  over  the  reins.  This 
is  an  increase  of  about  15  theatres.  In  the 
last  week  three  additional  members  have 
been  added,  Stanley  Nesky’s  Gem,  Charlie 
Stern’s  Park,  and  Sam  Halperin’s  Irving 
Theatre. 


A Siege  of  Sickness 
Hurts  in  Chicago 

Chicago — The  ticket  machines  at  thea- 
tres in  the  Windy  City,  especially  in  the 
neighborhoods,  have  been  clicking  with 
less  frequency  because  of  a severe  wave  of 
“flu.”  In  some  spots  grosses  have  declined 
nearly  50  per  cent. 

Some  of  the  smaller  exhibitors  have 
boldly  suggested  a general  theatre  mora- 
torium— pending  the  return  of  normal 
health  conditions  to  the  city.  The  begin- 
ning of  the  week,  however,  saw  some  signs 
of  improvement  in  the  influenza  epidemic 
that  has  gripped  Chicago  the  last  few 
weeks.  This  has  brought  hope  that  gen- 
eral theatre  conditions,  too,  will  improve. 

Of  course,  older  heads  have  definitely 
vetoed  any  suggestion  of  closing  theatres 
during  the  health  siege. 

Premiums  haven’t  helped  at  the  turn- 
stiles either.  Said  one  theatre  operator: 
“If  we  do  get  a few  patrons  on  premium 
nights  now,  whatever  we  take  in  we  give 
back  in  premiums.” 


Closing  Law  in  Urbana, 
Champaign  Is  Lifted 

Champaign,  III. — The  ban  closing  schools, 
churches,  theatres  and  other  places,  of 
public  assembly  in  Champaign  and  Urbana 
has  been  lifted 

The  lid  was  clamped  on  because  of  the 
influenza  epidemic  now  sweeping  Illinois. 
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Loop  House  Turns 
To  Triple  Bills 

Chicago — Long  expected,  the  Woods 
Theatre  has  gone  to  triple  features.  It  is 
the  first  triple-feature  house  in  the  loop. 
Ever  since  the  house  did  away  with  its 
exploitation  policy  under  Herb  Elisburg’s 
management,  and  went  to  straight  duals 
in  first  and  C week,  the  Woods  has  failed 
to  click.  The  main  trouble  has  been  lack 
of  product. 

Essaness  is  starting  out  with  a 20-and- 
30-cent  policy  on  the  theatre.  The  first 
attractions  were  “Annabel  Takes  a Tour,” 
“Ride  a Crooked  Mile”  and  “Sunset  Strip 
Murder  Case.”  The  last  named  film,  from 
Grand  National,  and  starring  Sally  Rand, 
was  booked  a half  hour  after  the  Chicago 
Times  ran  an  AP  wirephoto  of  the  Sally 
Rand  “Nude  Ranch”  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco World’s  Fair.  The  picture  showed 
several  cowgirls  nearly  au-natural. 

It  was  thought  that  in  a bid  for  some 
of  the  loop  business  that,  if  the  20-and- 
30-cent  price  at  the  Woods  fails  to  draw 
’em  in,  Essaness.  will  drop  it  still  lower, 
still  retaining  triples. 


BQ  at  Heywood-Wakeiield 
Meeting  in  Menominee 

Menominee,  Mich. — The  annual  meeting 
of  salesmen,  jobbers  and  distributors  con- 
nected with  the  public  seating  division  of 
the  Heywood-Wakefield  Corp.  was  held 
here  with  approximately  60  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  attending  the  ses- 
sions. 

Speakers  at  the  meetings  included  R. 
N.  Greenwood,  Gardiner,  Mass.,  president 
of  the  firm;  Paul  B.  Posser,  Gardiner, 
sales  manager  of  the  Heywood-Wakefield 
Corp.,  and  F.  K.  Hill,  Gardiner,  public 
seating  division  sales  manager. 

Lewis  Larsen,  general  manager  of  the 
Lloyd  Manufacturing  Co.,  a unit  of  Hey- 
wood-Wakefield, was  host  at  the  meeting 
while  the  local  committee  in  charge  of 
arrangements  included  E.  J.  Perry,  chair- 
man; A.  M.  Hoffman,  S.  Magnusen,  Fred 
DuBrucq,  L.  F.  Meissner,  C.  A.  Welliver, 
P.  M.  Nelson,  C.  H.  Lemke  and  J.  F.  Har- 
rington. 


Hotels  Give  In 

Chicago — Chicago  hotels,  after  more 
than  a year’s  holdout  against  the  major 
networks’  demand  of  $100  a week  line 
charges  to  air  popular  orchestras,  playing 
in  the  hotel  night  spots,  have  finally  ca- 
pitulated. Nearly  all  of  the  hotels  again 
are  back  on  the  air. 


Sid  Rose  Promoted 

Chicago — Sid  Rose,  Warner  city  sales- 
man here,  has  been  promoted  to  become 
branch  manager  of  the  Warner  exchange 
in  Omaha.  He  takes  over  his  new  duties 
on  Monday.  His  family  will  remain  here 
for  a short  time  and  will  join  Rose  later. 


J^R.  AND  MRS.  HENRY  GOLDSON  of 
the  Plaza  Theatre,  and  daughter,  and 
Mrs.  Nate  Joseph  of  the  States  Theatre, 
had  a narrow  escape  the  other  day  when 
their  car,  in  which  they  were  driving  to 
Florida  for  a vacation,  skidded  on  icy 
pavement  near  Lowell,  Ind.,  and  turned 
over.  The  car  was  demolished,  but  the 
Goldsons  and  Mrs.  Joseph  were  only 
shaken  up. 

Saul  Goldman  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises is  telling  everyone  these  days 
about  the  many  first  runs  his  picture, 
“Bronze  Buckaroo,”  has  been  garnering 
in  the  eastern  cities. 

Herb  Chatkin  is  now  connected  with 
Hank  Porter  and  Jack  Katz  at  Photoplay 
Advertising  . . . Jack  Friedman,  formerly 
with  Gaumont-British,  is  now  handling 
sales  for  Abe  Teitel. 

Freddie  Mindlin  is  now  connected  with 
Program  Press,  doing  layouts  besides  sell- 
ing . . . Following  the  Littlefield  Ballet 
into  the  Chicago  Theatre  as  vaude  attrac- 
tions, ivill  be  Roger  Pryor  and  his  wife, 
Ann  Sothern,  on  March  3,  and  Harriet 
Hoctor  on  March  10. 

Mannie  Stutz  of  the  Sonotone  is  vaca- 
tioning in  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  . . . There 
are  still  plenty  of  snifflers  suffering  from 
minor  flu  and  cold  attacks  in  the  ex- 
changes and  theatres. 

Several  local  houses  have  been  used  on 
Saturday  mornings  prior  to  the  primary 
electioji  iiext  Tuesday  for  political  rallies 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— card  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal 


for  aldermanic  and  mayoralty  candidates. 

Moe  Wells  has  turned  song-plugger  as 
well  as  theatre  operator.  He  is  visiting 
top-ranking  orchestra  leaders  in  all  the 
night  spots  and  having  them  play  his  two 
favorites:  “I  Forgive,  But  Can’t  Forget 

You”  and  “Just  a Heartache.” 

Jane  Sullivan,  Marshall-Field  salesgirl, 
was  selected  Chicago’s  glamor  queen,  in  a 
tieup  between  the  Apollo  and  the  Chicago 
Herald  & Examiner  for  “Pygmalion.”  Miss 
Sullivan  is  appearing  at  the  Apollo  as  one 
award  for  winning.  She  also  gets  a free 
trip  to  Hollywood  and  a visit  at  the  M-G- 
M studios. 

RKO’s  “Gimga  Din”  held  up  so  well 
for  its  third  week  that  it  is  being  held 
a fourth  stanza  at  the  Palace  Theatre  . . . 
Johnny  Mednikow  of  Trailer-Made  was 
in  New  York  this  week. 

Harry  Levinson,  RKO  booker,  is  re- 
cuperating at  Passavant  Hospital,  where 
he  has  been  confined  due  to  a stomach  dis- 
order. 

Constance  Talmadge,  star  of  the  silent 
days,  is  expected  to  embark  on  her  fourth 
matrimoniai  venture  shortly  with  Chicago 
Broker  Walter  Giblin  . . . A.  D.  Lasker, 
Chicago  millionaire  advertising  head  of 
Lord  & Thomas,  and  his  bride  of  four 
months,  Doris  Kenyon,  silent  screen  star, 
have  announced  plans  for  a divorce. 

Several  thousand  persons  attended  the 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


THEATRE  MANAGERS 

Save  Time  and  Money.  Use  our  lobby 
Advertising  rental  plan.  All  posters 
from  one  source — 50%  saving — one 
weekly  invoice.  NO  CONTRACTS. 

All  posters,  complete  silk  screen  processed 
banners  and  Hollywood  transparencies. 

Majority  of  our  accounts  with  us  at 
least  10  years.  Record  speaks  for  itself. 

PHOTOPLAY  ADVERTISING  COMPANY 

1243  S.  Wabash  Ave.  331 1-A  Olive  St. 

Chicago  St.  Louis 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

- - A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

CHICAGO 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 
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lATSE  Hearing  Is 
Set  for  Feb.  23 

St.  Louis — Hearing  of  the  suit  filed  by 
19  members  of  Local  Union  No.  143  of  the 
MPMO,  lATSE  affiliate,  for  an  injunction 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a receiver  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  organization 
until  such  time  as  new  officers  can  be 
elected  was  scheduled  before  Circuit  Judge 
Ernest  F.  Oakley  for  Thursday. 

The  action  which  is  directed  against 
George  E.  Browne,  president  of  the  lAT- 
SE; John  P.  Nick,  vice-president,  and 
Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  agent  for  Local 
No.  143,  which  it  is  charged  is  dominated 
by  Nick,  came  up  for  hearing  before  Judge 
Oakley  last  Thursday. 

Paul  Dillon,  counsel  for  Nick,  informed 
the  court  that  his  client,  who  is  ill  of 
arthritis,  was  “more  than  a thousand 
miles  away.”  He  said  that  Mrs.  Nick 
had  told  him  her  husband  would  be  un- 
able to  leave  his  bed  for  a week. 

A motion  seeking  leave  to  intervene  in 
the  suit  in  support  of  Browne,  Nick  and 
Weston  was  filed  by  103  members  of  Local 
No.  143.  The  motion  to  intervene  was  al- 
lowed by  Judge  Oakley. 

During  the  brief  session,  Robert  A. 
Roessel,  attorney  for  the  19  plaintiffs, 
charged  that  efforts  had  been  made  to 
intimidate  several  of  the  plaintiffs  after 
they  had  filed  the  suit  on  January  26. 
He  told  Judge  Oakley  that  several  of  his 
clients  were  persuaded  to  go  to  the  union 
headquarters  “through  various  means” 
and  there  urged  to  withdraw  from  the 
court  action. 

“Various  forms  of  intimidation  have 
been  practiced,”  Roessel  declared.  This 
statement  was  hotly  disputed  by  Attorney 
Dillon. 

It  is  reported  around  the  federal  build- 
ing that  an  investigation  of  Nick’s  fed- 
eral income  tax  returns  is  being  conducted 
by  internal  revenue  inspectors. 

These  agents  have  declined  to  discuss 
the  investigation.  U.  S.  District  Attorney 
Harry  C.  Blanton  also  has  refused  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter.  However,  it  is  reported 
the  probe  extends  back  for  a number  of 
years. 

The  intervening  petition  filed  in  Judge 
Oakley’s  court  said  that  the  interveners 
had  “no  knowledge  of  the  defendants’ 
conspiring  to  deprive  the  plaintiffs  (the 
19  complaining  union  members)  of  any 
of  their  rights,”  and  set  forth  they  had 
adequate  means  of  remedying  the  alleged 
wrongs  within  the  union. 

Pirtle  Ready  to  Contract 
For  Beardstown  Revamp 

Beardstown,  III. — S.  E.  Pirtle  of  Jer- 
seyville,  111.,  will  award  contracts  soon  for 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  to 
his  Princess  Theatre  here.  Plans  for  the 
work  were  prepared  by  O.  W.  Steigemeyer, 
St.  Louis.  Bids  were  received  from  con- 
tractors a few  days  ago.  The  proposed 
work  is  to  include  moving  the  proscenium 
back  to  allow  for  additional  seats,  plas- 
tering, painting  and  a new  ticket  booth. 


To  Chicago  for  a 
Stage  Coach 

Chicago — The  "vanishing  west"  is 
just  that  to  Art  Catlin,  UA  exploiteer, 
who  has  been  here  working  on  "Stage- 
coach," now  at  the  Roosevelt  Theatre. 

Art  tried  for  four  days,  making  over  100 
calls  to  historical  societies,  old-timers 
and  others,  trying  to  get  an  old-fash- 
ioned stage  coach  to  exploit  the  pic- 
ture. And  as  we  go  to  press.  Art  still 
is  looking. 

Fanchon-Marco  and 
Musicians  Agree 

St.  Louis — Local  musicians  will  be  em- 
ployed as  a stand-by  group  for  each  en- 
gagement of  outside  bands  at  the  Pox,  St. 
Louis  and  Ambassador  theatres  of  the 
Fanchon  & Marco  circuit,  according  to 
Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  vice-president  of  the 
theatre  operating  company. 

While  describing  the  musicians’  union 
attitude  as  “unfair  and  short-sighted,”  Ar- 
thur agreed  to  a minimum  guarantee  to 
local  musicians  of  12  weeks  per  year. 

The  deal  calls  for  a spot-booking  ar- 
rangement whenever  name  bands  or  per- 
sonalities may  be  available,  and  culmi- 
nates months  of  negotiations  between  the 
chain  and  the  local  union. 

Newspaper  Sees  Radio 
As  Film  Competitor 

Alton,  III. — The  Alton  Telegram,  agree- 
ing with  the  recent  trend  of  divorcing  film 
stars  from  radio  work,  commented  thusly, 
editorially: 

RADIO  AND  MOVIES 

“One  motion  picture  producer  has  recog- 
nized a growing  problem  by  barring  the 
appearance  on  radio  programs  of  one  of 
his  high-priced  stars.  Other  movie  mag 
nates  either  are  non-committal  or  profess 
not  to  see  any  danger  to  their  business  in 
the  rivalry  of  radio;  but  the  problem  ap- 
pears a serious  one,  particularly  at  a time 
when  the  motion  picture  industry  is  won- 
dering what  keeps  patrons  away  from  tl:e 
movies  in  such  large  numbers. 

“The  radio  program  at  home  appears  to 
be  the  greatest  rival  of  the  movies.  Sup- 
pose, in  weather  like  we’ve  been  having, 
you’re  at  home,  and  outside  the  wind 
whistles  as  snow  falls;  you  want  to  see 
your  favorite  movie  actor  at  a downtown 
theatre,  and  you  think  of  the  dangerous 
driving;  and  you  recall  that  the  movie  star 
is  on  the  radio  that  night.  So,  you  re- 
main in  youi’  warm  home,  hear  your  favor- 
ite, and  the  theatre  loses  your  admission 
price. 

“Of  course,  it’s  a fine  system  for  the 
movie  stars,  whose  already  fabulous  in- 
comes are  further  enhanced.  But  it  looks 
as  though  the  movie  magnates  are  loaning 
their  stars  to  programs  that  keep  patrons 
from  patronizing  the  products  of  the  movi  j 
magnates.” 


Five  Witnesses  in 
Probe  of  "Fnnd" 


St.  Louis — Five  witnesses  appeared  at 
the  opening  session  before  the  grand  jury 
here  which  is  investigating  what  happened 
to  a $7,000  “defense  fund”  raised  by  sev- 
eral local  theatre  operators  in  1937  at  the 
time  the  annual  wage  agreement  with  the 
projectionists’  union  was  up  for  consider- 
ation. 

The  initial  witnesses  included  four  mem- 
bers of  the  “fund”  negotiating  committee 
for  the  theatre  operators:  Clarence  Kai- 
mann,  owner  of  a string  of  neighborhood 
houses  in  North  St.  Louis;  Tommy  James, 
New  Strand  and  Douglas  theatres;  Anas- 
tacias  Pappas,  Webster  Theatre,  and  Wal- 
ter Thimmig,  of  the  McNair. 

The  fifth  witness  was  Otto  Heinecke, 
cashier  and  vice-president  of  the  Jeffer- 
son-Gravois  Bank,  who  carried  bank  rec- 
ords into  the  grand  jury  room  with  him. 

Assistant  Att.-Gen.  J.  E.  Taylor  is  di- 
recting the  investigation  and  presenting 
the  testimony  to  the  grand  jury.  Circuit 
Attorney  Franklin  L.  Miller  and  Assistant 
Circuit  Attorney  Herman  Olian,  who  is 
usually  in  charge  of  grand  jury  cases,  also 
are  attending  the  grand  jury  sessions. 

On  January  13,  a prior  grand  jury  voted 
an  indictment  charging  John  P.  Nick,  vice- 
president  of  the  lATSE,  and  Edward  M. 
(Putty  Nose)  Brady,  a member  of  the  Mis- 
souri house  of  representatives,  with  ex- 
tortion, following  an  investigation  into 
$10,000  said  to  have  been  paid  to  Brady 
by  the  theatre  owners  in  1936  when  the 
wage  scale  and  working  agreement  for 
that  year  was  being  considered. 

Denials  of  appropriation  by  them  of  any 
funds  of  the  Motion  Picture  Operators 
Union,  Local  No.  143,  were  made  on  Feb- 
ruary 17  by  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston, 
business  agent  for  the  union,  in  answers 
filed  in  the  circuit  court  to  a suit  filed 
against  them  and  the  lATSE  president, 
George  E.  Browne,  by  19  members  of  the 
union. 

Nick  and  Weston  pointed  out  they  had 
controlled  the  union  since  1936  when  a 
state  of  emergency  was  declared  to  exist 
and  that  they  conducted  its  affairs  “hon- 
estly, fairly  and  efficiently.”  They  denied 
having  conducted  the  local  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  cause  it  “to  become  in  general 
public  disrepute  and  disfavor.”  They  fur- 
ther denied  they  had  refused  the  plaintiffs 
any  of  their  legal  rights  in  the  union. 

The  suit  is  set  for  trial  before  Judge 
Ernest  F.  Oakley  on  Thursday,  February 
23,  having  been  continued  to  that  date 
because  of  the  illness  of  Nick. 


Pridmore  Architect  of 
New  Oak  Park  House 

Chicago — J.  E.  O.  Pridmore  is  the  archi- 
tect for  a 1,000-seat  house  being  built  in 
Oak  Park  by  a group  of  business  men 
there.  While  it  has  been  announced  a 
local  circuit  is  to  operate  the  house,  it  is 
understood  there  are  still  several  deals  in 
the  fire  with  none  consummated. 
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Publicizing  Program 
Takes  a Long  View 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — There  are  many  types  of  ex- 
ploitation and  press-agentry  that  have 
been  seen  by  the  industry.  Alas,  most  of 
them  have  been  of  the  spot-variety,  in- 
tended to  plug  a single  production  for  a 
single  playdate;  once  finished,  soon  for- 
gotten. 

Such  was  not  the  campaign  planned  by 
William  Hollander,  B&K  director  of  pub- 
licity, on  “Pygmalion,”  which  had  its  mid- 
west premiere  Saturday,  February  11  at 
the  Apollo  Theatre  on  Chicago’s  Randolph 
Street. 

B&K  executives  have  realized  for  some 
months  now  that  the  English  have  been 
“wised-up”  to  American  film  tastes  and 
have  gradually  become  more  and  more 
adept  at  giving  our  film  patrons  what  they 
want  in  celluloid  entertainment.  So,  in- 
stead of  selling  merely  M-G-M’s  “Pyg- 
malion,” Hollander  planned  all  he  could 
to  sell  English  product  in  general. 

And  one  of  his  chief  aides,  Edwin  Levin, 
took  up  the  burden  in  earnest  in  preparing 
newspaper  stories  along  those  lines. 

One  so  well  presented  the  inroads  Den- 
ham and  other  English  studios  have  made 
that  the  Chicago  Times  used  it  as  a Sun- 
day magazine  page  feature — and  what  is 
more,  gave  Levin  a by-line  on  it. 

Titled  “The  British  Are  Coming,”  the 
story  told  of  the  high  calibre  of  not  only 
“Pygmalion,”  but  also  “The  Beachcomber,” 
which  is  to  follow  shortly  “Pygmalion,” 
into  the  Apollo;  “The  Lady  Vanishes,” 
which  was  current  at  the  B&K  Garrick, 
also  in  the  loop ; and  other  English  product 
in  general. 

It  began  by  terming  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
who  startled  Hollywood  several  months 
ago  by  saying  English  product  was  better, 
a prophet. 

Names  the  Formula 

“.  . . English  studios  have  stolen  a march 
on  American  films,”  reads  Levin’s  article. 
“And  their  success  formula  is  amazingly 
simple;  Fresh  story  value,  tasteful  produc- 
tion, good  casting,  dynamic  continuity, 
likeable  personalities  mixed  with  a little 
originality.” 

After  briefly  discussing  the  three  pic- 
tures— “The  Beachcomber”  and  “Pygma- 
lion” in  particular — Levin  continued:  “.  . . 
Samuel  Goldwyn  notwithstanding,  English 
producers  are  spending  more  on  stories, 
stars  and  production  than  before. 

“An  alert  Hollywood  would  take  an  ac- 
counting of  the  newly  emerged  British 
challenge,  take  stock  of  its  deficiencies, 
welcome  the  competition  and  spur  itself 
on  to  more  original  entertainment. 

“What  of  new  star  timbre  like  sensa- 
tional Wendy  HiUer  (star  of  “Pygma- 
lion”) ? . . . Hollywood  protects  itself  by 
absorbing  competition.  But,  until  Holly- 
wood can  absorb  all  the  Shaws,  Howards, 
Laughtons,  and  Hillers,  and  beat  back  the 
new  dynamic  fire  of  English  production, 
the  American  movie  industry  remains 
within  range  of  the  British  barrage.  For 
the  movie  public,  it  can  mean  only  im- 
provement in  film  entertainment  from 
both  Hollywood  and  abroad.” 


jyjAURICE  RUBIN,  Michigan  City,  presi- 
dent of  ATOI,  who  has  been  vacation- 
ing in  Florida  for  the  past  few  weeks,  is 
now  in  Havana,  Cuba,  and  reports  good 
Yellow  Jack  fishing.  Rubin  is  expected 
back  in  Indianapolis  around  March  1. 

J.  B.  Sconce,  operator  of  the  Playhouse 
Theatre,  Edinburg,  and  Community  The- 
atre, Greenwood,  has  recently  taken  over 
the  Brownie  in  Brownsburg , Ind.,  which 
was  built  several  years  ago  and  operated 
since  by  Everett  L.  Moore. 

R.  R.  Bair,  of  the  Bair  circuit  here,  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  for  several  days 
with  the  flu.  Bair  was  recently  elected 
president  of  the  newly  formed  Republican 
Boosters  Club. 

The  Legislative  Club,  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  Indiana  state  legislators  and  their 
friends,  and  formerly  known  as  the  Horses 
Club,  held  a get-together  at  the  local 
Variety  quarters.  A buffet  supper,  floor 
show  and  dancing  were  among  the  eve- 
ning’s entertainment.  A similar  affair  was 
held  last  year  at  the  club. 

Sam  W.  Neall,  manager  of  the  Isis,  Fox, 
Indiana  and  Sipe  Theatres,  Kokomo,  has 
been  married  to  Miss  Lena  Estelle  Knarr, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Knarr. 
Neall  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Ida  M.  Neall, 
Indianapolis.  The  couple  sailed  Wednes- 
day on  the  S.S.  Rotterdam  from  New  Or- 
leans for  a cruise  to  South  America  and 
through  the  West  Indies  and  will  be  at 
home  after  April  1 in  Kokomo.  Mr.  Neall 
has  been  an  exhibitor  in  Indiana  for  a 
good  many  years  and  is  a member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  ATOI. 

Ben  Hopkins,  manager  of  Ger-Bar,  Inc., 
here,  is  confined  to  his  home  because  of 
illness  . . . Don  R.  Rossiter,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  ATOI,  is  another  who  is 
confined  at  home,  ill  . . . Perc  Barr,  dis- 
trict manager  of  National  Screen  Service, 
Chicago,  was  in  Indianapolis. 

A program  dedicated  to  Indiana  Uni- 
versity, featuring  the  music  and  life  of 
Hoagy  Carmichael,  Hoosier  composer  and 
Indiana  University  graduate,  will  be  broad- 
cast by  Purdue  University  radio  station 
WBAA  on  Saturday. 

The  Sanders  Theatre  has  installed  new 
lamps  and  rectifiers. 

John  Servaas,  head  of  the  Exhibitors 
exchange,  is  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . 
Edward  Golden,  United  Artist  salesman, 
is  confined  in  a hospital  with  influenza 
. . . Roy  Churchill,  RKO  manager,  has 
been  away  from  his  desk  for  several  days 
suffering  from  a severe  cold. 

Audrey  Karsnak  of  the  Universal  office 
staff  was  married  February  11  to  Samuel 
Ashby. 


To  Original  Title 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  changed 
“The  Gambler  and  the  Lady”  to  its  origi- 
nal title,  “The  Lady’s  Prom  Kentucky.” 


Copgright  Tax  Is 
Hit  in  Illinois 

Springfield,  III. — A bill  against  the  col- 
lection of  copyright  taxes  from  theatres 
and  other  places  of  amusement  in  Illinois 
has  been  dropped  into  the  legislative  hop- 
per by  Rep.  Robert  Woodward  of  South 
Chicago. 

The  bill  carries  a provision  that  violation 
of  its  terms  would  be  punishable  by  im- 
prisonment, a fine  or  both. 


Neon  Executive  Charges 
Coercion  in  St,  Louis 

St.  Louis — Several  large  neon  sign  com- 
panies here  have  tried  to  “run  the  little 
fellows  up  an  alley”  and  put  them  out  of 
business,  G.  A.  Levy,  president  of  a sign 
company  bearing  his  name,  charged  in 
giving  a deposition  before  former  Circuit 
Judge  Max  G.  Baron.  . 

He  was  being  questioned  by  counsel  for 
defendants  in  the  Levy  firm’s  $50,000 
damage  suit  against  the  business  agents 
of  four  union  labor  organizations  and 
electrical  contracting  company.  In  the 
suit  the  Levy  company  charged  the  de- 
fendants forced  it  to  suspend  business. 


Chicago  Warner  Club  Will 
Mark  Tenth  Anniversary 

Chicago — The  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Warner  Club  will  be  ob- 
served by  local  club  members  with  a din- 
ner-dance to  be  held  Wednesday  evening, 
March  22,  in  the  Gold  Coast  Room  of  the 
Drake  Hotel.  Music  for  dancing  will  be 
furnished  by  Wayne  King  and  his  orches- 
tra, currently  at  the  Drake. 

'Tickets  for  non-members  are  $2.50  per 
person.  Herb  Wheeler  is  president  of  the 
Chicago  Warner  Club  and  Charles  Ryan 
is  entertainment  chairman. 


Shift  Racine  Personnel 
After  Ruhr  Is  Upped 

Racine,  Wis. — Naming  of  Myron  Kuhr, 
assistant  manager  at  the  Venetian  Thea- 
tre, as  manager  of  the  newly-opened  State 
Theatre,  has  caused  several  personnel 
changes  in  the  other  Warner  theatres 
here. 

Everett  Anderson  becomes  assistant  at 
the  Venetian  and  Irvin  Janot  becomes  as- 
sistant manager  at  the  Rialto,  succeeding 
Anderson.  Don  Nichols  is  manager  of  the 
Venetian  and  Harvey  Kny  of  the  Rialto. 


Collect  Over  Two  Million 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Sales  tax  collec- 
tions for  January  totaled  $2,069,141,  State 
Auditor  Forrest  Smith  has  revealed.  The 
tax  returns  were  made  by  62,572  merch- 
ants throughout  the  state.  Merchants 
deductions  for  collecting  and  handling 
the  tax  amounted  to  $57,289. 
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pox  tied  in  its  programs  here  last  week 

with  Americanism  Week.  “Wliat  a 
Privilege  It  Is  to  Be  an  American!”  was 
the  keynote  of  descriptive  advertising  copy 
surrounding  the  tieup  . . . Max  Krofta, 
manager  of  the  Abby  Theatre  here  and 
the  Capitol  in  Racine,  is  the  proud  daddy 
of  a baby  girl. 

George  Fischer,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  in  West  Allis,  was  host  to  the 
Rev.  F.  B.  Ko7iieczny , pastor  of  St.  Mary’s 
Help  of  the  Christians  parish  and  the  two 
new  Girl  Scout  Troops  of  the  church. 

The  new  400-seat  Juliar  Theatre  has 
opened  at  Baraboo.  The  house  is  being 
operated  along  with  the  A1  Ringling  Thea- 
tre, both  under  the  direction  of  C.  L.  Roser. 

John  Jolnison,  projectionist  at  the  Mer- 
Mac  Theatre,  Neio  London,  and  Miss  Dor- 
othy Secard,  cashier  at  the  Grand  Theatre 
in  the  same  city,  are  now  one. 

Oswald  Mylener  has  installed  a new  air 
conditioning  unit  in  his  Lyric  at  Peshtigo. 
He  also  plans  the  installation  of  a new 
screen. 

As  its  valentine  gift,  the  Cosmo  Theatre 
at  Merrill  admitted  one  lady  free  on  Feb- 
ruary 14  with  each  adult  admission.  It 
was  necessary  to  present  the  coupon  ap- 
pearing  in  the  theatre’s  newspaper  ad- 
vertisement to  take  advantage  of  the  offer. 

Fred  Brown,  Plymouth  exhibitor,  served 
on  a committee  which  recently  arranged 
for  the  drafting  of  a new  ordinance  regu- 
lating the  distribution  of  handbills  in  that 
city. 

E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside  Theatre  here 
has  gone  in  for  a policy  of  double  features 
arid  vaudeville  at  regular  admission  prices 
of  25  cents  and  30  cents.  The  house  has 
been  Milwaukee’s  only  consistant  vaude- 
ville theatre  in  recent  years. 


Tompkins  Took  Care  of 
His  Theatre,  Too 

Chicago — Here’s  another  instance  of  the 
mountain  coming  to  Mohammed. 

Chick  Tompkins  has  been  a busy  man- 
ager since  the  Vogue  Theatre  was  re- 
opened by  Indiana-Illinois  Theatres  after 
four  months  of  remodeling  in  East  Chi- 
cago. The  other  day  when  time  rolled 
around  for  the  bi-monthly  meeting  of  I-I 
managers.  Jack  Rose  and  Alex  Manta  de- 
cided Tompkins  couldn’t  leave  East  Chi- 
cago for  a day.  So,  all  of  the  circuit’s 
managers  convened  in  East  Chicago  that 
day.  Between  sessions.  Chick  took  care  of 
the  theatre. 


See  Baseball  Film 

Indianapolis — “One  Hundred  Years  of 
Baseball”  was  shown  at  the  Lions  Club 
luncheon  in  the  Hotel  Washington.  The 
cast  includes  25  major  league  stars  and 
the  film  included  scenes  of  games  at  Wrig- 
ley  field,  Chicago,  and  the  last  All-Star 
game  at  Cincinnati. 


Newsreel  Cameras  Shoot 
New  Chicago  Subway 

Chicago — Chicago  newsreel  cameramen 
descended  into  the  air-lock  of  the  new 
Chicago  subway  to  film  scenes  as  work 
progressed  on  the  tube.  They  were  all 
told  if  they  had  a slight  headache  to  raise 
their  hand  as  the  ten  pounds  of  pressure 
was  put  into  the  tube. 

Tony  Caputo  of  Pathe  News  got  out  of 
bed  with  flu  to  film  the  event.  But  the 
cold  got  the  best  of  him  and  he  left  the 
tube. 

Others  who  filmed  the  event  were  Or- 
lando Lippert  of  Paramount,  Jack  Bar- 
nett of  Fox  Movietone,  and  Sam  Savitt 
of  Universal  News.  With  them  was  Mayor 
Edward  Kelly. 


Was  Ass't  Manager 

Sheboygan,  Wis. — Herbert  Graefe,  man- 
ager of  the  Badger  Theatre  in  Merrill, 
formerly  was  assistant  manager  of  the 
Sheboygan  Theatre  here  instead  of  man- 
ager as  previously  reported.  Fred  Reeths 
jr.,  has  been  manager  of  the  Sheboygan 
for  Warner  here  for  the  past  eight  years. 


^HE  S’Renco  Screening  Room  has,  booked 
“Un  Carnet  de  Bal”  or  “Life  Dances  On” 
for  four  nights  opening  February  26, 
“Abused  Confidence”  for  four  nights  start- 
ing on  March  5,  and  “Dark  Rapture”  for 
March  12-16. 

A series  of  motion  picture  lectures  for 
men  and  women  on  “Business  and  Eco- 
nomic Questions”  opened  at  the  downtown 
WMCA  on  February  21.  There  is  no  charge. 

Burton  Holmes  returned  to  the  Munici- 
pal Auditorium  this  week  for  the  first  of  a 
series  of  five  travelogues.  They  will  be 
given  on  successive  Monday  nights. 

Nelson  Eddy,  screen,  radio  and  concert 
baritone,  made  his  annual  local  appear- 
ance at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  Opera 
House  Wednesday  night  to  a capacity  au- 
dience. 

The  premiere  at  Loew’s  of  Metro’s 
“Pygmalion”  was  a swanky  affair,  with 
many  luminaries  out  in  “soup  and  fish.” 
The  daily  press  had  their  camera  men 
on  hand  to  take  shots  of  the  “first-night- 
ers.” All  seats  were  reserved. 

Hobart  Bosworth,  veteran  motion  pic- 
ture star,  gave  an  address  at  a luncheon 
meeting  of  the  Optimist  Club  in  Hotel 
Statler.  He  related  some  of  his  film  ex- 
periences. 

Paul  Whiteman  and  his  company,  will 
be  presented  by  the  Variety  Club  in  the 
Club  Caprice  of  Hotel  Coronado  the  night 
of  March  4.  It  will  cost  those  desiring  to 
attend  $5,  including  the  feed. 

“Professor  Mamlock,”  Soviet  film, 
opened  a limited  run  at  the  Hollywood 
Theatre. 


Deval  to  Adapt 

Hollywood — Jacques  Deval  will  adapt 
“Balalaika”  as  a vehicle  for  Miliza  Korjus 
at  Metro. 
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(Continued  from  page  27) 

22nd  annual  dance  of  the  stagehands’ 
union  Monday  night  at  the  Aragon  Ball- 
room. Larry  Cassidy,  president,  was  chair- 
man of  the  managing  committee  for  the 
dance. 

Here  and  Away:  George  Schaefer,  a 
Chicago  visitor,  en  route  back  to  New  York 
. . . Gertrude  Niessen,  meeting  the  press 
at  a breakfast  at  the  Congress  Hotel,  be- 
tween trains  en  route  to  California  from 
London.  She  is  to  do  six  weeks  on  the 
M-G-M  Good  News  program  . . . Tony 
Martin  arriving  on  the  Santa  Fe  Super 
Chief,  en  route  east  for  the  first  of  a series, 
of  personal  appearances  with  band  . . . 
Jack  Cohn,  Columbia  vice-president,  on  the 
same  train. 

Warner  Beverly  Theatre  bowling  team 
will  leave  Thursday,  March  2,  for  Cleveland 
to  enter  the  A.  B.  C.  tournament.  Members 
of  the  team  who  will  attend  are  Ted  Tur- 
rell.  Captain;  Harry  Graf,  Harry  Corbett, 
Tom  Jones  and  Marty  Ayers.  The  Warner 
Bowling  League  has  outfitted  the  team 
with  new  shirts. 

Jimmy  Coston  and  his  wife  and  two 
daughters  leave  this  week  for  their  an- 
nual Florida  sojourn  . . . Charlie  Agnew 
and  his  band,  who  have  completed  a sea- 
son’s engagement  at  the  Merry  Garden 
Ballroom,  were  featured  this  weekend  on 
the  stage  of  the  Warner-Stratford  Theatre 
. . . United  Artists  held  a trade  screening 
for  “Stagecoach”  Wednesday  at  Igel’s 
Screening  Room. 

You’ll  notice  Paramount’s  bowling  team 
isn’t  doing  so  hot  this  season  in  the  film 
bowling  league.  Take  Herman  Busch’s  word 
for  it,  “it’s  because  I ain’t  playing  this 
year.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nate  Gumbiner  have  an- 
nounced the  forthcoming  marriage  of  their 
daughter,  Ruth,  to  Lawrence  Coyne.  The 
wedding  will  take  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents. 

Jack  Kirsch  of  Allied  spoke  on  “The 
Value  of  Motion  Picture  Theatre  to  the 
Community”  at  the  weekly  luncheon  of 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Gary  Tuesday. 


Ask  Two-Year  Renewal  of 
Missouri's  Sales  Tax 

Jefferson  City — Re-enactment  of  the 
two  per  cent  sales  tax  for  another  two 
years  has  been  recommended  by  the  house 
ways  and  means  subcommittee.  There  will 
be  no  substantial  changes  in  the  existing 
law,  which  will  be  extended  to  Dec.  31, 
1941. 

The  subcommittee  ignored  requests  of  St. 
Louis  and  Kansas  City  that  the  law  be 
amended  to  permit  those  municipalities  to 
enact  their  own  sales  tax  ordinances  to 
raise  funds  for  unemployment  relief. 


New  Hardy  Addition 

Hollywood — John  King,  singing  protege 
of  Ben  Bernie,  joins  the  Hardy  family  at 
Metro  in  “The  Hardys  Ride  High.” 
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Unite  to  Win 


St.  Louis — A sure  way  to  win  the  “bank” 
on  a Bank  Night  at  your  favorite  motion 
picture  theatre  came  to  light  when  Chief 
of  Police  A.  S.  Holtgrame  of  Breese,  111., 
arrested  William  Baker,  36,  of  Venice,  111., 
on  a charge  of  alleged  fraud. 

It  was  charged  that  he  had  won  $80  on 
Bank  Night  at  the  Grand  Theatre  in 
Breese,  111.,  a few  weeks  ago  through  the 
use  of  a forged  number. 

According  to  Chief  of  Police  Holtgrave, 
Baker  and  two  confederates  would  be  pres- 
ent on  the  night  when  the  award  was 
made  at  the  theatre.  Then  when  a call 
was  made  for  a volunteer  to  select  the 
winning  number,  one  of  the  three  would 
offer  his  services.  With  a “palmed”  niun- 
ber,  the  duplicate  of  which  would  be  held 
by  one  of  the  confederates,  this  number 
would  be  pulled  out  of  the  drum.  Chief 
Holtgrave  said  the  trick  “won”  the  $80 
in  a period  of  three  weeks. 

The  chief  also  announced  that  Joseph 
Brand  of  Venice  had  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
fraud  charge  and  was  fined  $50  and  costs 
while  Guy  Simpson,  also  of  Venice,  also 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  $60  and  costs. 

On  February  15  Baker  pleaded  “not 
guilty”  and  was  held  under  a $1,000  bond. 
The  Illinois  supreme  court  has  held  Bank 
Night  to  be  a lottery,  and  therefore  illegal. 
Baker  said  he  had  returned  the  $80  to  the 
theatre. 

Daughter  of  a Wisconsin 
Exhibitor  Dies  at  16 

Madison,  Wis. — Clare  McWilliams,  16, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Williams, 
died  suddenly  at  her  home  here.  McWil- 
liams, pioneer  exhibitor,  operates  two  thea- 
tres in  Portage  and  is  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin. 

Besides  her  parents.  Miss  McWilliams 
is  survived  by  five  sisters  and  three  broth- 
ers. She  was  a native  of  Madison  and  a 
sophomore  at  East  high  school  here. 


Maude  Neusel 

St.  Louis — Miss  Maude  Neusel,  widely 
known  in  local  theatrical  and  motion  pic- 
ture circles  some  30  years  ago  as  a singer 
and  dancer,  died  of  pneumonia  at  her 
home  here.  She  was  a member  of  the  Prin- 
cess Maids  that  held  the  boards  at  the 
old  Princess  Theatre,  now  the  Shubert- 
Rialto. 


Frank  Pearlman 

Chicago — Prank  Pearlman,  salesman  for 
National  Theatre  Supply  here,  died  sud- 
denly last  week.  Among  the  survivors  is 
his  brother,  Barney  Pearlman,  formerly 
manager  of  the  National  Theatre  Supply 
office  here. 


Role  for  Douglas 

Hollywood — Melvyn  Douglas  has  a lead- 
ing role  in  “A  Hundred  to  One,”  which 
went  into  production  this  week  at  Metro. 


"Hot"  Well  Along 

Hollywood — “Some  Like  It  Hot,”  with 
Gene  Krupa  and  his  orchestra,  is  well  along 
at  Paramount. 


Chicago  Houses  May  Play 
"Nazi  Captive"  Film 

Chicago — The  “on-again,  off-again” 
situation  concerning  a permit  for  “I  Was 
a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany,”  is  on  again. 
As  suddenly  as  he  decided  to  order  thea- 
tres not  to  play  it,  Lieut.  Harry  Costello, 
police  film  censor,  changed  his  mind  and 
announced  he  would  permit  any  theatres 
in  the  city  to  run  the  picture. 

All  through  the  discussions  with  Lieu- 
tenant Costello,  A1  Bezel,  who  is  distrib- 
uting the  picture  in  this  territory,  did  not 
have  the  actual  permit  for  the  film  re- 
voked. However,  a couple  theatres  that 
planned  to  run  it  were  unofficially  “ad- 
vised” against  it  at  the  time. 


Would  Give  Gold  Mikes 
To  Winners  of  Radio 

Chicago — With  the  season  for  the  aca- 
demy awards  here,  A.  D.  Scott,  NBC  pro- 
ducer here,  comes  forth  with  a suggestion 
that  radio  follow  a similar  system  of 
awards  annually. 

Scott  suggests  that,  instead  of  a statu- 
ette, radio  winners  be  given  gold  micro- 
phones. Scott’s  proposal  would  embrace 
the  three  big  radio  networks — NBC,  CBS 
and  Mutual — in  addition  to  all  of  the 
smaller  independent  chains  and  stations, 
with  a final  night  set  aside  to  select  the 
winners. 


New  York  World's  Fair 
Film  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Technicolor  motion  pic- 
tures of  the  1939  New  York  World’s  Fair 
were  shown  for  the  first  time  when  John 
D.  Lippy  jr.,  known  as  “the  highway  trav- 
eler,” illustrated  a talk  he  gave  before 
the  International  Travel  Study  Club,  Inc. 

Lippy  made  a series  of  talks  here  last 
week  on  the  fair.  He  appeared  in  schools 
and  before  various  civic  organizations 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  Greyhound 
Lines. 


New  RCA  Jobs 

Chicago — The  first  installations  of  the 
new  RCA  sound  equipments  in  this  terri- 
tory have  been  made  at  the  B&K  Uptown 
Theatre  here  and  the  Great  States’  Rialto 
in  Joliet.  Others  planned  are  for  the  Mil- 
ler, Woodstock,  111.;  Strand  and  Parkway 
theatres,  Madison,  Wis.;  and  Rex  Thea- 
tre, Park  Falls,  Wis. 


Lent  Falls  Earlier 
Than  Usual 

Chicago — Added  to  the  woes  of  local 
exhibitors  on  poor  business,  the  the- 
atremen  received  another  blow  this 
week  when  Lent  sneaked  in  earlier 
than  usual.  It  began  with  Ash  Wed- 
nesday, which  also  was  Washington's 
Birthday,  February  22. 

Holy  Week  begins  April  1,  and  the 
end  of  Lent  is  Easter  Sunday,  April  9. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  Feb.  23,  1929) 

JOSEPH  SKIRBOLL,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  World-Wide  Pictures,  was  in 
Chicago  talking  to  prospects  for  the  post 
of  local  exchange  manager.  William  Brum- 
berg’s  name  was  mentioned  most  prom- 
inently . . . Stanley  Hatch,  western  sales 
manager  for  First  National,  was  in  the 
Windy  city  exchanging  “Hellos”  with 
Gradwell  Sears,  local  manager. 

A new  bill  calling  for  the  censorship  of 
motion  pictures  has  been  introduced  in 
Indiana  by  Rep.  Charles  Y.  Foster  of 
Carmel  . . . Charles  Milmar  has  succeeded 
E.  Earle  Stevens  as  manager  of  the  Sipe 
and  Indiana  theatres  in  Kokomo,  Ind.  . . . 
Due  to  defective  electric  wiring,  the  Lyric 
in  Carlisle,  Ind.,  was  slightly  damaged  by 
fire. 

An  extensive  modernization  program  for 
the  Strand  in  Kendallville,  Ind.,  has  been 
announced  by  R.  L.  Hudson,  owner  . . . 
H.  A.  Kessler  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
has  taken  over  the  Isis  Theatre,  Roseville, 
111.,  from  Ray  Pfetcher  . . . Guy  Lombardo 
and  his  orchestra  were  at  the  Chicago  in 
Chicago  . . . Kenneth  Bond,  brother  of 
Clayton  of  the  Coston  circuit,  has  joined 
Pacent  Reproducers  in  Des  Moines,  la. 

Two  Charity  Affairs  by 
Variety  in  St,  Louis 

St.  Louis — Paul  Whiteman  and  his  band 
and  Joan  Edwards  and  eight  acts  of  vaude- 
ville have  been  booked  for  a special  show 
March  4 at  the  Fox  Theatre.  The  pro- 
gram will  include  a preview  of  a new 
picture. 

The  show  is  being  sponsored  by  the  local 
Variety  Club  and  is  intended  to  raise  funds 
for  the  relief  of  German  refugee  children. 

After  the  show,  Whiteman  will  play  at  a 
dinner-dance  at  the  Coronado  Hotel  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Variety.  The  profits 
from  that  affair  will  go  to  a local  charity 
sponsored  by  Variety. 

'Young  America'  Preview 
Is  Warmly  Applauded 

Chicago — Albert  Sindlinger,  press  rep- 
resentative for  RKO’s  “The  March  of 
Time,”  conducted  a special  private  pre- 
view showing  of  the  latest  issue,  titled, 
“Young  America.”  The  screening  at  the 
Stevens  Hotel  was  attended  by  outstand- 
ing business  and  civic  leaders. 

The  subject  contrasts  the  American  way 
of  building  the  youth  of  the  country  into 
manhood  with  the  dictators’  way.  Every- 
where the  film  has  been  enthusiastically 
received. 


"Fixer  Dugan"  Now  Title 

Hollywood — “Fixer  Dugan”  is  the  title 
for  RKO’s  comedy  previously  called 
“What’s  a Fixer  For?”  featuring  Lee  Tracy. 
Cliff  Reid  produced  and  Lew  Landers  di- 
rected. 


Story  Purchase  by  RKO 

Hollywood — Motion  picture  rights  to 
“The  Story  of  Old  Man  Hod”  have  been 
bought  by  RKO.  It  will  be  prepared  for 
the  screen  by  Dalton  Trumbo. 
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FOUmflllOII  BUliEllll 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 


MT552 
MT553 
MT554 
MT555 
MT556 
MT557 
MT558 
MT559 
MTS  60 
MT561 
MT562 
MT563 
MT564 


MT522 
MT523 
MT524 
MT525 
MT526 
MT527 
MT528 
MT529 
MT530 
MT531 
MT532 
MT533 
MT534 
MT535 
MT536 
MT537 
MT538 
MTS  3 9 
MT540 
MT541 
MTS  4 2 
MT543 
MTS44 
MTS4S 


Seating  service 
Theatre  chairs 
Chair  covers 


Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MTS69 
MT570 
MTS71 
MT572 
MTS73 
MT574 
MT575 
MT576 
MT577 
MT578 
MTS79 
MT58  0 
MT581 
MTS  8 2 
MT583 
MT584 
MT585 
MTS86 
MT587 
MTS88 
MTS89 


MTSSO  Fixtures,  lighting 
MTSSl  Colored  lamps 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MTG64  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III,  2-25-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTI588  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Warner  Cuts  List; 
Plans  36  "A's" 


New  York — Warner  Bros,  is  cutting 
from  52  to  48  features  for  next  season, 
with  36  “A”  fUms  planned,  of  which  the 
company  says  24  will  be  in  the  top  bracket 
classification.  Details  are  to  be  divulged 
at  the  sales  convention  in  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  here  March  13  and  14  with  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  Vitagraph  president,  presid- 
ing. 

Production  plans  for  the  new  season  al- 
ready are  completed,  as  are  sales  and 
merchandising  plans,  while  the  schedule 
for  the  current  season  is  80  per  cent  ful- 
filled. 

The  company  goes  on  record  with  the 
belief  that  gradual  elimination  of  duals  is 
“inevitable”  and  “desirable,”  and  sees  this 
hastened  by  the  production  of  short  sub- 
jects from  two  to  four  reels  along  the  lines 
of  its  current  historical  series.  It  points 
to  the  production  effort  on  these,  and 
cites  as  an  example  “Sons  of  Liberty,” 
with  Claude  Rains  in  the  lead  and  Michael 
Curtiz  directing.  Warner  maintains  the 
production  budgets  for  these  shorts  will 
match  the  average  “B”  feature. 

The  statement  further  says  that  “War- 
ner Bros,  believes  in  courageous  and  inde- 
pendent action.  It  has  given  sympathy 
and  active  encouragement  to  the  trade 
practice  conferences. 


Paramount  May  Borrow  to 
Retire  6%  Debentures 

New  York — Paramount  is  “considering” 
borrowing  $4,300,000  to  retire  that  amount 
in  outstanding  six  per  cent  debentures, 
Stanton  Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  declared  following  a meeting 
Thursday.  If  the  plan  is  consummated, 
the  money  will  be  borrowed  from  banks  at 
three  per  cent,  Griffis  said,  thus  enabling 
the  company  to  save  approximately  $300,- 
000  in  interest. 

By  retiring  $5,000,000  of  the  present  is- 
sue of  six  per  cent  debentures,  which  was 
paid  off  this  week  from  the  company’s 
cash  reserve.  Paramount  saves  $300,000 
anually  in  interest  charges. 

Griffis  declared  no  retirement  plan  is 
being  considered  for  the  $11,000,000  in 
three  and  one  quarter  per  cent  bonds  on 
the  stock  exchange,  which  are  not  due 
until  1947. 


Warner  Seen  Arranging 
Bank  Loan  on  Financing 

New  York — With  all  but  $10,200,000  of 
a total  of  $29,400,000  of  outstanding  six  per 
cent  debentures  having  been  deposited  for 
exchange  of  six  per  cent  debentures  due 
in  1948,  Warner  is  reported  in  financial 
circles  as  having  arranged  for  bank  loans 
for  purchase  of  the  necessary  undeposited 
bonds. 

In  order  for  the  exchange  plan  to  become 
operative,  75  per  cent  of  the  issue  must  be 
deposited  by  March  15.  The  issue  becomes 
due  September  1. 


These  Answers 
Win  the  Quiz 

New  York — Anyone  with  one  of  those 
Movie  Quiz  booklets  still  around  can 
figure  out  how  clever  he  is  now.  For 
what  follows  is  the  official  list  of  the  cor- 
rect answers  to  the  94  pictures  eligible  in 
the  industry  drive.  And,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  appeared  in  the  Movie  Quiz 
booklet,  too. 

“Little  Miss  Broadway” — Hotel  Variety. 

“Mother  Carey’s  Chickens” — Baggage. 

“Professor  Beware” — An  Egyptian  tablet. 

“The  Chaser” — Dennis  O’Keefe. 

“Algiers” — The  mysterious  native  quar- 
ter of  Algiers. 

“Amazing  Dr.  Clitterhouse” — By  means 
of  an  acetylene  torch. 

“Barefoot  Boy” — To  live  with  Jackie 
Moran. 

“Bulldog  Drummond  in  Africa” — Inter- 
national spies. 

“Crowd  Roars” — Free. 

“Gateway” — Free. 

“I’m  From  the  City” — Oat  field. 

“Letter  of  Introduction” — An  apartment 
house  fire. 

“Keep  Smiling” — Eleanor  Powell,  De- 
anna Durbin,  Bobby  Breen. 

“Mr.  Chump” — The  triangle. 

“Painted  Desert” — Buckboard. 

“Racket  Busters” — Trucking  racket. 

“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  — Don 
Ameche. 

“Missing  Guest” — Paul  Kelly. 

“Rich  Man-Poor  Girl” — Lew  Ayres. 

“The  Texans” — Free. 

“Block-heads” — Patricia  Ellis. 

“Give  Me  a Sailor” — Free. 

“Smashing  the  Rackets” — 20  cents. 

“That  Certain  Age” — Waltz  aria  from 
“Romeo  and  Juliet.” 

“Boy  Meets  Girl” — Top  hats. 

“Breaking  the  Ice” — Chippendale. 

“Dark  Rapture” — A lioness. 

“The  Gladiator” — Because  he  has  an 
injection  of  strength  serum. 

“Marie  Antoinette” — A priest. 

“Spawn  of  the  North” — By  singing. 

“Speed  to  Burn” — Three. 

“Under  the  Big  Top” — In  the  hay  stack. 

“Carefree” — 14. 

“Four’s  a Crowd” — By  spreading  butter 
on  the  rails. 

“Freshman  Year” — Caps. 

“I  Am  the  Law” — A public  prosecutor. 

“Boys  Town” — A pawnbroker. 

“My  Lucky  Star” — Plymouth. 

“Sing  You  Sinners” — Shall  we  gather  at 
the  river? 

“Three  Loves  Has  Nancy” — To  Bob 
Montgomery’s  apartment. 

“Affairs  of  Annabel” — His  watch. 

“In  Old  Mexico” — Windy. 

“Lady  Objects” — A woman  lawyer. 

“Safety  in  Numbers” — Water. 

“Hold  That  Co-ed” — A governor. 

“Juvenile  Court” — Because  he  wants  to 
help  his  convicted  brother  win  an  appeal 
from  a murder  verdict. 

“Secrets  of  an  Actress” — Springboard. 

“Young  in  Heart” — He  gives  it  to  a 
penguin  so  he  can  light  his  cigarette. 

“Ranger  Code” — 'Three. 

(Continued  on  page  32-D) 


The  Quiz  Winners 
Are  Given  A Tip 

New  York — All  but  a handful  of  5,404 
winners  in  the  $250,000  Movie  Quiz  con- 
test who  ostensibly  were  not  to  know  their 
fate  until  announcements  were  made  from 
participating  theatres  on  the  evening  of 
February  27,  have  been  advised  in  letters 
sent  out  by  the  general  committee  that 
they  “will  receive  information  of  interest” 
if  they  notify  the  manager  of  the  theatre 
of  their  intention  “to  be  present  that 
evening.” 

The  letters,  over  the  signature  of  Harold 
B.  Franklin,  campaign  administrator,  do 
not  reveal  the  amount  of  money  winners 
will  receive.  Copies  of  each  letter  went  to 
managers  of  theatres  through  which  re- 
spective contestants,  engaged  in  the  con- 
test, with  the  notation:  “We  thought  you 
might  wish  to  get  in  touch  with  this  parti- 
cipant, so  you  may  be  assured  of  his  or  her 
presence.” 

Winners  will  receive  checks  drawn  on 
Chemical  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  of  New  York, 
February  28.  All  those  whose  awards  run 
over  $1,000  will  be  required  to  appear  at 
the  bank’s  local  branch  in  person  to  sign 
an  affidavit. 

A checkup  at  campaign  headquarters 
over  the  weekend  revealed  only  30  per  cent 
of  answers  submitted  in  the  contest  were 
correct. 


Warner  to  Save  $75,000 
In  Chain  Tax  Repeal 

Philadelphia  — The  Warner  Brothers 
chain  in  Pennsylvania  will  save  an  esti- 
mated $75,000  this  year  by  the  decision  of 
the  Dauphin  county  court  last  week  in- 
validating the  chain  store  tax. 

The  chain  was  granted  a permanent  in- 
junction against  collection  of  the  tax, 
which  was  graduated  from  $1  to  $500  on 
each  house,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
chain.  Warner  has  165  theatres  in  the 
state. 

Governor  Arthur  H.  James  said  he  will 
take  steps  to  appeal  the  ruling.  However 
the  Republican  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture mostly  opposed  the  tax  when  it  was 
passed  by  the  Democratic  majority  in  the 
last  legislature,  and  the  Republicans  now 
control  the  legislature.  So  they  may  per- 
suade the  governor  to  let  it  die. 


20th-Fox  Sales  Meeting 
At  Chicago  April  3 

New  York — The  20th-Fox  annual  sales 
convention,  originally  scheduled  for  April 
15,  has  been  moved  up  to  April  3.  It  will 
be  held  at  the  Congress  Hotel,  Chicago. 

Herman  Wobber,  general  sales  mana- 
ger, who  is  now  vacationing  in  Florida, 
leaves  for  the  coast  in  a few  days  for 
conferences  with  S.  R.  Kent,  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck  beginning 
March  16.  Wobber  plans  to  stop  over  in 
several  key  cities  on  his  westward  trip. 
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"Divorce” Repeal  Draws  Allied 
Blast  at  MPPDA  "Strategy” 


Washington — Loosing  a bitter  attack 
against  the  MPPDA  and  the  “Big  Eight” 
following  approval  by  Gov.  John  Moses 
of  North  Dakota  of  the  bill  repealing  the 
state  theatre  divorcement  law,  Abram  F. 
Myers,  general  counsel  of  Allied  States,  in 
a bulletin  to  members  of  the  association 
warned  that  the  independent  exhibitors 
never  will  be  able  to  deal  with  the  ma- 
jors with  confidence  “so  long  as  the  MPPDA 
controls  their  strategy  and  policy.” 

The  bulletin  was  a detailed  indictment 
of  the  distributors  for  the  tactics  which 
Allied  charges  they  have  resorted  to  in  an 
effort  to  tire  out  and  split  the  ranks  of 
the  independents. 

“While  Allied  leaders  were  preoccupied 
with  the  negotiations  which  it  was  hoped 
would  lead  to  a better  understanding  be- 
tween the  independent  exhibitors  and  the 
affiliated  interests,  agents  of  the  Hays 
Ass’n  and  the  major  distributors  have  been 
unusually  active  in  their  efforts  to  undo 
Allied’s  accompUshments  in  behalf  of  the 
exhibitors  and  otherwise  to  destroy  confi- 
dence,” it  was  declared. 

“The  distributors’  first  draft  of  propos- 
als, which  had  been  agreed  to  by  no  one 
and  which  contained  provisions  adverse  to 
the  exhibitors  that  had  never  been  men- 
tioned in  the  conferences,  was  sent  to  the 
department  of  justice  and  to  senators  and 
congressmen  as  constituting  an  agreement 
in  principle  between  the  Big  Eight  and  the 
exhibitor  groups,  including  Allied,”  it  was 
alleged. 

“The  deliberate  purpose  of  these  maneu- 
vers was  to  slow  up  the  prosecution  of  the 
government’s  suit  against  the  Big  Eight 


and  to  create  the  impression  that  there 
was  no  further  need  for  anti-block  book- 
ing legislation,  all  before  anyone  had  agreed 
to  anything  and  before  it  was  apparent 
that  anything  would  be  accomplished  by 
the  negotiations. 

“In  addition,  a powerful  lobby  was  or- 
ganized in  North  Dakota  and  without  ad- 
vance warning,  without  hearings  and  (so 
we  are  informed)  in  violation  of  the  rules 
calling  for  the  reading  of  proposed  legis- 
lation, a bill  to  repeal  the  North  Dakota 
theatre  divorcement  law  was  sprung  in  the 
legislature  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  and  through  some  of  the  dizziest 
manipulation  ever  witnessed  was  passed 
by  both  houses  before  friends  of  the  di- 
vorcement law  could  rally  to  its  defense. 

“The  speaker  of  the  house  declared  the 
performance  was  ‘very  queer.’  A number 
of  legislators  said  they  did  not  understand 
the  situation  else  they  never  would  have 
voted  as  they  did.  Pleas  were  made  to  the 
governor  by  independent  exhibitors,  inde- 
pendent oil  marketers  and  others  to  veto 
the  repealer.  But  the  governor,  already 
facing  serious  political  difficulties,  evi- 
dently felt  that  he  could  get  more  help 
in  his  trouble  from  the  motion  picture 
trust  than  from  the  independents.  He 
signed  the  bill  February  20. 

“Of  course,”  the  bulletin  continued,  “the 
ten  Paramount  theatres  in  North  Dakota 
affected  by  the  divorcement  law  were  of 
little  importance  in  themselves.  However, 
the  law  had  been  upheld  by  a three-judge 
federal  court  and,  Paramount  having  ap- 
pealed, it  was  hoped  a decision  by  the 
supreme  court  could  be  had  at  the  present 


It  Must  Be  By 
Reisman 

New  York — RKO's  26  foreign  branches 
are  expected  to  play  no  small  port  in 
the  George  J.  Schaefer  18-week,  world- 
wide billings  drive.  Of  course,  a lit- 
tle pep  talk  never  harms,  so  the  home 
office  has  issued  a special  drive  bulle- 
tin aimed  at  the  “Foreign  Legion," 
with  a "winning  formula"  by-lined  by 
Schaefer. 

Now,  the  question  of  preparing  copy 
in  so  many  native  tongues  was  some- 
thing to  be  considered.  Apparently,  a 
compromise  was  struck.  Because  the 
pep  messages  have  been  set  forth  in 
but  three  foreign  tongues,  aside  from 
English,  which  run  like  this: 

"A  PASO  DE  VENCEDORES!  Por 
Phil  Reisman. 

"A  NOUS  LA  VICTOIRE!  Por  Phil 
Reisman. 

"AVANTEl  Por  Phil  Reisman." 


term.  The  record  had  just  been  printed 
and  the  case  was  tentatively  scheduled  for 
the  week  of  March  27. 

‘“The  effect  of  the  repeal  is  to  render 
the  case  moot  and  thus  to  divest  the  su- 
preme court  of  jurisdiction  over  the  appeal. 

“While  Big  Eight  spokesmen  have  done 
a great  deal  of  bragging  as  to  what  the 
supreme  court  would  do  to  the  law,  the 
fact  is  they  knew  the  law  would  be  sus- 
tained; and  the  only  explanation  of  their 
surreptitious  and  feverish  efforts  to  have 
the  law  repealed  is  that  they  did  not  want 
the  supreme  court  to  consider  divorcement 
legislation  in  the  light  of  the  record  built 
up  by  Allied  counsel  and  Allied  witnesses 
in  the  North  Dakota  case.  Thus  we  come 
to  the  end  of  the  North  Dakota  adventure 
with  the  Big  Eight  in  ignominious  retreat 
from  the  judgment  of  the  highest  court 
of  the  land. 

“It  presents  the  unhappy  spectacle  of  an 
industry  which  has  prospered  and  grown 
great  under  the  free  institutions  of  Ameri- 
ca but  which  is  reluctant  to  entrust  its 
interests  to  any  tribunal,  the  decision  of 
which  cannot  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions other  than  the  law  and  the  facts. 

“The  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  recent 
experiences  is  that  the  situation  of  the 
independent  exhibitors  will  never  be  se- 
cure, they  can  never  deal  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Big  Eight  with  confi- 
dence, so  long  as  the  master  minds  of  the 
Hays  Ass’n  control  Big  Eight  strategy  and 
policy.  At  the  outset  of  the  recent  indus- 
try negotiations.  Allied  leaders  were  told 
that  certain  persons  in  whom  they  pro- 
fessed lack  of  confidence  would  have  no 
connection  with  the  undertaking.  This 
was  as  much  a pipe  dream  as  the  assur- 
ances freely  given  that  the  Big  Eight  were 
prepared  to  ‘give  until  it  hurts.’  ” 


Cagney  Paid  Highest  of 
Warner  Stars  in  1938 

Washington — James  Cagney  tops  War- 
ner stars  in  earnings  for  1938  with  a salary 
of  $234,000,  it  is  disclosed  in  the  com- 
pany’s annual  report  to  the  SEC.  Kay 
Francis  is  second  on  the  payroll  with  $224,- 
000,  compared  with  $209,100  in  1937. 


At  a Party  in  Glasgow — 

There,  Adolph  Zukor  meets  some  of  the  Scottish  exhibitor  fraternity . Front 
row,  left  to  right:  John  W.  Hicks  jr..  Paramount’s  foreign  sales  manager, 
the  Lord  Provost,  Zukor  and  David  E.  Rose,  in  charge  of  Paramount  produc- 
tion in  England.  Back  row:  C.  G.  Dickinson,  Alex  King,  Jaek  Hamson,  Mrs. 
Hamson,  Earl  St.  John,  Mrs.  A.  Levy,  Mrs.  Charles  Young  and  Young, 
manager  of  the  Paramount  Theatre,  Glasgow. 
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Warner  May  Double 
British  Budget 

New  York — Warner  probably  will  dou- 
ble its  British  production  budget  for  1939- 
40,  reports  Jerome  Jackson,  production 
executive  at  the  Warner  Teddington  stu- 
dios in  England,  who  arrived  on  the  II  de 
France.  The  company,  he  estimates,  is 
spending  approximately  $2,500,000  during 
the  current  season. 

Jackson  is  here  for  home  office  confer- 
ences with  Sam  E.  Morris,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  distribution.  Tenta- 
tive plans,  he  says,  call  for  13-15  pic- 
tures. The  present  schedule  lists  11  quota 
films. 

Among  the  matters  to  be  decided  are 
which  pictures  will  be  suitable  for  the 
American  market  and  what  Hollywood 
talent  will  be  available  for  those  produc- 
tions, Jackson  states. 

Before  he  left,  Jackson  informs,  he 
purchased  the  rights  to  Margaret  Ken- 
nedy’s novel,  “The  Midas  Touch.”  The 
studio  has  also  secured  A.  P.  Herbert’s 
“Holy  Wedlock.”  Other  properties  are  the 
story  of  the  Reuters  News  Service  and  the 
history  of  the  Cunard  line  which,  he 
points  out,  will  be  among  the  triple-quota 
pictures. 

Jackson  expects  to  remain  here  about  a 
month  and  return  in  time  to  be  on  hand 
for  the  start  of  the  new  season’s  produc- 
tion, April  1. 


Amalgamated  Reportedly 
To  Storage  Airplanes 

London — The  Amalgamated  studios,  un- 
til recently  operated  by  the  group  con- 
sisting principally  of  Lord  Portal,  Arthur 
Rank,  Eric  Pommer  and  Charles  Laugh- 
ton, has  been  leased  by  the  government 
for  a period  of  15  years. 

Instead  of  turning  out  pictures,  the 
studios  will  be  used  as  a storage  place 
for  airplanes,  it  is  learned. 


Laughing  at  Each 
Other — Maybe 

New  York — Here's  one  for  the  mem- 
ory bag.  James  Madison  poises  the 
question:  "What  was  a unique  feature 
of  Proctor's  Pleasure  Palace,  now 
known  as  RKO's  58th  St.  Theatre?" 

The  answer,  if  you  haven't  peeped 
already,  is  this:  Behind  the  stage  to- 
wards Lexington  Ave.  was  a huge  au- 
ditorium known  as  the  Palm  Garden. 
Shortly  after  the  Pleasure  Palace  was 
opened  in  1895,  the  Palm  Garden  was 
equipped  with  opera  chairs,  and  the  in- 
teresting experiment  of  having  two  au- 
diences face  one  another  with  per- 
formers on  the  in-between  stage,  was 
tried  out.  Comedians  claimed  their 
material  got  big  laughing  results,  but 
this  may  have  been  due  to  each  au- 
dience thinking  how  funny  the  other 
looked.  The  plan  did  not  work  out. 


Some  Are  Serious,  Some  Smile — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Herbert  Wilcox,  English  producer -director  affiliated  with  RKO,  in  business- 
like conversation  with  tall,  grey-hatted  George  J.  Schaefer  on  their  return 
to  Hew  York  from  the  coast.  Smiling  into  the  camera  are  Isabel,  Schaefer’s 
daughter,  and  her  mother. 


Warner  Product  Continues  to 
Play  Americanism  Theme 


Hollywood — Patriotic  themes  in  fea- 
tures and  shorts  continue  to  hold  the  at- 
tention of  Warner  producers.  At  least  five 
such  pictures  will  be  released  within  the 
next  few  months.  Writers  on  the  lot  are 
now  concentrating  their  efforts  on  five 
additional  features  along  the  same  lines. 
Preparations  are  being  made  for  a series 
of  13  historical  Technicolor  shorts. 

Orders  have  been  sent  out  to  the  Bur- 
bank scenario  department  to  look  for  ma- 
terial having  a timely  application  to  pre- 
sent day  political  conditions. 

Feature  scripts  in  preparation  dealing 
with  patriotism  include  “The  Bishop  Who 
Walked  With  God,”  based  on  the  Nazi 
persecution  of  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller, 
head  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Ger- 
many. William  Dieterle  has  been  assign- 
ed direction. 

“Concentration  Camp,”  in  which  John 
Garfield  will  head  a cast,  including  Hum- 
phrey Bogart  and  the  “Dead  End”  kids. 

“American  Cavalcade,”  in  which  the 
highlights  of  American  history  will  pre- 
vail. 

“Panama  Canal,”  dealing  with  its  con- 
struction and  its  military  value  today. 

“The  Story  of  the  Wright  Brothers,” 
in  which  aviation  will  be  dramatized  from 
its  inception. 

Among  features  scheduled  for  release 
soon  are  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy,” 
with  Edward  G.  Robinson  in  the  starring 
role  and  assisted  by  Francis  Lederer  and 
Paul  Lukas. 

“Juarez,”  co-starring  Paul  Muni  and 
Bette  Davis  and  based  on  the  story  of 
Maximilian  and  Carlotta. 

“Oklahoma  Kid,”  starring  James  Cag- 
ney with  Rosemary  Lane  in  support. 

“Dodge  City”  with  Errol  Flynn  and 
Olivia  de  Havilland. 

The  13  Technicolor  featurettes  being 
prepared  are: 

“Old  Hickory,”  the  story  of  Andrew 


Jackson:  “Bill  of  Rights,”  which  will  deal 
with  the  document  itself;  “The  Story  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,”  in  which  Walter 
Walker  will  portray  Franklin.  John  Litel 
will  also  appear  in  an  important  role: 
“Bolivar  of  South  America,”  the  story  of 
Simon  Bolivar;  “General  Jose  Artigas,” 
the  story  of  the  South  American  hero; 
“Freedom  of  Worship,”  “Freedom  of 
Speech,”  “Nathan  Hale,”  with  John  Litel; 
“John  Paul  Jones,”  and  “Lafayette,”  which 
will  deal  with  his  activities  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution. 


Wilcox  Homeward  After 
Product  Conferences 

New  York — Having  finalized  an  exten- 
sion of  his  deal  with  RKO  for  production 
in  England,  Herbert  Wilcox  sailed  Satur- 
day on  the  Queen  Mary  after  a three- week 
visit  here  and  in  Hollywood.  While  here 
he  discussed  with  George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  president,  a deal  to  expand  his  pro- 
duction activities  in  England.  He  also 
negotiated  with  Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  distributon  for  Para- 
mount, the  release  of  “A  Royal  Divorce,” 
made  recently  by  his  company,  Imperator 
Film,  with  Ruth  Chatterton  and  Pierre 
Blanchard. 


Depositions  in  Gorham 
Case  Start  Feb,  27 

Boston — Motion  has  been  made  in  fed- 
eral court  here  in  connection  with  the 
anti-trust  suit  brought  by  Kenneth  Gor- 
ham against  Samuel  Kurson  and  involv- 
ing the  eight  majors,  to  take  depositions 
of  distributors’  Boston  branch  managers, 
commencing  February  27.  The  case  origi- 
nated in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  on  Dec.  15,  1938, 
and  seeks  $100,000  damages  as  well  as  an 
injimction.  John  T.  Conley  and  George  S. 
Ryan  are  plaintiff’s  counsel. 
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Loew  Directorate 
To  Be  Renamed 

New  York — With  a sufficient  number  of 
proxies  reported  on  hand  over  the  week- 
end, 12  directors  will  be  re-elected  at  the 
Loew’s  annual  stockholders’  meeting  slated 
for  Tuesday  morning  at  the  company’s 
home  office.  Other  business  on  the  calen- 
dar calls  for  the  election  of  inspectors 
to  serve  at  the  annual  meeting  next  year. 
The  proxy  committee  consists  of  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  president;  David  Warfield,  a 
director,  and  Leopold  Pi’iedman,  director 
and  secretary. 

Details  Listed 

In  a notice  sent  to  stockholders,  each 
of  the  directors  is  listed  and  his  hold- 
ings in  Loew  or  subsidiaries  noted,  as  of 
Jan.  1,  1939. 

George  N.  Armsby,  not  an  officer  of  the 
company  and  originally  elected  in  1935, 
owns  100  shares  of  Loew’s  common. 

David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer,  designated  as  a director  in  1919 
by  the  late  Marcus  Loew,  owns  7,080  shares 
of  common. 

Isidor  Frey,  assistant  secretary,  original- 
ly named  a director  in  1934,  owns  200 
common  shares  and  $7,000  face  amount  of 
Loew’s  Theatre  and  Realty  Co.  (a  sub- 
sidiary) six  per  cent  bonds. 

Friedman  was  first  named  in  1920  and 
owns  612  shares  of  common,  $21,600  face 
amount  of  Loew’s  Theatre  and  Realty  Co. 
six  per  cent  bonds;  $47,750  face  amount 
of  Poli-New  England  Theatre’s  five  per 
cent  bonds;  and  $77,250  face  amount  of 
Poli-New  England  Theatres.  Inc.,  general 
mortgage  income  bonds. 

John  R.  Hazel,  not  an  officer,  original- 
ly designated  in  1931  by  Film  Securities, 
Inc.  (since  dissolved)  the  then  owner  of 
660,900  common  of  Loew’s.  He  personally 
owns  100  shares  of  the  common. 

A1  Lichtman,  vice-president,  originally 
designated  in  1937,  owns  $20,000  face 
amount  of  Poli-New  England  five  per  cent 
bonds  and  $20,000  face  amount  of  the 
same  company’s  general  mortgage  income 
bonds. 

Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  assistant  treas- 
urer, originally  named  in  1934,  owns  600 
shares  of  common  of  Loew’s;  $44,000  face 
amount  of  Poli-New  England  five  per  cent 
bonds  and  $41,000  face  amount  of  the 
same  company’s  general  mortgage  income 
bonds. 

William  A.  Parker,  not  an  officer,  first 
named  in  1935  at  the  suggestion  of  Bern- 
stein, and  Thomas  Nelson  Perkins  (de- 
ceased) owns  100  shares  of  common.  Par- 
ker is  president  of  Incorporated  Investors 
of  Boston  which  owns  26,000  shares  of 
common. 

Hold  Many  Shares 

J.  Robert  Rubin,  vice-president  and  pro- 
duction executive,  designated  to  the  board 
in  1927,  owns  14,155  shares  of  common; 
$15,000  face  amount  of  Poli-New  England 
five  per  cent  bonds  and  the  same  amount 
of  general  mortgage  income  bonds  in  the 


Stage  Band  Protection 
Practices  Assailed 

New  York — Protection  on  stage  band 
names  by  major  circuits  has  independent 
theatre  operators,  desirous  of  booking 
prominent  leaders  to  enhance  picture 
schedules,  in  a frenzy  with  charges  of 
“monopoly”  being  hurled  at  Broadway 
houses  allegedly  employing  the  practice. 

The  Brandt  Brothers  who  have  set 
March  10  as  the  definite  opening  date  for 
a stage  band  policy  at  the  Flatbush,  Brook- 
lyn, contend  the  Paramount  on  Broadway 
has  been  enforcing  a 30-day  protection  on 
name  bands  after  playing  the  house.  In 
instances  where  bookings  are  now  made 
for  September,  it  is  claimed,  the  bands  so 
signed  cannot  appear  in  a local  theatre 
before  then. 

During  the  past  week,  the  Paramount 
had  Vincent  Lopez  while  the  State  head- 
lined Rudy  Vallee  and  the  Strand  bally- 
hooed  Kay  Kyser.  Hal  Kemp  replaced 
Lopez  at  the  Paramount. 

The  Brandts  consider  protection  on  pic- 
ture bookings  comparatively  minor  “as  far 
as  monopolies  on  stage  bands  go.”  In 
view  of  this,  it  has  been  difficult  to  as- 
semble name  bands.  Although  shows  for 
the  first  three  weeks  at  the  Flatbush  have 
been  lined  up,  contracts  have  not  been 
confirmed,  according  to  the  Brandts. 

Meanwhile,  Bill  Miller  and  A1  Rogers 
have  taken  over  the  Shubert  in  Brooklyn 
for  a straight  vaudeville  policy. 

If  the  Flatbush  idea  clicks,  the  Brandts 
intend  to  extend  vaudeville  and  band 
names  to  the  Audubon  in  Washington 
Heights. 


same  circuit.  During  1938,  he  earned 
$493,230.34. 

Schenck,  designated  in  1919  upon  or- 
ganization of  the  company  by  the  late 
Marcus  Loew,  owns  2,817  common  shares; 
$69,700  face  amount  of  Poli-New  Englanr 
six  per  cent  bonds;  $170,000  face  amount 
five  per  cent  bonds  in  the  same  company 
and  $170,000  face  amount  general  mort- 
gage income  bonds  in  the  same  company 
He  received  $351,072.07  in  1938. 

Warfield,  designated  in  1923,  owns  7,000 
shares  of  common. 

Henry  Rogers  Winthrop,  not  an  officer, 
designated  last  month,  owns  100  shares  of 
common. 

Election  of  officers  is  expected  to  be  held 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Schenck  and  the  rest 
of  the  incumbent  slate  are  scheduled  to 
be  continued  for  another  year. 

Lichtman  is  expected  from  the  coast  to 
attend  the  directors’  meeting.  Hazel,  who 
lives  in  Buffalo,  and  Parker,  who  resides 
in  Boston,  are  also  due  to  attend.  At 
least  seven  men  are  necessary  to  consti- 
tute a quorum.  Rubin  recently  returned 
from  Miami  Beach.  Friedman  leaves  the 
end  of  next  wek  for  Miami  and  a cruise 
to  Kingston,  Jamaica. 


Metro  Attorneys  Ready 
"Lynton”  Case  Appeal 

New  York — M-G-M  attorneys  are  pre- 
paring papers  for  an  appeal  in  the  “Letty 
Lynton”  case.  The  papers  will  be  filed  in 
a few  weeks. 


Production  Code's 
Revision  Is  Seen 

New  York — Revisions  in  the  production 
code  to  meet  conditions  cm’rent  now,  but 
not  when  it  was  conceived,  are  predicted 
by  Walter  Wanger.  Departing  from  the 
text  of  a statement  which  he  read  to  a 
group  of  New  York  critics,  press  associa- 
tion and  syndicate  writers  at  a Ritz-Carl- 
ton  luncheon  prior  to  his  return  to  the 
coast,  he  registered  his  opinion  about  the 
code  in  direct  answer  to  a query  put  to 
him  by  Frank  Nugent,  critics  of  the  New 
York  Times. 

Wanger  had  discussed  the  code  in  his 
prepared  statement,  “I  feel  I am  expres- 
sing the  views  of  a large  group  in  Holly- 
wood and  not  only  my  personal  opinions,” 
he  said. 

“A  new  Hollywood  is  appearing  on  the 
horizon.  For  its  first  quarter  of  a century, 
the  industry  flourished  by  retailing  to  the 
world  this  American  dream  (the  escapist 
film)  in  all  its  story-telling  phases.  It 
was  almost  impossible  for  pictures  to  fail. 
There  was  seemingly  no  responsibility  for 
Hollywood  beyond  turning  out  this  brand 
of  entertainment  and  making  money.  To 
relieve  the  individual  producers  of  even 
the  slightest  trace  of  responsibility  the 
Hays  code  was  set  up — a code  of  produc- 
tion that  was  geared  to  that  secure  and 
stable  world. 

“But  slowly  this  world  was  disintegrat- 
ing. For  a long  time  Hollywood  ignored 
the  fact.  Nevertheless,  the  stability  of 
the  old  world  was  going  down  in  chaos 
and  a new  world  was  facing  us — a modern 
world  in  which  the  preservation  of  human 
life  and  liberty  has  become  the  problems 
of  everyone.  The  old  American  dream  was 
no  longer  sufficient.  Yet  the  production 
code,  created  to  avoid  responsibility,  was 
still  maintained  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. And  under  this  code  it  was — and 
is — almost  impossible  to  face  and  deal 
with  the  modern  world.  Hollywood  found 
itself  controlling  the  greatest  medium  of 
expression  the  world  has  known,  and  yet 
it  was  unable  to  face  the  responsibility 
that  power  carried  with  it,  simply  because 
it  was  chained  to  the  past  by  its  produc- 
tion code,  its  traditions,  its  habits  of 
thinking.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  producer  made  it 
clear  he  had  no  argument  with  films  de- 

( Continued  on  page  32-B) 


Expect  Resumption  of 
Financing  Plays  Plan 

New  York — Action  on  the  plan  for  fi- 
nancing plays  by  film  producers  is  ex- 
pected to  be  resumed  again  now  that  J. 
Robert  Rubin  and  Jacob  Wilk  have  return- 
ed to  the  city  from  their  respective  vaca- 
tions. The  draft,  it  is  understood,  is  com- 
pleted and  awaits  the  discussions  of  the 
various  parties  concerned.  Louise  SiUcox, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Dramatists 
Guild,  and  Sidney  R.  Fleisher,  attorney  for 
the  Guild,  who  composed  the  draft,  will 
meet  with  Wilk  and  Rubin. 
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Typical  Eastman 

RELIABILITY 


EASTMAN  Plus-X  for  general  studio  work 
. . . Super-XX  for  all  difficult  exposures . . . 
Baekground-X  for  backgrounds  and  all- 
round exterior  work. . . . All  three  of  these 
new  negative  films  have  special  features 
suited  to  their  particular  fields  . . . plus  the 
typical  Eastman  reliability  that  has  served 
the  industry  so  well  in  the  past.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E. 
Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee, 
Chicago.  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN  Mus~X... 
Super~XX  • • • Baehground-X 
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Projector  Patent 
Suit  Finale  Soon 

Wilmington — April  17  has  been  set  as 
the  date  for  argument  in  the  infringe- 
ment suit  brought  by  British  Acoustics 
against  RCA  and  Erpi  and  just  concluded 
in  district  court  here. 

Deadline  for  the  filing  of  plaintiff 
briefs  is  March  6,  with  defendants  allowed 
until  March  25  for  filing. 

The  plaintiff  charged  that  RCA  and 
Erpi  had  infringed  on  the  improved 
mechanism  for  film  feed  through  sound 
head  projectors  and  asked  trebling  of  dam- 
ages estimated  at  between  $10,000,000  and 
$20,000,000. 

Defendants  took  photographs  of  the 
original  Poulsen-Peterson  projection  ma- 
chine while  it  was  in  this  country  on 
demonstration,  a defense  witness  testified 
near  the  conclusion  of  the  trial.  Dr.  Ed- 
ward W.  Wente  of  New  York,  of  the  Bell 
Telephone  Laboratories,  research  physicist 
in  charge  of  research  investigation,  testi- 
fied under  cross  examination,  that  Erpi 
took  photos  of  the  original  machine  short- 
ly after  Arnold  Poulsen  of  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  joint  inventor  of  the  film  feed 
mechanism,  brought  the  projector  to 
America  in  1927.  Dr.  Wente  said  that  the 
pictures  were  taken  while  the  machine 
was  in  the  Erpi  laboratories  and  that  he 
recently  saw  the  photographs  again. 

Describes  U.  S.  Patents 

Dr.  Wente,  who  was  the  defendants’ 
lone  witness  when  RCA  and  Erpi  rested 
described  the  mechanism  of  various  U.  S. 
patents  and  the  arrangements  to  overcome 
sprocket  high  speed  flutter  action  of  the 
Kellog  patent  and  also  described  the  film 
and  mechanical  action  in  the  various  Kel- 
log, Bradford,  Edison  and  other  patents 
as  involving  tension,  shrinkage  and  dis- 
tortion. 

Ian  Cremieu-Javal  of  London,  manag- 
ing director  of  British  Acoustics,  was  one 
of  the  three  plaintiff's  witnesses  which 
included  the  inventor  Poulsen  and  Paul  J. 
Larson  of  New  York,  former  RCA  research 
manager  now  patent  and  consulting  ex- 
pert for  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc. 
Cremieu-Javal  testified  of  filing  certain 
documents  in  this  country  before  issu- 
ing orders  to  institute  the  litigation  against 
Erpi  and  RCA. 

Larson,  main  witness  for  the  plaintiff, 
was  called  in  rebuttal  following  Dr. 
Wente’s  testimony,  and  described  the  ac- 
tion of  the  rotary  stabilizer.  He  described 
the  line  of  travel  of  film  through  the 
original  Poulsen-Peterson  projector  which 
was  set  up  in  the  courtroom  and  also  the 
action  of  the  loop  when  irregularities  in 
film  occur  on  the  original  projector. 

He  compared  film  passages  on  other 
patents  with  British  Acoustics  and  point- 
ed out  where  on  other  patents  the  pad- 
roller  was  on  the  side  of  the  sprocket 
instead  of  its  usual  place  on  top.  He 
testified  there  was  a difference  between 
the  free  loop  and  the  resilient  loop  one 
of  the  vital  points  involved  in  the  liti- 
gation. 


Pascal  Has  Peeve 

By  DAVE  GOLDING 

New  York — Gabriel  Pascal  has  a peeve 
and  it's  directed  against  Hollywood.  The 
swarthy  Hungarian  producer  who  brought 
George  Bernard  Shaw  to  the  screen  claims 
producers  treat  “audiences  like  children.” 

What  makes  his  Magyar  blood  boil  is 
the  fact  that  “we  don’t  realize  that  Ameri- 
can audiences  are  the  best  in  the  world. 
They  are  alive,”  he  expostulates.  “They 
are  healthy,  normal  people  who  deserve 
better  spiritual  food  than  they  are  getting. 

“You  know  who  is  responsible,”  his  voice 
a pitch  higher,  “the  Hays  office.  They 
don’t  realize  American  audiences  are  grown 
up.” 

To  better  understand  Pascal  whose 
"Pygmalion”  has  knocked  the  M-G-M  sales 
force  out  of  its  conventional  adjectives  is 
to  know  the  reverence  in  which  he  holds 
Bernard  Shaw. 

“The  only  man  I respect,”  he  asserts, 
“is  George  Bernard  Shaw.  He  is  my  spir- 
itual master.  And  I can’t  tell  you  how  glad 
I am  that  audiences  here  appreciate  him.” 

Conventional  restrictions  hold  no  terror 
for  Pascal.  He  believes  the  screen  is  the 
greatest  medium  for  carrying  a message 
to  the  public.  About  his  own  future  work, 
he  declares  he  is  only  interested  in  mak- 
ing good  pictures. 

“I’m  in  no  hurry.  I’m  still  young  and 
have  plenty  of  time.”  And  he  adds  em- 
phatically, “I  don’t  give  a damn  about  the 
business  end  of  it.” 

Censorship  in  any  form  is  regarded  as 
abominable  by  Pascal.  He  states  with  con- 
viction that  he  is  going  to  continue  to 
speak  to  the  people  and  “no  human  force 
can  stop  him.” 

“One  thing  Hollywood  hasn’t  learned,” 
Pascal  maintains,  “is  that  it  can’t  feed 
film  audiences  a perpetual  diet  of  mayon- 
naise and  whipped  cream.  When  they  get 
too  much  of  it,  they  will  get  sick  and  stay 
away  from  the  theatres.” 

Pascal  is  enthusiastic  about  his  own 
plans.  He  says  there  is  still  a male  star 
whom  he  will  add  to  the  cast  of  Shaw’s 
“Doctor’s  Dilemma.”  He  is  also  quite  volu- 
ble on  the  film  which  will  deal  with  the 
life  of  Amelia  Earhart. 

“I  spoke  to  Leopold  Stokowski  about  it 
and  he  told  me  he  would  be  happy  to 
write  the  musical  score,”  he  gleefully  re- 
lates. 

Delaware  Censorship  Bill 
With  a Juvenile  Angle 

Dover,  Del. — Motion  pictures  to  be 
shown  to  persons  under  18  years  of  age 
would  be  censored  by  judges  of  the  juve- 
nile court,  under  provisions  of  a bill  in- 
troduced in  the  state  legislature  by  Rep. 
Frederick  W.  Pepper  of  Milton. 

The  judges  would  be  empowered  to 
suggest  changes  in  or  reject  parts  of  pic- 
tures in  preventing  the  “corruption  of  mor- 
als of  youth”  via  the  screen.  It  would  be 
mandatory  on  the  part  of  exhibitors  to 
forbid  persons  under  18  from  seeing  pic- 
tures rejected  by  the  judges. 

Upon  the  request  of  five  or  more  per- 
sons of  any  community  in  the  state,  an 
exhibitor  would  have  to  submit  the  film 
in  question  to  the  judges  for  study,  by 
another  provision  of  the  measure. 


Skouras  Explains 
Delay  in  Buying 

New  York — National  Theatres’  delay  in 
making  its  product  buys  is  laid  to  general 
conditions  in  the  industry,  some  bearing 
on  trade  practices,  by  Spyros  Skouras  on 
his  return  from  the  coast. 

Further,  Skouras  added,  that  despite  the 
better  quality  of  pictures  being  released, 
business  was  only  “fair,”  although  he  ex- 
pressed anticipation  of  a pickup  soon. 
Accompanying  Skouras  on  his  trip  east 
was  his  secretary,  John  Healy.  Jack  J. 
Sullivan,  coast  film  buyer  for  National,  is 
due  next  week.  Charles  Skouras  is  ex- 
pected back  from  his  trip  abroad  about 
the  middle  of  March. 

The  circuit  also  has  been  trying  to 
eliminate  games  but  found  this  no  easy 
undertaking,  according  to  Skouras. 

Making  a short  private  trip  to  New  York 
at  the  same  time  was  Harold  Lloyd,  who 
it  is  understood  is  here  to  discuss  his  next 
Paramount  release  with  Barney  Balaban. 

Dropping  Dual  Previews 
Not  D,  J.  Act  Stressed 

New  York  — Although  the  Keith  and 
other  RKO-Schine  pooled  houses  in  Syra- 
cuse have  abandoned  the  practice  of  pre- 
viewing double  features  on  nights  when 
duals  were  shown  for  more  than  a week, 
the  move  was  not  actuated  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice. 

'This  is  the  stand  taken  by  John  J. 
O’Connor,  head  of  RKO  circuit  operations, 
in  denying  that  the  'Washington  authori- 
ties had  any  hand  in  the  matter.  “We 
never  heard  from  them,”  O’Connor  de- 
clared. 

He  said  the  practice  was  dropped  at  the 
request  of  the  Allied  unit  in  S5Tacuse, 
which  also  protested  to  H.  M.  Richey,  pub- 
lic relations  director  for  RKO.  O’Connor 
inferred  that,  he,  personally,  did  not  know 
of  the  four-feature  policy  until  it  was 
brought  to  his  attention. 

Asked  how  he  thought  it  came  to  be  re- 
ported that  the  department  of  justice  had 
taken  a hand  in  the  matter,  O’Connor  re- 
plied: “It  seems  that  everyone  in  the  in- 
dustry is  writing  to  Washington  these 
days.” 

Schnitzer  Leads  Sears 
Drive  After  8 Weeks 

New  York — Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  War- 
ner eastern  district  manager,  leads  at  the 
end  of  the  eighth  week  in  the  Sears  Drive, 
which  ends  April  15.  There  ■will  be  $25,000 
distributed  in  prizes. 

Robert  Smeltzer,  central  district  man- 
ager, is  second,  and  Rud  Lohrenz,  mid- 
west district  head,  is  third. 

According  to  Carl  Leserman,  Sears’  as- 
sistant, the  drive  is  running  12  per  cent 
ahead  of  last  year. 


KAO  Dividend 

New  York — ^KAO  has  declared  the  regu- 
lar $1.75  preferred  dividend  out  of  the 
operating  surplus,  payable  April  1 to 
stockholders  of  record,  March  15. 
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Joe  Brandt  Dies 
On  the  Coast 

Beverly  Hills — ^Death  claimed  Joe 
Brandt,  56,  after  an  illness  of  three 

months.  He  recently 
underwent  a major 
operation.  Surviving  are 
his  widow,  Mary  Selig- 
man  Brandt,  and  a son, 
Jerrold  Thurston. 

Born  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
July  20,  1882,  Brandt 
studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1906,  when  he  joined 
the  amusement  indus- 
try as  an  advertising 

JOE  BKAJS’DT  man.  He  worked  on 

Billboard  and  the  Dramatic  Mirror  and  in 
1908  joined  Universal  as  Carl  Laemmle’s 
secretary.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  an 
executive  position.  In  1919,  he  lined  up 
with  Harry  and  Jack  Cohn  in  the  forma- 
tion of  CBC,  which  later  developed  into 
what  is  now  Columbia.  In  1932  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  company  for  $1,000,000. 

Although  Brandt  expected  to  retire  after 
his  sell-out,  he  returned  to  the  business  as 
president  of  World  Wide  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  Educational.  In  1933,  he  joined 
Nuovo  Mondo,  distributors  of  Italian  films 
in  this  country,  and  after  a short  speU 
decided  to  quit  the  film  industry  and  re- 
tire to  his  home  here.  He  had  made  sev- 
eral trips  to  New  York  during  the  past 
few  years,  but  principally  to  take  care  of 
personal  business. 


January  Ticket  Tax  Tops 
'38  But  Under  December 

Washington — January  revenue  from  the 
federal  admission  tax  totaled  $1,564,134.28, 
it  is  disclosed  by  the  monthly  report  of 
the  bureau  of  internal  revenue. 

The  month’s  collections,  the  bureau 
points  out,  while  $456,000  under  the 
$2,020,376.64  received  in  December,  were 
$210,718  above  the  $1,353,415.63  collected 
in  January,  1938. 

The  bureau  announces  that  a total  of 
$11,878,708.62  was  collected  from  the  ad- 
mission tax  during  the  first  seven  months 
of  the  current  fiscal  year.  For  the  same 
period  a year  ago,  collections  amounted 
to  $12,807,432.72. 


Mexican  Government 
Commends  "Wave" 

New  York — Paul  Strand’s  “The  Wave” 
received  official  commendation  from  the 
Mexican  government  at  a dinner  given  by 
the  Committee  for  Pan-American  Democ- 
racy at  the  Breevort  Hotel. 

Marking  the  first  time  a film  has  re- 
ceived such  Mexican  government  recogni- 
tion, the  letter  of  commendation,  signed 
by  G.  Vasquez  Vela,  secretary  of  public 
instruction  of  Mexico,  and  stamped  with 
the  official  government  seal,  is  mounted 
on  a parchment  scroll. 


Edison  Data  Research 
Jaunt  Is  Completed 

Hollywood — Barrett  Kiesling,  M-G-M 
studio  “goodwill  ambassador,”  accom- 
panied by  Dore  Schary  and  Hugh  But- 
ler, writers  who  have  been  working  on 
research  for  “Edison,  the  Boy,”  and  “Edi- 
son, the  Man,”  which  will  be  two  M-G-M 
Americanism  contributions  on  the  1939- 
’40  program,  have  returned  from  two  weeks 
in  the  east.  They  spent  three  days  in 
Detroit  conferring  with  Henry  and  Edsel 
Ford,  two  days  in  Washington  where  they 
visited  the  patents’  office  and  Library  of 
Congress,  and  two  days  in  West  Orange, 
N.  J.,  with  Charles  Edison  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Edison  Hughes,  widow  of  the  late 
inventor.  They  also  spent  several  days 
in  New  York  where  they  conferred  with 
home  office  executives. 

Both  pictures  will  be  produced  by  John 
Considine  jr. 


Loew  Executives  Ponder 
"The  Mikado"  for  Astor 

New  York — Loew  executives  are  consid- 
ing  booking  “The  Mikado”  into  the  Astor, 
following  “Pygmalion.”  The  latter  picture 
continues  to  hold  up  with  no  signs  of  de- 
parture, as  yet. 


Frank  Walker  Executor 
Of  Comerford  Estate 

Scranton,  Pa. — Frank  C.  Walker,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Comerford  circuit,  has  been  named  execu- 
tor of  the  estate  left  by  the  late  M.  E. 
Comerford,  who  died  in  Miami  February  1, 
“to  continue  and  manage  my  business.” 

Personal  property  of  $100,000,  including 
real  estate  valued  at  “over  $10,000,”  has 
been  left  for  administration.  The  will, 
executed  July  27,  1934,  provides  an  out- 
right bequest  of  $5,000  to  be  paid  Mrs. 
Comerford,  as  well  as  one-third  of  the 
residuary  estate.  Mariel  Comerford  Fri- 
day, daughter  of  the  deceased,  received 
cne-ninth  of  the  estate  in  addition  to  a lot 
and  two  dwellings  on  Hyde  Park  Ave.  All 
stock  in  Penncom  Corp.  shall  be  devised 
to  Walker  and  held  in  trust  for  15  years 
and  income  therefrom  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
residuary  estate. 

M.  B.  Comerford,  who  preceded  M.  E.  in 
death,  had  been  named  as  co-executor. 


Plans  New  RKO  House 

New  York — RKO  is  planning  a new  de 
luxe  theatre  in  the  local  area.  Negotiations 
are  under  way  for  a site,  and  the  indica- 
tions are  nothing  will  be  done  in  the  way 
of  construction  until  late  fall. 


Eastern  Movie  Quiz  Showmen  Winners — 

At  the  top  and  left  to  right:  George  Peters.  Reading,  Pa.;  J.  Lester  Stall- 
man,  Reading;  Frank  Shaffer,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  winner  of  second  prize  in 
the  15,000  to  100,000  class;  Charles  B.  Taylor,  Buffalo;  Paul  E.  Glase,  Read- 
ing; Alvin  Sloane.  Washington,  N.  J.,  winner  of  second  prize  in  situations 
under  15,000.  The  photograph  of  Showman  Keaney,  another  Reading  prize- 
■ winner  was  not  available  for  this  issue. 
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fjERBERT  J.  YATES  has  gone  to  the 
coast  and  his  regular  Republic  studio 
visit.  Sam  Hacker,  for  the  past  four  years 
with  Republic  and  lately  assisting  Morris 
Goodman,  in  charge  of  foreign  activities, 
has  resigned  and  after  a vacation  will  an- 
nounce new  plans.  Jose  Losada  of  the 
same  company’s  foreign  publicity  depart- 
ment, has  severed  his  connections  . . . 
Wayne  Morris  and  his  bride,  the  former 
Leonora  “Bubbles”  Schinasi,  tobacco 
heiress,  have  gone  back  to  Hollywood  via 
automobile,  and  by  the  southern  route  and 
headed  for  the  Warner  Burbank  plant  . . . 
Cecil  B.  DeMille  will  have  the  honor  of  a 
three-ply  opening  for  “Union  Pacific”  on 
April  21.  The  decision  to  hold  three  first- 
run  showings  in  Omaha  on  the  same  open- 
ing day  was  made  after  DeMille  conferred 
with  Bob  Gillham,  Cliff  Lewis  and  Terry 
DeLapp,  of  Paramount;  William  H.  Pine, 
associate  producer;  Ted  Emerson  of  Tri- 
States  Theatres,  and  C.  E.  Schmidt,  assist- 
ant to  the  head  of  Union  Pacific. 

Ruth  Greenfield,  secretary  to  Ahe  Sch- 
neider, Columbia  treasurer,  was  guest  of 
honor  at  a farewell  party  given  to  her  by 
some  90  of  her  co-ioorkers,  among  whom 
were  many  of  the  company’s  executives. 
The  proceedings  were  held  at  Billy  Rose’s 
Diamond  Horseshoe  and,  despite  the  gay- 
ety,  many  an  eye  was  wet,  because  Miss 
Greenfield,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Bernard 
Freedman  in  private  life,  has  been  with 
the  company  for  13  years.  She  leaves  to 
assume  the  duties  of  motherhood  since 
the  Freedmans  anticipate  the  arrival  of  a 
stork  . . . Slavko  Vorkapich  left  for  Holly- 
wood over  the  weekend  where  he  will  pre- 
pare the  montage  sequence  for  the  forth- 
coming RKO  Pathe  feature  release  . . . 
Jake  Wilk  is  back  from  a short  holiday. 


■ — Metropolitan  Museum 

In  Good  Company — 

This  is  called  “The  Vultures.”  It  is 
an  origmal  painting  from  “Snow 
White”  which  means,  of  course,  Walt 
Disney  did  it.  Recently  selected  by  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  there  the 
canvas  now  hangs.  In  fast  company, 
too. 


No  Boxoffice  Worries  for  Them — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


Until  March  12,  anyway.  The  smiling 
gents  are  Robert  J.  O’Donnell,  general 
manager  of  the  Interstate  Circuit  of  Texas; 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  out-of-New  York  theatre 
operator  for  Loew’s;  Thomas  J.  Connors, 
eastern  and  southern  division  sales  chief 
for  M-G-M  and  E.  K.  “Ted”  O’Shea,  east- 
ern district  manager  for  the  same  com- 
pany. Ralph  Austrian  of  RCA  Photo- 
phone and  Lester  Isaacs,  chief  of  projec- 
tion for  Loew’s,  see  this  group  off  for 
Miami  where  they  boarded  a boat  for 
Kingston,  Jamaica — all  in  search  of  sun- 
shine and  fun. 

Hattie  Helborn,  private  secretary  to 


Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  was  aboard  the  same 
train,  not  aware  of  the  presence  on  it  of 
so  many  of  her  company’s  executives.  Fol- 
lowing two  weeks  at  Hollywood,  Fla.,  she 
will  spend  a fortnight  at  Schenck’s  home 
at  Miami  Beach.  Rita  Aarons,  secretary 
to  David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  Loew’s  accompanied  her. 

Before  the  train  pulled  out,  Connors  re- 
ceived a wire.  So  did  Vogel.  As  Connors 
opened  his,  O’Donnell  upped  with,  “They’re 
probably  telling  you  I won’t  date  ‘Pyg- 
malion’.’’ Both  wires,  however,  were  bon 
voyage  wishes  from  the  Loew-Metro  home 
office  staff. 


T’was  a gay  party  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel,  Saturday  night,  as  the  Co- 
lumbians gallivanted  around  at  their  ninth 
dinner-dance,  which  took  place  in  the 
grand  ballroom.  Spotted  at  various  times 
were  some  Wall  Street  executives  who 
were  guests  of  Louis  Barbano.  They  in- 
cluded Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Cavagnaro 
and  son,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Lang,  Charles 
Fagg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Ransom,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Burrows,  William  Creel- 
man  and  Earl  C.  Randles.  Jack  Cohn 
entertained,  at  his  table,  M.  A.  Schles- 
inger.  Judge  Sol  Streit  and  L.  Blancke. 
From  Loew’s  there  was  Eugene  Picker, 
Oscar  Doob,  Marvin  Schenck,  Charles 
Moskowitz  and  many  others.  Freddie 
Meyers  and  John  J.  O’Connor  represented 
RKO.  Louis  Notarius  and  the  impeccably 
attired  Bob  Weitman,  Jack  Shea,  Irving 
Barry,  M.  A.  Shea  jr.,  Russ  Downing,  Gus 
Eyssell,  Dave  Chatkin  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  Schine  were  very  much  in  evidence. 
Among  the  celebrities  who  took  a bow  were 
Sophie  Tucker,  Tony  Martin,  Robert  Mor- 
ley,  John  Brahm,  Dolly  Haas,  Henry 
Youngman,  Nick  Lucas  and  Vince  Barnett. 
Maurice  Bergman  was  a genial  host  to  the 
newspaper  coterie. 

Gloria  Swanson  is  visiting  New  York 
again  after  a European  trip  . . . David  A. 
Bader,  through  his  own  company.  Literary 
Corp.  of  America,  has  acquired  the  remake 
rights  to  Charles  Bennet’s  “Blackmail,” 
produced  in  1927  by  B.  I.  P.  . . . Gene 
Murphy  has  been  given  added  duties  in 
the  Loew  publicity  department  and  is  flow 


handling  out-of-town  newspaper  material, 
while  Phil  Laufer,  who  has  been  concen- 
trating on  the  Criterion,  takes  over  Mur- 
phy’s former  activities,  including  the  puff 
stuff  for  Loew’s  State  . . . Max  Fellerman 
is  due  hack  soon  from  a short  vacation  in 
Miami.  And  believe  it  or  not,  he’s  been 
looking  over  the  picture  lineup  at  the 
beach  houses  in  keeping  with  his  duties  as 
chief  hooker  for  the  RKO  circuit. 

Spyros  Skouras  and  J.  J.  Sullivan  ar- 
rived from  the  Coast  Friday,  the  former 
after  making  a tour  of  Fox  West  Coast 
units,  and  the  latter  for  his  annual  buy- 
ing visit  which  usually  extends  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  World  Series  . . . John 
J.  O’Connor’s  four-year-old  darling  is 
named  Lois  Marie  and  not  Louise  Marie, 
as  reported  in  these  columns  a few  weeks 
ago  . . . And  while  on  the  subject  of 
babies,  Homer  Harmon’s  little  girl  will 
be  one  year  old  in  April  . . . Andy  Sharick’s 
daughter,  Betty,  is  now  Mrs.  Russell  Tip- 
ton,  the  groom  being  a resident  of  Toledo, 
Ohio.  The  couple  are  honeymooning  in 
North  Carolina  . . . Charlie  Quick,  M-G-M 
cashier  for  more  than  30  years,  is  putting 
on  weight  and  now  scales  around  175 
pounds  . . . William  Fox  is  constructing  a 
miniature  World’s  Fair  in  the  lot  back  of 
the  Roxy  . . . Eddie  Zabel  tells  of  his  pre- 
view glimpse  at  the  World’s  Fair  grounds 
on  his  recent  return  trip  from  Chicago. 
With  a tail  wind  all  the  way,  the  plane 
was  three-quarters  of  an  hour  ahead  of 
schedule  and  the  pilot  took  the  passengers 
sightseeing  with  the  Flushing  Meadows 
one  of  the  high  spots  covered. 
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75  and  Smiling — 

Kew  Gardens,  L.  I. — This  is  Mrs.  Anna 
Ruth  Moskowitz.  On  Tuesday,  she  cele- 
brated her  15th  birthday  with  a party  at 
her  home  here.  Five  sons,  four  daughters 
and  their  husbands  were  on  hand  for  the 
festivities  which  included  a screening  of 
“Wife,  Husband  and  Friend,”  followed  by 
an  interesting  trailer  made  up  especially 
for  the  occasion.  Before  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox picture  was  selected,  a prelimi- 
nary feud  revolved  around  the  question 
of  whether  it  ought  to  be  one  from  20th- 
Fox  or  one  from  M-G-M.  This,  because 
Joseph  H.  is  an  executive  of  the  former 
company,  while  Charles  C.  is  high  up  in 
the  councils  of  Loevys. 

However,  Joe  and  Charlie  were  present, 
of  course.  Also  sons  Harry,  Martin  and 
Arthur  and  the  latter’s  wife.  The  daugh- 
ters and  their  husbands  were  Augusta 
and  Al  Abramowitz  and  their  child,  Ann 
Louise,  who  is  a Moskowitz  pet;  Mae  and 
Jack  Harris,  Hannah  and  Irving  Snyder 
and  Pearl  and  Maurice  Scopp.  Innumer- 
able gifts  were  showered  on  the  Lady  of 
the  Day. 

That  wasn’t  all,  however,  the  day  be- 
fore was  C.  C.’s  birthday.  He  was  47. 
The  Moskowitz  clan  foregathered  for  that 
also,  and  held  a daytime  celebration. 


Barrett  Kiesling,  who  recently  concluded 
a deal  with  E.  & F.  Spon  for  the  English 
rights  to  his  book,  “Talking  Pictures,”  has 
sold  a story  to  Collier’s  for  $500  on  the  ex- 
periences of  his  travels  around  the  coun- 
try. The  title  of  the  yarn  is  “So  You  Want 
to  Travel”  and  is  slated  to  run  in  the  April 
8 issue  . . . Al  Simon,  WHN  publicity  di- 
rector, is  two  down  when  it  comes  to  loca- 
tion in  the  Loew  Building.  He’s  moved  his 
office  from  the  llth  to  the  15th  floor  . . . 
Gene  Picker  again  has  delayed  his  vaca- 
tion and  now  is  mulling  over  the  idea  of 
either  taking  a cruise  in  May  or  crossing 
the  Atlantic  for  the  acquisition  of  a brogue 
. . . Manny  Reiner  of  Louis  Lif ton’s  staff 
is  burning  the  midnight  oil  in  the  hope 
he’ll  become  a fiction  writer  some  day 
. . . Dick  Condon,  who  handles  publicity  in 
the  east  for  Walt  Disney,  is  the  pappy  of  a 
baby  girl.  Which  means,  in  other  words, 
his  boss  will  have  a new  admirer  in  a 
couple  of  months. 


“Obie”  Hagans,  George  Skouras’s  col- 
ored chauffeur,  is  an  exhibitor,  Yessiree! 
He  is  interested  in  two  colored  theatres, 
one  in  West  Palm  Beach  and  the  other 
at  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.  . . . The  story 
is  interesting  and  here  goes:  About  two 
years  ago,  when  Skouras  was  being  both- 
ered with  sinus,  he  went  to  Miami  and 
took  “Obie”  along  for  convenience’s  sake. 
While  there  “Obie”  met  an  exhibitor  who 
was  having  trouble  getting  product.  The 
theatre  operator  said  he  would  give  Hag- 
ans a partnership  deal  if  he  could  arrange 
to  get  pictures  for  the  West  Palm  Beach 
house.  After  “Obie”  returned,  he  went  to 
work  and  contacted  sales  managers  of 
the  various  companies  and  that  did  the 
trick.  The  Fort  Lauderdale  situation  tied 
in  the  same  way  and  from  now  on  when 
you  hear  of  “Obie”  Hagans  being  in  Flori- 
da you’ll  know  the  reason  . . . Bill  White, 
assistant  to  Skouras,  for  years  covered 
the  54th  St.  court  house  for  the  late  New 
York  Herald,  which  accounts  for  the  fact 
he  always  wants  his  name  spelled  right 
in  print  . . . Irving  Lesser  can’t  wait  until 
he  starts  ‘"rhe  Little  Princess,”  Shirley 
Temple’s  latest  at  the  Roxy  for  an  indefi- 
nite run  . . . Jeffrey  Bernerd  is  due  soon 
from  England  for  confabs  with  Earle  W. 
Hammons.  It’s  been  some  time  since  Jeff 
has  visited  these  shores. 

StantO'U  Griffis  did  so  well  with  the 
denizens  of  the  deep  off  the  Florida  coast 
a month  ago,  he’s  going  to  pay  the  waters 
a return  visit.  The  haul  starts  March  1. 
. . . With  Barney  Balaban  back  in  the 
saddle  after  his  swing  of  the  strip  of 
land  that  goes  to  make  up  Miami  Beach, 
Leon  Netter  already  is  engaged  in  re- 
moving the  moth  balls  from  his  bathing 


suit  to  take  up  where  Balaban  left  off  . . . 
Harry  Rubin,  chief  Paramount  projec- 
tionist, is  partaking  of  some  of  Florida’s 
choice  piscatorial  offerings  . . . Joe  Par- 
lante,  manager  of  Rosenblatt-Welt’s  Or- 
pheum  in  Jersey  City,  with  Mrs.  P.,  took 
the  night  off  to  celebrate  their  wedding 
anniversary . The  festivities  took  the  shape 
of  an  informal  cocktail  party  at  Jack 
Dempsey’s,  with  Bernie  Brooks  and  Lt. 
Alvin  E.  Borkin  matching  drinks  with  the 
celebrants  . . . Although  Lew  Harris, 
treasurer  of  the  Biltmore,  is  a pappy  for 
the  first  time,  it’s  his  brother  “Bucky” 
of  RKO  who  seems  to  be  most  excited 
about  the  newcomer,  a girl. 


Jack  Cohn’s  son,  Ralph,  is  a pappy, 
which  makes  Jack  a grandaddy  for  the 
first  time  . . . Charles  E.  McCarthy  and 
Rodney  Bush  returned  from  the  coast  af- 
ter a rush  call  for  conferences  with  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  . . . Sylvia  Sewards,  C.  C.  Mos- 
kowitz’s  secretary,  has  joined  the  hegira 
Miami-bound.  Miss  Sewards  found  out 
the  sun  was  visiting  here  too  late  to  can- 
cel her  southern  jaunt  . . . Bernard  Brandt 
of  the  Brandt  clan  is  dusting  off  that 
Miami  tan  while  dodging  taxis  around 
Broadway  . . . Ben  Sherman  is  still  fond 
of  the  sand  down  Florida  way  . . . Joe 
Unger  liked  the  beaches  on  Miami  so 
much  he  didn’t  return  until  Thursday, 
while  Milt  Kusell  was  back  at  his  Para- 
mount desk  Monday  . . . A.  J.  Herman, 
Universal  district  manager,  spent  a few 
days  in  Washington  to  install  B.  B. 
Kreisler  as  acting  manager  and  talk  over 
plans  for  the  drive  for  Prank  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy. 

(Continued  on  page  32-D) 


Son  Charlie  Smiles  on  His  Own — 


Charles  C.  Moskowitz  in  a surprise 
birthday  party  at  the  Astor  given  by  ten 
Loew  district  managers,  who  invited  eight 
home  office  associates  to  join  in.  The  en- 
tire gathering,  seen  clockwise,  includes 
Mike  Rosen,  Gene  Meyers,  Charles  Moss, 
George  Schenck,  Larry  Beatus,  Harry  Mos- 
kowitz, Oscar  A.  Doob,  Marvin  (Brownie) 
Schenck,  just  arrived  from  Havana  and 
Miami,  Leopold  Friedman,  and,  standing, 
is  the  guest  of  honor;  then  Isidor  Prey, 
Gene  Picker,  Ernest  Emerling,  Samuel  H, 
Meinhold,  Maurice  Seidlitz,  Seymour  R. 
Mayer,  Dominick  P.  Barreca,  John  Mur- 
phy and  William  A,  Downs, 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

At  the  luncheon,  C.  C.  was  given  a scroll 
signed  by  the  district  managers.  He  ex- 
pressed his  appreciation  for  the  men  not 
going  through  the  trouble  offering  a gift. 
However,  when  the  guest  of  honor — 47 
now — returned  to  his  office,  he  found  a 
beautiful  six-piece  onyx  desk  set  await- 
ing him,  anyway. 

Colonel  E.  A.  Schiller,  basking  in  Miami 
sun,  observed  a birthday  on  the  same  day. 
He  wired  he  still  prefers  Hollywood  cli- 
mate to  Miami’s.  Flossie  Flynn  for  years 
and  years  chief  telephone  operator  in  the 
Loew  organization  was  the  third  celebrant 
of  the  day.  A birthday  for  her,  too. 
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pRANK  STORING,  manager  of  the  Lin- 
coln Theatre,  is  leaving  next  month  for 
an  extended  visit  in  Europe  . . . Max 
Karmitz  is  expected  to  take  over  the  State 
in  Radford  next  month  . . . The  Parent 
Teacher  Club  of  Westhampton  High 
School  is  now  holding  its  weekly  meetings 
in  the  parlor  of  the  Westhampton  Theatre 
. . . Charles  A.  Somma  and  Clarence  Rid- 
dick are  vacationing  in  Florida  ...  A 
son  was  born  to  Mrs.  John  Curtis  Cald- 
well, wife  of  the  manager  of  the  Lee, 
Appomattox  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  . . . 
Stuart  Atkinson  has  returned  to  work  at 
the  National  Theatre,  after  being  out  with 
a broken  arm. 

Elbert  Grover,  RKO  salesman,  has 
bought  a new  car  . . . The  lATSE  local 
had  its  annual  oyster  roast  at  Connell  and 
Miller’s  last  week  and  everything  except 
roast  oysters  were  served.  Boys  on  hand 
tor  the  festivities  included:  Howard  Pow- 
ers, Jolm  Doherty,  John  Leary,  Henry 
Saunders,  George  Crazier,  Louis  Magalis, 
Otis  Bugg,  Dan  Anderson,  Abner  Long, 
George  Daniels,  W.  B.  Fox,  Addie  Stewart, 
Stuart  Atkinson,  Jimmy  Mathews,  Jit 
Sickinger,  M.  S.  Moore,  Jim  Taylor,  Bill 
Hundley,  Trip  Caldwell,  Herbert  Hogwood, 
Walter  Nelson,  Bill  Butler,  M.  C.  Morris- 
ette,  Charlie  McCart,  Wencel  Syrouf,  Fred 
Armstrong,  Frank  Hayes,  Mack  Scar- 
borough and  Arthur  Deans. 

“Ecstasy,”  trimmed  of  three  minutes’ 
objectionable  scenes,  returned  to  the  Na- 
tional last  week  bearing  the  seal  of  the 
censor  board  . . . D.  H.  Covington,  man- 
ager of  the  Ashland  Theatre,  Ashland,  had 
a tieup  with  the  Home  Demonstration 
Club  recently  on  “That  Certain  Age”  . . . 
Louis  Magalis  has  replaced  Wilson  Hayes, 
projectionist  at  the  State,  who  went  to 
the  Veterans’  Hospital  in  Hampton  for 
treatments  . . . Miss  Dorothy  Shewbridge. 
secretary  to  Harold  Wood,  Neighborhood 
Theatres,  was  taken  sick  in  Washington 
during  the  convention  and  remained  in 
bed  for  several  weeks  . . . Norman  Wan- 
waring,  formerly  manager  of  Wilmer  and 
Vincent’s  National,  has  opened  a rooming 
house  out  on  the  Boulevard  . . . Ivan 
Rosenbaum,  booker  for  Neighborhood 
Theatres,  is  back  on  the  job  after  being  out 
with  the  grippe. 


Stockholders'  Attorneys 
File  for  Allowances 

New  York  — Attorneys  for  various 
minority  stockholders  in  the  Loew  suit 
over  the  weekend  filed  applications  with 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente 
for  allowances.  Emil  K.  Ellis,  chief  coun- 
sel, will  submit  his  Monday. 


Jack  Porte  Lights  Up 
Bronx  Opera  House 

New  York — After  being  closed  for  sev- 
eral months,  the  Bronx,  formerly  known 
as  the  Bronx  Opera  House,  has  reopened 
under  Jack  Porte,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  various  New  England  the- 
atres. 


Jack  Hynes  Shifted  by 
Shea  to  Youngstown,  O. 

New  York — Jack  Hynes,  formerly  in 
charge  of  the  three  M.  A.  Shea  houses  in 
Bradford,  Pa.,  the  Grand,  Shea’s  and  Ly- 
ceum, the  latter  now  dark,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  a similar  position  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  where  Shea  operates  the  Park  and 
Paramount  in  conjunction  with  Warners 
which  have  the  Warner.  Hynes  succeeds 
Joe  Shagrin  who  resigned  after  25  years 
with  the  Shea  circuit.  A successor  to 
Hynes  in  Bradford  will  be  named  shortly. 

E.  C.  Grainger,  general  manager  of  the 
circuit,  made  the  appointment  and  re- 
turns Monday  from  a two-week  swing  of 
the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  houses.  Jack 
Kearney,  film  buyer,  is  vacationing  in 
Miami. 

Wanger  Sees  Need 
For  Code  Revamp 

(Continued  from  page  28) 

signed  for  pure  entertainment.  He  con- 
ceded the  production  code  “functions  very 
well  in  the  case  of  escapist  pictures  for 
which  it  was  designed.”  However,  he  add- 
ed, “when  it  comes  to  the  occasional  pic- 
ture which  attempts  to  deal  with  actuality 
with  the  problems  that  afflict  our  modern 
world — all  is  confusion.  Democracy  de- 
pends upon  the  easy  and  prompt  dissemina- 
tion of  ideas  and  opinions.  The  motion 
picture  is  potentially  one  of  the  greatest 
weapons  for  the  safeguarding  of  democ- 
racy. But  if  it  is  hobbled  and  haltered — 
if  it  cannot  speak  truthfully  and  freely 
where  great  issues  are  involved — then  it 
can  be  a weapon  turned  against  democracy. 

“What  we  who  believe  in  our  democracy 
would  like  to  do  is  to  make  films  that 
would  counteract  these  totalitarian  ideol- 
ogies and  make  ours  more  effective  by 
using  the  truth  that  is  on  our  side.  I 
do  not  call  this  propaganda.  I call  this  a 
necessary  patriotic  service. 

“We  are  not  afraid  to  make  real  sacri- 
fices. We  don’t  want  money  out  of  Ger- 
many and  Italy.  In  order  to  keep  those 
markets  we  had  to  distort  our  productions 
to  conform  with  their  tribal  taboos.  Now 
that  we  have  withdrawn,  we  have  auto- 
matically freed  ourselves  from  the  nar- 
rowest censorship  with  which  we  had  to 
deal.  The  result  is  that  we  can  expand 
the  screen  and  more  than  make  up  our 
losses  by  the  increased  revenues  of  a more 
vital  product  in  the  home  market. 

“As  an  instance  of  the  kind  of  criticism 
we  are  faced  with  I should  like  to  quote 
from  an  important  trade  paper  which  de- 
nounced Hollywood  efforts  to  make  pic- 
tures dealing  with  world  problems  by  ac- 
cusing us  of  ‘turning  the  motion  picture 
theatre  into  a house  of  controversy.’  Yet 
the  motion  picture  is  a dramatic  medium 
and  what  is  the  essence  of  drama  if  it 
isn’t  controversy?  The  most  elementary 
drama,  a prize  fight,  is  a controversy  be- 
tween two  men  to  see  who  is  the  better.” 


A IIL  B AMY 

J^NTHONY  MINOZZI,  manager  of  the 
Colonial,  a Bernstein  house,  was  news- 
paper photoed  with  the  committee  arrang- 
ing a series  of  sales  days  observing  third 
anniversary  of  founding  of  Central  Ave- 
nue Civic  and  Merchants  Ass’n.  Minozzi 
was  one  of  association’s  organizers  and 
first  officer.  The  American,  a Warner 
Bros,  unit,  managed  by  Jack  Swarthout, 
uses  the  slogan  “Troy’s  Little  Theatre  of 
Big  Hits.”  It  was  the  only  Warner  the- 
atre of  the  area  advertising  Manager’s 
Week  in  press  copy. 

Proctor  theatre  building  in  Troy  will 
house  studios  of  WTRY,  a new  radio  sta- 
tion. Lease  signed  for  most  of  the  second 
floor.  Strand  theatre  building  in  Albany 
is  studio  home  of  WABY  and  is  adver- 
tised on  station  identifications.  Austin  R. 
Coulson,  superintendent  of  Albany  schools, 
and  a group  of  teachers  from  the  city’s 
four  high  schools,  accepted  the  invitation 
of  Oscar  Perrin,  manager  of  Fabian’s 
Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall,  to  attend  open- 
ing night  showing  of  ‘‘Grand  Illusion.” 
They  were  asked  to  be  guests  because  of 
French  film’s  educational  value  and  anti- 
war message.  Invitation  won  newspaper 
publicity. 

Jack  Bellman,  New  York  district 
manager  for  Republic,  visited  the  local 
branch  and  with  Manager  Bernard  H. 
Mills  sold  “The  Lone  Ranger,”  15  chap- 
ters, to  12  upstate  Warner  Bros,  houses. 
Max  Friedman  and  Joe  Weinstein  acted 
for  Warners.  Bellman  also  closed  with 
Fabian  circuit,  through  Division  Manager 
Lou  Golding  and  Booker  Joe  Shure,  for 
“The  Lone  Ranger”  series  in  five  theatres 
of  Albany,  Schenectady,  Cohoes  and  Cats- 
kill.  From  Albany,  Bellman  went  to  Utica 
to  visit  Harold  Lewis,  Harry  Savett  and 
Chris  Marks,  operators  of  a chain  of 
neighborhoods,  and  Charles  Gordon  at  the 
Olympic.  Buffalo  was  Bellman’s  next  stop. 

Morris  Schulman  has  closed  his  Clinton 
Theatre  in  Clinton,  seat  of  Hamilton  Col- 
lege. Said  that  the  students  gave  their 
patronage  to  houses  in  nearby  Utica — Clin- 
ton’s population  is  only  1,500.  Schulman 
also  operates  theatres  in  Vernon  and 
Clark  Mills  . . . George  Lynch,  chief  buyer 
for  Schine  circuit,  has  returned  to  Glovers- 
ville  from  Miami  . . . William  E.  Benton  of 
the  Benton  circuit  and  William  Smalley  of 
the  Smalley  chain,  also  have  been  resting 
at  the  Florida  resort,  according  to  Filmrow 
reports  . . . Margaret  Hawkins,  Republic 
booker,  is  back  on  the  fob  after  a brief 
illness. 


UMPTO  EHects  Discount 
Agreement  With  Altec 

Philadelphia — UMPTO  has  announced 
completion  of  a deal  with  Altec  granting 
UMPTO  members  in  eastern  Pennsylvania, 
southern  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  special 
discounts  on  purchases  of  equipment.  The 
arrangement  was  negotiated  by  Lewen 
Pizor,  UMPTO  president,  and  George  P. 
Aarons,  secretary.  They  said  benefits 
would  run  into  thousands  of  dollars,  but 
did  not  reveal  details  of  the  agreement. 
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Delay  Following 
Price  Cut  Lead 

Philadelphia  — Neighborhood  theatre 
owners  have  adopted  a policy  of  let’s- 
see-what-happens  before  changing  their 
prices  to  meet  the  price  slash  in  down- 
town Warner  theatres. 

The  new  Warner  schedule  went  into 
effect  over  the  weekend.  At  the  same 
time,  a policy  change  sent  the  Earle’s 
vaudeville  to  the  Pox,  made  the  Earle  a 
second-run  theatre,  boosted  the  Palace  to 
a first-run  house. 

At  press  time  only  one  independent 
theatre  had  taken  any  action.  That  was 
the  Fays,  vaudeville  and  film  house,  which 
cut  its  Saturday  and  holiday  admissions 
from  32  cents  matinee  and  57  cents  at 
night  to  26  and  42  cents,  same  prices  as 
weekdays.  The  Fays  made  no  other 
change. 

Independent  exhibitors,  who  discussed 
the  matter  off  the  record,  said  many  of  the 
cheaper  houses  would  like  to  make  cuts 
in  their  night  admissions,  but  are  deterred 
by  the  fear  exchanges  will  hold  them  to 
the  minimum  prices  stipulated  in  contracts 
or  refuse  to  give  them  films.  They  also 
fear,  it  was  said,  they  will  find  it  hard 
to  raise  prices  again  when  business  picks 
up. 

Other  exhibitors  expressed  confidence 
neighborhood  business  would  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  central  city  cut  because 
(1)  “prices  in  the  downtown  houses  are 
still  too  high,  even  after  the  cut;”  and  be- 
cause (2)  Warners  themselves  have  many 
neighborhood  theatres,  and  would  not 
logically  do  anything  to  compete  with  their 
own  houses.  Warner  neighborhood  the- 
atres were  not  included  in  the  price  re- 
duction. 

The  new  Warner  schedule  is  as  follows; 

Aldine,  Boyd,  Stanley,  Karlton  and 
Keith’s — Opening  to  1 p.  m.,  32  cents; 
1 to  6 p.  m.,  42  cents;  6 to  closing,  57 
cents;  children  15  and  25  cents;  Saturday 
same  price;  Sunday  same  except  for  omis- 
sion of  32  cent  tickets.  The  prices  former- 
ly were  37  cents  to  1 p.  m.;  57  cents  to 
6;  68  cents  to  closing,  and  68  and  75 
cents  weekends. 

The  Fox,  with  vaudeville,  same  as  above, 
with  68  cents  for  orchestra  seats  daily 
and  for  the  whole  house  Saturday  nights 
(formerly  37  cents,  57  cents,  68  cents  and 
75  cents) . 

The  Stanton  and  Earle — 26  cents,  32 
cents  and  42  cents  (formerly  57  cents  and 
68  cents  top). 

Palace,  showing  first  run  films — 26  cents 
and  42  cents. 

Personnel  changes  sent  William  Israel, 
Stanton  manager  to  the  Palace,  switching 
places  with  Elmer  Hollander;  Maurice 
Gable  from  the  Earle  to  the  Boyd,  chang- 
ing with  Stanley  Benford. 


Strike  Third  Week 

Wilmington,  Del. — The  strike  of  pro- 
jectionists Local  473,  against  the  New 
Rialto  Theatre,  first-run  downtown  in- 
dependent house,  has  entered  its  third 
week. 


PIHIIIIILADIEILPHIA 

TAMES  NEVISON  put  on  an  Americanism 
^ Week  rally  at  his  Grange  Theatre,  with 
big  representations  from  the  American 
Legion,  Vets  of  Foreign  Wars  and  U.  S. 
Army  . . . Manager  Barney  Cohen  of  the 
Lawndale  made  it  a regular  “home-com- 
ing week”  when  he  showed  “Orphans  of 
the  Street,”  Republic  picture  with  Buddy 
Baker,  15-year-old  boy  who  formerly  lived 
in  the  neighborhood.  Cohen  got  all  the 
people  of  the  section  out  to  see  the  local 
boy  in  pictures  . . . Clark  Film  Distribu- 
tors will  handle  products  of  the  Producers 
Film  Laboratory  in  this  territory. 

Simon  Libros  of  National  Penn  Print,  is 
in  Florida,  getting  over  his  recent  illness 
. . . Newest  in  giveaways  is  Dave  Moliver’s 
wrist  watches,  given  to  men  and  women 
for  30  admission  coupons.  He’s  trying  it 
out  in  his  own  Viola  Theatre  . . . Nat  War- 
shaw  moves  from  the  Stanton  to  the  Pal- 
ace, along  with  Bill  Israel  . . . Joe  Leon  is 
back  with  a Florida  tan  . . . Murray  Dia- 
mond’s family  is  vacationing  down  south. 
They’ll  return  to  find  he’s  leased  a new 
home  in  Wynne  field  . . . Leonard  Hetel- 
son.  Colonial,  out  house  hunting  with  his 
wife  . . . Sam  Waldman  and  Charles  Frank 
are  shopping  for  good  theatre  propositions. 

Max  Steinhouse,  Overbrook,  says  he  and 
she  have  set  the  date — March  9 — for  the 
altar  march  . . . Norman  “Nooky”  Beckett 
last  week  celebrated  the  14th  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  his  cigar  store  at  13th 
and  Vine  . . . Charles  Harris,  Charles  Ehr- 
lich, Lou  Foxman  and  Lou  Schlaifer  are 
all  together  now  in  their  new  premium 
place  at  1313  Vine  . . . Charles  Goldfine, 
Alden,  who  is  six  feet  six  and  has  a heart 
proportionately  big,  did  an  unpublicized 
good  turn  the  other  day.  Seeing  a shoe 
store  going  out  of  business,  he  bought  up 
several  hundred  pairs,  and  gave  them  to 
schools  and  churches  for  distribution  to 
poor  kids  of  the  East  Falls  section. 

Washington’s  birthday  plus  splendid 
weather  meant  a real  holiday  boom  for 
theatres  . . . The  Fox  will  make  a 15- 
minute  iveekly  broadcast  over  KYW  when 
its  stage  shows  get  underway  . . . Movie 
stars  in  town  include  Katharine  Hepburn, 
appearing  in  Barry’s  “The  Philadelphia 
Story;”  Betty  Furness  and  Phillips  Holmes, 
in  Odets’  “Golden  Boy.”  Walter  Huston  is 
on  the  way  here  with  “Knickerbocker 
Holiday.” 

“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,”  banned  by 
the  New  York  state  board  of  censorship, 
got  by  the  Pennsylvania  censors  without 
even  a cut  ...  A 42-year-old  postoffice 
clerk  was  picked  up  by  G-men  for  send- 
ing “spiritual  letters”  to  Ann  Sothern. 
film  lovely  . . . Part  of  the  building  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  13th  and  Vine  has 
been  condemned.  The  UMPTO-ites  on  the 
second  floor  might  find  the  roof  taken 
right  off  from  over  them. 

James  P.  Clark,  head  of  Horlacher  De- 
livery Service,  and  Ted  Schlanger,  War- 
ner, have  been  named  co-chairmen  of  the 
entertainment  division  of  the  Vriited 
Campaign.  On  the  committee  are  Oscar 
Neufeld,  Jay  Emmanuel,  Earle  Sweigert, 
Sam  Schwartz,  Lewen  Pizor,  George 
Aarons,  Abe  Einstein,  Ben  Fertel,  Morris 
Wax,  David  Yaffe,  Sam  Gross,  Milton 
Rogasner. 


State  Sales  Levy 
In  N.  Y.  Hopper 

Albany — New  York  State  theatres, 
which  face  the  threat  of  additional  taxes 
in  a number  of  bills  and  proposals  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature,  may  be  con- 
fronted with  a two  per  cent  sales  levy. 
Senator  John  McNaboe,  New  York,  has 
introduced  the  Fearon  bill  of  1934.  One 
paragraph  states  that  the  term  “facili- 
ties” shall  “include,  without  excluding 
other  facilities,  admission  to  any  place  of 
amusement,  or  entertainment,  and/or  per- 
formances of  any  kind  or  character.”  The 
terms  “gross  receipts”  or  “receipts”  is  de- 
fined to  include  “the  amount  received 
by  a person  for  services  and  facilities  in 
promoting  by  advertising  or  otherwise  the 
business  of  another  or  others,  and  the 
amount  received  by  publishers  from  the 
sale  of  advertising.” 

Receipts  from  the  sale  of  newspapers 
are  among  the  exemptions.  Separate  cash 
sales  of  less  than  five  cents  are  another. 
So  are  receipts  from  the  sale  and  rental 
of  real  property,  but  not  including  com- 
missions or  other  compensation  for  ser- 
vices in  connection  with  such  sale  or 
rental. 

The  Republicans  probably  will  introduce 
a sales  tax  bill  of  their  own.  Chances 
for  the  adoption  of  such  legislation  are 
fairly  bright.  It  would  be  a substitute 
for  Governor  Lehman’s  proposed  state 
levy  on  realty,  etc.,  and  a lightener  of 
the  relief  load.  Ninety  per  cent  of  the 
revenue,  under  the  McNaboe  measime, 
would  be  returned  to  localities. 


Would  Simplify  Juvenile 
Admission  Restrictions 

Albany — In  an  attempt  to  clear  up  the 
confusion  now  existing  in  state  laws  re- 
garding the  admission  of  children  (under 
16)  to  theatres.  Assemblyman  Butler  of 
Buffalo  is  sponsoring  a bill  backed  by 
the  Children’s  Aid  Society  of  his  home 
city.  It  would  permit  children  to  attend, 
without  a parent,  guardian,  etc.,  theatres 
which  have  matrons  on  duty,  but  no  oth- 
ers. The  measure  also  would  render  the 
statutes  uniform.  At  present,  one  section 
makes  unlawful  the  admission  of  children 
unless  they  are  accompanied  by  a parent, 
guardian  or  other  authorized  person.  An- 
other section  allows  such  admittance  when 
matrons  are  on  duty. 

The  bill  also  would  remove  the  misde- 
meanor provision  from  the  statute  books. 

New  Schine  Rochester 
Corporation  Formed 

Albany — Schine  Rochester  Corp.  has  re- 
ceived from  the  secretary  of  state  a char- 
ter to  conduct  a theatrical  business.  Prin- 
cipal office  of  the  new  corporation  is  in 
Gloversville.  Capital  stock  is  10  shares, 
no  par  value.  Incorporators  are;  R.  E. 
Wallace,  43  First  Ave.,  and  Mark  Benja- 
min, 29  Clyde  St.,  Gloversville;  Alton  F, 
Dockstader,  128  Hoosac  St.,  Johnstown. 
Wallace  owns  four  shares;  Benjamin  and 
Dockstader  each  own  three.  Howard  Ant- 
evil,  40  No.  Main  St.,  Gloversville,  filed. 
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(Continued  from  page  32-A) 

Emile  Boreo,  comedian,  is  an  II  de 
France  arrival.  He  has  several  engage- 
ments lined  up  hereabouts  . . . Roy  H. 
Haines  has  been  covering  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Detroit  and  Buffalo  exchanges 
in  the  last  week  . . . Robert  Smeltzer, 
central  district  mmiager  for  Warner,  loith 
headquarters  in  Washington,  spent  a day 
in  town  and  then  headed  for  Philadel- 
phia for  a stopover  en  route  home  . . . 
Ralph  Rainger  and  Leo  Robin,  song  wri- 
ters, are  making  up  a lot  of  notes  for 
tunes  in  “Gulliver’s  Travels,”  the  first 
feature-length  cartoon  Max  Fleischer  is 
making  at  Miami. 

George  Dembow  is  due  back  from  the 
coast  March  1,  after  stopovers  at  various 
National  Screen  exchanges  . . . Austin  C. 
Keough,  chief  Paramount  counsel,  turns  a 
longing  eye  toward  Floridian  shores,  but 
what  with  the  North  Dakota  and  Dallas 
cases  absorbing  his  attention  it  looks  as 
if  he’ll  have  to  compromise  on  a weekend 
at  Atlantic  City  . . . Harry  Moskowitz 
spent  the  weekend  in  Baltimore  to  look 
over  Loew’s  Theatre  there  . . . Leopold 
Friedman  couldn’t  get  back  from  Boston 
in  time  to  join  C.  C.  Moskowitz  on  the 
links  at  Milburn  Country  Club,  at  Bald- 
win, L.  I.,  last  Saturday,  so  the  match  play 
was  held  the  following  day.  It  was  the 
spring  urge  which  prompted  the  excava- 
tion job  on  the  golf  course  by  no  better 
ditch  diggers  than  Friedman  and  Mosko- 
witz . . . Tom  Kennedy  has  succeeded 
Hank  Linet  on  Shoumien’s  Trade  Review 
as  associate  editor  and  assistant  to 
“Chick”  Lewis  . . . Marvin  Schenck  is  back 
from  Havana  and  Miami  with  a tan  two 
shades  darker  than  Bob  Rubin’s,  but 
nowhere  near  that  of  Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
. . . Jimmy  Sileo’s  11 -year-old  daughter, 
Gloria,  related  her  experiences  in  Spain 
at  the  outbreak  of  war  over  WMCA  the 
other  night  as  the  guest  of  Frankie  Bash. 

At  the  El  Chico,  C.  C.  Moskowitz  en- 
joying the  floor  show  with  a party  of 
friends  . . . Still  as  graceful  as  ever,  Mae 
Murray  doing  the  rhumba  with  an  escort. 
The  orchestra  plays  “The  Merry  Widow 
Waltz”  in  her  honor,  but  she  sits  it  out 
. . . Mary  Shannon,  who  has  a Phi  Beta 
Kappa  key  from  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington, is  now  handling  publicity  under 
Louise  Rousseau’s  direction  at  Pathe  News 
. . . Walter  J.  Hutchinson  is  back  from 
a Florida  vacation  . . . Al  Wilkie  over  at 
the  Loew’s  building  for  his  weekly  hair 
shampoo  . . . Jerome  Jackson,  Warner 
production  executive  at  the  Teddington 
studios  in  England,  is  here  for  confer- 
ences with  Sam  E.  Morris  . . . RKO  Pathe 
Director  Frank  Donovan  is  in  Canada. 


Demands  Three  Millions 
For  lATSE  Case  Truce 

Hollywood — The  Motion  Picture  Tech- 
nicians Committee  tossed  a bombshell 
into  the  I ATSE -national  labor  relations 
board  entanglement  here  by  asking  $3,- 
000,000  as  the  price  of  a settlement  of  its 
case  against  the  lATSE.  The  Committee, 
a “rebel”  union,  charges  that  the  lATSE 
is  company-controlled  and  that  it  violates 
the  Wagner  act. 


A Citizenship  Award 
To  James  P,  Clark 

Philadelphia — James  P.  Clark,  head  of 
Horlacher  Delivery  Service,  was  awarded 
the  Showmen  Club’s  first  annual  service 
award  in  ceremonies  at  the  St.  James 
Hotel. 

An  inscribed  scroll  cited  him  as  being 
the  member  of  the  show  business  who  has 
made  the  greatest  “contribution  to  the  joy 
and  well-being  of  life  in  Philadelphia.” 

Clark  is  a member  of  the  Delaware 
River  Joint  Commission,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Film  Carriers  and 
past  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  President’s  Birthday 
BaU  Committee,  won  fame  as  labor  media- 
tor in  the  big  Philco  Radio  strike,  and  is 
now  co-chairman  of  the  entertainment  di- 
vision of  the  United  Campaign. 

The  scroll  was  presented  by  James 
Keeney  (Cecil  Pennyfeather) , Record 
columnist  and  president  of  the  Pen  and 
Pencil  Club.  He  lauded  Clark  for  hav- 
ing set  “an  ideal  of  service  as  a test  of 
citizenship.” 

Fire  Marshal  Jacob  S.  Clinton,  present 
at  the  meeting,  thanked  movie  men  for 
helping  make  Philadelphia  an  almost 
“fireless”  city.  The  city  had  the  lowest 
rate  in  the  United  States  last  year  for 
fires  in  public  amusement  places,  he  said. 


. REVIEW 


FLASHES  • 


BLONDIE  MEETS  THE  BOSS  (Col)— Sparkling 
iamily  entertainment  which  maintains  the 
excellent  standard  of  the  first  in  the  series, 
continuing  the  adventures  of  the  popular 
comic  strip  characters  and  laden  with 
laughs.  Should  win  increased  patronage 
for  the  series.  Robert  Sparks  produced; 
Frank  Strayer  directed. 

SKY  PIRATE  (Mono) — In  which  the  “Tailspin 
Tommy"  series  takes  off  and  zooms  to 
entertainment  levels  which  score  a direct 
hit  for  this  initiator  and  presages  same  for 
successors.  Made  to  measure  for  juveniles 
and  has  plenty  of  punch  for  adult  action 
fans.  Paul  Malvern  produced;  George 
Wagner  directed. 

SOVIET  BORDER  (Amkino)— Only  for  the 
more  devout  followers  of  Russian  films.  An 
exciting  theme  dealing  with  Japanese  ag- 
gression in  the  Soviet  Far  East  is  dispelled 
by  some  tiresome  footage  in  the  major 
portions  of  the  picture.  A.  G.  Ivanov  di- 
rected. 

WILL  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  THE  (SR)— The  tragic 
implications  of  the  Spanish  struggle  are 
forcibly  conveyed  in  this  documentary 
compilation  from  the  government's  film 
archives  and  newsreel  clips.  The  com- 
mentary by  Producer  Louis  Frank  is  equally 
persuasive  and  stirring. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


These  Answers  Won 
The  Movie  Quiz 

(Continued  from  page  25) 

“Sons  of  the  Legion” — Hardware. 

“Too  Hot  to  Handle” — Paris. 

“Valley  of  the  Giants” — To  release  the 
water  so  his  company  can  float  its  logs 
down  the  river. 

“Campus  Confessions” — ^Basketball. 

“Fugitives  for  a Night” — 17  Black. 

“Last  Express” — Hand  grenade. 

“Youth  Takes  a Fling” — Napkins. 

“Four  Daughters” — Orchids. 

“Listen  Darling” — Mary  Astor. 

“Time  Out  for  Murder”  — Meridian 
7-1212. 

“Wanted  by  the  Police” — He  feared  he 
would  go  to  jail  if  he  quit. 

“Drums” — Slange. 

“Girls’  School” — Because  Nan  has  ac- 
cused Anne  of  stealing. 

“King  of  Alcatraz” — As  a woman. 

“Mr.  Wong,  Detective” — He  suspected  it 
was  the  remains  of  a poison  gas  receptacle. 

“Road  to  Reno” — Glenda  Farrell. 

“Room  Service” — Typewriter  and  valise. 

“Stablemates” — $1.00. 

“Submarine  Patrol” — Munitions. 

“Crime  Takes  a Holiday” — District  at- 
torney. 

“Garden  of  the  Moon” — When  not  in 
use  turn  off  the  juice. 

“Meet  the  Girls” — Aboard  the  ocean 
liner. 

“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” — Be- 
cause she’s  through  with  her  boy  friend 
and  his  smug  family. 

“Broadway  Musketeers” — So  they  could 
not  testify  at  a murder  trial. 

“The  Comet” — A picture. 

“Touchdown  Army” — A cat. 

“Vacation  From  Love” — A stranger  ob- 
jected. 

“Arkansas  Traveler”  — An  itinerant 
printer. 

“Great  Waltz” — At  Dommayer’s  casino. 

“Straight,  Place  and  Show” — Playboy. 

“There  Goes  My  Heart” — Working  in 
Butterfield’s  department  store. 

“Cowboy  and  the  Lady” — They  make  a 
blind  date. 

“Men  With  Wings” — Reporter. 

“The  Sisters” — In  my  merry  Oldsmobile. 

“Swing  That  Cheer” — A leg. 

“Girls  on  Probation” — Free 

“Mysterious  Mr.  Moto” — Two  o’clock. 

“Mysterious  Rider” — ^In  a Denver  jail. 

“Young  Doctor  Kildare” — He  withheld 
the  truth  about  the  ambulance  situation. 

“Brother  Rat” — The  U.  S.  government. 

“Suez” — A simoon. 

“Sweethearts” — A potted  orange  tree. 

“Thoroughbred” — A daughter  of  show 
people. 

“Mad  Miss  Manton” — The  next  time 
you’ll  be.  in  it. 

“Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off” — Submarine  and 
parachute  plays. 


Hobart  Bosworth  111 

St.  Louis — Hobart  Bosworth,  veteran 
motion  picture  star  who  came  to  St.  Louis 
to  judge  a talent  contest  for  RKO  is  seri- 
ously ill  at  the  Deaconess  Hospital. 
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STAGE  IS  IN  READINESS  FOR  BIG  PROGRAM 
BY  ITO  OF  WEST  VIRGINIA  ON  FEBRUARY  28 


Col.  H.  A.  Cole  to  Address 
Gathering;  Banquet  for 
Dortic  and  Dunbar 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — The  stage  is  set  for 
what  is  expected  to  be  the  largest  motion 
picture  trade  affair  ever  presented  in  the 
mountain  state.  From  near  and  far  in- 
dependent theatre  owners  are  coming  here 
for  the  big  double-feature  event  of  Tues- 
day, February  28,  at  the  Waldo  Hotel. 
Probably  the  greatest  thing  that  has.  ever 
happened  to  the  independent  exhibitors 
in  the  state  of  West  Virginia  is  the  sched- 
uled appearance  of  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  na- 
tional president  of  the  Allied  States  Ass’n 
of  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors. 

Reservations  Pour  In 

The  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of 
West  Virginia  announced  last  week  the 
acceptance  of  Col.  Cole  to  address  an 
afternoon  meeting  of  exhibitors  and  a ban- 
quet in  the  evening. 

Reservations  for  Tuesday’s  meeting  and 
banquet  have  been  pouring  in  from  all  parts 
of  West  Virginia,  and  from  Ohio  and  west- 
ern Pennsylvania. 

Richard  Marks,  vice-president  of  the 
ITO  of  W.  Va.,  is  in  charge  of  the  ban- 
quet which  will  honor  Charles  Dortic, 
Grand  National  branch  manager  at  Pitts- 
burgh, and  Robert  Dunbar,  Pittsburgh 
office  manager  for  Vitagraph. 

Both  Dortic  and  Dunbar  are  veteran 


Will  Be  Honored — 

Robert  Dunbar,  Pittsburgh  branch 
manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  who  will 
be  honored  at  the  ITO  of  West  Vir- 
ginia banquet  Tuesday  in  Clarksburg . 


Featured  Speaker — 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of  national 
Allied  and  of  the  Texas  unit,  who  will 
be  the  featured  speaker  at  the  ITO  of 
West  Virginia  meeting  in  Clarksburg , 
W.  Va.,  Tuesday. 


film  sales  representatives  in  West  Virginia 
and  each  have  many  friends  in  the  trade 
here. 

The  meeting  at  1 o’clock  and  the  ban- 
quet at  7 o’clock  will  bring  under  one  roof 
the  largest  motion  picture  industry  crowd 
ever  assembled  in  the  mountain  state.  The 
banquet  room  is  being  gayly  decorated 
for  the  special  occasion  and  a program 
of  entertainment  is  being  arranged. 

R.  J.  “Riney”  Hiehle,  president  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Chain 
Store  Tax  Killed 

Harrisburg — Pound  to  be  “unreasonable, 
arbitrary  and  capricious,”  the  Pennsyl- 
vania chain  store  tax  has  been  declared 
invalid  by  the  Dauphin  county  court.  The 
legislature  enacted  the  bill  in  1937  and 
it  was  signed  by  Former  Governor  Earle. 

In  handing  down  the  decision,  the  court 
held  the  graduation  of  taxes  on  stores 
from  $1  for  a single  unit  to  $500  a unit 
in  chains  of  500  or  more  stores,  theatres 
or  gasoline  stations  to  be  “unreasonable, 
arbitrary  and  capricious.” 

The  tax  law  had  been  virtually  inef- 
fective because  of  preliminary  injunc- 
tions granted  since  1937  to  Stanley  Co.  of 
America,  Warner  and  other  chain  organi- 
zations. 


Reports  on  Legislation  Will 
Be  Made  at  Meeting's 
Earlier  Sessions 

ITO  of  W.  Va.,  will  preside  at  the  after- 
noon business  session.  Many  important 
subjects  will  be  discussed.  Events  in  the 
legislature  will  be  exposed  and  up-to-the- 
minute  reports  on  legislative  matters  will 
be  announced. 

Col.  Cole  will  give  an  inside  story  of  what 
is  happening  between  producer-distributor 
and  exhibitor.  It  is  expected  that  his  re- 
marks will  be  of  unusual  interest.  He  was 
scheduled  to  leave  his  home  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  Saturday,  so  that  he  could  be  pres- 
ent at  this  meeting. 

Danny  Davis,  ITO  secretary,  stated  last 
week  that  the  “spotlight”  of  the  entire  na- 
tion would  be  focus, ed  on  the  ITO  meet- 
ing February  28. 

From  Pittsburgh  will  come  a special  bus 
with  exhibitors  and  film  distributors.  Many 
other  western  Pennsylvania  exhibitors  are 
driving  to  Clarksburg.  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
president  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  who 
has  recently  been  appointed  by  Col.  Cole 
as  East-Central  vice-president  of  national 
Allied,  will  be  among  those  present.  Every 
Pittsburgh  film  exchange  and  supply  house 
will  be  represented  by  district  managers, 
branch  managers,  office  managers,  sales- 
men and  bookers,  and  it  is  expected  that 
several  New  York  executives  will  be  on 
hand. 


He  Will  Too— 

Also  to  be  honored  at  the  ITO  of  West 
Virginia  banquet  Tuesday  in  Clarks- 
burg will  be  Charles  Dortic,  Pittsburgh 
branch  jnanager  for  Grand  National. 
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Show  Business  Marches  On— 


Cleveland — Last  year’s  boxoffice,  like 
last  year's  hats,  are  always  a shock.  But 
a comparison  of  the  boxoffice  of  1908 
compared  to  the  boxoffice  of  1939  tells  in 
its  own  medium  of  pictures,  the  story  of 
the  progress  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. 

How  many  in  Cleveland  remember  the 
old  Auditorium  Theatre  of  1908?  It  was 
located  on  Ontario  St.,  near  Huron  Road. 
And  it  was  the  second  motion  picture 
theatre  to  break  on  the  local  amusement 
horizon.  The  first  one  was  the  American. 
It  was  on  West  Sixth  St.,  and  it  was  run 
by  Lee  Chapman,  now  salesman  for  Mono- 
gram Pictures. 

This  photo  of  the  old  Auditorium  was 
rescued  from  the  archives  of  ancient  times 
by  Joe  Leavitt,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
Independent  Screen  Room  in  the  Film 
Bldg.  Leavitt  was  the  motion  picture 
operator  at  the  Auditorium.  The  owner 
of  the  house  was  Louis  J.  Selznick  (his 
name  was  Selznick  at  that  time),  and 
Harry  Pazo  was  the  manager.  Mr.  Pazo 
retired  from  the  picture  business  long  ago 
and  was  in  the  jewelry  business  somewhere 
in  Indiana  when  last  heard  from.  Mr. 
Selznick  died  a long  time  ago. 

The  Auditorium,  Leavitt  tells  us,  had 
150  seats — regular  opera  chairs,  not 


kitchen  chairs.  Admission  for  all  shows 
was  five  cents,  as  shown  at  the  boxoffice. 
There  were  no  film  exchanges  in  Cleveland 
in  1908.  Pittsburgh  was  the  nearest  dis- 
tribution center,  and  all  pictures  shown  at 
the  Auditorium  had  to  be  shipped  into 
Cleveland. 

What  did  the  public  see  for  five  cents? 
It  saw  a half  a reel  of  film.  It  was  a fif- 
teen minute  show  and  the  reel  was  run 
slowly  to  drag  it  out  that  long.  Program 
was  changed  twice  a week. 

In  1908  the  style  of  boxoffice  architec- 
ture turned  to  arches.  Note  the  lighted 
arch  directly  over  the  boxoffice,  the 
arched  boxoffice  windows,  the  arched  dis- 
play boxes  on  the  side  walls.  Then  com- 
pare the  photo  with  that  of  the  newest 
motion  picture  theatre  to  be  built  in  the 
area — the  Geauga  Theatre  at  Chardon, 
by  L.  M.  Smith.  Straight  lines  appear 
everywhere  in  the  Geauga  where  curves 
appeared  in  the  old  Auditorium.  The  new 
type  of  structure,  which  was  designed  by 
the  F&Y  Construction  Co.  of  Coliunbus, 
follows  classic  lines. 

Change  does  not  always  mean  progress, 
but  the  change  of  boxoffice  styles  in  1908 
to  that  of  1939  clearly  reflects  the  prog- 
ress in  motion  pictures  and  the  artistic 
value  of  the  motion  picture  theatre. 


Pittsburgh  Area  Is  Second 
In  Theatre  Construction 


By  R.  F.  KLINGENSMITH 

Pittsburgh  — Territorial  reports  on 
property  improvement  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  for  1938  as  published 
in  the  Boxoffice  Barometer  shows  that 
more  money  was  expended  for  new  the- 
atres and  remodeling  in  the  Pittsburgh 
trade  area  than  in  any  other  film  terri- 
tory, with  the  exception  of  the  state  of 
New  York. 

New  theatre  construction  and  remodel- 
ing in  the  local  territory  last  year  cost 
around  $2,425,000. 

In  western  Pennsylvania  new  theatres 
cost  more  than  $1,300,000. 

Remodeling  and  modernization  of  other 
theatres  in  western  Pennsylvania  cost 
more  than  $425,000. 


For  the  trade  area  in  West  Virginia 
served  from  Pittsburgh,  about  the  same 
amount  of  money  was  expended  for  new 
theatres  as  was  expended  for  moderniza- 
tion of  older  established  houses  in  west- 
ern Pennsylvania,  being  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $425,000.  Remodeling  of  West 
Virginia  theatres  cost  more  than  $240,000. 

Thirty  new  theatres  were  added  in 
western  Pennsylvania  and  ten  new  the- 
atres were  constructed  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia area  serviced  with  film  from  this 
city. 

More  than  40  western  Pennsylvania 
theatres  were  remodeled  during  the  year, 
and  about  ten  West  Virginia  theatres  un- 
derwent extensive  modernization. 

The  costs  estimated  here  have  been 


checked  from  various  available  sources 
and  do  not  include  approximate  costs  of 
theatres  announced,  or  contemplated  for 
construction,  of  which  there  are  many. 

Boxoffice  Barometer  published  the 
Pittsburgh  report  in  six  lines  of  type,  but 
it  occupied  a Boxoffice  reporter  for  a 
week  in  preparing  this  material. 

Remodeling  Job  Nets 
Freedom  a Theatre 

Freedom,  Pa. — George  C.  Davis  and  Wal- 
ter Urling,  circuit  operators,  have  re- 
modeled an  old  hotel  property  here,  in- 
stalled a new  front,  remodeled  the  lobby 
and  erected  a new  auditorium  building  in 
the  rear  of  the  old  property,  with  the  re- 
sult a new  modem  theatre,  named  the 
Freedom,  has  been  opened.  Seating  capac- 
ity is  around  500.  Complete  interior  and 
exterior  of  the  old  building  has  been  re- 
modeled and  modernized. 

C.  J.  Vogel  was  the  architect  and  builder. 
Seating  and  lighting  arrangements  are 
unique.  Trade  friends  attended  the  open- 
ing Tuesday  evening.  In  the  days  of 
“silent”  pictures  there  were  three  theatres 
in  this  community. 

Third  Warner  Theatre  at 
Martinshurg  Planned 

Pittsburgh — Warner  Bros,  will  have  a 
third  theatre  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  hav- 
ing recently  started  remodeling  an  old 
theatre  there  which  has  been  dark  for  a 
long  period. 

Another  building  at  Martinsburg  is  be- 
ing remodeled  for  use  as  a theatre  for  a 
Mr.  Ponton.  The  latter  is  an  exhibitor 
at  Richmond,  Va. 

The  Warner  house  will  be  opened  within 
two  weeks  and  the  new  independent  the- 
atre wiU  be  ready  for  opening  in  late 
March. 

Joe  Castorelli  Acquires 
House  at  Canfield,  O. 

Pittsburgh — Joe  Castorelli,  former  Belle 
Vernon  and  Suterville  exhibitor,  who  has 
been,  operating  the  Plaza,  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  for  a number  of  months,  has  ac- 
quired the  Canfield  Theatre,  Canfield, 
Ohio.  Formerly  operated  by  the  Com- 
munity of  Canfield  and  closed  for  several 
months,  Castorelli  was  to  reopen  the 
house  late  this  week,  he  told  a Boxoffice 
reporter. 


Drops  Lottery  Charge 

Louisville,  Ky. — Dismissal  of  an  indict- 
ment charging  two  Madisonville  druggists 
with  giving  “lucky  number”  tickets  and 
cash  prizes  follows  last  week’s  ruling  by 
Circuit  Judge  Charles  H.  Wilson,  who 
held  as  unconstitutional  the  state  laws 
governing  lotteries. 


Finish  ‘'Hell's  Kitchen" 

Hollywood — “Hell’s  Kitchen,”  with  the 
Dead  End  kids,  wasi  completed  this  week 
by  Warner  Bros. 


"Law"  Into  Production 

Hollywood — “Within  the  Law,”  from 
the  Bayard  Veiller  stage  play,  has  been 
put  into  production  at  Metro. 
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Active  Program  bg 
Davis  and  Urling 

Farrell,  Pa. — Old  Strand  Theatre  here, 
dark  for  about  seven  years,  will  be  re- 
modeled and  modernized  for  early  open- 
ing by  the  Davis  and  Urling  theatre  in- 
terests, tri-state  operators.  Work  on  the 
rehabilitation  is  now  under  way  and  all 
new  equipments  and  fixtures  will  be  in- 
stalled. 


Pittsburgh  — Reports  here  for  several 
weeks  have  linked  the  Davis  and  Urling 
circuit  with  a proposed  new  theatre  enter- 
prise for  Clairton.  Plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  the  reclamation  of  the  aban- 
doned Clairton  theatre  project  of  more 
than  a decade  ago.  It  is  understood  that 
most  of  the  steel  has  withstood  the 
weather  despite  the  fact  that  a roof  was 
never  erected.  The  original  project  plans 
were  for  a large  capacity  theatre,  but  fi- 
nancial difficulties  were  encountered  and 
construction  was  stopped.  Litigations  fol- 
lowed through  the  years  after  the  project 
was  abandoned.  Numerous  plans  have 
been  evolved  to  complete  the  building  but 
they  have  never  been  followed  through. 
There  is  no  confirmation  from  Davis  and 
Urling  regarding  their  plans  for  a the- 
atre at  Clairton. 


Anderson  Remodeling  at 
Kingwood  and  Salem 

Kingwood,  W.  Va. — Charles  E.  Ander- 
son of  the  Alpine  Theatre  circuit,  with 
general  offices  here,  is  occupied  with  the 
complete  remodeling  and  modernization  of 
two  theatres,  one  at  Salem,  W.  Va.,  and 
the  other  here. 

Local  Alpine  Theatre  is  having  10  feet 
added  to  the  front  and  10  feet  added  to 
the  rear  of  the  building,  increasing  the 
seating  capacity  of  the  auditorium  which 
is  being  newly  decorated.  Cooling  sys- 
tem is  being  installed.  New  rest  rooms 
are  being  constructed  and  new  fixtures 
include  seats  and  lighting  system.  A 
Spanish  design  front  is  being  installed. 

Alpine,  Salem,  is  being  modernized  with 
a glass  front  and  new  marquee  and  the 
seating  capacity  is  to  be  increased  to  485 
by  an  addition  of  15  feet  in  the  rear  of 
the  building.  Entire  cooling  plant,  light- 
ing system  and  rest  rooms  included  in  the 
renovations. 

Both  remodeling  jobs  will  be  completed 
by  mid-March,  according  to  Anderson. 
A.  & S.  Steinberg,  Inc.,  have  the  complete 
contracts  for  both  theatres. 


Start  Construction  on  New 
Theatre  at  Painesville 

Painesville,  Ohio  — Construction  of 
Painesville’s  new  1,000-seat  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  has  been  started  by  contrac- 
tors. The  L-shaped  building  is  being  built 
for  A.  G.  Schwartz  and  J.  H.  Shulman  of 
Cleveland  who  operate  the  Park  and 
Utopia  theatres  here  and  the  Lyric  The- 
atre at  nearby  Pairport. 


J|D  LEBBY  was  back  on  the  job  for  RKO 

after  undergoing  an  operation  . . . Chas. 
Vaveris,  formerly  employed  with  his 
brother  Gus  in  the  theatre  business  at 
Johnstown,  has  been  on  the  sick  list  in 
Altoona  . . . Sympathy  to  the  Richman 
brothers,  local  exhibitors,  on  the  loss  of 
their  brother  Abe,  54,  who  passed  away 
several  weeks  ago.  The  deceased  had 
formerly  been  employed  at  the  Century- 
Family  Theatre  . . . Jake  Richman  was 
expected  to  return  this  week  from  Cali- 
fornia where  he  vacationed  for  his  health 
for  the  past  several  months. 

George  Tice  was  handed  a $25  bonus 
check  the  other  day  as  national  winner  of 
the  second  2nd  week  period  in  the  sale  of 
serials  in  the  Personal  Achievement  Cam- 
paign of  Columbia  Pictures. 

Charles  Nolte,  veteran  stagedoorman  at 
the  Stanley,  is  confined  to  West  Penn  Hos- 
pital . . . Ann  McGee,  head  inspectress  at 
the  Columbia  exchange  for  12  years,  un- 
derwent a serious  operation  at  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital  last  week  . . . “Wings  of  the 
Navy,”  now  on  view  at  Loew’s  Penn,  will 
be  screened  for  hundreds  of  members  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Chapter  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution  at  the  organiza- 
tion’s annual  banquet,  February  22  . . . 
Enright  Theatre’s  fifth  anniversary  of  the 
Saturday  Kiddie  shows  will  be  celebrated 
March  4. 

Tivo  gimmen  forced  their  way  into  the 
office  of  the  Buena  Vista  Amusement  Co., 
Warrington  avenue,  Tuesday  morning,  and 
compelled  Mildred  Buechel,  24,  employed 
there,  to  open  the  safe,  which  they  ran- 
sacked of  $250. 

Max  Arnold,  until  recently  operator  of 
the  New  Melba  Theatre,  Lincoln  avenue, 
is  looking  around  for  another  house  . . . 
Jack  Mapel,  Point  Marion  exhibitor  who 
was  a recent  guest  at  a Variety  Club  Fam- 
ily Night  party,  reports  that  his  news- 
paper business  has  been  improving.  In 
addition  to  his  publishing  interests  and 
the  theatre.  Jack  is  devoting  a lot  to  time 
to  chess  . . . M.  N.  Shapiro  and  Peter 
Quiter  v/ere  in  charge  of  the  Variety  Club 
shut-in  show  at  the  local  Kingsley  House, 
Thursday  evening;  John  T.  McGreevey 
and  Ray  Downey  will  look  after  a similar 
show  February  21  at  the  Vincentian 
Home,  Perrysville,  and  Jake  Soltz  and  C. 
C.  Kellenberg  will  be  in  charge  of  another 
show  at  the  Soho  Community  House  on 
February  23.  Variety  Club  furnished  a 
show  at  St.  Basil’s  Convent,  Carrick,  last 
week. 

Many  exhibitors  and  Filmrow  folks  are 
planning  to  attend  the  charity  hockey 
games,  Tuesday  evening,  February  21,  at 
Duquesne  Garden,  proceeds  of  which  go  to 
the  fund  for  buying  shoes  for  poor  chil- 
dren as  sponsored  by  the  Society  of  St. 
Vincent  De  Paul. 

Henry  Ravick  has  opened  a Filmrow 
show  room  for  his  National  Theatrical 
Valance  Co.  at  1723  Blvd.  of  the  Allies, 
occupying  quarters  with  Billy  ZeVan,  the- 
atre decorator  . . . Three  members  of  the 


local  Kilbuck  Theatre,  Kay  Harmon,  Jay 
Keith  Lundy  and  Albert  Oliver  were  in 
Cleveland  this  week  auditioning  for  Jesse 
L.  Lasky’s  Gateway  to  Hollywood  radio 
program  . . . Bob  Smeltzer,  Vitagraph  dis- 
trict boss,  was  here  on  business  with  Bob 
Dunbar,  local  office  manager  who  is  hold- 
ing down  the  fort  in  the  absence  of  Branch 
Manager  Hari’y  Seed,  who  is  vacationing 
in  Florida  . . . March  19  has  been  set  as  the 
date  on  Robert  E.  Leiber’s  book.  The 
young  Braddock  theatre  manager  on  this 
date  will  wed  Miss  Frances  First,  whom 
he  introduced  the  other  evening  at  the 
Variety  Club.  She  was  incorrectly  regis- 
tered on  the  guest  book  at  the  club  as 
Mrs.  Bob  Leiber,  which  was  someone’s 
way  of  jumping  the  gun  a little  ...  To 
his  West  Virginia  friends  Bill  Satori,  Uni- 
versal salesman,  sends  his  regards  and 
regrets  that  he  will  be  unable  to  attend 
the  Clarksburg  shindig  on  Tuesday.  He’s 
in  New  York,  but  will  be  visiting  his  West 
Virginia  accounts  after  March  7. 

Sidney  Judd,  who  has  been  negotiating 
to  lease  the  Ross  Theatre,  Carmichaels, 
Pa.,  is  a cousin  of  Jack  Judd,  local  man- 
ager for  National  Screen  Service.  Several 
years  ago  he  was  employed  at  the  Metro- 
politan Theatre,  Bloomfield  district,  oper- 
ated by  Judd’s  brother-in-law,  Dave  Leff. 
No  deal  for  a transfer  has  been  set  at 
Carmichaels,  according  to  Felix  Palone, 
owner  ...  A new  exhibitor  and  recent 
Filmrow  booker  is  David  Fettman.  He  has 
just  taken  over  the  management  of  the 
Palace  Theatre,  Conneautville,  Pa.  V.  A. 
Nelson  was  the  former  operator  . . . And 
another  new  exhibitor,  a young  fellow, 
who  has  been  shopping  for  product,  is  I. 
Valente,  who  has  acquired  the  Cadogan, 
Pa.,  theatre  from  D.  R.  Goodyear  . . . 
Mrs.  Wilt  of  the  Wilt  Theatre,  Ligonier, 

(Continued  on  page  29) 


EXHIBITORS! 

Something  Different  — The  Greatest 
Story  Ever  Produced. 


All  Have  Head  Her  Hioffrapliy.  Now  Show 
Them  Her  Life  Story  on  the  Screen. 


Now  Playing 

Warner  Bros.  Circuit 
Notopoulos-Publix  Theatres 
Manos-Lipsie  Theatres 
And  Leading  Independent  Theatres  of 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

WILLIAM  R.  GRANDE 
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Proposed  Trade  Arbitration 
Main  Topic  at  MPTO  Meet 


Urge  an  Outdoor 
Advertising  Tax 


Pittsburgh — Higlilight  of  the  MPTO 
meeting  here  was  an  open  discussion  of 
the  proposed  setup  of  an  arbitration  sys- 
tem in  connection  with  the  industry’s  new 
“code,”  which  now  hangs  in  the  balance. 
Past  experiences  were  recounted  and  there 
was  some  doubt  as  to  what  the  efficacy  of 
future  arbitration  might  be. 

Resolutions  were  offered  thanking  mem- 
bers of  the  Allied  negotiating  committee 
for  their  untiring  efforts  in  their  attempts 
to  bring  to  a conclusion  a harmonious 
trade  pact  with  producer  representatives, 
the  work  of  Abram  P.  Myers  being  es- 
pecially commended. 

Other  resolutions  thanked  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  of  20th-Pox  and  William  Rodgers 
of  M-G-M  for  their  announcements  that 
their  stars  would  be  withdrawn  from  radio 
programs. 

MPTO’s  counsel,  N.  M.  Katz,  was  one 
of  the  speakers. 

Possibilities  of  the  new  season’s  product 
were  discussed,  and  reports  were  made  of 
the  annual  national  Allied  directors’ 
meeting.  A legislative  report  was  given 
and  announcement  made  that  the  MPTO 
of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  and  the  new  Allied  unit  of 
eastern  Pennsylvania  would  cooperate  on 
state  legislative  matters. 

Open  forum  discussions  covered  a num- 
ber of  subjects,  with  about  50  theatre 
owners  participating.  The  meeting  and 
luncheon  was  held  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel. 

M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president,  who  has 
just  been  named  as  East  Central  vice- 
president  of  national  Allied,  presided.  He 
cautioned  exhibitors  to  be  careful  in  sign- 
ing new  conti-acts.  His  statement  was  as 
follows: 


“The  season  is  rapidly  approaching 
when  the  distributors  will  send  out  their 
sales  forces  to  sell  the  coming  season’s 
product.  This  time  more  than  ever  be- 
fore you  must  analyze  your  situation  and 
guard  against  a repetition  of  a practice 
which  has  become  acceptable  to  exhibi- 
tors almost  on  a national  basis,  to  their 
detriment  and  injury.  I refer  particu- 
larly to  promises  made  by  distributors  to 
exhibitors  about  adjustments  if  the  prod- 
uct doesn’t  justify  the  contract  price. 
Generally  we  know  of  only  one  company 
that  has  fulfilled  such  a promise. 

“While  I believe  that  the  companies 
have  honorable  intentions,  changes  in 
management  locally  or  in  officialdom  at 
the  home  office,  you  may  be  told,  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  adjustment  as 
promised  at  the  time  the  contract  was 
negotiated. 

“Each  of  you  should  analyze  for  him- 
self his  own  situation  in  the  matter  and 
be  guided  on  future  contracts  in  accord- 
ance with  adjustments  made,  the  product 
delivered,  or  both.  Beware  before  com- 
mitting yourself  to  another  written  con- 
tract that  may  be  impossible  of  perform- 
ance, and  is  dependent  in  a large  measure 
upon  the  good  will  of  one  of  the  parties 
thereto.  Good  business  policy  dictates 
that  such  understandings  be  reduced  to 
writing,  so  that  neither  party  shall  subse- 
quently be  blamed  for  not  keeping  faith.” 


Zimmerman  Remodels  Lobby 

Berkeley  Springs,  W.  Va. — Lobby  of  the 
Ideal  Theatre  here  is  being  remodeled  by 
Vance  Zimmerman. 


Harrisburg — Annual  report  of  the  state 
planning  board  submitted  to  Gov.  Arthur 
H.  James  urged  passage  of  legislation  to 
provide  for  licensing  and  taxation  of  out- 
door advertising  in  Pennsylvania.  A 
“much  needed  source  of  additional  state 
revenue”  would  be  provided  by  a bill- 
board licensing,  according  to  the  report. 

A bill  to  impose  an  annual  license  tax 
of  five  cents  a square  foot  on  specified 
types  of  outdoor  advertising  was  intro- 
duced in  the  legislature  last  week  by  Rep. 
Thomas  A.  Curran.  The  revenue  would 
be  used  for  unemployment  relief.  Control 
of  billboards  would  “maintain  property 
values,  promote  highway  safety  and  pre- 
serve the  state’s  scenic  assets,”  the  report 
to  the  general  assembly  stated. 

Having  provided  the  public  assistance 
department  with  34  million  dollars  for  un- 
employment relief  and  other  forms  of  pub- 
lic aid,  the  legislature  is  recessing  until 
February  27. 

Expect  Divorcement  Measure 

Shortly  after  the  re-convening  of  the 
legislature  a week  from  next  Tuesday,  it 
is  possible  that  the  long  expected  theatre 
divorcement  bill  and  the  bill  to  stamp  out 
Ascap’s  collection  fees  will  be  introduced. 
Sponsors  of  such  proposed  measures  are 
known  to  exhibitor  leaders.  Democratic 
floor  leader  of  the  senate,  Harry  Shapiro, 
admitted  to  a Boxoffice  reporter  a num- 
ber of  weeks  ago  that  he  expected  to  in- 
troduce a divorcement  bill. 

Andrews-Rose  bill  repealing  the  “Gas 
Gadget”  law  enacted  by  the  1937  legisla- 
ture has  been  reported  to  the  floor  by  the 
house  judiciary  special  committee.  The 
1937  law,  requiring  all  owners  of  build- 
ings outside  Pittsburgh,  Scranton  and 
Philadelphia,  to  install  costly  “safety  de- 
vices” on  gas  meters,  was  described  by 
Rep.  Hiram  G.  Andrews  of  Johnstown  as 
a “shakedown.”  The  constitutionality  of 
the  law  is  now  before  the  courts. 

Political  campaign  charges,  including 
the  alleged  sale  of  the  Sunday  film  refer- 
endum act  of  1935,  are  still  being  in- 
vestigated by  the  Dauphin  County  grand 
jury. 

Aldermen  Consider  Tax 
On  Carnivals,  Contests 

Louisville,  Ky. — Bills  which  would  put 
licenses  of  $200  a day  on  firms  conducting 
an  aggregation  of  shows  and  on  those 
conducting  endurance  contests,  are  before 
the  board  of  aldermen. 

The  first  is  aimed  at  street  carnivals, 
the  latter  at  such  contests  as  the  recent 
roller  skating  derby  at  the  Armory.  The 
latter  bill  is  said  to  have  the  backing  of 
various  show  interests. 

The  $200  license  is  the  same  as  that 
for  circuses. 


Add  Marie  Wilson 

Hollywood  — Marie  Wilson  has,  been 
added  to  the  cast  of  “Waterfront”  at 
Warner  Bros. 


They  Top  the  Movie  Quiz  Drive — 

Ohio  produced  the  topflight  winners  in  the  showman’s  division  of  the  Movie 
Quiz  contest  for  situations  with  population  of  100,000  and  more.  To  E.  V. 
(Dinny)  Dinerman,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity  for  RKO  in  Cin- 
cinnati, went  first  place  and  $500.  He  is  at  the  left.  The  smile  of  Wally 
Caldwell  of  Loew’s  Valentine  in  Cleveland  indicates  second  position  and  $100. 
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Pa.,  is  at  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 


Lew  Lefton,  Monarch  manager,  recent- 
ly entertained  George  Trainor  of  Stand- 
ard Pictures  Co.,  who  was  en  route  to 
Hollywood,  and  Bob  Mintz  of  Stage  & 
Screen  Productions  . . . What  film  man 
didn’t  make  a pickup  last  Thursday  on 
Route  255,  north  of  DuBois?  . . . Tom 
Gilbert  of  the  New  Oakland  Theatre,  city, 
and  Charles  Szewczyk  of  the  Mary  Lee 
Theatre,  Boswell,  Pa.,  are  new  members 
of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Va.,  Inc. 

Our  condolence  on  the  death  of  the 
father  of  Harry  Seed,  local  Vitagraph 
manager.  Harry  flew  to  Hew  York  from 
Florida,  where  he  had  been  vacationing, 
on  notification  of  the  death  of  his  father, 
who  had  been  ill  for  a long  period.  Harry 
had  been  ill  himself  during  the  first  five 
days  of  his  vacation,  and  following  the 
funeral  service  in  Hew  York  he  returned 
to  Florida  . . . E.  B.  Morton,  national 
Theatre  Supply  Co.  manager,  was  in  Hew 
York  for  several  days  this  week  attending 
a home  office  conference.  He  will  be  pres- 
ent at  the  ITO  meeting  at  Clarksburg,  W. 
Va.,  February  28.  Art  F.  Baldwin  of  HTS 
has  been  occupied  with  bookkeeping  tasks 
at  the  local  office  the  past  week.  Other 
of  Mr.  Morton’s  visitors  have  included 
Rudy  Kneuer  of  International  Projector 
Co.;  Don  McCrea  of  McAuley  Mfg.  Co., 
and  Dick  Myers,  sound  specialty  engineer 
for  HTS. 

I.  T.  Sweeney,  Monarch  sales  repre- 
sentative, suffered  painful  injuries  one 
night  recently  v/hile  en  route  here  from 
Uniontown  when  his  car  was  forced  off 
the  highway  and  over  an  embankment. 
He  sustained  deep  cuts  on  the  head,  a pair 
of  black  eyes,  a knee  injury  and  painful 
bruises,  and  his  car  was  damaged  . . . 
WB’s  Ambridge  Theatre  has  set  in  the 
revue,  “Broadway  Merry-Go-Round”  for 
March  1 and  2,  this  being  the  first  stage 
show  to  play  at  this  theatre  in  several 
years.  Bonn  Wermuth,  formerly  with  the 
circuit’s  publicity  department  here  and 
at  Hollywood,  is  manager  of  the  Am- 
bridge Theatre. 

Ray  Allison,  the  Rivoli  Theatre  circuit 
operator,  is  at  the  Memorial  Hospital, 
Johnstown,  having  suffered  a nervous 
breakdown  . . . Our  best  wishes  to  Abe 
Weiner,  who  joined  the  ranks  of  the  bene- 
dicts last  Sunday  . . . Mike  Cullen,  Loew’s 
traveling  executive,  flew  here  from  the 
west  for  the  baseball  writers’  show  last 
Sunday. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Alexander  were 
scheduled  to  depart  Friday  for  a two- 
week  southern  motor  trip.  Wife  of  the 
Republic  chieftain  has  been  in  ill  health 
. . . One  hundred  Milkmaids  and  Hay- 
seeds attended  the  Barn  Dance  staged  by 
the  Ladies  Theatrical  Club  last  Saturday 
evening  in  the  William  Penn  Hotel.  The 
following  evening  the  Theatre  Employes’ 
Union,  Local  B-12,  held  its  second  annual 
dinner  dance  in  the  Italian  Gardens.  On 
luesday  evening  friends  of  Bob  Leiber 
honored  him  at  a bachelor  dinner  in  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel  . . . John  Zomnir,  M-G-M 
booker,  was  down  with  the  flu  this  week 
as  was  Lou  Hanna,  Republic  booker. 


Roller  Derby  Curb 
A Louisville  Goal 

Louisville,  Ky. — A request  to  bar  use 
of  the  Armory  for  roller  derbies  and  “en- 
terprises specializing  in  cheap,  sensational 
and  deceptive  thrills”  has  been  taken 
under  advisement  by  the  fiscal  court. 

The  request  was  made  by  Charles  W. 
Morris,  attorney  representing  Louisville 
theatre  operators,  who  appeared  with  a 
delegation  that  also  included  realtors, 
labor  representatives,  merchants  and  civic 
group  representatives. 

“Theatre  owners,”  Morris  contended, 
“pay  taxes  in  excess  of  $280,000  a year. 
They  spend  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars in  advertising  and  employ  hundreds 
of  people,”  he  asserted. 

“Their  pictures,”  he  declared,  “are  cen- 
sored and  the  operators  are  compelled  to 
charge  uniform  admission  fees.” 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said,  a roller 
derby,  which  can  print  1,000,000  tickets 
and  draw  70,000  customers  in  three  weeks, 
causes  them  damage. 

“They  have  no  uniform  tax,”  he  assert- 
ed, “and  pay  only  an  amusement  tax  on 
tickets  over  10  cents.  They  rely  on  a sen- 
sational and  sadistic  character  of  exhibi- 
tion.” 

Interrupted  by  Commissioner  James  W. 
Henning,  who  asked  if  the  theatre  owners 
were  opposed  to  affairs  such  as  the  sum- 
mer theatre,  football  games  and  athletic 
events,  Morris  replied  that  the  theatre 
proprietors  had  no  objections  to  any  kind 
of  civic  affairs. 

Morris  suggested  the  Armory  is  for  mili- 
tary drill  and  safekeeping  of  public  prop- 
erty. “Because  it  was  constructed  with 
public  funds,  it  shouldn’t  be  put  to  any 
use  contrary  to  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  public  in  general,”  he  argued. 


Zanesville  Rules  Against 
Bank  Night  Insurance 

Zanesville,  Ohio — Theatre  Bank  Night 
insurance  is  illegal  here  following  the 
passage  of  a city  ordinance  designed  to 
eliminate  the  sale  of  “protection”  on  such 
winnings.  The  measure  was  passed  over 
the  protest  of  Councilman  Fora  Howell, 
who  proposed  to  license  the  insurance 
agencies  which  have  been  doing  a flourish- 
ing business  here. 

Meanwhile  the  council  passed  an  ordin- 
ance taxing  Bank  Night  proceeds  of  local 
theatres. 


"Great  Train  Robbery" 
Rights  to  Monarch 

Pittsburgh — With  “Jesse  James”  scor- 
ing a hit  wherever  played,  Monarch  Pic- 
tures has  acquired  rights  for  local  release 
of  the  screen’s  first  melodrama,  “The 
Great  Train  Robbery.”  This  is  the  pic- 
ture which  made  the  “movies”  famous, 
according  to  Lew  Lefton,  Monarch  man- 
ager, and  it  has  “both  historical  and  box- 
office  value.” 


CMCIIIMMATI 

V.  DINERMAN,  RKO  Theatres  pub- 
licity head,  is  much  elated  over  win- 
ning the  $500  award  in  the  Motion  Pic- 
tures’ Greatest  Year  exploitation  drive 
contest.  Those  in  the  know  say  Dinny’s 
book  was  lovely  to  look  at.  Associated  in 
office  are  M.  J.  Whitmar  and  S.  P.  Fox. 

Wedding  bells  pealed  at  RKO  for  Helen 
Hart  of  the  inspection  department  and 
John  Costello,  shipper,  culminating  an  of- 
fice romance. 

Annabelle  Ward,  Ward  Elliott  circuit, 
Lexington,  is  recuperating  from  illness  at 
St,  Mary’s  hospital,  Rochester,  Minn.  . . . 
Other  important  filmites  on  the  sick  list 
are  Real  Neth,  at  Mt.  Carmel  hospital, 
Columbus;  and  Republic’s  Rudy  Knoepfle 
in  Miami  Valley  hospital,  Dayton.  Both 
men  will  be  invalids  for  some  time. 

Louie  and  Manny  Shore  of  War,  Wil- 
liamson and  Holden,  W.  Va.,  visited  the 
Row.  Louie  purchased  a new  Buick  for 
the  homeward  trek  . . . Jack  Philbui, 
Paramount  music  department,  is  ill  with 
the  flu  in  Pittsburgh. 

Paramount’s  Margaret  Hill  was  married 
to  Jack  Spratt,  local  orchestra  leader,  this 
week  . . . UA’s  “Stagecoach”  is  booked  for 
March  2 opening  at  Dayton,  and  March 
17  at  Cincinnati. 

Local  film  offices  report  the  drives  mov- 
ing along  nicely.  Columbia’s  “Personal 
Achievement  Drive’’  is  in  full  swing  and 
RKO’s  “George  Schaefer  Drive’’  reports 
excellent  progress.  “Preacher”  Michaels 
has  closed  his  theatre  at  Freeburn,  Ky. 
. . . Lester  Rosenfeld  has  returned  from 
Miami,  with  his  mother.  Lester  reports 
it  cost  him  $900  to  find  out  he  didn’t  know 
horses  or  dogs. 

Jim  Shanklin  and  wife,  of  Shanklin’s 
Grand,  Roncevert,  W.  Va.,  are  leaving  for 
two  months  in  the  southland  . . . Pat  Mc- 
Dermott, owner  of  the  Lyric,  Charleston, 
dropped  dead  this  past  week,  a victim  of 
heart  disease.  McDermott  formerly  was 
a professor  in  the  Huntington  high  school. 

Vandals  badly  damaged  the  screen  at 
the  Hordland  Theatre,  by  cutting  the 
sound  screen  with  a stick.  Damage  was 
estimated  at  $200. 

“Gunga  Din”  opened  to  one  of  the  big- 
gest Friday  business  in  the  history  of  the 
RKO  Albee.  “Pygmalion,”  held  for  a sec- 
ond week  at  the  Shubert,  which  is  adopt- 
ing a policy  of  outstanding  features  in- 
stead of  their  former  vaudeville  and  film 
policy. 


For  Lenten  Bookings 


"MONASTERY" 

(Now  Playing  Warner  Circuit) 

"CLOISTERED" 
"JESUS  of  NAZARETH" 

Approved  by  Leffion  of  De<*eney 
and  The  C'lerffy 

PHONE  WRITE  WIIU5 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 

PITTSBUKGH 

86  Van  Brajvin  St.  ATlantic  1760 
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J^OU  GREENLEY  of  Monogram  is  the 

newest  member  of  Variety’s  house  com- 
mittee . . . Heni-y  H.  Lueders,  manager 
of  United  Booking  Assn.,  and  Mrs.  Lueders 
have  been  taking  turn  as  flu  victims  . . . 
W.  E.  Lyon  opened  his  new  Burton  Thea- 
tre at  Flint,  Mich.,  on  Friday. 

Mrs.  Elmer  S.  Lumley,  who  handles  all 
publicity  for  the  Greater  Detroit  Motion 
Picture  Council,  is  now  convalescing  from 
her  recent  illness  in  Florida  . . . The 
Council  plans  a revision  of  its  constitution, 
to  be  completed  by  the  annual  meeting  in 
April,  President  Walter  W.  Whittinghill 
says. 

Romulus  Albu,  who  ran  the  Priscilla 
Theatre,  following  the  death  of  his  father, 
Steve  Albu,  is  now  back  at  the  house  for 
the  Moule  and  Newman  Circuit  . . . Wil- 
liam J.  Frank,  president  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Fan  Club  of  America,  which  had 
national  headquarters  here,  reports  the 
organization  is  being  disbanded. 

Arthur  Hunt,  manager  of  the  Cohen 
Bros.  Capitol  Theatre,  has  to  convince 
customers  every  so  often  that  an  Annie 
Oakley  for  the  Broadway -Capitol,  down- 
town house,  isn’t  meant  for  his  . . . Claude 
A.  Dock  is  installmg  ?iew  sound  and  pro- 
jection in  his  Dox  Theatre  here. 

Harry  H.  Hoffman,  who  has  been  man- 
aging the  Majestic  Theatre  for  Ray 
Schreiber,  has  resigned,  to  assist  Nat 
Haase,  Michigan  distributor  for  the  Metro 
Premium  Co.  . . . Larry  Nyberg,  former 
Majestic  manager,  who  has  lately  been  at 
Schreiber’s  Colonial,  is  back  on  Hoffman’s 
vacated  post  . . . H.  M.  Manser,  treasurer 
of  Golgotha  Corp.,  was  a visitor  to  Alban 
J.  Norris,  distributor,  this  week — with  his 
arm  in  a sling  ...  Jim  West  is  busy  taking 
pictures  of  all  Varieteers  for  the  national 
convention  program,  over  at  Monogram 
office  . . . Harold  Sandelman,  M-G-M 
salesman,  has  been  a victim  of  the  flu. 

Joseph  Kollar,  police  censor,  and  Mrs. 
Kollar,  are  celebrating  their  IQth  wedding 
anniversary  this  week  . . . Mrs.  Charles 
C.  Perry  was  a victim  of  the  flu  this  week 
. . . Azel  (Gunga  Din)  Bustion  is  proving 
himself  a real  showman  by  doubling  be- 
tween the  Film  Drug  Store  and  Variety 
Club  . . . Floyd  Chrysler  of  M-G-M  is 
renaming  his  beautiful  big  yacht  the 
Waunetta — to  be  re-launched  in  the  spring. 

Clare  Winnie  of  the  Wolverine  Theatre 
was  the  victim  of  a dentist  Saturday,  for 
an  extraction — incidentally,  he  does  a big 
Saturday  business  in  small  change  at  the 
house,  with  the  kids’  matinees  . . , Mrs. 
M.  Krass,  who  manages  the  Coliseum 
Theatre,  also  doubles  as  treasurer  for  her 
husband’s  Oakman  Theatre  , , . Irene 
Chargot,  Mike’s  daughter,  has  been  busy 
dancing  in  “The  Merry-Go-Round,”  musi- 


cal revue  at  Orchestra  Hall,  and  rehears- 
ing for  the  past  month. 

William  Kwimel  of  the  West  End  Thea- 
tre was  ill  the  first  part  of  the  week  . . . 
F.  J . Leasie,  owner  of  the  Castle  Theatre, 
is  considering  reopening  the  Dunbar  . . . 
J.  G.  Portell,  owner  of  the  Virginia  and 
Greenwood  theatres,  expects  to  return 
from  Florida  in  May  or  June  this  year 
. . . Joseph  J . Habib,  manager  of  the  Super 
Neon  Co.,  has  just  recovered  from  an  at- 
tack of  flu. 

Wallace  Cross  of  the  Cross  Machine 
Shop,  is  developing  a new  device  to  pre- 
vent the  splatter  of  hot  copper  on  the  re- 
flectors in  projection  lamps.  Cross  is  leav- 
ing next  week  for  a tour  of  Michigan  and 
Pennsylvania  territories  personally  . . . 
Fred  Manley,  Grand  Rapids  representa- 
tive of  the  Altec  Service  Corp.,  was  a vic- 
tim of  the  flu  the  past  week,  and  has  been 
relieved  by  J.  P.  Devine. 

Albert  Dezel,  manager  of  the  Dezel 
Roadshows,  returned  to  his  Chicago  of- 
fice, after  a week’s  stay  in  Detroit  . . . A 
certain  Jones,  Multigraph  salesman, 
turned  out  to  be  the  office  girl’s  mistake 
for  Frank  Jones  of  Vitagraph,  Monday  . . . 
Sol  Krim,  back  from  Florida  with  suntan, 
goes  around  singing  these  days  . . . But 
Paramount’s  John  W.  Brown  reports  Sol 
had  better  buy  the  smging  if  he  puts  any 
in  his  theatres,  not  try  to  furnish  it  him- 
self. 

Louis  S.  Uhler,  manager  of  the  Detroit 
Projector  Corp.,  reports  that  dies  for  their 
new  projector  are  being  completed,  and 
the  machine  will  be  on  the  market  in 
about  60  days  . . . T.  J.  Jagmin  reports 
several  minor  theatre  redecorating  jobs 
in  progress  for  his  company,  with  two  im- 
portant major  contracts  to  be  signed  next 
week  . . . Add  coincidences:  Edward  Terry 
of  the  theatrical  janitors’  union  is  presi- 
dent of  Local  153 — and  his  phone  number 
is  0153. 

Patrick  Murphy  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Washington,  (D.  C.)  sales 
contact  office  of  Jam  Handy  Picture  Serv- 
ice, which  President  Jamison  Handy  is 
reopening  . . . Russell  Johnson  Theatrical 
Post  (American  Legion)  received  a citation 
in  the  Royal  Oak  (Mich.)  newspapers  this 
week  for  its  charitable  work. 

Anne  Lukes,  formerly  associated  with 
the  Bonstelle  Civic  Theatre,  and  Norman 
Ruvell,  baritone,  were  picked  as  potential 
Hollywood  talent  by  Bryant  Washburn, 
screen  star  of  the  silents,  in  a scouting 
tour  here,  following  auditions  at  the  Fox 
Theatre,  for  Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  Gateway-to- 
Hollywood  contest. 

Erro  Saarinen,  Ralph  Rapson  and  Fred- 
eric James,  Detroit  arehitects,  won  the 
$1,000  first  prize  for  the  model  community 
theatre  and  art  center  they  designed,  in 
competition  sponsored  by  the  American 
National  Theatre  a7id  Academy. 


Lead  to  Annabella 

Hollywood — Annabella  has  the  feminine 
lead  opposite  Robert  Young  in  the  Metro 
production,  “Maiden  Voyage.” 


Newspaper  Scores 
Film  Censor  Bill 

Detroit — Expressing  the  belief  that  a 
state  film  censor  board,  “likely  to  be  made 
up  of  political  appointees,”  could  not  im- 
prove upon  the  voluntary  censorship  now 
being  practiced  in  Hollywood  “for  various 
powerful  reasons,”  the  Detroit  Free  Press 
urges  Representative  Feenstra’s  censorship 
bill  be  laid  aside  by  the  state  legislature. 

“The  probability  is,”  says  the  newspaper, 
“that  it  would  do  harm  rather  than  good 
by  making  censorship  ridiculous  and  ob- 
noxious.” 

Feenstra’s  proposal  would  create  a 
three-man  board  of  censors  to  scrutinize 
all  films  and  stereopticon  views  shown  in 
the  state. 

Ahe  Weiner,  Pittsburgh 
UA  Manager,  Weds 

Pittsburgh — Abe  Weiner,  United  Art- 
ists branch  manager,  and  Miss  Margaret 
Foley  were  married  Simday,  February  19, 
in  the  Hotel  Commander,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  in  the  shadow  of  Harvard  College. 
The  groom  had  been  a Boston  film  man 
for  20  years  before  being  assigned  to  his 
local  post  several  months  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiner  have  taken  up 
residence  here  and  are  receiving  the  con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes  of  friends  in 
the  trade. 

Five  Points  Theatre  Sold 
To  Buzzelli  lor  $25,000 

Akron,  Ohio — Announcement  of  the 
sale  of  the  Five  Points  'Theatre  by  R.  C. 
Wahl  and  David  Collins,  owners  of  the 
neighborhood  house  for  the  last  four 
years,  to  Lorenzo  Buzzelli  for  approxi- 
mately $25,000,  Arthur  Buzzelli,  son  of 
the  new  owner,  will  manage  the  house. 

Several  thousand  dollars  will  be  spent 
on  remodeling  the  house,  it  was  said.  The 
building  will  be  extended  50  feet  to  the 
rear  and  the  seating  capacity  increased 
to  650. 

Terner  Named  Pittsburgh 
Agent  for  Automatic 

Pittsburgh — Martin  Terner  has  been 
appointed  as  exclusive  representative  here 
for  Automatic  Devices  Co.,  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  manufacturers  of  StabilArc  motor 
generators,  steel  curtain  tracks  and  cur- 
tain machines.  Terner  is  the  owner  of 
American  Theatrical  Valance  Co.,  manu- 
facturers of  stage  curtains,  drapes,  val- 
ances, banners  and  seat  covers. 


Patriotic  Trailers  Through  Allied 

Pittsburgh — ^Allied  sponsored  series  of 
patriotic  trailers  are  available  from  the 
office  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.  Ex- 
hibitors may  phone  their  orders  to  Miss 
Mathilda  Kiel,  assistant  secretary. 


Add  Jack  Carson 

Hollywood — Jack  Carson  has  been  add- 
ed to  Metro’s  “Kid  From  Texas”  cast. 
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Tax,  Anti-Ascap  and  Labor 
Laws  Come  Up  in  Ohio 


More  Use  Mutual's 
Booking  Service 


Detroit — Seven  additional  theatres  were 
added  by  Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  booking 
organization  headed  by  Raymond  E. 
Moon,  he  discloses.  This  makes  a total 
of  17  houses  now  booked  by  Mutual,  he 
said. 

New  houses  include  five  in  Detroit  and 
suburbs — Stanley  and  Atlas — the  latter 
under  construction — owned  by  Stanley 
Oleszkowicz;  Booth,  Julius  A.  London; 
Palmer  Park,  Ray  Schreiber,  and  Zellah, 
Mrs.  S.  Krzymanski,  and  two  upstate 
houses,  the  DeLuxe  at  Imlay  City  and  the 
Capac  at  Capac,  both  operated  by  Harry 
Hobolth. 

Acquisition  of  the  Palmer  Park  marks 
the  first  house  taken  over  by  Mutual  from 
theatres  formerly  booked  through  Co- 
operative Theatres  of  Michigan.  Ray 
Schreiber,  the  owner,  placed  his  other 
four  theatres  in  Mutual  when  the  group 
was  organized  two  months  ago,  but  re- 
tained the  Palmer  Park  as  a Cooperative 
house.  The  present  move  places  book- 
ing for  all  his  theatres  in  one  organiza- 
tion, and  Schreiber  has  resigned  from 
Coop. 

Five  Merchants  Tie 
In  Fur  Giveaway 

Cleveland — When  the  Detroit  Theatre, 
an  Associated  circuit  house,  started  its 
plan  to  give  away  fur  coats  last  Saturday, 
Fred  Holzworth,  in  charge  of  the  house, 
had  the  cooperation  of  five  of  the  leading 
stores  in  his  neighborhood,  all  of  which 
chipped  in  on  the  cost  of  the  coats. 

Each  of  the  five  merchants  displayed 
one  of  the  coats  in  a display  window 
which  also  carried  a card  announcing  at 
which  theatre  it  would  be  given  away. 
Each  of  the  stores  gave  away  numbered 
coupons  with  purchases.  The  theatre  also 
gave  numbered  tickets  to  patrons  several 
weeks  in  advance. 

The  coats  are  distributed  through  Manu- 
facturers Outlet  of  Pittsburgh,  and  manu- 
factured by  Great  Northern  Products,  New 
York. 

Jack  Greenbaum  is  the  local  represen- 
tative for  Gift-a-Fur-Night. 


Wilson  in  Detroit  to  Go 
To  Vaudeville  Policy 

Detroit — According  to  reports  from  re- 
liable sources,  plans  are  being  made  for 
the  opening  of  a second  downtown  vaude- 
ville theatre  here. 

The  Wilson,  Detroit’s  newest  legitimate 
theatre,  which  has  played  only  legitimate 
shows  and  roadshow  motion  pictures  occa- 
sionally, is  named  as  the  location.  Lack  of 
dramatic  shows  has  caused  the  house  to 
remain  closed  most  of  the  past  few  years. 

The  persons  back  of  the  project  and  the 
exact  policy  of  the  house,  have  not  been 
disclosed.  Negotiations  are  being  con- 
ducted for  a band  to  go  into  the  house. 


JJARRY  LAVINE,  Republic’s  eastern  di- 
vision sales  manager,  celebrated  his 
birthday  Ferbuary  16  by  holding  a regional 
sales  meeting  here.  The  meeting  was  in 
the  interest  of  the  current  Nat  L.  Lefton 
Republic  drive,  which,  by  the  way,  is  re- 
ceiving the  unqualified  support  of  the 
entire  territory,  according  to  the  boys  in 
the  field  . . . Nat  Lefton,  who  took  time 
out  last  week  for  a physical  check-up,  is 
back  at  his  desk  again. 

D.  P.  Bowman  of  Columbus  has  notified 
exchanges  that  he  has  closed  his  Oakland 
Theatre  at  Marion  . . . Sidney  Garfinkle, 
local  manager  for  Quality  Premium  Co., 
reports  that  the  Liberty,  an  Associated 
Theatres  circuit  house,  started  his  dresser- 
ware  giveaway  last  week. 

Out-of-town  visitors  who  braved  last 
week’s  snow  storms  included  Sam  Reich- 
blum  of  East  Liverpool,  Joe  Trunk  of 
Youngstown  and  the  usual  Akron  repre- 
sentation . . . Abe  Kramer  of  Associated 
circuit  and  Mrs.  Kramer,  returned  last 
week  from  Florida  where  they  have  been 
since  the  first  of  the  year  . . . Abe  Gerson, 
Columbia  salesman  who  suffered  a broken 
knee  cap  in  a recent  automobile  accident, 
is  back  at  Mt.  Sinai  hospital  under  inspec- 
tion for  other  injuries  which  developed 
lately. 

Kemieth  Means,  manager  of  the  RKO 
Palace,  journeyed  to  Columbus  last  week 
in  the  interest  of  the  theatre  . . . Paul 
Gusdanovic  and  Mrs.  Gusdanovic  have 
left  Arizona  and  arrived  in  New  Orleans 
in  time  for  the  Mardi  Gras  . . . Louis 
Epstein,  well  known  in  theatrical  circles, 
and  advance  man  for  the  Folies  Bergere, 
currently  playing  the  RKO  Palace,  is  now 
on  the  coast  making  final  arrangements 
for  the  personal  appearance  tour  of  Mae 
West  . . . Coulter  Premiums,  Inc.  of  De- 
troit, has  entered  the  local  premium  field 
with  newly  opened  offices  opened  in  the 
Film  Bldg. 

Col.  Nat  Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager 
and  president  of  the  local  Variety  Club, 
at  the  club’s  last  meeting  put  through  a 
motion  whereby  Variety  will  center  its 
charity  activities  on  sending  underpriv- 
ileged children  to  summer  camps  . . . Col. 
Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  division  manager, 
points  out  that  last  week’s  premiere  of 
“Pygmalion”  at  Loew’s  State  theatre  was 
unique  in  his  experience  in  that  the  house 
was  completely  sold  out  and  not  a single 
pass  was  given  out  . . . Perc  Essick,  of  the 
Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  has  been 
dismissed  from  the  hospital  and  is  con- 
valescing at  home. 


Griffith  to  Paramount 

Hollywood  — Edward  H.  Griffith  has 
signed  a two-year  directorial  contract  at 
Paramount.  “Are  Husbands  Necessary?” 
with  Madeleine  Carroll  and  Fred  Mac- 
Murray,  is  his  first  assignment. 


Columbus — Three  new  bills  relating  to 
motion  pictures  have  been  introduced  into 
the  Ohio  legislature,  according  to  a bulle- 
tin issued  by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio.  Not 
all  of  them,  however,  are  disadvantageous 
to  the  industry.  One,  if  passed,  would 
work  a definite  hardship  on  theatre  own- 
ers of  the  state.  Another,  if  passed,  would 
be  of  benefit  to  the  exhibitor  and  the 
third,  Wood  lists  as  doubtful. 

House  Bill  No.  474,  introduced  by  Wil- 
liam Glass  of  Mahoney  county,  designed 
to  raise  $4,000,000  annually  for  relief  pm’- 
poses,  authorizes  political  subdivisions  to 
impose  an  additional  tax  of  two  cents  per 
ticket  on  all  admissions  from  15c  to  $1.00, 
and  two  cents  for  every  additional  dollar. 
In  other  words.  Wood  points  out.  Glass 
would  place  a 13  1/3  per  cent  tax  upon  15c 
admissions  as  against  a 2 per  cent  tax  on 
dollar  admissions.  Needless  to  say,  the 
ITOO  is  opposed  to  this  bill. 

House  Bill  No.  455  would  legislate  Ascap 
out  of  business  in  Ohio.  “However,”  states 
the  bulletin,  “before  we  come  to  any  def- 
inite decisions  regarding  this  measure,  we 
want  to  be  absolutely  certain  that  the  cure 
is  not  worse  than  the  disease.  We  have, 
therefore,  submitted  it  to  our  attorneys  for 
an  opinion,  and  if  it  is  favorable,  we  will 
work  for  its  passage  in  the  legislature.” 
This  bill  was  introduced  by  Cyril  R.  Culp 
of  Lucas  county. 

A bill  which  would  give  relief  to  the 
many  small  theatres  of  the  state  is  House 
Bill  No.  177,  introduced  by  Representative 
Denver  A.  Ford  of  Fulton  county.  It  is 
designed  to  exempt  from  the  state  unem- 
ployment compensation  law  employers 
having  less  than  eight  employes.  At  pres- 
ent, theatres  having  from  three  to  seven 
employes  are  covered  by  the  state  law  but 
are  exempt  from  the  federal  law  which 
covers  only  employers  having  eight  or 
more  employes  in  each  of  some  20  dif- 
ferent weeks  in  any  calendar  year. 

Smaller  theatres  would  be  relieved,  by 
passage  of  this  bill,  from  paying  the  2 per 
cent  state  tax  now  imposed  on  all  employ- 
ers of  three  or  more  individuals.  Further- 
more, it  would  eliminate  the  present  dis- 
crepancy between  the  state  law  and  Title 
IX  of  the  federal  social  security  act,  inso- 
far as  covered  employers  are  concerned. 

Wood  points  out  in  his  bulletin  that  in 
24  states  only  employers  of  eight  or  more 
individuals  are  required  to  pay  any  unem- 
ployment compensation  tax. 


“Penthouse"  to  Marin 

Hollyw'ood — Edwin  L.  Marin  directs 
“Penthouse”  at  Metro,  with  Walter  Pidgeon 
and  Virginia  Bruce  co-featured  and  Leo 
Carrillo  heading  the  supporting  cast. 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 

FLAGS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

403  Film  Bldg. — PKospect  4583 
AB  SUNSHINE  BEKNIE  KUBIN 
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'Flu  Deals  Detroit 
Grosses  a Blow 

Detroit — An  epidemic  of  influenza  has 
seriously  affected  show  business  in  this 
territory  during  the  past  week.  Numerous 
individual  theatremen  have  been  stricken 
by  the  flu,  in  various  degrees,  as  recorded 
in  the  Detroit  column  individually,  and 
many  have  not  yet  recovered. 

More  serious,  however,  from  the  business 
standpoint,  is  the  marked  reluctance  of 
the  public  to  attend  theatres.  Neighbor- 
hood houses  appear  to  be  suffering  more 
than  the  big  downtown  houses.  The  wide- 
spread character  of  the  disease  was  indi- 
cated by  a school  checkup  last  week, 
which  showed  50,000  children  in  Detroit 
alone  sick,  presumably  chiefly  from  flu. 

In  at  least  one  Michigan  town,  Vicks- 
burg, orders  were  issued  by  the  municipal 
health  officer  closing  theatres,  schools, 
churches,  and  all  types  of  public  meetings 
as  a result  of  the  epidemic. 

Severe  rain  and  extraordinarily  heavy 
fog  all  day  Sunday  brought  the  weekend 
business  away  down  in  most  neighbor- 
hoods. 


Theatre  Bandit  Persists 
At  East  Liberty.  Pa, 

Pittsburgh — Exemplifying  the  spirit  of 
the  picture  on  the  screen  “Stand  Up  and 
Fight,”  at  the  Sheridan  Square  Theatre, 
East  Liberty,  Monday  evening.  Miss  Mary 
Regan,  cashier,  stepped  on  an  alarm  buz- 
zer when  a bandit  attempted  to  rob  her 
of  the  cash  in  the  drawer  of  the  ticket 
booth.  Lyle  Harding,  manager,  and  an 
assistant  rushed  to  the  boxoffice,  but  the 
thug  had  disappeared,  having  obtained  no 
loot. 

A few  minutes  later,  probably  the  same 
robber  approached  the  boxoffice  of  the 
Liberty  Theatre,  two  blocks  away,  placing 
a nickel  on  the  window  and  announcing 
“this  is  a holdup — hand  over  the  money.” 
Miss  Margaret  Clark,  cashier,  gave  the 
man  the  contents  of  a cash  drawer.  He 
escaped,  but  an  excellent  description  of 
him  was  obtained. 


Federal  Players  Seeking 
Location  in  Detroit 

Detroit — The  WPA  Federal  Theatre 
here  will  take  over  an  existing  downtown 
store,  garage,  or  similar  structure  and 
remodel  it  for  use  as  a theatre,  according 
to  Gordon  Fairclough,  Project  director. 
The  new  theatre  probably  will  open  in 
May,  as  the  permanent  home  of  the  Fed- 
eral Players,  who  are  now  on  tour  of  the 
state. 


THEATRE  PREMIUMS  AND  GAMES 
DRESSERWARE 
DISHES 

M.  S.  ENGLAND 

PITTSBURGH 

86  Van  Braam  St,  ATlantic  1760 


Honor  Comerford  in  Death 


Harrisburg  — Pennsylvania  House  of 
Representatives  has  passed  the  following 
resolutioii: 

CONDOLENCE  ON  DEATH  OF 
M.  E.  COMERFORD 

The  mortal  remains  of  one  of  Scran- 
ton’s most  sincere  philanthropists  and 
leaders  of  progressive  movements  were 
consigned  to  their  last  resting  place.  The 
funeral  of  M.  E.  Comerford,  who  passed 
away  in  Florida  on  Wednesday  last,  was 
held  at  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral.  The  homage 
due  the  great  leader  and  humanitarian 
was  such  as  to  prove  that  there  has  been 
universal  appreciation  of  the  good  deeds 
that  have  marked  the  career  of  this  self- 
made  man. 

Starting  life  amid  humble  environments, 
he  advanced  from  modest  undertakings  up 
the  ladder  until  he  had  gained  national 

Canton  Loew's  and  Palace 
Not  to  Return  Stagers 

Canton,  Ohio — Despite  insistent  reports 
to  the  contrary,  Loew’s  and  the  Palace, 
two  major  downtown  theatres,  will  con- 
tinue their  film  programs  and  will  not 
switch  to  stage  attractions,  management  of 
the  two  houses  reports. 

Both  managers,  Hensen  of  Loew’s  and 
Delis  of  the  Palace,  denied  there  were 
plans  afoot  to  return  stage  presentations 
to  the  two  houses,  after  more  than  five 
years.  A break  with  the  musicians  union 
caused  Loew’s  to  abandon  the  stage 
policy  more  than  five  years  ago.  Since, 
neither  Loew’s  nor  the  Palace  stages  have 
been  lighted.  Both  have  been  adhering  to 
first-run  double  feature  film  programs  at 
35  cents  top. 

Phenomenal  business  being  done  by  the 
Palace,  Aki'on,  with  stage  attractions 
which  draw  hundreds  from  here  every 
weekend  is  believed  to  have  prompted  the 
“flesh”  rumor. 


Detroit  Barkers  Hear 
Gerald  L,  K,  Smith 

Detroit — ^With  84  members  and  guests. 
Variety  luncheon  Monday  drew  the  big- 
gest attendance  so  far  this  year,  despite 
the  flu  epidemic  which  had  many  show- 
men “down.”  Speaker  of  the  day  was  the 
famed  chairman  of  the  Commitee  of  1,- 
000,000,  introduced  by  Hoyt  Morris  of 
WMBC  as  “America’s  No.  1 Ism  Smasher” 
— Gerald  L.  K.  Smith.  Smith  spoke  on 
the  menace  of  “isms”  to  America.  Speak- 
ing especially  to  showmen,  this  speaker 
said,  “In  today’s  crisis,  no  one  has  a 
greater  opportunity  for  leadership  than 
you  of  the  motion  picture  industry  ...  I 
congratulate  those  in  Hollywood  who  have 
dared  throw  caution  to  the  winds  and  ex- 
pose the  truth.” 

The  day  was  Frank  Lorenzen  Day,  with 
Roy  A.  Plumb  of  Truscon  Laboratories, 
district  governor  of  Rotary  International, 
present  as  a speaker,  and  leaders  of  the 
Highland  Park  Rotary  Club,  Michigan 
Manufacturers’  Ass’n,  and  Detroit  Service 
Clubs  Council  present  as  guests. 


fame  as  one  of  the  leading  magnates  in 
the  motion  picture  business. 

A leader  and  liberal  contributor  in  all 
progressive  and  charitable  moves  in 
Scranton,  M.  E.  Comerford  was  known  far 
and  wide.  But  it  was  in  the  unknown 
private  aid  to  the  unfortunate  in  humble 
walks  of  life  that  the  character  of  this 
philanthropist  was  best  revealed:  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved,  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  that  in 
the  death  of  M.  E.  Comerford,  the  State 
has  lost  an  outstanding  citizen,  and  the 
City  of  Scranton  has  been  deprived  of  the 
help  of  a sincere  philanthropist  and  a 
great  humanitarian  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  that  a copy  of  this  resolution 
be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the  de- 
ceased by  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Pittsburgh  Variety  Club 
Slates  Family  Nights 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club  family  night 
parties  have  been  announced  for  March 
with  the  following  chairman  or  hosts: 

March  3 — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Levy: 
March  10 — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archie  Fineman 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  N.  Shapiro:  March 
17 — St.  Patrick’s  Day,  so  it  would  be  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  J.  Maloney:  March  24 — 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Misrach:  March  31 
— Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Alexander.  Mon- 
day dinner  “Kings”  are:  February  27 — 
Joe  Gins:  March  6 — Ben  Brown  and  Larry 
Katz:  March  13 — Charles  Kurtzman; 

March  20 — Abe  Weiner  (the  new  bridge- 
groom)  : March  27 — Mike  Gallagher. 

Brian  McDonald  has  been  named  as 
host  for  each  Sunday  during  March. 


Penova  Remodels  Two 

Pittsburgh — Penova  Theatre  Corp.,  one 
of  the  Davis  circuit  enterprises  is  remodel- 
ing and  enlarging  the  Brighton  Theatre, 
New  Brighton,  Pa.,  which  this  organiza- 
tion recently  purchased  after  operating 
under  lease  for  a number  of  years.  Also 
being  remodeled  and  enlarged  is  the  Pen- 
ova Corp.’s  Lincoln  Theatre,  Chester, 
W.  Va. 


Lease  to  Woolworth 

Louisville,  Ky. — A lease  on  the  prop- 
erty now  occupied  by  the  Ohio  Theatre 
here  has  been  taken  over  by  F.  W.  Wool- 
worth  & Co.  The  theatre  is  controlled  by 
the  Ohio  Theatre  Co.  of  Indianapolis.  A 
new  three-story  building  will  replace  the 
present  structure. 


"Daughter"  Approved 

Detroit — “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter” 
has  been  approved  by  the  police  censor, 
Joseph  Kollar,  following  careful  study  and 
a special  screening  by  Police  Commissioner 
Heinrich  Pickert.  A few  minor  cuts  were 
made. 
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Myers  Trade  Pact 
Stand  Undebated 

Boston — There  is  no  question  of  taking 
sides  in  the  stand  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  “that  distributor 
politics  may  force  independents  to  quit 
trade  negotiations  and  get  back  to  their 
guns,”  Independent  Exhibitor,  Inc.,  lead- 
ers indicated  here  generally  last  week. 

“When  the  board  of  directors  meets, 
some  time  prior  to  March  1,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  discuss  action  on  trade 
practices,”  a local  and  national  Allied 
pivot  told  Boxoffice. 

March  14  Tentative 
Convention  Date 

Boston — New  England  convention  of  the 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  will  be  hela 
in  Boston  March  14  if  present  plans  gi. 
through.  Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  m" 
ager  of  the  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc., 
plans  to  fix  the  date  definitely  within  the 
next  few  days.  A general  confab  on  in- 
dustry conditions,  along  the  question  and 
answer  idea,  will  be  a feature,  according 
to  Nathan  Yamins. 


Summer  Five-Day  Week 
Plan  Pleases  Trade 

Boston — Theatremen  are  cheering  a leg- 
islative attempt  to  make  each  Saturday 
in  July  and  August  a legal  holiday.  Pres- 
ent Massachusetts  legal  holidays  now  in- 
clude January  1,  February  22,  April  19, 
May  30,  July  4,  Labor  Day,  October  12, 
November  11,  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
mas. 

Another  bill  before  the  Bay  State  legis- 
lature would  inaugurate  a five-day  week 
for  state  employes.  Representative  Thomas 
J.  Hannon  jr.,  in  urging  the  bill,  claims 
that  such  a movement  is  spreading 
throughout  the  states. 


Opposition  to  Billboards 
Up  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — Film  advertising  men  see  bill- 
board protests  mounting  in  Massachusetts. 
Paul  H.  Mossman,  Arlington  building  in- 
spector, declared  that  the  majority  of 
billboards  in  that  community  are  in  viola- 
tion of  the  town  building  code  and  by- 
laws. A Billerica  delegation  told  the  state 
public  works  commission  that  billboards 
were  not  wanted  in  that  locality. 


M&P  Managers  Try  for 
"Honolulu"  Prizes 

Boston — “Hit  two  pineapples  with  one 
stone,”  is  the  slogan  of  the  M-G-M-M&P 
boxoffice  drive  on  “Honolulu.”  Managers 
along  the  Mullin  and  Pinanski  route  may 
well  increase  theatre  intakes  while  aim- 
ing for  cash  awards,  opine  Judges  Edward 
Canter,  Joseph  Brennan,  Phil  Seletsky  and 
Harry  Browning.  Top  award  is  a half  a 
C,  while  second  prize  is  two  bits  in  dol- 
lars. 


Arbitrary  Power  to  Censors 
In  Massachusetts  Bill 


Boston — The  human  equation,  or  a rea- 
sonable facsimile,  will  govern  Massachus- 
etts film  destinies  to  an  important  degree 
if  a censorship  bill  now  before  the  legis- 
lature is  passed. 

Establishment  of  a “motion  picture  di- 
vision” in  the  state  department  of  educa- 
tion “with  authority  to  review  and  license 
the  display  of  motion  pictures”  is  called 
for. 

The  bill  provides  that  no  film  may  be 
shown  in  Massachusetts  if  any  part  of  it 
may  be  judged  “obscene,  indecent,  im- 
moral, inhuman,  sacrilegious,  or  of  such 
a character  that  its  exhibition  would  tend 
to  corrupt  morals  or  to  incite  to  crime.” 

Censorship  Fees  Included 

Discretion  on  these  points  would  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  “motion  picture  di- 
vision.” Options  on  such  matters  have 
differed  occasionally  in  the  past. 

The  money  angle  enters  in  no  uncer- 
tain degree.  A fee  of  three  dollars  would 
be  set  as  a censorship  charge  for  each 
1,000  feet,  or  fraction  thereof,  of  film. 
Two-dollar  charges  for  similar  lengths 
would  have  to  be  paid  on  additional  prints 
distributed  in  Massachusetts. 

The  commissioner  of  education  would 
appoint  the  director  of  the  proposed  group 
of  censors.  He  would  also  name  “such 
officers  and  employes  as  may  be  needed 
and  prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  and, 
within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation 
made  therefor,  fix  the  compensation  of 
such  director,  officers  and  employes.” 

Newsreels  would  be  immune,  the  bill 
provides.  However,  no  provision  is  made  to 
do  away  with  present  Sunday  supervision 


Tops  Quiz  Field — 

Matt  Saunders  of  Loew’s  PoU  Theatre 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  who  walked 
away  with  first  prize  in  the  exhibitor 
Movie  Quiz  drive  in  situations  with 
populations  from  15,000  to  100,000. 


which  outlaws  everything  from  wrestling 
to  too  sanguine  war  scenes.  Newsreel  cuts 
during  the  past  few  years,  have  comprised 
a preponderant  section  of  all  film  elimina- 
tions ordered  under  Bay  State  Blue  Laws 
enforcement. 

Scientific  films,  “intended  for  use  by 
the  learned  professions  and  . . . not  to  be 
exhibited  at  any  private  or  public  place 
of  amusement,”  would  be  issued  permits 
without  examination. 

The  overlords  would  also  be  enabled 
to  issue  permits  unseen  for  “any  motion 
picture  film  intended  solely  for  educa- 
tional, charitable  or  religious  purposes,  or 
by  any  employer  for  the  instruction  of 
welfare  of  his  employes.” 

“If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  director, 
the  exhibition  of  any  such  film  or  films 
tends  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  act,” 
however,  “it  shall  be  within  the  scope  of 
its  power  and  duty  to  require  the  submis- 
sion of  such  films  to  the  division,  in  which 
case  the  films  shall  be  subject  to  the  reg- 
ulations established  by  this  act.” 

Any  permit  might  be  revoked  five  days 
after  notice  had  been  mailed  the  original 
license  applicant. 

Exploitation  Made  Liable 

Another  angle  to  the  bill  is  the  section 
that  provides  that:  “Any  license  or  permit 
issued  upon  a false  or  misleading  affi- 
davit or  application  shall  be  wholly  void 
ab  initio.  Any  change  or  alteration  of  a 
film  after  license  or  permit  has  been 
granted,  except  the  elimination  of  a part 
or  excerpt  upon  written  direction  of  the 
director  or  authorized  officer  of  such  divi- 
sion, shall  be  a violation  of  this  act  and 
shall  also  make  immediately  void  the  li- 
cense or  permit  therefor. 

“A  conviction  for  a crime  committed  by 
the  exhibition  or  unlawful  possession  of 
any  film  in  the  commonwealth  shall  per 
se  revoke  any  outstanding  license  or  per- 
mit for  said  film  and  such  director  or 
authorized  officer  shall  cause  notice  there- 
of to  be  sent  to  the  applicant  or  appli- 
cants.” 

The  bill  is  also  aimed  at  the  exploita- 
tion field.  Permits  and  licenses  for  any 
film  might  be  revoked  if  posters,  banners, 
or  similar  advertising  matter  were  held  to 
be,  in  any  part,  “obscene,  indecent,  im- 
moral, inhuman,  sacrilegious,  or  of  such 
a character  that  its  exhibition  would  tend 
to  corrupt  morals  or  incite  to  crime.” 

Theatremen  hold  this  publicity  angle, 
because  of  the  scope  it  offers,  to  be  par- 
ticularly dangerous. 

Penalties  for  Violation 

Violation  of  any  provision  of  the  act 
would  be  punishable  by  imprisonment  for 
not  more  than  three  months,  by  fine  of 
not  less  than  $20  or  more  than  $500,  or  by 
both. 

Not  the  least  insidious  part  of  the  bill 
is  the  segment  that  reads:  “In  carrying 
out  and  enforcing  the  purposes  of  this 
act,  the  commissioner  may  make  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations.” 
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Supplemental  Complaints 
Permitted  in  M&R  Suit 


By  BRAD  ANGIER 
Boston — A move  by  George  S.  Ryan, 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  lawyer,  for  leave 
to  file  supplemental  complaints  in  behalf 
of  four  Nashua  and  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
and  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  theatre  operat- 
ing companies  was  successful  last  week. 
Federal  Judge  Hugh  D.  McClennan,  in 
sanctioning  the  action,  laid  the  way  clear 
for  the  plaintiff  quartet  to  claim  mone- 
tary damages  up  to  the  present  time  in 
case  a finding  is  made  against  the  majors 
in  the  extant  $2,100,000  litigation. 

The  pivotable  point  gave  tempo  to  an 
otherwise  dull  recent  sessions.  Hearings 
reopened  Wednesday  of  last  week,  before 
Master  Philip  Hendrick  in  the  Federal 
Bldg.,  after  being  postponed  for  seven 
days  after  Edward  McClennen,  chief  de- 
fense attorney,  had  been  seized  with  a 
heart  attack  in  the  courtroom.  George 
S.  Ryan  continued  hammering  for  the 
production  of  documents  made  available 
to  him  via  a New  York  subpoena. 

No  more  witnesses  will  be  called,  Ryan 
stated  some  days  ago,  until  documentary 
evidence  is  closer  to  complete  compila- 
tion. The  lawyer  for  the  independent  cir- 
cuit has  charged  “stalling”  on  several  in- 
stances and  on  one  occasion  threatened 
contempt  proceedings. 

Additional  $400,000  Damages  Asked 
The  entering  of  exhibits  continued  this 
week  with  no  sign  of  an  early  letup.  Hear- 
ings for  Thursday  and  Friday  were  post- 
poned because  Ryan  planned  to  appear  in 
behalf  of  Bank  Night  at  Brockton  superior 
court  on  those  days. 

The  supplemental  complaints  allowed 
here  by  the  federal  court  allege  that  since 
the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  suit  was 
brought,  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
Theatres  Co.  and  the  eight  major  dis- 


tributors “have  continued  the  acts  and 
conspiracies  complained  of  in  the  plain- 
tiff's declaration.” 

Inability  to  buy  major  product,  with 
several  exceptions,  is  averred. 

“By  reason  of  the  aforesaid  combina- 
tion and  conspiracy  of  the  defendants  and 
others  as  alleged  and  described  in  the 
plaintiff’s  declaration  and  of  their  acts 
and  practices  in  pursuance  of  it  and  of 
the  monopoly  and  restraint  of  trade  cre- 
ated during  the  period  from  Aug.  15,  1936, 
to  the  date  of  the  filing  of  this  supple- 
mental complaint,”  the  latest  action  al- 
leged, “the  plaintiff  has  been  grossly  in- 
jured in  its  business  and  property.” 

Requests  for  triple  damages  of  $200,000 
a piece  against  each  defendant  in  each  sep- 
arate action,  for  injunctions  prohibiting 
continuation  of  alleged  acts,  and  for  such 
other  relief  as  the  court  may  grant,  are 
made. 

Capitol,  Longhorn  Reverberations 

Protection  clauses  assumed  an  even  more 
important  part  in  the  trial  following  the 
United  States  supreme  court  finding  in  the 
Texas  monopoly  suit  concerning  Interstate 
Theatres  and  other  defendants.  The  ver- 
dict was  roundly  discussed  in  the  hearing 
before  Philip  Hendrick,  U.  S.  district  court 
appointee  sitting  as  master. 

Some  differences  of  opinion  as  to  dates 
on  documents  entered,  whether  they  were 
1936  or  1937,  gave  Ryan  an  opportunity 
to  ring  in  more  on  protection. 

"On  Exhibit  1256  the  note  says,  Tt  is 
mutually  understood  that  the  protection 
in  all  of  the  above  instances  shall  be  com- 
puted from  the  completion  of  the  run  of 
each  photoplay,’  ” read  Defense  Attorney 
McClennen.  "What  is  it  on  107?” 

Replied  Ryan,  “107  has  that,  and  it  has 
the  following,  Tt  is  mutually  agreed  that 


Drastic,  But 
Direct 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg anti-trust  suit,  asked  Russ  Crop- 
per, "Is  there  any  better  way  to  put  a 
theatre  out  of  business  than  to  cut  off 
its  supply  of  major  product?" 

"You  could  bum  it  down,"  replied  the 
local  RKO  exchange  manager. 


these  protection  clauses  are  a part  of 
the  individual  contracts  for  the  cities  and 
towns  enumerated  where  photoplays  are 
negotiated  for  the  season  of  1936-1937.’  ” 

Protection  Clauses 

A series,  of  “protection  clauses”  sent  to 
major  distributors  from  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  have  been  entered  as 
exhibits. 

Requested  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  protection 
on  one  of  these  missives,  for  instance,  was: 
“Exclusive  runs  in  Portsmouth;  two  weeks’ 
protection  against  York  Village,  York 
Beach,  York  Harbor,  Hampton,  Hampton 
Beach,  Kittery,  Exeter,  Dover,  Rye,  Ogun- 
quit,  and  Wells  Beach;  protection  to  be  fig- 
ured after  the  completion  of  our  run.” 

It  has  been  brought  out  that  such  pro- 
tection demands  were  often  made  by  W. 
A.  Sullivan,  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
Theatres’  booker,  to  major  managers  on 
mimeographed  letters  and  on  carbon  copies 
upon  which  names  of  the  addressees  were 
filled  in. 

One  general  letter,  addressed  “To  All 
Exchanges,”  read: 

“Gentlemen: 

“We  are  attaching  copy  of  our  protec- 
tion clauses  in  all  spots  where  we  are  now 
in  operation.  We  would  appreciate  your 
incorporating  these  protections  into  your 
present  contracts  and,  in  the  future,  when 
we  negotiate  for  contracts,  no  contract  will 
be  signed  unless  these  protections  are 
incorporated  into  the  contracts. 

“Will  you  kindly  acknowledge,  upon  re- 
ceipt of  this  letter,  our  understanding,  so 
that  in  the  future  protection  clauses  will 
be  inserted  into  all  contracts.” 

Also  touching  upon  the  question  of  pro- 
tection was  a letter  received  by  a local 
district  manager  for  a major  exchange, 
Tom  Bailey  of  20th-Fox,.  introduced  last 
week.  It  read: 

"I  went  over  to  M.  A.  Shea’s  office  with 
reference  to  your  letter  of  January  2nd 
to  Mr.  Grainger  regarding  Manchester 
clearance  over  Derry,  N.  H.,  and  they  vol- 
unteered to  show  me  their  Metro  and  War- 
ner Bros,  contracts,  each  of  which  pro- 
vides clearance  of  30  days,  not  14  days, 
as  you  have  been  informed. 

“Mr.  Shea’s  office  insists  on  our  giving 
them  30  days’  clearance.” 


Stage  Shows  EHective 
At  the  RKO  Boston 

Boston — Flesh’s  return  to  de  luxe  Bos- 
ton is  doing  okay.  Ben  Domingo,  city  man- 
ager for  RKO,  has  booked  in  ten  solid 
days  of  stage  shows  for  the  RKO  Boston. 
The  run  commenced  on  Washington’s 
Birthday.  The  former  first-run  has  been 
experimenting  with  weekend  vaudeville  and 
subsequent-run  double  features. 


All  Get  Silver  Medals — 


Charles  W.  Koerner,  RKO  divisional  manager,  surrounded  by  the  winners  of 
the  “Cary  Grant  Awards  of  Valor”  which  he  presented  in  a contest  tiein 
vnth  the  Boston  Traveler.  Publicist  Jack  Granara  promoted  the  contest, 
which,  in  turn,  promoted  Gunga  Din.” 
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Connecticut  Gambling  Laws 
Hearing  Draws  Crowds 


^HAT  undercover  deal  to  merge  three  in- 
dependent exchange  figures  remained 
“temporarily  postponed”  early  this  week. 
The  best  bet  is  that  it’ll  never  get  any 
further. 

Heavy  New  England  winds  did  damage 
in  this  territory  last  week.  Some  “second 
hurricane”  talk  went  around.  Wires  wer' 
down  in  many  instances. 

Vermont  has  gone  for  local  options  on 
whether  or  not  mildewed  blue  laws  forbid- 
ding Sunday  films  will  be  enforced  i; 
respective  localities.  The  legislative  vic- 
tory is  a boost  for  celluloid  interests. 
Maine,  now,  is  battling  over  a similar 
bill.  The  bleaching  of  Vermont  blue  laws 
brings  to  mind  the  fact  that  during  the 
administration  of  President  Franklin 
Pierce,  a southern  legislature  passed  a reso- 
lution asking  him  “to  employ  able-bodied 
Irishmen  to  dig  a ditch  around  Vermont 
and  float  it  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean.” 

Raymond  Moore,  owner  of  the  Cape 
Playhouse  at  Dennis,  last  week  procured  a 
divorce  from  Mrs.  Marianne  Heath  Schultz 
Moore  . . . “Ann  Sheridan  has  been  chosen 
to  play  the  lead  in  a film  about  Dart- 
mouth’s Winter  Carnival.  Loyal  Dartmouth 
men  should  protest  and  nominate  this 
year’s  Carnival  Queen,”  a local  daily  quips. 

Frederick  Van  Doren  has  accumulated 
land  for  a site  of  an  intimate  theatre  in 
Waterbury,  Conn.  The  operator  of  the 
Hamilton  in  the  Nutmeg  State  city  plans 
to  have  ground  broken  within  the  next 
few  weeks. 

Resolutions  calling  on  the  Massachus- 
etts legislature  to  ratify  the  federal  child 
labor  amendment  have  been  voted  “leave 
to  withdraiv”  by  the  committee  on  con- 
stitutional law. 

The  Esperanto-Rondo-Amika  Society 
has  been  represented  this  week  and  lost 
at  performances  of  “Idiot’s  Delight”  at 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum.  Thus  the  cir- 
cumnavigating of  Italian  protests  has 
proved  a particular  attraction  for  interna- 
tional language  devotees. 

Morey  Goldstein,  city  salesman  for 
M-G-M,  left  Friday  evening  of  last  week 
for  Florida.  This  trip,  together  with  the 
exodus  of  Steve  Broidy,  puts  the  hacksaws 
to  a venture  contemplated  by  several  local 
film  men.  The  gentlemen  planned  to  ac- 
cumulate all  passenger  accommodations  on 
some  tramp  steamer  and  Jiiake  it  a private 
cruise  . . . Steve  Broidy,  general  sales 
manager  for  Monogram  in  New  England, 
and  Mrs.  Broidy  left  by  motor  last  week  for 
Florida.  He  will  meet  Morey  Goldstein 
there.  Broidy  is  expected  to  return  about 
March  4. 

Joe  Longo,  United  Ai’tists  publicist,  has 
remained  in  Providence  following  his  as- 
signment there  on  “Made  for  Each  Other” 
to  give  fourteen  days  of  advance  stuff  on 
“Stagecoach.” 

Leonard  Kraska  jogged  business  for 
“Grand  Illusion”  one  day  last  week  by 
presenting  the  Hans  Wiener  Workshop 
Dancers  at  the  Fine  Arts.  The  film  is  in 
its  seventh  stanza  . . . George  Kraska,  op- 
(Continued  on  page  29) 


Hartford — Bingo,  carnival  and  horse 
and  dog-racing  bills  came  before  the  ju- 
diciary committee  in  a crowded  public 
hearing  which  brought  forth  many  views 
in  favor  of  and  against  liberalizing  the 
state’s  gambling  laws.  About  20  exhibi- 
tors attended  the  hearing,  but  only  Harry 
L.  Lavietes  of  the  Pequot,  New  Haven, 
one  of  the  district’s  oldest  theatre  opera- 
tors, and  Walter  Lloyd  of  the  Allyn,  Hart- 
ford, spoke  on  the  bills.  Tire  sentiment 
of  the  theatremen  was  that  the  bills  pro- 
posing to  legalize  Bingo  for  charitable, 
religious,  fraternal,  volunteer  fire  and 
police  organizations  were  unfair  dis- 
crimination against  theatres,  which  are 
strictly  inspected  for  public  safety  by  state 
police,  and  which  pay  several  state  and 
federal  amusement  taxes. 

Although  the  Bank  Night  bill,  S.  B.  840, 
was  not  before  the  committee,  the  opera- 
tors contended  that  Bank  Night  had  al- 
ways been  played  in  a fair  manner,  and 
added  to  a full  program  of  entertainment 
as  a free  attraction.  At  an  executive 
session  following  the  hearing,  the  com- 
mittee decided  to  retain  the  bills  for  fur- 
ther study,  after  which  they  will  go  to 
the  senate  and  house  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee. 

Of  the  six  Bingo  acts  introduced,  S.  B. 


277  received  the  most  consideration.  The 
act  seeks  to  limit  Bingo  in  operation  and 
benefits  to  charitable,  civic,  fraternal  and 
volunteer  fire  organizations,  and  rule  out 
promoters.  A license  fee  of  from  $25  to 
$100  per  year  is  imposed,  and  organiza- 
tions must  give  evidence  of  financial  re- 
sponsibility in  case  of  injury  or  damage. 
Fourteen  senators  and  representatives 
registered  in  favor  of  legalizing  Bingo 
along  the  lines  of  the  act.  In  addition. 
Senator  Albert  Coles  of  Bridgeport  pre- 
sented 1,000  petitions  and  telegrams  from 
organizations  and  individuals  favoring  the 
bills. 

Mayor  Charles  Moore  of  Stamford 
stated  that  he  believed  the  game  harm- 
less and  that  it  would  flourish  as  bootleg 
Bingo  backed  by  racketeers  if  such  a 
liberalizing  act  were  not  passed.  Knights 
of  Columbus,  Order  of  Eagles,  Disabled 
Veterans’  auxiliaries,  and  the  Hartford 
Central  Labor  Union  sent  representatives 
in  favor  of  returning  Bingo,  citing  uses  of 
funds  derived  from  it  for  social  welfare 
purposes.  Dr.  Lloyd  Worley  of  the  New 
Haven  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  criti- 
cized “charity”  Bingo  as  hurting  the  Com- 
munity Chest  and  other  legitimate  drives, 
and  as  hurting  legitimate  business  by 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


PATRON  CONTROL 


CAPITOLIZE’ 


No  Longer  a 
Summer  Luxury 
AIR  CONDITION- 
ING IS  A YEAR- 
AROUND  NECES- 
SITY. 


Theatre  success  today  requires  comfort  as  well  as  product. 
Have  you  been  putting  off  air  conditioning  on  the  as- 
sumption, perhaps,  that  it  means  refrigeration?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  air  conditioning  includes: 

1.  TEMPERATURE 

2.  HUMIDITY 

3.  AIR  MOVEMENT 

4.  AIR  DISTRIBUTION 

5.  DUST 

6.  BACTERIA 

7.  ODORS 

8.  TOXIC  GASES 

9.  IONIZATION 

We  can  furnish  you  with  air  conditioning 
equipment  — to  solve  any  or  all  of  your  parti- 
cular problems  — within  your  price  range  and 
at  your  terms. 


mW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FORt 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASSL 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
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pACKED  senate  chamber  gave  evidence 

that  people  are  becoming  more  and 
more  interested  in  proposed  legislation 
which  will  affect  them  . . . Bingo  emerged 
as  a marvelous  business  as  organization 
after  organization  cited  social  welfare  ac- 
complished, mortgages  lifted,  and  even 
fire  equipment  purchased  by  means  of  it. 
Representative  of  the  Hartford  Central 
Labor  Union  pulled  a laugh  when  he  said 
he  could  see  no  more  harm  in  Bingo  than 
“in  this  body.”  Member  of  the  judiciary 
committee  retorted,  “That’s  saying  a lot.” 
Mayor  of  Stamford  said  there  was  no 
comparison  between  poker  and  Bingo,  and 
he  knew,  since  he’d  “lost  in  both.”  Repre- 
sentative Pastore  challenged  Harry  Lavietes 
to  disclose  in  the  city  attorney’s  office, 
which  Bingo  games  in  New  Haven  were 
not  conducted  in  a fair  manner.  Secre- 
taries of  the  New  Haven,  Norwalk  and 
Hartford  Chambers  of  Commerce  ex- 
pressed opposition  to  Bingo  and  pari- 
mutuel betting. 

Prof.  William  Lyon  Phelps  called 
“Pygmalion”  a “magnificent  picture,  full 
of  genius,”  and  added,  “Everybody  should 
see  it,”  after  a special  screening.  Poli,  New 
Haven  and  Springfield  have  spojisored 
openings  of  the  picture.  In  New  Haven, 
the  Child  Welfare  Ass’n  was  sponsor,  all 
seats  reserved  in  advance,  and  Junior 
Leaguers  in  evening  clothes  acted  as  ush- 
ers. Springfield  tied  up  with  the  Motion 
Picture  Council  ...  Hi  Bridgeport  the  Poli 
and  Times-Star  cooperated  in  selecting  an 
unknown  girl  and  giving  her  a week  of 
beauty  parlors,  new  clothes,  entertainment, 
and  publicity,  winding  up  with  personal 
appearance  at  the  theatre  . . . Bob  Rus- 
sell used  400  study  guides  on  the  picture 
in  the  schools,  and  distributed  3.000  her- 
alds in  factories,  schools,  etc. 

Drive-in  theatre  rumored  locating  op- 
posite Howard-Johnson’s  on  the  Milford 
Turnpike  this  summer,  with  Meckelberg 
and  DiLoro  reported  as  prospective 
operators  . . . Big  opening  for  this  month 
was  that  of  the  modern  Luxor  Theatre  in 
Unionville,  with  Joe  Faith  at  the  helm. 
The  house  opened  with  “Stand  Up  and 
Fight”  and  “Down  on  the  Farm”  to  over- 
flowing attendance.  Henry  Germaine,  Sam 
Rosen,  I.  Levine,  and  William  Hutchins 
were  present  from  Meadow  Street  . . . 
Hartford  and  Bridgeport  Loew  houses 
have  tied  up  with  bread-sponsored  radio 
programs  on  “The  Lone  Ranger”  serial. 
Delivery  cars  of  Bond  Bread  carry  plugs 
on  the  program  and  picture.  Vaughn 
deLeath,  composer  of  “Hi-Yo  Silver,”  ap- 
peared at  the  theatre  to  autograph  in  the 
lobby. 


Robert  Cobe  back  in  Boston  after  five 
weeks  in  Florida  and  is  reported  embark- 
ing on  a new  venture  in  the  amusement 
field  . . . Ted  Fleischer,  booker  at  Great 
Barrington  for  Interstate,  fust  returned 
from  a West  Indies  cruise  . . . Morris 
Joseph,  Universal  manager,  brought  back 
an  enviable  sun  tan  from  his  cruise  . . . 
Early  spring  sign:  Jim  Casey  of  the  Colo- 
nial, Canaan,  is  joining  the  Norfolk  Golf 
Club  . . . Several  of  the  Boston  executives 
reported  off  for  the  south  before  the  on- 
set of  conventions. 

The  Regal,  Hartford,  customarily  hold- 
ing over  first-run  pictures  from  the 
Strand,  ran  a first-run  picture  last  week, 
and  may  continue  the  policy  in  the  event 
sufficient  holdover  material  is  not  avail- 
able . . . Lenox  is  making  from  two  to 
three-a-week  changes  . . . John  D.  Sirica 
has  arranged  a theatre-radio  tiein  with  the 
Bigelow  plant,  with  the  Bigelow  20-piece 
orchestra  broadcasting  Saturdays  at  11 
a.  m.  from  the  stage  of  the  Franklin, 
Thompsonville,  over  WSPR.  Public  is  in- 
vited to  the  theatre,  and  air  plug  is  given 
the  theatre  program  at  the  end  of  each 
broadcast. 

Strand,  Plainville,  has  signed  with  N.  C. 
Wrisley  for  a ^Q-week  hostess  golden 
glassware  series  . . . The  Plaza,  Worcester, 
discontinues  Bank  Night,  February  24,  and 
substitutes  Ten-O-Win  on  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  . . . Special  pre-holiday  morning 
kiddie  shows  featured  “Lincoln  in  the 
White  House”  and  shorts  at  the  Roger 
Sherman,  New  Haven;  “The  Man  With- 
out a Country”  at  the  State,  Waterbury 
. . . Roger  Sherman  adds  a midnight  open- 
ing of  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  as  a 
pre -Washington’s  Birthday  attraction,  at 
regular  prices. 

Sick  report;  Charlotte  Main,  booker  for 
Findlay  houses  at  Westerly  and  Mystic,  is 
recuperating  after  sustaining  injuries  to 
her  back  . . . Morris  Hadelman’s  southern 
trip  postponed  because  of  indisposition 
. . . George  Somma  of  Republic  out  with 
the  grippe  . . . Hymie  Schwartz  of  the 
Hillcrest,  Taftville,  another  grippe  victim 
. . . Mrs.  Michael  Tomasino  confined  to  a 
New  York  hospital. 

Sophie  Tucker  said  to  have  sent  the 
price  of  five  tickets  to  the  Stagehands  Ball 
for  the  sick  benefit  fund  in  Hartford — 
unsolicited  . . . Sam  Badamo  learned  a 
few  new  tricks  when  the  Journal-Courier 
cooking  school  moved  into  the  College  for 
four  mornings  . . . Paul  Whiteman  is  re- 
ported to  be  concocting  a swing  version 


Trans  Lux  Props 
With  Features 

Boston — Single  features  have  gone  into 
the  Trans  Lux  Theatre  here  as  a business 
stimulant.  Manager  A1  Lauder  had  pre- 
viously denied  a tip  received  by  this  pub- 
lication some  weeks  ago  that  feature  films 
would  soon  be  augmenting  newsreels  and 
shorts  at  the  Washington  Street  house 
which  opened  last  fall. 

A price  revision  has  also  gone  into  ef- 
fect, with  admissions  running  from  20 
cents  until  1 p.  m.,  to  30  cents  until  5 
p.  m.,  to  40  cents  until  closing.  Children 
may  pass  through  the  turnstile  at  any  time 
for  15  cents. 

“Peg  of  Old  Drury”  is  the  first  feature  to 
hit  the  Trans  Lux  screen,  which  isn’t 
trans  lux  at  all  but  reflecting. 

Charter  Milford  Drive-In 
Corp.  in  Massachusetts 

Boston — The  Milford  Drive-In  Theatre 
Corp.  of  Connecticut  has  been  incorporated 
under  Massachusetts  statutes.  Secretary 
of  State  Frederic  W.  Cook  granted  a char- 
ter authorizing  a capital  of  $3,000  to  the 
Nutmeg  State  theatre  operating  concern. 
William  Mclsaac,  John  T.  McNulty,  and 
George  Dowling  of  Boston  are  the  incor- 
porators. 


of  “Boola  Boola”  for  the  annual  junior 
prom  at  which  his  orchestra  will  officiate. 

Bids  on  the  plans  for  the  new  750-seat 
Quittner-Perakos  house  in  Jewett  City 
are  being  entered,  and  expectation  is  the 
houses  will  be  finished  and  ready  for 
operation  by  August  . . . Rialto,  Windsor 
Locks,  will  close  in  June  for  new  seats, 
redecoration,  new  booth,  entrance,  mar- 
quee and  mezzanine,  to  cost  approximately 
$20,000. 

Sam  Davidson  of  Cameo  Screen  and 
Harry  Segal  of  Imperial  Pictures  were 
Meadow  Street  visitors  . . . Mrs.  Bob  Con- 
sidine,  wife  of  the  New  York  Mirror 
sports  columnist,  visited  with  the  Lou 
Browns  here  . . . John  B.  Findlay,  Mystic 
and  Westerly  operator,  is  off  on  a three- 
weeks’  Bermuda  cruise  . . . Al  Schuman 
of  the  Black  Rock,  Bridgeport,  has  re- 
turned from  a vacation  in  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  and  Mrs.  Schuman  is  now  planning 
a trip  . . . George  Rabinowitz,  Republic 
manager,  is  due  back  from  a Mexican 
honeymoon  . . . Harry  Germaine  of  Price 
Premium  is  also  on  the  vacation  list. 

While  a fire  raged  in  the  same  building 
in  which  the  Poli,  Worcester  is  located, 
patrons  were  unaware  of  the  occurrence. 
Manager  Monk  Maloney  had  ushers  pre- 
pared to  reassure  the  patrons,  but  the 
show  proceeded  without  interruption  while 
the  fire  was  extinguished  . . . During 
Grace  Moore’s  appearance  at  the  Bushnell 
Memorial,  Hartford,  Ann  Sothern  and  the 
Roger  Pryor  band  occupied  the  stage  at 
the  State  . . . Vincent  Fiore  no  longer  has 
his  office  with  Modern  Theatre  Equip- 
ment. 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 

BURCH  POPCORN  MACHINES  ARE 
MADE  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THEATRES 


Now  Representing 

J.  J.  CONROY 

Sales  Representative 
NEAV  HA>U*SHIRE, 

Samuel  Horenstein 

104  Elson  Road — -P.  O.  Box  54 

VERMONT,  M.\INE, 

Massachusetts  - R.  I. 

WALTHAM,  MASS. 

CONNECTICUT 
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Vermont  Blue  Laws 
Sound  a Retreat 

Boston  — Blue  laws  in  Vermont  have 
been  bleached.  A statute  permitting  the 
local  licensing  of  Sunday  motion  pictures, 
passed  by  the  legislature  of  the  Green 
Moimtain  state,  has  been  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor Aiken.  The  first  locality  to  take 
advantage  of  the  local  option  clause  was 
Burlington  which  filed  a petition  to  have 
the  matter  aired  March  7. 

So  confident  is  Chris  Buckley  in  Bur- 
lington that  the  town  will  approve  Sun- 
day shows  that  he  is  said  to  have  booked 
RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  in  for  Sunday,  March 
11.  The  larger  towns  are  expected  to  vote 
for  Sabbath  films,  with  most  of  the  smaller 
spots  nixing  the  idea. 

Humor  Succeeds 

A campaign  of  humor  has  been  success- 
ful where  more  serious  drives  failed  an- 
nually. The  antiquated  statutes  were  all 
but  laughed  off  the  books  last  year  when 
blue  law  foes,  stimulated  by  theatre  in- 
terests, called  for  literal  enforcement. 
Among  the  provisions  are  those  requiring 
men  to  carry  guns  to  church  services  and 
prohibiting  the  operation  of  transporta- 
tion lines  through  staid  Vermont  on  Sun- 
day. 

Commented  the  Boston  Globe  this  week 
on  the  situation:  “The  situation  had  be- 
come intolerable.  With  the  regulations 
on  the  statute  books,  and  with  strong 
sentiment  against  them,  local  authorities 
could  and  often  did  show  much  favoritism 
in  taking  action  regarding  individuals. 

“Where  the  disposition  to  enforce  was 
more  uniform,  those  brought  up  for  law- 
breaking paid  their  fines  just  as  though 
they  were  putting  down  the  money  for 
a license. 

“Hereafter  the  situation  is  to  be  order- 
ly, as  different  communities  decide  by  ref- 
erendum just  what  they  desire  in  the  way 
of  Sunday  amusements.  Vermont  has  set 
an  example  that  might  well  be  followed 
elsewhere  in  dealing  with  blue  laws.” 


Sunday  Shows  Are 
Rapped  in  Maine 

Portland,  Me.  — A state-wide  drive 
against  Sunday  shows  was  predicted  fol- 
lowing the  arrest  of  Edward  Desjardins, 
operator  of  the  newly  reopened  Gem  The- 
atre at  Winthrop,  Me.,  on  a charge  of 
screening  motion  pictures  on  Sunday.  The 
case  was  continued  until  March  8 in 
municipal  court. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  W. 
Smith,  superintendent  of  the  Maine  Chris- 
tian Civic  League,  complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  Lincoln  county  sheriff  against 
Sunday  shows  in  Waldoboro  and  that  in  all 
probability  complaints  will  be  made  in 
other  counties. 

The  question  of  showing  motion  pictures 
on  Sunday  in  Maine  was  brought  to  the 
fore  recently  by  the  filing  of  a bill  in  the 
Maine  legislature  to  permit  the  showing 
of  films  on  Sunday  between  the  hoursi  of  t 
and  11  p.  m.  under  local  option. 


Fate  of  Bank  Night  in  Two 
Counties  Before  Court 


25%  Tax  for  Beano 
May  Emerge 

Boston — Beano  receipts  in  Massachu- 
setts will  be  taxed  25  per  cent  if  a 
bill  now  before  the  state  legislature 
passes.  Its  adoption  was  urged  during 
a hearing  before  the  legislative  com- 
mittee on  taxation  by  Representative 
Adolph  Johnson  of  Brockton.  Johnson 
advocated  the  levy  as  a curb  on  "rack- 
eteers who  turn  over  only  a small  part 
of  the  proceeds  to  churches  and  charit- 
able organizations  under  whose  aus- 
pices Beano  parties  are  staged." 


BOSTON 

(Continued  from  page  27) 
erator  of  the  Fine  Arts,  gave  a foreign 
touch  to  a Florida  stay  by  prowing  across 
to  Cuba  last  week. 

J.  P.  Bryne,  Boston  office  manager  for 
M-G-M,  is  back  on  deck  following  two 
weeks  of  skiing  and  such  . . . Marjory 
Perkins  was  the  looker  at  the  Loew’s  State 
and  Orpheum  booth  at  the  Boston  Sports- 
man’s Show.  She  was  formerly  with  the 
Lieberman  circuit. 

Sam  Davidson  has  acquired  New  Eng- 
land distribution  rights  of  “Wild  Inno- 
cence” for  Cameo.  The  flicker  is  based  on 
the  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  yarn,  “Wilder- 
ness Orphan.”  . . . Mrs.  Tex  Safrine,  wife 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  pro- 
jectionist and  Manchester-by-the-Sea 
summer  theatre  operator,  has  been  hos- 
pitalized for  a minor  operatioii. 

Joan  Gallagher,  secretary  to  H.  M.  Ad- 
dison, has  moved  “from  one  end  of  the 
town  to  the  other.”  Old  address  of  the 
Loew’s  miss  was  104  Hemingway  St.  It’s 
now  106  Hemingway,  suh  . . . Ethel  Moore 
of  the  Paramount  and  Raymond  J.  Hall 
are  verifying  prognostications  of  wedding 
bells  with  one  diamond  . . . Leon  Bamber- 
ger, RKO  executive,  told  Advertising  Club’s 
members  here  Tuesday,  “My  business  is 
different.” 

Nicholas  Mascoli  is  to  modernize  and 
open  the  Garden  Theatre  in  Waterbury, 
Conn.  The  Carroll  operator  has  leased  the 
small  location  which  was  formerly  run  by 
Stephen  Panora. 

Maurice  Swartz,  M&P  publicity  assist- 
ant, has  a particular  interest  in  District 
Manager  Skip  McManus’s  trip  to  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.  It  was  the  former  who  pro- 
cured the  tickets  . . . Hy  Teich,  film  dis- 
trict printer,  and  Mrs.  Teich  were  storked 
with  a baby  boy  at  Richardson  House  lasc 
week. 

Dudley  Murphy,  director  of  “One-Third 
of  a Nation,”  is  expected  to  be  three-thirds 
in  Boston  for  the  opening  of  the  film. 
He  has  a sister  in  Winchester. 


Boston — Bank  Night  was  to  send  bal- 
loons aloft  this  weekend  to  test  the 
strength  of  anti-lottery  currents.  The 
question  was  whether  or  not  District  At- 
torney Edmund  Dewing,  from  his  vantage 
in  Brockton  superior  court,  would  be  able 
to  pop  them  off. 

Roy  E.  Heffner,  a marksman  himself, 
seemed  favored  by  virtue  of  an  armor-clad 
test  case  involving  his  own  Key  Theatre 
in  Middleboro.  The  house,  managed  by 
Heffner  jr.,  who  can  also  tell  the  aft  end 
of  a rifle  from  the  stern,  handed  out  a 
Bank  Night  award  to  a non-payee  the 
night  state  police  bought  tickets  and 
brought  out  Heffner,  jr. 

Young  Heffner  was  released  on  $100 
bond.  The  case  was  moved  from  Middle- 
boro district  court  to  Brockton  superior 
court  on  an  agreement  between  George 
S.  Ryan,  Bank  Night  attorney,  and  Dew- 
ing. Young  Heffner’s  bond  was  dropped 
to  $50. 

Outcome  of  the  case  may  settle  the 
future  of  Bank  Night  in  Norfolk  and  Ply- 
mouth counties.  District  Attorney  Dew- 
ing says  that  the  boxoffice  bolster  will 
have  to  go  because  of  an  alleged  lottery 
stigma.  Heffner  is  not  entirely  in  accord. 


Salesman's  Test  Case 
Also  to  Superior  Court 

Boston — Michael  J.  Hurney,  Bank  Night 
salesman,  was  released  on  bond  after  a 
Grand  Jury  indictment  had  been  returned 
against  him  in  a test  case  involving  lot- 
tery charges  in  connection  with  the  opera- 
tion of  Bank  Night  at  the  Great  Scott 
Market  in  Brockton. 

A lower  court  charge  was  dismissed, 
upon  agreement  between  George  S.  Ryan 
and  District  Attorney  Edmund  Dewing, 
so  that  the  test  litigation  might  be  aired 
in  superior  court. 


Bank  Night  Legalization 
Measure  Is  Present 

Boston — “An  act  to  legalize  Bank  Night, 
so  called,  in  theatres”  is  sought  in  a bill 
now  before  the  Massachusetts  legislature. 
The  measure  calls  for  the  enactment  of  a 
provision  that:  “Nothing  in  the  laws  re- 
specting gambling,  lotteries  or  games  of 
chance  shall  be  held  to  render  illegal 
‘Bank  Nights,’  so  called,  in  the  theatres.” 


Featured  in  “Stripes" 

Hollywood  — John  Garfield  and  Ann 
Sheridan  will  be  co-featured  in  “Invisible 
Stripes,”  which  Earl  Baldwin  and  Jona- 
than Finn  are  scripting  at  Warner. 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  in  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 

250  Stuart  Street 
HANcock  5788-5790 
BOSTON 
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Ad  Club  in  Boston 
Hears  Bamberger 


A Responsible  Department — 

The  Carhondale  unit  used  in  air  conditioning  the  Rivoli  Theatre,  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.  house  in  Roxhury,  a Boston  suburb.  Capitol  Engineering 
Co.  did  the  job. 


Boston — The  motion  picture  industry 
spent  over  $70,000,000  last  year  in  the 
United  States  for  all  forms  of  advertising, 
Leon  J,  Bamberger,  RKO’s  sales  promo- 
tion manager,  told  members  of  the  Bos- 
ton Advertising  Club,  February  21,  at  a 
dinner  at  the  Hotel  Statler. 

Of  this  total,  Bamberger  said,  $58,- 
000,000  was  spent  with  newspapers  and 
magazines,  $7,000,000  on  billboards  and 
other  forms  of  outdoor  advertising,  and 
$5,000,000  for  direct  mail,  lobby  displays, 
photos,  and  cuts,  Bamberger  revealed 
that  out  of  every  dollar  spent  by  the  pub- 
lic at  the  boxoffice,  about  7 cents  goes 
into  advertising. 

Speaking  on  the  subject  “My  Business 
Is  Different,”  Bamberger  told  the  adver- 
tising men:  “Selling  motion  pictures  is 
mainly  different  from  selling  other  prod- 
ucts because  we  are  usually  selling  a 
totally  unknown  quantity  until  each  pic- 
ture is  finished  and  we  know  exactly  what 
we  have  and  its  probable  reception  by  the 
public.  There,  too,  we  frequently  guess 
wrong.  Therefore,  we  can  use  no  rule-of- 
thumb,  no  preconceived  campaign  as  can 
the  manufacturer  of  a commercial  com- 
modity. The  finished  picture  may  present 
an  entirely  different  promotional  angle 
than  may  have  been  apparent  in  the 
script.” 


No  One  Into  Asher  s 
Vacated  GN  Post 

Boston — No  one  iSi  being  considered  to 
replace  Harry  Asher  as  divisional  mana- 
ger for  Grand  National,  according  to  J 
W.  Levine,  home  office  representative  for 
the  distributor. 

Resignation  of  the  film  district  veteran, 
former  local  franchise  owner  of  present 
Paramount  distribution  interests,  came  as 
another  in  New  England  Grand  National 
shifts  which  has  cleaned  out  the  top  and 
secondary  layers  in  the  Boston  office. 

Sig  Whitman  has  been  assigned  to  the 
Paramount  Street  quarters  by  New  York. 
Levine,  here  probably  until  next  week, 
intimated  that  Whitman  may  stay  on  as 
regular  local  manager. 

Newsreel  Traces  "Career" 
Of  Brackman  at  Fete 

Boston — Dave  Brackman  has  been  ev- 
erything from  a hula  dancer  to  an  Alas- 
kan sourdough,  if  there’s  anything  more 
than  humor  behind  the  news  clips  assem- 
bled for  screening  at  his  luncheon.  Film 
men  were  prominent  in  the  turnout  of  some 
800  to  honor  the  state  representative  last 
week.  M&P  Theatre  Corp.  had  a special 
table. 

Harry  Browning,  Jack  Saef,  and  Sam 
Olansky  were  among  those  an-anging  the 
function.  Meyer  Marcus  of  M&P.  together 
with  Theatrical  Artist  Art  Moger,  fur- 
nished the  off-screen  dialogue  for  the 
pseudo  newsreel  which  was  projected  by 
Joe  Harris  of  the  same  circuit. 


Raid  on  Quizzo  Games 
Made  in  Portland 

Portland,  Me. — Twelve  persons  were  ar- 
rested and  arraigned  in  municipal  court 
the  following  day  on  charges  growing  out 
of  the  operation  of  Quizzo  games  in  Port- 
land. Nine  were  charged  with  keeping 
a gambling  place  and  three  others  with 
being  present  at  gambling.  All  cases  were 
continued  until  nexi  week. 

The  raid  followed  five  weeks  of  close 
scrutiny  of  the  games  by  Chief  of  Police 
Ralph  D.  Brooks  and  his  men.  All  re- 
spondents were  fingerprinted  and  “mug- 
ged.” 

Those  arrested  charged  with  keeping  a 
gambling  place  included  Milton  Weinberg, 
24;  Bernard  Stein,  38;  Samuel  Silverman, 
33;  Lawrence  Kane,  27;  Harry  Anderson, 
47;  Nathaniel  Littlefield,  46;  Gladys 
Adams,  41;  Mabel  E.  Hamm,  56,  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Strockbridge,  40. 

Those  charged  with  being  present  at 
gambling  were  Ernest  Curtin,  26;  William 
J.  Hodgkins,,  28,  and  Fred  G.  Kantz,  42. 


An  Indefinite  Run  Booking 
For  "Pygmalion"  in  Hub 

Boston — “Pygmalion”  has  been  booked 
day-and-date  into  Loew’s  State  and  Or- 
pheum  for  an  indefinite  run,  beginning 
March  9.  One  of  the  biggest  advertising 
campaigns  of  the  year  will  be  put  on  her^ 
according  to  Joseph  A.  DiPesa.  Using 
newspapers  essentially,  the  exploitation  will 
be  formally  launched  the  Sunday  before 
the  Thursday  opening. 

Boston,  so-called  “Cradle  of  Culture,” 
may  yield  a fertile  crop  of  “Pygmalion’’ 
fans,  it  is  held.  DiPesa  is  already  calling 
them  “Pygmaniacs.” 


Crowd  Hearing  on 
Gambling  Laws 

(Continued  from  page  27) 
bringing  in  cheap,  non-standard  merchan- 
dise, manufactured  under  conditions  often 
unfair  to  organized  labor,  as  prizes.  The 
Connecticut  council  on  social  and  labor 
legislation  decried  Bingo  as  working  to  the 
harm  of  the  poor  and  the  gullible,  and 
brought  in  a large  vote  in  its  disfavor. 
Connecticut  Federation  of  Men’s  Bible 
Classes,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  WCTU  were  among  those  registering 
opposition  votes. 

Martin  W.  Littleton  of  New  York,  for- 
mer district  attorney  for  Nassau  County, 
outlined  a huge  dog-racing  project  and 
creation  of  a dog-racing  commission  in 
the  state,  proposing  to  establish  a grey- 
hound track  at  Stamford.  Oscar  Mon- 
rad, secretary  of  the  New  Haven  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  and  Peter  Foley,  seci’e- 
tary  of  the  Norwalk  Chamber,  opposed 
the  racing  measures.  Monrad  contended 
that  those  least  able  to  afford  it  support 
gambling  at  the  races,  that  corrupt  ele- 
ments are  attracted,  and  that  to  permit 
gambling  would  hurt  business. 

Members  of  the  committee  who  also  will 
hear  many  other  Connecticut  proposals  of 
interest  to  theatremen  this  session  in- 
clude Senator  Rich,  chairman;  E.  L.  Marsh 
jr.,  Senators  Shea  and  Downes;  Messrs. 
Alcorn,  Suf  field;  Marsh,  Old  Lyme; 
Meade,  New  Canaan;  Mitchell,  West  Hart- 
ford; Burke,  Greenwich;  Hampton,  New- 
town; Sherwood,  Bethel;  Ritt,  East  Had- 
dam;  Manchester,  Winchester;  Hadden, 
Orange;  Clarie,  Killingly;  Pastore,  New 
Haven;  Ribicoff,  Hartford. 
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^'Profane  Profile^^  of  Paul  Levi 


Boston — “Paul  Levi  is  a firm  believer 
in  calories.  He  has  the  first  calory  he 
ever  earned,”  reads  a brief  biography  of 
the  Metropolitan  Theatre  publicity  man- 
ager written  by  Meyer  Marcus,  M&P  pub- 
licity assistant.  The  “profane  profile” 
was  one  of  the  most  humorous  items  of  an 
affair  replete  in  laughs  ...  a bachelor 
dinner  tended  Levi  in  recognition  of  his 
forthcoming  marriage  to  Edith  Freedman. 

“Paul  is  35.  He  has  been  35  for  eight 
years  and  will  have  his  35th  birthday  next 
Friday,”  the  Marcus  oracle  commented, 
and  continued: 

“When  he  first  opened  his  eyes  in 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  he  reconsidered  the 
whole  thing  and  asked  to  be  scratched. 

“His  greatest  ambition  is  to  break  90 
in  croquet.  His  favorite  color  is  green. 
He  can  whistle.  Pigeons  like  him.  His 
favorite  food  is  aspirin.  His  greatest  di- 
version is  sitting  around  listening  to  his 
arteries  harden,  and  he  has  just  written 
a book  entitled  ‘How  to  Acquire  Fatigue 
Without  Work.’  His  hobby  is  filling  inside 
straights.  He  also  likes  to  make  out  ex- 
pense sheets. 

“He  has  three  rules  which  he  follows 
diligently : 

1.  Always  have  somebody  else  okay 
everything. 

2.  Do  not  let  the  nerve  strain  get 
you. 

3.  Do  not  talk  to  strangers. 

“He  can  mix  a swell  drink  and  loves 


|y[ANAGER  EDGAR  LYNCH  is  trying 
out  children  matinees  on  Saturday 
morning  at  the  Warner.  This  is  the  first 
time  the  theatre  has  attempted  kiddie 
shows. 

Colds  and  grippe  are  taking  their  toll 
from  the  theatre  staffs. 

Loew-Poli  held  a morning  screening  of 
“Pygmalion”  and  opened  with  a reserved 
seat  night  show  dressed  up  with  flood- 
lights and  all  the  premiere  fixin’s. 

Manager  Morris  Rosenthal  of  the  Ma- 
jestic guested  a group  of  Post-Telegram 
carrier  hoys.  He  also  succeeded  in  landing 
a daily  line  on  the  Post’s  “Lone  Ranger"’ 
comic  strip.  Paper  as  a rule  does  not  go 
for  such  tieups. 

Monday  night  vaudeville  at  the  Globe 
continues  to  give  the  house  its  biggest 
draw  of  the  week. 

Loew-Poli  found  special  Arab  gun  and 
knife  collections  for  lobby  displays  during 
run  of  “Gunga  Din.” 

Humphrey  Doulens  tossed  a party  at 
Cobbs  Mill  Inn  for  Mrs.  Joseph  Tracy. 

Hotel  Stratfield  took  a tip  from  the 
theatres  and  tossed  a cocktail  party  for 
the  press  to  introduce  a new  organ. 

Indoor  circus  at  Waterbury  cut  into 
theatre  grosses  slightly. 


good  food.  He  firmly  believes  that  a high- 
ball should  only  contain  a jigger  of  gin- 
ger ale  and  that  anyone  who  puts  a 
cherry  in  a Martini  would  sell  his  grand- 
mother to  a river-captain.  He  is  a firm 
believer  in  calories.  He  has  the  first 
calory  he  ever  earned.  His  maxim  is 
‘Stuff  a cold  and  stuff  a fever.’  He  loves 
to  make  out  expense  sheets,  which  he 
does  faithfully. 

“He’ll  bet  on  Harvard  against  anyone 
on  anything,  and  these  bets  have  cost 
him  more  than  his  actual  tuition. 

“His  greatest  ambition,  when  he  gradu- 
ated from  Harvard,  was  to  build  a road- 
way across  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Now  he 
is  worried  about  the  fate  of  the  American 
Buffalo  and  has  wired  his  congressman 
not  to  lift  any  embargo  weighing  more 
than  two  tons.  He  is  writing  a book  en- 
titled ‘The  Culture  and  Diseases  of  the 
Sweet  Potato,’  which  he  is  pretty  damn 
sure  won’t  be  a best  seller.  His  pet  di- 
version is  filling  in  expense  reports. 

“When  he  fell  in  love  for  the  first  and 
only  time,  he  went  home  in  a daze  and 
refused  food  for  two  days.  Now  he’s  tak- 
ing nourishment  but  he’s  still  in  a daze. 
He  hates  to  dance.  When  Edith  got  him 
out  on  the  dance  floor  it  was  pretty  cer- 
tain that  he  had  fallen  the  hard  way. 

“His  future  wife  has  a job  and  for  a 
while  it  was  nip  and  tuck  to  see  who 
would  quit  their  jobs — his  wife  or  he. 
She  won — he’s  going  to  keep  working.” 


"Biggest"  Birthday  Cake 
For  Loew  Anniversary 

Boston — Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  the  gentle- 
man who  disseminates  publicity  for  Loew’s 
State  and  Loew’s  Orpheum,,  has  promoted 
a birthday  cake  for  display  in  the  for- 
mer theatre’s  lobby  on  the  occasion  of 
the  circuit’s  25th  something-or-other. 

DiPesa  is  according  the  Waldorf  splen- 
dor “biggest  in  Boston"  billing.  Asked 
where  it  would  go  following  its  Loew’s 
State  stand,  DiPesa  replied,  “Smithsonian 
Institute.” 

"Gateway  to  Hollywood" 
Closes  March  6 in  Hub 

Boston — The  “Gateway  to  Hollywood” 
will  be  closed  March  6 insofar  as  Boston 
is  concerned.  Pinal  eliminations  will  be 
held  that  day  on  the  stage  of  Keith’s 
Memorial.  Arthur  Willy,  Ralph  Roland, 
and  Bryant  Washburn  are  scheduled  to  be 
in  town  for  Boston  Baked  Beans  and  the 
event.  Jack  Granara,  publicist,  has  sched- 
uled a press  luncheon  at  the  Ritz  Carlton. 

Huban  Succeeds  Flaherty 
At  M&P  Fairmount 

Boston — Herbert  Flaherty  has  resigned 
as  manager  of  the  Fairmount  Theatre  in 
suburban  Boston.  Marvin  Huban,  trans- 
ferred from  Hyde  Park,  has  taken  over 
at  the  sister  M&P  location.  Clarence  Lof- 
gren  replaces  Huban. 


PROVIDENCE  will  witness  its  first  “Hol- 
lywood Premiere,”  with  all  the  fixings 
including  Klieg  lights,  radio  announcer, 
etc.,  if  plans  now  being  mapped  by  Mana- 
ger Ed  McBride  of  Loew’s  State  carry 
through.  The  stunt  will  be  engineered  for 
“Pygmalion,”  which  opens  at  the  State 
March  13.  Reserved  seats  for  two  evening 
performances  that  night  will  be  the  pol- 
icy. 

Another  campaign  which  is  keeping  Mc- 
Bride busy  these  days  and  nights  is  one 
being  mapped  for  “Stagecoach,”  opening 
March  2.  Print  of  this  film  will  he  dis- 
patched via  stagecoach  from  Boston  the 
morning  of  that  day,  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts governor  expected  to  give  a send 
off  to  the  creaking,  horsedrawn  vehicle 
from  the  steps  of  the  state  house  in  the 
Hub.  At  this  end  Governor  Vaiiderbilt 
will  welcome  the  coach  on  its  arrival.  It 
is  possible  that  a short  wave  radio  set  and 
operator  will  ride  in  the  coach,  sending 
out  broadcasts  from  time  to  time  telling 
how  trip  is  progressing ; these  dispatches 
to  be  picked  up  and  rebroadcast  by  a Provi- 
dence studio. 

RKO-Albee  is  doing  the  biggest  business 
since  “Snow  White”  with  “Gunga  Din,” 
thanks  in  no  small  measure  to  the  heavy 
ad  campaign  given  the  film  by  Manager 
McDonald. 

John  Curley,  who  resigned  a few  weeks 
ago  as  chief  of  service  at  Loew’s  State, 
with  intentions  of  stepping  out  of  theatre 
work,  has  returned  to  the  fold  and  is  now 
at  the  State,  Boston,  in  an  assistant  man- 
agerial capacity. 

M&P’s  Strand,  Newport,  put  its  new 
sound  system  in  operation  last  week  . . . 
Third  in  a series  of  Saturday  morning 
kid  matinees,  sponsored  by  Parents’ 
League  of  Providence,  was  to  be  run  at 
the  Avon  here  February  25. 

Speaking  of  kid  matinees,  Loew’s  State, 
playing  “Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again”  at 
10  a.  m.  Saturday  mornings,  was  jammed 
with  3,500  youngsters  last  Saturday.  Spe- 
cial police  detail  was  necessary  to  keep  the 
kids  in  line  before  doors  opened. 

George  M.  Cohan  came  to  town  last 
weekend  with  “I’d  Rather  Be  Right”  and 
did  a reported  gross  of  $18,000  for  three 
performances  at  the  Metropolitan,  Fol- 
lowing Friday  night  show  the  star  was 
honored  with  a supper  at  the  Biltmore, 
arranged  by  Edward  M,  Fay,  at  which 
Governor  Vanderbilt  and  the  city’s  fore- 
most citizens  were  present. 


Better  Vending  Machine 
Than  Sale  Crackers 

Boston — Candy  machines  took  a loss  but 
theatre  receipts  remained  intact  as  the 
result  of  a break  at  the  Kenmore  Thea- 
tre, new  Back  Bay  link  in  the  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  chain.  The  thieves  forced  a 
side  window,  pilfered  a handful  of  nickels 
from  a vending  contraption,  and  were  un- 
successful in  attempts  to  unhinge  the  the- 
atre safe. 
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Alann  or  Alanne 


Boston — A1  Steen,  former  New  England 
representative  of  Boxoffice,  has  been  in- 
formed by  Mrs.  Steen  that  they  are  about 
to  have  a baby.  Steen,  who  hasn’t  men- 
tioned the  fact  yet  to  the  Film  Daily  where 
he  is  now  a staff  newsman,  is  planning 
to  ask  for  May  13  off. 

The  heir  will  be  a boy,  Steen  asserts. 
It  wiU  weigh  nine  pounds  and  eleven 
ounces.  The  name  will  be  Alann  Brad- 
ford Steen.  Tire  “Alann”  is  a concoction 
of  “Al”  and  Ann,”  the  latter  being  the 
former  Ann  Powell  whom  Steen  met  and 
wed  while  stationed  here. 

“If  something  goes  wrong  and  I find 
myself  a mother  ...  If  it’s  a girl,  I mean,” 
Steen  states,  “the  name  will  be  ‘Alanne.’ 
At  least,  that’s  what  Mrs.  Steen  tells  me.” 


jyjIDNIGHT  shows  were  held  at  all  first- 
run  houses  to  catch  the  holiday  trade 
. . . The  Strand  Theatre  broke  with  an 
eight-column,  12-inch  ad  heralding  the 
opening  of  “Gunga  Din.”  The  ad  ran  in 
both  the  Evening  Express  and  Press  Her- 
ald. 

The  Gem  Theatre,  Winthrop,  Me.,  de- 
stroyed hy  fire  late  last  summer,  was  re- 
opened. The  house  is  managed  hy  Edward 
Desjardin. 

Bill  Horne,  Warner  salesman  in  the 
Rhode  Island  territory,  has  spent  the  past 
two  weeks  in  Maine,  “breaking  in”  a new 
man.  Bill  used  to  sell  the  Maine-N.  H.- 
Vermont  territory  several  years  ago  and 
was  a frequent  visitor  in  Portland.  Friends 
haven’t  forgotten  that  he  was  a famous 
baseball  player  until  he  “threw  his  arm 
away.” 

A.  J.  Moreau,  district  M&P  manager,  is 
ill  with  grippe  . . . Chelsea  Wcddron,  State 
Theatre  projectionist  with  30  hours  to  his 
credit,  has  at  last  won  the  right  to  fly 
solo.  Now  all  that  remains  to  be  done 
is  to  get  a plane  of  his  own. 

Back  from  a swing  around  his  territory. 
Bill  Benjamin,  NS  salesman,  reports  that 
exhibitors  throughout  the  state  are  highly 
incensed  over  the  competition  offered  them 
by  radio  appearances  of  their  stai’s.  All 
seem  agreed  that  the  practice  should  be 
stopped  at  once.  One  exhibitor  tells  the 
story  of  a member  of  his  own  social  group, 
who,  the  other  night,  formed  a party  to 
listen  to  a favorite  star  over  the  radio, 
thereby  taking  from  his  own  theatre  and 
others  in  the  town,  at  least  six  customers. 
Another  exhbiitor,  who  refuses  to  be 
quoted,  claims  that  on  Thursday  nights 
his  business  goes  down  approximately  20 
per  cent,  due,  he  believes,  entirely  to  cer- 
tain popular  radio  programs  which  feature 
stars  the  screen  has  “made.” 

Comely  Miss  Iva  Stewart,  Hollywood 
starlet,  one  of  three  lo  fly  across  the 
country  to  New  York  recently  on  a per- 
sonal appearance  tour  to  promote  “Tail 
Spin,”  visited  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marple  A.  Stewart  and  brother,  John,  ii 
Bath.  She  was  given  the  key  to  the  city 
by  the  mayor  and  was  received  by  Gov. 


All  the  Current  Cuts  Go 
To  "Peter  the  First" 

Boston — Extensive  deletions  were  made 
on  Amkino’s  “Peter  the  First”  by  the 
Massachusetts  board  of  Sunday  censor- 
ship. The  Soviet  importation  is  the  only 
film  in  a group  of  45  to  catch  the  shears 
in  the  latest  list  released. 

Vaudeville  found  it  tough  going  as  usual. 
No  less  than  seven  acts  collected  Sunday 
padlocks  in  the  Bay  State,  and  eight 
others  had  their  routines  put  through  the 
slicing  machine.  'Twenty  routines  were 
okayed  as  were. 

Scenes,  dialogue,  and  English  dubs  were 
censored  in  “Peter  the  First.”  Cuts  in  the 
ten-reeler  comprised:  “Scene  showing 

Katia  slapping  Demidov  and  crowd  kiss- 
ing her  hand;  English  captions  and  dia- 
logue, ‘Tell  her  she  might  take  a candle 
and  light  the  way — ,’  to  an  including,  ‘Go — 
be  off  . . .;’  ‘Well,  what  . . . Katia  . . . 
Did  the  Czar  fall  asleep?  Imprudent!’ 

“Scene  showing  Katia  placing  Peter’s 
hand  on  her  abdomen;  English  captions 
and  dialogue,  ‘ — What,  what  do  you  care 
about  him  . . .,’  to  and  including,  ‘ — Katia, 
Mother!  It  isn’t  so!’  Scene  showing  Peter 
holding  illegitimate  baby;  scenes  showing 
Peter  kissing  bare  stomach  and  buttocks 
of  baby.” 

There’s  a right  and  wrong  way  of  kiss- 
ing a baby  in  Massachusetts. 


New  Product  Stacking 
Up  at  Cameo  Screen 

Boston — An  influx  of  new  product  is 
filling  the  vaults  at  Cameo  Screen  At- 
tractions, Inc.  Sam  Davidson  is  now  dat- 
ing “Feud  of  the  Range,”  the  first  of  eight 
Bob  Steeles  to  be  received.  The  Cameo 
owner  also  has  contracted  for  New  Eng- 
land distribution  of  Metropolitan  Pictures 
output.  The  first  of  sixteen  featm’es  in 
next  month. 

Also  on  deck  is  “Songs  and  Saddles,” 
the  first  of  a half-dozen  outdoor  films  fea- 
turing the  radio  star.  Gene  Austin. 


Two  in  Boston  Resume 
First-Run  Policy 

Boston — The  Paramount  and  Fenway, 
after  following  the  Metropolitan  for  the 
past  few  weeks,  got  back  into  first  runs 
Wednesday  with  “St.  Louis  Blues”  and 
“Persons  in  Hiding.” 

The  shift  to  a Wednesday  opening  was 
commenced  last  week,  after  “Jesse  James’ 
had  been  moved  from  the  Metropolitan 
following  its  13th  day,  so  as  to  line  up  for 
new  bills  at  the  M&P  locations  on  Wash- 
ington’s Birthday. 


Lewis  O.  Barrows  during  her  brief  visit. 
Miss  Stewart,  formerly  employed  in  a five- 
and-ten-cent  store  in  Bath,  won  the  title 
of  “Miss  Maine”  at  Old  Orchard  Beach 
in  1933.  The  Strand  Theatre  took  advan- 
tage of  the  publicity  her  visit  inspired  by 
running  a large  display  ad,  plugging  “Tail 
Spin,”  Miss  Stewart’s  first  picture,  which 
opens  at  the  house  Monday. 


Addison  Can  Fish 


Boston — H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  division- 
al manager,  has  established  himself  as 
the  fishingest  fisherman  in  the  New  Eng- 
land film  gentry  with  the  catch  of  a large- 
mouth  bass,  scaling  12  pounds  two  ounces. 
The  theatrical  Izaak  Walton  landed  the 
catch  in  Western  Florida  inland  waters 
during  a vacation  from  which  he  returned 
last  week. 

The  piscatorial  prize  culminated  the 
catching  of  over  two  dozen  large-mouth 
bass  averaging  from  21/2  to  3^2  pounds. 
Addison,  who  makes  several  Canadian  fish- 
ing excursions  yearly,  and  who  owns  a 
fishing  lodge,  tossed  back  a pair  of  21- 
inch  pickerel. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


^HE  Granite  State’s  star  admirers  sel- 
dom see  a film  celebrity  in  the  flesh, 
with  an  opportunity  at  the  same  time  to 
see  the  star  in  a nearby  film,  but  when 
Gladys  Swarthout  appeared  recently  at 
Phillips-Exeter  Academy  in  Exeter,  the 
Paramount  picture,  “Ambush,”  featuring 
Miss  Swarthout  and  Lloyd  Nolan,  was  be- 
ing shown  at  the  Palace  in  Manchester. 

The  Ossipee  and  Wolfeboro  Rotary  clubs 
united  recently  in  tendering  a testimonial 
dinner  to  Speaker  of  the  House  Ansel  San- 
born,  who  operates  film  theatres  in  the 
two  towns.  About  130  Rotarians,  legisla- 
tors and  friends  attended. 

Sheriffs  of  Rockingham  county  staged 
one  of  their  biggest  raids  when  they 
swooped  down  on  an  alleged  “bookie”  es.- 
tablishment  in  the  town  of  Atkinson  and 
detained  nearly  40  persons.  Two  alleged 
operators  were  fined  $100  and  costs  and 
handed  suspended  jail  sentences. 

The  New  Strand  in  Farmington  pre- 
sented “Huckleberry  Finn”  as  a Washing- 
ton’s Birthday  special  . . . “Gunga  Din”: 
proved  so  popular  that  it  was  given  a 
three-day  holdover  at  the  State  in  Man- 
chester. 

John  R.  Burnett,  Nashua  business  man 
and  in  his  younger  days  a musician  with 
Sousa’s  Band  and  other  units,  died  in 
Nashua,  February  14.  He  was  64  years  old. 

To  Rebuild  Fire-Wrecked 
Hub  Suburban  House 

Boston  — The  Ball  Square  Theatre  in 
suburban  Boston  is  to  be  rebuilt  follow- 
ing a $25,000  fire.  It  was  a “Tale  of  Two 
Cities,”  inasmuch  as  the  boxoffice  and 
lobby  is  in  Somerville  and  the  auditorium 
in  Medford.  Firemen  from  both  cities 
managed  to  keep  the  blaze  from  spreading. 

The  projection  booth,  above  the  balcony, 
collapsed.  The  balcony,  itself,  fell.  Water 
damage  increased  the  loss. 

Julius  Joelson  leases  the  theatre  build- 
ing from  Hillson  Associates.  Joelson’s 
circuit  includes  the  Central  and  Capitol 
in  Somerville.  Charles  Pickett  managed 
the  Ball  Square  location. 
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Do  Their  Part  for 
Refugees 

Nashville- — A total  of  $3,606.81  was 
realized  for  the  fund  for  the  relief  of 
German  refugees  when  the  Bailey-Starr 
circuit  of  theatres  contributed  one  day's 
receipts. 

"I  hope  this  movement  spreads  to 
other  theatre  chains  and  other  inde- 
pendent theatres  throughout  the  coun- 
try," said  Milton  Starr  of  the  circuit  as 
he  forwarded  his  donation. 

Distrust  Is  Seen  in 
"Divorce"  Repeal 

Dallas — The  action  of  the  North  Dakota 
legislature  in  passing  the  repeal  of  the 
state  theatre  divorce  bill  and  of  the  gov- 
ernor in  signing  it  will  “intensify”  and 
“redouble”  Allied’s  past  efforts  to  free  the 
motion  picture  industry  from  “monopolistic 
control,”  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  national 
president  and  head  of  the  Texas  unit,  told 
Boxoffice  here. 

Pointing  out  that  Allied’s  policies  are 
dictated  by  its  board  of  directors.  Cole  de- 
clared that  “suspicion  recently  lulled  to 
some  extent  will  now  unfortunately  be  in 
the  mind  of  every  Allied  leader  when  and 
if  there  are  any  future  trade  practice  ne- 
gotiations.” 


Drawing  Ban  Bill 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — A bill  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  house  to  prohibit  Bank 
Night  in  Hempstead  County. 


Wins  Drive  Prize — 

Robert  E.  Bryant  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre in  Rock  Hill,  S.  C.,  loinner  of 
third  place  in  the  showman’s  section 
of  the  Movie  Quiz  contest  for  towns 
under  15,000  population. 


Gordon  New  Head 
Of  Jefferson 

Beaumont,  Tex. — Reports  that  Joe  C. 
Clemmons  had  resigned  from  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co.  as  presi- 
dent were  confirmed  in 
an  announcement  made 
a few  days  ago. 

Sol  E.  Gordon,  chair- 
man of  the  circuit’s 
board  of  directors,  suc- 
ceeds Clemmons  as 
president.  Clemmons 
had  recently  been  elect- 
ed president  of  the 
Beaumont  chamber  of 
commerce  to  which  of- 
soL.  GORDON  ]^g  devote 

much  time  in  addition  to  handling  his  pri- 
vate interests  from  offices  he  has  set  up 
in  the  San  Jacinto  Bldg.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  plans  a pleasure  trip  with  his 
family. 

Clemmons  was  president  of  Jefferson 
since  the  circuit  was  organized  in  1918 
and  watched  the  business  grow  to  include 
71  theatres  in  southeast  Texas.  He  will 
still  serve  on  the  circuit’s  board  of  direc- 
tors but  said  he  had  decided  to  “slow  down 
and  have  a sort  of  holiday  while  still  able 
to  enjoy  it.” 

He  came  to  Beamnont  from  Marshall  in 
1906,  starting  in  show  business  as  a ticket 
seller  at  the  old  Kyle  Theatre,  working 
for  his  brother,  Theo.  The  Clemmons 
Bros,  later  opened  Beaumont’s  second  mo- 
tion picture  show,  the  Imperial  on  Crock- 
ett St.  His  partnership  with  Sol  E.  Gor- 
don was  formed  in  1918. 

Jefferson  employs  650  people  and  its 
local  Jefferson  Theatre  is  classed  as  a 
million-doUar  property. 

Gordon  is  on  a South  American  tour. 
Tom  Clemmons,  a brother  of  the  resigned 
president,  will  continue  as  general  mana- 
ger of  the  company. 


Joe  C.  Clemmons,  soon  after  his  resig- 
nation, spent  a few  hours  on  the  Dallas 
Filmrow,  chatting  with  friends  and  mean- 
while confirming  his  retirement  from  show 
business. 

Retreat  From  Radio  Is 
Pleasing  to  Trade 

Oklahoma  City — The  reaction  of  ex- 
hibitors in  this  area  to  the  further  with- 
drawal of  studios  from  participation  in 
radio  programs  has  been  highly  favor- 
able. Little  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
Hollywood  announcements  by  theatremen 
here  or  in  Tulsa,  but  in  the  smaller  cities 
and  towns,  where'  the  radio  shows  have 
been  cutting  deeply  into  the  boxoffice,  the 
moves  are  hailed  with  wires  of  congratula- 
tions to  the  producers. 

A good  deal  still  remains  to  be  done  in 
that  direction  to  satisfy  the  small  town 
exhibitors,  however,  as  there  are  still  many 
dull  spots  in  their  theatre  programs  and 
they  don’t  hesitate  to  point  out  that  those 
dull  spots  are  the  exact  times  when  radio 
shows,  replete  with  Hollywood  talent,  are 
on  the  air. 


Public  Hearings  on 
Billboards 

Oklahoma  City — Public  hearings  on 
a bill  which  would  eliminate  roadside 
billboards  in  Oklahoma  will  be  held 
before  the  house  committee  on  roads 
and  highways  headed  by  Rep.  Ben 
Ellis  of  Oklahoma  City.  Club  women 
and  safety  advocates  have  urged  its 
adoption.  If  adopted,  the  bill  would 
virtually  do  away  with  high-spot  boards 
used  by  the  theatres  in  this  state. 

Shuttee  Takes  Over 
Standard  Helm 

Oklahoma  City — W.  B.  Shuttee  this 
week  took  over  as  general  manager  of 
Standard  Theatres,  succeeding  B.  P. 
(Dinty)  Moore,  who  has  gone  to  Pitts- 
burgh as  district  manager  for  Warner’s 
theatre  circuit.  In  his  new  affiliation, 
Moore  will  supervise  24  houses. 

A stag  party  was  held  by  local  exchange 
and  theatre  managers  for  Moore  before  he 
left  for  the  east.  Among  those  who  at- 
tended were:  Charles  Clark,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox; W.  B.  Zoellner,  M-G-M;  Otto 
Rhode,  Warner  Bros.;  Jack  Curry,  Para- 
mount; Dewey  Gibbs,  Columbia;  Ralph 
Williams,  RKO;  Jimmy  Hobbs,  Universal; 
T.  B.  Noble  jr.,  State  Theatre;  Morris 
Loewenstein,  Majestic  Theatre;  Horace 
Falls,  J.  H.  Griffith,  C.  O.  Fulgham,  Frank 
McCabe,  Lester  Gibbs,  all  of  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  and  Wallace  Walthall,  a 
visitor  from  Dallas. 


Also  in  Money — 

Henry  A.  Brownlee  of  the  Ritz  and 
New  theatres  at  Russellville,  Ark.,  who 
took  fourth  place  in  the  Movie  Quiz 
for  situations  under  15,000  population. 
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Walthall  Honored 
By  Trailer  Firm 

Dallas — Come  March,  Wallace  Walthall 
of  National  Screen  Service  here  rounds  out 
a birthday  and  15  years  with  the  trailer 
company.  A friendly  pen  has  contributed 
the  following  to  launch  a month  of  trib- 
ute to  the  popular  film  man: 


Down  in  Shelby  County,  Alabama,  where 
the  persimmons  grow  big,  black  and  lu- 
cious;  where  the  Coosa  River  flows  slug- 
gishly toward  Mobile  Bay,  two  young 
Southerners,  barely  in  their  teens,  were 
doing  the  yearly  chore  of  ploughing. 

That  is,  one  of  them  was  doing  most  of 
the  ploughing,  while  the  other  habitually 
stopped  at  the  end  of  the  row  and  with 
head  uncovered  beneath  an  old  Elm  tree, 
orated  to  his  heart’s  content,  and  dreamed 
of  fame  and  fortune  as  an  actor. 

The  lad  who  was  doing  the  dreaming 
and  orating,  grew  up  to  manhood  and 
undying  fame  as  the  “Little  Colonel”  of 
the  “Birth  of  a Nation,”  a heroic  epic 
of  the  rebirth  of  the  South.  He  was 
Henry  B.  Walthall. 

The  other  little  husky,  who  didn’t  mind 
doing  most  of  the  ploughing  because  his 
mind  had  a commercial  bend  to  it,  and 
who  was  mostly  interested  in  getting  the 
ground  turned  over,  the  field  planted  and 
the  com  harvested,  so  that  his  talented 
little  brother  could  make  those  dreams 
come  true,  was  Wallace  Walthall. 

Much  water  has  passed  under  the  bridge 
since  those  happy  days.  Henry  and  Wal- 
lace both  became  members  of  a family 
troupe  of  Shakespearean  actors,  and  trav- 
eled the  domain  of  Alabama.  Henry  wen+ 
on  to  New  York  and  became  associated 
with  the  legitimate  stage,  while  Wallace 
took  over  the  job  of  storekeeper  in  a coal 
mine. 

Finally,  Henry  came  home  and  inter- 
ested his  business-like  brother  in  the 
proposition  of  going  into  “show  business.” 
“I’ll  make  ’em  laugh  and  cry,  and  you 
sell  ’em,”  said  Henry  to  Wallace. 

From  that  day  on,  a new  force  came 
into  the  theatrical  field.  Tire  “Movies” 
had  recently  been  born  and  there  was 
opportunity  staring  both  of  these  lads  in 
the  face.  Both  of  them  seized  the  op- 
portunity and  both  achieved  the  top  in 
their  respective  fields.  Henry,  as  an  actor 
and  Wallace  as  a sales  and  service  execu- 
tive. 

It  did  not  take  Wallace  long  to  estab- 
lish himself  as  a top  executive.  It  did  not 
take  long,  but  it  took  loads  of  persever- 
ance, long  working  hours  and  a world  of 
intestinal  fortitude. 

He  traveled  the  south  from  Kansas  City 
to  New  Orleans,  from  El  Paso  to  Char- 
lotte. He  made  friends  and  he  held  them. 
He  held  them  by  untiring  service  and  a 
penchant  for  square  dealing. 

The  “Movies”  were  growing,  expanding, 
improving  and  rapidly  taking  their  right- 
ful place  among  the  allied  arts.  Old  meth- 
ods were  discarded  and  new  ones  took 
their  place.  The  multiple  reel  feature  came 


Testimonial  Drive — 

Wallace  Walthall  of  National  Screen 
Service  in  Dallas,  to  whom  the  month 
of  March  has  been  dedicated  for  a 
company  sales  drive. 


into  being,  and  the  admission  prices  were 
soaring  high  above  the  usual  5-cent  price 
charged  at  the  Nickelodeons. 

With  the  rise  in  admission  prices,  and 
with  the  building  of  theatres,  designed 
exclusively  for  the  presentation  of  mo- 
tion pictures,  new  and  better  means  of 
presenting  these  motion  pictures  were  de- 
veloped. 

At  the  same  time  the  newspapers,  maga- 
zines and  other  press  media  started  to 
recognize  the  “Movies”  as  an  important 
item  in  the  life  of  the  American  fam- 
ily. Tlvey  had  arrived,  and  in  no  uncer- 
tain terms. 

When  the  idea  occurred  to  improve  the 
method  of  advertising  these  pictures  on 
the  screens  of  the  theatres;  an  idea  so 
radical  that  showmen  loudly  acclaimed  it 
as  impracticable,  and  laughed  at  it  as  the 
world  had  laughed  at  the  Wright  Brothers 
when  they  first  announced  that  they  had 
invented  a machine  which  would  fly 
through  the  air,  the  originators  of  the 
idea  looked  around  for  a man  capable  of 
carrying  the  pioneering  banner  of  this 
idea  to  the  showmen  of  the  South  and 
the  Southwest.  They  selected  Wallace 
Walthall. 

That  idea  was  National  Screen  Pre-Vues, 
and  Wallace  Walthall  was  the  first  and 
only  salesman,  or,  if  you  may,  franchise 
holder,  in  these  parts. 

From  a one-man  beginning,  with  his 
filing  cabinet  in  the  pockets  of  his  coat, 
with  his  office  anywhere  he  happened  to 
be,  and  with  his  customers  being  ser- 
viced direct  from  a lone  studio  in  New 
York,  he  built  a business  in  this  section 
that  today  stands  as  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant divisions  of  the  company. 

National  Screen  Service  is  known  as 
“The  Prize  Baby  of  the  Industry,”  and 
Wallace  Walthall  is  the  Blue  Ribbon 
baby  of  the  company. 

For  15  years,  Wallace  Walthall  has  gone 
on  and  on,  making  new  friends,  holding 
old  ones,  giving  a square  deal  to  one  and 


all,  and  rendering  a service  to  his  com- 
pany that  is  unsurpassed  by  any. 

During  the  month  of  March,  Wallace 
celebrates  a birthday  and  rounds  out  his 
15th  milestone  with  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice. In  a sincere  tribute  to  his  loyalty, 
sincerity  and  service  to  his  company  and 
friends,  Paul  Short,  divisional  manager, 
has  announced  that  “March  Is  Wallace 
Walthall  Month.” 

The  month  will  be  fittingly  celebrated 
by  employes  and  friends  alike.  A dinner 
will  be  given  in  Mr.  Walthall’s  honor 
with  George  Dembow,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  the  company,  officiating,  and 
which  will  be  attended  by  every  employe 
of  the  company  in  Dallas,  as  well  as  many 
out-of-town  branch  managers  and  execu- 
tives. 

The  Dallas  exchange  will  be  appropri- 
ately decorated  for  the  occasion,  and  all 
employes  will  wear  an  emblem  as  a token 
of  their  love  and  respect  for  this  veteran 
of  Filmrow.  “Happy  Birthday,  Wally,  and 
continued  ‘smooth  sailing!’”  * 


Tribute  to  Walthall 
By  Loewenstein 
TO  BOXOFFICE: 

“It  has  just  come  to  my  attention  that 
National  Screen  Service  is  honoring  that 
old  Maestro  and  ‘Dean  of  Dallas,’  Wallace 
Wales  Walthall,  for  his  15  years  of  stew- 
ardship in  the  territory. 

“No  one  who  knows  Wallace  as  you  do 
needs  any  suggestion  as  to  his  sterling 
qualities,  except  perhaps  from  someone 
like  myself,  who  has  traveled  the  path  with 
him  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century. 
* * * There  is  no  one  else  who  has  an- 
swered the  call  of  business,  fellowship  and 
charity,  whichever  has  beckoned,  with  ful- 
ler spirit  than  our  good  friend. 

“I  know  you  and  your  publication  will 
use  every  effort  to  crown  this  event  with 
the  success  it  so  rightly  deserves.” — Morris 
Loewenstein. 


Morris  Loewenstein  owns  and  operates 
the  Majestic  Theatre,  Oklahoma  City.  He 
is  president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre 
Owners  of  Oklahoma  and  secretary  of  the 
MPTOA. 


Rhodes  to  Open  Second 
Theatre  at  Jasper,  Tex, 

Jasper,  Tex. — A second  theatre  here  was 
assured  when  A.  B.  (Doc)  Rhodes,  mana- 
ger of  the  Lone  Star,  said  he  had  closed 
a deal  for  a large  brick  building  on  Main 
St.  The  present  Lone  Star  will  be  moved 
into  the  new  location  after  around  $8,000 
has  been  spent  in  modernizing  the  lower 
floor  for  a theatre,  and  remodeling  the 
second  story  for  office  spaces.  Seating 
capacity  will  be  increased,  Rhodes  said. 
Remodeling  will  start  March  1 and  com- 
pleted in  45  days. 

Rhodes  said  he  will  then  use  the  present 
Lone  Star  location  for  a second-run  house. 
About  four  years  ago  Rhodes  spent  about 
$10,000  on  equipment  and  furnishings  for 
the  Lone  Star  and  needs  only  additional 
chairs  for  the  new  house.  He  has  been 
in  show  business  for  eight  years,  the  last 
two  of  which  have  been  in  association 
with  Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 
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ROCLAMATION 


Whereas:  Wallace  Walthall,  veteran  of  show  business,  loyal  friend 
of  the  showman  and  pioneer  standard  bearer  for  National  Screen  Service 
in  the  South  and  Southwest,  comes  to  another  important  milestone  in 
his  brilliant  career  during  the  month  of  March  . . . and 

Whereas:  Wallace  Walthall  celebrates  another  birthday  and 
rounds  out  15  years  of  loyal  service  to  his  legion  of  friends  and  to  his 
Company  . . . and 

Whereas:  Wallace  Walthall  is  dearly  beloved  by  his  business  and 
social  associates  alike  and  as  a sincere  tribute  to  his  years  of  service, 
integrity,  fortitude  and  square  dealing,  some  mark  of  approval  should 
be  made  at  this  time. 

Therefore:  i proclaim  this  entire  month  of  March  as  WALLACE 
WALTHALL  MONTH  and  call  upon  all  of  Wally's  friends  in  this  domain 
to  help  celebrate  this  momentous  occasion  in  a befitting  manner. 


February  twenty-fifth 
nineteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine 


Paul  Short 

Divisional  Manager 


NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE 

(DALLAS  BRANCH) 

PRE-VUES  ACCESSORIES 

SPECIAL  TRAILERS 

2012  JACKSON  STREET  DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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Trade  Turns  Out  for  Opening 
Of  New  Dallas  Supply  Office 


By  V.  W.  CRISP 

Dallas — Several  hundred  people  of  this 
industry,  in  all  ranks  of  service,  thronged 
the  new  store  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  during  its  formal  opening  Monday. 
The  morning  was  given  over  to  visiting 
exhibitors  for  an  inspection  of  the  mod- 
ernistic place  with  its  displays  of  new 
merchandise. 

The  afternoon,  however,  drew  a larger 
crowd  when  most  of  Filmrow  dropped  in 
for  sandwiches  and  refreshments.  Among 
the  visitors  were  many  local  and  out-of- 
town  exhibitors,  circuit  heads,  branch 
managers,  bookers,  shippers  and  clerks. 

Never  has  any  place,  within  knowledge 
of  this  reporter,  drawn  more  compliments 
for  attractiveness,  and  likewise  has  any 
manager  been  more  warmly  felicitated 
than  was  J.  I.  Roberts,  head  of  the  new 
store. 

They  called  it  the  “finest  trade  estab- 
lishment here  or  anywhere  else” — and  they 
called  it  “a  beautiful  showcase,”  the  last 
classification  coming  because  the  store  oc- 
cupies the  corner  of  Harwood  and  Jack- 
son  Sts.,  with  its  front  and  side  wall  being 
entirely  of  plate  glass. 

Color  predominates.  The  floor  is  red, 
drapes  are  gray,  new  furniture  is  walnut, 
the  inside  walls  are  mahogany.  The  ceil- 
ing is  lined  with  fluorescent  lighting  tubes. 
A heavy  silver  rope  borders  a carpeted 
space  for  the  clerical  department.  In 
front  of  the  accessory  shelves  is  a curved, 
streamlined  counter  in  yellow,  orange  and 
red  enamel,  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
features  of  the  store. 

Roberts’  private  office  is  finely  ap- 
pointed in  taste  well  in  keeping  with  the 
balance  of  the  store.  Main  items  of  equip- 
ment, projectors,  etc.,  are  arranged  toward 
the  front  entrance. 

Opening  day  the  place  was  literally 
covered  with  floral  tributes.  They  came 
from  Clark  & Courts,  Hertner  Electric  Co., 
W.  B.  King,  Mercantile  National  Bank, 
Robb  & Rowley-United  Circuit,  P.  G. 
Cameron  of  the  Peak  Theatre,  Altec  Ser- 
vice, Raymond  Comes  and  Mrs.  Comes  of 
Parmersville;  Bub  Newman,  Alexander 
Smith  & Sons,  Messrs.  Gottschall  and 
Nungesser  of  General  Electric;  Betty  Lou’s 
Flower  Shop,  and  Texas  Poster  Exchange. 
Ben  Ferguson  gave  corsages  to  National’s 
feminine  group  for  the  occasion. 

In  the  new  store.  Manager  Roberts  has 
provided  a private  desk  and  private  tele- 
phone for  the  exclusive  use  of  exhibitors 
while  they  are  in  town. 


"Curiosity  Show" 

Hawkinsville,  Ga. — Ted  Mimson,  new 
manager  of  the  local  theatre,  each 
Wednesday  runs  a “Curiosity  Show,”  with 
typical  questions  to  be  answered:  What 
is  the  name?  Who  are  the  players?  Will 
you  enjoy  this  picture?  The  idea  has 
aroused  much  interest. 


Warner  Retains  Leo 

Hollywood — Maurice  Leo  has  been  re- 
tained on  the  writing  staff  of  Warner. 


Host  at  Opening — 

J.  1.  Roberts,  Rational  Theatre 
Supply  manager  in  Dallas,  who 
played  host  to  the  trade  on  the 
formal  opening  of  the  com- 
pany’s new  store  there  Monday. 

Standard  Loses  $1,750 
Action  for  Damages 

Oklahoma  City — “The  proprietor  of  a 
theatre  who  charges  an  admission  price 
to  anyone  desiring  to  receive  entertain- 
ment, owes  his  patrons  the  duty  to  exer- 
cise a high  degree  of  care  in  their  behalf 
to  prevent  injui-y  to  them,”  the  state  su- 
preme court  ruled  in  affirming  a jury 
judgment  from  district  court  here  for 
$1,750  to  Mrs.  Nova  Hughes. 

Defendants  were  Standard  Theatres 
Corp.  in  whose  Liberty  Theatre  here  Mrs. 
Hughes  alleged  she  fell  because  of  bad 
lighting.  She  charged  that  the  aisle  into 
which  she  stepped  from  her  seat  was  ap- 
proximately four  inches  below  the  row  of 
seats  and,  because  of  improper  lighting, 
she  could  not  see  this. 

The  case  was  taken  to  the  supreme  court 
on  the  contention  that  instructions  which 
charged  the  jury  to  the  effect  set  out 
in  the  first  paragraph  were  improper. 

“Refusal  of  the  trial  court  to  give  re- 
quested instructions  is  not  error  where, 
in  the  instructions  given,  the  law  appli- 
cable is  covered  by  instructions  which 
properly  submit  the  issues  involved,”  the 
supreme  court  held.  “When  the  instruc- 
tions given  define  ‘proximate  cause’  and 
charge  the  jury  the  injuries  for  which  the 
recovery  is  sought  must  be  the  result  of 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
before  there  can  be  any  recovery,  the  same 
are  sufficient  as  to  the  element  of  proxi- 
mate cause.” 


^HE  first  newsreel  pictures  of  the  recent 
Texas  Open  Golf  Tournament  was 
shown  at  the  Majestic  Theatre  last  week. 
Filming  of  the  most  important  phases  of 
the  event  was  made  on  the  links  by 
RKO-Pathe  News,  which  is  the  Majestic’s 
news  service. 

From  all  indications  of  advance  ticket 
sales,  it  looks  like  another  sellout  for  the 
“Whiteoaks”  roadshow  starring  Ethel  Bar- 
rymore at  the  Texas  Theatre  February  25, 
for  two  performances.  Price  range  was 
from  55  cents  to  $2.50. 

“Perpetual  Sacrifice,”  the  religious  film 
made  by  W.  H.  S.  Foster,  will  get  its 
second  Texas  showing  in  Corpus  Christi 
March  2,  it  was  announced  here  last  week 
at  the  premiere  showing.  The  producers 
of  the  film  plan  next  to  make  “The  Ros- 
ary,” another  Biblical  film,  soon. 

Duke  Wayne  and  Paul  Willett  are  mak- 
ing a short  subject  dealing  with  polo 
ponies,  using  local  atmosphere  and  color 
. . . Boxoffice  learns  that  the  local  Para- 
mount Pictures  branch  office  will  close  up 
shop  and  leave  Santone  after  their  lease 
expires  soon. 

“Amphitryon  38”  played  to  capacity  mat- 
inee and  night  audiences  at  the  Texas 
Saturday.  Alfred  Lunt  and  Lynn  Fontanne 
were  warmly  received  by  both  critics  and 
public  . . . “Body  and  Soul,”  a sex  picture, 
with  Mrs.  Jardine  McCree  lecturing  on  the 
stage  in  person,  opened  Monday  at  the 
Prince  Theatre,  independent  house  . . . 
Major  Bowes’  “World’s  Fair  Revue”  at 
the  Majestic  did  extra  good  business  for 
the  week. 

Due  to  popular  demand,  the  Warner 
dance  team  of  Carla  and  Fernando  were 
held  over  for  an  extra  week  at  the  Gleam 
. . . An  old-time  silent  film  star  bobbed 
up  here  during  the  recent  golf  tournament 
— she  was  Viola  Dana,  now  the  wife  of  one 
of  the  golfers. 


Ask  Bids  on  1,100  Seat 
Theatre  at  Santone 

San  Antonio — Bids  are  asked  for  erec- 
tion of  a $75,000  theatre,  store  and  office 
building  on  West  Gray,  near  Shepherd, 
for  the  River  Oaks  Corp.  The  theatre 
will  seat  1,100,  be  air-conditioned  and  have 
indirect  lighting.  Pettigrew  & Worley  of 
Houston  and  Dallas  are  the  architects. 
Hugh  Potter,  developer  of  the  River  Oaks 
addition,  is  behind  the  theatre  project. 
Who  will  operate  the  show  could  not  be 
learned  at  this  time. 

Bids  on  this  building  were  advertised 
for  about  a month  ago,  but  all  were  re- 
jected. 


Dillinger  Original 

Hollywood  — Charles  Blake,  Chicago 
American  reporter,  is  writing  an  original 
on  the  criminal  career  of  John  Dillinger, 
late  public  enemy  No.  1,  for  Warner  Bros 


RKO  Signs  McLaglen 

Hollywood  — A one-picture  pact  has 
been  signed  by  Victor  McLaglen  at  RKO. 
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Sunday  Shows  Are  Closer  in 
Tennessee  After  New  Bill 


C.  ANDERSON,  southern  district 
manager  for  Ross  Federal  Checking 
Co.,  was  in  Memphis  a fev/  days  this  week. 
J.  T.  Machat  and  O.  K.  Swann,  head  of 
the  credit  promotion  division  of  Ross 
Federal,  have  established  an  office  in  the 
Sterick  Building  for  credit  promotion 
work  and  now  have  a personnel  of  12 
people. 

Floyd  Shaffer,  representative  of  the 
American  Desk  Mfg.  Co.,  has  returned 
from  the  opening  of  the  new  400-seaf  the- 
atre in  Hughes,  Ark.,  which  is  being  oper- 
ated by  H.  K.  Kinney,  former  exhibitor 
at  Hardy,  Ark.  This  is  the  first  time  there 
has  been  a theatre  in  Hughes  for  several 
years. 

J.  W.  Wofford,  who  operates  the  theatre 
in  Europa,  Union  and  Ackerman,  Miss., 
has  taken  over  the  Star  Theatre,  Calhoun 
City,  which  will  be  closed  for  a time  for 
extensive  remodeling  and  reseating.  This 
theatre  has  been  operated  for  a number 
of  years  by  G.  C.  Cooper. 

Buddy  Mansfield,  Universal  salesman,  is 
back  from  a two-week  trip  into  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  . . . The  Ritz  Theatre,  Cren- 
shaw, Miss.,  is  closed  . . . Joe  Ries,  assist- 
ant shipper  at  Warner,  sprained  his  back, 
and  has  been  transferred  to  the  Ad  Sales 
department  until  such  time  as  he  is  able 
to  resume  his  duties  in  the  shipping  de- 
partment. 

M.  E.  Wiman,  Monogram’s  branch  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  a two  weeks’  trip 
into  the  territory  . . . 20th-Fox  announced 
trade  screenings  on  “The  Little  Princess” 
were  held  in  three  Malco  towns — N.  Little 
Rock  and  Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  and  Jackson, 
Tenn.  . . . Jess  Norman  of  England  in 
town  again  after  an  absence  of  about 
seven  weeks  due  to  illness,  looking  very 
trim  minus  19  pounds  of  avoirdupois. 

These  spring  days  brought  many  ex- 
hibitors to  the  big  city — This  week’s  list 
includes  Emma  Cox,  Osceola;  W.  A.  Rich, 
Houston;  John  Shannon,  Portageville;  H. 
H.  Alexander  and  R.  H.  Fisher,  Belzoni; 
M.  B.  Hasty,  Dardanelle;  Mrs.  O.  F.  Street, 
Ripley;  C.  H.  Collier,  Drew;  C.  J.  Collier, 
Shaw;  B.  F.  Jackson,  Ruleville;  Odis  Tay- 
lor, Dresden;  W.  F.  Ruffin,  Covington  and 
‘Dink’  Jones  from  Lonoke. 

Ollie  Williamson  jr.,  Warner  branch 
manager,  is  back  from  a trip  to  Little 
Rock  and  El  Dorado  . . . Harry  Ballance, 
20th  Century-Fox  district  manager,  visited 
the  Memphis  office  several  days  this  week, 
leaving  in  his  private  plane  for  Dallas. 

W.  C.  Riley,  who  formerly  operated  the 
Troy  Theatre,  Troy,  Tenn.,  will  open  a 
new  theatre  in  Ethel,  Miss.,  about  March  1 
. . . Clyde  Westbrook,  Mayor  Cleveland, 
Miss.,  who  operates  the  Rosedale  at  Rose- 
dale  and  Shelby  at  Shelby  was  in  Mem- 
phis this  week  . . . Miss  Ida  Cohan,  sister 
of  Albert  L.  Cohan,  owner  of  the  Ritz 
Theatre,  Memphis,  died  February  16  at 
the  Baptist  Hospital  following  a heart  at- 
tack. 

Ralph  Bachus,  Tony  Sudekum’s  man- 
ager in  Brownsville,  Tenn.,  paid  Filmrow 
one  of  his  rare  visits  this  week. 


Tennessee  Theatre 
Chain  Tax  Urged 

Nashville — Before  the  state  legislature 
is  a licensing  bill  for  chain  theatres  im- 
posing a levy  graduating  from  $100  to 
$250  annually  per  theatre. 

Introduced  by  Representative  Smith  of 
Woodruff,  the  measure  provides  license 
fees  per  theatre  as  follows: 

One  to  five  theatres,  $100. 

Five  to  ten  theatres,  $150. 

Ten  to  15  theatres,  $200. 

In  excess  of  15  theatres,  $250. 

Chester  BeercroH  Joins 
New  Production  Group 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Chester  Beercroft,  di- 
rector of  the  Little  Theatre  in  Kinston 
since  last  summer,  has  resigned  to  be- 
come producing  director  of  the  new  Dixie- 
land Motion  Picture  Co.,  a subsidiary  of 
a Hollywood  Co.  The  Dixieland  Co.  will 
headquarter  in  New  York. 

The  new  company,  Beercroft  said,  will 
make  use  of  stories  by  southern  authors 
and  will  seek  actors,  singers  and  dancers 
from  the  south.  Beercroft  has  been  in  pic- 
tures for  years,  as  actor,  producer  and 
writer.  He  will  be  assisted  by  Charles  J. 
Gramlich. 


Columbia  Assignment 

Hollywood — “A  Woman  Is  the  Judge” 
will  be  scripted  by  Karl  Brown  for  Co- 
lumbia. 


Nashville,  Tenn. — The  state  senate,  by 
a close  margin,  has  passed  a bill  which 
will  make  possible  Sunday  shows  in  Ten- 
nessee. 

Under  the  new  law,  only  a majority 
vote  of  a city  council  or  commission  is 
necessary  to  legalize  Sunday  shows  within 
restricted  hours.  Previously  a four-fifths 
majority  vote  was  necessary.  The  bill  be- 
came effective  February  21. 

Gov.  Prentice  Cooper,  in  the  face  of 
bitter  opposition  from  various  church 
groups,  has  indicated  he  will  either  sign 
the  bill  or  allow  it  to  become  law  with- 
out his  signature. 


Nashville  Acts  for 
Films  on  Sabbath 

Nashville — A bill  legalizing  Sunday 
shows  here  already  has  passed  two  read- 
ings before  the  city  council.  A third  read- 
ing was  scheduled  the  day  the  state  law 
went  into  effect. 

Nashville  and  Knoxville  are  among  the 
few  cities  in  the  United  States  with  popu- 
lations of  over  100,000  but  without  Sun- 
day shows.  In  a previous  try  for  Sunday 
shows,  Nashville’s  city  council  failed  to 
give  the  bill  the  necessary  four-fifths 
majority.  A referendum  in  Knoxville  on 
Sunday  shows  was  defeated  by  a large 
majority  several  months  ago. 


A Trial  Period  Is 
Refused  in  Dyer 

Dyer,  Tenn. — The  local  city  council  re- 
cently refused  a ten-week  trial  of  Sunday 
shows,  requested  by  A.  M.  Davidson,  opera- 
tor of  the  Dixie  Theatre,  to  test  the  “dis- 
turbance” claims  of  opponents  of  shows 
on  the  Sabbath. 


Did  You  Ever  Step  Into  a 

NATIONAL  STORE 

And  Compare  Prices  — Try  It  — You  Have  a 
Surprise  Coming  to  You 

You  will  find  Genuine  Simplex  Projectors,  Parts,  Sound  Systems, 
Hertner  Transverters,  Walker  Screens,  Carpet,  and  all  Miscella- 
neous supplies  and  equipment  PRICED  at  or  below  merchandise 
of  equal  or  better  quality.  Try  National  First — You'll  Be  Back. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 
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^M.  K.  JENKINS  Of  the  Lucas  & Jen- 
kins circuit,  Atlanta,  was  a reported 
guest  at  the  Variety  Club  the  other  eve- 
ning. Whether  his  visit  was  on  business 
or  pleasure  could  not  be  learned.  He  was 
en  route  to  Oklahoma  City,  it  was  said. 

P.  G.  Cameron,  one  of  the  successful 
oldtimers  in  show  business,  although  still 
young  and  still  in  it,  is  building  a new 
home  on  his  property  on  Belmont  Ave., 
east  Dallas.  Hs  former  home,  a stately 
structure  of  endless  rooms,  was  torn  down 
to  make  way  for  the  modern  domicile.  He 
owns  and  operates  the  Peak  Theatre. 

Ed  Rowley  jr.,  R&R  booker  in  Memphis, 
came  down  to  attend  a personnel  party 
with  employes  of  the  Robb  & Rowley  gen- 
eral office.  It  was  held  at  the  Dreyfus 
camp  on  White  Rock  lake.  Ed  was  active 
in  arrangements  for  the  affair. 

Horace  Falls,  assistant  general  mana- 
ger of  Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  and  Benny 
McKenna,  the  circuit’s  chief  auditor,  were 
in  town  from  Oklahoma  City.  An  informal 
party  in  their  honor  was  held  at  the  Va- 
riety Club.  Wallace  Walthall  of  National 
Screen  was  in  that  midst. 

Charles  Hefley,  well  known  to  show  busi- 
ness aroimd  the  Dallas  territory,  has  been 
handling  personal  appearances  of  Jackie 
Coogan  over  the  state.  Charley  sold  his 
theatres  here  to  Interstate  and  moved  to 
California,  operating  a theatre  there  for  a 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 
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Conti-Glo  Paints 
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Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 
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year  and  then  bought  race  track  conces- 
sions. The  Coogan  promotion  is  his  latest 
venture. 

A.  T.  Blum,  who  just  purchased  the 
Mecca  at  Jacksboro  from  Hugo  Plath,  was 
on  the  Row  for  business.  He  was  an  out- 
of-state  exhibitor  before  settling  in  Texas, 
we  were  told. 

“Chick”  Turner,  Adams  Exchange  book- 
er, is  out  of  the  hospital  and  back  on 
the  job  after  a thorough  physical  check- 
up. 

Homer  Mulkey  was  in  town  from  Claren- 
don trying  for  earliest  possible  dates  on 
the  big  pictures  now  being  offered,  es- 
pecially the  outdoor  epic  variety.  He’s  in 
fine  health  and  entirely  recovered  from 
the  set-back  he  experienced  a year  or  so 
ago. 

Miss  Lucile  Sorenson  is  now  doing  the 
secretarial  work  in  the  Modern  Theatre 
Equipment  Co.  office.  She’s  the  daughter 
of  the  boss,  Henry  Sorenson. 

Invitations  from  K.  Lee  Williams  The- 
atres, Inc.,  to  attend  the  opening  of  the 
Queen  at  DeQueen,  Ark.,  on  February  23, 
were  received  on  the  Row,  with  one  com- 
ing to  this  reporter.  Williams,  well  known 
in  Texas  because  of  superor  roadshow 
work,  has  headquartered  in  Oklahoma 
City  for  matny  years,  branching  out  now 
into  theatre  ownership.  Besides  DeQueen, 
he  has  the  Best  in  Broken  Bow,  Okla.,  and 
the  Dixie  in  Dierks,  Ark. — and  that’s  only 
the  beginning,  friends  here  miderstand. 

Corgan  & Moore,  Dallas  theatre  archi- 
tects, are  working  on  plans  to  remodel  the 
Colonial  at  Bay  City  for  the  Long  and 
Griffith  circuits.  The  new  house  will  play 
“A”  bookings  and  its  name  will  be  changed. 

.'U 

Emile  George,  who  operates  the  Lincoln 
for  colored  at  Port  Arthur,  opened  as  a 
new  house  last  year,  was  a recent  visitor 
and  said  everything  was  on  the  up  and 
up  with  him. 

Paul  Scott,  former  Dallas  exhibitor, 
known  to  be  angling  for  a new  theatre 
somewhere  in  Texas,  intimated  the  other 
day  there  may  be  something  to  it.  He  said 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  say  anything  about 
his  plans  at  this  time. 

The  G.  H.  Williams,  who  operate  the 
Capitol  at  Meridan,  were  here  the  other 
day,  but  not  in  co-nnection  with  motioji 
pictures.  They  went  to  hear  Nelson  Eddy. 
He  admitted  it  was  Mrs.  Williams’  idea. 

C.  E.  Kessnich,  M-G-M’s  southern  divi- 
sion manager,  visited  the  Dallas  branch 
this  week  and  then  made  some  of  the 
high  spots  in  the  Texas  territory  on  one 
of  his  regular  checkups.  As  is  well  known, 
his  headquarters  are  in  Atlanta. 

Rufus  Layto-n,  operating  three  in  Chil- 
dress under  the  old  firm  name  of  Phipps 

(Continued  on  page  32-D) 
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Huck,  Himseli — 

Here’s  one  interesting  pose  of  the 
well-known  B.  E.  Garner,  manager  of 
theatres  at  Ranger,  Tex.,  for  Consoli- 
dated Theatres,  Inc.  It  looks  like,  from 
the  get-up,  he  put  over  Huckleberry  in 
person.  He’s  a great  exploiteer  and 
has  fun  as  he  goes  along.  Garner  made 
postcards  of  this  exceptional  character 
study  and  sent  them  to  several  friends 
on  the  Row.  This  card  was  auto- 
graphed “Love  and  Kisses — Garner.” 


Two  Cain  Houses 
To  McLendon 


Dallas — B.  R.  McLendon  of  Atlanta  an- 
nounces he  has  purchased  the  Kiroy  and 
Amusu  theatres  in  Winnsboro,  Tex.,  from 
Roy  Cain.  The  deal  became  effective 
February  18. 

The  new  owner  operates  in  Atlanta, 
DeKalb,  Pittsburg,  Winnsboro,  all  in  Texas, 
and  in  Idabel,  Okla.,  Springhill,  La.,  and 
Stamps,  Ark. 

McLendon  has  accumulated  his  theatre 
holdings  during  the  past  four  or  five 
years.  Cain,  whose  future  plans  were  not 
learned,  was  expected  to  visit  here  within 
the  next  few  days. 


Glen  Thompson  Building 
In  Tishomingo.  Okla, 

Tishomingo,  Okla. — Glen  D.  Thompson, 
operator  of  a string  of  theatres  in  Okla- 
homa, is  replacing  his  Thompson  Theatre 
here,  recently  destroyed  by  fire  with  a new 
house,  a lease  for  which  he  has  signed 
with  T.  B.  Cox  of  Oklahoma  City.  Con- 
struction is  to  start  immediately. 


Renewed  Hays  Opens 

Hughes,  Ark. — The  Hays  Theatre  here 
was  to  open  February  15.  The  house  is  in 
the  Burch  Bldg,  and  was  remodeled  at  a 
cost  of  $1,000.  The  house  seats  300. 


30 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  25,  1939 


Theatre  Notes 


Giveaways  and  Cash  Games 
Fade  Away  in  Oklahoma 


TEXAS 

Eldorado — T.  W.  Barrow  of  Sonora  is 
manager  of  the  Lone  Star  succeeding  Jerry 
Westmoreland,  who  was  transferred  to 
Sonora  to  replace  Barrow  as  theatre  man- 
ager there.  They  merely  switched  jobs. 
Barrow  attended  Sol  Ross  college  at  Al- 
pine three  years  and  has  been  in  show 
business  nine  years.  Mrs.  Barrow,  who 
assists  at  the  theatre,  is  a graduate  of 
the  college. 

Plano — The  Crawfords  have  had  a neat 
redecorating  job  done  on  the  interior  of 
their  Palace  Theatre.  No  showing  time 
was  lost. 

Seagoville — R.  Q.  Coleman  of  Mabank 
was  to  open  his  new  theatre  here  Wednes- 
day night.  Remodeling  of  a building,  un- 
der five-year  lease  to  him,  was  practical- 
ly completed  early  in  the  week.  All  equip- 
ment has  been  purchased  including  300 
seats. 

Stephenville — Tlrieves  took  $180  in  cur- 
rency from  the  boxoffice  of  Mrs.  Thos. 
Donnell’s  Majestic  Theatre.  The  door  was 
forced  open  and  cash  box  pried  open  be- 
tween matinee  and  night  performances, 
according  to  Assistant  Manager  Jake 
Hedrick. 

Teague — Floyd  Faubion  was  made  mana- 
ger of  the  Star  Theatre,  for  the  Long 
Circuit,  when  Manager  Tom  Crow  went 
to  the  hospital  for  an  appendectomy  a 
few  days  ago.  Faubion  was  transferred 
from  the  Long  Tlreatre  at  Angleton.  It 
was  understood  Crow  was  to  be  transferred 
to  West  Columbia. 


Ark.  Senate  Passes 
Anti-Ascap  Bill 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Senator  Gene  Hig- 
ginbotham of  Hardy  recently  introduced 
an  anti-Ascap  measure  which  was  passed 
in  the  Arkansas  senate.  The  measure  is 
still  pending  in  the  house,  however,  with 
a committee  recommendation  that  it  “do 
not  pass.” 

While  some  connected  with  the  industry 
are  inclined  to  believe  the  measure  will  be 
passed  in  the  house,  most  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  will  fail. 


Open  in  Anderson 

Anderson,  S.  C. — The  new  1,000-seat 
State  Theatre  here  has  been  opened. 
Jimmy  Cartledge  is  manager. 


Gutschalks  Open  Madison 

Marshall,  N.  C. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Gutschalk’s  Madison  Theatre  has  been 
opened. 


Oklahoma  City — The  giveaway  and  cash 
game  schemes  have  been  buried  through- 
out the  state  with  the  help  of  the  state 
attorney  general’s  office  and  theatre  own- 
ers willingness  to  forget  all  about  the 
“mess,”  as  a good  many  put  it. 

Practically  every  scheme  brought  up 
during  the  last  three  or  four  months  has 
been  nixed  by  the  attorney  general’s  of- 
fice as  violating  the  lottery  laws  of  the 
state,  with  the  latest  occurring  last  week, 
details  of  which  are  in  the  Oklahoma  City 
column  of  this  issue. 

The  giveaway  stunts  have  few  support- 
ers at  present  throughout  the  state.  In 
the  larger  cities  little  attention  is  paid  to 
any  suggestions  of  promoters. 

Some  small  town  exhibitors  are  still 
swearing  by  them  and  attempting  to  find 
ways  and  means  of  getting  by  the  lottery 
laws  with  stunts  of  one  nature  or  another. 


Remodeled  Ritz  Bows 
In  Newbern.  Tenn. 

Newbern,  Tenn. — The  Palace  here,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  December,  has  re- 
opened. Many  improvements  have  been 
made  on  the  house. 

V.  D.  Bridges,  formerly  of  Memphis,  is 
manager. 


NOW 


Uur  eleven  years  experience  in 
handling  new  cooling  installations 
and  remodeling  obsolete  systems  is 
worth  considering.  Let  us  handle 
your  cooling  just  as  we  have  hand- 
led hundreds  of  satisfactory  installa- 
tions in  the  Southwest. 
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JJOWARD  McCOY,  who  for  12  years  was 
an  executive  with  E.  V.  Richards  Co., 
has  resigned  in  favor  of  roughing  it  in 
New  Mexico,  and  will  quit  New  Orleans 
for  the  drier  clime  of  New  Mexico  to  re- 
gain his  health.  He’s  bought  a half  in- 
terest in  a ranch  . . . Arrangements  have 
been  completed  and  contracts  signed  with 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  Co.  of  New  York 
for  a series  of  operas  in  New  Orleans, 
April  13,  14  and  15,  by  B.  M.  Grunewald, 
president  of  the  New  Orleans  Opera  Ass’n. 

Mrs.  Mary  Duncan,  40,  former  vaude- 
ville performer,  was  found  dead  in  her 
apartment  last  week;  heart  disease  was 
given  as  the  cause.  Her  daughter,  Anieta 
Duncan,  is  now  in  Hollywood  playing  minor 
parts  . . . Warren  Sailes,  of  the  Garden 
Theatre,  in  the  upper  section  of  the  city, 
staged  his  quarterly  food  distribution  to 
the  poor  of  that  section  last  week.  Po- 
tatoes, red  beans,  rice,  canned  goods  and 
practically  everything  fit  to  eat  was  ac- 
cepted as  admission. 

Purchase  of  the  old  Magic  Theatre  at 
2435  Josephine  St.  has  been  announced  by 
Jack  Dicharry,  operator  of  the  Lincoln 
Theatre  on  Washington  Ave.  near  Freret. 
The  house  will  be  remodeled  and  mod- 
ernized and  operated  by  Mr.  Dicharry  as 
a high  class  Negro  motion  picture  house. 
Work  will  start  on  the  modernization  about 
March  1. 

J.  W.  Leigh,  writer  of  this  column,  has 
announced  his  intention  of  running  for 
representative  from  the  I5th  ward  . . . 
Business  upstate,  according  to  film  sales- 
men, has  increased  over  25  per  cent  since 
the  first  of  the  year  with  new  houses  go- 
ing up  and  many  of  the  smaller  houses 
changing  their  bills  three  times  a week 
instead  of  one. 

The  call  for  censorship  is  growing  daily, 
backed  by  the  church  and  the  better 
films  chapters.  A petition  is  being  pre- 
pared to  send  to  Governor  Leche  to  ap- 
point or  reappoint  the  old  members  and 
inaugurate  a strict  supervision  over  all 
films  shown  in  the  city,  particularly  those 
advertised  for  adults  only.  It  is  claimed 
these  films  have  a depressing  influence  on 
the  youth  of  the  city.  The  governor  is 
silent  on  the  matter  . . . Cold  weather 
drove  the  carnival  visitors  indoors  Mardi 
Day  and  the  theatres  mopped  up. 


Two  to  Lee 

Opelousas,  La. — Millard  Lee,  formerly 
with  United  Theatres  in  New  Orleans,  is 
now  managing  the  Delta  and  Rex  theatres 
here,  both  units  of  the  Southern  Amuse- 
ment Co.  Lee  replaces  P.  R.  Puissegur,  who 
has  returned  to  Lake  Charles. 


Paramount  Renews  Bradna 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  renewed 
the  contract  of  Olympe  Bradna  for  an- 
other year. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
IDlSy,  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Fleischer  Studios 
Are  Crowded 


Miami — With  story  men  and  gagsters 
of  the  Fleischer  Studios  having  to  work 
up  their  plots,  situations  and  lines  in  a 
house  adjacent  to  the  recently  completed 
new  studio,  it  appears  that  another  doub- 
ling will  be  started  there  in  the  near 
future. 

It  will  be  remembered  the  originally 
announced  plans  for  these  new  Miami 
studios  were  doubled  in  size  shortly  after 
the  ground  was  broken  last  spring.  Now 
with  animators,  in-betweeners,  opaquers, 
inkers,  etc.,  overflowing  the  $300,000  stu- 
dios into  which  Max  Fleischer  moved  his 
organization  this  fall,  a second  doubling 
is  awaiting  architect’s  plans. 

Following  signing  of  the  recent  contract 
for  a Miami  premiere  for  “Gulliver’s 
Travels,”  full  length,  all-color  feature, 
announcement  is  made  the  release  will  be 
available  around  Christmas  time. 

Rooney  Doing  Alright 
On  Miami  Vacation 

Miami — Capitalizing  on  the  presence  of 
Mickey  Rooney,  here  for  a vacation  at  the 
Roney-Plaza,  the  Biltmore  Theatre  is 
using  large  display  ads  to  announce  its 
current  showing  of  “Boys  Town.”  The 
Parkway  is  showing  “Love  Finds  Andy 
Hardy.” 

Rooney  is  selling  himself  locally  as  a 
regular  guy.  He  was  given  an  ovation  on 
his  arrival  that  he’s  not  likely  to  forget 
soon.  A party  was  given  in  his  honor  the 
afternoon  of  his  arrival. 

While  he’s  supposed  to  be  here  on  a 
holiday,  Rooney  dashed  over  to  the  Sheri- 
dan for  the  opening  of  “Huckleberry 
Finn.” 

No  definite  word  is  out  yet  on  the  pre- 
viously announced  visit  to  be  made  here 
by  another  ace  attraction,  glamorous  Hedy 
Lamarr. 

20th-Fox  Four  Months 
Ahead  on  Contracts 

Miami — While  resting  here  following  a 
56.000-mile  tour  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  on  a sales  campaign,  Roger 
Ferri,  editor  of  the  20th  Century-Fox 
house  organ,  stated  his  company  was  four 
months  ahead  of  last  year,  having  sold 
more  contracts  from  August  1 to  January 
31  than  had  been  sold  up  to  May  1 last 
year. 

Word  of  this  upturn  was  relayed  to 
Ferri  by  Herman  Wobber,  general  manager 
of  distribution  for  20th  Century-Fox. 

Ferri  smiled  broadly  as  he  told  of  his 
company’s  inauguration  of  a series  of 
Spanish  pictures  for  release  in  Latin- 
American  countries  as  the  result  of  a 
contract  made  by  President  S.  R.  Kent 
and  Cubana  Productions,  Inc. 


"Can't  Beat  Irish" 

Hollywood — It’s  “You  Can’t  Beat  the 
Irish”  from  “Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish.” 
Warner  Bros,  is  producing. 


A T IIL  A MT  A 

J U.  McCORMACK  of  Amity  exchange 
has  returned  from  a trip  to  Birming- 
ham . . . Row  visitors;  Mr.  Duncan  of  West 
Point,  Ga.,  and  Mr.  Hook  of  Aliceville, 
Ala. 

New  premium  idea  called  "Surprise” 
opened  in  the  six  Borisky  houses  in  Chat- 
tanooga. J.  K.  Cook  and  J.  U.  McCormack 
are  closing  deals  on  the  plan. 

Harry  M.  Popkin,  head  of  Million  Dol- 
lar Productions,  paid  his  first  visit  to  the 
south  when  he  visited  Nashville.  “Reform 
School,”  with  Louise  Beavers,  and  “Har- 
lem Dead  End  Kids”  are  being  closed,  he 
announces. 

Charles  C.  Burton  of  New  York,  Para- 
mount architect,  visited  the  Wil-Kin  or- 
ganization . . . John  J.  Mangham,  Mono- 
gram Southern,  journeyed  to  New  Orleans 
on  a week’s  trip. 

John  Elder  is  now  managing  the  Fair- 
view,  George  Wilby  house,  succeeding 
Grover  Barfield  . . . George  Wilby  and 
M-G-M  recently  signed  some  contracts 
for  films. 

Circle  Amusement  Co.  announces:  Wel- 
don Jones  is  managing  the  Capitol  The- 
atre; Bob  Rogers  succeeds  W.  S.  Stephens 
as  manager  of  the  Jefferson,  Pickens,  S.  C., 
and  Roxy,  Liberty,  S.  C. 

Lonnie  Lowe  has  left  Grand  National 
. . . John  Jenkins  of  Popkin  Distributing 
has  returned  from  a three-week  business 
trip,  principally  in  Virginia. 

The  Jolly  Club  held  a successful  dance 
at  Peachtree  Gardens,  with  Harry  Hearn’s 
orchestra  providing  the  music. 

Much  Talent  in  Miami 
Awaits  Lasky  Test 

Miami — As  one  of  the  25  key  cities  where 
regional  examinations  will  be  held  for 
Jesse  L.  Lasky’s  nationwide  talent  search 
being  publicized  as  the  “Gateway  to  Hol- 
lywood,” Miami  will  probably  have  the 
largest  number  of  applicants  of  any  south- 
ern city.  There  are  many  ambitious  and 
talented  youngsters  marking  time  down 
here  doing  everything  from  running  ele- 
vators to  hopping  curbs  while  waiting  their 
“big  chance.” 

Charles  E.  Whitaker,  manager  of  the 
Cinema  Casino,  who  is  chairman  of  the 
local  committee  in  charge  of  the  talent 
search  in  this  area,  announces  Monday 
as  the  day  on  which  selected  candidates 
will  be  interviewed. 

This  day’s  program  will  begin  with  a 
limcheon  at  the  Floridian  Hotel  at  which 
Bryant  Washburn,  manager  of  the  field 
forces  in  the  east,  will  be  the  principal 
speaker.  A board  of  judges,  made  up  of 
persons  prominent  in  the  entertainment 
world,  will  be  appointed  with  Whitaker  to 
serve  with  Rufus  LeMaire,  head  of  RKO 
Radio’s  casting  bureau,  and  Arthur  Willi, 
chief  RKO  casting  director,  in  selecting 
one  girl  and  one  boy  as  regional  nominees. 

Monday  evening  Whitaker  will  present 
the  entire  group  on  the  stage  of  the 
Cinema  Casino,  introducing  at  that  time 
the  two  selected. 
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LeGette  Blythe  Files  a 
Bill  of  Particulars 

Charlotte — LeGette  Blythe,  through 
counsel,  has  filed  in  federal  district  court 
here  a bill  of  particulars  in  his  suit  for 
$250,000  against  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  specifying,  in  detail, 
wherein  he  contends  the  motion  picture, 
“Bravest  of  the  Brave,”  infringes  the 
copyright  of  his  book,  “Marshal  Ney:  A 
Dual  Life.” 

The  bill  was  filed  in  compliance  with 
an  order  signed  by  Judge  E.  Y.  Webb  upon 
petition  of  defense  counsel.  It  answers, 
in  detail,  the  demands  of  defendants  for 
specifications  of  pages  and  lines  from  the 
Blythe  book,  which  the  author  contends 
were  used  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
M-G-M  production.  The  bill  contains 
about  12,000  words. 

Metro  Premium  Settles 
In  Charlotte  Office 

Charlotte  — Already  established  at  117 
So.  Church  St.  here  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Ike  Katz  is  the  southern  branch 
of  Metro  Premium  Co.,  which  heretofore 
has  been  located  in  Atlanta. 

Deals  have  been  closed  with  the  following  in 
this  area,  according  to  Katz: 

Grove  Theatre,  China  Grove,  N.  C. ; Clay,  Clay- 
ton, N.  C.;  Fox,  Randleman,  N.  C.;  Temple,  San- 
ford, N.  C. ; Chesterfield,  Chesterfield,  S.  C. 

The  following  deals  have  been  closed  in  the 
Atlanta  territory: 

Paiace,  Sylvester,  Ga. ; Cherokee,  Center,  Ala.; 
Dixie,  Deeds,  Ala.;  Plaza,  Ybor  City,  Fla.;  Eagle, 
Blountstown,  Fla.;  Emily,  Hartwell,  Ga.;  Coli- 
seuin.  New  Orleans,  La. ; Princess,  Jacksonville, 
Ala.;  Dixie,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Broadway, 
Knoxviiie,  Tenn. 


Miami  Anti-Trust 
Hearing  March  1 

Miami — First  appearance  of  the  pending 
Miami  monopoly  suit,  being  brought  by 
the  Cameo,  Surf  and  Drive-In  theatres 
against  the  Paramount  and  Wometco  local 
chains  and  major  distributors  in  open 
court  will  be  on  March  1 when  the  mo- 
tions for  dismissal  of  the  suit,  filed  by 
the  defendants,  will  be  heard  by  Judge 
John  Holland  of  the  district  federal  court. 

In  addition  to  the  two  issues  involved 
in  the  Interstate  case,  the  local  com- 
plaint takes  issue  most  strongly  with 
an  existing  “clearance”  clause  of  five 
months,  and  with  alleged  overbuying. 

Herman  Weingarten,  president  of  the 
companies  operating  the  Surf  and  Cameo 
theatres,  instigated  the  suit  early  in 
January. 

Fathers  Death  Cuts  Short 
Mrs,  Lightmans  Trip 

Memphis — A return  by  the  Clipper  from 
a Havana  vacation  brought  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Lightman  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  the  fu- 
neral services  that  were  held  for  her 
father,  Louis  Sapinsley,  who  died  in  Mem- 
phis at  the  age  of  77.  Louisville  was  Mr. 
Sapinsley’s  former  home.  Besides  Mrs. 
Lightman,  he  is  survived  by  his  son,  Edwin 
Sapinsley. 


Prizes  to  Four  Theatres 
In  Lucas-Jenkins  Drive 

Atlanta — For  their  records  in  the  Lucas 
& Jenkins  better  business  contest  just 
closed,  the  following  are  rewarded: 

Moon  Corker  and  Palace  Theatre,  Ath- 
ens, Ga.,  staff,  for  first  prize,  a week’s 
extra  pay  to  each  employe. 

Bill  Wilson  and  staff  at  the  Lyric  The- 
atre, Waycross,  Ga.,  a half-week’s  salary 
for  second  position. 

Finishing  in  third  spot,  G.  C.  Partee  and 
his  staff  of  the  Allen  Theatre  in  Buford, 
Ga.,  take  a fourth  week’s  salary. 

And  C.  W.  Mooney  and  his  Odeon  The- 
atre, Savannah,  gang  wind  up  with  a 
fourth-week’s  salary  for  completing  the 
drive  in  fourth  place. 

First  Stills  of  "Wind" 

In  Atlanta  Paper 

Atlanta — Valuable  publicity  was  achiev- 
ed for  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  when  first 
and  exclusive  stills  of  the  forthcoming 
Selznick  production  were  run  in  The  Con- 
stitution, morning  newspaper. 

Five  pictures  were  used,  on  two  pages, 
with  a good  play  for  each  shot.  Cut  lines 
were  written  at  the  direction  of  Margaret 
Mitchell,  famed  Atlanta  author  of  the 
best-selling  novel. 

The  evening  papers  followed  up  the  next 
day,  with  more  publicity  for  the  film. 
The  pictures  were  used  on  the  day  the 
story  broke  in  Hollywood  about  the  rift 
between  George  Cukor,  director,  and  Selz- 
nick. Victor  Fleming  is  the  new  director. 


Every  Theatre  and  Every  Home  Needs  a WAGNER  SWEEPER 


SAVES 

CARPET 


MAKES 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO  NOISE 


CAN  OPERATE 
WHILE  SHOW 
IS  RUNNING 


SAVES  USING 
YOUR  VACUUM 
CLEANER  DAILY 


USES 

NO 

ELECTRICITY 


ANYONE 

CAN 

OPERATE 


CO-ED  MODEL 

Komb-Kleaned  Brush;  Modeme  metal 
case  over  Plywood  ends;  Platinum  Gray 
Polychromatic  with  Silver  trim;  and 
Vermillion  striping;  entirely  enclosed 
ends;  positive  brush  adjustment  for 
THICK  and  THIN  rugs. 

Regular  Price  $6.95 

Our  Special  Price . $4.97 


Special  Prices  For  Two  Weeks  Only 


EXCLUSIVE  IN  THE  WAGNER 

1.  TWO  STEEL  COMBS  automatically  comb  the 
brush  as  you  sweep,  preventing  matting  of 
brush  and  assuring  sweeping  efficiency  at 
all  limes. 

2.  POSITIVE  BRUSH  ADJUSTMENT  or  FLOATING 
BRUSH  ADJUSTMENT  to  meet  varying  thick- 
nesses of  your  rugs. 

3.  DUST  PANS  are  non-rattle  with  easy  working 
release  and  open  to  full  width. 

4.  TRANSPARENT  TOP  shows  when  dust  pons 
need  emptying;  avoids  overloading;  lessens 
moth  and  germ  danger. 

5.  OIL-LESS,  WHEEL  BEARINGS  run  smoothly 
and  quietly  with  no  attention  at  all. 
WHEELS  are  one-piece  solid  rubber,  cushion 
tread. 

6.  UNIQUE  WHEEL  ASSEMBLY  eliminates  axle 
obstruction  in  case. 

Special  Prices  March  1 to  March  15 

ORDER  NOW 


150  Walton  Street, 
ATLANTA 

Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church  Street 
CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


MINERVA  MODEL 

Komb-Kleaned  Brush;  Birchwood  case; 
Plywood  ends;  Natural  Blond  wood  fin- 
ish; Tuscan  red  enamel  trim;  entirely 
enclosed  ends;  positive  brush  adjust- 
ment for  THICK  and  THIN  rugs. 

Regular  Price  $7.50 

Our  Special  Price . $5.33 
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ALTER  B.  SHUTTEE,  city  manager  of 
Standard  Theatres,  has  taken  over  the 
general  managership  of  the  organization 
here  following  resignation  of  Byron  H. 
“Dinty”  Moore.  Shuttee  was  general  man- 
ager before  Moore  came  here  September  1 
. . . Some  2,000  pairs  of  shoes  were  taken 
in  as  admissions  at  a Riverside  Parent- 
Teachers  Ass’n  sponsored  show  in  the 
Warner  Theatre  last  week.  They  are  to  be 
repaired  in  the  school  shops  and  given  to 
needy  children. 

K.  Lee  Williams,  head  of  the  film  ex- 
change here  hearing  his  name,  was  one  of 
the  honored  guests  at  Major  Gordon  W. 
Lillie’s  19th  birthday  party  in  Pawnee, 
where  the  boys  feasted  on  roast  buffalo  and 
turkey. 

A new  Will  Rogers  memorial  commis- 
sion has  been  named  by  Leon  C.  Phillips, 
governor  of  Oklahoma.  Will  Rogers  jr. 
has  been  placed  on  the  commission,  whose 
members  have  been  instructed  to  devise  a 
method  of  maintaining  the  Claremore 
memorial  without  expense  to  the  state. 
Others  include  persons  prominent  in  state 
affairs.  A bill  passed  by  the  legislature 
and  approved  by  Governor  Phillips  pro- 
vides for  the  new  commission  created  to 
replace  the  15-member  organization  cre- 
ated by  the  last  legislature.  That  com- 
mission made  plans  and  supervised  con- 
struction of  the  $225,000  memorial  at 
Claremore. 

The  attorney  general  has  branded  as  a 
lottery  a so-called  "shoot  the  wheel” 
scheme  used  in  an  Ardmore  theatre  to 
select  prize  winners  from  among  its  pa- 
trons. The  lucky  number  was  selected  by 
shooting  at  a spinyiing  wheel  containing 
the  numbers. 

A motion  to  strike  in  the  Davidson  vs. 
Nat’l  Theatre  Supply  Co.  case  has  been 
sustained  in  district  court  here  and  the 
plaintiffs  have  been  granted  ten  days  to 
file  an  amended  petition  . . . C.  P.  An- 
derson of  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co. 
sales  personnel  is  recovering  from  a lip 
operation. 

Wallace  Walthall  of  Dallas  visiting  lo- 
cally and  attending  07ie  of  the  many  fare- 
well parties  given  for  Dinty  Moore,  re- 
signed from  Standard  manager  post  here 
to  take  over  as  city  manager  for  Warner 
at  Pittsburgh.  One  party  for  Moore  was 
given  by  Morris  Lowenstein,  MPTOA  sec- 
retary and  prexy,  at  the  Oklahoma  Club. 
Guests  at  this  affair  were  T.  B.  Noble  jr., 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Falls,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Vahlberg,  Sol  Davis,  Miss  07ia 
Johnson.  Dinty  was  also  given  a stag 
party  at  the  Biltmore  with  Charles  Clark, 
29th-Fox  exchange  manager,  actmg  as  host 
a7id  with  a large  group  of  theatremen  from 
over  the  southwest  atte7iding.  Out-of- 
towners  included  Wallace  Walthall,  Lynri 
Stocker,  Broumie  Akers. 

Ben  Hill,  United  Artists  promotion  man, 
in  the  village  to  push  and  puff  on  “Stage- 
coach” and  “King  of  the  Turf”  at  T.  B. 
Noble  jr.’s  State  . . . Joe  Wallace,  chief 
usher  at  the  State,  stealing  manager  Bob 
Pfotenhauer’s  new  suit  laurels  . . . Pfot- 
enhauer  recovering  from  a cold,  and  not  in- 


cidentally; which  reminds  us  to  tip  off  the 
boys  and  girls  locally  to  have  Bob  in- 
troduce his  No.  1 gal  to  one  and  all  . . . 
T.  B.  Noble  jr.  to  Wichita  with  his  State 
Theatre  bowling  team  to  watch  it  play  in  a 
tournament  there. 

As  usual  with  a cha7ige  m the  ma?i  m the 
"cor7ier  office”  we  have  a7i7iou7ice77ie7it  to 
7nake  of  some  Sta7idard  Theatres  person- 
7iel  changes:  Doug  George  has  ha7ided 
i7i  his  resignation  as  advertismg  77ia7iager 
and  Pat  Patche7i  has  moved  fro77i  77ia7i- 
ager  of  the  Midwest  to  George’s  desk; 
Spe7ice  Pierce  has  been  called  from  7na7i- 
agership  of  the  Tower  to  supervise  the 
Midwest;  Bob  Bush  as  manager  of  the 
Tower  from  ma7iagership  of  the  Plaza  and 
Be7i  La7igd07i,  assista7it  at  the  Liberty,  has 
resigned,  a7id  we  mea7i  resig7ied. 

Charles  Zern  of  Altec  Service  Co.,  Dal- 
las, among  the  visitors  . . .Hugh  Owen, 
Dallas  UA  boss,  mixing  around  the  local 
common;  Claire  Hilgers  in  and  out; 
Jolmny  Ryan,  Joy  manager,  is  sporting  a 
new  green  and  wliite  diagonal  suit  which 
his  wife  picked  out  for  him  . . . Verlin 
Herell,  State  Theatre’s  Santa  Claus,  about 
which  we  told  you  folks,  picked  up  by 
the  cops  while  playing  Santa,  taken  to  the 
station  where  he  passed  out  candy  to  the 
boys  and  was  brought  back  in  a police 
radio  car  after  the  boys  in  blue  suggested 
he  keep  moving  and  not  pack  crowds 
around  store  entrances. 

Doug  George’s  father  critically  ill  ..  . 
Fra7ik  Shea,  former  UA  ma7iager,  we  wil- 
der sta7id,  is  in  California  . . . M-G-M’s 
“News  of  the  Day”  replaces  Universal 
Newsreel  at  the  State  any  day  now. 

Maybe  T.  B.  Noble  jr.  don’t  know  it 
yet  but  today  as  he  reads  our  words  he 
will  be  about  to  celebrate  his  second  an- 
niversary and  there  are  some  nice  pres- 
ents for  him  from  his  business  associates. 
It’s  all  the  “stuff”  he  needs  to  start 
taking  amateur  moving  pictures,  what 
with  the  outfit  including  a very  nice 
Eastman  projector  and  camera  in  16mm. 
Which  makes  Noble,  Morris  Loewenstein 
and  your  correspondent  all  pushing  the 
knob  on  the  16mm  cameras  now  and  then. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Falls,  he  of  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  Horace  Falls,  were 
hosts  to  a little  group  of  some  300  citizens 
at  a party  the  other  eve.  Place,  Oklahoma 
City  Golf  and  Country  Club. 


Greenwood  to  Renovate 
Property  in  Boswell 

Boswell,  Okla. — After  purchasing  the 
building  housing  his  BosweU  Theatre,  J. 
Y.  Greenwood  announces  plans  to  re- 
model the  property. 

A new  roof,  lobby,  ticket  booth,  and  ad- 
vertising displays  are  to  be  built  imme- 
diately. Later  a stage  will  be  included, 
seats  upholstered,  new  lighting  installed 
and  walls  and  ceiling  redecorated. 

A contest  then  will  be  held  to  choose  a 
name. 


Industry  Measures 
Few  in  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City — The  legislative  mill  as 
far  as  the  state  theatre  industry  is  con- 
cerned is  still  grinding  at  a very  moderate 
and  unalarming  pace.  Only  two  theatre 
bills  have  been  tossed  into  the  hopper 
during  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  session 
but  that  is  no  sign  others  won’t  be  drop- 
ped in  before  its  close.  It  is  very  defi- 
nitely known  that  certain  legislators  are 
carrying  around  pet  theatre  bills  await- 
ing an  auspicious  occasion  for  their  in- 
troduction. 

Of  the  two  introduced.  Senator  Nat  Tay- 
lor’s bill  to  force  posting  of  notice  when 
all  seats  are  taken  and  exacting  fines  for 
selling  tickets  when  only  standing  room 
is  available  has  as  good  as  died  in  com- 
mittee. 

The  other  bill.  Representative  Charles 
Flanagan’s  measure  to  create  a state  cen- 
sorship board  of  ministers  and  educators, 
may  have  a chance  of  passing  if  it  reaches 
the  floor.  At  present  the  measure  is  still 
in  committee.  Another  part  of  Flanagan’s 
bill  provides  for  state-wide  Sunday  clos- 
ings. All  theatre  interests  feel  that  if  the 
bill  does  reach  the  floor  of  the  house 
this  feature  wiU  be  knocked  out. 


Measure  in  Tulsa 
To  Curb  Carnivals 

Tulsa,  Okla. — Finance  Commissioner  D. 
H.  Pratt  has  prepared  an  ordinance  for 
submission  to  the  city  plan  commission 
calling  for  drastic  regulation  of  carnivals 
within  the  city  and  licensing  such  at- 
tractions under  the  supervision  of  the  city 
plan  commission. 

The  proposed  ordinance  calls  for  plac- 
ing carnivals  in  the  same  classification 
as  other  business  or  industrial  plants  and 
permitting  them  to  show  only  on  lots  zoned 
for  business  and  never  in  residential  areas. 

It  also  proposes  a fee  of  $100  for  the 
first  day  of  the  carnival’s  showing  and 
$25  for  each  day  thereafter.  The  proposed 
law  would  prohibit  the  waiving  of  fees. 

Two  Deluxers  in  Dallas 
Trying  Book  Reviews 

Dallas — Book  reviews  and  lectures  on 
the  arts  are  new  plans  used  by  two  Dallas 
neighborhood  deluxers  for  building  week- 
day matinee  business  among  women  pa- 
trons. 

The  Ai’cadia,  independent  house  man- 
aged by  R.  H.  Clemmons,  has  been  get- 
ting away  nicely  with  Wednesday  Book 
Review  matinees.  Tlie  house,  seating  1,100, 
has  been  packed  on  these  afternoons.  Lee 
Newsome,  the  Arcadia’s  promotion  man, 
is  given  full  credit  for  originating  the 
Book  Review  idea.  He  said  he  planned  to 
copyright  it. 

Interstate’s  new  Lakewood  Theatre  has 
started  Tuesday  afternoon  lectures  on 
famous  works  of  art  to  build  up  matinee 
business.  Both  houses,  of  course,  run  regu- 
lar screen  programs  with  their  new  poli- 
cies. 
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B.  M.  Taylor  in  Miami 
Beach  for  the  Winter 

Miami — On  Miami  Beach  for  the  winter 
season  is  Benjamin  M.  Taylor,  who  sold 
out  his  Richmond  Theatre  in  North  Adams, 
Mass.,  several  years  ago  after  owning  and 
managing  it  for  25  years.  Originally  a 
legitimate  and  vaudeville  house,  the  Rich- 
mond was  a pioneer  film  house  in  its 
area,  introducing  the  old  Pathe  one-reel- 
ers. 

Since  selling  the  Richmond,  Taylor  has 
been  visiting  his  brother-in-law,  G.  E. 
Meyers,  in  the  Argentine.  Meyers  operates 
a circuit  of  parks,  comparable  to  Coney 
Island,  throughout  South  America.  One 
of  Meyers’  largest  holdings  is  in  Buenos 
Aires  where  he  makes  his  home  and  where 
Taylor  and  his  wife  spent  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  three  years. 

The  last  time  Taylor  visited  Florida  25 
years  ago,  he  had  to  go  down  to  Key 
West  from  Palm  Beach  to  get  a boat  to 
Havana.  Miami’s  now  famous  harbor  was 
non-existent.  He  is  spending  the  season 
at  the  Leroy  Hotel. 


Silver  Anniversary  for 
Local  332,  Charlotte 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — The  25th  anniversary 
luncheon  of  lATSE’s  Local  322  was  held 
at  the  Hotel  Charlotte  in  honor  of  the 
three  remaining  members  of  the  original 
organization — Ollie  Moyle,  C.  P.  McAllis- 
ter and  W.  J.  McLendon.  The  local  re- 
ceived its  charter  on  Feb.  13,  1914. 

W.  H.  Fowler  was  master  of  ceremonies 
and  presented  each  member  of  the  local 
with  a belt  buckle  emblemed  “lATSE.” 


Crawford  to  Pelham 

Pelham,  Ga. — M.  T.  Crawford  has  been 
transferred  here  from  Thomasville,  where 
he  succeeds  Pardner  Burch  as  manager  of 
the  Pine  Theatre. 


m III  A Ml  HI 

TT  WAS  on  the  exact  date  which  that 
group  after  which  the  picture  was 
named  observes  the  height  of  its  season 
here,  February  21,  that  the  opus  “Cafe 
Society”  world  premiered  at  the  Sheridan 
on  Miami  Beach.  Manager  George  Hoo- 
ver had  a plethora,  and  then  some — ^of 
excitement  and  celebrities  for  this  event 
last  Thursday  evening.  Visiting  repre- 
sentatives from  all  of  the  major  com- 
panies, visiting  stars  and  visiting  column- 
ists were  so  numerous  that  they  outnum- 
bered as  well  as  outglamoured  cafe  so- 
ciety itself! 

A second  premiere  was  staged  on  the 
beach  the  following  day  when  “Professor 
Mamlock”  had  its  first  southern  showing 
at  the  Cameo.  Manager  Jack  Van  Lloyd 
scheduled  as  an  appropriate  accompani- 
ment  to  this  feature  on  Nazi  terrorism  the 
March  of  Time’s  “The  Refugees.” 

Your  Miami  correspondent  will  look  be- 
fore she  asks  in  the  future.  Calling  Freddy 
Lohner,  assistant  manager  of  that  Flagler 
street  house,  to  ask  what  was  exciting,  this 
scribe  was  invited  to  come  down  to  meet 
Capone  et  al.  We  should  have  remembered 
that  there  was  a gangster’s  moll  on  the 
inside  of  the  theatre  and  a mob — in  wax- 
works  on  the  outside.  Aaronson  succeeded 
in  selling  Evelyn  Franchette  to  the  State, 
which  reports  that  it  doesn’t  look  as  though 
it  would  have  much  difficulty  selling  the 
bill. 

Seen  covering  the  laceball  at  Palm 
Beach  last  week  was  John  L.  Hermann  of 
Paramount  . . . Benefits  continue  to  be  as 
numerous  as  the  days  of  the  week.  Harry 
Richman  sponsored  the  most  recent, 
“Night  of  Stars”  at  the  Olympia. 

The  opening  of  the  “Ice  Follies  of  1939” 
at  the  Metropolitan  Ice  Palace  the  past 
week  for  an  extended  run  is  going  to  pro- 
vide a nice  local  buildup  for  the  picture 
by  that  name,  due  for  release  early  in 
March. 


"Cafe  Society"  World 
Premiere  a Sellout 

Miami — A complete  sell-out  for  its  world 
premiere  of  “Cafe  Society”  at  the  Sheridan 
Theatre  was  achieved  in  the  face  of  five 
days’  time  in  which  to  prepare  for  it. 
Manager  George  Hoover  reports. 

Among  the  personages  lending  sparkle 
and  distinction  to  the  opening  were  Mrs. 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  Lord  and  Lady  Mor- 
rison, whose  yacht  had  just  arrived,  after 
an  Atlantic  crossing,  the  day  of  the  pre- 
miere, and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Portsmouth, 
England.  There  were  telegraphic  regrets 
from  Brenda  Frazier. 

Barney  Balaban,  president  of  Para- 
mount; N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.;  Marty 
Mullin  of  the  M&P  Theatres,  Boston;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Damon  Runyon,  George  Ade, 
J.  Myer  Schine,  Lou  Holtz,  Henry  Needles, 
Warner’s  distribution  manager  in  New 
England;  A.  H.  Blank  and  G.  Ralph 
Branton  of  Tri-State  Theatres,  Des 
Moines;  Leo  Spitz,  and  Harry  Rossiter 
from  Paramount’s  New  York  office  where 
he  is  assistant  to  Neil  Agnew,  in  charge 
of  distribution. 

"Jesse  James"  Breaking 
Records  in  Tennessee 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  — “Jesse  James”  is 
breaking  boxoffice  records  at  the  Tennes- 
see 'Tlieatre  here,  going  into  a second  week. 
The  picture  opened  February  24  at  the 
Paramount  in  Nashville  and  a record  run 
is  expected. 

The  original  Jesse  James,  under  an  as- 
sumed name,  lived  for  many  years  as  a 
respected  citizen  near  Nashville.  'Tlie  film 
is  a “natural”  in  Tennessee  theatres. 


George  Weeks  in  Miami 

Miami  — George  Weeks,  general  sales 
manager  for  Monogram,  is  spending  some 
time  here. 


Brightening  an  already  bright  occasion,  the  world  premiere  of  Walter  Wanger’s  “Stagecoach,”  held  at  the  Lincoln  in  Miami 
Beach,  Fla.,  are  these  industry  luminaries:  On  the  left  is  Emcee  Bob  Hall  greeting  Major  Albert  Warner;  in  a segment  all 
to  himself  is  Metro’s  western  sales  manager,  Eddie  Saunders,  and.  with  the  microphone  in  hand  is  Raquel  Torres;  next, 
holding  on  to  his  ticket,  is  Paramount’s  president,  Barney  Balaban,  and  that  duo  on  the  right  is  George  Ade,  the  Hoosier 
humorist,  and  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s,  Inc. 
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& Layton,  was  hooking  for  those  houses 
. . . C.  W.  Neece,  who  owns  the  very  fine 
Crystal  Theatre  at  Hubbard,  was  on  the 
Row  Wednesday.  He  was  driving  a big  new 
car. 

As  soon  as  remodeling  work  is  completed, 
around  March  1,  it  is  thought,  the  Adams 
Exchange  will  move  downstairs  into  the 
old  location  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  at  306  S.  Harwood. 

Frank  Benson  was  here  the  other  day 
after  completing  a thorough  job  of  mod- 
ernization at  his  Ritz  Theatre  in  Bowie. 
Both  front  and  interior  were  streamlined. 
Benson  also  manages  the  Ritz  there. 

Ethel  Barrymore  drew  almost  capacity 
audiences  Tuesday  matinee  and  night  at 
the  Melba  Theatre  starring  in  “White 
Oaks”  on  the  stage. 

Opening  Monday  of  National  Theatre 
Supply’s  new  store  would  not  have  been 
a complete  success  without  the  personal 
appearance  of  Frank  Wilkie,  of  the  Boule- 
vard and  Sam  Kirchheimer,  of  the  Heights, 
in  Houston.  Both  are  long  time  friends 
of  J.  I.  Roberts,  National’s  Dallas  man- 
ager. 

J.  I.  Roberts  deserves  praise  this  week 
for  the  way  he  acted  as  host  during  the 
formal  opening  Monday  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  Co.’s,  fine  new  store  on  the 
corner  of  Harwood  and  Jackson  Sts.  He 
was  attentive  to  everyone  and  remark- 
ably energetic  even  though  he  had  been 
through  tedious  days  and  nights  getting 
the  place  ready  on  schedule.  Everybody 
complimented  hun  and  expressed  approval 
of  the  new  streamlined  place. 

The  Sack  Bros.,  Alfred  and  Lester,  have 
had  a very  pleasant  visit  from  their  father, 
Isaac  Sack,  retired  merchant  of  Laurel, 
Miss.  He  spent  several  days  seeing  the 
town  and  met  all  of  the  film  people. 
Alfred  accompanied  his  father  home 


How  It  Started 


Oklahoma  City — Representative  Flana- 
gan explains  that  his  censorship  bill  was 
inspired  by  a visit  of  his  son,  Andy,  31/2 
years  old,  and  himself,  to  see  “Jesse 
James.” 

“Daddy,  why  don’t  we  get  a big  truck 
to  haul  things  at  home  so  we  won’t  have 
to  use  the  automobile?”  Flanagan  states 
the  boy  asked  after  seeing  the  film. 

“I  can’t  afford  one,”  Flanagan  repUed. 

“Why  don’t  you  go  to  the  bank  and 
get  some  money?”  the  boy  retorted,  to 
which  Flanagan  answered:  “But  the  bank 
wouldn’t  give  me  any  money.” 

“Then,”  suggested  Andy,  according  to 
his  father,  “why  don’t  you  take  a gun  like 
Jesse  James  did  and  go  get  the  money?” 

This  convinced  Flanagan  that  all  mo- 
tion pictures  should  be  censored  before 
they  cross  Oklahoma’s  borders;  and  since 
he  and  the  boy  saw  the  picture  on  Sun- 
day it  further  convinced  him  that  no 
theatres  should  be  open  on  Sunday. 


Princess  in  Harriman 
Destroyed  by  Blaze 

Harriman,  Tenn. — Fire  damaged  the 
Princess  Theatre  to  the  extent  of  $50,000 
when  this  community’s  most  disastrous 
blaze  swept  through  an  entire  block  in 
the  business  district. 

The  fire  was  believed  to  have  started 
in  a beauty  parlor  from  an  electrical  short 
circuit.  Flames  spread  rapidly  to  adjoin- 
ing business  establishments,  including  the 
theatre. 

New  Little  Rock  House 
For  Ark,  Amusement 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  — The  Arkansas 
Amusement  Corp.,  operators  of  the  Capi- 
tol, Royal,  Arkansas,  Roxy,  Highland  and 
New  theatres  here,  will  construct  a new 
theatre  at  112-14  Main  St.  The  new  house 
will  be  known  as  the  Tower,  and  wUl  have 
a seating  capacity  of  600.  It  will  be  of 
glass,  brick  and  tile  construction,  and 
operate  on  a subsequent-nm  policy.  Bids 
for  construction  will  be  asked  soon. 


Wednesday  and  went  on  to  Florida  for  a 
four-week  stay. 

Having  his  car  stolen,  or  taken  by  mis- 
take, on  a business  trip  to  Filmrow  this 
week,  was  the  inconvenient  experience  of 
Dale  Wilson,  Elgin  exhibitor.  He  parked 
the  machine  on  a Harwood  St.  parking 
lot,  did  some  booking,  bought  miscella- 
neous equipment,  and  was  ready  to  pack 
up  and  go  home  when  discovering  he  had 
lost  his  parking  ticket.  Going  to  the  lot 
he  found  his  car  missing.  He  said  the  lot 
owner  told  him  a man  had  presented  a 
ticket  and  drove  off.  Wilson  turned  the 
matter  over  to  police.  A few  hours  later 
the  car  was  recovered  on  Main  St.,  about 
six  blocks  from  the  Row. 

George  Dembow,  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice home  office  official,  was  expected  in 
Dallas  Thursday  by  air,  to  remain  for  a 
few  days.  Among  other  things  he  will 
participate  in  the  launching  of  Wallace 
Walthall  Month  during  March.  There  will 
be  a dinner  and  other  events  in  the  initial 
celebration. 

Joe  Estes,  National  Screens  special  ser- 
vice manager  and  a theatre,  advertising 
and  promotion  man  of  some  note,  is  back 
from  a trip  to  New  Orleans,  Memphis, 
Little  Rock  and  intermediate  points  just 
shaking  hands  and  mingling  with  friends 
he  grew  up  with  in  show  business.  Inci- 
dentally, Joe’s  special  trailer  department 
in  the  National  Dallas  branch,  recently 
broke  all  records. 

W.  B.  Blankenship,  circuit  operator  of 
seven  theatres  in  Levelland,  Andrews,  Mor- 
ton, Ropesville  and  Seagraves,  in  Dallas 
the  other  day,  called  up  Levelland  long 
distance  and  let  the  contract  for  a third 
theatre  in  Levelland.  He  said  the  town 
didn’t  need  it,  but  the  third  house  was 
necessary  to  protect  his  interests  there. 
With  Mrs.  Blankenship  and  their  two 
sons,  he  left  for  New  Orleans  to  take  m 
Mardi  Gras,  and  after  that  will  go  to 
the  film  capital  in  New  York  for  a short 
business  trip.  He  goes  to  Gotham  once 
each  year. 


^HE  Hays  Theatre  at  Hughes  was  sched- 
uled to  open  February  15.  The  theatre  is 
located  in  the  Burch  building  and  was 
remodeled  at  a cost  of  $1,000.  It  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  300. 

Waldo’s  new  WaKea  Theatre  opened 
last  week  to  a packed  house.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
T.  F.  Keasler,  Hughes  Springs,  Tex.,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  W.  Watts,  Oil  City,  Pa., 
owners  of  the  new  house,  were  present  for 
the  opening.  The  new  house  cost  $15,000 
and  is  modern  in  every  respect. 

The  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres,  Inc.,  held 
an  invitational  opening  for  its  new  Queen 
Theatre  at  DeQueen,  Ark.,  last  Thursday. 


lohn  M.  McMillan  Dies 
In  Atlanta  Hospital 

Atlanta — John  M.  (Buddy)  McMillan, 
58,  long  active  in  show  business  here,  died 
at  a private  hospital  following  a short 
illness. 

He  was  a native  of  Athens,  Ga.,  and 
came  here  as  a boy.  His  first  association 
with  show  business  was  with  the  old  Ly- 
ceum Theatre  on  Edgewood  Ave.  He  later 
served  four  years  as  manager  of  the  old 
Bijou. 

He  was  a veteran  stage  manager  and 
mechanic  in  later  years.  His  wife,  a son, 
two  sisters  and  a brother  survive. 


Williams  Signs  Deal  to 
Distribute  Sixteen 

Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams  will 
distribute  eight  Bob  Steele  westerns  and 
eight  Melo-Plays  produced  by  Metropoli- 
tan Pictures  Corp.  of  Hollywood.  The  deal 
was  made  with  Harry  S.  Webb  of  Metro- 
politan. 

The  first  local  release  wiU  be  “Feud  of 
the  Range,”  with  Bob  Steele  for  March 
15,  Williams  advises. 


Still  Is  Vivid 


Atlanta — A vaudeville  old  timer  who 
cracked  jokes  from  the  stage  while  fire 
in  a building  adjoining  the  theatre  threat- 
ened panic  in  the  house  recalled  the  thrill- 
ing experience  of  30  years  ago. 

He  was  Jean  Bedini,  who  was  given 
credit  for  keeping  the  audience  calm  while 
smoke  and  flames  poured  in  through  a 
burning  wall.  During  his  engagement  at 
the  Capitol  Theatre,  Bedini  was  inter- 
viewed and  modestly  discounted  his  bra- 
very, saying  “I  only  did  what  any  other 
trouper  would  have  done  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.” 

Bedini  was  on  the  stage  of  the  old  Or- 
pheum  Theatre  with  a juggling  act  when 
a stable  and  several  stores  adjoining 
caught  fire.  Edward  Davenport,  chief 
electrician  at  the  Capitol,  was  prop>erty 
man  at  the  old  Orpheum  at  the  time. 

Forward  on  New  Capitol 

Springfield,  Tenn. — Work  is  progress- 
ing on  the  new  Capitol  here. 
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PONDER  NEW  NORTH  DAKOTA  DIVORCE  BILL 
AS  REPEAL  THWARTS  HIGH  CODRT  DECISION 


Sensational  Charges  Fill 
Legislature;  Governor 
Signs  Despite  Pleas 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Minneapolis — With  the  North  Dakota 
theatre  divorcement  law  repealed,  specu- 
lation is  rife  as  to  whether  Non-Partisan 
Leader  R.  R.  Scholl  of  the  North  Dakota 
House  will  go  through  with  his  announced 
plan  to  introduce  another  bill  along  the 
same  lines  during  the  current  legislative 
session. 

At  the  same  time,  some  of  the  North 
Dakota  independent  exhibitors,  as  an  off- 
set to  the  repeal,  are  sponsoring  a bill 
introduced  this  week  to  prevent  any  fiurth- 
er  theatre  construction  in  North  Dakota. 
Doubt  has  been  cast  in  legislative  circles, 
however,  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  proposed  measure. 

Signed  Near  Deadline 

The  theatre  divorcement  law  went  off 
the  statute  books  when  Gov.  John  Moses 
signed  the  repeal  bill  passed  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  in  both  branches  of 
the  legislature.  The  signature  was  affixed 
five  minutes  before  the  bill  would  have 
become  effective  automatically  through 
failure  of  the  governor  cither  to  sign  or 
veto  it  within  the  prescribed  three-day 
limit. 

Passed  in  1935,  the  theatre  divorcement 
law,  the  only  one  enacted  to  date  in  any 
state  and  prohibiting  producer  ownership 
and  operation  of  theatres,  became  effec- 
tive last  year.  It  never  was  enforced, 
however,  because,  after  Paramount  and 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  attacked  its 
constitutionality  in  a federal  court  suit, 
the  state  agreed  to  permit  the  status  quo 
to  continue  pending  a U.  S.  supreme  court 
decision. 

Thus,  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has 
been  retaining  its  15  North  Dakota  the- 
atres. The  repeal  means  that  the  circuit 
will  be  allowed  to  continue  to  own  and 
operate  the  showhouses. 

It  also  means  that  the  Paramount  suit 
ends  automatically  before  the  U.  S.  su- 
preme court  has  had  a chance  to  hear 
an  appeal  from  a three-judge  lower  fed- 
eral court  decision  upholding  its  validity 
and  to  rule  in  the  matter  itself.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  instance  of  a state 
law  being  repealed  while  the  issue  of  its 
constitutionality  was  still  before  the  fed- 
eral court. 

Northwest  trade  circles  are  wondering 
what  effect,  if  any,  the  North  Dakota 
action  will  have  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s goal  of  theatre  divorcement  in  its 
present  suit  against  a group  of  major  dis- 
tributors and  on  the  fate  of  a proposed 
Minnesota  theatre  divorcement  bill  which 
has  not  been  introduced  yet  in  the  state 
legislature,  but  which  Northwest  Allied, 


instrumental  in  obtaining  passage  of  the 
North  Dakota  law,  will  be  behind. 

Ignores  Federal  Probe 

In  signing  the  repeal  bill.  Governor 
Moses  was  undeterred  by  a federal  bureau 
of  investigation  probe  now  in  progress 
to  determine  if  film  producers  engaged 
in  a conspiracy  to  wipe  the  divorcement 
law  off  the  statute  books  and  by  charges 
hurled  in  the  state  legislature — and  re- 
peated by  Walter  Winchell  in  his  last  Sun- 
day’s radio  broadcast — of  a “$25,000  pay- 
off.” 

Hectic  happenings,  including  the  bribery 
intimations  and  allegations,  and  much 
acrimony  preceded  the  repeal  bill’s  final 
enactment.  The  suddenness  and  speed 
that  marked  the  measure’s  passage  had 
Northwest  Allied  leaders  fairly  dizzy. 
When  they  arrived  at  Bismarck,  N.  D., 
the  state  capital,  the  explosions  started, 

Before  he  signed  the  bill.  Governor 
Moses  received  a communication  from  U.  S. 
Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy  asking 
him  “to  give  serious  consideration  to  the 
effect  of  the  repeal  bill  on  pending  fed- 
eral litigation.”  Governor  Moses,  however, 
was  not  requested  by  Murphy  to  veto  the 
bill. 

There  was  a week’s  delay  before  Moses 
received  the  bill  and  many  of  the  fire- 
works were  set  off  during  that  period. 
Speaker  Oscar  Hagen  of  the  house  de- 
ferred signing  it  when  he  heard  about 
the  federal  investigation.  After  he  finally 
signed  it  the  bill  went  to  Senate  Presi- 
dent Jack  Patterson  who  didn’t  hesitate 
affixing  his  signature  and  delivering  it  to 
the  governor. 

Two  resolutions  were  introduced  by 
Representative  Scholl  in  the  house  ask- 
ing the  governor  to  veto  the  bill  so  that 
the  house  could  reconsider  it.  One  of  the 
resolutions  was  referred  to  the  judiciary 
committee  and  when  the  latter  failed  to 
act  on  it  the  second  was  introduced  for 
an  immediate  vote. 

The  resolution,  requiring  a two-thirds 
vote  to  carry,  lost  out  by  a considerable 


They  Start  Early 
In  Omaha 

Omoha — Eddie  Forester,  manager  of 
the  Omaha  Theatre,  one  of  the  three 
Tri-States  houses,  which  will  be  used 
for  the  world  premiere  of  "Union 
Pacific,"  has  already  received  several 
moil  order  requests  for  seats  for  the 
premiere  and  it  won't  be  held  until 
April. 

One  caller  at  the  theatre's  boxoffice 
was  most  insistent.  Although  Manager 
Forester  assured  him  prices  were  not 
set  and  the  date  not  definitely  sched- 
uled the  man  still  wanted  to  leave  a 
blank  check. 


Federal  Probe  Started; 
Some  Independents 
Favored  Repeal 

margin,  52  votes  being  cast  for  it  and  51 
against.  The  debate  over  it  produced 
sensational  insinuations  and  charges. 

L.  L.  Twichell,  minority  leader  and  a 
proponent  of  repeal,  set  off  the  dynamite 
fuse  when  he  claimed  that  all  the  furore 
over  the  bill  was  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
certain  attorney  would  lose  an  $8,000  le- 
gal fee  because  it  mooted  the  pending  va- 
lidity suit  pending  in  the  U.  S.  supreme 
court.  The  “certain  attorney”  was  iden- 
tified by  Representative  Scholl  as  former 
Governor  Langer,  a Non-Partisan  leaguer, 
who  favored  divorcement  while  he  was  in 
office. 

Representative  Scholl  declared  that  an 
alleged  $25,000  in  “pay-off”  money  had 
been  deposited  in  a Fargo,  N.  D.,  bank 
and  subsequently  found  its  way  into  Bis- 
marck. Speaker  Hagen  took  the  floor  to 
tell  of  hearing  “a  couple  of  guys  in  the 
lobby  of  a Bismarck  hotel  the  night  be- 
fore repeal  passed  both  branches,  talking 
about  a $10,000  pay-off.” 

Contends  Bill  “Railroaded” 

Scholl  contended  the  bill  had  been  “rail- 
roaded” through  both  branches  without 
debate  and  without  members  realizing 
what  they  were  voting  for.  But  'Twichell 
pointed  out  that  the  day  before  the  bill 
was  voted  on  the  Non-Partisan  League 
members,  who  control  the  house,  held  a 
caucus  and  recommended  it  for  passage. 
He  asserted  there  was  nothing  irregular 
about  its  passage. 

Vigorous  objection  was  voiced  by  'Twichell 
to  the  claim  that  money  had  been  used 
to  pass  the  bill.  He  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  the  only  man  in  the 
North  Dakota  legislature  who  helped  put 
a man  in  jail  for  bribery  in  the  house. 

Scholl  wanted  to  know  why  the  senate 
had  suspended  its  rules  to  rush  the  bill 
through.  He  said  house  members  should 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
the  bill  has  a bearing  on  the  entire  U.  S. 
industry.  Hagen  called  it  a “trick”  bill 
and  asked  that  the  legislature  be  given 
a chance  by  the  governor  to  rectify 
“what  might  have  been  a mistake.” 

P.  W.  Lanier,  U.  S.  district  attorney 
for  North  Dakota,  came  to  Bismarck  to 
investigate.  He  said  he  isn’t  so  sure  “ev- 
erything is  on  the  up  and  up,”  but  admit- 
ted his  inability  so  far  to  put  his  “fin- 
ger” on  anything. 

While  Representative  Scholl  has  been 
loud  in  his  protests  that  he  himself  and 
other  house  members  voted  for  the  repeal 
bill  under  a misapprehension  of  its  mean- 
ing and  purposes  and  without  being  aware 
that  the  divorcement  law’s  validity  had 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Bank  Night  Is  Now 
Target  in  Iowa 


N.  Dakota  Divorce 
Repeal  Resented 


Des  Moines — Two  bills  aimed  at  Bank 
Night,  which  have  practically  become  a 
family  institution  in  Des  Moines  and 
many  other  Iowa  towns,  have  been  intro- 
duced in  the  house  of  representatives 
here. 

The  first  would  outlaw  lotteries  of  any 
sort,  even  making  it  a misdemeanor  for 
the  ladies  aid  to  pay  for  the  new  rug  in 
the  minister’s  study  by  selling  chances  on 
a patch-work  quilt. 

The  bill  is  being  backed  by  Rep.  John 
S.  Heffner  of  Webster  City  and  Elmer  E. 
Cooper  of  Corning.  Cooper  said  the  meas- 
ure is  directed  specifically  at  Bank  Night, 
which  he  believes  encourages  our  young 
folks  to  expect  to  get  something  for  noth- 
ing (he’s  a Republican),  and  eventually 
leads  to  their  demoralization  through 
gambling,  etc. 

Union  projectionists  and  stage  hands 
of  22  local  unions  in  18  Iowa  towns  (Sioux 
City,  Davenport,  Cedar  Rapids,  Des 
Moines,  Council  Bluffs,  Creston,  Fort 
Dodge,  Marshalltown,  Dubuque,  Ottumwa, 
Burlington,  Mason  City,  Shenandoah, 
Iowa  City,  Clinton,  Waterloo  and  Musca- 
tine) are  offering  their  support  to  thea- 
tre owners  in  opposing  the  bill  because 
they  believe  Bank  Nights  are  beneficial 
to  all  merchants  of  a town  as  well  as  to 
theatre  operators,  according  to  George 
Hartnett,  Des  Moines,  secretary. 

“Merchants  in  some  of  these  towns  tell 
our  members  their  Bank  Night  business 
often  exceeds  their  Saturday  trade,”  he 
said. 

The  second  bill  seeks  to  legalize  Bank 
Night  by  putting  a 10-cent  tax  on  each 
ticket  sold  and  providing  that  the  revenue 
therefrom  be  paid  into  the  old  age  pen- 
sion fund.  It  was  introduced  by  William 
Judd  of  Clinton  who  also  introduced  the 
two-projectionists-in-a-booth  bill.  Judd 
refused  to  comment  on  his  sponsorship 
of  the  Bank  Night  bill. 

“Whatever  I say  will  just  be  carried 
back  to  the  theatre  people  and  be  used  to 
spike  my  guns,”  he  said.  “I  have  nothing 
to  say  other  than  that  I am  not  against 
Bank  Nights.  I want  them  to  keep  on.” 


Vending  Machine  Tax  Bill 
Faces  Iowa  Exhibitors 

Des  Moines  — One  of  the  lesser  bills 
with  which  the  Iowa  legislature  is  bela- 
boring theatre  owners  is  one  to  tax  vend- 
ing machines  located  in  public  places  or 
businesses  and  not  owned  by  persons 
operating  the  business. 

This  would  include  candy  vending  ma- 
clrines  so  common  in  theatre  lobbies 
around  the  state.  The  bill  would  require 
a licensing  by  department  of  agriculture 
of  vending  machines  at  annual  fees  rang- 
ing from  $1.00  to  $25  per  year.  It  was 
introduced  February  16  by  G.  R.  Hill  of 
Clarion  as  a means  of  raising  revenue,  he 
said. 


Metro  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — “Three  Kings  and  a Girl,” 
an  original  by  Billy  Gilbert,  has  been  pur- 
chased by  Metro. 


As  'Stagecoach'  Bowed — 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  B.  Shaiiberg  of  Kan- 
sas City  and  Miami  Beach  at  the  pre- 
miere in  the  latter  city  of  United 
Artists’  “Stagecoach”  recently. 

Ronald  Reagan  to  Be  in 
16th  Gridiron  Show 

Des  Moines — Ronald  Reagan,  former 
local  radio  announcer,  now  a featured 
player  with  Warner  Bros.,  has  been  of- 
fered a part  in  the  Des  Moines  Advertis- 
ing Club’s  16th  annual  Gridiron  Show, 
March  7. 

Reagan,  a member  of  the  advertising 
club  while  in  Des  Moines,  has  wired  the 
director  that  he  would  like  to  appear  in 
the  show. 


ghaking  rice  out  of  his  hair  this  week  is 
Harold  Hellerich,  who  comes  back  from 
his  honeymoon  to  start  managing  the 
Lincoln  . . . Legislative  heat  has  the  town 
spilling  over  with  big  shots,  trying  to  stifle 
the  divorcement  bill  and  the  one  which 
seeks  $1,000  licensing  per  exchange  per 
year  . . . Mrs.  Marvin  Jackson,  the  thea- 
tre-newspaper 10  best  poll  winner,  was  en- 
tertained all  last  week  in  Hollywood.  She’s 
from  Naponee,  Neb.,  but  sees  all  the  pic- 
tures at  (jeorge  Hall’s  theatre  in  Franklin. 

Mrs.  George  Monroe,  the  younger,  had  a 
had  siege  of  pneumonia  and  was  under  the 
oxygen  tent  for  awhile  here  in  the  hos- 
pital . . . Don  Monroe,  with  his  nose  bent 
out  of  place  by  a slugger,  has  reduced  it  to 
normalcy  again,  and  is  back  at  work. 

Lent  begins  on  Washington’s  birthday, 
so  the  spirit  of  the  hatchet  man  will  rise 
just  in  time  to  cut  the  grosses  . . . Some- 
what of  a press  agent’s  Utopia  is  the  sit- 
uation being  enjoyed  by  KFAB-KFOR’s 
praiser  here,  Scottie  Nicoll.  His  brother, 
Bruce,  is  the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star’s 
radio  editor  ...  Ed  Vaughan  is  at  a loss 
whether  to  get  married,  or  just  keep  on 
trying  to  save  money  and  keep  the  pros- 
pects from  meeting  each  other  . . . The 
contest  to  re-name  the  Orpheum  Theatre 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

been  upheld  in  its  first  court  test  and 
that  the  question  was  before  the  U.  S. 
supreme  court,  it  is  common  knowledge 
that  members  of  the  legislature  were  in 
receipt  of  letters  from  many  North  Da- 
kota independent  exhibitors  urging  repeal. 

The  independents  in  question  are  said 
to  have  feared  what  might  happen  if  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.’s  theatres  fell 
into  the  hands  of  certain  of  the  terri- 
tory’s independent  circuit  operators.  They 
have  more  dread  of  these  independent 
chains  than  they  have  of  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  which  has  been  a fair, 
honorable  and  decent  competitor,  they 
told  their  representatives.  They  declared 
that  conditions  never  warranted  or  justi- 
fied enactment  of  the  divorcement  legis- 
lation in  the  first  place. 

Justice  department  officials  are  said  to 
plan  to  use  any  evidence  of  conspiracy 
by  producers  in  the  North  Dakota  repeal 
matter,  if  it  is  found,  as  evidence  in 
the  pending  anti-trust  suit  against  ma- 
jor distributors. 

These  officials  point  out  that  repeal 
of  the  North  Dakota  law,  preventing  a 
U.  S.  supreme  court  ruling  on  theatre 
divorcement  legislation’s  constitutionality, 
might  have  an  adverse  effect  on  divorce- 
ment measures  now  being  considered  in 
other  states.  A favorable  U.  S.  supreme 
court  decision  undoubtedly  would  have 
given  impetus  to  wider  adoption  of  such 
laws,  in  their  opinion. 


has  drawn  about  500  letters  so  far.  There 
have  only  been  about  80  names  suggested, 
but  it’ll  probably  finish  up  as  Joe  Cooper 
figured,  being  called  Nebraska. 

Alvm  Hendricks  gets  a vacation  some 
time  this  summer  and  would  like  to  go  back 
down  in  the  Texas  country  from  where 
he  came  . . . Laura  Walker,  cashier  at  the 
Lincoln,  clicked  off  a letter  in  a contest 
to  tell  why  Nebraska  is  the  white  spot  of 
the  nation,  and  won  second.  She  got  a neat 
diamond  ring  set  with  seven  stones  . . . 
Rosita  Royce,  the  dove  dancer,  is  sarcas- 
tically treated  in  the  New  Yorker  this  is- 
sue. She  admits  Lincoln  is  the  town  where 
she  picked  up  her  education,  and  in  a 
quoted  letter  makes  four  grammatical  mis- 
takes per  paragraph. 

Quarters  unheard  from  lately:  Harry 
Schiller,  in  Grand  Island,  who  never  leaves 
home  . . . Carl  Rose,  in  York,  who  would 
rather  play  with  his  yoimgster  than  shovel 
the  snow  away  from  the  mail-box  ...  Ed 
Schoenthal,  in  Holdrege,  who  hasn’t  had 
an  idea  lately  . . . Nevins  Lynn,  in  Kearney, 
who  lives  too  far  out  to  ever  come  to  town 
and  who  never  writes  . . . and  Maynard 
Nelson,  Norfolk,  who  considering  the  re- 
cent blizzards,  figures  he’s  only  two  days 
by  dogsled  from  the  North  Pole. 
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MlSSOnW  CENSOR  BILL  EMPOWERS  POLITICAL 
BOARD  TO  PASS  ON  FILMS  AND  ADVERTISING 


Presents  a $300,000 

It  is  estimated  by  film  men  that  if  the  Missouri  censorship  bill  becomes  law  in 
its  present  form,  it  would  cost  film  companies  some  $300,000  a year.  This  would 
be  prohibitive,  and  film  companies  would  have  to  pass  the  charge  on  to  theatres 
and  they,  in  turn,  on  to  the  public  as  a censorship  charge. 

A rough  estimate  places  the  number  of  reels  used  in  Missouri  by  the  two 
exchange  centers,  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City,  at  50,000  a year.  At  $5  a reel,  the 
cost  would  be  $250,000.  It  would  cost  approximately  $50  per  picture  on  advertis- 
ing: With  500  pictures,  here  is  another  $25,000.  Transportation  and  handling,  delays 
and  loss  of  time,  etc.,  would  make  up  another  $25,000.  The  total  censorship  cost 
would  be,  in  comparison  with  what  the  companies  do  in  Missouri,  enormously  out 
of  proportion. 

An  Industry-Financed  Iowa 
Censor  Board  Proposed 


Financing  Through  $5.00 
Assessment  Per  Reel; 

50  Cents  on  Ads 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — A censorship  bill  which 
would  not  only  impose  a heavy  burden  on 
the  motion  picture  industry  in  the  state 
but  which  also  would  leave  the  okaying  of 
every  film  Hollywood  produced  up  to  the 
discretion  of  three  political  appointees 
has  been  introduced  in  the  Missouri  leg- 
islature by  Rep.  S.  C.  Hayden  of  Kansas 
City. 

House  Bill  No.  390  is  “An  act  to  prevent 
the  showing  of  uncensored  motion  pic- 
tures; creating  a board  of  censors;  pro- 
viding for  approvals  and  disapprovals  of 
films,  reels,  folders,  posters,  pictures  and 
advertising  matter;  providing  for  ap- 
pointment of  employes  and  members  of 
the  board;  providing  fees  to  be  paid  such 
board;  creating  the  ‘motion  pictures 
fund’;  defining  violations  of  the  act  and 
providing  penalties  therefor;  and  repeal- 
ing conflicting  acts. 

“Sec.  1.  That  no  person  shall  sell, 
lease,  lend,  exhibit  or  use  any  motion  pic- 
ture film  or  reel  unless  such  film  or  reel 
has  been  submitted  by  the  exchange,  owner, 
lessee  or  user  to  and  duly  approved  by  the 
Missouri  state  board  of  censors.  No  per- 
son shall  exhibit  any  folder,  poster,  pic- 
ture or  advertising  matter  which  has  not 
been  approved  by  the  Missouri  state  board 
of  censors  or  which  contains  matter  not 
thereon  when  the  approval  of  such  board 
was  granted. 

“Sec.  2.  Every  person  intending  to  seU, 
lease,  exhibit  or  use  any  film  or  reel  (sic) 
shall  furnish  to  the  board,  when  applica- 
tion for  approval  is  made,  a description  of 
the  film  or  reel  to  be  sold,  leased,  exhibit- 
ed or  used  and  the  purpose  thereof  and 
shall  pay  such  fees  as  are  provided  for  in 
this  act  and  if  duplicate  films  or  reels  are 
to  be  sold  . . . shall  furnish  a sworn  state- 
ment that  such  duplicates  are  exact  copies 
of  the  originals  as  submitted  for  examin- 
ation to  the  board;  and  that  all  elimina- 
tions, changes  or  rejections  made  or  re- 
quired by  the  board  in  the  original  film  or 
reel  has  been  or  will  be  made  in  such  du- 
plicates. 

“Sec.  3.  For  examination  of  each  film 
the  board  shall  receive  in  advance  a fee 
of  five  dollars  for  each  reel  censored 
(whether  approved  or  disapproved) 
whether  original  or  duplicates.  Applica- 
tion for  certificates  for  duplicates  must  be, 
made  by  the  same  persons  as  submitted 
the  original  film  or  reel  and  must  be  made 
at  the  same  time.  For  examination  of 
each  folder,  poster,  picture  or  advertise- 
ment the  board  shall  receive  a fee  of  50 
cents  in  advance.  The  board  may,  in  its 
discretion,  grant  a special  permit  for  the 
exhibition  of  a film  or  reel  for  purely  edu- 


Des  Moines — A proposal  to  create  an 
Iowa  state  board  of  censors,  with  regu- 
latory powers  over  all  motion  pictures, 
slides  and  stereopticon  views  shown  in  the 
state,  has  been  introduced  in  the  Iowa 
legislature. 

The  board  would  operate  at  a cost  of  at 
least  $150,000  a year  to  the  industry. 

The  board  would  consist  of  nine  mem- 
bers, appointed  by  the  governor  for  three- 
year  terms,  to  serve  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $4,500  each,  plus  expenses.  They  would 
be  required  to  view  “in  its  entirety”  every 
picture  and  slide  before  it  was  exhibited 
to  the  general  public. 

Approval  by  a majority  vote  of  the 
board  would  be  necessary,  and  when  ap- 
proved, the  picture  would  bear  a stamp — 
“Approved  by  the  Iowa  State  Board  of 
Censors.”  Violations  of  the  act  would  call 
for  a $1,000  fine,  a year’s  imprisonment, 
or  both,  and  each  showing  would  consti- 
tute a separate  offense. 

Examination  fees  would  be  charged  on 
every  lineal  foot  of  film  examined  plus 
a fee  depending  on  the  seating  capacity  of 
theatres  in  which  the  film  was  to  be  ex- 
hibited. The  total  amount  of  fees  col- 


cational,  charitable  or  religious  purposes 
without  fee. 

Four-Year  Term  for  Board 
“Sec.  4.  The  Missouri  state  board  of 
censors  is  hereby  created  and  established, 
which  said  board  shall  be  vested  with 
and  possessed  with  powers  and  duties 
as  specified  this  act  . . . 

“Sec.  5.  The  Missouri  state  board  of 
censors  shall  consist  of  three  members 
who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  governor 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  sen- 
ate; one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  by 
the  governor  to  be,  and,  upon  being  so 
appointed  . . . shall  be  chairman  . . . Each 
member  of  the  board,  at  the  time  of  ap- 


lected  during  any  one  year  would  have  to 
be  double  the  yearly  expense  of  the  board. 

The  surplus  fees  would  go  to  the  state’s 
general  school  fund. 

“The  proper  type  of  picture  may  be 
used  as  a great  power  for  good,”  said 
Senator  Earl  Augustine,  (R),  of  Oska- 
loosa,  sponsor  of  the  bill.  “By  the  same 
token,  the  improper  type  of  picture  may  be 
the  cause  of  crime  and  the  corruption  of 
the  public’s  morals.” 

“Iowa’s  motion  picture  industry  has  de- 
veloped into  one  of  the  leading  businesses 
in  the  state  and  Iowa  theatres  are  visited 
by  almost  everyone,  particularly  by  the 
young  people  whose  minds  are  in  the 
formative  stage.” 

The  bill  empowers  the  board  to  acquire 
projection  rooms  and  equipment  for  use 
and  employ  operators  and  investigators. 

Members  of  the  proposed  board  would 
consist  of  one  each  of  the  following: 
Catholics,  Jews,  Protestants,  WCTU, 
American  Legion,  Daughters  of  American 
Revolution,  state  parent-teacher  associa- 
tion, crime  prevention  association,  federa- 
tion of  women’s  clubs. 


pointment  shall  be  a citizen  of  Missouri 
for  at  least  five  years  preceding  such  ap- 
pointment. Each  member  shall  be  quali- 
fied by  education  and  experience  to  act 
as  censor  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
The  members  of  the  board  shall  hold  of- 
fice for  a term  of  four  years  from  date  of 
commission  and  until  their  successors  are 
appointed  and  qualified.  Vacancy  in  the 
membership  of  the  board  shall  be  filled 
for  the  imexpired  term  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  an  original  appointment.  A va- 
cancy shall  not  impair  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  remaining  members  to  perform  all 
the  functions  required  of  the  full  board. 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Omaha  Exhibitors 
Favor  Air  Rift 

Omaha — Efforts  of  the  motion  picture 
producers  to  choke  the  appearance  of  the 
film  industry’s  stars  on  radio  will  get 
strong  support  from  a majority  of  the 
Omaha  exhibitors,  who  believe  the  film 
star-studded  programs  are  hitting  receipts. 

It  is  generally  agreed  here  that  Sunday 
nights,  big  for  the  theatres,  suffer  defi- 
nitely because  the  air  wave  fans  are  held 
close  to  their  radios. 

The  same  is  true  for  many  outstate 
houses,  where  Sunday  nights  furnish  the 
big  boxoffice  take. 

Thursday  nights,  always  bad  in  show 
business,  have  been  made  even  worse  by 
the  heavy  bombardment  of  programs  from 
Hollywood,  they  believe. 


Kansas  Chain  Store  Tax 
Bill  Meets  Opposition 

Topeka,  Kas.  — Considerable  opposition 
has  developed  against  the  chain  store  tax 
bill  which  would  levy  a graduated  tax 
against  chain  units  up  to  more  than  $500 
each.  At  the  hearing  of  the  taxation  com- 
mittee here  the  bill,  which  was  prepared 
by  the  legislative  council  of  the  Kansas 
legislature,  was  objected  to  by  chain  stores, 
naturally,  and  also  by  labor  and  farmers. 
Proponents  were  members  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Business  Men’s  Ass’n  of  Kansas. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  bill,  chain  theatres 
might  be  affected. 

Free  Barbecue  Dinner 
For  Kaycee  Barkers 

Kansas  City — A free  dinner — barbecued 
— will  be  presented  members  of  Variety  at 
the  clubrooms  Monday  night,  February 
27,  by  the  club.  The  gustatory  treat  will 
get  under  way  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and  will  be 
followed  by  a business  meeting.  The  club 
is  urging  everyone  to  be  there. 


Christian  to  Blue  Mound 

Kansas  City — O.  L.  Christian  of  Parker, 
Kas.,  who  operates  shows  at  Colony  and 
Williamsburg,  Kas.,  has  bought  a build- 
ing at  Blue  Mound,  Kas.,  and  will  remodel 
it  into  a 350-seat  theatre. 


Leads  15,000  Bracket — 

Stanley  Schwahn  of  Lawrence,  Kas., 
a Commonwealth  vartner,  who  copped 
first  prize  in  the  Movie  Quiz  show- 
man’s contest  for  situations  under 
15,000  population  by  his  work  for  the 
Granada. 

Call  on  Orville  Rennie 
To  Smooth  a Banquet 

Hastings,  Neb. — OrviUe  Rennie,  manager 
of  the  Rivoli  and  Strand  here,  was  called 
into  action  at  the  annual  chamber  of 
commerce  budget  dinner.  He  was  con- 
verted into  a ‘man  at  the  banquet  table’ 
and  toted  a mike  around  the  place  asking 
pointed  questions  of  various  attendants. 
His  job  was  to  get  the  gang  in  very  good 
humor. 

They  had  to  be,  because  the  business  of 
the  day  was  to  raise  $12,000  to  run  the 
c.  of  c.  for  the  next  year. 

"Dodge  City"  Premiere 
In  Dodge  City,  Kas, 

Hollywood — Studio  executives  at  War- 
ner Bros,  have  decided  to  world  premiere 
“Dodge  City’’  in  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  follow- 
ing a visit  paid  them  by  a delegation  of 
Kansans  headed  by  Lieut. -Gov.  Carl  Friend. 

H.  E.  Jameyson,  district  manager  for 
Fox  Midwest  Theatres,  and  J.  Wooten, 
city  manager  for  Dodge  City,  are  confer- 
ring here  on  the  premiere. 


Competition  in  Kansas 

Kansas  City — The  gravity  of  competition  to  theatres  from  recreational  centers 
financed  by  WPA  money  is  strikingly  illustrated  in  a report  from  Kansas  which 
shows  there  are  35  newly  constructed  athletic  fields,  improvements  made  on  24; 
25  new  parks  covering  3,273  acres,  57  parks  improved;  one  new  fairground  of  160 
acres,  three  improved;  seven  new  playgrounds  built,  60  repaired,  and  31  new 
swimming  and  wading  pools. 

Stadia  and  grandstands  are  included  in  the  construction  of  many  of  the  athletic 
fields,  and  they  have  been  laid  out  to  accommodate  almost  any  sort  of  outdoor 
athletic  game.  In  addition,  many  are  equipped  with  lights  for  night  events. 

For  most  of  these  projects,  a small  fee  is  being  charged  the  public  to  provide 
maintenance  expenses. 


Missouri's  Censor 
Measure  Costli] 

1 Continued  from  preceding  page) 

The  members  . . . shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  $4,000. 

“Sec.  6.  The  board  shall  procure  and 
use  an  official  seal  which  shall  contain 
the  words  “Missouri  State  Board  of  Cen- 
sors” together  with  such  design  engraved 
thereon  as  the  board  may  prescribe. 

“Sec.  7.  The  board  shall  from  time  to 
time  adopt  and  enforce  such  rules,  con- 
sistent with  law,  as  it  may  deem  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

“Sec.  8.  The  board  shall  examine  or 
supervise  the  examination  of  all  films, 
reels,  folders,  posters,  pictures  or  adver- 
tising matter  pertaining  to  motion  pictures 
used  or  to  be  used  or  exhibited  in  Mis- 
souri; and  shall  approve  such  films  . . . 
and  advertising  matter  which  are  moral 
and  proper;  and  shall  disapprove  such 
as  are  obscene,  indecent,  immoral,  im- 
proper, cruel  or  such  as  are  inimical  to  the 
welfare  of  the  state  or  nation,  or  such  as 
tend  in  the  discretion  of  the  board  to  de- 
base or  corrupt  morals  or  citizenship,  or 
unduly  excite  or  deceive  the  public.  The 
board  may  order  a re-examination  of  any 
film  ...  or  advertising  matter  approved 
by  it  upon  giving  30  days  written  notice 
to  the  owner  ...  At  such  re-examination 
the  board  may  make  such  order  as  would 
be  proper  upon  the  original  examination. 

“Sec.  9.  Upon  each  film  or  reel  which 
has  been  approved  by  the  board  there 
shall  be  furnished  and  stamped  by  the 
board  the  following  certificate  a state- 
ment, ‘Approved  by  the  Missouri  State 
Board  of  Censors’  and  the  board  shall 
furnish  a certificate  to  the  same  effect 
for  all  folders,  posters,  pictures  and  ad- 
vertising matter  approved  by  it;  and  no 
other  stamp  shall  be  permitted.  In  the 
case  of  use  of  fUms  . . . such  certificate 
or  statement  shall  be  shown  on  the  screen 
to  the  extent  of  at  least  five  feet  of  film. 
No  film  or  reel  shall  be  exhibited  unless 
such  certificate  is  shown  on  the  screen. 

“Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  . . . exhibit  or 
have  in  possession  any  film  or  reel  carry- 
ing the  official  approval  of  the  board, 
which  approval  was  not  placed  upon  such 
film  or  reel  by  the  board. 

“Sec.  11.  The  board  shall  keep  a rec- 
ord of  all  examinations  made  by  it  of 
films  . . . and  advertising  matter  . . . 
and  shall  note  on  such  record  the  ap- 
proval or  disapproval  and  reasons  for 
each. 

Police  Powers  to  Board 

“Sec.  12.  Any  member  of  the  board  or 
any  employe  thereof,  may  enter  any 
place  where  films  . . . are  exhibited  and 
such  member  or  employe  is  hereby  em- 
powered and  authorized  to  prevent  the 
display  or  exhibition  of  any  film  ...  or 
advertising  matter  which  has  not  been 
approved  by  the  board. 

“Sec.  13.  The  board  shall  make  a bien- 
nial report  to  the  governor  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  of  each  odd  num- 
bered year,  which  report  shall  show: 
‘meetings,  films  and  advertising  examin- 
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ed,  details  of  all  prosecutions  for  viola- 
tions of  the  act,  moneys  received  and  ex- 
pended, proposed  changes  in  the  law,  etc. 

“Sec.  14.  The  principal  office  shall  be 
in  Jefferson  City  and  the  commission  of 
permanent  seat  of  government  shall  pro- 
vide suitable  offices  in  the  capitol  and 
equip  same.  The  board  may  rent  and 
equip  offices  in  such  cities  as  contain 
three  hundred  thousand  or  more  inhabi- 
tants.” 

A secretary  would  receive  $3,000  a year, 
and  “the  board  shall  have  the  power  to 
employ,  during  its  pleasure,  such  clerks, 
stenographers,  inspectors,  operators,  elec- 
tricians, messengers,  and  other  employes 
as  it  may  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  other  laws  or 
to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise  the 
powers  conferred  by  law  upon  the  board.” 
One  member  can  conduct  an  examination. 
The  bill  limits  the  salaries  of  clerks,  oper- 
ators and  electricians  to  $150  a month, 
stenographers  to  $125,  and  messengers  to 
$75.  Members  will  receive  necessary  trav- 
eling and  other  expenses.  The  bill  creates 
a motion  picture  fund,  and  the  state  shall 
not  be  liable  for  any  salary  or  expense  if 
the  fund  has  insufficient  money  to  meet 
such  expenses  or  salaries.  Fees  are  paid 
in  advance  to  the  secretary,  who  pays 
them  into  the  “fund”  at  the  state  treas- 
ury. 

“Reel,”  according  to  the  bill,  “is  what  is 
usually  known  as  a motion  picture  reel.” 

Violation  is  made  a misdemeanor. 


Kansas  Divorcement 
Bill  Moves  Along 

Topeka,  Kas.— H.  B.  228,  which  is  the 
Kansas  divorcement  bill  by  Rep.  William- 
son of  Wyandotte  county,  has  been  report- 
ed out  of  the  committee  on  state  affairs, 
and  now  is  on  the  calendar  in  the  house 
for  discussion  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 


K,  C.  Sound  Represents 
Ampro  16mm  Corp, 

Kansas  City — The  Kansas  City  Sound 
Service  Co.,  headed  by  Paul  Humston,  has 
been  made  factory  representative  for  the 
Ampro  Corp.,  manufacturers  of  16mm  pro- 
jection equipment,  in  western  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  northern  Oklahoma.  The 
company  has  been  handling  the  line,  which 
is  designed  primarily  for  use  in  schools 
and  institutions  to  aid  in  educational 
work,  for  the  past  three  or  four  months. 

H.  A.  Parker  of  Kansas  City  has  bought 
one  of  the  machines  for  use  in  school  serv- 
ice and  to  show  home  town  pictures.  He 
has  also  purchased  a 16mm  camera  of  the 
company  for  taking  home  town  films. 


Oklahoma  City  Supply  Co. 
Opens  Branch  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — Tom  Dyer  and  L.  J.  Kim- 
briel  are  opening  a branch  of  the  Okla- 
homa City  Theatre  Supply  Co.  on  Filmrow 
here  to  handle  Hey  wood- Wakefield  seat- 
ing and  U.  S.  Air  Conditioning.  The  two 
are  salesmen  of  the  Oklahoma  City  com- 
pany. 


JN  spite  of  the  bitter  cold,  there  were  ex- 
hibitors on  the  Row  this  week:  Harry 
Till,  Hamilton,  Mo.;  Frank  Anderson, 
Kirksville,  Mo.;  E.  O.  Briles,  Emporia, 
Kas.;  Virgil  Harbison,  Tarkio,  Mo.;  Dan 
Hennessy  and  Leonard  Smith,  Rialto, 
Marysville,  Kas.;  Albert  Orear,  Bonner 
Springs,  Kas.;  A.  J.  Simmons,  Lamar,  Mo.; 
Leo  Porter,  Glasco,  Kas.;  Warren  Webber, 
Ellinwood,  Kas.;  the  John  Brandts,  Ore- 
gon, Mo.;  H.  F.  Strowig,  Abilene,  Kas.; 
Glen  Klock,  Neodesha,  Kas. 

Dorothy  Moser  at  Metro  is  wearing  a 
diamond  ring  . . . And  Virginia  Ziegler 
of  the  same  office  also  is  just  engaged. 

Harry  Wheeler  and  Nelson  Burrus  of 
Paramount  escaped  serious  injury  last  Sat- 
urday when  the  car  in  which  they  were 
driving  left  the  highway  and  turned  over. 
Nelson  suffered  minor  injuries,  but  was 
back  on  the  job  Monday.  Harry  lost  one 
button  off  his  overcoat. 

YOU  ARE  INVITED:  to  attend  the  re- 
ception following  the  wedding  of  Stanley 
Goldberg  and  Florence  Abraham.  The  re- 
ception will  be  held  from  4 to  7 p.  rn.  at 
3408  Gillham  Road,  March  5. 

Tuesday  morning  the  gals  at  Paramount 
thought  for  a moment  that  Ray  Milland 
had  paid  the  exchange  a visit.  It  turned 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone;  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  ludp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


out  to  be  Earl  Ogan,  using  dark  glasses  to 
shade  the  glare  of  the  snow.  There  is  a 
resemblance — notice  it  sometime. 

Leon  Abraham  says  that  while  his  wife 
is  in  Texas  he  is  batching  it.  VJe  have 
no  way  of  proving  this. 

Bev.  Miller  has  signed  a bunch  of  new 
ones  for  Book  Treasures — Fox  Liberty,  Fort 
Scott,  Kas.;  Fox  Midland,  Pittsburg,  Kas.; 
Fox  Crane,  Carthage,  Mo.;  Fox  Star,  Neva- 
da, Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons’  Plaza,  Lamar, 
Mo.  Book  TT'easures  has  evolved  a plan 
whereby  the  books  cost  the  theatre  noth- 
ing. 

Billy  Waers,  who  used  to  operate  the 
house  at  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  now  is  a state 
liquor  inspector. 

This  week’s  gold  medal  goes  to  E.  E. 
Webber  jr.,  of  the  Colonial.  Driving  west 
on  Eleventh  St.  between  Baltimore  and 
Wyandotte  the  other  day,  he  spotted  a car 
without  a driver  gaining  headway  coming 
toward  him  down  the  hill.  To  prevent  it 
gaining  momentum  and  becoming  a wild 
car,  Webber  crashed  it  head  on.  He  called 
the  police  to  report  the  matter,  and  they 
informed  him  it  belonged  to  Mrs.  A.  I. 
Beach,  widow  of  the  former  mayor  of  Kan- 
sas City. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE  ~ 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 


Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 
KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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JWIN  CITY  Variety  Club  scenes;  The 

Parson  Brothers,  Sauk  Center,  Minn., 
exhibitors,  breaking  bread  with  Don 
Rulefson,  Western  Electric  representative. 
Tom  Burke  of  Trailer-Made  sampling  the 
Friday’s  cuisine  (baked  fish  and  shrimps). 
Sol  Lebedoff,  Abe  Kaplan,  Ben  Friedman 
and  “Chuck”  Rubenstein,  Twin  City  in- 
dependent neighborhood  exhibitors,  iron- 
ing out  the  industry’s  problems  and  en- 
gaging verbally  in  a little  advanced  golf 
on  the  side. 

Word  from  Los  Angeles  to  the  effect  that 
Bennie  Berger,  independent  circuit  opera- 
tor, is  still  sojourning  at  the  Ambassador 
Hotel  there  and  making  various  trips 
through  surrounding  scenic  spots  . . . Don 
Woods,  Paramount  sales  manager,  laid  up 
for  a few  days  with  a cold  . . . Following 
its  fine  reception  at  the  Time  Theatre 
here,  Reno  Wilk  set  in  his  “Bride  of  Sa- 
moa” at  the  new  Hollywood,  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  Bros,  dis- 
trict manager,  sorely  beset  these  days.  He 
took  his  wife  to  the  Abbott  Hospital,  suf- 
fering from  flu  and  then  became  afflicted 
with  the  sickness  himself  and  is  confined 
to  his  hotel  room. 

Our  scouts  in  Hollywood  report  seeing 
Helen  Hillman,  former  Northland  theatre 
company  secretary,  eating  at  the  Univer- 
sal commissary  and  attracting  more  stares 
than  the  screen  stars  themselves  . . . 
There’s  that  woman  again:  Bud  Mclnter- 
ney,  Wellworth  theatre  circuit  ad  sales 
manager,  still  toting  the  young  charmer 
to  the  weekly  screenings  . . . Lowell  Kap- 
lan of  the  Eddie  Ruben  staff  surprising 
even  himself  by  his  hard  work  in  push- 
ing the  sale  of  'Twin  City  Variety  Club 
refugees  benefit  tickets. 

Bess  Crane,  Eddie  Ruben’s  private  sec- 
retary, back  in  town  with  Miami  written 
all  over  her  . . . J.  McFarland,  National 
Screen  branch  manager,  still  rules  the 
roost  at  the  Rec  and  Snooker  noon  meet- 
ings . . . Ben  Spewak,  young  financier, 
watching  the  days  get  longer  and  speed- 
ing up  plans  for  his  proposed  open 
air  theatre  near  the  Airport  . . . ’Tis 
said  Tommy  Charak  of  Warner  Bros, 
takes  more  interest  in  the  twice  weekly 
boxing  matches  here  than  the  fighters 
themselves  . . . H.  O.  McCollum,  head  of 
the  Illinois  theatre  circuit  bearing  his 
■name,  visiting  Eddie  Ruben  . . . Fay  Kar- 
rigan,  booker  at  Bennie  Berger’s  office, 
happy  because  her  husband’s  back  in  town 
again  and  her  face  is  wreathed  in  smiles 
once  more  . . . “Shimme”  Chapman  from 
the  Milwaukee  Columbia  office  here  over 
the  weekend. 


Remember  when:  Ben  Blotcky  of  Para- 
mount used  to  run  the  Star  Theatre,  St. 
Paul  . . . Reno  Wilk  directed  orchestras 
at  the  Rogers  and  Dyckman  hotels  back 
in  1916  . . . Tom  Burke  and  George  Gran- 
.strom  built  the  Oxford  'Theatre,  St.  Paul 
. . . Alexis  (Kelly)  Evidon  chauffeured 
a milk  wagon  . . . Guy  Crandall  (him- 
self) had  a film  exchange  in  the  old  Film 
Exchange  Bldg.  . . . John  Branton,  head 
Paramount  circuit  booker,  was  a Para- 
mount poster  clerk  . . . Tom  Charak  was 
a film  trade  paper  reporter? 

Ted  Bolnick,  managing  director  of  the 
Welworth  theatres,  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  elect- 
ed to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  La 
Crosse  Chamber  of  Commerce  . . . Ask 
Emery  Eckberg,  South  St.  Paul  theatre 
manager,  to  tell  you  that  very  odd  and 
true  story  of  a certain  “birthday  party” 
. . . Udell  Gill,  Farmington,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, is  said  to  have  had  his  fill  of  Cali- 
fornia sunshine  and  is  heading  home,  ac- 
cording to  reports  just  reaching  here  . . . 
Ben  Ashe,  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor, 
elected  president  of  the  town’s  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Dave  Gillman,  veteran  Twin  City  inde- 
pendent exhibitor,  this  week  celebrated 
his  35th  wedding  anniversary.  Members 
of  his  family  and  friends  tossed  a sur- 
prise party  for  him  and  his  missus  . . . 
Charles  Reagan,  Paramount  western  di- 
vision sales  manager,  visited  with  Ben 
Blotcky  here  and  expressed  himself  as 
highly  pleased  at  results  being  attained 
here  and  throughout  the  district.  Says 
Paramount  “absolutely”  is  coming  up  with 
the  finest  product  ever  and  predicted 
“Union  Pacific”  will  not  only  be  rated  a 
classic,  but  will  prove  a boxoffice  smash 
as  well. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Lyle  Webster,  Rice  Lake,  IVzs.; 
F.  L.  Parsoiis,  Sauk  Center,  Minn.;  Fred 
Kaniele,  Keewatin,  Minn.;  Jack  O’Brien, 
Tracy,  Minn.;  John  Filler  and  son.  Valley 
City,  N.  D.;  George  Rauenhorst,  Fulda, 
Minn.;  Leo  Molitor,  Norwood,  Minn.;  Low- 
ell Smoots,  Little  Falls,  Minn.;  C.  T.  Vik, 
Dawson,  Minn.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  Per- 
kins, Mora,  Minn.;  Mrs.  Jessie  Barlow, 
Hinckly,  Minn.;  Tom  Novak,  Glencoe, 
Minn.;  Bim  Lakie,  Barnesville,  Minn.;  Gay 
Hoover,  Worthington,  Minn.;  Carl  Wes- 
terman,  Milaca,  Minn.;  Don  Anderson,  Pine 
Isles,  Minn.;  Sid  Heath,  Wells,  Minn.,  and 
Sam  Hiller,  Grand  Rapids,  Minn. 

Leo  Davis,  one-time  First  National 
branch  mana.ger  here,  now  a Portland, 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Twin  City  Barkers 
Combining  Fetes 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club  will  make  its  Victory  Dinner  at  the 
Hotel  Nicollet  on  Monday  celebrating  the 
gaining  of  its  goal  in  the  campaign  to 
raise  $25,000  for  European  refugees’  re- 
lief, an  occasion  to  participate  in  cere- 
monies marking  the  award  of  medals  in 
Hollywood  to  winners  of  the  Minneapo- 
lis Journal — critics  of  America  poll  for  the 
best  1938  screen  performances  and  film 
production. 

The  general  public  has  been  invited  to 
be  present.  Tickets  have  been  placed  on 
sale  at  $3  per  person.  Abe  Kaplan,  'Twin 
City  Variety  Club  Dough  Man,  is  in  charge 
of  ticket  sales.  Bill  Elson  will  be  toast- 
master. 

It  is  hoped  by  Chief  Barker  W.  A. 
Steffes  to  have  at  least  two  film  stars 
from  Hollywood  at  the  dinner.  There  also 
will  be  an  entertainment  program.  Full 
dress  will  be  optional  on  guests  part. 

'The  dinner  will  tie-in  with  a two-way 
radio  hookup  over  station  WCCO.  At  the 
dinner  Gov.  H.  B.  Stassen  of  Minnesota, 
in  behalf  of  the  Journal,  will  make  the 
presentations  of  the  awards  on  the  ether 
to  Bette  Davis,  Spencer  Tracy  and  Walt 
Disney.  These  winners  wUl  be  the  other 
end  of  the  radio  with  Merle  Potter,  Jour- 
nal film  editor,  in  Hollywood  and  will 
hear  the  governor.  In  turn,  they  will  be 
heard  over  the  radio,  at  the  dinner,  ac- 
cepting the  awards. 

Chief  Barker  Steffes  will  make  a com- 
plete report  on  the  refugees’  relief  drive 
prior  to  the  other  festivities. 

Asking  all  members  to  put  their  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  going  down  the  home 
stretch,  Steffes  predicted  that  the  organi- 
zation would  go  over  the  top  in  its  refugee 
campaign. 

Steffes  took  special  occasion  to  praise 
the  work  of  Henry  Baker  of  General  Out- 
door Advertising,  Theodore  Hays  of  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  and  W.  L.  Ham- 
ilton and  George  Granstrom,  singling  them 
and  the  Columbia  and  United  Artists’  ex- 
changes, among  others.  Special  clean-up 
committees  were  appointed  for  the  final 
week’s  activities. 


Ted  Emerson  on  Coast  for 
"Union  Pacific"  Plans 

Omaha — Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  Thea- 
tres Corp.  publicity  director  here,  is  in 
Los  Angeles  to  confer  with  Paramount 
executives  relative  to  plans  for  the  world 
premiere  of  “Union  Pacific,”  to  be  held 
here  in  April.  Definite  dates  for  the  show- 
ing will  be  made  soon. 

Arrangements  for  costumes,  props  and 
exhibits  will  be  completed  while  Emerson 
is  in  California. 

The  premiere  will  involve  all  three  Tri- 
States  houses.  The  Omaha  will  be  the 
only  house  opened  to  the  public.  The 
Orpheum  and  Paramount  will  show  the 
film  for  private  groups  of  Union  Pacific 
officials  and  employes. 


Charge  Cancellation  Evasion 

Minneapolis — Evasion  of  the  supposed  20  per  cent  cancellation  concession  in 
1939-40  contracts  now  being  made  is  charged  by  local  independent  exhibitors 
against  one  of  the  leading  major  distributors  here. 

By  reason  of  raising  more  pictures  into  the  upper  classifications,  this  company, 
it's  alleged,  ostensibly  allows  20  per  cent  cancellations,  but  actually  nets  more  on 
its  contracts  and  leaves  the  exhibitor  worse  off  than  before. 

A number  of  complaints  have  been  lodged  with  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of 
Northwest  Allied  who  now  is  conducting  an  investigation. 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

Ore.,  film  man,  stopped  over  here  en  route 
home  and  visited  briefly  at  the  Twin  City 
Variety  club,  greeting  old  friends  . . . 
George  Miner  of  the  Rice  Lake,  Wis., 
Amusement  Co.,  vacationing  in  Florida 
. . . R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount  district 
manager,  in  from  Kansas  City  . . . Bennie 
Berger,  independent  circuit  operator,  is 
said  to  have  been  greatly  upset  because 
only  a roomette,  instead  of  a state  room, 
was  available  for  him  on  the  Chief  when 
he  and  the  wife  set  out  for  California. 

Harold  Johnson,  Universal  branch  man- 
ager, visited  northern  Minnesota  accounts 
. . . L.  R.  Abbott,  vice-president  of  Mo- 
nograph, in  from  Chicago  . . . The  North- 
land Amusement  Co.  has  given  up  its  of- 
fices in  the  Pence  Bldg.  Harry  Dickerman 
now  offices  in  his  Northtown  Theatre  and 
Irving  Gillman  in  the  Roxy,  St.  Paul  . . . 
Myrtle  Kelly,  Universal  booker,  is  mourn- 
ing the  loss  of  her  father  who  passed  away 
last  week  . . . Moe  Levy,  2Qth-Fox  dis- 
trict manager,  in  New  York  on  business 
. . . Fred  Finnegan,  on  leave  of  absence 
from  his  Universal  office  manager  post, 
gradually  recovering  his  health  . . . “Jesse 
James”  doing  unbelievably  big  business 
throughout  the  territory,  outgrossing 
“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  and  “In  Old 
Chicago”  in  practically  all  out-of-town 
situations,  according  to  figures  in  Joe  Pod- 
oloff’s  possession. 

Clarence  K.  Olson,  Warner  Bros,  branch 
manager,  says  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter” Is  a cinch  top  grosser  for  this  ter- 
ritory. After  Prank  Koppelberger  and  Ed- 
win Schwalling  screened  it  they  set  it  in 
for  five  days  with  a Sunday  opening  at 
their  “A”  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  theatre  . . . Cas- 
per Choinard,  United  Artists  North  Dakota 
salesman,  snowed  in  for  a whole  day 
during  his  trip  last  week  ...  As  a result 
of  the  sensational  run  of  “Man  to  Re- 
member” at  the  World  here  and  the  local 
critics’  raves  (it’s  in  its  sixth  week  at 
the  World  and  still  going  strong) , “Nickey” 
Goldhammer,  RKO  branch  manager,  re- 
ports a record  number  of  demands  for 
repeat  engagements. 

“Snow  White”  ran  11  days  at  Bill  El- 
son’s  Seventh  Street  Theatre.  It  went  five 
weeks  originally  downtovm  . . . Minne- 
apolis league  hockey  games  continuing  to 
draw  from  5,000  to  7,000  per  contest. 


A Stage  Show  Policy 
Change  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City  — Beginning  March  2,  the 
Tower,  chief  of  Pox  Midwest’s  three  first 
run  units,  will  go  to  an  irregular  stage 
show  policy.  For  several  years  the  Tower 
has  presented  stage  shows  as  a regular  part 
of  its  combination  film  and  stage  policy, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  few 
houses  west  of  Chicago  to  do  so. 

The  Tower  will  continue  to  play  large 
stage  units  and  name  orchestras  when  they 
can  be  had,  and  already  has  several  such 
shows  scheduled,  including  Shep  Fields  and 
Orrin.  Tucker. 

With  its  departure  from  a regular  stage 
policy,  the  Tower  will  present  more  im- 
portant pictures  at  first  run. 


Cheers  Upswing— 

James  R.  Grainger,  Republic  president, 
in  Minneapolis  with  Max  Roth,  dis- 
trict manager,  and  Gilbert  Nathanson, 
local  franchise  holder,  says  his  com- 
pany is  $1,000,000  ahead  of  last  year 
in  sales  and  that  prospects  point  to 
a continued  business  increase.  He  is 
especially  pleased  with  the  response 
of  Northwest  exhibitors  to  Republic 
product  and  believes  “Man  of  Con- 
quest,” soon  to  he  released,  will  be 
one  of  the  year’s  big  pictures  and 
outstanding  boxoffice  hits. 


Jimmie  Poland  Deals  for 
Shutter  Sales  Rights 

Kansas  City — Charles  L.  Busher,  head 
of  the  Busher  Sound  and  Engineering  Co., 
St.  Louis,  was  in  Kansas  City  to  close  a 
deal  with  Jimmie  Poland  of  the  Independ- 
ent Theatre  Supply  Co.  for  exclusive  sale 
in  western  Missouri  and  Kansas  for  the 
Whitelite  shutter.  The  shutter,  used  on 
low  intensity  and  mazda  lamps,  is  said  to 
give  about  30  per  cent  more  light. 


Sauk  Center  Bow  March  1 

Sauk  Center,  Minn. — P.  L.  Parsons  will 
open  his  new  Main  Street  Theatre  here 
March  1.  The  house,  seating  550,  repre- 
sents an  expenditure  of  approximately 
$50,000. 


Stirs  Excitement 


Springfield,  Minn.  — Charlie  Weiner, 
Monogram  co-franchise  holder,  was  re- 
sponsible for  more  excitement  than  this 
town  has  known  in  many  a day.  Arriv- 
ing here  after  a long  and  hard  drive,  the 
tired  exchange  man  fell  asleep  in  his  au- 
tomobile on  the  main  street  while  it  was 
parked  adjacent  to  the  bank. 

Pedestrians  looking  into  the  car  and 
seeing  the  motor  running  thought  Weiner, 
sleeping  so  soundly  and  quietly  that  he 
looked  like  a corpse,  had  been  a victim  of 
monoxide  gas  asphyxiation.  A huge 
crowd  gathered  and  the  police  and  the 
coroner  were  summoned.. 

Before  the  coroner  arrived,  tidings  re- 
garding the  “dead  man”  had  spread  all 
over  the  town  and  the  crowd  beside  the 
auto  was  considerably  augmented.  It 
didn’t  take  the  police  and  coroner  long 
to  determine  Weiner  was  still  a live  one. 


O m A H A 

I^INTER  with  a vengeance  including 

snow  and  sub-zero  weather,  the  worst 
of  the  season,  has  kayoed  Pilmrow’s 
thoughts  of  spring.  It  has  been  all  the 
tougher  in  view  of  the  mild  weeks  that 
have  gone  before.  Another  taste  early 
last  week  couldn’t  keep  the  exhibitors 
away,  however.  Among  those  checking  in 
were  Carl  Ernst,  Avoca,  la.;  Jack  Mc- 
Carty, Louisville,  Louisville,  Neb.;  Bob 
Pennington,  Rialto,  Villisca,  la.;  Jack 
Riggs,  Sun,  Central  City,  Neb.;  A.  Roz- 
anek,  Crete,  Neb.;  Ralph  Hintz,  Chief, 
Tecumseh;  C.  J.  Kremer,  Rialto,  Stanton, 
Neb.;  H.  T.  Hollander,  Schleswig,  Schles- 
wig, la.;  Odes  A.  B.  Hilton,  Park,  Sioux 
City.  la.;  Carl  Johnson,  Grand,  Red  Oak, 
la. 

Will  Singer,  Brandeis  Theatre  man- 
ager, left  for  Chicago  Wednesday  to  visit 
relatives  for  several  days  . . . Hazel  And- 
erson, M-G-M  chief  hooker,  was  confined 
to  her  home  last  week  with  the  flu.  Like- 
wise Julia  Anderson,  GN  cashier,  and  for 
the  same  reason. 

The  Warner  Bros,  staff  is  still  talking 
about  the  big  Valentine  party  last  week. 
A mock  wedding  to  observe  the  several 
“I  do”  ceremonies  scheduled  for  the  of- 
fice, was  one  of  the  many  features  . . . 
Allene  Fransen,  Chet  Washburn,  Craig 
Miller  and  Art  Olson  of  the  Omaha  staff 
are  still  trying  to  find  out  the  name  of  the 
kind  old  gentleman,  who  weekly  brings 
each  a bar  of  candy.  Washburn  missed 
last  week. 

Frank  Hannon  is  this  week’s  leader  in 
the  WB  sales  drive.  Our  money  has  been 
riding  on  Alice  Neal.  We’re  prejudiced, 
of  course,  because  Alice  is  our  competent 
news  source  . . . John  Winn,  GN  booker, 
was  driving  his  car  again  last  week  after 
it  had  recovered  from  injuries  sustained 
in  an  accident  two  weeks  ago.  John  says 
the  bus  works  as  good  as  ever  . . . Freddie 
Horn,  GN  manager,  was  on  the  verge  of 
joining  the  flu  sufferers  last  week.  Like- 
wise John  Harms  at  Universal,  who  felt 
the  bug  was  getting  him. 

The  Omaha  Film  Board  of  Trade  guide 
is  expected  in  from  the  New  York  print- 
ers for  distribution  this  week,  Regina 
Molseed  reports  . . . John  Winn  was  work- 
ing behind  a new  booker’s  table  at  GN 
last  week  . . . Like  Jack  Benny,  the 
Omaha  Theatre’s  Eddie  Forester  was 
born  in  Waukegan,  III.,  and  like  Benny  he 
was  born  on  St.  Valentine’s  day  ten  years 
after  the  comedian.  “In  fact,”  says  Ed- 
die, “the  only  difference  between  me  and 
Benny  is  that  the  customs  officials  haven’t 
caught  up  with  me  yet. 

One  scene  from  the  film,  “Union  Pa- 
cific,” drew  personal  direction  from  the 
U.  P.  railroad  president,  it  has  been  learn- 
ed here.  President  Jeffers  witnessed  the 
scene  showing  the  driving  of  the  golden 
spike,  and  when  Cecil  B.  DeMille  asked 
“how  did  you  like  it?”  Jeffers  said  “I 
didn’t  like  it,  because  those  Irish  con- 
struction men  conversed  in  a dialect  that 
didn’t  ring  true.”  . . . So  the  scene  was  shot 
over  with  different  extras  doing  the  talk- 
ing. 
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J^ANCY  BRANTON,  11,  was  skating  at 
Grenwood  Park  when  a Register  and 
Tribune  photographer  picked  her  out  as 
about  the  prettiest  scenery  on  hand,  and 
the  picture  in  the  paper  certainly  did 
Daddy  G.  Ralph  proud  . . . Chick  Fried- 
man’s blond  beauty  is  really  shown  off  to 
excellent  advantage  in  that  all-green  out- 
fit he’s  wearing.  We  suggest  cod  liver 
oil  for  that  cold,  Chick,  if  it’s  going  to 
make  you  walk  out  on  your  press  agent 
like  that. 

Madge  Ward,  A.  H.  Blank’s  pretty  sec- 
retary, has  a right  to  crab.  She  worked 
six  months  knitting  a dress,  then  wore 
it  to  the  office  with  an  unusual  ornament 
given  her  by  Mary  Allen  for  her  birthday. 
Everyone  raved  about  the  ornament,  but 
to  date  not  a soul  has  noticed  the  dress. 

Louise  Judd  is  the  brightest  star  in  the 
business  according  to  her  husband,  F.  E., 
who  keeps  a pretty  miniature  of  her  on 
his  desk  . . . Lou  Kahn  over  at  the  Grand 
Tlreatre  must  be  an  expert  ribber.  At  least 
five  Filmrowers  are  trying  to  get  some- 
thing on  him  . . . Walt  “Dimples”  Leh- 
man has  us  to  thank  for  that  cute  nick- 
name, but  he  hasn’t  done  it  yet. 

Mrs.  Don  Allen  wore  herself  out  driving 
Don  in  that  Tri-States  "Back  Seat  Drive,” 
so  she  had  to  take  time  out  for  a rest  in 
Oelwein.  We  think  she  should  know  that 
he  rushed  right  out.  dug  worms  and 
started  to  fish  (but  it  was  all  right,  Mary, 
see  the  next  item). 

Blame  that  can  of  worms  on  Ken  Clay- 
ton’s desk  at  the  Register  on  the  fishing 
expedition  staged  by  Des  Moines  Theatre 
Manager  Don  Allen  and  M-G-M  Exploit- 
eer  Speed  Lambert.  It  all  started  last 
week  when  Allen  and  Lambert  began  fish- 
ing for  publicity  with  a plan  to  give  free 
tickets  to  women  who  showed  up  to  see 
“Huckleberry  Finn”  and  braved  the 
worms  long  enough  to  bait  a hook 
leeeEEEE!)  . . . Clayton,  though  more 
certain  of  worms  than  women,  neverthe- 
less cast  his  usual  quota  of  cold  water  by 
doubting  the  fishermen's  ability  to  obtain 
worms  in  frozen-over  Iowa.  It  took  a 
neatly  wrapped  parcel  of  worms  to  hook 
him. 

Is  Art  Stolte’s  disposition  as  sweet  as 
his  tooth?  . . . Joyce  Anderson  of  Uiiited 
Artists  in  Omaha  visited  Virginia  Orr  of 
Tri-States  last  week  . . . Georgia  Shan- 
non says  everything  happens  to  her.  She 
got  a front  tooth  knocked  out  on  the 
transmitter  of  her  PBX  board  at  Tri- 
States  and  then  was  bitten  by  a horse. 
She  refuses  to  explain  the  latter,  except 
for  stating  that  she  wasn’t  plugging  "Jesse 
James,”  as  someone  accused. 

The  "Vitagraph  crowd  has  gone  eques- 
trian since  they  started  that  Derby.  The 
whole  staff  gave  J.  E.  Melone  and  Glen 
Folsom  the  horse  laugh  last  week  because 
they  were  pacing  anxiously  before  the  ar- 
rival of  new  daughters  (even  makin’  a 
horse  outa  the  stork,  huh? ) . Art  Anderson 
works  like  a horse  (white),  and  frowns  at 
all  horse-play  (how’s  zat.  Art?).  Jockey 
Joe  Ancher  says  the  whole  dern  business 
is  a horse  on  him.  All  the  girls  are  hors- 
ing around  evenings  with  swimming  and 


ping-pong.  Sam  Clark,  publicity  man  out 
of  Chi,  was  in  last  weekend  and  bowed 
out  in  favor  of  romance,  according  to 
Sherlock  A.  W.  A.  Dave  Ramsdell,  head 
of  'Warner’s  Chi  checking  bureau,  was 
here.  That  bowling  team  challenges  the 
Stolte  Stalwarts  to  play  for  fun,  money, 
marbles  or  chalk. 

C.  H.  S?nith  at  National  Poster  hasn’t 
worn  a hat  for  six  years  ...  If  you  want 
to  hear  some  fancy  lajiguage,  ask  R.  E. 
Hacker  of  Film  Transportation  how  he 
likes  his  new  bi-focal  specs  . . . Bobby 
Stone  in  "Gangster’s  Boy”  is  really  Joe 
Aronow,  a Des  Moines  youngster  . . . 
Harry  Gillette,  formerly  an  entertainer 
here,  left  last  week  to  resume  his  work  as 
a Hollyivood  extra  . . . Art  Sellers  works  at 
Inland  now  . . . George  Hatch  finally  got 
his  refund  from  that  local  store  . . . Del- 
bert Christy’s  new  daughter,  Sally  Ann, 
arrived  C.  O.  D.  Two  to  go  to  catch  Can- 
tor, Christy. 

One  Filmrower  complains  bitterly  that 
this  Boxoffice  correspondent  tells  on 
everybody  but  herself.  Well,  here  goes — 
Filmrowers  have  called  us  to  our  face  a 
spoiled  brat  needing  a hard  spanking  (at 
our  age?),  a cynic,  suspicious,  sarcastic, 
man-hater  (faint  so!),  and  bow-legged 
(’tis  so).  We’ll  gladly  publish  anything 
else  brought  to  light. 

On  Valentine’s  Day,  a few  on  the  Row 
exchanged  compliments  via  the  comic 
Valeyitine  route,  but  what  matter-of-fact 
young  man  gave  what  young  lady  sherry, 
chajnpagne,  gardenia  perfume,  a corsage 
of  violets,  Fanny  Farmer  candy,  wrote 
her  a letter,  and  then  said  heck  he  forgot 
handkerchiefs? 

“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  was  dis- 
cussed with  more  enthusiasm  after  a 
screening  the  other  day  than  any  picture 
since  Paramount  showed  an  advance  print 
of  “The  Beachcomber”  a while  back  . . . 
R.  W.  Copeland  says  he  now  consults 
Boxoffice  when  he  wants  to  know  any- 
thing about  himself. 

Al  Bair  looks  so  alone  in  Grand  Na- 
tional's enlarged  offices  . . . Lou  Levy’s 
spejiding  three  weeks  in  Hot  Springs,  and 
Pat  Wheeler  is  vacationing  six  weeks  in 
Florida  . . . Jerry  Spandau  of  Universal 
has  been  hanging  around  Preston,  Iowa. 
Why?  . . . R.  W.  McEwan  of  the  Magic 
Orb  was  seen  autographing  a handsome 
photo  of  himself  for  some  gal  the  other 
day  . . . lies  & McKinney  are  always  in 
the  other  office  no  matter  which  one  you 
stop  at. 

Who  told  Don  Allen,  Harry  Holdsberg, 
Ken  Clayton,  and  Speed  Lambert  to  pipe 
down  last  Friday  night?  And  why  were 
they  all  talking  at  once?  Don  was  philoso- 
phizing on  marriage:  Harry  was  saying 
he  was  no  movie  critic  because  he’s  never 
seen  but  one  poor  one;  Ken  was  extolling 
the  virtues  of  the  new  travel  alarm  clock 
he’d  received,  and  Speed,  an  exploiteer  to 
the  core,  was  plugging  M-G-M’s  “Pyg- 
malion.” Whata  hubbub! 

A motion  picture  on  Einstein’s  theory 
of  relativity  was  shown  last  Wednesday  at 
Drake  University. 


Pioneer  Circuit  Opens 
New  Webster  Theatre 

Webster  City,  Ia. — The  Pioneer  circuit 
officially  opened  its  New  Webster  Theatre 
here  Sunday  noon  with  a packed  house  on 
hand  to  see  “Jesse  James,”  despite  sub- 
zero weather. 

The  Pioneer  organization  stripped  its 
old  Webster  completely  and  installed  an 
entire  new  setup  from  the  screen  to  the 
projection  booth.  Percy  Long  continues  as 
manager. 

Harold  Field  of  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
president  of  Pioneer,  was  on  hand  along 
with  General  Manager  Fi’ank  Rubel  of 
Des  Moines,  and  several  of  the  circuit’s 
theatre  managers. 

Souvenir  programs  were  handed  out. 
Webster  City  business  men  were  guests  at 
a preview  of  the  house  at  9:00  p.  m.  Sat- 
urday. 


J.  E.  Schoonover  Dead 

Aurora,  Neb.  — J.  E.  Schoonover,  father 
of  Harold  Schoonover,  owner  of  the  Mazda 
Theatre  here,  passed  away  February  18 
after  a long  illness. 


South  Dakota  Notes 

By  TOM  CHARAK 

J^EE  ALTFELISCH,  resourceful  operator 
of  the  new  Clark  Tlreatre,  Clark,  S.  D., 
has  just  left  with  his  wife  and  children 
for  an  extended  motor  trip  which  will  take 
him  down  into  the  Rio  Grande  'Valley  and 
a visit  to  Mexico  City. 

Another  South  Dakota  exhibitor  who  is 
finding  relief  from  this  year’s  severe  win- 
ter is  George  Baker,  genial  old-time  show- 
man who  runs  the  Straiid  Theatre,  Brit- 
ton, S.  D.  George  makes  an  annual  trek 
to  Santa  Monica,  Cal.,  where  his  son, 
Robert,  manages  his  Pico  "Motel,”  con- 
sidered the  finest  tourist  camp  apartments 
in  the  entire  area. 

Our  condolences  to  Stan  Smith  on  the 
loss  of  his  father,  who  passed  away  last 
week  in  Sioux  Falls  at  the  age  of  77. 
Stan,  operator  of  the  Unique  Theatre, 
Sisseton,  S.  D.,  has  plans  prepared  for 
the  extensive  remodeling  of  his  theatre 
to  start  early  this  spring.  Upon  comple- 
tion, he  expects  it  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
in  South  Dakota. 

Leonard  "Penny”  Jorgenson,  Regale 
Theatre,  Salem,  S.  D.,  reports  that  "An- 
gels With  Dirty  Faces”  and  "Dawn  Pa- 
trol” were  his  two  biggest  grossers  in 
many  a moon. 

This  salesman-correspondent  had  a close 
call  last  week  when  he  got  stuck  in  a 
snow  drift  near  Hankinson,  N.  D.,  and  had 
to  trudge  nearly  21/2  miles  in  17  below 
weather  to  a farm  house  for  aid. 

Harold  Lyons,  S.  D.  salesman  for  20th- 
Fox,  takes  over  the  southern  part  of  North 
Dakota  territory  this  week.  This  strip  was 
formerly  covered  by  Billy  Mussman,  the 
N.  D.  representative.  This  same  strip, 
which  was  formerly  served  by  the  Minne- 
apolis braneh  of  RKO,  was  recently  added 
to  the  RKO  Sioux  Falls  office  with  Ernie 
Fraee  covering. 


32 


BOXOFFICE  ::  February  25,  1939 


OPINIONS  ON  C U R R E N T F E A T U R E - PRODUCTIONS 


BOXOFFICE 


February  25,  1939 


33 


2.y.pLoltlp5\ 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


34 


BOXOFFICE 


February  25,  1939 


OPINIONS 


CURRENT  F E A T.  U H E PRODUCTIONS 


BOXOFFICE 


February  25,  1939 


33 


^ycpLoltlp5\ 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


34 


BOXOmCE 


February  25,  1939 


Shott  Salfject  /Keirleuri 


The  Story  of  AHred  Nobel 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  11  Mins. 

A man  whose  inventive  genius  gave  the 
secret  of  mass  destruction  to  the  war 
mongers,  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
and  fortune  to  perpetuate  the  cause  of 
peace.  That  is  the  amazing  paradox  of 
Alfred  Nobel — the  man  who  established 
the  fund  for  the  annual  Nobel  Peace 
Awards.  And  John  Nesbitt  condenses  this 
story  into  a gripping  narrative.  It’s  su- 
perior program  material.  Nesbitt  shows 
Nobel,  the  scientist,  and  his  accidental  dis- 
covery of  dynamite  which  the  Swedish 
scientist  believed  would  benefit  industry. 
But  when  he  saw  the  instrument  he  had 
created,  he  devoted  his  life  to  combating 
the  very  people  who  perverted  his  inven- 
tion. 


Going  Places 

Universal  (No.  60)  10  Mins. 

A typical  bit  of  Americana  highlights 
this  interesting  short.  This  time  it  is  a 
visit  to  one  of  the  most  unusual  railroads 
in  existence.  It’s  the  Tennessee  “Tweet- 
sie”  which  runs  for  68  miles  from  Johnson 
City,  Tenn.,  to  Boone,  N.  C.  The  train 
will  stop  anywhere,  the  conductor  does 
errands  for  the  folks  along  the  line  and 
time  doesn’t  mean  a thing  for  this  neigh- 
borly choo-choo.  In  an  industrial  mu- 
seum in  Worcester,  Mass.,  is  exhibited  one 
of  the  finest  collections  of  ancient, 
mediaeval  and  modern  armor,  all  of  which, 
describes,  in  detail,  the  romance  of  the 
story  of  steel. 


Going  Places 

Universal  (No.  59)  9 Mins. 

Two  ancient  civilizations  are  treated  in 
this  short.  The  first  portion  deals  with 
the  American  Indian  and  his  early  lore 
and  craftmanship.  Under  the  auspices  of 
the  Rochester  Museum  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  this  vanishing  American  art  is 
being  brought  back  again  by  a project  at 
the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation  in 
upstate  New  York.  Egypt,  its  art  and 
architecture,  are  depicted  in  a visit  to  a 
Cairo  museum — at  present  the  home  of  a 
British  diplomat. 


Ancient  Egypt 

M-G-M  (FitzPatrick  Traveltalk)  8 Mins. 

The  splendor  of  ancient  Egypt  is  im- 
parted to  the  screen  through  the  medium 
of  James  FitzPatrick’s  globe-trotting 
camera.  As  usual,  the  color  is  grand. 
Opening  with  a view  of  the  Pyramids,  the 
Valley  of  the  Kings  is  covered,  with  a 
pause  at  the  tomb  of  Tut  Ank  Amen. 
There  are  also  scenes  of  Luxor,  ancient 
city  of  Thebes,  the  Avenue  of  the  Sphinx, 
the  famous  Karnak  column  and  ancient 
methods  still  employed  by  the  Egyptians 
for  farming. 


€H0RT' 

THE  WEEK 


Heroes  at  Leisure 

M-G-M  (Pete  Smith  Specialty)  10  Min. 

Pete  Smith  effectively  and  humorous- 
ly supplies  the  answer  to  what  the 
professional  life  guard  does  during  the 
off-season.  These  husky  California  life 
guards  spend  their  time  on  a beach 
living  like  South  Sea  natives  and  div- 
ing for  fish  which  they  sell  to  passing 
yachtsmen.  There's  a couple  of  thrills, 
particularly  the  battle  with  an  octopus. 
A cute  penguin  gamers  a few  laughs 
while  Smith's  narration  is  good  for  a 
couple  more.  This  is  a good  addition 
to  any  program. 


A Dream  of  Love 

M-G-M  (Musical)  17  Mins. 

Based  upon  an  episode  in  the  life  of  the 
Hungarian  composer,  Franz  Liszt,  this  is 
solely  recommended  on  the  ground  that  it 
affords  audiences  the  opportunity  to  hear 
the  classic  selection,  “Dream  of  Love”  and 
the  Second  Hungarian  Rhapsody.  Aside 
from  that,  the  subject  is  treated  in  an 
unoriginal  manner  and  serves  as  a hack- 
neyed dramatic  framework  upon  which 
the  compositions  of  Liszt  are  heard.  The 
love  story  is  about  Liszt  and  one  of  his 
pupils,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  leading 
families.  They  are  separated  and  when 
Liszt  grows  old  and  famous,  a white  rose 
on  his  birthday  brings  back  fond  memo- 
ries of  his  former  love. 


New  Roadways 

M-G-M  (Passing  Parade)  10  Mins. 

John  Nesbitt  projects  another  interest- 
ing narration.  This  time,  it  is  a pithy  pre- 
sentation about  the  trails  the  men  of 
science  are  blazing.  The  first  subject  deals 
with  the  synthetic  products  developed  from 
such  common  minerals  as  coal,  glass, 
wood,  com  husks  and  the  like.  Next,  to  a 
laboratory  depicting  the  scientific  habits 
of  white  mice  as  an  aid  to  benefiting  man- 
kind. Finally,  Nesbitt  dwells  upon  plastic 
surgery  and  shows  how  it  has  become  a 
fact  in  the  rehabilitation,  both  physically 
and  psychologically,  of  man.  Recom- 
mended for  any  program. 


Ice  Antics 

M-G-M  (Miniature)  9 Mins. 

Audiences  probably  will  forgive  M-G-M 
for  slipping  in  a plug  for  its  forthcoming 
“Ice  Follies”  in  the  closing  lines  because 
this  is  a grand  short  about  a popular 
sport.  After  some  introductory  illustra- 
tions on  the  art  of  skating,  there  is  a 
splendid  demonstration  of  figure  skating 
by  three  graceful  amateurs.  The  most 
amazing  is  little  eight-year-old  Phyllis 
Thompson  who  does  everything  in  cham- 
pion style.  Pat  Merifield  and  May  Ross 
are  two  others  whose  graceful  whirling 
and  pirouetting  are  charming  to  watch. 
Brief  snatches  of  the  Ice  Ballet  in  action 
conclude. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  59)  9 Mins. 

An  array  of  the  unusual  and  the  bizarre 
is  presented  here.  The  short  begins  with 
an  introduction  to  the  lightest  wood  in  the 
world  which  comes  from  Ecuador.  In 
rapid  succession,  there  are  Charlie  the 
Mystic,  who  awaits  passengers  who  dock  in 
Bermuda,  a musician  who  keeps  peach 
pickers  happy  by  playing  music  during 
working  hours,  an  amazing  minature  rail- 
road, a dollhouse  shrine  over  the  grave 
of  a five-year-old  girl,  pipe  smoking 
among  the  fair  sex  and  a de-froster  air- 
plane. 


Stranger  Than  Fiction 

Universal  (No.  60)  9 Mins. 

Another  collection  of  items  which  gain 
distinction  because  of  their  departure 
from  the  conventional.  A young  crippled 
lad  from  Lakewood,  Ohio,  displays  un- 
usual talent  in  building  miniature  motors. 
There  is  a female  letter  carrier  reputed  to 
be  the  only  city  mail  carrier  in  this  coun- 
try. Molding  cement  statues,  painting 
in  salt,  a catwalk,  one  of  the  narrowest 
apartment  houses  in  New  York  and  a man 
who  pulls  cars  with  his  shoulder  blades  are 
the  other  topics. 


The  Magic  Bean 

Universal  (Walter  Lantz)  71/2  Mins. 

Minor  cartoon  material  which  should 
prove  suitable  for  the  youngsters.  It’s  a 
travesty  on  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk  with 
the  baby  mouse  attempting  to  steal  the 
hen  that  lays  the  golden  eggs.  He  gets 
caught  by  the  cat  giant,  but  all  the  ex- 
citement turns  out  to  be  a scene  for  a mo- 
tion picture. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT'S 

^^TUNES^^ 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ava.  Chicago,  III. 
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Still  Dates  for  Big  Bands 

By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 


Montreal — Vaudeville  is  far  from  dead 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada — indeed 
it  is  showing  signs  of  vigorous  awakening 
after  a long  sleep.  Lately,  Benny  Meroff, 
band  leader,  made  the  statement  in  New 
York  that  there  is  available  in  the  United 
States  120  full  and  split  weeks.  As  Meroff 
was  playing  Loew’s  Montreal  Theatre  re- 
cently we  asked  him  to  prove  by  geo- 
graphical and  numerical  data  this  at- 
first-sight  optimistic  statement. 

Orchestra  leaders  are  among  the  world’s 
busiest  professional  men.  The  only  time 
they  have  to  talk  to  newspapermen  is 
during  their  short  spell  in  the  dressing 
room,  so  that  mathematical  accuracy  in 
the  matter  of  statistics  cannot  be  expected 
in  the  absence  of  documents. 

Meroff’s  Memory  Good 

Leon  Prensky,  Benny’s  manager,  intro- 
duced us  to  the  Maestro  who  was  some- 
what stunned  when  he  learned  that  we 
wanted  him  to  itemize  the  120  weeks  of 
vaudeville  and  include  the  names  of  all 
the  theatres.  Nobly  and  courageously — 
and,  be  it  said,  successfully — did  he  at- 
tempt it,  albeit  worrying  a little  at  the 
thought  that,  as  he  said,  “It  will  take  all 
night.’’  And  so  it  would  have,  because 
he  was  called  to  the  stage  about  the  half- 
way mark,  but  Prensky,  who  had  prodded 
Meroff’s  marvelous  memory  at  times,  was 
able  to  complete  the  schedule  and  fill  in 
a few  towns  and  theatres  overlooked  by 
Benny  in  his  hurried  survey  of  his 
itinerary. 

“Let’s  see,’’  commenced  Benny.  “Sup- 
pose we  start  with  four  weeks  in  New 
York.  If  you  play  Paramount  there,  you 
can  always  go  to  Loew’s  State.  That’s  the 
general  arrangement.  If  an  act  goes  from 
Loew’s  to  Paramount,  reversing  the  usual 
routine,  it  is  because  of  a shortage  of  acts.” 
So  far,  it  was  easy,  but  now  Meroff  was 
obliged  to  put  on  his  thinking  cap.  One 
could  visualize  him  creating  before  his 
mind’s  eye  a huge  map  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  tracing  out  his 
route.  It  was  a big  task  to  undertake  in 
a few  crowded  moments,  with  the  call  to 
return  to  the  stage  impending,  and  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  if  there  are — as  he 
confesses — a few  omissions,  and,  if,  here 
and  there  both  he  and  Leo'n  Prensky  have 
forgotten  the  names  of  some  of  the  the- 
atres in  smaller  cities. 

Three  straight  weeks,  one  each  at  Fay’s 
Theatre,  Providence;  Keith’s,  Boston,  and 
Paramount,  Portland,  Me.,  followed  New 
York.  Then  a split  week  between  the 
Paramount,  Lowell,  and  the  Cambridge, 
Cambridge.  Six  single  weeks  at  the  Capi- 
tol, Hartford:  Paramount,  Springfield; 
Paramount,  New  Haven,  and  the  Earle, 
Fay’s  and  Common  theatres,  Philadelphia, 
with  two  weeks  of  last  halves  at  the  Nixon 
and  the  Grand  in  the  Quaker  City,  and 
some  split  weeks  in  the  district  around  it, 
were  recalled. 

Then  came  a long,  winding  tour  of  the 
states,  with  occasionally  an  oversight 
forcing  the  narrator  to  jump  back  a 
thousand  miles  as  he  rectified  the  omis- 
sion. Here  is  the  list,  according  to  Mer- 
off’s memory,  aided  by  that  of  Prensky, 
his  fidus  achates: 


Camden,  N.  J.,  three  days;  Newark, 
Paramount  and  Shubert,  one  week  each; 
Jersey  City,  State,  one  week;  Elizabeth. 
N.  J.,  three  days;  Worcester,  Mass.,  three 
days  at  Loew’s;  Reading,  one  week  at  the 
Rajah;  Hershey,  Pa.,  four  days  at  the 
Hei'shey;  a split  week  between  the  Capitol 
theatres  at  Wilkes  Barre  and  Scranton;  a 
week  at  the  Stanley,  Pittsburgh,  and  an- 
other week  there  at  the  Alvin;  three  days 
at  the  Warner,  Steubenville;  a split  week 
at  the  Paramount,  Allentown,  and  an  inde- 
pendent theatre  in  Easton.  Baltimore  oc- 
cupied three  weeks,  one  each  at  the 
Hippodrome,  Century  and  State.  Wilm- 
ington, at  the  theatre  of  that  name,  was 
good  for  three  days,  then  came  a fort- 
night at  Washington,  D.  C.,  a week  each 
at  the  Earle  and  Loew’s  Capiiol,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  split  a week  between  Para- 
mount and  Loew’s.  In  North  and  South 
Carolina,  almost  a month  was  given  to 
one  night  towns  on  the  T.  D.  Kemp  time. 
Atlanta  was  good  for  a week  at  the  Pox, 
and  Jacksonville  for  the  same  period  at 
the  Paramount. 

More  One-Nighters 

A week  of  one  nighters  on  the  route  to 
Miami  was  followed  by  a week  at  the 
Olympia  there,  a week  at  the  Metropole 
in  Houston,  Tex.,  and  another  week  at 
the  Majestic,  Dallas.  The  Worth  at  Port 
Worth,  and  the  Paramount  at  Austin, 
split  a week  and  the  Majestic  at  San  An- 
tonio was  good  for  a week.  Smaller  Texas 
centers  divided  a week  at  the  rate  of  a 
night  each.  Three  theatres  at  Denver, 
the  Denver,  Denham  and  Orpheum  occu- 
pied a week  each,  after  which  came  a 
series  of  one-nighters,  leading  up  to  a 
three-day  stay  at  the  Fox,  Cheyenne,  and 
a week  each  at  the  Roxy  and  the  Capitol, 
Salt  Lake  City.  The  Paramount  theatres 
at  Phoenix  and  Tucson  split  a week,  and 
the  Orpheum  and  Paramount  were  good 
for  a week  each,  with  four  days  at  Long 
Beach  following  at  an  independent  the- 
atre. A week  at  the  Golden  Gate,  San 
Francisco,  three  days  at  Santiago,  four 
days  at  the  Roosevelt,  Oakland  and  a 
split  week  at  Fresno,  San  Jose  and  Sacra- 
mento were  the  prelude  to  a week’s  en- 
gagement at  the  Orpheum,  Portland,  Ore.; 
the  Palomar,  Seattle,  and  the  Orpheum. 
Vancouver,  B.  C.  Twelve  one-nighters 
were  played  in  succession  in  Oregon, 
Montana  and  Idaho,  leading  to  a week 
each  at  the  Orpheums  in  Omaha,  Minne- 
apolis and  St.  Paul,  a split  week  at 
Davenport  and  the  “Soo,”  another  split 
week  at  Grand  Rapids  and  Waterloo,  and 
a third  at  Des  Moines  and  Dubuque. 
Crossing  Minnesota  there  was  a week  of 
one-nighters.  Lincoln,  Neb.,  took  four 
days  at  the  Orpheum,  and  Sioux  Palls 
three  days,  also  at  the  Orpheum. 

A week  each  at  the  Tower  and  the 
Newman,  Kansas  City,  preluded  a week 
of  one  nights  in  Missouri.  Then  came 
Chicago,  Oriental,  Palace,  Loew’s  State 
and  the  Congress  and  four  days  at  Strat- 
ford. Peoria  and  Springfield,  111.,  split  a 
week  at  the  Paramounts,  and  Paramounts 
split  three  more  weeks,  first  at  Joliet  and 
Decatur,  then  South  Bend  and  Gary  and 
finally  Rockford  and  Madison. 


For  variety  Warner  theatres  in  Wiscon- 
sin took  a week  of  single  nights.  Weekly 
engagements  were  resumed  at  the  Or- 
pheum, Memphis;  Riverside  and  Palace, 
Milwaukee  (one  week  each)  and  Shubert, 
Cincinnati.  A split  week  at  Akron  and 
Youngstown  Paramounts  preceded  a week 
at  the  Tivoli,  Toledo;  another  at  Colum- 
bus RKO,  a third  at  the  Palace,  Cleve- 
land and  a fourth  at  the  Colonial,  Dayton. 

For  four  and  a half  weeks  one  nighters 
were  played  on  the  Gus  Sun,  Cleveland, 
circuit.  Next  came  a week  at  the  Lyric, 
Indianapolis,  another  split  between  Mun- 
cie  and  a neighboring  city  which  neither 
Benny  nor  Leon  could  name  offhand;  a 
week  at  the  Fox  and  a week  at  the  Michi- 
gan theatres  in  Detroit,  and  41/2  weeks  of 
one  night  engagements  on  the  Butterfield 
circuit  through  Michigan. 

Recalls  Many  More 

Shea’s  at  Buffalo  and  Shea’s  at  Toronto 
filled  a week  apiece,  after  which  came 
three  days  at  a forgotten  theatre  in  Ot- 
tawa, Ont.,  and  a week  at  Loew’s  in  Mon- 
treal, from  which  a jump  is  made  back 
to  the  Strand,  Brooklyn. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  Meroff  was 
called  back  to  the  stage,  and  Prensky, 
after  looking  over  the  list,  supplemented 
it  and  repaired  a few  omissions.  He  men- 
tioned a week  at  the  RKO,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.;  a split  week  at  RKO  theatres  in 
Albany  and  Schenectady;  ten  days  of  one 
nights  in  New  York  state;  three  days  at 
Pantages,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  a week  at 
the  Orpheum,  Tulsa,  and  a week  at  the 
Criterion,  Oklahoma  City;  occasional 
three  days’  engagements  at  Galveston 
and  Waco;  three  days  at  Corpus  Christi, 
Tex.;  a week  at  the  Fox,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
an  occasional  week  at  the  Saenger,  New 
Orleans;  three  days  at  the  Paramoimt, 
Shreveport,  and  three  days  at  the  Jeffer- 
son, Beaumont,  Tex.  These  engagements 
were  jotted  down  as  recalled,  and  as  they 
were  not  in  tabular  form,  Prensky  was 
uncertain  whether  they  totaled  120  weeks 
or  not,  but  expressed  the  opinion  after  a 
vain  attempt  to  add  them  up  crossways 
that,  allowing  for  possible  omissions,  the 
case  for  120  weeks  of  vaudeville  was 
proven. 

Continuing  the  interview  on  behalf  of 
Meroff,  who  was  still  enchanting  the 
Loew’s  audience,  Prensky  demonstrated 
that  vaudeville  acts  and  name  bands  can 
line  up  continuous  bookings  without  lay- 
offs between  engagements,  by  stating  that 
the  Meroff  aggregation  is  booked  up  to  the 
beginning  of  April.  “We  don’t  like  to 
book  ahead  more  than  three  months,  and 
I try  to  keep  in  reasonable  territory  to 
avoid  long  jumps,”  he  said.  It  was  an 
advantage  that  most  large  theatres 
opened  on  the  same  day,  but  this  was 
not  always  the  case  in  every  territory, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  study  opening 
dates  and  book  accordingly.  “Where  a few 
days  are  lost  they  can  easily  be  picked  up 
in  one-nighters,  and  if  there  is  no  theatre 
available,  a dance  hall,  hotel  or  restaurant 
engagement  always  can  be  obtained.” 

Discussing  the  improvement  in  the  situa- 
tion for  vaudeville  generally,  Prensky  paid 
a tribute  to  Major  Bowes.  “Lots  of  people 
have  accused  him  of  ruining  vaudeville, 
but  he  has  been  the  cause  of  the  opening 
up  of  a lot  of  small  houses  in  the  west 
and  middle  west  which  had  been  dark  for 
a long  time.” 
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"GUNGA  DIN"  PROVES  BIG  DRAW  IN  MIDWEST 


BOSTON 

Fenway — -Th^y  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) ; 

2nd  run  75 

Memorial — Gniig-a  Din  (RKO),  2nd  \vk 130 

Metropolitan — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  While 
New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox),  6 days  of 

2nd  wk 65 

Orpheum — Trade  Winds  (UA);  Strange  Case 

of  Dr.  Meade  (Col)  90 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway 70 

State — Same  as  Orpheum 80 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Newsboys’  Home  (Univ)  100 

Carolina — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  100 

State — ^Ariny  Girl  (Rep),  1st  half  90 

State — California  Frontier  (Col),  2nd  half.... 110 
Imperial — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  110 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  held  2nd  wk....l30 
Chicago — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  80 

Garrick — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  loop  wk. . 85 
Oriental — His  Exciting  Night  (Univ);  North 

of  Shanghai  (Col),  plus  stage  show 85 

Palace — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  held  3rd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  110 

Roosevelt — Topper  Takes  a Trijj  (UA) 95 

State-Lake — ^Torcliy  Blane  in  Chinatown 

(PN),  plus  stage  show  85 

United  Artists — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M), 

held  3rd  wk 100 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB),  held 130 

Capitol — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA),  2nd  wk. ..120 

Grand — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 120 

Lyric — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

2nd  wk 120 

Palace — Honolulu  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Shubert — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  held  over 130 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

2nd  wk  65 

City — Professor  Mamlook  (Amkino),  2nd  wk...l75 

Hippodrome — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  85 

Palace — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA). 

Stage:  Ted  Weems  105 

State — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  130 

Stillman — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk. . . 70 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep),  1st  half.  125 

Capitol — Illegal  Traffic  (Para),  2nd  half 85 

Majestic — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  135 

Melba — Ambush  (Para)  100 

Palace — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox) 125 

Tower — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 100 

DENVER 

Aladdin — The  Dnke  of  West  Point  (UA), 

after  a wk.  at  the  Denver  45 

Broadway — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  Vaca- 
tion Prom  Love  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.  here 

after  a wk.  at  the  Orpheum  75 

Denham — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  175 

Denver — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  SO 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 85 

Paramount — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  after  a 
wk.  at  each  the  Denver  and  Aladdin;  Little 

Adventuress  (Col)  125 

Rialto — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col), 
after  a week  at  the  Paramount;  Pirates  of 
the  Skies  (Univ)  100 

DETROIT 

Adams — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk. 
after  1 wk.  at  the  Fox;  Koad  Demon 

(20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 130 

Cinema — Manisia  (SR)  90 

Fox — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  plus  stage  show..., 120 
Michigan — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) ; Four 

Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  120 

Palms  State — Devil’s  Island  (WB) ; The 

Mysterious  Miss  X (Rep)  90 

United  Artists — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  130 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Pals  of  the  Saddle  (Rep)  75 

Apollo — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 85 

Circle — The  Beachcomber  (Para)  90 

Indiana — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  110 

Loew’s — Trade  Winds  (UA)  85 

Lyric — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Pox) 85 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 120 

Midland— Pygmalion  (M-G-M);  My  Son  Is  a 

Criminal  (Col)  95 

Newman — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  105 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  held  over 200 

Tower — Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  80 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Gunga  Din — Kansas  City  200 

Gunga  Din — Omaha  190 

Professor  Mamlock  (2nd  wk.)  — 
Cleveland  175 

St.  Louis  Blues — Denver 175 

Honolulu  (dual) — Omaha  165 

Made  for  Each  Other  (dual)  — 
Omaha  165 

Jesse  James  (2nd  wk.)  — 

Pittsburgh  160 

Beachcomber — Los  Angeles  150 

Gunga  Din — Los  Angeles, 
Minneapolis  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Grand  Illusion,  23rd  wk.,  New  York  City. 

Pygmalion,  10th  wk.,  New  York  City; 
7th  wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

Lady  Vani.shes,  8th  wk.,  New  York  City. 

A Man  to  Keinember,  5th  wk.,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Jesse  James,  4th  wk.,  Cincinnati,  Dallas, 
Kansas  City,  Oklahoma  City;  3rd  wk.,  Chi- 
cago, Indianapolis,  Milwaukee. 

Gunga  Din,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles,  Washington. 

Idiot’s  Delight,  3rd  wk.,  Cleveland,  Phila- 
delphia, Seattle. 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M); 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M)  125 

Downtown — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 125 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  7th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  3rd  wk 150 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown 125 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 125 

Paramount — ^The  Beachcomber  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  150 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 


MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Grand  Illusion  (SR),  2nd  wk. ..  80 
Palace — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para):  Smashing 

the  Spy  King  (Col)  90 

Riverside — The  Little  Tough  Guys  (Univ); 

Dave  Apollon  on  stage  140 

Strand — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 90 

Warner — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ);  Off 

the  Record  (WB)  90 

Wisconsin — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M); 

Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  110 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — KJng  of  the  Underworld  (WB) ; 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  95 

Century — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  ...100 

Gopher — Off  the  Record  (WB)  95 

Orpheum'i — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  150 

State — IVings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 90 

World — A Man  to  Remember  (RKO),  5th  wk...l00 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Homicide  Bureau 

(Col),  2nd  wk 130 

Loew-Poli — Gunga  Din  (RKO) ; Pardon  Ojir 
Nerve  (20th-Fox),  moved  to  College  for 

2nd  wk 135 

Paramount — The  Beachcomber  (Para) ; ShariJ- 
shooters  (20th-Fox),  (5%  days  holdover)...  80 
Roger  Sherman — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) ; 

Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN)  120 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th-Fox)..  80 

Globe — Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 75 


Liberty — Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 85 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  125 

Regent- — PrUle  of  the  Navy  (Rep) 90 

Saenger — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 100 

State — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 100 

Tudor — Charlie  Chan  in  Bermuda  (20th-Fox) . . . 90 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  10th  wk 115 

Capitol — Idiot’s  Delig’ht  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 130 

Criterion — Ambush  (Para)  80 

Globe — Lady  Vanishee  (20th-Fox),  8th  wk 105 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  110 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Gunga  Din  (RKO), 

3rd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  115 

Rialto — Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  110 

Rivoli — “ . . . one  third  of  a nation  ...” 

(Para)  90 

Roxy — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage  show..  90 
Strand — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  115 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  110 

Liberty — Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox); 

Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  90 

Midwest — Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 70 

Plaza — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk 75 

State — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 125 

Tower — 'Trade  Winds  (UA),  2nd  wk 80 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  190 

Omaha — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA);  Sub- 
marine Patrol  (20th-Fox)  165 

Orpheum — Honolulu  (M-G-M):  Disbarred 

(Para)  165 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 125 

Boyd — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 125 

Earle — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th-Fox), 
plus  stage  show  headed  by  Benny  Good- 
man’s orchestra  140 

Fox — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 100 

Karlton — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  75 

Keith’.s — The  Beachcomber  (Para)  100 

Stanley — ^Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 105 

Stanton — Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  100 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — ^Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 160 

Barry — Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col); 

Strange  Boarders  (GB)  80 

Fulton — Little  Women  (RKO),  reissue;  Next 
'Time  I Marry  (RKC)),  (4  days  of  2nd  wk.)..  70 

Penn — Trade  Winds  (UA)  85 

Senator — Arizona  Wildcats  (20th-Fox); 

Last  Warning  (Univ)  75 


Stanley — Zaza  (Para);  Ted  Weems  stage  show.  115 
Warner — Idiot’s  Deliglit  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t,  wk,  .120 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) ; 


Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN),  2nd  wk 100 

Mayfair — Huckleberr.v  Finn  (M-G-M);  Burn 

’IDin  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 110 

Orpheum — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox):  Mr. 

Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th-Fox)  100 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO);  Lone  Wolf 

Sp.v  Hunt  (Col),  2nd  wk 110 

United  Artists — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Hone.st 

Man  (Univ);  Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) ....  110 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  110 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  110 

Roxy — Juggernaut  (GN) ; Mother  Gare.v’s 

Chickens  (RKO),  plus  stage  show 95 

Studio — The  Beacheomber  (Para),  2nd  wk 95 

Utah — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO);  Say 

It  in  French  (Para)  100 

Victory — Law  West  of  Tombstone  (RKO) ; 

Swing,  Sister,  .Swing  (Univ)  95 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para);  Tar- 
nished Angel  (RKO),  2nd  wk 90 

Fifth  A-Venue — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox), 

2nd  wk 100 

Liberty — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 110 

Music  Box — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  While 

New'  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 90 

Orpheum — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 90 

Palomar — l.lttle  Tough  Guys  in  Society  (Univ); 

Lady  Objects  (Col),  plus  stage  show 95 

Paramount — Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA); 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 100 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Columbia — Honolulu  (M-G-M),  2nd  run 80 

Earle — Let  Us  Live  (Col),  plus  stage  show...  90 

Keith’s — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  Srd  wk 110 

Metropolitan — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) . . 80 
Palace — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk. ...  90 
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Varied  Campaips  How  4 Cities  Sold 

For  "Gunga  Din"  "Jesse  James" 


New  York — Reports  from  the  field  in- 
dicate “Gunga  Din”  is  receiving  the  most 
comprehensive  promotion  accorded  a pic- 
ture in  some  time. 


Detroit — All  the  public,  high  and  tech- 
nical schools  were  covered  when  a screen- 
ing was  held  for  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  other  educators  and  newspaper 
executives.  Another  screening  was  held 
for  the  British  consul.  A socially  promi- 
nent woman  in  Detroit  and  Windsor,  Can., 
furnished  recipes  for  popular  dishes  served 
in  India  and  these  were  featured  on  the 
society  pages.  The  Chrysler  Kiltie  Band 
played  in  front  of  the  theatre  the  opening 
night. 


Peoria,  III. — Leonard  C.  Worley,  mana- 
ger of  the  Madison  Theatre  here,  used  a 
41x10  foot  display,  running  nearly  the  full 
length  of  the  lobby,  to  lure  many  patrons 
to  “Gunga  Din.” 

“Gunga  Din,”  in  raised  letters  four  feet 
high  and  illuminated  every  five  seconds  in 
alternate  colors  of  white,  red  and  green, 
was  the  display  feature,  of  course. 

At  the  bottom  of  these  letters,  Worley 
placed  40  mirrors,  arranged  so  as  to  re- 
flect the  changing  colors. 


Bridgeport,  Conn. — There  was  a tone  of 
authenticity  in  the  lobby  display  arranged 
by  Matt  Saunders,  manager  of  Loew’s 
Poll  Theatre  here,  for  “Gunga  Din.” 

Included  were  a 16th  century  Indian 
tribesman’s  armor,  borrowed  from  a local 
collector,  and  a model  of  the  [/.  S.  S.  Dol- 
phin, on  which  Rudyard  Kiphng,  the  au- 
thor, cruised  during  a visit  to  America. 
The  latter  was  obtained  from  a former 
naval  officer.  Each  was  valued  at  $5,000. 


San  Diego,  Cal. — They  ran  a “Gunga 
Din  Handicap”  as  the  feature  event  at 
the  Agua  Caliente  track  here.  Jerry  Gal- 
lagher, manager  of  the  Fox  Theatre  here, 
worked  with  Paul  Snell,  RKO  publicist. 


Birmingham,  Ala.  — As  a tieup  with 
“Jesse  James,”  shown  at  the  Alabama 
Theatre  here  this  week,  the  theatre, 
through  the  Birmingham  News,  offered  a 
$25  cash  prize  to  the  amateur  camera- 
man getting  the  best  picture  of  a modern 
Jesse  James  with  boots,  mask,  brace  of 
six-shooters  and  all,  who  paraded  up  and 
down  the  streets  for  one  day. 

Two  other  prizes  of  $5.00  each  were  of- 
fered, also  50  tickets  to  the  show.  Birm- 
ingham Camera  Club  was  induced  to  tie  in 
on  the  promotion  which  took  advantage 
of  the  widespread  popularity  of  photog- 
raphy at  this  time. 

Pictures  became  property  of  the  theatre 
which  used  them  for  lobby  display. 


De  Soto  Capitalizes  on 
Setting  in  Missouri 

De  Soto,  Mo. — The  De  Soto  Theatre  here 
capitalized  on  the  town’s  Jesse  James  set- 
ting when  it  played  the  feature. 

The  theatre  and  the  Tribune  combined 
on  a display  of  weapons,  tools  and  other 
implements  of  the  Jesse  James  era. 

The  display,  placed  in  the  window  of  the 
Tribune,  drew  much  attention  and  didn’t 
hurt  the  boxoffice  take. 


Display  Pistol  With  Which 
Jesse  James  Was  Shot 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — The  pistol  which 
Bob  Ford  allegedly  used  to  shoot  Jesse 
James  was  part  of  a display  for  the  run  of 
the  20th-Fox  picture  at  the  Glove  Theatre 
here. 

The  pistol  is  owned  by  Clark  Jordan,  a 
grandson  of  the  late  Clark  L.  Jordan,  one- 
time mayor  here  and  noted  criminal  law- 
yer. 


For  "Jesse  James'  Horse" 

Miami  — A hitching  post  for  “Jesse 
James’  Horse”  was  set  up  in  front  of  the 
Capitol  here  for  the  run  of  the  20th-Fox 
film. 
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"Stagecoach"  Rides  the  Trams — 

Double-sized  car  cards  for  surface  cars  and  buses  which  United  Artists  will 
place  in  111  cities  to  precede  local  engagements  of  Walter  Wanger’s  “Stage- 
coach.” Space  is  provided  for  theatre  imprint. 


CONSECUTIVE  DAY  OF 


SIORETTA  YOUNG 
‘RICHARD  GREENE 


Plugs  Long  Run— 

“Kentucky”  was  one  of  the  longest 
consecutive  runs  ever  aceorded  a pic- 
ture to  play  Dayton,  Ohio.  This  is  how 
Otto  W.  Shafer,  manager  of  the 
Strand  there,  observed  the  event. 


'Personal'  Campaign  Sells 
M-G-M's  "Girls  in  White" 

Oil  City,  Pa.  — Northwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania premiere  of  M-G-M’s  “Four  Girls  in 
White,”  at  the  Drake  Theatre  here  Feb- 
ruary 9 and  10,  was  pre-sold  in  a “per- 
sonal” campaign  which  enlisted  the  aid  of 
a registered  nurse  who  distributed  “pre- 
scription” cards  and  volunteered  informa- 
tion on  first  aid.  Five  hundred  postcards 
were  mailed  to  nurses  in  Venango  county, 
1,000  book  marks  on  nursing  were  distrib- 
uted, and  500  printed  Postal  Telegraphs 
were  delivered  by  messenger  boys. 

The  Oil  City  Derrick  cooperated  with 
Exhibitor  Herman  Stahl  in  a special  dis- 
play campaign  and  the  Daily  Blizzard  fea- 
tured a contest  in  return  for  theatre  passes. 
Charles  Baron,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  was  in 
charge  of  the  advance  exploitation  on 
“Four  Girls  in  White,”  which  was  directed 
by  S.  Sylvan  Simon,  young  Pittsburgher. 


Promotes  Free  Radio  Plug 
For  "Grand  Illusion" 

Philadelphia — Henry  Kahan  of  the  Sa- 
voia  pulled  an  unusual  stunt  for  a neigh- 
borhood theatre  in  getting  a half  hour’s 
dialogue  from  the  “Grand  Illusion”  broad- 
cast over  a local  station  direct  from  the 
stage. 

But  not  only  that.  He  didn’t  have  to  pay 
for  it.  He  got  a commercial  sponsor  for 
the  broadcast. 

Irving  Shapiro,  World  Pictures  execu- 
tive, was  on  hand  for  the  broadcast. 
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Theatre  Has  Treat 
For  Music  Fans 


Tense  Scene  Inspires  Window — 

Miniature  model  of  the  stagecoach  holdup  in  20th-Fox’s  ‘‘Jesse  James”  as 
displayed  in  the  Market  St.  window  of  Snellenhurg’s  department  store  in 
Philadelphia,  to  advertise  the  run  at  the  Stanley  Theatre.  The  model  was 
supplied  by  Messmore  & Damon,  New  York. 


New  York — Music  lovers  are  finding  the 
55th  Street  Playhouse  a haven  these  days. 
Under  the  management  of  Harold  S. 
Neuberger,  the  theatre  is  holding  its  first 
Music  Film  Festival  in  which  16  pictures 
are  being  shown  on  a planned  four-week 
program. 

Among  the  outstanding  artists  repre- 
sented are  Lawrence  Tibbett,  Grace  Moore, 
Jan  Kiepura,  Beniamino  Gigli,  Feodor 
Chaliapin,  Richard  Tauber,  Lily  Pons, 
Nino  Martini,  Ignace  Paderewski,  Leopold 
Stokowski  and  the  Philadelphia  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  the  former  Vienna  Phil- 
harmonic. 

The  schedule  includes:  “One  Night  of 
Love,”  “Metropolitan,”  “Pagliacci,”  “An 
Orphan  Boy  of  Vienna,”  “La  Boheme,” 
“Forever  Yours,”  “The  Girl  Said  No,”  “The 
Waltz  Dream,”  “Music  for  Madame,”  “The 
Girl  From  Paris,”  “Don  Quixote,”  “Beeth- 
oven Concerto,”  “Tales  From  the  Vienna 
Woods,”  “100  Men  and  a Girl,”  “The  Life 
and  Loves  of  Beethoven”  and  “Moonlight 
Sonata.” 

Neuberger  started  the  ball  rolling  by 
contacting  all  the  music  critics  of  the 
local  papers  and  was  rewarded  by  having 
Irving  Korodin  of  the  New  York  Sun  de- 
vote a column  to  the  festival. 

Cards  which  contained  all  the  informa- 
tion concerning  the  festival  and  the  com- 
positions of  famous  composers  and  arias 
which  would  be  heard,  were  posted  in 


Too  Horrible" — 

Was  the  term  applied  by  the  Lowell, 
Mass.,  mayor  of  the  above  display  on 
‘‘Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde”  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Tower  Theatre,  so  Man- 
ager Paul  Ketchum  had  to  return  the 
coffin  to  a funeral  parlor.  Photos 
broke  in  newspapers,  which  helped 
business  along  at  the  Roy  Heffner- 
Pat  McGee  house. 


public  libraries  throughout  the  city.  Music 
schools  and  the  like  were  contacted. 

A large  window  of  Bloomingdale’s  de- 
partment store  was  devoted  to  a phono- 
graph display  which  tied  in  with  the 
festival.  A sign  stated  that  “Blooming- 
dale  greets  the  55th  Street  Playhouse 
Music  Festival”  and  went  on  to  say  that 
all  recordings  of  the  arias  and  composi- 
tions heard  in  the  picture  could  be  pur- 
chased in  the  phonograph  department. 

The  festival,  Neuberger  points  out,  has 
value  in  the  fact  that,  after  viewing  all 
these  films  which  contain  great  music,  it 
may  point  the  way  to  the  “perfect  music 
picture.” 


Choral  Society  Sponsors 
A "Great  Waltz"  Run 

CoNNELLSviLLE,  Pa. — Highlighted  by  the 
personal  appearance  of  the  local  Civic 
Choral  Society  on  the  stage  singing  Vien- 
nese music,  “The  Great  Waltz”  was  suc- 
cessfully sponsored  by  this  society  at  the 
Orpheum  Theatre. 

Special  ads  in  the  newspaper  by  the 
Choral  Society  and  the  theatre,  attractive 
posters  in  the  store  windows,  a large  bass 
violin  with  the  “Great  Waltz”  informa- 
tion on  it  in  the  lobby  of  the  theatre, 
and  a special  trailer  on  the  screen  pub- 
licized the  show. 


Railway  Express  Tieup 

Philadelphia — Taking  advantage  of  a 
national  tieup  arranged  by  United  Artists, 
Charles  Perry  of  the  Aldine,  Philadelphia, 
arranged  to  have  all  the  trucks  of  the 
American  Railway  Express  in  that  city 
carry  sideboards  announcing  the  date  of 
Hal  Roach’s  “Topper  Takes  a Trip”  for  a 
week  in  advance  of  the  opening. 
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Lourage  Iheme 
Paid  Him  Well 


Philadelphia — The  “courage”  theme  of 
“White  Banners”  was  exploited  by  Silvert 
Setron  of  the  Logan  Theatre  here,  and  he 
was  awarded  a $100  cash  prize  by  the 
Warner  circuit  for  his  ingenious  efforts. 

Eight  weeks  before  the  picture  opened, 
Setron  announced  he  would  give  free  tick- 
ets to  winners  of  the  Record’s  sandlot  base- 
ball tournament — as  examples  of  youthful 
courage.  This  brought  plugs  in  the  paper 
almost  daily  for  eight  successive  weeks. 
The  awards  were  made  on  the  Logan  stage 
and  Casey  Stengel,  celebrated  and  colorful 
ex-big-leaguer,  gave  the  boys  a pep  talk 
on  courage. 

Setron  held  a special  preview  for  about 
25  ministers  and  rabbis,  and  many  of  them 
alluded  to  the  splendid  qualities  of  the 
picture  in  their  sermons. 

Finally,  he  got  a letter  endorsing  “White 
Banners”  from  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and 
hung  it  in  the  lobby. 


Paris  Trip  Tieup 
On  "Ballerina" 

New  York — A free  one-month  all-ex- 
pense trip  to  Paris  this  summer  is  the 
prize  offered  in  an  essay  contest  ar- 
ranged by  Arthur  Mayer  and  Joe 
Burstyn,  distributors  of  “Ballerina,"  in 
conjunction  with  the  national  release 
of  the  film.  The  topic  is:  "What  I 
liked  best  in  'Ballerina' — and  Why?" 


BOXOFFICE  : : February  25,  1939 


39 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


^leattna  4iou.5e 

• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  * 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  B ALLAN - 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


BUY  YOUR  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT 
NEEDS  ON  EASY  PAYMENTS!  Projec- 
tion and  sound  equipment  included.  Send 
for  free  catalog  and  save  money.  S.  O.  S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


HERE’S  VALUE!  Pin  pushers  or 
sprocket  pullers,  98c.  50  slide  mats,  89c. 
Emulsion  removers,  79c.  1,000  thumb 

tacks,  79c.  Ushers’  flashlights  complete, 
69c.  Replacement  parts  for  Simplex, 
36/10%  from  list;  for  Powers,  36%.  S.  O.  S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning— MAGIC  WEATHER— 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation;  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANT’YNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


BARGAIN!  BARGAIN!  Complete  oper- 
ating room  equiment — Two  Simplex  pro- 
jectors, single  bearing  movements,  front 
shutters,  2,000'  magazines,  Weber  Syn- 
chrofilm soundheads,  amplifier,  speaker, 
motors,  all  necessary  attachments,  with 
one  General  Electric  Mercury  arc  rectifier 
with  rheostats  suitable  for  two  low  inten- 
sity lamps,  with  one  pair  Morelite  low  in- 
tensity reflector  arc  lamps.  Everything 
excellent  condition,  no  repairs  of  any  kind 
needed.  Price  $525.00;  packing  extra. 
Have  only  one  outfit.  If  interested,  rush 
$50  deposit  to  any  Chicago  bank  to  insure 
yourself  of  this  bargain.  Virgil  Case, 
4619  So.  Ashland  Ave.,  Chicago. 


WANTED — Pair  good  used  Simplex 
Mellaphone  soundheads.  B-1094,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


PAIR  POWERS  6-B  PROJECTORS;  late 
model  front  plates  with  sound;  also  low 
intensity  arc  lamps,  motor  generator — for 
cash,  $500.00.  DeVry  35mm  portable  with 
sound  perfect;  used  but  few  times — $250.00. 
WESTERN  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  214 
N.  15th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


TWO  REBUILT  PEERLESS  LAMPS  and 
two  brand  new  30-ampere  rectifiers,  com- 
plete-only $300.00  cash.  SOUTHERN 
THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


FOR  SALE— MOTTOGRAPH  DeLuxe 
projectors  with  Motiograph  sound,  ampli- 
fiers, speakers  complete  except  lamps. 
Good  condition — $690.00  cash.  Dox  The- 
atre, 13325  Livernois,  Detroit,  Mich. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


WANTED — Good  used  upholstered  seats. 
Goodall  Electric  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ogal- 
lala,  Neb. 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


DO  YOU  NEED  CHAIRS?  We’ve  got  16,- 
433  good  used  veneer  and  upholstered 
seats,  75c  up.  S.  O.  S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp., 
New  York. 


THEATRE  SIGNS 


ATTENTION  STAR  THEATRE  O’WN- 
ERS:  Large  neon  Star  Theatre  sign  for 
sale  cheap.  Star  Theatre,  Sutherland,  Neb. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 


AR-ITFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
81c  per  yd.;  Sateen  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


CONSIDER  SALE  IN  CONTROLLED 
TOWN — Two  Falls  City,  Neb.,  theatres; 
7,000  population;  possession  June  1.  First 
class  condition;  see  to  appreciate.  O.  C. 
Johnson,  Rivoli  and  Electric  Theatres, 
Falls  City,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE — Theatre,  Farmington,  W. 
Va.,  $2,000.00;  fully  equipped.  Equipment 
includes  set  of  portables.  Low  rental. 
Alpine  Southern  Theatres,  Box  215,  Wells- 
ville,  Ohio. 

WILL  SELL  538-seat  Nan-Grey  neigh- 
borhood theatre,  Houston,  Tex.  Best  of 
equipment  and  business  for  $8,000;  $2,000 
down,  balance  terms.  Building  rent,  one 
year,  $125;  two  years,  $150;  five  years, 
$175.  Built  new  two  years  ago.  Also  will 
sell  you  650-seat  deluxe  Queen  neighbor- 
hood theatre,  Houston,  Tex.  D.  F.  Luckie, 
1811  So.  Main,  Houston,  Tex. 

FOR  SALE — Operating  rights  on  three 
theatres  in  Middletown,  Conn.  “Closed 
town.”  Population  and  drawing  power 
about  50,000.  Internal  corporate  friction 
requires  public  sale  on  April  11  at  Capitol 
Theatre,  Main  Street,  Middletown,  at  2 
P.  M.  Appraisal  value  for  Court — $93,000, 
Terms  upon  request.  William  L.  Hadden, 
Receiver,  129  Church  St.,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 


THEATRES  FOR  LEASE 

FOR  LEASE — Ohio  town,  30,000,  fifty 
miles  from  Cleveland.  Over  600  new  up- 
holstered seats.  Always  money-maker. 
Reason;  Other  interests.  B-1096,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WANTED — Theatres  in  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Kentucky.  Towns  1,500  or  over. 
Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  Virginia,  111. 

WANTED — Small  town  theatre.  Give  all 
details  first  letter.  J.  P.  Buquor,  Siloam 
Springs,  Ark. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  (experienced)  — Every 
state,  movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518 
State  Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

FILM  SALESMEN — Side  line  leases  on 
sight;  50%  commission.  Write  S.G.A.,  1303 
S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — Fifteen  years’  expe- 
rience; will  go  anywhere;  married.  Pro- 
jectionist, 4008  Clarendon  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

PROJECTIONIST — Years  of  experience. 
Write  for  particulars.  B-1095,  Boxoffice, 
4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

OPERATOR — 7 years’  experience.  Any 
equipment;  go  anywhere.  Robert  Howard, 
Box  383,  Alvin,  Texas. 

EXPERIENCED  PROJECTIONIST— De- 
sires  position.  Howard  H.  Thomas,  Cop- 
perhill,  Tenn. 
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This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  oi  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
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Uooklna 


A GUIDE  T 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  24  9028 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(WB)  Feb.  18  321 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (HKO) 

July  16  902 

Almost  a Gentleman  (RKO) 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Ang-eis  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO) 

Oct.  22  908 

Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14..  982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20tli-Fox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8.3806 
Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  26 3812 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

B 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 . 3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Bill.v  the  Kid  Returns  (Rep) 

.Sept.  3 851 

Black  Bandit  (Univ)  Nov.  5.... 3051 

Blackwell’s  Island  (WB)  

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 9011 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col)  . . . 

Bo.v  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Boys  Town  (M-G-M)  .Sept.  10...  902 
Broadwa.v  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  29  368 

Broadwa.v  Serenade  (M-G-M) . . . 

Brother  Rat  (FN)  Oct.  22 365 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

c 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 3826 
California  Frontier  (Col) 

Dec.  24  8206 

Campus  Confessions  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3802 

Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat’l) 

reissue  

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 928 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  917 

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29 312 

Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29..  909 

C<dorado  Trail  (Col)  Nov.  5 8208 

Come  On  Rangers  (Rep)  Dec.  3..  818 
Comet  Over  Broadwa.v  (FN) 

Dec.  17  370 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18.3822 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 

Nov.  26  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col) 

May  7 9021 

D 

Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Oct.  29  230 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 303 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 313 

Disbarred  (Para)  .Tan.  14 3818 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) 

Nov.  12  805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  920 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  16  915 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 3854 

Drums  (CA)  Aug.  6 


Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 


E 

Ever.vbod.v’s  Baby  (20th-rox) 

Dec.  3 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 3032 

F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep) 

Jan.  14  820 

Feud  of  the  Range  (Metropolitan) 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21  808 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9026 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  3 914 

Flying  Irishman  (RKO) 

Forged  Passi>ort  (Rep)  Feb.  11.  . 823 


Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20..  352 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  921 

Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  325 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col) 9212 

Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26.... 3856 
Fugitives  lor  a Night  (RKO) 

Oct.  1 903 

G 

Ganiblin;;  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24., 3033 
Gang-  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10.... 3818 
Gangrster^s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov,  12.. 3801 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN) 

July  30  358 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 3054 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29..  369 

Girls*  School  (Col)  Oct,  1 8013 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 359 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14  913 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-3I)  Nov.  12..  908 

Guilty  Trails  (Univ)  3052 

Gun  Pacdter  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Gunga  Din  (RKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 310 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dee.  17  362 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Dec.  10  3036 

Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  17  907 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11.9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Honor  of  the  West  (Univ) 30.55 


Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  

I 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3812 
I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22..  806 
I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25 


Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  920 
If  I IVere  King  (Para)  Oct.  1....3810 
Illegal  'Fraffic  (Para)  Nov.  5... 3809 
In  Earl.v  Arizona  (Col) 9211 


In  Old  Mexico  (Para)  Aug.  6... 3855 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21..  921 
Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th- 


Fox)  Nov.  .5  915 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  17... 8026 

K 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  24...  933 
Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M) 


King  of  Alcatraz  (Para)  Oct.  8.. 3804 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

King  (»f  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 


Jan.  14  317 

L 

Lad.v  Ob.jects  (Col)  8015 

Lady  Vanishes  (WB)  Oct.  15... 8010 
I.ast  Express  (Univ)  Oct.  22..... 3028 
Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10... .3027 
Law  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29.8285 
l,aw  AVest  of  Tombstone  (RKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

Lawless  Valle.v  (RKO)  Nov.  .5.  . . 981 
I.et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  

I,et  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

Listen  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22..  904 

Little  Adventuress  (Col) 9020 

I.ittle  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  3 3814 

Little  Pal  (Mono) ,3828 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  26 3011 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 9213 

l.one  AV'oIf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

Jan.  28  9014 

Long  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 313 

T..ost  Patrol  (RKO)  

Love  Affair  (RKO) 916 

M 


Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Man  to  Remember  (RKO)  Oct.  8 905 


Man  With  100  Faces  (GB) 

Nov.  19  8008 

Men  With  M'ings  (Para)  Oct.  29.. 3808 
Mexicali  Kid  (Mono)  Sept.  10... 3741 
Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (RKO) 

Sept.  10  904 


Mr.  Moto’s  Last  AVarning 

(20th-Fox)  926 

Mr.  AVong,  Detective  (Mono) 

Oct.  8 3804 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) ...  .9029 

My  AVife’s  Relatives  ( Rep) 810 

M.vsterious  Miss  X (Rep)  Jan.  21  809 
M.vsterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 

June  4 912 


M.vsterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  24.3807 
M.vster.v  of  Mr.  AV’ong  (Mono) . . 
M.vstery  of  the  AA'hite  Room 
(Univ)  

N 

Nanc.v  Drew,  Detective  (AVB) . . . 319 
Nane.v  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  .372 

Nav.y  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18... 3805 
Newsbo.vs  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  28.  .3015 
Next  'Time  I Marry  (RKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

Night  Hawk  (Rep)  Oct.  1 817 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col) 9038 

o 

Off  the  Record  (AVB)  Jan.  28...  314 

Oklahoma  Kid  (FN) 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Orage  (Tri-Nat’l)  

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  AA’est  AA'ltli  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  Nov.  26  913 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) . . 862 

P 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Dec.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 3821 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  AVith  (he  Circus 

(RKO)  Nov.  26 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l)... 
Personal  Secretar.v  (Univ) 

Oct.  15  3034 

Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prairie  .lustice  (Univ) 30.53 

Prairie  Moon  (Rep)  Oct.  29 7107 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28.  822 
Prison  AA’ithout  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  2.5 
P.vgmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 

R 

Red  River  Range  (Rep) 864 

Renegade  Ranger  (RKO) 

Sept.  10  884 

Rh.vthm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep) 

Nov.  26  7108 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 

Dec.  10  .3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.AV1-2 

Rio  Grande  (Col)  9202 

Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  27.  918 
Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  .3... 3017 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col)  . 


Room  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17..  901 

Rolling  AVestward  (Mono) 3863 

Risky  Business  (Univ) 

s 

St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28.. 3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 

Safet.v  in  Numbers  (20th-Fox) 

Aug.  1.3  906 

Santa  Fe  Stami>ede  (Rep) 

Dee.  17  863 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26.3813 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3022 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M)  ....  927 

Service  DeLuxe  (Univ)  Oct.  22.  .3013 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24  916 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) . . 852 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19..  912 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para) 

Sisters,  The  (AA'B)  Oct.  8 ,302 

Sk.v  Pirate  (Mono)  3809 


Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 
Smoky  Trails  (Metropolitan) . . . 


Soeiet.v  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono) 

Jan.  14  3861 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

Jan.  21  

Sons  of  the  Legion  (Para) 

Sept.  17  ,380,3 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  26  911 

Stablemates  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8....  906 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  7 918 

Star  at  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Kei)orter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 
Starlight  Over  'Texas  (Mono) 

Sept.  24  3859 


^katt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 


storm.  The  (Univ) 3016 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19  807 
Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(20th-Fox)  Oct.  1 911 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 

Oct.  29  9022 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3035 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24  8284 

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) .... 
Submarine  Patrol  (20tii-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sudden  Mone.v  (Para)  

Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 91.3 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono)  ...3862 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 345 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 .3857 

Sueetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Mono) 

reissue  3827 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24...  910 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dec.  17  3021 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3026 

T 

T.ail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  925 

Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  Oct.  29.  907 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col) 

.Inly  30  9050 

'Texas  Stampede  (Col)  9204 

'Thanks  for  Ever,vthing  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

'I'hanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12  3811 

'That  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oet.  8.2007 
'There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  AA’oman  Again 

(Col)  Dec.  17  9006 

'The.y  Made  Me  a Criminal  (AA'B) 

Jan.  7 307 

,39  Steps,  'The  (GB)  reissue 8009 

Three  Musketeers  (20thi-Fox) 

Feb.  11  927 

'Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Univ)  

Thundering  AA'est  (Col)  9203 

'Time  Out  for  Murder  (20th-Fox) 

July  2 908 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 326 

Tom  Saw.ver,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24  3816 

'I’o  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  17  903 

Topper  'Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torch.v  Gets  Her  Man  (AA'B) 

Oct.  15  318 

'Torehy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

Touchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

'Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 3819 

Trade  AVinds  (UA)  Dec.  31 

'Trigger  Pals  (GN)  .Ian.  21 . . . . AA'1-13 

Trigger  Smith  (Mono) 3854 

'Trouble  in  Sundown  (RKO) 

12  Crowded  Hours  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  917 

u 


Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  12  924 

V 

Vacation  From  Love  (M-G-M) 

Oet.  8 905 

A’alle.v  of  the  Giants  (AVB) 

Sept.  24  305 

W 

AA'anted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

Oct.  1 3817 

AAater  Rustlers  (GN)  AVl-1 

AA'est  of  tile  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9201 

AA'estern  .lamboree  (Rep)  Dec.  24  841 
AA'bere  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 

Oct.  29  3860 

AA'hile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox)  Oet.  22  922 

AA'hispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th,- 

Fox)  Feb.  18  9.30 

AA'ild  Horse  Can.von  (Mono) 

Jan.  7 38.52 

AA  ings  of  the  Navy  (AA'B)  ,Ian.  21  .309 

AVithin  the  Law  (M-G-M) 928 

AA’oman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

Y 

Yes,  Mv  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11  .357 

A'oii  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  25 

Y<ai  Can’t  Take  It  AA'ith  You 

(Col)  Sept.  3 9101 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  22  907 

Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12.. 
Youth  'Takes  a Fling  (Univ) 

Oct.  1 3012 

z 

Zaza  (Para)  Jan.  7 3819 
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Hook 

A GUIDE 
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Numerals  Followinff  Titles  are 
Kunningr  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified. 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
^Indicates  color. 


Columbia 

AL1.-STAR  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (..) Apr.  21, ’39 

Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(171/2)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Man.v  Sappy  Returns  (18) ..  .Aug.  19 
Mntin.v  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A Da  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Lawyer  (17) Sept.  10 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) . . . Oct.  28 
Tile  Saj)  Takes  a Sap 

(151/2)  Mar.  10, ’39 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  ( . . ) Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  (..) Dec.  23 

l.ittle  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(8y2)  Dec.  16 

Little  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Not.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . Jan.  26, ’39 

Poor  Elmer  (7)  July  22 

The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 

COLUMBIA  TOUR 
Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  .Nov.  4 
Big  Town  Commuters  (9)  . Feb.  3, ’39 


Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

CORFVnTNI’TY  SING 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

No.  7(..)  Mar.  24, ’39 

No.  8(..)  Apr.  21, ’39 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’,39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  ( . . ) \pr.  6,  ’39 

Gym  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Kra/.y’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  Jan.  27,  ’39 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 

JHTSIC  HALL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(101/2)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  ( . .)  . Mar.  2,  ’39 

SPORT  REELS 

Athletic  Youth  (10) July  29 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (..)...  .Jan.  6, ’.39 
King  A’niture  (10)  Special.  . .Dec.  23 

Navy  Champions  (..) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  ( . . ) Feb.  10 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTFREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

Cit.v  Slicker  (614)  .Jtil.v  22 

Earl.v  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrapp.v’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (..)..  Mar.  3,  ’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  12  (10)  July  29 

(Series  18) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2 (10)  Oct.  14 

No.  .3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4(10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  .Tan.  6, ’.39 

No.  6 (loy.)  Feb.  17,  ’.39 

No.  7(.  .)  Mar.  17, ’.39 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
Ducking  Thev  Did  Go 

(I6V2)  .\pr.  7, ’39 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  2.5 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  .Ian.  6, ’39 

Three  Missing  Links  (18) . . . . July  29 
Violent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

We  Want  Onr  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 


Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

( . . ) May  19,  ’39 

WASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 


Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) July  29 

Mrs.  O’Leary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 


TREASURE  CHEST 
We  Live  in  Two  Worlds  ( . . ) . .July  22 


Grand  National 

CAVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CKIMF:  DOESN’T  PAY 
They’re  Always  Canjrht  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detectfon  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

Wrong  Way  Ont  (17) Deo.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

(^aptain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 

The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  0 

What  a Lion  (9) July  16 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Eg^'pt  (9) Jan.  21,  *39 

Cairo— City  of  Contrast  (9) . .Sept.  10 

Imnerial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)..  .Oet.  29 

Java  Journey  (.  .) Mar.  18 

Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . . Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  IMYSTERTES 

<HBravest  of  the  Brave  (11).. Aug.  6 
Tlie  Man  on  the  Rock  (11) . . . Sept.  3 
Strange  Glory  (11) July  2 

MINIATURES 

City  of  T.ittle  Men  (11) Ang.  20 

Oreat  Heart  ('ll) Dee.  31 

Tee  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

"'TJracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

‘^'♦-panilined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

'’^hey  TJve  Again  (10) Oet.  22 

IMUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Dream  of  Love  (17) Jan.  28 

It’s  in  the  Stars  (19) July  30 

Oay  college  yarn  with  Eleanor 
Lynn.  Johnny  Downs  and  Doris 
We.ston. 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Onee  Over  Lightly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 


Dixie  Dunbar. 

The  Magician’s  Daughter 

(18)  July  16 

Eleanor  Lynn,  Frankie  Albertson. 

M-G-M  CARTOONS  IN  SEPIA 
(New  Series) 

Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  *39 


M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Little  Ranger  (10) Ang.  6 


Men  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1(10)  Oct.  15 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIALTIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

OFisticuffs  (9)  Aug.  27 

root!)all  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

Heroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10)  . .Nov.  19 
^Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . .Ang.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7)  . .Feb.  24 

COUOR  CLASSICS 

.4irs  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7)  . . . .Aug.  26 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Goatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

The  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 

Mexico  (10)  Oet.  7 

HE.\DLINER 

.4  Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Bnsse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 
The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

Lawrence  AValk  (TO)  Mar.  3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11 ) . . . Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
iJiMoments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Aug.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Music  Through  the  Y’ears 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 
PARAGRAPHICS 

Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Rube  fjoldberg’s  Travelgab 

(9)  Oct.  14 

‘'■'Silver  Millions  (10) .Inly  15 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Ang.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 

No.  1(10)  Aug.  5 

Tropical  trophies;  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  Coliege;  Amazon  activi- 
ties: and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
risp.s,  elephants. 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Pro.specting  for  oil.  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern I’nited  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 


Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 


Stan  Shaw  and"  his  Milkman’s 
Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3, '39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8 (10)  Mar.  3 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

The  Jeep  (7)  July  15 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  6(10)  JoIyS 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6, ’39 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8). July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Airhoppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 

Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  In  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Ho-seshoes  (10)  July  15 

Ted  Allen,  world’s  champion  horse- 

shoe artist,  demonstrates  his  skill. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

"’■’cing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

■Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Ang.  6 

' 'ue.stion  answers  In  the  field  of 
sport  supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  85 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Thyo  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Ang.  6 

4..iNo.  2 (10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  8 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 


Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donahl’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . . Jaiu  13.  *39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Good  Scouts  (8)  July  8 

Merbahies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Polar  Trappers  (8) June  17, '38 

Practical  Pig:  ( . . ) Feb.  24,  *39 

Society  Dog-  Show  (8) Feb.  3,  *39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

The  AYhalers  (8) Aug.  19 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMKOIKS 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  <18) Oct.  7 


Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan,  27, '39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  39 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Fio  Rito  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24, '39 
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M)ON  ERROIi  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13,  ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (30) Mar.  10, ’39 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  33 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
“Heaven  on  the  Hudson.” 

No.  2 (18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3(20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maginot  line. 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam^ — The  Good  Neighbor. 

(JNo.  5(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6(18)  Jan.  20, ’.39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  13  (19)  Aug.  5 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATLAS  MUSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  33 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  Kidoodlers. 

Hock-Shop  Blues  (10) July  1.5 

Rendin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’39 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill.  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marion  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Relllys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10)  ..  .Sept.  3 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11) . . . .Nov.  35 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PA’THE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 
leases) 


No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 
Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 


Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  3 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’.39 

Archery. 

ODeep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 

Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) . . . Sept.  19 
Pishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

RAY  WHITLEY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 


A Western  Welcome  (18) . . . .Sept.  9 

Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  .3, ’39 

Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans-America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAIMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 
Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 


Recording  Modem  Science 


(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Athletic  Oddities  (..) Nov.  11 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Hunting  Dogs  ( . . ) Mar.  3,  ’39 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  1 

(11)  Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  2 

(11)  Dec.  33 

Winter  styles. 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(..)  Mar.  31, ’39 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 


Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

What  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  3 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  35 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) ..  .Oct.  14 

Mystic  Siam  (..) Mar.  17, ’39 

Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

Frozen  Feet  (..)  Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gandy  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  ( . . ) Mar.  10 

Gand.v  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

( . . ) Dec.  30 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©Nutt.v  Network  (..)  Mar.  34 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  'Time  (..)  Jan.  27 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

’The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  ’39 

’Tlie  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©’I'lie  'rhree  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  3 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 


Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELI,  THOMAS 

No.  53  ( 9)  Aug.  32 

No.  54  ( 9)  Sept.  12 

No.  55  ( 9)  Oct.  3 

No.  .56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  69  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60  (10)  Feb.  20,  ’39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

BIENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Beauty  Shopi>e  (19%).. Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogene  Coca. 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer, 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) July  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs, 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19)  ...  .Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armida. 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

(jshins  & Lessy.  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  12 


OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Aug.  1 

Ghost  ’Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  6 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oct.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WAL'TER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 

The  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

Voodoo  Harlem  (7) July  18 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  53  (9)  Aug.  29 

No.  54(9)  Sept.  19 

No.  55  (9ya)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  31 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58  (9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Soirhomore  Swing  (19) . . .Jan.  21,  ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

'The  Knight  Is  Young  (20)  . . . .Oct.  29 

’Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

’Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Stardust  (23)  Dec.  10 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 

The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10)  ..  .Aug.  27 
Isles  of  Enchantment 

(10)  July  33, ’38 

Ik>ng  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept,  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  3 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  6 

Porky  in  Wackyland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porlcy  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 
Porky’s  Spring  Planting  (7).. July  16 
The  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, ’39  , 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

JIELODY  MASTERS 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  31, ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10)  . .Jan.  7, '39 
Dave  Aijollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..)..  Dec.  3 
Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ray  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30, ’38 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  Jul.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  ( . . ) . Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 
Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . .Jan.  28,  ’39 
Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

The  Major  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  Will  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 


You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 

©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  13  ( . . ) Aug.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Purs. 

PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

^JLincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . . Jul.v  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7, ’39 

Pun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll.  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 

My  Pop  (22) July  16, ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) ..  .Aug.  27 

Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 
Swing  Cat's  Jamboree  (10)..  Aug.  6 


Loui.s  Prima. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14,  ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  16 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) . . .Jan.  7,  ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (13) . . . .Dec.  10 


SERIALS 

COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island.  . .Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22, ’38-’39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazlpg  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

15  Chapters  — > Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The..  May  28 
12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 


Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
Love, 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  BrIx,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  June  6, ’38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 


son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  6 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Withers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  Its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barr.v  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 
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1 SEPTEMBER  10 

SEPTEMBER  17 

SEPTEMBER  24 

OCTOBER  1 

OCTOBER  8 

CCTCBER  15 

|~9^  Comedy  Drama  8015 
Lady  Objects  (67) 

Lanny  Ross-Gloria  Stuart 

[g]  Western  8208 

Colorado  Trail  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Nov.  6 

|l5|  Melodrama  8026 

Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 

Rita  HajTvorth 

R — Sept.  17 

I22]  Western  8284 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(56) 

Buck  Jones 

R— Sept.  24 

|3^  Drama  8012 

(.iris’  School  (73) 

A.  Shirley-R.  Bellamy 
R— Oct.  1 

|2^  Comedy  9101 

4>You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You  (127)  J.  Arthur 

J.  Stewart;  B — Sept.  17 

|~^  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 
|~^  Western  9201 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 

C.  Starrett“I.  Meredith 

R — ‘Dec.  24 

[l^  Action  Drama  9026 
Flight  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 

Jacqueline  Wells 

g Melodrama  230 

Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  29 

^ Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 
(65) 

James  Dunn 

Glenda  Gray 

R — Sept.  17 

|y|  Comedy  Drama  902 
QBoys  Town  (93) 

Spencer  Tracy 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— Sept.  10 

lie]  Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 

R — Sept.  17 

[30|  Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65) 
D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R— Oct.  8 

[Y]  Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 

Mickey  Rooney 

R— Oct.  8 

[l4]  Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R— Oct.  22 

Western  3859 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (59) 
Tex  Ritter 

R — Sept.  24 

Western  3741 

Mexicali  Kid  (56) 

(For.  Last  Frontier) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Sept.  10 

1^  Melodrama  3817 

Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R — Oct.  1 

[~5]  Melodrama  3804 

3Ir.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 

Evelyn  Brent 

R— Oct.  8 

[lo]  Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Larry  Crabbe 
[l2|  Western  3860  , 

Where  Buffalo  Roam  (62)  t 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29  ( 

Western  3855 

In  Old  Mexico  (67) 
William  Boyd 
(Hopalong  Cassidy) 

R — Aug.  6 

Drama  2803 

Sons  of  the  Legion  (60) 
Lynne  Overman 

Billy  Lee 

R — Sept.  17 

|23]  Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Luisettl 

R — Sept.  17 

[3^  Melodrama  3804 

King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Oct.  8 

Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 

R — Oct.  1 

Comedy  Drama  3806  ’ 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85)  i 
Bob  Burns-Pay  Bainter 

R — Oct.  8 

Western  851 

Billy  the  Kid  Keturns 

(56) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

R— Sept.  3 

g Western  862 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(55) 

Three  Mesqulteers 
^ Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (58) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Oct.  29 

Melodrama  817 

Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston- J.  Travis 

R — Oct.  1 

[s]  Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

R — ^Nov.  12 

[y|  Comedy  902 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (68) 
Lucille  Ball 

Jack  Oakie 

R — July  16 

[i^  Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O'Brien 

R — Sept.  17 

g Melodrama  803 

Fugitives  for  a Night 

(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R — Oct.  1 

[30]  Comedy  901 

Room  Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 

R — Sept.  17 

Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 

R — Sept.  10 

|J4]  Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 

Anne  Shirley 

R — Oct.  8 

1^  Comedy  Drama  906 
Safety  in  Numbers  (55) 
Jones  Family 

R — Aug.  13 

|l^  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 

Marjorie  Weaver 

R — Sept.  17 

Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R— July  2 

[30]  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(65) 

Ritz  Bros. -Ethel  Merman 

R Oct.  1 

Adven.  Comedy  910 

Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 

R— July  23 

Comedy  Drama  919 

Five  of  a Kind  (83) 

Dionne  Quints 

R — ^Oct.  15 

• 

Adventure  Drama 
^Drums  (99) 

Sabu- Raymond  Massey- 
Valerle  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6 

Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R — Oct.  8 

|l4|  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 

R — Oct.  1 

Melodrama  3034 

Personal  Secretary  (62) 
(For.  The  Comet) 

Wm.  Gargan-Joy  Hodges 
R— Oct.  15 

lie]  Western  3051 

Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 

R — 'N  0 V.  5 

|3^  Comedy  Drama  3012 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  ( 78 ) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R— Oct.  1 

g Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 

R — Sept.  3 

[J4j  Comedy  Drama  3026 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 

Andy  Devine 

R — Nov.  19 

po]  Drama  rN36.5 

Secrets  of  an  Actress  (70) 
Geo.  Brent 

Kay  Francis 

R^Oct.  22 

|l7|  Drama  4VB305 

©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 

Claire  Trevor 

R — Sept.  17 

p4|  Drama  FN3.59 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Aug.  20 

|Y]  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O’Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R— July  30 

Drama  FN368 

Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 

Marie  Wilson 

R — Oct.  29 

[J5|  Drama  W'B302 

The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R — Oct.  8 

[l^  Melodrama  GB 

The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 

Madeleine  Carroll 

Drama  Tri-Nat’l 

Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 

Michele  Morgan 

["iT]  Comedy  Tri-Nat’I 

Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Francelse  Rosay 
[l]  Melodrama  GB8008 
Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 

LlllI  Palmer:  R-Nov.  19 

Drama  Tri-Nat’l 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 

Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 
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Sooktnq  ^hait 

A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


I OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  2G  | 

[ 

1^  Action  Drama  9020 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
g Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

p2]  Western  9211 

In  Early  Arizona  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

g Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

1^  Western  325 

1 Frontier  Scout  (62) 

' Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

g Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

in  Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

g Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling:  (75) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Oct.  22 

g Drama  909 

CiThe  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

n Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

R — Nov.  12 

g Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R— Nov.  26 

Drama  912 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — ^Nov.  19 

g Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  West  With  the 

Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

n Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

g Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Nov.  19 

g Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

1^  Western  3807 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 

Sidney  Toler 

R— Sept.  24 

Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
0Men  With  Wings  (lOB) 
Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  29 

[~4~|  Melodrama  3809 

Illegal  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  6 

Historical  Drama  3810 
If  I AVere  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R— Oct.  1 

g Comedy  3811 

Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

g Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
Comedy  3813 

Say  It  In  French  (69) 

Ray  Milland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

g Melodrama  806 

1 Stand  Accused  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 
R— Oct.  22 

n Western  7108 

Khythm  of  the  Saddle(58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— Nov.  26 

p7]  Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

[l^  Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Dec.  17 

g Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 

Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

^ Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Man  ton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R — Oct.  15 

g Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Ellers 

Lee  Bowman 

R^Oct.  29 

[~4]  Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O'Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  5 

|xi]  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakie 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Oct.  22 

Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  19 

g Comedy  Drama  948 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R — Nov.  26 

Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 

R — June  4 

1^  Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R— Oct.  22 

|~4^  Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug,  20 

Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

[is]  Action  Drama  916 

Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  24 

Action  Drama  909 
vSubmarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

Comedy  Drama 

Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

g Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

|2i|  Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R— Oct.  22 

|2i]  Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

^ Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 

1^  Action  Drama  3028 
Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

|~;f[  Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

[il]  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

g Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tougli  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

^ Melodrama  FN369 

Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R — Oct.  29 

g Comedy  FN355 

Brother  Kat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Oct.  22 

n Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

g Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

g Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R — Oct.  15 

g Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  With)  Dirty  Faces 

(97) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

p~|  Melodrama  GI58010 
Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 

g Melodrama  GB8011 
The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-(3.  Taylor 
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DECEMBER  3 


[T|  Com.  M’drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

|30|  Comedy  9011 
Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 
Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 


DECEMBER  10 


[il  Western  9202 
Kio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 
Ann  Doran 


DECEMBER  17 


[is]  Western  8206 
California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 


^ Drama  9022 

Strange  Case  of  Dr. 
Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 
J.  Holt  R — Oct.  29 


DECEMBER  24 


^ Comedy  Mystery  9006 
There^s  That  Woman 
Agraln  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 
Virginia  Bruce 
R — Dec.  17 


DECEMBER  31 


Melodrama  9015 
Smashing  the  Spy  Ring 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 
Fay  Wray 
R — Jan.  28 


JANUARY  7 


|~^  Melodrama  9035 
Homicide  Bureau  (69) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 
R — Feb.  11 


riiw 


[e]  Western  WI-1 
Water  Rustlers  (64) 
Dorothy  Page 

Action  Drama  313 
Long  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — -Dec.  31 


[p]  Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 
Leo  Carrillo 
R — Dec.  3 


Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 


Luise  Rainer 
Alan  Marshal 
Paulette  Goddard 
R — Dec.  10 


[l6|  Drama  917 

Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 
Terry  Kilburn 
R — Dec.  17 


^ Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 
Franciska  Gaal 
R — Dec.  31 


Hql  Musical  Drama  910 
OSSweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 
R — Dec.  24 


[e]  Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 
Robert  Taylor 
R — Jan.  7 


p7]  Western  3861 
Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 
R — Jan.  14 


Drama  3812 

I Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 
Kay  Linaker 
R — Dec.  3 


Ipi]  Western  3852 
Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 
R — Jan.  7 


IpH  Melodrama 

Tough  Kid  (61) 

F.  Darro-J.  Allen 
R — Jan.  14 


3819 


[n  Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillis 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 


Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 


Akim  Tamiroff 
Frances  Parmer 
Leif  Erikson 
R — Dec.  10 


[le]  Western 
Frontiersmen  (74) 
William  Boyd 
Evelyn  Venable 
R— Nov.  26 


3856 


Ips]  Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O'Connor 
Billy  Cook  R — ^Dec.  24 


|30|  Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 
Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R — Nov.  6 


[Y|  Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 
Gall  Patrick 
R — Jan.  14 


[2]  Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 
Smiley  Burnette 
R( — Dec.  24 


[5J  Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 
Bob  Livingston 
R — Dec.  17 


Ipp]  Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesqulteers 
Ip^  Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 


Ippl  Melodrama  820 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 
R.  Livingston 
J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 


Action  Drama  808 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds 


(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 
Ralph  Byrd 
R — Jan.  21 


|T|  Comedy  910 
Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 
James  Ellison 
R — Dec.  10 


Action  Drama 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 
Victor  McLaglen 
Chester  Morris 
R — Dec.  31 


911 


Cm 


[p]  Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 
Joan  Valerie 
R — Aug.  27 


[9]  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 
Phyllis  Brooks 
R — Nov.  12 


[1^  Comedy  Drama  920 
Dowm  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 
Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 
R — Oct.  15 


^ Com.  with  Music  917 

Thanlrs  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 
Arleen  Whelan 
Jack  Oakie 
R — Dec.  10 


Action  Drama  923 
^Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 
Richard  Greene 
R — ^Dec.  24 


[e]  Action  Drama  922 
While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 
Jean  Rogers 
R— Oct.  22 


IppI  Action  Drama 
Trade  Winds  (94) 
Fredrlc  March 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  31 


|29|  Drama 

Duke  of  West  Point 
(106) 

Louis  Hayward 
Joan  Fontaine 
R — Dec.  24 


[2]  Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 
Andy  Devine 
R— Dec.  10 


Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 
Helen  Mack 
R — Nov.  19 


|l6]  Musical  3021 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 
R — Dec.  17 

[l6|  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 


|p3]  Action  Drama  3015 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 
Wendy  Barrie 
R — Jan.  28 


[ej  Melodrama  3027 
Last  Warning  (63) 
Preston  Foster 
Frances  Robinson 
R — Dec.  10 


[3]  Drama  FN370 
Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francis-John  Litel 
R — Dec.  17 


[10]  Action  Drama  FN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 
R — Dec.  17 


1^  Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 
Basil  Rathbone 
R — Dec.  24 


IPPI  Com.  with  Mus.  FN359 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 
Anita  Louise 
R— Dec.  24 


1^  Action  Drama  'WB313 
Devil’s  Island  (62) 

Boris  Karloff 
Nedda  Harrlgan 
R — Jan.  7 


|~l]  Musical  GB8012 
Asking  for  Trouble  (..) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 
Jessie  Matthews 
Michael  Redgrave 


|Y]  Western  Metropolitan 
Feud  of  the  Range  ( . . ) 
Bob  Steele 
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A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


^ 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 

FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18  | 

^ Western  9203 

rhundering:  West  (57) 
3has.  Starrett 
[rls  Meredith 

Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  '49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcanlz 

Melodrama  9014 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Lupino 

R — Jan.  28 

|~^  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  (57) 

Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

|lo]  Action  Drama  9038 

North  of  Shanghai  (59) 

B.  Furness-J.  Craig 

[14]  Western  WI-13 

digger  Pals  (55) 
jArt  Jarrett 
|Lee  Powell 
lAl  St.  John 
|R — Jan.  21 

g Drama  301 

Exile  Express  (60) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 

R — Feb.  18 

Western  WI-2 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

Western  327 

Crashing  Through  ( . . ) 
(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newill 

[lo|  Western  328 

To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 

||3]  Action  Drama  919 
Bum  ’Fm  Up  O’Coimor 
(67) 

Dennis  O'Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

|2^j  Drama  921 

Four  Girls  in  White  (70) 

F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — 'Jan.  28 
g Comedy  Drama  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable  R — Feb.  4 

|~3]  Com.  with  Music  922 
Honolulu  (85) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

R— Feb.  4 

Comedy  Drama  923 
Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 

R — Feb.  18 

Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  (79) 

Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

R^Feb.  18 

g Melodrama  3822 

Convict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

R — Feb.  18 

Western  3854 

Drifting  Westward  (59) 
Jack  Randall 

|Y|  Action  Drama  3805 

Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

R — Feb.  18 

[Y|  Drama  Reissue  3828 
Little  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 

[§]  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(53) 

Tex  Ritter 

Drama  3819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Croaby-F.  Gaal 

|~^  Mus.  Romance  3822 
St.  Louis  Blues  (8  7) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

Action  Drama  3823 
Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

R— Jan.  28 

|j^  Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 

Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

g Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (65) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb  4 

Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (58) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— Feb.  18 

Melodrama  823 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R — Feb.  11 

m Comedy  913 

Great  Man  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

Western  982 

Arizona  !Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

[3]  Comedy  Drama  844 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

R— Feb.  4 

Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaves  (71) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

Action  Drama  912 

Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 

R — Feb.  4 

Drama  Iteissue 

Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McLaglen 

|i3|  Action  Drama  928 

Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

[2o|  Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

|2^  Outdoor  Drama  921 
©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

Comedy  929 

Arizona  AVildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — 'Nov.  12 

Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R — Feb.  4 

|j^  Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 

"1)110  Three  Musketeers 

(72) 

Ritz  Bros. -Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

^ Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feb.  11 

|l^  Action  Drama 

Iving  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 

R — Feb.  18 

[is]  Horror  Drama  3004 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
|i3|  Western  3055 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 

B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

[2^  Action  Drama  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

|~^  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

[lo[  Western  3056 

Phantom  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

[TtI  Comedy 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an 

Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R — Feb.  25 

[is]  Com.  Drama  WB307 
They  Made  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R — Jan.  7 

[2i|  Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

11^  Melodrama  AVB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

Action  Drama  rN371 
Torchy  in  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

111]  Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Jan.  21 

[l^  Com.  Drama  FN372 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 

(67) 

B.  Granvllle-J.  Litel 

R — Jan.  28 

|l^  Western  Metropolitan 
Smoky  Trails  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 

II 
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1^  Action  Drama  9029 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal 
(61) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells 

ID  Drama  9007 

Let  Cs  Live  (67) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 
R^Feb.  IS 
in  Outdoor  Drama 
Romance  of  the  Red- 
woods ( . . ) 

C.  Bickford-J.  Parker 

n Comedy 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 
(.  .) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

[p]  AA’^estern  9213 

lame  Star  Pioneers  (56) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

IP  Action  Drama 
AATilsi>ering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

^ Drama  With  Music 

Let  Freedom  Ring:  (85) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

B^Feb.  25 

n Comedy  980 

Pjgmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

AVendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  ( . . ) 

Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

Action  Drama  927 
Sergeant  Madden  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

ID  Drama  with  Music 
Broadway  Serenade  ( . . ) 

J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

Western  j 

Kid  From  Texas  ( . . ) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

Action  Drama  928 
Within  the  Law  ( . . ) 

Ruth  Hussey-R.  Johnson 

1^  Action  Drama  3822 

star  Reporter  (6  2) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 

R — Feb.  25 

[T|  Western  3863 

Rolling  AA'estward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 
n Melodrama 

M.vstery  of  Mr.  Along 
(.  .) 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

fs]  Action  Drama  .3809 
Sk.v  Pirate  (60) 

John  Trent 

lip  Western  .3854 

Trigger  Smith  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

IP  Drama 

Streets  of  New  York  (.  .) 

Jackie  Cooper 

|24|  Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

AV.  Boyd  R— Oct.  29 

1^  Drama  3825 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erlkson 

R— Feb.  11 

n Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Feb.  11 

[io]  Comedy  3863 

Beaehooiiiber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

[l7|  Melodrama 

King  of  Chinatown  (..) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

ID  Drama 

Hotel  Imirerial  ( . . ) 

Isa  Miranda-Ray  Milland 

ID  Comedy 

Sudden  Mone.v  ( . . ) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 
ID  Western 

Silver  on  the  Sage  ( . . ) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

g Melodrama 

I Alas  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R— Feb.  25 

[ip  Comedy  810 

My  AA'ife’s  Relatives  ( . . ) 

Higgins  Family 

1^  Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 

(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — ^Jan.  28 

[l^  Drama  Reissue 

Star  at  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-AA'^m.  Powell 

n Action  Drama  917 
12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  DLx 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Feb.  18 

[lo|  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Baek 

(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-AA^  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

[Io|  Drama  916 

Ia>ve  Affair  ( . . ) 

C.  Boyer-Irene  Dunne 

[r^  Action  Drama  919 
Flying  Irishman  (..) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

Paul  Kelly 

[24|  Western 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (..) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

ID  Drama 

Almost  a Gentleman  ( . . ) 

J.  Ellison-H.  Wood 

g Action  Drama  931 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Bari-G.  Williams 

R — Nov.  19 

[~3~|  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R — Feb.  18 

[l^  Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

|l7]  Com.  with  Music  932 
©Little  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R — Feb.  25 

ID  Comedy  Drama 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

1^  Melodrama 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  ( . . ) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

n Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R — Feb.  11 

[ip  Drama 

Prison  AA'ithout  Bars 

(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corinne  Luchaire 

R — Feb.  25 

1^  Drama 

Society  Smugglers  ( . . ) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 
Preston  Foster 

Irene  Hervey 

[y|  Action  Drama 

Risky  Business  (..) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

IP  Com.  with  Music 

Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Cp  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

ID  Melodranaa 

M.vstery  of  the  AA’hite 
Room  ( . . ) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

* 

ID  Comedy  FN357 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Lane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R— Feb.  11 

|X|  Action  Drama  WB321 
Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

Rosella  Towne 

R— Feb.  18 

[n]  Outdoor  Dranaa 
Oklahoma  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

Action  Drama 

Blackwell’s  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 
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Boost  your  “Box  Office"  dividends  by  using  the  ^ictb):,’"- 
Cornelius  Nap-Ads  Service  which  offers  compellitii^,?-'^'® 
advertising  of  your  current  features.  The  plan  is 
simple,  yet  its  effective  results  have  won  theatremfi^iW;.;^ 
by  the  hundreds  to  this  new  economical  pogtbbyi’ii<?5 
service.  At  the  eating  and  drinking  places,  thV,'''!® 
proprietor  welcomes  the  pictorial  Nap-Ads  Servit6i,y^® 
Your  prospective  customers  receive  a subtle  reminderv^Vj^i-i 


at  the  strategic  moment. 

Service  is  a “natural"  for  greater 
Let  us  tell  you  about  the  plan  in  detail. 


The  Cornelius  Nap-A^S'i,y 

: -■Aw 

Box  Office  Draw.-f  jj;'; 


V 


Victor  Cornelius  ‘Nap-Ads*  are  pro- 
tected by  U.  S.  Patent  No.  2059090. 
Others  Pending,  and  by  Canadian 
Patent  No.  370789. 


VICTOR  CORNELIUS 


EASTLAND,  TEX^Aivf,.? 

' ' 


MIDEAST  EDITION 


I put  the 
LION  in 
PYGMALION!' 


LON 


The  man  with  the  whiskers  wrote 
it.  Leslie  Howard  is  the  star. 
The  cast  includes  Wendy  Hiller, 
Wilfrid  Lawson,  Marie  Lohr, 
Scott  Sunderland.  Directed  by 
Anthony  Asquith  and  Leslie 
Howard.  Produced  by  Gabriel 
Pascal. 


RELEASE  DATE  MARCH  3rd! 

Here’s  the  most  interesting  situation  within  recent  film  history! 

It  started  when  M-G-M  acquired  this  celebrated  English  production,  the 
first  of  Bernard  Shaw’s  works  to  be  personally  supervised  by  him. 

M-G-M  exhibitors  did  not  contemplate  this  when  they  signed  their  current 
year’s  contracts. 

Any  M'G-M  customer  was  privileged  to  say  “I  did  not  buy  ‘Pygmalion’.” 
And  then  things  happened! 

We  decided  to  back  up  our  own  faith  in  the  great  value  of  this  entertain- 
menu  by  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

We  set  out  to  establish  “Pygmalion”  at  the  box-office  to  let  it  speak  for 
itself  in  the  language  exhibitors  understand  best,  dollars  and  cents,  mass 
audience  reaction. 

The  rest  is  history.  From  the  very  first  day  when  police  handled  the  crowds 
at  the  Astor  on  Broadway,  there  was  never  any  question  but  that  here 
was  an  unusual  attraction.  Now  in  its  12th  packed  week  in  New  York; 
and  8th  record  week  in  Los  Angeles!  The  first  “typical  American  city”  test 
at  Dayton,  Ohio  was  sensational  and  had  to  be  held  a second  big  week. 
From  city  to  city  it  swept  like  wildfire. 


C Continued) 


( Continued) 


It’s  the  masses  who  are  enthusiastic  for  Bernard  Shaw’s  shabby  flower  girl 
who  becomes  a society  glamor  girl  in  an  exciting  experiment.  And  the  critics 
fan  the  blaze  with  plaudits  everywhere.  And  showmanship  does  the  rest. 


And  here’s  the  amazing  thing: 


Not  one  exhibitor  is  obligated  to  book  “Pygmalion”  as  part  of  his 
M-G-M  service  and  yet  from  every  section  of  America  they’re  asking: 
“When  do  we  get  it?” 


The  answer  is  “RIGHT  NOW  WHILE  IT’S  HOT!” 


THE  RESULTS 
SPEAK  FOR  THEMSELVES! 

12th  WEEK,  N.  Y.  Astor  Theatre  continues  S.  R.  O.  In  10  weeks 
“Pygmalion’s”  gross  at  popular  prices  was  far  ahead  of  the  complete 
engagement  (15  weeks)  of  the  $2  road-show  “Marie  Antoinette”. 
“Pygmalion’s”  tenth  week  was  better  than  the  ninth  and  eighth  weeks! 
Now  in  12th  week  and  BIG! 

LOS  ANGELES  TERRIFIC!  Fifty-two  days  of  “Pygmalion”  lead  seventy- 
seven  days  (complete  engagement)  of  “Algiers”  at  the  Four  Star  Theatre. 

SAN  DIEGO  GREAT!  Five  days  lead  seven  days  of  “Stand  Up  and  Fight” 
and  full  weeks  of  other  outstanding  attractions. 

2ncl  WEEK  CLEVELAND.  Imagine!  It’s  beating  “Too  Hot  To  Handle”, 
“Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy”,  “Great  Ziegfeld”  and  many  other  big  hits! 
Second  grand  week! 

2ncl  WEEK  PITTSBURGH.  Same  story  here.  Topping  “Too  Hot  To 
Handle”  and  other  Biggies! 

TWO  BIG  WEEKS  DAYTON!  Most  unusual  for  pictures  to  play  2nd  week 
here  but  “Pygmalion”  did  it  after  a first  week  that  beat  “Marie  An- 
toinette”, “Too  Hot  To  Handle”,  “Crowd  Roars”,  “Yank  At  Oxford”, 
“Double  Wedding”  and  other  Dayton  money-getters. 

SWELL  BIZ  EVERYWHERE!  Box-office  smiles  also  at  Miami  Beach; 
Miami;  Chicago;  Cincinnati;  Houston;  Kansas  City.  It’s  absolutely  un- 
failing in  its  consistent  success. 

FOR  MORE  HIT  RESULTS!  Within  the  next  two  weeks  you’ll 
see  “Pygmalion”  fireworks  in  San  Francisco,  Rochester,  Columbus, 

St.  Louis,  Indianapolis,  Atlanta,  Louisville,  Reading,  Philadelphia, 
Washington,  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee,  Seattle,  Memphis,  Nashville, 
Waterbury,  Buffalo,  Hartford,  New  Haven,  Boston,Toledo,  Wilmington, 

, Baltimore,  Akron,  Richmond,  New  Orleans  and  Worcester. 

[The  Man  With  The  Long  White 
Beard  Is  America’s  NevY  Idol! 


Best  Performance 
by  an  Actress 

BETTE  DAVIS 

in 

JEZEBEL 


Best  Supporting  Actress 

FAY  BAINTER 

in  JEZEBEL 


Best  Art  Direction 

Carl  Weyl,  for 
ADVENTURES  OF 
ROBIN  HOOD 


Best  Film  Editing 

Ralph  Dawson,  for 
ADVENTURES  OF 
ROBIN  HOOD 

Best  Original  Score 

Eric  Wolfgang  Korngold,  fo 
ADVENTURES  OF 
ROBIN  HOOD 
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WHICH  WAY  THE  ROAD? 


AS  AN  insight  into  their  current  confusion  over  the 
Supreme  Court's  decision  in  the  Interstate  case, 
the  lawyer  quoted  last  week  in  BOXOFFICE  told  prac- 
tically all.  He  might  as  well  have  been  talking  for 
all  of  the  legal  minds  when  he  remarked; 

"We've  got  between  forty  and  fifty  lawyers  in  our 
firm.  Most  of  them  have  sons  and  I suppose  the  ma- 
jority of  the  boys  will  grow  up  to  be  lawyers  like  their 
fathers.  Even  they  won't  be  able  to  agree  on  the  exact 
and  full  interpretations  of  the  Supreme  Court  opinion. 
Now  draw  your  own  conclusions  from  this  point  on.'' 

And  the  conclusions  are  being  drawn.  There  need  be 
no  mistake  about  it.  The  slants  on  what  the  supreme 
bench  means  range  all  the  distance  from  pea  soup  fog 
to  a rapidly  growing  and  extremely  reluctant  depend- 
ence upon  the  interpretation  of  Justice  Roberts,  who  dis- 
sented, that  clearance  imposed  upon  second  run  houses 
and  all  others  beyond  the  first  runs  constitute  conspiracy 
under  the  major  opinion. 

We  are  going  to  try  to  keep  all  of  this  as  simple  as 
possible,  but  this  is  fair  warning  we  may  not  succeed. 
After  all,  the  lawyers  are  having  trouble,  too. 

It  appears,  however,  no  agreements  may  be  entered 
upon  by  distributors  to  interfere  with  price  structures. 
Likewise,  no  agreements  may  be  made  to  control  or 
curb  duals.  If  it  should  prove  to  be  correct  that  inter- 
ference with  prices  is  out,  it  seems  logical  to  conclude 
that  exhibitors  can  do  as  they  like  with  admissions 
without  having  their  clearance  altered  for  the  doing 
Whether  subsequent  cases  reaching  the  Supreme  Court 
eventualize  in  a further  clarification  of  the  current  de- 
cision remains  to  be  seen.  In  the  meantime  and,  no 
doubt,  representative  of  a number  of  lightning  calcula- 
tors who  rush  in  and  reflect  later,  a pretty  kettle  of  fish 
is  stewing.  It  is  quite  apt  to  get  prettier.  For  instance, 
here  in  New  York  the  word  is  exhibitors  in  various  areas 
already  are  striking  for  reduced  clearances  under  their 
present  price  scales  whereas  the  way  considered  normal 
until  now  has  been  to  cut  clearance  by  raising  prices 
and  moving  up  into  the  next  higher  protection  division. 

That's  not  all.  There  appears  room  for  a reversal  of 
this,  too,  by  maintaining  existing  clearance  but  slashing 
prices  in  an  effort  to  cut  down  the  lead  enjoyed  by  the 
competition  in  the  higher  admission  brackets.  About 
which  the  competition  may  have  something  to  say. 

All  of  this,  it  ought  to  be  clearly  understood,  is  largely 
hypothetical.  That  does  not  mean  it  will  not  happen, 
however.  The  grave  concern  swings  merrily  and  dizzily 
around  the  future  of  price  structures  and  what  may 


happen  if  the  subsequents  start  slashing.  If  they  do,  the 
practice  won't  stop  until  it  hits  the  first  runs.  And  the 
first  runs  won't  stop  until  they  have  done  all  within 
their  power  to  hold  their  position.  If  this  should  come 
about,  murder  will  be  an  understatement  to  describe 
the  chaos  to  follow. 

The  slaughter,  if  and  when,  might  take  several  shapes. 
It  might  induce  first  runs  to  return  to  flesh  in  an  effort 
to  give  their  public  something  they  won't  find  elsewhere 
at  any  price.  No  comfort  in  that  for  the  subsequents. 
But  it  also  might  result  in  something  like  this: 

If  the  distributor  cannot  control  the  admissions  that 
establish  clearance,  certainly  he  would  seem  to  be  in  a 
position  to  control  rentals  on  his  copyrighted  product. 
He  can  ask  what  he  likes  and  he  does  not  have  to  sell 
unless  what  he  wants  he  gets.  The  exhibitor  fiddling 
around  with  less  onerous  clearance,  therefore,  may  find 
himself  facing  the  alternative  of  staying  where  he  is  or 
coughing  up  a lot  more  dollars  than  tie  pays  now  for 
the  same  service.  And  there's  little  comfort  in  that,  too. 

There  would  seem  little  gained  now  by  turning  back 
the  years  to  remind  of  those  scattered  occasions  when 
this  observer  warned  that  protection,  or  clearance,  must 
be  adjusted  from  within  or  face  adjustment  from  with- 
out. 

Such  outside  control  very  conceivably  has  arrived.  It 
may  be  at  hand,  as  well  as  in  the  hands  of  federal  dis- 
trict courts  across  the  country,  resting  on  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  and  floundering  with  a highly  technical 
trade  practice  about  which  they  know  nothing. 

The  whole  situation  induces  reflection  anew  over  the 
reluctance  with  which  the  industry  contemplates  setting 
its  house  in  order  until  pressure,  in  whatever  form, 
indicates  a spring  cleaning  to  be  a good  thing.  No  valid 
reason  beyond  pushing  back  the  final  reckoning  other- 
wise can  explain  why  the  clearance  system  has  never 
been  overhauled  on  a basis  which  protects  the  first  runs, 
their  investments  and  their  high  admission  scales,  but 
which  also  takes  into  account  abuses  of  power  permitted 
to  concentrate  in  a few  hands  to  the  disadvantage  of 
many. 

Which  way  the  road  then?  No  one  can  tell  beyond 
drawing  an  inevitable  conclusion  that,  despite  the  direc- 
tion, there  is  more  trouble  and  greater  economic  stram 
ahead. 


NEW  SEASON  SELLING  SEEN  FACING  HURDLES 
AS  CONFUSION  OVER  CLEARANCES  INCREASES 


Worried  by  Costs 
Of  New  Suits 

New  York — Already  confronted  with 
36  anti-trust  suits  which  seek  to  collect 
$23,366,081  in  damages,  as  exclusively 
reported  in  BOXOFFICE  on  February  18, 
the  possibility  of  a new  flood  of  litiga- 
tion dealing  with  clearance  is  cause 
for  grave  concern  among  the  majors. 

Aside  from  what  they  regard  as  the 
inability  of  federal  district  courts  to 
expertly  determine  issues  involved  in 
any  clearance  suits  which  may  come 
before  them,  distributors  also  find  much 
to  ponder  over  in  the  industry's  ability, 
or  otherwise,  to  withstand  the  financial 
strain  which  such  litigation  would  im- 
pose. 

Anti-Trust  Tactics 
May  Undergo  Shift 

Washington  — Present  methods  of 
handling  anti-trust  cases,  whereby  the 
department  of  justice  is  both  prosecutor 
and  negotiator  of  a settlement  which  will 
end  the  prosecution,  are  felt  by  depart- 
ment officials  not  to  be  the  best  that 
could  be  devised.  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Thurman  Arnold  is  understood  to 
have  stated  at  a secret  meeting  with  the 
House  judiciary  committee. 

The  head  of  the  government’s  anti-trust 
drive  does  not  believe  the  department 
should  act  in  a dual  capacity,  but  should 
confine  its  activities  to  enforcement  of  the 
laws. 

The  consent-decree  method,  however, 
would  not  be  abandoned  under  the  sug- 
gestions he  is  said  to  have  made  to  the 
committee.  But  the  negotiation  of  agree- 
ments on  which  such  decrees  could  be 
asked,  he  said,  should  be  turned  over  to 
other  departments. 

The  assistant  attorney  general  is  repre- 
sented as  having  pointed  out  that  when 
the  department  of  justice  brings  a suit 
which  the  respondents  are  desirous  of  set- 
tling without  trial  on  the  merits,  they 
should  take  the  matter  up  with  some  de- 
partment or  agency  which  could  be  of  help 
in  drawing  up  proposals  for  settlement 
which  then  could  be  submitted  to  justice 
officials  for  acceptance  or  rejection. 

While  the  effect  of  this  proposal  would 
be  merely  to  shift  the  negotiations  from 
the  department  of  justice  to  some  other 
branch  of  the  government,  it  is  Arnold’s 
belief  the  agency  which  brings  the  suit 
should  not  be  asked  to  indicate  the 
grounds  on  which  it  would  abandon  the 
prosecution. 

Under  the  present  system,  when  the  de- 
( Continued  on  page  16) 


Expected  Reduction  Drive 
By  Subsequents  Snag 
To  Start  of  Activity 


New  York — As  the  majors  prepare  to 
move  toward  the  1939-40  season  with  con- 
ventions and  lineups,  fears  are  being  ex- 
pressed over  delayed  selling  as  a direct 
outgrowth  of  the  supreme  court’s  decision 
in  the  Interstate  case. 

Tire  concern  hinges  entirely  on  the  an- 
ticipation, already  partially  borne  out  by 
developments,  that  many  exhibitors  will 
strike  for  reduced  clearance  under  the 
construction  placed  on  the  Washington 
opinion. 

Whatever  may  crystallize  along  clearance 
lines  will  stem  from  the  subsequent  run 
exhibitor.  The  first  runs  and  major  cir- 
cuit subsequents,  however,  are  not  expect- 
ed to  stand  idly  by  while  their  down-the- 
line  competition  may  seek  to  reduce  the 
protection  period  without  stepping  up  his 
prices  or  slashing  his  prices  and  continue 
to  remain  in  the  same  protection  bracket. 
Either  way,  there  is  considerable  at  stake 
insofar  as  the  major  circuits  are  concerned 
and  they,  of  course,  are  fully  aware  of  the 
potential  difficulties. 

A Hollow  Outlook 

The  hollow  outlook  as  it  fits  into  new 
season  selling  takes  shape  in  several 
counts.  If,  as  some  informed  quarters  be- 
lieve, trouble  is  to  develop  with  dissatis- 
fied subsequents  on  the  very  muddled 
clearance  situation,  the  job  of  selling  new 
lineups  to  those  accounts  becomes  imme- 
diately obvious.  At  the  same  time  and 
awai’e  as  they  are  of  the  potentialities  in 
the  melee,  major  accounts  are  expected  to 
exercise  extreme  care  and  to  insist  upon 
distributor  assui’ances  that  the  clearance 
they  now  enjoy  is  to  undergo  no  change. 

Wliether  distributors  will  be  in  a po- 
sition to  deliver  such  guarantees  is  some- 
tliing  that  precipitates  great  doubt.  No 
one  seems  to  know  how  the  difficulty,  cur- 
rent and  future,  will  work  out.  Thus 
springs  the  fear  over  sales. 

Various  Allied  units,  urged  by  Abram 
F.  Myers,  general  counsel,  to  step  in,  are 
beginning  to  follow  “the  procedure  for 
reaping  the  benefits  of  this  decision’’  sug- 
gested in  a separate  and  confidential 
memorandum  explaining  how  to  do  the 
reaping. 

“In  view  of  recent  developments  in  the 
industry,  exhibitors  should  not  hesitate  to 
take  whatever  action  is  presently  open  to 
them  to  protect  themselves  against  the 
unfair  and  oppressive  competitive  tactics 
of  the  chains.  The  chains  have  lately 
made  it  apparent  that  they  have  not  abated 
their  warfare  of  extermination  against  the 
independent  exhibitors.” 


Case  to  Clarify 
Ruling  Seen 

New  York — Further  interpretation  of 
the  supreme  court  decision  in  the  In- 
terstate case  can  come  about  if  and 
when  additional  litigation  involving 
the  same  or  closely  related  issues 
reaches  the  highest  tribunal.  There  are 
many  instances  of  such  a nature  where 
additional  supreme  bench  opinion,  us- 
ing prior  opinion  as  a basis,  has  served 
to  amplify  and  to  make  clearer  the 
points  in  law  cited  in  the  first  instance. 

In  view  of  this,  it  is  not  remote  that 
a test  case  may  be  sought  with  addi- 
tional supplementary  opinion  the  goal. 
When,  where  and  by  whom  has  not 
been  discussed,  so  far  as  is  known. 

Clearance  Checkup 
Underwag  in  N.Y. 

New  York — Allied  members  throughout 
New  York  state  are  checking  into  then- 
current  clearance  situation  with  a view 
to  seeking  a reduction  as  an  aftermath 
of  the  Interstate  decision.  So  states  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary  of 
Allied  of  New  York  who  points  out  the 
information  will  be  concentrated  in  the 
New  York  office  and,  if  found  to  have 
merit,  followed  through. 

Kelly  says  there  is  a “particularly  op- 
pressive” situation  in  the  Albany  area 
where  late  runs  have  to  wait  from  90  to 
120  days  after  the  Fabian,  Warner  and 
Schine  circuits  finish  with  the  product. 

An  alleged  shortage  of  prints  from  all 
distributors  is  causing  considerable  con- 
cern among  Allied’s  members  in  Buffalo, 
he  states.  A grievance  committee  is  pre- 
paring a report  on  this  condition  and 
will  submit  it  to  headquarters  for  further 
action. 

While  on  the  road,  Kelly  had  an  in- 
formal meeting  with  Max  Krofta  and 
other  officers  of  the  ITO  of  Wisconsin, 
in  Racine.  It  was  at  the  invitation  of  the 
organization  that  he  discussed  activities 
of  New  York  Allied  as  it  might  bear  on 
heightening  interest  in  Allied  affairs 
among  the  westerners.  Kelly  will  again 
go  to  Racine  where  he  will  address  a state- 
wide meeting  of  the  ITO. 

Theatre  business  at  independent  and 
large  circuit  houses  in  most  cities  of  New 
York,  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  is  off 
about  35  per  cent  as  compared  to  last 
year,  according  to  Kelly.  He  adds  those 
he  contacted  attribute  the  drop  to  the 
competition  created  by  radio  programs  on 
Thursday  and  Sunday  evenings,  coupled 
with  the  weak  run  of  current  product. 


6 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


DALLAS  DECREE  MAY  RE-FORGE  EXHIBITION; 
PRESENTATIONS,  EXCLUSIVE  RDNS  MENTIONED 


While  Now  Solely  Talk, 
Trend  Revealing  Way 
Thought  Pointing 

New  York — An  entirely  new  exhibition 
picture,  country-wide,  with  a return  to 
elaborate  stage  shows  or  a revival  of  ex- 
clusive runs  in  first  runs  but  also  major 
circuit  subsequent  runs  is  one  of  the  pos- 
sibilities which  may  arise  from  the  sweep- 
ing Interstate  decision. 

It  is  conversation  only  at  the  minute. 
But  it  is  avid  conversation  which,  if  it 
does  nothing  else,  demonstrates  the 
seriousness  with  which  alert  minds  in 
major  company  ranks  view  the  Washing- 
ton opinion  and  the  changes  in  the  cur- 
rent system  of  selling  and  showing  pictures 
which  may  finally  develop. 

Boxoffice  earlier  has  reported  the  con- 
cern over  the  present  national  clearance 
system  and  how,  in  the  view  of  reliable 
executives,  the  admission  price  structure 
throughout  the  nation  may  be  shattered 
as  a consequence.  Since  the  supreme  court 
holds  no  agreement  may  be  entered  upon 
to  interfere  with  admission  scales,  the 
present  trade  interpretation  of  that  opin- 
ion includes  a fear  that  any  theatre  opera- 
tor may  do  what  he  likes  in  moving  his 
scales  about  without  being  penalized  in 
terms  of  altered  clearance. 

If  this  is  so  and  if  price  wars  are 
launched,  opinion  holds  first  runs  would 
be  compelled  to  meet  this  competition  by 
similar  tactics.  Carrying  this  to  the  con- 
clusion which  past  trade  history  demon- 
strates to  be  the  ultimate  outcome,  there 
are  those  who  are  worried  the  point  would 
be  reached  where,  unable  to  cut  any  fur- 
ther, first  runs  will  shop  around  for  policy 
changes  that  will  preserve  their  business. 

This,  it  is  argued,  eventually  may  crys- 
tallize to  a degree  where,  in  order  to  give 
the  public  something  which  the  subse- 
quents  cannot  afford,  the  first  runs  would 
return  to  elaborate  stage  shows.  Even  if 
they  should  not,  it  is  argued  further  that 
first  runs,  well  entrenched  as  they  are, 
could  trim  prices  to  a level  where  the  sub- 
sequents  may  not  be  able  to  follow  with 
consequences  to  those  subsequents  that 
might  well  be  imagined. 

The  dissenting  opinion  of  Justice  Rob- 
erts in  the  Interstate  case  is  being  scanned 
with  great  care  and  considerable  interest 
is  being  manifested  in  that  portion  of  his 
dissent  which  sets  forth  the  right  of  a 
proprietor  of  a copyright  to  grant  an 
exclusive  license.  This  establishes  no  new 
point  at  law,  but  it  does  open  the  door 
wide  as  to  speculation  as  to  whether  or  not 
a distributor  return  to  exclusive  selling 
will  develop  as  an  alternative  eventuality. 

There  is  nothing,  therefore,  to  prevent 
a distributor  from  granting  an  exclusive 
license,  not  to  a specific  first  run  as  was 
the  case  when  A1  Lichtman,  then  with 
United  Artists,  launched  exclusive  selling 
a few  years  ago,  but  to  an  exhibitor  or  an 


Justice  Roberts  on  Exclusives 

Washington — Associate  Supreme  Court  Justice  Roberts  on  exclusives: 

"It  is  settled  that  the  proprietor  of  a copyright  may  grant  an  ex- 
clusive license;  that  is,  may  covenant  with  his  licensee  that  he  will  not 
license  anyone  else,  as  the  owner  of  a patent  may  grant  a similar  ex- 
clusive license  to  make  or  sell  the  patented  article.  It  is  settled  that  the 
distributor  defendants  could  lawfully  stipulate  with  their  licensees, 
whether  first  run  or  subsequent  runs,  as  to  the  admission  price  to  be 
paid  by  patrons  and  that,  so  to  do,  would  not  be  a violation  of  the 
Sherman  Act." 

This  is  from  the  justice's  dissent  decree  in  the  Interstate  case. 

Lasky  Sees  His  Radio  Idea  as 
Solving  Filmdom 's  Problem 


Chicago — Jesse  Lasky,  pioneer  producer, 
feels  that  in  his  current  “Gateway  to  Hol- 
lywood” radio  pro- 
gram, which  Wrig- 
ley  has  renewed  for 
another  13-week 
period  over  the  Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting 
System,  he  is  pio- 
neering in  a move 
that  is  the  answer  to 
“how  the  motion  pic- 
ture and  radio  in- 
dustries can  work  to- 
gether harmonious- 
ly to  benefit  each  jesse  easkv 
other.” 

“What  we  in  the  film  industry  must  de- 
termine is  how  to  harness  this  great  ‘Ni- 
agara’ that  radio  is,  and  turn  it  into  an 
ally  of  motion  pictures,”  said  Lasky  as  he 
was  here  preparing  for  the  Chicago  re- 
gional auditions  in  his  search  for  new 
faces.  “We  feel  we  are  doing  this  with 


our  RKO  ‘Gateway  to  Hollywood’  pro- 
gram, which  is  the  greatest,  most  scien- 
tific talent  search  ever  conducted.” 

Lasky  said  that  the  time  selected  on 
Sundays  is  as  non-competitive  to  motion 
picture  theatres  as  can  be  obtained.  It 
ranges  from  6:30  E.S.T.  to  3:30  P.S.T. 

“We  are  finding  new  faces  for  pictures 
via  radio  way  beyond  my  wildest  expec- 
tations,” he  continued.  “And  I freely  pre- 
dict that  many  of  these  youngsters  we  are 
selecting  on  our  ‘Gateway  to  Hollywood’ 
program  for  RKO  today  will  be  the  Tay- 
lors, Powers,  Gables  and  Astaires  a couple 
of  years  hence.” 

Lasky  said  the  second  13-week  search 
will  be  conducted  along  the  same  lines  as 
the  first,  which  enters  its  ninth  week  Sun- 
day. However,  he  intimated  singers  and 
dancers  will  be  sought  in  the  new  roundup. 
Boxoffice  names  will  be  chosen  which  the 
second  two  selected  will  take  for  their 
screen  careers. 


exhibiting  firm  controlling  first  runs  as 
well  as  subsequent  runs.  As  a case  in 
point,  and  purely  hypothetical,  M-G-M 
would  be  privileged  to  sell  exclusives  to 
United  Detroit  Theatres  which,  if  it 
elected  to  so  do,  could  run  the  product  in 
downtown  Detroit  and  thereafter  spot 
simultaneously  or  stagger  the  same  prod- 
uct in  its  string  of  neighborhood  theatres. 
It  is  suggested  by  distribution  experts  here 
in  New  York  that,  under  proper  terms, 
M-G-M’s  return  would  warrant  such  a 
deal  under  the  provisions  of  which  no 
houses  other  than  United  Detroit’s  would 
play  the  attractions. 

New  Orleans,  Milwaukee,  Denver,  Miami, 
Atlanta,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Seat- 
tle, Portland,  Ore.,  and  Chicago  are  repre- 
sentative cities  where  the  circuit  setup, 
in  its  broad  outline,  parallels  Detroit.  In 
New  York  where  Loew’s  and  RKO  domi- 


nate the  situation,  such  an  exclusive  policy 
is  regarded  as  feasible  if  a decision  to  pur- 
sue it  ever  were  to  be  determined. 

Should  a condition  like  this  evolve,  it  is 
pointed  out  the  subsequents  would  find 
themselves  in  a position  of  turning  to  the 
product  of  secondary  companies  or  the 
secondary  product  of  the  major  com- 
panies for  their  principal  supply  of  cellu- 
loid sustenance.  It  also  is  realized  that, 
by  such  a procedure,  many  of  the  subse- 
quents would  find  themselves  automatical- 
ly converted  into  first  runs.  No  major 
company  executive,  however,  appears  un- 
duly concerned  over  the  creation  of  a 
brand  new  array  of  this  type  of  first  run. 
They  admit  that,  technically,  subsequents 
would  no  longer  be  subsequents,  but  they 
counter  argue  by  pointing  out  a first  run 
actually  remains  one  only  when  it  has 
major  product  upon  which  to  draw. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


7 


Published  Every  Saturday  by 

Associated  Publications 

Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York  City.  J.  H.  Gallagher,  General  Man- 
ager. Louis  Rydell,  Advertising  Manager. 
Wm.  Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone 
Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372.  Cable 
address:  “Boxoffice,  New  York.” 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hollywood  Blvd., 
Hollywood,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager. 
Telephone  Gladstone  1186. 

Publication  Offices:  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  Telephone  Chestnut  7777. 
Other  Associated  Publications:  Boxoffice 
BAROMETER,  Boxoffice  RECORDS, 
Boxoffice  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually;  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  pub- 
lished monthly  as  a section  of  Boxoffice. 

ALBANY — 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrigan. 
ATLANTA — 148%  Walton  St..  N.  W.,  Lee  Fuhrman, 
Southeastern  editor.  Telephone  Walnut  7171. 
BOSTON — 14  Piedmont  St.,  Brad  Angler,  New 
England  editor.  Telephone  Liberty  9305. 
BUFFALO — The  Courier-Express.  W.  E.  J.  Martin. 
CHAKLOTTE — The  Observer,  Mary  B.  Parham. 
CHICAGO — 3.32  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Eugene  D.  Rich, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4575. 
CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky., 
Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND — ^12805  Cedar  Road.  Cleveland 
Heights,  Eisie  Loeb.  Teiephone  Fairmount  0046. 
DALLAS — 210  S.  Harwood.  V.  W.  Crisp,  South- 
western editor.  Telephone  7-3553. 

DENVER — 319  S.  Clarkson  St.,  J.  A.  Rose. 

DES  MOINES — 2233  E.  Grand,  Rene  McCluskey. 
DETROIT — 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9085. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd..  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor.  Teiephone  GLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS — 2575  Churchman  Ave.,  Howard 
N.  Rudeaux.  Teiephone  Drexei  3339. 

KANSAS  CITY — 4704  East  Ninth  St..  Jesse  Shlyen. 

Midwest  editor.  Teiephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Box  253,  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0156. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyne  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kilbourn  6670-J. 
MINNEAPOIHS — 507  Essex  Bldg..  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS — 1509  Bodenger  Blvd.,  J.  W. 

Leigh.  Telephone  Algiers  1495. 

NEW  YORK  CITY — 9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  William 
Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — P.  O.  Box  4547,  E.  W.  Fair. 
Telephone  7-1038. 

OMAHA — 1402  South  55th  St.,  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA — 903  Manning  St.,  Joseph 
Shaltz. 

PITTSBURGH — 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  News-Telegram,  D.  W. 
Pollvka. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 

Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY — 605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg.,  Viola  B.  Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCISCO — 5 Kimball  Place,  Phil  Stone. 
SEATTLE — 2417  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Elliott  8678. 

WASHINGTON — 1426  G.  St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  ALTA. — The  Albertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON.  ALTA. — The  Bulletin,  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
HAMILTON.  O. — 20  Holton  Ave.,  N.,  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — Free  Pre.ss,  Chas.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G., 
Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA.  SASK. — The  Star.  Andy  McDermott. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. — 34  Cranston  Ave.,  S.  Trueman. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings,  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA.  B.  C. — 350  Robertson,  Tom  Merriman 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkin. 


A FEW  HOURS  prior  to  his  de- 
parture from  New  York  for 
Hollywood,  Walter  Wanger  was 
host  at  a private  luncheon  within 
the  aristocratic  portals  of  the  Ritz- 
Carlton.  There,  he  read  a statement 
in  which  he  covered  ground  famil- 
iar for  him  in  stressing  the  need  to 
give  the  industry  stature  by  recog- 
nizing its  times  and  reflecting  that 
recognition  on  the  screen  where  it 
belongs. 

While  he  stated  there  were  many 
in  Hollywood  who  were  eager  to  do 
this,  he  blamed  the  difficulty  of 
action  on  the  production  code.  That 
instrument,  he  said  in  effect,  was 
archaic  in  that,  designed  to  perpet- 
uate the  American  dream — success, 
money,  the  girl,  happiness  without 
end — the  dream  itself  was  no  longer 
sufficiently  satisfying  in  a day  when 
liberty,  democracy,  labor  unrest, 
sharecroppers,  and  unemployed 
made  up  some  of  the  burning  issues 
of  the  period.  Therefore,  his  inevi- 
table conclusion  was  that  the  code 
will  be  revised.  When  and  how, 
through  what  pressure  applied — 
these  found  Wanger  on  uncertain 
ground,  deliberately  or  otherwise  ar- 
rived at. 

Now  the  controversy  takes  on 
another  chapter.  This  is  George  J. 
Schaefer  coming  to  the  defense  of 
the  code  and  the  escapist  film  all  in 
the  one  statement: 

“The  motion  picture  producer 
should  have  the  right  to  make  polit- 
ically controversial  pictures  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so,  but  he  should 
make  them  with  his  own  money  and 
show  them  in  his  own  theatres.  If 
he  chooses  to  be  a propagandist  for 
any  cause  he  has  that  right,  but  he 
has  no  right  to  use  his  stockholders' 
money  for  that  purpose,  unless  they 
are  aware  of  and  in  accord  with  his 
ideas;  but  they  or  he  have  no  right 
to  foist  personal  opinions  upon  the 
paying  public  under  the  guise  of  en- 
tertainment." 

This  looks  like  a case  of  fog  on 
the  spy  glass.  If  this  department 
understands  Wanger  and  his  ap- 
proach, he  argues,  not  for  a chance 
to  air  personal  political  views  at  the 
expense  of  an  entertainment-bound 
public,  but  for  motion  pictures  to  get 
closer  to  things  that  are.  He  merely 
maintains,  as  he  acknowledges  the 
escapist  film  must  be  dominant,  that 
modern  currents  in  this  upset  world 
cannot  be  ignored;  that,  quite  in 
reverse,  by  harnessing  them  the  in- 
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dustry  would  make  available  for  it- 
self and  the  boxoffices  it  endeavors 
to  keep  busy  a new,  powerful  and 
dramatically  absorbing  flow  of  ma- 
terial. By  this  time,  the  constant 
reader  certainly  must  know  BOX- 
OFFICE  accepts,  endorses  and  en- 
courages this  point  of  view. 

In  hewing  to  the  line  of  his  ap- 
proach, Schaefer  conveys  the  im- 
pression he  sees  no  place  in  this  in- 
dustry for  anything  but  the  straight- 
away entertainment  type  of  film.  It 
is  easy  to  understand  that  he  is 
thinking  in  terms  of  conventional 
and  safe  boxoffice.  As  the  head  of 
RKO,  such  thinking  is  correct  as  far 
as  it  goes.  But  he  neglects  the 
broader  horizon.  As  he  refuses  to 
countenance  a wider  canvas,  he  cir- 
cumscribes the  future  of  the  indus- 
try because  he  makes  it  clear  he  can 
see  no  possibilities  in  a readjusted 
production  formula  that  will  keep 
the  output  entertaining  and  purpose- 
ful at  the  same  time. 

It  is  possible  and  easily  so,  but 
the  trick  is  to  keep  the  entertain- 
ment first  and  the  purpose  second. 
"Boy  Slaves,"  one  of  his  own  re- 
leases, is  an  excellent  example  of 
the  argument.  It  may  not  prove 
successful,  but  it  is  an  important 
picture  in  that  it  tells  of  the  injus- 
tices of  child  labor  in  the  turpentine 
camps  of  the  South  and  it  does  so 
in  terms  of  dramatic  entertainment 
which  never  dims  the  message  and 
never  loses  it. 

Schaefer,  of  course,  is  answering 
Wanger.  But  he  is  also  expressing 
his  disapproval,  although  by  infer- 
ence, of  'The  Dictators"  which  Chap- 
lin is  producing  and  the  anti-Hitler 
films  on  which  the  Warners  continue 
busy  despite  veiled  and  open  Nazi 
threats.  If  occasional  films  cannot 
dare  to  dip  into  the  vital  problems 
of  the  day,  their  function  becomes 
alarmingly  narrowed  and  their  hope 
for  permanent  achievement  a for- 
lorn prospect  to  contemplate. 

Now  Miss  Cameron 

"But,  ask  I,  if  the  movies  are  to 
turn  away  from  the  escapist  film 
entirely,  where  are  we  to  find  a 
pleasant  escape  from  all  the  troubles 
and  political  ills  that  beset  the  world 
today?"  asks  Kate  Cameron,  critic 
of  the  "New  York  Daily  News,"  who 
continues: 

"It  is  necessary  for  us  to  forget 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


PARAMOUNT 


WORLD’S  FAIR  OPENING? 


Scene  photographed  8:30  a.  m.  with  temperature  10^  above  xero. 


"GENERAL"  MORGAN 

To  Ralph  Morgan  goes  one  of  the  prize  roles  of 
the  year.  The  actor  was  signed  after  long,  intensive 
testing,  to  play  General  John  Steele,  U.  S.  Army 
Chief  in  the  campaign  against  Geronimo,  Indian 
war  lord  of  the  Southwest,  in  Paramount’s 
"GREAT  ENEMY'\  Other  members  of  the  cast,  to 
date,  are  Preston  Foster  as  a border  captain; 
Andy  Devine  as  Sneezer,  a scout;  Chief 
Thundercloud  of  the  Cheyenne  Indian  tribe  as 
Geronimo.  "Great  Enemy”  will  be  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  William  LeBaron^ 
Managing  Director  of  Production. 

* * * * 


NO!  It’s  Paramount’s  "CAFE  SOCIETY"  at  the  New  York  Paramount, 
where  it  shattered  every  opening  day  record  set  up  in  the  past  six 
years.  Believe  it  or  not,  this  picture  was  snapped  at  8:30  in  the 
morning,  while  the  mercury  practically  scraped  the  bottom  of  the 
thermometer.  The  "Herald  Tribune”  sounds  off  the  keynote  for  the 
rest  of  the  Manhattan  dailies,  calling  "Cafe  Society”  a "MONEY 
SHOW”.  Notv  read  this  wire  from  Miami : "World  Premiere  and  fol- 
lowing day  engagement  ‘Cafe  Society’  at  Sheridan  Theatre,  Miami 
Beach,  has  broken  all  attendance  records  for  corresponding  days  since 
theatre  has  been  built.  Critics  raved  over  picture.” — W.  R.  Lynch.  And 
Paterson,  N.  J.  falls  into  line  . . . box-office  lines.  At  U.  S.  Theatre, 
"Cafe  Society”  crashes  through  with  the  biggest  opening  of  any 
Paramount  picture  in  19  months.  So,  looks  like  you  can  ring  up 
another  top  money-maker  on  the  old  box-office  cash  register. 

* 4:  * 


TWO  HITS  A WEEK 

Pace-setting  Paramount  keeps  its  production  lead  with  ten  new 
pictures  due  before  the  cameras  within  the  next  five  weeks.  Here’s 
a peek  at  our  shooting  schedule:  For  the  rest  of  February — "GREAT 
ENEMY"  (see  above);  "MR.  AND  MRS.  BULLDOG  DRUMMOND", 
featuring  John  Howard  and  Heather  Angel.  Starting  next  month 
are  eight  '^pictures:  "ISLAND  OF  LOST  MEN",  featuring  Anna  May 
Wong,  J.  Carrol  Naish  and  Anthony  Quinn,  and  Directed  by  Kurt 
Neumann, . ."CAMPUS  DORMITORY",  featuring  Betty  Grable,  John 
Hartley  and  Donald  O’Connor,  directed  by  Nick  Grinde  ...  an 
untitled  Bob  Burns  starrer  produced  by  George  Arthur  . . . "AIR 
RAID",  starring  Fred  MacMurray  and  Madeleine  Carroll,  produced 
by  Jeff  Lazarus  and  directed  by  Edward  H.  Griffith,  the  same  success- 
ful combine  that  gives  you  "Cafe  Society  ”...  "WHAT  A LIFE", 
starring  Jackie  Cooper  and  directed  by  Theodore  Reed  ...  "THE 
STAR  MAKER",  starring  Bing  Crosby  under  the  direction  of  Roy 
Del  Ruth  for  producer  Charles  R.  Rogers  . . . George  M.  Arthur’s 
"HAPPY  ENDING",  starring  Pat  O’Brien  ...  the  third  of  the  famous 
J.  Edgar  Hoover  pictures,  directed  by  Louis  King.  Shapes  up  as  a 
showman’s  dream  . . . Yes?  Yes! 


"An  optimist  is  a man  that  starts  an  argument 
with  a woman  . . . and  expects  to  win!”  says  that 
old  Missouri  philosopher.  Bob  Burns  in  his 
latest  contribution  to  the  happiness  of  the 
nation,  "I’M  FROM  MISSOURI". 

* * ★ * 

TIP-OFF 


"MIDNIGHT",  new  Claudette  Colbert — Don 
Ameche  starrer  with  an  all-star  supporting  cast, 
was  just  screened  in  Paramount’s  New  York 
projection  room.  A hard-boiled  audience  was 
completely  won  over  by  the  sheer  magic  of  the 
story . . .the  brilliance  of  the  acting . . . the  deftness 
of  Mitchell  Leisen’s  direction.  See  "Midnight” 
for  yourself  . . . and  chalk  up  another  hit  for 
Paramount. 

* * * * 


READY... SET... LET’S  GO! 

Paramount’s  4 -Star  Drive  got  off  with  a 
bang  on  February  26  with  the  greatest 
line-up  of  hits  ever  included  on  any  pro- 
gram. Week  after  week  during  the  next 
three  months.  Paramount  gives  you  big 
ones  with  big  names  for  big  money.  Keep 
your  eyes  peeled  for  the  smash  product 
announcements  currently  appearing  in 
the  trade  papers.  The  big  drive  started 
February  26  and  ends  May  27  • . . 
and  you’re  in  the  driver’s  seat  with 
Paramount  Pictures! 


M-G-M  STANDS  BY  FLEXIBLE  SALES  POLICY; 
20TH  - FOX  NOT  CUTTING  TO  40,  SAYS  KENT 


Slight  Percentage  Group 
Change  Is  Indicated; 

List  Stays  at  52 


Expect  12  Set 
Before  Confab 


Hollywood — M-G-M’s  sales  policy  next 
season  will  continue  to  be  flexible,  as  in 
the  past,  with  possibly  slight  changes  in 
the  percentage  groups,  it  is  learned  here  on 
the  eve  of  the  arrival  of  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, general  sales  manager,  from  the  east 
for  conferences  with  A1  Lichtman  and 
studio  executives.  The  feature  lineup  of 
52  is  not  expected  to  be  changed,  but  the 
shorts  program  for  1939-40  will  be  trim- 
med slightly. 

Rodgers  is  planning  to  spend  about  10 
days  at  the  studios  lining  up  as  many 
pictures  for  announcement  as  possible.  He 
leaves  here  directly  for  Chicago  where  the 
three-day  annual  sales  meeting  opens 
March  19.  He  will  conduct  the  meetings 
and  present  indications  are  that  Lichtman 
will  attend. 

About  250  division,  district  and  branch 
managers,  salesmen,  chief  bookers  and  ex- 
ploiteers  will  be  on  hand  for  the  three- 
day  Windy  City  meetings.  Following  the 
convention,  meetings  will  be  held  at  all 
branches  for  a discussion  of  the  topics 
among  branch  managers,  office  managers, 
bookers,  auditors  and  checking  supervisors. 

On  Sunday,  March  19,  the  men  will  meet 
with  their  district  heads  and  discuss  in- 
dividual problems. 

The  general  convention  opens  March  20 
with  division,  district  and  branch  mana- 
gers, home  office  representatives,  salesmen 
and  exploiteers.  The  sessions  on  Tuesday 
will  be  principally  devoted  to  enabling 
the  field  men  to  renew  acquaintances  with 
home  office  personnel  and  other  members 
of  sales  forces. 

A surprise  is  in  store  for  some  sales- 
men. “Star  men  and  two-star  men”  and 
winners  in  the  first  period  of  the  com- 
pany’s “efficiency  campaign”  will  be  named 
and  awards  handed  out. 

There  will  be  talks  by  various  executives, 
including  Lichtman,  Rodgers,  Tom  Con- 
nors, eastern  and  southern  sales  head; 
E.  M.  Saunders,  western  sales  chief;  How- 
ard Dietz,  Si  Seadler,  William  R.  Fergu- 
son, Alan  Cummings,  Edward  Aaron, 
among  bthers. 

M-G-M  has  not  sold  any  new  contracts 
as  yet  and,  according  to  a spokesman 
for  the  company,  selling  will  not  get  under 
way  until  after  the  meetings  wind  up  in 
Chicago. 


Poised  for  Tour 

New  York — Morris  Goodman,  vice-pres- 
ident in  charge  of  foreign  activities  for 
Republic,  leaves  in  about  two  weeks  for  a 
three-month  tour  of  the  company’s  fran- 
chise holders  throughout  Central  and 
South  America. 


New  York — Paramount  will  have  at 
least  12  pictm-es  of  the  1939-40  lineup  of 
58  ready  at  the  time  the  sales  force  holds 
its  annual  meeting,  Barney  Balaban,  presi- 
dent, says  he  is  informed  by  Y.  Frank 
Freeman. 

While  no  date  has  been  set  for  the  an- 
nual sales  meeting,  Balaban,  Stanton  Grif- 
fis, chairman  of  the  executive  committee, 
and  Neil  F.  Agnew,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  distribution,  will  head  for  the  coast 
shortly  after  Griffis  returns  from  a Miami 
vacation.  He  left  during  the  week  to  spend 
at  least  a fortnight  on  his  yacht.  Bala- 
ban retiu’ned  February  26  after  a few 
w'eeks  aboai'd  Griffis’  vessel,  the  North- 
wind. 

All  of  the  cmTent  season’s  pictures  will 
be  released,  Balaban  believes.  The  fact 
that  Passover,  the  high  Jewish  holidays, 
starts  April  4 this  year,  which  is  early, 
may  delay  Balaban’s  depai’ture  for  Holly- 
wood and  talks  with  Freeman  and  William 
LeBaron. 

'Tire  Paramount  president  holds  no  date 
has  been  set  for  the  annual  stockholaers 
meeting.  This  is  usually  done  60  days  be- 
fore the  meeting.  It  might  be  held  June 
15  or  June  18. 

With  his  return,  all  details  of  the  Four- 
Star  drive  have  been  cleared  up.  The  liqui- 
dation movement  of  unplayed  pacts  start- 
ed Monday  and  winds  up  the  end  of  May. 


Metro  Reissues  Four 

New  York — Four  pictures  are  being  re- 
issued by  M-G-M  for  spring  and  summer 
release.  Tliey  are  “Mutiny  on  the  Bounty,” 
“The  Champ,”  “Rose  Marie”  and  “San 
Francisco.” 


Sears  Also  Known 
As  "Nimrod" 

New  York — Over  at  Warner's  Strand 
on  Broadway  there’s  a short  subject 
entitled,  “Mechanix  Illustrated."  Dur- 
ing the  week,  the  home  office  invited 
the  trade  to  review  the  film,  among 
others.  The  press  release  that  went 
along  follows: 

" 'Mechanix  Illustrated,'  No.  3 — The 
first  sequence  presents  the  manufac- 
ture of  shotgun  shells.  The  molds  ore 
first  prepared,  the  powder  and  shot  is 
poured  in,  following  which,  the  shell 
is  capped.  Several  nimrods  of  na- 
tional repute  are  then  shown  demon- 
strating the  sport  of  skeetshooting." 

Nothing  is  said  of  the  fact  that  lead- 
ing the  “several  nimrods  of  national 
repute"  is  Gradwell  L.  Sears.  In  natural 
color. 


Report  of  20th-Fox  52 
Kicks  Out  Rumors  of 
Impending  Slash 

New  York  — Fifty-two  features  are 
planned  by  20th  Century-Fox  for  1939-40, 
Sidney  R.  Kent  tells  Boxoffice. 

Official  word  from  Kent  kicks  out  re- 
ports, persistently  circulating  for  several 
weeks  in  New  York,  that  20th  Century- 
Fox  is  considering  a drastic  slash  from 
its  traditional  52  to  40  for  the  new  sea- 
son. 'Tlie  unconfirmed  reports  had  Kent 
favoring  the  reduction  in  number  with 
the  40  spread  over  the  budget  now  set 
aside  for  the  52,  thereby  opening  up  the 
possibility  of  improving  the  product. 

It  is  understood  reported  Kent  was  con- 
sidering a program  of  40  with  the  20  per 
cent  cancellation  clause  of  the  proposed 
trade  practice  draft  in  mind  and  also  the 
possibility  of  the  enactment  in  Congress 
of  the  Neely-Edmiston  anti-compulsory 
block-booking  bill. 

It  is  reported  Kent,  for  a time  at  least, 
believed  that  the  reduced  program  would 
be  regarded  of  such  high  quality  by  ex- 
hibitors that  any  rejection  privileges  would 
be  sparsely  applied.  Into  the  contemplated 
cancellation  setup  in  wliich  no  changes 
over  the  original  outline  are  contemplated, 
the  bulk  of  20th  Century-Fox’s  accounts 
fit,  one  estimate  calculating  90  per  cent 
of  the  company’s  customers  are  embraced. 
This,  according  to  recorded  remarks  by 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  chairman  of  the  board, 
would  not  guarantee  the  producer  a defi- 
nite market  while  the  producer,  likewise, 
would  not  be  in  a position  to  gauge  pro- 
duction budgets  where  a major  percentage 
of  contracts  is  subject  to  maximum  can- 
cellation rejection. 

When  Kent  left  for  the  coast  early  in 
December,  trade  paper  reporters  ques- 
tioned him  about  cancellations.  At  the 
time,  he  was  quoted  as  saying,  “Personal- 
ly, I’d  rather  check  block-booking  and 
sell  independently,  but  others  are  not  of 
the  same  opinion.” 

That  the  Neely-Edmiston  bill  is  a worri- 
some factor  to  distributors  is  seemingly 
borne  out  by  the  recent  statement  of  Sena- 
tor Neely  at  the  annual  Allied  board  con- 
vention dinner  at  the  Carlton  in  Wash- 
ington. He  said  then  he  expected  the 
bill  which  he  is  sponsoring  in  the  senate 
to  become  a law  in  another  60  days. 
However,  the  period  he  designated  is  about 
to  expire  and  hearings,  anticipated  shortly, 
have  not  as  yet  been  held  although  Neely 
has  been  endeavoring  to  have  them  side- 
tracked on  the  ground  of  cost  to  the  gov- 
ernment plus  the  fact  the  ground  has 
been  gone  over  previously. 

The  company  sales  convention  will  be 
held  April  3 at  the  Congress  Hotel  in 
Chicago.  It  was  originally  slated  April  15. 
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TRADE  PRACTICE  CLAUSES  MAY  BECOME  PART 
OF  UCENSE  AGREEMENT;  DP  TO  EACH  MAJOR 


Concessions  Retroactive 
Regardless  of  Whether 
In  Contracts  or  Not 

New  York — Inclusion  of  the  various 
trade  practice  clauses  in  1939-40  contracts 
is  being  left  up  to  the  sales  managers  of 
individual  companies,  it  is  learned,  with 
each  distributor  deciding  for  himself 
whether  or  not  they  are  to  become  part  of 
the  license  agreements  for  new  season 
product. 

Some  distributors  are  inclined  to  incor- 
porate the  trade  practice  provisions  in 
license  agreements,  but  the  complexity  of 
present  contracts  and  the  proposed  inten- 
tion of  simplifying  license  pacts  for  the 
benefit  of  exhibitors  may  bear  consider- 
able weight  on  decisions  to  be  made  along 
these  lines. 

Although  several  distributors,  have  been 
selling  new  season’s  product  far  in  advance 
of  their  annual  conventions,  the  distribu- 
tors’ negotiating  committee  has  already 
informed  exhibitor  groups  with  which  they 
have  negotiated  that  all  benefits  of  the 
final  draft,  when  the  language  is  finally 
completed,  will  be  retroactive  on  new  con- 
tracts regardless  when  signed. 

The  distributors’  point  of  view  in  this 
connection  is  that  exhibitors  are  now 
aware  of  what  concessions  are  to  be  made 
in  the  trade  practice  draft  and  that  their 
re-phrasing  of  it  will  not  alter  the  intent. 
Sales  managers  whose  companies  are  sell- 
ing in  advance  of  the  final  trade  agree- 
ment are  doing  so  with  this  understand- 
ing in  mind.  It  is  accepted  generally  that 
the  re-wording  of  the  agreement  is  a 
problem  for  the  lawyers  and  that,  in  the 
final  analysis,  the  declarations  originally 
made  will  be  carried  out. 

Differ  on  Effect 

Some  major  companies  maintain  the 
provisions  of  the  trade  agreement  may 
mean  a loss  of  considerable  revenue  if  the 
full  powers  of  cancellation  are  exercised 
by  exhibitors.  Other  distributors  differ 
on  this  point,  holding  that,  if  the  quality 
of  the  product  is  maintained,  there  will  be 
no  desire  on  part  of  theatre  owners  to  use 
all  privileges  of  elimination. 

Some  sales  managers  contend  the  elimi- 
nation of  score  charges  will  also  cut  in  on 
revenues,  while  others  maintain  they  have 
not  been  adding  score  charges  for  the  past 
several  years. 

Distributors  are  pretty  well  in  agreement 
that  the  clause  dealing  with  forcing  of 
shorts  will  not  affect  them  seriously.  Some 
companies  are  weeding  out  of  next  season’s 
programs  certain  series  which  have  not 
been  given  the  full  play  they  would  like, 
holding  on  to  the  more  popular  subjects 
which  they  hope  to  continue  to  sell  on  their 
own  merits. 

As  the  new  season  gets  into  swing  with 


See  No  Boards 
Before  June 

New  York — Insiders  are  of  the  opin- 
ion arbitration  boards  cannot  physical- 
ly be  set  up  and  put  into  operation  in 
all  key  cities  before  June.  There  is  no 
intention  to  do  the  job  haphazardly,  it 
is  stated,  because  too  much  is  at  stake. 
Secondly,  it  is  pointed  out,  all  differ- 
ences rising  out  of  new  contracts  and 
allegedly  unfair  conditions  existing 
prior  to  the  new  season  will  be  ad- 
justed in  "the  most  equitable  and  fair 
manner." 

National  Theatres' 
Drive  on  April  1 

New  York — The  first  13-week  drive  this 
year  for  National  Theatres’  partners  and 
district  and  theatre  managers  will  get  un- 
der way  April  1,  according  to  Spyros 
Skouras,  operating  head  for  the  450  the- 
atres. The  awards  will  be  the  same  as 
those  distributed  early  in  the  year  at  the 
coast  palaver  of  divisional  heads. 

General  conditions  in  the  industry  are 
delaying  product  deals  for  the  circuit  this 
year,  Skouras.  added.  National  Theatres 
has  been  dealing  in  franchises  which 
usually  run  two  and  three  years.  Under 
the  trade  practice  provisions,  circuits  ne- 
gotiating term  deals  receive  full  benefits 
not  ordinarily  granted  to  other  accounts, 
it  is  held  by  distributors.  Whether  or  not 
National  or  other  prominent  circuits  will 
seek  additional  allowances  under  new  fran- 
chise deals  is  among  the  primary  ques- 
tions tending  to  hold  up  1939-’40  nego- 
tiations. 

Jack  J.  Sullivan  has  arrived  from  the 
coast  to  spend  the  next  few  months  sit- 
ting in  with  Skouras  and  William  T.  Pow- 
ers, Edward  Zabel,  Milton  Hossfeld  and 
Irving  Barry  on  forthcoming  deals. 


Sullivan  in  Monday 

New  York — J.  J.  Sullivan,  Fox  West 
Coast  film  buyer,  arrives  Monday  from 
the  coast  on  his  annual  buying  spree 
which  extends  over  several  months. 


annual  sales  conventions,  the  first  of 
which  is  the  Warner  gathering  in  New 
York  at  the  Waldorf,  March  13  and  14, 
and  the  second,  M-G-M  in  Chicago,  March 
19-21,  the  indication  is  each  company  is 
taking  particular  pains  to  choose  topnotch 
material,  pictures  that  will  lend  themselves 
to  additional  playing  time  rather  than  fall 
into  the  category  of  the  three  cancellation 
divisions  at  the  option  of  the  exhibitor. 


How  Boxoffice 
Picked  Them 

Hollywood — With  the  Academy  of  M. 
P.  Arts  and  Sciences  awarding  top  honors 
in  1938  to  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
(Columbia)  as  the  best  production,  to 
Spencer  TT-acy  for  his  outstanding  per- 
formance in  “Boys  Town”  (M-G-M),  to 
Bette  Davis  for  her  work  in  “Jezebel” 
(Warner),  and  to  “That  Mothers  May 
Live”  (M-G-M)  as  the  outstanding  short, 
Boxoffice  scored  100  per  cent  in  either 
listing  the  winners  amongst  its  Blue  Rib- 
bon Awards  and  its  Short  of  the  Week  or 
as  leaders  in  the  All-American  Favorites. 
The  latter  group  appears  annually  in  Box- 
office  Barometer,  sister  publication  of 
Boxoffice  itself. 

Of  the  11  features  named  by  the  Acad- 
emy and  which  brought  individual  honors 
to  those  mentioned,  Boxoffice  tallied  five 
in  its  Blue  Ribbon  Awards.  These  awards 
are  given  each  month  to  the  film  receiv- 
ing the  highest  number  of  votes  by  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Screen  Council  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  outstanding  merit 
and  suitability  of  the  film  to  whole-family 
entertainment.  Members  of  the  council 
include  over  200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers,  the  motion  picture 
reviewing  committee  of  the  International 
Federation  of  Catholic  Alumnae  and  state 
motion  picture  chairmen  of  the  General 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs. 


Warner  and  Metro  Run 
Close  Academy  Race 

Hollywood — Exclusive  of  the  special 
awards  given  for  outstanding  service  to 
the  industry  in  1938,  Warner  and  M-G-M, 
and  their  players,  ran  a neck  and  neck 
tussle  for  the  greatest  number  of  Oscars, 
the  trophies  awarded  annually  by  the 
Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Both  Warner  and  M-G-M  scored  six 
in  the  final  tally.  Warner  garnered  three 
on  one  picture  alone,  “The  Adventures  of 
Robin  Hood.”  The  same  company  walked 
off  with  two  Oscars  on  “Jezebel”  and 
M-G-M  a like  number  on  “Pygmalion.” 
Columbia  chalked  up  a two-point  hit  on 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You”  and,  at 
the  same  time,  tied  20th-Fox  for  second 
place  in  the  best  picture  version.  “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band”  and  “Kentucky” 
netted  the  two  trophies  to  20th-Fox  per- 
sonnel. 

In  the  third  division  are  Paramount, 
RKO  and  UA,  each  getting  one  award. 

With  the  exception  of  “Pygmalion,” 
which  was  produced  in  England  by  Gabriel 
Pascal  and  is  being  distributed  in  this 
and  South  American  countries  by  M-G-M, 
no  other  foreign  pictures  are  listed  among 
(Continued  on  page  16) 
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'It^s  better  to  die  on  yoHt* 


iKto 


the  millions  in  this 
eonnti*y«..in  packed 
houses  •••  conies  the 
screen’s  greatest 
ilrania  • • • of  how  to 
1 i V e A ni  e r i c 


it  than  live  on  tiour  knees  ! 


Freddie  Bartholomew  in  “Spirit  of  Culver 


The  New  Universal  presents 
JACKIE  FREDDIE 


hitney  Bolton  and  Nathanael  West 


Directed  by  JOSEPH  SANTLEY 
Associate  Prod,  BURT  KELLY 


U«IVf»£ALPlCTUR^ 


APATHY  GREETS  PUBLIC'S  REACTION  TO  QUIZ 
HANDOUTS;  REFLECT  NO  LIFT  AT  BOXOFHCE 


All  the  Valiants  Were  There 

New  York — There  were  plenty  of  tongue  tv/isters  among  the  Movie  Quiz  winners. 

For  instance,  there  was  an  Abernethey,  an  Abdallah,  an  Allnutt,  an  Asselyn,  a 
Bachenheimer,  a Beibl  and  a Biloon,  a Bittenbender  and  Blitch,  not  to  overlook 
Bottolfson  of  Wauwautosa,  Wis.,  a Brietzfelder,  a Budy,  a Buzzard,  a Chicchirichi, 
a Chmiel,  and  a Clapp. 

Then,  too,  there  was  a Cliolek,  a Cipot,  a Cucchiara,  and  a Czuba,  a Dinkelspiel 
and  a Diffendefer,  an  Eliff,  a Fusso  and  a Geissinger,  a Gjeyuik,  and  a Huff.  And, 
of  course,  a Hyssong,  a Jackimavicz,  a Juda,  a Kratschmer,  a Langerbartel  and 
a Life,  a Looslie  and  a Loudermilk,  a Massimiana  and  a Mothersbaugh.  Mrs. 
Motzel  of  the  Utah  Bottling  Works  was  present  and  alongside  of  her  were  a Niedring- 
haus.  a Nowosielski,  an  Overbay,  a Parlavecchio,  a Petchell  and  a Poff. 

Quattelbaum  figured  in,  as  did  Saastamoinen,  SchmalsticM,  Shipke,  Soukikian, 
Spurlock  and  Stillwagon.  A Strain,  a Suffa  and  a Suk  were  in  the  running,  but 
the  record  couldn't  possibly  be  complete  without  a Tatilman,  a Tillinghast,  a Totzke, 
an  Unruh  and  an  Uzgalis.  Finally,  but  by  no  means  to  be  neglected,  there  was 
Alice  Zook.  She's  from  Lititz,  Pa. 


Oddities  in  the  Quiz 


Chain  Reaction  Is  Divided; 
Good  Product  Packs  More 
Power  to  Boost,  View 

New  York — Apathy  on  part  of  the  pub- 
lic seemingly  marked  the  dollars-and- 
cents  response  at  most  boxoffices  when 
announcements  of  the  Movie  Quiz  contest 
winners  were  made  public  at  some  7,200 
theatres  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Reaction  among  major  circuit  opera- 
tors is  divided.  Paramount  and  Warner 
executives  assert  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  night’s  business  was  better  than 
an  average  Monday  night.  Loew’s,  RKO 
and  National  Theatres  hold  “business 
Monday  night  was  like  any  other  Mon- 
day night.” 

Specifically,  however,  there  appeared 
little  indication  any  business  increase 
could  be  attributed  to  the  handing  out  of 
$250,000  in  cash.  In  other  words,  it  is 
held  a good  break  in  product  could  have 
done  more  at  the  boxoffice.  considering 
the  fact  that  Monday,  February  27,  was 
the  first  day  of  Lent.  In  view  of  this, 
circuits  were  only  showing  ordinary  at- 
tractions. 

It  is  significant  that  nowhere  along 
the  line  was  anyone  able  to  put  his  finger 
on  that  portion  of  the  night’s  business 
where  the  announcements  of  the  quiz 
winners  could  have  shown  a marked  re- 
sult. 

At  the  Warner  home  office,  for  in- 
stance, the  report  was  “better  than  aver- 
age” for  a Monday.  Yet,  February  13, 
Lincoln’s  Birthday,  returned  an  aggre- 
gate noticeably  higher  than  that  of 
February  27,  although  quiz  winner  night 
returns  were  “better  than  many  Mondays.” 
In  view  of  this,  a spokesman  said,  “It  is 
possible  that  we  enjoyed  extra  business, 
(Continued  on  page  18) 


Golden  Jubilee 
Is  Next 

New  York — Now  that  the  Movie  Quiz 
contest  is  officially  over,  those  re- 
sponsible for  Motion  Pictures'  Greatest 
Year  will,  within  the  next  three  or  four 
weeks,  start  formulating  plans  for  a 
Golden  Jubilee  celebration.  It  is 
planned  to  celebrate  the  occasion  in- 
ternationally. 

There  will  be  no  contests  in  the 
jubilee  plans,  the  general  scheme  be- 
ing to  exploit  and  promote  the  develop- 
ment of  motion  pictures  from  their  in- 
ception to  present  day  achievements. 

Spyros  Skouras,  father  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures' Greatest  Year,  again  will  be  ac- 
tive in  furthering  the  goodwill  of  the 
industry  with  the  public. 


New  York — Mrs.  Laura  Carpenter  of 
Barberton,  Ohio,  winner  of  the  second 
prize,  $25,000,  is  a widow. 

* 

Bernard  Smith  of  the  Wall  Street  Club 
won  $10.  He  appeared  in  person  at  the 
Paramount.  Said  he:  “It’s  the  first  time 
I ever  won  a contest.” 

* 

Spyros  Skouras,  in  full  dress,  dropped 
into  the  Roxy  at  8 p.  m.,  for  about  five 
minutes  and  then  went  to  see  “The  Ameri- 
can Way”  with  Mrs.  Skouras. 

* 

Olga  Sardi,  daughter  of  Vincent  Sardi, 
prominent  restaurateur,  walked  off  with 
a $10  prize. 

★ 

Judge  Roberts  of  159  W.  59th  St.,  be- 
lieve it  or  not,  copped  a $10  award. 

★ 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Crapper  of  Brooklyn  was 
among  the  winners. 

* 

Miriam  Lundy,  sister  of  Wanda  Hale, 
one  of  the  film  critics  on  the  Dmly  News, 
nabbed  $500.  She  was  top  prize  money  at 
the  Capitol  and  was  introduced  by  Dan- 
ton  Walker,  Broadway  columnist  of  the 
same  paper,  who  forgot  to  mention  where 
she  works.  She  is  an  executive  of  the 
News.  Appearing  on  the  stage,  she  stam- 
mered, “It’s  the  first  thing  I ever  won  in 
my  life  except  a box  of  snuff.” 

★ 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Fennelly  of 
Brooklyn  announced  the  winners  at  Loew’s 
Metropolitan,  Brooklyn.  Eddie  Dowden 
of  Loew’s  home  office  publicity  department 
was  master  of  ceremonies. 

★ 

Charles  Bowers,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Strand,  did  the  announcing  at  that 
house.  He  failed  to  mention  the  big  win- 
ners were  out-of-towners.  He  was  plenty 
nervous  because  of  the  tongue-twisting 
names,  250  of  which  he  read  off. 


Denver,  where  Bank  Night  and  chain 
letters  originated,  was  the  home  of  a 
$2,000  winner.  She  was  Betty  Finch. 

★ 

J.  Howell  Talley,  one  of  the  two  $10,000 
winners  and  from  Birmingham,  caused 
quite  a bit  of  concern  at  the  Roxy.  A man 
by  the  same  name,  from  the  south,  works 
at  the  theatre. 

* 

Tliis  happened  at  drive  headquarters,  at 
precisely  6 p.  m.  A telegram  was  received 
bearing  the  following  message:  “Your  tele- 
gram of  February  26  to  manager  Rex  The- 
atre, Labelle,  Mo.,  is  undelivered.  Rex 
Theatre  destroyed  by  fire.  Signed  Western 
Union  Service,  69  Hudson  St.,  N.  Y.” 

★ 

Harold  B.  Fi'anklin,  who,  by  that  time, 
had  become  a specialist  in  fires,  among 
other  things,  donned  his  rubber  hat  and 

(Continued  on  page  18) 


They  Cut  Into  the 
Cake,  Too 

New  York — At  least  11  doctors  figure 
in  the  thousands  of  $10  winners  in  the 
quiz  contest.  They  were  pretty  well 
scattered  around  the  country,  as  this 
partial  list  demonstrates: 

They  are  William  R.  Stovall,  assist- 
ant chief,  medical  section.  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Authority,  Washington;  L.  E. 
Arnold,  Dallas;  Joseph  F.  Pacelli,  New 
York;  A.  Lane  Eliason,  New  Orleans; 
Eugene  E.  Brezany  jr.,  St.  Louis;  J.  Rex 
School,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.;  S.  H.  Wen- 
der,  department  of  biochemistry,  Emory 
University,  Ga,;  Leonard  G.  Vatter, 
Chicago;  George  J.  Edam,  Lakewood, 
Ohio;  B.  F.  Riley  jr.,  Thomason,  Ga.; 
Robert  H.  Williams,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
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Harry  Cohn  congratulates 
Frank  Capra  for  winning  again 
the  Award  for  Best  Direction 


★ THE  PUBLIC  WILL  THANK 
EXHIBITORS  WHO  RE-BOOK  ITI 


JEAN  LIONEL  JAMES  EDWARD 

THUR  • BARRYMORE  STEWART  ARNOLI 


MISCHA  AUER  • ANN  MILLER 

Based  on  the  Pulitzer  Prize  Play  by  GEORGE 
5.  KAUFMAN  & MOSS  HART  • Screen  play 
Robert  Riskin  • Directed  by  FRANK  CAPRA 


How  Thei]  Fared  in 
Boxoffice  Record 

(Continued  from  page  11) 

the  trophy  winners.  Likewise,  no  inde- 
pendent company  found  a place  in  the 
awards. 

The  quintet  is  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You,”  declared  best  for  October;  “Boys 
Town,”  which  took  similar  honors  in  Sep- 
tember; “The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood” 
(Warner),  which  scored  for  May;  “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime  Band”  (20th-Fox),  which 
outdistanced  all  others  for  August;  and 
“Snow  Wlhte  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs” 
(RKO) , top  boxoffice  attraction  in  Feb- 
ruary, last  year. 

In  the  short  subject  division,  “That 
Mothers  May  Live”  (M-G-M)  one-reeler, 
was  the  Short  of  the  Week  in  Boxoffice 
for  May  28.  Two  other  shorts  were  highly 
praised  by  the  publication’s  reviewers, 
“The  Declaration  of  Independence”  CVita- 
phone)  two-reeler  was  commented  upon 
thusly  on  October  15:  “It  is  something  for 
exhibitors  to  take  pride  in  showing  . . . The 
subject  is  beautifully  mounted  and  traces 
incidents  leading  up  to  the  signing  of  the 
Declaration,  mostly  factual,  in  admirable 
fashion.”  As  for  “Ferdinand  the  Bull” 
(RKO),  which  rated  tops  in  the  cartoon 
division,  Boxoffice  on  October  29  said: 
“.  . . technically  excellent  and  can  be 
counted  on  to  delight  not  only  the  follow- 
ers of  Disney’s  creations  but  also  those 
who  became  devotees  of  Ferdinand  and  his 
pacifistic  tendencies.” 

Topped  “Favorites”  Poll 

Spencer  Tracy,  who  was  given  the  Oscar 
for  his  performance  in  “Boys  Town,”  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  the 
All-American  Favorites  poll  conducted  for 
Boxoffice  Barometer.  Miss  Davis,  who  was 
accoladed  for  her  outstanding  work  in 
“Jezebel,”  took  13th  place  in  the  same  poll 
and  found  herself  heading  the  “runner- 
up”  division.  Mickey  Rooney,  who  with 
Deanna  Dm'bin  was  given  special  awards 
by  the  Academy  for  their  contributions  to 
the  screen,  rated  fifth  and  Miss  Durbin 
ran  a close  sixth. 

Walt  Disney  was  given  a signal  honor 
for  his  production  of  “Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  making  two  separate 
awards  bestowed  upon  him.  He  is  the  only 
person  to  be  given  two  Oscars. 

Others  receiving  awards  for  “bests”  in- 
cluded Fay  Bainter  for  her  support  in 
“Jezebel.”  Miss  Bainter  was  listed  in  the 
Medalist  Division  of  the  “All-American 
Favorites”  in  Barometer. 

Dore  Schary  and  Eleanore  Griffin  were 
awarded  an  Oscar  for  the  best  original 
story,  “Boys  Town.” 

Walter  Brennan  was  named  the  man 
who  delivered  the  best  supporting  role. 
Tire  honor  was  bequeathed  upon  him  for 
his  work  in  “Kentucky”  (20th  Century- 
Fox)  . 

George  Bernard  Shaw,  W.  P.  Lipscomb, 
Cecil  Lewis  and  Ian  Dalrymple  were 
awarded  Oscars  for  screenplay  and  adap- 
tation of  “Pygmalion”  (M-G-M).  Shaw 


378  Bills  Face 
The  Industry 

New  York — Anti-industry  legislation 
since  January  1 total  378  bills  in  42 
states,  a checkup  reveals.  This  is  ex- 
clusive of  measures  in  the  congres- 
sional hopper. 

The  figure  compares  with  275  bills  in- 
troduced in  1938.  However,  1938  was 
an  "off  year,”  in  that  most  states  were 
not  in  regular  session,  confining  their 
activities  to  special  sessions. 


did  the  screenplay,  the  others  handled  the 
adaptation. 

Joseph  Ruttenberg  walked  off  with  the 
coveted  prize  for  cinematography  in  “The 
Great  Waltz”  (M-G-M). 

Carl  Weil,  who  handled  the  art  direction 
for  “The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood,” 
Ralph  Dawson,  the  film  editor,  and  Eric 
Wolfgang  Komgold,  who  wrote  the  original 
musical  score  all  received  awards  for  being 
the  best  in  their  divisions. 

T.  Moulton  came  through  with  the  best 
sound  recording  in  “The  Cowboy  and  the 
Lady.” 

Ralph  Rainger  and  Leo  Robin,  who  wrote 
“Thanks  for  the  Memory”  for  “The  Big 
Broadcast  of  1938”  (Paramount)  scam- 
pered off  with  Oscars  for  the  best  musical 
composition  of  the  year. 

Alfred  Newman  took  the  prize  for  best 
scoring  in  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band.” 

The  boxoffice  score  in  Boxoffice  Barom- 
eter for  the  11  features  shows  that  “Snow 
White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs”  led  the  list 
by  a wide  margin,  scoring  205  per  cent. 
The  picture  not  only  led  the  Academy 
winners,  but  also  topped  any  other  film 
released  in  1938. 

“Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band”  was  sec- 
ond with  190  per  cent,  and  “You  Can’t 
Take  It  With  You,”  155  per  cent.  “The 
Adventures  of  Robin  Hood”  and  “Boys 
Town”  tied  for  fourth  place,  each  with 
150  per  cent  rating.  Both  “The  Cowboy 
and  the  Lady”  and  “The  Great  Waltz” 
scored  120  per  cent.  “Jezebel”  tallied  110 
per  cent  and  “The  Big  Broadcast  of  1938,” 
102  per  cent. 

Many  of  the  pictures  mentioned  are  still 
being  shown  around  the  country,  but  the 
greater  majority  have  already  played  off 
all  first-run  possibilities.  “Kentucky”  and 
“Pygmalion”  are  not  listed  in  the  Barom- 
eter ratings.  The  general  release  date  for 
the  first  picture  was  December  24  and 
the  second  is  now  being  shown  in  key 
cities. 

Hal  B.  Wallis,  studio  head  at  Warner, 
was  given  the  Irving  Thalberg  Memorial 
Award  for  the  most  consistent  high  quality 
of  production.  Harry  M.  Warner,  presi- 
dent of  the  company  bearing  his  name, 
was  awarded  a special  scroll  for  his 
patriotic  service  in  producing  historical 
shorts. 


A Girl  to  Schlozmans 

Kansas  City — Mrs.  Morris  Schlozman 
presented  Morris  with  a daughter,  Elaine 
Rae,  their  first  child,  at  the  St.  Joseph 
Hospital  here  last  Saturday.  He  is  busi- 
ness manager  of  Boxoffice. 


Schaefer  Disagrees 
On  Wanger  Stand 

New  York — Walter  Wanger  believes  the 
production  code  ought  to  be,  and  will  be, 
changed  to  meet  new  conditions.  George 
J.  Schaefer,  president  of  RKO,  disagrees 
and  comes  to  the  defense  of  the  instru- 
ment which,  with  its  sharpened  teeth,  has 
been  in  effect  in  Hollywood  since  1934. 

Wanger’s  criticism  is  based  on  shifting 
political  and  economic  conditions  which  he 
maintains  cannot  be  reflected  in  current 
product  because  the  code  hampers  any 
such  endeavor.  About  that,  Schaefer  de- 
clares there  is  notliing  in  the  code  which 
denies  anyone  the  opportunity  to  make 
“a  patriotic  film,  but  that  when  propa- 
ganda or  controversial  themes  are  dis- 
seminated under  the  guise  of  patriotic 
films,  the  problem  becomes  a different 
one.” 

And  further: 

“The  motion  picture  producer  should 
have  the  right  to  make  politically  con- 
troversial pictures  if  he  chooses  to  do  so, 
but  he  should  make  them  with  his  own 
money  and  show  them  in  his  own  theatres. 
If  he  chooses  to  be  a propagandist  for 
any  cause  he  has  that  right,  but  he  has 
no  right  to  use  his  stockholders’  money 
for  that  purpose  unless  they  are  aware 
of  and  in  accord  with  his  ideas;  but  they 
or  he  have  no  right  to  foist  personal  opin- 
ions upon  the  paying  public  under  the 
guise  of  entertainment. 

“The  right  of  free  speech  and  a free 
press  is  a fundamental  of  our  democracy 
and  this  constitutional  right  can  and 
should  be  interpreted  to  include  a free 
screen.  But  the  privilege  of  a free  screen 
caiTies  with  it  the  responsibility  of  pre- 
serving it.  If  a producer  chooses  to  use 
the  motion  picture  instead  of  the  news- 
paper, the  pamphlet  or  other  media  for 
the  expression  of  his  ideas,  that  is  his 
right  and  I would  be  the  last  to  deny  it, 
but  this  privilege  does  not  include  the 
right  to  smuggle  in  propaganda  to  those 
who  have  paid  their  admission  for  enter- 
tainment. By  all  means,  Mr.  Wanger,  or 
any  other  producer,  should  be  permitted 
to  make  all  the  controversial  films  he 
wants  but  he  should  produce  them  with 
his  own  money  and  exhibit  them  in  his 
own  theatres.  It  is  the  privilege  of  any 
American  to  ‘hire  a hall.’  ” 


Anti-Monopoly  Tactics 
May  Undergo  Change 

(Continued  from  page  6) 
partment  of  justice  negotiates  a consent- 
decree  compromise,  it  in  effect  places  the 
seal  of  approval  upon  the  practices  in- 
volved therein  and  to  some  extent  fore- 
closes itself  from  bringing  suits  based  on 
such  practices. 

However,  it  is  said,  if  the  compromise 
is  developed  by  a third  party  the  de- 
partment could  accept  it  as  a satisfactory 
settlement  of  the  particular  case  involved 
without  committing  itself  to  approval  of 
any  particular  practice. 
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Thank  You  Again 


Management 
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No  Boxoffice  Lift 
From  Film  Quiz 

(Continued  from  page  14) 

but  it  is  not  practical  to  estimate  how 
much  and  why.  It  was  not  big.” 

At  Paramount,  it  was  said  there  was 
not  a sufficient  increase  to  attribute  to 
the  announcement.  The  figures  for  the 
circuit  showed  slightly  better  than  the 
same  day  last  year.  The  feeling  here  was 
that  “some  value”  was  attached  to  the 
cash  announcements,  but  this  was  diffi- 
cult to  measure  in  dollars  and  cents.  One 
executive  put  it  this  way,  “I  can’t  say  it 
meant  a helluva  lot.” 

“It  was  just  another  night”  for  RKO, 
according  to  a top  executive  of  the  cir- 
cuit. Here  it  was  felt  the  broadcast  on 
Sunday  evening,  one  night  prior  to  the 
theatre  announcements,  by  Walter  Win- 
chell,  who  said  the  big  winners  were  in 
California  and  Ohio,  respectively,  “did 
not  help.”  The  thought  was  that  those 
who  might  have  believed  they  were  among 
the  top  money  winners  automatically  shut 
off  all  interest  from  this  point  on,  inso- 
far as  theatre  attendance  was  concerned. 

Executives  at  Loew’s  and  National  The- 
atres did  not  receive  any  encouraging 
messages  from  the  field  the  night  the 
winners  were  announced  or  the  day  after. 
National  had  the  $50,000  winner,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  C.  Benincasa,  of  San  Francisco, 
appear  at  the  Fox,  in  the  same  town.  No 
unusual  excitement  was  reported  by  Arch 
Bowles,  zone  head. 

Loew’s  and  M.  A.  Shea  both  had  Mrs. 
Laura  W.  Carpenter  of  Barberton,  Ohio, 
appear  at  the  State  and  Colonial  in  Akron. 
She  won  the  second  award  of  $25,000  and, 
in  both  instances,  the  circuits  reported  no 
startling  repercussions  at  the  boxoffices. 

“Fair,”  “Ordinary,”  “Mild” 

General  opinion  among  important  inde- 
pendent circuit  operators  m this  area  was 
that  business  was  “fair,”  “ordinary”  and 
“mild.”  Particularly  so  at  Randforce’s 
Maspeth,  Maspeth,  where  Conrad  James 
drew  the  top  prize  of  $5,000  for  the  eastern 
sector.  There  was  a flurry  of  excitement 
as  far  as  newspapers  and  cameramen  were 
concerned,  but  not  among  the  paying  ele- 
ment. 

An  executive  of  Randforce,  echoing  the 
opinion  of  others  here,  contended  the  the- 
atre was  not  able  to  take  advantage  of 
publicity  bonanza  in  that  too  much 
secrecy  surrounded  the  amounts  of  money 
prospective  winners  were  to  receive. 

Of  the  five  national  $2,000  prize  winners 
the  only  one  in  the  entire  east  was  a New 
Yorker,  Helen  Beane  Faxon.  There  were 
ten  $1,000  winners,  of  which  there  was 
two  in  this  area.  The  south  scored  two 
$10,000  places,  one  to  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  the  other  to  Nashville.  There  were 
eight  $500  winners  in  the  metropolitan 
New  York  area;  11  in  the  $250  class,  and 
29  at  $100. 

Business  along  Broadway  was  the  usual 
Monday  night  take  with  the  exception  of 
the  Strand  where  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter,”  unleashed  by  the  N.  Y.  State 
Board  of  Regents  and  Kay  Kyser  almost 


Oddities  in  the  Quiz 


(Continued  from  page  14) 
made  for  the  Missouri  list  of  winners.  He 
discovered  that  Labelle,  Mo.,  did  not  have 
a winner  and  promptly  dropped  the  matter. 
* 

Between  sandwiches  and  La  Bella  Co- 
rona cigars,  Franklin  was  interrupted  by 
a telephone  call  from  a Brooklyn  manager. 
The  call  was  to  the  effect  the  manager 
was  unable  to  locate  the  winner  of  a $10 
prize  for  his  theatre.  The  manager  said 
he  had  gone  to  the  address  given  by  the 
contestant,  only  to  find  that  said  address 
was  a local  cemetery. 

Franklin  dropped  the  sandwich,  but  held 
on  to  the  cigar  and  announced  to  all  with- 
in ear  shot  there  was  no  cause  for  concern; 
that  the  winner,  in  due  course,  would  un- 
doubtedly show  up  for  the  prize  money. 


During  a lull  in  the  proceedings  at 
headquarters,  someone  with  a statistical 
mind  figured  out  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Benincasa, 
winner  of  the  $50,000  prize  would  have 
to  cough  up  $15,000  to  the  government. 

Mrs.  Benincasa  is  from  San  Francisco. 
But  when  it  developed  she  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  it  also  developed,  conversation- 
wise,  that  even  $35,000  for  a native  from 
Brooklyn  would  make  a good  independent 
feature. 

* 

Among  the  $10  winners  was  Wynne  Fon- 
taine, 28  West  26th  St.,  Apt.  7-D. 

* 

John  A.  Gunther,  not  the  author  of 
“Inside  Europe,”  or  maybe  it  is,  of  1962 
Anthony  Ave.,  the  Bronx,  copped  a ten 
spot.  If  he  lives  in  the  Bronx,  he  wouldn’t 
be  writing  about  Europe,  wagged  one  wag. 


brought  a full  house.  This  theatre  had 
only  six  $10  winners,  several  of  whom  ap- 
peared in  person,  but  not  on  the  stage. 

The  Roxy,  instead  of  calling  off  the 
names,  listed  a $250  winner,  one  $100  and 
eight  $10  winners  on  a bulletin  board  in 
the  rotunda.  Don  Baker,  organist  at  the 
Paramount  called  off  nine  winners  at  the 
Paramount,  six  of  whom  appeared  and 
were  photographed  for  the  newsreel. 
Among  them  was  a 500  winner. 

At  the  Capitol,  there  were  11  winners, 
one  won  $500,  another  $250,  another  $100 
and  then  eight  $10.  At  the  Rivoli,  there 
were  two  $100  winners  and  six  who  won 
$10.  The  Music  Hall  took  no  cognizance 
of  the  contest  winners.  No  big  winners 
were  scheduled  for  the  theatre. 

At  MPAYBE  headquarters,  Harold  B. 
Franklin,  campaign  administrator,  had  in- 
stalled five  extra  telephones  to  accommo- 
date what  he  thought  would  be  a rush  of 
calls  to  clear  up  matters  that  even  the 
best  laid  plans  had  not  anticipated. 

This  effort  turned  out  to  be  wholly  un- 
necessary. Because  by  8:40  p.  m.  Eastern 
Standard  Time,  which  was  sufficient  time 
for  every  theatre  in  the  country  to  an- 
nounce the  awards,  not  a single  trouble 
call  had  been  received.  There  was  one 
semi-frantic  appeal  from  a lower  Manhat- 
tan theatre  manager  who  said  his  house 
was  bulging  with  patrons,  yet  he  was  with- 
out a list  of  winners. 

A checkup  was  immediately  instituted 
and  it  developed  the  circuit  operating  this 
theatre  had  not  paid  its  pledge  money  in 
full.  Since  this  automatically  relieved  the 
contest  officials  from  responsibility,  the 
theatre  had  no  valid  recom'se.  However, 
in  deference  to  the  circuit  operators, 
Franklin  released  a list  of  awards,  which 
revealed  the  theatre  housed  a $10  winner. 

Beginning  from  the  beginning,  Franklin 
was  loud  in  his  praise  for  the  conduct  of 
those  who  were  aware  of  the  names  of 
the  prize  winners  as  early  as  February  17, 
yet  tenaciously  prevented  this  informa- 
tion from  leaking  out.  These  were  certain 
officials  of  the  Chemical  Bank  and  Trust 
Co.,  cii’cuit  field  representatives,  members 
of  campaign  headquarters  secretarial  staff 
and  others. 

From  John  J.  Cunliffe,  manager  of  the 
Times  Square  branch  of  Chemical  Bank, 
who  spent  the  entire  evening  with  Frank- 


( Continued  from  page  8) 
occasionally  the  grim  realities  that 
face  us  every  day,  and  if  we  cannot 
find  a pleasant  surcease  at  the 
movies,  we  will  find  it  some  place 
else.  So,  I would  ask  Wanger  and 
the  other  Hollywood  producers  for 
their  own  sakes  as  well  as  ours  not 
to  become  too  serious  in  their  ef- 
forts to  uplift  and  educate  us." 

More  fog  on  the  same  spy  glass, 
it  seems.  No  one  can,  or  does,  ques- 
tion the  escape  which  films  at  large 
provide.  No  on  can,  or  does,  ques- 
tion their  need.  But,  also,  no  one 
has  suggested  any  turning  away 
from  the  escapist  film  entirely 
as  Miss  Cameron  seems  to  believe 
Wanger  intends.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
the  producer  made  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  place  of  the  escapist 
film  quite  clear.  He  simply  feels  that 
they  should  not  stop  there. 


tin  in  his  office,  it  was  learned  that  about 
6,000  bank  officials,  in  about  4,000  branches 
located  in  about  2,500  cities  and  towns  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  participated 
in  personally  delivering  the  lists  of  winners 
to  respective  theatres. 

The  bank’s  Philadelphia  branch  alone 
contacted  115  theatres.  In  New  York’s 
metropolitan  area  there  were  648  win- 
ners. These  were  concentrated  in  about 
300  theatres.  All  but  three  were  in  the 
$10  to  $500  category.  The  highest  prize 
in  this  area,  that  of  $5,000,  went  to  Conrad 
James  of  Maspeth,  L.  I.  A $2,000  award 
went  to  Helen  Beane  Faxon  of  Manhat- 
tan. Birdie  Jackson  of  Astoria,  L.  I., 
received  a $1,000  prize. 

Final  determination  of  which  theatre 
would  get  the  advantage  of  presenting  the 
winner  rested  on  the  house  in  which  the 
winning  contestant  saw  the  majority  of 
quiz  pictures.  In  most  instances,  con- 
testants divided  their  quiz  picture  con- 
sumption over  more  than  one  local  house. 
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GOLDWYN,  SUING  DA,  CHARGES  BREACH  OF 
CONTRACT;  DEMANDS  NON-EXCLDSIVE  DEAL 


Studios  Ahead  or  Schedules; 
Finish  300  of  471  Listed 


Silverstone  Statement 
Indicates  Fight  to 
Finish  Impending 

New  York — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  filed 
a suit  against  United  Artists  seeking  can- 
cellation of  the  present  exclusive  contract, 
which  runs  until  1946,  and  reinstatement 
of  his  previous  non-exclusive  contract,  un- 
der which  he  was  committed  to  deliver  two 
features  annually  to  the  company  and 
others  elsewhere  if  he  so  desired.  The 
producer,  however,  never  exercised  that 
right  imder  the  old  deal. 

The  action  brings  into  the  open  the 
smouldering  fight  at  the  recent  stock- 
holders’ meeting  in  Hollywood,  and  finds 
Goldwyn,  who  is  one-fifth  owner,  facing 
the  combined  opposition  of  Mary  Pick- 
ford,  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Charles  Chaplin 
and  Alexander  Korda,  who  represent  the 
remaining  80  per  cent. 

Goldwyn  for  some  time  is  understood  to 
have  felt  he  was  not  being  rewarded  in 
proportion  to  his  activity  as  a producer  as 
compared  with  the  non-producing  activi- 
ties of  other  member  owners,  notably  Pick- 
ford,  Chaplin  and  Fairbanks. 

Is  Formal  Legal  Action 

With  formal  legal  action  taken  in  the 
form  of  a move  for  a declaratory  judg- 
ment and  the  serving  of  summons  and 
complaint  on  Edward  C.  Raftery,  secre- 
tary of  the  UA  corporation,  Murray  Sil- 
verstone, head  of  the  company’s  world- 
wide operations  and  speaking  for  the 
corporation  and  all  owner  members  aside 
from  Goldwyn,  makes  it  clear  that  it  is  a 
fight  to  the  finish.  In  his  statement,  Sil- 
verstone says  that  Goldwyn  bases  his  ac- 
tion on  three  grounds; 

First,  that  UA  breached  the  contract  by 
consenting  to  the  formation  by  Korda  and 
Fairbanks  of  separate  producing  com- 
panies “to  facilitate  production  of  pic- 
tures by  them  for  release  through  us.” 
Goldwyn  claims  this  consent  given  to  two 
stockholders  constitutes  breach  of  his  con- 
tract, charging  that  the  consent  was  given 
over  his  objections. 

The  second  deals  with  Korda’s  agree- 
ment, which  Goldwyn  asserts  gives  UA 
Korda’s  services  exclusively.  However, 
Goldwyn  claims  Korda  has  become  inter- 
ested in  other  production  in  England,  with 
UA’s  consent,  and  that  this  constitutes 
another  breach  of  the  Goldwyn  pact. 

Third  is  Goldwyn’s  claims  that  UA  per- 
mitted Korda  to  dispose  of  some  of  his 
pictures  in  Spain  directly,  rather  than 
through  UA.  Silverstone  countercharges 
with  the  statement  that  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, Goldwyn  demanded  a voting  trust  to 
give  him  control;  that  other  stockholders 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


Hollywood — A current  smwey  of  the 
production  scene  shows  that  only  an  ap- 
proximate 35  per  cent  of  the  features  an- 
nounced for  making  by  the  various  major 
companies  for  the  1938-39  season  are  still 
to  be  made — revealing  that  the  studios 
are,  for  the  most  part,  well  ahead  of 
schedule  and  slated  to  coast  in  easily  be- 
fore the  season  ends  early  in  August.  Of 
471  features  announced,  300  have  been 
completed,  with  46  more  in  work  and  an- 
other half-dozen  slated  for  starts  this 
week.  This  comfortable  margin  was  gained 
largely  through  several  weeks  of  concen- 
trated, over-normal  production  late  in 
1938  and  virtually  complete  elimination  of 
the  slump  which  hit  the  industry  early 
last  year. 

The  situation,  studio  by  studio,  is  as 
follows : 

Columbia — Announced  56  features;  has 
completed  24;  has  four  in  work. 

Metro — Announced  52  pictures;  has 
completed  37;  has  ten  in  production, 
bringing  the  plant  within  striking  distance 
of  completion  of  its  entire  program. 

Monogram — Announced  42  films;  has  37 
in  the  cans;  is  shooting  three  more,  leav- 
ing but  two  to  be  made. 

Paramount — Listed  55  features  on  the 
1938-39  schedule;  has  completed  44;  eight 
others  are  in  production.  Remaining: 
Only  three. 

Republic — Scheduled  55,  27  of  which  are 
completed,  with  four  others  in  work. 
Studio  spokesmen  pointed  out  that  when 


“Man  of  Conquest,”  the  company’s  big 
effort  for  the  year,  is  finished,  the  studio 
will  bear  down  on  the  unfinished  bal- 
ance of  the  quota  and  anticipates  no  dif- 
ficulty in  remaining  well  under  schedule. 

RKO  Radio — Announced  a flexible 
schedule  of  from  42  to  48  films.  Of  these 
31  are  finished  and  three  more  are 
shooting. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox — Slated  54  for 
the  1938-39  schedule.  Forty-four  have 
been  completed  and  six  others  are  in  pro- 
duction, leaving  the  Westwood  plant  only 
four  more  to  make. 

Universal — Has  completed  25  of  an  an- 
nounced 40.  An  additional  quartet  are  in 
work. 

Warner — Has  turned  out  42  of  a 52-pic- 
ture total  and  is  virtually  finished  for  the 
season,  having  eight  more  on  sound  stages. 

United  Artists — Of  a minimum  of  20  an- 
nounced for  delivery  by  UA’s  various  pro- 
duction units,  11  have  been  completed  and 
another  is  in  production.  Hal  Roach  has 
delivered  two  out  of  four  and  has  another 
one  in  the  cutting  rooms.  Selznick  In- 
ternational cleaned  up  its  UA  deal,  calling 
for  two  pictures,  by  shipping  off  “Made 
for  Each  Other.”  “Gone  With  the  Wind,” 
for  M-G-M  release,  is  scheduled  for  1939- 
40  release.  Samuel  Goldwyn,  slated  to 
make  from  three  to  four,  has  finished  two. 
Walter  Wanger,  with  six  on  schedule,  has 
completed  a pair.  Edward  Small,  set  to 
deliver  four,  has  completed  two  and  has 
another  in  work. 
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Turn  over  for 
news  of  a swell 
TOP  FEATURE 
for  any  house.. 
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TOP  FEATURE  the  screen  s No.  1 family 
...ballyhoo  the  Bumsteads!  Get  ready 
to  give  everything  youVe  got  to  the 
swellest  audience  comedy  that  ever  set 
a showman’s  box-office  zooming!  Big- 
ger than  the  first  ‘‘Blondie . .better  than 
the  best  of  the  down-to-earth  shows! 


BLONDIE  as  played  by 

PENNY  SINGLETON 


Based  upon  the  Comic  Strip  Created  by  CHIC  YOUNG 

with  SKINNAY  ENNIS  AND  HIS  BAND 

Screen  play  by  Richard  Flournoy  • Directed  by  Frank  R.  Strayer 
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Probe  Theatres  for 
Income  Tax  Case 

New  York — Special  agents  of  the  treas- 
ury department’s  internal  revenue  bureau 
are  understood  to  be  investigating  the 
books  and  records  of  virtually  every  thea- 
tre in  the  country  to  build  its  case  against 
Super  Sports  Attractions  for  alleged  in- 
come tax  evasion  during  1936-37,  Box- 
office  learns  on  unimpeachable  author- 
ity. 

Super  Sports,  headed  by  Jack  Dietz,  has 
handled  almost  exclusively  for  the  past 
few  years  the  more  important  fight  pic- 
tures. Distribution  of  the  Louis-Schmel- 
ing  bout  film  taken  in  the  Yankee  Sta- 
dium two  summers  ago  is  said  to  have 
brought  a staggering  revenue.  Although 
there  is  a federal  law  prohibiting  release 
of  such  pictures  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
state  in  which  they  are  taken,  this  and 
other  of  Super  Sports’  fight  films  have 
shown  up  in  almost  every  state. 

It  is  this  element  that  has  brought  the 
internal  revenue  bureau’s  special  agents 
throughout  the  country  into  the  investi- 
gation. In  lieu  of  a list  of  past  bookings, 
the  agents  are  being  forced  to  approach 
all  theatres.  To  complicate  matters,  all 
out-of-town  bookings  for  Super  Sports 
films  were  closed  on  a C.O.D.  basis,  it  is 
learned.  The  specific  amounts  paid  for 
each  of  these  runs  is  necessary  for  the 
agents  to  complete  their  case.  In  some 
instances,  theatre  owners  are  reluctant 
to  open  their  books.  They  are,  in  such 
instances,  being  “mildly”  threatened  with 
subpoenas,  it  is  learned. 

The  agent  working  on  the  case  in  this 
area  is  Walter  Fowler.  He  refused  to  dis- 
cuss the  investigation  with  Boxoffice,  on 
the  ground  there  is  a federal  law  pro- 
hibiting such  a procedure. 

New  Delaware  Loew  Suit 
Charging  Conspiracy 

New  York — With  the  filing  of  another 
minority  stockholder  suit  in  Wilmington 
against  Loew’s,  comes  the  second  action 
in  the  same  state  against  the  same  defend- 
ants and  charging  a conspiracy  in  the 
formation  of  20th  Century-Fox. 

The  initial  Wilmington  action  was  filed 
by  Harry  Bijur,  attorney  for  three  minority 
stockholders  shortly  after  federal  court 
here  handed  down  a decision  consolidat- 
ing all  the  actions  instituted  and  with 
Emil  K.  Ellis  as  cliief  counsel.  Tlie  latest 
Delaware  suit  has  been  started  by  Arnold 
Herrmann.  Both  allege  a conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  certain  Loew  executives  in 
developing  manpower,  particularly  David 
O.  Selznick,  for  the  subsequent  foiTnation 
of  a new  company. 

None  of  the  stockholders  or  lawyers  in- 
volved in  the  Loew  suit  appeared  at  the 
annual  stockholders’  meeting  'Tuesday 
morning.  There  was  some  surprise,  but 
few  present  knew  an  agreement  had  been 
reached  by  counsel  that  no  one  should 
appear,  or  embarrass  executives  of  the 
company  during  the  pending  litigation. 
Coimsel  for  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  have  be- 
fore Judge  Valente  applications  for  fees. 


Wants  New  Deal — 

Samuel  Goldwyn,  one-fifth 
owner  of  United  Artists, 
who  has  sued  the  company 
for  cancellation  of  his  ex- 
clusive contract  and  rein- 
statement on  non-exclusive 
pact  permitting  production 
of  outside  pictures  if  he 
desires. 

Two  Divisions  for 
GN  Sales  Setup 

Hollywood — Following  the  resignation 
of  Edward  L.  Alperson  as  general  sales 
manager.  E.  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
Grand  National,  has  divided  the  coimtry 
into  two  divisions  with  Sol  Edwards,  who 
has  been  circuit  contact  in  the  east,  now 
sales  manager  for  all  territories  east  of 
Chicago,  and  Morris  Safier,  coast  district 
manager,  now  western  sales  head  with  ex- 
changes from  Chicago  west  under  his 
supervision. 

Edwards  will  continue  to  operate  out  of 
New  York,  while  Safier,  who  has  been 
making  his  headquarters  here,  will  con- 
tinue this  office  in  addition  to  establish- 
ing a second  in  Chicago  where  James 
Winn  is  district  manager. 

Personnel  in  all  branches  is  being  re- 
duced until  a supply  of  product  is  avail- 
able. While  here,  Hammons  has  been  con- 
ferring with  Jack  Skirball,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production,  on  new  pictures 
planned  for  the  next  few  months. 

Hammons  delayed  his  departure  for  the 
east  for  the  product  meetings  and  nego- 
tiations with  outside  producers.  Edwards, 
until  the  new  appointment  was  announced, 
acted  as  temporary  sales  head  for  a week. 
He  had  been  associated  with  Hammons 
for  years  before  joining  GN  about  two 
years  ago. 


Consider  "Mikado" 

New  York — Loew  executives  are  consid- 
ering booking  “The  Mikado”  into  the  Astor 
Theatre,  following  “Pygmalion”  which  con- 
tinues to  hold  up  with  no  signs  of  de- 
parture as  yet  in  sight. 


10  Monogram  Films 
In  Top  Bracket 

New  York — Of  the  30  features,  exclu- 
sive of  16  westerns  which  Monogram  will 
produce  next  season,  ten  will  be  in  the 
top  classifications,  Scott  R.  Dunlap,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production  and  a 
director  of  the  company,  told  Boxoffice 
on  his  arrival  with  Trem  Carr,  producer- 
director,  for  the  annual  board  meeting. 

The  session  featured  the  election  of  Nor- 
ton V.  Ritchey,  foreign  sales  head,  and 
Leon  Fromkess,  treasurer,  to  the  direc- 
torate. The  board  also  approved  the  in- 
creased budget. 

Carr  left  Thursday  for  St.  Louis,  where 
he  visited  his  mother  for  a day.  Dimlap 
departed  Friday  and  both  met  in  Kansas 
City  on  Sunday,  returning  to  Hollywood 
together. 


Johnston  Is  Re-elected; 

Weeks  a Vice-President 

New  York — W.  Ray  Johnston  has  been 
re-named  president  of  Monogram,  with 
George  W.  Weeks  elevated  to  a vice-presi- 
dency, in  charge  of  sales.  Other  vice- 
presidents  are  Scott  R.  Dunlap  in  charge 
of  production  and  Edward  A.  Golden  in 
charge  of  distribution.  Leon  Fromkess  is 
treasurer,  and  Hugh  Davis  his  assistant. 
Ben  Agren  is  comptroller.  Fromkess  and 
Norton  V.  Ritchey,  head  of  foreign  activity, 
were  added  to  the  directorate. 


Goldwyn  Would  Cancel 
United  Artists  Pact 


(Continued  from  page  19) 
considered  this  demand  ridiculous  and 
imanimously  rejected  Goldwyn’s  proposal. 
He  adds  that  the  stockholders  then  of- 
fered to  cancel  Goldwyn’s  contract  to  re- 
lease him  if  he  would  turn  back  to  the 
company  his  stock  interest  “for  which  he 
had  made  no  monetary  payment.”  Silver- 
stone  says  Goldwyn  turned  this  down. 

“The  suit  will  not  have  the  slightest 
effect  on  the  company  or  its  operations  or 
on  the  important  program  of  pictures 
which  it  is  releasing  and  will  release  in 
tile  coming  1939-40  season,”  says  Silver- 
stone.  ‘“The  company  will  adhere  to  its 
established  policy  of  keeping  its  doors  wide 
open  to  all  producers  of  merit  whose 
pictures  will  be  given  the  same  effort  and 
opportimity  as  is  given  to  its  present  pro- 
ducers. Such  pictures  will  be  distributed 
on  the  merit  plan  of  distribution  now  in 
effect.” 

Van  Praag  Forms  Coupon 
Business  in  Albany 

New  York — Morton  Van  Praag,  until 
recently  sales  manager  for  Trailer-Made, 
Inc.,  has  gone  into  business  for  himself. 
He  has  formed  Nationwide  Coupon  Corp. 
in  Albany.  The  company  will  specialize 
in  distribution  of  profit-sharing  coupons 
to  theatres  as  a boxoffice  stimulant. 


22 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


Removal  Expected  Ostrer-Maxwell  Battle  Into 
Of  Excise  Tax  Stage  as  Probe  Nears 


Ottawa — Before  the  month  is  over  the 
Canadian  Parliament  is  expected  to  give 
effect  to  the  abolishment  of  the  three  per 
cent  excise  on  all  articles  of  merchandise 
not  already  included  under  the  scope  of 
the  U.  S. -Canada  trade  agreement  which 
came  into  force  January  1. 

The  removal  of  the  special  excise  tax 
is  to  be  brought  about  when  Hon.  Charles 
Dunning,  minister  of  finance,  tables  the 
1939  budget  in  the  House  of  Commons 
when  the  levy  will  automatically  come  to 
an  end. 

The  move  will  have  the  effect  of  reduc- 
ing the  cost  of  many  lines  imported  from 
the  United  States  and  foreign  countries, 
excepting  the  United  Kingdom  on  the 
goods  from  which  there  is  no  excise  tax. 
There  will  be  a reduction  in  cost  on  ad- 
vertising accessories,  theatre  supplies,  pro- 
jection machines  and  parts,  electrical 
equipment,  printed  matter  and  other 
goods. 

In  the  aggregate,  it  means  a consider- 
able saving  for  exchanges  and  theatres 
but  the  removal  of  the  tax  also  has  the 
effect  of  reducing  British  preference  which 
has  not  been  getting  any  of  the  better  of 
it  at  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment in  recent  months. 


An  Influenza  Epidemic 
In  Eastern  Ontario 

Ottawa — ^An  epidemic  of  a type  of  in- 
fluenza spread  throughout  eastern  Ontario 
with  many  adults  and  juveniles  being  on 
the  sick  list,  one  result  being  reduced 
patronage  at  the  theatres  which  were  not 
called  upon  to  close  by  the  medical  of- 
ficials although  they  gave  repeated  warn- 
ings to  the  people  to  stay  away  from 
crowded  buildings.  The  wave  of  sickness 
became  so  pronounced  at  Cornwall  that 
the  schools  were  ordered  closed  for  the 
week  of  February  27  while  Hawkesbury 
was  another  place  which  was  hard  hit. 

On  top  of  the  ’flu,  exhibitors  in  many 
of  the  smaller  centers  had  to  contend  with 
highways  which  were  blocked  with  snow 
because  of  a succession  of  recent  storms, 
rural  patronage  being  affected  on  this  ac- 
count as  well.  A long  stretch  of  extreme 
cold  also  had  its  effect. 

Recover  Negotiable  Bonds 
Lost  in  Guelph  House 

Toronto — Several  juvenile  patrons  at 
the  Royal  Theatre,  Guelph,  Ont.,  “struck 
it  rich”  when  they  found  a package  of 
four  $100  negotiable  bonds  in  an  empty 
seat.  They  took  them  home  and  were 
about  to  cut  them  up  when  an  adult  recog- 
nized their  financial  purpose. 

When  the  papers  were  turned  over  to 
the  police,  the  latter  believed  they  had  re- 
gained some  of  the  loot  from  a recent  rob- 
bery, but  in  due  course,  Douglas  Stewart, 
an  out-of-town  visitor,  identified  them 
as  his  property.  In  the  meantime  the 
youthful  capitalists  had  been  put  to  bed. 


Montreal — The  war  which  began  two 
years  ago  between  the  Scottish  millionaire 
John  MaxweU  and  the  ascetic  economist 
Isidore  Ostrer  for  control  of  the  huge 
Gaumont  British  Picture  Corp.  has  reach- 
ed a new  stage,  according  to  London’s 
News  Review.  After  a six-month  lull.  Board 
of  Trade  President  Oliver  Stanley  ap- 
pointed an  official  inspector  to  investi- 
gate GB  affairs. 

Through  68  subsidiary  companies  and  22 
associates  GB  controls  more  than  350  pic- 
ture houses  and  cafes,  several  studios  and 
producing  concerns,  and  one  or  two  dis- 
tributing organizations.  Its  share  capital 


Decry  Holidays 


Toronto — Too  many  official  holidays! 
This  is  the  cry  which  has  gone  up  from 
the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  and,  strange 
to  relate,  film  executives  of  the  Ontario 
capital  are  a party  to  the  protest  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Film  Section  of  the  Board. 
They  include  both  exchange  and  theatre 
circuit  officials  as  well  as  representatives 
of  the  independent  exhibitors. 

The  opposition  has  developed  in  con- 
nection with  plans  for  the  program  of 
the  visit  of  the  British  Monarchs  to  the 
Dominion  in  May  and  a petition  has  been 
sent  to  the  government  with  a view  to  con- 
centrating three  holidays  in  the  one  week 
into  one  general  observance  on  Monday, 
May  22,  on  the  groimd  that  the  week’s 
business  will  be  too  much  disrupted  other- 
wise. 

The  present  program  calls  for  a legal 
holiday  on  Saturday,  May  20,  in  observ- 
ance of  the  King’s  Birthday;  followed  by 
a holiday  on  Monday,  May  22,  when  the 
Royal  Couple  are  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
Toronto  and  another  holiday  on  Empire 
Day,  Wednesday,  May  24,  the  latter  hav- 
ing been  observed  as  Queen  Victoria’s 
Birthday  for  generations. 

The  view  is  held  that  the  closing  of 
places  of  business  for  four  out  of  five 
days,  including  the  Sunday,  would  be 
harmful. 

Hearing  in  FP  Action 
Pends  Naming  Judge 

Toronto — The  hearing  of  the  action 
before  the  non-jm-y  session  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  Ontario  by  H.  W.  Phelan, 
shareholder  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  against  the  corporation,  and  trus- 
tees of  Paramount  Publix  Corp.,  for  un- 
stated damages  in  connection  with  the 
exchange  of  shares  nine  years  ago,  has 
been  delayed  pending  the  appointment  of 
a different  judge  to  the  one  who  had  been 
scheduled  to  hear  the  case. 

The  case  is  said  to  hinge  on  the  ex- 
change of  common  shares  of  Famous 
Players  for  Paramount  Publix  following 
the  appointment  of  three  voting  trustees 
for  a large  block  of  the  stock  under  a 
10-year  agreement  which  expires  this 
March. 


and  loan  obligations  total  more  than  £11,- 
000,000;  assets  were  recorded  on  the  last 
balance  sheet  at  over  £13,000,000. 

Under  the  corporation’s  construction, 
preference  shareholders  have  not  voted  in 
policy  so  long  as  their  dividends  are  regu- 
larly paid.  Voting  control  rests  solely  with 
the  £3,000,000  ordinary  shares,  which  are 
divided  into  five  million  ten-shilling  imits 
carrying  one  vote  each,  and  two  million 
five-shilling  “A”  shares  with  one-twentieth 
of  a vote  a piece.  'The  Metropolis  and 
Bradford  Trust,  Ltd.,  owns  2,915,000  shares 
of  the  vital  ordinaries,  and  thus  controls 
the  entire  Gaumont  British  organization. 

Metropolis  and  Bradford  has  a peculiar 
structure  of  its  own.  Its  one  million  eight 
shillings  three  pence  ordinary  shares  bear 
no  voting  powers;  the  remaining  10,000, 
nominally  valued  at  £1  each,  carry  com- 
plete control. 

In  early  1937  Solicitor  Maxwell  ac- 
quired 250,000  of  the  Ostrer  interests’  or- 
dinary Metropolis  shares,  and  was  grant- 
ed an  option  on  5,100  voting  shares.  For 
these  he  paid  £350,000  in  cash,  together 
with  300,000  ordinary  shares  in  his  own 
Associated  British  Picture  Corp. — at  the 
time  worth  about  £266,000. 

But  the  option  was  not  taken  up  and 
control  remained  firmly  in  the  hands  of 
the  Ostrers. 

Disagreeing  on  financial  policy  Maxwell, 
backed  by  three  associate  directors,  op- 
posed the  payment  of  Gaumont’s  preferred 
dividend.  In  the  board  room  tense  clashes 
followed.  By  a majority  of  one  the  pref- 
erence dividend  was  carried. 

Belligerent  shareholders  thereupon  form- 
ed themselves  into  a Committee  and  ap- 
plied for  an  injunction  to  prevent  pay- 
ment of  the  dividend.  Finally  the  court 
ruled  in  favor  of  the  Ostrers,  and  the 
dividend  cheques  went  out. 

Foiled  shareholders  had  another  beat- 
ing at  a stormy  session  a few  months  later, 
when  they  moved  rejection  of  the  accounts. 
In  December,  1937,  they  filed  an  applica- 
tion for  a Board  of  Trade  investigation, 
signed  by  the  necessary  ten  per  cent  of 
shareholders.  Dramatically,  Maxwell  re- 
signed from  the  board. 

Because  a merger  between  Gaumont  Brit- 
ish and  Oscar  Deutsch’s  Odeon  Theatre 
chain  was  being  mooted,  the  Board  of 
Trade  last  year  decided  to  postpone  action 
on  the  appeal  for  an  investigation.  Decid- 
ing that  there  was  no  further  justification 
for  delay,  the  department  last  week  an- 
nounced expert  chartered  accountant  Rus- 
sell Kettle  as  official  investigator. 

Under  the  Companies  Act,  inspector  Ket- 
tle has  power  to  make  officers  and  agents 
of  the  firm  produce  all  books,  records  and 
documents  he  may  require,  and  can  exam- 
ine the  officials  on  oath. 

A new  sniper  has  appeared.  Socialist 
Member  of  Parliament  Tom  Williams  ask- 
ed the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  had  given  “90  per  cent  of  the 
shareholders  of  the  Gaumont  British  Pic- 
ture Corp.  facilities  to  prove  the  malicious 
intent  of  certain  persons  who  had  applied 
for  an  investigation  of  the  company.” 
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Favorable  Report 
On  Conciliation 

Toronto — The  Canadian  Conciliation 
Committee,  chairmaned  by  Leo  M.  De- 
vaney,  Canadian  general  manager  of  RKO 
Radio,  was  congratulated  on  the  “excel- 
lent” nature  of  its  work  during  the  past 
four  months  as  indicated  in  a report  on 
its  activities  presented  at  a general  meet- 
ing of  the  Film  Section  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade  in  the  King  Edward  Hotel 
here.  The  statement  was  read  by  Secre- 
tary F.  D.  Tolchard.  The  report  outlined 
definite  progress  in  the  settlement  of 
claims  over  the  period  and  general  satis- 
faction was  expressed  at  the  committee’s 
record  by  those  who  attended  the  closed 
meeting. 

Consideration  was  given  during  a por- 
tion of  the  program  to  the  trade  practice 
program  which  is  being  proposed  in  the 
United  States  and  the  reported  consensus 
of  opinion  was  that  the  advantages  to  be 
gained  by  the  negotiations  would  be  pecu- 
liarly beneficial  to  the  U.  S.  industry  but 
would  not  be  applicable  to  foreign  coun- 
tries including  Canada. 

Following  the  meeting,  the  comment  was 
made  unofficially  that  independent  ex- 
hibitors in  the  Dominion  might  take  some 
exception  to  the  reference  of  questions  to 
New  York  head  offices  by  Canadian  film 
exchange  representatives  but  trade  con- 
ditions in  Canada  were  regarded  so  much 
in  contrast  with  the  general  situation  in 
the  States  that  a standardized  policy  of 
trade  procedure  in  the  U.  S.  might  not  be 
suitable  outside  of  that  country. 

T.  J.  Bragg,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  presided 
at  the  meeting  as  chairman  of  the  Board’s 
Film  Section,  the  attendance  representing 
all  branches  of  the  business. 


A Sudbury  Flood  Control 
Job  to  Cost  $300^000 

Ottawa — According  to  a survey  by  the 
Canadian  government,  the  cost  of  works 
to  control  Nolin  Creek,  which  rims 
through  Sudbury,  will  amount  to  $300,000 
of  which  one-third  each  is  to  be  paid  by 
the  federal,  provincial  and  municipal  gov- 
ernments as  a project  to  prevent  further 
flooding  of  sections  of  Sudbury  at  differ- 
ent times  during  the  year. 

This  project  is  of  direct  interest  for  the 
erection  of  a new  theatre  in  Sudbury  on 
property  adjacent  to  the  creek,  to  take 
care  of  which  a concrete  tunnel  has  al- 
ready been  built  at  the  theatre  site,  al- 
though the  flood  control  system  wiU  start 
a considerable  distance  away  from  this 
point  with  a dam  to  hold  back  the  water 
of  Kelly  Lake.  The  theatre  itself,  which  is 
to  be  built  by  J.  Cohen  at  a cost  of  $100,- 
000,  win  get  under  way  at  the  conclusion 
of  winter,  from  plans  drawn  by  Jay  I. 
English,  Toronto. 

Robert  Stevens,  owner  of  the  Regent 
Theatre,  Sudbury,  has  also  started  the  en- 
largement of  his  theatre,  whUe  plans  have 
been  announced  for  the  erection  of  still 
another  cinema  there.  There  are  already 
three  theatres  in  operation  in  Sudbury,  a 
city  of  27,000. 


Trenton^  On/.#  to  Get 
A New  Film  Theatre 

Ottawa  — A large  garage  building  at 
Trenton,  Ont.,  occupied  by  Wright  Motors, 
has  been  sold  to  an  undisclosed  purchaser 
for  the  purpose  of  converting  it  into  a 
film  theatre. 

Trenton,  with  a population  of  6,300,  al- 
ready has  two  theatres.  One  is  the  Trent, 
seating  708,  a unit  of  the  Famous  Players’ 
chain,  and  the  other  is  the  Capitol,  with 
528  seats,  owned  by  Gilbert  W.  Martin. 


„ O ¥ T A W A 


^HE  AVALON  THEATRE,  under  the 

direction  of  Chris  Holmes,  has  an- 
nounced a new  policy  of  three  program 
changes  weekly,  new  shows  starting  Mon- 
day, Wednesday  and  Friday.  With  a single 
feature  playing  the  last  two  days  of  the 
week;  there  will  be  a revival  attraction 
after  the  last  regular  show  Friday  night. 
Programs  were  formerly  changed  twice 
weekly. 

Lloyd  Mills,  new  manager  at  the  Elgin 
Theatre,  made  a start  by  holding  over 
"Made  for  Each  Other”  for  a second  week. 
Incidentally,  Mills  was  accorded  a friendly 
welcome  to  the  Canadian  Capital  by  the 
opposition  managers. 

Second  of  the  series  of  features  booked 
from  Grand  National  Films,  Ltd.,  to  be 
played  by  Don  Stapleton  at  the  Center 
Theatre  was  “Cipher  Bureau.”  Stapleton 
also  has  been  doing  business  with  another 
independent  exchange.  Colonial  Pictures. 

The  Capitol  Theatre  had  one  of  the  two 
concurrent  Canadian  first  runs  of  "Idiot’s 
Delight”  during  the  past  week,  the  attrac- 
tion also  playing  the  Palace  Theatre  at 
Montreal  where  Norma  Shearer  was  born 


. . . "The  Beachcomber”  played  its  second 
local  run  on  a double  bill  at  the  Cartier 
Theatre  where  Manager  Maynard  reported 
good  business. 

Oscar  O’Shea,  formerly  of  the  Embassy 
Theatre,  is  a member  of  the  cast  of  “In- 
vitation to  Happiness,”  a coming  Para- 
mount feature  starring  Fred  MacMurray 
and  Irene  Dunne.  He  is  a brother  of 
Stan  O’Shea,  Ottawa  businessman,  and 
many  friends  are  looking  forward  to  see- 
ing Oscar  on  the  screen. 

Mardi  Gras,  a festive  occasion  for 
French  Canadians,  saw  good  attendance  at 
theatres  in  Ottawa  and  Hull  with  Les 
Habitants  in  holiday  mood.  The  start  of 
the  Lenten  season  brought  a drop  in 
patronage,  but  there  will  be  a jump  in  at- 
tendance for  St.  Patrick’s  Day  when 
abstinence  from  amusements  will  be 
broken  for  the  Saint’s  day. 

Barney  Sierolawski,  Ottawa  artist,  has 
completely  transformed  the  foyer  of  the 
Avalon  Theatre  with  the  installation  of  a 
garden  setting  which  is  overlooked  by  a 
French  window  and  the  placing  of  life- 
size  portraits  of  leading  screen  stars. 


British  Film  Plight 
Worries  a Paper 

Hamilton,  Ont. — “Something  seems  to  be 
strangely  wrong  with  the  film  industry  in 
England,”  says  the  Hamilton  Review, 
pointing  out  that  “most  critics  agree  that 
1938  was  really  a good  year,  so  far  as  the 
quality  of  English  films  is  concerned.” 

The  newspaper  contends  “a  number  of 
genuine  successes  were  turned  out,  such 
as  ‘Divorce  of  Lady  X,’  ‘Action  for  Slan- 
der,’ ‘South  Riding,’  ‘To  the  Victor,’  ‘Storm 
in  a Teacup,’  ‘The  Lady  Vanishes,’  ‘The 
Beachcomber’  and  ‘The  Citadel,’  the  latter 
technically  a Hollywood  production  done 
in  England,  but  really  an  English  film 
for  all  that.  Thus  the  list  is  a notable 
one,  and  one  of  which  English  producers 
can  be  proud. 

“Despite  this  list  of  successes,  however, 
the  British  film  industry  is  said  to  be  in 
a more  parlous  state  today,  and  to  be 
facing  the  future  with  less  confidence  than 
for  years  past.  It  is  being  said  that  any 
number  of  English  studios  will  scon  be 
closed,  that  there  are  nearly  10,000  unem- 
ployed in  the  industry,  and  that  the  out- 
put of  English  films  is  likely  to  drop 
from  about  200  to  80.  The  last  Film  Bill 
regarding  quotas  is  reported  to  have  proved 
a complete  failure.  Warning  also  is  given 
that  unless  something  drastic  is  done  about 
it,  there  soon  will  be  no  English  film  in- 
dustry worth  mentioning. 

“Hollywood  is  the  villain.  The  British 
public  demands  American  films  for  the 
simple  reason  that  there  are  not  nearly 
enough  English  films  to  go  around.  When 
English  films  are  good  they  are  excep- 
tionally so,  but  when  they  are  mediocre 
they  are  extremely  dull.  As  a result  Ameri- 
can film  companies  took  something  like 
30  million  dollars  out  of  Britain  last  year. 
Another  villain  in  the  piece  is  the  British 
financier,  who  has  been  stung  too  often 
to  take  any  further  interest  in  the  industry. 

‘“That  some  solution  will  finally  be 
found  is  the  hope  of  the  industry,  but 
quotas  have  not  as  yet  produced  it.  Tele- 
vision is  believed  to  be  just  around  the 
corner,  and  there  are  those  who  feel  that 
if  the  English  film  industry  is  ever  to  get 
soundly  on  its  feet  it  must  develop  with 
the  new  form  of  entertainment  that  is  im- 
minent.” 


Willis  Arranges  Music 
Ties  lor  Two  Films 

Winnipeg — Exploiting  “St.  Louis  Blues,” 
now  playing  at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre 
here.  Manager  Frank  Willis  tied  in  the 
music  with  local  music  stores. 

Willis  already  is  conducting  a strong 
campaign  for  “Moonlight  Sonata”  which 
goes  into  the  Metropolitan  next  week.  He 
has  arranged  a Steinway  piano  tieup  with 
the  T.  Eaton  Co.  The  language  angle  of 
the  film  is  being  exploited  through  ad- 
vertisements in  the  Polish  Herald.  Letters 
are  being  sent  to  musicians,  music  teach- 
ers and  music  academies.  Willis  also  is 
planning  a series  of  radio  tieups. 
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15  Recommended  by 
Welfare  Council 

Ottawa — The  Canadian  Welfare  Coun- 
cil here  has  issued  the  following  recom- 
mendations in  an  official  list  of  15  ap- 
proved current  productions: 

“Stand  Up  and  Fight” — Very  good  out- 
door action  melodrama  with  romance  and 
comedy.  The  scenes  are  thrilling  and  full 
of  action.  The  family. 

“The  Arizona  Wildcat” — Amusing  west- 
ern starring  Jane  Withers  and  Leo  Car- 
rillo whose  antics  provoke  hearty  laugh- 
ter. Family  and  juveniles. 

“Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus” — 
Amusing  domestic  comedy  with  a circus 
background.  This  picture  is  definitely  for 
the  youngsters. 

“Sweethearts” — Lavish  production  in 
Technicolor  based  on  the  operetta  of  the 
same  title.  An  outstanding  picture.  The 
family. 

“Kentucky” — Very  pleasing  production 
in  Technicolor.  Excellent  entertainment 
for  all. 

“The  Great  Man  Votes” — An  excellent 
and  rather  unusual  picture  with  appeal 
for  all  types  of  audiences.  The  closing 
scenes  are  very  touching.  The  family. 

“Jesse  James” — 'Very  good  production  in 
Technicolor.  Some  of  the  outdoor  scenes 
are  like  paintings.  Since  the  hero  is  a 
bandit,  it  may  not  be  suitable  for  all 
children. 

“Idiot’s  Delight” — ^Very  good  adult  en- 
tertainment, adapted  from  the  stage  play 
of  the  same  title.  Unsuitable  for  children 
and  adolescents. 

“Thanks  for  Everything” — ^Fast-moving 
comedy  with  mass  appeal  . . . should  pro- 
voke uproarious  laughter.  The  family. 

“Tail  Spin” — A fair  production  about 
stunt  flyers — in  this  case  the  flyers  are 
women,  which  presents  a novelty.  The 
family. 

“The  Mikado” — This  is  magnificently 
presented  in  Technicolor.  The  London 
Symphony  Orchestra  plays  the  delightful 
music.  Recommended  as  a picture  that 
should  be  seen  by  everyone. 

“My  Irish  Molly” — Irish  rural  drama 
with  appeal  particularly  for  family  audi- 
ences. 

“Wings  of  the  Navy” — ^Excellent  from  a 
mechanical  and  technical  standpoint. 
Exciting  for  the  young  children.  The 
family. 

“St.  Louis  Blues” — Fairly  good  mass  en- 
tertainment with  several  specialty  per- 
formers. The  family. 

“Fisherman’s  Wharf” — Recommended  as 
one  of  the  best  Bobby  Breen  pictures.  For 
the  family,  especially  the  youngsters. 


Wesley  L Kemp 

Montreal — Operator  of  two  theatres  in 
Stratford,  Ont.,  from  1913  to  1923,  Wesley 
Irving  Kemp,  72,  of  St.  Mary’s,  Ont.,  died 
last  week  in  a hospital  at  Stratford. 


RKO  Assigns  Drake 

Hollywood — Oliver  Drake  is  scripting 
“Timber  Stampede’’  as  a starring  vehicle 
for  George  O’Brien  at  RKO. 


Screen  Kisses  Far 
From  Romantic 

Montreal — Kissing  on  the  screen  is 
far  from  being  a romantic  affair,  John 
Pitt,  former  actor  and  director,  told 
members  of  the  Canadian  Progress 
Club  at  luncheon  here  in  the  Windsor 
Hotel.  The  screening  of  a single  kiss 
was  often,  he  said,  preceded  by  hours 
of  effort  to  secure  the  proper  position, 
stance  and  posture.  "It  is  a wonder," 
he  added,  "that  kisses  appear  as  real 
as  they  do  on  the  screen." 


Arrears  Are  Cut  in  Hall 
By  Loew's  Theatres 

Montreal — Loew’s  Theatres,  Ltd.,  sliced 
arrears  on  the  seven  per  cent  cumulative 
preferred  stock  in  half  by  a dividend  decla- 
ration of  $21  per  share,  payable  March 
31,  to  stockholders  of  record  March  18  and 
an  ex-dividend  on  March  16. 

Last  year  the  company  made  a regular- 
quarterly  payment  of  $1.75  per  share  and 
paid  off  $3.50  on  arrears,  leaving  arrears 
on  this  stock  at  end  of  1938  at  $38.50  per 
share.  Following  the  current  distribution, 
arrears  will  amount  to  $19.25  per  share. 


JJELMER  JERNBERG’s  Rio  plays  “ . . . 

one-third  of  a nation  ...”  hailed  as 
“the  first  social  drama  ever  filmed  in 
Hollywood”  . . . Manager  Shawn  opens  a 
Polish  film,  “Love  for  a Kingdom,”  for 
three  days  at  the  'Times  . . . Letters  to 
dramatic  societies  publicized  “Idiot’s  De- 
light,” now  playing  at  Harold  Bishop’s 
Capitol.  A Pete  Smith  specialty,  “Double 
Diving,”  was  exploited  by  letters  to  mem- 
bers of  local  swimming  clubs.  Bishop  is 
lining  up  a strong  campaign  for  “The 
Mikado.” 

Unique  in  western  Canada  is  the  method 
used  at  the  Metropolitan  to  dress  up  the 
show.  A sliding  screen  enlarges  at  the 
opening  of  a feature.  Brinkert  effects  are 
used  to  tie  in  with  the  opening  of  each 
subject.  Colored  wheels  from  the  wings 
lend  their  effects  and  the  result  is  an  at- 
tractive and  unique  way  of  building  up 
each  presentation. 

Jack  Randall  of  the  neighborhood  Col- 
lege Theatre  has  demonstrated  good  ex- 
ploitation can  be  done  by  one  who  oper- 
ates a subsequent  run  house.  Playing 
“Marie  Antoinette,”  Randall  carried 
through  an  excellent  exploitation  program 
to  sell  the  film  to  his  patrons.  He  mailed 
letters  pointing  out  the  outstanding  na- 
ture of  the  film.  He  sent  letters  to  prin- 
cipals of  schools,  plugging  the  historical 
content.  Large  advertising  was  done  in 
the  Machray  Highlight,  a neighborhood 
school  paper  which  circulates  among  1,000 
school  children.  In  addition,  he  arranged 
a contest  with  a newspaper  through  which 
children  were  given  free  admission  to  his 
house.  Photos  of  Tyrone  Power  were 
given  free  to  all  ladies  who  attended  the 
show. 


Parents,  Showmen 
Getting  Together 

Winnipeg — The  likelihood  of  friction 
between  exhibitors  and  representatives  of 
parents  over  that  perennial  bug-bear  of 
the  showman,  films  fit  for  child  con- 
sumption, seems  to  have  been  averted  here 
through  the  endeavor  on  the  part  of  both 
parties  to  work  out  conciliatory  arrange- 
ments. 

The  Better  Films  Committee  of  Winni- 
peg has  been  urging  on  showmen  the  pre- 
sentation of  only  general  pictures  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  no  adult  trailers,  and 
children  to  be  kept  in  theatres  no  longer 
than  three  hours.  Exhibitors  have  pointed 
out  they  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
comply  with  these  demands,  even  going 
to  the  extent  of  bribing  youngsters 
through  the  medium  of  free  candy  to  leave 
their  houses. 

A committee  has  been  decided  on  to 
work  out  these  mutual  problems.  While 
the  personnel  of  the  committee  is  not  as 
yet  known,  it  is  understood  it  will  consist 
of  three  exhibitors,  two  distributors  and 
three  members  of  the  Better  Films  Com- 
mittee. It  is  expected  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement wiU  be  worked  out. 


“The  Young  in  Heart”  goes  into  a sec- 
ond week  at  the  Garrick  . . . Showmen  ar- 
ranged a banquet  in  honor  of  Frank  Gold- 
har,  Columbia  salesman,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Toronto. 

A number  of  Winnipeg  exchange  man- 
agers will  be  present  at  the  opening  of 
the  Rex  in  Regina  on  March  11.  Among 
them  will  be  Messrs.  Huber,  Griesdorf, 
Rosen  and  Leavitt. 

A.  W.  Parry,  general  manager  of  Em- 
pire-Universal, Toronto,  is  back  in  To- 
rojito  after  a stay  in  Winnipeg  . . . Haskell 
Masters  passed  through  on  his  way  to  the 
coast. 

I.  Coval  of  Warner  Bros,  will  be  here 
on  his  way  to  New  York  . . . Lou  Geller  of 
Calgary,  formerly  of  Winnipeg,  is  getting 
married  . . . T.  J.  Gould  has  returned 
from  Minneapolis. 

W.  H.  Kershaw,  district  manager  for 
Famous  Players  in  Winnipeg,  is  in  Vic- 
toria . . . Dave  Brickman  is  still  laid  up 
but  is  expected  back  to  work  soon. 

Mrs.  D.  Rosen  and  her  daughter,  who 
have  been  visiting  in  California  and  New 
Mexico,  are  expected  home  soon  . . . 
Wolfe  Cohen  was  here  on  his  way  to  the 
coast. 


J.  M.  RICE  & CO. 

Canada  Building  — Winnipeg 
Distributors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTER 
Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

The  GOLDEN  VOICE  of  the  SILVER  SCREEN 
All  Other  Theatre  and  Projection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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J^ENT  again  overshadows  the  theatrical 
world.  Exhibitors  in  Montreal  and 
Quebec  province  generally,  suffer  more 
than  most  on  this  continent  as  the  popu- 
lation of  the  province  is  four-fifths  French- 
Canadian  and  Roman  Catholic,  and  almost 
all  observe  Lent  rigidly.  Not  everyone  ab- 
sents himself  from  amusements,  some 
abandoning  tobacco  or  liquor,  but  the  very 
marked  effect  on  the  theatres  was  no- 
ticeable on  Ash  Wednesday  when  even  the 
best  attractions  drew  only  partly-filled 
houses. 

Managers  consider  themselves  very  un- 
lucky at  this  time,  for,  not  only  does 
Lent  diminish  the  attendance,  but  it  is  still 
further  reduced  by  an  epidemic  of  colds 
and  la  grippe  which  has  ynany  thousands 
of  citizens  confuted  to  their  homes  or  in 
the  hospital.  Others  are  afraid  to  mingle 
with  crowds  for  fear  of  catching  the  pre- 
vailing maladies,  so  again  the  theatre 
suffers. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Boyle,  formerly  Miss  Anne 
Mitchell  of  Montreal,  recounts  an  episode 
in  a London  theatre  of  which  her  hus- 
band is  manager.  A man  in  the  upper 
circle  threw  thousands  of  leaflets  to  the 
ground  floor,  and  walked  out  giving  his 
card  to  the  doorman.  He  was  Fascist  par- 
liamentary candidate  for  Wood  Green 
and  the  leaflets  voiced  a protest  against 
the  collection  in  the  theatre  of  contribu- 
tions to  Lord  Baldwin’s  Fund  for  Refu- 
gees. According  to  Boyle  the  audience  in 
the  theatre  showed  little  interest  in  the 
leaflets. 

“Gunga  Din”  is  Lenten  fare  at  the  Pal- 
ace; the  Princess  shows  “The  Son  of  Fran- 
kenstein” and  the  Jones  Family  picture, 
“Down  on  the  Farm.”  “St.  Louis  Blues” 
and  “Boy  Trouble”  are  attractions  at  the 
Capitol.  Harald  Kreutzberg,  European 
star,  gave  a dance  recital  at  His  Majesty’s. 

Alexander  Korda,  on  arrival  at  Ply- 
mouth, denied  rumors  that  he  and  Merle 
Oberon  are  married  and  that  he  was  fed 
up  with  England  and  contemplated  living 
in  America.  “I  may  make  films  occa- 
sionally in  Hollywood,  but  London  will 
always  be  my  headquarters,”  he  said  . . . 
Ex-servicemen  in  London  are  campaigning 
against  smoking  in  cinemas.  Managers 
say  if  it  were  prohibited  the  attendance 
would  drop. 

A Montreal  juvenile  who  celebrated  his 
\&th  birthday  the  other  day,  but  is  under- 
sized. took  a Bible  in  his  pocket,  and  when 
challenged  by  the  doorkeeper  drew  it  out 
and  raising  his  hand  aloft  swore  he  was 
over  16.  He  was  admitted  to  “Boys  Town.” 

Paul  Bedard,  31,  a French-Canadian 
and  noted  tennis  player,  was  astounded 
to  learn  that  he  had  won  the  Montreal 
Standard’s  “movie  doubles”  prize  as  a 
double  of  Lawrence  Tibbett.  A friend,  for 
a joke,  had  sent  in  his  photograph  clipped 
from  a tennis  magazine  . . . “Reporter  In- 
vestigates Liberty”  is  a new  British  docu- 
mentary film  . . . Lucille  Watson,  na- 
tive of  Quebec  City,  appears  in  “Made 
For  Each  Other”  at  the  Orpheum. 


Filmrow  welcomes  Tommy  Dowbiggin  of 
Paramount  back  from  his  world  tour.  It 
also  greeted  the  following  visitors:  C. 
Brock  and  W.  Laurie,  of  the  Princess, 
Cowansville;  Charles  Magnan,  of  the 
Malartic,  Que.;  John  Costis,  Granby,  who 
recently  sold  the  Palace  there;  G.  Panas, 
the  System;  Paul  Cardinal,  the  Roxy,  and 
C.  Auclair  of  the  Rex  and  other  Montreal 
theatres. 

Youthful  Montrealers,  particularly  the 
girls,  clamor  for  passionate  love  scenes 
in  pictures,  according  to  local  managers. 
They  are  taken  to  task  by  Dr.  G.  Harvey 
Agnew,  Toronto,  who,  at  Seattle,  voiced 
a protest  against  the  “screen  and  novel 
interpretation  of  life  and  marriage,”  which 
he  described  as  “one  current  evil  to  be 
overcome.” 

One  of  the  most  fascinating  film  trav- 
elogues, in  color,  seen  in  Montreal  for  a 
long  time  was  presented  at  a private 
showing  when  Norman  Holland  filmed  his 
story  of  an  80-day  trip  through  25  coun- 
tries last  spring  during  which  he  covered 
30,000  miles  by  air.  Usually  amateur  color 
films  are  easily  distinguished  as  such,  but, 
in  this  particular  film,  which  takes  90 
minutes  to  shoxv,  Holland  has  incorporated 
the  aesthetic  aspects  of  his  trip  with  hu- 
mor-tinged “shots”  the  more  prosaic  travel 
views  with  insights  into  the  industrial  side 
of  life  in  some  of  the  25  countries  he  visit- 
ed. The  result  is  a film  which  is  a delight 
to  both  adults  and  children  who  will  find 
in  it  a valuable  aid  to  their  acquisition 
of  geographical  knowledge. 

The  Orpheum  Theatre  closed  Friday, 
February  24,  for  the  day  in  order  to  give 
more  eclat  to  the  premier  of  the  racetrack 
picture,  “King  of  the  Turf,”  the  same 
night.  Joe  Lightstone,  the  manager,  in- 
vited a number  of  Montreal  sportsmen  . . . 
Lloyd  Mills  of  London,  Ont,,  has  taken 
over  the  management  of  the  Elgin  Theatre, 
Ottawa,  in  succession  to  J,  J.  Paul,  who 
has  gone  to  Welland,  Ont.,  to  enter  the 
theatre  business  with  a brother. 

Deanna  Durbin’s  development  through 
her  ’teen  age  will  be  chronicled  more  faith- 
fully then  has  ever  been  done  before. 
Following  “Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up,” 
will  be  “First  Love”  and  that  in  turn  will 
be  succeeded  by  “It’s  a Date.”  Deanna 
tvill  be  17  next  birthday. 

Judging  from  the  opposition  developing 
in  Ontario  to  relaxation  of  Sunday  ob- 
servance. Quebec  will  continue  to  have 
the  advantage  over  the  neighboring  prov- 
ince of  Sunday  openings,  which  offset  to 
some  extent  the  juvenile  ban.  Ontario 
Ass’n  of  Rural  Municipalities  has  just 
passed  a resolution  expressing  opposition 
to  any  step  which  might  permit  commer- 
cialized or  professional  sport  “or  the  open- 
ing of  shows  on  Sunday.” 

Montreal  school  children  will  be  permit- 
ted to  view  Norman  Holland’s  travel  pic- 
ture in  color  taken  on  a 80,000-7nile  tour 
occupying  80  days.  Holland  started  from 
Montreal  and  traveled  via  New  York  by 
air,  sea,  motorboat  and  overland  to  the 

(Continued  on  page  30) 


Movie  Quiz  Awards 
Without  a Hitch 


Toronto — The  annoimcing  of  the  Movie 
Quiz  cash  awards  in  more  than  500  Cana- 
dian theatres  on  February  27  passed  off 
without  a serious  hitch,  although  for  a 
few  days  prior  to  this  date  the  office  of 
Col.  J.  A.  Cooper,  Toronto,  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Distributors  of  Can- 
ada, saw  whirlwind  action  as  last-minute 
requests  for  information  piled  in  from 
all  sides. 

Among  the  unusual  incidents  was  that 
the  Strand  at  Port  Colborne,  Ont.,  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire  and  emergency  ar- 
rangements had  to  be  made  there  for  the 
announcing  of  results  because  the  Strand 
was  the  only  theatre.  A preliminary  hitch 
occurred  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  because  the 
sealed  letter  containing  the  prize  list  for 
the  Main  Theatre  was  delayed  imtil  a 
check-up  showed  that  the  name  of  the 
theatre  had  been  changed. 

Leading  Canadian  prize  winners  were 
privately  notified  in  advance  to  be  in  at- 
tendance at  their  local  theatre  but  no  un- 
fortunate leak  of  information  occurred  be- 
cause these  advices  contained  no  definite 
details.  Most  exhibitors  made  good  use  of 
special  lobby  displays  and  newspaper  ad- 
vertising to  draw  extra  patronage  for  the 
contest  announcement. 


The  Nod  to  Dopey  by 
A Winnipeg  Paper 

Winnipeg  — While  it  expresses  civic 
satisfaction  on  the  Motion  Picture  Acad- 
emy award  to  Winnipeg’s  Deanna  Durbin, 
the  Winnipeg  Tribune  dissents  from  the 
Academy’s  choice  of  prize  winners  with 
the  following: 

“The  Motion  Picture  Academy  awards 
for  the  best  acting  in  1938  go  to  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Bette  Davis,  but  everyone 
knows  that  it  is  Dopey  in  ‘Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs’  who  deserves  that 
honor.  It  is  true  that  Disney’s  feature- 
length  film,  the  happiest  event  in  a dis- 
mal year,  has  received  a special  award  as 
a ‘significant  innovation’  but  that  is  only 
a compromise  with  justice.  Dopey  will  be 
remembered  long  after  Tracy’s  perform- 
ance in  ‘Boys  Town’  or  Miss  Davis’  in- 
terpretation in  ‘Jezebel’  is  forgotten. 

“As  for  the  other  awards,  naturally  Win- 
nipeg is  gratified  that  Deanna  Durbin  has 
been  honored  along  with  Mickey  Rooney 
for  bringing  the  spirit  of  youth  to  the 
screen.  The  youthful  spirit,  the  cour- 
ageous spirit,  is  needed  on  the  screen  in 
more  ways  than  one.  The  academy  awards 
show  it.  For  example,  ‘You  Can’t  Take  It 
With  You’  has  been  named  the  outstand- 
ing film  of  the  year.  As  a stage  play  it 
had  a mad,  anarchistic  quality  that  made 
it  live.  Nervously,  all  the  social  criti- 
cism was  deleted  for  picture  purposes, 
and  it  became  just  another  film. 

“That’s  about  all  there  is  to  say  about 
the  1938  Academy  awards  except  that  Jack 
Benny  didn’t  win,  after  all.” 
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T OUIS  B.  MAYER,  M-G-M  production 

executive  who  spent  his  boyhood  in 
Saint  John,  will  return  to  New  Brunswick 
in  May  to  receive  an  honorary  degree  from 
the  University  of  New  Brunswick,  it  is  re- 
ported in  university  circles.  The  college 
is  located  in  Fredericton,  the  capital  city. 
The  degree  would  be  in  recognition  of 
Mayer’s  contribution  to  the  advancement 
of  the  screen  as  an  entertainment  and 
cultural  medium,  it  is  understood.  His 
last  visit  to  the  Maritimes,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  many  years,  was  in  1936,  when 
he  was  tendered  a civic  welcome  to  Saint 
John. 

Some  changes  at  the  Regal  office,  Saint 
John:  Miss  Laura  McGouey,  cashier  for 
several  years,  has  resigned  to  become  a 
bride;  Miss  Helen  Selick,  former  contract 
clerk,  has  been  promoted  to  cashier;  Miss 
Doris  Selick,  stenographer,  named  contract 
clerk;  Miss  Marguerite  Snell,  added  to  the 
staff. 

Winners  in  the  Movie  Quiz  contest  were 
to  be  announced  from  the  Capitol,  Saint 
John,  stage  Monday  evening,  with  Miss 
Alice  L.  Fairweather,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Maritime  Film  Board  of  Trade, 
opening  the  envelopes.  There  are  several 
winners  in  this  area,  including  Morton 
Norman,  Halifax,  whose  success  was  an- 
nounced by  P.  J.  Hanifen,  Garrick  mana- 
ger. 

R.  G.  March,  2Qth-Fox  branch  mana- 
ger at  Saint  John,  had  a heavy  siege  of 
flu.  Another  temporary  casualty  was  Miss 
Vonna  Palmer,  cashier  at  Empire-Univer- 
sal ..  . Mr.  March  and  Lou  McKenzie,  Vita- 
graph  branch  manager,  are,  incidentally, 
both  enthusiasts  of  the  winter  sport  of 
curling  . . . Fred  Gregor  of  the  Majestic, 
New  Waterford,  N.  S„  is  going  to  Saint 
John  soon  to  arrange  summer  bookings. 
Both  he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Gouthro, 
have  been  ill  with  the  flu. 

Blizzards  have  held  down  grosses  at 
several  Maritime  points  . . . Exhibitors  are 
watching  with  interest  the  developments 
in  Saint  John’s  attempt  to  introduce  all- 
inclusive  town  planning  laws  to  govern 
reconstruction  and  new  construction  of 
business  places  and  homes.  If  approved, 
the  legislation  would  affect  all  theatres  in 
course  of  time. 

J.  M.  Franklin  of  the  Franklin  & Her- 
schorn  circuit,  vacationing  in  Florida,  keeps 
the  branch  managers  informed  on  what’s 
doing  down  his  way  . . . Film  men  in  Saint 
John  regret  the  death  of  John  H.  Erb, 
photographer,  who  was  associated  with 
exhibitors  for  years  in  making  song  and 
pictorial  slides  . . . The  Halifax  Cinema 
Club  at  its  monthly  meeting  saw  “Mother 
Earth,”  prize-winning  8mm  film  taken  by 
a Neiv  York  amateur;  “Wheels  Over 
Africa,”  an  auto  trip  record,  and  heard 
a talk  by  J.  P.  Messervey  on  filters. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  F.  G. 
Spencer  interests,  a group  of  inmates  of 
the  Boys’  Industrial  Home,  East  Saint 
John,  saw  the  Dead  End  kids  in  “Crime 
School”  at  the  Strand.  All  but  20  of  the 
boys  in  the  institution  were  there  . . . 

(Continued  on  page  29) 


Museum  Speaker — 

Montreal — B.  E.  Norrish,  managing  di- 
rector of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd., 
Montreal,  is  scheduled  to  give  an  address 
on  the  making  of  motion  pictures  as  one 
cf  a series  of  free  public  lectures  in  the 
National  Museum  of  Canada.  Motion  pic- 
tures will  be  shown,  these  'oeing  two 
Canadian  Cameos  produced  by  ASN, 
“Music  From  the  Stars,”  illustrating  stu- 
dio technique,  and  “Ballet  of  the  Mer- 
maids,” illustrating  imaginative  treatment 
of  natural  settings.  A condensed  Cana- 
dian commercial  film,  “Song  the  Map 
Sings,”  also  will  be  exhibited. 

In  announcing  the  lecture,  the  depart- 
ment of  mines  and  resources,  imder  whose 
auspices  it  will  take  place,  say: 

Mr.  Norrish  is  one  of  Canada’s  pioneers 
in  the  making  of  motion  pictures.  In  1917 
he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
exhibits  and  publicity  bureau,  department 
of  trade  and  commerce,  at  Ottawa,  and 
here,  under  his  direction,  the  first  mo- 
tion pictures  produced  by  the  Canadian 
government  were  made.  He  resigned  from 
this  position  in  1920  to  become  managing 
director  of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd., 
in  Montreal. 


"Upstairs"  Theatres  in 
Canada  Fading  Out 

Toronto — ^Records  of  the  motion  picture 
business  in  Canada  bring  out  the  fact 
that  upstairs  theatres  have  practically  dis- 
appeared, only  two  continuing  to  be  oper- 
ated on  the  upper  floor  of  a building. 

In  past  years  there  were  quite  a number 
of  second-floor  halls  which  were  operated 
as  theatres,  but  these  have  been  discour- 
aged, both  from  within  the  industry  and 
without,  because  of  the  apparent  danger 
to  public  safety. 

One  of  the  last  of  these  second-floor 
“picture  shows”  in  Ontario  was  the  the- 
atre in  Mattawa  which  was  actually  lo- 
cated on  the  upper  floor  of  the  town  hall. 
Below  the  theatre  was  the  combined  jail 
and  fire  station,  along  with  other  mu- 
nicipal offices,  and  the  front  of  the  town 
hall  was  adorned  with  posters.  The  build- 
ing was  a wooden  structm-e  and  the  fire 
escapes  were  outside  wooden  stairs.  Mat- 
tawa now  is  without  a theatre. 


Constancy  by  Stars 
Tires,  Opinion 

Sarnia,  Ont. — Producers  have  come  to 
realize  that  “presuming  too  often  on  the 
public’s  attention”  will  wear  out  the  most 
glamorous  personality,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Sarnia  Observer,  revealed  in  comment 
on  Darryl  F.  Zanuck’s  withdrawal  of  20th 
Century-Fox  players  from  radio  broad- 
casts. 

“Indeed,”  says  the  newspaper,  “the  more 
vivid  the  personality”  appearing  constantly 
on  screen  and  radio  “the  sooner  it  fades,” 
and  continues: 

“In  the  past,  a headliner  came  to  town 
cnce  a year  and  went  on  his  way.  Noth- 
ing more  was  seen  of  him  until  the  fol- 
lowing season.  While  his  talents  and  pres- 
ence were  intact,  his  welcome  never  frayed. 
Ordinarily  he  was  advanced  in  years  be- 
fore he  deteriorated  as  an  attraction. 

“Today,  through  pictures  and  radio  and 
personal  appearances,  an  actor  may  be  seen 
or  heard,  or  both,  as  many  times  in  a 
season  or  two  as  his  predecessors  were  in 
a lifetime.  And  it  would  be  no  effort  to 
find  examples  of  what  this  has  done  and 
is  doing  to  top  performers. 

“A  great  deal  of  money  is  wrapped  up 
in  the  typical  Hollywood  career — in  build- 
ing up  a fresh  personality  and  introducing 
it  to  the  public,  in  finding  it  suitable  ve- 
hicles, in  nui'sing  its  popularity  along.  To 
exploit  it  too  rapidly  is  to  burn  it  up,  to 
deplete  an  investment.  Tlie  most  talented 
youth,  the  most  eye-filling  blonde,  can 
become  a public  bore  by  a too-constant  and 
aggressive  presence  in  the  public  eye  and 
ear. 

“The  enduring  names  in  pictm’es — the 
Chaplins  and  Garbos — have  seen  in  time 
the  fatal  error  of  presuming  too  often  on 
the  public’s  attention.  It  is.  no  surprise 
that  the  producers  are  coming  to  recog- 
nize this  truth.  It  is  only  surprising  that 
recognition  has  been  put  off  so  long.” 


"Snowball  Sent  Rolling 
In  Right  Direction" 

Windsor,  Ont. — “Yanking  Tyrone  Power 
off  the  air,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  head  of  the 
20th  Century-Fox  studios,  sets  the  snow- 
ball rolling  toward  what  may  become  the 
divorce  of  screen  and  radio,”  says  R.  M. 
Harrison  in  the  Windsor  Star. 

“At  any  rate,”  he  continues,  “though 
other  producers  today  seem  diffident  about 
getting  behind  and  giving  a push,  this  is 
a snowball  sent  rolling  in  the  right  di- 
rection.” 

Harrison  next  poses  the  question: 

“Radio  ballyhoos  the  movie  stars,  but 
does  this  ballyhoo  compensate  at  the  box- 
cffice  for  the  fact  that  when  people  stay 
home  to  hear  the  stars  on  the  air  they’re 
not  attending  the  picture  shows?  That’s 
the  problem  facing  the  film  exhibitors — 
whether  to  let  the  glamom-  girls  and  boys 
do  their  stuff  before  the  microphone  and 
keep  the  theatres  half  empty,  or  whether 
to  confine  their  histrionics  to  the  camera 
and  fill  all  the  seats.  The  thing  seems  to 
answer  itself.” 
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Clipped  From  the  Press 


News  items  concerning  the  trade  as  re- 
cently appearing  in  Canadian  weekly  and 
daily  newspapers. 

Students  Hear  Carson 

Ft.  William,  Ont. — Gordon  Carson, 
Royal  Tlieatre  manager,  a former  student 
of  the  Vocational  School,  was  a guest 
speaker  at  the  student  assembly. 


Heads  Sovereign  Firm 

Sovereign,  Sask. — L.  Alber  has  been  re- 
elected president  of  the  Sovereign  The- 
atre Co.  J.  E.  Burt,  secretary-treasurer 
for  the  past  five  years,  resigned,  and  E.  T. 
Hambly  was  elected  to  that  position. 


Back  From  Southern  Cruise 

Aylmer,  Ont. — Gordon  W.  Calhoun,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  is  back 
from  a month’s  cruise  in  the  West  Indies, 
South  America  and  the  Canal  Zone. 


Will  Build  Two 

Freeholder,  Ont. — Construction  on  two 
theatres  will  be  started  here  in  April  by 
the  Palace  Amusement  Co.  One,  a de  luxe 
house,  will  seat  approximately  1,000.  Tlie 
other,  to  be  erected  in  East  Cornwall,  will 
seat  about  600. 


May  Build  in  Orillia 

Orillia,  Ont. — Inquiries  aimed  at  de- 
termining the  advisability  of  construct- 
ing a new  theatre  here  have  been  directed 
to  local  civic  officials  by  a Barrie  law 
firm  acting  for  a Mr.  Sprachman. 


^ A.  TAYLOR,  head  of  the  Exhibitors 
Booking  Ass’n  and  vice-president  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n,  Toronto, 
has  left  for  a month’s  stay  in  Florida. 

Manager  D.  Krendal  of  the  Tivoli  The- 
atre in  downtown  Toronto  staged  a suc- 
cessful Saturday  morning  show  for  hoy 
scouts  at  ten  cents  admission,  the  feature 
of  which  was  “Peck’s  Bad  Boy  at  the 
Circus,”  the  shorts  including  “Mother 
Goose  Goes  Hollywood”  and  March  of 
Time.  The  regular  attraction  at  the  Tivoli 
was  “Moonlight  Sonata.” 

H.  Freedman,  manager  of  the  Circle  in 
North  Toronto,  held  over  “The  Cowboy 
and  the  Lady”  for  a second  week.  Man- 
ager D.  Gordon  of  the  Oriole  Theatre 
placed  several  window  displays  for  the 
introduction  of  a new  line  of  dinnerware, 
for  which  an  extra  fee  of  five  cents  is 
charged. 

“Motion  Pictures  Are  Your  Best  Enter- 
tainment” has  become  the  permanent  slo- 
gan on  every  page  of  Picture  Patter,  the 
weekly  house  organ  of  the  Village  Theatre. 
The  latest  “pet”  of  Manager  Jack  Purves 
of  the  Village  is  a neatly  fenced  parking 
lot  complete  with  uniformed  attendants. 

Harry  Lester,  owner  of  the  Bonita  The- 
atre, who  does  much  in  the  way  of  pro- 


Deal  for  Air  Conditioning 

Toronto — Air  conditioning  contract  for 
the  B&F  Theatres’  Grover  here  has  been 
awarded  to  W.  G.  Price,  Ltd. 


Port  Colborne  House  to  Rise 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. — The  fire-destroy- 
ed Strand  here  will  be  rebuilt  by  the 
Tlieatre  Holding  Corp.,  Ltd.,  which  has 
leased  the  site. 


Lauds  Films 

Victoria,  B.  C. — That  the  motion  pic- 
tures are  an  everyday  miracle  was  the 
gist  of  an  address  delivered  by  L.  C.  Shelly, 
managing  director  of  a screen  advertis- 
ing firm  of  Vancouver,  before  Rotarians. 


Campbellton  May  Get  New  House 

Campbellton,  N.  B. — A new  theatre  be- 
came a likelihood  here  with  the  acquisition 
of  a mid-city  site  by  the  F.  G.  Spencer 
Co.,  Ltd.,  a real  estate  firm  with  exten- 
sive theatre  holdings  in  the  Maritimes. 


Coyle  Will  Build 

St.  Catherines,  Ont. — Definite  promise 
of  a theatre  next  to  the  Capitol  here,  has 
been  made  by  L.  T.  Coyle,  manager  of  the 
Granada.  Coyle  stated  that  tenders  for 
summer  building  have  been  asked. 


Holds  Model  Plane  Contest 

New  Westminster,  B.  C. — The  Columbia 
Theatre  here  publicized  “Dawn  Patrol” 
with  a model  plane  contest  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  Kresge  Co.,  Ltd.,  store. 


moting  amateur  sports  as  a hobby,  has 
been  elected  an  officer  of  the  Gerrard 
Businessmen’s  Ass’n. 

Sir  William  Mulock,  former  chief  jus- 
tice and  also  once  postmaster-general  of 
Canada;  Hon.  Harry  Nixon,  acting  pre- 
mier of  Ontario;  Hon.  Harold  J.  Kirby, 
minister  of  health;  Hon.  Dr.  L.  J.  Simp- 
son, minister  of  education,  and  Hon.  Peter 
Heenan  and  their  wives  attended  the  Up- 
town Theatre  as  an  official  party  for  a 
performance  of  “The  Mikado,”  with  Man- 
ager Jack  Arthur  acting  as  host. 

N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  has  been  made  a 
member  of  a committee  of  prominent  citi- 
zens which  has  undertaken  to  raise  a 
fund  of  $35,000  to  assist  the  Toronto  Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

A visitor  in  Toronto  was  W.  E.  Mason  of 
Sudbury,  owner  of  the  Grand  Theatre,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Sudbury  Star  and  presi- 
dent of  the  local  radio  station,  as  well  as 
chairman  of  the  high  school  board. 

W.  A.  Summerville  is  proud  of  the  hand- 
some new  semi-circular  marquee  on  the 
front  of  his  Prince  of  Wales  Theatre. 

Gordon  W.  Calhoun,  owner  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre,  Aylmer,  Ont.,  has  returned 


from  a month’s  cruise  of  the  West  Indies 
and  South  America,  his  one  regret  being 
that  he  came  back  to  find  the  Ontario 
winter  still  in  full  sway. 

Frank  Giaschi,  in  Toronto  on  business 
for  his  King  George  Theatre,  HuntsviUe, 
reported  that  his  wife  had  recovered  from 
a long  illness.  Despite  heavy  snows  in 
the  Georgian  Bay  district,  Nicholas  Tre- 
bish,  proprietor  of  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Meaford,  managed  a trip  to  Toronto’s  FUm- 
row. 

The  two  Stewarts  made  a tour  of  the 
exchange  offices  in  quest  of  pictures.  One 
was  Bill  Stewart,  pioneer  operator  of  the 
Rex,  London,  and  Bus  Stewart  of  the 
Lyric  at  Hamilton  was  the  other. 

A.  E.  Rolston,  proprietor  of  the  Princess 
at  Little  Current,  made  one  of  his  infre- 
quent trips  to  Toronto  the  other  day  but 
a frequent  caller  was  evident  again  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  B.  K.  Moore  who  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  Moore’s  Theatre  at 
Grimsby,  Ont.,  for  years. 

Other  out-of-towners  noted  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Victoria,  Dundas  and  Bond  Streets 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Sutherland  of 
the  Lyric,  St.  Mary’s;  W.  G.  Goodman, 
Brock  Theatre,  Whitby;  M.  T.  Craig,  Pal- 
ace Theatre,  Ridgetown,  and  L.  H.  Vicary 
of  the  Princess,  Orillia. 

A.  Rappaport,  owner  of  the  Hollywood 
Theatre,  Campbellford,  made  his  second 
trip  to  Toronto  within  a month  to  make 
preparations  for  a big  season  at  the  resort 
town  this  summer. 

Clarence  Markell  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre, Cornwall,  has  been  disturbed  by  the 
closing  of  schools  for  one  week  because  of 
the  ’flu  epidemic. 

Ambrose  G.  Summers,  native  Canadian 
formerly  in  vaudeville,  has  taken  screen 
tests  at  the  Booth-Canadian  Films,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  for  a series  of  Canadian  short 
subjects.  Named  after  Ambrose  J.  Small, 
Toronto  showman  who  has  been  missing 
for  15  years.  Summers  has  been  a free- 
lance radio  announcer  for  several  years. 


George  Law  Resigns  as 
Hanson  Chief  Booker 

Toronto — The  resignation  is  announced 
of  George  F.  Law  as  chief  booker  of  the 
chain  of  theatres  in  Ontario  operated  by 
the  Hanson  Theatre  Corp.,  following  the 
retirement  of  other  members  of  the  chain 
personnel  for  economic  reasons. 

Law  is  one  of  the  real  pioneers  of  the 
film  business  in  Canada,  having  been 
identified  with  the  General  Film  Co.,  To- 
ronto, one  of  the  first  film  exchanges  in 
the  Dominion.  Law  also  operated  one  of 
the  early  theatres  in  Brantford,  Ont.,  and 
was  a theatre  manager  in  cities  of  the 
Canadian  West  as  well  as  being  a film 
exchange  manager  over  a period  of  years. 
He  plans  to  enter  another  branch  of  the 
film  business  in  the  near  future. 


For  Crime  Club  Film 

Hollywood — Metro  has  purchased  “They 
Can’t  Hang  Me,”  a magazine  story  by 
James  Ronald,  to  be  made  into  a Crime 
Club  production. 
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Larry  Graburn,  manager  of  the  Halifax 
Capitol,  was  a guest  speaker  at  the  YMCA 
of  that  city,  telling  them  how  film  charac- 
ters, stars  and  producers  influence  world 
thought  and  attitudes,  and  giving  an  ex- 
planation of  how  animated  cartoons  are 
turned  out. 

Walter  R.  Golding,  manager  of  the  Com- 
munity, West  Saint  John,  and  well  known 
sports  enthusiast,  was  operated  upon  for 
appendicitis  in  the  Saint  John  General 
Hospital  and  at  last  reports  was  doing 
nicely  . . . The  Capitol,  Saint  John,  ran 
a limerick  tieup  with  the  SMT  bus  line  on 
a trip  to  the  New  York  World’s  Fair. 

Theatremen  are  congratulating  the  own- 
ers of  the  reconditioned  Roseland  in  New 
Glasgow,  N.  S.,  and  the  new  Vogue  in  Syd- 
ney, N.  S.  In  New  Glasgow  the  proprietor 
is  M.  W.  Mason,  one  of  the  veteran  show- 
men of  eastern  Canada,  with  a colorful 
background  of  professional  stage  experi- 
ence. He  is  opening  on  March  6 with 
“Sweethearts.  The  same  feature  was 
booked  for  the  opening  of  the  Sydney 
house,  operated  by  D.  P.  MacDonald,  on 
February  27.  The  latter,  also  an  exhibitor 
of  many  years’  experience,  is  taking  ad- 
vantage of  Sydney’s  industrial  revival; 
the  city  is  now  one  of  the  best  show 
towns  in  the  Mari  times. 

Clarence  Robson  of  Toronto,  eastern 
supervisor  of  FP-Canadian,  who  has  had 
a serious  bronchial  illness  since  his  return 
from  a southern  sea  trip,  regretted  he  was 
unable  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  Vogue, 
over  which  he  will  have  supervision  as  an 
affiliated  house. 


United  Amusement  Proiit 
In  1938  Shows  Jump 

Montreal — The  annual  report  of  United 
Amusement  Corp.,  Ltd.,  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  shows  net  profit  before  in- 
come taxes,  of  $106,404,  equivalent  to  $1.31 
per  share  on  the  80,829  outstanding  shares 
of  the  company.  In  1937,  net  profit 
amounted  to  $100,170,  or  $1.24  per  share. 
After  providing  $20,936  for  income  taxes 
and  $21,800  additional  write-off  for  fran- 
chise and  appropriation  of  $60,622  to  cover 
dividends  of  75  cents  per  share,  a surplus 
of  $241,342  was  carried  forward.  This  is 
an  increase  of  $3,046  for  the  year. 

As  at  Dec.  31,  1938,  current  assets 
amounted  to  $229,104,  including  $91,250  in 
cash  and  $111,023  invested  in  its  own  bonds, 
against  current  liabilities  of  $84,503,  leav- 
ing net  working  capital  of  $144,601,  repre- 
senting a decline  of  $20,354  during  the 
year. 

Quoted  in  part  below  are  remarks  of 
the  president,  Ernest  A.  Cousins,  made  in 
presenting  the  report: 

“Taxes  and  licenses  still  continue  to 
take  a high  percentage  of  the  gross  the- 
atre receipts,  but  during  the  past  year 
requests  have  been  made  to  the  govern- 
ment and  briefs  submitted  to  the  tax  re- 
vision board  for  a reduction  in  taxes,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  some  relief  may  be  ob- 
tained in  this  respect. 

“In  the  month  of  November,  1938,  the 


Which  Mag  Be  Case 
Of  "Sour  Grapes" 

Toronto — The  Toronto  Mirror,  a local 
tabloid,  took  a front-page  rap  at  the  film 
industry  on  the  occasion  of  the  announc- 
ing of  prize  awards  in  the  Movie  Quiz 
contest  which  might  have  been  inspired 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  newspaper 
has  failed  to  cut  in  on  theatre  advertising 
although  it  had  been  running  quite  a bit 
of  free  screen  publicity.  The  editorial 
dealt  with  the  removal  of  film  stars  from 
radio  programs  in  the  following  words: 

“Heads  of  the  moving  picture  industry 
in  Canada  and  the  United  States  were  not 
so  certain  this  week  that  ‘movies  are  your 
favorite  entertainment.’ 

“All  of  a sudden,  faced  by  the  failure 
of  their  million-dollar  contest  to  bring 
more  people  to  movie  houses,  the  industry 
has  turned  against  radio. 

“Within  the  next  few  weeks  serious  ef- 
forts will  likely  be  made  to  withdraw  movie 
actors  and  actresses  from  radio  programs. 

“Pear  struck  the  hearts  of  the  movie 
moguls  as  it  became  increasingly  evident 
that  radio  is  just  as  much  ‘a  favorite  en- 
tertainment’ as  movies  are. 

“In  Toronto,  radio  authorities  poo- 
poohed  the  threat  that  movie  stars  would 
soon  be  taken  off  the  air  and  restricted 
to  film  appearances.  Tliey  argued  that 
radio  had  served  to  make  movie  stars  even 
more  popular. 

“Metro-CIoldwyn-Mayer  started  the  mov- 
ie-radio fracas  by  announcing  that  its 
stars  would  be  taken  off  the  Maxwell 
House  Coffee  ‘Good  News’  program.  In 
the  meantime,  the  program  agreed  to 
‘plug’  the  movies  on  the  air.  Warner  Bros, 
also  joined  the  anti-radio  campaign. 
Darryl  Zanuck  is  likewise  planning  a move 
whereby  none  of  the  20th  Century-Pox 
personalities  will  do  commercial  radio 
work.  Zanuck  had  been  one  of  radio’s 
strongest  champions  in  picture  business 
until  he  heard  the  first  ‘Circle’  program. 
They  say  in  Hollywood  that  he  ‘hit  the 
ceiling.’ 

“The  advertising  company  handling  the 
‘Good  News’  program  said  this  week  that 
if  the  movie  industry  attempts  to  pro- 
hibit Frank  Morgan  and  Fanny  Brice  from 
air  appearances,  these  two  might  quit  the 
films  and  remain  in  radio. 

“In  the  meantime,  NBC’s  president, 
Lenox  R.  Lohr,  was  quoted  this  week  as 
saying  that  he  feels  certain  that  since  no 
two  media  in  the  entertainment  world  are 
as  closely  related  as  films  and  radio,  there 
is  no  reason  why  they  can’t  evolve  a sys- 
tem of  cooperation  for  mutual  benefit.’’ 


new  York  Theatre  on  St.  Catherine  St. 
West,  at  MacKay  St.,  under  lease,  was 
opened  and  your  company  received  very 
favorable  comments  from  the  public.’’ 

The  14th  annual  general  meeting  of 
shareholders  will  be  held  here  in  the  Rialto 
Theatre  Bldg.,  5711  Park  Ave.,  on  March 
31,  at  11  p.  m. 


^HE  Strand  management  has  increased 

public  interest  in  that  theatre  by  peri- 
odically turning  over  its  stage  to  one  of 
the  local  amateur  theatrical  organizations, 
who  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  appear 
before  a large  audience  under  standard 
conditions. 

The  Booking  & Buying  circuit  has  moved 
from  the  Austin  Hotel  to  ground-floor 
quarters  at  1152  Howe  St.  where  they  not 
only  have  convenierit  office  space,  but 
ample  space  for  the  storage  of  advertis- 
ing and  other  matter  on  a mezzanine  floor. 

Earl  Hayter,  Plaza  Theatre  assistant 
manager,  expresses  satisfaction  with  the 
three-week  run  of  “Topper  Takes  a Trip,” 
which  is  to  be  followed  by  “The  Duke  of 
West  Point.” 

Harry  Creasey,  FP  manager  of  the  Alma, 
spent  a couple  of  days  in  the  hospital 
nursing  a sore  mouth  due  to  an  infected 
tooth. 

Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  general  man- 
ager of  United  Artists,  and  Wolf  Cohen, 
Canadian  general  manager  for  Warner 
Bros.,  were  in  town  on  their  semi-an- 
nual trips. 

Frank  Kershaw,  division  manager  for 
FP  at  Winnipeg,  spent  a few  days  here 
as  a short  release  from  prairie  tempera- 
tures. Frank  knows  his  way  about  in  this 
city,  having  spent  some  time  here  in  the 
past. 

Ralph  Calladine,  Columbia  and  Plaza 
theatres,  Victoria,  passed  through  with  his 
wife  on  their  way  to  California  for  a va- 
cation, on  which  they  will,  of  course,  take 
in  Santa  Anita. 

“Youth  Marches  On”  had  its  moment  at 
the  Capitol  with  a lot  of  publicity  by  the 
press,  pulpit  and  the  Oxford  group.  It 
was  well  received,  although  many  felt  its 
point  was  insufficiently  emphasized. 


Lloyd  Mills  Managing 
The  Elgin,  Ottawa 

Ottawa — The  Elgin  Theatre,  first-run 
house  here  which  was  opened  14  months 
ago,  has  emerged  under  new  management 
with  the  appointment  of  Lloyd  C.  Mills  to 
succeed  Joseph  J.  Paul,  who  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  Royal  at  Welland,  Ont. 

Mills,  who  is  a graduate  of  the  Hanson 
chain,  had  been  manager  of  the  Center 
Theatre  at  London,  Ont.,  for  the  past  two 
years  during  which  time  he  had  brought 
this  house  to  the  first  flight  in  the  20th 
Century  Theatres’  circuit.  He  is  not  en- 
tirely a stranger  to  Ottawa  because  he 
had  been  relief  manager  at  the  Rideau 
Theatre  for  a short  period. 

Coincident  with  this  appointment  is  the 
announcement  that  W.  J.  Stewart,  pioneer 
Canadian  showman  and  manager  of  Af- 
filiated Theatrical  Offices,  had  been  made 
exploitation  supervisor  for  20th  Century 
Theatres,  a group  of  independent  houses 
headed  by  H.  Freedman. 


Renew  Ellen  Drew 

Hollywood — A new  acting  contract  has 
been  handed  to  EUen  Drew  at  Paramount. 
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Yellow  But  Useiul 


Toronto — Clair  Hague  of  Toronto,  repre- 
sentative for  Universal  in  Canada  nearly 
three  decades,  has  brought  out  an  in- 
teresting relic  which  ties  in  with  the  cur- 
rent release  of  “Jesse  James.” 

This  souvenir  is  a tattered  herald,  yel- 
low with  age,  which  was  used  30  years 
ago  by  the  Opera  House  at  Chatham,  Ont., 
for  the  screen  presentation  of  “James  Boys 
in  Missouri”  which,  according  to  Hague, 
is  the  original  version  of  the  bandit  story. 

Instead  of  utilizing  such  words  as  gla- 
mour, stupendous,  colossal  and  gripping, 
the  handbill  announces  that  “James  Boys 
in  Missouri”  is  “very  exciting”  and  de- 
scribes the  picture  as  follows: 

“Total  footage  for  this  super  road  pro- 
duction is  6,000  feet.  An  immense  scenic 
production  showing  their  career  from  start 
to  finish.  The  train  robbery!  The  bank 
robbery!  Stage  holdup  and  all  the  other 
adventures!” 

The  records  preserved  by  Hague  show 
that  the  Opera  House  was  packed  for  the 
engagement  and  it  is  also  brought  out 
that  the  program  was  a double  bill,  thus 
proving  that  double  features  are  not  so 
modern.  The  second  picture  on  the  pro- 
gram was  “Rip  Van  Winkle.” 

The  following  week’s  attraction  at  the 
Chatham  Theatre  was  announced:  “David 
and  Goliath  and  Jerusalem  in  the  Time 
of  Christ”  which  was  described  “As  good 
as  the  Passion  Play.” 

"Boys  Town"  Enjoyed  by 
Loretta  Abbey  Nuns 

Toronto  — Although  members  of  the 
order  at  Loretta  Abbey  here  are  not  per- 
mitted to  attend  a theatre  performance, 
the  nuns  of  the  convent  were  able  to  en- 
joy a presentation  of  “Boys  Town”  at  the 
institution  Saturday  afternoon,  all  because 
Sister  Lucilla  is  a sister  of  Jolm  Meehan 
who  was  the  author  of  the  screenplay. 

Word  was  relayed  to  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
former  Canadian  in  Hollywood,  who  wrote 
to  Henry  L.  Nathanson,  general  manager 
of  Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  asking  that 
the  latter  arrange  a private  screening  for 
Sister  Lucilla.  A wire  was  sent  from  To- 
ronto to  Montreal  for  a portable  projector 
but  it  was  found  to  be  for  60-cycle  cur- 
rent, so  another  wire  was  sent  for  the 
proper  equipment  and  ultimately  a private 
screening  was  held  in  the  school  for  all 
members  of  the  order. 


Script  "Wind" 

Hollywood — Ben  Hecht  and  Karl  Van 
Druten  will  collaborate  on  the  screen 
adaptation  of  “Gone  With  the  Wind”  for 
David  O.  Selznick. 


Corrigan  Film  Tops 

Hollywood — Dorothy  Appleby,  formerly 
with  Rudy  Vallee’s  band,  and  Joyce  Comp- 
ton have  the  top  feminine  roles  in  RKO’s 
“The  Flying  Irishman,”  starring  Douglas 
“Wrong  Way”  Corrigan. 


Paramount  Retitles  One 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  retitled 
“Night  Spot  Hostess”  as  “Unmarried.” 


Critical  Praise  Given 
"Great  Man  Votes" 

Winnipeg — Frank  Morris,  film  critic  of 
the  Winnipeg  Free  Press,  introduced  a per- 
sonal angle  in  his  warm  words  of  praise 
for  “The  Great  Man  Votes,”  when  it  played 
at  the  Lyceum.  Said  Morris: 

“An  adroit,  human  picture  is  ‘The  Great 
Man  Votes,’  which  is  now  being  shown  in 
Winnipeg.  It  is  not  elaborate,  and  its  cost 
of  production  does  not  rate  with  the  dizzy 
sums  that  Hollywood  often  lavishes  on  its 
major  efforts.  But  it  has  something  that 
a good  many  pictures  lack,  namely,  a good 
basic  idea  which  has  been  transferred  to 
a sound,  beautifully  written  script.  And  to 
complete  the  catalogue  of  excellencies  it 
has  been  acted  with  skill  and  directed 
with  discernment, 

“I  have  been  waiting  for  ‘The  Great 
Man  Votes’  with  a good  deal  of  expectancy, 
since  I was  lucky  enough  to  have  been 
given  a script  of  the  picture  by  Producer 
Cliff  Reid  when  I visited  Hollywood  last 
October,  When  I talked  with  John  Barry- 
more he  had  been  very  happy  about  his 
role  and  was  hoping  that  the  public  would 
like  him  in  it.  Mr.  Reid  . . . clings  to 
the  sensible  idea  that  it  is  po.ssi’cle  to  have 
a complete  working  script  carefully  pre- 
pared before  the  cameras  start  to  grind. 
You  would  be  surprised  how  many  films 
are  made  in  Hollywood  on  the  day-to-day 
basis,  with  the  authors  turning  out  the 
dialogue  while  the  actors  performed  lines 
written  on  the  spot. 

“Garson  Kanin,  a director  in  his  20’s, 
has  handled  the  film  with  an  imagination 
that  sees  beneath  the  surface  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  story.  He  has  a healthy  respect 
for  sentiment,  but  it  is  his  servant,  not  his 
master. 

“ ‘The  Great  Man  Votes’  had  just  start- 
ed production  last  October,  but  the  fin- 
ished result  differs  very  little  from  the 
script  that  was  in  Producer  Reid’s  office 
at  the  time. 

“Yes,  good  films  can  be  made  sensibly — 
and  for  a good  deal  less  than  $1,000,000.” 


MONTREAL 
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West  Indies,  Brazil,  Argentina,  across  the 
Andes  to  Chile  and  then  up  the  coast  to 
Central  America. 

An  Australian  film  star,  Margaret  Vy- 
ner,  will  be  given  the  attractive  task  of 
displaying  at  a local  department  store 
the  advance  selections  of  gowns  for  re- 
ceptions and  court  occasions  to  be  brought 
over  by  Norman  Hartnell  of  London,  who 
designed  Queen  Elizabeth’s  dresses,  and 
who  will  be  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States  for  the  royal  visit.  Miss  Vyner, 
who  formerly  was  associated  with  Hart- 
nell’s, will  take  charge  of  the  exhibit 
as  representative  of  the  firm  and  will 
supervise  the  making  of  these  gowns  for 
clients  of  the  local  store. 


Advisor  on  Nazi  Film 

Hollywood — Baron  Cal  von  Ripper,  who 
spent  seven  months  in  a Nazi  concentra- 
tion camp,  has  been  signed  by  RKO  in  an 
advisory  capacity  for  the  company’s  forth- 
coming “Unknown  Patriot,” 


Shows  Too  Long 


Toronto — “I’ll  tell  you  what  is  wrong 
with  the  movies,”  declared  Jack  Purves, 
manager  of  the  Village  Theatre,  the  smart 
theatre  in  the  fashionable  suburban  com- 
munity of  Forest  Hill  Village  adjacent  to 
Toronto. 

“Many  people  go  to  a show  only  once  a 
week,”  he  explained,  “and  the  reason  why 
they  do  not  go  more  frequently  is  this: 
They  go  to  a neighborhood  house  when 
it  opens  at  1 p.  m.  and  they  don’t  get  out 
until  5:32  p.  m.  They  have  seen  4V^ 
hours  of  moving  picture  entertainment  and 
they  don’t  want  to  see  any  more  for  at 
least  a week.  In  other  words,  a program 
consisting  of  two  features,  a 2-reel  comedy, 
a cartoon  and  newsreel  is  too  much  and 
all  theatres  suffer  as  a result. 

“I  get  more  business  when  I play  a 
single  feature,”  Purves  asserted.  The 
policy  of  the  Village  Theatre  is  to  play  a 
double  bUl  for  the  first  half  of  the  week 
and  a single  feature,  with  good  shorts,  for 
a two-hour  show  the  last  three  days  of  a 
week. 

British  Films  Revived 
On  Toronto  Screens 

Toronto — British  features  had  almost 
reached  the  vanishing  point  on  local 
screens  when  a “season”  of  British-made 
productions  developed  which  has  aroused 
considerable  enthusiastic  comment  because 
of  holdover  engagements  and  general  in- 
terest at  a period  when  trying  weather 
and  health  conditions  have  been  evident. 

Among  the  current  successes: 

“The  Lady  Vanishes”  surprised  even  the 
trade  executives  with  a record  engagement 
of  seven  weeks  at  the  Eglinton  Theatre, 
Toronto. 

“Drums”  played  three  weeks  at  the 
Uptown  Theatre;  “The  Mikado”  is  in  its 
second  week  at  the  Uptown  at  this  writ- 
ing; “Pygmalion”  is  playing  its  second 
week  at  Loew’s  Theatre  where  “The  Cita- 
del” had  occupied  the  screen  for  two 
weeks. 

“Moonlight  Sonata”  was  at  the  Uptown 
for  one  week  after  which  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Tivoli  for  an  extended  run, 
this  move  being  made  so  that  “The  Mi- 
kado” could  get  under  way. 

Three  of  the  four  large  downtown  houses 
are  featuring  British  productions. 


"Gold"  for  Goldwyn 

Hollywood  — Samuel  Goldwyn’s  next 
production  for  UA  will  be  “Black  Gold,” 
a story  of  America’s  oil  fields.  Jon  Hall, 
Dorothy  Lamour  and  Joel  McCrea  have 
leading  roles. 


Co-Featured  in  “Escape" 

Hollywood — George  Brent  and  Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald  have  featured  roles  in 
WB’s  “You  Can’t  Escape  Forever,”  being 
scripted  by  Julius  and  Pliil  Epstein. 


Rogers  Signs  Bainter 

Hollywood — Fay  Bainter,  under  contract 
to  WB,  has  also  signed  a long-term  con- 
tract with  Charles  R.  Rogers,  with  “Our 
Neighbors — the  Carters”  her  first  assign- 
ment for  Rogers. 
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Manij  Indiana  Bills 
Affect  Theatres 

Indianapolis — Exhibitors  are  watching 
with  interest  several  bills  now  pending  in 
the  Indiana  legislature.  Among  them 
is  H.  B.  140  introduced  by  Representative 
Gavit  which  would  require  a license  for 
operating  a vending  machine,  fees  de- 
pending on  the  value  of  coins  used  to 
operate  the  machine.  This  bill  affects 
theatres  through  the  use  of  candy  vending 
machines  and  would  place  an  annual  li- 
cense fee  of  $5  per  unit. 

H.  B.  367,  introduced  by  Representative 
Foster  and  referred  to  Judiciary  A Com- 
mittee, would  prohibit  theatres  in  first- 
class  cities  presenting  stage  productions 
from  selling  admission  tickets  when  all 
seats  are  filled;  prohibits  standing  in  lobby, 
foyer  and  entrance:  provides  that  a fire- 
man must  be  on  duty  in  the  theatre  for 
each  500  patrons,  his  salary  to  be  as- 
sumed by  the  theatre  operator.  As  the 
bill  now  stands  it  would  affect  only  the 
theatres  in  downtown  Indianapolis,  inas- 
much as  Indianapolis  is  the  only  first- 
class  city  in  Indiana. 

In  addition  several  bills  have  been  in- 
troduced pertaining  to  wages  and  hours, 
unemployment  compensation  and  work- 
men’s compensation. 

S.  B.  184  is  an  Act  to  amend  the  com- 
pensation act  by  creating  a state  insur- 
ance fund. 

S.  B.  14  is  a minimum  wage  bill  with 
the  maximum  hour  feature  lacking.  This 
bill  also  prohibits  discrimination  between 
the  sexes. 

S.  B.  12  is  an  Act  to  amend  the  work- 
men’s compensation  act  to  further  protect 
the  employe. 

H.  B.  59  is  an  act  to  amend  the  work- 
men’s compensation  act  by  increasing  the 
period  of  benefits. 

H.  B.  73  is  an  act  to  amend  the  work- 
men’s compensation  act  by  preserving  to 
the  employe  any  rights  of  action  for  in- 
juries against  third  parties. 

H.  B.  415  is  an  act  to  amend  the  un- 
employment compensation  law  by  amend- 
ing that  section  relating  to  definitions  and 
to  the  period  and  termination  of  employ- 
er’s coverage.  This  bill  is  designed  to 
enhance  the  workings  of  the  act. 

H.  B.  446  is  also  an  act  to  amend  the 
unemployment  compensation  act  and  con- 
tains the  entire  act  as  the  framers  desire 
it  to  be  amended.  The  provisions  con- 
tained therein  are  designed  to  increase 
the  value  of  the  act.  This  bill  reduces 
the  employing  unit  to  one  which  employs 
four  or  more  individuals. 

H.  B.  43  is  the  state  counterpart  of  the 
federal  wages  and  hours  law,  fixing  mini- 
mum wages  for  the  first  year  at  25  cents 
an  hour  and  maximum  hours  at  44  hours 
per  week  and  eight  hours  a day.  After 
the  expiration  of  the  second  year  that 
the  act  is  effective,  the  minimum  wage 
will  be  30  cents  an  hour.  Subsequent  to 
that  the  minimum  wage  can  be  raised  by 
the  wage  board  to  40  cents  an  hour,  but 
in  any  event,  after  the  expiration  of  seven 
years,  the  minimum  wage  will  be  40  cents 
an  hour. 


Two  Anti-Trust  Suits  Slated  for 
Federal  Hearings  in  Chicago 


By  GENE  RICH 

Chicago — Two  anti-trust  suits  against 
major  companies  and  B&K  are  scheduled 
to  come  before  federal  judges  early  next 
week,  with  the  dispensation  of  the  gov- 
ernment’s criminal  contempt  case  against 
B&K  and  seven  majors  still  up  in  the  air. 

When  Judge  Charles  Woodward  quashed 
the  remaining  subpoenas  duces  tecum  of 
the  government  against  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Loew’s,  Inc.,  the  department  of  jus- 
tice’s case  was  fairly  well  crumpled.  Rob- 
ert J.  Wright,  special  assistant  attorney 
general,  at  this  writing  is  in  Washington 
conferring  with  Thurman  Arnold,  assist- 
ant attorney  general  in  charge  of  anti- 
trust suits,  on  the  next  course  of  action. 
Seymour  Simon,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney, 
during  the  hearing  before  Judge  Wood- 
ward on  the  20th  Century-Fox  and  Loew’s 
subpoenas  intimated  that  the  quashing  of 
them,  thus  forestalling  the  possibility  of 
the  government  obtaining  records  and  files 
in  the  case,  made  it  difficult  for  the  de- 
partment of  justice  to  continue  its  prosecu- 
tion of  the  information  for  criminal  con- 
tempt. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  known  that  Arn- 
old has  orders  to  let  up  on  business  due  to 
the  nearness  of  the  1940  political  cam- 
paigns, and,  accordingly,  he  may  not  force 
the  issue  of  going  before  the  grand  jury 
for  new  federal  indictments,  as  Wright 
wants  to  do.  Thus,  this  leaves  the  next 
move  to  the  government — one  that  still  is 
undecided. 

On  Monday,  before  Judge  William  Holly, 


a pre-trial  conference  will  take  place 
among  the  Gary  Theatre  Co.  and  B&K, 
Great  States,  Warner  Theatres  and  the 
film  companies,  and  their  attorneys,  on 
that  anti-trust  suit.  Filed  many  months 
ago  and  floundering  for  considerable  time, 
the  plaintiffs  now  are  pushing  for  a trial 
of  the  case.  The  pre-trial  conference  will 
be  held  to  consider  simplification  so  as 
to  prepare  the  case  for  actual  trial. 

To  File  Clearance  Petition 

A petition  for  dismissal  of  the  indepen- 
dent exhibitors’  suit  on  clearance  and 
zoning  against  B&K  and  the  majors,  will 
be  filed  by  the  defendant  companies  on 
Tuesday,  when  that  case  comes  before 
Federal  Judge  James  Wilkerson  again.  In 
addition,  it  is  expected  that  the  defense 
will  file  supplementary  motions  to  strike 
several  parts  of  the  original  complaint, 
motions  that  have  been  made  and  ruled 
out  several  times  already. 

Judge  Wilkerson  has  promised  also  at 
that  time  to  rule  on  the  motions  of  the 
plaintiffs  that  taking  of  testimony  during 
depositions  be  limited  by  the  defense. 
Joseph  Rosenberg,  attorney  for  the  inde- 
pendents, has  several  times  contended  that 
the  defense  has  no  need  for  seeking  the 
profit  and  loss  statements  of  the  inde- 
pendent exhibitors. 

Additional  arguments  are  expected  in 
this  case,  while  Judge  Wilkerson  attempts 
to  settle  all  other  preliminary  matters 
pending  the  suit  preparatory  to  setting 
it  down  for  final  trial  hearing. 


Competitive  BoxoHice 
To  Help  During  Lent 

Wausau,  Wis. — The  Marathon  County 
Civic  corporation,  a non-profit  organiza- 
tion established  to  carry  out  community 
undertakings  of  public  benefit,  has  set  up 
a competitive  boxoffice  in  front  of  the 
Wausau  Theatre  here  for  the  sale  of 
benefit  tickets  to  both  the  Wausau  and 
the  Grand  theatres. 

For  a whole  month  the  civic  corporation 
will  receive  25  per  cent  of  the  price  of 
all  tickets  it  is  able  to  sell,  but  not  of 
those  sold  at  the  theatre  boxoffices.  The 
benefit  tieup,  wliich  started  February  25, 
is  expected  to  help  boost  the  sale  of  tick- 
ets during  Lent. 


Dedication  of  20th-Fox 
Exchange  Set  April  3 

Chicago — Ceremonious  laying  of  the  cor- 
nerstone for  the  new  20th  Century-Fox 
exchange  building  at  13th  and  Wabash 
will  take  place  during  the  company’s  na- 
tional convention,  which  opens  here 
April  3. 

Actual  excavation  has  started  and  work 
will  proceed  now  on  erection  of  the  build- 
ing. It  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy July  1. 


ATOI  District  No.  3 
Meeting  Is  Held 

Indianapolis  — The  regional  luncheon 
meeting  of  district  No.  3 of  the  ATOI  held 
at  the  Antlers  Hotel,  was  attended  by  the 
following : 

A.  C.  Zaring  and  Ed  Zeyen,  Zaring  The- 
atre; Alfred  Ackerman  and  Mark  Gates, 
Tacoma:  Oscar  Kuschner,  Hollywood;  Nat 
Tamler,  Oliver;  Gray  Kilbourn,  Uptown  & 
Ritz;  Claude  Allison,  Strand;  Carl  Niesse 
and  Mr.  Quinn,  Vogue;  Art  Baker,  Circle; 
Ken  Collins,  Indiana  & Apollo;  Rex  Carr, 
Alamo  & Ambassador;  Harry  Markun,  Tal- 
bott & Belmont;  Ernie  Miller,  Cinema,  and 
Don  Rossiter,  Association  secretary. 

Rossiter  reported  briefly  on  the  legis- 
lation. 

A communication  from  Allied  regarding 
Zanuck’s  action  on  motion  picture  stars 
appearing  on  the  air  was  read  and  dis- 
cussed. M-G-M’s  action  was  commended. 

The  announcement  of  Allied’s  patriotic 
trailers  now  available  to  members  was 
made. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2:30  p.  m. 
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Prohibition  Writ  Stays  Court 
In  a Union  Ouster  Move 


Windy  City  Takes 
In  Sharp  Drop 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Suggestions  and 
arguments  have  been  filed  with  the  Mis- 
souri supreme  court  en  banc  here  in  be- 
half of  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  P.  Oakley  of 
Division  No.  3 of  the  St.  Louis  circuit 
court  by  the  law  firm  of  Roessel  & Min- 
ton in  opposition  to  the  application  for  a 
writ  of  prohibition  against  Judge  Oakley 
which  was  asked  by  John  P.  Nick,  vice- 
president  of  the  lATSE,  and  Clyde  A.  Wes- 
ton, business  agent  of  Local  Union  No.  143. 

The  writ  is  intended  to  prevent  Judge 
Oakley  from  proceeding  with  the  trial  of 
the  suit  filed  by  18  members  of  Local  No. 
143  to  oust  Nick,  Weston  and  George  E. 
Browne,  president  of  the  lATSE,  from 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  local  union. 
The  appointment  of  a receiver  for  the 
union  and  an  accounting  from  the  de- 
fendants also  is  sought  in  the  action  be- 
fore Judge  Oakley. 

The  application  for  the  writ  of  prolribi- 
tion  automatically  postponed  the  circuit 
court  trial  until  such  time  as  the  supreme 
court  can  pass  on  the  application.  When 
the  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  tele- 
phoned Judge  Oakley  that  the  application 
had  been  filed  the  judge  continued  the 
hearmg  set  for  that  day. 

In  the  suggestions  filed  on  behalf  of 
Judge  Oakley  it  was  declared  that  the 
ousting  of  Nick  and  Weston  from 
“wrongfully  dominating  local  No.  143”  is 
desired  by  those  who  have  a legal  inter- 
est in  the  property  involved,  and  the  mat- 
ter is  one  not  subject  to  a writ  of  prohibi- 
tion, but  rightfully  belongs  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  circuit  court. 

“To  be  perfectly  frank,”  the  argument 
continued,  “the  issue  raised  is  whether 
racketeering  shaU  be  continued  in  a trade 
union  and  whether  or  not  free-born  Ameri- 
can citizens  are  to  have  saddled  upon  their 
shoulders  a reign  of  terror  which  does 
violence  to  every  tenet  of  the  doctrines 
upon  which  democracies  are  founded.” 

It  was  also  declared  in  the  suggestion 
that  issuance  of  the  writ  sought  by  Nick 
and  Weston  would  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice  in  the  case. 

The  suggestions  went  with  the  petition 
for  the  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  judges 
assigned  to  investigate  the  matter  and  will 
be  acted  upon  when  they  make  a report 
to  the  court  en  banc. 

Browne  did  not  join  in  the  application 
for  the  writ  of  prohibition  since  he  has 
never  been  served  in  connection  with  the 
ouster  suit. 

Paul  Dillon  and  Sigmund  M.  Bass,  coun- 
sel for  Nick  and  Weston  in  the  petition  for 
the  writ  of  prohibition  contended  that  the 
19  complaining  unionists  are  not  proper 
plaintiffs  and  had  no  right  to  an  account- 
ing. The  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court 
was  questioned  on  the  grounds  the  plain- 
tiffs had  not  exhausted  their  remedies 
within  the  union  organization. 

Nick  returned  to  St.  Louis  from  Miami, 
Fla.,  and  furnished  a bond  for  $5,000  in 
connection  with  the  indictment  returned 
earlier  in  the  week  charging  him  and 
Weston  with  extortion  in  connection  with 


an  alleged  $6,500  “shakedown”  of  motion 
picture  theatre  owners  in  1937  at  the  time 
the  annual  wage  scale  and  working  agree- 
ment contract  with  the  operators  was  up 
for  consideration. 

Weston  previously  had  furnished  a bond 
for  $25,000  to  answer  the  charge.  Nick’s 
bond  was  set  at  only  $5,000  because  he  also 
is  under  a $25,000  bond  in  connection  with 
another  charge  of  extortion  against  him- 
self and  State  Representative  Edward  M. 
(Putty  Nose)  Brady  in  connection  with  an 
alleged  $10,000  “shakedown”  in  1936. 

Nick’s  new  bond  was  signed  by  his 
brother  and  sister-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  P.  Nick  of  this  city.  He  said  that 
he  planned  to  return  to  the  south  to  un- 
dergo further  treatments  for  arthritis 
from  which  he  has  been  suffering  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

Investigation  into  the  affairs  of  Local 
No.  143  is  a “closed  incident”  as  far  as  the 
members  of  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Union  are  concerned.  Delegates  at  a 
meeting  of  the  union  on  Sunday  so 
decided. 

A month  ago  the  central  body  had  asked 
the  executive  council  of  the  AFL  to  obtain 
permission  from  Browne  for  the  council 
to  conduct  an  investigation  into  the 
charges  against  Nick  and  Weston.  Browne 
has  taken  the  position  that  the  lATSE 
can  handle  its  own  affairs,  and  he  so  in- 
formed William  Green,  president  of  the 
AFL.  Green  passed  this  information  along 
to  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor  Union, 
causing  it  to  back  down  on  its  former 
request. 

Edward  Walker  Hosts 
Kerasotes  Managers 

Havana,  III. — In  honor  of  his  recent 
wedding,  Edwai'd  Walker,  manager  of  the 
two  Kerasotes  theatres  here,  entertained 
several  Kerasotes  managers  and  executives 
and  their  wives  and  lady  friends  at  his 
home.  Among  those  present  were:  George 
Kerasotes,  Dave  Jones,  Edmond  Metzger 
and  Stanley  Palmer,  all  of  Springfield; 
Bill  Ford,  Peoria;  Bernard  Palmer,  Onar- 
ga;  and  Verdie  Kinner,  Havana.  Metzger 
took  motion  pictures  of  the  evening’s 
events. 

Four  Quiz  Winners 
From  Springiield 

Springfield,  III. — Four  winners  in  the 
$250,000  Movie  Quiz  contest  were  an- 
nounced Monday  from  the  stages  of  the 
Fox-IincoLn  and  Orpheum  theatres,  the 
local  participating  houses. 

The  winners,  each  of  whom  won  $10, 
were  Marguerite  E.  O’Neil,  1619  Loveland; 
Miss  Virginia  Bourland,  2000  E.  So.  Grand 
Ave.;  Betty  Mercer,  1412  So.  Walnut; 
Chris  H.  Schafer,  2447  So.  13th. 

M.  E.  Berman  is  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum and  A.  R.  Zimmer  heads  the  Fox- 
Lincoln. 


Chicago  — “Confidentially,  business 
stinks.” 

That’s  what  one  exhibitor  said  this  week, 
and  he  echoed  the  sentiments  of  every 
other  exhibitor  in  the  city. 

Even  in  the  loop,  where  business  usually 
is  good  at  least  one  or  two  days  in  the 
week,  boxoffice  takes  were  off  consid- 
erably. M-G-M’s  “Let  Freedom  Ring,” 
with  knockout  reviews  by  the  critics  and 
excellent  word  of  mouth  advertising,  failed 
to  click  at  the  United  Artists.  Robert 
Taylor  in  “Stand  Up  and  Fight”  was  off 
at  the  Chicago. 

By  the  same  token  of  unexplainable 
public  reaction,  “Pygmalion”  continued  to 
hold  up  well  at  the  Apollo  and  will  go  for 
a fourth  week.  RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  held 
well  for  its  fourth  stanza. 

And  in  the  neighborhoods,  every  the- 
atre was  off  considerably.  There  was  hard- 
ly an  exception  to  the  rule,  with  both  big 
and  small  houses  being  affected  similarly. 


A Move  to  Secure  a 
Higher  Sales  Tax 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Although  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Missouri  General  As- 
sembly, now  in  session,  have  taken  the 
position  that  the  brakes  should  be  set 
against  excessive  governmental  spending 
and  that  taxes  should  not  be  raised,  there 
is  a movement  under  way  in  the  house 
of  representatives  to  pave  the  way  for 
doubling  the  state  sales  taxes  during  the 
next  two  years. 

Representative  H.  P.  Lauf,  Democrat,  of 
Jefferson  City,  has  presented  a resolution 
asking  for  the  submission  to  the  voters 
of  the  state  at  the  general  elections  in 
November,  1940,  a constitutional  amend- 
ment to  determine  whether  they  want  the 
lawmakers  in  1941  to  raise  the  tax  rate 
from  2 to  at  least  3 per  cent  and  maybe 
as  high  as  5 per  cent. 


Iniluenza  Cases  Continue 
Siege  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — No  letup  in  the  widespread 
wave  of  influenza  is  expected  here  for  at 
least  a week.  Dr.  Herman  G.  Morgan,  city 
health  board  secretary,  announces. 

Smallpox  cases  still  are  increasing,  he 
disclosed,  and  16  new  cases  were  reported 
to  the  city  board  of  health  Saturday,  in- 
creasing the  total  for  February  to  158. 
'There  were  139  cases  here  in  January. 

Influenza  is  taking  a heavy  toll  in  box- 
office  receipts  throughout  the  city.  About 
20  to  25  per  cent  of  the  population  is 
suffering  from  the  wave  of  respiratory  dis- 
eases which  continue  to  spread.  In  many 
of  the  city’s  public  schools  the  situation 
is  growing  worse  daily.  All  social  activi- 
ties in  schools,  including  basketball  games 
and  other  night  gatherings,  have  been 
canceled. 
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JjUGENE  ALEXANDER  is  now  the  head 

booker  at  the  Universal  exchange.  He 
was  formerly  employed  at  the  Detroit 
and  Chicago  branches  of  the  company  in 
the  same  capacity. 

Florence  Whelan  is  the  new  telephone 
operator  at  Universal . . . Abe  Baker,  at  the 
desk,  Columbia  Pictures,  reports  that  the 
local  office  expects  to  come  into  the  money 
at  the  final  windup  of  the  personal  achieve- 
ment drive. 

William  Gehring,  20th  Century-Fox  di- 
vision manager,  spent  several  days  in  In- 
dianapolis, consulting  George  Landis, 
branch  manager. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Barrett,  mother  of  John 
Barrett,  bookkeeper,  20th  Century-Fox  ex- 
change, died  February  21.  Death  was 
caused  by  a stroke  of  apoplexy.  Barrett 
has  been  confined  to  his  home  by  influenza 
and  was  present  when  his  mother  passed 
away. 

Floyd  Brown,  manager  Universal  branch, 
and  Abe  Kaufman  were  away  last  week. 
Influenza  victims  . . . John  Downing,  RKO 
field  representative,  is  checking  over  the 
local  branch  . . . Roy  Churchill,  RKO  man- 
ager, is  another  influenza  victim. 

William  McCabe  is  Big  Feature  Rights’ 
new  sales  representative  in  hidiana  . . . 
Jack  Van  Borssum,  Terre  Haute  exhibitor, 
was  rushing  along  Filmrow  last  week  try- 
ing to  get  his  bookings  set.  Jack  is  pre- 
paring to  leave  for  a trip  south  to  enjoy 
the  sunshine  and  have  a general  good  time. 

Tire  Lyric  Theatre  has  advanced  all-day 
prices  from  25  and  30  cents,  to  30  and  40 
cents.  No  special  night  or  matinee  prices 
. . . Rex  Carr,  manager  of  the  Central 
City  Amusement  Co.,  operators  of  the  Am- 
bassador, Alamo  and  Cozy  theatres,  is  con- 
fined to  his  home  by  influenza. 

Along  Filmrow:  Bookers  claim  that  Joe 
Schilling,  Connersville  exhibitor,  seldom 
misses  one  day  a week  on  the  Row  . . . Mrs. 
Janet  Pruitt,  Plainfield  exhibitor,  was  wel- 
comed at  several  exchanges  . . . Harvey 
Cocks,  Quimby  Enterprises,  and  Pete  Mai- 
lers, Ft.  Wayne,  paid  RKO  exchange  a 
visit.  Bob  Scherer,  Linton;  John  Doerr, 
buyer  for  the  Gregory  circuit;  W.  P.  Mc- 
Goverin,  Loogootee;  Art  Burnett,  Muncie; 
Arthur  Howard,  Monon;  C.  W.  Massey, 
Worthington,  and  Robert  L.  Hudson,  Rich- 
mond, were  callers  along  the  Row.  Ray 
Thomas,  Newberg,  Ind.,  exhibitor,  is  con- 
templating opening  the  theatre  at  Ft. 
Branch,  Ind. 

J.  B.  Sconce,  operator  of  the  Browns- 
burg,  Edinburg  and  Greenwood,  Indiana 
theatres  was  injured  slightly  when  his 
car  overturned  on  his  return  to  his  home 
in  Edinburg  from  his  new  theatre  in 
Brownsburg.  The  opening  of  the  Browns- 
burg  Theatre  has  been  delayed  one  week 
because  of  the  accident.  Mr.  Sconce  was 
treated  at  the  local  hospital  for  bruises  and 
lacerations  of  the  head,  but  was  released 
the  next  day.  The  car  was  damaged  only 
slightly. 

Touring  theatrical  companies  may  have 
(Continued  on  page  29) 


Close  Centralia  Schools 

Centralia,  III. — The  local  schools  have 
closed  because  of  the  epidemic  of  influ- 
enza now  sweeping  through  Illinois.  Just 
before  the  closing  order  was  issued,  a 
checkup  showed  580  pupils  out  of  an  en- 
rollment of  2,000  were  absent  because  of 
illness.  Schools  are  also  closed  in  a num- 
ber of  other  southern  Illinois  towns. 


Bids  at  Huntsville 

Huntsville,  Mo. — Bids  were  being  tak- 
en on  the  remodeling  of  the  Capitol  The- 
atre here.  Plans  for  the  work  were  pre- 
pared by  Arnold  Baschen,  Hannibal,  Mo. 
The  work  will  cost  about  $1,500. 


Jack  Benny  Will  Emcee  at 
Chicago  Legion  Meeting 

Hollywood — Jack  Benny  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  emcee  at  a banquet  to  be 
given  by  the  Women’s  Auxiliary  of  Ameri- 
can Legion  at  the  organization’s  annual 
convention  in  Chicago  on  September  27. 

While  at  work  at  Paramount  on  his 
current  feature,  “Men  About  Town,’’  the 
comedian  was  contacted  by  Mrs.  James 
Morris,  head  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary, 
and  Vic  McKenzie,  convention  chairman, 
who  jointly  extended  the  invitation. 

Tire  banquet  at  the  Stevens  Hotel  will 
be  attended  by  Legion  officials,  Illinois 
state  and  Chicago  city  notables,  and  over 
1,500  members  of  the  Women’s  Auxiliary. 


Finally! 

A practical,  down-to-earth  CARBON 
SAVER  that  will  save  25%  and  more 
on  your  monthly  carbon  bill. 

DROLL  CARBON  SAVER 

(Pat.  No.  2,120,243) 

UNBELIEVABLY  LOW  IN  PRICE. 

Used  successfully  for  eight  months  by  Balaban  & 
Katz,  Great  States,  lones,  Linick  & Schaefer. 


Ask  managers  of  any  these  Chicago  theatres: 


Chicago 

Tower 

Granada 

Tivoli 

Belmont 

Uptown 

Riviera 

Downers  Grove 

Marbro 

Regal 

Century 

Will  Rogers 

Cine 

Congress 

State 

Madison- Apollo 

Manor 

Capitol 

Belpark 

Central 

Pantheon 

State  at 

South  Bend 

Varsity  at 

Evanston,  111. 

Pekin,  at 

Pekin,  111. 

Will  not  impair  quality  of  light  in  any  manner. 
Available  on  all  Suprex  Carbons. 

We  still  have  some  select  sales  territories  open 
for  live-wire  theatre  supply  dealers. 

EXHIBITORS— DEALERS:  Write,  wire  NOW 

DROLL  CARBON  SAVER  COMPANY 

351  East  Ohio  — CHICAGO  — Phone:  SUPerior  6060 

Milwaukee  Distributor:  OSCAR  E.  OLSON,  744  North  4th  Street, 
Phone  Marquette  3085  — Milwaukee,  Wis. 
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Fine  in  Milwaukee 
For  Bingo  Party 

Milwaukee  — Judge  Max  W.  Nohl,  in 
municipal  com't  here,  directed  a verdict 
of  guilty  in  the  appeal  of  August  Gieldon, 
from  a district  com’t  fine,-  on  charges  of 
conducting  a Bingo  party  at  Balm  Frei 
hall.  Gieldon  was  fined  $15  by  Judge 
Nohl.  He  had  previously  been  fined  $25. 

The  party  was  advertised  by  Gieldon  as 
being  under  the  auspices  of  a church  so- 
ciety, whereas,  the  defendant  admitted, 
according  to  police,  tliat  he  paid  the  or- 
ganization $25  for  the  use  of  the  name. 

Although  local  police  have  requested 
the  district  attorney  17  times  in  the  last 
two  weeks  for  warrants  for  theatre  and 
hall  Bingo  operators,  the  answer  in  each 
instance  has  been  “no.” 

Warrants  sought  against  exhibitors  in- 
clude one  for  the  Ritz  Theatre,  charged 
with  playing  Bingo  two  nights  a week, 
and  one  for  the  Tower  Theatre  for  the 
playing  of  Ten-O-Win.  Both  houses  are 
independents,  the  former  operated  by 
Michael  H.  Briunm  and  the  latter  by  Har- 
old Mirisch. 

Reported  ready  for  introduction  in  the 
state  legislature  is  a bill  which  would  legal- 
ize Bingo  and  provide  for  its  licensing 
if  the  game  is  not  mider  the  direction  of 
a church  or  charitable  society.  It  is  also 
being  whispered  about  that  bills  for  legal- 
izing horse  and  dog-racing  have  been 
di-afted  and  will  be  introduced  if  their 
authors  believe  there  is  sufficient  senti- 
ment in  the  legislature  to  gain  recognition 
for  them. 

Present  indications  are  that  if  the  meas- 
ure to  license  slot  macliines  introduced 
in  the  legislatm’e  gets  a favorable  hear- 
ing. canvassers  will  be  sent  out  to  obtain 
petitions  for  licensing  pari-mutuel  bet- 
ting on  horse  and  dog  racetracks  in  Wis- 
consin. 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC, 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


Now  Exclusive  Premiums 
For  Men  Are  Offered 

Chicago — Not  to  be  outdone  by  the  spe- 
cial feminine  premiums,  along  comes,  the 
Dur-A-Bil  Products  Co.  of  Chicago  now 
with  a “For-Men-Only”  premium. 

The  new  premiums  are  Stan-Test  Elec- 
tric Dry  Shavers,  distributed  nationally 
by  Harry  Charness  and  Leo  Sachsel  of 
United  Tlieatre  Premiums.  Tlie  deal  is 
similar  to  any  other  premium  affair,  al- 
though it  is  offered  for  a nine-week 
period. 

United  provides  trailers,  handbills  and 
display  material  for  the  premium  plan. 


New  Carbon  Saver  Being 
Handled  by  Droll  Co. 

Chicago — A carbon-saver  used  for  more 
than  eight  months  by  several  of  the  larger 
Windy  City  circuits,  including  B&K,  Great 
States  and  Schoenstadts,  is  being  offered 
by  the  Droll  Carbon  Saver  Co. 

Gus  Anders.  Chicago  projectionist,  in- 
vented the  device.  It  is  being  used  in 
Chicago,  Tower,  Congress,  Cine,  Uptown, 
Granada,  Tivoli,  Marbro,  Will  Rogers  and 
other  theatres. 

The  carbon  saver  can  be  used  on  all 
Suprex  carbons. 


Start  Second  Rebuilding 
On  Lyric  at  Marion 

Marion,  Ind.. — Work  is  starting  again  on 
the  second  rebuilding  of  the  Lyric  The- 
atre, Great  States-Gregory  house  destroy- 
ed recently  by  fire.  Fire  occurred  shortly 
after  the  front  had  been  rebuilt.  During 
the  blaze,  however,  the  front  was  spared 
and  the  auditorium  gutted. 

Seating  capacity  will  be  increased  to 
600.  The  project  is  to  be  completed  in  45 
days  at  a cost  of  $35,000. 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC, 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

113G-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


C IIHI  ll[  C A G O 

GOT  a kick  out  of  Howard  De- 
Tamble’s  definition  of  different  films 
the  other  day.  Howard  says  that  a big 
million  doUar  production  with  popular 
stars  concerning  the  pioneers  of  our  coun- 
try are  called  “epics  of  the  west.”  Take 
the  same  plot  without  a lot  of  high-priced 
production  and  stars  are  “just  plain  west- 
erns.” 

Florence  Lipschitz,  “hello”  girl  at  the 
RKO  exchange,  displayed  some  more  of 
her  histrionic  talents  last  week  when  she 
gave  a recital  featuring  George  Bernard 
Shaw’s  “Saint  Joan”  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Bldg.  . . . When  they  took  those  X-ray 
pictures  of  Harry  Levinson,  RKO 
hooker,  before  his  recent  operation,  quipped 
Max  Factor  of  B&K:  “They  ought  to  use 
those  prints  for  11x14  stills  on  ‘Gunga 
Din.’  ” 

The  Chicago  Monogram  office  of  Henri 
Elman  is  in  third  place  in  the  company’s 
national  billing  and  selling  drive  . . . Joe 
Stout,  B&K  booker,  is  convalescing  from 
his  recent  appendicitis  operation  . . . 
George  West,  St.  Louis-Kansas  City-and- 
Cincinnati  Monogram  franchise  holder, 
and  Pat  West,  west  coast  comedian,  were 
here  last  week  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
their  mother,  who  died  suddenly. 

Ian  Keith  of  the  films,  who  has  just 
completed  a run  in  “The  Copperhead”  for 
the  Federal  Theatre  project  here,  is  now 
directing  rehearsals  of  “Othello,”  for  the 
WPA  project  here  . . . Now  that  the  Woods 
Theatre  is  running  triples  this  is  worth  a 
Ime.  A patron  going  in  asked  the  door- 
man: “Can  I have  my  mail  forwarded  here 
while  I’m  watching  the  show?” 

And  there  is  the  innocent  remark  of 
the  young  matron  along  Filmrow,  who 
having  just  returned  from  Florida,  but 
found  her  tan  disappearing  from  her  face 
nonchalantly  remarked:  “Oh,  well,  I don’t 
need  a tan  to  remind  me  of  the  good  time 
I had  in  Miami  Beach.” 

Mickey  Rooney  caused  a flurry  as  he 
blew  into  town  last  week  and  stopped  off 
at  the  M-G-M  exchayige.  He  gave  the 
girls  at  a loop  store  a thrill,  too,  when 
he  stopped  to  buy  some  ladies  hosiery. 
They  were  for  his  jnom. 

Betty  Jaynes  and  Douglas  McPhail. 
both  M-G-M  starlets,  and  married,  were 
guests  of  the  local  M-G-M  Club  at  the 
exchange  on  Monday  . . . Bill  Hollander 
of  B&K  is  vacationing. 

Norman  Pyle  is  back  from  his  Michigan 
trek  for  M-G-M’s  “Honolulu”  and  will 
start  work  soon  aiding  Bill  Bishop,  dis- 
trict exploiteer,  getting  ready  for  Metro’s 
convention  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  March 
19  to  22. 

Ian  Keith  of  the  films  is  now  at  work 
directing  the  Federal  Theatre’s  produc- 
tion of  “Othello,”  which  may  be  one  of 
the  next  plays  to  be  presented  by  the 
project  here. 

The  Chicago  Monogram  office  was  in 
first  place  this  week  in  the  company’s 
sales  drive  in  honor  of  Ray  Johnston  . . . 
The  district  headed  by  Rud  Lohrenz  is  in 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

--  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 
CHICAGO 


26 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


first  place  as  the  half  way  mark  of  the 
Grad  Sears  Warner  Drive  is  passed.  And 
Tom  Gilliam’s  Chicago  office  is  first 
among  the  exchanges  in  Lohrem’s  district. 

Eddie  Bruimell  back  from  Florida  with 
plenty  of  fish  stories  for  the  boys  . . . 
Johnny  Mednikow’s  Trailer-Made  Service 
of  Illinois  has  also  taken  over  the  Michi- 
gan territO'ry  . . . Phil  Fisher  of  Hollywood 
Amusement  Co.  to  Florida  for  a vacation. 

Bennie  Cohen,  manager  of  the  Warner 
Frolic  Theatre,  celebrates  his  15th  year 
in  charge  of  the  house  on  Sunday. 

Warners  are  accepting  no  more  dates 
on  Bette  Davis’  award-winning  “Jezebel,” 
according  to  advices  from  the  home  office. 
Due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  her  next, 
“Dark  Victory,”  also  a dramatic  film,  has 
its  national  release  date  in  another  month. 

Here  and  Away:  Passing  through  Chi- 
cago, coming  from  the  west  coast  on  the 
Santa  Fe  Super  Chief  were  Peter  Lorre, 
Bert  Lahr,  and  Spyros  Skouras  . . . Harold 
Lloyd  passed  through  en  route  to  New 
York  to-  confer  on  releasing  of  his  next  pic- 
ture through  Paramount  . . . Al  Altman, 
M-G-M  eastern  talent  scout,  was  here 
twice  during  the  week,  en  route  to  and 
from  Hollywood  where  he  conferred  on 
talent  needs  for  1939-40.  While  here,  he 
talked  with  Clarence  Shapiro,  local  talent 
seeker  for  M-G-M  . . . Ben  Kalmenson, 
Warner  eastern  sales  head,  was  here  for 
conferences  . . . Bob  Long,  M-G-M  audi- 
tor, was  here  on  one  of  his  regular  stops 
. . . Adrienne  Ames,  en  route  back  to  the 
coast  . . . Lupe  Velez,  through  on  her  way 
to  Gotham,  said  she  knew  nothing  of  ru- 
mored reco7iciliation  with  her  “Johnnee” 
. . . Amos  ’n’  Andy  and  Mary  Astor  also 
here. 

Republic  maintained  its  10-game  lead 
in  the  Film  Bowling  League  by  taking  the 
Film  Carriers  into  camp  two  out  of  three. 
Universal  gained  a tighter  grip  on  second 
by  taking  two  from  Essaness.  In  the 
other  matches.  Paramount  annexed  two 
from  Photoplay,  while  National  Screen 
won  a pair  from  20th  Century-Fox. 

It  is  understood  American  Legion  offi- 
cials are  planning  to  bring  Fredric  March’s 
current  Broadway  hit,  “The  American 
Way,”  here  for  a week  during  the  legion 
convention  next  fall  . . . Emile  Stern  is 
vacationing  in  Palm  Springs. 

Bob  Crosby  has  been  presented  with  a 
cup  by  Paramount  and  B&K  for  his  most 
unusual  arrangement  of  “St.  Louis  Blues,” 
in  connection  with  the  Paramount  film 
of  the  same  name  . . . Jack  Shumow, 
M-G-M  sales  manager,  is  vacationing,  as 
are  Edna  Prank,  booker,  and  Sally  Gold, 
assistant  cashier. 

Speaking  of  vacations  reminds  us  that 
Dave  Moskovitz,  in  charge  of  M-G-M’s 
checking  service  in  Chicago,  was  return- 
ing from  his  Florida  vacation  some  time 
ago,  and  was  parked  along  the  roadside  in 
Tennessee  repairing  a flat  tire.  When,  who 
should  whiz  by  in  the  opposite  direction  en 
route  to  Florida  but  Ted  Mendelssohn, 
M-G-M  city  salesman.  Ted  is  back  now 
and  reports  his  dad,  Felix  Mendelssohn, 
for  many  years  local  M-G-M  branch  man- 
ager, is  in  the  “pink,”  in  Florida,  where  he 
is  living. 


Assurances  "Daughter" 
Will  Show  in  Chicago 

Chicago — With  an  air  of  mysteriousness 
that  appeared  unaccoimtable,  Tom  Gilliam, 
Warner  branch  manager,  this  week  would 
merely  say  that  “don’t  worry,  it  is  taking 
a little  time  but  we’ll  get  the  permit  in 
due  time.”  He  was  referring  to  “Yes,  My 
Darling  Daughter,”  originally  scheduled 
to  open  Friday  at  the  Chicago  but  now 
moved  back  a week  because  as  late  as 
Tuesday  night  the  permit  from  the  police 
censor’s  office  was  still  not  forthcoming. 

However,  it  is  understood  that  the  per- 
mit is  on  the  way  and  that  the  film 
will  get  a final  okay  with  perhaps  minor 
cuts. 

Lieut.  Harry  Costello,  police  film  cen- 
sor, would  only  remark  that  “thus  far 
there  has  been  no  permit  granted  by  the 
censor  board.” 


Price  Must  Be  "Right" 

In  the  Windy  City 

Chicago^ — Here’s  one  for  the  books!  J. 
Steinberg,  Los  Angeles  business  man,  who 
is  building  a theatre  on  the  west  coast, 
dropped  in  at  Rube  Levine’s  supply  store 
the  other  day.  And  after  just  a few  min- 
ute’s dickering  bought  complete  equip- 
ment, including  lamps,  marquee  letters, 
ticket  machines,  etc.  He  plans  to  buy 
the  seats  and  other  equipment  needed 
shortly. 

The  catch  is  that  the  house  won’t  be 
ready  for  equipping  for  six  months,  and 
besides,  Steinberg  paid  CASH. 


New  Paul  Smith  Unit 

Williamsport,  Ind. — Paul  Smith,  who 
operates  several  theatres  in  neighboring 
towns,  has  opened  a theatre  in  the  Steely 
Bldg,  in  Covington. 


RCA's  New  Plant  Wing 
Ready  About  June  1 

Indianapolis — The  new  wing  of  the  RCA 
Mfg.  Co.,  now  under  construction  at  the 
plant  here,  will  be  ready  to  start  produc- 
tion about  June  1,  the  company  reports. 
It  is  expected  that  much  of  the  firm’s 
sound  equipment  will  be  manufactured 
here. 


Trunick  Recovers  From 
Bout  With  the  Flu 

Indianapolis — W.  C.  Trunick,  RCA  sales 
representative  here,  is  up  from  a week’s 
siege  of  influenza.  Stricken  in  southern 
Illinois,  he  was  nevertheless  able  to  drive 
his  car  back  home. 

RCA  equipment  recently  has  been  in- 
stalled in  Horace  L.  Cooper’s  Palace  The- 
atre at  Chesterton,  and  J.  B.  Sconce’s 
Playhouse  at  Edinburg,  Ind. 


Johnny  Perkins  to  Emcee 
An  F&M  Benefit  Show 

St.  Louis  — Jolinny  Perkins,  national 
ringmaster  of  the  Variety  Clubs  of  Amer- 
ica, was  to  act  as  master  of  ceremonies  at 
the  benefit  midnight  show  slated  for 
March  4 at  Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox  Thea- 
tre. The  show  will  feature  Paul  White- 
man  and  Ms  band.  There  will  be  seven 
vaudeville  acts  and  a “sneak  preview.” 
Proceeds  of  the  benefit  will  go  to  the  aid 
of  refugee  children  from  Germany. 

Earlier  in  the  evening  Whiteman  and 
his  aggregation  will  perform  at  a dinner 
dance  to  be  given  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Variety  Club  at  the  Coronado  Hotel. 
The  plate  charge  will  be  $5.  The  profits 
from  this  affair  goes  to  a local  charity 
sponsored  by  the  Variety  Club. 

Tickets  for  the  benefit  show  are  being 
sold  at  all  of  the  motion  picture  theatres 
in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  county. 


AT  LAST!  SOMETHING  FOR  MEN  ONLY ! 

STAN -TEST  ELECTRIC 
DRY  SHAVER 

FULLY  GUARANTEED 

Offered-in-a-Short-Nine-Week  - Deal! 
Bigger  Than  Any  Former  Giveaway 
or  Money  Game. 

This  sensational  gift  is  packing  theatres  to  the  rafters  with 
holdouts  a half  block  long.  Every  man  will  want  one  of 
these  razors. 

Trailer,  Display,  Handbills,  Attendance  Cards 
Furnished  Free 

PHONE— WRITE  OR  WIRE— NOW 

UNITED  THEATRE  PREMIUMS 

NATIONAL  DISTRIBUTORS 

1233  SO.  WABASH  AVE.  TEL.  VICTORY  0513 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 
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15  Million  Patrons  Pay 
Cost  of  Average  Film 

Marshfield,  Wis. — Dr.  Irvin  E.  Deer, 
director  of  the  community  service  de- 
partment of  the  Motion  Picture  Producers 
and  Distributors  of  America,  Inc.,  ad- 
dressed the  Marshfield  Women’s  Club  and 
the  local  Lions  Club  last  week. 

Tlie  cost  of  making  a motion  picture 
is  only  about  one-sixth  in  the  actual  film- 
ing, he  told  his  listeners.  Half  of  the  cost, 
he  said,  is  consumed  before  a foot  of  film 
is  taken,  in  obtaining  the  story,  writing 
appropriate  scenario  and  conducting  re- 
search to  obtain  accuracy  in  all  details. 
Remainder  of  the  cost  is  in  editing  after 
filming  has  been  completed,  he  said. 

Producers,  Dr.  Deer  explained,  get  only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  admission  price 
paid  to  theatres  by  the  public.  As  a re- 
sult the  average  picture  must  be  seen  by 
15,000,000  people  to  pay  its  way,  he  stated. 

RKO  Sets  Several  Films 
For  Chicago  Orpheum 

Chicago — With  Bobby  Breen  currently 
headlining  the  stage  and  screen  fare  both 
at  the  Palace,  the  house  has  several  other 
pictures  lined  up  for  the  near  future  that 
should  keep  the  vaude-film  policy  there 
for  some  time.  Currently  “Fisherman’s 
Wharf,”  the  Breen  new  RKO  film,  and 
the  youngster  in  person,  plus  Blackstone 
the  Magician,  are  being  offered. 

Next  on  the  screen  will  be  Universal’s 
“You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man,”  with 
RKO’s  “Love  Affair,”  the  new  Astaire- 
Rogers  films,  and  others  in  the  offing. 

Fenoglio  Named  Frisina 
Bridgeport  Manager 

Bridgeport,  III. — Jimmy  Fenoglio  of 
Litchfield,  111.,  has  been  named  manager 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre  here,  operated  by 
Frisina  Amusement  Co. 


No  WPA  "Mikado" 

Chicago  — Though  rumored  about  for 
months  that  the  WPA  would  produce  in 
films  and  swing-opated  version  of  “The 
Mikado,”  which  was  the  rage  of  the  cur- 
rent Chicago  legitimate  theatre  season, 
Harry  Minturn,  Chicago  WPA  federal 
theatre  chief,  this  week  told  Boxoffice 
“there’s  nothing  to  it.” 


Tickets  to  Contest  Winners 

Springfield.  III. — Winners  of  a “Yes, 
My  Darling  Daughter”  contest  held  by  the 
Roxy  Theatre  here  were  awarded  one  ticket 
each  to  the  theatre  by  Max  Tschauder, 
manager. 


JWF  Drive  Reaches  $106,000 

Chicago — The  industry  division  of  the 
Jewish  Welfare  Fund  Drive  has  hit  $106,- 
000.  Jack  Kirsch  is  chairman  of  the  divi- 
sion. 


Morton  Opens  Ladd  Theatre 

Ladd,  III. — The  new  Ladd  Tlieatre  has 
been  reopened  under  the  management  of 
Morton  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Morton. 


^ARL  BIRON,  formerly  with  the  adver- 
tising and  art  departments  of  the  Fox 
and  Warner  circuits  here,  has  turned  his 
hobby  of  producing  distinctive  photo- 
graphic character  studies  through  the 
abrasion  print  method,  into  a profitable 
business. 

Death  has  claimed  Solomon  N.  Lurie, 
father  of  H.  Edward  Lurie,  associated  with 
the  Monogram-Midwest  Film  Exchange 
here.  Besides  H.  Edward,  other  survivors 
are  his  wife,  four  daughters  and  another 
son. 

Don  Larsen,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Davidson  'Theatre  here,  lost  his  wife  last 
week,  following  a long  illness.  Mrs.  Lar- 
sen worked  with  her  husband  for  a number 
of  years  in  the  theatre’s  boxoffice.  Sur- 
vivors besides  her  husband  are  her  mother, 
a sister  and  a brother. 

The  common  council’s  license  committee 
has  denied  a permit  to  William  Montrose, 
who  had  sought  to  install  a soft  drink 
vending  machine  in  the  Riverside  Theatre 
here.  Objectors  to  the  proposal  included 
representatives  of  various  AFL  unions. 

“Monastery,”  sponsored  by  the  St. 
Charles  Boys’  Home,  has  been  held  over  a 
second  week  at  the  Little  Theatre  here. 
Thousands  of  parochial  school  students 
viewed  the  film  during  its  showing  as  a 
result  of  the  tieup. 

Canopies  of  the  Alhambra  and  David- 
son theatres,  both  currently  dark,  plugged 
“Pygmalion”  as  part  of  the  campaign  ad- 
vertising the  flicker  at  Fox’s  Palace. 

Joseph  J.  Ecker  has  purchased  the  Audi- 
torium at  Brillion  and  plans  to  remodel 
it  into  a modern  theatre.  In  partnership 
with  Ray  Pfeiffer,  Ecker  has  been  show- 
ing pictures  at  the  Auditorium. 

Alfred  L.  Balow,  former  projectionist  at 
the  Falls  Theatre  in  Chippeiva  Falls,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Falls  and 
Rivoli  theatres  in  that  city  succeeding 
Fred  Minor,  who  has  been  transferred  to 
the  Minor  Amusement  Co.’s  home  office 
in  Rice  Lake. 

Edward  Benjii,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
'Theatre  in  Madison,  announces  beginning 
March  10  the  inauguration  of  a policy  of 
stage  band  shows  each  Friday  and  Satur- 
day. Opening  band  will  be  Dick  Hudson’s, 
followed  by  Charley  Agnew. 

Dick  Havilland,  who  recently  completed 
several  shorts  for  Mack  Sennett  and  War- 
ner Bros,  on  the  west  coast,  is  currently 
appearing  at  Sam  Pick’s  Club  Madrid,  west 
of  Milwaukee. 

The  recently  opened  Regal  'Theatre,  local 
neighborhood  house,  has  dropped  its  top 
admission  from  25  to  20  cents  and  has 
discontinued  its  opening  policy  of  continu- 
ous shows  from  1 to  11  p.  m.,  opening 
instead  at  5:30  p.  m.  and  charging  15  cents 
imtil  6 p.  m. 

After  a one-week  trial  of  twin  features 
and  vaudeville,  E.  J.  Weisfeldt’s  Riverside 
Theatre  here  has  reverted  to  its  former 
policy  of  a single  feature  and  vaude. 


Gene  Kilburg  Arranges 
A "Tail  Spin"  Tieup 

Milwaukee — Gene  Kilburg,  manager  of 
Fox’s  Wisconsin  'Tlieatre  here,  arranged 
a tieup  with  the  Pennsylvania-Central  air- 
lines in  connection  with  the  showing  of 
“Tail  Spin,”  which  netted  the  house  a 
neat  bit  of  publicity. 

Feature  of  the  tieup  was  a special  short 
wave  radio  broadcast  from  a plane  piloted 
by  Capt.  Clyde  Paddock  over  the  city 
through  a public  address  system  installed 
in  front  of  the  theatre.  Passengers  on 
the  plane  included  press  representatives 
while  Miss  Dorothy  Francis,  local  flier 
with  more  than  300  hours  in  the  air  to 
her  credit,  acted  as  co-pilot. 

A special  court  of  honor  composed  of 
girl  fliers  from  all  over  Wisconsin  was  on 
hand  in  the  lobby  of  the  theatre  to 
welcome  the  party  aboard  the  plane  when 
it  arrived  from  the  airport  to  view  the 
picture  as  guests  of  the  management. 


Walter  Wanger  Bemoans 
Stilted  Screen  Stories 

Chicago — ^Walter  Wanger,  through  here 
en  route  back  to  the  west  coast,  took  time 
out  to  bemoan  the  fact  that  Hollywood  is 
in  a rut  today.  He  said  that  motion  pic- 
tures should  have  specialized  themes  in- 
stead of  the  usual  romantic  plots  “that 
are  used  over  and  over  again.” 

While  he  admitted  this  is  different  from 
the  usual  treatment  of  stories,  he  said 
that  the  public  could  be  educated  to  ex- 
pect the  unusual  in  motion  pictures  after 
several  productions. 


Jeanette  MacDonald  Fans 
Keep  M-G-M  Line  Busy 

Chicago  — Jeanette  MacDonald  has 
plenty  of  fans  in  and  around  Chicago. 

Proof  is  foimd  in  the  many  telephone 
calls  being  received  daily  by  Bill  Bishop 
at  the  exchange  here  from  inquiring  fans 
wondering  whether  the  star’s  current — 
and  first — concert  tour  will  bring  her  to 
Chicago.  Many  also  ask  that,  if  she  does 
not  come  to  Chicago,  what  is  the  nearest 
city  in  which  she  will  appear,  so  that 
they  can  attend. 


B6fK  Pantheon  Back  as 
"B"  House  at  40  Cents 

Chicago — After  two  weeks  as  a “C”  house, 
the  B&K  Pantheon  has  been  moved  up 
a week  again  to  class  “B,”  increasing  the 
admission  price  from  30  to  40  cents.  'The 
change  again  necessitated  changes  in  many 
other  house  policy  plans  throughout  the 
district. 


Nap-Ads  Manager 

Chicago — J.  W.  Worth  has  been  named 
Chicago  district  manager  for  Victor  Cor- 
nelius’ Nap-Ads,  of  Eastland,  Tex.,  and 
has  established  offices  at  830  South 
Michigan.  Worth  said  that  B&K,  Great 
States  and  Lou  Reinheimer  theatres  have 
been  sold  on  the  plan. 
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(Continued  from  page  25) 
found  a friend  in  a Chicago  amusement 
corporation.  It  plans  to  book  plays  in  cer- 
tain cities  before  they  leave  New  York  and 
to  find  in  each  city  some  local  organiza- 
tion or  individual  to  underwrite  the  ex- 
pense of  the  engagement.  Chicago  pro- 
moters hope  to  include  Indianapolis  in 
their  tour. 

The  Settos  Theatre  Circuit  has  taken 
over  the  operation  of  the  Grand  Theatre, 
Linton,  Ind.  This  theatre  has  been  oper- 
ated by  Robert  F.  Scherer  who  recently 
built  the  new  Cine  Theatre  there  and  also 
operates  the  Palace  Theatre  in  Clinton. 
The  acquisition  of  the  Linton  house  makes 
12  theatres  now  under  operation  by  the 
Settos  circuit. 

Wm.  McCabe  is  the  new  sales  repre- 
sentative for  Big  Feature  Rights  Exchanges 
in  Indianapolis.  McCabe  was  formerly  con- 
nected with  Columbia  in  Cincinnati,  RKO 
in  Cleveland  and  with  Capitol  Monogram 
in  Cincinnati.  He  has  been  in  the  film 
business  for  the  last  12  years. 

Theatre  transfers:  Guy  Alexandria  has 
taken  over  the  operation  of  the  Pastime 
Theatre  in  Richmond,  Ind.,  from  Geo. 
Muey  . . . The  Rooksberry  Bros,  have  taken 
over  the  State  Theatre  in  Carlisle,  Ind. 
from  Floyd  Gentry. 

Indianapolis  fans  of  the  Movie  Quiz 
came  through  with  seven  winners  when 
the  finals  were  announced. 

ATOI  announces  the  regular  board  of 
directors  meeting  to  be  held  March  7 at 
the  association  office. 

Seen  along  Filmrow:  A.  McCarty,  Pen- 
dleton; Max  Stahl  and  Nat  Kaufman, 
Shelbyville;  D.  D.  Lee,  Cayuga;  George 
Mailers,  Portland. 

Bair’s  circuit  in  Indianapolis  is  now 
conducting  a jitterbug  jamboree  contest 
weekly  in  four  of  his  theatres.  It  has  been 
announced  by  the  talent  scout,  N.  C. 
Weinberg,  that  they  will  arrange  a city 
wide  jitterbug  contest  at  some  later  date. 

It  is  the  intention  to  bring  in  talent  from 
all  over  the  state  to  compete. 

Sam  Abrams  and  Mrs.  Waddell,  of  the 
local  Grand  National  exchange,  are  con- 
fined to  their  homes  with  the  “flu.”  Prac- 
tically every  office  on  Filmrow  is  operat- 
ing with  a limited  office  force  due  to  the 
epidemic.  The  schools  in  Vermillion  coun- 
ty have  been  closed  and  other  cities  may 
close  soon. 

Maurice  Rubin,  president  of  ATOI,  re- 
turned to  Indiana  from  Florida  this  week 
and  came  to  Indianapolis  on  business  this 
Tuesday. 


Start  “Jitterbug"  Contests 

Indianapolis— Bair’s  Oriental  Theatre 
started  the  first  “jitterbug’’  contest  Wed- 
nesday night.  The  contest  is  being  fea- 
tured in  Bair  houses. 


"Boston  Bullertons" 

Hollywood — “The  Boston  Bullertons,”  a 
Universal  production,  is  being  scripted  by 
Peter  Milne  for  Producer  Edmund  Grain- 
ger. 


St  Louis  "Pygmalion" 
Campaign  Effective 

St.  Louis — The  midwestern  premiere  of 
George  Bernard  Shaw’s  “Pygmalion”  at 
Lcew’s  followed  a sock  exploitation  cam- 
paign that  ranged  from  a reserved  seat 
attendance,  first  in  the  history  of  the 
house,  to  a street  bally  engineered  by  Man- 
ager “Chick”  Evens  and  Jimmy  Harris, 
p.  a.  One  of  the  liighlights  of  the  cam- 
paign was  the  use,  for  the  first  time  here, 
of  a full-page  co-op  ad  in  the  Globe- 
Democrat,  the  town’s  morning  paper.  A 
street  broadcast  tieup  was  made  with  sta- 
tion KXOK. 

Representatives  of  the  Better  Films 
Council,  Board  of  Education,  St.  Louis 
and  Washington  universities  and  the 
mayor  were  among  the  invited  as  guests 
of  the  management.  The  mailing  lists  of 
the  American  Theatre  and  Municipal  The- 
atre Ass’n  were  the  medium  through  wliich 
5,000  natives  were  acquainted  with  the 
opening:  10  prominent  hotels  permitted 
the  use  of  table  cards  liberally  sprinkled 
with  “Pygmalion”  and  theatre  copy  and 
the  street  bally,  used  for  three  days  before 
opening,  consisted  of  half  a dozen  sandwich 
men  made  up  as  Shaw,  with  flowing  whisk- 
ers, top  hats  and  frock  coats,  meandering 
over  the  downtown  district. 


Second  Kilgen  Suit 

St.  Louis — Another  receivership  suit  has 
been  filed  against  the  George  Kilgen  & 
Son,  Inc.,  local  manufacturers  of  organs. 
The  plaintiff  in  the  new  action  is  Eugene 
R.  Kilgen,  sales  manager  of  the  company 
and  one  of  the  four  sons  of  the  late 
Charles  C.  Kilgen,  who  built  the  concern 
into  one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  'The  principal  defendants  in  the 
new  suit  are  Kilgen’s  brothers  and  their 
stepmother. 


10  Years  Ago 


(From  Boxoffice  Files,  March  2,  1929) 
^HE  mother  of  Saul  Meltzer,  operator 

of  the  Milford  in  Chicago,  succumbed  to 
heart  disease  at  the  age  of  53  . . . New 
sound  will  be  installed  in  the  State-Lake, 
acer  in  the  Chicago  loop  . . . Abe  Fisher, 
formerly  UA  branch  manager  in  Chicago^ 
is  now  in  Minneapolis  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity for  Tiffany-Stahl. 

Word  comes  from  Miami  Beach,  Fla., 
where  he  is  vacationing  with  his  mother! 
that  Barney  Balaban  has  married  Mrs. 
TUlie  Urkov  of  Chicago.  Balaban  gave 
his  age  as  41.  According  to  the  dispatch, 
the  ceremony  was  elaborate  and  was  per- 
formed by  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Weisfeld  of 
Congregational  Beth  David  . . . The  Am- 
bassador in  Chicago,  a bankrupt  property, 
went  under  the  hammer. 

Jimmy  Simpson  of  Lovington,  HI.,  has 
purchased  the  Photoplay  Theatre  at  Ar- 
thur, 111.,  from  Charles  Ferris  . . . Two 
Indiana  theatres,  the  Dreamland  at  Fow- 
ler and  the  Messner  at  Attica,  were  dam- 
aged by  fire,  the  first  caused  by  an  over- 
heated furnace  and  the  second  by  a care- 
lessly tossed  cigarette  . . . The  Apollo, 
Circle,  Indiana  and  Palace,  all  first-runs 
in  Indianapolis,  are  now  equipped  with 
sound. 


ST.  ILOCJIS 

p^AY  CURRAN,  office  manager  for  United 
Artists,  is  boasting  like  Dizzy  Dean  be- 
cause his  wife  Betty  had  an  sya-poimd  boy. 

Burton  Holmes  was  the  subject  of  a 
special  magazine  article  in  the  Post-Dis- 
patch the  night  of  February  27.  He  was 
dubbed  the  world’s  greatest  traveler.  That 
evening  he  gave  the  second  of  his  series  of 
Monday  evening  travelogues  at  the  Munic- 
ipal Auditorium  and  played  to  fine  busi- 
ness. The  talk  dealt  with  a trip  to  the 
West  Indies. 

Another  Fi-ench  movie,  “Abused  Confi- 
dence,” and  starring  Danielle  Darrieux 
is  to  be  presented  at  the  S’Renco  Screen- 
ing Room  for  an  engagement  of  fom-  days 
opening  on  Sunday,  March  5.  Two  per- 
formances will  be  given  each  night. 


Rooney  and  Bartholomew 
In  "A  Yank  at  Eton" 

Hollywood — With  John  W.  Considine  jr. 
producing,  Metro  will  star  Mickey  Rooney 
in  “A  Yank  at  Eton.”  Freddie  Bartholo- 
mew will  have  a role  and  Sam  Wood,  cur- 
I’ently  in  England  piloting  “Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,”  will  direct.  Picture  will  be  filmed 
in  Hollywood. 

Grant  Two  "Hopalongs" 

An  Increased  Budget 

Hollywood — To  be  made  on  a more 
elaborate  scale  than  previous  efforts  in  the 
series.  Producer  Harry  Sherman  has  a pair 
of  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  westerns  in  script 
form  and  ready  for  production.  Harrison 
Jacobs  did  the  screenplay  on  both — 
“Argentina,”  with  a South  American  back- 
ground, and  “Cheyenne  Days.”  Paramount 
will  release. 


"Moon  and  Sixpence" 

Is  on  Warner  List 

Hollywood — Warner  has  film  rights  to 
W.  Somreset  Maughan’s  “Moon  and  Six- 
pence” and  will  produce  it  this  spring  with 
Edward  G.  Robinson  in  the  starring  role. 
Robinson,  currently  in  “Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy,”  will  first  make  “Brother 
Orchid.” 


Fenton  Wields  Meg 

Hollywood — Initial  feature-length  di- 
rectorial chore  for  Leslie  Fenton  at  M-G-M 
will  be  “A  Hundred  to  One,”  newspaper 
story,  in  which  Melvyn  Douglas  has  the 
lead.  Edward  Chodorov  will  produce. 


LeRoy  Hands  Vidor  a Meg 

Hollywood — “Witch  of  the  Wilderness” 
will  be  directed  by  King  Vidor  for  Producer 
Mervyn  LeRoy  at  Metro. 


Directorial  Chore  to  Morse 

Hollywood  — Terry  Morse  will  direct 
“Dead  Alive,”  next  in  Warner’s  “Torchy 
Blane”  series. 
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"Committee  of  56" 
Will  Fete  Benes 

Hollywood — Liberal  elements  will  usher 
in  the  first  day  of  spring  with  one  of  the 
most  important  and  significant  progres- 
sive affairs  of  1939,  when  on  March  21  the 
Hollywood  Committee  of  56  will  fete  Dr. 
Eduard  Benes,  former  president  of  Czecho- 
slovakia, who  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a 
banquet  and  meeting.  The  dinner  is  be- 
ing planned  as  a step  in  the  Committee’s 
drive  to  have  President  Roosevelt  sever  all 
trade  relations  with  Nazi  Germany.  The 
former  Czech  president  is  currently  in  New 
York.  Cooperating  in  the  enterprize  are 
the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League  and  the 
Motion  Pictm’e  Artists  Committee. 

Other  activities  of  progressive  groups 
found  the  Associated  Film  Audiences  get- 
ting under  way  with  its  eight-lecture  series 
under  the  title  “How  Motion  Pictures  Are 
Made.”  First  talk  was  given  by  Director 
Frank  Tuttle,  who,  surrounded  by  writers, 
actors,  cameramen  and  technicians,  “shot” 
a dummy  scene.  Margarete  L.  Clark,  of 
the  board  of  education  and  chairman  of 
the  Hollywood  branch  of  AFA,  presided. 
Future  lectures  will  be  given  by  Irving 
Pichel  on  “History  of  Motion  Picture  Pro- 
duction;” Fritz  Lang,  “The  Influence  of 
Foreign  Theory  and  Technique;”  Walter 
Wanger,  “Problems  of  the  Producer;” 
Viola  Brothers  Shore,  “The  Screen’s  In- 
terpretation of  Controversial  Subjects;” 
Donald  Ogden  Stewart,  “Censorship,”  and 
others. 


It's  No  Open  Air 
Theatre 

Portland,  Ore. — A charge  of  reckless 
driving  was  placed  against  Vincent 
Kalasate  jr.,  21,  after  Deputy  Sheriffs 
Louis  Kestner  and  Arthur  Beilis  decided 
he  drove  his  car  too  close  to  the  Multno- 
mah Theatre. 

According  to  the  deputies,  Kalasate 
drove  his  car  over  a 20-foot  sidewalk 
right  up  to  the  ticket  booth  of  the 
house. 

He  said  he  came  to  pick  up  his 
family.  Bail  was  set  at  $250. 


Tasker  Completes  Plans 
For  SMPE  Convention 

Hollywood — Plans  for  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Engineers’  convention,  to 
be  held  here  April  17-21,  are  being  com- 
pleted by  Homer  Tasker,  chairman  in 
charge  of  arrangements.  The  session  will 
be  devoted  to  technical  discussions  and 
demonstrations  of  latest  developments  in 
research  laboratories.  Studio  technicians 
will  attend  three  night  meetings  to  dis- 
cuss progress  in  photography,  sound  and 
television.  An  extensive  exhibit  of  new 
equipment  and  apparatus  by  national 
laboratories,  including  television  receiving 
mechanism,  will  be  a highlight. 

Mrs.  Nathan  Levinson,  wife  of  the 
SMPE’s  vice-president,  has  been  appointed 
official  hostess.  More  than  1,000  mem- 
bers and  their  wives  are  expected  to  at- 
tend, the  meetings  to  be  staged  at  the 
Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel. 


Voice-Powered  Telephone 
Erpi's  Newest  Device 

Hollywood — Chiefly  for  use  in  studios, 
for  newsreel  work  and  in  theatres,  a port- 
able telephone  which  draws  power  solely 
from  the  speaker’s  voice  is  being  marketed 
by  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc.,  as  its 
newest  device.  The  “magnetic”  telephone, 
manufactured  by  Western  Electric,  will 
transmit  speech  more  than  200  mUes,  Erpi 
declares,  if  hooked  to  an  efficient  wire  line. 
A small,  powerful  magnet  generates  elec- 
trical “voice  currents,”  with  a similar  in- 
strument at  the  receiving  end  acting  in 
reverse  to  reconvert  the  currents  into  in- 
telligible speech. 


'Tempted'  Is  Isa  Miranda's 
Next  Paramount  Vehicle 

Hollywood — Next  for  Isa  Miranda,  Ital- 
ian star,  at  Paramount  will  be  “Tempted,” 
a story  by  Frank  O’Connor,  which  is  slated 
for  production  under  the  title  “Madame 
Mystery.” 

George  Fitzmaurice  will  direct  and 
Franz  Schulz,  Gilbert  Gabriel  and  Alfredo 
Guarini  are  on  the  script.  The  story  deals 
with  international  intrigue  in  the  diamond 
mines  of  South  Africa. 


Ratoii  Will  Direct  Baxter 

Hollywood  — Twentieth  Century-Fox 
has  assigned  Gregory  Ratoff  to  direct 
“Here  I Am  a Stranger,”  with  Warner 
Baxter,  Nancy  Kelly  and  Richard  Greene 
slated  for  the  leads. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON,  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President.  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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NORTH  DAKOTA  LEGISLATURE  ADJOURNS  WITH 
NO  SUBSTITUTE  "DIVORCE"  BILL  APPEARING 


Waiting  on  the  Secessionists” 

Minneapolis — President  W.  A.  Steifes  of  Northwest  Allied  is  putting  off  the 
calling  of  the  annual  convention,  waiting,  he  says,  for  "insurgents"  in  the  organiza- 
tion to  call  one  of  their  own. 

The  "insurgents"  are  wrathy  because  Steffes  apparently  is  unable  to  compel 
Bennie  Berger,  interested  with  him  in  the  Paradise,  local  neighborhood  theatre,  to 
cease  buying  "runs"  of  M-G-M  product.  They  have  been  threatening  to  secede  and 
form  a body  of  their  own. 

Ordinarily,  Northwest  Allied  holds  its  annual  convention  in  March. 

Nebraska's  Divorcement  Bill 
Dies  in  Senate  Committee 


Minnesota  Sessions  May 
Yet  See  Such  Measure 
Proposed  by  Allied 

Minneapolis  — Theatre  divorcement  is 
definitely  out  as  far  as  North  Dakota  is 
concerned.  The  state  legislature  adjourn- 
ed this  week  without  any  effort  being 
made  to  enact  another  statute  to  take  the 
place  of  the  one  repealed.  The  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.,  Paramount  subsi- 
diary, thus  will  remain  undisturbed  in 
the  possession  and  operation  of  its  North 
Dakota  theatres. 

Moreover,  the  proposed  new  law  to  pro- 
hibit further  theatre  construction  in  North 
Dakota  has  fallen  by  the  wayside. 

As  far  as  Minnesota  is  concerned,  the 
state  legislature  has  been  in  session  for 
approximately  two  months  and  no  theatre 
divorcement  measure  has  been  introduced. 

However,  Northwest  Allied  is  committed 
to  a fight  to  obtain  such  a law  in  Minne- 
sota and  it  is  expected  the  bill  will  be 
introduced  shortly,  although  Gov.  H.  B. 
Stassen  has  ignored  the  organization’s 
request  to  urge  its  passage. 

Before  the  North  Dakota  legislature 
convened,  Gov.  John  Moses  explained  and 
defended  his  action  in  signing  the  repeal 
bill  in  the  face  of  allegations  of  a $25,000 
pay-off,  an  investigation  by  federal  au- 
thorities, a pending  ruling  by  the  U.  S. 
supreme  court  on  the  constitutionality  of 
theatre  divorcement,  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s suit  aiming  at  such  divorcement 
and  a communication  from  U.  S.  Attor- 
ney General  Frank  Murphy  asking  that 
“serious  consideration  be  given  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  repeal  bill  on  pending  federal 
litigation.” 

Numerous  requests  were  received  from 
North  Dakota  independent  exhibitors  to 
sign  the  repeal  bill.  Gov.  Moses  declared. 
Some  of  these  independents  had  used  their 
influence  with  their  representatives  in  the 
legislature  to  vote  for  the  measure,  it  was 
learned.  They  did  not  believe  divorce- 
ment was  justified  originally  because  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  they  asserted, 
has  been  a fair  and  decent  competitor  and 
there  would  be  more  for  them  to  fear  if 
the  circuit’s  theatres  were  in  the  hands  of 
some  of  the  independent  chains  believed 
to  have  been  casting  envious  eyes  on  them. 

By  waiting  until  the  last  minute  to  sign 
the  bill.  Gov.  Moses  explained,  he  gave 
federal  operatives  as  much  time  as  pos- 
sible to  unearth  evidence  of  alleged  ille- 
gal tactics  involved  in  its  passage. 

Apparently  the  operatives  were  unable  to 
find  any  evidence  that  film  producers  had 
conspired  illegally  to  obtain  repeal.  Gov. 
Moses  pointed  out. 

Furthermore,  Gov.  Moses  said,  Thurman 
Arnold,  assistant  U.  S.  attorney  general. 


Lincoln — Another  stab  at  chain-owned, 
producer-controlled  theatres  in  the  state 
died  when  the  divorce  measure  and  an- 
other for  the  regulation  of  film  sales  in 
Nebraska  were  killed  in  committee.  Sen. 
E.  M.  Neubauer,  who  fathered  the  two 
bills,  wasn’t  present  to  argue  for  them. 

With  the  death  of  the  divorce  bill,  in- 
dependents saw  their  chances  pass  for  an 
amendment  to  that  measure  which  would 
outlaw  double  features.  Efforts  for  such 


told  him  that  the  government  was  inter- 
ested in  circumstances  surrounding  the 
law’s  repeal,  but  provided  him  with  no 
facts  and  made  no  definite  request.  He 
was  informed,  he  says,  that  the  repeal 
bill  would  be  an  “inconvenience”  rather 
than  an  injury  to  the  government’s  anti- 
trust suit  against  a group  of  major  pro- 
ducers. 

As  far  as  North  Dakota  is  concerned, 
said  Gov.  Moses,  he  concluded  repeal 
would  be  a good  thing.  The  fact  that  the 
lower  house  of  the  legislature  failed  to 
pass  a resolution  asking  him  to  return  the 
bill  unsigned  “placed  additional  weight 
on  the  natural  assumption  that  the  leg- 
islators were  cognizant  of  the  measure’s 
effect,”  he  declared.  Also,  he  said,  the 
speedy  passage  in  both  branches  indicated 
a clearcut  decision  and  determination  that 
repeal  was  highly  desirable  for  North 
Dakota — a matter  that  devolved  upon  the 
legislature. 

Although  10  days  elapsed  between  the 
time  the  bill  passed  and  he  signed  it,  not 
a single  legislator  came  to  him  with  any 
evidence  that  would  indicate  an  alleged 
pay-off  or  any  other  valid  reason  why  he 
should  override  the  legislature’s  action. 
Governor  Moses  averred. 

Cites  Divorcement  Expense 

Governor  Moses  said  that  divorcement 
already  had  cost  North  Dakota  $2,000  as 
a result  of  litigation  with  no  apparent 
(Continued  on  page  30) 


an  amendment  have  been  underway  here. 

Appearing  against  the  bills  was  Farley 
Young,  deputy  county  attorney,  who  as- 
serted excessive  pressure  on  film  sales  by 
exchanges  would  result  in  distributors 
sending  less  prints  into  the  state  “to  dodge 
the  tax.” 

In  condemning  the  divorcement  bill. 
Young  asserted  exhibitors  in  the  state  did 
not  favor  such  action,  adding  distributors 
can  be  dealt  with  more  favorably  when 
they  have  a direct  interest  in  the  state. 
He  reminded,  too,  of  the  divorce  bill  re- 
peal in  North  Dakota. 


Kansas  House  Passes  Divorce 
Measure  by  79  to  13  Vote 

Topeka,  Kas. — By  a vote  of  79  to  13,  the 
Kansas  house  of  representatives  passed  the 
Blake  A.  Williamson  theatre  divorcement 
bill  and  sent  it  to  the  senate  for  action. 
Little  opposition  was  voiced  in  the  house, 
but  it  is  expected  to  meet  a test  in  the 
senate. 

Williamson  attacked  theatre  ownership 
by  producers  on  the  floor  of  the  house. 
There  is,  he  asserted,  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  American  business  for  the 
present  setup  of  the  film  industry. 

In  discussing  his  bill,  Williamson  quoted 
figures  compiled  by  the  commerce  depart- 
ment to  show  that  one  producer  alone 
controls  56  houses  in  the  state. 

The  independent  theatre,  Williamson  as- 
serted, “hasn’t  a chance  under  the  present 
dictator-like  regime.  The  producer-con- 
trolled  theatres  get  all  the  good  pictures, 
and  get  them  first.  Independents  have  to 
take  what  is  allocated  to  them.” 

Williamson  said  many  independents  have 
endorsed  the  bill,  but  that  he  couldn’t  di- 
vulge their  names  for  fear  of  subjecting 
them  to  further  discrimination  in  releas- 
ing pictures.  He  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  federal  government  is  seek- 
ing to  divorce  production  from  exhibition. 

His  bill  would  eliminate  what  virtually 
amounts  to  a monopoly,  Williamson  said. 
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A New  Censorship 
Bill  in  Kansas 

Topeka,  Kas. — Senator  Hackney  of  Wel- 
lington has  introduced  a bill  which  would 
increase  censorship  costs  in  the  state  25 
times,  and  which  would  make  films  avail- 
able to  schools  and  other  public  institu- 
tions. 

S.  B.  355  amends  the  censorship  law  of 
Kansas.  It  adds  to  Section  51-102  of  the 
General  Statutes  of  1935  this;  “Before 
any  contract  or  letter  to  exhibit  shall  be 
issued  the  persons  submitting  said  film 
or  reel  shall  sign  and  submit  an  agree- 
ment that  said  film  or  reel  will  be  avail- 
able to  all  classes  of  persons  or  to  mu- 
nicipalities and  schools  at  the  same  rate, 
taking  into  consideration  the  size  of  build- 
ing in  which  it  is  to  be  exhibited,  the 
size  of  the  town,  and  those  other  elements 
whch  go  to  make  up  the  charges  for  this 
service,  and  that  the  persons  submitting 
the  same  will  not  require  the  purchase 
of  any  other  film  being  offered  or  any 
block  booking,  but  will  allow  the  person 
who  desires  to  use  the  said  film  to  buy  it 
independent  of  any  other  film.” 

This  might  be  construed  to  mean  an 
elimination  of  block  booking  entirely. 

Section  51-106  is  amended  to  give  the 
board  of  review  “supervision  of  the  ex- 
hibition and  contracts”  in  relation  to  films 
and  their  examination.  It  sets  the  fee  at 
$25.  The  present  fee  is  $1,  and  the  law 
specifies  a maximum  of  $2  per  reel.  Hack- 
ney’s bill  also  would  do  away  with  the 
boards  to  lower  fees. 

“More  and  more  the  public  schools 
should  use  the  better  class  of  films,  as 
it  is  clearly  possible  to  expedite  educa- 
tion by  this  means,”  Hackney  said  in  an 
explanation  attached  to  the  end  of  the 
bill.  “It  may  be  that  municipalities  in 
Kansas  will  want  to  use  their  memorial 
auditoriums  for  free  or  nearly  free  use 
of  educational  and  semi-educational  films. 
They  should  receive  as  good  treatment 
as  the  most  favored  customers  for  those 
films  which  have  a public  utility  relation- 
ship. There  should  be  no  discrimination 
against  a school  or  municipality  or  against 
someone  who  is  trying  to  furnish  a service 
of  this  kind  to  the  people  and  does  not 
happen  to  be  in  one  of  the  chains.  Tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  advantages  of 


Would  Void  Kansas 
Film  Censorship 

Topeka,  Kas. — H.  B.  533,  introduced 
February  23  by  Representative  Smith 
of  Marysville,  would  eliminate  the  cen- 
sorship law  and  abolish  the  state  board 
of  review.  Although  there  has  been 
some  sentiment  in  Kansas  the  past 
several  years  to  eliminate  censorship, 
it  is  considered  doubtful  that  the 
present  measure  will  be  passed  this 
session.  As  usual  there  are  a great 
number  of  bills  in  the  hopper,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  them  usually  get 
lost. 


Gets  a Premiere — 

J.  Wooten,  Fox  Midwest  Theatres 
manager  in  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  shows 
Ami  Sheridan,  Warner  starlet,  his 
progress  in  efforts  to  secure  the  world 
premiere  of  Warner’s  "Dodge  City”  in 
that  town.  Wooten  was  among  a num- 
ber of  Kansans  who  visited  Hollywood 
with  a petition  for  the  premiere.  P.  S. 
Dodge  City  gets  "Dodge  City”  first. 


this  examination  and  the  wider  duties  of 
the  state  in  seeing  that  this  law  is  en- 
forced and  that  all  persons  receive  fair 
treatment,  the  fee  charged  is  pitiably  in- 
adequate. It  seems  to  me  that  the  fee  of 
$25  per  films  should  not  be  excessive.” 


KMT  A Opposed  to 
Censor  Bills 

Kansas  City  — > The  Kansas-Missouri 
Theatres  Ass’n  is  emphatically  opposed  to 
the  censorship  bills  introduced  in  the  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas  legislatui'es  during  the 
past  two  weeks.  Senator  Hackney’s  biU 
in  Kansas  would  make  the  censorship  fee 
$25  a reel.  Representative  Hayden’s  bill 
in  Missouri  establishes  a censorship  board 
with  extremely  broad  powers  and  assesses 
a $5-per-reel  fee. 

If  enacted,  Frank  Cassil,  president  of 
the  KMTA,  said  both  measures  would  be 
destructive  to  exhibitors  as  well  as  to 
distributors  and  producers.  They  would 
place  an  insurmountable  burden  on  the 
exhibition  branch  of  the  industry. 

“Distributors  would  have  to  pass  on  the 
censorship  fees  to  the  exhibitor,  and  the 
exhibitor,  in  turn,  to  the  patron,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  is  impos- 
sible.” 

The  KMTA  “as  an  organization  is  taking 
no  position  with  respect  to  bills  involving 
controversial  issues  between  factions  with- 
in the  industry,”  Cassil  said.  “Our  setup 
includes  both  affiliated  and  independent 
exhibitors.  Such  bills  at  the  present  time 
are  the  chain  store  tax  measures  in  both 
Missouri  and  Kansas,  and  the  divorcement 
bills,  which  have  been  introduced  in  both 
legislatures.” 


"Daughter"  Banned 
Bg  Omaha  Board 

Omaha — “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,” 
slated  to  open  Thursday  at  the  Brandeis 
Theatre  here,  was  banned  Tuesday  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  City  Welfare  Board. 

Members,  who  had  previewed  the  pic- 
ture on  Monday,  reported  there  was  ob- 
jection to  the  film  generally. 

A small  group  of  women  representing 
church  and  other  organizations  attended 
the  special  session  of  the  board,  which  had 
been  called  by  Mayor  Dan  Butler. 

A stage  version  of  the  film  is  now  being 
rehearsed  by  the  Community  Playhouse 
to  open  March  6.  It  was  to  be  previewed 
on  March  2 by  the  board,  in  spite  of  re- 
ports that  it  has  been  revamped  to  meet 
objections. 


Censor's  Disagreement 
Passes  "Daughter" 

Waterloo,  Ia. — Because  the  special  city 
censorship  committee  failed  to  reach  an 
agreement,  the  motion  pictui’e  “Yes,  My 
Darling  Daughter,”  will  be  permitted  to 
show  in  Waterloo,  Mayor  Ralph  B.  Slippy 
says. 

The  censorship  committee,  composed  of 
six  women,  was  divided  three  to  three  af- 
ter a preview  of  the  picture  at  a local 
theatre. 

The  preview  was  arranged  after  mem- 
bers of  the  Waterloo  chapter.  Catholic 
Daughters  of  America,  had  filed  a protest 
against  showing  of  the  film  in  Waterloo. 

Fag  in  to  Salt  Lake  City; 
Joining  Intermountain 

Kansas  City  — Breck  Fagin,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Electric,  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
under  Jack  Truitt,  has  resigned  to  join 
Intermountain  Theatres  at  Salt  Lake  City 
as  utility  man.  Intermountain  is  a Para- 
mount partner. 

Fagin  had  been  at  the  Electric  six 
months.  He  formerly  was  at  Grand 
Island,  Neb.,  for  A.  H.  Blank,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  manager  of  the  Uptown 
and  later  the  Royal  (with  Truitt)  here. 

A.  C.  Dumont,  formerly  with  A.  H. 
Blank  and  the  Glen  W.  Dickinson  circuit, 
succeeds  Fagin. 

Sid  Rose  New  Manager 
For  Warner  in  Omaha 

Omaha — Sid  R.  Rose,  Chicago,  has  been 
named  exchange  manager  at  Warner 
Bros.  He  has  long  been  identified  with 
Warner  in  Chicago. 

He  succeeds  Earle  Perkins,  who  will  re- 
turn to  the  Minneapolis  office. 


Indorse  "Union  Paciiic" 

Omaha — The  Nebraska  legislature,  in 
session  at  Lincoln,  has  adopted  a resolu- 
tion indorsing  the  motion  picture,  “Union 
Pacific,”  which  will  receive  its  world  pre- 
miere here  April  21. 
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Triples  Exist  Because  They 
Help  Takes,  Say  Showmen 


gOB  GARRETT  of  Metro  is  captain  of 
the  team  handling  the  drive  for  the 
Boy  and  Girl  Scouts  and  Camp  Fire  Girls 
in  the  area  from  14th  to  19th  street,  Main 
to  Broadway.  Ward  Scott  of  20th-Pox  and 
Finton  Jones  of  the  Travelers  are  handling 
solicitations  on  Filmrow  . . . Incidentally, 
Bob  recently  purchased  the  Sinclair  fill- 
ing station  at  Southwest  boulevard  and 
Central. 

Who  is  this  Mrs.  Rebecca  Rosenblatt 
who  reputedly  won  a big  prize  in  the  Movie 
Quiz  contest?  Ask  Ed  Webber  . . . J.  D. 
Kendis,  independent  producer  of  JDK 
Pictures,  was  here  Thursday  and  Friday. 
He  is  putting  up  all  of  his  film  on  16mm 
to  show  exhibitors  and  distributors.  Neat 
idea. 

Bev  Miller  is  enthusiastic  about  the  kids’ 
books,  miniatures,  which  now  are  being 
issued  in  the  Book  Treasure  deals.  They 
have  a comic  and  story  series  and  one  of 
jokes  and  puzzles  . . . Among  those  on  the 
flu  list  this  week:  Ralph  Adams,  Fox 
booker,  and  Laura  Austin,  Republic-Mid- 
west. 

Rube  Finkelstein’ s Jayhawk,  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  had  its  formal  opening  the 
other  evening.  E.  C.  Leeves’s  Central  The- 
atre Equipment  Co.  replaced  the  low  in- 
tensity lamps  with  Suprexes;  the  old  style 
generator  with  Brenkert  copper  oxide  rec- 
tifiers, and  installed  new  Bausch  & Lomb 
lenses  and  an  Even-Lite  screen. 

Chuck  Esterley  has  installed  a new  Da- 
Lite  screen  (Stebbins)  in  the  Roanoke, 
which  he  has  just  acquired  . . . Elmer 
Sedin,  RKO  auditor,  is  at  the  local  ex- 
change for  several  weeks. 

M.  J.  Aley  of  Eureka,  Kas.,  was  on 
Filmrow  during  the  big  snow.  He  recently 
underwent  an  operation  at  Halstead,  Kas., 
and  is  feeling  tops  . . . Others  along  the 
Row  the  past  week  included:  Al  Brown, 
New  Franklin,  Mo.;  Elmer  Bills,  Salis- 
bury, Mo.;  Crump  Taylor,  Appleton  City, 
Mo.;  Verne  Goucher,  New  Belton,  Mo.;  R. 
E.  Conrad,  Burlingame,  Kas.;  Charley 
Fiske,  Butler,  Mo.;  Paul  Getting,  Con- 
cordia, Kas.;  John  Travis,  Deepwater,  Mo.; 
Hank  Doering,  Garnett,  Kas.;  A.  J.  Sim- 
mons, Lamar,  Mo.;  E.  C.  Arnold,  Hills- 
boro, Kas.;  C.  A.  Bessier,  Humboldt,  Kas.; 
R.  F.  Rose,  LaCygnes,  Kas.;  Glen  Klock, 
Neodesha,  Kas.;  Warren  Weber,  Ellinwood, 
Kas.;  Joe  Lenski,  Pittsburg,  Kas.;  Frank 
Weary,  Richmond,  Mo.;  Vogel  Gettier, 
Uptown,  Sedalia,  Mo.;  Ray  Walsh,  Cha- 
nute,  Kas.;  Ed  Mater,  Sedalia,  Mo.;  Deri- 
nis  Montee,  Chanute,  Kas. 

Irving  Altshuler,  Columbia  auditor,  is  in 
town  for  a few  weeks.  He  came  here  from 
Oklahoma  City  . . . Talk  of  tough  breaks. 
Bud  Riley,  Republic-Midwest,  was  ma- 
rooned in  Dodge  City  over  the  weekend 
and  the  first  part  of  the  week  and  there 
wasn’t  another  film  man  there  with  whom 
to  swap  lies!  . . . Frank  Cassil  of  St. 
Joseph  was  marooned  in  Kaycee  by  the 
storm. 

Virginia  Ziegler,  Metro,  who  we  reported 
last  week  is  engaged,  also  has  a diamond 
ring.  We  forgot  to  mention  the  sparkler 
in  our  last. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City — Triple  bills  exist  because 
they  help  business  or  meet  competition, 
according  to  the  exhibitors  who  play  them. 
About  half  a dozen  houses  in  Kansas  City 
use  them  regularly,  another  four  or  five 
employ  them  on  occasions.  While  busi- 
ness and  competitive  conditions  remain 
pretty  much  what  they  are  currently,  a 
decrease  in  the  frequency  of  their  use  is 
considered  doubtful. 

Ed  Young  of  the  Central,  who  probably 
has  used  the  three-feature  program  longer 
and  more  consistently  than  any  other  ex- 
hibitor in  the  city,  uses  them  “because 
they  mean  extra  business,”  not  specifical- 
ly to  meet  the  competition  of  giveaways 
or  of  the  Sunday  evening  radio  programs. 

Both  Young  and  the  other  exhibitors 
who  show  triples  have  found  they  are  the 
most  effective  on  the  weekend  change, 
and  that  they  are  not  effective  mid-week. 
That  is  the  reason  they  appear  in  such 
large  number  on  Sunday. 

“Triples  appeal  to  people  who  like  a lot 
for  a little,”  Young  commented,  “peo- 
ple who  go  to  a show  once  a week  and  to 
whom  the  admission  price  represents  a 
lot  of  money.  We  use  them  regularly  on 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Eas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 


Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr.,  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


the  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday 
change,  and  have  for  several  years,  yet 
their  drawing  power  is  practically  as  good 
now  as  when  we  first  started  them. 

“In  my  opinion,  there  is  no  way  for 
exhibitors  to  meet  the  competition  of 
radio  programs,  and  there  won’t  be  until 
the  movie  stars  get  off  the  air.” 

“To  some  extent  we  initiated  triple  bills 
at  the  Bagdad  to  meet  a specific  competi- 
tive situation,”  said  Jay  Means.  “Others 
were  doing  it.  But  we  found  that  triples 
produced  our  biggest  grosses.  Naturally, 
like  every  other  exhibitor,  we  are  in- 
terested in  business  at  the  boxoffice;  that 
is  the  reason  we  keep  trying  things,  triple 
bills  included.”  Means  uses  the  three- 
feature  program  on  the  Sunday-Monday 
change. 

Means  doubts  triples  help  offset  the 
competition  of  radio,  particularly  on  Sun- 
day nights. 

“Probably  a lot  of  radio  listeners  are 
kept  away  from  the  movies  by  the  double 
feature,  let  alone  the  triple,”  he  com- 
mented. “As  a general  rule,  radio  fans 
like  their  entertainment  short  and  snappy. 
I don’t  think  the  movie  business  is  going 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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jpOES  anyone  else  think  Bruce  Shelton, 
ton,  assistant  manager  of  the  Des 
Moines,  and  Harry  Holdsberg,  Paramount 
manager,  look  alike?  . . . Given  one  more 
vending  machine  and  a soda  fountain,  and 
the  otherwise  lovely  foyer  of  a certain  local 
theatre  would  look  like  a Katz  drugstore. 
A bit  on  the  commercial  side,  so  to  speak 
. . . We  don’t  want  to  make  the  other 
managers  jealous,  but  at  least  two  people 
have  mentioned  that  Emil  Franke  at  the 
Orpheum  has  more  original  exploitation 
ideas  than  any  number  of  other  folks. 
You’re  welcome,  Emil. 

Sid  Rose  of  the  Ross  Checking  Bureau 
must  be  a pin-ball  kibitzer.  We’ve  always 
found  him  watching  in  the  Old  Colony 
Luncheonette  while  some  other  sucker 
plays  the  machine  . . . Central  States  The- 
atre Corp.,  apparently  has  personality 
plus  in  a business  way  . . . everywhere 
we  go  we  hear,  “Swell  people  to  deal 
with  . . (See.  our  candid  shots  aren’t 
all  from  the  unbecoming  angle.) 

Jerry  Spandau,  Universal’s  Preston  pio- 
neer, corners  us  at  Tri-States  and  says, 
“Whatza  idea  sayin’  I got  no  sensa  hu- 
mor?” . . . and  he  actually  grinned  when 
he  said  it,  proving  mebba  he  does  have 
a jot  . . . yeah,  mebbe.  Extra!  Plash!  Spe- 
cial Bulletin!  “Pygmalion”  turns  out  to  be 
almost  as  good  as  Speed  Lambert  said  it 
was! 

We  ivrite  our  boss  in  Kaycee  that  we’ll 
do  a thoroughgoing  job  of  covering  Iowa 
for  him  . . . and  what  happens?  . . . he 
sends  us  blanks  to  be  filled  out  by  film 
folk  in  Conn.,  Mass.,  Vt.,  Me.  arid  R.  I. 
Some  people  are  never  satisfied! 

Les  Knapp  is  definitely  stamped  a gigolo 
by  the  envious  boys  at  Iowa  Film  ever 
since  he  sat  in  the  Golden  Gloves  press 
box  as  (for  shame!)  the  guest  of  a lady 
. . . Sy  Harlan’s  got  the  curliest  hair,  the 
foulest  pipe  and  the  nicest  manners  on 
the  Row  . . . Ah,  Dick  Kappler  sits  in  a 
chair  labeled  “Man  of  Conquest”  . . . 
common  gossip  has  it  that  Lloyd  Wilson 
gets  to  Atlantic  much  quicker  than  he 
gets  away  . . . Betcha  nobody  but  us 
knows  which  Filmrower  has  a very  love- 
ly mother  out  in  California  who  goes 
everywhere  with  Irene  Dunne’s  brother  . . . 
moreover,  ’tis  said  she  could  be  Mrs.  Irene 
Dunne’s  brother  but  she  doesn’t  wanna. 

Parrot  Films  now  have  portable  sound 
equipment  available  for  taking  regular 
motion  pictures  with’  sound  on  any  loca- 
tion, according  to  T.  B.  Grinspan  . . . 
National  Screen  style  notes:  Bill  Dippert’s 
loud  flannel  shirts  . . . Grace  Simons’  two- 
toned  gray  dress  . . . Chick  Friedman’s 
been  ill  with  flu,  but  judging  from  the 
way  he  ivas  yelling  in  his  office  (at  a 
lady,  too)  the  other  day,  he’s  entirely  re- 
covered . . . Don  Allen,  DM  Theatre  man- 
ager, ruefully  confessed  that  he  hadn’t 
thought  as  many  as  132  women  would  bait 
that  line  in  the  lobby  with  a worm  and 
thereby  get  in  free  . . . did  anyone  else 
have  trouble  reading  the  “Huckleberry 
Finn”  announcements  on  either  end  of 
the  marquee? 


Flu  Scare  Does  Not 
Hurt  Iowa  Houses 

Des  Moines — Despite  newspaper  head- 
lines about  the  possibilities  of  a flu  epi- 
demic in  Iowa,  theatre  managers  here 
have  noticed  little  effect  on  attendance. 

Health  officials  say  the  wave  of  flu 
which  seems  concentrated  in  eastern  Iowa 
spreading  from  Illinois,  is  heavy  even  for 
this  time  of  year,  but  not  alarming.  Doc- 
tors in  Iowa  City,  Waterloo,  Ft.  Madison, 
Ottumwa,  Cedar  Falls,  Davenport  and 
Mount  Ayr  report  numerous  cases  of  the 
disease.  However,  most  health  officials 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  majority  of 
cases  are  merely  severe  colds  and  not  real 
influenza.  They  do  not  fear  an  epidemic. 

CCC  camps  in  Keosauqua  and  Eldora 
have  been  placed  under  temporary  quar- 
antine in  view  of  the  number  of  cases. 
Public  schools  in  Montezuma  were  forced 
to  close,  and  Kathryn  M.  Davis,  theatre 
manager  there,  said  this  week  that  lack  of 
attendance  during  the  epidemic  scare 
would  probably  force  her  to  close  the  the- 
atre temporarily. 

Dutiel  Case  Out  as  Test 
Of  Anti-Picketing  Law 

Lincoln — Union  hopes  of  a constitu- 
tionality test  of  Nebraska’s  anti-picketing 
law  before  the  state  supreme  com’t  were 
blasted  when  the  Frank  Dutiel.  Omaha 
case,  was  found  to  have  presented  insuf- 
ficient evidence  to  convict  in  the  first 
place,  hence  would  not  make  that  anti- 
picketing incident  proper  as.  a test.  Case 
was  remanded  to  lower  courts  and  de- 
manded dismissed. 

Union  operators,  several  times  in  the 
history  of  the  state,  have  attempted  to 
picket  to  gain  a point  with  employers, 
and  have  been  slapped  into  court.  Labor 
still  doesn’t  know  how  it  stands. 


Anderson  Reopens  in  Fairfield 

Fairfield,  Neb. — F.  W.  Anderson  has  re- 
opened the  Joyo  Theatre  here.  The  house 
has  been  shuttered  for  over  a year. 


Metro  Assigns  Bren 

Hollywood — “Five  Days,”  from  a novel 
by  Eric  Hatch,  is  Milton  H.  Bren’s  first 
assignment  as  a producer  for  Metro. 


Q,RACIOUS!  We  blushingly  withdraw  our 
request  for  information  regarding  the 
film  sent  February  14  from  Otthmwa  to 
Des  Moines.  We’ve  heard  it’s  something 
about  which  a lady  shouldn’t  be  inquisi- 
tirve.  Heavens! 


Filmrow  gals  (and  even  a coupla  guys) 
report  W.  B.  Franke  of  the  Humota  The- 
atre in  Humboldt  has  two  of  the  most 
beautiful  black  eyes  they’ve  ever  seen  (not 
the  kind  painfully  acquired  by  people  who 
speak  out  of  turn  or  run  into  door  knobs, 
either) . 


Good  luck  and  overwhelming  grosses  to 
Arthur  S.  Felien  who  took  possession  of 


Triples  Dp  Takes 
Assert  Showmen 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
to  kill  off  radio,  nor  do  I think  the  re- 
verse will  happen.  But  I am  convinced 
that  the  stars  ought  to  make  up  their 
minds  which  field  they  are  going  to  take 
— and  stick  to  one  of  them.  They  can’t 
be  tops  in  both.  In  general  those  stars 
most  popular  on  the  radio  do  not  do  well 
at  the  boxoffice.” 

Charley  Potter  doesn’t  like  triple  bills, 
but  some  of  his  patrons  do.  Potter  has 
been  using  them  at  the  Baltis  for  some 
time,  at  the  Murray  for  a longer  period. 
He  initiated  them  to  meet  a competitive 
situation.  They  have  had  more  appeal  at 
the  Murray  than  at  the  Baltis,  which  indi- 
cates their  success  depends  pretty  much 
on  the  neighborhood. 

“It  is  the  only  way  the  inexpensive 
houses  can  meet  the  competition  of  chain 
theatres,”  Potter  commented.  “With  their 
double  bills,  giveaways,  finer  physical  set- 
up, protection,  and  low  admission,  they 
have  cut  sharply  into  the  business  of  our 
type  of  house.” 

Ismo,  Coiieyville.  Kas„ 

To  Fox  Midwest  Chain 

Kansas  City — Fox  Midwest  takes  over 
operation  of  the  Ismo,  Coffeyville,  Kas., 
March  5.  The  house  has  been  operated 
by  Moran  & Isely  of  Oklahoma  City. 

Fox  also  operates  the  Midland  and  the 
Tackett  there. 


Stage  Star  to  Goldwyn 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  hand- 
ed Margot  Stevenson,  New  York  stage  play- 
er a long-term  contract.  She  appears 
first  opposite  Jascha  Heifetz  in  an  untitled 
musical. 


Hogue  Reopening  Liberty 

Johnson,  Kas. — P.  D.  Hogue  is  reopen- 
ing the  Liberty  here  about  March  6.  The 
house  has  been  closed  since  last  summer. 


the  Plaza  Theatre  in  Monono,  March  1. 
He  bought  from  W.  H.  Nash. 


Tire  William  Newcombs  of  Williamsburg 
have  a little  red-haired  charmer  of  pre- 
school age  who  has  every  driver  in  the 
business  ballyhooing  her  elfin  beauty. 


The  versatile  Louis  Bartlett,  who  oper- 
ates the  theatre  in  Titonka  gives  his 
patrons  a service  which  is  rare  even  in 
much  larger  communities.  He  owns  a 
16mm  machine  and  camera  with  which  he 
films  newsreels  throughout  his  theatre 
area.  He  acts  as  narrator  on  the  sound 
track. 


...AW,  SHUCKS!  . 

From  the  Tall  Corn  — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 
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Emerson  Back  From 
Premiere  Confab 

Omaha — Ted  Emerson,  Tri-States  The- 
atre Corp.,  publicity  director  here,  return- 
ed Monday  from  Hollywood  where  he  spent 
four  days  in  conference  with  Paramount 
studio  executives  relative  to  the  world 
premiere  of  “Union  Pacific,”  to  be  held 
here  April  21. 

Emerson  represented  Evert  R.  Cum- 
mings, division  manager  for  Tri-States, 
who  is  in  direct  charge  of  the  premiere. 

Officials  taking  part  in  the  conference 
were  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  producer  of  the 
film;  William  Paul,  associate  producer; 
R.  M.  Gillham,  Paramount  advertising 
director.  New  York;  Cliff  Lewis,  Para- 
mount studio  advertising  director;  Terry 
DeLapp,  Paramount  studio  publicity  execu- 
tive and  E.  C.  Schmidt,  representing  Wil- 
liam Jeffers,  president  of  the  Union  Pa- 
cific railroad. 

A special  train,  which  will  include  the 
actual  loocmotive  present  at  Promontory 
Point,  Utah,  May  10,  1869,  when  the  tracks, 
moving  from  the  east  and  from  the  west, 
were  joined,  will  carry  studio  executives, 
film  stars  and  officials  from  Los  Angeles 
to  Omaha  for  the  premiere,  Emerson  re- 
ported. 

Baggage  cars,  passenger  cars  and  other 
old-time  equipment  will  also  be  included 
as  well  as  the  Union  Pacific’s  newest  type 
locomotive,  which  has  never  been  exhibit- 
ed before.  The  special  will  be  a “historical 
pageant  of  transportation”  in  itself,  ac- 
cording to  plans  reported  by  Emerson. 

Two  baggage  cars  bearing  electrical 
equipment,  including  12  sun  arcs,  costumes 
and  props  for  the  premiere  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  special. 

Governors  from  Utah,  California,  Ai’i- 
zona  and  Nevada  will  be  guests  of  Presi- 
dent Jeffers  on  the  special  and  will  at- 
tend the  premiere. 

The  train  will  leave  Los  Angeles  April 
17  after  being  on  exhibit  in  the  newly 
constructed  Los  Angeles  terminal,  which 
will  be  opened  April  15. 

Stops  will  be  made  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Ogden,  Evanston,  Wyo.,  Green  River,  Wyo., 
Rawlins,  Wyo.,  Laramie,  Wyo.,  and  Chey- 
enne. A local  celebration  is  planned  at 
the  latter  point. 

The  special  will  arrive  in  Omaha  Thurs- 
day, April  20,  after  making  stops  in  North 
Platte  and  Grand  Island,  Neb. 

The  transportation  exhibit  will  move 
east  from  Omaha  to  the  World’s  Pair  in 
New  York,  arriving  there  April  28,  the 
date  of  national  release  of  the  picture. 

Emerson  witnessed  the  filming  of  several 
scenes  in  the  picture  while  he  was  in 
Hollywood. 


Filmrow  Wedding 

Omaha — Bill  Ruthhart,  assistant  booker 
at  M-G-M,  and  Viola  Richardson,  formerly 
assistant  cashier  at  M-G-M,  were  married 
here  February  25. 


Appreciation 


Kansas  City — Paramount,  Bob  Burns 
and  their  new  picture,  “I’m  From  Mis- 
souri,” v/ere  signally  recognized  here 
when  the  chamber  of  commerce  passed 
the  following  resolution; 

“WHEREAS,  the  Paramount  Picture 
Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  has  recognized  Kan- 
sas City  and  the  American  Royal  Live 
Stock  Show  in  the  making  of  the  picture, 
‘I’m  From  Missouri’  and  in  so  doing  has 
given  favorable  publicity  to  the  city  and 
one  of  its  civic  institutions,  and 

“WHEREAS,  Paramount  Pictures  Dis- 
tributing Co.,  Inc.,  plans  a premiere  show- 
ing of  ‘I’m  Prom  Missouri’  in  Kansas  City, 
March  16,  therefore  be  it 

“RESOLVED,  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  express  its  appreciation  to 
Paramount  . . . and  that  it  urge  its  mem- 
bers to  assist  in  every  way  possible  in 
making  this  premiere  showing  a success, 
and  that  it  extend  to  its  friends  in  the 
trade  territory  an  invitation  to  witness 
this  premiere  showing  in  Kansas  City  be- 
ginning March  16.” 

Gladys  George,  the  feminine  lead,  and 
Ted  Reed,  director,  will  make  personal  ap- 
pearances at  the  premiere. 


Joe  Jacobs  Succeeds 
Weiner  at  Omaha 

Omaha — Joe  Jacobs,  Minneapolis,  has 
been  named  manager  of  the  Columbia  ex- 
change here.  He  succeeds  I.  M.  Weiner, 
who  has  been  associated  with  Columbia 
here  for  several  years. 


Decrease  in  Omaha 
Area's  Theatres 

Omaha — A small  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  theatres  in  the  Omaha  trade  terri- 
tory is  revealed  in  the  1939  theatre  guide, 
compiled  by  Regina  Molseed,  RKO,  and 
released  here  this  week. 

The  decrease  is  evident  in  Nebraska, 
which  boasted  309  houses  in  1938,  now  has 
302  according  to  the  guide. 

Southwest  Iowa,  served  by  the  Omaha 
exchanges,  remained  constant  with  131 
houses.  The  same  is  true  of  southeastern 
South  Dakota  in  the  Omaha  territory  at 
44  houses. 

Fifty-four  of  the  Nebraska  houses  are 
listed  as  closed  in  this  year’s  directory, 
the  same  number  as  had  shut  down  a year 
ago. 

There  were  fewer  houses  closed  in  Iowa, 
however.  Only  five  are  at  present  shut- 
tered in  the  Iowa  territory  as  compared 
to  eight  in  1938.  South  Dakota  area  re- 
mained the  same  with  three  closed. 

There  are  a total  of  478  theatres  in  the 
Omaha  territory,  both  open  and  closed.  Of 
this  number  302  are  in  Nebraska,  131  in 
Iowa,  44  in  South  Dakota  and  one  in 
Minnesota. 

Eighty-one  of  the  total  are  circuit 
houses,  including  16  in  Nebraska  and  nine 
in  Iowa,  which  are  affiliated  theatres. 
Nebraska  has  33  unaffiliated  theatres,  Iowa 
21  and  South  Dakota  2. 

The  independents  boast  253  in  Nebraska, 
101  in  Iowa,  42  in  South  Dakota  and  the 
lone  house  in  Minnesota. 


ST.  LOUIS' 


NEWEST 

DOWNTOWN  HOTEL 

SUPER-VALUE 

Every  Room  Has 
(D  OUTSIDE  EXPOSURE 
® TILE  BATH  shOweS 
® ICE  WATER 
® LUXURIOUS  BEDS 

DELICIOUS  FOOD 

at  low  prices 

The  biggest  hotel  bargain  and  best 
downtown  location  in  St.  Louis. 

FOOD-FAMOUS 

■ REST  AU  RANTS  T.  V.  Loran.  Mgr. 


HOTEL  MARK  TWAIN 

OHt  OF  THE  sixteen  ALBERT  PICK  HOTELS 
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O M A 1IHI[  A 

^HE  flu  bug  was  losing  its  grip  along 

Filmrow  last  week.  Back  to  work  were 
Hazel  Anderson,  booker  at  M-G-M  and 
Julia  Anderson,  GN  cashier  , , . Monday 
visitors  among  the  exhibitors  were  treated 
with  a screening  of  “The  Oklahoma  Kid.” 

Exhibitors  putting  in  an  appearance 
were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schuler,  Hum- 
boldt, Neb.;  Bill  Bogart,  Orpheum,  Rock 
Valley,  la.;  Stuart  Nesbit,  Plainview,  Plain- 
view,  Neb.;  Bert  Beams,  Auditorium,  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.;  Francis  Pace,  Empress,  Mal- 
vern, la. 

John  Ash,  M-G-M  auditor.  New  York, 
was  in  the  division  office  here  last  week 
. , . Tlie  Paramount  Four-Star  drive  open- 
ed Monday  and  was  keeping  the  Paramount 
employes  busy  , , , Employes  at  20th-Fox 
are  all  enthused  over  the  naming  of  Mor- 
ton A,  Levy,  division  manager,  as  drive 
leader  for  this  year.  The  drive  will  open 
in  August  and  continue  through  Septem- 
ber. 

Dewitt  Green  of  the  RKO  add  sales  de- 
partment, was  confined  to  his  home  due 
to  illness  last  week  . . . The  United  Art- 
ists quarters  are  getting  a new  decorating 
job. 

Variety  club  members  held  a stag  in 
honor  of  Charles  Lieb,  M-G-M,  Monday. 
Lieb  will  be  married  March  5 . . . Freddie 
Horn,  M-G-M  manager,  reports  he  may 
have  an  important  announcement  for  the 
trade  soon. 

Mrs.  Vivian  Schertz,  Republic,  is  in 
charge  of  a water  color  display  from  Ste- 
phens college,  now  being  exhibited  at  Jos- 
lyn  Memorial  . . . New  neon  signs  have 
been  placed  on  the  Orpheum  Theatre  Har- 
ney street  marquee. 

M-G-M  King’s  Day  at  the  Variety  Club 
luncheon  last  week  presented  Msgr.  E.  J. 
Flanagan  of  Boys  Town.  The  committee 
in  charge  included  Harry  J.  Shumow,  V.  B. 
Ti-ent,  Homer  Lambert,  Carl  Nedley,  Fred 
Thortsen,  Charles  Lieb  . . . Boxoffice  is 
two  up  now  on  Eddie  Forestor  for  the 
drinks,  coffee.  We  even  whipped  the  odd 
man  wins  with  the  Omaha  manager  and 
Ted  Emerson. 

The  Orpheum  offered  a “sneak  prevue” 
of  “Duke  of  West  Point’’  Monday.  The 
film  is  the  screen  attraction  for  the  Jan 
Garber  stage  show  at  the  house  . . . One 
of  the  first  to  wire  congratulations  to 
Spencer  Tracy  for  his  academy  award  was 
Father  Flanagan  of  Boys  Town,  whom 
Tracy  portrayed  in  the  film,  “Boys  Town.” 

Reports  are  that  a first-run  exhibitor 
here  is  showing  interest  in  the  Paderewski 
film,  “Moonlight  Sonata.”  The  great 
pianist  will  appear  here  March  30  . . . 
A screening  of  “Spirit  of  Culver”  for 
March  6,  at  the  Dundee  Theatre  here,  has 
been  announced  by  Universal. 

George  Givot  and  Lee  Bennet,  both  for- 
mer Omahans,  are  featuring  the  current 
stage  show  headed  by  Jan  Garber  and  his 
orchestra  at  the  Orpheum.  It  is  the  first 
flesh  for  the  house  since  the  Christmas 
holidays.  The  local  touch  of  Givot  and 
Bennet  is  getting  a good  plug  from  the 
house  management. 


CresswelL  Cinema  Club 
Tied  in  Bowling  Race 

Kansas  City — Cinema  Club  loosened  its 
grip  on  first  place  in  the  Variety  Bowling 
League  race,  going  down  to  defeat  twice 
before  Cresswell  Photos,  who  jumped  into 
a tie  for  top  spot. 

KESULTS  I,AST  MONDAY 

W.  L. 

Cresswell  Photos  . . 811  907  842  2.560  2 1 


Cinema  Club  838  878  839  255.5  1 2 

Dubinsk.v  Bros.  , . . 865  981  861  2707  2 1 

National  Sereen  ...  827  796  934  2.557  1 2 

Finton  .Jones  669  724  656  2049  3 0 

Film  Delivery  628  673  .576  1887  0 3 

Don  Davis  844  839  972  2655  1 2 

Barkers  888  840  914  2642  2 1 

TEAM  STANDINGS 

Won  Dost  Pet. 

Cinema  Club  34  23  .596 

Cresswell  Photos  34  23  ..596 

Don  Davis  32  25  .561 

Finton  .Jones  30  27  .526 

National  Screen  27  30  .474 

Barkers  25  32  .439 

Dubinsky  Bros 24  33  .421 

Film  Delivery  22  3-5  .386 


HIGH  SCORES 

Harlan  Everett  jr.,  630;  John  Miichmore, 
607;  Frank  Lambaeler,  597;  Bill  Kubitzki, 
582;  Walt  Eambader,  572;  Andy  Anderson, 
571;  Jimmie  Lewis,  564;  I.oon  Abraham,  54.5; 
Paul  Robinson,  529;  Frank  Ritter,  521;  Walt 
Abranz,  519;  Martin  .Stone,  517;  Joe  Lysowski, 
517;  W.  Pritchett,  515;  Norris  Cresswell,  512; 

C.  Decker,  510;  Charles  Siebenthaler,  506; 
Walt  Kirkham,  504. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDFLE 
Filin  Delivery  vs.  Don  Davis. 

Barkers  vs.  Finton  Jones. 

National  Sereen  vs.  Cresswell  Photos. 
Dubinsky  Bros.  vs.  Cinema  Club. 

Basketball  Tourney  at 
Rivoli  in  Hastings 

Hastings,  Neb. — A basketball  tourna- 
ment, with  four  local  teams  competing, 
will  be  played  on  the  stage  of  the  Rivoli 
Theatre  here  March  8-10,  Orville  Rennie, 
manager,  announces. 

Teams  taking  part  are  Glenvil,  Neb., 
Juniata,  Neb.,  and  the  Ben  Sherman  and 
Ingleside  teams  of  Hastings. 


Poppy  Day  Film  Through  Legion 

Des  Moines — The  local  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  is  distributing  nationally  through 
other  auxiliaries  a film  on  Poppy  Day 
made  by  Parrot  Films  of  Des  Moines. 


Ahead  of  the  News 


Des  Moines — He  isn’t  psychic.  He  just 
stuck  his  neck  out. 

That’s  Ken  Clayton’s  explanation  of  the 
fact  that  Bette  Davis’  own  life  story  and 
color  picture  popped  up  in  the  Sunday 
Register’s  magazine  last  Sunday  on  the 
heels  of  her  Academy  award  announce- 
ment despite  his  three-week  deadline! 

Ken  got  the  idea  Bette  would  win  from 
Harold  Heffernan  when  the  N.A.N.A. 
columnist  told  him  last  December  about 
his  survey  of  how  Hollywood  would  vote. 
He  got  the  announcement  date  through 
the  assistance  of  Warner’s  Sam  Clark  and 
Bob  Taplinger  and  Wanger’s  John  LeRoy 
Johnston.  And  he  had  the  story  of  Bette’s 
life  printed  and  off  the  presses  before  the 
announcement  was  even  made. 

But  Ken  objects  to  being  termed  a seer. 

“Looka  Mickey  Rooney,”  sezze,  in  his 
inimitable  fashion,  “He  picked  Spencer 
Tracy  clear  back  at  the  “Boys  Town”  pre- 
miere.” 

How  many  of  you  remembered  that? 


IIL  II  M C O IL  M 

gIGGEST  double-barreled  national  ad 
barrage  landed  in  the  newspapers  here 
this  week,  when  both  Bob  Huffman  and 
Howard  Federer  were  doing  plenty  of  coax- 
ing for  customers  with  “Gunga  Din”  and 
“Stagecoach”  respectively  . . . Time  ap- 
proaches for  the  opening  of  the  Nebraska, 
and  J.  H.  Cooper,  the  Lincoln  'Theatres 
Corp.  prexy,  will  be  in  town  until  then, 
according  to  present  plans  . . . Harold 
Hellerich  and  his  new  Mrs.,  formerly 
Madelyn  McGonagle,  are  back  setting  up 
housekeeping,  after  a honeymoon. 

Only  place  film  men  can  sell  more  film 
than  they  can  in  Lincoln  is  Crete,  Neb., 
a 3,000  town  . . . Bill  Diers,  the  Gresham 
shovrman  and  speaker  of  the  unicameral 
legislature  here,  says  he  guesses  he’s  still 
in  the  show  business,  but  sort  of  on  the 
stage  during  the  legislature  . . . Harvey 
Traylor  has  been  advising  Ed  Vaughan 
marriage  is  a good  custom,  but  a bad 
habit  . . . Mrs.  Barbara  Livingston,  whose 
husband.  Bob,  seldom  gets  home  before 
the  wee  hours  during  the  legislature  and 
his  lobbying,  decided  she  might  as  well 
winter  in  the  south.  So  she’s  now  in 
Tucson,  Ariz.  Bob,  after  the  session,  will 
probably  join  her  and  they’ll  take  in  the 
’Frisco  Fair. 

Jack  Crawford,  the  band  leader  who 
once  waved  the  stick  in  the  James  Cag- 
ney picture,  “Hard  to  Handle,”  one-nited 
here  en  route  to  a 5 -week  stand  in  the 
Jefferson  Hotel,  St.  Louis  . . . Alvin  Hen- 
dricks says  if  every  knock  is  in  truth  a 
boost,  Boxoffice  will  make  him  a suc- 
cessful man  . . . Robert  Taylor  is  report- 
edly being  bothered  by  a gent  who  claims 
to  be  his  Cousin  Bertram  Taylor,  from 
Taylor’s  old  home  town,  Filley,  Neb.  He 
hitch-hiked  to  Hollywood  and  wants  a 
spot  on  Taylor’s  San  Fernando  ranch. 
Taylor  tried  for  three  days  to  convince 
him  his  name  was  picked  from  the  Hol- 
lywood phone  book  and  there  wasn’t  a 
single  Taylor  in  his  whole  family  tree. 

One  of  Uncle  Sam  Epstein’s  nephews, 
of  Omaha’s  show  business,  was  pouring 
here  for  the  convention  of  Wholesale 
Liqucfr  dealers  . . . Horace  Heidt,  who 
played  Evert  Cummings’  acer,  the  Or- 
pheum, Omaha,  heard  a Lincoln  gal, 
Marian  Dobney,  sing  on  one  of  his  shows. 
Wrote  her  this  week  offering  to  help  her 
if  she  wanted  to  go  on  from  there.  But, 
as  usual,  she  doesn’t  care  two  whoops 
about  going  on  with  it  ...  If  Nevins  Lynn 
wants  to  know  where  his  usual  Saturday 
night  crowd  was,  instead  of  being  in 
Kearney  last  weekend,  there  was  a bunch 
of  high  school  kids  here  doing  the  town 
with  Guy  Henninger,  the  national  guard’s 
adjutant  general.  First,  Henninger  takes 
his  Bank  Night,  and  then  he  takes  his 
customers,  eh? 


Fight  Film  Bill  Along 

Des  Moines — The  bill  to  permit  showing 
of  prize  fight  films  in  Iowa  has  been 
passed  by  the  house  and  is  now  on  the 
senate  calendar. 
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Shartin,  Jacobs 
Are  Advanced 

Minneapolis — The  week  has  brought  t 
number  of  shakeups  in  Minneapolis  film 
exchanges,  with  two  local  salesmen,  Bill 
Shartin  of  Warner  Bros,  and  Joe  Jacobs  of 
Columbia,  figuring  in  important  promo- 
tions. 

Shartin  goes  to  Seattle  as  Warner  Bros, 
branch  manager.  Jacobs  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Omaha  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Columbia.  Both  were  city  salesmen  here. 

Max  Mazur,  former  GB  branch  mana- 
ger here,  comes  from  Chicago  to  succeed 
Jacobs  at  Columbia.  Bill  Grant  has  been 
named  Warner  city  salesman.  Earle  Per- 
kins, former  Warner  salesman  here,  gives 
up  his  position  as  Omaha  branch  mana- 
ger to  take  Grant’s  place  as  southern 
Minnesota  salesman. 

Tommy  Charak,  who  has  been  cover- 
ing South  Dakota  for  Warner,  will  be 
transferred  to  the  San  Francisco  exchange. 


M.  Biemond  Injured 
In  Auto  Accident 

Ord,  Neb. — M.  Biemond,  manager  of  the 
Ord  Theatre  here,  suffered  a broken  collar 
bone  and  other  injuries  in  an  automobile 
accident  near  here  last  week. 

Biemond  was  returning  from  Atkinson 
with  a car  load  of  high  school  students 
after  attending  a basketball  game,  when 
the  accident  occurred.  His  daughter  also 
suffered  injuries. 

Biemond  is  in  the  Ord  hospital. 


A New  House  Planned 
For  O'NeilL  Neb. 

O’Neill,  Neb. — Plans  are  being  com- 
pleted here  for  the  construction  of  a new 
local  theatre.  The  house,  to  be  built  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sumner  Downey  will  be 
equipped  and  operated  by  Mrs.  Georgia  O. 
Rasley,  who  operates  the  Royal  here  un- 
der a lease  arrangement.  The  Downeys 
also  own  the  building  which  houses  the 
Royal.  Both  houses  will  be  operated  by 
Mrs.  Rasley. 

Branch  Mgrs.  Convene 
For  Rogers  Drive 

Omaha  — A preliminary  meeting  of 
branch  managers  was  held  here  Monday 
to  lay  plans  to  raise  funds  for  the  forth- 
coming Will  Rogers  Memorial  Drive.  A. 
Mendenhall,  Paramount,  is  zone  chairman. 

Managers  named  to  head  the  drive  in 
separate  areas  are  Harry  Shumow,  M-G-M; 
D.  V.  McLucas,  UA;  J.  E.  Scott,  20th- 
Fox;  Roy  Palmquist,  Universal.  Shumow 
will  represent  the  Variety  club. 


WerpY  Lights  Up  in  Walnut 

Walnut,  Ia. — Roy  S.  Werpy  has  reopen- 
ed the  Strand  here.  The  house  has  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  300. 


QEORGE  GRANSTROM,  popular  St. 

Paul  independent  exhibitor,  looking 
fine  again  after  his  illness.  Which  is  good 
news.  Around  his  usual  haunts,  includ- 
ing the  Twin  City  Variety  Club.  Inci- 
dentally, George  did  swell  work  on  the 
club’s  European  refugee  drive  . . . When 
Mrs.  Bill  Elson  learned  that  her  husband 
was  to  be  master  of  ceremonies  at  the 
Twin  City  Variety  Club’s  dinner  party  in 
connection  with  the  Minnea-polis  Journal 
— critics  of  America’s  Hollywood  film 
awards,  she  hurried  back  from  Kansas 
City,  where  she  had  been  visiting.  She 
arrived  an  hour  and  a half  before  the 
fimction  started  and  undoubtedly  was  an 
inspiration  to  her  clever  husband  who  was 
in  fine  fettle. 

South  Dakota  items  from  Tommy  Cha- 
rak: Frank  McCarthy,  Brookings,  S.  D., 
exhibitor,  and  the  wife  motoring  to  San 
Antonio  for  pleasure  and  rest  . . . Ben 
Beck  of  the  State  Theatre,  Chamberlain, 
S.  D.,  honeymooning  in  California  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  C.  Hoover,  Palace,  Get- 
tysburg, S.  D.,  planning  an  extended  Flor- 
ida vacation  . . . Dana  Jones,  Artesian, 
S.  D.,  building  a new  house  in  Carthage, 
S.  D.  It’ll  open  in  May  . . . Both  Tommy 
Charak  and  Harold  Lyons,  the  latter  2Qth- 
Fox’s  South  Dakota  salesman,  in  market 
for  new  autos  . . . It’s  just  leaked  out  that 
Art  Johnson,  formerly  of  Minneapolis  and 
now  a Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  showman,  has 
been  married  since  last  September.  Con- 
gratulations . . . Otis  Rule,  who  formerly 
operated  a theatre  in  Alpena,  S.  D.,  is 
reopening  the  showhouse  at  Gary,  S.  D. 
It  has  been  closed  for  years. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Oscar  Hendrickson,  Graf- 
ton, N.  D.;  E.  L.  Danielson,  Mabel,  Minn.; 
Leo  Molitor,  Lake  Crystal,  Minn.;  Porter 
Ashley,  Lakefield,  Minn.;  Prank  Koppel- 
berger  and  Eddie  Schwab,  La  Cross,  Wis.; 
Lewis  Handy,  Preston,  Minn.;  Lyle  Web- 
ster, Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.;  Don  Ander- 
son, Pine  Island,  Minn.,  and  Jimmy  And- 
erson, Winthrop,  Minn. 

John  Filler,  Valley  City,  N.  D.,  exhibitor, 
at  Mudbaden,  Minn.,  taking  the  baths  . . . 
Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner’s  district  manager, 
and  the  wife  recovered  sufficiently  from 
the  flu  to  be  able  to  return  to  Chicago 
. . . Charles  Stoflet,  who  was  promoted 
from  M-G-M  supervisor  of  checkers  to 
North  Dakota  salesman,  taking  his  first 
trip  into  the  territory  in  his  new  capacity 
. . . Grand  National’s  “Sunset  Murder 
Case,”  starring  Sally  Rand,  well  received 
at  the  Time  here. 

Bill  Grant,  Warner  salesman,  invested 
in  new  auto  . . . Ask  Billy  Evidon  of  Co- 
lumbia if  he  knows  where  Coates,  Minn., 
is  located  . . . Harold  B.  Johnson,  Univer- 
sal branch  manager,  issued  a special  per- 
sonal letter  to  all  exhibitors  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  merits  of  “The  Spirit  of  Culver” 
— .so  impressed  has  he  been  by  this  picture. 
He  plans  a trade  showing  . . . “Gunga 
Din”  continuing  to  pile  up  impressive 
grosses  over  the  territory. 

United  Artists’  pictures  getting  plenty 
of  Twin  City  first-run  dates  these  days. 


Within  the  period  of  a month  “Young  in 
Heart,”  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  “Duke 
of  West  Point”  and  “Trade  Winds”  will 
have  been  played  . . . Clarence  K.  Olson, 
Warner  branch  manager,  didn’t  permit  the 
flu  to  keep  him  off  the  job. 

Ted  Karatz  of  Cinema  Supplies,  back 
from  a Florida  vacation,  tells  of  hobnob- 
bing with  Walter  Winchell  and  other  cele- 
brities. As  soon  as  he  returned,  Joe 
Numero,  his  side-kick,  departed  for  the 
southern  playgrounds  . . . Bennie  Berger, 
independent  circuit  operator,  back  from 
his  California  vacation.  Before  return- 
ing he  knocked  out  a column  from  Holly- 
wood for  Merle  Potter  in  the  Journal. 

Light  flu  epidemic  worrying  exhibitors 
and  probably  doing  some  boxoffice  dam- 
age. Shriners’  indoor  circus  cut  mto  takes 
the  past  week  in  Minneapolis.  Refugee 
drive  tickets,  redeemable  at  boxoffices 
gratis,  also  helped  to  reduce  grosses  to 
irreducible  minimum  . . . “Cafe  Society,” 
Paramount  smash,  goes  into  State  here 
March  17.  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  of- 
ficials who  previewed  this  one  agree  with 
Ben  Blotcky  that  this  really  is  a hummer 
. . . Phil  Dunas,  Columbia  district  mana- 
ger, recovered  from  his  lengthy  illness, 
paid  the  local  branch  his  first  visit  in 
months. 

Paramount  here  reports  an  unusual 
amount  of  interest  throughout  the  terri- 
tory in  its  short,  “Champagne  Music,” 
featuring  Lawrence  Welk,  who  was  very 
well  known  and  popular  in  this  section 
before  he  went  to  Hollywood.  A.  Selby 
Carr  says  exhibitors  are  using  a la 
amount  of  advertising  for  it  . . . Whi 
Les  Savage,  Columbia  home-office  audi- 
tor, was  en  route  here  from  St.  Louis  his 
auto  turned  over  on  the  icy  pavement  near 
Hastings,  Minn.  He  and  his  wife  were 
badly  shaken  up,  but  escaped  injury.  The 
car  was  wrecked. 

Morrie  Abrams,  M-G-M  exploiteer, 
chuckling  about  the  one  that  his  daughter, 
Lois,  put  over.  She  was  roped  into  WTCN’s 
street  radio  broadcast  when  she  happened 
to  be  passing  the  spot  where  the  announcer 
was  interviewing  pedestrians.  When  tl 
interviewer  queried  her  regarding  her  iden- 
tity and  mentioned  her  dad,  she  took 
advantage  of  the  occasion  to  get  in  plugs 
for  “Honolulu”  and  “Idiot’s  Delight.” 
M-G-M  pictures  playing  here  at  the  time. 
A chip  off  the  old  block. 

The  new  St.  Louis  Park  Theatre  to  be 
managed  by  Harold  Kaplan,  erstwhile 
State  manager,  has  been  delayed  in  com- 
pletion by  the  cold  weather.  Its  opening 
now  is  scheduled  for  about  May  1 . . . 
Bill  Cameron,  M-G-M  city  salesman,  and 
his  wife  spending  a few  weeks  in  New 
Orleans  and  other  southern  spots  . . . 
Harold  Field  here,  head  of  an  Iowa  in- 
dependent circuit,  announces  the  appoint- 
ment of  Ray  Hillary  to  succeed  Pat  Holmes, 
deceased,  as  manager  of  his  theatre  at 
Spirit  Lake.  It’s  a promotion,  Hillary  for- 
merly having  been  assistant. 

W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M  bra7ich  man- 
ager, took  a business  trip  to  Omaha  . . . 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Twin  City's  Variety  Raises 
$23,712  of  Refugee  Goal 


Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Variety 
Club’s  campaign  for  European  refugees' 
relief  raised  $23,712,  just  a trifle  short 
of  its  $25,000  goal.  Chief  Barker  W.  A. 
Steffes  reported  at  a dinner  party  in  con- 
junction with  the  award  of  medals  by  the 
Minneapolis  Journal  to  Bette  Davis,  Spen- 
cer Tracy  and  Walt  Disney,  winners  of 
the  Journal  critics  of  America  poll  to  de- 
termine the  best  1938  screen  performances 
and  production. 

Tlie  additional  amount  may  be  forth- 
coming during  the  ensuing  weeks,  Steffes 
hoped. 

A total  of  $11,675  was  realized  by  the 
sale  of  tickets  redeemable  at  Twin  City 
theatres  this  week.  The  Variety  Club  it- 
self donated  $2,000  and  individual  mem- 
bers, $3,425.  Contributions  from  outside 
sources  to  the  amount  of  $6,611.50  also 
were  received. 

Steffes  thanked  non-theatrical  people 
who  worked  on  the  main  committee  with 
him,  singling  out  Henry  Baker,  Frank  Me 
Cormick,  Pat  Kelly  and  Judge  J.  P.  De- 
vaney  particularly  for  their  hard  and  ef- 
fective work. 

He  also  singled  out  Theodore  Hays  c 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  who  devoted 
much  time  and  effort  to  the  drive.  Min- 
nesota Amusement  and  the  Twin  City 
newspapers  and  radio  stations  were  thank- 
ed for  their  fine  support.  Later  Bill  Elson, 
who  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies,  pan. 
tribute  to  Ruth  Evans,  secretary  to  Steffes, 
and  Mike  Fadell,  publicity  director. 

Hays,  grand  old  man  of  the  show  busi- 
ness here,  called  upon  by  Elson,  said  that 
the  driving  force  and  leadership  of  Steffes, 
who  conceived  the  drive,  was  responsible 
for  the  campaign’s  success.  Judge  Devaney 
said  that  the  work  he  had  done  was  an 
imforgettable  experience  in  tolerance. 

A novel  two-way  radio  hook-up  marked 
the  program  in  connection  with  the  Jour- 
nal’s award.  Over  station  KSTP  Carl 
Jones,  Journal  publisher,  broadcast  the 
presentation  of  the  medals.  Prom  Holly- 
wood came  a broadcast  of  acceptance, 
with  Merle  Potter,  Journal  fUm  editor,  and 
Miss  Davis  and  Messrs.  Ti'acy  and  Disney 
heard  over  the  ether  waves.  The  broad- 
cast was  carried  into  the  dinner  party  hall 
and  over  the  entire  station. 

Bennie  Baker,  stage,  screen  and  radio 
comedian,  flew  to  Minneapolis  to  lend  his 
presence  to  the  occasion. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

R.  C.  LiBeau,  Paramount  district  mana- 
ger, in  from  Kansas  City  . . . Frank  Ruble 
of  the  Field  Iowa  theatres,  hack  from 
his  California  vacation  and  making  a tour 
of  the  circuit  . . . George  Turner,  M-G-M 
salesman,  off  to  Florida  for  a fortnight 
. . . M-G-M  held  a special  screening  of 
“Pygmalion”  for  invited  guests.  Picture 
opened  at  the  Century  Thursday  night 
with  a special  first-nighters’  “preview.” 

Charlie  Weiner  of  Monogram  once  again 
boasting  about  his  auto  di’iving  prowess. 
He  and  a number  of  Minneapolis  film 
salesmen  were  in  Duluth  last  week  when 
that  bad  blizzard  broke.  Tlie  six  salesmen 
decided  to  leave  their  autos  in  Duluth  ana 
return  to  Minneapolis  by  train.  But  the 
extremely  hazardous  driving  conditions 
didn’t  deter  Charlie,  he  says.  Moreover, 
when  the  salesmen  gave  him  until  4 p.  m. 
to  leave  Duluth  and  offered  to  bet  him 
he  couldn’t  reach  Minneapolis  by  midnight 
he  accepted  the  wager.  Instead,  he  depart- 
ed at  10  a.  m.  and  was  in  Minneapolis 
at  4 p.  m.,  ahead  of  the  train,  after  hav- 
ing been  held  up  two  hours  and  five  min- 
utes a few  miles  outside  the  city  . . . Don 
Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  exhibitor, 
back  from  a long  and  pleasant  Florida 
vacation  and  looking  like  a million  dol- 
lars. 

Abe  Kaplan,  Twin  City  independent  ex- 
hibitor, wants  to  k7iow  if  the  inters.- 
commerce  coynmission  will  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  classification  of  Para- 
mount’s impenduig  “Uiiion  Pacific”  . . . 
Who  was  the  Minneapolis  exhibitor  who 
told  his  attorney  when  the  latter  sum- 
moned  him  to  complete  the  papers  dis- 
posing of  his  theatre  that  he  was  $10  out 
in  a rmnmy  game  and  couldn't  be  both- 
ered at  the  moment?  And  can  you  guess 
the  name  of  the  attoryiey?  Perhaps  this 
will  afford  you  a tip — he  told  the  exhibitor 
that  if  there  were  a poker  game  he’d  I 
right  up,  too  . . . Don  Swartz,  Warner 
booker,  a double  for  Jack  LaRue  of  the 
films. 


To  "Fraud"  Cast 

Hollywood  — Paramount  has  added 
Ernst  Verebes,  former  European  comedy 
star,  to  the  cast  of  “The  Magnificent 
Fraud.’’ 


No  Divorce  Action; 
Adjourn  in  N.  D. 

(Continued  from  page  23) 
benefit  to  the  state  and  additional  expen- 
ditures would  be  required, 
ney  fees  if  repeal  passed,  denied  the  claim. 
He  said  that  he  favored  the  measure  when 
he  was  governor  because  it  fitted  into  and 
dovetailed  with  President  Roosevelt’s 
“drive  on  unconscionable  monopolies.”  He 
said  that,  from  a financial  standpoint,  it 
was  immaterial  to  him  how  repeal  fared. 

Here  Bennie  Berger,  former  Northwest 
Allied  president,  one-time  North  Dakota 
resident,  owner  of  several  North  Dakota 
theatres  and  one  of  those  who  helped  to 
get  the  divorcement  law  passed,  is  taking 
repeal  the  hardest.  He  was  in  California 
vacationing  when  the  fight  was  on  and 
burned  up  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires  in  an  effort  to  defeat  the  bill. 

Now,  Berger  says,  he  is  ready  to  sell  out 
his  independent  theatre  circuit  holdings 
and  “go  over  to  the  right  side.”  On  the 
other  hand.  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of 
Northwest  Allied,  continues  to  keep  silent 
and  insists  that  any  statements  must  come 
from  the  federal  bureau  of  investigation. 


Monogram  Sales  Drive 
Clicking,  Says  Wilson 

Minneapolis — J.  Reg  Wilson,  Monogram 
home-office  executive,  here  on  a swing 
around  the  midwest  branches,  says  that 
the  W.  Ray  Johnston  sales  drive  is  going 
over  exceptionally  well. 

“Independent  exhibitors  are  giving  John- 
ston their  support  because  they  feel  he 
has  always  fought  their  battles  and  they 
are  putting  themselves  out  now  to  date 
Monogram  pictures,”  says  Wilson. 

Monogram’s  forthcoming  product  will 
be  the  best  in  the  company’s  history,  ac- 
cording to  Wilson.  He  calls  attention  to 
another  Karloff  picture  scheduled  for  early 
release — the  second  in  a series  of  four — 
and  an  airplane  film,  “Sky  Pirates,”  which 
he  believes,  will  be  second  to  none.  An- 
other Jackie  Cooper  starring  picture, 
“Streets  of  New  York,”  also  is  on  the 
schedule. 

Evidence  of  Monogram’s  progress,  Wil- 
son points  out,  is  the  fact  that  1938-39 
deals  showed  a 30  per  cent  increase  over 
the  preceding  year,  more  average  accoun 
being  sold  at  better  rentals. 


Harold  lohnson  Slated 
For  Two  Club  Talks 

Minneapolis — Services  of  Harold  B. 
Johnson,  Universal  branch  manager,  as  a 
luncheon  club  speaker  are  in  great  de- 
mand. Within  a week  he  will  speak  be- 
fore the  Stillwater,  Minn.,  Kliwanis  club 
as  a guest  of  E.  L.  Peaslee,  local  exhibi- 
tor, and  before  the  Minneapolis  Exchange 
club  at  its  weekly  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Leamington. 


They  Saw  the  Show,  Anyway 

Minneapolis — Recent  blizzards  and  30  to  40  below  zero  temperatures  have  raised 
havoc  with  grosses  throughout  the  territory,  but  they  played  the  scurviest  trick 
on  the  Pine  Theatre,  Pine  Island,  Minn.,  where  takings  probably  fell  to  the  lowest 
level  in  the  industry's  history  one  night.  With  a blizzard  raging  and  the  mercury 
down  to  30  below  zero,  aggregate  receipts  were  45  cents.  One  adult  35  cents  and 
one  child's  10  cent  ticket  were  sold. 

Because  the  patrons,  a father  and  his  son,  had  driven  35  miles  through  the 
storm,  despite  the  hazardov.s  conditions,  just  to  see  the  picture,  "Duke  of  West 
Point,"  Don  Anderson,  owner  of  the  theatre,  refused  to  call  off  the  show. 
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THE 


PRODUCTION 


CENTER 


(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


GN  Views  Future  Guild  - Labor  Developments 

With  Confidence  Through  Critical  Phases 


Current  conferences  concerning  Grand 
National’s  finances  and  the  status  of  its 
production  facilities,  underway  here  since 
E.  W.  Hammons,  GN  president,  checked 
in  last  week,  are  “progressing  satisfactor- 
ily” and  company  heads  are  “not  alarmed” 
about  what  the  future  holds  in  store. 

These  were  the  sentiments  expressed  to 
Boxoffice  by  Jack  Skirball,  studio  pro- 
duction chieftain,  who  has  been  sitting  in 
on  the  huddles  with  Hammons,  Loyd 
Wright,  GN  trustee,  and  Franklyn  War- 
ner, president  of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  which 
distributes  through  GN. 

Skirball  declared  Hammons  has  lined 
up  additional  and  necessary  financing  in 
the  east,  said  he  expected  the  GN  presi- 
dent to  return  to  New  York  before  the  end 
of  the  week,  and  vigorously  denied  reports 
that  the  company  was  being  pressed  by 
creditors  of  the  old  GN.  Understandings 
already  reached  in  the  Hammons- Warner 
parleys,  Skirball  said,  make  it  extremely 
unlikely  that  Fine  Arts  will  withdraw  from 
the  setup,  although  spokesmen  for  War- 
ner had  previously  disclosed  that  the  FA 
president  was  dickering  with  several  major 
companies  on  a releasing  deal,  which  he 
was  considering  in  the  event  his  GN  af- 
filiation blew  up. 

FA  has  delivered  five  films,  represent- 
ing an  investment  of  more  than  $400,000, 
to  GN  and  is  scheduled  to  make  21  more 
for  the  1938-39  slate.  Four  of  the  balance 
are  in  script  form  and  ready  to  go  when 
given  the  signal  by  Warner. 

Admitting  the  company  is  far  behind 
schedule,  Skirball  predicted  a “full  speed 
ahead”  order  would  be  issued  within  the 
next  three  weeks.  Casting  was  slated  to 
start  over  the  weekend  on  “Miracle  of 
Main  Street,”  to  be  directed  by  Steve 
Sekeley.  Nearing  completion  is  “Every- 
thing Happens  to  Ann,”  directed  by  A1 
Christie.  Production  activity  will  be  aug- 
mented next  week  when  the  first  Max 
Baer  musical  western  is  scheduled  to  roll, 
and  Coronado  Pictures  will  gun  a pair  of 
musical  cowgirl  westerns  to  be  filmed 
simultaneously  with  Judith  Allen  in  the 
lead. 

Hammons,  upon  returning  east,  will  call 
a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  to 
name  a successor  to  Edward  L.  Alperson, 
who  resigned  as  general  sales  manager. 


Developments  are  coming  thick  and  fast 
in  Guild  and  labor  warfare.  Dr.  Towne 
Nylander  has  been  suspended  as  regional 
director  for  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board,  his  duties  being  taken  over  tempor- 
arily by  Aaron  Warner,  director  in  the 
Denver  territory.  Nylander’s  suspension 
came  as  the  result  of  a speech  he  made  re- 
cently in  which,  it  was  alleged,  he  declared 
“the  employer  hasn’t  got  a chance”  in 
NLRB  affairs.  Nylander  has  transmitted 
a lengthy  denial  of  the  charge. 

No  immediate  film  labor  hearings  are 
listed,  however,  and  Nylander’s  withdrawal 
will  have  little  effect  on  the  local  situa- 
tion. The  Screen  Writers  Guild  hearing, 
opening  March  6,  will  be  conducted  by 
Bernard  Alpert,  special  NLRB  attorney 
from  Washington.  Producers  were  given 
until  March  2 to  answer  the  new  unfair 
labor  practice  complaint. 

A new  labor  crisis  loomed  when  the 
structure  of  Local  37,  lATSE,  was  split  by 
a superior  court  action  in  which  a re- 
straining order  against  the  present  of- 
ficers was  issued.  Court  order  came  in 
answer  to  a complaint  filed  by  James 
Shaw,  member  of  the  local,  charging  the 
officers  were  illegally  elected  and  are 
guilty  of  mismanagement  and  misuse  of 
funds.  Shaw  asks  that  a receiver  be  ap- 
pointed. The  local  must  file  an  answer 
March  6.  Local  37  figures  importantly  in 
inter-jurisdictional  peace  moves  initiated 
by  an  arbitration  committee  representing 
11  top  film  unions. 

Previously,  Jeff  Kibre,  head  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Technicians  Committee — 
rebel  faction  which  once  was  affiliated 
with  Local  37 — filed  a demand  with  the 
NLRB  asking  the  return  of  approximately 
$3,000,000  which  he  alleges  was  collected 
illegally  from  lA  members  by  its  interna- 
tional officers.  Payment  of  this  amount, 
Kibre  said,  would  signify  withdrawal  of 
his  action  charging  the  lA  with  being 
company-controlled,  in  violation  of  the 
Wagner  Act. 

A later  conference  between  Kibre,  the 
NLRB  and  producer  representatives  gave 
consideration  to  the  proposed  appoint- 
ment of  a grievance  committee  to  settle 
day-to-day  labor  disputes. 

Conferences  between  negotiating  com- 
mittees for  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  and 


producers  are  pointing  to  an  early  set- 
tlement of  the  difficulties  between  the  fac- 
tions. Only  minor  points  remain  to  be 
ironed  out,  including  settlement  of  wage 
scales  for  assistant  directors  and  clarifi- 
cation of  directors’  rights  to  supervise 
script  preparation  and  cut  the  film.  Pro- 
ducers have  appointed  a special  sub- 
committee comprising  Y.  Prank  Freeman, 
Pandro  Berman  and  E.  J.  Mannix  to  work 
out  details  of  the  pact. 

The  Screen  Actors  Guild  board  met  to 
continue  discussion  of  its  proposed  agent- 
licensing plan,  chief  stumbling  block  to 
which  is  still  the  SAG’s  insistence  that 
the  one-year  maximum  contract  for  which 
it  provides  be  retained.  The  Artists  Man- 
agers Guild  will  meet  March  7 in  another 
attempt  to  thresh  out  the  situation. 

The  NLRB  has  certified  the  Screen 
Readers  Guild  as  exclusive  bargaining 
representative  for  the  craft  at  seven  major 
studios  — Columbia,  Metro,  Paramount, 
RKO  Radio,  20th  Century-Pox,  Universal 
and  Warner. 

Charging  the  studio  has  formed  a com- 
pany union  of  maintenance  workers,  the 
Building  Service  Employes  Union  has 
filed  an  NLRB  complaint  against  20th 
Century-Fox,  maintaining  studio  execu- 
tives have  refused  to  bargain  with  it  al- 
though, it  contends,  it  represents  a ma- 
jority of  the  janitors  and  other  mainten- 
ance employes  on  the  lot. 

Casey.  Clarke  Ready  for 
Eastern  Labor  Parleys 

Although  Hays  office  attaches  here 
have  as  yet  received  no  definite  word  on 
the  matter,  preparations  are  being  made 
by  Pat  Casey  and  Victor  Clarke,  labor 
contacts,  to  trek  eastward  on  a moment’s 
notice  to  attend  the  annual  producer-labor 
basic  agreement  parleys,  tentatively  set  to 
open  in  New  York  the  latter  part  of  the 
month. 

Spokesmen  for  them  said  a stormy  ses- 
sion is  anticipated  because  of  the  chaotic 
condition  in  which  Hollywood  labor 
presently  finds  itself — principally  in  re- 
gard to  the  status  of  the  fom-  lATSE 
locals  which  were  recently  granted  auton- 
omy by  the  international,  raising  the  ques- 
tion as  to  their  status  under  the  basic  pact 
(Continued  on  page  27) 
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When  the  Academy 


SPENCER  TRACY,  BETTE  DAVIS 

Best  Actor,  “Boys  Town” 
Best  Actress,  “Jezebel” 


JACK  L.  and  HARRY  M.  WARNER 

Special  award  for  production  of  his- 
torical short  subjects. 


OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

DANIEL  TARADASH,  given  extended  term  and 
leave  of  absence  to  do  a play  for  the  Theatre 
Guild. 

— Metro 

SAM  COSLOW  joins  music  staff  to  write 
original  songs  for  a forthcoming  feature. 

— Principal 

IRENE  DARE,  six-year-old  ice  skater,  given 
new  six-year  acting  contract,  approved  by  Su-* 
perior  Judge  Emmet  H.  Wilson.  First  picture 
wdll  be  “Everything’s  on  Ice  ’’ 

— KKO  Radio 

LEO  McCAREY  handed  new  producer-director 
contract,  on  a straight  two-year  basis,  with  op- 
tions for  two  more. 

CLIFF  REID  given  new  one-year  ticket  as 
producer. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

Kay  GRIFFITH,  stock  actress,  given  contract 
extension. 

— Cniversal 

WILLIAM  LUNDIGAN  given  new  one-year  act- 
ing contract. 

JERRY  MARLOWE,  former  prop-boy  at  War- 
ner’s, signed  to  long-term  acting  contract.  He 
makes  his  screen  debut  in  “Big  Town  Czar.” 

—Warner  iiros. 

JLTLIE  STEVENS,  little  theatre  actress,  signed 
to  term  contract.  She  will  make  her  debut  in 
“Two  Weeks’  Vacation”  with  Wayne  Morris. 

ROSEMARY  LANE  given  extension  on  con- 
tract. 

HAROLD  McCORD,  studio  editing  department 
chief,  gets  new  contract. 


Awards  Were  Passed 


HAL  B.  WALLIS 

The  Irving  Grant  Thalberg  Award  for 
production  achievement. 


WALT  DISNEY,  SHIRLEY  TEMPLE 

To  Disney  for  “significant  screen  inno- 
vation,” in  “Snow  White.” 


Dr.  Benes  to  Be 
Hollywood  Guest 

Hollywood’s  liberal  elements  will  usher 
in  the  first  day  of  spring  with  one  of  the 
most  important  and  significant  progres- 
sive affairs  of  1939,  when  on  March  21  the 
Hollywood  Committee  of  56  will  fete  Dr. 
Eduard  Benes,  former  president  of  Czecho- 
slovakia, who  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a 
banquet  and  meeting.  The  dinner  is  be- 
ing planned  as  a step  in  the  Committee’s 
drive  to  have  President  Roosevelt  sever  all 
trade  relations  with  Nazi  Germany.  The 
former  Czech  president  is  currently  in  New 
York.  Cooperating  in  the  enterprise  are 
the  Hollywood  Anti-Nazi  League  and  the 
Motion  Picture  Artists  Committee. 

Other  activities  of  progressive  groups 
found  the  Associated  Film  Audiences  get- 
ting under  way  with  its  eight-lecture  series 
under  the  title  “How  Motion  Pictures  Are 
Made.” 


Around — 


HARRY  COHN,  FRANK  CAPRA 

To  Capra,  the  Oscar  for  best  direction, 
“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You." 


DEANNA  DURBIN  and  EDGAR  BERGEN 

She  for  bringing  “the  spirit  and  person- 
ification of  youth”  to  the  screen. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

PETEK  PREUCHEN  to  “The  Life  of  Albert 
Nobel,”  biography  of  the  man  who  developed  high 
explosives. 

— KKO  Radio 

JOHN  TWIST  to  "The  Great  Man  in  Politics," 
a sequel  to  “The  Great  Man  Votes.”  Garson 
Kanin  wili  direct. 

JERRY  CADY  to  “Full  Confession”  for  Pro- 
ducer Robert  Sisk. 

JOHN  TWIST  to  “Men  Against  the  Sky.”  Rob- 
ert Sisk  will  produce. 

— Ke  public 

LESLIE  T.  WHITE  goes  on  untitled  original 
for  Producer  Herman  Schlom. 

— Selznlck  International 

DAVm  LAMSON  to  “Justice  Ran  Last.”  Sam 
Engel  will  be  the  associate  producer. 

— ^Universal 

WHITNEY  BOLTON  and  CHARLES  GRAYSON 
to  “Flying  Cadets,”  a sequel  to  “The  Spirit  of 
Culver,”  in  which  Jackie  Cooper  and  Freddie 
Bartholomew  will  be  co-starred.  Burt  Kelly  will 
be  the  producer. 

— Warner  Bros. 

ULRICH  STEINDORFF  teams  with  ABEM 
FINKEL  on  “Beethoven,”  forthcoming  Paul  Miml 
etarrer. 

ROLAND  LEIGH  to  "The  Adventures  of  Don 
Juan,”  from  a story  by  Bess  Meredith,  in  which 
Errol  Flynn  will  be  starred.  Michael  Curtiz  will 
direct. 
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Don’t  tell  anybody,  but  Paramount’s 
publicity  department  is  whispering 
(in  loud  and  lusty  shouts)  the  announced 
plans  for  production  of  a mysterious  pic- 
ture titled  “Dr.  Cyclops.”  The  Marathon 
St.  praisers  guardedly  explain — to  the  ac- 
companiment of  great  gobs  of  multigraph 
ink— that  they  wish  to  say  very  little 
about  the  forthcoming  phenomenon  be- 
cause so  many  story  and  technical  inno- 
vations of  an  allegedly  sensational  and 
startling  nature  will  be  included  in  its 
making  that  only  eight  persons  on  the  lot 
have  been  allowed  to  see  the  original  story 
in  its  entirety. 

The  general  secrecy  idea  could  be  car- 
ried out  further  by  writing  the  script  in 
invisible  ink,  starring  “The  Invisible 
Man’s”  stand-in,  showing  it  first  at  a sneak 
preview  and  exhibiting  it  in  empty  the- 
atres— in  which  respect  it  would  not  be 
unlike  many  other  Hollywood  thrillers, 
produced  sans  benefit  of  a shroud  of 
secrecy. 


Following  her  recent,  widely-heralded 
“retirement”  from  the  screen,  Kay  Francis 
has  been  signed  for  a part  in  RKO  Radio’s 
“Memory  of  Love.”  Perhaps  the  statuesque 
Kay  is  essaying  to  become  the  cinematic 
counterpart  of  Sarah  Bernhardt  by  estab- 
lishing a new  record  for  farewell  farewell 
appearances. 


The  week's  high  in  subtle,  ironical  notes: 

While  headlines  were  screaming  of  the 
honors  being  showered  upon  the  frail  femi- 
nine shoulders  of  Bette  Davis  through  her 
selection  as  the  winner  of  the  Academy 
Award  for  best  performance  by  an  actress 


during  1938,  Columnist  Erskine  Johnson 
chronicles:  "Bette  Davis'  ex-husband,  Harmon 
Nelson,  is  now  working  for  a New  York  ad- 
vertising agency.'' 


Current  unsuccessful  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Long  Beach  city  fathers  to  ex- 
pand the  authority  of  the  municipal  mo- 
tion picture  censorship  board  reveals  that 
the  chief  of  the  fire  department  is  now 
a member  of  that  august  body.  That’s 
one  way  of  letting  them  slickers  in  Holly- 
wood know  that  Little  Iowa  will  stand  for 
nothing  too  hot  in  its  celluloid  fare.  Of 
course,  the  appointment  may  have  been 
made  when  the  natives  heard  about  Fox’s 
“In  Old  Chicago”  and  Metro’s  “Too  Hot 
to  Handle” — or  did  they? 


And  Samuel  Goldwyn  emphatically  de- 
nies that  the  conflagration  which  broke 
out  in  his  projection  room  while  he  and 
his  assistant,  James  Roosevelt,  were  view- 
ing rushes  of  his  current  opus,  started  in 
his  collar. 


Apparently  there  is  no  end  to  the  prece- 


dents established  by  the  late  lamented 
$250,000  Movie  Quiz  contest.  Local  winner 
of  one  of  the  $5,000  plums  is— of  all  things — 
a newspaperman,  one  Will  Wayne.  Very 
probably  the  first  time  a reporter  ever  had 
$5,000  in  one  chunk  since  Gutenberg  did 
them  wrong  by  inventing  the  printing  press. 


With  the  announced  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing better  coordination  of  the  public 
relations  and  public  information  concern- 
ing the  motion  picture  industry,  a com- 
mittee consisting  of  Kyle  Palmer,  chair- 
man; Tom  Pettey  and  Gabe  Yorke  was 
recently  named  by  Will  H.  Hays. 

As  its  initial  chore,  the  committee  might 
undertake  to  do  something  about  eliminat- 
ing the  wide  variations  in  publicizing  a 
loanout  star  by  the  studio  where  she  is 
working  and  by  the  one  from  which  she 
is  temporarily  a fugitive. 

On  one  and  the  same  day,  Metro’s 
publicists  declared  that  Claudette  Colbert, 
recuperating  from  a recent  attack  of  in- 
fluenza, would  be  delayed  briefly  in  start- 
ing her  assignment;  while  Paramount  re- 
ported that  the  star  was  happUy  cavort- 
ing in  the  snow  near  Bishop. 


Incidentally,  a new  high  in  loanouts  was 
attained  when  Zekie,  a $3,500  polo  pony 
belonging  to  Darryl  Zanuck  and  rated  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  country,  was  hired  by 
Metro  for  sequences  in  “The  Kid  From 
Texas.” 

Now,  if  Louis  B.  Mayer  would  lend  his 
imported  director,  Herr  Reinhold  Schun- 
zel,  to  the  20th  Century-Fox  czar,  it 
would  make  it  a horse  apiece. 


A Transitory  Trio 


Apparently  the  annual  shipment  and 
subsequent  pompous  distribution  of  the 
Academy’s  gold-plated  Oscars  interfered 
materially  with  the  even  flow  of  pre- 
view material  and  the  week  witnessed  only 
three  features — all  modestly-budgeted  af- 
fairs— ^uncorked  for  the  edification  of  re- 
views and  other  Hollywood  bearers  of 
Annie  Oakleys.  Each  was  a satisfactory 
entry  in  its  field. 

Probably  the  most  important  from  a 
budgetary  standpoint  was  Universal’s  “The 
Spirit  of  Culver.”  In  the  accepted  groove 
of  service  school  entertainment,  it  differs 
from  its  imposing  list  of  predecessors  in 
this  vein  because  of  several  new  twists  in 
story  construction  and  through  the  fact 
that  the  leading  roles  are  played  for  the 
most  part  by  juveniles.  Jackie  Cooper  and 
Freddie  Bartholomew  turn  in  compelling 
performances  and  again  prove  themselves 
dramatic  craftsmen  of  the  first  order; 
similarly  workmanlike  is  Joseph  Santley’s 
direction.  In  his  fifth  start  as  a Uni- 


versal producer,  Burt  Kelly  has  given  the 
vehicle  a more  than  adequate,  if  not  pre- 
tentious, mounting.  Nathaniel  West  and 
Whitney  Bolton  scripted  from  a story  by 
George  Green,  Tom  Buckingham  and 
Clarence  Marks — made  several  years  ago 
as  “Brown  of  Culver”  by  the  same  studio. 
* * * 

Production  expenditure  considered,  Paul 
Malvern’s  initial  venture  as  a producer  for 
Monogram,  “Sky  Pirate” — title  of  which 
was  changed,  shortly  after  its  preview,  to 
“Mystery  Plane” — is  one  of  the  most  com- 
mendable endeavors  the  company  has  been 
associated  with  this  season.  It  marks  the 
takeoff  of  the  “Tailspin  Tommy”  series, 
filmed  from  the  cartoon  characters  cre- 
ated by  Hal  Forrest,  and  benefits  im- 
measurably through  a tightly-woven  script 
from  the  typewriters  of  Paul  Schofield  and 
Joseph  West,  a cleancut  directorial  job  by 
George  Waggner  and  a performance  by 
John  Trent  in  the  lead  that  far  surpasses 
his  previous  Hollywood  emotings.  If  Mal- 


vern is  successful  in  maintaining  the 
standard  set  herein,  his  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
series  is,  with  little  doubt,  assured  of  a 
long  and  profitable  flight,  carrying  a full 
payload  of  action-seeking  filmgoers. 

* * * 

Generously  laden  with  rib-tickling  ex- 
uberance and  exclusively  humorous  situa- 
tions, Columbia’s  “Blondie  Meets  the  Boss” 
should  be  an  unqualified  hit  with  all 
those  who  hailed  the  first  in  this  series 
based  on  the  Chic  Young  comic  strip — 
and,  further,  should  prove  a magnet  to 
draw  in  additional  trade  through  word-of- 
mouth.  Inexpensively  but  carefully  made, 
it  brings  again  to  vivid  life  not  only 
Blondie,  but  Husband  Dagwood,  Baby 
Dumpling  and — worthy  of  especial  praise 
— Daisy,  the  family  dog.  Robert  Sparks 
and  Prank  R.  Strayer,  as  producer  and 
director  respectively,  share  the  credit  with 
Kay  Van  Riper  and  Richard  Flournoy,  who 
share  the  writing  credits. 
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On  the  road  to  recovery  at  California 
Hospital  is  Berta  Biggar,  secretary  to 
Eddie  Schellhorn,  Paramount’s  foreign  pub- 
licity manager.  She  was  rushed  there  for 
an  emergency  operation  . . . Jack  Chertok, 
shorts  producer,  and  Roy  Rowland,  direc- 
tor, have  left  for  New  York  to  make  three 
Robert  Benchley  briefies  for  Metro  . . . 
Mrs.  Jerome  Cowan,  wife  of  the  actor,  has 
planed  east  to  be  with  her  mother,  who  is 
seriously  ill  after  an  operation. 

* 

Sol  Lesser  is  back  at  his  vroduction  desk 
after  a ten-day  vacation  on  the  desert 
. . . Sudden  illness  of  Melvyn  Douglas 
caused  delays  in  the  production  schedule 
of  his  current  starrer  at  M-G-M  . . . 
George  O’Brien  is  bound  for  San  Angelo, 
Texas,  to  participate  in  the  aiinual  rodeo 
there.  Perry  Lieber,  RKO  Radio  publicist, 
accompanied  the  western  star. 

* 

Irving  Rapper.  Warner  dialogue  direc- 
tor, plans  a New  York  holiday  when  his 
current  assignment  is  completed  . . . Bob 
Hope  has  secured  leave  of  absence  from 
Paramount  to  take  a two-month  trip  to 
England  in  July. 

★ 

Solly  Baiamo,  Warner  talent  scout,  has 
retur7ied  from  a trip  to  Seattle,  where  he 
searched  little  theatres  for  prospective 
screen  material  . . . Robert  Buckner  is  due 
back  at  his  Warner  writing  desk  after  a 
trip  to  South  Bend,  Indiana,  to  gather 
data  for  a forthcoming  script. 

* 

Bill  Levanway,  assistant  to  Producer 
Joseph  Mankiewicz  at  Metro,  is  back  at 
work  after  a short  vacation  in  Portland 
. . . Jimmy  Cagney  now  has  a commission 
as  a colonel  on  the  staff  of  the  governor 
of  Oklahoma,  the  honor  being  presented 


him  by  Col.  John  H.  Brandt,  past  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  National  Indian 
War  Veterans. 

★ 

Paramount’s  Studio  Club  will  hold  its 
annual  St.  Patrick’s  dance  at  the  Riverside 
Breakfast  Club,  March  18,  with  Joseph 
Robbins  and  Andrews  Montgomery  in 
charge  of  arrangements  . . . Jack  Benny 
has  accepted  the  invitation  to  appear  as 
master  of  ceremonies  at  a banquet  to  be 
given  September  27  by  the  Women’s 
Auxiliary  of  the  American  Legion  at  its 
annual  convention  in  Chicago  . . . Harlan 
Thompson,  Paramount  producer,  planed 
to  San  Diego  to  place  his  seal  of  approval 
on  location  sites  for  his  current  assign- 
ment. 

★ 

Mickey  Rooney  is  in  from  a three-week 
holiday  in  New  York  and  Miami  . . . Com- 
pleting a research  assignment,  Barrett 
Kiesling,  Hugo  Butler  and  Dore  Schary  are 
back  at  M-G-M  after  a trip  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  Dearborn  and  New  York. 

★ 

Paramomit’s  Studio  Club  has  decided 
to  hold  a weekly  ice  skating  party  at  Pan- 
Pacific  Auditorium  during  the  remainder 
of  the  skating  season,  according  to  Peggy 
Schwartz,  chairman  of  the  event. 

★ 

Concluding  two  weeks  of  studio  confabs, 
Arthur  Loew  and  Laudy  Lawrence,  foreign 
distribution  executives  for  Metro,  have  re- 
turned east,  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
Sam  Eckman,  head  of  M-G-M  distribu- 
tion in  Great  Britain,  was  to  follow  over 
the  weekend  . . . Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  is 
in  from  a New  York  and  London  holiday 
to  prepare  for  a film  assignment  . . . John 
Huston,  writer  at  Warner’s,  is  back  at 


Who  Won  in  Radio 
Fight  Donhtful 

Viewed  from  its  present  aspect,  the  cur- 
tain seems  to  have  been  rung  down  on 
the  most  recent  chapter  of  the  two-year- 
old  feud  between  exhibition  and  screen 
star-laden  airshows,  with  close  students 
of  the  situation  apparently  unable  to  lay 
their  hands  on  any  tangible  evidence  that 
either  side  has  gained  a very  concrete 
victory. 

Most  railbirds  are  inclined  to  give  the- 
atremen  the  decision  by  a shade,  point- 
ing out  that  two  important  steps  were 
gained  when  Darryl  Zanuck  withdrew  Ty- 
rone Power  from  further  air  activity  and 
successfully  persuaded  Alice  Faye  to  con- 
fine her  future  entertainment  endeavors 
to  the  screen. 

Radio  is  conceded  by  many  to  have  held 
its  own,  however,  in  that  the  M-G-M 
“Good  News  of  1939’’  show,  once  sched- 
uled to  fold  March  30,  will  continue 
through  June;  plus  the  fact  that  the  re- 
cently-announced tieup  between  Warner, 
the  Ford  Motor  Co.  and  the  Mutual  Pa- 
cific network,  has  already  been  launched 
and  is  apparently  functioning  smoothly. 
One  broadcast  has  been  made  in  the 
weekly  series,  the  studio  furnishing  the 
acting  talent.  This  week’s  lineup  was  to 
include  Margaret  Lindsay,  John  Litel  and 
Janet  Chapman. 


work  following  a short  vacation  in  the 
east. 

★ 

Martha  Raye  will  make  a personal  ap- 
pearance in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  March  12, 
when  her  latest  Paramount  comedy  is 
given  its  western  premiere.  Husband  Dave 
Rose  and  Bob  Hussey  of  the  studio  adver- 
tising department  will  accompany  . . . 
Bobby  Breen  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a 
banquet  to  be  given  March  14  by  the  Okla- 
homa City  Chamber  of  Commerce,  cele- 
brating the  state’s  Golden  Jubilee. 

★ 

Mae  West  and  her  business  manager, 
James  Timony,  have  trained  east  on  the 
first  leg  of  the  star’s  personal  appearance 
tour  . . . Donald  Ogden  Stewart,  author 
and  scenarist,  and  Lenore  Winter,  widow 
of  the  late  Lincoln  Steffens,  have  filed 
intention  to  wed.  No  date  for  the  mar- 
riage has  been  set  . . . Edward  Arnold 
has  left  for  New  York  on  a long-delayed 
vacation,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Arnold  . . . 
W.  C.  Fields  is  off  on  a Mexican  holiday 
. . . Lester  Cowan,  Universal  producer, 
and  his  wife,  Ann  Ronnell,  have  pulled 
out  for  the  east.  Cowan  will  confer  with 
homeoffice  executives  on  his  next  pro- 
duction. 

* 

Constance  Moore,  given  a two-week  va- 
cation by  Universal,  is  visiting  her  family 
in  Dallas,  Texas  . . . Paul  Kelly  is  plan- 
ning a New  York  holiday  when  his  Metro 
picture  commitment  is  completed. 

* 

Leon  G.  Turrou,  former  G-man  and 
now  a technical  advisor  at  Warner,  ad- 
dressed the  Southern  California  Publishers 
Association  at  the  Stock  Exchange  Club. 


Win  "Dodge  City"  Bow  for  Dodge  City — 

This  buckskin-bound  petition,  being  presented  by  Lieut.-Gov.  Carl  Friend 
of  Kansas,  left,  to  Jack  L.  Warner,  brought  forth  the  studio’s  decision  to  give 
‘‘Dodge  City”  its  world  premiere  m Dodge  City,  Karisas.  Friend  headed  a 
delegation  of  noted  Kansans  who  made  the  trip  to  Hollywood  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  petition  bore  18,000  sigiiatures. 
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Shakeup  Reports 
Preceding  Visit 

Preceded  by  the  usual  coterie  of  rumors 
and  conjectures  as  to  possible  personnel 
shakeups  and  other  upheavals — all  denied 
by  studio  spokesmen — Herbert  Yates  was 
due  to  arrive  at  Republic  late  in  the  week 
for  his  annual  winter  visit.  Chairman  of 
the  company’s  directorate,  Yates  has  been 
vacationing  briefly  in  Phoenix.  Among 
his  activities  while  here  will  be  personal 
supervision  of  the  film  editing  of  “Man  of 
Conquest,’’  Richard  Dix  starrer,  which 
winds  up  this  week.  No  concrete  basis 
could  be  uncovered,  through  the  studio, 
for  conjectures  that  Yates  will  consider 
moving  Republic  out  of  its  North  Holly- 
wood plant  and  into  larger  quarters,  al- 
though it  was  said  that,  during  his  visit 
here  late  last  year,  Yates  had  a detailed 
survey  and  inventory  made  of  at  least  one 
other  studio.  The  Republic  chieftain  will 
also,  while  here,  name  the  locale  and  date 
of  the  world  premiere  of  “Man  of  Con- 
quest.’’ 

Monogram’s  production  chief,  Scott  R. 
Dunlap,  is  in  New  York  attending  the 
company’s  annual  board  of  directors’ 
meeting.  He  was  accompanied  by  Trem 
Carr,  member  of  the  board.  Dunlap  will 
confer  with  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president, 
on  the  1939-40  program  after  the  meeting, 
returning  here  with  him  about  March  8. 

Nate  Blumberg,  Universal  president,  has 
trained  east  after  extended  studio  confer- 
ences with  Cliff  Work,  production  chief. 
Mrs.  Blumberg  accompanied.  Also  head- 
ing for  New  York  was  Ramos  Cobian,  in- 
dependent producer  releasing  through 
20th  Century-Fox,  bearing  a pi’int  of  his 
first,  “Los  Hijos  Mandan,’’  for  delivery  to 
company  distribution  executives.  Cobian 
returns  shortly  to  start  work  on  his  second 
Spanish-language  feature. 

Walter  Wanger  has  returned  from  Dart- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  with  a camera  and 
technical  crew,  where  he  has  been  pick- 
ing up  winter  sports  background  shots  for 
“Winter  Carnival.’’ 

Final  plans  for  his  production  debut  are 
being  made  by  Harry  Edington,  in  from 
New  York  conferences  with  Universal  ex- 
ecutives. Edington,  formerly  an  agent, 
recently  signed  to  produce  independently 
for  Universal  release. 

A reorganization  of  the  musical  staff 
at  Paramount  is  underway,  with  Arthur 
Franklin  and  Sam  Wineland,  musical  ad- 
visors, and  Maurice  Lawrence,  a scorer, 
ieaving  the  studio.  Other  staff  revisions 
are  being  considered  by  Louis  Lipstone, 
who  was  appointed  musical  director,  suc- 
ceeding Boris  Morros,  some  weeks  ago. 


Brown  in  "U"  Series 

Johnny  Mack  Brown  has  been  signed 
by  Universal  to  star  in  a seven-picture 
group  of  westerns  on  the  company’s  1939- 
40  slate,  in  addition  to  Brown’s  commit- 
ment in  “The  Oregon  Trail,”  a serial,  now 
in  production. 


Three-Month  Shutdown 
Ordered  by  Roach 

With  but  one  more  picture  to  produce 
on  his  1938-39  schedule  after  “Captain 
Fury”  has  been  delivered  to  United  Art- 
ists for  release,  Hal  Roach  has  ordered  a 
three-month  shutdown  of  his  Culver  City 
plant,  effective  next  week.  A skeleton 
publicity  staff,  maintenance  crew  and  a 
corps  of  writers  preparing  Roach’s  initialer 
for  the  1939-40  season,  “Water  Gypsies,” 
will  be  retained  on  the  payroll.  “Captain 
Fury”  is  now  in  the  cutting  rooms. 

Finai  days  of  February  found  extras  and 
bit-players  enjoying  the  heaviest  work 
schedules  for  many  months.  Those  in  the 
$5.50  and  $8.25  per  day  brackets  were  in 
such  demand  through  calls  from  various 
studios  that  Central  Casting  was,  for  some 
days,  taxed  to  supply  requirements,  aver- 
aging 2,000  placements  per  day.  In  one 
instance  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  was 
forced  to  issue  a “reviewable”  waiver  so 
that  extras  without  Guild  cards  could  be 
martialed  into  duty. 

Wolfgang  Reinhardt,  whose  option  as 
Producer  Henry  Blanke’s  aide  at  Warner 
was  recently  picked  up,  has  been  boosted 
to  a full-fledged  associate  producership, 
working  in  Bryan  Foy’s  unit.  “Dr.  Ehr- 
lich,” which  he  has  been  scripting,  will 
be  his  first  assignment. 

Frank  Jenks  has  left  the  Universal  con- 
tract list  after  18  months  as  a featured 
player.  Bradley  Page,  for  two  years  an 
RKO  Radio  player,  has  wound  up  his  con- 
tract and  will  freelance. 


George  Bruce  Boosted  to 
Producer-Writer  Post 

George  Bruce  has  been  boosted  to  a 
producer-writer  post  in  Edward  Small’s 
production  unit,  with  “Kit  Carson,  Aven- 
ger,” as  his  first  assignment.  C.  Gardiner 
Sullivan  is  scripting  from  a story  by 
Evelyn  Wells.  Bruce  previously  wrote  the 
screenplays  for  Small’s  first  two  produc- 
tions for  United  Artists. 


New  York — “Off  to  Buffalo”  opened  at 
the  Barrymore,  February  21  and  closed  the 
following  Saturday  after  seven  perform- 
ances. It  was  a comedy  hy  Max  Liebman 
and  Allen  Boretz,  staged  by  Melville  Burke 
and  produced  by  Albert  Lewis.  The  cast  in- 
cluded Joe  Cook,  Hume  Cronyn,  Matt 
Briggs,  Richard  Tabor  and  Otto  Hulett. 
The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — Despite 
Mr.  Cook’s  effective  one-man  campaign, 
“Off  to  Buffalo”  sans  song  and  dance,  is 
just  intermittently  diverting. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (two  stars)  — 
...  Joe  took  his  new  assignment  seriously 
and  did  his  best  . . . 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
. . . pretty  feeble  and  machine-made  stuff. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — Too 
much  broth  spoiled  Mr.  Cook  . . . frantic- 
ally anxious,  but  laborious  farce. 

Wilella  Waldorf,  Post — . . . the  laughs 
are  there  and  any  old  vehicle,  even  one 
that  creaks  a bit  and  occasionally  shows 


46-Feature  Peg 
Is  Reached 

Production  has  taken  an  upswing,  with 
46  features  shooting  and  another  half- 
dozen  on  the  call-sheets  for  starts  dnr- 
ing  the  week. 

Metro,  though  listing  no  starters,  con- 
tinues filming  ten.  Paramount  gunned 
“Great  Enemy,”  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bulldog 
Drummond”  and  “North  of  Singapore”  to 
record  nine  in  work.  Warner  has  eight 
in  production,  none  of  them  new  starts. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  filming  six. 
Republic  started  “Frontier  Express”  to 
register  a five-pictui'e  total.  “Big  Town 
Czar”  got  under  way  at  Universal  to  give 
that  studio  four  features  and  a serial  on 
the  soundstages.  RKO  Radio  rolled  “Sec- 
ond Shot”  and  “The  Girl  From  Mexico,” 
listing  fom’  in  all.  Monogram  gunned 
“Stunt  Pilot”  as  the  second  of  the  “Tail- 
spin  Tommy”  series,  the  studio  totaling 
three  in  work.  Columbia  has  three  fea- 
tures and  a serial. 

With  the  expected  completion  of  Hal 
Roach’s  “Captain  Fury,”  United  Artists 
has  but  one  in  production,  Edward  Small’s 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 

Guild.  Labor  Developments 
Through  Critical  Phases 

(Continued  from  page  23) 
which  the  parent  lA  body  had  held  with 
the  producers. 

The  basic  agreement  huddles,  it  has 
been  frequently  predicted,  may  result  in 
adoption  of  an  industry-wide  five-day 
work  week. 

Joseph  I.  Breen,  administrator  of  the 
production  code,  is  back  at  work  in  the 
local  office  after  an  eastern  business- 
pleasure  trip. 


a tendency  to  fall  apart,  is  a welcome 
sight  in  these  parts  as  long  as  Joe  Cook 
is  riding  in  it. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — Almost  any 
excuse  is  acceptable  which  gets  Joe  Cook 
back  on  Broadway  ...  It  is  a pretty  thin 
excuse  . . . 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — For  Joe  is  a 
prince  of  mountebanks — bland,  honest, 
endearing  and  immensely  skilful  . . . syn- 
thetic entertainment. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . never  seems  to  catch  fire,  nothwith- 
standing  Mr.  Cook’s  genial  hokum  . . . 


And  Some  Close 

New  York — Among  the  play  closings  are 
these:  “I  Married  an  Angel”  after  168 
performances;  “Spring  Meeting”  after  98; 
“Dear  Octopus”  after  53;  “Miss  Swan 
Expects”  after  eight  and  “Off  to  Buffalo” 
after  seven. 


Plays  - - - , Possibilities 
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A "Recreation"  Bill 
By  PTA  Watched 

Los  Angeles — Despite  avowals  by  Par- 
ent-Teacher Ass’n  officials  that  no  com- 
petition with  film  exhibition  is  intended 
or  will  be  inflicted  through  its  passage, 
local  theatremen  are  giving  considerable 
study  to  a measure  recently  introduced 
in  the  state  assembly  under  auspices  of 
the  PTA  and  calhng  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  recreational  programs  in  the  state’s 
primary  and  secondary  public  schools. 

The  proposed  legislation  provides,  prin- 
cipally, for  vestige  of  greater  authority 
in  school  trustees  in  setting  up  recrea- 
tional centers,  and  calls  for  the  allotment 
of  a $35,000  fund  for  the  purchase  of 
equipment  therefor.  While  PTA  officials 
here  admitted  a certain  portion  of  that 
sum  would  go  toward  the  acquisition  of 
motion  picture  projection  equipment,  they 
pointed  out  there  would  be  no  conflict 
with  commercial  theatres  and  that,  in 
essence,  the  measure  is  intended  chiefly  as 
a means  of  augmenting  extra-curricular 
school  activities  and  playground  facilities. 

Pox  West  Coast’s  legal  department, 
which  scrutinized  the  proposed  legislation, 
unofficially  concurs  in  this  viewpoint  and 
has  indicated  it  feels  no  alarm. 


Grand  National  Force 
In  Los  Angeles  Intact 

Los  Angeles — Despite  the  unsettled  sta- 
tus of  Grand  National’s  sales  organization 
and  the  company’s  production  future,  now 
being  mulled  at  Hollywood  conferences, 
the  numerical  strength  and  structure  of 
the  local  sales  branch,  serving  the  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.  territories,  remain  unaf- 
fected so  far,  and  Bill  Riter,  branch  man- 
ager, declared  that  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  no  immediate  changes  are  con- 
templated by  his  superiors. 

Thus  the  layoffs  reportedly  ordered  in 
GN  exchanges  around  the  country  follow- 
ing Edward  L.  Alperson’s  resignation  as 
sales  manager  have  not  yet,  and  may 
possibly  never,  reach  the  local  branch. 
Riter  said  he  expected  Morris  Saphier, 
just  appointed,  temporary  supervisor  of 
sales  west  of  Chicago,  to  check  in  within 
a week,  at  which  time  a more  definite 
plan  of  procedure  will  be  outlined. 

The  local  exchange  staff  currently  com- 
prises Riter,  two  salesmen,  a poster  clerk 
and  two  stenographers — adequate  to  han- 
dle bookings  of  GN  product  at  this  time, 
Riter  said. 


12m0  at  RCA  Show 

San  Francisco — An  opening-day  audi- 
ence of  over  12,000  at  the  television’s  pub- 
lic debut  created  a “housing”  problem  in 
the  RCA  exhibit  at  the  Golden  Gate  In- 
ternational Exposition.  It  was  estimated 
one  out  of  every  12  persons  in  the  crowd 
of  150,000  visitors  saw  the  innovation. 


. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


FLYING  IRISHMAN,  THE  (RKO)— In  which 
the  life  of  Douglas  Corrigan,  wrong-way 
flyer,  is  dramatized  with  conspicuous  lack 
of  success,  chiefly  because  of  uneven  story 
treatment  and  Corrigan's  unimpressive 
thespic  talents.  Must  depend  on  juvenile 
aviation  enthusiasts  for  draw  and  con- 
sequently probably  will  find  limited  ceil- 
ing. Pandro  Berman  produced;  Leigh  Jason 
directed. 

MY  WIFE'S  RELATIVES  (Rep)— Second  in 
the  Higgins  family  series  and  sock  pro- 
gram comedy  throughout  with  James,  Lu- 
cile  and  Russell  Gleason  enjoying  a field 
day.  The  family  plunges  into  home-made 
candy  business  and  succeeds  in  gamer- 
ing more  laughs  than  profits.  Sol  Siegel 
produced;  Gus  Meins  directed. 

SOCIETY  SMUGGLER  (Univ)— Will  have  to 
be  smuggled  on  program  with  strong  top 
biller  to  make  any  impress  on  boxoffice. 
Even  for  modest  budgeter  of  cops  and  rob- 
bers variety,  is  painfully  stereotyped  and 
slow  in  story  and  direction.  Cast  is  help- 
less in  the  face  of  poor  material.  Ken 
Goldsmith  produced;  Joe  May  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


California  Circuit  and 
Local  150  Pacts  Set 

Pasadena,  Cal. — New  contracts  have 
been  signed  between  the  California  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  Projectionists  Local  150,  In- 
ternational Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stage 
Employes,  extending  the  union’s  contract 
affecting  booth  operators.  The  circuit 
operates  the  State,  Pasadena,  Park  and 
Washington  theatres.  No  changes  to  the 
lA-circuit  contract  of  last  year  were  made. 


Sinift  Opens  April  15 

Los  Angeles — Mack  Sinift  will  open  his 
new  Del  Mar  Theatre  April  15  at  a 20-cent 
admission  scale.  'The  house  is  a 520-seater. 


"All-Comedy  Week" 
Idea  Clicks 

Beverly  Hills,  Cal. — Above-average 
business  was  reported  by  Emil  Umann, 
owner-operator  of  the  Regina  Theatre, 
in  his  recent  "All  Comedy  Week"  pro- 
gram. Umann's  collection  of  hysterical 
and  historical  comedies  included  clips 
from  past  hits  of  Charlie  Chaplin,  Lau- 
rel and  Hardy,  the  Marx  Bros.,  the 
Three  Stooges,  Bergen  and  McCarthy, 
Wheeler  and  Woolsey,  Harold  Lloyd 
and  other  laugh-getters. 


Proposed  Censor 
Change  Tabled 

Long  Beach,  Cal. — Strenuous  pressure 
from  independent  exhibitors  and  Fox  West 
Coast  circuit  officials  was  successful  in 
indefinitely  tabling  action  on  a proposed 
revision  to  the  municipal  censorship  or- 
dinance, which  was  to  have  been  consid- 
ered at  this  week’s  meeting  of  the  city 
council.  Proponents  of  the  revision  had 
urged  the  adoption  of  two  clauses — one 
adding  two  private  citizens  to  the  present 
board,  the  other  forcing  a hearing  on  the 
exhibition  of  any  film  or  play  against 
which  one  or  more  citizens  registered  a 
written  protest. 

The  board  now  is  made  up  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  police  and  fire  departments,  the 
city  manager,  city  prosecutor  and  superin- 
tendent of  social  welfare.  Theatremen, 
including  representatives  of  FWC’s  legal 
department,  argued  that  pictures  carrying 
the  National  Board  of  Review  seal  should 
be  eligible  for  showings  in  any  theatre 
here  regardless  of  the  number  of  protests 
filed,  if  passed  by  the  present  censorship 
body. 

Suggested  alteration  of  the  ordinance, 
reputable  showmen  admitted,  was  prompt- 
ed by  screenings  of  several  off-color  films 
in  grind  theatres  along  the  Pike,  the 
city’s  beach  amusement  zone. 


T,  P.  Schnitzer  Appointed 
So.  CaL  FTP  Supervisor 

Los  Angeles — Some  measure  of  order 
has  been  instilled  into  the  turbulent  con- 
ditions within  the  Southern  California 
Federal  Theatre  Project  through  the  ap- 
pointment of  T.  P.  Schnitzer  as  temporary 
supervisor.  Schnitzer,  currently  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  selected  by  Mrs.  Hallie  Flana- 
gan, national  director  of  the  FTP,  who 
has  been  headquartering  locally  for  the 
past  week  reviewing  the  situation. 

Schnitzer,  arriving  next  week,  will  re- 
place James  Ullman,  who  held  the  post  for 
only  two  months.  Ullman  resigned  short- 
ly after  orders  from  Washington,  D.  C., 
cut  the  FTP’s  personnel  25  per  cent,  prun- 
ing more  than  300  off  its  payrolls.  The 
former  director,  however,  declared  he  was 
resigning  for  “purely  personal”  reasons. 


$15/100  Fire  Damage  to 
Theatre  at  Glendale 

Glendale,  Cal. — Damage  amounting  to 
an  estimated  $15,000  was  inflicted  when 
fire  broke  out  backstage  in  the  California 
Theatre.  Sound  equipment  and  stage  set- 
tings were  partially  destroyed.  Firemen 
declared  the  blaze  was  probably  started 
when  a dropped  match  ignited  the  curtain. 


Heber  Buys  Arrow  Theatre 

Los  Angeles — Henry  Heber,  former  own- 
er of  the  Mission  Theatre,  Sacramento, 
has  purchased  the  Arrow  Theatre  from 
Dave  Cantor, 
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SSALT  LAKE 

T EADING  grosser  of  the  past  few  sea- 
" sons  is  RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  currently 
at  the  Paramoxmt.  A boost  in  evening  ad- 
missions has  been  put  into  effect  for  the 
nm  of  the  feature. 

E.  W.  Wilson.  GN’s  local  exchange  man- 
ager, is  extending  his  trip  through  the 
Idaho  territory  f»r  another  week  . . . Man- 
ager Maurice  Saffle  of  the  Metro  exchange 
is  another  who  is  on  a sales  trip  in  Idaho. 

The  local  chamber  of  commerce  has  an 
invitation  from  a Hollywood  film  magazine 
to  enter  a contestant  to  represent  the 
city  in  a beauty  contest.  Finals  will  be 
held  in  September  and  the  winner  will  be 
awarded  a short  film  contract. 

Monogram’s  local  branch  manager,  W. 
W.  McKendrick,  is  expecting  a visit  from 
District  Manager  Lon  T.  Fidler,  who  is 
en  route  back  to  Denver  from  a coast 
visit. 

Earl  Whitaker,  operator  of  several  the- 
atres in  southern  Utah,  has  leased  the 
new  Olympus  Theatre  at  Holliday,  a su- 
burb of  Salt  Lake  City.  The  house  was 
recently  built  by  the  Intermountain  The- 
atre Supply  Co. 

Among  Row  visitors  were  Johnny  Grif- 
fin of  Chinook.  Mont.,  and  Lawrence  Jones 
of  Malad,  Ida.  Jones  UMS  headed  for  the 
races  at  Santa  Anita  . . . Betty  Healey 
seems  to  he  emerging  the  victor  in  the 
ping  pong  tournament  currently  underway 
at  the  new  UA  exchange  here. 

Harry  Kerrer  of  the  Capitol  Film  Ex- 
change, who  also  is  agent  for  Metro*  Pre- 
miums reports  a successful  tryout  at  the 
Roxy  Theatre  here.  The  premiums  are 
popular  at  Midvale,  Fillmore,  Levan  and 
Holden,  as  well  as  in  various  Idaho  centers. 

The  new  Madison  Theatre  at  Ennis, 
Mont.,  is  slated  for  opening  March  11. 
J.  P.  Erie  is  manager. 


Federal  Eye  Now 
On  Universal 

Los  Angeles — Back  on  Filmrow  again 
are  those  now  familiar,  but  still  uncom- 
municative, personages,  Albert  J.  Law  and 
his  federal  deputy  investigators.  Striking 
camp  two  weeks  ago  after  paying  a re- 
turn visit  to  M-G-M’s  exchange,  the  Law 
probers  are  currently  at  Universal,  re- 
checking the  contract  files  and  other  ex- 
change records. 

While  taciturn,  as  is  their  custom,  the 
G-Men  indicated  their  stay  would  be  a 
short  one.  Whether  they  will  check  in  at 
other  exchanges  could  not  be  learned. 
The  government  sleuths  spent  several 
months  along  the  Row  in  1938,  examining 
records  of  the  major  exchanges  and  Pox 
West  Coast  in  answer  to  independent  ex- 
hibitor-distributor plaints  that  the  ma- 
jors were  violating  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust laws. 


C.  r.  Lynch  Heads  Rogers 
Drive  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles — Zone  chairman  for  the 
annual  Will  Rogers  Memorial  drive,  start- 
ing April  20,  will  be  C.  T.  Lynch,  Metro 
exchange  manager.  Lynch,  currently  on 
vacation,  was  appointed  by  A.  P.  Waxman, 
director  of  the  campaign,  headquartering 
in  New  York. 

Lynch  will  call  a meeting  of  all  ex- 
change managers  in  the  near  future  to 
divide  the  territory,  under  a procedure 
whereby  the  branch  managers  will  appoint 
salesmen  to  collect  pledges  from  the  the- 
atres in  each  district.  The  funds  will  be 
turned  over  to  Lynch  for  dispatch  to  Wax- 
man  when  the  one-week  drive  has  con- 
cluded. Proceeds  are  sent  to  the  Will 
Rogers  Memorial  Hospital  at  Saranac, 
N.  Y. 
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^ S.  BOWEN  is  doing  a complete  remod- 
eling job  on  Ws  Castle  Rock  Theatre 
in  Washington  . . . Jack  Maucher  is  build- 
ing  a new  house  at  Cascade  Locks  for 
Harry  Gamble,  operator  of  the  Columbia 
at  N.  Bonneville,  Wash.  . . . George  Hunt 
has  installed  new  sound  equipment  in  his 
Rose  at  Roseburg  . . . Clayborn  Wood  is 
doing  the  same  thing  at  the  Liberty  in 
CoqulUe. 

Bill  Graeper  is  taking  the  Rose  City  by 
storm  with  an  entire  new  front  on  his 
building.  It  has  a five-line  reader  mth 
Wagner  silhouette  letters  . . . George  Hunt 
of  Medford,  S.  G.  Mendenhahl  of  Grants 
Pass  and  Don  Radabaugh  of  Roseburg 
making  the  rounds  on  the  Row  . . . Al 
Adolph  of  Salem  doing  the  same  thing. 

Tom  Shearer  took  a flymg  trip  to  Se- 
attle over  the  weekend.  He  says  he  can 
do  the  200  miles  in  four  hows,  but  Jack 


O’Brien  reportedly  beats  that  time,  though 
. . . Portland’s  Universal  exchange  is  all 
hot  on  the  new  Bill  Heineman  drive  after 
coming  out  on  top  of  the  last  push.  Gor- 
don Craddock  claims  his  team’s  already 
over  its  quota  . . . Mrs.  E.  A.  Hartman 
was  in  town  from  Estacada. 

Universal  held  a special  screening  in 
16mm  of  Bill  Heineman’s  four-reel  hunt- 
ing trip  last  fall  in  Montana  . . . L.  E.  Ca- 
roon,  formerly  of  Cathlamet  and  house 
manager  for  Phil  Carlan  of  Portland’s  Tay- 
lor Street  Theatre,  is  the  new  manager  of 
the  Peoples  at  Oakridge. 

Visitors  during  the  week  included  Dick 
Fisk  of  Bandon,  A.  West  Johnson  of  the 
Heilig  in  Eugene,  Jimmie  O’Connel  of  the 
McDonald  and  Rex  in  the  same  city,  Al 
Foreman  of  The  Dalles,  Eddie  Callahan 
of  Seaside,  George  Hosteller  of  Westport. 
Art  HUe  of  Portland. 


SEATTLE 

JOHN  HAMRICK,  top  man  of  Hamrick- 
^ Evergreen  Theatres,  has  closed  his  Music 
Box  and  the  place  is  being  completely  re- 
decorated. The  new  Music  Box  will  be 
the  home  of  such  arty  product  as  its  re- 
opening picture,  “Pygmalion,”  from  the 
George  Bernard  Shaw  play.  The  house 
will  get  new  sound  and  a new  front  . . . 
Filmrow  will  lose  one  of  its  sweetest  girls 
this  week.  The  lass  we  speak  of  is  Jo 
Mondre,  office  manager  for  Al  Goldstein 
and  his  Monogram  pictures.  Jo,  in  pri- 
vate life  Mrs.  Bob  Furse,  is  going  to  de- 
vote her  time  to  housekeeping.  But  be- 
fore doing  so,  she  and  hubby  are  going  to 
take  a second  honeymoon  trip  to  the 
Fair  in  San  Francisco.  Edith  Jewell  will 
take  over  Jo’s  spot. 

Red  Ownby  has  opened  his  Pic  in  Ho- 
quiam  and  is  featuring  revivals  of  earlier 
hits  . . . Friends  of  Dale  Jackson  will  be 
glad  to  hear  he  is  doing  very  well  in  New 
York.  He  is  teamed  with  a radio  partner 
under  the  name  of  “Knight  and  Day,  those 
two  extremes’’  . . . Jimmie  Grainger, 
head  man  of  Republic  Pictures,  visiting 
here  and  all  steamed  up  over  the  forth- 
coming production,  “Man  of  Conquest.” 
While  here,  along  with  J.  T.  Sheffield,  they 
conferred  with  John  Dam  and  set  the 
Northwest  premiere  of  the  picture  in  the 
Palomar. 

Word  from  Murray  Peck  tells  of  his 
celebrating  a birthday  in  Yakima.  Murray 
got  a beautiful  diamond  stick  pin  from 
his  mother  in  Los  Angeles  . . . The  Beef- 
steak Dinner  by  members  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club  was  a big  success.  Walter 
Williams,  president  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce,  was  the  main  speaker  . . . Irene 
Follett,  chief  inspectress  at  Universal, 
struck  by  an  auto  a few  days  ago,  is  at 
home  while  mending.  She  is  suffering 
several  fractured  ribs  . . . Ralph  Braden, 
here  several  days  visiting  with  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Braden,  has  left  for  his 
home  in  San  Francisco. 

Bill  Hamrick,  getting  some  terrific 
standing  lines  at  his  Paramount  Theatre. 
And  the  house  holds  some  3,000  . . . George 
Jacoby,  driving  in  from  Salt  Lake  via 
Portland.  He  is  the  traveling  auditor  for 
Universal.  Mrs.  Jacoby  accompanied  her 
hubby  . . . William  Burke,  RKO  traveling 
auditor,  will  stop  in  Portland  before  go- 
ing south  . . . Jack  Flannery  of  National 
Screen  Service  is  back  after  hustling  busi- 
ness in  his  territory  . . . Jack  O’Laughlin, 
in  from  eastern  Washington  and  wonder- 
ing when  he  will  he  recalled  to  his  home  in 
San  Francisco  . . . Sandy  Balcom,  startling 
the  Row  by  making  his  first  appearance  in 
three  years.  He  brings  hack  memories  of 
the  days  when  theatre  organs  were  built 
and  repaired  by  him. 


Burch  “SUPER  SHOWMAN"  Facts 

Extra — Montana  Bill  Kienitz,  in  Hon- 
olulu with  twenty  Burchs. 

"Are  Those  Hawaiians  Tickled" 

POPCORN  SMITH,  BOX  284,  SEATTLE 
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QEORGE  TOPPER,  Fox  West  Coast  treas- 
ui-er,  and  W.  H.  (Bud)  Lollier,  real  es- 
tate department  head  for  the  circuit,  have 
retm-ned  from  a four-day  trip  to  Aidzona, 
looking  over  the  company’s  properties  there 
. . . A1  O’Keefe,  -western  district  manager 
for  Universal,  is  off  to  San  Fi'ancisco  on 
business. 

Also  in  for  arguments  over  hookings: 
Phil  Pecharich,  Ritz  Theatre,  Jerome,  Ari- 
zona . . . Judge  LeRoy  Pawley,  Desert 
Theatre,  Indio  . . . Charles  Alden,  Fox 
Alden,  Globe,  Arizona  . . . Glenn  Harper, 
Corona  Theatre,  Corona  . . . Sid  Feder, 
Stanley,  Long  Beach  . . . H.  J.  Seiler,  Ritz, 
Balboa,  and  Roxy,  Huntington  Beach  . . . 
Johnny  Menard  jr.,  of  the  Showshop,  Glen- 
dale . . . Vincent  Russo,  Casino,  San  Diego 
. . . Frank  Ullman,  Broadway , El  Centro 
. . . Bernard  Leavitt,  El  Miro,  Santa  Mon- 
ica, and  Granada,  La  Jolla. 

Jack  Goldman,  Pico  Tlieatre  operator, 
has  retui’ned  from  a sightseeing  trip  which 
took  him  to  San  Francisco’s  Golden  Gate 
Exposition  . . . Clayton  Lynch,  Metro 
branch  manager,  is  back  at  work  after  a 
two-week  vacation  in  the  desert.  ^ 

E.  W.  Calloway,  Warner’s  western  dis- 
trict manager,  and  H.  M.  Herhel,  San 
Francisco  branch  manager,  were  among 
the  passengers  injured  when  a Northern 
Pacific  train  hound  for  Salt  Lake  City 
left  the  rails  just  outside  of  Rawlins, 
Wyo.  Calloway  and  Herbel,  headed  for 
Los  Angeles,  were  hospitalized  for  minor 
injuries  and  sent  on  their  way. 


In  booking:  Claude  Davis,  Seville,  In- 
glewood; HaiTy  Vinicoff  and  Son-In-Law 
Sol  Mayler,  Vinicoff  circuit;  L.  C.  Myers, 
Colton,  Colton;  Alex  Mounce,  Victoria; 
Harry  Hollander,  Bard’s  Circuit;  Bob 
Sproul,  Anaheim,  Anaheim,  and  Brent- 
wood, Brentwood;  Jules  Wolf,  Lincoln; 
H.  C.  Mom’oe,  Ritz,  Long  Beach;  L.  A. 
Williams,  Meralta,  Downey;  Dave  Rector, 
Ebell,  Long  Beach;  O.  W.  “Ote”  Lewis, 
Mission,  San  Gabriel;  Ronald  Vincent, 
South  Coast  Theatres,  Laguna  Beach;  L. 
W.  Allen,  Southgate,  Southgate;  Monty 
Friend,  Montrose,  Montrose;  Frank  Rapa- 
port,  Arlington;  Seth  Perkins,  San-Val 
Drive-In,  Bm’bank;  Fred  Siegel,  Palomar, 
Oceanside. 

More  visitors:  Justin  La  Fount,  Forum, 
Barstow;  Mrs.  Jennie  Dodge,  Mission, 
Ventura;  Charlie  Olds,  Arroyo,  Arroyo 
Grande;  Bernard  Leavitt,  El  Miro,  Santa 
Monica,  and  Granada,  La  Jolla;  Kurt 
Laemmle,  Glassell  and  Franklin;  Jack 
Berman,  Eastland  Circuit;  Ben  Peskay 
and  Sam  Katzman,  Palms,  Palms;  Hollis 
Woods,  manager  of  two  Fox-Principal 
Theatres,  Brawley;  Ted  Cunningham, 
hooker  for  the  Empire;  Kelly  Seligman, 
Dorkel;  Frank  Fouce,  operator  of  three 
Spanish-language  houses,  the  California, 
Roosevelt  and  Electric;  Isaac  Victor,  Vic- 
tor, Long  Beach;  Charles  Walker,  Walker 
and  State,  Santa  Ana;  Billy  Sobleman, 
Victory;  Ivan  Rowley,  Woods  Pismo  Beach; 
Bill  Peck.  La  Moda,  Atascadero;  W.  G.  Lou- 
dermilk,  Roxy,  Buckeye,  Ariz.;  Ben  Bern- 
stein, Wiltern;  Dave  Rector,  Ebell.  Looig 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

^===  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  = 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiogroph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

'THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

"THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoif 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


Beach;  Frank  Valuskis,  Valuskis,  Buena 
Park. 

Jimmy  Rackin  is  now  an  assistant  in 
the  office  of  his  brother  Harry,  manager 
of  Exhibitors  Service.  Harry,  by  the  way, 
celebrated  his  birthday  on  the  same  day 
as  George  Washington’s  . . . Sam  Nathan- 
son,  Tri-National’s  western  district  mana- 
ger, is  in  Portland  on  one  leg  of  his  jaimt 
around  the  western  territory  . . . Irving 
Carhn  came  in  from  a fom--day  holiday 
in  Palm  Springs. 

A.  F.  Anderson,  Hollywood  representa- 
tive for  the  Bell  and  Howell  camera  sup- 
ply company,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  . . . 
Universal  exchange  received  reports  that 
“You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man’’  is  do- 
ing the  best  business  of  any  Universal 
picture  ever  booked,  in  its  opening  days 
at  the  Spreckels  Theatre,  San  Diego,  and 
the  Rialto  in  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Lon  Fidler,  franchise  holder  for  Mono- 
gram in  Denver,  is  in  for  a short  vacation 
. . . Irving  Jacobs,  former  exchange  man- 
ager for  Grand  National  in  that  city,  is 
also  a visitor  . . . William  Heinemar  has 
headed  for  San  Francisco  to  meet  William 
Scully,  Universal’s  general  sales  manager, 
when  he  docks  after  a vacation  in  Hono- 
lulu. 

Charles  H.  Barron,  operator  of  a the- 
atre circuit  with  headquarters  in  Pratt, 
Kas.,  visited  the  Warner  Studio  during 
the  course  of  a western  holiday. 


Vogel,  Ryan,  Graham 
Win  in  FWC  Drive 

Los  Angeles — Winners  of  the  fifth  week’s 
prize  money  in  Fox  West  Coast’s  showman- 
ship drive  include:  R.  J.  Vogel,  Riverside 
Theatre,  Riverside,  first  award  of  $50; 
J.  P.  Ryan,  Hanlon  Theatre,  Vallejo,  sec- 
ond prize  of  $30;  and  J.  D.  Graham,  Cali- 
fornia Theatre,  Sahnas,  show  money,  $20. 


Milstein  and  Melinkoii 
Open  Gardena  House 

Gardena,  Cal. — The  new  Gardena  The- 
atre, a 600-seater,  was  to  open  March  2 
on  a 25-cent  admission  scale.  House  was 
constructed  and  is  owned  by  Harry  Mil- 
stein and  Albei't  Melinkoff,  operators  of 
the  Torrance  Theatre  in  Torrance. 


Jules  Laurent  to  Strand, 
Pasadena,  as  Manager 

Pasadena,  Cal. — Replacing  Gene  Kohler 
as  manager  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  Fox 
West  Coast  house,  is  Jules  Laurent.  Koh- 
ler has  been  granted  indefinite  leave  of 
absence  because  of  hlness. 


Victoria  in  Los  Angeles 
To  Byron  Cunningham 

Los  Angeles  — Bryon  Cunningham  has 
purchased  the  Victoria  Theatre  from  Alex 
Mounce  and  George  Bromley,  taking  over 
the  property  immediately.  Cunningham 
formerly  o-wned  and  operated  the  Sun. 
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PARAMOUNT  ENTERPRISES  AND  WOMETCO  FILE 
MOTIONS  FOR  DISMISSAL  OF  'MONOPOLY'  SUIT 


Griffith-Dickinson  Lid  Sealed 

Kansas  City — The  measure  of  progress  in  negotiations  by  Griffith 
interests  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Glen  Dickinson  circuit  of  theatres  in 
Missouri  and  Kansas  could  not  be  determined  here  at  press  time. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  H.  J.  Griffith,  R.  E.  Griffith,  Rip  Payne 
and  Lyim  Stocker  have  been  conferring  with  Dickinson  officials  and  per- 
haps with  other  midwestern  interests  on  possible  deals. 

Reports  that  H.  J.  Griffith  will  withdraw  from  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  weld  a circuit  of  his  own  in  this  area  could  not  be  con- 
firmed. R.  E.  Griffith  withdrew,  and  is  doing  his  own  buying  for  his  own 
chain  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

While  admitting  that  negotiations  had  been  in  progress,  Dickinson, 
who  headquarters  here,  declined  to  discuss  details. 

A Buying  Pool  for  Product 
And  Equipment  Planned 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Oklahoma  City — A buying  pool  to  pur- 
chase not  only  film  product  but  also  the- 
atre equipment  is  being  formed  by  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  from  over  the  state, 
Boxoffice  has  learned.  Reports  of  the 
plans  now  underfoot  to  form  such  an  or- 
ganization have  been  confirmed  by  men 
active  in  the  efforts  but  who  refused  to 
talk  for  quotation  or  reference.  None  hesi- 
tated, however,  to  announce  his  willing- 
ness to  speak  freely  and  openly  within 
the  next  few  weeks  after  preliminary  plans 
have  been  completed. 

Organizers  of  the  proposed  pool,  it  is 

Williams  Opens  Queen 
Theatre  in  DeQueen 

Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams  has 
opened  his  newest  theatre  at  DeQueen, 
Ark.,  with  guests  from  Oklahoma  and 
Arkansas  in  attendance.  The  new  house 
is  known  as  the  Queen  and  will  operate  as 
a de  luxe  first-run  house. 

Remodeling  is  imderway  on  Williams’ 
recently  purchased  theatre  at  Dierks,  Ark., 
which  will  have  a knotty-pine  front  and 
be  known  as  the  Pine  in  keeping  with  the 
lumber  industry  upon  which  the  city 
exists. 


Favor  Amusement  Tax 

Houston — Radio  speakers  a few  days 
ago,  said  to  have  been  sponsored  by  state 
units  of  the  CIO  and  AFL,  were  quoted  as 
favoring  a tax  on  natural  resources,  util- 
ities, incomes  and  amusements  as  a sub- 
stitute for  Gov.  Lee  O’Daniel’s  transaction 
tax.  Motion  pictures,  however,  were  not 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  report. 


understood,  are  chiefly  exhibitors  in  loca- 
tions whose  operations  have  been  affect- 
ed by  the  circuit  organizations  and  large 
companies  now  operating  in  the  state, 

i.  e.,  Griffith  and  its  affiliated  companies, 
Robb  & Rowley,  Southwestern  Theatres 
and  others.  These  include  individuals  not 
only  in  competing  locations  but  also  those 
in  small  towns  close  to  such  locations 
where  circuit  operations  affect  their  own 
houses. 

It  has  been  known  that  some  effort  was 
being  made  in  the  past  to  weld  together 
a group  of  the  larger  independent  opera- 
tors for  picture  buying  purposes.  How- 
ever the  interest  said  to  have  been  shown 
on  the  part  of  all  independent  operators 
as  plans  were  discussed  have  prompted  the 
leaders  in  the  movement  to  extend  the 
scope. 

A mass  meeting  of  the  backers  has  been 
scheduled  for  Oklahoma  City  within  the 
near  future,  it  is  understood.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  group  will  discuss  and  perfect  its 
organization.  They  have  also  been  prom- 
ised by  Washington  officials  that  if  their 
meeting  is  large  enough,  sources  inform 
Boxoffice,  a department  of  justice  official 
will  be  sent  down  to  address  the  group 
as  well  as  hear  any  testimony  on  anti- 
trust law  violations  they  may  have  to 
offer. 

During  the  meeting  the  group  now  lay- 
ing plans  for  an  Allied  unit  in  the  state 
also  will  set  up  camp  and  endeavor  to 
find  common  ground  with  this  meeting  to 
complete  plans  for  the  proposed  Allied 
organization  for  Oklahoma. 

The  incentive  for  the  buying  pool  has 
not  only  been  in  the  alleged  inability  of 
independents  to  secure  product  in  spots 
competitive  to  circuit  houses,  but  also  in 
what  many  claim  to  be  unfair  advantages 


Seven  Points  Are  Listed 
In  Briefs  Entered  by 
Two  Florida  Units 

Miami  — While  the  motions  for  dis- 
missal of  the  pending  anti-monopoly  suit 
here  filed  by  eight  major  distributor  de- 
fendants were  confined,  for  the  most  part, 
to  simple  statements  of  claim  that  they 
did  not  carry  on  business  operations  in 
Florida,  motions  filed  by  the  two  local 
chains  involved  these  points  on  which  dis- 
missal was  moved: 

1.  The  complaint  fails  to  state  a 
claim  against  defendants  upon  which 
relief  can  be  granted. 

2.  The  court  lacks  jurisdiction,  be- 
cause the  complaint  fails  to  set  forth 
sufficient  facts  to  show  the  jm’isdic- 
tion  of  the  court;  and  it  does  not  ap- 
pear from  the  complaint  that  defend- 
ants are  engaged  in  interstate  com- 
merce; and  the  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint with  reference  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  are  mere  conclusions 
of  the  pleader. 

3.  It  affirmatively  appears  from  the 
complaint  that  the  plaintiffs  seek  to 
take  advantage  of  a situation  which 
they  claim,  at  the  same  time,  consti- 
tutes a conspiracy  to  violate  the  anti- 
trust laws  of  the  United  States. 

4.  It  affirmatively  appears  from  the 
complaint  that,  if  there  has  been  a 
conspiracy,  it  has  not  been  directed 
toward  the  plaintiffs’  businesses. 

5.  It  affirmatively  appears  from  the 
complaint  that  the  plaintiffs  seek  to 
assume  the  role  of  a deus  ex  ma- 
chine for  other  parties,  without  alleg- 
ing any  cause  of  action  in  their  own 
favor. 

6.  The  complaint,  at  best,  alleges 
nothing  more  than  aggressive  and  ef- 
ficient management  in  purely  local 
matters. 

7.  It  affirmatively  appears  that  the 
situation  described  in  the  plaintiffs’ 
complaint  is  for  the  benefit,  not  the 
detriment,  of  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness. 

These  answers  accompanied  the  mo- 
tions for  dismissal  filed  by  Paramount 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  Wometco  Theatres 
and  associated  companies. 

Hearing  in  local  federal  court  was 
scheduled  Wednesday,  March  1. 


circuits  have  over  them  in  purchasing  new 
equipment. 

At  present  all  activity  is  being  done 
more  or  less  along  the  grapevine  route, 
with  definite  plans  expected  to  be  set 
before  spring,  at  which  time  leaders  will 
seek  to  hold  the  organization  mass  meet- 
ing in  Oklahoma  City. 
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Nashville  Theatres 
Open  on  Sunday 

Nashville  — Tlie  doors  of  ten  theatres 
were  opened  for  business  in  Nashville  Sim- 
day  for  the  first  time  in  history.  Shows 
were  legalized  in  Nashville  in  a very  dra- 
matic manner.  Several  months  ago  an 
ordinance  to  legalize  Sunday  shows  was 
introduced  in  the  city  council  and  sub- 
sequently passed  a second  reading.  How- 
ever, the  proponents  knew  that  the  then 
required  “four-fifths  majority”  could  not 
be  obtained.  Just  three  hours  after  Gov- 
ernor Prentice  Cooper,  on  February  21, 
signed  the  state  law  making  it  necessary  to 
secm’e  simply  “a  majority,”  the  ordinance 
was  up  for  a third  reading  and  passed 
the  Nashville  city  council  in  regular  ses- 
sion. Knoxville  is  now  the  only  city  of 
100,000  population  or  over  in  the  United 
States  without  Sunday  shows. 


In  the  fu'st  45  minutes  after  the  Para- 
mount Tiieatre  in  Nashville  opened  its 
doors  at  3 p.  m.  for  its  first  Sunday  show, 
February  26,  more  than  1,500  people  had 
pressed  in  to  see  “Jesse  James.”  Nine  other 
local  theatres  did  record  business  from 
3 p.  m.  until  11  p.  m.  for  this  first  Sunday. 


Columbia  probably  will  be  the  next  Ten- 
nessee city  to  legalize  Sunday  shows  un- 
der the  new  state  law.  The  matter  is  ex- 
pected to  be  brought  before  the  city 
council  the  night  of  March  3.  A majority 
of  the  council  favored  it  at  the  last  try 
although  the  then  required  “four-fifths” 
majority  was  not  obtained.  Business  men 
and  merchants  of  small  towns  in  Tennessee 
want  Sunday  shows  because  it  offers  such 
a good  opportunity  for  their  patrons  in  ad- 
joining rural  sections  to  come  to  town  and 
see  the  movies.  Tliis  is  good  boxoffice,  too. 


Meets  a "Voice" — 

Ray  Blank,  son  of  A.  H.  Blank,  rnid- 
western  circuit  operator,  with  Margie 
Hines,  the  “voice”  of  Betty  Boop,  in 
front  of  the  Fleischer  studios  in  Miami. 
The  subjects  are  Paramount  releases. 


A Boxoffice  Quiz — 

If  the  industry  can  have  its  Movie 
Quiz  contest,  there’s  no  reason  why 
Boxoffice  can’t.  Helpful  hints  include 
these:  <1) — He  is  well-known  and 
popular  throughout  the  south.  (2)  — 
He  operates  theatres.  (3) — He  is  shown 
here  in  the  unusual  feat  of  falling 
asleep  while  on  his  feet,  using  the 
two-man  background  as  props.  Award: 
The  satisfaction,  if  any,  of  figuring  it 
out. 

Col.  Cole  East  on 
Behalf  of  Allied 


Dallas — National  Allied  president.  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  is  on  his  announced  trip  to 
the  east  where  he  will  remain  at  least  until 
March  15,  returning  to  Dallas  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month.  Wednesday  he 
was  in  Washington,  headquartering  in  the 
office  of  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  counsel. 

Before  the  end  of  the  week  he  expected 
to  meet  with  directors  of  state  units  in 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  Fi'om  there 
he  said  he  would  go  to  New  York  and 
that  his  headquarters  would  be  the  Lin- 
coln Hotel. 

He  will  meet  with  Allied’s  New  England 
board  of  directors  on  March  14  in  Boston 
and  the  following  day  will  address  the 
Federated  Women’s  Clubs  there. 


Building  Permit  Revoked 
By  Mobile  Commission 

Mobile,  Ala. — Mayor  Charles  A.  Baum- 
hauer  announces  the  City  Commission  will 
withdraw  a building  permit  issued  recent- 
ly for  a $25,000  theatre  in  the  Govern- 
ment St.  loop  vicinity. 

Property  owners  insisted  the  street  west 
of  Broad  should  be  maintained  by  the  city 
for  residences  and  asserted  erection  of  a 
theatre  in  that  neighborhood  would 
create  a serious  traffic  hazard. 

The  permit  was  issued  to  the  South 
Alabama  Construction  Co. 


Three  Malco  Houses 
Will  Be  Revamped 

Memphis — Plans  for  remodeling  three 
Memphis  theatres  at  a total  cost  of  $100,- 
000  have  been  completed  and  work  will 
start  within  the  next  two  weeks,  accord- 
ing to  M.  A.  Lightman,  president  of  Malco 
Theatres.  The  theatres  are  the  Linden 
Circle,  Capitol  and  Memphian.  The  great- 
est amount  of  work  will  be  done  at  the 
Memphian  where  a balcony  will  be  in- 
stalled, and  seating  capacity  of  the  present 
first  floor  will  be  enlarged  with  the  entire 
front  of  the  building  rebuilt.  At  the 
Capitol,  the  entire  rear  end  wUl  be  torn 
out  and  an  addition  built  to  give  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  1,200.  Modern  seating 
will  be  installed  and  the  building  re- 
decorated. 

At  the  Linden  Circle,  the  present  brick 
interior  walls  will  be  covered  with  acous- 
tical plaster.  The  lobby  wiU  be  rebuilt 
for  increased  space  and  a large  marquee 
will  replace  the  present  one.  The  first 
work  will  be  done  at  the  Linden  Circle, 
and  it  will  require  from  six  to  eight 
months  to  complete  the  three  theatres. 


Kuykendall's  Daughter 
A Bride  on  March  7 

Columbus,  Miss. — Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent of  MPTOA,  and  his  wife  announce 
the  marriage  of  their  daughter,  Geraldine, 
to  Edwin  M.  Keeton  of  Meridian,  Miss., 
on  March  7.  The  wedding  will  be  solemn- 
ized at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Columbus,  Miss. 

They  will  make  their  home  in  Columbus 
where  Keeton  is  connected  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi safety  highway  department. 


Route  Sheet  StuH — 

Tex  Ritter,  Monogram’s  singing  cow- 
boy, checks  on  his  next  stop  after  his 
personal  appearance  at  the  State  The- 
atre in  Charlotte,  in  a swing  through 
the  south  and  southwest. 
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Son! — Corgan  & Moore  Drew  These  Theatre  Plans! 

—don't  use  your  saw  and  hammer  until  you  understand  them. 


The  experienced  contractor  and  builder  cautions 
the  young  craftsman  to  go  by  the  plans.  He  knows 
the  only  way  an  Exhibitor  can  get  what  he  really 
wants  in  a theatre  IS  to  go  by  the  plans. 

He  knows  also  from  experience  that  "the  saw 
and  hammer  man"  is  not  qualified  to  do  a first- 
class  theatre  job. 

The  Modern  Theatre,  he  says,  complete  and  ef- 
ficient in  all  its  departments,  must  originate  on  the 


architect's  drafting  board — and  that's  reasonable. 

The  Theatre  Architect  and  Theatre  Owner  con- 
sult on  basic  ideas.  The  Theatre  Architect  details 
those  ideas.  The  Saw  and  Hammer  Man  carries 
them  out. 

Every  architecturally  built  or  remodeled  theatre 
we  have  done  is  paying  the  required  dividends. 
We  know  that  because  we  have  followed  them 
thru  after  completion. 


Don’t  Risk  Your  Modern  Theatre  with  the  Saw  and  Hammer  Man! 

Let  Experienced  Theatre  Architects  Handle  the  Job. 

In  the  Southwest  these  Architects  are — 
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g R.  McLendon  of  Atlanta,  who  last 
week  added  a seventh  town  to  his  cir- 
cuit, was  here  to  complete  improvement 
plans  for  his  two  theatres  in  Winnsboro 
. . . Victor  Cornelius,  the  Nap-ad  man,  was 
on  the  Row  selling  his  service.  With  his 
factory  at  his  home  in  Eastland,  Tex,, 
Cornelius  is  doing  business  in  35  states. 
His  merchandise  calls  attention  to  cur- 
rent attractions  in  theatres  and  the 
miniature  cards  are  placed  in  restaurants, 
drug  stores,  or  anywhere  there  are  paper 
napkin  holders. 

Carl  Allday  of  Calvert,  where  the  big 
fox  hunts  in  the  state  are  held,  was  in 
town  on  07ie  of  his  infrequent  visits.  He 
operates  the  modern  Elva  Theatre  in  Cal- 
vert. 

Tate  Sanders  of  Lubbock,  with  his  as- 
sistant, Glenn  Fannin,  was  on  the  Row. 
They  say  their  newest  in  Pecos  will  be 
ready  on  or  before  April  15. 

C.  J.  Musselman,  Interstate’s  city  man- 
ager and  partner  in  Paris,  renewed  old 
acquaintances  on  the  Row  a few  days  ago. 
His  friends  in  that  sector  are  legion,  dat- 
ing back  to  the  old  independent  days 
when  he  was  very  active. 

Other  visitors  were  George  Chatmas  of 
Hearne  and  his  collegiate  son,  Jimmie 
George.  The  latter  name  originates  in 
Marlin  where  J.  C.  (Jimmie)  Chatmas  is 
in  charge  of  show  business.  In  Hearne, 
its  George  Chatmas,  if  you  want  to  talk 
about  theatres.  So  the  combination 
brought  “Jimmie  George.” 

E.  N.  Collins  of  the  Lindell  at  Humble, 
who  has  been  coming  in  at  least  twice  each 
year,  was  on  the  Row  when  winter  fell, 
booking. 

Following  the  wreck  of  the  crack  “Pony 
Express”  train  in  Wyoming  last  week, 
the  name  of  W.  E.  Calloway,  with  War- 
ner Bros.,  was  listed  as  among  the  in- 
jured. Friends  in  Dallas  were  certain 
the  victim  was  none  other  than  the  former 
Dallasite,  W.  E.  Calloway,  now  a district 
manager  for  Warner,  with  headquarters 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Lester  Dollison,  whose  latest  theatre  ac- 
tivities have  been  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  who 
said  he  would  be  operating  somewhere  in 
Texas  soon,  was  in  and  out  of  Dallas,  Tues- 
day. 

Walter  Stoeppleman,  the  “Treasure 
(Continued  on  page  30-B) 


Upped  in  Dallas — 

Lowell  Russell,  who  is  the  new  office 
majiager  of  the  Republic  exchange  in 
Dallas.  He  has  many  friends  in  Dallas 
and  other  parts  of  Texas  who  will  be 
glad  to  hear  of  his  promotion. 

Okla,  Theatre  Supply  to 
Use  Promotional  Films 

Oklahoma  City — Color  pictures  in 
16mm  are  to  be  used  by  Oklahoma  The- 
atre Supply  Co.  salesmen  in  promotional 
activities  with  J.  Eldon  Peak,  OTSC  presi- 
dent, arranging  plans  for  producing  the 
films  showing  the  company  offices,  shops, 
headquarters  and  lines  as  well  as  out- 
standing installations.  A portable  16mm 
outfit  wiU  be  carried  by  salesmen  to  use 
in  making  their  calls. 


Extend  Coverage  Into 
Missouri  and  Kansas 

Oklahoma  City — The  Oklahoma  The- 
atre Supply  Co.  has  added  the  state  of 
Kansas  and  the  western  half  of  Missouri 
to  its  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  territory 
for  distribution  of  Heywood-Wakefield 
seats,  according  to  J.  Eldon  Peak,  com- 
pany head.  The  same  territory  has  also 
been  added  for  U.  S.  Air  Conditioning 
equipment. 


Davis  to  Build  at  Bethany 

Yukon,  Okla. — Cecil  Davis,  who  oper- 
ates a theatre  here,  is  to  begin  construc- 
tion immediately  of  a 400-seat  house  at 
Bethany. 


Azteca  Films  Distributing  Co.  of  Texas 

Latin- American  Film  Exchange 

J.  J.  JIMENEZ,  Manager 

BIO  SOLED  AD  STREET  SAN  ANTONIO.  TEX. 

ALWAYS  THE  BEST  IN  QUALITY  AND  QUANTITY  IN  MEXICAN 
PICTURES  — SERVICING  THE  BEST  THEATRES  IN 
THE  TERRITORY 

Just  Ask  Any  Exhibitor  About  This  Exchange! 


Promotion  Goes  to 
Lowell  Russell 

Dallas — Since  1932,  when  W.  G.  (Bill) 
Underwood  and  C.  C.  (Claude)  Ezell  or- 
ganized Independent  Film  Distributors  Co. 
here  to  handle  the  old  Monogram  product, 
that  company  has  grown  steadily  under  the 
guidance  of  these  two  veteran  film  men. 

In  1935,  when  Republic  came  into  being. 
Independent  took  over  that  company’s 
releases  in  this  area.  Each  year  has  found 
Underwood  and  Ezell  augmenting  their 
personnel  to  meet  the  demands  of  addi- 
tional business. 

Last  week,  Underwood,  who  is  general 
manager,  announced  another  promotion. 
Lowell  Russell,  who  joined  Independent 
in  1932  as  a bookkeeper,  is  now  office 
manager,  relieving  Lloyd  Rust,  who  will 
devote  all  his  time  to  his  job  as  sales 
manager. 


Over  30  in  Dallas  Area 
Win  in  Movie  Quiz 

Dallas — Among  major  prize  winners  in 
the  Movie  Quiz  in  this  area  was  Richard 
C.  Knowles,  who  won  $500.  Mrs.  J.  A. 
John  of  Dallas  won  $100  and  30  other 
Dallasites  won  $10  each,  as  follows: 

J.  M.  Mills,  621  Republic  Bank  Building;  Julia 
Bennett,  4118  San  Carlos;  W.  P.  McWilliams,  4409 
Main;  Anita  Allsopp,  716  North  Madison;  Mrs. 
Albert  Bines,  6711  Lakewood;  Miss  Blanche  Huck- 
ahy,  3630  University;  Mrs.  W.  H.  Matthews,  1706% 
Live  Oak;  Mrs.  R.  B.  McDonald,  3635  Maplewood; 
Mrs.  Parian  M.  Morgan,  Melrose  Hotel;  Kitty 
Hohstetter,  4107  Lemmon;  Alline  Monroe,  2336 
North  Henderson;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carroll.  5036 
Homer;  Elizabeth  Gidley,  3637  Maplewood;  Mrs. 
Louise  Kizer,  3721  Maplewood;  Mrs.  W.  T.  Misen- 
himer,  4100  Purdue;  James  Hutchens,  336% 
West  Ninth;  Miss  Halpin  Abbott,  311  Oak  Cliff 
Blyd.;  John  G.  Outland,  4505  Bordeaux;  C.  D. 
Williams,  5515  Lindell:  Mrs.  Joseph  Yarborough, 
3926  Potomac  Ave. ; Louis  P.  Dolch,  4521  Mock- 
ingbird Lane;  Mrs.  Lewis  B.  Powell,  4514  Colum- 
bia; Mary  Cateura,  Route  8,  Box  366-D:  Mrs. 
lima  Moore,  414  Interurban  Bldg.;  Dr.  L.  E. 
Arnold,  511  Tower  Petroleum  Bldg.;  Pauline 
Stevens,  Route  6,  Box  598-A;  Mrs.  Lou  H.  Hin- 
ton, 904  North  Madison:  Jewel  Alene  Robbins,  802 
Adair  St.;  Anabel  Russell,  Federal  Reserve  Bank; 
R.  C.  Smith,  R.F.D.,  No.  8.  Box  234. 


He  Was  the  Happiest  Man 
In  the  South  of  Texas 

Houston — Dan  C.  Haley,  a carpenter  in 
Cioose  Creek,  a little  bay  town  20  miles 
from  Houston,  was  the  happiest  man  in 
south  Texas  when  informed  he  had  won 
a $5,000  award  in  the  Movie  Quiz  contest. 
His  card  was  held  by  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre. 

One  Houston  man,  John  B.  Carey,  won 
$100,  and  34  other  Houstonians  won  $10 
each. 

The  awards  were  announced  from  the 
Loew’s  State  Theatre  stage  by  PhU 
Hamburger,  city  commissioner. 


Crown  Retrenches 

Oklahoma  City — ^Pete  Crown  is  closing 
his  Bartlesville  theatre,  the  Crown,  im- 
mediately and  changing  his  two  houses 
in  Pampa  and  Borger,  Tex.,  to  subsequent 
run  houses  in  place  of  their  present  first- 
run  status. 
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Texas  Theatre  News 


Diaper  Derby  Under  Way 
At  the  Bison  in  Dallas 

Dallas — A Diaper  Derby  is  the  latest 
business  building  stunt  for  Dallas  thea- 
tres. It  was  announced  by  Tommy  How- 
ell jr.,  manager  of  Interstate’s  Bison  The- 
atre. The  derby  would  determine  the 
champion  diaper  changer  for  Dallas.  Con- 
testants were  to  perform  on  the  stage  in 
front  of  the  audience.  The  judges  were  to 
include  PTA  members.  Applicants  for  the 
contest  disclosed  names  of  city  councilmen 
and  a number  of  prominent  business  men. 
The  champion  was  to  be  escorted  from  the 
stage  out  to  the  theatre  front  by  the 
American  Legion  drum  and  bugle  corps. 

Robert  Benchley  in  “How  to  Raise  a 
Baby”  was  the  short  booked  to  go  with  the 
diaper  idea. 

Sack  to  Release  Three 
New  All-Negro  Films 

Dallas — Oscar  Micheaux’s  three  new 
all-Negro  features,  now  in  production  at 
the  Eastern  Service  Studios,  will  be  dis- 
tributed in  the  south  and  west  by  Sack 
Amusement  Enterprises  of  Dallas. 

The  titles  are  “Lying  Lips,”  “Another 
Woman’s  Husband”  and  “The  Notorious 
Elinor  Lee.” 


Hold  Youth  in  Robbery 
Heavener,  Okla. — ^A  local  youth  is  being 
held  by  police,  charged  with  having  robbed 
the  boxoffice  and  refreshment  stand  at 
the  Liberty  Theatre  here  of  $11. 


Bill  Gorman  Opens  in  Dickens 
Dickens — Bill  Gorman  has  opened  his 
new  Dickens  Theatre  on  the  south  side 
of  the  court  house  square. 


Alamo  Theatre  Destroyed 
Alamo — The  theatre  in  the  Mexican 
section  of  town  has  been  destroyed  by  fire. 


Building  in  Edcouch 
Edcouch — A new  theatre  building,  36x90, 
to  cost  about  $2,500,  is  under  construction 
a half  block  east  of  the  postoffice.  Mike 
Bendiz,  who  formerly  owned  the  Texas 
theatre  in  the  west  part  of  town  on  the 
highway,  is  owner  of  the  new  house. 
Equipment  used  in  the  Texas  will  be  moved 
into  the  new  theatre. 


Reduces  for  Anniversary 

Big  Spring — As  a special  gesture  to  pa- 
trons during  its  14th  anniversary  celebra- 
tion, the  Queen  has  reduced  prices  from 
25  to  15  cents,  with  the  lower  scale  to  re- 
main for  an  indefinite  period.  The  cut  is 
offered  simply  as  a birthday  gift  to  the 
public  which  has  supported  this  R&R 
house  for  the  past  14  seasons,  the  manage- 
ment explained. 


Pearson  Reopens  in  Lorenzo 

Lorenzo — James  Pearson  has  reopened 
the  Queen  after  a shutdown  for  repairs. 


Ready  New  Jasper  House 

Jasper — The  new  theatre  for  A.  B.  (Doc) 
Rhodes  and  Jefferson  Amusement  Co., 
present  operators  of  the  Lone  Star,  will 
be  ready  to  open  in  the  spring,  according 
to  latest  announcement.  The  new  theatre 
will  be  Jasper’s  first-run  and  will  seat 
150  more  than  the  Lone  Star. 


Bisby  May  Shift  to  Richardson 

Garland — H.  R.  Bisby,  owner  of  the  Gar- 
land 'Theatre  and  of  the  Mecca  at  Wylie, 
said  he  might  not  reopen  in  the  latter 
town  after  the  Mecca  was  damaged  by  fire. 
Reliable  reports  are  that  Bisby  will  open 
a show  in  Richardson,  about  12  miles 
north  of  Dallas.  In  this  case  Richardson 
will  have  its  first  sound  theatre. 


New  Sound  at  Forney 

Forney — R.  P.  Condron,  who  recently 
purchased  the  Star  Theatre,  has  made 
several  improvements  in  the  house,  in- 
cluding installation  of  new  sound  equip- 
ment. 


Improvements  by  Circuit 

Dallas — New  upholstered  seats,  arranged 
to  give  every  patron  a better  view  of  the 
screen,  and  a new  cry  room,  have  been 
installed  in  Robb  & Rowley-United’s  Mid- 
way Theatre  on  Jefferson  Ave. 


THE  Sound  Equipment 
You  Should  Have  Is  THE 
NEW  MASTER  MODEL 


with  either  single  or  double  channel  amplification 


OPERADIO  AMPLIFICATION  for  any  type 
sound  heads 

— -Also  Used — 

RCA  sound  Head. 

Wide  Range  Sound  Heads  _ — -i 

Universal  Sound  Heads  . '"V 

Mellaphone  Sound  Heads 

At  very  low  prices.  I 


These  are  equipments  trad- 
ed in  on  our  New  Master 
Model  Sound  Systems. 


New  Model  Dual  Amplifier 


New  Master  Model  Sound  Head 


Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always 


210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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^OL.  E.  W.  SCHILLER,  vice-president 
of  Loew’s,  Inc.,  was  a Houston  visitor 
recently  when  he  stopped  off  between 
trains  en  route  to  Mexico  City. 

Bill  Bell,  publicity  director  for  the  Ma- 
jestic Theatre,  and  Bob  Kelley,  who 
handles  the  publicity  for  the  Metropolitan, 
also  an  Interstate  theatre,  are  building 
new  homes  side  by  side  in  one  of  Hous- 
ton’s better  and  newer  subdivisions. 

Paul  Hochuli,  amusement  editor  for  the 
Houston  Press,  is  spending  his  vacation  in 
Hollywood.  Paul  wi’ites  a chatty  column 
to  the  homefolks  which  he  calls  “Little 
from  the  lots.”  Chief  item  being  his  im- 
pression of  the  Academy  awards  presen- 
tations and  speeches  where  Shirley  Temple 
parked  her  gum  when  mother  disap- 
proved and  a waiter  took  it  for  a 
souvenir. 

Alvin  Vale,  for  some  time  assistant  chief 
usher  at  the  Kirby,  has  left  Interstate, 
Inc.,  to  become  auditor  for  the  Ritz,  07ie 
of  the  Horwitz  Homefolks  chain. 

The  local  doctors  are  excited  over  the 
reel  made  of  the  birth  of  triplets  by  the 
Jefferson  Davis  city  and  county  hospital 
staff — the  second  such  birth  and  film 
recording  within  a month.  Two  of  the 
white  triplets  born  early  in  February  have 
died  since.  The  three  Negro  babies  were 
born  this  week  and  are  doing  well. 


To  Ad  Splurge — 

Lloyd  Rust,  Republic  southwestern 
sales  manager;  Frank  O.  Starz,  Inter- 
state Circuit  publicity  director,  and 
James  O.  Cherry,  Interstate  city  man- 
ager, bid  Hal  Norfleet  (on  plane  plat- 
form) happy  landing  as  he  leaves  the 
Dallas  airport  bound  for  Hollywood  to 
confer  with  Republic’s  Bill  Saal  on 
the  exploitation  campaign  for  “Man 
of  Conquest.”  The  Republic  film, 
dealing  with  the  life  of  Gen.  Sam 
Houston  will  have  its  world  premiere 
at  the  Majestic  in  Houston  on  April  6. 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 

SCENIC 
COMPANY 

2OIIV2  Jackson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


Houston  World  Premiere 
For  "Man  of  Conquest" 

Houston,  Tex. — The  world  premiere  of 
“Man  of  Conquest,”  the  story  of  Texas’ 
own  Sam  Houston  in  which  Richard  Dix 
will  play  the  hero,  will  be  held  at  the 
Majestic  Theatre  in  March.  Bill  Bell  and 
his  staff  are  working  overtime  telling  the 
world  about  it. 

Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  his  leading  woman; 
Edward  Ellis  who  plays  Andrew  Jackson, 
Houston’s  good  friend;  Director  George 
Nicholls  jr.  and  others  of  the  cast  will 
make  personal  appearances  at  the  pre- 
miere. 

Dix  appeared  in  Houston  several  years 
ago  when  he  made  “Woman  Handled”  on 
Bassett  Blakeley’s  famous  ranch  near 
Houston.  He  recently  was  quoted  as  say- 
ing “They  coined  the  word  ‘hospitality’  in 
Houston;  I never  had  a better  time  before 
or  since.” 


Roadshow  Calls  Noble 

Oklahoma  City — Joe  Noble,  formerly 
head  of  the  Crescent  Film  Co.  here,  has 
established  headquarters  in  Oklahoma 
City  to  open  a new  roadshow  business, 
plans  for  which  he  now  is  developing. 
Noble  formerly  operated  the  Roxy  in  Tulsa 
and  Rex  at  Wewoka. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HABWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas.  Texas 


^ A WT  O M IE 

piLM  posters  advertising  two  roadshow 
sex  pictures,  at  the  Prince  Theatre  last 
week  were  removed  after  orders  by  Police 
Chief  Owen  Kilday.  Tlie  films  which 
caused  the  action  were  titled  “Sin  Street” 
and  “Body  and  Soul,”  which  were  held 
over  Saturday,  after  a six-day  engage- 
ment. 

The  Pixulated  Picture  Co.,  composed  of 
50  boys  and  girls  who  write  their  oum 
scenarios  and  produce  their  own  pictures, 
preseiited  their  first  picture  in  color  at  a 
local  hotel.  “Siiazzy  Sixteen”  was  the  title 
of  the  picture  which  is  the  fourth  film 
produced  here  by  the  juvenile  company  of 
players.  Paul  Meador,  07ie  of  the  youngest 
of  the  producers,  was  in  charge  of  arrange- 
7nents  for  the  production. 

Ralph  Labutis  of  the  Texas- Valley  Film 
Service  here,  is  sporting  a new  Mercury-8 
. . . Billy  Rau,  Paramount  booker  from  the 
Dallas  exchange,  was  a recent  caller  at  the 
local  shipping  depot  and  also  visited  rela- 
tives while  here. 

The  State  Theatre  is  havmg  a 7iew  copy- 
righted game  tagged  “Buzzo”  every  Thurs- 
day night  m conju7iction  loith  Country 
Store.  Ma7iager  O.  B.  Thomas  of  that 
house  deserves  credit  for  bringmg  about 
this  latest  i7iduce7nent  and  busmess  stim- 
ulator. 

Carlos  Rojas,  counsellor  general  for  Cine- 
mafotgraphas  Mexicanos  of  Mexico  City, 
was  a recent  visitor  at  the  Azteca  Film 
office  here  . . . Mary  Heiligman  is  the 
new  face  seen  in  the  boxoffice  at  the  Prince 
Theatre  . . . Mary  Louise  Walliser,  film 
critic  and  theatrical  reviewer  for  the  San 
Antonio  Evenmg  News,  has  returned  from 
Houston  where  she  recently  attended  a 
premiere  . . . Doug  Largen  jr.,  local  corre- 
spondent for  a daily  film  trade  paper,  is 
back  from  a recent  motor  trip  to  Corpus 
Christi,  Tex. 


H.  E.  Fulqham  Acquires 
Ideal  in  Ft,  Worth 

Ft.  Worth — The  Ideal  'Theatre,  one  of 
the  first  moving  picture  houses  here,  has 
been  pm’chased  and  now  is  being  operated 
by  H.  E.  Fulgham,  formerly  of  ’Tyler. 

A former  Dallas  film  man  and  booker 
for  the  Interstate  circuit,  Fulgham  opened 
the  Joy,  a subsequent  nm  in  Tyler,  about 
two  years  ago.  He  is  no  longer  active  in 
Tyler  but  retains  his  interest  in  the  Joy 
along  with  associates. 

Fulgham  bought  the  Ideal  from  the 
Queen  Amusement  Co.,  owned  by  Leon 
Lewis  and  by  W.  G.  Underwood  and  Dave 
Bernbaum  of  Dallas.  The  Queen  Amuse- 
ment Co.  still  operates  the  Liberty.  Fulg- 
ham’s  deal  was  effective  March  1. 


New  Southwestern  Booker 
Oklahoma  City — H.  J.  Rhodes,  former- 
ly in  charge  of  accessories  for  Southwest- 
ern Theatres,  Inc.,  has  been  named  booker 
succeeding  Miss  Mary  Herndon,  resigned 
to  become  a housewife. 
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Informal  Dinner  for 
Wallace  Walthall 

Dallas — Observance  of  “Wallace  Wal- 
thall Month”  at  National  Screen  Service 
continued  this  week  with  an  informal  and 
intimate  dinner  to  Walthall  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

Present  with  Walthall  were  George 
Dembow,  general  sales  manager,  New 
York;  Paul  Short,  division  manager;  Joe 
Estes,  special  service  manager;  Ray  Hig- 
don and  Mac  Tritch,  Oklahoma  repre- 
sentatives; Fred  A.  (Doc)  Allen,  Forrest 
Nine  and  Joe  Bryant,  Texas  representa- 
tives. 

Adding  to  the  momentum  of  the  occa- 
sion was  the  following  telegram  from  Ed 
Kuykendall,  president  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Theatre  Owners  of  America: 

“Every  good  wish  for  Walthall  Month. 
It  cannot  fail  to  be  successful  because  of 
the  highly  respected  and  lovable  person 
in  whose  name  it  is  given.  Wallace  Wal- 
thall is  beloved  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
I personally  join  with  thousands  of  other 
exhibitors  in  wishing  him  every  happiness 
and  success  in  the  many  years  to  come.” 

Overcome  with  emotion,  Walthall’s  little 
speech  became  a jumble  of  words.  Acquired 
in  an  unguarded  moment,  here  is  the  text: 

“An  ancient  Chinese  adage  says  that — ‘The 
insect  can  fly  biut  ten  paces,  but  let  him  attach 
himself  to  the  tail  of  a noble  steed  and  he  may 
go  a thousand  miles.’ 

“I  have  been  riding  National  Screen  Service  for 
15  years  . . . the  fullest,  happiest,  most  progres- 
sive years  of  my  life  . . . that  seem  tonight  only 
a fleeting  day. 

“And  now  this  climaxing  tribute  of  friendship 
and  esteem!  My  imagination  in  its  vividest 
dreams  never  conjured  such  a signal  honor.  My 
heait  is  so  overflowing  with  joy,  gratitude  and 
humility  and  bewilderment,  too,  that  mind  and 
tongue  balk  when  I would  express  my  emotion 
in  words. 

“My  15  years’  association  with  National  Screen 
has  taught  me  that  ‘he  that  walketh  with  wise 
men  ^hall  be  wise,’  and  that  ‘diligence  is  the 
Mother  of  Good  Luck.’ 

“I  have  built  my  air  castles,  ’tis  true,  feeling 
always  that  a man  who  hasn’t  built  a castle  in 
the  air  was  not  one  to  build  a successful  busi- 
ness on  the  ground,  but  I’ve  not  been  a conjurer 
to  pull  out  a prosperity  rabbit. 

“It  I have  obtained  a measure  of  success,  it 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  policy  and  product  of 
my  emjployers  . . . and  the  inspiration  trans- 

mitted to  me  by  its  executives,  Mr.  Robbins,  Mr. 
Gruen  and  you,  Mr.  Dembow,  and  others. 

“National  Screen  Service  launched  its  career  20 
years  ago  on  the  pioneering  premise  that  the 
Motion  Picture  industry  needed  a sales  room  to 
display  its  product.  It  supplied  that  sales  room 
modestly  in  the  beginning,  gaining  skill  through 
experience  until  today  it  is  the  advertising  alli- 
ance of  the  American  cinema  theatre  for  both 
screen  and  lobby.  It  has  been  built  to  present 
perfection  by  pluck,  brains,  money  and  a well- 
nigh  sacred  devotion  to  faithful  service. 

“I  am  profoundly  proud  of  my  affiliation  with 
National  Screen  Service,  tremendously  proud  of 
its  executives’  assurance  that  I have  been  a bene- 
factor, modestly  perhaps.  I am  deeply  grateful 
for  the  scores  of  contacts  it  has  privileged  me  to 
make  and  out  of  which  have  grown  a host  of 
sincere  friendships.  To  you  of  National  Screen’s 
sales  staff,  I can  pledge  that  the  inspiration  and 
joy  that  have  brightened  my  15  years  will  be  no 
stranger  to  you  if  you  continue  loyal,  aggressive 
and  helpful  in  its  service.  I wish  you  all  there 
is  of  good.’’ 


Congratulatory  Message 
From  M.  S.  McCord 

Dallas — Here’s  a self-explanatory  mes- 
sage concerning  Wallace  Walthall  Month 
coming  from  none  other  than  M.  S.  Mc- 
Cord, secretary-treasurer  of  Malco  The- 


Extensive  Equipment  Sales 
Made  by  New  NTS  Store 


Dallas — With  the  first  week’s  operation 
of  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.’s  new  store, 
the  following  equipment  sales  to  Texas 
theatres  were  reported: 

New  projectors  and  two  soimd  systems 
to  Robb  & Rowley  United  Theatres;  sound 
system  to  Mrs.  Morris  Schulman  of  Bryan 
Amusement  Co.,  Bryan,  Tex.;  sound  sys- 
ter  to  Mr.  C.  C.  Caldwell  for  his  new 
house  at  Denver  City,  Tex.;  sound  sys- 
tem, projectors,  lenses,  rectifiers  and  car- 
pet to  Messrs.  Smith  and  Bearded  for 
their  new  house  at  Lubbock;  new  projec- 
tors and  heavy  duty  bases  to  J.  W.  Blevins, 
Majestic  Theatre,  Dublin;  screens  to  Jef- 
ferson Amusement  Co.  for  their  new 
houses  at  Kilgore  and  Longview;  projec- 
tors, bases,  magazines  and  reel  end  alarms 
to  Sam  Kirchheimer  for  his  Northside 
Theatre,  Houston. 

Projectors  with  sound,  lenses  and  screen 
to  Messrs.  Cardenas  and  Cervantes,  Hous- 
ton; fluorescent  lighting  fixtures  for 
Mecca,  McAlester;  screen,  chairs,  projec- 
tors, stands  and  stereopticon  to  V.  D. 
LeRoy,  Texas  Theatre,  Edcouch,  Tex.; 
cooling  equipment  to  Ray  Jennings,  Raye 
Theatre,  Hondo;  complete  cooling  equip- 
ment to  Robb  & Rowley  for  the  Texas  The- 
atre, Waxahachie;  screen  to  R.  E.  Grif- 
fith, Palace,  Ballinger;  Majestic  Theatre, 
Comanche:  Metro  Theatre,  Durant;  Iiw- 
ing  Theatre,  Irving;  State  Theatre,  Win- 
nsboro  and  Olympic  Theatre,  Canyon. 


atres,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in  North 
Little  Rock.  McCord  wrote: 

“Dear  Wallace — I want  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  ‘Wallace  Walthall  Month’  drive 
that  is  being  conducted  in  your  honor  and 
to  say  I don’t  know  of  anyone  who  is 
more  deserving  of  this  testimonial  than 
you  are.” 


Everett  Plans  His 
Own  Enterprise 

Charlotte — H.  H.  Everett,  southern  dis- 
trict sales  manager  for  11  southern  states 
for  Republic  Pictures, 
who  has  resigned 
that  position,  plans 
to  establish  a theat- 
rical business  of  his 
own  in  Charlotte. 
Everett  has  been  with 
Republic  since  its  or- 
ganization five  years 
ago  by  merger  of  sev- 
eral companies.  He 
has  been  connected 
with  merging  com- 
panies for  the  last  20 
years.  His  resignation  came  when  Re- 
public decided  to  transfer  him  to  New 
York  City,  and  he  preferred  to  remain  in 
Charlotte  where  he  has  other  business 
interests. 

For  the  present,  Everett  will  have  his 
headquarters  with  the  Carolina  Poster  Ex- 
change, 300  West  Third  St.,  in  which  he 
has  a half  interest,  associated  with  F.  H. 
Beddingfield.  He  has  long  been  one  of 
the  leading  figures  in  the  distributing 
business  of  this  section  and  has  been  ac- 
tive in  Charlotte  civic  affairs. 


Fire  Destroys  Disney  House 
Disney,  Okla. — Fire  completely  de- 
stroyed the  Disney  Theatre  here  with  an 
estimated  damage  of  $6,000.  Orlin  R. 
Stone  and  W.  J.  Crowley  were  owners. 


Tamiroff  as  Napoleon 

Hollywood — Robert  Florey,  Paramount, 
is  wi’iting  an  original  on  the  life  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  as  a starring  vehicle 
for  Akim  Tamiroff. 


Breezes  Soon  Will  Be 
Blowing  HOT ! 

Will  Your  Theatre  Offer  the  Induce- 
ment to  Come  In — Cool  Off—Relax 
and  Enjoy  a Good  Picture? 

Don't  Delay  — Act  Now  — So  as  to 
Be  Ready  to  Say — ■ 

"IT'S  COOL  INSIDE" 

Install  NATIONAL  BLOWERS  and  WASHERS  NOW! 

Complete  Catalog  and  Information  on  Request. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 


H.  H.  EVERETT 
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A T IIL  A M ir  A 

J^OW  visitors:  M.  C.  Moore,  Jacksonville; 

S.  Young  Gaston,  Newnan,  Ga.;  Nat 
Hancock,  Jefferson,  Ga.;  Ernest  Ingram, 
Ashland,  Ala.;  Nat  Williams,  Thomasville, 
Ga.;  H.  A.  Price,  Tliomson,  Ga.;  Ed 
Beach,  Thomaston,  Ga.;  John  Cunning- 
ham, Miami;  Mrs.  Violet  Edwards,  Monti- 
cello,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Willingham  Wood,  Wash- 
ington, Ga.;  Ellison  Dunn,  DonalsonviUe, 
Ga.;  C.  S.  Dunn,  Chattahoochee,  Fla.; 
W.  W.  Mowbray,  Blue  Ridge,  Ga.;  Eddie 
Watson.  MontevaUo,  Ala.;  O.  C.  Lam  and 
Harold  Laird,  both  of  Rome,  Ga.  Colonel 
Thomas  E.  Orr,  Albertville,  Ala.;  J.  H. 
(Tommy)  Thompson,  Hawkinsville,  Ga. 

Alfred  Sack  of  Dallas,  Tex.,  head  of 
Sack  Amiisement  Enterprises,  is  traveling 
in  Mississippi,  and  from  there  to  Florida, 
following  a two-week  visit  to  the  Atlanta 
branch  . . . J.  U.  McCormick,  Amity  Ex- 
change, left  for  two  weeks  in  Miami,  for 
the  opening  there  of  “Ages  of  Sin.” 

Jack  Lamont,  GN  district  manager,  is 
on  a trip  to  northern  Alabama  . . . Clyde 
Sampler,  Columbia  short  subject  booker, 
is  back  at  work  after  being  home  some 
time  due  to  illness  . . . Merritt  Davis  of 
the  GN  Charlotte  office  spent  the  week- 
end in  Atlanta  . . . Many  Atlanta  fnends 
of  Freddie  Campbell,  formerly  associated 
with  Abe  Brown  in  the  K&B  Soda  Co., 
mourned  his  passing  last  week.  Campbell 
died  in  ChUhcothe,  Ohio,  following  an 
operation. 

S.  T.  Maughon  reports  his  tent  show  is 
doing  business  in  south  Georgia  . . . Miss 
Mildred  Castleberry,  of  the  Martin  The- 
atres office,  is  seriously  ill  in  Crawford 
W.  Long  Memorial  Hospital,  suffering 
from  pneumonia. 

Film  men  and  exhibitors  plan  a three- 
day  fishing  trip  in  west  Florida  March  11, 
12  and  13.  Ellison  Dunn  and  A1  Rook 
have  sent  out  invitations  to  the  men  in 
the  territory.  About  60  persons  will  par- 
ticipate . . . S.  R.  (Sid)  Reams  of  The- 
atrical Printing  is  in  New  Orleans. 

Jolly  Club  will  hold  a “silver  dance” 
Saturday  night,  March  18,  at  the  Atlanta 
Athletic  Club,  with  Roy  Maxon  and  his 
orchestra  furnishing  music.  A big  crowd 
is  expected  to  attend  the  gala  affair  . . . 
Jack  Barrett  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
northern  Alabama  . . . Riley  P.  Davis 
of  Theatrical  Printing  was  hunting  last 
week  in  south  Georgia. 

A.  C.  Bromberg  of  Republic  is  still  va- 
cationing in  Miami.  He  is  on  a 30-day 
vacation  . . . Claire  Hilgers,  who  spent 
several  months  here  as  special  represen- 
tative of  Republic’s  home  office,  is  now 
in  Atlanta  as  district  manager  in  charge 
of  11  states.  Tlie  Charlotte  office  has 
been  closed. 

Dick  Johnson,  formerly  booker  for  UA 
in  the  Atlanta  office,  and  now  office  man- 
( Continued  on  page  30 -C) 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
19121/4  Morris  Are.  Phone  3-8665 

BffiMINGHAM,  ALA. 


Arkansas  ITO  Meets 
On  April  2-3 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — At  a special  meet- 
ing of  the  board  of  directors,  plans 
were  made  to  hold  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Arkansas  ITO  in  Little  Rock, 
April  2-3.  Membership  in  the  associa- 
tion has  been  increased  somewhat  dur- 
ing the  past  few  months  and  one  of 
the  largest  attendances  in  years  is  ex- 
pected. 

Fain  Elected  Mayor 
Of  Leesburg,  Fla. 

Leesburg,  Fla. — Eai’le  M.  Fain,  who  op- 
erates a chain  of  theatres  in  Florida,  has 
been  elected  mayor-commissioner  of  this 
community,  succeeding  John  L.  Fahs.  Fain 
will  serve  for  one  year. 

In  a statement  to  the  Leesburg  Commer- 
cial, Fain  outlined  a program  which  will 
include  beautification  of  the  city  thi'ough 
zorung  ordinances  and  the  general  “bec- 
terment  of  Leesburg”  through  a series  of 
“improvements  and  worthwhile  projects.” 


Miami:  "All  Things  to  All 
Men"  Says  Frohman 

Miami — Proof  that  Miami  is  “aU  things 
to  aU  men”  is  offered  this  week  by  Daniel 
Frohman.  Whereas  most  of  the  gay  mil- 
lion or  so  pleasure  seekers  who  come  and 
go  here  during  the  season  come  here  be- 
cause they  can  see  and  be  with  important 
people  from  everywhere,  the  veteran  pro- 
ducer has  established  himself  in  a down- 
town hotel  to  “get  away  from  it  aU”  in 
addition  to  soaking  up  some  sunshine. 

Frohman  has  some  interesting  observa- 
tions, anent  his  60  years  in  the  theatre, 
which  are  worth  careful  digestion  on  the 
part  of  theatre  men  and  writers. 

“People  want  to  be  entertained  in  the 
theatre.  The  have  enough  trouble  in 
their  daily  lives  so  it’s  comedy  that  makes 
plays  pay  . . . for  the  formula  for  dra- 
matic effectiveness  is  the  same  today  as 
it  was  when  WiU  Shakespeare  twisted  his 
tongue  in  his  cheek,”  the  dean  of  the 
New  York  theatre  pointed  out. 

“And  that  formula?  Give  the  audi- 
ence a man  and  a woman.  Make  them 
want  each  other.  Create  an  obstacle 
which  keeps  them  apart.  That  obstacle  is 
the  play.  It’s  as  simple  as  that  . . . and 
as  complicated.” 

The  only  two  occasions  on  which  he  has 
broken  over  from  his  determination  to 
stay  away  from  everything  have  been  his 
attendance  at  the  Federal  theatre’s  pre- 
sentation of  “High  Tor,”  (which,  inci- 
dentally, is  being  held  over  for  a second 
week’s  run) , and  at  one  of  the  weekly 
concerts  of  Manna-Zucca  whom  he  has 
knovm  since  she  was  a child  piano  prodigy. 


m III  A m I 

JJIS  ENGAGEMENT  at  the  Palm  Island 
Club  where  his  orchestra  is  featured 
nightly,  isn’t  preventing  A1  Donahue  from 
seeing  a lot  more  of  the  adjacent  terri- 
tory than  he  did  last,  season  when  he 
played  Palm  Beach.  The  other  day,  for 
mstance,  he  and  his  vdfe,  Fredericka,  spent 
several  hours  in  the  old  world  atmosphere 
of  Nassau.  That  same  day  Mrs.  Patricia 
Bethel,  of  the  island’s  theatre  clan,  flew 
back  from  Miami.  A longer  flight  was 
made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isadore  Rappaport 
of  Baltimore.  They  took  the  Havana 
Clipper  for  a week’s  stay  at  the  National 
Hotel. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Schenck,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  N.  L.  Nathanson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  Ray  Comstock  were  among  guests  at 
the  formal  banquet  in  the  Hialeah  club- 
house which  climaxed  the  initial  staging 
of  the  Miami  Jockey  Club  Dinner  Stakes. 
Mrs.  Albert  Warner,  still  excited  over  the 
showing  made  this  season  by  the  first 
racer  she  has  ever  owned,  entertained  in 
her  box  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Siegel  of 
New  York  during  the  running  of  the 
Flamingo  stakes.  New  faces  in  the  box  of 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Lynch  were  those  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Kenny,  New  York  City,  and  J.  P. 
Alleji  and  Dr.  W.  C.  Warren,  Atlanta. 

At  last  it’s  out.  Part  of  it,  anyway — 
what  animators  do  for  recreation.  They 
rally  to  the  cry  of  “Set  ’em  up  in  the  next 
alley.”  And  they  really  rally  with  Dave 
Fleischer  himself  showing  the  way  by 
taking  the  lead  in  the  ten-pin  division 
of  the  Miami  Herald’s  third  annual  Win- 
ter Sweepstakes  when  that  sports  event 
opened  last  Friday.  Fourteen  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Fleischer  Studio  Ten-pin 
League  will  roll  in  this  tournament.  Start- 
ing with  a handicap  of  78,  Dave  rolled 
534  to  chalk  up  a three-game  total  of  612. 

Manager  McKinney  of  the  Grove  The- 
atre can  look  down  his  nose  at  his  fellow 
Wometco  managers  in  big  downtown 
houses  for  his  picturesque  community 
house  in  Coconut.  Grove  stepped  into  the 
class  usually  reserved  for  the  big  beach 
houses  when  he  had  a “first  showing  in 
this  area.”  The  feature  was  the  all-midget 
western,  “The  Terror  of  Tiny  Town.” 
We’ll  bet  Burton  Clark  can’t  wait  to  get 
his  hands  on  that  for  his  Mickey  Mousers! 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Horne  were  seen 
registering  approval  of  the  new  floor  show 
which  opened  at  the  Dempsey-VanderbUt 
the  other  night.  Hal  is  eastern  manager 
for  Walt  Disney  . . . While  up  at  White- 
hall Hotel  in  Palm  Beach,  Errol  Flynn, 
Lili  Damita  and  Lupe  Velez  are  more  in- 
teresting to  the  other  guests  than  the 
scheduled  entertainers. 

Add  racing  enthusiasts — Henry  L.  Sals- 
bury.  Paramount  executive,  who  is  the 
house  guest  of  the  Damon  Runyons.  He 
7iot  only  watches  the  thoroughbreds  with 
avid  interest;  he  breeds  them  on  his  farm 
at  Sparks,  Md. 

And  v/hile  you’re  adding — no  cracks — 
here’s  the  name  of  Miami’s  newest  Box- 
office  subscriber:  Floyd  Stubbefield, 
manager  of  the  new  Strand,  where  his 
jitterbug  contest  gives  every  indication  of 
limning  full  tilt  at  least  until  April. 


30 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  4,  1939 


Would  Limit  Amount  of 
Cash  Giveaways 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — A bill  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  house  here  by  Repre- 
sentative Smith  of  Woodruff  county  to 
fix  a $25  maximum  on  cash  drawings. 


^FTER  settlement  of  a strike  that  pre- 
vented scheduled  performances  at 
Hickory  theatres  for  several  hours,  pro- 
jectionists are  back  at  work.  A spokes- 
man for  the  strikers  said  they  had  reach- 
ed a wage  agreement  with  John  F.  Miller, 
proprietor  of  the  two  Hickory  theatres. 

Miss  Cookie  Johnson,  formerly  with  Re- 
public here,  is  now  one  with  David  Lee 
Ely  of  Memphis,  Tenn.  . . . Cecil  Rhodes, 
formerly  of  Atlanta,  has  joined  Republic 
here  as  poster  clerk. 

A Little  Theatre  has  been  formed  in 
Gastonia  . . . Visitors:  Mrs.  E.  L.  Derrick, 
Chadbourne;  P.  G.  and  C.  H.  Caudell, 
Wallace;  J.  J.  Booth,  Walnut  Cove;  B.  B. 
Horton  and  W.  E.  Stewart,  Concord;  O.  T. 
Kirby,  Roxboro;  A.  E.  Groome  and  R.  S. 
Saunders,  Mooresville. 


Equipment  Sales  Point 
To  Improvement  Drive 

Oklahoma  City — Early  season  improve- 
ments and  sales  of  new  equipment  by 
local  supply  houses  indicate  state  theatre- 
men  have  already  begun  the  expected 
house  improvement  campaign  forecast  in 
earlier  issues  of  Boxoffice. 

The  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  office 
here  has  made  the  following  sales  during 
the  last  two  weeks: 

For  the  Ritz  at  Madill  operated  by  Mrs. 
Bertha  M.  Barrett,  a new  washer  and 
blower. 

For  the  Ray  Theatre  at  Tonkawa  oper- 
ated by  W.  H.  Williams,  two  new  pro- 
jectors. 

For  the  Palace  at  Skiatook,  operated  by 
Johnny  Atchinson,  two  new  projectors 
and  a screen. 

New  screens  have  been  installed  in  the 
following  houses  of  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.:  The  Kiowa  at  Hobart;  Uni- 
versity at  Norman,  Rivoli  at  Blackwell, 
Del  Rio  at  Clinton,  Lyric  at  Vinita,  Erie 
at  Hugo,  Washita  at  Chickasha,  Kiva  at 
Ada  and  Criterion  at  Sapulpa.  New 
screens  have  also  been  installed  in  Jones 
and  Strieker’s  Harmony  at  Sand  Springs; 
C.  F.  Funk’s  American  at  Guymon,  and 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Guthrie’s  Ritz  at  Clinton.  New 
carpets  and  draperies  were  also  installed 
in  this  house. 

New  chairs  and  carpet  for  his  Nusho  at 
Bixby  have  been  purchased  from  National 
by  Glenn  Gilmore. 

Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has  an- 
nounced the  following  sales  during  the 
last  two  weeks: 

To  K.  Lee  Williams  for  his  new  Queen 
at  DeQueen,  Ark.,  400  seats,  carpets, 
chrome  furniture  and  some  booth  equip- 
ment. In  Commonwealth  Amusement’s 
new  State  at  Wichita,  Kas.,  400  seats. 


Latin-American  Exchange 
In  Fourth  Anniversary 

San  Antonio — The  fourth  anniversary 
of  the  Latin-American  Film  Exchange  here 
was  celebrated  on  March  1 with  an  open 
house  luncheon.  In  charge  was  J.  J. 
Jimenez,  originator  and  manager  of  the 
exchange. 

Maria  Cristina  Jimenez,  booker,  and 
Violeta  D.  Balderas,  cashier,  have  been 
with  the  company  since  its  ineepticn. 
Rebecca  de  la  Garza  is  now  in  her  third 
year  with  the  company  as  secretary. 

Latin-American  Film  Exchange  is  a 
junior  partner  of  Azteca  Films  Distribut- 
ing Co.,  headed  by  Rafael  and  Jose  Cal- 
deron and  Juan  and  Alberto  Salas  Porras, 
who  distribute  Mexican-made  product 
throughout  the  United  States  via  offices  in 
El  Paso,  Mexico  City,  Los  Angeles,  Den- 
ver, New  York  City  and  Chicago. 

Messrs.  Calderons  have  just  returned 
from  Mexico  City  where  they  arranged  for 
Mexican  product  and  organized  an  up-to- 
date  studio  and  laboratory. 

Several  New  Additions 
At  Paramount  Branch 

Atlanta — Tire  following  are  new  em- 
ployes in  the  Paramount  office:  Miss  Mar- 
jorie May,  Prescott  Osbomme  and  William 
(Bill)  Wallace,  ad  sales  department;  Miss 
Elizabeth  Helmer  and  Miss  Katherine 
Garrett,  booking  department;  Miss  Fi’an- 
ces  Beam,  accounting  department. 

Frank  Neel,  booking  department;  O.  O. 
Wray,  office  manager,  and  Miss  Katie 
Lewis,  contract  department,  have  been 
transferred  here  from  Jacksonville.  James 
Wheatley,  booking  department,  has  been 
transferred  to  Mempliis  from  Jacksonville. 


gOB  BOSTICK,  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  branch  manager,  and  wife  have 
returned  from  Atlanta  where  they  were 
called  due  to  the  accidental  death  of  Mrs. 
Bostick’s  father,  whose  automobile  was 
struck  by  a train  . . . Sol  Sach,  district 
manager  for  RKO,  together  with  Walter 
Branson  and  Harry  Gittleson  of  the  home 
office  visited  the  Memphis  exchange  this 
week. 

Tom  Young,  20th-Fox  Branch  manager, 
is  back  from  Atlanta  where  he  attended 
a manager’s  meeting  . . . H.  T.  Sniffin, 
Universal  auditor,  is  visiting  the  Memphis 
exchange  . . . Bill  Scruggs,  shipper  at  RKO, 
has  returned  to  the  offiee  after  a week’s 
illness.  Edna  Johnson  is  the  new  inspec- 
tress at  RKO. 

The  Folly  Theatre,  Marks,  Miss.,  has 
been  forced  to  close  temporarily  because 
of  the  high  water  . . . W.  G.  Milwain  of 
the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  is  on 
the  sick  list.  Pete  Dawson,  NTS  sales- 
man, is  sporting  a new  Pontiac. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this 
week:  R.  B.  Cox,  Batesville;  R.  B.  Gooch, 
Selmer;  Joe  Applebaum,  Hollandale;  Bill 
Malin,  Augusta;  R.  R.  McCormick,  Sena- 
tobia;  O.  F.  Collins,  Paragould;  Addys 
Brown,  Prescott;  Y.  E.  Moore,  McKen- 


State  Film  Censorship 
Sought  in  Ark, 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — Representative  Dar- 
nell has  introduced  a bill  in  the  Ar- 
kansas house  to  provide  state  censor- 
ship of  motion  picture  films. 


^HE  Saenger  Theatre  is  celebrating  its 

12th  anniversary  with  decorations,  both 
inside  and  out,  presenting  a carnival  ap- 
pearance . . . City  Park  will  be  officially 
opened  May  7.  Among  the  free  attractions 
will  be  band  concerts  and  motion  pictures 
on  Sundays  during  the  season. 

Tex  Ritter  was  here  during  Mardi  Gras 
week  . . . “Jesse  James”  is  now  in  its  fourth 
week  in  New  Orleans,  two  weeks  at  the 
Saenger  and  two  at  the  Tudor. 

Lent  is  not  hurting  attendance  here  at 
motion  picture  houses;  in  fact,  it  has  in- 
creased patronage  due  to  the  curtailment 
of  parties  and  balls  . . . Hugh  Beaumont 
of  the  Federal  Theatre  Project  is  in  Hol- 
lywood for  the  “Gateway  to  Hollywood’’ 
talent  quest. 

Bert  Kiern  has  modernized  his  Happy 
Hour  Theatre  on  Magazine  St.  with  the 
installation  of  a new  front  . . . Errol  Flynn 
was  at  the  Mardi  Gras. 


RKO  Features  Francis 

Hollywood — “Memory  of  Love,”  Carole 
Lombard  starrer  at  RKO,  will  feature  Kay 
Francis,  until  recently  under  contract  to 
Warner  Bros. 


zie;  P.  E.  Morris,  Indianola;  Burrus  Smith, 
Pocahontas ; A.  D.  Fielder  of  Steele  and  Lil- 
bourne;  Lyle  Richmond,  Senath;  John 
Mohnstadt,  Hayti. 

J.  M.  Mounger  is  the  new  manager  of 
the  Star  'Iheatre,  Calhoun  City,  which 
has  recently  been  taken  over  by  J.  W. 
Wofford  of  Eupora  . . . Tom  Watson, 
Paramount’s  office  manager,  celebrated 
his  and  George  Washington’s  birthday  on 
February  22  with  a dinner  party  at  the 
Peabody  Hotel. 

Oscar  Morgan,  division  manager,  and 
Harold  Wilkes,  district  manager  for  Para- 
mount, visited  the  local  office  this  week 
. . . Ward  Carpenter,  ad  salesman  for 
Warner,  has  returned  to  his  desk  after 
a week’s  illness  with  the  flu  ..  . Frank 
Willingham,  M-G-M  branch  manager,  is 
back  from  a trip  into  the  delta. 

Pop  Stockard,  Warner’s  checking  super- 
visor, has  returned  from  a trip  through 
Mississippi  . . . Bill  Ellis  of  Cleveland, 
Miss.,  is  remodeling  a building  and  will 
move  his  present  Regent  Theatre  into 
this  new  building  on  about  April  1 . . . 
Floyd  Shaffer,  representative  of  American 
Desk  & Mfg.  Co.,  has  returned  from  a trip 
through  Mississippi. 
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OKIILA.  ClinrY 

■DEN  HILL,  UA  promotion  man,  off  to 
^ Amarillo  after  working  on  “Stage- 
coach” for  the  State  Theatre.  Ben  in- 
vited Del  Cambridge,  UA  co-worker,  who 
dropped  into  town,  to  stay  with  him  in 
his  hotel  room  and  save  $2,  so  Del  took 
him  up.  Next  morning  Cambridge  found 
the  block  on  the  motor  of  his  car  had 
frozen.  Result — $2  saving,  $40  loss. 

Talk  about  tieins!  J.  Eldon  Peak  has 
a double  page  truck  from  the  Okemah 
Daily  Leader  posted  in  his  office,  spread- 
ing a layout  of  cooperative  ads  on  the 
occasion  of  the  installation  of  600  new  seats 
in  the  Crystal  Theatre  at  Okemah.  They 
were  Heywood-W ake fields  sold  by  the  Ok- 
lahoma Theatre  Supply  Co. 

H.  C.  Kaufman,  manager  of  exchange 
operations  for  Columbia,  checking  in  and 
seeing  the  folks  . . . C.  E.  Kessnich,  south- 
ern district  manager  for  M-G-M,  also  in 
the  village  for  visits,  as  was  Ward  Scott, 
20th-Fox  Kansas  City  division  manager 
. . . V/e  understand  Bert  Turgeon,  booker 
for  Standard  Theatres,  is  to  leave  for 
New  York  shortly  to  handle  bookings  from 
there  for  all  Oklahoma  City  theatres. 

M.  J.  Connor,  auditor  with  Warner  Bros., 
in  from  New  York  to  take  over  the  duties 
of  A.  L.  Smith  at  Standard  Theatres  while 
Smith  is  in  New  York  on  vacation.  Con- 
nor handled  the  job  before  Smith’s  trans- 
fer here. 

George  Friedel  from  Kansas  City,  new 
booker  at  the  20th-Fox  exchange  offices 
here,  has  replaced  W.  T.  “Slim”  Clark, 
who  resigned  to  take  over  the  old  Crescent 
Film  exchange  at  705 1/2  West  Grand. 
Clark  is  handling  some  Monogram  pictures 
and  negotiating  for  others.  His  outfit  now 
has  the  tag  of  Slim  Clark’s  Film  Ex- 
change. 

Charles  Clark,  20th-Fox  exchange  man- 
ager, and  T.  B.  Noble  jr..  State  Theatre 
managing  director,  have  recovered  from 
attacks  of  flu  ..  . Claire  Hilgers,  Repub- 
lic representative,  in,  then  off  to  Dallas 
. . . C.  S.  Rose  of  Purcell  has  purchased 
the  Rex  at  Maysville  from  Bill  Jensen, 
who  has  retired  and  gone  to  California  . . . 
Ray  Higdon  and  Mack  Tritch  of  National 
Screen  Service  are  in  Dallas  for  a sales 
conference  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horace  Falls 
of  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  also  off 
to  Dallas. 

J.  E.  Holt  from  Coalgate,  in  for  the 
Golden  Gloves  tourney  . . . J.  D.  Lackey’s 
house  at  Fittstown  has  closed  as  the  oil 
boom  there  has  died  away  . . . Bill  Slepka 
of  Okemah  in  town  . . . Earl  Shutt  is 
opening  the  Moore  at  Mooreland,  Okla. 
. . . “Little  Princess”  (20th-Fox)  is  set 
for  a premiere  at  Tulsa  in  Talbot’s  Or- 
pheum. 

Grady  James,  20th-Fox  salesman,  sent 
to  report  hour -by -hour  on  how  “Jesse 
James”  was  doing,  wired  back  after  three 
hours  of  opening  day  that  the  theatre  own- 
er was  too  bu.sy  counting  receipts  and 
handling  the  crowds  to  talk  to  him. 

Art  Lewis,  formerly  of  Purcell  and  Nor- 
man, is  back  in  Oklahoma  City  after 
several  years  in  California.  Art  says  he 
would  like  to  see  all  of  his  old  friends 


at  708  Northwest  15th  and  also  that  he 
is  looking  for  a good  theatre  in  the  state 
. . . S.  W.  Wood  has  opened  a new  house 
in  Lookebah,  Okla.,  a 250-seater  . . . Ship- 
man  Bullard  has  remodeled  the  old  Metro 
at  Durant  and  opened  for  business  . . . 
H.  K.  Buchanan  of  Allied  Film  exchange 
is  celebrating  his  15th  year  in  business  in 
Oklahoma  City. 

Sumner  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  a new  firm 
on  the  Row  here,  is  getting  set  with  Gen- 
eral seats,  Gardner  projectors,  Ballantyne 
sound,  Buffalo  cooling  system  and  Bren- 
kert  lamps.  George  Sumner  is  head  of  the 
outfit  at  704  West  Grand. 

Big  social  affair  of  the  newly  organ- 
ized Paramount  Pep  Club  here  featured 
inauguration  of  new  officers  and  opened 
a 13-day  sales  drive.  Francis  Thompson  is 
president,  Mrs.  Reggie  Pappas  is  treas- 
urer and  vice-president,  and  Miss  Sylvia 
Mayes,  secretary.  Affair  was  held  in  the 
Huckins  Hotel  with  invitations  sent  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Horace  Falls  of  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  B. 
Shuttee  of  Standard  Theatres  Corp.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bert  Turgeon  of  Standard  The- 
atres, Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  P.  Moran  of  South- 
western Theatres,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Hunter  of  Talbot  Theatres,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Talbot  of  Talbot  Theatres,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  W.  McClintock  who  is  the 
Dallas  Paramount  manager,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Kirby  of  Atlanta  Paramount  exchange, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  F.  Bugie  of  Memphis 
Paramount,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Pickett 
of  Charlotte  Paramount,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Price  of  New  Orleans  Paramount, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Braley  of  Dallas,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Wilkes  of  Atlanta,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oscar  Morgan  of  New  York  City  and 
Miss  Verlin  Osborne,  secretary  to  Braley. 


Gateway  Representatives 
Selected  From  Miami 

Miami — Chosen  as  Miami  representatives 
in  the  Gateway  to  Hollywood  contest  in 
which  40  competitors  from  this  area  had 
auditions  Monday,  were  Alice  Cook  and 
Scott  Griffin,  the  latter  a member  of  the 
local  Federal  Theatre  repertoire  company. 

Contestants  were  heard  following  a 
luncheon  at  the  Floridian  Hotel,  Monday. 
Ralph  Rolan,  RKO  executive;  Arthur  Willi, 
chief  casting  director,  and  Bryant  Wash- 
burn who  flew  over  to  Tampa,  following 
the  completion  of  the  contest,  to  visit  his 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant  Washburn 
sr.,  who  have  been  Florida  residents  for 
the  past  15  years. 

The  reference  which  Washburn  made, 
during  his  brief  visit  here,  to  the  type 
of  personality  necessary  for  projection  on 
the  screen  was  the  subject  of  conversa- 
tion at  a dinner  party  given  the  following 
evening,  the  palm  for  the  best  synonym 
for  the  personal  characteristic  involved 
went  to  Hal  Kopplin,  head  of  Wometco’s 
art  and  advertising  department.  The 
quality  involved,  Hal  labeled  as  “intangible 
showmanship.” 


Remake  London  Novel 

Hollywood — Warner  Bros,  will  remake 
“Burning  Daylight,”  a Jack  London  novel, 
with  Errol  Flynn  starred  and  Michael 
Fessier  and  Wally  Klein  scripting. 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  26) 

Hunt”  man,  made  a flash  trip  to  Ard- 
more this  week  in  interest  of  operation  of 
the  plan  in  theatres  there. 

Hollis  Boren,  the  Memphis  exhibitor  on 
the  Row  this  week,  told  friends  he  was 
plannmg  an  extended  vacation. 

A.  M.  (Pappy)  Cauble,  who  makes 
Texas  with  traveling  shows  under  their 
own  power,  was  in  town  calling  on  ex- 
changes. He’s  also  interested  with  Tol 
Teeter  in  the  Joy  at  Houston  and  a new 
house  underway  at  San  Antonio  and  nego- 
tiated for  pictures  on  this  trip. 

J.  I.  Roberts  left  this  week  for  San 
Francisco  to  attend  the  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  western  managers  convention 
on  March  7. 

John  Moroney,  Interstate  Circuit  attor- 
ney, has  a new  arrival  in  his  home — and 
it’s  a boy. 

E.  B.  Coleman,  M-G-M’ s exploitation 
and  publicity  ace  in  the  south,  we  learn, 
has  been  basking  in  sunny  Miami  . . . John 
J.  Friedl,  and  Mrs.  Friedl,  of  Minneapolis, 
have  been  social  guests  the  past  few  days. 
He  is  general  manager  of  Minneapolis 
Amusement  Co.  which  circuit  covers  sev- 
eral northern  states.  Years  ago  he  was 
an  exeeutive  in  Dallas  for  Publix. 

The  Blankenships  were  back  through 
Dallas  this  week  en  route  home  to  Level- 
land,  after  taking  in  the  Mardi  Gras  at 
New  Orleans.  In  the  party  were  their 
two  sons,  W.  B.  jr.,  and  Royce.  Wallace 
senior  was  all  set  for  an  airplane  ride  to 
New  York  to  negotiate  franchises  for  his 
circuit  through  the  Levelland  area. 

George  F.  Dembow,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  National  Screen,  and  Paul  Short, 
divisional  manager,  were  in  New  Orleans 
this  week  where  Dembow  conducted  a sales 
meeting  with  southeastern  representatives. 
A similar  meeting  has  been  held  in  the 
Dallas  office. 

Announcements  were  received  on  the 
Row  of  the  marriage  of  J.  C.  Clemmons  jr., 
son  of  the  recently  retired  president  of 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  The  ceremony 
was  held  in  Ft.  Worth,  the  home  of  the 
bride.  They  are  at  home  in  Beaumont. 

“Dixie”  is  the  name  of  the  J.  W.  Cur- 
ley’s second  theatre  at  Bridgeport  which 
house  was  recently  acquired  from  L.  V. 
Yates.  The  name  was  chosen  through  a 
contest. 

H.  C.  Houston,  owner  of  the  Trinity 
Theatre,  is  reported  improved  and  up 
again  after  a recent  physical  setback. 


“Morocco"  Pulls  'Em 

New  York  — Paramoimt’s  “Morocco,” 
now  eight  years  old,  lined  them  up  before 
the  Regal  Theatre  boxoffice  in  Calcutta, 
India,  when  it  opened  there  on  January 
27.  Film  is  still  going  strong. 
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ager  in  Charlotte,  was  a weekend  visitor 
. . . Harry  Paul,  of  Wil-Kin  Theatre 
Supply,  spent  some  time  last  week  in 
Jacksonville  and  Tampa. 

Si(iney  Laird,  Columbia  booker,  has  been 
in  first  place  for  three  consecutive  weeks 
in  liquidation,  and  has  never  been  lower 
than  second  place,  in  the  “Personal 
Achievement  Campaign,”  which  began 
January  9 and  ends  March  18.  W.  M. 
Anderson,  branch  manager,  said  his  of- 
fice is  “doing  a nice  job”  in  the  campaign, 
and  that  Salesmen  Brinson  Wallace,  Eddie 
Foster  and  Doc  Cook  have  closed  some 
good  deals. 

Walter  Branson,  captain  of  RKO’s 
“George  Schaefer  Drive,”  and  Harry  Git- 
tleson,  editor  of  Flash,  the  company’s 
house  organ,  conferred  here  last  week 
with  Hubert  Lyons.  Branson  and  Gittle- 
son  also  visited  New  Orleans  and  Char- 
lotte in  connection  with  the  drive. 

John  T.  Ezell,  Universal  branch  mana- 
ger, visited  Miami  last  week  . . . John  J. 
Mangham,  Monogram- Southern,  was  in 
New  Orleans  last  week  . . . Floyd  Stowe, 
RKO  head  booker,  is  confined  to  his  home 
due  to  illness. 

Harry  Graham,  Universal  district  man- 
ager, is  in  New  Orleans  on  a brief  business 
trip  . . . Hubert  Lyons,  RKO,  left  last 
week  for  a week’s  trip  to  Miami  . . . 
Sam  Moscow  of  Columbia  was  in  New 
York  last  week. 

Oscar  A.  Morgan,  Paramount  southern 
division  manager,  held  an  enthusiastic 
pre-drive  meeting  in  Atlanta  before  the 
start  of  the  13-week  “Four  Star  Drive.” 

Haze  Santone  Property 
For  a New  Theatre 

San  Antonio — ^Property  at  415-19  West 
Houston  St.  is  being  razed  to  make  way 
for  a new  theatre.  Owners  of  the  budding 
are  A.  J.  Litz  and  Dr.  T.  T.  Parker.  Store 
spaces  will  be  included. 

The  theatre,  to  cost  $20,000,  will  seat 
100.  It  is  expected  to  open  May  1.  Vaude- 
ville and  pictures  are  to  be  offered. 


Dallas — Reliable  sources  here  say  the 
new  theatre  planned  in  San  Antonio  will 
be  operated  by  Tol  Teeter,  who  also  oper- 
ates on  a similar  plan  in  Houston  and 
Oklahoma  City.  Some  weeks  ago  he  an- 
nounced plans  to  open  a theatre  in  San 
Antonio. 


Honor  James  Denham 

Eatonton,  Ga. — James  Denham,  former- 
ly of  here,  was  honored  with  a special  edi- 
tion of  the  Port  Lavaca,  Tex.,  paper  in 
connection  with  the  opening  of  a new 
house  there,  of  which  he  is  manager. 


First  in  Arlen  Series 

Hollywood — Universal  has  set  “In  Old 
California”  as  the  first  in  a series  of  out- 
door films  for  Richard  Arlen.  Film  rolls 
April  1. 


Marquee  Signs  That 
Say  Something 

New  Orleans — Signs  that  mean  a lot: 

On  the  marquee  of  the  St.  Charles 
Theatre:  "The  Drunkard." 

"The  Fallen  Saved  Every  Night  at 
8:30." 

At  the  Famous,  a neighborhood 
house: 

"The  Lady  in  the  Morgue" 

With  Preston  Foster. 

Theatremen  Alert 
To  Okla.  Jubilee 

Oklahoma  City — Theatre  owners  locally 
and  throughout  the  state  are  getting  set 
to  celebrate  Oklahoma’s  Golden  Jubilee 
or  50th  anniversary  of  the  run  of  ’89. 
Celebrations  are  being  set  in  every  com- 
munity of  any  size  with  Oklahoma  City 
and  Guthrie  leading  the  way.  Flash  off 
date  is  April  22,  anniversary  of  the  fa- 
mous land  run. 

Local  theatres  have  already  started  their 
tie-ins.  T.  B.  Noble  jr.  breaks  the  first 
with  “Stagecoach”  (UA)  opening  locally 
now  and  set  for  a probable  two  or  three- 
week  run.  Picture  has  been  ballyhooed 
well  in  advance  as  touching  off  Okla- 
homa’s Golden  Jubilee  Celebration. 

Standard  Theatres  follow  through  next 
week  with  a world’s  premiere  on  “The 
Oklahoma  Kid”  and  personal  appearance 
of  Humphrey  Bogart. 

In  the  small  and  large  cities  and  towns 
over  the  state  the  same  thoughts  are 
being  milled  over  by  theatre  men  with  a 
result  that  the  attention  of  almost  every 
situation  will  be  focused  on  this  Golden 
Jubilee  between  now  and  April  22. 


Rebuilding  Contract 
Let  at  Ballinger 

Ballinger,  Tex. — Contract  for  recon- 
struction of  the  $50,000  Texas  Theatre, 
completely  destroyed  by  fire  several  weeks 
ago,  has  been  let  to  G.  W.  Douglas  of 
Odessa,  it  was  announced  by  Jack  Scales, 
of  the  Texas  and  Palace  theatres.  Similar 
plans  to  the  former  theatre  will  be  car- 
ried out  but  the  interior  will  receive  sev- 
eral extra  modern  touches.  The  com- 
pleted job  is  expected  in  two  months. 

Tlie  Texas  building  is  the  property  of 
H.  T.  Hodge  of  Abilene.  The  theatre  is 
operated  jointly  by  the  Hodge  interests  and 
Wes-Tex  Theatres,  Inc.,  an  R.  E.  Griffith 
subsidiary. 


Mae  West  Show  to  Texas 

Dallas — Mae  West’s  stage  show  is  def- 
initely booked  for  Texas,  according  to  an 
announcement  from  Interstate  circuit. 
She  will  open  April  14  in  Houston,  in  San 
Antonio  on  April  22  and  on  the  Majestic 
stage  in  Dallas  on  April  29. 


TIIEMMIIES^IEIE 

^HAS.  H.  AMOS,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount Theatre,  Nashville,  is  reading 
daily  boxoffice  reports  on  a record  break- 
ing run  of  “Jesse  James”  at  his  theatre 
from  a bed  in  the  St.  Thomas  Hospital  as 
the  result  of  a fall  from  a ladder  at  his 
home,  Simday,  February  19.  He  suffered 
a broken  leg  and  minor  cuts  and  bruises. 

M.  A.  Lightmaii,  head  of  Malco  The- 
atres, Inc.,  announces  that  $100,000  will 
be  spent  in  remodeling  three  of  his  Mem- 
phis units.  These  are  the  Linden  Circle, 
311  South  Somerville ; the  Capitol.  928  Mc- 
Lemore,  and  the  Memphian,  51  South 
Cooper. 

Theatre  managers  in  two  Tennessee 
cities  added  boxoffice  appeal  to  newspaper 
releases  about  the  announcement  of  win- 
ners in  the  Movie  Quiz,  Monday  night,  by 
stressing  the  local  prize  winners.  A1 
Shortley  of  the  Princess,  Columbia,  put- 
ting a keen  edge  on  his  announcement  by 
saying  “at  least  two  of  the  prizes  have 
been  won  by  local  contestants.”  Walter  L. 
Howard,  manager  of  the  Lyric,  Rock- 
wood,  opened  his  newspaper  announce- 
ment by  stating,  “A  local  person  is  the 
winner  of  one  of  the  cash  prizes.”  Need- 
less to  say  that  Monday  night’s  shows  wei’e 
“sellouts”  at  these  theatres. 

“Idiot’s  Delight”  opened  to  a record 
first-night  at  the  Tivoli,  Chattanooga.  All 
seats  for  the  first  showing  were  sold  in 
advance.  This  theatre  just  completed  a run 
of  “Jesse  James”  that  broke  all  previous 
boxoffice  records.  The  house  is  to  be 
closed  soon  for  a complete  remodeling. 


Free  Shows  to  Celebrate 
Joe  Cooper's  Birthday 

Oklahoma  City — More  than  7,500  Okla- 
homa City  youngsters  accepted  the  invi- 
tation of  Standard  Theatres,  Inc.,  to  at- 
tend free  motion  picture  shows  in  honor 
of  Joseph  Cooper  jr.  here  last  Saturday. 
Occasion  was  the  tenth  birthday  celebra- 
tion of  the  son  of  the  Standard  Theatres 
president.  The  free  shows  have  been  a 
feature  of  the  group  for  ten  years,  always 
on  the  Saturday  following  Joseph’s  birth- 
day. 

Early  morning  9 a.  m.  shows  made  up  of 
features  specially  selected  for  children 
and  cartoons,  comedies,  etc.,  were  held  at 
the  Criterion,  Midwest,  Tower,  Liberty. 
Victoria,  Warner,  Circle  and  Plaza  the- 
atres. 


Role  lor  Fairbanks  Jr. 

Hollywood  — Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 
draws  the  leading  role  in  “The  Sun  Never 
Sets”  at  20th-Fox,  opposite  Basil  Rathbone. 
Rowland  V.  Lee  produces  and  directs. 


Script  Durbin  Starrer 

Hollywood — “It’s  a Date,”  new  Deanna 
Durbin  starrer  at  Universal,  will  be  scripted 
by  Ralph  Block  and  Frederick  Kohner.  Joe 
Pasternak  produces. 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT4S2  Signs,  Neon 

MT4S3  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT4S8  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MTG08  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 


MT552 


MT518  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 
MT521  Decorating  service 
MT522  Seating  service 


MTS  5 3 
MT554 
MT555 
MT55  6 
MTS  5 7 
MT558 
MT5S9 
MT5G0 
MTS  61 
MT562 
MTS  63 
MTS64 


MTS23 
MTS24 
MTS25 
MTS26 
MT527 
MTS  28 
MT529 
MT530 
MT531 
MT532 
MT533 
MTS34 
MTS35 
MTS  3 6 
MTS  3 7 
MT538 
MTS39 
MTS40 
MT541 
MT542 
MT543 
MTS44 
MTS45 


Theatre  chairs 
Chair  covers 
Theatre  carpets 
Carpet  padding 
Rubber  matting 
Furniture,  lounge 
Wall  tiles,  interior 
Fabrics,  decorating 
Brass  railings 
Rope  railings 
Metal,  ornamental 
Mirrors 

Luminous  colors 

Ticket  booths 

Directional  signs 

Exit  boxes 

Curtain  controls 

Curtain  tracks 

Curtains,  fireproof 

Fountains,  drinking 

Fountains,  ornamental 

Rubber  seat  upholstery 

Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT569 
MT570 
MT571 
MT572 
MT573 
MTS  74 
MTS  7 5 
MT576 
MT577 
MT578 
MT579 
MTS80 
MTS81 
MTS  8 2 
MT583 
MTS84 
MTS  8 5 
MTS  8 6 
MTS87 
MTS88 
MTS89 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


Lumiline  lamps 
Candle  flame  lamps 
Floodlight  lamps 
Spotlight  lamps 
Sign  lamps 
Dimmers 

Ultra  violet  lighting 

Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

Flashed  opal  glass 

Pot  metal  opal  glass 

Fuses,  indicator  type 

Fuses,  cartridge 

Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


Expansion  Bolts 
Chair  fastening  cement 
Chair  refinishing  materials 
Upholstering  materials 
Seat  patching  kits 
Seat  decking  materials 
Floor  surfacing  materials 
Carpet  cleaning  systems 
Floor  waxes 
Matting,  rubber 
Paint,  screen 
Paint,  plastic 
Paint,  aluminum 
Polish,  metal 
Polish,  furniture 
Fireproofing  compounds 
Fire  extinguishers 
Ladders,  safety 
Uniforms,  staff 
Screen  cleaning  tools 
Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT64S  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT’675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  3-4-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks; 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State, 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MTS 9 7 Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MTS 99  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT6S8  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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92  Quiz  Awards  in 
Cleveland  Area 

Cleveland — Cleveland’s  biggest  Movie 
Quiz  winner  was  E.  R.  Morrison,  3270  De- 
Sota  Ave.,  Cleveland  Heights.  He  won 
$1,000,  presented  at  Loew’s  State  by  Man- 
ager Everett  Steinbuck.  His  wife  won  $10 
at  the  University  Tlieatre.  Both  of  them 
chose  “The  Great  Waltz”  as  the  theme  of 
their  essays.  Morrison  is  an  engineer  who 
sells  machinery. 

Ninety-two  prizes  were  awarded  in  the 
Cleveland  area  of  which  82  were  for  $10. 
The  two  $500  prize  winners  in  Cleveland 
were  Mrs.  P.  F.  Rockett,  3171  Scarborough 
Rd.,  Cleveland  Heights  and  Mr.  Frank  C. 
Hemrich,  137  Rugby  Rd. 

Seven  won  $100.  They  were  Lucille  De- 
Jen,  2305  South  Overlook  Rd.;  Miss  Clare 
Korinek,  11214  Glenboro  Drive,  Frances 
Widmer,  1158  East  74th  St.;  Romona 
Petsch,  1739  Bryn  Mawr  Rd.,  and  Frank 
Zenisek,  2520  Warwick  Rd. 

Only  lukewarm  interest  in  the  awards 
was  displayed  in  the  theatres  and  attend- 
ance was  just  average. 

In  Akron,  however,  interest  ran  high 
when  Mrs.  Laura  Carpenter,  72-year-old 
widow,  received  the  second  grand  prize  at 
Loew’s  Theatre.  Manager  Jack  Flex  made 
the  award. 


Cromwell  Opens  New 
House  in  Bedford 

Bedford,  Pa. — Gala  opening  of  the  new 
Pitt  Theatre  is  scheduled  for  Monday, 
March  6.  The  new  house  is  owned  by 
H.  R.  Cromwell,  veteran  exhibitor  here. 
Construction  was  started  last  August  and 
estimated  cost  is  around  $60,000.  Seating 
capacity  is  more  than  700.  Cromwell,  an 
exhibitor  here  for  more  than  15  years,  will 
continue  operation  of  his  Bedford  The- 
atre. Many  friends  in  the  trade  are  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  opening  of  the  new 
Pitt  Theatre. 


New  350-Seat  Theatre 
In  Whitehall.  Mich. 

Whitehall,  Mich. — Work  was  to  begin 
here  this  week  on  a new  350-seat  theatre 
for  Charles  W.  Bissell,  operator  of  other 
houses  in  Howard  City  and  Nashville, 
Mich.,  and  part  owner  of  a theatre  in 
Coopersville. 

It  is  expected  the  house  will  be  com- 
pleted in  mid-May.  Howard  Carter  will 
come  here  from  Howard  City  to  manage 
the  house. 


Ban  Troy  Bank  Nights 

Troy,  Ohio — Three  Bank  Night  pools, 
which  theatres  here  have  been  operating 
for  several  months,  have  been  hit  by  a 
general  ban  on  gambling  ordered  by 
Police  Chief  E.  J.  Smick.  Banned  were 
such  games  of  chance  as  punch  boards, 
racetrack  books,  numbers  and  pools  of 
any  kind. 


Fire  Destroys  Geinzers 
State  at  Library.  Pa. 

Library,  Pa. — A $20,000  blaze  destroyed 
the  State  Theatre  here,  only  the  walls  of 
the  brick  building  remaining  after  four 
volunteer  companies  from  Broughton, 
South  Park,  Bethel  Township  and  Finley- 
vUle  battled  the  flames.  One  fireman  was 
injured  when  struck  by  bricks  as  the  front 
wall  collapsed.  The  fire  began  in  the  rear 
of  the  building,  under  the  stage. 

George  P.  Geinzer  of  Finleyville,  pur- 
chased the  building  last  fall  and  had  re- 
cently remodeled  and  re-equipped  the  the- 
atre and  the  bowling  alleys  in  the  base- 
ment. With  a brother,  Gerard  J.  Geinzer, 
the  Library  theatre  owner  operates  other 
theatres  at  Broughton  and  Suterville,  Pa. 
Fire  loss  was  only  partly  covered  by  in- 
surance. 


New  Greensboro  House 
Gutted  by  Flames 

Greensboro,  Pa.  — Flames  gutted  the 
auditorium  of  the  Vox  Theatre  here. 
Screen,  decorations,  fixtures  and  half  of 
the  325  seats  were  destroyed. 

The  Vox  is  a new  theatre,  opened  last 
year,  and  is  operated  by  Lawrence  Low- 
stetter. 


Volunteers  Fight  Booth 
Fire  at  Pitcairn 

Pitcairn,  Pa. — ^Volunteers  fought  a fire 
in  the  Nemo  Theatre  last  Wednesday  for 
more  than  an  hour  before  it  was  put  un- 
der control.  The  house  was  being  pre- 
pared for  its  daily  opening  at  6 p.  m.,  when 
the  blaze  of  undetermined  origin  swept  the 
projection  booth.  J.  B.  “Pop”  Kane,  vet- 
eran exhibitor,  arrived  at  his  Nemo  The- 
atre just  as  the  fire  started  to  spread.  The 
house  had  not  opened  and  there  were  no 
patrons  in  the  auditorium.  Following 
necessary  mechanical  repairs  and  re- 
modeling, the  theatre  was  expected  to  re- 
open this  week. 


Augment  Police  Guards 
To  Halt  Robberies 

Pittsburgh — Two  uniformed  police  have 
been  stationed  at  each  downtown  theatre 
here  in  an  effort  to  end  a virtual  epidemic 
of  theatre  robberies. 

Most  recent  victim  of  the  thugs  was  the 
Harris  Alvin  Theatre  whose  cashier  was 
held  up  and  robbed  of  $27.  In  the  past 
two-week  period  theatres  robbed  have  in- 
cluded Jerry  Roth’s  Penn;  the  Hilltop; 
WB’s  Sheridan  Square,  and  the  Harris 
Liberty  Theatre. 


Acquires  Franchise 

Detroit  — The  Michigan  franchise  for 
Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  has  been  taken  over 
by  Johnny  Mednikow  of  Trailer-Made  Ser- 
vice of  Illinois,  Inic.,  of  Chicago.  Medni- 
kow will  be  here  this  week  to  appoint  a lo- 
cal manager. 


Wins  Bowling  Sweepstakes 
Mansfield,  Ohio — ^Ralph  Shaffer,  man- 
ager of  the  Park  Theatre  here,  won  the 
News-Journal  individual  bowling  sweep- 
stakes,  which  carried  with  it  a cash  award 
of  $25. 


A Variety  of  Bills 
Bear  on  Industry 

Pittsburgh — Bills  introduced  in  the  house 
of  representatives  to  date  in  the  133rd 
regular  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  gen- 
eral assembly  at  Harrisburg  which  are  of 
particular  interest  to  the  motion  picture 
industry  include: 

H-145  (Curran),  imposing  tax  on  bill- 
boards; before  committee  on  ways  and 
means. 

H-173  (Winner),  providing  for  licensing 
of  decorators;  in  hands  of  committee  on 
professional  licensm'e. 

H-185  (Powers),  licensing  dog  racing 
and  allowing  gambling  on  same;  before 
committee  on  law  and  order. 

H-lOO  (Gates),  providing  for  referen- 
dums  or  establishing  only  standard  time; 
now  before  committee  on  judiciary  gen- 
eral. 

H-10  (Falkenstem) , legalizing  lotteries; 
in  hands  of  committee  on  law  and  order. 

H-230  (A7idrews),  legalizing  all  types 
of  gambling;  before  committee  on  ways 
and  means. 

H-112  (Westrick) , eliminating  require- 
ments of  certain  equipments  in  connection 
with  gas  meters,  amending  the  “Fire  Safe- 
ty Building  Regulation  Law”  of  1937;  be- 
ing considered  by  committee  on  judiciary 
special. 

H-26  (Rose  and  Andrews),  providing  for 
repeal  of  the  “Fire  Safety  Building  Regu- 
lation Law”  of  1937;  (commonly  known  as 
the  “gas  gadget”  law;  passed  second  read- 
ing with  amendments. 

H-13  ( Melchior r e) , licensing  hoi’se  rac- 
ing and  allowing  gambling;  before  com- 
mittee on  law  and  order. 

H-253  (Stockham) , registering  all  maga- 
zines, periodicals,  etc.,  to  prohibit  distri- 
bution and  circulation  of  indecent  or  im- 
moral matter;  before  the  committee  on 
judiciary  special. 

H-198  (Melchiorre) , relating  to  mono- 
polistic abuses  and  activities  in  connec- 
tion with  copyrighted  music;  declaring  cer- 
tain practices  unlawful;  providing  civil 
and  criminal  remedies  and  procedure; 
granting  and  imposing  extraordinary  rights 
and  liabilities;  for  consideration  by  the 
committee  on  judiciary  general. 

Outlawed  Chain  Tax  to 
High  Penn.  Tribunal 

Harrisburg  — The  Pennsylvania  chain 
store  and  theatre  tax,  outlawed  by  the 
Dauphin  county  court,  will  be  taken  to  the 
state  supreme  court  to  test  its  constitu- 
tionality. 

The  act  of  1937,  ineffective  because  of 
many  injunctions  granted  to  chain  stores 
and  theatres,  including  Warner  Bros,  cir- 
cuit, was  ruled  invalid  by  Judge  William 
M.  Hargest  of  the  Dauphin  bench  on  the 
ground  it  violated  a provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution saying  taxation  should  be  uni- 
form on  all  classes. 


”U"  Pact  to  Karloff 

Hollywood — Universal  has  signed  Boris 
Karloff  to  a two-pictm’e  pact  for  the  com- 
ing year. 
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gILL  CARLSON  has  been  a red-fezzed 
Guardian  of  the  Gangway  out  at  the 
Shrine  Circus  the  past  two  weeks  . . . 
Varieteer  Richard  W.  Reading  (Hizzoner 
the  Mayor)  has  been  a victim  of  the  flu, 
having  to  take  to  bed  shortly  after  his 
luncheon  appearance  last  week  . . . James 
Pooler,  film  editor  of  the  Detroit  Free 
Press,  is  becoming  a fictioneer  of  repute, 
appearing  once  more  this  month  in  Story, 
a leading  literary  short  story  magazine. 

Jamison  Handy,  president  of  Jam  Handy 
Picture  Service,  has  been  busy  planning 
new  quarters  for  the  midtoum  New  York 
offices  and  review  rooms  at  19  West  44f/i 
St.,  with  Herbert  Depew  in  charge.  New 
site  has  double  the  old  space. 

Owen  Blough,  dough  guy  of  Theatrical 
Legion  Post,  is  elated  over  his  new  checks 
— not  rubber  . . . Nicholas  Tucker  is  the 
new  member  of  the  post. 


the  exchangeites  have  ruled,  to  distinguish 
him  from  Moe  Dudelson  of  UA  . . . 
Michael  Zala  of  the  Cinema  is  amazed  at 
the  “uncanny  accuracy”  of  Boxoffice’s 
reports  . . . Jack  Saxe,  Variety’s  dough 
guy,  is  afraid  he’s  going  to  lose  some  good 
friends  when  he  turns  in  a report  of  de- 
linquent dues. 

Carl  Buermele  of  Co-Op  returned 
Wednesday  from  Florida,  with  the  usual 
smi-tan  . . . Nat  Haase  found  his  office 
pencils  disappearing  rapidly.  Detective 
work  solved  it — his  infant  daughter  has 
become  a pencil-collector,  and  now  he’s 
taking  over  her  cache. 

Ben  Cohen,  now  at  Miami  convalescing, 
reports  he  is  feeling  fine  “as  long  as  the 
sun  shines” — expected  back  in  June  . . 
His  brother,  Lou  Cohen,  leaves  about 
March  18  for  his  second  Florida  trip  to 
visit  Ben  for  a couple  of  weeks. 


Bill  Fouchey  and  Pete  Baker  are  late 
additions  to  the  sick  list,  but  convalescing 
. . . Buddy  Fields,  musician  extraordinary, 
has  the  reputation  of  always  cornering  the 
Easy  Chair  . . . Bud  Cusick  has  a nem 
penny  bank,  and  his  friends  are  donating. 

Claude  A.  Dock,  owner  of  the  Dox  The- 
atre, retired  this  week  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Michigan  State 
Fair. 

Douglas  Brosey,  new  owner  of  the  Am- 
sterdam Theatre,  is  really  active  on  the 
"front,”  and  keeps  close  tab  on  all  house 
operations  . . . Otto  G.  Lindemeyer , De- 
troit fire  marshal,  remarks  that  "theatre 
owners  are  behaving  themselves,”  referring 
to  enforcement  of  fire  prevention  regula- 
tions around  town. 

Edward  A.  Smith,  veteran  secretary  of 
Daylight  (theatrical)  Masonic  Lodge,  is 
recovering  from  the  flu,  which  had  him 
seriously  ill  for  a while  last  week. 

Billy  Paye  of  Detroit  is  the  young  gob 
in  "Honolulu,”  currently  going  big  at  the 
United  Artists,  who  does  the  double  of  Bing 
Crosby,  including  the  crooning. 

Frank  Lorenzen  gave  all  his  fellow- 
Barkers  a carnation  Monday  . . . Hoyt 
Morris  is  the  gentleman  responsible  for 
the  oratory  of  Gerald  L.  K.  Smith  last 
week.  Smith,  by  the  way,  had  good  news 
for  Edgar  Kirchner — promised  to  bring 
out  a mass  meeting  of  50,000  in  Cadillac 
Square — right  in  front  of  Kirchner’s  Fam- 
ily Theatre. 

Lou  Greenley  (alias  Tom  Mix),  Moe 
Dudelson — the  Lone  Ranger,  and  Jack 
Goldhar — what,  no  title? — go  pony  riding 
every  Sunday  . . . The  Three  Musketeers 
should  give  Mac  Krim — now  in  Hollywood 
for  sun-tan — some  pointers  on  polo. 

Moe  Teitel  is  to  be  known  as  Sir  Moe, 


I DETROIT  headquarters"! 

(For  Up-State  Exhibitors  Are  ot 
919  FOX  BUILDING.  DETROIT 

EMIL  H.  BECK 

1^^  Complete  Booking  Service 


Mrs.  William  A.  Schulte,  wife  of  the 
circuit  owner,  has  been  in  the  hospital  this 
past  week  . . . William  Kimmel,  owner  of 
the  West  End  Theatre,  has  recovered  from 
a severe  cold  . . . Alban  J.  Norris,  of  the 
Michigan  Film  Library,  has  recovered 
from  the  grippe. 

Norris  is  busy  booking  “Golgotha”  for 
Lenten  audiences — both  theatrical  and 
non-theatrical  . . . Raoul  Cleaver,  former- 
ly Imperial  Pictures  manager  here,  has 
opened  a downtown  restaurant  in  Sagi- 
naw, Mich.,  opposite  the  post  office.  It 
is  already  an  upstate  headquarters  for 
filmites. 

Leslie  C.  Hughes-Hallett,  retiring  British 
consul  here,  who  is  well  known  to  most 
local  showmen,  is  to  leave  March  10  to  take 
his  new  post  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark.  His 
successor  is  Cyril  H.  Cane,  formerly  of  San 
Francisco. 

Peter  A.  Simon  is  rushing  work  on  addi- 
tional prints  of  his  new  feature,  “Soft- 
ball,  the  Game  of  Millions,”  for  non-the- 
atrical distribution.  Six  prints  have  been 
ordered  by  the  WPA  for  national  release 
. . . Simon’s  family,  his  daughter,  him- 
self, and  his  wife,  have  had  the  flu — in 
that  order. 

Anne  O’Doiinell  of  Excellent  Pictures  is 
a victim  of  the  flu  . . . Excellent  moves 
this  weekend  into  new  quarters.  Manager 
Bill  Flemion  is  busy  plugging  the  return 
"Abraham  Lincoln,”  with  Walter  Huston 
and  Una  Merkel,  which  they  will  release 
here. 

William  Elliott,  manager  of  the  Palms- 
State,  is  in  University  Hospital,  Ann  Arbor 
. . . Henry  A.  Behrendt,  former  sheriff 
who  died  this  week,  was  well  known  to 
film  folks,  and  for  years  had  his  cam- 
paign headquarters  in  the  Film  Building. 

Henry  Zapp.  formerly  booker  at  United 
Detroit  Theatres,  has  replaced  George 
Sanders  as  booker  at  Cooperative  The- 
atres . . . Fred  Bradna,  equestrian  director 
of  the  Ringling-Barnum  circus,  was  a visi- 
tor to  his  old  circus  friend.  Lew  Emery, 
manager  of  the  RKO  Uptown,  last  week. 
He  saw  his  niece,  Olympe  Bradna,  in  "Say 
It  in  French.” 


Revivals  Go  Strong 
On  Pitt  Screens 


Pittsburgh — Revivals  continue  as  strong 
attractions  here.  The  Barry  held  over 
“Scarface”  and  “Sky  Devils”  on  a double- 
bill. “It  Happened  One  Night”  and  “Mr. 
Deeds  Goes  to  Town,”  as  a twin  dose  of 
Frank  Capra  that  clicked  at  the  Senator. 
GB’s  “The  Lady  Vanishes”  has  been  so 
weU  received  at  the  Senator  that  the  Art 
Cinema  has  brought  back  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock’s noted  thriller  of  several  years  ago, 
“The  39  Steps,”  billed  with  another  noted 
English  picture,  “Peg  of  Old  Drury.” 
Senator  is  reviving  “Lloyds  of  London” 
and  “Imitation  of  Life.”  Other  successes 
of  the  past  which  were  featured  on  local 
screens  of  recent  date  included  “Down  the 
Stretch”  and  the  ancient  Valentino  film, 
“The  Eagle.”  Paramount  is  reissuing 
“Eagle  and  the  Hawk,”  RKO  has  dusted 
off  “The  Lost  Patrol”  and  “Star  of  Mid- 
night,” and  Monogram  is  releasing  “Little 
Pal,”  formerly  “The  Healer.” 


New  Brighton  Property 
To  Lampros  Brothers 

New  Brighton,  Pa. — The  Lampros  broth- 
ers of  Farrell,  Pa.,  have  purchased  the 
John  Martsolf  property  here  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  Third  Ave.  and  Ninth  St. 
as  the  site  for  a modern  theatre. 

The  present  structure  will  be  demolished 
and  the  new  theatre  to  rise  will  seat  600. 
The  building  will  include  two  storerooms. 

Plans  are  being  drawn  by  Alvin  Seiler 
and  Jesse  E.  and  Arthur  Martsolf.  Con- 
struction starts  within  60  days. 

The  Lampros  brothers  will  open  the 
Colonial  in  Farrell  April  8.  The  Colonial, 
destroyed  by  fire  several  months  ago,  is 
being  rebuilt.  It  will  seat  500. 

The  brothers  also  are  dickering  for  a 
property  at  Wellsville,  Ohio,  on  which  they 
will  build  a 700-seater.  This  project  gets 
underway  within  six  weeks. 


Federal  Project  Provides 
Stoneboro  With  Theatre 

Stoneboro,  Pa. — A modern  theatre  is 
under  construction  here  for  the  commun- 
ity, the  project  having  been  backed  by 
Federal  funds.  Paul  Glenn  is  general  con- 
tractor, and  the  labor  is  a project  of  the 
WPA.  Seating  capacity  will  be  400.  Nego- 
tiations are  now  under  way  for  the  leasing 
of  the  theatre,  it  is  understood.  Theatre 
will  be  ready  for  opening  around  May  15. 


Head  Premium  Office 

Cleveland — Dick  Deutsch,  L.  T.  Cook 
and  Harry  Germaine  are  in  charge  of  the 
newly  opened  sales  room  of  Price  Prem- 
ium Co.  The  company  is  featuring  cloisen- 
ette  dresser  sets  as  well  as  dishes  and  glass 
ware.  Deals  already  closed,  Deutsch  an- 
nounces, include  the  Broadvue,  Cleve- 
land; Robins,  Warren  and  Warner’s  Niles. 
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Detroit  Moves  to 
End  Carnivals 

Detroit — Carnivals  will  be  permanently 
banned  from  Detroit,  according  to  action 
taken  by  the  city  council.  Carnivals  were 
directly  banned  three  years  ago,  but  have 
been  allowed  to  operate  for  the  past  few 
seasons  if  they  secured  a permit  through 
some  sponsoring  organization  — chiefly 
lodges,  churches,  and  veterans’  organiza- 
tions. Under  the  new  setup,  such  permits 
will  be  banned.  Action  was  taken  with 
approval  of  Coimcilman  Eugene  I.  Van 
Antwerp,  who  is  national  commander  of 
the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  in  a case 
involving  application  of  a VFW  post. 


Michigan  Allied  Night 
At  Detroit  Variety 

Detroit — Variety  Club  will  honor  Al- 
lied Theatres  of  Michigan  tonight,  Satur- 
day, March  4,  with  Miss  Pearl  M.  Sprott, 
general  manager,  as  guest  of  honor.  Other 
honor  guests  include  Allied  Leaders  Ray 
Branch,  Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  David  New- 
man, Glenn  Cross,  W.  J.  Olson,  George 
Wilbur,  Jack  Ross,  C.  E.  Kingsbury,  and 
Cass  R.  Beechler. 


Luncheon  Tribute  to 
Excellent  Pictures 

Detroit — Variety  will  pay  tribute  to  the 
Excellent  Pictures  exchange  next  Monday, 
March  6,  at  the  weekly  luncheon.  Guests 
of  honor  will  be  Miss  Anne  V.  O’Donnell, 
William  Flemion,  and  Burt  Foster  of  the 
new  company. 

The  day  will  be  double-featured,  with  a 
farewell  tribute  to  L.  C.  Hughes-Hallett, 
retiring  British  consul  here,  who  is  leav- 
ing for  his  new  post  at  Copenhagen  on 
March  10.  A talk  will  be  given  by  his 
vice-consul,  Arthur  O.  Bray,  who  will  be 
in  charge  until  the  new  consul  arrives. 

Speaker  of  the  day  will  be  one  of  the 
highlight  personalities  of  the  city  in  re- 
cent weeks — Frank  X.  Martel,  who  has  just 
resigned  as  president  of  the  Detroit 
Federation  of  Labor,  after  many  years  in 
this  post,  to  run  for  reelection. 


Fire  Damages  Delray 
Booth  in  Detroit 

Detroit — A film  fire  in  the  booth  of  the 
Delray  Theatre,  operated  by  Joe  Simon, 
caused  minor  damage.  Fire  was  caused 
when  the  operator  attempted  to  adjust  the 
film,  which  was  “out  of  frame,’’  and  it 
apparently  caught  and  flared  up. 

No  panic  was  manifest  in  the  audience. 
Refunds  were  given  to  all  customers. 


Renovate  Castle  Shannon 

Pittsburgh — The  Castle  Shannon  The- 
atre is  undergoing  extensive  moderniza- 
tion. A new  owner  will  be  announced  soon, 
according  to  Dean  McCloskey  who  will 
manage. 


jJ^NNOUNCEMENT  is  made  of  the  engage- 
ment of  Saul  J.  Kleinerman,  manager 
of  the  Roosevelt  Theatre,  and  Miss  Rae 
Levy.  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jos- 
eph Kleinerman  and  the  bride-to-be  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Levy. 

Bill  Decker,  Warner  Bros,  theatre  mana- 
ger at  Johnstown,  is  hack  on  the  job  after 
recuperating  in  Florida  from  an  illness  . . . 
Burt  Bishop  and  your  scribe,  in  particular, 
took  a fancy  to  Mrs.  Lew  Lefton’s  cookies 
at  the  Variety  Club’s  family  party  last  Fri- 
day . . . I.  T.  Sweeney,  Monarch  salesman, 
was  on  the  job  as  usual,  but  he  is  “all 
sewed  up”  following  a serious  auto  acci- 
dent. 

Mrs.  David  Kimelman  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Kauffman  are  hostesses  at  the  March  7 
afternoon  social  of  the  Ladies  Theatrical 
Club  . . . Carl  M.  Sherkel,  Houtzdale  ex- 
hibitor, in  town  for  the  Lew  Lefton  party  at 
the  Variety  Club  . . . Jim  Totman  of  the 
local  Warner  circuit  addressed  the  Wom- 
en’s Historical  Society  at  its  meeting  in 
the  Congress  of  Clubs  Monday  afternoon. 

E.  T.  Beedle,  Canotishurg  showman,  and 
Mrs.  Beedle  have  been  vacationing  in 
Florida  for  several  weeks  . . . Jake  Blatt 
of  Corry  and  Mother  Blatt  are  vacationing 
in  Florida  . . . Duke  Prince  departed 
Wednesday  for  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  he 
is  now  managing  Shea’s  two  theatres.  In 
saying  his  goodbyes  on  Filmrow  early  this 
week,  he  introduced  Vincent  Choate,  who 
succeeds  him  as  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
McKees  Rocks. 

A booth  fire  a week  ago  at  the  Olympic, 
Turtle  Creek,  did  little  damage  . . . C.  J. 
Latta,  local  Warner  circuit  district  mana- 
ger, is  back  on  the  job  following  a Florida 
vacation.  Harry  Seed,  Warner  Bros.  Vita- 
graph  branch  manager,  has  returned  too. 
We  regret  the  caption  under  Bobby  Dun- 
bar’s photo  on  these  pages  last  week  tag- 
ged him  as  Warner  branch  manager.  Dim- 
bar  is  office  manager  and  Seed  is  branch 
manager. 

Harris  Senator  will  present  the  magi- 
cian, Blackstone,  March  17  . . . Ray  Alli- 
son, Rivoli  circuit  operator,  has  returned 
to  his  home  after  a serious  illness  at  a 
Johnstown  hospital  . . . Sid  Blumenstock 
was  here  on  the  advance  campaign  for 
“The  Little  Princess.’’  He  is  a brother  of 
Mort  Blumenstock,  exploitation  chief  for 
Warner  Bros. 

Billy  ZeVan,  local  theatre  decorator, 
was  limping  around  on  a cane  follow- 
ing a foot  infection  which  confined  him 
to  a hospital  at  Montgomery,  W.  Va.,  for 
several  days.  He  has  been  busy  decorat- 
ing theatres  at  Montgomery  and  at  Bed- 
ford, Pa. 

Don  D’Carlo,  theatre  booker,  is  meeting 
with  unusual  success  with  his  “jitterbug” 
shows.  New  weekly  contest  shows  are  be- 
ing offered  the  “jitterbugs”  and  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  dancers  at  the  Drake,  Oil 
City;  Strand,  Altoona,  Kent,  Arnold;  Rox- 
ian,  McKees  Rocks;  Majestic,  Ellwood  City, 
etc. 

Lester  Hutcheon,  Shea’s  theatre  mana- 
ger for  15  years  in  New  York,  western 


Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  is  dangerously  ill 
at  the  local  Mercy  Hospital.  He  has  a 
critical  heart  condition.  Recently  he  has 
been  stationed  at  New  Philadelphia  and 
Dover,  Ohio. 

The  Frank  McCarthy  Play  date  Drive  is 
the  occasion  for  the  decorations  at  the 
New  Universal  exchange.  The  drive,  which 
started  February  26,  extends  through  April 
22,  according  to  Jos.  R.  Kauffman,  man- 
ager . . . Among  the  active  Variety  Club 
members  these  days  are  Jake  Soltz,  M.  N. 
Shapiro,  Mike  Gallagher,  Joe  Misrach, 
Archie  Fineman,  Larry  Katz,  Harry  Feld- 
man, C.  C.  Kellenberg,  John  H.  Harris 
a7id  Chief  Barker  Ira  H.  Cohn,  of  course. 
John  T.  McGreevey  is  in  charge  of  the 
Variety  CluVs  box  at  Forbes  Field  for  the 
rapidly  approaching  baseball  season. 

H.  H.  (Had)  Paul  has  returned  from  a 
Florida  vacation  . . . Jim  Alexander,  treas- 
urer of  the  Filmrow  relief  fund,  reports  the 
Christmas  fund  about  exhausted,  and  a 
number  of  requests  on  hand  for  aid.  Come 
in  and  look  at  his  books  at  any  time  . . . 
Jack  Cohen,  NSS  division  manager,  was 
here  on  business  last  week  and  was  Harry 
Kalmine’s  guest  at  the  Variety  party.  Also 
present  at  the  affair  was  Lou  Padolf,  for- 
mer local  film  peddler  who  is  now  in  the 
exhibition  business  in  Ohio  . . . Maurice 
Kinder,  Vitagraph  sales  representative  who 
recently  took  over  Bobby  Dunbar’s  former 
West  Virginia  territory  when  the  latter 
was  advanced  to  the  position  of  office 
manager,  was  awaiting  his  wife,  due  from 
New  York. 

Stella  Klir,  cashier  at  the  WB  Regent, 
East  Liberty,  played  a game  of  bluff  with 
a gunman  last  week,  but  she  finally  lost 
and  handed  over  $50  from  the  till.  The 
holdup  man  pushed  a note  through  the 
boxoffice  window  which  demanded  all  the 
money  and  he  warned  her  not  to  buzz  for 
the  manager.  He  finally  called  her  bluff 
and  threatened  to  harm  her  after  she  had 
stalled  too  long.  Other  theatre  holdups  in 
recent  weeks  involved  the  Penn,  Penn  Ave., 
and  the  Hilltop,  Warrington  Ave. 

Every  person  in  attendance  at  last  Fid- 
day’s  family  night  party  at  the  Variety 
Club  received  a Valentine  box  of  Dimling’s 
chocolates  . . . Nate  Foreman  of  the  Rich- 
man  theatres  will  not  seek  to  join  the  film 
truckers  union.  He  reports  that  Shearer’s 
express  will  handle  the  Sam  Gould  the- 
atres which  he  used  to  service. 

Al  Glazer’s  Parkway,  McKees  Rocks, 
opens  March  7 . . . New  Pitt,  Bedford, 
lights  March  6 . . . Lester  K.  Rosenfeld, 
former  West  Virginia  film  salesman  and 
now  owner  of  the  Best,  Kanawha  City,  and 
the  Dunbar,  Dunbar,  W.  Va.,  has  plans  for 
a second  theatre  at  the  latter  city  . . . Pat 

(Continued  on  next  page) 


THEATRE  FOR  SALE 

Ueslern  Pennsylvania  theatre,  -117  seats, 
stands  100,  population  7,000.  N.  Kar- 
pen,  Heal  Kstate  Broker,  Second  National 
Bank  Bids:.,  Brownsville,  Pa.  Phone  877. 
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J^AYOR  JAMES  E.  STEWART  presided 
at  the  installation  banquet  for  Queen 
City  Variety,  at  the  club  rooms.  Nether- 
land  Plaza,  February  27.  Chief  Barker 
Joe  Oulahan,  Paramount’s  branch  man- 
ager, and  his  entire  ticket  of  last  year  were 
reinstated  for  another  term.  Oulahan, 
incidentally,  has  been  appointed  one  of  a 
“Good  of  the  Organization  Committee,”  by 
National  Variety. 

William  C.  Dodds,  manager  of  the  Im- 
perial, was  charged  with  the  display  of  lot- 
tery tickets  and  promotion  of  charice  in  a 
theatre.  Dodds  was  allegedly  giving  money 
to  possessors  of  lucky  tickets,  given  away 
with  admissions. 

The  New  Theatre,  Warsaw,  Ky.,  has  been 
closed.  However,  new  theatres  in  the 
territory  continue  to  be  opened.  Robert 
J.  Sclimitt  will  manage  the  new  Fayette  at 
Selina,  scheduled  for  opening  Easter  Sun- 
day . . . Mesdames  Lyons  and  Jenkins  are 
building  a new  house  at  Pomeroy,  Ohio, 
which  is  set  for  May  1 opening. 

Republic’s  newest  accessory  is  the  “Lone 
Ranger”  daiicing  horse,  with  a rider  who 
twirls  a mean  lariat.  A neat  winding  toy 
for  little  boys  (and  their  fathers)  . . . War- 
ner’s Naomi  Brown  and  Heddy  Decker  are 
071  the  sick  list.  Naomi  Gordon,  Col.  Paul 
Krieger’s  secretary,  is  also  home  with  the 
grippe. 

Marty  Barnett,  manager  for  Loew’s, 
visited  the  Row  this  week.  F.  J.  Nally  of 
Nitro,  W.  Va.,  was  here,  and  Woodrow 
Thomas,  Mt.  Hope  and  Oak  Hill  theatres 
. . . Ruth  Thorsen,  secretary  to  Allan 
Moritz,  Columbia,  is  back  at  her  desk, 
somewhat  crippled  after  a broken  leg,  the 
result  of  a fall. 

W.  C.  Chesbrough,  Chesbrough  theatres, 
left  for  a 30-day  cruise  in  the  West  Indies 
. . . WI-G-M’s  auditor,  William  Marsh,  is 
at  the  local  office  for  a stay.  Arden 
Strang,  7iew  manager  for  the  Alpine  cir- 
cuit, Port  Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  was  here. 
Chris  Pfister  of  Troy  and  Carl  Rohs, 
Cynthiana,  were  also  seen  on  the  Row. 

Ed  Burkhardt’s  new  home  in  Park  Hills 
is  one  of  the  show  places  hereabouts.  Ed 
is  one  of  20th-Fox  aces  . . . National  The- 
atre Supply  has  completely  equipped  Max 
Goldberg’s  new  house  with  sound,  seats 
and  booth.  Goldberg  will  open  on 
March  13. 

Rudy  Knoepfle  is  coming  along  nicely  at 
the  Miami  Valley  Hospital,  Dayton,  and 
should  be  back  in  circulation  in  about  six 
weeks  . . . Word  from  the  bedside  of  J. 
Real  Neth  is  that  he  is  showing  some  im- 
provement . . . Mrs.  Louis  A.  Martin  closed 
for  the  Circle  Theatre,  Circleville,  effec- 
tive March  1 . . . Warners’  R.  H.  Haines 
was  here  for  several  days. 


Karolcik  a Candidate 
Perryopolis,  Pa.  — Michael  Karolcik, 
Payette  county  commissioner,  will  be  a 
candidate  for  reelection,  he  announced  to 
a Boxoffice  reporter.  “Mike”  is  the  vet- 
eran owner  and  manager  of  the  Perry 
Theatre  here. 


Shea  Corp.  Shifts  Move 
"Duke"  Prince  to  Ohio 

Pittsburgh — E.  W.  “Duke”  Prince,  man- 
ager of  Shea's  Orpheum  Theatre,  McKees 
Rocks,  Pa.,  has  been  transferred  to  Mari- 
etta, Ohio,  where  he  will  manage  the  Ohio 
and  Strand  Theatres  for  the  Shea  Corp. 

“Duke”  has  been  actively  on  the  job  at 
the  nearby  theatre  for  more  than  throe 
years.  Prior  to  his  service  at  McKees 
Rocks  he  had  been  with  Shea’s  Bradfcrd, 
Pa.,  theatre  for  a year  and  a half  and 
before  that  had  been  with  the  company 
for  eight  years  at  Bexley  and  Dover,  Ohio. 

Other  shifts  in  the  Shea  ranks  include 
the  following: 

Jack  W.  Hynes,  Bradford,  Pa.,  manager 
of  the  Shea’s  and  Grand  Theatres,  for 
eight  years,  has  been  shifted  to  Youngo- 
tcwn,  Ohio,  where  he  will  replace  Jce  Sha- 
grin,  who  is  withdrawing  from  the  Shea 
organization  after  about  30  years.  Shagrin 
will  devote  his  time  to  a new  Youngstown 
neighborhood  theatre  which  he  built  and 
has  opened. 

F.  L.  Bowers  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  will  re- 
place Hynes  at  Bradford.  “Duke”  Prince 
succeeds  Bowers. 

New  McKees  Rocks  manager  will  be  Vin- 
cent Choate,  who  was  to  arrive  here  this 
week  from  Newport,  R.  I.,  where  he  has 
been  manager  of  Shea’s  Paramount  The- 
atre. He  was  assistant  manager  at  James- 
town N.  Y.,  for  Shea’s  before  going  to 
Newport,  where  he  replace  John  Walsh. 
The  latter  came  here  several  months  ago 
to  manage  the  Fulton  Theatre,  succeeding 
Jchn  P.  Goring,  resigned. 


Advice  Is  Proffered  to 
Trade  in  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh — Advice  to  theatre  managers 
here  was  offered  from  two  sources  last 
week. 

Safety  Director  George  E.  A.  Fairley  sug- 
gested the  installation  of  foot-operated 
buttons  in  theatre  cashiers’  cages  to  set 
off  holdup  alarms. 

Postmaster  Stephen  A.  Bodkin  an- 
nounced all  literature  dealing  with  “draw- 
ings,” “raffles,”  “guessing”  and  “estimat- 
ing” is  unmailable,  as  is  matter  dealing 
with  theatre  Bank  Nights. 

Mayor  Scully  and  Fairley  have  been  try- 
ing for  many  months  to  decide  whether 
Bingo  has  any  legal  status,  following  a 
drive  against  this  game  and  Bank  Night 
by  the  Better  Business  Bureau. 


Battiston  Sells  Roscoe 
Situation  to  Paletta 

Pittsburgh — Andy  Battiston,  at  one  time 
America’s  youngest  exhibitor,  has  with- 
drawn from  exhibition  at  Roscoe,  Pa.  The 
Roscoe  Theatre  has  been  purchased  by 
Sam  Paletta,  a beer  distributor  at  New 
Kensington. 

Battiston,  who  has  operated  theatres  in 
the  Pittsburgh  area  for  many  years,  has 
been  an  exhibitor  since  before  he  gradu- 
ated from  short  pants.  He  will  continue 
in  the  theatre  business  with  his  brother, 
Mario,  at  Export,  Pa. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
McDermott,  owner  of  the  Lyric,  Guyandot, 
W.  Va.,  died  of  a heart  attack  . . . Annual 
local  rodeo  reaches  Duquesne  Garden  on 
April  27;  the  Harris  arena  also  will  house 
the  Shrine-sponsored  H ami  d-Morton 
Shows,  first  circus  of  the  season,  for  six 
days,  opening  April  17. 

New  associate  members  of  the  Variety 
Club  include  Bill  Kern,  Carnegie  Tech 
football  coach;  Nick  Phelan,  city  fire  chief; 
John  “Clipper”  Smith,  Duquesne  football 
coach;  Buddy  Overend,  Tech  athletic  di- 
rector; James  Hagan,  Pitt  athletic  di- 
rector; Jerry  Deasy,  chief  of  county  de- 
tectives, and  A1  Abram,  Post-Gazette. 

A.  & S.  Steinberg,  Die.,  has  closed  con- 
tracts with  Charles  Anderso7i  and  asso- 
ciates for  the  equipping  of  the  new  the- 
atre to  be  built  at  Graftoii,  W.  Va.,  .Abe 
Steinberg  stated  last  week.  Included  are 
900  seats,  booth  equipments,  decorations, 
glass  front,  lighting  fixtures,  stage  cur- 
tains, screen,  carpets,  drapes  and  air  con- 
ditioning system. 

Vitaphone’s  technicolor  historical  short 
subjects,  including  “Give  Me  Liberty,” 
“The  Declaration  of  Independence”  and 
“The  Romance  of  Louisiana,”  were  of- 
fered at  a special  Saturday  morning  per- 
formance at  the  Sheridan  Square  The- 
atre, East  Liberty,  with  very  satisfactory 
results.  This  was  the  first  of  a series  of 
educational  shows  for  students,  according 
to  Lyle  Harding,  manager. 

Mr.  a7id  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Levy  were  in 
charge  of  the  Variety  Club’s  family  night 
party  March  3 and  for  March  10  the  dou- 
ble-hosts-and-hostesses  are  the  Archie 
Finemans  aiid  the  M.  N.  Shapiros.  For  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  (the  llth)  it  would  have  to 
be  the  John  J . Maloneys  . . . Ira  H.  Cohn 
held  daily  screenings  last  week  of  Shirley 
Temple’s  “The  Little  Princess”  . . . Half- 
holiday was  observed  on  Filmrow  on 
Washingto7i’s  birthday.  Jim  Alexander 
spent  the  afternoon  discarding  many  old 
papers,  receipts,  7iotices,  etc.,  some  of  them 
a quarter-of -a-century  old. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  two 
national  network  programs  were  broad- 
cast from  the  stage  of  the  Stanley  The- 
atre in  one  evening.  A special  stage  show 
was  scheduled  last  Wednesday  evening  for 
the  second  Tommy  Dorsey  air  program, 
with  the  final  screen  feature  starting  after 
midnight  . . . Melba  Scott  Wheeler, 
cashier  at  the  Casino  and  wife  of  Ray 
Wheeler,  manager  of  the  State,  was  at  a 
Cleveland  clinic  last  week  for  a checkup 
on  a nervous  condition.  Ray’s  mother 
was  a patient  at  the  same  institution  . . . 
Delano  Ferris  of  the  local  Kilbuck  The- 
atre cast,  was  a district  winner  at  Cleve- 
land. in  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gateway  to 
Hollywood”  contest.  Runner-up  was  Al- 
bert Oliver  of  the  same  local  theatre  group. 

Harry  Seed,  Vitagraph  branch  manager, 
will  serve  as  zone  chairman  for  the  an- 
nual Will  Rogers  Memorial  drive  which 
starts  April  2b  ...  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
MPTO  president,  is  rounding  up  his  old 
gang,  members  of  the  Heinrich  Fidelis 
Club  of  many  years  ago,  for  a reunion 
March  19  . . . Owen  Cleary  of  the  Fulton 
(Continued  on  page  28) 
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Cleveland  Suburb 
To  Get  Theatre 

Cleveland — Report  of  a new  theatre  to 
be  erected  in  Shaker  Heights,  exclusive 
residential  suburb  of  Cleveland,  became 
fact  with  the  announcement  that  Max 
Lefkowich,  head  of  Community  circuit, 
has  signed  a 20-year  lease  for  the  house 
which  will  be  included  in  the  new  com- 
mercial area  to  be  developed  at  Pairmount 
and  North  Park  Blvds.  The  property  was 
leased  by  Lefkowich  from  the  Pairmount 
Circle  Co. 

The  new  house,  according  to  present 
plans,  will  have  1,500  seats  and  will  cost 
approximately  $350,000.  It  is  expected  to 
be  completed  late  in  1939  or  early  in  1940. 


Variety  Club  Luncheon 
Draws  in  Auto  City 

Detroit — Monday’s  Variety  Club  lunch- 
eon— Shrine  Circus  Day — was  well  at- 
tended. 

A program  of  top-ranking  names  in  the  en- 
tertainment field  was  presented,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Tunis  (Eddie)  Stinson.  Listed  were 
Ora  Keffner,  singer;  the  Eight  Reynolds,  an  all- 
giii  skating  act  that  gave  the  packed  crowd 
plenty  of  thrills;  Lew  Jacobs,  clown,  in  a mu- 
sical number;  Emmett  Kelly,  clown,  in  a “char- 
coal talk”  number;  and  Otto  Griebling,  clown, 
in  a juggling  routine. 

Clyde  Beatty,  the  lion  tamer,  spoke  briefly. 
George  Givot,  currently  at  the  Powatan  Club, 
was  also  a speaker. 


Patriotic  Single  Reeler 
Is  Ballyed  to  Schools 

Cleveland  — Paramount’s  patriotic 
single  reel,  “A  Year  of  Contrasts,”  depict- 
ing the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  dedicated  to  the 
youth  of  America,  is  getting  a big  play 
in  this  territory,  “Duke”  Clark,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  reports. 

Local  schools  have  been  circularized  so 
that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
cooperate  with  neighborhood  theatres 
playing  the  reel. 

The  Ohio  in  Louisville 
Must  Vacate  Premises 

Louisville — The  Ohio  Theatre,  owned  by 
Settos  Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Indianapolis,  and 
managed  by  W.  P.  Prey,  must  move  from 
its  present  site  on  Pourth  St.  by  January  1. 

The  F.  W.  Woolworth  Co.  plans  con- 
struction of  a $300,000  building  on  the  site 
and  has  taken  over  the  lease  for  40  years. 


Remodeling  Progresses 

Salem,  W.  Va. — March  10  is  the  date 
tentatively  set  for  completion  of  remodel- 
ing the  old  Alpine  Theatre.  The  job  in- 
cludes a structural  glass  front.  Neon  strip 
lights,  new  seats  and  a new  screen. 


SI  Signs  Sam  Engel 
Hollywood — Selznick  International  has 
signed  Sam  Engel  as  an  associate  producer 
to  make  three  films  yearly. 


I^AT  WOLF,  Variety  Club  president,  an- 
nounces that  the  big  club  project  of 
the  year  will  be  to  provide  camp  vacation 
for  underprivileged  children  and  has 
mapped  out  an  extensive  program  to  make 
the  project  possible. 

Ray  Frisz  has  resigned  as  Schine  cir- 
cuit booker  in  southern  Ohio  to  join  Milt 
Mooney’s  Co-operative  Theatres  of  Ohio. 
Co-operative  now  has  three  bookers,  the 
other  two  being  Sidney  Cohen  and  H.  E. 
McManus,  serving  some  40  theatres  in  the 
territory  . . . Joel  Golden  succeeded  Frisz 
as  Schine  booker  out  of  Cincinnati. 

John  Sabot,  RKO  booker,  is  very  much 
on  the  receiving  line  for  congratulations — 
all  because  Mrs.  Sabot  presented  him 
last  week  with  an  8-pound  boy,  named 
Russell  John  . . . RKO  Branch  Manager 
Herbert  Greenblatt  succumbed  last  week 
to  a flu  cold,  and  Morris  Lefko,  RKO 
salesman,  was  also  absent  from  duty  for  a 
similar  reason. 

Jack  Cohen,  eastern  district  manager  for 
National  Screeyi  Service,  was  here  visiting 
Branch  Manager  Nat  Barach  and  the  local 
NSS  accounts  . . . J.  J.  Maloney,  M-G-M 
district  manager,  was  also  a visitor  dur- 
ing the  past  week. 

Last  week’s  severe  cold  spell  was  too 
much  for  Max  Lefkowich,  Nat  Lefton, 
Sigmund  Vermes  and  Frank  Gross  so  they 
packed  up  and  went  to  sample  the  Flor- 
ida sunshine  . . . Perc  Essick  of  the  Sco- 
ville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  has  con- 
valesced from  his  long  illness  sufficiently 
to  study  the  time  tables.  He’ll  be  leaving 
to  join  the  film  colony  in  Florida  most 
any  day  now. 

Louis  Patz,  Grand  National  branch 
manager,  is  all  enthused  over  “Panama 
Patrol’’  and  “Exile  Express,’’  two  current 
GN  timely  releases  dealing  with  espion- 
age. Anna  Steyi  stars  in  “Exile  Express’’ 
while  Leon  Ames,  who  played  in  “Suez,” 
is  headlined  in  “Panama  Patrol.” 

Two  Akron  theatres  have  adopted  the 
premium  policy.  The  Rialto,  operated  by 
Maurice  Levin  and  the  Peoples’  operated 
by  Willard  Hart,  are  giving  away  dresser- 
ware  sold  by  Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.  of 
Cleveland  . . . Roy  Haines,  eastern  divi- 
sion sales  manager  for  Warner,  was  a 
guest  of  Branch  Manager  Herb  Ochs  last 
week.  Haines  is  making  a routine  tour 
of  exchanges  in  his  division  . . . Ben  Gold- 
man of  the  Vitagraph  home  office,  has 
also  been  in  town  for  the  past  week. 

Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  manager, 
and  Mrs.  Miller  are  on  the  final  lap  of  a 
cruise  to  the  Panama  Canal.  They’ll  be 
gone  about  three  weeks  . . . Mrs.  Chris- 
tine Werner,  of  the  RKO  office  family,  is 
at  Hanna  House  of  Lakeside  Hospital, 
where  she  is  recovering  from  an  opera- 
tion . . . Al  Gregg,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Republic  Pictures  in  the 
Ohio  territory,  is  out  calling  on  the  custo- 
mers and  giving  free  exploitation  service 
wherever  desired  . . . Clem  Pope,  head  of 
the  local  RKO  theatres  exploitation  staff. 


tied  up  with  a local  iiewspaper  last  week 
for  a contest  to  boost  the  week’s  stage  at- 
traction called  “Crazy  Show.”  The  contest 
asked  for  letters  relating  to  the  contes- 
tant’s craziest  experience.  Fifty  dollars  in 
cash  prizes  and  guest  tickets  to  be  awarded. 

“Pygmalion”  in  its  second  week  down- 
town, outgrossed  the  second  week  of 
“Idiot’s  Delight”  and  is  being  held  a third 
week  at  Loew’s  Stillman  . . . Al  Sunshine 
and  Bernard  Rubin,  managing  the  local 
office  of  Hollywood  Advertising  Co.,  have 
returned  from  a two-week  trip  through  the 
territory  and  report  exhibitors  are  en- 
thusiastic over  their  silk  banners  and  ban- 
nerettes. They  have  contracted  to  serve 
the  largest  circuits  including  Loew’s  in 
Cleveland  and  Canton;  RKO  and  Loew’s 
in  Columbus;  Paramount,  Toledo;  Para- 
mount, Freemont;  Palace,  Akron;  War- 
ner’s Youngstown,  and  Alvin,  Pittsburgh. 

Harold  Wendt  of  Toledo  was  seen  book- 
ing pictures  hurriedly  the  other  day  so 
that  he  could  catch  a train  to  parts  un- 
known . . . P.  L.  Tanner  of  Film  Transit 
Co.  is  home  after  five  weeks  in  Florida  . . . 
S.  P.  Gorrell,  Republic  sales  manager,  is 
back  in  circulation  after  a mild  case  of 
flu. 

Local  M-G-Mers  Jack  Sogg  and  Buck 
Stoner  are  consoling  each  other  at  Charity 
Hospital.  Jack  is  suffering  with  an  ear 
infection  while  Buck  is  fighting  the  flu  . . . 
“Professor  Mamlock,”  Amkino  picture, 
whose  franchise  for  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
is  owned  by  Meyer  Kaplan,  is  being  sold 
through  Independent  Film  Service  by 
Harry  Lande  and  Nate  Gerson.  Following 
a three-week  first-run  at  the  City  Theatre, 
the  picture  plays  the  Alhambra,  Cleveland, 
starting  March  9 and  the  Allen,  Akron, 
starting  March  8. 

“Doc”  Kaywood,  in  charge  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre,  Elyria,  was  seen  in  his  shirt 
sleeves  working  with  Charlie  Deardourff 
and  Eddie  Brauer  of  M-G-M  on  a publi- 
city cajnpaign  for  “Pygmalion”  . . . How- 
ard Wilson  of  the  State  Theatre,  Findley, 
was  kept  busy  last  week  eyitertaining  and 
cooperating  with  exploitation  men  of  sev- 
eral compa7iies  who  have  convmced  him 
exploitation  sells  admissi07i  tickets. 


Chakeres  Annexes  Three 
Theatres  to  Circuit 

Springfield,  Ohio — Chakeres  Theatres, 
Inc.,  has  taken  over  the  1,000-seat  Vir- 
ginia and  the  recently  completed  600-seat 
Louvee  at  Wellston  from  the  Guilfoyle 
Amusement  Co.  Bell’s  Opera  House,  with 
750  seating  capacity  at  Hillsboro,  former- 
ly operated  by  Donald  Davis,  also  goes 
into  the  fold. 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising:  Co. 

FLAGS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

403  Film  Bldgr. — PKospect  4583 
AL,  SUNSHINE  BEKNIE  RUBIN 
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CTRAND'S  manager,  Alton  McCoy,  vexed 
with  the  queer  problem  of  ridding  his 
upright  spectacular  and  marquee  of  thou- 
sands of  pestiferous  starlings  which  came 
there  nightly  to  roost  and  to  threaten  cus- 
tomers, found  a solution  in  the  use  of 
beaver-board  owls  and  a small-scale  air- 
plane propeller,  whirled  by  a motor.  Mc- 
Coy’s mother  is  improving  at  her  home 
following  a serious  illness. 

George  Landis,  branch  manager  of  the 
2bth  Century-Fox  office  at  Indianapolis, 
teas  here  on  business  . . . Eleanor  Arnold, 
boxoffice  girl  at  the  Mary  Anderson,  is 
improving  after  being  ill  two  weeks. 

More  than  3,500  persons  joined  Loew’s 
Hardy  Family  Club  within  a week  after 
the  registration  book  had  been  placed  in 
the  lobby  . . . Loew’s  reserved  seat  pre- 
miere of  “Pygmalion”  was  one  of  the  most 
colorful  here  in  years.  JeiTy  Adams, 
M-G-M  salesman,  and  Harold  Marshall, 
exploiteer  in  Indianapolis,  were  here  sev- 
eral days  before  the  “Pygmalion”  run. 

Work  will  begin  vnthin  two  weeks  on  a 
$5,000  redecoration  project  at  the  Mary 
Anderson,  according  to  Cliff  Buechel,  man- 
ager. The  house  will  be  given  a new  front. 
Lobby  will  be  redecorated  and  new  carpet- 
ing will  be  laid  in  the  foyer  and  aisles.  An 
upright  sign  approximately  four  feet  high 
will  run  the  length  of  the  marquee  and 
will  be  lighted  with  neon. 


Alpine  Circuit  to  Operate 
New  House  in  Graiton 

Grafton,  W.  Va. — Charles  Anderson  and 
associates  of  the  Alpine  Theatre  circuit 
have  closed  negotiations  for  the  operation 
of  a new  theatre  to  be  erected  here,  ac- 
cording to  a spokesman.  Plans  call  for 
a house  to  seat  around  900.  All  fixtures 
and  equipments  will  be  modern  and  one 
of  the  features  will  be  the  installation 
of  an  air  conditioning  system.  According 
to  present  plans  it  is  expected  that  the 
new  house  will  be  ready  for  opening  by 
September  1.  Front  will  be  of  structural 
glass  and  there  will  be  two  storerooms. 


Parkway  in  McKees  Rocks 
Will  Open  on  March  7 

Pittsburgh — The  Parkway  'Theatre,  Mc- 
Kees Rocks,  remodeled  and  modernized, 
opens  March  7. 

New  glass  front  and  marquee  are  at- 
tractive exterior  changes  and  the  audi- 
torium has  been  newly  seated,  remodeled 
and  decorated,  and  the  projection  booth 
has  been  redesigned.  Machines,  lamps  and 
generators  have  been  installed  by  National 
Theatre  Supply  Co. 


Succeeds  Father 

Hooversville,  Pa. — Frank  A.  Orban  jr. 
is  operating  the  Savoy  Theatre,  following 
the  death  two  weeks  ago  of  his  father,  a 
veteran  exhibitor.  Young  Orban  is  an  at- 
torney and  has  been  practicing  law  at 
Somerset,  Pa. 


Press  Agents  Fill  in 
For  Dramatic  Critic 

Pittsburgh  — When  Kaspar  Monahan, 
Press  dramatic  critic,  took  down  with  the 
flu,  the  local  “press  agents”  rallied  to  his 
aid.  “Kap”  might  be  down,  they  figured, 
but  they  saw  to  it  that  he  wasn’t  out  (of 
the  paper).  Contributing  paragraphs  for 
his  “Show  Shops”  column  were  John  H. 
Harris,  who  wired  from  Miami;  Harry  Kal- 
mine,  Charley  Kurtzman,  Harry  Brown, 
George  Tyson,  Joe  Feldman,  Owen  Cleary 
and  Chester  L.  Smith.  Respectively,  they 
plugged  their  own  shows,  of  course. 


Reopen  in  Montgomery 

Montgomery,  W.  Va. — Avalon  Theatre, 
destroyed  by  fire  about  eight  weeks  ago, 
has  reopened  as  a new  house,  the  entire 
property  having  been  remodeled.  Paul  V. 
McKay  of  the  Kay  ton  Amusement  Co.  is 
manager. 


Lampros  Remodels 

Farrell,  Pa. — Colonial  Theatre,  badly 
damaged  by  fire  several  months  ago,  is 
being  remodeled  and  modernized  by  Chr.s 
Lampros.  Opening  is  expected  for  Easter 
Sunday,  April  9.  Lampros’  Capitol  Theatre 
here  will  continue  operation. 


10  Years  Ago 

PITTSBURGH  

pi'TTSBURGH  Sun-Telegraph  institutes 
editorial  attack  on  Pennsylvania  Blue 
Laws  . . . James  B.  Clark  and  associates 
acquire  lease  for  the  State,  downtown,  an- 
nouncing a second-run  policy  . . . Dick 
Powell’s  name  appears  in  local  papers  for 
the  first  time,  the  young  singer  having  been 
named  as  master  of  ceremonies  for  the 
Enright  'Theatre  . . . Stanley’s  first  anni- 
versary shows,  celebrated  for  a month, 
featured  Jackie  Coogan,  Ben  Bernie,  Tom 
Mix  and  Tony,  Mae  Murray,  Vincent  Lopez. 

Extended  run  of  Richard  Barthelmess’ 
“Weary  River”  at  75  cent  top  smashes  all- 
time  house  records  at  the  Grand  . . .Jim 
Sharkey,  Columbia  manager,  very  pleased 
with  his  company’s  first  dialogue  picture, 
“The  Younger  Generation,”  which  was 
grabbed  for  the  Stanley  . . . William  G. 
Liebler  resigned  his  local  Columbia  sales 
post  to  rejoin  his  former  boss,  Wm.  G. 
Smith,  with  Tiffany-Stahl  at  Cincinnati 
. , , Harry  Hendel  opens  the  new  Roose- 
velt, Center  avenue  , . . William  Luft,  Uni- 
versal night  shipper,  was  killed  by  the 
exchange  building  elevator,  his  body  being 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  . . . Our 
film  advertisers  shouted  the  big  news  that 
certain  of  their  productions  were  “With 
Human  Dialogue  and  Unique  Sound  Ef- 
fects.” 

Sound  equipment  installations  of  the 
week  included:  Columbia,  Warren;  Pas- 
time, Lewistown;  Strand,  Ridgeway;  Lib- 
erty, Sharon:  Latonia,  Oil  City  (grand 
inaugural);  Garden,  Arcadia,  Capitol, 
Hippodrome,  Schenley  and  Manor,  Pitts- 
burgh; Colonial,  Wilkinsburg  . . , Fred 
Querner  of  the  Dome  parted  with  his 
tonsUs  . . . First  National-Vitaphone  stars 
inaugurate  radio  programs  . . . Death 
claimed  William  Russell  and  Frank 
Keenan. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  page  26) 
was  down  with  the  flu  last  week  . . . Third 
and  “Shawly”  the  last  week  of  Bernard 
Shaw’s  “Pygmalion,”  in  its  first-run  and 
move-over  engagement  downtown,  is  one 
of  the  pleasant  surprises  of  the  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Roth  of  the  Penn  The- 
atre, Penn  avenue,  are  vacationing  in 
Florida  . . . John  T.  McGreevey  and  fam- 
ily will  depart  for  Sarasota,  Fla.,  upon 
the  return  of  John  H.  Harris  from  a simi- 
lar vacation  . . . Andy  Battiston  and  Para- 
mount have  made  an  out-of-court  settle- 
ment and  all  concerned  are  happy  . . . Russ 
Wherle  splashed  the  16th  anniversary  of 
the  Capitol,  Braddock,  one  of  the  features 
being  an  auto  giveaway. 

The  classified  list  of  motion  pictures 
will  not  be  published  in  'The  Pittsburgh 
Catholic  until  the  end  of  Lent,  “in  recog- 
nition of  the  desire  of  the  Church  that 
faithful  Catholics  sacrifice  their  amuse- 
ments and  entertainment  during  the 
penitential  season,”  according  to  the  Feb- 
ruary 23  issue  of  this  official  paper  of  the 
Diocese. 

Charleroi-Monessen 
I A Installation 

Charleroi,  Pa. — Wayne  E.  Mickelson 
succeeded  John  J.  Smith  as  president  of 
the  Charleroi-Monessen  lATSE  Local  No. 
628,  at  the  regular  February  meeting. 
Other  officers  installed  were  as  follows: 

E.  A.  Leinbach,  vice-president;  Ralph 
Baker,  recording  secretary;  James  A. 
Woods  jr.,  financial  secretary;  R.  J.  Cros- 
by jr.,  ti’easurer;  N.  E.  Petroske,  business 
agent;  John  W.  Carroll,  sergeant-at- 
arms.  Trustees  are  N.  E.  Petroske,  Victor 
McCrory  and  E.  A.  Leinbach. 

The  local’s  jurisdiction  covers  the  Mo- 
nongahela  Valley  from  below  Mononga- 
hela  to  above  Fredericktown,  Pa.,  and 
comprises  32  theatres. 

Heart  Attack  Is  Fatal 
To  Dean  Siedenburg 

Detroit — ^Rev.  Father  Frederic  Sieden- 
burg, executive  dean  of  the  University  of 
Detroit,  died  suddenly  Monday  in  Provi- 
dence Hospital,  from  a heart  attack.  Well 
known  in  many  fields,  he  formed  one  of 
the  first  motion  picture  boards  in  the 
country,  in  Chicago,  with  Jane  Addams 
and  others,  and  he  was  a member  of  the 
national  council  of  motion  picture  re- 
search. Burial  was  in  Mount  Olivet 
Cemetery. 


David  R,  Wilson 

Detroit — David  R.  Wilson,  41,  who  as- 
sisted in  drilling  the  troops  in  the  film- 
ing of  “The  Big  Parade,”  died  February 
22  in  Harper  Hospital  from  pneumonia.  He 
was  a junior  vice-commander  of  the  Cana- 
dian Legion. 


Lane  and  Lynn  Again 

Hollywood — “Give  Me  a Child,”  co-star- 
ring Priscilla  Lane  and  Jeffrey  Lynn,  is 
being  scripted  by  Robert  Rossen  at  War- 
ner Bros. 
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Pam.  Picks  'Tempted'  for 
Isa  Miranda's  Next 

Hollywood — Next  for  Isa  Miranda,  Ital- 
ian star,  at  Paramount  will  be  “Tempted,” 
a story  by  Prank  O’Connor,  which  is  slated 
for  production  under  the  title  “Madame 
Mystery.” 

George  Fitzmaurice  will  direct  and 
Franz  Schulz,  Gilbert  Gabriel  and  Alfredo 
Guarini  are  on  the  script.  The  story  deals 
with  international  intrigue  in  the  diamond 
mines  of  South  Africa. 


"Little  Flower"  Rights 
To  William  Grande 

Cleveland — Carl  Evers,  manager  of  the 
local  office  of  Sunray  Films,  Inc.,  an- 
nounces that  William  Grande  of  Pitts- 
burgh, has  acquired  the  distribution  rights 
throughout  the  western  Pennsylvania  ter- 
ritory for  “The  Little  Flower,”  the  only 
all-English  talking  picture  of  St.  Therese 
of  Lisieux. 

Grande,  during  the  first  week  of  his  dis- 
tribution contracts  booked  “The  Little 
Flower”  into  the  Warner,  Manos  and 
Notoupolos  circuits.  Other  territorial 
franchise  deals  on  the  picture  are  pending. 


Wayne  Morris  May  Make 
A Car-Buying  Visit 

Detroit — Wayne  Morris,  film  star,  was 
slated  to  visit  Detroit  this  week,  to  buy  a 
new  station  wagon,  planning  to  drive  to 
Hollywood  with  his  bride,  the  former 
“Bubbles”  Schinasi. 


Projectionist  on  Board 

Pittsburgh — Dock  Ackard  of  the  opera- 
tors’ union  is  a newly  named  member  of 
the  local  Central  Labor  Union  executive 
board.  Gene  Urban,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Musical  Society,  is  among  the  directors 
re-elected  by  the  APL  body  at  its  annual 
meeting. 


Hunting  Lodge  Burns 

Emporium,  Pa. — The  hunting  “lodge” 
outside  of  Emporium,  owned  by  A.  E. 
Andrews,  the  local  popular  showman,  was 
practically  destroyed  by  fire.  The  An- 
drews’ lodge  has  been  a resort  for  the 
film  distributors  and  many  exhibitors  for 
a long  period. 


How  to  Get  Better 
Color  EHect 

Detroit— Turning  out  side  and  most 
of  the  house  lights  improve  the  bril- 
liancy of  color  pictures  on  the  screen. 
Manager  Eddie  Hohler  of  Associated 
Theatres'  Granada  has  found.  He 
makes  this  a regular  policy,  keeping  on 
only  the  necessary  exit  and  aisle  lights. 
Customers  get  the  impression  they  see 
color  films  better  at  the  Granado,  says 
Hohler.  , 


Production  Reaches 
46-Feature  Peg 

Hollywood  — Production  has  taken  an 
upswing,  with  46  features  shooting  and  an- 
other half-dozen  on  the  call-sheets  for 
starts  during  the  week. 

Metro,  though  listing  no  starters,  con- 
tinues filming  ten.  Paramount  gunned 
“Great  Enemy,”  “Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bulldog 
Drummond”  and  “North  of  Singapore”  to 
record  nine  in  work.  Warner  has  eight 
in  production,  none  of  them  new  starts. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  filming  six. 
Republic  started  “Frontier  Express”  to 
register  a five-picture  total.  “Big  Town 
Czar”  got  underway  at  Universal  to  give 
that  studio  four  features  and  a serial  on 
the  soundstages.  RKO  Radio  rolled  “Sec- 
ond Shot”  and  “The  Girl  Prom  Mexico,” 
listing  four  in  all.  Monogram  gunned 
“Stunt  Pilot”  as  the  second  of  the  “Tail- 
spin  Tommy”  series,  the  studio  totaling 
three  in  work.  Columbia  has  three  fea- 
tures and  a serial. 

With  the  expected  completion  of  Hal 
Roach’s  “Captain  Fury,”  United  Artists 
has  but  one  in  production,  Edward  Small’s 
“The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 


Pitcher  Heads  Strand 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va. — Hampton  V.  Pitch- 
er, local  exhibitor  operating  the  Vienna 
and  Broadway  theatres  here  which  were 
closed  recently,  is  back  with  Warner  Bros, 
after  a week  at  the  Smoot  Theatre.  He 
was  promoted  and  assigned  as  house  man- 
ager at  the  Strand,  first-run  downtown 
house. 


Dick  Lininger  Recovers 
Piedmont,  W.  Va. — Dick  Lininger,  oper- 
ator of  theatres  here  and  at  Westernport, 
Md.,  is  back  on  the  job  after  a week’s  ill- 
ness which  confined  him  to  his  bed. 


BOWLING 

Pittsburgh — Third-quarter  of  the  Film- 
row  Bowling  League  season  was  passed 
when  the  regular  three  games  were  rolled 
last  Friday  evening.  Seven  weeks  re- 
main, with  Universal  in  top  spot. 

George  “B”  Josack  of  Superior  took 
home  the  weekly  $1  award  for  high  indi- 
vidual score  of  the  evening,  rolling  a 209 
game. 

STANDINGS 


Won  Lost 

Universal  46  17 

Superior  43  20 

Republic  36  27 

Paramount  33  30 

Monarch  31  32 

Columbia  29  34 

20th-Fox  18  45 

Loew’s  16  47 

High  Individual  Score — I Game 

W.  Waiters,  Paramount 247 

B,  Clark,  Universal 229 

High  Individual  Score — 3 Games 

W.  Walters,  Paramount 574 

J.  Scholl,  Loew’s 634 

P.  Quiter,  Universal 534 

High  Team  Score — 1 Game 

Republic  774 

Superior  768 


Erpi  Develops  Telephone 
Magnetically  Operated 

Hollywood — Chiefly  for  use  in  studios, 
for  newsreel  work  and  in  theatres,  a port- 
able telephone  which  draws  power  solely 
from  the  speaker’s  voice  is  being  marketed 
by  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc.,  as  its 
newest  device.  The  “magnetic”  telephone, 
manufactured  by  Western  Electric,  will 
transmit  speech  more  than  200  miles,  Erpi 
declares,  if  hooked  to  an  efficient  wire  line. 
A small,  powerful  magnet  generates  elec- 
trical “voice  currents,”  with  a similar  in- 
strument at  the  receiving  end  acting  in 
reverse  to  reconvert  the  currents  into  in- 
telligible speech. 

The  Ladies  Auxiliary  of 
Variety  Will  Organize 

Pittsburgh — Officers  of  the  Ladies  The- 
atrical Club,  auxiliary  of  the  local  Variety 
Club,  will  seek  a charter  in  an  effort  to 
organize  the  wives  of  Variety  Club  mem- 
bers for  Ladies’  tents  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 

The  campaign  has  been  started,  accord- 
ing to  Mrs.  L.  J.  Katz,  president. 


A Suit  Settlement 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — A settlement 
has  been  reached  in  the  commission  suit 
of  Milton  J.  Harris,  Cleveland  real  estate 
broker,  against  Edward  S.  Elgin  of  Dover, 
involving  the  sale  of  the  State  Theatre, 
Uhrichsville,  and  the  Lincoln,  Dennison. 
Terms  were  undisclosed. 


Hutcheon  Improved 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio — Lester  Hut- 
cheon, city  manager  of  the  Union  and 
Bexley,  Shea  theatres  here,  who  has  been 
seriously  ill  in  Mercy  Hospital,  Pitts- 
burgh, is  reported  improved,  but  will  be 
confined  to  that  institution  for  some  time. 


Chas.  W.  Schaefer  Dies 
Youngstown,  Ohio — Charles  W.  Schae- 
fer, 68,  treasurer  of  the  State  Theatre 
Co.  is  dead  at  his  home  here  following  a 
brief  illness.  Years  ago  he  became  in- 
terested in  Federal  street  real  estate  and 
with  the  construction  of  the  State  The- 
atre, became  treasurer  of  the  company. 


Censors  Pass  "Daughter" 
Pittsburgh — First  National’s  “Yes,  My 
Darling  Daughter,”  has  been  passed  by 
the  Pennsylvania  censors  without  an 
elimination. 


Lila  Lee  Gives  Show 
To  Aid  Blind 

Elyria,  Ohio — Lila  Lee,  film  actress, 
is  doing  a bit  for  the  blind  here. 

Visiting  a sister.  Miss  Lee  heard 
that  no  funds  were  available  to  trans- 
port sightless  from  their  homes  to 
WPA  classes. 

The  actress,  aided  by  local  players, 
staged  a show  that  ran  a week  to 
capacity  houses.  Funds  went  for  the 
transportation  of  the  blind. 
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The  Most  Complete  Trade  Paper 
Service  in  the  Industry 


Covering  Every 
Phase  of  the 
Motion  Picture 
B u s i n e s s — 
Every  Place  in 
the  Industry! 

National  in  Scope,  Yet 
Intensive  in  ALL  Terri- 
tories— BOXOFFICE  is 
the  Most  Welcomed, 
the  Most  Thoroughly 
Read  Trade  Paper  in 
Our  Great  Industry, 


O 


BOXOFFICE 

The  only  trade  paper  in  the  industry  providing  national  or  local 
coverage  . . . either  or  both.  Its  circulation  . . . attested  by  the  Audit 
Bureau  of  Circulations  ...  is  read  every  week  in  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  ...  in  every  phase  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  . . . production,  distribution  and  exhibition. 


THE  MODERN  THEATRE 

Published  every  four  weeks  as  an  integral  section  of  Boxoffice,  it 
reports  and  illustrates  every  phase  of  theatre  construction,  improve- 
ment and  mechanical  operation  and  maintenance.  The  outstanding 
advertising  medium  for  equipment  manufacturers. 


BOXOFFICE  PICTURE  GUIDE 

A pocket-size,  loose-leaf  book  for  filing  reviews,  with  a section  for 
picture  booking  and  recording  operating  costs.  Exhibitors  hail  it  as 
the  most  valuable  and  practical  innovation  in  years. 


BOXOFFICE  BAROMETER 

Published  in  February  . . . the  middle  of  the  season  . . . Boxoffice 
BAROMETER  reports  on  all  that  has  happened  during  the  first  half 
of  the  season  and  definitely,  authoritatively,  tells  about  what  is 
to  come  dm’ing  the  rest  of  the  picture  year.  The  only  annual  pub- 
lished expressly  for  service  to  theatre  owners  and  managers  . . . 
the  only  annual  that  completely  blankets  the  industry. 


BEN  SHLYEN 

Publisher 

MAURICE  KANN 
Editor-in-Chief 


BOXOFFICE  RECORDS 

Published  once  a year,  RECORDS  reports  the  value  at  the  boxoffice 
demonstrated  by  every  picture  released  during  the  previous  season 
. . . how  the  public  received  the  efforts  of  producer,  writer,  star, 
director  and  all  others  concerned  in  picture-making.  An  exact 
measure  of  the  past  and  potent  guide  for  future  plans. 


Five  Great  BOXOFFICE  Services! 

EACH  CONTAINING  A MULTIPLICITY  OF  PRACTICAL- VALUE  FEATURES 


ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 


NEW  YORK 

9 Rockefeller  Plaza 
J.  H.  Gallagher,  Gen'l  Mgr. 


CHICAGO 

332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
J.  Harry  Toler,  Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD 

6404  Hollywood  Blvd. 
Ivan  Spear,  Mgr. 
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TODAY’S 

THEATRE  MUST  BE 
A "STOPPER" 


What  a powerful  magnet  does  to  small  bits  of  steel,  a 
brilliant,  colorful  L O-F  Theatrefront  does  to  show- 
going crowds.  It  attracts  the  eye  and  excites  the 
imagination.  It’s  a vital  factor  today  in  drawing  crowds 
and  building  a paying  patronage. 

You  can  meet  today's  smart  competition  for  full 
houses  by  specifying  one  of  these  modern  glass  and 
metal  fronts  of  L O F Vitrolite,  colorful  structural  glass, 
L O F Vitrolux,  for  luminous  color,  and  L-O-F  Extrudalite, 
the  new  storefront  metal. 

These  materials  are  produced  exclusively  by 
Libbey-Owens-Ford.  They  offer  you  almost  unlimited 
scope  for  modern  designs — both  opaque  and  luminous 
colors — plus  outstanding  weather  resistance,  easy 
cleaning  and  low  maintenance  cost. 

Consider,  too,  that  Vitrolite  Structural  Glass  is  widely 
favored  as  a swanky,  colorful  facing  for  ticket  booths 
— also  for  walls  and  wainscots  in  entrances,  foyers, 
corridors,  washrooms  and  toilets  in  today’s  popular 
theatre  buildings. 

Reach  out  for  new  patronage.  Make  your  theatre- 
front  a “stopper”.  Write  for  latest  literature. 

LibbeyOwens-Ford  Glass  Company,  1311  Nicholas 
Building,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Make  certain  your  Vitrolite  installation  is  wade  by  a Franchised  L O F dealer. 


For  mirrors,  L O F-  Polished  Plate  Glass,  clear  or  in  colors. 
For  display  windows,  t O F Qualify  Plate  Class. 


LIBBEY-  OWENS  • FORD 


SU/«fTHEfls^ 


Velmo  Mohair  Vel- 
vet in  the  modern, 
new  Normandie 
Theatre,  New  York 
City  — the  latest 
word  in  deluxe 
interiors. 


Velmo  in  the  magni- 
ficent Empire  Theatre, 
London,  England. 

I 


AUDIENCE-APPEAL! 

Patrons  come  to  your  theatre  to  be  enter- 
tained, and  to  relax.  Comfortable,  posture- 
assisting  Velmo-uphoistered  seats  add 
complete  relaxation  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
good  feature  that  brings  ^em  back  to  the  box 
office  week  in  and  week  out. 

Comfort — Cleanliness — Coolness . . . Economical, 
easy  maintenance  (Velmo  can  be  renovated 
with  warm  water  and  a mild  soap  or  cleaner) 
— luxury  and  pride  of  ownership  — these  are 
the  reasons  Velmo  is  first-choice  theatre  seat 
upholstery  with  patrons  and  managers! 


Write  for  On  The  Spot,  a booklet  of  cleaning 
instructions ...  for  all  types  of  upholstery. 


ACOUSTICALLY  SPEAKING 


here's  Velmo  Mohair  Velvet  as 

upholstery  in  a modern  broadcasting  studio, 
chosen  because  Velmo  is  an  acoustical 
asset  in  studio,  auditorium  or  theatre. 


ASK  FOR  GENUINE  CHASE  VELMO 


0ASE 


L.  C.  CHASE  AND  COMPANY 


295  FIFTH  AVENUE  • NEW  YORK  CITY 


Selling  Division  of  Goodall  Sanford  Industries 


• HOSTON 


• DETROIT 


• CHICAGO 


• LOS  ANGELES 
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NEWSREEL  THEATRE,  Radio  City,  N.  Y 


PARK  THEATRE,  Indianapolis, Ind. — Owners,  Meloy 
Bros.-  Architect,  Maurice  E.  Thornton — 800  Ameri- 
can Bodiform  chairs,  Turquoise  color  scheme — seats 
have  special  NuKraft  spring  decking. 


4-STAR  THEATRE,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


LAREINA  THEATRE,  Van 
Nuys,  Calif. 


ROXY  THEATRE.  Fargo, 
N. Dakota — Owner,  F.P, 
Aaraoth  -300  American 
Bodiform  chairs — Coral 
and  Cream  color  scheme. 


PARK  THEATRE,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Build 

attendance 

steadily 

as  these  theatres  have 
done  with  the  new 

ICAN 


B AMEBIC/ 

odijx 

Restful  I C 


orm 

Chairs 


LIBERTY  THEATRE,  Lincoln,  Nebr.  -Owners,  West- 
land  Theatres,  Denver,  Colo. — 568  American  Bodi- 
form chairs — Coral  and  Cream  color  scheme. 


y. 


New  and  old  theatres  alike  can  reap 
big  benefits  at  the  box-office  by  in- 
stalling the  revolutionary  new  American 
Bodiform  Chair.  For  proof — read  the 
statements  below  . . . from  letters  just 
received  from  theatre  men. 

The  reason  is  apparent.  The  American 
Bodiform  Chair  is  genuinely  comfortable, 
spacious  and  beautiful.  These  attributes 
create  an  audience  appeal  that  builds 
attendance  steadily,  week  after  week, 
month  after  month.  You  know  that  pa- 
trons will  return  to  the  picture  house  that 
offers  not  only  good  entertainment  but 
true  comfort,  too. 

So,  install  the  American  Bodiform.  In- 
creased attendance  will  make  you  mighty 
glad  you  did. 

What  They  Are  Saying  About 
American  Bodiform  Chairs: 

*'We  have  had  considerable  favorable  comment  from 
our  patrons  and  have  noted  substantial  increase  in 
attendance.” 

— Peter  Mailers,  Mailers  Bros.,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

‘‘Never  before  have  I heard  such  comment  on  a 
theatre  chair;  comment  as  to  its  appearance,  comfort 
and  convenience.  Any  person  interested  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a new  chair  should  certainly  investigate 
your  product  before  making  any  purchase.” 

— H.  C.  Fcderer,  Liberty  Theatre,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

‘‘Each  day  we  receive  more  compliments  from  the 
public  in  our  choice  of  seating.” 

— H.  V.  Lippert,  Dyersville,  la. 

‘‘The  New  American  Bodiform  Chairs  not  only  ful- 
fill every  claim  made  for  them,  but  have  aroused 
universal  approval  tor  their  comfort,  beauty  and  per- 
fect conformity  to  the  spirit  of  the  design.” 

— Maurice  E.  Thornton,  Architect,  Park  Theatre, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

‘‘We  are  very  well  pleased  with  the  chairs  and  have 
had  many  favorable  comments.” 

— F.  P.  Aamoth,  Roxy  Theatre  Co.,  Fargo,  N.  D. 


NEWSREEL  THEATRE,  Radio  City,  New  York— 
Owners  Newsreel  Theatres,  Inc. — Architect,  John 
Eberson — 450  American  Bodiform  chairs  Special 
Turquoise  color  scheme. 


GRAND  RAPIDS.  MICHIGAN 

Pioneers  and  pacemakers  in  theatre,  auditorium,  school,  church, 
stadium  and  transportation  seating 
Branch  Offices  and  Distributors  in  Principal  Cities 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


(Title  registered  U.  S.  Patent  Office) 


Edited  by  J.  HARRY  TOLER 


Featuring: 


What  Has  Air  Conditioning  Done 
for  Theatres  and  Vice  Versa? 

By  Ansel  M.  Moore 
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The  New  Jewel  Scintillates  With 
Style  and  Comfort  34 

By  Helen  Kent 
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A Fireside  Chat  With 
My  Constituents  36 

By  Gordon  H.  Simmons 

There's  No  Closed  Season  on 

the  Pursuit  of  Comfort  38 
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of  Smaller  Theatres  52 
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Contents  copyrighted,  1938;  reproduction  rights 
reserved.  All  editorial  or  general  business  cor- 
respondence relating  to  The  MODERN  THEATRE 
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gan Ave.,  Chicago,  HI.,  or  to  Eastern  Representa- 
tive, A.  J.  Stocker,  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York. 


Moving  Picture  Houses  Mold 
Public  Opinion 

Frequently  we  are  reminded  of  the  fact  that  moving 
pictures  rank  second  only  to  the  press  as  a matrix  for 
the  formation  of  human  moods  and  desires. 

Radio,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  a rather  strong  con- 
tender for  the  position,  but  as  long  as  people  are  more 
impressed  by  what  they  see  and  hear  than  by  what 
they  can  merely  hear,  the  picture  will  sustain  its  posi- 
tion. 

How  many  of  you  exhibitors,  we  wonder,  really  ap- 
preciate the  position  you  may  occupy  as  a molder  of 
fashions  in  your  community? 

We  refer  not  so  much  to  the  pictures  you  show  on 
your  screen,  but  more  especially  to  the  physical  at- 
tractions of  your  house  and  its  potentialities  for  creat- 
ing public  interest  in  industrial  progress. 

The  modern  theatre,  if  it  is  indeed  modern  in  all 
respects,  can  be  a progress  example  in  its  community 
and  as  such  a permanent  little  world's  fair  in  its  own 
right. 

In  air  conditioning,  carpeting,  decoration,  lighting, 
acoustics,  sanitation  and  all  manner  of  appointments 
and  provision  for  public  health,  comfort  and  conven- 
ience, the  theatre  can  be  a composite  exhibition  of  in- 
dustrial progress  if  ownership  chooses  to  make  it  such. 

House  Appeal  plus  the  popularity  of  the  moving  pic- 
ture creates  a concentration  of  human  interest  that  is 
useful  to  industry  at  large. 

We  are  stressing  this  point  prominently  to  all  sup- 
pliers of  modern  materials  in  the  belief  that  a correla- 
tion of  interest  may  be  effected  with- 
out openly  commercializing  the  cin- 
ema; which,  of  course,  would  be 
manifestly  unwise. 

Mctrch  4, 1939 
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cmd  mm  mnAxi? 


By  Ansel  M.  Moore 


UR  first  encounter  with  ‘‘artificial 
respiration”  for  movie  fans  dates 
back  quite  a few  years.  At  that  period 
we,  like  the  picture  show  business,  had  just 
lately  emerged,  from  that  biological  status 
known  as  puberty.  Our  most  personal  rec- 
ollection of  the  era  recalls  peg-top  pants 
and  a poignant  ambition  to  become  an 
actor. 

At  the  time  referred  to,  we  were  cur- 
rently engaged  in  soothing  the  patronage 
of  a local  airdome  with  a particularly 
forceful  exercise  of  our  vocal  chords  as  a 
sweet  singer  of  illustrated  songs. 

Many  of  you  will  recall  those  slap-happy 
days  when  pictm’e  show  business  either 
hibernated  in  hot  weather  or  hied  itself, 
bag  and  baggage,  to  the  great  outdoors. 
Thus  the  airdome  provided  the  only  al- 
ternative of  the  exhibitor  who  didn’t  want 
an  enforced  vacation  in  the  good  old  sum- 
mertime. 

On  the  occasion  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded, we  had  an  employer  with  an  in- 
ventive turn  of  mind.  That  summer  sea- 
son at  the  airdome  had  been  a most  prof- 
itable one,  but  it  was  fast  waning.  Om- 
boss  anticipated  the  early  fall  season  with 
grim  forebodings.  How  could  he  get  his 
cash  customers  back  indoors? 

Thus  necessity  stirred  his  inventiveness 
and  genius  gave  birth  to  an  alleged  air 
conditioning  system.  It  was  a crude  sort 
of  affair,  more  of  a curse  than  a cure; 
but  it  sounded  the  death  knell  of  out- 
door picture  exhibition.  It  answered  the 
first  call  for  comfort  in  enclosed  mov- 
ing picture  theatres. 

Day  of  the  Big  Wind 

We  recall  this  momentous  invention  as 
the  actual  adaptation  of  a huge  windmill 
wheel,  motorized  and  placed  in  a fixed 
position  at  the  rear  of  the  opera  house  in 
an  enclosed  housing  and  a large  compo- 
board  duct  leading  under  the  stage  to  a 
broad  grilled  outlet  directly  facing  the 
audience  from  beneath  the  footlights. 

A click  of  the  switch  would  produce  a 
rumble  of  an  approaching  thunder  storm 
which  would  eventually  subside  into  a 
steady  roar  that  could  be  heard  through- 
out the  neighborhood.  Within  the  theatre 
was  bedlam.  But  what  mattered?  These 
were  the  good  old  silent  days  when  patrons 
could  become  so  deeply  engrossed  in  screen 
action  that  the  noise  of  a boiler  foundry 
or  a 70-mile  blow  in  the  face  could  not 
feaze  ’em. 

Our  old  boss  used  to  bloat  himself  up 
like  a pouter  pigeon  and  boastingly  pro- 
claim that  he  could  ‘‘blow  his  patrons  right 
out  of  their  seats.”  He  got  a big  kick 
out  of  watching  his  home-made  hurricane 


blow  the  hats  off  pedestrians  as  they  pass- 
ed in  front  of  his  house.  And  the  old 
moron  actually  revelled  at  what  was  re- 
vealed when  the  ladies  passed  by. 

The  theatre  man’s  conception  of  human 
comfort  provision  thirty  years  ago  was 
pretty  well  short  of  what  it  is  today.  In 
his  traditionally  trained  art  of  ‘‘make  be- 
lieve,” he  believed  then,  as  some  still  do, 
that  you  can  make  a hot-and-bothered 
customer  think  he’s  being  air  conditioned 
by  socking  him  in  the  face  with  a blast 
of  unrefined  air  or  besieging  him  with  a 
bone-chilling  atmosphere  and  bragging 
about  it  on  the  marquee. 

Balancing  the  Benefits 

What  has  air  conditioning  done  for  the- 
atre business?  Let’s  attempt  an  analysis 
of  the  situation  from  past  to  present.  It 
may  produce  the  right  answer. 

First,  the  crude  approaches  to  theatre 
air  conditioning  such  as  we  have  recited 
heretofore,  with  many  vicissitudes  and 
variations,  may  be  credited  with  having 
first  aroused  public  interest  in  tempera- 
ture control  in  places  of  public  gathering. 

To  so-called  air  conditioning,  even  in 
its  cruder  forms,  may  be  attributed  the 
fact  that  theatre  business  is  no  longer 
a slave  to  seasons.  Air  conditioning  in 
some  form  or  another  has  served  to  dispel 
the  doleful  summer  slump  in  theatre  re- 
ceipts. 

Theatre  air  conditioning  most  certainly 
may  be  credited  with  having  done  much 
to  create  the  present  popularity  of  the 
theatre  as  a place  of  relaxation,  a demand 
for  which  shows  up  prominently  in  the 
increased  patronage  of  air  conditioned  the- 
atres of  today. 

Air  conditioning,  or  some  degree  of  it 
at  least,  is  responsible  for  abating  the 
fear  of  contagion  in  our  theatres.  Epi- 
demics no  longer  need  affect  the  opera- 
tions of  an  air  conditioned  theatre,  nor 
one  that  purports  to  be  so  conditioned. 

To  air  conditioning  in  more  approved 
form  may  we  also  credit  the  improved 
position  of  the  small  and  less  likely  lo- 
cated theatres  in  competition  with  larger 
houses.  Community  theatres  have  come 
into  their  own  largely  through  air  con- 
ditioning. 

The  Vice  Versa  Phase 

In  summarizing  the  benefits  of  air  con- 
ditioning to  the  theatre  industry  and  as  a 
prelude  to  our  approach  to  the  vice  versa 
phase  of  this  presentation,  we  quote  from 
an  article  by  P.  Donald  Horgan,  Air  Con- 
ditioning Editor  of  the  Chicago  Evening 
American,  which  appeared  a short  time 
ago,  under  the  heading  “Two  Great  In- 
dustries— Movies  and  Air  Conditioning 


Grow  Together.”  The  point  involved  reads: 

“However  slow  in  arriving,  air  condi- 
tioning was  bound  to  come,  but  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  taken  much  longer  to 
reach  its  present  state  of  development, 
were  it  not  for  the  enormous  impetus  given 
it  by  the  motion  picture  theatre. 

“Although  air  conditioning  has  done 
much  for  the  motion  picture  theatre,  the 
motion  picture  theatre  has  done  more  for 
air  conditioning. 

“Millions  of  people  have  had  their  first 
dramatic  demonstration  that  summer 
could  be  made  comfortable  through  cool- 
ing of  the  air.” 

So  accepting  our  cue  from  the  comments 
of  Mr.  Horgan,  we  take  up  the  question: 
What  Has  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre 
Done  for  Air  Co7iditioning? 

We  may  as  well  get  right  to  the  point 
and  make  plain  our  well-founded  opinion 
that:  (1)  The  theatre  industry  has  a 
more  direct  influence  on  the  public  ac- 
ceptance of  air  conditioning  than  any 
other  branch  of  commercial  business. 
(2)  A theatre  installation,  by  reason  of 
its  proximity  to  the  general  public  is,  in 
fact,  an  actual  demonstrator  for  or  against 
the  efficiency  of  air  conditioning.  (3)  The 
air  conditioning  industry  has  been  derelict 
in  duty  to  itself  and  the  public  by  allow- 
ing the  theatre  industry  to  shift  for  itself 
almost  entirely. 

We  will  now  qualify  and  perhaps  am- 
plify these  points  a bit.  Drawing  from  all 
walks  of  life  an  average  of  90  million 
people  weekly,  the  moving  picture  theatre 
industry  can  be  the  air  conditioning  in- 
dustry’s most  potent  ally  for  public  favor 
and  mass  education,  if  the  latter  chooses 


READER  NOTICE 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  has 
been  accorded  feature  importance  as 
the  theme  of  this  issue.  May  we  ex- 
plain, however,  that  this  issue  by  no 
means  concludes  our  treatment  of  the 
subject  for  1939. 

We  consider  the  subject  perennial  in 
its  relation  to  the  progress  and  profits 
of  successful  theatre  operation.  There- 
fore we  shall  continue  to  amplify  the 
importance  of  year-round  air  condi- 
tioning and  advocate  its  correct  ap- 
plication to  the  needs  of  our  industry 
in  all  succeeding  issues  of  The  Mod- 
ern Theatre  section  of  BOXOFFICE. 

In  addition  to  our  departmental  dis- 
cussion of  Air  Conditioning  which  ap- 
pears regularly  in  each  issue,  through- 
out the  year  we  shall  from  time  to  time 
present  further  interesting  details  on 
new  developments  in  air  conditioning, 
about  which  we  believe  all  our  read- 
ers would  like  to  know. — The  Editor. 
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to  make  it  so.  Thus  far,  self-inspired 
attempts  to  effect  such  a desirable  coali- 
tion of  interests  have  been  few  and  far 
between. 

This  publication  (if  you’ll  permit  just 
one  little  plug)  has  carried  on  consistently 
for  five  years  in  behalf  of  better  under- 
standing and  better  practice  in  theatre 
air  conditioning.  On  many  occasions  we 
have  tried  heroically  to  ignite  the  spark 
of  interest  that  would  bring  our  two  great 
industries  together.  But  the  response  to 
date  has  been  altogether  too  negative  on 
the  part  of  those  who  manufacture  and 
sell  good  air  conditioning  apparatus,  and 
who  might  logically  be  expected  to  take 
the  lead. 

The  Laissez  Faire  Attitude 

Our  efforts  to  impress  the  importance 
of  theatre  air  conditioning  have  generally 
met  with  luke-warm  response,  if  any  at 
all,  and  not  infrequently  we’ve  been  told, 
apparently  in  all  earnestness  that  “thea- 
tre owners  don’t  want  quality  equipment, 
so  let  ’em  continue  to  buy  junk.”  Such  a 
silly  mis-statement  hardly  rates  reference 
herein  but  we  cite  it  merely  to  indicate 
the  lack  of  familiarity  with  the  theatre 
field. 

This  apparent  aloofness  is  astoundingly 
inconsistent  in  the  face  of  a continual 
stream  of  inquiries  coming  in  to  us  from 
theatre  owners  at  all  points  of  the  coun- 
try. Many  of  them  admit  their  mistakes 
of  purchase  and,  frankly  confessing  their 
lack  of  understanding,  they  ask  for  qual- 
ity and  where  to  find  it. 

As  long  as  the  concern  of  air  condi- 
tioning manufacturers  is  confined  so  close- 
ly to  the  cultivation  of  “contractor”  busi- 
ness that  the  consumer  angle  is  entirely 
concealed,  theatre  owners  will  continue  to 
make  mistakes  in  selection  and/or  appli- 
cation, while  the  general  public  conceives 
all  air  conditioning  as  they  find  it  in  the 
movies. 

Recently  our  managing  editor  addressed 
a letter  to  the  membership  of  the  lately 
formed  Public  Relations  Committee  of  the 
American  Society  of  Heating  and  Venti- 
lating Engineers,  calling  attention  to  the 
theatre  field  as  a most  potent  factor  in 
attaining  the  expressed  objective  of  this 
Committee  “to  clarify  the  public  concep- 
tion of  air  conditioning  and  define  the 
service  which  users  can  expect  from  vari- 
ous types  of  systems.” 

Members  of  the  Committee,  represent- 
ing the  group  leadership  of  the  industry, 
were  asked  to  view  the  theatre  industry 
not  as  just  another  “vertical  market,”  but 
as  a vitally  productive  field  through 
which  to  advance  the  understanding  and 
acceptance  of  modern  air  conditioning 
products  and  practices. 

The  Spark  Ignites — But  Faintly 

Response  to  the  proposal  was  somewhat 
meager  but  not  at  all  disparaging,  as  will 
be  noted  from  the  following  excerpt  from 
the  reply  of  one  of  the  committee  mem- 
bers. While  he  does  not  assume  to  speak 
for  the  group,  his  reaction  may  be  taken 
as  typical.  He  says: 

“There  is  no  question  in  our  minds  of 
the  importance  of  public  comfort  re- 
action, as  experienced  in  the  theatre,  upon 
the  public  acceptance  of  air  conditioning. 
We  also  recognize  that  some  poor  or  badly 
operated  systems  in  theatres  have  made 
some  bad  friends  for  air  conditioning. 
However,  public  opinion  has  been  a strong 
influence  in  correcting  bad  situations.  To- 


Co¥er  Illustration 

A happy  combination  for  House  Ap- 
peal is  to  be  observed  in  this  striking 
view  of  the  lounge  balcony  in  the 
Trans-Lux  Theatre,  located  at  Lexing- 
ton Avenue  and  Fifty-Second  Street, 
in  New  York  City.  Of  particular  note 
is  the  central  fixture  in  the  ceiling — 
a functional  consolidation  of  modern 
design  for  lighting  effect  and  air  con- 
ditioning efficiency.  Through  the  de- 
flecting roundels  to  be  seen  in  the 
center  of  this  modern  fixture,  draft- 
less air  distribution  is  provided  for 
the  patrons  of  this  fine  newsreel  the- 
atre. (Photo  by  Molitor,  through 
courtesy  of  Anemostat  Corporation  of 
America) . 


day  we  see  ‘Comfortably  Cool’  replacing 
‘70  degrees  Cool.’  We  know  that  engi- 
neers who  were  previously  instructed  to 
make  their  theatre  the  coolest  possible 
would  be  dismissed  today  if  they  cooled 
their  theatre  below  the  comfort  zone. 

“It  is  also  our  opinion  that  the  manu- 
facturers’ and  air  conditioning  engineers’ 
failure  has  been  in  their  inability  to  sell 
a good  job.  The  theatre  owner  has  bought 
a poor  job  over  the  protests  of  the  manu- 
facturer and  engineer.  It  is,  therefore, 
gratifying  to  find  that  a theatre  pub- 


lication is  making  an  educational  effort 
on  this  highly  important  phase  of  theatre 
operation.” 

Thus  it  may  be  safely  surmised  that  the 
“Two  Great  Industries”  are  gradually  mov- 
ing a bit  closer  together  in  the  common 
interests  of  themselves  and  humanity  in 
general.  It  bodes  better  times  for  all  con- 
cerned and  the  movement  certainly  merits 
further  acceleration. 

Now  that  we’ve  taken  the  air  condi- 
tioning man  rather  sharply  to  task  for  his 
shortcomings,  or  may  we  say  shortsight- 
edness, let  us  look  at  the  situation  on 
the  other  side  of  the  fence  that  has  seemed 
to  separate  our  two  participants. 

Vulnerable  to  Low  Bids 

It  is  all  very  true  that  many  theatre 
men  have  been  too  vulnerable  to  extrava- 
gant sales  talk  in  the  selection  of  their 
air  conditioning  systems.  In  too  many 
cases  their  conception  of  value  has  been 
distorted  by  succulent  discounts  and  devil- 
may-care  selling  methods.  Some  of  you 
may  have  bought  “junk”  deliberately  be- 
cause of  its  low  cost;  believing  perhaps 
that  you  could  “get  by”  with  it,  later  to 
discover  your  mistake  and  yell  bloody  mur- 
der at  the  man  you  bought  it  from. 

But  the  greatest  drawback  to  air  con- 
(htioning  in  this  field,  we  believe,  is  a 
general  misunderstanding  of  its  functions 
and  how  to  apply  it  for  best  results.  Par- 
ticularly you  fellows  out  in  the  smaller 
towns  have  been  left  pretty  much  to  your 
own  resources,  and  you  gained  your  ex- 
perience the  hard  and  expensive  way.  A 
(Continued  on  page  62) 


AN  AGRARIAN  MOTIVE  IN  A MODERN  CINEMA 


From  the  Far  West  another  idea  fresh 
from  the  drawing  board  of  that  versatile 
theatre  architect,  S.  Charles  Lee,  of  Los 
Angeles.  To  intrigue  a community  that 
demands  novelty  and  to  satisfy  a situa- 
tion that  called  for  low  cost  in  construc- 
tion, Mr.  Lee  produced  this  novel  Tumble- 
weed Theatre  for  the  Edwards’  Theatre 
Circuit. 

Designed  in  simulation  of  a farmhouse 
project,  the  auditorium  will  be  a barn  type 
structure.  A fence  built  of  wagon  wheels; 
the  old  oaken  bucket  and  other  pastorial 


novelties  will  warm  the  hearts  of  the 
patrons  in  the  district. 

Of  course,  the  practical  functions  of  a 
modern  theatre  have  not  by  any  means 
been  forgotten.  A prominent  marquee 
will  be  emphasized  by  a neon  outlined 
windmill.  The  lobby,  toilets  and  general 
entrance  will  be  of  the  modern  farmhouse 
style  without  reversion  to  any  of  the  old- 
time  details.  Construction  is  scheduled  to 
start  immediately  on  the  site  which  Mr. 
Edwards  purchased  at  Five  Points,  Cali- 
fornia. 
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By  Helen  Kent 


WANK,  yet  simple  and  satisfying  to 
the  Nth  detail.  Some  such  correla- 
tive phrase  might  well  be  used  aptly 
to  describe  in  brevity  the  recent  rejuve- 
nation of  the  old  Bijou  Theatre,  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  Michigan.  The  transformation, 
however,  was  so  complete  that  location  is 
practically  the  sole  reminder  of  the  past. 

In  further  particular,  one  might  describe 
the  modernization  as  an  architectural 
triumph  and  a theatre  owner’s  pride  and 
joy.  C.  Howard  Crane  and  Associates 
were  the  designers  of  the  new  Jewel.  The 
owners,  Robert  G.  Peltier  and  Walter  N. 
Trombley  of  the  Bijou  Amusement  Com- 
pany. 

House  Appeal  Pronounced 
Prevalent  throughout  this  modern  new 
theatre  in  a medium-sized  town  is  to  be 
found  practically  every  provision  for  the 
utmost  comfort  and  convenience  of  pa- 
trons. In  this  important  respect  the 
Jewel,  with  a capacity  of  1,245  admissions, 
would  satisfy  the  most  particular  tastes  in 
the  matter  of  judicious  theatre  planning 
for  any  size  of  town  or  community.  The 
population  of  Mt.  Clemens  is  barely 
14,000. 


But  shall  we  describe  it?  The  electrical 
display  at  the  entrance  is  of  the  refined 
spectacular  sort — a streamlined  marquee 
with  the  name  sign  cleverly  embodied. 
Plenty  of  light  for  colorful  display  and 
provision  for  sales  promotion  on  three 
sides  of  the  canopy,  which  is  also  amply 
equipped  with  latest  provision  for  change- 
able letter  copy  on  the  boards.  An  un- 
obstructed entrance,  an  unusual  arrange- 
ment of  the  boxoffice  for  accessibility  and 
a clever  layout  of  built-in  display  frames 
are  featured.  The  entire  front  of  the 
new  Jewel  might  well  be  described  as  an 
artistic  greeting  card. 

Th  glass  enclosed  circular  ticket  office 
is  set  back  Into  the  open  entrance-way 
and  is  flanked  by  trim  modern  display 
cases  set  in  the  warm  and  colorful  struc- 
tural glass  walls.  Scores  of  vari-colored 
light  bulbs  add  to  the  brilliance  of  the 
theatre’s  threshhold. 

Within  the  lobby,  decorative  scheme, 
functional  furnishing  and  novel  display 
provision  leave  little  to  be  desired.  Scenes 
from  coming  attractions  are  most  taste- 
fully displayed  on  the  walls  for  convenient 
inspection  of  passersby.  The  refurnished 


A broad  wall  mirror  reflects  the  feeling 
of  hospitality  encountered  in  the  stylishly 
carpeted  foyer  of  the  Jewel. 


foyer  affords  a brief  spell  of  relaxation 
for  outgoing  or  incoming  patrons. 

Three  double  glass  doors  with  artistic 
chromium  fittings  lead  from  the  entrance- 
way into  the  foyer  proper,  a smart  “re- 
ception hall”  done  in  light  blue  with  a 
soft  tan  ceiling.  On  the  right  side  of  the 
room,  a wide,  full-length  mirror  in  ten 
sections  bound  by  two  graceful  half- 
columns affords  a lovely  setting.  To  the 
left,  the  sweeping  balcony  staircase  agleam 
with  chromium  fittings  completes  the  pic- 
ture. 

Quietness  Prevails 

Adjacent  to  the  main  floor  foyer  is  the 
lobby,  separating  the  foyer  from  the  audi- 
torium and  assuring  a hushed  quiet  for  the 
patrons  enjoying  the  pictures.  This  hall 
is  also  decorated  in  light  blue  and  another 
huge  mirror  covers  the  left  wall.  Three 
double  doors  of  the  same  light  blue  with 
chromium  fittings  give  access  to  the  audi- 
torium. 

Beyond  the  doors,  the  patron  encounters 
a sweeping  standee  area  extending  across 
the  rear  of  the  auditoriiun.  Soft  indirect 
lighting  on  the  light  tan  walls  brings  out 
the  beautiful  paintings  and  highlights  the 
studded  leather  escarpment  which  sepa- 
rates this  portion  from  the  auditorium 
proper. 

The  triple  tier  of  seats  divided  by  two 
wide  aisles  runs  north  and  south  as  in 
the  old  theatre.  They  are  arranged  in 
a graceful  slant  to  dispel  the  bane  of 
theatre-goers  everywhere — the  craning 
neck.  The  seating  is  modem  in  comfort 
posture  and  pleasing  to  the  eye  as  well. 
They  are  fuUy  upholstered  in  imitation 
leather  and  red  mohair,  specially  selected 
to  harmonize  with  the  interior  decoration. 

The  soft  tan  walls  of  the  auditorium 
are  simply  adorned  and  restful  to  the 
eyes,  with  as  their  only  contrast  four 


This  first  approach  view  of  the  new  air  conditioned  Jewel  Theatre,  at  Mt.  Clemens, 
Michigan,  promptly  impresses  the  mood  for  entertainment.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Air- 
temp  Division,  Chrysler  Corp.J 
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To  solve  scale  problems  in  high  pres- 
sure boilers  economically,  the  North 
American  Fibre  Products  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  now  has  available  a colloidal 
product  in  improved  form.  The  name  of 
it  is  Mogul  Ever  Clean  Boiler  Process. 

Average  treatment  costs  recently  de- 
veloped are  as  low  as  11/2  cents  per  thou- 
sand gallons  of  water  evaporated.  Also, 
it  is  said  to  be  perfectly  harmless  and  is 
guaranteed  not  to  carry  over.  Low  cost 
and  high  effectiveness  are  further  claims 
for  the  new  product. 


square  red  pilasters  simk  in  each  side 
wall  together  with  an  expanse  of  lined 
gray  panelling.  The  keynote  of  the  room 
is  set  in  the  great  crimson  stage  curtain 
which  extends  across  the  stage  itself  and 
makes  two  velvety  half-circles  across  the 
wings,  to  greatly  intensify  the  impression 
of  width  and  sweep. 

Two  exits  are  located  in  each  wing  and 
the  sidewalls  are  further  enhanced  by 
huge  circular  mirrors.  Indirect  lighting 
units  in  the  centers  of  the  mirrors  in- 
tensify the  modern  decorative  scheme  and 
reflect  the  rays  of  circular  indirect  light- 
ing fixtures  in  the  ceiling. 

The  balcony  extends  in  a graceful  curve 
over  about  one-third  of  the  main  floor 
seating  area.  It  is  approached  directly 
from  the  foyer  staircase.  At  an  inter- 
mediate landing  of  the  staircase  two  mod- 
ern hygienically  equipped  toilet  rooms  are 
located,  to  supplement  the  two  larger 
rest  rooms  on  the  main  floor. 

Excellent  vision  is  afforded  the  balcony 
occupants  as  a result  of  the  new  projec- 
tion and  sound  system  which  insures  per- 
fect enjoyment  of  the  film  from  any  point 
in  the  house.  The  decoration  of  the  bal- 
cony, like  that  of  the  main  floor,  is  car- 
ried out  with  an  eye  to  functional  sim- 
plicity. 

The  entire  projection  room  of  the  old 
Bijou  was  remodeled  and  the  most  ap- 
proved types  of  equipment  were  installed 
to  provide  the  utmost  in  steady,  brilliant 
and  uninterrupted  screen  presentation. 

Advanced  Air  Conditioning 

Approaching  the  climax  to  our  recital  of 
the  many  House  Appeal  features  of  the 
rejuvenated  Bijou  Theatre — now  most  fit- 
tingly known  as  the  Jewel — the  air  con- 
ditioning system  calls  for  some  special 


View  of  compressor  room  in  the  Jewel  Theatre,  showing  75  h.p.  Radial  Compressor 
and  appurtenant  equipment  for  automatic  control  of  temperature.  (Photo  courtesy 
Airtemp  Division,  Chrysler  Corp.) 


reference,  since  it  is  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing characteristics  of  the  project.  It  is  a 
comfort  provision  of  unusual  facility. 

The  plant  includes  one  75  h.  p.  14- 
cylinder  Radial  Compressor,  a feature  of 
which  is  its  unique  and  economical  meth- 


N o t e clever 
plaque  treatment 
in  ceiling,  both 
views,  for  intro- 
ducing condi- 
tioned air  into 
the  auditorium. 
(Photos  courtesy 
Airtemp  Divi- 
sion, Chrysler 
Corp.) 


od  of  operation.  It  is  designed  so  that 
instead  of  all  cylinders  functioning  during 
the  operating  cycles  of  the  compressor,  one 
cylinder  at  a time  is  brought  into  play, 
according  to  the  increasing  human  load. 
The  full  complement  of  14  cylinders  will 
be  in  operation  during  periods  of  a full 
house.  As  the  load  diminishes  through 
patrons  leaving,  cylinders  cut  out  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  reduced  load. 

The  cooling  capacity  of  the  compressor 
is  equal  to  the  melting  of  140,000  pounds 
of  ice  every  twenty-four  hours.  The 
system  is  designed  to  handle  24,000  cubic 
feet  of  air  per  minute  and  outside  air  is 
drawn  in  at  the  rate  of  7,200  cubic  feet 
per  minute. 

Thus  in  all  those  cardinal  requirements 
of  the  modern  theatre  which  start  with 
a capital  C — Comeliness,  Comfort  and 
Convenience — the  successor  to  the  old 
Bijou  is  exceptionally  well  possessed. 

The  new  Jewel,  by  reason  of  promotional 
foresight,  efficient  planning  and  saga- 
cious selection  of  modern  materials  and 
equipment,  certainly  represents  our  idea 
of  ingenious  theatre  modernization. 

Offers  New  Booklet  on 

Boiler  Scale  Removal 


At  right,  a view  of  the 
standee  area  in  the 
Jewel,  and  below,  the 
auditorium  with  its  at- 
tractive screen  setting, 
comfortable  seats  and  de- 
lightful  d e c o- 
rating  scheme. 
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By  Gordon  H.  Simmons* 


RECENT  letter  from  the  editor  dis- 
turbed my  equanimity.  It  was  full  of 
suggestions.  He  makes  suggestions 
just  like  Hitler  does,  so  I have  no  re- 
course but  to  salute  smartly  and  goose- 
step  to  the  suggestive  tune  he  plays. 

Among  other  tilings,  says  he,  “I  wonder 
if  you  would  have  the  time  to  scratch  off 
another  1,500  word  article  in  the  nature 
of  an  actual  fireside  chat.”  When  he 
knows  full  well  I write  my  articles  while 
astride  a steam  radiator. 

Further  along  in  this  same  ukase,  he 
opines  that  “in  this  particular  article 
frankness  should  be  the  dominant  motive.” 
I am  wondering  just  a little  about  this 
“suggestion”  of  his  because  while  writing 
all  of  my  articles  to  you  I have  really  felt 
that  my  first  name  should  be  Frank. 
Franklin  D.  Simmons,  if  you  want  to  be 
playful  about  it. 

Quoting  further,  ye  Chief  Scribe  states 
that  “a  candid  picture  of  you  would  work 
in  swell  with  the  article,  provided  it  is 
clean.”  Still  quoting,  “my  original  ref- 
erence to  cleanliness  (he  had  made  a pre- 
vious request  for  a ‘clean’  picture)  re- 
ferred only  to  the  quality  of  photography. 
However,  since  receiving  that  highly  sug- 


First,  the  guy  asks  for  postage  stamps; 
next  it’s  cheroots  and  now,  of  all  things, 
he’s  developed  a yen  for  champagne. 
The  while,  cultivating  an  impression 
that  his  is  purely  a labor  of  love.  In  a 
scientific  way,  we  sometimes  think  he 
is  overtrained.  However,  ice  must  con- 
cede his  sincerity,  his  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  as  well  as  his  ability  to  mix 
metaphors  and  split  infinitives.  Haling 
from  the  Deep  South,  he  probably  also 
knows  how  to  mix  high-balls  scien- 
tifically and  split  magnums  of  cham- 
pagne. Aside  from  personal  admiration, 
his  use  to  us  and  to  our  readers  lies 
essentially  in  his  ability  to  make  plain  a 
much,  but  needlessly,  involved  technical 
subject. — The  Editor. 


gestive  ‘A  Century  of  Progress’  postcard 
of  yours,  I am  inclined  to  let  the  word 
‘clean’  stand  on  all  counts.” 

Just  the  same,  I get  the  general  idea 
that  the  Old  Man  is  in  rare  good  humor 
with  me  at  the  moment.  So  I can  afford 
to  be  charitable  with  him  about  his  as- 
persions on  my  postcard.  Expositions  de- 


The  author  and  his  gang  having  a go  at  contract  when  interrupted  by  the  photog- 
rapher. A jug  of  “something”  loithin  easy  reach,  the  trusty  L.  C,  Smith  on  a table 
nearby  and  nothing  to  do  but  answer  fan  mail.  Mrs.  Simmons  (extreme  right) 
plays  the  hand  ivhich  friend  hubby  apparently  has  over-bid.  Note  air  conditioner 
in  window. 


The  candid  camera  catches  Simmons  at 
work  in  his  air  conditioned  atelier  and 
at  the  precise  point  where  he  dictated 
his  demands  for  more  gratitude — and 
gasoline. 

noting  progress  are  highly  successful  and 
since  I wish  to  be  too,  what  more  natu- 
ral than  for  me  to  make  an  Exposition 
of  Progress  on  a postcard!  The  natural 
inference  is  that  after  a Century  of  Prog- 
ress, I now  ought  to  know  what  con- 
stitutes modern  air  conditioning. 

But  continuing  with  a recital  of  the 
“suggestions”  made  by  our  Editor.  He  says, 
“You  can  mention  what  you  are  trying  to 
accomplish,  what  you  have  accomplished, 
and  you  can  inject  some  of  your  corny 
wisecracks  if  you  want  to.” 

Now,  I don’t  intentionally  wisecrack. 
Many  times  I am  not  aware  of  so  doing. 
Several  months  ago  when  one  Ansel  Moore 
wrote  me  up  in  these  pages  and  stated 
that  I “riddled  my  readers  with  wise- 
cracks until  it  became  a crime,”  I felt 
highly  abused  and  certainly  not  amused. 
But  in  regard  to  what  I am  trying  to  ac- 
complish and  what  I have  accomplished. 
Ah!  There’s  a suggestion  indeed! 


Common  Sense  Safe  Cure 

I don’t  feel  I’ve  accomplished  anything 
or  can  accomplish  anything  all  by  myself. 
You  people  who  have  been  reading  me, 
or  I might  say  “studying  me,”  have  been 
apt  pupils.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  thea- 
tre air  conditioning  as  a practical  science 
is  becoming  better  understood  by  you,  thus 
enabling  you  to  more  effectively  apply 
common-sense  corrective  measures  to  your 
air  conditioning  mal-adjustments. 

So  let’s  talk  about  what  we  are  ac- 
complishing, in  true  fireside  chat  style, 
while  I sit  by  my  radiator  and  dictate. 
I will  try  to  have  a “clean”  picture  taken 
of  me  and  my  radiator  while  we  both  try 
to  warm  up  the  subject  of  air  conditioning. 

Nobody  knows  like  I do  the  troubles  you 
have.  You  must  consider  me  something 
like  a weeping  willow  tree  for  some  you 
figuratively  shed  tears  of  exasperation  and 
despair  in  your  letters  to  me.  And  this 
is  as  it  should  be.  I am  honored  by  your 
confidence,  which  usually  enables  me  to 
rip  your  problems,  wide  open  by  mail  so 
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that  you  can  see  what’s  wrong.  Many 
times  you  can  apply  the  remedy. 

I am  not  unaware  that  when  my  voice 
is  raised  on  air  conditioning  matters  it 
is  pretty  well  heard  on  the  North  American 
Continent.  Possibly  not  to  the  extent  that 
Jack  Benny  is  heard,  but  there  is  a dif- 
ference between  “talk”  and  “saying  some- 
thing.” (Fred  Allen,  please  note.) 

I am  not  unaware  that  my  responsi- 
bility to  you  is  great.  I must  give  you 
facts,  unbiased  by  any  personal  slant  and 
couched  in  easily  understandable  terms. 
I doubt  if  I am  being  misunderstood  by 
anybody.  Yet  there  is  a limit  to  what  can 
be  accomplished  by  publication  of  articles 
and  by  correspondence.  Sometimes  a per- 
sonal visit  is  the  only  way  a thoroughly 
messed-up  job  can  be  straightened  out. 
So  I gladly  give  of  my  time,  but  I can- 
not give  of  gasoline  when  the  distance 
from  Milwaukee  is  great. 

The  nose  of  my  Zephyr  has  been  stuck 
into  many  of  your  parking  lots  while  I 
groped  around  in  your  basements  and 
messed  up  my  Sunday  clothes  trying  to 
figure  out  what  you  should  do  to  the  gosh- 
awful  bunch  of  gadgets  you  bought  at 
random  and  whose  proper  place  is  the 
junk  yard. 

Corny  Cracks  a Relief 

So  if  I give  vent  to  my  feelings  by  an 
occasional  wise-crack,  please  be  charitable. 
I do  try  to  analyze  your  installations  in 
your  interests:  even  forgetting  my  own. 
But  I’m  going  to  remember  it  now.  So, 
before  inviting  your  inspector  to  inspect 
the  skeleton  in  your  closet,  at  least  get 
the  worst  dirt  out  of  there.  And  don’t  be 
backward  about  filling  my  tank  with  gas 
or  me  with  beer  and  breakfast  and  bed- 
ding. 

I don’t  object  to  giving  you  a plan.  Jeff 
Rebstock,  who  lives  way  down  in  the  Delta 
coimtry  below  New  Orleans,  got  one  on  a 
piece  of  store  wrapping  paper.  Both  of 
us  being  Southerners — from  the  Deep 
South — the  question  of  a fee,  if  raised, 
would  have  embarrassed  us.  But  he  paid 
one  according  to  his  own  ideas  and  in  a 
most  delightful  way.  I found  my  hotel  bill 
paid  and  a case  of  Gulf-kissed  shrimp  in 
the  rear  of  my  car,  while  I had  a case  of 
— let’s  call  it  soda  water — within  me. 

Now,  I know  the  thing  you  all  need  most 
is  a plan.  You  can  be  depended  upon  to 
do  everything  else  required  after  you  get 
it,  because  so  many  of  you  have  already 
demonstrated  your  ability  to  follow  a plan. 
But  some  equipment  salesmen,  plumbersi, 
and  hardware  dealers  have  demonstrated 
their  ability  to  persuade  you  to  change 
plans  according  to  their  ideas. 

Remember,  it  is  your  theatre,  and  your 
money  to  spend  properly  or  throw  away 
if  you  want  to.  But  the  plans  I send  you 
cost  me  an  average  of  $6.02  apiece  and 
this  is  my  money.  So  don’t  ask  me  as  a 
doctor  to  prescribe  for  you  at  my  expense 
unless  you  intend  to  take  my  prescription. 
When  requesting  a plan,  should  you  en- 
close a check  for  the  above  amount,  it 
will  not  be  returned;  but  a check  is  not 
necessary  to  get  it. 

Heroism  a Hobby 

Why  am  I doing  this?  It  does  seem  rash 
and  somewhat  unreal  in  show  business; 
but  I’m  a pioneer.  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
anybody  jumping  into  the  lake  with  his 
clothes  on  to  try  and  pull  somebody  out 
of  the  water  who  couldn’t  swim?  Well, 
you  can’t  swim  in  this  air  conditioning 


sea  of  confusion;  but  I can,  the  while 
supporting  some  poor  struggling  theatre 
owner  who  got  entangled  in  the  weeds  of 
sales  talk  and  became  weighted  down  with 
outmoded  gadgets. 

The  hopeful  hero  who  jumps  into  the 
water  to  help  another  fellow  out  of  it 
doesn’t  usually  sit  down  on  the  bank  and 
argue  about  a fee  before  he  jumps  in. 
Should  the  rescued  one  later  on  display 
gratitude  by  offering  a reward,  it  can  as 
gratefully  be  accepted. 

And  I am  getting  my  rewards  in  the 
gold  of  friendship  and  confidence:  in  the 
silver  of  personal  jibes  at  me  tendered  in 
the  spirit  of  jest.  All  such  to  me  is  com- 
pensation. Tlie  graceful  things  you  have 
done  for  me  and  the  outrageous  things 
you  have  done  to  me  have  caused  me  to 
realize  that  whether  I have  merited  your 
esteem  or  not,  I’ve  sure  got  something  to 
remember  you  by. 

As  to  what  has  been  accomplished,  and 
since  the  editor  has  “requested”  a re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  nation  for  this 
annual  round-up,  the  following  may  be  of 
interest: 

Quite  definitely,  you  fellows  are  paying 
more  attenton  to  suitability  of  a piece  of 
apparatus  as  well  as  size.  You  are  giving 
much  more  attention  to  its  proper  location 
within  your  building  and  better  regard  to 
its  ease  of  connection  to  other  equipment, 
as  well  as  proper  servicing. 

I haven’t  yet  been  able  to  persuade  you 
to  open  your  fresh  air  dampers  during 
the  winter,  at  least  sufficiently  to  keep 
your  houses  properly  aired,  but  I still  have 
hopes.  A few  of  you  have  written  me  on 
the  subject  of  humidity  during  the  winter 
months,  but  I have  begged  off.  Without 


Efficient  air  distribution  throughout  the 
auditorium  without  detriment  to  archi- 
tectural design  is  a problem  frequently 
encountered  in  theatre  air  conditioning. 
This  as  well  as  a provision  for  draftless 
air  distribution  are  matters  of  consider- 
able concern  to  the  management  of  mod- 
ern theatres. 

This  view  of  the  interior  of  the  High- 
land Theatre,  in  Akron,  Ohio,  looking  to- 
ward the  stage,  shows  an  interesting  ap- 


winter  fresh  air  in  your  houses,  you  don’t 
need  humidity.  Your  customers  will  hu- 
midify the  air  for  you — with  their  sweat. 

All  Is  Lovely  Now 

Anybody  who  writes  me  saying,  “I’m 
using  lots  of  fresh  air  and  now  I want 
humidity,”  will  get  it.  I have  humidity 
in  my  home — and  fresh  air,  too.  Some 
time  ago  I confessed  to  you  that  my  own 
home  was  unconditioned  and  told  my  tale 
of  woe  about  the  havoc  wrought  by  dry 
atmosphere  and  soot.  Now,  I am  happy 
to  report  a different  situation. 

The  little  woman  threw  out  our  old 
rug  dess  than  two  years  old)  and  went 
down  to  the  furniture  mart  and  pur- 
chased a rug  into  which  my  shoes  sink 
above  the  soles  and  which  was  made  in 
a foreign  country.  I promptly  fell  in  love 
with  it  because  it’s  all  mine — except  for 
23  payments  yet  to  be  made. 

I loved  that  rug  so  well  that  I imme- 
diately began  to  do  things  to  protect  it. 
I installed  an  air  conditioner  in  my  living 
room  window  that  filters  all  the  soot  out 
of  the  air  and  gives  me  fresh  air,  as  much 
or  as  little  of  it  as  I want.  It  cost  me 
$59.95  and  I already  had  a humidifier 
which  cost  me  $15.00.  Now  all  of  my  win- 
dows are  tightly  sealed,  nevermore  to  be 
opened.  And  Mrs.  S.  opines  that  she  might 
as  well  throw  away  her  dust  mop,  too. 

There’s  no  theatre,  no  matter  how  small 
nor  how  cramped  the  budget,  that  can’t 
afford  at  least  this  much.  A filter  for 
$150.00  is  lots  of  filter,  and  of  course  the 
fresh  air  is  free.  Well,  at  least  this  much 
has  been  accomplished  for  both  you  and 
me. 

In  regard  to  what  some  of  us  are  still 
(Continued  on  page  63) 


plication  of  “dual  deflectors,”  a patented 
development.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  these 
deflectors  blend  quite  nicely  with  the  deco- 
rative design  of  the  ceiling  and  on  each 
side  of  the  screen  at  the  proscenium  arch. 

The  artistic  application  of  an  air  condi- 
tioning system  through  the  cooperation  of 
the  engineer  with  the  theatre  designer  is 
quite  apparent  in  this  picture  supplied 
through  the  courtesy  of  U.  S.  Air  Condi- 
tioning Corporation. 


BOXOFFICE  March  4,  1939 


37 


(m 


1 

tUe  PmAAdd^  ^5!^  u y r 


By  D.  W.  McLenegan' 


MT  is  axiomatic  that  every  feature  of  a 
moving  picture  theatre  is  rated  by  its 
boxoffice  appeal.  And  a few  years 
ago,  many  theatres  added  the  big  feature 
— air  conditioning — to  bolster  up  sag- 
ging boxoffice  returns  during  the  sum- 
mer. This  was  the  first  introduction  the 
general  public  had  to  air  conditioning, 
and  the  feature  went  over  big. 

The  words,  “Air  Conditioned’’  on  the 
marquee  were  magic.  But  as  in  the  case 
of  any  picture,  this  feature  had  to  live 
up  to  its  title  and  reputation.  It  had  to 
give  the  public  what  it  wanted,  in  this 
case,  comfort.  Unfortunately,  because  of 
misunderstandings  over  the  new  art,  some 
theatre  operators  in  the  early  days  pro- 
vided only  cooling  and  often  too  much  of 
it,  leaving  their  patrons  cold  and  clammy. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  moving 
picture  theatre  operators  found  that  the 
true  boxoffice  appeal  of  air  conditioning 
was  in  real  summer  comfort.  And  for 
real  summer  comfort,  the  equipment  had 
to  remove  excess  moisture  as  well  as  ex- 
cess heat  from  the  air.  Furthermore,  the 
air  had  to  be  fresh,  clean,  free  from  ob- 
jectionable odors,  and  circulated  without 
drafts.  And  these  fundamental  functions 
are  the  standard  in  theatre  air  condition- 
ing today. 

Use  Technique  Improved 
The  leading  air  conditioning  manufac- 
turers working  with  theatre  operators  have 

*Air  Conditioning  Dept.,  General  Elec- 
tric Company. 


greatly  improved  their  technique  in  apply- 
ing air  conditioning  to  give  it  the  great- 
est boxoffice  appeal.  For  example,  it  is 
well-known  that  too  great  a contrast  with 
outdoor  temperature  is  undesirable.  It  is 
also  known  that  a temperature  that  feels 
right  on  first  entering  the  theatre  may 
not  be  cool  enough  for  comfort  after  a 
half  hour  of  “settling  down.”  This  has 
brought  about  in  many  cases  the  practice 
of  only  partly  cooling  the  lobby,  and  pro- 
viding a cooler,  dryer,  and  more  comfort- 
able condition  in  the  theatre  itself.  This 
and  many  other  refinements  have  made 
the  public  aware  of  the  vastly  improved 
comfort  conditions  now  available.  And 
they  like  them;  in  fact,  expect  them. 

Increased  attendance  during  the  sum- 
mer months  has  placed  the  boxoffice  O.  K. 
on  air  conditioning.  The  ever-increasing 
list  of  air  conditioned  theatres  attests  the 
public  demand.  The  percentage  of  air 
conditioned  theatres  to  the  total  is  higher 
than  that  for  any  other  type  of  com- 
mercial venture.  In  fact,  the  growth  of 


The  auditorium  of  the  500-seaf  Cameo 
Theatre,  in  Philadelphia,  is  an  excel- 
lent example  of  provision  for  all-sea- 
son comfort  in  small  capacity  houses. 
It  is  air  conditioned  by  a 40  h.p.  cen- 
tral plant  system,  using  an  evapora- 
tive condenser.  (Photo  courtesy  Air 
Conditioning  Dept.,  General  Elec- 
tric Co.) 


conditioning  in  theatres  has  progressed  to 
such  a point  that  it  is  in  some  localities 
simply  for  survival  in  the  face  of  air  con- 
ditioned competition. 

So  that  today,  the  pulling  power  of  air 
conditioning  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
thoroughness  of  the  job.  An  air  condi- 
tioning installation  that  skimps  on  mois- 
ture removal,  or  on  the  proportion  of 
fresh  air  introduced,  on  air  cleaning  or 
cooling  capacity  produces  less  than  the 
greatest  comfort  possible.  The  patrons 
don’t  know  what  is  specifically  the  matter, 
but  they  do  know  that  they  can  have 
greater  comfort  elsewhere.  And  the  pity 
of  it  is  that  it  costs  little  more  to  do  a 
good  job. 

Opportunity  Overlooked 


A great  many  theatre  operators  who 
are  maintaining  summer  operations  at  a 
profitable  level  by  means  of  air  condi- 
tioning, are,  however,  overlooking  some 
smart  winter  promotion.  Stale  air,  ob- 
jectionable odors,  and  the  presence  of  bac- 
teria and  dirt  are  just  as  bad  in  the  win- 
ter time  as  in  the  summer  time.  Whereas 
only  relatively  small  changes  need  be  made 
in  the  system  to  offer  the  advantages  of 
air  conditioning  the  year-round. 

Consider  these  facts;  It  was  found  in 
one  study  that  air  conditioned  theatres 
had  a lower  streptococci  count  than  un- 
conditioned schoolrooms.  In  the  winter 
time  the  air  is  excessively  dry  and  absorbs 
so  much  moisture  from  the  membranes 
of  the  nose  and  throat  that  these  mem- 
branes are  much  more  likely  to  pick  up 
and  serve  as  centers  of  air  borne  infec- 
tions. An  air  conditioning  system  reduces 
the  source  of  the  infections  by  filtering 
out  a large  percentage  of  the  dust  particles 
which  carry  the  organisms  and  by  intro- 
ducing cleaned  outside  air — and  in  addi- 
tion very  simply  adds  sufficient  moisture 
to  protect  the  membranes.  It  is  a simple 
matter  to  obtain  a count  of  the  bacteria 
or  streptococci  in  the  air  of  a theatre. 
Local  health  authorities  will  be  glad  to 
cooperate.  Thus  with  year-round  air 
conditioning  it  is  possible  to  tell  the  pub- 
lic: “Your  children  will  be  safer  in  this 
theatre.”  And  you  can  tell  them  this  at  a 
time  when  they  are  worried  about  colds 
and  more  serious  infections. 

In  addition  to  the  powerful  health  story, 
year-round  air  conditioning  offers  the 
same  good-will  and  customer  appeal  in 
winter  comfort  as  in  summer  comfort. 
Nothing  but  an  adequate  air  conditioning 
system  with  the  proper  proportion  of  fresh 
air  will  remove  the  odors  arising  from 
damp  coats  and  from  the  bodies  of  peo- 
ple who  are  for  the  most  part  too  heavily 
clothed  for  the  temperature  maintained 
in  the  theatre.  Only  an  air  conditioning 
system  with  its  controls  will  automatically 
maintain  temperature  and  humidity  con- 
ditions at  the  right  level  for  comfort,  re- 
gardless of  the  degree  of  occupancy  of  the 
house.  Even  though  more  people  attend 
the  theatre  in  the  winter  than  in  the 
summer,  they  will  attend  more  frequently 
and  in  greater  numbers  if  they  can  find 
greater  comfort,  and  if  they  are  shown 
("Continued  on  page  41) 

The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


- 1- 


WaT 


»«ues  y^ 

,£.  Af 

- X’ac  • » ^ jerseV 

S^ision.  Ca 

ne  late  ^°^v,  videX- 

s^'  ,o 


New  Movie  Sound  Equipment  De- 
signed for  Theatres  of  Every  Size! 

Scoring  a smash  hit  with  motion  picture  fans  at  the 
new  Centre  Theatre  in  Baltimore,  this  latest  achieve- 
ment of  RCA  Photophone  engineers  sets  a new 
standard  for  excellence  in  sound  reproduction. 

It  assures  constant  film  speed  with  the  amazing 
new  Shock-Proof  Drive  and  great  Rotary  Stabilizer. 
New  styling... new  convenience... new  protection 
...new  added  reserve  power...  it  offers  the  kind  of 
sound  that  means  biggest  box-office  ever.  Get  full 
details  from  your  RCA  Photophone  representative. 

Listen  to  the  Magic  Key  Sundays,  2 to  ^ P.  M.,  E.  S.T.,  on  NBC  Blue  Network 
Better  sound  means  better  box  office— and  RCA  Tubes  mean  better  sound 


New  Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen  with  Rotary 
Stabilizer  Plus  Shock-Proof  Drive! 

1.  Push-pull  adaptability.  2.  High  frequency  cellular  speakers. 
3.  Large  size,  low  frequency  speakers.  4.  Emergency  stand-by. 
5.  Tube  testing  meter.  6.  Pre-focused  exciter  lamps.  7.  Front 
wail  volume  control.  8.  Accessibility.  9.  Simplified  inner  appara- 
tus oiling.  10.  Economical  operation.  11.  Low  cost  maintenance 
—liberal  service.  12.  Easy  payment  plan. 


RCA  Photophone  s Service  Organization  has  a low  cost  theatre 
service  plan  in  which  you’ll  be  interested. 
Remember.  • . More  than  5,000  theatres  from  coast  to  coast  use 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


There's  No  Closed  Season 
On  the  Pursuit  of  Comfort 

(Continued  from  page  38) 


that  they  will  also  be  guarding  their 
health. 

A Foundation  Exists 

The  foundations  of  winter  air  condi- 
tioning are  already  laid  with  the  installa- 
tion of  summer  air  conditioning.  To  omit 
the  slight  extra  provision  for  winter 
ventilation,  tempering,  and  humidifying 
is  to  waste  a good  part  of  the  original  in- 
vestment, and  to  pass  up  the  opportunity 
for  spreading  the  investment  and  ex- 
tending the  profits  of  air  conditioning  over 
the  entire  year. 

Recent  developments  in  the  air  condi- 
tioning industry  have  brought  condition- 
ing within  the  grasp  of  even  the  smallest 
neighborhood  theatres.  The  new  “pack- 
aged units”  which  are  being  manufac- 
tured in  capacities  up  to  10  tons  of  cool- 
ing, may  be  used  in  pairs  or  in  multiple. 
They  too  are  designed  with  provision 
made  to  adapt  them  for  year-round  con- 
ditioning. These  new  units  take  little 
floor  space,  and  can  be  installed  quickly. 

The  cost  of  theatre  air  conditioning  is 
now  relatively  stable.  Minor  improvements 
in  equipment  are  constantly  being  made, 
but  they  will  have  little  effect  on  the  over- 
all cost.  Here  are  some  general  nation- 
wide figures  for  small  theatres  based  on 
averages  which  ignore  the  varying  re- 
quirements in  the  different  sections  of  the 
country.  Sixty  tons  of  cooling  capacity 
per  thousand  seats  is  the  average  practice 
and  represents  fairly  good  performance 
and  a good  economic  choice.  For  small 


Another  Philadelphia  theatre,  the 
Rialto,  seating  800,  is  similarly  equipped 
for  year  ’round  conditioning  with  a 
50  h.p.  system  and  evaporative  con- 
denser. Noteworthy  in  both  installa- 
tions is  the  effective  treatment  of  air 
intakes  in  ceiling.  (Photo  courtesy  Air 
Conditioning  Dept,  of  General  Electric 
Company) . 

theatres  the  investment  cost  is  about  $250 
per  ton  for  the  complete  job  including 
installation.  The  owning  and  operating 
cost  is  about  $90  per  ton  per  year,  based 


on  a 10-year  write-off  of  the  equipment. 
This  means  that  each  ton  serves  16  seats, 
and  thus  for  500  shows  a year  the  air 
conditioning  will  cost  but  one  cent  per 
admission.  Remember  that  these  figures 
will  vary  from  city  to  city,  with  the  size 
and  construction  of  the  house,  and  the 
climate,  but  they  will  serve  as  a rough 
guide  to  prospective  purchasers  of  air 
conditioning. 

Air  conditioning  has  established  itself 
as  a boxoffice  builder  through  its  work 
during  the  summer  months.  In  the  same 
way  winter  air  conditioning  pays  its  own 
way  and  enables  exhibitors  to  capitalize 
fully  on  this  long-run  feature  attraction. 


Voltage  Regulator  on 

Aid  to  Better  Sound 

In  motion  picture  theatres  the  auto- 
matic voltage  regulator  is  becoming  widely 
used  to  stabilize  the  A.C.  input  to  the 
sound  system  and  prevent  A.C.  line  volt- 
age fluctuations  from  causing  changes  in 
sound  intensity  on  the  screen. 


It  is  usually  only  necessary  to  stabilize 
the  A.C.  input  to  the  exciter  lamp  recti- 
fier but  in  some  cases  it  is  desirable  to 
stabilize  the  A.C.  input  to  the  system  am- 
plifier as  well,  according  to  information 
received  from  the  Raytheon  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  who  say: 

“The  size  of  the  voltage  regulator  se- 
lected varies  from  installation  to  installa- 
tion, but  from  orders  received  we  would 


say  that  the  VR-5  500-watt  size  is  ap- 
propriate for  most  theatres.” 

A good  voltage  regulator  is  said  to  perm- 
anently correct  the  varying  voltage  condi- 
tions that  are  generally  encountered  and 
provides  the  constant  A.C.  voltage  so  es- 
sential for  the  effective  operation  of  sound 
equipment.  Since  the  regulator  will  stab- 
ilize at  any  load  within  rating,  it  may  be 
used  as  an  accessory  to  installed  devices. 


mm 


N 


Among  the  Most  Recent  Repeat  Orders — 

Alter  seating  several  theatres  for  Wilby-Kincey  Circuit  in  At- 
lanta, Georgia,  wre  just  finished  seating  the  new  theatre  at 
Durham,  Chapel  Hill,  and  High  Point,  No.  Carolina,  and  Birm- 
ingham, Alabama. 

Thank  you,  Wilby-Kincey! 


N 
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LITERATURE 


Unrelouched  Phoio^rnph 


Did  you  ever  throw  a carpet  away 
because  the  BACK  was  worn  out? 


No,  of  course  not. 

It’s  the  face  of  the  carpet  that 
gets  the  wear.  That’s  why 
Alexander  Smith  puts  all  the 
wool  . . . ei'ery  single  ounce  into 
the  face  oI'Crestwood  Carpet. 

100'^°  wool  face  is  one  reason 
for  GresTWOOD’s  amazing  wear 
record  . . . one  reason  why 


CreSTWOOD  is  America’s 
biggest-selling  carpet. 

There  are  many  other  reasons 
of  course.  We’ll  he  delighted  to 
demonstrate  them  to  you.  Just 
telephone  MUrray  Hill  4-7500, 
Extension  17.  Or  write  Contract 
Carpet  Division,  Alexander 
Smith  & Sons  Carpet  Co., 
295  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH 


Crestwood  Carpet 


The  following  concerns  have  recently 
filed  copies  of  interesting  descriptive  lit- 
erature with  The  Modern  Theatre  In- 
formation Bureau.  Readers  who  wish 
copies  of  such  literature  may  obtain  them 
promptly  by  addressing  The  Modern  Thea- 
tre, 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Anemostat  Corporation  of  America, 
New  York  City,  has  filed  a copy  of  a pro- 
fusely illustrated  folder  on  “Draftless  Air 
Distribution  with  Anemostats.”  Folder  is 
also  accompanied  by  specifications,  capa- 
city details  and  data  on  the  Anemostat 
method  of  draftless  air  diffusion. 

Carrier  Corporation,  of  Syi’acuse,  N.  Y., 
submits  a new  air  conditioning  catalogue 
of  16  pages  covering  ecpripment  for  many 
uses  from  a single  room  to  an  entire 
building.  Provides  easy  means  of  quick 
reference  on  selection  and  application  of 
products. 

Airtemp  Division,  Chrysler  Corpora- 
tion, of  Dayton,  Ohio,  offers  catalogue 
A. I. A.  File  No.  30-F-2  in  complete  de- 
scription of  Chrysler  Airtemp’s  Radial 
Compressor,  engineered  especially  for  air 
conditioning.  Profusely  illustrated,  in- 
cluding technical  details  and  dimensional 
data. 

Mohawk  Carpet  Mills,  Inc.,  of  Amster- 
dam, N.  Y.,  offers  a 24-page  brochure  en- 
titled “Hand  Book  on  Mohawk  Rugs  and 
Carpets.”  A practical  education  on  car- 
pet selection  and  application  which  all 
theatre  owners  should  possess. 

North  American  Fibre  Products  Co.  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  submits  an  informative 
booklet  entitled  “Balance,”  dealing  with 
the  solution  of  feed  water  problems  in  the 
operation  of  steam  boilers  in  heating 
plants. 

Raytheon  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Wal- 
tham, Mass.,  presents  an  interesting  bul- 
letin of  information  on  electrical  char- 
acteristics and  other  data  on  Automatic 
Voltage  Stabilizers  for  the  A.C.  input  to 
theatre  sound  systems.  Prices  are  shown. 

Russell  Uniform  Co.,  of  New  York  City, 
files  a copy  of  the  new  catalogue  No.  46, 
showing  styles  and  describing  a smart 
new  line  of  uniforms  for  ushers,  usher- 
ettes, doormen  and  cashiers.  Price  list  is 
also  available  upon  request. 

Scott  Paper  Co.,  of  Chester,  Pa.,  an- 
nounces the  publication  of  a new  booklet 
“Scott  Washroom  Advisory  Service,”  of- 
fering a comprehensive  plan  for  progres- 
sive management  to  make  washrooms  pay 
dividends  in  goodwill  and  return  patron- 
age. 

Notice:  Manufacturers  of  all  products 
adapted  to  theatre  modernization  or  main- 
tenance are  invited  to  file  latest  copies  of 
their  catalogues  or  descriptive  literature 
with  The  Modern  Theatre  Information 
Bureau. — The  Editor. 
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Picture  Industry  Looks 
Prosperous,  Says  Poor's 

Poor’s  Industry  and  Investment  Sm’vey 
of  February  10,  1939,  particularizes  the 
motion  picture  industry.  The  following 
excerpt  from  the  report  is  significant: 

“The  motion  picture  industry  should 
experience  a better-than-seasonal  im- 
provement in  domestic  theatre  attendance 
and  boxoffice  receipts  during  the  1939 
first  half,  reflecting  increased  consumer 
spending  power  accompanying  this  coun- 
try’s better  economic  status.  With  pro- 
duction budgets  pared  in  past  months,  in 
order  to  offset  the  lower  receipts  then 
prevailing,  reduced  amortization  charges 
should  be  seen.  The  wider  profit  margins 
thereby  effected  will  be  miiTored  in  sub- 
stantially improved  net  results. 

“With  prospects  favoring  an  increase  in 
theatre  attendance,  the  incentive  for 
building  new  film  outlets  has  been  stimu- 
lated in  recent  months.  Although  thea- 
tre construction  during  1938  was  18  per 
cent  below  1937  volume  (according  to 
P.  W.  Dodge  reports),  theatre  construc- 
tion contract  awards  during  the  final 
three  1938  months  were  less  than  9 per 
cent  under  those  of  a year  earlier.  This 
compared  with  a 43  per  cent  decline  regis- 
tered for  the  previous  three-month  period. 
Further  strengthening  tendencies  are  out- 
lined for  early  1939,  at  least.” 

The  report  concludes  with  the  follow- 
ing bit  of  advice  to  security  holders: 
“Most  equities  representing  the  motion 
picture  industry  should  be  held  at  pre- 
vailing market  levels,  in  view  of  the  sat- 
isfactory earnings  outlook.” 


Install 

DAY-LITE  SHUTTERS 

(Patent  Pending) 


on  your  present  projectors  and  with 
the  same  lamps,  screen  and  lenses 
you  are  now  using  you’ll  have  the 
kind  of  projection  you’ve  always 
wanted — pure  white,  clear  definition, 
and  free  from  glare  and  flicker.  The 
“Magic  Eye”  does  it. 

Get 

BETTER  PROJECTION 

at  lowest  possible  cost.  Nothing  to 
buy  but  a pair  of  DAY-LITE  SHUT- 
TERS and  you  have  High  Intensity 
efficiency  on  your  screen.  Install 
them  in  ten  minutes  on  any  stand- 
ard projector. 

Write  for  Details  on  Our  3-Day  Prove-It-At- 
No-Risk  Trial  Proposition. 

COLORTONE  SALES  CORPORATION 

120  S.  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


NEW  LOW  PRICES 

PROVEN  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 


THREE  TYPES  OF 
COOLING  EQUIPMENT 


Dual  Deflector.  Devel- 
oped and  patented  by 
UsAIRco.  AsRiires  com- 
plete control  of  air  dis- 
tribution. 


Arctic  IVu-Air  Bloicer.  (guaranteed  to 
meet  and  often  exceed  all  recopnized 
^ ratinps.  Perfectly  balanced,  sturdy, 
powerful,  quiet.  Simply,  efficiently 
engineered.  Multi  V-Bclt  silent  drive. 


Kooler-Aire  Heat  Transfer  Chamber 
(Air  Washer).  Correctly  designed  for 
maximum  cooling  results,  using  water  ^ 
of  varying  temperatures.  Furnished 
with  multiple  banks  of  atomizing 
nozzles  for  cold  water  application. 


Ifydraulic  Variable 
Speed  Pulley.  Re- 
mote Control.  Used 
on  over  6000  Arctic 
Nu-Air  Blowers. 


Air  Velocity  Equal- 
izerand  Atmospheric 
Balancer. 


WRITE  TODAY  for  prices  and  construction 
details  of  USAIRCO  Theatre  Cooling  Equip- 
ment, the  Biggest  Buy  in  Theatre  Air  Con- 
ditioning. Efficient  design  — quiet  opera- 
tion — low  operating  cost  — long  life, 
USAIRCO  equipment  is  the  finest  product 
of  an  engineering  staff  that  has  specialized 
for  1.5  years  in  the  Theatre  field.  With  this 
equipment  and  USAIRCO’s  engineering  ser- 
vice, you  can  get  3 types  of  cooling:  Arctic 
Nu-Air  — Fresh  Air  in  Motion;  Kooler-Aire 
— W ashed  Air  in  Motion;  Cold  Water  Kooler- 
Aire  — for  55°  water  application. 

YOU  GET  MORE  for  your  money  from 
USAIRCO  — better  equipment  and  engineer- 
ing, with  eontrols  that  make  USAIRCO  cool- 
ing responsive  to  the  needs  of  every  day. 


COOL 
MORE  PEOPLE 
BETTER  WITH 
YOUR 


MAIL  THIS  COUPON  NOW 


U,  S.  AIR  CONDITIONING  CORP.  i 

2101  Kennedy  St.  N.  E..  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Send  full  details  on  USAiRCO  cooling  equip* 
ment.  prices  and  Engineering  Service. 

_Have  you  any  Cooling 
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ELEMENTS  OF  AN  AIR  CONDITIONING  SYSTEM 


To  CLARIFY  the  conception  of  air 
conditioning,  either  complete  or 
partial,  in  the  minds  of  our  readers, 
we  present  here  a check-chart  embracing 
the  principal  considerations  involved. 
Under  each  heading  is  grouped  several 
elements,  one  or  more  of  which  must  be 
taken  into  account  in  the  purchase  of  an 
air  conditioning  system.  Requirements 
may  be  noted  by  merely  checking  the  list. 


Heating 

Heating  Surface  □ 

Piping  □ 

Valves  □ 

Traps  □ 

Insulation  □ 

Unit  Heaters  □ 

Cooling 

Compressors  □ 


G-E  FLUORESCENT  MAZDA  LAMPS 


give  more  light . . . brilliant  colors 
. . . relieve  air  conditioning  systems 


The  new  Lakeivood  Theatre  lobby  in  Dallas  is  lighted 
u'ith  daylight  fluorescent  Mazda  lamps,  used  for 
silhouette  strip  lighting  of  the  mirror  ceiling.  E.  C. 
Zrenner  of  tfie  Interstate  Circuit,  and  H.  F.  Petti- 
grew, the  architect,  planned  this  installation. 


Fluorescent  lighting  should  be  an  im- 
portant consideration  to  every  theatre 
owner  who  has  installed  or  who  contemplates 
installing  an  air  conditioning  system.  For 
these  new  G-E  Fluorescent  MAZDA  lamps 
not  only  give  several  times  more  light  than 
ordinary  incandescent  lamps  of  the  same 
wattage  and  color  . . . but  for  the  same  amount 
of  light,  they  are  50  per  cent  cooler.  Thus, 
fluorescent  lighting  puts  less  burden  on  air 
conditioning  plants. 

The  new  Lakewood  Theatre  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
offers  a good  example  of  the  effective  use  of 
fluorescent  lighting.  In  the  lobby,  for  example, 
daylight  fluorescent  MAZDA  lamps  have  been 
used  for  silhouette  strip  lighting  of  the  ceil- 
ing, which  itself  is  a huge  reflecting  mirror. 
Available  in  gold,  pink,  blue,  green,  and  red 
in  addition  to  white  and  daylight,  G-E  Fluo- 
rescent Mazda  lamps  offer  a wide  range  of 
lighting  applications  for  marquees,  foyers, 
auditoriums,  lounges,  and  displays. 

For  further  information,  write  to  General 
Electric  Co.,  Dept.  166-BO-C,  Nela  Park, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Daylight  fluorescent  lamps  behind  the  mirror  provide 
u'ell-dijjused  light  in  the  ladies'  lounge.  A wall  um 
with  incandescent  lamps  can  be  seen  in  the  mirror. 


The  new  G-E  Fluorescent  Mazda  lamps  come 
in  18,  24,  and  36-inch  lengths  and  in  15,  20,  and 
30-watt  sizes.  Prices  run  from  $1.50  to  $2.10. 


GENERAL  AELECTRIC 


Condensers  

Receivers  

Refrigerant  

Cooling  Surface 

Tanks  

Pumps  

Wells  

Insulation  

Steam  Ejectors 

Ice  Bunkers  

Unit  Coolers  


HxnVnDIFICATION 


Humidifiers  

Dehumidifiers  

Air  Washers  

Spray  Nozzles  

Piping  

Pumps  

Valves  

Water  Heaters  

Insulation  

Silica  Gel  

Calcium  Chloride  

Neutralizers  

Unit  Conditioners  

Cleaning 


Filters  

Screens  

Air  Washers  

Louvres  

Dust  Collectors  

Ozonation  

Ionization  

Cabinet  Filters  

Distribution 


Fans  

Ducts  

Grilles  

Dampers  

Access  Panels  

Diffusers  

Mushrooms  

Silencers  

Insulation  

Unit  Ventilators  

Roof  Ventilators  

Indication  and  Control 

Thermometers  

Thermostats  

Hygrostats  

Regulators  

Recording  Instruments  

Remote  Temperature  Indicators... 

Solenoid  Valves  

Electric  Controls  

Wiring  

Pneumatic  Controls  

Air  Compressors  

Piping  


Power 


Motors  

Starters  

Switches  

Protective  Devices  

Control  Panels  

Wiring  

Turbines  

V-belt  Drives  

Flat  Belt  Drives  

Chain  Drives  

Speed  Reducers  

Sound  Isolation  

Building  Construction 

Insulation  

Awnings  

Weather  Strips  

Roof  
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CONDENSER 


Designed  for  use  with  large  type  air  con- 
ditioning systems,  a new  15-ton  evapora- 
tive condenser  which  it  is  claimed  can 
save  enough  water  in  24  hours  to  fill  the 
average  size  swimming  pool  has  been  an- 
nounced by  the  Research  Division  of 
Carrier  Corporation. 

The  recent  extension  of  the  range  in 
capacity  for  evaporative  condensers  to  as 
high  as  200  tons  of  refrigeration  marks 
another  step  in  air  conditioning’s  contri- 
bution to  the  communities  where  city 
water  supply  and  disposal  are  a problem. 
Larger  capacity  units  now  have  the  same 


advantages  that  small  units  possess,  and 
are  showing  a saving  in  the  amount  of 
water  used  and  power  and  pumping  costs, 
according  to  Carrier  engineers. 

Some  idea  of  the  water  conservation 
afforded  by  these  new  machines  can  be 
gained  from  the  announcement  that  suf- 
ficient water  is  saved  by  a 100-ton  con- 
denser to  fill  the  average  swimming  pool 
in  four  hours.  Formerly  in  four  sizes 
ranging  from  10  to  40  tons  capacity,  the 
condensers  are  now  available  in  27  sizes 
ranging  from  10  to  200  tons  for  freon 
or  methyl  chloride. 

Evaporative  condensers  have  been  re- 
placing water  cooled  or  air  cooled  sys- 
tems, especially  in  regions  where  water 
rates  are  high  and  where  water  pressures 
are  inadequate  or  fluctuate. 


JUST  LIKE  MOHAWKS 


Even  continuous  performance  doesn’t  tire 
these  strapping,  able-bodied  Mohawks — the 
Hercules  of  Theater  Carpets.  Tramping  feet 
. . . scuffling  feet . . . wet  feet — Mohawk  re- 
sists them  all — for  these  thick-ribbed  carpets 
are  woven  with  stout-hearted  strength.  Con- 
stant cleaning  . . . repeated  shampooings  . . . 
Mohawk  comes  through  them  like  a giant 
refreshed.  Whatever  color,  pattern,  or  price 
you  want,  you’ll  find  in  the  popular  Rialto, 
Scotia,  or  Broadway  Group.  Before  recarpet- 
ing write  to  Mohawk  — and  get  the  facts. 


BOXOFTICE  March  4,  1939 
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A Chronology  of  Correspondence  in 
the  Cause  of  Service 


Many  devout  patrons  of  this  depart- 
ment may  wonder  at  the  temporary 
displacement  of  its  regular  conduc- 
tor, Mr.  Gordon  H.  Simmons.  A brief  ex- 
planation, we  believe,  is  therefore  in  order, 
that  we  may  at  once  dispel  any  fears  that 
our  worthy  collaborator  may  have  taken  a 
run-out  powder. 

As  you  already  may  have  noted,  Mr. 
Simmons  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue; 
a feature  position  having  been  assigned  to 
him.  Like  the  patient,  persevering  acro- 
bat, the  Job-like  juggler  or  the  ingenious 
maestro  of  the  trained  seals,  he  has  long 
held  the  less  desirable  next-to-closing  spots 
on  the  program.  In  this  issue,  at  least, 
he  rates  a "feature,”  with  his  “A  Fireside 
Chat  With  My  Constituents.” 

Now  that  Simmons  has  been  disposed  of, 
for  the  nonce  at  least,  we  can  think  of 
no  better  substitute  for  his  performance 
herein  than  to  publish,  unexpurgated  and 
with  permission,  a log  of  his  correspon- 
dence with  one  Mr.  Irving  Synnes,  of  the 
Alamo  Theatre,  in  New  London,  Iowa. 
This  intimate  exchange,  typical  of  what 
is  transpiring  daily  in  the  conduct  of  this 
department,  will  afford  some  interesting 
slants  on  the  modus  operandi  of  this  man 
Simmons. 

In  this  instance,  the  interchange  began 
last  November  4th,  with  the  opening  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Synnes.  Thus  we  follow  it 
along  in  chronological  order  to  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a not  far  distant  happy  con- 
clusion. 

(November  4,  1938) 

“Dear  Mr.  Simmons: 

"I  operate  a 330-seat  theatre  and  am 
having  trouble  with  the  air  distribution 
from  our  blower.  I have  enclosed  a rough 
sketch  of  the  house.  We  have  a 20,000 
cubic  feet  per  minute  blower  and  an  air 
washer. 

“We  admit  the  air  on  each  side  of  the 
screen,  the  outlets  are  30  inches  square  and 
are  12  feet  from  the  floor.  We  have  di- 
rectional louvres  in  each  outlet.  Tlie  air 
is  exhausted  out  the  front  doors  and  two 
roof  vents.  We  have  severe  drafts  in  places 
and  dead  spots  in  other  parts  of  the  house 
or  a backward  motion  of  the  air  which  is 
very  objectionable. 

“I  am  wondering  if  we  could  run  a 
duct  on  each  side  along  the  ceiling  the 
full  length  of  the  house  and  have  outlets 
at  intervals  on  the  side  or  bottom  of  each 
duct  and  by  so  doing  get  better  air  dis- 
tribution without  excessive  drafts. 

“I  will  greatly  appreciate  any  sugges- 


tions you  may  have  to  offer.  This  is  a 
small  town  and  any  elaborate  equipment  is 
out  of  our  reach.  Our  present  equipment 
does  a good  job  of  cooling  and  ventilation 
under  most  conditions  as  we  run  at  night 
only,  except  for  poor  air  distribution. 

“Thanking  you  and  trusting  I may  hea: 
from  you  at  your  convenience,  I am, 
(Signed)  Synnes.” 

(November  8,  1938) 

“Dear  Mr.  Synnes: 

“I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  enclosing 
sketch  and  I want  to  compliment  you  on 
the  neatness  of  your  drawing. 

“Troubles  can  be  diagnosed  quite  easily 
when  a sketch  such  as  yours  is  submitted. 
Lots  of  theatre  owners  content  themselves 
with  writing  a letter,  but  letters  do  not 
alv/ays  give  me  a true  picture  of  the 
problem. 

“Many  small  theatres  have  installations 
such  as  yours,  and  some  of  them  have 
voiced  the  same  complaint.  But  the  rem- 
edy is  quite  simple  and  inexpensive  to 
effect.  A duct  system  down  the  length 
of  the  house  would  be  grand  but  I’d  never 
use  it  in  a theatre  of  the  width  and  depth 
of  yours  because  it  is  not  necessary. 

“I  am  doing  a new  theatre  job  up  in 
Wisconsin  that  is  a duplicate  of  yours,  but 
I am  only  using  10,000  c.f.m.  of  air.  And 
I am  admitting  this  air  through  a long 
and  narrow  grille  22  by  120  inches  centered 
directly  above  the  stage  with  the  tip  of 
the  grille  18  inches  below  the  auditorium 
ceiling. 

“This  grille  was  specially  made  for  the 
job  and  cost  $62.00.  Proper  air  supply 


Are  You  Confused? 

The  subject  of  Air  Conditioning  ex- 
plained in  common,  non-technical, 
every-day  terms  becomes  less  baffling 
to  the  matt  who  wants  to  buy  equip- 
ment. If  you  are  confused  regarding 
the  application  of  air  conditioning  to 
your  theatre,  write  a letter  to  Gordon 
H.  Simmons,  926  N.  Cass  Avenue, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  outlining  your 
conditions,  seating  eapacity,  room 
dimensions,  present  equipment,  etc- 
Give  him  the  facts,  ENCLOSE  POST- 
AGE for  reply  and  he’ll  be  glad  to 
analyze  your  layout  and  give  you  un- 
biased recommendations  on  your  re- 
quirements. 


grilles  are  essential  for  elimination  of 
drafts.  The  ones  you  have  are  quite  un- 
suitable. 

“Your  vents  are  in  the  wrong  place.  A 
large  percentage  of  your  air  escapes 
through  your  vents  before  it  has  a chance 
to  do  any  work,  so  perhaps  this  is  why 
you  have  to  use  so  much  of  it. 

“I  suggest  that  you  place  two  vents  in 
the  rear  of  your  house  and  locate  them 
snugly  in  each  corner  so  that  if  you  want 
to  you  can  run  the  duct  right  down  to  the 
floor,  which  is  what  I always  do. 

“Place  two  spinner  tops  on  these  vents, 
each  capable  of  handling  5,000  c.f.m.  of 
air,  and  a register  grille  at  the  ceiling 
line  as  well  as  at  the  floor.  In  this  way, 
you  can  vent  the  air  from  the  ceiling 
line  during  hot  weather,  while  in  the  win- 
ter time  you  can  take  it  from  the  floor. 

“You  might  find  that  four  inches  of 
rockwool  in  bats  over  your  ceiling  would 
greatly  reduce  your  cooling  load,  thus 
enabling  you  to  use  a smaller  quantity  of 
air.  This  rockwool  insulation  is  not  costly 
and  does  save  fuel  in  the  winter  as  well. 
Twelve  cents  per  square  foot  in  place 
would  be  a maximum  price. 

“I  assume  you  have  a hydraulic  speed 
regulator  on  your  blower.  Most  of  the 
jobs  such  as  yours  have  one.  After  you 
have  made  the  proposed  changes,  try  using 
the  minimum  possible  amount  of  air  to 
maintain  comfort  in  your  house. 

“No  matter  what  is  done,  if  you  open 
your  blower  wide  you  will  get  breeze.  So 
the  answer  to  your  problem  is  to  insulate 
your  attic  (not  less  than  four  inches  of 
rockwool)  against  the  direct  heat  of  the 
sun  and  admit  your  air  differently  so  you 
can  get  comfortable  results  with  only  one- 
half  the  air  you’ve  been  using. 

“You  tell  me  that  you  get  good  cooling 
results.  I’d  like  to  know  if  you  recircu- 
late the  water  in  your  washer  or  use  fresh 
water  all  the  time.  What  is  the  tempera- 
ture of  your  water  on  a hot  day  as  it 
comes  from  the  spigot? 

“Tliis  would  be  interesting  information 
for  me  to  have  and  might  help  me  solve 
the  problem  of  someone  else  in  your  lo- 
cality. 

“I  think  this  letter  completely  covers 
your  case.  If  everything  is  not  quite  clear 
to  you,  let  me  know.  Should  you  be  un- 
able to  install  a long  narrow  grille  directly 
over  your  stage,  two  narrow  grilles  each 
60  by  22  inches  on  each  side  of  it  and 
just  as  close  to  the  ceiling  will  do,  but 
the  other  arrangement  is  preferred.  Be 
sure  that  the  dampers  in  the  present  ex- 
haust vents  are  almost  entirely  closed 
and  completely  so  in  the  winter  time.  But 
the  secret  of  proper  air  diffusion  is  in  the 
type  of  grille  I always  use.  It  breaks  up 
the  air  just  like  the  nozzle  on  a garden 
hose  used  to  water  the  lawn.  (Signed) 
Simmons.” 

(November  14,  1938) 

“Dear  Mr.  Simmons: 

“I  have  your  letter  of  November  8th  and 
I sincerely  wish  to  express  my  appreci- 
ciation  for  the  prompt  and  thorough  at- 
tention you  have  given  to  our  problem. 
I am  certain  the  information  you  have 
so  freely  given  to  us  will  put  an  end  to 
our  troubles. 

“It  will  be  impossible  to  locate  a 22  by 
120-inch  grille  above  our  stage  as  we  only 


46 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


have  18  inches  between  the  stage  arch 
and  the  ceiling,  so  it  will  be  necessary  to 
locate  one  on  each  side  of  the  stage  as 
close  to  the  ceiling  as  possible. 

“The  temperature  of  our  city  water  ir 
hot  weather  runs  from  75  to  80  degrees. 
Our  city  water  is  received  from  two  det 
wells,  one  1,500  feet  deep  and  the  other 
2,700  feet.  It  is  stored  in  a water  tower 
where  it  gets  plenty  hot.  It  is  impossible 
to  secure  well  water  in  sufficient  amount 
for  cooling  without  drilling  at  least  1,500 
feet,  so  that  is  out,  and  we  recirculate 
our  water. 

“Our  air  washer  does  a good  job  of  cool- 
ing under  most  conditions  but  like  all 
air  washers  in  this  locality,  it  does  not 
work  so  good  on  a real  sultry  night  and 
so  then  we  shut  off  the  water  and  just 
run  the  fan. 

“Thanking  you  for  your  kind  consid- 
eration and  trusting  I have  given 
you  the  desired  information,  I am,  (Signed) 
Synnes.” 

(November  15,  1938) 

“Dear  Mr.  Synnes: 

“Many  thanks  for  your  nice  letter  of 
the  14th  inst.  And  with  your  kind  per- 
mission, we  will  publish  it  in  Boxoffice 
giving  your  name  and  address.  I would 
like  other  theatre  owners  to  know  that 
we  can  be  really  helpful  when  given  ade- 
quate information.  This  you  certainly  did 
supply. 

“In  regard  to  the  grilles.  I wish  you 
would  send  me  a sketch  showing  exactly 
where  you  propose  to  install  these.  Spot 
the  openings  from  each  side  wall  and  give 
me  the  dimensions  from  the  floor  as  well 
as  from  the  ceiling. 

“As  I remember  your  original  drawing, 
your  house  is  70  feet  long  by  32  feet  wide. 
Please  check  this.  I sent  your  drawing  to 
the  editor. 

“Due  to  the  information  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  14th,  we  should  use  the 
maximum  amount  of  air  without  getting 
breeze,  and  while  I doubt  if  we  could  use 
more  than  30  c.f.m.  per  seat,  still  if  the 
grille  company  consents  to  our  using  more 
air,  that  would  be  the  thing  to  do. 

“So  this  is  the  reason  why  I’d  like  to 
have  full  dimensioned  sketch  showing  pro- 
posed location  of  grilles  as  well  as  maxi- 
mum size  of  grilles  possible  to  install  in 
locations  shown. 

“I  want  to  specify  the  final  arrangement 
of  these  grilles  and  this  depends  upon 
their  distance  from  the  side  walls  as  well 
as  from  the  floor.  They  will  also  have  to 
be  tagged  at  the  factory  and  marked  ‘this 
side  up.’ 

“So  send  me  the  information  asked  for 
and  I’m  sure  you’ll  get  a good  job.  (Signed) 
Simmons.” 

(November  23,  1938) 

“Dear  Mr.  Simmons: 

“I  have  your  kind  letter  of  November 
15th,  with  further  reference  to  our  air  dis- 
tribution problems.  I have  encountered 
a new  difficulty  inasmuch  as  our  front 
wall  is  made  of  cement  blocks  and  as  it 
now  stands  we  only  have  66  inches  on  each 
side  of  the  stage  to  sidewalls  and  by  in- 
stalling a 60-inch  grille  on  each  side  we 
would  lose  all  our  support  for  the  roof 
at  this  point. 

“I  am  now  having  a contractor  figure  on 
changing  this  wall  so  as  to  accommodate 
the  new  grilles.  As  soon  as  this  is  worked 


SIMMONS'  Q-AND-A  CORNER 

Problems  presented  herein  are  bona  fide  and  are  not  Imaginary  concoctions  for  the  purpose  of  mis- 
representing: reader  interest.  Original  signed  letters  are  on  file  for  examination,  sub.iect  to  the  ap- 
proval of  correspondents. 


From  Upstate  in  Illinois  comes  an  S.O.S. 
from  a theatre  man  who  candidly  admits 
he’s  been  a sucker.  But  he’s  now  willing 
to  pay  for  his  folly,  according  to  the  letter 
which  follows: 

The  Letter:  “I  am  an  ardent  reader  of 
Boxoffice  and  especially  your  department. 
I get  a kick  from  it  and  the  way  you  put 
it  out. 

“In  the  February  4th  issue  you  state, 
‘If  you  are  confused,  write  to  Gordon  and 
he  will  straighten  you  out.’  So  here  goes: 

“First  I think  you  should  Zephyr  down 
here  and  take  a look  at  what  I have  in  the 
way  of  motors,  water  washers,  blowers, 
etc.  I have  bought  everything  that  came 
along  just  like  a drowning  man  and  still 
I haven’t  anything  or  don’t  know  how  to 
use  what  I have.  This  is  why  I wish  you 
would  come  down  and  take  charge  of  the 
job,  for  I know  it  takes  an  engineer  to 
do  it.  I’ve  had  all  the  local  yokels  and 
slick  salesmen  take  me  and  now  I think 
I am  willing  to  pay  for  knowledge. 

“Please  give  me  an  idea  as  to  what  your 
fee  will  be  to  look  over  my  equipment  and 
engineer  the  job.  At  least,  what  will  your 

charges  be  to  make  the  trip  to  

and  give  an  estimate  on  the  complete  job. 
— F.I.  G.” 

The  Answer:  “It  was  indeed  good  to 
hear  from  you.  Letters  such  as  yours  of 
February  9th  make  me  feel  that  through 
our  Air  Conditioning  department  we  are 
really  performing  a worthwhile  and  needed 
service.  I too  get  a kick  out  of  the  way 
you  theatre  owners  respond,  and  I can’t 
understand  for  the  life  of  me  why  the 
Brass  Hats  in  the  air  conditioning  industry 
don’t  get  down  to  earth  and  help  remove 
confusion  and  misinformation  from  a rela- 
tively simple  business. 

“I’ll  be  glad  to  Zephyr  down  to  see  you 
and  take  a look  at  what  you  have  in  the 
way  of  motors,  water  washers,  blowers, 
etc.  And  it  will  only  cost  you  some  gaso- 
line and  what  I can  eat  while  in  your 
midst. 

“If  your  job  is  just  a simple  one,  my 
charge  can  easily  be  very  reasonable.  Or 
none  at  all  should  you  merely  need  some 
simple  directions.  I earn  enough  money 
for  my  modest  needs  without  much  sales 
solicitation,  and  I invariably  ‘temper  the 
wind  for  the  shorn  lamb.’ 

“Once  in  awhile  a plutocrat  hires  me 
and  then  it  is  a thousand  bucks  for  a 
plan.  Personally,  I’d  like  to  forget  all 
about  charges  and  counter-charges  until 
I have  an  opportunity  to  look  over  your 
installation.  I will  then  tell  you  honestly 
what  you  should  do  with  it,  if  anything. 
Maybe  I cannot  even  help  you  at  all. 

“But  I wish  you  would  ascertain  in  the 


meantime  the  temperature  of  your  city 
water  during  the  hottest  summer  weather. 
And  let  me  know  if  anybody  in  your  vi- 
cinity has  a deep  well  from  which  they 
obtain  pretty  cold  water. 

“Mr at  Terre  Haute  sunk  a 

weU  80  feet  and  secured  150  gallons  per 
minute  of  58  degree  water.  He  has  an 
800-seat  house.  His  well  did  not  cost  him 
very  much,  either. 

“If  you  cannot  get  water  at  least  as  cold 
as  this,  then  your  only  hope  is  mechanical 
refrigeration.  And  while  I can  help  you 
hold  the  cost  of  such  an  installation  down 
to  something  reasonable,  its  cost  will  not 
be  as  reasonable  as  a cold  well  water  in- 
stallation. But  you’ve  goiter  have  cold 
water  to  do  it. 

“Let  me  know  how  many  seats  you  have 
in  your  house,  and  how  many  people  you 
can  crowd  into  it  on  a hot  Saturday  after- 
noon. This  will  help  me  collect  some 
needed  information  before  I come  to  see 
you. 

“As  to  the  local  yokels  and  slick  sales- 
men taking  you,  go  ahead  and  forgive  ’em. 
They  probably  did  the  best  they  knew. 
Ti-ouble  is,  they  don’t  know  much.  About 
this  business,  at  any  rate. 

“If  I can  get  over  to  you  theatre  own- 
ers just  one  drastic  thought,  fifty  per  cent 
of  my  work  will  be  accomplished.  And 
this  is  it  in  words  of  one  syllable:  Don’t 
believe  a darn  word  anybody  says,  includ- 
ing me,  unless  what  is  said  is  backed  up 
by  logical  reasons  that  you  can  understand. 

“When  anybody  tries  to  bolster  up  sales 
talk  by  mentioning  the  size  or  age  of  their 
firm,  or  how  wise  he  is  about  the  air  con- 
ditioning business,  discount  such  talk.  An 
engineer  can  prove  his  case  by  facts  and 
figures,  and  he  should  be  able  to  make  his 
facts  and  figures  intelligible  to  you,  or 
don’t  you  hire  him.  This  applies  to  me, 
too. 

“I  hope  the  mis-handlers  of  theatre  air 
conditioning  apparatus  will  not  take  of- 
fense at  my  plain  talk.  I refer  specifically 
to  air  conditioning  salesmen,  plumbers  and 
hardware  dealers.  Also  an  assortment  of 
architects.  I have  no  axe  to  grind  with 
them  personally,  and  would  help  one  of 
them  as  quickly  as  I would  you,  but  ‘they 
are  a proud  people.’  Got  a stiff  neck. 
With  nothing  much  above  the  ears  in  re- 
gard to  air  conditioning. 

“If  they  responded  as  intelligently  and 
in  as  friendly  a way  as  you  theatre  owners 
do  (and  I don’t  mean  to  me,  personally, 
but  to  anybody  who  really  known  sump’n), 
many  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  air 
conditioning  industry  would  be  re- 
moved.— G.  H.  S.” 


out  I will  send  you  a drawing  of  the  house 
showing  the  exact  location  of  the  grilles. 
As  near  as  I can  tell  now  the  bottom  of 
the  grilles  will  be  13  feet  from  the  floor 
and  as  near  to  the  side  walls  as  possible. 
The  auditorium  is  27  feet  wide  and  70  feet 
long. 

“If  my  letters  will  be  of  any  benefit 


to  your  department,  you  may  feel  free  to 
publish  them. 

“Thanking  you  for  your  greatly  appre- 
ciated interest  in  our  case,  I am,  (Signed) 
Synnes.” 


(To  he  continued  in  the  next  following 
issue  of  April  1,  1939) 
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INCREASE  SUMMER  BUSINESS  33%  TO  66% 
WITH  WORTHINGTON  AIR  CONDITIONING! 


Do  you  have  to  start  in  heavy  advertising  to  regain  your 
normal  attendance  every  fall?  According  to  a recent  survey, 
good  conditioning  will  increase  your  summer  business  33  to 
66  percent,  depending  on  your  location  and  your  compe- 
tition. No  summer  slump — no  need  for  intensive  advertising 
in  the  tall. 


And  when  you  consider  air  conditioning,  seek  sound  engineer- 
ing advice,  and  you  will  find  that  a quiet,  sensitively  controlled 
system  is  the  only  way  to  provide  the  utmost  comfort  for  your 
patrons.  Super-sensitive  control,  combined  with  dependability, 
long  life  and  efficiency,  will  insure  the  increased  attendance 
at  lowest  possible  cost. 

EFFICIENCY  AND  CONTROL— Among  the  most  impor- 
tant of  the  many  outstanding  advantages  of  Worthington- 
Carbondale  reciprocating  compressors  is  their  Worthington 
Feather  Valve  equipment.  The  Feather  Valve  is  highly  efficient, 
is  exceptionally  quiet,  and  is  ideal  for  dense  gases  such  as 
Freon- 1 2.  It  assures  extremely  close  regulation  of  control  so 
that  cooling  is  always  in  step  with  temperature  and  humidity, 
eliminating  the  well  known  difficulties  presented  by  light  loads 
in  the  spring  and  fall. 

UNIT  RESPONSIBILITY — Worthington-Carbondale  equip- 
ment includes  all  essential  units  for  complete  air  conditioning 
systems  . . . compressors,  evaporators,  pumps,  V- belts,  air 
conditioning  units  and  shower  condensers.  Power  from  Diesel 
engines,  gas  engines  or  steam  turbines  . . . and  back  of  all  is 
the  undivided  responsibility  of  one  maker.  ca9-5 
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Yoohoo!  Igloo! 


cooled  down  to  68  degrees  by  evaporation 
and  a temperature  of  78  degrees  and  less 
was  maintained  in  the  theatre. 

"Woodsy"  Odors  With 

Air  Conditioning 

Pungent  odors  imprisoned  in  wood  such 
as  pine,  cypress,  sandalwood  and  balsam 
may  be  recovered  today  through  air  con- 
ditioning long  after  their  fragrance  has 
been  “dried  out.” 

The  discovery  was  made  accidentally  re- 
cently in  the  air  conditioned  cypress- 
walled  office  of  the  W.  F.  Slater  Engineer- 


ing Company,  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
After  he  installed  a portable  air  condi- 
tioner in  his  office,  Mr.  Slater  noticed  a 
pleasant  aroma  from  the  cypress  boards 
while  the  conditioner  was  operating.  When 
the  air  conditioner  was  turned  off,  the 
odor  diminished.  Mr.  Slater  then  made 
observations  and  found  that  as  the  air 
in  the  office  is  circulated,  the  conditioned 
air  diffuses  the  pleasant  cypress  aroma. 
Experiments  are  now  being  planned  in 
research  laboratories  to  determine  if 
“scented”  rooms  may  result  from  a com- 
bination of  air  conditioning  and  fragrant 
woods. 


New  York  “eskimos”  are  here  shown 
putting  the  finishing  touches  on  steel 
framework  of  the  World’s  Pair  idea  of 
the  “Igloo  of  Tomorrow,”  which  will  house 
the  air  conditioning  exhibit  of  Carrier 
Corporation  at  the  big  show. 

Four  steelworkers  and  pretty  Roberta 
Wong,  an  “Eskimo  at  heart,”  don  Arctic 
circle  suits  to  celebrate  the  welding  of  the 
last  girder  into  place  on  the  streamlined 
polar  showhut.  When  completed,  the 
igloo  will  be  completely  “snow”  encrusted. 
The  exhibit  will  depict  the  complete  story 
of  air  conditioning  from  the  first  com- 
mercial installation  thirty-seven  years  ago. 


Washed  Air 


Smart  exhibitors  know  that  it  is  FLIRTING  WITH  FATE  to 
let  patrons  become  tired  of  appointments,  decorations  and 
seating  equipment  that  has  become  outmoded  and  even 
sometimes  just  too  disgustingly  familiar  to  the  movie-going 
public. 


That  MISSING  GUEST  will  become  an  enthusiastic  and  per- 
sistent "habitue"  of  your  theatre,  when  you  offer  him  as  an 
added  attraction  the  "neck  to  knee  comfort"  for  which  all 
IRWIN  chairs  and  seating  equipment  are  justly  famous. 

See  the  No.  120  and  the  many  other  beautiful  and  eye- 
arresting  designs  in  the  IRWIN  LINE  at  the  nearest  National 
Theatre  Supply  Company's  display  room,  or  write  us  for 

complete  data  and  information. 


In  the  western  and  dry  air  sections  of 
the  state  of  Texas,  air  washer  systems  for 
evaporative  cooling  seem  to  be  the  pre- 
valent form  of  theatre  air  conditioning. 
The  installation  shown  above  was  made 
last  year  at  the  Palace  Theatre,  Tahoka, 
Texas,  by  Herber  Brothers,  of  Dallas. 
Tahoka  is  near  the  New  Mexico  border 
where  the  temperature  was  106  degrees 
in  the  shade  on  the  day  this  installation 
was  completed.  Atop  the  roof  where  the 
air  washer  is  located,  the  entering  air 
was  111  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  water 
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ADVICE  AGAINST  OVER-DOING  A GOOD  THING 


Theatre  operators  who  overdo  the 
business  of  air  conditioning  were  taken 
to  task  recently  by  W.  B.  Henderson, 
executive  vice-president  of  the  Air  Con- 
ditioning Manufacturers  Association.  Man- 
agers who  turn  their  systems  on  so  forci- 
bly that  patrons  shiver  in  hot  weather  are 
over-zealous,  he  claims. 

“Some  theatre  owners  are  setting  the 
controls  of  their  air  conditioning  systems 
too  low,”  he  said.  “This  practice  defeats 
the  purpose  of  air  conditioning  by  making 


people  uncomfortable  and  is  likely  to  drive 
away  customers  instead  of  attracting 
them.” 

Mr.  Henderson  publicly  urged  theatre 
owners  to  conform  to  the  so-called  “com- 
fort zone”  which  air  conditioning  engi- 
neers devised  after  exhaustive  experiments 
with  human  subjects  under  varying  con- 
ditions of  temperature  and  humidity. 

Humidity  is  a highly  important  factor 
in  theatre  air  conditioning  because  when 
an  auditorium  becomes  crowded,  the  air 


Next  to  the  picture,  the  sort  of  seat- 
ing you  provide  affords  the  best 
yardstick  for  measuring  your  box- 
office,  and  after  all,  it’s  only  the 
box  office  that  really  counts. 

If  you  could  do  as  much  business 
without  chairs,  if  you  could  continue 
using  the  same  chairs  indefinitely, 
if  you  could  use  the  cheapest  sort  of  chairs 
to  as  good  advantage  as  the  best,  you  prob- 
ably would  be  satisfied.  BUT  YOU  CAN'Tl 


G^t  'Qo\xfft  'fit 

ettAi 


Theatregoers  today  expect  a new  standard  of 
comfort.  The  old  backbreakers  that  once  were 
acceptable  are  no  longer  tolerated.  Poorly 
designed,  cheaply  constructed  chairs  do  not  last, 
require  constant  attention  and  repair,  cost  far 
more  than  the  best  you  can  buy. 


Plan  now  to  improve  your  business  through 
better  seating.  We  suggest  that  you  write  to- 
day for  the  Ideal  catalog  and  name  of  your 
nearest  dealer,  that  you  may  learn  more  about 
the  comfort,  style  and  service  afforded  by  this 
most  modern  of  all  theatre  seating. 

</ 
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conditioning  system  is  called  upon  to  re- 
move the  moisture  given  off  by  the  peo- 
ple. Unless  the  theatre  operator  has  ad- 
justed his  controls  properly,  this  dehu- 
midification process  imposes  such  a heavy 
load  on  the  plant  that  it  may  cause  the 
system  to  over-cool. 

To  be  comfortable,  indoor  temperatures 
should  be  governed  somewhat  by  the 
weather  outside,  Mr.  Henderson  points  out. 
Tlius,  the  advertisement  of  “20  degrees 
cooler  inside”  proclaims  a temperature 
that  is  altogether  too  cool  inside  if  the 
weather  is  moderate.  This  much  cooling 
may  be  necessary  when  the  weather  is 
blistering  hot,  say  above  100  degrees,  but 
in  temperate  zones  a 10  to  15  degree  re- 
duction of  temperature  from  that  pre- 
vailing outside  is  generally  ample  for  com- 
fort. At  the  lower  end  of  the  scale,  when, 
for  example,  the  temperature  outside  is 
only  80  degrees,  the  inside  temperature 
may  be  allowed  to  reach  75 — a difference 
of  only  five  degrees — and  still  produce 
comfort. 

Air  conditioning  engineers  have  devel- 
oped controls  which  are  fully  automatic, 
and  which  make  compensation  auto- 
matically for  the  outside  weather.  Once 
the  controls  are  set,  they  require  virtually 
no  attention  and  will  maintain  theatre 
temperatures  and  humidities  precisely 
where  they  should  be  for  comfort. 

Tire  theatre  owner  who  deliberately  sets 
the  controls  too  low  was  characterized  by 
Mr.  Henderson  as  a thrill-seeker.  “He  is 
no  more  considerate  of  other  people  than 
the  automobile  owner  who  races  down  the 
highway  at  75  miles  an  hour,  or  the  sv/ing 
music  enthusiast  who  turns  his  radio  up 
loud  enough  to  annoy  his  neighbors.” 
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Save  Time 


AVOID  MISTAKES 


Handsome  Coinometer 
is  mechanically  perfect 
coin  - changer.  Works 
with  new  or  worn  coins. 
Guaranteed  for  10  years. 
Used  and  approved  by 
thousands  of  theatres. 
No  theatre  should  be 
without  it.  Write  TO- 
DAY for  complete 
descriptive  circular 
and  price  list. 

Universal 
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Mfg.  Co. 
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Chicago,  111. 


Insist  on  fowst 

A complete  line  of  dependable  DCpT|C|CPQ 
for  every  purse  and  purpose  IILUlil  ILIIU 

LD-30  Low  Intensity  Rectifiers 
LD-60  for  Simplified  High  Intensity 
M C S with  Mallory  Rectifying  Units 

THERMIONIC  RECTIFYING  TUIES,  I'A-M  AMPERES 


FOREST 


4mctl9l2 


• ELLEVIllI 
N I W J E t S E Y 


RECTIFIERS 


50 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


WILL  WONDERS  NEVER  CEASE? 

By  WALTER  B.  KING*  ' 


Boxoffice  operations  will  be  more  speedy 
and  more  accurate  with  the  aid  of  a mod- 
ern coin  changer.  The  cashier,  too,  will 
be  more  attractive  and  efficient  as  a re- 
sult of  its  installation. 


WONDERS  never  cease.  The  elec- 
tric streetcar  replaced  mule  cars. 
Gasoline  busses  have  just  about 
replaced  the  electric  cars.  Aeroplanes  are 
fast  replacing  rail  and  motor  rapid  trans- 
portation. Radio  has  forged  ahead  of 
telegraph  and  telephone.  Air  condition- 
ing is  rapidly  coming  into  its  own. 

One  of  the  next  startling  and  fascinat- 
ing changes  or  transformations  right  on 
the  threshold  is  decorating  and  lighting 
in  the  form  of  pleasing  and  soothing  at- 
mosphere. Scientists,  professionals,  ar- 
tisans, artists,  dreamers,  electrical  engi- 
neers and  technicians,  as  well  as  the 
multitudes,  will  be  amazed  and  pleased 
beyond  words  as  the  transformation  ad- 
vances from  stage  to  stage  until  it  has 
reached  the  point  where  it  will  have  been 
presented  on  a scale  that  all  may  see  and 
know. 

It  will  not  stop  there,  but  go  on  and  on. 
Fluorescent  lighting  and  luminescent 
colors  are  responsible  for  the  changes  or 
transformation  of  methods  and  customs  in 
the  field  of  decorating  or  creating  and 
producing  a pleasant,  soothing  and  cor- 
rect atmosphere. 

There  are  not  enough  words  with  which 
to  adequately  explain  or  describe  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  the  fascinating, 
amazing  and  mysterious  effects  to  be  ob- 
tained with  fluorescent  lighting  and 
luminescent  painting.  One  must  see  with 
one’s  own  eyes  completed  specimens  in 
order  to  appreciate  or  understand  the 
magic  of  the  combination  of  lights  and 
paints  mentioned  herein. 

The  adaptable  field  for  the  practical 
employment  of  “light  painting”  is  far  too 
great  to  enumerate.  Theatres,  supper 
clubs,  cafes,  stores  and  shops,  ultra-fine 
homes  and  numerous  other  places  are  fast 
finding  a practical,  profitable  and  pleas- 
ing spot  for  fluorescent  lighting  and 
luminescent  paint. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  amazing  magic 
of  the  combination,  just  imagine  yourself 
in  a room  or  office  where  the  ceiling  and 
walls  are  perfectly  plain,  void  of  any  man- 
ner of  decoration.  Then  all  of  a sudden, 
just  as  if  you  had  fallen  asleep  and  en- 
tered into  a dream,  you  find  yourself  in  a 
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beautifully  decorated  room,  aglow  with 
soft,  subdued,  perfectly  blended  colors. 
Would  you  not  be  amazed  to  find  that  you 
were  still  wide  awake  and  that  it  was  not 
a dream?  That  is  one  of  the  thousands  of 
effects  to  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  the 
delightful  combination. 

I reiterate,  one  must  see  to  believe  or 
conceive  the  results.  We  are  in  a modern 
age;  so  let’s  be  modern.  Theatre  owners 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  first  op- 
portunity to  view  a demonstration  of 
these  lights  and  paints. 


Attractive  interior  decoration  is  no 
longer  a case  of  red  and  blue  paint  over- 
laid with  gilt.  Nowadays  the  accomplished 
theatre  decorator  strives  for  stunning  and 
unusual  effects — and  the  rainbow  is  his 
palette. 


New  carpeting  installed  at  this  time  of 
year  is  a remarkably  smart  way  to  dress 
up  the  theatre  for  the  spring  and  summer 
seasons.  Everyone  is  especially  suscept- 
ible to  the  lure  of  brightness  and  color  in 
the  springtime. 


A New  Low-Cost  NU-WOOD  Product  with  These 
New  Advantages 

*Offering  one  of  the  highest  light  re-  ^Maintains  insulating,  acoustical  and 


flection  factors  available  commer- 
cially for  interior  finish.  Superiority 
apparent  on  sight. 

^Permanent  color  that  actually  grows 


decorating  features  of  Nu-Wood  in- 
terior finish. 

*New  tongue  and  groove  joint  which 
assures  easier,  more  fool-proof  ap- 


lighter  with  exposure. 

^Beautifully  textured  mat  surface — 
an  outstanding,  exclusive  feature. 


plication. 

^Easily  cleaned  with  a sponge  or 
cloth — excellent  paint  coverage. 


For  offices — workrooms — and  wherever 
high  light  reflection  is  essential  or  desirable 
— Nu-Wood  today  offers  a unique  new 
product:  Nu-Wood  STA-LITE!  Here’s  a 
product  that  combines  the  proved  Nu-W ood 
qualities  with  extremely  high  light  reflec- 
tion value  and  color  permanence  ...  a 
product  that  actually  grows  lighter  with 
exposure!  In  addition  to  this  high  and  — 
permanent  light  reflection,  which  ] 
saves  sight  and  lighting  bills,  you  get 


the  other  proved  Nu-Wood  qualities — 
: high  insulating  value,  decorative  charm, 

' and  noise-quieting!  Investigate  Nu-Wood 
i STA-LITE — nothing  like  it  has  ever  l)efore 
[ been  available  in  insulating  board.  Find 
out  how  it  can  give  you  permanent  high 
L light  reflection  at  amazingly  low  cost. 
L Mail  the  coupon  today  for  a sample. 

WOOD  CONVERSION  COMPANY 

Room  134-3  First  National  Bank  Bldg.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Please  send  me,  without  obligation,  a sample  of  Nu-Wood 
STA-LITE. 
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A Message  to  Owners  and  Managers 
of  Smaller  Theatres 

By  Hanns  R.  Teichert* 


MN  this  article  we 
would  like  to  talk 
to  the  owners  and 
managers  of  smaller 
theatres  — the  houses 
that  seat  from  150  up 
to  something  less  than 
a thousand.  We  shall 
make  lobbies  the  defi- 
nite topic  of  this  arti- 
cle— but  we  will  also 
cover  briefly  other 
areas  for  the  particu- 
lar benefit  of  the  sviall  theatre,  without 
special  reference  to  class  or  location. 

It  appears  to  us  that  in  the  past,  most 
decorating  articles  in  publications  pur- 
porting to  reach  all  theatres  have  dealt 
almost  solely  with  large  theatres.  Whether 
this  is  because  there  is  a larger  potential 
expense  per  unit  involved,  lack  of  familiar- 
ity with  small  theatre  problems,  because 
of  location  or  other  causes,  we  do  not 
pretend  to  understand;  but  we  do  wish 
to  avoid  the  mistake  of  having  the  smal- 
ler operators  feel  that  they  are  “poor 
country  cousins.”  For  in  truth,  the  life 
and  blood  of  this  industry,  in  total 
volume,  is  the  theatres  seating  less  than  a 
thousand  people. 

We  believe  from  the  survey  we  have 
made  that  decorating — correct  scientific 
painting — has  somehow  passed  by  the 
smaller  houses.  This  is  not  so  much  the 
case  with  air  conditioning,  or  sound  and 
projection,  since  these  have  been  termed 


* Theatre  Decorator,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


necessities  while  decorating  has  wrongly 
been  tabbed  a luxury. 

An  Appeal  to  Reason 

If  all  theatre  owners  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  and  would  listen  to  reason, 
they  would  soon  realize  that  the  two  in- 
vestments that  pay  them  the  biggest  divi- 
dends (and  we  mean  cash  dividends)  are 
an  architect  and  his  aUy  the  theatre 
specialist  decorator.  The  architect  wiU 
give  the  correct  lasting  foundation  and 
background  for  house  appeal,  while  the 
decorator  will  make  these  backgrounds 
living  things  of  correct  and  lasting  beauty. 

We  have  heard  many  times  in  the  past 
that  the  small  theatre  can’t  afford  a good 
decorator;  but  this  error  of  judgment  or 
misunderstanding  is  a simple  thing  to 
break  down  if  we  are  given  a reasoning 
ear. 

When  it  is  pointed  out  that  the  proper 
painting  of  an  auditorium  lasts  for  fifteen 
years  (especially  in  towns  where  there  is 
a cleanliness  unknown  to  large  cities) ; and 
that  spaces,  lobbies,  foyers,  rest  rooms  and 
so  forth  will  usually  hold  up  for  three 
years  or  longer;  and  when  you  figure  out 
the  cost  per  seat  (using  for  a comparison 
an  estimate  from  one  of  your  local  resi- 
dence painters),  it  should  hit  you  with 
surprise  when  we  inform  you  that  the 
work  of  a specialist  painter  will  cost  you 
less  than  five  cents  a seat  per  year  for 
the  life  of  the  job. 

Do  you  know  of  any  place  in  your 
house  where  you  can  better  invest  five 
cents  a seat  per  year?  You  know  this  is 
a real  revelation! 

We  sincerely  request  small  theatre 
operators  to  read  the  three  articles  pre- 
ceding this  one  and  to  remember  that 
everything  said  applies  to  you  as  well  as 
to  the  owner  of  the  largest  house.  With 
the  foregoing  information  in  your  hands, 
we  hope  that  many  of  you  will  write  to 
us.  We  believe  that  we  can  be  of  positive 
help  to  you.  We  assure  you  that  we  are 
sincere  in  our  wish  to  help  the  industry 
as  a whole;  but  we  cannot  assist  you  in 
the  solution  of  your  individual  problems 
unless  you  give  us  the  opportunity. 

Some  Common  Errors 

In  this  article  we  intend  to  give  some 
advice  on  correct  treatment  of  small  lob- 
bies. Hence  we  will  begin  by  pointing  out 


Lobby  of  the  Times  Theatre,  Rockford, 
Illinois.  Edward  Paul  Lewin,  Architect. 
Description:  Ceiling,  burgundy  and  cham- 
pagne; mural,  electric  blue,  white  and 
coral  relief;  wood,  avidare,  and  white  wall. 
Carpet,  maroon,  grey  and  coral;  uphol- 
stering, white  and  red.  Decorated  by 
Teichert. 


some  of  the  common  errors  which  are 
most  in  evidence  at  this  time. 

There  are  three  colors  being  over-used 
ad  nauseam.  One  is  the  “Shell  Gasoline” 
yellow,  second  is  the  “Standard  Oil”  red 
and  third,  a brown  that  defies  description 
in  polite  vocabulary.  These  three  colors 
are  thrown  at  thousands  of  theatre 
customers  every  day  in  the  year  until 
they  are  conditioned  against  them — and 
with  little  wonder. 

No  matter  where  the  theatre  is  located 
in  this  country,  patrons  know,  through  the 
pictures  they  see  on  the  screen  and 
through  the  magazines  they  read,  that 
such  a lobby  is  homely  and  vmattractive. 


Advisory  Service 

Since  modern  theatre  decorating  is 
a specialized  art  requiring  counsel, 
creative  talent  and  planning  ability 
which  are  not  usually  available  at  all 
points  of  the  country,  Mr.  Teichert 
has  agreed  to  serve  our  readers  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  He  will  be  glad  to 
correspond  with  any  of  our  readers 
who  may  wish  information  and  advice 
on  decorating  procedure.  All  such  in- 
quiries will  be  given  prompt  attention. 
Address  your  inquiry  to  The  Modern 
Theatre  , 332  S.  Michigan  Avenue, 
Chicago,  Illinois.  It  will  be  imme- 
diately referred  to  Mr.  Teichert  for 
analysis  and  advice,  without  obliga- 
tion. 


Lobby  of  the  Esquire  Theatre.  Chicago,  Pereira  & Pereira,  Architects.  Description: 
Ceiling,  coral  champagne;  wall,  lastic  mahogany ; wall,  copper  fabric  hand  rolled, 
and  carpet,  rose  taupe  figure.  Decorations  by  Teichert. 
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Their  intelligence  and  good  taste  are  un- 
necessarily insulted,  and  if  there  were  a 
newly  and  correctly  decorated  house  near 
by,  IT  would  surely  get  the  business. 

We  don’t  mean  to  be  too  hard  in  our 
criticism  of  house  conditions,  but  the  truth 
is  sometimes  brutal  and  those  who  do  not 
heed  the  penalties  of  failure  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  times  may  find  sooner  than 
they  expect  that  there  is  still  in  effect 
that  age-old  law  of  the  “survival  of  the 
fittest.” 

Let’s  walk  into  another  lobby.  On  the 
floor  is  something  that  used  to  be  carpet. 
It  is  now  faded,  threadbare  and  long  past 
its  useful  stage.  How  much  would  it  cost 
to  install  one  of  those  new  carpets  that 
will  last  for  years  and  that  would  receive 
compliments  from  customers  who  appre- 
ciate such  interest  in  their  patronage? 
The  cost  would  be  a trifle  compared  with 
the  good  will  it  will  bring. 

Now,  what  about  lighting  fixtures? 
Lobby  lighting  should  be  indirect  and 
pleasing,  throwing  off  soft  tones  and  not, 
as  we  find  here,  a blinding  glare.  Walls 
should  be  practically  void  of  ancient 
ornamentation.  All  these  old  plaster 
mouldings  should  be  removed  to  give  plain 
surfaces  on  which  to  paint  or  use  modern 
washable  paper,  wood  veneer,  interesting 
attractive  fabrics  such  as  those  now 
available  at  surprisingly  reasonable  cost. 

In  other  words,  lobby  walls  should  be 
rich  yet  simple,  correctly  colorful  and  all 
decorations  should  be  subordinated  to  the 
poster  frames  of  the  future  attractions — 
and  please — no  standing  posters!  These 
unattached  easels  clutter  up  traffic  lanes 
and  only  serve  to  make  the  lobby  look 
like  the  corner  drug  store  window  during 
its  annual  one-cent  sale. 

But,  back  to  this  “survival  of  the  fittest” 
theme:  AU  businesses  are  becoming  more 
decoration-conscious  these  days.  Progres- 
sive stores,  service  institutions  and  offices 
of  all  types  have  found  that  it  is  a smart 
move  to  look  new,  prosperous  and  enter- 
prising. This  is  particularly  true  in  your 
business,  where  theatre  managers  are  find- 
ing out  daily  what  a profitable  investment 
it  is  to  modernize  their  houses. 

Don’t  let  your  competitor  get  the  best  of 
you  with  a new  looking,  attractive  house. 
To  come  out  “second  best”  is  disastrous. 
Yours  should  be  the  first  house  in  your 
community  to  brighten  up,  look  clean,  at- 
tractive and  on  its  toes  with  a modern 
interior — and  you  will  be  the  first  in  line 
for  profit,  too.  The  fittest  always  sur- 
vives. 


Last  Rites  Held  for 

Col.  Tohn  L.  Buchanan 

Greenwich,  Conn.  — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  February  26  for  Col.  John 
L.  Buchanan,  for  many  years  an  executive 
of  General  Electric,  who  died  here  three 
days  earlier  at  Greenwich  Hospital  at  the 
age  of  54. 

Colonel  Buchanan  joined  General  Elec- 
tric’s technical  staff  in  1904  at  Schenec- 
tady and  five  years  later  was  shifted  to 
the  Chicago  office.  He  received  a citation 
in  1919  from  General  Pershing  for  na- 
table  work  in  supervising  AEF  hospitals. 
In  1935  he  became  board  chairman  of  the 
General  Electric  Supply  Corp. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Cecil  B. 
Buchanan,  his  mother,  and  two  children, 
John  and  Virginia. 


New  Curtain  Track  for 

Medium-Duty  Service 

Automatic  Devices  Co.,  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  has  announced  a new  addition  to 
their  line  of  curtain  tracks.  The  new 
track  is  designed  for  medium-duty  ser- 
vice. 

In  appearance  and  operation  it  resem- 
bles the  manufacturer’s 
well  - known  heavy  -duty 
track.  It  is  similarly  equip- 
ped with  ball-bearing  pul- 
ley blocks,  is  made  of  equal 
thickness  of  steel  and  in- 
cludes the  same  type  of  ad- 
justable clamps,  but  is 


smaller  in  size.  Operation  is  said  to  be 
quiet,  smooth  and  effortless. 

It  is  offered  as  being  particularly  adapt- 
able for  use  as  travellers  or  cyclorams  for 
openings  up  to  about  30  feet  wide.  For 
large  windows,  its  smaller  size  and  ade- 
quate capacity  make  it  especially  attrac- 
tive, according  to  the  announcement. 


If  your  theatre  pioneered  in  air  con- 
ditioning perhaps  it  is  now  time  to  in- 
vestigate modern  improvements  in  the 
science  of  temperature  control.  The  sys- 
tem which  seemed  marvelous  to  both  you 
and  your  patrons  only  a decade  ago  may 
now  seem  sadly  lacking  in  comparison 
with  more  recent  systems  installed  by  your 
competitors. 


HOW  TO  GET  THEATRE  INTERIORS  THAT 
ARE  BRIGHT-COLORFUL-CHARMING- 


TEXOLITE- 

New  Principle  Paint 


AT  LOW  COST 


Texolite*  is  a development  of  modern 
paint  chemistry — a paint  with  which  you 
can  secure  colorful,  fine  appearing,  durable 
decoration  at  a cost  so  low  and  at  a speed  so 
fast  that  it  will  astound  you. 


ffiOSf  JOBS.ONE  COAT 


One  coat  of  Texolite  will  usually  cover  as  well 
or  better  than  two  coats  of  ordinary  paint. 


No  need  for  you  to  have  your  theatre  out  of 
order  for  a week  when  you  decorate  with 
Texolite.  Under  most  conditions  it  dries  in 
less  than  an  hour. 


N O M ! CA  L 


One  gallon  of  Texolite  usually  covers  from 
500  to  700  square  feet  of  finished  plaster  sur- 
face— 600  to  800  square  feet  of  smooth,  primed 
or  painted  surface. 


yy/pH  COLOR  range 


Texolite  is  available  in  a wide  range  of  colors. 
It  comes  ready-mixed  in  9 soft-hued  pastels 
and  9 brilliant,  deep  colors.  With  the  Texolite 
Deep  Color  Mixing  Guide  you  can  accurately 
secure  and  match  over  40  other  variations  of 
these  standard  colors  as  well  as  the  "dusty” 
colors  so  popular  with  interior  decorators 
today. 

Send  today  for  the  Texolite  Deep  Color 
Mixing  Guide  and  the  40-page  book 
“Modern  Principles  in  Paint  and  Decora- 
tion”— and  learn  how  you  can  save  money  on 
your  next  decorating  job. 


UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  CO. 
300  West  Adams  Street,  Chicago,  111. 
Send  me,  without  charge: 

□ Texolite  Deep  Color  Guide 

□ 40-page  book  "Modern  Principles 
in  Paint  and  Decoration” 


Name 

Address 

MT 

City State 


UNITED  STATES  GYPSUM  COMPANY 


300  West  Adams  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  ^Registeied  Trade-Mark 
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THE  COOUNGTOWERinAIRCONDinONlG 

— ...  By  R.  K.  LEILICH*  


IKE  the  radio  and  airplane,  air  con- 
ditioning has  quickly  taken  its  posi- 
tion among  the  commonplace  and 
is  accepted  largely  for  its  face  value  as 
another  scientific  contribution  to  enhance 
(or  complicate)  the  comforts  of  living  in 
our  fast  changing  age.  Innovations  jus- 
tifying awe  and  wonderment  as  little  as 


two  decades  ago,  now  awaken  but  casual 
interest  as  we  adapt  them  to  our  everyday 
lives.  So  it  is  reasonable  that  most  of  us 
feel  more  than  a mild  inclination  to  un- 
derstand the  working  principles  of  these 
scientific  and  mechanical  developments, 
though  perhaps  we  may  to  some  extent  if 
confronted  with  the  purchase  or  operation 
of  them. 

The  widespread  use  of  air  conditioning 


in  the  theatre  industry  has  penetrated 
every  section  of  this  country  and  has 
necessarily  received  the  serious  attention 
of  exhibitors  and  operators  from  the  smal- 
lest to  the  largest  houses.  Already  with 
many,  their  encounter  with  the  subject 
has  become  past  history;  so  familiarity 
with  its  general  principles,  operating  fea- 
tures, and  last  but  not  least,  its  costs, 
initial  and  recurrent,  has  become  routine 
managerial  knowledge. 

Operating  Costs 

But  a single  outstanding  feature,  promi- 
nently identified  with  any  and  all  sys- 
tems regardless  of  type  or  make,  is  its 
operating  cost,  so  effectively  brought  to 
the  attention  of  exhibitors  by  the  monthly 
bills  received  from  the  power  companies 
and  municipal  water  departments.  Of  the 
former,  the  present  stage  of  the  art  of  air 
conditioning  permits  no  alternative  to 
these  continued  notices.  Of  the  latter, 
the  cooling  tower  opens  an  attractive  ave- 
nue of  escape,  provided  of  course,  the 
blessings  of  a very  inexpensive  supply  of 
water  is  not  already  available  which  too 
often  is  not  the  case. 

A brief  explanation  of  how  a cooling 
tower  functions  to  replace  an  outside 
continuous  supply  of  water  may  be  of  in- 
terest here.  To  begin  with,  the  air  con- 
ditioning system  may  be  said  to  be  a 
“heat  pump.”  With  air  acting  as  the 
vehicle  for  the  absorption  and  carrying 
off  of  heat  (body  heat,  perspiration,  heat 
introduced  by  a necessary  quantity  of 
fresh  air,  heat  infiltration  or  leakage  thru 
the  building  structure),  it  is  thus  delivered 
to  this  “heat  pump,”  which  substantially 
does  nothing  more  than  gather  it  up  as 
“low-level”  heat  and  pump  this  same 
quantity  to  “high-level”  heat. 

Heat  Seeks  Own  Level 

Obviously  there  is  a reason  for  gather- 
ing this  heat  at  relatively  low  tempera- 
tures and  raising  it  to  higher  ones.  One 
knows  that  heat,  like  water,  has  the  com- 
mon characteristic  of  seeking  its  level,  or 
expressed  another  way,  heat  will  always 
“flow”  from  a warmer  to  a cooler  sub- 
stance as  long  as  a temperature  differ- 
ence exists  between  the  two.  Hence  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  heat  pump  to  first  make 
available  to  the  heat-burdened  circulat- 
ing air  a low-level  medium  to  which  this 
air  readily  discharges  its  heat,  thus  con- 
ditioning it  to  begin  its  new  cycle  to 
gather  heat  again. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  this  heat  which 
the  heat  pump  now  contains,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  transfer  it  to  some  heat-absorbing 
medium  such  as  a supply  of  water  from 
a well,  municipal  water  system,  or  cooling 
tower.  So  ultimately,  all  the  heat  re- 
moved from  a theatre  to  make  its  patrons 
comfortable,  eventually  finds  its  way,  thru 
necessary  juggling  of  its  temperatures,  to 
the  water  flowing  from  the  condenser. 

And  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  perspi- 
ration and  heat  of  a newly  seated  patron 
from  the  sweltering  streets  outside  is  in 
a few  short  minutes  carried  off  in  heated 
water  wasted  to  a sewer  or  heated  air 
blown  from  a cooling  tower.  It  seems  a 
confusing  and  complicated  process,  which 
no  doubt  posterity  will  find  means  to 
simplify  and  improve,  though  improve- 
ments as  they  appear  will  hardly  be  of  a 
revolutionary  nature. 

Prom  the  above  it  is  obvious  that  a cool- 


* Sales  Engineer,  The  Marley  Company. 


NEWSREEL  THEATRE  molitor 

ROCKEFELLER  CENTER  — NEW  YORK 

John  Eberson,  Architect  Buensod  Stacey  Air  Conditioning,  Inc. 


DRAFTLESS  AIR  DISTRIBUTION 

Following  their  established  precedent  of  providing  the  utmost  in  patron  com- 
fort, Newsreel  Theatres,  Inc.  have  again  solved  the  air  distribution  problem 
in  this,  their  newest  theatre  by  the  use  of  Anemostat  High  Velocity  Air  Dif- 
fusers. The  patronage  in  this  theatre  will  never  be  affected  by  cold  air  or  hot 
spots  which  are  both  harmful  and  unpleasant  and  which  are  due  to  faulty 
methods  of  air  distribution. 

The  air  distribution  and  temperature  equalization  problem  of  any  air  condi- 
tioning or  ventilating  system  regardless  of  size  can  be  solved  by  the  use  of 
Anemostats. 

Anemostats  can  be  applied  to  existing  systems  as  well  as  to  new  installations. 
The  Anemostat  has  no  moving  parts  and  is  easily  installed. 

Complete  information  upon  request. 

ANEMOSTAT  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 

10  EAST  39TH  STREET  NEW  YORK 

"No  Air  Conditioning  System  is  Better  than  Its  Air  Distribution” 

AN-31-A 
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ing  tower  acting  in  conjunction  with 
theatre  air  conditioning  serves  the  identi- 
cal purpose  as  water  from  a city  water 
main  or  deep  well.  The  outstanding  dif- 
ference lies  in  the  fact  that  water  from  a 
well  or  city  supply,  once  heated,  can  per- 
form no  further  useful  function  and  must 
be  disposed  of,  while  the  water  in  a cool- 
ing tower,  by  evaporative  cooling,  permits 
continuous  reuse  of  the  water,  requiring 
but  a negligible  amount  from  an  outside 
source  to  compensate  for  an  equal  amount 
lost  through  evaporation  and  mechanical 
loss.  Under  average  conditions  of  opera- 
tion, water  consumption  from  an  outside 
source  of  supply  will  he  reduced  as  much 
as  95  to  98  per  cent. 

Other  Economic  Factors 


curtailment  of  water  supply  during  periods 
of  water  shortage. 

With  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of 
air  conditioning  systems  serving  practic- 
ally all  manner  and  types  of  buildings, 
it  is  to  be  generally  expected  that  water 
costs  in  the  future  will  advance.  In  view 
of  these  facts,  it  has  for  some  years  been 
recognized  that  a cooling  tower  precludes 
all  the  undesirable  features  incident  to 
operation  with  a city  water  supply,  and 
establishes  complete  independence  of  the 
enactment  of  any  municipal  ordinances, 
whatever  their  nature,  as  related  to  the 
supply  and  disposal  of  water.  But  most 
important,  and  aside  from  limiting  en- 
tanglements of  ordinances  and  the  like, 
is  the  material  reduction  of  operating  costs 


through  the  use  of  a cooling  tower. 

Cooling  tower  equipment  is  made  in 
many  styles,  sizes,  and  types,  thus  render- 
ing their  application  quite  flexible  to  suit 
the  requirements  of  individual  problems, 
few  of  which  are  alike.  Much  could  be 
written  on  this  important  phase  of  the 
subject,  but  space  does  not  permit,  nor 
would  the  interests  of  the  problems  be 
best  served  without  the  expert  advice  and 
counsel  of  engineering  service  and  re- 
sponsible manufacturers  having  the  valu- 
able background  of  years  of  experience. 


Projection  and  sound  equipment  can’t 
be  too  good.  Remember  that  Hollywood 
productions  are  made  for  the  best  projec- 
tion and  sound.  Anything  less  does  not 
do  justice  to  the  fine  product  now  made. 


While  in  practically  every  case  the  sav- 
ings in  water  cost  alone  justifies  the  cost 
of  a cooling  tower  installation,  there  are 
also  other  factors  v/hich  may  dictate  its 
use.  For  example,  water  in  the  quantities 
required  for  an  air  conditioning  system 
may  not  always  be  available  from  the 
mains  serving  the  particular  district  in 
which  the  theatre  is  located,  or  connection 
to  an  existing  main  may  involve  highly 
expensive  excavation  work  beneath 
streets,  sidewalks  and  basements  aside 
from  the  actual  cost  of  piping  and  con- 
nections. 

There  are  also  instances  where  water, 
even  if  available  at  low  cost,  is  so  warm 
that  excessive  quantities  will  be  required. 
An  additional  reason  frequently  encoun- 
tered is  inadequate  sewer  facilities  for 
disposing  of  the  large  quantities  of  water 
necessarily  wasted  by  systems  not  using 
cooling  towers.  This  condition  is  already 
serious  in  several  of  oirr  larger  cities  and 
becoming  more  acute  elsewhere  according 
to  recent  investigations.  Recent  droughts, 
in  some  localities  already  burdened  by 
large  air  conditioning  water  demand, 
have  in  many  cases  brought  about  mu- 
nicipal ordinances  restraining  additional 
consumption  for  air  conditioning  or  sub- 
jecting existing  installations  to  complete 


Aope  w ^eaUtu 


Only  2 months  old  and 
setting  new  sales  records 

BEsteEL 

MEDIUM  DUTY 

CURTAIN  TRACK 

Large  and  strong 
enough  for  the  average 
stage.  Small  enough 
for  restricted  spaces. 
Made  of  heavy  guage 
steel.  Equipped  with 
ball  - bearing  sheaves 
and  two-wheel  carriers. 
Easy  running  and  quiet. 
Send  for  information 
and  sample. 

AUTOMATIC  DEVICES  CO. 

1035  Linden  St.  Allentown.  Pa. 

Export  Office  220  W.  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 
Also  Mfrs.  of  AUTODRAPE  Curtain 
Machines 


Community  Theatres  Find  Modern 
Interiors  Inexpensive  and  Profitable 

the  Regal  Theatre  in  Franklin, 
New  Hampshire,  was  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic with  this  beautiful  modern  interior, 
people  said,  "Oh!”  and  "Ah!”  and  "Isn't 
it  lovely!  We  must  come  often  now!” 
And  they  do  come  often,  not  only  in 
Franklin,  but  in  hundreds  of  other  small 
communities  where  theatre  owners  have 
discovered  that  metropolitan  theatres 


need  have  no  monopoly  on  beauty. 

Celotex  Interior  Finish  Products  can 
give  your  theatre  an  "all  weu'”  appearance 
— can  cut  your  fuel  bills,  because  they 
insulate— ca-n  improve  your  sound.  Yet 
the  total  cost  can  easily  be  well  below 
your  most  optimistic  guess — low  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  increased  drawing  pow- 
er such  an  interior  can  give  your  theatre! 

Consult  your  architect  and  your  Celotex 
Dealer,  and  learn  how  inexpensive  such 
new  beauty  can  really  be! 


Celotex 

DDAXTn rvTOTiT  A /^Axrc’ 


-INSULATING  CANE  BOARD 
REG.  U.  S.  PAT.  OFF. 


INTERIOR  FINISH  PRODUCTS 

The  word  Celotex  is  the  brand  name  identifying  a group  of  products  marketed  by  The  Celotex  Corporation 
and  is  protected  as  a trade-mark  shown  elsewhere  in  this  advertisement. 


THE  CELOTEX  CORPORATION  • 919  N.  MICHIGAN  AVE. 


• CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 

Copyriftht  1939,  The  Celotex  Corporation 
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Who's  Always  the  Goat  When 
Germs  Get  in  the  Air? 

By  William  Shaw 


S THIS  is  being  written,  here  in 
Chicago  we  are  having  another  in- 
fluenza scare.  Will  the  motion  pic- 
ture theatre  operators  be  tomorrow’s 
goats,  or  not? 

Today  is  close  to  Boxoffice’s  publica- 
tion deadline.  This  article  must  be  fin- 
ished iiow,  without  our  waiting  to  learn 
whether  the  health  authorities’  next  move 
will  be  to  close  the  theatres. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  any  family  can  be 
safer,  from  a health  maintenance  stand- 
point, in  a picture  house  than  it  is  in  its 
own  home.  But  who  ever  heard  of  a 
proprietor  or  a manager  with  the  sense, 
and  the  spunk,  and  the  enterprise,  to  pro- 
claim his  theatre  a public  health  center? 

Showmandising  Par-Ex. 

An  Omaha  burlesque  house  manager 
some  fifteen  years  ago  used  to  plaster  the 
front  of  his  theatre  every  June  with  three- 
sheets  reading  about  as  follows:  “Shut 
until  September:  no  gals,  no  comedians, 
no  lights,  no  music,  no  nothing.’’  As  soon 
as  the  cold  days  came  after  he  reopened 
he  covered  the  town  with  posters  like  this: 
“Cheaper  to  enjoy  yourself  here  than  to 
try  to  keep  warm  at  home.” 

Tills  Missouri  River  pink  tights  im- 
presario had  the  right  idea.  He  was  on 
the  verge  of  a great  discovery,  and  if  he’s 
in  business  today  it’s  “Gone  With  the 
Wind”  against  a Class  B double  feature 
that  he’s  plugging  air  conditioning  for  all 
he’s  worth — and  for  all  it’s  worth. 

The  theatre  operator  who  does  not 
measure  up  to  the  selling  opportunity 
that  a good  air  conditioning  job  offers 
him  is  making  a business  blunder  just  as 
definitely  as  if  he  were  to  run  only  three 
reels  of  his  feature  picture,  or  cut  Pope 
Pius’  funeral  out  of  his  newsreel. 

The  automobile  can  be  a pleasure  ve- 
hicle or  an  instrument  of  destruction 
deadlier  than  a revolver.  In  like  degree  a 
theatre  can  be  an  entertainment  place  or  a 
potential  community  danger  spot.  And 
it  is  up  to  the  management — and  the  man- 
agement alone — to  determine  which. 

So  much  has  been  written  and  said 
about  the  improper  operation  of  air  con- 
ditioning equipment  in  summer,  maintain- 
ing an  uncomfortably  big  differential  be- 
tween sidewalk  and  inside  temperature 
simply  for  “show-off”  purposes  that  it 
would  be  a waste  of  time  to  discuss  that 
abuse  here.  The  manager  who  persists 
in  chilling  his  patrons  at  this  late  date  in 
the  air  conditioning  of  theatres  is  simply 


hopeless,  and  the  sooner  he  is  replaced  by 
someone  who  knows  his  business  the  bet- 
ter it  will  be  for  all  concerned. 

Eskimos  Could  Take  It 

Lloyd  Lewis,  theatre  critic  of  the  Chi- 
cago Daily  News,  should  have  put  an  end 
to  all  that  several  years  ago,  when  he 
wrote  of  a picture  house  so  cold  that  the 
only  patrons  enjoying  themselves  were 
three  Eskimos,  and  the  man  seated  next 
to  him,  who  Lewis  thought  held  silent  and 
motionless  by  the  fascination  of  the  film, 
turned  out  to  be  frozen  to  death. 

But  news  travels  slowly,  even  in  a field 
so  infested  with  grapevines  as  is  motion 
picture  theatredom,  so,  as  we  all  know 
only  too  well,  there  still  are  managers  who 
believe  they  should  frappe  their  summer 
customers. 

Suppose,  for  a change,  we  turn  our  at- 
tention to  the  conscientious  house  man- 
ager who  is  giving  the  right  sort  of  at- 
tention to  the  operation  of  his  air  con- 


ditioning equipment,  and  in  winter  as  well 
as  in  summer. 

He  should  know,  if  he  does  not  realize 
it  fully  already,  that  he  owes  a debt  of 
responsibility  to  his  community. 

He  invites  its  citizens  to  his  theatre.  He 
offers  them  the  best  entertainment  he  can 
afford;  or  can  get.  He  presents  it  in 
surroundings  maintained  to  the  height  of 
his  ability  and  means. 

But  he  also  offers  them,  at  least  by  im- 
plication, a safe  place  in  which  to  obtain 
their  diversion. 

His  theatre,  however,  is  not  a safe  place 
for  his  patrons  unless  his  air  conditioning 
plant  is  operated  efficiently  every  day  in 
the  year. 

Then  he  can  bring  hundreds  of  persons 
together,  many  of  them  with  colds,  and 
so  supply  them  with  fresh,  clean,  hygienic 
air  that  they  actually  will  be  better  off 
than  if  they  were  cooped  up  at  home, 
windows  shut,  air  parched,  breathing  and 
re-breathing  the  effluvia  of  their  sisters, 
and  their  cousins,  and  their  aunts. 

Don’t  Sell  Sanitation  Short 

No  one,  yet,  thinks  of  the  well-con- 
ducted, air  conditioned  motion  picture 
theatre  as  a health  center.  It  should  be 
clear  to  any  thinking  exhibitor,  however, 
that  it  is,  and  that  the  public  should  be 
taught  that  it  is. 

Any  reputable  manufacturer  of  true  air 
conditioning  equipment  can  give  plenty 
of  examples  of  department  stores,  for  ex- 
ample, where  the  general  average  of 
health  of  the  staff  has  been  considerably 
improved  after  the  air  conditioning  of  the 
establishment,  and  where  absences  due  to 
colds  have  been  sharply  reduced.  There 
are  similar  striking  examples  of  health 
improvement  in  large  offices  and  other 
business  centers  where  large  numbers  of 
employes  work  in  close  quarters. 

The  smart  exhibitor  should  realize  that 


Modernizes 


Foyer 


A Mat  That  Does  More  Than  Just  Cover  the  Floor 

1  Cuts  cleaning  costs  to  a minimum.  Traps  all  dirt  at  the 

door,  keeps  it  out  of  sight,  and  prevents  tracking  through- 
out the  theatre. 

2  Eliminates  freciuent  redecorating  necessitated  by  tracked-in 

dirt  whirled  into  the  air  by  the  heating 
system. 

3 —  Modernizes  and  beautifies  entrance  and 
lobby.  Any  pattern  and  theatre  name  can 
be  made  from  the  eleven  attractive  basic 
colors. 

4 —  Eliminates  dangers  of  wet,  slippery  floor- 
ings. The  sure-grip  surface  is  safe  even 
with  high  heels.  Has  a non-trip  beveled 
edge.  Will  not  curl. 

5 —  Durable  and  reversible,  the  life  is  doubled. 


i; — Prevents  grit  being  tracked  onto  the  car- 
pets, prolonging  their  life. 

7 —  Easily  handled. 

8 —  Odorless. 

9 —  Moderately  priced. 

The  American  Mat  line  includes  a Mat  for 
Every  Ihirpose,  Write  tcKla.v  for  free  illus- 
trated folder  and  prices. 

I^hown  is  the  installation  in  the  Satuit  The- 
atre, Seitiiate,  Mass. 


AMERICAN  MAT  CORPORATION,  1719  Adams  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio 

Distributors  and  trained  matting  engineers  throughout  the  United  States. 


5G 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


a strong  offense  is  the  best  defense.  He 
should  get  together  such  figures  from  his 
own  community.  Air  conditioning  of  the 
right  sort  is  common  enough  now  for  him 
to  be  able  to  get  the  right  sort  of  good 
examples.  He  should  prepare  a com- 
parison between  the  health  record  of  his 
own  employes  now  and  before  his  theatre 
was  conditioned  or,  better  yet,  he  should 
prepare  a comparison  between  the  sick- 
ness figures  in  his  theatre  and  among  a 
similar  number  of  employes  in  any  non- 
conditioned  establishment. 

Ready  With  the  Right  Answer 

If  a “flu”  scare  ever  comes  his  way  he 
will  have — in  these  figures — a story  to 
impress  editors,  and  health  authorities, 
and  parents,  and  patrons  in  general  in 
any  case.  It  will  be  one  to  establish  him, 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  who  can  make 
him  or  break  him,  as  an  earnest  worker 
for  their  welfare. 

And  if  a “flu”  scare  does  start  in  his 
community  he  can  say,  honestly,  “Cer- 
tainly, close  your  schools  and  your 
churches  if  you  want  to,  places  where  you 
herd  hundreds  together  and  let  them 
breathe  and  re-breathe  hot,  harmful, 
dried-out  air,  but  leave  open  my  theatre 
so  that  these  same  people  can  have  a 
healthful,  beneficial  place  in  which  to 
find  protection  from  this  menace  you  are 
fighting.” 

Some  18,500  motion  picture  theatres  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  will  begin 
to  become  a powerful  public  health  in- 
fluence as  soon  as  their  managers  begin 
to  have  a real  consciousness  of  what  a 
big  business  asset  year-round  air  condi- 
tioning— rightly  exploited — can  be  to 
them. 


Advisory  Service  on 
Washrooms  Announced 

To  promote  greater  efficiency,  economy 
and  satisfaction  in  washrooms,  George  H. 
Swatek,  Industrial  Sales  Manager  of  the 
Scott  Paper  Co.,  Chester,  Pa.,  has  an- 


SOLD EVERYWHERE  BY  DEALERS  SGLUARE" 


GENERAL 
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nounced  the  publication  of  a new  booklet 
“Scott  Washroom  Advisory  Service,”  which 
introduces  a comprehensive  plan  for  pro- 
gressive management  to  make  washrooms 
pay  dividends  of  goodwill. 

The  booklet  is  issued  in  connection  with 
the  Scott  Washroom  Advisory  Service. 
This  department,  recently  created,  is  com- 
posed of  Washroom  Survey  Engineers  and 
offers  to  all  industry  a gratuitous  service 
which  speeds  up  washroom  traffic,  in- 
creases satisfaction  among  personnel,  les- 
sens maintenance  and  service  costs  and 
improves  general  appearance  and  sanita- 
tion of  washrooms  by  the  application  of 
certain  basic  rules. 

The  Survey  Engineers  are  trained  and 
experienced  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 


rendering  a service  which  is  highly  es- 
sential to  every  industrial  institution  in 
the  country.  After  a thorough  study  of 
the  engineering  and  scientific  planning  of 
the  washrooms  with  respect  to  equipment, 
congestion,  sanitation  and  other  factors 
has  been  made  by  these  experts,  a con- 
fidential report  is  furnished  without  obli- 
gation to  executives  of  the  company  for 
which  each  survey  is  made,  containing 
an  outline  of  findings  and  recommenda- 
tions. 


Be  sure  that  the  lounge  and  rest  rooms 
are  comfortable  in  every  respect.  If 
patrons  cannot  linger  here  comfortably, 
they  will  not  be  likely  to  feel  welcome  to 
come  back  often. 


^^That  Crowd  Out  Front^^ 

T 

A HEY  bring  in  a lot  of  dirt — those  folks  and  more  you  want  to 
come  in.  Yet  they  have  been  tracking  in  dirt  all  winter.  It  lies 
and  floats  everywhere.  If  you  neglect  thorough,  consistent  clean- 
ing, your  house  shows  it  quickly.  Box  office  drops.  Costly  replace- 
ments may  "clean  out"  any  winter's  profit.  But  that  need  not  be. 

Better  clean  out  the  dirt  for  almost  nothing. 

Those  folks  out  front  will  patronize  SOME  clean,  tidy,  spic-and- 
span  house.  They  like  to  look  at  clear,  bright  pictures,  to  hear  dis- 
tinct speech,  and  delicate  sound  effects.  Does  not  that  cleaning  job 
bear  directly  on  your  popularity? 

The  specialized  Super  Thea- 
tre Cleaner  meets  ALL  your  re- 
quirements — low-cost  cleaning, 
thoroughly  done;  screen  clean- 
ing; lamp  house  cleaning;  cur- 
tains, draperies,  high-up  things, 
from  the  floor.  Our  free  trial 
makes  it  easy  for  you  to  find  out 
these  facts.  And  to  learn  what 
money  they  will  save  you.  All 
risks  ours.  Ask  your  wholesaler  or 

THE  NATIONAL  SUPER 
SERVICE  COMPANY 

1941  North  12th  Street 
TOLEDO,  OHIO 


RUSSIALOID 

REG.  TRADE-MARK 

Artificial  Leather  for  Seating 

Modern  theatre  designers  and  owners  are  specify- 
ing RUSSIALOID  because  it  is  smarter  looking 
and  wears  better. 

RUSSIALOID  insures  long  and  satisfactory  ser- 
vice. Cleans  easily.  It  comes  in  many  fast  colors 
and  varied  patterns. 

Write  us  for  samples. 

THE  PANTASOTE  COMPANY,  INC. 

250  PARK  AVENUE  AT  46TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK 
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The  Carlton  . . . 

a Model  Midwestern  Modern  Cinema 

A case  wherein  the  correct  theory  of  show- 
manship was  combined  with  thrift  in  con- 
struction and  functional  outfitting. 


The  new  Carlton,  completed  late  last 
year  by  Glen  W.  Dickinson  Theatres, 
Inc.,  at  Manhattan,  Kansas,  is  one  of 
the  most  unusual  built  in  recent  years  in 
the  middlewest.  Tlie  grounds  of  the  large 
lot  on  which  it  has  been  set  are  land- 
scaped with  beautiful  evergreen  trees  and 
shrubs,  their  dark  green  contrasting  sharp- 
ly against  the  white  of  the  monolithic 
concrete  walls.  The  walls  themselves,  when 
the  neon  in  the  simple  slotted  designs  of 
sidewalls  is  turned  on  at  night,  bring  the 
entire  theatre  to  a glowing  life. 

The  style  of  the  Carlton  originated 
through  observations  of  Glen  W.  Dickin- 
son in  Mexico  last  winter,  and  it  was 
developed  into  architectural  layout  by  Louis 
Siebers,  the  circuit’s  architect.  For  the 
simplicity  of  adobe,  Mr.  Siebers  substi- 
tuted the  simplicty  of  reinforced  concrete, 
and  in  this  way  has  secured  a building 
impervious  to  high  winds  and  cyclones. 
Most  exhibitors  are  afraid  to  tackle  this 
type  of  construction  because  it  can  run 
into  a lot  of  money  if  not  handled  properly 
But  the  800-seat  house  required  an  outlay 
of  capital  for  ground,  building  and  equip- 
ment of  only  $50,000,  in  itself  an  unusual 
feat. 

No  Space  Wasted 

Every  inch  of  space  was  utilized  in  the 
theatre,  and  it  was  so  laid  out  that  it 
can  meet  hard  times  with  three-man 


operation;  operator,  cashier  and  manager- 
doorkeeper,  who  can,  from  the  entrance 
to  the  foyer  where  he  takes  tickets,  keep 
an  eye  on  the  entrance  and  on  all  four 
exits.  Also,  the  simple,  enduring  concrete 
structure  can  be  kept  up  economically  and 
easily. 

The  exterior  is  a combination  of  neon 
and  concrete.  The  neon  provides  color 
very  effectively  against  the  plain  mass  of 
wall,  with  narrow  slots  forming  an  at- 
tractive design  for  the  neon. 

On  the  north  several  feet  of  space  be- 
tween the  wall  and  sidewalk  was  utilized 
for  planting  evergreen  trees  and  shrubs. 
On  the  south  a large  lot  is  being  land- 
scaped and  fitted  with  fountains,  benches 
and  walks  for  the  patrons.  Located  in  the 
residential  section  two  blocks  from  the 
center  of  Manhattan,  plenty  of  parking 
space  is  available.  The  street  on  the  north 
is  scheduled  to  become  a cross-state  high- 
way. 

Walls  of  the  building  are  of  12-inch 
reinforced  concrete  with  “H”  beams  tying 
the  roof  beams  into  the  foundation,  while 
steel  rods  reinforce  the  whole. 

The  Carlton  is  significant  also  in  that 
it  is  Dickinson’s  fortieth  theatre,  opened 

Impervious  to  high  winds  and  hard 
times.  A modern  theatre  of  the  mono- 
lithic type  with  plenty  of  eye  appeal. 


A foyer  of  unusual  elegance  and  effi- 
ciency, furnished  for  convenience,  com- 
fort and  the  display  of  coming  events. 


in  the  city  where  he  started  in  theatre 
business  some  sixteen  years  ago  with  the 
Dickinson  Theatre,  now  the  “B”  house 
there.  It  is  named  for  his  youngest  son, 
Carlton  Campbell  Dickinson,  and  is  being 
managed  along  with  the  older  house  by  his 
eldest  son,  Glen  W.,  jr. 

Arranged  for  Advertising 

Liberal  use  of  oversized  display  boards 
for  40  by  60  blowups  is  a feature  of  the 
theatre  and  is  characteristic  of  all  Dick- 
inson houses.  'The  marquee  has  no  change- 
able copy  attraction  panel  but  reads  “A 
Dickinson  Theatre,  Best  in  the  West.”  The 
three  boards  inset  in  the  wall  on  the  east 
side  advertise  the  attractions.  'There  are 
seven  boards  inside,  so  arranged  that  only 
one  board  need  be  used  for  each  picture; 
that  is,  for  current  and  coming  attrac- 
tions. If  necessary,  this  would  reduce  the 
cost  of  paper  per  picture  appreciably. 
Paper  on  coming  attractions  is  rotated  so 
that  the  boards  present  variety.  Two  boards 
are  located  in  the  lobby,  five  in  the  foyer. 
Outside  frames  are  trimmed  in  burgundy, 
which  is  the  background  color  of  the  mar- 
quee and  ticket  chopper. 

Mr.  Siebers  sketched  the  marquee  from 
Mr.  Dickinson’s  original  design.  The  mar- 
quee and  slotted  sidewall  designs  contain 
1,342  feet  of  neon,  predominantly  in  power 
green.  All  the  neon  used  at  the  front 
takes  a double  load  of  current,  60  in- 
stead of  the  usual  30  amperes. 

Entrance  doors  open  into  the  small  and 
compact  lobby  from  either  side  of  the  box- 
office,  which  sets  in  the  center  of  the 
curved  front.  The  boxoffice  is  constructed 


All  Exhibitors, 

Please  Note 

If  you  have  recently  remodeled  or 
otherwise  modernized  your  theatre  and 
are  particularly  proud  of  the  result, 
please  send  us  photographs  and  de- 
tails. Through  the  presentation  of 
these  Case  Histories,  it  is  our  purpose 
to  raise  the  standard  of  theatre  con- 
struction and  outfitting  and  thus  ren- 
der a service  to  the  entire  industry. 
Your  cooperation  is  requested. — The 
Editor. 
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of  green  structural  glass  with  ivory  stripes. 
The  lobby  provides  an  attractive  but  sim- 
ple entry  into  the  theatre.  In  one  corner 
a window  opening  provides  access  to  the 
“Lobby  Shop,”  a 41/2  by  6-foot  compart- 
ment for  the  popcorn  machine  and  its  uni- 
formed attendant.  A machine  blower  is 
built  into  the  room  to  exhaust  the  popcorn 
odor  through  the  roof. 

The  wall  separating  the  lobby  from  the 
foyer  is  flush  with  the  first  aisle  entrance. 
The  manager,  standing  at  the  ticket  chop- 
per inside  the  lobby  door,  can  watch  both 
entrances  and  the  cashier’s  cage;  and  by 
turning  he  can  see  through  the  entrance 
to  the  first  aisle,  both  rear  exits  and  as 
well  the  exit  on  the  south  side  of  the 
foyer. 

Decorated  Acoustically 

Decoration  throughout  the  interior  was 
achieved  largely  by  use  of  wood  fibre  block 
tiles.  Even  the  moulding  at  the  juncture 
of  ceiling  and  walls  is  of  this  acoustical 
material  and  very  attractive.  In  the  foyer 
the  waUs  are  of  light  blue  grey  at  the 
top,  powder  blue  in  the  middle  portion 
and  darker  blue  at  the  bottom,  with  nar- 
row stainless  steel  strips  to  mark  the  wide 
panels.  Display  case  frames  are  in  three 
shades  of  magenta,  lighted  with  lumiline 
lamps  on  a background  of  orchid  and 
green.  The  foyer  furniture  is  upholstered 
in  blue  with  stainless  steel  trim. 

Rest  rooms  are  at  the  south  end  of  the 
foyer  against  the  outside  wall.  The  mana- 
ger’s office  is  north  of  the  rest  rooms. 
In  the  center  of  the  east  wall  of  the 
foyer,  luxuriously  carpeted  stairways  to 
the  balcony  are  located. 

The  balcony  for  overflow  crowds  has  50 
seats  on  each  side  of  the  booth  thus  giving 
the  auditorium  a total  of  nearly  800  seats. 
Two  louvres  at  the  back  of  the  balcony 
on  either  side  of  the  booth  exhaust  stale 
air  through  the  roof. 

The  projection  room  is  II  feet  wide,  nine 
feet  deep  and  nine  feet  high.  It  is  equipped 
with  the  newest  type  projectors  and  sound 
equipment:  simplified  high  intensity  arc 
lamps  and  rectifiers. 

Five  feet  six  inches  of  space  was  al- 
lowed between  the  roof  and  the  ceiling  o 
the  auditorium.  An  inch  thickness  of 
wood  fibre  insulation  was  laid  on  the 
capsheet  and  over  that  two  30-poimd  lay- 
ers of  felt  and  asphalt  were  put  down. 
For  further  insulation  and  sound  absorp- 
tion at  this  point,  the  ceiling  was  con- 
structed of  wood  fibre  composition  laid  in 
tile  formation. 

The  interior  color  scheme  of  the  audi- 
torium is  blue,  grey  and  turquoise.  The 
only  design  for  the  ceiling  is  a panel 
composed  of  a single  row  of  blue  tiles,  two 
of  natural  colored  tiles  and  two  of  grey- 
white  blocks,  which  rims  the  full  length 
of  the  auditorium. 

Structurally  Sound  Fit 

The  ceiling  is  flat  and  by  holding  it  low 
— it  is  18  feet  at  the  back,  22  feet  at  the 
stage — the  volume  of  sound  was  reduced 
but  not  enough  to  affect  true  tone  and 
definition.  By  this  practical  method,  the 
bounce  of  big  volume  with  its  low  defi- 
nition and  blurred  effect,  characteristic 
of  high  ceilinged  and  funnel  type  houses, 
was  abated.  The  sound  in  the  Carlton  has 
a wide  range  that  separates  tones  to  make 
them  distinct. 

Three  light  fixtures  on  each  side  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  62) 


The  Carlton’s  auditorium  is  an  excellent  example  of  functional  planning  in  the  ap- 
plication of  acoustical  efficiency  to  its  decorative  effects.  Patron  comfort  is  the 
keynote  here. 


THEATRE  MODERNIZING  GUIDE 


Through  the  co-operation  of  our  affiliated  architects,  leading  manufac- 
turers, their  engineers,  designers,  dealers,  contractors  and  others,  a ma- 
jority of  whom  are  active  members  of  The  Modern  Theatre  Planning 
Institute,  we  ore  prepared  to  assist  the  theatre-owner  in  selection  and 
application  of  all  commodities  and  services  needed  in  remodeling  and 
modernizing  by  placing  him  in  touch  with  dependable  sources  of  sup- 
ply. As  sponsor  of  the  Institute,  we  strive  to  imjpartiolly  relay  each 
inquiry  only  to  sources  of  reliable  information.  However,  we  do  not 
guarantee  all  statements  or  claims  made  in  connection  with  products 
offered. 


MAIL  THIS  FORM  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  Planning  Institute,  3-4-39 

Room  334 — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111. 


Gentlemen:  Without  cost  or  obligation  please  arrange  to  have  data  supplied  to  us 


covering  the  following  £ 

□ Acoustics 

G Air  Conditioning 

□ Amplifiers 

G Architectural  Service 
G Carpets 
G Coin  Changers 
G Complete  Remodeling 


G Decorating 
G Heating  Equipment 
G Lighting  Fixtures 
G Lounge  Furniture 
G Plumbing  Fixtures 
G Projectors 
G Projection  Lamps 


G Screens 
G Seating 

G Signs  and  Marquees 
G Sound  Equipment 
G Theatre  Fronts 
G Ticket  Machines 
G Other  Subjects 


Theatre  Seating  Capacity 

Address  

City  State. 


Signed. 


( Owner-Manager) 
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You're  Paying  a Pretty  Stiff  Price 
for  Poor  Projection 


OME  of  you  exhibitors  no  doubt  will 
take  prompt  exception  to  the  in- 
ference that  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  your  screen  presentation.  Others  of 
you  will  perhaps  feel  disposed  to  argue 
the  point  that  you  are  best  able  to  an- 
swer for  yourselves  in  this  most  intimate 
phase  of  your  operations. 

To  all  conscientious  objectors  who  can 
rightfully  claim  exemption  to  the  rule  ex- 
pressed in  the  above  title,  we  gratefully 
yield  and  extend  our  congratulations.  We 
feel  certain  that  such  of  you  will  concur 
heartily  in  what  we  have  to  say. 

This  industry,  according  to  a source  of 
most  reliable  information,  must  face  some 
rather  startling  percentage  figures  on  the 
present  state  of  its  projection.  As  a basis 
for  our  conclusions  on  this  point,  we  pre- 
sent the  following  excerpt  from  the  re- 
port on  a theatre  survey  made  a short 
time  ago  by  the  Projection  Practice  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  Motion  Picture 
Engineers.  It  reads : 

“Although  the  survey  includes  only 


about  4 per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
theatres  in  operation  in  the  United  States, 
care  was  taken  so  that  these  600  theatres 
would  represent  a fair  cross-section  of  all 
the  theatres  of  the  country.  Theatres  in 
every  state  and  theatres  of  capacities  vary- 
ing from  200  to  4,000  seats  are  included 
in  the  survey.  Averages  computed  from 
the  sui’vey  at  a point  when  400  theatres 
were  covered  showed  the  same  index  values 
as  when  the  number  of  theatres  surveyed 
reached  600,  indicating  that  the  facts 
obtained  are  fairly  representative  of  gen- 
eral theatre  conditions. 

“The  information  obtained  from  the 
survey  reveals  the  fact  that  the  basic  the- 
atre forms,  relative  screen  sizes,  and  view- 
ing conditions  vary  to  a wide  extent. 
Variations  in  design,  as  shown  in  the 
graphs,  spread  over  an  extent  of  at  least 
three  times  what  might  be  regarded  as 
tolerable.  Only  16  per  cerit  of  all  the 
theatres  surveyed  proved  to  have  satisfac- 
tory conditions  for  all  the  basic  considera- 
tions  of  proper  motion  picture  presenta- 


tion. Considering  only  the  theatres  erected 
after  1930,  the  percentage  was  27.” 

The  Equipment  Angle 

While  the  survey  was  made  primarily 
to  establish  criteria  for  the  development 
of  much  needed  improvement  in  theatre 
design  for  better  projection  and  sound 
reproduction  rather  than  a research  into 
the  mechanical  fitness  of  our  theatres, 
nevertheless  it  provides  some  food  for 
thought  in  the  direction  of  equipment  ef- 
ficiency. 

There’s  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  our 
industry  as  a whole  is  “paying  a pretty 
stiff  price  for  poor  projection.”  It  doesn’t 
matter  much  whether  the  cause  may  be 
found  in  faulty  theatre  design  or  in  the 
failure  of  management  to  keep  pace  with 
equipment  progress. 

The  movie-going  public  is  not  concerned 
with  the  cause.  The  clarity  of  the  pic- 
ture on  the  screen — the  audibility  of  the 
sound  as  they  receive  it  at  their  seats;  the 
effect  on  eyes,  ears  and  emotions.  All 
these  things  either  add  to  or  subtract 
from  the  price  you  pay  for  projection. 
And  the  account  is  either  payable  or  col- 
lectable at  the  boxoffice. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  the  archi- 
tectural form  of  many  houses  is  a serious 
handicap  to  good  projection  and  soimd, 
and  equally  true  that  shapes  and  sizes  of 
auditoria  are  a contributing  factor.  In 
too  many  instances  the  projection  sys- 
tem has  been  a structural  afterthought. 

But  the  opinion  will  not  down  that  over- 
used, out-dated  and  under-capacity  equip- 
ment is  today’s  greatest  drawback  to 
screen  presentation  as  the  public  demands 
it.  As  a matter  of  fact,  many  of  the 
structural  faults  of  our  existing  theatres 
herein  referred  to  might  be  overcome  suc- 
cessfully by  the  installation  of  modern 
projection  equipment. 

The  average  exhibitor,  and  we  say  it  ad- 
visedly, expects  a projector  and  its  ac- 
cessories to  function  as  efficiently  in  old 
age,  with  a modicum  of  maintenance,  as  it 
did  in  its  youth,  disregarding  the  fact  that 
during  the  interim  science  has  continued 
to  add  improvements  and  refinements, 
extra  capacity  and  economies  of  operation 
that  tend  to  relegate  old  models  more 
rapidly  as  time  goes  on. 

The  Commercial  Aspect 

Today  the  theatre  owner  assumes  a rela- 
tion to  the  general  public  similar  to  that 
of  any  other  tradesman.  Like  the  grocer 
or  the  dry  goods  merchant,  he  must  first 
select  a good  product  and  then  sell  and 
then  deliver  it  to  his  patrons.  The  com- 
modity he  handles  is  entertainment. 

Selection  of  product  (pictures)  is  the 
important  first  step.  Selling  next  becomes 
the  function  of  first  rate  publicity  in  the 
press  and  at  the  point  of  sale,  with  eye- 
catching display  and  convincing  an- 
nouncement of  current  events.  Delivery 
is  the  next  phase  and  a most  important 
one  it  is. 

Projection — screen  presentation — ^is  the 
final  delivery  of  the  product.  In  this  act 
of  putting  the  picture  on  the  screen  and 
thus  delivering  it  to  the  public  lies  the 
chief  responsibility  of  theatre  management. 

Up  to  this  point  of  final  delivery  and 
disclosure  to  the  public,  all  the  work  of 
authors,  writers,  producers,  artists,  di- 
rectors, actors,  cameramen  and  myriad 


The  remarkable  extent  of  progress  in  projection  eauipment  during  the  past  35  years 
is  depicted  in  this  lounge  display  at  the  Trans-Lux  (newsreel)  Theatre,  at  Broadway 
and  A9th  Street,  New  York  City,  arranged  for  Manager  W.  S.  Schoening  by  P.  A.  Mc- 
Guire, of  International  Projector  Corporation,  and  Clarence  Secor,  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  Company.  The  veteran  hand-operated  Powers’  Cameragraph,  vintage  of 
1904,  is  dwarfed  in  comparison  with  the  1939  sound-equipped  Simplex,  the  component 
parts  of  which  are  detailed  for  the  public  on  the  adjacent  easel. 
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technicians  involved  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  product  has  no  definite  tangible 
value. 

No  matter  what  the  activity  of  anyone 
who  participated  in  the  production  may 
have  been,  his  work  is  merely  a part  of 
some  film  stored  away  in  a can.  When  it 
finally  reaches  the  screen  and  creative 
genius  is  thus  unfolded  to  the  audience,  it 
begins  to  have  value  to  all  concerned,  in- 
cluding the  exhibitor.  In  order  that  it 
may  be  given  its  greatest  value,  the  pro- 
jection should  be  just  as  good  as.  it  can  be 
made.  Certainly  “Better  Projection  Pays.” 

Theatre  owners  are  necessarily  obliged 
to  spend  money  for  improvements  accord- 
ing to  their  means.  No  one,  none  the  less 
a reputable  manufacturer  of  reliable  equip- 


Clear  pictures,  all  of  the  time,  are  as 
necessary  as  clear,  fresh  air  and  year 
'round  temperature  control.  Don't  take 
chances!  Replace  worn,  soiled  or  gray 
screens  promptlyl  There's  a Da-Lite 
Screen  with  the  right  surface  for  your 
theatre. 


Da-Lite  Screen  Co.,  Inc. 

2725  N.  Crawford  Ave.  Chicago,  111. 


ment,  would  urge  an  owner  to  put  in  new 
equipment  at  the  risk  of  going  broke. 

But  every  theatre  owner  and  manager, 
we  believe,  should  realize  that  a good, 
clear,  sharply  defined,  steady  picture  is 
most  pleasing  to  his  patrons  and  must 
therefore  have  considerable  influence  to- 
ward building  up  patronage. 

The  Least  Can  Be  Done 

The  least  any  exhibitor  can  do  is  try 
to  make  his  projection  just  a little  bit 
better  than  his  nearest  competitor’s.  This 
ofttimes  can  be  done  by  moderate  repairs 
to  present  equipment  or  by  replacement 
of  offending  units  at  modest  expense  until 
such  time  as  he  can  afford  entirely  up-to- 
date  equipment. 

Such  routine  repairs  or  partial  replace- 
ments as  are  needed  or  expedient  should 
be  entrusted  only  to  capable  hands.  Too 
much  depends  on  the  performance  of  a 
projector  to  permit  its  being  placed  in  the 
hands  of  amateur  repairmen.  Applica- 
tion of  genuine  repair  parts,  produced  by 
the  factory  that  made  the  equipment 
originally,  should  be  insisted  on  firmly. 

In  this  discussion  of  the  importance  of 
better  projection,  we  have  referred  fre- 
quently to  “the  projector”  because  it  is 
the  most  prominent  item  in  the  projection 
scheme.  All  reference  herein,  however, 
applies  to  the  entire  projection  system  in 
which  the  smallest  item  is  an  important 
link  in  the  chain  of  competency. 

The  method  by  which  current  is  trans- 
formed, the  machinery  that  produces  the 
light  source,  the  lamphouse  and  its  ap- 
purtenances, lenses,  shutters,  changeover 
devices  and  last  but  not  least,  the  screen 
itself,  all  play  their  parts.  And  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  no  piece  of  machinery 
or  mechanical  contrivance  improves  with 
age.  They  all  wear  out  sooner  than  we’d 
like  to  have  them.  Deterioration  creeps 
on  steadily  in  all  projection  equipment — 
so  gradual  in  most  cases  that  usefulness 
has  expired  before  we  hardly  suspect  it. 

Thus  the  owner  or  manager  who  is  quite 
well  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  his  pro- 
jection, even  to  the  point  of  boasting  about 
the  age  of  his  equipment,  may  well  check 
up  to  find  out  that  he’s  paying  a pretty 
stiff  price  for  projection  that  is  poor  by 
comparison  with  present  standards  estab- 
lished by  competition. 

Yes,  “Better  Projection  Pays.”  And 
never  before  in  the  history  of  theatre 
business  was  it  a more  profitable  invest- 
ment than  it  is  today.  Because  the  pub- 
lic wants  it. 


TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


Nat  M.  Williams, 

General  Manager  of  the 
Interstate  Enterprises, 

Thomasville,  Ga. 

Survey  Prevents 
Serious  Blaze  in 
Theatre  in  South 

THOMASVILLE,  GA.— "Not  satisfied  with 
making  his  regular  inspections  of  the  sound 
equipment  in  our  theatres,  our  Altec  inspec- 
tor, L.  W.  McClung,  took  it  upon  himselt  to 
make  all  our  people  'fire-extinguisher  con- 
scious.’ He  personally  made  a survey  of  ex- 
tinguishers in  the  Rose,  Mode  and  Ritz  in 
Thomasville,thePineinPelham,Ga., the  Ilex, 
in  Quitman,  Ga.,  and  the  Shaw  and  Roxy 
in  Quincy,  Fla.,”  said  Nat.  M.  Williams, 
General  Manager,  Interstate  Enterprises. 

"Within  less  than  a week  after  McClung 
made  his  survey,  we  had  a fire  in  the  Shaw 
Theatre,  at  Quincy,  Fla.  The  fire  was  put 
under  control  with  a minor  loss,  but  if  Mc- 
Clung hadn’t  made  that  survey,  it  could  have 
resulted  in  a serious  property  loss,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  possibility  of  panic  among 
the  patrons. 

"What  the  Altec  man  did  wasn’t  part  of 
his  work,  but  such  extra  and  unsolicited  ser- 
vice certainly  makes  for  an  exhibitor’s  peace 
of  mind.” 


The  regular  inspections  of  an  Altec  Service  in- 
spector guard  your  theatre  against  emergency 
breakdowns.  Without  obligation,  let  the  Altec 
inspector  in  your  locality  explain  the  advan- 
tages of  an  Altec  Service  Agreement.  Write  to— 

JILTEC 

250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 


Keep  off  the  toboggan! 

Install  a TRANSVERTER  with  maintained 
efficiency,  rather  than  equipment  that  starts 
to  go  downhill  from  the  day  you  buy  it. 

Sold  through  The  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  in  Canada, 
General  Theatre  Supply  Co.;  or  write  us 

THE  HERTNER  ELECTRIC  CO. 

12695  Elmwood  Avenue  Cleveland,  Ohio,  U,  S.  A, 

EXCLUSIVE  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  TRANSVERTER 
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Ilf  supply  imi 


WHAT  YOU  MAY  NEED 
AND  WHERE  TO  FIND  IT 


“MAGIC-WEATHER” 

FANS 

AIR-WASHERS 
COMBINATION  UNITS 

Amazing  results  at  a cost  within 
reason — The  low  cost  cooling  equip- 
ment that  quickly  pays  for  itself. 

THE  BALLANTYNE  CO. 

222  No.  16th  Omaha,  Nebr. 


WHKN  YOU  FASTEN  ANYTHING 
IN  MASONRY,  DEPEND  ON  THESE 
CHICAGO  PRODUCTS 
Expansion  nuts  where  exterior  finish 
is  important. 

Four  theatre  style  expansion  holts 
for  fastening  theatre  seats  perma- 
nently. 

Drill  points,  chucks  and  setting  tools. 
SEE  YOUR  DEALER  — or  write  us. 

CHICAGO  EXPANSION  BOLT  CO. 

Room  601,  134  S.  Clinton  St.,  Chicago 


The  Carlton  . . . 

A Model  Midwestern 
Modern  Cinema 

(Continued  from  page  59) 


auditorium  are  equipped  with  40  bulbs  to 
produce  ten  different  color  combinations 
for  reflection  of  season  and  weather.  More 
color  changes  and  combinations  are  pos- 
sible with  this  type  of  fixtures  than  with 
indirect  lighting. 

Two  52  by  64-inch  inlet  louvres  for  the 
air  conditioning  system  are  located  at 
each  side  of  the  stage.  From  lip  of  stage 
to  backwall  is  ten  feet;  the  stage  is  38 
feet  wide  and  the  space  from  stage  to 
ceiling  is  18  feet.  It  is  large  enough  for 
“presentation  acts”  only.  Flush  with  the 
stage,  the  18  by  20-inch  air  outlets  ex- 
haust back  and  through  the  roof. 

A border  which  is  grooved  and  beveled 
like  a moulding  is  of  blue  interior  finish 
material  to  outline  the  proscenium  arch. 
The  curtain  is  of  eggshell  buff  brocade 
lined  with  deep  blue  velour  and  with  sil- 
ver-lined valance  draperies.  The  screen  is 
extra  large,  14  by  18  feet. 

Cooled  by  Washed  Air 

The  two  aisles  in  the  auditorium  are  five 
feet  wide  and  are  covered  with  54-inch 
whipcord  carpet  inset  in  concrete  and  laid 
over  125-ounce  padding.  Posture  correct 
seats  of  blue  velour  with  full  spring  con- 
struction have  a space  of  34  inches  from 
back  to  back.  The  drop  from  back  to  stage 
is  44  inches,  to  assure  proper  sightlines. 
All  inside  doors  have  offset  arches  out- 
lined in  blue  and  draped  in  deep  tur- 
quoise. 

On  each  side  of  the  stage  at  the  rear 
is  the  air  conditioning  and  heating  equip- 


Speclfy  GoldE  Standard 
Products  and  know  you 
have  the  best  in  Spotlights, 
Rewinds,  Rewind  Tables, 
Film  Cabinets,  New  Alum- 
inum Magazines,  Stereopti- 
cons.  Cleaner  Stands,  New 
Roto-Chrome  Color  Spot- 
light, Changeover,  Take- 
ups,  etc.  — New  Catalog. 

GOLDE  MFG,  CO. 

1214-22  W.  Madison  St. 

Chicago,  Illinois 


HEYWOOD  - WAKEFIELD 

Streamline 

SEATS 

Made  to  Order  for  the  Modem  Theatre 


NEW  SEAT  CATALOG 
NOW  READY— WRITE 

Pictures  and  describes 
all  types  Peabody  The- 
atre Seats.  Attractive 
modern  designs.  Comfort- 
able quality  seats  for 
every  theatre  need.  Free 
Catalog  sent  on  request. 

Peabody  Seating  Co. 

North  Manchester,  Ind, 


ADLER  SILHOUETTE 
LETTERS  and  STAINLESS 
STEEL  SUPPORTING  FRAMES 

in  All  Sizes  and  Constructions. 
Protected  by  National  Patent  Corp. 

ADLER  SIGN  LETTER  COMPANY 

2909  Indiana  Ave.  CHICAGO 


ment.  The  fans  pull  washed  air  in 
through  green  louvres  outside  on  the  rear 
wall.  Forward  from  the  north  rear  exit  is 
a small  room  created  by  the  curve  of  the 
auditorium  wall  into  the  stage,  which  has 
been  equipped  as  an  usherettes’  dressing 
room.  A similar  room  on  the  opposite  side, 
also  9 by  7 feet  in  size,  is  used  as  a 
janitor’s  supply  room. 

The  theory  of  ownership  in  making  the 
theatre  as  simple  and  functional  as  pos- 
sible is  that  a patron  comes  to  the  the- 
atre to  see  the  picture,  not  to  sit  in  the 
lobby  or  watch  ceiling  and  wall  decora- 
tions. 'The  simplest  and  most  effective 
method  of  getting  the  picture  across  to 
him  then  is  the  prime  objective  in  con- 
structing a theatre. 

The  new  Carlton  is  typically  midwestern 
in  its  inexpensiveness  and  in  its  ability 
to  resist  both  high  winds  and  hard  times. 
Reaction  of  other  exhibitors  has  been 
unanimously  favorable.  Mr.  Dickinson  ex- 
pects to  build  other  theatres  along  similar 
lines,  and  unquestionably  the  style  of  the 
new  Carlton  will  affect  theatre  building 
in  general  in  this  area  for  years  to  come. 


Modernize  your  lighting  and  you’ve 
gone  a long  way  toward  bringing  the 
house  up-to-date.  Modern  lighting  serves 
the  double  duty  of  providing  better  sight 
and  greater  attractiveness. 


A patron  who  is  seated  comfortably  be- 
comes and  remains  one  of  the  theatre’s 
most  ardent  boosters.  Modem  posture 
seating  makes  for  contented  patrons. 


What  Has  Air  Conditioning 
Done  for  Theatres 
and  Vice  Versa? 

(Continued  from  page  33) 


bit  of  common-sense  engineering  might 
have  saved  you  something. 

Now  here’s  our  tip  to  theatre  men : 
Stop  being  the  goat  for  gadget  makers 
who  want  to  use  your  place  of  business 
as  a guinea  pig.  Stop  buying  equipment 
until  you’ve  found  out  or  figured  out  exact- 
ly what  you  want  it  to  do.  Misfit  equip- 
ment and  mal-installation  are  the  moronic  ’ 
offspring  of  substitution.  Look  beyond  the 
first  cost  to  the  final  result.  Don’t  lead 
with  your  chin,  by  asking  for  low  price. 

In  the  meantime,  we  shall  continue  to 
urge  upon  all  reputable  air  conditioning 
equipment  manufacturers  the  importance 
of  your  theatre  as  a contact  point  for 
public  favor.  We  have  asked  that  con- 
sideration quite  firmly  in  the  belief  that 
a majority  of  you  will  cooperate,  if  given 
an  opportunity  to  do  so.  A joint  respon- 
sibility for  conditions  complained  of  ex- 
tends right  on  down  the  line  to  the  ulti- 
mate consumer — the  public. 

It  may  be  true,  as  herembcfore  sug- 
gested, that  “the  manufacturers’  and  air 
conditioning  engineers’  failure  has  been 
in  their  inability  to  sell  a good  job.”  But 
that  falls  short  of  explaining  why  so  many 
theatre  owners  nowadays  ask  imploringly, 
“WHY  didn’t  somebody  tell  me  these 
things?” 


62 


The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


A Fireside  Chat  with 
My  Constituents 

(Continued  from  page  37) 

trying  to  accomplish,  there  is  outstanding 
one  big  thing:  Proper  air  distribution.  Yet 
the  principles  of  good  air  distribution  are 
simple,  although  many  times  it’s  a bit 
hard  to  make  a proper  application.  So 
many  of  you  try  to  blow  air  into  your 
houses  through  open  holes  in  the  ceiling 
with  baffle  boards  beneath.  Why  you  do 
this  baffles  me. 

Poor  Circulation  Pronounced 

Others  of  you  attempt  to  distribute  air 
all  over  your  houses  through  two  supply 
openings,  one  on  each  side  of  the  stage, 
and  neither  of  them  very  high.  Now  if 
the  auditorium  is  not  over  75  feet  long, 
we  can  properly  distribute  air  all  over  it 
from  the  stage-end  of  the  house  provided 
those  air  supply  openings  are  sufficiently 
close  to  the  ceiling  line  and  provided  a 
special  air  diffuser  grille  is  used.  And 
this  air  diffuser  grille  has  to  be  fabri- 
cated especially  for  the  shape  of  the  par- 
ticular theatre  wherein  it  is  to  be  used. 

When  the  theatre  is  more  than  75  feet 
long,  an  overhead  duct  system  gives  the 
best  results.  You  can  distribute  your  air 
vertically  downward  through  the  ceiling  if 
you  go  and  buy  yourself  a high  velocity 
no-draft  air  diffuser. 

But  now  that  I have  already  exceeded 
the  word  limit  laid  down  by  the  Editor,  I 
must  leave  off.  I should  get  extra  money 
for  extra  words,  because  like  Mumm’s,  they 
are  extra  good  and  extra  dry.  There  is 
the  word  that  has  been  tormenting  me  all 
afternoon.  It  sparkles  in  my  memory  as 
it  does  in  a tall-stemmed  glass.  Mumm — 
a word  that  the  Editor  has  not  mentioned 
to  me,  hence  my  loquacity. 

But  I still  have  hopes,  and  I will  con- 
tinue to  strive  to  serve  you-all  until  one 
of  you  in  token  of  appreciation  of  my 
efforts  says  to  me  with  the  light  of  in- 
vitation in  his  eyes — “Mumm’s  the  Word.” 


Don’t  waste  good  projection  light  on  a 
yellowed  screen.  That’s  like  throwing 
away  dollars  to  save  pennies.  Get  a new 
screen  and  make  use  of  all  the  light  you’re 
paying  for. 


Complete  remodeling  often  pulls  a the- 
atre out  of  the  mire  of  unprofitable  opera- 
tion in  a surprisingly  short  time.  It  pays 
for  itself  and  then  pays  dividends  on  the 
investment. 


Do  Yoyr  Seats  Need 
New  Upholstery? 


Then  Upholster  With 


The  Imitation  Leather 
That  is  ...  . distinctive 

Used  by  Leading  Theatre  Circuits 
^WATERPROOF 
+WASHABLE 
^DURABLE 
-►FLEXIBLE 

Most  numbers  in  roller  gi'ain,  eliminating 
plate  marks.  All  numbers  in  stock  for 
immediate  delivery. 

Send  for  our  sample  books. 

ATLANTIC  MERCANTILE  CO. 

109  West  64th  St.  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Stop  Pouring 
Money  Down 
the  Sewer! 

If  the  air  condition- 
ing system  you  own  or 
are  planning  does  not 
use  a MARLEY  Cooling 
Tower  it  is  wasteful. 
Let  Marley  cool  and 
recirculate  that  warm 
water  from  compressor 
and  condenser  which 
is  now  running  down 
the  sewer,  draining 
away  profits. 


SAVE  98%  on  Cost  of  Water 


for  air  conditioning  with  a MARLEY 
COOLING  TOWER.  Inquire  today! 


The  two  illustrations  at  the  top  show  the  attrac- 
tive result  of  including  a cooling  tower  in  the 
building  plans.  Similar  large  towers  may  be  in- 
stalled on  any  theatre  roof,  without  the  masonry 
encasement.  Below  are  inexpensive  units  for  small 
theatres,  lor  outdoors  or  roof  (left)  or  for  indoor 
service  (right). 


The  MARLEY  Company 

Fairfax  and  Marley  Roads  Kansas  City,  Kansas 


De  Luxe  projection  is  yours  with  this  steady, 
briiiiant,  snow-white  light.  .. . it’s  essential  to 
proper  projection  of  color  pictures. 


For  sale  by  Independent  Theotre  Supply 
Dealers  everywhere.  . . Demonstration 
without  obligation. 


Write  today  for  free  catalog  on  Strong 
unconditionally  guaranteed  products . . . 
your  guide  to  better  projection. 


rn/^Vl^ELECTHIC  COUPOHATION 

I 1/  V / I \ V 1 2S01  LA6HANGE  STREET  • TOLEDO,  OHIO 

'I  / I « ■'  r ^ .fktB; n nriAn  nnn  . . ..  \i  .i  w-. 
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Announce  New  Rectifier 

The  Baldor  Electric  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
announces  development  of  a new  30 
ampere  rectifier  for  a low  intensity  arc, 
designated  as  model  308. 

Featuring  the  new  development  is  the 
transformer  which  is  of  the  two-coil  in- 


sulated type,  completely  insulating  the 
lamp  circuit  from  the  line  circuit,  thereby 
eliminating  all  danger  of  electric  shocks 
from  the  rectifier. 

Other  features  include  an  improved 
method  of  adjusting  the  current  at  the 
arc,  assuring  long  bulb  life;  and  a more 
compact  design. 
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W 

Wagner  .Sign  Service,  Inc 64 

AVood  Conversion  Co 51 


(A  GENUINE  Installation  of  Wagner  Multiple- .Size  Letters,  the  Empress  Theatre,  St.  Louis) 

Beware  of  IMITATIONS 
of  WAGNER  Letters  and  Structures 

IMITATIONS  made  with  lugs  have  now  been  practically  abandoned  because  they 
iroze  in  signs  in  winter  and  at  other  times  were  inclined  to  fall  out  of  the  signs. 

Many  partial-silhouette  IMITATIONS  were  made  that  gave  poor  readability. 

Now  IMITATIONS  are  made  that  almost  duplicate  Wagner  in  APPEARANCE — 
but  structures  ore  flimsy  and  apt  to  fall  apart. 

WAGNER  LETTERS  and  3-in-l  FRAMES  (glass-in-frame  construction)  have  NO 
EQUAL,  and  while  imitation  is  flattery,  we  do  not  want  to  be  judged  by  such 
imitations. 

And  Don’t  Forget 

Wagner  Letters  and  Structures  are  fully  patented  and  we  are  suing  a sign  letter 
manufacturer  and  a user  of  one  of  its  signs,  for  infringement. 

WAGNER  SIGN  SERVICE,  Inc. 

218  S.  Hoyne  Ave CHICAGO  123  W.  64th  St NEW  YORK 

706  E.  Hancock  Ave DETROIT  6 Britain  St TORONTO 

Pacific  Coast  Representative;  B.  F.  Shearer  Company 


REYNOLDS 

Pi'LQct  Shot  BLOWER 

hWVv\A''W\/VHN/4/lAH'VVV^^ 

Reynolds  Monufocturing  Co.,  412  Prospect  Ave.,  N.E.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


M7.50UP 

including  vari- 
able speed  con- 
trol, belt  and 
motor  pulley. 

Also  used  for  ex- 
haust, circulating 
warm  air  in  win- 
ter,  and  with 
washed  air,  re- 
frigeration, and 
Reynolds  cold 
water  type  cool- 
ing coil  systems. 


Cool 

and 

Ventilate 

Economically 


Quiet 

Vibrationless 
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The  MODERN  THEATRE  SECTION 


Many  theater  patrons  prefer  the  hack  seats. 
They  enjoy  the  added  eye  comfort  which  distance 
gives  when  viewing  rapid  action  on  the  screen. 
However,  they  desire  sufficient  screen  illumina- 
tion for  easy  vision.  They  are  critical  but,  for 
this  very  reason,  are  likely  to  become  regular 
patrons  of  the  theater  that  provides  the  type  of 
projection  they  enjoy. 

With  old  style,  low  intensity  projection  there 


is  often  insufficient  screen  light  for  ease  of  vision 
much  beyond  the  center  of  the  auditorium. 
Patrons  in  the  rear  find  vision  an  effort,  and  may 
seek  their  screen  entertainment  elsewhere  in  the 
future.  Simplified  High  Intensity  projection 
provides  screen  illumination  that  insures  com- 
fortable vision  to  every  patron  in  the  house. 

Ask  your  [dealer’s  salesman  to  show  you  how 
little  it  costs  to  satisfy  the  “back  seat  patrons.” 


SIMPLIFIED 


A W 1*0*5 a □ 0 □ a □ d o □ o : 

i ANO  MODERN  ( 

^QDoqqqpqpqpqqpqqqoQOODOQOc 


PROJ  E CTION 


lOOODoaooDLJuauQu  □ p 

/WITH  NATIONAI  SUPREX 

bOOOOOOOQQOOoOOOQUQQnnnnnnnnnnnoaOOP  ^ 


The  words  *'‘NationaV^  and  ^^Suprex'*'  are  trade-marhs  of  National  Carbon  Company^  Inc. 


IpD 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  |im  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
_miLCII„SAL£S- OFFICES;  NEW  YORK  PlTTSBURfiH  CHICAGO  SAN  FRANCtSCOj 


Since  April  7th,  1958,  we  have  had  in  use  at  our  Capitol  Theatre, 
New  York  City«  two  Simplex  E-7  mechanisms.  Therefore  I feel 
that  you  should  be  acquainted  with  our  opinion  of  this  new  device 
as  manufactured  by  your  Company o 

Frankly,  I feel  that  the  E-7  represents  the  greatest  Improvement 
since  sound  motion  pictures*  We  have  watched  the  operation  of 
these  mechanisms  very  carefully  since  they  were  installed,  and  we 
find  that  they  deliver  at  least  15^  more  light  to  the  screen 

with  considerably  less  heat  at  the  aperture,  and  the  definition 
has  been  improved  immensely. 

In  other  words,  the  Improvement  in  the  projected  image  is  so 
great  with  the  E~7  the  difference  can  be  detected  with  the  eye 

when  changing  over  from  another  type  mechanism. 

Further,  I feel  that  the  design  of  the  E-7  affords  economy  with 
improved  results  not  heretofore  obtainable  with  any  other 

mechanism. 

With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes. 
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INTERNATIONAI  PROJECTOR 


COLORATION, 

sSiiiMUiiiyiaiiiaiK 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROJECTION  & SOUND 


LOEytf*S  THEATRES 
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NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY 
COMPANY 
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SUGGESTIONS 


SELLING  THE  PICTURE 
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"TAIL  SPIN"  GIVES  PITTSBURGH  WEEK'S  LEAD 


BOSTON 


Fenway — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox);  While  New 

Vork  Sleeps  (20th-Fox),  2nd  run 120 

Memorial — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  3rd  wk. ; 

Walt  Disney  Revue  95 

Metropolitan — Wing-s  of  the  Navy  (WB) ; 

Ambush  (Para)  90 

Orpheum — Idiot's  Delight  (M-G-M);  My  Son 

Is  a Criminal  (Col)  170 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  115 

State — Same  as  Orpheum’  160 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 95 

Carolina — St,  Douis  Blues  (Para);  Wings 

of  the  Navy  (WB)  105 

Imperial — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  1st  half.  100 
Imperial — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,  (FN), 

2nd  half  110 

State — Overland  Stage  Itaiders  (Rep) 105 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — ’Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  held  3rd  wk 100 

Chicago — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  stage  show, 

film  moved  to  Garrick  for  2nd  wk 90 

Garrick — Idiot's  Delight  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk.  in 

loop 85 

Oriental — Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep);  King  of 

the  Underworld  (WB),  stage  show 90 

Palace — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  stage  show,  held 

4th  wk 100 

Roosevelt — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para.) 80 

State-Lake — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ),  stage 

show 1 80 

United  Artists — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  80 

World  Playhouse — The  Lady  Vanishes  (GB), 

2nd  loop  wk 85 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Gunf;;.  Din  (RKO),  held  over 130 

Capitol — Honolulu  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk.,  held.... 130 

Grand — Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 120 

Keith’s — Wings  ol  the  Navy  (WB),  2nd  wk 120 

Lyric — Arizona  Wild  Cat  (20tli-Fox) 110 

Palace — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M),  held 130 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox),  4 days; 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20tli-Fox),  3 days.  75 


City — Professor  Mamlock  (Amkino),  3rd  wk. ...  76 

Hippodrome — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  185 

Palace — Say  It  in  French  (Para);  Stage: 

Folies  Bergere  of  1939  160 

State — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  85 

Stillman — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 170 

DALLAS 

Capitol — Little  'rough  Gu,vs  in  Society  (Univ) . . 90 
Capitol — Strange  Case  of  Dr.  JMeade  (Col)....  85 

Majestic — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M) 135 

Melba — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 90 

Palace — ^Trade  Winds  (UA)  110 

'Tower — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 110 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 


at  the  Denver  70 

Broadway — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  after  2 wks. 

at  the  Orpheum  110 

Denham — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 115 

Denver — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 95 

Orpheum — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Burn  ’Em 

Up  O’Conner  (M-G-M)  130 

Paramount — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ); 

Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 135 

Rialto — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  after  a wk. 
at  each  the  Denver,  Paramount  and  Alad- 
din; Crime  'Takes  a Holiday  (Col) 150 


DETROIT 


Adams — Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ) ; Little 

'Tough  Gujs  in  Society  (Univ) 80 

Cinema — Forever  Y’ours  (GN);  Life  Dances  On 

(SR)  90 

Fox — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk.,  plus 

stage  show  100 

Michigan — The  Beachcomber  (Para);  The 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 120 

Palms  State — Persons  in  Hiding  (Para); 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep) 90 

United  Artists — Adventures  of  Huckleberry 

Finn  (M-G-M)  90 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Circle — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  120 

Indiana — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 70 

Loew’s — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  75 

Lyric — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) !.!!!...  115 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Tail  Spin — Pittsburgh  200 

Gunga  Din — Cleveland 185 

Gunga  Din — Oklahoma  City, 

Seattle  175 

Idiot’s  Delight  (dual) — Boston. ...170 

Pygmalion — Cleveland  170 

Gunga  Din  (dual) — Kansas 
City,  New  Haven 150 

Honolulu  (dual) — Los  Angeles... .150 

Jesse  James  (dual) — Denver 

(3rd  wk)  150 

Let  Freedom  Ring  (dual)  — 
Portland,  Ore 150 

Made  For  Each  Other  (dual)  — 
Portland,  Ore 150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Grand  Illusion,  24th  wk.,  New  York. 

Pygmalion,  11th  wk.,  New  York;  8th  wk., 
Los  Angeles;  3rd  wk.,  Chicago. 

l.ady  Vanishes,  9th  wk..  New  York. 

A Man  to  Keineniber,  6th  wk.,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Gunga  Din,  4th  wk.,  Los  Angeles;  3rd  wk., 
Boston,  Portland,  Ore. 

Idiot’s  Delight,  3rd  wk.,  Chicago,  New 
York. 

Jesse  James,  3rd  wk.,  Denver,  Pittsburgh, 
Seattle. 

Made  for  Each  Other,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 

Professor  Mamlock,  3rd  wk.,  Cleveland. 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esquire — 'Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  90 

Midland — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  Strange 

Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col)  140 

Newman — AViiigs  of  the  Navy  (WB)  100 

Orpiieum — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  holdover 150 

Tower — Newsboy’s  Home  (Univ),  plus  stage 

show  75 

Uptown — Same  as  Esquire  75 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Four  Girls 

ill  White  (M-G-M)  150 

Downtown — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB),  2nd  wk. . 90 

Four  Star — Fygiiialioii  (M-G-M),  8th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — Gunga  I>iii  (RKO),  4th  wk 110 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  90 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  110 

State — Same  as  Chinese  150 

Paramount — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  2nd 

wk.,  plus  stage  sliow  100 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — 'Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para); 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  90 

Century — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 125 

Goplier — Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  90 

Orpheum — 'Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  140 

State — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  80 

Time — Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 90 


World — A Man  to  Benieinher  (RKO).  6tli  wk.  .100 

NEW  HAVEN 


College — Gunga  Din  (RKO);  Pardon  Our 

Nerve  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 150 

Loew-Poii — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) ; 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col), 

(61/2  days),  moved  to  College  for  2nd  wk 110 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para);  Mr. 

Wong,  Detective  (Mono),  (8  days) 130 

Roger  Sherman — The  Lady  Vanishes  (M-G-M); 

Tile  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO) 100 


NEW  ORLEANS 


Center — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  VV'arning  (20th-Fox)..  90 

Globe — Kentucky  (20th-Fox) 80 

Liberty — Grand  Illusion  (SR)  100 

Orpheum — Going  Places  (FN)  100 

Regent — Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep) 90 

Saenger — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  100 

State — Honolulu  (M-G-M) 100 

Tudor — Charlie  Clian  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox) . . 85 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  11th  wk 115 

Capitol — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  final  six 

days  of  3rd  wk 100 

Criterion — Mutiny  of  the  Elsinore  (Prin) 100 

Globe — Lady  Vanishes  (20th-Fox),  9th  wk 100 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  100 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Made  for  Each  Other 

(UA),  plus  stage  show 126 

Rivoli. — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ) 110 

Roxy— Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show 110 

Strand — Off  the  Record  (WB),  plus  stage 

show 120 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Idiot’s  Deliglit  (M-G-M)  90 

Liberty — Devil’s  Island  (WB);  Comet 

Over  Broadway  (FN)  90 

Liberty — Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ); 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 80 

Midwest — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  175 

Plaza — Tail  Si>in  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 70 

State — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA),  2nd  wk 90 

Tower — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3 days 55 

Tower — Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (M-G-M), 

4 days  60 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  95 

Omaha — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M);  Burn 

’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M)  140 

Orpheum — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB);  King 

of  the  Underworld  (WB)  13B 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA),  2nd  wk. . . 95 

Boyd — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  130 

Earle — 'The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO),  plus 
stage  show  with  Eddie  Duchin’s  Orchestra. . 110 

Fox — The  'Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) 100 

Karlton — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-ci-M)  110 

Keith’s — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  105 

Stanley — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  100 

Stanton — My  Sou  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 75 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 85 

Barry — Doctor  Maniac  (GB) ; Tlie  Long 

Shot  (GN)  90 

Fulton — 'Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  200 

Penn — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  135 

Senator — It  Happened  One  Night  (Col),  re- 
issue; Mr.  Deeds  Goes  to  Town  (Col),  re- 
issue   120 

Stanley — 'They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Eddie  Duchin  stage  show  130 

Warner — Off  the  Record  (WB);  Disbarred 

(Para)  70 

PORTLAND.  ORE. 

Broadway — Made  For  Each  Other  (UA); 

The  Last  Warning  (Univ)  150 

Mayfair — Von  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ);  Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ),  2nd  wk.  ..100 
Orpheum — The  Beachcomber  (Para);  Off 

the  Record  (WB)  125 

Paramount — Gunga  Bin  (RKO);  Lone  Wolf 

Spy  Hunt  (Univ),  3rd  wk 90 

United  Artists — Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M); 
Dramatic  School  (M-G-M)  150 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — AVings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 105 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  115 

Studio — ^Huckleherry  Finn  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk....ll0 
Utah — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M);  Boy  .Slaves 

(RKO)  110 

Victory — The  Arizona  AA’ildcat  (20th-Fox); 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M)  100 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox);  Next 

Time  I Marry  (RKO)  100 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO);  Torchy 

in  Chinatown  (FN)  175 

Orpheum — Devil’s  Island  (WB) ; Off  the 

Record  (WB)  90 

Blue  Mouse — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk...l00 
Liberty — Marie  for  Each  Other  (UA),  3rd  wk...  90 
Palomar — Flirting  AVith  Fate  (M-G-M);  Mys- 
terious Miss  X (Rep),  plus  vaudeville  with 
Pepito  90 
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STARTING 


u 


WELL  ALONG 


BOND  ALLEY — Rose  Stradner,  Ann  Dvorak, 
Melville  Cooper,  Chester  Morris,  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Joan  Perry.  Producer:  Fred  Kohlmar.  Direc- 
tor; Charles  Vidor. 


COMPLETED 


THE  EIRvST  RANGER — Bill  Elliott,  Veda  Ann 
Borg,  Jack  LaRue,  Paul  Everton.  Producer: 
Larry  Darmour.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 


EVERYTHING  HAPPENS  TO  ANN  — Heather 

iZ  Angel,  John  King,  Tom  Dugan,  Constance  Col- 

O lier,  Robert  Elliott.  Producer:  Jack  Skirball. 

Director:  A1  Christie.  Original;  Dalton  Trumbo. 
Screenplay:  Frederick  Jackson. 


IT»S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD— Claudette  Col- 
2 bert,  James  Stewart.  Frances  Drake,  Ernest 
^ Truex,  Guy  Kibbee,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Nat  Pen- 
V dleton.  Producer:  Louis  D.  Lighton.  Director: 
g W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 


A HUNDRED  TO  ONE — Melvyn  Douglas,  Louise 
Platt,  Gene  Lockhart,  Paul  Irving,  Florence 
George.  Producer:  Harry  Rapf.  Director:  Les- 
lie Fenton.  Original:  Pauline  London,  Alfred 
Taylor. 

PENTHOUSE — Walter  Pidgeon,  Virginia  Bruce, 
Ann  Morriss,  Clarence  Kolb,  Eduardo  Ciannelli, 
Leo  Carrillo,  Lee  Bowman.  Producer:  Louis  D. 
Lighton.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 


UNDERCOVER  AGENT — Russell  Gleason,  Shirley 
Deane,  Dick  Elliott,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Ralf 
, Harolde.  Producer;  E.  B.  Derr.  Director: 

O Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Martin  Mooney. 
Screenplay:  Milton  Raison. 

o 

g STUNT  PILOT — John  Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 
Milburn  Stone.  Producer:  Paul  Malvern.  Di- 
rector: George  Waggner.  Original:  Hal  For- 
rest. Screenplay:  Scott  Darling. 


STREETS  OF  NEW  YORK— Jackie  Cooper,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  Martin  Spellman,  Dick  Purcell, 
June  Martel.  Producer:  Scott  R.  Dunlap.  Di- 
rector: Jack  Mintz.  Original  Screenplay:  Robert 
Andrews. 


^ ism.  AND  MRS.  BULLDOG  DRUMMOND— John 
M Howard,  Heather  Angel,  E.  E.  Clive,  Elizabeth 
3 Patterson,  Reginald  Denny.  Producer:  William 

g LeBaron.  Director;  James  Hogan. 

< 
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THE  MAGNIFICENT  FKAUD  — Lloyd  Nolan, 
Akim  Tamiroff,  Ellen  Drew,  Ralph  Forbes, 
Patricia  Morison.  Producer:  Harlan  Thomp- 
son. Director:  Robert  Florey.  Original:  Charles 
G.  Booth.  Screenplay:  Gilbert  Gabriel,  Walter 
Ferris. 

3LVN  ABOUT  TOWN — Jack  Benny,  Dorothy  La- 
mour,  Edward  Arnold,  Betty  Grable,  Phil  Har- 
ris, Kay  Dinaker.  Producer:  Arthur  Hornblow 
jr.  Director:  Mark  Sandrich.  Original:  Benn 
W.  Levy.  Screenplay:  Allan  Scott. 


SECOND  SHOT— Lucille  Ball.  Allan  Lane.  Pro- 
ducer:  Cliff  Reid.  Director:  Jack  Hively.  Origi- 
O nal:  Garrett  Fort.  Screenplay:  Michael  Kanin. 
^ G-DOO — Tim  Holt.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Di- 
® rector:  David  Howard.  Original:  Earl  John- 
son. Guy  K.  Austin,  Screenplay:  Morton  Grant. 


SOIIOKITY  HOUSE — Anne  Shirley,  James  Ellison. 
June  Storey,  Doris  Jordan.  Producer:  Robert 
Sisk.  Director:  John  Farrow.  Original;  Mary 
Coyle  Chase.  Screenplay;  Dalton  Trumbo. 


FIXER  DUGAN — Lee  Tracy,  Peggy  Shannon,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler,  Jack  Arnold,  Bradley  Page,  Irene 
Franklin,  Edward  Gargan.  Producer:  Cliff 
Reid.  Director;  Lew  Landers.  Screenplay;  Paul 
Yawitz,  Bert  Granet. 
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STREET  OF  MI.SSING  MEN — Charles  Bickford, 
Harry  Carey,  Tommy  Ryan,  Guinn  Williams, 
Mabel  Todd,  Nana  Bryant.  Producer:  Armand 
Schaeffer.  Director:  Sidney  Salkow.  Original; 
William  Rankin.  Eleanore  Griffin.  Screenplay: 
Leonard  Lee,  Frank  Dolan. 

HEROES  OF  THE  DESERT— John  Wayne,  Max 
Terhune,  Ray  Corrigan,  Ruth  Rogers,  Hugh 
Prosser,  Doreen  McKay,  Tom  Tyler,  Kermit  May- 
nard. Producer:  William  Berke.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 


MAN  OF  CONQUEST— Richard  Dix,  Gail  Pat- 
rick, Edward  Ellis,  George  Hayes,  Ralph  Mor- 
gan, Joan  Fontaine,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Victor 
Jory,  Robert  Barrat,  Max  Terhune.  Producer; 
Sol  C.  Siegel.  Director:  George  Nicholls  jr. 
Screenplay:  Harold  Shumate,  Mary  McCall  jr. 


X 
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ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE — Alice  Faye, 
A1  Jolson,  Douglas  Fowley,  Tyrone  Power,  Marie 
Wilson,  E.  E.  Clive,  Paul  Irving.  Producer; 
Nunnally  Johnson.  Director;  Roy  Del  Ruth. 
Screenplay;  Nunnally  Johnson. 

POLICE  SCHOOL — Jane  Withers,  Arleen  Whelan, 
Richard  Bond,  AVarren  Hymer.  Producer:  John 
Stone.  Director:  James  Tinling.  Original  Screen- 
play; Barry  Trivers,  Joseph  Hoffman. 


CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  RENO— Sidney  Toler,  Pauline 
Moore,  Ricardo  Cortez,  Kane  Richmond,  Louise 
Henry,  Edward  Morris.  Producer:  Sol  Wurtzel. 
Director;  Norman  Foster.  Original:  Earl  Derr 
Diggers. 


CAPTAIN  FURY  — Brian  Aherne,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  June  Lang,  Paul  Lukas,  John  Carra- 
rt!  dine.  George  Zucco.  Producer:  Hal  Roach.  Di- 

& rector:  Hal  Roach.  Original;  Jack  Jevne, 

W.  P.  Lipscomb,  Grover  Jones. 


BIG  TOWN  CZAR — Barton  MacLane,  Eve  Arden, 
Jack  LaRue,  Frank  Jenks,  Ed  Sullivan,  Clyde 
Dilson.  Producer;  Ken  Goldsmith.  Director: 
Arthur  Lubin.  Original:  Ed  Sullivan.  Screen- 
play: Edmund  Hartntann. 


THE  FAMILY  NEXT  DOOR— Hugh  Herbert,  Ruth 
Donnelly,  Joy  Hodges,  Bennie  Bartlett,  Eddie 
Quillan,  Juanita  Quigley.  Producer;  Max  Gol- 
den. Director;  Frank  Strayer.  Original  Screen- 
play: Mortimer  Offner. 


THE  OLD  IVLYID — Bette  Davis,  Miriam  Hopkins, 
George  Brent.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Di- 
rector: Edmund  Goulding.  Original:  Zoe  Akins. 
Screenplay:  Casey  Robinson. 


EACH  DAAVN  I DIE — James  Cagney,  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, George  Raft,  Maxie  Rosenbloom,  Jane 
Bryan.  Producer:  David  Lewis.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Keighley.  Original:  Jerome  Odium.  Screen- 
play: Norman  Reilly  Raine. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  CITY  HALL — Dead  End  Kids, 
Bonita  Granville,  Ann  Sheridan,  Frankie 
Thomas,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Henry  O'Neill,  Jane 
Wyman.  Ronald  Reagan.  Producer;  Max  Siegel. 
Director:  Ray  Enright.  Original:  Jonathan 

Finn.  Screenplay:  Jonathan  Finn. 


THE  ROARING  ROAD — Pat  O’Brien,  Ann  Sheri- 
dan, John  Payne,  Frank  McHugh,  Gale  Page, 
Ronald  Reagan,  Granville  Bates.  Producer:  Max 
Siegel.  Director:  Lloyd  Bacon. 


Shott  Salfiact  /Reviews 


High  Peril 

VitapJione  (True  Adventure)  12  Mins. 

This  release  of  the  series  conceived  by 
Floyd  Gibbons  is,  like  its  predecessors,  off 
the  beaten  track  in  shorts  enterprises.  It 
is  at  all  times  absorbing  drama,  being 
based  on  true  incidents  and  is  aimed  at 
beating  a tatoo  on  the  suspense  nerves. 
This  one  revolves  about  a trio  of  steeple- 
jacks who  are  called  upon  to  repair  a 
smokestack  during  an  unbearably  hot  day. 
One  of  the  men  obviously  becomes  tem- 
porarily insane  from  the  heat  and  goes 
berserk  on  the  lofty  perch.  As  he  imperils 
the  lives  of  his  two  co-workers  he  is 
brought  to  his  knees  with  a well-aimed 
blow  at  the  jaw.  The  man  who  delivered 
the  blow  and  saved  the  day  is  introduced 
in  the  film  and  presented  with  a check 
by  Gibbons. 


Russ  Morgan  and  His 
Orchestra 

Vitaphone  (Melody  Master)  10  Mins. 

A few  scintillating  renditions  of  popu- 
lar songs  by  the  orchestra  and  fluidity  of 
the  dissolve  device  by  the  cameraman 
make  this  a very  enjoyable  band  number. 
An  interpretative  dance  by  a group  of  be- 
feathered  girls,  with  Morgan  at  the  piano, 
and  solo  vocals  by  Gloria  Whitney  and 
Carolyn  Clarke  round  it  out.  It’s  tuneful 
and  gay  enough  to  fit  into  any  program. 


A Small  Town  Idol 

Vitaphone  (Broadway  Brevity)  20  Mins. 

Most  audiences  undoubtedly  will  find 
gobs  of  amusement  in  this  old,  silent  Ben 
Turpin  comedy.  It  has  been  streamlined 
to  suit  modern  tastes  with  bizarre  sound 
effects  and  racy  art  titles,  both  designed 
to  heighten  the  comedy.  In  it  are  such 
one-time  favorites  as  Ramon  Novarro, 
Marie  Prevost,  Phyllis  Haver,  Charlie  Mur- 
ray, Louise  Fazenda,  Andy  Clyde,  Billy 
Bevan,  Eddie  Gribbon  and  a flock  of 
Mack  Sennett  Bathing  Beauties.  The  plot 
is  typical  of  its  day;  the  hero  being  yanked 
away  from  his  sweetheart  by  a slick-look- 
ing villain  who  would  have  her  for  him- 
self. In  spite  of  all  odds,  Turpin  goes  to 
Hollywood,  makes  good  in  the  “movies” 
and  comes  home  to  great  acclaim. 


Newsreel 

RKO  (Reelism)  10  Mins. 

The  lads  at  Pathe  did  some  homework 
and  the  result  is  an  entertaining  and  in- 
formative presentation  of  a newsreel  out- 
fit in  action.  Starting  with  the  assign- 
ment, it  shows  the  camera  crew  on  loca- 
tion. Then  the  film  is  speeded  back  to 
the  laboratory  where  it  is  developed  and 
given  editorial  treatment.  At  headquar- 
ters, the  film  is  whipped  into  shape  by 
adding  the  musical  score  and  the  com- 
mentary. When  it  satisfies  the  require- 
ments of  the  editors,  it  is  rushed  to  the 
theatres  as  a newspaper  is  hurried  to  its 
dealers. 


Mechanix  Illustrated 

Vitaphone  (No.  3,  Color  Parade)  10  Mins. 

Audiences  are  not  required  to  be  me- 
chanically minded  to  appreciate  this  in- 
teresting subject.  It  is  done  in  three  se- 
quences and  in  Cinecolor.  The  first  deals 
with  the  manufactiure  of  shotgun  shells. 
This  is  followed  by  a bit  showing  a group 
of  expert  skeet  shooters,  including  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears  in  natural  color,  putting  the 
shells  into  use.  The  next,  devoted  to  the 
making  of  artificial  flowers,  from  pulp, 
should  appeal  particularly  to  women  pat- 
rons. Third  sequence  treats  with  process- 
ing gold  leaf.  There  are  some  particularly 
fascinating  operations  in  connection  with 
this  bit. 


Bow  Strings 

RKO  (Sportscopes)  9 Mins. 

Here  is  a superlative  short  dealing  with 
the  popular  sport  of  archery.  As  in  the 
days  of  yore,  men  retain  their  skill  with 
the  bow  and  arrow.  Highlighting  the  pro- 
ceedings is  Russ  Hoogerhyde,  national 
champion,  who  demonstrates  his  uncanny 
marksmanship  with  the  bowstring.  He 
climaxes  his  performance  by  piercing  the 
five  of  spades  with  as  many  of  arrows 
right  on  the  markings.  Representing  the 
fair  sex,  is  Jean  Tenney,  women’s  cham- 
pion, who  gets  remarkable  distances  with 
the  bow  and  arrow  as  she  competes  against 
a golfer  shot  for  stroke.  The  proper  way 
to  handle  the  bow  and  arrow  is  also  illus- 
trated for  those  interested  in  the  instruc- 
tive side  of  the  film. 


Porky's  Movie  Mystery 

Vitaphone  (Looney  Tune  Cartoon)  7 Mins. 

A lot  of  imaginative  artistry  has  gone 
into  this  gag-infested  number,  good  for 
a substantial  round  of  laughs.  It  seems 
that  a phantom  creature,  often  turning 
into  an  invisible  man,  is  raising  havoc  in 
the  Warner  studio.  Everything  is  topsy- 
turvy. Everyone  is  calling  for  Mr.  Motto. 
Said  Mr.  Motto,  none  other  than  Porky, 
is  finally  located  on  his  motor-propelled 
island  in  the  middle  of  the  ocean.  He 
arrives  on  the  studio  scene  pronto,  and  in 
less  time,  solves  the  mystery. 


Pilot  Boat 

RKO  (Reelism)  10  Mins. 

One  of  the  fascinating  things  about 
New  York  is  the  number  of  jobs  carried 
out  by  faithful  public  servants  who  are 
rarely  in  the  public  eye.  The  job  of  guid- 
ing the  big  ocean  liners  and  other  stream- 
ers in  and  out  of  the  harbor  is  entrusted 
to  a small  group  of  skilled  harbor  pilots 
who  are  familiar  with  tides  and  currents 
as  the  average  driver  is  with  the  road 
home.  It  is  only  natural  this  subject 
dealing  with  these  men  would  rate  above 
the  average  for  interest.  In  addition,  it  is 
nicely  photographed  and  handled  in  a 
style  to  make  it  a worthwhile  short. 


Robin  Hood  Makes  Good 

Vitaphone  (Merrie  Melody)  7 Mins. 

The  old  formula  of  the  abused  squirrel 
saving  his  pals  from  the  villainous  fox 
motivates  this  one.  But,  in  Technicolor, 
with  an  eye  to  juvenile  appeal  in  its  con- 
struction, it  makes,  a pleasant  enough  fill- 
er. The  three  squirrels  are  emulating  the 
characters  of  Robin  Hood.  A himgry- 
looking  fox  entices  the  two  older  squir- 
rels into  an  abandoned  shack  and  is  about 
to  perform  woodland  mayhem  when  the 
baby  squirrel  comes  along  with  a ruse 
that  does  the  trick. 


Gold 

RKO  (Reelism)  9 Mins. 

The  dramatic  story  of  the  search  for 
gold  is  reenacted  here.  Filmed  in  sepia 
against  the  background  of  the  desolate 
mountain  country  of  the  west,  it  symbol- 
izes in  a small  way  the  rise  and  fall  of 
man’s  hopes.  Ghost  towns,  once  roaring 
centers  of  frontier  life,  are  shown  stand- 
ing as  grim  remnants  of  the  past.  But  like 
the  prospector  and  his  burro,  the  hunt 
for  gold  never  stops.  Recommended  as 
good  program  material. 


On  the  Wing 

RKO  (Sportscope)  10  Mins. 

One  for  the  sportsmen  and  in  keeping 
with  the  high  standard  of  this  series.  It’s 
about  geese  hunting  and  the  action  takes 
place  on  the  Benton  Farms  in  Maryland. 
Topnotch  camera  work  of  the  birds  in 
flight  makes  this  a short  to  see.  There  are 
also  a couple  of  champion  Chesapeake  re- 
trievers in  action  which  for  the  dog  lovers 
is  something  special.  All  told,  a splendid 
short  for  any  program. 


Bank  Notes 

Universal  (Mentone  Musical)  19  Mins. 

An  average  musical  presented  in  routine 
manner.  Gus  Van,  well-known  vaudeville 
star,  acts  as  master-of-ceremonies  but 
suffers  from  lack  of  sufficient  good  ma- 
terial. Minor  and  Root,  dance  team, 
highlight  the  entertainers.  Others  are  the 
Three  Wiles,  a male  trio  with  original 
dancing  ideas,  the  Barton  Harp  Quintet, 
five  female  harpists,  the  Five  Ames  Sis- 
ters, Bernice  Parks  and  Ruth  Daye. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN 


Selling  Seats 


Amateur  Radio  Tie 
Hit  Continues 

Albany — Amateur  Night,  first  introduced 
with  a radio  tieup  by  Larry  Cowen  seven 
years  ago  at  the  Albee,  Brooklyn,  is  now 
in  its  second  season  under  Cowen’s  direc- 
tion at  Fabian’s  Grand  here,  and  is  pull- 
ing strong.  Seats  are  at  a premium  by 
7:30  Tuesdays  for  a 9 p.  m.  broadcast 
over  WABY  and  for  the  additional  half 
hour  of  stage  show  offered  patrons.  Be- 
tween 1,500  and  2,000  telephone  votes,  the 
number  depending  upon  the  quality  of  the 
performance,  are  received  at  the  theatre 
weekly.  About  500  letters  and  cards  come 
through  the  mails  with  the  writers’  selec- 
tions of  the  best  amateurs.  Two  cash 
prizes  are  awarded  to  radio  ballot  winners. 
They  also  get  merchandise  from  the  spon- 
sor, the  Albany  Packing  Co.  A trip  to 
New  York  and  an  audition  on  a major 
station  are  given,  too.  The  theatre  hands 
out  two  prizes  for  applause  winners. 

Amateur  Night,  which  has  been  present- 
ed for  60  weeks,  is  advertised  in  newspaper 
copy  and  in  handbills.  It  is  further  pub- 
licized through  a tiein  with  the  Knicker- 
bocker News.  Elliott  Gove  of  WOKO  acts 
as  master  of  ceremonies:  Frances  Murphy’s 
orchestra  furnishes  the  musical  back- 
ground. Gove  plugs  the  Grand’s  coming 
picture,  during  the  broadcasts;  WOKO 
and  WABY  make  spot  announcements 
throughout  the  week  about  the  feature 
and  the  Monday  backstage  auditions. 

Managing  Director  Cowen  was  one  of 
the  first  to  experiment  in  a film  theatre 
with  an  Amateur  Night  heard  on  the 
radio.  He  did  this  at  the  Albee,  with  a 
Brooklyn  station  as  a link,  while  serving 
as  RKO  publicity  director  in  New  York. 
Later  Cowen  placed  the  feature  in  the 
Apollo,  on  125th  St.,  with  FMCA  as  the 
air  outpost.  From  there  he  took  it  to  Fox’s 
Brooklyn,  then  owned  by  Sidney  Cohen 
and  now  operated  by  Si  Fabian.  Amateur 
night  has  been  running  there  for  four 
years,  WMCA  still  broadcasting  it.  Cowen 
took  a group  of  local  winners  to  the  Fox 
last  fall  for  a stage  performance  and 
broadcast. 

Reduced  Rate  Shows  for 
Educational  Programs 

Columbia,  Mo.  — With  emphasis  on  all 
“March  of  'Time”  subjects,  the  Uptown 
Theatre  here  arranges  special  10-cent 
show  days  for  local  high  school  students 
on  educational  programs  of  special  merit. 

Tickets  for  these  shows  are  distributed 
in  schools,  and  Rex  Barrett,  who  is  mayor 
of  Columbia  as  well  as  manager  of  the 
Uptown,  estimates  over  65  per  cent  of  the 
students  attend  these  programs. 

The  same  policy  is  used  successfully  by 
other  imits  of  the  Commonwealth  circuit, 
of  which  the  Uptown  is  one  link. 


Building  Goodwill 
Selling  Seats 

York,  Pa. — When  the  St.  Paul's  Luthe- 
ran Church  here  burned  to  the  ground, 
the  local  manager  of  the  Strand  con- 
tacted A.  J.  Vonni,  WB  zone  manager, 
and  suggested  the  theatre  be  turned 
over  to  the  religious  body  as  a place  of 
worship. 

Vanni  at  once  took  up  the  suggestion 
and  dispatched  Ed  Moore,  district 
manager  here,  to  lend  his  fullest  as- 
sistance. 

That's  not  exactly  selling  seats,  or 
is  it?  There  ore  no  Sunday  shows  in 
York. 


This  Is  an  Old  Stunt  But 
It  Gets  the  Job  Done 

Victoria,  Tex. — Names  of  different  resi- 
dents are  spotted  at  the  bottom  of  ad- 
vertisements in  the  Mirror  here  entitling 
those  listed  to  admission  at  the  Queen 
Theatre,  managed  by  Jack  Farr. 

The  readers  are  thus  urged  to  read  the 
daily  advertisements  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  promotion  consciously  presents 
the  Queen  as  a real  and  definite  part  of 
the  community. 

Beneath  the  name  is  listed  the  playdate 
and  picture  which  the  guest  may  see  on 
clipping  the  ad  carrying  his  or  her  name 
and  presenting  it  at  the  boxoffice. 

NUGGETS 

QOOPERATING  with  Philadelphia’s  li- 
brary system,  Milton  Young  of  WB 
had  25,000  bookmarks  inserted  in  books 
listing  the  playdate  of  “Pygmalion.”  Plac- 
ards in  the  libraries  played  up  interest  in 
George  Bernard  Shaw,  the  film’s  author, 
and  his  works.  Young  also  spotted  posters 
in  beauty  parlors  asking  “Is  beauty  only 
skin  deep?” 

• 

Palm  trees,  a sandy  beach  and  real  hula 
dancers  brought  Hawaii  to  the  lobby  of 
the  Orpheum  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  advertise 
"Honolulu.”  The  house  previewed  the  pic- 
ture on  Saturday  midnight  before  the 
opening  to  2,200  with  an  amateur  hula 
contest  as  an  added  attraction. 

• 

Rader  Stewart,  manager  of  the  Carroll 
Theatre  at  Carrollton,  Ga.,  is  winning 
goodwill  by  giving  free  invitations  to  the 
house  to  the  sick,  when  they  are  recovered, 
and  to  the  town’s  newcomers. 

9 

An  "Amateur  Airplane  Builders’  Con- 
test” was  staged  in  Forest  Hills,  L.  I.,  by 
Manager  Abe  Simon  of  the  Inwood  in  con- 
nection with  the  showing  of  "Dawn  Patrol.” 
Winning  models  were  displayed  in  the  lobby 
with  the  12  winners  receiving  courtesy 
passes. 


Displai]  of  Possible 

WTI  ft  m- 

Ranger  lieups 

Cleveland — It  is  estimated  that  Repub- 
lic’s Lone  Ranger  serials  have  as  many 
accessory  tieups  as  any  picture  ever  pro- 
duced. More  than  65  licensed  accredited 
dealers  are  manufacturing  or  selling  arti- 
cles that  have  a “Lone  Ranger”  signifi- 
cance. 

A1  Gregg,  publicity  director  for  Repub- 
lic in  the  Ohio  territory,  conceived  the 
plan  whereby  all  of  the  65  dealers  cooper- 
ating and  all  of  the  exhibitors  playing  the 
“Lone  Ranger”  serials  can  work  together 
for  their  mutual  advantage.  To  this  end, 
Gregg  is  assembling  samples  of  each  ar- 
ticle for  display  in  the  Cleveland  exchange. 
Each  sample  will  be  labeled  with  price  and 
address.  The  articles  will  not  be  for  sale, 
but  they  will  show  the  exhibitor  the  ex- 
tent of  the  accessory  tieup  and  facilitate 
him  in  buying  those  best  fitted  for  his  par- 
ticular needs. 

The  display  is  designed  to  help  sell  the 
serial  by  showing  the  extensive  tieups 
available,  to  assist  the  exhibitor  who  has 
bought  it,  to  select  whatever  accessories 
he  wants,  and  helps  the  dealers  by  giving 
the  price  and  name  credits  to  the  manu- 
facturers. 

So  far  as  is  known,  this  is  the  first  dis- 
play of  the  kind  ever  attempted  in  con- 
nection with  motion  picture  sales  and 
exploitation. 


Special  Teaser  Trailer 
For  "Devil's  Island" 

Miami — Here’s  how  J.  H.  Luter  of  the 
Rex  here  put  over  a big  campaign  on 
“Devil’s  Island”  with  profitable  results. 
Luter  used  a special  teaser  trailer  spliced 
into  newsreels  a week  in  advance  in  con- 
junction with  a news  clip  showing  six 
fugitives  from  Devil’s  Island  being  de- 
ported from  England.  A special  display 
of  Karloff  stills  in  the  lobby  attracted  at- 
tention. 

Five  thousand  circulars  in  the  form  of  a 
booklet  were  distributed  with  copy  on  the 
cover  reading:  “Here  Is  the  Only  Method 
of  Escape  From  Devil’s  Island.”  On  open- 
ing the  booklet  a photograph  of  a guillo- 
tine was  used.  A front  simulating  a prison 
was  built.  Newsboys  wore  aprons  with 
theatre  copy  a week  prior  to  the  opening. 

"Jallopy  Night"  Featured 
At  Santa  Monica,  Cal, 

Santa  Monica,  Cal. — Departing  from  its 
no-giveaway  policy.  Fox  West  Coast  effect- 
ed a tieup  with  local  used-car  dealers  and 
staged  a “Jallopy  Night”  at  the  Criterion 
Theatre.  Three  second-hand  automobiles, 
completely  reconditioned  and  valued  at  ap- 
proximately $200  each,  were  given  away  to 
theatre  patrons. 
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Beatin  the  Skins  for  Monogram — 

Larry  Mackay,  manager  of  the  Arcadia  Theatre,  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Monogram  branch  there  stirred  up  the  jitterbugs  with  a trap  drum  contest 
to  pep  interest  in  “Gangster’s  Boy,”  taking  their  cue  from  the  jitterbug 
sequence  in  the  picture.  Grouped  around  the  participating  WFIL  micro- 
phone are  Ray  Abrams,  New  York  musician  and  principal  judge;  Maurice 
Rosen  of  Monogram;  Mackay;  Jack  Steck  (wearing  ear  muffs)  of  WFIL,  and 
Paul  Bertino,  winner  of  the  set  of  traps. 


Dance,  Music  Ties 
For  "Ballerina" 

Washington  — “Ballerina”  received  an 
intensive  exploitation  campaign  during  its 
run  at  the  Little  Theatre  here  by  Man- 
ager Abe  Tolkins  and  Phil  Gerard,  special 
exploiteer. 

Contact,  personally  and  by  mail,  was 
made  with  the  leading  dance  teachers  who 
were  invited  to  attend  a private  screening. 
Their  cooperation  was  secured  and  all  urg- 
ed their  pupils  to  see  the  picture  without 
fail. 

Window  displays  were  obtained  in 
Hecht’s  Lansborough  and  Rich’s  depart- 
ment stores  featuring  the  tieups  with  Len- 
theric  perfumes  and  Capezio  dance  slip- 
pers. Rich’s  used  cooperative  ads  tying  up 
the  picture  with  their  dance  slippers. 

The  national  “Ballerina”  contest  which 
offers  a free  trip  to  Paris  for  the  best  let- 
ter on  the  subject,  “What  I Like  Best  in 
‘Ballerina’  and  Why”  was  given  wide  pub- 
licity and  created  a great  deal  of  interest. 

The  National  Federation  of  Music  Clubs, 
which  has  endorsed  the  picture,  cooperat- 
ed through  their  local  clubs.  Announce- 
ments were  made  in  the  classrooms  of  the 
French  and  music  groups  by  teachers. 

Manager  Tolkins  also  was  able  to  ar- 
range a screening  at  the  White  House  for 
the  President  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt. 


Spelling  Bees  Started 
At  Bonham,  Fairbury 

Lincoln  — Since  the  giveaway  games 
were  blasted  in  most  of  Nebraska,  some 
of  the  theatres  have  resorted  to  other 
methods  of  luring  in  the  customers.  Latest 
of  these  in  this  territory  is  the  spelling 
bee  which  is  staged  weekly  at  the  Bonham 
Theatre,  in  Fairbury,  Neb. 

Prize  is  made  attractive  enough  to  in- 
terest clubs  and  organizations  as  a method 
of  increasing  lagging  treasuries.  Idea 
came  via  Ted  Kempkes,  the  house  man- 
ager, and  Ray  Holtz,  of  the  publicity  de- 
partment. Local  officials  and  school 
teachers  participate  in  the  judging  depart- 
ment. 


Advance  Tombstones 
In  His  Lobby 

Pittsburgh  — "Calling  Dr.  Kildare," 
second  in  that  popular  series  by  Metro, 
is  about  ready  for  release,  and  al- 
ready word  reaches  here  an  enter- 
prising West  Virginia  exhibitor  is  ad- 
vance-selling the  film  with  several 
tombstones  in  his  lobby. 


"Made  for  Each  Other" 
Sold  Via  Baby  Contest 

Atlanta — More  than  500  babies  partici- 
pated in  the  “best  all-round  baby”  contest 
sponsored  here  by  The  Constitution,  morn- 
ing newspaper,  in  connection  with  the 
showing  at  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre  of 
“Made  for  Each  Other.” 

The  judges  were  Mrs.  Alonzo  Richardson, 
of  the  Better  Films  committee;  Miss  Jessie 
Candlish,  superintendent  of  a children’s 
hospital,  and  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Austin,  baby 
photographer. 

The  winner  of  the  $25  first  prize  was  a 
17-month-old  boy.  The  contest  drew 
plenty  publicity  and  interest. 


Essay  Contest  in  Albany 
For  "Wings  of  Navy" 

Albany  — An  essay  contest  on  “What 
Aviation  Means  to  Our  National  Defense,” 
with  high  schools,  public,  private  and 
parochial,  cooperating,  featured  a cam- 
paign here  for  “Wings  of  the  Navy”  at  the 
Strand. 

The  Times  Union,  a Hearst  paper,  played 
the  contest  in  a big  way  and  the  theatre 
upped  its  ad  budget  for  the  production. 

The  prize  winner  gets  a four-year 
scholarship  to  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  In- 
stitute at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  worth  $400. 


Appropriate  Atmosphere 
For  "Union  Pacific" 

Omaha — AH  employes  at  Union  Pacific 
headquarters  here  will  don  attire  in  the 
1869  period,  for  the  world’s  premiere  of 
“Union  Pacific”  here  in  April,  President 
W.  M.  Jeffers  of  the  railroad  has  an- 
nounced. 

Plans  are  also  being  discussed  for  the 
construction  of  a stockade  around  the  U. 
P.  building,  one  of  the  city’s  largest. 

Beaver  hats  and  whiskers  will  give 
employes  the  right  atmosphere. 


Magazine  Splurge 

New  York — “Love  Affair”  is  receiving 
a big  magazine  campaign  in  the  month  of 
March.  Full  bleed  pages  with  appropriate 
copy  for  each  magazine  will  appear  in  Life, 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  Collier’s  and  Red 
Book.  Nine  fan  magazines  also  will  carry 
copy. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


^leatina  -fjouse 

• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


WE  SELL  THEATRE  EQUIPMENT  ON 
EASY  TIME  PAYMENTS!  Plan  open  to 
reliable  exhibitors.  Send  for  free  catalog 
and  save  money.  S.  O.  S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation:  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 


COMPLETE  MOVING  PICTURE  equip- 
ment, with  sound;  in  A-1  condition.  For 
further  information,  write  P.  O.  Box  86, 
Arcadia,  Neb. 


FOR  SALE— MOTIOGRAPH  DeLuxe 
projectors  with  Motiograph  sound,  ampli- 
fiers, speakers  complete  except  lamps. 
Good  condition — $690.00  cash.  Dox  The- 
atre, 13325  Livernois,  Detroit,  Mich. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 


UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  roUs,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


POPCORN 


POPCORN — South  American  and  Jap 
Hulless  of  exceptionally  high  quality  in 
excellent  popping  condition.  Samples  and 
delivered  prices  gladly  sent.  REIST  SEED 
COMPANY,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


BOOKS 

SECOND  PRINTING— Copyrighted  in- 
structions for  building  your  own  guillotine 
type  electric  change-overs  for  Simplex, 
front  or  rear  shutters,  at  $5.00  or  less  per 
pair.  Instructions  $1.00  per  copy.  D’AR- 
MAND  SUPPLY  CO.,  Grant-Grandview 
Ave.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


300  SECOND-HAND  and  120  veneer  seats 
from  Oxford  Theatre,  Sauk  Center,  Minn. 
Available  about  March  1.  F.  L.  Parsons, 
Sauk  Center,  Minn. 

4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


BUY  USED  THEATRE  CHAIRS  NOW! 
15,202  seats  all  excellent  values,  veneer 
and  upholstered,  75c  up.  Write  S.  O.  S. 
Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 

FOR  SALE — 300  good  veneer  chairs,  75c 
each.  J.  S.  Groves,  3825  McFarlin  St., 
Dallas,  Texas. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  (experienced)  — Every 
state,  movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518 
State  Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

FILM  SALESMEN— Side  line  leases  on 
sight;  50%,  commission.  Write  S.G.A.,  1303 
S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


DOOR  CLOSERS 

ALL  MAKES  Door  Closers  repaired. 
New  Closers  for  every  door.  Prompt  ser- 
vice. Quotations  on  request.  Columbus 
Door  Closer  Co.,  209  East  Long  St.,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 


CONSIDER  SALE  IN  CONTROLLED 
TOWN — Two  Falls  City,  Neb.,  theatres; 
7,000  population;  possession  June  1.  First 
class  condition;  see  to  appreciate.  O.  C. 
Johnson,  Rivoli  and  Electric  Theatres, 
Falls  City,  Neb. 

FOR  SALE — Operating  rights  on  three 
theatres  in  Middletown,  Conn.  “Closed 
town.”  Population  and  drawing  power 
about  50,000.  Internal  corporate  friction 
requires  public  sale  on  April  11  at  Capitol 
Theatre,  Main  Street,  Middletown,  at  2 
P.  M.  Appraisal  value  for  Court — $93,000, 
Terms  upon  request.  William  L.  Hadden, 
Receiver,  129  Church  St.,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WILL  BUY  OR  LEASE  small  town  the- 
atre in  west  Texas  or  New  Mexico.  B-1098, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

WANT  TO  BUY  a theatre  in  a small 
Texas,  Arkansas  or  Louisiana  town.  In 
answering,  give  full  details  as  to  seating 
capacity,  equipment  and  condition.  All 
replies  will  be  held  in  strict  confidence. 
B-1099,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

WANTED:  To  lease  or  buy  theatre, 
small  town  in  southern  state;  all  particu- 
lars. Box  421,  Newton,  Mississippi. 

WANTED — Theatres  in  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Kentucky.  Towns  1,500  or  over. 
Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  Virginia,  HI. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — Fifteen  years’  ex- 
perience; will  go  anywhere;  married. 
Know  sign  writing.  Projectionist,  4008 
Clarendon  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

OPERATOR — 12  years’  experience;  now 
employed;  desire  change.  Married.  Sim- 
plex. B-1097,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER*’  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  oi  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE; 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 
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# Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE:,  4704  B.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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Alphabetical  Index  to  the  Sooklna  ^katt 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  34  ....9038 

Adventures  of  Huoklel>erry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 933 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(VVB)  Feb.  18  331 

Almost  a Gentleman  (KKO) 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  31 3830 

Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  39  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (KKO) 

Oct.  33  908 

Arizona  Fegion  (KKO)  Jan.  14..  983 
Arizona  Wildcat  (30th-rox) 

Nov.  13  939 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8.3800 
Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  36 3813 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8013 

B 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 . 3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (KKO) 

Jan.  38  915 

Black  Bandit  (Univ)  Nov.  5.... 3051 
Blackwell’s  Island  (WB)  Mar.  4 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 9011 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Boy  Slaves  (KKO)  Jan.  81 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3834 

Broadway  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  39  368 

Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) . . . 

Brother  Kat  (FN)  Oct.  33 365 

Burn  ’Km  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

C 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 3836 
California  Frontier  (Col) 

Dec.  84  8306 

Campus  Confessions  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3803 

Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat’l) 

reissue  

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(30th-Fox)  Dec.  84 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  39.... 
Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  39.. 

Come  On  Kangers  (Kep)  Dec.  3.. 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN) 

Dec.  17  

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18.3833 
Cowboy  and  the  Uady  (UA) 

Nov.  36  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 337 

Crime  Takes  a Holida.v  (Col) 

D 

Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Oct.  39  230 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  34 303 

Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 313 

Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 3818 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Kep) 

Nov.  13  805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (30th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  930 

Dramatic,  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  15  915 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 3854 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  84 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) .... 
Ever.vbod.v’s  Baby  (30th-Fox) 

Dec.  3 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  36 3033 

F 

Fast  and  Uoose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  934 

Famil.v  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Federai  Man-Hunt  (Rep) 

Jan.  14  830 

Feud  of  the  Range  (Metropolitan) 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Kep) 

Jan.  81  808 

Fisherman’s  Wharf  (KKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  of  a Kind  (30th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9036 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  3 914 

Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11..  833 

Four  Daughters  (FN)  Ang.  80..  358 

Four  Feathers  (UA)  

Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  81  931 


938 

917 

318 

909 

818 

370 


Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  33.5 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col) 9313 

Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  36.... 3856 
^^tigitives  for  a Night  (KKO) 

Mystery  Piane  (Mono)  Mar.  4 . . . 3809 


Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  34.. 3033 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10.... 3818 
Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  13.. 3801 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN) 

July  30  358 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 3054 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  39.  . 369 

Girls’  School  (Col)  Oct.  1 8013 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  34 359 

Great  3Ian  Votes  (KKO)  Jan.  14  913 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  13..  908 

Guilty  Trails  (Univ)  .3053 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Giinga  Din  (KKO)  Jan.  38 913 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (5VB)  Nov.  13 310 

Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dec.  17  363 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Dec.  10  30.36 

Hold  That  Coed  (30th-Fox) 

Sept.  17  907 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  843 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11.9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 933 

Honor  of  the  West  (Univ) 3055 

Hotel  Imperial  (Para)  

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(30th-Fox)  

I 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3813 

I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

I Stand  Accused  (Kep)  Oct.  33..  806 
I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  35.  834 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 935 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  930 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1 . . . .3810 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5... 3809 

In  Early  Arizona  (Col) 9311 

I Take  Tliis  Woman  (M-G-M) . . 

I 

.Jesse  James  (30th-Fox)  Jan.  31..  931 
.Just  Around  the  Comer  (30th- 

Fox)  Nov.  5 915 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  17... 8086 

E 

Kentuck.v  (30th-Fox)  Dec.  84...  933 

Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M) 939 

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para)  Oct.  8 . 3804 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

Uad.v  and  the  Mob  (Col) 

I.ady  Vanishes  (WB)  Oct.  15... 8010 
East  Express  (Univ)  Oct.  33.... 3038 
East  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3037 
l,aw  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  39.8385 
Eaw  West  of  Tombstone  (KKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

Eawless  Valley  (KKO)  Nov.  5...  981 

I.et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  35  936 

la-t  Us  Eive  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

Eisten  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  33..  904 

Eittle  Adventuress  (Col) 9030 

Eittle  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  3 3814 

Eittle  Pal  (Mono) 3838 

Eittle  Princess  (30th-Fox) 

Feb.  35  933 

Eittle  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  36 3011 

Eone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 9313 

Eone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

Jan.  38  9014 

Eong  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 313 

lajst  Patrol  (KKO)  

M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (KKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Man  to  Remember  (KKO)  Oct.  8 905 
Man  With  100  Faces  (GB) 

Nov.  19  8008 

Men  With  Wings  (Para)  Oct.  39.. 3808 
Mexicali  Kid  (Mono)  Sept.  10... 3741 

Mexicali  Rose  (Kep)  843 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  904 

Mr.  Moto’s  East  Warning 

(30th-Fox)  936 


A GUIDE  T 


Mr.  AVong,  Detective  (Mono) 

Oct.  8 3804 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) ...  .9039 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (Kep) 810 

Mysterious  Miss  X (Kep)  Jan.  31  809 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (30th-Fox) 

June  4 913 

M.vsterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  34.3807 
M.vstery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono).. 3806 
M.vstery  of  the  White  Room 

(Univ)  

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4.  ...3809 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (AVB)  . . . 319 
Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  38  373 

Nav.v  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18... 3805 
Newsbo.vs  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  38.  .3015 
Next  Time  I Marry  (KKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

Night  Hawk  (Kep)  Oct.  1 817 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col) 9038 

o 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  Jan.  38...  314 

Oklahoma  Kid  (FN) 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3835 

Orage  (Tri-Nat’l)  

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  AVest  AVlth,  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  Nov.  36  913 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) . . 863 

P 

Pacific  Einer  (KKO)  Dec.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (30th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 3831 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  AVith  the  Circus 

(KKO)  Nov.  36 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l) . . . 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  38.3833 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) 3053 

Prairie  Moon  (Kep)  Oct.  39 7107 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Kep)  Jan.  38.  833 
Prison  AVithout  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  35 
P.vgmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11....  980 

R 

Red  River  Range  (Rep) 864 

Renegade  Ranger  (KKO) 

Sept.  10  884 

Kh.vthm  of  the  Saddle  (Kep) 

Nov.  36  7108 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 

Dec.  10  3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  38.W1-3 

Kio  Grande  (Col)  9303 

Road  Demon  (30th-Fox)  Aug.  37.  918 
Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3... 3017 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col)  . 
Room  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17..  901 

Rolling  AVestward  (Mono) 3863 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Kep) . . 853 
Risk.v  Business  (Univ) 

s 

St.  Eonis  Bines  (Para)  Jan.  38.  .3833 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Kep) 

Dec.  17  863 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  36..3813 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (AAT?) 

Feb.  11  320 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3033 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M)  ....  937 
Serviee  DeLuxe  (Univ)  Oct.  33 . . 3013 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (30th-Fox)  Sept.  34  910 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Kep) . . 853 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19..  913 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18 

Sisters,  The  (AA’B)  Oct.  8 303 

Smiling  Along  (30th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 

Smoky  Trails  (Metropolitan)... 

Societ.v  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono) 

Jan.  14  3861 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

.Jan.  31  

Sons  of  the  Eegion  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3803 

Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4.. 
Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  36  911 

Stablemates  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8....  906 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 

.Jan.  7 918 

Star  of  Midnight  (KKO)  reissue 
Star  Keiwrter  (Mono)  Feb.  35.. 3833 

Storm,  The  (Univ) .3016 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Kep)  Nov.  19  807 
Story  of  A’ernon  and  Irene 


CURRENT  RELEASES 


Castle  (KKO)  

Straight,  Place  and  Show' 

(30th-Fox)  Oct.  1 911 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 

Oct.  39  9033 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3035 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  34  8384 

Streets  of  New'  York  (Mono) ...  3803 
Submarine  Patrol  (30th-rox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  

Suez  (30th-Fox)  Oct.  33 913 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono).. 3863 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 345 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  39 3857 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Mono) 

reissue  3837 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  34...  910 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dec.  17  3031 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3036 

T 

Tail  Spin  (30th-Fox)  935 

Tarnished  Angel  (KKO)  Oct.  39.  907 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Cot) 

July  30  9050 

Texas  Stampede  (Col)  9304 

Thanks  for  Everything  (30th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  13  3811 

That  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct.  8.3007 
There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  AVoman  Again 

(Col)  Dec.  17  9006 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 

Jan.  7 .307 

39  Steps,  The  (GB)  reissue 8009 

Three  Musketeers  (30th>-Fox) 

Feb.  11  937 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Dp 

(Univ)  

Thundering  AVest  (Col)  9303 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (SOth-Fox) 

July  3 908 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 336 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  34  .3816 

I'o  the  Rescue  (GN) 338 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  17  903 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (AVB) 

Oct.  15  318 

Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

Touchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 3819 

Trade  AA’inds  (DA)  Dec.  31 

Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  31....AV1-13 

Trigger  Smith  (Mono) 3854 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (KKO) 

13  Crowded  Hours  (KKO) 

Feb.  18  917 

U 

Undercover  Agent  (Mono)  

Up  the  River  (30th-Fox)  Nov.  13  934 

V 

Vacation  From  Eove  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  8 905 

A’alley  of  the  Giants  (AVB) 

Sept.  34  305 

W 

AVanted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

Oct.  1 .3817 

AVater  Rustlers  (GN)  AVl-1 

AVest  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9301 

AVestern  .Jamboree  (Kep)  Dec.  34  841 

Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 

Oct.  39  3860 

AVhile  New'  York  Sleeps  (30th- 

Fox)  Oct.  33  933 

AATiispering  linemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (30tlt- 

Fox)  Feb.  18  930 

AA’ihl  Horse  Canyon  (Mono) 

Jan.  7 3853 

AA’ings  of  the  Navy  (AA'B)  Jan.  31  309 

AVithin  the  Ijiw  (M-G-M) 938 

AVolf  Call  (Mono)  

AA’onian  Doctor  (Kep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11  357 

A’ou  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  35 

You  Can’t  Take  It  AA’ith  You 

(Col)  Sept.  .3  9101 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  33  907 

Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  13.. 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ) 

Oct.  1 3013 

Z 

Zaza  (Para)  Jan.  7 3819 
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SHOBTS 


Columbia 


A1>L-STAK  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17)  ...  .Apr.  21, ’39 
Doom  Goes  the  Groom 

<171/2)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Slan.v  Sappy  Returns  (18) ..  .Aug.  19 
JIutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Eel).  10,  ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A I,a  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Eawyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18)  ..  .Oct.  28 
The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(1.51/2)  Mar.  10, ’.39 

COEOR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollywood  Graduation  (7) . . .Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  (7)  Deo.  23 

I.ittle  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(81/2)  Deo.  16 

I.ittle  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Not.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Not.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Jan.  26, ’39 
The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  Feb.  24, ’39 

COI.FMBIA  TOUR 

Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10). Nov.  4 
Big  Tow  n Commuters  (9)  . Feb.  3, ’39 


Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dee.  15 

COMAITNITY  SING 

No.  11  (10)  Aug.  26 

Pongs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

No.  7 (10)  Mar.  24, ’39 

No.  8 (10)  .Apr.  21, ’39 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  ( . .) Dec.  .30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  .Tan.  27, ’.39 

No.  6 Aloon  Songs  (10) . . . .Feb.  24,  ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  ( . . ) .Apr.  6.  ’39 

Gym  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oet.  21 

Kraz.v’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  Jan.  27,  ’.39 
The  Tone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 

AHSIC  H.AFT,  A'.ANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(IOV2)  .Jan.  20, ’.39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (.  .)  . Mar.  2,  ’39 

SPORT  REEFS 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Nay.v  (10) .Jan.  6, ’.39 

King  A’nlture  (10)  Special ...  Dec.  23 

Navy  Champions  (10) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTITREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthda.v  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrapp.v’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  .3, ’.39 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  ( . . ) . .Mar.  .3, ’.39 

SCREEN  .SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  12  (10)  July  29 

(Series  18) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2(10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4(10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(101  .Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  6(10%)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’.39 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
,A  Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(I6V2)  .Apr.  7, ’39 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Fittle  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  .Jan.  6, ’.39 

A'iolent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

AVe  AA’ant  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 


A’es,  AVe  Have  No  Bonzana 

(.  .)  May  19, ’39 

AA'ASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

N<i.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 


Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) Juiy  29 

Mrs.  0’I..eary’8  Cow  (7) July  22 


TREASURE  CHEST 
AA’e  Five  in  Two  AVorlds  ( . . ) . .July  22 


Grand  National 

CAVAUCADK  OF  STUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CRIIVrE  DOESN’T  PAY 
They’re  Always  Caufirht  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
ritv. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

IVrons:  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)  . . .Jan.  14 
The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug*.  6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEUTAIrKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Ejo  pt  (9) Jan.  21,  *.39 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)...  Oet.  29 

Java  Journey  (10) Mar.  18 

Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  MYSTERIES 
^^Bravest  of  the  Brave  (ll)..Ang.  0 


Tlie  Man  on  the  Rock  (11) ..  Sept.  3 
MINIATURES 

City  of  Little  Men  (11) Ang.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  31 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

’'Tirade  of  Salt  Lake  (11) . . . Nov.  12 

‘^'♦’•eamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

"^’hey  live  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Dream  of  Izove  (17) Jan.  28 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Liglitly  (19) Dec.  31 


The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

M-G-M  cartoons  IN  SEPIA 
(Ne\v  Series) 


Mama’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  *39 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 
Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Little  Ranger  (10) Augf.  6 

Men  in  Fright  (10) Oet.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Augr.  27 

Prnetieal  Jokers  t9) Dee.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1 (10)  Oct.  15 

New  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11)  . .Feb.  18 

PETE  SMITH  SFECIAL’TIES 
Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 


OFisticuffs  (9)  Aug.  27 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

^Heroes  at  Leisure  (10) Feb.  11 

OHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

ROBERT  BENCHLEY 

The  Courtship  of  the  Newt 

(8)  July  23 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Oi>ening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Buzzy  Boop  (7)  July  22 

My  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . .Ang.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7)  . . .Feb.  24 

COFOR  CFASSICS 

•VII’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7) . . . .Ang.  26 

Alwa.vs  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Ang.  12 

Tlie  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7). Oct.  28 

COFOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  In  Clnecolor) 

Costa  Riea  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Ang.  12 

Fund  of  Inca  Memories  (10) . .Jan.  27 
Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HEADFINER 

A Song  Is  Bom  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Busse  Rh.vthm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 
The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

Fawrence  Walk  (10)  Mar.  3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Fights!  Action!  Fiicas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 

(71yde  Fucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Ang.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  .3, ’.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

P.4RAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Circus  Co-Fd  (10) Mar.  10 

Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  Yon  Ski?  (10).. Dec.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Riihe  Goldberg’s  Travelgah 

(9)  Oct.  14 

Tanhaneser  (12)  Ang.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAF 

No.  1 (10)  Ang.  6 

Tropical  trophies:  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises. elephants. 

No.  4 (10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil,  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5 (9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6.  '39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colonv. 


horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  .Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 
Ma  tlnee. 

No.  7(101  Feh.  3. ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8 (10)  Mar.  3 

POPEYB  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Ang.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)  ..  .Dec.  .30 
Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 


Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

Feaie  IVell  Enough  Alone 

(')  Mar.  10 

Mutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

POPUFAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  1 (10)  .Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6. ’.39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 


SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8).  July  29 
Prank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

GRANTFAND  RICE  SPORT- 
FIGHTS 

Champion  Alrhoppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  In  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  in- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hunting  'Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

Racing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Ang.  5 

Question  answers  In  the  field  of 
sport  supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

Tivo  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20.  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 

wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAF  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Ang.  a 

t,)No.  2 (10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 


Brave  Fittle  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Fucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13,  ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Merhabies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Micke.v’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  2.3 

Practical  Pig  (..) Feh.  24, ’39 

•Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feh.  3, ’.39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

The  Fox  Hunt  (8) July  29 

The  Whalers  (8) Aug.  19 

EDGAR  KENNEDl  lOMEIHK- 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 


Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADFINER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  30 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Fio  Rito  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’39 

FEON  ERROF  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) ,Tan.  13, ’.39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Honer  (20) Mar.  10,  ’39 

Ma.ior  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Feon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
"Heaven  on  the  Hudson." 

No.  2 (18)  Sept.  30 
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U.  S.  Fire  Flgrhters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3 (20)  Oct.  28 

inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4(19)  Nov.  26 

Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

ONo.  5(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 


row. 

No.  6(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

Young  America  and  Mexico’s  New 

No?  13  (19)  Ang.  6 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 


NU-A’TLAS  MUSICABS 


Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshlns  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mlda  and  The  Kldoodlers. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill,  Charles  King.  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marion  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Reillys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, ’39 

The  Rimacs,  Roslta  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10) ..  .Sept.  2 

V'enetian  Moonlight  (11) . . . . Nov.  25 


PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 
PATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 


leases) 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumh  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 
Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 


Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

4|Deep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 
Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) . . . Sept.  19 
Fishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec. ’iO 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

RAT  WHITLET  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18)  . . . .Sept.  9 

Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’.39 

Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans-America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVEN'TURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 


Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Recording  Modern  Science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Athletic  Oddities  (..) Nov.  11 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Hunting  Dogs  ( . . ) Mar.  3,  ’39 

FASHIONS 

iJiFashion  Forecasts,  No.  1 

(11)  Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 

^Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  2 

(11)  Dec.  23 

Winter  styles. 

(^Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(..)  Mar.  31, ’39 


FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

Wliat  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  2 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

IVhat  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

l.and  of  Contentment  (10)  ..  .Oct.  14 

Mystic  Siam  ( . . ) Mar.  17,  ’39 

Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

Frozen  Feet  (..)  Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

G.aiid.v  Goose  in  G-Man 

.litters  (..)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(..)  Dee.  30 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©Nutt.v  Netivork  (..)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gar.v  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (..)  ,Jan.  27 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Ang.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

'The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, '39 

'The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©Tlie  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct.  1 


Universal 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 


No.  53  ( 9)  

No.  54  f 

No.  .55  (9)  ... 

Oct.  3 

No.  56  ( 9)  

No.  57  ( 9)  

Nov. 

No.  59  (9)  

No.  fio  no)  . . . . 

Feb.  20.  ’.39 

No.  (51  (9) 

..Mar,  13 

MENTONE 

PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van.  Minor  ^ Root.  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19%) Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Buhble.s.  Tmogene  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fl.scher. 

Fits  & Benefits  (19) .Inly  27 

Torke  and  King,  Original  Cotton 
Club  Tramp  Band,  Carolyn  Marsh, 
The  Merry  Macs. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

.Tack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh.  Six 
Dehonairs.  Irene  Vermillion  & Co 
Nautical  Knights  (19) ...  .Jan.  11,  *39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel.  Moore  * 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Pntio  Serenade  tl7) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral.  Laura  Suarez,  Armida, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

O.shlns  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Bovs,  Vic  Hyde. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  12 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Ang.  1 

Ghost  Tow-n  Frolics  (7) Sept.  6 

Pixie  Ijind  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oet.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Moiisie  (7)  Aug.  15 

WAL’TER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dee.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9,  ’.39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)  . . .Dec.  26 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  1.3 

'riie  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Fob.  27 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 


No.  53  (9)  . 

No.  54  (9)  . 
No.  55  (OVs) 
No.  56  (9) 
No.  57  (9) 
No.  58  (9) 
No.  .59  (9) 
No.  60  (9)  . 

No.  61  (9) 


Ang.  29 
Sept.  19 
.Oct.  10 
.Nov.  21 
. .Dec.  6 
. .Jan. 2 
. .Feb.  6 
. . Mar.  6 
. .Apr.  3 


UNIVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Sophomore  Swing  (19)  . . .Jan.  21,  ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Cliance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

Boarder  'rrouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dee.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Pro.jeetion  Room  ( . . ) Mar.  4 

Murder  IVith  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Apr.  15 

Soplioinore  Swing  (20) ,Jan.  21 

Small  To«n  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 

Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

Two  Shadow’s  (20) Oct.  22 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 

The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10)  ..  .Aug.  27 
Isles  of  Enchantment 

(10)  July  23, ’38 

Ijong  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

'THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Meehanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  .Ian.  7, ’.39 

Meehanix  Illustrated,  No.  ,3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Meehanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Nov.  .5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  .3 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) .Ian.  28 

LOONEY  'TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  .Jitters  (7) Apr.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

It’s  an  III  Wind  (7) .Jan.  28 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Pork.v  in  Wack.yland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Goh  (7) Nov.  26 

Pork.v  and  Daff.v  (7) Aug.  6 

Pork.y’s  Movie  M.ystery  (7)  . Mar.  11 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oet.  15 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

'The  Lone  Stranger  and  Pork.v 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Ang.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’.39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Oreh.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Cljde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

( . . ) Mar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  24 

D.ave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . . ) Apr.  8 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happ.v  Felton  & Orch.  (..).. Dee.  3 

.Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22  . 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ray  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Russ  Morgan  & Orchestra 

(11)  Feb.  25 

Saturday  Night  Swing  Club 

(10)  July  30,  ’38 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7)  . Apr.  8 
Cinderella  Meets  Her  Fella  (8)  .Jul.  23 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  ( . . ) . Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . ..Ian.  14, ’.39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feh.  25 

Ham-Atenr  Night  (7) . . . ..Tan.  28, ’.39 
Johnn.v  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

Pre“t-0  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinbood  Makes  Good  (7)  . . . Feb.  11 
The  Ma.ior  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  Will  Play  17) Dec.  31 

The  Night  Watchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  5 

©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  12  (.  .)  Ang.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Furs. 


PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Ang.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 

^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11, ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . . Jul.v  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’.39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  COMEDIES 

My  Pop  (22) July  16, ’38 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) . . . Aug.  27 

Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 


Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10)..  Aug.  6 
Louis  Prima. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 


TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(B.v  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)...  Mar.  4 


Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

The  Human  Bomb  (12) ..  .Jan.  7, ’.39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (12)  . . . .Dec.  10 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28, ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island.  . .Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22, ’38-’39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazing  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  Is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

15  Chapters  — Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dogs,  The.. May  28 

12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 


Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brlx,  Jill 
Martin. 

Painted  Stallion  June  5, ’.38 


With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Flaming  Frontiers  Jul.v  5 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Withers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barr.v  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 
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SEPTEMBER  17 


SEPTEMBER  24 


OCTOBER  1 


OCTOBER  8 


OCTOBER  15 


OCTOBER  22 


[is]  Melodrama  8026 
Juvenile  Court  (61) 

Paul  Kelly 
Rita  Hayworth 
R— Sept.  17 


[22]  Western  8284 
Stranger  B>om  Arizona 
(56) 

Buck  Jones 
R — Sept.  24 


Drama  8012 

Girls’  School  (73) 

A.  Shirley-R.  Bellamy 
R— Oct.  1 


g Comedy  9101 
y You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You  (127)  J.  Arthur 
J.  Stewart:  R — Sept.  17 


[~^  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 
1^  Western  9201 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 
C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
R — Dec.  24 


[l2[  Action  Drama  9026 
Flight  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 
Jacqueline  Wells 


1^  Melodrama  230 
Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 
R — Oct.  29 


Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 
(65) 

James  Dunn 
Glenda  Gray 
R— Sept.  17 


Western  325 
Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 
R — Sept.  17 


Com.  Romance  903 
Too  Hot  to  Handle  (108) 
Clark  Gable-Myrna  Loy 
R — Sept.  17 


[30I  Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65) 
D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 
R— Oct.  8 


p7~|  Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 
Mickey  Rooney 
R— Oct.  8 


Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 
Lionel  Barrymore 
R— Oct.  22 


Com.  with  Music  904 


Listen,  Darling  (75) 
Judy  Garland 
Freddie  Bartholomew 
R— Oct.  22 


[14]  Western 
Mexicali  Kid  (56) 
(For.  Last  Frontier) 
Jack  Randall 
R— Sept.  10 


3741 


Melodrama  3817 
Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 
Evalyn  Knapp 
R — Oct.  1 


Melodrama  3804 
Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 
Evelyn  Brent 
R— Oct.  8 


|lo]  Musical  Reissue 
Sweetheart  of  Slgrma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 
Larry  Crabbe 

Western  3860 
WTiere  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 


Drama  2803 

Sons  of  the  I.eglon  (60) 


Lynne  Overman 
Billy  Lee 
R — Sept.  17 


^ Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 
Hank  Lulsettl 
R — Sept.  17 


|30|  Melodrama  3804 
King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 
J.  Carrol  Naish 
R — Oct.  8 


Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 
R— Oct.  1 


[14]  Comedy  Drama  3806 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 
R — Oct.  8 


|2i]  Western  3807 
Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 
Sidney  Toler 
R— Sept.  24 


Western  862 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(55) 

Three  Mesqulteers 

Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (68) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R — Oct.  29 


817 


[T|  Melodrama 
Night  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston-J.  Travis 
R— Oct.  1 


|T|  Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 
R — Nov.  12 


Western  884 

Renegade  Ranger  (60) 
George  O’Brien 
R — Sept.  17 


I23]  Melodrama  803 
Fugitives  for  a Night 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 
Frank  Albertson 
R— Oct.  1 


|3^  Comedy 

Room  Service  (80) 
Marx  Brothers 
R — Sept.  17 


901 


Comedy  904 

Dfr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 
R — Sept.  10 


im  Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 
Anne  Shirley 
R — Oct.  8 


^ Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 
Henry  Fonda 
R— Oct.  15 


[ie]  Comedy  907 

Hold  That  Co-ed  (80) 
John  Barrymore 
Marjorie  Weaver 
R — Sept.  17 


^ Melodrama  908 
Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 
Michael  Whalen 
R— July  2 


[30[  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 
(65) 

Ritz  Bros.-Ethel  Merman 
R Oct.  1 


[y]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 
R— July  23 


|l4]  Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 
B — Oct.  15 


Melodrama  912 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 
Mary  Maguire 
R — June  4 


|30|  Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerle  Hobson 
R — Aug.  6 


[le]  Western  3051 
Black  Bandit  (57) 

(For.  Twins  of  the  West) 
Bob  Baker 
R — ^N  o V.  5 


|30|  Comedy  Drama  3012 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  ( 78 ) 
J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 
R— Oct.  1 


.3017 


g Drama 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 
R — Sept.  3 


[1^  Drama  W’B305 
©Valley  of  the  Giants 
(79) 

Wayne  Morris 
Claire  Trevor 
R — Sept.  17 


^ Drama  FN359 
Four  Daughters  (90) 
Lane  Sisters 
Jeffrey  Lynn 
R — Aug.  20 


Melodrama 


GB 


The  39  Steps  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Robert  Donat 
Madeleine  Carroll 


p7^  Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 
Jackie  Cooper 
R— Oct.  8 


[y|  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O’Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 
R— July  30 


Drama  FN368 
Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 
Marie  Wilson 
R— Oct.  29 


Drama  Tri-Nat’l 
Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 
Michele  Morgan 

Comedy  'Tri-Nat’l 
Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Francelse  Rosay 

[1]  Melodrama  GB8008 

Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 

Noel  Madison 

Lilli  Palmer:  R-Nov.  19 


[i4|  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 
R— Oct.  1 


[14]  Comedy  Drama  3026 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 
Andy  Devine 
R — Nov.  19 


Drama  WH302 
The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 
Bette  Davis 
R — Oct.  8 


Drama  Tri-Nat’l 
Peg  of  Old  Drury  ( . . ) 

Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 


1^  Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 
R— Oct.  22 

11^  Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 


g Melodrama  FN369 
Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 
June  Bryan 
R— Oct.  29 
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f,  OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 | 

ij  g Action  Drama  9020 
[I  Uttle  Adventuress  (62) 

Ij  (For.  Thoroughbred) 

1 E.  Pellowes-J.  Wells 
^ Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 

, Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

g Western  9211 

In  Early  Arizona  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

g Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

[T]  Com.  M’ drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 

R— July  20 

g Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 

j2^  Adventure  326 

i Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

[~4~|  Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

g Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

i«  g Drama  909 

lil  OThe  Citadel  (112) 

El  Robert  Donat 
■1  Rosalind  Russell 
! R — Oct.  29 

[4~|  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

R — Nov.  12 

g Comedy  Drama  911 

Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

g Drama  912 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R^Nov.  19 

g Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  West  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

g Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 

Joe  E.  Brown 

Deo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

j 

Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

[H]  Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R— Nov.  19 

g Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

I!  g Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
i'  0Men  With  Wing's  (105) 

1 Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  29 

g Melodrama  3809 

Illegal  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  5 

[n|  Historical  Drama  3810 
If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R— Oct.  1 

g Comedy  3811 

’Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

g Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
g Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Milland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

|~^  Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillls 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

g Melodrama  806 

i I Stand  Accused  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 

R — Oct.  22 

g Western  7108 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle(58) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R^Nov.  26 

g Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

g Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R— Dec.  17 

g Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

g Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 

Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Dec.  24 

1 g Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Eilers 

Lee  Bowman 

R-Oct.  29 

g Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O’Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  5 

g Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakie 

Lucille  Ball 

R — Oct.  22 

[ig]  Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  19 

g Comedy  Drama  948 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R — Nov.  26 

g Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

g Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R — Oct.  22 

g Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

g Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

g Action  Drama  916 
Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 
R— Sept.  24 

Action  Drama  909 

Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

g Action  Drama  918 
Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R— Aug.  27 

g Comedy  Drama 

Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

g Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

g Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Poster 
g Action  Drama  3028 
lAst  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

g Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
g Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Pay 

[HI  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting*  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

g Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

g Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 

Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R— Dec.  10 

g Comedy  FN355 

Brother  Rat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R— Oct.  22 

g Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

g Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 

(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

g Com.  Drama  WB318 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

R— Oct.  15 

g Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  Withi  Dirty  Faces 

(97) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

g Drama  FN370 

Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Prancis-John  Litel 

R— Dec.  17 

g Melodrama  GB8010 
Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 

[is]  Melodrama  GB8011 
The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-G.  Taylor 

g Musical  GB8012 

Asking  for  ’Trouble  ( . . ) 
(For.  Climbing  High) 

Jessie  Matthews 

Michael  Redgrave 

g Western  Metropolitan 
Feud  of  the  Range  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 
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1 MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

|28|  Drama  9007 

Det  Ds  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 
[2I  Outdoor  Drama 
Koiiiance  of  the  Red- 
woods ( . . ) 

C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

n Comedy 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss 

(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R— Mar.  4 

[l^  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (56) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

g Action  Drama 
W'hisiiering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

[Y]  Action  Drama 

I,ady  and  the  Mob  ( . . ) 

Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupino- 
Lee  Bowman 

|~3~|  Comedy  980 

P>grmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

[i^  »25 

lee  Follies  of  1939  ( . . ) 

Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

[l^  Action  Drama  927 
Sergeant  Madden  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

Western  929 

Kid  From  Texas  ( . . ) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

Action  Drama  928 
AVithin  the  Law  ( . . ) 

Ruth  Hussey-R.  Johnson 

Drama  With  Music 
Broadway  Serenade  ( . . ) 

J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

Drama 

I Take  This  AVoinan  ( . . ) 

S.  Tracy-H.  LaMarr 

(T]  Western  3863 

Rolling'  Westward  (57) 

Tex  Ritter 

|~8~|  Action  Drama  3809 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
|~8~|  Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67) 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

|l^  Western  3854 

Trigger  Smith  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

Action  Drama 

AAolf  Call  (..) 

John  Carroll 

Movita 

g Melodrama 

Undercover  Agent  ( . . ) 

g Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  ( . . ) 
Jackie  Cooper 

in  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R — Feb.  11 

|lo]  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laaighton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

Melodrama 

King  of  Chinatown  ( . . ) 

Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

|24|  Drama 

Hotel  Imperial  (80) 

Isa  Miranda-Ray  Milland 

Comedy 

Sudden  Money  ( . . ) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 

Western 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R— Feb.  18 

[t]  Comedy 

I’m  From  Missouri  ( . . ) i 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

|l3]  Western  853 

Bough  Riders  Roundup 
(.  .) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

Comedy  810 

My  AAlfe’s  Relatives  ( . . ) 
Higgins  Family 

g Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

Pi 

m Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dix 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Feb.  18 

[lo]  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 

(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-W.  Barrie 
R— Feb.  18 

g Western 

Troul)le  in  Sundown  ( . . ) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

HH  Drama 

Almost  a Gentleman  (.  .) 

J.  EIlison-H.  Wood 

|y|  Musical 

Story  of  Vernon  and  T! 

Irene  Castle  ( . . ) 
(Tentative  Title)  ■ 

F.  Astalre-G.  Rogers  j 

n Comedy  930 

W'ife,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R — Feb.  18 

[lo]  Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

|r^  Com.  with  Music  932 
©Little  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R — Feb.  25 

g Comedy  Drama 
Everybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

Melodrama 

Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  (..) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

m Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R— Feb.  11 

|i^  Drama 

Prison  Without  Bars 

(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corinne  Luchaire 

R — Feb.  25 

[Y]  Action  Drama 

Four  Feathers  ( . . ) 

June  Dupree-C.  Aubrey 
Smith 

|~^  Action  Drama 

KisUy  Business  ( . . ) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

li^  Drama 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

[l^  Melodrama 

Mystery  of  the  White 
Kooin  ( . . ) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

|2^  Com.  with  Music 
Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

Comedy 

Family  Next  Door  ( . . ) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

Comedy  With  Music 

East  Side  of  Heaven 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

[4]  Action  Drama  AVB320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  Litel 

R — Feb.  11 

[ll|  Outdoor  Drama 
Oklahoma  Kid  (SO) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

Action  Drama 

Blackwell’s  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — -Mar.  4 

Action  Drama  AA^B321 

Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

i 

i 

ji 
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. . . hut  you  alone  can  use  it  for  advertising! 


Use  it  • . . but  be  sure  when  you  do,  that  you  put  on  that  valuable  screen  the 
quality  of  advertising  that  brings  in  profits.  C.  For  twenty  years  National  Screen 
Service  has  been  showing  you  how  to  do  that  with  Pre-vue  Trailers  . . . the  most 
effective  seat-selling  advertising  yet  devised.  The  Pre-vue  reaches  everybody  it  is 
aimed  at,  at  every  performance,  while  they  are  in  your  place  of  business . . . your 
theatre!  C.  The  cost  of  the  Pre-vue  is  so  low  per  seat  sold  that  an  actual  check-up 
per  person  reached  is  amazing  to  every  exhibitor  who  stops  to  make  the  compar- 
ison. CL  Sell  your  pictures  on  your  screen  with  Pre-vues  by  NATIONAL  SCREEN 
SERVICE  because  Pre-vue  Trailers  sell  seats! 


ATLANTA 147-73  Wolton  St..  N.W. 

BOSTON  34-38  Melrose  St. 

CHARLOTTE 2lf-2l  Mint  St. 

CHICAGO 1307  So,  Wabash  Ave. 

CINCINNATI  119  West  Central  Pkway. 

CLEVELAND 2336  Payne  Ave. 

Dallas 20IM4  Jockion  st. 


DENVER 7144  Char«po  St. 

DES  MOINES l003'/j  High  St. 

DETROIT  2949  Coss  Ave. 

KANSAS  CITY 1704  Wyandotte  St. 

LOS  ANGELES 2016  So.  Vermont  Ave. 

MEMPHIS 500  So.  2nd  St. 


MINNEAPbLIS nos  CurrU  Av«. 

NEW  ORLEANS 1431  Cleveland  Ave. 

NEW  YORK 430  Ninth  Ave. 

PHILADELPHIA  1201-07  Vine  St. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.I46 Golden GateAve. 

ST.  LOUIS  3318  Olive  St. 

SEATTLE 2418  Second  Ave. 


WASHINGTON.  D.  C..  920  New  Jersey  Ave..  N.W. 





In  all  Frisco  . . . only 
one  man  had  the 
cunning  to  pierce  the 
web  of  intrigue  that 
led  to  the  lair  of  an 
invisible  killer! 


More  tingling  mystery 
thrills  from  the  new  Chinese 
detective  sensation! 


THH 

hiysTtm  OP 

Mr.wom 

WITH 


GRANT  WITHERS 
DOROTHY  TREE 
CRAIG  REYNOLDS 

Directed  by  WILLIAM  NIGH 
Associate  Producer  WILLIAM  LACKEY 

Screenplay  by  Scott  Darling  • Based  on 
the  "James  Lee  Wong"  series  in  Collier’s 
Magazine  written  by  Hugh  Wiley 


m 
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5 BLUE  RIBBONS 


for  M'Q'M  5 production 

LET  FREEDOM  RING 


FOR  NELSON  EDDY! 

His  performance  as  “The  Wasp”  is  the  most  exciting  on  the  screen  today! 


FOR  THE  ALL-STAR  CAST! 

Imagine  these  great  personalities  in  one  picture:  NELSON  EDDY,  VIRGINIA 
BRUCE,  VICTOR  McLAGLEN,  LIONEL  BARRYMORE,  EDWARD 
ARNOLD,  Guy  Kibbee,  Charles  Butterworth. 

FOR  THE  GREAT  STORY! 

It  is  the  most  rousing  patriotic  musical  romance  that  ever  set  your  pulse 
beating.  The  original  story  and  screen  play  is  by  Ben  Hecht.  (He  gave  you 
“Viva  Villa!”)  Directed  by  JACK  CONWAY.  Harry  Rapf,  producer. 


FOR  THE  MUSICAL  THRILLS! 

Crammed  with  soul-stirring  fervor  is  its  music.  Never  such  a wealth  of  love 
songs,  of  patriotic  songs  as  Nelson  Eddy  pours  from  his  singing  heart! 


FOR  THE  BIG  PRODUCTION! 

M'G'M  has  again  given  the  screen  a mighty  entertainment.  One  after  another 
they  come,  the  Big  Attractions  of  the  screen,  winning  the  public  anew  for  the 
hits  of  the  Friendly  Company! 


Editorial  Offices:  9 rockefeller  plaza,  new 
YORK  city;  Publication  Office:  4704  e.  9th 
ST.,  KANSAS  CITY,  MO./  HOllyWOOd:  6404  HOLLY- 
WOOD BLVD.;  Chicago:  332  s.  Michigan  blvd. 
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NEVER  A DULL  MOMENT 


IT  IS  AS  reasonably  a quiet  evening  as  the  industry  ever  allows.  Here,  parked  before 
the  typewriter  with  a sheet  of  blank  paper  insisting  upon  attention,  your  commen- 
tator finds  himself  reflecting  once  more  upon  the  current  estate  of  the  business. 

He  finds  it  anything  but  comforting  and,  as  he  regrets  the  necessity  for  reporting  on 
the  downbeat  side,  he  finds  it  tough  to  do  otherwise.  For  instance: 

The  mess,  here  and  growing,  over  the  confused  situation  on  clearances  arising  as  an 
aftermath  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision  in  the  Interstate  case.  The  worries  that  trail  over 
the  future  of  the  theatre  price  structure. 

The  government  suit  which  shortly  may  be  expected  to  reflect  signs  of  life. 

The  fighting  attitude  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  its  im.plied  threat  in  the  ten,  or 
thereabouts,  new  suits  talked  about  in  Washington.  Its  apparent  determination  to  com- 
bat the  industry  to  the  death.  The  intention  of  Thurman  W.  Arnold  to  take  theatre  divorce- 
ment to  Congress  if  he  loses  his  now-on-the-docket  anti-trust  action. 

The  staggers  which  mark  the  course  of  the  trade  practice  agreement.  The  difficulties 
of  the  lawyers  in  deciding  how  to  simplify  the  language  and  keep  everybody — about 
twenty  of  'em — happy. 

Allied's  renewed  activity  in  pushing  the  Neely-Edmiston  anti-compulsory  block  book- 
ing bill. 

Perpetually  rising  negative  costs,  induced  by  Hollywood  competition  and  labor. 

The  gradually  constricting  foreign  markets  and  the  ultimate  effect  on  the  domestic 
rental  structure,  a situation  in  itself  to  gravely  darken  the  future. 

Samuel  Goldwyn  who  now  wants  to  be  included  out  of  United  Artists. 

Generally  depressed  business  conditions.  The  unemployment  situation.  The  cut  in 
the  WPA  appropriation  which  must  mean  a loss  in  theatre  revenue  unless  private  in- 
dustry picks  up  the  manpower  slack,  which  it  is  not. 

It  is  a time  for  level  heads,  and  more.  It  also  impresses  as  a time  when  rows  inside 
the  film  household  might  well  be  sidetracked,  but  not  necessarily  forgotten,  in  some  sort 
of  a sincerely  organized  effort  to  keep  the  roof  from  tumbling  into  the  living  room. 

All  the  more  regrettable,  therefore,  is  the  honest  need  to  point  out  how  points  of 
views  vary  and  how  one  of  them  subscribes  to  the  theory  the  majors  have  to  be  punished 
more  severely  before  they  unwind  sufficiently  to  appreciate  what  has  been  socking  them. 

Where  all  of  this  will  end  becomes  a guess.  It  is  the  fact  that  the  normal  operation 
of  making,  selling  and  showing  pictures  stands  in  serious  danger  of  interference  sug- 
gested by  potential  changes  in  the  system.  For  the  good  of  how  many  or  for  the  danger 
of  how  many  is  very  difficult  to  figure  out. 

In  the  meantime  and  to  try  to  be  sadly  funny  about  it,  certainly  there  is  never  a dull 
moment.  Also  there  is  the  sales  manager  who  remarked  the  other  day,  "It  looks  like  a 
terrific  year  for  all  concerned." 

And  is  he  correct! 
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ALLIED  MEN  URGED  TO  COLLECT  "EVIDENCE" 

ON  CLEARANCE,  IMPLYING  LAWSUIT  BARRAGE 


Interstate  Decision  Is 
Seen  as  Springboard; 
In  'Hot'  Areas  Only 


Block  Booking  Moves  Faced  by 
Delay,  Until  Sometime  in  '40 


Washington — Allied  members  are  being 
urged  to  gather  “evidence”  agamst  those 
chains  which,  in  the  association’s  view- 
point, have  imposed  unfair  and  out  of 
reason  restrictions  against  independent 
exhibitors.  Nowhere  in  the  confidential 
bulletin  outlining  ways  and  means  of  pro- 
cedure does  Abram  F.  Myers,  general 
counsel  of  the  organization,  openly  talk 
about  law  suits.  The  intent  is,  however, 
best  conveyed  perhaps  by  a reference  to 
the  Interstate  decision  which  Myers  con- 
strues as  having  made  clear  the  path 
which  independents  may  pursue  to  protect 
themselves — against  further  alleged  re- 
strictions by  chains  and  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  possible  injuries  imposed  until 
now. 

The  Myers’  memorandum,  at  its  outset, 
sets  forth  that  the  outlined  technique  is 
not  designed  for  those  areas  where  clear- 
ance is  handled  with  mutuality.  At  the 
same  time  and  where  other  sections  may 
be  involved,  it  makes  clear  Myers’  opin- 
ion that  this  is  the  hour  in  which  to  gather 
“evidence”  for  current  or  future  use  be- 
cause distributors  and  affiliated  circuits 
may  be  expected  to  convert  any  gathering 
of  “evidence”  into  a more  difficult  en- 
deavor. 

Seek  Exchange-Chain  Pacts 

It  argues  exchange  managers  in  many 
cities  readily  concede  that  clearance  is 
dominated  and  set  by  the  leading  chain 
in  the  territory.  It  also  states  exchange 
managers  have  been  known  to  direct  re- 
quests for  better  runs  or  shorter  clear- 
ance to  such  chains  on  the  advanced  argu- 
ment that  the  exchange  is  willing,  if  the 
chain  is  likewise  willing. 

Allied  members  are  urged  to  persuade 
exchange  managers  to  so  declare  them- 
selves within  the  hearing  of  third  parties 
who  later  would  or  could  be  available  as 
witnesses  in  any  subsequent  steps. 

The  next  step  suggested  is  for  inde- 
pendents to  obtain  copies  of  clearance 
schedules  which  Myers  says  are  ordinarily 
sent  to  the  exchange  by  the  controlling 
chain.  He  builds  up  this  angle  by  declar- 
ing branch  managers  usually  depend  upon 
these  schedules  when  they  prepare  clear- 
ances for  subsequent  run  theatres.  He 
clearly  implies  that  copies  of  the  schedules 
would  be  of  definite  value  if  identifying 
marks  are  on  them  and  it  is  also  urged  as 
a sort  of  “must”  that  exhibitors  place 
themselves  in  a position  where  they  can 
demonstrate  where  and  how  they  got 
them. 

Following  the  gathering  of  this  “evi- 
dence” which  Myers  indicates  could  be  in- 
cluded in  an  ultimate  conspiracy  action  if 
(Continued  cn  page  27) 


Quits  Divorcement 
Bills  Near  Gongs 

Washington — In  view  of  the  limited 
time  remaining  before  most  state  legis- 
latures adjourn,  it  is  understood  Allied 
has  decided  to  halt  its  support  of  bills 
proposing  enactment  of  theatre  divorce- 
ment laws.  The  expense  entailed  in  sup- 
porting these  measures  also  is  a con- 
sideration. 

That  Allied’s  spirits  along  divorcement 
lines  have  been  dampened  as  a result  of 
the  events  in  North  Dakota  is  no  secret. 
When  approached,  the  organization’s  lea- 
ders privately  affirm  their  contention  that 
“something  funny”  happened  in  North 
Dakota.  But  in  the  next  breath  they  will 
refer  to  the  government  suit,  a primary 
basis  of  which  embraces  divorcement. 

Allied  has  not  fared  well  along  divorce- 
ment lines  so  far  this  year.  Aside  from 
the  setback  in  North  Dakota,  a divorce- 
ment and  film  regulation  bill  in  Nebraska 
died  in  committee,  being  attacked  by  Far- 
ley Young,  deputy  county  attorney,  as 
inimical  to  the  industry  as  a whole. 

The  hottest  spots  at  the  moment  are 
Kansas  and  Missouri,  which  both  have 
divorcement  bills  (believed  not  sponsored 
by  Allied)  pending.  Following  passage  by 
the  house,  the  senate  judiciary  commit- 
tee in  Kansas  has  reported  the  measure 
out  with  recommendation  that  it  be 
passed.  A move  is  on  foot  to  force  the 
bill  back  into  committee  to  prevent  its 
enactment  before  adjournment,  which  is 
scheduled  in  less  than  a month.  The  Mis- 
souri proposal,  passed  by  neither  house, 
is  given  little  chance  in  the  limited  time 
left  for  sessions.  A divorce  bill  also  is 
pending  in  the  state  of  Washington. 


Foresees  Federal 
Cooperation 

New  York — One  local  exhibitor,  re- 
fusing to  be  directly  quoted,  reflects 
optimism  over  the  government's  even- 
tual cooperation  with  the  industry  in 
an  effort  to  effect  a better  understand- 
ing. He  foresees  a helping  hand  out 
of  Washington  to  aid  the  industry  in 
“working  out  the  kinks"  and  implies  his 
information  includes  a trade  practice 
plan  in  which  he  predicts  the  govern- 
ment will  “lend  a helping  hand." 


Washington — Action  on  block  booking 
legislation  may  be  put  off  until  next  year, 
to  prevent  interference  with  the  govern- 
ment’s New  York  suit  and  in  order  that 
Congress  may  adjourn  in  June  and  give 
the  country  a “breathing  spell.” 

Administration  leaders  in  Congress  are 
seeking  to  line  up  a program  that  will  per- 
mit adjournment  in  three  months.  To  do 
that,  they  will  have  to  jettison  all  but 
the  most  pressing  legislation  and  it  is 
not  generally  considered  the  block  book- 
ing bill,  which  has  been  pending  in  Con- 
gress for  years,  is  in  that  category. 

At  the  same  time,  there  is  an  inclination 
to  await  the  outcome  of  the  government’s 
monopoly  drive  against  the  motion  picture 
industry  before  attempting  to  enact  legis- 
lation. It  is  pointed  out  that  Assistant  At- 
torney General  Thurman  has  threatened 
to  ask  for  Congressional  aid  in  the  event 
he  does  not  get  all  he  wants  from  the 
courts.  Presumably,  therefore,  the  de- 
partment of  justice  official  may  ask  for 
legislation  on  several  points,  and  the  mat- 
ter might  be  better  handled  in  one  measure 
than  in  several. 

With  the  department  considering  a cam- 
paign against  the  motion  picture  moguls 
on  several  fronts  simultaneously  and  a 
Temporary  National  Economic  Committee 
investigation  of  the  industry  threatening, 
films  are  expected  to  figure  widely  in  the 
news  in  coming  months.  If  the  TNEC 
does  delve  into  the  industry,  its  hear- 
ings will  attract  a record-breaking  at- 
tendance from  among  the  Washington 
correspondents,  who  have  been  “wised  up” 
by  government  friends  that  “big  stuff”  is 
in  the  offing. 

There  is  some  speculation  rife  here  over 
the  department’s  publicized  intention  of 
filing  additional  suits  against  the  industry 
in  what  is  being  described  as  a fight  to  the 
finish. 

Displeased  over  the  events  leading  to  the 
repeal  of  the  North  Dakota  theatre  di- 
vorcement law,  department  officials  are 
not  especially  satisfied  over  the  lack  of 
progress  made  in  its  anti-trust  suit  against 
the  major  companies.  Its  determination  to 
speed  up  the  case  is  reflected  in  the  recent 
letter  written  by  Attorney  General  Frank 
Murphy  to  Judge  Bondy  in  New  York  re- 
questing faster  disposal  of  motions  rela- 
tive to  a bill  of  particulars  filed  as  far 
back  as  November.  By  consultation  with 
Judge  John  C.  Knox,  senior  judge  of  the 
federal  court  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  Judge  Bondy  will  give  prece- 
dence to  the  government’s  suit,  despite  the 
fact  that  for  long  he  has  been  engaged 
with  the  RKO  reorganization  proceedings, 
now  nearing  final  approval. 
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DISTRIBUTORS  BEND  ALL  EFFORTS  TO  ADJUST 
CLEARANCES  WITHOUT  RECOURSE  TO  COURTS 


Prefer  Amicable  Course 
In  Protection  Rows  as 
Threats  Mount 

New  York — All  efforts  are  being  exerted 
by  distributors  to  avert  suits  over  clear- 
ance in  various  territories.  Several  ac- 
tions have  been  threatened  by  independent 
exhibitors  during  the  past  few  months  and 
some,  if  not  the  greater  majority,  have 
been  disposed  of  out  of  court. 

Two  of  the  most  important  cases  in  the 
east,  one  of  which  resulted  in  the  actual 
filing  of  papers  against  distributors,  were 
cleaned  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties 
within  a few  weeks  after  the  disputes  took 
on  serious  aspects. 

The  most  recent  case  to  be  settled  is 
that  of  Jupo  Amusement  Co.  of  which 
Prank  Moscato  is  head.  His  threat  reach- 
ed the  local  court  but  was  amicably  mark- 
ed off  the  calendar  before  trial.  He  oper- 
ates the  Polk,  Jackson  Heights,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  clearance  taken  by  Harry 
Brandt’s  Colony,  in  the  same  area.  Mos- 
cato had  made  a deal  with  20th-Fox  be- 
fore Brandt,  but  when  the  latter  con- 
summated his  negotiations  protection  was 
taken  over  the  Polk.  The  matter  has  been 
straightened  out  where  both  independent 
exhibitors  have  had  their  clearance  moved 
up  following  the  exhibition  of  20th-Pox 
product  at  Skouras’  Granada,  Corona. 

The  initial  threat  which  caused  some 
concern  in  distribution  headquarters  was 
that  of  Edward  J.  Peskay  of  Prefect  The- 
atres, operating  the  Pickwick,  Greenwich. 
He  claimed  he  had  to  wait  60  to  90  days 
after  Skouras’  Port  Chester  house,  which 
in  turn  had  to  wait  for  White  Plains, 
controlled  by  Loew’s  and  RKO.  This  dis- 
pute has  been  cleared  so  that  the  Pick- 
wick follows  immediately  after  Port  Ches- 
ter, regardless  of  White  Plains  bookings. 

Another  suit  now  looms  unless  the  dif- 
ferences between  Michael  Boumansour  of 
the  Plaza,  Malone,  N.  Y.,  against  the 
Schine  circuit  is  straightened  out  in  the 
next  few  weeks.  Boumansour,  a member 
of  the  Allied  Syracuse  xmit,  has  already 
notified  Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  the 
state  organization,  to  take  action  or  the 
matter  will  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  department  of  justice  in  Washing- 
ton. 


Boumansour  Wants 
Schine  Clearance  Cut 

Malone,  N.  Y. — With  the  Schine  circuit 
cutting  from  40  and  30  cents  at  the  Ma- 
lone to  25  and  15  cents,  Michael  Bou- 
mansour of  the  Plaza  is  seeking  elimina- 
tion of  the  60-day  protection  by  Schine. 
The  Malone  is  a first  run,  the  Plaza,  a 
second  run,  and  this  town  has  a popula- 
tion of  8,000. 

Boumansour  contends  that,  while  the 


Selling  in  N.  Y. 
Sans  Change 

New  York — Despite  the  supreme  court 
ruling  on  clearance,  local  exchange  heads 
are  understood  selling  product  with  the 
same  protection  provisions  as  prevailed 
last  year. 

Admittedly  in  somewhat  of  a fog  as  to 
the  scope  of  the  decision  of  the  highest 
court,  branch  managers  hold  nothing  is 
being  done  about  changes  in  clearance 
until  demands  are  made.  So  far,  it  is  held, 
there  have  been  no  requests  made  as  a 
direct  result  of  the  Dallas  ruling. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  a few  local  com- 
plaints made  recently  were  not  filed  as  a 
result  of  any  court  ruling,  but  because 
general  conditions  necessitated  them.  All 
of  the  protests  made  by  local  exhibitors,  it 
is  pointed  by  several  distributor  heads  in 
this  territory,  have  been  settled  amicably. 


Atlanta  Anti-Trust  Suit 
For  $285,000  Damages 

Atlanta — John  W.  Peck  and  Mrs.  Ger- 
trude W.  Peck  have  fUed  an  anti-trust 
suit  against  seven  majors  and  A.  C.  Brom- 
berg, seeking  $285,000  in  damages.  Papers 
in  federal  court  list  as  defendants  Para- 
mount, RKO,  M-G-M,  Vitagraph,  20th 
Century-Pox,  Universal  and  Columbia. 
Bromberg  appears  as  a southern  distribu- 
tor. 

Charging  violation  of  the  Clayton  act, 
the  Pecks  claim  that,  as  owners  and 
lessees  of  two  theatres  in  Sylacauga,  Ala., 
and  one  in  Dublin,  Ga.,  they  were  forced 
to  liquidate  at  a loss  when  the  defendant 
companies  sold  to  Roy  Martin,  a chain 
competitor.  The  plaintiffs  allege  they 
were  unable  to  obtain  enough  first-class 
film  to  operate  full  time  and  seek  attor- 
ney’s fees  and  costs  in  addition  to  the 
$285,000  in  damages. 


Malone  charged  40  and  30  cents,  he  was 
able  to  meet  the  competition  when  his 
house  charged  25  cents.  He  has  not  cut 
his  prices  and  he  is  insisting  distributors 
reduce  the  protection  because  the  prices 
are  the  same,  if  not  greater,  at  his 
theatre. 

About  two  months  ago,  approximately 
$10,000  was  spent  to  remodel  the  Plaza, 
according  to  Boumansour,  and  business 
has  tobogganed  40  per  cent  since  Schine 
revised  the  price  schedule.  Rentals  at  the 
Plaza,  however,  have  not  been  altered,  it 
is  stated. 

In  a recent  advertisement,  the  Schine 
Malone  advertised  “Stand  Up  and  Pight” 


Two  Important  Suits  in 
East  Settled;  Facing 
Actions  Elsewhere 

with  the  new  schedule  of  admissions,  any- 
time and  all  the  time.  The  advertise- 
ment stated  there  are  500  good  seats  at 
15  cents,  1,000  good  seats  at  25  cents  and 
childi'en,  15  cents. 

Boumansour  has  already  reported  the 
complaint  to  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive 
secretary  of  Allied  of  New  York,  who,  in 
turn,  is  reported  to  have  turned  the  mat- 
ter over  to  Harry  G.  Kosch,  counsel  for 
the  organization  in  New  York.  It  is  learn- 
ed Boumansour  has  been  informed  the 
situation  has  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  distributors  and  efforts  are  now 
being  made  to  connect  it. 

Unless  the  dispute  is  taken  care  of  by 
reducing  the  protection  or  upping  Malone 
prices,  Boumansour  is  planning  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  and  ask  for  an  in- 
vestigation by  the  department  of  justice. 


Donniger  Seeks  Revamp 
Of  Irvington  Clearance 

Irvington,  N.  J. — Henry  Donniger,  who 
operates  the  Liberty  here,  is  understood 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  clearance  setup 
enjoyed  by  Warners,  which  have  the  San- 
ford and  Castle.  Some  time  ago,  Warners 
instituted  an  early  bird  policy  at  the  Cas- 
tle, but  whether  the  complaint  revolves 
around  this  is  not  known. 

Donniger  has  been  spreading  out  lately. 
He  recently  reopened  the  Colony,  Union 
City,  and  in  seven  or  eight  months  takes 
over  the  Embassy,  Bayonne,  N.  J.  Among 
other  acquisitions  is  the  Metro,  Port  Lee, 
which  is  closed  and  will  probably  be  re- 
opened -within  the  next  few  months. 

Distributors,  when  contacted  on  the  re- 
ported Irvington  dissatisfaction,  declare 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  clearance- 
disturbance.  One  exchange  head  said 
Warners  have  a seven-day  protection  and 
there  is  no  reason  for  complaint. 

However,  from  other  sources,  it  is  re- 
ported Donniger,  an  Allied  officer,  is  pre- 
paring legal  action  unless  there  is  a re- 
adjustment of  some  kind. 


Union  City  Situation 
Is  Amicably  Adjusted 

Union  City,  N.  J. — Recent  differences 
between  Jimmy  Binkov  of  the  Temple  and 
Warners  over  clearance  have  satisfactorily 
been  disposed  of  with  the  assistance  of 
distributors. 


RKO  Dates  "Illusion" 

New  York — RKO  has  booked  “Grand 
Illusion’’  for  its  theatres  in  the  metropoli- 
tan areas.  The  pictm-e  opens  at  the  Pal- 
ace, Thursday. 
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TRADE  PRACTICE  ADOPTION  IS  NOW  ASSURED; 
ANY  ALLIED  DISSENT  WON'T  STOP  THE  MAJORS 


While  Accord  Desirable, 
Will  Not  Let  Breach 
Scrap  Final  Pact 


Attorneys  Hold  Some  of  Myers' 
Points  Cannot  Be  Accepted 


New  York — While  distributors  are  pre- 
pared to  bend  backward  in  their  efforts  to 
evolve  a trade  practice  agreement  accept- 
able to  Allied  and  are  aiming  such  efforts 
in  that  direction,  they  have  every  inten- 
tion of  going  through  with  their  original 
plan  with  or  without  that  organization. 

In  the  direction  of  effecting  as  wide  an 
accord  as  possible,  as  many  meetings  as 
may  be  required,  within  reason,  will  be 
held  with  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied’s  gen- 
eral counsel.  If  for  any  reason,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  impasse  is  ultimately 
reached  and  Allied  should  determine  the 
final  results  are  not  to  its  complete  liking, 
distributors  see  no  reason  why  a final 
document  should  be  scrapped  because  one 
of  many  elements  in  the  negotiations,  for 
its  own  reasons,  determines  not  to  go 
along. 

They  recognize  Allied’s  importance  in 
the  negotiations  and  they  constantly  em- 
phasize their  hope  that  Allied  will  become 
a signatory  to  the  pact.  But  they  also 
recognize  that  the  MPTOA  as  well  as  half 
a dozen  or  more  exhibitor  associations 
identified  neither  with  Allied  nor  the 
MPTOA  and  hundreds  of  theatre  opera- 
tors who  are  not  members  of  any  ex- 
hibitor association  play  a significant  part 
in  the  scheme  of  things. 

Cite  Other  Negotiations 

Therefore,  they  rest  on  their  argument 
that  the  arduous  and  extended  negotia- 
tions designed  to  establish  an  approach  to 
a better  intra-industry  understanding,  if 
nothing  more,  ought  not  be  endangered 
because  one  group  may  elect  not  to  join 
with  the  others.  They  further  cite  the 
fact  that,  insofar  as  the  MPTOA  and  the 
theatre  organizations  which  have  no  na- 
tional affiliation  are  concerned,  the  pact, 
even  in  its  original  form,  was  largely,  if 
not  entirely,  acceptable. 

Believing  as  they  do  that  the  proposed 
agreement  will  do  much  to  settle  com- 
plaints of  long  standing  in  the  eyes  of 
many  theatremen,  distributors  feel  they 
have  another  extremely  important  point 
in  their  favor.  They  point  out  that  what- 
ever is  determined  upon  in  the  form  of 
cancellations,  separation  of  the  sale  of 
shorts  and  features  and  other  concessions 
the  benefits  will  apply  without  discrimina- 
tion to  all  exhibitors.  This,  of  course, 
obviously  includes  Allied  members  as  well. 

Thus,  if  Allied  officially  should  decide 
not  to  become  a party  to  the  pact,  its 
members  automatically  will  reap  its  ad- 
vantages anyway.  Resting  on  exhibitor 
reactions  as  they  know  and  understand 
them,  distributors  assume  very  quickly 
that,  regardless  of  any  prohibition  which 
Allied  may  seek  to  place  on  its  member- 


New  York — Distributor  attorneys,  after 
many  meetings  with  sales  managers,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  there  are  several 
“impracticable”  points  in  the  recommen- 
dations submitted  by  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  which  cannot  be 
incorporated  in  the  final  rephrasing  of 
the  trade  practice  draft.  Whether  this 
will  imperil  its  acceptance  by  Allied  is 
largely  a matter  of  opinion. 

One  general  counselor  informs  Box- 
office  that,  while  he  is  not  in  a position  to 
disclose  the  clauses  which  fall  into  the 
“impracticable”  category,  he  said  even  a 
layman  can  detect  the  changes  and  in- 
clusions sought  by  Myers  in  the  draft 
submitted  by  distributors. 

It  will  take  weeks  before  a consolidated 
draft  is  formulated,  this  attorney  holds, 
adding  that  the  meeting  with  Myers  is 
only  one  in  a series  to  be  held  with  Allied’s 
general  counsel.  Meeting  places  most  like- 
ly will  alternate  between  Washington  and 
New  York. 

As  far  as  distributor  counsel  is  con- 
cerned, the  intent  of  the  original  under- 
standing with  exhibitor  negotiating  com- 
mittees on  the  draft  remains  the  same. 
This  is  the  net  result  after  weeks  and 
days  of  meetings  here  behind  closed  doors 
at  the  Astor  Hotel. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of  20th-Fox 
and  active  on  the  distributor  side  of  the 
negotiations,  before  leaving  for  the  coast, 
informed  reporters  there  will  be  no  moie 
negotiations  on  the  principles  of  the  trade 
draft.  All  that  remains,  he  said,  is  de- 
ship, its  constituents  will  take  the  na- 
tural step  and  benefit  where  they  may. 

These  are  the  background  reasons  why 
in  high  distribution  circles  much  optimism 
prevails  that  the  results  of  the  delibera- 
tions finally  will  be  crowned  with  success. 
There  is  no  glossing  over  the  substantial 
difficulties  currently  confronting  the  at- 
torneys who  are  sweating  over  language 
acceptable  to  all  hands,  but  the  viewpoint 
on  this  is  that  the  hurdle  will  be  sur- 
mounted. 


Pact  by  April  L 
Kent's  Hope 

New  York — Sidney  R.  Kent,  president 
of  20th-Fox,  hopes  the  completed  trade 
practice  draft,  with  the  approval  of 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel  for 
Allied,  will  be  sent  to  various  exhibitor 
negotiating  bodies  before  he  returns 
from  the  coast  the  end  of  the  month. 

Voicing  the  sentiments  of  other  in- 
dustry leaders,  Kent  adds:  ”It's  entirely 
up  to  the  lawyers  now." 


termination  of  the  language,  which  is  now 
up  to  the  lawyers. 

From  an  attorney,  who  has  been  sitting 
in  on  some,  not  many,  of  the  meetings, 
there  is  every  indication  the  writing  of  a 
final  draft  will  be  a drawn  out  affair. 
“■What  can  you  expect  with  19  lawyers  all 
sitting  in,  each  with  different  ideas  and 
each  trying  to  have  the  language  written 
his  way?”  he  asks. 

Kent  insisted  the  concessions  in  the 
pact  offered  by  distributors  are  as  far  as 
“they  will  go.  I don’t  even  know  if  some 
companies  can  go  as  far  as  that  for  their 
own  economic  good.”  Kent  feels  that  as 
far  as  his  company,  20th-Fox,  is  con- 
cerned, the  provisions  of  the  pact  will 
seriously  affect  his  business.  He  refers 
specifically  to  the  20  per  cent  cancellation 
clause  and  has  repeatedly  brought  up  this 
point  in  his  interviews  with  the  press. 

The  impression  prevails,  it  is  inferred 
from  Kent’s  remarks,  that  all  distributors 
have  gone  the  limit  in  making  concessions. 

“If  approved  in  the  next  few  weeks,” 
Kent  said,  “arbitration  boards  should  be 
set  up  by  summer.” 

There  will  be  no  further  meetings  with 
exhibitor  groups,  the  20th-Fox  head  re- 
iterated. As  soon  as  a final  draft  is  ready 
it  will  be  forwarded  to  exhibitor  organi- 
zations for  ratification.  From  then  on,  it 
will  be  up  to  the  various  component 
factors  of  the  trade  to  start  arbitration. 


Still  Up  to  Allied’s  Board 

New  York — This  is  Allied's  position  on  final  acceptance,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
trade  practice  pact: 

The  authority  of  the  negotiating  committee  expired  March  1,  as  reported.  The 
committee,  on  that  day,  passed  out  of  official  existence. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel,  may  ultimately  approve  the  language  and 
accept  the  draft  insofar  as  he  is  concerned.  If  and  when  this  should  come  about, 
final  approval  must  be  voted  by  Allied's  board  of  directors  anyway. 
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They’re 

. . . and  they’re  all 
from  PARAMOUNT! 


■(^ammount 


• CiFE  SOGiiTT” 

It’s  new . . . it’s  news  . . . it’s  the  screen’s 
first  story  of  the  glamorous  "400”  of 
the  night  clubs.  With  a big- name  cast 
headed  by  MADELEINE  CARROLL, 
FRED  MacMURRAY,  SHIRLEY  ROSS. 
Directed  by  Edward  H.  Griffith. 

JSHCOMIER” 

CHARLES  LAUGHTON’S  triumphant 
comedy  of  romance  in  the  South  Seas — 
now  blazing  a box-office  trail  from  coast 
to  coast.  A Mayflower  picture  with 
Elsa  Lanchester,  produced  and  directed 
by  Erich  Pommer. 

. . . CLAUDETTE  COLBERT  and 
DON  AMECHE  head  the  prize  cast  of 
the  season  in  "Midnight,”  the  prize 
romantic  comedy  of  the  year.  With 
JOHN  BARRYMORE,  Francis  Lederer, 
Mary  Astor,  Elaine  Barrie.  Directed  by 
Mitchell  Leisen. 

‘SItPBEK  MONEf" 

Hilarious  story  of  sweepstakes  winners,  sure 
to  get  big  money.  With  a hand-picked 
comedy  cast,  built  for  laughs,  including 
Charlie  Ruggles,  Marjorie  Rambeau, 
Charles  Grapewin,  William  Frawley. 
Directed  by  Nick  Grinde. 


AKIM  TAMIROFF,  whose  roles  have 
made  screen  history,  delivers  his  best  j 
performance  as  Frank  Baturin,  strong  man 
of  a city  of  sin.  With  Anna  May  Wong, 

J.  Carrol  Naish.  Directed  by  Nick  Grinde. 


"I’M  FROM  MISSOURI” 

. . . Starring  the  one  and  only 
BOB  BURNS  . . . and  topping 
"The  Arkansas  Traveler”  in  every 
department.  With  GLADYS 
GEORGE,  Gene  Lockhart  and 
Samson,  the  only  mule  ever  to 
spend  a night  in  a Turkish  bath. 
Directed  by  Theodore  Reed. 


"BACK  DOOR  TO  HEAVEN” 

The  first  of  the  much -heralded,  long- 
awaited  Bernard  Steele  eastern  presenta- 
tions . . . already  winning  the  plaudits  of 
the  critics.  "Hit  as  box-office  melodrama. 

A triumph!”  says  Hollywood  Reporter. 
With  Wall  ace  Ford,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Patricia  Ellis,  Aline  McMahon.  Produced 
and  directed  by  William  K.  Howard. 


"NEVER  SAY  DIE” 

The  laughs  come  fast  and  furious 
when  MARTHA  RAYE  and 
BOB  HOPE  go  on  a funny-honey- 
moon...with  ANDY  DEVINEalong 
as  chaperon,  and  Alan  Mowbray  as 
Jealous  lover.  Gale  Sondergaard  and 
Ernest  Cossart  round  out  a perfect 
cast.  Directed  by  Elliott  Nugent. 


CECIL  B.  OeMILLE’S 

“umoN  PAeiFir 

. . . The  BIG  picture  you’ve  been  waiting 
for^  with  a cast  of  thousands,  headed 
by  BARBARA  STANWYCK  and 
JOEL  McCREA...and  an  exploitation  and 
advertising  campaign  that  will  blanket  every 
town  in  America.  Paramount  gives  you 
Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  "UNION  PACIFIC”! 


“THE  LADY’S  FROM 
KENTUCKY" 

. . . GEORGE  RAFT  and 
ELLEN  DREW,  beautiful 
star  of  "Sing  You  Sinners" 
and  "If  I Were  King”  in  a 
heart  - pounding,  pulse  - racing 
story  of  the  turf  . . . with 
Hugh  Herbert  and  ZaSu  Pitts 
in  support.  It’s  one  for  the 
money.. .sure  to  lead  the  field. 
Directed  by  Alexander  Hall. 


gRMARRIEO 


. . . Paramount  showmanship 
stars  BUCK  JONES,  most 
popular  of  cowboy  stars,  in 
his  first  dramatic  role.  A 
hard-hitting  action  drama 
of  down-to-earth  folks,  with 
HELEN  TWELVETREES 
and  DONALD  O’CONNOR, 
kid  star  of  "Sing  You  Sinners.” 
Directed  by  Kurt  Neumann. 


“HOTEL  IMPERIAL” 

Glamorous,  exciting 

ISA  MIRANDA,  in  her  first 
American  screen  role  ...  co- 
starred  with  RAY  MILL  AND 
in  a powerful  drama  of  strange 
adventure  and  strange  people 
behind  the  gates  of  Hotel 
Imperial.  With  Reginald 
Owen,  Gene  Lockhart  and 
J.  Carrol  Naish.  Directed  by 
Robert  Florey. 


i “WLIH  LIFE" 

* I ELISABETH  BERGNER, 

b'  ^ the  magnificent . . . the  incom- 

; parable  . . . the  first  dramatic 

I actress  of  our  time  — in  her 

j greatest  triumph  ...  a picture 

for  every  woman  in  America, 
and  the  men  they  bring  with 
them  to  your  theatre!  A 
i Paramount  release,  produced 

; I and  directed  by  Paul  Czinner. 


EXHIBITORS’  SPRING  SONG: 

IT  PUTS  TO  PLAY  A 
PARAMOUNT  PICTURE! 


•ARAMOUMT’S  4 STAR  DRIVE  FEB.26  TO  MAY27 


if 


> BUY  LONG  ON 

PARAMOUNT  SHORTS  • 


\CPanimoiuit 


Max  Fleischer’s  Popeyes, 
Betty  Boops  * Paramount 
Paragraphics,  Pictorials, 
Unusual  Occupations  (in  full 
color),  Popular  Science  (in 
full  color).  Headliners,  Color 
Classics,  Color  Cruises 
Grantland  Rice  Sportlights 
Paramount  News 


JACK  L.  WARNER 
Warner  vice-president 


ALBERT  WARNER 
Warner  vice-president 


GRADWELL  L.  SEARS 
Vitagraph  president 


S.  CHARLES  EINFELD 
Vitagraph  vice-president 


46  OF  48  ON  WARNER'S  NEW  SEASON  SCHEDULE 
SET;  36  CLASS  "A"  WITH  24  IN  "TOP  BRACKET" 


Vitaphone  Lineup  Seen 
Unchanged;  Continue 
Historical  Series 

New  York — Bette  Davis,  Janies  Cagney, 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  Errol  Flynn  and  John 
Garfield,  each  in  at  least  three  starring 
vehicles,  lead  the  vanguard  of  the  Warner 
lineup  for  1939-40.  Of  the  48  planned,  48 
already  are  set  and  will  be  divulged  to  the 
assembled  sales  force  at  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria Monday  when  the  two-day  conven- 
tion gets  under  way  with  Gradwell  Sears, 
sales  chief,  at  the  helm. 

Thirty-six  of  the  48  are  to  be  Class  A, 
and  24  of  this  division  will  be  “top  bracket” 
films.  The  remaining  12  of  the  total  are 
being  marketed  frankly  as  “B’s.” 

The  Vitaphone  lineup  of  short  subjects 
goes  to  the  sales  force  Tuesday,  but  it  is 
believed  essentially  unchanged  as  to  num- 
ber. 

The  first  in  the  new  lineup  is  “Life  of 
Beethoven,”  starring  Paul  Muni.  The  oth- 
ers are: 

“Sea  Hawk,”  by  Rafael  Sabatini,  starring 
Errol  Flynn  with  Olivia  de  Havilland. 

“The  Knight  and  the  Lady,”  based  on 
Maxwell  Anderson’s  play  dealing  with 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  co-starring  Bette  Da- 
vis and  Errol  Flynn. 

“All  This  and  Heaven  Too,”  Rachel 
Field’s  best  seller  starring  Bette  Davis, 
with  George  Brent  supporting. 

“The  Old  Maid,”  from  the  Edith  Whar- 
ton story,  co-starring  Bette  Davis  and 
Miriam  Hopkins  and  featuring  Humphrey 
Bogart. 

“Brother  Orchid,”  Richard  Cormell’s 
racketeering  story  starring  Edward  G.  Rob- 
inson. 

“The  Moon  and  Sixpence,”  by  Somerset 
Maugham,  starring  Edward  G.  Robinson. 

“Pour  Wives,”  a sequel  to  “Pour  Daugh- 
ters,” -with  Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola 


Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Claude  Rains,  May 
Robson,  Prank  McHugh  and  Dick  Foran. 

“20,000  Years  in  Sing  Sing,”  by  War- 
den Lewis  E.  Lawes,  starring  John  Gar- 
field with  Ann  Sheridan. 

“Life  of  Knute  Rockne,”  biography  of 
the  late  nationally  known  football  coach, 
no  cast  announced. 

“John  Dillinger,  Outlaw,”  no  cast  an- 
nounced. 

“Battle  of  City  Hall,”  with  the  “Dead 
End”  kids,  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie 
Thomas,  Jane  Wyman,  Ronald  Reagan, 
Ann  Sheridan. 

“Episode,”  a comedy  featunng  PrisciLa 
Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  and  others  to  be  des- 
ignated later. 

“On  Your  Toes,”  adapted  frcm  the  Rod- 
gers-Hart  musical  comedy,  starring  Zorina 
and  one  unannounced  co-star. 

“You  Can’t  Escape  Forever,”  from  lha 
Cosmopolitan  Magazine  story  by  Thelma 
Strabel. 

“And  It  All  Came  True,”  by  Louis  Brom- 
field  with  James  Stewart,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Humphrey  Bogart. 

“Dust  Be  My  Destiny,”  a novel  by  Jer- 
cme  Odium,  starring  John  Garfield. 

“Disraeli,”  starring  Claude  Rains. 

“The  Desert  Song,”  by  Otto  Harbach, 
Oscar  Hammerstein  II,  Prank  Mandel 
light  opera. 

“Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich,”  dealing  with  the 
creator  of  salvarsan,  starring  Edward  G. 
Robinson. 

“Adventures  of  Don  Juan,”  starring  Er- 
rol Flynn. 

“Eyes  of  the  Army,”  dealing  with  the 
army’s  flying  fortresses,  made  with  gov- 
ernment cooperation  and  designed  to  par- 
allel “Wings  of  the  Navy.” 

“We  Are  Not  Alone,”  from  the  novel  by 
James  Hilton. 

“Give  Me  a Child,”  dealing  with  the 
maternity  ward  in  a metropolitan  city  hos- 
pital, with  an  all-star,  but  un-named  cast. 

“Forgive  Us  Our  Trespasses,”  from  the 


Lloyd  C.  Douglas  best  seller,  starring  John 
Garfield. 

“Three  Cheers  for  the  Irish,”  with  Pat 
O’Brien  Ann  Sheridan,  Allen  Jenkins, 
Frank  McHugh  and  Fred  MacMurray,  who 
has  been  borrowed  from  Paramount  for  a 
featured  role. 

“Dead  End  Kids  at  College.” 

“Story  of  Paul  Jones,”  by  Clements  Rip- 
ley, starring  James  Cagney. 

“Burning  Daylight,”  by  Jack  London. 

“The  Bishop  Who  Walked  With  God,” 
by  Quentin  Reynolds  and  based  on  the 
life  of  Rev.  Martin  Niemoeller,  German 
minister  in  a Nazi  concentration  camp. 

“Career  Man,”  by  Warren  Duff,  dealing 
with  the  state  department,  with  Ann  Sher- 
idan and  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

“The  Tanks  Are  Coming,”  dealing  with 
horse  and  mechanized  cavalry. 

“The  World  Moves  On,”  by  Mark  HeU- 
inger,  starring  James  Cagney. 

Sequel,  as  yet  untitled,  to  “Brother  Rat,” 
with  the  same  cast. 

Pour  “Torchy  Blane”  features. 

Four  “Nancy  Drew”  features  with  Bo- 
nita Granville  and  Frankie  Thomas. 

Pour  secret  service  films  with  Ronald 
Reagan. 

By  arrangement  with  Columbia  Jean 
Arthur  is  slated  for  an  undesignated  War- 
ner film.  George  Raft  also  is  in  the 
starting  lineup.  Vehicles  are  undesignated. 

The  company  is  going  through  with 
plans  for  at  least  12  historical  subjects 
from  two  to  four  reels  each  to  supplement 
the  regular  Vitaphone  lineup. 

In  discussing  the  new  plans.  Jack  L. 
Warner,  vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction, states: 

“We  intend  to  continue  in  the  course 
we  have  followed,  blazing  new  trails  and 
refusing  to  be  terrorized  by  precedents. 
We  shall  continue  to  be  on  the  watch 
for  themes  and  stories  as  fresh  and  living 
as  page  one  at  your  breakfast  table  this 
(Continued  on  page  30) 
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This  observer  is  somewhat  mix- 
ed up.  And  with  substantial 
reason.  That  reason  has  a name 
which  is  Terry  Ramsaye.  In  order  to 
make  clear  why  the  contusion,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  double  back  on 
previously  covered  ground.  This  is 
the  double-back  conveniently  fur- 
nished by  the  editorial  page  of  "Mo- 
tion Picture  Herald"  for  February  18. 
In  part,  of  course,  but  the  significant 
part: 

"Pressures  toward  a change  in  the 
character  of  the  offerings  of  the  the- 
atre screen  are  many,  insistent,  often 
vociferous.  These  pressures  vary  in 
nature  from  the  extreme  duplicity  of 
disguised  revolutionary  propagandists 
to  the  honest  demand  for  a broader 
service  of  civilization  by  the  art — and 
all  degrees  between. 

"There  are  evidences  that  important 
developments  are  in  progress. 

"It  is  certain  that  before  long  the 
screen  will  be  dealing  with  new  ma- 
terials. 

"With  the  application  of  reasonable 
intelligence,  reasonable  precaution 
against  extravagant  swings  of  the 
pendulum  of  trend,  the  developments 
to  come  can  be  on  the  broad  overage 
constructive. 

"An  experimental  period  is  ahead. 
"This  is  proper,  inevitable.  In  this 
era  of  social  and  political  flux  it  is 
not  remotely  possible  for  the  motion 
picture  amusement  screen  to  remain 
static. 

"It  is  to  be  hoped,  desired,  that  this 
time,  in  the  business  of  going  some- 
where, the  institution  of  the  organized 
screen  shall  be  sufficiently  well  ad- 
vised and  discreet  not  to  go  over- 
board in  the  headlong  fashion  that 
has  made  so  much  of  its  history 
spectacular  . . . The  adventure  will 
involve  losses,  which  will  hove  to  be 
charged  to  development  expense.  The 
industry  is  used  to  that.  It  can  sur- 
vive most  anything  as  long  as  there 
is  a boxoffice." 

And  Now 

It  is  BOXOFFICE's  point  of  view, 
and  certainly  anything  but  a secret 
by  this  time,  that  motion  pictures 
can  heighten  their  dramatic — and 
their  entertainment  values — by  pay- 
ing some  attention  to  matters  cur- 
rent in  the  American  scene;  that  this 
is  well  within  comparatively  easy 
accomplishment  without  converting 
a medium,  founded  upon,  commit- 
ted to  and  dependent  upon  its  abil- 
ity to  entertain,  into  a machinery 
for  propaganda,  that  very  loosely- 
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applied  and  easily  bandied-about 
word.  Because  of  this,  this  publica- 
tion saw  in  the  "Herald's"  unex- 
pected about-face  an  ally  in  the 
conduct  of  a campaign  which  can 
use  all  of  the  allies  it  can  find.  Thus, 
BOXOFFICE  welcomed  the  "Herald" 
to  its  way  of  thinking. 

But,  indicating  one  never  knows 
or  perhaps  conclusions  are  drawn 
too  quickly  from  time  to  time,  along 
comes  Ramsaye  once  more,  this  time 
on  the  editorial  page  of  the  con- 
temporary publication  and  under 
date  of  March  4.  This  time,  he 
writes: 

"When  the  shouting  is  all  over  the 
answer  will  be  the  boxoffice  answer. 
The  motion  picture  industry  will  be 
fortunate  if  it  is  not  led  by  the  clamor- 
ing to  invesit  in  unprofitable  experi- 
mentation in  the  seeking  of  special 
significance  and  social  imports.  In 
the  large  that  is  not  so  likely  to  hap- 
pen and  obtain  for  any  important 
period,  but  meanwhile  damage  to  the 
amusement  status  of  the  institution  of 
the  motion  picture  and  many  of  its 
screens  can  be  incurred  even  by  the 
efforts  of  militant  minorities.  The 
course  of  motion  picture  history  is 
dotted  with  the  skulla  and  bones  of 
those  who  for  their  little  hour  were 
ready  to  sacrifice  the  larger  interests 
to  a transient  self-advantage." 

And  to  Come? 

This  is  turned  to  as  a sort  of 
springboard  from  which  bounces 
comment  on  a series  of  letters  from 
exhibitors  and  executives  alike  on 
"propaganda"  on  the  screen.  The 
published  opinion  is  preponderant- 
ly against  "controversy"  in  films. 
Two  exhibitors  disagree  with  the 
"Herald;"  one  banker  urges  caution 
against  too  "wide  departure  from 
orthodox  practices." 

Commenting  upon  the  symposium, 
Ramsaye  describes  it  as  "the  pre- 
ponderance of  a level-eyed  view," 
thereby  editorially  lining  up  with  the 
anti-"controversy"  forces  as  far  as 
they  are  reported  in  the  columns  of 
his  paper. 

"Level-eyed"  now.  A couple  of 
weeks  ago,  with  him  it  was  "an 
experimental  period  is  ahead."  He 
described  this  as  "proper,  inevit- 
able" and  he  added  that  "in  this 
era  of  social  and  political  flux  it  is 
not  remotely  possible  for  the  motion 

(Continued  on  page  32) 
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PARAMOUNT 


All  the  stars  come  out  at  “MIDNIGHT” 


Claudette  Colbert  and  Don  Ameche  in  “MIDNIGHT” 


Claudette  Colbert  and  John  Barrymore  in  “MIDNIGHT” 


Claudette  Colbert  and  Francis  Lederer  in  “MIDNIGHT” 


Now  is  the  time  to  book  “MIDNIGHT",  Paramount's 
springtime  triumph  of  love  and  laughter. 


JIMMIE  FIDLER 

in  Hollywood 


HOLLYWOOD,  March  1. — Settin’  Around  (Paramount)  : 
The  Abbott  Girls,  currently  cavorting  in  “Man  About  Town," 
are  the  most  interesting  group  of  youngsters  who  ever  occupied 
the  Hollywood  spotlight.  There  are  28  in  the  picture — each  one 
strikingly  beautiful  and  each  one  between  18  and  21  years  old. 


Most  critics  consider  them  the  ■ 
greatest  precision  dancers  in  the 
world,  and  any  producer  would  give 
his  favorite  yes-man  for  the  privi- 
lege of  signing  any  one  of  them. 
The  producers  haven’t  a chance,  for 
Merriel  Abbott,  their  mentor,  has 
taught  her  gilds  to  shy  away  from 
other  careers. 

All  the  girls  have  been  with  her 
since  childhood.  Many  of  them  were 
enrolled  in  her  Chicago  school  for 
the  correction  of  either  physical  or 
psychological  handicaps.  They  trust 
Miss  Abbott  as  implicitly  as  the 
nuns  in  a convent  trust  their  mother 
superior.  And  Miss  Abbott  has 
taught  them  that  the  greatest  of  all 
careers  is  a happy  marriage.  In  her 
opinion  that  means  marriage  to 
almost  any  man — excepting  a man 
in  “show  business!” 

During  their  Hollywood  stay, 
the  girls  are  allowed  no  dates  with 
“show  people."  As  long  as  they  are 
in  the  Abbott  school,  they  must  go 
on  all  dates  by  twos,  and  only  when 
chaperoned,  until  they  have  reached 
a certain  age.  Almost  without  ex- 
ception, they  marry  responsible 
business  men  when  they  leave  the 
school.  Most  of  them  marry  by  the 
time  they  are  24,  and  the  records 
of  those  graduates  who  have  mar- 
ried list  NO  DIVORCES. 

* # * 

CHATTER  ABOUT  PARA- 
MOUNT IDOLS : Claudette  Colbert 
just  dotes  on  fortune  tellers — but 
she  can  never  remember  what 
they’ve  told  her.  Look  alikes:  Kent 
Taylor,  now,  and  Ronald  Colman  15 
years  ago.  Ever  since  Bob  Burns 
worked  with  Irvin  S.  Cobb,  he  re- 
sents any  cracks  about  his  homely 
puss. 

You’re  going  to  be  humming 
“Snug  as  a Bug  in  a Rug”  as  soon 
as  you’ve  seen  “The  Gracie  Allen 
Murder  Case” — that  tune’s  as  con- 
tagious as  mumps.  Like  master  like 
man  item:  Jack  Benny’s  valet, 
“Rochester,”  has  hired  a valet  of 
his  own.  Jack  Mulhall,  Jr.,  is  a 
Paramount  praise-agent  and  doing 
nicely — his  Dad  wouldn’t  let  the  lad 
become  an  actor. 

if: 

Watched  the  filming  of  a cabaret 
scene  for" The  Magnificent  Fraud.” 
A hundred  “Latin-type”  extras  at 
the  tables,  orchids  in  hanging  bas- 
kets, red  peppers  festooning  the 


wall,  and  a long  bar  with  its  ranks 
of  odd-shaped  bottles.  Robert  Flo- 
rey, ready  for  a take,  addressed  the 
mob.  “Act  excited,  enthusiastic,” 
he  instructed.  “You’re  all  talking 
and  laughing.  You’re  all  a little 
drunk.  Build  this  one  up!” 

At  a table  just  inside  the  camera 
lines,  a hard-bitten  extra  fondled 
a bottle  labeled  Martel’s  Cordon 
Bleu.  He  poured  a drink,  tasted  the 
sugared  water  that  Hollywood  uses 
for  liquor,  and  set  his  glass  down 
with  an  involuntary  grimace.  "The 
land  of  make-believe!”  he  muttered, 
dejectedly, 

* 

On  the  “Man  About  Town”  set, 
they  were  filming  the  ultra-lavish 
harem  sequence.  Jack  Benny,  be- 
decked in  a cloth-of-gold  trimmed 
turban,  white  satin  robes  and  very 
tight  tights,  sat  enthroned  on  a 
jewelled  divan  while  the  Abbott 
Dancers,  flesh  gleaming  rosily 
through  their  filmy  costumes, 
whirled  and  swayed  through  their 
most  intoxicating  routine. 

An  actor’s  paradise,  it  seemed  to 
me,  and  I offered  Jack  my  congratu- 
lations. He  looked  at  me  gloomily. 
“What  do  you  mean,  ‘Lucky  Dog’?” 
he  muttered,  indicating  those  tights. 
“Can’t  you  imagine  what  Fred 
Allen’s  going  to  say  when  he  sees 
this!” 

* * 

In  “Magnificent  Fraud,”  Akim 
Tamiroff  wears  a make-up  that 
would  be  a credit  to  Karloff — false 
nose,  built-up  cheek-bones,  fitted 
wig  and  prop  teeth.  And  because 
the  facial  contours  resulting  from 
all  that  putty  constitute  a lighting 
problem,  his  stand-in  must  be  made 
up  exactly  like  him.  Thereby  hangs 
a story — with  C.  B.  De  Mille,  “the 
man  who  never  makes  a mistake,” 
as  the  goat. 

Today,  on  entering  the  studio 
cafe,  the  great  C.  B.  saw,  he 
thought,  Akim  sitting  alone.  He 
joined  him,  congratulated  him  on 
his  work  in  “Union  Pacific”  and 
insisted  on  paying  the  check.  As  he 
rose  from  the  table,  he  stared  again 
at  that  mask  of  makeup  and  said, 
“Marvelous!  You  don’t  look  a bit 
like  Tamiroff!”  “I’m  not,”  replied 
the  stand-in,  dryly,  “I’m  his  stand- 
in— and  lunching  with  you,  Mr.  De 
Mille,  has  been  an  unexpected 
treat!” 


Thank  you,  Jimmie  Fidler,  and  the  McNaught  Syndicate,  and  the 
New  York  Daily  Mirror  for  helping  us  write  this  week’s“Notes  to  You,” 

(Jimmie  Fidler’s  column  appears  in  more  than  150  important  \ 
key  cities,  and  reaches  millions  upon  millions  of  readers!  / 


UA  CLAIMS  ALL  FUTDRE  GOLDWYN  RELEASES; 
DELIVERY  'UNCERTAIN'  IS  PRODUCER'S  VIEW 


Company  Continues  Sale  Airline  Pressure  Via  State 
Controversy  Waxes  Dep't  Kills  Film  on  Crash 


New  York — Direct  aftermath  of  the  suit 
filed  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  against  UA 
charging  breach  of  contract  and  seeking 
reinstatement  of  his  previous  non-exclu- 
sive contract  is  a question  whether  the 
producer  will  deliver  to  the  distributor  any 
product  beyond  ''Wuthering  Heights” 
which  is  down  for  April  7 release. 

It  is  the  distributor’s  contention  that, 
under  his  contract,  Goldwyn  must  and, 
therefore,  will. 

It  is  the  producer’s  contention,  voiced 
through  James  A.  Mulvey,  his  eastern 
representative,  that  he  may  not,  although 
he  does  not  say  so  precisely. 

UA  says  the  Goldwyn  program,  formally 
designated  at  six  pictures  at  the  outset  of 
the  1938-39  season,  is  “being  sold”  and 
“contracts  are  being  accepted.”  The  com- 
pany maintains  some  deals  were  closed  by 
members  of  its  sales  force  as  far  back 
as  six  months  ago  and  others  are  being 
closed  constantly. 

This,  however,  is  what  Mulvey  says: 

“Our  contracts  with  exhibitors  on  these 
pictures  are  only  effective  if  they  (the 
pictui’es)  are  delivered  to  UA  by  Goldwyn. 
As  far  as  the  contracts  between  Goldwyn 
and  exhibitors  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
obligation.  It  exists  only  with  UA  as  dis- 
tributor.” 

Lists  Five  Goldwyns 

Asked  whether  there  is  any  tangible 
evidence  to  indicate  whether  Goldwyn  will 
deliver  beyond  “Wuthering  Heights,”  Mul- 
vey maintains,  “This  is  definitely  in  the 
air.  The  matter  of  delivery,  under  com- 
bined circumstances,  is  uncertain.” 

Officially  listed  in  UA’s  current  lineup 
are  these  from  Goldwyn: 

“The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  which  was 


Roosevelt  Sticks  to 
"Heights" 

New  York — A BOXOFFICE  reporter 
asked  James  Roosevelt,  vice-president 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  how  many 
of  the  producer's  remaining  five  of  his 
announced  1938-39  program  will  be  de- 
livered to  UA.  Replied  Roosevelt: 

” ’Wuthering  Heights'  will  be,  any- 
way/' 

To  the  query  his  response  perhaps 
suggested  the  others  might  not,  Roose- 
velt refused  to  be  drawn  out  beyond 
this: 

“I  prefer  not  to  discuss  that  right 
away." 


New  York  — Behind  the  decision  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn  to  abandon  plans  for 
“Thirteen  Go  Flying,”  based  on  the  re- 
cent crash  of  the  flying  boat.  Cavalier,  in 
the  New  York-Bermuda  run,  is  a chain 
of  events  leading,  from  Pan  American  Air- 
ways to  the  state  department  to  Will  H. 
Hays  and,  finally,  to  the  producer  him- 
self. 

John  O’Donnell  and  Doris  Fleason,  co- 
authors of  “Capitol  Stuff”  tell  the  inside 
in  the  Daily  News.  The  story  was  written 
before  the  decision  to  call  off  the  film, 
but  apparently  the  lowdown  stands  any- 
way. Here  it  is: 

“The  production  of  a Hollywood  movie 
which  arouses  objections  from  an  Ameri- 
can transportation  corporation  hardly 
comes  imder  the  head  of  foreign  affairs 
and,  therefore,  the  concern  of  the  state 
department. 

“But  important  gentlemen  in  the  state 
department — on  the  basis  of  personal 
friendship,  of  course — are  doing  their  best 
to  clamp  a censorship  on  the  Goldwyn  pic- 
ture. 

“The  real  story  behind  the  move  is  that 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  George  S. 
Messersmith  is  not  only  in  charge  of  state 
department  communications,  but  has 
many  good  friends  in  the  Pan  American 


delivered  and  released  November  17  last 
year. 

“Wuthering  Heights”  with  Merle  Oberon 
which  is  finished  and  awaits  release. 

“The  Daring  Age”  with  Jascha  Heifetz 
and  Sigrid  Gurie.  This  has  since  been 
retitled  “Restless  Age”  and  Margot  Steven- 
son has  replaced  Miss  Gurie. 

“The  Last  Frontier”  with  Gary  Cooper 
and  Andrea  Leeds.  This  is  now  “The  Real 
Glory.” 

“Beach  Boy”  with  Jon  Hall  and  Andrea 
Leeds. 

Goldwyn  is  seeking  to  abrogate  a con- 
tract entered  into  with  UA  dated  July  22, 
1936  to  run  for  ten  years  beginning  Sept. 
2,  1935  in  which  he  reserved  the  right  to 
produce  and  deliver  not  in  excess  of  six 
pictures  a year. 

The  voluminous  brief  filed  in  connection 
with  the  action,  reveals  that  Goldwyn, 
under  this  pact,  agreed  to  produce  pictures 
solely  for  distribution  through  UA,  and 
that  he  “will  not,  alone  or  jointly  with 
others,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or 
through  any  subsidiary  corporation,  or 
other  party,  or  in  association  with  any 
other  party,  or  by  any  means,  manner  or 
method  whatsoever,  produce,  direct  or  su- 
( Continued  on  page  31) 


organization,  including  his  old  desk-mate 
in  the  state  department,  Richard  South- 
gate. 

“Pan  American  officials,  now  in  the 
capital  for  the  christening  of  the  Yankee 
Clipper,  became  jittery  at  the  thought  of 
an  air  disaster  movie  on  the  eve  of  their 
transatlantic  flights. 

“Not  even  the  present  rush  of  capital  of- 
ficials to  accept  trial  flights  in  the  Clip- 
per convinced  them  that  air  disaster 
scenarios  would  not  do  definite  harm.  This, 
in  the  face  of  the  revelation  that  only  25 
regrets  were  received  from  the  900  invi- 
tations to  take  trial  flights  which  have 
been  distributed  to  Washington  big  shots. 

“Two  years  ago,  when  Pan  American 
launched  a Martin  passenger  craft  for  the 
Pacific  flights,  200  of  the  600  invited 
guests  declined  with  thanks. 

“Hence  the  approach  to  Messersmith  to 
use  his  good  office  to  the  end  that  the 
Will  Hays  organization  would  put  the  cen- 
sorship pressure  on  Goldwyn.  Also  in  the 
background  is  the  fact  that  Pan  American 
and  the  state  department  are  now  get- 
ting along  on  much  better  terms  with  Im- 
perial Airways  on  reciprocal  transatlantic 
flying  rights  since  the  Americans  obtained 
the  rights  from  France  to  land  planes  in 
the  Azores.  Moreover,  Imperial  has  been 
chastened  by  the  Cavalier  disaster.  The 
story  here  is  that  Imperial  privately 
pleaded  with  Pan  American  to  do  its  best 
with  powers  that  be  to  censor  the  film, 
which  was  based  directly  on  the  Cavalier 
misfortune. 

“As  a foreign  corporation,  it  would  have 
been  perfectly  proper  for  Imperial  Airways 
to  ask  the  state  department  to  pass  along 
its  complaint  to  the  American  picture  cor- 
poration. This  was  done  in  the  White 
Star-Cunard  complaint  against  the  picture, 
‘Titanic.’  This  method  of  approach  was 
followed  when  the  British  government  ask- 
ed Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Kennedy  to  re- 
lay its  censorship  request  to  the  Ameri- 
can newsreel  outfit  (Ed. — Paramount) 
which  made  films  of  British  speakers  op- 
posing the  Chamberlain  negotiations  at 
Munich  during  the  Czechoslovak  crisis. 

“The  files  of  the  state  department  are 
piling  up  a respectable  collection  of 
pleas  for  censorship  from  foreign  govern- 
ments, corporations  and  individuals.  But 
more  effective  than  the  state  department 
— to  Will  Hays — to  producer  route,  how- 
ever, is  the  direct  threat  of  boycott  by 
the  offended  government  relayed  directly 
to  the  film  company — as  France  relayed 
her  threat  to  the  producers  of  ‘Devil’s 
Island.’ 
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DRin  TOWARD  REMAKES  GROWS  ON  COAST; 
MOVE  CATCfflNG  HOLD  ON  ALL  MAJOR  LOTS 


9 Such  Productions  Now 
Are  Underway;  Metro 
Leads  With  Three 


By  IVAN  SPEAR 

Hollywood — At  the  present  moment, 
more  re-makes  of  earlier  film  successes 
are  before  the  cameras  at  various  studios 
than  in  any  one  time  in  the  industry’s 
history,  with  no  less  than  five  major  lots 
currently  shooting  on  a total  of  nine  ve- 
hicles revised  from  previously-made  hits. 

In  the  vanguard  is  M-G-M,  which  this 
week  launched  “Within  the  Law”  and 
“Penthouse,”  both  made  as  early  talkies, 
and  where  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  is  nearing 
completion.  “Huckleberry  Finn,”  just  pre- 
viewed, is  slated  for  early  release.  All  had 
been  produced  at  least  once  before. 

Universal  has  finished  “The  Spirit  of 
Culver,”  a re-make  of  “Brown  of  Culver,” 
and  is  also  through  with  “Risky  Busi- 
ness,” produced  once  before  as  “Okay, 
America.”  20th  Century-Fox  just  sent 
“The  Hound  of  the  BaskerviUes”  into  the 
cutting  room,  while  “The  Gorilla,”  once 
made  as  a Lon  Chaney  melodrama,  has 
been  converted  to  comedy  and  is  on  the 
sound  stages  as  a Ritz  Brothers  starrer. 
Already  in  release  for  a few  weeks  is  “The 
Three  Musketeers,”  a streamlined  musical 
version  of  the  Alexandre  Dumas  story. 
Warner  has  “The  Roaring  Road,”  a new 
version  of  “The  Crowd  Roars,”  auto  rac- 
ing story,  before  the  cameras,  and  Para- 
momit  is  filming  “Beau  Geste,”  one  of  the 
last  of  the  silents. 

A Growing  Trend 

Present  indications  are  that  the  trend 
toward  reviving  past  successes  will  increase, 
rather  than  abate,  with  most  studios 
either  definitely  announcing  or  favorably 
considering  the  re-making  of  a score  or 
more  of  pictures. 

Warner  has  announced  eight  so  far,  in- 
cluding ‘"Phe  Poor  Nut,”  “The  Sea  Hawk,” 
“The  Desert  Song,”  “Outward  Bound,” 
“One-Way  Passage,”  “Tlie  Drug  King,”  a 
revise  of  “The  Match  King,”  and  “Dis- 
raeli,” with  Claude  Rains  in  the  stellar 
role.  Metro  has  “New  Moon,”  “He  Who 
Gets  Slapped,”  “Our  Modem  Daughters” 
and,  possibly,  “Good  News.”  RKO  Radio 
recently  purchased  rights  to  “The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame,”  from  Metro,  which 
in  turn  acquired  the  property  from  Uni- 
versal; and  also  intends  to  re-make  “Bill 
of  Divorcement.”  Paramount  lists  “The 
Cat  and  the  Canary,”  “Casey  Jones,”  “Un- 
derworld” and  “The  Light  That  Failed.” 
Universal  has  “The  House  of  Fear,” 
“Broadway”  and  is  giving  serious  consid- 
eration to  a modernized  version  of  “Tlie 
Phantom  of  the  Opera,”  one  of  Lon  Cha- 
ney’s greatest  hits.  Up  for  cogitation  at 
Columbia  are  “It  Happened  One  Night” 
and  “Broadway  Bill,”  both  record-break- 


RKO May  Remake 
"The  Dove" 

Hollywood — Originally  produced  un- 
der its  stage  name,  “The  Dove,”  in  1928 
by  UA  and  later  re-filmed  by  RKO  as 
“The  Girl  From  Rio,"  the  latter  studio 
is  again  contemplating  the  vehicle  for 
1939-40. 

Warner  has  in  mind  “Cyrano  de  Ber- 
gerac," the  famous  Rostand  play, 
which  was  made  abroad  and  imported 
in  1925  by  Atlas. 


ing  Frank  Capra  productions  in  their 
time.  D.  A.  Doran,  former  Columbia  story 
editor,  is  planning  “Variety,”  originally 
starring  Emil  Jennings  and  Lya  de  Putti. 
Samuel  Goldwyn’s  schedule  includes 
“Graustark”  and  a tentative  plan  to  re- 
film “Arrowsmith.”  Producer  Edward  Small 
recently  purchased  “The  Front  Page”  from 
Howard  Hughes  and  added  it  to  his  1939- 
40  schedule. 


Allied  Asks  "Evidence" 

Of  Chain  Oppression 

(Continued  from  page  4) 

any  such  step  is  later  determined,  the 
succeeding  step  calls  for  notification  to 
each  branch  manager  that  the  decision  of 
his  company  in  setting  clearance  or  other 
so-called  restrictive  measures  on  the  in- 
dependent is  similar  to  the  impost  insisted 
upon  by  the  other  distributors.  He  sug- 
gests registered  mail  with  a return  re- 
ceipt to  make  certain  the  exchange  actu- 
ally gets  the  communication  or  by  the 
passage  of  a resolution  by  the  Allied  unit 
along  these  lines.  The  point  here  ties  in 
with  the  Dallas  case  wherein  Myers  points 
out  the  court  recognized  the  local  exhibi- 
tor association  had  lodged  protest  with 
Interstate  while  there  was  not  in  evidence 
proof  to  show  it  had  similarly  lodged  pro- 
test with  the  distributors.  If  the  latter 
step  had  been  undertaken,  Myers  asserts 
there  then  would  have  been  no  question 
but  that  each  distributor  had  complete 
knowledge  of  what  its  brother  distribu- 
tor had  been  up  to,  thereby  obviously  sug- 
gesting conspiratorial  action. 

Lloyd  Lind  Is  Due  Back 
From  Monogram  Tour 

New  York — Lloyd  L.  Lind,  assistant  to 
George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  general 
sales  manager,  is  due  back  in  a few  days 
from  a visit  of  the  company’s  offices  in 
the  middle  west.  His  stops  included  Kan- 
sas City,  Omaha,  Des  Moines,  Chicago  and 
Cleveland. 


Many  Produce  'Repeaters' 
Where  Stars  Reappear 
In  Earlier  Hit  Roles 


Hollywood — Precedental  in  the  armals 
of  film  production,  and  indicative  of  the 
fervor  with  which  studio  moguls  are  em- 
bracing the  trend  toward  re-making  hits 
of  past  yeai’s,  is  the  large  number  of  pic- 
tures announced  for  early  production  at 
various  plants  which,  while  not  re-makes 
in  actuality,  bear  a close  relationship  be- 
cause they  revive  characters  who  made 
themselves  famous  through  their  deeds  in 
one,  or  at  most  two,  pictures  turned  out 
previously. 

As  an  example,  20th  Century-Fox  is 
currently  filming  “The  Return  of  the 
Cisco  Kid,”  with  Warner  Baxter  repeat- 
ing the  role  of  the  devil-may-care  Latin 
bandit  who  first  appeared  in  “In  Old  Ari- 
zona” and  “Romance  of  the  Rio  Grande.” 
'The  same  studio’s  “Jesse  James,”  now  in 
release,  brings  to  the  screen  again  the 
deeds  of  the  outlaw  whose  life  has  fur- 
nished inspiration  for  a number  of  out- 
door films,  made  by  various  companies, 
in  the  past. 

Producer  Harry  Sherman  has  announced 
one  of  his  pictures  for  Paramount  during 
1939-40  will  be  a filmization  of  the  ex- 
ploits of  Buffalo  Bill,  likewise  a favorite 
character  for  action  pictures  almost  since 
the  advent  of  film  entertainment. 

Warner  Has  Three 

Warner  has  no  less  than  three  on  sched- 
ule. “The  Parade  Is  Over”  will  present  the 
same  characters  who  appeared  in  “Broth- 
er Rat”  for  the  1938-39  program.  “Sir 
Robin  of  Locksley”  will  have  Errol  Flynn 
swashbuckling  again  as  Robin  Hood,  with 
Olivia  de  Havilland  repeating  as  Maid 
Marian.  “The  Return  of  Dr.  X”  will  con- 
tinue the  macabre  diversions  of  that  in- 
famous surgeon,  whose  career  was  first 
recorded  on  film  in  the  early  days  of 
talking  pictures. 

In  preparation  under  the  title  “The 
Gentleman  From  Montana,”  Columbia 
lists  a vehicle  which  will  bring  back  to 
the  screen  one  of  its  most  popular  char- 
acters— Mr.  Deeds  of  “Mr.  Deeds  Goes 
to  Town”  fame. 

Paramount  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce “Lives  of  a Texas  Ranger”  as  a 
semi-sequel  to  “The  Texas  Rangers,”  with 
Fred  MacMurray  tentatively  slated  to  re- 
peat in  the  gun-totin’  role  he  created  in 
the  original  version  two  years  ago. 

Metro  will  bring  another  popular  screen- 
fiction  hero  back  into  prominence  with 
“Nick  Carter  Returns.” 

New  additions  to  the  list  of  genuine  re- 
makes, as  announced  during  the  past  few 
days,  include; 

“The  Light  of  Western  Stars,”  to  be 
(Continued  on  page  31) 
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Carole  James 

LOMBARD  STEWART 


Made  for  Each  Other 


Produced  by  DAVID  O.  SELZNICK 

Directed  ^I’yjohn  Cromwell  • Screen  play  by  Jo  Swerling 
Presented  by  Selznick  International 


RELEASED  THRU  UNITED  ARTISTS 


ade  For 


^ach  Other 


W.  G.VAN  SCHMUS,  MANAGING  DIRECTOR  OF  RADIO  CITY 
MUSIC  HALL,  where  300,000  people  saw  David  O.  Selznick’s  great  hit 
during  its  two  week  hold-over  engagement.  “Will  be  among  the  best 
pictures  of  1939”,  prophesied  the  Evening  Post.  “A  sure-fire  hit”  said 
the  Evening  Sun. 


J.  VON  HERBERG,  LIBERTY  THEATRE,  SEATTLE.  One  of  the 
northwest’s  outstanding  showmen  whose  inspired  handling  of  a fine 
picture  has  insured  it  a FOURTH  WEEK  HOLD-OVER. 

^ 

. V.  DINERMAN,  First  Prize  Exploitation  Winner  in  Motion  Pictures’ 
Greatest  Year,  who  put  his  best  showmanship  into  a superlative 
campaign  that  sent  “Made  For  Each  Other”  into  the  top  brackets  at 
the  ALBEE,  CINCINNATI. 


SIDNEY  MEYERS,  eminent  showman  of  the  South  whose  astute 
management  of  the  world  premiere  at  the  LINCOLN  THEATRE, 
MIAMI  BEACH,  created  a new  season’s  high  and  resulted  in  a 
move-over  to  the  MIAMI  and  the  MAYFAIR  for  a continuous  first  run. 


RALPH  BRANTON  whose  excellent  work  in  giving  “Made  For  Each 
Other”  the  strong,  direct -to -the -public  selling  it  merits,  skyrocketed 
the  gross  to  150  percent  of  average  in  both  OMAHA  and  DES  MOINES. 


EVERY  SHOWMAN  who  knows  it  pays  to  put  added 
effort  behind  a picture  that  prospers  on  word-of-mouth 
commendation  and  sends  every  patron  out  of  the  theatre 
singing  its  praises.  (It  paid  in  BRIDGEPORT,  HARTFORD, 
NEW  HAVEN  and  PROVIDENCE  where  “Made  For  Each 
Other’’  is  one  of  the  few  top  pictures  of  recent  years  to  earn 
a HOLD-OVER!) 


46  of  Warner's  48 
Already  Are  Set 

(Continued  from  page  15) 
morning.  For  we  believe  the  screen  has 
grown  up.” 

The  studio  is  represented  by  Jack  L. 
Warner,  vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. Hal  B.  Wallis,  associate  execu- 
tive in  charge  of  production,  had  planned 
to  come  with  Warner  but  was  held  at  the 
studio  by  the  crush  of  eight  to  ten  pictures 
in  work. 

The  home  office  group  includes  Albert 
Warner,  vice-president  of  the  company; 
S.  Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity;  Carl  Leserman,  assistant 
general  sales  manager;  Joseph  Bernhard, 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
Warner  theatres;  Sam  E.  Morris,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribu- 
tion; Joseph  Hummel,  general  foreign 
sales  manager;  Jacob  Wilk,  story  editor; 
Norman  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  sales  mana- 
ger; Sam  Sax,  production  executive  in 
charge  of  Vitaphone  shorts  at  Brooklyn; 
Roy  Haines,  eastern  and  Canadian  sales 
manager;  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  and 
southern  sales  manager;  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  in  charge  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity in  the  East;  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  su- 
pervisor of  exchanges;  Arthur  Sachson, 
head  of  the  playdate  department;  H.  M. 
Doherty,  auditor  of  exchanges;  Stanley 
Hatch,  advertising  accessories  sales  mana- 
ger, and  I.  F.  Dolid,  who  is  assistant  to 
Moray. 

District  managers  include  Ed  Schnitzer, 
in  charge  of  the  east  with  headquarters  in 
New  York;  Robert  Smeltzer,  in  charge  of 
the  central  area  with  headquarters  in 
Washington;  Rud  Lohrenz,  in  charge  of 
the  midwest  with  headquarters  in  Chi- 
cago; Fred  M.  Jack,  who  handles  the 
south  out  of  Dallas;  W.  E.  Callaway,  west 
coast  manager  out  of  Los  Angeles,  and 
Wolfe  Cohen,  in  charge  of  Canada  out  of 
Toronto. 

From  the  field: 

Albany — Paul  S.  Kiiunenacker. 

Atlanta — R.  L.  McCoy. 

Boston — N.  J.  Ayers. 

Buffalo — Charles  J.  Rich. 

Charlotte — John  A.  Bachman. 

Chicago — T.  R.  Gilliam. 

Cincinnati — A.  Shmitken. 

Cleveland — H.  A.  Ochs. 

Dallas — Doak  Roberts. 

Denver — E.  A.  Bell. 

Des  Moines — A.  W.  Anderson. 

Detroit — ^Fred  E.  North. 

Indianapolis — Fred  Greenberg. 

Kansas  City — William  Warner. 

Los  Angeles — N.  H.  Brower. 

Memphis — W.  O.  Williamson  jr. 

Milwaukee — R.  T.  Smith. 

Minneapolis — C.  K.  Olson. 

New  Haven — John  Pavone. 

New  Orleans — Luke  Conner. 

New  York — Harry  Decker,  also  handles 
Brooklyn. 

New  Jersey — Harry  Hummell. 

Oklahoma  City — J.  O.  Rohde. 

Omaha — Sid  Rose. 

Philadelphia — W.  C.  Mansell. 

Pittsburgh — Harry  Seed. 


"Old  Maid"  May 
Be  Starter 

New  York — Warner  probably  will 
launch  the  new  season  with  ’The  Old 
Maid,"  starring  Bette  Davis  and  Miriam 
Hopkins  with  Humphrey  Bogart.  While 
not  set,  the  company  contemplates  co- 
starring  James  Cagney  with  Zorina  in 
"On  Your  Toes."  Now  plotted  for  Lon- 
don production  is  "We  Are  Not  Alone." 
Analysis  of  the  lineup  reveals  no  par- 
ticular swing  toward  color,  Warner 
executives  feeling  this  cannot  bolster 
product  otherwise  lacking  in  quality. 


Portland,  Ore. — V.  Stewart. 

St.  Louis — Hall  Walsh. 

Salt  Lake  City — WiUiam  F.  Gordon. 

San  Francisco — Henry  Herbel. 

Seattle — William  Shartin. 

Washington — ^F.  W.  Beiersdorf. 

The  Canadian  contingent  is  composed  of : 
Calgary — L.  Geller. 

Montreal — M.  J.  laman. 

St.  John — L.  McKenzie. 

Toronto — Joseph  Plottel. 

Vancouver — I.  Coval. 

Winnipeg — G.  A.  Simmons. 


Herbel  Back  to  Warner 
Chicago  District  Helm 
Chicago — Windy  City  friends  of  Henry 
Herbel  learn  the  former  local  manager 
for  Universal  returns  here  after  the  War- 
ner sales  convention  in  New  York  as  a 
district  manager  in  charge  of  Chicago, 
Indianapolis,  Milwaukee  and  Minneapolis. 
He  is  at  present  branch  manager  in  San 
Francisco. 


25  Per  Cent  Increase  in 
Warner  Sears  Drive 

New  York — With  two-thirds  of  the  16- 
week  Sears  drive  gone,  the  company  reports 
an  increase  of  25  per  cent  in  collections  and 
billings  over  the  same  period  last  year. 
The  force  expects  to  exceed  last  year’s 


To  the  right  and  active  in  the  conven- 
tion  will  be  Carl  Leserman,  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager;  Roy  Haines,  who  han- 
dles the  east  and  Canada;  Ben  Kalmenson, 
in  charge  of  the  south  and  the  west; 
Below  Norman  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  sales 
manager,  and  Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern 
head  of  advertising  and  publicity. 


No  Cessation  in 
WB  Production 

Hollywood — With  42  out  of  52  features 
for  the  1938-39  production -distribution  sea- 
son now  completed,  there  is  no  cessation  of 
film-making  activity  at  the  Warner  Bur- 
bank plant,  which  this  week  sees  an  ad- 
ditional eight  films  in  work  and  five  more 
— three  of  them  probably  to  be  carried 
over  to  the  1939-40  schedule — listed  to 
start  within  the  month. 

Now  on  the  sound  stages  in  various 
phases  of  production  are  “Hell’s  Kitchen,” 
starring  the  Dead  End  Kids;  “Nancy  Drew, 
Trouble  Shooter,”  second  of  the  series, 
featuring  Bonita  Granville;  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy,”  with  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son; “Family  Reunion,”  a sequel  to  “Four 
Daughters;”  “Each  Dawn  I Die,”  co-star- 
ring James  Cagney  and  George  Raft; 
“Gantry  the  Great;”  “Waterfront,”*^  and 
“The  Battle  of  City  Hall.” 

These  were  to  be  augmented  this  week 
by  “The  Old  Maid,”  newest  Bette  Davis 
starrer,  and  “Enemy  Agent,”  with  Mar- 
garet Lindsay  and  Boris  Karloff.  Three 
more  hit  the  cameras  March  16 — “Student 
Nurse,”  “And  It  All  Came  True”  and 
“Brother  Orchid,”  the  latter  starring  Ed- 
ward G.  Robinson.  March  21  will  see  “We 
Are  Not  Alone,”  with  Paul  Muni,  rolling; 
while  “The  Knight  and  the  Lady”  is  ten- 
tatively set  to  be  gunned  March  26  as  a 
starring  vehicle  for  Errol  Flynn. 

Completed  in  recent  weeks  are  such 
vehicles  as  “Juarez,”  co-starring  Paul  Muni 
and  Bette  Davis,  with  no  release  date 
set;  “The  Oklahoma  Kid,”  slated  for  na- 
tional release  March  11;  “The  Roaring 
Crowd,”  with  Pat  O’Brien  and  John  Payne, 
and  “Hero  for  a Day,”  featuring  Harry 
Davenport  and  Jane  Bryan. 


drive,  aided  by  new  releases  that  are  head- 
ed by  “Tlie  Oklahoma  Kid”  with  James 
Cagney  and  “Dodge  City”  with  Errol  Flynn 
and  Olivia  de  Havdland. 
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Debenture  Credit  Claims  Goldwyn  List;  Delivery 
For  Retirement  ''Uncertain,  ” Says  Producer 


New  York — The  New  York  Trust  Co., 
Guaranty  Trust  of  New  York  and  the 
Continental  Illinois  National  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.  of  Chicago,  have  joined  hands 
in  extending  to  Warner  a bank  credit 
agreement  totaling  $6,000,000  to  be  used 
solely  for  the  purchase  of  retirement  of  the 
company’s  maturing  optional  six  per  cent 
convertible  debenture  issue  which  falls  due 
in  September. 

The  loan  which  will  be  dipped  into  only 
as  the  necessity  for  gathering  in  the  de- 
bentm'es  asserts  itself,  is  secured  and  ma- 
tures in  varying  amounts  of  six  months 
beginning  April  1,  1940  and  ending  April 
1,  1944  if  the  maximum  is  borrowed. 
“Therefore,”  the  company  points  out  in  a 
letter  to  holders  of  the  debentures,  “the 
greater  number  deposited  the  less  neces- 
sity there  will  be  for  the  company  to  avail 
itself  of  the  maximum  amount  of  the  bank 
credits.” 

Ties  in  With  “Exchange  Plan” 

All  of  this  ties  in  with  the  “plan  of  ex- 
change” revealed  by  the  company  on  July 
25,  1938.  Its  current  status  shows  $19,- 
266,000  principal  amount  debentures  have 
been  deposited  and  certificates  of  deposit, 
of  course,  issued  for  them.  The  company 
also  has  purchased  $471,000  principal 
amount  of  certificates  of  deposit  which  are 
to  be  used  for  sinking  fund  purposes  for 
the  proposed  new  debenture  issue.  This 
was  done  in  the  open  market. 

Since  September  1,  1938,  Warner,  also 
in  open  market,  has  purchased  $3,102,000 
in  principal  amount  debentures  of  which 
$1,700,000  have  been  retired  while  the  re- 
maining $1,402,000,  now  in  the  treasury, 
will  be  retired  in  due  course.  After  allow- 
ing for  these  purchases,  outstanding  there 
remains  a total  of  $25,827,000  principal 
amount  of  certificates  of  deposit  and  de- 
bentures. 

The  company  estimates  its  earnings  for 
the  quarter  ending  February  25,  1939  to  be 
in  excess  of  the  same  quarter  in  the 
previous  fiscal  year  when  the  net  was  $1,- 
139,018  after  aU  charges  other  than  pro- 
vision for  federal  surtaxes  on  undistributed 
profits. 

On  February  25,  Boxoffice  reported 
New  York  financial  circles  were  crediting 
reports  Warner  was  arranging  bank  loans 
to  retire  the  undeposited  portion  of  the 
debenture  issue. 

Many  Stars  Reappearing 
In  Early  Hit  Roles 

(Continued  from  page  27) 
filmed  by  Harry  Sherman,  who  made  the 
silent  version  for  Paramoimt  release; 
“Burning  Daylight,”  a Jack  London  story, 
and  “20,000,000  Years  in  Sing  Sing,”  to 
be  made  by  Warner;  and  “The  Brothers 
Karamazov,”  which  Eugene  Frenke  will 
produce  as  an  Anna  Sten  starrer.  This  is 
the  film  once  made  in  Europe,  with  Miss 
Sten  as  its  star.  Arthur  Sheekman  is  on 
the  script. 


(Continued  from  page  18) 
pervise  the  production  of  feature  pictures, 
or  become  interested,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  any  photoplays  other  than  those 
to  be  produced  and  delivered”  pursuant  to 
the  agreement. 

The  “Silverstone  Plan,”  embracing  dis- 
tribution terms  and  bonus  refunds  on  an 
annual  played  and  earned  basis,  is  retro- 
active to  Jan.  1,  1938,  and  ends  Dec.  31, 
1940,  the  brief  reveals.  Goldwyn  is  the 
only  producer-partner  opposed  to  the  plan, 
particularly  as  it  incorporates  provisions 
for  a new  corporation  about  to  be  formed 
by  Douglas  Fairbanks,  as  well  as  a new 
corporation  about  to  be  formed  by  Korda. 

The  plan  sets  up  American  distribution 
charges  of  25  per  cent  on  pictures  grossing 
up  to  $750,000.  Bonus  refunds  are  pro- 
vided as  follows:  Two  per  cent  on  pictures 
grossing  from  $750,000  to  $1,000,000;  three 
per  cent  from  $1,000,000  to  $1,250,000; 
five  per  cent  from  $1,250,000  to  $1,500,000, 
seven  and  one  half  per  cent  from  $1,500,- 
000  to  $1,750,000,  and  ten  per  cent  on  re- 
turns over  that  amount. 

British  distribution  charges  are  25  per 
cent  on  pictures  grossing  up  to  $300,000, 
with  bonus  refunds  calculated  as  follows: 
Two  per  cent  from  $300,000  to  $400,000; 
three  per  cent  from  $400,000  to  $500,000; 
five  per  cent  from  $500,000  to  $600,000; 
seven  and  one  half  per  cent  from  $600,000 
to  $700,000,  and  ten  per  cent  on  all  over 
$700,000. 

The  plan  applies  to  all  pictures  delivered 
to  UA  by  any  producer  entitled  to  share 
in  the  refunds  for  the  period  terminating 
Dec.  31,  1940,  even  though  a part  of  the 
distribution  of  producer-partners’  films 
continue  after  the  plan’s  expiration  date. 

Additional  Refund  Provided 

An  additional  refund  arrangement  is 
provided  based  on  the  aggregate  returns  of 
any  one  producer’s  entire  seasonal  output. 
The  annual  “played  and  earned”  schedule 
for  combined  grosses  in  America  is  two 
per  cent  on  pictures  bringing  in  from 
$2,000,000  to  $3,000,000;  three  per  cent 
from  $3,000,000  to  $4,000,000;  five  per  cent 
from  $4,000,000  to  $5,000,000;  seven  and 
one  half  per  cent  from  $5,000,000  to  $6,- 
000,000,  and  ten  per  cent  on  all  over 
$6,000,000. 

The  refund  for  combined  grosses  in 
England  is  two  per  cent  from  $800,000  to 
$1,200,000;  three  per  cent  from  $1,200,000 
to  $1,600,000;  five  per  cent  from  $1,600,- 
000  to  $2,000,000;  seven  and  one  half  per 
cent  from  $2,000,000  to  $2,400,000,  and  ten 
per  cent  on  all  grosses  over  $2,400,000. 

Further,  there  is  an  “overriding  refund 
based  on  annual  world  played  and  earned.” 
This  provides  a two  per  cent  refund  on 
world  returns  from  $8,000,000  to  $9,000,- 
000;  three  per  cent  from  $9,000,000  to 
$10,000,000,  and  five  per  cent  on  all 
grosses  over  $10,000,000. 

The  plan  provides  a ceiling  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  annual  profits  of  the  company 
in  the  event  amounts  payable  to  producers 
“exceed  50  per  cent  of  the  net  annual 
profits  that  year  of  the  corporation.” 

The  foregoing  plan,  which  was  offered 


in  the  form  of  a resolution  at  an  adjourned 
annual  stockholders’  meeting  in  Hollywood 
on  January  16,  as  well  as  two  other  reso- 
lutions, one  involving  the  formation  of  a 
new  company  by  Alexander  Korda,  and 
one  involving  formation  of  a new  com- 
pany by  Douglas  Fairbanks,  were  opposed 
by  Goldwyn,  who,  in  each  instance,  was 
overruled  by  a vote  of  four  to  one,  the 
complaint  reveals. 

Goldwyn  opposed  each  of  the  proposed 
resolutions  on  the  ground  they  would 
“constitute  a substantial  breach”  by  UA 
of  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
Goldwyn  and  UA,  dated  July  22,  1926,  un- 
der which,  among  other  stipulations,  UA 
agreed  that  “no  amendment  will  be  made 
or  permitted  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  distribution  contracts  . . . nor  will  the 
distributor  waive  the  strict  performance 
and  obsei’vance  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
said  contract,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  or 
of  said  guarantees,  without  in  each  in- 
stance first  obtaining  the  express  written 
consent  of  second  parties.” 

Opposition  Made  Known 

Goldwyn’s  opposition  to  the  three  reso- 
lutions proposed  on  the  coast  was  made 
known  at  a meeting  of  the  board  here  on 
February  13  by  James  Roosevelt,  vice- 
president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.  At  the 
meeting  were  Charles  Schwartz,  Emanuel 
Silverstone,  Dennis  F.  O’Brien  and  Paul 
D.  O’Brien,  constituting  all  UA  directors. 

Specifically,  Roosevelt  said:  “On  behalf 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn  and  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
Inc.,  I protest  against  any  such  action 
and  request  this  corporation  and  its  of- 
ficers and  directors  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  or  proper  to  prevent  any 
such  action  or  any  other  action  inconsis- 
tent with  the  requirements  of  strict  per- 
formance and  observance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  distribution  agreement  entered  into 
Sept.  2,  1935,  between  London  Film  Prod., 
Ltd.,  Alexander  Korda  and  United  Artists 
Corp.,  and  the  distribution  agreement 
dated  July  22,  1936,  between  the  Elton 
Corp.  (of  which  Fairbanks  is  the  prin- 
cipal stockholder)  and  United  Artists.” 

Goldwyn  alleges  Korda,  since  Jan.  14, 
1938,  violated  his  contract  with  UA,  in 
that  he  and  London  Films  have  “become 
associated  with  others  and  interested  in 
an  English  corporation  known  as  Omnia 
Films,  Ltd.,  wliich  has  been  . . . and  now  is, 
engaged  in  the  distribution  of  feature  mo- 
tion pictui'es,  more  particularly  in  certain 
foreign  territories.  Goldwyn  further  al- 
leges that  since  Aug.  15,  1938,  Korda  and 
London  Films  have,  in  violation  of  con- 
tracts with  UA,  become  associated  in  an 
English  corporation  known  as  Harefield 
Prod.,  Ltd.,  “which  has  been  . . . and  now 
is,  engaged  in  the  production  and/or  dis- 
tribution of  feature  motion  picture  photo- 
plays, which  . . . have  not  and  will  not  be 
produced  for  or  delivered  to  the  defend- 
ant.” 

Goldwyn  charges  UA,  “despite  such 
knowledge,”  has  “wholly  failed,  neglected 
and  refused  to  take  any  steps  to  compel” 
Korda  and  London  Films  to  cease  from 
violating  terms  of  its  contracts. 
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Report  Shows  Loew 
Officers'  Incomes 

Washington — One  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  employes  of  Loew’s  whose  annual 
salary  for  1938  was  above  $20,000,  re- 
ceived an  aggregate  of  $17,762,683,  ac- 
cording to  a SEC  report  covering  the 
fiscal  year  ended  August  31,  1938. 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  and  di- 
rector, received  $351,042;  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
managing  director  of  production,  received 
$893,300,  and  J.  Robert  Rubin,  vice-presi- 
dent and  director,  $493,230.  These  are  the 
individuals  “receiving  one  of  three  high- 
est aggregate  amounts  of  remuneration.” 

Aggregate  remuneration  of  12  directors 
came  to  $1,421,662,  this  being  apart  from 
the  three  previously  named. 

Eleven  officei’S,  other  than  directors,  re- 
ceived a total  of  $771,401.  This  group,  as 
well  as  that  immediately  preceding,  in- 
cludes employes  of  Marcus  Loew  Booking 
Agency. 

There  were  exactly  172  employes  who 
received  upwards  of  $20,000,  the  aggre- 
gate coming  to  $13,832,046.  This  group 
included  “studio  executives,  producers,  su- 
pervisors and  directors  of  motion  pictures, 
actors,  actresses,  writers,  cameramen, 
general  sales  managers,  divisional  sales 
managers  and  other  studio,  production, 
distribution  and  exhibition  personnel.” 

Under  the  SEC  provision  reading: 
“State  the  name  of,  and  amount  received 
by,  each  person  who  received  bonuses  or 
shares  in  profits  of  $30,000,  or  more,  from 
registrant  or  its  wholly  owned  subsidi- 
aries, during  the  fiscal  year,”  is  the  fol- 
lowing, “on  an  accrual  basis”: 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  $220,755;  David 
Bernstein,  $132,453;  Arthur  Loew,  $79,- 
161;  Louis  B.  Mayer,  $763,300;  J.  Robert 
Rubin  $388,851;  estate  of  Irving  Thal- 
berg,  $288,038.  These  returns,  however, 
are  included  in  the  aggregate  remunera- 
tion of  these  men,  as  listed  earlier. 

In  still  another  provision  requiring  “the 
aggregate  remuneration  paid  by  the  regis- 
trant, directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  per- 
sons, other  than  a director,  officer  or  em- 
ploye, whose  aggregate  remuneration  from 
registrant,  in  all  capacities,  exceeded  $20,- 
000  during  the  fiscal  year,”  the  report 
lists : 

Miller,  Donaldson  & Co.,  accounts,  $29,- 
709;  William  Morris  Agency,  booking 
agents,  $43,622;  Central  Casting  Corp., 
$26,755,  and  Ciaude  Beelman,  architect, 
$23,500. 

A footnote  to  this  provision  reads: 

“The  registrant  does  not  regard  as  with- 
in the  scope  of  this  item  11  payments 
made  by  it  to  trade  associations.” 


20th-Fox  Meet  Advanced 
To  Avoid  Holidays 

New  York — To  avoid  conflict  with  the 
forthcoming  Jewish  holidays,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox has  moved  forward  its  annual 
sales  convention  to  March  30-AprLl  1 in- 
stead of  April  3-5  as  scheduled.  The  city, 
Chicago,  and  the  hotel,  the  Congress,  re- 
main the  same. 


(Continued  from  page  16) 

picture  amusement  screen  to  remain 
static." 

So? 

But  Is  It? 

M-G-M's  purpose  in  giving  Max- 
well House  an  additional  13  weeks 
to  July  1 was  to  permit  its  radio 
sponsor  to  arrange  for  another  show. 
When  A.  F.  Myers  heard  about  it 
he  wrote  William  F.  Rodgers  to  ask 
"whether  its  latest  announcement 
did  not  really  amount  to  an  exten- 
sion of  its  time  on  the  air."  There- 
after, Rodgers  explained  the  added 
period.  And,  thereafter,  in  one  of 
his  bulletins  to  Allied  members, 
Myers  remarks: 

"In  a spirit  of  good  clean  fun  we 
point  out  that  Mr.  Rodgers'  letter- 
head carries,  at  the  bottom,  the  fol- 
lowing inscription,  'No  agreement 
or  order  will  be  binding  on  this  cor- 
poration unless  in  writing  and  sign- 
ed by  an  officer.'  We  hope  we  will 
not  be  asked  on  July  1 to  cheer 
Metro  for  announcing  that  the  pro- 
gram will  be  withdrawn  next  year." 

Of  them  all,  indications  are  M-G-M 
tried  the  hardest  to  stay  away  from 
radio.  It  was  only  when  a one-man 
campaign,  inaugurated  by  Nick 
Schenck  about  a year  and  a half 
ago  to  halt  the  headlong  rush  then 
developing,  failed  that  Metro  quite 
reluctantly  succumbed.  This  is  an 
authenticated,  inside  story  already 
published  in  BOXOFFICE  prior  to 
the  writing  and  mailing  of  Myers' 
bulletin.  It  may  be  "in  good  clean 
fun,"  that  poke  of  his  at  Rodgers. 
But  when  did  Allied's  messages  to 
its  members — and  to  the  trade  press 
— begin  to  go  in  for  comedy  relief? 

Bingo! 

On  films  and  radio,  "Advertising 
Age"  remarks,  editorially: 

“It  is  difficult  not  to  sympathize  with 
the  troubles  of  the  film  industry  and 
no  doubt  the  theatre  managers  have 
a real  argument  against  featuring 
movie  stars  in  radio.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  loss  of 
business  at  the  boxoffice  is  due  di- 
rectly to  this  factor.  Some  stars,  like 
Bing  Crosby,  are  convinced  that  their 
radio  reputations  help  their  pictures 
as  much  as  their  film  activities  boost 
interest  in  their  broadcasts. 

"The  real  problem  involved  is  not 
narrowed  to  the  use  of  the  personal!- 


ties  whose  voices  are  heard  from  radio 
loud  speakers  as  well  as  in  theatres 
. . . The  fact  that  the  same  personali- 
ties appear  in  both  productions  [radio 
and  films]  is  less  important  than  the 
limitation  of  time. 

“The  problem  of  the  movies  will 
not  be  solved  by  taking  film  stars 
out  of  radio,  but  by  producing  pic- 
tures so  good  that  the  public  will 
see  them  in  preference  to  listening  to 
the  radio.  It  is  when  mediocre  pic- 
tures compete  with  topnotch  radio 
fare  that  the  competitive  situation  be- 
comes evident." 

Well  said! 

Skouras  Stormed 

Behind  the  decision  to  pull  Tyrone 
Power  off  the  air  and  to  buy  up 
those  eight  broadcasts  which  Alice 
Faye  was  contractually  committed 
to  make  is  the  front  on  the  film- 
radio  situation  maintained  by  Spyros 
Skouras  on  his  last  coast  trip.  It  is 
probably  not  correct  to  conclude 
the  Zanuck  decision  was  made  en- 
tirely because  of  Spyros'  arguments, 
assembled  out  of  his  experience  in 
running  the  wide-flung  National 
Theatres  chain.  But,  as  the  inside 
pieces  itself  together,  it  appears 
quite  definitely  that  Skouras  is  more 
directly  responsible  than  any  other 
individual  or  factor.  What  he  thinks 
about  giving  away  starring  talent 
on  the  air  for  nothing  when  the  pub- 
lic has  to  buy  the  same  personality 
becomes  immediately  obvious,  of 
course. 

He  Simply  Forgot 

The  perennial  hero,  economy,  was 
riding  high.  "We  must  cut,"  told  a 
studio  executive  to  his  assistant  in 
charge  of  the  dollar  brigade.  Passed 
a couple  of  weeks  and  the  studio 
executive  was  out  swinging  an  axe. 
"Last  week,  expenses  rose  $2,800 
around  here.  I won't  have  it.  Who's 
responsible?" 

The  assistant,  "But,  Mr.  So-and-So, 
you  overlook  the  fact  that  $2,600  of 
it  went  for  expenses  of  your  last 
trip." 

April's  Near — 

That  tired  executive — the  one  who 
has  been  doing  a knockout  job — is 
sneaking  up  on  his  deadline  rapidly 
now.  Not  only  is  he  tired,  but  he 
wants  a new,  and  better,  deal. 

No  new  and  better  deal?  Then  he 
takes  a stroll  for  himself. 

Forecast?  He'll  get  what  he  wants. 
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This  Award  is  given  each 
month  to  the  film  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes 
by  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Screen  Council,  whose 
selection  is  governed  by  out- 
standing merit  and  suitabil- 
ity of  the  film  to  whole-fam- 
ily entertainment.  Members 
of  the  Council  include  over 
200  motion  picture  editors  of 
leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  country,  motion  pic- 
ture reviewing  committee  of 
the  International  Federation 
of  Catholic  Alumnae,  and 
state  motion  picture  chair- 
men of  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Women’s  Clubs. 


"Gunga  Din"  Takes  Boxoffice 
February  Blue  Ribbon  Award 

RKO  Radio's  screen  epic,  "GUNGA  DIN,"  adapted  from  one  of 
Rudyard  Kipling's  most  famous  Barrack  Room  Ballads  poems,  has 
been  selected  by  the  National  Screen  Council  as  the  outstanding 
film  released  in  February,  and  winner  of  the  BOXOFFICE  Blue  Rib- 
bon Award  for  that  month. 

George  Stevens  produced  and  directed  "Gunga  Din."  The 
starring  roles  are  played  by  Cary  Grant,  Victor  McLaglen  and 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr. 

The  scene  of  the  story  is  Northwest  India  in  the  1890's,  where 
three  British  soldiers  and  a native  water  carrier,  Gunga  Din,  battle 
tribal  fanatics,  knoAvn  as  the  Thugs,  who  had  massacred  a British 
patrol,  in  a revival  of  their  ancient  religious  rites.  The  four  en- 
counter many  harrowing  adventures  in  their  efforts  to  crush  the 
revolt,  and  are  captured  by  the  Thugs,  but  through  a bit  of  strategy 
hold  the  leader  as  hostage.  When  the  enemy  hears  British  troops 
coming,  they  try  to  ambush  them,  but  Gunga  Din  escapes,  and, 
though  mortally  wounded,  blows  a bugle  to  save  the  British  troops 
from  the  surprise  attack.  The  Thug  hordes  are  routed  in  a fierce 
battle,  and  homage  is  paid  to  the  lowly  water  carrier  who  had 
given  his  life  to  save  the  British. 


Cast  of  Characters 


Cutter Cary  Grant 

MacChesney Victor  McLaglen 

BaZZaiiime.. Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

Gunga  Din Sam  Jaffe 

Guru,  Thug  Chief 

Eduardo  Ciannelli 


Emmy Joan  Fontaine 

Colonel  Weed Montagu  Love 

Higginbotham Robert  Coote 

Chota Abner  Biberman 

Major  Mitchell Lumsden  Hare 


Production  Staff 


Executive  Producer 

Pandro  S.  Berman 

Producer-Director 

George  Stevens 

Screenplay Joel  Sayre 

and  Fred  Guiol 

Original  story Ben  Hecht  and 

Charles  MacArthur 

Music Alfred  Newman 

Photography 

John  H.  August.  ASC 

Special  Effects 

Vernon  L.  Walker,  ASC 

Art  Director Van  Nest  Polglase 


Art  Associate Perry  Ferguson 

Set  Decorations 

Darrell  Silvera 

Goivns  by Edward  Stevenson 

Recorded  by. ...John  E.  Tribby  and 
James  Stewart 

Fihn  Editors Henry  Berman 

and  John  Lockert 
Assistant  Directors. . Row hRV  Killy 
and  Dewey  Starkey 
Technical  Advisors 

....Sir  Robert  Erskine  Holland, 
Captain  Clive  Morgan  and 
Sergeant-Major  William  Briers 


"PYGMALION"  PYRAMIDS  GROSSES  FOR  WEEK 


BOSTON 

Fenway — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) ; Persons 

in  Hiding:  (Para)  75 

Memorial — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox)  120 

Metropolitan — Beachcomber  (Para);  Boy 

Trouble  (Para)  85 

Orpheum^ — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M);  My  Son 

Is  a Criminal  (Col),  2n(i  wk 70 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  70 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  50 

CHARLOTTE 

Broadway — Girls’  School  (Col),  1st  half 100 

Broadway — Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  half  700 

Carolina — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M)  100 

State — Western  Jamboree  (Rep),  1st  half 110 

State — Flight  to  Fame  (Col),  2nd  half 100 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  held  4th  wk 90 

Chicago — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M),  stage 

show SO 

Garrick — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  2nd  loop 

wk *0 

Oriental — Gambling  Ship  (Rep);  The  Lone 

Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col),  plus  stage  show 80 

Palace — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  plus  stage  show, 

4th  wk 05 

Roosevelt — Stagecoach  (UA),  held  2nd  wk 95 

State-Lake — The  Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M),  plus 

stage  show  '^5 

United  Artists — Let  Freedom  King  (M-G-M) ...  75 
World  Playhouse — Edge  of  the  World  (Pax), 
held  2nd  wk 100 

CINCINNATI 

Albee — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA),  held 130 

Capitol — Huckleberr.v  Finn  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk...l20 

Grand — Honolulu  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 

Keith’s — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M) 120 

Lyric — Gunga  Din  (RKO).  2nd  wk..  held 130 

Palace — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) 100 

Shubert — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  3rd  wk 120 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 105 

City — Mamele  (SR) 90 

Hippodrome — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 100 

Palace — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  ; 

stage:  Crazy  Show  105 

State — Topijer  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 80 

Stillman — Pygmalion  (M-G-M).  3rd  wk 95 

DALLAS 

Capitol--!  -Am  the  Law  (Col).  1st  half 95 

Capitol — Professor  Beware  (Para),  2nd  half.  . 90 
Majestic — There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col); 

Major  Bowes  World  Fair  Revue 190 

Melba — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 85 

Palace — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  150 

Tower-Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 140 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA),  after 

wk.  at  the  Denver  170 

Broadway — Honolulu  (M-G-M);  Bum  ’Em  Up 
O’Connor  (M-G-M),  after  a wk.  at  the 

Orpheum  705 

Denham — Cafe  Society  (Para)  105 

Denver — Stagecoach  (UA)  180 

Orpheum — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M); 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  ....145 

Paramount — Off  the  Record  (WB);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox)  120 

Rialto — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ),  after  a 
wk.  at  the  Paramount;  Homicide  Bureau 
(Col)  110 


DETROIT 

Adams — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  after  2 wks.  at 

Fox;  Next  Time  I IVIarry  (RKO) 130 

Cinema — Gigli  (SR);  Life  Dances  On  (SR), 

2nd  wk 05 

Fox — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox). 

plus  stage  show  105 

Michigan — AVings  of  the  Navy  (WB);  Nancy 

Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  100 

Palms  State — The  Beachcomber  (Para) 120 

United  Artists — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M) ...  105 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Texas  Stampede  (Col);  I Am  a 

Criminal  (Mono),  1st  halt  85 

Alamo — In  Early  .Arizona  (Col),  2nd  half 75 

Circle — Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep),  plus 

stage  show  700 

Cozy — Dark  Rapture  (Univ)  90 

Indiana — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  90 

Loew’s — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  100 

Lyric — Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (WB),  plus 

stage  show  125 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 

Pygmalion — Pittsburgh  (2nd 

wk)  175 

Three  Musketeers — Detroit 165 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(dual) — New  Haven 160 

Stagecoach — Oklahoma  City  ........155 

Honolulu — Dallas  150 

Huckleberry  Finn — New  Or- 
leans   150 

Made  for  Each  Other — Phila- 
delphia   ...150 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal — 

New  Orleans  150 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter 

(dual) — New  Haven 150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 

Grand  Illusion,  25th  wk.,  New  York. 
Pj8:inalion,  12th  wk.,  New  York;  9th  wk., 
Los  Angeles;  4th  wk.,  Chicago;  3rd  wk., 
Cincinnati.  Cleveland. 

A Man  to  Remember,  7th  wk..  Minne- 

apolis. 

Gunga  Din,  4th  wk..  New  Orleans;  3rd 
wk.,  Kansas  City.  Salt  Lake  City. 

Jesse  James,  4th  wk.,  Seattle;  3rd  wk.. 
New  Orleans,  Philadelphia. 

Honolulu,  3rd  w^k.,  Cincinnati. 

Made  for  Eaeh  Other,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 


KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  100 

Midland — Honolulu  (M-G-M) ; Lone  Wolf 

Spy  Hunt  (Col)  125 

Newman — The  Beachcomber  (Para)  130 

Orpheum — Gunga  Din  (RKO).  3rd  wk 90 

Tower^ — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox). 

plus  stage  show  lOO 

Uptown — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  80 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA);  Pardon 

Oiir  Nerve  (20th-Fox)  100 

Downtown — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) ; 

Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 100 

Four  Star~Pygrmalion  (M-G-M).  9th  wk 100 

Hillstreet — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO); 

Let  Us  Live  (Col)  100 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para);  Maxine 

Sullivan  on  stage  110 

Stale — Same  as  Chinese  100 

MILWAUKEE 

Little  Theatre — Monastery  (SR),  2nd  wk 80 

Palace — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  135 

Riverside — Gambling  Ship  (Univ),  plus 

stage  show  90 

Strand — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M) ; Smiling 

.Along  (20th-Fox)  75 

Warner — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  2nd  wk 75 

Wisconsin — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox);  Mr.  Moto’s 

Last  Warning  (20th-Fox)  100 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Ambush  (Para) ; Secrets  of  a 

Nurse  (Univ)  90 

Century — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 80 

Gopher — Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  90 

Orpheum — Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) SO 

State — The  Young  in  Heart  (UA) 100 

Time — I Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany  (SR) . . 60 
World — A Man  to  Remember  (RKO),  7th  wk...l00 

NEW  HAVEN 

College — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) ; Strange 

Case  of  Dr.  Meatle  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 

Loew-Poli — Pygmalion  (M-G-M);  My  Son  Is 

a Criminal  (Col),  (7%  days) 135 

Paramount — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ);  The  Mysterious  Rider  (Para) 160 

Roger  Sherman — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter 

(FN) ; Nancy  Drew,  Rei>orter  (FN) 150 


NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  95 

Globe — Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  100 

Liberty — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  4th  wk 100 

Orpheum — Y>s,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN)...100 
Regent — Straight,  Place  and  Show  (20th-Fox).  90 
Saenger — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB)....150 
State — Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  150 

Tudor — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  wk 100 

NEW  YORK 

Astor — Pj'gmalion  (M-G-M),  12th  wk 110 

Capitol — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  8 days 90 

Criterion — Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  120 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para),  plus 

stage  show  140 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Made  for  Each  Other 

(UA),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show 100 

Rivoli — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  65 

Roxy — Wife,  Husband  and  I’riend  (20th- 

Fox),  plus  stage  show  105 

Strand — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN), 

plus  stage  show  125 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion— Hiicklel>erry  Finn  (M-G-M)  90 

Liberty — Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO);  Mr. 

Moto’s  Izast  Warning  (20th-Fox),  3 days....  80 
Liberty^ — Ambush  (Para);  Gambling  Ship 

(Univ),  4 days  100 

Midwest — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  105 

Plaza — Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M),  moveover 

from  Criterion  75 

State — Stagecoach  (UA)  155 

Tower — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  moveover  from 

Midwest  110 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col); 

Let  Us  Live  (Col)  125 

Omaha — Trade  Winds  (UA);  The  Girl 

Downstairs  (M-G-M)  130 

Orpheum — The  Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) : 

Jan  Garber  and  his  Orchestra  headlining 
stage  show  240 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Stagecoach  (UA)  120 

Boyd — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 120 

Earle — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  3rd  run 110 

Fox — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox),  plus  Artie  Shaw’s 

orchestra  200 

Karlton — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 150 

Keith’.s — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 95 

Palace — Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  130 

Stanley — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M)  100 

Stanton — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  130 

PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) 70 

Barry— Down  the  Stretch  (WB),  reissue; 

Man  With  100  Faces  (GB)  110 

Fulton — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 65 

Penn — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB)  85 

Senator — The  Tiady  Vanishes  (GB)  125 

Stanley — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para);  Tommy 

Dorsey  stage  show  100 

Warner — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  2nd  d.  t.  wk...l75 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M); 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  100 

Mayfair — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) ; The 

Last  AVarning  (Univ),  2nd  wk 125 

Orpheum^ — The  Beachcomber  (Para);  Boy 

Trouble  (Para),  2nd  wk 90 

Paramount— Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox);  Arizona 

AVildcat  (20th-Fox)  100 

United  Artists — Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) ; 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — I.,et  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M) 115 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 105 

Studio — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  3rd  wk 105 

Utah — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox); 

AA^oman  Doctor  (Rep)  100 

Victory — Artists  and  Models  Abroad  (Para) ; 

I'banks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 100 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Jesse  James  (20th-Fox),  4th  wk. . 90 
Fifth  Avenue — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M); 

Dranmtic  School  (M-G-M)  100 

Liberty — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA),  3rd  wk. ..  80 
Orpheum — AATngs  of  the  Navy  (WB);  King 

of  the  Underworld  (WB)  90 

Palomar — Dark  Sands  (Rep) ; Forged 

Passport  (Rep),  plus  stage  show 80 

Paramount — Gunga  Din  (RKO);  Inside 

Story  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 110 


34 


BOXOFFICE  March  11,  1939 


D.  S.  TOLD  TO  BE  MORE  SPECIHC  ON  TRUST 
CHARGES;  MAJORS  SEE  ACTION  'SMOKED  OUT' 


Grant  Somewhat  Over  Half 
Of  Defense's  Demands 
For  Particulars 

New  York — Majors’  attorneys,  defend- 
ing the  government  suit,  are  not  engag- 
ing in  any  chest-beating  over  the  opinion 
of  Federal  Judge  William  O.  Bondy,  which 
calls  upon  the  department  of  justice  to  be 
more  specific  in  its  claims.  Instead  of 
shouting  “victory,”  the  lawyers  are  satis- 
fied they  have  succeeded  in  “smoking  out” 
the  government’s  case. 

The  general  demands  made  by  defense 
attorneys  are  granted  in  a little  more  than 
50  per  cent  of  159  specific  items.  The 
same  percentage  applies  in  the  separate 
motions  for  particulars  made  by  Colum- 
bia and  UA.  In  the  latter  instance,  how- 
ever, the  court  ordered  UA  to  submit  to 
an  examination  before  trial.  First, 
though,  the  department  must  serve  notice 
on  UA,  and  its  attorneys  have  the  right 
to  move  to  limit  the  examination.  UA’s 
motion  to  strike  out  portions  of  the  com- 
plaint is  denied. 

Exactness  in  Charges 

Shorn  of  its  technical  terminology,  the 
defense  demands  mean  the  government 
must; 

State  when  defendants  began  to  in- 
dulge in  the  wrongdoings  they  are  charged 
with;  i.  e.,  clarify  “for  many  years  last 
past.” 

Inform  each  of  the  individual  defend- 
ants of  the  specific  charges  made  against 
them.  The  petition  lumps  them  together. 

Say  whether  it  claims  defendants  inte- 
grated operations,  to  exclusion  of  inde- 
pendent producers,  for  monopolization  of 
de  luxe  accounts  as  a result  of  collusive 
agreements.  If  the  answer  is  in  the  af- 
firmative, information  must  be  granted 
in  respect  to  times,  places  and  names  of 
persons  involved. 

Define  ambiguous  terms,  such  as  “finer 
quality  pictures,”  preferred  runs,  first  run 
markets,  etc. 

State  the  names  of  theatres  and  their 
locations  which  the  government  says  are 
first-run,  metropolitan  operations,  and 
whether  petitioner  claims  defendants  en- 
tered into  any  agreement  to  exclude  prod- 
uct of  all  other  producers  from  these  first 
runs. 

State  whether  the  government  claims 
defendants  have  entered  into  any  agree- 
ment or  understanding  to  execute  “in- 
numerable agreements,  contracts  and  un- 
derstandings either  in  the  form  of  long 
term  franchises  or  by  contracts  of  shorter 
duration.” 

Tell  where,  when  and  by  which  of  the 
producer-exhibitor  defendants  coercive  or 
distress  methods  were  employed  in  acquir- 
ing interests  in  independent  theatres,  or 
where  these  defendants  compelled  indepen- 


Expect Gov't  Data 
Sans  Delay 

New  York — Major  attorneys  say  the 
government  can  take  as  long  as  it 
wishes  in  respect  to  supplying  the  in- 
formation ordered  by  the  court.  Al-' 
though  this  is  technically  correct,  the 
department  has  indicated  it  will  file 
the  required  particulars  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  This  is  in  line  with 
its  declared  position  of  desiring  early 
trial. 


dent  operators  to  dispose  of  their  holdings 
to  major  circuits.  The  coercive  “method” 
must  also  be  disclosed. 

State  the  manner  in  which  producer-ex- 
hibitor defendants  have  acted  in  combina- 
tion to  acquire  an  independent  monopoly 
of  the  market  for  the  first  run  exhibition 
of  pictures,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  each 
such  alleged  monopoly,  the  manner  in 
which  it  is,  or  was  made,  effective  and 
the  period  of  time  during  which  it  existed. 

State  whether  it  is  claimed  that  the 
alleged  action  of  defendants  in  placing 
under  contract  most  of  the  valuable  stars, 
featured  players  and  other  production 
personnel  was  as  a result  of  any  contract, 
agreement  or  .understanding,  and  each 
instance  where  these  allegations  took 
place  during  the  same  period  of  time. 

Name  and  describe  each  trade  practice 
which  is  claimed  to  be  part  of  the  “series 
of  harsh,  onerous,  and  unfair  trade  prac- 
tices” tending  to  restrain  and  obstruct  in- 
terstate commerce,  as  well  as  the  name  of 
each  defendant  presently  so  engaged  and 
the  period  of  time  during  which  each  de- 
fendant is  claimed  to  have  been  so  en- 
gaged. 

Must  Describe  “Favors” 

State  whether  the  government  claims 
defendants  impose  or  have  imposed  such 
trade  practices  upon  independent  exhibi- 
tors only  in  situations  where  the  latter 
are  in  competition  with  affiliated  the- 
atres, or  whether  it  is  claimed  defendants 
impose  said  trade  practices  against  inde- 
pendent operators  whether  or  not  they 
are  in  competition  with  an  affiliated  the- 
atre. 

Name  and  describe  each  of  the  benefits, 
favors  or  advantages  which  defendants 
are  claimed  to  extend  to  each  other,  and 
which  are  claimed  to  have  the  effect  of 
consolidating  in  the  defendants  alleged 
control  of  production  or  exhibition  in 
interstate  trade. 

In  this  connection,  name  each  defend- 
ant claimed  to  have  extended  such  bene- 
fits, as  well  as  the  defendants  to  whom 
such  benefits  have  been  extended.  Also, 
whether  such  benefits  are  extended  only 
in  situations  where  affiliated  theatres  are 
in  competition  with  independent  houses, 
or  if  defendants  extend  such  benefits  to 


Government  Must  Identify 
Exhibitors  Who  Claim 
Bias  on  Rentals 

affiliated  houses  whether  or  not  they  are 
in  competition  with  independent  theatres. 

State  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  con- 
trol of  a theatre  by  a “major  producer  or 
distributor”  which  the  government  claims 
determines  that  such  theatre  or  exhibitor 
operating  said  theatre  is  “affiliated.” 

Furnish  the  names  and  locations  by 
states  of  all  cities  in  the  United  States 
which  are  claimed  to  be  “key  cities.” 

What  is  meant  by  the  phrase  “domi- 
nated and  controlled.” 

State  whether  the  government  claims 
the  gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of 
feature  films  released  by  majors  during 
the  years  1916  to  1936,  inclusive,  was  the 
result  of  any  contract,  agreement  or  un- 
derstanding. Also,  whether  said  decrease 
is  claimed  to  have  been  a part  of  attempts 
to  monopolize  or  conspire,  as  charged. 

State  the  respects  in  which  franchises 
and  agreements  in  the  licensing  of  pic- 
tures are  claimed  to  be  “selective  in  char- 
acter,” in  respect  to  excluding  “smaller 
independents”  from  bidding  for  pictures. 

Names  to  UA 

In  most  respects,  UA  is  granted  similar 
particulars.  These  depart  mostly  where 
specific  demands  were  made  for  informa- 
tion where  the  government  linked  the 
company  with  other  defendants,  although 
UA  claims  it  neither  owns  nor  operates 
theatres. 

However,  UA  is  granted  its  demand  for 
the  name  of  each  independent  exhibitor 
who  allegedly  has  been  compelled  to  li- 
cense its  pictures  on  percentage,  and  a 
description  of  each  act  of  compulsion. 

Also  the  government  must  identify  each 
independent  exhibitor  who  is  claimed  to 
have  paid  “four  or  five  times”  as  much  in 
film  rentals  as  compared  with  that  paid 
by  affiliated  circuits. 

Judge  Bondy  has  directed  defendants  to 
serve  their  answers  within  20  days  after 
service  by  the  government  of  its  bill  of 
particulars.  The  court  held:  “If  the  peti- 
tioner is  unable  at  this  time  to  furnish 
the  particulars  which  it  is  directed  to  give, 
it  shall  so  state,  and  shall  furnish  the 
further  particulars  when  it  obtains  the 
necessary  information,  but  in  no  event 
later  than  30  days  before  the  trial  of  this 
action.” 

Miami  Edison  Owners  Not 
Party  to  Trust  Suit 

Miami — Denial  that  they  have  contem- 
plated joint  action  with  independent  Miami 
and  Miami  Beach  exhibitors  against  Wo- 
metco  circuit.  Paramount  and  other  ma- 
jors is  issued  by  John  Cunningham  and 
Edward  Hollander,  owners  of  the  Edison 
Theatre. 
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Roar  Over  Games  Elimination 
Takes  on  Zephyr-Like  Force 


Rental  Problem  in 
Leasing  New  One 


By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 

New  York — What  started  out  as  a roar 
to  eliminate  cash  games  throughout  the 
area,  has  subsided  to  considerably  less  than 
a March  wind. 

Here  and  there  efforts  have  been  made 
to  curtail  or  completely  vitiate  the  prac- 
tice. Meetings  were  held  by  the  ITOA, 
to  which  License  Commissioner  Moss  was 
invited.  The  ITOA  also  sent  out  ques- 
tionnaires inviting  individual  theatre 
owner  reaction  to  games.  Smweys  were 
made  in  other  cities  where  games  were 
at  one  time  prevalent,  but  abandoned,  for 
the  later  affect  on  boxoffices. 

Jewel  Case  Gets  In 

Somewhere  along  the  line  the  Jewel 
case  was  projected  into  the  picture.  Moss, 
during  his  talk  at  the  ITOA  meeting,  had 
said  he  would  revoke  the  Jewel’s  license 
if  the  courts  upheld  the  lottery  charge 
against  the  management.  Talk  and  ac- 
tion about  games  slowed  down,  the  rea- 
son being  it  was  desirable  to  see  what 
precedent  the  Jewel  case  would  afford.  In 
other  words,  the  Jewel  case  was  being 
made  a “guinea  pig.” 

And  now,  it  looks  as  though  the  action 
will  probably  rest  quietly  on  the  court 
calendar  until  fall.  Because  Judge  Mor- 
ris Koenig  was  impressed  with  the  plead- 
ings of  Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  the 
Jewel  management,  (which  is  Max  A. 
Cohen)  he  removed  the  case  from  special 
sessions  to  general  sessions,  where  a jury, 
instead  of  a three-judge  court,  will  decide 
the  issues, 

Kosch  pointed  out  in  his  briefs  the  case 
should  be  determined  by  public  opinion, 
otherwise  “a  jury  drawn  of  varied  cir- 
cumstances engaged  in  various  occupa- 
tions, in  close  touch  with  the  current 
public  feeling,” 

Complicated! 

Now,  before  this  can  happen,  even  here, 
a new  complaint  must  first  be  submitted 
to  a grand  jury.  And  the  grand  jury  must 
indict  before  the  defendants  are  put  to 
trial.  The  legal  processes  that  embrace 
these  moves  are  slow  and  cumbersome. 
And  grand  juries  have  a knack  of  always 
being  cluttered  up  with  matters  more  in 
the  public  interest  than  cash  prizes  at 
theatres,  which  even  grand  jury  members, 
or  their  wives,  have  partaken  of. 

Moss  has  publicly  stated  he  is  using  the 
Jewel  case  as  a test,  and  if  there  is  a 
conviction,  a drive  will  be  started  against 
every  theatre  playing  games. 

Maybe  that’s  why  the  roar  has  subsided. 

"Moonlight  Sonata"  Into 
Warner  N,  Y,  Circuit 

New  York  — “Moonlight  Sonata”  has 
been  booked  for  all  upstate  situations  of 
the  Warner  circuit,  under  a deal  com- 
pleted by  Max  Friedman  of  the  chain’s  Al- 
bany office,  and  the  entire  Sparks  circuit 
in  Florida,  through  a deal  signed  by 
Frank  Rogers. 


Small  "Time"  1938  Piolit; 
Amount  Not  Disclosed 

New  York  — “The  March  of  Time” 
showed  a smaU  profit  in  1938,  but  the  net 
is  not  disclosed  in  the  annual  report  of 
Time,  Inc.,  which  controls  the  reel.  In 
a footnote  Henry  R.  Luce,  president  of  the 
parent  company,  says: 

“For  internal  operating  reasons,  the  ac- 
counting basis  for  ‘March  of  Time’  di- 
vision was  changed  as  of  Jan.  1,  1938. 
Under  the  present  system  the  entire  cost 
of  production  and  the  estimated  cost  of 
distribution  for  each  picture  is  charged 
to  expense  when  the  issue  is  released  and 
the  estimated  income,  based  on  contracts 
on  the  books  and  other  statistics,  is  taken 
into  income.  Adjustment  in  the  consoli- 
dated income  account  as  a result  of  this 
change  is  negligible.” 

Time  made  an  operating  profit  of  $1,- 
790,000  before  income  taxes.  Life  had  an 
operating  loss  of  $749,000.  The  parent 
company,  however,  ended  with  a net  of 
$1,129,000. 


Consolidated  Meet  23rd 
Names  Four  Directors 

New  York — The  annual  meeting  of 
stockholders  of  Consolidated  Film  Indus- 
tries, Inc.,  will  be  held  March  23  when 
four  directors,  each  to  serve  three  years, 
will  be  elected.  The  company  is  mailing 
proxies  to  be  voted  for  the  re-election  of 
the  following  members  of  the  board;  Ed- 
ward C.  Dearstyne,  Herbert  J.  Yates  jr., 
Joseph  L.  Aller  and  Richard  W.  Altschuler. 

Consolidated’s  net  for  1938  is  $616,697 
after  depreciation,  charges  and  taxes.  This 
is  equivalent  to  $1.54  a share  on  400,000 
no-par  shares  of  $2  cumulative  participat- 
ing preferred  on  which  dividend  arrears 
total  $2,800,000.  The  net  compares  with 
$605,755,  or  $1.51  earnings  on  the  pre- 
ferred. in  1937.  Net  sales  and  royalties 
last  year  were  $8,799,875  as  against  $9,- 
635,961  in  1937.  Total  assets  run  to  $11,- 
452,532. 


Says  No  Ban  on 
Trade  Parleys 

New  York — Allied  stands  “ready  at 
any  time  to  negotiate  with  those  in 
authority  regarding  lair  trade  practices, 
if  and  when  there  is  definite  reason  to 
believe  that  substantial  results  can  be 
obtained  warranting  the  time  and  ef- 
fort expended,"  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied 
president,  declared  late  this  week  in 
denying  reports  his  organization  is 
against  further  trade  negotiations.  Cole 
further  denied  that  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  is  visiting  here 
to  confer  with  distributors.  He  said  the 
date  for  Myers'  visit  has  not  yet  been 
set. 


New  York — Builders  of  the  new  600- 
seat  theatre  being  constructed  on  the  for- 
mer site  of  the  George  M.  Cohan  are  hav- 
ing difficulty  in  leasing  the  proposed  house. 
Several  major  circuits  and  leading  inde- 
pendent circuit  operators  have  been  con- 
tacted on  a lease  but  the  $60,000  annual 
rental  is  figured  a bit  too  steep  for  the 
number  of  seats. 

Another  angle,  which  may  be  the  rea- 
son some  of  the  theatre  men  will  not  ne- 
gotiate, is  reported  to  be  the  protection 
every  theatre  on  42nd  St.  is  said  to  have 
over  the  new  project. 

Max  M.  Cohen,  head  of  Cinema  cir- 
cuit, formerly  operated  the  Cohan  with 
Charles  Moses  and  the  late  Harry  Shift- 
man. He  is  understood  to  have  first  crack 
at  a certain  figure  below  $60,000.  If  he 
again  takes  over  the  reins,  Cohen  may 
work  out  the  clearance  situation  because 
his  own  theatres  on  42nd  St.  are  involved. 


Yoost  Brooklyn  Property 
Acquired  by  Randforce 

New  York — Threats  by  William  Yoost, 
independent  circuit  operator,  to  build  on 
Clinton  St.,  Brooklyn,  where  he  acquired 
property  some  time  ago  have  been  thrown 
into  the  discard  with  Randforce  acquir- 
ing the  property.  Brooklyn  is  Randforce’s 
stronghold  and  while  Yoost,  if  he  built, 
probably  could  not  threaten  or  endanger 
the  larger  circuit’s  supremacy,  the  take- 
over was  more  or  less  effectuated  to  avoid 
possible  trouble. 

Randforce  is  planning  to  build  on  the 
newly  acquired  property,  but  just  when 
has  not  been  decided. 

Official  Requiem  Over 
Divorce  Bill  Near 

Washington — Final  rites  over  the  North 
Dakota  theatre  divorcement  law  will  be 
held  by  the  supreme  court,  probably  on 
March  27,  when  it  is  expected  to  act  on  a 
motion  by  Thomas  D.  Thacher,  counsel  for 
Paramount,  for  dismissal  of  that  com- 
pany’s appeal  from  a lower  court  decision 
holding  the  law  valid. 

Appearing  briefly  before  the  court, 
Thacher  explained  that  the  law  has  been 
repealed  and,  he  said,  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  case  accordingly  has  become 
untenable. 

The  court  accepted  the  motion  and  an- 
nounced that  ten  days  would  be  given  the 
state  in  which  to  make  answer,  presum- 
ably in  order  that  the  North  Dakota  of- 
ficials may  advise  formally  that  the  law 
has  been  wiped  off  the  statute  books. 


B6rK  Payment 

Chicago — Balaban  & Katz  Corp.  has  de- 
clared a payment  of  50  cents  a share  on 
the  common  stock,  payable  March  31  to 
stockholders  of  record  March  15.  This  is 
the  first  disbursement  since  a dividend  of 
$4  paid  on  Dec.  14,  1937. 
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54  at  Least  From  20th-Fox; 
52  on  Coast,  2 in  London 


Schenck  to  Lead 
Metro  Meeting 

New  York — Nicholas  M.  Schenck  will 
lead  the  eastern  states’  contingent  of  sales 
personnel  to  the  M-G-M  three-day  con- 
vention in  Chicago,  when  a special  train 
leaves  here  for  the  Windy  City,  March  18. 
All  hands  will  be  on  deck  for  the  opening 
session  on  Sunday. 

Branch  and  district  managers  and 
salesmen  from  the  Boston,  New  Haven 
and  Washington  offices  will  board  the 
train  here.  Those  from  the  Philadelphia 
exchange  will  be  picked  up  en  route,  as 
will  the  group  from  Buffalo. 

Unless  there  is  a sudden  shift  of  plans, 
the  home  office  will  be  represented  by, 
besides  Schenck:  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Joseph 
R.  Vogel,  Arthur  Loew,  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers, who  will  go  direct  from  Hollywood:  T. 
J.  Connors,  E.  M.  Saunders,  E.  W.  Aaron, 
Alan  Cummings,  Howard  Dietz,  William 
R.  Ferguson,  Si  Seadler,  direct  from  his 
B-Bar-H  ranch  vacation  in  California, 
and  Herbert  Morgan. 

Also,  J.  S.  MacLeod,  Arthur  Lacks, 
Charles  F.  Deesen,  I.  Leonard  Hirsch,  Joel 
Bezahler,  Harold  Postman,  Irving  Helfont, 
Jay  Gove,  N.  L.  Simons,  C.  K.  Stern,  Ern- 
est Morrell,  W.  D.  Kelly,  and  C.  J.  Sonin. 

From  the  local  exchange  will  be  E.  K. 
O’Shea,  Jack  Bowen,  Dave  Levy,  Harry 
Miller,  Ben  Abner,  Tom  Allerhand  and 
Howard  Levy. 

The  studio  will  be  represented  by  Al 
Lichtman,  Barrett  Kiesling  and  Fred 
Quimby. 


Not  Dropping  "Our  Gang" 
Series,  Says  Rodgers 

Hollywood — M-G-M  is  not  dropping  the 
Om-  Gang  comedy  series  on  next  season’s 
lineup,  according  to  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager,  here  for  product 
conferences  with  Al  Lichtman  and  other 
studio  executives. 

Rodgers  also  stated  that,  while  a plan 
had  been  discussed  to  lengthen  shorts  to 
three  and  four  reels,  nothing  had  been 
definitely  decided,  but  he  would  be  in  a 
better  position  to  talk  about  it  after  he 
finishes  his  conversations  with  studio 
executives. 

The  general  sales  manager  left  over  the 
weekend  for  Chicago  to  preside  at  the 
annual  three-day  meeting,  opening  Mon- 
day. Al  Lichtman  is  scheduled  to  be  on 
hand.  Rodgers  is  due  back  in  New  York 
March  24. 


Censorship  Bill  Again 
In  N.  J.  Legislature 

Trenton,  N.  J. — Censorship  is  up  again 
in  this  state.  Assemblyman  John  E.  Ker- 
ner  is  author  of  a bill  seeking  appointment 
of  a three-member  board,  each  with  an 
annual  salary  of  $4,500. 


Columbia  Holding 
Regionals 

New  York — Columbia  is  not  follow- 
ing suit  in  the  manner  of  single-shot 
sales  conventions.  Although  the  trend 
this  year  is  away  from  regional  meet- 
ings Columbia  is  down  for  four  sepa- 
rate sessions. 

The  dates  are  tentatively  set  for  the 
period  between  April  15-May  1,  al- 
though this  may  be  changed.  Locales 
are  Chicago,  San  Francisco,  New  Or- 
leans and  New  York,  in  that  order, 
Abe  Montague,  general  sales  man- 
ager; Rube  Jackter,  his  assistant,  and 
Max  Weisfeldt,  shorts  sales  head,  will 
probably  attend  each  of  the  meetings. 

Paramount  Meeting 
Sometime  in  Mag 

New  York — Paramount  will  hold  its  na- 
tional sales  convention  sometime  in  May, 
but  details  as  to  time  and  place  have  not 
as  yet  been  worked  out. 

Barney  Balaban,  Neil  F.  Agnew  and 
Russell  Holman  leave  for  Hollywood  about 
April  5 to  discuss  the  new  lineup  with  Y. 
Frank  Freeman  and  William  LeBaron.  In 
the  meantime  and  since  the  company’s  dis- 
trict manager  meetings  in  St.  Louis  a few 
weeks  ago,  sales  for  1939-40  have  been  ac- 
tively under  way. 


Name  Change  Merely  for 
Corporate  Convenience 

New  York — Incorporation  of  Paramount 
Film  Distributing  Corp.,  under  the  laws  of 
Delaware  is  a routine  procedure  for  cor- 
poration convenience  and  carries  no  other 
significance.  The  company  is  a subsidiary 
of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  the  parent 
corporation. 

On  March  7,  Paramount  Pictures  Distri- 
buting Co.,  Inc.,  wholly-owned  New  Jersey 
subsidiary  which  distributes  the  product 
in  some  states,  was  merged  into  the  new 
Delaware  company. 

Blumenthal  Appeals  Case 
Against  Paramount 

New  York — Counsel  for  Ben  Blumenthal 
has  appealed  to  the  appellate  division  from 
the  order  of  Justice  Samuel  I.  Rosenman 
enjoining  and  restraining  the  plaintiff 
from  prosecuting  an  action  against  Para- 
mount in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  King's 
Bench  Division,  England. 

The  action  is  over  court  jurisdiction, 
involving  Blumenthal’s  attempt  to  collect 
commissions  for  a projected  sale  of  the- 
atres in  England  in  which  he  was  to  rep- 
resent Paramount. 

This  case  will  be  argued  in  three  weeks. 


Hollywood  — Twentieth  Century-P„x 
will  release  at  least  54  next  season,  ac- 
cording to  Sidney  R.  Kent,  president,  who 
L-  here  from  New  York.  Fifty-two  will  be 
made  here.  Grade  Fields  and  Annabella 
will  make  one  each  in  England. 

Kent  denied  the  company’s  program  will 
be  budgeted  at  $30,000,000.  He  said  the 
report  was  erroneous  and  emphasized  qual- 
ity will  be  uppermost  in  developing  the 
new  program. 

The  20th-Fox  president  arrived  here 
with  Herman  "Wobber,  sales  manager,  who 
accompanied  him  from  Cliicago.  Wobber 
met  Kent  in  the  'Windy  City  after  a brief 
vacation  in  Miami.  They  are  conferring 
with  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
William  Goetz  and  Sol  'Wurtzel  on  plans 
for  next  season,  and  these  will  be  an- 
nounced at  the  three-day  annual  sales  con- 
vention in  Chicago,  starting  March  30. 

After  studio  conclaves,  Kent  will  return 
to  New  York  the  end  of  the  month  and 
then  go  to  Chicago  for  the  sales  meetings. 
He  plans  to  sail  for  England  April  20 
and  attend  the  European  sales  convention 
with  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  foreign  head. 
Following  these  meetings,  he  will  go  to 
Rio  de  Janeiro  on  Iris  first  visit  thena. 
While  in  South  America,  he  whl  hold  a 
sales  conference  for  the  first  time  and 
also  look  over  the  possibilities  for  stimu- 
lating business  in  that  territory. 


46  From  Grand  National: 
Skirball  Is  Optimistic 

New  York — Grand  National’s  schedule 
for  the  1939-40  season  probably  calls  for 
30  features  and  16  westerns,  states  Jack 
Skirball,  production  manager,  who  is  here 
from  the  coast  on  a combination  business 
and  vacation  trip. 

Skirball  expects  to  remain  here  for  a 
few  weeks.  On  his  return,  he  will  start 
shooting  on  “Miracle  of  Main  Street”  with 
Margo  in  the  lead.  First  of  the  Max  Baer 
westerns  is  scheduled  to  roll  this  week. 

The  GN  production  manager,  who 
stepped  into  his  post  last  fall  when  the 
company  was  reorganized,  looks  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  new  season  sched- 
ule. He  says  the  agreements  with  the  pro- 
ducing units  which  distribute  through  GN 
have  been  ironed  out  satisfactorily  and  fit 
more  flexibly  into  the  current  setup. 


To  Ask  New  Extension 
In  Paramount  Suit 

New  York — Because  of  the  trade  prac- 
tice meetings  in  which  the  company’s  at- 
torneys are  participating  and  other  suits 
which  require  immediate  attention,  Para- 
movmt  lawyers  are  planning  to  seek  a 
second  extension  for  filing  answers  in  the 
minority  stockholders’  suit.  The  first  ex- 
tension expires  March  20.  It  has  not  yet 
been  decided  to  return  Thacher,  Simpson 
& Bartlett  on  the  case. 
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Foresee  Spanish 
Film  Conflict 

New  York — American  companies  again 
are  turning  toward  Spain,  a one-time 
profitable  market  for  them,  but  expect  a 
commercial  conflict  there  because  of  Gen- 
eral Franco’s  “spiritual”  attunement  to  the 
Rome-Berlin  axis.  Statements  appearing 
in  authoritative  Nationalist  newspapers, 
for  some  time,  have  taken  cracks  at  Ameri- 
can films,  at  the  same  time  extolling  the 
merits  of  Italian  and  German  product. 

Despite  the  obligation  of  Franco  to 
Germany  and  Italy,  one  foreign  manager 
is  of  the  opinion  that,  in  the  long  run. 
Franco  will  turn  to  England  and  the 
United  States  to  help  rebuild  his  country. 
He  also  believes  the  cultural  pact  between 
Germany  and  Franco  Spain  which  in- 
cludes films  will  have  little  bearing  in 
dictating  Franco’s  policies  along  those 
lines.  It  may  be  a case  of  wishful  think- 
ing. 

At  any  event,  American  companies  feel 
this  is  the  time  to  get  in  on  the  ground 
floor  and  prepare  the  foundation  for  fu- 
ture operations.  First  of  the  distributors 
to  take  any  positive  action  is  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox which  sent  William  Morgan, 
manager  of  the  French  organization,  to 
make  a survey  of  Nationalist  territory. 

Laudy  Lawrence,  continental  manager 
for  Loew’s,  who  is  now  on  the  high  seas 
bound  for  home,  said  before  sailing  that 
the  possibility  of  the  resumption  of  busi- 
ness activities  in  Spain  would  be  one  of 
the  first  things  he  will  check.  Other 
companies  expressed  a similar  interest  in 
rebuilding  their  distributing  organizations 
in  Spain. 

It  will  be  some  time  before  there  is  any 
appearance  of  activity.  The  American 
Embassy  at  present  in  France  is  not  issu- 


New  South  Wales  Quota 
Law  Airing  Is  Due 

New  York — General  airing  of  the  New 
South  Wales  quota  law  is  expected  with 
the  arrival  of  Norman  Bede  Rydge,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Greater  Union  The- 
atres and  prominent  Australian  financier, 
March  27. 

Rydge.  who  is  regarded  as  the  spear- 
head behind  the  enactment  of  the  present 
quota  bill,  will  confer  with  foreign  sales 
managers  on  product  deals  and  will  dis- 
cuss possible  methods  of  lifting  the  cur- 
rent restrictive  regulations. 

Capt.  Harold  Auten,  local  representa- 
tive of  GUT,  leaves  for  the  coast  Wednes- 
day to  greet  Rydge  who  docks  on  the 
Mo7iterey.  March  20. 

Also  arriving  from  Australia  on  the 
same  boat  are  Dan  Carroll,  Australian  ex- 
hibitor, and  the  following  managing  di- 
rectors: Bernard  Freeman,  M-G-M;  Harry 
Hunter,  Paramount,  and  Clarence  Hake, 
20th  Century-Fox. 

Federal  Notes  May  Hurt 
Majors  in  North  China 

New  York — Revenue  of  the  major  com- 
panies in  North  China  is  expected  to  be 
drastically  affected  as  a result  of  the  pro- 
visional government’s  action  in  substitut- 
ing federal  notes  for  the  old  currency. 

For  some  time  the  government  there 
has  urged  business  houses  to  accept  the 
federal  notes,  but  met  with  little  success. 
As  a result,  a law  was  passed  withdi’aw- 
ing  the  normal  currency  and  putting  the 
federal  notes  into  circulation. 

Incomes  are  expected  to  take  a nose- 
dive as  the  new  rate  of  exchange  will 
further  depreciate  the  dollar. 

ing  any  visas  to  Nationalist  Spain.  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  had  to  wrangle  one  out 
of  Washington  for  Morgan. 


Morros  Is  Planning 
Distributing  Firm 

New  York — Formation  of  a new  dis- 
tribution enterprise  to  handle  the  41 
French  productions  he  “tied  up”  during 
his  recent  trip  abroad,  is  under  considera- 
tion by  Boris  Morros,  former  musical  di- 
rector for  Paramount.  As  an  alternative, 
Morros  and  his  associates  may  limit  them- 
selves to  the  operation  of  a Broadway 
show-window,  “unlike  anything  now  exist- 
ing,” in  that  a continental  atmosphere 
would  permeate  the  entire  house. 

Morros  rather  reluctantly  admits  three 
of  his  41  films  are  “double  A’s.”  The  first 
batch  arrived  over  the  weekend  on  the 
He  de  France.  If  a satisfactory  deal  can 
be  arranged  for  a theatre,  Morros  says  he 
will  sell  distribution  to  an  existing  com- 
pany. He  has  put  aside  eight  of  the 
total  for  remake  purposes.  These  will  be 
produced  in  Hollywood.  Morros  also  ac- 
quired eight  story  properties  while  abroad, 
he  said,  for  possible  production  on  the 
coast. 

The  first  group  includes  “Le  Quai  des 
Brumes,”  “Le  Roi,”  “Hotel  Du  Nord,” 
“J’Accuse,”  “Otages,”  “LeDernier  Tour- 
nant,”  “J’Etais  Une,”  “Aventurierre,” 
and  “Gibraltar.” 


Columbia  British  Meet 
Held  Over  Weekend 

New  York — Columbia’s  British  sales  per- 
sonnel concluded  a three-day  meeting  in 
London  over  the  weekend,  Joseph  A.  Mc- 
Conville,  foreign  manager,  discloses.  The 
session  was  called  by  Joseph  Friedman, 
managing  director,  and  Max  Thorpe,  sales 
manager  in  England. 

Interest  centered  about  the  annual  for- 
eign sales  drive  and  ways  and  means  for 
coordinating  all  British  offices  during  the 
drive. 

Among  those  attending  were  the  fol- 
lowing managers:  A.  Kutner,  London;  G. 
Jay,  Leeds;  L.  Faber,  Liverpool;  W.  A. 
Smith,  Birmingham;  H.  Boodson,  Man- 
chester; J.  Glick,  Newcastle;  R.  Booth, 
Glasgow;  F.  D.  Hourahane,  Cardiff,  and 
C.  McGuinness,  Dublin. 

Par  am  oun  t-M  ayilower 
Tie  for  Two  More 

New  York — Paramount  has  signed  with 
Mayflower  Pictures  for  world-wide  dis- 
tribution, except  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
on  the  next  two  Erich  Pommer-Charles 
Laughton  productions.  The  deal  also  em- 
braces the  production  by  Mayflower,  in 
England,  of  “The  Admirable  Crichton,” 
with  Paramount  getting  the  same  releas- 
ing terms. 

The  two  immediately  forthcoming  films 
are  “St.  Martin’s  Lane,”  in  which  Laugh- 
ton co-stars  with  Vivien  Leigh,  and  Al- 
fred Hitchcock’s  “Jamaica  Inn,”  in  which 
Laughton  appears  with  Maureen  O’Hara 
as  co-star.  “The  Admirable  Crichton” 
will  have  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester  and 
Miss  O’Hara  in  the  title  roles. 


Smiles  Because  He  Expects  Record— 

“Our  business  should  be  better  than  last  year  and  last  year  was  the  best  in 
the  history  of  the  company.”  So  said  Arthur  M.  Loew,  head  of  Loeufs  for- 
eign department . as  he  returned  from  a trip  to  the  studio.  He  is  on  the  left. 
Next  is  his  wife,  then  Mrs.  Laiorence  and,  finally,  "Laudy”  Lawrence  who 
runs  distribution,  et  al.,  for  Loew’s  in  Continental  Europe.  Loew  expects  to 
attend  the  domestic  sales  convention  in  Chicago  March  19-21.  No  trips 
beyond  this  i?i  sight,  he  adds. 
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And  Now  Ifs  ”The  Castles'' 


Allied  Territorial 
Setup  Complete 


New  York — Nostalgic  for  those  who  remember  and  romantic  for  the  younger 
ones  who  don’t,  the  latest  Astaire-Rogers  slides  into  the  heavy  money  division 
with  ease  and  plenty  to  spare. 

“The  Castles”  shows  every  evidence  of  great  care  in  production.  It  is  handsome 
to  look  at  in  its  1911-to-1914  dress.  It  has  the  benefit  of  story  legitimacy  to  support 
and  make  reasonable  the  varied  assortment  of  dancing  that  runs  through  it  from 
beginning  to  end.  It  has  swell  performances  by  Fred  Astaire  and  Miss  Rogers,  catchy 
new  and,  largely,  old  time  tunes  and  it  tells,  in  highlight,  the  story  of  the  rise  of 
Vernon  and  Irene  Castle  from  obscurity  to  their  peak  as  internationally  known 
dancers  who  set  much  of  the  fashion  vogues  of  their  time. 

The  famous  “Castle  Walk,”  and  how  it  came  to  be,  is  there.  Also  the  polka, 
tango,  waltz  and  Maxixe — all  of  it  ardoitly  blended  into  a human  interest  story, 
shorn  of  musical  comedy  implausibilities  under  extremely  capable  direction  by  H.  C. 
Potter. 

They’re  excited  over  at  RKO  about  this  first  Astaire-Rogers  since  “Carefree.” 
Seeing  is  understanding  why. 

— KANN. 


New  York — With  the  appointment  of  a 
grievance  bO'ard  in  Syracuse,  all  regional 
committees  have  been  completed  by  Allied 
of  New  York.  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  state-wide  organiza- 
tion, organized  the  various  units  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  setup  of  the  various  com- 
mittees. 

State- wide  officers  are:  Max  A.  Cohen, 
head  of  Cinema  circuit,  president;  William 
C.  Smalley  of  the  Smalley  circuit,  Coopers- 
town,  first  vice-president;  Charles  Wilson 
of  the  Bijou,  Troy,  second  vice-president; 
Joseph  Rosenzweig,  Empress,  Washington 
Heights,  treasurer;  Abe  Levy  of  the  New 
United,  Brooklyn,  secretary;  Harry  C. 
Kosch,  legal  advisor. 

The  four  grievance  boards,  the  chairmen 
and  personnel,  are:  Syracuse,  Prank  Al- 
len of  the  Allen,  Solvay,  chairman:  Jack 
Hays,  Cameo,  Syracuse,  and  N.  Pearlman, 
Cameo,  Binghamton. 

Albany,  Leonard  Rosenthal  of  the  State, 
Troy,  chairman:  Allen  Ryan  of  the  Aus- 
able,  Ausable  Palls,  and  George  Thornton 
of  the  Orpheum,  Saugerties. 

Buffalo,  Herman  Lorence  of  the  Cat- 
taraugus, Cattaraugus,  chairman;  Jack 
Rappaport  of  the  Lovjoy,  Buffalo,  and 
Howard  Carroll  of  the  Strand,  Rochester. 

Metropolitan  New  York,  Irving  Gerber 
of  the  Photoplay,  Manhattan,  chairman; 
Louis  Goidel,  Paras-Court,  Brooklyn,  and 
Irving  Landau,  Heights,  Washington 
Heights. 

Regional  vice-presidents  are:  A1  Francis 
of  the  Liberty,  Buffalo;  R.  P.  Merriman, 
Franklin,  Syracuse;  Mitchell  Conery,  Con- 
ery  circuit,  Ravena;  N.  Pearlman,  Cameo, 
Binghamton;  Michael  Boumansour,  Strand, 
Malone. 

Recording  secretaries:  Minna  Rosen, 
New  Oakdale,  Buffalo:  Sidney  Grossman, 
Elmwood,  Syracuse;  Mi's.  H.  McNamara, 
Valatie,  Valatie. 

The  17  members  of  the  board,  exclusive 
of  the  officers,  are:  J.  Martina,  Family, 
Mt.  Morris;  Lorence,  Cattaraugus,  Cat- 
taraugus; Marvin  Atlas,  Capitol,  Niagara 
Falls;  Ray  Pashley,  Lakes,  Interlaken; 

H.  N.  Savett,  James',  Utica;  George  Smith 
of  the  Smith  circuit  of  five  hou^s,  Syra- 
cuse; W.  P.  Kennedy,  Lyric,  Rouse’s  Point; 

I.  H.  Barker,  New,  Hoosick  Palls;  John 
Gardner  of  the  Gardner  circuit,  Schenec- 
tady; H.  D.  English  of  the  Harden  circuit, 
Hancock;  Goidel,  Paras-Com’t,  BrooMyn; 
Max  Cohen,  Rialto,  Monticello;  Abe  Stone, 
Eagle,  Albany;  P.  Bordonaro  Jr.,  Palace, 
Glean;  Howard  Lurie,  Lincoln,  Rochester; 
and  Charles  Steiner,  Cinema  circuit,  Man- 
hattan. 


Walter  Branson  on  Tour 
Again  for  RKO  Drive 

New  York — Walter  Branson,  captain  of 
the  George  Schaefer  drive  forces,  is  on  an- 
other tour  of  the  38  RKO  branch  offices. 
He  is  accompanied  by  Harry  Michalson, 
short  subject  sales  manager.  They  will  be 
gone  for  five  weeks. 


Interstate  Ruling 
"Far-Reaching" 

New  York — The  supreme  court  decision 
in  the  Interstate  case  “is  far  reaching  and 
will  wield  a definite  influence  on  the  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  business,”  Allied  of 
New  York  members  are  informed  in  a 
current  bulletin  signed  by  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,  executive  secretary. 

Apparently  in  line  with  the  aforemen- 
tioned “influence,”  the  bulletin  states  the 
Buffalo  unit  meets  March  13  to  hear  a 
grievance  committee  which  has  been  in- 
vestigating “protection  granted  to  the  af- 
filiated houses  in  Buffalo  and  Rochester.” 

Relative  to  a committee  recently  ap- 
pointed in  the  Albany  unit  to  investigate 
“the  affiliated  theatre  protections  over 
subsequent  run  houses,”  the  bulletin  ad- 
vises: “This  office  has  been  advised  that 
very  shortly  there  will  be  an  adjustment 
of  the  protection  in  the  Albany  exchange 
zone.” 

There  is  a resume  of  recent  Allied  ac- 
tivity in  Syracuse,  which  has  resulted,  it 
is  stated,  in  return  of  card  games  to  in- 
dependent theatre  owners,  elimination  of 
“two  for  one”  and  five  cent  matinees, 
elimination  of  the  four  feature  policy  in 
affiliated  houses,  and  a general  admis- 
sion increase  of  from  10  to  15  cents  for 
children  in  all  affiliated  houses. 

Members  are  encouraged  to  place  screen 
advertising  deals  with  Alexander  Film  Co., 
“because  our  experience  has  proved  their 
reliability  beyond  the  shadow  of  doubt.” 

An  invitation  is  extended  to  all  state 
officers  and  directors  to  attend  the  next 
New  York  unit  meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Astor,  March  29.  A meeting  of  the  Syra- 
cuse unit  is  slated  for  March  23  at  the 
Syracuse  Hotel. 

In  a separate  memorandum  signed  by 
Harry  G.  Kosch,  Allied’s  counsel,  mem- 
bers are  urged  to  combat  proposed  state 
taxation  by  contacting  senators,  assembly- 
men  and  members  of  committees  to  which 
new  bills  affecting  theatres  have  been 
committed. 

Kosch  singles  out  the  low-rent  housing 


Orange  Action  to 
Start  in  April 

New  York — Trial  in  the  Orange  County 
Theatres  action  against  competitive  cir- 
cuits and  major  distributors  is  scheduled 
to  begin  in  U.  S.  district  court  here  early 
in  April. 

Louis  Phillips  of  Paramount  counsel 
was  in  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  where  the  suit 
originated,  Friday  and  Saturday.  There 
he  completed  examination  before  trial  of 
officers  of  Orange.  Depositions  of  most 
of  the  defendants  were  completed  some 
time  ago.  Irving  Miller  and  Philip  Sherry 
were  the  officers  Phillips  examined.  Pre- 
viously he  took  depositions  on  Mrs.  Iona 
Friedman  Sussman,  bookkeeper  and 
daughter  of  Harry  Friedman,  Orange 
president,  and  Conrad  Fontaine,  also  a 
bookkeeper. 

Defendants  are  Paramount,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, Universal,  RKO,  UA,  Netco 
Theatres  Corp.,  Joseph  Lee,  George 
Walsh  and  Eugene  Levy.  Damages  of 
$225,000  and  an  injunction  are  sought. 


Refugee  Aid  Art  Finale 
Is  Set  for  March  16 

New  York — Executive  committee  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Art  Fund  for  German 
Refugees  has  set  the  drawing  of  the  win- 
ning tickets  for  contributed  art  paintings 
at  the  March  16  meeting  of  Ampa  at  the 
Hotel  Astor. 


and  slum  clearance  bill,  another  on  out- 
door advertising  signs,  the  Crews  proposal 
that  would  put  a minimum  of  two  pro- 
jectionists in  each  booth,  a bill  that  would 
force  the  employment  of  a fireman  as  well 
as  an  engineer  in  each  house,  a chain 
store  bill,  a measure  that  would  require 
licensed  operators  and  mechanics  for  in- 
stallation and  repairs  of  air-conditioning 
systems,  and  the  McNaboe  sales  tax  bill. 
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Warm  Weather  StuH — 

Moe  Silver,  Warner  theatre  zone  man- 
ager in  Albany;  M.  Morais,  who  oper- 
ates the  largest  circuit  in  Jamaica 
(not  Long  Island),  and  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  head  of  the  Warner  chain. 


^TT.T.TAM  SUSSMAN,  20th  Century- 
Fox  eastern  division  manager,  spent 
the  week  visiting  Cleveland,  Cincinnati 
and  Pittsburgh  . . . Dan  Daugherty,  in 
charge  of  publicity  at  Fox  Movietone,  is 
back  at  the  job  after  a tussle  with  the  flu. 
At  one  period,  Dan  says,  seven  members 
of  the  family  were  ill  at  the  same  time 
. . . Jack  Skirball,  whose  local  office  over- 
looks Rockefeller  Plaza,  is  peeved  at  the 
Rockefellers  because  they  started  to  tear 
up  the  ice  skating  rink  the  day  he  re- 
turned to  New  York.  And  all  winter  long 
he  was  waiting  to  see  ice  skaters  . . . Talk- 
ing about  Rockefeller  Plaza,  it’s  the  wind- 
iest spot  in  tow'n  these  days  and  the  most 
popular  sport  is  catching  the  hats  swept 
into  the  air  . . . Another  Plaza  landmark, 
the  Sidewalk  Superintendents’  club,  is  be- 
ing torn  down  to  make  room  for  the  new 
building  which  is  going  up  at  an  in- 
credible pace. 

Meraud  Guvara,  sister-in-law  of  Howard 
Dietz,  will  have  an  exhibition  of  her  oil 
paintings  at  the  Valentine  Galleries,  April 
10.  It  is  the  first  time  that  her  work  has 
been  exhibited  in  this  country.  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur Mayer  is  also  exhibiting  . . . Lynn 
Farnol  flies  to  the  coast  Wednesday  to  be 
cn  hand  for  Alexander  Woollcott  who  is 
doing  a special  feature  on  “Wuthering 
Heights”  for  McCalls  . . . The  Mel  Hey- 
manns  are  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . 
Laudy  Laurence,  Loew’s  continental  man- 
ager, is  on  the  Paris  bound  for  home.  Sam 
Eckman,  Loew’s  general  manager  for 
England,  stays  over  to  attend  the  domestic 
sales  meeting  in  Chicago  . . . Jack  Cher- 
tok,  M-G-M  short  subject  producer,  has 
returned  to  the  coast.  Meanwhile  Bob 
Benchley  starts  in  today  on  one  of  the  two 
shorts  he  is  making  at  the  Astoria  studios. 

Jean  Lenauer,  Filmarte  'Theatre  owner, 
had  his  office  broken  into  the  other  night. 
The  thieves  got  away  with  30  silver  dol- 


lar pieces  which  Lenauer  has  been  col- 
lecting. Incidentally,  Lsnauer’s  banner 
picture  “The  Puritan”  was  shown  to 
members  of  the  New  York  Newspaper 
Guild  Sunday  night  . . . Pandro  Berman 
is  in  town  looking  at  some  of  the  plays 
which  RKO  has  under  consideration  . . . 
Shizio  Ono,  independent  Japanese  dis- 
tributor, leaves  for  Paris  at  the  end  of 
the  month  . . . Wallace  Beery  flew  his 
own  plane  into  town  and  is  stopping  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel  . . . C.  E.  Mills, 
Ascap  administrator,  is  in  Seattle  . . . 
Walter  Brooks  reading  his  copy  of  Box- 
office  at  the  Sardi  bar. 

Sam  Hacker,  formerly  assistant  foreign 
sales  manager  for  Republic,  has  opened 
his  own  office  at  723  Seventh  Ave.,  for 
the  export  of  films  . . . Sammy  Cohen, 
that  devil-may-care  foreign  publicity 
manager  for  UA,  is  quietly  informing 
friends  that  Monday  marks  his  20th  anni- 
versary in  the  business  . . . Rose  Kretchler 
of  the  Walter  Reade  office  was  married 
Sunday  to  Murray  Kravitz,  one  of  the 
1935  Golden  Gloves  champs  . . . E.  Wal- 
lace Aaron,  assistant  to  William  F.  Rodg- 
ers at  M-G-M,  heads  for  New  Orleans, 
March  24.  He’ll  take  in  Florida  and  all 
golf  way  stops  during  his  two-week  so- 
journ . . . Native  sons  released  from  Hono- 
lulu includes  William  A.  Scully,  Max  A. 
Cohen,  Sam  Rinzler  and  Joe  Seider.  Each 
of  them  returns  to  his  desk  March  13. 


Art  Schmidt  of  Loew’s  publicity  staff 
is  on  a tour  of  key  cities  on  theatre- 
newspaper  good  will  . . . Irv  Shapiro  of 
World  Pictures  caught  a cold  while  look- 
ing at  a film  and  checked  out  of  the  of- 
fice for  the  next  few  days  . . . Budd  Rog- 
ers checked  in  on  the  He  de  France  after  a 
month  of  conferences  at  the  London 
studios  of  Mayflower  Productions,  which 
he  represents  here  . . . Dorothy  Lamour 
is  in  from  the  studios  for  a p.  a.  at  the 
Paramount  starting  March  22. 

Lindy  lunchers  included  Rube  Jackter, 
carnationed  in  pale  pink,  with  Columbia 
colleagues  Max  Weisfeldt  and  Leonard 
Picker,  which  constitutes  a poor  numeri- 
cal showing  for  this  company.  Al  Mar- 
golies,  Morris  Helprin — getting  his  fill  of 
pickeled  herring  before  sailing  Lunnun’- 
ward — Manny  Silverstone,  Maurice  Berg- 
man and  Harry  Kosiner.  Arche  Mayer 
and  Ed  Barison  guesting  Harold  Rinzler 
and  Irving  Kaplan  of  the  Randforce  force. 
Paul  Abrams  dutch-treating  it  with  Max 
Cohen  and  Arthur  Schwartz,  Joe  Ingber, 
Lou  Wolff,  Marty  Levine  and  the  Freres 
Pear,  representing  the  Brandt  interests 
. . . Leon  and  Mrs.  Netter  are  enjoying 
Bermuda.  Three  weeks  of  it  ..  . Don 
Ameche,  Edgar  Bergen  and  “Charlie  Mc- 
Carthy” are  among  those  present  from  the 
coast  . . . Flora  Robson  sailed  on  the 
Queen  Mary,  Saturday  for  native  London, 
having  completed  her  role  in  “Wuthering 


They  Heard  About  $5,000,000  More — 

Columbia’s  home  office  executives  and  district  managers  as  they  held  a two- 
day  meeting  in  New  York  to  discuss  plans  for  an  increase  in  “A”  product 
for  next  season  at  an  added  negative  cost  of  $5,000,000.  Left  to  right  they 
are:  Harry  Weiner,  Philadelphia  manager;  Irving  Wormser,  New  York  man- 
ager; Lou  Weinberg,  circuit  sales  manager,  Leo  Jaffe,  assistant  to  Abe 
Schneider,  treasurer;  Milton  Hannock,  sales  statistician;  Sam  Galanty, 
mid-eastern  division  manager;  Harry  Rogovin,  Boston  manager;  Rube 
Jackter,  assistant  to  Abe  Montague;  George  Josephs,  manager,  sales  account- 
ing; Jack  Cohn,  vice-president  (seated);  Max  Weisfeldt,  short  subject  sales 
supervisor;  Lou  Astor,  circuit  sales  manager;  Abe  Montague,  general  sales 
manager;  Maurice  Grad,  sales  promotion  director;  Phil  Dunas,  mid-western 
division  manager;  Sol  Trauner,  Neto  York  exhange;  Carl  Shalit,  central 
division  manager;  Jerome  Safron,  western  division  manager,  and  Sam  Mos- 
cow, southern  division  manager. 
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To  Virginia 


New  York — On  her  natal  day,  Virginia 
Morris,  much-liked  member  of  the  UA 
publicity  department,  received  the  follow- 
ing from  a colleague-admirer  in  the  same 
organization : 

To  Virginia:  For  Whom  Life  Has 
Not  Yet  Begun 

With  “Stagecoach”  in  the  offing 
Adventure’s  in  my  mind; 

The  buttes  of  Arizona; 

Arroyos,  scarred  and  lined; 

The  weirdly  howling  coyote, 

Tlie  burnished  Navajo, 

The  raven-haired  Apache 
And  pinyons  in  the  snow. 

But  then,  I’m  just  a tender- 
Foot,  subway  cavalier 
Who  rides  the  range  in  glasses 
Of  whiskey,  gin  and  beer! 

And  so,  forgive  my  “yippees” 

But  don’t  deny  my  lute — 

Because  I love  you  truly. 

My  Tudor  City  Butte. 


Heights”  . . . Homer  Tasker,  Paramount’s 
chief  recording  engineer  on  the  coast,  is 
here  to  study  television  developments  . . . 
Bob  Goldstein  is  mourning  the  loss  of  his 
father  who  died  in  California  Sunday 
night  only  a handful  of  weeks  after  Mrs. 
Goldstein  passed  away. 

Artie  Shaw  and  his  torrid  clarinet  were 
very  much  in  evidence  at  the  Warner 


Club  party  Saturday  night  where  some 
1,000  guests  danced  to  the  swing  rhythms 
of  his  orchestra  at  the  grand  ballroom  of 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  Among  the 
many  guests  from  the  other  companies 
who  joined  in  the  festivities  were  Nate 
Blumberg,  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
L.  J.  Schlaifer,  Jules  Levy,  E.  J.  McEvoy, 
Eddie  Saunders,  Bill  Sussman,  Joe  Unger, 
Freddie  Meyers,  Johnny  O’Connor,  John 
Shea,  Bill  Powers,  Spyros  Skouras,  Wal- 
ter Reade  and  Freddy  Schwartz,  but  that’s 
only  a few.  All  the  branch  managers  in 
town  for  the  convention  were  present,  in- 
cluding the  entire  Warner  executive  per- 
sonnel. 

Max  Fellerman  is  probably  as  surprised 
as  anyone  that  Old  Sol  did  such  a beam- 
ing good  job  on  his  countenaiice  while  he 
lolled  around  the  Miami  Beach  sand.  The 
more  so  because  Max  remembers  spending 
more  time  under  the  pinocle  parasols  than 
under  Old  Sol  . . . Leon  Goldberg  is  also 
sporting  a lovely  shade  of  nut  brown,  but 
says  nothing  about  pinocle  . . . John  Red- 
mond of  RKO’s  accounting  staff  looks  as 
though  Miami  Beach  was  kind  to  him,  too 
. . . John  Manheimer,  executive  secretary 
of  the  ITOA,  gets  back  from  the  sunny 
south  next  week,  about  two  weeks  late  . . . 
Bert  Lahr  seemed  to  be  enjoying  his  first 
Gotham  vacation  in  two  years.  He  has 
been  on  the  coast  that  long,  most  recently 
for  Metro,  in  "The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 

Albert  Lewin,  Paramount  producer,  will 
round  out  the  rest  of  the  month  at  the 
Waldorf  before  returning  to  the  coast.  He 
and  Mrs.  Lewin  just  returned  from  a two 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

Hails  His  Vacation — 

Edward  Arnold  in  Hew  York  from 
the  coast  on  a month’s  holiday.  He 
plays  one  of  the  leads  in  "Man  About 
Toivn”  which  stars  Jack  Benny. 


months’  vacation  abroad  . . . Russell  Bell, 
Madeline  White  and  Manny  Reiner,  Mono- 
grammers  all,  unite  daily  in  the  Gateway 
Restaurant  for  second  breakfasts  . . . 
Morris  Helprin  left  these  shores  on  the 
Queen  Mary,  Saturday  in  favor  of  foggy 
Lunnun’  and  Alexander  Korda  conferences 
. . . Robert  Florey,  Paramount  director, 
has  booked  passage  on  the  Normandie, 
which  will  take  him  to  his  native  France 
for  a vacation  . . . Sonja  Henie  is  back 
on  the  20th  Century-Fox  lot,  after  an 
extended  South  American  jaunt  . . . Al- 
fred Hitchcock  took  his  ponderous  self  up 
to  Yale  Friday,  where  he  delivered  a lec- 
ture. He  got  in  from  London  the  day 
before  on  the  Queen  Mary  and  is  already 
poised  for  Florida,  before  winding  up  on 
the  coast  to  direct  a film  for  David  O. 
Selznick.  With  him  are  Mrs.  Hitchcock, 
daughter  Patricia,  and  Joan  Harrison,  his 
production  assistant. 

Cecil  F.  Mason,  Columbia’s  manager  in 
Australia,  and  M.  Bergher,  manager  in 
Japan,  are  due  at  the  home  office  shortly 
to  discuss  new  season  product  with  J.  A. 
McConville,  foreign  manager  . . . Arthur 
Dreifuss,  producer  of  one-reel  Music  Hall 
Vanities  series  for  Columbia,  is  on  the 
coast  to  wind  up  details  for  transferring 
production  from  Hollywood  to  Hew  York. 
. . . Mrs.  Harry  Goetz  has  been  cruising  on 
the  Champlain  and  Harry  has  been  spend- 
ing considerable  time  with  Bob  Goldstein 
. . . Mrs.  S.  Charles  Einfeld  is  back  in  Cali- 
fornia while  Husband  Charles  stays  on  for 
the  Warner  sales  convention. 

Miami  Mailbag:  Bernie  Kranz,  RKO’s 
Albany  manager,  has  a swollen  foot  and  is 
confined  to  his  hotel.  He  absorbed  too 
much  sun  on  his  first  day  and  has  been 
spending  the  rest  of  his  holiday  within 
the  confines  of  the  Essex  Hotel.  Among 

(Continued  on  page  42-B) 


While  La  Guardia  Spent  $175,000,000 — 

The  mayor  of  New  York  was  very  busy  arranging  the  purchase  of  the 
B.M.T.  transportation  system,  a mere  detail  involving  millions  to  the  tune  of 
175.  Therefore,  he  couldn’t  do  anything  about  welcoming  the  print  of  "Stage- 
coach” to  the  city.  However,  Deputy  Mayor  Henry  H.  Curran  apparently 
wasn’t  quite  so  engaged  and  thus  it  came  about  that  he  turned  out,  as  is 
documented  fully  above. 

UA  makes  much  of  the  general  authenticity  involved.  For  instance,  the 
vehicle  is  a "six  horse  original  Concord  original  stagecoach.”  It  picked  up 
the  print  of  "Stagecoach”  which  is  a film  at  the  airport  in  Newark,  was  re- 
fused passage  through  the  Holland  Tunnel  where  fast-moving  traffic  might 
have  been  seriously  impeded  and  made  the  journey  from  the  one  state  to 
the  other  by  the  less  rapid  means  of  the  ferry. 
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Await  Bondi]  Favor 
On  RKO  Directors 

New  York — Proponents  of  the  RKO 
amended  reorganization  plan  are  hopeful 
Judge  William  O.  Bondy  will  approve  the 
list  of  proposed  directors  when  the  name 
of  a new  addition,  Raymond  Bill,  is  sub- 
mitted to  him  at  a hearing,  March  13.  The 
selection  of  Bill,  which  is  said  to  satisfy 
all  interests,  is  generally  believed  to  re- 
move the  last  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
formal  confirmation. 

However,  even  should  Judge  Bondy,  at 
the  hearing,  voice  his  approval,  he  must 
wait  until  Wednesday  to  sign  the  con- 
firming order,  since  two  days’  notice  of 
his  decision  is  required  by  law  before  he 
takes  this  step. 

Bill  was  chosen  to  represent  two  factions 
of  independent  stockholders,  who  pre- 
viously were  not  in  agreement  with  Ferdi- 
nand Eberstadt,  who,  it  is  expected,  will 
be  dropped  as  a designee.  Tlie  slate  now 
stands  at  13. 

During  the  application  of  Irving  Trust 
for  interim  allowances  of  $85,000  for  re- 
organization purposes,  it  was  disclosed 
RKO  earned  net  profits  of  $173,578  for 
1938.  The  estimated  figure  compares  with 
a net  of  $1,821,165  for  1937.  Judge  Bondy 
is  expected,  at  Monday’s  hearing,  to  rule 
on  Irving  Trust’s  application,  as  well  as 
on  a similar  motion  by  William  J.  Dono- 
van, trustee’s  counsel,  for  $95,000  fees  for 
the  period  between  October,  1937  and 
October.  1938. 


"The  American  Way"  and 
"Abe  Lincoln"  to  RKO 

New  York — RKO  is  practically  set  to 
produce  “The  American  Way,’’  stage  play 
now  running  at  the  Center  Theatre,  but 
yet  to  be  cleaned  up  is  that  portion  of  the 
deal  calling  for  Fredric  March  as  the  star. 
He  currently  heads  the  play  cast. 

Outbidding  all  competition  and  now 
sealed  is  another  arrangement  whereby  the 
much-discussed  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,’’ 
starring  Raymond  Massey,  will  be  made  by 
RKO  as  probably  the  highlight  of  its  1939- 
40  program. 

RKO  Deal  With  Futter  for 
Duo  by  Leslie  Howard 

New  York — RKO  has  closed  a deal  with 
Walter  Futter  for  two  pictures  to  be  made 
in  England  in  which  Leslie  Howard  will 
star,  co-direct  and  co-produce.  The  first 
will  be  the  “The  Man  Who  Lost  Himself,” 
based  on  a story  by  H.  De  Vere  Stacpoole, 
and  will  be  ready  for  release  late  this  year. 

O'Connor  Heads  Annual 
Catholic  Fund  Drive 

New  York — John  J.  O’Connor,  in  charge 
of  RKO’s  circuit  operations,  has  accepted 
chairmanship  of  the  motion  picture  divi- 
sion of  the  Cardinal’s  Committee  of  the 
Laity,  which  is  the  annual  Catholic 


Around  the  Waldorf 


New  York — Harry  Seed,  Pittsburgh 
branch  manager,  used  to  hoof  around  a bit 
in  vaudeville.  When  they  miss  him  at 
the  Waldorf,  they  try  the  curb  in  front 
of  the  Palace.  He’s  probably  there  re- 
newing old  acquaintanceships. 

★ 

Harry  Decker,  as  usual,  is  sporting  a 
new  ensemble  to  knock  the  eyes  out  of  the 
delegates  to  the  convention.  It’s  said  that 
Schiaparelli  designs  Harry’s  clothes. 

★ 

Dcak  Roberts,  of  Dallas,  is  one  of  the 
best  skeet  shooters  in  the  country,  giving 
Grad  Sears  a run  for  his  skeet-shooting 
money. 

* 

Charlie  Rich  of  Buffalo  is  carrying  his 
arm  around  in  a sling.  How  he  broke  it? 
A deep,  dark  secret. 

★ 

Henry  Herbel  of  San  Francisco  is  east 
for  a two-fold  purpose.  Besides  being  a 
delegate  to  the  convention,  he  is  also  act- 
ing as  advance  man  for  the  San  Francisco 
Fair. 

No  one  will  be  surprised  to  find  Earl  Bell 
way  up  on  the  top  floor  of  the  Waldorf. 
He's  from  Denver  and  likes  the  high  alti- 
tudes. 

★ 

New  members  of  the  branch  manager 
family  who  were  appointed  last  week  are 
Sid  Rose,  now  in  Omaha,  and  William 
Shartin  from  Minneapolis.  They’re  here 
with  the  veterans. 

★ 

A1  Shmitken  is  in  from  Cincinnati  to 
tell  his  colleagues  all  about  the  beautiful 
new  offices  at  his  exchange. 

★ 

Most  of  the  boys  are  a little  sorry  be- 
cause the  convention  is  being  held  early 
this  year.  They  usually  get  in  during  the 
baseball  season  and  cover  at  least  one  of 
New  York’s  three  ball  parks  (that  in- 
cludes Brooklyn)  to  root  for  their  favorite 
teams. 

The  Canadian  contingent  is  making 
plans  to  welcome  the  King  and  Queen 
this  summer.  Sir  Joe  Plottel  or  Sir  ‘Babe’ 
Coval?  Is  it  possible? 

* 

Lew  McKenzie  is  always  disappointed 
when  he  gets  to  town.  He  says  the  fish- 
ing in  the  east  and  Hudson  rivers  can’t 
compare  with  some  of  the  whoppers  he 
pulls  out  of  those  Canadian  streams. 

* 

Look  for  Bill  Warner  in  Oscar  of  the 
Waldorf’s  office.  Bill  is  that  Kansas  City 
gent  who  dotes  on  cooking.  He  can  whip 
up  a real  meringue  in  his  spare  time. 

* s}:  * 

Warner  product  lineup  and  convention 
details  appear  on  pages  15  and  30. 


charities  drive.  This  is  the  group  George 
J.  Schaefer  headed  last  year,  and  of 
which  O’Connor  was  a member.  He  is 
presently  picking  men  from  various  key 
centers  to  aid  him  in  the  drive.  Charles 
McDonald  of  O’Connor’s  home  office  staff, 
will  supervise  the  drive  over  the  RKO 
chain. 


Film  Firm  Eye  on 
Tax  Balance  Talk 

New  York — Film  companies,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  further  information,  are  watch- 
ing with  interest  developments  in  Wash- 
ington which  point  to  a bill  permitting 
corporations  to  balance  their  losses  of  poor 
years  against  their  profits  of  good  years 
in  figm’ing  income  taxes.  Such  provisions 
were  in  effect  between  1921  and  1929. 

That  the  possibility  exists  is  admitted 
by  high  treasury  officials  in  Washington 
who  have  the  measure  under  consideration 
as  an  important  factor  in  the  Administra- 
tion’s program  of  cooperation  with  busi- 
ness. 

Uncertainty  marks  the  treasury  program 
in  wooing  business  as  it  is  understood  that 
Secretary  Morgenthau  wants  to  see  the 
extent  of  the  March  15  income  tax  col- 
lections before  deciding  what  sacrifices 
the  Treasury  can  make. 


Warner  Theatre  Meeting 
With  Sales  Convention 

New  York — Warner  theatre  executives 
will  hold  their  quarterly  meeting  Monday 
and  Tuesday  simultaneously  with  the 
Warner  sales  convention.  Joseph  Bern- 
hard,  general  manager  of  the  circuit,  re- 
turned Thursday  on  the  De  Grasse  from 
a short  vacation  in  the  British  West 
Indies,  accompanied  by  Moe  Silver,  zone 
manager  in  Albany. 

Zone  managers  who  will  attend  include 
James  Coston,  Chicago;  Nat  Wolf,  Cleve- 
land; I.  J.  Hoffman,  New  Haven;  Don 
Jacocks,  Newark;  Ted  Schlanger,  Phila- 
delphia; Harry  Kalmine,  Pittsburgh,  John 
Payette,  Washington;  Herb  Copelan,  At- 
lantic City,  and  Silver. 

Home  office  executives  will  include 
Clayton  Bond,  Ed  Hinchy,  Leonard 
Schlesinger,  Frank  Phelps,  Nat  Fellman, 
Willard  C.  Patterson,  Abel  Cigard,  W. 
Stewart  MacDonald,  Harry  Rosenquest, 
Louis  Kaufman,  Frank  Cahill,  Herman 
Maier,  Harry  Goldberg  and  Harry  Mayer. 

Bernhard  addresses  the  sales  convention 
Monday. 


Warner  Pledges  Theatre 
Assets  ior  Loan 

Washington — Assets  of  New  England 
Theatres,  First  National  ’Theatres  and 
Stanley  Co.  of  America,  plus  a mortgage 
on  the  studio  at  Burbank,  have  been  ad- 
vanced by  Warner  to  the  three  banks 
which  have  agreed  to  loan  the  company 
$6,000,000,  if  required,  for  the  redemption 
of  its  debenture  issues  maturing  in  Sep- 
tember. 

The  banks  are  Guaranty  Trust  Co.  and 
New  York  Trust  Co.,  New  York,  and  Con- 
tinental-Illinois  National  Bank  & Trust 
Co.,  Chicago.  Warner  will  pledge  all  the 
assets  of  their  three  subsidiaries  to  cover 
the  first  $3,000,000  advanced  and  then  will 
give  a mortgage  on  the  studio  for  the  re- 
maining $3,000,000  but  with  a provision 
in  the  agreement  that,  on  demand  of  the 
banks,  the  mortgage  will  be  raised  to  cover 
the  total  borrowing. 
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See  Church  Fight 
For  Censor  Stag 

Albany — Catholic  and  Protestant  church 
organizations  probably  will  oppose  any 
and  all  bills  designated  to  repeal  motion 
picture  censorship  in  New  York.  It  is  said 
that  clergymen  of  these  denominations 
generally  favor  retention  of  the  present 
setup,  imder  which  a division  of  the  state 
education  department  reviews  all  films  for 
public  exhibition  except  newsreels.  Oppo- 
sition to  censorship  repeal,  however,  will 
not  be  confined  to  church  bodies  and 
churchmen,  from  present  indications. 

A number  of  attempts  to  wipe  censor- 
ship off  the  New  York  statute  books  have 
been  made,  but  they  all  failed.  Alfred  E. 
Smith,  when  governor,  repeatedly  suggest- 
ed such  a step.  Getting  nowhere  with 
this,  he  recommended  abolition  of  the 
Commission  for  Regulation  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures established  in  1921,  and  transfer  of 
its  functions  to  the  state  education  de- 
partment. This  was  done  on  Jan.  1,  1927. 


New  Section  Proposed  to 
N.  Y.  Civil  Rights  Law 

Albany — Suspension  or  revocation  of  li- 
censes now  or  hereafter  required  for  the 
operation  of  places  of  public  accommo- 
dation, resort  or  amusement,  where  the 
holder  fails  to  make  available  to  all  per- 
sons within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York 
“equal  accommodations,  advantages  and 
facilities,”  is  called  for  in  a bill  by  Sena- 
tor Walter  J.  Mahoney  of  Buffalo.  The 
act  adds  a new  section  to  the  civil  rights 
law.  It  makes  the  granting  of  equal  ac- 
commodations a condition  for  all  such 
licenses.  Proof  of  discrimination,  initiated 
by  verified  petition  filed  with  the  proper 
state  or  local  board  or  official,  is  to  be 
followed  by  license  suspension  for  a month. 
Persistence  in  such  discrimination  may 
mean  suspension  for  a longer  period,  or 
revocation.  Theatres,  night  clubs,  hotels, 
restaurants  and  the  like  are  affected  by 
the  bill. 

Another  bill  on  equal  accommodations 
Lmder  the  civil  rights  law  adds  “public 
halls  and  public  elevators  of  buildings  and 
structures  occupied  by  two  or  more  ten- 
ants, or  by  the  owner  and  one  or  more 
tenant”  to  the  list  of  places  where  neither 
owner,  lessee,  proprietor,  superintendent, 
agent  nor  employe  can  discriminate  against 
any  persons  on  account  of  race,  creed  or 
color.  Theatres,  motion  picture  houses  and 
hotels  are  among  those  covered  by  the 
present  law. 


New  Universal  Lineup 
To  List  43  Films 

New  York — Universal  will  have  about 
43  features  next  season,  the  same  as  this 
year,  WUliam  A.  Scully,  general  sales 
manager,  said  on  his  return  Friday  from 
Honolulu  and  Hollywood.  The  short  sub- 
ject lineup  is  identical  at  about  81.  The 
company  plans  to  hold  regional  sales 
meetings  in  April. 


\^ILLIAM  J.  CLARK,  manager  of  shor, 
subjects  and  Fox  Movietone,  and  Har- 


vey B.  Day,  assistant  in  the  shorts  de- 
partment, visited  the  local  20th  Century- 
Fox  exchange.  Dan  Houlihan,  booker,  and 
Winnie  Allen,  cashier  in  Albany  office  of 
the  company,  are  back  with  stories  of 
Miami’s  beauty  and  climate  . . . J.  E.  Bird, 
of  the  Arlington,  East  Arlington,  Vt.,  was 
on  Filmrow  . . . Ditto,  Leonard  Rosenthal, 
of  the  Fifth  Avenue  and  State  in  Troy; 
Sidney  Dwore,  Schenectady  exhibitor;  John 
Augello,  of  the  Family  in  Utica;  Tom  Al- 
fieri,  of  the  Community  in  Millbrook;  Bill 
Kraemer,  Schine  booker,  who  remained  for 
several  days,  and  Frank  Williams,  Benton 


circuit  booker. 


Milton  Kusell,  Paramount  district  man- 
ager of  New  York,  paid  a visit  to  Clayton 
Eastman  and  his  staff  at  the  local  ex- 
change. Neil  Heilman,  son  of  the  owner 
of  the  Paramount  and  Royal  in  Albany, 
had  laryngitis.  Helhnan,  who  is  dad’s  as- 
sistant, will  vacation  in  Florida  . . . Nor- 
man Pearlman,  owner  of  the  Cameo  in 
Binghamton,  the  James  in  Utica,  and  a 
theatre  in  Whitney,  has  purchased  the 
Greene  in  Greene  from  Walter  Logan. 


George  Seed,  manager  of  the  Colonial  in 
Utica,  built  business  with  a 16-week  jit- 
terbug contest.  Finals,  on  Thm'sday  night, 
drew  a packed  house.  Gold  statuettes  were 
awarded  to  the  three  winners  . . . M.  A. 
Grassgreen,  district  manager  of  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, made  a flying  trip  to  Utica  and 
Oneida  . . . Beatrice  Borell,  assistant  cash- 
ier in  his  office,  has  announced  her  en- 
gagement to  James  J.  Curley,  a draftsman 
for  the  New  York  Telephone  Co.  The 
mother  of  Jack  Armm,  Columbia  salesman, 
died  suddenly  in  Newark,  N.  J.  Filmrow 
offers  condolences. 


Phil  Fox,  Columbia  manager,  visited  the 
Kallett  circuit’s  headquarters  in  Oneida 
. . . Exchanges  received  word  from  Tommy 
Martell  that  the  army  theatre  at  Madison 
Barracks,  Sacketts  Harbor,  had  been 
closed,  due  to  an  epidemic.  Bookings  were 
canceled  for  a week  at  least  . . . The  Schine 
circuit,  through  Chief  Buyer  George 
Lynch,  has  taken  “The  Lone  Ranger  Rides 
Again”  for  19  cities  and  towns  in  the  Al- 
bany division,  and  also  for  the  Buffalo 
territory.  Jack  Bellman,  Republic  east- 
ern sales  manager,  Berjiard  Mills,  Albany 
manager,  and  Joseph  Berkowitz,  Buffalo 
manager,  acted  for  the  distributor. 

Bob  Cummings,  student  booker  at 
M-G-M,  has  been  transferred  to  Chicago 
. . . Walter  Marcus,  RKO  publicity  de- 
partment, was  a I’ecent  visitor  at  the 
local  exchange,  managed  by  Bernard  G. 
Kranze  . . . Wife  of  John  Yanakos,  man- 
ager of  the  Rialto  in  Potsdam,  died  from 
a tonsil  infection.  Couple  had  been  mar- 
ried only  a year  . . . Herb  Gardner  of  the 
Bright  Spot  in  Rensselaer  is  showing  the 
boys  a shiny  new  car  . . . Mrs.  Toni  Mc- 
Namara, operating  the  Valatie  in  Valatie 
and  a theatre  in  Alexandria  Bay,  cele- 
brated a birthday  with  a fine  party.  She 
is  a member  of  Allied’s  grievance  board  in 
this  district. 

Eddie  Schnitzer,  eastern  district  mana- 
ger of  Warner  Bros.,  and  Arthur  Saxon, 
of  the  contract  department,  visited  the 


Sundag  Show  Bills 
Wilt  in  Delaware 


Wilmington  — Opposition,  sufficiently 
formidable  to  cause  one  of  two  Sunday 
show  bills  to  be  stricken  from  the  calen- 
dar of  the  house  and  the  other’s  defeat 
to  be  widely  predicted,  was  encountered 
by  the  measures  in  the  Delaware  legisla- 
ture. 

The  bill  legalizing  statewide  Sunday 
films  after  2 o’clock  and  providing  for 
a referendum,  was  removed  by  Represen- 
tative Henry  M.  Canby,  its  sponsor.  It 
drew  the  strongest  protest  of  any  bill  be- 
fore the  current  session. 

The  other  bill  legalizing  Sunday  films 
provides  for  their  showing  after  2 o’clock 
in  cities  of  over  25,000  population,  pro- 
viding it  is  ratified  by  the  voters.  This 
bill  is  before  a senate  committee  but  sena- 
tors express  the  opinion  that,  in  view  of 
the  many  protests,  it  will  be  defeated. 

Research  Council  Enters 
Formal  Duals  Protest 

San  Francisco — The  National  Motion 
Picture  Research  Council  has  gone  on  rec- 
ord as  opposing  double  features,  declares 
Dr.  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur,  president  of  Stan- 
ford University  and  head  of  the  council. 

The  action,  according  to  Wilbur,  is  not 
due  to  a desire  to  regulate  the  industry, 
but  because  diversified  programs  made  it 
unlikely  that  both  features  of  a double  bill 
would  be  of  “family”  suitability. 


Get  "Katia"  Rights 

New  York — American  distribution  to 
“Katia,”  produced  by  E.  A.  Algazy  and 
starring  Danielle  Darrieux,  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Arthur  L.  Mayer  and  Joseph 
Burstyn,  foreign  film  distributors. 


Trop  Leaves  Sherman 

Hollywood — J.  D.  Trop  has  resigned  as 
Harry  Sherman’s  production  associate, 
leaving  the  lot  next  week. 


company’s  exchange.  They  accompanied 
Manager  Paul  Krumenacher  to  Schine 
headquarters  in  Gloversville  . . . Fay 
Steinbach,  secretary  to  Maurice  A.  Sil- 
ver, upstate  zone  manager  of  Warner  Bros. 
Theatres,  has  been  sunning  in  Florida  . . . 
Kitty  Hickey,  switchboard  operator  in  the 
same  office,  has  been  ill. 

Jimmy  Spadaro,  owner  of  the  Shadow- 
land,  Ellenville,  is  ill  ...  A Sunday  skiing 
party  at  North  Creek  in  the  Adirondacks 
included  Sammy  Lazar,  Al  Nutter,  Bill 
Kraemer  and  Seth  Fields,  Schine  men  in 
Gloversville,  Alice  Smith  of  Warner  Bros, 
exchange,  and  Marion  Booth  . . . Lou 
Golding,  Fabian  division  manager,  and 
Alex  Sayles,  of  the  Palace,  arranged  a 
reserved  seat  preview  of  “Pygmalion”  for 
the  opening  night.  Only  one  showing,  at 
8:15,  with  admission  retained  at  40  cents 
for  Shaw  film  and  for  “Fast  and  Loose,” 
second  feature.  Strongly  advertised, 
“Pygmalion”  di’ew  rave  notices. 
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his  pinocle  partners  were  Moe  Sanders 
of  20th  Century-Fox  who  is  now  back  on 
the  job  in  New  York;  Seymour  Schussel 
of  Columbia,  and  Hyman  Rachmil,  who 
goes  north  in  a couple  of  days  . . . John 
Manheimer.  secretary  of  the  ITOA  of  New 
York,  is  staying  an  extra  two  weeks.  He’s 
still  weak,  but  manages  to  get  around 
. . . Rudy  Sanders,  Brooklyn  exhibitor, 
left  over  the  weekend  for  Tampa  and. 
thereafter,  returns  to  New  York  . . . Abe 
Leff,  Bronx  circuit  operator,  went  to  Nor- 
folk over  the  weekend  to  visit  his  folks. 
He  and  his  wife  reach  the  Big  Town  next 
week  . . . Maurice  Fleischman,  former  ex- 
hibitor and  now  owner  of  the  Essex  Hotel 
here,  is  down  with  a cold.  It’s  his  first 
this  season  and  a bad  one,  too  . . . Sylvia 
Sewards,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz’s  secre- 
tary at  Loew’s,  walking  up  Pennsylvania 
Ave.  with  a girl  friend.  She  leaves  over 
the  weekend  for  home  . . . Sam  Rosen  of 
the  Fabian  circuit,  is  staying  at  Jacob 
Fabian’s  home  and  apparently  is  keeping 
off  the  beaches. 

Add  Florida  visitors:  Truman  H.  Talley, 
producer  of  Movietone  News  . . . Haskell 
Masters,  Canadian  sales  manager  for  HA, 
is  mourning  the  loss  of  his  mother.  She 
was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
Miami  . . . Last  Sunday,  Will  H.  Hays  ob- 
served his  nth  anniversary  as  president 
of  the  MPPDA.  It  was  just  another  day  for 
him  . . . Jack  L.  Warner,  Grad  Sears, 
Charlie  Einfeld,  Carl  Leserman  among  the 
Warner-ites  who  took  in  the  Golden 
Gloves  finals  at  the  Garden.  They  pre- 
ceded it  with  dinner  at  the  Stork  Club  . . . 
Lester  Cowan,  producer  of  ‘‘You  Can’t 
Cheat  an  Honest  Man”  and  Ann  Ronell, 
his  wife,  are  back  in  Hollywood  . . . Sol  A. 
Rosenblatt  is  due  back  from  London  the 
end  of  the  month  . . . Bill  Ornstein  back 
from  a week  with  his  family  at  Miami 
Beach. 

Leslie  F.  Whelan,  20th-Fox’s  foreign 
publicity  director,  returns  from  the  coast 
Wednesday  where  he  has  been  on  studio 
conferences  . . . Dave  Blum,  who  holds  a 
similar  post  at  Loew’s,  is  expanding  his 
egg  business.  Dave  hopes  to  buy  the  ad- 
joining farm  to  his  place  in  New  Jersey 
. . . Bill  Rodgers,  on  the  way  from  the  coast 
now,  is  accompanied  by  his  wife  for  the 
first  time  in  two  years  and  their  nine-year- 
old  daughter.  Myrtle  Ann.  Billy  jr.,  and 
Tommy  stayed  at  home  . . . Russ  Bell, 
Monogram  art  director,  who  joined  the 
farewell  party  to  see  W.  Ray  Johnston  and 
Scott  Dunlap  off  for  the  coast,  couldn’t 
get  off  the  20th-Century  until  it  reached 
Albany. 

Harry  Mandel  is  one  of  the  few  theatre 
executives  who  lives  in  Brooklyn  and  likes 
it  ..  . George  Oshrin,  formerly  of  Loew’s, 
is  now  Comedian  Ben  Blue’s  personal 
business  representative  . . . Film  folk  in 
town  include  Edward  Arnold  and  Bennie 
Barnes  . . . Abel  Green,  managing  editor 
of  Variety,  is  aboard  the  Champlain  on  a 
West  Indies  cruise,  Arthur  “Bugs”  Baer 
and  his  family  are  also  making  the  trip 
. . . Irv  Shiffrin  and  Jimmy  Boyle  are  giv- 


ing the  RKO  publicity  department  that 
fashion  plate  look. 

Laurence  Bolognino  has  recovered  from 
an  attack  of  the  flu,  which  developed  into 
pneumonia  and  is  now  back  at  the  job 
. . . Joe  Pincus  is  vacationing  at  Holly- 
wood Beach,  Hollywood,  Fla.,  and  he’ll  be 
getting  his  fan  mail  there  for  the  next 
few  weeks  . . . Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  dis- 
trict manager,  has  returned  to  his  head- 
quarters in  Detroit  after  a South  Ameri- 
can cruise  and  is  now  in  Chicago  handling 
preliminai’y  details  with  Billy  Ferguson 
and  Jack  S.  McLeod  for  the  annual  sales 
convention  which  opens  in  the  Windy 
City,  March  19  ...  J.  Robert  Rubin  plans 
to  leave  for  the  coast  next  month  for 
studio  conferences. 

Austin  C.  Keough  is  still  trying  to  shake 
off  that  cold  and  seemingly  is  having  lit- 
tle luck  at  it  . . . Dave  Levy  apparently 
can’t  stand  the  chilly  weather  hereabouts 
after  that  Miami  sojourn  . . . Max  Feller- 
man  is  back  on  the  job  at  the  RKO  home 
office  after  taking  in  the  sunshine  at 
Miami  Beach  . . . W.  Ray  Johnston  ac- 
companied Scott  R.  Dunlap  back  to  the 
coast.  They  met  Trem  Carr  in  Kansas 
City  after  Carr  spent  a few  days  with  his 
family  in  St.  Louis  . . . Spyros  Skouras 
accompanied  S.  R.  Kent  as  far  as  Harmon 
when  the  20th-Fox  president  departed  for 
the  coast. 

Also  at  the  Golden  Gloves  final  at  the 
Garden:  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Walter  Bran- 
son, Barret  McCormick,  Phil  De  Angelis, 
Eddie  Carrier  and  Jack  Alicoate  . . . Joris 
Ivens,  co-producer  of  “The  400  Million,’’ 
documentary  dealing  with  the  “unde- 
clared” war  in  China,  flew  to  Hollywood 
over  the  weekend  to  show  his  film  for  the 
Motion  Picture  Artistes  Committee  there. 
They  made  the  request  . . . Myer  P.  Beck 
is  handling  the  campaign  for  the  forth- 
coming engagement  of  the  French  version 
of  “Snow  White”  at  the  Waldorf,  begin- 
ning April  8 . . . Joseph  McConville,  Co- 
lumbia’s foreign  sales  manager,  is  en  route 
to  Mexico  City  to  confer  with  Charles 
Roberts,  home  office  supervisor  for  Latin- 
America,  and  S.  Kusiel,  resident  manager 
in  that  city.  Thereafter,  McConville  goes 
to  Havana,  Puerto  Rico  and  Jamaica,  re- 
turning to  New  York  sometime  in  April. 


Arthur  Kelly,  John  W, 
Hicks  Back  Mar.  23 

New  York — Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  foreign  activities 
for  United  Artists,  returns  on  the  Queen 
Mary,  March  23.  Also  scheduled  to  arrive 
on  the  same  boat  is  John  W.  Hicks  jr., 
Paramount’s  foreign  chief. 

Hew  Jersey  Allied  Will 
Hear  Col.  H.  A.  Cole 

New  York — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  presi- 
dent, will  be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  New 
Jersey  unit’s  meeting  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln, 
March  13.  Cole  has  been  here  for  a week, 
but  has  made  a few  short  trips  to  other 
Allied  strongholds  during  his  stay. 


Film  Play  Backing 
Still  Is  Remote 

New  York — Financing  of  stage  plays  by 
major  companies  does  not  appear  immi- 
nent, reports  to  the  contrary,  and  may 
be  chalked  up  as  a bit  of  “wishful  think- 
ing” on  the  part  of  the  Dramatists  Guild. 

An  industry  spokesman  declares,  “the 
companies  have  no  intention  of  financing 
plays  at  any  time.  We  are  interested  in 
plays  only  when  they  prove  themselves 
worthwhile.” 

Meanwhile  negotiations  between  Sidney 
R.  Fleisher,  attorney  for  the  guild  who 
has  drawn  up  the  first  draft  of  a proposed 
contract  which  would  provide  for  the  sale 
of  plays  for  a percentage  of  their  grosses, 
and  J.  Robert  Rubin  and  Jake  Wilk  have 
come  to  a standstill. 

It  is  understood  there  are  a few  im- 
portant things  in  the  draft  which  did  not 
gain  the  full  approval  of  Rubin  and  Wilk. 
The  changes  in  the  draft  will  be  discussed 
by  the  guild  which  expects  to  meet 
shortly. 

Disclosm’e  of  the  fact  that  film  rights 
to  Philip  Barry’s  play,  “Philadelphia 
Woman,”  now  playing  in  Washington, 
have  been  sold  to  an  undisclosed  person 
on  a film-royalty  basis  gave  rise  to  re- 
ports that  Hollywood  money  would  “angel” 
Broadway  plays  again. 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time 
any  party  has  taken  advantage  of  the 
“film-royalty”  basis  embodied  in  the 
minimum  basic  agreement  which  pro- 
vides that  a producer  may  acquire  a play 
on  a royalty  basis  by  making  an  initial 
payment  and  giving  the  author  a per- 
centage of  the  receipts  grossed  by  the 
picture. 

The  party  in  question,  it  is  reported,  is 
Katharine  Hepburn,  who  besides  having 
a heavy  financial  interest  in  the  play,  is 
starring  in  it.  Howard  Hughes,  it  is  said, 
may  produce  it. 

Mayer,  Rubin,  Bernstein 
Exercise  Stock  Options 

New  York — Loew’s,  Inc.  reports  to  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
J.  Robert  Rubin  and  David  Bernstein  have 
exercised  options  to  buy  66,666  shares  of 
common  stock  at  $40  a share.  The  options 
are  equally  split  and  represents  an  addi- 
tional investment  by  them  in  the  cor- 
poration’s holdings  of  $2,666,640,  or  $888,- 
880  for  each  man. 

Chase  National  Bank  has  sold  1,000 
shares  of  its  20th  Century-Fox  stock  hold- 
ings to  Donald  L.  Brown,  according  to  a 
report  filed  with  the  SEC. 

Moscato-Brandt  Clearance 
Suit  Ended  by  Accord 

New  York — The  clearance  suit  brought 
by  Frank  Moscato,  operating  the  Polk, 
Jackson  Heights,  against  Harry  Brandt, 
operating  the  Colony,  in  the  same  suburb, 
and  20th  Century-Fox  is  off  the  supreme 
court  docket  by  stipulation.  An  agree- 
ment was  reached  when  the  case  was  set- 
tled out  of  court. 
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Independents  Meet 
Philli]  Chain  Cut 

Philadelphia — Two  downtown  indepen- 
dent theatre  houses  announced  price  re- 
ductions, first  important  move  by  them  to 
meet  the  slash  in  Warner  downtown 
houses. 

Their  action  may  lead  to  widespread 
price-cutting  throughout  the  independent 
neighborhood  field. 

The  News  Theatre,  which  shows  news- 
reels plus  a second-run  feature,  cut  its 
price  up  to  6 p.  m.  from  25  cents  to  15 
cents,  retaining  the  25-cent  rate  for  eve- 
nings. To  out  ballyhoo  the  claim  of  War- 
ner’s Palace  down  the  street  of  the  “Big- 
gest Bargain  Show  in  Town,’’  the  News 
claimed  the  “World’s  Biggest  Bargain 
Show”  and  sent  around  sandwich-sign 
carriei’s  and  a sound  truck  to  announce  it. 

The  Studio,  which  specializes  in  for- 
eign films,  cut  its  price  up  to  1 p.  m.  from 
37  cents  to  32  cents;  Sunday  afternoon 
from  57  cents  to  42  cents,  and  Sunday 
evening  from  68  cents  to  57  cents.  The 
Studio  management  was  quick  to  point 
out  it  didn’t  believe  in  price-cutting  and 
was  doing  so  only  in  places  where  the 
new  Warner  policy  was  eating  into  its 
business. 

Neighborhood  theatre  owners  were  ap- 
prehensive at  the  new  move,  fearing  they 
may  be  needlessly  stampeded  into  lower- 
ing their  prices.  Although  Warner  was 
still  claiming  boom  business  downtown  as 
a result  of  the  cut,  few  neighborhood  the- 
atre owners  thought  they  were  losing  any 
business  as  a result  of  the  reduction  in 
the  big  downtown  houses. 

Many  said  they  will  continue  a “sit- 
tight”  policy  on  prices. 


Allied  Votes  to  Combat 
Adverse  Legislation 

Albany — Local  meeting  of  the  Allied  unit 
at  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel  here  was  confined 
to  a discussion  of  adverse  theatre  legis- 
lation, with  a record  vote  to  exercise  all 
efforts  to  combat  new  proposals. 

Bills  aired  were  the  Crews-Phelps  two- 
men-in-a-booth,  the  Coudert  - Moffat 
housing  measure,  with  provisions  permit- 
ting municipalities  to  levy  a tax  on  the- 
atres and  a franchise  tax  on  outdoor  signs, 
the  Condon-McCaffery  air  conditioning 
proposal,  and  another  requiring  a perma- 
nent engineer  in  all  houses.  The  group 
decided  to  wait  until  final  adjudication 
by  the  U.  S.  supreme  court  before  taking 
action  on  an  anti-Ascap  bill. 

The  grievance  committee  will  make  its 
report  at  the  next  meeting  on  an  investi- 
gation and  proposals  for  altering  clearance 
in  this  territory. 


Manages  St.  Louis  House 

St.  Loins — Johnny  Hoeflinger,  formerly 
in  the  advertising  department  of  the  Pox 
and  St.  Louis  theatres,  has  been  named 
manager  to  the  Lafayette,  a Fanchon  & 
Marco  house. 


fjARRY  SHAPIRO  of  the  Anthony 
Wayne  Theatre,  Wayne,  worked  up  an 
amusing  stunt  in  connection  with  his  spec- 
ial midnight  showing  of  “Dracula”  and 
“Frankenstein.”  He  got  local  police  as- 
signed to  extra  duty  walking  the  jittery 
patrons  home  . . . Scoop!  Rube  Shapiro, 
scion  of  Dave  (Admiral)  will  announce 
his  engagement  soon  to  a lovely  young 
lady  who  works  for  M-G-M  . . . Jimmy 
Bloomfield,  National  Penn,  back  on  the 
job  after  a week  wrestling  with  the  flu 
...  I.  Yaffe  opened  his  Unique  Theatre 
last  week. 

Moe  Verhen,  Record,  and  Charles  Gold- 
fine,  Alden,  are  circulating  a petition  in 
behalf  of  “Harry  the  Mountie,”  popular 
traffic  cop  of  the  Vine  Street  sector.  Harry 
was  taken  off  his  horse,  sent  to  a beat 
somewhere  in  “Siberia.”  Vine  Streeters 
want  him  back  . . . The  Variety  Club 
Ladies’  Auxiliary  is  arranging  a “Queen 
for  a Day”  luncheon  at  the  clubrooms, 
when  it  will  honor  five  of  its  inembers, 
Mrs.  Louis  Davidoff,  Mrs.  Ben  Fogelman. 
Mrs.  Jack  Flynn,  Mrs.  Ben  Biben  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Biben.  Proceeds  will  go  to 
Philadelphia  General  Hospital,  Northern 
Liberties  Hospital,  Deborah  Clinic,  Mercy 
Hospital. 

Henry  Kahan,  Savoia,  got  himself  in- 
terviewed for  a Sunday  Record  feature 
story  as  the  man  who  has  seen  5,000  pic- 
tures. Tlie  5,000th  is  “Honolulu,”  soon 
to  appear  at  the  Savoia.  Secret:  It’s  all 
a buildup  for  the  picture  . . . Milton  Berle 
posed  with  hopeful  amateurs  for  news- 
paper pictures  to  boost  WB’s  Amateur 
Talent  Quest  . . . Everett  Callow,  Warners, 
arranged  a cocktail  date  for  the  press  with 
Vincent  Lopez  and  Betty  Hutton  back- 
_stage  of  the  Pox. 

The  Film  Center  Lunch  is  under  new 
management  . . . Morris  Wax,  Royal,  is  ex- 
pected back  this  week  from  Florida  . . . 
The  Shubert,  burlesque  house,  is  sched- 
uled to  close  . . . Rumor:  A big  central- 
city  theatre  is  said  by  insiders  to  be 
about  to  shut  its  doors  . . . Harry  Biben, 

Pennsylvania  Governor 
Cleans  Out  Censors 

Philadelphia  — The  Pennsylvania  state 
board  of  censors  continues  to  undergo  fir- 
ings as  the  ground  is  laid  for  new  ap- 
pointees by  Gov.  Arthur  H.  James. 

Among  those  axed  are  ten  inspectors 
and  an  assistant  censor,  Miss  Florence  Mc- 
Creesh,  daughter  of  Democratic  State  Sen- 
ator John  J.  McCreesh. 

Enforcement  of  censorship  has  been  lax 
in  Pennsylvania  due  to  depletion  of  the 
staff.  The  Harrisburg  office  is  closed  al- 
together. Almost  every  film  that  comes 
along  is  being  passed,  but  distributors  say 
it  won’t  last.  The  new  censors  will  soon 
be  in. 


Altec  Signs  Chain 

New  York — Altec  has  signed  ivith  the 
Wilmer  and  Vincent  circuit  to  service  those 
theatres  in  Allentown,  Easton,  Johnstown 
and  Reading,  Pa.,  and  Richmond,  Va. 


Variety  Club  entertainment  man,  is  ar- 
ranging a benefit  show  being  given  by 
the  “Friends  of  the  Deaf”  at  the  Broad- 
wood.  Sophie  Tucker  is  heading  the  cast. 

The  Showmen’s  Club  is  laying  plans  to 
get  a liquor  license  for  its  place  at  the  St. 
James.  Clubbers  also  are  planning  a 
testimonial  dinner  for  Ray  O’Rourke,  first 
“Star”  of  the  club.  Allen  Lewis,  present 
Star,  announced  40  new  members  have 
joined  since  last  month.  “I  hope  they’re 
better  dues-payers  than  some  persons  I 
could  name,”  said  Allen  . . . Showmen 
Clubbers  are  still  groggy-eyed  over  the 
Max  Steinhouse  stag  party. 

The  Warner  Club  is  tops  in  the  Com- 
mercial League  bowling  standings  . . . The 
Germantown  Team  is  beating  all  comers 
in  Warner’s  own  private  league  . . . Joe 
Sapsis  adhered  to  show  business  traditions 
by  opening  his  new  haberdashery  with  a 
grand  premiere  . . . Harry  Chertcoff,  Dave 
Milgram,  back  from  Florida. 

Local  M-G-M’ers  are  continuing  to  trek 
southward.  First  it  was  Tom  Connors, 
then  Ted  O’Shea,  then  S.  E.  Applegate. 
Now  Joe  Farrow,  office  manager,  joins 
them  . . . Grand  National’s  employes  here 
are  reported  dropped  from  the  payroll  . . . 
Sam  Gross,  20th-Fox,  has  dropped  busi- 
ness worries,  taken  the  Florida  road  . . . 
So  has  John  Golder,  Hollywood  Exchange 
. . . Robert  Lynch,  M-G-M,  is  all  broken 
up  over  the  death  of  his  friend  and  asso- 
ciate, Henry  Lewis. 

William  J.  Clark,  Horlacher,  presided 
at  a dinner  of  the  Pennsylvania  Motor 
Truck  Ass’7i  . . . Philadelphia  Orchestra 
members  asked  the  American  Federation 
of  Musicians  to  boycott  halls  that  bar 
Negro  musicians.  It’s  an  aftermath  of  the 
Marion  Anderson  case  . . . Dance  Hall 
operators,  alarmed  at  the  business  taken 
away  from  them  by  theatres  featuring  big 
name  bands,  will  hold  a meetmg  here  to 
see  what  they  can  do  about  it  ..  . Harry 
Weiner,  Columbia,  off  to  New  York  on 
sales  business. 

"Grand  Illusion"  Closes 
26  Weeks  at  Filmarte 

New  York — “Grand  Illusion”  terminates 
a 26-week  run  at  the  Filmarte,  March  13, 
thus  setting  a new,  all-time  record  for 
extended  runs  in  the  Broadway  sector. 
The  film  nosed  out  its  only  rival,  “Mayer- 
ling,”  which  rang  up  25  weeks  last  year 
at  the  same  house.  Both  are  French  im- 
portations. 

The  Filmarte  management  was  prepared 
to  stretch  the  film  to  30  weeks,  but  was 
forced  to  give  it  up  due  to  a commitment 
made  with  RKO.  In  the  latter  instance, 
this  marks  the  first  time  a foreign  at- 
traction has  been  booked  by  a major  cir- 
cuit here  for  the  long,  or  five-day  half, 
of  a split.  Schedule  calls  for  day  and  date 
openings  at  the  Palace  on  Broadway,  and 
Albee,  Brooklyn,  March  16,  with  the  bal- 
ance of  the  chain’s  52  houses  taking  it  one 
week  later.  The  deal  also  calls  for  17 
out-of-town  engagements. 
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Bolder  Affiliation 
Philly  Row  Hint 


Philadelphia — ^Announcement  that  ex- 
Congressman  Benjamin  F.  Golder  has 
joined  the  Warner  legal  staff  may  indi- 
cate a dispute  is  brewing  over  clearance 
policies. 

Golder  was  counsel  for  several  inde- 
pendents in  their  fights  against  the 
majors:  won  a notable  victory  in  the 
double  feature  fight  in  which  he  was  up- 
held by  the  supreme  court.  Hence  War- 
ners presumably  feel  he  will  have  the 
confidence  of  the  independents  with  whom 
he  may  have  to  negotiate  in  Warner’s 
behalf. 

No  official  statement  was  forthcoming 
about  Golder’s  assignment,  although  he 
admitted  his  job  will  be  “straightening  out 
tangles  between  independents  and  Warner 
Bros.” 

Another  indication  that  the  clearance 
dispute  was  shaping  up  to  come  out  in 
the  open  were  the  meeting  between  Col. 
Harry  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  head,  with 
Sid  Samuelson,  business  manager  for  the 
local  Allied  unit,  and  the  unit’s  special 
clearance  committee. 

A third  sign  was  the  hurried  visit  here 
of  Henderson  M.  Richey,  RKO  executive, 
who  talked  to  leaders  of  exhibitor  groups, 
including  Samuelson  and  Lewen  Pizor, 
UMPTO  chief.  None  would  reveal  what 
they  talked  about,  or  what  they’re  going 
to  do. 

Independents  said  privately  they  will 
insist  on  a change  in  the  clearance  setup 
in  the  near  future.  A number  are  said 
to  have  lawsuits  under  way. 

Possibility  of  a change  in  the  clearance 
situation  was  emphasized  when  Abe 
Sablosky’s  Arcadia  showed  "Honolulu”  only 
six  days  after  it  closed  in  Warner  Bros.’ 
Stanley.  The  Arcadia  previously  had  to 
wait  28  days  for  a film  after  it  ran  in  the 
WB’s  downtown  houses.  Three  weeks  ago 
the  Arcadia  tried  a foreign  film  policy  to 
counteract  the  scarcity  of  product. 

Larry  Mackey,  Arcadia  manager,  de- 
nied the  “Honolulu”  booking  was  an  in- 
dication his  house  was  getting  preferred 
treatment  from  exchanges. 

“It  just  happened  in  this  case,”  he  said. 
“It’s  not  a fixed  policy.” 

But  observers  pointed  out  the  Arcadia 
was  set  to  show  "Pygmalion”  next  week, 
only  ten  days  after  it  left  the  WB’s  Boyd. 
That  would  seem  to  indicate  the  Arcadia 
is  getting  some  concessions,  probably  be- 
cause its  price  schedule  is  now  as  high  as 
WB’s  big  houses,  following  the  all-around 
Warner  slash. 


National  Theatres  Is 
Quitting  Giveaways 

New  York — Charles  P.  Skouras,  Fox 
West  Coast  head,  who  is  here  attending 
the  annual  spring  meeting  of  division 
chiefs  of  National  Theatres,  states  his 
circuit  is  eliminating  all  giveaways. 

Skouras  docked  on  the  Queen  Mary 
from  an  eight-week  trip  abroad  where  he 
spent  considerable  time  with  relatives  in 
Greece. 


. REVIEW 


FLASHES  • 


LOVE  AFFAIR  (RKO)— Gilt-edged  entertain- 
ment that  will  pay  heavy  dividends  at  the 
boxoffice.  Leo  McCarey's  peerless  direc- 
tion blends  tears  and  laughter  in  a ro- 
mantic story  that  has  Charles  Boyer  and 
Irene  Dunne  emoting  in  matchless  manner. 

WITHIN  THE  LAW  (M-G-M)— Given  a face 
lift  and  a fresh  outlook  on  life,  this  vet- 
eran melodrama  still  packs  a hefty  action 
punch  although  a bit  creaky  in  the  joints. 
Can  be  relied  upon  for  able  duty  on  any 
program.  Paul  Kelly  is  the  cast's  stand- 
out. Gustav  Machaty  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 

Krellberg  Funeral  Rites 
From  Riverside  Chapel 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Riverside  Memorial  Chapel  for 
Alfred  S.  Krellberg,  well-known  film  at- 
torney who  died  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital  at 
the  age  of  36.  Krellberg  had  been  ill  for 
some  time  with  a streptococcus  infection, 
but  was  believed  well  on  his  way  toward 
recovery  when  a blood  clot  settled  on  the 
brain. 

He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Louis  and 
Mrs.  Krellberg:  a brother,  Sherman  S., 
and  two  sisters,  Mary  J.  and  Florence. 


David  Warner 

Boston — David  Warner,  brother  of  Har- 
ry, Albert  and  Jack  Warner,  died  here 
Tuesday  night  at  the  age  of  45.  He  had 
been  ill  for  25  years  with  sleeping  sickness 
and  had  never  been  active  in  any  of  the 
Warner  enterprises. 

Also  surviving  are  a daughter,  Mrs.  Rod- 
ney Upright,  and  three  sisters,  Mrs.  Harry 
Charnas,  Mrs.  Lou  Halper  and  Mrs.  David 
Robbins.  Brndal  was  at  Youngstown,  Ohio. 


Henry  W.  Lewis 

Philadelphia — Henry  W.  Lewis,  who 
handled  censorship  matters  for  M-G-M 
here,  is  dead  at  63.  At  one  time,  he  was 
chief  censor  of  the  Pennsylvania  board. 


Eleanor  A.  Shoup  Rites 

Washington — Funeral  services  were  held 
here  for  Mrs.  Eleanor  A.  Shoup,  mother  of 
Hiller  Innes,  assistant  manager  of  Para- 
mount’s New  York  production  department. 
Mrs.  Shoup  was  the  widow  of  Captain 
Aubrey  K.  Shoup,  United  States  Navy. 

Frank  Storrs  Funeral  Held 
At  West  Palm  Beach 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
Saturday  for  Frank  Vance  Storrs,  who 
died  at  West  Palm  Beach,  Wednesday,  at 
the  age  of  76.  Services  were  held  from 
the  Church  of  the  Heavenly  Rest.  Born 


UMPTO  Planning  a 
Broad  Campaign 

Philadelphia — The  UMPTO  board  of 
managers  has  laid  plans  for  a campaign 
to  boom  business  for  member  exhibitors 
and  to  fight  undesirable  trade  practices. 

Already  underway  is  a survey  of  real 
estate  assessments  on  local  theatres  as 
compared  to  other  comparable  businesses. 

“Most  theatre  owners  are  inclined  to 
accept  the  assessment  imposed  on  them, 
but  if  we  find  theatres  are  being  taxed  on 
blown-up  assessments,  we  will  campaign 
to  have  them  reduced,”  said  an  UMPTO 
official. 

Other  features  of  UMPTO’s  program  as 
announced: 

1.  Engaging  publicity  men  to  aid  mem- 
bers in  boosting  their  theatres  and  put- 
ting over  special  pictures. 

2.  Drawing  up  analyses  of  recent  court 
decisions  affecting  the  trade. 

3.  Stimulating  members  to  put  pressure 
on  legislative  representatives  in  behalf  of 
desired  laws. 

4.  Boosting  the  United  Campaign  trail- 
ers. 

Amusement  Tax  Measure 
Facing  Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia — The  old  state  amuse- 
ment tax,  dropped  during  the  Earle  ad- 
ministration, is  being  brought  up  again 
by  Republican  legislators  to  raise  unem- 
ployment relief  funds. 

Rep.  Edwin  Winner,  Montgomery  coun- 
ty, has  introduced  a bill  in  Harrisburg 
placing  a one-cent  tax  on  each  25-cent 
admission  to  motion  picture  and  legit 
theatres  and  athletic  events. 

Philadelphians  are  already  paying  a 
film  tax,  because  the  city  took  over  the 
tax  when  the  state  killed  it. 

Hitchcock  "Freelancing  " 
He  States  on  Arrival 

New  York — Alfred  Hitchcock,  consid- 
ered by  many  England’s  outstanding  di- 
rector, is  “freelancing”  now.  That’s  the 
way  he  described  his  present  status  when 
he  docked  on  the  Queen  Mary. 

Hitchcock,  who  leaves  in  a few  days  for 
a Florida  vacation,  is  scheduled  to  be  on 
the  coast  at  the  end  of  the  month  where 
he  will  direct  “Rebecca”  for  Selznick-In- 
ternational.  Questioned  about  “Titanic,” 
Hitchcock  says  the  picture  is  still  in  the 
offing. 

Brandt  to  Play  $25,000  in 
Paramount  Reissues 

New  York — Paramount’s  Brooklyn  and 
New  York  exchanges  have  closed  with  the 
Harry  Brandt  circuit  to  play  $25,000  worth 
of  reissues  during  the  company’s  Four  Star 
sales  drive. 

Shauss,  he  had  changed  his  name  during 
the  World  War. 

Storrs  was  identified  with  Walter  Reade 
in  many  of  the  latter’s  theatre  building 
ventures.  He  also  was  the  founder  of  the 
New  York  Theatre  Program  Corp. 
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PRODUCERS  CONSENT  TO  RARGAIN  WITH  SWG; 
SCREEN  PLAYWRIGHTS  ARE  STHMRLING  BLOCK 


New  York  Labor  Parleys  Held 
Back  by  Coast  Developments 


Rapid-fire  developments  pointing  firm- 
ly toward  peace  with  both  the  Screen 
Writers  and  Screen  Directors  Guild,  as 
well  as  a trio  of  smaller  independent  film 
unions  have  so  crowded  the  calendar  of 
the  Hays  office  labor  liaison  attaches 
that  a further  postponement  of  plans  for 
participating  in  the  producer-labor  basic 
agreement  conferences,  to  be  held  in  New 
York,  has  been  ordained.  Date  of  the  con- 
ferences, therefore,  is  still  in  the  nebulous 
futui’e. 

Plans  for  Hollywood  participation  in  the 
industry’s  Golden  Jubilee  celebration,  now 
being  drafted  in  the  east,  were  discussed 
at  a meeting  of  studio  publicity  directors 
at  the  Hays  office.  Robert  Taplinger, 
publicity  director  at  Warner’s,  introduced 
a resolution  urging  widespread  coopera- 
tion in  the  studios  with  the  celebration. 

Nearing  completion  as  the  industry’s 
contribution  to  the  San  Francisco  Golden 


Gate  Exposition  and  the  New  York 
World’s  Fair,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
producers  association,  is  a feature-length 
film  comprising  excerpts  from  more  than 
200  features  and  24  short  subjects  pro- 
duced during  the  past  25  years,  presenting 
highlights  of  American  history.  Titled 
“America,”  the  picture  is  being  handled 
by  William  H.  Pine,  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  as- 
sociate producer,  aided  by  Herbert  Moul- 
ton of  Paramount.  Jeanie  Macpherson 
and  Jesse  Lasky  jr.  wrote  the  story  which 
weaves  together  the  clips.  Malcolm  St. 
Clair  is  directing  the  tiein  sequences  with 
a cast  comprising  Mischa  Auer,  Spring 
Byington,  Richard  Cromwell,  Virginia 
Grey,  Billy  Lee,  Florence  Roberts,  Lynne 
Overman  and  John  Litel. 

Two  versions  are  being  made — the  film 
destined  for  the  San  Francisco  Fair  plac- 
ing a particular  emphasis  on  the  develop- 
ment of  Western  America. 


Additions  Made  to 
Patriotic  List 

Bit  by  bit,  Hollywood’s  film-making 
plants  are  adding  new  titles  to  the  num- 
ber of  patriotically-inclined  pictures  listed 
for  production  and  release  during  the  next 
few  months. 

Latest  addition  to  the  lineup  is  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  where  Producer  Harry  Joe 
Brown  has  the  research  department  dig- 
ging for  data  in  preparation  for  filming 
a story  based  on  President  Roosevelt’s  re- 
cent plea  for  a strengthened  national  air 
defense,  tentatively  titled  “20,000  Men  a 
Year.”  At  the  same  studio  rapid  prepara- 
tory progress  is  being  made  on  “East 
Side,  West  Side,”  a refugee  story  which 
will  hit  the  cameras  within  a few  weeks 


as  a Sol  Wurtzel  production.  Ricardo 
Cortez  has  been  assigned  to  direct. 

Columbia,  which  in  recent  weeks  has 
evinced  growing  interest  in  topics  Ameri- 
can as  film  fare,  has  decided,  neverthe- 
less, to  set  back  production  of  “The  Tree 
of  Liberty,”  the  Elizabeth  Page  novel,  un- 
til next  fall  slotting  it  as  the  first  of  the 
company’s  important  1940-41  releases. 
Delay  was  occasioned  because  Frank 
Lloyd,  who  will  produce  and  direct,  will 
not  be  available  until  his  next  Paramount 
chore,  “Ruler  of  the  Seas,”  is  completed 
— probably  not  until  mid-summer. 

Warner  is  augmenting  its  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy,”  now  nearing  completion, 
by  adding  H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  noted  radio 
commentator  who  covered  the  Czechoslo- 
vakian crisis  last  fall,  to  the  cast.  Roll- 
ing this  week  as  another  espionage  drama 
on  the  Burbank  lot  was  “Enemy  Agent,” 
in  which  Leon  Turrou,  former  G-Man  who 
acted  as  technical  advisor  on  the  “Nazi 
Spy”  story,  will  have  a part. 


NLRB  Sets  Machinery  in 
Motion  to  Arrange 
Negotiations 

The  Screen  Writers  Guild  has  apparent- 
ly won  its  long  battle  for  recogniaon  as, 
in  the  opening  days  of  its  scheduled  hear- 
ing before  the  national  labor  relations 
board,  producer  attorneys  signified  the 
film  companies  are  willing  to  begin  bar- 
gaining negotiations  with  the  scripters’ 
union.  The  NLRB  at  once  set  machinery 
in  motion  to  specify  conditions  under 
which  the  bargaining  will  get  under  way. 

Still  a stumbling  block,  however,  is  the 
producers’  contention  that  their  contract 
with  the  Screen  Playwrights,  Inc.,  is  valid, 
with  producer  counsel  expressing  doubt  as 
to  what  steps  will  be  taken  in  that  line 
pending  the  natural  expiration  of  the  SP 
agreement. 

Handle  Negotiations 

Darryl  Zanuck,  E.  J.  Mannix  and  Hal 
Wallis,  together  with  the  producer  at- 
torneys, will  negotiate  the  working  agree- 
ment with  Leonard  Janofsky,  SWG  coun- 
sel; Charles  Brackett,  Donald  Ogden  Stew- 
art, Sheridan  Gibney,  Lillian  Heilman, 
Philip  Dunne  and  Mary  McCall. 

Virtual  accord  between  the  producers 
and  the  Screen  Directors  Guild  has  also 
been  reached.  After  a lengthy  conference, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  president  of  the  pro- 
ducers association,  issued  a statement  de- 
claring only  “a  few  exceptions”  stand  in 
the  way  of  complete  peace  and  the  sign- 
ing of  a working  agreement.  Most  of  the 
SDG’s  demands  have  been  granted,  and  a 
final  draft  of  the  working  code  is  now 
being  made,  to  be  submitted  to  both  groups 
for  their  approval  shortly.  The  pact  pro- 
vides for  an  80  per  cent  Guild  shop,  gives 
directors  more  time  in  preparation,  a voice 
in  casting,  supervision  of  cutting,  and 
calls  for  setting  up  arbitration  machinery 
to  iron  out  disputes.  Assistant  directors 
and  unit  managers  will  receive  wage 
boosts. 

Other  producer-labor  peace  moves  in- 
clude tentative  approval  by  the  producers 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Hollywood  "Showing 
Off"  Films  Again 

The  spring  season  is  witnessing  a wide- 
spread revival  for  the  first  time  in  sev- 
eral years  of  the  lavish,  expensive  and 
farflung  exploitation  junkets  to  scattered 
points  on  the  map  by  which  the  studios 
are  introducing,  either  as  press  previews 
or  world  premieres,  some  of  their  more 
important  new  season  offerings — and  at 
which  the  film-makers  play  host  to  the 
trade  press  and  newspaper,  syndicate  and 
broadcasting  commentators  on  news  and 
features  emanating  from  Hollywood.  Three 
such  projects  are  on  the  fire  for  the  near 
future. 

Typical  of  the  scope  of  these  enterprises 
is  the  announcement  that  20th  Century- 
Fox’s  “The  Story  of  Alexander  Graham 
Bell”  will  be  given  its  combined  world 
premiere  and  press  preview  at  the  San 
Francisco  International  Exposition,  direc- 
tors of  the  fair  having  set  aside  March  29 
as  “20th  Century-Fox”  day.  The  studio  is 
chartering  a special  train  to  transport 
Hollywood  newshawks  to  the  Bay  City,  in 
addition  to  members  of  the  cast  of  the 
picture  and  company  executives;  and  the 
film  city  correspondents,  as  well  as  cover- 
ing the  picture,  will  be  guests  of  the  ex- 
position during  the  morning  and  evening. 

Paramount  will  employ  a similar  pro- 
cedure. on  an  even  more  extensive  scale, 
when  Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  “Union  Pacific” 
is  given  its  initial  screening  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  April  28.  Although  not  officially 
decided  upon  as  yet,  studio  attaches  de- 
clare in  all  probability  a number  of  Hol- 
lywood press  correspondents  will  be 
aboard  a special  train  heading  for  the 
premiere.  As  added  exploitation,  the 
Paramount  advertising  department  has 
worked  out  a stunt  whereby  an  1869  model 
locomotive  and  cars,  hauled  by  the  U.  P.’s 
latest  steam-electric  locomotive,  will  visit 
33  key  cities  throughout  the  nation  as  a 
traveling  museum  of  historical  relics  and 
an  illustration  of  70  years  of  railroad 
progress.  After  the  world  premiere  of  the 
picture,  the  arrival  of  the  train  in  each 
city  will  serve  to  launch  showings  of  the 
picture. 

DeMille  is  sending  a complete  baggage- 
car  loaded  with  generating  equipment  to 
light  up  Omaha  in  typical  Hollywood 
fashion  for  the  premiere,  which  will  be 
staged  simultaneously  in  thi-ee  theatres. 

Next  on  schedule,  tentatively  in  May, 
will  be  Warner’s  premiere  of  “Dodge  City” 
in  Dodge  City,  Kas.  For  this  occasion, 
Hollywood  news  correspondents  will  travel 
eastward  as  guests  of  the  studio,  to  cover 
the  film’s  debut,  participate  in  the  “Fron- 
tier Days”  celebration  being  planned  by 
the  Dodge  City  chamber  of  commerce, 
and  mingle  with  such  stars  as  Errol  Flynn, 
Olivia  de  Havilland,  Ann  Sheridan  and 
others  who  will  be  on  hand.  Perc  West- 
more,  studio  makeup  chief,  will  take  a 
complete  makeup  crew  to  beautify  not 
only  the  company’s  feminine  stars,  but 
newspaperwomen  guests. 

The  last  time  such  a junket  was  sched- 
uled, with  Hollywood  correspondents  par- 
ticipating, was  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
world  premiere  of  Warner’s  “Gold  Is 


Where  You  Find  It”  in  Weaverville,  Cal. 
Since  that  time,  and  until  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  Paramount  entered  the  scene, 
the  Burbank  studio  has  staged  premieres 
in  various  localities  of  such  pictures  as 
"White  Banners,”  “Brother  Rat,”  “Wings 
of  the  Navy”  and — only  last  week — a dual 
premiere  in  Oklahoma  City  and  Tulsa  of 
“The  Oklahoma  Kid.”  In  these  instances, 
however,  the  studio  limited  the  free  train- 
rides  to  stars  and  company  executives. 


Up  With  Small — 

Behind  his  desk  here  is  George  Bruce, 
recently  elevated  to  a -producer-writer 
post  by  Edward  Small,  releasing  his 
aims  through  United  Artists.  Bruce’s 
first  assignment  will  be  “Kit  Carson, 
Avenger,”  to  be  followed  by  “My  Son, 
My  Soil!”  the  Howard  Spring  novel. 
Bruce  scripted  Small’s  first  two  UA 
productions,  “King  of  the  Turf”  and 
“The  Duke  of  West  Point.” 


Producers  Consent  to 
Bargain  With  SWG 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

of  working  agreements  with  the  set  de- 
signers, script  clerks  and  film  editors. 

Marked  by  the  announcement  that 
George  Browne,  president  of  the  lATSE, 
is  due  in  next  week  to  get  a first-hand 
glimpse  of  the  situation,  a superior  court 
hearing  is  underway  on  the  factual  fight 
within  the  ranks  of  lA  local  37.  Present 
officers  of  the  local  are  accused  by  James 
Shaw,  a member  of  the  union,  with  being 
illegally  elected,  guilty  of  mismanagement 
and  misuse  of  funds,  Shaw  demanding  an 
accounting  and  appointment  of  a receiver. 
Browne  recently  granted  autonomy  to 
Local  37  and  four  other  lA  unions. 

Screen  Actors  Guild  and  Artists  Man- 
agers Guild  negotiating  committees  have 
again  postponed  their  scheduled  meetings 
to  further  consider  the  SAG’s  agent- 
licensing plan,  both  groups  indicating  they 
wish  to  give  the  matter  further  individual 
study. 


Yates  at  Republic 
On  Winter  Visit 

Delayed  a few  days  when  he  decided  to 
stop  over  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  for  a short 
rest,  Herbert  Yates  has  checked  in  at  Re- 
public for  his  annual  winter  visit.  Execu- 
tive conferences  concerning  plans  for  the 
new  season,  a survey  of  the  current  status 
of  the  1938-39  program,  a look  at  “Man 
of  Conquest,”  now  virtually  completed, 
and  other  duties  are  on  the  calendar  for 
the  chairman  of  the  company’s  board  of 
directors.  Yates  will  personally  supervise 
cutting  of  “Man  of  Conquest,”  the  studio’s 
biggest  production  undertaking  to  date. 

W.  Ray  Jolinston,  president,  and  Scott 
Dunlap,  production  head  of  Monogram, 
have  returned  from  New  York,  where  they 
attended  the  company’s  annual  stockhold- 
ers’ meeting.  The  executives  intend,  dur- 
ing the  next  few  weeks,  to  map  out  Mono- 
gram’s 1939-40  schedule,  to  be  announced 
at  the  annual  sales  meeting  in  May. 

Their  business  here  nearly  at  an  end, 
W.  A.  Scully  and  William  Heineman,  gen- 
eral and  western  sales  manager,  respec- 
tively, for  Universal,  were  to  entrain  for 
New  York  after  several  days  of  studio  con- 
ferences with  Cliff  Work,  Matty  Pox  and 
other  executives  regarding  the  1939-40 
production  lineup. 

Jack  L.  Warner  and  Hal  Wallis  were  to 
leave  for  New  York  to  attend  the  annual 
Warner  sales  convention  there  March 
13-14. 

Business  in  connection  with  the  lawsuit 
filed  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  against  United 
Artists  called  James  Roosevelt,  Goldwyn’s 
vice-president,  to  New  York.  He  was  due 
to  remain  only  a few  days. 

Warner  expects  Norman  Moray,  Vita- 
phone  sales  manager  headquartering  in 
New  York,  to  check  in  at  the  studio  within 
three  weeks  to  confer  with  Burbank  exec- 
utives on  the  short  subjects  program  for 
the  new  season.  Plans  will  be  made  for  a 
minimum  of  12  two-to-four  reelers  dealing 
with  historical  subjects,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  quota  of  brief  musicals  and  other 
shorts. 

Checking  in  simultaneously  with  Yates 
at  Republic  was  James  R.  Grainger, 
president  of  Republic  Pictures,  Inc.,  and 
general  sales  manager.  Grainger,  Yates 
and  M.  J.  Siegel,  studio  chief,  will  map 
plans  for  forthcoming  sales  meetings  at 
which  the  company’s  1939-40  product 
lineup  will  be  announced. 

Simxilar  chores  confront  Sidney  R.  Kent 
and  Herman  Wobber,  president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  respectively,  of  20th 
Century-Fox,  who  are  currently  at  the 
studio  and  slated  to  huddle  with  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  Darryl  Zanuck,  William 
Goetz  and  other  company  officials. 

Pandro  Berman,  RKO  Radio’s  produc- 
tion head,  has  journeyed  to  New  York 
to  discuss  the  studio’s  production  setup 
for  the  coming  year.  Accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Berman,  he  will  remain  east  for 
about  three  weeks. 


A1  Werker  to  Direct 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  assigned  A1 
Werker  to  direct  “It  Could  Happen  to 
You,”  which  David  Hempstead  will  produce. 
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N THE  occasion  of  the  local  press 
showing  of  Alexander  Korda’s 
“Prison  Without  Bars,”  Walter 
Wanger  provided  an  additional  entertain- 
ment treat  by  showing  “The  President 
Vanishes,”  which  he  produced  for  Para- 
mount more  than  five  years  ago. 


Since  reissues  are  playing  an  impres- 
sive part  in  current  exhibition  practices. 
Paramount  is  definitely  overlooking  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  profit  and  ser- 
vice by  not  making  the  Wanger  produc- 
tion available  to  showmen  and  the  pub- 
lic at  this  time.  Here  is  a picture 
equipped  to  fit  ideally  into  the  unofficial 
Americanization  campaign  to  which  most 
of  the  major  companies  are  contributing 
their  best  efforts.  In  fact,  it  could  be  no 
more  apropos  if  it  were  deliberately  de- 
signed for  that  purpose  and  produced  to- 
day. A powerful  preachment  against  the 
“isms”  and  ideologies  which  are  prece- 
dentally  and  ominously  extant  in  Amer- 
ica, a convincing  expose  of  the  stupidity 
of  mass  hysteria,  the  feature  is  so  timely 
that  it  becomes  prophetic  when  its  birth- 
date  is  considered.  In  no  way  or  detail  is 
it  dated;  a distinction  and  advantage 
over  most  of  the  reissues  which  have 
found  their  way  to  the  theatre  screens 
during  recent  months.  The  cast  includes 
a number  of  Thespics  who  are  still  enjoy- 
ing the  peak  of  their  popularity.  Arthur 
Byron  is  in  the  title  role  and  in  support 
are  found  such  favorites  as  Rosalind  Rus- 
sell, Andy  Devine  and  Charley  Grapewin. 


If  there  is  need  for  the  message  of 
Americanism  which  is  becoming  an  in- 
creasingly important  factor  in  modern 
production  planning,  if  there  is  justifica- 
tion for  and  profit  in  the  reissue  policy, 
then,  certainly,  “The  President  Vanishes” 
should  be  emblazoned  on  the  nation’s  mar- 
quees without  further  delay. 


SPEARHEADS 


announcement,  had  the  idea  in  scripting 
stages. 

It  isn't  the  first  time,  however,  that  hys- 
terical headlines  have  caused  master  minds 
of  the  motion  picture  industry  to  stomp  on 
each  other's  toes  in  their  anxiety  to  be 
first  on  record  with  announced  plans  to 
dramatize  on  celluloid  world-rocking  events 
— which,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  never 
materialized. 


One  hundred  new  telephone  lines  have 
been  installed  at  M-G-M,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  extensions  emanating 
from  the  main  switchboard  to  1,000. 

The  Santa  Anita  influence.  Let  no  em- 
ploye be  delayed  or  inconvenienced  m 
making  quick  cojinections  with  his  book- 
maker. 

What  ever  happened  to  the  plans  an- 
nounced by  Warner  and  Columbia  under 
which  both  studios  declared  they  were 
speeding  preparations  to  film  stories  based 
on  the  Musica-Coster-McKesson  Drug  scan- 
dal which  had  the  nation  in  a turmoil  some 
months  ago? 

Warner,  first  away  from  the  wire,  set  scrip- 
ters  to  work  on  a revise  of  "The  Match  King," 
made  several  years  previously;  titled  the 
new  effort  "The  Drug  King;"  had  a cast 
tentatively  lined  up  and  a director  assigned; 
and  publicly  announced  the  film  would  get 
into  work  within  a few  weeks.  Columbia  did 
not  plunge  quite  so  heavily,  although  it  was 
reportedly  seeking  Edward  G.  Robinson  for 
the  starring  role  and  also,  according  to 


The  entertainment  world  could  do  nicely 
with  a few  more  Eddie  Cantors.  Cantor 
merits  unqualified  accolades  for  his  cour- 
ageous outspokenness  when  it  was  reported 
that  representatives  of  the  German  gov- 
ernment might  lodge  a formal  protest  with 
Golden  Gate  Exposition  officials  as  a re- 
sult of  Cantor’s  stage  show  at  the  fair,  in 
which  the  banjo-eyed  comic  and  his 
troupe  have  been  lampooning  Nazi  gov- 
ernment officials  and  policies  with  sly  and 
bi’oad  wisecracks. 

One  observation  in  Comedian  Cantor’s 
reply  to  the  muzzling  threat  bears  repeti- 
tion and  might  serve  admirably  as  a 
watchword  for  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try: 

“All  I ask  for  are  the  same  privileges 
given  to  the  members  of  the  German 
bund — free  speech.” 


Every  time  it  appears  that  the  industry 
has  exhausted  every  conceivable  celluloid 
interpretation  of  the  activities  of  Federal 
sleuths,  some  enterprising  picture-thinker- 
upper  bobs  up  with  still  another.  There 
loere  “G-Men”  and  “G-Women,”  and  now 
RKO  Radio  is  making  “G-Dog.” 

Gee  whiz! 


Tops  and  Taperings 


After  plucking  weakly  at  the  coverlets 
for  a week,  Hollywood’s  preview  business 
showed  a marked  improvement  in  quanti- 
ty— if  not  quality.  Seven  features  were 
debuted  for  the  gratification  of  the  gratu- 
ity grabbers,  only  two  of  which — Para- 
mount’s “Never  Say  Die”  and  M-G-M’s 
“Ice  Follies  of  1939” — rated  as  suitable 
top-billing  material. 

The  Paramount  offering  qualified  as  the 
best  of  the  week.  It  is  fast-moving  ro- 
mantic comedy,  with  Bob  Hope  and 
Martha  Raye  as  the  headlining  buffoons 
in  delightfully  droll  performances  which 
will  establish  them  more  firmly  than  ever 
as  a well-matched  screen  duo.  They  were 
given  a cunningly-contrived  and  gag- 
loaded  script  from  the  typewriters  of  Don 
Hartman,  Prank  Butler  and  Preston 
Sturges  to  work  with,  and  benefit  addi- 
tionally from  skillful  direction  by  Elliott 
Nugent.  The  film’s  appeal  as  a general 
audience  attraction  should  guarantee  it  a 
spot  among  high  grossers  of  the  spring 
season. 

For  all  the  lavishness  with  which  it  was 


endowed,  Metro’s  skating  spectacle  can- 
not be  rated  as  much  more  than  average, 
with  the  exception  of  a gorgeously- 
mounted  ice  extravaganza,  magnificently 
photographed  in  Technicolor,  which  is  not 
only  the  fUm’s  highlight  but  must  be 
counted  one  of  the  most  pretentious  and 
outstanding  cinematic  creations  in  months. 
Joan  Crawford  strikes  her  usual  Thespic 
pace  and,  oddly  enough,  skates  but  little; 
while  Director  Reinhold  Schunzel,  in  his 
second  American  start,  proves  adequate  if 
not  inspired. 

* * * 

Gangdom  in  various  degrees,  from  com- 
edy to  melodrama,  established  the  motif 
for  no  less  than  three  of  the  week’s  crop. 
Best  of  the  batch  was  "Warner’s  “Black- 
well’s Island,”  still  another  in  the  seem- 
ingly endless  parade  of  penitentiary  pic- 
tures from  the  Burbank  studio,  which 
should  smash  through  for  satisfactory  re- 
ception because  of  first-rate  performances, 
unlagging  action  and  canny  production 
handling.  More  discerning  audiences  may 
brand  several  story  situations  as  border- 


ing on  the  extreme,  but  in  the  main 
Scripter  Crane  Wilbur,  Director  William 
McGann  and  Producer  Bryan  Foy  can  be 
credited  with  turning  out  a well-rounded 
bundle  of  genuine  entertainment. 

Somewhere  along  the  line  in  the  mak- 
ing of  Columbia’s  “The  Lady  and  the 
Mob”  a cog  slipped  and  threw  what  could 
conceivably  have  been  a surprise  hit  out 
of  gear.  As  it  stands,  the  feature  is 
passably  funny,  but  completely  unbeliev- 
able— for  which  Scenarists  Richard  Mai- 
baum  and  Gertrude  Purcell,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  logical  culprits,  must  take 
the  rap.  Too,  Ben  Stoloff’s  direction  is 
none-too-well  paced.  Probably  the  great- 
est single  achievement  is  a deftly-shaded 
performance  by  Pay  Bainter,  dominating 
a generally  competent  cast.  Fred  Kohl- 
mar  held  the  production  reins. 

Partially  alleviated  by  the  acting  en- 
deavors of  Preston  Foster  and  Irene  Her- 
vey.  Universal’s  “Society  Smugglers”  is 
nevertheless  as  hackneyed  and  unre- 
deemed an  example  of  low-bracket  fodder 
(Continued  on  page  49) 
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Plays  ....  Possibilities 


New  York — The  new  plays,  what  they 
are  a7id  what  the  critics  think  about 
them: 

"The  Swing  Mikado" 

Number  68.  This  is  a Federal  Theatre 
project,  described  as  a “1939  version”  of 
the  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  operetta  with  a 
Negro  cast.  Harry  Minturn  conceived  and 
staged  it.  Sammy  Dyer  and  Hazel  Davis 
arranged  the  dances;  Viola  Hill  handled 
vocal  direction  and  Gentry  Warden  the 
“swing”  arrangements.  Scenery  is  by 
Clive  Rickabaugh:  costumes  by  John 
Pratt  and  lighting  by  Oscar  Ryan.  The 
play  opened  at  the  New  Yorker  Theatre, 
March  1,  with  a cast  which  included  Her- 
man Greene,  Gladys  Boucree,  Maurice 
Cooper,  Mabel  Walker,  Edward  Fraction. 
The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — . . . 
localized  on  a coral  island  in  the  Pacific 
. . . colorful  and  picturesque  . . . Outstand- 
ing in  the  cast  is  Maurice  Cooper  as 
Nanki-Poo  . . . Herman  Greene  is  quite 
the  pleasantest  executioner  ...  a gay, 
joyous  and  refreshing  novelty. 

Burns  Mantle,  Daily  News  (three  stars) 
— There  is  a good  deal  left  of  "The  Mi- 
kado” in  the  swing  version  . . . Only  occa- 
sionally do  they  go  to  town. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
. . . lively,  picturesque  and  admirably 
sung  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  show  that  can 
meet  the  D’Oyly  Carte  experts  on  their 


own  ground  and  show  them  something  in 
the  fine  American  field  of  trucking. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — 
When  they  really  swing  it  the  show  goes 
crazy  with  the  heat  and  works  up  an  out- 
landish and  sometimes  hilarious  fascina- 
tion. When  it  follows  Sullivan’s  music 
exactly,  which  is  most  of  the  time,  it  is 
merely  an  indifferent  blackface  “Mikado” 
with  bizarre  costumes  and  sets. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — . . . when- 
ever the  “Swing  Mikado”  is  swung,  it  is 
grand  good  fun  . . . But  in  between  times 
there  are  long,  long  stretches  which  make 
one  wish  even  for  the  Milton  Aborn  troupe. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — Except  for  the 
occasional  breaks,  it  is,  up  until  the  last 
20  minutes,  striking  to  look  at  and  richly 
and  warmly  sung,  but  not  particularly  ex- 
ceptional. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — If  they  are 
going  to  swing,  let  them  swing  the  whole 
thing  with  abandon,  for  these  are  the 
folks  who  can  do  it. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
For  the  rest  of  us,  who  like  a little  novelty 
now  and  then,  it  is  an  experience  not  to 
be  missed.  It  has  its  faults  . . . The  danc- 
ing is  exciting  and  the  singing  beyond  re- 
proach . . . The  whole  effect,  if  you  don’t 
get  too  serious  about  it,  is  tremendously 
humorous. 

"Close  Quarters" 

Number  69.  In  three  acts  by  Gilbert 
Lennox,  derived  from  “Attentat”  by  W.  O. 


Hammons  to  Leave 
For  GN  Meeting 

Expected  departure  for  New  York  of 
Earle  W.  Hammons,  Grand  National  presi- 
dent, signifies  a change  of  background 
for  the  conferences  concerning  company 
finances  and  production  plans  which  have 
been  underway  here  for  the  past  two 
weeks,  with  Hammons,  Jack  Skirball,  pro- 
duction chief,  Franklyn  Warner,  presi- 
dent of  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  and  Loyd 
Wright,  GN  trustee,  in  on  the  huddles. 

Hammons,  studio  attaches  believed,  would 
make  no  comment  as  to  decisions  reached 
in  the  parleys  until  he  reaches  New  York, 
where  Skirball,  who  left  last  week,  is  al- 
ready awaiting  him. 

Attorney  Sam  Wolf,  representing  cer- 
tain creditors  of  the  old  GN,  has  con- 
firmed Skirball’s  vigorous  denial  that  the 
company  is  being  pressed  for  action  by 
those  creditors.  Wolf  scouting  reports  that 
he  was  pressuring  the  GN  president  by 
declaring  that,  to  the  best  of  his  belief, 
his  clients  concm'  in  Skirball’s  sentiments 
that  there  is  no  cause  for  alarm  in  GN’s 
present  stalemate. 

Production  on  the  lot,  however,  is  at  a 
standstill.  Next  slotted  to  roll  is  a Max 
Baer  musical  western.  Coronado,  releas- 
ing through  GN,  is  on  location  with  a 
pair  of  cowgirl  sagebrushers,  with  no  work 


"Bell"  Initial  Film  lor 
Exposition  in  Frisco 

First  pictm’e  to  be  shown  at  the  San 
Francisco  International  Exposition  will  be 
20th  Centui'y-Fox’s  “The  Story  of  Alex- 
ander Graham  Bell,”  which  will  be  given 
its  initial  showing  at  an  official  press 
preview  in  the  Western  States  auditorium 
March  29.  The  studio  is  chartering  a spe- 
cial train  to  transport  Hollywood  press 
representatives  to  the  fair,  where  they 
will  not  only  view  the  picture  but  will 
also  be  guests  of  exposition  officials. 

The  20th  Centm’y-Fqx  picture,  starring 
Don  Ameche  and  Loretta  Young,  was  se- 
lected as  a “significant  and  outstanding 
achievement  in  the  world  of  modern  prog- 
ress” by  Harris  D.  H.  Connick,  chief  di- 
rector of  the  exposition.  Zanuck  express- 
ed appreciation  by  declaring  his  company 
is  “indeed  proud  of  the  great  honor.” 

“The  Story  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell” 
was  directed  by  Irving  Cummings  and  is 
the  initial  20th  Century-Fox  picture  to 
bear  the  Cosmopolitan  Productions  label. 


"Seas"  for  Fairbanks 
Paramount  has  signed  Douglas  Fair- 
banks jr.  to  star  in  “Ruler  of  the  Seas,” 
which  Frank  Lloyd  will  produce  and  di- 
rect. Picture  rolls  April  10. 


at  the  studio  scheduled.  Steve  Szekeley, 
Hungarian  director  under  contract  to  GN, 
has  returned  from  a Mexican  trip  and  is 
preparing  to  roll  “Miracle  of  Main  Street.” 


Anti-Air  Partisans 
Hail  Penner  Exit 

Announcement  that  Joe  Penner  will  bite 
the  dust  after  March  30  as  an  air  enter- 
tainer, at  least  for  his  present  sponsor, 
is  being  hailed  in  some  quarters  as  an- 
other victory  for  exhibitors  in  their  war- 
fare against  what  they  term  unfair  com- 
petition through  the  radio  activities  of 
film  playei’S,  although  the  Benton  and 
Bowles  agency  which  handles  the  Penner 
account  officially  explains  its  demise  as 
due  to  a too-heavy  production  budget. 

At  RKO  Radio,  where  Penner  is  under 
contract  as  a featured  comedian,  what  lit- 
tle reaction  could  be  gained  pointed  to 
confirmation  of  the  agency’s  explanation 
rather  than  to  the  premise  that  pressure 
from  showmen  had  caused  executives  of 
the  company  to  emulate  Darryl  Zanuck, 
of  20th  Century-Fox,  who  withdrew  Ty- 
rone Power  and  Alice  Faye  from  radio  in 
answer  to  pleas  from  theatre  owners.  Both 
agency  and  studio  attaches  ventured  it  as 
their  prediction  that  Penner’s  retirement 
will  be  only  temporary,  as  he  is  a veteran 
radio  showman.  Penner  will  have  com- 
pleted a 26-week  stint  when  he  parts  com- 
pany with  his  present  sponsors. 


Somin.  Leo  Bulgakov  staged  in  settings 
by  Watson  Barratt.  Ann  Seranne  and 
Edmund  L.  Anderson  produced  by  ar- 
rangement with  the  Shuberts  at  the  John 
Golden,  March  6.  The  cast  includes  only 
two  players,  Elena  Miramova  and  Leo 
Chalzel.  The  critics: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — It  has  to  do  with  a 
wife  suspected  by  her  husband  of  having 
killed  a political  leader  . . . Finally,  after 
two  acts  of  bitterness,  both  take  their  lives 
. . . Such  a play  . . . demands  superb  act- 
ing. And  it  doesn’t  get  it. 

B.  M.,  Daily  News  (two  stars) — . . . 
not  good  enough.  Written  and  played 
feverishly  for  melodramatic  suspense,  it 
wears  itself  out  by  the  middle  of  the  last 
act  and  from  there  on  has  to  be  pushed 
toward  a conclusion  which  for  some  time 
has  been  obvious. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — My  choice 
for  the  two  parts  woud  be  Zorina  and  W. 
C.  Fields,  although  a minority  opinion  was 
holding  out  for  Smith  and  Dale  during 
the  first  night  intermissions. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — ...  a job  for 
the  sweeper  uppers  . . . Two  actors,  in 
fact,  with  an  evening  to  themselves  might 
as  well,  just  play  parchesi. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — Inasmuch  as  Shirley 
Temple  would  be  able  to  identify  the  mur- 
derer at  the  end  of  the  first  five  minutes, 
this  leaves  you  with  very  little  to  do  until 
10:30  ...  It  has  two  characters  too  many 
in  it. 

R.  L.,  Sun — . . . manages  to  be  fairly 
interesting  under  the  circumstances. 

B.  A.,  Times — No  official  investigation 
is  needed  to  discover  that  it  is  in  restraint 
of  entertainment. 

S.  B.  W.,  World-Telegram — ...  it  might 
be  forgotten  entirely  . . . after  the  first 
five  minutes,  any  one  with  average  intelli- 
gence knows  all  the  answers  and  might 
just  as  well  go  home. 
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William  Boyd  and  his  wife,  Grace  Brad- 
ley, are  vacationing  for  three  weeks  in 
Palm  Springs.  Boyd’s  next  camera  ap- 
pearance as  “Hopalong  Cassidy”  will  be  in 
early  April  . . . Robert  Florey,  Paramount 
director,  is  planning  a vacation  in  Prance, 
his  birthplace,  when  his  current  assign- 
ment is  completed  . . . Paramount’s  studio 
club  held  its  annual  roller-skating  party 
at  Culver  City  Rollerdrome  with  more 
than  2,000  employes  and  their  families 
on  hand.  Joseph  Robbins  was  chairman. 

★ 

Lewis  Stone  is  all  set  to  take  a month’s 
holiday  at  Sun  Valley,  Ida.  . . . Funeral 


services  were  held  at  the  Wee  Kirk  o’  the 
Heather,  Glendale,  for  Mrs.  Evelyn  Of- 
field,  mother  of  Jack  Oakie,  with  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke,  Stuart  Erwin,  Wesley  Rug- 
gles.  Bob  Burns,  Ben  Stoloff,  Edward 
Sutherland,  Clarence  Hutson  and  Paul 
Levitson  as  pallbearers  . . . Jeffrey  Lynn 
is  in  from  a Palm  Springs  vacation  . . . 
Atwater  Kent,  radio  magnate,  was  a visi- 
tor on  the  Warner  lot.  He  is  spending 
the  winter  here. 

* 

Franz  Waxman,  Metro  musical  scorer, 
is  vacationing  for  two  weeks  in  the  desert 
. . . Betty  Jaynes  and  Douglas  McPhail, 


Academy  Awards,  Culver  Style — 

No  Oscars,  these  awards  nevertheless  are  honors.  At  top,  Freddie  Bartholo- 
mew, Tim  Holt  and  Jackie  Cooper  receive  swords  and  a cape  from  Briga- 
dier-General L.  R.  Gignilliat,  head  of  Culver  Military  Academy,  for  their 
portrayals  of  Culver  cadets  in  Universal’s  “Spirit  of  Culver.”  Henry  Hull, 
at  the  right,  received  an  engraved  cigarette  case  as  character  lead.  Below, 
the  official  presents  a symbol  of  Culver’s  Black  Horse  Troop  to  Joseph  Sant- 
ley,  director  of  the  film,  while  Kathryn  {Sugar)  Kane  looks  on. 


M-G-M  players,  have  returned  from  Chi- 
cago, where  they  spent  a belated  honey- 
moon. Married  last  June,  they  have  just 
announced  the  fact  . . . Elliott  Nugent 
is  in  from  New  York  to  prepare  for  his 
next  Paramount  directorial  assignment. 

★ 

Gerald  Starkey,  Metro  publicist,  is  back 
at  work  after  an  operation  at  Good  Sa- 
maritan Hospital  . . . Myrna  Loy  is  at 
the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  nursing  an  attack 
of  bronchitis  . . . Donald  Ogden  Stew- 
art and  Leonore  Winter,  former  wife  of 
the  late  Lincoln  Steffens,  are  honeymoon- 
ing after  their  marriage  in  Ventura  . . . 
Dore  Schary  and  Hugo  Butler  have  come 
in  after  journeying  east  to  interview  mem- 
bers of  the  Thomas  A.  Edison  family,  in 
search  of  data  for  the  script  they  are 
writing  for  M-G-M. 

★ 

A visitor  at  Paramount  was  Lance 
Sieveking.  former  head  of  the  television 
division  of  the  British  Broadcasting  Co. 
He  is  en  route  to  Toronto,  Canada  . . . 
Jackie  Cooper  is  vacationing  in  Palm 
Springs  for  a few  weeks  . . . Wesley  Rug- 
gles  has  gone  to  Phoenix  for  a short 
vacation. 

★ 

Catherine  Cosson,  secretary  to  Fred 
Quimby  at  Metro,  has  embarked  on  a 
three-month  world  cruise  . . . Lupe  Velez 
is  in  from  New  York  to  make  a picture 
for  RKO,  after  which  she  treks  to  Mexico 
for  camera  work. 

★ 

Ellen  Drew  vacationed  in  Death  Valley 
over  the  weekend  . . . Binnie  Barnes  has 
returned  from  a Palm  Springs  holiday  . . . 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn,  noted  radio  commenta- 
tor, was  guest  of  honor  at  a dinner  party 
given  by  Hal  Wallis.  Guests  included  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  Blanke,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Michael  Curtiz  and  Robert  Taplinger. 

★ 

Immediately  upon  his  return  from  a 
business  trip  to  New  York,  Scott  R.  Dun- 
lap, Monogram  production  chief,  was  or- 
dered to  bed  because  of  a bad  attack  of 
influenza  . . . Les  Whalen,  foreign  pub- 
licity director  for  20th  Century-Fox,  is 
in  for  studio  conferences. 

* 

Perc  Westmore,  head  of  Warner’s  make- 
up department,  is  bedded  at  home  with 
pneumonia  . . . More  than  200  officers 
and  men  of  two  Peruvian  battleships, 
currently  harboring  at  San  Pedro,  were 
guests  at  luncheon  and  a tour  of  the 
Warner  studio. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Bartholomew, 
grandparents  of  Actor  Freddie,  will  arrive 
in  April  for  a visit  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lau- 
rence Stallings  are  the  parents  of  a baby 
boy  born  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital 
. . . Al  Jolson  and  Alice  Faye  are  both 
back  at  work  at  20th  Century-Fox  after 
being  out  for  a few  days  with  severe  colds 
. . . Director  Bernard  Vorhaus  has  re- 
turned from  a week’s  holiday  at  Yosemite. 
He  competed  in  the  preliminaries  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  49) 
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Ameche,  Lamour  Lead 
P.  A,  Trek  {or  Tieups 

Don  Ameche  and  Dorothy  Lamour  head 
a contingent  launching  a transcontinental 
personal  appearance  tour  to  plug  a pair 
of  forthcoming  Paramount  pictures.  Head- 
liners in  the  Chase  & Sanborn  airshow, 
they  are  accompanied  by  Edgar  Bergen 
and  other  broadcast  personnel.  Ameche 
will  appear  with  “Midnight,”  opening 
shortly  in  New  York,  while  Miss  Lamour 
is  booked  for  a two-week  engagement  at 
the  Paramount  Theatre  there  in  connec- 
tion with  “Man  About  Town.” 

Tlie  C&S  show  will  be  broadcast  for  two 
weeks  from  the  east. 

Sonja  Henie  has  retm-ned  from  an  ex- 
tended skating  tom-  to  begin  preparations 
for  “When  Winter  Comes,”  her  next 
stai’ring  film  at  20th  Centm'y-Fox. 


Make  Study  on  Progress 
In  Recording  of  Sound 

Current  sound  recording  progress,  for 
which  comparative  runnings  of  product 
made  in  each  studio  during  the  past 
month  were  examined,  was  studied  at  the 
regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  major 
studio  sound  directors,  held  at  the  Warner 
studio.  The  group  met  for  dinner  at  the 
studio  commissary  preceding  the  meet- 
ing as  guests  of  Nathan  Levinson,  Warner 
sound  chieftain. 


Brown  Over  to  20th-Fox 
To  Meg  "Rains  Came" 

Clarence  Brown  has  been  borrowed  from 
Metro  by  20th  Century-Fox  to  direct  “And 
the  Rains  Came,”  the  Louis  Bromfield 
novel,  which  Harry  Joe  Brown  will  pro- 
duce. 

No  cast  has  been  named  as  yet.  Pictm’e 
will  not  roll  for  three  months. 


RKO  Assigns  Three 

RKO  Radio  has  handed  out  a trio  of 
directorial  assignments.  Ross  Lederman 
will  pilot  “Racketeers’  Round-Up,”  George 
O’Brien  starrer.  Lew  Landers  draws  “The 
Dove.”  John  Farrow  takes  charge  of  “Five 
Who  Came  Back.” 


Milestone  on  "Ending" 

Lewis  Milestone  will  direct  “Happy  End- 
ing” for  Producer  George  Arthur  at  Para- 
mount. Picture,  co-starring  Pat  O’Brien 
and  Olympe  Bradna,  rolls  March  27. 


Why  "Thirteen" 
Wont  Fly 

The  “lowdown"  on  why  Scimuel 
Goldwyn  dropped  plans  for  the  produc- 
tion of  "Thirteen  Go  Flying,"  as  seen 
by  tv/o  Capitol  reporters,  appears  on 
page  18  of  this  issue. 


Cathedral  May  Start 
Film  by  April  15 

Dependent  upon  clearance  of  available 
production  space  on  the  Selznick  Inter- 
national lot,  now  occupied  by  S-I’s  “Gone 
With  the  Wind,”  Cathedral  Pictures,  new- 
est independent  production  unit  on  the 
Hollywood  horizon,  will  get  underway  with 
its  first  effort  about  April  15. 

Cathedral’s  initial  venture,  in  which 
the  Rev.  James  K.  Friedrich,  pastor  of 
the  Beverly  Hills  Episcopal  Church,  will 
be  associated,  is  “The  Good  Samaritan,” 
based  on  the  Biblical  story  and  screen- 
played  by  Dana  Burnett.  Negotiations  are 
now  underway,  according  to  J.  T.  Coyle, 
president  of  the  company  and  at  one  time 
a producer  at  Republic,  for  a major  re- 
lease. Coyle  indicated  definitely  that  the 
feature  will  not  be  state-righted. 

A second  feature  is  in  the  formative 
stages.  Not  a Bible  story,  it  nevertheless 
will  depict  the  social  application  of  re- 
ligion to  modern  life,  Coyle  said.  Pictures 
are  budgeted  at  approximately  $125,000 
each,  and,  through  the  Reverend  Fried- 
rich, will  have  the  official  backing  of 
Episcopal  churches  here  and  throughout 
the  nation. 


OPTIONS 


— Samuel  Goldwyn 

GARY  COOPER  draws  new  contract.  His  next 
picture  will  he  “The  Real  Glory.” 

DAVTD  NIVEN  handed  new  seven-year  ticket, 
going  on  loan  to  RKO  Radio  for  “Little  Mother.” 

MARGOT  STEVENSON,  New  York  stage 
player,  given  long-term  contract.  First  assign- 
ment will  be  opposite  Jascha  Heifetz  in  an  un- 
titled musical  feature. 

— Metro 

IRVING  BRECHER,  writer,  given  new  con- 
tract. 

JOSEPH  BEALS  given  writing  contract. 
NOEL  LANGLEY  given  new  writing  contract. 
VIRGINIA  WEIDLER,  child  actress,  held  for 
extended  term. 

— Monogram 

MARTIN  SPELLMAN,  12-year-old  actor,  handed 
term  contract.  He  is  currently  in  “Streets  of 
New  York”  in  support  of  Jackie  Cooper. 

— Paramount 

LINDA  WARE,  l3-year-old  singer,  signs  long 
term  nact. 

ANTHONY  QUINN  given  extension  of  acting 
contract. 

GEORGE  FITZMAURTCE  signed  to  direct  the 
next  Isa  Miranda  starring  vehicle. 

PATRICIA  MORISON  wins  extension  of  her 
acting  contract. 

— Republic 

GEORGE  SHERMAN,  director,  held  for  another 
term. 

— UKO  Radio 

KAY  FRANCIS  signs  to  play  in  “Memory  of 
Love,”  Carole  Lombard  starrer. 

JANE  WOODWORTH,  stock  actress,  held  for 
another  term. 

JOHN  McCLAIN,  New  York  newspaperman, 
joins  Leo  McCarey’s  production  unit  to  script  an 
untitled  story. 

— Charles  R.  Rogers 

FAY  BAINTER  draws  long-term  contract,  with 
the  lead  in  “Our  Neighbors — the  Carters,”  as  her 
first  assignment.  She  will  divide  allegiance  be- 
tween Rogers  and  Warner,  where  she  also  is 
under  contract. 

— Harry  Sherma  n 

DAN  VENTURI  signed  to  direct  “The  Double- 
Dyed  Deceiver.”  which  Sherman  will  produce  for 
Paramount  from  the  O.  Henry  story. 

— Edward  Small 

FREDERICK  JACKSON  given  one-year  writing 
ticket  following  completion  of  the  script  for  “The 
Man  in  the  Iron  Mask.” 

— 20th  Centtiry-Fox 

DORRIS  BOWDEN,  actress,  held  for  extended 


Buddy  Ebsen  Freelances; 
Other  Personnel  Shifts 

Terminating  a five-year  association  with 
the  studio.  Buddy  Ebsen  will  leave  M-G-M 
to  freelance  when  he  has  completed  his 
current  acting  assignment  in  “The  Kid 
From  Texas,”  featuring  Dennis  O’Keefe. 

A personnel  shift  at  Republic  has  trans- 
ferred Lou  Grey  to  a spot  as  assistant  to 
Robert  Beche,  head  of  the  serial  depart- 
ment. Grey  was  formerly  assistant  to  A1 
Wilson,  production  manager  for  the  studio, 
and  was  succeeded  in  that  pest  by  Max 
Schoenberg. 

With  no  definite  assignment  as  yet,  An- 
thony Veiller  has  been  tied  to  a long-term 
Paramount  contract  as  a member  of  the 
editorial  staff.  Veiller,  a screen  writer,  is 
unofficially  reported  toy  studio  attaches  to 
be  in  line  for  a producership  as,  in  his 
new  post,  he  will  work  directly  under  the 
supervision  of  William  LeBaron,  produc- 
tion chief.  Veiller  recently  completed 
screen  treatment  of  Lloyd  C.  Douglas’ 
“Disputed  Passage”  for  the  studio. 


"Maximilian"  Foreign 
Versions  by  Pascal 

Arrangement  has  been  made  whereby 
Gabriel  Pascal  acquires  the  story  rights 
to  Miguel  C.  Torres’  “Maximilian”  for  pro- 
duction in  two  foreign  versions,  with 
Torres  co-producing  and  directing.  Torres, 
Mexican  producer,  has  already  completed 
Spanish  and  English  versions. 

Medea  Novara,  who  stars  in  the  two 
completed  productions,  will  again  be  fea- 
tured in  the  new  pair. 


Riesner  Assigned 

Walter  Wanger  has  signed  Charles  Ries- 
ner to  direct  “Winter  Carnival,”  next 
Wanger  production  for  United  Artists. 
Budd  Schulberg  and  Maurice  Rapf  are  on 
the  script. 


"Zorro"  Again 

“The  Mark  of  Zorro”  goes  on  schedule 
at  20th  Century-Fox  as  a remake  of  one 
of  Douglas  Fairbanks’  silent  successes. 
The  studio  acquired  the  property  from 
Fairbanks  several  years  ago. 


term;  DARRELL  WARE  joins  writing  staff  on 
one-year  ticket. 

— Universal 

PAUL  JERICHO  joins  writing  staff,  to  de- 
velop an  untitled  original. 

W.  P.  LIPSCOMB  remains  on  writing  staff  for 
extended  term.  He  is  currently  doing  the  screen- 
play of  “The  Sun  Never  Sets.” 

— Warner  Bros. 

EARL  BALDWIN,  writer,  draws  new  term  con- 
tract. He  is  currently  in  “Brother  Orchid,”  an 
Edward  G.  Robinson  starrer. 

ROBERT  BUCKNER,  writer,  held  for  another 
year. 

STANLEY  FIELDS  held  for  further  acting  as- 
signments after  his  current  chore  in  “Hell’s 
Kitchen.” 

MAX  STEINER,  composer,  given  new  term 
contract. 

MARIX  WRIXON  handed  term  acting  contract; 
WOLFGANG  REINHARDT,  aide  to  Producer 
Henry  Blanke,  draws  extension  of  his  pact. 

JOHN  LANGAN,  dialogue  director,  given  new 
term  contract. 

HOWARD  SHOUP,  costume  designer,  handed 
new  contract. 
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(Continued  from  page  45) 
as  it  or  any  other  studio  has  ground  out 
in  many  a month.  A spiritless  script,  Joe 
May’s  equally  lackadaisical  direction  and 
commonplace  production  handling  by  Ken 
Goldsmith  combine  to  drag  the  film  down 
to  rock-bottom  levels. 

Republic  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
nearly  everyone  concerned,  that  it  has  a 
valuable  program  asset  in  its  “Higgins 
Family”  series  when  “My  Wife’s  Rela- 
tives,” second  in  the  group,  was  screened. 
Directed  with  an  eye  to  laughs  as  well  as 
down-to-earth  human  situations  by  Gus 
Meins,  it  belies  the  modest  budget  with 
which  Sol  Siegel  as  producer,  had  to  work; 
lists  James,  Lucile  and  Russell  Gleason 
as  its  acting  assets;  and,  all  in  all,  should 
be  no  mean  contender  for  a healthy  share 
of  the  boxoffice  dollars  now  rolling  in 
from  the  pockets  of  family-picture  fans. 

» ^ 

RKO  Radio’s  “The  Plying  Irishman,”  in 
which  Douglas  Corrigan,  the  wrong-way 
flier,  made  his  camera  debut,  hardly  classi- 
fies as  even  an  entry  in  the  weekly  pre- 
view derby,  as  it  falls  within  no  accepted 
cinematic  category.  It  is  neither  comedy, 
drama,  nor,  it  must  be  admitted,  enter- 
tainment; employing,  as  it  does,  the 
“March  of  'Time”  narrating  technique  to 
paint  a monotonous  celluloid  picture  of  the 
life  of  the  reverse-English  aviator.  The 
studio’s  chances  of  realizing  on  its  pro- 
duction investment,  no  matter  how  slight 
that  might  have  been,  seem  rather  slim 
in  view  of  Corrigan’s  absolute  dearth  of 
acting  ability  and  his  singularly  colorless 
personality.  The  story  treatment  by 
Eimest  Pagano  and  Dalton  Trumbo  is, 
with  a few  exceptions,  drab  and  unin- 
spired. Leigh  Jason  directed. 

Jeanette  IVJacDonald  and 
Metro  Together  Soon 

Despite  numerous  reports  as  to  diffi- 
culties on  renewal  of  Jeanette  MacDon- 
ald’s contract  with  M-G-M — expiring  late 
next  month — spokesmen  for  the  golden- 
voiced star  and  the  studio  are  optimistic 
that  what  small  admitted  differences  re- 
main will  be  overcome  and  a new  pact 
signed  before  Miss  MacDonald  departs  on 
an  extended  concert  tour. 

Metro  attaches  declare  that  every  in- 
dication pointed  to  an  amicable  renewal  of 
the  singer’s  contract  as  a result  of  negotia- 
tions now  underway.  Miss  MacDonald’s 
attorney,  Louis  Swartz,  voiced  similar 
sentiments,  pointing  out  that  neither 
money  nor  the  calibre  of  assignments  has 
been  in  dispute,  and  that  the  star’s  chief 
insistence  has  been  toward  a readjust- 
ment of  terms  of  the  pact  permitting  her 
more  time  to  devote  to  concert  work 
throughout  the  country.  Swartz  was  cer- 
tain that  the  new  ticket  would  be  signed 
shortly,  possibly  within  ten  days. 

The  Metro  star  is  planning  to  embark, 
late  in  March,  on  a singing  tour  which 
will  find  her  opening  in  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama, and  traveling  through  the  south, 
midwest  and  northwest  before  returning 
here  for  her  next  film  assignment. 


Faralla  Is  Preparing 
Third  With  Guizar 

With  “The  Prodigal  Returns”  com- 
pleted, Dario  Faralla  has  begun  prepara- 
tions on  the  third  in  his  series  of  Spanish- 
language  features,  starring  Tito  Guizar, 
which  he  is  producing  independently  for 
release  through  Paramount.  Untitled,  the 
film  will  go  into  production  about  March 
28  at  Grand  National  studios.  Dana 
Wilma  is  doing  the  screenplay. 

Ramos  Cobian,  maker  of  Spanish-langu- 
age  films  for  20th  Century-Fox  release,  was 
expected  to  return  from  New  York  this 
week  to  launch  the  second  in  his  series. 
Cobian  went  east  to  deliver  “Los  Hijos 
Mandan,”  his  initialer,  to  company  execu- 
tives. 

Sam  Katzman  has  taken  his  “Texas 
Wildcats”  company,  headed  by  Col.  Tim 
McCoy,  back  to  Chatsworth  for  further 
location  sequences  after  filming  interiors 
at  Progressive  studios.  Sam  Newfield  is 
directing.  Film  is  slated  for  state-right 
release  under  the  Victory  Pictures  banner. 


"Brigham  Young"  Added 
To  20th-Fox  Schedule 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  added 
“Brigham  Young,”  biography  of  the  Mor- 
mon leader,  to  its  1939-40  production 
schedule. 

Eleanor  Harris  is  doing  the  research  for 
Producer  Kenneth  Macgowan. 


SCRIPTERS 


— Columbia 

WILLIAM  TTLLMAN  jr.,  to  “Prison  Surgeon,” 
his  own  original. 

— :Metio 

MARY  McCALL  jr.,  to  “Dark  Dame,”  in  which 
Virginia  Grey  will  be  featured.  J.  Walter  Ruben 
produces. 

— Purainount 

FRANK  BUTLER  and  DON  HARTMAN  to  “The 
Star  Maker,”  with  Bing  Crosby  in  the  title  role 
and  Charles  R.  Rogers  producing. 

WALTER  FERRIS  and  F.  SCOTT  FITZ- 
GERALD to  “Air  Raid,”  which  Jeff  Lazarus  will 
produce  with  Fred  MacMurray  and  Madeleine 
Carroll  co-starred.  Edward  H.  Griffith  will  direct. 
— KKO  Radio 

THAMES  WILLIAMSON  to  “Virginia  City,”  a 
Richard  Dix  starrer. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

WALTER  BULLOCK  teamed  with  ETHEL  HILL 
on  “Lady  Jane,”  a Shirley  Temple  starrer. 

LEONARD  HOFFMAN  and  SAM  DUNCAN  to 
“Heaven  With  a Barbed  Wire  Fence,”  an  original 
by  Dalton  Trumbo. 

— Republic 

NICK  CARTER  to  an  untitled  original  for  Pro- 
ducer Armand  Schaeffer. 

— Universal 

PETER  MILNE  to  “The  Boston  Bullertons”  for 
Producer  Edmund  Grainger. 

LIEUT,  VINCENT  FORD  to  “The  Flying 
Cadet.”  He  will  also  serve  as  technical  advisor. 

DORRELL  and  STUART  McGOWAN  to  “Billion 
Dollar  Racket.”  Max  Golden  will  produce. 

MELVIN  LEVY  to  “Modern  Cinderella,”  Irene 
Dunne  starrer,  which  John  Stahl  directs. 
—Warner  Rros. 

LAWRENCE  KIMBLE  to  “Johnny  Comes 
Marching  Home,”  story  of  a gangster’s  efforts  to 
rehabilitate  himself, 

IRVING  PINEMAN  to  “What  Price  College,” 
in  which  Fay  Bainter  will  have  a featured  role. 
Pineman  is  professor  of  literature  at  Bennington 
College,  Vermont. 

JULIUS  and  PHIL  EPSTEIN  to  “You  Can’t 
Escape  Forever,”  in  which  George  Brent  and 
Geraldine  Fitzgerald  will  be  featured. 

ROBERT  ROSSEN  to  “Give  Me  a Child,”  a co- 
starring  film  for  Priscilla  Lane  and  Jeffrey  Lynn. 

MICHAEL  FESSIER  and  WALLY  KLEIN  to 
“Burning  Daylight,”  a Jack  London  novel  which 
the  studio  will  remake  as  an  Errol  Flynn  starrer. 

SIG  HERCZEG  to  “On  Your  Toes,”  the  Rodgers- 
Hart  musical,  which  has  been  dragged  off  the 
shelf  for  early  production. 

EARL  SNELL  to  “Girls’  Reform  School.” 


CINEMARKS 


(Continued  from  page  47) 

Western  Amateur  Slalom  Ass’n  and  copped 
a first  place  . . . Edward  Wolfe,  purchas- 
ing agent  for  Harry  Sherman,  is  en  route 
to  Chicago  for  a three-week  vacation  . . . 
New  York  hound  was  Homer  Tasker,  Para- 
mount’s chief  recording  engineer,  to  study 
television  developments. 

* 

William  Keighley,  Warner  director, 
leaves  on  a round-the-world  cruise,  April 
15,  with  Honolulu  as  his  first  stop  . . . 
Max  Steiner,  head  of  Warner’s  musical 
department,  was  featured  speaker  at  a 
meeting  of  the  California  Federated  Music 
Clubs,  held  at  the  Warner  Hollywood 
Theatre. 

* 

Michael  Fessier  is  due  back  at  his  War- 
ner writing  desk  next  loeek  from  Fort 
Bliss,  where  he  has  been  gathering  data 
for  a forthcoming  military  picture  . . . 
Director  Lew  Seiler  is  confined  at  home 
ivith  a severe  cold  . . . Sidney  Howard, 
scenarist-playwright,  has  arrived  from 
New  York,  bringing  the  completed  script 
for  a forthcoming  Samuel  Goldwyn  pro- 
duction. 


Delay  "Man  of  Conquest" 
Due  to  Dix  Injuries 

With  Richard  Dix  unable  to  appear  be- 
fore the  cameras  because  of  an  injury  to 
his  hand,  incurred  during  a fight  se- 
querce.  Republic  was  forced  to  post- 
pone shooting  on  “Man  of  Conquest”  for 
a week.  Dix  is  required  in  virtually  all 
remaining  scenes.  The  picture  has  five 
more  days  to  go  under  George  NichoUs’ 
direction. 


"Air  Raid"  Goes  Before 
Cameras  on  March  15 

Declaring  the  subject  more  timely.  Para- 
mount has  switched  production  schedules 
and  will  start  “Air  Raid”  March  15.  “Are 
Husbands  Necessary?”  originally  set  to 
roll  on  that  date,  has  been  postponed  in- 
definitely. Jeff  Lazarus  produces  “Air 
Raid,”  with  Madeleine  Carroll  and  Fred 
MacMurray  co-starred.  Edward  H.  Grif- 
fith is  the  director. 


WB  Slates  "Peppers" 

“Five  Little  Peppers  Midway,”  one  of 
the  famous  novels  by  Margaret  Sidney,  has 
been  added  to  Warners’  production  sche- 
dule as  a William  Jacobs  production. 
Bonita  Granville  and  Frankie  Thomas  are 
penciled  in  as  leads. 


Borrows  Del  Ruth 

Roy  Del  Ruth  has  been  borrowed  from 
20th  Century-Fox  to  direct  “The  Star 
Maker”  for  Producer  Charles  R.  Rogers 
at  Paramount.  Jack  Yellen  is  at  work 
on  the  final  script  of  the  Bing  Crosby 
starrer,  with  production  geared  to  start 
March  27. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  11,  1939 


49 


SJn  “TIiq  Alak 


STARTING 


WELL  ALONG 


COMPLETED 


i-i 

O 

O 


MISSING  DAUGHTERS — Richard  Arlen,  Rochelle 
Hudson,  Isabel  Jewell,  Marian  Marsh,  Charles 
MacAvoy,  Lorna  Gray,  James  Crai?.  Producer: 
Jack  Pier,  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman. 


ONLY  ANGELS  HAVE  WINGS— Richard  Barthel- 
mess,  Jean  Arthur,  Cary  Grant,  Rita  Hayworth, 
Noah  Beery  jr.,  Thomas  Mitchell,  John  Car- 
roll,  Sig  Rumann,  John  Carroll.  Producer:  How- 
ard Hawks.  Director:  Howard  Hawks.  Screen- 
play: Jules  Furthman,  William  Rankin,  Elea- 
nore  Griffin. 


§ 


s 
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VOYAGE— Robert  Young,  Billie  Burke, 
Reginald  Owen,  Frank  Morgan,  Annabella,  Wal- 
ter Connolly,  Samuel  S.  Hinds.  Producer:  Lou 
Ustrow.  Director:  Edgar  Selwyn.  Original: 
Gottfried  Reinhardt,  Virginia  Faulkner. 

GONE  WITH  THE  WIND— Vivien  Leigh,  Clark 
Gable,  Leslie  Howard,  Victor  Jory,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Laura  Hope  Crews.  Producer:  David 
O.  Selznick.  Director:  Victor  Fleming.  Original: 
Margaret  Mitchell.  Screenplay:  Sidney  Howard. 


THE  KID  FROM  TEXAS — Dennis  O’Keefe,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Jack  Carson,  Buddy  Ebsen,  Rita 
Johnson,  Jessie  Ralph.  Producer:  Edgar  Selwyn, 
Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 


Q WOLF  C.^LL — John  Carroll,  Movita.  Producer: 

g Paul  Malvern.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Q Original:  Jack  London.  Screenplay:  Joseph 
West. 


STREETS  OF  NEW  YORK — Jackie  Cooper,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  Martin  Spellman,  Libby  Tay- 
lor, Dick  Purcell,  June  Martel.  Producer:  W.  T. 
Lackey.  Director:  William  Nigh.  Original 
Screenplay:  Robert  Andrews. 


UNDERCOVER  AGENT — Russell  Gleason,  Shirley 
Deane,  Dick  Elliott,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Ralf 
Harolde.  Producer:  E.  B.  Derr.  Director: 
Howard  Bretherton.  Original:  Martin  Mooney. 
Screenplay:  Milton  Raison. 


• NORTH  OF  SINGAPORE — Anna  May  Wong,  J. 
^ Carrol  Naish,  Anthony  Quinn.  Producer:  Eu- 
5 gene  Zukor.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 


GREAT  ENEMY — Preston  Foster,  Ralph  Morgan, 
Ellen  Drew,  William  Henry,  Andy  Devine,  Mar- 
jorie Gateson,  Kitty  Kelly,  Chief  Thundercloud. 
Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  Paul 
Sloane,  Original  Screenplay:  Paul  Sloane. 


GRACIE  ALLEN  MURDER  CASE— Grade  Allen, 
W'arren  William,  Kent  Taylor,  Jerome  Cowan, 
Donald  MacBride,  Judith  Barrat,  Horace  Mac- 
Mahon.  Producer:  George  Arthur.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green.  Original:  S.  S.  Van  Dine. 
Screenplay:  Nat  Perrin. 


LITTLE  MOTHER — Ginger  Rogers,  David  Niven, 
Charles  Coburn,  Frank  Albertson.  Producer: 
Buddy  DeSylva.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 
Original  Screenplay:  Norman  Krasna. 


SECOND  SHOT — Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane,  Evelyn 
Brent,  Donald  Briggs,  Bernadene  Hayes,  Steffi 
Duna,  Eddie  Emerson.  Producer:  Cliff  Reid. 
Director:  Jack  Hively.  Original:  Garrett  Fort. 
Screenplay:  Michael  Kanin. 


THREE  TEXAS  STEERS^ — John  Wayne,  Max  Ter- 
U hune,  Ray  Corrigan.  Producer:  William  Berke. 

05  Director:  George  Sherman. 


FRONTIER  EXPRESS — Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart, 
Raymond  Hatton,  Monte  Blue.  Producer:  Joe 
Kane.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 


HEROES  OF  THE  DESERT— John  Wayne,  Max 
Terhune,  Ray  Corrigan,  Ruth  Rogers,  Hugh 
Prosser,  Doreen  McKay,  Tom  Tyler,  Kermit  May- 
nard. Producer:  William  Berke.  Director:  George 
Sherman. 
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THE  GOKILJ.A — The  Ritz  Brothers,  Anita  Louise, 
Patsy  Kelly,  Kane  Richmond,  Joseph  Calleia, 
Bela  I.ugosi,  Lionel  Atwill,  Wally  Vernon.  Pro- 
ducer; Harry  Joe  Brown.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 
Original:  Ralph  Spence.  Screenplay:  Rian 

James,  Sid  Silvers. 

STANLEY  AND  LIVINGSTONE — Spencer  Tracy, 
Nancy  Kelly.  Richard  Greene,  Walter  Brennan, 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke.  Producer:  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan.  Director:  Henry  King.  Screenplay: 
Julien  Josephson,  Philip  Dunne. 


< 
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THE  ]MAN  IN  THE  IRON  MASK— Louis  Hay- 
ward. Joan  Bennett.  Warren  William,  Walter 
Kingsford,  Peter  Cushing.  Producer:  Edward 
Small.  Director:  James  Whale.  Original:  Alex- 
ander Dumas.  Screenplay:  George  Bruce. 


CAPT.\IN  FURY  — Brian  Aherne,  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen,  June  Lang,  Paul  Lukas,  John  Carra- 
dine,  George  Zucco.  Producer:  Hal  Roach.  Di- 
rector: Hal  Roach.  Original  Screenplay:  Jack 
Jevne,  W.  P.  Lipscomb,  Grover  Jones. 


^ FOR  LOVE  OR  MONEY— Robert  Kent.  June  Lang. 
6 Producer:  Max  Golden.  Director:  A1  Rogell. 
S Original  Screenplay:  Timothy  Carroll. 


RI(»  TOWN  CZAR — Barton  MacLane,  Eve  Arden. 
Jack  LaRue,  Frank  Jenks,  Horace  MacMahon, 
Ed  Sullivan,  Clyde  Dilson.  Producer:  Ken  Gold- 
.sniith.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Original:  Ed 
Sullivan.  Screenplay:  Edmund  Hartmann. 


EAST  SIDE  OF  HEAVEN — Bing  Crosby,  Joan 
Blondell,  Mischa  Auer,  Irene  Hervey,  C.  Aub- 
rey Smith,  Jerome  Cowan.  Producer:  Herb 
Polesie.  Director:  David  Butler.  Original:  David 
Butler,  Herb  Polesie.  Screenplay:  William 
Conselman. 


ENEMY  AGENT — Margaret  Lindsay.  Producer: 
Mark  Hellinger.  Director:  Lew  Seiler.  Screen- 
play: Lee  Katz. 


THE  OLD  MAID — Bette  Davis,  Miriam  Hopkins, 
George  Brent,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Marie  Wilson, 
Donald  Crisp.  Producer:  Henry  Blanke.  Di- 
rector: Edmund  Goulding.  Original:  Zoe  Akins. 
Screenplay:  Casey  Robinson. 


NANCY  DREW — TROUBLE  SHOOTER— Bonita 
Granville,  John  Litel,  Frankie  Thomas.  Pro- 
ducer: Bryan  Foy.  Director:  William  Clemens. 
Original:  Carolyn  Keene.  Screenplay:  Ken 

Garnet. 
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Federal  Probers  Move  Into 
Columbia  From  Universal 


J^UCH  ado  about  the  announcing  of  the 
Movie  Quiz  winners.  This  town  came 
in  for  its  share,  but  Bremerton  was  favored 
with  a $1,000  winner,  while  three  Seattle 
folks  garnered  $100  each.  There  were  60 
winners  of  $10  prizes.  The  bad  feature  of 
the  Quiz  here  was,  that  some  50  theatres 
could  not  participate  owing  to  clearances. 
Most  of  the  suburban  houses  have  to  wait 
from  120  to  200  days  for  pictures  and  the 
contest  was  ended  before  product  was 
available  . . . Popular  visitor  of  the  week 
was  Douglas  “Wrong  Way”  Corrigan,  who 
graced  one  floor  of  a department  store 
and  autographed  books.  True  to  his  moni- 
ker, he  arrived  in  town  the  wrong  way. 
While  a large  crowd  was  waiting  lor  his 
plane  to  arrive  at  the  airport,  Corrigan 
arrived  downtown  via  railroad  . . . One  of 
the  publicity  gags  for  “Pygmalion”  was 
the  finding  of  a Cinderella  girl  who  was 
brought  to  town  and  feted  for  a full  week 
like  a queen.  The  lucky  lady  was  Shirley 
Sanders  from  Black  Diamond.  She  was 
given  the  royal  suite  in  the  Olympic  Hotel, 
showered  with  baskets  of  flowers,  given 
her  first  corsage  by  Frank  Newman  sr., 
president  of  Evergreen  Theatres,  cmthed 
from  head  to  foot  with  the  latest  dresses 
and  coats  (which  she  keeps),  was  given 
any  and  all  meals  she  desired,  was  supplied 
with  a 16-cylinder  Cadillac  and  chauf- 
feur, and  had  available  a handsome  male 
escort  who  saw  that  she  attended  parties 
and  dances,  and  finally  the  story  ended 
when  the  young  lady  and  her  escort 
bought  the  first  tickets  for  the  opening 
of  the  picture.  Tiiat  will  be  one  week 
Shirley  will  never  forget,  and  the  credit 
goes  to  Bill  Parker,  publicity  ace  for 
Metro. 

This  town  is  sure  becoming  a mecca  for 
film  scouts.  From  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington, Jo  Anne  Sayres,  and  many  others. 
And  now  Warner  Bros,  have  requested  Ada 
Jane  Nicholson  and  Robert  Prins  to  be  at 
the  studios  next  month  for  screen  tests. 
Solly  Baiano,  talent  scout,  caught  the  pair 
at  work  in  the  Drama  Division  of  the  U. 
Jean  Bauer,  whom  he  also  interviewed, 
may  also  he  called  for  a test  later  . . . 
Speaking  of  the  University  of  Washington, 
more  trouble  has  cropped  up  with  the 
Seattle  Stagehands  Union.  The  Meany 
Hall  has  been  on  the  union  blacklist  for 
some  time.  Now  the  students  figure  to 
stage  their  “Ballet  Moose”  in  the  hall  in 
April,  but  the  stagehands  have  forbidden 
musicians  to  play  for  the  fair.  The  band 
all  belongs  to  the  union  and  is  in  good 
standing.  However,  it  is  possible  the  unions 
may  lift  the  ban  for  this  special  charity 
show  . . . The  gang  on  Filmrow  is  ready- 
ing farewells  for  Harold  (Tubby)  and  Mrs. 
Avis  Griffin  who  sail  in  a few  days  for 
Dillingham,  Alaska,  to  be  gone  two  years. 
The  Griffins  will  take  with  them  130  films, 
which  will  provide  the  sole  amusement  of 
Dillingham  this  summer  and  next  winter. 
During  the  summer,  Dillignham  has  a film 
show  every  night  for  its  1,200  summer  resi- 
dents and  during  the  winter  once  a week 
for  its  200  permanent  residents.  Besides 
being  Dillingham’s  foremost  showman, 

(Continued  on  page  50-D) 


M.  P.  Council 
Raps  Duals 

San  Francisco — Opposition  to  double 
features  has  been  officially  registered 
by  the  Motion  Picture  Research  Coun- 
cil via  President  Ray  Lyman  Wilbur, 
who  also  is  president  of  Stanford 
University. 

Still  Are  Awaiting 
Trade  Pact  Copy 

Los  Angeles — The  long-awaited  copy  of 
the  exhibitor-distributor  trade  practice 
code,  expected  momentarily  by  officials  of 
the  Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So. 
Calif,  and  Ariz.,  had  failed  to  put  in  its  ap- 
pearance by  mid-week,  although  ITO 
President  A1  Galston  still  continued  to 
hold  out  hope  that  a copy  of  the  trade 
draft  would  be  delivered  within  a few 
days. 

Galston  pointed  out  that  the  code  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  distributors’  at- 
torneys in  New  York  and  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  none  of  the  ten  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations— including  the  ITO — which 
participated  in  its  making  had  yet  re- 
ceived their  copies. 

The  ITO  president  reiterated  that  upon 
receipt  of  the  draft  a board  meeting  would 
be  called,  at  which  the  tentative  code 
would  toe  either  approved  or  rejected. 


Brower  Only  Los  Angeles 
Delegate  to  WB  Meet 

Los  Angeles  — Sole  delegate  from  the 
local  sales  toranch  to  Warner’s  annual 
sales  convention  March  13-14  in  New 
York  will  be  N.  H.  (Jack)  Brower,  ex- 
change manager,  who  will  accompany  W. 
E.  Calloway,  western  district  manager, 
to  the  confab.  They  were  to  pull  out  late 
in  the  week,  returning  immediately  upon 
conclusion  of  the  sessions. 

The  studio  will  be  represented  by  Jack 
L.  Warner  and  Hal  Wallis. 


Sign  Vance  Graham 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. — Vance  Gra- 
ham, veteran  radio  announcer,  has  been 
named  chief  commentator  of  Alexander 
Preview  Co.  here.  Graham  previously  was 
connected  with  CBS  and  the  Alexander 
Film  Co. 


Rogers  and  Niven 

Hollywood — Ginger  Rogers  and  David 
Niven  are  teamed  in  “Little  Mother,”  which 
started  production  this  week  at  RKO. 
Garson  Kanin  is  directing. 


Los  Angeles — Indicating  that  they  in- 
tend to  make  the  rounds  of  all  the  majoi 
exchanges,  Albert  Law’s  federal  govern- 
ment investigators  moved  into  the  Colum- 
bia exchange  after  spending  a few  days 
at  Universal.  The  G-Men,  who  spent  sev- 
eral months  along  the  Row  last  year,  paid 
their  first  return  visit  several  weeks  ago 
by  checking  in  at  M-G-M. 

The  sleuthers  explain  that  they  are  at- 
tempting to  tie  up  the  loose  ends  of  rec- 
ords and  data  unearthed  in  their  first 
probe  which  did  not  check  between  cir- 
cuits and  exchanges.  The  material  was 
unearthed  for  scrutiny  by  the  U.  S.  at- 
torney-general in  answer  to  independent 
distributor-exhibitor  complaints  that  the 
majors  and  the  Fox  West  Coast  circuit  were 
violating  the  Sherman  anti-trust  laws  in 
this  territory. 

Their  next  stop  on  the  retm-n  engage- 
ment is  unannounced.  Law  himself  is  not 
active  in  the  investigation. 


Reorganization  of  L.  A. 

FTP  Unit  Is  Ordered 

Los  Angeles — Complete  reorganization  of 
the  local  federal  theatre  project,  which 
has  been  in  a turmoil  since,  some  months 
ago,  when  300  of  its  members  were  laid 
off  and  James  Ullman,  regional  director 
for  southern  California,  resigned,  has  been 
ordered  by  Mrs.  Hallie  Flanagan,  national 
director  of  the  project,  currently  visiting 
here. 

Decision  to  revise  the  F"!??  setup  came 
after  conferences  between  Mrs.  Flanagan, 
Herbert  C.  Legg,  WPA  administrator,  and 
Linton  Smith,  state  director  of  the  FTP. 
Ole  Ness  has  been  appointed  temporary 
acting  director  imtil  Mrs.  Flanagan,  due 
to  leave  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  over  the 
weekend,  has  made  a permanent  choice — 
probably  within  30  days.  Reorganization 
will  divide  the  responsibilities  heretofore 
shouldered  by  the  director.  Technical  co- 
ordination will  be  handled  by  Willis  Lusher, 
under  Smith’s  supervision,  while  the  perm- 
anent director  will  be  given  a freer  rein 
in  supervising  play  production  and  per- 
sonnel. 


FWC's  Chieftains  East  to 
Greet  Charles  Skouras 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast’s  division 
chieftains,  led  by  Arch  M.  Bowles,  acting 
head  of  the  circuit,  have  departed  for  New 
York  to  greet  Charles  Skouras,  FWC  presi- 
dent, due  in  from  an  extended  vacation 
in  Greece. 

Bowles,  northern  California  supervisor, 
will  be  joined  en  route  east  by  Rick  Rick- 
etson  of  Denver,  E.  C.  Rhoden  of  Kansas 
City,  and  H.  J.  Fitzgerald  of  Milwaukee. 

Skouras  and  his  lieutenants  will  confer 
briefly  in  the  east  with  Spyros  Skouras, 
head  of  National  Theatres,  before  return- 
ing to  their  various  headquarters. 
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gIGGEST  news  on  Portland  Filmrow  dur- 
ing the  week  was  the  promotion  and 
transfer  of  Gordon  Craddock  from  man- 
ager of  the  Universal  exchange  here  to 
the  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  headquarters.  Un- 
der Craddock’s  leadership,  the  Portland 
exchange  won  Universal’s  national  drives 
the  past  two  years.  In  the  east  at  present, 
Craddock  will  return  to  Portland  in  about 
two  weeks  to  move  his  family  to  his  new 
headquarters. 

Filling  Craddock’s  shoes  hi  Portland  is 
R.  O.  “Slats”  Wilson  . . . Visiting  the  Port- 
land office  of  Universal  is  Auditor  George 
M.  Jacoby  . . . Burton  Jones,  who  has  the 
territorial  rights  to  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
is  back  in  town  lining  wp  subsequent  runs 
for  his  film  . . . C.  E.  Calloway,  western 
district  sales  manager  for  Warner  Bros, 
was  a recent  Portland  visitor. 

Portland  theatre  men  were  grieved  to 
learn  of  the  death  last  week  in  Seattle  of 
Herb  Sobattka’s  mother  at  the  age  of  76 
. . . Sammy  Siegel  is  in  town  again  . . . 
Portland’s  author,  Ernie  Haycox,  who  wrote 
“Stagecoach,”  went  to  Seattle  for  the  open- 
ing of  his  film  and  while  there  was  speaker 
of  the  day  at  the  Seattle  chamber  of  com- 
merce weekly  meeting  . . . Bob  ParreU’s 
New  Rivoli  Theatre  has  a $20,000  personal 
injury  suit  pending  against  it. 

M-G-M’s  Seattle  delegation  will  join 
the  Portland  group  and  leave  here  the 
night  of  March  16  for  the  sales  conven- 
tion in  Chicago.  En  route  they  will  pick  up 
the  Salt  Lake  and  Denver  groups  . . . Marc 
Corey  was  busier  than  a feather  merchant 
with  the  Oregon  regional  finals  in  the 
“Gateway  to  Hollywood”  talent  test.  The 
event  brought  to  Portland  Darrell  Donnell, 
James  Moore,  RKO  test  director,  and  Her- 
bert Rawlinson. 

Seen  on  the  Row  during  the  week:  Eno 
Hemmila,  Medford;  George  W.  Gould, 
Dalles;  Harry  Percy,  Wliite  Salmon, 
Wash.;  Harry  Gamble,  N.  Bonneville, 
Wash.;  Miss  Verne  Ross,  Toledo;  and  Wal- 
ter Level  ett  who  has  headquarters  in  Med- 
ford and  theatres  in  Ashland,  Yreka  and 
Weed  . . . Ted  Gamble  took  a trip  to  Seat- 
tle to  see  his  mother,  visiting  there,  and 
took  with  him  Manager  “Ep”  Hoyt  of  the 
Oregonian. 


Heart  Attack  Is  Fatal 
To  Earl  O.  Gunther 

Seattle — Earl  O.  Gunther,  labor  leader 
and  electrician,  dropped  dead  while  work- 
ing backstage  at  the  Fifth  Ave.  Theatre 
here.  Death  was  ascribed  to  a heart  at- 
tack. 

Gunther  has  worked  in  several  of  the 
Seattle  theatres,  was  vice-president  of  the 
Stage  Employes  Union  and  at  one  time  was 
vice-president  of  the  Seattle  Labor 
Council. 


Placentia  Temporarily  Shut 

Placentia,  Cal. — The  Placentia  Theatre, 
operated  by  Hollis  Schiremeier,  has  been 
shuttered  temporarily. 


$11,000  in  Bonuses 
To  FWC  Managers 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  district 
and  house  managers  in  Northern  and 
Southern  California  have  been  handed 
bonus  awards  totaling  more  than  $11,000 
for  their  accomplishments  in  the  third 
National  Theatres  business  drive  which 
ended  December  31. 

The  San  Francisco  division,  under  Arch 
M.  Bowles,  received  $6,000  for  winning 
first  place.  Personnel  in  the  southern 
territory  grabbed  off  more  than  $5,000. 

The  week  of  March  15  has  been  set  aside 
as  “homecoming  week”  for  the  return  of 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  president  of  the  cir- 
cuit, who  is  due  in  then  from  a trip  to 
Greece. 


A LOOO-Seat  Theatre  Is 
Planned  in  Portland 

Portland,  Ore. — Walter  W.  McMonies, 
president  of  the  Metzger-Parker  Co.,  prop- 
erty management  firm  here,  announces 
plans  for  a new  and  modern  theatre  in  the 
Hollywood  district  by  the  Hollywood  In- 
vestment Co.,  operators  of  the  Hollywood 
here. 

Still  in  a formative  stage,  present  plans 
call  for  a 1,000-seat  house.  The  site, 
building  and  sound  and  projection  equip- 
ment is  expected  to  bring  the  cost  of  the 
development  to  over  $100,000. 

B.  Marcus  Priteca  of  Boxoffice’s  Re- 
modeling Institute  is  preparing  plans  for 
the  project,  which  is  scheduled  for  com- 
pletion by  fall. 

No  site  for  the  house  has  been  chosen. 


Shift  Cardos  to  Chinese: 
Marx  Goes  to  State 

Los  Angeles — Fox  West  Coast  mana- 
gerial shifts  have  transferred  Spyros  Car- 
dos from  Loew’s  State,  where  he  has  been 
for  the  past  four  years,  to  Grauman’s 
Chinese  in  Hollywood.  Harry  Marx  moves 
over  from  the  Chinese  to  the  State.  The 
houses  book  first-run,  day-and-date. 


Figueroa  to  Dave  Rector 
As  a Picture  Theatre 

Los  Angeles — The  Figueroa  Playhouse, 
legitimate  theatre  shuttered  several  years, 
has  been  leased  by  Dave  Rector,  who  will 
open  it  shortly  as  a motion  picture  house 
on  a 10-cent  admission  scale.  Rector  op- 
erates the  Ebell  in  Long  Beach. 


Sign  Group  Plans 

Denver — Four  group  insurance  cover- 
ages have  been  provided  employes  of  Gib- 
raltar Enterprises,  a circuit  of  32  theatres 
in  24  cities  in  Colorado,  Wyoming,  New 
Mexico  and  Nebraska.  The  deals  were 
signed  with  Equitable  Life. 


QHARLES  CLINE  of  the  Black  Hills 
Amusement  Co.,  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  is  here 
for  a vacation,  and  concentrating  on  his 
golf  game  . . . Also  a visitor  is  John 
Hamrick,  head  of  the  Hamrick  Circuit, 
operating  theatres  in  Seattle  and  Portland 
. . . Joe  Lawi’ence,  operator  of  the  Rialto 
and  State  theatres.  Salt  Lake  City,  is  an- 
other vacationer. 

Booking  visitors:  J.  E.  Poynter,  San  Cle- 
mente Theatre,  San  Clemente;  A.  L. 
Woods,  Chino;  F.  R.  Ward,  Valley,  Lan- 
caster; Murray  Hawkins,  managing  direc- 
tor of  the  Temple  and  Vermont;  Glenn 
Cooper,  booker  for  Hugh  Bruen’s  Whit- 
tier, Wardman  and  Roxy  in  Whittier; 
Jack  Mingus,  Green  Meadows  and  Flor- 
encita;  Wayne  Beatman,  Cabrillo,  Long 
Beach;  Charles  Simons,  Needles,  Needles; 
Clare?ice  Mullins,  Dreamland,  World  and 
Mission. 

Visiting  here  for  a week  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Firmage  and  their  son,  Roy, 
of  Beaver,  Utah,  where  Firmage  operates 
the  Beaver  Theatre  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stan- 
ley Steck  have  retm-ned  from  a two-week 
holiday  in  Texas.  Steck  owns  the  Adams 
Theatre. 

Jerry  Weinberg,  Columbia  exchange 
maiiager,  has  returned  from  Omaha, 
where  he  visited  his  sick  father  . . . Pathe 
News  has  moved  its  headquarters  from  the 
RKO  Radio  exchange  to  Hollywood,  now 
being  located  on  the  Sunset  Strip  . . . 
John  Fry,  Republic  salesman,  celebrated 
a birthday  last  week. 

Prior  to  leaving  for  the  east  after 
studio  conferences,  Sam  Eckman  of 
Metro’s  London  office,  looked  in  on  C.  T. 
Lynch,  M-G-M  manager  . . . Lou  Metzger 
of  the  Cabrillo  came  in  to  do  some  book- 
ing . . . Other  visitors  included  Pete 
Lasher,  an  associate  in  the  Eastland  The- 
atres . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Glick  of 
Canoga  Park  . . . Max  Gardner,  operator 
of  the  Roslyn. 

Three  Filmrow  visitors,  all  returning 
from  vacations  in  Honolulu,  were  Joe  Sei- 
der,  head  of  Prudential  Theatres,  New 
York;  Sam  Rinzler,  operator  of  a Brook- 
lyn Cham,  and  Max  Cohen,  also  a Gotham 
circuit  head.  After  a brief  stopover,  they 
headed  back  east  . . . Simon  Lazarus, 
owner  of  the  Century  and  Princess  the- 
atres, has  returned  from  a week’s  vaca- 
tion at  Marietta  Hot  Springs. 

Jean  Bowers,  secretary  to  Chai’les  Feld- 
man, Universal  exchange  manager,  and 
Merrill  Shapiro,  manager  of  the  La  Habra 
Theatre,  La  Habra,  dashed  off  to  Yuma 
and  became  Mr.  and  Mrs.  The  new  bride 
is  still  reporting  for  work  at  the  U office 
. . . Buck  Wade,  Universal  salesman,  is 
bedded  with  a touch  of  the  flu. 

Booking  visitors:  L.  A.  Williams,  Mer- 
alta  Theatre,  Downey  . . . Bob  Whit- 
son of  the  Whitson-Lewis  circuit  . . . 
Fred  Siegel,  Palomar,  Oceanside  . . . 
Chester  Black,  Pico  Drive-In  ...  Ed 
Patterson,  Daly,  a local  house,  and  the 
Sierra,  Eagle  Rock  . . . Bob  Pengberg, 
from  the  Majestic,  Santa  Monica  . . . Ben 
Aranda,  Azteca,  Brawley  . . . Harry  Gold- 
farb.  National  Theatre,  National  City  . . . 
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Jules  Wolf  of  the  Lincoln  . . . Dick  Simms 
of  Bard’s,  Pasadena  . . . Ben  Bernstein 
of  the  Wiltern. 

In  for  bookings:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Olds,  Grande  Theatre,  Arroyo  Grande; 
Mrs.  Jennie  Dodge,  Mission,  Ventui’a; 
Dewey  Ringer,  Popkin-Ringer  circuit; 
Paul  Dietrich,  Oxnard  Theatres,  Oxnard; 
Mac  Sinift,  Daly  and  Del  Mar;  Bill  Zim- 
merman, Lynnwood,  Lynnwood;  Earl 
Strebe,  Palm  Springs;  A1  Pavlo,  former 
owner  of  the  Aliena;  Dave  Cantor,  York, 
Park  and  Royale  theatres;  Ed  Patterson, 
Sierra,  Eagle  Rock. 

Jack  Brower,  manager  of  the  local  War- 
ner exchange,  is  limping  around  on 
crutches  after  spraining  his  ankle  . . . 
Also  on  the  disabled  list  is  M.  C.  Son, 
operator  of  the  Regent  and  Playhouse 
theatres,  who  was  injured  slightly  in  an 
automobile  accident. 

Absence  from  the  city  of  many  of  his 
friends  and  business  associates  who  de- 
sire to  participate  has  forced  postpone- 
ment of  the  testimonial  dinner  planned 
for  Guy  Gunderson,  United  Artists  sales- 
man, in  honor  of  his  25th  anniversary  as 
a Pilmrow  worker.  The  banquet  was  to 
have  been  held  this  week  at  the  Jonathan 
Club  with  Albert  A.  Galston  in  charge  of 
arrangements,  but  has  been  set  back,  ten- 
tatively, until  April  4 . . . J.  F.  Samuels, 
RKO  salesman,  is  back  from  a week’s  sell- 
ing trip  in  the  Arizona  territory. 

Willi  Byrd,  cashier  at  the  Four  Star 
Theatre,  is  on  the  road  to  recovery  after 
an  appendectomy  performed  recently  . . . 
Bob  Sproul,  operator  of  the  Brentwood 
Theatre  in  Brentioood  and  the  Anaheim, 
Anaheim,  has  returned  from  a trip  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  He  visited  his  brother  Nor- 
man, manager  of  the  Hotel  Utah,  there. 

Joe  Sloat  of  the  Maynard  Theatre,  in 
for  bookings.  Also  John  Menard,  Downey, 
Downey,  and  the  Norwalk,  Norwalk;  Frank 
Valuskis,  Valuskis,  Buena  Pai’k;  Frank 
Plumley,  booker  for  the  Louis  Long  Cir- 
cuit, headquartering  in  Safford,  Ariz.; 
Herb  Shute,  Barton,  San  Pedro;  Harvey 
Levinson,  Cozy;  Glenn  Bast,  Ritz,  Carpin- 
teria;  Harry  Milstein,  Torrence,  Torrence; 
Gene  O’Keefe,  Maywood,  Maywood;  Isaac 
Victor,  Victor,  Long  Beach. 

Richard  Leahy,  operator  of  two  the- 
atres in  Bay  City,  Michigan,  is  a visitor 
for  a couple  of  weeks.  He  was  a guest  at 
the  Warner  Studio  soon  after  his  arrival. 

J.  E.  Jeffries,  operator  of  three  theatres 
in  Calgary,  Alberta,  who  is  visiting  locally, 
was  a guest  at  the  Warner  studio. 

Head  man  at  one  of  the  local  exchanges 
set  some  sort  of  a new  record  when  he 
played  the  marble  game  in  Mrs.  Mac’s  cafe 
for  three  and  a half  hours  straight  with- 
out stopping  for  food  or  water  . . . Max 
Shapiro,  of  Selected  Pictures,  is  in  San 
Diego  on  business. 

The  Gruell-Wilcox  Seating  Co.  has 
moved  into  new  offices  along  the  Row, 
vacating  its  previous  headquarters  in  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners’  building, 
which  is  being  remodeled  . . . Also  shift- 
ing headquarters  from  the  ITO  building  is 
Metro  Premium,  which  has  taken  office 
space  with  Selected  Pictures. 


Universal  Western  Parley 
May  Pick  San  Francisco 

Los  Angeles — Universal’s  western  sales 
territory,  including  Portland,  Seattle,  Salt 
Lake  City,  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles, will  probably  convene  in  a sectional 
meeting  in  San  Francisco  some  time  in 
April,  at  which  the  company’s  1939-40 
program  will  be  announced,  according  to 
the  best  guesses  of  exchange  personnel 
here  in  lieu  of  official  announcements. 

Authoritative  information  concerning 
Universal’s  annual  sales  huddles,  other 
than  that  they  will  be  sectional,  ■will  not 
be  forthcoming  until  W.  A.  Scully,  general 
sales  manager,  and  William  J.  Heineman, 
western  sales  head,  have  returned  to  New 
York  from  studio  huddles.  They  were  ex- 
pected to  check  out  for  the  east  by  mid- 
week. Scully  only  recently  came  in  from 
an  extended  vacation  in  Honolulu. 


"Tell  Your  Children"  Is 
Distributed  by  Empire 

Los  Angeles — Distribution  rights  west  of 
Denver  to  “Tell  Your  Children,”  exploita- 
tion picture  based  on  the  marijuana  racket, 
have  been  acquired  by  William  G.  Smith 
of  Empire  Pictm-es  from  Producer  George 
Hirliman. 


Start  on  Center  in  L.  A. 

Los  Angeles  — Construction  has  begun 
on  the  Center  Tlreatre  on  Whittier  Blvd. 
The  700-seat  house  will  be  operated  by  A1 
Galston  and  Jay  Sutton. 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 

B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 

“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists” 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 

1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 
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J^OBERT  E.  ALLAN,  recently  with  the 
Superior  Film  exchange  of  St.  Louis, 
has  taken  over  the  Jewel  Theatre  on  a 
lease  from  the  Atoz  Amusement  Co. 

Robert  G.  Mapel  and  six  of  the  actors 
from  the  stage  show  at  the  Tivoli  Thea- 
tre were  fined  a total  of  $250  for  alleged 
indecent  exhibitions.  The  actors  were  fined 
$25  each,  with  Mapel  drawing  a $100  as- 
sessment. 

On  the  marquee  at  the  Federal  Theatre: 
“Ferdinand  the  Bull,”  “Just  Around  the 
Corner,”  “Service  de  Luxe,”  $350.  It  is 
said  some  stockmen  in  from  the  country 
stopped  to  look  into  the  matter. 

Slipping  when  he  ivas  getting  out  of  his 
auto.  Al  Hoffman,  manager  of  the  United 
Artists  exchange,  broke  a bone  in  his 
ankle,  but  he’s  able  to  be  at  the  office  again 
after  an  unusually  short  absence  for  such 
an  injury. 

Gregory  Notarianni,  former  owner  of  the 
Navajo  Theatre,  has  opened  a poster  ex- 
change at  826  21st  St.,  to  be  known  as  the 
Exhibitors  Poster  Service. 

Fox  is  closing  its  Coronado  Theatre  at 
Las  Vegas,  N.  M.,  until  after  Lent,  and  the 
Rev.  Nortarel  of  San  Luis,  Colo.,  is  dark- 
ening his  five-town  portable  circuit  until 
after  Easter.  Fox  is  planning  to  reopen 
the  Rialto  at  Durango,  Colo.,  after  the 
Lenten  season.  This  will  give  the  circuit 
two  houses  there. 

The  Hiawatha  has  booked  “The  Birth 
of  a Nation”  for  showing  later  this  month. 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
"Air  Conditioning  Engineers" 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

"THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

“THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratoff 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
"THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 

1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 


A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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SEATTLE 

(Continued  from  page  50-A) 

Griffin  trades  in  general  merchandising , 
furs  and  liceyised  liquor. 

Warner  Bros.,  through  its  western  di- 
vision head  W.  E.  Calloway,  announces 
Bill  Shartin  of  Minneapolis  as  the  new 
manager  of  the  Seattle  branch,  replacing 
A1  Oxtoby,  who  resigned  to  engage  in  other 
fields  ...  A figure  missing  from  the  show 
business  for  the  past  couple  of  years  has 
once  again  popped  up.  None  other  than 
Pete  Constanti,  who  has  taken  over  the 
Harbor  Theatre  in  Aberdeen  from  his  sister 
and  brother-in-law.  Pete  will  make  his 
home  in  Aberdeen  . . . Getting  near  con- 
vention time.  Metro  has  notified  L. 
“Butch”  Wingham,  local  manager,  to  have 
his  gang  in  Chicago  by  the  middle  of 
March.  He  will  take  along  Wally  Rucker, 
Max  Rubenfeld  and  Bill  Parker  . . . The 
Warner  gang  will  hold  its  gathering  in 
New  York  a few  days  earlier  than  the 
Metro  meeting  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Lee 
of  Sprague,  in  town  on  their  way  home  from 
a visit  to  the  Pair  in  San  Francisco  . . . 
Jack  Flannery  of  National  Screen  Service, 
taking  a plane  to  Los  Angeles  for  a busi- 
ne.ss  meeting  . . . Another  romance  wind- 
ing up  with  the  usual  stitching.  Barbara 
Reckers  of  Paramount  said  “I  do”  to  Karl 
Tegtmeyer  of  Tacoma  . . . Sam  Nathanson, 
vice-president  and  general  sales  manager 
for  the  newly  fonned  Tri-National  Films, 
in  town  and  arranging  for  distribution  of 
the  company’s  picture  importations  . . . 
Harold  Swarthout,  assistant  steward  of 
the  Northwest  Film  Club,  is  all  excited 
about  the  aiTival  of  a new  daughter  born 
a few  days  ago.  Congratulations! 


Plan  Two  New  Ones 
Near  Hollywood 

Hollywood — Two  new  theatres  are  be- 
ing planned  in  this  area. 

Alex  Mounce  and  George  Bromley  are 
drawing  up  plans  for  a new  900-seat  house 
to  be  built  at  Santa  Monica  Blvd.  and 
Vermont,  having  recently  sold  their  Vic- 
toria Theatre  to  J.  B.  Cunningham.  Tom 
Smith  will  build  a 400-seater  at  Vermont 
and  Hollywood  Blvd.,  which  he  will  operate 
in  addition  to  his  Jade  Theatre. 

Ruhe  Woli  Is  OH  on  an 
Hawaiian  Engagement 

Los  Angeles — A Fanchon  & Marco  unit 
comprising  40  entertainers,  headlined  by 
Rube  Wolf  as  orchestra  leader  and  master 
of  ceremonies,  is  en  route  to  Honolulu  via 
the  S.  S.  Lurline  to  open  an  eight-week 
engagement  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for 
the  Adolph  Ramish  circuit. 

7 Los  Angeles  Metroites 
To  Attend  Sales  Meet 

Los  Angeles — Local  representatives  at 
Metro’s  sales  convention  in  Chicago, 
March  19-21,  will  include  George  Hickey, 
district  supervisor;  Clayton  Lynch,  branch 
manager;  Bill  Callahan,  Rube  Harris,  Sam 
Davis  and  Jack  Jacobs  of  the  sales  staff; 
and  Jim  Schiller,  exploiteer. 


^AlILT  IILAKIE 

ALLACE  CO  WEN,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Roxy  in  Brigham  City,  Utah, 
has  joined  the  Paramount  exchange  here 
as  assistant  manager.  Dean  Lewis  takes 
over  as  manager  of  the  Intermountain 
house  . . . His  many  friends  here  wish  Ben 
Murdock,  operator  of  the  Ideal  at  Heber 
City,  a speedy  recovery  from  a broken 
ankle  he  suffered  recently  in  a fall. 

Grover  C.  Parsons,  Republic’s  western 
division  manager,  was  due  here  March  9 
for  several  days  . . . Another  expected  vis- 
itor is  Lon  Fidler,  Monogram  district  man- 
ager . . . Salt  Lake  citizens  shared  $650 
worth  in  the  Movie  Quiz.  Top  local  winner 
was  William  L.  Bracey,  637  Third  Ave.,  who 
collected  $250. 

Raymond,  London  hair-dresser  who  will 
make  up  coiffures  for  Vivien  Leigh  in  her 
Scarlett  role,  was  a visitor. 


Page  Sells  Out  Before 
He  Completes  House 

Torrence,  Cal. — George  Page  has  sold 
his  750-seat  theatre,  now  under  construc- 
tion, to  Pacific  States  Theatres,  operated 
by  Abe  and  Mike  Gore  and  Adolph  Ramish. 
The  new  owners  will  speed  construction 
for  opening  vdthin  six  weeks. 


On  "Life  of  Nobel" 

Hollywood  — Columbia  has  assigned 
Peter  Freuchen  to  adapt  “The  Life  of  Al- 
fred Nobel.” 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  (ony 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Half  of  10%  Salary 
Cut  Is  Restored 

Chicago — After  waiting  for  six  months 
the  motion  picture  operators’  union  has 
had  restored  to  its  members  five  per  cent 
of  the  10  per  cent  cut  in  salary  which  was 
taken  last  summer.  Tlie  restoration  of  the 
five  per  cent  in  salary  was  approved  by 
the  general  membership  of  the  union. 

Even  though  business  conditions  at  pres- 
ent in  Chicago  do  not  warrant  any  in- 
creased overhead  in  theatre  operation,  Al- 
lied Theatres  of  Illinois  and  circuit  opera- 
tors have  agreed  on  the  increase. 

It  is  understood  that  early  negotiations 
recently  were  toward  complete  restoration 
of  the  10  per  cent  cut.  However,  exhibitor 
negotiators  explained  business  conditions 
and  Pete  Shayne,  John  Smith  and  Neil 
Bishopi  of  the  operators’  negotiating  com- 
mittee agreed  to  only  the  five  per  cent 
restoration.  This  figure  had  been  tenta- 
tively agreed  upon  last  September. 


Grand  National  Plans 
Chicago  Meet  in  May 

Chicago — Grand  National’s  convention 
is  tentatively  penciled  in  for  May  in  Chi- 
cago. This  was  among  the  many  matters 
decided  at  a pow-wow  held  over  the  week- 
end at  the  Congress  Hotel  here.  Attend- 
ing were  Jack  Skirball,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production;  Sol  Edwards,  east- 
ern sales  manager;  Morris  Safier,  western 
division  sales  manager,  and  James  Winn, 
newly  named  midwestern  division  sales 
manager. 

It  was  decided  to  divide  the  country’s 
sales  territory  into  three  divisions,  and 
Winn,  formerly  district  manager  and  also 
branch  manager  in  Chicago,  was  chosen 
to  head  the  midwestern  division. 

President  E.  W.  Hammons,  originally 
scheduled  to  attend  the  meeting,  was  de- 
tained on  the  west  coast. 

Following  the  meeting,  Edwards  started 
a swing  around  the  eastern  exchanges; 
Safier  left  for  a southern  trip;  while  Winn 
began  his  first  swing  around  the  midwest. 
Skirball  continued  on  to  New  York. 


T.  M.  Ellis  Acquires 
Chalet  at  Monroe 

Monroe,  Wis. — The  Chalet  'Tlieatre  has 
been  taken  over  by  T.  M.  Ellis  of  Wiscon- 
sin Theatres  Enterprise  of  Beloit,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Goetz  Theatre  and  Goetz 
Junior.  All  three  houses  were  formerly 
operated  by  Chester  J.  Goetz.  Ellis  also 
operates  houses  in  Beloit,  Rockford  and 
DeKalb. 


Maps  Convention 

Chicago — William  Ferguson,  director  of 
exploitation  for  M-G-M,  was  here  this 
week  making  plans  for  the  company’s  an- 
nual sales  convention  to  be  held  March  19 
to  21  at  the  Palmer  House. 


Chicago  Clearance  Litigants 
Agree  to  Apr.  18  Hearing 


Five-Day  Week  Bill 
Faces  Illinois 

Springfield,  111. — Into  the  legislative 
hopper  last  week  went  a bill  for  a 
five-day  work  week  sponsored  by  Rep- 
resentative Holten  of  East  St.  Louis. 
Understood  to  have  the  backing  of 
organized  labor,  the  work  bill  would  not 
apply  to  state,  city  or  county  employes 
or  to  those  engaged  in  executive  or 
supervisory  capacities  in  private  con- 
cerns. Violation  would  be  punishable 
by  fines  ranging  from  $25  to  $100,  ac- 
cording to  terms  of  the  measure. 


Frank  Ford 
Suit  "2^5" 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — An  anti-trust  suit  seeking 
treble  damages  will  be  filed  within  the 
week  in  federal  court  by  attorneys  for 
Frank  Ford,  operator  of  the  Stadium  The- 
atre, Evanston,  111.,  against  the  major 
companies  that  will  be  “bigger  and  better 
than  any  filed  in  the  Chicago  zone’’  thus 
far. 

That  is  the  description  given  to  the  suit 
by  Attorney  Lewis  F.  Jacobson,  of  the  law 
firm  of  Jacobson,  Merrick,  Nierman  and 
Silbert,  which  is  in  its  final  stages  of 
preparation. 

Jacobson,  when  asked  about  the  suit, 
said  that  the  damages  to  be  sought  will 
cover  a 15-year  period.  That  is  the  term 
of  the  lease  under  which  Ford  now  is 
operating  the  theatre. 

The  Ford  suit  will  be  a jury-trial  af- 
fair, since  damages  will  be  sought.  How- 
ever, Jacobson  said  that  the  actual  amount 
of  damages  to  be  asked  had  not  yet  been 
determined. 

“While  not  criticizing  any  attorneys  in- 
terested in  other  legal  cases  pending  now,’’ 
said  Jacobson,  “our  firm  does,  however, 
feel  that  the  present  suits  filed  against  the 
film  companies  are  not  adequate  to  give 
the  independent  exhibitors  the  relief  they 
deserve.  We  feel  there  is  a definite  re- 
straint of  trade — including  prices,  product, 
zoning,  clearance  and  other  matters — in 
this  territory,  and  that  they  must  be  pre- 
sented to  a jury  for  a thorough  hearing.” 

This  will  be  the  fourth  case  in  this  ter- 
ritory in  which  the  major  companies  and 
affiliated  circuits  are  defendants  in  anti- 
trust litigation. 


Move  on  Leasing  Firm 

Meanwhile,  earlier  this  week.  Ford’s  at- 
torneys filed  another  suit  in  Cook  county 
circuit  court  alleging  fraud  and  deceit 
against  Leo  Solomon  and  the  Lemar  Build- 
ing Corp.,  on  the  leasing  of  the  Stadium. 
Ford  seeks  $150,000  damages,  charging 


Chicago — The  legal  fuss  facing  the  in- 
dustry in  Chicago  took  a back  seat  and 
is  expected  to  stay  in  the  background  for 
some  time. 

By  agreement  between  both  sides,  April 
18  has  been  set  as  the  date  for  the  next 
hearing  in  the  anti-trust  clearance  suit 
of  the  independent  exhibitors  against 
B&K  and  the  major  companies,  when  all 
sides  may  be  ready  for  final  disposition 
of  all  the  preliminary  motions  and  other 
data  preparatory  to  getting  the  case  ac- 
tually under  way. 

“The  forgotten  case” — the  V.  U.  Young 
of  Gary,  Ind.,  suit  against  B&K,  Great 
States,  Warner  Theatres  and  the  majors 
— may  continue  to  be  that  for  some  time 
yet.  Before  Judge  William  Holly  in  fed- 
eral court,  the  various  defendant  com- 
panies agreed  to  admit  the  formal  truth 
of  each  others  answers  to  the  plaintiffs’ 
bill  of  complaint.  This  was  decided  at  a 
pre-trial  conference  held  in  Judge  Holly’s 
chambers. 

Originally  set  on  the  April  trial  calendar, 
the  case  was  again  taken  off  the  judge’s 
pad  after  the  conference.  Judge  Holly 
suggested  to  both  the  companies  and 
Young’s  attorneys  that  if  it  is  possible  to 
take  depositions  to  shorten  the  actual  trial 
time  that  should  be  done.  This  week  both 
sides  were  laying  plans  to  do  this,  with 
the  trail  date  now  as  indefinite  as  ever. 

And,  meanwlilie,  of  course,  there  were 
no  new  developments  in  the  department 
of  justice’s  action  against  Barney  Balaban 
and  the  various  companies  on  its  charges 
of  criminal  contempt  growing  out  of  the 
1932  consent  decree. 

Craddock  Is  Universal 
Indianapolis  Chiel 

Indianapolis — C.  C.  Craddock  has  as- 
sumed his  new  duties  as  manager  of  the 
Universal  exchange  here  succeeding  Floyd 
Brown.  He  formerly  was  Universal  mana- 
ger at  Portland,  Ore. 

The  change  of  managers  completes  an 
entirely  new  setup  at  the  local  branch. 
William  Sherman  is  the  new  head  booker, 
assisted  by  Eugene  Alexander,  both  from 
the  New  York  office.  Wilbur  Grant,  for- 
merly from  the  New  York  home  office,  and 
Abe  Kaufman,  recently  with  the  Big  Fea- 
ture Rights  exchange,  complete  the  sales 
staff.  Pete  Fortune,  former  office  mana- 
ger and  recently  salesman,  has  resigned. 


Boy  to  Currans 

St.  Louis — Ray  Curran,  manager  of  the 
local  United  Artists  office,  is  the  proud 
daddy  of  a boy  born  to  his  wife,  Betty. 


Assigned  to  "Racket" 

Hollywood  — Max  Golden,  Universal 
producer,  has  assigned  Dorrell  and  Stuart 
McGowan  to  adapt  “Bilhon  Dollar  Racket.” 


fraud,  deceit  and  misrepresenting  the 
facts  in  the  leasing  of  the  theatre  from 
Solomon  and  the  building  company. 
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LaCrosse  Bank  Night  Fight  Circuit  Tax,  Games 
Pushed  by  Circuit  J udge  Bills  Are  Poised 


La  Crosse,  Wis. — Circuit  Judge  Emery 
W.  Crosby,  Neillsville,  has  granted  Circuit 
Judge  Robert  S.  Cowie  authority,  as  a pri- 
vate citizen,  to  institute  an  action  against 
the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.,  Welworth  The- 
atres Co.,  and  “any  other  corporation  or 
individual  operating  a lottery,  gift  enter- 
prise, game  or  scheme  of  chance  called 
Bank  Night  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse.” 

It  was  Judge  Cowie’s  address  last  No- 
vember before  the  county  board  of  super- 
visors in  which  he  denounced  commercial- 
ized gambling  activities  in  La  Crosse,  in- 
cluding Bank  Night,  wliich  resulted  in  cir- 
cuit court  action  against  the  La  Crosse 
Theatres  Co. 

On  December  28  of  last  year,  after  22 
minutes  of  deliberation,  a jury  foimd  Wil- 
liam Freise,  manager  of  the  Rivoli  The- 
atre and  the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.,  not 
guilty  of  operating  and  maintaining  a 
lottery  by  means  of  Bank  Night. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  a jury  acquitted  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  operated  by  the  Wel- 
worth Theatres  Co.,  in  a similar  action. 

Judge  Cowie’s  complaint  specifically 
mentions  the  Rivoli,  Riviera,  Hollywood 
and  Strand  theatres,  and  described  the 
operation  of  Bank  Night  in  detail. 

The  complaint  also  cites  that  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars  have  been  paid  out  in 
prizes  and  that  “large  sums  have  thereby 
been  gambled,  hazarded  and  lost  by  thou- 
sands of  people  . . . including  minors  and 
others  who  cannot  afford  to  risk  their 
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Chicago — This  is  the  first  architects’ 
drawing  of  the  new  20th  Century-Fox 
and  Monogram  exchanges,  now  in  the  pro- 
cess of  construction  at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  13th  and  Wabash.  The  two  struc- 
tures are  expected  to  be  ready  by  July  1. 

The  20th  Century-Fox  exchange  will  be 
two  floors,  completely  modem  including 
air  conditioning,  and  with  all  late  modern 
appliances.  The  Monogram  exchange  will 


earnings.”  The  claim  also  is  made  that 
this  “wOl,  if  permitted  to  continue,  result 
in  irreparable  losses  to  legitimate  busi- 
ness and  to  the  habits  and  morals  of  the 
people  of  La  Crosse  and  the  surrounding 
territory.” 

The  charge  is  also  made  that  the  “cor- 
porations are  willfully  violating  the  con- 
stitution and  statutes  of  the  state  of  Wis- 
consin,” and  that  individual  criminal 
prosecutions  of  the  agents  and  employes 
of  the  corporations  “would  involve  the 
plaintiff  in  a multiplicity  of  suits  which 
would  not  prevent  the  lawlessness  de- 
scribed.” 

The  final  allegation  in  the  complaint 
is  that  the  “petitioner  is  without  ade- 
quate remedy  at  law  and  that  said  cor- 
porations will  continue  to  violate  the  law 
and  maintain  said  public  nuisance  unless 
enjoined  and  restrained  from  so  doing.” 

On  January  3 of  this  year,  Leo  E.  Vau- 
dreuil,  Madison,  deputy  attorney  general, 
sought  a circuit  court  injunction  to  re- 
strain the  La  Crosse  Theatres  Co.  from 
conducting  Bank  Night.  This  action  was 
dismissed  January  25  by  County  Judge 
Roy  V.  Ahlstrom  on  motion  of  Atty.  Gen. 
John  E.  Martin,  who  declared  at  that  time 
that  the  two  previous  acquittals  relieved 
the  attorney  general’s  office  of  further 
responsibility  in  any  action  in  La  Crosse 
in  opposition  to  such  programs. 

It  is  believed  Judge  Cowie’s  action  will 
be  heard  before  the  April  court  term. 


be  one  floor,  equipped  for  air  conditioning 
and  will  have  separate  shipping  quarters 
from  the  other  building.  A modern  screen- 
ing room  will  be  included  in  the  20th 
Centm-y-Fox  structure. 

The  outside  of  the  structures  will  be 
built  of  red  brick,  trimmed  with  white 
limestone,  and  steel  window  frames. 

Loebl  and  Schlossman  are  the  architects. 


Madison — Several  measures  affecting  the 
theatre  business  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the 
legislature  here.  One  provides  for  the 
outlawing  of  theatre  games  and  the  other 
for  a theatre  and  seat  tax  on  all  circuit 
houses. 

Tire  first  measure,  introduced  by  Sen. 
Oscar  S.  Paulson,  Lutheran  minister  from 
La  Crosse,  would  make  illegal  prizes  and 
other  schemes  as  “inducements  for  the  at- 
traction of  people  to  theatres,  stores,  auc- 
tions, or  taverns,”  even  though  no  con- 
sideration or  ticket  purchase  is  made  or 
if  personal  attendance  or  appearance  is 
unnecessary  to  secure  the  prize. 

Under  the  measm'e,  buildings  used  for 
gamblings  or  lotteries  may  be  closed  for 
one  year  under  the  nuisance  statute. 

The  chain  tax  bill,  introduced  in  the 
senate  by  A.  J.  Connors,  Barron,  and  in 
the  assembly  by  Paul  R.  Alfonsi,  Pence, 
and  John  W.  Grobschmidt,  Milwaukee, 
a tax  of  $5  would  be  payable  on  each 
theatre  in  a chain  of  one  to  five  houses, 
$10  on  each  in  a chain  of  from  six  to  ten 
and  increases  up  to  $100  on  each  theatre 
in  a chain  of  800  or  more. 

Tlie  tax  applies  only  to  theatres  located 
in  Wisconsin,  but  houses  outside  of  the 
state  belonging  to  the  same  circuit  are 
counted  in  levying  the  tax. 

If  a theatre  chain  has  20  theatres  out- 
side of  Wisconsin  and  one  within  the  state, 
the  single  Wisconsin  theatre,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  would  be  counted 
as  belonging  to  a chain  of  20. 

The  seat  tax  provision  of  the  biU  lams 
from  one  cent  a seat  on  theatres  in  a chain 
of  five  or  less  up  to  15  cents  per  seat  in 
theatres  belonging  to  a chain  of  800. 

Revenues  from  house  tax  would  go  to- 
ward reduction  of  real  estate  taxes  and 
from  the  seat  tax  towards  old  age  pen- 
sions, under  the  provisions  of  the  measure. 


Sues  to  Get  1936  Prize 
In  a Cash  Drawing 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — Claiming  he  hit  a 
$350  Bank  Night  pool  at  the  Majestic 
Theatre,  this  city’s  largest  motion  picture 
house,  on  April  18,  1936,  but  was  unable 
to  collect,  Clifton  Reeves,  a railroad  man, 
has  filed  suit  in  the  city  court  against  the 
theatre. 

In  his  petition  Reeves  claims  that  on 
the  night  in  question  when  he  heard  his 
name  called  after  the  drawing  he  strode 
down  the  aisle  to  the  stage  and  was  hand- 
ed a check  for  $350.  Later,  he  charges, 
Milton  D.  Lewis,  the  theatre  manager,  re- 
fused to  countersign  the  check,  preventing 
him  from  obtaining  the  money. 

Lewis  when  told  of  the  suit  said:  “This 
was  what  we  believed  to  be  a case  of  mis- 
taken identity  between  this  Clifton  Reeves 
and  another  man  of  the  same  name  and 
the  theatre  acted  on  that  grounds. 

The  Illinois  supreme  court  has  ruled 
that  Bank  Night  is  a lottery.  What  bear- 
ing that  decision  will  have  on  Reeves  suit 
to  collect  the  $350  is  not  known. 


New  Chicago  Exchange  Home — 
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Milwaukee  County  Showmen 
Hold  Parley  on  Problems 


Ponders  Drive — 


Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  renamed  presi- 
dent of  Allied  Theatres  of  Illinois  for  an- 
other year,  is  expected  to  announce  a cam- 
paign for  new  membership  shortly  that 
will  encompass  the  entire  state.  Kirsch 
was  reelected  at  the  annual  election  and 
meeting  of  the  members  in  the  Allied 
headquarters  in  the  Exhibitors’  Bldg. 

All  other  officers  were  renamed;  Van 
A.  Nomikos,  vice-president;  Ben  Bartle- 
stein,  secretary;  Joe  Stern,  treasurer,  and 
Louis  Abramson,  recording  secretary  and 
secretary  to  Kirsch. 

Expansion  Program 
Interests  Allied 

Chicago — Plans  for  a state-wide  mem- 
bership drive  to  increase  the  membership 
of  Allied  of  Illinois  to  well  over  200  are 
in  the  offing. 

Jack  Kirsch,  who  again  heads  the  or- 
ganization, is  expected  to  announce  his 
plans  shortly.  It  has  been  his  desire  to 
increase  the  membership  and  widen  the 
scope  of  its  activities  to  include  outstate 
theatre  owners  for  several  months. 

The  local  Allied  unit  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est links  of  the  national  association  and 
at  present  has  nearly  170  Chicago  theatres 
registered.  In  the  ten  years  that  the  late 
Aaron  Saperstein  was  president,  the  Illi- 
nois group,  while  going  along  with  the 
national  organization  on  its  policies  and 
other  matters,  did  not  participate  actively 
on  national  problems  to  any  great  degree. 

However,  Kirsch  has  recently  been  named 
a regional  vice-president  of  the  national 
association.  Since  then  he  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  national  affairs,  espe- 
cially on  the  radio  angle,  and  legislative 
matters.  With  the  branching  out  of  the 
Illinois  unit  to  include  many  out-state 
exhibitors,  the  group  may  become  a more 
potent  factor  nationally  in  Allied. 

Other  matters  discussed  during  the  meet- 
ing included  current  developments  in  the 
fight  to  force  film  stars  off  the  air  and 
a brief  resume  by  Kirsch  of  the  present 
situation  on  the  trade  practice  agreements. 


Milwaukee — Double  features,  early  bird 
admission  prices  and  games  and  giveaways 
were  discussed  at  a meeting  at  the  Schroe- 
der  Hotel  here  at  which  63  of  the  county’s 
76  theatres  were  represented. 

On  the  question  of  returning  to  single 
features,  the  majority  voted  favorably, 
while  a few  voted  in  favor  of  changing 
to  single  features  with  reservations. 

Forty-nine  exhibitors  attending  the 
meeting  asserted  that  the  varied  as  well 
as  “early  bird”  admission  prices  were  a 
major  ill  in  the  territory.  It  was  reported 
that  at  a separate  meeting  owners  on  the 
city’s  north  and  northwest  sides  were  re- 
ported to  have  reached  a solution  to  the 
problem  of  admission  prices  for  matinees. 

Independent  exhibitors  contend  early 
bird  admissions  are  unjust  and  discrimi- 
natory. Tliey  are  backing  a move  to  have 
all  theatres  agree  to  charge  the  regular 

Herbel  Will  Return 
As  District  Head 

Chicago — Windy  City  friends  of  Henry 
Herbel  were  elated  to  hear  that  the  former 
Chicago  Universal  branch  manager  will 
return  here  following  the  Warner  na- 
tional convention,  as  district  manager. 
Since  leaving  here,  Herbel  became  Warner 
branch  manager  in  San  Francisco,  and 
is  being  upped  from  that  post.  His  dis- 
trict will  include  Chicago,  Indianapolis, 
Milwaukee  and  Minneapolis. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  who  was  promoted  from 
Minneapolis  branch  manager  to  Warner 
district  manager  here,  takes  over  a new 
district  for  Warner  with  headquarters  in 
Kansas  City  when  Herbel  comes  here. 


Sales  Tax  Take  Soars 

Jefferson  City  — The  state  sales  tax 
tapped  Missourians  for  $1,588,649  in  Feb- 
ruary, a gain  of  $58,996  compared  with 
the  same  month  last  year. 


St.  Louis  MPTO  Will 
Hear  Kuykendall 

St.  Louis — Ed  Kuykendall,  president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Theatre  Owners 
of  America,  will  be  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
local  MPTO  unit  to  be  held  at  the 
Coronado  Hotel  here  on  March  20.  Fred 
Wehrenberg,  president  of  the  local  or- 
ganization, will  preside. 

In  addition  to  electing  officers  for  the 
year,  the  meeting  will  select  delegates 
to  the  national  conclave  of  the  MPTOA. 
Reports  of  various  committees  of  the 
organization  will  also  be  acted  upon. 


evening  admission  price  in  all  cases  except 
where  a full  matinee  performance  is  run. 

All  theatres  represented  at  the  meeting 
declared  themselves  as  being  in  favor  of 
one  straight  admission  price  on  Sundays. 
Charles  Trampe  was  named  a committee 
of  one  to  contact  the  Warner-Saxe  The- 
atres and  the  Oriental  and  Tower  theatres 
and  the  remaining  independents  who  did 
not  attend  the  meeting  on  this  subject. 

A committee  consisting  of  A.  C.  Guten- 
berg, Jack  Silliman,  Harold  Mirisch,  A.  D. 
Kvool,  Charles  Trampe,  H.  J.  Fitzgerald, 
George  Fischer,  Harry  Perlewitz  and  Ray 
Tesch  was  named  to  consider  the  matter 
of  premiums,  giveaways,  games,  etc. 

Further  meetings  on  these  problems  are 
scheduled  to  be  held  subject  to  call  by 
Edward  F.  Maertz,  chairman,  and  Tesch, 
as  secretary. 

Use  Tax  Measure 
Being  Prepared 

Jefferson  City — ’The  senate  has  per- 
fected the  Barbour  bill  for  a two  per  cent 
state  use  tax  on  motor  vehicles  purchased 
in  other  states  for  delivery  and  registra- 
tion in  Missouri. 

’This  measure,  if  enacted,  would  kill  the 
plan  used  by  some  to  avoid  the  payment 
of  the  state’s  sales  tax  on  new  automo- 
biles. 

Senator  Barbour  has  estimated  the  state 
loses  upwards  of  $250,000  annually  through 
such  evasion  by  automobile  buyers.  ’ 

In  the  house,  the  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee has  recommended  a similar  bill  to 
apply  to  all  commodities  sold  at  retail. 
The  backers  say  it  will  net  $1,000,000 
annually.  'This  would  affect  everything 
purchased  by  the  film  industry  outside  of 
Missouri  for  use  in  the  state. 

A new  sales  tax  bill  has  been  dropped 
into  the  hopper  by  Sen.  Allen  McReynolds 
of  Carthage  and  Sen.  Phil  M.  Donnelly 
of  Lebanon.  It  would  continue  the  present 
two  per  cent  tax  law  indefinitely.  At 
present  it  is  scheduled  to  expire  Dec.  31, 
1939.  A house  biU  would  extend  the  pres- 
ent law  to  Dec.  31,  1941.  Amendments 
adopted  by  the  house  would  make  no  ma- 
terial changes  in  the  law. 


Norman  Barrie  Returns 
To  Heywood-Wakeiield 

Chicago — Norman  Barrie,  who  for  years 
was  connected  with  the  theatre  seating 
department  of  Hesrwood-Wakefield,  is  back 
in  the  field  for  the  same  concern.  He 
covers  Indiana  and  Michigan  from  the 
headquarters  in  Chicago. 
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Chicago  Business 
Regains  "Health" 

Chicago — Business  bounded  back  in  sev- 
eral local  spots. 

Again,  “Pygmalion,”  M-G-M’s  English 
hit-film,  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the 
Chicago  loop.  In  its  fourth  week,  and 
held  for  a fifth  stanza,  the  film  did  with- 
in 10  per  cent  of  its  opening  week's  busi- 
ness at  the  Apollo  Theatre.  And  that 
opening  week  was  the  best  the  theatre 
had  experienced  in  more  than  six  months. 

Several  other  houses  in  the  loop  held 
up  well  this  week.  On  Saturday  practically 
every  one  had  the  SRO  sign  up.  M-G-M’s 
“Huckleberry  Finn”  was  one  of  the  leaders. 

In  the  neighborhoods,  business  was 
spotty,  but  the  usual  answer  was  there: 
“Good  pictures,  good  business.” 


Vocational  Guide  on 
Theatre  Operation 

Chicago — In  preparation  here  by  the  In- 
stitute for  Research  is  a monograph  on 
“Motion  Picture  Theatre  Operations  as  a 
Career.”  The  Institute  furnishes  voca- 
tional guidance  monographs  on  all  fields 
to  high  schools  and  colleges  in  an  effort  to 
guide  young  men  and  women  in  finding 
the  type  of  work  for  which  they  feel  they 
are  best  suited. 

An  advance  manuscript  of  the  manual 
gives  in  detail  all  phases  of  theatre  opera- 
tion, including  maintenance,  booking,  ad- 
vertising and  policy. 

This  manual  along  with  all  others  of 
the  Institute  will  be  available  to  all  educa- 
tion centers  shortly. 


"Daughter"  on  Chicago 
Screens  After  Delay 

Chicago — "Warner’s  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter”  went  into  the  Chicago  Theatre 
here  Friday  after  a week’s  postponement 
because  the  police  permit  didn’t  come 
through  as  soon  as  expected. 

It  is  understood  the  censor  board  orig- 
inally had  planned  to  give  the  film  an 
“adult  only”  permit.  However,  a revised 
print,  similar  to  the  one  passed  in  New 
York,  then  was  submitted  and  Police  Com- 
missioner James  Allman  gave  the  film  a 
clear  permit. 

Jack  Harris  Is  Starting 
New  Booking  Service 

St.  Louis — Jack  Harris,  recently  re- 
signed from  the  local  office  of  National 
Screen  Service,  is  opening  a booking  serv- 
ice. 

Harris’s  experience  in  the  distribution 
field,  gained  in  his  two  years  with  National 
Screen,  in  his  branch  managership  of  the 
local  GB  exchange  and  his  nine  years 
with  M-G-M  equip  him  for  efficient  han- 
dling of  his  new  undertaking  for  exhibi- 
tors. 


Brings  Innovation — 

Chicago — George  K.  Spoor,  pioneer  Chi- 
cago film  producer,  shown  here  on  the 
right,  with  Bryant  Washburn,  has  an- 
nounced that  the  name  of  his  new  com- 
pany which  he  plans  to  utilize  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a “new  unique  type  of  cellu- 
loid entertainment,”  is  Iconovision,  Inc. 

Spoor,  in  discussing  his  plans  of  intro- 
ducing something  similar,  but  “far  in  ad- 
vance of  third  dimension,”  told  Boxof- 
FicE  this  week  that  he  will  establish  his 
own  studios  in  Chicago.  All  production 
will  take  place  here  and  distribution  will 
be  handled  by  one  of  three  major  com- 
panies with  which  Spoor  is  now  dickering. 

“The  subjects  will  be  one  hour  in  dura- 
tion each,”  said  Spoor.  “There  will  be  one 
release  weekly.  We  hope  that  they  will  be 
a combination  of  the  vaudeville  stage  and 
motion  picture  screen.  We  will  present 
subjects  that  offer  a complete  feature  story 
and  others  offering  groups  of  acts.” 

Spoor  said  that  there  will  be  no  changes 
necessary  in  theatre  booth  equipments, 
and  that  the  only  changes  needed  in  pro- 
duction machinery  will  be  one  or  two 
minor  ones.  These  will  be  confined  mainly 
to  laboratory  processes. 

“Contemporary  producers  have  made  as 
good  pictures  today  as  they’ll  ever  make 
with  the  present  idea  of  motion  pictures  in 
mind,”  Spoor  said.  “However,  we  need 
a variation  now  in  the  medium  and  we 
hope  that  Iconovision  wiU  accomplish  this 
and  take  the  monotony  out  of  pictures  for 
patrons.” 

His  plans  to  produce  in  Chicago  are 
along  Spoor’s  thoughts  that  Chicago  has 
always  been  a logical  film  production  cen- 
ter, such  as  it  was  in  the  days  when  he 
was  connected  with  Essanay  Studios. 


May  Build  V^illiamsport 
Theatre  for  Vlastos 

Williamsport,  Ind. — Dick  "Vlastos,  opera- 
tor of  the  one  house  here  now,  plans  to 
take  over  operation  of  a new  theatre,  con- 
struction of  which  is  now  being  contem- 
plated by  local  business  men. 


Script  Temple  Yarn 

Hollywood — “Lady  Jane,”  next  Shirley 
Temple  starrer  for  20th-Fox,  will  be  script- 
ed by  Walter  Bullock  and  Ethel  Hill. 


Triples  in  Chicago 
Loop  Abandoned 

Chicago — The  bogey-man  of  triple  fea- 
tm’es  in  the  loop  is  gone. 

Essaness  has  changed  its  policy  at  the 
Woods  Theatre  again  and  is  back  to  dou- 
ble features.  The  house  was  on  a triple- 
feature diet  for  about  two  weeks.  Simul- 
taneously with  the  change  in  operation 
policy,  the  house  admission  drops  to  15 
cents  in  the  afternoon  and  25  cents  at 
night.  This  is  the  policy  which  Jones, 
Linick  and  Schaefer  used  when  they 
successfully  operated  the  Woods  for  some 
years. 

Essaness  also  has  dropped  triples  at  the 
Sheridan  Theatre  in  favor  of  doubles. 
However,  there  is  no  lessening  of  the  triple 
policy  in  other  spots  of  the  city  where 
it  has  become  more  or  less  firmly  en- 
trenched. 

"Ice  Follies"  Premiere 
Is  Held  in  Superior 

Superior,  Wis. — The  world  premier  of 
“Ice  Follies  of  1939”  was  observed  at  the 
Palace  Theatre  here.  Promotion  for  the 
event  included  a special  newspaper  edi- 
tion and  a special  midnight  preview  show- 
ing of  the  film  at  the  People’s  Theatre 
exclusively  for  the  theatre  management 
and  the  Bess  Ehrhardt  family. 

Festivities  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
miere opened  at  7 p.  m.  with  a broadcast 
from  outside  the  Palace  Theatre  carried 
by  WEBC.  In  keeping  with  the  occasion. 
Mayor  Bryn  Ostby  and  the  city  council 
designated  the  city  wide  observance  of 
Bess  Ehrhardt  Day  on  March  4. 


Frisina  Names  Tom  Tobin 
To  Helm  of  New  Unit 

East  St.  Louis,  III. — Tom  C.  Tobin, 
who  manages  the  Roxy  Theatre  here  for 
the  Frisina  circuit,  has  been  named  mana- 
ger of  the  newly  opened  Esquire  'Theatre. 
Both  houses  formerly  were  operated  by 
Louis  J.  Menges,  state  senator,  and  have 
been  leased  by  the  Frisina  circuit. 


New  Frisina  Firm 

Springfield,  III. — The  Frisina  St.  Clair 
'Theatre  Co.  has  been  incorporated  by 
Dominic  Frisina  and  associates.  It  will 
have  300  shares  of  $100  par  value  common 
stock.  Incorporators  are  G.  B.  Giachetto, 
D.  Giachetto  and  Frisina.  'The  company  will 
operate,  manage  and  control  the  circuit’s 
houses  in  East  St.  Louis. 


Ringling  Juliar  Open 

Baraboo,  Wis. — 'The  new  Henry  Ringling 
theatre,  the  Juliar,  has  been  opened 
here  with  civic  and  social  leaders  of  the 
city  in  attendance.  Len  Roser  is  manager 
of  the  theatre.  'This  is  the  second  Ring- 
ling  house  here. 
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Indiana  Solons  Do 
Trade  No  Harm 

Indianapolis — According  to  latest  infor- 
mation from  the  ATOI  headquarters  here, 
Indiana  exhibitors  came  through  the  cur- 
rent session  of  the  state  legislature  with 
a score  of  nothing  to  nothing.  No  legis- 
lation was  enacted  against  the  theatres 
and  nothing  of  advantage  was  passed  for 
them.  Among  the  biUs  of  most  interest 
to  exhibitors  was  one  asking  for  a reduc- 
tion of  the  state  unemployment  compen- 
sation benefits  from  theatres  and  other 
businesses  having  eight  to  four  employes. 
Other  bills  were  two  which  would  make 
illegal  games  of  chance  such  as  Bingo  and 
Bank  Night  and  other  forms  of  giveaways. 

Another  bill  was  directed  against  thea- 
tres operating  refrigerated  cooling  systems 
and  steam  boilers  and  required  the  at- 
tendance of  a licensed  stationary  engineer 
at  all  times  during  which  the  equipment 
is  in  operation.  With  the  close  of  the 
session  Tuesday,  Indiana  exhibitors  are 
tilting  back  in  their  chairs  and  taking  it 
easy  until  the  next  session. 

It  is  expected  a special  session  will  be 
called  for  sometime  in  July  as  the  state 
expenditures  are  some  five  million  dollars 
in  excess  of  the  receipts. 


A "Passing  Opportunity" 
Utilized  by  Nicholas 

Indianapolis — One  of  the  smartest  ex- 
ploitation clicks  of  months  was  that  staged 
by  Ted  Nicholas,  manager  of  the  Lyric  The- 
atre here,  when  he  corralled  “Hoagy”  Car- 
michael, nationally  known  song  writer  and 
a native  Hoosier,  en  route  from  New  York 
to  Hollywood,  for  a one  night  personal 
appearance  and  nationwide  broadcast  with 
Tommy  Dorsey’s  orchestra  which  was 
booked  in  for  the  week  at  the  theatre. 

The  Lyric  was  packed  to  the  roof  and 
1,500  fans  were  left  standing  on  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  the  theatre. 

Following  his  exploitation  record  with 
Tommy  Dorsey,  Nicholas  again  banged 
home  on  his  Friday  change  featuring  Ben- 
ny Goodman  and  his  band,  raising  the 
matinee  prices  from  25  cents  to  40  cents. 

The  local  jitterbugs  formed  the  longest 
line  in  the  history  of  the  theatre.  Nicholas 
estimated  that  at  one  time  there  were 
1,200  persons  in  the  line  and  all  the  shows 
were  on  a SRO  basis.  Special  police  de- 
tail was  called  out  to  handle  the  crowds. 


"Shine  on  Harvest  Moon" 

A Draw  in  Territory 

Chicago — Republic’s  “Shine  On  Harvest 
Moon,”  which  features  Lulu  Belle  and 
Scotty  of  Radio  Station  WLS’s  “National 
Bam  Dance,”  with  Roy  Rogers,  is  re- 
ported by  District  Manager  Max  doing 
exceptionally  well  in  small  towns  through- 
out the  middle  west. 

Wherever  booking  conditions  permit, 
many  exhibitors  are  booking  personal  ap- 
pearances of  the  radio  stars  with  the  film, 
resulting  in  still  better  boxoffice  grosses. 


J^EMBERS  of  the  Ballyhoo  Club,  new 
Chicago  press  agents  group,  had  quite 
a time  running  around  finding  the  loca- 
tion of  their  luncheon  hotel  last  week.  As 
a result,  there  was  a luncheon  setup  at 
both  the  Morrison  and  Congress  hotels. 

Mae  West,  through  here  en  route  for 
her  week’s  engagement  at  the  Fox  in 
Brooklyn,  told  the  press  that  her  next  film 
would  he  produced  at  Universal,  as  yet 
untitled.  Among  those  greeting  her  were 
Tom  Gorman  and  Frank  Smith  of  RKO 
Theatres. 

Credit  this  one  to  Howie  Mayer,  press 
agent  for  the  Sherman  Hotel  among  other 
places:  “Here  they  were  looking  for  tal- 
ent for  the  ‘Gateway  to  Hollywood’  in  the 
Sherman,  and  registered  at  the  hotel  at 
one  time  were  Mitzi  Green,  Bert  Lytell, 
Fifi  D’Orsay,  Ann  Sothern  and  Roger 
Pryor.” 

While  Bryant  Washburn  was  here  with 
the  Jesse  Lasky  talent  hunters,  he  had  a 
reunion  with  another  leadmg  ma7i  of  silent 
days,  Francis  X.  Bushman,  and  their 
“boss”  of  those  days,  George  K.  Spoor. 

Eddie  Hafercamp,  Illinois  National 
Screen  salesman,  was  only  slightly  in- 
jured in  a motor  car  wreck  as  he  drove 
into  Chicago,  near  Berwyn.  His  DeSoto 
coupe  caught  fire,  but  he  managed  to 
save  his  clothes.  Also  with  him  was  Charles 
DuRyk,  division  manager  for  Ten-O-Win 
in  St.  Louis,  who  also  luckily  escaped  any 
injm’ies  and  managed  to  pull  his  clothes 
from  the  flaming  machine  just  in  the  nick 
of  time. 

Universal  screened  “The  Spirit  of  Culver” 
for  the  trade  at  the  Esquire  Theatre  on 
Wednesday  . . . Roger  Pryor  and  his  wife, 
Ann  Sothern,  were  on  the  stage  of  the 
Chicago  Theatre  this  week,  while  Mitzi 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


Green  headlined  the  stage  show  at  the 
State-Lake  for  B&K. 

The  mother  of  Joe,  Charlie  and  Henry 
Stern  was  buried  on  Monday,  following 
her  death  over  the  weekend  . . . The  wife 
of  Bill  Ackright  of  Filmack,  president  of 
the  Filmrow  Softball  League,  died  last 
week. 

J.  F.  Healy,  head  of  the  juvenile  home 
of  the  police  department,  is  pinch-hitting 
for  Police  Censor  Lieut.  Harry  Costello 
ivhile  he  is  in  Florida  vacationmg . 

Emma  Abplanalp,  up  and  about  after 
a week’s  illness  from  the  flu,  left  for  an 
eastern  business  trip  this  week  . . . Nor- 
man Pyle,  aide  to  Bill  Bishop,  M-G-M 
divisional  exploiteer  here,  was  in  Detroit 
this  week  working  on  a campaign  for 
“Pygmalion.” 

Gladys  Lax,  informatioii  girl  at  Indiana- 
Illinois  Theatres,  is  on  a West  Indies- 
South  American  cruise  . . . Sam  Clark, 
Warner  publicist,  left  this  week  in  ad- 
vance of  the  others  in  the  Chicago  ex- 
change for  the  national  convention  to  be 
held  in  New  York  . . . Sol  Goldman  of 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises  is  on  a busi- 
ness trip  through  Indiana,  Missouri  and 
Kansas. 


Where  You  Get  "Silents" 
And  Cocktails,  Both  Old 

Milwaukee — Silent  films  are  being 
shown  in  the  cocktail  rooms  of  the  Pfister 
Hotel  here  and  the  Park  Hotel  in  Madi- 
son. 

Locally  the  programs  start  at  9 p.  m. 
and  run  until  midnight.  At  Madison 
they  are  being  advertised  as  “Nickelodeon 
Night,”  and  no  cover  charge  is  assessed. 
Most  of  the  films  are  10  years  and  older. 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

■ -i  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ■ 
CHICAGO 
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pATHER  FLANAGAN,  founder  and  head 
of  Boys  Town,  and  widely  recognized 
for  his  excellent  work,  will  be  guest  speaker 
at  the  annual  Saint  Patrick’s  celebration 
sponsored  by  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hiber- 
ians  at  the  Claypool  Hotel,  March  19, 

Don  Smith,  local  manager  of  National 
Theatre  Supply,  attended  the  central  dis- 
trict managers’  meeting  of  the  company 
held  in  Chicago  . . . Ralph  Abbott,  Jam 
Handy  represe?itative,  stopped  here  on  his 
way  to  St.  Louis.  He  came  here  frovi  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Sam  Abrams,  Grand  National  salesman, 
was  seen  along  Filmi'ow  for  the  first  time 
in  two  weeks,  Sam  has  been  confined  to 
his  home  by  influenza  , . , Frank  Reiner, 
Warner  Bros,’  office  manager,  spent  the 
weekend  in  Chicago  with  his  parents.  How- 
ever, gossip  has  it  that  Frank  has  a sweetie 
in  the  Windy  City, 

J.  H.  Stevens,  Paramount  branch  nian- 
ager,  was  away  from  the  office  all  week 
with  the  flu  ..  . C.  W.  McKean,  for  many 
years  associated  with  RKO  here,  has  joined 
Warjier  Bros,  in  the  sales  department  . . . 
Klaska  Tacoma  of  the  M-G-M  office  staff 
will  be  married  March  17,  to  William 
Jackson,  a native  of  Texas. 

Hoosier  exhibitors  along  Filnu-ow;  Pete 
and  George  Mailers,  Ft,  Wayne,  Pete  is 
now  looking  after  the  booking  and  buying 
for  the  Riley  and  Jefferson  theatres,  J,  E, 
Stuckey,  Warren,  was  all  hopped  up  over 
at  Columbia  exchange  when  he  reported 
the  building  of  his  new  house  , , , Arthui’ 
Clark,  booker  for  the  Vonderschmitt  cir- 
cuit, Bloomington,  and  Roy  Harold,  Rush- 
ville;  Harry  M,  Palmer,  Washington;  Max 
Stahl,  Shelbyville;  Paul  Meloy,  Shelby- 
ville  , , , Margaret  Baiton,  fonnerly  with 

Only  Three  Family  Films 
Chosen  by  Council 

Chicago — A sui’prisingly  small  number 
of  family  pictures — only  three — are  in- 
cluded on  the  list  of  the  Better  Films 
Council  of  Chicago  for  February,  They 
are  “The  Great  Man  Votes”  (RKO) , “Heart 
of  the  North”  (FN),  and  the  “Man  of 
Blasted”  (Irish  Films), 

Several  “Adult”  films  are  listed  including 
“Devil’s  Island”  (WB) , “Gunga  Din” 
(RKO;,  “Idiot’s  Delight”  (M-G-M), 
“Jesse  James”  (20th-Fox),  “Ride  a Crooked 
Mile”  and  “Zaza”  (Para),  “Kreutzer  Son- 
ata” (French),  and  “The  Great  Citizen” 
(Amkino) . 

The  adult  and  young  adult  listing  in- 
cludes “Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond”  (Para) , 
“Fighting  Thoroughbred”  (Rep),  “The 
Lady  Vanishes”  (GB),  “Sharpshooter”  and 
“Tailspin”  (20th-Fox),  “Torchy  Blane  in 
Chinatown”  (FN),  “Smashing  the  Spy 
Ring”  (Col),  and  “Mother’s  Lullaby” 
(Italian) , 


Coslow  to  Metro 

Hollywood  — Sam  Coslow  has  joined 
Metro’s  music  staff  to  write  several  orig- 
inal songs  for  a forthcoming  feature. 


Big  Feature  Rights  exchange,  is  now  with 
Columbia  in  the  billing  department. 

The  12th  District  American  Legion  Of- 
ficers have  indorsed  the  motion  picture, 
“Spirit  of  Culver,”  which  opened  Thursday 
at  the  Circle  Theatre.  The  group  sponsored 
a special  “Legion  Night”  at  the  opening 
performance.  More  than  a passing  interest 
is  held  for  this  picture  by  R.  R.  Blair,  In- 
dianapolis circuit  exhibitor,  whose  son  is  a 
cadet  at  the  famous  Indiana  military 
academy. 

Claude  McKean,  salesman  for  RKO,  In- 
dianapolis, has  resigned  to  join  Warner 
Bros.’  sales  staff.  He  will  replace  Pete 
DeFazio. 

New  developments  in  the  government’s 
air  defense  equipment  and  planes  flown 
by  the  army  air  corps  ivere  shown  recently 
in  motion  pictures  in  the  Indianapolis 
Naval  Armory  as  the  first  of  a series  of 
Naval  Armory  officers’  mess  meetings. 

Seen  along  the  Row:  Dick  Vlastos, 
Fowler;  Percy  Gladden,  Bloomington; 
Joe  Schilling,  Connersiille;  Harry  Van 
Noy,  Anderson;  Harold  Neese,  Brazil; 
George  and  Petb  Mailers,  Portland:  Paul 
Meloy,  Shelbyville;  Roy  Harrold,  Rush- 
ville.  L.  R.  Abbott  of  Jam  Handy  Films 
was  in  town  on  business.  Edward  Gomer- 
sall,  western  sales  manager  for  Universal, 
was  in  town  making  arrangements  for  the 
changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  local 
exchange. 

Carl  Niesse,  operator  of  the  Vogue  The- 
atre, was  aroused  from  sleep  about  2:30 
a.  m.  this  Monday  by  the  police,  looking 
for  a missing  hoy  whose  parents  reported 
he  had  attended  the  theatre.  They  went 
to  the  theatre  and  fornid  the  missing 
lad  in  the  darkened  auditorium  sound 
asleep. 

Ernest  Smith  Plans  New 
House  in  Francesville 

Francesville,  Ind. — Ernest  Smith,  opera- 
tor of  the  theatre  here  which  has  been 
closed  for  a year,  has  announced  plans  to 
build  a new  house  here,  which  will  be 
completely  modern. 


"First  Lady"  Praises 
Club  Benefit 

St.  Louis — Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
has  sent  a letter  to  Louis  AnselL  Presi- 
dent of  the  St.  Louis  Variety  Club, 
commending  the  club  for  its  sponsor- 
ship of  a dinner  dance  and  midnight 
show  for  the  benefit  of  refugee  chil- 
dren from  Germany. 

She  wrote:  “My  good  wishes  go  to 
the  members  of  the  St.  Louis  Variety 
Club.  I hope  the  efforts  they  are  mak- 
ing to  help  the  refugee  children  will 
meet  with  every  success." 

Paul  Whiteman  and  orchestra  and 
stars  were  featured  in  both  affairs. 


Query  Two  Lawyers 
In  Ouster  Case 

St,  Louis — Attorneys  Paul  Dillon  and 
Sigmund  M.  Bass,  who  appeared  before 
the  Grand  jury  in  connection  with  that 
body’s  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  a $15,000  check  made  pay- 
able to  Dillon  was  given  to  liim  by  Clyde 
A.  Weston,  business  manager  of  Local 
No.  143  of  the  Motion  Picture  Machine 
Operators’  Union,  said  that  the  check  was 
for  legal  fees  and  expenses. 

Dillon  and  Bass  each  received  $5,000  as 
a retainer  for  defense  of  the  civil  suit  to 
oust  Weston  and  Vice-President  John  P. 
Nick  of  the  lATSE  from  control  of  Local 
No.  143,  filed  by  19  dissatisfied  members, 
they  said,  and  contended  the  remaining 
$5,000  was  for  expenses. 

Another  witness  before  the  jury  was 
Robert  E.  Hannegan,  attorney  and  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  City  Committee. 
Hannegan  told  reporters  he  had  never 
represented  Weston  or  Nick,  but  had  been 
counsel  for  the  union  last  year  in  the 
equity  suit  involving  the  union’s  inter- 
vention in  support  of  the  city  ordinance  in- 
volving safety  measures  in  projection 
booths  of  local  theatres. 

Two  apprentice  motion  picture  machine 
operators,  sons  of  two  of  the  19  men  who 
fhed  the  ouster  suit  against  Weston  and 
Nick,  have  recently  been  dismissed  from 
their  jobs  on  orders  of  Weston,  it  is 
charged. 

The  business  agent  explained  this  action 
was  compulsoiT  because,  under  union  rules, 
permit  men  are  only  allowed  to  work  when 
there  are  no  idle  union  projectionists  to 
take  their  places.  So  when  two  out-of- 
town  unemployed  projectionists  applied 
at  the  union  headquarters  for  positions 
Weston  had  to  find  spots  for  them  by 
dropping  two  permit  men,  he  said. 

The  dismissed  men  are  Alfred  Savage, 
who  has  been  an  operator  at  the  Dakota 
Theatre  for  the  past  three  years,  and 
Glenn  Myers,  a “permit  man”  for  three 
years,  working  most  of  that  time  at  the 
Janet  Theatre  in  the  Jennings  district. 
Both  had  been  receiving  $47.50  a week, 
the  union  scale  applicable  to  the  outlying 
houses. 

Hobart  Bosworth  Condition 
Is  Greatly  Improved 

St.  Louis — The  condition  of  Hobart 
Bosworth,  silent  screen  star,  who  was  here 
with  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gateway  to  Hol- 
lywood” talent  hunt,  and  who  became  se- 
riously ill,  was  sufficiently  improved  this 
week  enabling  him  to  leave  the  hospital 
for  the  coast. 

Marcus  Opens  Remodeled 
House  in  Ft.  Wayne 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. — Approximately  $20,000 
was  expended  in  the  remodeling  of  the 
old  Eastern  Theatre,  which  has  been  re- 
opened as  the  Creighton,  by  M.  Marcus. 
The  house  was  taken  over  last  fall  from 
Mrs.  Tony  Elleson,  whose  husband  oper- 
ated the  theatre  for  years. 
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Greenman  Circuit 
Into  F-M  Fold 


St.  Louis — Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  execu- 
tive head  of  the  Fanchon  & Marco  inter- 
ests here,  has  announced  that  Harry 
Greenman,  veteran  local  motion  picture 
theatre  owner  and  manager,  has  become 
affiliated  with  the  Fanchon  & Marco  in- 
terests and  has  been  made  a district  man- 
ager for  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  neighborhood  and 
suburban  theatre  chain. 

Tire  Fanchon  & Marco  interests  have 
taken  over  the  U-City,  a 500-seater;  the 
Dakota,  a 500-seater,  and  the  Yale,  which 
has  575  seats.  All  were  formerly  operated 
by  the  Greenman  Theatres,  Inc.,  headed 
by  Greenman. 

It  is  learned  that  the  Fanchon  & Marco 
interests  also  are  dickering  for  the  Lex- 
ington Theatre,  which  has  698  seats. 
Greenman  has  been  operating  this  house 
in  conjimction  with  W.  J.  Colonna. 

Greenman  also  has  disposed  of  the  De 
Luxe  Theatre,  a 500-seat  house  catering 
to  the  Negro  trade  in  East  St.  Louis,  111., 
which  was  recently  modernized  at  a cost 
of  about  $15,000.  That  house  returns  to 
A.  D.  Magarian,  prominent  East  St.  Louis 
merchant  who  formerly  operated  the  the- 
atre. 

The  Longwood  Theatre,  which  has  had  a 
booking  and  advertising  arrangement  with 
the  Greenman  chain,  will  continue  to  be 
operated  as  an  independent  house.  Green- 
man was  not  financially  interested  in  that 
house. 

In  his  new  position  with  St.  Louis  Amuse- 
ment, Greenman  again  becomes  associat- 
ed Avith  Arthur.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
Greenman  formerly  managed  the  Fox  The- 
atre while  it  was  under  the  Fanchon  & 
Marco  banner.  In  fact  he  was  the  first 
manager  of  the  big  Grand  Boulevard  house. 
At  one  time  he  managed  the  Loew’s  State 
Theatre,  and  prior  to  that  had  charge  of 
the  old  Liberty  Theatre  when  it  was  the 
local  first-run  house  for  Fox  Pictures. 


F-M  Rush  Union  Revamp; 
More  Modernization  Due 

St.  Louis — The  work  of  remodeling  and 
modernizing  the  Union  Tlieatre  is  being 
rushed  so  that  the  house  can  be  ready 
for  its  grand  reopening  on  April  1. 

The  Fanchon  & Marco  interests,  which 
operate  this  house  as  part  of  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  chain,  are  spending  about 
$40,000  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  in- 
viting of  all  the  outlying  theatres  in  the 
city. 

When  the  Union  reopens  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.  will  close  the  Mikado  The- 
atre, which  has  1,348  seats.  While  it  is 
dark  this  theatre  will  also  undergo  a 
complete  modernization  program,  includ- 
ing a new  front,  canopy,  lobby,  etc.,  as  well 
as  interior  changes,  new  equipment,  seats, 
etc. 

Harry  C.  Arthur  jr.,  head  of  the  Fanchon 
& Marco  interests  here,  in  commenting 


ST.  L 

I^AY  COLVIN,  head  of  the  Exhibitors 
Supply  Co.,  and  Johnny  Walsh,  veteran 
independent  film  distributor,  will  be  the 
delegates  of  the  St.  Louis  Variety  Club 
to  the  national  convention  of  Variety  Clubs 
to  be  held  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  during  April. 
Colvin  is  chairman  of  the  heart  commit- 
tee of  the  Variety  Club,  and  has  been 
kept  busy  in  that  job  this  winter.  The 
committee  handles  the  various  charity  ac- 
tivities of  the  club. 

Out-of-tomiers  seen  along  Filmrow  in 
recent  days  included:  John  Reese,  Wells- 
ville.  Mo.;  George  Kerasotes,  Springfield, 
III.;  Tom  Roonan,  Danville,  III.;  district 
manager  Great  States,  and  Bob  Cluster, 
Salem,  III. 

April  has  been  designated  “Barney  & 
Nat  Month”  by  Republic  Pictures  and 
many  of  the  exhibitors  throughout  the 
territory  already  are  saying  it  with  dates 
for  those  two  popular  veterans  of  the  dis- 
tribution end  of  the  business : Barney  Ros- 
enthal and  Nat  Steinberg.  They  date  their 
experience  back  to  the  baby  days  of  the 
industry  and  have  many  friends,  both  in- 
side and  out  of  the  trade.  So  it  looks  like 
Republic  will  have  a big  month  in  April. 

Jack  Harris  is  reported  to  have  resigned 
from  the  sales  staff  of  National  Screen 
Service.  He  has  not  announced  his  future 
plans  . . . Earl  Stout  of  the  Uptown  Thea- 
tre, Cairo,  III.,  is  a patient  at  the  Barnes 
Hospital  here. 

Wally  Gleason  of  the  Warner  Bros,  sales 
staff  is  recovering  from  injmdes  suffered 
when  his  automobile  did  a couple  of  flip 
flops  near  Warrenton,  Mo.  Following  emer- 
gency treatment  near  the  scene  he  was 
brought  to  St.  Louis  in  a bus  and  is  now 
at  home.  The  machine  was  wrecked  . . . 
Joe  Sarfarty,  Universal  salesman,  is  back 
on  the  job  and  is  almost  fully  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  his  auto  accident  in 
Illinois  several  weeks  ago. 

Business  is  either  good  or  had.  If  the 
Florida  sojourners  in  the  trade  are  any 
criterion:  Joe  Garrison,  Universal  skipper 
and  his  wife,  and  Tommy  Williamson  of 


on  the  plans  for  remodeling  the  Mikado, 
stated  that  the  company  plans  to  spend 
about  $200,000  in  a modernization  program 
this  spring  and  summer  that  will  include 
improvements  for  the  Pageant  Theatre,  a 
1,312-seater;  the  Grand-Florissant,  a 1,- 
750-seater;  the  Maffitt,  a 955-seat  house; 
the  Shenandoah,  a 1,560-seater,  and  the 
Tivoli  Theatre,  which  has  1,332  seats. 

In  the  meantime,  the  final  preliminary 
plans  are  being  perfected  for  the  new  de- 
luxe first  run  theatre  to  be  erected  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Finney  and  Pendle- 
ton avenues  by  the  Finney  Theatre  Corp., 
a subsidiary  of  the  Fanchon  & Marco 
Service  Corp.,  which  operates  the  Fox, 
Missouri  and  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  chain.  This  theatre,  which  will  cater 
to  the  Negro  trade,  will  cost  about  $250,- 
000,  including  the  site  and  equipment. 


the  Movie  Theatre,  and  his  missus,  re- 
turned from  the  Southland  last  week. 
Tommy  was  proudly  displaying  some  pho- 
tos from  a Miami  paper  to  prove  that  he 
actually  caught  a Wb-pound  Marlin.  No 
faking  either.  But  he  had  a real  squawk. 
It  seems  that  Miami  has  a $1,500  competi- 
tion for  the  largest  Marlin  in  a certain 
period.  Then  when  Tommy  drags  in  the 
biggest  finner  of  years  another  chap  has 
to  go  out  mid  lasso  a MO-pounder. 

Benny  Rheingold,  20th  Century-Fox 
manager;  Johnny  Quinn,  M-G-M  man- 
ager ; Henry  Holloway,  Gem  Theatre,  Over- 
land, Mo.;  A1  Rosecan,  Princess  Theatre, 
St.  Louis;  Henry  Johnson,  Compton  Tlie- 
atre,  St.  Louis,  and  Ted  Coleman,  Mount 
Carmel,  also  took  Florida  vacations.  John- 
son also  slipped  over  to  Cuba  while  away. 

Sidney  Johnson,  Merry  Widow  Theatre, 
St.  Louis,  is  vacationing  at  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.  . . . John  Spaulding,  Flora,  III.,  and 
Joe  Hewitt,  Robinson,  III.,  loere  recent 
visitors  to  the  Row. 

Recent  sales  made  by  the  Exhibitors 
Supply  Co.  included  a new  screen,  lamp, 
rectifier,  etc.,  to  the  Mercier  Theatre,  Per- 
ryville.  Mo.;  new  seats  for  the  Roxy  and 
Esquire,  the  Frisina  circuit  houses  in  East 
St.  Louis,  111.,  and  new  stage  drapes,  cm-- 
tain,  screen,  etc.,  for  the  Bijou  Tlieatre 
in  Can’ollton,  111. 

Hobart  Bosworth,  veteran  screen  star, 
who  was  stricken  with  the  flu  here,  has 
left  the  Deaconess  Hospital  for  his  home 
in  Hollywood.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  who  flew  here  about  two  weeks  ago 
when  his  condition  was  regarded  as  critical. 

The  Paul  Whiteman  benefit  shows  at 
the  Fox  Theatre  at  midnight  March  4 and 
the  dinner-dance  at  the  Coronado  Hotel 
earlier  that  evening  will  net  the  Variety 
Club  $3,000,  according  to  Louis  Ansell, 
chief  barker.  Profits  from  the  Fox  show 
will  go  to  the  German  refugee  children 
while  the  net  proceeds  of  the  dinner-dance 
will  be  used  for  local  charity  work  spon- 
sored by  the  Variety  Club. 


Mount  Carmel  Fire 

Mount  Carmel,  III. — The  American  The- 
atre, a 630-seater  operated  by  Tlieodore 
Coleman,  was  badly  damaged  by  fire.  It 
also  was  learned  that  a print  of  “Forged 
Passport,”  a Republic  Pictures  film,  was 
also  destroyed  by  the  flames.  At  the  time 
of  the  fire  Coleman  was  vacationing  in 
Florida.  The  cause  of  the  fire  has  not 
been  determined. 


The  building  is  to  include  offices,  stores 
and  apartment  suites.  It  is  to  have  a full- 
size  stage  as  the  house  will  feature  out- 
standing traveling  Negro  stage  attractions 
in  addition  to  first-run  pictures. 

Leo  F.  Abrams  is  architect  for  this 
building. 
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fJOWARD  MOORE  as  Mortimer,  John 
Andrew  as  Edgar  Bergen,  and  Jack 
Snodgrass  as  W.  C.  Fields,  employes  of 
the  Roxy  Theatre,  put  on  a skit  promot- 
ing “You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man”  in 
the  store  window  of  one  of  the  local  dollar 
stores  for  a full  week  from  1 to  5 p.  m. 
preceding  the  showing  of  the  picture.  The 
skit  took  up  about  15  minutes  of  each 
hour. 

Robert  Zwerman,  formerly  with  the 
Frisina  Amusevient  Co.  at  Olney,  III.,  has 
been  promoted  to  house  manager  of  the 
Tivoli  here. 

The  Fox-Illinois  Theatre  at  Jacksonville, 
111.,  which  has  just  been  remodeled,  was 
to  open  March  9 with  “Wife,  Husband  and 
Friend.” 

Winning  their  struggle  with  the  flu  and 
back  at  the  Fox-Lincoln  Theatre  are  Ray 
Coe,  Eugene  McCarthy,  Robert  Archer  nad 
Marvin  Lee. 

George  Kerasotes,  local  theatre  operator, 
was  the  guest  of  J.  F.  O'Brien,  RCA  sales 
representative  in  this  territory,  at  the 
“Refugee”  show  in  St.  Louis. 

Kerasotes  Brothers  have  purchased  new 
RCA  equipment  for  their  Lawford  The- 
atre at  Havana,  managed  by  Edward 
Walker. 

M.  E.  Berman,  manager  of  the  Orpheum, 
was  to  go  to  Chicago  Wednesday  to  make 
plans  with  Max  Turner,  Balaban  & Katz 
booking  agent,  for  future  stage  shows.  Ber- 
man celebrated  Great  States  Managers' 
Week  by  running  a full  page  of  “Let  Free- 
dom Ring”  promotion  in  the  Illinois  State 
Journal;  by  a special  reduced  price  ticket 
sale,  and  by  a gas  heating  display  in  the 
theatre  lobby  with  a $150  Electrolux  re- 
frigerator offered  as  a prize  by  the  gas 
appliance  merchants. 


Bobby  Breen  Taken  111  in 
Chicago  While  on  Tour 

Chicago — Bo’jby  Breen,  young  RKO  star, 
who  was  scheduled  for  a personal  appear- 
ance at  the  RKO  Palace  here  this  week 
arrived  from  Columbus  seriously  ill.  As 
a result  he  could  not  go  on  and  Black- 
stone  the  Magician  enlarged  his  show  to 
carry  the  stage  show  for  the  week. 

Also  Little  Sammy,  a 9-year-old  orphan 
from  the  Deborah  Society  Boys’  Home, 
substituted  for  him.  The  youngster  is  a 
discovery  of  Max  Roth,  Republic  division 
manager,  and  Earl  Kurtz,  general  man- 
ager of  Radio  Station  WLS.  The  boy  has 
toured  with  the  Father  Flanagan  Boys 
Town  troupe,  and  is  being  considered  by 
Paramount  for  a role  in  a forthcoming 
film. 


Ready  "Beethoven" 

Hollywood — “Beethoven,”  based  on  the 
life  of  the  famous  music  composer,  with 
Paul  Muni  in  the  title  role,  will  be  scripted 
for  Warner  Bros,  by  Ulric  Steindorff  and 
Abem  Finkel. 


Gorman  Gives  In — 

Chicago — This  pictm’e  is  news  in  itself. 
It  is  one  of  the  few  pictures  that  Tom 
Gorman,  pinch-hitting  for  Jim  Christy, 
RKO  theatres  district  manager  here,  has 
ever  taken.  And  it  took  a lot  of  talking 
to  get  him  to  finally  agree  to  pose. 

The  girls  showm  with  Tom  are  among 
the  several  himdred  entrants  who  were 
tested  by  Arthur  Willi,  head  RKO  casting 
director,  while  he  was  here  tlris  week  on 
another  leg  of  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  search.  They  are,  left 
to  right,  Jane  Farrar,  June  Larson  and 
Fairy  Cunningham. 


R,  S.  Wenger  Revamping 
Grand  at  Union  City 

Union  City,  Ind. — R.  S.  Wenger  is  reno- 
vating his  Grand  Theatre  here.  Improve- 
ments include  a new  boxoffice,  new  sound, 
redecoration  and  new  stage  appointments. 


Opens  in  Otterbein 

Indianapolis  — James  Huckleberry  op- 
ened his  new  189-seat  Band  Box  Theatre 
in  Otterbein,  Ind.,  on  Saturday,  March  4. 
Huckleberry  will  be  open  every  night  in 
the  week  except  Mondays  and  will  have 
three  changes  per  week. 


BOWLING 


Chicago — About  fifty  members  and  their 
friends  of  the  Film  Bowling  League  par- 
ticipated in  the  all-day  outing  Sunday  at 
Hansen’s  Bowling  Alleys,  Hammond.  Tied 
for  first  in  the  sweepstakes  were  Bert 
Butte  of  Photoplay  and  William  Boen  of 
National  Screen. 

In  the  regular  weekly  bowling.  Uni- 
versal himg  on  desperately  to  its  second- 
place  spot  by  defeating  the  leading  Re- 
public team,  two  out  of  three.  Film  Car- 
riers are  only  a game  out  of  second  by 
taking  three  from  Essaness.  Paramount 
won  two  from  20th  Century-Fox  to  take 
fourth  fi’om  Essaness,  while  Photoplay 
won  a pair  from  National  Screen. 


WISIIllLWAIUlllflElE 

^R.  AND  MRS.  E.  L.  CARSON,  parents 
of  Jack  Carson,  actor,  have  left  to  visit 
their  son,  who  is  currently  working  on  an 
M-G-M  film  in  Hollywood  . . . William  L. 
Ainsworth,  president  of  Independent  The- 
atres, Inc.,  Fond  du  Lac,  was  in  Milwau- 
kee last  week  for  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Wisconsin  State  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Ainsworth  is  vice-president  of  dis* 
trict  three  of  the  association. 

Harold  Mirisch,  operator  of  the  Tower 
and  Oriental  theatres  here,  is  vacationing 
in  Florida. 

Ray  A.  Tesch,  business  manager  of  the 
Independent  Theatres  Protective  Ass’n  of 
Wisconsin,  appeared  before  the  common 
council’s  judiciary  committee  last  week  to 
oppose  the  proposed  ordinance  requiring 
each  theatre  to  have  an  illuminated  clock 
in  its  auditorium.  Tlie  matter  has  been 
laid  over  for  two  weeks. 

Oscar  Bamnann’s  Classic  Theatre  at 
Watertown  was  robbed  last  week  of  $300. 
A suspect  is  being  held  by  police. 

The  state  assembly  has  unanimously 
adopted  a resolution  commending  Edward 
Benjii,  manager  of  the  Capitol  Theatre, 
Madison,  for  his  indi\idual  efforts  and 
close  cooperation  with  state  agencies  in 
promoting  Wisconsin’s  dairy  products. 

Ben  Poblocki  & Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
is  erecting  a new  canopy  and  sign  on  the 
De  Pere  Theatre  at  De  Pere,  and  will  erect 
a new  canopy  on  the  Murray  here. 

Braun  & Thomas,  operators  of  the  Ker- 
redge  and  Orpheum  theatres  in  Hancock, 
Mich.,  are  planning  a new  house  at  Hough- 
ton, Mich. 


Ten  Shorts  by  Paramount 
Are  Slated  lor  March 

Hollywood — Paramount  will  release  ten 
short  subjects  during  March,  according  to 
Lou  Diamond,  short  subject  head. 

They  include  “Champagne  Music  of 
Lawrence  Welk,”  “Circus  Co-Ed,”  “Leave 
Well  Enough  Alone,”  “Tlie  Sporting  Irish,” 
“Small  Fry,”  “Republic  of  Panama,”  “Mu- 
sical Mountaineer,”  Paramount  Pictorials 
Nos.  8 and  9,  and  Popular  Science  No.  4. 


RKO  Scouts  in  Chicago 
For  Lasky  Selections 

Chicago — RKO’s  traveling  troupe  of 
talent  scouts,  headed  by  Arthur  Willi,  head 
casting  director;  Bryant  Washburn,  star 
of  silent  days,  and  Ralph  Rolan  of  RKO, 
were  here  to  select  Chicago  winners  in 
the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gateway  to  Holly- 
wood” auditions. 


A Crosby  Completed 

Hollywood  — “East  Side  of  Heaven,” 
Bing  Crosby  starrer  at  Universal,  was  com- 
pleted this  week.  Others  in  the  cast  are 
Joan  Blondell  and  Mischa  Auer.  David 
Butler  directed  for  Producer  Herb  Polesie. 
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PRODUCT  DDTICDLTIES  LEAD  BERGER  TO  DUAL 
AT  A DIME  AND  THREATEN  CONSPIRACY  SUIT 


Delay  Postpones  "Showdown” 

Minneapolis — If  W.  A.  Steffes  goes  through  with  his  present  plans  to  call  the 
Northwest  Allied  convention  for  June  12  to  14,  a showdown  between  the  present 
administration  and  "insurgents"  within  the  body  will  be  postponed  until  that  time. 

The  "insurgents"  are  threatening  to  cut  loose  and  form  their  own  organization 
because  Steffes  cannot,  or  will  not,  compel  Bennie  Berger,  an  associate  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Paradise  Theatre,  local  neighborhood  house,  to  discontinue  buy- 
ing runs  of  M-G-M  pictures,  thus  bidding  up  the  price  of  film.  Steffes  asserts 
Berger  is  in  complete  charge  of  the  Paradise  operation  and  he  has  no  control  over 
Bennie. 

Northwest  Allied  leaders  are  reported  to  be  in  favor  against  participation  in 
trade  practice  conferences.  The  reason  for  this  stand  is  the  repeal  of  the  North 
Dakota  theatre  divorcement  law. 

"Anti-Theatre  ” Legislation 
To  Committees  in  Iowa 


Des  Moines — Exhibitors  in  the  Des 
Moines  distribution  area  are  keeping  a 
sharp  watch  on  the  Iowa  legislatui-e,  since 
the  first  two  weeks  in  March  will  proba- 
bly tell  the  tale  for  “anti-theatre”  legis- 
lation. 

Both  houses  of  the  Iowa  legislature  now 
have  sifting  committees,  and  disposition 
of  bhls  that  have  been  introduced  is  up 
to  the  discretion  of  these  all-important 
committees.  It  is  up  to  these  conunittees 
whether  bills  are  brought  up  for  floor 
action  or  not. 

Iowa  exhibitors  have  some  staunch 
friends  in  both  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  and  indications  point  to 
the  death  of  “anti-theatre”  legislation  due 
to  inactivity.  That’s  the  way  exhibitors 
want  it,  for  the  good  of  the  industry  in 
Iowa. 

There  has  been  strong  opposition  form- 
ed against  imfavorable  legislation  that 
would  strike  stiff  body  blows  to  the  picture 
industry  in  Iowa.  The  four  bills  of  prime 
interest  and  their  present  status; 

1.  A bill  to  abolish  Bank  Night  and 
all  other  chance  games  with  a sweeping 
re-definition  of  the  Iowa  lottery  laws,  in- 
troduced by  Reps.  John  S.  Heffner  of 
Webster  City,  Elmer  E.  Cooper  of  Corn- 
ing, W.  A.  Yager  of  Spirit  Lake,  and 
Melvin  Wilson  of  Lake  City. 

This  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  house 
police  regulations  committee. 

2.  A scheme  to  legalize  Bank  Night  and 
other  chance  games  by  sticking  a 10-cent 
tax  on  all  tickets  sold  for  chance  pur- 
poses. If  enacted,  this  law  would  require 
exhibitors,  not  their  patrons,  to  pay  a 
10-cent  tax  on  all  tickets  sold  on  chance 
night.  Bill  designed  to  raise  $3,000,000 
a year  for  old  age  assistance  fund,  a 
strong  talking  point  in  this  legislature. 

Introduced  by  Repi.  William  N.  Judd  of 


Clinton,  this  bill  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  house  ways  and  means  committee. 

3.  A bill  to  require  two  operators  in 
every  theatre  booth  in  Iowa  in  towns  of 
1,200  or  more.  Exhibitors  in  the  1,200- 
5,000  class  would  find  this  measure,  if 
enacted,  a tough  financial  problem  to  face. 

Tliis  bill  was  also  introduced  by  Rep- 
resentative Judd.  It  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  house  sifting  committee. 

4.  A bill  creating  a nine-member  Iowa 
censor  board  to  view  and  approve  all  pic- 
tures shown  in  the  state.  This  proposal 
would  cost  Iowa  exhibitors  at  least  $150,- 
000  a year  if  passed,  since  it  would  cost 
$75,000  to  operate  the  censor  board.  Un- 
der the  bill  this  cost  of  operation  would 
be  doubled,  charged  against  the  films  re- 
viewed and  the  theatres  that  exhibited 
them.  Tlie  surplus  $75,000  would  go  to 
the  state  general  school  fund. 

Introduced  by  Sen.  A.  E.  Augustine  of 
Oskaloosa,  this  bill  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  senate  judiciary  committee. 

To  balance  these  four  bills  is  one  fa- 
vored by  exhibitors.  Introduced  by  Rep. 
W.  J.  Johannes  of  Ashton,  the  bill  per- 
mits exhibiting  in  Iowa  of  prizefight  pic- 
tures, now  prohibited.  This  bill  has  passed 
the  house  and  is  now  on  the  senate  cal- 
endar ready  for  passage. 

Iowa  exhibitors  and  their  friends,  union 
projectionists  and  stagehands  have  mar- 
shaled opposition  to  the  “anti-theatre” 
legislation.  The  Iowa  association  of  lATSE 
is  fighting  the  Bank  Night  bills  on  the 
basis  that  merchants  are  helped  by  B.  N. 
and  that  patrons  get  their  money’s  worth 
for  pictures  even  if  they  don’t  win  prizes. 


Two  Key  Committees  in 
Iowa  Legislature 

Des  Moines — The  outcome  of  legislation 
affecting  the  theatre  industry,  now  before 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Claims  First-Runs  Denied 
His  Loop  House  Since 
Chain  Competing 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Minneapolis — Going  on  the  war  path 
against  competing  exhibitors  and  local 
major  exchanges,  Bennie  Berger,  former 
Northwest  Allied  president  and  prominent 
independent  circuit  operator,  again  is 
deemed  tossing  monkey  wrenches  into  the 
industry’s  machinery  here. 

Berger,  who  has  many  of  the  independent 
neighborhood  exhibitors  extremely  peeved 
— to  put  it  lightly — because  he  insists  on 
buying  runs  of  M-G-M  pictm-es  for  his 
uptown  Paradise  Theatre  and  showing 
them  ahead  of  other  independents  at  lower 
admission  prices,  exploded  more  bomb- 
shells this  week. 

Claiming  he  has  been  shut  off  from 
product  at  his  Time,  loop  first-run  sure- 
seater,  Berger  inaugurated  double  features 
there  at  a dime  admission.  Previously, 
the  house  had  a 15-cent  scale  for  single 
features,  first-runs  and  reissues. 

At  the  same  time,  Berger  divulged  that 
he  is  considering  a suit  against  the  ex- 
changes and  against  Pantages  and  the 
Seventh  Street  Theatre,  charging  conspir- 
acy. 

Formerly,  Berger  avers,  the  Time  was 
able  to  obtain  a number  of  RKO  and 
Columbia  first-runs  that  now  are  refused 
him  “because  they’re  being  absorbed”  by 
two  Minnesota  Amusement  company  down- 
town houses,  the  Aster  with  its  double  fea- 
tures and  the  recently  opened  Gopher. 

Berger  says  he  wants  to  play  subsequent- 
run  pictures  at  the  Time  day  and  date  with 
Pantages  and  the  Seventh  Street  at  the 
same  or  higher  admission  and  he  insists 
he’s  entitled  to  the  product  on  this  basis 
if  he’ll  pay  the  same  price  for  it  as  those 
competitors.  He  contends,  however,  that 
the  exchanges  won’t  do  business  with  the 
Time  imder  such  conditions,  demanding 
that  he  follow  Pantages  and  the  Seventh 
Street  and  still  maintain  at  least  as  high 
an  admission  scale  as  those  houses. 

Berger  charges  that  M-G-M  and  Para- 
mount have  an  agreement  to  give  Pantages 
first  shot  at  subsequent  runs  downtown 
following  the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co., 
although  their  scale  is  15  cents  and  he  is 
willing  to  charge  25  cents  at  the  Time. 

Although  the  Time  wanted  “Snow  White” 
at  25  cents  admission  ahead  of  the  Sev- 
enth Street  (which  raised  its  scale  to  20 
cents  for  this  attraction),  it  was  unable 
to  obtain  the  film,  according  to  Berger. 
He  says  RKO  told  him  he’d  have  to  follow 
the  Seventh  Street. 

The  dime  double  featm-es  at  the  Time 
are  an  “experiment,”  Berger  says,  and  un- 
der any  circumstances  the  policy  will  be 
“interrupted”  from  time  to  time  with  first- 
run  state-right  releases  when  available. 
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Kansas  Censor  Bill 
Out  of  Committee 

Topeka,  Kas. — ^S.  B.  355,  Senator  Hack- 
ney’s censorship  bill  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  observers,  would  do  away  with  block 
booking,  and  which  apparently  does  away 
with  clearance,  has  been  reported  out  of 
the  senate  judiciary  committee.  Tlie  bill 
was  expected  to  show  little  strength  when 
it  first  was  introduced  because  of  its 
radical  proposals. 

One  section  of  the  bill,  which  would 
have  made  the  per  reel  censorship  fees  $25 
instead  of  the  present  $1  per  reel,  was  re- 
moved by  the  committee. 

But  the  remainder  of  the  bill  remains 
as  it  was  written.  Significant  section  is 
the  following: 

“Before  any  contract  or  letter  to  ex- 
hibit shall  be  issued  the  persons  submitting 
said  film  or  reel  shall  sign  and  submit  an 
agreement  that  said  film  or  reel  will  be 
available  to  all  classes  of  persons  or  to 
municipalities  and  schools  at  the  same 
rate,  taking  into  consideration  the  size  of 
building  in  which  it  is  to  be  exhibited,  the 
•size  of  the  town,  and  those  other  elements 
which  go  to  make  up  the  charges  for  this 
service,  and  that  the  persons  submitting 
same  will  not  require  the  purchase  of  any 
other  film  being  offered  or  any  block 
booking,  but  will  allow  the  person  who  de- 
sires to  use  the  said  film  to  buy  it  inde- 
pendent of  any  other  film.” 

Obviously  this  does  away  with  block 
booking.  The  phrase  “available  to  all 
classes  of  persons  or  to  municipalities  and 
schools  at  the  same  rate”  might  easily  be 
interpreted  as  a prohibition  of  clearance. 

The  bill  also  provides  that  “it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  police  department  in  each 
city  in  which  films  are  shown  to  see  that 
all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  state 
censor  board  and  all  of  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Kansas  in  relation  to  the  examina- 
tion, approval  and  showing  of  the  films 
are  fully  complied  with.” 

Divorcement  Bill  Has  Senate 
Committee  Recommendation 

Topeka,  Kas.  — The  senate  judiciary 
committee  has  recommended  Rep.  Blake 
Williamson’s  divorcement  bill  for  passage. 
The  bill  already  has  passed  the  house,  and 
now  awaits  action  in  the  senate. 

H.  B.  228  has  developed  unexpected 
strength  as  it  went  through  the  legislature, 
and  some  observers  are  inclined  to  believe 
it  will  pass  in  the  senate.  It  provides  di- 
vorcement of  production  and  exhibition  in 
the  state.  According  to  Williamson,  the 
act  is  sponsored  by  independent  theatre 
owners. 


Three  Winners  Meet 

Kansas  City — Miss  Evelyn  Huhn,  winner 
of  the  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  district  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  auditions,  was  met  here 
last  week  by  the  local  winners.  Miss  Ger- 
maine Haskins  Wiljen  and  Jack  Grogan 
of  radio  station  WHB.  'The  Minneapolis 
winner  was  en  route  to  Hollywood.  James 
Moore,  RKO  test  director,  who  held  the 
auditions  here,  also  met  Miss  Huhn. 


From  BB  Bulletin 


Kansas  City — From  the  Kansas  City 
Better  Business  Bulletin  of  March  2: 

“Mailings  from  two  new  motion  picture 
producers  have  been  received  in  this  vi- 
cinity from  the  West  Coast.  Both  were 
offering  stock  for  sale. 

“ T have  been  offered  plenty  of  money 
by  “Big  Moguls”  in  Hollywood,  declared 
one  of  the  new  producers  who  enclosed  a 
scenario  digest  of  a proposed  ‘horse  opera.’ 

“ ‘BUT  I HAVE  REJECTED  ALL  THEIR 
OFFERS!  WHY? 

“ ‘BECAUSE  for  a long  time  I have  had 
my  mind  made  up  that  I would  give  the 
people  who  really  support  the  movies,  the 
people  who  go  to  the  movies — an  oppor- 
tunity for  once  to  share  in  the  RICH  and 
RECURRING  profits  to  be  derived  from  a 
new  production.’ 

“The  other  production  firm  declared  a 
similar  reason  for  selling  its  stock  by  mail. 
Neither  is  licensed  to  sell  stock  in  Missouri 
and  Kansas.  The  Bureau  is  making  in- 
quiry of  the  SEC  concerning  the  registra- 
tion of  these  stock  offerings. 

“Suspicion  is  aroused,  however,  by  the 
promoters'  benevolence  in  letting  the  pub- 
lic in  on  the  ground  floor  of  these  new 
motion  picture  productions.  If  a specula- 
tor could  obtain  capital  through  regular 
financial  channels,  or  could  get  backing 
from  a few  ‘Big  Moguls,’  why  would  he  go 
to  the  great  expense  of  a mail  campaign 
to  sell  stock  in  $30  and  $50  blocks  to 
thousands  of  persons?” 

Amusement  Bills' 

'39  Chances  Die 

Lincoln  — When  both  the  theatre  di- 
vorcement bill  and  the  measure  seeking 
to  place  film  sales  under  the  hand  of  the 
state  railway  commission  were  killed  in 
committee  here  with  them  died  the  last 
chance  of  any  amusement  bills  of  import- 
ance to  get  by  in  the  1939  session. 

Strangest  of  the  incidents  around  the 
killing  was  the  absence  of  Sen.  E.  M.  Neu- 
bauer,  the  Orleans,  Neb.,  author  of  both 
measures.  He  did  not  appear,  or  have 
anyone  appear  for  him  to  defend  the  mea- 
sures, after  having  said  he  intended  to 
push  for  setting  the  industry  house  in 
order  in  Nebraska  in  regard  to  film  selling 
tactics  and  producer  distributor  “inter- 
ference.” 

Farley  Young,  associate  of  Max  G. 
Towle,  the  film  business  lobbyist,  in  the 
Lancaster  county  attorney’s  office,  spoke 
against  the  bill.  He  said  only  $20,000 
could  be  raised  from  the  regulation  bill, 
which  asked  $1,000  annually  per  exchange 
plus  $1  per  reel  distributed,  and  it  would 
all  be  passed  on  to  the  exhibitor. 

He  also  said  it  was  better  to  have  dis- 
tributor-exhibitor interests  in  that  state 
in  order  to  establish  an  economic  experi- 
ence on  which  to  base  prices. 

Young  claimed  306  state  exhibitors 
backed  his  presentation  as  their  wishes  in 


Theatre  Legislation 
Is  in  Committees 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

the  Iowa  legislature,  depends  largely  on 
the  actions  of  16  solons  who  are  members 
of  two  important  committees. 

The  steering  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives  has  complete  control  of  all 
bills  in  the  house,  and  selects  which  bills 
are  brought  up  on  the  floor  for  action  and 
which  bills  are  not  brought  up,  in  effect 
killed.  The  senate  sifting  committee  has 
the  same  powers  over  bills  now  in  the  sen- 
ate. These  committees  also  have  complete 
powers  over  bills  being  studied  by  other 
sub-committees. 

Members  of  the  house  committee  con- 
sists of  Reps.  Arch  W.  McFarlane,  O.  N. 
Hultman,  Bert  E.  Dodds,  Robert  D.  Blue, 
Philip  F.  Roan,  David  Dancer  and  E.  A. 
Moore. 

Members  of  the  senate  committee  con- 
sists of  Sens.  E.  P.  Donohue,  E.  P.  Corwin, 
Howard  Baldwin,  Harold  V.  Levis,  San- 
ford Zeigler,  K.  A.  Evans,  G.  R.  Hill,  C. 
O.  Sjulin  and  Lester  S.  Gillette. 

Communications  to  these  committee 
members  should  be  addressed  to  “Sen. 
John  Smith,  State  House,  Des  Moines,  la.” 


Reopen  Apollo  While  Isis 
Rebuilt  Following  Fire 

Kansas  City — The  Fox  Apollo  Theatre 
will  be  reopened  temporarily  while  the  cir- 
cuit’s Isis  Tlieatre,  a block  away,  is  being 
remodeled  following  fire  damages  totaling 
$30,000  early  Thursday  morning.  Esti- 
mated loss  to  the  building  is  $25,000  and 
$5,000  to  the  contents,  including  rugs,  cur- 
tains, seats  and  woodwork.  The  loss  is 
fully  covered  by  insurance. 

The  ground  floor  shops  were  damaged 
by  smoke  and  water.  The  fire  is  said  to 
have  originated  in  the  lobby  from  an  un- 
known cause.  Frank  E.  Ritter  is  manager 
of  the  theatre. 


Advances  Opening  Hour 
For  New  Film  Policy 

Kansas  City — Coincident  with  its  change 
in  policy  from  a regular  vaude-film  house, 
the  Fox  Tower,  downtown  first  run,  is 
opening  an  hour  early  to  show  its  straight 
film  programs.  Heretofore  it  has  opened 
at  noon.  Tlie  Tower  will  trade  places 
with  the  Esquire  as  teammate  of  the  Up- 
town in  first-nuining  simultaneously  the 
big  new  pictures.  The  theatre  still  will 
offer  name  bands  when  available. 


both  matters.  The  killing  was  immediate 
and  unanimous. 

Only  Sam  Klaver’s  biU  for  installation 
of  toilets  in  booths  of  theatres  in  towns 
of  more  than  1,000  population  remains  on 
the  direct  film  business  tack. 

Senator  Dick  Johnson’s  anti-endurance 
show  bill  has  advanced  to  final  reading. 
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Perfect  Chain  Tax 
Bill  in  Missouri 

Jefferson  City  — Rep.  J.  W.  Farley’s 
chain  store  tax  bill,  which  provides  a 
yearly  levy  of  $10  for  each  store  of  opera- 
tors of  ten  stores,  up  to  $550  annually  for 
each  store  of  groups  operating  500  or  more 
units,  has  been  perfected  by  the  house.  In 
figurmg  the  number  of  units  operated, 
those  operated  in  other  states  as  well  as  in 
Missouri  are  included. 

The  house  also  has  perfected  for  final 
passage  Rep.  H.  S.  Rainwater’s  bill  taxing 
walkathons  $30  per  day  if  held  in  the 
county,  $60  a day  if  held  in  the  city  or 
town. 


UniversaL  Kaycee,  Pays 
Honor  to  Ruth  Kelley 

Kansas  City — It  was  a real  surprise  to 
Ruth  Kelley,  cashier  at  the  Universal  ex- 
change, when,  on  March  4,  L.  J.  Miller, 
branch  manager,  and  other  members  of 
the  exchange  personnel  presented  her  with 
a hostess  tray  in  commemoration  of  her 
20th  year  in  the  service  of  the  branch. 

Miss  Kelley  had  been  with  the  exchange 
20  years  on  February  9,  but  she  was  silent 
about  the  matter.  When  it  was  dis- 
covered, the  celebration  gift  followed.  Mil- 
ler made  a brief  talk. 

Miss  Kelly  came  to  work  at  the  exchange 
when  Milton  Feld  was  branch  manager 
and  offices  were  at  213  West  Twelfth  St. 
Walter  Abranz,  shipper,  has  been  with 
the  exchange  22  years,  and  Clarence 
Knipe,  in  charge  of  advertising,  18  years. 
Miss  Kelly  has  been  cashier  for  a num- 
ber of  years. 


E,  /.  Cheatham  Partner 
With  Jimmie  Poland 

Kansas  City — E.  J.  Cheatham,  hereto- 
fore not  associated  with  the  film  indus- 
try, has  joined  Jimmie  Foland  as  a part- 
ner in  the  Independent  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  here.  Under  the  new  arrangement  the 
company  will  develop  more  intensively  its 
sales  of  theatre  equipment  and  Atlantic 
Pictures,  for  which  it  also  acts  as  the 
western  Missouri  and  Kansas  exchange. 

Independent  handles  a general  line  of 
new  and  used  equipment,  including  the 
products  of  the  General  Seating  Co.,  White- 
lite  Shutter  Co.,  Goodall  Products  (rec- 
tifiers, amplifiers,  etc.).  Instant-way  clean- 
er, Exode  deodorant,  etc. 


Biechele  Opening  Osage 
In  Kansas  City.  Kas. 

Kansas  City — R.  R.  Biechele  is  planning 
to  reopen  his  Osage  Theatre  in  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  March  12.  The  house,  dark 
for  some  weeks,  has  been  thorouglily  re- 
decorated, painted  and  acoustically  treated 
on  the  inside. 


life  A Y € IE  IE 

Jl^LMOST  dead  from  the  flu  last  week, 
Johnny  Scott  looked  at  “Man  of  Con- 
quest” and  went  back  to  work.  Employes 
of  Republic-Midwest  think  the  only  thing 
wrong  with  this  super-special  is  that  it 
doesn’t  star  Scott.  Oh,  yeah?  . . . The 
Tower  is  using  double  features  since  it 
dropped  regular  stage  shows. 

Mrs.  Max  Barewin,  wife  of  the  Price 
Premium  manager  here,  has  gone  home 
from  Menorah  Hospital  where  she  under- 
went an  appendectomy.  Louis  Price,  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  company  at  Chicago, 
was  here  last  weekend. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Richardson,  who 
operate  the  Strand  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Mo., 
have  adopted  a baby  boy.  The  tiny  lad 
will  answer  to  the  name  of  Ronald. 

More  from  out  and  around:  Sam  Filson, 
Majestic,  Scott  City,  Kas.,  who  drove  to 
Salina  and  then  had  to  continue  on  in  by 
train  because  of  the  snow.  Sam  has  just 
returned  from  a trip  to  Mexico.  George 
Nescher,  Valley  Falls,  Kas.;  Dewey  Gates, 
Waterville,  Kas.;  Tom  Wilhoit,  Plattsburg , 
Mo.;  Robert  Egender,  Waverly,  Mo. 

We  want  to  add  to  the  Pyramids,  the 
Colossus  of  Rhodes,  the  Hanging  Gardens 
of  Babylon,  and  other  Wonders  of  the 
World,  this  one:  Charles  “The  Professor” 
(Continued  on  page  65) 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co, 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone;  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co, 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 


EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 

1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treos. 


New  Product  Deals 
Are  Not  Hurried 

Minneapolis — There  has  been  practically 
no  selling  of  1939-40  product  contracts  yet, 
local  exchanges  claim.  Companies  have 
been  holding  off  until  sales  policy  details 
are  decided  upon,  according  to  exchange 
heads. 

It’s  said  some  of  the  exhibitors  are 
growing  uneasy  because  of  their  anxiety 
to  buy  and  the  seeming  disinclination  of 
the  companies  to  sell.  On  the  other  hand, 
however,  there  are  a large  number  of 
theatre  owners  who  are  in  no  buying  mood. 

In  all  this  connection,  Ben  Blotcky 
of  Paramount  emphatically  denies  there 
have  been  any  complaints  reaching  him 
regarding  the  company’s  1939-40  deal  be- 
cause of  alleged  increase  in  upper  bracket 
pictures  to  offset  the  advantage  that  the 
exhibitor  was  to  gain  from  the  expected 
20  per  cent  cancellation  concession. 

If  there  has  been  any  trouble,  says 
Blotcky,  it  must  have  been  another  com- 
pany involved — not  Paramount.  There  has 
been  no  trouble  with  any  exhibitor  re- 
garding next  season’s  deals,  he  asserts. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 
126  W.  18th  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012—2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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J^OU  LEVY  and  Pat  Snyder  are  back  to 
work  at  Grand  National  . . . So  R.  W. 
McEwan  (he  parks  his  Magic  Eye  in 
there)  took  time  out  for  the  flu  . . . A1 
Bair  acts  so  much  moi-e  grown  up  since 
he  got  married  but  then,  matrimony  is 
aging  . . . Bing  Miller  at  Columbia  is  get- 
ting too  careful  about  what  he  says.  He’s 
afraid  he’ll  be  quoted  (for  shame,  Bing, 
you  know  we’re  as  silent  as  death). 

Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.  is  now  the 
public’s  petted  darling,  and  all  because 
Bank  Night  registrations  were  held  over 
until  Wednesday  after  Tuesday’s  storm. 
The  announcement  teas  made  over  the 
radio  Tuesday,  but  neither  Publicity  Chief 
Dorothy  Day’s  tempestuous  tirade  nor 
Editor  Ken  Clayton’s  good-natured  di- 
plomacy could  get  a line  in  the  Ti'ibune  on 
account  of  the  mail-lottery  angle.  Deah 
me! 

Before  Tn-States  books  Paramount’s 
“Midnight,”  with  John  Barrymore  and 
Elaine  Barrie  taking  part,  they  should 
know  that  the  Barrymore  pair  are  tenta- 
tively booked  in  here  in  person  early  in 
May. 

The  mainspring  back  of  a plan  to  have 
Des  Moines  bachelors  pick  a No.  1 debu- 
tante here  (to  be  clothed  and  feted  by 
advertising  business  houses)  is  angling  for 
assurance  that  the  gal  vnll  get  a screen 
test  if  she  is  given  a Hollywood  trip  for  a 
prize.  Anybody  interested? 

That  trip  to  Warner’s  New  York  con- 
vention had  Sam  Clark  so  enthusiastic  he’s 
calling  Ken  Clayton  a swell  guy  in  letters 
— as  though  Clayton  weren’t  cocky  enough 
already. 

Paramount  Manager  Harry  Holdsberg 
refuses  to  miss  a bet.  He  badgered  Press 
Agent  Dorothy  Day,  Newsman  Clayton, 
arid  Dance  Manager  Kermit  Bierkamp  into 
“St.  Louis  Blues”  publicity  and  now  he’s 
working  on  Adman  Lee  Schrauger  at  the 
Register  for  something  extra  on  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Jane  Arden.” 

The  Lional  Wassons  and  the  Nate 
Sandlers  are  back  from  Hollywood  . . . 
Mrs.  Sandler  saw  Bobby  Stone  on  a set 
out  there  and  since  she  knew  him  here 
as  Joe  Aranow,  yelled,  “Hi  Joey!”  “Shlih,” 
says  Bobby,  “Don’t  call  me  anything  but 
Bobby.  I don’t  want  it  known  I’m  just 
Joey  from  Iowa.  Besides,  I gotta  date 
with  Judy  Garland.”  Nevertheless,  Bobby 
is  dickering  with  a mere  Iowa  newspaper 
(the  R&T)  to  sell  his  own  story  of  his 
experiences  in  Hollywood.  Furthennore,  he 
owes  some  of  his  Hollywood  success  to  the 
fact  that  a mere  Iowan  (Attorney  Ben 
Chapman,  now  in  Los  Angeles)  extended 
a helping  hand.  Tut,  tut,  Bobby,  don’t  be 
imgrateful. 

Flu  victims:  Louise  Judd,  Walt  “Dim- 
ples” Lohman,  Irene  Hurst,  Marguerite 
Lewis,  Herman  Coffman,  Cleo  Current, 
Evelyn  Rosen,  and  Mary  Benjamin  . . . 
Auditor  Irving  Altshular  is  helping  out  at 
Columbia  because  of  the  flu  . . . Mel  Evi- 
don  went  to  Omaha  and  from  there  to 
Chicago  on  business  (and  the  Chez  Paree?) 


which  reminds  us,  Mel  brags  this  column 
can’t  get  anything  on  him;  we’ll  guarantee 
immunity  from  future  ribbing  to  anyone 
on  the  Row  who  can  make  him  take  it 
back. 

J.  E.  Melone  over  at  Vitagraph  is  now 
shooting  for  “Four  Daughters”  . . . With 
the  heat  on  in  Des  Moines,  Joe  Ancher 
spends  his  time  playing  handball  at  the 
Y with  Columnist  Ted  Ashbey,  Dave  Fid- 
ler  and  Hymie  Wiseman. 

Wartier’s  staff  are  burning  up  with 
curiosity  . . . Mary  Rose  Smith  received  a 
lovely  corsage  on  her  birthday  and 
wouldn’t  say  who  . . . There  are  four  other 
little  Ides  of  March  at  Warners,  Bebeanne 
Hazlitt,  Paul  Walsh,  Myrtle  Bechtel,  and 
J.  Melone  . . . Pat  Russell  says  the  gals 
are  going  strong  in  the  ping-pong  league 
over  at  the  “Y.” 

Monogram,  peppiest  outfit  on  the  Row, 
has  organized  a pep  club,  of  all  things! 
. . . E.  R.  Rushing  resigned  as  Grand  Na- 
tional salesman  . . . Variety  Club  an- 
nounces plans  for  a St.  Pat’s  blowout  . . . 
Some  sort  of  a pseudo  gambling  affair 
with  Croupiers  Lionel  Wasson,  R.  M.  Cope- 
land, Jack  Kennedy,  and  Frank  Thomas 
in  charge  . . . The  club  is  also  planning  a 
spring  golf  tournament  imder  Elmer  Til- 
ton, Don  West,  and  Frank  Rubel. 

Reg  Wilson,  recently  appointed  assistant 
district  manager  for  Monogram,  was  in 
last  week  . . . The  Harry  Warrens  are  back 
from  Arizona  . . . Yippee!  . . . Bob  Hil- 
dreth has  orders  covering  over  20,000  let- 
ters in  advance  from  the  Finkelstein  out- 
fit building  that  new  house  in  Minne- 
( Continued  on  page  66) 


^OES  anyone  ever  hear  from  that  super- 
showman (he  used  to  be  at  the  Or- 
pheum  here),  E.  F.  Lampman?  We  un- 
derstand he’s  in  Chicago  now. 


Bob  and  Zoe  Dawson  have  a regular 
little  dream  cottage  in  Redfield  ...  its 
theme  is  modernistic. 


Wes  Mansfield,  exhibitor  at  Tama  and 
Belle  Plaine;  the  Smith  Bros,  from  Cory- 
don  <sans  cough  drops  and  beards);  and 
W.  H.  Dussler  from  Greenfield  were 
among  the  first  to  beat  a path  in  to  Des 
Moines  after  Tuesday’s  storm. 


We’ve  been  hearing  about  the  beauty  of 
Jack  Neary’s  wife  (he  rims  the  Orpheum 
in  Davenport) . They’re  from  Dubuque 
I noted  for  its  beautiful  women,  by  the 
way) . 


How  did  Dick  Phillips  of  Charles  City 
get  in  the  picture  biz?  . . . He’s  the  guy 
who  used  to  be  noted  for  his  prowess  as 
an  orator. 


Silver  Anniversari] 
For  Stanley  Mayer 

Des  Moines,  Ia. — Tlie  period  from  April 
30  to  June  10  has  been  set  aside  by  the 
Des  Moines  office  of  20th  Century-Fox  for 
the  celebration  of  Stanley  Mayer’s  silver 
anniversary. 

Mayer  has  been  in  the  film  business  for 
28  years,  and  all  but  three  of  these  were 
spent  in  the  distributing  end.  In  1911, 
he  operated  the  Benton  Theatre  in  Kan- 
sas City  with  his  father.  He  gave  this  up 
in  1914  to  become  assistant  manager  of 
Paramount  Pictures’  first  Des  Moines  of- 
fice. Two  years  later  he  left  to  manage 
the  Des  Moines  Film  & Supply  Co.,  which 
position  he  held  until  he  enlisted  in  the 
army  in  1918. 

Following  his  discharge,  Mr.  Mayer 
worked  with  Paramount  again,  and  with 
Educational.  In  1924  he  became  a sales- 
man for  Fox  in  Kansas  City.  He  came 
to  Des  Moines  as  branch  manager,  the 
position  he  now  holds,  on  June  28,  1928. 

Arrest  Two  in  Omaha  in 
Crete  Theatre  Bombing 

Omaha — Two  men  arrested  here  have 
been  turned  over  to  Saline  county  officials 
in  connection  with  the  tear  gas  bombing 
of  a theatre  at  Crete,  Neb.,  New  Year’s 
day. 

They  were  charged  with  destruction  of 
property.  Neither  has  trade  connections. 


Assign  David  Lamson 

Hollywood — “Justice  Ran  Last”  will  be 
scripted  by  David  Lamson  for  Selznick. 


John  Anderson  of  Boone  and  Joe  Staack 
of  Oskaloosa  are  the  two  most  rabid 
Johnny  Paychek  fans  in  the  district.  They 
never  miss  a bout. 


That  censorship  ballyhoo  helped  “Yes, 
My  Darling  Daughter,”  rate  two  weeks  in 
Waterloo. 


Ray  Baltzley  of  Bussey,  who  has  two 
boys,  ordered  a girl  this  time  . . . and  got 
it! 


It  must  be  spring  fever;  Herbert  Hess- 
ner  sold  the  theatre  in  New  Sharon  to 
Mr.  Beurgh  . . . H.  G.  Moore  at  Pleasant- 
ville  sold  out  to  George  Tidrick  . . . C.  J. 
Jamison  of  Muscatine  has  the  clean-up 
paint-up  bug  ...  So  has  O.  C.  Baldwin 
who  recently  bought  the  Monroe  Iowa 
theatre  from  Mr.  Cody  . . . E.  L.  Hahn 
is  selling  his  house  at  Winfield. 


Julius  Gertz,  Davenport;  L.  P.  Gilli- 
gan,  Kanawha  and  Sheffield;  Mrs.  C.  S. 
Hoffman,  Knoxville  waded  water  up  to 
their  knees  this  week  on  the  Row. 


...  AW,  SHUCKS!  . 

Frorn  the  Tall  Corn  — By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 
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An  Accord  Averts 
Giveawai]  "War" 

Minneapolis — A war  of  giveaways  in  the 
loop  here  was  averted  when  Pantages 
agreed  to  limit  its  cash  nights  to  two  a 
week,  instead  of  the  three  that  had  been 
planned.  As  a result,  the  Seventh  Street 
Theatre  will  not  go  to  giveaways,  as  had 
been  announced,  and  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  for  the  present  at  least, 
will  refrain  from  installing  the  policy  at 
the  Lyric. 

Thus,  it  appears,  giveaways  will  be  con- 
fined to  only  two  houses  downtown — the 
Pantages  and  the  Palace — as  at  present. 

Neighborhood  houses  here  and  in  St. 
Paul  are  going  in  heavily  for  giveaways. 
Even  a number  of  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  theatres  use  Bank  Night.  Inde- 
pendents also  are  playing  up  heavily  gifts 
of  dishes,  etc. 

There  have  been  reports  that  a bill  will 
be  introduced  in  the  state  legislature,  now 
in  session,  to  prohibit  theatre  cash  give- 
aways, but  so  far  the  measure  hasn’t  put 
in  an  appearance.  Independent  exhibitor 
leaders  are  strongly  opposed  to  such  a law 
and  declare  that  the  forced  elimination 
of  Bank  Night  and  other  such  giveaways 
would  force  many  theatre  owners  out  of 
business. 


"Snow  White"  on  Dual 
Program  at  15  Cents 

Minneapolis — “Snow  White”  made  its 
appearance  on  a twin  bill  at  15  cents  in 
the  lower  loop  last  weekend,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  RKO  exchange  here  was 
supposed  to  be  committed  against  its 
showing  for  less  than  20  cents  or  as  a 
double  feature. 

The  Crystal,  a dime  double  feature  grind 
subsequent-run  house  in  the  Gateway  dis- 
trict, offered  the  attraction.  The  other 
end  of  the  double  feature  was  “The  Big 
Noise.”  For  this  twin  bill  the  house  boost- 
ed its  admission  5 cents  to  15  cents. 

Some  of  the  neighborhood  exhibitors 
who  recently  showed  “Snow  White”  as  a 
single  feature  for  25  cents  within  the  past 
fortnight  are  complaining  about  its  re- 
lease to  the  Crystal. 


Lincoln  Theatres  Renew 
Oldfield's  KFOR  Pact 

Lincoln — After  325  consecutive  nightly, 
except  Sunday,  appearances  before 
KPOR’s  mike  sponsored  by  the  Lincoln 
Theatres  Corp.,  Barney  Oldfield,  motion 
picture  editor  of  the  Sunday  Journal  and 
Star,  was  renewed  for  another  year. 

Bob  Huffman,  LTC  city  manager,  and 
Bill  Dietz,  KFOR  salesman,  fixed  the  re- 
newal. 

Program  consists  of  comments  on  the 
daily  Hollywood  press  report  and  runs  five 
minutes  at  6:10  each  evening.  It  is  the 
longest  time  on  the  air  for  a single  type  of 
program  without  change,  in  the  history  of 
theatre  radio  advertising  here. 


MIIIMMIEAPOILIK 


T OCAL  film  contingent  turned  out  en 
masse  for  the  swell  Gillespie-Miskie 
fight  at  Gordie  Green’s  Palace  Theatre 
Monday  night.  Ringsiders  included  W,  A. 
Steffes,  Harry  Dryer,  Tommy  Charack, 
Bennie  Berger,  Ben  Ash,  Ben  Friedman, 
Ray  Wylie,  Fred  Ableson,  “Hy”  Chapman, 
Lowell  Kaplan  and  Abe  Kaplan.  Fried- 
man and  Abe  Kaplan  attend  very  few 
scraps,  but  they  couldn’t  pass  up  this  one 
. . . Ben  Spewak,  local  financier,  still 
mulling  over  a number  of  contemplated 
theatrical  enterprises.  Expects  to  decide 
soon  on  a definite  course  of  action  . . . 
Local  exhibitors  wondering  what  effect 
the  U.  S.  supreme  court  decision  in  the 
Texas  film  case  will  have  on  business  pro- 
cedure within  the  industry  and  how  inde- 
pendents will  be  affected.  It’s  an  almost 
daily  topic  of  discussion  at  the  Twin  City 
Variety  Club  when  the  boys  are  gathered 
around  the  noon  luncheon  board. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Filmrow 
included  Ben  Ash,  Fergus  Fals,  Minn.; 
Ted  Bolnick,  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  Al  Swanson, 
Ely,  Minn.;  C.  P.  Knudson,  Red  Lake  Falls, 
Minn.;  Shelley  Grengs,  Two  Harbors, 
Minn.;  Bert  Parsons,  Springfield,  Minn., 
and  W.  E.  Hiller,  Marshall,  Minn.  ...  As 
of  the  eighth  week  of  the  Grad  Sears’ 
sales  drive  the  Rud  Lohrenz  district  stood 
first  over  the  entire  U.  S.  and  in  the  dis- 
trict first-place  Chicago  was  closely  pressed 
by  the  Minneapolis  exchange.  And  here, 
now  that  Bill  Shartin  has  departed  for  the 
west  coast  to  take  over  his  new  local 
branch  manager  assignment,  Charlie 
Jackson  tops  the  sales  staff  in  that  big 
race. 

W.  A.  Steffes,  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
Chief  Barker  back  from  a few  days  spent 
in  Chicago.  The  vacation  provided  a lit- 
tle relaxation  that  he  neded  following  the 
successful  culmination  of  the  club’s  cam- 
paign to  raise  funds  for  European  refu- 
gees’ relief,  which  he  directed  . . . With 
temperatures  hovering  in  the  vicinity  of 
zero  this  week,  little  indication  that  spring 
is  in  the  offing.  Speaking  of  the  weather, 
Irving  Gillman,  Crystal  Theatre  owner,  was 
so  optimistic  that  a week  ago  he  wagered 
that  at  no  time  between  March  1 and 
July  15,  1939,  would  the  temperature  fall 
to  zero  or  below.  The  very  first  day  of 
March  zero  was  recorded  and  on  one 
occasion  since  then  it  has  fallen  below. 
Ben  Friedman,  independent  exhibitor,  was 
the  winner  of  the  bet. 

Following  the  Academy  awards,  Pan- 
tages Theatre  lost  no  time  in  bringing  back 
“Jezebel.”  Picture  did  big  business  . . . 
Among  the  few  Minneapolis  neighborhood 
houses  playing  “Moonlight  Sonata,”  which 
had  such  a successful  run  at  the  World 
were  the  Edina,  Nile  and  Boulevard  . . . 
Lyceum  running  Scandinavian  films  on 
weekends  again  . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner 
Bros.’  district  manager,  in  town  and  paid 
visit  to  Twin  City  Variety  Club  . . . Jack 
Thoma,  ace  Columbia  exploiteer,  here  to 
help  get  “Blondie  Meets  the  Boss”  off  to  a 
flying  start  at  the  Gopher  three  days 
ahead  of  original  schedule. 

Lowell  Smoots,  son  of  the  Little  Falls, 
Minn.,  exhibitor,  now  a Minneapolis  resi- 
dent, attending  University  of  Minnesota 


classes.  He’ll  not  go  in  for  football  . . . 
Tommy  Charack,  Warner  Bros.’  South  Da- 
kota salesman,  sporting  a new  Olds  . . . 
Pantages  Theatre  employes  held  their  first 
theatre  party.  So  successful  they  now 
plan  to  hold  at  least  one  a month  . . . Ben 
Ash  of  Fergus  Falls  reported  set  for  a con- 
fab with  Ben  Spewak  with  the  idea,  per- 
haps, of  joining  the  latter  in  a proposed 
new  Savage-Bloomington  theatre  venture. 

Fiddlers  club  planning  a testimonial  re- 
ception for  Earl  Perkins  charter  member, 
back  on  the  local  Warner  Bros.’  sales  staff 
. . . Udell  Gill  on  his  way  back  from  the 
west  coast  after  negotiations  with  Jesse 
Lasky  failed  to  bring  them  together  on 
RKO  product  . . . Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  said  to  be  flirting  vnth  the  idea  of 
game  promotions  in  some  of  their  situa- 
tions. Work  Nights  and  Candid  Camera 
gag  reported  under  consideration. 

Bill  Shartin,  moved  from  Warner  Bros.’ 
sales  staff  here  to  Seattle  as  branch  man- 
ager, writes  he  already  is  settled  and  down 
to  work  in  the  Coast  city  . . . Peck  Gom- 
mersal.  Universal  western  sales  manager, 
here  for  a huddle  with  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

Remember  When  Department:  Are  you 
able  to  remember  way  back  when — Bennie 
Berger,  independent  circuit  operator,  ran 
a fruit  store;  Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district 
manager,  was  in  the  jewelry  business;  Bill 
Frank,  independent  chain  operator,  ran  a 
film  exchange  in  a loop  office  building; 
“Hy”  Chapman,  Columbia  branch  man- 
ager, toiled  for  Harry  Rathner  in  the  Selz- 
nick  Enterprises  exchange;  the  film  gang 
ate  regularly  in  a restaurant  doumstairs; 
Bill  Adams  had  a tab  show  in  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.;  Art  Ableson,  Welworth  theatres’  ex- 
ecutive sold  the  roadshow  picture,  “Open 
Your  Eyes?” 

Does  Bill  (Bud)  Mclnerney,  Welworth 
ad  sales  manager,  make  those  delayed 
entrances  into  the  weekly  screenings  just 
to  show  off  that  pretty  Irish  lassie  ...  If 
the  state  legislature  passes  the  pari-mu- 
tuel race  track  bill,  Leonard  Ambder  will 
bid  for  a franchise.  He’s  a veteran  pony 
man  . . . Joe  Jacobs,  transferred  from  the 
Columbia  sales  staff  here  to  Omaha  as 
branch  manager,  took  a fast  day  off  from 
his  new  position  to  make  a hurried  trip 
here  for  his  auto. 

Lee  Savage,  homeoffiee  Columbia  audi- 
tor, now  in  town,  shopping  around  for  a 
new  gas  buggy  . . . The  Rev.  James  K. 
Friedrich,  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  Episcopalian 
minister,  now  on  the  West  Coast  produc- 
ing a picture  based  on  the  Bible  story  of 
the  Good  Samaritan.  He’s  investing  $125,- 
000  in  the  production. 

Deposition  of  John  J.  Friedl,  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  general  manager  and 
Moe  Levy,  20th-Fox  district  manager, 
taken  here  last  week  by  Robert  Hess,  Mil- 
waukee attorney,  in  connection  with  the 
Lacrosse  Theatres  Co.’s  $1,050,000  triple 
damage  suit,  being  brought  in  federal 
district  court,  Milwaukee,  against  the 
Minnesota  and  Welworth  chains  and  20th- 
Fox,  United  Artists  and  Paramount,  charg- 

( Continued  on  page  66) 
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jyjORE  snow  and  sloppy  streets  have  kept 
spring  weather  away.  Pilmrow  is  get- 
ting anxious  for  a change  here.  The 
weather  couldn’t  keep  the  exhibitors  out, 
however.  Among  those  reporting  were  Bob 
Pennington.  Rialto,  Villisca,  la.,  a regular 
Monday  caller;  J.  J.  Coclinar,  Dodge, 
Dodge,  Neb.;  Mayor  R.  E.  Bott,  Amuzu, 
Hooper;  Howard  Federer,  Lincoln;  Bob 
Huffman,  Lincoln;  Morton  Ti'oxel,  Wil- 
ber; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Hintz,  Tecum- 
seh,  Neb. 

Mrs.  Bill  Ruthhart  of  the  newlywed 
Ruthharts  was  honored  at  a shower  Tues- 
day night  by  the  ladies  from  the  M-G-M 
staff  . . . Evelyn  Burehtold,  M-G-M 
steno,  will  leave  soon  to  make  her  home 
in  California.  She  will  be  replaced  here 
by  Reva  Malashock. 

Pilmrow  was  sorry  to  learn  of  the  death 
of  W.  A.  Burke’s  mother.  He  is  an  RKO 
auditor.  Funeral  services  were  held  last 
Saturday.  Brndal  was  at  Columbus  . . . 
Sid  Rose,  new  Warner  Bros,  manager,  left 
Tliursday  for  New  York  to  attend  the 
■WB  national  sales  convention  . . . Warner 
screenings  have  been  scheduled  for  2 p.  m. 
on  Mondays  every  week  . . . Leon  Dizon 
is  the  current  leader  in  the  Sears  sales 
drive. 

Fra7ik  Pavelec  and  Charles  Gregory,  pro- 
jectionists at  the  Brandeis  Theatre,  are 
both  on  the  sick  list  . . . Ralph  Goldberg 
of  the  Goldberg  houses  here  has  returned 
from  a trip  to  California  . . . Sol  Francis 
has  beeri  trying  to  shake  a cold  and  a 
touch  of  the  flu  . . . Alice  Neal,  WB 
booker,  says  there  definitely  will  be  7io 
7nore  wmter.  She  purchased  chavis  for 
her  car  just  last  week  . . .New  draperies 
in  the  Braiideis  have  added  7iew  lustre 
to  the  house.  Pinky  Mcllvaine,  assista7it 
ma7iager,  is  very  proud  of  the7n  . . . Carl 
Reese,  20th-Fox  salesman,  is  eon f vied  to 
his  h07ne  with  flu. 

Ted  Emerson  and  Eddie  Forester  caught 
up  with  Boxoffice  last  week  on  the  odd 
man  for  the  coffees.  But  it  was  our  time 
. . . Lou  Kozol,  Ti'i-States  ad  artist,  is 
burning  the  midnight  oil  getting  out  de- 

More  Lavish  Grows 
Omaha's  Premiere 

Omaha — Plans  for  the  world  premiere 
of  “Union  Pacific”  completed  at  a meet- 
ing of  Paramount  executives  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Ti’i-States  Tlieatre  Corp. 
are  taking  shape  here  as  preparation  ma- 
chinery swings  into  action. 

Already  local  officials  see  a pageant, 
“which  will  rank  second  to  only  the  New 
York  and  San  Francisco  world  fairs.” 

Date  of  the  premiere  has  been  shoved 
up  a week  to  April  28  at  the  request  of 
Cecil  B.  DeMille,  the  film’s  producer,  to 
give  more  time  to  cut  and  edit  the  film. 

Tlie  celebration  will  be  known  as  the 
Golden  Spike  Days  historical  celebration 


signs  for  “Union  Pacific”  premiere  decora- 
tions, di'awings  for  the  souvenir  booklet, 
to  be  published  and  the  premiere’s  offi- 
cial stationery  . . . Bill  Miskell,  the  Or- 
pheum  manager,  had  a novel  animated  set 
piece  in  the  theatre  lobby  plunking  for 
“St.  Louis  Blues.”  A river  scene  with  a 
darky  plunking  a banjo  attracted  no  end 
of  attention. 

There  apparently  will  be  7io  censor  trou- 
bles for  “Devils  Island,”  booked  to  open 
at  the  Orpheu7n  this  week.  Eddie  For- 
estor,  Omaha  manager,  will  keep  as  a 
souvenir  a check  for  50  francs  he  re- 
ceived for  doi7ig  a story  for  a French  pub- 
licatio7i.  07ie  reaso7i  the  excha7ige  charges 
a7id  rate  of  excha7ige  would  all  but  eat  up 
the  check.  It  is  worth  more  as  a keepsake 
...  So  importa7it  locally  is  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “U7ii07i  Pacific”  that  the  armual 
Boy  Scout  circus,  scheduled  for  April  28, 
has  been  moved  back  to  April  21-22  to 
avoid  conflict  . . . The  state  conventio-n 
of  morticians  7nay  also  get  a charige  m 
date  to  avoid  a conflict. 

The  crack  that  Jake  Rachman  made  in 
his  Town  Tattler  column  in  the  World- 
Herald  about  Ted  Emerson  returning  from 
Hollywood  with  a beret  and  flowing  tie 
has  caused  no  end  of  trouble  for  the  genial 
Emerson  in  the  home  port.  Ready  to 
leave  the  other  night  all  decked  out  in 
his  tuxedo  his  12-year-old  youngster  caught 
him  at  the  door  with  “hey,  fancy  pants, 
where’s  your  beret?”  . . . George  Givot,  who 
was  appearing  as  a headliner  of  the  Or- 
pheum  stage  show,  was  honored  guest  at 
Monday’s  'Variety  club  King’s  Day.  Bar- 
ker’s M.  L.  Stern,  I.  Sokolof  and  Sam 
Stern  were  in  charge.  Foster  May,  WOW’s 
man  on  the  street,  aired  one  of  his  pro- 
grams as  another  added  feature. 

The  Paramount  Theatre  was  U7ishut- 
tered  for  three  days  for  the  presentatio7i 
of  three  operas,  “Car7ne7i,”  “Madame  But- 
terfly” and  “II  Trovatore,”  by  the  Sa7i 
Carlo  Opera  Co.,  U7ider  the  sponsorship 
of  the  World-Herald.  The  Paramou7it  will 
also  be  used  for  the  appeara7ice  of  Pad- 
erewski here  March  30  . . . Miss  Lillia7i 
Room  a7id  Charles  Lieb  are  one. 


and  Omaha  will  return  to  the  early  days 
in  dress  and  appearance. 

A total  of  $30,000  will  be  raised  locally 
to  assist  in  the  program. 

Omaha’s  union  station  will  be  turned 
into  a frontier  stockade  and  82  Union 
Pacific  employes  ai’e  drilling  in  prepara- 
tion to  take  the  parts  of  civil  war  soldiers. 
Authentic  uniforms  are  being  made  by 
Paramount  studio.  Evert  R.  Cummings, 
Tri-States  division  manager,  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  premiere,  has  announced. 

A military  parade  will  occupy  the  spot- 
light April  27  preceding  the  arrival  of  the 
special  train  from  Hollywood  bearing  De- 
Mille and  Joel  McCrea  and  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, stars  of  the  picture. 


"Daughter"  Approved 

Lincoln — The  slightly  revised  version  of 
Warner’s  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  as 
passed  by  the  New  York  state  censor  board 
has  been  approved  by  the  county  attor- 
ney here  “pending  any  squawks.” 


Miami  Interlude — 

Ray  Bla7ik,  so7i  of  A.  H.  Bla7ik,  Tri- 
States  head,  chats  with  Margie  Hines, 
the  “voice”  of  Betty  Boop,  in  fro7it  of 
the  Max  Fleiseher  studios  in  Miami. 
Blank,  pere  et  fils,  are  back  in  Des 
Movies  headquarters. 


Back  From  Miami  With 
Praise  for  Fleischer 

Des  Moines — G.  Ralph  Branton  has  re- 
turned to  Des  Moines  from  Miami  where 
he  toured  the  Max  Fleischer  studios  with 
Raymond  and  Myron  Blank,  officers  of 
the  Central  States  Theatre  Corp.  here. 

Branton,  Tri-States  general  manager, 
said  the  Fleischer  studio,  the  “best  equip- 
ped” in  the  world,  is  now  producing  a 
full-length  animated  pictm-e,  “Gulliver’s 
Travels.” 

The  theatre  executive  said  the  picture, 
taken  from  the  book  written  by  Jonathan 
Swift  in  1726,  has  been  in  production 
about  six  months  and  should  be  ready  for 
release  in  December. 

Fleischer  pioneered  the  animated  car- 
toon, Branton  said,  and  has  made  many 
inventions  in  connection  with  their  pro- 
duction. His  work  includes  “Betty  Boop,” 
“Popeye,”  “Out  of  the  Inkwell”  and  “Color 
Classics.” 

“Daughter"  Ban  Lilted  in 
Omaha  After  Revisions 

Omaha — Members  of  the  city  welfare 
board  have  voted  to  lift  the  ban  on  “Yes 
My  Darling  Daughter”  after  viewing  a re- 
vised version  of  the  film. 

The  approval  followed  a week  of  cen- 
soring troubles,  which  made  front  page 
copy  for  the  local  news  sheets. 

Robert  Hunter  Manager 
Of  Roanoke  in  Kaycee 

Kansas  City — C.  E.  Esterley,  who  recent- 
ly took  over  the  Roanoke  from  Frank 
Amos,  has  appointed  Robert  Hunter  as 
manager.  Himter  has  been  manager  at 
the  Mokan  for  several  years  for  W.  D. 
Fulton  and  more  recently  for  Lewis  Egan. 
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Gregory  turning  over  the  joker  without 
playing  it.  There  are  witnesses. 

That  psychic,  W.  P.  “Senator”  Bern- 
field,  who  activates  adjectives  for  UA,  had 
an  unusual  experience  not  long  ago.  He 
saw  a Scotch  exhibitor  on  Filmrow  throw- 
ing paper  money  into  Eighteenth  St.  and 
a Jewish  film  peddler  hastening  about  to 
pick  up  the  bills  and  return  them  to  the 
S.  E.  Just  then  Mrs.  Bernfield  called 
Bernie  to  breakfast.  Bernfield  is  just  in 
from  Denver,  where  he  promoted  “Stage- 
coach” and  “Made  for  Each  Other.” 

In  late  last  week  were  H.  C.  Musgrave, 
Minneapolis,  Kas.;  Mike  Smith,  U.  S.  Army 
Motion  Picture  Service,  St.  Louis;  F.  L. 
Lowe,  Sterling,  Kas.;  Glen  Neeley,  Em- 
press, Arma,  Kas.;  R.  P.  Conrad,  Burlin- 
game, Kas. 

Jack  Moffitt,  according  to  report,  soon 
will  return  to  the  Kansas  City  Star  as  mo- 
tion picture  editor.  Jack  has  been  writing 
scenarios  for  Paramount  . . . Lowell  Law- 
rance  is  reviewing  pictures  again  for  the 
Journal  after  an  absence  of  several  months, 
during  which  he  worked  in  other  depart- 
ments of  the  paper. 

The  Hymeneal  bells  are  scheduled  to 
ring  out  for  Harriet  Gaylord  of  NSS  and 
Ed  Webber  of  the  Colonial  on  April  16  . . . 
Prepare,  all  ye  chariaveriers  . . . Engaged 
— Ardeth  Mayer  and  Bob  Biechele,  NSS 
. . . What  is  this  NSS,  a love  nest? 

On  the  Row:  John  Kongs,  Royal,  Seneca, 
Kas.;  John  Courier,  Gallatin,  Mo.;  Mrs. 
Marion  Miller,  Boonville,  Mo.;  H.  T.  Nokes, 
Nixa,  Mo.;  Ward  Spielman,  Baldwin,  Kas.; 
C.  E.  “Doc”  Cook,  Maryville,  Mo.;  Sam 
Sosna,  Manhattan,  Kas.;  Louis  Sosna, 
Moberly,  Mo.;  Art  Pugh,  Fredonia,  Kas.; 
Ralph  Winship,  Phillipsburg,  Kas.;  John 
Travis,  Deepwater,  Mo.;  Glen  Newbold, 
Yates  Center,  Kas.;  Harry  Till,  Hamilton, 
Mo.;  Nick  Kotsis,  Holden,  Mo. 

E.  G.  Swank  has  taken  over  the  Ritz, 
Burlingame,  Kas.,  from  R.  E.  Conrad.  E. 
G.  is  the  father  of  Merl,  who  operates  at 
Stockton,  Kas.  . . . J.  Walter  Shreve,  man- 
ager for  National  Theatre  Supply  here, 
has  returned  from  Chicago  where  he  at- 
tended a company  sales  conference  at  the 
Palmer  House,  March  3,  4 and  5. 


Hold  Omaha  Boy  Who 
Used  Stolen  Ticket 

Omaha — An  Omaha  youth,  14,  was  ar- 
rested here  after  Edward  Hoban,  Rose- 
land  Theatre  employe,  reported  he  was 
the  same  boy  who  attempted  on  February 
26  to  use  one  of  the  140  tickets  stolen 
from  the  Tivoli  Theatre,  February  20.  The 
boy  was  turned  over  to  juvenile  authori- 
ties. 


"Cinderella"  to  Stahl 

Hollywood — “Modern  Cinderella,”  Irene 
Dunne  starrer  at  Universal,  will  be  direct- 
ed by  John  Stahl,  with  Melvin  Levy  script- 
ing. 


Heavy  Snow  Storm  Hits 
Iowa  Territory  Hard 

Des  Moines — The  heaviest  snow  storm  of 
the  year  paralyzed  all  branches  of  the 
film  industry  here. 

Two  of  the  three  film  transportation 
companies  were  unable  to  operate  at  all, 
with  trucks  stalled  at  various  points  around 
the  state.  Iowa  Film  worked  on  a de- 
layed schedule.  Incoming  trucks  were 
seven  hours  late  and  outgoing  loads  faced 
heavy  drifts  on  the  highways.  Both  Iowa 
Film  and  Film  Transportation  officials 
spent  the  day  locating  trucks  and  relay- 
ing instructions  to  drivers  via  long  dis- 
tance telephone. 

At  20th  Century-Fox  the  shipper  was 
forced  to  work  all  night  Tuesday  on  ex- 
press. All  exchanges  suffered  miss-outs 
on  close  bookings. 

Within  the  city  traffic  was  stymied 
temporarily,  and  film  row  arrived  late  for 
work  en  masse.  Street  cars  were  unable  to 
run  until  late  Tuesday  evening.  Schools 
were  closed  until  Thursday. 

Theatre  grosses  sagged  in  the  face  of 
snowdrifts  and  lack  of  transportation.  Tri- 
States  Theatre  Corp.  postponed  bank  night 
drawings  until  Wednesday  evening,  ac- 
cepting registrations  for  both  days. 


South  Dakota  Notes 

By  TOMMY  CHARACK 

^UY  ABBOTT  has  closed  his  theatres 
at  Willows  Lake  and  Bruce  temporar- 
ily, but  plans  to  reopen  as  soon  as  the 
roads  are  in  shape  again.  In  the  mean- 
time he  continues  to  operate  his  theatre 
at  Arlington. 


The  Town  Hall  in  Langford  has  been 
equipped  and  will  be  operated  by  Arthur 
Elsnor  who  will  open  on  March  25. 


Mrs.  Addie  Christenson  of  the  Ritz  The- 
atre, DeSmet,  down  with  a touch  of  the 
grippe. 


The  plans  of  Rev.  Doolittle  to  open  a 
theatre  at  Garden  City  fell  through  when 
the  support  he  hoped  to  obtain  from  the 
local  merchants  failed  to  materialize. 


Some  practical  joker  put  one  over  on 
Manny  Sgutt,  Columbia’s  South  Dakota 
salesman.  Manny’s  “personal  achieve- 
ment” photo  was  found  posted  in  the  post 
office  at  Gettysburg,  S.  D.,  alongside  the 
pictures  of  those  other  handsome  men 
sought  by  the  FBI. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raleigh  Matson,  Crystal 
Theatre,  Plandreau,  had  a narrow  escape 
when  their  car  hit  a cow  and  skidded  into 
a ditch  last  week  on  their  return  from 
Sioux  Falls.  Considerable  damage  was 
done  to  the  large  Buick,  but  fortunately 
neither  Raleigh  nor  his  wife  was  injured. 


Ernie  Koeniguer,  who  operates  the 
Capitol  at  Bristol,  and  the  Majestic  in 
Clear  Lake,  has  disposed  of  his  Cozy  The- 
atre, Jeffers  Minn.,  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Lenz, 
who  formerly  managed  his  theatre. 


IE  1!  M C €>  IE  M 

QUIZ  ECHOS:  Charlie  Morehead  seems 
to  have  been  the  biggest  money  giver- 
outer  in  Nebraska,  having  handed  over 
$100  in  a lump  down  Beatrice  way  . . . 
Lincoln  had  nine,  all  of  them  $10  winners; 
Two  each  for  the  Lincoln,  Stuart,  and 
Varsity,  three  for  the  Kiva  . . . Maynard 
Nelson  in  Norfolk  had  a couple,  and  said 
it  all  reminded  him  of  the  Bank  Night 
days. 

Holdrege  will  play  “En  Saga,”  the  Swed- 
ish talkie,  after  efforts  of  Ed  Schoenthal. 
Ed  and  one  other  “foreigner”  in  Holdrege 
are  the  only  non-Swedes  in  the  town  . . . 
Nebraska  Theatre  won’t  open  until  the 
last  week  in  March  now,  suffering  another 
setback  . . . Likewise,  “Union  Pacific” 
won’t  world  premiere  in  Omaha  until  April 
28,  a week  later  than  formerly  set,  which 
means  this  branch  of  Boxoffice  will  miss 
it,  landing  in  New  York  for  the  World’s 
Fair  opening  at  that  time. 

Before  Mrs.  Bob  Livingston  left  for 
wintering  in  Tucson,  she  hired  Mrs.  Bar- 
ney Oldfield  to  report  to  her  on  her  hus- 
band’s activity.  Bob  already  is  offering 
$10  a week  sustaining  hush  money,  but 
these  women  stick  together  . . . Lee  Ben- 
nett, here  with  Jan  Garber’s  orchestra, 
was  meeting  the  old  gang  again.  He  was 
picked  off  a KFAB  broadcast  by  Garber 
in  1932. 

Bob  Moon,  who  used  to  bally  the  the- 
atres on  KFOR,  is  now  coast-to-coast- 
ing late  at  night  on  Mutual  from  Holly- 
wood . . . Gene  Krupa,  here  for  the  Junior- 
Senior  prom,  thinks  the  jitterbugs,  at 
least,  will  like  his  recent  Hollywood  pic- 
ture venture,  “Some  Like  It  Hot,”  which 
he  just  finished  with  Bob  Hope  and  Shir- 
ley Ross  . . . Elmer  Tilton  was  here  from 
Des  Moines,  and  surprised  to  learn  that 
Ringling  Bros.,  Barnum  & Bailey  is  dicker- 
ing with  Republic  for  Gene  Autry  for  the 
aftershow  with  the  circus  this  summer  . . . 
Plans  to  organize  a “little  Variety  club” 
here  are  limping  along. 

“Sea  of  Grass”  for  the  Valentine,  Neb. 
location  seems  out,  because  Metro  is  re- 
ported hunting  for  just  the  right  kind  of 
fenceless  country  in  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico  . . . Alano  Taka  Dass,  the  mystic, 
did  a great  deal  to  boost  business  at  the 
Lincoln.  He’s  a good  looker,  who  traps 
the  femme  glances. 


Harold  Winter  Becomes 
RCA  District  Manager 

Kansas  City — Following  the  resignation 
of  Dale  Neiswander,  district  manager  for 
RCA  Manufacturing  Co.  two  weeks  ago, 
Harold  winter  of  Minneapolis  has  been 
appointed  to  the  post. 

Winter,  like  Neiswander,  will  have  charge 
of  the  sale  of  radios,  motion  picture  equip- 
ment and  other  products  manufactured  by 
the  company  in  Kansas,  Missouri  and  sev- 
eral other  midwestern  states. 


Majestic  to  Wilson 

Jetmore,  Kas. — Herman  Lee  has  sold  his 
Majestic  Theatre  here  to  Howard  Wilson. 
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(Continued  from  page  62) 
apolis  ...  It  has  tioo  marquees,  we  under- 
stand. 


If  that  contest  for  blues  singers,  held 
at  the  Tromar  Ballroom  to  exploit  “St. 
Louis  Blues,”  was  just  an  area  of  sour 
notes,  you  can  put  your  money  on  Harry 
Holdsberg  as  the  winna  . . . the  indigo 
pitcher  opens  at  his  show,  the  Paramount, 
this  weekend,  so  he’s  the  guy  who’ll  be 
carrying  the  torch  for  his  lady  love,  top- 
notch  grosses. 

That  oh-so-hot  can-can  number  unth 
which  the  Ballet  Russe  finished  off  its 
auditorium  performance  here,  didn't  do 
Claudette  Colbert's  "Zaza”  (opening  the 
next  day)  any  harm. 

F.  E.  Judd  of  Monogram  went  to  Omaha 
on  business  . . . Opal  Judd  wore  her  rid- 
ing boots  to  work  through  the  snow  and 
had  the  U.  S.  Mail  envying  her  outfit. 
Walt  Lohman’s  tripping  the  light  fantastic 
under  Opal’s  tutelage  and  on  her  toes, 
she  says  . . . The  storm  gave  the  Family 
Theatre  a nice  publicity  break.  A large 
picture  of  a downtown  street  scene  in  the 
Tribune  showed  the  theatre  marquee  with 
“Over  the  Wall”  and  “Tex  Ritter”  re- 
vealed as  plainly  as  though  Hiersteiner 
had  paid  for  it. 

The  colossal  snow  (in  the  filmrow  ver- 
nacular) may  have  tied  up  the  city  and 
messed  up  the  industry,  but  it  was  mighty 
nice  stuff  for  a snow-man  (sure  we  made 
one)  . . . Passer sby  were  a little  alarmed 
that  day  at  the  way  those  fellows  shov- 
eled snow  off  the  Orpheum  Theatre  mar- 
quee . . . Rud  Lohrenz,  Warner  district 
manager  from  Chicago,  arrived  in  time  to 
be  snowbound  here  with  Art  Anderson. 

Hollywood  is  losing  a nice  spot  of  pub- 
licity in  the  Register  soon,  because  “Star 
Flashes,”  a box  cartoon  giving  interest- 
ing facts  about  film  stars,  ranked  so  low 
in  a recent  readership  survey  of  the  comic 
section.  “Seein’  Stars,”  a similar  feature 
in  the  Tribune,  will  be  continued,  al- 
though it,  too,  is  placed  far  down  on  the 
list.  “Blondie,”  the  cartoon  on  which  the 
Columbia  series  is  based,  rated  first  in  the 
poll.  “Jane  Arden,”  filmed  by  Warner 
Bros.,  ranked  second  with  women  and 
third  with  men. 

Heh,  heh,  heh,  heh.  The  whole  Row’s 
laughing  at  the  little  orphans  of  the  storm. 
Those  remorseful  salesmen  representing 
three  exchanges  here,  who  were  supposed 
to  go  out  on  their  territories  Monday. 
Instead  they  decided  to  stay  over  clan- 
destinely until  Tuesday  then  slip  out  of 
town  in  o-ne  car.  Tuesday,  of  course, 
found  them  hopelessly  snowbound  and,  as 
the  late  Chic  Sales  would  have  put  it, 
"Ketched!”  Heh,  heh!  . . . L.  McKechneay 
of  Tri-States  was  stuck  in  Omaha,  too,  but 
legitimately . 

Ethel  Smit,  the  former  Ethel  B.  Good 
(isn’t  that  good?),  was  entertained  at  a 
dinner  here  by  14  persons  on  the  Row 
. . . Ethel  used  to  work  in  Des  Moines 
and  had  returned  from  Omaha  with  her 
husband,  a captain,  to  attend  the  military 
ball. 


"'A  Real  Pleasure" 


Kansas  City — We  quote: 

Mr.  George  S.  Baker, 

Variety  Club, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Dear  Mr.  Baker:  I want  to  thank  you 
for  your  nice  letter  and  the  check  for  $100 
enclosed  from  Variety  Club.  I appreciate 
this  very  much  and  again  want  to  assure 
you  that  it  was  a real  pleasure  to  have 
been  with  you  on  the  occasion  of  the  ban- 
quet. 

It  is  always  encouraging  to  find  such 
understanding  men  who  are  interested  in 
the  problems  of  youth  and  their  future 
welfare. 

Thanking  you  and  all  the  members  of 
Variety  Club  for  your  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality and  hoping  that  you  will  visit 
Boys  Town  whenever  you  are  near  here, 
I remain 

Sincerely, 

REV.  E.  J.  FLANAGAN. 

Biechele,  Jones  Variety 
Convention  Delegates 

Kansas  City — R.  R.  Biechele,  president 
of  Variety  Club  last  year,  and  Finton 
Jones,  insurance  man,  are  delegates  to  the 
national  Variety  Club  convention.  Alter- 
nates are  Norris  B.  Cresswell  and  Frank 
Hensler. 

At  the  business  session,  which  was  at- 
tended by  more  than  50  in  spite  of  weath- 
er, Arthur  Cole,  chairman  of  the  charity 
committee,  annoimced  that  the  club  had 
adopted  a crippled  child,  and  will  take  care 
of  medical  expenses  in  connection  with  an 
effort  to  give  the  child  a normal  body 
and  health. 

The  club  also  has  subscribed  substan- 
tially to  Father  Flanagan’s  Boys  Town, 
Cole  said  in  his  rep>ort. 

Cresswell  Leads  League 
Bowlers  by  One  Game 

Kansas  City — Cresswell  Photos  main- 
tained top  rank  in  the  league  by  taking 
two  games  from  National  Screen,  fifth 
place  leaguers.  Don  Davis  is  runnerup  by 
only  one  game.  Cinema  Club,  tied  for  first 
place  last  week,  dropped  to  No.  3 stand- 
ing by  yielding  two  games  to  Dubinsky 
Bros. 

RESULTS  LAST  MONDAY 


VV.  L. 

Film  DeUvery  877  725  788  2390  0 3 

Don  Davis  943  878  810  2631  3 0 

Barkers  877  875  939  2.591  1 2 

Finton  Jones  1028  833  918  2779  2 1 

National  Screen  ...  800  776  796  2372  1 2 

Cresswell  Photos  . . 840  693  816  2349  2 1 

Dubinsky  Bros.  . . 884  919  868  2671  2 1 

Cinema  Club  874  834  843  2551  1 2 

TEAM  STANDINGS 

Won  Lost  Pet. 

Cresswell  Photos  36  24  .600 

Don  Davis  35  25  ..583 

Cinema  Club  34  26  .567 

Finton  Jones  32  28  .533 

National  Screen  28  32  .467 

Dubinskr'  Bros 27  33  .450 

Barkers  26  34  .433 

Film  Delivery  22  38  .367 


INDIVIDUAL  HIGH  SCORES 
Dave  Cooper,  626;  Bill  Kubitzki,  618;  Jim 
Lewis,  .596;  Harlan  Everett,  .583;  Joe  Magruire, 
568;  W'alt  Abranz,  56.5;  Joe  Lysowskl,  557; 
IValt  Lambader,  556. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDULE 
Dubinsky  Bros.  vs.  Cresswell  Photos. 
National  Screen  vs.  Cinema  Club. 

Film  Delivery  vs.  Barkers. 

Finton  Jones  vs.  Don  Davis. 


Tracy's  "Oscar"  to 
Father  Flanagan 

Omaha — The  Motion  Picture  Academy 
“Oscar,”  awarded  to  Spencer  Tracy  for  his 
portrayal  of  Father  Flanagan  in  “Boys 
Town,”  has  been  given  to  Msgr.  E.  J. 
Flanagan  by  Tracy.  The  statue  arrived 
at  Boys  Town  last  week. 

Next  to  one  inscription,  “Academy  first 
award.  To  Spencer  Tracy  for  his  per- 
formance in  ‘Boys  Town’.”  Tracy  had 
another  inscribed:  “To  Father  Edward  J. 
Flanagan,  whose  great  human  qualities, 
timely  simplicity  and  inspiring  courage 
were  strong  enough  to  shine  through  my 
humble  effort.” 

Father  Flanagan  was  deeply  moved 
upon  receiving  the  trophy.  “But  Spencer 
should  not  take  credit  from  himself,”  he 
said.  “He  is  always  giving  the  other  fel- 
low the  credit,  when  everyone  knows  that 
it  really  belongs  to  him — a great  actor.” 

Eguipment  Sales  Reilect 
Business  Improvement 

Kansas  City — Sales  of  RCA  sound  equip- 
ment reflect  improved  business  for  theatres 
in  the  area,  according  to  Don  (Hifi)  Davis 
here.  Among  the  recent  installations: 

Boone,  Commonwealth,  Columbia,  Mo.; 
Grand,  Clyde  Killibrew,  Siloam  Springs, 
Ark.;  Majestic,  J.  D.  Lankister,  Allen,  Okla.; 
Empress,  Ed  Crew,  Waurika,  Okla.;  Royal, 
J.  Randolph  Smith,  Mountain  View,  Okla.; 
Funk’s  American,  Guymon,  Okla. 

A.  P.  Bill  reports  the  following  RCA 
sales: 

Uptown,  Julius  Geertz,  Davenport,  la.; 
West,  Sioux  City,  la.;  Iowa,  Mort  Singer, 
Waterloo,  la.,  and  several  A.  H.  Blank 
houses,  including  the  Olympic,  Lennox, 
la.;  Empress,  Fremont,  Neb.;  Granada, 
Norfolk,  Neb.;  Princess,  Sioux  City,  la. 


MINNEAPOLIS 

(Continued  from  page  63) 
ing  conspiracy  to  deprive  it  of  product  . . . 
Reno  Wilk  and  the  Lebedoff  brothers  are 
among  the  theatrical  crowd  that  gets  its 
exercise  in  the  handball  courts. 

Don  Buckley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.,  ex- 
hibitor, reports  a swell  time  in  Florida.  He 
dropped  in  on  the  Twin  City  Variety  Club 
en  route  home  from  the  South  . . . Joe 
Jacobs  came  up  from  Omaha  to  be  pres- 
ent for  the  "farewell”  party  which  the 
Columbia  office  here  tossed  for  him  . . . 
W.  H.  Workman  and  Morrie  Abrams  jour- 
neyed to  Superior  Wis.,  for  the  world 
premiere  of  "Ice  Follies”  at  the  Palace 
Theatre  there. 


K,  C.  Sound  Moving 

Kansas  City — ’The  Kansas  City  Soimd 
Service  and  the  American  Films,  both 
headed  by  Paul  Humston,  are  moving  from 
126  West  18th  St.,  to  1818  Wyandotte  St. 
(second  floor) , on  March  15.  The  firm’s 
exijansion  into  the  16mm.  field  requires 
more  space. 
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ITO  OF  W.  VA.  IN  FAVOR  OF  AMALGAMATION 
WITH  ALLIED  AFTER  COL.  COLE'S  PERSUASION 


A Possible  Merger  With  When  Quality  Justifies  It, 

W.  Va.  Managers' Ass'n  17  m « 

Postpones  Action  Kiims  Will  Play  Singles 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Members  of  the 
ITO  of  W.  Va.  favored  affiliation  with 
Allied  States  Ass’n  of  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
hibitors following  a special  meeting  here 
which  was  addressed  by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
Allied  president. 

Awaiting  a possible  amalgamation  with 
the  West  Virginia  Managers’  Ass’n,  head- 
ed by  Sol  J.  Hyman  of  Huntington,  ITO 
officers  and  members  deferred  action  in 
regards  to  joining  hands  with  national 
Allied.  R.  J.  “Riney”  Hiehle,  ITO  presi- 
dent, in  a resolution,  was  authorized  to 
appoint  a committee  to  confer  with  Hy- 
man or  his  associates  looking  forward  to 
one  statewide  group.  ITO  officials  report- 
ed that  W.  Va.  Managers’  Ass’n  leaders 
had  agreed  to  a joint  meeting  on  legisla- 
tive matters  at  Charleston  early  in  Janu- 
ary, but  that  members  of  the  latter  group 
didn’t  appear.  It  was  understood  that 
there  will  be  this  final  session,  if  agree- 
able to  the  Hyman  combination,  and  that 
if  cooperation  is  not  pledged,  the  ITO 
will  steer  its  own  ship.  There  was  no  doubt 
following  the  meeting  that  the  ITO  would 
join  Allied. 

Col.  Cole  was  introduced  by  M.  A.  Ro- 
senberg, president  of  the  MPTO  of  W. 
Pa.,  and  newly  appointed  East-Central 
vice-president  of  Allied.  The  guest  speak- 
er told  of  some  of  his  early  exhibitor 
organization  trials  and  tribulations  in 
Texas  and  ended  with  a vivid  picture  of 
the  fast-moving  industry  of  today,  an- 
swering questions  regarding  the  trade  pact 
negotiations,  the  Interstate  case  of  Texas, 
the  repeal  of  the  North  Dakota  divorce- 
ment law,  and  other  vital  problems. 

“Away  From  Racketeering” 

“I  don’t  profess  to  know  just  where  the 
industry  is  headed,”  Col.  Cole  told  the  ITO 
group,  “but  I do  know  where  it  is  headed 
away  from  and  that  is  away  from  racket- 
eering.” 

A financial  report  was  given  by  Garland 
West,  treasurer,  as  the  meeting  got  under 
way  with  R.  J.  Hiehle  presiding. 

Forbes  R.  Hiehle,  a son  of  the  ITO 
president,  reported  for  the  legislative  com- 
mittee. Other  officers  who  have  been  on 
the  legislative  firing  line  also  spoke  on  the 
avalanche  of  adverse  legislation  which  ap- 
peared this  session. 

Theatre  managers  other  than  owners  of 
independent  theatres  will  be  eligible  for 
associate  membership  in  the  ITO  of  W. 
Va.,  under  terms  of  a resolution  which 
was  adopted. 

Jack  Marks,  veteran  Clarksburg  exhibi- 
tor, paid  tribute  to  Col.  Cole  as  the  leader 
of  the  independents. 

The  Waldo  Hotel,  scene  of  the  business 


Meet  Scotty — 

R.  R.  (Scotty)  DeVeaux,  field  repre- 
sentative of  Boxoffice,  currently 
working  the  West  Virginia  territory. 
Full  of  trade  news,  ready  to  get  more 
and  to  advise  on  any  problem  his  wide 
experience  covers — that’s  Scotty  De- 
Veaux. 


session,  was  gayly  decorated  for  the 
“Double-Feature”  event,  with  an  extreme- 
ly successful  banquet  staged  that  evening 
in  honor  of  Charles  Dortic,  Grand  Na- 
tional branch  manager,  and  Robert  Dun- 
bar, Warner  Bros,  office  manager,  both 
of  Pittsburgh.  C.  C.  Kellenberg  of  20th- 
Fox  was  toastmaster.  At  the  speakers 
table  were  Col.  Cole,  Roy  H.  Haines,  Ca- 
nadian and  eastern  sales  manager  for 
Warner;  Robert  Smeltzer,  Warner  dis- 
trict manager;  Harry  Seed,  Warner  branch 
manager;  Jules  Lapidus,  Grand  National 
district  manager;  R.  J.  and  Forbes 
Hiehle;  M.  A.  Rosenberg  and  the  honor 
guests,  Dortic  and  Dunbar,  veteran  film 
sales  representatives  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia territory.  The  former  was  present- 
ed with  a complete  set  of  golf  clubs  with 
bag  and  the  latter  received  a fine  wrist 
watch.  Richard  D.  Marks,  Danny  Davis, 
Kellenberg  and  others  served  on  the  com- 
mittee which  was  responsible  for  the 
grand  success  of  the  affair. 

Among  those  present: 

C.  E.  Warner,  Forbes  R.  Hiehle,  Joseph  Feeney. 
I.  Peters,  James  Keefe,  Danny  Davis,  C.  L.  Sut- 
ton, George  P.  Communitz,  R.  J.  Hiehle,  R.  E. 
“Fuzzy”  Knight,  J.  W.  Heaton,  Dr.  A.  S.  Koontz, 
Richard  D.  Marks,  Jack  Marks,  Claude  Robinson, 
Charles  Anderson,  Walter  B.  Urling,  B.  H.  Potts, 
George  Sallows,  Garland  West,  John  Panopoulos, 
George  Capps,  Sid  Jacobs,  Gene  DeFallo,  Mike 
Layman,  George  H.  Nelson,  Milton  J.  Cohen, 
Harry  Gantz,  H.  G.  Rha'wn,  Brooke  Riley,  Robert 
F.  Klingensmith. 

A1  Weiss,  Peter  Profili,  Bart  Dattola,  John 


By  H.  F.  REVES 

Detroit — Krim  Bros,  this  week  an- 
nounced they  will  play  single  features 
whenever  the  quality  of  the  picture  justi- 
fies this  policy.  The  announcement  takes 
on  importance  when  considering  that  De- 
troit is  virtually  a solid  double-bill  center, 
all  houses  playing  them  except  the  Punch 
and  Judy  and  those  with  occasional  stage 
units. 

The  Krims  will  limit  their  experiment 
to  the  two  main  houses  in  the  circuit,  the 
Lasky  and  Harmony. 

“Our  experiment  with  these  films  has 
proved  to  my  satisfaction  that  people  will 
pay  money  for  one  good  picture,”  Krim 
said.  “It  doesn’t  matter  if  we  don’t  have 
a weak  second  string  picture.  One  good 
one  is  what  counts,  and  we  plan  to  follow 
through  on  this  policy.” 

Other  opei'ators  are  watching  the  Krim 
policy  carefully.  Prevailing  exhibitor  sen- 
timent here  is  definitely  against  doubles, 
but  several  attempts  in  the  past  few  sea- 
sons to  eliminate  them  have  collapsed  be- 
cause of  lack  of  cooperation. 


Perry,  Frank  Panoplos,  Andy  Battiston,  Harry 
Hendel,  Jack  Mapel,  Sam  Navari,  Harry  Feinstein, 
Konstantine  Andreas  “Gus”  Vaveris,  Jake  Soltz, 
Werner  Lund,  Sam  Neaman,  Theodore  Mikolow- 
sky,  Charles  R.  Blatt,  Alex  Silay,  H.  Schmitt, 
Carl  Poke,  J.  C.  Shapiro,  Harry  Walker,  William 
Walker,  Larry  Puglia,  Ed  “Goodie”  Good,  Harry 
Rachiele,  Sam  Fleishman. 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Charles  Dortic,  Robert  Dun- 
bar, Jules  Lapidus,  Roy  H.  Haines,  Robert  Smelt- 
zer, Harry  Seed,  Maurice  M.  Kinder,  J.  B. 
Mundstuk,  Harry  Rees,  Burt  Bishop  jr.,  I.  T. 
Sweeney,  Sam  Steinberg,  Abe  Steinberg,  Mark 
Goldman,  Sam  Fineberg,  Richard  Lange,  Jos.  R. 
Kauffman,  Francis  Guehl,  Dave  Rosenfeld,  Jack 
Rosenfeld,  Lew  Lefton,  Milton  Lefton,  Ira  H. 
Cohn,  C.  C.  Kellenberg,  Vince  Josack,  F.  D. 
“Dinty”  Moore,  E.  B.  Morton,  Newt.  Williams, 
W.  G.  Liebler,  E.  S.  “Jim”  Thorpe,  Art  Levy, 
Bert  M.  Steam,  Abe  Weiner,  Jack  Judd,  Lou 
Vogel,  Jack  Marpole,  James  Nash,  Charles  Kosco, 
Guy  Peterson,  Martin  Terner,  Eli  Kauffman,  Billy 
ZeVan,  Max  Cransfield,  Larry  Jacobs. 

Ed  Vitarelli,  Frank  Kay,  Leo  F.  King,  Harry 
Rosenthal,  A.  D.  Mayer,  Leonard  Peclen,  Hal 
Corbin,  Dewey  Marraccini,  Harry  Gay,  A.  One- 
acre,  Martin  Wagner,  G.  Marriott. 


W.  Va,  ITO  Has  a 
Staunch  Member 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Miss  Lynne  B. 
Monroe,  veteran  theatre  operator  at 
Shinnston,  walked  into  the  ITO  of  W. 
Va.  meeting  room  after  adjournment. 
She  has  been  very  ill,  she  explained, 
and  didn't  wish  to  disturb  the  meet- 
ing, but  she  did  wish  to  pay  her  dues. 
She  was  accompanied  by  a sister  and 
a nurse. 
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Bill  in  Pennsylvania  Would 
Revive  Amusement  Tax 


Harrisburg — Reenactment  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania amusement  tax  was  proposed  in 
the  house  of  representatives  this  week  by 
Edwin  Winner  of  Montgomery  county. 

Tire  bill  was  “given  some  administration 
dignity,”  it  was  stated  by  political  ob- 
servers, because  of  its  introduction  by 
Winner,  the  representative  who  forwarded 
the  other  administration  tax  measures. 

Tire  tax  would  return  around  $7,000,000 
in  revenue  for  a 10-year  period.  Bill  pro- 
vides a $1  permit  fee  for  all  amusements 
and  a tax  on  admissions  of  one  cent  for 
every  25  cents  or  fraction  thereof. 

It  is  a duplicate  of  the  amusement  tax 
act  of  1935,  wliich  was  repealed  in  1937. 

Bank  Nights  would  be  legalized  under 
terms  of  a bill  introduced  by  Rep.  Samuel 
M.  Rosenfeld  of  Philadelphia.  The  bill 
licenses  the  theatre  game  for  $100  per 


year  per  theatre. 

A $15  annual  permit  was  set  up  for 
churches  and  societies  operating  Bingo 
games  or  lotteries. 

Edward  A.  Clark  of  Clearfield  has  in- 
troduced another  measure  which  would 
make  it  legal  for  religious,  fraternal  and 
similar  organizations  to  operate  lotteries 
for  charitable  purposes,  provided  the  prize 
does  not  exceed  $1,500. 

Rep.  Reuben  E.  Cohen  of  Philadelphia 
introduced  another  Bank  Night  bill  which 
would  legalize  the  contest  and  collect  a 
tax  of  15  per  cent  of  the  Bank  Night 
prize  money. 

Tire  Rose  and  Andrews  bill  to  repeal 
the  compulsory  gas-gadget  law  of  1937 
has  passed  the  house,  202-0,  and  is  now 
in  the  senate  (S.-108)  before  the  com- 
mittee on  labor  and  industry. 


Seek  Tax  Hike  for 
Traveling  Shows 

Louisville — The  revisions  committee  of 
the  Louisville  city  council  had  before  it  a 
proposed  ordinance  drawn  up  at  the  in- 
stance of  theatre  men  to  raise  to  a figure 
commensurate  with  the  taxes  paid  by  film 
houses  the  fees  charged  traveling  shows 
and  other  competing  forms  of  entertain- 
ment. 

It  was  no  secret  that  the  theatre  men 
were  aiming  the  measure  directly  at  a 
return  of  a “roller  derby,”  which  cut  into 
boxoffice  receipts  considerably  last  year 
during  its  stay  of  several  weeks  in  the  city. 

In  support  of  the  ordinance,  the  spon- 
sors presented  a full  list  of  state  and  city 
taxes  and  license  fees  paid  by  filmhouses 
in  contrast  to  much  smaller  fees  charged 
this  type  of  competition. 


Chas,  Hiehle's  Wedding 
Day  on  Easter  Sunday 

Parkersburg,  W.  Va. — Wedding  bells 
will  ring  Easter  Sunday  for  Charles  Hiehle 
and  Claudalee  Newlon,  according  to  a 
“coming  attraction”  announcement  folder. 

Bridegroom-to-be  is  a son  of  R.  J. 
“Riney  Hiehle,  president  of  the  ITO  of 
W.  Va.,  and  is  manager  of  his  dad’s  new 
Burwell  Theatre,  here. 


Confesses  Holdups 

Pittsburgh — Police  are  holding  George 
Plies,  25,  who,  they  say,  has  confessed 
robbing  the  Alvin,  Regent  and  Liberty  the- 
atres here  within  a two-week  period.  He 
also  confessed  being  unsuccessful  in  a 
holdup  attempt  last  week  at  the  Art 
Cinema,  according  to  the  police. 


Pitt  Labor  Is  Opposed 
To  a Billboard  Tax 

Pittsburgh — Opposition  to  a bill  pend- 
ing in  the  state  legislature  which  would 
tax  billboards  five  cents  per  square  foot 
was  voted  by  the  Pittsburgh  Central  Labor 
Union. 

Leo  Abernathy,  president  of  this  group 
and  also  president  of  the  bill  posters’  local 
union,  in  denouncing  the  bill,  stated: 
“This  pernicious  measure,  if  adopted,  will 
not  only  eliminate  the  entire  outdoor  ad- 
vertising industry,  but  will  throw  thous- 
ands of  art  workers,  teamsters,  carpen- 
ters and  other  craftsmen  out  of  work. 
There  isn’t  a craft  in  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  which  wouldn’t  be  af- 
fected, at  least  indirectly,  by  this  pro- 
posal. It  is  not  a tax  for  revenue  pur- 
poses. The  bill  merely  is  intended  to 
eliminate  billboards.  The  proposed  tax 
rate  is  so  prohibitive  no  advertiser  could 
afford  it.” 


Morgantown  lATSE  Local 
Celebrates  25th  Year 

Morgantown,  W.  Va. — Twenty-fifth  an- 
niversary of  Local  No.  578,  lATSE  & 
MPMO,  was  celebrated  here  at  a stag 
party  in  the  union’s  club  rooms  on  Mc- 
Lain Avenue. 

Members  attending  the  local  affair  were 
H.  D.  Kelly,  Michael  Lohoneck,  C.  P.  De- 
Fere,  George  Prentise,  Arthur  Hiser,  Ord 
Weaver,  Mose  Gottlieb  and  Harold  Ken- 
nedy. Traveling  members  unable  to  at- 
tend were  John  Whirle,  Ralph  Bailey  and 
F.  W.  Conklin,  sound  engineer. 


Booth  Fire  in  Akron 

Akron,  Ohio — Stanley  Fitz,  projection- 
ist, was  overcome  by  fumes  while  fighting 
a blaze  which  broke  out  in  the  booth  of 
the  National  Theatre  here.  Firemen  re- 
vived him.  Damage  was  estimated  in  ex- 
cess of  $1,000. 


W.  Va.  Bill  Seeks 
A Censor  Board 

Charleston,  W.  Va.  — When  the  bars 
went  down  on  the  introduction  of  new 
bills  in  the  legislatm’e  the  other  day 
there  were  dozens  of  new  measures  on  file 
one  of  them  a censorship  bill. 

Under  conditions  of  the  measure  there 
would  be  a three-member  board  of  cen- 
sors to  pass  on  motion  pictures.  This  bill 
was  introduced  by  Senator  Moler,  (Demo- 
crat) of  Berkeley. 


Testimonial  Dinner  for 
Interrante,  Gottlieb 

Altoona,  Pa. — Friends  in  the  industry 
will  honor  Austin  Interrante  and  Saal 
Gottlieb  at  a testimonial  dinner  and 
“Goodwill  Get  Together”  at  the  Hotel 
Penn  Alto  here  on  Wednesday,  March  15. 
Theatre  owners  throughout  the  territory 
are  expected  to  attend  and  there  will  be 
a large  delegation  of  film  distributing 
sales  executives  from  Pittsburgh. 

Several  surprises  are  in  store,  accord- 
ing to  members  of  the  committee,  one  of 
which  is  expected  to  be  a special  “rneUer- 
drama”  which  has  to  do  with  the  private 
lives  of  exhibitors  and  film  peddlers. 

The  affair  is  planned  as  a tribute  to 
the  20th-Fox  and  the  M-G-M  sales  repre- 
sentatives. Stag  banquet  will  be  served  at 
7:15  p.  m. 


Pittsburgh — A special  car  on  P.  R.  R. 
train  74,  departing  from  here  at  2 p.  m., 
March  15,  will  accommodate  local  film 
men  and  exhibitors  who  are  planning  to 
attend  the  Austin  Interrante-Saal  Gott- 
lieb testimonial  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Penn 
Alto,  Altoona,  Pa.,  that  evening.  Pullman 
seat  tickets  are  required  for  this  special 
car,  the  train  to  arrive  at  Altoona  at 
4:45  p.  m. 

Giuseppe  Interrante,  opera  star,  and 
brother  of  the  20th-Fox  representative,  is 
listed  as  an  honor  guest  and  an  enter- 
tainer. 

Tickets  for  the  banquet  were  available 
throughout  the  week  and  advance  indi- 
cations pointed  to  a very  large  turnout. 


John  Lund  and  Son  Will 
Remodel  the  Ellsworth 

Ellsworth,  Pa.  — The  EUsworth  The- 
atre, recently  acquired  by  John  Lund  and 
his  son,  Werner,  is  undergoing  extensive 
remodeling,  with  reopening  scheduled  for 
March  17. 

Front  and  auditorium  have  been  newly 
painted,  a new  ceiling  has  been  installed 
and  new  fixtures  include  seats,  screen, 
lighting  systems  and  decorations. 

The  Ellsworth  here  and  the  Family 
Theatre,  Mather,  were  transferred  to  the 
Lunds  on  March  1.  The  latter  house  is 
operating  as  usual  under  the  new  manage- 
ment. 
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Where  Variety  Club 
Milk  Fund  Goes 

Pittsburgh — Variety  Club’s  milk  distri- 
bution started  as  of  March  1,  with  these 
results  and  facts  (not  complete) : 

Total  amount  of  money  to  be  distributed 
(including  the  Wm.  Zeuger  donation), 
$36,600. 

Cost  of  milk  per  gallon,  33c. 

Total  number  of  gallons,  110,909. 

Number  of  children,  2,562. 

Amount  of  milk  for  each  child,  43.3 
gallons. 

Divided  in  half-pints,  693  half-pints. 

Starting  date  of  delivery,  March  1 (306 
days  left  in  year) . 

Two  half-pints  of  milk  to  each  child 
each  day  (81  extra  half-pints  over  this 
period) . 

Associated  Circuit  Duo 
Makes  Improvements 

Cleveland — ^Ed  Wise,  manager  of  the 
Homestead,  an  Associated  Theatres  circuit 
house,  has  completed  installation  of  new 
chairs.  The  installation  was  made  under 
the  supervision  of  Frank  Boyd  in  charge 
of  American  Seating  Co.’s  local  office. 

The  Capitol,  another  Associated  The- 
atres circuit  house,  under  managership  of 
Thomas  Whyte,  has  been  completely  re- 
juvenated by  the  copious  use  of  paint  and 
tapestry  wall  decorations  done  in  panel 
effect. 

Audience  reaction  to  new  decorations 
is  very  marked,  both  managers  say.  Pa- 
trons not  only  remark  about  the  changes, 
on  entering  the  theatres,  but  stop  to  com- 
ment on  the  pictures  offered,  indicating 
that  pleasant  surroundings  make  them  less 
critical  of  the  screen  program. 


F&Y  Garner  Contracts 
For  Several  Houses 

Columbus,  Ohio — Contracts  for  new 
theatre  construction  have  been  awarded 
the  P&Y  Construction  Co.  here,  Lee  Yas- 
senoff,  president,  has  announced. 

Excavation  has  been  completed  on  a 
new  theatre,  with  a seating  capacity  of 
1,000  at  Latonia,  Ky.,  being  built  for  Louis 
Wietha.  The  company  soon  will  begin 
construction  of  a new  house  in  Cincin- 
nati. 

The  firm  also  has  completed  design  for 
a theatre  in  Charlestown,  W.  Va.,  which, 
according  to  its  owners,  will  proceed 
within  the  next  30  days. 


Trailer  Demonstration 

Cleveland — About  40  exhibitors,  in- 
cluding representatives  of  local  chains, 
were  guests  of  Carl  Laufer,  manager  of 
Trailer  Made  product,  at  a private  screen- 
ing last  Friday  in  Joe  Leavitt’s  Indepen- 
dent Screen  room,  when  he  showed  what 
Trailer  Made  has  to  offer  and  demon- 
strated what  strides  have  been  made  in 
the  production  of  short  trailers. 


THE  trek  to  foreign  shores  and  sunny 

climes  is  still  on.  W.  C.  Chesbrough, 
Columbus  circuit  owner,  left  last  week 
on  a cruise  down  the  eastern  shore  . . . 
Saul  Bragin,  booker  for  the  Warner  Ohio 
theatre  circuit,  sailed  off  on  the  Staaten- 
dam  for  a visit  to  the  West  Indies  ...  Joe 
Leavitt  of  the  Independent  screen  room 
and  Mrs.  Leavitt  are  spending  the  month 
of  March  in  Miami,  Fla.  . . . Lester  Zucker, 
Columbia  branch  manager,  and  his  wife 
have  joined  the  Miami  Beach  colony  . . . 
Phil  Kendis  of  Exhibitors  Poster  Service 
and  Mrs.  Kendis  reached  the  Florida  shore 
early  last  week. 

Going  west  as  far  as  Hot  Springs,  Ark., 
are  Morris  Berkowitz  of  the  Ritz  and  Am- 
bassador theatres  and  Ralph  Rose  who  di- 
vides his  interest  between  the  Film  Bldg. 
Cigar  Store  and  the  Penn  Square  Theatre 
. . . Myer  Fine  of  Associated  circuit  also 
left  for  Hot  Springs  . . . R.  O.  Flemm,  for- 
mer Republic  salesman,  has  joined  Ex- 
hibitors Poster  Service  in  a sales  capacity, 
concentrating  on  the  company’s  new 
screen  process  standee  frames. 

Sidney  Garfinkle,  local  representative 
for  Quality  Premiums,  with  offices  in  the 
Film  Bldg.,  announces  that  the  new  Mount 
Union  Theatre,  Alliance,  has  contracted 
for  his  dresserware  as  giveaways  . . . Perc 
Essick  of  the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif 
circuit,  who  has  been  ill  for  the  past  two 
months,  is  spending  two  hours  a day  in  his 
office  . . . The  flu  caught  up  with  Col. 
Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  division  manager  and 
with  Nat  Holt,  RKO  Great  Lakes  division 
manager. 

G.  W.  Erdmann,  secretary  of  the  Cleve- 
land Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n, 
speaks  before  the  Federation  of  Women’s 
Club  at  Steinway  Hall,  Halle  Bros.  Co.,  on 
March  15.  His  subject  will  be  “Block  Book- 
ing and  Blind  Selling.”  And  on  April  11, 
Ernest  Schwartz,  president  of  the  Cleve- 
land Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Ass’n,  and 
Erdmann  will  address  the  PTA  Ass’n  on 
“Hoio  Can  PTAs  further  cooperate  with 
neighborhood  theatres?”  Time  is  11  a.  m. 
Place  is  the  board  of  education  assembly 
room. 

Milton  A.  Mooney,  head  of  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Ohio,  last  week  made  a trip 
through  the  territory  just  to  keep  in  touch 
with  theatre  entertainment  needs  . . . Bob 
Bial  of  Art  Guild  Studios,  specialists  in 
lobby  frames,  went  over  to  Detroit  last 
week  questing  new  ideas  . . . Bernard 
Rubin  of  Hollywood  Advertising  Co.,  mak- 
ers of  screen  process  silk  banners,  covered 
the  West  Virginia  territory  last  week  and 
this  week  his  partner,  A1  Sunshine,  is  visit- 
ing the  exhibitors  in  Ohio,  Kentucky  and 
Indiana  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Rhodes 
of  the  New  Odeon  Theatre,  Ada,  were  in 
booking  pictures. 

Charles  Lynch  has  bought  the  West  Vir- 
ginia distribution  rights  to  “The  Little 
Flower,”  nationally  owned  by  Sunray 
Films,  Inc.  . . . Lou  Walters,  manager  of 
the  local  National  Theatre  Supply  office, 
has  increased  his  office  force  by  one  pussy- 
cat. She  is  proving  almost  as  great  an  at- 
(Continued  on  page  65) 


A New  Buying  Pool 
Now  Operating 

Columbus — Pictures  shown  in  a ma- 
jority of  independent  Columbus  theatres 
will  be  obtained  by  the  owners  and  man- 
agers through  a buying  pool  operating 
under  the  name  Theatre  Service,  Inc. 
Three  weeks  ago  a non-profit  charter  was 
issued  to  the  organization  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  but  announcement  was  de- 
layed. 

The  concern  will  serve  as  purchasing 
agent  for  the  theatres,  and  will  handle 
all  details  for  1939-40  bookings.  There  are 
27  Columbus  theatres  and  five  other  Ohio 
houses  involved.  Under  the  new  setup  it 
is  expected  that  many  of  the  neighbor- 
hood theatres  will  receive  films  for  show- 
ings much  sooner  after  first  runs. 

Exhibitors  include:  W.  C.  Chesbrough, 
Drexel,  Alhambra,  Champion,  Garden, 
Empress,  Grandview,  Northern,  Hudson, 
Pythian,  Picadilly  and  Victor  of  Colum- 
bus, and  the  Classic,  Mecca  and  Salem  of 
Dayton:  C.  A.  McDonald,  Arlington,  Cleve, 
Westmont,  Southland  and  Thurmania  of 
Columbus  and  the  Ada  of  Ada;  F.  W. 
Rowlands,  Columbia,  Main  and  Parsons  of 
Columbus;  Virgil  Jackson,  Goodale,  Wil- 
mar  and  Uptown  of  Columbus  and  the 
Avon  of  Cincinnati;  Max  Stern,  South- 
ern; Lee  J.  Hofheimer,  Indianola;  A1  Tay- 
lor, Dixie;  Frank  Ferguson,  Avondale. 

At  the  initial  meeting  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected:  Jackson,  president; 
Rowlands,  vice-president,  and  Steam, 
secretary-treasurer.  Trustees  are:  Ches- 
brough, Steam,  Rowlands,  Jackson  and 
McDonald. 

According  to  Jackson,  the  emphasis  will 
be  placed  on  the  corporation  as  a book- 
ing office  to  minimize  time  and  effort 
necessary  to  arrange  for  satisfactory  pic- 
tures. In  addition,  the  individual  will  be 
afforded  a certain  measure  of  protection 
in  the  event  of  illness  or  forced  absence 
from  work. 


North  Canton  House  lor 
The  Interstate  Circuit 

Canton,  Ohio — A $60,000  theatre  build- 
ing will  be  erected  this  summer  in  nearby 
North  Canton  for  lease  to  the  Interstate 
Theatres,  Inc.,  Ohio  circuit  operators. 

George  A.  Delis,  district  manager,  said 
the  new  house  will  be  modern  in  every 
respect,  will  seat  750,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted late  in  the  summer. 

North  Canton  at  present  is  one  of  the 
largest  towns  in  the  state  without  a mo- 
tion picture  theatre,  according  to  Delis. 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 

FLAGS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

402  Film  Bldgr. — PKospect  4583 
AL  SUNSHINE  BEKNIE  KUBIN 
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yARIETY  CLUB  box  at  Forbes  Field  for 
the  baseball  season  has  been  conti’acted 
for  by  Jim  Alexander,  Sam  Fineberg,  John 
J.  MaJoney,  Joe  Misrach,  M.  N.  Shapiro, 
Ben  Brown  and  Jos.  R.  Kauffman,  the 
latter  holding  two  seats  . . . M.  N.  Shapiro 
is  vacationing  at  Hot  Springs  . . . Peter 
J.  Alderman  spent  a week  in  Florida  and 
returned  home  with  Mrs.  Alderman  and 
their  daughter  who  had  been  there  for 
some  weeks  . . . Sister  Mary  Clarence  of 
Roselia  Foundling  and  Maternity  Hos- 
pital has  written  a letter  of  thanks  to 
the  Variety  Club  for  the  distribution  of 
milk  to  the  underprivileged  infants  of  that 
institution  . . . The  Carl  Pokes  departed 
this  week  for  a vacation  in  Florida. 

Art  Levy,  local  Columbia  manager,  is 
happy  to  report  that  his  brother,  Morton 
A.  Levy,  20th-Fox’s  Prairie  district  man- 
ager, will  be  in  charge  of  the  1939  Kent 
Drive,  succeeding  Jim  O’Loghlin  . . . The 
Jim  Alexanders  and  Jimmy  jr.,  who  have 
been  enjoying  a motor  tour  of  the  South, 
are  expected  to  return  ivithin  a few  days. 
Jim  has  been  giving  some  thought  to  the 
Republic  Day  party  at  the  Variety  Club, 
Friday  evening,  March  31  . . . Andy  Cherry, 
veteran  film  man  now  residing  in  Clarks- 
burg, returned  to  Pittsburgh  on  the  special 
bus  which  took  many  of  the  Filmrow  boys 
to  the  shindig  last  week  . . . Don’t  forget 
you  are  invited  to  bring  a small  prize  for 
distribution  among  the  boys  of  the  Film- 
row  Bowling  League. 

Mort  England  was  in  Philadelphia  on 
business  for  several  days  last  week  . . . 
Miss  Mary  Morris,  star  of  Paramount’s 
“Double  Door”  of  a few  seasons  ago,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  faculty  of  Carnegie 
Tech’s  drama  department  . . . Harry  Kal- 
mine  was  in  New  York  last  week  booking 
stage  shows  for  the  Stanley  . . . Bill  Satori, 
New  Universal  sales  representative,  is  back 
on  the  job  after  a New  York  vacation 
. . . Lew  and  Milt  Lefton  of  Monarch  Pic- 
tures are  in  New  York  on  business  for 
ten  days. 

There  was  much  cheering  when  Wasson 
No.  1 Well  on  Sorg  lease,  one-fifth  of  a 
mile  north  of  the  Summit  Hotel,  west  of 
Jumonville  Road,  Uniontown,  came  in 
with  an  estimated  2,250,000  cubic  feet  of 
gas  per  day.  Sunk  7,112  feet,  the  rock 
pressure  is  2,950  lbs.  per  square  inch; 
this  is  the  first  well  on  the  Chestnut  Ridge 
Anticline  that  has  produced  gas  from  the 
Oriskiny  sand.  Among  those  interested  are 
James  H.  Alexander  of  Republic  Pictures 
and  Carl  A.  Jakobi  and  Ken  Woodward, 
Uniontown  exhibitors. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  to  open  a 
summer  stock  company  at  the  Nixon  . . . 
Ted  Prendergast,  secretary  to  ex-Gov- 
ernor  Earle,  is  in  Hollywood  and  in  the 
midst  of  writing  a “peace”  photoplay  . . . 
The  Harry  Walkers  pull  out  for  Florida, 
March  12  . . . Col.  Billy  Wheat  was  back 
on  the  job  this  week  after  recuperating 
from  an  illness  in  Florida  . . . Jimmy  Rit- 
ter, California,  Pa.,  showman,  flew  to 
the  west  coast  on  notification  of  the  death 
of  his  mother  ...  Joe  Hiller  was  down  with 
the  flu  this  week. 


Aee  “The  Bearded  Showman”  Stuckey 
and  his  brother,  John,  of  Everett,  Pa.,  were 
hosts  to  more  than  a dozen  friends  in  the 
trade  Monday  midnight  at  their  noted 
restaurant-bar  which  adjoins  the  theatre. 
Those  who  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the 
Stuckeys  were  Art  Levy,  George  Tice,  Dave 
Kimelman,  George  Elmo,  Charlie  Mergen, 
Jack  Cohen,  Mark  Goldman,  Charlie  Dor- 
tic  and  F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore  of  Filmrow, 
Joe  Shapiro  of  Mt.  Union,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Check  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  O.  Klingler 
of  Lewistown.  Each  loas  called  upon  to 
entertain. 

This  crowd  had  attended  the  opening 
of  the  new  Pitt  'Tl'ieatre,  Bedford,  earlier 
in  the  evening.  Among  others  in  attend- 
ance at  the  inaugural  of  H.  R.  Cromwell’s 
new  700-seat  theatre  were  Ira  H.  Cohn, 
Austin  Interrante,  Joe  Lefko,  E.  B.  Mor- 
ton, Newt  Williams,  W.  E.  Dyck,  Billy 
ZeVan  and  others  of  the  Filmrow  gang. 
Cromwell  entertained  in  his  new  apart- 
ment which  is  located  above  the  theatre 
lobby.  There  was  much  praise  for  the  new 
Pitt  Theatre. 

Art  Levy  was  in  Cincinnati  this  week 
attending  a Columbia  district  meeting 
which  was  presided  over  by  Sa7n  Galanty 
. . . Harry  Seed  was  preparing  to  attend 
the  annual  Warner  convention  in  New 
York,  March  13-14  . . . John  J.  Maloney, 
Burt  Bishop  jr.,  and  the  local  M-G-M 
staff  will  attend  a three-day  convention 
in  Chicago,  opening  March  19,  and  the 
2Qth-Fox  confab  is  scheduled  for  the  same 
city  April  3-5,  according  to  Ira  H.  Cohn 
. . . James  B.  Clark  is  at  St.  Francis  Hos- 
pital. Also  on  the  sick  list  is  Joe  Hiller 
. . . Friends  of  Al  Glazer  attended  the  op- 
ening  of  his  newly -decorated  Parkway 
Theatre,  McKees  Rocks,  Tuesday  evening 
. . . Bart  Dattola  arid  New  Kensington 
city  officials  have  arbitrated  their  diffi- 
culties and  Bart  has  discontinued  Sunday 
exhibitions. 

Tony  Martin  returns  to  the  Stanley 
for  the  Easter  Week  show,  opening  April  7; 
Holy  Week  show  will  find  another  Major 
Bowes  imit  featured;  Fi'ed  Waring  returns 
for  the  week  of  April  14  . . . MPTO  di- 
rectors met  twice  last  week,  in  regular 
session  and  at  a special  luncheon  in  honor 
of  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied  presi- 
dent . . . MPTO  labor  committee  met  on 
Tuesday  with  the  lATSE  committee  in 
regular  session  . . . Introduction  of  the 
amusement  tax  bill  in  the  legislature  stir- 
red the  film  colony  this  week  . . . Don’t 


Say  It  With 
A Song 

Pittsburgh — Fulton  Theatre  resorted 
to  a bit  of  poetry  to  get  over  its  point 
in  its  holdover  announcement  of  "You 
Can't  Cheat  an  Honest  Man,”  as  to- 
wit: 

"Pittsburgh  Laughs — 

The  Boxoffice  Sizzles 
The  Crowds  Continue 
As  Fidler  Fizzles!" 


A Pre-Nazi  German  Film 
Revived  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — ^When  Henry  Pincus,  man- 
ager of  the  City  Theatre,  only  foreign 
policy  house  now  in  Cleveland,  booked 
“Two  Hearts  in  Waltz  Time,”  he  secured 
and  displayed  in  his  lobby,  written  testi- 
monials from  all  local  anti-Nazi  organiza- 
tions, excluding  it  from  the  list  of  Nazi 
boycotts.  Pincus  advertised  it  as  a pre- 
Hitler  picture  of  old  Germany. 

This  is  the  first  revival  of  “Two  Hearts 
in  Waltz  Time”  since  its  original  showing 
here  ten  years  ago. 


Educators'  Convention 
Is  Boon  to  Grosses 

Cleveland— Heads  of  the  local  first-rim 
theatre  circuits  report  that  their  business 
was  boosted  last  week  by  the  advent  of 
30,000  educators  assembled  for  the  na- 
tional teachers’  convention. 

Conventions,  as  a rule,  hurt  theatre 
business,  the  managers  contend,  with  the 
exception  of  educators’  gatherings.  Na- 
tional, state  and  local  gatherings  of  teach- 
ers in  Cleveland  have,  over  a period  of 
years,  shown  an  increase  in  attendance. 


Detroit  Proiectionists' 

Party  Draws  Many 

Detroit — The  annual  party  of  the  Pro- 
jectionists’ local  here  at  the  Book-Cadillac 
Hotel  was  a real  success,  with  410  opera- 
tors, friends  and  civic  figures  in  attend- 
ance. The  party  started  at  midnight, 
lasted  till  daylight. 

Illness  prevented  Roger  Kennedy,  busi- 
ness agent  and  international  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  lATSE,  from  attending. 


Kemper  Plans  550-Seat 
House  lor  Crestline 

Shelby,  Ohio — R.  T.  Kemper  of  the 
State  Theatre  announces  that  he  and  his 
associates  are  building  a new  550-seat 
house  in  Crestline.  The  house  will  be 
modern  in  all  respects,  states  Kemper,  in- 
cluding the  newest  type  of  air  condition- 
ing. The  structure,  which  was  started  last 
week,  will  cost  approximately  $30,000. 


forget  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  Party  at  the 
Variety  Club  March  17  with  the  John  J. 
Maloneys  in  charge. 

B.  P.  “Dinty”  Moore  has  arrived  here 
from  Oklahoma  City  and  is  on  the  job 
as  main  line  district  manager  for  the 
Warner  circuit,  supervising  Johnstown, 
State  College,  Tyrone,  Greensburg , Wil- 
kinsburg  and  Ambridge  . . . Jewish  War 
Veterans  sponsored  a benefit  performance 
for  the  Non-Sectarian  Refugee  Fund  in 
the  Barry  Theatre  . . . Robert  P.  Gloeck- 
ler,  52,  veteran  screen  actor  and  former 
idol  of  the  old  Harry  Davis  Stock  Co.  here, 
is  dead  in  Hollywood. 
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Three  New  Houses 
Bow  in  Michigan 

Detroit  — Michigan  celebrated  New 
Theatre  Week,  with  three  new  openings. 
Top  social  event  was  at  W.  G.  Thick’s  new 
Bo-Gar  Theatre  at  Marshall,  opened  on 
Thursday.  A large  attendance  from  here 
included  Jack  Stewart,  Sam  Seplowin,  Lou 
Greenley,  Jack  Young,  and  Harry  Ber- 
man, together  with  Jack  Belman,  Repub- 
lic district  manager;  Ray  Branch  of 
Hastings  and  Jack  Ross  of  Lansing. 

The  house  has  been  named  after  Thick’s 
two  sons — Bob  and  Garth,  who  were  host 
on  the  occasion  with  their  father.  Flow- 
ers from  friends  were  on  display.  Re- 
freshments were  served. 

On  the  same  night,  Harold  Hedler 
opened  the  new  Oz  at  Fremont,  Mich. 

On  Friday,  Bennett  and  Wolverton 
opened  their  new  Sylvan  at  Chelsea,  about 
60  miles  west  of  Detroit. 


Excellent  Pictures  Has 
Day  at  Variety  Club 

Detroit — Monday  was  Excellent  Pictures 
Day  at  the  Variety  Club,  with  William 
Flemion,  president  of  the  new  exchange, 
a brief  speaker.  He  introduced  his  business 
associates,  Anne  O’Donnell,  Burt  Foster 
and  Carl  Zipper. 

Leslie  C.  Hughes-Hallett,  British  consul 
here  eight  years  and  well  known  among 
the  local  trade,  was  paid  a farewell  trib- 
ute on  assignment  by  his  government  to 
a new  post  in  Copenhagen. 

It  was  Shrine  Circus  Night  Saturday  at 
Variety  clubrooms.  Youthful  performers 
from  the  Monte  Carlo  Studios  furnished 
entertainment. 


New  House  in  Fremont 
Mich,,  Makes  Debut 

Fremont,  Mich. — William  Schulte,  oper- 
ator of  one  of  the  largest  independent  cir- 
cuits in  Michigan,  opened  the  new  Fre- 
mont Theatre  here  March  3.  The  house, 
seating  about  300,  was  known  as  the  Ideal 
under  R.  L.  Leigh. 

It  has  been  completely  reconditioned, 
with  new  equipment  installed  in  many  de- 
partments. Walt  Nichols  is  house  man- 
ager. Among  those  attending  the  open- 
ing were  W.  J.  Turnbull  and  S.  C.  Wal- 
dron from  Detroit. 


Checking  on  Construction 
Of  Theatres  in  Detroit 

Detroit — The  department  of  building 
and  safety  engineering  is  surveying  the 
local  situation  to  determine  whether  the- 
atres falling  under  its  provision  are 
operating  under  the  regulations  of  the 
new  Budding  Code  adopted  in  1936. 

Owners  of  theatres  built  after  1911  and 
operating  within  the  provisions  of  the  re- 
placed code  are  not  required  to  change 
their  properties  to  fit  the  provisions  of  the 
new  ordinance. 


gILL  CARLSON,  anxious  to  give  his 
friend  Charles  C.  Perry  of  the  Adams 
Theatre,  a boost,  informed  the  WMBC 
audience  Monday  about  “Charlie  Adams’’ 
instead.  Carlson  has  been  a real  barker 
for  the  Shi’ine  Circus  all  week,  with  good 
results  on  ticket  sales  . . . Cornelius  Brand, 
manager  of  the  Hazel  Park  'Tlieatre  in  the 
suburb  of  Hazel  Park,  for  William  Stoica, 
is  a keen  student  of  theatre  exploitation 
. . . R.  Rosser  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  is  raising  a red  mustache,  soon. 

Phil  Kaplan,  theatrical  printer,  has  re- 
turned from  Florida.  Mrs.  Kaplan  suf- 
fered a broken  ankle  on  the  beach  there, 
and  has  been  suffering  from  flu  since  her 
return  . . . Art  Robinson  is  the  Lucky  Boy 
of  the  week  . . . Irving  Belinsky  showed 
good  missionary  zeal  this  week  . . . W.  J. 
Turnbull  and  William  Schulte  had  a diffi- 
cult trip  back  from  Schulte’s  new  Ideal  at 
FremO’Ut — 225  miles — on  Saturday.  They 
report  S.  C.  Waldron  acquired  some  inter- 
esting souvenirs  en  route  with  them. 

The  Venice  'Tlieatre,  one-time  opposition 
to  the  Casino — on  paper — has  been  razed. 
Tlie  house  was  erected  about  ten  years 
ago,  but  the  building  was  never  finished, 
and  it  stood  vacant  ever  since,  untU  its 
demolition  the  other  day  . . . L.  C.  Hughes- 
Hallett  was  given  a testimonial  banquet 
Wednesday,  March  8,  at  the  Hotel  Wliit- 
tier,  by  friends.  C.  C.  Perry  and  Bill  Caii- 
son  report  a good  lineup  of  speakers  for 
the  Variety  convention  banquet  in  April, 
already  signed  up. 

Fred  Schader  is  back  "on  the  job"  after 
several  weeks’  illness  due  to  neuritis  . . . 
Mac  Krim  decided  to  go  to  Florida  this 
time,  instead  of  Hollywood  . . . Plans  are 
afoot  to  match  Max’s  famous  bear  with 
one  of  Clyde  Beatty’s  lions  . . . Harold 
Hedler  is  erecting  a new  house  at  Fremoiit 
. . . Walter  Nichols  is  manager  of  the  Ideal, 
Schulte  Circuit  house  there. 

The  Allegretti  'Twins  are  real  rivals  for 
the  Goldbergs.  Both  the  boys  formerly 
worked  for  Charles  Perry  at  the  Adams 
'Tlieatre,  and  Joe  Allegretti  is  now  mana- 
ger of  the  Alden  'Theatre  and  'Twin  Louis 
of  the  Circle,  for  the  two  Joes — Joe  Stole 
and  Joe  Miskinis.  Father  Harry  Allegretti 
is  manager  of  Nebiolo’s  popular  night  club 
. . . Stanley  Oleszkowicz  is  planning  to 
open  his  new  Atlas  'Theatre  March  18. 
George  W.  Sampson  will  open  his  Es- 
quire, Detroit’s  other  new  theatre,  a little 
later. 

Arthur  C.  Robinson  betrayed  himself  as 
an  "epicure”  this  week  . . . Stanley  Fisher, 
recently  dehospitalized,  made  his  first  Va- 
riety Monday  luncheon  of  the  year,  this 
week  . . . Dave  Flayer  of  the  Amo  likes 
to  be  in  good  company,  even  if  it  is  a bit 
of  trouble  . . . He’s  just  getting  over  a 
severe  flu  case  . . . George  Givot,  the 
Greek  ambassador,  didn’t  make  a getaway 
with  the  Book-Cadillac  silverware — clown 
Otto  Griebling  "caught"  him  in  the  act. 

Willard  J.  'Turnbull  of  National  'Theatre 
Supply  was  host  to  Variety  Club  last  Sat- 
urday, ably  assisted  by  members  of  his 
staff  and  Mrs.  'Turnbull  . . . Mrs.  Olive 
Pike,  secretary  to  Nathaniel  H.  Goldstick, 


the  assistant  corporation  counsel  who  han- 
dles nearly  all  legal  matters  pertaining  to 
show  business  for  the  city,  became  a 
grandmother  on  Saturday  at  the  age  of  43. 

Nat  Haase,  Metro  Premium  representa- 
tive, is  good  as  a master  of  ceremo-nies, 
we  find  . . . Jack  Ferentz,  business  agent 
of  the  musicians’  union,  has  been  busy 
leading  Theatrical  Post  of  the  Legion  from 
a membership  of  32  to  57,  in  the  current 
drive — going  way  over  the  quota  . . . Hal 
Burriss,  the  drummer-boy-premium-sales- 
man, returned  this  week  from  Florida. 
Mrs.  Burriss  has  been  running  the  busi- 
ness while  he  was  away  . . . Roger  Ken- 
nedy is  in  the  hospital  for  a general 
checkup  . . . Douglas  Smith  is  busy  sell- 
ing Auction  Night  in  the  territory,  re- 
porting especial  activity  in  this  line  over 
in  Canada. 

Eduard  J.  Werner,  who  has  been  leader 
of  Detroit  theatre  and  radio  orchestras  for 
the  past  25  years,  is  now  entering  upon 
his  third  profession — that  of  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  last  June,  and  will 
now  become  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Belanger,  Wood,  Jacquemain  & Werner, 
with  offices  located  in  the  Penobscot  Bldg. 
. . . H.  M.  Taliaferro,  president  of  the 
American  Seating  Co.,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  was  on  'Tuesday  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Fitzgerald,  as  member  of  a commis- 
sion composed  of  prominent  citizens  of 
Michigan,  to  represent  Michigan  at  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair. 

Ed  C.  Murphy,  veteran  film  salesman, 
has  left  Grand  National;  no  successor  has 
yet  been  appointed  . . . David  M.  Idzal, 
managing  director  of  the  Fox  Theatre, 
was  away  in  New  York  the  past  week  on 
business  . . . Jack  Hurford,  Fox  manager, 
is  just  getting  over  a bad  flu  case  . . . 
Cass  R.  Beechler,  upstate  exhibitor,  and 
Carl  H.  Shalit,  Columbia  manager,  have 
gone  to  Florida — separately  . . . Ray  Cloud 
of  Columbia  has  just  acquired  a new 
Pontiac. 

Ray  Schreiber,  circuit  operator,  return- 
ed Thursday  from  a brief  trip  to  Florida 
. . . His  manager,  Frank  Stuart,  has  been 
fighting  the  flu  in  his  absence  . . . Gil 
Light  of  the  Michigan  'Theatre  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Nightingales  Club, 
made  up  of  film  bowlers  chiefly,  succeeding 
the  late  Mirton  A.  Hawkes. 

Sam  Greisman,  manager  of  the  Rialto, 
Wyandotte,  and  Dan  Lewis,  W&W  booker, 
are  confusing  local  filmites  by  facial  re- 
semblance . . . Charles  M.  Reagan,  west- 
ern division  manager  of  Paramount,  and 
Jay  A.  Haas  of  Los  Angeles,  wound  up 
their  division  tour  at  Detroit,  with  Reagan 
conducting  a meeting  of  sales,  booking 
and  ad-sales  departments,  then  flying  on 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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^ILLIAM  DODDS,  manager  of  the  Im- 
perial Theatre,  arrested  a fortnight 
ago  for  allegedly  promoting  a game  of 
chance,  has  appealed  his  case  to  a higher 
court  following  conviction  in  a lower  court 
here  . . . RKO  Theatres  general  manager. 
Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  gave  a highly  in- 
teresting talk  on  the  educational  value  of 
motion  pictm'es  before  the  combined  Cin- 
cinnati Parent-Teachers’  Ass’ns. 

Friends  of  J . Real  Neth  of  Columbus  will 
be  glad  to  hear  he  is  recuperating  nicely 
. . . Rudy  Knoepfle  of  Republic  is  also 
coming  along,  although  his  face  still  is 
protected  by  a wire  mask. 

The  flu  laid  low  about  50  per  cent  of 
Filnu’ow  last  week.  Every  exchange  was 
touched.  M-G-M  suffered  most  when 
three  bookers  were  stricken  at  one  swoop 
and  the  job  of  carrying  on  fell  to  the 
student  booker,  Harold  Schlaeger.  Other 
film  folk  suffering  included  Stanley  Jac- 
ques, who  held  to  his  RKO  desk  and  re- 
fused to  stay  put  in  bed;  A1  Kollitz,  George 
Kirby,  Ethel  Jean  Fields,  J.  J.  Grady,  Den 
Duff,  Gus  Boudot,  Jean  Bm’khardt,  Laura 
Gustin.  Naomi  Brown  and  Mai’y  Robinson. 

E.  M.  Booth,  M-G-M  manager,  has  been 
appointed  zone  chairman  of  the  Will  Rog- 
ers Memorial  Hospital  fund.  The  cam- 
paign begins  April  20  . . . William  Marsh 
and  Charles  Fogle,  M-G-M  executives,  were 
on  the  Row.  Other  visitors:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clutts,  Civic  Theatre,  Wellstown;  Paul  Mc- 
Kay, Montgomery,  W.  Va.;  Cecil  Tipton 
and  Abe  Hyman,  Keith- Albee-Orpheum, 
Huntington,  W.  Va. 

Universal’s  “Spirit  of  Culver’’  is  set  for 
the  RKO  Palace  here  on  March  16.  Uni- 
versal, incidentally,  is  in  11th  place  in  the 
Frank  McCarthy  drive,  ending  April  22. 

Phil  Chakeres  has  taken  over  the  Vir- 
ginia and  the  Louvee  from  L.  P.  Guilfoyle 
at  Wellston  . . . Bob  Harmon  of  the  Knick- 
erbocker, Columbus,  is  bound  for  Honolulu. 
Other  vacationists  include  John  Schwalm, 
Roy  Wells,  Herb  Byrd  and  L.  O.  Davis  so- 
journing in  Florida. 

Big  Featm-es’  “Prison  Ti'ain’’  has  been 
booked  by  the  Chesbrough  circuit,  also  by 
the  Manny  Marcus  circuit.  Ft.  Wayne.  Lee 
Goldberg,  president,  is  in  Cleveland.  He 
has  been  laid  up  with  a sinus  condition. 

Walter  Herman  of  the  Gaiety  Theatre, 
Erlanger,  is  now  a benedict  . . . Robert 
Saunders,  M-G-M,  has  been  promoted 
from  shipper  to  the  poster  department. 
Larry  Shmitt  has  been  added  to  the  ship- 
ping department  . . . Monogram’s  Bill 
Onie  has  returned  from  Hot  Springs. 


Detroit  Deluxer  Soon 

Detroit — Revised  plans,  according  to 
Architect  Charles  N.  Agree,  for  the  Har- 
per Theatre,  call  for  an  increase  of  the 
seating  capacity  from  1,500  to  2,250.  Work 
on  the  house,  which  is  one  of  the  Wisper 
and  Wetsman  units  and  is  located  at  Har- 
per and  Lakewood  here,  will  begin  about 
April  15. 


Complete  Remodeling  lor 
The  Gladmer,  Lansing 

Detroit — Remodeling  of  one  of  the  half 
dozen  oldest  operating  theatres  in  Michi- 
gan will  start  April  2,  when  the  Gladmer 
at  Lansing  will  be  revamped. 

The  750-seat  house,  now  operated  by 
Butterfield,  was  built  in  1872  by  the  late 
Daniel  Buck. 

Only  the  walls  of  the  present  structure 
will  remain. 


Marks  Await  Stork 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — The  “Dick”  Marks 
are  infanticipating.  They  are  parents  of 
two  daughters,  and  it  is  reported  that 
they  are  hoping  for  a boy.  Richard  was 
general  chairman  of  the  exhibitor  meet- 
ing and  banquet  here  last  week. 


Lyric  to  Haney 

Glenville,  W.  Va. — H.  L.  Stump  has 
withdrawn  from  the  operation  of  the  new 
Lyric  Theatre  which  was  opened  here  less 
than  two  months  ago.  Bruce  Haney  is 
now  in  charge. 
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to  New  York  . . . Haas  pepped  up  the  ad- 
sales,  then  went  to  Chicago,  en  route  home. 

Cecil  B.  DeMille  is  slated  to  visit  Detroit 
on  the  tour  with  an  old  style  U.  P.  train, 
for  “Union  Pacific,”  being  accompanied 
by  Barbara  Stanwyck  and  Joel  McCrea. 
Paramount  folks  are  looking  forward  to 
the  visit  . . . Dorothy  West  of  Paramount 
booking  department  is  building  a new 
home,  to  be  ready  in  a month.  It’s  an 
epidemic.  Other  Paramounters  who  have 
recently  built  their  own  include  Fred  Er- 
shick.  Jack  Young,  J.  W.  Brown  and  Julius 
Pavella  . . . Other  victims  include  Lloyd 
P.  Leiser,  chief  accountant,  redecorating 
a newly-bought  home;  Jim  Veldi,  booker, 
furnishing  a new  apartment,  and  Jack 
Thompson,  salesman,  planning  to  build. 

Frank  J.  Downey  is  responsible  for  that 
tieup  betiveen  M-G-M’ s Jack  Flymi  and 
Professor  Whiz  . . . Frank  Wetsman  has 
been  made  vice-chairman  of  Variety  Club’s 
entertainment  committee,  pinch -hitting 
for  Bill  Carlson,  who  left  Monday  for  a 
few  weeks  in  Florida  . . . James  S.  Pooler, 
film  editor  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  has 
discovered  that  17  per  cent  of  recent  film 
heroes  are  newspaper  men,  mostly  re- 
porters, leading  all  other  professions. 

Sam  Greisman,  formerly  with  Columbia 
Pictures,  is  new  manager  of  the  Rialto 
Tlieatre,  Wyandotte,  for  Associated. 
George  Brennan,  who  has  been  handling 
both  houses,  will  manage  the  Wyandotte 
Tlieatre  now  . . . Mrs.  Jack  Krass,  mana- 
ger of  the  Coliseum  Theatre,  is  in  Florida 
for  two  weeks,  leaving  Jack  to  run  her 
house  as  well  as  the  Oakman  . . . Jack 
Belman,  district  manager  for  Republic  Pic- 
tures, was  a visitor  last  week. 


IILCHUII^VIIIIILIILIE 

^HE  old  National  Theatre  will  be  re- 
opened for  a week,  beginning  March  13, 
for  the  stage  show,  “Tobacco  Road.” 
Manager  for  the  Louisville  presentation  of 
this  play  is  Harry  Schwartz,  owner  and 
operator  of  the  Opera  House  Theatre  at 
Lexington,  Ky. 

Price  Coomer,  manager  of  the  New 
Harlan  at  Harlan,  Ky.,  made  a flying  visit 
to  Louisville  last  week  in  his  new  biplane. 
Coomer,  who  lives  at  Lexington,  commutes 
between  there  and  Harlan  by  air.  As  a 
sideline,  he  instructs  student  fliers.  F.  X. 
Markley,  manager  of  theatres  at  Colum- 
bia and  Russell,  Ky.,  bought  a new  screen 
and  some  new  lenses  in  Louisville. 

A newcomer  to  the  film  business,  James 
L.  Story  recently  opened  the  Mary  Agnes 
Theatre  at  Jamestown,  Ky.  It’s  his  first 
such  venture.  Among  Kentuckians  who 
made  pui'chasing  trips  to  Louisville  last 
week  were  Mrs.  J.  V.  Snook,  manager  of 
the  Griffith  at  La  Grange,  home  of  erst- 
while producer,  D.  W.  Griffith,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  Sanders,  co-managers  of 
the  Alhambra  at  Campbellsville. 

The  film  may  not  have  had  anything 
to  do  with  it,  but  at  any  rate  the  first 
horse  theft  in  a decade  at  Mayfield,  Ky., 
went  down  in  the  records  the  night  the 
“Jesse  James’’  film  was  showing  there. 
The  same  film,  playing  at  the  Grand  The- 
atre at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  broke  the  house 
record  established  there  just  a few  weeks 
previously  by  “Kentucky.”  Louisville  took 
18  “Movie  Quiz”  prizes,  including  one  of 
$100,  which  went  to  W.  C.  Hambleton,  25, 
ail  oil  company  employe. 

Some  folks  on  Filmrow  got  a glimpse 
of  Wayne  Morris  here  one  night  last  week, 
but  couldn’t  track  him  down.  Cliff  Bue- 
chel,  manager  of  the  Mary  Anderson,  said 
he  trailed  him  as  far  as  a telegraph  of- 
fice, then  checked  hotels  without  success. 
The  boys  seem  to  think  he  was  traveling 
incognito. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  has  un- 
der study  a decision  from  a lower  court 
holding  as  unconstitutional  an  amenda- 
tory act  to  the  state  lottery  law  exclud- 
ing theatres  and  certain  other  businesses 
from  the  limitations  set  down  therein.  It 
all  began  when  Judge  Charles  H.  Wilson 
of  the  Madisonville  circuit  court  acquitted, 
on  peremptory  instructions,  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  which  was  indicted  for 
conducting  Bank  Night  at  its  Earlington, 
Ky.,  film  house. 


Goodman  Draws 

Detroit — The  largest  attendance  in  sev- 
eral weeks  at  the  Fox  Tlieatre  welcomed 
Benny  Goodman  and  his  band,  despite  in- 
clement weather  and  a nine-inch  snow- 
fall. 


Closes  One,  Remo(dels  Another 
Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — Charles  E.  Warner 
is  closing  his  theatre  at  Bridgeport  and 
remodeling  his  house  at  Jane  Lew. 
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traction  as  the  new  fluorescent  lamps  that 
Walters  has  on  display  . . . M-G-M’s  Jack 
Sogg  is  still  nursing  a bad  ear  at  Charity 
Hospital  from  which  “Buck”  Stoner  was 
recently  discharged  as  cured  from  flu 
. . . Bert  Steam,  United  Artist  district 
manager  and  his  wife  “Pat”  leave  this 
week  for  a Florida  vacation,  returning  in 
time  for  the  UA  sales  convention. 

Esty  Schmertz,  daughter  of  20th-Fox 
Branch  Manager  I.  J.  and  Mrs.  Schmertz 
who  went  to  the  coast  several  weeks  ago  to 
dance,  now  is  taking  screen  tests  and  has 
been  Hollywood-baptized  by  Joy  Nor- 
man . . . Mrs.  Ben  Levy,  wife  of  the  man- 
ager of  the  Union  Square  Theatre,  and  sis- 
ter of  Bert  Diener,  manager  of  the  Mem- 
phis, died  last  Thursday  at  her  home  on 
Mayfield  Road.  A daughter,  Elaine,  also 
survives,  as  well  as  six  brothers  and  five 
sisters. 


New  Detroit  Firm 

Detroit — Now  doing  business  here  is  a 
new  firm.  Film  Duplicates,  which  is  en- 
gaged in  duplicating  commercial  adver- 
tising films  for  national  distribution  to  re- 
tail sales  organizations.  J.  J.  Hogan  heads 
the  new  company. 


Directs  "Don  Juan" 

Hollywood — “The  Adventures  of  Don 
Juan,”  from  a story  by  Bess  Meredith  in 
which  Errol  Flynn  will  star,  will  be  di- 
rected by  Michael  Curtiz  for  Warner  Bros. 


Majestic  Modifies  Flesh 
After  Nearly  15  Years 

Columbus,  Ohio — For  the  first  time  in 
nearly  15  years  the  Majestic  Theatre  is 
using  modified  flesh.  For  the  past  week 
their  stage  has  featured,  “Waxo,  the  Me- 
chanical Man.”  Keeping  in  with  a newly 
established  press  agent  policy  they  will 
offer  Texas  Tommy  and  his  educated  pony. 
Baby  Doll,  for  a four-day  run  commencing 
Sunday.  Although  these  spot-booked 
showings  are  on  a strictly  experimental 
basis,  it  was  intimated  by  local  RKO  of- 
ficials that  they  will  continue  indefinitely 
to  present  cowboy  stars. 

Second-run  Knickerbocker  has  had  great 
success  with  film  cowboys.  The  Majestic 
is  known  as  the  “Thrill  Theatre,”  spe- 
cializing in  sensationals.  Cliff  Bozman  is 
manager  of  house. 


Mrs.  Crissey  Buys 

South  Fork,  Pa.  — The  Palace  Theatre 
has  been  purchased  by  Mrs.  M.  Crissey. 
The  house  has  been  operated  for  a num- 
ber of  years  under  the  management  of  her 
brother,  J.  E.  Williams. 


Delis  Resumes  Work 
Canton,  Ohio — George  A.  Delis,  district 
manager  of  the  Inter-State  Theatres,  Inc., 
who  underwent  an  operation  recently  in 
Mercy  Hospital  here,  is  recovered  suf- 
ficiently to  return  to  his  duties. 


Seven-Year  Pact 

Hollywood — A seven-year  acting  con- 
tract has  been  signed  by  David  Niven  with 
Samuel  Goldwyn.  He  is  cui’rently  on  a 
loanout  in  “Little  Mother”  for  RKO. 


10  Years  Ago 

PITTSBURGH  

QENSORSHIP-OF-DIALOGUE  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  Pennsylvania  legisla- 
ture; other  bills  would  require  public  post- 
ing of  notices  descriptive  of  the  character 
of  the  picture  on  exhibition  at  theatres, 
prohibit  sale  of  tickets  where  seats  are 
not  available,  regulate  printing  of  admis- 
sion prices  on  tickets,  etc.  . . . Frank 
Shepherd  comes  here  as  manager  of  the 
Stanley,  replacing  Guy  Wonders,  trans- 
ferred to  Atlantic  City  by  the  Stanley 
Corp.  . . . Bill  Pritchard  and  Guy  F.  Gregg 
open  their  new  Grand,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va. 
Bill  Gray  is  now  operating  the  Anton  as 
well  as  the  Bentley,  Monongahela  . . . 
Work  progressing  on  a new  Clairton  the- 
atre . . . Marie  Schmidt,  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  RKO  exchange,  underwent  an 
operation  for  appendicitis  . . . Ben  Shlyen, 
our  publisher,  writes  regarding  the  9:30 
p.  m.  (eastern)  radio  program  introduced 
by  Warner-First  National:  “I  can’t  help 
but  wonder  how  many  patrons  this  kept 
away  from  theatre  boxoffices  throughout 
the  country.”  (RKO  is  broadcasting  every 
Tuesday  night,  but  the  time  they  have 
chosen  does  not  interfere  with  show-go- 
ing time)  . . . Our  cover  page  featured 
President  Herbert  Hoover  and  our  pic- 
torial pages  pictured  Frankie  Darro,  Eddie 
Dowling,  Sam  Hardy,  Marion  Nixon, 
Sally  O’Neill,  Carole  Lombard,  Warner 
Oland,  Laura  LaPlante,  Milton  Sills  and 
Dorothy  Mackaill  . . . Universal’s  23rd 
anniversary  drive  was  attracting  atten- 
tion. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  frank  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 

Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 

just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied  • 

with  details  promptly. 


MT517  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MTSIS  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MT519  Cooling  coils 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT4  93  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MTS  11  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MTola  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT320  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT55S  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MT561  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT.t63  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MTo82  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT58  6 Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MTG47  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MTG78  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  '-REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  III.  3-11-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MTG88  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MTG90  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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Respite  Chance  From  New 
Censorship  Bills  Good 


All-Inclusive  Order 
On  Giveaways 

Boston — Now  comes  the  final  stanza 
of  cash  giveaways  in  Springfield  the- 
atres. if  the  police  in  the  western 
Massachusetts  city  have  their  way.  The 
order,  instead  of  being  aimed  at  some 
particular  system,  is  all  inclusive. 

A Shutter  Proposal 
Opposed  in  Maine 

Portland,  Me. — A bill  requiring  installa- 
tion of  a safety  shutter  between  the  in- 
flammable film  and  the  light  on  com- 
mercial motion  picture  projectors  to  pre- 
vent fires,  met  with  considerable  opposi- 
tion when  it  was  proposed  by  Harold  W. 
Hurley,  Boothbay  Harbor,  at  a hearing  in 
Augusta.  Hurley  represented  Saul  W. 
Hayes,  operator  of  the  Strand  Theatre, 
Boothbay. 

The  proposal  was  hailed  as  “an  at- 
tempt to  legislate  a costly,  untried  and 
unnecessary  device  into  Maine  theatres,” 
by  opponents  of  the  measure. 

Robert  B.  Williamson,  representing 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  the- 
atre owners,  told  the  legislative  mercan- 
tile affairs  and  insurance  committee  that 
the  proposed  device  had  not  been  offered 
to  theatre  owners  in  this  region. 

Benjamin  J.  Dorsky  and  Richard  W. 
Gustin,  of  the  Bangor  Motion  Picture 
Operators’  Union,  opposed  the  installation 
of  the  device  on  the  ground  that  it  “would 
not  banish  the  flameflash  on  the  screen, 
causing  panic,  nor  materially  aid  in  cut- 
ting down  hazards  of  operation.” 

Hurley,  however,  claimed  the  “device 
would  stop  instantly  hot  light  rays  in  a 
projector  when  breaks  or  other  stoppages 
occurred,  doing  away  with  fire  hazards.” 

Telegrams  from  numerous  theatre  in- 
terests registering  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posal were  presented  to  the  committee  at 
the  hearing. 

Accord  Quiz  Slight 
Credit  as  a Hypo 

New  Haven — The  Elm  City’s  ten  winners 
having  been  summoned  to  the  platforms 
of  the  four  first  runs  and  three  subse- 
quents  in  the  city  and  awarded  their  $10 
prizes,  theatremen’s  stock-taking  of  Movie 
Quiz  benefits  was  not  too  enthusiastic.  All 
were  agreed  that  the  award  night,  Mon- 
day, was  somewhat  benefited,  and  first- 
hand observation  showed  good  houses  on 
the  usually  poor  Monday  night  which 
might  well  be  attributed  to  the  event. 
Only  a few  of  the  neighborhoods,  however, 
would  concede  that  business  had  been  im- 
proved over  the  period  of  the  contest, 
conceivably  by  the  contest. 


Langley  Is  Re-Signed 

Hollywood — Noel  Langley  has  signed  a 
new  writing  contract  at  Metro. 


Boston — Close  to  extinction,  for  two 
years  at  least,  are  two  legislative  bills  to 
impose  film  and  vaudeville  censorship  on 
Massachusetts.  Joseph  Brennan  of  the 
MPTOA  led  the  defense  that  resulted  in 
the  measures  being  reported  unfavorably 
out  of  committee.  Arthur  K.  Howard  ap- 
peared to  record  Allied’s  opposition.  Tire 
Motion  Picture  Research  Council  and  the 
Civil  Liberties  Union  also  urged  the  thumb- 
ing down. 

The  censorship  bills  were  not  actually 
dead,  however,  there  being  the  possibility 
that  they  might  be  revived  in  a move  for 
reconsideration . 

Despite  all  the  to-do,  the  fact  remains 
that  Massachusetts  still  labors  under  a 
stringent  motion  picture  and  stage  show 
censorship,  both  local  and  state- wide.  Au- 
thorities in  Boston  have  proved  particu- 
larly severe.  The  department  of  public 
safety,  which  surveys  entertainment  under 
a Sunday  law,  has  practical  jurisdiction 
thereby  on  a seven-day  basis  over  all  cel- 
luloid, both  by  tacit  agreement  and  by  the 
advisability  of  having  prints  ready  for 
seven-day  availability. 


Billboard  Controversy 
Rumbles  in  Bay  State 

Boston  — The  Bay  State  controversy 
concerning  billboards  and  other  outdoor 
advertising  continues.  Brookline  steps  in 
by  requesting  the  state  public  works  com- 
mission to  refuse  permits  for  the  proposed 
erection  of  four  billboards  at  Coolidge 
Corner. 

Several  bills  on  the  subject  are,  in  the 
meantime,  before  the  Massachusetts  legis- 

Scenic  in  Rochester 
Reopens  to  Plaudits 

Rochester,  N.  H. — A vastly  improved 
new  Scenic  Theatre  made  its  bow  here 
March  4 when  Interstate  Theatre  Corp., 
who  also  operates  the  Interstate  here,  re- 
opened the  house,  now  one  of  the  most 
modern  in  New  England. 

Besides  the  expansion  of  seating  capacity 
to  approximately  1,025,  improvements  in- 
clude new  fluorescent  lighting,  a redecorat- 
ed stage,  a bowled  floor  to  enable  perfect 
visibility  from  all  parts  of  the  auditorium, 
a redecorated  interior  and  new  marquee. 

William  J.  Stanton  is  manager. 

Purcell  Is  Renovating 
The  Comigue  in  Lynn 

Boston  — William  Purcell,  former 
Nathan  Yamins  manager,  is  renovating 
the  Comique  in  Lynn. 

Purcell  has  been  operating  the  Strand 
in  Beverly  in  opposition  to  E.  M.  Loew  for 
the  past  few  months. 


"Streets"  Well  Along 

Hollywood — “Streets  of  New  York,” 
starring  Jackie  Cooper,  is  well  along  in 
production  at  Monogram. 


lature.  One  would  have  it  that  “cities 
and  towns  may  further  regulate  and  re- 
strict said  bill  boards  or  other  devices 
within  their  respective  limits  by  ordinance 
or  by-law.” 

Another  would  enable  “any  applicant 
for  a license  who  is  aggrieved  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  local  licensing  authorities  in 
refusing  to  grant  the  same  (etc.)  . . . 
may  appeal  therefrom  . . . within  five  days 
following  notice  of  such  action. 

“If  the  local  licensing  authorities  fail 
to  issue  a license  or  to  perform  any  other 
act  when  lawfully  ordered  so  to  do  by  the 
Department  (of  Public  Works)  upon  ap- 
peal or  otherwise,  within  such  time  as  it 
may  prescribe,  the  Department  may  in- 
tercede with  such  action.” 


Lining  Up  Against  a 
New  Projector  Bill 

Boston — Opposition  to  a bill  that  would 
require  the  installation  of  additional 
safety  devices  on  projectors  is  being  lined 
up  by  the  MPTO,  Allied,  and  the  Moving 
Picture  Operators  Union,  Local  182. 

The  petition,  brought  by  Fred  S.  Ferris, 
would  require  that  35mm  projection  ma- 
chines be  “equipped  or  fitted  with  a safety 
control  device  that  will  automatically  in- 
terpose an  opaque  heat-resisting  shutter 
or  guard  between  the  projection  light  and 
. . . film  . . . instantaneously  on  “break- 
age, or  “on  any  interruption  ...  of  the 
regular  feed  movement.” 

A union  spokesman  told  this  publica- 
tion that  the  addition  of  too  many  safety 
devices  has  an  effect  opposite  to  that  in- 
tended. 

New  England  Allied 
Awaits  Col.  Cole 

Boston — Col.  H.  A.  Cole  will  make  his 
initial  personal  survey  of  the  New  Eng- 
land theatre  setup,  as  Allied  States  presi- 
dent, when  he  arrives  here  next  week  to 
address  successive  meetings  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors,  Inc.,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs. 

Between  70  and  75  are  expected  to  at- 
tend the  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Allied 
affiliate  Tuesday  noon  at  the  Latin  Quar- 
ter, film  district  after-dark  spot.  Business 
Manager  Arthm’  K.  Howard  estimates. 
Entertainment,  irrespective  of  any  bom- 
bastics,  will  be  provided.  The  affair  will 
get  under  way  at  12:30  p.  m. 

“What  the  motion  picture  industry  faces 
in  1939,”  is  the  subject  Col.  Cole  will  dis- 
cuss when  he  meets  with  Massachusetts 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  members  on 
Wednesday. 


Max  Steiner  Repacted 

Hollywood — Max  Steiner,  music  com- 
poser, draws  a new  contract  at  Warner. 
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Checkers  Enter  the  Picture  in 
Bangor  Anti-Trust  Action 


Boston  — An  allegation  that  checkers 
“were  induced  or  caused  to  create  dis- 
turbances (and)  to  annoy  patrons”  forms 
part  of  the  basis  of  a $100,000  anti-trust 
suit  filed  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  in 
Bangor.  C.  F.  Millett,  former  Publix 
executive  now  independently  operating  the 
State  in  Bridgton,  Me.,  has  named  as  de- 
fendants Samuel  Kurson,  Newell  Kurson, 
Minnie  M.  Kurson,  Sidney  E.  Epstein,  Etta 
Epstein,  Vitagraph,  RKO,  United  Artists, 
and  Columbia. 

George  S.  Ryan,  lawyer  for  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  and  for  A.  B.  Momand,  is 
representing  Millett  in  the  action.  Ryan 
is  already  bringing  similar  suits  against 
the  Kursons  and  their  Graphic  theatre 
circuit  associates  for  Frank  LePage  in  Mil- 
linocket.  Me.,  and  Kenneth  Gorham  in 
Middlebury,  Vt. 

Millett’s  State  Theatre  was  the  only  film 
house  in  Bridgton,  Me.,  until  April  1925, 
when  Graphic  bought  the  building  in 
which  the  house  was  located  and  gave 
Millett  notice  to  vacate.  Graphic  opened 
the  upstairs  house  about  three  weeks  later. 
Millett  put  up  a new  theatre  in  the  center 
of  the  town. 

The  defendants  entered  into  a combina- 
tion and  conspiracy  to  tie  up  product 
about  Sept.  1,  1938,  the  complaint  alleges. 
In  pursuance  of  this,  it  is  averred, 
“Samuel  Kurson  and  the  other  defendant 
exhibitors  for  the  current  season,  1938-39, 
have  contracted  not  only  for  the  product 
of  the  defendant  distributors,  but  also  for 
one-half  the  product  of  the  other  major 
distributoi’s  . . . and  also  for  a number 
of  the  films  of  the  leading  independent 
distributors,  to-wit.  Republic  and  Mono- 
gram.” 

Graphic,  it  is  alleged,  has  “entirely 
eliminated  the  competition  of  independent 
exhibitors  in  every  city  and  town  in  which 
they  have  theatres  in  the  states  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  except  in 
Millinocket  and  Bridgton,  Me.,  and  Mid- 
dlebm-y,  Vt.”  Ryan  is  now  bringing  anti- 
trust suits  in  all  these  locations. 

Kurson  and  his  fellow  defendant  ex- 
hibitors “caused  false  and  misleading 
statements  to  be  published  in  a Bridgton 
newspaper  in  regard  to  the  Mayfair  The- 
atre, and  disparaging  statements  to  be 
made  about  the  former  State  Theatre 
when  operated  by  the  plaintiff,”  the  bill  of 
complaint  reads. 

The  same  defendants  are  also  said  to 


More  Exhibits  in 
M&R  Trust  Suit 


Boston — Defendants  in  the  Morse  & 
Rothenberg  suit,  now  before  a master, 
continues  to  furnish  exhibits.  This  has 
been  going  on  for  the  past  few  weeks,  fol- 
lowing a declaration  by  Prosecution  Attor- 
ney George  S.  Ryan  that  he  would  not 
continue  with  witnesses  until  all  exhibits 
were  introduced.  He  charged  the  Maine 
& New  Hampshire  Theatres  and  defend- 
ant majors  with  stalling  and  threatened 
contempt  proceedings. 

Ryan  appeared  in  court  but  one  day 
last  week,  Friday,  having  been  confined  to 
bed  with  grippe.  In  Ryan’s  absence,  David 
Watchmaker,  an  associate,  picked  ex- 
hibits from  the  mass  of  documents  sub- 
mitted. Ryan  was  away  Monday,  but  re- 
turned Tuesday. 

Flies  Keep  Scorching 
Harry  Browning 

Boston  — Harry  Browning,  scorching 
M&P  advertising  head,  is  brnming  up.  The 
metaphor  is  not  merely  figurative.  Brown- 
ing’s home  was  threatened  recently  by  a 
basement  fire.  About  a week  later,  a 
cleaning  establishment  burned  down,  to- 
gether with  one  of  Browning’s  suits.  The 
week  before  last  he  was  driving  down 
Wasliington  St.  when  his  automobile  start- 
ed to  smoke. 

Browning  is  now  wearing  a new  bandage 
on  his  index  finger  and  not  commenting 
on  the  rumor  that  he  acquired  the  injm’y 
by  picking  up  the  south  end  of  a cigar 
heading  north. 


To  Wed  in  Summer 

Boston  — Morris  Streletsky,  assistant 
manager  at  the  Capitol  in  Allston,  and 
Miss  Edith  Levin  of  the  M&P  equipment 
division  are  converging  on  a summer 
wedding. 


have  “caused  a statement  to  be  published 
in  a Bridgton  newspaper  to  the  effect  that 
by  the  use  of  their  greater  buying  power 
as  a circuit  of  theatres  they  were  able 
to  control  the  purchase  and  exhibition  of 
product  in  Bridgton  and  would  select  only 
the  choice  product  of  the  major  distribu- 
tors, the  implication  being  that  the  new 
State  Theatre  . . . would  be  compelled  to 
exhibit  inferior  product.” 

Samuel  Kurson  once  “threatened  to 
put  the  state  theatre  out  of  business  and 
to  turn  it  into  a garage,”  it  is  alleged. 

Millett  requests  triple  damages  of  $100,- 
000,  costs  and  attorney’s  fees  and  a pre- 
liminary and  final  injunction  “to  prevent 
continued  monopolization.” 


"Illusion"  Into 
Ninth  Week 

Boston — George  Eraska  has  held 
"Grand  Illusion”  for  a ninth  successive 
week  at  the  Fine  Arts.  The  film 
climbed  back  into  the  SRO  class  on 
several  occasions  last  week. 

Grosses,  says  Kraska,  are  running 
ahead  of  those  for  "Moonlight  Sonata" 
which  set  an  all-time  record  of  25 
weeks. 


Suit  Over  Marquee  Is 
Knotty  Legal  Problem 

Auburn,  Me. — Decision  in  the  referee 
hearing  in  superior  court.  Auburn,  of  the 
case  of  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
Theatre  Co.  vs.  Barry,  Inc.,  trucking  con- 
cern, for  damages,  has  been  reserved  by 
Justice  Harry  Manser. 

Growing  out  of  an  accident  at  Bruns- 
wick last  September  when  a large  trailer 
truck  belonging  to  Barry,  Inc.,  of  Lewis- 
ton, hooked  onto  and  ripped  down  a 
marquee  overhanging  the  entrance  of  the 
Cumberland  Theatre,  the  hearing  brought 
out  a number  of  interesting  legal  ques- 
tions. 

Among  them  was  the  fact  that  no  rec- 
ords could  be  found  of  the  bounds  of 
Cumberland  St.,  the  principal  thorough- 
fare in  Brunswick  on  which  the  theatre 
is  located.  Furthermore  it  was  found  that 
the  outer  edge  of  the  theatre  marquee 
used  to  coincide  with  the  curb  line  of  the 
sidewalk  until  1935,  when  a WPA  project 
narrowed  the  sidewalk.  But  the  marquee 
remained  the  same. 

So  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Judge  Ben- 
jamin L.  Berman,  Lewiston,  representing 
the  theatre  firm,  and  Attorney  William  B. 
Mahoney,  Portland,  representing  Barry, 
Inc.,  agreed  on  a number  of  things  with 
a minimum  of  discussion,  including  the 
fact  that  it  would  cost  $4,435  to  replace 
the  marquee,  the  case  had  its  knotty  side. 

Ryan  Coniined  to  Bed 
Most  of  the  Week 

Boston — George  S.  Ryan,  film  lawyer, 
was  confined  to  his  bed  most  of  last  week. 
He  was  not  able  to  attend  Morse  & Roth- 
enberg hearings  until  Friday.  The  case 
continued,  however.  He  became  ill  again 
over  the  weekend  and  was  back  'Tuesday. 

Ryan,  in  the  meantime,  utilized  his  en- 
forced leisure  devising  advance  stratagem 
and  dictating  reams  of  material  over  the 
telephone  to  secretary  Gertrude  Hanlon. 

They'd  Have  to  Become 
Naval  Lieutenants 

Boston  — William  Chambliss,  20th-Fox 
publicity  pm’suer,  made  a recent  advance 
exploitation  trip  to  Boston,  flying  by  a 
government  pursuit  plane.  A previous 
Hub  journey  was  made  in  a bomber. 

Jack  Granara  of  RKO  and  Jack  Saef 
of  M&P,  Chambliss’  contacts  here,  find 
that  to  duplicate  the  stunt  they’ll  have  to 
become  Naval  Reserve  Lieutenants,  or  a 
reasonable  facsimile. 


A Consoling  Touch 
For  Giveaways 

Boston — Cash  giveaways  have  been 
given  a consoling  touch  by  Samuel 
Feinstein,  M&P  manager  in  Roxbury, 
who  hands  out  consolation  prizes  of 
one  dollar  each  to  persons  sitting  next 
to  regular  winners.  Those  parking  next 
to  the  auxiliary  recipients  get  only  the 
thrill. 
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Plans  and  Visions  of  Other 
Open-Airers  With  Spring 


To  Dine  and  Dance 
On  March  19 

Boston — It  is  Sunday  evening,  March 
19,  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  for  the  an- 
nual motion  picture  dinner-dance  spon- 
sored by  the  Boston  Cinema  Club. 
Rulers  will  be  furnished,  says  Bill 
Cuddy  of  RKO,  and  "anyone  with  a 
steak  less  than  two  inches  thick  will 
be  given  a free  non-stop  trip  around 
former  President  Herman  Konnis." 

Legit  for  Portland 
Gets  Considered 

Portland — The  possibility  of  reopen- 
ing Keith’s  Theatre  as  a legitimate  and 
the  forming  of  an  operating  company  to 
present  road  shows  and  high  class  stock 
shows  the  year  round  were  discussed  by  a 
group  of  Portland  men  in  conference  at 
the  Falmouth  Hotel. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  James  A. 
Noon,  president  of  the  Portland  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  attended  by  James 
E.  Barlow,  Portland  city  manager;  Frank 
L.  Palmer,  who  represented  the  owners  of 
the  theatre:  Harry  Smith,  WPA  Theatres 
Project  director;  local  hotelmen  and 
representatives  of  other  businesses. 

Keith’s  is  the  only  house  in  Maine  satis- 
factory for  such  presentations  as  are  be- 
ing considered,  according  to  Mr.  Smith, 
who  told  the  group  it  would  be  possible  to 
get  from  12  to  18  high  class  road  shows 
a season  to  come  to  the  theatre.  Producers 
in  New  York,  he  said,  are  anxious  to  have 
an  opportimity  to  send  their  shows  to 
Maine. 

If  the  project  is  successful,  they  hope 
to  make  it  a year-around  affair,  with  high 
type  stock  companies,  both  dramatic  and 
musical,  to  round  out  the  season.  The  re- 
opening of  Keith’s  to  establish  a first-class 
legitimate  theatre  here  was  advocated  on 
the  grounds  that  it  would  bring  increased 
business  to  Portland  as  well  as  provide 
vaudeville  entertainment  for  the  southern 
part  of  Maine. 


By  BRAD  ANGIER 

Boston — Spring  this  year  will  be  marked 
not  only  by  marble  playing  in  front  of 
the  local  Warner  exchange,  but  by  the 
clattering  of  hammers  on  open-air  thea- 
tres. 

Thomas  DiMaura  and  James  Guarino, 
Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  heads,  will  be 
among  the  busiest  in  the  outdoor  field. 
Two  new  ozoners  this  pair  will  have  a 
hand  in  will  be  those  in  Shrewsbury  and 
Milford,  Conn. 

The  Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  is  set  to 
operate  the  Nutmeg  State  spot  into  which 
is  going  money  from  a local  pair  who  have 
a certain  say  in  the  running  of  the  Craw- 
ford House.  DiMaura  has  an  interest  in 
the  real  estate  at  this  situation. 

Joseph  Burchini,  whose  litigation  against 


Five  Films  Submit  to 
Censorial  Shears 

Boston — Five  motion  pictures  were  snip- 
ped by  the  Massachusetts  bureau  of  Sun- 
day censorship,  while  39  films  were  okayed 
in  original. 

Cut  from  20th-Fox’s  “Wife,  Husband, 
and  Friend”  was  the  first-reel  dialogue: 
“All  right — if  that’s  the  way  you  want 
it — ,”  to  and  including,  “ — May  I ask  how 
you  know  that  I am  a lousy  singer?” 

“Scenes  showing  gambling  and  display 
of  money”  were  scissored  from  Cameo’s 
“Outlaws’s  Paradise.”  A news  clip  was  cut 
from  Universal  News  No.  748.  “Red  Rose” 
was  relieved  of  “Damn  them,”  and  “Damn 
you.” 

Among  the  features  passed  as  presented 
were  Warner’s  “Oklahoma  Kid,”  Cameo’s 
“Amateur  Crook,”  RKO’s  “The  Saint 
Strikes  Back,”  Paramount’s  “King  of  Chi- 
natown,” and  M-G-M’s  “Let  Freedom 
Ring.” 

Six  vaudeville  routines  were  blacklisted 
for  Sunday,  while  20  were  approved.  Eight 
were  given  conditional  approvals  upon  the 
removal  of  such  items  as  “objectionable” 
and  “suggestive”  actions  and  dialogue,  al- 
leged profanity,  and  dancing. 


the  duo  and  associated  companies  may  be 
settled  in  part  out  of  court,  will  go  ahead 
with  a drive-in  at  Salisbury,  possibly  in 
company  with  Robert  Cobe,  recently  of 
Republic  and  Grand  National. 

It  is  the  Drive-In  Theatre  Corp.  that 
controls  the  Drive-In  Theatre  in  Wey- 
mouth, original  New  England  fresh  air 
film  dispensary  and  the  best  payer  of  the 
bunch.  This  theatre  is  the  center  of  the 
legal  squabble,  involving  the  entire  New 
England  outdoor  theatre  situation,  that 
continues  in  abeyance. 

E.  M.  Loew,  who  was  offered  a part  of 
the  Weymouth  Drive-In  when  it  was  in 
embryo  and  who  refused,  will  repair  and 
reopen  his  lots  in  Lynn  and  Providence. 
He  is  a defendant  in  a suit  brought  on 
conspiracy  and  franchise  charges  by  the 
Drive-In  Tlieatre  Corp. 

And  Again  the  Product  Problem 

Joseph  Cifre  and  George  Swartz  are  to 
rebuild  their  Merrimack  Park  situation, 
demolished  by  combined  ravages  of  hurri- 
cane and  flood  and  the  severest  motion 
picture  loss  suffered  in  New  England. 

Out  of  the  state,  Phil  Smith  who  op- 
ened ceilingless  wonders  last  year  in  De- 
troit and  Cleveland  is  contemplating  over 
plans  to  put  up  a couple  of  similar  the- 
atres. E.  M.  Loew,  who  is  suing  on  anti- 
trust charges  because  of  difficulty  in  se- 
curing product  for  his  Florida  ozoner,  is 
also  considering  additions. 

This  product  situation,  incidentally,  may 
result  in  a number  of  anti-monopoly  ac- 
tions in  New  England.  At  least  two  auto 
theatre  operators  in  this  territory  have 
been  discussing  the  retaining  of  George 
S.  Ryan,  the  anti-trust  lawyer,  to  repre- 
sent them  in  efforts  to  break  alleged  tieup 
of  product. 

These  auto  theatres,  too,  find  the  local 
units  of  Allied  States  Ass’n  and  the  MPTOA 
on  different  sides  of  the  fence.  The  latter 
has  come  out  directly  in  opposition  to 
granting  permits  for  open  airers.  Allied, 
on  the  other  hand,  numbers  such  outdoor 
operatives  as  Phil  Smith,  E.  M.  Loew, 
'Thomas  DiMaura,  and  James  Guarino 
among  its  members. 
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SOMERBY  has  been  celebrating  the 
47th  anniversary  week  of  the  Bowdoin 
Square  Theatre. 

Henry  Pritchard  Rynes,  commercial 
broadcasting  pioiieer  in  Maine,  died  there 
last  loeek  at  the  age  of  53.  In  addition  to 
his  Granite  State  interests,  Rynes  con- 
trolled the  New  Hampshire  Broadeasting 
Co. 

H.  C.  Elwes,  Photophone  sales  represent- 
ative, has  signed  William  Pm’cell  for  in- 
stallation of  RCA  apparatus  in  the  Co- 
mique  in  Lynn. 

Walter  Abel  and  Ruth  Chatterton  opened 
Monday  at  the  Wilbur  in  “West  of  Broad- 
way.” It  was  the  first  public  presentation 
of  the  new  Marguarite  Robert’s  eomedy. 

Orin  Macaulay,  unaffiliated  projection- 
ist union  head  and  operator  for  E.  M. 
Loew  at  the  National,  is  a father. 

The  mother  of  Maurice  Master,  head  of 
the  Master  Motion  Picture  Co.,  was  killed 
by  an  automobile  last  week  in  Florida. 

Tliomas  Hill,  who  resigned  as  shipper  for 
Grand  National,  has  been  succeeded  by 
Cornelius  Dennehey  . . . Walter  Murphy, 
assistant  to  Fred  Greenway  at  Loew’s 
State,  continued  away  on  sick  leave  this 
week. 

Interest  in  the  forthcoming  Cinema 
Club  dinner-dance,  set  for  March  19  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove,  indicates  that  the  film 
district  will  draio  a large  attendance. 

Katharine  Hepburn  is  scheduled  to  open 
Monday  at  the  Colonial  as  star  of  “The 
Philadelphia  Story,”  new  Philip  Barrie 
comedy  produced  by  the  Theatre  Guild. 
Robert  Edmond  Jones  designed  the  set- 
tings. 

Leonard  Kraska,  house  manager  at  the 
Fine  Arts,  planned  to  make  a gala  vaca- 
tion of  it  with  the  $660  he  icon  by  play- 
ing a buck  ori  “104”  in  a numbers  pool.  He 
spent  most  of  the  time  in  bed. 

Max  and  Joseph  Levenson  have  been 
playing  up  the  local  angle  at  the  South 
Station  Theatre,  newsreel  house,  by  spot- 
ting a ski  short  featuring  Mary  Bird 
Young,  local  society  woman.  Entitled  “Ski 
Girl,”  the  film  is  centered  about  Mrs. 
Young  who  represented  the  United  States 
on  the  1936  Olympic  team.  It  was  pro- 
duced and  photographed  by  her  husband. 


A so-termed  Fair  Trade  Law  was  turned 
down  last  week  by  the  Vermont  legisla- 
ture. Theatre  premium  distributors,  be- 
cause of  possible  interference  with  their 
business,  were  particularly  interested  in  the 
action. 

Florence  Buckley,  secretary  to  Phil  Ber- 
ler,  head  booker  of  the  E.  M.  Loew  circuit, 
has  been  ill  with  the  grippe  . . . Mary 
Gray,  receptionist  at  the  same  office,  has 
returned  following  a similar  siege. 

Making  the  rounds  is  the  story  of  the 
New  England  manager  who  went  over  to 
his  theatre  early  one  morning  following  a 
strenuous  night  before.  A polieeman,  new 
on  the  beat,  saw  him  and  volunteered  the 
information  that  the  house  did  not  open 
until  1 p.  m.  “Okay,”  the  theatreman  re- 
plied absently,  “I’ll  come  back  then.” 

Robert  P.  Gleckler,  character  actor  who 
died  in  Hollywood  last  week  at  the  age  of 
52,  began  Iris  stage  career  at  the  Castle 
Square  Theatre  in  Boston  39  years  ago. 
He  had  begun  the  role  of  the  yankee  over- 
seer in  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 

Joseph  A.  DiPesa,  Loew’s  publicist,  was 
described  by  the  Boston  Evening  American 
last  week  as  a “little,  bird-like  man,  eager 
to  get  over  the  message  that  soon  the 
motion  picture  version  of  George  Bernard 
Shaw’s  ‘Pygmalion’  is  to  play  in  Boston.” 

John  Divney,  manager  of  the  Maine  in 
Portland  for  M&P,  has  tied  up  with  WGAN 
for  sidewalk  interviews  every  day  except 
Sunday  between  5:30  p.  m.  and  5:45  p.  m. 
Tire  only  cost  to  the  theatre  is  the  line 
charges  for  which  the  house  receives  peri- 
odical announcements  on  current  and  com- 
ing attractions.  Those  interviewed  get 
passes. 

Vermoyit,  which  just  a few  days  ago 
turned  out  antiquated  blue  laws  forbidding 
Sunday  films,  turned  back  the  clock  last 
week  when  Republican  senators  pressed  to 
a third  reading  a resolution  calling  for  an 
appropriation  of  $67,001  “to  buy  flintlocks 
and  blunderbusses”  for  the  defense  of  a 
proposed  site  for  a federal  flood  control 
dam  from  the  “mounted  minions  of  an 
alien  federal  government.” 

George  Couttes  of  the  Pine  Arts  has 
been  seriously  ill  with  a streptococcic 
condition  of  the  throat  . . . Nat  Max,  pro- 
jectionist at  Loew’s  State,  has  been  con- 
valescing following  a serious  operation. 

(Continued  on  page  80) 


Changing  Second  Feature 
Aids  Key  Film's  Draw 

Boston — The  changing  of  a second  fea- 
ture pepped  up  night  business  for  Shirley 
Temple’s  “Little  Princess”  at  Keith’s  Me- 
morial. Tire  film,  in  conjunction  with 
“Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu,”  drew  so  well 
during  its  intitial  week  at  the  house  that 
it  was  a holdover.  Although  school  vaca- 
tions resulted  in  crowded  matinees,  eve- 
ning business  did  not  hold  up  in  ratio, 
however.  Night  business  the  first  day  of 
the  second  week,  with  “The  Saint  Strikes 
Back,”  as  co-featm’e,  was  the  best  of  the 
run. 

Ben  Domingo,  RKO  city  manager,  has 
found  it  a profitable  practice  in  the  past 
to  ring  in  new  second  features  during 
elongated  engagements.  One  proved  the- 
ory is  that  it  often  encourages  repeats. 

MuIIin  & Pinanski  Find 
That  Jitterbugs  Pay 

Boston  — Messrs.  Mullin  and  Pinanski 
find  that  jitterbugging  pays.  Jitterbug 
contests,  modernizations  of  amateur 
nights,  have  proved  prime  draws  along 
the  circuit.  Peter  Levins  of  New  Bedford 
and  Harry  Goldstein  of  Dorchester  are 
among  the  first  managers  to  cash  in  the 
streamlining. 

Goldstein  cut  and  spliced  a couple  of 
Paramount  musical  shorts  in  such  a way 
that  two  popular  swing  bands  alternated 
renditions  in  a “Battle  of  Music”  effect. 
The  audiences  were  handed  cards  by 
which  to  choose  the  “winnuh.” 

Metro  Releases  Strong 
At  Hub  Metropolitan 

Boston — The  M&P  Metropolitan,  work- 
ing this  week  with  special  M-G-M  re- 
leases, “Stand  Up  and  Fight”  and  “Past 
and  Furious,”  opened  stronger  than  did 
Loew’s  Orpheum  and  Loew’s  State,  orig- 
inally scheduled  to  have  the  duo  and  show- 
ing “Topper  Takes  a Trip”  and  “Four 
Girls  in  White.” 

A third  M-G-M  release,  “Flirting  With 
Fate,”  was  doing  well  at  the  M&P  Para- 
mount and  Fenway,  doubled  with  “Tail 
Spin.” 

Bennington  Professor  of 
Literature  on  Script 

Hollywood — Irving  Pineman,  professor 
of  literature  at  Bennington  College,  Vt., 
will  script  “What  Price  College,”  it  is  an- 
nounced by  Warner  Bros,  studio  officials. 
Pay  Bainter  draws  a featured  spot  in  the 
film. 

A Wave  of  Grippe  Hits 
New  England  Houses 

Boston — Grippe  of  near-epidemic  pro- 
portions is  affecting  New  England  the- 
atres, both  internally  and  externally.  The 
grippe  is  held  to  be  mainly  a respiratory 
brand  and  not  particularly  serious. 


Year  Pact  to  Ware 

Hollywood — Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
handed  Darrell  Ware,  writer,  a one-year 
contract. 


THANKS  TO  OUR  SUPPORTERS 

IN  THE 

R^UBLIC  DRIVE 

JACK  DAVIS  JACK  JENNINGS 

SAM  SELETSKY  AL  FECKE 

CHARLIE  WILSON  GEORGE  RABINOWITZ 

Are  You  One  Of  Them? 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  N.  E. 

HERMAN  RIFKIN,  President 
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LOEW’S  STATE’S  “Hollywood”  first  night 
staging  for  opening  of  “Stagecoach” 
March  2 was  the  highlight  of  things  the- 
atrical here  last  week.  Print  of  film  was 
brought  down  from  Boston  in  old-fashioned 
stagecoach,  with  Acting  Mayor  Murray 
of  the  Hub  dispatching  a letter  aboard  the 
coach  to  Mayor  John  F.  Collins  of  Provi- 
dence. Tlie  latter  was  in  front  of  the 
theatre,  surrounded  by  a crowd  of  patrons, 
on  arrival  of  the  coach  here  at  6:30.  The 
event  was  broadcast  over  WPRO.  Manager 
Ed  McBride  now  is  bending  his  efforts  to 
putting  across  a swanky  premiere  (with 
reserved  seats)  for  “Pygmalion,”  due  to 
open  in  a fortnight. 

Manager  Harry  McDonald  of  the  RKO- 
Alhee  was  in  New  York  several  days  this 
week  arranging  bookmgs  and  mapping 
campaigns  for  forthcoming  films.  Assist- 
ant Manager  John  Kane  is  carrying  on 
at  the  theatre  in  McDonald’s  absence. 

Sickness  of  Manager  Eddie  Reed  of  the 


Strand  has  given  Assistant  Manager  John 
Hodge  additional  duties.  Grippe  is  reported 
to  be  Reed’s  principal  complaint. 

Reported  seriously  ill,  James  Fay  has 
been  confined  to  bed  at  his  home  since 
March  3.  Fay  is  a brother  of  Edward  and 
Bernard  Fay  and  associated  with  them  in 
the  management  of  Fays,  Majestic  and 
Carlton  theatres  here. 


Popcorn  Pickup 

Boston — Popcorn  seems  to  be  the  thing 
in  the  way  of  extra-entertainment  in  the- 
atres, with  the  following  installations  of 
popcorn  machines  reported  by  the  New 
England  Burch  representative:  Scenic, 
Rochester,  N.  H.;  Luxor,  Union ville.  Conn., 
and  Mayfair,  Terryville,  Conn. 


Progress  on  "Livingstone" 

Hollywood — Production  is  progressing 
on  “Stanley  and  Livingstone,”  high-budget 
20th-Fox  film,  starring  Spencer  Tracy. 
Others  in  the  cast  are  Nancy  Kelly,  Rich- 
ard Greene  and  Walter  Brennan. 


"Daughter"  Passed; 
Limit  "Mamlock" 

Boston — “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,” 
in  nationally  revised  form,  has  been  passed 
without  eliminations  by  the  Massachusetts 
department  of  public  safety.  The  picture 
had  been  held  without  decision  for  three 
weeks. 

“Professor  Mamlock,”  banned  in  its  en- 
tirety by  the  department  of  public  safety, 
cannot  be  shown  Sunday  under  the  “incite 
to  riot”  laws,  although  Boston  Censor  John 
Spencer  has  passed  the  importation. 
George  Kraska  will  show  the  film  week 
days  at  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre,  putting  in 
a substitution  on  Sunday. 

Tile  Massachusetts  blacklist  is  alleged 
for  political  reasons  only,  no  moral  charge 
being  cited. 

Amkino  plans  litigation  here  on  the 
“incite  to  riot”  charge  on  the  film. 
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J^ANAGER  MATT  L.  SAUNDERS  of  the 
Loew-Poli  Theatre,  and  his  son,  Rob- 
ert, have  returned  from  an  airplane  trip 
to  Chicago  to  visit  Mr.  Saunders’  mother. 

“Golgotha"  has  been  booked  into  the 
Mosque  for  four  days.  Tux)  morning 
shows  are  planned  during  the  run. 

“Huckleberry  Finn”  moved  from  the 
Majestic  to  the  Lyric  for  a three-day 
holdover.  This  is  first  Majestic  holdover 
in  nearly  a year. 

John  H.  Callahan,  doorman  for  many 
years  at  the  Loew-Poli,  is  dead. 

The  Parkway  was  the  first  theatre  to 
bring  back  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You” 
after  Capra  won  the  Academy  award. 

Molly,  wife  of  Majestic  Manager  Mor- 
ris Rosenthal,  is  back  from  Miami  Beach 
with  a swell  sun  tan  acquired  in  her  six- 
toeek  visit.  She  returned  to  find  Morris 
nursing  a cold. 

Mary  Rose  of  the  Globe  was  among  the 
visitors  to  New  York  City. 

A band  of  Hopi  Indians  were  at  the 
Loew-Poli  as  a bally  for  “Stagecoach.” 

Majestic  doormen  have  to  wear  ten- 
gallon  hats  Saturday  afternoon  when  the 
“Lone  Ranger”  serial  is  showing. 


"Pacific  Liner"  Shifted 
To  Metropolitan,  Hub 

Boston  — The  fact  that  Keith’s  Me- 
morial was  booked  to  the  middle  of  March, 
and  set  for  several  weeks  beyond  that,  re- 
sulted in  the  spot  sale  of  “Pacific  Liner” 
to  M&P  for  first-run  showing  at  the 
Metropolitan. 

The  RKO  Boston  is  now  using  second- 
runs  almost  exclusively,  with  the  occa- 
sional inclusion  of  a feature  that  is  out- 
side the  pale  for  regular  first  runs  in  the 
Hub.  A Paramount  western,  “Silver  on 
the  Sage,”  got  in  under  this  fence  this 
week. 


"Passport"  Prints 

Boston  — Prints  of  “Forged  Passport” 
are  now  in  Republic  vaults,  according  to 
Herman  Rifkin.  The  president  of  Repub- 
lic Pictures  Corp.  of  N.  E.  holds  the  fea- 
ture to  be  a boon  for  the  Republic  Sales- 
men and  Bookers’  Drive  which  is  contin- 
uing this  month  and  next.  Rifkin  ex- 
pressed gratitude  at  the  support  his  local 
staff  is  being  accorded  in  the  competition 
by  local  exhibitors. 


Paramount  Extends  Quinn 

Hollywood — Anthony  Quinn  has  been 
given  an  extension  of  his  acting  contract 
at  Paramoimt. 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE  J 

Direct  representation  in  the  exchanges  for  % 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week.  I 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 

250  Stuart  Street 
HANcoek  6788-5790 
BOSTON 
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With  One  Brush  of 
His  Beard 

Boston — “The  real  item"  on  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Academy's  list  of  awards 
is  the  citation  of  George  Bernard  Shaw 
“for  the  best  screen  play  and  dia- 
logue," the  Boston  Transcript  opined 
editorially.  “At  82,  the  Peter-Pon-ish 
Irishman  has  whipped  all  the  highly 
paid  scribblers  in  New  York  and  Los 
Angeles.  Somehow,  it  seems  a bit  un- 
fair for  G.  B.  S.,  who  has  known  and 
practiced  all  the  tricks  of  the  dra- 
matic trade  since  long  before  they 
were  bom,  to  take  on  the  youngsters 
and  to  sweep  them  aside,  as  it  were, 
with  one  brush  from  his  fine  white 
beard." 

Awards  by  Academy 
Occasion  Tribute 


Manchester,  N.  H. — Following  the  re- 
cent Academy  awards  to  Spencer  Tracy 
and  Bette  Davis,  the  Manchester  Union 
cited  the  remarkable  progress  made  by 
motion  pictures,  in  an  editorial  titled  “Not 
So  Very  Long  Ago.” 

“Tlrose  few  remaining  screen  folk  in 
Hollywood  who  date  back  to  the  first 
days  of  the  movies  recall  a time  when 
there  was  no  such  organization  as  the 
Motion  Picture  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  no  giving  of  awards  for  out- 
standing performances,  such  as  was  mark- 
ed last  evening  for  the  11th  year,”  said 
the  editorial. 

“There  was  little  science  and  less  art. 
The  former  accented  general  principles 
and  the  latter,  what  there  was  of  it,  was 
acquired  in  stage  work,  and  the  thespians 
who  were  induced  to  appear  before  the 
screen  did  so  against  their  better  judg- 
ment. The  movies  were  ugly  ducklings. 

“They  are  popular,  first  of  all,  because 
they  give  entertainment  to  all  the  people, 
not  a selected  few  who  are  within  the 
beckoning  call  of  the  legitimate  stage.  But 
they  are  also  popular  because  the  folk  re- 
sponsible for  them  never  have  been  con- 
tent to  retain  the  status  quo.  Movies  might 
still  be  in  the  peep-show  category.  Ac- 
tually, they  represent  a mighty  industry 
which  has  a very  direct  effect  on  the  eco- 
nomic well-being  of  the  country.  They  are 
popular  because,  generally  speaking,  they 
deserve  popularity. 

“Mighty  interesting  history  has  been 
recorded  since  the  days  of  Broncho  Billy 
Anderson.  A review  would  make  a superb 
movie  in  itself.  And  progress  could  not  be 
more  eloquently  symbolized.” 


Barrows  Back  to  Work 

Boston — Thad  Barrows,  perennial  film 
union  leader  in  this  territory  who  was 
taken  iU  in  Philadelphia  following  a Ber- 
muda trip,  has  been  discharged  from  St. 
Elizabeth’s  Hospital  here  and  has  returned 
to  his  projection  post  at  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre. 


B O T €>  M 

(Continued  from  page  78) 

Walter  Higgens,  head  of  the  film  rental 
department  at  M&P,  was  back  last  week 
following  a lay-off  with  intestinal  grippe 
. . . Skip  McManus,  M&P  district  manager 
who  has  been  troubled  with  arthritis,  is 
back  from  the  midwest. 

Helen  Peters,  formerly  secretary  to 
Treasurer  Marion  Cole  of  M&P,  visited  the 
circuit  office  last  week  following  an  Euro- 
pean honeymoon.  She  received  a check 
for  more  than  $100.  Betty  Robinson  holds 
the  former  position. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Mekelburg , wife  of  the 
Drive-In  Theatres  Corp.  booker,  tripped 
in  her  home  last  week  and  fractured  bones 
in  her  arm  and  wrist.  She  recently  re- 
covered from,  a multiple  fracture  of  the 
leg  . . . Mrs.  James  Sherrin,  wife  of  the 
censor,  has  a broken  collar  bone  as  a result 
of  a tumble  downstairs. 

R.  Johnson,  head  of  a group  that  is  put- 
ting $200,000  additional  capital  into  the 
reorganization  of  the  Boston  Transcript, 
is  to  be  business  manager  for  the  paper. 
Lincoln  O’Brien,  recently  installed  editor, 
continues.  The  Transcript  plans  a new 
plant. 

William  Finley,  former  assistant  to  Art- 
ist Carlo  Vannicola  of  the  local  RKO 
house,  has  returned  to  his  old  boss,  former 
Bijou  Manager  Al  Lauder  who  is  now  resi- 
dent head  of  the  local  Trans-Lux  . . . 
Bob  Daniels,  former  assistant  RKO  adver- 
tising artist  here,  is  now  free  lancing  with 
success.  He  has  a studio  in  the  Little  Bldg. 

Fred  Rush,  formerly  of  RKO  and  later 
of  the  Graphic  circuit,  was  in  town  last 
week  . . . Buster  Hold,  former  assistant  to 
Ben  Rosenberg  at  the  Fenway  and  now 
managing  the  Satuit  Playhouse  in  Scituate 
for  Louis  Gordon,  was  in  town  last  week, 
minus  moustache. 

Irving  Farber  is  out  as  local  Grand  Na- 
tional salesman  . . . Louise  Buckley,  for- 
merly with  Gaumont- British,  is  now  cash- 
ier at  the  local  United  Artists  exchange. 
She  replaces  Margaret  Foley  who  married 
Abe  Weiner,  Pittsburgh  manager,  the  other 
day  . . . Al  Herman,  and  William  Kelly, 
local  Universal  sachems,  have  been  cruis- 
ing. 


The  Massachusetts  legislators  have  fav- 
ored a bill  to  make  March  17  a holiday 
throughout  Boston.  Evacuation  Day, 
marking  a Revolutionary  War  moment 
when  British  troops  were  driven  from  this 
city,  had  previously  been  a legal  holiday 
only  in  South  Boston. 

Joe  Brennan,  business  manager  of  the 
local  branch  of  the  MPTOA,  includes  the 
presidency  of  the  Charlestown  Club  among 
his  extra-curricular  activities.  The  organ- 
ization, comprising  some  six  hundred  mem- 
bers, is  planning  two  stags  and  one  mixed 
social  this  year. 

Richard  Malm,  secretary  to  RKO  Divi- 
sional Manager  Charles  W.  Koerner,  has 
added  ten  pounds  since  his  recent  wed- 
ding . . . Martin  J.  Mullin  and  several 
sun  blisters  returned  last  week  to  M&P 
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headquarters  . . . Sam  Pinanski,  the  other 
partner,  was  due  to  follow. 

Maurice  Schwartz  opermd  at  the  Majes- 
tic this  week,  with  a cast  of  fifty,  in  “Three 
Cities,”  dramatization  of  Sholem  Asch’s 
novel. 

Harry  Botwick,  manager  of  the  State  in 
Portland  for  M&P,  is  swapping  three  pair 
of  passes  daily  with  WGAN  in  return  for 
theatre  announcements.  The  business  is 
plugged  on  a morning  program  known  as 
the  “Late  Risers’  Club,”  spotted  as  late  as 
from  7:30  to  8:00  a.  m. 

Mary  Ruth  has  been  cooperating  with 
local  film  press  agents  on  her  “Hollywood 
Highlights”  program  over  WORL  Friday 
afternoons  ...  A local  dancer,  formerly 
with  the  Elida  Ballet  which  played  the 
Metropolitan  for  some  years  and  then  went 
on  tour,  is  reportedly  engaged  to  a young 
man  from  Salisbury. 

Anna  Hughes,  secretary  to  Joseph  Bren- 
nan of  the  MPTOA,  was  away  from  the 
office  part  of  last  week  with  the  grippre 
. . . Jack  Gamble,  manager  of  the  Regent 
in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  has  drawn  commenda- 
tion from  the  M&P  advertising  quarters 
for  sagaciously  plugging  attractions  at  his 
theatre  when  local  syndicated  columns  of- 
fered the  opportunity. 

Mrs.  Louis  Zaccardo,  wife  of  the  as- 
sistant to  Jack  Martin  at  Republic,  has 
been  ill  with  the  grippe  . . . Christine 
Antognoni,  secretary  to  Independent  Dis- 
tributor Ben  Rogers,  is  over  a cold. 

No  meeting  of  the  Exchange  Employes 
Local  had  been  set  up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press  . . . Herman  Rifkin  asserts  that 
the  extant  Republic!  salesmen  and  bookers 
drive  is  being  accorded  prime  support  by 
New  England  exhibitors  . . . The  Boston 
Friars  Club  will  take  over  the  Boston 
Gardens  for  a motion  picture  ball  in  April. 

Gertrude  Lawrence  and  Donald  Cook 
are  to  open  Monday  in  “Skylark”  at  the 
Shubert.  Miss  Lawrence  has  been  rehears- 
ing here  following  the  close  of  “Susan 
mid  God”  at  the  same  house  . . . The 
Federal  Theatre  is  getting  ahead  of  Walt 
Disney  locally  with  the  scheduled  per- 
formance at  the  Copley,  beginning  April 
11,  o/  “Pinocchio.” 

The  fact  that  “Topper  Takes  a Trip” 
gets  off  to  a start  with  several  explana- 
tory clips  from  “Topper”  has  instigated 
several  requests  for  refunds  from  local 
Loew’s  managements  on  the  presumption 
that  the  current  attraction  was  an  old 
picture. 

Richard  B.  Rubin,  distributor  for  Excel- 
lophone,  says  that  the  approach  of  spring 
cleaning  time  in  theatres  is  causing  a 
number  of  managers  to  give  particular 
consideration  to  the  installation  of  hard- 
of-hearing  devices. 


"Din"  Holdovers 

Hollywood— -Continuing  its  100  per  cent 
record  of  holdovers  in  key  situations, 
RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  goes  into  a second 
week  at  the  Brandeis,  Omaha;  Colonial, 
Akron;  Pantheon,  Toledo;  Proctor’s,  New- 
ark; Paramount,  Oakland;  Paramount, 
Seattle;  State,  Spokane;  Palace,  Montreal, 
and  Albee,  Brooklyn. 


Billie  Burke  Still 
On  the  Spot 

Boston — 'Billie  Burke  was  starred  in 
"Land  of  Promise"  at  the  Hollis  Street 
Theatre  here  25  years  ago.  The  house 
has  since  become  a memory  and  a 
parking  space.  Miss  Burke  is  still  on 
the  spot,  however,  featured  this  week 
in  "Topper  Takes  a Trip"  at  Loew's 
State  and  Orpheum. 


Films  for  111  Children  in 
Hub  Termed  "Tonic 

Boston  — “Psychological  tonic,”  so 
termed  by  Superintendent  Dr.  James  W. 
Manary  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  was  ad- 
ministered to  children  there  last  week  by 
the  Friars  Club.  It  was  the  first  time 
motion  pictures  had  ever  been  shown  in 
the  institution  and  marked  the  inaugura- 
tion of  an  extensive  program  along  simi- 
lar lines. 

Joseph  Cifre,  equipment  and  advertising 
man,  was  in  charge  of  the  City  Hospital 
program.  Also  active  in  procedures  were 
club  president  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  M-G-M 
division  manager;  M.  Murray  Weiss,  Cifre 
associate;  Joseph  Levenson,  circuit  owner; 
A.  C.  Kilpatrick,  executive  in  the  Leven- 
son chain,  and  Jack  Goldstein,  former 
United  Artists  national  exploitation  man- 
ager. 


"Wolf  Call"  in  Work 
Hollywood  — “Wolf  Call,”  with  John 
Carroll  and  Movita,  went  into  work  this 
week  at  Monogram.  Film  is  based  on  the 
Jack  London  novel. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


poUR  of  the  six  winners  of  $10  each  in 
the  $250,000  Movie  Quiz  contest,  in 
Manchester,  were  present  at  local  theatres 
when  the  awards  were  announced.  Two 
heard  the  announcements  at  the  State 
and  two  at  the  Palace.  Manchester  ex- 
hibitors participating  were  the  State,  Pal- 
ace, Crown  and  Strand  theatres,  all  run 
by  the  State  Operating  Co. 

It  is  reported  that  the  only  theatre  in 
one  of  the  Granite  state  towns  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a realtor  for  dis- 
posal. 

The  State  in  Manchester  tied  up  with 
the  Manchester  Union  Leader  in  a want 
ad  contest  during  its  showing  of  Dorothy 
Lamour  in  “St.  Louis  Blues.”  Twenty 
free  tickets  to  the  show  were  given  winners 
who  answered  10  questions  pertaining  to 
services  offered  by  various  classified  ad- 
vertisers. 

Miss  Lydia  Turmelle,  of  the  Scenic  staff 
in  Rochester,  has  been  enjoying  a vacation. 

Theatres  would  benefit  to  a considerable 
extent,  no  doubt,  from  a measure  adopted 
by  the  house  of  representatives  which 
would  provide  public  observance  on  Mon- 
day of  legal  holidays  falling  on  the  Sab- 
bath. 


0REDIT  for  the  excellent  publicity  given 
Miss  Iva  Stewart,  Hollywood  actress, 
during  her  recent  visit  to  Bath,  goes  to 
Francis  Gooch,  manager  of  the  Uptown 
Theatre,  and  to  Frank  Vennett,  manager 
of  the  Opera  House,  Bath,  who  arranged 
her  entire  program  of  public  appearances, 
including  a visit  to  the  governor.  The 
campaign  included  236  inches  of  news- 
paper space,  92  inches  front  page  and  60 
inches  out-of-town.  The  two  theatre 
managers  also  arranged  for  the  use  of  a 
car  and  driver  for  the  young  actress  for 
a week,  two  bouquets  of  flowers,  gifts  on 
a shopping  tour,  photographs,  visits  to  the 
high  school,  newspaper  offices,  old  folks 
home  and  a luncheon  with  the  wife  of  the 
president  of  the  Senate. 

If  you  haven’t  heard  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Clam  Chowders  which  was  conducted  in 
the  Lafayette  Hotel  here  this  week,  you 
will  before  long.  For  Phil  Coolidge,  Para- 
mount Newsreel  cameraman,  took  shots  of 
the  principals — Chefs  Julius  Savinese  of 
Philadelphia,  proponent  of  the  chowder 
with  tomatoes,  and  George  E.  Miller  of  the 
Maine  Hotel  Ass’n,  who  makes  the  con^ 
coction  definitely  without  tomatoes,  as 
they  chopped  and  mixed  and  cooked  their 
chowders  in  the  Mayfair  Room  of  the 
hotel  Friday  afternoon.  Five  famous  food 
experts  judged  the  chowders,  giving  Mil- 
ler the  decision. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Clarence  Millett  of  the 
State,  Bridgton;  Ralph  Tully,  manager  of 
the  Central,  Biddeford;  Joe  Dondis  of  the 
Strand,  Rockland;  Carl  Divizia,  RKO 
salesman,  Boston,  and  Tom  Peloney,  20th- 
Fox  salesman. 

Within  30  hours  after  the  election  of  the 
new  Pope  Pius  XII  the  State  Theatre  was 
screeyimg  the  short,  thereby  scooping  the 
town. 

Ten  men  and  women  arrested  here  in 
a drive  against  Quizzo,  were  given  fines 
ranging  from  $25  to  $100  in  municipal 
court.  All  appealed  and  provided  bail.  Ulti- 
mate disposition  of  the  cases  was  set  over 
to  the  May  term  of  the  superior  court. 


McAllister  Doing  Relief 
Work  for  Schine  Chain 

Boston — James  McAllister  now  is  doing 
relief  work  around  the  Schine  loop.  Mc- 
Allister, who  resigned  from  the  Franklin, 
N.  H.,  link  of  Graphic  to  accept  the  as- 
signment, was  assistant  manager  for  some 
years  at  Keith’s  Memorial. 


EXCELLOPHONE  | 

the  hard-ol-heoring  aid  that  excels  | 


Increase  good  will 
and  box  office 
revenue  with  this 
easily  installed, 
mechanically  per- 
fect device. 
Giiaranteed  for  2 
Years 


Richard  B.  Rubin 

20  Shawmut  St. 
niBerty  6855-6 
BOSTON 


Call  or  Write  for  Details  and  Prices. 
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M.  DeMARIO,  operator  of  the  drive-in 
* theatres  in  Weymouth  and  Saugus, 
has  obtained  his  permit  to  erect  a 700- 
car  drive-in  opposite  the  Howard-Johnson 
restaurant  on  the  Milford  Turnpike  and, 
by  his  representative,  Marcel  Meckelberg, 
has  reported  his  intention  of  erecting  simi- 
lar theatres  in  the  vicinity  of  Hartford 
and  Greenwich. 

Columbia’s  “First  Offenders,”  made  from 
our  own  Sheriff  Slavm’s  radio  series  ideas 
by  the  same  name,  has  been  booked  for  a 
vremiere  at  the  College  on  March  17,  with 
great  attendant  local  doings  planned. 

Removal  of  the  63-year-old  East  Had- 
dam  Opera  House  to  Hartford  for  pre- 
sentation of  regular  and  summer  stock 
plays  is  being  considered  by  a group  which 
is  reported  to  have  substantial  backing. 
Plan  would  call  for  moving  the  four- 
boxes,  the  horseshoe  balcony,  proscenium, 
stage  front,  curtains,  pastels  and  other- 
parts  of  the  interior  and  building  on  a 
small  addition.  Old-timers  recall  the  world 
famous  actors  who  appeared  in  this  house 
and  the  curtain  showing  the  good  ship, 
“State  of  New  York,”  passing  Clark’s 
Creek,  half-mile  above  East  Haddam. 

Still  south-bound:  Mrs.  Al  Schu7?ian  of 
Bridgeport  is  visiting  the  Mardi  Gras  in 
New  Orleans  on  a southern  trip  . . . Eliza- 
beth Formeyito  of  the  Park,  Lee,  Mass., 
will  relax  in  Florida  for  two  weeks  . . . 
Arthur  Titus  of  Universal  is  sojourning 
in  Canada  . . . Ben  Simon  and  Thomas 
Donaldson  recently  returned  from  Miami, 
Simon  making  the  home  stretch  by  boat 
from  Savannah. 

The  group  of  nine  Hopi  Indians  who 
whooped  it  up  for  “Stagecoach”  in  New 
Haven,  Hartford  and  Bridgeport  Loew- 
Poli  lobbies,  also  called  on  the  governor 
and  made  him  an  honorary  chief.  A color- 
ful display  of  native  blankets,  bead  and 
other  craft,  was  used  to  decorate  the 
lobbies,  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
novel  displays  yet.  Bob  Russell  arranged 
a special  broadcast  here. 

Congratulations  to  the  Oscar  Shankens, 
of  the  Dixwell,  on  the  birth  of  a daughter, 
Elaine  Gail.  Mrs.  Shanken  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Selig  Fishman. 

Claiming  the  operators  union  had  failed 
to  supply  capable  men,  Mrs.  Marie  Sirica 
and  Manager  Michael  Sirica  locked  Ralph 
DiPietro  and  Raymond  Corrigan,  opera- 
tors, out  of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Water- 
bury,  and  secured  a non-union  man  from 


Massachusetts  in  their  place.  Local  304 
charged  the  theatre  with  breaking  the 
contract  which  officially  expires  Septem- 
ber 1,  and  supplied  wages  of  pickets. 

Irwin  Wheeler  and  W.  Lines  of  New 
Cmiaan  were  Meadow  Street  visitors,  as 
was  Flora  Cohen,  formerly  with  RKO 
here  and  now  associated  with  Wheeler  in 
his  New  York  office  . . . Harry  Segal  of 
Imperial  Pictures  made  another  flying  trip 
in  from  Boston  . . . The  Abe  Fishmans 
and  Lawrence  Caplans  will  move  into  their 
new  Colony  Road  home  on  March  15  . . . 
Nick  Mascoli  of  the  Carroll,  Waterbury, 
still  laid  up  with  grippe. 

A report  has  it  that  a new  700  to  800- 
seat  house  is  contemplated  for  Windsor, 
of  first  class  construction  and  in  a cen- 
tral location.  Tlie  present  350-seat  Lam- 
pert  house  is  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
. . . “Un  Carnet  de  Bal”  has  been  booked 
by  Connecticut  State  College  at  Storrs, 
and  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Academy  at 
New  London  this  month,  and  Wesleyan 
University,  Middletown,  in  April. 

The  State,  Hartford,  had  another  winner 
in  the  five-day  appearance  of  Bill  Robin- 
son and  Louis  Armstrong  . . . The  Poli, 
Waterbury,  featured  a 07ie-night  Italian 
vaudeville  show  . . . Bob  Russell  tried  bus 
cards  m all  Coiinecticut  Co.  busses  for  the 
first  time  on  “Stagecoach”  . . . Imprinted 
aviation  caps  for  waitresses  m several  res- 
taurants were  planted  on  “Tail  Spin.” 

Following  the  Metro  gang  this  month, 
Messrs.  Simon,  Wright  and  Germaine  of 
20th-Fox  will  depart  for  Chicago  and  con- 
vention on  April  1 . . . “Cafe  Society”  had 
a noteworthy  New  England  premiere  at 
the  Paramount,  New  Haven. 

Stagehands  Esposito,  Brennan  and 
Baroiie,  members  of  the  local  union  who 
were  slightly  mjured  with  Dan  Cummings 
m an  auto  accident  near  Hartford  have 
returned  to  their  homes.  Cummmgs  is 
still  confined  to  the  hospital  . . . The  Quitt- 
ner-Perakos  combine  is  reported  to  be 
awaiting  only  the  arrival  of  warmer 
weather  to  start  construction  of  a new 
house  in  Jewett  City. 

The  Whalley  Theatre  installation  of  new 
sound,  seats,  booth  and  stage  drapes  job 
has  been  completed  . . . The  Junior  Mo- 
tion Picture  Councils  will  have  their  next 
large  discussion  meeting  and  showing  on 
films  of  travel  and  exploration,  and  have 
planned  to  invite  a guest  speaker. 


POPCORN  MEANS  PROFITS 


BURCH  POPCORN  MACHINES  ARE 
MADE  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THEATRES 

Greaseless,  Odorless, 

Noiseless 

For  Full  Details, 

Write 

Representatives. 


Sates  Representative 
SAMUEL  HORENSTEIN 
288  Palmer  St.,  Box  239, 
NEW  BEDFORD,  MASS. 


J.  J.  CONROY 

104  Klson  Road — P.  O.  Box  54 
WABTHAM,  MASS. 

New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Maine,  Connecticut 


RKO  Boston  Inaugurates 
Openings  on  Thursday 

Boston — Thursday  openings  have  been 
inaugurated  at  the  RKO  Boston  to  ac- 
commodate an  extra  day  of  weekend 
vaudeville.  Stage  shows  at  the  3,246-seat 
house  have  proved  patron-pullers,  com- 
bined as  they  are  with  double  features  at 
20  cents  to  1:00  p.  m.,  30  cents  to  5:00,  and 
40  cents  to  closing.  Children  get  in  at  any 
time  for  15  cents. 

The  present  policy  may  keep  the  RKO 
Boston  open  throughout  the  summer.  The 
orchestra  contract  may  be  extended  be- 
yond its  present  April  30  deadline. 

Vaudeville,  although  generally  lacking 
the  bigger  names,  is  being  touched  up  by 
Ben  Domingo,  RKO  city  manager,  with 
production  treatment.  Instead  of  the  old 
one,  two,  three  entrances,  the  acts  are 
unified  as  much  as  possible.  This  impres- 
sion is  heightened  by  the  designing  of 
new  sets  for  each  new  bUl  and  by  the  spot- 
ting of  the  orchestra  on  the  stage. 

The  footlights  business  is  being  given 
added  impetus  at  present  by  the  spot 
booking  of  extra  acts  for  last  performances 
Friday,  the  stunt  being  called  public  audi- 
tions and  the  routines  that  prove  them- 
selves getting  contracts  from  Doc  Breed 
of  the  RKO  Vaudeville  Exchange. 


Big  Sum  to  Boy  Scouts 
In  G.  W.  Magee  Will 

Boston  — George  W.  Magee,  deceased 
Boston  theatre  owner  and  manager,  left 
a trust  fund  for  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Amer- 
ica that  will  exceed  a quarter-million  dol- 
lars, it  is  estimated.  The  terms  of  the 
will  have  not  been  disclosed  by  the  execu- 
tor, Secretary  of  State  Frederic  Cook. 

Magee  was  indissolubly  connected  with 
Boston’s  “Gay  Nineties”  era.  He  re- 
mained an  important  figure  in  the  amuse- 
ment industry,  however,  even  after  his  re- 
tirement in  1930. 


Boston  Imperial  Stall 
Leveled  by  Illness 

Boston — Dora  Kraska  of  Imperial  Pic- 
tures wasn’t  sick  last  week.  Harry  Segal, 
head  of  the  independent  distributor,  hur- 
ried home  from  New  York  and  learned  it 
was  true  that  the  remainder  of  his  office 
force  was  on  the  invalid  list. 

He  planned  to  return  to  unfinished  busi- 
ness there  this  week  if  Booker  Nellie  Mc- 
Laughlin and  Cashier  Celia  Shapiro  were 
back  per  schedule. 


Motion  Picture  Ball  by 
Boston  s Friars  Club 

Boston — A Motion  Picture  Ball  will  be 
held  by  the  Boston  Friars  Club  at  Boston 
Garden  in  April.  Proceeds  from  the  affair 
will  go  for  the  divers  charities  in  which 
the  film  fraternity  is  a participant. 

Jack  Goldstein,  former  United  Artists 
national  exploitation  manager  who  now  is 
freelancing  on  publicity  here  while  re- 
gaining his  health,  is  promoting  the 
event. 
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Arkansas  Theatre  Sales  Tax  Proposal  in  Texas 
Tax  Bill  Killed  Eases  Trade 's  Levy  Fears 


Little  Rock,  Ark. — A bill  to  tax  film 
theatres  was  defeated  this  week  by  a vote 
of  50  to  19. 

Proponents  of  the  bill  said  that  “we’ve 
taxed  everything  else  in  the  state  and 
there’s  no  reason  to  overlook  this  monop- 
oly.” 

Opponents  of  the  measure,  however,  de- 
clared that  if  such  a bill  were  passed, 
it  would  be  “putting  the  film  houses  under 
the  thumb  of  the  revenue  department.” 
One  speaker  stated  that  theatre  owners 
already  are  paying  32  separate  levies. 

To  Build  Cafeteria  for 
Fleischer  s Employes 

Miami — Construction  is  to  be  started  at 
once  on  a new  250-seat  cafeteria  adjacent 
to  the  Max  Fleischer  studios  where  several 
nearby  buildings  are  being  leased  to  pro- 
vide working  quarters  for  the  enlarged 
staff  of  artists.  This  new  employe  restau- 
rant is  to  be  air-conditioned,  and  will 
cost  $20,000. 

Other  building  activities,  being  necessi- 
tated by  the  enlarged  studio  staff,  are  to 
be  launched  later  this  spring.  Max  Fleis- 
cher has  announced. 

At  present  the  studio’s  staff  of  387  em- 
ployes represents  a payroll  of  $18,000 
weekly. 

“Many  persons,  high  in  production  cir- 
cles in  Hollywood,  are  watching  with  defi- 
nite interest  the  success  with  which  the 
Fleischer  studios  are  operating  in  an  area 
which  it  has  refused  to  believe  would  be 
suitable  as  a studio  locale,”  Fleischer 
points  out. 


Sectional  Premiere  for 
"Man  of  Conquest" 

Atlanta — Republic’s  production,  “Man 
of  Conquest,”  will  have  its  southeastern 
premiere  showing  at  the  Fox  Theatre.  The 
tentative  date  is  set  for  the  middle  of 
April,  following  the  world  premiere  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  toward  the  end  of  March. 

“Man  of  Conquest”  is  the  life  story  of 
Sam  Houston  and  deals  with  the  found- 
ing of  Texas.  The  cast  includes  Richard 
Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Joan  Fontaine,  Edward 
Ellis,  Robert  Armstrong  and  Victor  Jory. 


Miami  Edison  Owners  Not 
Party  to  Trust  Suit 

Miami — Denial  that  they  have  contem- 
plated joint  action  with  independent  Miami 
and  Miami  Beach  exhibitors  against  Wo- 
metco  circuit.  Paramount  and  other  ma- 
jors is  issued  by  John  Cunningham  and 
Edward  Hollander,  owners  of  the  Edison 
Theatre. 

“We  not  only  never  have  contemplated 
such  a course  of  action,  but  we  very  def- 
initely wish  it  understood  that  we  do  not 
intend  to,”  the  statement  reads. 


Dallas — With  a transactions  or  sales  tax 
looming  for  Texas  in  order  to  pay  old  age 
pensions,  it  seems  likely  that  motion  pic- 
ture houses  will  again  escape  a levy  on 
their  boxoffices  because  of  very  recent  oc- 
currences at  Austin. 

A house  committee  voted  favorably  on 
a bill  to  levy  a 21/2  per  cent  general  sales 
tax,  including  1 cent  on  each  40  cent  sale 
of  electricity,  1 cent  on  each  40  cent  sale 
of  tangible  personal  property,  a 25  per 
cent  Increase  on  production  tax  of  natural 
resources,  and  a 1 cent  tax  on  each  ticket 
to  a place  of  amusement,  including  thea- 
tres, where  the  admission  price  exceeds  50 
cents.  Levies  on  other  than  amusements 
did  not  specify  a like  price  exemption. 

While  the  approved  committee  bill  was 
not  and  has  not  yet  been  introduced,  it  is 
seen  that  theatres  up  to  this  time  are  rela- 
tively safe  from  a tax  burden  on  their 
boxoffices,  as  few,  if  any,  picture  shows  in 
Texas  charge  over  50  cents. 

What  the  incident  means  is  that  for 

Arkansas  ITO  Sets 
Confab  April  2-3 

Hope,  Ark. — The  date  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Independent  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Arkansas  will  be  April  2 and  3,  it 
was  decided  at  a board  of  directors  meet- 
ing at  the  Marion  Hotel  in  Little  Rock. 
Elections,  a screening,  a banquet  and  dance 
are  scheduled. 

Present  at  the  recent  board  meeting  were 
J.  P.  Norman,  president;  R.  V.  McGinnis, 
secretary-treasurer;  W.  E.  Mallin,  O.  C. 
Wren,  C.  F.  Bonner,  Lew  Haven  and  S.  A. 
Arnold,  special  ITOA  representative. 

Miami  Drive-In  Theatre 
Enlarges  Its  Screen 

Miami — Coincident  with  its  launching  on 
a schedule  of  double  features,  the  Miami- 
Drive-In  Theatre  has  enlarged  its  screen 
area  some  25  per  cent  which  makes  the 
new  setup  there  as  “broad  as  it  is  long.” 
Visibility  at  this  huge  outdoor  house  has 
been  further  improved  by  a resilvering  of 
the  entire  screen. 


Arkansas  Ascap 
Bill  Dies 

Little  Rock — Acting  shortly  before 
adjournment,  the  lower  house  of  the 
state  legislature  here  killed  the  mea- 
sure designed  to  outlaw  collection  by 
the  American  Society  of  Composers, 
Authors  and  Publishers  of  theatre 
music  tax.  The  vote  was  39  to  2G. 


years,  up  until  his  death  about  a year  ago, 
the  late  Jeff  Strickland,  of  San  Antonio, 
was  on  the  job  in  Austin  as  the  “watch 
dog  of  this  industry.”  He  was  given  wide 
credit  for  personally  warding  off  attacks, 
principally  taxation.  In  this  regard,  and 
although  he  represented  distributors  and 
circuits,  he  had  the  close  cooperation  of 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  who  all  along  was  fighting 
the  battles  of  independent  exhibitors. 

Today  in  Austin,  the  scene  has  changed 
in  that  Jeff  Strickland’s  place  has  been 
taken  over  by  his  brother,  D.  F.  Strickland, 
who  has  been  working  in  harmony  with 
Judge  Roy  B.  Walker,  attorney  and  exhi- 
bitor, of  Lampasas.  Judge  Walker  was 
president  of  Theatre  Owners  Protective 
Ass’n,  which  functioned  rather  prominently 
several  years  ago. 

While  this  writer  does  not  know  where 
to  totally  place  the  credit  for  the  general 
industry  benefit  outlined,  he  recalls  that 
Col.  Cole  has  made  at  least  two  trips  to 
Austin  within  recent  weeks  after  he  became 
national  Allied  president. 

Jefferson  Plans  in 
Port  Arthur,  Tex. 

Beaumont,  Tex. — Announcement  is  made 
here  by  Julius  Gordon,  vice-president  of 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.,  that  this  spring 
the  circuit  will  build  a new  850-seat  neigh- 
borhood theatre  in  Port  Arthur. 

Plans  calling  for  stadium  type  construc- 
tion have  been  turned  over  to  contractors 
for  bids.  Building  will  start  immediately 
after  letting  of  contracts,  with  completion 
expected  in  four  months. 

'The  new  theatre  will  be  near  the  Port 
Arthur  High  School.  It  will  be  under 
supervision  of  M.  C.  Clemmons,  city  man- 
ager of  five  Jefferson  theatres  here. 


Jefferson  Again  to 
Be  Serviced  by  NSS 

Dallas — Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  and 
subsidiaries  again  will  be  serviced  with 
All-Talking  Prevues  by  National  Screen 
Service,  following  completion  of  a deal 
between  the  two  firms  last  week. 

Julius  Gordon,  Clifford  Porter  and  S. 
Lawrence  Oakley  represented  Jefferson 
and  George  Dembow  and  Paul  Short  han- 
dled the  transaction  for  NSS. 

The  trade  in  this  area  has  responded 
generously  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Wal- 
lace Walthall  drive,  which  is  being  held  by 
NSS  in  honor  of  the  veteran  who  has  been 
with  the  company  for  15  years. 


Overhaul  Kosciusko  Amusu 

Kosciusko,  Miss. — The  Amusu  Theatre 
here  has  been  given  a remodeling  along 
with  a new  neon  sign,  new  carpets,  new 
cushion  seats  and  new  marquee. 
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In  His  Native  State — 


“The  Oklahoma  Kid’’  comes  to  Oklahoma,  with  outstanding  results  for 
Warner  Bros,  and  the  Criterion  Theatre,  which  house  is  'pictured  at  the 
top,  during  the  crush  of  the  premiere  in  Oklahoma  City.  Simultaneously, 
“The  Kid”  bowed  in  Tulsa.  The  second  scene  shows  Huynphrey  Bogart. 
WB  star,  talking  things  over  ivith  Governor  Leon  C.  Philips.  The  third 
has  to  do  with  eats,  arid,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Philips,  the  governor’s  wife; 
Jane  Wyman,  Warner  starlet;  Bogart,  and  Mayo  Methot  (Mrs.  Bogart). 
All  in  Oklahoma  City  and  all  at  the  premiere. 


Thousands  Take  Part 
In  Double-Premiere 

Oklahoma  City — Over  the  weekend  here 
and  in  Tulsa  over  75,000  people  participi- 
pated  in  gala  celebrations  for  the  double- 
premiere of  Warner  Bros.’  “The  Okla- 
homa Kid,”  starring  James  Cagney. 

Here  for  the  occasion  were  Humphrey 
Bogart,  featured  in  the  film,  and  his  wife 
Mayo  Methot,  and  Jane  Wyman,  Warner 
starlet. 

The  premiere  day  in  Tulsa  was  designat- 
ed “Indian  Frontier  Day”  and  at  a lunch- 
eon for  the  screen  players  were  over  150 
“bad  men,”  police  officers  and  marshals 
of  Oklahoma  land  rush  days.  Heading 
the  delegation  was  Pawnee  Bill,  onetime 
scout  and  partner  of  Buffalo  Bill  in  his 
circus  enterprises. 

The  actors  were  honored  guests  here  at 
a barbecue  in  Wiley  Post  Park  arranged 
by  Mayor  J.  Fi'ank  Martin.  The  500  guests 
at  the  party  were  outfitted  in  wild  west 
garb,  and  after  the  barbecue  they  joined  a 
horseback  parade  to  the  Criterion  where 
the  “Oklahoma  Kid”  was  shown  for  the 
first  time.  The  parade  line  stretched  un- 
broken for  a mile  and  police  had  a real  job 
on  their  hands  with  the  crowds  jamming 
the  city’s  main  streets. 

Governor  Leon  C.  Philips  hosted  the 
stars  at  his  mansion  Thursday  with  a 
special  screening  of  the  picture.  Friday 
they  attended  a luncheon  at  the  'Tulsa 
chamber  of  commerce.  'Tliey  visited  Guth- 
rie, historic  spot  of  the  land  rush  50  years 
ago,  on  Saturday. 

Grifiith's  Stillwater 
House  Soon  Ready 

Oklahoma  City — Construction  work  is 
nearing  completion  on  the  new  Griffith 
Campus  Tlieatre  at  Stillwater,  Okla.,  which 
will  make  the  firm’s  third  house  in  that 
city.  The  new  house  is  a 500-seater  of 
modern  type  architecture. 

Griffith  has  also  completed  remodel- 
ing of  the  State  Theatre  at  Guthrie  which 
has  received  a new  front,  poster  frames, 
signs,  marquee,  carpets,  drapes,  seats  and 
soimd. 

They  plan  construction  of  a 700-seat 
house  at  Lubbock,  Tex.,  as  soon  as  some 
present  difficulties  on  zoning  there  are 
completed. 

Claude  O.  Fulgham,  district  manager, 
has  also  announced  signing  of  a contract 
with  the  Altec  Service  Corp.  of  Dallas 
for  sound  service  on  over  200  Griffith 
houses  in  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  New  Mex- 
ico. Jack  Gregory  of  Kansas  City  and 
Jack  Zern  of  Dallas  represented  Altec. 


Connie  Moore  111 

Dallas  — Constance  Moore,  Universal 
screen  star,  is  seriously  ill  with  flu  at  the 
home  of  her  parents  here.  She  was  sche- 
duled to  have  left  Monday  for  Hollywood, 
but  her  family’s  physician  ordered  her  to 
remain  in  bed  for  at  least  a week,  thus 
interrupting  her  work  in  the  picture,  ‘“The 
Ex-Champ.”  Her  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Smith,  3200  Beverly  Drive. 
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Interstate's  Attorney 
Writes  a Scenario 

Dallas — Scenario  for  a patriotic  short 
written  by  John  Moroney,  Interstate  at- 
torney, on  “The  Bill  of  Rights,”  has  been 
forwarded  to  RKO,  distributors  of  the 
March  of  Time,  who  are  reported  con- 
sidering the  subject. 

If  RKO  does  not  produce  it.  Interstate 
will  do  so,  using  the  facilities  of  National 
Screen  Service,  and  show  the  product  in 
its  own  137  theatres.  The  scenario  is 
written  for  a series  of  12  five-minute 
shorts,  or  for  a production  of  60  minutes 
in  length. 

Recently  Interstate  produced  a Texas 
patriotic  short  titled  “Texas  Marches  On,” 
and  then  announced  the  circuit  would 
follow  with  like  subjects  later  on.  On 
this  plan,  Karl  Hoblitzelle  and  R.  J. 
O’Donnell  named  their  attorney,  John 
Moroney,  for  the  scenario  writing  jobs. 


Ten-Year  Renewal 

Cleveland — John  G.  Long  of  Bay  City 
has  renewed  for  ten  years  his  lease  on  the 
Cleveland  Theatre.  Long  and  Glen  Mc- 
Clain, of  the  Long  circuit,  closed  the  deal, 
which  included  outright  purchase  of  all 
equipment.  The  lease  gives  Long  the  priv- 
ilege of  enlarging  and  improving  the 
Cleveland  building  which  may  be  done  in 
the  spring  to  accommodate  a growing 
patronage.  At  that  time  the  present  equip- 
ment will  likely  be  moved  into  another 
building  for  an  all-Negro  show  and  the 
Cleveland  refurnished.  Tommie  Boothe  is 
manager  of  the  theatre. 


Inspect  Property 

Honey  Grove — C.  V.  Caver  of  Dallas  and 
Preston  Tate  of  Comanche,  owners  of  the 


local  Strand,  were  here  on  an  inspection 
of  the  house,  according  to  Manager  Fred 
Frick.  A new  cooling  system  will  be  in- 
stalled and  the  house  will  be  recarpeted, 
Frick  said. 


Buys,  Then  Improves 

WiNNSBORO — B.  R.  McLendon  of  Atlanta, 
immediately  after  buying  the  Amusu  and 
Kiroy  theatres  from  Roy  Cain,  started  an 
improvement  program.  The  Amusu  is  be- 
ing made  over  with  the  floor  given  more 
slope  for  better  view  of  the  screen. 


Full  Time  in  Ennis 

Ennis — The  remodeled  Grand,  owned  by 
Mrs.  John  Sayeg  and  operated  by  John 
Stiles  and  Mrs.  Stiles,  has  gone  to  full 
time  operation  as  second  run  to  the  Plaza. 
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^LTHOUGH  the  event  was  no  surprise 
the  date  was.  Interested  Dallasites  had 
wondered  just  when  the  Self-Newsome 
nuptials  would  take  place.  Announcements 
came  that  it  happened  February  24.  The 
bride,  Miss  Virginia  Self,  Dallas  dancing 
instructor,  had  appeared  not  only  on  stages 
of  this  city  but  behind  footlights  gener- 
ally over  the  United  States.  Lee  Newsome 
has  come  into  his  own  lately  as  publicity 
and  promotion  man  for  the  Arcadia  Thea- 
tre. He  is  responsible  for  the  Book  Re- 
view matinees  which  have  come  to  be  an 
important  revenue  in  that  theatre.  His 
other  tieups  and  stunts  have  attracted  wide 
attention. 

Lew  Chatham,  the  Griffith  manager  at 
Normari,  Okla.,  and  Mrs.  Chatham,  were 
Filmrow  visitors  this  iveek.  The  missus 
was  shopping  for  rose  hushes  and  such. 
Lew  made  the  trip  especially  to  get  his 
fill  of  Shoemaker’s  barbecue  sandwiches, 
but  as  usual  he  finds  time  to  do  consid- 
erable greeting  himself,  even  though  a 
visitor,  and  to  pay  a visit  or  two  to  the 
Variety  clubrooms. 

Duncan  Hamric  of  National  Screen’s 
special  service  art  department  is  now 
comfortably  settled  in  his  new  home,  and 
this  spring,  we  leam,  is  going  in  for  rose 
culture. 

On  the  Row  Tuesday  was  Leslie  Neill, 
attorney  of  Tyler,  and  one  of  the  stock- 


holders in  the  Joy  Theatre,  Inc.  He  was 
here  with  S.  G.  Fry,  now  managing  the 
Joy,  and  owner  of  the  colored  Palace 
there.  It  was  Mr.  Neill’s  first  visit  to  ex- 
changes since  taking  an  interest  in  show 
business. 

Sam  Parish  was  again  in  town  from 
Huntsville,  and  as  usual  was  surrounded 
by  groups  of  his  friends  here.  Principal 
conversation  was  about  the  penitentiary 
and  its  inmates  about  which  he  is  well 
informed. 

That  the  film  business  is  a typical  in- 
dustry along  with  any  other  is  learned 
from  the  fact  that  it  can  develop  politi- 
cians as  well  as  can  the  professions  or 
any  other  line  of  occupation.  Two  candi- 
dates for  city  councilmen  are  from  the 
ranks  of  Dallas  film  exchanges.  One  is 
Horace  G.  Goodrich,  poster  Clerk  and 
booker  for  Universal  up  to  a few  months 
ago  and  the  other  is  W.  P.  Ballard,  a 
former  exchange  employe  of  older  days. 

J.  O.  (Buddy)  Harris  is  going  to  apply 
what  he  knows  about  show  business  to  the 
Key  Theatre  at  Midlothian  which  he  pur- 
chased a few  days  ago  and  takes  over 
March  15.  It  is  understood  he  will  employ 
a manager  and  that  he  may  annex  an- 
other such  spot  or  two  before  long. 
Buddy’s  downtown  office  is  on  the  upstairs 
corner  of  Harwood  and  Jackson  in  the 
same  suite  with  L.  C.  Baxley  and  Burt 


King.  His  mam  occupation,  of  course,  is 
selling  for  Tad  Screen  Adv.,  Inc. 

C.  L.  McCoy,  representative  of  the 
Kroehler  push-back  chair,  is  furnishing 
two  new  houses  under  construction  in  the 
Jefferson  Amusement  circuit.  One  is  the 
new  Crim  at  Kilgore,  in  which  L.  N.  Crim 
is  an  important  interest,  and  the  second 
is  the  new  Arlene  in  Longview  which 
Tracy  Flanagan  and  Jefferson  soon  will 
open. 

Miss  Winifred  Cutler,  Paul  Short’s  ef- 
ficient secretary,  defeated  the  “flu”  men- 
ace by  sticking  on  the  job. 

Cranfill  H.  Cox  of  Gilmer  was  on  the 
Row  arranging  bookings  for  his  Crystal 
and  Strand  theatres.  For  years  he  has 
been  one  of  the  most  regular  among  visit- 
ing exhibitors. 

R.  C.  (Bob)  Mcllheran,  salesman  for 
Grand  National  during  recent  months,  left 
that  company  the  first  of  the  week. 

A few  days  ago  Leroy  Bickel  of  M-G-M 
visited  (Col.)  Tracy  Flanagan  at  Long- 
view, where  the  latter  is  completing  the 
new  Arlene  Theatre  in  partners  with  Jef- 
ferson Amusement.  Bickel,  the  report  said, 
okayed  everything  about  the  theatre  from 
its  cooling  system  to  its  seating  and  said 
(Continued  on  page  88) 


WASHED  AIR  COOLING 

PROPERLY  ENGINEERED 


WILL  SOLVE  YOUR 
COOLING  PROBLEM 

Our  eleven  years'  experience  in  han- 
dling new  cooling  installations  and  re- 
modeling obsolete  systems  is  worth  con- 
sidering. Let  us  handle  your  cooling 
just  as  we  have  handled  hundreds  of 
satisfactory  installations  in  the  South- 
west. 


BERBER  BROTHERS 


"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always' 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD 


DALLAS,  TEXAS 
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De  Queen  Opening 
Attracts  Many 

De  Queen,  Ark. — A distinguished  audi- 
ence of  more  than  one  thousand  persons 
from  all  over  the  southwest  attended  the 
Queen  and  Gem  theatres  here  upon  the 
premiere  opening  of  the  Queen,  fourth  in 
the  new  K.  Lee  Williams  Theatres,  Inc., 
budding  young  circuit. 

Williams,  in  a brief  talk  from  the  stage 
of  the  Queen,  expressed  his  appreciation 
for  the  welcome  given  his  organization  in 
DeQueen  and  for  the  cooperation  he  re- 
ceived from  business  firms  and  indi- 
viduals. He  pledged  his  earnest  efforts  to 
give  the  community  shows  that  would  be 
appreciated. 

T.  H.  B.  WUliams,  85-year-old  father  of 
K.  Lee,  attended  the  opening.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams is  a former  railroad  shopman. 

Franze  Taylor  has  been  named  manager 
of  the  two  houses  here,  coming  from 
Conchas  Dam,  New  Mexico,  where  he 
managed  properties  of  R.  E.  Griffith  The- 
atres. Gerry  Doig,  who  owns  a theatre 
in  Minnesota  and  has  been  with  various 
roadshow  units  for  WUliams,  wUl  serve 
the  company  as  maintenance  man  and 
general  utUity  for  the  theatres  in  this 
section. 


Metro  Premium  Deals 

Charlotte — Metro  Premium  recent  deals 
are  announced  by  Ike  Katz,  southern  rep- 
resentative, as  follows:  Dillon  Theatre, 
Dillon,  S.  C.;  Carolina,  Lumberton,  N.  C.; 
Carolina,  Bennettesville,  S.  C.;  Dixie,  Kings 
Mountain,  N.  C.;  Roxie,  Bessemer  City, 
N.  C. 


JJENRY  A.  BROWNLEE,  Malco  manager, 
Russellville,  received  a cash  prize  as 
one  of  the  winners  in  a contest  held  in 
connection  with  a national  promotion  pro- 
gram. Last  fall  Brownlee  was  one  of  the 
winners  in  a national  all-American  base- 
ball contest. 

Gerry  Doig  will  serve  as  maintenance 
man  for  the  new  Queen  Theatre  and  the 
Gem  at  De  Queen  . . . Franze  Taylor  has 
arrived  in  De  Queen  from  Conchas  Dam, 
N.  M.,  and  has  begun  his  duties  as  man- 
ager of  the  Queen  and  Gem  in  De  Queen. 
He  has  been  with  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  and  the  R.  E.  Griffith  Theatres 
for  the  past  six  years.  He  is  a native  of 
Brownwood,  Tex. 

The  Palace  Theatre,  a Malco  house  in 
Jonesboro,  opened  March  3.  This  is  Jones- 
boro’s third  theatre.  The  new  theatre  was 
built  at  a cost  of  $60,000  and  replaces  the 
old  Palace,  which  has  been  closed  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Wallace  Beery,  screen  star,  landed  in 
Texarkana  last  Saturday  for  an  over- 
night stop,  which  he  termed  a “flying 
vacation.”  He  is  in  Hot  Springs  to  spend 
several  days. 


jg'ASHVILLE  theatre  managers  will  not 
say  that  announcement  of  prize  win- 
ners, or  even  the  Quiz  Contest  itself,  in- 
creased attendance.  At  the  Paramount, 
where  a $10,000  prize  was  awarded  to  Miss 
Mary  HUton,  the  house  was  crowded  at 
the  announcement  hour,  but  the  run  of 
“Jesse  James’’  had  just  begun  after  a 
strong  advertising  and  promotional  buUd- 
up.  Loew’s  had  a full  house,  but  was 
showing  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  with 
Carole  Lombard  and  James  Stewart.  None 
of  the  other  theatres  in  the  city  reported 
more  than  an  average  Monday  night  at- 
tendance. Tony  Sudekum,  president  of  the 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  and  operator  of 
all  local  theatres  except  Loew’s,  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Paramount  and  personally  con- 
gratiUated  Miss  Hilton.  The  contest  an- 
nouncement, according  to  reports  of  man- 
agers, had  little  or  no  effect  on  crowds 
at  Memphis,  Chattanooga,  or  Knoxville 
theatres. 

Mt.  Pleasant  had  Sunday  films  on  March 
5,  under  the  new  state  law,  as  the  result 
of  a three-to-two  vote  of  the  city  council 
on  March  2.  One  councilman,  who  was 
absent,  might  have  tied  the  vote.  The  city 
council  of  Franklin  has  been  petitioned 
for  a vote  on  Sunday  films  and  this  vote 
is  expected  at  the  next  meeting.  Consid- 
eration of  the  question  of  Sunday  shows 
by  the  city  council  of  Columbia  was  de- 
ferred at  the  March  2 meeting  because  two 
aldermen  were  absent.  The  council  is  said 
to  stand  six  to  four  in  favor  of  Sunday 
shows. 

M.  A.  Lightman,  manager  of  the  Malco 
chain  of  theatres  in  west  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  and  Mrs.  Lightman  of  Mem- 
phis are  back  from  a vacation  cruise  in 
the  Caribbean.  They  carried  a film  cam- 
era with  them  and  will  have  a private 
showing  for  their  friends  as  soon  as  the 


films  are  developed.  “I  have  been  exhibit- 
ing movies  for  a long  time,”  declared 
Lightman,  “but  this  is  my  first  experience 
in  making  them.” 

Nashville  theatres  were  highly  pleased 
with  attendance  at  the  first  Sunday  shows. 
A third  of  the  people  that  waited  to  get 
into  the  Knickerbocker  when  the  doors 
opened  at  3 o’clock  had  to  wait  for  the 
second  show.  Loew’s  also  had  to  turn  ’em 
away  for  the  first  show,  while  Paramount 
admitted  1,500  people  45  minutes  after 
opening  the  doors.  Lee  Castleberry,  man- 
ager of  the  Fifth  Avenue,  states  that 
Nashville  uxts  the  sixth  city  in  which  he 
has  been  operating  a theatre  when  Sunday 
shows  were  legalized.  “In  none  of  the 
others,”  Castleberry  adds,  “was  the  re- 
sponse of  the  public  as  warm  as  it  has 
been  in  Nashville.  In  most  places  it  has 
been  four  to  six  weeks  before  there  was 
any  appreciable  response.” 

The  inaugm-ation  of  Sunday  shows  in 
Nashville  brought  in  theatre  managers 
from  a dozen  or  more  small  towns  of  the 
state,  who  came  to  get  some  idea  of  the 
public  demand.  Information  gained  will 
be  used  in  getting  city  officials  and  busi- 
ness men  back  home  interested  in  making 
Sunday  shows  possible.  One  thing  to  be 
noted  was  that  lunch  stands  and  soda 
fountains  near  the  theatres  were  doing 
a sell-out  business  during  the  show  hours. 
This  will  afford  a strong  inducement  to 
small  town  merchants  to  support  the  the- 
atre manager’s  efforts  to  legalize  Simday 
shows  . . . E.  B.  Wiley  announces  reopen- 
ing of  the  modernized  Roxy  Tlieatre  in 
Union  City. 


New  McCarey  Pact 

Hollywood — ^A  two-year  producer-di- 
rector contract,  with  options  for  two  more, 
has  been  handed  to  Leo  McCarey  by  RKO. 


Did  You  Ever  Step  Into  a 

NATIONAL  STORE 

And  Compare  Prices  — Try  It  — You  Have  a 
Surprise  Coming  to  You 

You  will  find  Genuine  Simplex  Projectors.  Parts.  Sound  Systems. 
Hertner  Transverters.  Walker  Screens.  Carpet,  and  all  Miscella- 
neous supplies  and  equipment  PRICED  at  or  below  merchandise 
of  equal  or  better  quality.  Try  National  First — You'll  Be  Back. 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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Q W.  HAYNES  of  the  Strand  Enterprises 
has  announced  that  effective  March  15 
he  will  take  over  the  operation  of  both 
of  the  theatres  in  Ripley,  Miss.  Tire  New 
Theatre  was  built  the  past  year  and  has 
been  operated  by  C.  F.  Crawford  and  the 
other  house,  the  Dixie,  has  been  operated 
by  Mrs.  J.  D.  Pitner  and  Mrs.  O.  F.  Street 
for  the  past  ten  years. 


New  Ingleside  Theatre 
Destroyed  by  Fire 

Dallas — News  of  the  total  destruction 
by  fire  of  the  Studio  Theatre  at  Ingle- 
side, Tex.,  a few  miles  out  of  Aransas 
Pass,  was  received  at  Dallas  early  in  the 
week.  Nothing  was  saved,  with  the  loss 
partially  covered  by  $1,000  insurance,  the 
report  said.  The  Studio  was  opened  a few 
months  ago  by  F.  I.  Newbury,  who  is 
making  plans  to  rebuild  the  house. 


E.  W.  Churchwell,  exhibitor  at  Savan- 
nah, Tenn.,  has  been  confined  to  his  home 
several  days  due  to  the  flu  . . . Ollie  Wil- 
liamson, Warner  branch  manager,  is  to 
leave  Thursday  to  atteiid  the  manager’s 
coiivention  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  in  New 
York  City  March  13  and  14.  He  will  be 
in  the  big  city  Saturday  and  Sunday  see- 
ing the  sights. 

George  Simpson,  traffic  manager  for  the 
Film  Transit,  has  just  returned  from  a trip 
to  Charlotte  . . . W.  F.  Sonneman  of  Fay- 
etteville, Ai'k.,  was  in  Memphis  this  week 
for  a couple  of  days  doing  his  booking 
for  his  three  houses  in  Fayetteville  and 
the  Concord  in  Springdale  and  Plaza  at 
Bentonville. 

Tom  Kirk,  M-G-M's  office  manager,  has 
just  returned  from  a trip  to  Lawrence- 
burg,  Tenn.,  where  he  visited  his  mother 
. . . Dutch  Davitts  of  the  Dixie  Theatre, 
Winona,  Miss.,  is  confined  to  his  bed  due 
to  illness. 

Jim  Kane,  manager  for  M.  A.  Light- 
man’s  theatres  in  Conway,  was  in  town  a 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


20111/2  Jackson  St. 
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few  days  this  week  . . . “Cookie”  Johnson, 
booker’s  secretary  at  Monogram,  was  mar- 
ried February  12  to  David  L.  Ely.  Miss 
Johnson  has  been  associated  with  the  film 
business  for  several  years,  having  been 
with  Republic  in  Charlotte  and  Tampa. 
She  has  been  in  Memphis  about  a year. 
Ely  is  connected  with  Wurzburg  Bros.,  a 
supply  house  in  Memphis. 

Joe  Wheeler,  who  has  recently  taken 
over  the  Roxy  Theatre  in  Memphis,  spent 
a few  days  last  week  in  Little  Rock,  his 
home  town.  He  formerly  operated  a num- 
ber of  theatres  in  Little  Rock  . . . Loyd  Mil- 
ler, booker  at  Republic,  has  just  returned 
from  a trip  into  west  Tennessee  . . . M.  A. 
Lightman  and  Mrs.  Lightman  and  two 
children,  M.  A.  jr.  and  Jean,  just  returned 
from  Houston,  Tex.,  where  they  attended 
the  wedding  of  Lightman’s  niece. 

Universal  held  a trade  screening  on  “The 
Spirit  of  Culver”  Sunday,  March  5,  at 
the  Strand  Theatre,  Memphis.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Culver  Club  were  honored 
guests  . . . Mike  Bright,  mayor  of  Ti’oy, 
Term.,  has  taken  over  the  operation  of 
the  Ti'oy  Theatre. 

Last  Monday  night  the  employes  of  Uni- 
versal surprised  Jimmy  Prichard  with  a 
dinner  party  at  the  Variety  Club  in  honor 
of  his  first  anniversary  as  branch  mana- 
ger . . . Monday  afternoon  was  the  first 
ladies’  day  at  the  Variety  Club  and  about 
125  were  present  for  the  luncheon  . . . 
Y.  D.  Moore,  exhibitor  at  McKenzie,  Tenn., 
has  been  on  the  sick  list. 

Joe  Jones,  Monogram  salesman,  has  just 
returned  from  a trip  into  Mississippi  . . . 
J.  P.  Sesta  and  Sam  Shapin,  auditors  for 
Warner,  are  visiting  the  Memphis  exchange 
. . . C.  H.  School,  auditor  for  M-G-M, 
has  just  completed  an  audit  of  the  Mem- 
phis branch. 


WANT  TO  BUY 
A Theatre 

in  a small  Texas,  Arkansas  or 
Louisiana  town.  In  answering, 
give  full  details  as  to  seating  ca- 
pacity, equipment  and  condition. 
All  replies  will  be  held  in  strict 
confidence.  B-1102,  BOXOFFICE, 
4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo, 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 


QARMEN  FLOWERS,  Little  Theatre  ac- 
tress, is  Hollywood  bound  next  week 
to  join  Max  Reinhardt’s  Theatre  Work- 
shop. She  has  worked  with  the  Federal 
Theatre  Project  in  New  Orleans  and  was 
“Miss  Texanita”  at  the  Dallas  Exposition 
prior  to  that. 

The  passing  parade:  Don  Castle,  M-G-M 
player,  passed  through  here  en  route  from 
Houston  to  the  West  Coast;  Johnny  Weis- 
muller, also  a Metro  star,  came  through 
from  Hollywood  to  Florida  to  work  in  an 
undersea  picture.  Ditto  Harry  Rapf, 
M-G-M  associate  producer  to  join  the  com- 
pany now  on  location  “shooting”  the  Tar- 
zan  picture.  Julius  Sack,  sales  promotion 
for  Schenley  Products  of  New  York  City, 
also  was  a recent  Santone  caller.  He  is 
the  brother  of  Alfred  and  Lester  Sack, 
heads  of  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises  of 
Dallas,  Atlanta  and  Chicago. 

New  faces  seen  around  the  Azteca  (Latin- 
American)  Film  Exchange  here  are  Miss 
Lupitina  Narro,  office  stenographer,  and 
George  W.  Meyer,  poster  department  clerk 
. . . Dorita  Ceprano,  who  has  played  in 
Mexican  talking  pictures,  is  pleasing  the 
natives  over  at  the  National  Theatre  with 
her  songs  and  imitations  . . . The  Yacht 
Club  Boys’  “Mirth  of  a Nation  Revue”  is 
playing  the  Majestic  Theatre  this  week 
. . . Jean  Finley,  20th-Fox  exploiteer, 
Dallas,  was  a recent  visitor  at  the  Inter- 
state City  Office. 

We  herewith  express  our  thanks  for  the 
swell  feed  the  other  afternoon  at  the  Az- 
teca Films  Dist.  Co.,  honoring  J.  J.  Jime- 
nez’s fourth  anniversary  in  the  film  busi- 
ness. Boxoffice  wishes  the  exchange 
many  happy  returns  of  the  day  and  may 
it  continue  to  grow  and  prosper  in  the  fu- 
ture as  it  has  in  the  past. 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  86) 
the  house  compared  with  most  anything  in 
the  country. 

C.  P.  Logan,  former  owner  of  theatres 
at  Burkburnett  who  sold  out  to  Griffith, 
and  who  has  been  spending  his  time  in 
California  lately,  was  in  Dallas  during  the 
week  and  dropped  by  the  Row  to  shake 
hands  with  friends. 

Hugo  Plath,  who  has  sold  the  Mecca  at 
Jacksboro  to  A.  T.  Blum,  has  moved  to 
Austin  where  he  will  be  associated  with 
J.  J.  Hegman  in  the  operation  of  the  Ritz. 
He  is  Hegman’s  brother-in-law. 

Flu  has  been  playing  havoc  with  man- 
power on  Elm  St.  and  Harwood.  Inter- 
state has  been  crippled  with  P.  K.  John- 
ston, Harry  Sachs,  Frank  Starz  and  Ray 
Beall  out  at  the  same  time.  Others  in  that 
office  also  were  on  the  sick  list.  S.  L. 
Oakley,  Jefferson’s  Dallas  manager,  was 
confined  a few  days  with  the  same  malady 
and  Ray  Elkins,  R&R’s  purchasing  agent, 
had  the  same  trouble.  In  the  Republic 
office.  Sales  Manager  Lloyd  Rust  and 
Booker  Max  Sexton  were  off  duty  the  first 
half  of  the  week.  J.  O.  (Pinky)  McClana- 
han.  National  Screen  artist,  just  managed 
to  ward  off  pneumonia. 
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Theatre  Fan  News  Sheet 
Appears  in  Atlanta 

Atlanta  The  appearance  of  The 
Capitol  Theatre  News,  organ  published  for 
the  Lucas  & Jenkins  house,  has  aroused 
much  interest. 

At  present,  the  News  is  an  eight-page 
booklet,  containing  theatre  and  movie 
news,  and  ads.  Earl  Holden,  manager  of 
the  theatre,  is  in  charge  of  copy  and  lay- 
out. He  said  plans  are  underway  to  print 
a four-page  tabloid  newspaper  in  the  near 
future. 


Dixons  House  Burns 

Dallas  — Donald  A.  Dixon’s  suburban 
theatre,  the  Haskell,  was  badly  damaged 
by  fire  early  Tlrursday  morning.  Booth 
and  sound  equipment  and  a large  part  of 
the  seats  were  destroyed.  The  loss  is  esti- 
mated at  $15,000. 


Plans  Own  Plant 

Atlanta — Bemie  Shapiro,  formerly  with 
Ti’iangle  Poster  Printing  Co.,  will  open  his 
own  plant  March  15  in  the  Crumley  Bldg., 
Walton  and  Pairlie  Sts. 


Files  Incorporation  Papers 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — The  Carlisle  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Inc.,  of  Lonoke,  has  filed  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation  with  the  secretary 
of  state.  G.  W.  Jones,  Lonoke,  was  named 
resident  agent. 


Jolly  Timer — 

Roy  Maxon,  well-known  hand  leader 
and  trombonist,  featured  more  than 
seven  years  by  Paul  Whiteman,  who 
has  been  selected  by  the  Atlanta  Jolly 
Club,  Filmrow  social  group,  to  furnish 
the  music  at  its  Silver  Dance  on  March 
18  at  the  Atlanta  Athletic  Club.  N.  E. 
Savini  and  his  entertainment  commit- 
tee selected  Maxon  from  several  avail- 
able topnotch  bands,  and  urge  exhibi- 
tors to  attend  the  dance. 


Atlanta  Is  the  "Star" 

In  a Publicity  Short 

Atlanta  — This  city  made  its  screen 
debut  when  a series  of  “personality  points’’ 
were  filmed  for  the  convention  and  visitor’s 
bureau  in  a picture  designed  to  attract  the 
nation’s  tourists  to  the  “Gate  City  of  the 
South.’’ 

The  fUm  was  made  by  W.  H.  Kimberley, 
head  of  Visugraphic  Film  Corp.,  and 
shots  included  the  principal  points  of  in- 
terest in  the  city,  including  the  world- 
famous  Cyclorama  painting  of  the  Battle 
of  Atlanta,  Wren’s  Nest,  home  of  Joel 
Chandler  Harris,  famed  creator  of  the 
Uncle  Remus  stories,  and  the  residence  of 
Margaret  Mitchell,  author  of  “Gone  With 
the  Wind.” 

The  film  was  shown  at  the  Roxy  The- 
atre the  same  night,  and  ran  a week  there. 

New  Marquees,  Boards 
For  Georgia  Houses 

Atlanta — Channing  Whitman,  president 
of  Associated  Neon  & Light  Co.,  announces 
his  company  will  complete  installation  of 
the  entire  theatre  fronts,  including  mar- 
quees and  attraction  boards,  for  the  new 
Sylvan,  Atlanta,  and  the  Fulton,  Hapeville. 

Both  houses  are  operated  by  East  Point 
Amusement  Co. 


To  Decorate  Haynes  Theatres 

Durant,  Miss. — The  Haynes  theatres  at 
Lexington  and  Durant,  Miss.,  will  be  given 
a remodeling  and  painting. 


DOUBLY  GUARANTEED 
THEATRE  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRE  COOLING  is  a science.  Every  theatre  presents  a new  set  of  air 
conditioning  problems  which  must  always  be  resolved  into  the  same  answer 
— Customer  Comfort. 

"ARCTIC  NU-AIR"  is  the  oldest  and  most  relied  name  in  theatre  cooling — 
"Arctic  Nu-Air"  represents  the  best  of  all  types  of  air  conditioning  equipment 
for  controlled  theatre  comfort.  Over  6,000  successful  installations  are  proof 
of  these  statements. 

BUY  AIR  CONDITIONING  and  cooling  equipment  which  is  doubly  guaran- 
teed — by  the  name  of  the  maker  and  the  name  of  the  distributor. 

WHETHER  YOUR  PROBLEM  be  a simple  minor  correction  in  your  present 
system,  or  a complete  new  Arctic  Nu-Air  installation,  call  or  write  our  Engi- 
neering Service  for  competent  advice  and  estimates. 

COMFORTABLE  PATRONS  bring  comforting  profits. 


WIL-KTN 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


AN  ARCTIC  NU-AIR  BLOWER 

Perfectly  balanced,  sturdy,  powerful 
and  quiet.  Forces  air  through  ducts 
and  deflectors.  Equipped  with  Multi 
V-Belt  silent  drive.  A complete  line 
of  Arctic  Nu-Air  blowers,  washers, 
hydraulic  controls  and  other  equip- 
ment is  ready  for  shipment  at  all 
times. 
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CIIIICIILA.  ClITY 

^HE  FIRST  annual  Pai'amount  Pep  Club 
party  in  celebration  of  the  4-Star  Cam- 
paign was  held  in  the  Huckins  Hotel  last 
week  with  a distinguished  list  of  guests 
at  which  Sam  Brunk,  Paramount  ex- 
change broker  here,  represented  Exchange 
Manager  Jack  Curry  with  a blacksnake 
whip  “for  use  in  the  drive”  and  during 
which  16mm  films  of  employe  activities 
were  shown.  Those  who  dined  and 
danced  included:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bert 
Turgeon  of  Standard  Theatres,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walter  B.  Shuttee  of  Standard  The- 
atres, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Curry,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  R.  Moran  of  Republic,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sam  Brunk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Rucker,  Mr.  and  Mi’S.  T.  H.  McKean,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  Nicholson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Athel  Boyter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Plumlee, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Wilkins,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Hawk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon 
Watkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Busyer  Bichols, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Elms,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bill  Nichols,  Anne  Mildred  Moore,  George 
Gaughan,  Mary  Nell  Erickson,  Jimmie 
Wilson,  Genevieve  Lee,  Van  Phillips,  Doris 
Custles,  Calvin  Hammack,  Leota  Pink- 
ston, C.  J.  Sharpe,  Ruby  Irma  Lee  Andes, 
Francis  Thompson,  Reggie  Pappas,  Fran- 
cis Maddox,  Nell  Clay,  Bill  Maddox,  Syl- 
via Mayes,  James  Chew,  Claudine  DeBerry 
and  Ed  Chumley.  Oscar  Morgan,  Para- 
mount division  manager  and  Hugh  Braley, 
district  manager,  were  honored  guests. 

Tom  Dyer,  L.  J.  Kimbriel  and  J.  Eldon 
Peak  of  the  Oklahoma  Theatre  Supply  Co., 
hack  from  an  extended  business  trip 
through  the  middle  west  as  far  up  as  Chi- 
cago . . . Louis  Groves  in  town  doing 
plain  and  fancy  booking  for  his  theatres 
. . . S.  J.  Callahan  has  purchased  the  Best 
Theatre  at  Broken  Bow  from  Charles 
Buffum. 

You  don’t  have  to  believe  it,  but  here 
is  an  exhibitor  paying  tribute  to  a film 
salesman  by  holding  a special  week  at  his 
theatre  dedicated  to  that  salesman,  so 
advertised,  and  playing  only  his  com- 
pany’s product.  Exhibitor  is  the  w.  k. 
Casey  Phillips  who  has  the  Eagle  Theatre 
at  Stillwell.  Film  salesman  is  W.  C. 
“Blackie”  Blackstone,  Warner  peddler. 
Date  is  set  for  week  of  March  19  and  Phil- 
lips has  already  started  advertising  and 
boosting  “Blackstone  Week”  when  he  will 
show,  “Four  Daughters,”  “Four’s  a 
Crowd”  and  “Valley  of  the  Giants”  as  a 
tribute  to  Blackie. 

An  unconfirmed  report  has  it  that 
Southwestern  Theatres  have  sold  their 
Ismo  at  Coffeyville  to  Fox  West  Coast  in- 
terests. 

A group  of  ministers,  heads  of  clubs  and 
others  attended  a preview  of  “Birth  of  a 
Baby”  at  Enid,  after  the  ministerial  group 
had  conferred  with  city  officials  about 
banning  the  film  for  public  showing  to 
mixed  crowds.  Following  the  preview,  the 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1913%  Morris  Are.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


More  Testimonials 
Honor  Walthall 

Dallas — Testimonials  continue  to  pour 
in  to  the  local  offices  of  National  The- 
atre Supply  in  recognition  of  Wallace 
Walthall  Month  for  the  veteran  who  has 
been  with  the  company  for  15  years. 
Among  the  latest  are: 

From  H.  R.  Falls  of  Oklahoma  City — "I  take 
this  opportunity  of  congratulating:  you  on  your 
15th  anniversary  with  National  Screen  Service. 
You  and  I have  been  very  closely  associated  dur- 
ing these  past  15  years  and  I can  honestly  go 
on  record  that  I have  had  no  association  that  has 
been  more  pleasant.  Here’s  wishing  you  15  years 
more  of  continued  success  with  the  fine  com- 
pany you  represent.” 

From  Roy  D.  Thrash,  Textile.  Inc. — *Tt  is  a 
privilege  of  which  I am  proud  to  join  your 
host  of  sincere  friends  in  affectionate  congratu- 
lations on  the  15th  anniversary  of  your  genuine 
service  to  the  industry  through  National  Screen 
Service.  May  the  future  bring  many  other  occa- 
sions for  such  happy  celebrations.” 

George  P.  O’Rourke  of  Dallas — "Congratulations 
and  felicitations,  or  in  plain  everyday  Filmrow 
language:  Hearty  good  wishes  on  this  occasion 
with  a sincere  knowledge  that  the  next  15  will 
be  even  greater  hits.” 

Zela  Kelly  and  Archie  Hunter  of  Dallas — "We 
want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  our  sin- 
cere best  wishes  and  congratulations  to  you  on 
your  15th  anniversary  with  the  National  Screen 
Service  organization.” 

C.  O.  Fulgham,  Griffith  Amusement  Co. — 
"Congratulations  Wallace  on  your  15th  year  with 
National  Screen.  In  appreciation  of  our  long- 
established  relationship  with  you  and  your  com- 
pany, we  pledge  our  one  hundred  per  cent  co- 
operation with  you  in  the  Wallace  Walthall  drive. 
Kind  personal  regards.” 

Fire  Severely  Damages 
Magnolia.  Ala..  House 

Magnolia,  Ala. — Fire  in  the  projection 
room  of  the  Nolia  Theatre  created  more 
excitement  than  an  action-packed  Sat- 
urday show  when  two  volunteer  fire-fight- 
ers were  hmt  as  a portion  of  the  house 
collapsed. 

One  man  suffered  a broken  arm,  and 
the  other  was  cut.  More  than  50  patrons 
in  the  house  filed  out  in  an  orderly  man- 
ner as  flames  crept  over  the  building. 
'The  house  was  badly  damaged,  but  no 
estimate  on  the  damage  was  made. 


various  women  representing  the  YWCA 
mothers’  clubs  and  other  organizations, 
said  they  had  no  objection  to  the  showing 
of  the  picture.  It  is  set  for  the  Rivoli. 

Dr.  Winnie  M.  Sanger,  national  con- 
sumers commission  chairman  for  Okla- 
homa, has  released  publicity  to  state 
newspapers  showing  that  there  are  61  di- 
rect and  hidden  taxes  included  in  the  price 
of  an  average  motion  picture  theatre 
ticket.  More  than  16  per  cent  of  the  price 
of  the  average  admission  ticket  is  due  to 
the  imposition  of  41  federal  and  20  state 
and  local  taxes,  her  survey  reveals.  Her 
figures  showed  85  per  cent  of  local  fami- 
lies spending  a yearly  average  of  $15  on 
theatre  admissions. 

Settlement  of  the  $35,000  damage  suit 
of  Mrs.  Mary  I.  Naylor,  Blackwell,  against 
the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.,  for  $1,000, 
has  been  announced  as  the  case  was 
scheduled  to  go  to  trial  in  federal  district 
court  here.  She  alleged  that  she  was  in- 
jured as  the  result  of  a fall  in  the  Rivoli 
in  Blackwell,  Jan.  14,  1937.  She  charged 
improper  lights  and  negligence. 


m ii[  A m I 

jyjAKING  the  most  of  capitalizing  on  the 
publicity  attendant  upon  the  shelving 
of  “I  Take  This  Woman”  (while  waiting 
for  the  federal  judge’s  decision  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  claims  made  by  the  de- 
fendants in  the  pending  monopoly  suit 
that  there  is  insufficient  evidence  for  such 
a suit  and  that  the  federal  court  does  not 
have  jurisdiction  to  prosecute  such  a suit) , 
the  Cameo  Theatre  is  reviving  Hedy  La- 
Marr’s  “Algiers”  . . . and  there  is  still 
no  definite  word  about  her  previously  an- 
nounced visit  to  Miami. 

Anent  stars,  Dili  Damita  and  Errol  Flynn 
are  the  outstandingly  successful  publicity 
dodgers  of  the  era  down  here.  They  have 
been  guests  at  one  of  the  quieter  hotels 
for  more  than  a week  without  being  sub- 
jected to  either  flash  bulbs  or  autograph 
pests.  They  ought  to  write  a book  on  how 
they  do  it,  friends  suggest. 

The  new  manager  of  the  Dixie  Theatre 
in  Brooksville  is  W.  Howard  Smith.  One 
could  wish  this  new  owner  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a continuance  of  the  fine  busi- 
ness this  house  enjoyed  under  its  previous, 
longtime  owner.  Bob  Oulette  . . . Closed 
several  weeks  ago,  and  having  announced 
no  reopening  date  is  the  Lake  Theatre  at 
Lakeland. 

When  the  excitement  of  the  final  day 
at  the  big  track  at  Hialeah  last  Saturday 
was  over  one  of  the  many  who  start  look- 
ing forward  to  next  season  is  Charlie 
Mott  of  the  Hialeah  Theatre.  The  closing 
of  the  big  track  means  no  change  in  hours 
or  prices,  however,  as  these  remain  the 
same  at  this  suburban  house  all  the  year 
around.  Even  if  he  does  face  a long,  quiet 
summer,  he  can  do  it  with  a big  smile  for 
he  has  just  received  figures  on  his  total 
business  of  the  past  year  . . . and  it’s  well 
up  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

E.  W.  Loew,  head  of  the  New  England 
chain  bearing  his  name,  and  Peter  Lau- 
detti,  president  of  the  Providence  (R.  I.) 
Open  Air  Theatre  and  of  the  Miami  Drive- 
In  Theatre,  in  which  he  is  associated  with 
Loew,  are  vacationing  in  Miami.  Loew  is 
staying  at  the  Grand  Plaza  Hotel  on  the 
beach  where  Herman  Rifkin,  manager  of 
the  Republic  Exchange  at  Boston,  also  is 
spending  a brief  vacation.  Both  Laudetti 
and  Loew  are  also  here  for  business  mat- 
ters relative  to  real  estate  holdings  which 
they  have  in  this  area. 

And  “we  have  with  us  in  Miami”  this 
week  Charlie  Kessnich,  manager  of  M-G-M 
branch  office  in  Atlanta,  Hubert  Lyons  of 
the  Atlanta  branch  office  of  RKO,  Al 
Wilkie  of  Paramount’s  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising department — down  for  confer- 
ences at  the  Max  Fleischer  studios  about 
the  forthcoming  full-length  release,  “Gul- 
liver’s Travels” — and  Jess  Clark  Tampa, 
west  coast  supervisor  for  United  Theatres. 
Clark  is  accompanied  by  Boliver  Hyde, 
city  manager  of  St.  Petersburg. 


WB  Prepares  "Toes" 

Hollywood — “On  Your  Toes,”  the  Rodg- 
ers-Hart  musical,  is  being  prepared  by 
Warner  Bros.,  with  Sig  Herczig  on  the 
script. 


90 


BOXOFFICE  March  11,  1939 


Fire  Victims  Are 
Known  to  Trade 

Halifax — The  disastrous  mUlion-doUar 
fire  that  razed  the  Queen  Hotel  and  ad- 
jacent properties  and  took  more  than  a 
score  of  lives  last  week  was  a shock  to 
the  motion  picture  trade  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces — ^not  only  because  exhibitors 
and  branch  travelers  had  been  guests  over- 
night there  themselves  at  different  times, 
but  because  everyone  in  the  industry  knew 
some  of  the  victims. 

One  of  those  listed  as  “missing”  after- 
ward was  R.  T.  (Reg)  Caldwell  of  Kent- 
ville,  inspector  of  amusement  tax  for  Nova 
Scotia,  who  had  been  associated  with  the 
provincial  board  of  censors  in  this  posi- 
tion for  five  years. 

Mr.  Caldwell  was  54  years  old.  A de- 
scendant of  United  Empire  Loyalists,  he 
was  born  in  Berwick,  N.  S.,  and  began  his 
career  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocery 
business.  In  the  provincial  election  of 
1925  he  was  a successful  candidate  and 
was  returned  to  the  legislature  in  1928. 

Another  believed  to  have  perished  in 
the  huge  blaze  was  W.  H.  (BUD  Lennox, 
Maritime  manager  for  the  Canadian 
Germicide  Co.,  who  frequently  called  on 
the  theatre  managers  to  supply  their 
needs  in  disinfectants. 

StUl  another  known  to  the  trade  was 
Charles  Cohen,  who  was  once  connected 
with  carnival  shows  and  was  also  a box- 
ing promoter.  He  was  at  one  time  light- 
weight boxing  champion  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Local  theatremen  knew  Roy  Clinton 
(Slim)  Bibber,  who  had  been  operating  an 
advertising  agency  in  Sydney  and  Halifax. 
He,  too,  was  “missing.” 

More  fortunate  was  Leslie  A.  Sprague, 
operator  at  the  Empire  Theatre  in  Saint 
John,  partner  in  the  Maritime  Theatre 
Equipment  concern  there  as  well,  who  was 
acclaimed  in  the  press  as  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  fire. 

Mr.  Sprague  awoke  when  he  heard  a 
crashing  noise  in  the  hotel  hallway,  open- 
ed the  door  and  was  greeted  with  a seeth- 
ing mass  of  flame.  He  went  to  the  win- 
dow and  heard  other  hotel  guests  scream- 
ing for  ladders.  Seeing  no  ladders, 
Sprague  dressed  himself,  then  threw  his 
mattress  out  the  window  and  leaped.  He 
landed  safely  on  the  mattress  — on  a 
lower  roof  20  feet  below  and  across  a 
six-foot  alley.  Then  he  proceeded  to  help 
firemen  rescue  other  guests. 

The  only  “injuries”  he  received  were 
slight  shock  and  singed  hair  on  his  head. 
He  remained  at  Halifax  temporarily  while 
his  brother  and  partner,  A.  C.  Sprague, 
sent  over  his  newsreel  camera  by  plane 
from  Saint  John  so  films  could  be  taken 
for  Universal. 

Theatremen  in  the  Maritimes  are 
watching  closely  the  governmental  de- 
velopments that  are  following  the  fire. 
Already  there  are  indications  in  both 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bnmswick  that  the 
provincial  officials  will  tighten  up  on  in- 
spection of  hotels  and  other  buildings  to 
which  the  public  has  access. 


Pro-Sunday  Show  Legislation 
Must  Wait  Year  in  Ontario 


Toronto — On  the  eve  of  the  opening  of 
the  Ontario  legislature,  March  8,  Attor- 
ney-General Gordon  Conant  announced 
that  the  provincial  cabinet  had  decided  to 
shelve  the  proposal  for  one  year  to  intro- 
duce legislation  for  the  amending  of  pres- 
ent statutes  to  permit  commercial  amuse- 
ments on  Sundays  for  the  reason  that  the 
time  was  too  short  to  devote  thorough  con- 
sideration to  requests  for  the  widening  of 
Sunday  observance. 

“Since  the  requests  for  such  legislation 
are  quite  recent,”  he  declared,  “no  action 
will  be  taken  by  the  government  at  this 
session  to  change  present  Sunday  laws  in 
Ontario.” 

This  pronouncement  was  made  at  the 
close  of  a lengthy  cabinet  meeting  but  it 
followed  weU-organized  protests  from 
many  church  organizations  against  any 
change  in  the  Lord’s  Day  Act.  Some  weeks 
ago,  Attorney-General  Conant  himself  had 
declared  that  some  of  the  restrictions  on 
Sunday  activities  would  be  lifted  to  per- 
mit entertainments  and  sports  after  2 
p.  m.  on  the  Lord’s  Day  and  this  inten- 
tion was  confirmed  by  Hon.  M.  F.  Hep- 
burn, the  Ontario  premier.  This  appar- 
ently was  a feeler,  however,  and  the 
declaration  was  the  signal  for  Province- 


wide protests  from  religious  leaders. 

No  reference  was  made  to  a proposal  for 
the  restoration  of  an  amusement  tax  in 
Ontario  although  this  had  been  requested 
by  several  municipalities  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a source  of  additional  revenue,  the 
suggestion  being  made  that  the  Province 
revive  the  levy  abolished  in  June,  1937, 
with  the  proceeds  being  apportioned  among 
the  cities  and  towns  on  a pro  rata  basis. 
This  measure  may  yet  come  before  the 
legislature  in  the  form  of  a bill.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  the  tax  on  gaso- 
line, now  standing  at  six  cents  per  gal- 
lon, will  be  raised  to  provide  further  reve- 
nue for  road  improvement  and  street 
cleaning,  particularly  in  the  removal  of 
snow. 

Restrictive  regulations  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  16mm  films  is  to  be  introduced  be- 
fore the  assembly,  particularly  with  re- 
spect to  the  licensing  of  traveling  shows 
and  protective  measures  for  the  public 
safety  in  the  type  of  buildings  in  which 
moving  picture  performances  can  be  pre- 
sented. Minor  changes,  if  any,  in  the 
regulations  governing  the  operation  of 
recognized  theatres  are  to  be  expected  be- 
cause the  code  has  been  brought  up  to 
date  in  the  past  year  or  two. 


Goldstone  Helms  New 
House  at  Peterboro 

Toronto — The  latest  addition  to  the  in- 
dependent field  in  Canada  is  the  Centre 
Theatre  at  Peterboro,  Ontario,  a 700-seat 
house  which  has  been  opened  by  Sam 
Ulster  and  S.  Goldstone,  two  veteran  the- 
atre owners  of  Toronto.  Mr.  Goldstone 
leaves  the  direction  of  the  Rex  in  To- 
ronto to  assume  the  management  of  the 
new  theatre.  Peterboro,  a city  of  24,000, 
has  two  other  theatres,  one  of  them  being 
the  Capitol,  a Famous  Players’  unit  which 
seats  1,100. 

The  Centre  was  originally  the  Royal 
Theatre  which  had  been  dark  for  years — 
since  the  advent  of  sound.  The  structure 
was  practically  rebuilt  at  a cost  of  $30,000, 
with  entirely  new  equipment  and  new 
front,  the  accommodation  including  de 
luxe  seats. 

With  the  transfer  of  Goldstone  to  Peter- 
boro, Aaron  Wolfe,  formerly  of  the 
Duchess  Theatre,  Toronto,  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  Toronto  Rex. 


Soucie  Opens  LaSalle 
At  Kirkland  Lake 

Toronto  — Northern  Ontario’s  mining 
country  boasts  still  another  handsome  the- 
atre in  the  opening  of  the  LaSalle  at 
Kirkland  under  the  management  of  E.  C. 
Soucie,  formerly  owner  of  the  Lyric  The- 
atre at  Hornepayne.  The  LaSalle,  seats 
800  and  is  owned  by  Cinemas  Rousson- 
Trudeau,  Ltd.  Film  programs  are  being 
booked  into  the  LaSalle  by  J.  O.  Scott  of 
Weston,  Ont. 


No  New  Taxes  Is 
Pledge  of  Sask. 

Regina,  Sask. — The  opening  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan legislature  here  brought  the 
announcement  by  Premier  W.  J.  Patterson 
that  no  taxation  increases  nor  new  taxes 
were  contemplated  for  that  province.  This 
means  that  Saskatchewan  wiU  continue 
the  policy  of  not  imposing  an  amusement 
tax  on  theatre  admissions,  although  sev- 
eral cities  in  that  province  impose  a local 
levy  on  admission  tickets. 

At  the  present  time  in  the  Dominion 
there  are  three  provinces  which  do  not  de- 
rive revenue  through  an  amusement  tax, 
these  being  Ontario,  Quebec  and  Sas- 
katchewan. In  the  case  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  however,  there  is  a ticket  tax 
amounting  to  approximately  ten  per  cent 
of  admission  prices,  the  proceeds  of  which 
are  turned  over  to  the  hospitals  and  simi- 
lar institutions. 

In  Saskatchewan,  the  civic  tax  is  col- 
lected on  admissions  to  theatres  in  Regina, 
Saskatoon  and  Moose  Jaw. 


College  Opens  April  1 

Toronto — Work  is  well  in  hand  in  the 
construction  of  the  College  Theatre  at 
Brantford,  Ont.,  which  is  scheduled  to 
open  April  1 under  the  ownership  of  Wil- 
liam Taylor  of  Brantford,  this  to  make  the 
fourth  theatre  in  a city  of  32,000.  The 
College  will  seat  600. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  11,  1939  K 


91 


F-P  Common  Shareholders  MusBUlIl  Patrons 

Receiving  Voting  Power  Hear  Norrish 


Toronto — With  the  termination  of  the 
voting  trust  agreement  on  March  6,  com- 
mon shares  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  Toronto,  which  had  been  controll- 
ed by  the  three  trustees  for  the  past  10 
years,  were  removed  from  listing  on  the 
stock  exchanges  and  the  work  of  issuing 
the  stock  certificates  to  shareholders  in 
whose  names  they  were  registered  pro- 
ceeded forthwith,  this  action  transferring 
voting  power  to  the  share  owners. 

The  expiration  of  the  agreement  meant 
the  dissolution  of  the  trusteeship  held  by 
Adolph  Zukor,  representing  Paramount 
interests,  I.  W.  Killam  of  Montreal  and 
N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  of  the  Cana- 
dian theatre  chain,  and  the  withdrawal  of 
connection  with  the  Canadian  company  of 
Mr.  Zukor,  now  in  England,  who  has 
been  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  Famous  Players. 

The  next  step  will  be  the  financial  re- 
organization of  Famous  Players,  it  is  de- 
clared, with  Canadian  investors  becoming 
interested  in  the  chain  to  the  degree  that 
the  control  of  the  company  will  revert  to 
the  Dominion.  No  formal  announcement 
has  been  forthcoming  regarding  the  plan 
of  refinancing  because  President  Nathan- 
son has  been  spending  the  winter  in  Flor- 
ida but  his  return  to  Toronto  in  the  near 
future  is  expected. 

In  the  meantime,  an  action  by  H.  W. 
Phelan  of  Toronto  in  the  supreme  court 
of  Ontario  against  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  and  officials  of  Paramount- 
Publix  stands  adjourned.  H.  W.  Phelan  is 
said  to  represent  a group  of  common 
shareholders  and  the  action  involves  the 
exchange  of  shares  nine  years  ago  in 
which  five  shares  of  Famous  Players  were 
replaced  by  four  of  Paramount-Publix 
common — with  the  exception  of  a com- 
paratively small  block  of  FP  stock  the 
holders  of  which  would  not  exchange  for 
the  Paramount-Publix  issue.  Subsequent- 
ly, Paramount-Publix  went  into  receiver- 
ship. The  hearing  of  the  legal  action  will 
open  shortly,  it  is  understood. 

At  the  time  of  removal  of  the  voting 
trust  shares  of  Famous  Players  from  trad- 
ing, the  common  was  quoted  at  $22.00  on 
the  board  of  Canadian  exchanges. 

It  is  recalled  that,  at  the  time  when 
Famous  Players  passed  into  control  of 
Paramount,  Mr.  Nathanson  resigned  as 
managing  director  of  the  company  and  Mr. 
Zukor  became  president.  Several  years 
later  Mr.  Nathanson  returned  as  president 
and  Mr.  Zukor  became  chairman  of  the 
board,  a newly  created  office  which  he  had 
since  held.  Mr.  Nathanson’s  resignation 
came  when  a reported  offer  of  $75  per 
share  by  Gaumont-British  for  the  Cana- 
dian company  was  turned  down. 


Hamilton  Dividend 

Montreal — Directors  of  Hamilton  Uni- 
ted Theatres  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  declared 
a regular  dividend  of  11/2  psr  cent  on  the 
preferred  stock,  payable  March  31,  to 
shareholders  of  record  March  15. 


A Role  for  Films 


Montreal — Use  of  the  motion  picture 
theatre  in  wartime  as  a propaganda  me- 
dium is  alluded  to  in  the  “Secrets  of  Crewe 
House,”  a book  published  by  Sir  Campbell 
Stuart  KB.E.,  of  Montreal,  who  was  vice- 
chairman  during  the  Great  War  of  the 
department  formed  to  assist  the  late  Lord 
Northcliffe,  director  of  propaganda  in 
enemy  countries. 

Sir  Campbell  Stuart  writes  about  an  in- 
ternational conference  on  propaganda: 
“Some  important  points  connected  with 
propaganda  brought  to  bear  upon  Ger- 
many through  neutral  countries  were 
raised,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  work 
of  controlling  and  distributing  films  for 
motion  picture  theatres,  which  was  to  be 
done  by  an  Inter-Allied  Commission  in 
Switzerland,  ought  to  be  extended  to  other- 
neutral  coimtries,  especially  Sweden. 

"Information  before  the  committee  bore 
testimony  that  German-owned  motion  pic- 
ture theatres  had  of  late  increased  very 
much  in  number,  both  in  Switzerland  and 
in  Scandinavia,  and  that  these  relied  for 
the  lighter  parts  of  their  entertainments 
upon  films  from  allied  coimtries,  but  Ger- 
many supplied  special  propaganda  films. 

“By  controlling  the  supply  of  films  from 
Allied  countries,  the  activity  of  these  the- 
atres could  be  very  much  diminished  and 
possibly  brought  to  an  end. 

16mms  Not  Subject 
To  Censor  Board 

Montreal — Quebec’s  board  of  censors 
does  not  insist  on  16mm  films  being  sub- 
mitted to  it  before  exhibition,  but  stipu- 
lates only  that  they  do  not  transgress  the 
criminal  laws.  Em’opean  films  of  9.5  or 
8mm  are  also  exempt  from  censorship. 

The  board  of  censors  of  this  province 
interests  itself  only  in  35mm  films,  the 
standard  type  used  in  cinemas.  Last  year 
there  was  some  talk  of  extending  its  juris- 
diction over  small-size  fUms. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  province  o' 
Saskatchewan  is  reported  considering  such 
a bill,  there  is  a possibility  that  Quebec 
will  again  present  a bill  to  control  the 
small  films.  The  Saskatchewan  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  “proper  censoring  of  all 
16mm  films  except  those  distributed  by  a 
university  or  other  educational  institution 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Education.” 

The  Quebec  censors  believe  if  such  a 
bill  were  presented  in  this  province,  edu- 
cational films  would  also  be  exempt.  The 
censors  laugh  at  the  idea  that  amateurs 
who  have  taken  films  dtu’ing  their  vaca- 
tions will  be  forced  to  show  them  in  the 
basement  of  the  Old  Court  House  in  Mon- 
treal before  exhibiting  them  to  their  ad- 
miring friends. 


Ottawa — The  important  place  of  the 
moving  picture  screen  in  modern  life 
was  outlined  in  an  address  by  B.  E. 
Norrish,  managing  director  of  Associated 
Screen  News,  Ltd.,  before  a large  audi- 
ence in  the  auditorium  of  the  National 
Museum,  Ottawa,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Dominion  government,  his  speech 
being  augmented  by  the  presentation  of  a 
group  of  typical  Canadian  short  subjects 
to  demonstrate  the  publicity  value  of 
films  for  Canada. 

Confining  his  remarks  to  the  period 
since  the  introduction  of  sound  13  years 
ago,  Mr.  Norrish  traced  the  development 
of  the  moving  picture  industry  until  it 
now  serves  a world  patronage  of  300,- 
000,000  people  weekly,  with  a financial 
investment  estimated  at  two  billion  dol- 
lars. 

Canada  had  made  substantial  contri- 
butions in  the  field  of  film  exhibition  and 
in  the  production  of  talent,  Mr.  Norrish 
declared,  referring  to  Norma  Shearer, 
Deanna  Durbin,  "Walter  Huston,  Mary 
Pickford,  Ned  Sparks  and  many  others 
who  were  numbered  among  the  stars  of 
the  screen.  In  the  matter  of  production, 
however,  it  would  be  a long  and  arduous 
climb  for  the  establishment  in  the  Do- 
minion of  an  industry  for  the  making  of 
feature-length  pictures  which  would 
measure  up  to  present-day  standards,  al- 
though the  country  had  unsurpassed  na- 
tural settings.  But  moving  pictures  were 
a tremendous  educational  force,  as  well 
as  a great  form  of  amusement,  and  it  was 
in  this  department  that  Canada  had  been 
in  the  forefront.  The  Dominion  govern- 
ment had  been  the  first  to  create  a mo- 
tion picture  branch  for  the  making  of 
educational,  scenic  and  industrial  films 
and  the  government  motion  picture  bu- 
reau had  accomplished  a great  deal  to 
publicize  the  Dominion. 

Norrish  recalled  that  he  had  been  the 
first  director  of  the  motion  picture  branch 
of  the  Canadian  department  of  trade  and 
commerce  in  Ottawa  and  served  in  this 
capacity  from  1917  to  1920  when  he  re- 
signed to  take  over  the  direction  of  his 
present  enterprise. 


Industry's  Utilization 
Of  Films  Progresses 

Montreal — Growth  of  the  commercial 
film  is  one  of  the  most  striking  develop- 
ments of  the  past  year.  Almost  every  Ca- 
nadian industry  has  now  availed  itself  of 
the  advertising  and  propaganda  poten- 
tialities of  the  film,  and  many  American 
and  other  advertising  films  have  been 
shown  here.  Latest  was  a series  of  three 
films  showing  the  cultivation  of  bananas, 
and  California  oranges,  and  the  handling 
and  displaying  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
in  retail  stores.  These  were  shown  to  the 
Montreal  Retail  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Trade 
Ass’n  in  Notre  Dame  de  Grace  Community 
Hall. 


92 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  11.  1939 


W1I[WWMP1IE(G 

J^UMEROUS  counter-attractions  present 
stiff  opposition  to  theatres.  Hockey 
play-offs  are  now  underway  attracting 
enormous  crowds.  The  provincial  finals 
of  the  Dominion  Drama  Festival  are  tak- 
ing their  toll  of  supporters.  An  indoor 
circus  at  the  Winnipeg  Auditorium  and  a 
three-day  session  of  the  annual  skating 
carnival  are  drawing  large  crowds.  Buck- 
ing these  in  addition  to  the  natural  hazard 
of  imsettled  weather  conditions  is  keeping 
exhibitors  on  their  toes. 

Six  residents  of  Greater  Winnipeg  were 
among  the  wmners  of  the  Movie  Quiz  con- 
test. These  include  Mrs.  K.  Schalme,  581 
Anderson  Ave.,  $100,  and  five  others  at  $10 
each.  They  were  Herbert  Tollington,  Corn- 
wall Apts.;  Albert  O’Neil,  221  MandervVle 
St.,  St.  James;  Walter  S.  Hamilton,  330 
Wellington  crescent;  Roy  Fryers,  252  Col- 
ony St.,  and  Dorothy  Pears,  477  Brooklyn 
St.,  St.  James.  The  quiz  contest  booklets 
were  all  stamped  with  the  name  of  the 
theatre  suppling  them.  Of  the  local  win- 
ners, the  Capitol  Theatre  is  credited  with 
two,  the  Baddow,  St.  Boniface;  Arlington, 
College  and  Crescent,  one  each. 

Prank  Willis  of  the  Metropolitan  The- 
atre turned  in  a fine  job  of  exploitation 
for  “Moonlight  Sonata.”  Manager  Willis 
arranged  for  a number  of  good  tieups  with 
music  stores  in  the  city  and  the  major 
department  stores,  the  T.  Eaton  Co.,  and 
the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  A tieup  with  the 
Steinway  piano  resulted  in  a window  dis- 
play in  the  T.  Eaton  store,  combining  eye- 
catching elements  with  beauty  and  dig- 
nity. In  addition,  Willis  carried  out  a 
strong  newspaper  campaign,  utilizing  be- 
sides the  local  dailies,  Polish  language 
papers.  The  appearance  of  Paderewski  in 
the  film  was  heavily  publicized. 

Although  Warner’s  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter”  ran  into  censorship  trouble  in 
New  York  state  and  Nebraska  presentation 
of  the  legitimate  version  on  the  stage  of 
the  Dominion  Theatre  by  the  Winnipeg 
stock  company  of  John  Holden  raised  no 
complaint.  Good  houses  attended  the  per- 
formance during  its  week’s  run  and  not  a 
single  objection  was  registered.  Local  cen- 
sors have  not  yet  seen  the  film,  although 
prints  are  expected  here  next  week. 

Harold  Bishop  screened  “Gunga  Din” 
for  the  staff  of  Military  District  No.  10. 
He  secured  study  guides  dealing  with  the 
film  which  he  mailed  with  letters  to  school 
teachers  of  the  city.  Bishop  also  has  tried 
to  arrange  a special  military  night  for  of- 
ficers of  units  stationed  here  and  hopes 
for  good  turnouts.  A big  newspaper  cam- 
paign and  10,000  heralds  inserted  in 
Liberty  magazine  rounded  out  a vigorous 
exploitation  campaign. 

A good  deal  of  attention  is  being  di- 
rected here  to  the  distinctive  advertising 
in  the  dailies  by  the  Garrick.  Sim  Rost  is 
credited  with  an  unusual  type  of  display 
ads  which  has  become  a trademark  of  his 
houses  . . . “The  Golem,”  French  film,  has 
opened  for  a run  at  the  Times. 

J.  Miles,  president  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  who  has  been  vacationing  at  Miami 
Beach,  has  gone  to  New  Orleans. 


Pre-Release  Run 
For  "60  Years" 


Toronto — While  the  general  plan  of 
Radio  Pictures  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  Toronto, 
is  to  withhold  the  release  of  “Sixty  Glor- 
ious Years”  until  the  visit  to  Canada  in 
May  of  the  British  monarchs,  the  pro- 
duction has  been  dated  into  the  Uptown 
Theatre,  Toronto,  for  its  North  American 
premiere.  The  pre-release  engagement, 
which  is  in  the  nature  of  a test  run,  has 
been  tentatively  booked  to  open  March  23 
with  the  schedule  wide  open  after  that 
date  to  permit  an  extended  run. 

“Gunga  Din”  opened  at  this  theatre, 
March  9,  for  a week’s  presentation  while 
“Cafe  Society”  has  been  booked  for  the 
Uptown  for  the  week  starting  March  16 
and  “Sixty  Glorious  Years”  will  follow  for 
its  special  engagement,  the  feature  then 
to  be  withdrawn  until  the  King  and  Queen 
arrive  in  the  Dominion.  There  is  a pos- 
•sibility  that  “Sixty  Glorious  Years”  will 
play  the  Capitol  Theatre  in  Ottawa,  the 
Canadian  capital,  during  the  week  of  May 
15  when  Their  Majesties  will  be  making 
their  formal  visit  for  the  unveiling  of  the 
Canadian  War  Memorial  and  other  im- 
portant ceremonials,  when  the  city  will  be 
crowded  with  many  thousands  of  visitors 
including  many  from  nearby  states  of  the 
American  Union.  Their  Majesties  will  be 
in  Ottawa  for  the  four  days.  May  17-20, 
and  will  visit  Toronto  on  the  one  day, 
Monday,  May  22. 

Five  Newsreel  Firms  Will 
Accompany  King's  Train 

Regina,  Sask. — At  least  five  newsreel 
outfits  will  travel  across  Canada  with 
Their  Majesties,  King  George  VI  and 
Queen  Elizabeth,  this  summer,  according  to 
word  received  here.  By  the  time  the 
special  trainload  of  newspapermen,  motion 
picture  men  and  officials  that  will  precede 
the  purple  royal  train  gets  under  way 
more  will  likely  be  aboard.  Already  cer- 
tain to  be  aboard  are  Associated  Screen 
News,  Montreal;  British  Post  Office  De- 
partment, London;  Gaumont-British,  Lon- 
don; Pox  Movietone  and  Metrotone,  New 
York.  General  Films,  Regina,  will  join 
the  party  in  the  west. 

Maroon,  Gold  and  Red  Are 
Royal  Colors  for  Tour 

Ottawa — The  attention  of  theatre  own- 
ers and  managers  in  Canada  who  will 
probably  be  anxious  to  make  a special 
decorative  display  for  the  visit  of  the 
British  King  and  Queen  is  drawn  to  the 
announcement  that  the  Royal  colors  to  be 
used  during  the  tour  of  the  country  will 
be  maroon,  gold  and  red.  A color  scheme 
embodying  this  combination  will  be  ap- 
propriate for  theatre  fronts  and  lobbies, 
along  with  the  Union  Jack  and  the  na- 
tional colors  of  red,  white  and  blue.  The 
use  of  the  Royal  Standard  is  forbidden  ex- 
cept for  the  actual  official  occasions  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  Their  Majesties. 


Cd  T ir  A W A 

■pHEATRE  managers  of  Ottawa  bade 
farewell  to  Joseph  J.  Paul,  former  man- 
ager of  the  Elgin  Theatre,  prior  to  his  de- 
parture for  Welland,  Ont.,  at  a party  when 
he  was  presented  with  a dressing  gown  and 
electric  razor.  Among  those  present  were 
Chris.  Holmes  of  the  Avalon;  Robert  May- 
nard of  the  Cartier;  Angelo  Stevens  of  the 
Regent;  I.  Singerman  of  the  Imperial; 
Henry  Marshall  of  the  Rideau;  Ray  Tub- 
man,  Capitol;  John  Hausler,  Ken  Smith 
and  William  Hartnett,  the  latter  repre- 
senting the  Operators’  Union.  Mr.  Paul 
was  also  presented  with  an  engraved  clock 
by  the  staff  of  the  Elgin  Theatre. 

Do71  Stapleton  of  the  Center  Theatre 
provided  a treat  for  50  unemployed  mem- 
bers of  the  Ottawa  Boys  Club  by  having 
them  as  his  guests  for  a performance  of 
“Son  of  Frankenstein.” 

Controller  Finlay  McRae  of  the  Ottawa 
city  council  and  local  theatreman  suffered 
the  loss  of  $11.00  when  three  girls  robbed 
his  office.  Two  were  allowed  suspended 
sentence  and  the  third  was  given  a term  in 
the  Detention  Home. 

The  next  stage  attraction  at  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Famous  Players  house,  is  the  one 
performance  of  Trudi  Schoop  and  her 
Comic  Ballet  which  has  been  booked  for 
March  16. 

Large  gangs  of  laborers,  numbering 
1,000  all  told,  worked  all  day  and  through 
the  night  with  plows  and  trucks  to  clear 
Ottawa  streets  after  the  latest  big  snow- 
storm which  was  one  of  a succession  of 
heavy  blizzards  in  recent  weeks.  Business 
at  the  theatres  and  elsewhere  was  greatly 
reduced  because  of  the  weather  conditions. 

School  children  flocked  to  the  National 
Museum  for  a program  which  ivas  intended 
to  demonstrate  the  value  of  films  hi 
studies,  the  pictures  including  “The  Ad- 
ventures of  Bunny  Rabbit,”  “Making 
Mounties,”  “The  Pied  Piper  of  Hamelin” 
and  a West  Didies’  scenic. 

A slip-up  in  bookings  gave  “Kentucky” 
to  both  the  Avalon  and  Cartier  theatres 
for  the  same  days.  The  feature  played  as 
a single  attraction  at  the  Avalon  and  on 
a double  bill  at  the  Cartier,  the  second  fea- 
ture here  being  “Secrets  of  a Nurse.” 
Manager  C.  Holmes  had  “In  Old  Chicago’* 
for  a late  revival  showing  one  night. 

Lloyd  C.  Mills,  new  manager  of  the  Elgin 
Theatre,  opened  the  Canadian  premiere  of 
“Stagecoach”  07i  March  9,  a7id  expected  to 
play  it  two  weeks. 


MacMurray  and  Carroll 

Hollywood — Fred  MacMurray  and  Mad- 
eleine Carroll  will  co-star  in  “Air  Raid” 
for  Paramount,  with  Jeff  Lazarus  produc- 
ing and  Edward  H.  Griffith  directing. 


J.  M.  RICE  & CO. 

Canada  Building:  — Winnipeg: 
Distributors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTEK 
.Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

The  GOLDEN  VOICE  of  the  SILVER  SCREEN 
Ail  Other  Theatre  and  Projection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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QN  HIS  way  for  a holiday  on  the  Pacific 
Coast,  Prank  Kershaw,  Winnipeg, 
regional  manager  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian,  passed  through  Regina,  Wednes- 
day night.  Met  at  the  station  by  friends, 
he  reported  authorization  for  $40,000 
alterations,  renovations  and  improvements 
to  the  Capitol  at  Regina  had  been  received 
from  the  east.  Engineers  will  shortly  com- 
mence work  on  the  plans.  It  is  hoped  to 
do  some  of  the  work  during  play  dates 
and  only  to  keep  the  house  closed  for 
seven  to  14  days  at  the  most.  Unless  a 
guarantee  of  delivery  of  equipment  can 
be  made  it  is  possible  no  work  will  be 
done  until  after  the  visit  of  King  George 
VI  and  Queen  Elizabeth  in  May. 

Indications  are,  according  to  film  store 
people,  there  mil  be  a heavy  demand  this 
summer  in  Saskatchewan  for  motion  pic- 
ture cameras,  films  and  equipment,  as 
well  as  ordinary  cameras,  from  people  who 
ivill  hope  to  picture  the  first  visit  here  of 
the  King  and  Queen  of  England. 

Aiming  to  film  the  first  snowmobile 
race  in  the  world,  which  was  scheduled  for 
Nipawin’s  annual  dog  derby,  Peter  George, 
General  Films’  cameraman,  started  north 
by  train  and  sleigh  last  week.  Though  the 
event  was  scheduled  for  Thursday,  George 
had  to  leave  Monday  because  of  the  slow 
method  of  travel  and  poor  connections  in 
that  section  of  the  province.  He  was 
filming  for  Universal  Newsreel  and  Asso- 
ciated Screen  News. 

Complaints  concerning  the  type  of  pic- 
tures chosen  by  the  local  commitee  in 
charge  of  the  Regina  branch  of  the  Na- 
tional Film  Society  for  showing  at  the 
Darke  Hall  are  being  made  by  members. 
This,  it  is  declared,  is  responsible  for  the 
heavy  fall-off  in  attendance  at  the  bi- 
monthly showings.  Members  point  out  the 
original  intention  of  the  society  was  to 
bring  foreign  language  films  which  could 
not  profitably  be  shown  in  regular  the- 
atres. In  recent  weeks  programs  have  con- 
sisted of  a poor  foreign  film  and  a series 
of  short  subjects  such  as  can  be  witnessed 
in  any  showhouse. 

Margaret  Hughes,  Metropolitan  Theatre 
cashier,  is  ill  with  scarlet  fever  . . . Indi- 
cative of  an  undoubted  improvement  in 
conditions  throughout  the  countryside  is 
the  barrage  of  radio  and  newspaper  ad- 
vertising being  laid  down  by  farm  imple- 
ment companies.  Drought  conditions  of 
the  past  seven  years  have  kept  these  firms 
extremely  inactive  as  far  as  advertising 
is  concerned  . . . Bill  Novak’s  little  boy, 
Billy,  is  in  the  news  again.  He  took  a 
tumble  over  his  dog  from  a porch  and  now 
walks  around  with  one  arm  in  splints  and 
is  something  of  a hero  around  the  Regina 
Capitol. 

The  cities  are  not  the  only  ones  who 
can  put  on  quiz  programs,  concerts  and 
what-else  from  the  stages  of  theatres  for 
a radio  public,  decided  the  Wynyard  board 
of  trade.  Merchants  cooperated  with  the 
Legion  Theatre  manager  to  pay  for  a 100- 
mile  remote  broadcast  through  station 


CJGX,  Yorkton.  It  tvas  such  a success  a 
series  may  be  started. 

Set  back  several  times,  date  for  the 
opening  of  the  new  Rex  at  Regina  has  been 
finally  settled  as  March  14.  Proceeds  of 
the  opening  night  wil  be  turned  over  to 
the  boys’  camp  fund  of  the  Kiwanis  Club 
and  the  hospital  fund  of  the  Shriners’. 
Tickets  already  are  being  prepared  to  re- 
tail with  a $1  minimum  for  the  opener 
though  the  house  will  have  a 45 -cent  top 
when  in  regular  operation. 

Bank  Night  is  practically  unknown  in 
Saskatchewan,  principally  because  the  law 
frowns  on  it.  But  one  has  bobbed  up  at 
Milestone,  a Soo  Line  town  of  several 
hundred  people,  where  pictures  are  shown 
only  once  weekly.  Its  success  may  inspire 
other  smaller  showhouses  to  try  it. 

Despite  the  fact  it  ran  a full  week  only 
a short  month  before  at  the  Capitol  in 
Regina,  Manager  Otis  Bowes  of  the  Grand 
put  over  such  a good  campaign,  he  did 
excellent  business  on  a return  engage- 
ment of  “Boys  Town’’  last  week.  Bowes 
previewed  the  picture  for  school  teachers, 
clergy  and  civic  leaders  Friday  night,  got 
good  publicity  in  the  school  classes  and 
in  churches  Sunday,  and  packed  the  house 
for  special  children’s  showings. 

Precipitation  in  northern  Saskatchewan 
has  been  higher  this  winter  than  in  the 
past  34  years,  according  to  records,  indi- 
cating an  excellent  groundwork  for  the 
crops  in  the  spring.  This  is  heartening 
news  to  northern  exhibitors  many  of  whom 
had  to  shut  down  last  year  because  of 
drought  in  this  almost  purely  agricultural 
province. 


Long  Sought  Goal  Won 
In  New  IT  A Quarters 

Toronto — ^President  Harry  Firestone  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Ass’n  has  ful- 
filled a dream  in  the  opening  of  separate 
club  headquarters  for  members,  these  be- 
ing located  in  Rooms  813-814  of  the  Her- 
mant  Building,  21  Dundas  Square,  in 
downtown  Toronto,  the  premises  being 
furnished  with  lounges,  arm  chairs,  tables, 
pictures  and  other  club  appurtenances. 

Roundtable  conferences  will  be  held  in 
these  quarters  at  frequent  intervals  and 
the  rooms  will  also  be  used  for  executive 
meetings.  The  Association  formerly  re- 
ceived its  mail  at  the  offices  on  the  fifth 
floor  of  the  Exhibitors  Booking  Ass’n. 
Located  in  the  same  building  are  the  of- 
fices of  Warner  Bros,  exchange  and  of 
Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada,  Ltd.,  the 
address  being  one  of  importance  on  To- 
ronto’s FUmrow. 


IGmm  Film  Enthusiasts 
Organize  Ottawa  Club 

Ottawa — Moving  picture  enthusiasts  of 
Ottawa,  Ont.,  have  organized  a club  known 
as  the  Movie  Makers  of  Ottawa  to  sponsor 
the  production  and  exhibition  of  16mm 
film  subjects,  meetings  of  the  organiza- 
tion to  be  held  each  week  in  the  YMCA. 
Norman  Campbell,  A.  C.  E.,  is  the  head 
of  the  new  club  and  other  officers  in- 
clude Roland  Garlick  and  Kenneth  Bow- 
ers. 


MOMTIRIEAIL 

"^*WENTY-FIVE  per  cent  below  normal.” 

This  is  the  business  estimate  given  out 
by  theatre  managers  and  distributors  in 
Montreal.  Lent  and  the  prevalence  of  in- 
fluenza are  the  reasons  generally  given. 
'Tlie  falling  off  in  attendance  does  not, 
however,  apply  to  real  attractions.  “Gunga 
Din”  is  packing  them  in  in  its  second  week 
at  the  Palace,  and  the  Imperial  was  forced 
to  extend  the  run  of  “Sweethearts.”  Pari- 
sian films  are  also  drawing  big  crowds  to 
the  St.  Denis. 

Voting  trust  certificates  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  were  removed  from 
Montreal  Stock  Exchange  list  at  the  close 
of  business  Saturday  last  in  view  of  the 
expiration  of  the  voting  trust  agreement, 
March  6.  Shares  held  by  the  depositary 
ivill  be  distributed.  Expiration  of  the 
agreement  is  believed  to  be  the  prelude 
to  important  developments. 

Newsreel  operators  who  crowded  ’roimd 
Hamilton-bom  Loretta  Eccleston,  the 
Queen  Mary’s  stowaway  when  she  arrived 
at  Halifax  after  a week’s  detention  in  an 
English  jail,  were  surprised  to  find  she 
had  no  Hollywood  ambitions.  A camera- 
man suggested  a different  arrangement 
of  her  dress,  but  she  huddled  into  her 
monkey  skin  coat,  exclaiming  “Never  mind 
the  dress,  I’ve  no  intention  of  entering 
the  movies.”  Instead,  she  indicated,  she 
intended  to  travel  the  world,  but  did  not 
say  whether  she  would  do  so  as  a stow- 
away. 

Movie  Quiz  brought  no  big  prizes  to 
Montreal,  but  36  local  entrants  won  $10 
each  . . . Following  completion  of  her  cur- 
rent picture,  “Three  Smart  Girls  Grow 
Up,"  it  is  intimated  Deanna  Durbin  will 
prove  that  she  has  grown  up  by  applying 
for  an  automobile  driver’s  license.  “Tippy," 
her  dog,  will  be  her  first  passenger.  Dixon 
Kirwin,  Shakespearean  actor,  entertained 
at  the  Sherbrooke  Rotary  Club. 

Gordon  Dann,  manager  of  the  York,  an- 
nounces ‘"The  picture  that  siurprised  Holly- 
wood.” Patrons  were  told  it  is  “A  Man 
to  Remember,”  featuring  Anne  Shirley,  Ed- 
ward Ellis,  Lee  Bowman  and  William  Hen- 
ry. Says  the  York  announcement:  “It  came 
through  the  studio  imheralded  and  unpub- 
licized. 'The  critics  discovered  it.  Some 
gave  it  four  stars,  and  it  is  only  now  that 
the  public  is  realizing  its  true  worth.” 

Rachel  Carley  of  the  “Manhattan  Mer- 
ry-Go-Round” radio  program,  is  starring 
at  Loew’s  with  “The  Continental  Varieties 
of  1939”  and  a cast  of  100  . . . Verdun 
School  Board  has  purchased  three  film 
projectors  to  be  used  in  illustrating  sci- 
ence, geography  and  history  studies  , . . 
Anna  Neagle  will  appear  again  as  Queen 
Victoria,  but  only  incidentally.  She  will 
bestow  the  honor  of  knighthood  on  Lord 
Kitchener  is  the  film  of  the  great  soldier’s 
career. 

Nelson  Eddy,  who  has  been  charming 
Montreal  audiences  in  “Sweethearts,”  was 
scheduled  to  make  his  only  personal  ap- 
pearance in  Canada  this  season  at  Massey 
Hall,  Toronto,  March  9 . . . Quebec  cen- 
sor board  rejected  17  films  during  1938, 

(Continued  on  page  96) 
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Canadian  Television 
Considered  Remote 

Ottawa — Television  is  not  going  to  be- 
come a fact  in  Canada  for  a long  time  yet 
and,  when  it  does,  visual  broadcasting  will 
be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  as  a public 
monopoly 

This  is  the  definite  word  of  L.  W.  Brock- 
ington,  chairman  of  the  board  of  gover- 
nors of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp., 
of  which  N.  Li.  Nathanson,  president  of 
Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  is  a 
member  by  appointment. 

Mr.  Brockington’s  declaration  was  made 
before  the  radio  committee  of  the  Cana- 
dian house  of  commons  when  he  stated 
that  “television  broadcasting  is  not  eco- 
nomically feasible  in  Canada  at  the  mo- 
ment.” 

In  asserting  that  the  CBC  did  not  in- 
tend to  permit  television  to  pass  from  the 
public  domain,  the  chairman  declared  that 
every  encouragement  would  be  given  tele- 
vision research  but  the  CBC  would  pre- 
vent exploitation  by  the  premature  sale 
of  receiving  sets  for  television  “as  had 
been  done  in  some  other  places.”  Many 
problems  had  to  be  solved  before  it  could 
become  general  in  the  Dominion.  Tele- 
vised broadcasting  was  limited  to  a range 
of  30  miles  and  could  not  be  carried  over 
wire  lines.  One  transmitter  would  cost 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $500,000,  program 
production  would  cost  $4,000  per  hour  plus 
talent  and  the  average  receiving  set  up  to 
$700  each. 

The  sale  of  television  receivers  had  been 
disappointing  in  the  United  Kingdom,  he 
declared,  although,  in  New  York,  it  was 
regarded  as  the  greatest  possible  advertis- 
ing and  propaganda  meditun.  CBC  engi- 
neers were  keeping  in  close  touch  with  de- 
velopments both  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  but  Canada  was  prepared  to 
wait  until  practical  results  had  been  se- 
cured. 

This  statement  has  aroused  wide  inter- 
est in  moving  picture  theatre  circles  of  the 
Dominion  where  the  belief  holds  that  tele- 
vision will  not  begin  to  disturb  film  en- 
tertainment within  ten  years.  After  that, 
it  might  be  every  man  for  himself  but,  in 
the  meantime,  the  screen  was  safe  from  a 
business  viewpoint. 

Toronto  Holdovers  Give 
Ottawa  Earlier  Runs 

Ottawa — ^First-run  theatres  of  Ottawa 
have  been  in  the  forefront  with  early 
presentation  of  feature  productions,  local 
exhibitors  getting  various  important  pic- 
tures prior  to  engagements  in  other  large 
cities.  The  Capitol  Theatre  played  “Idiot’s 
Delight”  and  “Gunga  Din”  before  they 
were  seen  in  Toronto  while  the  Elgin  The- 
atre had  “King  of  the  Turf”  before  it  was 
seen  in  the  Ontario  Capital.  Ottawa  man- 
agers are  inclined  to  be  chesty  about  the 
whole  thing  but  one  reason  for  these  prior 
bookings  is  that  Toronto  has  been  having 
almost  a plethora  of  hold-overs,  running 
two  and  three  extra  weeks,  practically  all 
winter. 


^BE  RAPPAPORT,  widely  known  as  the 
owner  of  the  Hollywood  Theatre, 
Campbellford,  is  as  happy  as  a lark,  hav- 
ing been  blessed  with  his  first  grandchild, 
a boy,  the  birthplace  being  Atlanta,  Ga., 
where  his  daughter  resides. 

W.  F.  Hayner,  general  sales  manager 
of  Regal  Films,  Ltd.,  Canadian  distributor 
of  M-G-M  and  Monogram  pictures,  has 
gone  to  New  York  City  because  of  the  ill- 
ness of  a brother. 

W.  J.  Stewart,  veteran  film  promotion 
man  of  Toronto,  recently  appointed  as 
exploitation  manager  of  20th  Century 
Theatres,  has  dug  into  campaigns  for  14 
theatres  in  Ontario  of  this  independent 
group. 

James  Powis,  popularly  known  as  the 
booker  of  the  Toronto  branch  of  Regal 
Films,  Ltd.,  for  the  past  15  years,  has  been 
compelled  to  go  to  Weston  Hospital  for  a 
lengthy  stay  for  leg  treatment. 

Jack  Arthur,  manager  of  the  Toronto 
Uptown,  took  a busman’s  holiday  on  a 
recent  night  off  during  the  three  weeks’ 
engagement  of  “The  Mikado”  by  attending 
a performance  of  “Lohrengrin”  by  the 
Toronto  Opera  Guild  . . . The  Ontario 
board  of  moving  picture  censors  passed 
“Devil’s  Island”  and  Manager  Jerry  Shea 
immediately  booked  it  for  the  week  of 
March  6 at  Shea’s  Theatre,  Toronto. 

Jay  J.  Allen  of  Theatre  Holding  Corp., 
operating  a chain  of  32  theatres  in  On- 
tario, has  recovered  from  a severe  attack 
of  influenza.  Jules  Allen,  his  brother,  has 
left  for  a vacation  at  Miami,  Florida,  until 
spring  weather  arrives. 

Joe  Plottel,  Toronto  branch  manager  of 
Vitagraph,  Ltd.,  Warner  Bros,  distribu- 
tor, who  was  transferred  from  the  Van- 
couver office  a few  weeks  ago,  has  been 
ill  in  bed  and  has  as  yet  seen  little  of  the 
Toronto  territory. 

S.  Delaney,  proprietor  of  the  Delaney 
Theatre,  Gananoque,  has  installed  new 
equipment  including  rectifiers.  He  is 
anxiously  awaiting  the  departure  of  the 
heavy  snow  in  order  to  resume  his  airplane 
flying  . . . Harry  Price,  general  manager  of 
Superior  Films,  Ltd.,  independent  ex- 
change of  Toronto,  has  gone  to  Florida  for 
a holiday  rest. 

Fred  Trebilcock,  popular  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Uptown,  Toronto,  has  found 
business  so  good  that  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  forego  his  usual  ocean  cruise  this 
spring  . . . M.  A.  Milligan,  general  man- 
ager of  Paramount  Film  Service,  Ltd.,  To- 
ronto, is  expected  back  at  the  end  of  next 
week  from  his  lengthy  holiday  in  Florida 
. . . Alf  Sedgwick,  manager  of  the  Bell- 
size  Theatre,  Toronto,  has  been  widely 
congratulated  on  the  success  of  the  annual 
dance  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n  of  which  he  is  president. 

Few  out-of-town  exhibitors  have  made 
their  accustomed  calls  along  Toronto’s 
Filmrow  because  of  the  snow-covered  high- 
ways. One  who  was  here  as  usual,  how- 
ever, was  L.  Vickery  of  the  Princess  The- 
atre, Orillia  . . . Toronto  film  executives 


welcomed  Stefan  Zweig,  who  authored 
“Mary  Queen  of  Scots”  and  “Marie  Antoin- 
ette” on  the  occasion  of  his  lecture  in  the 
Town  Hall  series  at  the  Eatoji  Auditorium, 
Toronto. 

Hyman  Freedman,  owner  of  the  Circle 
Theatre,  Toronto,  and  H.  M.  Yudin,  his 
son-in-law,  made  a trip  to  St.  Catharines 
where  their  new  Center  Theatre  is  ap- 
proaching completion.  Mr.  Yudin  will  be 
the  manager. 

“Pygmalion”  has  played  three  weeks  at 
Loew’s  Theatre,  Jules  Bernstein,  manager; 
“The  Mikado”  concluded  a three-weeks’ 
engagement  at  the  Uptown  Theatre  last 
Wednesday,  and  “The  Lady  Vanishes” 
played  two  weeks  at  the  Madison  Theatre 
under  the  direction  of  Manager  Cooper 
after  it  had  accomplished  seven  weeks  at 
the  Eglinton  Theatre  . . . Manager  Vern 
Hudson  of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Toronto, 
staged  a successful  morning  show  for  chil- 
dren last  Saturday  with  “Just  Around  the 
Corner”  and  “Arrest  Bulldog  Drummond.” 

Jack  Purves,  manager  of  the  Village 
Theatre,  split  the  week  three  ways  for  a 
change,  with  double  bills  except  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  when  the  feature  was  “Art- 
ists and  Models  Abroad”  and  a revival, 
“The  Plainsman”  on  Friday  night. 

Louis  Rosenfeld,  gejieral  sales  manager 
of  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada,  is  back 
at  his  office  after  a bout  with  influenza 
. . . Arthur  Gottlieb,  general  manager  of 
Canadian  Film  Laboratories,  was  in  To- 
ronto from  Montreal  for  a few  days. 


From  the  Press 


News  items  concerning  the  Canadian  in- 
dustry clipped  from  the  press,  both  daily 
and  weekly. 

18th  Anniversary 

Toronto — Tlie  18th  anniversary  of  the 
Palace  Theatre  here  was  celebrated  by 
Charlie  Querrie,  manager,  with  a full  week 
of  special  film  attractions  and  several 
nights  given  over  to  contests  and  prizes. 


Plan  in  Sudbury 

Sudbury,  Ont. — R.  G.  Stevens  of  the 
Regent  here  is  planning  a new  1,200- 
seater  of  concrete  foimdation,  structural 
steel  frame,  brick  walls  and  built-up  roof. 


New  Roseland  to  Bow 

New  Glasgow,  N.  S. — The  new  Roseland 
here  was  to  open  on  March  6,  according 
to  N.  W.  Mason,  managing  director. 


Canada's  Big  Winner 

Toronto — Canada’s  major  prize  winner 
in  the  national  Movie  Quiz  was  Joseph 
Mowatt,  who  received  a $2,000  award  from 
the  stage  of  the  Uptown  Tlieatre  here. 


Robbery  Try  Fails 

London,  Ont. — Police  are  hunting  the 
thug  or  thugs  who  knocked  off  the  com- 
bination of  the  Palace  Theatre  safe,  but 
who  were  frightened  away  before  getting 
inside  to  the  money.  Les  Preston  manages 
the  Palace. 
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p R.  FIELDING  of  the  Capitol,  Bridge- 
water.  N.  S.,  was  in  Saint  John  cn 
business  in  connection  with  a tour  which 
he  was  making  of  the  various  branches 
of  the  F.  G.  Spencer  circuit  in  the  Valley 
and  South  Shore  areas  of  Nova  Scotia 
over  which  he  has  supervision.  It  was 
expected  that  A.  A.  Fielding,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Spencer  interests,  would  ac- 
company him  from  Saint  John. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Goldmg,  wife  of  the  Saint 
John  Capitol  manager,  visited  relatives 
in  Montreal  recently  . . . Walter  R.  Gold- 
mg, West  Saint  John  Community  man- 
ager, was  “coming  along  fine"  in  the  last 
report  from  the  hospital  where  he  is  re- 
covering from  an  appendectomy  . . . 
“Charlie”  Staples  of  the  Queen,  St.  Ste- 
phen, ivas  a Filmrow  visitor  in  Samt  John. 
Another  was  Bruce  H.  Yeo  of  Souris  and 
Montague,  P.E.I. 

Eldon  Wynn  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Capitol,  Middleton,  N.S.,  to  take  over 
the  management  of  the  S-F-A  Capitol  in 
Digby,  N.S.,  replacing  C.  L.  Walker,  who 
has  resigned. 

R.  R.  Palmer,  New  York,  Warner  Bros, 
special  representative,  has  been  visiting 
“Lou”  McKeiizie’s  Vitagraph  branch  of- 
fice in  Saint  John  on  auditing  routine. 

Halifax  and  Saint  John  had  nine  prize 
winners  in  the  Movie  Quiz  contest.  Hali- 
fax had  one  $100  winner  and  five  $10  win- 
ners while  Saint  John  had  one  $100  and 
two  $10.  Special  programs  marked  the 
announcement  of  the  prize  winners  at 
several  theatres. 


Industry  Loses  Veterans 
In  Redway  and  Yates 

Toronto — Two  veterans  of  the  film  in- 
dustry have  died,  making  further  inroads 
into  the  rapidly  thinning  ranks  of  trade 
pioneers  in  the  Toronto  district.  One 
who  has  passed  along  is  H.  P.  Redway  of 
Toronto,  who  was  identified  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  Crown  Theatre,  one  of  the  first 
deluxe  suburban  houses  in  the  East  End. 

Still  another  is  William  E.  Yates  who 
dropped  dead  a few  days  after  taking 
over  the  management  of  the  Majestic  The- 
atre at  Dundas,  Ont.,  after  being  an  ex- 
hibitor in  Hamilton,  Ont.  Mr.  Yates  was 
a brother-in-law  of  Fred  Guest  of  Hamil- 
ton. owner  of  a number  of  theatres  in  that 
city  and  in  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


Academy  Award  Winners 
Get  New  Playing  Time 

Toronto — A rush  of  return  engagements 
featured  the  theatre  business  in  Toronto 
following  the  announcement  in  Holly- 
wood of  the  Academy  awards  for  the  past 
year,  various  neighborhood  exhibitors 
making  capital  of  the  fact  that  stars 
or  productions  had  received  “Oscars.” 

Ray  Allen  of  the  Hollywood  featured 
Bette  Davis  in  “Jezebel”  for  a return 
showing  while  “You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You”  was  screened  again  by  H.  Freedman 
of  the  Circle. 


Transcontinental  Airline 
Is  a Boon  to  Exchanges 

Ottawa — ^The  far-flung  film  exchanges 
in  the  Dominion,  with  branch  offices  scat- 
tered from  St.  John,  N.  B.,  on  the  At- 
lantic seaboard  to  Vancouver  on  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  are  now  enjoying  a I’apid  mail 
communication  system  for  the  first  time 
in  the  opening  of  Trans-Canada  Air  Lines 
with  its  transcontinental  daily  service  both 
ways,  actual  delivei’y  of  letters  between  the 
wddest  points  taking  less  than  24  hours  as 
compared  with  the  former  train  service  of 
from  four  to  five  days.  This  air  mail 
service,  under  federal  government  aus- 
pices, just  opened,  is  to  be  followed  by  the 
inauguration  on  April  1 of  a similar  pas- 
senger service  when  all  film  exchange 
branches  will  be  only  a comparatively  few 
hours  apart  for  film  and  mail  delivery  as 
well  as  for  passenger  trips. 

The  cities  in  eastern  Canada  which  have 
now  been  linked  with  the  west  include  Ot- 
tawa, Montreal,  Toronto  and  North  Bay, 
thence  to  Winnipeg. 


MONTREAL 

(Continued  from  page  94) 

an  increase  of  seven  over  the  previous 
year. 

Danielle  Darrieux,  Parisian  star  who 
ivent  to  Hollywood  for  six  months  on  con- 
tract with  Universal,  is  back  in  France 
and  says  she  doesn’t  want  to  return  to 
Hollywood.  “They  ivanted  to  remake  my 
face,  figure  and  soul.  They  wanted  a new 
me.  I resisted  and  I left,”  she  said. 

Maurice  Manel,  a bachelor  and  24,  and 
a dress  cutter  by  trade,  has  been  awarded 
the  Montreal  Standard's  “movie  doubles” 
prize  for  his  resemblance  to  Douglas  Fair- 
banks jr.  ...  As  no  property  owners  ob- 
jected, Westmount  City  Council  adopted 
the  by-law  authorizing  the  Montreal  Reper- 
tory Theati’e  to  erect  a theatre  in  the 
su'jurban  municipality. 

Filmrow  visitors:  A.  Veilleux,  St.  George’s 
Theatre,  St.  George  de  Beauce;  W.  Rosen- 
bloom,  Ste.  Anne  de  Bellevue;  P.  Senecal. 
George  Theatre.  Ste.  Therese;  A.  E.  Gre- 
goire,  Capitol,  St.  John's,  and  E.  Martmeau, 
'Valley  field. 

Hollywood  theatres  featured  Molly  Picon 
in  her  new  Yiddish  film,  “Mamele”  . . . 
Captain  C.  J.  Decle,  manager  of  the  Em- 
press, Confederation  Amusements’  house 
in  Notre  Dame  de  Grace,  is  receiving  many 
congratulations  on  the  improved  appear- 
ance of  his  theatre  front  since  erection 
of  a new  awning.  Recent  improvements 
in  the  Empress  include  better  projection 
and  sound  equipment,  new  carpeting  and 
new  decorations.  Captain  Decle  has  been 
manager  of  the  Empress  for  eight  years. 

Music  lovers  of  Montreal  thronged  the 
Palace  to  see  and  hear  the  screen  version 
of  the  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  operetta,  “The 
Mikado.”  The  film  follows  faithfully  the 
operetta. 


Story  for  Max  Baer 

Hollywood — “Born  to  Hang,”  a story 
by  George  Bruce,  has  been  purchased  by 
Grand  National  as  a Max  Baer  western. 


C AIL  Cl  AIR  Y 

^^OLF  BLANKS'TEIN  has  resigned  from 
the  Grand  National  branch  office  in 
Calgary  to  take  over  the  local  manage- 
ment of  Empire-Universal  distribution. 
Harry  Cohen,  recent  manager  of  Empire- 
Universal,  has  been  moved  to  the  Winnipeg 
office. 

Filmrow  and  local  theatremen  put  on  an 
enjoyable  stag  party  March  1 for  Lou 
Geller  of  Warner  at  the  Palliser  Hotel. 
Presentation  of  a silver  tea  service  was 
ynade  to  the  film  manager,  who  was  mar- 
ried on  March  5. 

One  of  the  pioneer  showmen  of  western 
Canada,  long  resident  in  Calgary,  Ernest 
Willis,  71,  died  here  recently.  Born  in 
Australia,  Ernest  Willis  came  as  an  actor 
to  the  west  after  touring  Europe,  the  U.S. 
and  Canada.  He  produced  many  legitimate 
shows,  but  gave  up  the  profession  25  years 
ago.  Entered  the  billboard  business  to 
make  a modest  fortune,  Willis  always  kept 
in  touch  with  show  business  and  came  to 
the  aid  of  many  companies  when  they 
were  in  financial  difficulties. 


Censors  Watch  Newsreels 
Against  Campaigning 

Ottawa — Intimation  is  forthcoming  from 
official  sources  that  the  present  Canadian 
government  will  go  to  the  country  follow- 
ing the  current  session  of  the  17th  Parlia- 
ment and  that  the  federal  elections  will  be 
held  Monday,  September  11.  This  will 
bring  the  usual  campaigning  up  and 
down,  the  bustlings  and  election  adver- 
tising and  publicity  will  be  featured  every- 
where except  on  the  theatre  screens  which 
will  be  entirely  free  from  campaigning, 
this  being  the  prescribed  policy  in  the 
various  provinces. 

Boards  of  censors  will  tune  their  atten- 
tion to  detect  any  trace  of  political  propa- 
ganda by  any  candidate  or  party  and  any 
politician  who  will  be  able  to  get  into  the 
newsreels  will  practically  have  to  be 
smothered  by  a scene-full  of  other  com- 
mon people  before  the  “clip”  can  pass  the 
censor  board.  Somewhat  the  same  situa- 
tion applies  to  radio  broadcasting  across 
the  Dominion  in  which  no  semblance  of  a 
political  speech  is  permitted  for  48  hours 
prior  to  election  day  to  prevent  any  11th- 
hour  sensation. 


Harry  H.  Sparks  Dies 
In  Toronto  Hospital 

Toronto — The  death  has  occurred  at  St. 
Joseph’s  Hospital,  Toronto,  of  a popular 
figure  in  the  theatre  world,  Harry  H. 
Sparks,  former  vaudeville  actor  and,  for 
some  years,  head  of  a Toronto  printing 
establishment  which  catered  to  the  needs 
of  film  exchanges,  circuits  and  individual 
exhibitors.  The  deceased  was  a member 
of  the  Old-Time  Entertainers’  Ass’n  and 
had  donated  his  services  as  a vocalist  on 
numerous  occasions  right  up  to  his  last 
illness.  Death  resulted  from  pneumonia. 
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Production  Steady; 

45  Films  in  Work 

Hollywood  — Production  is  holding 
steady,  with  a total  of  45  on  sound  stages 
and  another  nine  being  readied  to  aug- 
ment that  figure  during  the  week. 

Metro  is  filming  nine,  none  of  them  new 
starts.  Warner  launched  “Enemy  Agent” 
to  card  the  same  total.  Paramount  sent 
“Million  Dollar  Legs,”  new  title  for  “Cam- 
pus Dormitory,”  into  work,  and  has  seven 
in  production.  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
has  six  in  work. 

RKO  Radio  started  “Little  Mother”  and 
“G-Dogs”  bringing  its  total  to  five.  Re- 
public has  four,  including  a new  untitled 
Gene  Autry  western.  Universal  gunned 
“For  Love  or  Money,”  registering  three 
features  and  a serial  in  work.  The  same 
pace  is  being  hit  by  Columbia,  although  it 
had  no  starts  listed.  After  many  delays. 
Monogram  was  to  gun  “Boys’  Reforma- 
tory,” carding  a two-picture  total. 

United  Artists  has  one  picture  in  work, 
Edward  Small’s  “The  Man  in  the  Iron 
Mask.” 


Coastal  Progressives 
Will  Expand  Activity 

Hollywood — While  elaborate  plans  are 
being  laid  to  entertain  Dr.  Eduard  Benes, 
former  president  of  Czechoslovakia,  when 
he  arrives  here  to  be  guest  of  honor  at  a 
banquet  to  be  given  March  21  by  the  Hol- 
lywood Committee  of  56,  progressive 
groups  in  the  film  capital  will  enlarge 
their  hand-shaking  activities  to  include 
Professor  Harold  J.  Laski,  world  affairs 
interpreter,  advisor  to  English  cabinet 
ministers  and,  at  various  times,  a faculty 
member  at  Yale  and  Harvard. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi  League  and  with  Irving  Pichel 
and  Melvyn  Douglas  on  the  platform  as 
chairmen,  Laski  will  speak  March  20  at 
the  Philharmonic  Auditorium. 

The  banquet  for  Dr.  Benes  is  being 
given  by  the  Committee  of  56  to  spur  its 
drive  for  severance  of  economic  and  diplo- 
matic relations  with  Nazi  Germany, 
laimched  some  months  ago  when  the 
Committee  announced  it  would  attempt  to 
gain  20,000,000  signatures  to  a “Declara- 
tion of  Economic  Independence”  from  that 
country,  to  be  forwarded  to  President 
Roosevelt. 

First  lecture  in  Associated  Film  Audi- 
ences’ series  of  eight  was,  according  to  re- 
ports, so  successfully  received  that  it  will 
be  repeated,  for  a larger  audience,  in 
about  six  weeks.  Under  the  general  topic, 
“How  Motion  Pictures  Are  Made,”  Direc- 
tor Prank  Tuttle  “shot”  a dummy  scene. 
Next  lecture  was  to  be  given  March  10  by 
Irving  Pichel,  devoted  to  a discussion  of 
the  history  of  the  film  industry. 


Columbia  Assigns  Joe  E. 

Hollywood — Joe  E.  Brown’s  first  com- 
edy under  his  recently-signed  Columbia 
pact  will  be  “Spook  House.”  Robert  Sparks 
will  produce. 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


North  Sea 

Lenauer  International  24  Mins. 

A documentary  short  about  the  hazards 
of  fishing  in  the  North  Sea.  It  is  photo- 
graphed with  austere  simplicity  and  con- 
veys in  a striking  manner  the  ruggedness 
of  the  folk  who  man  the  boats.  The  char- 
acters are  real  fishermen  aboard  a trawler 
which  is  crippled  by  the  heavy  seas.  A 
definite  dramatic  note  is  struck  as  the 
crew  waits  stolidly  for  word  from  the 
friendly  radio  stations  along  the  coast. 
The  storm  clears  and  with  their  ma- 
chinery repaired,  the  crew  gratefully  de- 
clines assistance  and  heads  for  home. 
Probably  just  another  incident  for  them 
but,  nevertheless,  it  makes  good  short  sub- 
ject material. 

The  Champagne  Music  of 
Lawrence  Welk 

Paramount  (Headliners)  10  Mins. 

A distinctive  type  of  dance  music,  sooth- 
ing to  the  ear  and  less  brassy  than  the 
popular  swing  vogue,  is  played  by  Law- 
rence Welk’s  orchestra.  He  features  an 
electric  organ  and  an  accordion  in  his  en- 
semble. The  band  opens  with  “Bubbles  in 
the  Wine,”  continues  with  “Ain’t  She 
Sweet,”  “Kinda  Lonesome,”  “I  Go  for 
That”  and  “When  Paw  Was  Courtin’ 
Maw.”  Attractive  Lois  Best  and  Parnell 
Grina  are  the  featured  vocalists. 


Snow  Falls 

RKO  (Pathe  Sportscope)  9 Mins. 

One  of  the  best  subjects  of  its  kind 
with  the  art  and  intricacies  of  skiing  pic- 
tured from  all  angles.  There  are  thrills 
aplenty  for  the  sports  fans.  The  snow 
blanket  vistas  are  appealing  to  the  eye 
and  there  are  some  hair-raising  stunts 
performed.  Andre  Baruch  lends  additional 
color  with  his  narrative.  A timely  sub- 
ject and  should  find  a preferred  spot  on 
any  program. 


Circus  Co-Ed 

Paramount  (Paragraphic)  10  Mins. 

The  training  of  a young  woman  circus 
performer  is  the  subject  of  this  reel.  It 
rates  as  estimable  program  material  and 
provides  an  interesting  insight  to  what 
takes  place  behind  the  “big  top.”  This  par- 


ticular young  girl  proves  to  be  an  apt 
pupil  and,  in  no  time,  she  is  an  accom- 
plished trapeze  artiste  and  equestrienne. 
Featured  in  the  short  are  the  Clarksonians, 
an  acrobatic  circus  troupe.  The  commen- 
tary, in  the  Pete  Smith  style,  unfortunate- 
ly is  not  a very  good  takeoff. 


The  Sporting  Irish 

Paramount  (Sportlight)  10  Mins. 

Begorra,  if  this  ain’t  a natural  for  St. 
Patrick’s  Day.  Filmed  entirely  in  Ireland, 
it  presents  the  sporting  side  of  the  fight- 
ing Irish  in  an  entertaining  reel.  The 
short  opens  with  some  attractive  pastoral 
scenes.  Then  there  are  some  shots  of  the 
ancient  game  of  street  bowling  and  the 
famous  Irish  jumpers  following  the  hounds 
over  the  countryside.  The  concluding  por- 
tion is  an  exciting  glimpse  of  the  national 
pastime,  hurling.  It’s  a championship 
game  which  takes  place  in  Dublin  and 
for  those  unacquainted  with  the  sport,  it 
should  suffice  to  say  that  it  is  highly 
exemplary  of  modified  larceny.  Erin’go 
bragh. 


ThaTs  Africa 

Paramount  (Paragraphics)  10  Mins. 

Condensed  into  this  single  reel  is  some 
of  the  best  travelogue  material  that  has 
hit  the  screen  in  a long  time.  The  film 
presentation  is  by  Margaret  and  Lawrence 
Thaw  and  has  a novel  and  refreshing  slant. 
It  opens  with  the  small  caravan  visiting 
the  oases  in  the  Sahara  desert  and  then 
to  a village  of  black  warriors  whose  fight- 
ing men  wear  armor  from  the  middle 
ages.  A fascinating  question  of  how  chain 
mail  filtered  down  through  the  ages  to 
these  remote  people  in  the  wilds  of  Africa 
lingers  on  as  the  short  concludes. 


Paramount  Pictorial 

Paramount  (No.  8)  10  Mins. 

Two  diversified  subjects  are  included  in 
this  short  which  rates  as  average  program 
filler.  One  of  the  processes  which  has  re- 
sisted the  encroachment  of  the  machine  is 
the  manufacturing  of  gold  leaf.  How  the 
gold  bar  is  stamped  into  thousands  of 
transparent  metal  squares  is  illustrated. 
The  other  topic  is  about  the  annual  sum- 
mer pilgrimage  of  Montana  sheep  to  gov- 
ernment grazing  grounds,  high  on  the 
Great  Divide. 


Paulette  Goddard  Is  on 
Loanout  to  Paramount 

Hollywood — Paulette  Goddard  has  been 
borrowed  from  Selznick  International  by 
Paramoiuit  to  co-star  with  Bob  Hope  in 
“The  Cat  and  the  Canary,”  rolling  April 
1 with  Arthur  Hornblow  jr.  producing 
and  Elliott  Nugent  directing. 


Directs  Crime  Clubber 

Hollywood — Charles  Lament  has  been 
signed  to  direct  “Metropolitan  Police,”  a 
Crime  Club  production,  for  Universal. 


Four  of  38  Rejected  by 
Indorsers  of  Indiana 

Indianapolis — 'Thirty-four  of  38  films  re- 
viewed by  the  Indiana  Indorsers  of  Photo- 
plays in  February  were  recommended  as 
worthwhile  entertainment.  'The  remain- 
ing four  were  rejected  from  an  entertain- 
ment point-of-view.  Seven  short  subjects 
reviewed  were  adjudged  excellent  enter- 
tainment for  children. 

Among  the  features,  “Gunga  Din”  and 
“Pygmalion”  were  classed  as  outstanding. 
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Several  Angles  Sell 
"Grand  Illusion" 

Philadelphia — Warner  theatres  here  il- 
lustrated the  different  advertising  angles 
possible  with  a single  picture  in  their 
campaign  for  the  French  film,  “Grand 
Illusion.” 

Henry  Kahan.  of  the  Savoia,  working 
with  A1  Zimbalist,  stressed  the  anti-war 
angle  to  leaders  of  women’s  clubs,  and  got 
almost  1,000  clubs  to  endorse  the  film  in 
letters  sent  out  on  the  clubs’  own  stationery 
to  members  and  affiliates. 

Jules  Reisman,  of  the  Capitol,  York, 
emphasized  the  French  language  of  the 
film,  got  French  teachers,  French  clubs 
interested. 

Bob  Nissenson,  of  the  Park,  picked  on 
an  incident  in  the  film  w'here  Rosenthal, 
a Jewish  soldier,  is  slighted  because  of 
his  race.  Nissenson  had  a special  screening 
for  rabbis,  many  of  whom  commented  on 
the  film  in  Sabbath  sermons.  He  also  got 
the  Anti-Defamation  League  and  Jewish 
social  organizations  to  bring  the  film  to 
their  members’  attention. 

World  Pictm’es,  which  distributed  the 
film,  is  going  to  award  $175  in  prizes  for 
the  best  local  campaigns. 


Kaycee  Agog  for  Debut 
Of  "Tin  From  Missouri" 

Kansas  City — Paramoimt  publicists  are 
here  working  on  the  premiere  of  “I’m  From 
Missouri,”  which  opens  at  the  Newman 
March  16.  Tlie  occasion  shapes  up  as  an 
utstanding  event. 

Tlie  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
he  state  chamber  will  participate  in  the 
premiere  as  will  local  merchants  in  cele- 
brating the  opening  with  a special  Missouri 
Day  celebration. 

Among  the  campaign  highlights  was  a 
private  screening  of  the  picture  for  Gov- 
ernor Lloyd  C.  Stark  at  the  executive 
mansion  attended  by  state  dignitaries,  city 
officials  and  important  newspaper  execu- 
tives. 

Gladys  George,  who  appears  opposite 
Bob  Burns,  and  Director  Ted  Reed  will 
attend  the  premiere  for  personal  appear- 
ances. 'Tlie  Kraft  Music  Hall  broadcast 
also  will  be  worked  into  the  premiere  with 
Burns  doing  a direct  talk  to  the  Newman 
audience  via  a special  sound  track. 


Airliner  Over  City  Sells 
"Wings  of  the  Navy" 

Milwaukee — Harry  MacDonald  staged 
a heavy  campaign  in  connection  with  the 
midwest  premiere  of  “Wings  of  the  Navy” 
at  the  Warner  Tlieatre  here,  which  in- 
cluded a big  airliner,  lighted  up,  circling 
over  the  downtown  area  several  times. 


Elaborate  Foyer  Display 
For  RKO's  'Gunga  Din 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. — As  a special 
feature  for  RKO’s  “Gunga  Din,”  the  art 
department  of  the  Colorado  Tlieatre  here 
worked  out  an  elaborate  display  in  the 
foyer,  playing  up  cutouts  from  the  film 
and  setting  up  a system  of  trick  lighting 
which  attracted  wide  attention. 

Working  with  Boy  Scouts,  Manager  Dan 
Cottral  also  conducted  a Valor  Contest, 
with  the  winner  getting  either  a set  of 
Kipling’s  stories  or  $10  in  cash. 


Flash  Circular  Handed 
Out  in  Devils  Lake 

Devils  Lake,  N.  D. — A four-page  flash 
circular  tying  up  the  picture’s  quality  with 
the  debated  armament  appropriation  by 
the  New  Deal,  was  employed  by  A.  E. 
Ableson,  manager  of  the  State  here,  in 
selling  “Gunga  Din.” 

Copy,  referring  to  the  expenditm’e,  went 
something  like  this:  “Do  we  need  Pro- 
tection? Would  it  increase  Taxes?  Would 
it  help  the  Unemployed?  Maybe  ‘Yes.’ 
Maybe  ‘No.’ 

“But  when  America  talks  about  good 
entertainment^ — Tliere’s  no  MAYBE  about 
the  entertainment  value  of  “Gunga  Din.” 

The  other  pages  were  devoted  to  film 
stills  in  brown  and  red. 


Perfume  for  Patrons 
To  Sell  a Picture 

Cleveland  — “There’s  That  Woman 
Again”  afforded  Louis  Swee,  manager  of 
the  Knickerbocker  Theatre,  an  Associated 
circuit  house,  an  opportunity  to  combine 
both  his  exploitation  astuteness  and  his 
sense  of  humor. 

He  set  up  a perfume  bar  in  the  lobby  of 
the  theatre,  with  a smartly  dressed  French 
girl  in  charge,  who  squirted  perfume  on 
the  patrons  as  they  entered  the  auditor- 
ium. And  then,  just  to  make  the  stunt 
real  snappy,  he  gave  the  men  a small 
card  telling  that  it  was  just  a scheme  to 
advertise  “That  Certain  Woman.”  The 
card  was  designed  to  act  as  an  alibi — 
just  in  case  the  missus  or  the  girl  friend 
doubted  his  story. 


He  Made  Use  of 
The  Elements 

Ellsworth,  Kas. — When  if  snowed 
heavily  here  and  all  over  western  Kan- 
sas last  week,  J.  G.  Weigand,  manager 
of  the  Dickinson  Theatre,  nailed  picture 
copy  to  sticks  and  placed  them  on  big 
drifts  down  the  main  street.  Copy  read: 

'Tt  Happened 
While  Ellsworth  Slept; 

See 

What  Happens 

WHILE  NEW  YORK  SLEEPS" 


NUGGETS 

JN  CONNECTION  with  the  showings  of 
“Tlie  Adventures  of  Jane  Arden,”  the 
Ward  Baking  Co.,  sponsor  of  the  “Jane 
Arden”  radio  program,  is  distributing 
thousands  of  four-page  heralds  throughout 
the  country  as  giveaways  to  patrons. 


A lecture  tour  of  schools  hy  Russ  Hooger- 
hyde,  national  archery  champion,  who  is 
featured  in  “Bow  Strings”  is  being  tied  in 
with  theatres  playuig  the  show.  Theatres 
are  being  notified  of  the  local  lecture’s 
dates  so  that  they  can  capitalize  on  the 
studeiits’  interest. 

• 

Four  hundred  telegrams  were  sent  to  as 
many  Spokane  citizens  by  H.  D.  McBride, 
Granada  manager,  inviting  them  to  a pri- 
vate preview  of  “A  Man  to  Remember” 
heralded  in  the  wire  as  one  of  the  great- 
est pictures  ever  produced. 

• 

Warner  tied  in  with  the  Seripps-Hotv- 
ard  Aeronautical  Scholarship  competition 
on  “Wings  of  the  Navy.”  The  newspaper 
chain  inaugurated  the  contest  some  time 
ago  in  conjunction  loith  the  government’s 
plan  to  train  civilian  aviators.  Local  en- 
trants in  the  competition  held  in  16  key 
cities  were  invited  to  loitness  a special 
show  with  resultant  publicity  in  the 
Scripps- Howard  paper. 


Model  Airplane  Contest 
Plugs  Columbia  Serial 

New  York — Columbia  has  arranged  a 
nation-wide  model  airplane  building  con- 
test to  be  staged  by  exhibitors  locally  in 
conjunction  with  its  latest  serial,  “Flying 
G-Men.” 

Through  arrangements  with  the  Comet 
Model  Airplane  and  Supply  Co.,  who  are 
staging  “The  Flying  G-Men  Model  Air- 
plane Contest”  exhibitors  are  offered  a 
specially  prepared  contest  kit  which  con- 
tains all  the  material,  including  prize 
awards,  needed  to  conduct  a local  contest. 

The  kit  contains  ten  prizes  including 
a Clipper  Gas  Kit,  a Clipper  Jr.  Kit,  and 
Aeronica  “Kit”  and  seven  gold  wing  pins. 
Also  included  are  100  entry  blanks,  two 
posters  and  a complete  set  of  directions. 

Comet  is  offering  in  addition,  at  whole- 
sale prices,  an  8i/2-inch  wing  span  glider, 
imprinted  with  the  title,  and  a model  air- 
plane kit  that  makes  up  a plane  similar 
to  the  one  used  in  the  picture. 

Other  exploitation  tieups  are  with  Lionel 
Co.,  A.  G.  Gilbert  Co.,  and  the  Colonial 
Co.  There  is  also  a Flying  G-Men  metal 
badge  to  give  to  members  of  exhibitors’ 
“Junior  Air  Defenders”  organizations. 
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PRACTICAL  IDEAS  BY  PRACTICAL  SHOWMEN' 


SeUtn^  Seats 


Diversified  Tieups 
On  "Pypalion" 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — The  town  went  Hol- 
lywood for  one  night  when  Loew’s  high- 
lighted its  campaign  on  “Pygmalion”  with 
a reserved  seat  preview  which  was  at- 
tended, by  socialites,  prominent  civic  of- 
ficials and  newspaper  people. 

The  house  was  closed  after  the  late 
afternoon  show  and  reopened  approxi- 
mately at  7:30  p.  m.  Special  arc  lamps, 
50,000  watts,  illuminated  the  front  of 
theatre.  The  lobby  was  decorated  with 
flowers  and  the  ushers  were  attired  in 
evening  clothes.  A footman  handled  curb 
patrons  with  a special  carpet  leading  to  the 
foyer. 

Broadcast  From  Stage 

A half  hour  before  the  picture  opened 
there  was  a radio  broadcast  staged  from 
the  lobby  conveying  the  glamour  of  the  op- 
ening as  expressed  by  the  local  celebrities. 
Incidental  light  classic  piano  selections 
played  in  a subdued  manner  on  a brand 
new  Wurlitzer  loaned  for  the  occasion 
made  up  the  lobby  background.  Two  small 
girls  in  page  outfits  stood  at  each  aisle 
entrance  and  distributed  souvenir  pro- 
grams. 

A special  organist  was  engaged  to  open 
the  program  rendering  a classic  and  fea- 
turing a vocal  number.  Two  small  boys 
in  bellhop  uniforms  were  picked  up  by 
the  spotlight  as  they  slowly  drew  back 
the  silver  drop  curtain  heralding  the  fea- 
ture presentation. 

Other  means  used  to  ballyhoo  picture 
were:  Specially  printed  souvenir  pro- 

grams; 5,000  doorknob  hangers  left  in 
business  and  residential  districts;  2,000 
cards  placed  over  milk  bottle  cards;  spe- 
cial stickers  for  menus,  the  Rochester 
Sunday  American  and  Movie  Mirror;  and 
200  front  and  back  bumper  signs  placed 
with  the  local  cab  company. 

Tissue  Paper  Company  Tieup 

Through  a tieup  with  a tissue  paper 
company,  1,000  perfumed  tissues  were  in- 
serted in  envelopes  with  copy  advising  the 
recipient  to  save  it  because  “You’ll  laugh 
until  you  cry  when  you  see  Bernard  Shaw’s 
“Pygmalion.”  The  tieup  mentioned  a store 
which  devoted  entire  window  with  stills 
and  posters  of  picture. 

Heads  of  English  classes  were  mailed 
group  discussion  guides.  Eastman  Thea- 
tre concert  subscribers  received  letters 
with  diagram  of  theatre  advising  them  to 
reserve  seats  for  the  preview.  The  re- 
sponse was  impressive,  bringing  in  class 
theatregoers  not  only  for  the  preview,  but 
for  the  regular  engagement. 

A special  window  in  a leading  furniture 
store  featured  a caricature  of  Bernard 
Shaw  with  pen  in  one  hand  standing  be- 
side a secretarial  desk  amid  papers  crush- 
ed and  strewn  on  the  floor,  obviously  dis- 


carded while  writing  “Pygmalion.”  A script 
was  placed  on  the  top  center  of  desk  for 
the  curious  to  read  and  in  the  other  hand 
Shaw  held  his  own  personal  criticism  of 
the  play,  “You  should  see  it  20  times, 
etc.” 

Artist  LaRue  Edwards  conceived  two 
unique  caricature  posters.  One  had  Shaw 
in  cap  and  gown  heralding  the  preview 
and  the  other  had  Shaw  poking  his  head 
out  of  a boxoffice  and  asking  “How 
many?” 

Newspaper  Wit  Contest 

A contest  planted  with  the  Evening 
News  which  ran  for  five  days,  gave  women 
a chance  to  sharpen  their  wit  by  striking 
back  with  a typical  Shaw  expression  ap- 
plicable to  love,  matrimony  or  the  weak- 
ness of  men,  in  not  more  than  25  words. 
Each  break  carried  a balloon  remark  by 
Shaw  slamming  the  fair  sex.  Prizes  were 
cash  awards  and  guests  tickets. 

The  campaign  was  staged  by  Manager 
Lester  Pollock  and  assisted  by  Jack  Gill- 
more,  M-G-M  exploiteer.  Loew’s  em- 
ployes also  received  a pat  on  the  back  for 
their  work. 


Libraries  in  Cleveland 
In  'Pygmalion  Tieup 

Cleveland  — Exhibits  for  “Pygmalion,” 
illustrated  with  stills  from  the  film,  were 
placed  in  all  branches  of  the  local  library 
system,  following  a tieup  engineered  by 
Charles  C.  Deardourff,  M-G-M  exploiteer 
here,  and  Frederick  L.  Myers,  publicity 
director  of  Cleveland’s  PubUc  Library. 

Another  display  calling  attention  to  the 
importance  of  using  the  English  language 
correctly,  also  was  displayed  at  the  Hotel 
Cleveland  during  the  convention  of  the 
National  Ass’n  of  the  Teachers  of  Speech. 


Brief  Synopses  in 
Ads  Help  Sell 

Chicago — The  H.  & E.  Balaban  Esquire 
Theatre,  always  good  for  an  innovation 
of  one  type  or  another,  has  found  that  the 
style  of  advertising  originated  by  Elmer 
Balaban  is  so  good  that  other  local  the- 
atres have  adopted  the  idea. 

Balaban  some  months  ago  decided  that 
mere  titles  and  star  names  of  pictures 
were  not  enough  when  the  film  was  not 
heavily  pre-sold.  Thus  on  pictures  that 
nevertheless  have  true  quality,  the  Esquire 
advertising  carries  five  or  six  agate  lines 
telling  something  of  the  story. 

Such  an  ad  was  run  on  “Dramatic 
School.”  'The  copy: 

“Behind,  the  apparent  glamour  of  the  people  of 
the  theatre  is  the  drama  of  their  personal  lives 
rising  from  their  struggle  for  recognition.  Our 
film  tells  the  story  of  these  people  through  a 
series  of  interesting  character  studies  given  by 
Luise  Rainer,  Paulette  Goddard  and  Henry 
Stephenson." 

Similar  copy  has  been  used  on  many 
other  pictures.  And  the  same  style  is  be- 
ing used  by  several  other  theatres,  includ- 
ing the  Cinema,  Howard,  Adelphi,  and 
others  whenever  an  appropriate  picture 
presents  itself  for  such  ad  treatment. 

A Three-Day  Contest  lor 
"Jesse  James"  Staged 

Beaver  Dam,  Wis. — Fox’s  Odeon  Theatre 
here  staged  a three-day  contest  in  con- 
nection with  the  showing  of  “Jesse  James,” 
which  called  for  matching  stanzas  of  old 
American  folk  ditties  to  stills  from  the 
picture.  Winner  received  a radio. 


Log  for  "Valley  of  the  Giants" — 


The  scene  is  laid  in  front  of  the  Oldham  Theatre  in  Sparta,  Tenn.  The  giant 
log,  of  course,  proved  a stopper  for  Warner  Bros.’  “Valley  of  the  Giants.” 
Letters  made  of  limbs  spelled  out  the  title  and  playdates  above  the  boxoffice. 
Behind  the  spectacles  and  the  cigar  is  J.  S.  Cardwell  who  thinks  up  ideas 
like  this  to  help  things  along  at  the  boxoffice.  He  manages  the  Oldham. 
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SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


^leattna  4iou.5e 

• Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 


THEATRE  DATE  STRIPS 


THEATRES  FOR  LEASE 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLAN- 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

NEW  EXHIBITOR  EASY  PAYMENT 
PLAN  now  available  on  soimd  and  projec- 
tion equipment.  Ask  for  catalog  and  save 
money!  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 

Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation:  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  In- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

FOR  SALE — Complete  RCA  sound,  adap- 
table to  Powers  machine.  First  class  con- 
dition, suitable  for  500  seat  house.  Price: 
$195.00  cash.  B-1101,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP — Complete  theatre 
equipment,  projectors  and  sound;  300 
veneer  chairs.  Dudgeon  and  Thomas, 
Orrick,  Mo. 


DOOR  CLOSERS 

ALL  MAKES  Door  Closers  repaired. 
New  Closers  for  every  door.  Prompt  ser- 
vice. Quotations  on  request.  Columbus 
Door  Closer  Co.,  209  East  Long  St.,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


FLASH!!!  Modern,  durable,  beautifiU, 
extraordinary — that  describes  20th  Cen- 
tury rainbow-colored  metal  theatre  date 
strips.  Two  sizes — 3''xl4"  and  4"xl4'' — 
I5c  each.  You  MUST  see  these.  Send  15c 
for  sample.  20TH  CENTURY  PLATING, 
Erie,  Pa. 


BOOKS 


SECOND  PRINTING — Copyrighted  in- 
structions for  building  your  own  guillotine 
type  electric  change-overs  for  Simplex, 
front  or  rear  shutters,  at  $5.00  or  less  per 
pair.  Instructions  $1.00  per  copy.  D’AR- 
MAND  SUPPLY  CO.,  Grant-Grandview 
Ave.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 


FREE — Tlie  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 


USED  CHAIRS  AT  BARGAIN  PRICES! 
Veneer,  upholstered  seats  ready  for  years 
of  service,  75c  up.  Choice  of  372  lots.  Write 
S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats:  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 


BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  Per  Thousand 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100.  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4704  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


HERE  IS  YOUR  HANDY  ORDER'*  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  following  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


WILL  LEASE  Nan-Grey  neighborhood 
theatre,  Houston,  Texas;  fully  equipped, 
$200.00  monthly;  or  sell  for  $8,000.00.  D.  F. 
Luckie,  1811  Main  St.,  Houston,  Texas. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WILL  BUY  OR  LEASE  small  town  the- 
atre in  west  Texas  or  New  Mexico.  B-1098, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


WANTED:  To  lease  or  buy  theatre, 
small  town  in  southern  state;  all  particu- 
lars. Box  421,  Newton,  Mississippi. 

WANTED — Theatres  in  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Kentucky.  Towns  1,500  or  over. 
Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  Virginia,  HI. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

PROJECTIONIST — Fifteen  years’  ex- 
perience; will  go  anywhere:  married. 
Know  sign  writing.  Projectionist,  4008 
Clarendon  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


HELP  WANTED 

OPERATORS  (experienced)  — Every 
state,  movie  circuit  work;  car  needed.  518 
State  Theatre  Bldg.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

FILM  SALESMEN — Side  line  leases  on 
sight;  50%  commission.  Write  S.G.A.,  1303 
S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  rolls  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  roUs,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St..  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  US  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT'S 

^^TUNES^^ 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III 
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Alphabetical  Index  to  the  Sooktnq  ^katt 

T...-.  A GUIDE  TO  ^ C U R R E N T R E L E A S E S 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  for  exhibitors  who 
know  the  title  of  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  24  9028 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  .Jane  Arden 

(IVB)  Feb.  18  321 

Almost  a Gentleman  (KKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Angrels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO) 

Oct.  22  908 

Arizona  I.effion  (IIKO)  Jan.  14..  982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8.3806 
Arrest  Bulldog-  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  26 3812 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 

B 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) . . 
Beachcomber.  I’lie  (Para)  Dec.  3.3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (BKO) 

Jan.  28  915 

Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  .5 9011 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Boys  Reformator.v  (Mono)  

Broadwa.v  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  29  368 

Broadwa.v  Serenade  (M-G-M) . . . 

Bronze  Buckaroo  (Sack) 

Brother  Rat  (FN)  Oct.  22 355 

Burn  ’Km  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

C 

Cafe  Societ.v  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 3826 
California  Frontier  (Col) 

Dec.  24  8206 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) . . . 
Campus  Confessions  (Para) 

Sept.  17  3802 

Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat’l) 

reissue  

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 928 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  917 

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29....  312 
Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29..  909 
Come  On  Rangers  (Rep)  Dec.  3..  818 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN) 

Dec.  17  370 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18.3822 
Cowboy  and  the  I.ady  (UA) 

Nov.  26  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col) 

D 

Dangerous  Secrets  (GN) 

Oct,  29  230 

Dark  Victory  ( . . ) Mar.  11 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 303 

Disbarred  (Para)  .Jan.  14 3818 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) 

Nov.  12  805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  920 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  15  915 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 3854 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) .... 
Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 

Dec.  3 935 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 .301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 3032 

F 

Fast  and  J.oose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 

Family  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep) 

Jan.  14  820 

F'end  of  the  Range  (Metropolitan) 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

,Jan.  21  808 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11... 
Fisherman’s  W'harf  (RItO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9026 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  3 914 

Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11..  823 


Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20..  352 

Four  Feathers  (UA)  

Four  (iirls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  92i 

Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

Froniier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  325 
Frontiers  of  ’49  (Col)  Mar.  11... 92 12 
Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26.... 3856 
Fugitives  for  a Niglit  (RKO) 

Mystery  I’lane  (Mono)  Mar.  4... 3809 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dee.  24.. 3023 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10.... 3818 
Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12.. 3801 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN) 

.July  .30  3.58 

(diost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 3054 

(iirl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29..  369 

Girls’  .School  (Col)  Oct.  1 8012 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dee.  24 3.59 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14  91.3 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12..  908 

(iuilty  Trails  (Univ)  .3052 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Gnnga  Din  (KKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 310 

Harlem  Rides  the  Range  (Sack) 
Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dec.  17  362 
His  Exciting  Night  (ITniv) 

Dec.  10  3036 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Ilomiciile  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11.9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Honor  of  the  West  (Univ) 3055 

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  936 

I 

J Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3812 

I’m  Ifrom  Missouri  (Para) 

I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22..  806 
1 Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25.  824 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

Idiot’s  Deligbt  (M-G-IM)  Feb.  4.  920 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1...3810 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5... .3809 

In  F’arly  Arizona  (Col) 9211 

I Take  This  Woman  (M-G-M) . . 

I 

Jesse  Janies  (3011i-Fox)  Jan.  21.  . 921 
Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th- 

Fox)  Nov.  5 915 

K 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  24...  923 

Kid  Ifrom  Texas  (M-G-M) 929 

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para)  Oct.  8.. 3804 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 

L 

J.ad.v  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 

I. ady  Vanishes  (IVB)  Oct.  15... 8010 
last  Express  (Univ)  Oct.  22.... 3028 

J. ast  Warning  (Univ)  Deo.  10... 3027 
l.nw  of  the  Texan  (C^ol)  Oct.  29.8885 

I.  aw  West  of  Tombstone  (KKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

J. awless  Valley  (KKO)  Nov.  5...  981 
J.et  Freedom  King  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  926 

J.et  Us  l.ive  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

l.isten  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22..  9frt 

J.ittle  Adventuress  (Col) ...90*0 

J.ittle  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  3 3814 

J.ittle  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

T.ittle  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

J.ittle  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  26 3011 

J.one  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 9213 

l.one  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

.Jan.  28  9014 

T.ong  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 313 

J.ost  Patrol  (RKO)  

M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (KKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

5Ian  to  Remember  (KKO)  Oct.  8 905 
IMan  IVith  100  Faces  (GB) 

Nov.  19  8008 

Men  With  Wings  (Para)  Oct.  29  . 3808 

Mexicali  Jtose  (Rep)  843 

Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 

■Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Oft  (RKO) 

Sept.  10  904 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning 


(20th-Fox)  926 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-Fox)  937 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono) 

Oct.  8 3804 

My  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) ...  .9029 
My  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

Mysterious  Miss  X (Rep)  ,Jan.  21  809 
M.vsterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 

June  4 912 

M.vsterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  24.3807 
Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono).. 3806 

Slystery  of  the  White  Room 

(Univ)  

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4. ...3809 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)...  319 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Nav.v  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18.  . .3805 
Newsboys  Home  (Univ)  .Jan.  28.. 3015 
Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

Niglit  Hawk  (Rep)  Oct.  1 817 

Nortli  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11.9038 

o 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  Jan.  28...  314 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  

On  Trial  ( . . ) 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Orage  (Tri-Nat’l)  

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  West  W’ith  the  Hard.vs 

(5I-G-M)  Nov.  26  913 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep)..  862 

P 

Paeific  I.iner  (RKO)  Dec.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 3821 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  W'ith  the  Circus 

(RIvO)  Nov.  26 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l)... 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 3056 

I’irates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

I’ralrie  Justice  (Univ) 3053 

Prairie  Moon  (Rep)  Oct.  29 7107 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28.  822 
Prison  IVithout  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
P.vgmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11 980 

R 

Red  River  Range  (Rep) 861 

Rbythm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep) 

Nov.  26  7108 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 

Dec.  10  3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.W1-2 

Rio  Gramie  (Col)  9202 

Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11.. 
Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  27.  918 
Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3... 3017 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) . 
ICoom  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17..  901 

Rolling  Westward  (Mono) 3863 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep)  . . 853 

S 

St.  J.ouis  Blues  (Para)  ,Jan.  28.  .3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  918 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  863 

Say  It  in  Frencb  (Para)  Nov.  26.3813 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11  320 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3022 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M)  927 

Service  Delaixe  (Univ)  Oct.  22.. 3013 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24  916 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep)..  852 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19..  912 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 

Sisters,  The  (WB)  Oct.  8 302 

Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 
Smoky  Trails  (Metropolitan) . . . 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Mar.  11  3024 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono) 

Jan.  14  3861 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

Jan.  21  

Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4.  . 
S|)ring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  26  911 

Stablemates  (M-G-IM)  Oct.  8....  906 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  7 918 

Star  of  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 

Storm,  The  (Univ) 3016 


Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19  807 
Stor.v  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  938 

Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (KKO)  838 

.Straight,  Place  and  Show 

(20th-Fox)  Oct.  1 911 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 

Oct,  29  9022 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 30.35 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24  8284 

Streets  of  New  York  (Mono) ...  3802 
Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

.Sudden  Money  (Para)  

Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 913 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono). .3862 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 345 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oet.  29 3857 

Sueetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Mono) 

reissue  3827 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24...  910 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dee.  17  3021 

.Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3026 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  925 

Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  Oct.  29.  907 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col) 

July  .30  90.50 

Texas  Stampede  (Col)  9204 

Thanks  for  Everything  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

'I'hanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12  3811 

'I'hat  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct,  8.2007 
There  Goes  BI.v  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  Woman  Again 

(C(d)  Dec.  17  9006 

The.v  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 

Jan.  7 307 

Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  11  927 

Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Univ)  

Thundering  West  (Col)  9203 

Time  Out  for  JMiirder  (20th-Fox) 

July  2 908 

'I'itans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 326 

Tom  Saw.ver,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24  3816 

To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB) 

Oct.  15  318 

Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

Touchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 3819 

Trade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  31 

Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21....W1-1.3 

Trigger  Smith  (Mono) 3854 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (KKO) 

Mar.  11  983 

12  Crowded  Hours  (RKO) 

Feb.  18  917 

U 

Undercover  Agent  (Mono)  

Up  (be  River  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  12  924 

V 

Vacation  From  l.ove  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  8 905 

W 

Wanted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

Oct.  1 .3817 

Mater  Rustlers  (GN)  lVl-1 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9201 

Western  .Jamboree  (Rep)  Dec.  24  841 
Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 

Oct.  29  3860 

IVbile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox)  Oct.  22  922 

Whispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
IVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox)  Feb.  18  930 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono) 

Jan.  7 38.52 

Wings  of  the  Navy  (IVB)  Jan.  21  309 

Within  the  l,aw  (M-G-M) 928 

Wolf  Call  (Mono)  

Woman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

Y 

Yes,  M.v  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11  357 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  25 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You 

(Col)  Sept.  .3  9101 

Young  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  22  907 

Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12.. 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ) 

Oct.  1 3012 

Z 

Zaza  (Para)  Jan.  7 3819 
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Columbia 


ALI.-STAK  COMEDIES 

A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) ...  .Apr.  21, '39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(171/2)  Mar.  24, ’39 

Home  on  the  Range  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Retorns  (18) ..  .Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A ta  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  I.awyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18)  . . .Oct.  28 
The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

( 151/0)  Mar.  10, ’39 

COI.OR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

Hollj’wood  Graduation  (7)  . . .Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  (7)  Dec.  23 

I.ittle  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(8y2)  Dec.  16 

I.ittle  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) ..  Jan.  26, ’39 
The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24,  ’39 

COI.USIBIA  TOUR 

Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  .Nov.  4 
Big  Town  Commtifers  (9) . Feb.  3, ’39 


Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COMYIUNITY  SING 

No.  11(10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  15 

Scotch  Songs. 

No.  7 (10)  Mar.  24, ’39 

No.  8(10)  Apr.  21, ’39 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27, ’.39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Feb.  24,  ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  ( . . ) Apr.  6,  ’39 

Gym  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  Jan.  27,  ’.39 
The  Bone  Mountle  (6) Dec.  10 

MUSIC  HAI.U  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a Music  Hall 

(101/2)  .Jan.  20, ’.39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  ( . .)  . Mar.  2,  ’39 

SPORT  REEFS 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) .Tan.  6, ’39 

King  Vulture  (10)  Special.  . .Dec.  2.3 

Navy  Champions  (10) Alar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthday  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3, ’39 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow'  ( . .) . .Mar.  3,  ’.39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2(10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4 (10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  ,Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  6(1014)  Feb.  17, ’.39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(161/2)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

Three  Fittle  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  .Tan.  6, ’39 

Violent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

AVe  Want  Our  Mummy 

(17)  Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  AVe  Have  No  Bonzana 

(..)  May  19, ’39 


AA'ASHINGTON  PARADE 

No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 
tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, '.39 


Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) July  29 

Mrs.  0’I.eary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 


Grand  National 

CAA'AFCADE  OF  STUFF 

No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2 (10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CRIME  DOESN’T  PAY 
They’re  Always  Caught  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

AA'rong  AVay  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
CARTOONS 

Buried  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smoke.v  (7) Sept.  .3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)  . . .Jan.  14 
The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  6 

FITZPATRICK  TRAVEFTAFKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Egypt  (9) Jan.  21, ’39 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9) . .Sept.  10 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)... Oct.  29 

.lava  .Journe.v  (10) Mar.  18 

Madeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORTCAF  MYSTERIES 
fSBravest  of  the  Brave  (11)..  Aug.  6 


Tlie  Man  on  the  Rock  (11) ..  Sept.  3 
AIINIATURES 

Cit.v  of  Fittle  Men  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dec.  .31 

Ice  Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Miracle  of  Salt  Fake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

Streamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

Tliey  Five  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

MUSICAF  COMEDIES 

Dream  of  Fove  (17) .Tan.  28 

Men  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  T.igbtly  (19) Dec.  31 


The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

M-G-M  CARTOONS  IN  SEPIA 
(New’  Series) 


Mama’s  New’  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) Jan.  8,  ’39 

M-G-M  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COMEDIES 

Aladdin’s  Fantem  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Football  Romeos  (10) Nov.  12 

Fittle  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Men  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1 (10)  Oct.  15 

New’  Roadways  (10) Jan.  28 

Stor.v  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 

PETE  SMITH  SPECIAFTIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

fJFisticnffs  (9)  Aug.  27 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Follow  the  Arrow  (10) July  30 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

QHeroes  at  Feisure  (10) Feb.  11 


UHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 

Man’s  Greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 
(JiPenny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

ROBERT  BENCHFEY 

How  to  Read  (9) Aug.  27 

How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 

Mental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Opening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BETTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

SI.v  Friend  the  Monkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . . Aug.  12 

Sall.v  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7)... Feb.  24 

COFOR  CFASSICS 

All’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7)  . . . .Aug.  26 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27, ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Tlie  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7)  Oct.  28 

COFOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  in  Clnecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Fand  of  Inca  Memories  (10)  . .Jan.  27 
Mexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

HEADFINER 

A Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Busse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Busse  and  His  Orchestra. 
The  Champagne  Music  of  the 

I.awrence  IValk  (10)  Mar.  ,3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Fights!  Action!  Fncas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Moments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Aug.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Music  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, '.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

PARAMOUNT  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 

PARAGRAPHICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Mar.  10 

Mildewed  Melodramas  (11) ..  .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10) . .Dec.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 

19)  Oct.  14 

Tanbaueser  (12)  Aug.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  . . .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAF 

No.  1(10)  Aug.  5 

Tropical  trophies;  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College;  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises. elephants. 

No.  4(10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil.  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern TTnIted  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6.  ’.39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Colony, 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 


Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3. ’39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  all  about 
accordions. 

No.  8 (10)  Mar.  3 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  Wanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Goonland  (8)  Oct.  21 

Feave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Mar.  10 

Mutin.v  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

POPUFAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Clnecolor) 

No.  1 (10)  Sept.  2 


No.  2(11)  Nov.  4 

No.  3(10)  Jan.  6, ’39 

No.  4(10)  Mar.  10 

SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Moonlit  Stream  (8).  July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

GRANTFAND  RICE  SPORT- 
I.IGHTS 

Champion  Alrhoppers  (10) . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  in  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijinks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a jumping  contest. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

Racing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Aug.  5 

"lestion  answers  In  the  field  of 
sport  .supplied  by  Ted  Husing. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  25 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

’Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  '39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
In  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAF  OCCUPATTONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  5 

«,SNo.  2(10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  2 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 


Brave  Fittle  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Fucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13,  ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Merbabies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Mickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Mother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  Pig  ( . . ) Feb.  24,  ’39 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

’The  BJialers  (8) Aug.  19 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COMEDIES 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 


Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Clock  AVise  (16)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Maid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADFINER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  36 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Melody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Flo  Rito  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’39 

FEON  ERROF  COMEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Mar.  10, ’.39 

Major  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

MARCH  OF  TIME 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
"Heaven  on  the  Hudson.’’ 

No.  2(18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3 (20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4 (19)  Nov.  25 


108 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  11,  1939 


Uncle  Sam — The  Good  Neighbor. 

^No.  5(18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6(18)  Jan.  20, ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

Young  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  13(19)  Aug.  5 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATFAS  MUSICALS 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mida  and  The  KIdoodlers. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  Feb.  17,  ’.39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra. 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrill,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marlon  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Relllys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20,  *39 

The  Rimacs,  Roslta  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10) ..  .Sept.  2 
Venetian  Moonlight  (11) . . . . Nov.  25 

PATHF  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

FATHE  PARADE  (’36-’37  re- 
leases) 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  flash  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 

Hunting  Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 

Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 

Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  *39 

Archery. 

OHeep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 
Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) . . .Sept.  19 
Fishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

On  the  AVing  (10) Dec.  30 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 

Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 

Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

RAY  WHTTI.EY  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

A AVestern  Welcome  (18) . . . . Sept.  9 
Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) Dec.  16 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  *39 

Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans-America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 

ADVENTURES  OF  A NEWS 
CA>IEKAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 

Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept.  30 

Recording  Modern  Science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Athletic  Oddities  (..) Nov.  11 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  88 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Hunting  Dogs  ( . . ) Mar.  3,  ’.39 

FASHIONS 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  1 

(11)  Sept.  16 

Autumn  styles. 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(11)  Dec.  83 

Winter  styles. 


©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

( . , ) Mar.  31,  ’39 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

AVhat  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  8 

What  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  35 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  30,  ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Golden  California  (10) Aug.  5 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) . . . Oct.  14 

Mvstic  Siam  ( . . ) Mar.  17,  ’.39 

Viking  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’.39 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  18 

Frozen  Feet  (..)  Feb.  34 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gandy  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (..)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

( . . ) Deo.  30 

Goose  Flics  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©Nutty  Network  (..)  Mar.  34 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (..)  ,Jan.  37 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  86 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oct.  7 

The  New  Comer  (7) Oet.  81 

©The  Owl  and  the  Ihissycat 

(7)  Jan.  13, ’39 

Tire  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©’riie  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  8 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  83 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oct,  1 


Universal 

GOING  FT, ACES  WITH  LOW- 
ELL THOMAS 

No.  5.3  ( 9)  Aug.  33 

No.  .54  ( 9)  Sept.  13 

No.  .55  ( 9)  Oct.  3 

No.  .56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  38 

No.  59  (9)  .Tan.  30. ’39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  30, ’.39 

No.  61  (9)  Mar.  13 

MENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Baiili  Notes  (19)  IMar.  15 

Gus  Van.  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye, 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19%) Sept.  38 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Tmogene  Coca, 
Marty  May.  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

•Tack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Pehonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co, 
Nautical  Knights  (19) , , , ,,Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr.  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzls. 

Pfitlo  Siprenadp  1171  Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral.  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

RKv-thm  Cafe  (30)  Sept.  7 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Four  Eton  Bovs,  Vic  Hyde. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  13 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 

Barnyard  Romeo  (7) Aug.  1 

Ghost  Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  5 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  13 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oct.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Moiisie  (7)  Ang.  15 

WALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 

Baby  Kittens  (7) Dee.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Noy,  38 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  36 

Magic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 

'I’iie  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  37 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  5.3  (9)  Ang.  39 

No.  .54  (9)  Sept.  19 

No.  .55  (9%)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  81 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  5 

No.  .58  (9)  Jan.  3 

No.  .59  (9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60  (9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61(9)  Apr.  3 

UNUVERSAL  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly. 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Soi>Iiiimore  Swing  (19)  ..  ..Ian.  31, ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Cliaiice  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

tJeaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Pro.jcction  Room  (..)  Mar.  4 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

Rollin’  ill  RhytliEi  (..) Apr.  15 

Soplioinore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Sundae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 

Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 

The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10) . . . Aug.  87 

l.ong  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  25 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mecliaiiix  Illustrated  No.  3 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Meclianix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Meebanix  Illustrated  (10) . . . .Noy.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  .3 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) ,Jan.  28 

LOONEY  TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  .litters  (7) Aiir.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

It’s  an  HI  Wind  (7) Jan.  28 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  5 

Pork.v  in  Wackyland  (7)  . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Noy.  36 

Pork.v  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

I’ork.v’s  Movie  M.vstcr.v  (7)  . Mar.  11 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porlc.v's  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

'I’lie  I.oiie  (Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7,  ’.39 

Wholly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

JIELODY  MAS’lERS 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’.39 
Cl.vde  I.ucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Cl.ide  McCoy  & Orchestra 

( . . ) Mar.  18 

Daye  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dec.  34 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orcliestra 

( . . ) Apr.  8 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  30 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..).. Dec.  3 
.Jcrr.v  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oet.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orcliestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Kay  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Russ  Morgan  & Orchestra 

(11)  Feb.  25 

MERKIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A I)a,v  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7)  . Apr.  8 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’.39 

Goldrusli  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . . Jan.  28, ’39 
Jolinny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 
The  Ma,ior  Lied  Till  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

The  Mice  AVill  Play  (7) Dec.  ,31 

The  Night  IVatchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Noy.  5 

©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  13(..)  Aug.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Furs. 
PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Up  in  Lights  (80) Ang.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  Cinderella  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 


#,^Lincoln  in  the  White  House 

(31)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19)  . .July  30, ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(30)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Fun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . . Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  GAV-ETIES 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) ..  .Aug.  37 

Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 

A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 

Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10) . .Aug.  6 

Louis  Prima. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

Tile  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 

TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Deatli  (11)... Mar.  4 

Chained  (..)  Apr.  1 

DcLving  Death  (12) Oct.  15 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

'rile  Human  Bomb  (13) ..  ..Jan.  7, ’39 

Toils  of  the  Law  (18) Nov.  1’3 

Treacherous  Waters  (13) . . . .Dec.  10 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Fl.ving  G-Men  Jan.  28, ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige,  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

Bill  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island.  . .Mar.  17 

(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
Island, 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  23, ’38-’39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crimedom’s  most 
amazing  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  is  the  heart  interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red 

Circle  June  10, ’.39 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug. ’30 

15  Chapters  — Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Figliting  Devil  Dogs,  The.. May  28 

12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
I.ove. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brix,  Jill 
Martin. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again  . Feb.  25, ’,39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

Painted  Stallion  June  5, ’38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIVERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11, ’.39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabhe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  6 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Wlthers- 
Catherlne  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
i.s  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oct.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17, ’.39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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1 SEPTEMBER  24 

OCTOBER  1 

OCTOBER  8 

OCTOBER  15 

OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

H Western  8284 

Stranger  From  Arizona 
(56) 

Buck  Jones 

R — Sept.  24 

Drama  8012 

Girls’  School  (73) 

A.  Shirley-R.  Bellamy 
R— Oct.  1 

1^  Comedy  9101 

y You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You  (127)  J.  Arthur 

J.  Stewart:  R — Sept.  17 

[5]  Melodrama  9021 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday 
(59) 

J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 
[Y]  Western  9201 

West  of  the  .Santa  Fe  (57) 
C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

R — Deo.  24 

[l^  Action  Drama  9026 
Flight  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 

Jacqueline  Wells 

p4|  Action  Drama  9020 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
liS]  Western  8285 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

^ Melodrama  230 

Dangerous  Secrets  (60) 
Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  2t 

1^  Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai 
(65) 

James  Dunn 

Glenda  Gray 

R— Sept.  17 

^ Western  325 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

^ Adventure  326 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

g Comedy  905 

Vacation  From  Love  (65) 
D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

R— Oct.  8 

p7~|  Comedy  Drama  906 
Stablemates  (89) 

Wallace  Beery 

Mickey  Rooney 

R — Oct.  8 

Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R— Oct.  22 

[^  Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (75) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R— Oct.  22 

[28|  Drama  909 

^The  Citadel  (112) 

Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

^ Melodrama  3817 

Wanted  by  the  Police 
(60) 

Frankie  Darro 

Evalyn  Knapp 

R— Oct.  1 

[5]  Melodrama  3804 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (69) 
Boris  Karloff 

Evelyn  Brent 

R — (jet.  8 

|lo]  Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Larry  Crabbe 

Western  3860 

Where  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 

Com.  with  Music  3802 
Campus  Confessions  (66) 
Betty  Grable 

Hank  Lulsettl 

R — Sept.  17 

|30|  Melodrama  3804 

King  of  Alcatraz  (57) 
Lloyd  Nolan 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

R — Oct.  8 

pf]  Action  Drama  3805 
Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 

R — Oct.  1 

Comedy  Drama  3806 
Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 

R — Oct.  8 

^ Western  3807 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 

Sidney  Toler 

R — Sept.  24 

g Drama  (Spec.Rel.)  3808 
©Men  With  Wings  (105) 
Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Mllland 

R — Oct  29 

^ Western  862 

Overland  Stage  Raiders 
(65) 

Three  Mesqulteers 
^ Western  7107 

Prairie  Moon  (68) 

Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R— Oct.  29 

[Y]  Melodrama  817 

Nigrht  Hawk  (63) 

B.  Livingston- J.  Travis 
R— Oct.  1 

|Y]  Hillbilly  Musical  805 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 
Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

H — Nov.  12 

|28l  Melodrama  806 

I Stand  Accused  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 

R — Oct.  22 

1^  Melodrama  803 

Fugitives  for  a Night 
(63) 

Eleanor  Lynn 

Frank  Albertson 

R— Oct.  1 

|30|  Comedy  901 

Room  Service  (80) 

Marx  Brothers 

R— Sept.  17 

Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 
Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 

R — Sept.  10 

Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 

Anne  Shirley 

R — Oct.  8 

IP]  Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R — Oct.  15 

[^  Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Ellers 

Lee  Bowman 

R — Oct.  29 

Melodrama  908 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (60) 
Gloria  Stuart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — July  2 

[5o]  Musical  911 

Straight,  Place  and  Show 
(65) 

Ritz  Bros.-Ethel  Merman 

R Oct.  1 

[Y]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 

R — July  23 

|l4]  Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 
Dionne  Quints 

R/ — Oct.  15 

Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Maguire 

R — June  4 

g Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R — Oct.  22 

Adventure  Drama 
©Drums  (99) 
Sabu-Raymond  Massey- 
Valerle  Hobson 

R — Aug.  6 

Pt]  Musical  Comedy  2007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R— Oct.  8 

|l4]  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 

R — Oct.  1 

1^  Comedy  Drama 

Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

Comedy  Drama  3012 
Youth  Takes  a Fling:  (78) 

J.  McCrea-A.  Leeds 

R— Oct.  1 

^ Drama  3017 

Road  to  Reno  (69) 
Randolph  Scott-G.  Farrell 

R— Sept.  3 

^ Comedy  Drama  3026 
Swing  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 

Andy  Devine 

R — Nov.  19 

PI  Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 

R— Oct.  22 

PI  Western  3062 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

jpl  Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster 

jgs]  Action  Drama  3028 

La.st  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

^ Drama  FN359 

Four  Daughters  (90) 

Lane  Sisters 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R— Aug.  20 

[Y]  Mus.  Comedy  FN358 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (74) 
Pat  O’Brien-Mar.  Lindsay 

R — July  30 

[Y]  Drama  FN368 

Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 

Marie  Wilson 

R — Oct.  29 

[is]  Drama  WB302 

The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R— Oct.  8 

Ipj  Melodrama  FN369 

Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R — Oct.  29 

Ipj  Comedy  FN355 

Brother  Rat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Oct.  22 

[Y]  Drama  Trl-Nat’l 

Orage  ( . . ) 

Chas.  Boyer 

Michele  Morgan 

Comedy  Tri-Nat’l 

Carnival  in  Flanders  ( . . ) 

(Reissue) 

Francelse  Rosay 

1^  Melodrama  GB8008 
Man  With  100  Faces  (72) 
Noel  Madison 

Lilli  Palmer;  R-Nov.  19 

Drama  Tri-Nat*l 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (..) 
Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwlcke 
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I 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12 

NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10  | 

it 

"2]  Western  9211 

In  Karly  Arizona  (58) 

IBill  Elliott 

15  (Dorothy  Gulliver 

! 

g Action  Drama  9028 
Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(57) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

[T]  Com.  M’drama  9050 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 
R— July  20 

g Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  5 

[a]  Western  9202 

Rio  Grande  (67) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

[n  Melodrama  312 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  2« 

[lg|  Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

[4J  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

R — Nov.  12 

Comedy  Drama  911 
Spring*  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O'Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

Drama  913 

Shining  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Melvyn  Douglas 

R — Nov,  19 

1^  Comedy  Drama  913 
Out  West  AVith  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R. — Dec.  3 

|9~|  Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 

Dulse  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  10 

m Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

[le]  Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  (jutlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Nov.  19 

g Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

Pt]  Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 

Tex  Ritter 

R — Jan.  14 

in  Melodrama  3809 

; lllegral  Traffic  (87) 

1 J.  Carrol  Naish 

1 Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  6 

[n]  Historical  Drama  3810 
If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R — Oct.  1 

|l^  Comedy  3811 

Tlinnks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shlrley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

Melodrama  3812 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (58) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 
^ Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Mllland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillis 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamlroff 

Frances  Farmer 

Leif  Brikson 

R — Dec.  10 

m Western  7108 

j Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (58) 

1 (For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R— Nov.  26 

pf]  Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R— Nov.  19 

Western  863 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (5  6) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R — Dec.  17 

^ Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

1^  Western  841 

Western  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Dec.  24 

[sj  Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R— Dec.  17 

m Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 
George  O'Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  6 

[nl  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakle 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Oct.  22 

|l8]  Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 
(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R— Nov.  19 

g Comedy  Drama  948 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillis 

R— Nov.  26 

[y|  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

m Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

[l^  Action  Drama  916 

Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  24 

^ Action  Drama  909 

Submarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  918 

Road  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R — Aug.  27 

|~9~|  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (76) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R— Nov.  12 

Com.  Drama 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R — Nov.  26 

m Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 
m Western  3053 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

[n]  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

Com.  Drama  3011 
Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3022 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R— Nov.  19 

[n  Comedy  WB310 

Hard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

|l^  Com.  Drama  LVBSIH 
Torohy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacDane 

R — Oct.  15 

g Action  Drama  FN351 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces 

(97) 

James  Cagney 

Pat  O’Brien 

R — Oct.  29 

[3]  Drama  FN370 

Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francis-John  Lltel 

R — Dec.  17 

[Jo]  Action  Drama  FN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 

R — Dec.  17 

in  Melodrama  GB8010 
Lady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  15 

[15]  Melodrama  GB8011 
The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-(3.  Taylor 

[Y]  Western  Metropolitan 
Feud  of  the  Range  ( . . ) 
Bob  Steele 

[l^  Negro  Western  Sack 

Bronze  Buckaroo  ( . . ) 
Herbert  Jeffrey 

Mantan  Moreland 
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1 DECEMBER  17 

DECEMBER  24 

DECEMBER  31 

JANUARY  7 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21  ' 

[is]  Western  8206 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 

[p]  Drama  9022 

strang-e  Case  of  Dr. 
Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt  R — Oct.  29 

g Comedy  Mystery  9006 
There’s  That  Woman 
Again  (70) 

Melvyn  Douglas 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Dec.  17 

1^  Melodrama  9015 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring’ 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Fay  Wray 

R — Jan.  28 

[5~|  Melodrama  9035 

Homicide  Bureau  (59) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 

R — Feb.  11 

g Western  9203 

Thundering  West  (57) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

[l^  Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcaniz 

R— Mar.  11 

Western  WI-1 

Water  Rustlers  (54) 
Dorothy  Page 
|~6~|  Action  Drama  313 
l,.ong  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — Dec.  31 

|]^  Western  WI-13 

Trigger  Pals  (56) 

Art  Jarrett 

Lee  Powell 

A1  St.  John 

R — Jan.  21 

1^  Drama  301  ; 

Exile  Express  (60) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R— Feb.  18 

|2o|  Western  WI-2 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — Jan.  28  , 

[l^  Drama  917 

OA  Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kllburn 

R — Dec.  17 

Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 

Franciska  Gaal 

R — Dec.  31 

Musical  Drama  910 
Qi^iSweet hearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 

R — Dec.  24 

1^  Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Jan.  7 

[l^  Action  Drama  919 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor 

(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

[ii]  Drama  3812 

I Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 

Kay  Linaker 

R — Dec.  3 

1^  Western  3852 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Jan.  7 

|28]  Melodrama  3819 

Tough  Kid  (61) 

F.  Darro-J.  Allen 

R — Jan.  14 

[l^  Melodrama  3822 

Convict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

R — ^Feb.  18 

Western  3856 

Frontiersmen  (74) 

William  Boyd 

Eveiyn  Venable 

R— Nov.  26 

|23]  Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O’Connor 

Billy  Cook  K— Dec.  24 

1^  Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 

Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny- Joan  Bennett 

R — Nov.  5 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 

Gail  Patrick 

R— Jan.  14 

Drama  3819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

g Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesqulteers 
^ Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

g Melodrama  820 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 

R.  Livingston 

J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 

[Y|  Action  Drama  808 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds 
(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Jan.  21 

^ Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

1 

Action  Drama  914 
Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Chester  Morris 

R — Dec.  31 

Comedy  913 

Great  Man  V’otes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

1^  Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

|l6|  Comedy  Drama  920 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 

R — Oct.  15 

^ Com.  with  Music  917 

Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Arleen  Whelan 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  923 
^Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 

Richard  Greene 

R — Dec.  24 

Action  Drama  922 

While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Oct.  22 

Action  Drama  928 

Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R— Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

^ Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

|22|  Action  Drama 

Trade  W’inds  (94) 

Fredrlc  March 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  31 

Drama 

Duke  of  West  Point 

(lOB) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  24 

g Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connio  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

[le]  Musical  3021 

8wing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R— Dec.  17 

lie]  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 

1^  Action  Drama  3016 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — Jan.  28 

|~^  Melodrama  3027 

Last  Warning  (63) 

Preston  Foster 

Frances  Robinson 

R — Dec.  10 

Horror  Drama  3004 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
1^  Western  3055 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 
B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

g Action  Drama  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 

Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

1^  Action  Drama  1VB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 

Basil  Rathbone 

R — Dec.  24 

Com.  with  Mus.  FN359 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 

Anita  Louise 

R — Dec.  24 

^ Com.  Drama  WB307 
They  Made  Me  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R J an.  7 

Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

[t]  Negro  Western  Sack 
Harlem  Rides  the  Range 
(.  .) 

Herbert  Jeffrey 

Mantan  Moreland 

[l^  Western  Metropolitan 
Smoky  Trails  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 
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Hooking  ^hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


JANUARY  28 


Kl!fl27|  Melodrama  9014 
I)  flnLone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
1 (67) 

jFor.  Lone  Wolf’s 
I Daughter) 

Wiarren  William 
!^da  Lupino 
. — Jan.  28 


FEBRUARY  4 


FEBRUARY  11 


Western  9204 
Texas  Stampede  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
Action  Drama  9038 
North  of  Shangrhai  (59) 
B.  Purness-J.  Craig: 

R — Mar.  11 


FEBRUARY  18 


FEBRUARY  25 


1^  Action  Drama  9039 
My  Son  Is  a Criminal 

(59) 

Alan  Baxter 
Jacqueline  Wells 


MARCH  4 


g Drama  9007 
Let  tis  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 
R — Feb.  18 
[2]  Outdoor  Drama 
Komance  of  the  Red- 
woods ( . . ) 

C.  Bickford-J.  Parker 


887 


Western 
iCrashlng  Through  ( . . ) 
j(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newill 


|lo]  Western 

To  the  Rescue  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 


328 


Drama  981 

■T^ur  Girls  in  White  (70) 
F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 
. Rutherford  R — ijan.  28 
Comedy  Drama  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Norma  Shearer 
iClark  Gable  R — Feb. 4 


& 


[X|  Com.  with  Music  928 
Honolulu  (8B) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 
R — Feb.  4 


[10]  Comedy  Drama  983 
Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 
M.  Rooney-W.  Connolly 
R — Feb.  18 


Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  (79) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russeil 
B — Feb.  18 


lii]  Drama  With  Music  926 
I>et  Freedom  Ring  (8B) 
Nelson  Eddy 
Virginia  Bruce 
R — Feb.  25 


[sl  Comedy  980 

Pygmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 
Wendy  Hiller 
R — Dec.  10 


Western  3854 
1; Drifting  Westward  (59) 

UJack  Randall 


|~f]  Action  Drama  3805 
Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 
R — Feb.  18 

[y|  Drama  Reissue  3828 
Little  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 


Western  3868 
Sundown  on  the  Prairie 

(53) 

Tex  Ritter 


I22I  Action  Drama  3822 
Star  Reporter  (62) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 
R — Feb.  25 


[T]  Western  3863 
Rolling  AV’estward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 


Musical  3821 
iParis  Honeymoon  (85) 
B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 


HU  Mus.  Romance  3822 
St.  Louis  Blues  (87) 
Lloyd  Nolan 
Dorothy  Lamour 
R — Jan.  28 


Action  Drama  3823 
Persons  in  Hiding  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 
J.  Carrol  Naish 
R— Jan.  28 


|l7|  Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 


|24|  Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R — Oct.  29 

|24l  Drama  3825 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erikson 
R — Feb.  11 


[3]  Drama 
Cafe  Society  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 
Fred  MacMurray 
R — Feb.  11 


3826 


Action  Drama  822 
I Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 
Rocheiie  Hudson 
R — Jan.  28 


Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (65) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb.  4 

Western  843 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (58) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 
R — Feb.  18 


[1^  Melodrama  823 
Forged  Passi>ort  (64) 
Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 
R— Feb.  11 


HU  Comedy  Drama  844 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 
Leo  Carrillo 
R — Feb.  4 


|iU  Melodrama 
Boy  Slaves  (71) 
(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 
Anne  Shiriey 
Roger  Daniel 
R — Jan.  21 


911 


|l^  Action  Drama  918 
Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  Jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 
R — Feb.  4 

[1^  Drama  Reissue 
Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McLaglen 


lU]  Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 

(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 
R — Jan.  28 

|iU  Drama  Reissue 
Star  of  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 


HU  Action  Drama  917 
12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dix 
Lucille  Ball 
R— Feb.  18 


|27]  Outdoor  Drama  921 
©Jesse  James  (105) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 
H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 
1^  Melodrama  926 
i Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warn- 
ing (71) 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 


HU  Comedy  929 

Arizona  Wildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — 'Nov.  12 


|]^  Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 
R— Feb.  4 


[1^  Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 

The  Three  Musketeers 

(72) 

Ritz  Bros.-Don  Ameche- 
Binnie  Barnes 
R— Feb.  11 


lU]  Action  Drama  931 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Bari-G.  Williams 
R — Nov.  19 


HU  Comedy  930 

Wife,  Husband  and 
Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 
Warner  Baxter 
R — Feb.  18 


[Jo]  Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Each  Other 

(85) 

Carole  Lombard 
Jimmy  Stewart 
R — Feb.  11 


[it]  Action  Drama 
King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 
Dolores  Costello 
R — Feb.  18 


HU  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 
Claire  Trevor 
John  Wayne 
R — Feb.  11 


HU  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 
Kent  Taylor 


|lo]  Western  3056 
Phantom  Stage  (57) 

Bob  Baker 
Marjorie  Reynolds 


|i^  Comedy 

Yon  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 
Bergen  and  McCarthy 
R — Feb.  25 


m]  Drama  3024 

Society  Smugglers  (70) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 
Preston  Poster 
Irene  Hervey 
R — Mar.  11 


HU  Melodrama 
Risk.v  Business  (78) 
Geo.  Murphy 
Dorothea  Kent 
R — Mar.  11 


|28]  Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Underworld 
(69) 

Kay  Francis 
Humphrey  Bogart 
R — Jan.  14 


HU  Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  in  Chinatown 
(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacLane 


|il|  Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 
Olivia  de  Havilland 
R — Jan.  21 


[isl  Com.  Drama  FN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granviile-J.  Litel 
R — Jan.  28 


|25|  Comedy  FN357 
Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Lane 
Jeffrey  Lynn 
R — Feb.  11 


HU  Action  Drama  1^1320 
Secret  Service  of  the 
Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 
John  Litel 
R — Feb.  11 
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MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

MARCH  25 

APRIL  1 

APRIL  8 

APRIL  15 

[si  Comedy  9009 

Blonclie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

H — Mar,  4 

[lel  Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (56) 
Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

gi]  Action  Drama  9023 
Whispering  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

[3]  Comedy  9013 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupino- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

|l^  Drama 

First  Offenders  (61) 
Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

1 

925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R— Mar.  11 

[l^  Action  Drama  927 

Sergreant  3Iadden  ( . . ) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

Western  929 

Kid  From  Texas  (..) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

Action  Drama  928 
AVitliin  the  Law  (..) 

Ruth  Hussey-R.  Johnson 

[t]  Drama  AVith  Music 
Broadway  Serenade  ( . . ) 

J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 
Drama 

I Take  This  Woman  (..) 

S.  Tracy-H.  LaMarr 

[14]  Drama 

(.'allingr  Dr.  Kildare  ( . , ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

Action  Drama  3809 

Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  AA'ong 
(67) 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

|l^  Western  3854 

Trigger  Smith  ( . . ) 

Jack  Randall 

Melodrama 

I^nderrover  Agent  (..) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

1^  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  New  York  (..) 
Jackie  Cooper 

[3]  Action  Drama 

Boys  Reformatory  ( . . ) 
Frankie  Darro 

1 

|l2]  Action  Drama 

B olf  Call  ( . . ) 

John  Carroll 

Movita 

! 

[lo]  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

[l^  Melodrama  3827 

King  of  Chinatown  (57) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

g Comedy  Drama  3828 
Midnight  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R' — Mar.  11 

Comedy  3829 

Sudden  Money  ( . . ) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 

Western  3858 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopaloiig) 

R— Feb.  18 

[Yj  Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Missouri  (..) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

Drama 

Back  Door  to  Heaven 
(■  .) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline 
McMahon-Patricia  Ellis 

[gj  Melodrama  824 

I Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R— Feb.  25 

|l^  Western  853 

Bough  Riders  Roundup 
(.  .) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart 

Comedy  810 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (65) 
Hige-JT-c  Family 

1 11 

Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  (..) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

|Yo]  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders- W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

^ Western  983 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (57) 
Geo.  O’Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama  920 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Ellison-H.  Wood 

R — Mar.  11 

[Y|  Musical  838 

Story  of  Vernon  and 
Irene  Castle  ( . . ) 
(Tentative  Title) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 

j 

[Jo]  Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

Com.  with  Music  932 
©Little  Princess  (93) 
Shirley  Temple 

Richard  Greene 

R — Feb.  25 

^ Comedy  Drama  935 
Kverybody’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 

R — Dec.  3 

Melodrama  936 

Hound  <»f  the  Basker- 
villes  ( . . ) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 

B.  Rathbone 

pf]  Melodrama  937 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  ( . . ) 

Peter  Lorre 

Jean  Hersholt 

Amanda  Duff 

[14]  Drama  938  | 

Story  of  Alexander 

Graham  Bell  ( . . ) ' 

Don  Ameche-Loretta  ■ 

Young-Henry  Fonda 

[l^  Drama 

Prison  Without  Bars 

(79) 

Edna  Best 

Corlnne  Luchaire 

R— Feb.  25 

[7]  Action  Drama 

Four  Feathers  (..) 

June  Dupree-C.  Aubrey 
Smith 

Drama 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

[J^  Melodrama 

Mystery  of  the  White 
Room  ( . . ) 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack 

Com.  with  Music 

Three  Smart  Girls 

Grow  Up  ( . . ) 

Deanna  Durbin 

Nan  Grey 

Comedy 

Family  Next  Door  (..) 
Hugh  Herbert 

Joy  Hodges 

Comedy  With  Music 

Fast  Side  of  Heaven 

B.  Crosby-J.  Blondell 

In]  Outdoor  Drama  tYB 
Oklahoma  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

Action  Drama  AVB321 

Adventures  of  Jane 

Arden  (58) 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18 

[2^  Action  Drama  FN 
Blackwell’s  Island  (71) 

J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 

R — Mar.  4 

|~J~|  Drama 

On  Trial  ( . . ) 

John  Litel 

Margaret  Lindsay 

[§1  Drama 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent 
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ONE  JOCKEY  ON  TWO  HORSES 


IT'S  alibi  time  again  in  Allied  land.  That's  alright  with 
us,  except  that,  really,  the  boys  should  be  getting 
more  inventive  by  this  time.  After  all,  we  are  in  show 
business  and  acts  go  stale  unless  they  get  new  stuff. 

The  routine  goes  like  this: 

Harry  A.  Cole,  recently  elected  president  of  Allied, 
has  been  visiting  here  in  New  York.  He  has  called  on 
some  trade  papers,  or  one  anyway,  but  somewhere 
along  the  line  talked  to  a couple  of  others  as  well.  There- 
after broke  the  yarn  that  Allied  was  neither  hot  nor  cold 
on  trade  practices.  Later  cracked  the  story  distributors 
were  going  ahead  regardless  of  Allied's  final  attitude. 
An  attitude,  by  the  way,  which  represents  little  startlingly 
new  with  the  distributors.  For  it  seems  they  have  been 
wondering  among  themselves  for  some  time  about  all 
of  this. 

It  must  have  looked  different  in  print.  Anyhow  and 
regardless  of  reason.  Cole  now  moves  into  the  formal 
statement  division  to  "clarify"  his  position  on  account 
of  "casual  remarks  made  in  conversations  with  trade 
paper  representatives  have  been  misinterpreted." 

What,  again? 

Abram  F.  Myers  made  much  of  the  "controlled" 
press  in  Chicago  when  he  said  Allied  had  not  agreed 
to  any  agreements  on  trade  practices  and  when  William 
F.  Rodgers  carried  away  so  clear  an  understanding  of 
verbal  understanding  reached  that  he  reported  what 
Myers  said  had  not  taken  place  to  other  distributor 
negotiators,  including  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Gradwell  L.  Sears 
and  Abe  Montague. 

Now  it's  Cole,  faithful  to  the  same  creaking  and 
antiquated  technique,  relieved  by  only  one  virtue.  It 
won't  fool  anybody  except,  perhaps,  some  of  the  Allied 
leaders.  Maybe  they  find  it  fun  to  be  fooled. 

"I  certainly  have  not  stated  that  Allied's  position  is 
one  of  'no  further  negotiations.'  I did  state  that,  since 
the  distributor  representatives  had  said  at  various  times 
of  late  that  they  could  go  no  farther  in  the  matter  of  con- 
cessions, there  was  no  further  need  at  this  time  for  further 
conversations  between  our  committee  and  theirs;  also 
that  the  authority  of  our  committee  lapsed  as  of  March 
1 by  resolution  of  our  board,"  declares  Cole  with  this 
as  a tag  paragraph: 

"After  all  these  years.  Allied's  position  on  negotia- 


tion should  be  well  known.  We  stand  ready  at  any  time 
to  negotiate  with  those  in  authority  regarding  fair  trade 
practices,  if  and  when  there  is  definite  reason  to  believe 
that  substantial  results  can  be  obtained  warranting  the 
time  and  effort  expended." 

Let's  skip  what  might  constitute  "definite  reason" 
and  "substantial  results"  as  Allied  interprets  and  stick 
to  the  words  within  Cole's  quotation  marks.  It  is  essen- 
tial for  what  follows  to  repeat  his  willingness  to  "stand 
ready  at  any  time  to  negotiate  with  those  in  authority 
regarding  fair  trade  practices."  Keep  it  well  in  mind  as 
you  go  on. 

Allied  has  been  drumming  up  enactment  of  the 
Neely  bill  to  ban  compulsory  block  booking.  Distribu- 
tors, despite  any  Allied  disclaimers,  have  told  its  leaders 
flatly  trade  practices  drop  like  hot  coals  if  the  Neely 
bill,  or  a similar  measure,  is  enacted  in  Washington. 

But  Myers  in  his  confidential  bulletin  urging  mem- 
bers to  gather  the  "evidence"  with  a thinly  disguised 
suggestion  of  anti-trust  suits  in  deluge  against  clearances 
threw  in  a set  of  instructions  in  the  same  interesting 
communication.  It  deals  with  the  Neely  measure,  urges 
steam  generated  behind  the  Senate  sub-committee  which 
will  conduct  the  hearings,  earnestly  requests  Allied  units 
to  resolute  for  the  proposal. 

And  that's  alright,  too.  If  it  is  Myers'  strategy  to 
fall  back  on  the  Neely  plan  in  the  event  trade  practice 
negotiations  are  not  to  his,  or  Allied's,  ultimate  pleasure, 
certainly  he  is  so  privileged.  But  he  cannot,  at  the  same 
time,  dodge  the  position  this  activity  places  him  where 
trade  concessions  are  concerned. 

We  go  further  and  draw  the  conclusion. 

It  is  that  Myers,  deliberately  or  otherwise — and  we 
believe  deliberately — makes  it  clear  Allied  is  not  now,  at 
any  rate,  seriously,  or  at  all,  interested  in  the  success 
of  trade  practice  formulation. 

His  renewed  ballyhoo  on  behalf  of  block  booking 
legislation  clinches  it. 

And  that  is  what  this  column  today  establishes. 


ALLIED  RENEWS  NEELY  BILL  PASSAGE  PUSH 
DESPITE  WARING  ENACTMENT  ENDS  PACT 


Allied  Sees  Four  "Evils'' 

New  York — There  are  four  major  problems  in  the  industry  which  Allied  views  as 
symptoms  of  one  main  “evil" — monopoly — according  to  a spokesman  of  the  exhibi- 
tor organization.  Little,  if  anything,  is  provided  for  in  the  trade  practice  draft,  the 
spokesman  added,  to  actually  correct  the  so-called  “evils." 

The  problems  and  how  they  are  treated  by  the  trade  practice  draft,  as  analyzed 
by  the  Allied  factotum,  are: 

1 —  Ownership  of  theatres,  "which  is  not  touched  upon  in  the  draft," 

2 —  Compulsory  block  booking.  The  20  per  cent  cancellation  clause  partially 
takes  care  of  this,  but  "it  is  a sop,  or,  at  least,  a slight  compromise  for  what  Allied 
is  asking." 

3 —  Clearance.  "This  is  still  a mess." 

4 —  The  right  to  buy.  "Allied  still  doesn't  know  where  it  stands  on  this  and 
does  not  expect  to  draw  a definite  conclusion  until  the  final  draft  is  presented  to 
exhibitors." 

Struggle  Over  Phraseology 
Of  Pact  Under  Way  Again 


A Rebuttal  by  Exhibitor 
Unit  Terms  Distributor 
Attitude  as  "News" 


New  York — Allied  is  hitching  its  hope 
chest  to  the  Neely-Edmiston  bill  in  the 
face  of  word  passed  along  to  its  negotiat- 
ing committee  by  distributors  that  any 
trade  practice  agreement  will  be  tossed 
out  the  window  if  anti-compulsory  block 
booking  legislation  is  enacted  in  Wash- 
ington. 

It  appears  to  be  a clear-cut  case  of 
Allied,  or  its  trade  practice  negotiators, 
having  arrived  at  the  road  along  which 
it  prefers  to  travel.  Distributors  privately 
express  the  opinion  it  is  satisfactory  to 
them,  but  they  also  privately  reiterate  trade 
concessions  will  be  abandoned  completely 
and  for  all  who  may  reap  their  benefits 
if  the  renewed  campaign  to  ban  compulsory 
block  booking  is  entered  upon  the  nation’s 
statute  books. 

An  official  Allied  rebuttal  describes  it 
as  “news”  that  this  is  the  distributor  atti- 
tude and  that,  at  no  time,  was  such  a 
viewpoint  of  the  majors  made  known  to 
Allied  or  its  negotiators.  To  this,  authori- 
tative distributor  reply  is  a combination 
of  “applesauce  and  horsefeathers.” 

Allied  has  never  abandoned  its  interest 
in  the  Neely-Edmiston  bill  or  any  of  its 
several  predecessors.  But,  since  the  trade 
practice  negotiations  have  been  under  way, 
there  has  been  an  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  majors  that  Allied  would  co- 
operate, rather  than  pursue,  legislation 
which,  in  the  major  company  viewpoint, 
is  inimical  to  their  current  methods  of 
operation. 

New  Tactic  or  Old 

Indicating  that  Allied  either  has  ac- 
quired a new  tactic  or,  more  likely,  has 
revived  its  old  procedure  is  the  second 
portion  of  the  confidential  memorandum 
sent  around  the  country  to  various  of  its 
units  by  Abram  P.  Myers,  general  counsel. 
The  first  approximate  half,  dealing  with 
the  clearance  situation,  was  a Boxoffice 
exclusive  last  week.  In  it,  Myers  outlined 
a method  of  gathering  the  “evidence”  for 
possible  use  in  a series  of  anti-trust  suits 
leveled  at  the  majors  as  one  outgrowth 
of  the  supreme  court’s  recent  decision  in 
the  Interstate  case  when  the  high  court 
decided  prices  could  not  be  fixed  by  dis- 
tributors and  clearance  could  not  be  al- 
tered as  any  result  of  shifts  in  the  price 
structure  by  exhibitors. 

On  the  Neely  bill  situation,  Myers 
charges  the  Hays  association  is  endeavor- 
ing to  block  Allied  at  every  avenue.  He 
ventured  the  opinion  the  distributor  ap- 
proach on  the  trade  practice  situation  in- 
tensified or  unwound  in  accordance  with 
the  degree  of  success  or  setback  met  by 
Allied  in  its  various  campaigns  legisla- 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


New  York — First  of  a series  of  meetings 
between  Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
for  Allied,  and  major  company  lawyers 
for  re-phrasing  of  the  language  of  the 
trade  practice  draft  got  under  way  late 
this  week. 

Myers  came  on  from  Washington  at  the 
suggestion  of  Robert  W.  Perkins,  general 
coimsel  for  Warner,  who  made  the  ap- 
pointment for  distributor  attorneys.  Col. 
Harry  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  who  was 
still  in  town  at  the  time,  did  not  attend. 

Also  from  Warner  and  sitting  in  on  the 
initial  session  with  Myers  was  I.  Howard 
Levinson,  whose  activities  have  centered 
mostly  on  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the 
draft.  Austin  C.  Keough,  general  counsel 
for  Paramount,  and  Tyree  Dillard  jr.  of 
the  M-G-M  legal  staff  were  among  the 
distributor  battery. 

Distributor  attorneys  in  the  past  few 
weeks  have  held  that  certain  changes  and 
additions  suggested  by  Myers  in  the  origi- 
nal language  are  “impracticable.”  How- 
ever, it  is  understood  Myers  seeks  to  make 
the  phraseology  foolproof.  When  Myers 
submitted  a draft  recently  at  the  request  of 
distributors,  he  held  closely  to  the  terms 
outlined  by  the  major  company  sales  exec- 
utives. But  it  is  the  way  he  has  re-writ- 
ten  some  of  the  clauses,  not  all,  to  which 
distributors  object.  The  theory  held  by 
some  film  attorneys  is  that  Myers  has 
given  a meaning  different  from  the  orig- 
inal intent  and  this,  in  substance,  makes 
the  clauses  so  changed  impracticable. 

Myers  has  repeatedly  held  that  the 
draft  submitted  by  distributors  in  no  way 
makes  Allied  a party  to  it  despite  his 
desire  to  assist  in  restating  the  language 
as  he  would  like  to  have  it.  His  desire 
to  aid,  it  is  recalled,  is  at  the  suggestion 
of  distributors  and  does  not  bind  Allied 
to  any  of  the  provisions  unless  the  board 


first  approves  and  individual  units  are  in 
accord  on  the  final  draft. 

Warner  division,  district  and  branch 
managers,  in  addition  to  other  home  of- 
fice executives  attending  the  three-day 
convention  at  the  Waldorf  here  during  the 
week,  heard  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general 
sales  manager,  outline  various  phases  of 
the  proposed  draft.  Selling  for  the  new 
season  will  be  conducted  with  these  ideas 
in  mind. 

Sears  also  holds  that,  regardless  of  Al- 
lied’s action,  distributors  will  offer  all  con- 
cessions outlined  in  their  draft  to  ex- 
hibitors. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  sales  generalissimo 
for  M-G-M,  opens  a three-day  meeting 
with  his  forces  in  Chicago  on  Monday. 
It  is  understood  the  trade  practices  will 
play  an  important  part  of  the  agenda. 
Likewise,  Sidney  R.  Kent,  president  of 
20th-Fox  and  an  important  factor  in  the 
negotiations  with  exhibitor  groups  on  the 
proposed  industry  program,  will  discuss 
the  draft  at  his  company’s  annual  sales 
sessions  which  are  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
the  end  of  the  month. 

Provisions  of  the  trade  practice  pro- 
gram will  be  made  retroactive  in  all  one- 
year  contracts  closed  for  the  new  season 
by  distributors.  However,  it  is  optional 
with  each  major  company  whether  or  not 
the  clauses  will  be  made  part  of  the  regu- 
lar contracts  for  film  service.  Some  of 
the  points  may  be  included,  where  feasible 
and  where  contracts  are  not  cumbersome 
in  language  content. 

There  is  some  doubt  as  to  when  arbi- 
tration boards  will  be  established.  Dis- 
tributors are  understood  prepared  to  adopt 
conciliatory  practices  in  adjusting  disputes 
on  clearance  and  protection  with  new  ne- 
gotiations on  product  agreements.  In  do- 
( Continued  on  page  19) 
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SEES  PLAN  FOR  ARBITRATION  AS  PACT'S  ONE 
REDEEMING  VIRTUE;  ALL  ELSE  JUST  'CRUMBS' 


Better  Provisions  Will 
Follow  Government's 
Suit  Is  Belief 

New  York — Despite  Allied’s  official  will- 
ingness to  continue  negotiations  with  the 
distributors’  trade  practice  negotiating 
committee,  the  organization,  or  its  ne- 
gotiating committee,  apparently  recog- 
nizes only  one  redeeming  feature  in  the 
entire  setup  of  16  points  that  were  finally 
set  to  paper. 

This  is  the  provision  for  an  arbitration 
system,  according  to  an  Allied  leader.  All 
else  amounts  to  “crumbs,”  is  the  view- 
point. 

But  the  whole  loaf,  or  a substantial 
part  of  it,  is  in  sight,  the  view  continues. 
This  will  come  from  60  to  90  days  after 
the  government  suit  goes  to  trial.  “The 
industry  will  then  see  how  badly  it  is 
going  to  be  licked  and  will  give  in  to 
almost  anything,”  is  the  precise  point  in 
this  connection. 

Allied’s  experience  as  strategists  is  go- 
ing to  play  a large  part  in  bringing  “real 
accomplishments”  to  independent  exhibi- 
tors in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past, 
is  the  frank  admission  of  this  leader. 
To  qualify  this  frankness  he  points  to  the 
organization’s  Pittsburgh  convention  late 
in  May.  It  was  here  that  William  P. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M’s  general  sales  manager, 
an  invitee,  sounded  the  opening  gong  for 
a pow-wow  of  trade  practices. 

What  Is  Wanted 

But  AUied’s  strategists  say  they  were 
already  in  possession  of  facts  that  sub- 
sequently bobbed  up  as  Thurman  Arnold’s 
civil  action  against  the  industry.  There- 
fore, Rodgers’  Pittsburgh  soundoff  was 
not  deemed  to  be  a propitious  moment  to 
enter  into  trade  practice  discussions.  The 
more  proper  time,  the  reasoning  went, 
would  be  immediately  after  the  suit  was 
begun.  The  element  of  fear  psychology 
was  intended  to  play  a part  in  getting 
the  right  sort  of  “deal.” 

Although  admitting  the  timing  was  “off” 
a little — the  trade  parleys  having  started 
some  two  months  before  the  government 
suit  was  filed — the  Allied  leader  main- 
tains even  the  hope  for  an  arbitration 
system  would  not  have  been  realized,  if  it 
ultimately  is.  And,  if  arbitration  eventu- 
ates, and  “is  agreed  to,”  it  will  be  the 
only  substantial  concession  in  the  draft, 
in  this  viewpoint. 

A natural  query  at  this  point  revolved 
about  why  Allied,  over  months  of  nego- 
tiation, was  not  able  to  abstract  other 
“substantial”  concessions. 

The  answer  came  quickly:  “The  distribu- 
tors’ committee  did  not  ask  us  what  we 
wanted;  they  told  us  what  they  were 
going  to  give  us.” 

“What  would  your  committee  have  sug- 


gested if  it  was  asked  what  it  wanted?” 
was  the  next  question. 

“Divorcement  of  theatres  and  removal 
of  block  booking,”  was  the  reply. 

In  this  leader’s  opinion.  Allied  strategy 
is  going  to  make  these  two  factors  a 
realization.  Divorcement  of  theatres  can- 
not fail  to  eventuate  when  the  govern- 
ment’s case  is  finally  adjudicated;  re- 
moval of  block  booking  is  virtually  in 
the  bag  via  the  Neely  bill.  He  is  that 
confident. 

And,  as  the  viewpoint  continues,  this 
is  as  it  should  be.  Further  thoughts; 

“The  majors  have,  over  the  years,  en- 
joyed so  many  privileges  that  have  gone 
imchallenged  that  they  have  come  to  re- 
gard them  as  rights.  Gradually,  through 
such  channels  as  litigation — i.  e.,  the  In- 
terstate case — and  legislation — the  govern- 
ment suit  and  Neely  bill — these  privileges 
will  be  vitiated. 

“The  industry  has  been  thinking  in  a 
rut — “such  and  such  has  always  been,  it 
must  always  be” — goes  the  Allied  leader’s 
appraisal.  “Let’s  try  out  some  new  ideas. 
Allied  is  not  trying  to  wreck  the  indus- 
try; all  we  want  is  to  stop  the  racketeer- 
ing.” 


Cole  to  Visit  Central 
Allied  State  Units 

New  York — Having  completed  a tour  of 
Allied  eastern  imits  in  the  past  three 
weeks.  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  president,  plans 
to  visit  Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Milwaukee, 
Detroit,  Cleveland  and  Columbus  in  30  to 
60  days. 

His  last  talk  before  a local  Allied  body 
was  here  Thursday  when  he  gave  his  views 
on  industry  problems  to  members  of  Max 
A.  Cohen’s  organization.  Earlier  in  the 
week  he  spoke  before  the  New  England 
group  headed  by  Nathan  Yamins. 

While  there  is  no  immediate  plans  for 
another  tour  in  the  east  this  year.  Cole 
states  he  may  visit  the  local  units  “if 
something  important  comes  up.” 

This  is  his  first  round  robin  with  Allied 
leaders  and  their  members  since  Cole  as- 
sumed the  presidency  in  January. 


"The  Exhibitor  Has  His 
Say,"  a new  service  de- 
partment, starts  with  this 
issue.  Pages  98-99-100- 
101,  please. 


Allied's  Units  Expect 
Few  Concessions  in 
Practices  Draft 

New  York — Various  Allied  units  con- 
tacted by  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  national 
president,  within  recent  weeks  unanimous- 
ly are  of  the  opinion  there  is  little  to  look 
forward  to  in  the  way  of  concessions  in 
the  trade  practice  draft  now  being  pro- 
posed by  distributors,  it  is  indicated  by 
Cole. 

“There  appears  to  be  some  element  of 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  exhibitors  I have 
met  and  talked  to  as  to  the  value  of  the 
concessions  in  the  proposals  made  by  dis- 
tributors,” Cole  informs  Boxoffice. 

“This,  of  course,  is  considering  the  pro- 
gram as  a whole,”  he  hastens  to  add.  He 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  information  is 
volimteered  at  the  meetings,  such  as  he 
attended  in  Pittsburgh,  West  Virginia, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  New  Jersey  and 
Boston. 

Discussing  these  meetings.  Cole  states  a 
general  exchange  of  ideas  predominates. 
“I  bring  them  information  as  to  what  the 
national  organization  is  doing  and  at  the 
same  time  find  out  what  the  local  units 
are  doing.  This  all  makes  for  a more  solid 
national  group.” 

“Allied  will  continue  its  legislative  pro- 
gram,” the  president  says.  “We  never  quit.” 

Cole  points  out  that  theatre  divorce- 
ment bills  introduced  in  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Washington  and  Georgia  are  not 
in  Allied  territories.  'The  bill  has  been 
killed  in  Nebraska  and  a similar  fate  re- 
ported for  the  one  in  Kansas. 

To  Continue  Drive 

“We  are  not  going  to  quit  seeking  thea- 
tre divorcement  until  distributors  are  out 
of  the  theatre  business,”  the  Allied  head 
insists.  The  North  Dakota  situation  is  “a 
dead  issue,”  according  to  Cole. 

Just  how  soon  the  industry  will  have  a 
trade  draft  Cole  declines  to  hazard  a guess. 

If  Abram  P.  Myers,  general  counsel  for 
Allied,  approves  the  trade  pact  language 
after  conferences  with  distributor  counsel, 
the  draft  will  then  be  put  up  to  the  or- 
ganization’s board  of  ratification.  If  ap- 
proved by  the  board,  the  general  belief  is 
the  local  units  will  do  likewise. 

Cole  points  out  Allied’s  directors  are 
composed  of  one  representative  from  each 
local  organization,  named  by  it  and  not 
elected  to  the  post. 

As  to  furthering  the  Allied  legislative 
program.  Cole  states  only  if  necessary  will 
the  organization  go  to  Congress  to  achieve 
its  aims.  Leaders  of  Allied  are  looking  for- 
ward to  the  government  suit  against  major 
companies  as  solving  proposed  plans  for 
Congressional  action,  the  indication  being 
that  the  theatre  divorcement  angle  will  be 
won  by  the  department  of  justice  lawyers. 
'That  is,  as  Cole  divines  the  future. 
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NO  UNDUE  PRESSURE  THUS  FAR  ON  CHANGES 
IN  CLEARANCE,  ACCORDING  TO  DISTRIRDTORS 


Normal  Flow  of  Squawks; 
Adjustments  Are  Made 
Vs^here  Practicable 

New  York — Despite  the  supreme  court 
decision  in  the  Dallas  case  and  a recent 
bulletin  sent  out  by  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  advising  members 
in  difficult  situations  to  gather  evidence 
for  possible  filing  of  suits,  distributor 
headquarters  report  no  undue  amount 
thus  far  of  requests  for  clearance  changes. 

Several  of  the  major  companies  hold 
that  the  regular  flow  of  complaints  con- 
tinue as  heretofore  and  where  alterations 
can  be  made  without  injuring  any  of  the 
parties  involved  such  changes  are  made. 
Clearances  of  this  kind  are  a normal  part 
of  the  business,  it  is  stated. 

Another  distributor  contends  that,  while 
there  have  not  been  any  unusual  demands 
for  protection  changes  this  may  be  due 
to  the  fact  the  end  of  the  current  season 
is  approaching.  It  is  held  likely  that 
some  exhibitors  may  complain  when  new' 
selling  gets  under  way  and.  where  feas- 
ible. such  remedies  will  be  made. 

One  sales  executive  says  he  has  not 
received  a complaint  on  clearance  in 
months.  He  explains  this  by  qualifying 
that  district  and  branch  men  in  the  field 
may  handle  such  requests  locally,  but  he 
added,  eventually  changes  in  contracts 
would  be  called  to  his  attention,  if  altera- 
tions in  clearances  were  of  any  conse- 
quence. 

Locally,  as  well  as  several  other  key 
cities,  another  sales  executive  states,  there 
have  been  a few  demands  for  changes  in 
protection  schedules  and  these  have  been 
met  without  seriously  affecting  neigh- 
boring situations.  As  yet,  it  is  held,  not 
one  important  complaint  on  clearance  has 
been  filed  with  any  company  since  the 
Dallas  decision  and  the  Meyers’  notice  to 
Allied  sahibs. 


Sharp  Drop  in  Columbia 
Net  lor  Six  Months 

New  York — Columbia’s  six-month  profit 
to  the  end  of  1938  shows  a sharp  drop 
from  $451,061  for  the  six  montlrs  ending 
December  31,  1937  to  $34,596.  The  cur- 
rent retmm  does  not  include  tax  for  un- 
distributed profits,  but  does  allow  for  all 
other  charges  including  federal  income 
and  other  taxes. 

For  the  last  three  months  of  the  six 
currently  reported,  the  net  was  $268,209. 
Cm’rent  assets  are  listed  at  $12,656,898  and 
current  liabilities  at  $1,610,131.  Working 
capital  is  approximately  $11,000,000.  Earn- 
ed surplus  at  the  end  of  1938  was  $3,884,- 
320.  Gross  income  from  rentals,  sales  of 
film  and  accessories  for  the  26  week  period 
was  $10,379,858. 


Teacher  Says  It 
Could  Be 

New  York — When  it  rains  here  it 
usually  drives  most  RKO  Building 
tenants  into  the  cellar.  The  cellar,  in 
this  case,  is  where  the  Rockefellers 
have  developed  a series  of  shopping 
promenades  appropriately  interspersed 
with  charming  restaurants  and  elbow 
joints. 

First  of  the  RKO  family  to  break 
through  the  crowd  of  lunchers,  and 
heading  for  one  of  the  mural-walled, 
blood-red  carpeted  Rockefeller  eatery 
was  Hal  Horne.  Two  steps  behind  was 
Jules  Levy.  Came  next  a solemn- 
faced, spectacle-less  comedian:  Har- 
old Lloyd.  Bringing  up  the  rear  was 
George  J.  Schaefer. 

Student  to  teacher:  ‘What  does  all 
this  mean?" 

Teacher:  “Could  be  a Lloyd-RKO 
deal.  Could  be." 


Expect  TNEC  Report  to 
Urge  Licensing  Bill 

Washington — First  report  of  the  tem- 
porary national  economic  committee  in- 
vestigating monopoly  is  expected  to  be  is- 
sued before  the  end  of  this  month  and  to 
include  recommendations  for  enactment 
of  the  O'Mahoney-Borah  licensing  bill  or 
some  similar  measure  which  would  enable 
the  government  to  regulate  the  motion 
picture  and  other  industries  separately. 

With  Senator  O'Mahoney  (Dem.,  Wyo.), 
co-author  of  the  bill,  at  its  head,  the  TNEC 
has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  de- 
sirability of  individual  regulation  of  in- 
dustry, rather  than  general  extension  of 
the  anti-trust  statutes. 

Enactment  of  separate  laws  for  specific 
industries  has  long  been  the  aim  of  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  Thurman  Ar- 
nold, in  charge  of  anti-trust  enforcement 
for  the  department  of  justice.  It  is  Ar- 
nold’s contention  that  when  the  com’ts 
prove  unable  or  unwilling  to  deal  with 
specific  practices  of  a particular  industry. 
Congress  should  enact  a law  dealing  with 
the  subject.  Along  this  line,  he  announc- 
ed last  year,  on  the  filing  of  the  New 
York  film  suit,  that  if  the  court  failed  to 
give  him  satisfaction,  he  would  carry  his 
complaint  to  Congress. 

There  are  indications,  however,  that 
proposals  for  approval  of  the  O’Mahoney- 
Borah  bill  have  precipitated  a rift  in  the 
TNEC,  some  members  of  which  believe  the 
situation  can  best  be  handled  by  amend- 
ment of  the  anti-trust  laws  and  then  more 
vigorous  enforcement,  a method  which 
they  point  out  will  entail  less  detailed  sup- 
ervision over  individual  industries. 


Wants  'em  on 
Screen  Only 

New  York — “Let’s  keep  movie  theatres 
alive  by  keeping  movie  stars  on  the  screen 
— and  not  the  air,”  writes  Carl  Niesse  of 
the  Vogue  Theatre  Co.,  Indianapolis,  in  a 
letter  to  Boxoffice. 

“I  have  read  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
national  subject,  ‘Screen  Stars  on  the  Air’ 
and  have  a viewpoint  perhaps  different 
from  many,”  he  continues.  “I  have  one  of 
the  largest  free  adjoining-the-theatre 
parking  lots  in  the  country  and,  as  a ser- 
vice to  my  patrons,  have  made  it  a point 
to  personally  supervise  their  car  parking. 
Time  after  time,  I have  encountered  pa- 
trons’ refusal  to  leave  their  cars  until  a 
certain  radio  program  is  completed. 

“If  these  individuals  are  so  enthused 
about  their  radio  programs,  I wonder  how 
many  others  stay  away  from  theatres  just 
to  listen  to  their  radios.  From  experience 
I have  found  that  invariably  they  are  lis- 
tening to  some  famous  screen  star’s  pro- 
gram and  I am  of  the  opinion  it  is  keep- 
ing cash  customers  away  from  our  box- 
offices.  It  is  just  as  dangerous  for  origi- 
nal radio  artists  to  appear  in  pictures  as  it 
is  for  screen  stars  to  appear  on  the  radio 
— one  or  the  other  eventually  kills  some- 
one or  somebody.  Long  before  the  radio, 
movie  stars  made  good  on  their  own  and, 
I assure  you,  business  was  a darn  sight 
better  from  any  angle  in  those  days. 

“Of  course,  radio  is  important,  but 
screen  stars  in  their  mad  rush  for  more 
money  should  stop  to  think  that  the  gov- 
ernment will  get  in  taxes  more  than  their 
trouble  and  they  will  injure  their  screen 
values  doublefold.  Thanks  to  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck  and  Bill  Rodgers  for  their  definite 
stands.” 

Harris  Is  Slated  to  Helm 
Variety  Clubs  Again 

Detroit — John  Harris,  president  of  the 
national  Variety  Club,  is  slated  for  re- 
election  at  the  annual  convention  of  the 
clubs  here,  April  30,  at  the  Book  Cadillac. 
About  800  members  are  slated  to  attend. 

Jack  Flynn,  M-G-M  district  manager,  is 
general  chau’man  of  the  affair.  Harris  is 
slated  to  be  continued  as  head  on  the  fir.st 
day  of  the  three-day  meeting.  A banquet, 
as  usual,  will  wind  up  the  affair. 

Although  the  plan  has  been  delayed 
temporarily,  Flynn  states  that  in  the  fail 
he  will  begin  organizing  a Variety  Club 
in  Chicago.  Tire  movement  was  to  have 
gotten  under  way  several  months  ago  when 
a number  of  trade  suits  developed  and 
intervened. 
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THE  OMINOUS  TRACKS  OF  A BEAST  OF  HELL 
TRACE  THE  PATH  TO  A STAND-OUT  HIT! 


(Follow  the  clues  along  the  trail!) 


! 


^^kArthur  Conan 
Dole’s  fascinating, 
suspense -taut  classic 
of  shock — literature’s 
most  spine-chilling 
mystery! 


Watson, 
the  needle! 


The  greatest  of  all  Sher- 
lock Holmes  adventures. 
With  Basil  Rathbone  as 
the  famed  sleuth,  Nigel 
Bruce  as  Dr.  Watson. 


The  hideous  howl  of 
an  unholy  monster... a 
living  horror  prowling 
a ghostly  moor... slay- 
ing by  fang  and  fright! 


Two  young  love]r»aughf 
in  a nightmare  of  l|por  — 
brilliantly  played  by  Kchard 
Greene  (at  his  popularity 


peak)  and  Wendy  Barrie! 


The  master  showmanship  of 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  insuring  max- 
imum production  importance! 


A smash  cast  of  top  troupers 
who  ma^  every  moment 
thU^^Aly^  alive! 


SHOWMAN 

A picture  so  rich  in  audience  values 
...  so  shrewdly  timed  to  the  taste 
of  today’s  public  . . . assures  you 
profits  of  exceptional  magnitude! 


SIR  ARTHUR  COKAN  DOYLE  S 

THi HOUND 

OFTHS 

Msjeemmis 

The  adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes  on  the  moor. 


RICHARD 


BASIL 


WENDY 


GREENE  > RATHBONE  • BARRIE 

NIGEL  BRUCE -LIONEL  ATWILL 


The  d rawings  of  Sherlock  Holmes  and  Dr. 
VC'ar.son,on  the  preceding  pages,  were  done  hy 
Frederic  Dorr  Steele,  who  illustrated  the  origi- 
nal Sherlock  Holmes  stories,  and  are  available 
in  rhe  pressbook  for  your  campaign. 


J 


JOHN  CARRADINE 
BARLOWE  BORLAND 
BERYL  MERCER 
MORTON  LOWRY 
RALPH  FORBES 

Directed  by  Sidney  Lanfield 

Associate  Producer  Gene  Markey 
Screen  Play  by  Ernest  Pascal 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

In  Charge  of  Production 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


GOV'T  HASTENING  ITS  BILL  OF  PARTICULARS; 
DEFENSE  LAWYERS  MAY  GET  IT  IN  TWO  WEEKS 


Will  Supply  Information 
Now  on  Hand;  Hopes  to 
Give  "Just  Enough" 

Washington — The  department  of  justice 
is  expected  to  take  a short  cut  in  prepar- 
ing its  bill  of  particulars,  as  ordered  by 
Federal  Judge  William  O.  Bondy  in  New 
York,  in  its  equity  action  against  the  ma- 
jors. 

According  to  department  officials,  and, 
contrary  to  all  previous  forecasts,  this  calls 
for  Paul  Williams,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
case  under  Thurman  Arnold,  to  supply 
“what  information  he  has  on  hand”  to  de- 
fense attorneys  within  two  weeks.  Wil- 
liams, under  this  procedure,  hopes  to  pro- 
vide just  enough  pertinent  data  to  deter- 
mine “what  the  picture  companies  admit 
and  what  they  deny.” 

The  department  need  not  stipulate  de- 
tails in  any  more  of  the  demands  granted 
by  Judge  Bondy  than  it  cares  to  at  this 
time.  This  interpretation,  along  with  other 
remarks  which  are  unofficial,  yet  reliable, 
stems  from  Judge  Bondy’s  ruling  that,  if 
the  department  is  unable  to  furnish  the 
particulars  at  this  time,  these  can  be  sup- 
plied “when  it  obtains  the  necessary  in- 
formation, but  in  no  event  later  than  30 
days  before  trial  of  this  action.” 

If  Williams  adopts  this  approach,  at- 
taches say,  he  might  conceivably  furnish 
merely  those  specific  instances  where 
enough  significance  attaches  to  determine 
how  strong  the  majors’  rebuttal  will  be 
when  the  trial  commences.  If  he  is  cri- 
ticized for  furnishing  only  a small  portion 
of  the  demands  requested,  he  can  say 
“These  are  all  I have  now,”  and  refer  to 
Judge  Bondy’s  ruling  relative  to  supply- 
ing the  balance  at  a later  date. 

Of  159  specific  demands  made  by  de- 
fense attorneys  in  their  consolidated  mo- 
tion for  a bill  of  particulars.  Judge  Bondy 
granted  a little  more  than  half.  These  in- 
clude definitions  of  ambiguous  terms,  de- 
scriptions of  trade  practices  claimed  to  be 
“harsh,  onerous  and  unfair,”  methods  al- 
legedly employed  in  “coercing”  indepen- 
dent theatre  operators  to  sell  their  hold- 
ings to  major  circuits  and  the  manner  in 
which  producer-exhibitor  defendants  ex- 
tend to  each  other  benefits  and  favors 
that  have  had  the  effect  of  creating  con- 
trol of  production  or  exhibition. 


To  Sue  in  Atlanta 
If  Miami  Action  Flops 

Miami — With  the  matter  of  jurisdiction 
still  pending  in  the  federal  court,  Herman 
Weingarten,  operator  of  the  Cameo  and 
Surf,  informs  Boxoffice  that,  in  the  event 
the  local  court  dismisses  his  anti-trust 
suit  against  Paramount  and  major  com- 
panies on  alleged  conspiracy  charges,  he 
will  file  a similar  action  in  Atlanta,  from 


Chicago  Anti-Trust  Suit  May 
Be  Test  Case  on  Clearances 


FBI  Step  Up  Efforts 
To  Collect  Plaints 

Washington — In  the  wake  of  the  New 
York  federal  court  order  calling  on  the 
department  of  justice  to  furnish  a bill  of 
particulars  in  the  government’s  anti-trust 
suit,  FBI  men  have  doubled  their  efforts  in 
acquiring  and  filing  exhibitor  complaints 
throughout  the  country  for  possible  use 
when  the  case  comes  to  trial. 

Tlie  new  impetus,  informed  sources  say, 
is  to  bolster  the  government’s  case  in  all 
its  claims  in  the  event  certain  witnesses 
should  balk  at  testifying  if  their  names 
should  come  up  in  the  bill  of  particulars. 
Agents  of  the  department  have  spent  con- 
siderable time  recently  in  New  York  and 
in  Los  Angeles,  as  well  as  in  Texas,  home 
state  of  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president. 
Ralph  Butterworth  and  Seymour  Kreiger, 
two  agents  working  out  of  New  York,  are 
known  to  have  requested  complainants  to 
appear  as  witnesses  during  the  trial. 

The  possibility  is,  however,  that,  in  furn- 
ishing specific  details  of  claims  as  repre- 
sented in  the  government’s  petition,  the 
names  of  some  of  the  complainants  may 
be  revealed.  Department  officials  are  wary 
this  may  deter  many  of  the  independent 
exhibitors  from  testifying  and  are  taking 
every  precaution  to  unearth  new  witnesses 
with  similar  complaints.  Apparently  FBI 
men  operating  in  the  New  York  area  have 
been  successful,  for  a new  batch  of  com- 
plaints has  been  filed  here  within  the  past 
week,  it  is  authoritatively  learned. 


which  exchange  center  he  is  served. 

Within  the  past  few  weeks,  the  Cameo 
has  been  playing  independent  product  and 
Jewish  films.  He  has  even  gone  to  “owl” 
shows.  On  one  evening  program  he  showed 
“I  Vant  to  Be  Alone,”  one  of  Greta 
Garbo’s  first  silent  pictures,  with  sound; 
“Children  of  Loneliness”  and  a Jewish 
talking  feature  and  short. 

Weingarten  is  determined  to  fight  for 
a break  in  product,  he  says,  and  charges 
monopolistic  tactics  on  the  part  of  S.  A. 
Lynch,  general  manager  for  the  Paramount 
circuit  here,  and  the  film  companies. 


M<SR  Suit  Rolls  On 

Boston — Hearing  on  the  Morse  & Roth- 
enberg  suit  here  is  expected  to  continue 
at  least  six  more  weeks.  Attorneys  ended 
the  taking  of  exhibits  and  now  are  engaged 
in  questioning  local  branch  managers. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — The  forthcoming  Frank  Ford 
anti-trust  suit  for  actual  damages  in  fed- 
eral court  is  expected  to  be  the  first  actual 
testing  of  the  supreme  court’s  recent  rul- 
ing on  clearance  and  zoning  in  the  In- 
state case. 

Lewis  Jacobson,  attorney  for  Ford,  told 
Boxoffice:  “We  are  going  to  follow  some 
of  the  principles  handed  down  by  the 
supreme  court  in  the  Texas  case,  though 
with  a little  different  application.  The 
decision  of  the  court  in  favor  of  the 
government  in  that  case,  was  the  deciding 
factor  in  Ford’s  decision  to  institute  the 
legal  action  we  are  now  planning.” 

Operators  of  local  subsequent  runs  are 
wondering  what  effect  such  a suit  would 
have  on  Chicago’s  clearance  system,  which 
is  gauged  on  admission  prices. 

Should  Ford’s  case  be  heard  before  the 
summer  is  over  and  reported  on  favorably 
to  him,  there  is  a possibility  that  sub- 
sequent run  exhibitors  might  strike  for 
reduced  clearance,  using  as  an  additional 
argument  their  interpretation  of  the 
Washington  ruling  in  the  Texas  case. 

Some  exhibitors  here  have  even  gone 
further  and,  in  taking  for  granted  such 
striking  might  occur  have  hypothetically 
suggested  that,  in  turn,  film  companies 
might  raise  their  rentals  and  offer  to  sell 
extended  time  to  key  houses  in  certain 
sections  of  the  city.  Thus,  by  higher 
rentals  with  extended  time  in  large  key 
houses,  they  might  realize  more  revenue 
than  they  do  now  from  so  many  runs 
with  less  rental  per  house. 


W.  E.  Dividend 

New  York — Board  of  Western  Electric 
Co.  has  declared  a dividend  of  25  cents  per 
share  on  its  common  stock,  payable  March 
31,  to  holders  of  record  on  March  24. 


"Pan"  Berman  Is 
Doing  Talking 

New  York — Short,  short  interview 
with  Pandro  S.  Berman,  RKO  produc- 
tion head,  who  is  in  town  and  busy. 

'Tm  sorry  I haven't  anything  in- 
teresting to  give  you.” 

”My  contract  still  has  a couple  of 
years  to  run." 

"I  guess  we'll  make  52.  We  usually 
start  with  that  number  anyway." 

”Our  current  lineup?  I guess  we're 
just  about  all  through  with  that." 

’’S'long.  It  was  nice  meeting  you." 
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This  comer,  with  considerable 
regularity,  has  taken  pokes, 
sideswipes  and  haymakers  at  the 
totalitarian  governments  for  seek- 
ing, and  pretty  well  succeeding, 
in  censoring  Hollywood  production. 
While  that  may  sound  like  merely 
another  of  the  many  problems  that 
beset  the  American  producer  in  his 
overseas  markets  and,  as  such,  of 
remote  interest  to  those  who  figure 
in  this  scene,  it  is  always  essential 
to  recall  there  is  another  and  signi- 
ficant angle. 

And  it  is  very  simple.  By  these 
open  and  veiled  threats  of  reprisal, 
the  sphere  within  which  Hollywood 
is  being  permitted  to  operate  places 
unwarranted  limitations  on  the  kind 
of  product  the  domestic  exhibitor 
can  run  for  the  American  filmgoer. 
That,  it  is  argued  here  and  now,  is 
of  very  direct  interest  to  theatremen 
in  this  country. 

Rome  makes  it  tough  for  Metro 
to  go  ahead  on  "Idiot's  Delight"  and 
the  results  on  the  screen  whitewash 
Italy  as  the  patron  of  those  bombing 
planes. 

Angora  threatens  to  kick  up  Turk- 
ish heels  if  the  same  studio  proceeds 
with  "The  Forty  Days  of  Musa 
Dagh." 

Berlin  got  outrageously  impertin- 
ent with  Universal  on  "The  Road 
Back"  and  only  recently,  Chaplin's 
plan  to  make  "The  Dictators"  and 
the  Warner  determination  to  move 
forward  on  schedule  with  "Confes- 
sions of  Nazi  Spy"  persuaded  Der 
Fuehrer  to  warn  American  com- 
panies he  will  retaliate  with  anti- 
Semitic  films  produced  in  Berlin  for 
world  markets. 

Now  It's  Elsewhere 

All  of  these  recitals  are  old  stuff. 
But  now,  in  lands  where  democracy 
is  supposed  to  be  the  prevailing  or- 
der, the  censorship  right,  automati- 
cally assumed  a right  walking  hand 
in  hand  with  dictator  governments, 
is  also  thriving. 

Warner  produced  "Devil's  Island." 
It  was  not  designed  for  distribution 
in  France.  But  today  that  company 
cannot  send  its  new  releases  there 
for  60  days  because  a situation  pure- 
ly domestic  on  this  shore  displeases 
the  reactionaries  in  Paris. 

The  same  government  some  time 
ago  quite  effectively  killed  Para- 
mount's plan  to  produce  "Paths  of 
Glory,"  a powerful  war  novel  which 


/fe: 


exposed  certain  of  the  callousness 
of  the  French  military  system. 

Imperial  Airways,  working  hand 
with  glove  through  Pan-American 
and  clearing  through  "friendly"  in- 
terests in  the  American  State  De- 
partment a few  days  ago  succeeded 
in  pigeonholing  Sam  Goldwyn's 
ideas  about  "Thirteen  Go  Flying,"  a 
film  based  on  the  recent  crash  of 
the  Cavalier  in  the  New  York-Ber- 
muda  run. 

The  Cunard- White  Star  line  has 
managed  a pretty  good  job  in  side- 
tracking Dove  Selznick's  plans  for  a 
film  called  "Titanic." 

A certain  major  here  opened  a 
semi-historical  subject  in  a city  near 
New  York  recently  and  voluntarily 
edited  out  a sequence  which  told 
the  truth  about  an  unsavory  chapter 
in  that  state's  background.  Volun- 
tarily, because  it  knew  any  inten- 
tion about  keeping  the  sequence 
where  it  belonged  would  have  kept 
a costly  attraction  out  of  a lucrative 
territory. 


T omorrow — What 

Why  the  industry  bends  willing 
knee  to  protests,  large  and  small, 
legitimate  and  otherwise,  is  always 
explained  away  with  the  need  to 
protect  investments.  That  becomes 
good  business  from  time  to  time,  of 
course.  But,  in  a larger  sense,  there 
are  elements  which  reach  far  be- 
yond today  and  bear  vitally  on  to- 
morrow. 

If  the  business  proposes  standing 
by  its  practice  of  running  to  cover 
every  time  some  groups,  and  even 
governments,  raise  their  voices, 
v/hat  can  it  expect  for  the  long  haul 
unless  a stand  at  some  time  and 
somewhere  along  the  line  is  as- 
sumed? 

If  the  industry  proposes  to  main- 
tain itself  as  on  easy  target  for  wild 
and  accurate  marksmen,  it  must 
make  up  its  final  mind  to  be  punch- 
ed through  with  larger  and  more 
gaping  holes  as  time  goes  by.  That's 
how  these  things  work.  They're 
largely  mathematical-like. 

Your  reporter  has  been  maintain- 
ing, on  the  printed  page  and  in  con- 
versation for  years  now,  that  this 
industry  is  large  enough  in  its  fi- 
nancial influence  and  patently  im- 
portant enough  in  its  power  to  en- 
tertain— and  beyond — to  rate  re- 
spect and  attention.  That  it  does 
(Continued  on  page  29) 
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3 MORE  LAUGHTONS  FROM 
PARAMOUNT... 

Showmen  who  have  play- 
ed “The  Beachcomber” 
(now  hitting  boxoffice 
peaks  in  every  date)  will 
readily  understand  why  we  announce  with  great 
pride  that  we  have  captured  the  distribution 
prize  of  the  year  . . . ERICH  POMMER  and 
CHARLES  LAUGHTON,  the  producer-star 
team  which  gave  you  that  hilarious  romance  of 
the  South  Seas,  have  signed  to  release  three 
more  under  the  Paramount  banner.  They  are 
"St.  Martin’s  Lane”,  with  Vivien  Leigh,  world- 
famous  as  Scarlett  O’Hara,  star  of  “G.  W.T.W.” 
. . .“Jamaica  Inn”.  . . and  “The  Admirable 
Crichton”.  It’s  a big  deal  for  us  . . . that  means 
a great  deal  for  you. 

* * * 


''UNION  PACIFIC"  ADS 
BLANKET  COUNTRY 

Here’s  an  astounding  fact  for  you.  Actually  one 
out  of  every  two  movie-goers  up  and  down  the 
whole  country  will  read  the  national  ads  on  the 
BIG  picture  of  the  year.  Paramount’s  “ Union 
Pacific”. 

Look  at  this  schedule:  Full  color  page  in  Ameri- 
can Weekly,  which  has  the  widest  circulation 
of  any  publication  in  America;  full  color  page  in 
This  Week;  full  page  in  Life;  full  coverage  in  the 
fan  magazines. 

And  this  doesn’t  take  into  account  the  advertis- 
ing budget  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for  this 
picture.  A publication  schedule  as  long  as  your 
arm  . . . place  cards  for  every  Union  Pacific  diner 
. . . color  brochures  for  every  ticket-buyer  . . . 
color  stickers  plastered  on  every  available  spot 
. . . all  part  of  one  co-ordinated  campaign  to  sell 
“Union  Pacific”  to  your  public  as  no  picture  has 
ever  been  sold  before. 

Now  add  to  these  millions  the  additional  mil- 
lions reached  by  the  national  newspaper  adver- 
tising campaign  in  key  cities. 

That’s  just  another  example  of  how  Paramount 
merchandises  pictures  to  the  public  . . . and 
creates  ready-made  customers  for  your  boxoffice. 

* * * 

"NEVER  SAY  DIE" 
RIDES  HIGH 

“Chalk  up  another  hit  for 
Martha  Raye  and  Bob 
Hope”,  says  Jimmie  Fidler.  Which  proves  that 
critics  enjoy  a bright,  sprightly  comedy  as  well 
as  the  rest  of  us. 

Here  are  just  a few  more  of  the  enthusiastic  com- 
ments: “Sure  fire  for  laughs”,  chuckles  M . P.  Daily 
. . .“Crammed  with  what  it  takes  to  drag  down 
boxoffice  coin”,  estimates  sage  Variety  . . .“One 
of  the  funniest  pictures  I’ve  seen  in  a long  time”, 
cheers  famous  Louella  Parsons  in  her  widely 
syndicated  column  . . . “Procession  of  hilarious 
gags”,  chortles  Film  Daily. 


PARAMOUNT 


BOOM  TIMES 
ARE  COMING  . . . 

. . . and  Paramount  leads  the  way  for 

the  industry.  One  after  another,  in  never-ending 
succession,  come  big  pictures,  with  big  stars,  from 
Paramount,  the  hit  company. 

Look  at  the  line-up  for  proof  . . . dollars-and-cents  proof 
to  back  up  what  we  say.  Here  they  come,  on  their  way 
to  you : ^'MIDNIGHT",  bringing  together  for  the  first  time 
two  top  romantic  stars,  Claudette  Colbert  and  Don  Ameche, 
in  a triumph  of  love  and  laughter,  with  John  Barrymore, 
Francis  Lederer,  Mary  Astor,  Elaine  Barrie  . . FROM 

MISSOURI'',  starring  the  one  and  only  Bob  Burns  in  a 
super-showmanship  hit  packed  with  entertainment  for 
every  audience  . . ."THE  LADY’S  FROM  KENTUCKY", 
a heart-pounding,  pulse-racing  romance  of  the  sport  of 
kings,  with  George  Raft  and  that  brilliant  new  star  Ellen 
Drew. ..Cecil  B.  DeMille’s  "UNION  PACIFIC", a picture 
as  big  as  the  West  whose  thundering  story  it  tells,  with  a 
cast  of  thousands  headed  by  Barbara  Stanwyck,  Joel 
McCrea  and  Akim  Tamiroff,  who  delivers  another  terrific 
performance  of  "Spawn  of  the  North"  proportions  . . . 
"HOTEL  IMPERIAL",  with  glamorous,  exciting  Isa 
Miranda  in  her  first  American  screen  role,  co-starred  with 
Ray  Milland  in  a powerful  drama  of  international  intrigue 
. . ."STOLEN  LIFE",  bringing  back  to  the  screen  Elizabeth 
Bergner,  the  first  dramatic  actress  of  our  time  in  her 
greatest  picture,  produced  and  directed  by  Paul  Czinner. 
And  that’s  only  the  biginning  of  the  parade  of  hits  due 
from  Paramount,  the  hit  company. 

Yes  sir,  there  are  boom  times  coming  . . . so  better  get 
on  the  Paramount  band-wagon  — and  ride  out  in  front. 


They  Discussed  Operations  and  General  Policies — 


— Metropolitan  Photos  for  BOXOiFFICE 


National  Theatres'  executives  who  halted  their  three~day  meetings  in  New  York,  to  accommodate  Boxoffice’s  cameraman. 
All  of  the  circuit’s  divisional  heads  are  within  the  range  of  the  lens,  plus  several  home  office  executives  as  well.  Left  to 
right:  Charles  P.  Skouras.  Los  Angeles  and  just  back  from  a Europeaii  holiday;  Harold  J.  Fitzgerald,  Milwaukee;  David  M. 
Idzal,  managing  director  of  the  Fox,  Detroit  who  was  in  town  at  the  same  time;  Frank  Newman,  Seattle;  E.  C.  Rhoden, 
Kansas  City;  Spyros  Skouras,  the  head  man;  Harry  C.  Cox,  treasurer;  Arch  M.  Bowles,  San  Francisco;  Mike  Rosenberg,  who 
operates  Principal  Theatres  in  Southern  California  in  partnership  with  National;  Rick  Ricketson,  Denver,  and  A.  Sumner 
Gambee  of  the  film  statistical  department. 


Showmanship  Dubbed  Keynote 
Of  National  Theatres'  Drive 


New  York — Showmanship,  the  creation 
of  new  ideas  and  exploitation  of  them,  is 
the  keynote  of  the  new  National  Theatres 
13-week  drive  which  gets  under  way  April 
9 with  Arch  Bowles,  northern  California 
divisional  operator,  as  field  marshal. 

There  will  be  $25,000  distributed  among 
165  district  and  theatre  managers,  bookers 
and  personnel  in  divisional  home  offices, 
according  to  Bowles.  The  largest  prize  will 
amount  to  $1,000  and  the  smallest  $50,  ac- 
cording to  those  showing  the  highest  per- 
centage of  increase  in  business  and  effort 
over  last  year. 

Bowles  was  top  winner  of  the  last  13- 
week  drive  which  concluded  New  Year’s 
Eve.  His  division  won  $5,000. 

According  to  Bowles,  “the  drive  is  be- 
ing held  in  lieu  of  the  annual  spring  cam- 
paign and  is  based  on  individual  effort 
instead  of  accumulated  efforts  of  divi- 
sions.” 

The  drive,  he  adds,  is  being  dedicated  to 
Spyros  Skouras,  operating  head  of  Na- 
tional Theatres,  and  it  is  the  first  time 
showmanship  is  being  stressed  with  such 
importance.  Specifically,  Bowles  continues, 
the  campaign  is  to  create  more  showman- 
ship ideas  in  theatres  and  develop  them 
to  good  advantage. 

This  is  the  first  time  bookers  and  di- 
visional home  office  department  heads  will 
join  in  the  awards. 

A weekly  publication.  Showmanship,  es- 
pecially devoted  to  the  drive  will  be  issued 
under  Bowles’  supervision  from  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Bowles  left  during  the  week  on  his  first 
tour  of  all  six  divisions  after  attending  a 
two-day  weekend  meeting  at  the  National 
Theatres’  home  office.  He  was  preceded 


by  E.  C.  Rhoden,  Kansas  City;  Rick 
Ricketson,  Denver;  Frank  Newman  sr., 
Seattle;  David  M.  Idzal,  Detroit. 

Mike  Rosenberg  and  David  Bershon, 
partners  in  Fox  West  Coast,  left  early  in 
the  week.  Bershon  did  not  attend  the 
home  office  meetings.  He  came  on  from 
Los  Angeles  for  a conference  with  Charles 
Koerner,  Boston  RKO  district  theatre  oper- 
ating head. 

Charles  Skom'as  accompanied  Bowles 
as  far  as  Chicago  and  continued  on  to  the 
coasD  from  there.  Skouras  is  taking  over 
all  operations  of  Bowles’  theatres  in  north- 
ern California  while  the  latter  is  on  tour. 

Others  in  attendance  at  the  two-day 
session  included  Spyros  Skouras,  WiUiam 
T.  Powers,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Edward  Zabel, 
Aubrey  Schenck,  Milton  Hossfeld,  Irving 
Barry,  John  P.  Edmondson,  Harry  C. 
Cox,  Sumner  Gambee  and  George  Baldson. 

Prutzman  to  Universal 
Board;  Is  Counsel 

Wilmington — Charles  Prutzman,  New 
York  attorney  who  for  the  past  three  years 
has  been  handling  legal  matters  for  Uni- 
versal, was  elected  Wednesday  to  the  board 
of  directors  at  the  annual  stockholders’ 
meeting  and  will  serve  as  vice-president 
and  general  counsel. 

Directors  re-elected  include  N.  J.  Blum- 
berg,  Paul  G.  Brown,  Daniel  C.  Collins,  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  Preston  Davie,  William 
Freiday,  John  Dabney  Penick,  Samuel  I. 
Posen,  Ottavio  Prochet,  Budd  Rogers,  Dan- 
iel M.  Schaeffer  and  W.  H.  Taylor  jr. 
Cowdin  continues  as  chairman  of  the  board. 


"U"  Starting  Season 
Sans  Fact  Change 

New  York — Universal  will  commence  its 
new  selling  season  with  the  present  con- 
tract unchanged,  says  William  A.  Scully, 
but  will  revise  it  to  conform  with  what- 
ever develops  from  the  present  trade  prac- 
tice negotiations. 

Optimistic  over  the  present  run  of  prod- 
uct, Scully  states  the  new  season  lineup 
will  consist  of  43  features,  three  of  which 
will  be  made  by  Harry  Edington  under  a 
recently  closed  producing  arrangement. 
Seventeen  of  these  will  fall  into  the  “A” 
picture  classification,  he  adds. 

Scully  believes  there  is  still  a market 
for  short  subjects  which  will  not  be  af- 
fected by  the  general  agreement  to  eli- 
minate the  forced  selling  of  shorts.  He 
points  out  the  Universal  short  subjects  will 
be  increased  slightly  to  52  one-reelers  and 
13  two-reelers.  There  will  also  be  a three- 
reeler  on  Americanism  entitled,  “March  of 
Fi-eedom.” 

Tire  new  program  calls  for  seven  west- 
erns starring  Johnny  Mack  Brown  and 
seven  outdoor  pictures  featuring  Richard 
Arlen  and  Andy  Devine.  The  latter  series 
is  differentiated  from  westerns  because  of 
an  increased  budget  allocation  to  approxi- 
mately $100,000  per  picture,  Scully  asserts. 

Universal  will  hold  three  regional  meet- 
ings sometime  in  April  in  place  of  one 
national  sales  convention.  He  says  San 
Francisco  and  Cliicago  will  probably  be 
the  sites  for  two  of  the  meetings,  but  the 
eastern  city  has  not  been  designated. 

He  declares  ‘"The  Mikado”  is  definitely 
booked  for  the  Astor  and  will  open  after 
the  currently  successful  run  of  “Pygma- 
lion.” Scully  adds  “The  Mikado”  will  be 
sold  by  special  contract  along  with  the 
new  season  product. 
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NOW  IS  THE  SILLY 
SEASON  WHEN  YOU 
MUST  KEEP  YOUR 
WEATHER-EYE  PEELED! 


Those  annual  sales 


conventions  are  on.  The  boys  are 
getting  pepped  up.  The  announce- 
ment books  are  being  gilded. 

Take  my  advice: 

Demand 

}-That  the  company 
delivered  its  past  promises. 

2 -That  the  salesman’s 
statements  have  a basis  in  fact,  not  merely 
in  enthusiasm. 


3 -That  the  company  is  helping  you 
making  money. 

4 -That  its  stars  and  pictures  mean  some- 
thing - Summer,  Winter,  Spring  and  Fall- 
and  Summer  again. 


AND  KEEP  YOUR  EAR 
CLOSE  TO  THE  GROUND! 

Remember:  Most  companies  can  only 
shout  before  they  deliver.  The  sale  is  one 
thing  to  them,  the  product  another. 

THE  OLD  RELIABLE  IS 

{There’s  no  suspense  in  this  gag.  You  know  the  answer.) 


The  Friendly  Company 

THE  ONLY  A PRODUCT  ON 
THE  MARKET— that’s  a fact! 

STARS-STARS-HITS-HITS  - RECORDS 
BROKEN-BIG  THEMES- ACTION 
DRAMAS-BEST  SELLING  BOOKS  AND 
PLAYS-GREAT  PRODUCERS,  DIRECTORS, 
AUTHORS  — SUPERB  TECHNICAL 
STUDIOS,  GREAT  PRINTS-DYNAMIC 

advertising  and  publicity- 

nothing  SMALL  TIME  — Absolutely 

ON  THE  LEVEL! 

PBIMTBD  IN  P.  •.  A 


Seeking  Delay  in 
Northwest  Meet 

New  York — Although  A1  Steffes,  chair- 
man of  the  Allied  convention  to  be  held  in 
Minneapolis,  has  set  June  12-14  as  tenta- 
tive dates  for  the  three-day  meeting,  sev- 
eral important  Allied  unit  heads  are  un- 
derstood anxious  to  have  the  dates  set 
back  a day.  The  idea,  according  to  a 
spokesman,  is  to  give  many  exhibitors  who 
plan  to  attend  the  opportunity  of  leaving 
for  the  Twin  Cities  on  Sunday  instead  of 
Saturday,  which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
biggest  business  days  of  the  week. 

There  will  be  afternoon  sessions  only 
during  the  three  days.  Elections  do  not 
come  up  at  the  convention,  the  meetings 
primarily  being  held  to  find  out  what  the 
exhibitor  is  thinking  on  problems  of  the 
day.  Each  unit  can  send  as  many  dele- 
gates as  it  prefers  for  the  general  dis- 
cussions which  are  usually  followed  by 
resolutions.  Administration  of  Allied  is  a 
prerogative  of  the  board  which  comprises 
one  member  from  each  imit. 


Phraseology  of  Pact 
Again  Is  Discussed 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
ing  this,  it  is  held,  a number  of  con- 
templated suits  will  be  eliminated  as  well 
as  warding  off  a flood  of  complaints  in 
this  regard  which  would  ordinarily  be 
expected  as  soon  as  arbitration  bodies  are 
set  up  in  key  cities. 

Allied  is  far  from  satisfied  vidth  the 
concessions  being  offered  by  distributors, 
but  many  members  are  reported  to  feel 
that  more  is  to  be  gained  than  lost  if 
distributors’  proposals  are  accepted.  Ma- 
jor company  sales  chiefs,  for  some  time, 
have  maintained  that  they  are  prepared 
to  give  no  further  ground  in  handing  out 
concessions.  Some  distributors  have  held 
they  are  offering  some  of  the  concessions 


It  Happened  One 
Morning 

Hollywood — Walter  Pidgeon  usually 
picks  up  a couple  of  hitch-hiking  cad- 
dies on  his  way  to  the  studio. 

One  morning,  while  speeding  to 
work,  it  was  raining  something  won- 
derful and  as  he  slowed  at  a corner 
in  Cheviot  Hills,  two  young  men  and 
two  girl  waitresses  were  standing  in 
the  downpour. 

Pidgeon  offered  them  a ride.  The 
two  men  and  one  girl  climbed  in.  The 
second  girl  refused  and  remained  in 
the  rain. 

The  had  ridden  a short  distance  when 
Pidgeon  asked: 

"Isn't  she  being  foolish,  standing  back 
there  in  the  rain?" 

"Not  at  all,"  said  Pidgeon's  girl  pas- 
senger. "She's  waiting  to  see  Clark 
Gable  drive  by." 


One  Quiz  Rooter 
Anyway 

Columbus — In  a bulletin  to  mem- 
bers of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  Pete  J.  Wood, 
business  manager,  listed  the  follow- 
ing quotation,  which  speaks  for  itself, 
under  the  heading  of  "What  the 
Movie  Quiz  Did  For  Me."  The  item  is 
from  a member  in  good  standing.  He 
said: 

"February  27  was  a banner  day  in 
my  life  as  an  exhibitor.  I had  given 
considerable  publicity  to  the  fact  that 
the  names  of  the  winners  of  the  Movie 
Quiz  contest  would  be  announced  at 
my  theatre.  At  9 p.  m.,  I had  them 
standing  20  deep  in  the  lobby  and 
down  the  aisles.  For  the  life  of  me, 
I cannot  understand  why  other  ex- 
hibitors say  that  this  contest  was  a 
flop. 

"P.  S. — My  program  that  night  was 
'Kentucky"  and  'You  Can't  Take  It  With 
You.'  Also,  there  was  a drawing  for 
an  $800  Bank  Night  and  every  lady 
who  attended  was  given  a pair  of 
silk  hose.  It  was  my  15-cent  bargain 
night  and  children  under  14  (without 
beards)  were  admitted  free. 

"I  hope  there  will  be  another  Movie 
Quiz  contest  this  year." 


Allied  Pushes  Forward 
For  Neely  Measure 

(Continued  from  page  4) 
tively.  For  this  reason,  he  concludes  it  is 
now  essential  for  Alhed  and  its  constitu- 
ents to  bear  down  on  the  Neely  bill. 

He  also  accuses  the  distributors  with  a 
deliberate  stall  on  trade  practice  formu- 
lation so  that  the  Hays  office  might  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  it  could  in  thwarting  any 
accumulations  of  favorable  Washington 
sentiment  toward  block  booking  legisla- 
tion. With  this,  he  adds,  went  the  dis- 
tributor hope  that  Allied  might  go  easier 
on  its  various  demands. 

Indicating,  further,  how  completely 
Myers  is  pinning  his  star  to  the  Neely 
measure  and  its  trading  value  in  any  fu- 
ture negotiations  with  distributors  is  his 
expressed  belief  Allied  will  hold  the  trumps 
if  the  bill  can  be  moved  onto  the  Senate’s 
calendar  in  the  near  future.  He,  con- 
sequently, pleads  with  Allied  units  to  com- 
municate with  Senator  Ellison  D.  Smith 
(D) , of  South  Carolina,  and  to  inform  him 
of  their  objections  to  compulsory  block 
booking.  If  Allied  imits  around  the  coun- 
try shortly  emerge  with  resolutions  so 
reading  the  answer  will  be  found  in  Myers’ 
exhortation  that  they  take  such  action  and 
forward  copies  to  the  senate  sub-commit- 
tee.  At  the  same  time,  the  general  coun- 
sel acknowledges  that  the  committee,  as 
presently  constituted,  is  not  too  favorable 
for  Allied’s  stand  on  the  Neely  bill. 


against  their  better  economic  judgment 
and  that  this  will  reflect  considerably  to 
their  disadvantage  in  dollar-and-cents  re- 
turns as  compared  with  previous  years. 

No  decision  has  been  made  by  indepen- 
dent distributors  such  as  Monogram,  Re- 
public and  Grand  National,  but  indication 
is  these  firms  will  follow  the  majors. 


Concession  Fledge 
From  Paramount 

New  York  — Where  Parmaount  is  out 
selling  1939-40  contracts,  full  assurance 
is  being  extended  the  buyer  that  he  will 
be  given  whatever  concessions  are  em- 
braced in  a final  trade  practice  agree- 
ment. 

The  company’s  sales  force,  it  is  learned 
by  Boxoffice,  is  not  only  making  its  intent 
clear  verbally,  but  is  setting  forth  the 
understanding  in  writing  where  the  exhi- 
bitor asks  for  it. 

It  is  understood  that,  thus  far  at  least, 
few  exhibitors  have  expressed  much  con- 
cern in  whatever  the  forthcoming  conces- 
sions may  turn  out  to  be.  The  explana- 
tion advanced  for  this  is  exhibitor  confi- 
dence that  he  can  take  care  of  himself 
in  any  deal  he  makes. 


Metro-Consolidated  Deal 
Renewal  Talk  Is  Near 

San  Francisco — M-G-M’s  five-year  fran- 
chise with  Consolidated  Theatres  for  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition  expires  with  the 
current  season’s  lineup.  Negotiations  for  a 
new  deal  will  get  under  way  shortly  at 
the  distributors’  Chicago  convention. 

Edward  M.  Saunders,  western  sales  head 
for  M-G-M,  was  expected  here  recently 
en  route  to  Honolulu  to  confer  with  Ezra 
Parker  of  Consolidated  on  a new  pact  but 
called  off  the  visit.  It  is  expected  Parker 
will  come  on  for  a meeting  with  Fred 
Williams  and  Saunders  either  here  or  in 
New  York. 

Columbia  recently  signed  a three-year 
franchise  with  Consolidated  when  A.  Mon- 
tague made  the  trip  to  Honolulu  on  a 
combined  vacation  and  business  trip.  Wil- 
liam A.  Scully,  general  sales  manager  for 
Universal,  also  concluded  a term  arrange- 
ment with  Parker  on  his  recent  visit. 


Next  Allied  Divorce 
Bill  National 

Boston — "If  Allied  fosters  another  di- 
vorcement bill  it  will  be  in  the  national 
Congress,"  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied 
president,  told  BOXOFFICE  here  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  called  meeting  of 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.  The  filing 
of  divorce  actions  in  some  state  legis- 
latures he  termed  as  "pleasing  evi- 
dence of  the  potency  of  Allied's  policy," 
but  said  they  are  not  being  pressed  by 
his  association  because  it  feels  that  the 
"present  reconditioning  pace  of  the 
industry  may  obviate  the  necessity  for 
divorcement  legislation."  He  reaffirmed 
his  belief  in  the  feasibility  of  scrapping 
all  clearance  as  it  applies  to  first  runs 
to  permit  those  runs  to  play  pictures 
while  the  publicity  is  hot.  He  said 
the  increased  results  from  expensive 
national  advertising  campaigns  would 
more  than  offset  extra  print  costs. 
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EIGHT  AT  35  PER  CENT,  12  AT  30, 16  AT  25 
IS  WARNER  SALES  PLAN  FOR  1939-40  SEASON 


— Photos  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

A Question  From  the  Floor — 

Above,  the  candid  camera  registers  part  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Warner 
sales  convention.  It  is  Carl  Leserman,  o-n  his  feet  and  paper  in  hand.  Lean- 
ing on  the  gavel  is  Gradwell  L.  Sears.  Seated,  from  left  to  right,  are  Sam 
Schneider,  Robert  W.  Perkins,  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Major  Albert  Warner  and 
Mort  Blumenstock. 

Below,  the  Warner  theatre  zone  managers  who  held  a meeting  of  their 
own.  Left  to  right:  Leonard  Schlesinger,  home  office;  Moe  Silver,  Albany; 
James  Coston,  Chicago;  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager.  New  York;  Ted 
Schlanger,  Philadelphia  and  Harry  Kalmine,  Pittsburgh. 


The  Remaining  Twelve 
"B"  Films  on  Flat  Fee, 

Sales  Meeting  Hears 

New  York — Warner  is  out  after  top 
money  for  1939-40  on  a selling  policy  of 
sliding  percentages  for  its  announced  36 
“A”  attractions. 

It  is  understood  eight  are  to  be  sold  at 
35  per  cent,  12  at  30  per  cent  and  16  at 
25  per  cent.  The  remaining  12  frankly 
avowed  “B’s”  on  its  program  of  48  will 
be  sold  flat. 

Details  of  the  sales  plan  highlighted  the 
second  and  final  day  of  the  two-day  con- 
vention at  the  Waldorf.  Gradwell  L. 
Sears,  general  sales  manager,  presented  it. 

It  is  further  understood  specific  attrac- 
tions in  specific  brackets  were  not  out- 
lined to  the  conventioneers,  nor  will  they 
be  at  this  time.  What  the  distributor  will 
do,  however,  will  be  to  designate  the  36 
pictures  which  it  figures  will  fall  into  the 
three  percentage  brackets. 

Following  the  two-day  joint  meeting,  the 
convention  broke  into  individual  sessions 
on  Wednesday  when  Roy  Haines,  eastern 
divisional  manager,  and  Ben  Kalmenson, 
in  charge  of  the  west,  held  separate  meet- 
ings with  their  district  and  branch  man- 
agers. 

“Motion  pictures  and  the  public  that 
supports  them  have  both  come  of  age. 
They  have  grown  up  together,  influencing 
and  educating  each  other,”  declared  Jack 
L.  Warner  in  his  address. 

“Many  of  the  best  pictures  of  nine  and 
ten  years  ago  would  be  laughed  off  the 
screen  if  they  were  shown  today,”  he 
said.  “As  I look  back  on  the  progress 
made  in  a decade,  only  one  thing  im- 
presses me  more  than  the  progress  itself, 
and  that  is  the  blindness,  deafness  and 
dumbness  of  certain  showmen  who  don’t 
realize  what  has  been  happening. 

“Tlrey  used  to  say  with  great  self- 
satisfaction  that  they  were  deliberately 
making  pictures  for  14-year-old  minds. 
I’m  afraid  some  of  them  are  still  doing 
that.” 

"This  remark  led  to  an  exposition  of 


"Old  Maid"  Set  as 
First  Big  One 

New  York — 'The  Old  Maid,"  Pulit- 
zer Prize  play,  now  is  definitely  set 
as  the  opener  and  initial  big  one  on 
the  Warner  program  for  1939-40.  In  it 
will  be  starred  Bette  Davis  and  Miriam 
Hopkins  with  Humphrey  Bogart  in  the 
chief  male  support. 

The  play,  originally  purchased  by 
Paramount,  was  acquired  from  that 
company. 


past  and  current  Warner  attractions  of 
unusual  themes — “education  by  drama,  the 
most  powerful  and  lasting  kind  of  educa- 
tion.” He  placed  special  emphasis  on  new 
product  that  will  “recall  in  the  most  thrill- 
ing form  the  great  figures  and  traditions 
of  our  national  heritage.” 

The  reason  for  limiting  the  new  pro- 
gram to  48,  instead  of  the  customary  52, 
and  a lineup  of  70  up  to  a few  years  ago, 
is  a policy  that  “favors  quality  above 
quantity,”  Warner  added. 

“We  don’t  like  to  make  ‘B’  pictures,” 
he  declared.  “They  are  a phase  of  the 
double-feature  evil,  which,  I am  happy  to 
say,  is  gradually  being  solved.  We  are 
turning  out  these  12  ‘B’  productions  to 
accommodate  certain  theatre  situations 
where,  for  one  cause  or  another,  the  dou- 
ble-feature system  is  so  deeply  rooted  that 
it  cannot  be  done  away  with  immediate- 
ly. But  the  system  is  definitely  on  its  way 
out;  and  our  general  production  structure 
is  being  planned  so  as  to  facilitate  that 
desirable  process.” 

Warner  concluded  his  address  with  the 
observation  that  “the  outlook  for  the 
American  industry  is  bright,  in  spite  of 
the  unfortunate  conditions  existing  in 
many  parts  of  the  world.” 

Sears  told  the  assemblage  that  com- 
pany statistics  reveal  an  increase  of  17.45 
per  cent  in  revenue  since  the  beginning 


of  this  year  as  compared  with  a like  pe- 
riod in  1938. 

‘"This  is  a valuable  barometer  of  gen- 
eral conditions  and  I think  we  can  anti- 
cipate a continual  improvement,”  he  said, 
in  part.  “The  prosperity  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  depends  on  outstanding 
pictures.  So  far  as  Warner  Bros,  are  con- 
cerned, we  are  looking  forward  to  the  sea- 
son of  1939-40,  beginning  next  September, 
as  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  firm.  This  optimism  has  its 
chief  foundation  in  our  optimism  about 
the  United  States,  in  particular,  and  the 
civilized  and  sane  nations  of  the  world  in 
general.  Democracy  and  the  reasonable 
life  of  free  peoples  have  been  threatened 
from  various  quarters,  as  we  all  know;  but 
we  believe  the  situation  will  be  met  and 
handled  satisfactorily.” 

Sears  sounded  a keynote  of  action  as 
the  “secret  of  successful  motion  picture 
making  for  the  simple  reason  that  motion 
pictures  should  move.”  He  added: 

“The  tendency  in  recent  years  has  been 
toward  too  much  passivity  on  the  screen. 
By  action  we  don’t  necessarily  mean  gun- 
fire, battle,  murder  and  sudden  death. 
Emphatically,  we  don’t  mean  the  old- 
fashioned  chase.  But  we  do  mean  a defi- 
nite dynamic  quality  which  is  of  the  es- 

(Continued  on  page  22) 
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"WIY,  MUMMY,  IF  ALL  THOSE 
NICE  EXHIBITORS  LIKED  OUR 
FIRST  PICTURE  SO  MUCH,  WAIT 
'TIL  THEY  SEE  YOU,  POP,  ME 
AND  DAISY  IN  OUR  SECOND!" 


PENNY  SINGLETON  ^ ARTHUR  LAKE  ★ LARRY  SIMMS 

as  Blondie  as  Dogwood  as  Baby  Dumpling 

AND  SKINNAY  ENNIS 
AND  HIS  BAND 


A COLUMBIA  SCREEN  PLAY  BY  RICHARD  FLOURNOY 
PICTURE  DIRECTED  BY  FRANK  R.  STRAYER 


BASED  UPON 
THE  COMIC 
STRIP  CREATED 

BY  CHIC 


Sears  Sounds  W6 
Action  Keynote 

(Continued  from  page  20) 

sence  of  life  itself.  Too  perfect  an 
equilibrium  means  a dead  motion  picture 
— as  it  means  a dead  man.  Passivity'  and 
subtlety  are  by  no  means  the  same  thing. 
Passivity  and  artistic  quality  are  by  no 
means  the  same  thing.  Some  excellent 
directors  and  actors  have  been  ship- 
wrecked on  that  misunderstanding.  At 
Warner  we  intend  to  go  on  giving  the 
public  action,  in  motion  pictures  that 
move.” 

S.  Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity,  told  the  field  force  the 
company  will  spend  more  on  advertising 
for  the  new  season  than  ever  before  in  its 
history.  Of  the  appropriation,  98  per  cent 
will  go  to  space  in  newspapers,  Einfeld 
explaining  Warner  had  satisfied  them- 
selves over  a period  of  years  that  news- 
papers are  the  most  valuable  medium  for 
reaching  the  public  . . . ‘‘The  advancement 
of  the  screen  has  been  greatly  aided  by 
the  American  newspapers,”  he  said.  “I 
believe  that  these  two  media,  the  great- 
est for  entertainment  and  the  greatest 
for  information,  have  mutually  inflenced 
each  other  much  more  than  is  generally 
realized.” 

On  Tuesday,  Sears  announced  the  for- 
mation of  a seventh  sales  district,  the 
prairie  district,  with  Rud  Lohrenz,  for- 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 


He  Wouldn't  Say  How — 

Charles  J.  Rich,  Warners’  Buffalo 
manager  at  the  sales  convention, 
broken  arm  and  sling.  Rich  was  bar- 
raged  with  questions  on  how  it  hap- 
pened. He  told  nothing. 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Slleo 

On  the  Square,  Too — 

Missing  the  head  of  Joseph  Plottel, 
Warners’  Toronto  branch  manager,  the 
camera  here  catches  the  copy  of  Box- 
office  he  is  reading.  Unposed,  too, 
and  nothing  unusual  in  the  action. 
His  brother  managers  were  likewise 
engaged. 


merly  midwest  district  manager,  moved  to 
Kansas  City  for  the  new  post.  The  new 
district  comprises  Kansas  City  and  Mem- 
phis, which  have  been  taken  away  from 
the  southern  area,  and  Omaha,  Des 
Moines  and  St.  Louis,  which  are  no  longer 
part  of  the  midwest  group. 

Henry  Herbel,  San  Francisco  branch 
manager,  is  now  midwest  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  A1  Shmit- 
ken,  Cincinnati  manager,  assumes  the  San 
Francisco  top  spot.  Ralph  Kinsler,  until 
recently  franchise  holder  in  Cincinnati  for 
Trader-Made,  succeeds  Shmitken  in  the 
Ohio  city. 

Although  Robert  W.  Perkins,  general 
counsel,  was  slated  to  talk  on  trade  prac- 
tices with  all  Warner  home  office  lawyers 
in  attendance,  the  plan  failed  to  material- 
ize. Perkins  decided  not  to  discuss  the 
trade  draft  because  of  the  distributor 
counsel  session  which  was  scheduled  two 
days  later  with  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied’s 
legal  spokesman. 

Einfeld  was  the  initial  speaker  on  the 
Tuesday  program.  He  was  followed  by 
Noi-man  H.  Moray,  short  subject  sales 
manager,  who  outlined  abbreviated  sub- 
jects for  the  new  season.  Sears  then 
went  into  the  new  sales  policy  and  was 
followed  by  Carl  Leserman,  his  assistant. 

Considerable  secrecy  prevails  on  the 
topic  discussed  by  Leserman,  but  it  is  re- 
ported he  talked  about  a recent  communi- 
cation sent  out  by  Myers  to  Allied  leaders. 
Albert  and  Jack  Warner  again  took  the 
floor  and  Sears  concluded  the  final  busi- 
ness session. 


Sax  Replacing  Jackson 
As  WB  British  Head 

New  York — Sam  Sax,  for  years  head  of 
Vitaphone  production  in  the  east,  will  re- 
place Jerome  Jackson  as  head  of  produc- 
tion for  Warner  at  the  Teddington  studio 
near  London. 

This  means  the  Brooklyn  studio  will  be 
darkened  and  all  short  subject  production 
transferred  to  the  Burbank  plant. 

Warner  is  contemplating  a substantial 
hike  in  production  budgets  for  English  pro- 
duction. At  least  one  picture  on  the  1939- 
40  list  will  be  made  there.  This  will  be 
‘‘We  Are  Not  Alone”  from  the  novel  by 
James  Hilton.  Top  Hollywood  names  will 
be  shipped  over  for  it. 

Sax  sails  for  London  aboard  the  Queen 
Mary  March  21. 


Vitaphone  Lineup 
Decreased  bp  30 

New  York — Vitaphone  shorts  for  the 
new  season  will  drop  from  a 1938-39  total 
of  134  releases  to  104  of  which  18  will  be 
two-reelers  and  68  in  one  reel. 

More  than  half  of  the  new  lineup  will 
be  in  color  as  Norman  M.  Moray,  short 
subject  sales  manager,  and  Sam  Sax,  pro- 
duction head  at  the  Brooklyn  studio,  out- 
lined it  to  the  conventioneers  on  the  final 
day  of  their  two-day  meeting  at  the  Wald- 
orf. 

Whereas  the  company  is  currently  re- 
leasing 30  two-reelers,  the  new  program 
cuts  to  18  ‘‘Broadway  Brevities.”  As 
against  104  one-reelers  this  season,  1939- 
40  will  witness  a slash  to  68  in  five  series. 
In  the  season  now  drawing  to  a close,  there 
were  seven. 

The  new  lineup  follows: 

Four  ‘‘Cavalcade  of  America.”  The  titles, 
“Nathan  Hale,”  “The  Father  of  His  Coim- 
try,”  “The  Monroe  Doctrine”  and  “Free- 
dom of  the  Press.”  They  will  be  made  in 
Hollywood  and  in  color. 

Four  “All  Star  Musicals.”  Each  will  fea- 
ture Hollywood  names,  be  produced  by 
Charley  Foy  and  Fritz  Feld.  One  will  have 
a western  background  and  another  a sports 
atmosphere.  All  in  color. 

Four  “All  Star  Comedies.”  In  black 
(Continued  on  page  29) 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

But  He  Explained — 

N.  H.  Brower,  Warners’  Los  Angeles 
manager,  also  on  the  injured  list.  Un- 
like Rich,  he  didn’t  mind  talking.  He 
slipped  while  getting  out  of  his  car  and 
broke  his  leg. 
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Eight  New  Leads 
For  Hollywood 

New  York — The  handsome  gents  strung 
all  over  this  page  made  their  first  pub- 
lished appearance  in  the  program  of  the 
Warner  Club  for  its  annual  shindig  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria. 

The  brain  wave  is  reputedly  traceable 
to  a home  office  artist  who  says  he  got 
tired  of  seeing  the  same  old  faces  every 
day.  So  he  concocted  these  new  ones  with 
the  aid  of  imagination  and  facile  pencil. 

The  gag  created  quite  a stir  not  only 
at  the  party  for  which  all  of  the  assembled 
Warner  conventioneers  attended  for  an 
evening  of  high  jinks,  but  sustained  the 
merriment  after  the  ball  was  over. 

Key:  They  are  all  well  known  in  the 
national  celluloid  picture.  Exhibitors 
alternately  (1)  like  them  and  (2)  hate 
their  guts. 

For  those  who  get  stymied,  wholly  or  in 
part,  Boxoffice  breaks  down  and  makes 
it  easier  by  furnishing  the  answers  on 
page  29. 


Number  3 


Number  1 


Number  4 


Number  S 


BOXOFnCE  ::  March  18,  1939 


23 


M-G-M  TO  DETERMINE  CLASSfflCATIONS  AS 
PRODUCT  IS  HNISHED;  SHORTS  ARE  SLASHED 


Hewing  to  Current  Line 
Of  Sales  Policy  for 
New  Season  Plans 

Chicago — M-G-M  is  to  continue  its  price 
classification  of  1939-40  product  as  each 
attraction  is  completed.  No  budgets  are 
to  be  established  for  individual  pictures, 
but  these  are  to  be  tentatively  set  as  each 
picture  goes  into  production  when  its  pos- 
sibilities will  be  appraised  and  its  place 
in  the  company's  sales  percentage  bracket 
tentatively  computed. 

No  pictures  are  to  be  pre-designated  as 
"A”  and  none  as  “B.”  Designations  are 
to  be  made  as  each  feature  is  finally  com- 
pleted and  its  boxoffice  possibilities 
weighed  by  the  sales  department  after 
best  runs.  Therefore,  in  this  respect, 
M-G-M  is  hewing  to  the  line  of  its  cur- 
rent sales  plan  formula. 

The  company  will  release  a minimum  of 
44  and  a maximum  of  52  features  next 
season,  as  well  as  85  reels  of  shorts.  The 
sales  convention,  which  got  under  way 
at  the  Palmer  House,  Sunday,  will  be  so 
informed  on  Tuesday  when  William  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager  who  is 
presiding,  divulges  the  lineup. 

The  short  subject  end  of  the  program 
represents  a slash  from  104  reels  to  the 
designated  85,  but  exclusive  of  the  usual 
104  issues  of  “News  of  the  Day.” 

The  conclave  has  been  tagged  “M-G-M’s 
15th  Birthday  Anniversary  Sales  Conven- 
tion.” 

In  addition  to  the  various  studio,  home 
office  and  exploitation  staffs  present, 
numbering  some  250,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Al- 
lied president;  Edward  L.  Kuykendall, 


For  the  Sales  Department — 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager  of  M-G-M.  He  will  conduct 
all  the  convention  sessions  and  out- 
line the  selling  formula  for  the  new 
season. 


Contract  Decision 
Up  Later 

New  York — Decision  whether  or  not 
M-G-M  will  include  various  clauses 
of  the  trade  practice  agreement  in  con- 
tracts for  next  season  will  not  be  made 
at  the  three-day  convention  now  un- 
der way  in  Chicago. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  general  sales 
manager,  will  wait  until  he  returns  to 
the  home  office  and  then  go  into  a 
huddle  with  J.  Robert  Rubin,  general 
counsel  for  M-G-M;  E.  M.  Saunders, 
western  sales  head,  and  Tom  J.  Con- 
nors, eastern  and  southern  chieftain. 

It  is  held  too  many  confusing  opin- 
ions might  crop  up  if  the  idea  is  dis- 
cussed in  convention  and  that  a topic 
of  such  importance  can  be  better 
threshed  out  by  a small  gathering  with- 
out confusing  any  of  the  angles  which 
should  be  considered. 

Rodgers  has  held  that  it  is  optional 
with  each  company  and  that  indi- 
vidually each  one  must  decide  for  it- 
self whether  it  wants  the  trade  prac- 
tice clauses  made  a part  of  exhibition 
agreements. 


MPTOA  president,  and  Harry  Brandt, 
president  of  the  ITOA  of  New  York,  who 
was  chosen  to  represent  seven  indepen- 
dent theatre  owner  organizations,  will  be 
present  to  deliver  addresses.  Presence  of 
the  three  exhibitor  leaders,  at  the  invita- 
tion of  Rodgers,  is  unprecedented  at  a 
national  distributor  convention.  Each  is 
expected  to  give  his  views  on  trade  prac- 
tices and  exhibitor  problems. 

Howard  Dietz,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity,  will  follow  the  announce- 
ment of  the  sales  policy  with  a new  pro- 
motional plan  for  the  coming  year.  He 
will  disclose  a $2,500,000  advertising  bud- 
get, Slightly  higher  than  ever  before,  and 
the  media  that  will  be  used  for  promo- 
tion efforts  designed  to  be  more  embrac- 
ing than  at  any  time  in  the  company’s 
history. 

Concluding  the  convention  there  will 
be  a banquet  Tuesday  evening. 

The  list  from  the  home  office  and 
studio  includes,  Rodgers,  Arthur  Loew, 
A1  Lichtman,  Thomas  J.  Connors,  Ed- 
ward M.  Saunders,  Joseph  Vogel,  Dietz, 
J.  A.  Gove,  Si  Seadler,  W.  R.  Ferguson, 
Howard  Strickling,  Frank  Whitbeck,  Bar- 
rett C.  Kiesling,  J.  S.  McLeod,  Alan  Cum- 
mings, William  D.  Kelly,  Edwin  A.  Aaron, 
Charles  F.  Deesen,  I.  Leonard  Hirsch, 
Harold  Postman,  Joel  Bezahler,  Irving 
Helfont,  M.  L.  Simons,  Arthur  Lacks,  Herb 
Morgan  and  Charles  J.  Sonin.  Samuel 
Eckman,  British  managing  director,  will 
also  attend,  as  will  a contingent  of  Cana- 
dian branch  managers. 

Seven  district  managers  are  on  deck. 
These  are  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Boston;  Ed- 


To  Release  Maximum  of 
52  and  Minimum  44; 

85  Reels  Shorts 

ward  K.  (Ted)  O’Shea,  New  York;  John 
J.  Maloney,  Pittsburgh;  John  E.  (Jack) 
Flynn,  Detroit;  Harris  P.  Wolf  berg,  Kan- 
sas City;  Charles  E.  Kessnich,  Atlanta,  and 
George  A.  (The  Sheriff)  Hickey,  Los 
Angeles. 

The  field  force  follows; 

Albany — Ralph  Pielow,  manager.  Sales- 
men: Arthur  Horn.  Herman  L.  Ripps  and 
Eugene  Vogel.  Exploiteer:  John  G.  Walsh. 

Atlanta — Roy  M.  Avey,  manager.  Sales- 
men: Ben  Butler,  Louis  C.  Ingram,  Joseph 
Markowitz  and  Charles  F.  McGuire.  Ex- 
ploiteer: James  F.  Thames. 

Boston- — John  P.  Byrne,  manager.  Sales- 
men: Benjamin  Bebchick,  Raymond  J. 
Curran,  Maurice  Goldstein,  J.  Edward 
Renick,  Harry  Rosenblatt  and  Harry  O. 
Worden.  Exploiteer:  Bert  McKenzie. 

Buffalo — Ralph  W.  Maw,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Abraham  T.  Harris,  Alex  W. 
Weissman  and  Emanuel  M.  Woronov.  Ex- 
ploiteer: Jack  Gilmore. 

Charlotte — Benn  Rosenwald,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Thomas  E.  Bailey  and  Ray- 
mond W.  Ervin.  Exploiteer:  A.  L.  Burks. 

Chicago — Walter  E.  Banford,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Frank  P.  Ishmael,  John  L.  Kel- 
ley, Joseph  J.  MacMahon,  Theodore  L. 
Mendelssohn  and  A.  Jack  Shumow.  Ex- 
ploiteers:  William  G.  Bishop  and  Norman 
Pyle. 

Cincinnati — ^Edwin  M.  Booth,  manager. 
Salesmen:  John  S.  Allen,  William  A.  Car- 

I Continued  on  page  26) 


For  the  Studio — 

Al  Lichtman,  assistant  to  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s  and 
M-G-M.  He  will  tell  the  convention 
about  present  and  coming  product  for 
1939-40. 
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DODCE  CITy 

APRIL  S ! 

FLYNN! 

Vt  HAVIllAND! 
AND  l,000's! 
TfCHNICOlOR! 

TERRIFIC ! ! ! 

WAR  N ERS ! 


At  Metro  Annual  Sales 
Meeting  in  Chicago 


(Continued  from  page  24) 
roll,  J.  Milton  Jacobs,  William  F.  LaSance 
and  Harry  J.  Sheeran.  Exploiteer:  John 
E.  Watson. 

Cleveland — Frank  D.  Drew,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Edwin  H.  Brauer,  Jack  Sogg 
and  Bryan  D.  Stoner.  Exploiteer:  Charles 
C.  Deardourff. 

Dallas — Leroy  Bickel,  manager.  Sales- 
men: Clyde  W.  Houston,  Charles  D.  Lyne, 
Roland  G.  Taylor  and  Louis  J.  Weber.  Ex- 
ploiteer: E.  B.  Coleman. 

Des  Moines — Dexter  C.  Alexander,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  George  A.  Baumeister, 
Gerald  A.  McGlynn  and  Ellis  N.  Shafton. 

Denver — Henry  A.  Friedel,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Robert  A.  Cain  and  Julian  H. 
King. 

Detroit — Frank  J.  Downey,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Howard  J.  Beck,  Floyd  W. 
Chrysler,  Timothy  J.  Cleary,  John  F.  Mor- 
gan and  Harold  Sandelman.  Exploiteer: 
Warren  A.  Slee, 

Indianapolis — Wade  W.  Willman,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Jerome  Adams,  Samuel  J. 
Gardner  and  Herbert  A.  Wagner.  Ex- 
ploiteer: Harold  H.  Marshall. 

Kansas  City — Frank  C.  Hensler,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Harold  Cohen,  Daniel  J. 
Foley,  Edward  W.  Green,  Joseph  W.  Ma- 
guire and  Truly  B.  Wildman.  Exploiteer: 
Claud  E.  Morris. 

Los  Angeles — Clayton  T.  Lynch,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  William  A.  Caliban,  Sam 
S.  Davis  and  Reuben  L.  Harris.  Exploiteer: 
James  Schiller. 

Memphis — J.  Frank  Willingham,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Maurice  L.  Basse  and 
Jack  C.  ReVille.  Exploiteer:  Todd  Fergu- 
son. 

Milwaukee — Sam  Shurman,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Edward  J.  Lipson,  David  E. 
Ross  and  Max  Schwartz.  Exploiteer:  Louis 
W.  Orlove. 

Minneapolis  — William  H.  Workman, 
manager.  Salesmen:  WUliam  P.  Cameron, 
Allen  S.  Clatworthy,  Louis  H.  Coen, 
Charles  R.  Stoflet  and  George  W.  Turner. 
Exploiteer:  Morris  Abrams. 

New  Haven — Thomas  J.  Donaldson, 
manager.  Salesmen:  Milton  Hyams  and 
Morton  L.  Katz. 

New  Jersey — David  A.  Levy,  manager. 


What  They’ll  Do 


Chicago — ^Here’s  the  official  program 
for  M-G-M’s  sales  convention  now  under 
way  at  the  Palmer  House: 

Monday,  9:30  A.  M. — Business  meet- 
ing in  Red  Lacquer  Room. 

1 P.  M. — Luncheon. 

2 P.  M. — Business  meeting  in  Red 
Lacquer  Room. 

7 P.  M. — Dinner. 

Evening — Delegates  to  theatres  and 
shows. 

Tuesday,  9:30  A.  M. — Business  meet- 
ing in  Red  Lacquer  Room. 

1 P.  M. — Luncheon. 

7:15  P.M. — Banquet  in  Ballroom. 

9 P.  M. — Floor  show. 

Wednesday — Departm-e,  except  for  those 
who  may  leave  late  Tuesday  evening  or 
who  may  be  held  over  for  private  con- 
ferences. 


Salesmen:  Benjamin  Abner  and  Louis 
Allerhand. 

New  Orleans — C.  J.  Briant,  manager. 
Salesmen:  “Cy”  Bridges  and  Gerard 
Hirsch. 

New  York — John  J.  Bowen,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Howard  M.  Levy  and  Harry  W. 
Miller.  Exploiteer:  Elliott  S.  Foreman. 

Oklahoma  City — ^William  B.  Zoellner, 
manager.  Salesmen:  James  N.  Byrd  and 
H.  Russell  Gaus. 

Omaha — ^Harry  A.  Shumow,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Charles  Lieb,  Carl  P.  Nedley 
and  Fred  C.  Thortsen.  Exploiteer:  H.  W. 
Lambert. 

Philadelphia — Robert  Lynch,  manager. 


Plan  Separate  Meetings 
For  Balance  of  Field 


Salesmen:  S.  E.  Applegate,  Frank  M. 
Jelenko,  Nicholas  P.  Lloyd,  Joseph  F. 
Morrow  and  Clarence  C.  Pippin.  Exploi- 
teer: James  N.  Ashcraft. 

Pittsburgh — Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Milton  Brauman,  Harry 
H.  Fendrick,  Saal  Gottlieb  and  Jack  B. 
Mundstuk.  Exploiteer:  Charles  Barron. 

Portland  — Louis  Amacher,  manager. 
Salesman:  Joseph  D.  Warren. 

Salt  Lake  City — Maurice  D.  Saffle, 
manager.  Salesmen:  Clarence  W.  Boulet, 
Carl  E.  Lind  and  David  T.  McElhinney. 
Exploiteer:  N.  Edward  Beck. 

San  Francisco — Ira  Furman,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Leland  S.  Hulling,  Edward  C. 
Mix  and  Sidney  Schuster.  Exploiteer: 
Ernest  Van  Pelt. 

Seattle — Langdon  C.  Wingham,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Mac  Rubenfeld  and  B. 
Wallace  Rucker.  Exploiteer:  WiUiam  L. 
Parker. 

St.  Louis — John  X.  Quinn,  manager. 
Salesmen:  Herbert  Bennin,  Robert  D.  Mc- 
Raven  and  George  F.  Reilly.  Exploiteer: 
Irving  A.  Waterstreet. 

Washington — Rudolph  Berger,  man- 
ager. Salesmen:  Phil  Bobys,  Harry  Cohen, 
Jacob  M.  Goldberg  and  Frank  J.  Scully. 
Exploiteer:  Carlton  Duffus. 

Canada  is  represented  by  these  branch 
managers  only: 

Calgary — Joseph  Myers. 

Montreal — Hillis  Coss. 

St.  John — Abe  Smith. 

Toronto — Gordon  Lightstone. 

Vancouver — Charles  Ramage. 

Winnipeg — ^Ted  J.  Gould. 


All  of  Them  Playing  Part  in  M-G-M  Sales  Convention — 

Upper  row,  left  to  right:  Thomas  J.  Connors,  eastern  and  Canadian  sales  manager;  Edward  M.  Saunders,  western  sales 
manager;  Arthur  M.  Loew,  vice-president  of  Loevfs,  Inc.,  in  charge  of  international  sales  and  distribution  and  of  Loew 
theatres  outside  the  United  States  and  Canada;  Joseph  Vogel,  In  charge  of  Loew  Theatres  outside  of  New  York  City.  Lower 
row  in  same  order:  Howard  Dietz,  director  of  advertising,  exploitation  and  publicity;  Si  F.  Seadler,  advertising  manager;  Wil- 
liam R.  Ferguson,  exploitation  manager;  Jay  A.  Gove,  in  charge  of  the  sales  development  department;  Alan  F.  Cummings,  in 
charge  of  branch  office  operation  throughout  the  United  States,  and  Edward  W.  Aaron,  assistant  to  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager. 
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SHOWMEN 

Here’s  your  campaign 
approach  to  that 
smartly  titled  comedy 
romance  . . ■ 

ZENOBIA 

Who  is  she?  Why,  the 
girl  who  inspired  Hal 
Roach’s  hilarious  hit 
. released  thru 


Metro  Nears  Mark 
On  Current  List 

Hollywood — Having  already  completed 
39  of  the  52  featm-es  it  announced  for 
making  on  the  1938-39  production-distri- 
bution schedule,  M-G-M’s  Culver  City  stu- 
dio is  in  a position  rmique  within  the  com- 
pany’s history  during  the  past  few  years, 
studio  attaches  declare,  in  that  the  plant 
will  be  able  to  coast  easily  to  completion 
of  its  quota  during  the  next  few  months. 
Heretofore  the  coming  of  spring  has  al- 
most invariably  signified  a concentrated 
production  boom  to  make  up  for  a lag- 
ging pace  dui’ing  the  fall  and  winter 
months. 

Five  features  are  currently  in  work  on 
the  lot,  and  another  pair  are  slotted  to 
start  before  the  end  of  the  month,  which 
will  bring  the  studio  within  six  pictures 
of  winding  up  its  production  chore  for 
the  season.  Now  filming  are  “Tarzan  in 
Exile,”  with  Johnny  Weissmuller  and  Mau- 
reen O’Sullivan:  “Maiden  Voyage,”  co- 
starring  Annabella  and  Robert  Young; 
“CaUing  Dr.  Kildare,”  second  of  the  Kil- 
dare series,  with  Lew  Ayres  and  Lionel 
Barrymore:  “One  Hundred  to  One,”  its 
cast  topped  by  Melvyn  Douglas;  and  “It’s 
a Wonderful  World,”  Claudette  Colbert 
and  James  Stewart  co-starred.  March  27 
starting  dates  have  been  affixed  to  “The 
Return  of  the  Thin  Man,”  in  which  Wil- 
liam Powell  will  don  greasepaint  after 
more  than  a year’s  absence,  and  “Babes 
in  Arms,”  the  Rodgers-Hart  musical, 
tabbed  for  Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Gar- 
land. 

In  the  cutting-rooms,  after  a record- 
length  shooting  schedule  of  nearly  four 
months,  is  “Tire  Wizard  of  Oz.”  Others 
completed  in  recent  weeks  include  “Pent- 
house” and  “Within  the  Law,”  both  re- 
makes of  early  talkers;  ‘“The  Kid  From 
Texas,”  featuring  Dennis  O’Keefe,  Wal- 
lace Beery’s  “Sergeant  Madden,  and 
“Lucky  Night,”  co-starring  Robert  Taylor 
and  Myma  Loy. 

Production  plans  for  late  spring  and 
summer  are  still  nebulous.  Shelved,  but 
due  to  be  dusted  off  for  completion,  is 
“I  Take  This  Woman,”  co-starring  Spen- 
cer Tracy  and  Hedy  Lamarr,  which  will 
be  placed  back  on  schedule  when  Tracy 
has  completed  his  loan-out  assignment  to 
20th  Century-Fox  for  “Stanley  and  Liv- 
ingstone.” Also  slated  to  roU  this  spring 
is  “Northwest  Passage,”  which  was  post- 
poned last  fall  because  of  inclement 
weather  on  location.  Coming  up  in  the 
indefinite  future  are  “The  Life  of  Thomas 
Edison,”  which  John  Considine  jr.  will 
produce;  “Dark  Dame,”  with  Virginia 
Gray;  and  “Balalaika,”  in  which  it  is 
planned  to  co-star  Nelson  Eddy  and  Miliza 
Korjus. 


Is  Eastern  Version 

New  York — The  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter”  version,  as  approved  by  the 
board  of  regents  of  the  state,  is  the  one 
which  Warner  is  distributing  throughout 
the  country.  Jack  L.  Warner  so  informs 
the  National  Legion  of  Decency. 


Leo  Says  — 


Chicago — Birthdays  hit  three  of  the  boys 
during  the  convention.  Clayton  Lynch, 
Los  Angeles  branch  manager;  Walter  Hay- 
ner.  Regal  sales  manager  from  Canada, 
and  Eddie  Renick,  Boston  salesman,  are 
the  lucky  ones. 

★ 

Newest  salesman  on  the  scene  is  How- 
ard J.  Beck  of  Detroit. 

★ 

Jerry  McGlynn,  Des  Moines  office  man- 
ager, was  due  for  a promotion  to  a sales 
post  a year  ago  last  Christmas.  But  be- 
fore the  official  designation  came  along 
he  slipped  and  broke  his  hip.  So  he  had 
to  wait  another  year  before  he  could  get 
the  job  on  the  road. 

* 

Frank  Ishmel,  veteran  Chicago  sales- 
man, is  one  of  those  proud  papas.  That’s 
because  son  Frank  jr.,  stationed  in  Wash- 
ington, is  one  of  the  top  men  in  charge 
of  concrete  construction  for  the  govern- 
ment. 

* 

E.  M.  Booth,  Cincinnati  branch  mana- 
ger, has  a strange,  if  not  varied,  back- 
ground for  this  sort  of  business.  He  has 
been  a professional  singer  with  the  Bee- 
thoven Opera  Co.,  as  well  as  a specialist 
in  the  produce  brokerage  business,  spe- 
cializing in  the  sale  of  bananas. 

★ 

Company  controlled  checking  systems  is 
presumably  a new  departure.  But  not  for 
Abe  Harris  of  Buffalo,  who  was  promoted 
from  a checker  to  salesman  10  years  ago. 

★ 

Joe  Morrow,  Philadelphia  salesman,  once 
worked  for  Universal  in  the  Philadelphia 
office.  In  1924,  by  orders  of  A1  Lichtman, 
he  was  fired.  He’s  still  wondering  why. 

* 

Leroy  Bickel,  Dallas  branch  manager, 
was  first  impressed  with  the  possibilities 
of  “moving  pictures”  while  running  a loco- 
motive in  the  L.  & M.,  out  of  Birmingham, 
in  1907.  He  opened  the  second  theatre  in 
Oklahoma  City  that  year.  In  1915,  he  went 
to  California  with  former  desperado  A1 
Jennings  and  exploited  his  pictiue,  “Beat- 
ing Back.” 

★ 

Harris  Wolf  berg,  Kansas  City  district 
manager,  imtil  two  years  ago  held  the 
Colorado  state  skiing  championship. 

* 

Alan  Cummings,  branch  office  opera- 
tions manager,  can,  with  pardonable  pride, 
point  to  a “job  well  done.”  These  are  the 
boys  who,  under  his  tutelage,  started  as 
students  and  have  come  through  to  the 
selling  field:  Howard  J.  Beck,  Detroic; 
Gerard  Hirsch,  New  Orleans;  Jerome 
Adams,  Indianapolis;  'Tim  Cleary,  Detroit; 
Joe  Maguire,  Kansas  City;  Frank  Jelenko, 
Philadelphia;  Jack  Mundstuk,  Pittsburgh; 
Bryan  Stoner,  Cleveland:  Joe  McMahon, 
Chicago:  Joe  Markowitz,  Atlanta,  and  Saal 
Gottlieb,  Pittsburgh. 

* 

Phil  Bobys,  Washington  salesman,  is  the 
sort  of  fellow  who  agrees  drinking  water 
should  prevent  one’s  getting  stiff  in  the 


Coast  Parlei]  Sets 
Paramount  Meet 

New  York — Paramount  will  not  decide 
its  convention  plans  until  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  Stanton  Griffis  and  NeU  F.  Agnew 
converge  on  the  coast  for  conferences  with 
studio  officials.  The  trio  is  expected  to 
leave  here  immediately  after  the  Jewish 
holidays,  or  April  13. 

Balaban  has  already  declared  the  1939- 
40  program  will  be  similar,  numerically, 
as  the  current  lineup.  The  matter  of 
budgets  and  production  gradings  will  come 
up  with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  William  Le- 
Baron  and  other  studio  executives. 

Prizes  in  the  company’s  current  Four 
Star  sales  and  biUings  drive  will  be  identi- 
cal with  those  of  last  year.  J.  J.  Unger, 
eastern,  southern  and  Canadian  division 
manager,  is  presently  on  tour  of  key  spots 
in  behalf  of  the  drive.  He  recently  re- 
turned from  a Miami  vacation,  and  made 
a number  of  short  hops  to  Washington, 
Philadelphia  and  New  England.  His 
present  itinerary  calls  for  visits  to  Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Albany,  Buf- 
falo and  Montreal. 

Six  More  Are  Promoted 
In  Metro  Field  Stall 

New  York — Promotions  for  six  more 
members  of  M-G-M’s  field  organization 
brings  the  total  to  33  since  January  1. 

Gerald  McGlynn,  office  manager,  has 
been  elevated  to  a sales  post  at  Des  Moines. 
Checking  Supervisor  Charles  R.  Stoflet  has 
been  made  a salesman  in  Minneapolis. 
Howard  Dunn,  former  booker,  succeeds 
McGlynn,  and  Prank  Gaskell,  also  a book- 
er, gets  Dunn’s  former  spot.  Sheldon  Shu- 
mow,  student  booker,  has  been  assigned 
to  Gaskell’s  desk.  Stoflet  has  been  suc- 
ceeded by  George  Deutz. 

Universal  in  Black  for 
The  Second  Quarter 

New  York  — For  the  second  financial 
quarter  in  sequence.  Universal  is  in  the 
black  with  a net  of  $157,990  for  the  13 
weeks  ending  January  28.  This  is  after 
all  charges,  but  before  providing  for  fed- 
eral income  taxes,  and  compares  with  a 
net  loss  of  $388,797  for  the  same  period 
ending  January  29,  1938.  The  current  net 
follows  a profit  of  $161,929  for  the  final 
quarter  of  the  corporation’s  fiscal  year. 


joints,  but  warns  that  some  joints  don’t 
serve  drinking  water. 

* 

Charlie  Lieb,  Omaha  salesman,  married 
Lillian  Koom  March  5 and  rushed  through 
a New  Orleans  honeymoon  to  be  on  time 
for  the  convention. 

* 

Frank  Drew,  Cleveland  branch  manager, 
and  cousin  of  Ethel,  Jack  and  Lionel  Bar- 
rymore, started  in  show  business  at  the 
age  of  16,  with  the  Buffalo  Bill  circus. 
To  round  out  a colorful  career,  he  was 
director  of  sales  in  the  British  Isles  for 
Pox. 
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Half  of  Vitaphone 
Lineup  in  Color 

(Continued  from  page  22) 
and  white  featuring  comedians  from  the 
regular  Warner  roster. 

Six  black  and  white  musicals  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Sax  with  top  names  from  stage, 
film,  radio  and  night  clubs.  One  will  be 
“Ice  Gaieties”  and  others  “Minstrel  Show,” 
“Hollywood  Doubles,”  one  starring  Hal  Le- 
Roy,  a Kiddie  Revue  and  an  all-girl  revue. 

The  one-reelers  divide  into  five  series: 

Twenty-six  Merrie  Melodies  in  color. 
A cartoon  series  which  Leon  Schlesinger 
will  produce. 

Sixteen  Looney  Tunes.  Cartoons  in 
black  and  white,  also  produced  by  Schles- 
inger. 

Ten  “Melody  Master”  bands.  Artie 
Shaw,  Larry  Clinton,  Eddie  de  Lange, 
Rubinoff,  Clyde  McCoy  and  the  Saturday 
Night  Swing  Club  will  be  used,  among 
others. 

Six  “Vitaphone  Varieties.”  This  group 
will  include  three  in  the  “Grouch  Club” 
series  with  Arthur  Byron  featured.  The 
others  include  “Poets  of  the  Organ”  with 
the  Jesse  Crawfords:  Radio  Rogues  of 
the  Broadway  musical,  “Hellzapoppin,”  and 
a novelty  with  Ed  Sullivan. 

Ten  “Color  Parades.”  Six  of  them  “Me- 
chanix  Illustrated”  to  be  nationally  pub- 
licized by  the  Fawcett  Publications.  The 
remaining  four  will  be  current  oddities 
from  material  gathered  by  the  Vitaphone 
“Roaming  Cameraman.” 

Warner  Debenture  Plan 
Termed  in  the  Bag 

New  York — The  Warner  debenture  plan 
is  “in  the  bag.”  Enough  of  the  outstand- 
ing issue  of  $29,000,000  which  mature  in 
September  have  been  purchased  or  cer- 


INFRINGEMENT 

NOTICE 

U.  S.  PATENT  No.  2059090 
CANADIAN  PATENT  No.  376789 
OTHERS  PENDING 

Napkin  Container  Advertising 

(Known  as  NAP  ADS) 

is  protected  by  the  above  named 
Patents. 

Any  infringement  of  these  patent 
rights  will  be  vigorously  prosecut- 
ed by  the  Patentee, 

VICTOR  CORNELIUS 

Eastland,  Texas 


The  Key 


The  peculiar  faces  on  page  23  belong  to 
these  Warner  men: 

1 —  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  general  sales 
manager. 

2 —  Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager, 
Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corp. 

3 —  Hal  B.  Wallis,  associate  executive  in 
charge  of  production. 

4 —  Carl  Leserman,  assistant  general 
sales  manager. 

5 —  Ben  Kalmenson,  western  divisional 
sales  manager. 

6 —  Roy  H.  Haines,  eastern  divisional 
sales  manager. 

7 —  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising, exploitation  and  publicity. 

8 —  Norman  H.  Moray,  short  subjects 
sales  manager. 


tificates  of  deposit  already  filed  to  as- 
sure the  refinancing. 

Behind  the  decision  of  the  board  to 
extend  deposit  rights  to  May  1 is  merely 
a desire  to  send  the  plan  as  overwhelm- 
ingly over  the  line  as  possible.  To  this 
end,  the  bank  credit  agreement  for  $6,000,- 
000  arranged  with  New  York  Trust  and 
Guaranty  Trust  of  this  city  and  Conti- 
nental Illinois  National  of  Chicago  may 
be  utilized  anyway.  The  credit  would  be 
used  to  retire  the  debentures  and  does 
not  bear  on  any  other  phase  of  the  War- 
ner business.  Company  officials  main- 
tain no  financing  for  any  other  purpose 
is  required. 


(Continued  from  page  12) 


not  in  many  directions  is  purely  a 
condition  of  its  own  making,  brought 
about  by  a decided  lack  of  firmness 
in  making  known  its  rights  and  its 
expectations. 

The  situation  today  in  Italy  may 
demonstrate  the  point  rather  quickly 
now.  There,  American  distributors 
have  pulled  out  to  a man.  The  Ital- 
ian exhibitor  is  yelling  his  head  off. 
Out  of  that  may  come  a victory  for 
the  American  industry  on  terms  par- 
tially, at  least,  of  its  own  writing. 

Exploit  “Union  Paciiic" 
With  Historic  Train 

Hollywood — About  50  towns,  including 
30  or  more  key  cities,  will  be  visited  by 
an  historic  Union  Pacific  train  that  leaves 
here  April  24  to  exploit  the  film  of  the 
same  name. 

Most  stops  call  special  pre-release  show- 
ings. The  train,  which  is  due  back  here 
May  18,  will  be  equipped  in  the  manner 
of  a traveling  museum  of  historical  relics. 
World  premiere  is  set  for  Omaha  on  April 
28,  with  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Barbara  Stan- 
wyck, Joel  McCrea  and  others  of  the  cast 
on  hand. 


and  Andrew  Jackson. 


AMERICA - FIRST,  LAST- ALWAYS! 


made  a shambles 


“The  enemy  has  mao 

« The  Federal  govern 
oi  the  east.  The  re 


Len.K«nea.oPh«aae.pH.Ou. 

only  hope  hes  the 


* MAN  OF  CONQUEST  * 

RICHARD  DIX  • Gail  Patrick  • Joan  Fontaine 

Edward  Ellis  • Cast  of  thousands!  • A Republic  Picture 
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BAR 


A COMPUTATION  OF  WHAT  THE  PICTURES  DID  IN 
THEIR  FIRST  RUNS  IN  PRINCIPAL  CENTERS  AS  COM- 
PILED FROM  THE  WEEKLY  REPORTS  IN  BOXOPHCE. 


NUMBER  OF  RUNS  FOLLOWS  INITIALS  OF  DISTRIBU- 
TORS. PICTURES  WITH  LESS  THAN  5 RUNS  NOT  LIST- 
ED. AVERAGE  THEATRE  GROSS  FIGURED  AT  100%. 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 10 

Beachcomber,  The  (Para) 11 

Burn  'Em  Up  O'Connor 

(M-G-M)  10 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  B 

Devil's  Island  (WB) 9 

Disbarred  (Para)  8 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA) 6 

Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)....  6 

Going  Places  (WB) 5 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO) 9 

Gunga  Din  (RKO) 25 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  16 

Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M) 6 

Idiot's  Delight  (M-G-M) 25 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox) 12 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB)....  9 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 9 

Mr.  Moto's  Last  Warning 

(20th-Fox)  6 


150 


150 


PERCENTAGES  75  90  100  110  125  140 


Pacific  Liner  (RKO) 6 

Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  6 ■■■■■■■! 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 7 


There's  That  Woman  Again 
(Col)  5 

They  Made  Me  a Criminal 
(WB)  19 

Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) 5 

Topper  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 9 

Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown 
(FN)  5 

Trade  Winds  (UA) 11 

While  New  York  Sleeps 

(20th-Fox)  5 

Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 15 


St.  Louis  Blues  (Para) 15 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col). ...15 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 10 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade 


(Col)  6 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox) 13 


Off  the  Record  (WB) 12 


Zaza  (Para) 


5 


CITIES  FROM  WHICH 

AVERAGES 

WERE  COMPUTED:  With 

comparative  figures  indicating  the 

percentage 

of  average  business  (100 

pex 

cent)  achieved  by  individual  cities 

as  compiled  from  the  first 

run 

records  of  each. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pet. 

City 

Pel. 

Boston  

115 

Detroit  

.110 

New  Haven  . 

....120 

Pittsburgh  

105 

Charlotte 

.95 

Indianapolis 

..  90 

New  Orleans  

....  95 

Portland,  Ore.  

.115 

Chicago  

. 90 

Kansas  City  . 

110 

New  York  

...110 

Providence  

.105 

Cincinnati  

125 

....  90 

Salt  Lake  City 

105 

Cleveland  

85 

Los  Angeles  

.130 

Oklahoma  City  

Dallas  . 

110 

Milwaukee  ..  

.110 

Omaha  

...145 

Seattle 

100 

Denver 

110 

Minneapolis  

..105 

Philadelphia  

.100 

Washington,  D.  C. 

. 95 
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New  Defendants'  Bid 
Brings  Questions 


George  and  Spyros  Greet  Charlie— 

Fox  West  Coast’s  divisional  manager  returns  from  Europe.  He’s  on  the  ex- 
treme right.  The  others,  left  to  right,  are:  Brother  George,  Charlie's  daugh- 
ter Marjorie;  Mrs,  George  Skouras  and  Spyros. 


New  York  — Proposal  by  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  that  four  UA  defendants 
named  in  the  government  suit  be  substi- 
tuted by  new  executives  will  be  returned 
for  further  clarification,  Boxoffice  learns. 

The  four  originally  named  are  Douglas 
Fairbanks,  Mary  Pickford,  Charles  Chap- 
lin and  Samuel  Goldwyn.  Each  of  them 
has  either  become  inactive  before  the 
governments  petition  brought  them  into 
the  action,  or  have  technically  vacated 
their  positions  on  the  board.  The  depart- 
ment, after  UA  attorneys  requested  these 
names  be  replaced  with  active  officials, 
proposed  Charles  Schwartz,  Emanuel  Sil- 
verstone,  James  Roosevelt  and  Theodore 
Caruso. 

Now  UA  attorneys  say  the  proposed  new 
names  do  not  carry  an  agreement  that  the 
original  defendants  will  not  be  prosecuted. 
This  is  the  angle  they  want  cleared  up. 

The  department  is  also  expected  to 
adopt  similar  procedure  in  suggesting  new 
defendants  in  cases  where  executives 
originally  named  for  RKO,  Universal, 
Loew’s  and  Paramount  are  no  longer  with 
these  companies. 

A technicality  may  decide  the  extent  to 
which  the  government  may  examine  Ed- 
ward C.  Raftery,  UA  secretary,  and  Harry 
J.  Muller,  treasurer,  before  W.  G.  Briggs, 
notary  public,  March  21.  As  soon  as  the 
order  for  this  is  signed  by  Federal  Judge 
Bondy  and  its  contents  noted,  UA  attor- 
neys may  move  to  limit  the  examinations. 


Believes  Tax  Law  Revamp 
Will  Be  Held  a Year 

Washington  — General  revision  of  the 
tax  laws  will  be  postponed  until  next  year 
at  least,  it  is  believed  by  Speaker  of  the 
House  Bankhead. 

Foreseeing  only  continuation  of  the  ad- 
mission and  other  nuisance  taxes  which 
are  slated  to  expire  by  limitation  this 
year,  as  the  only  revenue  legislation  of 
the  session.  Speaker  Bankhead  said  that 
even  repeal  of  the  undistributed  profits 
tax  in  favor  of  a flat  levy  on  corporations 
was  not  expected  to  be  undertaken. 

The  Speaker  made  it  clear  that  he  was 
expressing  only  his  own  views,  avoiding 
“going  out  on  a limb”  in  the  event  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  changes  his  mind  regard- 
ing new  taxes.  However,  he  indicated, 
barring  such  a demand  from  the  White 
House,  Congress  will  not  undertake  to 
enact  any  new  revenue  legislation  this 
session. 

Discussing  the  corporation  tax  situa- 
tion, Bankhead  declared  that  the  present 
undistributed  profits  tax  is  far  less  bur- 
densome upon  small  companies  than  would 
be  a return  to  a flat  rate  at  “18  to  20 
per  cent.” 


Loew  Sets  Dividend 
New  York — The  regular  quarterly  pre- 
ferred dividend  of  $1,621/2  is  scheduled  to 
be  declared  by  Loew’s  at  the  April  5 board 
meeting.  It  will  be  payable  May  15. 


Follow  Cleveland 
Grievance  Lead 

Buffalo — The  local  Allied  unit,  at  a 
meeting  here,  authorized  its  grievance 
committee  to  prepare  a zoning  plan  simi- 
lar to  that  in  Cleveland  as  a means  of  re- 
lieving allegedly  harsh  clearance.  Upon 
completion  of  the  plan,  it  will  be  submitted 
to  state  headquarters  in  New  York  for  pre- 
sentation to  major  circuit  heads  and  dis- 
tributors. 

As  described  to  members,  the  Cleveland 
plan  makes  it  possible  for  independent,  as 
well  as  affiliated  subsequent  runs,  to  play 
pictures  35  days  after  the  last  playdate  of 
the  downtown  first  run.  Warner,  RKO 
and  Loew’s  are  the  dominant  first  runs  in 
Cleveland.  Locally,  the  contention  is  that 
subsequent  runs  are  compelled  to  wait  up 
to  160  days  for  pictures. 

Members  representing  70  theatres  in  this 
area  heard  a report  by  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
executive  secretary,  on  legislation  confront- 
ing the  industry.  Kelly  urged  members  to 
contact  senators  to  oppose  the  proposed 
bills. 

A print  shortage  is  being  investigated  by 
the  grievance  committee.  This  report  will 
also  go  to  headquarters  for  follow-up  with 
the  proper  interests. 

The  unit’s  next  meeting  is  April  10. 


Up  in  Syracuse,  Too 

Syracuse  — Clearance  and  legislative 
topics  will  highlight  the  next  meeting  of 
the  local  Allied  unit  here,  March  23.  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary,  will 
come  on  from  New  York. 

Empire  State  M.  P.  Union 
To  Appeal  Contempt  Fine 

New  York — An  appeal  from  the  con- 
tempt order  of  Judge  Aaron  J.  Levy  fin- 
ing Empire  State  M.  P.  Operators’  Union 
$71,250  for  expelling  Joseph  L.  Kimmel, 
union  member,  will  be  taken  next  week, 
according  to  Michael  F.  Longo,  Empire’s 
attorney. 

Judge  Levy  upheld  the  report  of  John 
Ford,  official  referee,  which  contended 
Kimmel  was  discharged  from  the  Marbel 
Hill  in  violation  of  an  injunction  obtained 
by  Kimmel. 


Foresees  Universal 
Business  Increase 

New  York — Based  on  reports  for  the 
first  four  months  of  the  current  fiscal 
year  and  films  completed  and  ready  for 
release.  Universal’s  business  volume  will 
be  increased,  J.  Cheever  Cowdin,  chair- 
man of  the  board,  states.  He  points  out 
that,  as  a result  of  changes  in  the  past 
year,  the  company  has  been  operating  at  a 
profit  for  the  past  six  months  and  the 
outlook  for  the  next  few  months  is 
promising. 

Bryn  Mawr  Group  Asks 
"Discrimination"  Cease 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. — The  Bryn  Mawr  Busi- 
ness Ass’n  has  appealed  to  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  to  order  operators  of  the 
Ardmore  and  producers  and  distributors 
associated  with  them  to  “cease  and  desist” 
alleged  discrimination  against  the  Seville. 
Warner  operates  the  Ardmore,  while  the 
Seville  is  owned  by  Harry  Fried,  who  also 
runs  the  Suburban  and  Anthony  Wayne. 

Copies  of  a resolution  have  been  sent  to 
Washington.  The  action  grew  out  of  a 
suit  recently  instituted  by  Fried  against 
the  major  distributors,  charging  con- 
spiracy in  restraint  of  trade  in  that  de- 
fendants are  discriminating  against  the 
Seville. 

This  charge  is  purported  to  have  been 
borne  out  by  a committee  of  the  business 
association,  which  is  said  to  have  found 
existence  of  “discrimination;”  that  the  re- 
sult was  detrimental  to  the  community 
because  it  affected  Bryn  Mawr’s  cultural 
advantages. 

Fried  won  the  first  round  of  his  court 
battle  when  defendants  were  denied  a bill 
of  particulars. 


Stephen  H.  Eller  Rites 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
in  Milwaukee  late  this  week  for  Stephen 
H.  Eller,  H.  E.  R.  Laboratories  executive, 
who  succumbed  to  a long  illness.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  Joziena,  a brother, 
George,  and  a sister.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  H.  E.  R. 
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Unite  to  Fight  Laws 
Harmful  to  Trade 

New  York — The  New  York  state  Allied 
unit  and  the  Independent  Theatre  Owners 
Ass’n  of  New  York  City  are  joining  hands 
in  fighting  inimicable  legislation  in  Al- 
bany, where  about  12  bills  impend,  six  of 
them  viewed  as  serious. 

Plans  for  the  cooperative  action  were 
made  at  an  Allied  meeting  here  attended 
by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  of  Dallas,  president  of 
the  national  organization.  Cole  spoke 
for  two  hours  outlining  the  history  and 
growth  of  the  association.  He  left  for 
Washington  over  the  weekend,  thence  will 
go  to  Chicago  to  address  the  Metro  sales 
convention. 

New  York  Allied  has  set  its  first  state 
convention  for  May  23-25  at  the  Hotel 
Astor  here,  when  it  expects  to  raise 
$15,000. 

Harry  G.  Kosch,  organization  attorney, 
was  instructed  to  take  action  against  the 
distributors  in  connection  with  the  Malone 
situation  where  Michael  Boumansour  of 
the  Plaza  Theatre  is  protesting  clearance 
granted  the  Schine  circuit. 


Louis  B,  Mayer  111 

Hollywood — Scheduled  to  lead  a Metro 
delegation  to  San  Francisco  for  the  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  luncheon  sponsored  there 
by  the  Islam  Temple  and  Shrine  Club, 
Louis  B.  Mayer  was  forced  by  illness  to 
an  eleventh-hour  cancellation. 


•—Photo  by  Cosmo-Slleo 

"Hitch"  Here  Again — 

The  noted  British  director  arrives,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife.  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock is  here  en  route  to  Hollywood  to 
direct  ‘‘Rebecca’’  for  Selznick  Interna- 
tional. His  last  assignment  in  London 
was  “Jamaica  Inn”  with  Charles 
Laughton.  Paramount  distributes  here. 


Legion  Classes  332  of 
535  Unobjectionable 

New  York — Of  the  535  features  reviewed 
and  rated  by  the  Legion  of  Decency  from 
November,  1937  to  November,  1938  by  the 
Legion  of  Decency,  332  fell  into  the  Class 
A division,  or  unobjectionable  for  general 
patronage,  and  five  were  condemned  in 
their  entirety. 

Unobjectionable  for  adults — Section  II, 
Class  A were  164.  Found  to  be  objection- 
able in  part — Class  B — were  32.  “Separate- 
ly classified”  were  “The  Birth  of  a Baby” 
and  “Blockade.”  By  percentage  calcula- 
tions, 62  per  cent  were  found  unobjection- 
able for  general  patronage,  31  per  cent  un- 
objectionable for  adults,  six  per  cent  ob- 
jectionable in  part  and  only  one  per  cent 
condemned. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  ended  with  five 
in  the  objectionable-in-part  division.  Uni- 
versal four.  First  National  and  Paramount 
three  each,  M-G-M,  Republic,  RKO  and 
Warner  two  each  and  the  following  a 
singleton  apiece:  Columbia,  UA,  Kendis, 
Aspa,  Carola,  EZET,  Jean  Benoit-Levy, 
Mayer-Burstyn  and  Lenauer  International. 

Condemned  were  “Assassin  of  Youth,” 
“Club  de  Femmes,”  “It’s  All  in  the  Mind,” 
“Lie  of  Nina  Petrovna,”  “Marriage  For- 
bidden,” and  “Race  Suicide.” 

Final  Plans  Pushed  for 
'Dodge  City'  Premiere 

Hollywood — S.  Charles  Einfeld,  director 
of  Warner  advertising,  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation, arrives  from  New  York  Mon- 
day to  whip  final  plans  into  shape  for  a 
special  train  out  of  here  for  the  premiere 
of  “Dodge  City”  at  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  on 
April  1.  A holiday  has  been  declared  in 
that  city,  hard  by  the  Colorado  line  and 
between  50,000  and  75,000  visitors  are  ex- 
pected for  the  event.  The  entire  affair 
is  expected  to  be  broadcast  over  a nation- 
wide radio  hookup. 

Hal  B.  Wallis,  associate  Warner  execu- 
tive in  charge  of  production,  will  take 
personal  charge  of  the  expedition  from  this 
end.  There  is  talk  about  mustering  50 
Hollywood  names  for  the  junket,  but  al- 
ready definitely  set  to  go  are  Errol  Flynn 
and  Olivia  de  Havilland  who  play  the 
leads  in  the  film,  and  Bruce  Cabot,  Ann 
Sheridan,  Frank  McHugh,  Victor  Jory  and 
“Big  Boy”  Williams,  all  of  them  in  the 
picture.  Marlene  Dietrich  may  be  an- 
other. 


New  York  — Warner  is  figuring  on  a 
couple  of  special  cars  to  convey  New  York 
and  Chicago  reviewers  and  newspapermen 
to  the  opening  of  “Dodge  City”  in  the  city 
by  that  name  on  April  1.  The  group  will 
leave  here  on  the  afternoon  of  March  30 
and  return  to  New  York  on  the  afternoon 
of  Monday,  April  3.  The  train  will  serve 
as  hotel  all  the  way. 


Charter  Norfolk  Firm 

Richmond,  Va. — Lenox  Corp.  of  Norfolk, 
Va.,  with  maximum  capital  of  $50,000, 
has  been  chartered  by  the  Virginia  cor- 
poration commission  to  do  a theatrical 
business.  Kopeland  Ornoff,  of  Norfolk,  is 
president. 


Goetz  West  Soon  on 
A Deal  With  RKO 


New  York — Harry  M.  Goetz,  partner 
with  Gordon  in  Max  Gordon  Plays  and 
Pictures  Corp.,  will  go  to  Hollywood  soon 
when  final  details  for  the  purchase  of 
film  rights  to  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois” 
and  “The  American  Way”  are  set. 

These  two  Broadway  stage  hits  are  the 
first  two  of  four  the  company  will  make 
for  RKO  on  a two-year  deal  whereby  the 
company  and  RKO  will  split  financing 
costs.  The  firm  also  gets  the  right  to  dis- 
tribute others  via  RKO  after  these  four 
if  the  deal  finances  itself. 


Writers  Set  Meeting  for 
Producer  Pact  Study 

Hollywood — Determination  on  accept- 
ability of  the  Screen  Writers  Guild-pro- 
ducer contract  in  its  present  form  will  be 
the  subject  of  an  SWG  membership  meet- 
ing scheduled  for  March  22.  If  the  pact 
is  rejected,  the  hearing  before  the  national 
labor  relations  board  will  resume  the  fol- 
lowing day. 


Paralysis  Fund  Up 

Los  Angeles — A total  of  $126,504  was 
raised  in  southern  California  in  connec- 
tion with  the  infantile  paralysis  cam- 
paign, according  to  the  report  filed  by 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  California  chairman. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Back  in  London  Now — 


Her  mother’s  illness  hurried  Flora 
Robson  back  to  England.  Before  leav- 
ing Hollywood,  however,  she  finished 
her  first  film  part  in  this  country  as 
one  of  the  cast  of  “Wuthering  Heights” 
which  Samuel  Goldwyn  made  for  UA 
release. 
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$10,000  to  Refugees 
From  Art  Contest 

New  York — Over  $10,000  goes  to  the 
German  refugee  relief  fund  agencies 
through  the  art  contest  conducted  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Art  Fund,  for  which  final 
awards  were  made  Thursday  at  the  AMPA 
luncheon. 

The  art  was  contributed  by  well-known 
artists  and  over  100,000  tickets  were  sold 
throughout  the  country.  The  Paramount 
studio  alone  bought  $1,000  worth  and 
grabbed  nine  awards.  Walter  Wanger  also 
was  a winner. 

Grainger  West  to  Set 
Convention  Plans 

New  York — James  R.  Grainger,  Repub- 
lic president,  was  expected  from  Holly- 
wood over  the  weekend  to  set  details  for 
four  regional  sales  meetings,  at  which  the 
company’s  revised  new  season  program  of 
54  pictures  will  be  discussed.  He  was  due 
for  stopovers  in  Dallas  and  St.  Louis. 

The  sessions  are  set  for  Houston,  April 
7-8;  Chicago,  April  11-12;  New  York,  April 
18-19,  and  San  Francisco,  April  27-28. 

The  new  program,  with  a budget  tilt  of 
$1,000,000,  calls  for  four  “Anniversary 
Specials”  at  $750,000  each;  six  de  luxe 
“Jubilee  Specials;”  16  “Jubilee”  produc- 
tions; eight  Gene  Autrys,  eight  Roy  Rogers 
and  eight  “Three  Mesquiteers”  westerns; 
and  four  serials.  The  low-budget  group, 
known  as  “Showmen’s  Pictures,”  which 
have  been  part  of  the  studio’s  program  for 
the  past  four  years,  has  been  eliminated. 

The  entire  southern  sales  staff  arrives 
in  Houston  April  6 to  attend  the  world 
premiere  of  “Man  of  Conquest.” 


Republic  s New  Season 
Budget  Up  $L000M0 

Hollywood— Republic’s  1939-40  produc- 
tion budget  has  been  tilted  more  than  $1,- 
000,000  and  the  lower  cost  pictures  which 
have  been  a part  of  the  studio’s  program 
for  the  past  four  years  will  be  abandoned, 
according  to  an  announcement  by  Herbert 
Yates,  chairman  of  the  board,  who  was 
here  for  conferences  with  M.  J.  Siegel, 
studio  head,  and  James  R.  Grainger,  gen- 
eral sales  manager. 

Grand  Jury  Denies  Cash 
Game  Indictment  Plea 

New  York — The  grand  jury  Friday  re- 
fused to  indict  in  the  Jewell  Theatre  lot- 
tery case,  thus  dismissing  action  which 
many  here  thought  had  a significant  bear- 
ing on  chance  games  throughout  the 
greater  city  area. 

Max  Cohen,  president  of  New  York  Al- 
lied, credits  the  victory  directly  to  Harry 
G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  the  unit. 


Gain  Para.  Extension 

New  York — Paramount  attorneys  have 
been  granted  an  extension  to  April  3 for 
filing  replies  to  minority  stockholders’  suit. 


Ross  Moved  Him  Up — 

J.  A.  Kraker,  Ross  Federal  branch 
manager,  who  now  is  a district  man- 
ager handling  Baltimore,  Washington 
and  Philadelphia.  He  joined  that  or- 
ganization in  1930  in  the  middle  west. 
Five  years  ago,  he  assumed  charge  in 
Philadelphia. 

Counter  Claim  for 
Wendel-Loew  Suit 

New  York — Suit  has  been  filed  in  the 
supreme  court  against  Loew’s  by  the  Wen- 
del  Estate  claiming  $44,692.18  due  as  fur- 
ther rent  from  the  Capitol  as  measured  by 
income  taxes  on  rent  under  the  lease. 
Loew’s,  in  return,  has  filed  a counter  claim 
for  $33,700,  which,  it  is  claimed,  was  paid 
erroneously  to  the  estate. 

Loew’s  contention  is  that  after  Ella  V. 
Von  Wendel,  last  of  the  Wendels,  died  the 
estate  under  the  will  was  bequeathed  to  14 
different  charities.  The  Capitol  land  came 
into  that  category  and  since  charitable  in- 
stitutions do  not  pay  taxes,  Loew’s  claim 
$33,700  was  paid  to  the  estate  on  untaxable 
property. 


Directors  Not  Served 
In  Wilmington  Suit 

New  York — Although  the  suit  has  been 
filed  against  Loew  directors,  none  of  the 
men  have  been  served  in  the  Wilmington 
stockliolders’  action  filed  by  Arnold  Her- 
mann. However,  the  company,  as  a unit, 
has  been  served. 

The  prime  issues  in  the  complaint,  it  is 
learned,  are  covered  in  the  findings  by 
Emil  K.  Ellis,  attorney  for  the  recent  mi- 
nority stockholders’  suit.  Former  Judge 
Joseph  M.  Proskauer  represents  Loew’s. 
Supreme  Court  Justice  Valente  is  expected 
to  hand  down  a decision  momentarily. 

It  also  is  learned  the  decision  of  Judge 
Valente  will  act  as  a bar  in  the  Hermann 
suit  and  other  suits  pending  in  Wilming- 
ton. 


800  at  ITOA  Ball 

New  York — ^More  than  800  people 
jammed  the  As  tor  Hotel  ballroom  Satur- 
day night  for  the  sixth  annual  ITOA  ball. 


Bondg  Will  Approve 
RKO  Revamp  Plan 

New  York — Following  a brief  court  ses- 
sion dui’ing  which  Raymond  Bill  was  pro- 
posed by  RKO  reorganization  proponents 
for  the  new  directorate.  Federal  Judge 
William  O.  Bondy  declared  he  would  an- 
nounce approval  of  the  plan  shortly. 

Two  days’  publication  of  the  opinion 
confirming  the  reorganization  must  be  al- 
lowed before  Judge  Bondy  can  entertain 
a formal  order  calling  for  his  signature. 

The  next  hearing  has  been  set  for 
April  11. 


Court  Sets  Liabilities 
Of  Loew's  Oiiicials 

New  York — After  studying  voluminous 
findings  submitted  by  counsel.  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Valente  decided  that  the  lia- 
bilities of  Loew  officials  as  a result  of  the 
minority  stockholders’  suit  will  be  fixed  as 
follows: 

Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  $69,447;  David 
Bernstein,  $41,668;  Louis  B.  Mayer,  $167,- 
195;  J.  Robert  Rubin,  $112,505;  Arthur  M. 
Loew,  $14,754;  Irving  Thalberg  Estate, 
$136,985. 

Gross  to  Universal  as 
Production  Executive 

New  York — Jack  Gross,  RKO  circuit 
coast  district  manager,  joins  Universal  on 
April  1 as  business  manager  of  outdoor, 
serial  and  western  features.  He  will  be 
succeeded  by  Charles  Koerner,  New  Eng- 
land RKO  district  head. 

Directors  of  Universal  meet  on  Monday 
to  re-elect  officers. 

Leo  Spitz,  RKO  counsel,  who  attended 
home  office  meetings  over  the  weekend,  is 
slated  to  return  to  Miami  shortly. 


Another  Years  Lease  on 
Astor  Goes  to  Loew's 

New  York — Loew’s  has  taken  another 
year’s  lease  on  the  Astor.  The  new  agree- 
ment expires  April  30,  1940.  Universal  will 
take  over  the  house  for  “The  Mikado,” 
which  follows  “Pygmalion,”  and  operate 
under  the  same  popular  priced  policy.  Pre- 
viously, Universal  had  planned  to  two-a- 
day  the  English  fUm  based  on  the  Gilbert 
& Sullivan  operetta. 


Detail  Completed,  Quiz 
Headquarters  Closed 

New  York  — MPAYBE  headquarters  in 
the  RKO  Building  have  folded,  now  that 
detail  trailing  the  Movie  Quiz  awards  has 
been  cleaned  up. 

Harold  B.  Franklin,  administrator  of  the 
drive,  is  remaining  in  New  York  temporar- 
ily, but  expects  to  return  to  the  coast 
shortly. 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  18,  1939 


33 


BKOAIOWAY 


QHARLES  SKOURAS,  Arch  Bowles  and 
Dave  Bershon  left  for  the  coast  Fi’iday. 
Mike  Rosenberg,  who  left  for  Chicago  two 
days  ahead,  continued  on  to  Los  Angeles 
with  the  group  from  the  Windy  City,  Inci- 
dentally Peggy  O'Neil,  Bowles’  wife,  is 
the  producer  of  stage  shows  at  the  RKO 
Golden  Gate  in  San  Francisco,  She  ac- 
companied her  husband  west  , , , Reports 
persist  M-G-M  will  sign  Brenda  Frazier, 
socialite,  to  an  acti-ng  contract  . . . James 
Corner,  who  appeared  in  the  stage  version 
of  “What  a Life,”  is  now  at  the  Paramount 
studios  to  re-create  the  role  on  film. 

Herman  Robbins  is  back  from  a well 
spent  vacation  on  the  Jack  and  Jill  in 
southern  waters  . . . Sidney  Phillips, 
M-G-M  story  head  in  the  east,  went  to 
Boston  over  the  weekend  to  catch  a play 
and  got  caught  in  a nice  beautiful  bliz- 
zard, to  boot  . . . Samuel  S.  Kestenbaum 
is  now  managing  the  Gramercy  Park 
Cinema  and  doing  a good  job  at  it  . . . 
Eddie  Carrier  and  Billy  Ferguson  led  the 
vanguard  of  M-G-M -ites  to  Chicago  by 
clearing  out  of  the  home  office  on  Wednes- 
day . . . Baron  Carl  von  Ripper  was  the 
principal  speaker  at  the  Ampa.  Thursday, 
at  the  usual  meeting  grounds  in  the  Astor 
Hotel  . . . Leopold  Friedmari  is  still  trying 
to  figure  out  a way  to  leave  the  city  for  a 
few  weeks  on  vacation  . . . R.  Sutton 
Dawes  of  20th-Fox  is  due  from  England  on 
the  Queen  Mary,  March  23.  John  W. 
Hicks  and  A.  W.  Kelly  are  on  the  same 
liner. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Palavers  and  Plays — 

Pandro  Berman,  production  head  for 
RKO,  m Hew  York  for  home  office 
talks  about  current  and  next  season’s 
product  and,  of  course,  to  see  plays. 
These  include  “Abe  Lincoln  in  Illi- 
nois” and  “The  American  Way”  both 
of  which  will  be  made  for  RKO  by 
Harry  M.  Goetz  and  Max  Gordon. 


Ed  Mantell  has  joined  Moe  Goldman 
for  the  production  of  two  Jewish  talkers. 
They  are  thinking  of  making  the  duo  in 
Poland  on  the  theory  production  costs 
are  35  to  40  per  cent  cheaper  there,  be- 
lieve it  or  not.  For  a time,  Mantell,  who 
operates  a few  Bronx  theatres  with  Abe 
Leff,  has  been  considering  going  in  with 
Leff,  who  is  also  production-minded,  but 
the  plan  didn’t  jell  . . . Which,  by  the  by, 
reminds  that  Joseph  Rosenblum,  Man- 
tell’s  son-in-law,  and  William  Nathan- 
son,  have  bought  out  Left’s  interest  in 
the  Art,  Bronx  . . . Charles  Moses  is  sun- 
ning himself  in  Miami,  which  is  a usual 
March  event  with  the  local  exhibitor. 

Emanuel  Eisenberg  is  due  to  say  good- 
bye to  Miami  shores  any  day  to  return  to 
the  legal  sanctums  at  Loew  headquarters 
. . . Charlie  Moskowitz  is  giving  serious 
thought  to  visiting  Hollywood,  Fla.,  the 
end  of  the  month  . . . Henderson  M. 
Richey  is  now  ensconced  in  a palatial 
hojne  at  Larchmont,  three  blocks  from 
Spyros  Skouras’  estate,  and  is  inviting  all 
his  friends  for  weekend  visits  . . . Sid 
Samuelson  and  the  niissus  are  wearing 
themselves  down  thinking  about  that  trip 
to  Miami  and  which  is  put  off  week  to 
loeek  because  of  one  thing  or  another. 

Harry  Shaw  spent  a few  days  at  the 
Loew  home  office  before  sailing  on  the 
Nerissa  for  a 19-day  cruise  to  the  Virgin 
Islands  . . . Joe  Vogel,  Ted  O’Shea  and 
Tom  Connors  returned  early  in  the  week 
tanned  sufficiently  to  appear  as  a Hawai- 
ian trio  without  strumming  guitars.  Bob 
O’Donnell,  who  started  with  the  Loew-ites 
on  the  Jamaica,  Kingston,  trip,  didn’t  re- 
turn to  New  York,  but  headed  straight  for 
Dallas  from  the  south.  The  quartet  was 
gone  exactly  three  weeks  and  three  days. 

Martin  Moskowitz  and  Clarence  Hill, 
both  20th-Fox-ites,  cracked  up  their  fen- 
ders over  the  weekend  . . . Stanley  Mayer, 
branch  manager  for  20th-Fox  in  Des 
Moines,  is  looking  over  the  sites  and  plays 
on  Broadway,  which  he  calls  vacation 
stuff  ...  If  everything  goes  well.  Mor- 
ris Goodman,  Republic  foreign  head,  will 
get  off  to  that  Central  and  South  Ameri- 
can trip  soon  . . . W.  Ray  Johnston  says 
Monogram  will  make  “Rip  Van  Winkle” 
on  its  1939-40  program  . . . Karl  Hoblit- 
zelle  has  been  around  the  Paramount 
Building,  visiting  Barney  Balaban  and 
Leon  Netter  . . . Dave  Bernstein  and  Bill 
Phillips  will  be  back  shortly  from  a six- 
week  cruise. 

The  Leonard  Pickers  and  the  Mel  Hey- 
manns  can  be  found  soaking  in  sun  in 
front  of  the  Edsinger  Hotel’s  Miami 
Beach  beach  . . . George  Sanders  goes  to 
London  to  appear  in  the  next  of  the  Les- 
lie Charteris  series  of  detective  mysteries 
for  RKO  . . . Densmore  A.  Ross,  general 
manager  of  Ross  Federal  Service,  has  re- 
turned to  his  desk  after  a Florida  vaca- 
tion . . . While  Morris  Helprin  is  talking 
over  production  plans  with  Alexander 
Korda  in  London,  Mrs.  Helprin,  known 
professionally  as  Katherine  Locke,  is  set 
for  a tour  of  “Hamlet”  . . . Noah  Beery 
flew  in  from  the  coast,  especially  to  take 


His  Pen  in  Hand — 

Or  how  Si  Seadler,  whose  favorite  ani- 
mals are  lions,  sends  greetings  from  his 
California  desert  retreat.  Seadler’ s now 
attending  the  M-G-M  sales  convention 
in  Chicago. 


part  in  the  air  dramatization  of  “Beau 
Geste”  Friday  evening. 

John  J.  O’Connor,  chairman,  has  com- 
pleted his  motion  picture  committee  for 
the  1939  Catholic  Charities  Drive,  which 
this  year  will  be  knovm  as  the  Cardinal 
Hayes  Memorial  Appeal.  Members  are: 
Harry  D.  Buckley,  Pat  Casey,  H.  M. 
Doherty,  E.  C.  Grainger,  J.  R.  Grainger, 
Austin  C.  Keough,  E.  L.  McEvoy,  Charles 
E.  McCarthy,  Joseph  McConville,  Charles 
B.  McDonald,  John  Murphy  and  William 
J.  Neary.  Also,  Dennis  F.  O’Brien,  Charles 
L.  O’Reilly,  P.  A.  Powers,  William  T.  Pow- 
ers, Martin  Quigley,  William  F.  Rodgers, 
George  J . Schaefer,  William  Scully,  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears,  George  Skouras,  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus,  Frank  C.  Walker,  treasurer, 
George  C.  Walsh  and  George  W.  Weeks. 

Judge  Frey,  Loew  legalite,  is  back  in 
Miami  and  says  he’ll  take  a much  needed 
rest  for  the  next  few  weeks  . . . Charles 
Stern,  UA  district  manager,  is  off  pub- 
licity men,  for  a while  at  least.  A day 
before  he  flew  to  Miami  Beach  he  wired 
the  company’s  publicity  dispenser  there  to 
get  him  a reservation  at  the  Dempsey 
Vanderbilt.  The  UA  puffer  also  doles  out 
publicity  for  the  hotel,  but  it  was  no  dice 
until  a day  after  Stern  got  there  . . . 
George  W.  Trendle  spent  a day  at  the 
Fleischer  studio  while  vacationing  in 
Miami. 

Sylvia  Sewards,  C.  C.  Moskowitz’s  secre- 
tary, got  an  extra  week  to  spend  on  Miami 
Beach  at  14t7i  St.  ..  . Milton  Berle  was 
seen  lounging  around  the  Dempsey  Van- 
derbilt in  Miami  the  other  night  . . . 
Jimmy  Binkov,  the  Jersey  exhibitor,  says 
he’s  tired  and  will  stay  in  Miami  until 
(Continued  on  page  38) 
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Waldorfing  It  With  the  Warner-ites 


The  Sert  Room,  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel, 
New  York — Not  in  the  records  of  the  War- 
ner sales  convention: 

★ 

Jack  L.  Warner  still  has  his  eye  on 
Miami,  but  his  heart  is  in  Hollywood. 
With  Harry  M.  on  the  coast,  J.  L.  is  hop- 
ing, nevertheless,  to  spend  a fortnight  un- 
der Miami’s  starlit  skies. 

* 

Woven  around  a simple  tale  of  fresh 
fish  lies  a moral.  Perhaps  it’s  only  a 
theory.  But  does  it  pay  to  advertise? 

Perhaps  the  sort  of  person  best  suited 
to  answer  that  question  is  the  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity  for  a film  com- 
pany. 

The  facts:  It  was  dinner  time  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria.  Now,  dinner  at  the 
Waldorf  is  a beautiful  thing.  The  Wal- 
dorf spends  thousands  of  dollars  in  news- 
papers so  hinting.  There  is  a Sert  Room, 
where  the  average  inning  at  dinner  runs 
to  about  $5.  There  are  four  other  elegant 
restaurants,  where  the  prices  range  down 
to  about  $2.50. 

On  this  particular  evening,  S.  Chari <.ie)s 
Einfeld  leaves  all  this  behind  him  and, 
in  tow  of  a couple  of  friends,  sets  out  for 
something  to  eat.  Einfeld  and  friends 
finally  arrive  at  G.  R.’s  Clam  House, 
where  sawdust  covers  the  floors,  menus 
are  painted  on  the  walls,  and  the  aver- 
age fish  dinner  runs  to  the  staggering 
sum  of  about  55  cents.  The  G.  R.  Clam 
House  spends  about  $14  a year  for  adver- 
tising, this  confined  to  match  books. 

So,  Einfeld  and  friends  come  through 
the  door,  take  a glance  around  the  smoky 
and  aromatic  dining  room,  and  imme- 
diately retreat  to  the  street.  They  had 
no  alternative.  There  wasn’t  a seat  to 
be  had. 

★ 

Five  key  city  Warner  theatre  ad  men 
came  in  to  listen  to  Charlie  Einfeld’s 
speech.  They  were  Ev  Callow,  Phila- 
delphia; Joe  Feldman,  Pittsburgh;  Frank 
LaFalce,  Washington;  Charlie  Smak- 
witz,  Albany;  Larry  Stein,  Milwaukee. 

•k 

Harry  Seed  is  trying  to  live  down  the 
fact  one  of  his  brothers  was  a vaude 
hoofer.  Harry  is  always  reported  to  be 
the  Seed  of  Seed  & Austin,  but  the  fact 
of  the  matter  is  he  wasn’t,  isn’t  and 
won’t  be. 

★ 

Lou  Halper,  coast  theatre  operating 
head  for  the  circuit,  is  another  familiar 
face  absent  from  the  meetings.  It  was  a 
bit  too  far  to  travel  for  one  day.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  zone  managers  all  left 
for  home  after  the  opening  stanza. 

* 


ent.  Of  course,  there  were  Sam  E.  Mor- 
ris, Joe  Hummel  and  some  of  the  other 
boys,  but  they  are  home  office  standbys. 

Dinty  Moore,  now  working  as  district 
manager  under  Zone  Manager  Harry  Kal- 
mine  in  Pittsburgh,  started  something 
two  years  ago.  At  the  time  he  was  metro- 
politan district  head  for  Warner  houses 
here.  When  the  mob  came  in  for  the 
convention  then,  he  took  them  to  the 
Grotto  Azure,  a basement  restaurant  at 
Mulberry  and  Bi’oom  streets,  famous  for 
its  lobster  cacittoria.  And  so  during  the 
current  sessions,  each  evening  would  find 
Herb  Ochs,  Ollie  Williams,  Norman  Ayres, 
Sam  Clark,  Rud  Lohrenz,  Sid  Rose,  Bill 
Bromberg  and  Tom  Ghlam  partaking  of 
the  Italian  food.  And  liking  it,  too. 

★ 

Fred  Greenberg  of  Indianapolis  is  an 
expert  at  the  culinary  art  and  some  of 
the  boys  who  know  it  tried  to  get  him  to 
cook  a steak.  He  declined,  his  reason  be- 
ing he  was  here  strictly  on  business. 

Now  take  Bill  Warner,  Kansas  City 
pilot.  He  also  does  tricks  with  steaks  but 
he  uses  the  open  grill,  while  Greenberg 
uses  finesse  and  home  style  cooking. 

The  coaxing  apparently  wasn’t  force- 
ful enough  for  Greenberg  and  Warner 
have  yet  to  match  their  skill.  Maybe  next 
year,  maybe. 


For  the  serious  detail  of  the  Warner 
convention,  please  turn  to  pages  20,  22, 
23  and  29. 


With  11  weeks  behind  them  and  five 
more  to  go  in  the  Sears’  drive,  Rud 
Lohrenz  and  his  crew  are  in  first  place 
with  Bob  Smeltzer  a close  second  and 
Eddie  Schnitzer  and  his  easterners  hold- 
ing third.  Bill  Calloway  is  fourth,  Fred 
Jack  next  and  Wolfe  Cohen,  sixth.  The 
payoffs  are  due  April  15,  and  there  will  be 
plenty  of  bonus  money  paid  off. 


Now  that  the  convention  is  over,  Roy 
Haines  is  golfing  at  Pinehurst  and  from 
there  will  head  for  Augusta  and  other 
southern  cities  for  a well-earned  respite. 
Which  reminds  that  the  Saturday  of  the 
Warner  ball,  Roy  covered  18  holes  in  the 
snow  at  Caldwell,  N.  J.,  which  is  going 
some. 

★ 

Johnny  Pavone,  New  Haven  manager,  is 
quite  a quiet  guy.  Particularly  at  conven- 
tions. Or  maybe  it  was  due  to  his  bosses 
being  around. 

* 

Eddie  Schnitzer  guarantees  to  chalk  up 
a score  of  110  or  120  on  any  golf  course. 

★ 

Phil  Abrams  was  almost  induced  to  give 
Schnitzer  an  extra  quota  of  15  prints  on 
“Dark  Victory.”  The  offer,  however, 
wasn’t  big  enough  so  the  deal  collapsed. 

★ 

Joe  Hummel  plans  to  leave  for  a conti- 
nental trip  as  soon  as  Karl  Macdonald 
gets  back  from  Cuba  about  April  1.  Mac- 
donald, who  has  held  conventions  with  his 
forces  in  Argentine  and  Brazil,  in  a few 
days  will  hold  the  third  and  last  in 
Havana. 

* 

Mort  Blumenstock  managed  to  get  rid 
of  his  crutch  a day  ahead  of  the  opening 
of  the  convention.  He  did  all  right  by  his 
limping. 

* 

W.  E.  Calloway,  coast  district  manager, 
and  Henry  Herbel,  former  San  Francisco 
manager,  were  in  a train  crash  just  before 
coming  on  for  the  convention.  Both  es- 
caped unscathed.  N.  H.  “Jack”  Brower 
L.  A.  branch  head,  slipped  while  stepping 
out  of  his  car  and  has  been  around  on 
crutches  ever  since. 

* 

Sam  Sax,  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  38) 


Doak  Roberts  of  Dallas  wanted  to  go 
skeet  shooting,  at  which  he  is  a cracker- 
jack,  but  couldn’t  find  a partner  to  brave 
the  Sunday  snow  storm. 

* 

Ralph  Clark,  Australian  manager,  was 
the  only  foreign  field  representative  pres- 


Sears  in  a Satislied  Momen  t— 

“The  Nimrod,”  otherwise  known  as  “Graduella,”  and  formally  yclept  Gradwell 
L.,  general  sales  manager  of  Warner,  at  the  Warner  Club  ball  at  the  Wal- 
dorf. He’s  on  the  extreme  right,  of  course.  Left  to  right,  in  the  accepted 
manner,  are  Lester  Krieger  of  the  Warner  Jersey  theatre  zone;  Mrs.  Sears, 
bronzed  by  the  Florida  sun,  with  Ned  E.  Depinet  of  RKO  barely  visible  be- 
hind her,  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Hutcheson,  a friend  of  the  Sears. 
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gOL  EDWARDS,  general  eastern  sales 
manager  for  Grand  National,  spent  a 
day  in  the  local  exchange.  He  had  at- 
tended a sales  conference  in  Chicago  and 
en  route  east  stopped  at  Cleveland  and 
Buffalo  . . . Betty  O’Hare,  assistant  booker 
at  20th  Century-Fox,  entered  the  hospital 
for  an  operation  . . . Visitors  on  Filmrow 
included:  Johnny  Gardner,  American, 
Colony  and  Rivoli  theatres  in  Schenec- 
tady; George  Thornton,  Saugerties  ex- 
hibitor and  an  Allied  anchor  man  in  this 
district;  Henry  Freider  and  Henry  Gross- 
man,  who  operate  the  Community,  War- 
ren and  Star,  in  affiliation  with  Walter 
Reade,  at  Hudson;  Ed  Christie,  Strand  in 
Watervliet;  A1  Feltman,  Lincoln;  and 
Morris  Silverman,  Mount  Pleasant,  both 
in  Schenectady;  Dayton  La  Point  of  the 
Crandall  in  Chatham, 

Bernard  G.  Kranze,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager, Mrs.  Kranze  and  their  son,  Barry, 
have  been  sun  tanning  in  Miami.  Charles 
A.  Srnakwitz,  assistant  zone  manager  of 
Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  and  Mrs.  Smak- 
witz  left  Albany,  and  its  snow,  last  week 
for  the  Florida  resort  . . . M.  A.  Silver, 
Smakwitz’s  boss,  is  back  from  a Caribbean 
cruise.  Tony  Ryan,  Universal  salesman, 
was  taken  to  a Governeur  hospital  after 
his  car  skidded  and  turned  over  three 
times.  Remained  in  hospital  several  days. 
A lot  of  snow  and  ice  in  the  North  coun- 
try . . . RKO  exchange  employes  were 
glad  to  learn  that  Herb  McIntyre,  district 
manager  with  headquarters  in  Boston,  had 
returned  to  work  after  an  illness.  Mac  su- 
pervises the  Albany,  New  Haven  and  Bos- 
ton offices. 

Bob  Rosenthal,  manager  of  Warner 
Bros.  Ritz,  is  a member  of  an  Albany 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  committee 
raising  funds  to  purchase  an  “iron  lung” 
for  the  city  . . . Arthur  Newman,  Grand 
National  branch  manager,  visited  the  com- 
pany’s New  York  headquarters  . . . The 
father  of  Harry  Aharanove,  head  of  the 
poster  department  in  the  Warner-Vita- 
graph  exchange,  died  here.  A retired 
merchant,  he  is  survived  by  a wife, 
daughter  and  a son  . . . Larry  Quinlan, 
proprietor  of  the  Ideal  in  Chateaugay,  is 
refurbishing  the  theatre.  A new  floor  in- 
stalled and  other  interior  changes  made. 

Johnny  Milligan,  owner  of  the  Broad- 
way in  Schuylerville,  took  his  dad,  former 
proprietor  of  the  theatre,  to  Miami  for  a 
vacation.  Florida  is  familiar  territory  for 
Milligan,  especially  at  this  time  of  the 
year  . . . Trained  there  with  major  and 
Class  AA  minor  league  baseball  clubs  dur- 
ing his  professional  career  as  a left- 
handed  pitcher.  A star  on  the  Cornell  Uni- 
versity nine,  Milligan  later  twirled  for  the 
Philadelphia  Nationals,  Newark,  Toronto, 
Syracuse  and  other  teams.  He  finished 
with  Albany  in  1934  . . . Vivian  Sweet  is 
remodeling  the  Star  in  Salem  . . . Phil 
Baroudi  of  the  Happy  Hour  in  North 
Creek,  was  ill  with  grippe.  Brother  Fred 
visited  Filmrow  to  do  some  booking  for 
him.  Baroudi  also  operates  the  Lake  at 
Indian  Lake. 

The  Windham  in  Windham,  Catskill 
Mountain  town,  reopens  April  1 after  a 


winter  shutdown.  E.  Z.  Newlin  operates 
the  house  ...  It  is  reported  that  the  Kal- 
lett  circuit  has  leased  the  Strand,  new 
house  in  Long  Lake,  from  A.  Becker,  and 
will  open  it  June  1.  Theatre  is  small — 
capacity  reported  about  250 — but  very 
modern  . . . Becker  has  been  operating  the 
Community,  an  upstairs  house  . . . Long 
Lake  is  an  Adirondack  Mountain  town 
which  gets  a play  from  summer  vaca- 
tionists . . . Ralph  Pielow,  M-G-M  man- 
ager, returned  from  Miami,  March  10. 

Ben  Piazza,  vice-president  of  Major 
Pictures  Corp.,  gave  a local  paper  the  low- 


Down  to  Fundamentals 
In  "Whirlpool"  Action 

Albany — Arthur  Garfield  Hays  of  coun- 
sel for  Biu'styn  and  Mayer,  distributors 
of  the  French-made  “Remous,”  or  “Whirl- 
pool” in  the  English  print,  may  appeal 
within  30  days  to  the  Court  of  Appeals 
from  the  Appellate  Division’s  decision  by 
a 4 to  1 vote,  that  the  motion  picture  di- 
vision, State  Education  Department,  and 
the  Board  of  Regents,  should  not  be  over- 
ruled in  refusing  a license  for  an  unex- 
purgated edition  of  the  film.  The  picture 
has  been  the  subject  of  controversy  and 
of  legal  maneuvers  to  upset  the  determina- 
tion of  Director  Irwin  Esmond,  since  Kurt 
Laemmle  first  submitted  it  more  than  two 
years  ago.  Esmond  reviewed  the  film  sev- 
eral times,  once  granting  an  exhibition 
permit  for  a deleted  version.  Education 
Commissioner  Frank  P.  Graves  heard  one 
or  two  appeals,  and  the  Board  of  Regents 
another.  The  latest  was  a certiorari  action 
after  the  Regents  turned  down  an  appli- 
cation for  a license  on  a little  excised  print. 
Hays  argued  that  Esmond  arbitrarily  cen- 
sored the  picture  because  he  objected  to 
its  “adult”  theme,  sex  impotence  and  de- 
feat. 

Justices  Hill  and  Heffernan  collaborated 
in  one  opinion  and  Justices  Bliss  and  Mc- 
Namee  in  another,  both  upholding  the 
state  authorities.  Justice  Rhodes  sharply 
dissented.  He  said  “The  pictm’e  is  unob- 
jectionable measured  by  the  standard  of 
the  Board  of  Regents  by  which  it  judged 
such  picture.  The  Board  has  signified  its 
approval  of  the  film  with  certain  scenes 
excided;  these  deleted  scenes  are  so  trivial 
that  there  is  no  substantial  difference  be- 
tween the  original  and  the  expurgated 
films.  If  one  is  acceptable,  the  other  is 
equally  proper.  I therefore  vote  to  annul 
the  determination.” 

Justices  Hill  and  Heffernan  stated  that 
the  motion  picture  division  had  not  acted 
arbitrarily.  Furthermore,  that  it  may  turn 
back  as  immoral,  films  concerned  with 
“social  and  sex  problems,  human  biology 
or  the  procreative  functions  even  when  not 
obscene  or  indecent.”  Justices  Bliss  and 
McNamee  agreed  that  “beyond  question  it 
(the  picture)  is  open  to  the  construction 
placed  upon  it  by  the  director.”  The  find- 
ing that  “ ‘Remous’  is  immoral  and  would 
tend  to  corrupt  morals,  is  not  arbitrary.” 

Hays  claimed  that  the  case  was  a per- 
fect one  illustrating  the  lengths  to  which 
censors  had  gone  in  enforcing  their  views 
on  the  propriety  of  themes. 


down  on  how  he  spotted  G.  Arlington 
Brugh  in  a Pomona,  Cal.  college  play,  how 
the  M-G-M  publicity  department  selected 
the  composite  “Robert  Taylor”  from  a list 
of  200  first  names  and  200  last  names, 
and  how  he  did  a number  of  other  things, 
among  them  marrying  a former  Albany 
girl,  Francesca  Cappcllano.  The  story,  il- 
lustrated with  a picture  of  Piazza,  his  wife 
and  daughter,  Rita,  developed  from  a visit 
of  the  Piazzas  to  the  city  for  the  golden 
wedding  anniversary  of  Mrs.  Piazza’s  par- 
ents. Piazza  said  the  present  trend  was 
toward  human  and  biographical  pictures, 
plus  grand  scale  westerns,  “still  the  indus- 
try’s big  drawer.” 

The  Strand  in  Schroon  Lake  will  close 
from  March  25  to  April  16,  according  to 
word  on  Filmrow.  Rossi  Brothers  operate 
the  house  . . . Abe  Van  Deusen,  office 
manager-booker  for  RKO,  says  his  big- 
gest problem  these  days  is  getting  suffi- 
cient prints  to  meet  exhibitors’  demands 
for  showing  of  “Gunga  Din.”  Bill  Murray, 
assistant  office  manager-booker  for  Grand 
National,  is  proud  of  the  fact  his  daugh- 
ter, Sheila,  has  doubled  her  birth  weight 
in  three  months. 

An  Albany  paper  ran  six  pictures  under 
the  caption,  “Out!!  Go  the  ‘Blue  Laws’” 
of  Bennington,  Vt.  residents  who  voted  to 
approve  Sunday  movies  (after  six  p.  m.) . 
Refereyidum  carried  there  by  more  than 
ten  to  one.  One  photo  showed  the  first 
ballot  cast  by  a man  who  said  he  had  been 
in  the  fight  for  Sunday  pictures  during 
the  past  12  years.  Another  was  of  Village 
President  Halsey  Cushman,  quoted  as 
saying  “We  have  long  wanted  Sunday 
amusement”  (baseball  and  lectures  also 
were  passed).  A woman  justice  of  the 
peace,  a woman  school  teacher,  and  the 
state  Socialist  leader  were  among  those 
photoed  and  quoted.  Chris  Buckley,  for- 
mer Albany  exhibitor  and  now  operator  of 
two  theatres  in  Bennington,  was  a leader 
in  the  Sunday  show  movement  for  the 
Vermont  community. 

George  Goldberg,  Warner  salesman,  was 
stalled,  in  zero  weather,  between  Ellenberg 
and  Chateaugay,  Adriondack  Mountain 
towns,  when  oil  pump  on  his  car  went 
blooey.  A.  Gerald  Leary,  Universal  man- 
ager, returned  from  an  ocean  cruise  . . . 
Fabian’s  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall  ar- 
ranged an  “Academy  Award  Show.”  Con- 
sisted of  first  prize  winner  (in  1934),  “It 
Happened  One  Night,”  the  1938’s  best  pic- 
ture, “You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You,”  and 
cartoon  comic,  “Ferdinand  the  Bull,” 
which  won  an  Oscar  for  Walt  Disney. 


For  "Each  Other" 

Richmond,  Va. — An  invitation  to  cou- 
ples married  50  years  to  attend  a showing 
of  “Made  for  Each  Other,”  as  his  guests 
was  extended  by  Manager  Allan  Sparrow 
of  Loew’s  Richmond  Theatre  here. 


Gets  "Winter  Carnival" 

Hollywood  — “Winter  Carnival,”  next 
Walter  Wanger  production  for  UA,  will  be 
directed  by  Charles  Riesner.  Budd  Schul- 
berg  and  Maurice  Rapf  are  on  the  script. 
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Dispute  in  Philip 
Near  Showdown 

Philadelphia — The  long-simmering  dis- 
pute between  independents  and  majors 
over  clearance  is  being  brought  to  a boil 
by  the  recent  price  slash  in  Warner  down- 
town theatres. 

Many  class  “A”  neighborhood  houses 
now  find  themselves  charging  as  much  as 
some  of  the  WB  de  luxe  houses,  yet  having 
to  wait  just  as  long  as  before  to  get  pic- 
tures. 

Both  Allied  and  UMPTO  are  planning 
strategy  for  the  unavoidable  battle;  but 
no  outward  step  has  yet  been  taken,  and 
neither  organization  is  willing  to  show  its 
hand  in  advance. 

Only  one  to  take  the  field  at  present  is 
Harry  Fried  of  the  Suburban,  Ardmore, 
who  has  filed  suit  against  Warner  enlist- 
ing support  of  the  Bryn  Mawr  Business 
Men’s  Ass’n,  which  sent  a resolution  to 
the  department  of  justice  backing  Fried. 

The  Arcadia,  downtown  independent 
house,  apparently  has  won  a concession 
from  Warner,  though  neither  party  will 
admit  it  officially.  The  Arcadia  played 
“Honolulu”  two  weeks  ago,  “Pygmalion” 
last  week,  only  six  days  after  their  first 
runs  at  Warner  houses.  The  clearance  was 
formerly  28  days. 

The  price  slash  has  brought  about  an- 
other queer  situation.  The  Palace,  War- 
ner’s big  downtown  house,  now  charges  26 
cents  up  to  6 p.  m.  Independents  that 
charge  32  to  42  cents  at  night  will  not 
like  accepting  pictures  branded  as  “cheap” 
after  a run  at  the  Palace’s  cut  rates.  So 
they  might  demand  liberalization  of  the 
rejection  clause  in  contracts  now  permit- 
ting them  to  turn  down  only  ten  per  cent 
of  product. 


Mass  Meeting  on  Dual 
Program  Situation 

Philadelphia — The  local  Allied  unit  has 
sent  out  a call  for  a mass  meeting  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  March  21  at  the 
Broadwood  to  discuss  the  threatening  dou- 
ble-feature situation. 

The  call  reflects  the  current  jitters  over 
persistent  rumors  Warner  Bros,  may  try 
out  a double-feature  policy  in  a few  key 
neighborhoods.  Independents  who  started 
the  double-feature  policy  here  are  now 
very  fearful  and  want  to  see  the  city  re- 
turn to  single  features. 

Allied  has  had  a committee  of  six  ex- 
ploring the  situation.  A report  probably 
will  be  ready  for  the  meeting.  Sid  Samuel- 
son  will  preside. 

Some  exhibitors  may  want  to  hold  on 
to  double  features,  because  of  the  in- 
genious price-saving  arrangement  that  has 
recently  become  popular.  Exhibitors  who 
formerly  ran  a different  picture  every  day 
now  rent  a pair  of  films  for  two  days — 
getting  the  cheaper  rate — and  have  a 
two-day  double-feature. 


Independents  to  Public 
With  Their  Troubles 
Lewes,  Del. — The  increasing  tendency 
of  independent  exhibitors  to  seek  support 
from  the  public  in  their  disputes  with  ex- 


piVE  HUNDRED  patrons  at  the  Blue- 
bird sat  through  a show  one  afternoon 
last  week,  unaware  of  a blaze  in  the  cellar. 
Quick  work  by  Manager  Sam  Pelt  put  out 
the  fire — burning  rubbish — ^before  fire- 
men arrived  . . . Frank  McNamee,  RKO, 
will  handle  the  Will  Rogers  memorial 
drive  here,  replacing  Harry  Bodkin,  who 
had  to  give  up  the  job  . . . Oscar  Neufeld 
off  to  New  York  on  business  . . . Visitors 
to  Monogram  are  asking  Bill  Porter  what 
happened  to  the  phone  usually  in  front  of 
his  desk.  Too  many  caU  chiselers? 

Sam  Gross,  20th-Fox  boss,  is  off  to  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.,  on  his  vacation  . . . S.  E. 
Applegate,  M-G-M  sales  manager,  back  at 
work  after  three  weeks’  soaking  in  Flor- 
ida sunlight  . . . Harry  Vallen  is  celebrat- 
ing his  first  week  as  boss  of  the  Film  Cen- 
ter lunch  by  giving  the  building  a new 
coat  of  paint  . . . Bill  O’Neill,  Ledger, 
looks  so  good  in  his  new  Alpine  hat,  peo- 
ple expect  him  to  yodel.  But  his  name  is 
too  non-Swiss,  he  says. 

Brother  acts:  The  Phillips  Brothers,  Irv 
and  Morris,  have  turned  the  Upsal  over 
to  the  Kapner  brothers,  Eddie  and  Sid 
. . . Charley  Goldfine,  Alden,  who  bought 
shoes  for  the  poor  kids  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, is  now  reported  negotiating  for  a 
job-lot  of  sneakers  so  the  kids  can  be 
happy  in  summertime  also  . . . Joe  Suskin, 
Quality  Print,  expected  back  from  Flor- 
ida this  week  . . . Ditto  Ted  Schlanger, 
Warner  . . . Everett  Callow,  Warner  ad- 
vertising head  here,  hasn’t  yet  got  over 
his  New  York  trip  to  attend  the  sales  con- 
vention. 

Bill  Goldman’s  News  is  capitalizing  on 
Nelson  Eddy’s  appearance  at  the  Academy 
by  celebrating  “Nelson  Eddy  Week,”  and 
runnmg  the  home  town  boy’s  first  pic- 
ture, “Naughty  Marietta”  . . . Earle  Swei- 
gert.  Paramount,  out  of  town  on  business 
. . . Frank  Sculli,  M-G-M,  back  on  the  job 
after  his  illness  . . . Same  good  news  about 
Bill  Fishman,  Cayuga  . . . J.  Ellis  Shipman, 
Warner,  is  looking  forward  to  his  vaca- 
tion . . . Jim  Clark,  Horlacher,  has  just 
returned  from  his  . . . Harry  Jordan, 
Trans-Lux,  reports  the  mind-readmg  act 
of  Zulieka  is  going  over  swell.  But  he 
doesn’t  want  her  doing  any  reading  of  his 
mind. 


Ira  Turner,  formerly  with  Warner,  is 
the  new  manager  at  the  Tioga  . . . Ben 
Bernie  will  play  at  the  News  Photograph- 
ers Ball,  April  21  . . . About  125  women 
crowded  into  the  Variety  Club  last  week 
at  the  “Queen  for  a Day”  luncheon  that 
honored  Mrs.  Ben  Fogelman,  Mrs.  Harry 
Biben,  Mrs.  Jack  Flynn,  Mrs.  Ben  Biben 
and  Mrs.  Louis  Davidoff  . . . Variety  Club- 
bers expect  big  doings  at  the  St.  Patrick’s 
Night  shindig.  They’re  also  getting  ready 
for  the  national  convention,  April  21-23 
at  Detroit. 

Isadore  Hirst,  burlesque  monarch,  back 
from  Florida,  looking  very  handsome  . . . 
Tom  Clark  is  high-scorer  in  his  bowling 
league  . . . Tommy  Sholl  is  busy  supervis- 
ing renovation  of  Warner’s  Keystone.  The 
place  is  closed  for  20  days,  getting  a com- 
plete remodeling , from  projection  equip- 
ment to  restrooms  . . . A.  H.  Goldsmith, 
Cross  Keys,  has  been  downed  by  the 
grippe.  Warner  managers  are  losing  sleep 
wondering  who’s  going  to  win  the  big 
money  in  the  manager’s  parade.  Tabula- 
tion has  been  going  on  for  a week  now. 

Vincent  Lopez,  now  at  the  Fox,  got  him- 
self lots  of  publicity  by  testing  the 
psychiatric  effects  of  swing  on  patients 
at  Philadelphia  Hospital  for  Mental  Dis- 
eases . . . Lewen  Pizor,  UMPTO  head,  is 
now  also  heading  a West  Philly  loan  asso- 
ciation . . . Bernard  Rothbard,  Earle,  is 
still  happy  though  married  . . . The  Shu- 
bert,  home  of  glorified  burlesque,  has 
closed  down,  sent  all  its  scenery  and 
equipment  to  the  Globe,  Atlantic  City  . . . 
Cafe  Marguery  has  also  shut  its  doors  . . . 
Leo  Posel  is  building  a new  house  in  the 
Northeast  . . . Dave  Milgram’s  Affiliated 
is  building  a new  one  in  Norristown. 

Allen  Lewis,  Showmen’s  Club’s  star,  ex- 
pects to  announce  acquisition  of  a liquor 
license  by  the  next  meeting  . . . Harry 
Goldberg,  Warner  national  advertising 
chief,  in  town  to  attend  meetings  of  man- 
agers m Jack  Flynn’s  city  zone  . . . Les- 
ter Krieger,  Warner  booking  chief,  off  to 
Hot  Springs  . . . United  Campaigners  re- 
port they’re  makmg  fine  headway  among 
film  men  . . . Al  Zimbalist  is  hoping  Mayor 
S.  Davis  Wilson  will  get  well  in  time  to 
award  contracts  to  the  winners  in  War- 
ner’s amateur  talent  quest. 


changes  is  illustrated  in  an  address  by 
Charles  S.  Horn  jr.,  which  gained  wide 
publicity  here. 

Horn,  owner  of  the  Auditorium  here 
and  the  Blue  Hen  in  Rehoboth  Beach, 
told  the  Zwaanendael  Club  about  contract 
peculiarities.  The  exhibitor  has  to  con- 
tract in  the  fall  for  a block  of  pictures, 
many  of  which  he  will  not  even  get,  he 
said.  Often,  he  added,  there  aren’t  enough 
prints  of  films  to  supply  all  the  towns, 
and  exhibitors  have  to  fight  tooth  and 
nail  to  get  preference. 


Yates  Goes  East 

Hollywood— Herbert  J.  Yates,  head  of 
Consolidated  Film  Laboratories  and  guid- 
ing hand  of  Republic,  trained  east  Friday 
after  huddles  at  the  Republic  studio. 


Fight  Ban  in  Chicago  on 
"Concentration  Camp" 

Chicago — Several  local  groups,  including 
the  Civil  Liberties  Committee  of  Chicago, 
are  pushing  the  fight  here  to  lift  the  ban  on 
the  Amkino  film,  “Concentration  Camp,” 
which  was  rejected  by  the  censor  board  on 
the  ground  that  it  “is  a vicious  propaganda 
picture  of  an  inflammatory  type  which 
could  not  fail  to  provoke  hatred,  bitterness 
and  dissension.” 

Several  other  Amkino  films  have  run 
afoul  of  the  local  censor  board;  but  all 
eventually  were  passed  by  the  commissioner 
of  police,  James  P.  Allman. 

The  picture,  when  banned,  was  due  to 
open  at  the  Sonotone,  operated  by  Mannie 
Stutz. 
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Waldorfing  With  Warner~ites 


(Continued  from  page  35) 
convention,  was  paged  several  times  dur- 
ing the  morning  session.  The  telephone 
operator  insisted  on  trying  to  get  him  on 
the  wire.  It  was  important,  she  said. 
When  finally  she  reached  him  Sax  learned 
the  “hello”  girl  was  making  every  effort 
to  get  Boxoffice  Flashes  to  him. 

* 

Lou  Geller,  Calgary  manager,  became  a 
benedict  a week  before  the  convention 
and  so  took  his  bride  to  New  York  to 
spend  a honeymoon  between  sessions. 

★ 

Lou  McKenzie,  St.  John  branch  pilot, 
got  a lucky  break.  About  the  same  time 
Geller  strolled  down  the  Primrose  Path, 
McKenzie  entered  fatherdom.  He  had  just 
enough  time  to  see  the  arrival  before 
catching  a train  for  the  Waldorf. 

★ 

Jimmy  Coston  is  trying  with  all  that’s 
in  him  to  finally  get  away  to  Miami — 
the  land  of  citrus  fruits  and  where  “Man 
of  Wars"  await  you  on  the  beaches. 

Jimmy  had  been  all  set  to  go  several 
weeks  ago  when  his  wife  and  daughters 
took  sick  one  at  a time  which  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  leave  Chicago. 

★ 

Harry  Kalmine  turned  out  to  be  an  op- 
timist. He  says  Pittsburgh  is  the  city 
where  smoke  doesn’t  get  in  your  eyes. 
Wonder  if  he’s  notified  the  C.  of  C.  in 

the  fair  city  of  cinders. 

★ 

Sid  Rechetnik  was  so  worn  out  from 
pre-convention  and  convention  rush  he 
took  a suite  at  the  Waldorf,  facing  Park 
Ave.,  where  he’ll  spend  the  next  week  va- 
cationing. Without  a Warner  preview. 

•k 

Herb  Ochs  says  things  are  a-perkin  up 
in  Cleveland  again.  Which  means  the 


'Continued  from  page  34 » 

April  sometivie  . . . Louis  Schenck,  Mar- 
vin’s father;  Leo  Cameron,  Astor  theatre 
manager  and  his  sister,  Harriett,  organ- 
ist for  one  of  the  Loew  theatres;  Hattie 
Helborn,  private  secretary  to  N.  M. 
Schenck,  are  due  back  next  week  from 
Miami  . . . Al  Wilkie  didn’t  do  so  well  in 
the  three  days  he  spent  fishing  off  the 
keys.  Peggy  O'Brien  Moore,  who  was  in 
the  party,  caught  a 45-/oof  barracuda  on 
her  first  try  with  tackle  and  mullet  . . . 
Joe  Gallagher  jr.  of  the  Frerich  Line  pub- 
licity department,  is  aboard  the  De  Grasse 
071  a West  Indies  cruise. 

Edward  Arnold  and  a party  of  six  were 
way  up  front  for  “Primrose  Path”  . . . 
Harold  Lloyd  and  Dorothy  Lamour,  not 
together,  were  clienting  at  Louis  Nizer’s 
office  . . . Miss  Lamour  does  a p.  a.  at 
the  Paramount,  Wednesday,  sharing  hon- 
ors with  Mischa  Auer,  who  got  in  from 
the  coast  Friday  . . . When  George  Skouras 
puts  in  a luncheon  appearance  at  the 
Astor’s  Hunting  Room,  the  countryman- 
headwaiter  commands:  “Give  good  table” 


banks  are  open  and  money  is  coming  in 
for  a change. 

* 

Roy  H.  Haines  kind  of  missed  Charlie 
Moses.  Latter  is  local  exhibitor  and  va- 
cationing in  the  semi-tropics — Miami.  Roy 
and  Charlie  play  a good  game  of  golf 
when  they  forget  about  the  picture  busi- 
ness. 

★ 

Artie  Siegel  and  his  step-father,  Albert 
Warner,  were  the  only  two  tans  in  the 
house.  Both  returned  in  the  nick  of  time 
from  down  Miami  way  to  make  the  con- 
vention. 

★ 

Sam  E.  Morris  gave  out  with  a big  secret 
during  the  convention.  He  says  he’s  in 

the  milk  business  on  the  side. 

★ 

Moe  Silver,  Albany  theatre  zone  mana- 
ger, is  going  in  for  black  hats  with  wide 
brims. 

* 

Harry  M.  Warner  addressed  the  conven- 
tion via  the  telegram  route.  His  message 
was  read  to  the  delegates.  It  made  a big 
hit. 

★ 

“Dodge  City”  was  given  a sales  preview 
at  the  home  office  the  first  night  of  the 
convention.  The  showing  was  strictly  for 
the  boys  who  are  back  in  their  home  towns 
ready  to  tell  exhibitors  all  about  it  in 
advance. 

* 

Howard  Waugh,  Memphis  zone  manager, 
was  conspicuously  missing  by  his  absence. 
Seems  he  just  couldn’t  make  it,  conven- 
tion or  no. 

★ 

Ben  Kalmenson  stuck  close  by  the  Pitts- 
burgh congregation  dming  the  mid-day 
repasts.  After  all,  he  sails  from  the  Smoky 
City  theatre  division  in  the  good  old  days. 


. . . Gloria  Swanson  was  an  incoming  pas- 
senger on  the  He  de  France  . . . Irene 
Dunne,  here  for  a vacation,  attended  the 
Thursday  Music  Hall  premiere  of  “Love 
Affair.”  It  was  her  first  glimpse  of  the 
film  . . . Edward  C.  Cahill,  RCA  service 
manager,  is  back  at  the  Camden  home  of- 
fice after  a Hollywood  visit  and  a show- 
ing of  new  equipment  to  studio  directors 
and  projectionists. 

Bill  Hemernan,  Universal  western  sales 
manager,  has  visited  Seattle  and  Portland 
in  the  last  few  days,  is  working  his  way 
east  and  due  in  New  York  sometime  next 
week  . . . Al  Judkowitz,  RKO  Far  Rock- 
away  district  manager,  is  back  on  the  job 
after  a month's  sojourn  in  Miami  . . . 
Charles  Koerner  is  plaiming  to  leave 
April  1 for  Pinehurst  . . . Hamilton  C. 
Rickaby,  counsel  for  Atlas,  a7id  Joh7i  J. 
O’Connor  were  m the  same  RKO  elevator 
a7id  didn't  recog7iize  each  other  . . . James 
J.  Maloney,  formerly  with  N.  W.  Ayer  for 
15  years,  is  7iow  associated  with  Do7iahue 
& Coe  . . . Mari07i  Gering  mil  direct  a7id 
Sylvia  Sid7iey  will  appear  m “Bricks 
Without  Straw’’  for  Robert  Ainser,  head 
of  Heraut  Films  Productio7is . The  picture 
to  get  under  way  in  six  weeks  at  Astoria. 


New  Midwest  and  Paciiic 
SMPE  Oiiicers  Listed 

New  York — New  officers  of  the  midwest 
and  Pacific  coast  sections  of  the  SMPE 
are  in  the  saddle. 

S.  A.  Lukes  is  chairman  of  the  midwest 
section.  Others  for  this  area  are  C.  H. 
Stone,  past  chairman;  G.  W.  Baker,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; J.  A.  Dubray  and  O.  B. 
Depue,  managers. 

L.  Ryder  is  chairman  of  the  Pacific 
coast  section.  Other  officers  are  J.  O. 
Aalberg,  past -chairman;  A.  F.  Edouart, 
secretary-treasurer;  C.  W.  Handley  and 
W.  Miller,  managers. 

REVIEW 

FLASHES 

HERITAGE  OF  THE  DESERT  (Para)— Stand- 
ard western  fare  true  to  the  formula  of 
Zane  Grey,  from  whose  book  it  was 
adapted.  Although  the  action  lags  be- 
tween chases  there's  sufficient  gunplay  to 
satisfy  the  sage-brush  fans  and  the  cast  is 
acceptable.  Donald  Woods,  Evelyn  Ven- 
able. Harry  Sherman  produced:  Lesley 
Selander  directed. 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para) — Bob  Bums  en- 
ters the  mule  business  in  a very  unfunny 
venture.  With  the  exception  of  occasional 
gags,  a meandering  screenplay  strains  for 
scattered  laughs.  Gladys  George  is  mis- 
cast in  a supporting  role.  Paul  Jones  pro- 
duced; Theodore  Reed  directed. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M)— Glorifies  the 
American  cop,  but  aside  from  the  great 
performance  by  Beery  and  the  punchy  cli- 
max, it  has  little  to  offer  as  diverting  en- 
tertainment. The  story  goes  off  deep  into 
hokum  and  the  plot  development  is  un- 
believable. Wallace  Beery,  Laraine  John- 
son. J.  Walter  Ruben  produced;  Josef  von 
Sternberg  directed. 

SUDDEN  MONEY  (Para) — While  there  are  a 
few  redeeming  interludes,  this  lame  at- 
tempt at  comedy  is  stretched  thin  for 
laughs.  Improbable  story  situations  punc- 
tuate the  film,  which  deals  with  an  aver- 
age American  family  and  what  it  does 
with  first  prize  money  from  a sweepstakes. 
Charles  Ruggles,  Marjorie  Rambeau, 
Charles  Grapewin.  Nick  Grinde  directed. 

THEY  MADE  HER  A SPY  (RKO)— A well 
handled,  timely  melodrama  concerning 
espionage  and  attempts  to  sabotage 
United  States  defenses.  Sally  Eilers,  as 
heroine,  delivers  in  true  dime-novel  fash- 
ion. Robert  Sisk  produced;  Jack  Hively 
directed. 

THREE  SMART  GIRLS  GROW  UP  (Univ)— 
Definitely  a hit  and  following  in  the  fi- 
nancial and  popular  footsteps  of  its  il- 
lustrious predecessor.  Golden-Voiced  De- 
anna Durbin,  more  charming  than  ever, 
shows  constant  improvement  as  a finished 
actress  in  a superior  cast,  with  Charles 
Winninger  also  earning  a bow.  Joseph 
Pasternak  produced;  Henry  Koster  directed. 
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(Hollywood  Office — Suite  219  at  6404  Hollywood  Blvd.;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager) 


Battle  for  control  of  iatse  local  37 

BETWEEN  EXECUTIVES  AND  OfflCIALS  CLOSE 


For  Work  Well  Done — 

Producer  Hunt  Stromberg  and  Director  W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  of  M-G-M,  pause 
in  their  day’s  work  to  express  elation  over  the  Boxoffice  Blue  Ribbon  Awards 
which  were  presented  them  when  the  National  Screen  Council  selected 
“Sweethearts,”  which  Stromberg  supervised  and  Van  Dyke  piloted,  as  the 
best  film  released  for  family  ccmsumption  during  January.  Previous  laurels 
won  by  Van  Dyke  decorate  his  office  wall. 


Investigating  Committee 
Studies  But  May  Not 
Seize  the  Records 

A hot  and  furious  battle,  in  which  the 
visiting  international  executives  are  so 
far  the  winners,  is  being  waged  by  oppos- 
ing factions  for  control  of  the  affairs  of 
Local  37,  International  Alliance  of  The- 
atrical Stage  Employes,  which  presides 
over  the  destinies  of  some  6,000  studio 
workers. 

Currently  the  local’s  headquarters  are 
in  possession  of  an  international  investi- 
gating committee  headed  by  Congressman 
William  Schulte,  of  Indiana,  who,  as  a 
member  of  the  IATSE,  came  here  last 
week  at  the  request  of  President  George 
Browne  to  probe  into  the  local’s  affairs. 
The  committee’s  actions  are  being 
watched,  however,  by  a police  guard 
which  was  set  as  the  result  of  a tem- 
porary order  issued  by  superior  court  re- 
straining the  probers  from  seizing  the 
local’s  records  and  other  possessions — this 
order  coming  at  the  request  of  Joseph  W. 
Carpenter,  president  of  the  local,  who, 
with  other  officials  of  the  union,  was 
ousted  by  Browne  after  Schulte  had  filed 
a preliminary  report  with  the  interna- 
tional president  terming  the  condition  of 
the  local  and  its  affairs  “appalling.”  The 
international  officers  succeeded  in  having 
the  restraining  order  modified  to  permit 
them  to  remain  at  Local  37  headquarters 
until  March  20,  when  a court  hearing  is 
scheduled  to  determine  whether  the  order 
shall  be  made  permanent. 

Carpenter,  however,  served  notice  he 
intended  to  battle  for  control  of  some 
$100,000  of  the  local’s  funds  when  he 
filed  suit  against  the  Farmers  and 
Merchants  National  Bank  charging  that 
organization  with  refusing  to  honor  a 
check  drawn  by  him  to  the  amount  of 
$80,000. 

The  investigating  body  came  here  at 
Browne’s  request  after  James  Ward,  a 
member  of  the  local,  had  filed  suit  in 
Superior  Court  charging  Carpenter  and 
other  officers  with  mismanagement  and 
misuse  of  funds  and  asking  that  a receiver 


be  appointed.  Hearing  on  Ward’s  plea 
has  been  continued,  however. 

Congressman  Schulte,  declaring  he  came 
“as  a private  citizen,”  said  he  is  “very 
much  alarmed  at  Communistic  efforts  in 
Southern  California,”  and  hinted  he 
might  present  his  findings  to  the  Dies 
Committee  on  un-American  activities. 

Autonomy  to  Unit  Managers 

Pinal  peace  on  two  other  important 
film  labor  issues  seems  within  reach  as 
negotiating  committees  for  the  Screen  Di- 
rectors and  Screen  Writers  Guilds  con- 
tinue their  discussions  with  the  producers 
concerning  working  agreements  for  the 
crafts.  The  SDG’s  board  of  directors  has 
approved  an  amendment  allowing  unit 
managers  to  withdraw  and  form  their 
own  organization,  a point  which  had  been 
debated  at  length  by  the  producer-direc- 
tor committees.  Attorneys  for  the  two 
groups  are  now  drawing  up  drafts  of  the 
contracts  for  submission  to  their  respec- 
tive organizations. 

The  SWG  surmounted  another  obstacle 


in  its  path  toward  recognition  when  Guild 
negotiators  informed  the  producers  they 
would  not  insist  upon  immediate  cancella- 
tion of  the  latter’s  contract  with  the 
Screen  Playwrights,  but  that  they  would 
rely  upon  the  producers’  promise  to  termi- 
nate it  when  the  SWG  contract  is  signed. 
Charles  Brackett,  SWG  president,  in- 
formed the  Guild  board  at  its  regular 
weekly  meeting  that  every  indication 
pointed  toward  an  early  consummation  of 
the  negotiations.  The  board  accepted 
Anthony  Veiller’s  resignation,  replacing 
him  with  Donald  Ogden  Stewart.  Veiller 
withdrew  because  he  has  taken  an  execu- 
tive position  at  Paramount,  which  he  ex- 
plained would  not  tally  with  his  duties  as 
a board  member  of  the  SWG. 

AMG  Negotiations  Wait 
In  what  is  expected  to  be  the  last  hur- 
dle overcome  before  the  long-discussed 
Screen  Actors  Guild  plan  to  license  mem- 
bers of  the  Ai’tists  Managers  Guild  is 
crystallized,  action  was  scheduled  by  the 
(Continued  on  page  42) 
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A Look  at  the  Source — 

Having  exhibited  plenty  of  pictures  during  his  experience  as  a theatre 
operator  in  Bay  City.  Mich..  Richard  P.  Leahy  pays  a visit  to  the  “Battle 
of  City  Hall”  set  at  Warner  to  see  how  they  are  made.  Leahy  is  the  third 
from  left,  his  arm  linked  in  that  of  Ann  Sheridan,  who  stars  in  the  film, 
with  members  of  the  Leahy  party  flanking  the  pair. 


No  GN  Production 
Until  April  1 

Although  Grand  National’s  production- 
distribution  future  remains  successfully 
shrouded,  a few  scattered  facts  are  ob- 
tainable which  throw  some  light  on  the 
situation : 

Insofar  as  either  GN  or  its  affiliated 
production  unit.  Fine  Arts  Pictures,  is 
concerned,  film-making  activity  is  at  a 
standstill  and  will  probably  remain  so 
until  after  April  1. 

President  E.  W.  Hammons,  who  has  sev- 
eral times  deferred  his  announced  return 
to  New  York  after  conferences  here  with 
Franklyn  Warner,  FA  president.  Jack  Skir- 
ball,  GN  production  head,  and  other  in- 
terested parties,  is  now  expected  to  go 
east  next  week  to  meet  Skirball,  who  has 
been  in  New  York  for  the  past  few  days. 

Attorney  Sam  Wolf,  representing  cer- 
tain GN  creditors,  continues  to  opine  that 
no  pressure  is  being  applied  to  Hammons 
and  that  he  is  confident  the  admitted  ad- 
ditional financing  which  Hammons  is 
seeking  will  be  found. 

Indicating  that  the  GN  lot,  as  a rental 
property,  is  more  than  paying  its  way, 
however,  Dick  Pearl,  studio  manager,  has 
set  aside  some  $18,000  to  be  expended 
in  improving  its  facilities,  refurnishing  of- 
fices and  enlarging  dressing-rooms.  Rent- 
ing space  currently  are  Stewart  Warner, 
commercial  film-makers,  and  Dario  Par- 
ana, producing  Spanish-language  features 
for  Paramount. 

As  to  production,  “Miracle  of  Main 
Street”  is  tentatively  scheduled  as  GN’s 
next,  with  Margo  having  been  signed  for 
the  lead.  Max  Baer  is  expected  in  short- 
ly to  begin  preparations  for  the  first  in  a 
series  of  westerns  in  which  he  will  star. 
However,  another  GN  cowboy,  Tex  Flet- 
cher, has  left  the  roster,  his  option  not 
being  picked  up. 

Another  bankruptcy-ridden  organiza- 
tion, Condor  Pictures,  moves  back  into 


the  limelight  after  a long  hiatus  with  the 
disclosure  that  a Federal  Court  hearing 
anent  reorganization  plans  for  the  com- 
pany has  been  scheduled  for  April  14.  The 
plan,  comprising  issuance  of  stock  in  a 
new  corporation  which  will  absorb  Con- 
dor, was  worked  out  by  Albert  H.  Lieber- 
man,  one  of  the  principal  stockholders, 
and  Attorney  Lloyd  Taraday  with  Felix 
Cunningham,  attorney  for  the  creditors 
who  threw  Condor  into  77B  early  in  1938. 

"Borrowed  Time"  First 
Potter  Metro  Chore 

First  assignment  for  Director  Henry 
Potter  under  his  recently  signed  Metro 
contract  will  be  “On  Borrowed  Time,”  for 
which  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  has  been  set 
in  a leading  role. 


Monogram  Finishes  One 

Monogram  has  completed  shooting  on 
“Streets  of  New  York,”  starring  Jackie 
Cooper.  William  Nigh  directed. 


Portable  Stage  for 
Location  Units 

Effecting  a considerable  saving  in 
time  and  expense  and  thus  considered 
particularly  applicable  to  low-budget 
outdoor  pictures  is  a portable  sound 
stage,  devised  by  Producer  Henry  Mac- 
Rae  of  Universal  for  use  on  location 
trips.  The  stage,  the  size  of  an  ordi- 
nary double-garage,  can  be  knocked 
together  in  a few  minutes  when  in- 
clement or  otherwise  unsatisfactory 
weather  conditions  make  outdoor 
shooting  impossible.  To  avoid  trek- 
king back  to  the  studio,  the  stage  is 
set  up  for  use  in  shooting  small  in- 
teriors. 

MacRae  believes  it  is  the  first  time 
the  idea  has  been  used.  He  is  giving 
it  a workout  on  location  at  Kernville 
with  the  "Oregon  Trail"  unit  and,  thus 
far,  has  saved  four  of  what  might  oth- 
erwise be  wasted  days. 


Fidler  to  Coniine  Gossip 
To  "Worthwhile"  Films 

The  current  visit  here  of  Lenox  Riley 
Lohr,  president  of  the  National  Broad- 
casting Co.,  has  resulted  in  a clarification 
of  the  future  microphonic  policy  of  Jimmie 
Fidler,  high-ranking  movie  gossip  com- 
mentator. Code  of  operations  for  Fidler 
was  determined  early  in  the  year  in  New 
York  during  conferences  between  Fidler, 
his  sponsors  and  NBC  heads  after 
squawks  against  Fidler’s  cracking-down 
tactics  on  certain  pictures  had  been  regis- 
tered by  various  exhibitors. 

His  current  policy,  according  to  Fidler, 
is  the  elimination  of  reviews  on  pictures 
which  he  does  not  consider  worthwhile, 
giving  his  ratings  to  films  which,  in  his 
opinion,  are  worth  seeing  and  treating  the 
others  with  silence,  the  plan  having  been 
worked  out  under  instructions  from  his 
sponsors. 

The  revise,  Fidler  said,  does  not  affect 
his  handling  of  Hollywood  news  and  gos- 
sip concerning  filmland  personalities,  in 
which  he  will  continue  to  call  the  turns 
as  he  sees  fit.  The  gossiper  maintains  it 
has  never  been  his  desire  to  deliberately 
slur  the  industry  or  its  individual  mem- 
bers. 


Another  Radio  Show  With 
Film  Names  to  Fall 

Latest  repercussion  in  the  spasmodic 
warfare  between  exhibitors  and  what  they 
brand  unfair  competition  in  the  radio  ac- 
tivities of  film  players  finds  the  complain- 
ing showmen  on  the  winning  side,  with 
confirmation  of  the  announcement  that 
“Those  We  Love,”  weekly  ra(ii.o  serial 
sponsored  over  the  National  Broadcast- 
ing network  by  a cosmetics  manufacturer, 
will  fold  after  its  March  27  broadcast. 

The  show  headlined  such  player  names 
as  Nan  Grey,  Richard  Cromwell  and 
Donald  Woods  and  had  been  on  the  air  for 
more  than  a year.  Its  collapse  was  not, 
however,  directly  traceable  to  exhibitor 
complaints,  although  its  demise  comes  at 
a time  when  renewed  activity  by  theatre 
operators  against  ether  competition  has 
resulted  in  several  victories  for  the  film 
exhibitors. 

In  the  past  few  days,  for  example,  no- 
tice was  served  that  both  the  Jack  Haley 
and  Joe  Fenner  shows  would  be  muted  in 
the  near  future,  while  in  recent  weeks 
Tyrone  Power  and  Alice  Faye  were  with- 
drawn by  20th  Century-Fox  from  radio 
activity  and  M-G-M  announced  it  was 
withdrawing  its  studio-produced  “Good 
News  of  1939”  airshow  after  next  June. 


New  "Invisible  Man" 

Universal  has  announced  plans  to  pro- 
duce a sequel  to  “The  Invisible  Man,’’ 
made  in  1933  with  Claude  Rains  starred, 
under  the  title  “The  Invisible  Man  Re- 
turns.” Kirrt  Siodmak  is  on  the  script. 


Joins  Cinematone 

Harry  Smith,  sound  technician  and  film- 
radio  recording  engineer,  has  joined  Cine- 
matone Studios  as  chief  recording  engi- 
neer. Smith  recently  perfected  a new 
method  of  high-fidelity  disc  recording. 
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pELIX  YOUNG,  former  RKO  Radio  pro- 
ducer, stole  a very  definite  march  on 
the  Magi  of  Moviedom  when  he  acquired 
the  exclusive  film  rights  to  Kressman 
Taylor’s  short  story,  “Address  Unknown.” 
With  the  entire  industry  participating  to 
an  ever-increasing  degree  in  the  still  un- 
official “Americanization”  campaign, 
there  has  been  a resultant  scramble  for 
suitable  literary  material  which  could  be 
adapted  to  the  screen  to  forcefully  and 
entertainingly  impress  theatre  audiences 
with  their  good  fortune  and  many  advan- 
tages in  democratic  America,  as  com- 
pared to  the  oppressed  and  persecuted 
people  of  totalitarian  European  nations. 

“Address  Unknown,”  despite  its  brevity, 
incorporates  a super-abundance  of  such 
material.  It  has  been  so  widely  read  that 
little  need  be  said  in  description.  With 
startling  ease  it  fulfills  the  claim  that  it 
“will  be  read  in  less  than  half  an  hour — 
but  it  will  be  remembered  for  a lifetime.” 
First  published  in  Story  Magazine,  it 
aroused  such  public  reaction  that  the 
entire  issue  was  sold  out  within  ten  days 
— theretofore  an  unheard-of  feat  in  the 
magazine’s  history.  The  Readers’  Digest 
condensed  it  for  broadcasting  to  that 
publication’s  3,000,000  readers.  English 
publishers  ordered  it  and  it  is  already  be- 
ing translated  into  foreign  languages;  the 
widespread  demand  found  appreciative 
readers  particularly  in  Hollywood,  mimeo- 
graphing copies,  at  their  own  expense,  to 
give  to  friends.  Simon  and  Schuster  then 
secured  the  rights  to  publish  “Address 
Unknown”  in  book  form,  and  in  this  guise 


SPEARHEADS 


Uy  Tv^an^pegrc. 


Hoio  can  they  he  sure  he  went  away? 


Erstwhile  Film  Comedian  Ned  Sparks,  who 
is  now  being  lunny — he  hopes — for  the  radio, 
will  probably  encounter  considerable  dif- 
ficulty in  finding  a Icugh  in  the  news  from 
Washington  that  Uncle  Sam,  according  to  the 
Board  of  Tax  appeals,  is  entitled  to  an  ad- 
ditional $3,000  bite  out  of  his  1935  income 
of  $54,416. 


Mrs.  Taylor’s  story  is  already  in  its  fifth 
printing.  Thus  indisputable  evidence  of 
widespread  public  interest  is  added  to  the 
natural  literary  asset  of  the  work,  all  of 
which  combine  to  make  it  an  almost  per- 
fect subject  for  motion  picture  treatment. 
Mr.  Young  reports  that  he  has  sufficient 
financing  to  independently  produce  a fea- 
ture-length picture.  He  has  already  pre- 
pared a rough  treatment  of  the  screen- 
play. Competent  scripters  will  be  set  to 
polish  shortly,  and  a comparably  com- 
petent cast  of  proven  Thespics  selected. 
He  plans  for  release  through  a major  com- 
pany and,  provided  the  finished  celluloid 
product  is  as  enthralling  as  the  original, 
fortunate  indeed  will  be  the  organization 
which  can  add  the  picture  to  its  1939-40 
lineup. 


Universal  announces  plans  for  a sequel 
to  “The  Invisible  Man,”  yclept  “The  In- 
visible Man  Returns.” 


The  gaming  gentry,  licking  its  wounds 
follovang  the  annual  tussle  with  the  pari- 
mutuel machines  at  Santa  Anita,  very 
probably  wishes  that  Hedda  Hopper  were 
a bookmaker.  She  pays  off  before  the 
horses  go  to  the  post,  in  fact  even  before 
the  entries  are  completed.  Referring  to 
Bette  Davis,  the  columnist-comedienne 
smugly  decides: 

“There’s  no  doubt  about  it,  she’ll  have 
to  have  another  Academy  Award  for  her 
performance  in  ‘Dark  Victory,’  making  it 
three  straight.” 

Thus  Hilarious  Hedda  settles  the  Hol- 
lywood handicap  nearly  a year  before  it 
is  run. 

Headline  on  Paramount  publicity  re- 
lease: 

“Wellman  Closes  ‘Beau  Geste’  Set  Be- 
cause of  Rodent.” 

Those  agents  sure  do  get  around. 


Colossi,  Crimes  and  Cacti 


What  a week  for  the  film  citadel’s  al- 
ways-hungry  picture  reviewers  and  their 
brothers-in-arms,  the  related  and  varied 
assortment  of  gate  crashers.  'The  lineup 
of  unveUing  features  boasted  both  quality 
and  quantity;  and,  above  all,  no  less  than 
three — count  them — of  the  entries  were 
enhanced  by  the  welcome  aura  of  free 
groceries,  all  of  which  enabled  the  boys 
and  girls  to  review  and  to  gorge  to  their 
hearts’  content. 

Three  films  finish  in  the  first  division, 
not  only  because  of  their  budgetary  im- 
portance but  because  two  of  them  are 
loaded  with  splendid  entertainment  val- 
ues. Of  them,  Warner’s  “Dark  Victory” 
rates  distinction  as  the  best  of  the  week. 
An  unqualified  achievement  for  Bette  Da- 
vis, it  is  unquestionably  a new  high  in 
her  acting  career;  and,  if  the  action  of 
the  Academy  in  handing  out  gold-plated 
kudos  to  her  during  the  past  two  years 
has  not  already  done  so,  her  delineation  of 
the  central  figure  in  this  powerful,  tragic 
love  story  certainly  establishes  Miss  Da- 
vis as  a formidable  contender  for  the 
mythical  honor  of  First  Lady  of  the 
Screen. 

The  picture  cannot  miss  doing  an  enor- 
mous business  because  of  the  wide  appeal 
it  will  exert  over  the  feminine  trade  and 
because  of  the  lavish  production  handling 


given  it  by  David  Lewis,  Edmund  Gould- 
ing’s  well-modulated  direction  and  a top- 
notch  screen  play,  loaded  with  sparkling 
dialogue,  from  the  pen  of  Casey  Robinson. 

Paramount’s  “Midnight”  is  a distinct 
triumph  for  all  concerned  in  its  making, 
and  hangs  up  a mark  of  quality  in  the 
romantic  comedy  field  that  will  be  hard 
to  top.  The  cast  is  flawless  and  delivers 
unequivocably  stunning  performances, 
with  Claudette  Colbert,  the  dominant  fig- 
ure, at  her  superb  best  as  a modern  Cin- 
derella. Producer  Arthur  Hornblow  jr. 
decked  it  in  sumptuous  trappings  and  Di- 
rector Mitchell  Leisen  overlooked  no  bets 
in  timing  every  subtlety  provided  in  the 
script  by  Billy  Wilder  and  Charles  Brac- 
kett. 

RKO  Radio’s  “Love  Affair”  misses  the 
greatness  which  its  important  cast  and 
production  potentialities  indicated  for  it, 
and  is  included  in  the  top  bracket  only 
because  of  the  high-calibre  performances 
delivered  by  Charles  Boyer  and  Irene 
Dunne,  in  the  van  of  an  impresive  Thes- 
pic  lineup,  and  because  nothing  was  spar- 
ed in  production  effort  or  expense.  In 
the  main,  however,  it  is  disappointing; 
and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  the  rank-and-file 
of  theatregoers  will  find  its  theme  mono- 
tonous and  much  of  its  dialogue  dull.  Leo 
McCarey  produced  and  directed. 


The  perennial  quota  of  pictures  with  a 
cops-and-robbers  motif  found  represen- 
tation in  three  entries.  Metro’s  “Within 
the  Law,”  newest  edition  of  this  hardy 
stage  veteran,  is  solid  program  fodder, 
chiefly  because  the  scripters  were  fairly 
successful  in  imbuing  it  with  a fresh 
treatment  which  partially  overcomes  its 
antiquated  plot  situations  and  char-acter- 
izations.  Gustav  Machaty,  foreign  im- 
port, directed  satisfactorily.  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox delivered  one  of  the  best  in  the 
series  in  “Danger  Island,”  presenting 
further  melodramatic  adventures  of  the 
super-sleuth,  “Mr.  Moto.”  Peter  Milne 
wrote  a business-like,  rapid-moving  script 
and  touched  it  with  welcome  comedy  sit- 
uations which  enhance  the  picture’s  ap- 
peal for  every  type  of  audience.  Herbert 
I.  Leeds’  direction  is  on  a par  with  other 
factors  in  the  picture’s  making,  in  which 
John  Stone  functioned  as  producer.  Third 
of  the  trio  was  Monogram’s  “The  My- 
stery of  Mr.  Wong,”  in  which  Boris  Kar- 
loff, as  the  newest  of  the  screen’s  squad- 
ron of  Oriental  sleuths,  repeats  the  suc- 
cess he  scored  in  his  initial  film.  Con- 
sidering money  expended,  it  rates  high  as 
diverting  mystery  melodrama,  an  achieve- 
ment credited  equally  among  William 
Lackey,  who  produced,  William  Nigh,  who 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Crane  Wilbur,  Warner  writer-director, 
will  address  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  in  Chicago  April  13. 
He  will  take  prints  of  three  of  the  studio's 
historical  short  subjects  for  screenings  at 
the  meeting  . . . Victor  Milner,  Paramount 
cameraman,  has  returned  from  a three- 
week  vacation  in  New  York. 

•jt 

Joel  McCrea,  Frances  Dee  and  their  two 
children  are  vacationing  in  Sun  Valley, 
Idaho  . . . Eddie  Welch,  Paramount  writer, 
is  hack,  at  work  after  a two-week  illness 
. . . Jack  Cummings,  producer  at  Metro, 
is  m from  a three-week  holiday  in  the 
east  . . . Bert  Lahr  has  planed  out  for  New 
York  for  a short  vacation  . . . Mrs.  Eddie 
Hannon,  wife  of  the  Metro  film  editor, 
gave  birth  to  a so?i  at  the  Santa  Monica 
Hospital. 

★ 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Home 
of  Peace  cemetery  here  for  David  Warner, 
brother  of  Harry  M.,  Jack  and  Albert  W. 
Warner,  after  his  death  in  Boston.  Pall- 
bearers included  Hal  Wallis,  Lou  Edelman, 
Harry  Maizlish,  Phil  Selznick,  Charles  R. 
Rogers,  Sam  Bischoff,  Joseph  E.  Schnitzer 
and  Arthur  Klein  . . . Director  Michael 
Curtiz  headed  for  Monterey  with  the  War- 
ner "Family  Reunion”  company  for  two 
weeks  of  location  shooting. 

•k 

Picture  folk  a-plenty  turned  out  for  the 
annual  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  benefit  at  the 
Shrine  Auditorium,  with  Tom  Keene,  Bob 
Hope,  Leo  Carrillo,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr., 
Herbert  Rawlinson,  Frank  Morgan,  Al  Her- 
man and  Don  Wilson  splitting  the  hill  as 
masters  of  ceremonies. 

* 

John  Stone,  20th  Century-Fox  producer, 
and  his  wife  have  returned  from  a New 
York  vacation  . . . Alan  Mowbray  is  bat- 


directed,  and  Scott  Darling,  who  created 
the  script. 


Of  general  program  designation  were 
Hal  Roach’s  “Zenobia,”  for  United  Artists 
release,  and  Universal’s  “Risky  Business.” 
The  Roach  offering  misses  its  mark  by  a 
wide  margin,  despite  the  galaxy  of  comedy 
stars  heading  the  cast,  principally  because 
the  script  is  sadly  lacking  either  in  logi- 
cal story  construction  or  the  side-splitting 
antics  which  the  Roach  name  usually 
guarantees.  Director  Gordon  Douglas 
showed  to  best  advantage  in  slapstick  se- 
quences. “Risky  Business”  is  a workman- 
like gangster  melodrama  with  a radio- 
newspaper gossiper  as  its  hero. 


And,  of  course,  consideration  must  be 
given  the  weekly  contribution  of  cactus 
classics — of  which  one,  Warner’s  “Okla- 
homa Kid,”  is  of  big-time  variety  with 
James  Cagney  metamorphosed  from  the 
environs  of  big-city  gangdom  to  the  bad- 


tling  the  flu  . . . RKO  Radio’s  Studio 
Club  will  hold  its  annual  spring  dance 
at  the  Breakfast  Club  April  1,  with  Errol 
Sanders  in  charge  . . . George  Bruce  has 
headed  for  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  on 
a location-scouting  trip. 

★ 

Producer-Director  Wesley  Ruggles  bade 
adieu  to  Paramount  by  tossing  a party  for 
everyone  at  the  studio  who  was  associ- 
ated in  the  making  of  his  pietures,  from 
grips  and  prop  men  to  Thespians  a?id 
heads  of  departments  . . . Irene  Dunne 
has  slipped  off  to  Chicago  and  thence  to 
Sea  Island,  Ga.,  for  a short  vacation. 

■k 

Mrs.  Jerry  Bresler,  wife  of  the  Metro 
unit  production  manager,  underwent  an 
operation  at  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hos- 
pital . . . William  Saal,  Republic  sales 
executive  and  exploiteer,  has  left  for  Hous- 
ton, Tex.,  to  arrange  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “Man  of  Conquest"  there  April  6. 
* 

The  William  A.  Wellmans  are  parents 
of  a baby  girl,  their  third  child,  horn  at 
the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  Hospital  . . . Claude 
Binyon  is  in  Phoenix  for  a short  vaca- 
tion . . . Monte  Blue  loas  elected  national 
president  of  the  Will  Rogers  Highway 
Ass’n  in  its  annual  conclave  at  Albuquer- 
que, N.  M. 

k 

Louis  B.  Mayer  led  a delegation  of  Metro 
personalities  to  San  Francisco  to  partici- 
pate in  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  luncheon 
sponsored  there  by  Islam  Temple  and  the 
San  Fi'ancisco  Shrine  Club.  Mayer  spoke 
on  “St.  Patrick  and  His  Relation  to  the 
World  Today,”  while  Robert  Taylor  served 
as  master  of  ceremonies.  Others  in  the 
party  were  Howard  Strickling,  Frank  Whit- 
beck,  Etouglas  MacPhail,  Betty  Jaynes  and 
the  “Hardy  Family.”  ...  A local  St. 


lands  of  the  great  open  spaces  and  re- 
flecting admirable  versatility  in  the  ac- 
complishment. As  a celluloid  combination 
of  Robin  Hood,  the  Count  of  Monte  Cristo 
and  Jesse  James,  he  will  have  the  bang- 
bang  fans  holding  onto  their  seats.  A 
rugged  western,  it  was  impressively  pro- 
duced by  Sam  Bischoff,  beautifully  photo- 
graphed, and  innoculated  by  scripters  and 
Director  Lloyd  Bacon  with  enough  enter- 
tainment ingredients,  in  addition  to  a 
brimming  measm'e  of  outdoor  action,  to 
offer  something  of  interest  to  every  type 
of  film  fan.  Paramount’s  "Heritage  of 
the  Desert,”  produced  by  Veteran  Harry 
Sherman,  is  up-to-par  in  the  western  cat- 
egory, delivering  reliable  entertainment  in 
the  best  Zane  Grey  tradition,  although 
Scenarist  Norman  Houston  allowed  the 
action  to  slow  to  a walk  between  chases. 
Lesley  Selander  wielded  the  megaphone. 
RKO  Radio’s  entry,  “Trouble  in  Sun- 
down,” proved  standardly  good  as  one  of 
the  series  of  George  O’Brien  starrers. 


Battle  for  Control 
Of  lATSE  Local 


(Continued  from  page  39) 

state  legislature  on  a proposed  amendment 
to  the  state  labor  code  giving  the  SAG  au- 
thority to  arbitrate  disputes  between 
agents  and  their  clients.  Guild  officials 
declared  they  expected  the  measure  to  be 
passed  and  indicated  negotiations  with  the 
AMG  concerning  the  franchise  plan  would 
then  be  resumed. 

The  SAG’S  Class  “B”  group  has  sched- 
uled April  16  as  the  date  of  its  annual 
election  of  council  members.  The  pres- 
ent council  will  shortly  select  a nominat- 
ing committee,  with  nominations  to  close 
March  27.  Seventeen  new  members  will 
be  elected. 

A court  battle  is  underway,  with  the 
SAG  as  defendant,  in  a $5,000  damage  ac- 
tion filed  by  E.  H.  Bookasta,  an  extra 
whom  the  Guild  suspended  for  “conduct 
unbecoming  a Guild  member.”  The  SAG 
contends  Bookasta  with  fraudulently 
handling  placement  of  other  extras,  while 
Bookasta  asserts  he  was  unrightfully  sus- 
pended. 

Producer  negotiating  committees  are 
still  discussing  demands  by  the  Screen  Set 
Designers  and  the  Society  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture Film  Editors  for  wage  boosts  and 
other  amendments  to  their  present  con- 
tracts. The  film  editors  have  boosted 
their  initiation  fee  from  $250  to  $500,  in  a 
move  to  provide  additional  funds  for  the 
organization. 


Patrick’s  Day  celebration,  sponsored  by  the 
Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick,  was  attended 
by  Pat  O’Brien,  Frank  McHugh,  Dennis 
Morgan  and  Bryan  Foy  from  the  Warner 
studio. 

★ 

Wallaee  Beery  has  returned  from  a 
hasty  business  trip  to  New  York,  on  which 
he  piloted  his  own  plane  . . . Mischa  Auer 
has  left  for  New  York  for  a personal  ap- 
pearance engagement.  A week  in  Chicago 
is  also  scheduled. 

k 

Bartlett  Cormack  has  returned  from 
the  east  to  resume  a scripting  chore  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn  . . . William  Darling, 
20th  Century-Fox  art  director,  is  in 
Wyoming  on  a scouting  trek  ...  In  from 
Florida,  where  “Tarzan  in  Exile”  was  on 
location,  is  Frank  Whitbeck,  Metro  studio 
advertising  chief. 

* 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Monrovia 
for  G.  H.  Glennan,  73,  father  of  T.  Keith 
Glennan,  Paramount  studio  operations 
manager,  and  Gordon  Glennan,  employe 
at  General  Service  studio.  Other  survivors 
are  his  widow  and  a daughter. 

* 

John  Howard,  Paramount  player,  was 
chief  judge  of  a beauty  contest  at  the 
“Queen  Esther”  ball  held  by  the  Mer- 
chants and  Manufacturers  Club  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Los  Angeles  Tuberculosis 
Sanitorium. 


Spearheads 

- 'Continued  from  preceding  page)  - 
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Plays  ....  Possibilities 


Brakes  on  Grinding 
Of  Picture  Mills 

A lull  has  crept  into  the  production 
scene,  the  total  being  filmed  having  drop- 
ped to  40,  with  another  11  being  readied 
for  starts. 

Warner  launched  two,  “Give  Me  a Child” 
and  “Student  Nurse,”  to  register  nine  in 
work.  “Our  Leading  Citizens,”  starring 
Bob  Burns,  went  into  production  at  Para- 
mount, which  is  filming  seven.  RKO  Ra- 
dio and  20th  Century-Pox  are  each  shoot- 
ing five.  RKO  Radio  gunned  “Racket- 
eers’ Roundup”  and  “The  Girl  From 
Mexico,”  while  the  Westwood  studio 
shoved  off  “Young  Mr.  Lincoln”  and 
“Cupid  Goes  to  Press.” 

Columbia  has  three  features  and  a ser- 
ial, including  a new  starter,  “Good  Girls 
Go  to  Paris,  Too,”  in  production.  Uni- 
versal gunned  “The  Sun  Never  Sets”  to 
hit  the  same  pace.  Filming  a trio  is  Re- 
public, which  started  “Three  Texas 
Steers.”  Samuel  Goldwyn  was  to  launch 
“The  Restless  Age”  for  United  Artists, 
while  Edward  Small,  also  a UA  producer, 
is  well  underway  with  “The  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask.” 

Monogram  has  started  “Wolf  Call,”  its 
only  production  at  present.  Metro  took 
a drastic  drop,  listing  no  new  starts  and 
with  only  four  pictures,  aside  from  “Gone 
With  the  Wind,”  in  work. 


Americanism  Emphasis 
In  a New  Story  Buy 

A considerable  spur  has  been  given  the 
film  industry’s  unofficial  campaign  to  in- 
ject Americanism  and  patriotic  themes  into 
forthcoming  output  with  the  announcement 
that  Felix  Young  has  acquired  screen 
rights  to  “Address  Unknown,”  a short 
story  by  Kressman  Taylor,  which  deals 
with  the  Nazi  regime  in  Germany. 

Young  will  produce  it  independently 
for  release,  now  being  negotiated,  through 
a major  company.  Formerly  an  RKO  Ra- 
dio producer,  he  has  set  scripters  to  work 
and  will  get  into  production  within  the 
near  future.  Story  aroused  considerable 
interest  here  and  abroad  when  first  print- 
ed in  Story  Magazine,  as  a result  of  which 
it  was  published  in  book  form  by  Simon 
and  Schuster  and  is  being  translated  into 
several  foreign  languages. 

Other  contributions  to  the  ever-growing 
Americanism  cycle  include  Metro’s  decision 
to  re-issue  “The  Perfect  Tribute,”  a two- 
reel  subject  made  in  1934  with  the  late 
Chic  Sale  starred.  Sale  impersonated 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  delivered  the  “Get- 
tysburg Address.” 

Paramount  is  preparing  an  immediate 
start  on  “Our  Leading  Citizens,”  as  a Bob 
Burns  starrer,  using  an  Irvin  S.  Cobb  story 
as  the  basis. 


Seitz  Draws  “6,000  Enemies" 
George  Seitz  will  direct  “6,000  Enemies,” 
co-featuring  Walter  Pidgeon  and  Ritz 
Johnson,  for  M-G-M.  Lucien  Hubbard  is 
the  producer.  Film  rolls  next  week. 


New  York — Reviews  of  the  new  plays 
which  are  falling  off  steadily  with  the 
gradual  close  of  the  theatre  season  here: 

"Family  Portrait" 

Number  70.  In  three  acts  by  Lenora  Cof- 
fee Cowen  and  William  Joyce  Cowen. 
Staged  by  Margaret  Webster  in  settings 
and  costumes  by  Harry  Horner.  Inci- 
dental music  composed  and  arranged  by 
Lehman  Engel.  Produced  by  Cheryl 
Crawford  in  association  with  Day  Tuttle 
and  Richard  Skinner.  The  play  opened 
at  the  Morosco,  March  8.  In  the  cast 
were  Judith  Anderson,  Evelyn  Varden, 
Miss  Webster,  Norman  Stuart,  Virginia 
Campbell,  James  Harker,  Lois  Austin, 
Tom  Ewell,  Philip  Coolodge,  William 
Foran,  Kathryn  Grill,  Philip  Truex.  The 
critics : 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — ...  a 
simple,  eloquent  and  reverent  picture  of 
the  family  of  Jesus  . . . concerned  with 
the  latter  part  of  the  Savior’s  life  . . . 
Though  Jesus  is  the  central  figure  . . . 
he  is  not  portrayed  on  the  stage.  Judith 
Anderson  gives  the  greatest  performance 
of  her  distinguished  career  as  Mary. 

John  Chapman,  Daily  News  (three 
stars) — Whether  you  will  like  or  dislike 
. . . you  will  come  away  from  it  knowing 
that  Judith  Anderson  . . . has  given  a 
dignified,  gentle,  consistent  and  splendid 
performance  . . . very  beautifully  set  and 
costumed  . . . intelligently  cast  and  sensi- 
tively directed  by  Margaret  Webster  . . . 
It  is  startling  until  you  get  used  to  it  to 
hear  a little  boy  speak  offhand  of  Uncle 
Jesus. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribuiie — 

. . . interesting  and  sometimes  moving 
drama  . . . Lacking  the  eloquence  and 
variety  that  might  have  made  it  a genuine- 
ly distinguished  work  and  without  any 
strikingly  defined  point  of  view.  “Family 
Portrait”  makes  up  in  great  part  for  these 
lacks  by  an  honest  and  straightforward 
simplicity,  a tenderness  of  feeling  and  a 
skillful  use  of  its  own  structural  limita- 
tions . . . Above  all  things,  though,  it  de- 
serves respect  and  attention  because  of  the 
touching,  simple  and  remarkably  lovely 
performance  of  Judith  Anderson. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American — . . . 
should  be  handled  perfectly  or  not  at  all 
. . . while  Judith  Anderson  gives  to  it  a 
glowing  and  unforgettable  performance  of 
great  beauty  and  distinction,  it  is  almost 
the  only  contact  the  play  makes  with  the 
spiritual  grandeur  of  its  exalted  theme  . . . 
It  lacks  deep  feeling  and  imagination  and 
fails  to  kindle  an  emotional  glow  great 
enough  to  touch  the  stage  with  radiance. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — The  drama 
is  no  doubt  a well-meant  one  ...  in  spite 
of  how  reverently  they  may  have  lifted 
their  spades.  Miss  Coffee  and  Mr.  Cowen 
never  do  anything  more  than  dig  around 
on  the  surface  of  their  initial  idea  . . . 
Miss  Anderson’s  performance  of  Mary  is 
one  of  the  finest  she  has  given. 

Richard  Lockridge,  Sun — • ...  a deeply 
poignant  play  . . . Throughout  the  au- 
thors have  written  quietly  and  with  rever- 
ence, but  also  with  marked  theatrical  skill 
. . . There  are,  however,  lapses  in  the 
drama’s  intensity  . . . Miss  Anderson’s  act- 


ing dominates  the  play. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — . . . has  sev- 
eral moments  of  exaltation  . . . But  it  is 
an  idea  that  only  great  writers  can  hope 
to  translate  into  adequate  dramatic 
achievement.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowen  are 
not  that  creative  . . . Much  of  it  seems 
like  idle  chatter  on  the  exterior  of  one  of 
the  world’s  greatest  stories  . . . Out  of  re- 
spect for  Miss  Anderson’s  superb  acting 
in  the  part  of  the  mother,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  writing  is  something  to  mourn. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
It  is  beautiful  and  dignified.  It  breathes 
the  spirit  of  humility  and  tolerance  . . . 
The  dramatization  of  the  story  is  expertly 
done  and  the  staging,  by  that  amazing  and 
brilliant  woman,  Margaret  Webster,  is  a 
triumph  of  splendid  taste  and  supreme 
knowledge  of  values  . . . Miss  Anderson’s 
treatment  ...  is  sublime  in  its  simplicity 
and  humility. 

"First  American  Dictator" 

Number  71.  In  three  acts  by  Nathan 
Sherman  and  Jacob  A.  Weiser.  Staged 
by  Humphrey  Davis  and  produced  by 
George  Lewis  at  the  Bayes,  March  14.  The 
cast  includes  Conrad  Noles,  Oscar  Jacob- 
son, Humphrey  Davis,  Thomas  Daly  and 
Lewis  Fisher.  The  critics: 

R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — . . . about  the  life 
and  death  of  Huey  Long  . . . after  the 
style  of  WPA  Federal  Theatre’s  “Living 
Newspaper”  . . . first  rate  if  judged  by 
amateur  standards. 

Robert  Sylvester,  Daily  News  (two 
stars) — While  the  play  holds  a reasonable 
amount  of  interest  at  all  times,  it  never 
reaches  an  emotional  or  dramatic  crisis 
and  never  becomes  much  more  than  an 
uneven  caricature  of  a contemporary 
legend. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — . . . isn’t 
such  a bad  play,  but,  unfortunately,  judged 
by  any  more  severe  standards  than  that, 
it  is  a clumsy  and  ineffectual  work. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — . . . the  play 
is  a good  deal  better  than  it  appears  in 
the  performance  . . . acting  and  direction 
are  constantly  in  the  way. 

J.  M.  B.,  post — . . . earnest  but  inept 
drama  . . . Although  it  is  poorly  written, 
amateurishly  acted  and  unskilfully  staged, 
it  does  at  least  indicate  that  a good  play 
lurks  in  the  Kingfisher’s  saga. 

R.  L.,  Sun — It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
point  out  that  there  is  a play  in  Long  and 
rather  sad  to  add  that  the  present  authors 
have  not  written  it. 

B.  A.,  Times — As  a drama,  “First 
American  Dictator”  is  practically  a fili- 
buster in  itself. 


Exhibition  Will  Be 
Film-Recorded 

Metro  has  added  "Nickel  Show"  to 
its  early  production  schedule,  tenta- 
tively as  a Spencer  Tracy  starrer. 
Vera  Caspary  is  scripting  as  a story 
of  the  exhibition  end  of  motion  pic- 
tures from  the  nickelodeon  days  down 
to  the  present. 

, 
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Republic  Studios 
Annex  Space 

Tlie  three-year-old  question  as  to  Re- 
public’s housing  problem  in  the  future  has 
been  settled  with  the  announcement  from 
Herbert  Yates,  chairman  of  the  board,  that 
the  company  has  purchased  the  North 
Hollywood  studio  which  it  has  been  leas- 
ing from  the  Guaranty  Liquidating  Ti’ust 
Co.  since  1935.  Selling  price  was  approxi- 
mately $500,000,  toward  which  a substan- 
tial down  payment  has  been  made.  A re- 
bate will  be  granted  on  the  Guaranty  lease, 
which  had  until  Jan.  31,  1940,  to  run. 

Deal  includes  19  acres  of  land,  nine 
sound  stages,  administration  building, 
dressing  rooms  and  various  buildings  de- 
voted to  storage  and  departmental  head- 
quarters. Republic  already  owns  some  30 
acres  of  property  adjoining  the  studio  and, 
according  to  Yates,  will  embark  this  year 
on  a building  expansion  program  including 
the  construction  of  new  stages  and  dress- 
ing rooms  and  an  addition  to  the  ad- 
ministration offices. 


"Little  Old  New  York" 
Rights  to  20th-Fox 

Under  terms  of  its  recently-signed  deal 
with  Cosmopolitan  Productions,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox has  announced  plans  to  re- 
make “Little  Old  New  York,”  one  of  Mar- 
ion Davies’  first  screen  successes.  Cos- 
mopolitan has  turned  over  rights  to  the 
story  to  the  Westwood  plant  and  the  film 
will  bear  the  Cosmo  banner. 


SCRIPTERS 


— C’cklunibia 

CHARLES  LEDERER  to  “The  Ftont  Page." 
Howard  Haw’ks  will  produce  and  direct. 

— Samuel  Goldwyn 

JOHN  BALDERSTON  to  “Raffles.”  which  will 
star  David  Niven, 

— Paramount 

LOU  KAYE  to  “Million  Dollar  Legs,”  which 
Nick  Grinde  will  direct. 

— KKf)  Radio 

MORTON  GRANT  to  “Timber  Stampede.” 
George  O’Brien  western  which  Bert  Gilroy  will 
produce. 

MICHAEL  BLANKFORT  to  “Salute  to  Hate.” 

— Republic 

GERALD  GERAGHTT  to  an  untitled  Gene 
Autry  Western. 

JACK  TOWNLEY  and  TAYLOR  CAVEN  to  a 
“Higgins  Family”  original. 

ELLIOTT  GIBBONS  polishing  !‘Flight  at  Mid- 
night,” which  will  feature  Roscoe  Turner. 

— Harry  Sherman 

NORMAN  HOUSTON  to  “Knights  of  the  Range,” 
a Zane  Grey  original,  to  be  made  for  Paramount 
release. 

— ^Oth  Century-Fox 

SADA  COWAN  to  “The  Family  Upstairs.” 
SONYA  LEVIEN  to  “Red  Cross  Nurse.” 

— I niversal 

PETER  MILNE  to  “Backstage  Phantom,”  which 
Edmund  Grainger  will  produce  and  Joe  May  will 
direct.  Irene  Hervey  and  William  Gargan  have 
the  leads. 

ROBERTSON  WHITE  to  “They  Can’t  Hang 
Me.”  a Crime  Club  mystery. 

— Warner  Bros. 

FRED  NIBLO  jr.,  to  “Lighthorse  Harry,”  a 
football  story. 

W.  R.  BURNETT  teamed  with  CHARLES 
BLAKE  on  “John  Dillinger,  Outlaw.” 


Options 


— Columbia 

JOHN  SCHWARTZ  signed  on  one-picture  di- 
rectorial deal,  joining  the  Irving  Briskin  pro- 
duction unit. 

RITA  HAYWORTH,  actress,  held  for  another 
term. 

KARL  BROWN  signs  writing  ticket,  going  into 
the  Irving  Briskin  production  unit. 

— Metro 

ROBERT  THOEREN  signs  long-term  writing 
contract. 

BETTY  JAYNES  wins  new  acting  contract  and 
role  in  “Babes  in  Arms.” 

LYNN  CARVER  given  renewal  of  acting  con- 
tract. 

GREER  GARSON,  Irish  actress,  handed  new 
contract. 

SAM  MESSENHEIMER  signed  as  composer  and 
arranger. 

ARNAUD  D’USSEAU  joins  Joseph  Mankiewicz’s 
production  unit  as  a writer. 

— Paramount 

ALFRED  NEWMAN  signed  as  musical  direc- 
tor on  the  Bing  Crosby  starrer,  “The  Star  Maker.” 
— KKO  Radio 

GEORGE  STEVENS  handed  new  producer-di- 
rector contract. 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  draws  new  contract  to 
make  six  comedy  shorts. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS  signed  new  director-writer 


contract  in  the  short  subjects  division. 

CHARLES  COBURN  signs  two-picture  acting 
deal,  to  appear  in  “Little  Mother”  and  “Memory 
of  Love.” 

— Selznick  International 

WINSTON  MILLER  signs  writing  termer. 

— Charles  R.  Rogers 

LEON  TYLER  SPERL,  five;  JOYCE  ARLEEN 
NOVOTNY,  seven,  and  JACQUELINE  OSSKO, 
nine,  given  term  acting  contracts,  approved  by 
Superior  Court  Judge  Emmett  Wilson. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

JEAN  ROGERS,  actress,  held  for  another  term. 
W.  B.  IHNEN  retained  for  another  year  as  art 
director. 

KAY  GRIFFITH,  stock  actress,  held  for  a year. 
— Universal 

“SANDY”  HENVILLE,  11-month-old  baby  who 
appeared  in  “East  Side  of  Heaven,”  given  long- 
term acting  contract. 

ROBERT  CUMMINGS  given  term  acting  con- 
tract. 

JOE  MAY  given  new  one-picture  contract  to 
direct  “Backstage  Phantom.” 

— Warner  Bros, 

LEE  KATZ  draws  new  writing  ticket. 
RICHARD  MACAULAY  given  new  one-year 
writing  ticket. 

TERRY  MORSE,  director,  given  new  contract. 
JOHN  PAYNE  given  new  term  acting  contract. 
His  next  assignment  is  “Fishing  Fleet.” 


20th-Fox  Parleys 
On  New  Season 

With  Herman  Webber,  general  sales 
manager,  returning  from  a short  trip  to 
San  Francisco,  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
and  President  Sidney  R.  Kent  coming  in 
from  vacations  on  the  desert,  studio  con- 
ferences on  20th  Century-Fox’s  1939-40 
production  program  are  underway  in  earn- 
est. Kent  and  Wobber  checked  in  from 
New  York  last  week  and  are  sitting  in  with 
Darryl  Zanuck,  William  Goetz  and 
Schenck  from  the  studio.  The  company’s 
annual  sales  convention  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  next  month. 

For  the  same  purpose,  William  F.  Rod- 
gers, Metro’s  general  sales  manager,  ar- 
rived at  the  studio.  He  has  been  in  con- 
ference with  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  other 
plant  executives,  preparatory  to  trekking 
to  Chicago  at  the  end  of  the  month,  when 
the  M-G-M  convention  will  take  place. 

After  a week  in  New  York  in  connec- 
tion with  his  employer’s  lawsuit  against 
United  Artists,  James  Roosevelt,  vice- 
president  of  the  Goldwyn  organization, 
has  returned  to  his  Hollywood  office.  He 
will  remain  here  some  weeks  before  again 
trekking  eastward. 

Preceding  a studio  contingent  which 
was  to  attend  the  world  premiere  of  “I’m 
From  Missouri”  at  the  Newman  Theatre 
March  16,  Robert  Gillham,  Paramount 
publicity- director,  pulled  out  for  Kansas 
City.  He  was  followed  by  Judith  Barrett 
and  Lynne  Overman,  who  appear  in  the 
Bob  Bums  picture,  and  Jack  Dailey  of 
the  studio  advertising  department.  Gill- 
ham  served  as  advance  guard. 

Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus,  president  of 
Technicolor,  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  spending  several  months  in  New 
York,  England  and  the  European  con- 
tinent. He  and  local  executives  of  the 
color  company  will  embark  shortly  on 
conferences  concerning  Technicolor’s  com- 
mitments for  the  spring  and  summer. 


Switches  Cameramen 

David  O.  Selznick  has  switched  camera- 
men on  “Gone  With  the  Wind.”  Taking 
over  the  lensing  duties  is  Ernest  Haller, 
with  Arthur  Arling  as  assistant,  replacing 
Lee  Garmes  and  Assistant  Roy  Clark. 


Breens  Next  Titled 

Sol  Lesser’s  next  Bobby  Breen  starrer 
has  been  titled  “Boy  Who  Cried  Wolf.” 
Story,  dealing  with  modern  U.  S.  trade 
conditions  in  South  America,  was  written 
by  Herbert  C.  Lewis  and  Ian  Hunter. 


STORY  BUYS 


— Grand  National 

“Seven  Miles  From  Alcatraz,”  by  Joseph  Carole. 
— Metro 

“Witch  of  the  Wilderness,”  by  Desmond  Hold- 
ridge.  King:  Vidor  'will  direct  and  Mervyn  Le- 
Roy  is  the  producer. 

— Paramount 

“The  Story  of  Edinburgh  Castle,”  by  Le-wis 
Weirter,  for  use  as  a research  medium  in  connec- 
tion with  “Knights  of  the  Round  Table,”  an  Al- 
bert Lewin  production. 

“Danger  Signal,”  by  Phyllis  Bottom©.  Patricia 
Morison  will  be  featured  and  Henry  Hathaway 
will  direct. 

— KKO  Radio 

“Anne  of  Windy  Poplars,”  by  L.  M.  Mont- 
gomery. It  is  a sequel  to  “Anne  of  Green 
Gables”  and  will  be  adapted  as  a vehicle  for 
Anne  Shirley. 

— Republic 

“Suicide  Squad,”  by  George  Clark  and  Prescott 
Chaplin. 

— AVarner  Bros. 

“Benefit  of  Mankind,”  by  Marvin  Wald.  Wald 
has  been  signed  to  script  as  a John  Garfield 
starrer. 

“The  Crimson  Alibi,’*  by  George  Broadhurst. 
Bryan  Foy  will  produce  on  the  1939-40  schedule. 


Directs  "Ex-Champ" 

Universal  has  signed  Phil  Rosen  to  direct 
“Ex-Champ,”  with  Tom  Brown  heading  the 
cast  and  Burt  Kelly  producing.  The  pic- 
ture rolls  soon. 
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Second  in  Lecture 
Series  by  Pichel 

The  Associated  Film  Audiences  sche- 
duled its  second  in  a series  of  eight  lec- 
tures on  the  film  industry,  with  Irving 
Pichel  as  the  speaker,  and,  additionally, 
announced  plans  to  publish  a monthly 
bulletin  titled  “Film  News,”  containing  re- 
views of  current  picture  fare.  The  first 
edition  carries  a complete  story  concern- 
ing the  filming  by  Warner  of  “Confessions 
of  a Nazi  Spy.” 

Pichel,  a member  of  the  HANL  and  the 
MPAC,  will  serve  as  chairman  at  a mass 
meeting  of  the  Los  Angeles  Local  of  the 
German-American  League  for  Culture, 
called  for  March  19  to  demonstrate  the 
loyalty  of  thousands  of  German-Ameri- 
cans  to  the  United  States. 

Philip  Dunne,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Donald 
Ogden  Stewart  and  Prank  Tuttle,  as  Hol- 
lywood sponsors,  attended  an  open-house 
at  the  new  headquarters  of  the  Western 
Consumers’  Union’s  local  branch,  while 
Gale  Sondergaard  was  hostess  at  an  art 
exhibition  at  the  Brentwood  Country 
Club,  proceeds  from  which  were  allocated 
for  relief  of  German  refugees. 

Cinecolor  Formally  Opens 
New  Processing  Plant 

Cinecolor,  Inc.,  has  formally  and  of- 
ficially opened  the  doors  of  its  new  $250,- 
000  processing  laboratory  and  plant  in 
Burbank.  A one-story  structure  with 
basement,  the  building  occupies  45,000 
square  feet  on  a three-acre  site.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of 
the  investment  represents  facilities  and 
specially-designed  machinery  to  enable 
processing  of  1,000,000  feet  of  film  per 
week,  which  can  be  stepped  up  to  5,- 
000,000  feet  without  taxing  the  setup. 

Currently  confined  to  two-color  treat- 
ment, the  plant  will,  within  a month,  em- 
bark on  three-color  work  with  the  in- 
stallation of  machinery  to  handle  such 
work.  Construction  and  installation  of 
equipment  was  carried  out  under  direc- 
tion of  William  Prynne,  secretary  of  Cine- 
color. The  setup  includes  a technical  de- 
partment, film  handling  department,  pro- 
duction room,  projection  room  and  film 
vaults,  all  air  conditioned.  Cinecolor  per- 
sonnel at  present  numbers  50,  headed  by 
A.  L.  McCormick  as  president,  treasurer 
and  general  manager. 

Personal  Tour  Market 
Active  in  Hollywood 

Upon  completion,  within  the  next  two 
weeks,  of  “North  of  Singapore,”  her  cur- 
rent starring  film  at  Paramount,  Anna 
May  Wong  will  leave  for  Australia  on  a 
12-week  personal  appearance  engagement. 

Charles  Starrett,  Columbia  cowboy  ac- 
tor, left  for  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  to 
participate  in  the  Will  Rogers  Highway 
fiesta  staged  there.  Leo  Carrillo  also 
appeared  as  master  of  ceremonies  at  the 
rodeo  which  was  a feature  of  the  cele- 
bration. 

George  O’Brien,  RKO  Radio’s  western 


. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 

HERITAGE  OF  THE  DESERT  (Para)— Stand- 
ard western  fare  true  to  the  formula  of 
Zane  Grey,  from  whose  book  it  was 
adapted.  Although  the  action  lags  be- 
tween chases  there's  sufficient  gunplay  to 
satisfy  the  sage-brush  fans  and  the  cast 
is  acceptable.  Donald  Woods,  Evelyn  Ven- 
able. Harry  Sherman  produced:  Lesley 
Selander  directed. 

I'M  FROM  MISSOURI  (Para)— Bob  Bums  en- 
ters the  mule  business  in  a very  unfunny 
venture.  With  the  exception  of  occasional 
gags,  a meandering  screenplay  strains  for 
scattered  laughs.  Gladys  George  is  mis- 
cast in  a supporting  role.  Paul  Jones  pro- 
duced; Theodore  Reed  directed. 

SERGEANT  MADDEN  (M-G-M)— Glorifies  the 
American  cop,  but  aside  from  the  great 
performance  by  Beery  and  the  punchy  cli- 
max, it  has  little  to  offer  as  diverting  en- 
tertainment. The  story  goes  off  deep  into 
hokum  and  the  plot  development  is  un- 
believable. Wallace  Beery,  Laraine  John- 
son. J.  Walter  Ruben  produced;  Josef  von 
Sternberg  directed. 

SUDDEN  MONEY  (Para)— While  there  are  a 
few  redeeming  interludes,  this  lame  at- 
tempt at  comedy  is  stretched  thin  for 
laughs.  Improbable  story  situations  punc- 
tuate the  film,  which  deals  with  an  aver- 
age American  family  and  what  it  does 
with  first  prize  money  from  a sweepstakes. 
Charles  Ruggles.  Marjorie  Rambeau, 
Charles  Grapewin.  Nick  Grinde  directed. 

THEY  MADE  HER  A SPY  (RKO)— A well 
handled,  timely  melodrama  concerning 
espionage  and  attempts  to  sabotage 
United  States  defenses.  Sally  Eilers,  as 
heroine,  delivers  in  true  dime-novel 
fashion.  Robert  Sisk  produced;  Jack  Hively 
directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Hobbs  Joins  Paramount 
Publicity  Department 

Harlan  Hobbs  has  replaced  Vern  Parten 
on  Paramount’s  studio  publicity  staff.  Par- 
ten  resigned  after  five  years  to  devote  full 
time  to  radio  writing.  Hobbs,  former  drama 
editor  on  a Little  Rock,  Ark.,  newspaper, 
handled  publicity  and  exploitation  through 
the  midwest  on  Paramount’s  “Arkansas 
Traveler.” 


star,  has  returned  from  a short  p.a.  tour 
to  Texas,  during  which  he  appeared  at 
San  Angelo,  Sweetwater,  Colorado  and 
Big  Springs.  Perry  Lieber,  studio  pub- 
licist, accompanied  him. 


J.  D.  Trop  Future 
Plans  Uncertain 

J.  D.  Trop  has  sold  out  his  interest  as 
vice-president,  general  manager  and  as- 
sociate producer  in  Harry  Sherman  Pro- 
ductions. Trop,  who  aided  Sherman  in 
forming  the  company  more  than  fom- 
years  ago,  declared  the  parting  was  amic- 
able and  was  made  because  his  duties  with 
the  company  interfered  with  his  plans  for 
the  future.  Not  definite  as  yet,  these  in- 
clude a possible  association  with  one  of 
two  major  studios  in  a production  capa- 
city. Trop  expects  to  make  a definite 
announcement  concerning  his  new  affilia- 
tion within  two  weeks. 

Henry  Henigson  has  been  named  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Myron  Selznick 
agency.  He  was  associated  with  Selznick 
in  the  latter’s  now  defunct  Ernst  Lubitsch 
Productions,  and,  previously  had  been  gen- 
eral manager  at  Universal  and  a pro- 
ducer at  both  Paramount  and  M-G-M. 
His  new  post  with  Selznick  was  last  held 
by  A1  Kaufman,  who  resigned  more  than 
a year  ago. 

Hal  Roach  has  boosted  Prank  Ross  to 
a vice-presidency,  performing  the  duties 
which  were  done  by  Milton  Bren  before 
the  latter  resigned  to  go  over  to  M-G-M. 
Ross  has  been  production  assistant  on 
the  Roach  lot  for  two  years.  His  first 
task  will  be  to  aid  Roach  in  mapping  the 
United  Artists  producer’s  1939-40  pro- 
gram, which  will  comprise  six  pictures 
at  a budget  allowance  of  $5,000,000. 

Carpenters,  teamsters,  electricians  and 
other  construction  craftsmen  at  both 
M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Pox  are  ex- 
periencing a lull  in  work  calls,  the  two 
plants  having  tapered  off  considerably  in 
their  production  activities.  M-G-M,  its 
program  nearly  completed,  will  carry  on 
picture-making  at  a slow  pace  until  late 
spring,  while  20th  Century-Pox  has  no 
production  spurts  scheduled  until  after 
its  sales  convention  in  Chicago  next 
month.  Approximately  2,000  workers 
have  felt  the  axe  at  Metro  during  the  last 
few  days. 

Pascal  Denies  Deal  for 
"Maximilian"  Rights 

New  York — Gabriel  Pascal  denies  by 
London  cable  Hollywood  reports  that  he 
has  acquired  rights  to  “Maximilian”  by 
Miguel  C.  Torres  for  two  foreign  versions, 
as  reported  in  Boxoffice  last  week  from 
Hollywood.  Pascal  wired; 

“Five  years  ago  we  made  a deal  to  make 
the  picture  in  English  and  Italian  versions. 
The  deal  was  definitely  cancelled  the  same 
year.  Since  then  I never  saw  nor  heard 
again  from  Miguel  Torres.  For  the  time 
being  I don’t  dream  of  making  any  of  my 
pictures  in  Italian  or  German  versions 
and  my  friendship  with  Jack  Warner 
would  forbid  me  to  enter  into  such  a silly 
idea  as  this  Mexican  producer  suggests.” 


Bischoff  Draws  "Dillinger" 

Sam  Bischoff  has  been  assigned  to  pro- 
duce “John  Dillinger,  Outlaw,”  starring 
Humphrey  Bogart,  for  Warner. 
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STARTING 


J GOOD  GIKLS  GO  TO  PARIS,  TOO— Joan  Blon- 
Q dell,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Walter  Connolly.  Pro- 
y ducer:  William  Perlberg.  Director;  Al  Hall. 
Original:  Lenore  Coffee,  William  Joyce  Cowen. 


WELL  ALONG 


MISSING  DAUGHTERS — Richard  Arlen,  Rochelle 
Hudson.  Isabel  Jewell,  Marian  Marsh,  Charles 
MacAvoy,  Lorna  Gray,  James  Craig.  Producer; 
Jack  Fier.  Director;  C.  C.  Coleman. 


COMPLETED 


BLINIi  AIjBKY  — Rose  Stradner,  Ann  Dvorak, 
Melville  Cooper,  Chester  Morris,  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Joan  Perry.  Producer:  Fred  Kohlmar.  Direc- 
tor: Charles  Vidor. 


Z 


o 


A HUNDRED  TO  ONE — Melvyn  Douglas,  Louise 
Platt,  Gene  Lockhart,  Paul  Irving,  Roger  Im- 
hof,  H.  B.  Warner,  Florence  George.  Producer: 
2 Harry  Rapf.  Director:  Leslie  Fenton.  Original; 

Pauline  London,  Alfred  Taylor. 

V IT'S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD— Claudette  Col- 

2 bert,  James  Stewart,  Frances  Drake,  Ernest 

Truex,  Guy  Kibbee,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Nat  Pen- 
dleton. Producer:  Louis  D.  Lighten.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 


STREETS  OF  NEW  YORK— Jackie  Cooper,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds,  Martin  Spellman,  Libby  Tay- 
lor, Dick  Purcell,  June  Martel.  Producer:  W.  T. 
Lackey.  Director;  William  Nigh.  Original 
Screenplay:  Robert  Andrews. 


o 

z 

o 
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M'OLF  CALL — John  Carroll,  Movita.  Producer: 
Paul  Malvern.  Director:  George  Waggner. 
Original:  Jack  London.  Screenplay:  Joseph 
West. 


SO(’IETV  LAWYER  — Walter  Pidgeon,  Virginia 
Bruce,  Ann  Morriss,  Clarence  Kolb,  Eduardo 
Ciannelli,  Leo  Carrillo,  Lee  Bowman.  Producer: 
Louis  D.  Lighten.  Director:  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

lA'CKY  NIGHT — Myrna  Loy,  Robert  Taylor,  Doug- 
las Fowley.  Producer:  Louis  D.  Lighten.  Direc- 
tor: Norman  Taurog.  Original:  Oliver  Claxton. 
Screenplay:  Grover  Jones,  Vincent  Lawrence. 


MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS — Betty  Grable,  John 
Hartley,  Donald  O’Connor.  Producer:  William 
J C.  Thomas.  Director:  Nick  Grinde.  Screen- 

^ play:  Lou  Kaye. 

2 Olli  l.K.iDING  CITIZENS — Bob  Burns,  Susan 
Hayward,  Joseph  Allen.  Producer:  George  Ar- 
thur. Director:  Al  Santell.  Original:  Irvin  S. 
Cobb. 


NORTH  OF  SINGAPORE— Anna  May  Wong,  J. 
Carrol  Naish,  Anthony  Quinn,  Ernest  Truex, 
Eric  Blore,  Rudolph  Forster.  Producer:  Eu- 
gene Zukor.  Director:  Kurt  Neumann. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  BULLDOG  DRUMMOND — John 
Howard,  Heather  Angel,  E.  E.  Clive,  Eduardo 
Ciannelli,  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Reginald  Denny. 
Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  James 
Hogan. 


SOME  LIKE  IT  HOT — Bob  Hope,  Shirley  Ross, 
Gene  Krupa  and  Orchestra,  Una  Merkel,  Ber- 
nard Nedell,  Rufe  Davis,  Judith  Barrett,  Harry 
Barris.  Producer:  William  Thomas.  Director: 
George  Archainbaud.  Original  Screenplay:  Laura 
and  S.  J.  Perelman. 


THE  (iIRL  FROM  3IEXICO— Lupe  Velez,  Donald 
Woods,  Leon  Errol.  Donald  McBride.  Producer: 
O Robert  Sisk.  L'>irector:  Les  Goodwins.  Original: 

W Lionel  Houser.  Screenplay:  Lionel  Houser, 

® Joseph  Fields, 


UNTITLED— C iene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  June 
Storey.  Dorothy  Granger,  Colorado  Hillbillies. 
Producer:  Harry  Grey.  Director:  B.  Reeves 
Eason.  Screenplay:  Gerald  Geraghty. 


G-DOG — Tim  Holt,  Virginia  Weidler,  Janet  Shaw, 
Frank  M.  Thomas,  Edythe  Elliott,  Elisabeth  Ris- 
don.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Director:  David 
Howard.  Original:  Earl  Johnson,  Guy  K.  Austin. 
Screenplay:  Morton  Grant. 

lATTLE  MOTHER — ^Ginger  Rogers,  David  Niven, 
Charles  Coburn,  Frank  Albertson,  Horace  Mac- 
Mahon,  Barbara  Pepper.  Producer:  Buddy  De- 
Sylva.  Director:  Garson  Kanin.  Original  Screen- 
play: Norman  Krasna. 


THREE  TEXAS  STEERS — John  Wayne,  Max  Ter- 
hune,  Ray  Corrigan.  Producer:  William  Berke. 
Director:  George  Sherman.  Screenplay:  Betty 
Burbridge. 


SORORITY  HOUSE — Anne  Shirley,  James  Ellison, 
June  Storey,  Doris  Jordan,  Barbara  Read.  Pro- 
ducer: Robert  Sisk.  Director:  John  Farrow. 
Original:  Mary  Coyle  Chase.  Screenplay:  Dalton 
Trumbo. 


STREET  OF  MISSING  MEN— Charles  Bickford. 
Harry  Carey,  Tommy  Ryan,  Guinn  Williams, 
Mabel  Todd,  Nana  Bryant,  Regis  Toomey.  Pro- 
ducer: Armand  Schaeffer.  Director:  Sidney  Sal- 
kow.  Original:  William  Rankin,  Eleanore  Grif- 
fin. Screenplay:  Leonard  Lee,  Frank  Dolan. 

FRONTIER  EXPRESS — Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart, 
Raymond  Hatton,  Monte  Blue.  Producer:  Joe 
Kane.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 


SECOND  FIDDLE  — Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power, 
Rudy  Vallee,  Shirley  Ross,  Edna  Mae  Oliver. 
Producer:  Gene  Markey.  Director:  Sidney  Lan- 
Q field.  Original:  George  Bradshaw.  Screenplay: 

U4  Harry  Tugend. 

►j*  VOl'NG  MR.  LINCOLN — Henry  Fonda,  Arleen 
C Whelan,  Richard  Cromwell,  Pauline  Moore, 

® Alice  Brady,  Marjorie  Weaver,  Eddie  Quillan, 

Eddie  Collins,  Ward  Bond,  Spencer  Charters. 
Producer:  Kenneth  Maegowan.  Director:  John 
Ford. 


RETURN  OF  THE  CISCO  KID — Warner  Baxter, 
Lynn  Bari,  Henry  Hull,  Cesar  Romero,  Kane 
Richmond,  Harold  Huber,  C.  Henry  Gordon. 
Producer:  Kenneth  Maegowan.  Director:  Her- 
bert I.  Leeds. 

BOY'  FRIEND — Jane  Withers,  Arleen  Whelan, 
Richard  Bond,  Warren  Hymer,  David  Newell. 
Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  James  Tinling. 
Original  Screenplay:  Barry  Trivers,  Joseph  Hoff- 
man. 


ROSE  OF  WASHINGTON  SQUARE— Alice  Faye, 
Al  Jolson,  Douglas  Fowley,  Tyrone  Power,  Marie 
Wilson,  E.  E.  Clive,  Paul  Irving.  Producer: 
Nunnally  Johnson.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 
Screenplay:  Nunnally  Johnson. 

THE  GORILLA— The  Ritz  Brothers,  Anita  Louise, 
Patsy  Kelly,  Kane  Richmond,  Joseph  Calleia, 
Bela  Lugosi,  Lionel  Atwill,  Wally  Vernon.  Pro- 
ducer: Harry  Joe  Brown.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 
Original:  Ralph  Spence.  Screenplay:  Rian 

James,  Sid  Silvers. 


THE  IVL\N  IN  THE  IRON  MASK— Louis  Hay- 
ward, Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William,  Walter 
^ Kingsford,  Peter  Cushing.  Producer:  Edward 

O Small.  Director:  James  Whale.  Original:  Alex- 

ander Dumas.  Screenplay:  Frederick  Jackson. 


, THE  SUN  NEV'ER  SL]TS — Douglas  Fairbanks  jr., 
^ Basil  Rathbone,  Barbara  O’Neil.  Producer: 

^ liowland  V.  Lee.  Director;  Rowland  V.  Lee. 
^ Screenplay:  W.  P.  Lipscomb. 


15IG  TOW'N  CZAR — Barton  MacLane,  Eve  Arden, 
Jack  LaRue,  Frank  Jenks,  Horace  MacMahon, 
Ed  Sullivan,  Clyde  Dilson.  Producer:  Ken  Gold- 
smith. Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Original:  Ed 
Sullivan.  Screenplay:  Edmund  Hartmann. 

FOR  LOVE  OR  MONEY— Robert  Kent,  June  Lang, 
Addison  Richards,  Ed  Brophy,  Richard  Lane. 
Producer:  Max  Golden.  Director:  Al  Rogell. 
Original  Screenplay:  Timothy  Carroll. 


THE  FAMILY  NEXT  DOOR— Hugh  Herbert,  Ruth 
Donnelly,  Joy  Hodges,  Bennie  Bartlett,  Eddie 
Quillan,  Juanita  Quigley.  Producer:  Max  Gol- 
den. Director:  Frank  Strayer.  Original  Screen- 
play: Mortimer  Offner. 


e 
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KNEMY  AGENT — Margaret  Lindsay,  Boris  Kar- 
loff, Bruce  Lester,  Marix  Wrixon.  Producer: 
Mark  Ilellinger.  Director:  Terry  Morse.  Screen- 
play: Lee  Katz. 

I'ONFESSIONS  OF  A NAZI  SPY  — Edward  G. 
Robinson,  George  Sanders,  Dorothy  Tree,  Lya 
Lys,  Francis  Lederer,  Paul  Lukas.  Producer: 
Bryan  Foy.  Director:  Anatole  Lltvak.  Screen- 
play: Milton  Krims,  Leon  Turrou. 


They  Won  for  the  Ogden — 

Copping  the  Clayton  Long  Trophy  as  the  ace  house  in  the  Fox  Iiitermoun- 
tain  group,  the  happy  employes  line  up  above  as  follows:  Standing — W.  M. 
Fonrow,  W.  C.  Kimmins,  C.  W.  Carstarphen,  George  Thomas,  H.  A.  Good- 
ridge  (manager) . G.  C.  Retalia,  and  Albino  Bonan.  Sitting — Ben  Slack. 
Ervin  Ford,  John  Booth,  Mary  Lou  Stanfield,  Robert  R.  Dane  (assistant 
manager,  with  the  cup),  Mary  Jane  Llewellyn,  Nelson  Opplyn  and  Claron 
Sickafoose. 


Record  Falls  to 
"Pygmalion" 

Los  Angeles — A new  all-time  record, 
exclusive  of  roadshow  bookings,  has 
been  set  by  "Pygmalion"  at  the  Four 
Star  Theatre,  when  the  film  went  into 
its  12th  week.  Grosses  for  the  first 
11  stanzas,  according  to  Manager 
Bruce  Fowler,  topped  $60,000 — an  aver- 
age of  approximately  $5,500  a week. 
Best  previous  record  was  chalked  up 
by  United  Artists'  "Algiers,"  which  ran 
11  weeks  and  dragged  $42,000  into  the 
cash  drawer.  "Pygmalion"  is  set  for 
at  least  another  month,  Fowler  said. 


ITO  Officials  and 
Rodgers  Confer 


Denver — The  Ogden  Theatre  here  has 
just  been  designated  as  the  “No.  1”  the- 
atre of  the  Fox  Intermountain’s  68  active 
theatres,  and  in  recognition  of  this,  has 
been  awarded  the  “Clayton  Long  Tro- 
phy,” an  embellished  and  engraved  27- 
inch  loving  cup.  This  trophy  is  awarded 
each  year  after  minute  scrutiny  of  every 
point  of  theatre  operation  by  the  execu- 
tives and  heads  of  the  four  districts  of 
this  division.  Eight  points  are  used  as  a 
base.  They  are  personnel,  management, 
efficiency,  cleanliness,  safety,  courtesy, 
public  popularity  and  loyalty.  It  was 
stated  that  “the  winning  theatre  must  be 


George  Watters  Winner 
Again  in  FWC  Contest 

Los  Angeles — George  Watters,  publicity- 
advertising director  for  Grauman’s  Chi- 
nese and  Loew’s  State  theatres  here,  won 
first  prize  for  the  second  time  in  seven 
weeks,  in  the  weekly  exploitation  contest 
Fox  West  Coast  is  conducting  as  a part 
of  its  current  business  drive.  Watters 
copped  $50.  Second  award,  $30,  went  to 
Lloyd  Howell,  of  the  Fox  Theatre  in  Wat- 
sonville, while  Bert  Jackson,  manager  of 
the  Granada  in  Inglewood,  took  third  place 
and  $20. 


Film  or  No  Film,  It's 
Money  That  Talks 

Bakersfield,  Cal. — Manager  Robert 
Cottom  of  the  Fox  Nile  Theatre,  a Fox 
West  Coast  house,  is  becoming  con- 
vinced that  the  names  of  the  pictures 
he  books  there  don't  mean  a thing. 
Over  the  weekend  he  programmed  Uni- 
versal's "You  Can't  Cheat  an  Honest 
Man"  and  carefully  placed  the  receipts 
therefrom  in  the  theatre  safe. 

Soon  thereafter,  Cottom  woefully  re- 
ported, some  person  or  persons  un- 
known, rifled  the  strongbox  and 
walked  off  with  several  hundred  dol- 
lars— exact  amount  as  yet  undeter- 
mined. 


in  tip-top  shape,  the  entire  staff  must 
be  cooperative,  loyal,  efficient,  and  phy- 
sical operation  of  the  theatre,  especially 
from  the  patron’s  standpoint,  must  be 
flawless.”  Prior  to  this  award,  the  Ogden 
has  received  two  other  prizes  for  efficient 
operation:  one  the  Rick  Ricketson  (divi- 
sion manager)  award,  a silver  plaque,  won 
in  competition  with  the  other  11  Fox  Den- 
ver theatres,  and  the  year’s  mainten- 
ance award,  also  won  in  the  Denver  group. 
This  was  a cash  bonus  to  the  mainten- 
ance staff.  The  cup  and  plaque  are  shown 
in  the  photo.  The  Ogden  is  the  first 
theatre  to  win  all  three  awards. 


Books  "Lady  Vanishes" 

Los  Angeles — The  Four  Star  Tlieatre 
has  booked  “The  Lady  Vanishes,”  a GB 
picture,  as  its  next  attraction,  opening 
March  22.  “Pygmalion,”  cm-rent  attrac- 
tion, will  wind  up  its  record-breaking  en- 
gagement after  a 13-week  run. 


Los  Angeles — Problems  of  independent 
exhibitors  in  this  territory  were  discussed 
briefly  in  a conference  between  William 
Rodgers,  Metro  sales  chief,  and  A1  Gal- 
ston  and  Robert  Poole,  respectively  presi- 
dent and  executive  secretary  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and 
Ariz.  Galston  termed  the  meeting  as  mere- 
ly a “friendly  visit”  and  declared  the  status 
of  the  exhibitor-distributor  trade  practice 
code,  a copy  of  which  the  ITO  has  been 
expecting  for  some  time,  was  not  touched 
upon. 

Rodgers,  who  is  chairman  of  the  distri- 
butor committee  which  aided  in  drafting 
the  code,  has  been  at  the  M-G-M  studio 
conferring  with  executives  preparatory  to 
the  company’s  annual  sales  convention  in 
Chicago.  Galston’s  latest  report  is  that 
the  trade-practice  agreement  is  stiU  in  the 
hands  of  the  distributors’  attorneys  in  New 
York. 


Inside  Stull  at  the  Warner  Meet — 

Sid  Rose,  Omaha  branch  manager  for  Warner,  confides  in  William 
Shartin  of  Seattle  and  Ralph  Kinsler  of  Cincinnati.  Kinsler  ascends  to 
the  managership  following  transfer  of  Al  Shmitken  to  the  San  Francisco 
office. 
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JS^  LETTER  from  Stan  Gustafson  ex- 
plains his  sudden  disappearance  after 
a couple  of  days  on  the  Row.  He  is  now 
manager  of  the  Avalon  in  Clatskanie,  Ore. 
Stan,  for  years  with  Paramount  exchanges 
in  Seattle  and  Portland  and  later  manag- 
ing theatres  in  Salem,  Ore.,  popped  up 
on  the  Row  a couple  of  weeks  ago  and 
announced  his  intentions  of  staying  in  our 
fair  city.  Now  back  in  harness,  he  tells 
of  a very  nice  theatre  that  is  doing  a good 
business.  Merle  Harrington  was  formerly 
the  manager  and  he  has  been  transferred 
to  White  Salmon  where  he  will  headquar- 
ter at  the  Cameo,  keeping  his  eye  on  two 
other  towns,  Bingen  and  Stevenson.  All 
houses  are  in  the  Percy  circuit. 

Marian  Anderson,  playing  the  Music 
Hall  this  week,  did  the  outstanding  busi- 
ness of  the  town.  The  house  was  jammed 
every  performance  with  lovers  of  music 
and  also  curiosity  seekers  who  wanted  to 
get  a look  at  the  colored  artist  who  made 
headlines  by  being  refused  a hall  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  by  the  DAR  . . . Frances 
Sibley,  private  secretary  to  Bill  Forman, 
general  manager  of  the  Sterling  chain, 
has  left  for  San  Francisco  and  the  Fair. 
Seems  that  a few  weeks  ago  Sally  Rand 
made  a personal  appearance  at  the  Palo- 
mar  here  and  needed  some  letters  and 
other  busmess  attended  to,  so  Frances 
obliged.  Now  Sally  has  hired  her  as  per- 
sonal secretary. 

Eddie  Hudson  announces  that  George 
Mitcliley  will  be  branch  manager  in  Se- 
attle for  General  Film  exchange.  Eddie 
will  headquarter  in  Portland  . . . Bill 
Shartin,  recently  appointed  local  branch 
manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  attended  a 
sales  conference  in  New  York  City.  On 
his  return  he  will  stop  in  Minneapolis  for 
his  wife  and  two  daughters  and  bring 
them  here  to  make  their  home  . . . Well, 
well,  after  many  years  of  picking  on  that 
guy  Gordon  Craddock  and  Tillie,  his  sec- 
retary, the  fun  has  ended.  Gordon  has 
been  transferred  as  Universal’s  manager 
in  Indianapolis.  R.  O.  “Slats”  Wilson  has 
been  upped  from  salesman  to  manager 
of  the  Portland  office.  Maybe,  Gordon, 
you  will  read  Boxoffice  in  Indianapolis 
and  keep  track  of  the  home  town  boys  via 
this  humble  column.  Best  of  luck! 

Carl  Miller,  manager  of  Warner  theatres 
in  Hoquiam,  on  the  Row  and  mtroducing 
Joe  Kelly  from  Santa  Barbara.  Cal.,  who 
has  been  transferred  to  Aberdeen  as  mana- 
ger of  the  Bijou.  Lloyd  Thayer,  with  War- 
ner in  Aberdeen  for  three  years,  has 
moved  back  to  California  . . . Even  the 
Canadian  offices  of  Universal  have  done 
a little  moving.  Frank  Vaughan,  well 
known  m the  Seattle  territory,  has  been 
named  manager  of  the  Vancouver  branch 
of  the  company,  being  transferred  from 
the  Calgary  office  . . . Seems  like  this  is 
Universal’s  column,  but  it  can’t  be  helped. 
Jules  Laurent,  who  a few  weeks  ago  re- 
signed as  salesman  with  that  company 
here,  sends  word  that  he  is  now  at  the 
Fox  Strand  in  Pasadena,  Cal.  . . . Al  and 
Evelyn  Oxtoby,  to  Portland  to  visit  Mrs. 
Oxtoby’s  parents.  Al  will  go  on  to  New 
York  where  he  expects  to  be  connected 
with  one  of  the  major  distributors. 


L.  J.  McGinley  is  still  sticking  his  neck 
out.  Mac  some  months  ago  obliged  a 
school  by  addressing  the  various  classes 
on  an  item  pertaining  to  show  business. 
Now,  whenever  a speaker  is  needed,  the 
schools  call  on  him.  This  week  Mac  talk- 
ed to  the  Ballard  High  School  on  “Mo- 
tion Pictures  as  a Career.”  By  the  way, 
Mac  is  also  chairman  of  the  Will  Rogers 
Fund  this  year,  which  is  a job  in  itself 
. . . Herb  Sabottka  and  Benny  Priteca, 
very  close  friends,  are  sharing  double  sor- 
row. Herb’s  mother  passed  away  here 
and  a couple  of  days  later  Benny’s  mother 
died  after  a long  illness.  Herb  is  mana- 
ger of  the  Paramount  in  Portland;  Benny 
is  well  known  as  an  architect. 

Harry  Cohen,  district  manager  for  RKO, 
spent  a few  days  here,  then  some  time  in 
the  Portland  territory  . . . And  word  from 
Doc  Singelow  in  Denver  to  Pete  Higgins 
tells  that  the  Doc  wants  to  be  remem- 
bered to  all  his  friends  in  the  Northwest. 
And  Doc  iAlex)  sure  has  a raft  of  them 
. . . Harold  Sheffield  and  his  wife,  Emily, 
spending  a weekend  with  his  uncle,  J.  T. 
Sheffield,  president  of  Republic  of  the 
Northwest.  Harold  is  the  Republic  branch 
manager  in  Portland  . . . Murray  Peck, 
manager  of  the  Avenue  in  Yakima  for 
Martin  Brown,  in  town  overnight  but  with 
no  time  to  do  any  calling,  except  by  phone 
. . . Mildred  Bishop,  who  handles  booking 
for  theatres  in  Lewiston,  Ida.,  will  be  here 
a few  days.  She  says  business  is  way  off 
in  her  spot  and  she  has  a “closed”  town. 

A bunch  of  the  boys  were  attending  a 
preview  and  when  they  came  out  of  the 
free  showing,  five  autos  had  been  broken 
into  and  many  valuables  stolen.  Losers 
were  Frank  Christie,  head  booker  for 
Evergreen  Theatres;  Vic  Gauntlett,  head 


Hew  Frisco  WB  Head — 


Al  Shmitken,  left,  and  Nat  Wolf, 
Cleveland  Warner  theatre  zone  mana- 
ger, at  the  company’s  sales  meeting 
in  New  York.  Shmitken  is  being  trans- 
ferred from  Cineinnati  to  the  Sari 
Francisco  branch  helm. 


of  Evergreen  publicity  department;  Pete 
Rosaia,  owner  of  the  shop  bearing  his 
name;  Tommy  Thompson  and  Ken  Mal- 
colm, owner  of  the  preview  room  . . . The 
gang  from  20th  Century-Fox  is  getting 
prepared  for  the  sales  convention  in  Chi- 
cago late  in  March.  Leaving  here  will  be 
Herndon  Edmond,  manager;  Jean  Spear 
and  Hap  Frederick,  salesmen  . . . Word 
that  Henry  Herbel,  former  manager  here 
for  Universal  and  now  for  Warner  Bros, 
in  San  Francisco,  has  been  transferred  to 
Chicago  as  district  manager. 

Looks  like  another  splicing  in  the  offing. 
Edna  Johnson  of  the  Paramount  contract 
department  is  wearing  the  well-known 
diamond  ring  . . . Frank  Newman  sr., 
president  of  Fox  Evergreen,  has  gone  to 
New  York  to  attend  a special  meeting  . . . 
Al  Goldstein,  telling  of  the  forthcoming 
Monogram  regional  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Hollywood  . . . Seen  on  the  Row  this  week: 
Bill  Struppler,  from  Pullman;  Ford 
Bratcher,  from  Lewiston;  Mrs.  Tom  Berry 
and  her  daughter,  Corinne  Brown,  from 
Edmonds  lunching  with  Ethel  Daigler; 
Roy  Stevens  of  the  Rose  and  Tovmsend 
theatres  in  Port  Townsend. 


gEATTLE’S  BILL  PARKER  left  Portland 
one  day  last  week  after  plugging  “Pyg- 
malion” to  the  limit  and  came  back  the 
following  day  with  L.  C.  “Butch”  Wing- 
ham,  M-G-M  branch  manager,  and  Sales- 
men B.  Wallace  Rucker  and  Mack  Ruben- 
feld — together  they  picked  up  Portland’s 
M-G-M  manager,  Lou  Amacher,  and 
Salesman  Joe  Warren  and  left  for  Metro’s 
15th  national  convention  at  the  Palmer 
House  in  Chicago. 

In  town  during  the  week  were  A.  J. 
O’Keefe  and  Bill  Heineman,  Universal 
bigwigs,  wishing  “Slats”  Wilson  good  luck 
as  Portland’s  new  Universal  branch  man- 
ager . . . Bill  Ripley  of  Longview  and 
George  Gould  of  Dalles  were  other  visi- 
tors on  the  Row  ...  A stranger  was  Irwin 
Westenskow  of  Union  . . . Ray  Henderson 
of  Albany  made  his  presence  known. 

Down  from  Seattle  came  Al  Oxtoby,  for- 
mer Warner  Bros,  exchange  manager  in 
the  Puget  Sound  city  . . . Mrs.  G.  B. 
Dickinson  of  Multnomah  has  acquired  the 
Myrtle  Theatre  at  Myrtle  Creek  . . . ’The 
Whitesides  from  the  college  town  of  Cor- 
vallis were  on  the  Row — this  time  it  was 
Sam  and  Charlie. 

Local  exhibitors  met  the  other  day  at 
the  Warner  Bros,  exchange  to  discuss  the 
proposed  use  of  daylight  saving  time  in 
Portland  . . . Tom  Shearer,  out  of  town 
. . . Jack  Kloepper,  taking  up  golf  again 
now  that  the  weather’s  taken  a turn  for 
the  better  . . . Jack  O’Bryan  is  back  from 
a recent  trip  . . . Charlie  Powers,  seeing 
Ted  Gamble. 


Bob  Gumm  Buys  La  Habra 

La  Habra,  Cal. — ’The  La  Habra  Theatre 
has  been  purchased  from  Max  Shapiro  by 
Bob  Gumm,  operator  of  the  Brea  Theatre 
in  Brea. 
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AFA  Starts  War 
On  Giveaways 

Los  Angeles — In  an  avowed  effort  to 
bring  back  vaudeville  and  “live”  enter- 
tainment as  added  attractions  in  motion 
picture  theatres,  the  local  branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Actors  has  under- 
taken a drive  to  curtail  the  current  wide- 
spread exhibitor  policy  of  booking  give- 
away games  as  boxoffice  stimulants.  To 
this  end,  John  H.  Corcoran,  AFA  repre- 
sentative here,  has  received  a pledge  of 
support  from  Mayor  Fletcher  Bowron,  who 
has  instructed  police  and  court  officials 
to  investigate  the  legality  of  the  games 
and  determine  whether  or  not  some  of 
them  may  not  be  outlawed  as  violations 
of  civic  lottery  regulations. 

Thus  far  the  AFA  anti-giveaway  cam- 
paign, according  to  a spokesman  for  Cor- 
coran, is  limited  to  this  area,  but  if 
proves  successful  will  be  extended  through- 
out the  state  and,  perhaps,  on  a nation- 
wide scale.  Corcoran’s  spokesman  said  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif, 
and  Ariz.  is  unofficially  behind  the  move, 
although  no  authoritative  confirmation  of 
this  statement  could  be  obtained  at  ITO 
headquarters.  However,  ITO  executives 
long  have  expressed  the  belief  that  the  use 
of  boxoffice  stimulants  of  the  “game”  or 
“giveaway”  variety  should  not  be  a part 
of  exhibitor  policy. 


Arthur  deStephano  to 
NTS  District  Meet 

Los  Angeles — Arthur  deStefano,  local 
manager,  headed  for  San  Francisco  to 
attend  a meeting  of  western  district  man- 
agers of  the  National  Tlieatre  Supply  Co., 
presided  over  by  Oscar  S.  Oldknow,  sup- 
ervisor of  the  western  territory. 

Walter  E.  Green,  president  and  general 
manager,  and  E.  M.  Hartley,  manager  of 
the  NTS  sound  department,  came  out  from 
New  York  to  participate. 

O'Brien  Leading  FWC 
Drive  in  Eighth  Week 

Los  Angeles — First  prize-winner  in  the 
eighth  week  of  Fox  West  Coast’s  exploita- 
tion drive  for  theatre  managers  was  George 
D.  O’Brien,  Starland  Theatre,  a local 
house.  He  received  $50.  W.  C.  Ricord  jr., 
manager  of  the  Egyptian,  Hollywood,  plac- 
ed second  and  collected  $30,  while  Ed- 
ward Penn,  of  the  Arlington,  Santa  Bar- 
bara, drew  down  $20  as  third  winner. 


Peterson  and  Kane  Are 
Transferred  by  FWC 

Los  Angeles  — Two  managerial  shifts 
have  been  made  in  Fox  West  Coast  houses. 
Earle  Peterson  moves  from  the  Inglewood 
Theatre,  Inglewood,  to  the  Fox  Ritz  in 
Great  Falls,  Mont.  His  place  in  Ingle- 
wood is  taken  by  George  Kane,  assistant 
manager  of  the  California,  Huntington 
Park. 


J^EPORTED  doing  well  by  attending  phy- 
sicians is  Carroll  Peacock,  Paramount 
branch  manager,  who  was  rushed  to  the 
Methodist  Hospital  after  suffering  a heart 
attack  . . . Ben  Berinstein,  veteran  ex- 
hibitor, is  in  the  French  Hospital  under- 
going a rest  cure  after  a long  illness  . . . 
Charles  Emanuel  of  the  Foreign  Films  ex- 
change has  returned  from  a two-week  trip 
to  Mexico  City,  during  which  he  lined  up 
some  Spanish  product  for  distribution 
here. 

Booking  visitors  included  Justin  La- 
Fount,  Forum  Theatre,  Barstow;  Vincent 
Russo,  Casino,  Sari  Diego,  and  Leo  Ham- 
acker,  Victory,  same  city;  Boh  Sprout, 
Brentwood  Theatre,  Brentwood,  and  the 
Anaheim  in  Anaheim;  A.  L.  Woods,  Chino, 
Chino;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Pierson,  Lone 
Pine  Theatre,  Lone  Pine. 

L.  W.  Conrow,  president  of  Altec  Pic- 
tures, is  in  from  New  York  for  a visit  at 
the  local  exchange  . . . Jimmy  Edwards  of 
the  Edwards  Circuit  has  returned  from 
Santa  Barbara,  where  he  underwent  a 
physical  checkup  at  the  famous  clinic 
there  . . . Irving  Jacobs,  former  GB  dis- 
trict manager  in  Denver,  is  visiting  friends 
here  . . . George  Bromley,  ill  for  several 
month,  is  looking  hale  and  hearty  again, 
now  that  his  plans  for  constructing  a 
new  theatre  are  well  under  way. 

Max  Cohen,  head  of  Hew  York  State 
Allied  Theatres  and  the  Cinema  Circuit,  is 
holidaying  here.  He  visited  out  at  the 
M-G-M  studio,  where  he  humped  into 
Danny  Gray,  film  editor,  whom  he  had 


Breck  Photoplay  Supply  Company 

A Complete  Line  of  Theatre  Supplies  and 
Equipment 

1969  So.  Vermont  RE.  3151 


B.  F.  SHEARER  COMPANY 
“Theatre  Equipment  Specialists’’ 
Heywood-Wakefield  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 

Motiograph  Projectors 
1968  So.  Vermont  RE.  8212 


THEATRE  DECORATORS 


Specialists  in  Theatre  Decoration 
NAT  SMYTHE  & SONS 
Decorators 

1914  So.  Vermont  RE.  3578 


not  seen  for  25  years.  Cohen  and  Gray 
ivere  apprentice  film  cutters  together  hack 
in  New  York  a quarter -century  ago. 

Filmrow  is  momentarily  awaiting  a 
healthy  upswing  in  the  number  of  visi- 
tors dropping  in  for  bookings  and  con- 
versation, now  that  the  Santa  Anita  rac- 
ing season  is  over  . . . The  last  few  days, 
according  to  reports  at  the  exchanges,  wit- 
nessed a landslide  of  business  transactions 
over  the  telephone  as  sport-minded  show- 
men made  a last  rush  to  the  track  to  cash 
in  on  a few  long  shots. 

Martin  K.  Stone  of  Bedford,  Mass.,  is 
visiting  here  with  his  uncle,  Frank  Valus- 
kis,  owner  of  the  Valuskis  in  Buena  Park 
. . . C.  T.  Lynch,  Metro  exchange  manager, 
and  Earl  Strehe,  Palm  Springs  theatre  ty- 
coon, discussed  this  and  that  at  luncheon 
at  the  Hollywood  Brown  Derby  . . . Jake 
Cone  was  doing  some  last-minute  hooking. 

The  Film  Exchange  Club  will  hold  its 
annual  dance  April  14  at  the  Riverside 
Breakfast  Club,  with  President  Guy  Gun- 
derson, a salesman  at  United  Artists,  in 
charge  of  arrangements.  Proceeds  go  to- 
ward swelling  the  club’s  benefit  fund  for 
Filmrow  employes. 

In  for  hookings:  Lou  Metzger,  operator 
of  the  Spreckels  in  San  Diego  and  the 
Uptoum  in  Pasadena;  Boris  Posner  and 
Mike  Rapaport,  Arlington  Theatre;  Ernie 
Silcox,  Studio,  Studio  City;  Frank  Cham- 
herlain.  Grand,  Anaheim;  Sam  Katzman, 
Palms,  Palms;  Tom  Smith,  Jade;  Ronald 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Carabin  Engineering  Company 
“ALr  Conditioning  Engineers” 

1914  So.  Vermont  Los  Angeles 

— Over  30  Theatres  in  1937  — 


EXPLOITATION  PICTURES 

Now  Booking 
CHARLES  DICKENS' 

'THE  OLD  CURIOSITY  SHOP" 

“THE  FORBIDDEN  TERRITORY" 
starring 
Gregory  Ratofi 
Binnie  Barnes 

"THE  SECRET  OF  STAMBOUL" 
starring 

Valerie  Hobson 

Edgar  Wallace's 
“THE  CRIMSON  CIRCLE" 
starring 
Noah  Berry 

Wm.  G.  Smith's  Jewel  Productions 
1912  So.  Vermont  RO.  2205 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

= A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  == 

LOS  ANGELES 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 


AIR  CONDITIONING 
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Shirley's  Juvenile 
Draw  Made  Clear 

Los  Angeles  — Indicative  of  the  wide 
following  Shirley  Temple  enjoys  among 
juvenile  film  fans  is  the  wide  variation  in 
grosses  recorded  at  Loew’s  State  and 
Grauman’s  Chinese  theatres  here  in  their 
day-date  booking  of  the  latest  Temple 
opus,  “The  Little  Princess.” 

The  State,  in  the  dowmtown  metropoli- 
tan area,  outgrossed  its  Hollywood  rival 
by  50  per  cent  on  the  week,  doing  175 
per  cent  of  normal  business  as  against 
125  per  cent  at  the  Chinese. 

Fox  West  Coast  officials  explain  that 
the  downtown  matinee  trade,  especially 
over  the  weekend,  accounted  for  a large 
portion  of  the  State’s  heavier  take,  and 
pointed  out  the  Temple  film,  in  its  down- 
town showing,  drew  in  a large  number  of 
mother-and-children  shoppers,  whereas 
the  Chinese  recorded  its  heaviest  business 
in  the  evening. 


H.  O.  Wilson  Now  Heads 
Portland  Universal 

Portland — ^R.  O.  Wilson,  salesman  in 
the  local  territoiT  for  the  past  four  years, 
has  become  manager  of  the  Universal  ex- 
change succeeding  G.  C.  Craddock,  who 
is  manager  of  the  Indianapolis  branch  for 
the  same  company. 


ID)  llE  M V IIE  IK 

^HE  wives  of  three  Denver  theatremen, 

Mesdames  Frank  Roberts,  E.  P.  Briggs 
and  Joe  Dekker,  hied  themselves  to  Cali- 
fornia by  car  to  enjoy  a vacation  at  Palm 
Springs.  They  made  the  trip  in  record 
time,  putting  to  shame  the  time  made  by 
their  husbands  in  similar  jaunts. 

Jack  McGee,  efficient  secretary  in  the 
headquarters  office  of  Fox  Inter  mountain, 
has  been  made  manager  of  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  Rawlins,  Wyo.  He  succeeds  El- 
wood  Voorhees,  who  has  been  sent  to  Mc- 
Cook, Neb.,  where  he  will  act  as  city  man- 
ager. These  changes  were  made  because  of 
the  resignation  of  Vern  Austin  as  city 
manager  at  McCook. 

On  the  marquee  at  the  Santa  Fe  The- 
atre: “Cowboy  and  the  Lady”  “Ride  a 
Crooked  Mile,”  “Bedroom  Suite,”  “Always 
a Double  Feature.” 

Cy  Saunders,  who  was  promoted  to 
booker  at  Salt  Lake  City  from  the  poster 
clerk  job  here,  is  returning  to  Denver  as 
booker  for  the  southern  district  of  Fox 
Inter  mountain.  Herschel  Stuart,  who  has 
been  booking  the  same  job,  is  going  to 
Salt  Lake  City  to  take  over  the  booking 
post  there. 

Changes  among  the  grind  houses  on 
Curtis  street  include  the  dropping  of 
matinee  prices  from  15  cents  to  a dime 
at  the  Isis  and  Plaza,  and  the  Palace  has 
changed  from  two  to  three  changes.  The 
latter  is  a dime  house. 


LOS  ANGELES 

(Continued  fi’om  preceding  page) 

Vincent,  Laguna,  Laguna  Beach;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O.  W.  Lewis,  Mission,  San  Gabriel; 
Ben  Mohi,  Princess  and  Century;  Kurt 
Laemmle,  Glassell  and  Franklin. 

I.  Zussman,  president  of  Metro  Prem- 
ium, is  in  from  New  York  on  business  in 
connection  with  the  local  branch  . . . Mrs. 
Isabel  McCormick,  proprietress  of  the  Film 
Cafe,  celebrated  her  birthday  and  was 
gifted  by  her  Filmrow  patrons  with  a huge 
bouquet  of  flowers  . . . Danny  Matlin, 
Monogram  salesman,  has  been  transferred 
to  the  Seattle  branch. 

In  for  bookings:  Earl  Brothers,  Boulder, 
Boulder  City;  Monty  Friend,  Montrose 
Theatre,  Montrose;  Guy  L.  Van  DeBergh, 
Forum,  Ontario;  Ivan  Rowley,  Ward’s, 
Pismo  Beach;  H.  C.  Monroe,  Dale  and  Ritz, 
Long  Beach;  R.  B.  Bates,  Buttonwillow , 
Buttonwillow ; Arthur  Klein,  Newsreel, 
Hollywood;  Isidore  Berman,  booker  for  the 
Eastland  Theatres;  Billy  Sobleman,  Victor; 
Mrs.  Frank  Ullman,  Broadway , El  Centro; 
Art  Brick.  New  Palace,  Las  Vegas,  Nev.; 
Bob  Ellsworth,  who  is  a booker  for 
the  Gore  Bros,  circuit;  Glerm  Remington, 
former  owner  of  the  Hillcrest  in  San 
Diego;  Mrs.  Jeiinie  Dodge,  Mission,  Ven- 
tura; Mickey  McManus,  Lee,  Brayton  and 
Cabart,  Long  Beach:  Wayne  Bateman,  Ri- 
voli.  Long  Beach;  Curtis  Donath,  Mission, 
Fallbrook;  Joe  Green,  Raymond,  Pasadena; 
Sam  Pouris,  Rex.  Bakersfield;  Harold 
Glass,  Gordon;  Ray  Robbins.  Variety;  K.  C. 
Manny,  Manny-Venable  circuit;  Claude 
Davis,  Bell,  Diglewood;  L.  C.  Meyers,  Col- 
ton. Colton;  Jack  Vamskie,  Temple,  Glen- 
dale; Jack  Mingus,  operator  of  the  Floren- 
cita  and  Green  Meadows;  Johnny  Menard 
jr.,  Showshop,  Glendale;  Harry  Hollander, 
booker  for  Bard’s  circuit;  Al  Olander, 
Vogue,  Montebello;  Mrs.  Foster  Jackson, 
Elsinore.  Elsinore;  Lou  Christ,  Phoenix, 
Ariz. 


Two  Warner  Theatre 
Managers  Shiited 

Los  Angeles — Leo  Hirshon  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Warner  Forum 
Theatre,  replacing  Joe  Kelly,  who  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Warner  Aber- 
deen in  Aberdeen,  Wash.  Hirshon  moves 
over  from  the  Warner  Downtown,  where 
he  was  assistant  manager. 


Composite  Sennett  Film 
Franchise  to  Empire 

Los  Angeles — Bill  Quinn  of  Empire 
Pictures,  has  acquired  distribution  rights 
in  this  territory  to  a feature-length  com- 
posite film  from  Mack  Sennett,  which  will 
incorporate  scenes  from  several  old  Sen- 
nett comedies. 


$11,000  Renovating  Job 
For  Uptown  in  L.  A, 

Los  Angeles — A renovating  job  costing 
approximately  $11,000  has  been  completed 
on  the  Pox  Uptown,  Fox  West  Coast 
house,  which  was  given  a thorough  clean- 
ing and  painting. 


Columbia  Sets  District 
Meet  in  Los  Angeles 

Los  Angeles — A regional  get-together  of 
the  managers  of  six  Columbia  western  dis- 
trict exchanges  was  scheduled  for  March 
25  at  the  Ambassador  Hotel  with  Jerome 
Safron,  district  manager,  in  charge. 

The  sudden  illness  of  Harry  Weinberg, 
local  branch  manager,  was  expected  to 
prevent  him  from  attending. 


Spanish  "Snow  White" 
Version  in  L.  A. 

Los  Angeles — The  Spanish  version  of 
Walt  Disney’s  feature-length  cartoon, 
“Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs,”  has 
opened  a one-week  engagement  at  the 
California  Theatre,  owned  and  operated 
by  Frank  Fouce. 

The  California  is  on  Main  St.  in  the 
heart  of  the  Mexican  district. 


Louis  Kaplins  Vogue  to 
Light  Up  on  April  1 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal. — Now  under  con- 
struction, a new  700-seat  house  to  be 
known  as  the  Vogue  will  open  April  1 on 
a 15-cent  admission  scale. 

'Tlieatre  is  being  constructed  for  Louis 
Kaplin,  who  formerly  owned  the  Vista  in 
San  Diego  and  the  Temple  in  Glendale. 


I^AIILT  IILAKIE 

JijAVING  completed  an  assignment  in 
Paramount’s  “Union  Pacific,”  Joel  Mc- 
Crea  and  wife,  Frances  Dee,  and  their 
two  sons  stopped  here  briefly  en  route  to 
Sun  Valley,  Ida.,  for  a vacation  in  the 
mountains.  “Union  Pacific”  will  be  pre- 
miered here  and  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  on 
April  28.  The  local  showing  will  be  at 
the  Centre  Theatre. 

Arney  Eicherilaub.  formerly  Fox  West 
Coast  theatre  manager  in  Pocatello,  Ida., 
has  been  transferred  to  Missoula,  Mont., 
in  the  same  capacity.  He  replaces  John 
Taylor,  who  replaces  Eichenlaub  m Poca- 
tello ...  A dinner  was  slated  this  Satur- 
day by  local  filmfolk  for  Si  Sanders,  for 
15  years  FWC  cashier  here,  who  exchanges 
places  with  Herschel  Stuart  of  Denver. 

M.  E.  Leigh  of  the  Leigh  circuit,  Parma, 
Ida.,  was  a visitor  here  . . . Ben  Murdock’s 
broken  ankle,  suffered  recently  in  a fall, 
is  getting  better.  Murdock  operates  the 
Ideal  in  Heber  City  . . . Lon  Fidler,  Mono- 
gram district  manager,  left  for  his  Den- 
ver headquarters  after  a visit  here. 


Republic  Delegates 

Los  Angeles  — Francis  Bateman,  ex- 
change manager;  John  Pi’ey  and  Joe  Stout, 
salesman,  will  be  the  local  delegates  to 
Republic’s  regional  sales  convention,  to  be 
held  in  San  Francisco  March  27-28.  Rep- 
resentatives of  seven  western  offices  will 
attend. 
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Illinois  Bill  Hits  at 
Divorced  Players 


A Law  Enforcement  Order 
Bans  Indianapolis  Bingo 


Springfield,  III. — Films  which  show 
actors  or  actresses  who  have  been  di- 
vorced more  than  once,  would,  in  effect, 
be  banned  in  Illinois,  under  a bill  which 
State  Rep.  W.  F.  Gibbs  (D),  Quincy,  ex- 
pects to  introduce  in  the  house  during 
the  present  session  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture. 

Gibbs  said  that  under  his  proposal  any 
theatre  in  the  state  which  shows  such  a 
film  would  be  liable  to  a fine  of  not  less 
than  $1,000  and  a prison  sentence  of  one 
year  for  each  performance. 

For  the  second  and  further  offense, 
Gibbs  said,  his  bill  would  provide  for  a 
fine  of  $5,000  and  a prison  term  of  five 
years. 

The  Quincy  legislator  said  that  “di- 
vorces and  re-marriage  are  so  common 
among  many  of  the  most  luminous  stars 
that  marriage  has  become  nothing  more 
than  licensed  prostitution”  to  them. 

“To  our  young  boys  and  girls  the  mar- 
riage contract  has  become  a plaything 
because  of  the  examples  set  them  by  the 
stars  of  Hollywood,”  he  added. 

“When  they  hear  or  read  of  numerous 
marriages  and  divorces  which  occur 
among  their  idols  they  think  nothing  of 
it  and  by  such  attitude  begins  the  insid- 
ious destruction  of  the  American  home — 
more  deadly  and  far-reaching  than  all  the 
bullets  of  the  World  war.” 

Gibbs  said  he  thought  the  measure  had 
a good  chance  of  passage  in  the  house. 
He  asserted  that  he  had  talked  to  a 
number  of  representatives  and  that  they 
assured  him  they  were  in  favor  of  such  a 
bill. 

Churches,  parent-teachers  groups,  civic 
clubs  and  other  organizations  are  behind 
the  proposal,  Gibbs  claimed.  He  ex- 
pressed the  belief  that  after  the  bill 
has  been  introduced  “numerous  organiza- 
tions throughout  the  state  will  get  be- 
hind it.” 


New  Members  Swelling 
Indiana  ATO  Ranks 

Indianapolis — Associated  Theatre  Own- 
ers of  Indiana  have  added  several  new 
members  since  March  1.  The  new  mem- 
bers : 

D.  D.  Lee,  Princess  Theatre,  Cayuga,  and 
Rex  Theatre,  Montezuma;  Dick  Vlastos, 
Dreamland  Theatre,  Fowler,  Fairy  The- 
atre, Knox  and  Williams  Theatre  at  Wil- 
liamsport; Dudley  Williston,  New  Park 
Theatre,  Indianapolis;  W.  L.  Passen, 
Amuse-U  Theatre,  Jasonville,  and  A.  Mc- 
Carty, Roxy  Theatre,  Pendleton. 

This  makes  a total  of  61  new  theatre 
members  since  Sept.  1,  1938. 


Temborius  Acquires  Breese  House 
Breese,  III. — Bernard  Temborius  is  the 
new  owner  of  the  300-seat  Grand  The- 
atre. It  formerly  was  operated  by  Victor 
J.  Urbane. 


A Benefit  Clicks— 

Louis  K.  Ansell,  above,  chief  barker 
of  the  St.  Louis  Variety  Club,  arid  his 
organization  went  to  town  with  their 
gala  party  for  the  benefit  of  German 
refugee  children.  Climaxing  a month 
of  effort,  the  benefit  show  at  the  Fox 
Theatre  and  the  de  luxe  dinner  dance 
at  the  Coronado  Hotel  drew  tremen- 
dous crowds;  approximately  6,000  at- 
tending the  former  and  at  least  700 
the  latter.  Paul  Whiteman  and  his 
company  were  the  dance’s  stellar 
attractions,  and  appeared  later  at  the 
theatre. 

Copyright  Violation 
Charge  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Federal  indictments  charging 
violation  of  the  copyright  laws  have  been 
returned  here  against  two  men  who  are 
said  to  have  duped  prints  of  several  major 
company  short  subjects  and  sold  them  in 
small  European  countries. 

Charged  are  R.  R.  Gregg,  5530  Lake 
Park  Ave.,  and  Barney  Gold,  no  address. 
Neither  has  been  apprehended  as  yet,  and 
Gold  is  believed  to  be  a fictitious  person. 

Gregg,  according  to  As.sistant  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Martin  Ward,  operated  the 
Pan-American  Film  Laboratory  in  his 
home.  He  is  said  to  have  obtained  posi- 
tives, and  in  instances  negatives,  of  sev- 
eral shorts,  duped  them  in  his  home 
laboratory,  and  then  sold  them  in  small 
foreign  countries  where  the  legitimate 
prints  of  the  major  companies  had  not  yet 
been  released. 

Gregg  obtained  the  prints  from  which 
to  make  his  duped  ones  by  either  renting 
them  from  the  distributors,  or  by  having 


Indianapolis — Bingo  was  banned  in  In- 
dianapolis Tuesday  in  a terse  two-sentence 
announcement  by  the  board  of  safety 
which  ordered  police  to  halt  all  such 
games  at  once.  Michael  F.  Morrissey,  po- 
lice chief,  said  the  order  would  be  enforced 
immediately. 

Both  Morrissey  and  LeRoy  J.  Keach, 
safety  board  president,  who  made  the 
bingo  ban  announcement,  refused  to  speci- 
fy whether  games  operated  by  church  and 
fraternal  organizations  would  be  pro- 
hibited also,  except  to  say: 

“The  order  applies  to  all  bingo  games 
in  the  city.  This  board  has  been  advised 
that  bingo  games  violate  the  laws  of 
Indiana.  The  board  instructs  and  directs 
the  police  department  to  enforce  the  law. 
The  order  is  as  explicit  as  possible.” 

Chief  Morrissey  said  he  interpreted  the 
order  as  applying  to  all  bingo  games. 

“We  are  going  to  clean  up  all  such 
games  at  once.  We  will  enforce  the  ban 
against  bingo,  the  same  as  any  other  law, 
unless  the  safety  board  makes  some  spe- 
cific exceptions.” 

Last  week  the  board  had  proposed  to 
“legalize”  bingo  in  the  city  through  an 
order  to  the  police  department  establish- 
ing regulations  under  which  the  game 
would  be  permitted.  David  W.  Lewis, 
prosecuting  attorney,  asserted  then,  how- 
ever, that  bingo  is  a violation  of  the  state 
gambling  laws  and  that  the  safety  board 
has  no  authority  to  authorize  such  games 
to  continue.  The  board’s  latest  decision 
followed  a conference  with  Lewis,  Mon- 
day afternoon. 

If  the  order  is  carried  out,  police  will 
halt  a “sport”  that  attracts  thousands  of 
dollars  from  Indianapolis  citizens  weekly. 
Professional  operators  organized  several 
days  ago  to  prevent  authorities  from 
stopping  the  games. 

Indianapolis  exhibitors  have  been  ex- 
pecting this  ban  for  sometime  as  there 
have  been  numerous  complaints  sent  into 
the  ATOI  office  from  various  religious  or- 
ganizations as  well  as  the  PTA  groups  and 
no  later  than  last  Saturday  exhibitors 
were  urged  by  the  Association  in  a bulle- 
tin to  discontinue  bingo  and  like  games 
from  their  theatres  in  deference  to  these 
demands. 

The  Association  has  been  infonned  by 
the  local  police  department  that  the  games 
in  theatres  must  stop  immediately. 


them  smuggled  out  of  vaults  to  him  by 
employes  of  the  exchanges,  said  Ward. 

In  the  indictment  Gregg  is  charged 
with  making  100  prints  from  a negative 
of  RKO’s  “The  Cat’s  Canary.”  Other 
films  mentioned  are  a Moran  and  Mack 
short,  “On  the  Wing;”  an  Andy  Clyde 
comedy,  “California  Peaches;”  a comedy, 
“The  Hoosier  Schoolmaster,”  and  several 
Harry  Langdon  comedies. 

Federal  Judge  William  H.  Holly  fixed 
bond  at  $2,500  for  Gregg  and  Gold  and 
issued  bench  warrants  for  them.  Convic- 
tion carries  maximum  sentences  of  two 
years  in  jail  and  a $10,000  fine. 
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Goldens  Charge  Conspiracy  in  Indiana's  Governor 
$180,000  Indianapolis  Suit  Welcomes  "Cnlver" 


Indianapolis — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  L. 
Golden,  operators  of  the  Golden  and  Par- 
ker theatres  on  the  east  side  of  Indian- 
apolis, have  filed  a suit  asking  triple  dam- 
ages totaling  $180,000  of  six  motion  pic- 
ture distributors  and  three  Indianapolis 
theatre  operators,  in  federal  court. 

The  suit  charges  the  distributors  and 
the  three  defendant  operators  with  con- 
spiring to  deprive  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Golden 
from  procuring  films  for  their  theatres 
and  estimate  their  operating  loss  was  $15,- 
000  a year  in  1937  and  1938  and  that  they 


pRANK  SANDERS  jr.,  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  the 
Mecca,  Stratford  and  Garrick  theatres,  is 
the  father  of  a baby  boy  . . . Jim  Hill, 
operator  of  Hill’s  Indiana  Theatre,  has 
returned  from  New  Orleans  where  he  at- 
tended the  Mardi  Gras. 

Frank  Harper  has  sold  his  State  The- 
atre, Clay,  Ky.,  to  J.  H.  Blue  . . . The  Ma- 
drid, Akron,  is  now  operated  by  Carl  Gast 
. . . The  bookers  at  RKO,  G.  L.  Heinrich 
and  Sol  Greenberg,  have  been  burning  the 
midnight  oil.  Business  is  good. 

Gordon  C.  Craddock,  new  Universal 
branch  manager,  is  said  to  be  an  expert 
fisherman  . . . Pete  Fortune,  formerly 
with  Universal,  is  now  with  RKO,  succeed- 
ing H.  E.  McKeen  as  salesman. 

Roy  R.  McDowell  will  reopen  the  theatre 
in  Sebree,  Ky.,  in  the  near  future  . . . Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Kreighbaum  are  to  leave 
on  an  extended  trip  to  Bermuda.  Kreigh- 
baum operates  the  Arc  in  Lafayette.  They 
will  return  early  in  April. 

Earl  Penrod  made  a flying  trip  to  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  during  the  week  in  the  in- 
terest of  Theatre  Employment  Night  . . . 
Fred  Greenberg,  manager  of  the  Warner 
Bros,  branch,  has  gone  to  New  York  for 
the  company  sales  meeting  . . . Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Williams,,  manager  of  the  Savoy 
Louisville,  has  gone  to  Rochester,  Minn.,  to 
visit  her  father  who  is  a patient  at  the 
Mayo  Clinic. 

Visitors  seen  on  Filmrow:  Roy  Harold, 
Greensburg;  Oscar  Fine,  Evansville;  Sam 
and  Harry  Switow,  Louisville;  John  Doerr, 
Chicago,  booker  for  the  Gregory  circuit; 
Mannie  Marcus,  Ft.  Wayne,  who  will  leave 
in  a few  days  for  Hew  York  on  business 
. . . The  Fountain  Square  has  inaugurated 
Saturday  matinees. 

Ground  has  been  broken  and  work  be- 
gun on  a new  400-seat  theatre  in  Francis- 
ville,  Ind.,  by  Ernest  E.  Smith.  Willard 
C.  Myers  formerly  operated  the  Myers  in 
that  town. 

Headline — “Missing  Boy  Found  Asleep 
in  Film  House.”  Carl  Niesse,  who  gets 
more  free  front-page  publicity  than  any 


lost  $15,000  in  profits  in  each  of  those 
years. 

Defendants  in  the  suit  are  Vitagraph, 
Inc.;  20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.;  RKO 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.; 
United  Artists  Corp.;  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp.;  Charles  M.  Walker  and  Alonzo  E. 
Walker  who  operate  the  Irving  Theatre 
and  Joseph  Cantor,  operator  of  the  Rivoli 
and  Emerson  theatres,  all  east  side  houses. 

Branch  managers  here  declined  to  com- 
ment. They  said  any  statements  on  the 
suit  would  have  to  come  from  their  New 
York  offices. 


other  theatre  operator  in  Indianapolis, 
broke  in  again  with  a stirring  story.  After 
frantic  parents  searched  in  vain  for  their 
missing  12-year-old  son,  Sunday  night,  he 
tvas  found  asleep  in  the  morning  by  po- 
lice in  Niesse’s  Vogue  Theatre. 

The  night  watchman  of  the  Apollo  The- 
atre, inteiTupted  a youthful  yeggman  who 
had  succeeded  in  battering  the  combina- 
tion from  the  safe.  The  watchman  be- 
lieved he  recognized  the  youth  as  a for- 
mer theatre  employe  and  the  police  went 
to  the  home  of  Thomas  Stark,  21,  and 
found  his  fingerprints  checked  with  those 
on  the  safe.  Stark  confessed  hiding  in 
the  theatre  until  it  closed  and  attempting 
to  chisel  open  the  safe.  He  was  charged 
with  making  a forced  entry. 

Frank  B.  Sanders,  operator  of  the 
Mecca,  Garrick  and  Stratford  theatres 
in  Indianapolis  and  treasurer  of  the 
ATOI  is  the  proud  grandfather  of  a grand- 
son born  March  14  to  Frank  C.  and  Mar- 
tha Sanders.  Frank  jr.  manages  the  Mecca 
Theatre. 

Ralph  P.  Carmichael,  61  years  old,  a 
former  resident  of  Bloomington,  Ind.,  and 
an  uncle  of  Hoagy  Carmichael,  composer, 
died  at  his  home  in  Charlotte,  N.  C.  He 
has  many  relatives  surviving  in  Indian- 
apolis and  Bloomington. 

A program  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
music,  originating  in  the  Fountain  Square 
Theatre  here,  was  broadcast  by  Station 
WIRE  over  the  “red”  network  of  NBC 
last  Thursday  night.  The  broadcast,  fea- 
turing Dessa  Byrd,  Mark  Peden,  Harry 
Bason  and  Carl  Baker,  was  in  honor  of 
the  installation  of  a new  b,bbb-watt  trans- 
mitter for  WIRE. 

Tire  Fountain  Square  Theatre  has  inau- 
gurated a permanent  policy  of  Saturday 
matinees. 


Collaborate  on  Script 

Hollywood — Walter  Ferris  and  F.  Scott 
Fitzgerald  have  been  assigned  to  collabo- 
rate on  the  script  of  Paramoimt’s  “Air 
Raid,”  co-starring  Madeleine  Carroll  and 
Fred  MacMurray. 


Indianapolis — Gov.  M.  Clifford  Town- 
send when  informed  that  Universal’s 
“Spirit  of  Culver”  was  to  be  shown  for  the 
first  time  in  Indianapolis  issued  the  fol- 
lowing statement; 

“As  governor  of  Indiana,  I wish  to  thank 
the  motion  picture  industry  for  honoring 
a great  Indiana  institution.  Culver  Mili- 
tary Academy. 

“Culver  has  brought  fame  and  honor  to 
Indiana,  and  I am  glad  that  the  vast  mo- 
tion picture  public  will  have  an  opportun- 
ity to  see  a movie  which  tells  the  stirring 
story  of  Culver.” 

Uniformed  drum  and  bugle  corps  added 
to  the  colorful  opening  last  Thursday  at 
the  special  premiere  showing  of  the  film 
at  the  Circle  Theatre  here.  life  at  Culver 
plus  a closeup  of  the  Indiana  World  War 
Memorial  brought  out  a display  by  the 
American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  corps  pre- 
ceding the  performance.  Indianapolis  was 
“plugged”  graciously  throughout  the  pic- 
ture and  brought  a buzz  of  approval  from 
the  audience.  Quite  in  the  spirit  of  the 
night’s  occasion  were  a number  of  Culver 
sweaters  in  the  audience. 

Discuss  Illness'  EHect 
On  Indiana  Grosses 

Indianapolis — A discussion  of  ways  and 
means  to  combat  inroads  on  the  box- 
office  of  outbreaks  of  influenza  and  small- 
pox occupied  a called  meeting  of  local 
exhibitors  held  at  the  headquarters  here 
of  Associated  Theatre  Owners  of  Indiana. 

Present  were; 

A.  C.  Zaring,  Zaring  Theatre;  A.  J. 
Ackerman  and  Marc  Gates,  Tacoma  The- 
atre; Earl  Bell,  Howard  Tlieatre;  Carl 
Niesse,  Vogue  Theatre;  Eimest  Tamler, 
Rex  Theatre;  Nathan  Tamler,  Oliver  The- 
atre; George  Kinney,  Udell  'Theatre;  Lon 
Walker  and  Chas.  Walker,  Irving  Theatre; 
Harry  Nagel,  Dream  Theatre;  Irving  Tam- 
ler, 'Tuxedo  'Theatre;  Roy  Perry,  Grey 
Kilbourne,  Claude  Allison  and  R.  R.  Bair, 
all  of  Bair’s  Theatres;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Her- 
man Golden,  Golden  Theatre;  E.  L.  Mil- 
ler, Cinema;  Frank  sr.  and  Frank  jr.  San- 
ders of  Mecca,  Garrick  and  Stratford  the- 
atres; Harry  Markum,  Talbott  and  Bel- 
mont theatres;  Earl  Cunningham  of  the 
Fountain  Square  Theatres  Corp.;  Ben 
Mansfield,  Parker  Theatre;  Oscar  Kusch- 
ner,  Hollywood  Theatre;  Charles  Tamler, 
Garfield;  Don  R.  Rossi  ter  and  Mrs.  Todd 
of  the  Association  staff. 


Newcomer  Anthony  Bokas 
Will  Run  Argos  House 

Argos,  Ind. — Anthony  Bokas,  recently  of 
Chicago,  will  take  over  the  operation  of 
the  Princess  'Theatre  here  around  April  1. 
The  Princess  was  formerly  operated  by 
Ernest  Parren  and  has  been  closed  for 
some  time. 

Bokas  is  new  in  the  show  business.  Ex- 
tensive repairs  and  remodeling  will  be 
made  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  theatre. 
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Floods  in  Illinois 
Drown  Grosses 

St.  Louis — Many  Illinois  towns  were 
hard  hit  by  flood  waters  on  March  12  and 
13.  The  result  was  an  adverse  reaction 
at  the  boxoffice  of  theatres  in  the  af- 
fected districts. 

In  Villa  Groves,  111.,  the  Embarras 
River  left  its  banks,  driving  about  50  fami- 
lies from  their  homes.  George  Barber, 
operator  of  a motion  picture  theatre  there 
estimated  the  total  damage  at  about  $200,- 
000.  Six  blocks  of  the  main  street  were 
under  water. 

Bement,  111.,  reported  scores  of  homes 
flooded,  while  in  Danville  it  was  stated 
1,000  persons  had  to  be  assisted  from  their 
homes  in  the  Stoney  Creek  bottoms. 

At  Shawneetown,  persons  who  per- 
sisted in  remaining  in  the  old  town  were 
driven  out  of  their  homes  by  rising  water 
from  the  Ohio  River.  About  400  persons 
have  been  moved  from  the  old  town  to 
public  buildings  at  the  new  town  site. 
Sanitary  conditions  in  the  affected  area 
are  bad. 

Harry  Tanner  Will  Build 
LOOO-Seater  in  Pana 

Pana,  III. — Harry  Tanner,  manager  of 
the  Palace  Theatre,  and  operator  of  the- 
atres in  Vandalia  and  Nokomis,  has  con- 
firmed reports  that  he  will  build  a the- 
atre in  Pana  this  summer. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  now  being 
completed  and  work  is  expected  to  be 
started  by  May  1.  Tanner  owns  three 
buildings  in  the  100  block  South  Locust 
St.  and  two  of  these  will  be  razed  for 
the  new  structure.  The  building  will  be 
50  by  160  feet  and  at  each  side  of  the 
lobby  space  will  be  left  for  small  shops. 
The  theatre  will  seat  1,000  and  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  by  September  1. 
The  cost  will  be  approximately  $75,000. 

New  Illinois  Makes  Bow 
In  Jacksonville^  111. 

Jacksonville,  III. — An  attractive  16- 
page  souvenir  program  in  white  and  pur- 
ple, listing  forthcoming  pictures  and  ac- 
knowledgements for  success  of  the  new 
house  by  local  merchants,  was  distributed 
to  patrons  of  the  new  Illinois  Theatre  here 
when  it  opened  March  9. 

Supplementing  the  souvenir  program 
was  a 12-page  section  devoted  to  the  new 
Illinois  in  the  Jacksonville  Courier. 

The  Pox  Midwest  theatre  will  be  man- 
aged by  Ralph  Q.  Bartlett,  who  also  has 
charge  of  the  chain’s  Majestic  here. 

Opening  production  was  “Wife,  Hus- 
band and  Friend.” 


Mailers  Reopens 

Portland,  Ind. — George  Mailers  held 
formal  reopening  of  the  Princess  Theatre 
here  last  Sunday  after  having  been  closed 
for  several  months  during  which  time  the 
theatre  was  entirely  remodeled  and  reno- 
vated. New  RCA  sound  equipment  was 
also  installed. 


^EARBORN  and  LaSalle  railroad  sta- 
tions were  overrun  with  press  agents 
and  newspaper  folk  the  other  day  when 
the  Edgar  Bergen-Don  Ameche-Dorothy 
Lamour-et-al  radio  troupe  passed  through 
en  route  to  New  York.  We  never  knew 
that  there  could  be  so  many  press  agents 
connected  in  so  many  ways  with  one 
troupe  before. 

Bill  Galligan,  manager  of  the  H.  & E. 
Balahan  Esquire  Theatre  claims  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  manager  in  the 
business  anywhere  to  have  a “she-stooge.” 
In  the  lobby  at  a fancy  desk,  Juanita  Dale, 
is  stationed  as  “assistant  to  the  manager.” 

GB’s  “Pagliacci,”  starring  Richard  Tau- 
ber, in  an  English  version  of  the  famed 
opera,  is  cm’rently  at  the  World-Playhouse 
. . . Gene  Krupa  has  returned  from  the 
Paramount  lot  where  he  made  “Some  Like 
It  Hot,”  to  appear  in  the  Panther  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Sherman’s  College  Inn. 

The  line  of  girls  at  the  Oriental  Theatre, 
the  Sweethearts,  are  back  on  the  stage 
again  after  a lapse  of  a few  weeks.  It’s 
the  only  line  regularly  in  a loop  house. 

Jack  Kirsch  plans  to  go  to  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  after  the  April  4 election  . . . Bill 
Bishop  got  a fancy  Florida  cocoanut  from 
his  fellow  M-G-M  exploiteer,  Louis  Oiiove 
of  Milwaukee. 

Jones,  Linick  and  Schaefer  have  in- 
stalled the  new  Kroehler  push-back  seats 
in  their  McVickers  Theatre.  They  have 
also  installed  a new  air-conditioning  unit 
in  the  house. 

Back  from  a Florida  honeymoon  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Aaron  Jones  jr.  Before  her  mar- 
riage, Mrs.  Jones  was  her  husband’s  secre- 
tary, Miss  Dorothy  Busch  . . . Mel  Blieden, 
short  subjects  booker  for  Indiana-Illinois 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animaied — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 

Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


Theatres,  has  been  upped  to  the  manager- 
ship of  the  Capitol,  Whiting,  Ind.  Mel’s 
work  has  been  taken  over  by  Booker  A1 
Raymer,  who  is  now  handling  both  fea- 
tures and  shorts  for  the  circuit. 

Jack  Kirsch  had  so  many  bulletins  to 
put  up  for  his  members  that  the  original 
board — which  both  Beth  Morganstern  and 
the  rest  of  us  thought  too  big — has  be- 
come too  small.  Now  the  one  up  there  is  a 
miniature  2^-sheet,  and  if  Jack  continues 
putting  up  clippings,  etc.,  they’ll  have  to 
actually  get  a 24-sheet  board  . . . Jules 
Serkowich  is  here  already  to  work  on 
RKO’s  “Love  Affair,”  which  opens  March 
24  at  the  Palace  Theatre. 

Our  sympathies  to  Bill  Briscoe,  man- 
ager of  the  B&K  Cine,  whose  wife  died  last 
week,  leaving  two  small  daughters,  and 
whose  mother  is  seriously  ill  in  Kentucky. 
While  Bill  is  away  in  Kentucky  with  his 
mother,  Harry  Swan,  assistant  at  the 
Nortown,  is  pinch-hitting  for  him  at  the 
Cine. 

Henri  Elmaii’s  local  Monogram  exchange 
ended  up  on  top  of  the  heap  at  the  end 
of  the  Ray  Johnston  sales  drive,  and 
copped  the  $500  first  prize  . . . E.  T.  Gom- 
ersall.  Universal  district  manager,  is  va- 
cationing in  Mexico. 

Here  and  away:  Rudy  Vallee,  en  route 
back  to  Hollywood,  and  work  on  his  20th 
Century-Fox  film  with  Sonja  Henie  . . . 
Noah  Beery  passing  through  on  his  way  to 
New  York  . . . Leo  Spitz  back  on  race  track 
affairs  . . . Janet  Gaynor,  after  a week’s 
visit  with  a cousin,  crashing  all  the  papers 
on  her  way  back  to  California,  sporting  a 
new  hair-do. 

Jimmy  Utterbeck,  student  booker  for 
M-G-M,  has  been  transferred  from  St. 
Louis  to  the  Chicago  office. 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — VIC  3456 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal. 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

— A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  

CHICAGO 
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Fourth  O'Connor  Is 
There  on  Screen 

Chicago — A few  years  ago  they 
were  known  as  the  "O'Connor  Fam- 
ily/' and  young  Donald  O'Connor  was 
the  laugh-getting  star  of  the  troupe. 
Everyone  of  the  family  were  positive 
young  Donnie  was  a film  possibility. 

Finally  Paramount  gave  him  a test, 
and  proved  his  brothers  right.  Donald 
has  appeared  in  several  pictures  al- 
ready and  is  well  on  the  way  to  the 
top. 

This  week,  the  troupe  is  back  again, 
but  without  Donald,  and  billed  at  the 
Oriental  Theatre  as  "The  Three  O'Con- 
nors.'' And,  you  guessed  it,  on  the 
screen  is  Paramount's  newest  with 
Donald  O'Connor,  "Boy  Trouble." 

Trade  Not  Alone  in 
Union  Tronbles 

St.  Loxjis — Non-trade  enterprises  have 
run  afoul  some  of  the  rigid  rules  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Machine  Operators  Union 
and  the  Musicians  Union  here. 

The  Woman’s  Exposition,  in  progress 
at  the  Coliseum,  had  to  go  along  with 
manual  music  because,  according  to  Mrs. 
Margaret  R.  Brooks,  manager  of  the  en- 
terprise, the  musicians  union  had  de- 
manded a 12-piece  orchestra  be  hired  for 
the  duration  of  the  exposition.  The  man- 
agement of  the  exposition  felt  it  could 
not  stand  this  $1,200  tap. 

An  order  to  hire  as  many  musicians  as 
the  banki’oll  could  stand  was  rejected  by 
Sam  Meyers,  president  of  the  union,  Mrs. 
Brooks  said. 

So  the  only  music  that  has  been  heard 
at  the  exposition,  aside  from  phonograph 
records,  came  the  night  of  Sunday,  March 
12,  when  Elda  Vettori,  former  Metropoli- 
tan Opera  soprano,  sang.  She  had  her 
own  accompanist.  Her  appearance  on  the 
stage  was  in  defiance  of  a union  order,  it 
was  said. 

A program  by  the  Catholic  Knights  of 
America  had  to  eliminate  the  playing  of 
a drum  and  bugle  corps.  The  union  also 
refused  a permit  for  a group  of  children 
to  give  an  accordion  concert. 

Likewise  the  Musicians  Union  had  laid 
down  certain  imles  for  the  proposed  ap- 
pearance in  St.  Louis  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Band  at  the  National  Elks  con- 
vention here  next  July  10.  The  Marines 
must  stay  out  of  town  unless  the  Elks 
pay  as  many  union  musicians  as  the  union 
dictates. 

Recently  the  union  barred  the  Jeffer- 
son Barracks  Army  Post  band  and  var- 
ious Boy  Scouts  bands  from  participat- 
ing in  an  Americanization  Day  program 
arranged  by  the  Elks. 

It  also  was  learned  that  restrictions 
laid  down  by  the  Moving  Picture  Ma- 
chine Operators  Union  have  led  the 
American  Medical  Ass’n  to  notify  mem- 
bers planning  scientific  exhibits  at  the 


annual  meeting  to  be  held  here  next  May 
that  motion  pictures  will  not  be  shown  in 
the  booths,  except  on  automatic  projec- 
tors. 

An  exhibitor  desiring  to  show  motion 
pictures  in  a booth  must  pay  the  union 
operators  $1.50  an  hour  in  four-hour 
shifts. 

Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  agent  for  the 
union,  said  that  arrangements  have  been 
made  to  pool  the  scientific  films  of  var- 
ious non-commercial  exhibitors  and  have 
them  run  off  together  by  a union  opera- 
tor. The  films  of  commercial  exhibitors 
are  a different  matter,  he  said.  He  added 
the  union  is  always  willing  to  stretch  a 
point  on  educational  films,  to  aid  the 
convention  bureau  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  facilitating  such  meetings 
here. 


Barnes  Awards  Contract 
For  New  Carmi  House 

Carmi,  III. — The  general  contract  for 
the  new  750-seat  theatre  to  be  erected 
here  by  Frank  Barnes,  was  awarded  re- 
cently to  Jett  Brothers  of  Fairfield,  111. 

The  new  building,  designed  by  O.  W. 
Stiegemeyer  of  St.  Louis,  will  cost  about 
$20,000.  It  is  to  be  one  story,  50  by  150 
feet,  and  of  brick  construction. 


Hold  Beauty  Contest 

Bloomington,  Ind. — The  Princess  The- 
atre here  held  the  first  of  two  elimination 
rounds  on  March  15  for  the  annual  beauty 
queen  contest  sponsored  by  the  staff  of 
the  Indiana  University  yearbook.  The  20 
girls  chosen  from  the  more  than  100  reg- 
istrants will  compete  in  finals  in  two 
weeks. 


Worth  a Slump 


Chicago — This  one  actually  happened, 
which  is  in  itself  a good  reason  for  Lent. 
B&K  Publicist  Eddie  Seguin  will  swear 
to  it. 

A youngster  about  14  years  old  walked 
up  to  the  boxoffice  of  the  Uptown  Theatre 
the  other  night  and  handed  the  cashier  an 
envelope,  saying  “Please  give  this  to  the 
manager,”  and  turned  to  walk  away. 

As  all  good  managers  do,  Ben  Bloom- 
field was  near  the  entrance  greeting  pa- 
trons and  overheard  the  boy.  He  took  the 
envelope  himself,  told  the  boy  to  wait, 
opened  it  and  out  fell  five  $1.00  bills, 
without  any  note  of  explanation.  Flabber- 
gasted, he  recovered  long  enough  to  ask: 
“Why?” 

The  youngster  explained;  “Well  you  see, 
Mr.  Manager,  I happened  to  crash  the 
gate  about  20  times  during  the  last  year. 
Being  that  this  is  Lent  and  I went  to  con- 
fession today,  my  priest  told  me  to  do  the 
right  thing  and  pay  you  $10.  But,  I could 
only  scrape  together  $5  now.  Don’t  worry. 
I’ll  send  you  the  rest  later.” 

We  have  not  only  Messrs  Bloomfield 
and  Seguin’s  word  for  it,  but  also  that  of 
John  Balaban  and  Walter  Immerman. 


Triples  Break  Out 
In  Many  Honses 

Chicago  — The  north  and  northwest 
sides  of  Chicago,  where  triple  features 
began  and  have  flourished  for  some  time, 
broke  out  with  a new  rash  of  trio-feature 
presentations  over  the  weekend.  All  in  all, 
some  20  houses  in  the  areas  presented 
three  features  on  their  programs. 

They  were  not  all  independent  houses, 
many  of  them  being  B&K  or  Essaness  the- 
atres. Tops  in  the  presentations  were  the 
three  “A”  classification  films.  Para- 
mount’s “Zaza,”  “Warner’s  “Dawn  Pa- 
trol,” and  UA’s  “There  Goes  My  Heart,” 
at  the  B&K  Belmont,  one  of  the  pioneer 
triple  feature  houses.  Several  of  the  the- 
atres augmented  the  triples  with  the  added 
“inducements”  of  various  types  of  prem- 
iums, or  vaudeville. 


All-Colored  Revue  Set  for 
Chicago  Alter  Tryout 

Chicago — Another  all-colored  “Mikado” 
revue,  gathered  together  from  local  col- 
ored entertainers,  will  play  two  Great 
States  Theatres  dates  shortly  as  tryouts 
for  a week  in  the  Chicago  Theatre. 

The  revue  of  85  people  will  play  the 
Paramount,  Springfield,  March  24  and  25, 
and  the  Rialto,  Joliet,  March  26.  Should 
it  click  there,  it  goes  into  the  Chicago 
March  31  for  a week.  Harry  Rogers  is 
handling  the  show. 

Meanwhile,  Nate  Platt  and  Max  Turner, 
handling  production  and  booking  for  B&K 
now,  have  penciled  in  several  name  bands 
for  the  Chicago  later.  Name  bands  have 
in  the  last  few  months  meant  more  at  the 
boxoffice  than  top  vaude  acts  in  the  ace 
loop  house.  Among  those  set  are  Grin 
Tucker,  April  14;  Wayne  King,  tentatively 
for  April  21,  and  Clyde  McCoy,  April  28. 

Mischa  Auer,  who  played  his  last  time 
here  at  the  Palace,  goes  into  the  Chicago 
for  a week,  Apiil  7. 

Amateur  Vaudeville  Is 
New  Oriental  Try 

Chicago — Continuing  along  with  the 
“what’s  - going  - to  - happen  - next  - in  - 
the-loop”  game,  Jones,  Linick  and  Schae- 
fer have  announced  special  “amateur 
vaudeville  nights”  at  the  Oriental  Theatre 
on  Monday  nights,  when  eight  acts  are 
presented.  This  is  intended  to  combat 
B&K’s  “preview  vaudeville”  night  held 
around  the  corner  at  the  State-Lake, 
every  Wednesday  night. 

Every  house  is  trying  added  attractions 
to  drag  in  the  customers,  with  “Hollywood 
previews”  being  held  occasionally  by  both 
B&K  at  the  Chicago  and  RKO  at  the 
Palace.  Of  late,  these  previews  have  be- 
come more  frequent,  and  usually  occur  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  nights. 


Landy  Reopens  in  New  Haven 

New  Haven,  Ind. — M.  R.  Landy  has  re- 
opened his  Haven  Theatre  here  after  hav- 
ing renovated  the  booth  equipment. 
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WB  Chicago  Zone 
Managers  Shift 

Chicago — Several  Warner  managerial 
changes  in  the  Chicago  zone  have  been 
made. 

Irving  Lipnick  goes  from  the  Jeffry  to 
the  Symphony;  A1  Blasko  from  the  Sym- 
phony to  the  Jeffry;  Steve  Fitzgerald 
from  the  Grove  to  the  Stratford;  John 
Field  from  the  Stratford  to  the  Grove; 
Robert  Busch  from  the  Oakland  Square 
to  the  Shore;  and  Eugene  Hopson  from 
the  Shore  to  the  Oakland  Square. 


Indiana  Film  Transit  Co. 

In  Renovated  Quarters 

Indianapolis — Indiana  Film  Transit  Co. 
has  moved  from  29  W.  13th  St.,  back  to 
the  old  headquarters  at  220  N.  Osage  St. 
The  offices  have  been  completely  reno- 
vated. 

According  to  reports  from  Indiana  Film 
Transit,  film  service  into  Dana,  Churu- 
busco,  Liberty  and  South  Whitley  has  been 
discontinued  because  of  the  necessity  of 
cutting  operating  expenses. 

In  order  to  service  these  towns  it  was 
necessary  for  their  trucks  to  leave  Indian- 
apolis before  the  exchanges  closed  in  the 
afternoon  and  their  trucks  also  had  to 
double  back  on  their  routes  to  make  these 
“dead-end”  towns.  This  increased  the 
drivers’  running  time  and  the  trucks’  mile- 
age to  such  an  extent  that  it  made  the 
runs  unprofitable,  it  is  said. 


"Peg  of  Old  Drury"  Plays 
Esquire.  Raise  Prices 

Chicago — One  of  the  first  of  the  Eng- 
lish films  offered  by  the  local  Tri-Na- 
tional exchange,  “Peg  of  Old  Drury,”  is 
currently  at  the  Esquire  Theatre  at  a 65 
cent  admission.  Tri-National’s  Chicago  ex- 
change is  controlled  by  H.  & E.  Balaban, 
who  also  operate  the  Esquire. 

“Peg  of  Old  Drury”  co-stars  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke  and  Anna  Neagle,  and  features 
many  of  the  world-famous  Abbey  Players. 


Reinking  Missing 

Terre  Haute — William  Reinking,  part- 
ner of  Ross  Garver  in  the  new  Idaho 
Theatre  here,  has  been  missing  since 
March  1,  according  to  a report  made  to 
the  police  by  his  father,  Maurice  D.  Rein- 
king. Members  of  the  family  express  be- 
lief he  has  been  the  victim  of  an  acci- 
dent or  foul  play. 


New  Nevada  Firm 

Nevada,  Mo. — The  Ozark  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  has  been  incorporated  here  with  200 
shares  of  $50  par  value  stock  to  operate 
motion  picture  shows  and  other  forms  of 
amusement,  etc.  Incorporators:  A.  C. 
Bowman,  Edna  M.  Bowman  and  Vivian 
Cassady. 


NEW  library  of  30  sound  motion  pic- 
tures on  science  and  social  studies  has 
been  made  available  to  the  local  public 
schools  through  the  board  of  education’s 
Educational  Museum.  Most  of  the  films 
are  one  reel  in  length.  Two  projectors 
for  the  showing  of  the  sound  films  are 
loaned  to  the  schools  by  the  museum. 

R.  A.  Emmett,  assistant  manager  of 
Hotels  Mayfair  and  Lennox,  won  the  sec- 
ond prize  of  $25  in  a national  contest  for 
scripts  for  a motion  picture  on  the  train- 
ing of  hotel  front  office  employes. 

Phil  Leslie  of  Fanchon  & Marco’s  ac- 
counting department,  has  been  given  a 
three  weeks’  leave  of  absence  by  Harry 
C.  Arthur,  head  of  F&M  theatres  here,  so 
that  Phil  can  continue  his  new  job  of  writ- 
ing gags  for  A1  Pierce’s  radio  program. 
Pierce  liked  several  samples  of  Leslie’s 
humor,  used  them  to  advantage  and  then 
offered  Phil  the  opportunity  to  work  into 
a regular  position  as  a gag-writer. 

Norris  Houghton  of  New  York  is  to  suc- 
ceed Raymond  Sovey  as  art  director  for 
the  Municipal  Opera.  Sovey  had  this  post 
at  the  open  air  theatre  for  the  past  four 
years. 

Bernie  Evens,  UA  exploiteer,  is  in  town 
to  plug  “Made  for  Each  Other”  . . . Oscar 
Johnson’s  “Ice  Follies  of  1939”  troupe, 
which  participated  in  M-G-M’s  forthcom- 
ing technicolor  screen  extravaganza,  end- 
ed a four-day  stand  at  the  Arena  Mar.  11. 


Sales  Tax  Substitute 
Bill  Is  Defeated 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Democrats  and 
Republicans  combined  March  8 to  defeat 
the  house  ways  and  means  committee’s 
substitute  bill  for  the  re-enactment  of  the 
present  two  per  cent  sales  tax  bill.  The 
vote  was  38  for  and  97  against  perfection 
of  the  bill.  Objections  to  the  measure 
were  it  tightened  enforcement  of  the  col- 
lection of  the  tax  and  raised  taxes  when 
people  are  demanding  less  taxation.  It 
had  been  estimated  the  bill  would  raise 
about  $42,000,000  in  revenue  during  the 
1939-40  biennium  or  about  $2,000,000  more 
than  the  present  law  in  the  past  two  years. 
The  action  forces  the  ways  and  means 
committee  to  go  back  to  two  other  pend- 
ing bills.  One  is  more  drastic  than  the 
bill  killed,  since  it  makes  the  law  perma- 
nent and  requires  the  licensing  of  mer- 
chants. The  other  merely  continues  the 
present  law  for  two  years. 


Illinois  Film  Interests 
Oppose  New  Tax  Bill 

Springfield,  III. — Motion  picture  inter- 
ests of  the  state  are  opposed  to  the 
O’Neill  bill  to  impose  a two  per  cent 
manufacturers’  tax.  They  are  likewise 
against  the  five-day  week  bills  now  pend- 
ing in  both  the  house  and  the  senate. 


Goldberg  Builds  in  Kentucky 
Irvine,  Ky. — M.  Goldberg  is  building  a 
new  theatre  here. 


Action,  Less  Talk, 
Sags  Ed  Bergen 

Chicago — Motion  pictures  must  have 
less  dialogue  and  more  action  in  them  if 
they  are  to  be  boxoffice  attractions  these 
days,  Edgar  Bergen  said  as  he  stopped  off 
in  Chicago  en  route  to  New  York  where 
his  radio  show  is  being  presented  for  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Bergen  has  just  com- 
pleted work  in  Universal’s  “You  Can’t 
Cheat  an  Honest  Man,”  with  W.  C.  Fields. 

Bergen’s  comments  came  as  he  en- 
larged on  west  coast  reports  that  he  soon 
w'ould  organize  his  own  producing  com- 
pany. “While  the  rumor  is  true,”  he  said, 
“it  is  still  only  in  the  discussion  stage  and 
there  is  nothing  definite.  Of  course,  if  I 
produced  the  films  would  be  released 
through  Universal,  where  I have  some  pic- 
tures to  do  yet.” 

The  main  reason  for  his  own  producing 
company  would  be  that  Bergen  would 
have  more  control  over  story  material  and 
other  data  in  the  preparation  of  the  pic- 
ture, he  said.  “And  besides,”  he  added, 
“this  will  be  something  more  permanent, 
to  go  on  beyond  Charlie  McCarthy.” 

Speaking  more  on  present  day  trends 
in  films,  the  comedian  added:  “I  sincerely 
believe  they’ve  over-talked  the  screen  to- 
day. Pictures  will  be  much  better  when 
there  is  less  dialogue,  and  more  action  and 
more  exteriors  offered.” 

Bergen  said  that  short  subjects  imder 
the  present  entertainment  offered  in  the- 
atres, have  no  place  in  production  sched- 
ules. When  and  if  double  features  are 
eliminated,  short  subjects  will  return  to 
their  former  glory  and  he  will  be  among 
the  first  to  appear  in  a series,  he  asserted. 

Others  on  the  Santa  Fe  Chief  were  Don 
Ameche,  Dorothy  Lamour,  members  of  the 
Sunday  night  radio  hour,  and  the  irrepres- 
sible Charlie  McCarthy,  who  made  his 
duly  expected  appearance  for  benefit  of 
scores — it  seemed — of  Chicago  newspaper 
photographers. 


"Honest  Man"  Blurbs 
Net  SRO  Take 

Chicago — Backed  up  with  a knockout 
campaign  by  Tom  Gorman,  Universal’s 
“You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man,”  had 
’em  using  the  SRO  sign  in  rain  and  sleet 
weather  here  over  the  weekend  at  the 
Palace  Theatre.  The  picture  did  so  big 
that  it  is  being  held  a second  week. 


She's  Just  Pausing 
Between  Taxes 

Chicago — Flora  Robson,  English  ac- 
tress en  route  home  after  a role  in 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  “Wuthering 
Heights,”  said  she  would  "murder" — 
figuratively  speaking — anyone  who  in 
later  years  asked  her  why  she  didn't 
save  some  of  the  money  she  made 
acting.  "Why,  between  taxes  in  my 
country  and  taxes  here,  all  I can  do  is 
save  enough  to  keep  going  till  my  next 
part,”  she  commented. 
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Chicago — ^Feature  releases  in  the  Chicago  territory  for  April  are: 

WEEK  OF  APRIL  2 

919 —  Bum  'Em  Up  O'Connor — D.  O'Keefe,  C.  Parker,  H.  Carey,  N.  Pendleton 70-M-G-M 

3819 —  Zaza — C.  Colbert,  H.  Marshall,  B.  Lahr,  H.  Westley,  C.  Collier,  W.  Catlett 86-Para 

3854 —  Pride  of  the  West — William  Boyd,  G.  Hayes,  R.  Hayden,  C.  Fields 55-Para 

928 — Chan  In  Honolulu — S.  Toler,  P.  Brooks,  S.  Yung,  E.  Collins,  J.  King,  D.  Dodd...  67-20th-Fox 
314 — Off  the  Record — P.  O'Brien,  J.  Blondell,  B.  Jordan,  A.  Baxter,  W.  Davidson 71-WB 

— There  Goes  My  Heart — F.  March,  V.  Bruce,  P.  Kelly,  A Mowbray,  E.  Pallette....84-UA 

9050 — Terror  of  Tiny  Town — Entire  cast  of  Midgets 63-Col 

3027 — Last  Warning — P.  Fester,  F.  Jenks,  J Compton,  K,  Linaker,  E.  E.  Clive 63-Univ 

913 — Great  Man  'Votes — J.  Barrymore,  P.  Holden,  V.  Weidler,  D.  MacBride,  C.  Kolb....72-RKO 

824 — I Was  a Convict — B.  MacLane,  B.  Roberts,  C.  Kolb,  B.  Welden 65-Rep 

3853 — Rolhng  Westward — Tex  Ritter  55-Mono 

WEEK  OF  APRIL  9 

913 — Out  West  With  the  Hardys — M.  Rooney,  L.  Stone,  C.  Parker,  A.  Rutherford  ... 84-M-G-M 

3824 — Boy  Trouble — C.  Ruggles,  M.  Boland,  D,  O'Connor,  J.  Mathews,  B.  Lee 74-Para 

926 — Mr.  Moto's  Last  Warning — P.  Lorre,  R,  Cortez,  V.  Field,  G.  Sanders 71-20th-Fox 

313 — Devil's  Island — B.  Karloff,  J.  Stephenson,  N.  Harrigan,  W.  Stanton 62-WB 

362 — Heart  of  the  North — D.  Foran,  G.  Dickson,  G.  Page,  M.  Lindsay,  A.  Jenkins 83-FN 

— Duke  of  West  Point — L.  Hayward,  J.  Fontaine,  T.  Brown,  R.  Carlson,  A.  Curtis. ...109-UA 

9203 — Thundering  West — Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith  55-Col 

3033 — Pirates  of  the  Skies — -K.  Taylor,  R.  Hudson,  L.  Littlefield,  R.  Toomey 61-Univ 

915 — Beauty  for  the  Asking — L.  Ball,  P.  Knowles,  D.  Wood,  F.  Inescort 68-RKO 

853 — Rough  Riders'  Roundup — Roy  Rogers,  M.  Hart,  R.  Hatton 56-Rep 

— Dragnet — Rod  LaRoeque,  Marion  Nixon  (Reissue)  68-Mono 

WEEK  OF  APRIL  16 

921 — Four  Girls  in  White — F.  Rice,  A.  Rutherford,  A.  Marshal,  K.  Taylor 74-M-G-M 

3820 —  Ambush — G.  Swarthout,  L.  Nolan,  £.  Truex,  W.  Henry,  W.  Frawley,  R.  Davis.... 63-Para 

921 —  Jesse  James — T.  Power,  H.  Fonda,  N.  Kelly,  R.  Scott,  S.  Summerville, 

B.  Donlevy  107-20th-Fox 

925 — Tail  Spin — A.  Faye,  C.  Bennett,  N.  Kelly,  J.  Davis,  C.  Farrell,  J.  Wyman. ..,84-20th-Fox 

372 — Nancy  Drew,  Reporter — B.  Granville,  J.  Litel,  F.  Thomas  jr.,  M.  Lee 68-FN 

9009 — Blondie  Meets  the  Boss — P.  Singleton,  A.  Lake,  L.  Simms,  J.  Hale 73-Col 

— Code  of  the  Streets — Little  Tough  Guys,  F.  Thomas,  H.  Carey,  J.  Quigley 69-Univ 

3054 — Ghost  Town  Riders — B.  Baker,  F.  Shannon 54-Univ 

982 — Arizona  Legion — G.  O'Brien,  L.  Johnson,  C.  Moore,  C.  "V/ills,  T.  Chatterton....59-RKO 

810 — My  Wife's  Relatives — Gleason  Family,  M.  Hart,  H.  Davenport,  R.  Ryan 64-Rep 

— Trigger  Smith — Jack  Randall  54-Mono 

— This'll  Make  You  Whistle — J.  Buchanan,  E.  Randolph 65-Sack 

WEEK  OF  APRIL  23 

920 —  Idiot's  Delight — C.  Gable,  N.  Shearer,  E.  Arnold,  B.  Meredith,  J.  Schildkraut..l06-M-G-M 
3818 — Disbarred — G.  Patrick,  O.  Kruger,  R.  Preston,  S.  Toler,  V.  Dabney,  E.  Marr.... 60-Para 

3855 —  In  Old  Mexico — -William  Boyd,  G.  Hayes,  R.  Hayden,  P.  Sutton,  A.  Garcia 67-Para 

746 — Slave  Ship — M.  Rooney,  W.  Baxter,  W.  Beery,  E.  Allen  (Reiss.ue) 91-20th-Fox 

307 — They  Made  Me  a Criminal — J.  Garfield,  Dead  End  Kids,  A.  Sheridan 92-WB 

— Topper  Takes  a Trip — R.  Young,  C.  Bennett,  B.  Burke,  A.  Mowbray 80-UA 

3035 — Strange  Faces — F.  Jenks,  D.  Kent,  A.  Devine,  L.  Ames,  M.  Treen 66-Univ 

911 —  Boy  Slaves — A.  Shirley,  R.  Daniel,  C.  Lane,  A.  Baxter,  A.  Hohl 71-RKO 

8011 — The  Lady  Vanishes — M.  Lockwood,  M.  Redgrave,  P.  Lucas,  D.  M.  Whitty 104-GB 

842 — Home  on  the  Prairie — Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette,  J.  Storey 59-Rep 

3809 — Mystery  Plane — J.  Trent,  Polly  Ann  Young,  M.  Reynolds 61-Mono 

WEEK  OF  APRIL  30 

922 —  Honolulu — E.  Powell,  Robt.  Young,  Burns  & Allen,  R.  Johnson,  C.  Kolb 84-M-G-M 

3863 — The  Beachcomber — Charles.  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester  (Foreign) 90-Para 

3822 — St.  Louis  Blues — D.  Lamour,  L.  Nolan,  J.  Ralph,  M.  Sullivan,  T.  Guizar 87-Para 

933 — Smiling  Along — G.  Fields,  M.  Maguire,  R.  Levesey,  P.  Coke  (Foreign) 83-20th-Fox 

— Whispering  Enemies — J.  Holt,  D.  Costello,  A.  Richards,  J.  Crehan,  D.  Briggs... .62-Col 

3024 — Society  Smugglers — P.  Foster,  I.  Hervey  70-Univ 

3061 — Smoking  Guns — Ken  Maynard  Western  (Reissue) 64-Univ 

912 —  Gunga  Din — C.  Grant,  V.  McLaglen,  D.  Fairbanks  jr.,  S.  Jaffe,  J.  Fontaine  ...1 16-RKO 

823 — Forged  Passport — Paul  Kelly,  J.  Long,  L.  Talbot,  B.  Gilbert 65-Rep 

— Three  Legionnaires — Robt.  Armstrong,  L.  Talbot,  Fifi  D'Orsay 65-Mono 


Chicagoans  Flock  to 
Holmes  Travelogue 

Chicago — Exhibitors  are  trying  to  figure 
out  more  than  ever  now  what  the-  public 
wants  after  Burton  Holmes  in  his  three 
travelogue  appearances  last  week  at  Orch- 
estra Hall  on  “Sweden,”  packed  in  more 
than  7,500.  The  hall  was  filled  to  ca- 
pacity of  2,500  on  Wednesday  and  Friday 
nights,  and  Saturday  matinee. 


Foreign  Films  Forge  on 
In  Critics'  Selection 

Chicago — Selected  as  the  six  best  loop 
films  in  February,  by  Times’  film  critic, 
Doris  Arden,  were:  “Pygmalion,”  “The 
Beachcomber,”  “Idiot’s  Delight,”  “Gunga 
Din,”  “Stagecoach,”  and  “The  Lady 
Vanishes.” 

Added  to  the  list  above,  Mae  Tinee,  Chi- 
cago Tribune  writer,  included:  “They 
Made  Me  a Criminal,”  “Stand  Up  and 
Fight,”  and  “Life  Dances  On.” 


O'Brien  Closes  Several 
Deals  for  RCA  Sound 

St.  Louis — Jack  O’Brien,  RCA  sound 
sales  manager  for  St.  Louis,  has  com- 
pleted several  deals  for  the  new  Magic 
Voice  sound  in  this  area. 

Included  are  the  Union,  Capitol,  Bre- 
men, O’Fallon,  Baden  and  Janet  theatres, 
St.  Louis:  Strand  of  the  Frisina  circuit, 
St.  Charles,  Mo.;  New  Moon,  Vincennes, 
Ind.;  Varsity,  Peoria,  111.;  Lawford,  Ha- 
vana, 111.,  and  Varsity,  Murray,  Ky. 

Roger  Pryor,  Ann  Sothern 
Face  Settlement  Suit 

Chicago  — Roger  Pryor  and  his  wife, 
Ann  Sothern,  are  principal  defendants  in 
a lawsuit  filed  in  superior  court  by  the 
band  leader’s  former  wife,  Priscilla 
Mitchell  Frierson,  in  which  she  charges 
they  both  contrived  to  prevent  her  from 
receiving  her  $50,000  divorce  settlement. 

Co-defendants  are  B&K  Theatres  Corp., 
in  whose  Chicago  theatre,  Pryor  and  Miss 
Sothern,  played  last  week,  and  others. 

Pertle  Plans  Additional 
Seats  at  Beardstown 

Beardstown,  III. — Improvements  con- 
templated for  the  Gem  Theatre,  operated 
by  S.  E.  Pertle  of  Jersey ville.  111.,  will  in- 
clude moving  the  proscenium  arch  back 
so  as  to  provide  space  for  160  additional 
seats,  raising  the  capacity  to  410.  There 
will  also  be  a new  ticket  booth,  lobby  dis- 
plays, etc. 


Carbondale  600-Seater 
Start  in  Three  Months 

Carbondale,  III.  — Construction  is  to 
start  within  three  months  on  a new  the- 
atre to  be  erected  here  by  I.  W.  Rodgers, 
owner  of  the  Rodgers  Theatre.  The  new 
house  will  seat  about  600  persons.  Both 
houses  will  be  operated,  with  one  running 
on  a continuous  show  policy  daily. 


Chicago — With  only  a few  weeks  to  go, 
the  race  for  individual  honors  in  the  Film 
Bowling  League  is  overshadowing  the  team 
race  which  has  now  been  conceded  to  Re- 
public. 

By  the  time  this  is  printed  the  lead  may 
have  changed  again,  but  at  present  Jack 
Kirsch,  who  bowls  for  Republic,  is  lead- 
ing Max  Dreifuss,  also  of  Republic,  by  one 
pin,  and  with  Milton  Bergaman  of  Essa- 
ness,  only  four  pins  back  of  Kirsch. 
Kirsch’s  average  of  179.32  is  slightly  above 
Dreifuss,  while  Bergaman’s  average  is 
179.28. 

Republic  continued  winning  last  week 
by  taking  two  out  of  three  from  National 


Ask  "Daughter"  Be  Kept 
From  East  St,  Louis 

East  St.  Loins — The  East  St.  Louis  Bet- 
ter Films  Council  has  adopted  a resolu- 
tion asking  M.  D.  Lewis,  manager  of  the 
Majestic  Theatre,  not  to  book  “Yes,  My 
Darling  Daughter”  for  showing  in  his  the- 
atre. Two  members  of  the  council  who 
viewed  the  film  said  that  its  attitude 
toward  family  life  is  deplorable,  and  that 
it  should  not  be  shown  in  East  St.  Louis. 


Screen.  When  Universal  won  two  from 
20th  Century-Fox,  and  Film  Carriers  took 
three  from  Photoplay,  the  two  winners 
ended  up  in  a tie  for  second. 
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If  YOU  have  some  used  equipment 
you  no  longer  need  or  if  there  is  some- 
thing you  want — you  can  find  a buyer 
or  seller  at  small  cost  through  THE 
CLEARING  HOUSE.  (Use  handy  "ad 
order"  blank  below.) 


One  Like  This 
Brought  This^^ 


Box  166 

Blair,  Wisconsin 
Februar-y  22,  1939 


BOXOFFICE, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Gentlemen: 

1 sold  my  theatre  at  Fayette,  lo-wa, 
to  Mr.  Lester  Anderson  of  Ridge-way, 
Iowa.  He  took  it  over  on  February  5. 
Anderson  is  a new  man  in  the  pic- 
ture business. 

I would  like  to  have  you  change  the 
address  so  that  I will  get  BOXOFFICE 
here  at  Blcrir,  Wisconsin. 

I put  a for  sale  ad  in  BOXOFFICE 
when  I decided  to  sell  out  and  I re- 
ceived 75  answers  to  my  ad — thought 
you  might  be  interested  to  know  this. 

(Signed)  GEO.  B.  LARSON. 


USE 

THIS 

HANDY 

ORDER 

BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash] 
With  Order)] 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  follo-iving  ad times  in  your  "CLEARING  HOUSE"  section,  running 

through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

(Don  t forget  to  count  words  in  name  and  address  that  is  to  appear  in  the  ad). 

Blind  ads — 10c  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 
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fOROlfHIOn  BUfitflU 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer- 
ence with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION BUREAU, 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  If  data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted, 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  are  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


MT517  Air  filters 

ADVERTISING  MTSIS  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 

MT519  Cooling  coiis 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Siides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT50G  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MTG08  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MT511  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MT515  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MT522  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT535  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MT540  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MT544  Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


LIGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT556  Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT55S  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MTS 61  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MT562  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MT.S63  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Faint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT585  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MTf}53  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MTC63  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT6fi6  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT'675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISN'T  LISTED,  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 

The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  111.  3-18-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Name  

Theatre  

City  State 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 

MT592  Projectors,  standard 

MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 

MT594  Projector  pedestals 

MT595  Projector  parts 

MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 

MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 

MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 

MT599  Lamps,  Incandescent  projection 

MT600  Arc  regulators 

MT601  Arc  controls 

MT602  Control  panels 

MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 

MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  type 

MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 

MT606  Rheostats,  projection 

MT607  Motor-generators 

MT608  Lenses,  projection 

MT609  Lenses,  condenser 

MT610  Current  changers 

MT611  Mirror  reflectors 

MT612  Carbons,  projector 

MT613  Carbon  savers 

MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 

MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 

MT617  Change-over  devices 

MT618  Slide  projection 

MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 

MT620  Take-ups,  film 

MT621  Film  safety  controls 

MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 

MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 

MT624  Film  scales 

MT625  Film  scrapers 

MT626  Film  splicers 

MT627  Film  cleaners 

MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

MT629  Tool  kits 
MT630  Film  cabinets 
MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
MT632  Effect  projectors 
MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
sulphide 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT6S6  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT(390  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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"Job  Night"  Is  Ruled 
Lottery  Scheme 

Lincoln — Attorney  General  Walter 
Johnson  has  ruled  that  “job  night,"  off- 
spring of  Bonk  Night  which  was  banned 
over  a year  ago,  also  is  a lottery. 
Johnson,  in  his  ruling,  said  that  it  was 
a “thinly-veiled  attempt  to  get  around 
the  Bank  Night  lottery  decision,  but 
was  essentially  the  some  kind  of  lot- 
tery." 


Iowa  "Gift"  Bill 
Wins  a Step 

Des  Moines — A bill  which  would  legal- 
ize Bank  Nights  in  Iowa  and  then  levy  a 
tax  of  five  cents  on  each  Bank  Night 
ticket  sold  has  been  approved  by  the  ways 
and  means  committee  of  the  Iowa  house. 

In  all  probability,  however,  the  measui’e 
will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  house  sifting 
committee,  scheduled  to  be  appointed  next 
week,  before  it  will  be  considered  by  the 
house. 

The  bill  was  prepared  by  Rep.  William 
Judd  (Rep.,  Clinton)  although  his  original 
provision  for  a 10-cent-a-ticket  tax  was 
whittled  down  to  five  cents  by  the  ways 
and  means  committee  before  it  recom- 
mended passage  of  the  measure. 

Bank  Night  in  Iowa  now  has  legal  status 
on  the  ground  that  persons  are  eligible 
to  win  awards  without  purchasing  a ticket 
and  attending  the  performance.  Judd’s 
bill  prohibits  all  free  Bank  Night  regis- 
trations. 

The  Judd  bill  would  prohibit  theatre 
operators  from  passing  on  the  tax  to  the 
patrons,  by  requiring  that  regular  prices 
must  be  charged  at  Bank  Night  perform- 
ances. 

Judd  said  he  believed  the  bill  would 
yield  at  least  a million  dollars  a year.  The 
revenue  would  be  used  for  the  old  age 
pension  fund.  He  said  he  will  make  a “de- 
termined effort  to  have  the  bill  enacted 
into  law.” 

Another  bill,  which  would  have  outlawed 
Bank  Night  and  various  other  similar  ar- 
rangements, was  virtually  killed  when  the 
house  police  regulations  committee  issued 
an  unfavorable  report. 

This  measure  would  have  classed  as  a 
lottery  “any  scheme,  plan  or  arrangement 
whereby  any  valuable  thing  is  received 
by  any  person  as  a result  of  chance,  ir- 
respective of  consideration  for  such 
chance.” 


Ludwig  Buys  Adair 

Des  Moines — A.  O.  Ludwig  of  Des  Moines 
has  purchased  the  Adair  Theatre  from 
J.  T.  Seifert.  He  is  completely  remodeling 
the  house  and  hopes  to  open  April  1. 


Opens  Mars  in  Snyder 

Snyder,  Neb. — The  Mars  Theatre  here 
has  been  opened  by  Snyder  business  men. 
It  was  formerly  operated  by  H.  Engel- 
brecht. 


No  Allied  Divorcement  Move 
In  Minnesota  at  Present 


Minneapolis — Northwest  Allied  will  not 
try  to  have  a theatre  divorcement  law 
enacted  by  the  Minnesota  state  legislature 
now  in  session.  President  W.  A.  Steffes 
reveals. 

Committed  to  efforts  to  obtain  such  a 
measure,  the  organization’s  plans  have 
been  disrupted  by  the  repeal  of  the  North 
Dakota  theatre  divorcement  law,  according 
to  Steffes. 

If  the  suit  to  determine  the  constitution- 
ality of  theatre  divorcement  legislation  had 
not  been  terminated  before  the  U.  S.  su- 
preme court  ruled  in  the  matter — the  ter- 
mination being  the  result  of  the  North 
Dakota  law’s  repeal — there  would  have 
been  a divorcement  bill  passed  in  Minne- 
sota, Steffes  insists. 

As  it  is  now,  Steffes  points  out,  even 
though  such  a measure  was  passed  at  the 
present  session,  three  years  at  least  would 
elapse  before  it  could  become  effective  and 
in  the  meantime  the  federal  government’s 
present  suit,  having  divorcement  as  one 
of  its  objectives,  will  be  concluded  and  the 
U.  S.  supreme  court  will  have  the  issue 
before  it  for  review,  either  through  this 
proceedings  or  probable  passage  of  the  law 
in  Kansas. 

A divorcement  law  passed  by  the  Minne- 
sota legislature  now  would  face  the  same 
obstacles  as  the  North  Dakota  measure, 
Steffes  points  out.  The  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  undoubtedly  would  be  given  at 
least  one  year  to  dispose  of  its  85  the- 
atres. Prior  to  the  date  that  it  was  sup- 
posed to  go  into  effect,  the  circuit  likely 
would  start  a suit  similar  to  the  one  it 
filed  in  North  Dakota  challenging  its 
validity.  Trial  of  such  a suit,  with  final 
appeal  to  the  U.  S.  supreme  court,  would 
consume  from  one  to  two  years,  or  longer. 

Steffes  declares  that  Northwest  Allied 


could  have  pushed  a divorcement  bill 
through  the  Minnesota  legislature,  inas- 
much as  a large  number  of  legislature 
members  were  pledged  to  vote  for  it. 


Hold  Kansas  "Divorce"  Bill 
To  Permit  Public  Hearing 

Topeka,  Kas. — The  theatre  divorcement 
bill,  H.  B.  228,  which  passed  in  the  house 
and  which  last  week  was  reported  out  of 
the  senate  judiciary  committee,  has  been 
called  back  into  committee  for  further 
consideration. 

Tlie  bill,  introduced  by  Rep.  Blake  Wil- 
liamson of  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  received  lit- 
tle opposition  in  the  house. 

In  recalling  the  measure.  Senator  Kirk 
Dale,  chairman  of  the  senate  judiciary 
committee,  explained  that  the  committee 
had  not  held  public  hearings,  and  that  in 
order  to  be  fair  to  both  opponents  and 
proponents  of  the  measure,  such  hearings 
would  be  conducted. 

The  divorcement  measure  is  almost 
identical  with  the  North  Dakota  legisla- 
tion, and  would  dissolve  the  ownership  or 
control  relationship  between  exhibition  and 
distribution-production  in  Kansas. 

The  Kansas  house  has  killed  the  chain 
store  tax  measure  that  would  impose  a 
tax  of  from  $10  to  $500  per  unit  on  chain 
stores  in  the  state.  Tlie  senate  has  a com- 
panion bill  which  still  is  alive. 

Senator  Hackney’s  censorship  measure 
(S.  B.  335),  which  bans  block  booking  and 
puts  enforcement  of  censorship  up  to  the 
police  in  each  community,  was  scheduled 
for  action  in  the  senate  this  week  after 
being  reported  out  of  the  senate  judiciary 
committee. 


From  the  Midwest — 


At  the  Warner  sales  coiivention  this  week  in  New  York,  left  to  right:  Art 
Anderson,  Des  Moines;  Hall  Walsh,  St.  Louis;  Rud  Lohrenz,  midwest  district 
manager  ivith  headquarters  in  Chicago;  Sid  Rose,  Omaha;  Ollie  Williamson, 
Memphis,  and  Bill  Warner,  Kansas  City. 
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Discuss  Flexible  Admissions 

Minneapolis — Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  independent  neighborhood  theatre 
owners  are  pondering  the  advisability  of  more  flexible  admission  scales. 

So  far  the  matter  has  only  reached  the  discussion  stage,  but  it  is  likely  to  be 
considered  at  the  forthcoming  Northwest  Allied  convention. 

The  idea  is  to  eliminate  a fixed  admission  charge  for  all  pictures,  but  to  vary 
the  scale  according  to  the  attraction. 

Among  the  suggestion  are  for  "family  nights,"  for  example.  On  such  occa- 
sions all  members  of  the  family  would  be  admitted  for  one  nominal  price. 

Lower  admission  prices  on  Sunday  night  to  combat  the  tough  radio  oppo- 
sition also  ore  being  discussed.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Sunday  matinee  admission 
be  higher  than  that  of  the  Sunday  night. 

During  the  past  several  years,  when  radio  programs  have  been  unusually 
strong,  Sunday  night  business  at  most  theatres  has  suffered  considerably,  according 
to  the  exhibitors. 


Income  Ills  Inspire  an  Attack 
On  Minneapolis  Clearance 


Minneapolis — Local  independent  exhibi- 
tors are  grumbling  because  of  alleged  un- 
fair clearance  and  extended  engagements 
on  which  they  place  the  blame  for  some 
of  their  present  boxoffice  difficulties. 

Long  a bone  of  contention,  clearance 
now  comes  to  the  fore  again  when  the 
neighborhood  theatre  owners  are  harassed 
by  dwindling  grosses  and  are  trying  to 
determine  what’s  wrong  in  the  industry 
and  ways  to  improve  their  conditions. 

Northwest  Allied  leaders  propose  to  have 
the  organization  take  a stand  in  the  mat- 
ter at  the  June  16  convention  here.  They 
feel  that  the  independents’  troubles  are 
in  part  due  to  alleged  clearance  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  the  larger  circuit  houses 
over  neighborhood  and  suburban  houses. 


'Tliey  cite  the  instance  of  the  Gopher  and 
Aster  theatres  here.  These  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  downtown  houses,  playing 
first  runs,  charge  the  same  night  admis- 
sion as  many  of  the  independent  neigh- 
borhood theatres  which  are  compelled  to 
wait  a considerable  period  before  getting 
the  same  pictures.  Moreover,  the  Aster 
double  features  and  has  a 15c  scale  to 
5 p.  m. 

Tlie  independents  also  charge  they’re 
hurt  by  the  long  loms  given  outstanding 
pictures  even  by  the  chain  neighborhood 
houses  that  have  clearance  over  their  the- 
atres. TTiese  long  engagements,  both  down- 
town and  uptown,  milk  the  attractions,  it 
is  contended. 


"Snow  White"  Dual 
"All  a Mistake" 

Minneapolis — TTiere’ll  be  no  more  dou- 
ble featuring  of  “Snow  White”  in  this  ter- 
ritory, L.  E.  Goldhammer,  RKO  branch 
manager,  has  assured  the  disturbed  trade. 

Appearance  of  the  Disney  classic  on  a 
dual  bill  at  the  15-cent  Crystal  Theatre 
in  the  lower  loop  here  was  unauthorized 
and  all  a mistake,  according  to  Goldham- 
mer. 

Some  of  the  neighborhood  independents 
who  had  just  shown  the  picture  as  a single 
featm-e  at  25c  and  a few  other  exhibitors 
were  wrought  up  by  the  Crystal’s  action, 
but  Goldhammer  explains  he  was  unaware 
of  what  had  happened  until  after  the  en- 
gagement. 

When  he  did  learn  of  the  double  fea- 
turing, Goldhammer  says  he  was  as  much 
angered  as  any  of  the  competing  exhibi- 
tors. He  declares  he  called  Irving  Gill- 
man,  owner  of  the  Crystal,  on  the  carpet. 
The  picture  was  sold  as  a single  feature, 
according  to  Goldliammer.  Gillman  admit- 
ted he  made  a “mistake,”  the  RKO  branch 
manager  says. 

“If  I had  known  at  the  time  that  the 


Crystal  was  double  featuring  ‘Snow  White’ 
I would  have  gone  to  the  theatre  and,  if 
necessary,  taken  the  print  away,”  asserts 
Goldhammer. 

Relative  to  the  reduction  in  percentage 
terms  after  he  had  gone  on  record  last 
year  to  the  effect  that  “Snow  White” 
never  would  be  released  to  Twin  City  in- 
dependents for  less  than  40  per  cent,  Gold- 
hammer explains  that  the  present  30  per 
cent  applies  only  if  the  gross  fails  to  reach 
specified  amounts.  Under  such  a contract, 
he  asserts,  RKO  has  obtained  as  much  as 
60  per  cent  as  its  share  for  the  film. 

Wirthman  Will  Bebuild 
Fire-Damaged  Isis 

Kansas  City — After  being  damaged  by 
fire  to  the  extent  of  $30,000  a week  ago, 
the  Fox  Isis  is  being  rebuilt  immediately 
by  J.  C.  Wirthman,  the  owner.  In  the 
meantime,  P.  E.  Ritter,  Harry  Biederman, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Isis  staff  have 
moved  down  to  the  Apollo,  dark  several 
years,  and  will  use  it  during  the  interim. 
The  Isis  fire  apparently  started  in  the 
foyer,  but  the  cause  is  unknown. 


Tent  No.  16  Dance 

Omaha — Variety  Club  of  Omaha,  Tent 
No.  16,  will  hold  its  spring  dinner  dance 
March  25,  at  the  Fontenelle  Hotel. 


"Missouri"  Bows 
To  K.  C.  Throng 

Kansas  City  — The  world  premiere  of 
Paramount’s  “I’m  From  Missouri”  at  the 
Newman  Theatre  attracted  throngs  of 
people  Thursday  night.  It  was  a gala 
occasion,  not  only  because  of  the  local 
background  of  the  American  Royal  live- 
stock show,  but  the  personal  appearances 
of  Shirley  Ross,  Judith  Barrett  and  Lynne 
Overman,  featured  players  in  the  fUm. 
Overman  is  a native  Missourian. 

Robert  Gillham,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  of  Paramount,  also  was  here 
for  the  occasion,  Gladys  George,  who  co- 
stars  with  Bob  Burns,  was  scheduled  to  ap- 
pear, but  illness  of  her  husband,  Leonard 
Penn,  kept  her  in  Hollywood. 

A street  broadcast  of  the  arrival  of  the 
stars  and  guests  was  conducted.  A spe- 
cial hookup  was  arranged  with  Bob  Burns 
speaking  to  the  premiere  audience  from 
Hollywood.  The  first  nighters  also  received 
souvenirs  and  autographed  photos  of  the 
star. 

In  addition  to  personal  appearances  at 
the  theatre,  the  stars  were  hosted  at  the 
American  Royal  Cafe  in  the  livestock  cen- 
ter for  luncheon  and  at  the  Muehlebach 
Terrace  Grill  after  the  show. 


Governor  and  Mrs.  Stark 
Host  Crowd  at  Capital 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Gov.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd  C.  Stark  were  hosts  Wednesday 
night  to  a group  of  state  officials  and  the 
capital  city  legislative  corps  at  a premiere 
showing  of  “I’m  From  Missouri.” 

Public  Opinion  Only  Safe 
Censor,  Asserts  Paper 

Des  Moines — The  Des  Moines  Tribmie, 
in  commenting  editorially  last  week  on  a 
survey  made  of  American  cities  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  as  to  the 
observance  of  the  civil  rights  of  citizens, 
indirectly  hit  at  the  attempt  being  made 
to  set  up  a state  board  of  motion  picture 
censors  by  Sen.  A.  E.  Augustine  of  Oska- 
loosa  with: 

“Tire  ‘censorship’  invoked  by  public 
opinion  and  reaction  is  about  the  only 
safe  one.” 

"Daughter"  Undergoes 
Slight  Censorship 

Kansas  City — Only  a few  minor  elimin- 
ations were  made  by  the  Kansas  censor 
board  in  passing  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter,” Warner’s  film  that  had  censor  dif- 
ficulties in  the  east.  The  picture  has  been 
doing  No.  1 business  over  the  country,  and 
was  held  for  a second  week  at  the  Or- 
pheum  here. 


Revamp  Brandeis  Office 

Omaha — Work  on  the  remodeling  of  the 
front  office  of  the  Brandeis  Theatre  here 
will  start  soon.  Plans  have  been  completed 
calling  for  a general  overhauling  of  the 
office. 
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JJARRY  HIERSTEINER,  FamUy  Theatre 
manager,  didn’t  know  he  was  telling 
the  Boxoffice  correspondent  there  weren’t 
two  seats  for  “Hell’s  Angels’’  left  in  the 
house  last  Friday.  And  he  opened  the 
door  so  we  could  see  for  ourselves,  too  . . . 
Memo  for  Joe’s  Smith  and  Ancher:  Next 
time  you  visit  headquarters,  give  us  a 
ring  on  that  guest  telephone  featured  in 
the  news  this  week. 

Marguerite  Letois,  Monogram  mspectress, 
thought  Bob  Hoese  was  kidding  the  other 
day  when  he  asked  her  if  the  pope  was  in. 
He  really  was  hunting  that  film,  “The 
Pope  of  Peace,”  though  . . . Wonder  if 
F.  E.  Judd  will  see  this  and  take  the  hint. 
< Our  little  Mitzi  Lee  is  wild  about  toy 
aeroplanes  just  like  that  “Tailspin  Tommy” 
one  in  at  Monogram  . . . ahem). 

E.  R.  Rushing  of  Grand  National  called 
bright  and  early  Monday  morning  asking 
us  to  say  it  isn’t  so — he  DID  NOT  resign 
. . . Chuck  Davis  of  the  Northwesterners 
now  has  a wife  in  addition  to  the  accor- 
dion he  squeezes  in  “Starlight  Over  Texas.’’ 
It’s  quite  the  contrary  with  Jess  Carter. 
He  never  had  an  accordion  and  now  he 
has  no  wife  (they’re  being  divorced,  he 
says) . 


^HE  story  of  how  E.  C.  Arehart  of  Mil- 
ford disposed  of  45  theatre  chairs  just 
like  that  (snap  your  fingers)  via  an  R & T 
ad  cracked  the  front  page  of  the  Register 
Saturday  morning  in  a special  box  headed, 
“Have  You  a Theatre  Chair  in  Your 
Home?”  Great  publicity,  E.  C.,  but  we’re 
curious  about  the  identity  of  the  DM  man 
to  whom  you  sold  the  chairs. 


Tom  Brown  of  Iowa  City  is  spending 
his  vacation  in  hot  water  ...  or  didn’t  he 
go  to  Hot  Springs  to  take  the  “Bawths?” 


After  a 365-day  diet  which  excluded 
films,  hungry  Walnut,  la.,  fans  are  show- 
ing their  appreciation  at  the  boxoffice  to 
Roy  S.  Werky  for  reopening  the  local 
house. 


That  fellow  with  the  hearty  laugh  in 
at  National  Screen  the  other  day  turned 
out  to  be  M.  L.  Levy,  loquacious  Oelwein 
exhibitor. 


What  are  Nate  Sandler’s  Northwood  pa- 
trons gonna  think  when  they  see  that 
amazing  tan  he  got  out  in  California? 


If  there  is  any  exhibitor  in  the  state 
younger  and  handsomer  than  blond,  curly- 
haired  Marvin  Fosse,  who  operates  the 
Pastime  at  LaPorte  City  and  the  Grand 
at  Wellman,  Filmrow  would  like  to  know 
about  it.  (He’s  single,  too,  girls!) 


We  hear  Lee  Henry  is  sulking  because 
since  his  wife  was  initiated  into  the 
P.E.O.  at  Stuart  recently,  she  doesn’t  have 
time  to  mind  the  boxoffice. 


In  at  Republic,  the  staff  is  exploiting 
the  “Lone  Ranger”  serial  by  wearing  those 
little  Heigh-Yo  Silver  caps  . . . The  Film 
Traiisportation  boys  look  like  a million 
in  those  new  postman  blue  outfits  . . . 
Mrs.  Morris  Smith  is  really  as  lovely  as 
she  looks,  they  say.  The  Carl  Sokolof’s 
new  little  Phillis  Ann  is  as  dark  as  her 
sister  Florence  is  blond. 

G.  Ralph  Branton’s  secretary  says  she 
doesn’t  want  her  name  (Virginia  Orr)  in 
this  column,  because  nobody  ever  reads  it 
anyhoo  (Heck!  We  thought  they  did!)  . . . 
Sweetest  style  note  sounded  on  the  Row 
this  week:  Hazel  Dunn’s  chartreuse 
sweater  of  classic  design  . . . How  come 
all  those  Chicago  filmites  are  following 
this  column  so  closely? 

Leading  questions  of  the  week:  Why 
were  those  two  eminent  Filmrowers  haunt- 
ing the  state  house  this  week?  Oh,  nooooo 
— they’re  not  worrying  about  those  Bank 
Night  bills — oh,  nooooo  . . . Who  is  that 
exotic-looking  blonde — pardon  me,  she’s  a 
red-head  now — who  caused  such  a panic 
on  the  Row  the  other  day?  Why  does 
Florence  Wieland  have  to  go  all  the  way 
to  Cedar  Rapids  to  read  Boxoffice.^*  What 


Filmrow  was  sorry  to  hear  about  the  ac- 
cident to  Bob  Malek’s  mother-in-law  at 
Gladbrook.  She  is  recovering  at  a Mar- 
shalltown hospital. 


Lyle  Nolan  of  Ruthven  is  another  16 
mm.  fan.  He  puts  out  a local  newsreel 
once  a month  and  offers  a similar  service 
to  surrounding  theatre  owners.  Some  of 
his  Technicolor  productions  are  beauties. 


Wasn’t  that  Meredith  of  Sigourney  and 
Ted  Allen  of  Guthrie  Center  bending  el- 
bows on  Twelfth  and  High? 


Julius  Geertz  of  the  Uptown  in  Daven- 
port is  vacationing  in  California  . . . The 
Charles  Petersons  are  back  from  there 
where  they  saw  Eddie  Cantor  award  the 
$50,000  Movie  Quiz  prize  . . . Buck  DeNune 
of  the  Majestic  in  DeWitt  is  in  Chicago 
for  one  or  all  three  of  these  things:  To 
bet  on  the  dogs;  bet  on  the  horses;  or 
attend  a beauty  operators’  convention. 


Attention  Tom  Arthur  of  the  Cecil  Thea- 
tre in  Mason  City:  Elmer  Tilton  loaned  us 
the  script  of  “Man  of  Conquest”  . . . ad- 
monishing us  to  bring  it  back  and  not  be 
like  T.  Arthur  (it’s  because  of  that  unre- 
turned copy  of  “Anthony  Adverse,”  Tom). 


R.  M.  Bernau  of  Lake  City  is  being  kid- 
ded because,  although  he  has  contracts 
with  seven  major  companies,  he  was  forc- 
ed to  go  out  and  buy  another  picture  to  fill 
a Sunday  date. 


Oky  Goodman,  Rockwell  City’s  I’m-for- 
Bank-Night  exhibitor,  says  he’ll  abandon 
the  theatre  for  golf  in  about  three  weeks. 


did  Myron  Blank  want  with  a screwdriver 
Thursday  afternoon? 

Leading  question  among  leading  ques- 
tions: What  film  biz  big-wig  tore  his  wig 
into  a little  one  over  a Tribune  columnist’s 
item  this  week?  (the  item  implied  his  firm 
was  caught  napping  in  its  comfortable 
theatre  chairs  while  nearby  Marshalltown 
booked  ahead  of  it  the  first  real  picture 
the  industry  has  hawked  in  a long  time) . 
He  musta  raised  unholy  Ned  with  the  pow- 
ers that  be,  for  in  the  Tribune’s  next  edi- 
tion the  columnist  meekly  requested  local 
fans  not  to  go  ’way  because  the  picture 
would  show  soon  in  DM — Gee  Whiz!  What 
a golden  opportunity  to  have  made  a lot 
of  friends  and  capitalized  on  the  original 
publicity  by  apologizing  verbosely  to  the 
trade  for  making  it  trek  outa  the  state’s 
capital  city  to  see  one  of  the  year’s  out- 
standing films. 

Now  ive  know  how  Harry  Holdsberg  keeps 
that  good-looking  sun-tan  even  during  this 
bleak  sunless  winter.  We  overheard  him 
tell  Ken  Clayton  that  the  only  reason  he 
ever  listens  to  Ken’s  radio  program  is  be- 
cause it  always  comes  on  while  he’s  baisk- 
ing  under  his  sun-lamp  and  the  radio’s 
too  far  from  the  lamp  for  him  to  tune 
Ken  out  . . . Sain  Clark  has  invited  Ken 
to  ride  that  special  choo-choo  from  Chi- 
cago to  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  for  the  pre- 
mier of  “Dodge  City”  March  31  . . . Ken 
is  languishing  to  go  because  that  gorgeous 
red-head,  Ann  Sheridan,  is  the  star  and 
Ken  hasn’t  seen  her  since  he  squired  her 
to  dinner  in  Hollywood  last  December. 

Speed  Lambert’s  wormy  exploiteering  is 
causing  a lot  of  comment  here  long  after 
Huckleberry  Finn’s  adventures  have  been 
forgotten.  R.  W.  McEwan  of  the  Magic 
Eye  telephoned  this  week  wanting  to  know 
whereineck  (not  verbatim)  they  got  those 
worms.  He  wants  some  to  accompany  him 
on  a fishing  trip  in  the  Ozarks  (Don  Allen 
says  a Lee  Township  man  raises  ’em  for  a 
living — on  coffee  grounds,  ugh!)  Don  is 
afraid  Western  Union  people  may  think 
that  theatre  managers  aren’t  quite  bright, 
with  Speed  Lambert  wiring  him  to  ex- 
press 100  of  the  slimy  little  fellows  (worms, 
not  managers)  to  the  Stuart  Tlreatre  in 
Lincoln. 

M.  E.  {“Cannonball”  or  “Pudgy”)  Lee  at 
Central  States  expects  to  undergo  a ton- 
sillotomy soon  . . . He  requests  sunflowers 
from  his  friends  . . . Ralph  Blank,  dis- 
trict manager  from  Fremont,  Neb.,  got 
DM  soot  on  his  nose  this  week  . . . Over 
at  M-G-M  Howard  Dunn  was  promoted  to 
office  manager,  Jerry  McGlynn  to  sales- 
man, Bud  Gaskell,  first  booker,  and  Shel- 
don Shumow  from  Kaycee  is  the  new- 
comer. 

In  spite  of  two  more  feet  under  his  table 
'on  his  wife’s  lap,  to  be  exact),  Ben  Lass 
still  manages  to  maintain  his  sartorial 
splendor  . . . Filmrowers  are  marveling 
because  poker-faced  Lionel  Wasson  smiled 
broadly  in  one  of  those  pictures  he  brought 
back  from  Hollywood  (well,  who  wouldn’t?) 

. . . Joe  Kinsky,  Tri-States  district  mana- 
ger from  Davenport,  was  seen  lurking 
around  town  this  week. 


...AW,  SHUCKS!  . 

J From  the  Tall  Corn— By  RENE  McCLUSKEY 
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Omaha  to  Decorate 
For  D.  P.  Film 

Omaha — Contract  for  street  decorations 
for  “Union  Pacific,”  which  will  have  its 
world  premiere  here  April  28,  has  been 
let.  Evert  R.  Cummings,  district  manager 
of  Tri-States  Theatre  Corp.,  and  supervis- 
ing director  of  the  premiere,  has  an- 
nounced. 

The  contract  calls  for  decorating  44 
blocks  in  the  city  including  two  blocks 
of  false  store  fronts  adjoining  the  Omaha 
Theatre  to  cost  $1,000. 

The  Omaha  will  be  covered  with  a false 
front  to  represent  the  city’s  old  Orpheum 
and  will  be  an  exact  reproduction. 

Already  15,000  dresses  of  the  1869  period 
have  been  sold.  Sales  have  gone  to  every 
city  on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  system. 
Railroad  employes,  who  will  come  to  Oma- 
ha for  the  premiere  on  special  trains,  will 
arrive  togged  in  the  old  time  fashion. 
Orders  have  been  placed  for  3,000  more 
dresses  with  the  possibility  that  the  total 
sale  will  extend  beyond  20,000. 

Already  17  floats  have  been  signed  for 
the  historical  parade.  Floats  already  en- 
tered are: 

1.  “The  Great  Plains,”  depicting  Indian 
scenes  before  arrival  of  the  white  man. 

2.  “The  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,” 
which  explored  the  Missom’i  valley  region 
as  far  north  as  Omaha  in  1804.  The  As- 
torian  expedition  of  1810  on  the  Oregon 
Trail  will  also  be  pictured. 

3.  “Coming  of  the  White  Man,”  showing 
covered  wagons  and  family  groups. 

4.  The  disastrous  “Mormon  Winter  of 
1885”  in  quarters  north  of  Florence.  Plans 
call  for  an  artificial  snow  and  wind  ma- 
chine. 

5.  “The  City  Is  Built,”  showing  the  first 
settlement  on  Omaha’s  present  site,  found- 
ed in  1854  by  A.  D.  Jones,  first  postmaster. 

6.  “The  Pony  Express,”  which  preceded 
the  telegraph  and  railroads. 

7.  Showing  President  Lincoln  standing 
on  a hill  in  Council  Bluffs  with  General 
Dodge  looking  toward  the  site  of  Omaha. 

8.  “The  Steamboat  Era,’’  recalling  river 
trade  between  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  Omaha. 

Union  Pacific  President  W.  M.  Jeffers 
is  scouring  the  west  to  bring  here  a train- 
load of  authentic  historical  rigs,  to  be 
manned  by  “early  west”  characters  still 
living. 

Invitations  have  been  sent  to  24  cities 
in  four  states  to  participate  in  the  parade. 
North  Platte  has  already  promised  two 
floats  as  well  as  a large  delegation  of 
marchers. 

Mayor  Barrett  Defeated 
For  New  Nomination 

Columbia,  Mo. — Rex  Barrett,  local  man- 
ager of  the  Commonwealth  chain  and 
mayor  of  Columbia,  was  defeated  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  him- 
self to  the  mayoralty  post.  Barrett,  now 
completing  his  two-year  term,  ran  second 
in  the  balloting. 


South  Dakota  Notes 

By  TOMMY  CHARACK 

gANDO  HOLMAN,  who  formerly  operated 
the  showhouse  at  New  Effington,  plans 
to  build  a new  theatre  at  Sisseton,  S.  D. 
Tentative  plans  call  for  a $50,000  two- 
story  structure  with  offices  and  an  apart- 
ment on  the  upper  floor.  If  Holman  car- 
ries through  his  project,  Sisseton  will  have 
two  new  theatres,  inasmuch  as  Stanley 
Smith  has  received  permission  from  the 
city  council  to  move  his  present  theatre 
building  into  the  street  and  continue  show- 
ing until  his  new  showhouse  is  completed. 
Stan  Smith’s  new  theatre  will  be  a single 
story,  air-conditioned,  fire-proof  brick 
building  with  a seating  capacity  of  500. 
The  Henry  Carlson  Construction  Co.  of 
Sioux  Falls  has  been  awarded  the  con- 
tract. 


Charles  Lee  Hyde  of  Pierre  is  in  south 
Texas  for  several  weeks  on  business. 


A.  D.  Fitzgerald,  operator  of  the  Princess 
Theatre  at  Miller,  is  anxiously  awaiting 
for  the  ice  to  thaw  so  that  he  can  get 
his  new  outboard  motor  boat  out  on  the 
lake.  “Fitz”  is  quite  a racing  enthusiast 
and  constructs  all  his  own  racing  crafts. 


John  Underwood  of  the  new  Dells  The- 
atre at  Dell  Rapids,  in  Minneapolis  the 
weekend  on  business. 


Bill  Crystal,  Grand  National  manager, 
made  a trip  through  this  territory  during 
the  past  week. 


Lorraine  and  Nelson  Logan  back  look- 
ing after  things  at  the  Roxy  Theatre, 
Mitchell,  until  the  senior  Mr.  Logan  re- 
covers from  his  recent  illness. 


Leo  Heibel,  formerly  with  the  Paramount 
exchange  in  Sioux  Falls  and  now  operat- 
ing the  Century  in  Leola,  is  looking  for 
a spot  to  build  a new  theatre. 


Elmer  Bang,  Em-eka  exhibitor,  hand- 
ling “The  Pace  That  Kills”  for  South  Da- 
kota territory. 


Des  Moines  Tops  Family 
Buying,  Survey  Shows 

Des  Moines — Every  year  the  magazine 
Sales  Management  makes  an  extensive 
survey  of  buying  power  throughout  the 
United  States. 

This  survey  shows  Des  Moines  to  be 
first  among  all  American  cities  in  effective 
buying  income  per  family — $3,778.  So  if 
the  Des  Moines  grosses  on  a picture  are 
not  impressive,  exhibitors  in  other  cities 
throughout  the  country  may  be  justified 
in  deciding  that  there  is  something  wrong 
with  the  film. 

Washington  is  second  in  the  survey  with 
$3,767  and  Minneapolis  is  third  with  $3,700. 
New  York  is  fourth. 


John  L,  Spielman  Dead 

Topeka,  Kas.  — John  L.  Spielman,  of 
Overbrook,  died  here  Tuesday.  He  was 
the  father  of  J.  Ward  Spielman,  manager 
of  the  Gem  at  Baldwin  and  the  Rialto  at 
Lyndon. 


Last  Adverse  Bill 
Out  in  Nebraska 

Lincoln — Slate  of  Nebraska  film  busi- 
ness worries  in  the  1939  legislature  was 
polished  this  week  in  committee,  when 
the  bill  asking  for  booth  toilets  was  in- 
definitely pigeonholed.  It  was  the  last 
standing  measure  which  would  affect  Ne- 
braska exhibitors,  since  it  asked  for  toilets 
in  booths  of  all  theatres  in  towns  of  1,000 
population,  or  more. 

Tv'o  weeks  ago,  when  the  divorcement 
measure  and  the  sales  regulation-censor- 
ship bills  were  killed,  the  climax  was 
reached,  because  these  were  the  tough  bills 
of  the  session.  The  toiletry  provision,  now 
disapproved,  eliminates  the  last  worry  as 
things  stand  today,  unless  there  are  re- 
vivals or  emergency  actions. 

Senator  Dick  Johnson’s  bill,  which  is 
backed  by  film  business  and  seeks  to  kill 
the  possibility  a walkathon,  or  endurance 
show  of  any  kind  in  Nebraska,  was  passed 
by  the  unicameral  and  sent  on  to  the 
governor  for  signature.  It  is  known  Gov- 
ernor Cochran  favors  the  measure.  This 
measure  provides  10  days  to  6 months 
jail  term  and  $1,000  fine  for  staging  an 
endurance  show. 


Edelsteins  Demand  for 
Product  Must  Be  Met 

Minneapolis — Home  office  legal  depart- 
ments have  advised  local  major  film  ex- 
changes that  they  must  service  the  newly 
constructed  Grant  Theatre,  Eveleth,  Minn., 
although  most  of  them  were  reluctant  to 
do  so  because  the  house  was  built  in  a 
situation  already  having  two  theatres, 
which  they  believed  to  be  entirely  suffi- 
cient for  the  needs  of  a community  of 
its  size. 

Sam  Edelstein  constructed  the  Grant  in 
opposition  to  the  two  houses  operated  by 
William  Kh’ause  for  many  years. 

Edelstein  demanded  either  first-runs  or 
second-runs.  The  exchanges,  satisfied  with 
their  dealings  with  Krause,  preferred  to 
continue  doing  business  with  the  latter. 
It  was  argued  by  the  branches  that  the 
town  was  too  small  for  second-runs  which 
would  be  injurious  to  the  Krause  first- 
runs. 

However,  Edelstein  employed  legal  tal- 
ent to  press  his  claims.  When  court  ac- 
tion was  threatened  the  home  office  legal 
departments  advised  the  exchanges  here 
that  Edelstein  was  within  his  rights  in 
demanding  product  and  that  they  would  be 
required  to  provide  him  with  it. 


Hint  of  Sequel 

Omaha — Possibility  that  a sequel  to 
“Boys  Town”  will  be  filmed  was  dropped 
in  a remark  by  Father  Flanagan,  head  of 
the  boys  home  here,  at  Indianapolis  re- 
cently. Father  Flanagan  declined  to  com- 
ment on  the  matter  and  said  any  an- 
nouncements would  have  to  be  made  from 
Hollywood. 
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Reach  Profit  Basis 
After  a Closing 

Minneapolis — By  giving  up  the  4,200- 
seat  Minnesota  Theatre,  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  has  been  able  to  put  its 
downtown  operations  here  on  a profitable 
basis,  according  to  information  in  local 
film  circles. 

The  big  de  luxe  house  was  a consistent 
heavy  loser  and  a big  drain  on  the  circuit 
when  it  was  in  operation  and  later  even 
when  it  was  closed  and  the  rental  had  to 
be  met.  Its  closing  also  has  helped  busi- 
ness at  other  loop  theatres. 

Since  its  opening  several  months  ago, 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.’s  new 
Gopher  Theatre  in  the  loop  has  been  a 
winner  every  week.  It  has  developed  into 
a highly  profitable  venture. 

The  Minnesota  is  still  without  a pros- 
pective tenant  and  its  future  continues  to 
be  doubtful.  Opinion  in  local  show  circles 
still  leans  to  the  view  that  ultimately  its 
owners  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish  it 
to  the  fee  owners  who  will  wind  up  by 
tearing  it  down  for  a parking  lot. 

Under  any  circumstances  the  huge  the- 
atre’s operating  “nut”  would  be  terrific. 
Coupled  with  this  handicap  would  be  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  satisfactory  screen 
product  and  other  attractions. 


Kaycee  Sound  Service 
To  Larger  Quarters 

Kansas  City — The  Kansas  City  Sound 
Service  Co.  has  moved  from  126  West 
Eighteenth  St.,  where  it  has  been  located 
for  the  past  year,  to  the  second  floor  of 
1818  Wyandotte  St.,  where  it  now  is  get- 
ting settled  in  several  times  the  space  it 
has  been  occupying.  The  company  head- 
ed by  Paul  Humston  and  Eleanor  Bell,  to- 
gether with  American  Films,  Inc.,  will  have 
a screening  room,  vaults,  reception  room, 
two  offices,  storeroom,  etc. 

Occasion  for  the  expansion  is  the  in- 
creasing interest  in  16  mm.  equipment. 
'The  Kansas  City  Sound  Service  is  fac- 
tory representative  in  Kansas,  part  of 
Oklahoma,  and  Western  Missouri  for  the 
Ampro  line. 


Omaha  Grosses  Hurt 
By  Siege  of  Flu 

Omaha — A siege  of  influenza  and  colds, 
which  have  followed  cold  and  sloppy 
weather  here,  had  a big  effect  on  theatre 
grosses  the  past  week. 

Although  there  has  been  no  curb  on 
schools  and  theatres,  many  classes  in 
schools  have  been  excused  due  to  the  small 
number  of  students  reporting.  More  than 
70  teachers  were  absent  last  week  due  to 
illness. 

Weather  has  been  exceedingly  change- 
able with  warm  days  followed  by  freezing 
temperatures  with  lots  of  snow  and  some 
rain. 

Unless  the  situation  becomes  worse  no 
official  steps  are  expected  to  be  taken  to 
curb  public  gatherings. 


APPROXIMATELY  50  attended  the  Va- 
riety Club  luncheon  last  Monday  and 
heard  Sydney  M.  Cook,  vice-president  of 
the  Columbia  National  Bank,  expound  the 
history  and  operation  of  the  federal  reserve 
system.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Banking. 

Captain  Walter  Branson  of  the  George 
Schaefer  Drive  forces  for  RKO  was  here 
this  week  conferring  with  T.  R.  Thomp- 
son, local  branch  manager.  Harry  Mich- 
aelson,  short  subject  sales  manager,  ac- 
companied Branson. 

Miss  Alberta  Meinert,  who  has  been  with 
the  Glen  W.  Dickinson  circuit  for  several 
years,  and  who  for  the  past  year  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  group’s  “Lobby  Shops” 
department,  was  married  Saturday  night, 
March  11,  to  Wilbur  L.  Clark  of  Kansas 
City  . . . John  Shannon,  who  has  been  in 
the  auditing  department  of  the  Dickinson 
theatres  for  several  months,  has  taken 
charge  of  Lobby  Shop  operation. 

The  Osage,  R.  R.  Biechele’s  Kansas  City, 
Kas.,  house,  reopened  March  11  after  a re- 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  <&  Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

HA.  1389  2620  Charlotte  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone:  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  'R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


furbishing,  to  a good  crowd  . . . Glen  E. 
Klock  of  Neodesha,  Kas.,  is  opening  his 
netv  house  in  Fredonia,  Kas.,  March  24. 

On  the  Row:  Curly  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo.;  Paul  Taylor,  Richmond,  Mo.; 
George  Hayob,  Marshall,  Mo.;  M.  B.  Press- 
ley,  Globe,  Savannah,  Mo.;  Lloyd  Lenhart, 
Clinton,  Mo.;  George  Lehman,  Plaza,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.;  Prank  Anderson,  Kirksville 
Mo. 

Harry  Till’s  Courier  at  Hamilton,  Mo., 
got  lost  in  the  fog  last  Friday  night.  At 
least  Johnny  Scott  said  he  couldn’t  find 
the  place.  Maybe  is  wasn’t  the  theatre  that 
loas  lost,  Johnny  . . . M.  B.  Pressley,  who 
operates  the  New  Globe  at  Savannah,  Mo., 
held  a free  show  for  his  patrons  March  16 
on  the  first  anniversary  of  his  operation 
of  the  house. 

Add  exhibitors:  Bill  Wagner,  Indepen- 
dence, Kas.;  Elmer  Bills,  Salisbury,  Mo.; 
Louis  Griefe,  Windsor,  Mo.;  A.  J.  Simmons, 
Lamar,  Mo.;  Fi’ank  Weary,  Richmond,  Mo.; 
E.  B.  Danielson  and  his  son  Dale,  Russell, 
Kas.;  W.  G.  Forest,  Rex,  Joplin,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St. — Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 


SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 
ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2G0G  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 


SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2G94 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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^HE  ibowling  bug  has  hit  at  20th-Fox 

where  two  teams,  the  Features  and  the 
Shorts,  have  been  organized.  Tliey  roll 
every  Friday  night.  Members  of  the  Fea- 
tures are  Bob  Hansen,  Lena  Kuyk,  Johnny 
O’Keefe,  Virginia  Hansen.  The  Shorts 
team  includes  Fran  Williams,  Dorothy 
Grabbert,  Tibbye  Wolfson  and  Marvin 
Fraser.  As  is  customary  the  losers  buy. 

Alice  Neal  moved  hack  to  first  plaice  in 
the  Warner  Bros.  Sears  Drive  contest  last 
week  . . . Boh  Ringler,  Monogram,  and 
Frank  Hollingsworth,  left  for  New  York 
last  Thursday  . . . Mel  Evidon,  Columbia 
manager  at  Des  Moines,  was  in  Omaha  for 
two  days  last  week. 

Tibbye  Wilson,  biller,  and  Rube  Wagle, 
the  bowler-booker  at  20th-Fox,  were  ab- 
sent due  to  illness  last  week.  Likewise 
Mary  Bolrt,  biller,  and  Marie  Frankson, 
inspectress,  at  RKO.  It  was  the  old  flu 
bug. 

Harry  Shumow,  M-G-M  manager,  and 
Carl  Nedley,  Fred  Thortsen  and  Charles 
Lieh,  the  newly  wed,  M-G-M  salesmen, 
left  for  Chicago  Saturday  to  attend  the 
M-G-M  sales  convention  . . . Boh  Bertram 
is  hooking  for  the  Minne  Lusa  here  now. 

R.  V.  Fletcher,  Lyric,  Hartington,  Neb., 
came  up  with  the  week’s  best  crowd-pleaser 
last  week.  When  the  winter’s  most  severe 
blizzard  cut  off  power  for  a few  minutes 
at  the  Lyric,  Fletcher  stepped  to  the  door 
and  said:  “Don’t  get  excited,  friends,  the 
lights  will  be  back  on  just  as  soon  as  the 
squirrels  get  off  the  wire.” 

Walt  Bradley,  Moon,  Neligh,  Neh.,  has 
heen  confined  to  his  home  due  to  illness 
. . . T.  Hilton  Fonda  jr.,  a cousin  of  Henry 
Fonda,  will  say  “I  do”  with  Doris  Schloud 
some  time  in  May.  Fonda  is  a shipper  at 
20th-Fox  . . . Julia  Anderson  celebrated 
her  birthday  last  week  but  refused  to  di- 
vulge which  one.  She  is  cashier  at  GN. 
That  charming  necklace,  among  her  many 
gifts,  came  from  where?  She  said  her 
grandmother. 

Exhibitors  taking  advantage  of  the  first 
spring  weather  to  call  on  Filmrow:  L.  H. 
Ireland,  Logan,  Logan,  la.;  A.  R.  Miller, 
Broadway,  Audubon,  la.;  K.  Silkebakken, 
Princess,  Odebolt,  la.;  Charles  Stuart,  May- 
fair,  Shenandoah,  la.;  Howard  Federer, 

Legion  Auxiliary  Leader 
Praises  "Boys  Town" 

Omaha — Mrs.  J.  C.  Friedman,  Highland 
Park,  Mich.,  national  child  welfare  chair- 
man of  the  8 and  40,  auxiliary  of  the 
American  Legion’s  40  and  8,  praised  the 
film,  “Boys  Town,”  here  as  a spur  toward 
prevention  of  juvenile  delinquency. 

Mrs.  Friedman,  in  Omaha  on  a tour  of 
30  cities  in  the  interest  of  child  welfare 
program  of  the  organization,  visited  Father 
Flanagan’s  boys  home  and  declared  that 
recognition  of  the  work  which  the  insti- 
tution is  doing  has  made  the  public  more 
conscious  of  its  need. 


Nebraska  Theatre  Corp.,  Lincoln;  C.  J. 
Ernst,  Harris,  Avoca,  la. 

R.  C.  LiBeau,  Kansas  City,  conducted  a 
sales  meeting  at  Paramount  last  week. 
E.  I.  Rubin,  Carl  Weeks  and  B.  A.  Tomti, 
salesmen,  were  called  in  for  the  session 
. . . Joe  Jacobs,  Columbia  manager,  re- 
turned from  the  Chicago  district  sales 
meeting  all  enthused  over  Columbia  plans 
for  the  year.  He  spent  several  days  in  Des 
Moines  last  week. 

The  Omaha  is  using  Evelyn  Libbe  in 
an  imitation  of  a skater’s  waltz  on  the 
stage  of  the  theatre  this  week  as  a pro- 
logue to  the  trailer  for  “Ice  Follies  of 
1939,”  which  will  open  March  23  there 
. . . Three  members  of  the  Capitol  staff 
at  Sioux  City  visited  the  Omaha  Monday. 

Will  Singer,  Brandeis  manager,  has  re- 
turned to  Chicago  to  complete  his  visit, 
which  was  postponed  when  “Yes,  My  Dar- 
ling Daughter ,”  billed  for  the  Brandeis, 
ran  into  censor  trouble  . . . All  employes 
of  the  J.  C.  Penney  Co.  store  here  have 
joined  the  whisker  parade  for  the  world 
premiere  of  “Union  Pacific.” 

Bill  Miskell,  Orpheum  manager,  was  ab- 
sent for  several  days  last  week  due  to  a 
siege  of  the  flu  . . . Mrs.  Ted  Emerson  and 
the  Emerson’s  young  daughter  were  also 
on  the  sick  list. 

The  visit  of  Wayne  Morris  to  a basket 
ball  game  at  Peru  Teachers’  College  wasn’t 
such  a quiet  affair.  Morris’  car  was 
stripped  and  pieces  were  cut  from  his  coat 
by  excited  fans.  The  Auburn  Herald  point- 
ed out  it  was  Wayne’s  dad  and  not  the 
actor  himself  who  was  born  near  there. 
As  a kid,  Wayne  visited  Nebraska. 

Louise  Cotter,  Brandeis  Theatre  publicity 
head,  values  very  highly  a letter  signed 
by  Cardinal  Pacelli,  now  Pope  Pius  XII. 
The  letter  was  received  by  Miss  Cotter 
thanking  her  for  an  article  which  she 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  late  Pope. 
Pius  XI. 

Special  stationery  for  the  world  premiere 
of  “Union  Pacific”  came  off  the  presses 
last  week.  Very  elaborately  done,  it  carries 
seven  scenes  from  the  film  and  a picture 
of  Producer  Cecil  B.  DeMille  on  the  back. 

Book  Treasures  Outlines 
A Cash  Prize  Contest 

Kansas  City — Book  Treasures,  a prem- 
ium promotion,  at  a convention  of  its  prin- 
cipals in  St.  Louis  last  week,  outlined  a 
30-week  cash  prize  contest  in  which  both 
patrons  and  exhibitors  may  participate. 

The  contest  is  limited  to  350  theatres  in 
the  middlewest  and  southwest,  and  is  to 
start  in  April.  An  extensive  advertising 
campaign  is  being  outlined  to  publicize  the 
contest. 

Attending  the  St.  Louis  meeting  from 
this  territory,  were  Beverly  Miller  of  Kan- 
sas City  and  J.  C.  Collins  of  Des  Moines. 


Cresswell  Pulls  Away  in 
Kaycee  Bowling  League 

Kansas  City — Dubinsky  Bros.’  maple- 
splitters  didn’t  have  a chance  this  week 
as  Cresswell  swept  over  them  in  three 
matches,  meanwhile  lengthening  their  grip 
on  first  place  in  the  Variety  Bowling  Lea- 
gue race  to  two  and  a half  games  over 
the  Don  Davis  crew,  which  was  idle. 


RESULTS  LAST  MONDAY 

W.  L. 


Dubinsky  Bros.  . . 

. 836 

887 

861  2584 

0 3 

Cresswell  Photos 

. 904 

949 

908  2761 

3 0 

National  Screen 
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699 

721  2203 

3 0 

Cinema  Club  .... 

. 746 
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640  2050 

0 3 

Film  Delivery 
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894 

885  2646 

1 2 

Barkers  

970 

900 

875  2845 

2 1 

Finton  Jones-Don 

Davis 

matches  postponed. 

TEAM 

STANDINGS 

Won  Lost 

Pet. 

Cresswell  Photos 

. 39 

24 

.619 

Don  Davis  

, 35 

25 

.583 

Cinema  Club  

. 34 

29 

.540 

Finton  Jones  

. 32 

28 

.533 

National  Screen 

31 

32 

.492 

Barkers  

, 28 

35 

.444 

Dubinsky  Bros. 

, 27 

36 

.429 

Film  Delivery 

. 23 

40 

.365 

INDIVIDUAL  HIGH  SCORES 
Frank  Lambader,  652;  Harlan  Everett,  585; 

W.  Pritchett,  584;  Frank  Ritter,  574;  Norris 

Cresswell,  566;  BiU  Kubitzki,  552. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  SCHEDULE 
Don  Davis  vs.  National  Screen. 

CressvveU  Photos  vs.  Film  Delivery. 

Finton  Jones  vs.  Dubinsky  Bros. 

Cinema  Club  vs.  Barkers. 

Minneapolis  a White 
Spot  to  Amusements 

Minneapolis — Business  here  continues 
outstanding  in  spots.  For  the  past  two 
weeks,  for  example,  “Pygmalion”  has  been 
doing  splendidly  at  the  Century,  while  “A 
Man  to  Remember”  has  concluded  a most 
profitable  nine-week  run  at  the  World. 
The  Orpheum  the  past  week  grossed  a 
heavy  total  with  “They  Made  Me  a Crimi- 
nal” on  the  screen  plus  a stage  show  head- 
ed by  Jan  Garber  and  his  orchestra.  At 
the  sure-seater  Time,  Reno  Wilk’s  “Assas- 
sin of  Youth”  more  than  doubled  recent 
average  takings.  The  Shriners’  circus  at 
the  Auditorium  played  to  42,000  in  six 
days,  exceeding  last  year’s  figures. 


Heart  Attack  Is  Fatal 
To  Frank  Y,  Elliott 

Minneapolis — Filmrow  here  was  shocked 
by  the  sudden  death  of  Frank  York  El- 
liott, veteran  independent  exchange  own- 
er, induced  by  a heart  attack.  After  be- 
ing seized  by  the  attack,  he  was  rushed 
to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  but  failed  to  re- 
gain consciousness. 

President  of  the  Elliott  Film  Co.  and  the 
Exhibitors’  Cooperative  Film  Co.,  Elliott 
was  45  years  old.  He  was  born  in  Mar- 
shalltown, la.,  but  lived  here  42  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  two  daugh- 
ters and  two  sisters  of  Minneapolis  and 
two  brothers,  John  and  Marvin  C.,  both 
of  Hollywood. 


Cooling  at  De  Soto 

De  Soto,  Mo. — A 150-foot  well  is  being 
dug  here  to  supply  the  De  Soto  Theatre 
with  water  for  a cooling  system  to  be  In- 
stalled this  summer. 
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Lottery  Test  Case  A Dearborn  Censorship  Try 
In  Akron,  Ohio  Fought  by  Film  Trade 


Akron,  Ohio — Sealed  envelopes  con- 
taining amounts  of  cash  varying  from  one 
cent  to  $50  were  seized  in  a “vice  squad” 
raid  at  the  Highland  Theatre,  new  neigh- 
borhood house  here,  on  March  11. 

For  the  second  time  in  a week  Harry 
Brown  jr.,  manager,  was  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  promoting  a lottery.  The  en- 
velopes, supposedly  containing  a total  of 
$100,  were  allegedly  being  handed  to  every 
patron  entering  the  theatre  and  paying 
for  a ticket. 

Tire  officers  also  arrested  Robert  Has- 
sick,  an  usher,  on  a charge  of  operating 
a lottery,  booking  the  two  at  the  police 
station  on  Monday  when  A.  J.  Bianchi, 
attorney  for  the  theatre,  said  that  upon 
his  advice  envelopes  were  filled  with  cash 
and  the  distribution  continued  immediate- 
ly after  the  police  visit. 

With  the  first  case  against  Brown  on 
the  same  charge  set  for  hearing,  Bianchi 
was  indignant  over  the  second  “raid.”  He 
contended  that  the  handout  of  cash  could 
not  be  considered  as  gambling  but  said 
that  in  order  to  clear  up  the  point,  he 
had  “invited”  police  to  make  the  first  ar- 
rest so  a test  case  might  be  heard. 

William  Hoogerwood,  vice  squad  chief, 
held  there  had  been  no  breach  of  faith, 
but  that  Saturday  night’s  arrests  and 
seizure  of  the  envelopes  were  necessary  in 
order  to  obtain  evidence  to  complete  the 
test  case.  The  earlier  arrest  of  Brown 
was  made  by  detectives  who  failed  to  ob- 
tain any  envelopes  or  cash,  he  said. 
Brown  is  free  under  $500  bond  on  the 
first  charge. 


Remakes  Are  Hit  in 
Bulletin  of  ITO 


Columbus — P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the 
ITO  of  Ohio,  in  his  most  recent  bulletin 
takes  a crack  at  the  policy  of  producers  to 
remake  pictures  and  suggests  to  ITO  mem- 
bers that  they  insist  these  “remakes”  te 
in  the  lowest  classification  when  they  buy 
the  1939-40  product. 

To  emphasize  his  point  that  “re-made” 
pictures  are  out-of-date  pictm-es,  he  com- 
pares them  to  automobiles  made  up  of 
some  old  and  some  new  parts  and  put  on 
the  market  as  a new  model. 

Entitled  “Old  Chassis  With  New  Body,” 
Wood  says: 

“How  many  cars  would  General  Motors 
sell  if  they  were  to  announce:  ‘Visit  the 
show  rooms  of  our  dealers  and  see  our  new 
1930  line  of  cars.  We  have  been  building 
automobiles  for  over  25  years  and  now  of- 
fer the  very  latest  models  with  “Stream- 
line” bodies  combined  with  1918  motors, 
transmission  and  differentials.  These  up- 
to-the-minute  (?)  automobiles  are  abso- 
lutely guaranteed  to  give  a speed  of  38 
miles  per  horn-  and  some  models  are  equip- 
ped with  self-stai’ters  and  quick  de- 
mountable tires.  Ask  the  dealer  to  show 
you  the  new  automatic  windshield  wiper.’  ” 

“How  many  of  these  cars  would  the  pub- 
lic buy?”  asks  Wood.  Then  he  goes  on, 
“But  in  om’  ‘racket’ — equipped  with  new 

(Continued  on  page  66) 


Detroit — Proposals  for  local  censorship 
and  stricter  theatre  regulation  are  being 
fought  by  theatre  interests  in  Dearborn, 
west  side  suburb  of  50,000.  Brimt  of  the 
protection  of  the  theatre  interests  is  being 
carried  by  Cooperative  Theatres  of  Michi- 
gan, which  is  booking  four  houses  in  Dear- 
born— the  Calvin,  Midway,  Alden  and 
Circle. 

The  censorship  proposal  is  a modified 
version  of  the  existing  Detroit  ordinance, 
giving  police  the  right  to  pull  a show  after 
it  has  actually  started.  In  view  of  the  ex- 
tremely careful  censorship  system  main- 
tained in  Detroit,  every  town  in  the 
Michigan  exchange  zone  benefits  from  this 
reviewing  of  all  films  by  the  Detroit  cen- 
sor without  cost.  The  Dearborn  bill  is 
accordingly  being  fought  as  superfluous, 
inasmuch  as  its  passage  would  mean  every 
small  city  in  the  state  could  adopt  a cen- 
sorship board. 

Second  proposed  legislation  being  fought 
is  the  raising  of  theatre  license  fees. 
These  are  now  $50  annually  per  each  the- 
atre. regardless  of  size.  The  proposal 
would  place  the  license  annually  upon  a 
seating  capacity  basis  and  raise  it  as  high 
as  $1,000. 

A curfew  ordinance  restricting  the  at- 
tendance of  children  and  young  people  at 
certain  hours  is  also  being  sought.  Action 
to  stop  adoption  of  unnecessarily  restric- 
tive lawmaking  is  being  taken  by  Co- 
operative, and  exhibitors  in  small  Michi- 
gan towns  are  closely  watching  the  Dear- 
born situation  as  an  index  to  their  own 
future  fate. 


As  the  West  Virginia  ITO  Convened — 


Important  were  the  problems  discussed  and  good  was  the  grub  consumed  at  the  recent  annual  convention  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Theatre  Owners  of  West  Virginia  in  Clarksburg.  Above  is  the  luncheon  session  scene. 
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Pennsylvania  Trade  Eye  on 
New  Amusement  Tax  Try 


Harrisburg  — Reintroduction  of  the 
amusement  tax  bill  of  1935  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature  is  holding  the  atten- 
tion of  theatre  owners  throughout  the 
commonwealth.  The  bill  would  reenact 
the  tax  which  was  abolished  in  1937  and 
which  imposed  a cent  tax  on  each  ad- 
mission of  25  cents  or  fraction  thereof. 

Other  biUs  of  interest  to  the  trade  have 
been  introduced  in  the  general  assembly. 
These  are  in  addition  to  bills  formerly 
published  in  Boxoffice: 

//-402  {Winner),  state  tax  on  amuse- 
ments, entertainments,  diversions,  sports, 
recreations  and  pastimes;  licensing  same; 
conferring  powers  upon  the  department 
of  revenue;  permitting  refunds  in  certain 
instances;  providing  certain  exemptions, 
and  providing  penalties.  Now  before  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means. 

H-411  ( Rosenteld! , legalizing  Bank 

Night  and  the  awarding  of  prizes  to  the 
winners  by  lot  or  chance;  authorizing 
certain  organizations  to  conduct  Bingo 
games;  requiring  permits  for  same  from 
the  department  of  revenue;  fixing  fees 
therefor.  Before  committee  on  law  and 
order. 

//-391  (Reuben  E.  Cohenj,  requiring 
permits  from  the  county  treasurer  for  the 
operation  of  Bank  Night;  imposmg  a state 
tax  on  gifts  or  prizes;  authorizing  an  addi- 
tional county  employe  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  these  provisions.  Law  and 
order  committee  is  studying  this  measure. 

//-412  (Clark),  legalizing  lotteries  and 
games  or  devices  of  chance,  for  certain 
organizations  for  charitable  and  religious 
purposes,  if  awards  do  not  exceed  $1,500. 
Referred  to  committee  on  law  and  order. 

H-426  (Seif),  amending  licensing  and 
revenue  act  regarding  tax  on  shooting- 
galleries,  shuffle-board  rooms,  billiard  and 
pool  rooms  by  changing  the  license  fees; 
and  abolishing  special  licenses  for  sum- 
mer resorts.  Before  the  committee  on 
ways  and  means. 

R-277  (Powers),  licensing  operators  of 
pin-ball  games,  hi-score  games;  imposing 
duties  upon  mercantile  appraisers,  county 
treasurers  and  the  department  of  revenue. 
Ways  and  means  committee  is  reviewing 
this  bill. 

H-219  (Powers),  imposing  license-tax 
on  keepers  of  all  pin-ball  games  and  other 
games  or  devices  of  skill  or  chance,  or 
other  automatic  coin  operated  machines 
or  devices.  Before  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee. 

H-350  (Baker),  imposing  license  tax  on 
owners  of  all  places  where  radio  or  Bingo 
games  are  played  for  purpose  of  profit. 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  ways  and 
means. 

//-414  ( Bretherick) , taxing  vending  ma- 
chines which  discharge  any  merchandise 
or  commodity.  Before  committee  on  ways 
and  means. 

H-415  (Bretherick),  taxing  all  coin 
operated  phonographs  or  machines  for  re- 
producing music  from  records.  Referred 
to  committee  on  ways  and  means. 

H-475  (Kane),  licensing  photographic 
studios  and  individuals  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  photography;  creating  a board 


They  Were  Honored 


-VUSTIN  INTEKR.\XTE  , SA.AE  GOTTLIEB 


Altoona,  Pa.  — Ti’iple-feature  program 
which  consisted  of  a “Get-Together  Good- 
Will  Gathering  of  Good-Guys,”  a testi- 
monial to  Austin  Interrante  and  a tribute 
to  Saal  Gottlieb,  was  the  social  event  of 
the  season  here  Wednesday  evening,  March 
15,  at  the  Hotel  Penn  Alto.  The  honor 
guests  were  presented  with  fine  engraved 
pocket  watches  as  remembrances  of  the 
occasion.  Pinal  report  of  the  affair  will 
be  published  next  week. 


of  photographic  examiners  in  the  depart- 
ment of  public  instruction.  Before  com- 
mittee on  professional  licensure. 

Other  bills  in  the  house  would  license 
decorators,  tax  billboards,  license  dog 
racing,  provide  standard  time,  legalize 
lotteries,  legalize  all  gambling,  license 
horse  racing,  register  magazines,  activities 
in  connection  with  copyrighted  music,  re- 
peal of  the  “gas-gadget”  law  of  1937, 
which  has  passed  the  House  (H-26)  and 
which  is  now  before  the  senate’s  labor 
and  industry  committee  (S-108). 

Amusement  Tax  Proposal 
Fought  by  W.  L.  Brown 

Harrisburg — William  L.  Brown,  Taren- 
tum  exhibitor  and  chairman  of  the  legis- 
lative committee  of  the  MPTO  of  W.  Pa., 
Inc.,  was  here  this  week  urging  that  the 
state’s  amusement  tax  be  defeated,  if  re- 
ported out  of  committee. 

He  pointed  out  the  unfairness  of  the 
bill  which  would  impose  a tax  on  a 5-cent 
admission  in  the  same  amount  as  a tax 
on  a 25-cent  admission.  The  Winner  bill 
places  a one  cent  tax  on  all  admissions  of 
25  cents  or  fraction  thereof.  Brown  is  a 
former  member  of  the  legislature. 

Governor  Not  Behind 
New  Move  for  Gouge 

Harrisburg  — The  Winner  amusement 
tax  bill  is  not  sponsored  by  Governor 
James,  who  campaigned  on  a pledge  not 
to  enact  any  new  tax,  but  he  regards  it 
as  a sort  of  safety  measure  in  case  busi- 
ness does  not  pick  up.  He  said: 

“My  attitude  has  not  changed  from 
what  I said  in  my  budget  message,  but, 
as  it  stands  now,  you  don’t  know  what 
taxes  you  might  need.  In  discussing  it,  I 
said  that  the  amusement  tax  might  be 
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^ARROLL  HANNAH,  manager  of  the 

Brown,  was  reported  improving  follow- 
ing an  emergency  operation  for  appendi- 
citis at  St.  Joseph’s  Infirmary.  During 
his  convalescence,  Alton  B.  McCoy,  mana- 
ger of  the  Strand,  will  handle  both  houses, 
which  belong  to  the  Fourth  Avenue  Amuse- 
ment Co. 

C.  B.  Blake,  owner  of  the  Savoy  in  Louis- 
ville. was  stricken  ill  while  visiting  at 
Oklahoma  City  and  rushed  to  the  Mayo 
Clinic  at  Rochester.  Following  an  opera- 
tion, he  was  reported  “doing  nicely”  . . . 
F.  Shirley  Wilcox,  mcunager  of  Svntow’s 
Grand  and  Indiana  theatres  at  New  Al- 
bany, Ind.,  just  across  the  Ohio  River  from 
Louisville,  went  to  Martinsville,  Ind.,  re- 
sort and  health  center,  for  a rest. 

Advertising  the  coming  of  “Huckleberry 
Finn,”  doormen  and  ushers  at  Loew’s  were 
rigged  out  in  straw  hats  and  o’alls.  A one- 
hour  delay,  due  to  the  sound  equipment 
breaking  down,  came  during  the  busiest 
boxoffice  hours  while  the  Mary  Anderson 
was  showing  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter.” 
Manager  Cliff  Buechel  refunded  a consid- 
erable number  of  admissions. 

The  Majestic  and  Little  theatres  at  Sey- 
mour, Bid.,  tied  in  on  a radiocast  of  a re- 
gional high  school  basketball  tourney  in 
which  Seymour  was  participating,  and 
brought  a play-by-play  account  of  Sey- 
mour’s battle  to  the  filmgoers  there.  The 
tournament  was  at  New  Albany.  Seymour 
lost. 

C.  R.  Mitchell,  manager  of  the  Mitchell 
Tlieatre  at  Barbourville,  Ky.,  installed  rec- 
tifiers in  the  house  to  replace  a generator 
in  an  effort  to  reduce  the  cost  of  pro- 
jection lamps  . . . Former  manager  of  the 
Kentucky  at  Hartford,  Ky.,  C.  P.  Taylor 
became  manager  of  the  Masonic  Theatre 
at  Hodgenville,  Ky. 

Improvements,  including  a new  front, 
new  neon  sigyis  and  lobby  display  frames, 
have  been  made  to  the  Lyric  at  Lawrence- 
burg,  Ky.,  managed  by  C.  O.  Humston. 
Just  a few  months  back  he  installed  new 
sound  equipment. 

L.  R.  Smith,  manager  of  the  Pekin  at 
Pekin,  Ind.,  a few  miles  north  of  Louis- 
ville, was  in  the  other  day  to  buy  a slide 
projector.  Willard  Gabhart,  Harrodsburg, 
Ky.,  and  A.  N.  Miles,  Eminence,  Ky.,  are 
building  new  houses  in  their  respective 
communities  and  expect  to  open  them  by 
fall.  The  former  now  operates  the  Opera 
House  at  Harrodsburg.  His  new  place  will 
cost  something  like  $50,000.  Miles  and  the 
Mrs.  now  operate  the  Eminence. 

“Pygmalion”  was  brought  back  to  Louis- 
ville for  another  week’s  run,  this  time  at 
the  Brown.  Theatre  passes  were  given  out 
by  the  sponsors  of  “Kentuckiana  Day,”  a 
shopping  event  in  Louisville  for  Kentucky 
and  Indiana  visitors. 


the  tax  you  would  want  to  put  on  later.” 

Governor  James  expects  business  im- 
provement to  make  itself  felt  shortly  in 
Pennsylvania. 
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Palmer  Park  Quits 
Booking  Combine 

Detroit — Withdrawal  of  Ray  Schreiber’s 
Palmer  Park  Theatre  from  Cooperative 
Theatres  of  Michigan  to  join  Mutual  The- 
atres, brings  into  the  limelight  the  trou- 
bled relations  of  Schreiber’s  four  Midwest 
theatres  with  Co-op.  His  uncle,  Jacob 
Schreiber,  former  owner,  planned  suit 
against  Co-op  when  that  organization  de- 
nied him  admittance  and  did  sue  its  pre- 
decessor, Mid-State  Theatres.  Ray  Schrei- 
ber also  has  promised  action  against  Co- 
op on  charges  of  conspiracy,  it  is  under- 
stood, because  of  the  difficult  booking 
situation  at  the  Midwest  houses. 

Carl  Buermele,  general  manager  of  Co- 
operative, questioned  this  week  regarding 
Schreiber’s  withdrawal  from  Cooperative, 
declined  to  comment  specifically  but  point- 
ed out  that  Cooperative  “is  entitled  to 
take  action  against  any  exhibitor  who 
doesn’t  live  up  to  his  contract  with  us.” 


The  Jack  Krass  Circuit 
Joins  Mutual  Combine 

Detroit — Mutual  Theatres,  Inc.,  new 
booking  combine  organized  in  December 
by  Raymond  E.  Moon  and  James  N.  Rob- 
ertson, added  to  its  ranks  this  week  the 
Jack  Krass  circuit,  comprising  the  Coli- 
seum, Oakman  and  Dix  theatres. 

The  Oakman  is  the  only  large  house  in 
the  group,  but  the  three  together  repre- 
sent substantial  booking  strength  added  to 
the  new  organization. 

Louisville  Considers 
New  Trade  Proposal 

Louisville — The  revisions  committee  of 
the  city  council  took  under  submission  the 
question  of  reporting  on  a proposed  ordi- 
nance, advocated  by  theatre  men,  to  levy 
a $200  a day  license  against  exhibitions 
of  physical  skill  or  endurance. 

Charles  W.  Morris,  attorney  represent- 
ing the  film  interests,  advocated  passage 
of  the  bill  as  a revenue  measure.  “It  is 
true  the  bill  is  sponsored  by  the  amuse- 
ment people,”  he  said,  “but  it  also  has 
the  approval  of  the  Retail  Merchants 
Ass’n  and  labor  groups.” 

It  was  learned  from  theatre  interests 
the  measure  was  aimed  primarily  at  re- 
turn of  a “roller  derby”  which  had  con- 
siderable effect  on  boxoffice  receipts  dur- 
ing the  several  weeks  it  ran  here  in 
January. 

Morris  pointed  out  theatre  interests  paid 
$282,000  in  taxes  in  the  state  and  Jeffer- 
son county  last  year,  whereas  traveling 
exhibitions  such  as  described  in  the  bill 
could  become  competitors  for  small  license 
fees. 

In  support  of  the  ordinance,  the  theatre 
interests  furnished  a complete  list  of 
taxes  and  other  assessments  they  pay. 


Gets  "Second  Shot" 

Hollywood — Cliff  Reid  will  produce 
“The  Second  Shot”  for  RKO  in  which 
Allan  Lane  plays  opposite  Lucille  Ball. 
Cameras  roll  late  this  month. 


j^ISTRICT  Police  Inspector  Wendell  Loch- 
biler,  after  attending  the  Variety  lunch- 
eon Monday,  discovered  a $100,000  fire  on 
his  way  home  and  turned  in  the  first 
alarm  ...  Ed  C.  Beatty,  George  S.  Berger 
and  J.  Oliver  Brooks  are  to  be  guests  of 
honor  Saturday  night  at  Variety’s  But- 
terfield Theatre  night. 

Mart  Grass  closed  the  Progressive 
Premium  Co.  office  in  the  Film  Bldg,  this 
week  and  established  temporary  headquar- 
ters in  the  Buhl  Bldg.  He  will  announce 
a new  organization  in  a few  weeks. 

Arthur  Himt,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
says  he’s  “really  on  the  map”  these  days 
. . . Business  must  be  humming  . . . James 
F.  Sharkey  is  leading  in  the  George  J. 
Schaefer  Drive  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
week. 

Henry  Galster,  owner  of  the  Temple  at 
Petoskey,  is  making  his  headquarters  at 
the  Capitol  at  Lansing  these  days  . . . Sue 
Brown,  secretary  of  Paramount’s  booking 
department,  has  one  up  on  the  sprmg 
brides  in  announcing  her  engagement  this 
week  . . . P.  J.  Schlossman,  Muskegon  ex- 
hibitor, was  in  Chicago. 

Malcolm  W.  Bingay,  editorial  director  of 
the  Detroit  Free  Press,  will  be  guest  speak- 
er at  Variety  Club  Monday  . . . Jack  Saxe, 
Variety  treasurer,  reports  $946  already 
turned  over  to  welfare  ftmds  from  the  re- 
cent knife  sale. 

Harris  Silverberg  has  been  making 
“pleasant  and  profitable’’  trips  upstate  in 
the  interest  of  National  Screen  Service 
. . . Harry  Colburn,  chief  investigator  for 
the  Wayne  county  prosecuting  attorney, 
and  Traffic  Judge  George  Murphy  were 
made  associate  members  of  Variety  last 
week.  All  Varieteers  will  shortly  gather 
at  a big  dinner,  the  first  to  be  held  in  a 
long  time,  prior  to  the  national  convention. 

Ed  King  has  moved  headquarters  of  Lo- 
cal 38,  lA  affiliate  which  he  pilots  as  busi- 
ness manager,  to  Room  306  of  the  United 
Artists  Theatre  Bldg.  New  offices  have  a 
very  fine  layout. 

Morris  Robbins  of  the  Echo  is  really 
faithful  to  detail  in  operating  his  theatre 
. . . A.  Milo  DeHaven  of  the  Belmont  may 
not  be  English,  hut  he  certainly  likes  his 
tea  . . . Stanley  Fisher  is  one  of  Boxoffice’s 
most  ardent  fans  . . . Eduard  Werner,  who 
turned  from  a musician  into  a lawyer  last 
week,  is  leaving  lots  of  friends. 

Myron  Druskin  is  organizing  the  Mis- 
sion Film  Co.  . . . Frank  Wetsman  says 
Irv  Belinsky  just  sweeps  him  off  his  feet. 
Frank  insists  he  won’t  go  in  for  entertain- 
ment . . . Sam  Seplowin  of  Republic  has 
to  be  a muscle  man  at  the  payoff. 

Bob  Clifton  has  resolved  to  carry  a rain- 
check  for  his  coat  from  now  on — he  loses 
checks  too  easily  . . . James  S.  Pooler, 
film  critic  of  the  Free  Press,  used  to  be  the 
pianist  in  what  he  calls  “Papa  Storch’s” 
theatre  at  Pentwater,  Mich. 

William  Kimmel  of  the  West  End  re- 
ports business  pretty  slow  . . . William  B. 
Chatman  is  organizing  the  Columbia  Prem- 


ium Co.  here  to  handle  theatrical  prem- 
iums. 

Mrs.  Leodora  Woodard  is  renaming  her 
organization  Woodard  Displays  . . . Cam- 
eron B.  Walker  is  establishing  the  Ameri- 
can Film  Industries  Co.  at  7461  West  Grand 
River  Ave. 

R.  H.  Ramsey  of  the  sales  department 
and  F.  J.  Nuber  of  the  engineering-sales 
staff  of  Motiograph  were  visitors  from 
Chicago  to  McArthur  Theatre  Supply  . . . 
Carl  Zipper,  former  Columbia  booker,  is 
now  with  Excellent  in  the  same  capacity. 

Charles  Hagedorn,  with  the  Krim  circuit 
for  20  years  and  lately  with  the  Social 
Security  division  of  the  state  administra- 
tion, has  returned  here  and  expects  to  re- 
join the  show  business  shortly. 

Jack  Douglas,  radio  specialist,  first  came 
to  Detroit  with  the  Woodward  Players  at 
the  Majestic  Theatre — now  run  by  Ray 
Schreiber — in  the  twenties  . . . Bill  Lon- 
don, asked  to  describe  his  profession,  says 
it’s  “incognito”  . . . Harlan  Starr  and 
Arthur  Robinson  had  a bad  case  of  mixed 
identity  last  week.  (P.  S.  The  short  guy 
is  Robinson ) . 

Frank  J.  Downey  is  arranging  for  all 
Barkers  to  wear  their  Variety  Banquet 
pins  at  loeal  functions  between  now  and 
April  29  . . . Arthur  Nelson,  the  late  the- 
atre operator  at  Mount  Clemens,  was  hon- 
ored posthumously  last  week  by  the  rais- 
ing of  Tent  No.  28,  Circus  Fans  of  Ameri- 
ca, at  the  Hotel  Detroiter,  named  after 
him.  His  son  and  two  grandchildren  were 
present. 

Max  A.  Ornstein,  former  exhibitor  at 
Saginaw  and  Bay  City,  has  opened  the  At- 
las Advertising  Agency  in  the  Transpor- 
tation Bldg.  here.  Harry  Chereton,  his 
former  partner  at  Saginaw,  is  now  with 
the  H.  C.  Novelty  Co.  there. 

Abe  Maius,  brother  of  Morton,  who 
manages  the  Loop  Theatre,  is  running  the 
Theatrical  Bar  at  1011  Farmer  St.  The- 
atrical night — and  there  really  is  a good 
crowd  of  showfolk — is  on  Monday,  about 
11:00  p.  m. 

Allied  Theatres  of  Michigan  was  forced 
to  call  off  the  March  board  of  directors 
meeting,  due  to  the  illness  of  several  and 
the  absence  of  others  in  Florida  and  other 
vacation  spots. 

Jack  Figaro,  for  20  years  with  United 
Booking  Ass’n  here  and  well  known  as  a 
booker,  field  man,  and  master  of  cere- 
monies, is  in  a sanitarium  near  Detroit 
. . . Walter  Fuller  was  a cold  victim  . . . 
Nelson  Eddy,  in  town  for  a P.  A. 


Mrs.  L.  C.  Hughes-Hallett  is  leaving  her 
two  pet  snakes,  Pythagoras  and  Snookie, 
behind  when  she  sails  for  Copenhagen. 
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Sunday  Shows  at 
Elkins  Voted 

Elkins,  W.  Va. — Sunday  show  referen- 
dum was  favored  here  by  a large  majority 
at  the  municipal  election  March  7.  Ar- 
rangements for  the  balloting  and  the  cam- 
paign were  directed  by  Bernard  Buchheit, 
district  manager  for  the  Manos  Theatres. 

Buchheit  was  assisted  by  William  Bry- 
an, manager  of  the  Manos  theatre  «the 
newly-remodeled  Roosevelt)  of  this  city. 
Sunday  exhibition  campaigns  of  several 
years  ago  were  of  much  assistance  to  the 
assistant  to  Michael  Manos,  circuit  exe- 
cutive. and  Buchheit  drew  on  his  past  ex- 
periences where  he  successfully  directed 
Sunday  referendums  at  Monongahela  and 
Elwood  City,  Pa. 

Initial  legal  Sunday  exhibitions  here 
were  featured  last  Sunday  and  large 
crowds  were  on  hands  to  enjoy  the  screen 
entertainment. 

Variety  Club  in  Detroit 
Arranges  Shut-in  Shows 

Detroit — Eleven  free  shows  for  shut-ins 
are  reported  by  Arthur  Robinson,  chair- 
man of  the  Welfare  Committee  of  Variety 
Club. 

Bookings  reported  by  Art  Robinson  are: 
"Boys  Town”  at  Sacred  Heart  Convent, 
German  Protestant  Home.  St.  Francis 
Home,  all  of  Detroit;  Essex  Sanitarium 
in  Windsor  and  Sigma  Gamma  Hospital 
in  Mt.  Clemens;  “Mad  About  Music”  at 
St.  Joseph's,  Order  of  St.  Benedict,  Dom- 
inician  Sisters;  “Love  Finds  Andy  Hardy" 
at  the  Marine  Hospital,  Detroit;  “Snow 
White”  at  the  German  Protestant  Home. 
Protestant  Orphans'  Home,  Felician  Sis- 
ters and  St.  Leo’s  Home;  “Blondie'’  at  the 
Convalescent  Home;  “Citadel”  at  Duns 
Scotus  College;  “Blondie”  at  the  Sigma 
Gamma  Hospital,  Mt.  Clemens,  and  at  the 
University  Hospital,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 


"Europe  Today"  Before 
Detroit  Variety  Club 

Detroit — A talk  on  “Europe  Today”  was 
presented  Monday  at  Variety  Club  by  Dr. 
Morris  Adler,  associate  rabbi  of  Sharey 
Zedek  here.  Dr.  Adler  stressed  America’s 
traditional  racial  and  religious  tolerance. 

Rev.  (Captain)  B.  Pullinger,  a Variety 
chaplain,  gave  an  impromptu  talk  on  world 
affairs. 

Monday  was  celebrated  as  Film  Projec- 
tion Day,  with  double  tribute  to  Max  Blu- 
menthal  and  to  the  censors,  Sergeants 
Charles  Snyder  and  Joseph  Kollar,  and 
their  associate.  Detective  Ed  Hicks. 

Entertainment  was  provided  by  Dean 
Yokum,  a former  minstrel  and  noted 
singer. 

Sergeant  Kollar  was  master  of  cere- 
monies in  the  absence  of  Chief  Barker 
Charles  C.  Perry. 


On  "Raffles"  Script 

Hollywood — John  Balderston  will  script 
“Raffles,”  which  Samuel  Goldwyn  will  re- 
make starring  David  Niven. 


No  More  Censors 


JjFFORTS  are  under  way  in  two  different 
quarters  to  establish  new  bodies  to  cen- 
sor films  in  Michigan — one  through  a 
three-man  state  board,  with  two  different 
bills  in  the  legislature,  and  one  through  a 
local  censorship  authority  in  a Detroit  su- 
burb. Both  are  to  be  deplored  and  opposed 
by  every  showman. 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  proponents  of 
the  measure  are  sincere,  and  that  the  sus- 
picions of  a few  showmen  that  the  new 
measures  are  intended  chiefly  to  provide 
new  political  jobs  are  unfounded. 

Any  new  censorship  in  Michigan  is  whol- 
ly unnecessary,  as  the  metropolitan  press 
has  recently  editorially  confirmed.  Every 
film  shown  in  Detroit  must  be  reviewed 
and  given  a certificate  of  approval  by  the 
Detroit  police  department  before  it  can  be 
exhibited.  Sometimes  the  censor  may  have 
made  mistakes,  but  99  44/100  per  cent  of 
his  decisions  have  been  right  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  as  well  as  the  industry, 
as  confirmed  by  the  scarcity  of  appeals  to 
the  courts.  The  Detroit  censor  has  always 
been  a man  experienced  by  years  of  study 
of  films  and  specialized  training  for  his 
difficult  task. 

No  small  community  can  afford  to  pay 
for  the  full-time  services  of  an  expert  to 
censor  their  films — and  every  community 
in  Michigan  secures  the  full  benefit  of  the 
expense  that  Detroit  alone  pays  for  main- 
taining the  censorship.  Not  one  film  dis- 
tributor in  the  business  would  dare  to  ex- 
hibit a film  in  the  Michigan  exchange 
zone  without  securing  a permit  from  the 
Detroit  censor. 

'With  such  splendid  cooperation  of  the 
industry  in  observing  the  recommendations 
of  the  censor,  there  is  no  need  whatever 
for  either  statewide  or  local  censorship 
anywhere  else  in  Michigan.  Let  this  fact 
be  broadcast — that  censorship  performs  its 
task  expertly  here  now,  and  that  any  new 
censorsliip  body,  whether  established  by 
the  state  or  any  individual  town,  would 
be  a mere  work  of  supererogation — a whol- 
ly unnecessary  and  indefensible  charge 
upon  the  pocketbooks  of  the  taxpayers  of 
that  town  or  of  the  state. — H.F.R. 


Fayette  County  Exhibitors 
Fight  Bank  Night  Ban 

Uniontown,  Pa. — 'With  the  opening  of  a 
drive  against  Bank  Nights  by  District  At- 
torney James  A.  Reilly  of  Fayette  county, 
theatre  owners  and  managers  in  a number 
of  towns  have  filed  an  injunction  against 
Reilly’s  threat  to  make  wholesale  arrests 
of  those  violating  his  ban.  Reilly  says  the 
game  is  gambling,  while  theatre  owners 
contend  it’s  advertising. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Turner 
Buy  Rex  in  Philippi 

Pittsburgh — Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Turner 
have  acquired  the  Rex  Theatre,  PhUippi, 
W.  Va.,  and  opening  is  planned  for  April  8. 
The  theatre  was  last  operated  by  Sam 
Angotti.  Mrs.  Tmmer  was  formerly  man- 
ager for  the  Charles  Anderson  Alpine  The- 
atre, Salem,  W.  Va. 


Remakes  Are  Hit  in 
Bulletin  of  ITQ 


I Continued  from  page  63) 
bodies,  but  with  old  chassis,  the  major  pro- 
ducers of  motion  pictures  this  year  will 
demand  that  the  exhibitors  buy  a consid- 
erable number  of  ‘remakes’.  ” 

Past  experience,  according  to  'Wood,  is 
that  the  exhibition  of  remakes  has  re- 
sulted in  boxoffice  flops.  He  lists  to  date 
21  for  the  1939-1940  program,  as  follows: 
Columbia,  1;  Metro,  5;  Paramount,  3; 
RKO,  2;  20th  Century-Fox,  1;  and  'War- 
ner Bros.,  9. 


Late  Contract  Changes 
Severely  Criticized 

Columbus — Changes  in  contracts  via  the 
rubber  stamp  provision  after  contracts 
have  been  signed  and  approved  are  se- 
verely criticized  by  the  Independent  The- 
atre Owners  of  Ohio.  Exhibitors  faced 
with  conditions  of  such  nature  where  pro- 
visions have  been  inserted  into  a contract 
without  their  express  permission  are  urged 
by  ITO  officials  to  retaliate. 

“We  urge  all  exhibitors  whose  contracts 
were  so  changed,”  states  P.  J.  Wood,  ITO 
secretary,  in  a recent  bulletin,  “that,  in 
the  event  fewer  pictures  than  the  num- 
ber called  for  in  the  contracts  are  de- 
livered, the  total  rentals  for  the  deliv- 
ered pictures  shall  not  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  rental  stated  in  the  contracts.” 

Specifically,  Wood  charges  that  United 
Artists  has  changed  the  price  allocation 
in  the  Edward  Small  and  Hal  Roach  cur- 
rent contracts  in  the  above  manner. 


One  Exhibitor  Has  Full 
House  on  Quiz  Windup 

Columbus — Pete  Wood,  ITO  secretary, 
reports  he  has  found  one  exhibitor  who 
reports  a full  house  on  the  night  of  the 
Movie  Quiz  announcement  of  winners. 

The  exhibitor,  who  prefers  to  remain 
nameless,  is  alleged  to  have  told  Wood 
that  February  27  was  a banner  day  in 
my  life  as  an  exhibitor.  I had  given  con- 
siderable publicity  to  the  fact  that  the 
names  of  the  winners  in  the  MOVIE  QUIZ 
CONTEST  would  be  announced  at  my 
theatre.  At  9 o’clock  I had  them  standing 
20  deep  in  the  lobby  and  down  the  aisles. 
For  the  life  of  me  I cannot  understand 
why  other  exhibitors  say  that  this  contest 
was  a flop.” 

“P.  S.  My  program  that  night  was 
‘Kentucky’  and  ‘You  Can’t  Take  It  With 
You.’  Also  there  was  a drawing  for  an 
$800  BANK  NITE  and  every  lady  who 
attended  was  given  a pair  of  silk  hose.  It 
was  my  15-cent  bargain  night  and  chil- 
di’en  under  14  (without  beards)  were  ad- 
mitted free.” 


Alpine  Bows  March  25 

Pittsburgh — Walter  B.  Urling’s  new  the- 
atre under  construction  at  Hundred,  W. 
Va.,  named  the  Alpine,  will  be  opened  to 
the  public  March  25.  It  seats  300. 
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Feels  Big  "Names"  CILIEVIEILAMIID) 


Have  Draw  Value 


Cleveland — Nat  Holt,  district  manager 
for  RKO  theatres,  feels  he  has  proved 
his  theory  that  big  “name”  stage  shows, 
if  properly  presented,  have  a definite  box- 
office  value. 

When  straight  vaudeville  with  pictures 
failed  to  draw  crowds.  Holt  decided  to  in- 
augurate a flesh  policy  at  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace. This  policy,  started  in  November, 
has  continued  with  uninterrupted  success 
week  after  week  so  that  today  the  RKO 
palace  has  become  the  smart  place  to  go. 

The  big  “names”  Holt  has  brought  to 
Cleveland  have  been  Gene  Autry,  Gipsy 
Rose  Lee,  Ozzie  Nelson  with  Harriet  Hil- 
liard, Bob  Crosby  and  his  Wildcats,  Count 
Berni  Vici  and  His  Spices  of  1939,  Ted 
Lewis,  Hal  Kemp,  Joan  Davis,  Bill  Robin- 
son, Roger  Pryor  and  Ann  Sothern,  Black- 
stone  the  Magician,  Ted  Weems,  Follies 
Bergere  of  1939,  Crazy  Show,  Eddy  Duchin 
and  Kay  Kyser. 


UA's  Sales  Are  Ahead 
Of  Those  Last  Year 

Cleveland — Although  United  Artists  was 
late  starting  its  1938-39  season,  its  sales 
this  year  are  way  ahead  of  last  year,  A.  M. 
Goodman,  manager  of  the  Cleveland  ex- 
change, reports. 

“Never  in  the  history  of  the  local  ex- 
change,” states  Goodman,  “have  United 
Artists  pictures  been  given  the  booking 
precedent  that  has  been  accorded  this 
year’s  product.” 

To  date,  seven  UA  pictures  have  played 
Loew’s  State  and  two  the  RKO  Palace. 
Loew’s  State  played  “The  Young  in  Heart,” 
“The  Cowboy  and  the  Lady,”  “There  Goes 
My  Heart,”  “Trade  Winds,”  “Hurricane,” 
“Topper  Takes  a Trip,”  and  “Stagecoach.” 
The  RKO  Palace  played  “Drums”  and  “The 
Duke  of  West  Point.” 

Regarding  forthcoming  product,  Good- 
man says  “Wuthering  Heights”  is  booked 
for  Easter  release  followed  by  “King  of  the 
Turf”  and  “It’s  Spring  Again.” 


Eight  Films  by  Olympic 
To  Gerson  and  Lande 

Cleveland — Independent  Film  Service, 
operated  by  Harry  Lande  and  Nate  Ger- 
son, has  bought  a series  of  eight  pictures 
from  Olympic  Pictures  of  New  York  for 
Ohio-Kentucky  distribution.  They  are: 
“The  Triumph  of  Sherlock  Holmes,”  with 
Lyn  Harding;  “The  Ghost  Camera,”  with 
Ida  Lupino;  “The  Broken  Melody,”  star- 
ring Margot  Grahame  and  John  Garrick; 
“Blind  Justice,”  “Without  Warning,”  with 
Victor  Varconi;  “Night  Club  Queen,”  “Bella 
Donna,”  with  Conrad  Veidt,  Mary  Ellis 
and  Cedric  Hardwicke;  “Murder  by  Ap- 
pointment,” with  Prank  Vosper,  Gillian 
Lind  and  Margaret  Vines. 

Prints  and  accessories  are  available  for 
immediate  booking. 


JACK  SOGG,  M-G-M  city  salesman,  who 
had  everybody  worried  when  he  had  to 
undergo  a mastoid  operation,  is  coming 
along  okay,  according  to  latest  reports. 
His  temporary  address  is  St.  Vincent’s 
Hospital  . . . A1  Ochs,  manager  of  the 
Liberty  Theatre,  moved  into  St.  Vincent’s 
just  three  doors  away  from  Jack  for  a 
few  days  last  week  for  treatment  of  a 
throat  and  arm  infection. 

Frank  Greenwald,  manager  of  Paul  Gus- 
danovic's  Corlett  Theatre,  is  back  from  a 
short  trip  to  Florida  . . . Tom  Coines 
of  West  LaFayette  has  reconditioned  a 
building  in  Dresdeyi  into  a 150-seat  house 
and  is  operating  it  seven  days  a week  . . . 
“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  was  passed 
by  the  Ohio  censor  board  in  the  same  form 
as  approved  in  New  York  state.  The  pic- 
ture played  last  week  at  the  RKO  Palace, 
opening  to  tremendous  crowds. 

Frank  Drew,  M-G-M  branch  manager, 
returned  from  a two-week  Florida  vaca- 
tion minus  a wife.  Mrs.  Drew  decided  to 
stay  on  at  Miami  Beach  a while  longer 
. . . And  still  they  go  south.  Sam  Reich- 
blum  of  the  State,  East  Liverpool,  and 
Joe  Chagrin  of  the  Foster,  Youngstown, 
are  among  the  newest  arrivals  at  Miami 
Beach.  And  just  to  be  different,  Perc 
Essick  and  Mrs.  Essick  left  last  week  to 
complete  Perc’s  convalescence  after  a two- 
month  illness  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida. 

Coulter  premiums  are  winning  compli- 
inents  from  local  exhibitors  who  are  look- 
ing for  class  giveaways  . . . Sidney  Dan- 
nenberg,  publicity  and  exploitation  chief 
for  local  Warner  theatres,  circularized  a 
hand-picked  group  of  educators  and  civic 
leaders  to  make  them  “Beachcomber”  con- 
scious prior  to  the  opening  of  the  picture 
last  Saturday  at  Warner’s  Hippodrome. 

There  seems  to  be  foundation  to  the 
rumor  that  Jack  Fineberg,  Monogram 
salesman  in  the  Toledo  territory,  is  ready- 
ing an  announcement  of  interest  in  the 
very  near  future. 

Harry  Lande,  who  with  Nate  Gerson 
operates  the  Didependent  Film  Service, 
announces  that  “Professor  Mamlock,” 
Amkino  picture  which  he  is  distributing 
in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  opejis  its  Cmcin- 
nati  e7igagement  at  the  Mayfair  on  April  2. 

Harry  Long  of  Loew’s  and  Nat  Holt  of 
RKO  are  back  in  circulation  after  a bat- 
tle with  the  flu  . . . Lou  Schleifer  of  Fox 
Premiums  of  Philadelphia  and  Mrs. 
Schleifer  stopped  off  here  for  a few  days 
on  their  way  to  Chicago  to  close  a dis- 
tribution deal  of  their  silverware  with  the 
Lake  Shore  Sales  Co. 

Fred  Meier  who  handles  motion  picture 
advertising  for  the  News  took  his  bad  leg 
to  Charity  Hospital  last  week  to  see  what’s 
been  causing  him  trouble  for  the  past 
month. 

Jerry  Steel  of  the  Apollo  Theatre,  Ober- 
lin,  has  taken  up  temporary  quarters  in  a 
hotel.  Reason  is  that  his  home  is  quaran- 
tined because  one  of  his  nine-year-old 
twins  has  scarlet  fever  . . . Mrs.  Jack 
Shulman,  who  was  rushed  to  Lakeside 
Hospital  last  week  instead  of  starting  out 


on  a trip  to  Florida,  has  recovered  suffi- 
ciently to  leave  town  with  Jack  to  complete 
her  convalescence  down  south. 

Cleveland  interests  are  said  to  be  ne- 
gotiating for  a new  theatre  site  in  the  out- 
skirts of  Barberton  . . . Visitors  spotted 
along  Filmrow  during  the  week  included 
Bert  Botzum  of  Akron  and  his  side-kick, 
Joe  Calla  of  Canton,  and  George  Plank 
of  the  Palace,  Marion. 

Great  indoor  sport  around  here  is  to 
compare  the  various  shades  of  sunburn 
that  our  wandering  film  folk  bring  home. 
Frank  (M-G-M)  Di’ew  is  wearing  a light 
shade  of  red,  while  Dave  (Universal)  Mil- 
ler is  exhibiting  a deep  shade  of  brown 
with  freckles. 

The  Id-month-old  son  of  Myer  Fine, 
stricken  last  week  with  pnemnojiia,  has 
recovered  and  is  home  froin  the  hospital 
. . . The  wife  and  son  of  Oscar  Stotter, 
Ambassador  Theatre,  are  vacationing  m 
Florida  . . . James  E.  Scoville  of  the  Sco- 
ville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  left  Tuesday 
for  a short  rest  with  the  film  colony  in 
Florida,  getting  himself  m proper  shape 
for  the  opening  of  the  new  Shore  Theatre 
on  April  1,  that  he  and  Mr.  Reif  are  build- 
ing. 

It  is  reported  that  George  Manos  plans 
to  build  a new  theatre  in  Minerva  . . . 
L.  E.  Laughlin,  owner  of  the  Senaca  Thea- 
tre, Senecaville,  is  now  operating  as  well 
as  owning  it.  D.  Wanenmacher  formerly 
operated  it  ...  S.  A.  Gerson,  Columbia 
salesman,  who  has  been  laid  up  the  past 
eight  weeks  with  a broken  knee  cap  and 
internal  injuries  resulting  from  an  auto- 
mobile accident,  took  his  first  outdoor 
walk  this  week  on  crutches.  He  expects 
to  be  hobbling  around  to  call  on  the  ex- 
hibitors in  his  territory  most  anytime. 

George  Kendis  of  Kay-Dee-Jay  Produc- 
tions and  John  Himmelein  are  distribut- 
ing “Child  Marriage  in  Polygamy”  through- 
out Ohio  and  Kentucky . John  Himmelem 
also  is  selling  a new  device  for  the  hard- 
of-hearing,  called  Theatrear,  claimed  to 
step  up  the  hearing  of  those  who  are  not 
helped  by  other  hearing  aids. 


On  Bromfield  Story 

Hollywood  — Twentieth-Fox  has  bor- 
rowed Clarence  Brown  from  Metro  to  di- 
rect “And  the  Rains  Came,”  from  the 
Louis  Bromfield  novel. 


Meg  to  Al  Werker 

Hollywood — Al  Werker  has  been  as- 
signed to  direct  “It  Could  Happen  to  You” 
for  Producer  David  Hempstead  at  20th- 
Fox. 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 

FLAPS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

403  Film  Bldg. — PKospect  4583 
AL,  SUNSHINE 
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Theatre  Activity 
Around  Detroit 

Detroit — Latest  theatre  activity  in  the 
Detroit  area,  including  new  construction, 
remodeling  and  openings,  follows; 

Excavation  work  on  a new  $200,000 
neighborhood  theatre  for  George  W. 
Sampson  will  start  here  in  April.  It  will 
be  located  at  Mack  Ave.  and  Nine  Mile 
Road,  with  completion  expected  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Sampson  also  is  general  manager  of  the 
new  Esquire,  now  being  built  in  Grosse 
Pointe  Park,  which  he  hopes  to  have  open 
early  next  month. 

The  Carley  Amusement  Co.,  a Butter- 
field affiliate  in  Allegan.  Mich.,  has  pur- 
chased the  First  State  Bank  Bldg,  there 
on  which  site  the  company  will  build  a 
new  house. 

A new  theatre  being  built  at  Garden 
City,  Mich.,  by  W.  D.  Shafer,  to  be  known 
as  the  Shafer,  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  April  1.  It  will  seat  700. 

While  those  reported  planning  the  pro- 
ject and  other  details  on  it  are  undis- 
closed, word  is  that  a new  700-seater  will 
be  built  here  on  the  west  side. 

The  new  Oz  at  Fremont,  Mich.,  built  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000  for  Harold 
E.  Hedler,  who  also  operates  the  Valley 
at  Newaygo,  Mich.,  is  now  operating  with 
William  Hacken  managing. 


Plans  by  Ponton 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va. — Frank  T.  Ponton, 
formerly  of  Richmond,  Va.,  is  having  re- 
modeled here  a building  on  West  King  St. 
which  will  house  a 420-seat  theatre  to  be 
known  as  the  State.  Opening  is  slated  the 
latter  part  of  the  month. 


^AURICE  STRAUS,  much  loved  pioneer 
of  the  film  industry,  is  confined  to 
his  home  suffering  from  a two  months’ 
illness  . . . Max  Margolis’  Republic  serial 
“The  Lone  Ranger,’’  is  excellent  boxoffice 
at  Loew’s  in  Dayton,  where  it  is  the  first 
serial  ever  to  be  run  in  this  house.  Repub- 
lic’s A1  Gregg,  publicity  shooter  is  here 
on  “Man  of  Conquest.’’ 

RKO’s  Stanley  Jacques  is  at  his  desk, 
following  “flu”  and  sinus  trouble.  Jacques 
is  cultivating  a hirsute  adornment  and 
the  betting  is  at  long  odds  on  handle  bars. 
Careful  bettors  are  waiting  on  the  verdict 
from  Mrs.  Jacques  . . . Tony  Broad  of  St. 
Mary’s  has  returned  from  Florida  . . . Uni- 
versal’s “flu”  victims  of  the  week  are  Nat 
Lavine,  Walter  Gibson,  Rosemary  Roche, 
Mary  Hope  and  Mary  Dodds.  All  attacks 
reported  under  control. 

M-G-M’s  annual  sales  confab  is  set  for 
March  19,  20  and  21,  at  the  Palmer 
House,  Chicago.  Home  office  officials,  dis- 
trict and  resident  managers  and  sales- 
men will  attend  . . . RKO’s  Manny  ’Trau- 
tenberg  is  leading  U.  S.  for  RKO  in  ad 


"Admiral/'  Now 


Cleveland — They’re  saying  “Goodmorn- 
ing Admiral,”  over  at  the  local  United 
Artists  exchange  these 
mornings  when  District 
Manager  Bert  Steam 
walks  into  the  office. 

Tire  title,  one  of  only 
15  extant  in  the  entire 
Greater  Cleveland  area, 
was  recently  bestowed 
upon  him  and  he  has  a 
framed  commission  to 
prove  it. 

The  commission  an- 
nounced to  the  world 
that  Steam  has  been 
appointed  Admiral  of 
the  Flagship  Fleet  by  C.  R.  Smith,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Airlines,  Inc.,  “in 
recognition  of  consistent  and  meritorious 
service  which  has  contributed  materially 
to  the  increased  public  use  of  air  trans- 
portation.” 


Weather  Playing  Havoc 
With  Detroit  Trade 

Detroit — Tire  general  tendency  toward 
improved  business  in  the  Detroit  territory 
has  been  offset  the  last  month  by  adverse 
weather  conditions.  Most  severe  has  been 
the  weekend  drop,  with  Sundays  especially 
hit.  A record  of  the  past  four  Sundays 
shows  some  of  the  worst  weather  condi- 
tions in  years. 

On  Sunday,  February  19,  for  instance, 
heavy  rains  hurt  business.  Many  sections 
of  Detroit  and  other  Michigan  cities  were 
badly  flooded.  A week  later,  a snowfall 
estimated  from  six  to  nine  inches  stalled 
traffic  and  kept  customers  away  from  the- 
atres. It  rained  again  on  March  5. 


sales  . . . N.  E.  Hauk  has  taken  over 
Kammerer’s  Rockford  'Theatre,  Rockford, 
Ohio.  George  Vlachos  is  reopening  the 
Addyston  Theatre,  formerly  owned  by  Vir- 
gil MaGaha. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox’s  George  Rob- 
erts was  at  the  local  exchange  cm  the  Wth. 
Sam  Galanty,  district  manager  and  Art 
Ledy,  Pittsburgh  manager  for  Columbia, 
were  also  here  . . . Warner’s  Al  Schmitkin 
is  in  New  York  City  attending  the  annual 
convention.  It  is  rumored  here  that 
Schmitkin  is  slated  for  a transfer  to  the 
Sari  Francisco  office. 

Mrs.  J.  Real  Neth  has  given  up  her 
room  at  the  hospital,  where  she  was  in 
constant  attendance  to  her  husband,  and 
gone  home,  as  Neth  is  reported  convalesc- 
ing slowly,  but  with  decided  improvement 
. . . Al  Kollitz,  RKO  representative,  was 
seen  last  week  in  company  with  Gene 
Sarazen,  the  golf  pro,  selecting  1939  edi- 
tion golf  clubs.  Kollitz  has  been  elected 
house  chairman  of  the  Maketewah  Coun- 
try Club. 


Velas  Returns  With  Wife 
After  Honeymoon  Trip 

Pittsburgh — Chris  Velas,  Ohio  and  West 
Virginia  theatre  owner,  and  his  bride  of 
several  weeks  have  returned  from  a honey- 
moon spent  in  Orlando,  Ra.,  and  have 
taken  up  residence  at  their  new  home  in 
St.  Clairsville,  Ohio.  The  bride  is  the  for- 
mer Miss  Rose  DeLeretto,  Velas’  secretary 
for  a decade. 

Velas  operates  the  Capitol  and  Temple 
theatres,  Bellaire,  Ohio,  his  former  home; 
also  he  has  theatres  at  Yorkville,  Bridge- 
port and  Powhattan  Point,  Ohio,  and  Elm 
Grove,  W.  Va.  Additionally  he  is  associ- 
ated with  Jim  Velas,  his  uncle,  of  the 
State.  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and  with  Angelo 
Constant  of  Steubenville  and  Mansfield, 
Ohio. 


War  Veterans  Seek  More 
Respect  for  the  Flag 

Pittsburgh — Disabled  War  Veterans 
have  called  upon  Mayor  Scully  to  proclaim 
more  respect  for  the  flag  and  the  national 
anthem.  The  association’s  county  com- 
mander, Henry  Rivlin,  protests  many  pat- 
rons of  theatres  where  the  flag  is  unfurled 
on  the  screen  or  the  anthem  played  during 
or  at  the  end  of  the  show,  “do  not  rise 
to  pay  tribute  to  our  national  colors  and 
national  anthem  and  fail  to  give  the  re- 
spect due  them.” 

He  asks  the  mayor  to  issue  a proclama- 
tion “calling  to  the  attention  of  our  true 
Americans  the  need  to  exemplify  the  true 
spirit  of  Americanism.” 


$75^00  Fire  in  Mercer 
Starts  in  a Theatre 

Mercer,  Pa. — A fire,  which  started  in 
the  Liberty  here,  destroyed  the  theatre, 
a radio  shop  and  a private  residence. 
Smoke  and  water  damaged  an  adjoining 
bank  and  a restaurant. 

Cause  of  the  fire  was  undetermined, 
according  to  Rre  Chief  Fred  Cubbison 
who  estimated  the  Central  Square  fire 
damage  at  $75,000.  The.  theatre  was  a 
unit  of  the  Blatt  circuit. 


Double  Feature  Protest 
By  Pittsburgh  Group 

Pittsburgh — A protest  against  double 
features  because  they  give  parents  no 
choice  of  pictures  for  children  to  see  has 
been  voted  by  the  Association  of  Com- 
munity Coimcils.  The  resolution  was  filed 
with  the  association’s  public  affairs  com- 
mittee. 


Overhaul  Strand 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va. — The  Strand  here  is 
undergoing  a complete  remodeling  pro- 
gram, including  a new  front,  sound,  pro- 
jection equipment  and  400  new  seats.  The 
Strand  is  one  of  three  theatres  operated 
here  by  Warner.  Lou  Kusner  is  city  man- 
ager for  the  circuit. 
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Detroit  Circle  Is 
Target  in  Action 

Detroit — A $5,000  suit  has  been  entered 
against  the  Circle  Theatre  owners,  Joseph 
Stoia  and  Joseph  Miskinis,  by  Virginia  B. 
Rizer,  a patron,  who  claims  she  was  “pain- 
fully” injured  when  she  fell  to  the  floor 
while  trying  to  sit  down  after  getting  up 
for  an  incoming  patron. 

The  plaintiff  contends  when  she  first 
entered  the  theatre,  she  sat  in  a seat 
of  a stationary  nature.  Then,  she  claims, 
she  moved  to  another  seat  of  the  modern 
collapsible  type.  It  was  while  she  was 
seated  in  the  latter  type  seat  that  the  mis- 
hap occurred,  according  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  case  is  being  defended  by  an  in- 
surance company,  according  to  Stoia. 


Two  New  Theatres  Are 
Reported  for  Ohio 

Canton,  Ohio — Two  new  theatres  for 
Ohio  are  announced,  one  to  be  built  in 
Minerva  by  the  Manos  Amusement  Co.  It 
will  be  a two-story  structure  seating  900. 
Manos  operates  seven  other  theatres  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  state. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  and  work 
begins  at  once  on  a downtown  theatre  at 
Crestline  to  seat  550.  Approximately  $30,- 
000  will  be  spent  on  the  project  by  Kem- 
per Theatres,  Inc.,  of  Shelby,  according 
to  R.  T.  Kemper,  who  represents  the  firm. 
Opening  will  be  in  the  summer. 


Big  Feature  Rights  Unit 
Opening  Set  March  27 

Cleveland — Carl  Scheuch  and  Bernard 
Rubin  will  open  the  Cleveland  office  of  Big 
Feature  Rights  on  Monday,  March  27. 
Both  Scheuch  and  Rubin,  who  will  operate 
the  exchange,  are  well  known  in  the  ter- 
ritory. Scheuch  was  formerly  salesman  for 
Republic  Pictures.  Rubin  has  concentrat- 
ed in  selling  display  banners.  Exhibitors 
are  invited  to  attend  the  formal  opening. 
Big  Feature  Rights  is  owned  by  Lee  Gold- 
berg of  Cincinnati. 


Leading  Circuits  Book 
Rooney's  "Little  Pal" 

Cleveland  — Mickey  Rooney  in  “Little 
Pal,”  released  by  Monogram,  has  been 
booked  by  all  leading  circuits  in  the  terri- 
tory, reports  Monogram’s  franchise  own- 
er, Nate  Schultz. 

Bookings  include  Warners’  Uptown, 
Cleveland;  Warners’  Akron;  Warners’  Pal- 
ace, Lorain;  Columbia,  East  Liverpool; 
Pantheon,  Toledo,  and  the  Alhambra, 
Cleveland. 


"Din"  Big  in  Paris 

New  York — RKO’s  “Gunga  Din”  is  do- 
ing tremendous  business  at  the  Le  Paris 
'Theatre  in  Paris,  France,  according  to  re- 
ports reaching  the  home  office  here. 


P I T T ^ B CJ  R (G  HI 


jyjR.  AND  MRS.  H.  R.  WOOD  of  Woodies 
Theatre,  Apollo,  Pa.,  returned  last 
week  from  a vacation  spent  in  Florida  . . . 
M.  Simon  of  the  Paramoimt  sales  depart- 
ment at  Buffalo,  visited  here  over  the 
weekend  . . . Sam  Ehrlich,  in  charge  of 
checking  for  Warner  Bros.,  took  a busi- 
ness swing  through  the  New  York  terri- 
tory under  his  supervision  en  route  to  the 
Interrante-Gottlieb  banquet  at  Altoona 
. . . Glen  Carruthers  of  the  Guthrie  The- 
atre, Grove  City,  who  has  been  aUing,  is 
well  again  and  back  on  the  job. 

From  West  Virginia  comes  word  that 
M.  E.  Sperling  of  Moundsville  is  still  va- 
cationing in  California  ...  S.  A.  Peters  of 
Sister sville  has  recuperated  from  an  ill- 
ness and  is  busy  at  his  department  store 
and  theatre  . . . Perry  Drey,  West  Union 
exhibitor,  has  taken  his  wife  home  from 
a Clarksburg  hospital  . . . Walter  B.  Urling 
is  closing  his  Alpine,  Farmington,  and  is 
reducing  his  playing  time  at  the  Alpine, 
Littleton,  to  one  day  per  week  . . . Recent 
visitors  at  the  local  Variety  Club  included 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  J.  Nalley  of  Nitro. 

Blackstone,  the  magician,  now  doing  his 
stuff  at  the  Senator,  presents  a special 
Sunday  midnight  spook  party  at  this 
house  March  19. 

Republic  Day  at  the  Variety  Club  will 
be  celebrated  at  a Family  Night  Party, 
March  31.  Jim  Alexander,  George  W.  Col- 
lins and  Sam  Fineberg  request  your  at- 
tendance. It  is  reported  that  they  are 
staging  a special  show  for  the  occasion. 

Victor  A.  Rigaumont,  theatre  architect, 
reports  that  he  is  working  on  plans  for 
several  new  houses  in  this  area  of  which 
there  have  been  no  announcements  to 
date.  And  here  is  good  news  for  our 
readers;  He  is  preparing  some  articles  on 
The  Modern  Theatre  for  publication  in 
that  section  of  Boxoffice  ...  A West  Vir- 
ginia legislative  resume  will  be  published 
on  these  pages  soon. 

Daylight  saving  time  arrives  April  30, 
with  radio  stations  already  announced  as 


Kindness  Appreciated 


Pittsburgh — The  following  article  ap- 
peared on  a news  page  of  The  Press  last 
Thursday,  being  addressed  to  Robert 
Shearer,  son  of  George  Shearer,  film  ex- 
press agent; 

“This  is  a note  to  Robert  Shearer,  7634 
Mulford  Ave. 

“Mrs.  J.  A.  Burgess,  of  6731  Wilkins 
Ave.,  whose  little  pet  Spitz  you  struck 
accidentally  -with  your  truck  yesterday, 
wants  you  to  know  she  appreciates  your 
kindness  in  trying  to  locate  her;  and,  fail- 
ing in  this,  taking  pup  ‘Frisky’  to  the 
Humane  Society,  where  she  found  it,  not 
badly  hurt. 

“Mrs.  Burgess  also  said  she  was  sorry 
to  learn  your  own  dog  was  killed  by  an 
auto  recently  (on  Pilmrow) . She  is  glad 
the  memory  of  your  own  dog  didn’t  permit 
you  to  neglect  ‘Frisky.’  ” 


adopting  fast  time  at  2 a.  m.  that  day. 
There’s  a bill  in  the  legislature  again  this 
session  to  establish  standard  time,  or  to 
provide  referendums  on  the  subject,  but 
nothing  is  being  done  to  get  any  action 
on  the  proposal. 

W.  R.  Stich,  state  manager  for  Artkraft 
Sign  Co.,  who  headquarters  at  Spangler, 
Pa.,  was  here  on  business  the  other  day 
after  attending  a company  convention  at 
Lima,  Ohio.  He  reports  new  type  baby 
marquees  are  being  turned  out  at  record 
low  costs  for  theatres. 

Recent  visitors  have  included  Dave  Mil- 
ler, Universal  district  manager;  Bill  Suss- 
man,  20th-Fox  division  manager,  and 
Edgar  Moss,  district  boss  for  the  same 
company;  Bert  M.  Steam,  UA  district 
chief;  E.  L.  Alperson,  who  resigned  re- 
cently as  distributing  manager  for  GN,  and 
Mrs.  Alperson;  Harry  LaVine,  Republic 
district  manager. 

Abe  Weiner,  UA  branch  manager,  in- 
troduced his  bride  of  a few  weeks  at  last 
Friday’s  family  night  party  at  the  Va- 
riety Club  . . . Also  present  were  Bob 
Leiber,  manager  of  the  Paramount,  Brad- 
dock,  and  Miss  Frances  First,  who  are 
taking  the  marriage  vows  March  19. 

Harry  Batastini,  Punxsutawney  exhibi- 
tor, has  bee7i  vacationing  in  Florida  . . . 
Two  youth  arrested  in  connection  with 
the  stench  bombing  of  a Northside  the- 
atre were  fined  $10  each  by  Magistrate 
George  Seibel,  the  former  theatre  critic, 
in  morals  court  last  Friday.  A l5-year-old 
companion  was  turned  over  to  juvenile 
court.  Those  fined  were  William  Boul,  18, 
and  William  Matschers,  20,  both  of  Creek 
street  . . . Johnny  Harris’  Duquesne  Gar- 
den, which  is  doing  very  well,  will  get 
a real  break  if  plans  of  the  week  material- 
ize, that  is,  if  Motor  Square  Garden  loses 
its  identity  as  a sports  center  by  being 
converted  into  an  automobile  display  room 
and  garage. 

Andrew  Battiston,  local  area  exhibitor 
for  many  years  and  an  investigator  under 
the  former  Democratic  administration  for 
the  state  department  of  revenue,  has  been 
dismissed  from  this  position  . . . Variety 
Club  Post  No.  589  of  the  American  Legion 
has  been  presented  with  a membership 
citation  for  meritorious  service  for  1939. 
The  charter  and  the  citation  have  been 
framed  and  are  displayed  at  the  club  . . . 
Ken  Hoel  will  fill  in  again  this  summer  as 
publicity  director  for  the  Harris  enter- 
prises when  George  D.  Tyson  goes  on  his 
annual  four-months’  campaign  to  find 
“Miss  America.”  He  directs  the  Atlantic 
City  beauty  pageant  each  year  and  his 
assistant,  Hoel,  stays  on  the  job  here  at 
the  Harris  headquarters  in  the  Clark 
Building. 

Local  military  legions  gave  sigiiificance 
to  the  opening  of  Universal’s  “The  Spirit 
of  Culver”  at  the  Alvin  . . . Ethel  Shutta, 
Bert  Wheeler  and  Al  Donahue’s  orchestra 
with  Paula  Kelly  are  featured  on  the 
Stanley  stage  this  week  with  “Oklahoma 
Kid”  on  the  screen  . . . Victoria,  Gallitzen, 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Pa.,  has  been  newly  seated  by  Eastern 
Seating  Co. 

Joe  Delisi,  the  Nanty-Glo  exhibitor, 
was  successful  in  a recent  fox  hunt  up 
around  his  neck  of  the  woods  . . . Joseph 
R.  Kauffman,  Universal  manager,  is  re- 
cuperating after  an  attack  of  grippe  which 
had  laid  him  up  for  about  a week  . . . The 
James  H.  Alexanders  and  Jimmy  jr.  were 
back  home  this  week  after  a motor  tour 
of  the  south  . . . George  Plies,  25,  con- 
fessed holdup  man  at  four  city  theatres, 
has  been  held  for  court  by  Magistrate 
George  Seibel,  the  former  theatre  critic. 
The  dapper  bandit  was  apprehended  when 
he  attempted  to  hold  up  Catherine  Smith, 
cashier  at  the  Art  Cinema. 

Harry  Seed,  Warner  branch  manager, 
and  Harry  Kalmine,  Warner  circuit  zone 
manager,  and  Harry  Feinstein  and  Joe 
Feldman  of  the  local  circuit,  were  in  New 
York  this  week  attending  the  company 
sales  convention  . . . Baby  daughter  re- 
cently born  to  the  Joseph  B.  Koscos  has 
been  named  Julia  Alice.  Papa  is  the 
Brockway,  Pa.,  exhibitor,  and  uncle  is 
Charlie  Kosco,  Columbia  Pictures  sales 
representative . There  are  two  sons  in  the 
Joe  Kosco  family  . . . Theatre  building  at 
1910-12  Beaver  Ave.  here  will  be  offered 
for  sale  by  the  sheriff  on  April  3.  Amount 
in  execution  is  $20,156.15  and  the  owner 
is  listed  as  Albert  J.  Eber. 

Variety  Club  Post  No.  589  of  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  has  been  awarded  a meritor- 
ious citation  for  1939  . . . Eighty-seven 


friends  of  the  Archie  Finemans  were  in  at- 
tendance at  last  Friday’s  family  night 
party  at  the  club  . . . Abe  (UA)  Weiner  is 
King  at  the  March  20  dinner;  Mike  Gal- 
lagher substituted  March  13  for  Charles 
Kurtzman  . . . Sam  Soltz,  formerly  of 
Pittsburgh  and  now  an  exhibitor  in  Balti- 
more, visiting  here  the  other  day,  reports 
the  captm-e  by  police  of  the  would-be  kid- 
napper of  the  daughter  of  Walter  Silver- 
berg,  Baltimore  exhibitor  and  also  former- 
ly of  this  city  . . . After  being  advertised 
to  open  as  a single  feature  at  the  Warner 
on  Friday,  Paramount’s  ‘"The  Beachcom- 
ber” was  set  into  the  Penn  instead. 

Every  exhibitor  is  urged  to  participate 
m the  Will  Rogers  National  Theatre  Week, 
beginning  April  20.  An  all-star  short  sub- 
ject will  be  distributed,  according  to  Harry 
Seed,  local  chairman  of  the  drive  . . . The 
other  day  Ike  Browarsky,  Milt  Samuels, 
Hymie  Wheeler  and  Sammy  Steinberg  pool- 
ed a little  money  and  sent  it  as  an  Easter 
token  to  Moe  Gould,  former  film  man  who 
resided  at  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial  Hos- 
pital for  several  years  . . . C.  C.  Kellen- 
berg  and  Jack  Soltz  were  in  charge  of  a 
Variety  shut-in  show  Friday  evening  at 
the  Home  of  the  Good  Shepherd  . . . Later 
in  the  evening  they  parked  their  shillelahs 
and  attended  the  St.  Patrick’s  Day  party 
at  the  club  which  was  hosted  by  the  John 
J . Maloneys. 

Jake  Smith  of  Barnesboro  is  vacation- 
ing in  Florida  . . . “Uncle”  Ben  Browar- 
sky is  at  Hot  Springs  . . . MPTO’s  concil- 
iation committee,  consisting  of  Eddie 
Beedle,  Ben  Amdur  and  Fi'ed  J.  Herring- 
ton, was  active  this  week  . . . The  Beedles 
have  returned  from  a southern  vacation. 


Charles  Porter,  Veteran 
Detroit  Showman,  Dies 

Detroit — Charles  W.  Porter,  one  of  the 
best  known  figures  in  Michigan  show  busi- 
ness for  30  years,  died  March  8 in  Grace 
Hospital  at  the  age  of  70. 

He  was  a former  president  of  the  old 
Theatre  Managers  Ass’n  of  Michigan  which 
is  now  the  Allied  unit  of  Michigan. 

He  came  here  in  1910  to  manage  the 
Miles  Theatre,  then  a leading  vaudeville 
house. 

Porter  is  survived  by  his  widow,  the 
former  Fannie  Borden.  Birrial  was  at 
Saginaw,  Mich. 


Glenn  G.  Wallace  sr. 

Detroit — Glenn  G.  Wallace  sr.,  associ- 
ated with  his  son  as  owner  of  the  Star  at 
Scottville  and  the  Family  at  Baldwin,  died 
this  week.  The  business  will  be  carried 
on  by  his  son. 


Maurice  Wilby,  32 

Detroit — Word  was  received  here  this 
week  of  the  death  of  Maurice  Wilby,  stage 
and  screen  artist  for  15  years,  on  March  6 
at  her  former  home  in  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 
She  was  32. 


Fred  Edwards 

Ashland,,  Ohio — Fred  Edwards,  71,  for 
years  identified  with  theatres  here,  died 
March  9 at  his  home  after  a brief  illness. 
His  widow  survives. 


Lee  Stebbins 

Detroit — A heart  attack  last  week  was 
fatal  to  Lee  Stebbins,  father  of  W.  R. 
Stebbins,  owner  of  the  Film  Exchange  Bldg. 


How  to  operate  motion  picture  theatres 

profitably 

Here  is  a new  book  full  of  HOW  TO  DO  IT  information,  written  by  a man 
who  believes  that  the  first  objective  of  theatre  management  is  to  make  money. 
In  this  book  he  covers  motion  picture  theatre  management  from  A to  Z, 
giving  the  best  results  of  years  of  experience  as  a guide  in  establishing 
successful  policies,  building  profitable  business,  and  efficiently  operating  any 
size  theatre. 

The  Management  of 
Motion  Picture  Theatres 

By  FRANK  H.  RICKETSON.  Jr. 

Get  This  Great  Aid  to  Theatre  President,  Fox  Inter-Mountain  Theatres,  Inc. 

Management!  GET  IT  TODAY!!  375  pages,  6x9,  illustrated,  $3.50 

Send  check  or  money  order  to 

ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS,  4704  East  Ninth  Street,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
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State  Police  Take  Call  UA,  Warner  Exchange 
After  the  Games  Principals  for  Testimony 


New  Haven — The  many  flourishing 
“charity”  Bingo  games  in  New  Haven 
county,  which  local  authorities  have  con- 
doned in  spite  of  the  outlawing  of  all 
games  in  the  state  last  summer,  received 
an  unexpected  death  blow  when  state 
police  officers  notified  local  police  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  county  that  games 
must  stop.  The  action  was  on  order  issued 
by  State’s  Attorney  Samuel  E.  Hoyt,  and 
police  were  expected  to  have  notified 
every  town  in  the  county  by  this  week. 
East  Haven  Town  Hall  is  reported  to  have 
held  large  Bingo  games  five  nights  a week, 
sponsored  by  various  organizations. 

At  the  Strand,  Thompsonville,  police  in- 
tervened when  John  Sirica,  manager,  at- 
tempted to  award  the  final  jack  pot,  after 
he  had  been  notified  that  the  game  he 
had  been  operating  under  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Veterans’  organization  must  cease. 

The  bill  before  the  legislature  attempt- 
ing to  legalize  Bingo  for  charitable  pur- 
poses has  not  yet  been  voted  on.  Exhibi- 
tors appeared  to  oppose  its  discrimination 
against  theatres  at  a public  hearing. 

Racing  Bill  Supporters 
Win  in  New  Hampshire 

Concord,  N.  H. — Race  track  supporters 
have  won  their  long  battle  to  put  through 
the  legislature  the  Barron  bill,  providing 
for  continued  pari-mutuel  horse  racing 
until  1942  at  Rockingham  Park  in  Salem. 
The  hotly  disputed  issue  was  sent  to  Gov. 
Francis  P.  Murphy  for  his  signature  after 
both  branches  of  the  legislature  accepted 
a report  of  a conference  committee. 

After  Governor  Murphy  signed  the 
measure,  it  was  announced  work  would 
be  started  shortly  on  improvements  at 
Rockingham  Park  to  cost  $150,000.  The 
grandstand  will  be  remodeled,  a mezza- 
nine constructed,  and  several  stables  re- 
built among  other  renovations. 

One  new  provision  of  the  legislation  is 
that  a “cut”  of  one-fourth  of  one  per 
cent  of  the  state’s  share  of  the  revenue 
yielded  by  the  track  shall  be  distributed  to 
all  agricultural  fairs  staging  yearly  exhi- 
bitions and  paying  premiums  of  $500  or 
more  annually.  Some  of  these  fairs  are 
conducted  under  auspices  of  groups  which 
fought  against  the  bill  as  originally  drafted. 

New  Haven  Lincoln  Owners 
Resume  House  Operation 

New  Haven — Operation  of  the  284-seat 
Lincoln  Theatre  was  resumed  by  Lincoln 
Theatre,  Inc.,  owners  of  the  building,  as 
of  March  12.  Joseph  E.  Levine  and  Harry 
Segal  of  Boston  leased  the  theatre  last 
fall,  but  have  terminated  all  connection 
with  it.  Lincoln  Theatre,  Inc.,  is  con- 
trolled by  Gilbert  Josephson,  who  operates 
the  World  Theatre,  New  York. 


Ebsen  to  Freelance 

Hollywood — Buddy  Ebsen  has  termi- 
nated a five-year  association  with  Metro 
to  do  freelance  acting  assignments. 


Boston — Emerging  from  the  stage  of 
exhibit  study  to  the  taking  of  testimony 
before  a Master  in  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg  anti-trust  case,  the  hearings  may  be 
concluded  within  the  next  six  weeks.  The 
trial  has  been  under  way  since  early  in 
January.  Questioned  by  Prosecuting  At- 
torney George  S.  Ryan  were  John  Dervin, 
United  Artists  branch  manager,  and  Na- 
than Furst,  former  Warner  branch  man- 
ager. 

Ryan,  who  frequently  during  the  trial 
has  alleged  stalling  tactics  on  the  part  of 
the  majors,  at  one  point  asked  Edward 
McClennen,  chief  defense  counsel,  if  there 
were  “any  more  papers  which  are  ready 
to  be  produced  in  compliance  with  the 
subpoenas  of  the  New  York  Court?” 

“Not  here,”  the  one-time  law  partner 
of  former  Supreme  Court  Justice  Brandeis 
replied  curtly. 

“Can  you  tell  us  when  you  -will  have 
any  more  such  papers  available  for  pro- 
duction here?” 

“No,”  McClennen  said.  “I  do  not  know 
whether  I have  some  at  the  office  now  or 
not.” 

“Do  the  defendants  intend  to  produce 
any  more  in  compliance  with  the  sub- 
poenas?” Ryan  inquired. 

“If  we  have  any.” 

How  TO  Sell  Pictures 

Philip  Hendrick,  appointed  by  the  local 
U.  S.  district  court  to  sit  as  Master  on 
the  case,  interrupted  proceedings  at  one 
time  with  the  comment:  “It  would  be 
helpful  to  me  if  I were  to  know  and  un- 
derstand how'  prices  are  established  on 
pictures.” 

“The  ideal  way  to  sell  pictures,”  John 
Dervin,  UA  branch  manager  stated,  “is 
on  a percentage  basis,  wherein  you  will 
obtain  a certain  percentage  of  every  dollar 
that  comes  into  the  boxoffice.  V/hen  one 
gets  down  into  subsequent-run  houses,  dif- 
ficulty arises  on  obtaining  percentage, 
and  they  are  then  sold  on  a flat  rental 
basis. 

“The  flat  rental  basis  itself  is  based  on 
a price  comparable  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  theatre,”  Dervin  continued.  “In  other 
words,  seating  capacity,  population,  loca- 
tion, and  all  of  those  things  must  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  an  estimate  of  an 
approximate  gross  on  a picture  and  a flat 
rental  would  be  established  from  that.” 

“How  Many  Miles?” 

Defense  counsel,  which  has  frequently 
tried  to  confine  Ryan’s  procuring  of  testi- 
money  to  the  actual  locales  involved  in  the 
litigation  rather  than  let  a broad  survey 
be  made  of  motion  picture  trade  prac- 
tices as  a whole,  used  ironic  wit  to  get 
over  the  point  when  the  deposition  of 
George  J.  Schaefer  was  taken. 

Ryan  had  just  inquired  about  an  al- 
leged operating  agreement  between  Para- 
mount Publix  Corp,  and  Fox  Film  Corp. 
“by  which  Fox  hired  five  theatres  on  the 
West  Coast  from  1930  to  1950.” 

“Have  you  a recollection,”  McClennen 
interposed  swiftly,  “of  how  many  miles  it 
is  from  Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  Elizabeth,  N. 


J.,  to  the  West  Coast  of  the  United 
States?” 

“It  is  reported  to  be  some  three  thou- 
sand miles,”  Scha.efer  replied. 

A second  instance  of  the  same  tactics 
followed  Schaefer’s  mentioning  of  Mal- 
den, Mass.,  in  reply  to  one  of  the  ques- 
tions of  the  coimsel  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Ryan  asked  Schaefer  later  if  the  lat- 
ter had  given  instructions  that  “Morse 
and  Rothenberg  were  not  to  be  sold  in 
Nashua.” 

“With  regard  to  Nashua  and  with  re- 
gard to  any  situation  similar  to  Nashua 
in  the  United  States,  whether  it  applied 
to  Morse  and  Rothenberg  or  any  other 
situation,  or  as  it  had  relation  to  an  im- 
portant circuit  or  an  important  indepen- 
dent theatre,”  Schaefer  answered,  “I  in- 
structed my  men,  the  sales  managers  of 
Paramount,  that  they  were  not  to  sell  any 
theatre  Paramount  product  that  placed 
in  jeopardy  the  business  of  the  account 
that  we  formerly  sold  and,  in  turn, 
jeopardized  our  film  rental  from  that  ac- 
count. That  applied  generally  through- 
out the  United  States  to  any  situation 
where  there  was  such  cut-throat  and  un- 
reasonable competition.” 

Schaefer  was  asked  what  he  meant  by 
“cut-throat  and  unreasonable  competi- 
tion.” 

“I  mean,  exactly,  the  showing  of  pic- 
tm’es  in  a city  the  size  of  Nashua  or  Ports- 
mouth at  35  cents  and  having  those  same 
motion  pictures  shown  shortly  thereafter 
for  ten  cents  or  15  cents,  or  at  unreason- 
able differential  between  what  the  first- 
run  house  charged  and  what  the  house 
that  wanted  to  buy  then  charged  and 
wanted  to  pay  for  them  afterwards.” 

Block  Booking  as  “Wholesaling” 

Schaefer  came  out  strongly  against 
double  features  in  the  testimony.  When 
Ryan  asked  him  if  at  any  time  he  had 
been  opposed  to  double  features,  the  pres- 
ent UA  executive  ejaculated,  “At  all 
times!” 

“Have  you  done  anything  to  attempt  to 
eliminate  that  situation?” 

“Yes,  I have  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
but  have  made  very  little  progress.” 

Block  booking  was  another  subject  that 
came  up.  Schaefer  stated  that  he  was  not 
opposed  to  it. 

“Do  you  practice  block  booking  now?” 
Ryan  asked. 

“To  the  best  of  my  ability.” 

“When  you  were  with  Paramount  as 
general  sales  manager,  did  you  practice 
block  booking?”  Ryan  asked  a few  mo- 
ments later. 

“When  I was  with  Paramount,  we  en- 
deavored to  sell  all  our  product  at  one 
time,  or  as  much  of  our  product  as  we 
could  get  at  one  time,  if  you  refer  to  that 
as  block  booking.  That  is  a matter  to  me 
of  wholesaling  my  product  and  selling  all 
the  pictures  that  it  is  possible  to  sell  with- 
out having  to  sell  one  at  a time.  That  has 
been  assumed  by  agitators  in  this  indus- 
try as  block  booking. 

“If  it  isn’t  block  booking,”  Ryan  came 
(Continued  on  page  74) 


BOXOmCE  ::  March  18,  1939  NE 


71 


pLANS  are  under  way  for  honoring  one 

of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  exhibi- 
tors in  the  territory — George  Wilkinson 
of  the  Wilkinson,  Wallingford.  Sam 
Rosen  heads  the  temporary  committee, 
and  date  will  soon  be  announced. 

Ben  Simon  gives  the  most  prominent 
wall  space  in  his  office  to  the  150-name 
parchment  testimonial  presented  him  at  a 
recent  dinner  in  honor  of  his  20th  anni- 
versary on  the  Street,  by  all  his  friends 
present  at  the  event. 

Leading  the  “off-to-convention”  parade 
are  Tom  Donaldson,  Milton  Hyams  and 
Morton  Katz  of  Metro.  A special  meet 
for  bookers,  office  managers  and  checking 
supervisors  is  expected  to  follow  the  Chi- 
cago conclave.  Foxites  leave  next. 

First  meeting  of  the  year  on  the  Will 
Rogers  Memorial  Drive  took  place  at  the 
20th-Fox  office,  and  Lou  Wechsler  was 
appointed  chairman,  with  all  exchange 
managers  serving  on  the  committee.  Week 
of  April  20  has  been  designated,  and  it  is 
expected  that  large  theatres  will  again 
take  collections,  while  smaller  houses  will 
probably  make  contributions. 

“Grand  Illusion”  booking  at  the  Para- 
mount, New  Haven  was  heralded  by  local 
film  critics  as  a great  event.  Loew’s  played 
the  picture  at  the  Majestic,  Bridgeport. 

Robert  Schwartz  has  completed  arrange- 
ments to  continue  leasing  his  present 
Paramount  Theatre,  Thomaston  quarters, 
and  will  now  start  construction  of  a new 
house  on  the  site  acquired  by  him  in  the 
Tiext  block.  With  the  opening  of  the  new 
house,  he  will  keep  the  Paramount  dark. 

George  Rabinowitz,  Republic  exchange 
manager  here,  has  taken  an  apartment  on 
Elm  and  Boulevard  in  New  Haven.  Mrs. 
Rabinowitz  is  the  foimer  Selma  Rifkin, 
daughter  of  Herman  Rifkin  of  Boston. 

Convalescent  report:  Frances  Silverman 
of  the  Warner  exchange  office  is  back  at 
her  desk  after  a long  illness,  followed  by 


a stay  in  Florida  . . . Elwood  Russell,  son 
of  Robert  Russell  of  the  Poll,  is  recuper- 
ating at  home  from  a long  seige  as  a re- 
sult of  a broken  arm  received  during  a 
football  game  at  Hamden  High  . . . John 
Sirica’s  child,  who  fell  out  of  the  back  door 
of  his  car  and  sustained  injuries  to  the 
head,  is  reported  progressing  now  . . . Dan 
Cummings  is  back  in  charge  of  the  Para- 
mount stage  after  an  auto  accident  and 
stay  in  the  hospital. 

National  Screen  Service  has  appointed 
Emil  Feldberg  new  representative  for  this 
territory.  Feldberg  was  formerly  with  the 
New  York  office  . . . B-41  local  of  the  ex- 
change employes  union  will  meet  at  the 
Hotel  Garde  on  March  27  for  a regular 
spring  meeting,  the  last  before  election  of 
officers  in  June.  Katherine  Fitzgerald 
will  preside. 

Pratt’s,  Deep  River,  operated  by  Louis 
Pratt,  has  switched  from  a Wednesday- 
Satur day -Sunday  schedule  to  two  changes 
a week,  the  first  Friday-Saturday  and  the 
second  Sunday -Monday,  with  dish  give- 
away on  Monday. 

Jack  Bellman,  Republic  eastern  district 
manager,  was  in  town  for  a conference  . . . 
Frank  Rosenberg,  Columbia’s  special  ex- 
ploitation man  on  “First  Offenders,” 
spent  several  days  in  town,  and  Frank 
McGrann,  publicity  director,  also  came  in 
for  a conference  . . . John  VaUin  is  audit- 
ing at  the  Warner  office  . . . H.  Zimmer- 
man is  also  taking  a look  at  the  Loew 
exchange  and  theatre  books  . . . Sam 
Haase,  Joe  Israelson  and  Sam  Siroca 
dropped  in  on  Tom  Donaldson  en  route 
from  New  York  to  Boston. 

Robert  Russell  and  Nat  Rubin,  manager 
and  assistant  at  the  Loew-Poli,  New 
Haven,  led  the  circuit  for  the  month  of 
February  in  Loew-Down  mentions.  One 
mention  a month  in  this  circuit  daily  is 
enough  to  make  a manager  forget  all  his 
trials  and  tribulations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Shaw  left  on  a 
(Continued  on  page  77) 


Sunday  Show  Bill 
Heavily  Opposed 

Portland,  Me. — Churchgoers,  ministers 
and  WCTU  members  offered  strong  oppo- 
sition to  a local  option  bill  legalizing  Sun- 
day motion  pictures,  at  a public  hearing 
before  the  legislative  legal  affairs  com- 
mittee at  August.  At  the  same  time  they 
urged  the  committee  to  approve  another 
bill  which,  they  contended,  would  “put 
teeth”  into  the  prevalent  Sunday  blue 
law. 

The  measure  calls  for  an  increase  from 
$10  to  $100  for  violating  the  law. 

Leading  the  opponents  of  the  Sunday 
legislation  bill,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W. 
Smith  of  Waterville,  secretary  of  the 
Christian  Civic  League  of  Maine,  declared 
its  passage  would  be  the  “first  step  to- 
ward the  commercialization  of  Sunday.” 
Maine’s  present  Sunday  laws,  he  said,  pro- 
vide “security  for  our  society,”  and  added 
further  that  if  there  were  “teeth  in  the 
law,  enforcement  would  be  more  effec- 
tive.” 

Heading  the  proponents  of  the  Sunday 
motion  picture  proposal.  Municipal  Judge 
Harold  W.  Hurley  of  Boothbay  Harbor 
predicted  that  if  Maine  did  not  liberalize 
its  Sunday  laws  and  “give  our  summer 
visitors  an  opportunity  to  have  a good 
time,  we  might  as  well  close  shop.”  He 
pointed  out  further  that  all  the  other 
New  England  states  “have  practically 
killed  their  Sunday  laws.” 

Supporting  Smith  in  his  opposition  to 
the  bill  were  the  Rev.  Rodney  W.  Roundy 
of  Portland,  superintendent  of  the  Con- 
gregational Christian  Conference  of 
Maine;  Mrs.  Althea  G.  Quimby  of  Port- 
land, president  of  the  Maine  WCTU  the 
past  25  years;  Professor  N.  E.  Wheeler  of 
Colby  College  and  Mrs.  Wheeler  and  Rev. 
J.  S.  Pendleton,  secretary  of  the  Maine 
Baptist  Convention. 

The  Rev.  Edwin  Cunningham  and  Caro- 
line Chase,  Augusta;  Myrtle  Green,  presi- 
dent of  the  Waterville  WCTU ; Mrs.  E.  M. 
Torrey  of  Rockport;  Representatives 
Charles  H.  Holman  of  Dixfield  and  Lee 
C.  Good  of  MonticeUo;  former  Rep.  John 
Hubert  Crowell  of  Weston  and  W.  T.  Hus- 
sey of  North  Berwick. 

Rep.  Randolph  A.  Weatherbee  (R)  of 
Lincoln  represented  Rep.  John  G.  Smith 


Top  Hats  Show  Up 


Bridgeport — Manager  Morris  Rosenthal 
of  the  Majestic  still  isn’t  sure  where  all 
the  silk  hats  came  from  during  the  run 
of  “Topper  Takes  a Trip”  at  his  theatre. 

As  a gag,  Morris  offered  free  admission 
to  anyone  who  would  appear  at  the  boxof- 
fice  in  a top  hat.  Immediately  a flood  of 
questioning  telephone  calls  were  received. 
The  opening  day  saw  nearly  a dozen  top- 
hats  getting  a free  pass  by  the  doormen. 
As  the  run  of  the  film  progressed,  other 
hats  of  the  snowball  target  variety  showed 
up  every  day. 

It  is  the  first  time  any  one,  except  the 
undertakers,  have  been  seen  wearing  top 
hats  in  Bridgeport  in  years. 


As  Ben  Simon  Was  Honored — 


Speaker’s  table  at  the  recent  dinner  tendered  Ben  Simon,  20th-Fox  exchange 
manager.  New  Haven,  at  Racebrook  Country  Club  on  his  20th  anniversary 
on  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  14  of  which  have  been  with  Fox.  Left  to  right: 
Tom  Bailey,  New  England  20th-Fox  district  manager;  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew- 
Poli  division  manager,  (toastmaster  of  the  event),  the  guest  of  honor,  and 
Clarence  Hill,  assistant  division  manager.  New  York. 
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(D)  of  Westbrook,  who  introduced  the 
Sunday  motion  picture  measure,  but  was 
unable  to  attend  the  hearing  because  of 
illness. 

Weatherbee  was  supported  by  Reps. 
Robert  C.  McNamara  of  Winthrop,  Peter 
Mills  of  Farmington,  Orrin  F.  Wallace  of 
Sanford,  Edmond  J.  Lambert  of  Lewis- 
ton; Sen.  Jean  Charles  Boucher  of  Lewis- 
ton; Municipal  Judge  Clinton  T.  Goudy  of 
South  Portland,  former  senator;  H.  C. 
Miller,  Winthrop  postmaster  and  theatre 
owner;  Annie  E.  Marsans,  also  of  Win- 
throp. 

Saul  Hayes,  Boothbay  Harbor  theatre 
owner;  Oscar  H.  Dunbar  of  Machias,  for- 
mer Washington  county  attorney;  the  Rev. 
George  Mitchell  of  the  Seventh  Day  Ad- 
vent Church;  E.  N.  Jacques  of  Manches- 
ter and  James  Perkins,  Boothbay  Harbor, 
Lincoln  county  attorney. 

Proponents  of  the  bill,  which  would  per- 
mit theatres  to  operate  between  the  hours 
of  3 p.  m.  and  11;  30  p.  m.  on  Sundays, 
contended  that  Sunday  motion  pictures 
would  give  Maine’s  young  people  an  op- 
portunity to  “enjoy  good,  clean  entertain- 
ment,” and  serve  to  divert  their  attention 
from  “things  more  harmful  than  movies.” 

Opponents  countered  with  the  conten- 
tion that  the  young  folks  and  others  too 
could  find  plenty  to  do  on  Sundays  with- 
out going  to  motion  picture  shows. 

Committee  members  have  not,  as  yet, 
taken  any  action  on  the  bill. 


"First  OHenders"  Run 
Is  Made  Civic  Event 

New  Haven — ^“First  Offenders,”  Colum- 
bia’s film  adaptation  of  New  Haven  Sher- 
iff Slavin’s  radio  series  by  the  same  name, 
had  its  world  premiere  at  Loew’s  College 
Theatre  here  on  Thursday  evening,  March 
17.  Lou  Brown,  publicity  director  and 
Sam  Badamo,  manager,  mapped  out  one 
of  the  largest  campaigns  ever  employed 
for  the  house,  stressing  the  local  angle  of 
the  inception  of  the  idea.  A radio  inter- 
view of  Sheriff  Slavin  from  the  stage  over 
WICC,  and  a broadcast  of  one  of  his  origi- 
nal radio  dramatizations  featured  the 
opening,  which  was  attended  by  high  state 
and  city  officials,  educators  and  social 
workers  of  prominence.  Newspapers  and 
radio  both  cooperated  beyond  their  usual 
policy  in  this  city.  Judge  Joseph  Weiner 
of  the  city  court  promised  in  advance  to 
sentence  any  first  offenders  brought  to 
court  during  the  run  to  see  the  picture 
once  a day,  and  Probation  Officer  Barry 
offered  his  cooperation. 

Badamo  has  been  screening  the  picture 
for  various  judges,  leading  educators,  and 
social  workers.  A group  of  200  boy  scouts 
marched  from  the  Green  to  the  theatre, 
with  bands,  to  occupy  a reserved  section. 
Father  Flanagan  of  “Boys  Town”  fame 
wired  his  congratulations  to  Sheriff  Slavin 
on  opening  night.  High  school  bulletin 
boards  were  secured  for  advance  material. 
Among  the  potential  audience  for  the  pic- 
ture were  the  39,000  members  of  the 
“Don’t  be  a first  offender  club,”  organized 
in  the  state  by  Sheriff  Slavin. 


Make  "Zorro"  Again 

Hollwood — “The  Maxk  of  Zorro,”  the 
silent  success  with  Douglas  Fairbanks  sr., 
has  been  added  to  20th-Fox’s  production 
schedule. 


Dance  Sequence  Brings 
Cuts  to  Foreign  Film 

Boston — A foreign  feature  was  the  only 
film  to  collect  cuts  in  the  list  dealing  with 
44  motion  pictures  released  last  week  by 
the  Massachusetts  department  of  public 
safety. 

“The  Daughter  of  Basha”  was  relieved 
of  what  the  bmeau  of  Sunday  censorship 
described  as:  “Unconventional  scenes  in 
the  dancing  number  in  part  4.  Scene 
showing  unconventional  numbers  in  the 
group  song  number,  in  part  5.  Scene  show- 
ing unconventional  movements  in  dance 
number,  in  part  6.” 

No  attempts  were  made  to  define  what 
constitutes  an  “unconventional  move- 
ment” in  the  puritanical  Bay  State. 

“Wife,  Husband  and  Friend,”  passed 
with  eliminations  per  the  February  27 
bulletin,  was  put  through  last  week  “with 
no  eliminations.”  Noted,  too,  was  the 
change  of  a Monogram  title  from  “Sky 
Pirate”  to  “Mysteiy  Plane.” 

Unconventional  movements  were  also 
detected  in  local  vaudeville  acts.  Fourteen 
routines  were  modified  to  conform  with 
Sunday  regulations.  Eighteen  routines 
were  passed,  while  eight  others  were  re- 
fused Sunday  permits. 


Adapt  “Star  Maker" 

Hollywood — “The  Star  Maker,”  with 
Bing  Crosby  in  the  title  role,  will  be 
scripted  by  Frank  Butler  and  Don  Hart- 
man for  Producer  Charles  R.  Rogers.  Para- 
mount releases. 


^HE  Majestic  has  a pleasing  gold  fish 
aquarium  in  the  foyer  . . . Thomas  Keel- 
ing, maintenance  superintendent  at  the 
Warner  Theatre,  seriously  injured  the  day 
before  Christmas  when  struck  by  an  au- 
tomobile, is  out  of  the  hospital  and  due 
back  at  work  about  April  1. 

Anthony  (Tony)  Masella,  assistant  man- 
ager at  the  Globe,  is  getting  plenty  of  fav- 
orable comment  on  his  lobby  display  for 
“Honolulu.”  It  was  built  around  a?i  auto- 
matic phonograph  that  played  20  Hawai- 
ian records. 

Harry  Rose  entertained  100  Sea  Scouts 
at  the  Globe  in  connection  with  “Pride 
of  Navy.”  The  scouts  paraded  to  the  thea- 
tre in  full  imiform. 

Mrs.  Verne  Fenick,  veteran  cashier  at 
the  Warner,  has  resigned  to  become  a 
mother.  Her  job  has  been  taken  by  her 
sister,  Reene  Kerensey,  a former  Loew- 
Poli  cashier. 

The  Empire,  New  London,  in  an  effort 
to  stimulate  Saturday  business,  is  offering 
eight  pictures  on  that  day. 

The  Levine  circuit  booked  “Cloistered” 
for  two  of  their  houses,  the  Strand  and 
the  Parch  City.  Picture  drew  fair  busi- 
ness. 

Restoration  of  pay  cuts  at  General  Elec- 
tric is  the  best  news  managers  have  heard 
this  year. 


WIDE  OPEN 

For  Landing  Increased 
Business  For  You 
This  Season! 


Patrons  who  drop  in  occasionally  are 
potentially  your  biggest  assets — if  they 
can  be  turned  into  steady  customers. 

An  atmosphere  of  comfort  keeps  pa- 
trons coming  back  — and  nothing 
creates  this  atmosphere  like  giving  your 
theatre  an  air  of  newness  and  fresh- 
ness when  you  spring-house-clean. 


Color  Glow  Lighting 
Carbondale  Air  Conditioning 
Alexander  Smith  Carpets 
Ideal  Seats 

Wagner  Silhouette  Letters 
Capitol  Rubber  Mats 
Royal  Chrome  Furniture 
New  Stage  Draperies 


CAPITOL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


^ NEW  ENGLAND  ORGANIZATION  FOR 
NEW  ENGLAND  EXHIBITORS 

28-30  PIEDMONT  STREET  • BOSTON.  MASS. 
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Take  Testimoni]  in 
M&R  Trust  Suit 

(Continued  from  page  71) 

back,  “what  is  block  booking?” 

“I  don’t  know  what  block  booking  is,” 
Schaefer  shrugged. 

It  was  brought  out  that  Schaefer,  at 
one  time,  had  interests  both  in  Paramount 
distributing  and  exhibiting  segments. 

Referring  to  the  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
situation,  where  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Company,  a Paramount 
affiliate,  operated  in  competition  with  a 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  house,  Ryan  de- 
manded, “You  didn’t  want  it  to  be  hurt 
because  it  was  part  of  the  Paramount 
organization?” 

“That  is  possible,”  Schaefer  admitted. 

“And  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  being 
hurt,  you  refused  to  sell  your  product  to 
the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  theatre  any 
run?” 

“In  order  not  to  have  the  theatre  hurt,” 
Schaefer  specified.  “My  answer  was  . . . 
so  that  our  film  rentals  in  turn  would  not 
be  affected.  I put  that  in  the  same  cate- 
gory as  I put  all  other  theatres  in  the 
United  States  when  I made  the  general 
rule  and  made  out  my  policy.  It  wasn’t 
applicable  to  Morse  and  Rothenberg  any 
more  than  with  any  other  theatre  in  the 
United  States  that  interfered  with  first- 
run  revenue.” 

“Do  you  mean  you  weren’t  more  inter- 
ested in  the  theatres  in  which  Paramount 
had  a 50  per  cent  stock  interest  than  you 
were  in  some  independent  house  in  which 
Paramount  had  no  interest?”  Ryan 
pointed. 

“No,  sir,”  said  Schaefer.  “My  instruc- 
tions applied  equally  to  any  situation.” 

Ryan  gave  Schaefer  his  stock  question, 
“Is  there  any  better  way  to  put  a theatre 
out  of  business  than  to  cut  off  its  supply 
of  major  product?” 

“I  don’t  know  of  any  better  way.” 

“Can  you  think  of  any  better  way?” 

“No,  sir,”  Schaefer  said  decisively,  “I 
can’t  think  of  any  better  way.” 


Andrew  Smith  Testifies 
On  Providence  Suit 

Boston — ^Andi’ew  W.  Smith  jr.,  former 
general  sales  manager  for  United  Artists 
and  "Warner,  told  George  S.  Ryan  that  he 
personally  preferred  not  to  sell  "Warner 
product  to  the  Metropolitan  in  Providence. 


This  former  Louis  Anger  and  George 
"Walsh  house  is  the  focus  of  a $100,000 
anti-trust  suit  being  heard  jointly  with 
the  Morse  and  Rothenberg  actions. 

“I  felt  that  the  sale  of  product  to  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  would  be  harmful 
to  the  best  interests  of  our  pictures,  as  to 
film  rentals  in  Providence,”  said  Smith, 
“because  Providence  happens  to  be  a city 
where  first-run  pictures  are  short,  as  to 
number.  There  has  always  been,  as  far 
back  as  I can  remember,  a shortage  of 
first-run  pictures  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, and  I assume  that  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre  could  not  and  did  not  have  any 
idea  of  operating  on  a first-run  basis. 

“I  understood  the  location  of  the  the- 
atre to  be  in  the  downtown  area,  that  the 
theatre  had  a great  many  seats  (upwards 
of  2,000),  and  I felt  that  the  showing  of 
pictures  there,  at  any  admission  price  or 
for  any  run,  would  be  harmful  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  exhibitors  in  Providence 
that  we  had  done  business  with  for  many 
years:  exhibitors  who  had  perhaps  a large 
investment  in  their  properties,  in  their 
business;  exhibitors  who  had  been  good 
customers  of  ours  and  with  whom  we  had 
established  satisfactory  film  rentals.” 

Ryan  inquired  whether  the  Metropolitan 
couldn’t  have  been  charged  a high  enough 
rental  to  make  up  for  any  "Warner  loss 
from  a first-run  account. 

“No,  sir,”  replied  Smith.  “I  would  have 
to  figure  if  Mr.  Walsh  were  willing  to  pay 
a terrific  price  that  perhaps  he  could  not 
afford  to  pay  but  for  a short  period  of 
time.  While  I would  have  his  few  dollars 
in  my  till,  I would  have  caused  the  dam- 
age to  other  theatres  and  to  our  company. 
It  would  be  something  that  he  could  not 
continue  with  long  ...  I understood,  fur- 
ther, that  Mr.  Walsh  himself  and  the  peo- 
ple who  were  going  to  operate  the  theatre 
were  in  on  a so-called  ‘fly-by-night’  basis; 
no  investment  and  I understood  before 
they  considered  taking  over  the  theatre 
they  knew  exactly  what  the  product  situ- 
ation was  and  that  they  would  have  ex- 
treme difficulty  in  getting  pictures  for  any 
kind  of  a run.” 

“From  whom  did  you  get  the  informa- 
tion that  they  would  have  extreme  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  pictures  for  any  run?” 
George  Ryan  put  in  quickly. 

Andy  Smith  Gets  Same  Question 

“Mr.  Spry,”  Smith  replied,  referring  to 
Thomas  B.  Spry  who  headed  Warner  dis- 
tribution interests  in  New  England  for 
years.  “I  refer  to  Warner  pictures  only.” 

The  prosecution  attorney  followed  up 
this  “combination  and  conspiracy”  attack 
at  another  point  when  he  asked  Andy 
Smith,  “If  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  had 
been  able  to  get  the  product  of  four  or  five 
other  companies  subsequent  lain,  but  had 


Melodrama's  Primaci] 
Hitchcock's  Thesis 

New  Haven — That  melodrama  was  the 
“mainstay  of  motion  picture  material  and 
the  natural  material  of  films”  was  the  gist 
of  an  address  Alfred  Hitchcock,  prize- 
winning director  of  “The  Lady  "Vanishes” 
and  other  films,  delivered  before  the  stu- 
dents of  the  Yale  department  of  drama. 

Hitchcock  contended  that  because  writ- 
ers of  today  are  concentrating  much  more 
on  character,  “hearty”  melodramas  are 
lacking  for  film  production.  He  main- 
tained that  the  trend  of  the  present  is 
toward  blending  character  into  melodramas, 
and  although  this  presents  the  difficulty 
of  tending  to  slow  up  the  pace,  he  sug- 
gested that  “Jamaica  Run”  with  Charles 
Laughton,  is  a move  in  this  direction. 
“Pace,”  he  explained,  “is  made  not  by  fast 
action  or  fast  speaking,  but  by  a full  pat- 
tern with  no  blank  spaces.” 

The  element  of  suspense  must  be  intro- 
duced by  various  means,  he  pointed  out, 
to  hold  attention  beyond  its  normal  span. 
“The  audience  should  be  made  to  suffer,” 
he  advised,  and  not  informed  whether  or 
how  soon  the  hero  will  rescue  the  heroine 
— “keep  the  audience  with  the  heroine 
and  the  knife.”  The  “springboard  method” 
of  using  a mysterious  situation  as  a jump- 
ing-off  place  for  the  picture  was  also  cited. 


not  gotten  the  product  of  Warner,  would 
not  that  also  have  injured  the  income 
from  the  first  run  and  from  your  subse- 
quent runs?” 

“I  haven’t  given  any  thought  to  that 
phase  of  the  situation  and  didn’t  give  it 
any  at  the  time,”  Smith  answered. 

“Could  you  give  me  an  answer  now?” 

Smith  replied  that  he  couldn’t. 

“Well  now,  Mr.  Smith,  as  I get  it  from 
you,  one  of  the  things  that  you  didn’t 
want  to  do  was  to  hurt  your  other  ac- 
counts by  decreasing  their  revenue?” 

“That’s  right.” 

“If  this  theatre  were  operating  with 
any  major  product,”  Ryan  pressed, 
“wouldn’t  it  hurt  the  revenue  of  your 
other  accounts?” 

“I  don’t  know,”  said  Smith. 

“Could  it  fail  to  hurt  the  other  accounts 
if  it  were  operating  with  major  product?” 

“I  can’t  answer  that  question,”  replied 
Smith,  “without  a lot  of  other  facts.” 

A few  moments  later,  Ryan  demanded: 
“In  order  for  the  major  distributors  like 
Warner,  to  protect  his  revenue  against  the 
Metropolitan  Theatre  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  all  the  distributors  to  refuse  to 
sell  product  to  the  Metropolitan  Theatre, 
would  it  not?” 

“I  don’t  know,”  Smith  told  him. 

The  testimony  approached  conclusion 
when  Ryan  insistently  asked  Smith  if  he 
knew  “of  any  better  way  of  putting  a the- 
atre out  of  business  than  by  cutting  off 
its  supply  of  major  product?” 

“Mr.  Ryan,  I must  repeat,  I never 
thought  along  such  lines,”  Andrew  W. 
Smith  jr.,  insisted.  “I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  your  question.” 

“But  at  this  time,  can  you  specify 
any  better  way?” 

“No,  sir;  I can’t  specify  any  way.” 


THANKS  TO  OUR  SUPPORTERS 

IN  THE 


REPUBLIC  drive 


JACK  DAVIS  JACK  JENNINGS 

SAM  SELETSKY  AL  FECKE 

CHARLIE  WILSON  GEORGE  RABINOWITZ 

Are  You  One  Of  Them? 

REPUBLIC  PICTURES  CORP.  OF  N.  E. 

HERMAN  RIFKIN.  President 
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BOTTOM 

Q. UESTS  invited  to  the  Allied  dinner  this 
week  in  honor  of  visiting  Col.  Harry 

A.  Cole  included  such  film  district  figures 
as  Tom  Bailey,  Maurice  N.  Wolf,  Wm.  H. 
Gardner,  Harry  Rogovin,  Norman  Ayres, 
John  Dervin,  William  H.  Erbb,  William 
P.  Kelly,  Steve  Broidy,  Sam  Davidson, 
Harry  Asher,  Herman  Rifkin,  Harry 
Kirchgessner,  Kenneth  Douglass,  L.  L. 
Foster,  Harry  Segal,  Burt  Lazarus,  A1 
Swerdlove,  Maurice  Master,  Irving  Zuss- 
man,  and  Harry  Decker. 

Anna  Hughes,  secretary  to  Joseph  Bren- 
nan of  the  MPTOA,  returned  to  60  Scol- 
lay  Square  last  week  following  a hit  of 
grippe. 

Nathan  Yamins,  Fall  River  exhibitor, 
was  at  the  Hotel  Floridan  last  week.  He 
played  a number  of  rounds  of  golf  with 
M.  N.  Wolf,  M-G-M  divisional  manager. 

Allard  Graves,  northern  New  England 
theatreman,  and  the  former  Mrs.  Aileen 
Wilson  plan  to  return  to  Vermont  in  May 
following  a prolonged  honeymoon. 

A lawsuit  against  the  Massachusetts  de- 
partment of  public  safety  is  looming  as  a 
result  of  the  banning  of  “Professor  Mam- 
lock”  on  the  ground  that  the  Amkino 
release  “incites  to  riot.” 

Sam  Haase,  theatre  broker,  is  suing  a 
local  circuit  oumer  for  commissions  al- 
legedly due  him  as  a result  of  a theatre 
deal  involving  real  estate. 

Rose  Steinberg  of  the  booking  depart- 
ment of  M&P  was  a recent  grippe  sufferer. 

The  Capitol  Theatre  Supply  Co.  has 
sold  consignments  of  seats  to  E.  M.  Loew 
for  the  Regent  in  Arlington  and  to  Phil 
Marget  for  the  Bellevue  in  Central  Falls 

R.  1. 

Art  Howard,  Allied  business  manager, 
was  out  most  of  last  week  with  the  grippe 
. . . Kenneth  Douglass,  Capitol  Theatre 
Supply  head,  is  back  after  a touch  of 
the  flu. 

Joe  Ehrlick,  assistant  publicist  at 
Keith’s  Memorial,  shook  off  the  grippe  in 
record  time  last  week  . . . Disability  news 
would  7iot  be  complete  without  the  men- 
tion that  Mario  Daru,  assistant  to  adver- 
tising Manager  Jack  Saef  of  the  Para- 
mount and  Fenway,  is  growing  a new 
fingernail. 

The  report  is  that  a New  York  circuit 
will  build  a house  in  suburban  Boston  on 
land  purchased  several  years  ago  by  a 
local  circuit  operator  who  acquired  it  on  a 
lease-with-o  p t i o n-to-buy  arrangement 
when  a second  circuit  operator  was  dicker- 
ing for  it. 

Another  product  shift  in  first-run  Bos- 
ton has  been  recorded  with  the  moving  of 
“Duke  of  West  Point,”  originally  sched- 
uled for  the  Metropolitan,  to  Keith’s 
Memorial. 

Newell  B.  Kurson,  Graphic  Theatre  cir- 
cuit executive,  is  now  located  at  164  Stuart 
Street.  The  northern  New  England  in- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


"March  of  Time"  Now  to 
30  Millions  Monthly 

New  York — When  the  “March  of  Time” 
enters  on  its  fifth  year  next  month,  it  will 
play  to  an  estimated  world  audience  of 
30  million  people  in  more  than  11,000 
theatres  as  compared  with  the  400  theatres 
in  which  it  opened  just  four  years  ago. 

Within  the  past  year,  the  “March  of 
Time”  has  added  its  38th  country  to  the 
list  of  nations  where  it  is  seen,  and  a 
Dutch  version  to  its  existing  French,  Eng- 
lish, Spanish  and  Canadian  versions. 


Conn,  Amusement  Tax  Bill 
Referred  to  Committee 

Hartford — House  Bill  1252,  an  act  con- 
cerning taxation  of  amusements,  has 
been  filed  by  title  alone,  text  to  be  filled 
in  at  an  early  date. 

The  bill  has  been  referred  to  the  finance 
committee,  but  had  not  been  scheduled  for 
hearing  as  Boxoffice  went  to  press. 

Two-men-in-a-booth  bills  S.  B.  250  and 
H.  B.  596,  have  been  rejected  by  the  sen- 
ate and  house  respectively. 


We  feel  rather  proud  of  the  picture  of  Fred 
Sharby  of  Keene,  New  Hampshire's  Scenic  Thea- 
tre. We  admit  that  Fred  is  naturally  a happy- 
go-lucky  sort  of  fellow,  but  it's  rare  that  you  can 
get  a fellow  looking  happy  when  he  is  spending 
money. 

Anyway,  Fred  puts  his  signature  on  the  good 
old  dotted  line  with  a wide  grin.  And  no  won- 
der, because  he  has  taken  a look  at  Monogram's 
list  of  current  and  coming  attractions.  There  is 
"Star  Reporter"  with  Warren  Hull  and  Marsha 
Hunt;  "Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong,"  a real  thriller  with 
Boris  Karloff  as  the  Chinese  sleuth  from  Hugh 
Wiley's  Collier's  stories;  and  "Mystery  Plane," 
first  in  the  Tailspin  Tommy  series  based  on  the 
famous  comic  strip. 

"Duffy"  Lewis,  the  Provincetown,  Cape  Cod- 
der. got  a real  laugh  out  of  his  picture,  claiming 
it  didn't  resemble  him  in  the  least.  The  candid 
camera  never  lies,  my  fran'.  First  thing  Duffy 
did  was  yell  for  a retake.  So  we  shot  another 
picture.  Here  is  the  result.  We  have  it  from 
a real  authoritative  source  that  residents  at  the 
tip  of  the  Cape  are  mighty  thankful  for  the  cinema 
houses  because  of  the  lack  of  other  forms  of 
entertainment.  That's  a thought  for  you  all  to 
consider. 


We'll  be  seeing  you  at  the  Exchange  at  39  Church  Street.  And  don't  for- 
get that  Monogram  is  going  to  help  you  go  to  town  with  special  promotion 
and  publicity  campaigns  this  year. 

Steve  Broidy 


Monogram 

39  CHURCH  STREET 


Pictures,  INC. 

• BOSTON 
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(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
dependent  chain  opened  a booking  office 
there  last  week. 

Paul  Levi,  Metropolitan  advertising 
manager,  and  Mrs.  Levi  are  back  from  a 
West  Indian  honeymoon  and  living  tem- 
porarily at  the  Hotel  Sheraton. 


fessor  Mamlock,”  while  “Ballerina”  is  set 
to  tag  that.  The  second  Cameo  release 
pulled  strongly  at  the  Colonial  in  Hart- 
ford last  week. 

Ben  Rogers,  independent  distributor,  has 
moved  his  offices  from  Piedmont  St.  to 
48  Melrose  St. 


Boston  Friars  clubrooms  have  been  re- 
turned to  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Hotel 
Statler  after  a seventh-floor  stay  while 
a Gift  Show  was  in  progress. 

Steve  Broidy,  city  sales  manager  in  this 
territory  for  Monogram,  returned  last 
week  from  Florida  . . . Also  up  from  the 
south  is  Morey  “Razz”  Goldstein,  M-G-M 
city  salesman. 

Mickey  Hamilton,  former  line  captain 
at  the  Metropolitan,  has  been  in  town  . . . 
Among  local  film  men  in  New  York  last 
week  were  Harry  Asher,  Ralph  Snider, 
Sam  Haase,  Sam  Soroker  and  Charles 
Israelson. 

Marty  Glazer,  Metropolitan  bowling 
champ  and  assistant  to  Publicist  Paul  Levi, 
has  been  trying  to  shake  off  the  grippe 
. . . Sam  Olansky,  tailor  for  more  than  a 
score  of  local  theatremen,  injected  testi- 
mony in  a recent  lawsuit  that  was  held 
to  be  an  important  reason  for  the  settling 
of  the  litigation  out  of  court. 


The  Theatrical  Post  of  American 
Legion  held  an  “Anniversary  Night”  last 
Wednesday  evening  at  the  Paramount  ex- 
change. 

Charles  Wilson,  Jack  Davis,  Jack  Jen- 
nings, Al  Fecke,  Sam  Seletsky,  and  George 
Rabinowitz  transmit  thanks  to  New  Eng- 
land exhibitors  for  support  in  the  pre- 
vailing Republic  salesmen  and  bookers 
drive.  The  competition  for  substantial 
prizes  will  continue  among  the  fraternity 
this  month  and  next. 

Fred  Sorrow,  assistant  to  Film  Critic 
Elinor  Hughes  of  the  Herald,  returned  to 
his  desk  last  week  following  an  illness  . . . 
Joe  Dineen,  Globe  reporter,  and  Maurice 
Goldberg  of  the  Post,  broke  the  local  mur- 
der case  on  which  Columbia’s  “Let  Us 
Live”  is  based.  Both  newspaper  men  col- 
lected substantial  reward  money.  Dineen 
capitalized  further  by  writing  “Murder  in 
Massachusetts”  on  which  the  present  Co- 
lumbia release  is  based. 


“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter,”  scheduled 
to  open  this  week  at  the  Metropolitan,  has 
been  moved  to  March  30  to  allow  “Okla- 
homa Kid.”  The  action  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  recent  censorship  controversy  on 
the  flicker  which,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
has  been  passed  without  eliminations  m 
Massachusetts. 

Al  Nasif  of  Capitol  and  Mrs.  Nasif  have 
a new  citizen  in  their  home. 

Mary  Millward,  a college  graduate  with- 
out previous  film  experience,  has  been 
selected  as  manager  of  the  newreel  the- 
atre Irving  Isaacs  planned  to  open  this 
week  in  the  Park  Square  Building. 

Jack  Bellman,  Republic  divisional  man- 
ager, was  in  town  last  week. 

Ed  Morey,  local  Republic  sales  man- 
ager, was  out  last  week  with  the  grippe. 

Al  Swerdlove,  premium  dealer,  was  ex- 
pected back  in  town  this  week  after  a 
business  trip  through  New  York,  Albany, 
Cleveland,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and 
points  sundry. 


Benjamin  Green,  brother-in-law  of  Sam 
Pitianski  and  a behind-the-scenes  figure 
in  certain  M&P  Theatres  Corp.  deals,  has 
added  a Washington  Street  ping-pong 
parlor  to  his  varied  interests.  Green  had 
a candy  and  food  concession  for  years  at 
the  Metropolitan. 

Joyce  Dana,  Boston  American  film 
writer,  has  had  considerable  illness  in  her 
family  of  late  . . . The  report  is  that  a 
local  circuit  operator  has  acquired  addi- 
tional theatre  interests  per  a complicated 
route  in  which  a part  was  taken  by  an 
attorney  in  the  same  office  as  a second 
lawyer  who  has  been  sitting  as  Master  in 
a partnership  dispute  over  the  houses  in 
question. 

Martin  Sheridan,  new  publicity  manager 
for  Monogram  locally,  operates  the  Fea- 
ture Photo  Service  as  one  of  his  many 
sidelines.  Sheridan,  who  is  a regular  fea- 
ture contributor  to  the  Sunday  Herald, 
also  works  in  with  NBC  on  “Inside  Story.” 

West  Manchester  will  have  a new  the- 
atre if  present  plans  go  through. 


Sam  Davidson  has  two  foreign  features 
about  to  go  into  the  Fine  Arts.  “Pearls  of 
the  Crown”  is  scheduled  to  follow  “Pro- 
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George  Kraska  has  established  an  all- 
time  record  run  for  any  foreign  language 
film  with  the  extension  of  “Grand  Illu- 
sion” for  ten  weeks. 

John  Devlin,  who  has  handled  Loew’s 
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Newspaper  Lauds 
Anthem  Playing 

Portland,  Me.  — The  practice  of  the 
State  and  Strand  theatres  of  playing  the 
national  anthem  at  the  close  of  each  show 
drew  unstinted  praise  from  the  Portland 
Evening  Express  at  a moment  when  one 
of  the  two  managers  was  on  the  point  of 
dropping  the  feature. 

Harry  Botwick,  manager  of  the  State, 
had  noticed  that  while  some  members  of 
each  audience  sang  the  anthem  lustily, 
others  appeared  to  resent  the  introduction 
of  patriotic  fervor  into  entertainment.  He 
was  about  to  omit  it  when  an  editorial 
in  the  newspaper  said  in  part: 

“ . . . This  feature  that  runs  two  min- 
utes or  less  has  received  the  most  hearty 
response  from  audiences  . . . Adult  audi- 
ences sing  tune  and  words  in  an  unmusi- 
cal way,  perhaps;  but  the  children  . . . 
enter  into  the  singing  with  gusto  . . . 

“The  thought  arises  whether  in  such 
patriotic  exercises  as  this  may  not  be  the 
answer  to  the  various  isms  that  bother  the 
nation.  If  what  we  read  is  true,  the  Ger- 
man Nazis  bellow  in  song  their  devotion  to 
their  nation.  No  doubt  other  nations  are 
equally  lusty  in  their  patriotic  music.  It 
is  time  that  we,  too,  made  a point  of  indi- 
vidual participation  in  group  exercises  of 
this  kind.” 


real  estate  and  legal  matters  here  for 
many  years,  has  been  cruising. 

D07i  Ameche,  flanked  by  Rodney  Bush, 
was  guest  of  honor  at  a press  luncheon  at 
the  Statler  last  Friday. 

Germaine  Reichman  of  the  accounting 
department  of  M&P  is  getting  aroimd  on 
a sprained  ankle. 

Henry  Kalis,  former  orchestra  leader  at 
the  Metropolitan,  has  followed  Jacques 
Renard  into  the  Cocoanut  Grove. 

Gus  Schaefer,  former  foreign  repre- 
sentative for  both  Paramount  and  Uni- 
versal, and  Mrs.  Schaefer  were  in  town 
last  week. 

Mrs.  Charles  Homan,  wife  of  the  for- 
mer owner  of  the  Globe  in  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  has  been  convalescing  following  a 
tumble  down  a flight  of  stairs. 

Prunella  Hall,  film  critic  of  the  Post, 
and  husband,  Ellis  Hull,  Boston  banker, 
have  been  Floridaizing.  Miss  Hall  has  been 
avoiding  a canned  column  by  to-and-from 
air  mailings. 

Sara  Krivitsky,  secretary  to  M&P  Divi- 
sional Manager  Edward  Cuddy,  is  to  be 
married  this  spring,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced following  the  unveiling  of  a secret 
engagement. 

The  decision  of  the  Massachusetts  labor 
board  on  the  disputed  majority  claimed  at 
Loew’s  State  and  Loew’s  Orpheum  by  the 
motion  picture  division  of  the  'Theatrical 
Managers’  and  Treasurers’  union  will  be  a 
vital  one. 
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Reprieve  Granted 
For  "Quizzo" 

Portland,  Me. — A virtual  reprieve  for 
“Quizzo”  was  granted  by  Recorder  Eugene 
P.  Martin  when  he  found  six  lodge  mem- 
bers, arrested  by  the  sheriff’s  department 
after  a raid  on  the  game,  “not  guilty”  in 
mimicipal  court  here  March  9. 

Recorder  Martin’s  action  and  com- 
ments before  declaring  the  sextet  “not 
guilty,”  led  professional  operators  of 
“Quizzo”  generally  and  12  such  fined  last 
week  specifically,  to  the  opinion  that  law 
officers  in  Portland  are  acting  on  the 
premise  that  “what  is  one  man’s  meat  is 
another  man’s  poison;”  that  so  long  as 
profits  from  “Quizzo”  and  other  forms  of 
gambling  are  used  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, it  is  all  right  with  the  police  de- 
partment, but  if  it  means  money  gained 
through  gambling  will  be  taken  out  of 
the  city  or  that  games  are  operated  by 
professional  gambling  operatives,  the  po- 
lice stand  ready  to  raid  and  prosecute. 

The  six  arrested  and  freed  by  Martin 
were,  according  to  the  recorder,  “re- 


( Continued  from  page  72) 
belated  anniversary  trip  March  15  on  the 
S.  S.  Nerissa,  with  St.  Thomas,  Antigua, 
Montserrat,  Guadalupe,  Dominica,  Mar- 
tinique, Barbados,  Trinidad  and  other 
towns  as  ports  of  call,  returning  April  1. 

Joseph  Quittner  and  Peter  Perakos  ex- 
pect to  break  ground  this  week  for  a new 
150-seat  theatre  in  Jewett  City,  if  weather 
is  favorable  . . . The  Sam  Weiss  house, 
the  Avon,  is  progressing  rapidly  in  Stam- 
ford, and  will  be  ready  this  May. 

Public  library  book  marks  continue  to 
be  a favorite  tie-up  of  Bob  Russell’s  . . . 
2,000  were  used  on  Mark  ’Twain  books  and 
imprinted  with  theatre  copy,  in  connec- 
tion with  “Huckleberry  Finn”  . . . “Pyg- 
malion” did  its  best  business  on  the  Loew 
circuit  in  New  Haven,  much  of  its  suc- 
cess being  accredited  to  its  society-spon- 
sored reserved  seat  premiere. 

Charles  W.  Leach  has  resigned  from 
his  post  here  as  representative  for  Im- 
perial Pictures  . . . Report  is  that  Marcel 
Meckelberg  has  resigned  from  Specialty 
Pictures,  Boston,  and  will  join  Harry 
Segal’s  Imperial  forces  there. 

Bai'ney  Pitkin  is  latest  of  the  man- 
agers to  contemplate  a pre-convention 
vacation  . . . Jack  Fishman  and  Harry 
Fishman  expected  back  from  Florida  this 
week  . . . Ben  Cohen  and  wife,  formerly 
of  New  Haven,  are  reported  prominent  in 
the  best  circles  in  Calcutta,  India,  these 
days. 

Jerry  Mohr,  once  a WTIC  staffer,  will 
be  seen  in  Warner’s  “Juarez”  with  Paul 
Muni  . . . Report  of  a film  being  made  with 
Fred  Allen  and  his  Town  Hall  Tonight 
program,  with  Minerva  Pious  of  Bridge- 
port and  Charlie  Cantor  of  Hartford  in 
the  picture. 


PORTIILAWIID) 


J'HE  much-touted  parking  meters  are  at 

last  to  be  tried  out  in  Portland.  The 
area  to  be  affected  includes  both  the 
Strand  and  State  theatres.  Installation  will 
be  made  in  the  late  spring. 

A transfer  of  doormen  has  been  effected 
between  the  Strand  and  Empire  theatres. 
Walter  Provencher,  former  Empire  door- 
man, is  now  stationed  at  the  Strand,  and 
John  Hilton,  formerly  of  the  Strand,  now 
stands  guard  at  the  Empire. 

The  Portland  Theatre  is  doing  its  bit 
towards  keeping  the  public  dry.  It 
launched  a new  linen  offer  this  week — a 
large  bath  towel  free  to  every  lady  patron. 

Thanks  to  Phil  Coolidge,  Paramount 
Newsreel  cameraman,  and  to  some  mighty 
swift  service,  the  State  Theatre  scooped 
the  town  this  week  with  a short  on  the 
“Battle  of  the  Clam  Chowders,”  which 
was  waged  in  the  Lafayette  Hotel  last 


spected  members  of  the  community”  whom 
he  did  not  “intend  to  give  a record.  There 
was  no  personal  gain  in  this  game  for 
them,”  he  continued.  “They  were  simply 
carrying  out  the  duties  of  good  members 
of  their  lodge.  I therefore  find  them  not 
guilty.” 

During  the  hearing  a police  captain  told 
the  court,  “I  don’t  intend  to  arrest  church 
and  lodge  members  who  run  a little  game 
and  turn  their  profits  over  to  charity.” 

Whether  or  not  the  police  department 
is  justified  in  drawing  this  line  between 
offenders  and  non-offenders;  legality  and 
illegality  where  Maine’s  gambling  law  is 
concerned  does  not  in  itself  greatly  con- 
cern theatre  exhibitors  in  Maine.  But  the 
fact  that  “Quizzo”  is  thus  given  a loop- 
hole to  flourish  unchecked  among 
churches,  organizations,  institutions  and 
small  groups,  even  though  it  is  played 
under  the  banner  of  charity,  does  concern 
them.  The  money  thus  spent  stands  lit- 
tle chance  of  ever  reaching  a boxoffice. 


"Love  Affair"  Premiere 

New  York — “Love  Affair,”  Leo  McCarey’s 
first  feature  for  RKO  starring  Charles 
Boyer  and  Irene  Dimne,  is  set  for  a mid- 
March  premiere  here  at  the  Radio  City 
Music  Hall. 


Goddard  for  "Canary" 

Hollywood — Paulette  Goddard  has  been 
signed  by  Paramount  to  co-star  with  Bob 
Hope  in  “The  Cat  and  the  Canary.”  Arthur 
Homblow  jr.  produces  and  Elliott  Nugent 
directs. 


week.  The  Maine  Hotel  Ass’n,  which  spon- 
sored the  chowder  test,  at  the  instigation 
of  Harry  Botwick,  State  Theatre  manager, 
wrote  a letter  to  every  hotel  located  in  a 
town  showing  Paramount  pictures  calling 
their  attention  to  the  short. 

Filmrow  visitors:  Jerry  Go  van  of  the 
M&P  booking  office,  Boston,  who  visited 
also  in  Bangor;  Bill  Benjamin,  National 
Screen  salesman,  and  Mrs.  Benjamin;  Dan 
Sullivan,  Transit  Advertisers,  Boston. 

The  state  championship  basketball 
match  between  Portland’s  Cheverus  High 
and  Winslow  High,  Winslow,  Saturday 
night,  played  havoc  with  local  boxoffice 
grosses.  The  Exposition  Building,  where 
the  game  was  held,  was  jammed;  seats 
sold  out  several  days  in  advance.  Snow 
storms  and  low  temperatures  the  entire 
week  has  hurt  business  generally.  March  8 
was  the  coldest  in  Portland  in  28  years, 
according  to  Weather  Bureau  records. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


gATHRYN  CARVER,  former  film  star, 
was  a recent  weekend  guest  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  U.  Lemmon,  who  were  winter 
vacationing  at  their  summer  home  on 
Sewall  Road  in  Wolfeboro.  Winter  sports 
were  enjoyed  by  the  actress  and  other 
house  guests  of  the  hosts. 

Henry  C.  Vigneault,  well-known  Keene 
musician,  was  critically  injured  in  Keene, 
when  a hit-run  auto  struck  a bicycle  on 
which  he  was  riding,  hurling  him  40  feet. 
He  suffered  head  injuries  and  his  name 
was  placed  on  the  danger  list  at  a local 
hospital. 

An  attractive  exhibit  at  the  Progress 
Exposition  in  Manchester  was  the  one 
sponsored  by  the  State  Operating  Co., 
which  controls  the  leading  theatre  in  the 
Queen  City. 

David  J.  Fowler,  well-known  retired 
musician,  died  recently  in  Epping  at  the 
age  of  82.  He  was  a former  member  of 
the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra. 

The  Empire  in  East  Manchester  has 
started  “Sweetheart  Beauty  Ware”  give- 
aways on  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Fri- 
day. A new  piece  is  given  each  week. 

The  state  senate  has  passed  a measure, 
already  approved  by  the  house,  which  pro- 
vides for  observance  on  Monday  of  legal 
holidays  falling  on  Sunday. 
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Sees  Theatre  Union 
Future  in  Balance 

By  BOXOFFICE  Jr. 

Boston — Whether  a union  wedge  will 
force  its  way  into  the  main  trunk  of  the 
local  theatre  setup  or  whether  top-branch 
pressure  will  prove  too  much  for  it  is  a 
question  that  still  remained  highly  con- 
jective  at  the  time  of  going  to  press.  The 
future  of  the  motion  picture  division  of 
the  Tlreatrical  Managers  and  Ti-easurers, 
both  local  and  national,  depends  import- 
antly on  the  answer. 

The  TMAT  local  claims  a majority  in 
Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum  theatres  here, 
alleging  that  six  out  of  nine  eligible  mana- 
gers, assistant  managers,  treasurers,  pub- 
licity men  and  publicity  assistants  are 
signed  or  had  signed  with  the  AFL  seg- 
ment at  the  time  a demand  for  recogni- 
tion was  filed  with  the  State  Labor  Board. 

Loew’s,  Inc.,  disputes  the  averment,  de- 
claring that  office  boys,  head  ushers,  and 
former  employes  are  among  those  whom 
the  labor  organization  claims  as  eligible 
Boston  members. 

The  specific  situation  at  the  twin  Loew’s 
houses  is  to  be  decided  by  Labor  Commis- 
sioners Sullivan,  Phelan  and  Curran.  Tes- 
timony has  been  taken  and  is  expected  to 
be  resumed  upon  the  return  here  of  John 
Devlin,  local  Loew’s  lawyer  who  now  is 
cruising. 

Tire  invasion  of  the  new  union  has  many 
angles  which,  because  of  possible  injury 
to  some  concerned,  may  not  be  recounted 
here  as  a matter  of  Boxoffice  policy. 
Those  involved  are  too  few  and  too  well 
known,  moreover,  to  warrant  coverage  by 
the  usual  shield  of  generalities. 

Because  circuit  heads  are  natui'ally 
bound  to  oppose  the  formation  of  a union 
taking  in  managerial  and  publicity  staffs, 
individuals  concerned  find  themselves  in 
what  some  refer  to  as  a ticklish  situation. 
Too,  the  individuals  themselves,  because 
of  the  very  executive  nature  of  their  own 
jobs,  discover  themselves  encountering 
personal  conflict  in  many  instances. 

Thomas  Roach,  local  Shubert  treasurer 
and  a pioneer  mover  in  the  formation  of 
the  Tlreatrical  Managers  and  Ti-easurers 
local  here  last  year,  is  temporary  business 
manager  of  the  film  division.  He  is  being 
assisted  in  organizing  that  field  by  George 
Fornell,  formerly  with  Loew’s  and  M&P 
here. 

Important  inroads  in  RKO,  M&P,  E.  M. 
Loew,  and  Frederick  E.  Lieberman  houses 
are  claimed  by  the  union.  Other  eligibles 
are  awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  bid  for 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  recognition  under  the  act 
that  provides  that  a voting  majority  may 
decide  for  the  whole. 


TMAT  Signs  One- Year  Pact 
With  Boston  Garden  Theatre 

Boston — The  Tlieatrical  Managers  and 
Treasurers  local  has  signed  a one-year  con- 
tract with  the  Boston  Garden,  an  MPTOA 
member,  which  provides  for  increased 
wages  and  a closed  shop.  The  Boston 
Arena  is  also  in.  A drive  to  take  in  local 
race  tracks  and  baseball  parks  is  under- 
way. 


Pouzzner  Acquires 
Lockwood  Trio 

Boston — Morris  Pouzzner,  independent 
circuit  owner,  has  taken  over  three 
Middletown,  Conn.,  houses  from  Arthur 
Lockwood. 

Solomon  Suit  May 
Go  Before  Master 

Boston — The  George  Solomon  suit  in 
equity  against  Isaac  Grishaver,  Daniel 
Grishaver,  Selma  Yonkers,  Jacob  Yonkers, 
and  Benjamin  Rudnick  may  be  referred 
to  a Master  for  trial.  Solomon  charges 
fraud  and  alleges  that  a conspiracy  to 
oust  him  from  the  'Tlrompson  Square  The- 
atre Co.  is  in  existence. 

A motion  session,  at  which  no  evidence 
was  introduced,  was  held  before  Judge 
Abrahman  Pinanski  of  Suffolk  superior 
court.  A temporary  restraining  order  was 
asked  to  prevent  diversion  of  first-run  pic- 
tures from  the  Hollywood  Theatre  to  the 
Thompson  Square  Tlreatre. 

Judge  Pinanski  felt  no  such  action  neces- 
sary because  of  the  defendants’  declara- 
tion that  the  Thompson  Square  'Tlreatre 
Co.  owned  the  stock  of  the  L.  & L.  Amuse- 
ment Co.  wloich  is  now  operating  the 
Thompson  Square. 

George  S.  Ryan,  attorney  for  Solomon, 
informed  the  court  that  the  Thompson 
Square  lease,  allegedly,  was  recorded  but 
two  days  after  the  bill  in  equity  had  been 
brought  by  Solomon. 

Labor  Factions  Divided 
On  Massachusetts  Bill 

Boston  — The  AFL  and  the  CIO  took 
opposite  sides  of  the  fence  last  week  at 
a Legislative  hearing  on  a bill  to  amend 
Massachusetts’  Baby  Wagner  Labor  Re- 
lations Act. 

The  AFL  asserted  that  the  present  law, 
which  gives  bargaining  power  to  more  than 
50  per  cent  of  a group  of  employes,  al- 
lows the  majority  to  swamp  small  groups 
of  specialized  workers.  'The  CIO  opposed 
the  measure  on  the  groimds  that  it  opened 
the  way  for  employers  to  split  unions. 

'Tire  bill  is  being  given  particular  film 
attention  because  of  union  efforts  in  local 
motion  picture  ranks. 

A second  labor  bill,  a perennial  that 
would  necessitate  the  licensing  of  all  em- 
ployes operating  combustion  machines  of 
over  25  H.  P.,  has  been  given  a legislative 
gate. 


Boston  Club  Outing 

Boston — The  Boston  Cinema  Club  will 
hold  a film  district  function  Sunday  at 
the  Cocoanut  Grove.  Harry  Martin,  Uni- 
versal booker  who  heads  the  organization, 
has  been  in  charge  of  arrangements. 
Those  aiding  him  have  included  William 
Cuddy,  C.  F.  McGerigel,  Jerry  Govan,  Abe 
Barry,  Sam  Berg,  Tom  Fermoyle  and 
Charles  Repec. 


Clearance  a "Mess," 
Says  Allied  Head 

Boston — “'Tlie  clearance  situation  in  the 
United  States  is  a mess.  It  is  an  old  thing 
that  cannot  be  patched  up.  I don’t  believe 
it  is  even  worth  patching  up.” 

So  did  Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  president  of 
Allied,  launch  the  proceeding  at  a Irmch- 
eon  meeting  of  75  members  of  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.,  local  Allied  unit.  A heavy 
snowfall  forestalled  what  might  have  been 
a record  turnout,  officials  said.  Max 
Levenson,  local  circuit  owner,  was  toast- 
master. 

‘‘A  new  era  in  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try is  immediately  in  front  of  us,”  Colonel 
said,  claiming  that  “Allied  has  had  its 
part  in  bringing  about  the  present  change.” 
He  declared  that  the  organization’s  purpose 
“is  not  to  upset  an  industry  but  to  clean 
house.” 

A private  business  session  of  several 
hours  duration  at  the  office  of  the  exhibi- 
tor imit  followed  the  luncheon,  and  Colonel 
Cole  later  attended  a dinner  with  other 
exhibitors  and  film  men  as  guests  of 
Adolph  Haas  and  Harry  Snyder  of  Alex- 
ander Film  Co. 


Lydon  Officially  in 
As  Vice-President 

Boston — The  official  designation  by 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  of  FYank 
Lydon,  Dorchester  exhibitor,  as  regional 
vice-president  had  previously  been  re- 
ported in  Boxoffice.  Lydon  told  this  pub- 
lication he  planned  to  extend  every  effort 
to  weld  the  territories  under  his  juris- 
diction into  a strong,  smoothly  functioning 
unit.” 

Bank  Night  Legality  May 
Be  Determined  Shortly 

Boston — Bank  Night  legality  in  Ply- 
mouth and  Norfolk  counties  may  be  de- 
termined by  the  Massachusetts  supreme 
judicial  court  at  its  April  sitting.  The 
appeal  of  the  Brockton  superior  court  con- 
viction of  Roy  E.  Heffner  jr.,  on  charges 
of  operating  a lottery  at  the  Key  Theatre 
in  Middleboro,  may  be  heard  then. 

Similar  lottery  charges  involving  Bank 
Night  promotion  at  the  Great  Scott  Mar- 
ket is  off  the  superior  court  list  and  will 
not  go  on  again  before  June.  Both  cases 
are  test  affairs,  designed  to  try  out  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Edmund  Dewing’s  condem- 
nation of  Bank  Night  in  the  two  Greater 
Boston  counties. 


Graphic  Boston  Office 

Boston — 'The  Graphic  circuit  has  open- 
ed a Boston  booking  office.  Newell  B. 
Kurson  is  here  from  chain  headquarters 
at  Bangor,  Me.,  to  handle  the  164  Stuart 
Street  unit. 


On  "Heaven"  Script 

Hollywood  — “Heaven  With  a Barbed 
Wire  Fence,”  an  original  by  Dalton  Trum- 
bo,  will  be  scripted  by  Leonard  Hoffman 
and  Sam  Duncan  for  20th-Fox. 
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Record  Crowds  See 
"Pygmalion" 

New  Orleans — One  of  the  largest 
audiences  of  the  season  thus  far  wit- 
nessed the  southern  premiere  of 
"Pygmalion"  at  Loew's  State.  Seats 
were  reserved  for  the  first  night  and 
before  7:00  o'clock  the  house  was  al- 
ready sold  out  at  regular  prices.  The 
attendance  on  the  regular  run  promises 
to  beat  the  record  for  all  presentations 
in  New  Orleans.  Lines  are  being 
formed  as  early  as  9 o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  continue  all  day. 

Geo.  O'Brien  Pulls 
Rodeo  Crowds 

San  Angelo,  Tex. — George  O'Brien, 
RKO’s  ace  western  star,  added  wreaths  to 
his  own  laurels,  boosted  the  stock  of  the 
industry  considerably  hereabouts,  and 
made  it  possible  for  this  section  to  have 
its  biggest  rodeo  celebration  in  history. 
He  was  sent  here  by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO 
vice-president  in  New  York,  to  cooperate 
with  H.  B.  Robb,  E.  H.  Rowley  and  their 
associates  who  operate  several  houses  in 
this  section,  as  the  main  drawing  card  for 
the  big  event. 

O’Brien  alighted  from  the  main  line  at 
Big  Spring  on  his  arrival  from  the  coast. 
Prom  that  point  he  boarded  San  Angelo’s 
one  and  only  Johnny  D.  Jones  car  for  a 
quick  overland  trip  south  to  this  city. 
About  five  miles  out  the  car  was  "held 
up”  by  a group  of  west  Texas  mounted 
“bandits”  whom  at  pistol  points  “forced” 
O’Brien  into  a buckboard  and  sped  away 
to  the  front  of  the  Cactus  Hotel.  Here 
O’Brien  was  met  and  welcomed  by  the 
Mayor,  who  gave  him  a key  to  the  city, 
Harold  Robb,  Ed  Rowley,  Sol  Sachs  (RKO 
district  manager),  Yuill  Robb  of  Big 
Spring,  A.  E.  McClain  of  Colorado  and 
Johnny  Jones. 

O’Brien  was  then  presented  with  a steed 
which  he  rode  through  the  hotel  lobby 
to  the  desk  and  registered.  He  appeared 
each  day  with  the  rodeo  and  also  made 
daily  appearances  at  the  Ritz.  He  auto- 
graphed for  thousands,  made  the  greatest 
success  in  history  for  the  rodeo  and 
brought  motion  pictures  countless  friends. 

After  San  Angelo,  O’Brien  was  escorted 
to  Sweetwater,  where  Henry  Rogers  han- 
dles the  R.  & R.  Theatres  and  where  the 
star  made  one  appearance  at  the  Palace. 
He  appeared  once  in  the  Palace  at  Colo- 
rado under  arrangements  made  by  Mana- 
ger A.  E.  McClain.  Then  at  Big  Spring 
he  appeared  for  Yuill  Robb  in  the  Ritz, 
afterward  taking  his  train  back  to  Holly- 
wood. 

The  San  Angelo  Mayor  commented  that 
O’Brien  had  “won  the  hearts  of  those 
way  out  where  the  pavement  ends  and 
the  west  begins.”  No  sooner  had  the  star 
departed  than  other  towns  began  to  make 
overtures  to  get  O’Brien  back  to  this  part 
of  the  country  for  coming  celebrations, 
particularly  a frontier  celebration  at 
Pampa. 


Ark.  Sunday  Show 
Law  Faces  Test 

Batesville,  Ark. — Opponents  of  Sunday 
shows  are  reported  to  be  planning  to  test 
the  new  law  permitting  Sabbath  perform- 
ances, following  the  showing  of  the  first 
legal  Sunday  motion  pictures  here  recently. 

Senate  Bill  No.  29  exempted  operator 
and  employes  of  amusements  and  educa- 
tional institutions  from  provisions  of  a 
state  law  forbidding  labor  on  the  Sabbath. 
It  also  amended  the  Sunday  labor  law 
and  repealed  the  provision  for  a local 
option. 


Sentiment  in  Tennessee 
Is  Sharply  Divided 

Nashville — Plans  to  present  a bid  for 
Sunday  shows  in  Franklin  to  the  city 
council  on  March  7 were  changed  when 
formidable  opposition  appeared.  Herbert 
Bolin,  manager  of  the  Fi-anklin  Theatre, 
decided  to  hold  the  petition  for  Sunday 
shows  until  a later  meeting.  Meanwhile 
local  proponents  are  said  to  be  planning 
a vote  of  the  citizens  on  the  question. 
This  will  not  be  done  unless  the  council 
will  agree  to  vote  favorably  if  the  vote 
is  favorable  to  Sunday  films. 

First  effort  to  secure  Sunday  pictures 
in  Columbia  was  voted  down  5 to  3 in  the 
city  council  in  a secret  caucus  held  prior 
to  the  regular  meeting  which  was  attended 
by  a large  crowd  interested  in  the  matter. 
Three  councilmen  were  absent,  all  of  whom 
were  said  to  favor  opening  local  theatres 
in  the  afternoons  on  Sunday.  The  method 
of  handling  the  question  makes  it  possible 
to  bring  it  up  again  at  any  time. 

Tennessee’s  new  Sunday  film  law  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  sound  trucks  or  of  any 
type  of  advertising  that  includes  “noise 
of  any  kind  in  the  vicinity  of  the  theatre.” 
Attendance  in  Nashville  for  the  first  two 
Sunday  schedules  has  been  so  good  that 
no  special  advertising  has  been  resorted 
to.  The  most  important  change  in  the 


Youths  Seek  Curb  on 
"Vicious"  Films 

New  Orleans — More  than  a score  of 
growing  boys  and  girls  called  on 
Mayor  Maestri  and  Superintendent  of 
Police  Reyer  and  asked  that  the  city 
authorities  curb  some  of  the  "vicious" 
films  that  are  being  presented  in  the 
city  in  the  interests  of  morals.  Special 
stress  was  laid  on  the  "adults  only" 
signs  that  have  been  displayed  at 
some  of  the  downtown  houses.  The 
city  authorities  have  promised  to  co- 
operate. The  signs  are  still  there. 

Tightens  Reins  on 
Bnck  Nite  Ban 

San  Antonio — District  Attorney  John  R. 
Shook  last  week  notified  all  theatres  in 
Bexar  county  to  discontinue  the  practice 
of  holding  Buck  Nite.  'Tlie  letter  to  the 
theatre  managers  states  that  any  person 
or  firm  who  refuses  to  comply  with  the 
notification  will  be  prosecuted. 

Shook  said  the  court  of  criminal  appeals 
held  that  J.  Wright  Smith,  operator  of 
“Noah’s  Ark”  was  guilty  of  the  offense 
of  conducting  a lottery  and  the  court  up- 
held the  findings  of  Judge  McCollum  Bur- 
nett in  county  court.  The  judge  assessed 
Smith  $100  for  violating  the  Texas  gam- 
bling laws. 


Finish  Rogers  Western 

Hollywood — Republic  this  week  com- 
pleted a Roy  Rogers  western,  “Frontier 
Express.”  Joe  Kane  directed. 


policy  of  Nashville  theatres  because  of  Sun- 
day schedules  is  the  more  frequent  mid- 
week change  of  pictures.  With  the  addi- 
tion of  Sunday  shows,  films  not  drawing 
well  will  be  changed  Monday  or  Tuesday 
night  instead  of  Thursday. 


Part  of  the  Southern  Contingent — 

At  the  Warner  sales  convention  in  New  York  this  week.  Luke  Connor,  New 
Orleans  branch  manager;  Fred  M.  Jack,  southern  district  manager  with 
headquarters  in  Dallas,  and  Otto  Rohde.  Oklahoma  City  manager. 
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Jj^S  ITS  third  world  premiere  of  the  cur- 
rent season,  the  Lincoln  staged  a gala 
presentation  of  Deanna  Durbin’s  “Tliree 
Smart  Girls  Grow  Up”  Friday  evening  in 
the  big  Wometco  deluxer  on  the  fashion- 
able beach  thorofare  after  which  this 
house  is  named.  Sonny  Shepherd  cor- 
ralled celebrities  from  Palm  Beach  to  Key 
West,  not  forgetting  Nassau,  for  this  event. 

Newest  of  the  local  houses  to  inaugurate 
vaudeville  is  J.  I.  McKinney’s  Grove  The- 
atre where  a seven  or  eight  act  bill  is 
being  tried  out  on  Friday  nights.  The 
new  regime  starts  March  24.  This  Coco- 
nut  Grove  house  is  attractive  and  unusual 
enough  to  be  well  worth  a visit  of  in- 
spection by  “visiting  firemen.”  The  drive 
down  from  Miami  along  beautiful  Brickell 
Ave.,  past  that  $1,000,000  estate  which 
Deering  ploivs  et  al.  built,  Vizcaya,  and 
the  even  more  exciting  Pan  American  In- 
ternational airport  on  Dinner  Key  by 
which  one  reaches  the  Grove  is  an  added 
inducement  for  a visit  of  inspection  if  the 
unusual  seating  arrangement  with  a bro- 
ken garden  space  two-thirds  of  the  way 
back  is  not  sufficiently  strong. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Chambers,  cashier  at  the 
Olympia,  has  been  in  Cleveland  for  the 
past  week  at  the  bedside  of  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Anna  Pfrum,  who  died  Monday  . . . 
Al  Wilkie,  down  from  the  New  York  of- 
fices of  Paramount  to  confer  with  the  Max 
Fleischer  Studios  about  promotion  and 
advertising  for  “Gulliver’s  Travels,”  re- 
turned north  last  weekend  after  a quick 
fishing  trip  down  to  Key  West. 

Chick  Lewis  of  Showman’s  Trade  Re- 
view is  dividing  his  time  between  resting 
and  golfing  during  his  brief  midwinter 
vacation  being  spent  at  the  Roney  Plaza 
Hotel  on  the  beach. 

Continuing  to  pack  ’em  in  with  his  week- 
end stageshows,  Al  Weiss  jr.  is  headlining 
lovely  Terry  Lawler  this  coming  week-end 
with  the  Three  Radio  Ramblers,  remem- 
bered for  their  Vitaphone  shorts,  in  the 
second  spot.  The  following  week  he  is 
featuring  Pinto  Colvig,  the  new  “voice” 
at  the  Fleischer  studios.  Previously  asso- 
ciated with  Walt  Disney,  Pinto’s  is  the 
personality  behind  the  voice  that  -spoke 
several  parts  in  “The  Three  Little  Pigs” 
and  in  “Snow  Wlrite”  notably  that  of 
Grumpy.  Pinto  Colvig  joined  the  Fleischer 
staff  in  February. 

When  Lili  Damita  flew  over  to  Nassau 
recently  for  a brief  visit  with  friends  there, 
her  name  appeared  on  the  Pan  American 
passenger  list  as  Mrs.  Liliane  Flynn.  Re- 
turning to  Miami,  she  caught  a northbound 
plane  for  Atlanta  where  she  was  joined 
by  Errol.  They  flew  west  from  Atlanta. 

Newest  of  proud  fathers  in  the  local 
theatre  clan  is  Larry  Johnston,  comp- 
troller for  Wometco  Theatres.  Mrs.  Johns- 
ton and  the  son  and  heir,  their  first  child, 
are  both  doing  nicely. 

Earl  Fain  is  running  the  recently  inaug- 
urated “Code  Night”  in  all  of  his  nine 
theatres.  He  has  two  houses  in  Leesburg, 
and  one  each  in  Bushnell,  Wildwood,  Will- 
iston,  Inverness,  High  Springs,  Dunnellon 


and  Apopka — all  in  the  midwestern  por- 
tion of  the  state. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  Hays  have  arrived  for 
a brief  Miami  vacation,  to  be  spent  on  the 
beach  at  the  Roney-Plaza.  Their  vaca- 
tion plans  include  a clippership  trip  to 
Nassau.  Also  newly  arrived  are  Jack  Cohn, 
vice-president  of  Columbia,  and  Charles 
Stern,  UA  district  manager  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 


Present — 

And  accounted  for  is  Doak  Roberts, 
Warner  branch  manager  in  Dallas,  at 
the  annual  sales  parley  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria in  New  York. 

Grove  Theatre  Destroyed 
When  Boiler  Explodes 

China  Grove,  N.  C. — Tire  Grove  Thea- 
tre here,  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  week, 
when  a boiler  exploded  and  fire  was  scat- 
tered over  the  theatre  by  air  blowers  of  the 
ventilating  system. 

The  damage,  estimated  at  about  $30,000, 
was  covered  fully  by  insurance.  Tire  house 
was  about  half  full  of  people,  but  they 
filed  out  in  orderly  manner  and  no  in- 
juries were  reported. 


Cooper  in  "Glory" 

Hollywood — Having  signed  a new  con- 
tract with  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Gary  Cooper’s 
next  film  for  the  producer  will  be  “The 
Real  Glory.” 


Lili  Is  Reticent 


Atlanta — The  ranks  of  the  “Ay  tank  ay 
won’t  talk”  screen  personalities  was  in- 
creased by  one  last  week  when  Lili  Damita, 
wife  of  Errol  Flynn,  halted  here. 

She  arrived  by  air  at  1 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  joined  by  Flynn  at  noon. 
Then  both  left  on  a west-bound  plane. 

Reporters  and  photographers  who  were 
informed  by  airline  officials  that  “Lili 
Damita  is  in  town  and  you  can  get  a good 
story  from  her”  were  led  on  a wild  goose 
chase  by  the  lady. 

Remaining  in  seclusion  at  a hotel  until 
Flynn’s  arrival.  Miss  Damita  evaded  ef- 
forts to  interview  her.  Finally  cornered, 
however,  she  said  she  had  nothing  to  say. 
Flynn  grinned. 


^ A M T €>  M IE 

pROM  Ingleside,  Tex.,  comes  the  news 

that  the  Studio  Theatre  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  night  of  March  6.  The 
estimated  loss  was  placed  at  $12,000.  Fire- 
fighters from  nearby  Aransas  Pass  fought 
the  blaze,  which  was  of  an  unknown 
origin. 

The  Empire  Theatre,  downtoivn  house, 
and  the  three  Interstate  suburban  theatres, 
recently  started  the  new  game,  “Buzzo,” 
which  is  going  over  great  with  the  na- 
tives. 

Our  Cotulla  correspondent  informs  us 
that  the  Ramirez  Theatre  recently  added 
100  seats,  making  a total  of  370.  Jose 
Juaquin  Jimenez  jr.  is  house  manager. 

Use  of  motion  pictures  in  school  rooms 
as  an  educational  purpose,  was  the  topic 
of  discussion  at  a meeting  of  the  San 
Antcmio  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  here  March  9. 

Due  to  increased  business  in  the  film 
shipping  field,  the  Texas  Valley  Film 
Service  here  has  added  another  new  Ford 
V8  truck  to  its  fleet. 

Sack’s  “Bronze  Buckaroo,”  an  all-Negro 
western,  will  be  the  midnight  offering  at 
the  Empire  here  next  Saturday.  The  en- 
tire house  will  be  reserved  for  the  colored 
race. 

Manager  Johnny  T.  Floore  of  the  Texas 
Tlieatre  and  his  wife,  Patricia,  are  back 
from  a recent  trip  to  Comfort,  Tex.,  where 
they  attended  the  Goat  and  Sheep  Raisers’ 
Convention.  The  directors  were  given  a 
barbecue  and  beer  luncheon  at  the  home  of 
Adolph  Steiler,  located  between  Fredericks- 
burg and  Comfort.  Jimmy  Klien’s  orches- 
tra furnished  the  dance  music  for  the 
party. 

Janice  Jarratt  and  Tom  Deely  were  mar- 
ried here  March  9 at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in 
true  “Hollywood  style.”  The  bride  has 
worked  in  pictures  on  the  west  coast  and 
ivas  a former  model.  The  happily  wedded 
couple  are  spending  their  honeymoon  in 
Mexico. 

In  for  bookings  at  the  Azteca  Film  of- 
fice here  last  week  were  Bruce  Collins, 
city  manager,  R&R  Theatres,  Corpus  Chris- 
ti;  Rubin  Frels,  Victoria;  Humberto  Gon- 
zales, Zapata;  George  W.  Spence,  Robb  and 
Rowley  city  manager,  Laredo;  J.  Luna, 
Crystal  City  and  La  Pryor;  V.  Ruiz,  Pear- 
sall, Dilly  and  Encinal,  and  A.  Aguirre, 
who  will  soon  open  a house  in  Sonora, 
Tex.  His  new  theatre  will  use  Mexican- 
made  product  exclusively. 

J.  J.  Jimenez  jr.,  skipper  of  the  Rami- 
rez Theatre,  Cotulla,  reports  that  since  he 
recently  started  amateur  night  and  mer- 
chants gift  nite,  his  business  has  been 
steadily  increasing. 


"Square"  Is  Finished 

Hollywood — Completed  at  20th-Fox  this 
week  was  the  high-budget  “Rose  of  Wash- 
ington Square,”  with  Alice  Faye,  Tyrone 
Power,  Al  Jolson  and  Marie  Wilson.  Roy 
Del  Ruth  directed  for  Producer  Nunnally 
Johnson. 
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Republic  Division 
Meet  in  Houston 

Dallas — C.  E.  Hilgers,  southern  district 
manager  for  Republic,  reports  the  com- 
pany will  hold  a divisional  sales  meeting 
in  Houston  starting  April  6 along  with 
the  world  premiere  at  the  Majestic  of 
“Man  of  Conquest”  (life  of  Gen.  Sam 
Houston) . 

Meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Rice  Hotel 
and  at  least  40  will  attend,  including  man- 
agers and  salesmen  from  Atlanta,  Dallas, 
Charlotte,  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Okla- 
homa City,  Little  Rock  and  Tampa. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  board  chairman,  and 
James  R.  Grainger,  president,  will  pre- 
side, Hilgers  said.  Grainger  was  due  here 
Thursday  for  a brief  visit,  leaving  for  St. 
Louis  and  New  York  to  be  back  early  in 
April  for  the  Houston  affair. 

Hal  Norfleet,  handling  national  exploi- 
tation for  the  Sam  Houston  epic,  arrived 
from  the  coast  by  air  a few  days  ago  with 
his  chief  mission  to  personally  invite  Gov. 
Prentice  Cooper  of  Tennessee  and  Gov. 
Lee  O’Daniel  of  Texas,  to  the  Houston 
premiere. 


Hollywood  Goes  Over 

Madisonville,  Tenn. — The  new  Holly- 
wood Theatre,  which  opened  this  month, 
reports  good  business. 


^WO  of  the  State’s  oldest  exhibitors  (not 

years)  were  flu  victims  simultaneously. 
The  diagnosis,  however,  we  see  from  morn- 
ing papers,  is  that  they  had  la  grippe. 
Jack  Lilly  was  down  for  a short  time  only 
at  his  home  in  Greenville  and  Homer  Mul- 
key  was  under  doctor’s  orders  at  Claren- 
don. Both  have  been  exhibiting  motion 
pictures  almost  30  years.  Lilly  was  able 
to  arrange  bookings  on  the  Row  Monday. 

“Pinky”  McClahan  has  returned  to  his 
duties  as  production  manager  at  National 
Screen  after  a pretty  fair  attack  of  “flu." 

Exploitation  is  not  dead  by  a long  shot 
and  indications  are,  with  spring  coming 
around  the  corner  in  the  Dallas  sector 
that  a good  season  is  ahead. 

The  entire  Griffith  circuits  in  Texas 
and  Oklahoma  are  promoting  two  special 
events  desigjied  to  lure  extra  customers 
up  to  the  boxoffice.  Details  are  not  yet 
given  out. 

Jefferson  Amusement  resident  managers 
are  also  on  their  toes  and  a wide  variety 
of  stimts  are  being  promoted  as  the  grass 
turns  greener. 

F.  A.  (Doc)  Allen,  ace  salesman  for 
National  Screen,  was  in  Springfield,  Mo., 
attending  the  funeral  of  his  mother,  who 
passed  away  last  week. 

Interstate,  as  usual,  leads  the  parade 
with  a wealth  of  good  extra  business.  Ray- 


mond Willie’s  division  seems  to  be  un- 
covering no  end  of  possibilities  for  ex- 
ploitation at  this  time. 

In  the  stimulant  field  we  find  Walter 
Stoeppleman  pushing  his  “Treasure  Hunt” 
idea  to  successful  results  in  Texas  and 
Oklahoma  at  this  time  and  ready  to  start 
covering  the  southeastern  states.  He  left 
Monday  for  Kansas  City  to  close  deals 
for  distribution  in  that  region,  covering 
two  or  more  states. 

In  the  same  field,  Robert  Gregg  of 
Mineral  Wells  has  opened  an  office  on 
the  Row,  No.  6 at  3021/2  S.  Harwood,  to 
promote  his  “Money  Back  Nights”  and 
“Newspaper  Nights.” 

Server  Leon,  who  operates  several  north 
Texas  shows  with  Haskell  as  the  home 
base,  took  time  off  from  his  wheat  farms 
throughout  that  area  to  handle  some  , of 
his  booking  problems  Monday.  Show  busi- 
ness apparently  was  all  right,  but  Leon 
said  high  wind  was  taking  his  wheat  into 
somebody  else’s  territory. 

On  the  Row  at  the  same  time  were  Posey 
Williams  of  Munday  and  Tom  Hooser  of 
Seymour.  These  two,  with  Leon,  work 
their  theatres  in  a sort  of  pool,  or  arrange- 
ment, but  it  isn’t  known  just  how. 

Mart  Cole  of  Rosenberg,  was  a popular 
visitor  during  the  week.  He  had  with  Hivi 
on  his  rounds  of  the  Row  his  son,  JacJc 

(Continued  on  page  84) 
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OPERADIO  MATCHED  UNITS 
NEW  MASTER  MODEL  SOUND 
HEADS  . . . New  Full  Range 
Amplifiers  with  S-4  Curirli- 
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Ml  IE  Mil 

A.  LIGHTMAN,  president  of  Malco 

Theatres;  Jimmy  Rogers,  Columbia’s 
branch  manager  and  wife,  together  with 
M.  M.  ‘•Buck”  Buchanan,  southern  district 
manager  for  Motiograph,  drove  down  to 
Columbus,  Miss.,  on  March  7 to  attend 
the  wedding  of  Ed  Kuykendall’s  daughter, 
Geraldine  . . . Bob  Bostick,  National  The- 
atres Supply  Co.,  branch  manager,  just 
returned  from  the  managers’  meeting  at 
the  Palmer  House,  Chicago.  Alvin  Hodges 
their  New  Orleans  manager,  flew  to  Mem- 
phis and  went  by  train  with  him. 

Claire  Hilgers,  Republic’s  southern  sales 
supervisor,  made  his  initial  trip  to  Mem- 
phis and  Little  Rock  this  week  since  as- 
suming  his  new  post  . . . Jim  Wheatley  is 
the  new  hooker  at  Paramount — he  was 
formerly  with  Paramount  m the  Jackson- 
ville office  for  a number  of  years.  C.  A. 
Wallace  is  now  assistant  shipper  at  20th- 
Fox.  Charles  Lightfoot  is  now  shipper  for 
Film  Transit,  taking  the  place  of  Bill  Med- 
ley, who  is  now  with  Paramount. 

Cecil  Cupp  of  Arkadelphia  has  been 
confined  to  his  home  with  flu  for  the  past 
ten  days.  This  is  the  first  time  in  a num- 
ber of  years  Cecil  hasn’t  been  able  to  at- 
tend the  races  in  Hot  Springs  . . . Dave 
Groskind.  Malco’s  booker,  is  now  recuper- 
ating from  an  appendicitis  operation  last 
week.  He  expects  to  return  to  his  desk 
within  the  next  ten  days  . . . J.  D.  Guest 
is  budding  a new  theatre  in  Camden,  Ark. 
to  be  known  as  the  Camden.  Guest  has 
been  in  the  show  business  for  a number 
of  years  in  Oklahoma. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this 
week:  Dave  Flexer,  New  Albany;  H.  H. 
Alexander,  Belzoni;  C.  N.  Eudy,  Acker- 
man; Joe  Wiley,  Union  City;  A.  D.  Fielder 
and  daughter  of  Steele  and  Lilbourne;  Bob 
Martin.  Bells;  H.  C.  Brewer,  Savoy  at 


Clarksdale;  J.  J.  Sharum,  Walnut  Ridge; 
‘Shine’  Tyson,  Water  Valley;  Jack  Mar- 
shall, Dyersburg ; Bill  Ellis,  Cleveland;  L. 
A.  Launius,  Marvel;  Howard  Langford, 
Marks;  P.  E.  Morris  of  Indianola;  C.  J. 
Collier,  Shaw;  C.  H.  Collier  of  Drew;  B.  F. 
Jackson,  Ruleville;  J.  F.  Wofford,  Eupora; 
W.  F.  Wofford  of  Union;  Carl  Christian, 
Temple  Theatre,  DeValls  Bluff. 

M.  E.  Brandon,  president  of  Film  Tran- 
sit, has  just  returned  to  Charlotte  after 
spending  about  ten  days  in  Memphis  . . . 
“Peg”  Armour,  Pop  Stockard’s  secretary 
at  Warner,  is  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  re- 
cuperating from  siege  of  pneumonia  . . . 
Bill  Bugie,  Paramount’s  manager,  spent 
two  days  in  Owensboro,  Ky.,  the  past  week. 

L.  R.  Allen,  booker  for  Commonwealth 
Amusement  in  Kansas  City,  was  in  Mem- 
phis a couple  of  days  booking  for  his 
houses  in  Harrison  and  Searcy  together 
with  his  city  manager  in  Searcy.  They  re- 
ported the  Rialto  in  Searcy  would  be  closed 
for  a few  weeks  for  improvements  . . . 
Juajiita  Speery,  biller  at  Universal,  is  on 
the  sick  list. 

Ray  Morrow,  who  is  affiliated  with  R&R 
in  Malvern,  paid  Filmrow  one  of  his  very 
rare  visits  this  week  . . . Elsie  M.  Wag- 
ner of  Film  Transit  took  in  the  races  the 
past  week  at  Hot  Springs  ...  Bo  Clark, 
who  owns  the  Rialto  and  Majestic  the- 
atres in  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  has  been  ill  with 
the  flu  for  the  past  ten  days. 

Mrs.  B.  Baradel,  who  operates  the  New 
and  Ritz  theatres  in  McGehee,  Ark.,  was 
in  town  two  days  this  iveek  booking  . . . 
Peter  Dawson,  salesman  for  National  The- 
atres Supply  Co.,  was  in  Union  City,  Tenn., 
for  the  opening  of  Tony  Sudekum’s  new 
500-seat  house,  to  be  known  as  the  Ritz. 

J.  W.  Eaton  of  the  Peabody  Theatre, 


Walthall  Month  Is 
Proving  Success 

Dallas — Wallace  Walthall  Month,  as 
conducted  by  the  Dallas  branch  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Service,  under  sponsorship 
of  Paul  Short,  divisional  manager,  is  re- 
ported from  the  source  as  a complete 
success. 

So  many  new  contracts  have  been 
brought  in  during  the  first  three  weeks  of 
the  drive  that  the  all-time  record  for  the 
Dallas  branch  has  been  broken. 

Walthall  Month  started  the  first  week 
in  March  and  will  run  through  the  month. 
It  is  a testimonial  by  employes  of  the 
Dallas  office,  and  by  a legion  of  friends 
in  show  business,  to  Wallace’s  15  years 
as  National  Screen  representative  in  the 
southwest. 

John  Feeney  Congratulates 

John  Feeney,  well-known  Oklahoma 
showman,  and  manager  of  the  Gem  and 
Cozy,  sends  along  the  following  boost  for 
Walthall’s  anniversary  month: 

My  clear  'Wallace: 

I was  very  happy  to  read  in  the  columns  of 
BOXOFFICE  about  the  lovely  dinner  given  in 
your  honor  at  the  Variety  Club,  on  the  occasion 
of  your  15  years  of  service  with  the  National 
Screen  Service. 

I trust  I am  not  too  late  in  joining  your  thou- 
sands of  loyal  friends  in  congratulating  you  on 
the  most  deserving  tribute  for  the  Wallace  Walt- 
hall Month  drive. 

I am  sure  it  will  be  crow'ned  with  the  great- 
est success,  because  of  the  high  esteem  and  re- 
spect you  deserve  from  everyone  'W'ho  knows  you, 
so  let  me  join  this  great  multitude  in  wishing 
you  every  success  and  happiness  always. 

Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  E.  FEENEY. 


Memphis,  and  wife  are  vacationing  in 
California.  They  expect  to  be  gone  about 
four  months  . . . Clifton  Peck,  checking 
supervisor  at  M-G-M,  is  back  at  his  desk 
after  a ten-day  honeymoon  . . . J.  T. 
James  of  Cotton  Plant,  Ark.,  in  town  this 
week,  advised  he  had  changed  the  name 
of  his  theatre  to  the  James  . . . Jimmy 
Prichard,  Universal’s  manager,  has  just 
returned  from  a trip  into  Arkansas. 

The  Variety  Club  was  turned  into  a 
“Dog  Patch  settlement”  at  the  Sadie  Haw- 
kins party  Saturday  night,  March  11. 
Filmrow  really  went  rural.  Ilene  Lindsay 
of  Universal  won  the  $10  prize  for  the 
lady  representing  the  best  character  in 
Dog  Patch,  as  the  typical  “Mammy 
Yokurn”  and  Tom  Watson,  Paramount 
booker,  won  the  $10  prize  as  the  best  male 
character  in  Dog  Patch — he  was  “Lil 
Abner.”  The  music  was  by  Bill  Hardewick’s 
orchestra. 


Sue  Wilmington  Theatres 
For  $10,000  in  Damages 

Wilmington,  N.  C. — Hugh  Long  and  his 
wife,  Sarah  M.  Long,  have  filed  suit  in  New 
Hanover  superior  court  for  $10,000  dam- 
ages against  George  W.  Bailey  and  Wil- 
mington Theatres,  Inc.,  for  injuries  alleg- 
edly suffered  in  a fall. 

Long  alleges  his  wife  was  injured  when 
she  fell  in  the  Royal  Theatre  last  August. 


“MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER” 

With  LOMBARD  and  STEWART 
IS  A GREAT  PICTURE 

SIMPLEX  4 STAR  SOUND  AND 
SIMPLEX  E-7  PROJECTORS  ARE 

“MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER” 

and  are  the  Greatest  Combination  in  the  World 
for  Sight  and  Sound,  truly  "Made  for  Each  Other." 

NATIONAL  THE^RE  SUPPLY  CO. 

ATLANTA  — DALLAS  — MEMPHIS  — NEW  ORLEANS  — CHARLOTTE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 
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ALONG  the  Row:  Roth  Evelyn  Hook  of 
Aliceville,  Ala.,  operator  of  a chain  of 
houses  in  that  state;  Mrs.  Viola  Edwards, 
of  Monticello,  Ga.;  Paul  Engler,  Birming- 
ham; H.  H.  Newman,  Pastime  Theatre, 
Sandersville,  Ga. 

Harry  M.  Paul,  sales  manager  for  Wil- 
Kin  Theatre  Supply,  held  aii  enthusiastic 
sales  meeting  over  the  weekend.  Those 
attending  included  J.  Ed  Carroll,  Charles 
Rushing,  W.  C.  Girard,  Charles  Moore, 
Milton  Mueller,  George  Tarrant,  V.  K. 
Burnham,  Roy  Malmborg,  E.  H.  Geissler, 
all  of  Wil-Kin,  and  B.  T.  Edelman,  of 
U.  S.  Air  Conditioning,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Bernie  Shapiro  has  opened  his  Southern 
Poster  Printing  Co.  at  70  Fairlie  St.,  cor- 
ner of  Walton  . . . Ted  Toddy  is  in  New 
York  on  a business  trip. 

East  Point  Amusement  Co.’s  new  house, 
the  Sylvan  Theatre,  Dill  Ave.  and  Sylvan 
Rd.,  opened  last  week.  M.  A.  Yarbrough 
is  manager  of  the  theatre,  a neighborhood 
house  seating  500.  The  opening  feature 
was  “Treasure  Island.” 

A recent  visitor  was  Jack  Chertok,  pro- 
duction head  for  M-G-M’s  short  subjects. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife.  Chertok 
is  a native  of  this  city. 

E.  L.  O’Neal  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Memphis  office  to  the  Atlanta  office 
of  Universal.  He  will  travel  the  Florida 
territory. 

Charles  Rushing,  formerly  with  National 
Theatre  Supply  at  Indianapolis,  is  a new 
addition  to  the  Wil-Kin  organization  . . . 
John  J.  Mangham,  Monogram-Southern, 
is  in  New  York. 

Residents  of  this  city  won  four  $100 
prizes  and  25  awards  of  $10  in  the  Movie 
Quiz  contest  . . . Series  of  six  jitterbug 
contests,  with  a final  elimination  com- 
petition, have  been  put  on  Monday  nights 
at  the  Roxy  Theatre. 

Add  Row  visitors;  Hancock,  Wright,  Jef- 
ferson, Ga.;  Ed  Beach,  Thomaston,  Ga.; 
Sisson,  Tallassee,  Ala.;  MacBride  Jackson, 
Alexander  City,  Ala. 

Full  length  motion  picture,  with  prin- 
cipal scenes  laid  in  the  Cherokee  National 
Forest  of  north  Georgia,  will  be  made  by 
the  United  States  Forestry  Service,  under 
direction  of  W.  Allen  Luey,  director  of  mo- 
tion pictures. 

Visitors  along  the  Row;  Walter 
Brackin  and  Fred  McClendon,  of  Union 
Springs,  Ala.;  Fred  Bund,  booker  for  the 
government’s  army  posts;  Nat  Hancock, 
of  Jefferson,  Ga.;  Hugh  Manning,  of  Eto- 
wah, Tenn.;  H.  M.  Goldin,  nation-wide 
operator  of  road  shows,  from  North  Caro- 
lina; Ed  Peskay,  of  New  York,  president 
of  Roxy  Theatre,  accompanied  by  Clarence 
Loewe  and  William  Brown. 

Gray  (.Billy)  Rains  was  a recent  visitor 
here,  remaining  briefly  for  a visit  with 


his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  S.  Rains. 
Rains  is  arranger  of  Ben  Bernie’s  radio 
programs. 

Charlie  Sparks,  head  of  various  shows 
for  the  past  40  years,  has  sold  Downie 
Bros.  Circus  to  William  M.  Moore  & Co. 
Sparks  said  he  plans  to  retire.  Purchase 
price  was  understood  to  be  $65,000. 

Effective  tieup  was  made  by  Ed  Pente- 
cost, manager  of  Loew’s  Grand  Theatre 
during  showing  of  “Stagecoach.”  Idea  was 
contest  to  find  oldest  clippings  of  The 
Constitution,  morning  paper,  spanning  the 
71  years  of  the  paper's  life.  Winners  were 
dined,  and  attended  a special  preview  of 
film.  There  was  plenty  newspaper  pub- 
licity as  result  of  contest. 

Miss  Virginia  Wynn  Brown,  currently 
appearing  with  federal  theatre  here;  Ralph 
Ellis  and  Don  Tyner,  both  of  the  federal 
players  also,  were  finalists  in  the  Jesse 
Lasky  “Gateway  to  Hollywood”  search- 
for-talent  contest,  recently  conducted  by 
Lasky  and  The  Constitution. 

Ruby  Sheldon  was  selected  as  Atlanta's 
“little  princess”  in  a tieup  with  The  Con- 
stitution, and  management  of  the  Fox 
Theatre,  for  the  Shirley  Temple  film,  “The 
Little  Princess.”  The  stunt  grabbed  lots  of 
space  in  the  paper. 

More  than  50  films  dealing  with  sur- 
gery were  shown  here  at  the  recent  tenth 
annual  assembly  of  the  Southeastern  Sur- 
gical Congress,  a three-day  gathering  at- 
tended by  more  than  1,000  medical  men. 
Most  of  the  films  were  celluloid  records 
of  intricate  operations.  Many  were  in 
color. 

Herman  Wink  of  Manning  and  Wink  is 
vacationing  in  Florida  . . . John  Ezell, 
Universal,  returned  to  town  from  Florida 
. . . Charlie  Lester,  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice manager,  is  in  Florida  for  a week. 

S.  T.  Maughon  and  Paul  Bryan  an- 
nounce their  tent  show  is  playing  in  Lum- 
ber City,  Ga.  . . . Harry  Graham,  Uni- 
versal district  manager,  returned  last  week 
from  a trip  to  New  Orleans  . . . Curtis 
Ware,  formerly  operator  of  the  Roosevelt 
Theatre,  Jefferson,  Ga.,  is  back  in  town 
and  looking  for  a new  location. 

Jack  Lamojit,  GN  division  manager, 
spent  a few  days  in  New  Orleans  last  week 
. . . Guy  Brown,  RKO  branch  manager, 
returned  last  week  from  an  out-of-town 
trip  . . . John  Jenkins,  Popkin  Distributing 
Co.,  is  on  a two-week  trip  to  the  Caro- 
linas. 

The  many  friends  of  F.  D.  Adams,  asso- 
ciated with  Martin  Theatres  for  ten  years, 
learned  with  deep  regret  of  his  passing 
last  week  in  Milledgevllle.  He  formerly 
operated  houses  for  the  chain  in  Way- 
cross  and  Tifton,  and  operated  his  own 
house,  the  Colonial,  in  Milledgeville,  years 
ago.  He  was  manager  of  the  Campus,  Mil- 
ledgeville, at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  well  known  and  well  liked  in  film 
circles. 


^INTERNATIONAL 
CHAIRS  EXCEL 

★ 


IN  STYLE 


One  look  at  their  smartness  tells  you 
why  International  chairs  are  selling  so 
sensationally.  Their  acclaim  by  the 
leaders  in  the  Theatre  World  as  the 
tops  in  seating,  assures  you  of  the 
finest  in  Theatre  Chairs.  Their  Beauty 
of  line  and  proportion  reflects  the  in- 
ner quality  of  the  chair.  In  a year  that 
is  notable  for  beautiful  chairs  the  ques- 
tion of  dependability  is  more  vital  than 
ever  to  theatre  owners.  International's 
beauty  is  self-evident  and  is  engineered 
to  give  a long  life  of  trouble-free  ser- 
vice. When  you  buy  International  you 
get  Deluxe  Seat  Styling  with  excep- 
tional construction,  yet  at  the  price  of 
the  ordinary.  That's  why  Internotional 
is  constantly  growing  in  popularity. 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


“You  can’t  do  better  than  to  choose 
International” 


wihKm, 


150  Walton  Street, 


.321  S.  rhureh  Street 
CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


ATLANTA 

Phone  WALnut  4613 

"Everything  for  the  theatre  except  film" 
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This  Looks  Promising 


Dallas  — That  Variety’s  spring  golf 
tournament  on  March  25-26-27  at  Dallas 
Country  Club  will  be  the  biggest  and  best 
of  all  past  green  events  by  the  group 
comes  from  the  reasonable  expectation 
there  will  be  at  least  150  entrants  this 
year.  Last  year  entrants  totaled  125. 

Duke  H.  Evans,  chairman,  says  it  wiU  be 
an  exhibitors’  convention  without  speeches 
or  business.  A fine  list  of  prizes  is  in  the 
bag,  he  adds. 


Saturday  night,  April  25,  will  be  open 
house  at  Variety’s  club  quarters  in  the 
Adolphus  Hotel  for  members  and  guests. 
A floor  show  will  highlight  the  event. 

The  Calcutta  Pool  comes  off  March  26. 
This  will  be  a stag  party,  report  is,  except 
the  entertainment. 

Entertainment  at  the  Country  Club 
Monday  night  will  be  a Hawaiian  troupe 
with  a chorus  of  hula-hula  dancers,  es- 
pecially designed  for  Texas  exhibitors. 


QUR  apologies  to  one  and  all  for  not 
having  opened  doors  regularly  during 
the  past  two  weeks,  but  we-uns  have  been 
victimized  by  that  flu  bug  and  been  hav- 
ing quite  a time  with  the  Little  gent  (if 
such  he  be  > . To  all  thanks  for  your 
patience. 

The  state  senate  has  passed  a bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  of  $4,500  for  main- 
tenance of  the  Will  Rogers  memorial  at 
Claremore.  Senator  Penn  Couch,  Nowata, 
withdrew  an  amendment  to  increase  the 
appropriation  to  $6,000,  to  reimburse  a 
special  fund  wider  control  of  the  Will 
Rogers  commission  for  funds  extended  on 
maintenance  since  January  1. 

Hearing  in  district  court  on  the  suit  of 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


20111/2  Jackson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


the  local  Stage  Employes  union  against 
Standard  Theatres  on  a contract  has  been 
continued  to  March  24,  1939,  and  the  re- 
straining order  is  to  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect  by  agreement.  Matter  was 
heard  in  Judge  Giddings  court. 

We  are  told  that  Red  Slocum  who  has 
the  newest  house  in  El  Reno,  Okla.,  has, 
with  his  good  wife,  adopted  a baby  boy. 
Which  should  put  Red  in  the  toy  train 
class  very  soon  along  with  Claude  Ful- 
gum,  Griffith  executive,  who  bought  an 
outfit  for  his  youngster  last  Christmas  and 
is  now  making  plans  for  expansion  of  the 
system  and  use  of  his  attic.  We  should 
talk  though  for  we  are  as  thickly  in  the 
model  railroading  as  a lot  of  other  film 
men  hereabouts. 

Things  to  watch  for  locally:  Sol  David- 
son’s suit  against  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  up  sometime  within  the  next  60 
days  for  another  hearing;  final  hearings 
in  federal  district  court  on  the  A.  B. 
Momand  anti-trust  suits  which  will  be 
heard  before  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  almost 
any  day  now;  whether  or  not  any  one  of 
three  parties  now  planning  local  theatres 
go  through  with  their  ideas  . . . Ralph 
Doury  of  the  Ritz  'Theatre,  at  Tulsa,  visit- 
ing in  the  village  among  old  friends. 

T.  B.  Noble  jr.,  managing  director  of 
the  State  Theatre,  is  shooting  IQmm  film 
and  beginning  to  absorb  the  joy  of  ama- 
teur films  following  his  learning  how  to 
use  the  camera,  projector,  etc.,  given  him 
as  an  anniversary  gift  by  his  business 
associates.  T.  B.’s  first  shots  were  of  “The 
Stagecoach’’  promotion  stunts  on  the  pic- 
ture which  did  very  well  in  a two-week  run 
at  his  house. 

An  anti-Ascap  biU  is  set  for  introduc- 
tion in  the  state  legislature,  but  since  the 
boys  are  due  to  adjourn  shortly  it  may  get 
no  further  than  a committee  calendar. 
For  the  information  of  all  and  simdry 
in  committee  now  reposes  all  of  the  theatre 
measures  intrtxiuced  to  date,  which  have 
not  been  many  but  are  of  some  import- 
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Cole,  employed  by  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice. Mart’s  other  son.  Mart  jr.,  is  assist- 
ant in  the  Cole  home  office  at  Rosenberg. 

Will  Wade,  San  Augustine  exhibitor, 
passed  by  Dallas  the  other  day  en  route 
to  the  Fat  Stock  Show  in  Ft.  Worth.  Aside 
from  running  his  show,  he  raises  a good 
brand  of  hogs  and  some  cattle  and  his  con- 
tact with  Ft.  Worth  commission  men  has 
been  almost  as  important  as  that  with 
Dallas  film  exchanges.  Aside  from  his 
theatrical  and  farming  interests  he  also 
operates  the  town’s  leading  restaurant. 

Lloyd  Rust,  Republic’s  sales  manager,  is 
back  011  the  job  after  staying  home  a few 
days  with  flu  . . . Chester  Neece  drove  up 
Monday  to  book  for  his  theatres  at  Hub- 
bard . . . Although  he  is  no  longer  active 
in  theatre  operation,  Ross  Dixon  of  Colo- 
rado, who  still  has  his  interests  there  with 
Robb  & Rowley,  was  on  the  Row  hobnob- 
bing with  old-time  friends.  Ross  is  ranch- 
ing, they  say. 

Mac  Tritch,  Oklahoma  representative 
for  National  Screen,  has  been  laid  up  with 
the  flu.  Nevertheless  he  beseeched  his 
company  to  extend  Wallace  Walthall 
Month  for  an  extra  week  or  two  so  that 
he  could  continue  to  participate  in  the 
drive. 

Rufus  Layton,  whose  company  operates 
three  houses  in  Childress,  and  who  is  very 
much  on  the  Texas  map  as  an  exhibitor, 
journeyed  up  to  Kansas  City  for  a per- 
sonal appearance  in  one  of  that  city’s 
leading  hospitals. 

George  Smith,  who  with  his  mother, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Smith,  operates  the  theatres  at 
Center,  was  on  the  Row  visiting  with 
friends  and  doing  some  booking  . . . The 
Tate  Bros.,  J.  Preston  of  Santa  Anna  and 
Carl  of  Valley  Mills,  were  here  Monday 
...  In  a new  spring  outfit  was  J.  V.  Car- 
ter of  Comanche  . . . O.  B.  Bridges,  for- 
mer subsequent-run  exhibitor  at  Hous- 
ton, who  still  resides  there,  has  been  in 
Dallas  the  past  few  days. 

At  least  five  parties  claim  to  be  on 
deals  to  buy  Gail  Pettit’s  Queen  Theatre 
in  Houston.  When  it  leaked  out  that  the 
house  could  be  bought  there  were  several 
immediate  “takers.”  Up  to  this  time,  how- 
ever, no  money  has  crossed  the  line. 

Although  it  was  annoimced  he  would 
move  to  Austin  to  be  associated  with  his 
brother-in-law,  J.  J.  Hegman,  in  opera- 
tion of  the  Ritz  there,  news  reached  the 
Row  this  week  that  Hugo  Plath  had  pur- 
chased the  Nan  Gray  Theatre  in  Houston 
from  D.  F.  Luckie.  That  house  was  for- 
merly known  as  the  University  and  had 
been  under  several  managements  since 
Luckie  opened  it  about  two  years  ago. 
Plath  recently  sold  his  Mecca  Theatre  in 
Wylie. 

Lester  Dollison  vms  again  back  in  town 
Tuesday.  In  fact  his  residence  will  be  in 
the  Southwest  from  now  on.  He  didn’t  like 
show  business  in  Omaha  anyway,  and 
said  so. 

H.  A.  Daniels  who  operates  the  theatres 
(Continued  on  page  86) 
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ance.  Few  have  any  chance  of  passing  at 
this  late  date — but  you  never  know! 

A screening  hy  Universal  exchange  here 
on  “Spirit  of  Culver”  at  the  Tower  for 
the  film  trade  brought  some  favorable 
comments.  Picture  is  expected  to  do  nice 
business  hereabouts  . . . Liberty  Theatre 
back  on  its  old  two  changes  a week  pol- 
icy from  a shifting  one  to  occasional  full 
week  runs;  Ritz  Theatre  still  dark  and 
probability  of  opening  we  understand  very 
slight;  Tower  had  a first-run  last  week 
as  a sort  of  test,  having  been  a long  time 
since  the  house  was  used  for  anything 
but  moveovers  from  the  Criterion  or  Mid- 
west. 

Our  ever-so-often  list  of  credits  to  peo- 
ple for  this  and  that  because  we  think 
they  deserve  special  mention:  To  Jimmy 
Birge  for  very  nice  work  and  stunts  on 
“The  Oklahoma  Kid’’  world  premiere;  to 
Bob  Pfotenhauer,  State  manager,  for  the 
first  new  suit  of  the  season  (off  to  an- 
other suit  buying  spree,  we  bet,  and  little 
chance  of  taking  last  year’s  championship 
away  from  him  either) ; to  Morris  Loewen- 
stein  for  much  calm  and  wise  moves  in 
re.  legislative  matters,  no  theatre  associ- 
ation officials  know  how  to  get  the  job 
done  with  less  fuss-and-feathers;  to  K. 
Lee  Williams  for  stepping  right  into  the- 
atre operation  from  exchange  and  road- 
show operation  and  doing  a very  fine  job 
of  getting  started  without  a hitch;  to  Paul 
Townsend,  Liberty  Theatre  manager,  for 
knowing  how  to  survive  every  managerial 
change  in  Standard  Theatres  setup,  year 
after  year,  which  is  testimonial  to  what 
the  boys  think  of  Paul  as  a theatre  mana- 
ger; to  United  Artists,  Walter  Wanger  and 
whoever  it  was  who  did  the  musical  score 
on  “Stagecoach”  but  a Quince  for  not 
giving  credit  to  the  actor  who  played  the 
part  of  Plummer,  we’re  still  wondering 
who  that  guy  was. 

Dick  Dyer  is  a new  father  on  Filmrow 
who  went  through  the  ordeal  without  los- 
ing any  of  his  hair;  Dick  and  yours  truly 
are  keeping  tabs  on  our  kids  teeth  (for 
the  information  of  the  one  or  two  who 
haven’t  heard,  our  offspring  now  has  two 
very  handsome  teeth)  ...  We  understand 
there  is  already  some  talk  of  when  the 
next  state  MPTO  convention  will  be  held 
here.  No  date  has  been  set  as  yet,  but 
as  soon  as  our  spies  report  we  will  pass 
the  word  along. 

Personalities  on  the  cuff:  Andrew  Hig- 
gins, State  Theatre  engineer,  insists  the 
world  needs  a light  bulb  changer  that 
would  be  entirely  automatic;  Dee  Fuller, 
Circle  manager,  is  enjoying  his  house  fol- 
lowing a very  nice  complete  redecoration 
job  with  shiny  paint  in  even  the  darkest 
comers;  Pat  Patchen,  new  Standard  ad 
manager,  has  begun  a file  of  good  ad- 
vertising from  any  and  all  fields  and  its 
worth  studying  any  time;  Harry  McKen- 
na, K.  Lee  Williams  exchange  booker,  is 
very  well  satisfied  with  married  life,  he 
informs  one  and  all,  and  well  he  should 
be  indeed  with  an  Irish  Colleen. 


Corrigan  Picture  Set  for 
Texas  Bow  March  24 

Dallas — “The  Flying  Irishman,”  com- 
pleted by  RKO  and  starring  Doug  (Wrong 
Way)  Corrigan,  will  have  its  first  Texas 
showing  starting  March  24  in  Interstate’s 
Texas  Theatre,  San  Antonio,  it  was  learn- 
ed early  in  the  week  from  Sol  Sachs,  RKO 
district  manager. 

Main  reason  for  the  premiere  booking 
there  is  because  Corrigan  is  reputed  to 
have  originated  in  the  Alamo  City  and 
also  because  of  San  Antonio’s  great  army 
airdromes  naturally  making  customers  air- 
minded. 


Woman  Slightly  Hurt  in 
Theatre  Fire  Rush 

Austin,  Tex. — Although  a booth  fire  in 
the  Cactus  Theatre  caused  a stampede  of 
patrons  for  exits  there  was  slight  injury 
to  only  one  person,  a woman,  according  to 
police  records  of  the  incident.  The  woman 
was  reported  to  have  stumbled  and  fallen. 


Joins  NSS  in  Dallas 

Dallas — Fred  Hansen,  oldtime  Filmrow 
employe  who  has  been  residing  in  San 
Antonio  and  engaged  in  show  business  there 
for  the  past  few  years,  returns  here  April 
1.  He  will  be  associated  with  National 
Theatre  Supply’s  new  store  at  Harwood 
and  Jackson. 


Melded  Voices 


Miami — When  Jack  Mercer  and  Margie 
Hines  applied  for  a marriage  license  at 
the  court  house  at  Ft.  Lauderdale,  the 
seat  of  the  adjacent  county  to  the  north 
of  Miami,  neither  their  names  nor  ap- 
pearance meant  anything  or  created  any 
excitement  in  the  clerk’s  office.  Both  gave 
New  York  as  their  home  address. 

It  was  when  queries  began  popping  down 
from  New  York  that  a number  of  people 
began  to  get  excited  . . . and  before  many 
hours  the  complete  story  was  out:  Popeye 
and  Olive  Oyl  had  been  married!  Both 
are  associated  with  the  Max  Fleischer 
where  Jack  is  the  booming  basso  of  Pop- 
eye  while  Mai’gie  throws  her  own  voice 
out  of  joint  to  squeak  the  words  of  Olive 
Oyl. 

Immediately  after  the  news  leaked  out, 
the  couple  was  obliged  to  reenact  their 
marriage  for  the  newsreels.  Both  Jack  and 
Margie  have  had  stage  experience  on 
Broadway  and  on  the  road.  They  have 
been  with  the  Max  Fleischer  Studios  for 
several  years,  each  having  originated  the 
voice  of  the  character  for  which  they 
speak. 

Both  now  are  working  on  the  feature, 
“Aladdin’s  Lamp,”  which  is  to  have  its 
world  premiere  next  month. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
1912(4  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 


jyjISS  Alice  Roberts  and  Miss  Louise  Tay- 
lor are  latest  additions  to  the  pub- 
licity staff  of  Station  WWL  . . . Bruce 
Manning,  Hollywood  scenario  writer,  is  in 
New  Orleans  resting.  He  told  Boxoffice, 
Mary  Healy,  Tony  Paton  and  John  Car- 
roll,  all  New  Orleans  products,  are  the  best 
bets  in  Hollywood  for  advancement.  Miss 
Healy,  he  says,  is  slated  for  stardom. 

Louis  Boyer,  chief  of  the  National  Screeji 
Service,  was  discovered  looking  at  high 
chairs  ’tother  day.  He  admits  it  ..  . Mrs. 
Camilla  Best,  director  of  the  visual  aids 
department  of  the  public  schools,  said  in 
an  address  “Our  films  and  pictures  help  to 
make  more  real  the  people  and  phases  of 
the  text.”  Motion  picture  machines  have 
been  installed  in  fully  40  per  cent  of  the 
public  schools  in  Neiv  Orleans. 

Lyle  Saxon,  who  collaborated  with  Cecil 
DeMille  on  the  “Buccaneer”  is  seriously  ill 
at  the  Baptist  Hospital  with  pneumonia  fol- 
lowing a major  operation  ...  A million 
dollars  has  been  alloted  by  the  WPA  for 
the  amusement  park  at  Mikneburg,  which 
will  be  opened  within  the  next  12  months. 
To  date  the  government  has  not  erected 
any  theatres.  The  new  beach  will  be  a 
heavy  competitor  of  the  local  houses. 

Ray  McNamara,  a former  organist  of  the 
Strand  Theatre  (when  it  was  operated  by 
the  Saengers) , has  written  a new  song  en- 
titled “Sweeten  Up  the  Sugar  Bowl.”  It 
ivent  071  the  air  last  week. 

Charles  Amos  Stay  in 
Hospital  Prolonged 

Nashville — Charles  Amos,  manager  of 
the  Paramount,  Nashville,  is  still  confined 
to  the  hospital  as  the  result  of  an  acci- 
dent in  which  he  sustained  a broken  leg 
and  other  injuries.  Due  to  his  weakened 
condition  it  was  necessary  to  give  him  a 
blood  transfusion  on  March  5.  'Tlie  donor 
was  Ben  Garrett,  assistant  manager  of 
Paramount.  Paramount  had  a two-week, 
“full-house”  run  with  “Jesse  James.” 


Anderson  State  Bow  Draws 

Anderson,  S.  C. — The  New  State  The- 
atre has  opened  under  management  of 
Jimmy  Cartledge.  More  than  3,000  at- 
tended opening  day. 


Bob  Burns  Starts  One 

Hollywood — “Us  Americans”  went  into 
production  this  week  at  Paramount,  star- 
ring Bob  Burns. 
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W,  M,  Richardson  Heads 
"U"  at  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans — W.  M.  Richardson,  for- 
mer manager  of  the  Universal  exchange 
in  Charlotte  and  more  recently  on  special 
assignment  work  for  Hany  D.  Graham, 
district  manager,  has  become  Universal 
manager  here. 


Settle  With  Lawyers 

Tampa,  Fla. — Gulf  Tlieatres,  Inc.,  has 
agreed  to  pay  $1,000  to  Chester  H.  Fergu- 
son, Sam  Bucklew  jr.  and  W.  Frank  Hobbs, 
attorneys,  for  services  in  a suit  in  which 
Ferguson  obtained  invalidation  of  Bank 
Night  operated  by  Gulf  Theatres  at  the 
Tampa  and  Victory  theatres. 


Drive  on  "Mashers" 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. — A crusade  against 
that  old  theatre  pest — the  “theatre  mash- 
er”— has  been  started  by  theatre  mana- 
gers here.  The  managers  ask  cooperation 
of  patrons  in  combating  the  evil.  So  far, 
one  “fresh”  youth  has  been  arrested  in 
the  drive  to  break  up  mashing. 


A Popular  Manager 

Fitzgerald.  Ga. — I.  T.  Taylor,  popular 
manager  of  the  Grand  Tlieatre,  has  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  local  cham- 
ber of  commerce.  He  is  president  of  the 
Lions  Club  and  a city  alderman. 


Open  in  Fort  Mills 

Fort  Mills,  S.  C. — The  new  Majestic  on 
Confederate  St.  has  opened  under  manage- 
ment of  J.  R.  Patterson.  His  brother, 
D.  C.  Patterson,  is  treasurer. 


King  Scenic  Job 

Dallas — Within  the  next  few  days.  King 
Scenic  Co.  here  will  start  modernization 
of  the  Palace  at  Marlin,  long  owned  and 
operated  by  J.  C.  Chatmas. 


New  Corporation 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — The  Sangir  Co.,  Inc. 
of  Little  Rock,  has  filed  articles  of  in- 
corporation to  conduct  a motion  picture 
business  at  206  Main  St.  here.  Tire  firm 
listed  15  .shares  of  capital  stock  of  no  par 
value  and  $300  capital.  M.  L.  Sanderson, 
Little  Rock,  was  named  resident  agent. 


Plans  in  Alma,  Ga. 

Alma,  Ga. — The  Strickland  Bldg,  here 
has  been  leased  to  Mr.  Stein,  owner  of  the 
Alma  Theatre,  for  10  years.  It  is  being 
remodeled  and  will  be  converted  into  a 
theatre. 


Improve  for  Summer 

Manteo,  N.  C. — The  Pioneer  Theatre 
here  is  being  improved  in  preparation  for 
the  summer  season,  according  to  H.  A. 
Creef.  owner- manager. 


Overhaul  the  Star 

Calhoun  City,  Miss, — The  Star  Theatre, 
purchased  by  Wofford  and  Mounger  of 
Europa,  is  being  overhauled. 


pAUL  KELLY,  film  star,  stopped  in  Lit- 
tle Rock  on  his  way  back  to  Hollywood 
after  a short  vacation  in  New  York  . . . 
Attendance  records  at  the  Strand,  Clarks- 
ville, were  broken  when  “Jesse  James” 
was  shown  there  recently.  After  the 
showing  Sunday  night.  Manager  Jack 
Thomas  stated  2,000  persons  had  seen  the 
film  since  it  opened  at  a preview  Satur- 
day night  and  Monday.  Many  persons 
from  Clarksville  went  to  Pineville,  Mo., 
last  fall  to  see  the  film  in  production. 

Miss  Mary  Beth  Wofford  of  the  office 
staff,  Arkansas  Amusement  Corp.,  Little 
Rock,  toas  married  to  Troy  Reed  on  March 
9 at  the  First  Methodist  Church  . . . J.  J. 
Sharum.  manager  of  the  Sharum  Theatre, 
Walnut  Ridge,  announces  that  the  New 
Theatre  Co.,  an  organization  of  Walnut 
Ridge  lousiness  7nen.  has  bought  the  equip- 
ment of  a Marmaduke  Theatre,  which  will 
be  moved  to  Walnut  Ridge  and  that  an- 
other film  house  will  be  opened  there 
within  the  next  30  days  . . . Miss  Emma 
Cox,  Gem  Theatre,  Osecola,  spoke  to 
Osceola  PTA  members  recently  on  “Mo- 
tion Pictures  and  Education.” 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  84) 
down  at  Sequin  was  on  the  Row  and  cool- 
ing matters  occupied  part  of  his  time  on 
this  trip  . . . J.  I.  Roberts  is  back  from 
the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  western 
managers’  convention  at  San  Francisco. 
He  reports  a fine  trip  and  wonderful  time. 
Aside  from  the  convention  he  acquired  a 
fair  idea  of  the  Golden  Gate  Exposition. 

Roy  Cain  of  Winnsboro,  who  sold  his 
tiuo  theatres  to  B.  R.  McLendon,  made  a 
visit  on  the  Row.  Friends  said  he  was  in 
the  market  and  looking  for  a new  location 
. . . O.  B.  Wood  of  the  Texas  at  Eden,  was 
on  the  Row  advancing  his  bookings. 

Jackson  Street  the  other  day  was  not 
without  its  sidewalk  restaurant.  With  the 
picket  going  strong  after  several  days  of 
tantalizing  the  Film  Exchange  Cafe,  Tony 
Condos,  the  proprietor,  set  a table  laden 
with  food  on  the  sidewalk  and  invited  the 
picket  to  imbibe.  The  photo  appeared  in 
daily  newspapers.  Tony  was  smoking  his 
cigar.  The  picket  held  his  nose. 

R.  W.  Simpson  of  Paducah  and  his 
partner.  J.  A.  Nelson  of  Ft.  Worth,  known 
in  this  trade  as  Nelson  & Simpson,  were 
in  booking  for  their  several  west  Texas 
toums  . . . Donald  Dixon,  owner  of  the 
Haskell  at  Elm  and  the  Haskell  here,  is 
shaping  plans  to  rebuild  after  last  week’s 
fire  damage. 

H.  E.  Hardgrave,  R&R  city  manager  in 
Sherman,  said  here  Wednesday  that  plans 
for  the  new  Texas  would  be  ready  next 
week  and  the  contract  probably  let  by 
April  1.  The  Texas  was  destroyed  by  fire 
just  after  the  first  of  the  year. 


Roles  in  "Sun" 

Hollywood — Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.  and 
Basil  Rathbone  have  leading  roles  in  “The 
Sun  Never  Sets,”  which  went  into  produc- 
tion this  week  at  Universal. 


Pneumonia  Proves  Fatal 
To  W.  H,  Pemberton 

Dallas — W.  H.  (Bill)  Pemberton,  an 
R&R  employe  for  the  past  decade,  died 
Wednesday  morning  from  complications 
following  pneumonia  which  was  first  diag- 
nosed as  the  flu.  The  funeral  service  was 
held  Thursday  morning  from  the  Guardian 
Funeral  Home  and  burial  was  in  Groye  Hill 
Cemetery. 

Pemberton  came  here  from  Tennessee. 
His  first  job  was  with  C.  V.  Jones  in  the 
candy  business.  Jones,  now  an  R&R  offi- 
cial, then  brought  Pemberton  into  the  cir- 
cuit’s home  office  in  charge  of  the  poster 
and  accessory  department. 

Pemberton’s  hobby  was  baseball.  Per- 
haps the  greatest  hour  in  his  life  was  when 
Robb  & Rowley  sent  him  to  the  World 
Series  in  New  York  last  year  on  their 
ticket. 

Fifty-four  years  old  when  death  came, 
Pemberton  is  survived  by  his  widow. 


Miss  "Main  Street" 

Fairburn,  Ga. — The  Campbell  News  edi- 
torially took  the  industry  to  task  in  a blast 
entitled  “Hollywood  Is  Begging  for  a Good 
Bath.”  The  editorial  charge:  Hollywood 
“reflects  the  morals  of  the  movie  produc- 
ers, not  of  Main  Street.” 


Charter  to  Theatre 

' Raleigh.  N.  C.  — A charter  has  been 
granted  to  Simpson  'Tlieatres,  Inc.,  of  Gas- 
tonia, with  $50,000  authorized  capital 
stock.  T.  B.  Autry,  T.  B.  Autry  jr.,  and 
Harry  M.  Pickett  jr.,  all  of  Charlotte,  sub- 
scribed $300  stock. 


Net  Small  Haul 

Opelika,  Ala. — Burglars  who  entered  the 
Martin  'Tlieatre  here  escaped  with  between 
$15  and  $30  after  knocking  off  the  com- 
bination dial  of  the  safe  in  the  office. 


Change  in  Williston 

WiLLiSTON,  S.  C. — 'Tile  Williston  Theatre 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Carolina  City 
Theatres  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Char- 
lotte, N.  C. 


Settle  Hickory  Strike 

Hickory,  N.  C. — Projectionists  have  re- 
turned to  work  following  settlement  of  a 
strike  in  two  local  houses  owned  by  John 
F.  Miller. 


New  Lumpkin  Bows 

Lumpkin,  Ga. — TTie  new  Lumpkin,  one 
of  the  most  modern  houses  in  the  section, 
has  opened. 


New  Sound  for  Circle 

Social  Circle,  Ga. — New  sound  equip- 
ment has  been  installed  in  the  Circle  Thea- 
tre here. 


Paint  Roxy  in  Cochran 

Cochran,  Ga. — The  Roxy  Theatre’s  ap- 
pearance has  been  improved  by  a coat  of 
paint. 
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Ontario  Solons  Begin  1939 
Session  on  a Quiet  Note 


Toronto  Board  Against 
Amusement  Impost 

Toronto — The  Toronto  Board  of  Con- 
trol has  voted  against  the  proposal  of 
the  City  Council  of  Windsor,  Ont.,  to 
petition  the  provincial  legislature  to  en- 
act legislation  which  would  enable  the 
municipalities  to  impose  an  amusement 
tax,  the  revenue  from  which  would  enrich 
the  civic  treasuries. 

The  provincial  government  abolished 
the  whole  ticket  levy  on  June  1,  1937, 
and  has  indicated  little  interest  in  its  re- 
vival in  any  form,  despite  outside  sugges- 
tions. 


Montreal  — Problems  imposed  on  the 
country  cinema  owner  by  Quebec’s  ban 
on  admission  of  juveniles  under  16  to  the- 
atres, were  narrated  to  Boxoffice  by  Am- 
brose Nolan,  proprietor  of  the  300-seat  Pix 
Theatre  at  Aylmer,  Que.,  while  he  was  on 
one  of  his  periodic  visits  to  Pilmrow. 

It  is  plain  from  his  experiences  that  the 
country  theatre  owner  or  manager  in  Que- 
bec province  is  continually  on  the  horns 
of  a dilemma.  He  knows,  and  is  on 
friendly  terms  with,  everyone  in  the  little 
town.  He  has  to  be,  in  order  to  get  busi- 
ness, and  he  has  to  be  obliging. 

This  is  what  happens  again  and  again. 
A local  merchant,  father  of  a family,  and 
patron  of  the  theatre,  approaches  the 
manager.  “Say,  Ambrose,”  he  remarks. 
“The  wife  has  gone  out  to  a bridge  party 
and  left  me  to  look  after  the  kids.  It’s  a 
tough  job  with  nothing  at  home  to  amuse 
them.  Why  don’t  you  let  me  bring  them 
in  with  me  to  the  show?”  The  theatre 
owner  points  out  the  difficulties.  It’s 
against  the  law,  and  the  provincial  au- 
thorities are  on  the  watch.  “Aw  come  on,” 
says  his  friend.  “I  do  things  for  you,  and 
I boost  your  show  all  I can.  Nobody  will 
tell  on  you.”  And  so  the  merchant’s  fam- 
ily is  admitted.  A few  days  later  comes 
a summons.  Mr.  Nolan  must  appear  at 
court.  As  a rule  the  case  is  remanded 
for  a fortnight.  That  costs  him  $10  per 
remand,  and  the  remands  continue.  At 
the  finish  there  is  a stiff  fine  with  costs. 

Aylmer  is  a little  town  in  Quebec,  nine 
miles  from  Ottawa,  which  is  in  Ontario, 
where  there  are  no  restrictions  on  chil- 
dren. 

If  the  children  in  Aylmer  cannot  get  in 
to  see  the  picture,  the  natural  outcome  is 
that  the  parents  take  their  youngsters  to 
Ottawa.  This  is  bad,  not  only  for  the 
local  cinema,  but  also  for  the  local 
merchants,  for  the  father  and  mother  are 
practically  certain  to  go  shopping  in  Ot- 
tawa to  the  detriment  of  the  home  store- 
keeper. Accordingly,  there  is  a strong 
local  sentiment  in  favor  of  admitting  the 
children  to  the  Aylmer  theatre.  Parents 
want  it,  and  the  merchants,  in  particular, 
want  it,  because  by  keeping  the  heads  of 
families  away  from  the  city  they  keep 
their  spending  money  in  the  town. 

Recently,  Mr.  Nolan  paid  a heavy  fine 
— all  through  obliging  fellow  citizens  with 
families.  He  thought  to  recoup  himself 
when  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs” 


Toronto — The  Ontario  legislature  went 
into  action  for  its  1939  session  without 
a word  of  warning  for  film  distributors, 
exhibitors  or  theatre  patrons  in  the  way 
of  taxes  or  new  license  fees  affecting  the 
amusement  business  of  the  province. 
Opening  announcements,  including  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  contained  no 
reference  to  the  exhibition  of  16mm  films 


came  along.  Children  were  permitted  by 
special  authority  of  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Quebec,  to  see  this  film  in  Montreal. 
They  also  saw  it  in  several  other  cities 
and  towns,  although  in  some  places,  such 
as  Hull  and  Verdun  for  some  unexplained 
reason,  the  picture  was  not  permitted  to 
be  shown  to  children.  Mr.  Nolan,  fui’- 
nished  himself  with  legal  opinions  and 
secured  a voluminous  supply  of  newspaper 
clippings  showing  that  Premier  Duplessis 
had  given  permission  for  Montreal  chil- 
dren to  see  the  film.  Accordingly  he 
booked  it  and  advertised  it.  All  the  chil- 
dren in  the  town  came  to  the  theatre, 
were  admitted,  and  were  thrilled  by  the 
show.  Mr.  Nolan’s  thrill  came  later — 
in  the  form  of  a summons.  The  case  has 
not  yet  been  adjudged.  There  have  been 
several  remands  at  $10  a time,  and,  mean- 
while Mr.  Nolan  has  received  another 
summons  for  admitting  children  to  view 
“Five  of  a Kind,”  the  film  about  the 
Dionne  Quintuplets. 

“What  am  I to  do?”  he  asks.  “If  I re- 
fuse to  admit  the  children  I offend  their 
parents,  who  are  my  patrons,  and  I lose 
revenue  which  is  necessary  if  I am  to 
keep  the  theatre  open.  If  I exclude  the 
children  altogether,  their  parents  will  take 
them  to  Ottawa  and  will  not  come  to  my 
theatre,  and  I might  then  just  as  well 
shut  up  shop.” 

Mr.  Nolan  has  received  evidence  of  the 
benefit  a well-conducted  theatre  is  to 
a small  town.  Since  taking  it  over  he  has 
made  a practice  of  circularizing  the  far- 
mers of  the  district  regularly.  As  a re- 
sult, instead  of  going  through  the  little 
town  to  Ottawa,  as  they  used  to  do,  they 
stop  in  Aylmer,  visit  the  theatre,  and  do 
their  shopping  in  the  town,  to  the  de- 
light and  benefit  of  the  local  merchants. 

Mr.  Nolan,  whose  case  is  typical  of  that 
of  many  other  proprietors  of  small  town 
theatres  in  this  province,  thus  is  a public 
benefactor.  What  does  he  get  in  return? 
A batch  of  summonses  which  oblige  him 
to  be  on  hand  every  second  Friday  in 
order  to  hear  his  case  remanded. 

“Recently,”  he  related  with  a smile — 
for  a notable  characteristic  of  this  young 
man  is  that  he  can  smile  despite  his 
troubles — “I  told  the  sheriff,  ‘Next  time 
you  have  a summons  for  me,  telephone  me, 
and  I’ll  come  and  get  it  and  save  $11 
mileage  costs’.”  The  sheriff  obligingly  did 
so,  and  Mr.  Nolan  motored  down  to  the 


— which  was  one  point  which  had  been 
half  expected  because  of  the  flurry  with 
miniature  film  shows  during  the  past 
year. 

Intimation  has  been  forthcoming  that 
the  annual  report  of  the  Theatres  Inspec- 
tion Branch  of  the  Treasury  Department 
will  be  tabled  in  the  legislature  on  April  3, 
following  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  at 
the  end  of  March.  This  report  will  con- 
tain details  of  the  work  of  the  Ontario 
Board  of  Moving  Picture  Censors  but  this 
is  not  expected  to  be  startling  because  the 
Board  has  condemned  outright  only  one 
feature  during  the  past  two  yeai’s. 

The  itinerant  show  situation  has  tapered 
off  sharply,  hence  there  is  little  legisla- 
tive concern  in  this  direction.  Warning 
has  been  issued  from  the  Ontario  Mar- 
shal’s office  that  owners  of  public  halls 
may  find  themselves  with  “no  insurance” 
if  picture  shows  are  permitted  in  such 
halls  without  an  endorsement  of  the  policy 
giving  the  authority  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany for  such  events.  At  the  same  time, 
some  public  hall  owners  have  been  re- 
quired to  pay  the  licensed  theatre  insur- 
ance rate  which  is  40  per  cent  higher  than 
the  cost  of  insurance  for  an  ordinary  hall. 

In  Saskatchewan,  the  legislature  has  ap- 
proved an  amendment  to  the  Cinemato- 
graph Act,  sponsored  by  Provincial  Secre- 
tary E.  M.  Culliton,  to  provide  for  the 
censoring  of  16mm  films,  except  those 
used  exclusively  in  schools  and  churches. 

Incidentally,  the  Standard  License  Con- 
tract has  put  an  end  to  the  use  of  35mm 
films  in  itinerant  shows  because  of  the 
clause  which  provides  that  a theatre  must 
be  equipped  with  a permanently  installed 
projection  machine  and  a complete  sound 
system  permanently  fixed  in  the  structure. 
Thus  35mm  film  cannot  be  booked  under 
contract  except  for  a recognized  place  of 
amusement  and  licensed  as  such. 


Starred  in  "Cupid" 

Hollywood — “Cupid  Goes  to  Press,”  now 
in  work  at  20th-Pox,  stars  Sonja  Henie 
and  Tyrone  Power,  with  Sidney  Lanfield 
directing  for  Producer  Gene  Markey. 


A GN  Story  Buy 

Hollywood — “Seven  Miles  Fi'om  Alca- 
traz,” a story  by  Joseph  Carole,  has  been 
purchased  by  Grand  National. 


courthouse  and  collected  the  summons, 
thus  saving  money  to  pay  his  fine. 

The  Boxoffice  correspondent  had  a 
suggestion  which,  unfortunately,  Mr.  No- 
lan did  not  think  feasible.  It  was  that 
the  townspeople  who  appreciate  the  the- 
atre so  much — especially  the  parents  and 
the  merchants — ought  to  raise  a fund  to 
indemnify  him,  if  he  is  forced  to  break 
the  law  by  admitting  their  children  at 
their  request  and  under  strong  local  pres- 
sure. 

Perhaps  a word  in  the  right  quarter 
might  inspire  the  citizens  to  show  their 
gratitude  in  this  or  some  other  tangible 
manner. 


Where  the  Juvenile  Ban  Pinches 

By  ROY  CARMICHAEL 
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National  Film  Board  Bill  Is 


Explained  by  W.  D.  Euler 


Ottawa — Called  upon  to  explain  his  bill 
before  the  Canadian  House  of  Commons 
to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a Na- 
tional Film  Board,  Hon.  W.  D.  Euler, 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  an- 
nounced that  the  chairman  of  the  pro- 
posed commission  would  be  himself  and 
the  personnel  would  consist  of  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  Cabinet,  three  civil 
servants  and  three  other  persons  repre- 
senting the  film  industry  in  the  dominion, 
none  of  whom  would  receive  a salary  for 
their  work  in  connection  with  the  board. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  would  be  one 
executive  officer  on  the  board  who  would 
be  on  a salary  basis. 

Regarding  the  activities  of  the  board. 
Hon.  Mr.  Euler  declared  that,  for  the 
present,  the  functions  would  not  have  a 
broad  aspect  but  one  of  the  first  duties 
would  be  to  conduct  a survey  of  the  pro- 
duction and  exhibition  facilities  in  Can- 
ada, with  a view  to  defining  the  scope  of 
the  commission.  The  latter  would  under- 
take to  eliminate  overlapping  of  film  pro- 
duction work  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  dominion  government  and  the  pro- 
gram would  include  the  making  of  moving 
pictures  of  national  nature  for  release  in 
Canada  and  elsewhere. 

No  indication  has  been  given  regarding 
the  identity  of  appointment  to  the  pro- 
posed board  which  had  been  suggested 
originally  by  John  Grierson  of  London, 
England,  after  a brief  survey  of  Canada. 
Grierson  being  prominently  associated 
with  the  production  of  documentary  films 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 


Got  Their  Titles 


Winnipeg  — Herman  Shawn,  who  has 
been  managing  the  Times  while  it  played 
a foreign  film  policy,  adds  an  instance  to 
the  lengthy  list  subscribed  to  by  all  show- 
men that  the  life  of  an  exhibitor  is  not 
an  easy  one.  Some  time  ago  Shawn  ad- 
vertised the  coming  of  the  French  film 
“The  Golem.”  This  film,  he  told  his  pa- 
trons, would  be  equipped  with  English  sub- 
titles. At  the  last  moment  he  learned 
that  the  only  print  available  did  not  carry 
subtitles.  Since  he  had  promised  a trans- 
lation to  his  clientele  who  find  their  en- 
joyment of  films  heightened  through  this 
means  to  a fuller  understanding,  Shawn 
set  to  work  to  supply  subtitles.  After  36 
hours  steady  work,  with  the  aid  of  a dia- 
logue sheet,  he  was  able  to  fulfil  his 
promise.  Titles  were  typed  out  and 
flashed  on  the  screen  by  means  of  slides. 
Through  a fairly  close  synchronizat.on  t.ie 
continuity  of  the  film  was  made  evident. 
Patrons  were  pleased.  So  was  Shawn  . . . 
and  very  tired. 


Screen  "Ballerina" 

Toronto — Harry  J.  Allen,  general  man- 
ager of  Grand  National  Films,  Ltd., 
launched  the  exploitation  for  the  Cana- 
dian release  of  the  French  film  “Balle- 
rina” with  a private  screening  for  To- 
ronto newspaper  and  magazine  critics  and 
dancing  specialists. 


O If  ¥ 


Dominion's  Film 
Activities  Hit 


Ottawa  — Criticism  of  the  Canadian 
government  in  its  film  activities  was  voiced 
by  J.  Earl  Lawson,  member  of  Parliament 
for  South  York  and  sitting  on  the  opposi- 
tion side  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Ot- 
tawa, in  a speech  before  that  body  when 
he  declared  he  saw  no  reason  for  the 
government  to  bring  some  one  from  Great 
Britain  to  make  a trip  across  Canada  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  film  possibilities 
when  there  were  so  many  competent  men 
in  the  dominion.  He  was  referring  to 
John  Grierson  of  the  Film  Advisory  Coun- 
cil, London,  England,  who  recently  visited 
Canada. 

Lawson  said  that  if  the  provinces  want- 
ed scenic  pictures  of  their  own  area,  they 
could  very  well  produce  them  at  their 
own  expense  as  it  was  purely  a provincial 
matter.  He  suggested  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment could  avoid  considerable  expense 
by  making  only  16mm  pictures  which 
could  be  projected  in  halls  and  schools. 

Hon.  H.  H.  Stevens,  member  for  Koote- 
nay East  and  former  minister  of  trade  and 
commerce  in  the  previous  government, 
followed  with  the  declaration  that  the  mo- 
tion picture  vote  during  his  regime  had 
been  $50,000  per  year  but  last  year  it  was 
$88,000  and  now  the  government  wanted 
$150,000.  Stevens  declared  that  F.  C. 
Badgley,  director  of  the  government’s  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau,  was  doing  fine  work 
and  there  was  no  need  for  expansion. 

Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  present  minister  of 
trade  and  commerce,  defended  the  opera- 
tion of  the  government’s  bureau,  declar- 
ing it  was  as  well  equipped  as  any  Holly- 
wood laboratory.  A larger  financial  grant 
would  not  lead  to  extravagant  expenses, 
was  his  assurance. 


^HE  late  Mrs.  F.  A.  L.  Hunter,  mother 

of  J.  L.  Hunter,  veteran  Canadian  film 
exchange  official,  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Robinson  Lyon,  pioneer  of  Ottawa, 
for  whom  Lyon  Street  in  the  Canadian 
Capital  was  named.  Mrs.  Hunter,  who  had 
been  in  ill  health  for  some  weeks,  was 
well  known  in  the  Ottawa  district,  her 
father  being  the  operator  of  the  stage 
coach  between  Ottawa  and  Arnprior  be- 
fore the  building  of  the  first  railroad,  and 
the  remains  were  interred  at  Arnprior  un- 
der the  direction  of  J.  L.  Hunter  who  has 
been  with  Canadian  Paramount  for  years. 

A visitor  in  Ottawa  was  Jack  Chisholm 
of  Associated  Screen  News  who  was  check- 
ing up  on  requirements  of  the  Canadian 
government  for  the  approaching  tour  of 
the  British  Monarchs. 

Gordon  Beavis,  former  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Capitol  at  Peterboro,  a Fam- 
ous Players’  theatre,  has  been  promoted 
to  be  manager  of  the  Royal  Theatre,  North 
Bay,  Ont. 

Lloyd  C.  Mills,  new  manager  of  the 
Elgin  Theatre,  opened  the  Canadian  pre- 
miere of  “Stagecoach"  with  a smash  ex- 
ploitation campaign  and  the  results  at 
the  door  were  excellent. 

For  the  week’s  engagement  of  “Moon- 


light Sonata”  at  the  Regent,  Manager 
Angelo  Stevens  presented  a dozen  or  more 
of  Ottawa’s  pianists  of  both  sexes  in 
miniature  recitals  on  the  stage  of  the  the- 
atre once  each  afternoon  and  evening, 
getting  nice  audience  response. 

Visiting  in  Canada  is  A.  M.  Crawley,  a 
graduate  of  Oxford,  who  has  been  identi- 
fied ivith  the  British  film  mdustry  for 
three  years.  Apart  from  studio  technical 
work,  Crawley  spent  some  time  in  Egypt, 
Palestine  and  Syria  when  he  shot  more 
than  100,000  feet  of  film  for  scenic  and 
biblical  releases. 

Following  the  campaign  of  the  Legion 
of  Decency  with  respect  to  pictures,  a 
drive  has  been  instituted  by  the  Catholic 
Youth  Union  across  Canada  for  the  boy- 
cotting of  questionable  magazines  and 
other  literature.  John  H.  Mclninch  of 
Ottawa  is  the  executive  secretary. 

Jan  Pawlica,  consul-general  of  Poland 
to  Canada,  and  Mrs.  Pawlica,  with  attend- 
ants, were  present  at  a private  screening 
of  “Moonlight  Sonata,”  featuring  Ignace 
Paderewski,  former  premier  of  Poland. 

Hazel  Franklin,  juvenile  skater  of  Holly- 
wood productions,  was  a star  of  the  Minto 
Skating  Club  Ice  Follies  at  the  Ottawa 
Auditorium  for  a two-day  engagement. 


Scots  Hot  Over  Film  Turn 
Down  at  New  York  Fair 

Montreal — Scotsmen  are  up  in  arms  be- 
cause films  made  by  an  official  Scottish 
committee  have  been  turned  down  for 
presentation  in  the  British  Pavilion  at 
the  New  York  World  Fair. 

This  was  revealed  in  the  Daily  Mail  by 
John  Grierson,  a member  of  the  films  for 
Scotland  committee. 

“It  has  been  put  to  them”  said  Grierson 
“that  we  have  been  making  a picture  of 
our  functioning  democracy,  of  those  eco- 
nomic and  social  problems  which  are  to- 
day common  to  mankind  the  world  over, 
and  of  our  Scottish  efforts  to  grapple  with 
them. 

“The  chairman  of  the  British  council 
committee,  Philip  Guedalla,  has  replied 
that  Scottish  achievements  in  economic 
and  social  reconstruction  did  not  seem 
to  him  large  enough  nor  important  enough 
to  include  in  Britain’s  official  picture.” 

If  the  films  were  not  shown  in  the 
British  Pavilion,  said  Grierson  they  would 
be  shown  in  the  American  pavilion,  for  he 
had  a warm  invitation  to  send  them. 


Grinde  Directs  "Legs" 

Hollywood — “Million  Dollar  Legs,”  with 
Betty  Grable,  will  be  directed  by  Nick 
Grinde  at  Paramount. 
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That's  what  you  II 
say  when  you 
see  it! 


Here’s  the  finest  movie  sound  in 
the  world — created  by  RCA  Pho- 
tophone engineers  for  you!  And 
you  don’t  have  to  take  our  word 
for  it— just  ask  anyone  who’s  seen 
it — or,  better  yet,  see  it  yourself! 

It  assures  constant  film  speed 
by  adding  the  ingenious  new 
Shock-Proof  Drive  as  a "partner” 
for  the  great  Rotary  Stabilizer. 
It  offers  new  styling . . . new  con- 


venience...new  protection. ..new 
added  reserve  power! 

And  that’s  not  all!  Look  at  the 
many  other  features  at  right!  Add 
them  all  up  and  they  mean  sound 
such  as  you  never  before  have 
been  able  to  present  to  your 
audiences!  The  kind  of  sound 
that  spells  the  biggest  box-office 
ever!  Get  full  details  from  the 
nearest  branch  of 


New  Magic  Voice  of  the  Screen 
— designed  for  theatres  of  every 
size — is  the  only  movie  sound 
equipment  that  offers  all  these 
features! 

1.  Pusli-pull  adaptability 

2.  High  frequency  cellular  speakers 
;5.  Large  size,  low  frequency  speakers 
1.  Kinergen<  y stand-by 

5.  Tube  testing-  meter 
«.  Pre-foi  used  exciter  lamps 
7.  Pront  wall  volume  control 
H.  Accessibility 

fl.  Simplified  inner  apparatus  oiling 

10.  Economical  operation 

11.  Low  cost  maintenance — liberal 
service 

12.  Easy  payment  plan 


Dominion  Sound  Equipments 
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^ORD  spread  rapidly  along  Toronto’s 
Filmrow  when  N.  L.  Nathanson,  presi- 
dent of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp., 
returned  home  after  a winter’s  stay  at 
Miami  with  Mrs.  Nathanson  and  his  son, 
Paul,  who  is  vice-president  of  Empire- 
Universal  Films,  Ltd. 

A visitor  from  the  Far  West  was  the 
veteran  Calgary  exhibitor,  J.  B.  Barron, 
who  ivas  making  his  annual  appearance 
in  person  at  tKe  various  film  headquar- 
ters. He  expressed  the  view  business  will 
improve  in  the  near  future,  now  that  war 
rumors  are  disappearing. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Distributors  of  Canada,  is 
headed  for  Winnipeg  to  make  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  Film  Exchange  Building  which 
was  erected  in  1937. 

After  returning  from  a business  tour 
of  the  Prairie  Provinces.  L.  M.  Devaney, 
general  manager  of  Radio  Pictures  Corp. 
of  Canada.  Ltd.,  traveled  east  to  size  up 
latest  developments  in  Montreal. 

Harry  Price,  general  manager  of  Su- 
perior Films,  Ltd.,  is  expected  back  from 
Florida  around  the  end  of  April  but  be- 
fore he  sees  Toronto  he  expects  to  line  up 
considerable  product  of  the  1939-40  sea- 
son. A.  J.  Laurie,  general  sales  manager 
of  Empire-Universal,  could  not  get  away 
for  his  Florida  vacation  until  March  9, 

B.  E.  Norrish  of  Montreal,  managing  di- 
rector of  Associated  Screen  News,  Ltd., 
has  been  in  Toronto  for  several  days  on  a 
periodic  visit  to  consult  with  officials  of 
the  local  ASN  office. 

Gordon  Harvey,  formerly  with  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox, has  been  appointed  sales  repre- 
sentative of  Colonial  Pictures,  Ltd,,  the 
newest  independent  film  exchange  in 
Toronto, 

Clarence  Robson,  eastern  Canadian  su- 
pervisor of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.,  has  been  ailing  since  his  return 
from  a 'southern  holiday  and  had  to  call 
off  a trip  to  the  Maritimes. 

E.  H.  Wells,  secretary  of  the  Toronto 
Film  Board  of  Trade,  made  the  round  of 
the  exchange  offices  to  demonstrate  the 
latest  approved  type  of  film  reels. 

The  work  of  Manager  Jack  Arthur  of 
the  Uptown  Theatre  as  stage  manager  of 
the  annual  Toronto  Skating  Club  carnival 
in  Maple  Leaf  Gardens  helped  greatly  to 
make  it  the  big  success  for  the  run  of  five 
nights. 

J.  J.  Paul,  former  manager  of  the  Elgin, 
Ottawa,  was  in  Toronto  to  get  organized 
for  the  erection  of  a new  independent 
house  in  Welland,  Ont, 

D.  Main  is  getting  out  a monthly  ex- 
ploitation bulletin  for  theatre  managers  in 
the  Associated  chain,  outlining  the  high 
spots  in  current  campaigns. 

C.  Mavety,  headman  of  the  film  de- 
livery service,  is  back  from  a long  holiday 
in  Arizona  where  he  took  in  all  the  big 
ranches. 

One  man  who  could  not  be  off  his  feet 


for  a day  has  held  a spell  of  the  flu  at  last. 
This  is  Capt.  Leonard  Howe  who  has 
played  ‘‘The  Man  They  Could  Not  Hang” 
all  over  the  North  American  continent  for 
more  than  20  years. 

J.  O,  Scott,  prominent  independent,  has 
organized  a film  booking  syndicate  for 
half  a dozen  theatres,  including  his  own 
Weston  Theatre  at  Weston,  the  Lasalle 
at  Kirkland  Lake,  Riviera  at  Prescott,  Col- 
lege at  Brantford  and  the  Strand  at  Tim- 
mins, 

‘‘Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  has  not 
yet  been  examined  by  the  Ontario  board 
of  censors.  “Devil’s  Island”  has  already 
been  released  and  “Blackwell’s  Island” 
has  been  approved  in  Ontario  with  a cou- 
ple of  minor  cuts. 

An  echo  of  the  past  was  heard  on  the 
radio  in  an  instrumental  selection  by  Mrs. 
C.  Lennox  who  once  was  under  the  spot- 
light as  directress  of  the  pit  orchestra  at 
the  Belsize  Theatre,  Toronto,  a suburban 
FP  unit. 

Pat  Greenlees,  old-time  showman  who 
has  operated  the  Princess  Theatre  at 
Woodstock,  Ont.,  for  years,  has  installed 
a CTR  sound  system. 

Manager  Jack  Purves  of  the  Village 
Theatre  drew  commendation  from  patrons 
by  publishing  the  complete  list  of  Toronto 
and  district  winners  in  the  Movie  Quiz 
Contest  in  Picture  Patter,  his  theatre 
house  organ.  Incidentally,  he  secured 
good  business  with  an  extended  engage- 
ment of  “Moonlight  Sonata”  for  four  days 
— and  not  on  a double  bill. 

Out-of-towners  who  braved  the  cold 
and  bucked  the  snow  to  make  film  ex- 
change calls  included  Sherman  Kirby  of 
the  Capitol,  Paris;  L.  Vickary,  Princess, 
Orillia,  and  Leonard  Lush  of  the  Berford 
at  Wiarton. 

Manager  Tommy  Daley  of  the  Toronto 
Imperial,  which  seats  over  3,400,  found  the 
theatre  hardly  big  enough  for  the  matinee 
crowds  to  see  “The  Little  Princess.” 
“Gunga  Din”  went  into  the  Uptown  after 
three  weeks  of  “The  Mikado”  while 
“Trade  Winds”  followed  “Pygmalion” 
which  played  similar  time  at  Toronto 
Loew’s. 


Little  Space  to 
Movie  Quiz 

Toronto — Canadian  newspapers  de- 
voted little  space  to  the  outcome  of 
the  Movie  Quiz  contest,  with  compara- 
tively few  publishing  the  Canadian 
prizewinning  list  because  the  official 
announcements  were  made  exclusive- 
ly from  the  stages  of  theatres. 

One  newspaper  to  make  brief  refer- 
ence to  the  successful  contestants  on 
its  editorial  page  was  the  Globe  and 
Mail  of  Toronto,  which  printed  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

"Winners  of  the  great  movie  contest 
will  no  doubt  be  disappointed  to  find 
that  their  services  are  not  in  great  de- 
mand as  newspaper  critics  of  the 
screen." 


Famous  Players  Win 
In  a Damage  Suit 

Toronto — After  a four-day  hearing  of 
the  suit  by  H.  W.  Phelan  of  Toronto 
against  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp. 
for  damages  for  alleged  misrepresentation 
in  the  exchange  of  shares  in  1930  for 
common  stock  of  Paramount  Publix  Corp., 
New  York,  in  which  he  sought  $25,625  as 
representing  alleged  pecuniary  loss  in  the 
transaction.  Justice  Urquhart  in  the  non- 
jury session  of  the  supreme  court  of  On- 
tario, dismissed  the  action  with  costs 
against  plaintiff  on  the  ground  that  there 
were  no  grounds  for  the  claim  of  fraud 
or  deceit. 

Famous  Players,  which  did  not  call  any 
witnesses,  declared  through  its  lawyer,  J. 
M.  Bullen,  K.  C.,  that  the  letters  and  cir- 
culars in  connection  with  the  exchange 
of  five  shares  of  FP  common  for  four  of 
Paramount-Publix  stock  had  been  issued 
in  good  faith  and  that  Phelan  had  the 
opportunity  to  use  his  own  judgment  in 
the  matter.  The  company  also  denied  it 
was  associated  with  Paramount-Publix  and 
declared  it  was  not  liable  in  law  for  state- 
ments contained  in  the  letters  to  share- 
holders. 

Phelan  contended  he  had  been  induced 
to  trade  his  shares  through  the  letters 
which  did  not  represent  the  true  position 
of  Paramount-Publix  and  asked  to  be  re- 
imbursed to  the  extent  named  or  that  his 
625  shares  of  P-P  be  reinstated  on  the 
records  of  Famous  Players.  He  admitted 
that  he  had  made  a further  purchase  of 
Paramount  stock  in  1933,  the  year  in 
which  the  New  York  company  had  gone 
into  liquidation. 

Hon.  A.  W.  Roebuck,  K.  C.,  former  at- 
torney-general of  Ontario  and  once  presi- 
dent of  the  Famous-Players  Minority 
Shareholders  Ass’n,  put  the  following 
question  to  the  plaintiff,  his  client: 

“Had  you  known  that  the  directors  of 
the  now  bankrupt  company  had  paid 
themselves  a $5,000,000  bonus  would  you 
have  taken  the  stock?” 

“No,”  replied  Phelan,  “I  relied  on  the 
letters.”  Phelan  denied  he  was  a gambler. 

After  the  lawyers  had  summed  up  their 
arguments.  Justice  Urquhart  found  that, 
even  if  the  plaintiff’s  case  could  be  sus- 
tained, his  loss  would  not  have  been  more 
than  $4,500  but  there  were  no  grounds,  he 
decided,  for  the  claim  of  misrepresenta- 
tion. 


Report  Eligible  Voters 

Montreal — Electrolux  Corp.  has  in- 
formed the  Montreal  Stock  Exchange  that 
shareholders  of  record  March  10  will  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  corporation’s  an- 
nual meeting  which  has  been  fixed  for 
April  27  next. 


Masters  Returns  to  Toronto 

Toronto — Haskell  M.  Masters,  general 
manager  of  United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd., 
here,  has  returned  from  Brookline,  Mass., 
where  he  attended  funeral  services  for  his 
mother,  who  was  killed  in  an  auto  acci- 
dent in  Miami. 
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'Pygmalion'  Preview 
For  Saint  John 

Saint  John — “Pygmalion”  is  to  have  a 
special  opening  night  at  the  Capitol  here 
similar  to  the  procedure  at  some  of  the 
larger  Canadian  centers.  On  March  29 
there  will  be  just  the  one  evening  per- 
formance, beginning  at  8:30,  at  regular 
all-adult  prices.  Accessory  program  ma- 
terial will  be  shown  along  with  the  fea- 
ture. This  will  be  followed  by  the  grind 
routine  on  the  next  three  days. 

The  “local  premiere”  or  preview  idea, 
while  seeming  to  be  an  innovation  of  re- 
cent years,  is  in  reality  only  a modifica- 
tion of  what  the  Capitol  did  in  the  silent 
days  when  a major  attraction  was  secured 
at  a high  rental.  The  house  had  a special 
scale  of  prices  which  not  only  marked  the 
feature  as  something  extraordinary  but 
conveyed  a practical  impression  of  the 
money  risk  entailed  in  bringing  the  story 
to  the  screen,  taking  into  account  all  un- 
foreseen exhibiting  drawbacks,  as  ad- 
verse weather,  keen  opposition  and  so  on. 

Whether  these  scattered  full-evening 
previews  in  Canada  are  a straw  that  in- 
dicates a change  of  the  breeze  in  presenta- 
tion of  screen  entertainment  along  the 
lines  of  the  legitimate  stage  remains  to 
be  seen.  At  present  it  is  an  exDerim  nt, 
and  Saint  John  has  never  lagged  in  try- 
ing out  the  innovations  of  the  game.  Un- 
der the  Keith-Albee  management  from 
1907  to  1929,  Manager  Walter  H.  Gold- 
ing and  the  Capitol  staff  handled  all  the 
advances  in  the  evolution  of  the  game, 
including  the  human-voice  talkies  behind 
a transparent  screen,  the  first  Edison 
talkies  vhth  the  wax  cylinders,  and  the 
sound  of  today  from  its  earliest  stages, 
using  symphony  orchestra  and  Wurlitzer 
organ  in  the  past  with  a mixed  policy  of 
vaudeville  and  pictures,  and  accommo- 
dating all  the  major  roadshows  that  of- 
fered. 


Film  Plans  lor  Royal 
Tour  Up  lor  Approval 

Ottawa — Complete  plans  for  film  cover- 
age of  the  Canadian  tour  of  Their  Ma- 
jesties King  George  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, opening  with  the  arrival  of  H.  M.  S. 
Repulse  off  Father  Point  in  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  M.  King,  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  for  his  approval,  fol- 
lowing which  the  details  will  be  officially 
announced  for  the  guidance  of  film  pro- 
ducing companies  and  newscameramen. 

The  course  to  be  followed  has  been 
drawn  up  by  Capt.  P.  C.  Badgley,  M.  C., 
director  of  the  Canadian  Government  Mo- 
tion Picture  Bureau,  Ottawa,  under  whose 
control  has  been  placed  all  arrangements 
for  the  making  of  a film  record  of  the 
Royal  tour  with  the  exception  of  the  per- 
iod during  which  the  British  Monarchs 
will  visit  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  New 
York  City.  It  is  understood  that  the  Cana- 
dian plan  will  be  submitted  to  the  U.  S. 
government,  through  official  channels,  for 
the  suggested  guidance  of  U.  S.  officials. 


Register  Technicians 
For  Emergencies 

Ottawa- — The  Department  oi  National 
Defense  here  is  engaged  in  a wide 
registrotion  of  the  personnel  of  tech- 
nical services  in  all  industries  and 
businesses  as  a militory  preparation 
in  the  event  of  a national  emergency 
so  that  qualified  technicians  would  be 
assigned  to  appropriate  duties  to  as- 
sist in  the  defense  of  the  Empire.  Em- 
ployes of  film  laboratories,  photo- 
grophic  specialists  and  projectionists 
are  included  under  the  generol  head- 
ing of  technical  services,  and  are  being 
osked  to  fill  out  registration  forms. 


WIlfMMIPlIECr 

gTHEL  BARRYMORE  will  appear  here  cn 
the  stage  of  the  Orpheum  on  April  28 
when  she  will  present  three  performances 
of  “Whiteoaks  of  Jalna,”  the  play  by  the 
Canadian  author,  Mazo  de  la  Roche  . . . 
Eddie  Newman  of  the  Lyceum  has  been 
tying  up  his  films  with  a good  deal  of 
success.  Publicizing  “Fisherman’s  Wharf,” 
Newman  addressed  a letter  in  Italian  to 
the  Italians  of  the  city.  In  addition  40,000 
heralds  were  distributed.  The  staff  at  the 
Lyceum  are  decked  out  in  sailor  costumes 
this  week  getting  in  a few  advance  plugs 
for  “Pacific  Liner”  which  plays  the  house 
next  week. 

With  the  departure  of  H.  B.  Shawn  for 
Toronto  this  week,  the  Times  Theatre 
goes  back  to  regular  films  leaving  the  for- 
eign film  policy  . . . The  numerous  friends 
of  Harry  Woolfe,  manager  for  RKO  in 
Winnipeg,  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  his 
daughter,  Diane,  is  making  a splendid  re- 
covery following  a recent  grave  illness. 
Mrs.  Woolfe  and  Diane  are  expected  back 
here  soon,  returning  from  Montreal  where 
they  have  been  for  some  time. 

Exchange  and  theatre  staffs  have  been 
operating  under  difficulties  with  many 
absences  due  to  illness,  the  result  of  the 
flu  epidemic  which  is  prevalent  here.  The 
list  of  casualties  is  a lengthy  one  and  in- 
cludes: Dave  Griesdorf  of  United  Artists, 
who  is  in  the  hospital  although  well  on  the 
way  to  recovery;  H.  A.  Morton  of  the  Gar- 
rick, convalescing  at  home;  Sam  Swartz 
of  Superior  Films,  who  has  just  returned 
to  work  after  being  laid  up  for  several 
days;  Don  Gauld,  supervisor  of  Western 
Theatres,  Ltd.;  Dave  Brickman  of  Para- 
mount, who  is  now  back  on  the  job. 

J.  Coval,  manager  for  Warners  at  Van- 
couver, stopped  off  here  on  his  way  to  the 
convention  in  New  York  City.  Also  going 
to  the  convention  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou 
Geller  of  Calgary  and  Gordon  Simmons, 
manager  of  the  Winnipeg  office,  and 
Percy  Cohen,  salesman  out  of  the  Winni- 
peg office. 

J.  Miles,  president  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  has  returned  from  Miami  Beach  . . . 
Prank  Willis  of  the  Metropolitan  is  an- 
other who  is  on  the  sick  list  . . . Man- 
ager Harold  Bishop  of  the  Capitol  an- 
nounces that  his  house  will  soon  be 
equipped  with  the  latest  type  RCA  High 
Fidelity  sound  equipment. 


Daylight  Saving  in 
Eastern  Canada 

Ottawa — Whether  the  exhibitors  like  it 
or  not,  cities  and  towns  of  eastern  Can- 
ada are  going  to  have  daylight  saving  this 
year  but  it  will  be  one  week  less  than  in 
1938.  This  is  the  decision  of  the  Rail- 
way Ass’n  of  Canada  which  has  assumed 
a governing  attitude  in  the  matter  in  con- 
junction with  the  Federal  Board  of  Ti’ans- 
port  Commissioners,  Ottawa,  to  which  it 
has  sent  notice  that  summer  timetables 
will  go  into  effect  Sunday,  April  30,  and 
will  continue  until  Sunday,  September  24. 

Similar  notification  has  been  sent  to 
the  interested  municipalities  with  the 
recommendation  that  daylight  saving  be 
adopted  simultaneously  so  that  clocks  and 
train  schedules  will  be  changed  on  the 
same  dates. 

Theatre  companies  readily  admit  pat- 
ronage is  visibly  affected  at  the  moment 
that  summer  time  becomes  effective  but 
protests  have  brought  the  defensive  argu- 
ment that  stock  exchanges  in  Ontario 
and  Quebec  must  observe  the  same  hours 
as  the  New  York  Stock  Exchanges  be- 
cause they  all  deal  in  the  same  issues,  the 
railways  follow  suit  and  urban  munici- 
palities take  the  cue  from  the  railroads. 
The  Association  of  Rural  Municipalities 
have  petitioned  the  dominion  government 
to  abolish  daylight  saving  but  the  request 
has  been  filed  despite  continued  com- 
plaints from  rural  residents  and  organiza- 
tions representing  mothers  and  school 
boards. 

Hamilton  and  London,  Ont.,  are  the 
largest  cities  in  eastern  Canada  which  do 
not  observe  daylight  saving  time  but  there 
is  a move  in  Hamilton  to  change  the 
clocks  this  year  for  the  first  time  since 
the  war  because  of  the  proximity  of  that 
city  to  various  centers  which  observe  sum- 
mer time.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
not  one  city  in  the  four  western  provinces 
goes  in  for  daylight  saving.  Several  years 
ago  Regina,  Sask.,  tried  it  for  one  season 
but  quickly  went  back  to  standard  time. 
Out  west  they  say  that  “natural  time”  is 
good  enough. 

For  some  time  Montreal  would  not  touch 
daylight  saving  for  religious  reasons  but 
large  employers  of  labor  accepted  it  with- 
in their  own  industries  and  eventually  it 
was  adopted  throughout  the  municipality. 
One  difficulty  has  presented  itself  in  that 
the  cities  of  northern  Ontario  and  in  a 
few  other  isolated  locations  have  daylight 
saving  only  in  June,  July  and  August  and 
inconvenience  is  caused  to  the  traveling 
public. 


Metro  Pacts  Weidler 

Hollywood — Virginia  Weidler,  juvenile 
actress,  has  been  given  an  extended  con- 
tract at  Metro. 


J.  M.  RICE  & CO. 

Canada  Buildingr  — Winnipeg 
Distributors  for  DUO  SOUNDMASTEK 
Sound  Heads  — Amplifiers  — Two  Way  Horn 
Systems 

Tlie  GOLDEN  VOICE  of  the  SILVER  SCREEN 
All  Other  Theatre  and  Projection  Equipment 
and  Supplies 
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The  Maritimes  Help 
Mason  Celebrate 

New  Glasgow,  N.  S. — The  last  few  days 
have  been  eventful  for  Mayor  N.  W. 
Mason.  On  March  6 he  opened  his  re- 
modeled and  redecorated  Roseland  to  a 
Maritime-wide  fanfare  of  press  publicity, 
and  on  March  12  he  celebrated  his  75th 
birthday,  when  again  he  was  the  recipient 
of  congratulations  from  all  over  the 
Dominion. 

Mayor  Mason  has  occupied  his  present 
civic  position  more  than  once  and  has 
done  much  for  the  community,  and  his, 
popularity  was  reflected  in  the  tributes 
to  him  on  these  two  occasions.  Ushers 
presented  him  with  bouquets  on  behalf  of 
Charles  Curran.  Dominion  Sound  Equip- 
ment manager,  Halifax;  J.  N.  Kenney, 
contractor,  and  the  New  Glasgow  Evenmg 
News,  and  Mr.  Mason  replied  suitably. 
Crowds  packed  the  theatre  for  the  open- 
ing. Harry  Murray,  former  manager  of 
the  Roseland  and  Westville’s  Roxy,  pre- 
sided. Among  branch  office  men  present 
were  A.  E.  Smith  and  “Bill”  Guss  of 
Regal.  “Gerry”  Hoyt  and  Edward  Cox  of 
Empire-Universal.  J.  Lieberman  of  Mari- 
time and  Sam  Jacobs  of  Eastern.  Among 
exhibitors  were  A.  J.  Mason,  Springhill, 
president  of  the  Nova  Scotian  theatre- 
men’s  organization,  and  Mayor  Frank 
Sobey  of  Stellarton,  who  runs  the  Jubilee 
in  that  town  and  the  Roxy  in  Westville. 
Accompanying  him  was  House  Manager 
Henry  McNeil  of  the  Jubilee. 

A novel  salute  was  tendered  the  Rose- 
land by  radio  station  CFCY  at  Charlotte- 


'^glLL”  GUSS  of  Regal  brings  back  to 
Saint  John  this  item  about  the  newly 
redecoi’ated  Roseland  in  New  Glasgow, 
N.  S.:  While  the  construction  work  was 
going  on,  a horse  wandered  into  the  maze 
of  staging  and  concrete  and  was  prompt- 
ly shooed  away.  Later  the  workmen  found 
that  the  “visitor”  had  lost  a horseshoe 
right  there  in  the  Roseland.  Although 
Veteran  Theatreman  N.  W.  Mason  is  not 
superstitious,  he  accepted  it  as  a good 
luck  omen,  had  the  shoe  gold-plated  and 
hung  it  over  the  boxoffice. 

Several  exhibitors  went  to  Saint  John 
early  this  week  to  see  the  Maritime  cham- 
pionship hockey  final  and  do  some  book- 
ing at  the  same  time  . . . "Les”  Sprague 
back  in  Saint  John  after  his  leap-for-life 
to  escape  from  the  Queen  Hotel  fire  in 
Halifax  . . . Incideritally , government  in- 
vestigation into  this  blaze,  in  which  28 
lives  were  lost,  has  focused  favorable 
comment  on  the  fire-prevention  setup  of 
the  Maritime  theatres,  with  their  safety 
equipment  and  their  regular  inspections 
by  the  Maritime  Film  Board  of  Trade. 

A series  of  newspaper  articles  on  Royal 
visits  of  previous  decades  has  been  writ- 
ten for  the  Saint  John  press  by  Walter 
H.  Golding  of  the  Capitol  . . . .F.  W.  Win- 
ter of  the  Capitol  and  Empress,  Moncton, 
has  gone  south  for  a vacation  visit  . . . 


town,  P.  E.  I. — in  another  province  alto- 
gether. Congratulating  N.  W.  Mason  and 
his  staff  and  informing  listeners  about 
the  forthcoming  opening.  Program  Direc- 
tor L.  A.  MacDonald  termed  the  broad- 
cast “a  salute  from  one  form  of  show 
business  to  another.”  Music  played 
throughout  emphasized  the  Roseland, 
with  each  song  including  the  word  Rose 
somewhere  in  the  title. 

As  in  the  Roseland  opening,  “Sweet- 
hearts” was  the  inaugural  feature  for  D. 
P.  MacDonald’s  modern  new  Vogue  The- 
ati-e,  Sydney,  which  opened  a few  days 
previously.  Film  men  who  inspected  the 
house  characterized  it  as  “a  credit  to  one 
of  the  most  progressive  cities  in  the  Mari- 
times.” Its  manager  is  Frank  Gallop, 
formerly  of  MacDonald’s  other  theatre, 
the  Capitol.  His  assistant,  Everett  Vail, 
now  becomes  Capitol  manager.  Branch 
office  men  who  visited  Sydney  during 
opening  week  included  P.  J.  Hogan,  Para- 
mount; A.  E.  Smith  and  “Bill”  Guss, 
Regal,  and  Charles  Chaplin,  UA. 

"Pygmalion"  One  Day  at 
Loew's,  London,  Ont 

Toronto  — Second  Canadian  run  of 
“Pygmalion”  opened  at  Loew’s  Theatre, 
London,  Ont.,  with  one  evening  perform- 
ance on  March  16,  all  seats  being  reserved 
for  this  presentation  at  the  top  admission 
price  of  40  cents. 

This  was  also  done  at  the  Canadian  pre- 
miere at  Toronto  Loew’s  where  the  pro- 
duction completed  a three  weeks’  engage- 
ment. 


Kent-Lang  Teamed 

Hollywood — Robert  Kent  and  June 
Lang  are  teamed  in  “For  Love  or  Money,” 
which  A1  Rogell  is  directing  at  Universal. 


“Herb”  Wisener  of  the  Capitol,  Pictou, 
is  back  at  his  desk  after  an  attack  of  the 
’flu. 

Miss  Laura  McGouey,  Regal  cashier,  re- 
signing to  marry,  was  hoywred  at  a staff 
gathering  . . . ‘‘Bill”  Guss  of  Regal  sounds 
like  an  oldish  man  on  paper,  because  he 
was  the  original  president  for  five  years 
of  the  Saint  John  Vocational  School 
Alumyii  arid  is  the  ‘‘father”  of  the  big 
school’s  oratorical  contests,  held  annually, 
the  1939  assembly  bebig  conducted  just 
the  other  evening.  Actually  Bill  is  still  a 
young  man  and  a bachelor  . . . Myer  Her- 
schorn,  Halifax,  of  the  Franklin  and  Her- 
schorn  circuit,  has  been  a visitor  in  Saint 
John.  The  Saint  John  Mayfair,  one  of  his 
houses,  has  been  fitted  out  with  new 
modern  lighting  fixtures  and  new  carpets. 

Theatres  of  Halifax  and  Dartmouth 
awarded  a de  luxe  Pontiac  sedan  in  a big 
contest  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the 
Movie  Quiz.  Mary  C.  Kennedy,  a steno, 
won  it  ...  E.  A.  Whelpley,  RKO  branch 
manager,  is  back  in  Saint  John  after  at- 
tending a Montreal  and  Saint  John 
regional  conference  at  the  Canadian 
metropolis  in  connection  with  the  George 
Schaefer  drive.  Among  those  there  were 
Leo  Devaney,  general  manager  for  Can- 
ada; Walter  Branson  and  Harry  Michal- 
son.  New  York  office  representatives. 


Vine  TO  Kill  A 

^^HEN  Managers  C.  Denham,  J.  M.  Rob- 
ertson and  M.  Prieswerck  of  the  Do- 
minion, Capitol  and  Atlas  theatres,  an- 
nounced two  Victoria  winners  in  the  big 
Movie  Quiz  contest  they  were  greeted  with 
loud  cheers  from  the  patrons.  The  Vic- 
toria winners  were  Ralph  Fromsen  and 
Mrs.  M.  Derbyshire,  and  although  neither 
of  them  were  in  attendance  when  the  win- 
ners were  armoimced,  Mrs.  Fromsen,  wife 
of  the  winner,  was  in  the  Atlas  Theatre 
and  was  presented  with  a voucher  for  $10. 

R.  Calladine  of  the  Plaza  is  spending  a 
few  weeks  in  southern  California.  During 
his  absence  J.  Armstrong  is  managing  the 
theatre. 

Authentic  relics  of  Jesse  James,  loaned 
by  Alderman  McTavish  of  Victoria,  were 
displayed  in  the  Capitol  Theatre  lobby 
during  and  prior  to  the  showing  of  “Jesse 
James.”  Tliey  included  a cartridge,  a gold 
watch  chain  which  belonged  to  Jesse 
James,  a picture  of  his  house,  and  a 
Western  Union  Telegram  which  was  sent 
to  him. 

In  connection  with  the  showing  of  “Scrti 
of  Frankenstein”  the  Dominion  Theatre 
had  a very  effective  lobby  display  which 
was  afterwards  broken  up  and  transferred 
to  the  windows  of  several  local  stores. 

A very  heavy  exploitation  campaign  is 
being  planned  by  the  management  of  the 
Capitol  'Theatre  for  the  showing  of  “Gunga 
Din.” 

B.  Bottom  has  replaced  Vincent  Tierney 
on  the  staff  of  the  Dominion  Theatre. 
Tierney  has  taken  a post  with  a local 
wholesale  firm. 

John  Hunter  and  Haskell 
Masters  Lose  Mothers 

Toronto  — The  Canadian  film  colony 
has  been  bereft  by  the  passing  of  the 
mothers  of  two  film  exchange  executives 
to  whom  were  extended  the  kind  remem- 
brances of  many  officials  in  a pronounced 
wave  of  sympathy. 

One  was  Mrs.  Florence  A.  L.  Hunter, 
74,  mother  of  John  L.  Hunter  who  has 
been  Ontario  branch  manager  of  Para- 
mount Film  Service,  Ltd.,  here  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Hunter  died  after  a short  ill- 
ness at  the  home  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Griggs,  a 
daughter,  in  Walkerville,  Ont.,  the  re- 
mains being  removed  to  Toronto  for 
burial  from  Hunter’s  residence.  Other 
immediate  survivors  are  Mrs.  C.  C.  Bailey 
in  England  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Ballantjoie 
of  St.  Marys,  Ont. 

The  death  has  been  recorded  of  the 
mother  of  Haskell  M.  Masters,  general 
manager  of  United  Artists  Corp.,  Ltd., 
Toronto,  which  occurred  with  shocking 
suddenness  in  an  automobile  accident  at 
Miami,  Fla.  Masters  was  located  at  Win- 
nipeg, Man.,  during  the  course  of  a busi- 
ness trip  through  western  Canada  and 
proceeded  to  Brookline,  Mass.,  where  in- 
terment took  place.  Masters  returned 
here  March  13. 
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Interest  in  Ottawa  for 
Showing  of  "Mamlock" 

Ottawa — Of  special  interest  is  the  plan 
for  the  presentation  here  of  “Professor 
Mamlock,”  Soviet  feature  dealing  with 
conditions  in  Germany.  The  picture  has 
been  booked  into  the  Somerset  Theatre 
for  Easter  Week  with  a special  reserved 
seat  performance  on  the  opening  night  for 
which  the  admission  price  will  be  boosted 
to  $1. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  the  spe- 
cial arrangement,  one  being  that  the  fea- 
ture has  been  banned  for  showing  in  Que- 
bec under  a blanket  ruling  of  the  Quebec 
government — and  Ottawa  is  just  across  the 
river  from  Hull,  Aylmer,  Gatineau  Point 
and  other  centers  in  Quebec,  the  resi- 
dents of  which  will  have  no  other  oppor- 
tunity to  see  the  picture.  Another  factor 
is  that  the  Dominion  Parliament  is  in  ses- 
sion and  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Commons  will  be  invited  to  at- 
tend a performance.  Incidentally,  one  of 
the  outstanding  Jewish  workers  in  Can- 
ada is  A.  J.  Preiman,  a leading  merchant 
of  Ottawa. 

“Professor  Mamlock”  played  two  weeks 
at  the  Strand  Theatre,  Toronto,  for  its 
Canadian  premiere  after  which  it  was 
sent  to  Winnipeg,  Man.,  where  it  has 
played  for  three  weeks.  Local  aiTange- 
ments  for  the  Ottawa  run  at  the  Somerset 
Theatre  are  in  the  hands  of  Manager 
Morris  Berlin.  In  recent  weeks  he  has 
played  “The  Singing  Blacksmith”  and 
“Dybbuk”  under  special  auspices. 


Capt  W.  A.  Orr  Named 
To  Advisory  Position 

Toronto — Capt.  W.  A.  Orr,  for  many 
years  director  of  the  motion  picture  bu- 
reau of  the  Ontario  government,  has  been 
appointed  supervisor  for  northern  On- 
tario of  the  reorganized  department  of 
municipal  affairs  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity  on  civic  problems  of  administra- 
tion and  financing. 

The  Provincial  Motion  Picture  Bureau 
was  once  an  active  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment and  produced  scores  of  films  deal- 
ing with  agricultural,  industrial,  touring, 
fishing  and  scenic  subjects  and  operating 
a large  studio  at  Trenton,  Ont.  The  Bu- 
reau was  abolished  by  Premier  M.  F.  Hep- 
burn during  an  economy  wave  and  the 
studio  property  was  donated  to  Trenton 
for  use  as  a gymnasium  and  community 
center. 

Considerable  notoriety  was  gained  for 
the  Trenton  establishment  some  ten  years 
ago  when  a private  promoter  produced  a 
Canadian  feature,  “Carry  On,  Sergeant,” 
in  this  studio,  the  picture  being  months 
in  the  making.  After  a premiere  in  a 
Toronto  downtown  theatre  which  aroused 
much  curiosity,  the  feature,  which  was  a 
silent  film,  faded  from  the  scene  with 
repercussions,  although  the  claim  was 
made  that  the  introduction  of  sound  pic- 
tures injured  the  prospective  value  of 
“Carry  On,  Sergeant.” 

The  Ontario  government  was  one  of  the 
first  to  engage  in  film  production  for 
propaganda  purposes  but  hasn’t  made  a 
picture  for  many  months. 


gOB  McEWAN,  Star  Theatre,  is  off  for 
Victoria,  an  entrant  in  the  Pacific  Coast 
annual  open  amateur  golf  tournament. 
Both  Bob  and  his  brother,  George,  of  the 
Music  Box,  rank  high  among  the  local 
golfers  and  the  former  is  expected  to  bring 
home  some  silver.  In  addition  to  this  par- 
ticipation in  his  favorite  sport,  this  trip 
marks  the  first  vacation  Bob  has  taken  in 
three  years. 

Charlie  Ramage  is  off  this  week  to  at- 
tend the  annual  sales  convention  of  M-G-M 
to  be  held  at  the  Palmer  House  in  Chicago, 
on  the  19th,  20th  and  21st  of  this  month. 

Maynard  Joiner,  Capitol  Theatre,  is  do- 
ing some  heavy  thinking,  and  planning, 
in  preparation  for  the  presentation  of 
“Pygmalion,”  which  is  due  in  the  near 
future.  In  view  of  the  outstanding  char- 
acter of  this  film,  its  exploitation  is  a 
delicate  undertaking  for  which,  however, 
Maynard  is  quite  equal. 

There  is  a persistent  rumor  of  a new 
theatre  to  be  built  in  Esquimault.  This 
is  being  tracked  down  by  the  equipment 
agents,  who  could  do  with  a little  more 
business. 

Archie  Calladine,  Rio  Theatre,  is  plan- 
ning a leisurely  motor  trip  to  southern 
California  with  his  wife.  The  start  is  to 
be  made  early  next  month  with  a return 
date  unset. 

Jack  Cooperband  has  rechristened  his 
theatre,  the  Fairview,  which  will  now  be 
known  as  the  Roxy.  As  Jack  doesn’t  stop 
at  half  measures,  he  now  intends  to  raise 
the  price  of  admission. 

“Cafe  Society”  had  its  preview  at  the 
Kerrisdale  Theatre  last  week  and  started 
its  first  run  at  the  Orpheum  on  the  10th. 
Someone  dubbed  it  “La  Comedie  Screw- 
balle,”  and  the  local  comments  label  it 
as  an  effective  mental  “pick-me-up.” 

Amy  Scrivens  has  seized  upon  that  idea 
of  encouraging  histrionic  aspirants  by 
periodically  giving  over  the  stage  of  the 
Stanley  to  amateur  dramatic  associations. 

Filmrow,  collectively,  is  sharpening  pen- 

Common  Stock  Payment 
By  Famous  Players 

Toronto — The  return  of  President  N.  L. 
Nathanson  of  Famous  Players  Canadian 
Corp.  here  following  his  winter’s  stay  in 
Florida,  led  immediately  to  the  announce- 
ment of  a dividend  of  25  cents  on  each 
share  of  outstanding  common  stock  of  the 
company  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
payable  to  stockholders  of  record  March  21. 

Thomas  J.  Bragg,  secretary-treasurer 
of  FP,  declared  business  at  the  theatres 
across  Canada  had  held  up  well  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1939,  with  only 
an  occasional  weak  spot  in  isolated  loca- 
tions, despite  a cold  winter  and  consider- 
able snow  along  with  an  epidemic  of  in- 
fluenza. Current  business  compared 
favorably  with  that  during  the  similar 
period  of  1938,  he  declared,  and  there  was 
reason  for  optimism,  present  indications 
pointing  to  good  returns. 


cils  and  clearing  desks,  in  anticipation  of 
the  spring  booking  rush. 

Buddy  Rogers  and  his  band  has  bee?i 
here  at  the  Beacon,  delighting  audiences 
with  his  foot-itching  melody.  When  Buddy, 
erstivhile  America’s  ‘‘Boy  Friend,”  was 
asked  if  he  had  quit  the  screen,  he  grmned, 
‘‘I  guess  it  has  quit  me.” 

“Gunga  Din”  is  drawing  capacity  audi- 
ences at  the  Capitol  and  is  in  its  second 
week  . . . Babe  Coval  was  in  New  York  for 
the  Warner  convention. 

Recent  visitors  to  Revelstoke  comment 
enthusiastically  on  the  results  of  the  efforts 
by  Warren  Cooper  to  provide  the  audiences 
there  with  an  up-to-date  place  of  enter- 
tainment which  ranks  high  among  interior 
houses. 

Wolfe  Cohen,  WB’s  Canadian  general 
manager,  and  Haskell  Masters,  UA’s  Cana- 
dian general  manager,  have  gone  to  To- 
ronto. 

Howard  Boothe  of  the  Dunbar  Theatre 
was  among  those  paying  last  respects  to 
the  late  Charles  Webster,  for  many  years 
publicity  manager  of  Vancouver.  Boothe 
spent  several  years  with  Webster  in  the 
automobile  branch  of  the  publicity  office. 

A.  C.  Blaine  is  rated  among  the  most 
progressive  exhibitors  in  the  interior,  with 
both  of  his  houses,  the  Star  in  Cranbrook 
and  the  Orpheum  in  Kimberly,  equipped 
with  the  latest  in  sight  and  sound. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  pinch-hitting  for  Sam 
Nagler  while  the  latter  attended  to  out- 
side UA  business,  flew  east  . . . G.  G.  Baiss 
of  the  Capitol  Theatre,  Duncan,  was  in 
toivn  again. 

Jack  Cooperband  is  going  right  ahead 
with  things  at  his  Roxy  Theatre.  He 
has  taken  a partner  with  wide  experience 
in  projection  who  will  handle  that  end  of 
the  theatre.  Next,  he  has  put  a new  front 
on  the  house  and  a new  floor  inside,  be- 
sides reseating.  He  now  contemplates  a 
general  rehabilitation  of  sight  and  sound 
equipment. 

Voting  Trust  Agreement 
On  FP  Stock  Expires 

Montreal — ^Voting  trust  agreement  cov- 
ering 189,000  shares  of  the  common  stock 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  ex- 
pired March  6.  The  voting  trust  certifi- 
cates will  be  replaced  by  common  shares 
having  full  voting  power.  Approximately 
94  per  cent  of  the  406,524  no  par  value 
common  shares  outstanding  is  held  by 
Paramount  Pictures,  New  York. 

In  April,  1930,  Paramount  Publix  Corp. 
(now  Paramount  Pictures)  offered  to  ex- 
change four  shares  of  its  stock  for  five 
shares  of  Famous  Players.  The  offer  was 
accepted  by  a majority  of  the  Canadian 
common  shareholders  and  approximately 
94  per  cent  of  the  stock  was  exchanged. 

A voting  trusteeship  was  created,  com- 
posed of  N.  L.  Nathanson,  president  and 
general  manager  of  Famous  Players,  I. 
W.  Killam  and  Adolph  Zukor. 
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J^ENT  has  not  prevented  “Gunga  Din”  at 
the  Palace  becoming  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  successes  of  tne  season. 
Originally  booked  for  two  weeks  only,  the 
run  has  been  extended  for  a third  week. 
It  will  be  followed  by  the  20th-Fox  pro- 
duction of  “The  Little  Princess,”  starring 
Shirley  Temple. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  quiet  spell  in 
Montreal.  William  Elman,  province  of 
Quebec  manager  for  Columbia  and  M.  Is- 
man,  Warner’s  district  manager,  have  been 
in  Quebec  signing  up  business.  Isman 
also  attended  Warner’s  sales  convention 
in  New  York. 

W.  Karp,  former  operator  of  the  Broad- 
way, Montreal,  again  has  taken  it  on  lease 
from  the  new  proprietor,  D.  Duclos,  who 
had  renamed  it  the  Classic.  It  is  under- 
stood that  Karp  will  restore  the  old  name 
“Broadway.” 

Reda  Caire,  Parisian  film  star,  astound- 
ed his  feminine  admirers  during  the  per- 
formance of  “La  Veuve  Joyeuse"  at  the 
Monument  National,  by  the  brilliance  and 
audacity  of  the  silken  costumes  of  Rus- 
sian design  which  he  wore  in  his  role  of 
Danilo.  Caire,  who  has  starred  at  all  the 
leading  Parisian  music  halls,  has  just 
completed  a third  film  and  was  present 
at  the  St.  Denis  Theatre  at  the  first  show- 
ing in  Canada  of  his  second  picture, 
“Prince  de  Mon  Coeur.”  His  first  film  was 
“Si  Tu  Reviens,”  and  the  one  just  com- 
pleted is  “Vous  Seule  Que  J’Aime.”  Caire 
will  broadcast  from  New  York  before  re- 
turning to  Paris. 

One  of  London’s  leading  film  critics. 
Samuel  R.  Littlewood,  has  been  chosen 
adjudicator  of  the  Dominion  Drama  Fes- 
tival finals  at  London,  Ont.,  April  10-15. 
Dean  of  English  dramatic  critics,  he  was 
drama  and  film  critic  for  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  the  Daily  Chronicle,  the  Morning 
Post  and  other  publications,  and  has  pub- 
lished several  books  on  the  theatre. 

Montreal’s  Film  Bowling  League  will 
present  cups  to  the  winning  teams  and  it 
is  likely  that  a banquet  will  herald  the 
close  of  the  season.  The  league’s  execu- 
tive is  composed  of  A.  Jeffrey  of  United 
Artists,  president;  John  Barter,  treasurer; 
Miss  Mildred  Dowbiggin,  secretary,  and 
John  Casey,  publicity  agent.  Some  of  the 
teams  have  rung  in  dark  horses  with  a 
view  to  capturing  three  games,  with  names 
such  as  Ray  Palmer,  Warner’s  and  Leo 
Choquette  of  Waterloo  and  Farnham  the- 
atres, bowling  for  Columbia.  Scores — High 
singles  (Men):  M.  Isman,  Warner’s,  167; 
high  three,  M.  Brown,  Paramount,  387. 
High  singles  (Ladies) ; Miss  A.  Chouinard, 
20th-Fox,  142;  high  three.  Miss  A.  Whelan, 
Consolidated,  278.  Later:  High  single,  T. 
Dowbiggin,  Paramount,  171;  high  three. 
Herb  Matters,  Empire,  427. 

Approaching  advent  of  “Pygmalion,”  the 
film  version  of  George  Bernard  Shaw’s 
famous  play,  brought  out  the  fact  that  a 
Montreal  fan  possesses  a copy  of  Every- 
body’s Magazine  of  November,  1914,  which 
contains  the  first  published  rendering  of 
the  play.  The  magazine  has  passed 
through  many  hands  in  the  past  few 


weeks  and  the  owner  is  mourning  the  fact 
that  it  is  now  bereft  of  its  cover. 

Capitol  Theatre,  Montreal  and  Capitol 
Theatre,  Winnipeg,  both  Famous  Players 
houses,  are  installing  RCA  equipment  sup- 
plied by  Dominion  Sound.  The  Metro  The- 
atre, Toronto,  operated  by  Emmanuel 
Stein,  which  will  open  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  also  is  being  equipped  with  RCA. 

We  are  asked  to  give  the  following 
bowling  note;  “Tom  Cleary  of  Consoli- 
dated is  ahead  of  the  boys  in  bowling,  as 
he  is  sufficient  of  an  acrobat  to  be  able 
to  bowl  strikes  sitting  down.” 

Filmrow  visitors:  J.  Adelson,  Roxy,  St. 
Agathe;  J.  Duhamel,  Passe  Temps,  Mon- 
treal; P.  Cardinal,  Roxy,  Montreal;  O. 
Thuot,  Imperial,  St.  John’s;  A.  Nolon,  Pix, 
Aylmer;  W.  Karp,  Broadway,  Montreal; 
B.  Salamis,  Laval,  Montreal. 

Haskell  Masters,  Canadian  manager  of 
United  Artists,  is  receiving  condolences  on 
the  death  of  his  mother,  killed  by  an  auto- 
mobile in  Miami,  Fla. 

How  the  films  enter  every  phase  of  the 
news  tvas  illustrated  by  a headline  in 
Montreal  Herald:  “Stockyards  Bull  No 
Km  of  Disney’s  Ferdinand."  The  story 
was  that  of  a vicious  bull  which  unlike 
the  docile  Disney  creation,  attacked  an 
innocent  pedestrian  passing  the  Montreal 
Stockyard,  gored  and  injured  him  to  such 
an  extend  that  he  is  claiming  $11,000  dam- 
ages. 

Greatest  newsreel  shot  of  the  year,  if 
the  event  takes  place,  will  be  the  meet- 
ing in  Toronto  of  the  King  and  Queen 
and  the  five  little  Canadian  princesses — 
the  Dionne  Quintuplets.  Ontario  govern- 
ment has  announced  its  willingness  to 
take  the  Quints  and  their  parents  in  a 
special  train  from  Callander  to  Toronto, 
but  Dionne  pere  is  undecided  as  to  whe- 
ther to  permit  them  to  go  and  has  passed 
the  buck  to  their  mother.  So  far,  although 
Attorney-General  Nixon  offers  to  bet  they 
will  go,  the  Dionnes  have  not  officially 
accepted  the  invitation. 


Nelson  Scott  of  Montreal 
Going  Far  in  Pictures 

Montreal — Another  Canadian  has  in- 
vaded Hollywood  and  hopes  to  repeat  the 
success  enjoyed  by  other  Canadians  who 
have  established  themselves  in  the  cellu- 
loid colony.  The  latest  instance  is  that  of 
Nelson  Scott,  son  of  W.  N.  Scott,  formerly 
of  Montreal.  Scott  went  to  California 
about  two  years  ago.  Nelson  evinced  the- 
atrical interest,  and  before  he  could  reaUze 
it,  he  was  in  pictures. 

He  played  the  part  of  the  “commissioner” 
in  the  eminently  successful  production, 
“Boys  Town,”  with  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Mickey  Rooney.  He  is  now  imder  contract 
to  Universal  Pictures  and  currently  ap- 
pears in  the  “Spirit  of  Culver,”  being  fea- 
tm-ed  in  this  film  with  Freddie  Bartholo- 
mew and  Jackie  Cooper. 


Canadian  Television 
Is  Held  for  State 

Ottawa — “The  policy  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corp.,  while  doing  nothing 
to  impede  scientific  research,  is  to  retain 
for  the  state  the  franchise  for  television. 
After  consultation  with  the  British  Broad- 
casting Co.  and  with  officials  of  Ameri- 
can radio  stations,  we  felt  it  was  the  part 
of  wisdom  for  Canada,  enjoying  as  it  does 
a favorable  position  between  two  rich 
English-speaking  civilizations,  to  found  its 
policy  for  the  moment  upon  the  determi- 
nation to  reap  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ence of  the  United  States  and  of  England 
rather  than  to  share  the  costs  of  their 
experiments.” 

This  was  the  declaration  of  policy  by 
Leonard  W.  Brockington,  K.  C.,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Cana- 
dian Broadcasting  Corp.,  at  a session  of 
the  radio  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  which  he  intimated  that  tele- 
vision was  a project  which  could  be  con- 
sidered as  a matter  of  the  distant  future 
for  the  Dominion.  N.  L.  Nathanson,  presi- 
dent of  Famous  Piayers  Canadian  Corp.,  is 
a member  of  the  CBC  board  of  governors. 

“Even  in  terms  of  giving  a service  in 
one  or  two  of  the  great  metropolitan  cen- 
ters, television  would  be  at  present  a 
formidable  financial  enterprise.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  it  is  not  economically  feasible 
in  Canada  at  the  moment,”  Mr.  Brocking- 
ton declared. 

“I  understand,  for  instance,  that  the  sale 
of  television  sets  in  Great  Britain  has  been 
very  disappointing.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  vice-president  of  the  National  Broad- 
casting Corp.  told  me  in  New  York  the 
other  day,  after  I had  looked  at  the 
televising  of  one  of  the  films,  ‘The  March 
of  Time,’  that,  in  his  view  at  the  present 
time  and  in  the  view  of  the  company, 
television  probably  constituted  the  great- 
est advertising  and  propaganda  medium 
in  the  world.  The  picture  I saw,  for  in- 
stance. was  a picture  to  build  up  Mr. 
Roosevelt,  in  which  you  saw  him  deliver- 
ing an  address  and  in  which  interviews 
were  had  with  taxicab  drivers,  workers  in 
factories  and  people  of  that  kind  through- 
out the  capital,  saying  what  they  thought 
of  Mr.  Roosevelt.  I must  say  that,  sitting 
in  the  darkness  of  the  room,  seeing  the 
features  of  that  mobile  face  and  listening 
to  all  the  delightful  accents  of  his  voice, 
the  whole  picture  did  seem  to  me  to  be 
one  of  strong  propaganda  for  Mr.  Roose- 
velt. Unless  moving  picture  film  can  be 
made  available  cheaply  for  use  as  tele- 
vision broadcast  material,  the  cost  of  sup- 
plying daily  programs  with  live  talent  will 
be  highly  expensive.” 


Dominion  Sound  Equips 
Two  New  Theatres 

Montreal — Two  theatres  which  opened 
recently  are  the  Vogue,  Sydney,  Cape  Bre- 
ton Island,  which  has  been  supplied  with 
Mirrophonic  equipment  by  Dominion 
Sound,  and  the  Garden  Tlieatre,  Toronto, 
fitted  by  the  same  company  with  RCA 
sound  equipment. 
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EDWARD  M.  FAY, 
Owner, 

Pays-Majestic-Carltm 
Theatres, 
Providence,  R.  1. 


/ IT  ACTUAIJLX- 

■HAPPFN]Lfi-J[R 
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TRUE  STORIES  FROM  ALTEC  FILES 


System  Restored 
Day  A fter  Flood 
Hits  N.  E.  Theatre 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— "When  the  flood  and 
tidal  wave  of  last  September  hit  Providence, 
doing  untold  damage  to  theatres  here  in 
Providence,  our  Fays  Theatre  was  flooded  to 
an  average  of  twelve  feet  in  the  auditorium” 
declared  Edward  M.  Fay,  prominent  owner- 
exhibitor. 

"I  notified  A.  W.  Hyde,  our  local  Altec 
service  inspector,  that  some  DC  power 
would  be  available.  Although  the  flood  was 
still  raging,  Altec  rushed  equipment  by 
truck  from  Boston  and  from  New  York  by 
plane,  and  the  very  next  day,  Altec  had  set 
up  temporary  apparatus  and  notified  me 
that  the  system  was  ready  to  operate. 

"Since  the  flood,  other  services  that  Altec 
has  performed  have  paid  for  my  service 
agreements  for  some  time  to  come.” 


Let  the  Altec  service  inspector  tell  you,  with- 
out obligation  to  yourself,  what  Altec  service 
means  in  greater  protection  to  your  equipment, 
greater  freedom  from  worry  for  yourself.Write  to 

ALTEC 

250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 


Spotlight  on  Leo  Spitz 
Over  Racing  Turmoil 

Chicago — Leo  Spitz,  former  president  of 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  has  been  in  recent 
news  headlines  over  turmoil  arising  from 
the  horse  racing  situation  in  Illinois.  Spitz, 
who  is  chairman  of  the  state  racing  com- 
mission, is  the  target  in  a move  to  oust 
the  present  form  of  racing  authority  to 
institute  a board  of  three.  Whereas  the 
present  commission  serves  without  pay, 
the  proposed  board  members  would  re- 
ceive $2,500  a year. 

Gregory  Circuit  Booker 
Denies  Deal  Report 

Chicago — Though  a deal  is  definitely  re- 
ported in  the  air  between  the  Gregory 
Circuit  and  an  eastern  group,  the  Gregory 
offices  officially  have  denied  the  talk  has 
foundation  in  fact. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Gregory  Bros, 
from  the  city  on  vacations,  John  Doerr, 
head  booker,  made  the  denial.  He  added 
that  the  circuit  has  plans  for  the  acquisi- 
tion and  erection  of  several  more  theatres 
during  the  year. 


Favor  Neely  Bill 

Louisville — A resolution  favoring  pas- 
sage of  the  Neely  bill  has  been  adopted  by 
the  local  Better  Films  Council  and  a copy 
of  the  resolution  forwarded  to  the  author 
of  the  bill,  Senator  Matthew  Neely  of  West 
Virginia. 


Ohio  in  Attack  on 
Newsreel  Cuts 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Columbus,  Ohio — The  end  of  newsreel 
censorship  in  Ohio  appears  imminent  at 
this  session  of  the  state  legislature.  The 
projected  measure  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Independent  Theatre  Owners  of  Ohio. 

Now  pending  in  committee  is  House 
Bill  83,  known  as  the  Bixler  bill,  which 
would  abolish  the  censor  board  setup  now 
operated  as  a division  of  the  state  depart- 
ment of  education.  This  bill  is  conceded 
little  chance  for  passage  because  of  the 
loss  of  revenue  which  would  result. 

The  newsreel  exemption  is  expected  to 
be  offered  as  a substitute  bill  replacing  the 
Bixler  proposals  and  probably  will  receive 
favorable  action.  “March  of  Time”  would 
not  be  included  in  the  exemption. 

Originally  under  state  censorship,  the 
newsreels  once  before  were  dropped  from 
board  review  for  a two-year  period  but 
slipped  back  under  the  scissors  when  re- 
view fees  were  hiked  from  $2  to  $3.  Last 
year  the  board  reviewed  some  4,000  clips, 
made  only  two  deletions. 


East  in  April 

Hollywood  — James  Roosevelt,  vice- 
president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.  here 
from  New  York,  returns  east  the  first  week 
in  April. 


THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


"You're  afraid  to  go  to  war,  that  s all— and  it 
ain't  nothin'  to  be  ashamed  of.  The  man  that 
says  he's  not  afraid  to  face  gun-fire  is  a liar 
and  a fool." 


But  there  are  things  Americans  have  always 
been  afraid  of  — things  they've  hated  worse 
than  gun-fire  an'  one  of  them's  dictatorship." 


* MAN  OF  CONQUEST  * 

BICHARD  ilX  • Gail  Patrick  * Joan  Fontaine 

Edward  Ellis  • Cast  of  thousands!  • A Republic  Picture 
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— And  Still  More  Service 

"There  is  nothing  more  important  to  showmen  than  the  product  they  play 
and  how  it  fares  at  the  boxoifice." 

And  nobody  knows  the  value  of  that  product  better  than  the  exhibitors 
who  have  played  it.  Candid  is  the  comment  displayed  in  this  department,  which 
is  a revival  by  popular  request  of  a former  service  titled  "Boxoffice  Reports." 
Showman  speaks  to  showman  as  neighbor  to  neighbor,  and  they  all  profit  by  the 
interchange. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  title,  followed  by  company  abbreviations,  the  de- 
partment explains  itself  without  signs  or  symbols.  Address  communications  and 
requests  for  report  blanks  to  THE  EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BOXOFTTCE,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


A 

ALWAYS  GOODBYE  t20th-Fox) 

Extra  good  picture  that  pleased  100%. 
Barbara  Stanwyck  great  in  her  role.  Cesar 
Romero,  as  the  great  lover,  drew  plenty  of 
laughs.  Played  February  22.  Weather; 
Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  1,100.  Capacity  250. — 
L.  A.  Howsley,  Texan  Theatre,  Throck- 
morton, Tex. 

ALWAYS  IN  TROUBLE  (20th-Fox) 

Good,  and  business  better  than  average. 
Played  February  26-27.  Weather;  Fair. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 600.  Capacity:  568. — C.  E.  Nor- 
cross,  Tower  Theatre,  Seiling,  Okla. 

ANNABEL  TAKES  A TOUR  (RKO) 
Double  featured  this  with  “Arizona 
Legion.”  If  you  want  to  drive  away  busi- 
ness just  double  feature  these  two  to- 
gether and  see  the  walkouts.  Played  Feb- 
ruary 24-25.  Weather:  Cold.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population; 
1,500.  Capacity:  200. — Martin  Renner, 
Pastime  Theatre,  La  Porte  City,  Iowa. 

ARKANSAS  TRAVELER  (Para) 

A small-town  natural.  Drew  exception- 
ally well.  Played  February  17-18.  Weath- 
er; Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
and  rural  patronage.  Population:  600. 
Capacity;  300 — Mrs.  M.  H.  Robertson, 
Joyo  Theatre,  Coleridge,  Neb. 

ARKANSAS  TRAVELER  (Para) 

This  show  pleased  99%  of  my  custom- 
ers. Give  us  more  of  this  kind.  Played 
February  12-14.  Weather;  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Ca- 
pacity: 250. — Don  Landers,  Radio  Theatre, 
Harrisburg,  Ark. 

ARTISTS  AND  MODELS  ABROAD  (Para) 
This  was  no  statue  in  the  HaU  of  Fame, 
but  will  go  down  in  motion  picture  history 
as  just  a bust.  Played  February  13-14. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage. — Stanley  Spoehr  jr..  State 
Theatre,  Emmaus,  Penn. 

ANGELS  WITH  DIRTY  FACES  (FN) 

If  your  patronage  likes  this  type  of  pic- 
ture it  will  go  over  well.  Did  the  highest 
Sunday-Monday  business  on  record  here. 
The  plot  is  better  than  most  sermons. 
Played  February  5-6.  Weather:  Cold.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10;  25-10.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage.  Population:  1,200. — Lin- 
coln A.  Wood,  Park  Theatre,  South  Ber- 
wick, Me. 

B 

THE  BEACHCOMBER  (Para) 

It’s  O.  K.  if  your  patrons  like  Laugh- 
ton. Admission:  35-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population;  1,100.  Capacity:  250. — 
H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio  Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 


BILLY  THE  KID  RETURNS  (Rep) 

Good  western  spoiled  by  poor  print  with 
too  many  patches  and  important  dialogue 
missing.  Played  February  24-25.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population;  900.  Capacity:  228. 
— W.  Clark,  Palace  Theatre,  Fort  Cov- 
ington, N.  Y. 

BLONDIE  (Col) 

You’ll  like  this  one.  A dandy  start  for 
this  series.  Played  January  22-23.  Weath- 
er: Cold.  Admission:  25-20-10.  Small 
town  and  rural  patronage.  Population; 
1,600.  Capacity:  300. — F.  D.  Morris, 
Meade  Theatre,  Meade,  Kas. 

BOYS  TOWN  (M-G-M) 

Extra  good  business  and  believe  it  came 
as  near  pleasing  100%  as  a picture  can. 
Business  a little  under  “You  Can’t  Take 
It  With  You,”  but  it  pleased  more.  Played 
January  26-27.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage. — J. 
Foster  Bailey,  New  Theatre,  Coffeyville, 
Miss. 

BROTHER  RAT  (FN) 

Very  good  picture,  but  milked  dry  by 
previous  runs.  Played  February  11-12. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  30-15.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  700. — W.  Clark, 
Colonial  Theatre,  Waddington,  N.  Y. 

C 

CHARLIE  CHAN  IN  HONOLULU  (20th- 
Fox) 

Played  with  “Smiling  Along,”  it  did  not 
attract  enough  people  so  the  few  who  came 
were  more  or  less  lonesome  and  discour- 
aged in  the  theatre.  Played  February  14- 
15.  Weather:  Normal  winter.  Admission: 
35-15.  Rural  patronage. — C.  V.  Martina, 
Rialto  Theatre,  Albion,  N.  Y. 

THE  CITADEL  (M-G-M) 

Good  picture  but  very  over-rated.  Not 
very  good  for  small  town  patronage. 
Average  business.  Played  February  20-21. 
Weather:  Fair  and  cold.  Admission:  25-10. 
Population:  700. — Charles  F.  Dearman,  Fox 
Theatre,  SmithviUe,  Tenn. 

COME  ON,  RANGERS  (Rep) 

Roy  Rogers  is  a comer.  He  has  a swell 
screen  personality  and  sings  extra  well. 
Played  February  10-11.  Weather;  Good. 
Admission:  25-20-10.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — F.  D.  Morris,  Meade  The- 
atre, Meade,  Kas. 

COWBOY  AND  THE  LADY  (UA) 

Had  the  best  crowd  in  seven  weeks  in 
an  uproar.  The  small  town  audience  will 
come  in  droves  and  have  the  time  of  their 
lives.  Played  February  12-13.  Weather: 


Good.  Admission;  25-10.  Rural  and  small 
town  patronage.  Population;  8,000.  Ca- 
pacity: 500. — Miss  Jean  Nott,  Sutherland 
Theatre,  Sutherland,  la. 

COWBOY  AND  THE  LADY  (UA) 

A good  picture,  but  not  worth  the  per- 
centage asked.  Played  February  26-27. 
Weather:  Very  cold.  Admission:  35-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,100. 
Capacity:  250. — H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio  "The- 
atre, Meeker,  Colo. 

D 

DAWN  PATROL  (WB) 

Swell  action  picture  which  pleased  aU 
except  the  boxoffice.  The  weather  had 
something  to  do  with  it.  February  19-21. 
Weather:  Very  cold.  Admission;  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,500. 
Capacity:  200. — Martin  Renner,  Pastime 
Theatre,  La  Porte  City,  Iowa. 

DEVIL’S  ISLAND  (WB) 

Disappointed  in  this  picture  which  drew 
very  poor  business.  Played  February  25- 
26.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-15. 
Rural  patronage.  Population;  700 — W. 
Clark,  Colonial  Theatre,  Waddington, 
N.  Y. 

DOWN  IN  ARKANSAW  (Rep) 

Nothing  big  but  pleases.  Just  a hill 
country  story.  Did  a little  more  than  aver- 
age. Played  February  14-15.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  700.  Capacity:  200. — 
C.  Kelley,  Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

DRUMS  (UA) 

Beautiful  color;  this  type,  especially 
English-produced,  doesn’t  get  fUm  rental. 
Played  February  24.  Weather:  Fair  and 
cool.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  pat- 
ronage. Population:  2,600.  Capacity:  300. 
— H.  S.  Johnson,  Pal  Theatre,  Millen,  Ga. 

F 

FEUD  OF  THE  TRAIL  (SR) 

Yes,  “Feud”  is  the  correct  word,  and 
may  the  good  Lord  have  mercy  if  you 
play  it.  Played  February  23-25.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Suburban  rural 
patronage.  Population:  2,000.  Capacity: 
400. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand  Theatre, 
Littleton,  Colo. 

FIVE  OF  A KIND  (20th-Fox) 

Poor  but  it  drew  because  we  had  never 
played  the  Quints  before  and  the  novelty 
drew.  Won’t  do  it  again.  Played  February 
22-23.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10. 
Population:  700. — Charles  F.  Dearman,  Fox 
Theatre,  SmithviUe,  Tenn. 

FLIRTING  WITH  FATE  (M-G-M) 

One  more  like  this  and  even  Bank 
Night  wouldn’t  do  business.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 


It  Will  Be  a 
"Great  Help" 

"Glad  you  are  adding  this  to  BOX- 
OFFICE  because  it  will  be  a great 
help  to*  exhibitors  in  selecting  bigger 
and  better  pictures.  Perhaps  it  will 
keep  us  from  being  fooled  so  much. 
After  all,  the  exhibitor  knows  what  is 
in  a picture  after  he  has  played  it. 
Many  thanks." — CHARLES  F.  DEAR- 
MAN,  Fox  Theatre,  SmithviUe,  Ark. 
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1,900.  Capacity:  200. — Ruby  F.  Lee,  Cove 
Theatre,  Covington,  Ohio. 

FUGITIVES  FOR  A NIGHT  (RKO) 

A washout.  Nothing  to  it  and  if  used  at 
all  should  be  featured  with  something 
that  has  plenty  of  power  and  pull.  My 
mistake.  Played  February  21.  Weather: 
Bad.  Admission:  40-15.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  2,950.  Capacity:  480. — 
A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium  Theatre,  Em- 
porium, Pa. 

G 

GIRLS’  SCHOOL  (Col) 

This  started  to  chase  them  out  about 
a half  hour  after  the  show  started.  I 
should  have  paid  for  it  and  played  some- 
thing else.  Played  February  22-23.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Neighbor- 
hood patronage.  Population:  200. — J.  Bud- 
inoski.  Buttonwood  Theatre,  Buttonwood, 
Pa. 

THE  GLADIATOR  (Col) 

A howl  from  start  to  finish.  Some  of 
Joe’s  haven’t  been  so  hot,  but  this  one — 
swell.  Played  January  27-28.  Weather: 
Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  County  patron- 
age. Population:  1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert, 
Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

GOING  PLACES  (FN) 

Used  “Ferdinand  the  Bull”  but  business 
was  fair.  Picture  pretty  good.  Played 
February  16-17.  Weather:  Rain.  Admis- 
sion: 50-30-10.  Colored,  farm  and  city 
patronage.  Population:  6,000. — H.  B.  Ram, 
Patricia  Theatre,  Aiken,  S.  C. 

GREAT  WALTZ  (M-G-M) 

The  music  here  was  wonderful.  Even 
the  CCC  boys  kept  still  and  listened. 
Korjus  reminded  many  of  Mae  West.  Play- 
ed February  1-2.  Admission:  35-25.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,400.  Ca- 
pacity: 450.  Scott  Roberts,  Comique  The- 
atre, Camden,  Me. 

H 

HIGGINS  FAMILY  (Rep) 

Excellent  picture  which  drew  well  and 
pleased  all  against  the  strong  competition 
of  “Idiot’s  Delight.”  Played  February  5-6. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  900.  Capacity: 
228. — W.  Clark,  Palace  Theatre,  Fort  Cov- 
ington, N.  Y. 

I 

IDIOT’S  DELIGHT  (M-G-M) 

In  spite  of  about  average  business  at 
our  boxoffice,  patrons  expressed  dissatis- 
faction with  the  picture.  All  thought 
Shearer  was  miscast.  Obviously,  when  the 
spice  which  Lunt  and  Pontanne  injected 
into  the  play  was  removed  the  film  re- 
solved itself  into  a barren  skeleton  of  a 
turkey.  Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan 
patronage. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out-Wickenburg- 
Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg,  Ariz. 

IF  I WERE  KING  (Para) 

Splendid  production  but  did  not  get  any 
midweek  business.  Played  February  8-9. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 230. — A.  B.  Jefferis,  Piedmont  The- 
atre, Piedmont,  Mo. 

IF  I WERE  KING  (Para) 

As  far  as  small  towns  are  concerned  I 
guess  this  is  a flop.  Did  an  all-time  low 
here.  Acting  is  fine  but  apparently  above 
the  heads  of  our  average  audience.  Played 
January  29-30.  Weather:  Pair,  cold.  Ad- 
mission: 20-10;  25-10.  Small  town  and 
rural  patronage.  Population:  1,200. — Lin- 
coln A.  Wood,  Park  Theatre,  South  Ber- 
wick, Me. 

I 

JESSE  JAMES  (20th-Fox) 

Here’s  something  to  bring  back  Ameri- 
can faith  in  motion  pictures.  Zanuck 
again  hits  the  old  boxoffice  bell  right  on 


the  button.  It  is  all  any  theatre  could  ask 
of  any  film  company.  It  pleased  100  per 
cent  here  and  did  top  holdover  business. 
Really  swell  film  fare.  Played  February 
20-21-22.  Weather:  Warm,  rain.  Admis- 
sion: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion 3,800.  Capacity:  800. — Tom  McCas- 
key,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williamsburg, 
Va. 

JESSE  JAMES  (20th-Fox) 

Did  three  times  average  business  at 
boxoffice.  Some  patrons  thought  Tyrone 
Power  miscast.  Personally  (even  though 
I have  no  right  to  give  my  opinion  be- 
cause after  all  I don’t  pay  any  admission 
at  our  B.  O.)  I thought  he  fit  the  part 
like  a glove.  Wish  Hollywood  could  give 
us  a dozen  pictures  like  this  every  year 
that  would  do  as  well  at  the  boxoffice. 
Admission:  40-10.  Cosmopolitan  patron- 
age. Population:  527. — E.  A.  Stein,  Out- 
Wickenburg-Way  Theatre,  Wickenburg, 
Ariz. 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Pox) 
This  is  the  poorest  Temple  I ever  played. 
Pox  better  give  her  better  material  if  they 
expect  her  to  stay  on  top.  Played  February 
26-27.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 
Neighborhood  patronage.  Population:  200. 
— J.  Budjnoski,  Buttonwood  Theatre,  But- 
tonwood, Pa. 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Fox) 
Fully  up  to  Shirley  Temple’s  entertain- 
ment standard,  in  my  opinion.  No  kicks, 
but  it  failed  to  draw  as  well  as  some  of 
her  previous  pictures.  Reason  unknown. 
Played  February  5-6.  Weather:  Good. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 

Population:  800.  Capacity:  200. — F.  L. 
Clarke,  Cozy  Theatre,  Hazen,  Ark. 

K 

KENTUCKY  (20th-Fox) 

A grand  picture,  that  did  extra  good 


even  in  cold  and  rain.  Rural  patronage 
managed  to  see  this  Technicolor  produc- 
tion and  talked  more  business  for  us. 
Play  it  and  you’ll  be  glad  you  did.  Played 
February  23-24.  Weather:  Rain  and  cold. 
Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,400. — Wiley  Booth  jr..  Booth 
Theatre,  Wolfe  City,  Tex. 

KING  OF  THE  SIERRAS  (GN) 

Ought  never  been  made.  Our  patrons 
squirmed  around  in  their  seats  waiting  for 
the  second  feature — and  it  wasn’t  much 
better.  Showed  to  poorest  mid-week  busi- 
ness in  months.  Played  February  14-15. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-15-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  63,000. — J.  B. 
Stine,  Garfield  Theatre,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

KING  OF  THE  UNDERWORLD  (WB) 
How  enough  interest  in  these  gangster 
films  can  continue  to  justify  producers 
in  making  them  is  beyond  understanding. 
Although  there  were  few  people  to  see  it, 
this  film  was  fairly  entertaining.  I was 
lonesome,  but  not  bored.  Played  February 
17.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  40-30. 
General  patronage.  Population:  3,800. 
Capacity:  800. — Tom  McCaskey,  Williams- 
burg Theatre,  Williamsburg,  Va. 

L 

LAW  OF  THE  UNDERWORLD  (RKO) 
The  worst  gangster  picture  I ever  play- 
ed or  saw.  No  story,  no  direction,  no 
nothing — but  plenty  of  walkouts.  Played 
February  5.  Weather:  Fair.  Neighbor- 
hood patronage.  Population:  2,000,000. 
Capacity:  480.  Philip  L.  Hirsh,  Spruce 
Theatre,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

LISTEN,  DARLING  (M-G-M) 

A natural  for  us.  Almost  broke  our 
Friday  and  Saturday  record.  Pleased  even 
the  westem  fans  who  usually  get  a western 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Endorses  It 
100% 

"Success  and  best  wishes  to  your 
new  department,  'The  Exhibitor  Has 
His  Say.'  I,  for  one,  endorse  this  addi- 
tion 100  per  cent  and  look  forward  to 
reading  the  exhibitor  reports.  Please 
send  a goodly  supply  of  report  blanks." 
— PEARCE  PARKHURST,  manager 
State  Theatre,  Torrington,  Conn. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
on  these  days.  Played  February  17-18. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 230. — A.  B.  Jefferis,  Piedmont 
Theatre,  Piedmont,  Mo. 

M 

MAD  MISS  MANTON  (RKO) 

Good  picture.  Different  type  for  Stan- 
wyck. Business  poor.  Played  February  12- 
13.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  Population:  600.  Ca- 
pacity: 568. — C.  E.  Norcross,  Tower  The- 
atre, Soiling,  Okla. 

MAN  TO  REMEMBER,  A (RKO) 

A wonderfully  fine  picture;  remarkably 
well  done.  The  best  thing  we  have  had  in 
its  class  since  “Sweepings.”  However,  few 
people  desire  to  pay  admission  to  a pic- 
ture show  in  order  to  shed  tears.  Popu- 
lation: 1,200.  Capacity:  500. — D.  S.  Ash- 
man, Mines  'Theatre,  Idaho  Springs,  Colo. 

MAN  TO  REMEMBER,  A (RKO) 

The  surprise  “sleeper”  of  the  year.  El- 
lis magnificent.  Patrons  cried,  operator 
cried,  I cried.  Played  February  21-23. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Capacity: 
250. — H.  H.  Thomas,  DeLuxe  Theatre, 
Kingsley,  la. 

MEN  WITH  WINGS  (Para) 

Did  only  our  average  Sunday-Monday 
business.  Most  of  the  women  did  not 
care  for  the  picture.  Played  February 

19- 20.  Weather:  Snow,  fair.  Admission: 

20- 10;  25-10.  Small  town  and  rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,200. — Lincoln  A. 
Wood,  Park  Theatre,  South  Berwick,  Me. 

MR.  MOTO’SLAST  WARNING  (20th-Fox) 
Fast  moving  action  with  several  seat- 
holding sequences.  Very  well  directed  and 
acted  picture.  Lorre  is  good  as  Moto  and 
it  is  good  medicine  for  the  boxoffice. 
Played  February  5-7.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 15-10.  Population:  23,300.  Ca- 
pacity: 778. — George  S.  Ellis,  American 
Theatre,  East  Liverpool,  Ohio. 

N 

THE  NIGHT  HAWK  (Rep) 

Doubled  with  a Gene  Autry  western. 
Very  well  acted  and  interesting  entertain- 
ment, and  nobody  spent  a million  making 
it.  Played  January  31-Pebruary  1.  Weath- 
er: Fair.  Admission:  20-15-10.  General 
patronage.  Population:  63,000. — J.  B. 
Stine,  Garfield  Theatre,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

O 

OUT  WEST  WITH  THE  HARDYS 
(M-G-M) 

Very  good  family  type  pictirre.  Rooney  is 
riding  high  now,  but  little  Virginia  Weidler 
rather  took  the  play  away  from  him  in  this 
one.  Business  good,  but  rental  too  high 
for  any  picture  in  this  situation.  Ad- 
mission: 30-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,700.  Capacity:  300. — S.  L. 
George,  Mountain  Home  Theatre,  Moun- 
tain Home,  Ida. 


OUT  WEST  WITH  THE  HARDYS 
(M-G-M) 

Mickey  Rooney  an  established  favorite 
here.  A fine  story  and  good  plot.  Vir- 
ginia Weidler  good  competition  for  Mickey. 
Played  February  26-28.  Weather:  Rain. 
Admission:  25-10.  County  patronage. 
Population:  1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert,  Hi- 
Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

P 

PARIS  HONEYMOON  (Para) 

A fair  show.  One  person  said,  “I  en- 
joyed the  show  by  keeping  my  eyes  closed.” 
Many  wished  they  could  buy  liquor  like 
that  in  the  show.  Played  February  22-23. 
Weather:  Snow.  Admission:  35-25.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,400.  Ca- 
pacity: 450. — Scott  Roberts,  Comique  The- 
atre, Camden,  Me. 

PECK’S  BAD  BOY  WITH  THE  CIRCUS 
(RKO) 

Personally  I am  looking  forward  to  the 
next  one.  Despite  juvenile  attraction, 
adults  roared  with  laughter.  The  circus 
shots  were  impressive  and  it  is  a new 
idea  in  stories.  Played  February  24-25. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  20-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  800. — E.  A. 
Patton,  Roxy  Theatre,  Himtington,  Ark. 

PYGMALION  (M-G-M) 

Received  only  praise  on  this  one.  I join 
my  customers  in  believing  this  to  be  the 
best  picture  of  the  ’38-’39  season  yet  re- 
leased. Played  February  19.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  35-30.  University  pat- 
ronage. Population:  500.  Capacity:  200. — 
H.  A.  Griswold,  Union  Theatre,  Sewanee, 
Tenn. 

R 

RACKET  BUSTERS  (WB) 

Played  in  preference  to  one  of  the  new 
punks.  Did  a satisfactory  business  and 
pleased  the  action  lovers  who  frequent  the 
place  on  Saturday  night.  Played  January 
27-28.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,750.  Capacity: 
385. — Mayme  P.  Musselman,  Princess  The- 
atre, Lincoln,  Kas. 

RENFREW  ON  THE  GREAT  WHITE 
TRAIL  (GN) 

A surprise  that  will  build  up  and  satis- 
fy all.  Outdrew  “Wells  Fargo,”  “The 
Texans,”  “Tropic  Holiday,”  “Buccaneer,” 
and  is  a swell  little  show  with  a Three 
Stooges  comedy.  Played  January  7-8-9. 
Admission:  30-15-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  900.  Capacity:  130. — 
E.  J.  Kleinsasser,  Met  Theatre,  Freeman, 
S.  D. 

RHYTHM  OF  THE  SADDLE  (Rep) 

Not  as  good  as  some  of  the  Autrys  but 
got  by  in  good  shape.  My  customers  like 
Gene  but  they  want  him  to  sing  rootin’ 
tootin’  cowboy  songs.  Better  than  average 
business.  Played  February  10-11.  Weath- 
er: Bad.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  600.  Capacity:  230. 
W.  O.  Woody,  Stockton  Theatres,  Stock- 
ton,  Mo. 

RHYTHM  OF  THE  SADDLE  (Rep) 

The  usual  Autry  that  does  well  on 
weekends  here.  Autry  whips  his  opponent 
with  one  hand.  Does  he  never  get  hit? 
Played  February  25.  Weather:  Cold.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Population:  1,500.  Ca- 
pacity: 200. — E.  B.  Wacaster,  Ozark  The- 
atre, Ozark,  Ark. 

RIDE  A CROOKED  MILE  (Para) 

Another  no-hit  number  from  Paramount 
that  should  have  been  paid,  not  played. 

Review  in  again  gave  me  a 

bum  steer.  Boxoffice  is  the  only  paper 
you  can  rely  on  for  reviews.  Played  Feb- 
ruary 20-21.  Weather:  (jold.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  2,400. — Loyd  Pear- 
son, Salem  Theatre,  Petersburg,  111, 


THE  ROAD  TO  RENO  (Univ) 

Please  pardon  us  if  we  say  “it  smelled.” 
Double  billed  with  “There’s  That  Woman 
Again,”  which  saved  our  bacon.  Played 
February  10-11.  Weather:  Cold.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  County  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert,  Hi -Way  The- 
atre, Sheridan,  Ore. 

ROOM  SERVICE  (RKO) 

If  you  haven’t  played  it,  for  Pete’s  sake 
don’t.  Am  still  holding  my  head  in  shame. 
It  was  a tragedy.  Played  February  23-25. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Sub- 
urban rural  patronage.  Population:  2,000. 
Capacity:  400. — A.  N.  Beezley,  New  Grand 
Theatre,  Littleton,  Col. 

ROOM  SERVICE  (RKO) 

Seventy-eight  minutes  of  fun  and  laugh- 
ter. The  Marx  Bros.  stiU  “click”  here 
in  Torrington  and  everybody  seemed  to 
enjoy  this  picture.  If  you  haven’t  already 
played  it  give  it  a try.  You  may  be  sur- 
prised. Played  February  16-17.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  26,400.  Capacity:  999. — 
Pearce  Parkhurst,  State  Theatre,  Torring- 
ton, Conn. 

s 

SHARPSHOOTERS  (20th-Fox) 

Plain  rubbish.  A hodge-podge  news- 
reel story:  full  of  bunk  all  the  way 
through.  Don’t  fail  to  pass  it.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  20-15.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  3,400,000.  Capacity: 
680. — Frank  Blocher,  Kimbark  Theatre, 
Chicago,  111. 

SON  OF  FRANKENSTEIN  (Univ) 
Universal  releasing  the  reissue  of  the 
original  “Frankenstein”  was  confusing  to 
the  public.  Many  thought  this  one  the 
same,  at  least  in  this  territory.  I some- 
times think  the  producers  are  as  dumb 
as  we  exhibitors.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 300. — E.  C.  Arehart,  Strand  The- 
atre, Milford,  la. 

SPAWN  OF  THE  NORTH  (Para) 

Fine  entertainment  that  will  please  and 
bring  them  back.  Admission:  30-15-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  900. 
Capacity:  130. — E.  J.  Kleinsasser,  Met 
Theatre,  Freeman,  S.  D. 

SPRING  MADNESS  (M-G-M) 

The  customers  came  expecting  a good 
show  considering  the  cast  but  were  sadly 
disappointed.  Any  more  like  this  one  and 
we’ll  say  Leo  needs  a good  dose  of  castor 
oil.  Played  February  17-18.  Weather: 
Favorable.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,400.  Victor  Mantz,  New  Ogden 
Theatre,  Ogden,  la. 

STAND  UP  AND  FIGHT  (M-G-M) 

Trailer  and  title  killed  picture.  Good 
action.  Why  not  put  Taylor  in  the  Gable 
type  of  pictures?  Played  February  23-24. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  50-30-10. 
Colored,  farm  and  city  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 6,000. — H.  B.  Ram,  Patricia  The- 
atre, Aiken,  S.  C. 

STRAIGHT,  PLACE  AND  SHOW 
(20th-Pox) 

Too  siUy  and  getting  so  the  Ritz  Broth- 
ers’ names  turn  away  customers.  Played 
February  11.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
35-15.  City  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 


He  Likes  the 
Idea,  Too 

"I  am  glad  you  are  starting  'The 
Exhibitor  Has  His  Say.'  I hope  you  will 
continue  with  this.  You  have  a very 
nice  paper  and  this  will  help  it." — 
C.  A.  KELLEY,  Rex  Theatre.  Custer 
City,  Okla. 
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Capacity:  450. — Grobaski  Bros.,  Mazda 
Theatre,  L’Anse,  Mich. 

SUEZ  (20th-Fox) 

A picture  that  might  have  gone  far,  but 
didn’t.  Tyrone  Power  didn’t  fit  the  role. 
Annabella’s  part  saved  the  picture.  I 
weakened  in  the  stretch  with  this  one. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  20-15.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  3,400,000. 
Capacity:  680. — Frank  Blocher,  Kimbark 
Theatre,  Chicago,  111. 

SUBMARINE  PATROL  (20th-Fox) 

Missing  in  story;  missing  in  romance; 
missing  in  action;  missing  in  boxoffice; 
missing.  Played  February  17-18.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  pat- 
ronage. Population:  1,100.  Capacity:  250. 
— H.  H.  Thomas,  DeLuxe  Theatre,  Kings- 
ley, la. 

SWEETHEARTS  (M-G-M) 

Too  much  singing.  These  stars  are 
poison  to  my  boxoffice.  Poorest  Sunday 
gross  went  to  “Maytime” — “Sweethearts” 
beat  it  by  $2.00.  Played  February  12-13-14. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural 
and  small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,600.  Capacity:  300. — L.  Z.  Henry,  Stuart 
Theatre,  Stuart,  la. 

SWING,  SISTER,  SWING  (Univ) 

We  thought  we  would  do  business  on 
this  one  considering  the  title  and  the 
jitterbug  craze.  Also  had  a stage  show. 
The  picture  was  no  good,  the  stage  show 
was  worse,  and  the  B.  O.  receipts  were 
a colossal  flop.  These  pictures,  with  a 
mess  of  unknowns  in  the  cast,  just  don’t 
go  in  this  burg.  Played  February  26. 
Weather:  Fine.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,400. — Victor  Mantz,  New 
Ogden  Theatre,  Ogden,  la. 

SWING  THAT  CHEER  (Univ) 

Had  one  of  the  best  Tuesdays  I’ve  ever 
had  on  this  picture.  Just  another  reason 
why  all  exhibitors  should  “Unite  With 
Universal.”  Played  February  28.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-10.  General  patron- 
age. Population:  1,400.  Capacity:  500. — 
R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre,  Van  Alstyne, 
Tex. 

T 

THANKS  FOR  EVERYTHING  (20th-Pox) 
This  was  not  a top  allocation  picture — 
but  we  paid  that.  Played  February  19-20. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Capacity:  250. — Don 
Landers,  Radio  Theatre,  Harrisburg,  Ark. 

THERE  GOES  MY  HEART  (UA) 

It  seemed  to  lack  something.  Did  75  per 
cent  of  average  business  and  that  average 
ain’t  what  she  used  to  be.  Personally  I 
liked  it.  The  title  sorta  scared  my  hill- 
billies, I think.  Customer  opinion  divided. 
Played  February  12-13-14.  Weather:  Bad. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  230. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

THREE  MUSKETEERS  (20th-Fox) 

While  the  picture  satisfied  those  who 
came,  it  failed  at  the  boxoffice.  Played 
February  23-24.  Weather:  Cold.  Admis- 
sion-: 35-30.  University  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 500.  Capacity:  200. — H.  A.  Gris- 
wold, Union  Theatre,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

TOO  HOT  TO  HANDLE  (M-G-M) 

Plenty  to  say  about  this  one:  Putting 
two  great  stars  in  a piece  of  trash  like 
this  one.  No  business.  Bah!  I’d  rather 
play  “Parnell”  than  this.  Weather:  Cold. 
Admission:  20-15.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,400,000.  Capacity:  680. — 
Prank  Blocher,  Kimbark  Theatre,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

TORCHY  GETS  HER  MAN  (WB) 

Good  enough  for  the  bargain  night  or  a 
double  bill,  but  otherwise  no  dice.  Played 
February  15.  Weather:  Nice.  Admission: 
25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,750.  Capacity:  385. — Mayme  P.  Mussel- 
man,  Princess  Theatre,  Lincoln,  Kas, 


U 

UNDER  SOUTHERN  SKIES  (Rep) 

I believe  this  Rogers  boy  will  get  over 
if  Republic  gives  him  as  good  stories  as 
this  is  to  work  in.  Played  January  6-7. 
Admission:  20-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  200. — C.  Kelley, 
Rex  Theatre,  Custer  City,  Okla. 

UP  THE  RIVER  (20th-Pox) 

Very,  very  ordinary  and  certainly  not 
entitled  to  any  more  than  the  lowest 
classification  on  your  contract.  Far  too 
improbable.  Played  February  17-18. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-25-20-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  800. 
Capacity:  450. — Horn  & Morgan,  Star  The- 
atre, Hay  Springs,  Neb. 

V 

VALLEY  OF  THE  GIANTS  (WB) 

Very  good.  A few  more  like  this  one 
and  we  can  again  look  the  theatregoer  in 
the  face.  I have  been  afraid  to  meet  some 
of  them  in  any  dark  place,  for  we  have 
hit  a bunch  of  very  poor  pictures.  Played 
February  19-21.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 700.  Capacity:  350. — Warren  J. 
Gavin,  Rio  Theatre,  Stevensville,  Mont. 

W 

WESTERN  JAMBOREE  (Rep) 

This  is  the  poorest  Autry  we  have  ever 
played.  Direction,  action  and  story  weak. 
Songs  are  very  poor.  If  you  give  Gene 
many  pictures  like  this  his  popularity 
will  be  over.  Played  February  23-25. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission:  15-10.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  15,700.  Ca- 
pacity: 400. — Edelstein  Amusement  Co., 
Homer  Theatre,  Hibbing,  Minn. 

WHILE  NEW  YORK  SLEEPS  (20th-Fox) 
Another  “star  and  stooge”  picture.  It’s 


getting  so  every  star  must  have  a stooge 
of  some  kind.  Good  picture  and  the  pat- 
rons liked  it.  Played  February  12-14. 
Weather:  Poor.  Admission:  25-10.  Popu- 
lation: 23,300.  Capacity:  778. — George  S. 
Ellis,  American  Theatre,  East  Liverpool, 
Ohio. 

Y 

YES,  MY  DARLING  DAUGHTER  (FN) 
Perfect  entertainment,  everyone  liked  it. 
Blue  nose  censors  will  have  red  faces  when 
public  sees  this,  if  they  ban  it.  Played 
Februap^  26-27-28.  Weather:  Blizzard. 
Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 1,600.  Capacity:  300. — L.  Z.  Henry, 
Stuart  Theatre,  Stuart,  la. 

YOUNG  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

An  almost  perfect  picture  that  did  less 
than  average  in  bad  weather.  Nothing 
but  good  comments  and  everyone  was 
glad  to  know  that  more  of  this  series  is 
on  the  way.  Played  February  22-23.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Popu- 
lation: 600.  Capacity:  230. — W.  O.  Woody, 
Stockton  Theatre,  Stockton,  Mo. 

Z 

ZAZA  (Para) 

Terrible.  Plenty  of  walkouts  on  first 
night  and  almost  a private  screening  on 
the  second.  Did  not  get  a single  favor- 
able comment.  Played  February  15-16. 
Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage.  Population:  1,100.  Ca- 
pacity: 230. — A.  B.  Jefferis,  Piedmont  The- 
atre, Piedmont,  Mo. 

ZAZA  (Para) 

Followed  reviews  in  another  trade  mag- 
azine and  played  on  Simday.  What  a 
flop.  Pay  for  this  one — don’t  play  it. 
Played  February  5-6.  Weather:  Good. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  2,400. 
— Loyd  Pearson,  Salem  Theatre,  Peters- 
burg, 111. 
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"BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND"  DRAWS  IN  NEW  YORK 


CHARLOTTE 


Broadway— King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 110 

Carolina — Mnde  for  Each  Other  (UA),  1st  half. 100 
Carolina — A\’ife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  half  100 

Imperial — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  105 

State — Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ),  1st  half...  90 
State — Shine  on  Harvest  Moon  (Rep),  2nd  half.  110 


CHICAGO 


Apollo — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  held  5th  wk....l20 
Chicago — Cafe  Society  (Para),  stage  show; 

picture  moved  to  Garrick  for  2nd  loop  wk.  ..100 
Garrick — The  Three  Musketeers  ( 20th-Fox) . . . 90 
Oriental — Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO);  There’s 

That  Woman  Again  (Col),  stage  show 90 

Palace — Fisherman’s  MTiarf  (RKO),  plus  stage 

show 

Roosevelt — Stagecoach  (UA),  2nd  wk 90 

State-Lake — AVhile  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox),  plus  stage  show  85 

United  Artists — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M), 
held  2nd  wk 95 


CINCINNATI 

Albee — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox),  held 120 

Capitol — 31ade  for  Each  Other  (UA),  2nd 

wk.,  held  120 

Keith’s — Duke  of  M’est  Point  (UA) 120 

Lyric — Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  120 

Palace — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  110 

Shubert — The  Beachcomber  (Para),  held 130 


CLEVELAND 

Allen — Gunga  I>in  (RKO),  3rd  wk 135 

City — Two  Hearts  in  AValtz  Time  (SR) 85 

Hippodrome — AVings  of  the  Navy  (WB) 90 

Palace — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO).  Stage: 

Eddy  Duchin  and  Orchestra 130 

State — Stagecoach  (UA)  110 

Stillman — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  100 


DALLAS 


Capitol — Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ).  1st  half..  80 

Capitol — Last  Warning  (Univ),  2nd  half 85 

Majestic-- Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M)  125 

Melba — The  Great  Man  Votes  (RKO),  1st  half..  90 

Melba' — Drums  (UA)  80 

Palace — Beachcomber  (Para)  110 

Tower — Honolulu  (M-(i-M)  100 


DENVER 

Aladdin — Stagecoach  (UA),  after  a wk. 

at  the  Denver  115 

Broadway — Huckleberry'  Finn  (M-G-M);  Pa- 
cific Liner  (RKO),  both  after  a wk.  at  the 


Orpheum  110 

Denham — . . * one-tlxird  of  a nation  . . . 

(Para)  100 


Denver — AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox),  and  stage  band  125 

Orpheum — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M);  Four 

Girls  in  AVhite  (M-G-M)  120 

Paramount — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox); 

AAhile  New'  Y^ork  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 110 


DETROIT 


Adams— Peck’s  Bad  Boy  AA'ith  the  Circus 

(RKO)  100 

Cinemfj — Carnival  in  Flanders  (Tri-Nat) ; 

Storm  in  a Teacup  (UA)  90 

Fox — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man  (Univ). 

plus  stage  show  105 

Michigan — Cafe  Society'  (Para);  Boy' 

Trouble  (Para)  85 

Palms  State — AA'ings  of  the  Navy  (WB),  after 
] wk.  at  Michigan;  Prison  AA’ithout  Bars 

(UA)  100 

United  Artists — Stagecoach  (UA)  110 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Alamo — Frontiersman  (Para)  80 

Ambassador — Ganffster's  Boy  (Mono) 75 

Circle — Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox)  100 

Indiana — Cafe  Society  (Para)  65 

Loew’s — Topi,er  Takes  a Trip  (M-G-M) 70 

Lyric — Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  150 


KANSAS  CITY 


Esquire — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(20th-Fox),  2nd  wk 80 

Midland — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA);  North 

of  Shanghai  (Col)  110 

Newman — Cafe  Society  (Para)  195 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 


Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Blackwell’s  Island — New  York.. ..250 

Huckleberry  Finn  (dual)  — 
Providence  200 

Cafe  Society — Kansas  City 195 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man — Pittsburgh  195 

Pygmalion — Minneapolis  175 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 
Man  (dual) — Los  Angeles 170 

Cafe  Society  <dual) — New  Haven  160 

Gunga  Din — Pittsburgh  155 

Pygmalion — Seattle  150 

Secret  Service — Indianapolis 150 

Topper  Takes  a Trip — 

New  Orleans  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Grand  Illusion,  26th  wk..  New  York  City. 

Pygmalion,  13th  wk.,  New  York;  10th 
wk.,  Los  Angeles;  5th  wk.,  Chicago;  3rd 
wk.,  Pittsburgh. 

A Man  to  Remember,  8th  wk.,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Gunga  Din,  3rd  wk.,  Seattle. 


Orpheum — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN), 


held  over  135 

Tower — Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox);  Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  90 

Uptown — Wife,  Husband  and  tY’iend 

(20th-Fox)  60 


LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox):  The 


Girl  DouTistairs  (M-G-M)  125 

Downtown— Duke  of  AVest  Point  (UA);  Nancy 

Brew,  Reporter  (FN)  95 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  10th  wk.  ...100 
Hillstreet — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 
(Univ);  The  Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade 

(Col) 170 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  95 

Pantages — Same  as  Hillstreet 150 

Paramount — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para),  Maxine 

Sullivan  on  stage,  2nd  wk 90 

State — Same  as  Chinese  175 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th- 


Fox);  Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 90 

Century — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  175 

Gopher — Great  Man  Votes  (RKO) 60 

Orpheum — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  80 

State — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 85 


World — A Man  to  Remember  (RKO),  8th  wk.  .100 

NEW  HAVEN 


College — Pygmalion  (M-G-M);  My  Son  Is  a 

Criminal  (Col),  2nd  wk 140 

Loew-Poli — Stagecoach  (UA);  There’s  That 
AVoman  Again  (Col),  moved  to  the  College 

for  a 2nd  wk 115 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para);  Disbarred 

(Para),  8 days  160 

Roger  Sherman — King  of  the  Turf  (UA) ; Next 
Time  I Marry  (RKO)  65 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Globe — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  80 

Liberty^ — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 100 


Lyceum — If  I AA’ere  King  (Para)  90 

Orpheum — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  125 

Regent — Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  60 

Saenger — They  Miule  Me  a Criminal  (WB)....100 

State — Topi>er  Takes  a Trip  (UA) 150 

Tudor — Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 80 


NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  13th  wk 100 

Capitol — Huekleberr.v  Finn  (M-G-M)  90 

Criterion — Persons  in  Hiding  (Para) 100 

Globe — Blackwell’s  Island  (AVB)  250 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para),  2nd  wk., 

plus  stage  show  110 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Stagecoach  (UA), 

plus  stage  show  105 

Rivoli — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

2nd  wk.,  and  final  four  days...' 60 

Roxy — AA'ife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20  th- 

Fox),  2nd  wk.,  plus  stage  show  100 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Yes,  Aly  Darling  Daughter  (FN)....140 
Omaha — Let  Freedom  King  (M-G-M); 

Four  Girls  in  AA'hite  (M-G-M)  135 

Orpheum — St.  Louis  Blues  (Para);  Devil’s 

Island  (AVB)  120 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — Stagecoach  (UA),  2nd  wk 90 

Earle— Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  120 

Fox — Yes,  M.v  Darling  Daughter  (FN),  with 

stage  show  headed  by  Ted  AA’eems’  Orch. . . . 200 

Karlton — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  110 

Keith’s — The  Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox) . . . . 90 

Stanley — Let  Freedom  King  (M-G-M) 110 

Stanton — Let  Us  lave  (Col)  120 


PITTSBURGH 


Alvin — Let  Us  Live  (Col);  Swing,  Sister, 

Swing  (Univ),  5 days  65 

Barry — Searface  (SR),  reissue;  Sky  Devils 

(SR),  reissue  120 

Fulton — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ)  195 

Penn — Gunga  Din  (RKO)  155 

Senator — The  I>ady  A anishes  (GB),  2nd  wk. . . 70 
Stanley — Topirer  Takes  a Trip  (UA) ; Vincent 

Lopez,  Patricia  Ellis  stage  show  110 

Warner — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  3rd  d.  t.  wk...ll5 


PORTLAND,  ORE. 


Broadway — Stagecoach  (UA);  Society 

Smugglers  (Univ)  175 

Mayfair — Four  Girls  in  AA'hite  (M-G-M); 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Orpheum — AA'ife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox);  The  Great  Man  A'otes  (RKO) 100 

Paramount — Cate  Society  (Para);  Persons  in 

Hiding  (Para)  85 

LTnited  Artists — Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M); 

Torchy  Diane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 100 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Gunga  Din  (RKO).  3rd  wk 45 

Carlton — Made  for  Each  Other  (UA);  Lone 

AA'olf  Sp.v  Hunt  (Col),  2nd  wk 110 

Fays — Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox),  plus 

stage  show  65 

Majestic — Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox); 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  75 

Playhouse — Renegade  Ranger  (RKO),  plus 

stage  show  70 

State — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M);  Four 

Girls  in  AA'hite  (M-G-M)  200 

Strand — Per.sons  in  Hiding  (Para);  Boy 

Trouble  (Para)  65 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Ice  Follies  of  19.39  (M-G-M)  95 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para)  90 

Studio — AVife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox),  2nd  wk 95 

Utah — Blondie~  (Col);  Four  Girls  in  AA'hite 

(M-G-M)  90 

Victory — Homicide  Bureau  (Col);  Pride  of 

the  Nav.v  (Rep)  95 

SEATTLE 

Blue  Mouse — Gunga  Din  (RKO),  3rd  wk 100 

Fifth  Avenue — Beaeheomber  (Para) ; Do.v 

Trouble  (Para)  90 

Liberty — Let  Us  Live  (Col);  Lone  AA'olf 

Sp.v  Hunt  (Col)  90 

Music  Box — P.vgnialion  (M-G-M)  150 

Orpheum — Three  Musketeers  (UA);  Charlie 

Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox)  90 

Palomar — AVonian  Doctor  (Rep);  Tom  Saw- 

.ver.  Detective  (Para),  plus  stage  show 85 

Paramount — Stagecoach  (UA);  Arrest  Bull- 
dog Drujnmond  (Para)  110 
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Columbia 


Adventure  in  the  Sahara.  .9028.  . (67) Nov.  15 

Drama.  French  Forelgm  Leglonnalrea  turn  on  a 
cruel  leader,  forcing  his  withdrawal  by  authori- 
ties. Paul  Kelly,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Lorna  Gray, 

Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Blondie . . 9011 , , (72)  Nov.  30 

Comedy.  Based  on  the  Chic  Young  comic  strip. 
Protecting  his  job,  Dagrwood  gets  Into  a marital 
mixup  seeking  a contract.  Penny  Singleton, 
Arthur  Lake.  Larry  Slmims.  Director:  Frank 
R.  Strayer. 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss.  .9009.  . (70) Mar.  8 

Comedy.  Sequel  to  “Blondie,”  in  which  Dag- 
wood,  cheated  out  of  a vacation,  resigns,  but 
finds  himself  doing  housework  when  Blondie, 
who  tries  to  get  him  his  job  back,  winds  up  by 
taking  the  job  herself.  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur 
Lake,  Larry  .Simms.  Director:  Frank  Strayer. 

California  Frontier.  .8206. . (67)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Jones  thwarts  a gang  who  steal  the 
land  of  Spaniards  during  the  California  gold 
rush  days.  Buck  Jones,  Carmen  Bailey.  Direc- 
tor: Elmer  Clifton. 

Colorado  Tfrall  (formerly  West  of  Santa 

Fe)..  8208..  (67)  Sept.  8 

Western.  A cowboy  exposes  a crooked  cattle 
dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own  father. 
Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Convicted.  .8039. . (58)  Aug.  18 

Action  Dramia.  The  sister  of  a man  convicted 
of  murder  on  circumstantial  evidence  turns 
night  club  entertainer  and  unearths  the  real 
criminal.  Rita  Hayworth,  Charles  Quigley.  Di- 
rector: Leon  Barsha. 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday.  .9021.  . (61) Oct.  6 

Melodrama.  A prosecuting  attorney  uses  a friend 
as  bait  to  catch  a mob  racketeer,  the  friend 
almost  losing  his  life.  Jack  Holt,  Marcia  Ral- 
ston. Director:  Lewis  D.  Collins. 

Flight  to  Fame  (formerly  Wings  of  Doom) 

9026..  (67)  Oct.  12 

Action  Drama.  An  electronic  death-ray  for  war 
planes  gets  into  the  wrong  hands  and  the 
demonstration  fails,  but  the  party  responsible 
for  the  tampering  is  caught.  Charles  Farrell. 
Jacqueline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman. 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (formerly  California 

Cavalcade) . .9212. . (54)  Jan.  19 

Western.  An  army  major  is  sent  to  investigate 
the  activities  of  a gang  of  crooks  exploiting 
land  owners,  the  trouble  starting  when  South- 
ern California  came  under  XJ.  S.  rule.  Bill  El- 
liott, Luana  Alcaniz,  Charles  King.  Director: 
Joseph  Levering. 

Girls’  School . . 8012 . . (73)  Sept.  SO 

Drama.  A succession  of  events  following  the  ex- 
pulsion from  school  of  a girl  for  an  all  night 
escapade.  Anne  Shirley,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Nan 
Grey.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

I Am  the  Law.  .8005.  . (99) Sept.  2 

Drama.  A professor  of  law  gets  a year’s  leave 
of  absence,  and  Instead  of  taking  a vacation 
turns  militant  prosecuting  attorney  and  cleans 
up  the  city.  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Barbara 
O'Neil.  Director:  Alexander  Hall. 

Homicide  Bureau.  .9035.  . (59)  Jan.  6 

Drama.  An  expose  of  the  Junk  Dealers  Racket, 
in  which  the  head  of  the  Citizen’s  League  is 
involved.  Bruce  Cabot,  Rita  Hayworth.  Direc- 
tor: C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

Juvenile  Court.  .8026.  . (61)  Sept.  15 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  east  side  roughnecks  are 
finally  influenced  to  join  a club  organized  to 
help  the  boys  overcome  their  environment.  Paul 
Kelly,  Rita  Hayworth,  Frankie  Darro  and  His 
Gang.  Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Lady  Objects,  The.  .8016. . (67)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  The  story  of  a successful  woman  law- 
yer whose  husband  fails  as  an  architect  in  the 
business  world.  She  gives  up  the  career  to  go 
to  his  defense  when  he  is  accused  of  murder. 
Lanny  Ross,  Gloria  Stuart,  Joan  Marsh.  Di- 
rector: Erie  C.  Kenton. 

Law  of  the  Texan.  .8285. . (67) Oct.  24 

Western.  A Texas  Ranger,  assigned  to  stop  a 
crew  of  border  thieves,  pretends  to  get  fired  for 


insubordination  and  heads  across  the  border 
where  he  joins  the  outlaw  band,  and  captures 
the  leader.  Buck  Jones,  Dorothy  Fay,  Ken- 
neth Harlan.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

I^t  Us  Live.  .9007.  . (69) Feb.  28 

Drama.  A .girl  with  a dauntless  spirit  battles 
to  save  her  lover  who  was  convicted  unjustly. 
Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Henry  Fonda,  Ralph  Bel- 
lamy, Alan  Baxter.  Director:  John  Brahm. 

Little  Adventuress  (formerly  Thoroughbred) 

9020..  (62)  Oct.  24 

Action  Drama.  Wonder  Horse  Is  entered  In  a 
race  after  the  owners  pawn  all  their  possessions 
to  raise  the  necessary  entry  fee.  Edith  rides 
the  horse  and  wins.  Edith  Fellows.  Jacqueline 
Wells,  Cliff  Edwards.  Director:  D.  Ross  Leder- 
man. 

Lone  Star  Pioneers.  .9213.  . (56) Mar.  16 

Western.  A U.  S.  Marshal  joins  a gang  of  train- 
robbers  to  locate  the  leader,  and  succeeds  in 
rounding  up  the  whole  gang.  Bill  Elliott,  Doro- 
thy Gulliver.  Director:  Joseph  Levering. 

Lone  Wolf  Sp.v  Hunt  (formerly  Lone  Wolf’s 

Daughter) . .9014.  . (67)  Jan.  27 

Melodrama.  The  Lone  Wolf,  forced  to  aid  an 
international  espionage  ring  in  stealing  anti- 
aircraft gun  plans,  escapes  and  helps  the  law 
lound  up  the  gang.  Warren  William,  Ida  Lu- 
pine, Rita  Hayworth.  Director:  Peter  Godfrey. 

North  of  Shanghai ..  9038 ..  (.59) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A woman  reporter  falls  in  love 
with  a hard-boiled  cameraman,  and  together 
they  track  down  a spy  ring  while  on  assign- 
ments in  China.  James  Craig,  Betty  Furness, 
Director:  D.  Ross  Lederman. 

Phantom  Gold  (formerly  Gold  Rush  Days) 

8213..  (56)  Aug.  31 

Western.  Luden  and  his  pals  accidentally  dis- 
cover a rich  gold  claim  in  a town  run  by  a 
gang  of  outlaws,  and  there  is  much  gunplay 
before  they  win  the  claim.  Jack  Luden.  Direc- 
tor: Joseph  Levering. 

Rio  Grande.  .9202.  . (57) Dec  8 

Western  The  hero  helps  the  girl  find  her  broth- 
er’s killer,  and  saves  the  cattle  from  being  stolen. 
Charles  Starrett,  Ann  Doran.  Director:  Sam 
Nelson. 

Romance  of  the  Redwoods ..(.. ) Mar.  30 

Outdoor  Drama.  Two  log  cutters,  working  at 
the  same  machine,  are  in  love  with  the  same 
girl.  One  of  them  is  accidentally  killed  when 
the  machine  jams  and  the  other,  suspected  of 
jealousy,  is  accused  of  murder.  Charles  Bick- 
ford, Jean  Parker,  Gordon  Oliver.  Director: 
Charles  Vidor. 

Smashing  the  Spy  Ring.  .9015. . (63) Dec.  29 

Melodrama.  An  F.B.I.  man  Impersonates  an 
inventor  of  a gas  formula  to  smash  a powerful 
spy  ring.  Ralph  Bellamy,  Fay  'Wray,  Regis 
Toomey.  Director:  Christy  Cabanne. 

Strange  Case  of  Dr,  Meade,  The  (formerly 

Outside  the  Law) . .9022.  . (66) Dec.  15 

Drama.  A crusading  surgeon  fights  prejudice 
and  ignorance  to  Implant  modern  medical  aids 
in  a mountaineer  community.  Jack  Holt,  Bev- 
erly Roberts,  Noah  Beery  jr.  Director:  Lewis 
D.  Collins. 

Terror  of  Tiny  Town.  .9050.  . (63) Dec.  1 

Comedy  Melodrama.  Ranch  owners  blame  each 
other  for  cattle  rustling,  but  a third  party  turns 
out  to  be  responsible.  Billy  Curtis,  Yvonne 
Moray.  Director:  Sam  Newfleld. 

Texas  Stampede ..  9204 ..  (57)  Feb.  9 

Western.  A sheriff  risks  his  life  trying  to  make 
peace  between  the  sheep  raisers  and  cowmen 
of  his  town.  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith. 
Director:  Sam  Nelson. 


There’s  That  Woman  Again.  .9006.  . (70)  ..  .Dec.  24 
Comedy  Mystery.  A sequel  to  ’’There’s  Always 
a Woman,”  in  which  a husband-wife  detective 
team  solves  a series  of  baffling  Jewel  robberies. 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Virginia  Bruce.  Director: 
Alexander  Hall. 

Thundering  West.  .9203.  . (57) Jan.  12 


Western.  A former  member  of  an  outlaw  gang 
is  appointed  sheriff.  He  captures  his  own  gang 
and  becomes  an  honest  citizen.  Charles  Star- 
rett, Hank  Bell.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 

West  of  the  Santa  Fe.  .9201. . (57) Oct.  3 

Western.  A young  cowboy  exposes  a crooked 


cattle  dealer  who  turns  out  to  be  his  own 
father.  Charles  Starrett.  Director:  Sam  Nelson, 
queline  Wells.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman  jr. 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You.  .9101 

(127)  (J Sept.  29 

Comedy.  The  story  of  an  eccentric  household 
who  enjoy  life  by  following  their  artistic  In- 
clinations. The  granddaughter  fails  in  love  with 
a millionaire’s  son,  whose  parents  disapprove, 
but  grandfather  breaks  down  the  barriers.  Jean 
Arthur,  James  Stewart,  Lionel  Barrymore.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Capra. 


First  National 

Ang:els  With  Dirty  Faces.  .351.  . (68) Nov.  26 

Action  Drama.  An  underworld  character,  doom- 
ed to  the  electric  chair,  receives  spiritual  re- 
greneration  through  a parish  priest,  who  per- 
suades him  to  die  “yellow*'  as  an  object  les- 
son to  hero-worshiping  youngsters.  James  Cag- 
ney, Pat  O’Brien,  ‘'Dead  End”  Kids.  Director: 

• Michael  Curtiz. 

Broadway  Musketeers. . 368 . . (62) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A young  woman  fancies  herself  in  love 
with  a gambler  and  gives  up  her  husband  and 
baby  to  marry  him.  Margaret  Lindsay,  Ann 
Sheridan,  Richard  Bond.  Director:  John  Farrow. 

Comet  Over  Broadway.  .370.  . (69) Dec.  3 

Drama.  A Cosmopolitan  story  by  Faith  Bald- 
win, the  plot  deals  with  mother  love,  burning 
ambition  and  sacrifice.  Kay  Francis,  Ian  Hun- 
ter, John  Litel.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Four  Daughters.  .359.  . (90)  Sept.  24 

Romantic  Drama.  Four  sisters  are  In  love  with 
a music  student  who  lives  in  their  household, 
but  the  one  he  really  loves  marries  another. 
Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane,  Gale  Page, 
Jeffery  Lynn.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Garden  of  the  Moon . . 358 . . (74) Oct.  1 

Musical  Comedy.  A bitter  feud  is  waged  be- 
tween an  orchestra  leader  and  the  manager  of 
a world-famed  dancing  spot,  in  which  the  for- 
mer perpetrates  a colossal  hoax  on  the  latter, 
with  the  aid  of  a girl  press  agent  for  the  night 
spot.  John  Payne,  Margaret  Lindsay,  Pat 
O’Brien.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Girls  on  Probation . .369. . (63) Oct.  22 

Melodrama.  With  a “crime  does  not  pay** 
theme,  in  which  a good  girl  is  thrown  into  the 
company  of  a bad  girl  and  gets  herself  a prison 
record.  Jane  Bryan,  Ronald  Reagan,  Shetla 
Bromley.  Director:  William  McGann. 

Going-  Places.  ,359.  . (84)  Dec.  31 

Comedy  with  Music.  A humble  clerk  poses  as  a 
famous  rider  at  a society  steeplechase  to  pro- 
mote business  for  his  boss,  but  Is  forced  to  ride 
and  win  the  race  in  order  to  win  the  girl.  Dick 
Powell,  Anita  Louise.  Director:  Ray  Enright. 

Heart  of  the  North.  .362.  . (74)  0 Dec.  10 

Action  Drama.  A Canadian  Mountie  finds  the 
real  thief  after  the  girl's  father  is  accused  of 
stealing  a ship’s  cargo  of  furs  and  miners*  gold. 
Dick  Foran,  Jane  Chapman,  Patrlc  Knowles. 
Director:  Lew  Seiler. 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter.  .372.  . (67) Feb.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A girl,  the  ward  of  a wealthy 
woman,  is  held  for  the  woman’s  murder,  but 
Nancy  finds  the  real  culprit.  Bonita  Granville. 
John  Litel.  Director:  William  Clemens. 

Secrets  of  an  Actress.  .365. , (70) Sept.  10 

Drama.  An  actress,  through  the  help  of  a pro- 
ducer, becomes  a Broadway  star,  and  Is  soon 
threatened  with  an  alienation  of  affections  suit 
by  the  gold-digger  wife  of  another  man,  but  the 
producer  aids  in  straightening  out  matters.  Kay 
Francis.  George  Brent,  Ian  Hunter,  Gloria 
Dickson.  Director:  William  Keighley. 

Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown.  .371.  . (58) ...  .Feb.  4 
Action  Drama.  Torchy  Blane  solves  the  Oriental 
murder  mystery  of  three  men  who  had  received 
death  threats.  Glenda  Farrell,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director:  William  Beaudine. 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter.  .357.  . (85) Feb.  25 

Comedy.  Adapted  from  the  sophisticated 
Broadway  stage  play.  Two  lovers,  doomed  to 
a two-year  separation  plan  an  unchaperoned 
weekend  together,  which  results  in  a riotous 
family  turmoil.  Priscilla  Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn. 
May  Robson.  Roland  Young.  Director:  William 
Keighley. 
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Gaumont  British 

Asking  for  Trouble  (formerly  Climbing 

High) Dec.  1 

Comedy.  Romance  blossoms  for  a wealthy 
young  man  whose  car  strikes  an  artists’  model. 
The  girl  repells  him  at  first  but  he  finally  wins 
her.  Jessie  Matthews,  Michael  Redgrave.  Di- 
rector: Carol  Reed. 

Chicago  Ben..  (93) 

Comedy.  A porter,  mistaken  aboard  an  Atlantic 
liner  for  the  tutor  of  a Chicago  millionaire’s 
son,  conceals  his  identity  when  he  learns  of  a 
kidnap  plot.  Complications  develop  when  he  is 
made  the  kidnap  suspect.  Edgar  Kennedy,  Will 
Hay,  Tommy  Bupp.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Convict  99.  . (80) — — — 

Comedy.  A jobless  schoolmaster  is  mistaken  for 
a tough  Australian  and  made  governor  of  a 
prison,  where  the  convicts  force  him  into  mak- 
ing reforms.  The  climax  comes  when  a convict 
escapes  and  forges  a check  in  Hay’s  name,  the 
latter  thereby  facing  a prison  sentence,  but  the 
convicts  come  to  the  rescue.  Will  Hay,  Graham 
Moffatt.  Director:  Marcel  Varnel. 

Dady  Vanishes,  The.  .8010. . (97)  Nov.  1 

Mystery  Drama,  A governess  mysteriously  dis- 
appears from  a Transcontinental  train,  and  a 
spy  plot  and  other  sinister  roles  are  enacted 
before  the  mystery  is  solved.  Margaret  Lock- 
wood,  Paul  Lukas.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

Man  With  100  Faces  (Reissue)  . .8008(72) ..  .Oct.  1 
Melodrama.  A modern  Robin  Hood  traps  Amer- 
ican gangsters  who  had  set  a trap  for  him. 
Tom  Walla,  Lilli  Palmer.  Director:  Albert  de 
Courvllle. 

Pagliacci.  . (78) — 

Musical  Drama.  Based  on  the  famous  opera, 
'TI  Pagliacci,”  in  which  a jealous  husband  kills 
his  unfaithful  wife  and  her  lover.  Richard  Tau- 
ber, Steffi  Duna.  Director:  Karl  Grune. 

.39  Steps,  The  (Reissue) . .3501.  . (81) Sept.  15 

Mystery  Melodrama.  A Londoner  is  hurled  into 
a web  of  Intrigue  and  adventure  when  he  inno- 
cently befriends  a woman  spy.  Robert  Donat. 
Madeleine  Carroll.  Director:  Alfred  Hitchcock. 


Grand  National 

Cipher  Bureau.  .312. . (70)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama.  Peals  with  the  apprehension  of 
foreign  spies  through  a counter-espionage  sys- 
tem, in  which  illegal  broadcasting  stations  are 
traced  down  and  their  codes  deciphered.  Leon 
Ames.  Charlotte  Wynters.  Director:  Charles 
Lament. 

Crashing  Tlirough . . 327 . . ( . . ) Jan.  20 

Western,  One  of  the  Renfrew  series,  in  which 
a Royal  Mounted  officer  aids  a girl  and  her 
brother  in  getting  back  a gold  mine  right- 
fully belonging  to  them.  James  Newill,  War- 
ren Hull,  Jean  Carmen.  Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

Dangerous  Secrets  (formerly  ’’Brief  Ecstasy”) 

230  . (60)  Sept.  23 

Melodrama.  A coed  marries  her  college  pro- 
fe.ssor,  but  still  imagines  she  Is  in  love  with  a 
former  sweetheart,  but  when  the  latter  returns 
after  five  years  she  finds  she  loves  her  husband. 
Paul  Lukas,  Linden  Travers.  Hugh  Williams.  Di- 
rector: Edmond  Greville. 

Kvile  Express,  . 301 ..  (60)  Jan.  20 

Drama.  The  chemist  a girl  works  for  is  found 
dead  and  she  is  ordered  deported.  A reporter 
follows  the  girl,  rescues  her  from  abductors,  and 
gets  the  story  and  the  girl.  Anna  Sten,  Alan 
Marshal.  Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Frontier  Scout.  .32.5. . (62)  Oct.  21 

Western.  A western  with  a Civil  War  back- 
ground. in  which  Wild  Bill  Hickok  as  a Kan- 
sas town  marshal  saves  his  friend’s  cattle-com- 
mission house  from  cattle  rustlers.  George 
Houston.  A1  St.  John,  Dave  O’Brien.  Director: 
Sam  Newfield. 

Lady  BucUaroo.  . (69)  

Western.  A gang  of  cattle  rustlers  try  to  bank- 
rupt ranch  owners  to  gain  control  of  their  land 
for  gold  deposits,  but  a girl  beats  them  at  their 
own  game.  Dorothy  Page,  David  O’Brien.  Di- 
rector: Samuel  Diege. 

Long  Shot  . .313.  . (69)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  After  a streak  of  hard  luck,  a 
young  horseman  buys  a horse  for  a song,  and  it 
wins  the  big  race.  Gordon  Jones,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Harry  Davenport.  Director:  Charles  Lamont. 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl.  ,W  1-2.  . (52) Jan.  20 

Western.  A girl  enters  her  horse  In  the  rodeo 
show  to  win  the  $5,000  prize  money  so  she  can 
pay  her  father’s  debts.  The  money  is  stolen  and 
she  is  accused.  Dorothy  Page,  Vince  Barnett. 
Director:  Samuel  Diege. 

Shadows  Over  Shanghai ..  311 ..  (6.5) Oct.  14 

Drama.  An  agent  of  the  Chinese  government 


and  an  American  newspaperman  match  wits 
with  a pair  of  international  crooks  seeking  a 
Chinese  charm.  Newsreel  war  clips  are  fitted 
into  the  story.  James  Dunn.  Ralph  Morgan. 
Director:  Charles  Lamont. 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (formerly  Sunset  Strip 

Case) . .345.  . (65)  Nov.  18 

Melodrama.  A girl  masquerades  as  a dancer 
in  the  club  where  her  father,  a detective,  was 
killed,  to  obtain  evidence  against  the  owner. 
Sally  Rand,  Reed  Hadley,  Paul  Sutton.  Direc- 
tor: Louis  Gasnler. 

Titans  of  the  Deep.  .326.  . (47) Oct.  28 

Adventure.  The  film  record  of  a scientific  un- 
derwater exploration  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  Dr. 
William  Beebe,  Otis  Barton.  Director:  Otis 
Barton. 

Trigger  Pais.  .lVI-13.  . (55)  Jan.  14 

AVestern.  A cowboy  locates  the  brains  of  a gang 
of  rustlers,  who  turns  out  to  be  the  mortgage 
holder  on  his  ranch.  Art  Jarrett,  Lee  Powell. 
Director:  Sam  Newfield. 

Water  Rustlers  (formerly  Last  Barrier) 

WI-1.  .(54)  Jan.  6 

Western.  When  the  only  creek  in  the  valley  is 
cut  off.  the  hero  dynamites  a hill  to  save  the 
property  of  ranchers.  Dorothy  Page,  David 
O’Brien,  Director:  Samuel  Diege. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Block-Heads ..  844 ..  (58)  Aug:.  19 

Comedy.  Two  'W'ar  buddies  are  reunited  after 
20  years  and  get  into  more  trouble  than  nor- 
mally comes  In  a lifetime.  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver 
Hardy,  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  John  G.  Bly- 
stone. 

Boys  Town . . 902 . . (93)  i) Sept.  9 

Drama.  Spencer  Tracy  starts  a small  commun- 
ity, self- governed  by  boys.  One  youth,  a prob- 
lem boy,  runs  away  and  is  shot  by  bank  bandits 
whom  he  had  recognized.  He  recovers  and 
aids  In  finding  the  bandits  and  is  made  Mayor 
of  Boys*  Town.  Spencer  Tracy,  Mickey  Rooney. 
Henry  Hull.  Director;  Norman  Taurog. 

Burn  'Em  Up  O'Connor . .919.  . (67) Jan.  13 

Action  Drama.  The  owner  of  a string  of  race- 
track cars  thinks  a jinx  is  working  against  him 
when  three  drivers  crack  up,  but  investigation 
reveals  the  drivers  are  being  doped.  Dennis 
O’Keefe.  Cecilia  Parker,  Nat  Pendleton.  Direc- 
tor: Edward  Sedgwick. 

Christma.s  Carol,  A.. 917.. (69)  Dec.  16 

Drama.  Adapted  from  the  Charles  Dickens' 
Yuletide  classic.  Reginald  Owen,  Gene  Lock- 
hart. Director;  Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Citadel.  The.  .909. . (112)  Q Oct.  28 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  who  discards  all 
medical  ethics  and  ideals  for  monetary  gain, 
finally  rehabilitates  himself.  Robert  Donat, 
Rosalind  Russell.  Director:  King  Vidor. 

Dramatic  School.  .915. . (78)  Dec.  9 

Drama  A girl  with  an  actress  complex  chooses 
a stage  career  when  romance  Intrudes  on  her 
study  of  dramatics.  Luise  Rainer,  Alan  Mar- 
shall, Pauletto  Goddard.  Director:  Robert  Sin- 
clair. 

Fast  and  I..oose.  .924.  . (79) Feb.  17 

Mystery-Comedy.  A dealer  in  rare  books  turns 
detective  to  save  his  life  when  he  is  accused 
of  the  murder  and  subsequent  library  raid  of 
an  eccentric  book  collector.  Robert  Montgom- 


ery. Rosalind  Russell,  Ralph  Morgan.  Direc- 
tor: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Flirting  With  Fate.  .914.  . (70)  Dec.  2 


Comedy.  The  head  of  a vaudeville  troupe  Is 
stranded  In  Latin-America.  Unable  to  get  en- 
gagements, he  tries  suicide  so  his  troupe  can 
collect  the  Insurance.  Joe  E.  Brown,  Leo  Ca- 
rillo,  Steffi  Duna.  Director;  Frank  McDonald. 

Four  Girls  in  White  . .921 ..  (70) Jan.  27 

Drama.  A selfish,  student  nurse,  with  a gold 
digger  complex,  is  finally  redeemed  through 
sacrifice  after  the  death  of  an  innocent  girl. 
Florence  Rice.  Alan  Marshal,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Una  Merkel.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Girl  Downstairs,  The  (formerly  The  Awaken- 
ing of  Katrina) . .916.  . (77)  Dec,  23 

Comedy  Drama.  A wealthy  architect  thinks  he 
is  in  love  with  a girl  he  met  in  a Swiss  cafe, 
but  finds  he  really  loves  the  girl’s  maid.  Fran- 
ciska  Gaal,  Franchot  Tone,  Walter  Connolly,  Rita 
Johnson.  Director;  Norman  Taurog. 

Great  Waltz,  The.  .908.  . (104) Nov.  4 

Musical  Drama.  A romance  of  old  Vienna,  built 
around  the  life  and  loves  and  waltzes  of  Johann 
Strauss.  Luise  Rainer.  Fernand  Gravet,  Mlliza 
Korjus.  Director:  Julien  Duvivier. 

Honolulu.  .922.  . (85)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  with  Music.  An  actor  and  a Hawaiian 


plantation  owner,  exchange  places  because  each 
thinks  the  other  has  a more  enviable  life.  Comic 
and  romantic  complications  ensue.  Eleanor 
Powell,  Robert  Young,  Grade  Allen.  Director: 
Edward  Buzzell. 

Huckleberry  Finn.  .923.  . (91)  Feb.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  From  Mark  Twain’s  story  of 
the  lad  who  runs  away  with  a Negro  slave,  the 
town  believing  the  slave  murdered  the  boy. 
Mickey  Rooney,  Rex  Ingram,  Walter  Connolly. 
Director:  Richard  Thorpe. 

Ice  Follies  of  1939,  The.  .925.  . (82) Mar.  10 

Musical.  Two  talented  professionals  elope,  but 
their  careers  clash  and  false  pride  causes  them 
to  drift  apart.  The  girl  becomes  a famous 
film  star  and  her  husband  starts  the  “Ice  Fol- 
lies.” Success  for  both,  after  years  of  sepa- 
ration, reunites  them.  Joan  Crawford.  James 


Stewart,  Lew’  Ayres.  Director:  Reinhold 

Schunzel. 

Idiot’s  Delight.  .920.  . (107)  Jan.  27 


Comedy  Drama.  From  the  Pulitzer  Prize  play. 
Tw^o  small-time  vaudevillians,  who  fall  in  love 
in  Omaha,  meet  years  later  in  Geneva.  The 
girl,  mistress  of  a munitions  manufacturer,  is 
left  flat  in  an  air  raid  and  goes  back  to  her 
old  love.  Norma  Shearer,  Clark  Gable,  Ed- 
ward Arnold.  Director:  Clarence  Brown. 

I.,et  Freedom  Ring.  .926.  . (85) Feb.  24 

Drama  With  Music.  A film  with  a patriotic 
theme,  the  story  centering  around  the  attempts 
of  railroad  operators  to  steal  the  settlers’  lands. 
Nelson  Eddy,  Virginia  Bruce,  Victor  McLaglen, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Edward  Arnold,  Charles  But- 
terworth.  Director;  Jack  Conw’ay. 

Usten,  Darling.  .904. . (75)  Oct.  21 

Comedy  with  Music.  A couple  of  adolescents 
plot  to  get  a husband  for  their  widowed  mother, 
and  finally  find  him  In  a trailer.  Freddie 
Bartholomew.  Judy  Garland,  Mary  Astor.  Di- 
rector: Edwin  L.  Marin. 

Marie  Antoinette.  .845.  . (157)  Aug.  26 

Historical  Drama.  The  tragic,  romantic  story 
of  a Queen  in  the  Revolutionary  period  in  the 
days  of  Louis  XVI  of  France.  Norma  Shearer, 
Robert  Morley,  Tyrone  Power.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys.  .913. . (85) Nov.  26 

Comedy.  The  Hardy  family  visits  friends 
on  an  Arizona  ranch,  and  new  problems  blossom 
for  Andy  as  romance  and  adventure  rides  the 
West.  Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Par- 
ker, Ann  Rutherford.  Director:  George  B.  Seitz. 

Pygmalion.  .980  . (87)  Mar.  3 

Comedy.  From  George  Bernard  Shaw’s  story, 
in  which  a professor  of  speech  sets  out  to  win 
a W’ager  by  transforming  a poor,  ignorant  flower 
girl  into  a lady.  Leslie  Howard.  Wendy  Hiller. 
Director;  Anthony  Asquith. 

Hi<  li  Man,  Poor  Girl . .843.  . (72) Aug.  12 

Comedy  Drama.  A poor-but-honest  working 
girl  and  her  rich  employer  fall  in  love,  but  the 
eirl’s  family  Is  the  ob.starle  between  them  a."" 
they  do  not  approve  of  his  extreme  wealth. 
Robert  Young.  Ruth  Hu.'=!sey.  T.ew  Ayres.  Dl- 
rertor:  Reinhold  Schunzel. 

.Shining  Hour.  .912  ..  (75)  Nov.  18 

Drama.  A story  of  conflicting  emotions  in  which 
a man  and  w^oman  find  love  only  after  each 
is  already  married  to  someone  else,  and  the 
woman  makes  an  Important  decision  to  save 
the  situation.  Joan  Crawford.  Margaret  Sulla- 
van.  Robert  Young,  Melvyn  Douglas.  Director; 
Frank  Borzage. 

Spring  Madness.  .911.  . (67)  Nov.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  girl  is  unhappy  over 
the  prospect  of  her  sweetheart's  departure  for 
Russia,  and  a group  of  her  girl  friends  cause 
him  to  miss  his  boat  so  he  will  stay  and  marry 
her.  Maureen  O’Sullivan,  Lew  Ayres,  Burgess 
Meredith.  Director:  Sylvan  Simon. 

Stahlemates.  .906.  . (89)  Oct.  7 

f'omedy  Drama.  The  adventures  of  a Jockey 
and  a track  follower  who  become  fast  friends. 
The  latter  turns  out  to  be  an  escaped  convict, 
hut  saves  the  boy  and  his  horse  before  going 
hack  to  jail,  leaving  the  hoy  enough  money  to 
complete  his  education.  Wallace  Beery,  Mickey 
Rooney.  Director:  Sam  Wood. 

Stand  Up  and  Fight.  .918.  . (95) Jan.  6 

Historical  Drama.  A saga  of  the  struggle  for 
supremacy  between  stagecoaches  and  the  first 
railroads  In  colonial  America.  Wallace  Beery, 
Robert  Taylor,  Florence  Rice.  Director:  W.  S. 
Van  Dyke. 

Sweethearts.  .910.  . (110)  0O  Dec.  30 

Musical  Drama.  A producer  plots  against  the 
sweetheart  team  of  his  musical  show  to  prevent 
their  signing  a film  contract.  Jeanette  Mac- 
Donald. Nelson  Eddy,  Frank  Morgan.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 

Three  T^ves  Has  Nancy . .901. . (69) Sept.  2 

Comedy.  A famous  author  finds  himself  in- 
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volved  In  the  romantic  troubles  of  a southern 
belle.  Robert  Montgomery.  Janet  Qaynor,  Fran- 
chot  Tone.  Director;  Richard  Thorpe. 

Too  Hot  to  Handle.  .903.  .(108) Sept.  16 

Comedy  Romance.  Based  on  the  lives  and  loves 
of  newsreel  cameramen.  Clark  Gable,  Myrna 
Loy.  Director;  Jack  Conway. 

Vacation  From  Dove.  .905. . (65) Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A saxophone  player  falls  In  love  with 
a society  girl’s  photograph,  and  as  she  Is  about 
to  be  married  he  crashes  In  and  stops  the  wed- 
ding proceedings,  escapes  with  the  bride,  and 
winds  up  in  a Paris  divorce  court.  Dennis 
O’Keefe.  Florence  Rice,  Reginald  Owen.  Di- 
rector; George  Fltzmaurlce. 

Young  Dr.  Kildare.  .907 ..  (81) Oct.  14 

Drama.  Behind-the-scenes  glimpses  Into  the 
medical  profession  and  hospital  administration. 
The  first  of  the  Dr.  Kildare  series.  Lew  Ayres, 
Lionel  Barrymore,  Lynne  Carver.  Director; 
Harold  S.  Bucquet. 


Monogram 

Convict’s  Code  (formerly  Parole) 

3822..  (63)  Jan.  18 

Action  Drama.  A man  paroled  from  prison,  sets 
out  to  clear  his  name  and  to  find  the  party  who 
framed  him.  Robert  Kent,  Anne  Nagel.  Sidney 
Blackmer.  Director;  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

Gang  Bullets..  3818..  (63)  Nov.  23 

Melodrama.  A district  attorney  "joins”  a rack- 
eteering mob,  finally  driving  them  out  of 

Bridgetown.  Robert  Kent,  Ann  Nagel.  Charles 
Trowbridge.  Director;  Lambert  Hlllyer. 

Gangster’s  Boy. . 3801 . . (80)  Nov.  9 

Drama.  A high-school  honor  student,  shunned 
by  all  but  two  classmates  because  of  his  father’s 
activities  as  a labor  racketeer,  takes  the  blame 
when  one  of  his  friends  injures  a boy  on  a 
bicycle.  Jackie  Cooper,  Lucy  Gilman,  Tommy 
Wonder.  Director;  William  Nigh. 

Gun  Packer  (formerly  Last  Outlaw) 

3851..  (49)  Nov.  16 

Western.  A government  man,  sent  to  Investi- 
gate the  disappearance  of  stolen  gold  ship- 
ments, finds  the  gold  and  the  gang  through 
the  help  of  an  ex-convlct.  Jack  Randall,  Louise 
Stanley.  Director;  Wallace  Fox. 

I Am  a Criminal.  .3812. . (73) Dec.  14 

Drama.  A mobster’s  love  for  a homeless  waif 
he  adopts  In  an  effort  to  create  public  good- 
will in  his  trial  on  a manslaughter  charge 
brings  about  his  redemption.  John  Carroll. 
Martin  Spellman.  Director;  William  Nigh. 

Little  Pal  (formerly  The  Healer) . .Reissue 

..3828..  (66)  Feb.  3 

Drama.  A young  doctor,  operating  a small 
town  orthopedic  clinic,  effects  cures  that  win 
him  fame  as  a miracle  healer.  Ralph  Bellamy, 
Karen  Morley,  Mickey  Rooney,  Judith  Allen. 
Director;  Reginald  Barker. 

Mexicali  Kid . . 3741 . . (56)  Sept.  14 

Western.  As  a return  favor  for  saving  his 
life,  a young  lad  helps  his  friend  fight  a gang 
of  outlaw's  who  plot  to  steal  the  ranch  of  the 
friend’s  sweetheart.  Jack  Randall,  Wesley 
Barry,  Eleanor  Stewart.  Director;  Wallace  Fox. 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective . . 3804 . . (69) Oct.  5 

Melodrama.  A detective  meets  with  many  com- 
plications before  solving  three  murders  com- 
mitted by  poison  gas.  Boris  Karloff.  Grant 
Withers,  Maxine  Jennings.  Director;  William 
Nigh. 

Myster.v  Plane  (formerly  Sky  Pirate) 

..3809..  (60)  Mar.  8 

Action  Drama.  An  inventor  of  a bombing  de- 
vice outwits  a spy  who  kidnaps  him  to  get  the 
plans,  and  escapes  in  a plane,  the  spy  in  pur- 
suit. An  air  tight  ensues.  John  Trent,  Mil- 
burn  Stone,  Marjorie  Reynolds.  Director;  George 
Waggner. 

Navy  Secrets.  .3805.  . (60)  Feb.  1 

Action  Drama.  Two  Naval  Intelligence  Service 
workers  find  romance  when  they  meet  while 
working  on  the  same  case.  Grant  Withers, 
Fay  Wray,  William  von  Brincken.  Director; 
Howard  Bretherton. 

Rollin’  Westward.  . 3863.  . (57)  Mar.  1 

Western.  Tex  joins  a gang  of  homesteaders 
but  learns  that  their  claims  in  the  cattle  coun- 
try are  illegal,  and  crime  runs  rampant  until 
the  guilty  parties  are  brought  to  justice.  Tex 
Ritter,  Dorothy  Fay.  Director;  A1  Herman. 

Song  of  the  Bnckaroo  (formerly  Little 

Tenderfoot) . . 3861 . . (60) Dec.  7 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  turns  Robin  Hood,  as- 
sumes the  Identity  of  a dead  man,  and  finds 
himself  with  a wife  and  little  daughter.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director;  A1  Herman. 

Starlight  Over  Texas . . 3859 . . (.59) Sept.  7 

Western.  The  first  in  the  series  of  eight  prairie 


operas  Monogram  will  make.  Story  concerns  a 
Texas  ranger  In  pursuit  of  cattle  rustlers.  Tex 
Ritter.  Director;  A1  Herman. 

Star  Reporter.  .3822.  . (62)  Feb.  22 

Melodrama.  A young  newspaper  publisher 
inaugurates  a campaign  against  crime,  and  gets 
himself  in  deep  when  he  learns  prominent  peo- 
ple are  involved.  Warren  Hull,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Morgan  Wallace.  Director;  Howard  Brether- 
ton. 

’Tough  Kid.. 3819..  (61) Dec.  28 

Action  Drama.  A tough  kid  keeps  his  brother’s 
fight  manager  from  resorting  to  trickery  to 
throw  the  championship  fight.  Frankie  Darro, 
Dick  Purcell.  Judith  Allen.  Director;  Howard 
Bretherton. 

Under  the  Big  Top  (formerly  The  Circus 

Comes  to  Town)  3811..  (61) Aug.  31 

Drama.  The  love  of  two  trapeze  partners  In  a 
circus  owned  by  the  girl’s  aunt,  who  objects 
to  their  marriage.  They  leave  the  circus  but 
go  back  when  the  aunt  becomes  ill.  Anne 
Nagel,  Marjorie  Main,  Jack  LaRue,  Grant 
Richards.  Director;  Karl  Brown. 

Wanted  by  the  PoUce.  .3817.  . (60) Sept.  21 

Melodrama.  A youngster  working  in  a garage 
discovers  his  bosses  are  auto  thieves  wanted  by 
the  police,  and  he  aids  in  capturing  the  whole 
gang.  Frankie  Darro,  Evalyn  Knapp,  Robert 
Kent.  Director;  Howard  Bretherton. 

Where  the  Buffalo  Roam.  .3860. . (62) Oct.  12 

Western.  Tex  Ritter  captures  a gang  of  buffalo 
killers,  whose  leader  turns  out  to  be  the  man 
who  had  appointed  him  as  town  marshal  to 
clean  up  the  gang.  Tex  Ritter.  Director;  A1  Her- 
man. 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (formerly  Last 

Outlaw).  .3852.  . (50) Dec.  21 

Western.  Two  pals  of  the  saddle  ride  the  range 
searching  for  the  murderer  of  the  brother  of 
one  of  them.  Jack  Randall.  Dorothy  Short. 
Director;  Robert  Hill. 


Paramount 

Ambush . .3820.  . (63)  Jan«  20 

Action  Drama.  A gang  of  bandits  kidnap  a irirl 
working  in  a bank  because  she  recognized  her 
brother  as  one  of  the  bandits.  The  boy  loses  his 
life  to  save  his  sister.  Gladys  Swarthout,  Lloyd 
Nolan,  William  Henry.  Director:  Kurt  Neu- 
mann. 

Arkansas  Traveler . . 3706 . . (85)  Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A hobo  printer-at-large  helps 
a widow  and  her  daughter  run  their  paper  un- 
der the  handicap  of  the  town’s  political  boss. 
Bob  Burns.  Fay  Bainter,  Jean  Parker,  Irvin  S. 
Cobb.  Director:  Alfred  Santell. 

Arrc^st  Bulldog  Drummond.  .3812. , (58) Nov.  25 

Melodrama.  An  international  spy  commits  two 
murders  to  gain  possession  of  an  invention  for 
explosives,  valuable  for  use  in  warfare,  but 

Bulldog  Drummond  and  his  girl  friend  bring 

about  the  capture  of  the  criminals.  John 

Howard,  Heather  Angel,  H.  B.  Warner.  Di- 

rector: James  Hogan. 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad.  .3817. . (90) . . . .Dec.  30 
Comedy.  The  adventures  of  an  American  thea- 
trical troupe  stranded  in  Paris  who  are  saved 
by  a Texas  oil  millionaire  and  his  daughter  who 
join  the  troupe  incognito.  Jack  Benny,  Joan 
Bennett,  Mary  Boland,  Yacht  Club  Boys.  Di- 
rector: Mitchell  Leisen. 

Beachcomber,  The.  .3863.  . (89)  Mar.  10 

Drama.  A shiftless  drifter  in  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  tropics  wages  a strong  fight  against  a 
woman  missionary  who  tries  to  reform  him. 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester.  Director: 
Erich  Pommer. 

Boy  Trouble.  .3824.  . (74)  Feb.  17 

Comedy.  Two  adopted  youngsters  nearly  wreck 
a household  and  almost  cause  a divorce,  but 
the  family  is  drawn  together  when  one  of  the 
boys  becomes  ill.  Charles  Ruggles,  Mary  Bo- 


land, Billy  Lee,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
George  Archainbaud. 

Cafe  Society . .3826.  . (83)  Mar.  3 


Drama.  A glimpse  into  the  Gotham  circle  of 
cafe  society,  where  a news  reporter  meets 
and  falls  in  love  with  a wealthy  girl.  Made- 
leine Carroll,  Fred  MacMurray,  Shirley  Ross. 
Director:  Edward  H.  Griffith. 

Campus  Confessions.  .3802.  . (66)  Sept.  23 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  benefactor  of  Middle- 
ton  College  puts  the  clamps  down  on  athletics 
but  his  young  son  helps  the  college  soar  into 
athletic  prominence  and  finally  overcome  all 
opposition.  Hank  Luisettl.  Betty  Grable,  Wil- 
liam Henry.  Director;  George  Archainbaud. 

Disbarred.  .3818.  . (68) Jan.  1 

Action  Drama.  An  expose  of  the  criminal  law- 
yer racket,  in  which  a disbarred  lawyer  poses 
as  a real  estate  operator  and  sets  up  a law  office 
headed  by  a woman.  Gail  Patrick,  Otto  Kruger. 
Director:  Robert  Florey. 


Frontiersmen.  .3856. . (74)  Dec.  16 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy,  In  action  against 
raiders  of  the  Old  West,  finds  romance  when 
school  teacher  comes  to  the  frontier.  William 
Boyd,  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden,  Evelyn 
Venable.  Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Give  Me  a Sailor.  .3749.  . (77) Aug.  19 

Comedy.  A matrimonial  mixup  of  two  sis- 
ters, one  a butterfly,  the  other  a drudge,  and 
two  brothers,  naval  officers.  Martha  Raye,  Bob 
Hope,  Betty  Grable.  Director:  Elliott  Nugent. 

If  I AVere  King.  .3810. . (101) .....Nov.  11 

Historical  Drama.  A dramatization  of  the  le- 
gendary vagabond  poet,  Francois  Villon,  and 
his  romantic  French  revolution  activities.  Ron- 
ald Colman,  Basil  Rathbone,  Frances  Dee.  Di- 
rector: Frank  Lloyd. 

Illegal  Traffic..  3809..  (67)  Nov.  4 

Melodrama.  A wildcat  line  operator  grows 
wealthy  operating  an  “underground  railway" 
as  a getaway  for  crooks  and  gets  away  with 
murder  until  a G-Man  joins  his  organization. 
J.  Carrol  Naish,  Mary  (IJarllsle,  Robert  Preston. 
Director:  Louis  King. 

In  Old  Mexico ..  3865 ..  (67) Sept.  9 

Western.  Hopalong  Cassidy  and  his  buddies 
battle  against  a band  of  border  bad-men  In 
the  gay,  romantic  atmosphere  of  Old  Mexico. 
William  Boyd.  George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden. 
Director:  Edward  D.  Venturini. 

King  of  Alcatraz.  .3804.  . (67) Sept.  30 

Melodrama.  Gang  king  escapes  from  Alcatraz 
prison  and  takes  over  a ship  on  the  high  seas, 
terrorizing  the  crew.  Lloyd  Nolan,  Robert  Pres- 
ton, J.  Carrol  Naish,  Gall  Patrick.  Director: 
Robert  Florey. 

King  of  Chinatown.  .3827.  . (57) Mar.  17 

Melodrama.  A Chinese  woman  doctor  nurses 
a gangster  leader  back  to  health  after  he  had 
been  shot,  despite  her  hatred  for  him,  and  he 
falls  in  love  with  her,  but  is  later  killed  by 
his  henchmen.  Anna  May  Wong,  Akim  Tami- 
roff,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Little  Orphan  Annie . . 3814 . . (58)  Dec.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Adapted  from  the  comic  strip. 
Orphan  Annie,  a runaway.  Is  befriended  by  a 
prizefighter,  and  the  two  help  rid  the  commun- 
ity of  loan  sharks.  Ann  Glllis,  Robert  Kent, 
June  Travis.  Director:  Ben  Holmes. 

Men  With  Wings  (Spec.  Bel)  . .3808. . 

(105)  (5  Oot.28 

Historical  Drama.  Tracing  aviation  history 
from  the  first  Wright  Brothers  flight  to  the 
modern  army  bomber,  the  story  unfolds  itself 
around  the  lives  of  a woman  and  two  men  who 
from  childhood  devote  themselves  to  aeronau- 
tics. Fred  MacMurray,  Ray  Milland,  Louise 
Fampbell.  Director:  William  Wellman. 

Mysterious  Ruler.  .3707.  . (73)  Oct.  21 

Western.  An  adaptation  of  the  Zane  Grey  novel 
of  the  outdoors,  in  which  a man,  framed  on  a 
murder  charge,  comes  back  20  years  later  for 
revenge,  disguised  as  a masked  mystery  rider. 
Douglas  Dumbrille,  Sidney  Toler.  Director: 
Lesley  Selander. 

. . . one-third  of  a nation  . . . 3825.  . (75) . .Feb.  24 
Drama.  A story  of  the  housing  problems,  that 
deals  with  the  slum  sections.  Sylvia  Sidney, 
Le[f  Erickson.  Director:  Dudley  Murphy. 

Paris  Honeymoon.  .3821.  . (85)  Jan.  27 

Musical  Comedy.  A wealthy  American  goes  to 
Europe  to  await  the  Paris  divorce  of  his  fiancee 
In  the  interim  he  falls  in  love  with  a beauti- 
ful peasant  girl.  Bing  Crosby,  Franciska  Gaal, 
Edward  Everett  Horton,  Akim  Tamlroff.  Direc- 
tor: Frank  Tuttle. 

Persons  in  Hiding.  .3823.  . (69) Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  The  astonishing  story  of  a fe- 
male Svengali  who  turns  a small-time  crook 
into  America’s  most  dangerous  criminal.  Based 
on  the  book  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Lynne  Over- 
man. Patricia  Morison,  J.  Carrol  Naish.  Di- 
rector: Louis  King. 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile.  .3815.  . (70)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A son’s  struggle  with  loyalty 
and  duty  when  his  father,  an  ex-Cossack,  turns 
cattle  rustler  and  is  sent  to  prison.  Akim 
Tamlroff,  Leif  Erikson,  Frances  Farmer.  Direc- 
tor: Alfred  E.  Green. 

St.  Louis  Blues.  .3822.  (87) Feb.  3 

Musical  Romance.  A showgirl,  fleeing  a ruth- 
less manager,  joins  a show  boat  troupe  as  a 
singer,  and  saves  the  owner  from  bankruptcy. 
Dorothy  Lamour,  Lloyd  Nolan,  Tito  Guizar. 
Director:  Raoul  Walsh. 

Say  It  in  French ..  3831 ..  (69)  Nov.  26 

Comedy.  A young  man  returns  home  with  a 
Parisian  wife  and  before  he  can  announce  the 
news,  finds  his  family  facing  financial  ruin 
unless  he  makes  a wealthy  marriage.  Ray  Mil- 
land,  Olympe  Bradna,  Irene  Hervey.  Director; 
Andrew  L.  Stone. 

Sing  Yon  Sinners.  ..3801  . . (!I0) Sept.  2 

Comedy  with  Music.  The  story  of  three  crooner 
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brothers,  two  of  whom  are  so  lazy  that  the 
third  brother  has  to  forego  marrying  his 
fiancee  to  provide  for  the  family.  Bing  Crosby, 
Fred  MacMurray,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director: 
Wesley  Ruggles. 

Sons  of  the  Legion.  .3803.  . (60) Sept.  16 

Drama.  A group  of  small-towm  boys  form  a 
"Sons  of  the  Legion"  branch,  but  two  boys,  un- 
able to  join  because  of  their  father’s  dishonor- 
able discharge  from  the  army,  set  out  to  prove 
their  father’s  innocence.  Lynne  Overman,  Eve- 
lyn Keyes,  Donald  O’Connor.  Director:  James 
Hogan. 

Spamn  of  the  ^orth.  ,3750.  . (113) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama,  A drama  of  America’s  last  fron- 
tier, the  salmon  fishing  waters  of  Alaska,  and 
the  war  between  the  trap-site  owners  and  fish 
pirates,  filmed  against  a scenic  background. 
George  Raft,  Henry  Fonda,  Dorothy  Lamour, 
Director;  Henry  Hathaway. 

Sunset  Trail.  . 38.57 . . (68)  Feb.  24 

Western.  The  murder  of  a wealthy  rancher 
climaxes  a series  of  stagecoach  robberies  and 
murders  by  a cunning  gambler  and  his  outlaw 
gang.  Hopalong  poses  as  a wealthy  tenderfoot 
to  bring  about  their  capture,  William  Boyd, 
George  Hayes,  Russell  Hayden,  Jane  Clayton. 
Director:  Lesley  Selander. 

Thanks  for  the  Memory.  .3811. . (78) Nov.  18 

Comedy  Drama.  A salesman  trying  to  write 
a novel  is  continually  disrupted,  first,  by  an- 
noying friends,  then  by  household  chores  when 
his  wife  gets  a job  so  he  will  have  time  to 
w^rite.  A quarrel  sends  him  to  finish  his  novel 
In  a garret,  but  the  couple  are  reunited  when 
the  book  is  finished.  Hedda  Hopper,  Patricia 
Wilder,  Roscoe  Karns.  Director:  George  Ar- 
chalnbaud. 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective.  .3816.  . (68) Dec.  23 

Comedy  Drama.  Huck  Finn  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
while  on  a country  visit  discover  a murder  and 
solve  the  case  in  their  own  way.  Donald 
O’Connor,  Billy  Cook,  Porter  Hall.  Director: 
Louis  King. 

Touchdown,  Army.  .3805.  .(71)  Oct.  7 

Action  Drama.  A cadet  breaks  every  known  rule 
to  court  the  Colonel’s  daughter,  and  becomes 
unpopular  with  his  classmen,  but  proves  himself 
a regular  guy  before  the  big  football  game. 
Robert  Cummings,  Mary  Carlisle.  Director:  Kurt 
Neumann. 

Zaza.  .3819.  .(86)  Jan.  13 

Drama.  A music-hall  actress,  who  rises  to  fame 
as  a Parisian  entertainer,  falls  in  love  with  a 
man  whom  she  later  learns  Is  married.  Claud- 
ette Colbert,  Herbert  Marshall.  Director:  George 
Cukor. 

Republic 

Hilly  the  Kid  Returns . . 851 ..  (56)  Sept.  4 

Western,  As  the  "double"  for  the  notorious 
Billy  the  Kid,  the  hero  takes  the  side  of  the 
small  farmers  In  their  war  against  cattle 
barons.  Roy  Rogers,  Smiiley  Burnette,  Mary 
Hart.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Come  On,  Rangers!.  .818.  . (57) Nov.  26 

Western.  Succeeded  by  the  U.  S.  Cavalry,  the 
Texas  Rangers  are  reinstated  when  the  army 
fails  on  a difficult  task  the  ex-Rangers  handle. 
Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Di- 
rector: Joe  Kane. 

Desperate  Adventure,  A.  .7013.  . (65) Aug.  15 

Romantic  Drama.  A Parisian  artist  paints  a 
portrait  of  his  imaginary  "dream  girl,"  but 
complications  arise  when  an  American  heiress, 
who  bears  a startling  resemblance  to  the  pic- 
ture. puts  in  her  appearance.  Ramon  Novarro, 
Marian  Marsh,  Eric  Blore.  Director:  John  H. 
Auer. 

Dowti  in  Arkansaw.  .805. . (66) Oct.  8 

Drama.  A government  man,  sent  to  the  back- 
woods  of  Arkansas  to  buy  property  for  a dam, 
gradually  overcomes  the  hostility  of  the  natives. 
Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry,  Ralph  Byrd,  Pinky 
Tomlin.  Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Durango  Valley  Raiders.  .7128.  . (56) Aug.  22 

Western.  The  Durango  Valley  Is  terrorized  by 
a bandit  known  as  the  Shadow,  head  of  a 
gang  of  killers.  Through  a frameup  the  hero 
is  arrested  for  murder,  but  escapes  and  brings 
the  real  culprits  to  justice.  Bob  Steele.  Di- 
rector: Sam  Newfleld. 

Federal  Man-Hunt.  . (64) Dec.  27 

Action  Drama.  Believing  him  Innocent,  a girl 
aids  a convict’s  escape  from  prison,  and  helps 
the  police  recapture  him  when  she  learns  his 
background.  Robert  Livingston,  June  Travis, 
John  Gallaudet.  Director:  Nick  Grlnde. 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds.  .808. . (65)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  The  offspring  of  a thorough- 
bred they  had  tried  to  disqualify,  grows  up, 
enters  the  derby  and  wins  the  race.  Ralph  Byrd, 
Mary  Carlisle,  George  Hayes,  Director:  Sidney 
Salkow. 


Forged  Passport .. 823 ..  (64)  Feb.  15 

Action  Drama.  After  getting  fired  for  being  too 
ready  with  his  fists,  a government  man  goes 
after  a gang  of  alien  smugglers  and  is  rein- 
stated in  the  service.  Paul  Kelly,  June  Lang, 
Lyle  Talbot.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Higgins  Family,  The.  .7015.  .(64) Aug.  29 

Comedy  Dranxa.  An  advertising  agency  man 
goes  broke  when  his  wife  condemns  the  product 
of  his  prospective  clients  on  her  airshow,  which 
brings  them  into  divorce  court.  They  walk  out 
on  the  judge  when  their  children  get  in  trouble. 
James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason,  Russell  Gleason. 
Director:  Gus  Meins. 

Home  on  the  Prairie . .842  ..  (58) Feb.  10 

Western.  The  singing  cowboy  turns  cattle  in- 
spector and  solves  the  mystery  of  the  hoof-and- 
mouth  disease  in  his  district.  Gene  Autry, 
Smiley  Burnette.  June  Storey.  Director:  Jack 
Townley. 

I Stand  Accused.  ,806.  . (61) Oct.  28 

Melodrama.  A struggling  young  lawyer  finds 
the  money  and  notoriety  in  protecting  racketeers 
appealing  until  he  is  forced  to  protect  them 
in  court,  fighting  against  his  best  friend.  Rob- 
ert Cummings,  Helen  Mack,  Thomas  Beck.  Di- 
rector: John  H.  Auer. 

I Has  a Convict.  .824.  . (62) Mar.  6 

Melodrama.  A multi-millionaire  befriends  two 
paroled  convicts  he  had  met  while  in  prison  for 
income  tax  evasion.  One  of  them,  intending  to 
rob  him,  is  rehabilitated  when  he  falls  for 
the  man’s  daughter,  and  saves  his  benefac- 
tor from  a kidnap  plot.  Barton  MacLane, 

Beverly  Roberts,  Clarence  Kolb.  Director: 

Aubrey  Scotto. 

Man  From  Music  Mountain.  .7104.  . (58) ,.  .Aug.  15 
Western.  Autry  swings  Into  action  when  un- 
scrupulous promoters  subdivide  a ghost  town, 
in  the  heart  of  a desert,  on  the  false  claim 
that  the  Boulder  Dam  power  line  will  run 

through  It.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 

Carol  Hughes.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Mysterious  Miss  X.  .809.  . (62) Jan.  10 

Melodrama.  An  actor,  accused  of  murder,  is 
freed  by  a peculiar  twist  of  fate.  But  he  and 
the  dead  man’s  daughter  together  solve  the 

murder.  Michael  Whalen,  Mary  Hart,  Chick 

Chandler.  Director;  Gus  Meins. 

Night  Hawk,  The.  .817,  . (63) Oct.  1 

Melodrama.  A newspaper  reporter  hides  in  the 
iron  lung  of  a crippled  child  to  unearth  the 

liquor  smuggling  racket.  Robert  Livingston. 

June  Travis,  Robert  Armstrong.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 

Orphans  of  the  Streets.  .819. . (64) Dec.  6 

Drama.  A man  saves  a dog’s  life  in  this  story 
of  an  Alsatian  Shepherd  dog  on  trial  for  the 
murder  of  a man.  Robert  Livingston,  Tommy 
Ryan,  June  Storey.  Director:  John  H.  Auer. 

Overland  Stage  Raiders.  .862. . (55) Sept.  20 

Western.  The  Mesqulteers  own  an  airport  and 
one  of  their  planes  with  a large  gold  shipment 
disappears,  but  they  find  the  plane  and  deliver 
the  gold.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Corrigan,  Louis 
Brooks.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Prairie  Moon.  .7107.  . (58)  Sept.  26 

Western.  As  friendly  guardian  to  three  chil- 
dren, Autry  saves  their  ranch  from  a gang 
leader  who  pretends  to  hold  their  Interest  at 
heart.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Director: 
Ralph  Staub. 

Pride  of  the  Navy . . 822 . . (63) Jan.  26 

Drama.  A young  seaman,  who  fails  in  the 
initial  test  of  his  torpedo-boat  invention,  later 
wins  success  and  the  captain’s  daughter.  James 
Dunn,  Rochelle  Hudson.  Director:  Charles  La- 
ment. 

Red  River  Range.  .861.  . (56) Dec.  22 

Western.  Guests  on  a dude  ranch  discover  they 
have  unwittingly  taken  part  In  what  they 
thought  were  "fake"  rustling  parties,  headed 
by  the  ranch  owner.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rhythm  <»f  the  Saddle  (formerly  Song  of 

the  West)  . .7108.  . (.58)  Nov.  5 

Western.  Gene  Autry  and  Smiley  Burnette  see 
to  it  all  goes  smooth  at  the  Silver  Saddle  Ranch 
on  Rodeo  Day  and  also  win  the  stagecoach 
race.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette.  Pert  Kelton. 
Director:  George  Sherman. 

Rough  Itiders  Roundup.  .853.  . (58) Mar.  13 

Western.  Two  Border  Patrolmen  are  suspended 
for  allowing  an  outlaw  gang  to  escape.  They 
follow  the  leader  to  his  hideout  and  capture 
the  gang,  which  wins  their  reinstatement.  Roy 
Rogers.  Mary  Hart,  Raymond  Hatton.  Director: 
Joseph  Kane. 

Santa  Fe  Stampede.  .863.  . (56) Nov.  18 

We.«;tern.  Following  the  murder  of  a rich  or© 
mine  owner  and  his  little  daughter,  the  Three 
Mesquiteers  enter  the  town  at  Santa  Fe  to  cap- 
ture the  culprits  and  replace  the  crooked  mayor 
with  an  honest  man.  John  Wayne,  Ray  Cor- 
rigan, Max  Terhune.  Director:  George  Terhune. 

.Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon . . 852 . . (57) Dec.  23 

Western.  A cattle  rustler  wants  a certain  ranch 
to  store  his  stolen  cattle  and  tries  to  burn  down 


the  place  to  get  It.  Roy  Rogers,  Mary  Hart, 
William  Farnum.  Director:  Joe  Kane. 

Storm  Over  Bengal ..  807 ..  (65) Nov.  7 

Action  Drama.  A story  of  the  army  activities 
of  British  soldiers  on  India’s  frontiers.  Patrlc 
Knowles,  Richard  Cromwell,  Rochelle  Hudson. 
Director:  Sidney  Salkow. 

Tenth  Avenue  Kid.  .7025.  . (56) Aug.  22 

Action  Drama.  The  son  of  a mobster  is 
adopted  by  the  cop  who  had  killed  the  boy’s 
father  In  a gunfight.  The  mob  snatches  the 
boy  to  keep  him  from  talking  but  the  cop  ejid 
the  youngster  emerge  as  heroes  in  the  grun 
battle  that  follows.  Bruce  Cabot,  Tommy  Ryan. 
Beverly  Roberts.  Director:  Bernard  Vorhaus. 

Western  Jamboree.  .841.  . (59)  Dec.  2 

Western.  A ranch  foreman  saves  his  boss’s 
property  from  two  men  anxious  to  get  him  to 
sell  before  he  discovers  his  land  holds  valuable 
helium  deposits.  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Jean  Rouverol.  Director:  Ralph  Staub. 

Woman  Doctor.  .808.  . (65)  Feb.  10 

Drama.  A woman  surgeon,  with  little  time  for 
her  husband  and  child,  is  faced  with  a divorce 
threat  when  her  husband  falls  for  a charmer. 
They  are  reconciled  when  their  child  is  injured 
in  an  accident.  Frieda  Inescort,  Henry  Wil- 
coxon,  Claire  Dodd,  Sybil  Jason.  Director:  Sid- 
ney Salkow. 


RKO  Radio 

Affairs  of  Annabel,  The.  .902.  . (68) Sept.  9 

Comedy.  A behind-the-scenes  satire  on  Holly- 
wood, featuring  a pampered  star  and  a studio 
press  agent  assigned  to  elevate  her  to  page 
one  publicity.  Jack  Gakie,  Lucille  Ball.  Di- 
rector; Ben  Stoloff. 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour . .908. . (61) Nov.  11 

Comedy.  A motion  picture  celebrity  and  her 
press  agent  go  on  a tour  to  restore  her  waning 
popularity,  but  the  star  tries  to  swap  her 
career  for  a one-sided  romance  with  a titled 
married  novelist.  Jack  Oakie,  Lucille  Ball. 
Director;  Lew  Landers. 

Arizona  Legion.  .982. . (58)  Jan.  20 

Western.  The  hero,  working  secretly  as  head 
of  a vigilante  group,  rids  Arizona  of  marauding 
bandits.  George  O’Brien,  Laraine  Johnson.  Di- 
rector: David  Howard. 

Beauty  for  the  Asking.  .915.  . (64) Feb.  24 

Comedy.  A young  beautician  markets  a new 
face  cream,  and  complications  ensue  when  her 
advertising  agency  secures  financial  aid  for 
her  through  the  wife  of  the  man  who  had  jilt- 
ed her.  Lucille  Ball,  Donald  Woods,  Patric 
Knowles,  Frieda  Inescort.  Director:  Glenn 
Tryon. 

Boy  Slaves  (formerly  Pure  in  Mind).. 911 

(71)  Feb.  10 

Melodrama.  A gang  of  road  kids  are  paroled 
to  a man  who  pretends  to  befriend  them,  but 
they  become  prisoners  in  his  turpentine  camp. 
Anne  Shirley,  Roger  Daniel.  Director:  P.  J. 
Wolfson. 

Breaking  the  Ice.  .845,  . (82) Aug,  26 

Comedy  with  Music.  A young  lad  of  much 
promise  In  the  Ice  skating  rink,  gives  It  all 
up  to  fulfill  his  ambition  to  take  his  mother 
to  Goshen,  Indiana.  Bobby  Breen,  Dolores  Cos- 
tello, Irene  Dare.  Director:  Eddie  Cline. 

Carefree . . 837 . . (83)  Sept.  2 

Musical  Comedy.  A psychiatrist  attempts  to 
aid  a young  lawyer  and  his  fiancee,  who  re- 
fuses to  marry  him  until  she,  too.  becomes  a 
lawyer.  Humorous  complications  evolve,  and 
when  the  smoke  has  cleared  the  doctor  finds 
he  is  in  love  with  the  girl.  Fred  Astaire,  Gin- 
ger Rogers,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Mark 
Sandrich. 

Fisherman’s  AVharf . .844.  . (71)  Feb.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A fisherman  nearly  loses  the 
adopted  son  he  loves,  when  he  falls  in  love 
with  a worthless  woman.  Bobby  Breen,  Leo 
Carrillo,  Lee  Patrick.  Director:  Bernard  Vor- 
haus. 

Fiitritives  for  a Night.  .803.  . (63) Sept.  23 

Melodrama.  A studio  manager  Is  murdered  and 
a .stooge  he  had  fired,  together  with  the  latter’s 
girl  friend,  are  accused.  Frank  Albertson, 
Eleanor  Lynn,  Bradley  Page.  Director:  Leslie 
Goodwins. 

Great  Man  Votes,  The.  .913.  . (70) Jan.  13 

Comedy.  An  academic  scholar  turns  to  drink 
when  his  wife  dies,  but  reforms  when  the  Chil- 
dren’s Society  threatens  to  take  away  his  two 
children.  John  Barrymore,  Peter  Holden,  Vir- 
ginia Weidler.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Gunga  Din.  .912.  . (117)  Feb.  17 

Action  Drama.  British  military  adventure  in  the 
mountain  passes  of  Northern  India,  suggested 
vaguely  by  Rudyard  Kipling’s  famous  poem  of 
the  Indian  water  boy.  Cary  Grant,  Victor  Me- 
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Laglen,  Douglas  Fairbanks  jr.,  Sam  Jaffee, 
Eduardo  Cianelli.  Director:  George  Stevens. 

Daw  West  of  Tombstone.  .909. . (72) Nov.  18 

Western.  A dramatization  of  the  days  of  the 
old  west,  in  which  an  ex-outiaw  moves  to  a 
new  frontier  and  establishes  law  and  order. 
Harry  Carey.  Tim  Holt,  Evelyn  Brent.  Di- 
rector: Glenn  Tyron. 

Lawless  Valley . .981. . (59)  Nov.  4 

Western.  A young  cowboy,  sent  to  prison  on  a 
false  charge  of  stage  robbery.  Is  paroled,  and 
returns  to  find  his  sweetheart  held  prisoner  on 
her  ranch  by  a couple  of  lawless  valley  over- 
lords,  one  of  whom  is  guilty  of  the  robbery 
charge.  George  O’Brien,  Kay  Sutton.  Director: 
David  Howard. 

Lost  Patrol.  . (reissue) ..  (73)  Feb.  17 

Drama.  A group  of  white  men,  lost  in  the 
desert,  are  shot  down  one  by  one  by  hostile 
Arabs,  until  only  the  leader  is  left  to  face  the 
murderous  tribe.  Victor  McLaglen,  Boris  Kar- 
loff, Wallace  Ford,  Reginald  Denny.  Director: 
John  Ford. 

Mad  Miss  Manton.  .906. . (78)  Oct.  21 

Mystery  Comedy.  A society  girl  with  a de- 
tective complex  uncovers  a murder  but  can’t 
get  the  police  to  believe  her.  A newspaper 
berates  her  and  is  sued  for  libel,  and  in  the 
interim  the  girl  solves  the  mystery.  Barbara 


Stanwyck,  Henry  Fonda.  Director:  Leigh 
Jason. 

Man  to  Remember,  A.. 905..  (80) Oct.  14 


Drama.  The  life  story  of  a rural  doctor,  whose 
humanitarianism  stands  out  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  selfish,  hypocritical  town  biggies  who  are 
antagonistic  to  him  during  his  lifetime.  Edward 
Ellis,  Ann  Shirley.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off . .904. . (76) Oct.  7 

Comedy.  The  father  of  a collegiate  swing  band 
leader,  offers  to  donate  t200,000  to  the  university 
if  the  coaching  staff  can  make  a football  star 
of  his  son  who  dislikes  the  game.  Joe  Penner, 
June  Travis.  Director:  Leslie  Goodwins. 

Next  Time  I Marry  (formerly  Trailer 

Romance)  . .910.  . (65)  Dec.  2 

Comedy.  Faced  with  loss  of  an  inheritance  un- 
less, she  gets  an  American  husband,  but  in  love 
with  a Count,  a girl  marries  a WPA  worker. 
The  quick  divorce  agreed  upon  is  forgotten 
when  romance  enters.  Lucille  Ball,  James  Elli- 
son, Lee  Bowman.  Director:  Garson  Kanin. 

Pacific  Liner.  .914.  . (76)  Jan.  6 

Action  Drama.  A ship’s  doctor  tries  to  stem  the 
spread  of  Asiatic  cholera  aboard  a traveling 
vessel,  but  the  chief  engineer  hampers  his  ef- 
forts, while  threats  of  mutiny  and  death  prevail. 
Victor  McLaglen,  Chester  Morris,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Lew  Landers. 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the 

Circus.  .948.  .(68)  Nov.  25 

Comedy  Drama.  Tommy  pinchhits  for  Ann  as 
a bareback  rider  with  the  circus  when  Ann  Is 
hurt.  He  comes  through  with  flying  colors. 
Tommy  Kelly,  Ann  Gillis.  Director:  Edward  F. 
Cline. 

Renegade  Ranger.  .884. . (60) Sept.  16 

Western.  A girl  attempts  to  remedy  the  wrongs 
of  land  thieves  and  is  arrested  for  murder,  but 
the  hero  pins  the  killing  on  a crooked  tax  col- 
lector and  wins  the  girl.  George  O’Brien,  Rita 
Hayworth.  Director:  David  Howard. 

Room  Service.  .901.  . (80)  Sept.  30 

Comedy.  A penniless  theatrical  producer  and 
his  assistants  fake  measles  to  keep  from  being 
thrown  out  of  their  hotel  and  persuade  the 
manager  to  finance  their  show.  Marx  Brothers, 
Ann  Miller,  Frank  Albertson.  Director:  William 
A.  Seiter. 

Saint  Strikes  Back,  The.  .918.  . (64) Mar.  10 

Mystery- Melodrama.  The  Saint  helps  a San 
Francisco  lassie  clear  her  name  and  to  wipe 
out  a band  of  thieves  who  had  framed  her 
father,  the  police  commissioner.  George  San- 
ders, Wendy  Barrie,  Jonathan  Hale.  Director: 
John  Farrow. 

Smashing  the  Rackets.  .832.  . (80) Aug.  19 

Melodrama.  A G-Man  quits  to  become  Junior 
prosecutor  in  the  office  of  the  D.  A.,  where  ha 
learns  of  the  existence  of  protected  rackets,  and 
sets  out  to  clean  up  the  town.  Chester  Mor- 


ris, Bruce  Cabot,  Frances  Mercer.  Director: 
Lew  Landers. 

Star  of  Midnight.  .Reissue.  . (90) Feb.  17 


Mystery  Comedy-Drama.  A Broadway  star  dis- 
appears, a columnist  is  murdered,  and  numer- 
ous suspects  are  rounded  up  before  the  mys- 
tery is  cleared.  William  Powell,  Ginger  Rog- 
ers. Director:  Stephen  Roberts. 

Tarnished  Angel  (formerly  Miracle  Racket) 

907..  (67)  Oct.  28 

Melodrama.  A nightclub  hostess,  hiding  out 
from  police,  disguises  herself  as  an  evangelist 
and  plots  to  steal  a priceless  necklace  until 
she  discovers  her  fake  “faith  cures"  are  get- 
ting results.  Sally  Ellers,  Lee  Bowman.  Di- 
rector: Leslie  Goodwins. 

12  Crowded  Hours  ..917..  (64)  Mar.  3 

Action  Drama.  A reporter  exposes  the  policy 
racket  in  order  to  clear  his  sweetheart  s broth- 


er. Richard  Dix,  Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane, 
Cyrus  W.  Kendall.  Director:  Lew  Landers. 

State  Rights 

lioiKiuets  From  Nicholas.  . (75) Walch 

Satire.  A French  satire  on  American  gangs, 
the  story  revolving  around  a simple  flower 
vender  who  becomes  the  dupe  of  gangsters, 
Noel-Noel,  Madeliene  Robinson.  Director:  Mau- 
rice Cammage. 

Bronze  Buckaroo,  The..  (59) Hollywood  Piet. 

Western  with  All-Colored  Cast.  Villains  attempt 
to  acquire  a piece  of  land  containing  a valuable 
gold  mine.  Herbert  Jefferey,  Spencer  Williams, 
“Four  Tones."  Director:  Richard  C.  Kahn. 

Code  of  tile  Fearless.  . (56) Spectrum 

Western.  A ranger  pretends  he  is  fired  from 
the  service  to  get  in  with  a gang  of  crooks. 
Fred  Scott,  Claire  Rochelle.  Director:  Raymond 
K.  Johnson. 

Country  Bride.  . (85)  Amkino 

Comedy.  A gay  Russian  comedy  dealing  with 
the  trials  and  tribulations  of  a pair  of  collec- 
tive farm  workers  in  love.  F.  N.  Kurikhin,  Maria 
Ladynina,  Director:  Ivan  Plriov. 

Convicts  at  Large . . (57) Principal 

Comedy  Drama.  An  architect  blunders  into  a 
net  of  racketeers  who  think  he  is  an  escaped 
convict  who  knows  the  hiding  place  of  some 
stolen  jewels.  Ralph  Forbes,  Paula  Stone.  Di- 
rectors: Scott  E.  Beal  and  David  A.  Freedman. 

Courier  of  Lyons.  . (92) Pax  Films 

Drama.  The  story  of  an  18th  century  mail  rob- 
bery in  France,  in  which  all  the  thieves  but 
the  leader  are  caught.  The  wrong  man  Is  mis- 
taken as  the  leader  and  is  guillotined  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Pierre  Blanchar,  DIta 
Parlo.  Dorville.  Director:  Maurice  Lehamn. 

Crossroads.  . (80) Tri-National 

Drama.  An  industrialist,  plagued  by  blackmail- 
ers, becomes  convinced  that  he  was  a notorious 
thief  before  he  lost  his  memory.  (French  dia- 
logue.) Charles  Vanel,  Jules  Berry,  Suzy  Prim. 
Director:  Kurt  Bernhardt. 

Dark  Sands..  (75)  Record  Pictures 

Drama.  A soldier,  unjustly  accused  of  murder, 
flees  the  army  and  becomes  leader  of  a desert 
tribe,  due  to  his  medical  and  general  knowledge, 
but  is  unaware  that  his  superior  officer  who 
befriends  him  is  court-martialed.  Paul  Robe- 
son, Henry  Wilcoxon.  Director:  Thornton  Free- 
land. 

Delinquent  Parents  (62)  Progressive 

Drama.  Woman  judge  makes  amend.s  for  her 
daughter  whom  she  placed  In  a foundling  home. 
Doris  Weston.  Maurice  Murphy,  Helen  Mac- 
Kellar.  Director:  Nick  Grinde. 

Duke  Is  Tops,  The..  (65) Million  Dollar  Prod. 

Musical.  An  all-Negro  musical.  The  hero  sac- 
rifices his  own  stage  ambitions  for  his  sweet- 
heart singer,  while  he  goes  down  the  ladder 
a.nd  ends  up  with  a medicine  show.  Ralph 
Cooper,  Lena  Horne.  Director:  Pill  Noltv. 

Father  O’Flynn.  . (67)  J.  H.  Hoff  berg 

Drama  with  Music.  An  Irish  film  about  a girl 
kept  captive  by  her  father  in  a gambling  house. 
Tom  Burke,  Jeane  Adrienne,  Dennis  O’Neil. 
Director:  Wilfred  Noy. 

Feud  of  the  Range.  . (Metropolitan) ..(..).  .Deo.  1 

Western.  Starring  Bob  Steele  with  the  cast  of 
Gertrude  Messinger,  Richard  Cramer,  Frank 
LaRue,  Bob  Burns,  Charles  King,  Bud  Buster, 
Jack  Ingram,  Duke  R.  Lee,  Jean  Cranford. 
Director:  Harry  S.  Webb. 

Foolish  Virgin,  The..  (80) Walch 

Drama.  An  elderly  lawyer  runs  off  with  a young 
girl.  Her  brother  follows  and  the  girl  is  shot 
by  mistake  in  a scuffle.  Victor  Francen,  Juliette 
Faber,  Gabrielle  Dorziat.  Director:  Henry  Dia- 
mant-Berger. 

Forbidden  Music.  . (64) World  Pictures 

Musical  Satire.  Dictator  of  a mythical  kingdom 
puts  a ban  on  music  so  his  subjects  can  con- 
centrate on  the  national  debt.  Jimmy  Durante, 
Richard  Tauber,  Diana  Napier.  Director:  Walter 
Forde. 

40  Little  Mothers  (Le  Moche) . . (95) . .National  Piet. 
Comedy.  A bachelor  teacher  in  a girls’  school 
tries  to  smuggle  in  an  abandoned  baby  found 
on  his  doorstep.  The  authorities  intervene  but 
the  girls  stage  a strike  to  reinstate  their  teacher. 
Lucien  Baroux,  Philippe,  Madeleine  Robinson. 
Director:  Leonide  Moguy. 

Friends.  . (97)  Ainidno 

Outdoor  Drama.  How  the  Caucasian  tribes  were 
welded  together  as  a revolutionary  force  in 
1917,  against  their  oppressors.  Boris  Babochkin, 
Nikolai  Cherkassov,  S.  Kayukov,  K.  Daushvili. 
Director:  L.  Arnshtam. 

Great  John  Rricsson,  The.  . (94) ....  * .Scandinavian 
Swedish  picturization  of  a phase  of  American 
history,  depicting  a chapter  in  John  Ericsson's 
life,  the  man  who  turned  the  tide  of  the  Civil 
War.  As  a prologue.  Count  Bernadotte,  nephew 
to  King  Gustav  V of  Sweden,  greets  America. 
Victor  Seasirom,  Marta  Ekstrom,  Sigurd  Wallen. 
Director:  Gustaf  Edgieii. 


Heart  of  Paris..  (80) Walch 

Drama.  A prosperous  French  shopkeeper  and 

his  happy  family  come  to  the  aid  of  a Rus- 
sian girl  acquitted  of  a murder  charge.  (French 
dialogue  with  English  sub-titles.)  Raimu, 

Michele  Morgan.  Director:  Marc  Allgret. 

Kreutzer  Sonata,  The ..  (79)  ..  .Foreign  Cinema  Arts 
Drama.  A Fiench  film  version  of  Leo  Tolstoy’s 
famous  story  and  Beethoven’s  imimortal  compo- 
sition. Gaby  Morlay,  Jean  Yonnel.  Director: 
Charles  Guichard. 

Lenin  in  October. . (92)  Amkino 

Drama.  A chronicle  of  the  life  of  Lenin  and 
the  events  leading  up  to  the  Revolution.  Boris 
V.  Shchukin,  N.  Svobodin.  Director:  Mikhail 
Romm. 

Life  and  Loves  of  Beethoven.  . (80) World 

Drama.  A French  production  bringing  the  im- 
mortal music  of  the  famous  composer  to  the 
screen  and  unfolding  his  tragic  love  story.  Haxry 
Baur,  Annie  Ducaux,  Pauley  Debucourt,  Janny 
uult.  Directoi  . Abel  Gance. 

Mamele . . ( 100)  Sphinx 

Comedy-Drama.  Yiddish  film  about  a widowed 
mother  who  continually  makes  sacrifices  for  an 
unappreciative  clan.  Molly  Picon,  Edmund 
Avenda,  Max  Bozyk.  Directors:  Joseph  Green, 
Konrad  Tom. 

Marusia.  . (105)  tJkrafilm 

Drama  with  Music.  A Ukrainian  folk  drama  of 
a hunch-back  whose  love  for  the  town’s  fairest 
maiden  leads  to  the  death  the  girl  and  her 
true  lover.  Stephania  Melnvk,  Nicholas  Steh- 
nitzky.  Director:  Leo  Bulgakov. 

Neighbors. . (90) Best  Films 

Comedy.  A Jewish  comedy  of  errors  in  which 
a mixup  in  names  brings  confusion  and  ro- 
mance into  the  life  of  a radio  announcer.  Helen 
Gross,  Joseph  Orwid.  Director: 

Old  Curiosity  Shop,  The..  (70) Empire 

Period  Drama.  From  the  Charles  Dickens 
classic  of  the  same  name,  in  which  is  portrayed 
the  beloved  character  of  “Little  Nell."  Hay 
Petrie,  Elaine  Benson.  Director:  Thomas  Bentley. 

Orage  (Tempest) . . (73) Tri-National 

Drama.  An  engineer  gives  up  his  wife  for  a 
temptress  who  really  loves  him,  but  tragedy 
ensues.  (French  dialogue  with  English  sub- 
titles.) Charles  Boyer,  Michele  Morgan,  Lisette 
Lanvin.  Director: 

I’aroled  From  the  Big  House..  (60) J.D.K. 

Drama.  The  story  of  what  happens  to  paroled 
convicts.  the  love  Interest  being  centered 
around  a girl  whose  father  has  been  killed  by 
the  gangsters  and  a cop  masquerading  as  a 
convict  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  pal.  Jean 
Carmen,  Richard  Adams.  Director:  Elmer 
Clifton. 

Sable  Cicada.  . (87) Modern  Film  Corp. 

Historical.  A Chinese  historical  classic  of  the 
fall  of  the  Han  dynasty.  Violet  Koo,  Y.  L.  Wei, 
I.  E.  Koo.  Director:  R.  Poh. 

Sacrifice  D’Honneur.  . (75)  Tri-National 

Naval  Drama.  A wife  sacrifices  her  honor  to 
save  her  husband  from  court-martial  and  dis- 
missal from  the  naval  service.  (French  dia- 
logue.) Annabella,  Victor  Francen.  Director: 

School  for  Husbands.  . (72) J.  H.  Hoff  berg 

Comedy.  An  adult  film,  portraying  a philan- 
derer who  demonstrates  to  two  conventional 
husbands  the  advisability  of  flirting  with  one’.« 
respective  spouses.  Diana  Churchill,  Henry 
Kendall,  Romney  Brent.  Director:  Andrew 
Marton. 

Slipper  Episode,  The..  (80) French  Film 

Farce.  Two  casual  acquaintances  tour  a large 
slice  of  Europe  to  return  a missing  slipper  to  a 
faithless  wife.  Betty  Stockflold,  Roger  Trevllle. 
Director:  Jean  De  Llmur. 

Smoky  Trails ..(..)..  Metropolitan Jan.  15 

Western.  Starring  Bob  Steele  with  the  cast  of 
Jean  Carmen,  Bruce  Dane,  Murdock  Ma'cQuarrie, 
Carleton  Young,  Ted  Adams,  Frank  LaRue,  Jim 
Aubrey,  Bob  Terry,  Frank  Wayne.  Producer: 
Harry  S.  Webb. 

Tarzan  and  the  Green  Goddess.  . (72) ...  .Principal 
A statue  containing  a secret  formula  for  an 
explosive  is  the  center  of  a rigorous  search 
by  an  English  party  and  an  unscrupulous  out- 
fit who  fight  it  out  in  the  Guatemalan  jungle 
for  possession  of  the  formula.  Herman  Brix, 
Ula  Holt.  Director:  Edward  Kull. 

'I’eii  Laps  to  Go..  (67) Ace  Pictures 

Action  Drama.  A romance  of  the  speedway  In 
which  a racing  driver  loses  his  nerve  after  a 
crackiip,  but  regains  it  In  time  to  save  his  boss 
from  an  unscrupulous  driver  who  attempts  to 
steal  his  invention  plans  and  wreck  his  ma- 
chine. Rex  Lease.  Muriel  Evans,  Tom  Moore. 
Director:  Elmer  Clifton. 

They  Were  Five..  (78)  Lenauer 

Drama.  Five  friends,  banded  together  by  ad- 
versity, win  a small  fortune  in  a lottery  and 
pool  their  resources  to  build  an  Inn.  As  the 
picture  closes  only  two  of  the  five  friends  are 
left.  Jean  Gabin,  Charles  Vanel.  Director: 

Julien  Duvivier. 

Three  Legionnaires. . (63)  General 
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Comedy.  Two  doughboys  stationed  In  an  obscure 
Siberian  village,  unaware  that  the  war  Is  over, 
stage  some  hectic  Incidents  that  nearly  land 
them  before  the  firing  squad.  Robert  Armstrong, 
Lyle  Talbot,  Flfi  D’Orsay,  Donald  Meek,  Anne 
Nagel.  Man  Mountain  Dean.  Director:  Hamilton 
MacFadden. 

Two  Sisters.  . (79) Foreigrn  Cinema 

Drama.  A Yiddish  film  portraying  the  sacri- 
fices an  older  sister  continually  makes  for  her 
younger  sister.  Jennie  Goldstein,  Michael  Ro- 
senberg. Director:  Ben  K.  Blake. 

20th  Century-Fox 

Alexander’s  llagtime  Band . . 903 . . ( 105)  ^ . Angr.  19 

Musical  Comedy.  A cavalcade  of  Amencaii 
music  for  the  past  25  years,  featuring  Irving 


Berlin’s  song  hits  of  those  decades.  Tyrone 
Power.  Alice  Faye,  Don  Ameche.  Director; 
Henry  King. 

Always  in  Trouble.  .914. . (70)  Nov.  4 


Comedy  Drama.  Jane  Withers  tries  to  get  her 
family  to  give  up  their  social-climbing  Ideas 
after  her  father  suddenly  becomes  a multi- 
millionaire. and  plunges  everything  Into  a tur- 
moil, which  is  straightened  out  by  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard.  Jane  Withers,  Eddie  Collins,  Jean 
Rogers.  Nana  Bryant.  Director:  Joseph  Sant- 
ley. 

Arizona  Wildcat.  .929.  . (69)  Feb.  3 

Comedy.  When  her  foster-father  is  accused  of 
lawlessness,  Jane  organizes  a band  of  night- 
riders  to  find  the  guilty  party.  Jane  Withers. 
Leo  Carrillo.  Director:  H.  I.  Leeds. 

Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu.  .928. . (65) Jan.  13 

Mystery.  While  at  home  In  Hawaii,  awaiting 
the  birth  of  his  first  grandchild,  Chan  solves  a 
murder  committed  on  a tramp  steamer.  Sidney 
Toler.  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  H.  Bruce  Hum- 
berstone. 

Down  on  the  Farm.  .920.  . (61) Dec.  16 

Comedy  Drama,  The  Jones  Family  vacations  on 
a farm,  and  Pa  Jones  is  forced  to  make  good 
his  boasts  at  the  corn-husking  bee  to  win 
nomination  to  the  state  senate.  Jed  Prouty, 
Spring  Byington,  Louise  Fazenda.  Director: 
Malcolm  St.  Clair. 

Everybody’s  Baby.  .935.  . (62)  Mar.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  One  of  the  Jones  family 
series,  in  which  a quack  child  psychologist  hits 
the  town  and  the  young  mother  falls  for  his 
fraud.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley  Deane.  Spring  By- 
ington, Russell  Gleason.  Director:  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

TTve  of  a Kind.  .919. . (83) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Dionne  Quints  In  a danc- 
ing and  singing  role,  woven  into  a plot  of 
two  rival  newspaper  reporters,  one  a girl,  who 
attempt  to  scoop  each  other  on  every  occasion 
until  they  agree  to  pool  their  Interests  In  mar- 
riage. Dionne  Quintuplets.  Claire  Trevor,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Herbert  I.  Leeds. 

Hold  That  Co-ed.  .907.  . (80)  Sept.  16 

Cumedy.  Politics  and  football  are  humorously 
blended  when  a wind-jamming  politician  ties 
up  his  senatorial  campaign  with  the  state  uni- 
versity football  team.  John  Barrymore,  George 
Murphy,  Joan  Davis.  Director:  George  Marshall. 

Just  .Around  the  Corner.  .915. . (71) Nov.  11 

Comedy  Drama.  America's  child  sweetheart 
plays  the  role  of  an  architect’s  daughter,  whom 
she  helps  get  a new  start  In  his  career.  Shir- 
ley Temple.  Joan  Davis.  Bill  Robinson,  Charles 
Farrell.  Director:  Irving  Cummings. 

Jesse  .James.  .921 ..  (105)  © Jan.  27 

Outdoor  Drama.  The  tragic  destiny  of  Amer- 
ica’s boldest  desperado.  Tyrone  Power,  Henry 
Fonda,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director:  Henry  King. 

Kentucky . .923.  . (95)  Q Dec.  30 

Action  Drama.  Family  feuding,  which  keeps 
two  lovers  apart.  Is  forgotten  when  the  girl’s 
horse  wins  the  Kentucky  Derby.  Loretta  Young, 
Richard  Greene,  Ralph  Morgan.  Director:  David 
Butler. 

Little  Princess.  .9.32.  . (93)  © Mar.  17 

Comedy  with  Music.  Little  Shirley  is  treated 
like  a princess  until  her  father  is  reported  killed 
in  the  Boer  War.  She  doubts  the  reports  and 
runs  away  from  school  in  search  of  her  father. 
Shirley  Temple,  Richard  Greene,  Anita  Louise, 
Arthur  Treacher.  Director:  Walter  Lang. 

Meet  the  Girls.  .910.  . (66) Oct.  7 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  stranded  In  Hono- 
lulu, inadvertently  stow  away  on  a liner  bound 
for  the  states  and  become  mixed  up  in  a Jewel 
theft.  June  Lang.  Lynn  Bari.  Erik  Rhodes. 
Director;  Eugene  Forde. 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  Warning.  .926. . (71) Jan.  20 

Melodrama.  Moto  masquerades  as  an  Oriental 
shopkeeper  to  trap  a renegade  who  tries  to  blow 
up  the  French  fleet  as  it  enters  Port  Said,  thus 
averting  a world  war.  Peter  Lorre.  Ricardo 
Cortez,  Virginia  Field.  Director:  Norman  Foster. 


My  Lucky  Star.  .905. . (84) Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Sonja  Henle  as  a modern  girl 
on  a co-ed  campus  performs  a series  of  new 
nuntbers  on  her  silver  skates.  Sonja  Henle, 
Richard  Greene.  Director:  Roy  Del  Ruth. 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto.  .912 ..  (62) Oct.  21 

Melodrama.  Mr.  Moto,  on  the  trail  of  inter- 
national assassins,  deliberately  has  himself  im- 
prisoned on  Devil's  Island,  where  he  “escapes” 
with  a member  of  the  suspected  band,  who  un- 
wittingly leads  him  to  the  assassins’  hideout. 
Peter  Lorre,  Mary  Maguire.  Director:  Norman 
Foster. 

Pardon  Our  Nerve.  .931.  .(68) Feb.  24 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  girls,  jobless  and  broke, 
find  adventure  and  profit  in  managing  a prize 
fighter.  Lynn  Bari.  June  Gale,  Guinn  Wil- 
liams, Michael  Whalen.  Director:  H.  Bruce 
Humberstone. 

Road  Demon.  .918.  . (70)  Dec.  2 

Action  Drama.  Racketeers  responsible  for  the 
killing  of  an  Indianapolis  racetrack  driver  try 
similar  treatment  on  his  son.  but  are  outwit- 
ted by  a truckdriver  who  takes  the  boy’s  place 
at  the  wheel.  Henry  Arthur,  Joan  Valerie,  Hen- 
ry Armetta,  Tom  Beck.  Director:  Otto  Brower. 

Safety  in  Numbers.  .906. . (55) SepL  9 

Comedy  Drama.  The  Jones  Family  are  taken 
in  by  a group  of  promoters  who  float  a stock 
Issue  to  the  gullible  townsfolk  by  selling  them 
the  idea  that  the  old  swamp-water  Is  laden  with 
health-giving  minerals.  Jed  Prouty,  Shirley 
Deane,  Spring  Byington.  Director:  Malcolm  St. 
Clair. 

Sharpshooters.  .916.  . (64)  Nov,  18 

Action  Drama.  A couple  of  roving  newsreel 
cameramen  save  a boy  ruler  of  a mythical 
European  kingdom  from  assassination.  Brian 
Donlevy,  Wally  Vernon.  Lynn  Bari.  Director: 
James  Tinling. 

Smiling  Along.  .933. . (85)  Jan.  20 

Musical  Comedy.  The  adventures  of  a troupe  of 
musical  comedy  artists  which  goes  on  its  own 
when  the  manager  tries  to  chisel  on  a benefit 
show.  Grade  Fields.  Roger  Llvesey,  Mary  Ma- 
guire. Director;  Monty  Banks. 

Speed  to  Burn.  .904.  . (60) Aug.  26 

Action  Drama.  A jockey’s  love  tor  his  horse 
outwits  a group  of  racetrack  racketeers  who 
are  determined  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
horse  before  the  big  race.  Marvin  Stephens, 
Michael  Whalen,  Lynn  Bari.  Director:  Otto 
Brower. 

Straight,  Place  and  Show.  .911. . (65) Sept.  30 

Musical.  A broken-down  race  horse  is  entered 
in  the  steeplechase  and  wins  the  race.  Ritz 
Bros.  Ethel  Merman,  Phyllis  Brooks.  Director; 
David  Butler. 

Submarine  Patrol.  .909. . (05)  Nov.  25 

Action  Drama.  A rich  man’s  son.  working  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  falls  In  love  with  the 
daughter  of  a munitions  freighter  skipper,  who 
objects  to  the  boy.  But  they  win  him  over 


when  they  sink  an  enemy  U-Boat.  Richard 
Greene.  Nancy  Kelly.  George  Bancroft.  Direc- 
tor: John  Ford. 

Suez.  .913.  . (104)  Oct.  28 


Historical  drama.  A history  of  the  construction 
of  the  Suez  Canal,  with  the  love  interest  woven 
around  a countess  who  deserts  the  man  who 
loves  her  to  become  the  wife  of  Louis  Na- 


poleon. Tyrone  Power.  Annabella,  Loretta 
Young,  J.  Edward  Bromberg.  Director:  Allan 
Dwan. 

Tail  Spin.  .925.  . (83)  Feb.  10 

Action  Drama.  A saga  of  pulchritudinous  women 
fliers  who  risk  their  lives  in  speed  planes, 
competing  for  honors  in  airway  race.s.  Alice 


Faye,  Constance  Bennett,  Nancy  Kelly.  Director: 
Roy  Del  Ruth. 

Thanks  for  Everything.  .917.  . (70) Dec.  23 

Comedy  wdth  Music.  The  head  of  an  advertis- 
ing agency  tries  to  make  a human  guinea  pig 
out  of  a young  man  who  comes  to  eollect  the 
$25,000  prize  he  won  from  the  agency  in  a na- 
tional contest.  Adolphe  Menjou,  Jack  Oakle, 
Jack  Haley.  Arleen  Whelan.  Director:  William 
A.  Selter. 

Three  Musketeers,  The.  .927.  . (72) Feb.  17 

Romantic  Comedy  Drama.  A musical  comedy 
version  of  Alexander  Dumas’  novel  of  the  love 
of  a swashbuckling  adventurer  for  a lady-in- 
waitlng.  Don  Ameche,  Ritz  Bros.,  Blnnie 
Barnes,  Gloria  Stuart.  Director:  Allan  Dwan. 

Time  Out  for  Murder.  .908.  . (60) Sept.  23 

Mystery.  A woman  Is  murdered  and  the  young 
bank  clerk  who  had  been  sent  to  pick  up  her 
jewels  is  accused.  Gloria  Stuart.  Michael  ’Wha- 
len. Director;  H.  Bruce  Humberstone. 

Up  the  River.  .924. . (75) Dec.  9 

Comedy.  A farce  directed  at  football  teams  of 
penal  institutions.  Preston  Foster.  Tony  Mar- 
tin. Phyllis  Brooks.  Director:  Alfred  Worker. 

IVhile  New  York  Sleeps.  .934.  . (61) Mar.  10 

Action  Drama.  A newspaper  man.  who  meets 


a night-club  hostess  through  a strange  ad, 
saves  her  from  being  killed  by  the  owner  of 
the  club  who  feared  her  disclosure  of  a murder 
to  which  she  had  been  an  eye-witness.  Mich- 
ael Whalen,  Jean  Rogers,  Douglas  Fowley.  Di- 
rector: Ricardo  Cortez. 

Wife,  Husband  and  Friend.  .930. . (75) Mar.  3 

Comedy.  A business  man  with  a wife  aspiring 
to  operatic  ambitions,  takes  voice  lessons  him- 
self to  wean  her  away  from  the  Idea.  Loretta 
Young,  Warner  Baxter,  Blnnie  Barnes,  Cesar 
Romero.  Director:  Gregory  Ratoff. 


United  Artists 

Cowboy  and  the  Lady,  The..  (91) Nov.  17 

Comedy  Drama.  Gary  Cooper,  this  time  as  a 
cowboy,  teaches  society  folk  good  manners  and 
wins  the  heart  of  rich  Merle  Oberon  (or  keeps. 
Gary  Cooper,  Merle  Oberon.  Patsy  Kelly,  Walter 
Brennan.  Director:  H.  C.  Potter. 

Drums  (99)  © Sept.  30 

Adventure  Drama.  Starring  Sabu  of  "Elephant 
Boy”  fame,  this  Is  a story  of  military  adventure 
on  England’s  imperialistic  bypasses  In  Northern 
India,  where  native  tribes  try  to  throw  off  Great 
Britain’s  yoke.  Sabu,  Raymond  Massey.  Di- 
rector: Zoltan  Korda. 

Duke  of  West  Point,  The..  (105) Dec.  29 

Drama.  An  arrogant  cadet  proves  to  his  class- 
men his  unselfishness  when  he  takes  the  blame 
(or  an  Infraction  of  rules  to  save  a friend.  Louis 
Hayward.  Joan  Fontaine.  Tom  Brown.  Director: 
Alfred  E.  Green. 

King  of  the  Turf..  (87) Feb.  17 

Action  Drama.  After  years  of  bad  breaks,  a 
former  race  track  biggie  comes  back  because 
of  his  interest  in  a young  jockey,  whom  he  later 
learns  is  his  son.  For  his  son’s  sake,  he  tries 
to  throw  the  race,  but  the  boy  “double  crosses” 
him  and  wins  the  big  handicap.  Adolphe  Men- 
jou. Roger  Daniel,  Dolores  Costello,  Walter 
Abel.  Director:  Alfred  Green. 

Made  for  Each  Other..  (85) Feb.  10 

Comedy  Drama.  The  story  revolves  around  the 
love,  trials  and  tribulations  of  a couple  of 
newlyweds.  Carole  Lombard,  James  Stewart. 
Director:  John  Cromwell. 

Prison  IVithoiit  Bars..  (79)  Mar.  15 

Drama.  The  new  superintendent  of  a women’s 
prison  in  France  introduces  more  humane  meth- 
ods of  penology,  but  loses  her  lover  to  an  in- 
mate she  had  befriended.  Corinne  Luchalre, 
Edna  Best,  Sally  Wisher.  Barry  Barnes.  Di- 
rector: Brian  Desmond  Hurst. 

•Stagecoach.  . (92)  Mar.  3 

Outdoor  Drama.  Portrays  the  harrowing  events 
that  transpire  during  a stagecoach  journey. 
Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne,  Andy  Devine.  Di- 
rector: John  Ford. 

There  Goes  My  Heart..  (84) OcL  14 

Comedy  Drama.  A young  heiress  working  in  a 
department  store  meets  and  falls  In  love  with 
a newspaper  man  with  an  aversion  to  heiresses. 
Fredric  March,  Virginia  Bruce.  Patsy  Kelly.  Di- 
rector: Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Topper  Takes  a Trip..  (78) Jan.  12 

Comedy  Fantasy.  Continues  the  adventures  of 
Topper  and  his  spiritual  ghost.  Topper’s  wife 
seeks  a divorce  because  of  "another  woman” 
who  turns  out  to  be  a ghost.  Constance  Ben- 
nett, Roland  Young,  Billie  Burke.  Director: 
Norman  Z.  McLeod. 

Trade  Winds..  (94) Dee.  22 

Action  Drama.  A private  detective  Irani  a 
girl  around  the  globe  as  a murder  suspect, 
brings  her  back  and  proves  her  Innocent.  Fred- 
ric March,  Joan  Bennett,  Ralph  Bellamy,  Ann 
Sothern.  Director:  Tay  Garnett. 

Young  in  Heart..  (90) Oct.  27 

Comedy  Drama.  A vagabond  family  is  in- 
vited by  a rich,  kindly  old  lady,  to  live  at  her 
home.  They  accept  with  the  idea  of  Influenc- 
ing her  to  will  them  her  fortune,  but  the  old 
lady’s  faith  In  each  m'jmber  of  the  family 
causes  them  to  settle  down.  Janet  Gaynor, 
Douglas  Fairbanks  jr..  Roland  Young,  Minnie 
Dupree.  Director:  Richard  Wallace. 


Universal 

Black  Bandit . . 3051 . . (57)  Sept.  16 

Western.  A sheriff,  mistaken  for  his  twin 
brother  who  Is  wanted  for  cattle  rustling:,  is  ar- 
rested by  cattlemen,  but  the  heroine  leads  the 
posse  to  the  outlaws*  hideout.  Bob  Baker,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Danercr  on  the  Air.  .2032. . (65) July  1 

Detective  Drama.  An  unethical  business  man  is 
murdered  under  myste.riou.*?  circumstances  in  a 
broadcasting  station.  Donald  Woods,  Nan  Grey, 
Skeet.s  Gallagher,  Berton  Churchill.  Director: 
Otis  Garrett. 
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Bxposed . . 3032 . . (63)  Not.  4 

Action  Drama.  A girl  reporter  and  a former 
prominent  prosecutor  on  the  trail  of  a bandit 
gang  succeed  in  rounding  up  the  criminals  and 
bringing  them  to  justice.  Glenda  Farrell,  Otto 
Kruger.  Director;  Harold  Schuster 

Frohiiian  Year.  .3025. . (68)  Sept.  2 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  college  freshmen  Insti- 
tute a "flunk  Insurance”  bureau  for  students 
after  one  of  the  professors,  shaken  by  an  edi- 
torial in  the  college  paper  about  him,  changes 
the  examination  and  the  whole  class  flunks. 
Constance  Moore,  William  Dundigan,  Stanley 
Hughes.  Director:  Frank  McDonald. 

Gambling  Ship.  .3023.  . (60)  Jan.  20 

Action  Drama.  A young  girl  takes  over  the 
operation  of  her  father’s  gambling  vessel  when 
he  is  murdered  by  a notorious  rival.  Romance 
blooms  when  a G-Man  comes  to  the  rescue. 
Robert  Wilcox,  Helen  Mack,  Irving  Plchel. 
Director:  Aubrey  Scotto. 

Ghost  Town  Riders.  .3054. . (54) Dec.  16 

Western.  A gang  of  crooks  try  to  steal  the 
claim  on  mining  property  owned  by  a girl,  but 
the  hero  wipes  them  out  in  a gunflght.  Bob 
Baker,  Fay  Shannon.  Director:  George  Wag- 
gner. 

Guilty  Trails . . 3052 . . (57)  Oct.  21 

Western.  Bob  Baker  gives  up  his  sheriff’s 
badge  after  the  father  of  his  girl  dies.  He  be- 
comes foreman  of  the  girl’s  ranch  to  help  her 
pay  off  a note.  He  finds  the  note  fraudulent 
and  the  holder  the  murderer.  Bob  Baker,  Mar- 
jorie Reynolds.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

His  Exciting  Night  (formerly  Adam’s 

Evening) . .3036. . (63)  Nov.  11 

Comedy.  Charlie  Ruggles  is  the  victim  of  a 
series  of  practical  jokes  on  the  first  night  of 
his  wedding,  being  snatched  from  his  bride  and 
getting  involved  with  a blonde.  Director:  Gus 
Meins. 

Honor  of  the  West ..  3055 ..  (68) Jan.  13 

Western.  A sheriff  resigns  rather  than  arrest 
his  pal  whom  he  knows  is  guilty  of  cattle 
rustling,  but  he  captures  the  gang  after  his 
friend  is  killed.  Bob  Baker,  Marjorie  Bell. 
Carleton  Young.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

I.ady  in  the  Morgue,  The.  .2027.  . (70) Apr.  22 

Mystery  Drama.  A Crime  Club  mystery  whers- 
in  the  body  of  a nvurdered  woman  disappears 
from  the  morgue.  Preston  Foster.  Frank  Jenks. 
Rowland  Drew.  Patricia  Ellis.  Director:  Otis 
Garrett. 

East  Express,  The.  .3028. . (63)  Oct.  28 

Mystery  Drama.  An  underworld  chief  hires  a 
private  detective  to  retrieve  damaging  evidence 
made  against  him,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he 
is  faced  with  the  solution  of  two  murders. 
Kent  Taylor.  Dorothea  Kent,  Addison  Richards. 
Director:  Otis  Garrett. 

Last  Warning,  The.  .3027.  . (63) Jan.  6 

Mystery  Melodrama.  One  of  the  Crime  Club 
series,  in  which  Detective  Crane  is  called  in  to 
track  down  the  "Eye,"  a mysterious  extortionist. 
Preston  Foster,  Frank  Jenks,  Joyce  Compton. 
Director:  A1  Rogell. 

Little  Tough  Guy.  .2008. . (83) July  22 

Drama.  Featuring  the  six  "Dead  End”  kids  in 
another  drama  of  the  slums,  dealing  with  much 
the  same  sociological  problems.  Robert  Wilcox, 
the  "Dead  End”  Kids.  Director;  Harold  Young. 

Little  Tough  Guys  In  Society.  .3011.  . (70)  . .Nov.  25 
Drama.  The  family  physician  for  a wealthy 
family  prescribes  as  a cure  for  their  spoiled  and 
sullen  child,  his  association  with  poor  boys  from 
the  East  Side  of  New  York.  Jackie  Searl, 
Mary  Boland,  Mischa  Auer.  Little  Tough  Guys. 
Director;  Erie  Kenton. 

Newsboys’  Home.  .3015. . (73) Dec.  23 

Action  Drama.  A newsboy  helps  his  boss  win 
a circulation  war  against  an  opposition  paper, 
and  helps  the  editor  win  the  girl  ho  loves. 
Jackie  Cooper,  Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie. 
Director:  Harold  Young. 

Personal  Secretary.  .3034. . (62)  Sept.  9 

Drama.  A young  woman  reporter  takes  a job 
as  secretary  to  a rival  newspaperman,  without 
revealing  her  identity,  in  order  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  a murdered  man’s  wife.  Joy 
Hodges,  William  Gargan.  Director:  Max  Golden. 

Pirates  of  the  .Sides.  .3033.  . (61) Feb.  3 

Action  Drama.  A daredevil  transport  flier  joins 
the  State  Air  Force  and  uncovers  a gang  of 
crooks  who  have  been  transporting  their  stolen 
loot  by  plane.  Kent  Taylor,  Rochelle  Hudson, 
Lucien  Littlefield.  Director:  Joe  McDonough. 

Prairie  Justice.  .3053.  . (57)  Nov.  4 

Western.  The  murderer  of  Bob  Baker’s  father 
and  leader  of  a gang  of  outlaws  undermining 
Dorothy  Fay’s  ranch,  turns  out  to  be  the  lat- 
ter’s uncle.  Bob  Baker,  Dorothy  Fay,  Jack 
Rockwell.  Director:  George  Waggner. 

Risky  Business.  . (78)  Mar.  3 

Melodrama.  A hard-boiled  newspaper  columnist 
interests  himself  in  the  news  angle  behind  the 


abduction  of  a movie  financier’s  daughter,  but 
loses  his  life  to  save  the  girl.  George  Murphy, 


Dorothea  Kent,  Eduardo  Ciannelli,  Frances 
Robinson.  Director;  Arthur  Lubin. 

Road  to  Reno,  The . . 3017 . . (69) iSept.  23 


r>uiiieu>  Drama.  A satirical  comedy  based  on 
iiie  Keiio  divorce  mill,  ill  which  an  opera  singer’s 
laacher  husband  retuses  to  divorce  her  so  that 
sue  can  marry  another.  Randolph  Scott,  Hope 
riaiiipiuii.  Director:  S.  Sylvan  Simon. 

Secrets  of  a Nurse.  .3022. . (69)  Dec.  9 

Action  Drama.  A criminal  lawyer  sacrifices  his 
reputation  to  save  his  rival,  a young  boxer, 
who  has  been  framed  in  the  killing  of  his 
manager.  Edmund  Lowe,  Helen  Mack,  Dick 
boran.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin. 

Service  De  Luxe.  . 3013. . (85) Oct.21 

womedy.  A young  woman,  operating  a personal 
service  bureau  is  called  upon  by  an  eccentric 
millionaire  to  sidetrack  bis  nephew,  and  does 
lierselt  a personal  service  by  saving  the  latter 
ironi  her  man-crazy  rival.  Constance  Bennett. 
Vincent  Price.  Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 

Society  Smugglers  (formerly  Key  Woman) 

3044..  (70)  Feb.  24 

Drama.  A member  of  the  'rreasury  Department 
trails  a gang  of  international  smugglers  oper- 
ating as  luggage  manufacturers.  Preston  Fos- 
ter, Irene  Hervey.  Director;  Joe  May. 

Son  of  Frankenstein.  . 3004 . . (94) Jan.  13 

Horror  Drama.  A scientist’s  son  sets  out  to 
redeem  his  father’s  name  and  succeeds  in 
destroying  the  monster.  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris 
Karlott,  Bela  Lugosi.  Director:  Rowland  V. 
Lee. 

Spirit  of  Culver..  (90) Mar.  10 

Diama.  A war  orphan  in  a military  school  is 
embittered  over  the  belief  his  father  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  World  War.  Jackie  Cooper, 
Freddie  Bartholomew,  Henry  Hull,  Andy  Devine. 
Director:  Joseph  Santley. 

Storm,  'The.  .3016.  .(78)  OctJiS 

Melodrama.  Men  battle  the  elements  and  each 
other  in  this  drama  of  two  feuding  brothers  and 
a heartless  ship  captain  who  sends  one  of  two 
wireless  operators  needlessly  to  his  death. 
Charles  Bickford,  Preston  Foster,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane.  Director;  Harold  Young. 

Strange  Faces.  .3035. . (66)  Dec.2 

Action  Drama,  A gangster,  murdering  an  honest 
citizen  whom  he  resembles.  Is  nipped  by  two 
reporters  in  his  attempt  to  marry  the  town’s 
rich  heiress.  Frank  Jenks,  Leon  Ames,  Doro- 
thea Kent.  Director:  Errol  Taggart. 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing.  .3021. . (69) Dec.  16 

Musical.  A high-powered  press-agent  brings  a 
group  of  hometown  swing  artists  to  New  York 
to  present  their  new  dance,  "The  Baltimore 
Bubble.”  Ken  Murray,  Johnny  Downs,  Eddie 
yuillan.  Director;  Joseph  Santley. 

Swing  That  Cheer.  .3026.  . (63) Oct.  14 

Comedy  Drama.  Two  college  football  team 
players  who  can't  get  along  set  their  prejudices 
aside  when  they  learn  the  coach’s  job  depends 
on  their  winning  the  games.  Tom  Brown,  Andy 
Devine,  Constance  Moore.  Director:  Harold 
Schuster. 

That  Certain  Age.  .2007. . (95) Oct.  7 

Musical  Comedy.  A group  of  adolescents,  whoso 
play-rehearsing  in  an  empty  house  is  disrupted 
by  new  tenants  moving  in,  arrange  to  “haunt” 
the  house  to  make  them  move.  Deanna  Durbin, 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Jackie  Cooper.  Director:  Ed- 
ward Ludwig. 


You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man..  (76) Feb.  17 

Comedy.  Gags  and  guffaws  against  a circus 
background.  W.  C.  Fields,  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie 
McCarthy.  Director:  George  Marshall. 

Youth  Takes  a Fling.  .3012.  . (78) SepL  30 


Comedy  Drama.  A farm  boy,  with  ambitions 
to  go  to  sea,  comes  to  the  city,  meets  and  falls 
in  love,  and  against  the  girl's  wishes,  is  de- 
termined to  realize  his  ambition.  On  board 
boat  he  becomes  seasick  and  goes  back  to  shore 
and  the  girl.  Joel  McCrea,  Andrea  Leeds,  Frank 
Jenks.  Director:  Archie  Mayo. 


Warner  Bros. 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden.  .321.  . (58) Mar.  18 

Action  Drama.  From  the  newspaper  comic 
strip  cartoon,  detailing  the  adventures  of  the 
feminine  star  reporter,  who  is  assigned  to  trace 
down  the  mysterious  killing  of  a society  girl. 
Rosella  Towne,  William  Gargan,  James  Stephen- 
son. Director;  Terry  Morse. 

Boy  Meets  Girl.  .303.  . (80) Aug.  37 

Comedy  Drama.  With  a boy-moets-loses-wlns- 
girl  theme  against  a motion  picture  studio 
background  which  burlesques  picture-making 
problems.  James  Cagney,  Pat  O'Brien,  Marie 


Wilson,  Ralph  Bellamy.  Director:  Lloyd 

Bacon. 

Brother  Rat.  .355. . (89)  Oct.  29 


Comedy.  From  the  Broadway  hit  stage  play, 
revolving  around  the  escapades  and  romances  of 
cadets  at  Virginia  Military  Institute.  Wayne 
Morris,  Eddie  Albert.  Ronald  Reagan,  Priscilla 
Lane.  Director;  William  Keighley. 

Dawn  Patrol . . 303 . . (103) Dec.  24 

Action  Drama.  The  lives  of  two  British  fliers 
on  the  western  front  during  the  World  War. 
Errol  Flynn,  Basil  Rathbone.  Director:  Edmund 
Gouldiiig. 

Devil’s  Island.  .313.  . (62) Jan.  7 

Action  Drama.  A famous  surgeon,  unjustly  sen- 
tenced to  the  infamous  Island,  heads  an  escape 
party,  which  ironically  is  picked  up  by  a ship 
bound  for  the  colony.  Boris  Karloff,  Nedda 
Harrigan,  James  Stephenson.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Clemens. 

L'uutluose  Heiress,  The.  .123.  . (62) Aug.  21 

Romaniic  Comedy.  The  accidental  appearance 
o£  a wealtliy  lad  disguised  as  a hobo,  changes 
me  marital  status  ol  a young  girl  about  to 
elope.  Ann  Sheridan.  Craig  Reynolds,  Hugh 
O'Connell.  Director;  Williams  Clemens. 

Four’s  a Crowd.  .213.  . (95) Sept.  3 

Comedy  Drama.  A newspaperman  lampoons 
a millionaire  stock  market  tycoon,  runs  off 
with  his  daughter,  but  falls  in  love  with  an- 
other girl.  Errol  Flynn,  Rosalind  Russell,  Olivia 


de  Havllland,  Walter  Connolly.  Director; 
Michael  Curtiz. 

Hard  to  Get.  .310. . (79)  Nov.  » 


Comedy.  A young  would-be  architect,  working 
in  a gasoline  station,  refuses  to  accept  as  a 
charge  the  gas  bought  by  a wealthy,  spoiled 
heiress,  and  forces  her  to  work  it  out.  Dick 
Powell,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Charles  Winninger. 
Director;  Ray  Enright. 

King  of  the  Underworld ..  317 ..  (69) Jan.  28 

Melodrama.  A woman  doctor  avenges  the  mur- 
der of  her  husband  by  temporarily  blinding  a 
mob  of  gangsters,  thus  aiding  the  police  in 
their  capture.  Humphrey  Bogart.  Kay  Francis, 
James  Stephenson.  Director;  Lewis  Seiler. 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective.  .319. . (65) Nov.  12 

Drama.  Bonita  Granville  turns  detective  to  ex- 
pose Charles  Trowbridge,  who  drugs  wealthy 
old  women  out  of  the  way,  then  takes  their 
fortune.  Bonita  Granville.  John  Litel,  Frankie 
'rhomas.  Director;  William  Clemens. 

Off  the  Record  (formerly  Unfit  to  Print) 

314..  (68)  Jan.  21 

Drama.  A girl  reporter  marries  a newspaper- 
man so  they  can  care  for  a youngster  who  has 
been  made  the  tool  of  a gambling  ring.  Through 
the  boy  they  find  the  leader.  Joan  Blondell, 
Pat  O’Brien,  Bobby  Jordan.  Director:  James 
Flood. 

Oklahoiua  Kid..  (80)  Mar.  11 

Outdoor  Drama.  A notorious  outlaw  avenges  the 
murder  of  his  fatlier  and  brother,  at  the  same 
time  ridding  a pioneer  town  from  the  rule  of 
the  gambler  responsible  for  the  murders.  James 
Cagney,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Rosemary  Lane.  Di- 
rector; Lloyd  Bacon. 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air.  .320.  . (61) Mar.  4 

Action  Drama.  Based  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment’s activities  in  rounding  up  a ring  of  crooks 
smuggling  aliens  into  the  country  across  the 
Mexican  border.  Ronald  Reagan,  Ha  Rhodes. 
Director:  Noel  Smith. 

Sisters,  The . . 302 . . (99)  Oct.  16 

Drama.  Portrays  the  lives  and  loves  of  three 
sisters  and  the  type  of  man  each  one  marries. 
Bette  Davis,  Errol  P'lyiin,  Anita  Louise.  Di- 
rector: Anatole  Lltvak. 

Tliey  Made  Me  a Criminal ..  307 ..  (89) Jan.  13 

Comedy  Drama.  The  social  reform  of  a hard- 
boiled  fighter  who,  thinking  himself  guilty  of 
murder,  hides  out  on  an  Arizona  fruit  ranch. 
John  Garfield,  Claude  Rains,  Ann  Sheridan, 
Dead  End  Kids.  Director:  Busby  Berkeley. 

Torchy  Gets  Her  Man.  .318. . (62) Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama.  The  sixth  of  the  Torchy  Blane 
series,  in  which  a counterfeiter  poses  as  a 
G-Man  to  gain  police  confidence,  but  is  ex- 
posed by  a girl  reporter.  Glenda  Farrell,  Bar- 
ton MacLane,  Tom  Kennedy.  Director:  Wil- 
liam Beaudine. 

Valley  of  the  Giants.  .305. . (79)  © Sept.  17 

Drama.  A life  and  death  battle  between  the 
land  owners  and  a group  of  financial  barons 
who  W’ant  to  steal  their  timber  land.  Wayne 
Morris,  Charles  Bickford,  Claire  Trevor.  Di- 
rector: William  Keighley. 

Wings  of  the  Navy ..  309.  . (89) Feb.  11 

Action  Drama.  A pilot,  jealous  of  his  brother’s 
success  in  the  naval  air  service,  sets  a record 
of  his  own.  George  Brent,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
John  Payne.  Director;  Lloyd  Bacon. 
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DeNi^netl  at-  a Time-Savin*  Guide  for  Rxhibitorii  Who  Know  the  Title  of  B Pieture,  but  Do  Not  Reeall  the  Produeer  or  Distributor.  All  Pictures  Usted 
Here  Appear  in  the  PKODCCTION  INDEX  in  Alphabetical  Order  Cnder  the  Proper  Company  Headings.  Date  Following  Title  is  Issue  of  Review. 


A 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  24 

.Vdventures  of  Jane  Arden  (\VB) 
Feb.  18 

Affairs  of  Annabel  (RKO)  July  16 
Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band 

(20th-Fox)  June  4 

Ali  Baba  Goes  to  Town  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  30 

Always  in  Trouble  (20th-Fox)  Aug.20 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29 

•Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO)  Oct.  22 
Arizona  Legion  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox)  Nov  12 
Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8 
Arrest  BoUdog  Drummond  (Para) 
Nov.  26 

Artists  and  Models  Abroad 
(Para)  Nov.  5 
Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 

B 

Keachoomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 
lieauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 

Jan.  28 

Billy  the  Ki<l  Returns  ^Rep)  Sept.  3 
Black  Bandit  (Univ)  Nov.  5 
Bla/intr  si\e>*  (WB) 

Block-Heads  (M-G-M)  Aug.  20 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 

Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 

Mar.  4 

Bouquets  From  Nicholas  (SR) 

Mar.  11 

Boy  Meets  Girl  (WB)  July  30 
Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan  21 
Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 
Boys  Town  (M-G-M)  Sept.  10 
Breaking  the  Ice  (RKO)  Sept.  3 
Broadway  Musketeers  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Bronze  Buckaroo  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Brother  Rat  (WB)  Oct.  22 
Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 
Jan.  14 

c 

('afe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11 
California  Frontier  (Col)  Dec.  24 
('anipiis  Confessions  (Para)  Sept.  17 
Carefree  TRKO)  Sept.  3 
Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 
(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 
Chicago  Ben  (GB) 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M),  Dec.  17 
Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29 
Citadel.  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29 
Code  of  the  Fearless  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Colorado  Trail  (Col)  Nov.  5 
Come  On,  Rangers  (Rep)  Dec.  3 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN),  Dec.  17 
Convict  99  (GB) 

Convicted  (Col) 

Convicts  at  Large  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Country  Bride  (Amk)  June  18 
Courier  of  T,vons  ^Pax)  .Tune  18 
Cowboy  and  the  l^mly  (UA)  Nov.  26 
(’rashing  Through  (GN) 

Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col)  May  7 
Crossroads  (SR)  Dec.  31 

D 

Danger  on  the  Air  (TTnivl  Julv  2 
Dangerous  Secrets  (GN)  Oct.  29 
Dark  Sands  (SR)  Aug.  20 
Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 
Delinquent  l*arents  (Ptogr)  July  16 
Desperate  Adventure  ^Rep)  July  30 
Devil’s  Island  (WB)  Jan.  7 
Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 
Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep)  Nov.  12 
Down  on  the  Farm  (2 0th -Fox), 

Oct.  15 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M),  Dec.  10 

Drums  (UA)  Aug.  6 

Duke  Is  Tops  (Million  Dollar) 

June  1 .‘J 

Duke  of  West  Point  (UA)  Dec.  24 
Durango  Aalley  Riilders  (Rep) 

E 

l':as>  Money  ^inv) 

Flver>hod\  Dance  (GB> 

Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  3 
Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 
Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 

F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
Father  O’Fl.vmn  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep)  Jan.  14 
Feud  of  the  Range  (SR) 

Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 

I'isherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  Feb.  4 


Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  15 
FUrting  With  Fate  (M-G-M),  Dec.  3 
Foolish  Virgin  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Kooi  loose  Helre*-s,  'I’he  (WB) 
Forbidden  Music  (SR)  Jan.  14 
Forged  Passport  (Rep)  Feb.  11 
40  Little  Mothers  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Four  Daughters  (FN)  Aug.  20 
Four’s  a Cr<»w(l  (WB)  July  30 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  Jan  28 
Freshman  Year  (Univ)  Aug.  27 
Friends  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17 
Frontiersmen  (Para),  Nov.  26 
I'ugitives  for  a Night  (RKO)  Oct.  1 


G 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10 
Gangster’s  Boy  (Mono)  Nov.  12 
Garden  of  the  Moon  (FN)  July  30 
Ghost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29 
Girls’  Seliool  (Col)  Get.  1 
Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 
Great  John  Ericsson  (Scandinavian) 
June  IS 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12 
Guilty  Trails  (Univ) 

Gunga  Din  (RKO)  Feb.  4 
Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 


H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 
Heart  of  Paris  (SR)  Jan.  21 
Heart  of  the  North  (FN).  Dec.  17 
Higgins  Family  (Rep)  Sept.  10 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 

Sept.  17 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep)  Feb.  18 
Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11 
Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 


1 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono).  Dec.  3 
I .\m  the  Law  (Col)  Aug.  27 
I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22 
I Mas  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  25 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18 
Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 
If  I W’ere  King  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5 
111  Old  Mexico  (Para)  Aug.  6 

I 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21 

Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 

Juvenile  Court  (Col)  Sept.  10 

E 

King  of  Alcatraz  (Para)  Oct.  8 
King  of  Chinatown  (Para)  Mar.  11 
King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14 

Kreutzer  Sonata  (SR)  Dec.  31 

L 

Lady  Buckaroo  (GN) 

Lady  in  the  Morgue  (Univ)  Oct.  23 
l.a<Jy  Objects  «,Cul> 

Lady  Vanishes  (GB)  Oct.  15 
Last  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Law  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29 
Lawless  Valley  (RKO)  Nov.  5 
Lenin  in  Ur(i>t»er  iAiiiRino) 

Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M)  Feb.  25 
Let  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 
Lite  and  L<»ve»  ot  Beethoven  (World 
Films)  Dec.  26 

Listen,  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22 
Little  Adventuress  (Col) 

Little  Orphan  Annie  (Para),  Dec.  3 
l-iittle  Pal  (Mono) 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  25 
Little  'I'oiigh  Guy  (Univ)  July  16 
Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 
(Univ)  Nov.  26 
Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col)  Jan.  28 
Long  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 
Lost  Patrnl  (RKO)  reissue 

M 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA)  Feb.  11 
Mad  Miss  Manton  (RKO)  Oct.  15 
Man  From  Music  Mountain  (Rep) 
Aug.  13 

!Man  to  Remember,  A (RKO) 

(Rep)  Alls’.  13 
Mamele  (SR)  Jan.  21 


Man  With  100  Faces  (GB)  Nov.  19 
Marie  Antoinette  (M-G-M)  July  30 
Marusia  (SR)  Dec.  31 
Meet  the  Girls  (20th-Fox)  July  23 
Men  With  Wrings  (Para)  Oct.  29 
Mexicali  Kid  (Mono) 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (RKO) 

Sept.  10 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  W'arning  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  24 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono)  Oct.  8 
.M>  Lucky  Star  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  3 
Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 
Mysterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  24 
Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4 


N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB) 

Nancy  Drew,  Reporter  (FN)  Jan.  28 
Navy  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18 
Neighbors  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Newsboys  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  28 
Next  Time  I Marry  (RKO)  Dec.  10 
Night  Hawk  (Hep)  Oct.  1 
North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11 


o 

Oklahoma  Kid  (WB) 

Old  Curiosity  Shop  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Orage  (SR)  Dec.  24 
Orpliiin&i  of  the  Pecos  (Vic) 

Orphans  of  the  Streets  (Rep)  Dec.  17 
Out  West  With  Hardys  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  26 

Overland  Stage  Raiders  (Rep) 


p 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Dec.  31 
Pagliacci  (GB) 

Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para)  Dec.  24 
I’aroled  From  the  Big  House 

(SH)  Aug.  20 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus 

(RKO)  Nov.  26 

Personal  Secretary  (Univ)  Oct.  15 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Phantom  Gold  (Col)  Nov.  26 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) 

Prairie  Moon  (Rep)  Oct.  29 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28 
Prison  W^ithout  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  10 


R 

Red  River  Range  (Rep) 

Renegade  Ranger  (UK.U)  Sept.  10 
Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep)  Nov.  26 
Rich  Man,  Poor  Girl  (M-G-M) 

Aug.  13 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para)  Dec.  10 
Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28 
Rio  Grande  (Col) 

Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
Road  Demon  (20th-Fox)  Aug.  27 
Road  to  Reno  (Univ)  Sept.  3 
Rollin’  Westward  (Mono) 

Itomance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) 
Room  Service  (RKO)  Sept.  17 
Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Rmigii  Riding  Rhythm  (Conn; 


s 

(Sable  Cicada  (SR)  Feb.  4 
Sacrifice  D’Honneur  (SR)  Dec.  31 
.■Mitetj  ill  Numbers  (2Uth-Fox) 

Aug.  13 

Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO)  Feb.  18 
Santa  Ee  Stami>ede  (Rep)  Dec.  17 
Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26 
School  for  Husbandly  (SR)  Jan.  28 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ)  Nov.  19 
Secrets  of  an  Actress  (FN)  Oct.  22 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

.Sept.  17 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep) 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19 
Niiig  Von  Siimers  (Para)  Aug.  13 
Sisters,  The  (WB)  Oct.  8 
slipper  Episode  (French)  June  18 
Smashing  the  Backets  (RKO)  July  30 
Smasliing  the  Spy  Ring  (Col)  Jan.  28 
Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17 
Smoky  Trails  (SR) 

Society  Smugglers  (Univ)  Mar.  11 
.Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ)  Jan.  21 
Sons  of  the  Legion  (Para)  Sept.  17 
Spawn  of  the  North  (Para)  Aug.  27 
Speed  to  Burn  (20th-Fox)  June  11 


Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4 

Spring  Madness  (M-G-M)  Nov.  26 

Stableniates  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8 

Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M)  Jan.  7 

SluiKl-lii  (UA)  Oct.  9 

Starlight  Over  Texas  (Mono) 

Sept.  24 

Star  of  Midnight  (RKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25 
St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19 
Straight,  Place  and  Show  (20th- 
Fox)  Oct.  1 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade,  "rhe 
(Col)  Oct.  29 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10 
Stranger  From  Arizona  (Col) 

Sept.  24 

Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  5 
Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 
Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 

Sunset  Trail  (Para) 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ)  Dec.  17 
Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 


T 

■Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  4 
Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  Oct.  29 
Tarzaii  and  the  Green  Goddess 
(Prill)  June  18 

Ten  Laps  to  Go  (Ace)  June  18 
Tenth  Avenue  Kid  (Rep)  Aug.  27 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (Col)  July  30 
Texas  Stampede  (Col) 

Thanks  for  Everything  (RKO) 

Dec.  10 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12 

That  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct.  8 
There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA)  Oct.  1 
There’s  That  Woman  Again  (Col) 
Dec.  17 

’They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 
Jan.  7 

They  Were  Five  (Lenauer)  June  18 
Thirteentli  Guest  (Mono)  July  31 
39  Steps,  The  (GB) 

Three  la-gu>iiiiaires  (Gen’I) 

Three  Loves  Has  Nancy  (M-G-M) 
Sept.  3 

Three  Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  Feb.  11 
llirce  ot  a Kind  (Invl 
Thundering  W’est  (Col) 

Time  Out  for  Murder  (20th-Fox) 
Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

Dec.  24 

Too  Hot  to  Handle  (M-G-M) 

Sept.  17 

Topiier  Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Blane  in  Chinatown  (FN) 
'Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB)  Oct.  16 
Touelidowii,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1 
Tough  Kid  (Mono)  Jan.  14 
Trade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  31 
1 rapped  b>  G-.Meii  (Col)  reviewed 
under  title  (River  of  Missing  Men) 
.Sept,  11 

’Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21 
Twelve  Crowded  Hours  (RKO) 

Feb.  18 

Two  Sisters  (SR)  Dec.  24 


u 

Under  Suspicion  (Col)  Nov.  27 
Under  the  Big  Top  (Mono) 

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  12 


V 

Vacation  From  Love  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8 
V’alley  of  the  Giants  (FN)  Sept.  24 

w 

Wanted  by  the  Police  (Mono) 

W'est  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col)  Dec.  24 
W'estern  Jamboree  (Rep)  Dec.  24 
Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 
While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th-Fox) 
Oct.  22 

Wife,  Husband  and  Friend 
(20th-Fox)  Feb.  18 
Wild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono)  Jan.  7 
W’ings  of  tile  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21 
Woman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4 


Y 

Y’es,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 

Feb.  11 

You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 
(Univ)  Feb.  25 

You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You  (Col) 
Sept.  3 

Young  Dr.  KUdare  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22 
Young  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12 
Youth  Takes  a Fling  (Univ)  Oct.  1 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT,  THEATRES,  SERVICES 


^leatinq  4iou.5e 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance,  Minimum  $1.00,  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  B ALLAN - 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


BUY  NOW — We  will  quote  you  special 
cash  prices,  15%  above  MANUFACTUR- 
ING cost — all  silent  multiple  rotor  blow- 
ers; all  sizes  of  washed  air  units.  If  inter- 
ested, get  in  touch  with  us.  These  prices 
are  good  until  May  1.  DEALERS  WANT- 
ED. Rainbow  Mist  Spray  Nozzles,  lots  of 
100  or  more — 32c.  Years  of  experience  has 
taught  us  how  to  serve  you.  Several  slight- 
ly used  blowers  for  sale — BARGAIN.  Pet- 
erson “Freezem”  Manufacturing  & Sales 
Co.,  2620  Charlotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


KEEP  YOUR  THEATRE  PIT,  RE- 
EQUIP! We  sell  theatre  equipment  on 
Easy  Time  Payments.  Send  for  Free 
Catalog  and  save  money!  S.  O.  S.  Cinema 
Supply  Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPBffiNT 

Air  Conditioning— MAGIC  WEATHER— 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation;  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


FILMS  FOR  SALE 


FOR  SALE — Balance  State  Rights.  Mis- 
souri and  Kansas.  “Gambling  With 
Souls.”  Priced  right  for  quick  sale.  At- 
lantic Pictures,  828-21st  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

ONE  SEMI-PORTABLE  HOLMES  SI- 
LENT 35mm  motion  picture  machine  with 
stereopticon  attachment  equipped  with  re- 
wind, extra  bulb  and  splice  unit.  The  ma- 
chine is  in  good  condition,  used  less  than 
thirty  times — $100.00.  Paxton  Community 
High  School,  Paxton,  111. 

FOR  SALE — Complete  RCA  sound,  adap- 
table to  Powers  machine,  First  class  con- 
dition, suitable  for  500  seat  house.  Price: 
$195.00  cash.  B-1101,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE — Practically  new  portable 
DeVry  35mm  complete  booth:  projectors, 
sound,  lamps  and  metal  booth.  Reason- 
able. Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  1235 
South  Wabash,  Chicago. 


SCREEN  GAMES 

ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICES— Write  us  to- 
day for  further  information.  B-1071,  Box- 
office,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

USED  SEATS— 5,000  full-upholstered 
Hey  wood  and  American.  2,000  with  linen 
covers.  Excellent  condition,  real  bargain. 
Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  1235  South 
Wabash,  Chicago. 

4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 

IP  YOU  NEED  CHAIRS,  HERE’S 
VALUE!  16,340  veneer,  upholstered  famous 
makes,  75c  and  up.  Choice  of  364  lots. 
Write  S.  O.  S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


BINGO 

CARDS 

$2.00  Per 

' Thousand 

Write  today  lor 

sample  card  and 

complete  i 

information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 

4704  East  Ninth  St 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

THEATRE  DATE  STRIPS 


FLASH!!!  Modern,  durable,  beautiiul, 
extraordinary — that  describes  20th  Cen- 
tury rainbow-colored  metal  theatre  date 
strips.  Two  sizes — 3"xl4''  and  4"xl4" — 
15c  each.  You  MUST  see  these.  Send  15c 
for  sample.  20TH  CENTURY  PLATING, 
Erie,  Pa. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

NEBRASKA  THEATRE — Town,  700;  sale 
or  lease.  $300  required.  Strand,  Blue 
Springs,  Neb. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WILL  BUY  OR  LEASE  small  town  the- 
atre in  west  Texas  or  New  Mexico.  B-1098, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 
PROJECTIONIST,  SIGN  WRITER— Ex- 
perienced,  reliable,  go  anywhere.  B-1103, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


BOOKS 

SECOND  PRINTING— Copyrighted  in- 
structions for  building  your  own  guillotine 
type  electric  change-overs  for  Simplex, 
front  or  rear  shutters,  at  $5.00  or  less  per 
pair.  Instructions  $1.00  per  copy.  D’AR- 
MAND  SUPPLY  CO.,  Grant-Grandview 
Ave.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY — 50  rolls  SK»ck 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


HEEE  IS  YOUR  HAMDY  ORDER’^  BLANK 


BOXOFFICE, 

4704  East  Ninth  St„ 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


(Send  Cash 
With  Order) 


10c  a word 
4 insertions 
at  price  of  3 


Kindly  insert  the  folio-wing  ad times  in  your  “CLEARING 

HOUSE"  section,  running  through  ALL  eight  sectional  editions  of  BOXOFFICE: 

Blind  ads — -lOc  extra  to  cover  cost  of  postage. 

CLASSIFICATION  WANTED: 


DOOR  CLOSERS 

ALL  MAKES  Door  Closers  repaired. 
New  Closers  for  every  door.  Prompt  ser- 
vice. Quotations  on  request.  Columbus 
Door  Closer  Co.,  209  East  Long  St.,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


NEED  A LEGAL  GAME? 

THEN  IT’S 

^^TUNES^^ 

TUNES,  INC. 

1246  S.  Wabash  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 


BOXOFFICE  March  18,  1939 


• Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  itOi  F,. 'Ninth  st..  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  precedingr  pablication  date. 


..„.JOHN  TRENT 

MARJORIE  REYNOLDS  • MILRURN  STONE 

A MONOGRAM  PICTURE 


"Realistic,  fast-moving,  wholesome 
picture... a cinch  to  please  thousands 
of  youngsters."  JIMMIE  FIDLER. 


MOVIES! 


"Series  takes  off  and  zooms  to  enter- 
tainment levels  which  score  a direct 
hit  for  this  initialer  and  presages 
same  for  successors.  Plenty  of  punch 
for  adult  action  fans."  BOX  OFFICE. 


Bids  fair  to  create  a vogue  . . . con- 
centrates on  action  and  suspense  . . . 
one  of  the  most  novel  climaxes  seen 
on  the  screen  in  years." 

MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD. 


"Gets  off  to  flying  start... will  please 
fans  of  all  ages."  FILM  DAILY. 


"Packs  a wallop  that  will  pave  smooth 
path  for  those  to  follow.  . . . Action 
and  suspense  a-plenty,  excellent  pro- 
duction values."  DAILY  VARIETY. 


m 

"Should  become  Monogram's  top 
grossers,  as  exploitation  possibilities 
are  unlimited." 

HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER. 
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In.This 


A FRIENDLY  GREETING  to  the 

entire  motion  picture  industry!  May  success 
come  to  all  of  us! 

TO  OUR  CUSTOMERS  whose  faith 

has  enabled  us  to  go  ever  forward  we  pledge 
another  year  of  great  M-G-M  attractions  and 
of  sincere  effort  to  be  worthy  of  our  name, 

THE  FRIENDLY  COMPANY! 

Read  M-G-M’s  i^th  Anniversary  Product  Announcement  Story  in  the  papers 


BEN  SHLYEN 

Publisher 

MAURICE  KANN 

Editor-in-Chief 

J.  H.  GALLAGHER 

General  Manager 


William  G.  Formby,  Editor;  Jesse  Shlyen, 
Managing  Editor;  J.  Harry  Toler,  Modern 
Theatre  Editor;  Louis  Rydell,  Advertising 
Manager;  Ivan  Spear,  Western  Manager. 


AND,  IT  CAN  BE  BOXOFFICE 

WHERE  the  industry  has  been  fearful  about  treading,  world  events  are  now  paving  the 
way. 

Hitler  dismembers  Czechoslovakia  and  turns  toward  Rumania.  Neville  Chamberlain  for 
England  and  Sumner  Welles  for  the  United  States  denounce  the  new  aggression.  The  State 
Department  in  Washington  places  a new  twenty-five  per  cent  import  duty  on  goods  of 
German  manufacture.  And  M-G-M,  surveying  the  scene,  dusts  off  "It  Can't  Happen  Here" 
and  fanfares  it  as  one  of  its  top,  and  perhaps  its  top,  venture  for  the  new  season. 

This  may  be  free  advertising  for  Metro,  but  it's  all  right  if  it  is.  And  it's  all  right  because 
there  is  much  significance  behind  the  decision  to  proceed  with  Sinclair  Lewis's  novel  of 
the  rise  of  Eascism  in  the  United  States. 

It  indicates  a recognition  of  intensifying  times,  the  need  to  bring  films  out  of  the  clouds 
and  down  to  earth  in  the  essential  process  of  having  motion  pictures,  or  some  of  them,  re- 
flect the  inescapable  events  leaping  out  of  every  newspaper  headline. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  production  decision,  and  others  rapidly  shaping  them- 
selves in  Hollywood,  are  born  of  a realistic  approach.  There  is  nothing  escapist  about  the 
current  ban  of  American  pictures  in  Italy.  There  is  nothing  escapist  about  the  continued 
shrinkage  of  the  market  in  Japan,  in  Germany,  then  Austria,  now  Czechoslovakia.  The 
truth  simply  and  clearly  is  that,  while  Eascism  or  Nazism,  cut  from  the  same  cloth  and 
following  the  identical  pattern,  rides  high,  the  commercial  avenues  which  it  controls  are 
closed,  and  closing,  to  American  product. 

Out  of  this  springs  either  a new-born  courage  or  a decision  to  ride  the  wave  for  benefits 
to  be  gained.  You  can  view  it  any  way  you  like.  That  becomes  relatively  unimportant,  but 
what  is  important,  is  the  indication  again  that  action  is  on  the  way. 

And  it  is  proper  action,  as  these  columns  have  been  setting  forth  persistently  for  many 
months  now.  It  is  proper  ethically  and  morally  and  now  there  must  be  added  the  strong 
probability  it  will  become  commercially  proper  as  well.  That  ought  to  satisfy  everybody. 

There  won't  be  much  speculation  about  the  reasons  behind  M-G-M's  decision.  No 
doubt,  the  studio  is  determining  to  make  the  Lewis  novel  because  it  looks  like  a money 
proposition  which  is  what  business  is  all  about  any  way.  But  when  profits,  or  the  hope 
for  them,  can  be  tied  with  an  attack  on  the  very  pressing  issue  of  the  dictatorships,  out  of 
it  comes  a combination  hard  to  lick. 

It  is  likewise  pretty  obvious  that  this  company  is  prepared  to  withdraw  from  Germany 
or  stands  prepared  to  take  the  consequences  of  being  kicked  out.  This  page  tries  hard  to 
be  clear-headed  on  prophesy;  it's  a precarious  undertaking.  Yet,  from  time  to  time,  it  ven- 
tures one  and  it  does  so  now  in  predicting  it  to  be  merely  a matter  of  time  before  the  Nazi 
regime  throws  all  American  producers  out  or  international  events,  plus  official  American 
policy,  induce  the  several  remaining  in  Berlin  to  pull  out. 

Then,  what?  Then,  this  and  simple  enough,  too: 

Hollywood  will  find  itself  choking  under  one  less  link  in  the  chain  seeking  constantly  to 
throttle  the  freedom  of  its  expression.  This  can  lead  to  nothing  or  everything  on  the  screen 
where  the  story  is  unfolded  and  at  the  boxoffice  where  the  story  is  finally  told. 
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EASEMENT  OF  CONSPIRACY  SUIT  PONDERED 
UNDER  NEW  FORMULA  GUIDING  TRUST  LAWS 


For  Pact,  Regardless  of  Allied 

New  York — With  distributors  on  record  that  concessions  offered  will  be  final 
in  the  trade  practice  draft  and  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  counsel,  now  working  with 
a distributors'  committee  of  three  on  the  language,  it  is  learned,  at  least  one,  if 
not  more,  local  Allied  unit,  will  definitely  go  for  the  program  regardless  of  what 
action  the  board  of  the  national  exhibitor  organization  takes. 

On  the  distributors'  committee  of  three  ore  William  Donovan  of  Donovan, 
Leisure,  Newton  <S  Lumbard,  attorneys  for  RKO;  Austin  C.  Keough,  general  counsel 
for  Paramount,  and  Robert  W.  Perkins,  chief  counsel  for  Warners.  They  met  for  a 
second  time  writh  Myers  this  week  in  an  effort  to  rephrase  wording  not  entirely 
in  accord  with  Allied's  views. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  a number  of  local  exhibitors  that  the  longer  the  attorneys 
spend  over  the  rephrasing  of  the  draft  the  greater  is  the  wait  for  the  pact  to 
become  effective,  despite  its  retroactive  provisions. 


Change  "Welcome  to  Business 
World”  Is  Being  Prophesied 


Exposition  of  Murphy's 
Stand  Draws  Eyes  to 
Federal  Trust  Suit 

New  York  — Attorney  General  Frank 
Murphy’s  announced  plan  to  revise  anti- 
trust policy  so  that  it  eliminates  “needless 
friction”  between  government  and  busi- 
ness finds  topline  film  executives  hopeful 
the  formula  may  make  possible  the  estab- 
lishment of  greater  mutuality  between 
prosecution  and  defense  in  the  department 
of  justice’s  far-flimg  conspiracy  suit. 

The  attorney  general’s  first  public  ut- 
terance of  a few  days  ago  is  arousing 
great  interest  in  all  business  circles.  This 
industry,  therefore,  is  not  alone  in  its 
contemplation,  plus  its  admitted  specula- 
tion, of  the  direction  the  justice  depart- 
ment proposes  moving  and  the  effect  of 
that  move  on  the  lawsuit  to  which  all  the 
major  companies,  in  one  form  or  another 
are  parties. 

Business  men,  according  to  information 
out  of  Washington,  have  been  raising  a 
steadier  and  louder  clamor  in  recent 
months  for  a more  specific  definition  of 
the  department  of  justice’s  policy  on  anti- 
trust prosecution.  The  history  of  the  de- 
partment in  recent  years,  they  maintain, 
has  left  industry  at  large  uncertain  of  ex- 
actly where  it  stood  and  thus  has  de- 
prived it  of  any  method  of  successfully 
calculating  whether  business  could  grow 
larger  without  violating  federal  statutes. 

Doubt  Blocks  Progress 

This,  too,  has  left  its  mark  within  the 
film  industry  where,  the  record  reveals, 
larger  interests  have  felt  themselves 
blocked  along  lines  they  consider  normally 
expansive  because  of  doubts  over  the  re- 
action of  justice  department  officials.  Not 
only  has  this  impression  been  left  on  indi- 
vidual deals  by  individual  companies,  but 
it  also  has  long  been  regarded  by  virtu- 
ally all  the  majors  as  making  it  impos- 
sible for  them  to  effect  trade  practice 
adjustments  because  they  fear  conse- 
quences for  having  acted  in  concert. 

However  and  inclining  to  lean  heavily 
now  on  Murphy’s  “new  deal”  in  anti-trust 
procedure,  thoughtful  executives  in  New 
York  see  an  opportunity  which  one  de- 
scribes as  “tremendous”  perhaps  emerg- 
ing from  a careful  study  of  the  attorney 
general’s  plan.  There  is  speculation,  for 
instance,  over  the  possible  impact  of  the 
proposed  trade  practice  pact  on  the  gov- 
ernment suit  and  it  develops  along  some- 
thing like  these  lines: 

If  the  department  of  justice,  for  in- 
stance, is  to  change  its  long-standing 
policy  on  agreements  of  this  nature  to  in- 
clude formal  approval  and  then  declare 
immunity  from  additional  prosecution,  a 
real  step  forward  will  have  been  consid- 
ered made.  It  is  pointed  out  that  one  of 
the  concerns  in  connection  with  the  trade 
(Continued  on  page  43) 


Washington — Proposed  changes  in  anti- 
trust enforcement  “should  be  welcome  to 
the  business  world,”  writes  Raymond 
Clapper  for  the  Scripps-Howard  news- 
papers. In  its  highlights,  the  writer  gives 
the  following  as  his  understanding  of 
Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy’s  plans 
to  end  “needless  friction”  between  gov- 
ernment and  business: 

“In  brief,  the  purpose  is  to  use  the  anti- 
trust for  constructive  assistance  to  busi- 
ness operation,  and  if  present  hopes  are 
realized,  the  result  should  do  much 
toward  stabilizing  orderly  activity. 

“In  the  new  policy  now  about  to  hatch, 
it  is  recognized  that  modern  industrial 
conditions  make  rigid  application  of  com- 
petitive standards  impossible  in  many  in- 
stances. The  rule  of  reason  must  be  ap- 
plied to  obtain  constructive  solutions  in 
the  true  public  interest. 

“Can  Be  Encouraged” 

“For  instance,  combinations  which  actu- 
ally contribute  to  the  efficiency  of  mass 
production  or  public  service  should  not 
be  destroyed.  In  fact,  on  occasion  they 
should  be  encouraged.  It  would  be  better 
to  have  one  telegraph  company  than  to 
persist  in  the  existing  hopeless  competi- 
tion which  is  driving  the  two  existing 
telegraph  companies  to  desperation. 

“Concerted  action  on  the  part  of  groups 
of  competitors  in  order  to  insure  orderly 
marketing  conditions  should  not  be  con- 
sidered unreasonable.  A marketing  agree- 
ment, bringing  competitors  into  combina- 
tion, would  be  infinitely  more  desirable  for 
everyone  so  long  as  the  terms  were  sup- 
ervised in  the  public  interest. 

“Again  there  is  the  problem  of  un- 
scrambling combinations  which  have 
grown  up  through  lack  of  anti-trust  en- 
forcement in  the  past.  In  many  such  in- 


stances, these  combinations  have  destroy- 
ed competition,  rival  businesses  have  clos- 
ed and  imposition  of  penalties  would  not 
recreate  competition. 

“The  intention  of  the  department  of  jus- 
tice is  to  file  suit  and  then  lay  such  situa- 
tions (Clapper  cites  milk  wars)  before 
various  government  agencies.  A Chicago 
or  Detroit  milk  situation  would  be  taken 
to  the  department  of  agriculture.  Sec- 
retary Hopkins  is  being  urged  to  ask  for 
creation  of  a bureau  of  industrial  eco- 
nomics in  the  commerce  department. 
Many  situations  would  go  to  such  a bu- 
reau. The  industry  concerned  and  gov- 
ernment experts  would  work  out — without 
regard  to  the  anti-trust  laws  — what 
seemed  to  them  the  fairest  and  most  prac- 
ticable program  of  trade  practices.  Call 
it  a code  if  you  prefer,  because  the  idea 
is  to  do  one  of  the  things  that  NRA  at- 
tempted. This  plan  or  program  or  code 
would  clear  through  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission,  acting  as  a kind  of  master 
for  the  court. 

Would  Go  to  Court 

“Then,  when  in  final  shape,  the  draft 
agreement  would  be  presented  in  court 
to  be  embodied  in  a consent  decree.  Or 
if  of  a particularly  broad  character  not 
falling  within  the  outside  boundaries  of 
the  anti-trust  laws,  it  would  go  to  Con- 
gress for  legislation. 

“To  those  who  have  wrestled  with  the 
problems  of  prosecution,  this  procedure 
seems  the  only  workable  method  of  deal- 
ing with  the  infinitely  complicated  prac- 
tices of  modern  business  in  a way  to  pro- 
tect the  public  interest  and  the  interest 
of  the  businessmen  themselves,  and  at  the 
same  time  avoid  the  destructive  effects 
of  trying  to  ‘pulverize’  business  through 
headlong  ‘trust  busting’.” 
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WORRIES  OVER  NAT'L  DIVORCEMENT  BILL  NE; 
DONT  HOLD  THEATRES  IN  INTER-STATE  TRADE 


Says  Decency  Legion 
Mnst  "Strengthen" 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Declaring  “a  com- 
plicated and  menacing  situation  is  slowly 
coming  to  a head,”  the  Brooklyn  Tablet,  a 
Catholic  weekly,  editorially  concludes 
“there  was  never  more  need  for  the  Legion 
of  Decency  strengthening  itself  through 
the  country  and  for  the  producers  living 
up  to  the  motion  picture  pledge.”  The 
reference  is  to  the  production  code. 

The  publication  sees  two  issues  involved. 
They  are: 

“1 — The  production  code  ...  is  being 
assailed  and  undermined.  The  press  of 
recent  weeks  has  contained  cunningly- 
placed  attacks  on  the  code:  ‘Censorship,’ 
the  critics  call  it.  Moreover,  writers  and 
groups  both  inside  and  outside  the  in- 
dustry are  seeking  the  abolition  of  the 
self-control  program  established  by  the 
film  companies  and  endorsed  by  Catholic 
and  other  leaders. 

“2 — As  the  Tablet  has  already  revealed 
there  are  groups  active  who  seek  to  change 
the  motion  picture  from  a vehicle  for  en- 
tertainment to  an  instrument  of  propa- 
ganda, portraying  social  issues  . . . the 
disciples  of  confusion  seek  to  use  the  mo- 
tion picture  to  aid  class  struggle  and  other 
issues  which  for  the  pictures  will  mean 
suicide. 

“An  additional  danger  in  the  entire 
situation  is  Thurman  Arnold’s  activities  in 
the  investigating  field.  If  action  is  taken, 
under  the  monopoly  investigation,  to 
break  up  the  producers’  association,  the 
production  code  is  apt  to  go.  At  least,  the 
Legion  of  Decency  instead  of  dealing  with 
one  organization  will  have  50  to  deal  with 
and  in  a complicated  way. 

“There  was  never  more  need  for  the 
Legion  of  Decency  strengthening  itself 
throughout  the  country,  and  for  the  pro- 
ducers living  up  to  the  motion  picture 
pledge.” 

Then  the  editorial  discusses  the  “Yes, 
My  Darling  Daughter”  censor  entangle- 
ment in  this  state  and  continues: 

“Mr.  Breen  (Joseph  I.  Breen,  produc- 
tion code  administrator)  and  only  Mr. 
Breen  has  made  the  code  workable.  Re- 
cent reports  in  the  industry  that  Mr. 
Breen  is  soon  to  resign  are  appalling  news. 
He  can  be  replaced  only  with  the  greatest 
difficulty.” 

Breen  Disclaims  Article; 

Scouts  Retirement  Reports 

Hollywood — Joseph  I.  Breen,  produc- 
tion code  administrator,  disavows  all 
knowledge  of  the  The  Brooklyn  Tablet 
editorial  reporting  he  had  planned  to  re- 
sign. He  adds  any  such  rumors  are  with- 
out basis. 


Majors  Term  Talk  of  Bill 
To  Sever  Affiliated 
Houses  Nonsense 

New  York — Theatres  are  not  engaged 
in  interstate  commerce  and,  because  they 
are  not,  do  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of 
congressional  authority.  This  being  so, 
any  talk  on  Allied’s  part  about  a federal 
bill  to  compel  divorcement  of  theatres  is 
nonsense. 

This  is  the  cross-sectional  distributor 
reaction  to  the  statement  made  by  Col.  H. 
A.  Cole,  Allied’s  president,  before  a meet- 
ing of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  Al- 
lied’s New  England  unit,  in  which  he  said, 
“If  Allied  fosters  another  divorcement  bill, 
it  will  be  in  the  national  congress.” 

Cole’s  intimation  of  things-to-come, 
maybe,  therefore  leaves  the  majors  calm, 
collected  and  completely  unperturbed. 
They  are  confident  a divorcement  bUl  will 
not  even  be  considered  by  congress  be- 
cause such  legislation  has  no  proper  place 
before  the  high  law-making  body.  Fur- 
ther, they  are  inclined  to  credit  Cole  with 
seeking  to  “plant”  an  idea  and  do  not 
completely  disregard  the  probability  the 
Allied  leader  is  chiefly  hint-dropping  in 
order  to  get  a reaction. 

However  and  even  if  consideration  of  a 
national  theatre  divorcement  were  to  be 
contemplated,  Washington  scouts  for  the 
majors  report  there  would  be  no  chance 
for  action  at  this  session.  The  President 
wants  congress  to  close  shop  and  hie 
homeward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  But, 
pressing  for  attention  before  the  Senate 
Interstate  Commerce  Committee  which 
would  handle  any  measure  dealing  with 
divorcement,  is  the  far  more  vital  issue  of 
the  railroads  and  how  they  might  be 
salvaged.  This  is  apt  to  be  very  major 
legislation  this  session  and  so  extensive 
and  far-reaching  in  its  nature  that  any- 
thing smacking  of  minor  significance  in 
the  broader  scheme  would  not  even  have 
the  ghost  of  a chance. 


Tried  Wrong  Way  for 
Right  Results 

Springfield,  Mass. — After  the  man- 
ner of  Doug  Corrigan's  wrong-way 
flight  to  Ireland,  Manager  Harry  Storin 
of  the  Paramount,  used  a number  of 
"wrong  way"  stunts  in  his  campaign 
on  "The  Flying  Irishman."  Reverse, 
wrong-way  copy  was  used  in  part  in 
newspaper  advertising;  the  title  was 
spelled  the  wrong  way  on  lobby  pos- 
ters, and  merchandise  was  placed  up- 
side down  in  store  displays.  The  house 
organist  started  to  play  the  wrong  way 
and  then  used  some  gags.  On  the 
radio,  the  initial  words  in  spot  an- 
nouncements were  read  backwards. 


7,000  Emploges  in 
National's  Drive 

Los  Angeles — Approximately  7,000  em- 
ployes of  National  Theatres  throughout 
the  country  will  participate  in  the  13-week 
showmanship  campaign  which  gets  under 
way  April  9.  Arch  Bowles,  field  marshall, 
arrived  early  in  the  week  with  Charles 
Skouras,  operating  head  for  FWC,  Mike 
Rosenberg  and  Dave  Bershon,  partners  in 
the  circuit,  after  attending  meetings  with 
divisional  heads  in  the  east. 

Bowles  spent  the  balance  of  the  week  at 
his  headquarters  in  San  Francisco  and  left 
over  the  weekend  on  a tour  of  all  six 
divisions,  the  first  stop  being  Frank  New- 
man’s office  in  Seattle. 

At  the  meetings  with  divisional  operat- 
ing staffs,  Bowles  hands  all  districts  and 
theatre  managers  three  envelopes,  one  of 
which  contains  Showmanship.  In  this  pub- 
lication designed  especially  for  the  cam- 
paign are  details  for  developing  new  ideas 
and  other  material  designed  to  aid  par- 
ticipants. The  second  envelope  has  the 
pledges  and  Bowles  will  get  signatures  on 
his  stops.  The  third  deals  with  other  in- 
formation pertinent  to  the  campaign. 

In  offering  $25,000  as  prizes.  National 
tops  last  season’s  campaign  toy  $10,000. 
There  are  165  awards  to  toe  made  with 
home  office  personnel  in  all  divisions  as 
well  as  New  York  eligible,  district  and  the- 
atre managers  and  bookers. 

Showmanship  is  being  published  weekly 
at  Bowles  headquarters  in  ’Frisco  under 
his  supervision.  Ideas  and  development  of 
new  showmanship  campaigns  are  the  ticket 
and  all  employes  are  participating. 

"Crichton"  for  Paramount 
Is  English  Agreement 

New  York  — Back  after  six  weeks  in 
Paris  and  London,  Budd  Rogers,  Ameri- 
can representative  for  Mayflower  Produc- 
tions, states  Erich  Pommer  will  produce 
“The  Admirable  Crichton”  for  Paramount 
in  England.  Paramount  owns  the  rights 
to  the  story  and,  under  the  agreement, 
will  distribute  all  over  the  world  but  in 
the  United  Kingdom  where  Associated 
British  Pictures  will  handle  it.  The  dis- 
tribution deals  for  “St.  Martin’s  Lane” 
and  “Jamaica  Inn”  are  along  the  same 
lines.  These  have  already  been  com- 
pleted. 


Libros  Improving 

Miami — Discharged  from  a local  hospital, 
Simon  Libros,  president  of  National  Poster 
Service  Ass’n,  will  leave  for  his  Philadel- 
phia home  in  a fortnight. 
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CLEARANCE  SNARLS  AND  ANTI-TRUST  ACTIONS 
DIG  IN  FURTHER;  BREAK  ON  ALL  SIDES  NOW 


Northwest  to  Air  Allied  Temporarily  Holds 

Zoning  Plaints  Up  Resorting  to  Legal 

Machinery  in  Case 


Efforts  Made  to  Level 
Differences  Between 
Schine,  Boumansour 

Albany  — Efforts  are  being  made  to 
straighten  out  the  price  dispute  between 
the  Schine  circuit,  operating  the  Malone, 
Malone,  and  Michael  Boumansour  of  the 
Plaza,  same  town,  despite  recent  action 
by  Allied’s  board  of  directors  at  a New 
York  meeting  to  start  legal  machinery. 
Harry  G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  Allied  of 
New  York,  is  understood  holding  up  the 
filing  of  papers  until  he  confers  with 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales 
manager,  after  the  latter’s  Chicago  sales 
convention. 

It  is  understood  that,  in  reducing  prices 
from  40  cents  to  25  cents  at  the  Malone, 
Schine  has  not  violated  his  agreement 
with  the  distributor,  although  the  conten- 
tion is  that  since  the  Malone  has  shaved 
admissions  to  meet  the  Plaza  scale  the 
clearance  for  the  second  run  house  should 
be  reduced. 

Ralph  W.  Pielow,  local  manager  for 
M-G-M,  has  already  gone  into  the  price 
war  from  both  sides  and  is  reported  to 
have  consulted  with  Rodgers  in  Chicago 
on  developments.  However,  in  order  to 
pacify  all  parties,  M-G-M  may  effect  a 
reduction  in  the  clearance,  now  at  60  days. 
In  effect,  Boumansour’  contends,  if  the 
pi’ice  schedule  is  the  same  at  both  houses, 
the  differential  in  time  between  playdates 
should  be  reduced  to  reasonable  limita- 
tions. 

Boumansour  recently  was  scheduled  to 
attend  the  board  meeting  in  New  York 
of  Allied,  but  was  unable  to  be  present. 
However,  the  matter  was  taken  up  and 
action  recommended. 

Other  distributors  also  are  involved  and 
are  understood  to  have  already  been  ap- 
prised by  Kosch  of  his  plan  to  fUe  suit 
unless  the  condition  is  remedied. 

In  addition  to  the  M-G-M  angle,  two 
major  companies  are  being  charged  with 
being  guilty  of  “stayaway.”  By  this,  the 
exhibitor  contends  he  has  made  offers  to 
buy  all  product  of  these  companies;  that 
one  distributor  stated  it  was  not  interested 


Minneapolis — Clearance,  long  a thorn 
in  the  independent  exhibitors’  side,  will  be 
given  a thorough  airing  at  the  annual 
convention  of  Northwest  Allied,  June  16. 
The  local  meetings  follow  on  the  heels  of 
the  national  Allied  convention  where 
Abram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel,  and 
H.  A.  Cole,  president,  will  take  up  the 
matter  of  protection. 

Recession  at  independent  theatre  box- 
offices  have  exhibitors  up  in  arms  and 
they  blame  this,  in  part,  on  allegedly  un- 
fair prevailing  clearance  schedules. 

An  example  of  what  is  claimed  to  be 
unfair  protection  is  the  price  scale  of  the 
Gopher  and  Aster,  first-run  downtown 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  houses,  which 
charge  the  same  evening  admission  as  sev- 
eral independent  neighborhood  situations 
which  are  compelled  to  wait  some  time 
after  these  two  theatres  complete  show- 
ings. Extended  runs  by  the  major  cir- 
cuits also  are  said  to  be  hm’ting  grosses 
at  the  subsequent  houses  on  the  theory 
that  pictures  are  “milked”  by  long  runs. 


in  a second  run  because  of  the  possibility 
of  dissipating  first  run  revenue;  that  the 
second  company,  which  was  solicited  by 
the  exhibitor  last  August,  has  not  yet  re- 
sponded. 

By  the  companies  refusing  to  deal  with 
the  exhibitor,  it  is  held  that,  if  similar 
practices  were  exercised  by  other  com- 
panies, he  would  be  unable  to  operate. 

According  to  a spokesman  close  to  the 
situation,  it  is  stated  that  the  Plaza  case 
has  all  the  possibilities  of  being  the  first 
test  of  the  application  of  the  Dallas  clear- 
ance decision  on  clearance  in  his  area. 


Orange  County  Action 
Moved  to  Reserve  Docket 

New  York — Ti’ial  of  the  Orange  County 
Theatres  suit  against  Paramount,  20th- 
Fox,  Universal,  RKO,  UA,  Netco,  Joseph 
Lee,  local  exchange  manager  for  20th- 
Fox,  and  George  Walsh  and  Eugene  Levy 


of  Netco,  for  $225,000  damages  and  also 
for  an  injunction  against  alleged  unfair 
practices  in  restraint  of  trade,  has  been 
moved  to  the  reserve  calendar  of  the  local 
federal  court,  southern  district. 

Depositions  of  the  plaintiffs  as  well  as 
defendants  have  been  completed  and  it  is 
expected  hearings  will  get  under  way  with- 
in the  next  month. 


Deny  Conspiracy  Charges 
In  Weingarten  Suit 

Miami — Although  the  jurisdictional  ques- 
tion is  pending  in  the  local  federal  court, 
distributor  attorneys  talking  privately  to 
Boxoffice  deny  conspiracy  charges  in  the 
$50,000  suit  filed  by  Herman  Weingarten, 
operator  of  the  Cameo  and  Surf.  The  in- 
dependent exhibitor  also  seeks  to  reduce 
the  clearance  of  150  days  by  Wometco 
and  Paramount  circuits,  parties  to  the 
action. 

Weingarten  has  only  been  able  to  se- 
cure independent  product  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  Universal  films  and  also 
has  been  booking  many  foreign  pictures. 

Major  company  attorneys,  in  discussing 
the  anti-trust  suit,  state  all  their  product 
had  been  sold  to  Paramount  and  Wometco 
long  before  Weingarten  opened  the  new 
Cameo  on  Washington  Ave.,  Miami  Beach, 
and  the  Surf  here.  The  Cameo  was  op- 
ened last  November  and  the  Surf  in  De- 
cember which,  according  to  distributor 
counsel,  is  long  after  seasonal  product  deals 
have  been  consummated. 

Wometco  is  operated  by  Mitchell  Wolf- 
son  and  Sidney  Meyer,  while  S.  A.  Lynch 
supervises  the  Paramount  units.  The  in- 
dividuals also  are  defendants.  Weingar- 
ten says  he  will  file  a similar  action  in 
the  Atlanta  courts  in  the  event  the  local 
federal  coui’t  rules  the  major  companies 
do  not  do  business  in  the  state  of  Florida 
and,  therefore,  do  not  come  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Florida  courts.  All  film 
is  shipped  from  Atlanta,  500  miles  from 
here. 


Majors  May  Ask  Delay 
In  Indianapolis  Replies 

Indianapolis — Home  office  attorneys  are 
understood  preparing  answers  in  conjunc- 
tion with  local  counsel,  but  may  ask  a 
delay  in  the  anti-trust  suit  filed  against 
major  distributors  by  Herman  and  Mrs. 
L.  Golden  of  the  Parker  and  Golden  the- 
atres. The  delay  may  be  sought  because 
of  several  other  conspiracy  suits  now 
pending  in  the  middle  west. 

The  Goldens  seek  triple  damages  totaling 
(Continued  on  page  19) 


GreenwichlClearance  Stumbling 

Greenwich,  Conn. — Despite  the  compromise  recently  effected  between  Prefect 
Theatres  and  Skouras  on  a revised  clearance  schedule  for  the  Pickwick  here,  it  is 
understood  the  trial  is  not  working  out  as  well  as  expected.  In  effecting  a change 
in  the  protection  setup  for  12  months,  RKO  and  Loew  houses  in  Westchester  moved 
up  playdates  simultaneously  with  Broadway,  but  Stamford  continues  as  the  sore 
spot.  This  town  is  not  involved  and  pictures  playing  Stamford  ahead  of  Broad- 
way and  Westchester  are  not  cleared  earlier  in  the  realignment.  Stamford  is  as 
much  a competitor  as  Port  Chester,  Skouras  opposition  from  the  New  York  side. 
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Four  Daughters 
The  Sisters 
Brother  Rat 
Angels  With  Dirty  Faces 

Devil’s  Island 
Dawn  Patrol 
Valley  of  the  Giants 
They  Made  Me  A Criminal 

Blackwell’s  Island 
Naughty  But  Nice 
Hero  for  a Day 
The  Oklahoma  Kid 


IT’S  FAIR  TO 


VERTISEMENT  FOR 
DRD  FOR  m33! 


Dodge  City 

Wings  of  the  Navy 

You  Can’t  Get  Away  With  Murder 

Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy 

Juarez 

Each  Dawn  I Die 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter 

Family  Reunion 

The  Kid  From  Kokomo 

Dark  Victory 

Hell’s  Kitchen 

The  Roaring  Crowd 


24  TOP 

BRACKET 

PICTURES 

2 Outstanding 
Attractions 
Every  Month! 


Warner  Bros.’  Proposed  Program 
OF  Productions  for  the  Season 

1939  AND  1940 


^‘QUALITY  IS  NOT  A PASSING  FASHION” 

The  foremost  thought  in  IVanier  Bros.’  7nmds  at  all  times  is  to  make  good 
pictures,  to  present  these  pictures  with  the  strongest  showmanship  and  mer- 
chandising possible,  and  to  offer  them  on  a fair  “liye-and-let-Uve”  basis.  This, 
we  believe,  is  the  type  of  fair  practice  which  has  given  Warner  Bros,  their 
enviable  position  in  the  industry  today. 

The  success  of  Warner  Bros,  pictures  this  season,  their  success  in  the  new 
season  to  come  — and  in  the  seasons  that  will  come  after  it  — represents  a good 
deal  more  than  is  apparent  to  the  appraising  eye.  The  reason  for  our  present 
position  lies  deep  beneath  the  surface  of  an  edifice  which  29  years  of  careful 
construction  has  at  last  brought  to  completion.  Development  was  sure,  the 
goal  inevitable,  because  an  unswerving  sincerity  of  purpose  was  its  foundation! 
That  purpose  — not  merely  to  make  motion  pictures  but  to  make  motion 
pictures  as  fine  as  they  can  be  made  — has  now  matured  to  its  fulfilltnent. 
This  we  believe  is  clearly  apparent  in  the  productions  we  have  listed  as  an 
indication  of  the  material  which,  allowing  for  the  exigencies  of  production,  we 
contemplate  producing  for  1939-40. 

Yes,  these  are  great  attractions,  unquestionably  the  greatest  we  have  put 
forth  in  one  season,  but  to  us  of  Warner  Bros,  they  are  the  materialization 
of  our  company’s  motivating  thought,  “(Quality  Is  Not  a Passing  Fashion.” 
Now  that  the  quality  we  have  built  toward  and  planned  for  has  been 
attained,  it  is  inevitable  that  it  will  continue. 


) . 

General  Sales  Manager 


PAUL  MUNI 

☆ THE  LIFE  OF  BEETHOVEN  ☆ 

A distinguished  addition  to  Paul  Muni’s  memorable  charac- 
terizations. The  genius  of  the  most  revered  figure  in  music  . . . 
his  defiance  of  Napoleon  in  an  age  when  liberalism  was  heresy 
. . . the  women  who  resented  his  passionate  intensity  and  eccen- 
tric manners  . . . the  tragedy  of  deafness  in  his  later  life  . . . 
and  the  solace  he  found  in  music  as  immortal  as  his  ov/n 
soul  ...  A stirring  life  none  but  Muni  could  re-create! 


ERROL  FLYNN 
☆ THE  SEA  HAWK  ☆ 
with  OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND 

The  author  of  ‘Captain  Blood’  and  its  star!  Dashing  leader 
of  Rafael  Sabatini’s  saga  of  the  Beggars  of  the  Sea.  The  days 
when  England’s  only  navy  was  a colorful  clan  of  adventurers 
who  swept  the  Atlantic.  Produced  on  a scale  more  spectacular 
than  ‘Captain  Blood’! 


BETTE  DAVIS 
☆ THE  OLD  MAID  ☆ 

WITH  MIRIAM  HOPKINS 
i AND  HUMPHREY  BOGART 

The  Pulitzer  prize-winner  and  2-year  stage  success.  To  be 
directed  by  Edmund  Goulding  who  directed  Bette  Davis  in 
her  Academy  Award  picture,  ‘Dark  Victoiy’. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  AND  GEORGE  RAFT 
☆ INVISIBLE  STRIPES  ☆ 

Adapted  from  Warden  Lawes’  flaming  best-seller.  The  most 
powerful  theme  since  ‘Angels’!  Not  a prison  story  . . . but 
the  tortured  drama  of  ‘after  prison’  . . . the  invisible  stripes 
a ‘timer’  wears  forever.  A tremendous  opportunity  for  this 
dynamic  new  team. 

BETTE  DAVIS 

'^ALL  THIS  AND  HEAVEN  TOO  ☆ 

Biggest  book-scoop  in  5 years!  Apace  with  ‘Gone  with  the 
Wind’  in  all  quarters!  The  soul-stirring  story  of  the  girl  who 
became  the  world’s  most  notorious  name,  brings  another 
‘Victory’  to  the  screen’s  greatest  actress. 

JOHN  GARFIELD 
☆ DUST  BE  MY  DESTINY  ☆ 

As  timely  as  it  is  real.  Garfield,  sentenced  to  vagrancy  in  a 
penal  workhouse,  escapes  to  marry  the  girl  he  loves — and 
is  forced  to  live  a fugitive  life.  The  amazing  manner  in 
which  he  wins  a new  trial  and  freedom  will  awaken  every 
citizen  to  the  needs  of  victims  of  narrow-minded  ‘justice’. 

☆ JOHN  DILLINGER,  OUTLAW  ☆ 

The  newspapers’  Dillinger  headlines  in  themselves  make  as 
exciting  a story  as  could  be  fictionized.  But  add  to  this  the 
human  story  of  an  average  boy  sent  to  the  penitentiary  — by 
mistake  — ■ before  he  was  20  . . . and  the  9-year  lesson  behind 
bars  that  turned  him  into  a ruthless  animal,  fascinating  to 
women  but  feared  by  friend  and  foe  until  death  — and  you 
have  some  idea  of  the  impact  you  can  expect  in  the  show. 

JAMES  CAGNEY 

☆ THE  STORY  OF  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  ☆ 

The  stranger-than-fiction  biography  of  the  Scotch  pirate  who 
became  the  ‘Father  of  the  American  Navy’!  Mighty  armadas, 
great  sea  battles,  tender  romance  . . . produced  on  a scale  in 
^ keeping  with  its  spectacular  setting.  Picture  Cagney  as  that  fiery 
1 scourge  of  the  seas  whose  daring  conquest  led  America  through 
the  stormiest  naval  encounters  of  the  revolutionary  war! 


EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON 
☆ THE  MOON  AND  SIXPENCE  ☆ 

BY  W.  SOMERSET  MAUGHAM 

A story  with  the  world  for  its  background  and  the  creator  of 
‘Of  Human  Bondage’  for  its  author!  The  most  dynamic  role 
yet  brought  to  the  screen  by  Robinson! 

☆ THE  LIFE  OF  KNUTE  ROCKNE  ☆ 

There  are  80,000,000  football  tickets  bought  every  year — and 
every  one  is  a herald  for  this  show.  Based  on  the  autobiog- 
raphy of  the  immortal  coach.  Screen’s  first  document  of  this 
great  American,  his  background,  his  work,  his  rich  humor, 
the  unforgettable  heritage  he  left.  To  be  produced  with  the 
cooperation  of  Notre  Dame  University. 

^THE  BISHOP  WHO  WALKED  WITH  GOD^ 
BY  QUENTIN  REYNOLDS 

Based  on  the  life  of  Martin  Niemoeller,  the  fighting  minister 
called  the  greatest  enemy  of  the  totalitarian  states.  Every 
newspaper  in  the  country  has  headlined  his  great  struggle  . . . 
now  Warners  will  have  it  screaming  on  celluloid! 


ACADEMY  AWARDS 
WON  BY 
WARNER  BROS. 
THIS  YEAR 


The  long  list  continues  on  the  next  page  , . , 


ERROL  FLYNN 

☆ THE  ADVENTURES  OF  DON  JUAN  ^ 

The  title  tells  all!  Expect  more  adventure  than  ‘Robin  Hood’. 
The  story  of  the  world’s  most  famous  lover  will  be  filmed  on 
a matchless  scale  by  the  artisans  who  have  given  you  such 
epics  as  ‘Robin  Hood’,  ‘Anthony  Adverse’  and  ‘Juarez’. 

☆ BATTLE  OF  CITY  HALL  A 
THE  DEAD  END  KIDS 

The  ‘Kids’  come  off  the  streets  and  reform!  So  picture  what 
goes  on  when  they  take  over  City  Hall!  Here’s  comedy  and 
drama  — and  a story  to  top  ‘Crime  School’  for  suspense-filled 
action! 

☆ DISRAELI  ☆ 

CLAUDE  RAINS 

The  ‘Zola’  of  England.  More  stirring  now  than  ever  because 
of  its  up-to-the-minute  theme  of  dictators,  land  grabs,  per- 
secution. A really  important  screen  document. 

☆ EPISODE  ☆ 

with 

PRISCILLA  LANE  AND  JEFFREY  LYNN 

The  sweethearts  of  ‘Four  Daughters’  and  ‘Darling  Daughter’ 
are  set  for  big  things  this  year  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Priscilla 
plays  a music  student  and  Jeff  just  plays  — but  how! 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON 
☆ THE  STORY  OF  DR.  EHRLICH  ☆ 

Another  ‘Pasteur’  . . . and  another  great  life  that  triumohed 
over  ignorance  and  persecution  to  give  the  world  the  cure  for 
its  most  dread  disease!  Another  big  ‘first’  for  Warners  and 
another  great  biographical  drama  for  the  screen. 

☆ WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE  ☆ 

Another  best-seller  scoop  from  the  pen  of  celebrated  James 
Hilton!  We  are  not  alone  when  we  say  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  stories  to  be  filmed. 

☆ CAREER  MAN  ☆ 

JEFFREY  LYNN  AND  ANN  SHERIDAN 

A brand  new  entertainment  angle  — the  first  story  of  the 
U.  S.  Diplomatic  Corps!  The  Spanish  revolt,  European 
intrigue,  the  armament  race,  international  espionage,  pack 
it  with  1939’s  most  original  brand  of  screen  dynamite! 


JAMES  CAGNEY 
☆ THE  WORLD  MOVES  ON  ☆ 

From  the  pen  of  world-syndicated  Mark  Hellinger  comes 
this  stirring  kaleidoscopic  view  of  America’s  most  dangerous 
days!  The  pre-war  teens,  the  lush  twenties,  the  jittery  thirties 
all  woven  into  a thundering  cavalcade  of  adventure! 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON 
☆ BROTHER  ORCHID  ☆ 

The  nation’s  orchids  went  to  Colliers  for  this  unusual  maga- 
zine serial.  An  entirely  new  and  different  Robinson  portrayal! 
The  hilarious  story  of  a mobster  who  hides  out  in  a monastery 
and  learns  to  like  it. 

JOHN  GARFIELD 

☆ FORGIVE  US  OUR  TRESPASSES  ☆ 

The  success  of  ‘Magnificent  Obsession’  and  ‘Green  Light’ 
assures  the  latest  Lloyd  C.  Douglas  novel  instantaneous 
approval!  Its  heart-gripping  theme  is  timed  to  perfection  to 
further  this  great  new  star’s  ever-increasing  following. 

☆ FOUR  WIVES  ☆ 

A SEQUEL  TO  FOUR  DAUGHTERS 

with  the  same  cast 

The  long-awaited  follow-up  to  ‘Four  Daughters’  written  by 
the  same  author,  Fannie  Hurst,  and  filmed  by  the  same  di- 
rector with  the  saine  lovable  stars.  The  girls  have  become 
women  but  the  same  rich  drama  and  heart-warming  appeal 
assure  it  of  the  same  universal  acceptance! 

A GIVE  ME  A CHILD  ☆ 

We  earnestly  believe  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  human 
themes  that  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  offer.  Two  prominent 
stars  now  being  selected  will  portray  the  stirring  leading  roles. 

☆ EYES  OF  THE  ARMY  ☆ 

Each  year  Warner  Bros,  dedicates  part  of  its  program  to 
America’s  great  Services  and  Military  Institutions.  ‘Eyes  of 
the  Army’  takes  its  important  place  besides  ‘Wings  of  the 
Navy’,  ‘Submarine  D-1’,  ‘Devil  Dogs’  and  the  others. 

A THE  TANKS  ARE  COMING  ☆ 

First  and  only  film  of  Uncle  Sam’s  mechanized  cavalry!  In 
keeping  with  Warners’  authentic  ‘service’  policy,  it  will  be 
produced  on  the  actual  scenes  of  operations  with  the  full 
cooperation  of  the  United  States  Army. 


☆ A SEQUEL  TO  BROTHER  RAT  ☆ 

Same  stars,  same  author,  same  setting,  same  director  collab- 
orate to  bring  in  another  lightning-paced  picture  big  enough 
to  top  its  predecessor! 

☆ BURNING  DAYLIGHT  ☆ 

BY  JACK  LONDON 

Unquestionably  London’s  most  gripping  adventure  story  . . . 
\vith  all  the  roaring  action  of  America’s  fiercest  era!  Mighty 
days  of  the  Klondike,  wicked  nights  of  the  Barbary  Coast 
live  again  in  a magnificent  red-blooded  romance. 

FRED  MacMURRAY  and  PAT  O’BRIEN 
☆ THREE  CHEERS  FOR  THE  IRISH  ☆ 
with  ANN  SHERIDAN,  RONALD  REAGAN, 
FRANK  McHUGH  and  ALLEN  JENKINS 

You  can’t  beat  the  Irish  and  you  can’t  beat  the  heart  appeal 
Warners  have  put  into  this  one!  Get  set  for  a new  high  in 
hilarity  when  these  harps  start  swinging! 


☆ ON  YOUR  TOES  A 
WITH  ZORINA  AND  AN  IMPORTANT 
MALE  STAR 

Rodgers  and  Hart  wrote  it — N.  Y.  held  it  for  2 years — now 
it  zings  to  the  screen  with  the  most  sensationally  publicized 
dancing  star  in  years — the  talk  of  the  country,  star  of  the  legit 
season’s  musical  hit,  ‘I  Married  an  Angel’. 

☆ THE  DESERT  SONG  ☆ 

A mass  smash  on  two  continents,  it  boasts  Sigmund  Rom- 
berg’s world-remembered  music,  an  action-crammed  story, 
hundreds  of  daredevil  horsemen,  the  most  spectacular  desert 
scenes  ever  filmed!  To  be  produced  in  Technicolor  with  a 
great  singing  star. 

BETTE  DAVIS  AND  ERROL  FLYNN 
☆ THE  KNIGHT  AND  THE  LADY  ☆ 

Maxwell  Anderson’s  memorable  Theatre  Guild  production 
brings  Bette  Davis  to  the  screen  in  the  famous  love  story,  with 
Errol  Flynn  as  the  hero  who  defied  the  world  for  a queen’s  love! 


Warner  Bros.  Pictures 
Are  "Bench-Made” 

Because  It’s  Bair  to  You! 

There  is  no  "Assembly  Line”  at  Warner  Bros. 
No  properties  this  important  can  be  ’’rushed 
through”  to  meet  release  dates.  Only  because  we 
are  prepared  as  is  no  other  cojnpany — with  our  background  of  high- 
quality  production,  and  the  vast  resources  of  our  studios,  the  world’s 
largest,  is  this  policy  possible.  Our  current  program  definitely  demon- 
strates that  this  exclusive  method — and  this  method  solely — assures  the 
consistent  delivery  of successful  motion  pictures  for  the  future,  as  in  the  past. 


The  list  ^oes  on  . . 


☆ AND  IT  ALL  CAME  TRUE  ☆ 

with 

JAMES  STEWART,  ANN  SHERIDAN  and 
HUMPHREY  BOGART 

The  prize-winning  novel  by  Louis  Bromheld  becomes  a major 
addition  to  the  record  number  of  prize  novels  on  the  Warner 
story  list! 

☆ DEAD  END  KIDS  AT  COLLEGE  ☆ 

From  ‘Crime  School’  to  college  and  are  they  a pain  in  the 
seat  of  higher  education!  Fans  called  their  basketball  game 
in  ‘Angels’  one  of  the  year’s  funniest  episodes — so  you  know 
what  to  expect  when  they  take  up  football  . . . and  every- 
thing else  in  sight. 

☆ YOU  CAN’T  ESCAPE  FOREVER  ☆ 

BY  THELMA  STRABEL 

One  of  the  most  important  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  stories 
of  the  past  3 years.  Played  against  a background  of  Paris, 
Cannes,  Switzerland  and  the  U.  S.,  this  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  romantic  dramas  on  our  program. 

JOHN  GARFIELD  AND  ANN  SHERIDAN 

☆ TWENTY  THOUSAND  YEARS 

IN  SING  SING  ☆ 

‘Twenty  Thousand  Years  in  Sing  Sing’  and  twenty  thousand 
thrills  on  the  screen!  From  the  pen  of  Warden  Lewis  E. 
Lawes!  A behind-the-scenes  story  mighty  with  the  clash  of 
men,  to  be  advertised  and  publicized  as  sensationally  as  it 
will  be  filmed! 

☆ 4 SECRET  SERVICE  STORIES'^ 

BY  W.  H.  MORAN,  EX-CHIEF  U.  S.  SECRET 
SERVICE,  WITH  RONALD  REAGAN 

This  series  is  building  every  second.  Fieadline  scoops  and 
straight-from-the-files  stories  of  espionage  will  inspire  four 
more  action-packed  shows  for  the  coming  season! 

☆ 4 NANCY  DREW  STORIES  ☆ 
BONITA  GRANVILLE  — FRANKIE  THOMAS 

The  first  releases  of  this  swell  series  met  with  such  instan- 
taneous approval  that  Warners  will  follow  it  with  four  more 
in  1939  . . . all  with  new  action,  new  adventures,  new  laughs. 


All  These 

Great  Warner  Bros. 

Pictures 

Insured  By 

All  These 

Great  Warner  Bros. 

Names! 


☆ 4 TORCHY  BEANE  ADVENTURES  ☆ 

More  and  merrier  stories  for  this  popular  series  about  the 
smartest  female  newspaper  man  that  ever  scooped  to  conquer! 


PAUL  MUNI  * BETTE  DAVIS 
ERROL  FLYNN  * JAMES  CAGNEY 
EDWG.  ROBINSON ‘JOHN  GARFIELD 
PRISCILLA  LANE  * JEFFREY  LYNN 
OLIVIA  De  HAVILLAND 
'Dead  End’  KIDS  * HUMPHREY  BOGART 


JAMES  STEWARTS-  * FRED  MacMURRAY 

JEAN  ARTHUR  an::  ★ VERA  ZORINA 


PAT  O’BRIEN  * GEORGE  BRENT  * ANN  SHERIDAN 
GERALDINE  EITZGERALD  * WAYNE  MORRIS  - MIRIAM  HOPKINS 
CLAUDE  RAINS  ★ ROSEMARY  LANE  * JOHN  PAYNE  * GALE  PAGE 


Fay  Bainter  ☆ Eddie  Albert  ★ Jane  Bryan  ★ Donald  Crisp  ★ Margaret  Lindsay 
Frank  McHugh  ★ Allen  Jenkins  May  Robson  ★ Bonita  Granville 
Jane  Wyman  ★John  Litel  ★ Ronald  Reagan  ★Johnnie  Davis 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  Vice -President  in  Charge  of  Prodnction 
HAL  B.  WALLIS,  Associate  Exec// tire  in  Charge  of  Production 

ASSOCIATE  PRODUCERS 

Bryan  Foy  • Henry  Blanke  • Robert  Lord  * Sam  BischofF  • Lou  Edelman 
David  Lewis  • Max  Siegel  • Mark  Hellinger 

DIRECTORS 

Lloyd  Bacon  • Edmund  Goulding  • Michael  Curtiz  • William  Dieterle  • William  Keighley 
Anatole  Litvak  • Ray  Enright  • Lewis  Seiler  • William  Clemens  • Terry  Morse 
William  McGann  • Noel  Smith  • Crane  Wilbur 


ros. 

...the  company 
that  believes  in 
Fair  Practiced 


GARY  CONSPIRACY  CASE  ON  CALENDAR  SOON; 
mST  EXAMINATIONS  IN  U.  S.  SUIT  NEARING 


Depositions  to  Be  Taken 
In  V.  U.  Young  Action 
Against  B&K,  Majors 

Chicago — Dormant  for  some  time,  the 
Gary,  Ind.,  suit  filed  toy  V.  U.  Young 
against  B&K,  Great  States,  the  Warner 
circuit  and  major  distributors  on  charges 
of  violating  the  anti-trust  laws  is  expected 
to  reach  the  calendar  shortly.  Meanwhile, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Federal  Judge  William 
Holly,  depositions  will  be  the  order  of  the 
day  by  agreement  of  counsel  for  both 
sides. 

The  case  was  set  on  the  calendar  for 
next  month,  but  withdrawn  because  of  the 
desire  by  the  court  to  have  depositions 
taken  which  would  shorten  the  hearings 
once  they  get  under  way  before  Judge 
Holly. 

No  developments  have  taken  place  in 
the  past  few  weeks  on  the  government’s 
charges  of  criminal  contempt  against  B&K 
for  violation  of  the  1932  consent  decree. 

A fourth  court  action  is  about  to  make 
the  court  record.  It  is  another  anti-trust 
complaint  by  Frank  Ford  of  the  stadium, 
Evanston,  111.  Defendants  are  the  major 
companies  with  Lewis  F.  Jacobson  of 
Jacobson,  Merrick,  Merman  & Silbert  han- 
dling it  for  Ford.  A jury  trial  is  being 
sought  and  damages  covering  a 15 -year 
period  are  the  ultimate  aim. 


Morse  & Rothenberg  Suit 
For  April  Conclusion 

Boston — With  the  resumption  of  hear- 
ings before  a special  master,  now  that  all 
exhibits  have  been  entered  on  the  record, 
the  Morse  & Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit 
against  major  distributors  is  expected  to 
be  concluded  the  latter  part  of  April. 
Various  branch  managers,  past  and  pres- 
ent, are  being  questioned  on  the  witness 
stand  by  George  S.  Ryan,  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff.  There  are  more  than  2,000  pages 
of  testimony  in  the  action  which  is  a con- 
solidation of  seven  suits  by  independent 
exhibitors  in  this  territory. 

David  Watchmaker  has  been  assisting 
Ryan,  who  has  been  floored  by  the  flu  and 
is  now  actively  engaged  again  in  further- 
ing his  case. 


Majors  May  Ask  Delay  in 
Indianapolis  Answers 


(Continued  from  page  6) 

$180,000  from  Vitagraph,  20th  Century- 
Fox,  Paramount,  UA,  Columbia,  Charles 
M.  Walker  and  Alonzo  E.  Walker  of  the 
Irving  Theatre  and  Joseph  Cantor  of  the 
Rivoli  and  Emerson,  east  side  houses. 


No  Loew  Appeal 
From  Decision 

New  York — Loew  executives  have  de- 
cided not  to  appeal  the  decision  of  Su- 
preme Court  Justice  Louis  A.  Valente 
which  held  that  four  of  them  and  the 
estate  of  Irving  G.  Thalberg  return  a total 
of  $527,802  to  the  company  because  of 
errors  in  accounting  on  their  profit-shar- 
ing agreements. 

The  order  provides  Louis  B.  Mayer  re- 
turn $167,195;  J.  Robert  Rubin,  $112,505; 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  $69,447;  Arthur  M. 
Loew,  $14,754,  and  the  estate  of  Thalberg, 
$136,985. 

The  principal  reason  behind  the  desire 
not  to  continue  the  case  in  court  is  the 
opinion  Judge  Valente’s  decision  will  act 
as  a bar  to  other  suits  pending  here  and 
in  Wilmington. 


Wanger  Withdraws  Suit 
Against  Paramount 

New  York — Walter  Wanger  has  with- 
drawn his  suit  against  Paramount  on 
monies  due  him  from  “The  Trail  of  the 
Lonesome  Pine”  with  the  purchase  by  the 
distributor  of  all  interest  which  Wanger 
and  Walter  Wanger  Productions  had  in 
this  and  other  pictures  made  by  him  for 
the  distributor. 

Under  the  original  agreement,  Wanger 
derived  a profit  from  reissues  of  his  pic- 
tures by  Paramount.  This  has  now  been 
cleared  up. 


March  of  Time  Suit  to 
Trial  Soon  in  N.  Y. 

New  York — Trial  is  expected  to  get  un- 
der way  soon  here  of  the  suit  filed  in  su- 
preme court  by  Gerald  L.  K.  Smith,  for- 
mer lieutenant  of  the  late  Huey  Long,  who 
is  suing  March  of  Time  for  $5,000,000, 
claiming  invasion  of  civil  rights. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Ferdinand  Pe- 
cora  has  dismissed  the  $250,000  suit  of 
Lou  Goldberg  against  March  of  Time  in 
which  he  claimed  he  offered  the  special 
newsreel  idea  to  Time. 


Paramount  Minority  Suit 
Answers  Due  April  3 

New  York — April  3 is  the  new  extension 
date  secured  by  Paramount  attorneys  for 
filing  answers  in  the  minority  stockholders’ 
suit  which  charges  mismanagement  and 
seeks  to  have  $25,000,000  restored  to  the 
company’s  treasury. 


Government  Will  Quiz 
Two  UA  Defendants 
On  March  27 


New  York — First  formal  duel  in  the 
government  suit  takes  place  March  27, 
when  two  UA  defendants  are  to  be 
examined  by  Paul  Williams,  who  is  in 
charge  of  prosecution  of  the  case.  Wil- 
liams is  expected  to  appear  in  federal 
com’t  here  to  take  depositions  of  Edward 
Raftery,  UA  secretary,  and  Harry  P.  Muel- 
ler, treasurer. 

The  move  is  pursuant  to  an  order 
signed  by  Federal  Judge  William  O. 
Bondy,  after  UA  attorneys  opposed  the 
motion  of  the  department  of  justice  that 
Raftery  and  Mueller  be  examined  on 
March  21. 


Justice  Dep't  Substitutes 
Individual  Defendants 

Washington  — Taking  cognizance  of 
charges  which  have  occurred  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  various  companies  since 
the  filing  of  its  suit  in  New  York,  the 
department  of  justice  has  asked  the  court 
to  make  a number  of  changes  in  the  indi- 
vidual defendants,  the  result  of  which  is 
to  bring  into  the  picture  James  Roosevelt, 
son  of  the  President,  and  eliminate  Doug- 
las Fairbanks,  Mary  Pickford,  Charles 
Chaplin  and  Samuel  Goldwyn. 

Three  companies  are  involved  in  the  sub- 
stitutions, Loews,  United  Artists  and  Para- 
mount. 

The  only  change  in  the  Loew  defendants 
will  be  the  substitution  of  Henry  R.  Win- 
throp  for  William  A.  Phillips. 

Among  the  United  Artists  defendants, 
James  Roosevelt,  Charles  Schwartz,  Eman- 
uel Silverstone  and  Theodore  Caruso  are 
substituted  for  the  Fairbanks-Pickford- 
Chaplin-Goldwyn  group,  and  action  is  to 
be  dismissed  as  to  Attilio  H.  Giannini, 
George  Schaefer  and  Loyd  Wright,  who 
have  severed  their  relations  with  the  com- 
pany. 

In  the  Paramount  group,  Edwin  L.  Weisl 
is  substituted  for  Charles  A.  McCullough, 
resigned,  and  George  L.  Bagnall  for  Henry 
Herzbrun,  and  action  is  to  be  dismissed 
as  to  Harold  Fortington  and  Harry  O. 
King,  no  longer  with  Paramount. 

“When  the  action  is  filed,”  the  depart- 
ment explained  in  announcing  the  charges, 
“individual  officers  actively  participating 
in  the  management  of  the  corporate  de- 
fendants, as  well  as  the  respective  boards 
of  directors  of  the  parent  companies,  were 
all  made  parties.  Certain  changes  have 
occurred  in  these  officers  and  directors 
since  the  filing  of  the  suit.  The  motions 

(Continued  on  page  22) 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  25,  1939 


19 


Published  Every  Saturday  by 

Associated  Publications 


Editorial  Offices:  9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  New 
York  City.  J.  H.  Gallagher,  General  Man- 
ager. Louis  Rydell,  Advertising  Manager. 
Wm.  Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone 
Columbus  5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372.  Cable 
address:  “Boxoffice,  New  York.” 

Western  Offices:  6404  Hohywood  Blvd., 
Hollywood,  Calif.  Ivan  Spear,  Manager. 
Telephone  Gladstone  1186. 

Publication  Offices:  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo.  Telephone  Chestnut  7777. 
Other  Associated  Publications:  Boxoffice 
BAROMETER,  Boxoffice  RECORDS, 
Boxoffice  PICTURE  GUIDE,  published 
annually;  THE  MODERN  THEATRE,  pub- 
lished monthly  as  a section  of  Boxoffice. 

ALBANY — 21-23  Walter  Ave.,  M.  Berrlgan. 
ATLANTA — 148%  Walton  St..  N.  W..  Lee  Fuhrman, 
Southeastern  editor.  Telephone  Walnut  7171. 
BOSTON — 14  Piedmont  St.,  Brad  Angler,  New 
England  editor.  Telephone  Liberty  9305. 
BUFFALO — The  Courier-Express,  W.  E.  J.  Martin. 
CHARLOTTE — The  Observer,  Mary  B.  Parham. 
CHICAGO — 332  S.  Michigan  Ave.,  Eugene  D.  Rich, 
Central  editor.  Telephone  Wabash  4575. 
CINCINNATI — 127  Tremont  St.,  Ft.  Thomas,  Ky., 
Clara  Hyde.  Telephone  Highland  1657. 
CLEVELAND — 12805  Cedar  Road.  Cleveland 
Heights,  Elsie  Loeb.  Telephone  Falrmount  0046. 
DALLAS— 210  S.  Harwood.  V.  W.  Crisp,  South- 
western editor.  Telephone  7-3553. 

DENVER — 319  S.  Clarkson  St.,  J.  A.  Rose. 

DES  MOINES — 2233  E.  Grand,  Rene  McCluskey. 
DETROIT — 424  Book  Bldg.,  H.  F.  Reves.  Tele- 
phone Cadillac  9085. 

HOLLYWOOD — 6404  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Ivan  Spear, 
Western  editor.  Telephone  GLadstone  1186. 
INDIANAPOLIS — 2575  Churchman  Ave.,  Howard 
N.  Rudeaux.  Telephone  Drexel  3339. 

KANSAS  CITY — 4704  East  Ninth  St.,  Jesse  Shlyen. 

Midwest  editor.  Telephone  CHestnut  7777. 
LITTLE  ROCK — P.  O.  Box  253,  Lynn  Hubbard. 
Telephone  3-0156. 

MEMPHIS — 399  So.  Second  St.,  Carolyne  Miller. 
MILWAUKEE — 210  East  Michigan  St.,  H.  C. 

Brunner.  Telephone  Kilbourn  6670-J. 
MINNEAPOLIS— 507  Essex  Bldg.,  Maurice  Wolff. 
NEW  HAVEN — 42  Church  St.,  Suite  915,  Gertrude 
Pearson.  Telephone  6-4149. 

NEW  ORLEANS — 1609  Bodenger  Blvd.,  J.  W. 

Leigh.  Telephone  Algiers  1495. 

NEW  YORK  CITY— 9 Rockefeller  Plaza,  William 
Ornstein,  Eastern  editor.  Telephone  Columbus 
5-6370,  5-6371,  5-6372. 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — P.  O.  Box  4547,  E.  W.  Fair. 
Telephone  7-1038. 

OMAHA — 1402  South  55th  St..  Monte  Davis. 
PHILADELPHIA — 903  Manning  St.,  Joseph 

Shaltz. 

PITTSBURGH— 1701  Blvd.  of  the  Allies,  R.  F. 

Klingensmith.  Telephone  Atlantic  4858. 
PORTLAND,  ORE. — The  News-Telegram,  D.  W. 
Polivka. 

ST.  LOUIS — 5149  Rosa  Ave.,  David  F.  Barrett. 

Telephone  Flanders  3727. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY-^605  Utah  Savings  & Trust 
Bldg.,  Viola  B.  Hutton.  Telephone  Hyland  4359. 
SAN  FRANCISCO — 1095  Market  St..  Nathan  Cohn. 
Telephone  Market  6580. 

SEATTLE — 2417  Second  Ave.,  Joe  Cooper.  Tele- 
phone Elliott  8678. 

WASHINGTON — 1426  G.  St.,  Earle  A.  Dyer. 

IN  CANADA 

CALGARY,  ALTA. — The  ATKertan,  Wm.  Campbell. 
EDMONTON,  ALTA. — The  Bulletin,  W.  A.  DeGraves. 
HAMILTON.  0.-20  Holton  Ave.,  N..  Hugh  Millar. 
LONDON,  O. — Free  Press,  Chas.  E.  Carruthers. 
MONTREAL,  QUEBEC — 4330  Wilson  Ave.,  N.  D.  G.. 

Roy  Carmichael.  Telephone  Walnut  5519. 
REGINA,  SASK. — The  Star,  Andy  McDermiott. 

ST.  JOHN.  N.  B. — 34  Cranston  Ave.,  S.  Trueman. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO — 242  Millwood  Road,  Milton 
Galbraith. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C. — 615  Hastings.  C.  P.  Rutty. 
VICTORIA,  B.  C. — 360  Robertson,  Tom  MerrIman. 
WINNIPEG,  MAN. — 709  Selkirk  Ave.,  Ben  Lepkln. 


An  editorial  in  the  "New  Or- 
leans Tribune"; 

"The  patriotism  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  is  to  be  assumed.  For 
all  that,  it  may  not  be  intelligent. 
Unless  we  misread  several  signs  of 
the  theatrical  times,  Hollywood  is 
going  to  be  'told  off'  in  costly  fashion 
by  the  public  for  overplaying  the 
themes  of  patriotism  and  democracy 
...  It  may  be  a warning,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  American  people  re- 
sent having  their  theatres  turned 
into  pulpits  for  the  undisguised 
preachment  of  anything — even  pa- 
triotism— as  long  as  they  pay  money 
at  the  boxoffice,  not  for  sermons  but 
for  entertainment." 

There's  No  Denying 

Elsie  Finn,  film  critic,  commenting 
on  the  leap  toward  Americanism  in 
Hollywood,  wrote  in  the  "Philadel- 
phia Record"  recently; 

"Although  intense  and  self-con- 
scious nationalism  has  its  frighten- 
ing aspects,  we  are  consoled  by  the 
thought  that  the  movie  flag  is  being 
unfurled  by  producers  of  their  own 
free  will — and  not  at  the  point  of  a 
dictator's  gun.  Furthermore,  our 
movie  producers  are  still  individuals 
in  business  for  themselves,  fully 
aware  that  their  product  may  either 
be  accepted  or  rejected  by  a free 
people. 

"Even  Americanism  will  also  have 
to  be  good  entertainment  to  be  a 
best  seller  in  our  movies." 
Subscribed  to,  and  in  full. 

About  "Mamlock" 

The  fuss  over  "Professor  Mam- 
lock" in  Providence  includes  an 
angle  bearing  on  the  production 
code.  And  that,  in  turn,  bears  on 
the  recent  statements  made  by  Wal- 
ter Wonger  when,  at  a private 
luncheon  in  New  York,  he  said  the 
code  hampered  the  production  of 
films  with  controversial  themes. 
This  is  how  all  of  this  ties  up,  in  the 
eyes  of  a Hays  executive: 

"Mamlock,"  which  is  a Soviet  film 
dealing  with  Nazi  persecution  of  the 
Jews  and  a powerful  one,  bears  a 
production  code  seal.  Springing 
from  this,  the  advocate  of  the  code, 
as  it  stands,  points  out: 

"Here  is  a film  as  controversial  as 
anything  that  has  been  shown.  Yet 
it  bears  a seal.  This  demonstrates 
the  code  is  big  enough  to  embrace 
any  theme,  just  so  long  as  it  con- 


forms to  the  code  standards  of  good 
taste." 

A re-reading  of  the  statement  of 
the  Bureau  of  Fire  and  Police  in 
Providence  makes  the  reason  for  the 
original  ban  quite  interesting.  "There 
is  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the 
bureau,"  it  read,  "the  film  is  purely 
propaganda  designed  to  trace  the 
persecution  of  the  Jews  in  Germany, 
and  with  the  probable  purpose  of 
producing  more  hatred  for  Germany 
than  now  exists  in  many  quarters 
...  It  does  not  feel  that  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  there  seems  to  be 
enough  hatred  in  the  world,  that  it 
should  aid  in  the  presentation  of 
either  the  Russian,  the  German,  the 
Spanish  or  any  other  controversial 
point  of  view." 

We  give  up. 

Produce  It 

Editorially  in  the  "Brooklyn  Tab- 
let," a Catholic  weekly,  appears 
this: 

"...  writers  and  groups  both  in- 
side and  outside  the  industry  are 
seeking  the  abolition  of  the  self- 
control  program  [the  production 
code]  established  by  the  film  com- 
panies and  endorsed  by  Catholic 
and  other  leaders  ..." 

Why  the  evasion?  Why  doesn't  the 
editor  name  his  names? 

Kansas  Indignation 

Out  of  Kansas  and  an  editorial  in 
the  "Hutchinson  Herald"  comes  this: 

"The  movie  studios  are  notorious 
for  their  fear  of  controversial  sub- 
jects. The  film  magnates  dare  not 
take  a stand  on  any  issue  about 
which  there  is  debate.  Part  of  this 
impotency  may  be  traced  to  the 
baleful  influence  of  the  Hays  office 
censorship  and  the  even  greater  stu- 
pidity of  state  censorship  . . . Eco- 
nomic pressure  also  is  partly  to 
blame. 

".  . . But  in  the  newsreels,  this 
kow-towing  to  political  and  eco- 
nomic censorship  is  a grave  matter. 
Newsreels  help  to  form  public  opin- 
ion. The  brass  check  and  the  yellow 
ticket  for  the  month  go  to  these 
major  newsreel  companies  which 
announce  with  surprising  unanimity 
that  pictures  of  the  Bund  rally  and 
ensuing  riot  in  New  York  either  were 
technically  imperfect  or  of  no  'news 
value'  and  that  they  would  not  be 
shown. 

"In  a democracy  the  people  are 
(Continued  on  page  43) 
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'Midnight 
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HOLLYWOOD,  March  13.  — This  is  Claudette  Colbert’s  best  comedy  since  “It 
Happened  One  Night”  and  as  much  better  than  that  Academy- immortalized  classic  as 
the  cinema  of  1939  is  better  than  the  cinema  of  1934.  This  is,  in  fact,  just  about  the  best 
light  comedy  ever  caught  by  a camera,  as  of  the  glad  evening  of  March  8,  1939,  when 
a cross  - industry  turnout  enjoyed  its  preview  screening  with  that  wholesome,  whole- 
hearted enthusiasm  which,  about  once  a year,  erases  company  boundaries,  banishes 
professional  prejudices  and  makes  of  a top-flight  Hollywood  audience  a mere  theatreful 
of  completely  contented  film  fans  for  a night.  It  takes  a pretty  fine  piece  of  entertainment 
to  do  that. 

There  is  much  about  “Midnight”  to  gratify  not  only  Miss  Colbert  and  the  general 
public  but  also  Paramount  and  the  general  industry.  There  have  been  doubts  in  various 
quarters  during  recent  years  as  to  whether  it  is  possible  for  the  screen,  under  modern 
conditions,  to  deliver  to  the  whole  public  a really  smart,  sophisticated  comedy,  suitable 
for  family  consumption  and  yet  completely  satisfying  to  adult  and  minor,  metropolitan 
and  agrarian,  in  content,  execution,  in  individual  detail  and  total  result.  Paramount  has 
persisted  in  the  theory  that  it  can  be  done,  despite  certain  disappointing  efforts  to  do  it, 
and  Paramount  herewith  not  only  proves  its  theory  triumphantly  but  supplies  the  in- 
dustry a fine  working  model  for  guidance  in  achieving  this  difficult  but  delightful  end. 

Miss  Colbert’s  performance  is  unquestionably  her  splendid  best,  but  this  is  no  one- 
performance  picture.  She  has  as  companions  in  comedy  the  matured  John  Barrymore  in 
fine  fettle,  dashing  Don  Ameche  in  a role  fitting  his  ebullient  phase  perfectly,  Francis 
Lederer  and  Mary  Astor  with  precisely  appropriate  assignments,  Hedda  Hopper,  Elaine 
Barrie  and  Rex  O’Malley  in  superbly  handled  secondary  parts  which  add  roundness  and 
reality  to  the  swiftly  spun  narrative.  There  isn’t  a dull  instant. 


The  screenplay  by  Charles  Brackett  and  Billy  Wilder,  an  expert  script  packed  with 
brilliant  dialogue,  is  from  a story  by  Edwin  Justus  Mayer  and  Franz  Schulz.  It  starts  with 
arrival  of  Miss  Colbert  in  a rainy  Paris  in  evening  dress  without  hat,  wrap,  baggage  or 
money,  and  proceeds  from  there  by  a design  too  intricate  and  amusing  for  condensed 
synopsis.  It  is  fast  but  not  headlong,  so  funny  in  spots  that  whole  minutes  of  dialogue 
are  lost  in  audience  laughter  and  so  steadily  humorous  as  to  make  its  90  minutes  seem 
as  30.  It  never  gets  out  of  hand  nor  out  of  line. 


Arthur  Hornblow,  producer,  and  Mitchell  Leisen,  director,  have  many  a fine  picture 
behind  them.  They  may  have  many  more  before  them.  This  is  one  fine  enough  to  carry 
their  names  on  into  tomorrow’s  lists  of  great  artists  if  they  never  do  another. 

Running  time,  90  minutes.  “G”*  ROSCOE  WILLIAMS 
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SURVEYS  TELEVISION  AND  HNDS  IT  IS  SHY 
ON  COMMERCIAL  SIDE,  DESPITE  ALL  CUIMS 


Fortune  Magazine  Terms 
Venture  a "Big  Baby" 
Highly  Nourished 

New  York — From  any  point  of  view, 
television  “has  yet  to  become  a commercial 
reality  and,  despite  producers’  and  set 
manufacturers’  enthusiasm,  the  new  me- 
dium “cannot  be  profitable  until  it  be- 
comes a volume  business,”  So  says 
Fortune,  in  the  first  of  two  articles  ap- 
pearing in  its  current  issue,  titled:  “Tele- 
vision , , , A $13,000,000  ‘If’,”  is  the  monic- 
ker of  the  initial  instalment, 

“Radio  sired  it,  science  nursed  it,  Wall 
Street  and  Hollywood  have  dandled  it — 
and  at  long  last  the  public  is  to  get  it,” 
says  the  article  which  examines  such 
questions  as  “How  does  it  work?  What 
will  it  cost?  Who  is  in  the  business?  How 
do  they  figure  to  make  money?”  The  fol- 
lowing answers,  condensed,  are  the  re- 
sults: 

Television  is  a “big  baby,”  For  the  last 
five  years  it  has  absorbed  the  nourishment 
of  at  least  $13,000,000  in  this  country 
alone.  Its  sponsors  think  it  is  big  enough 
and  beautiful  enough  to  face  the  world. 

Although  formal  television  service  gets 
under  way  April  30,  the  same  day  the 
World’s  Fair  opens,  it  “won’t  do  more  than 
get  in  under  the  wire,”  By  the  end  of 
May,  when  both  NBC  and  CBS  are  ex- 
pected to  be  transmitting  programs  on  a 
sustained  basis,  about  11,000,000  people 
living  within  the  service  range  of  the  two 
systems’  transmitters  should  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  receive  the  telecasts.  Every  other 
key  city  in  the  country,  with  the  exception 
of  Los  Angeles,  will  have  to  wait. 
Receiving  Set  Problem 

Regardless  of  the  type  of  receiving  set 
that  the  more  “adventurous”  decides  to 
buy,  and  which  will  cost  from  $200  to  $350 
or  more,  the  buyer  is  “almost  sure  to  be 
disappointed  in  one  particular.  Instead  of 
the  large,  brilliant,  velvety  images  of  the 
better  home  movies,  you  will  get  a picture 
between  five  inches  and  a foot  in  width, 
of  reasonable  clarity  with  comparatively 
few  shades  of  gray  between  black  and 
white.  It  will  not  be  very  easy  to  look  at 
and  will  tire  your  eyes  by  the  end  of  a 
half-hour  program,” 

Be  this  as  it  may,  television  sets  will  be 
as  safe  and  nearly  as  satisfactory  as  radio 
and  “could  give  a lot  more  entertainment. 
For,  in  the  broadest  sense,  television  is  the 
ultimate  answer  to  the  spectator’s  ulti- 
mate wish — ‘to  be  there  when  it  happens’.” 

It  is  held  to  be  natural  television  should 
not  have  come  to  stay  before  now.  Un- 
like the  telephone,  the  telegraph,  and  the 
radio,  it  is  not  of  vital  use  as  a means  of 
communication.  These  were  important 
services  from  the  moment  of  their  inven- 
tion, while  television  is  for  the  present 
largely  an  entertainment  medium.  Fur- 
thermore, since  entertainment  is  a luxury, 
an  entertainment  service  must  be  far  bet- 


ter perfected  at  the  start  than  a necessity 
like  a communications  circuit.  The  poor 
quality  of  the  various  television  systems 
that  were  practicable  up  to  about  five 
years  ago  more  than  outbalanced  the 
novelty  of  the  medium.  In  short,  until 
television  could  begin  to  stand  comparison 
with  motion  pictures,  it  remained,  from 
the  business  point  of  view,  merely  an 
engaging  laboratory  toy  with  a future. 

Technical,  climatic  and  geographical 
difficulties  are  cited  that  purport  to 
demonstrate  the  long  road  television  has 
yet  to  travel.  Forthcoming  broadcasts  for 
the  home  merely  means  a period  of  pub- 
lic testing.  There  will  be  no  advertisers 
to  foot  program  bills  until  the  public 
is  supplied  with  sets,  and  the  only  cer- 
tain way  of  selling  sets  is  to  increase  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  programs. 

"This  is  thorny  ground  for  the  shoe- 
string operator;  a big  investment  lies 
ahead  of  the  industry  before  it  can  emerge 
into  real  mass  production  . . . The  total 
‘nut’  that  has  to  be  worked  off  is  esti- 
mated at  a minimum  of  $13,000,000.” 

Added  to  the  complexities  in  perfecting 


Television  "Din" 

For  the  Fair 

New  York — A specially  prepared, 
condensed  version  of  "Gunga  Din," 
running  20  minutes,  has  been  devised 
by  RKO,  in  conjunction  with  NBC,  for 
telecast  purposes.  The  picture  will  be 
run  off  during  NBC's  experimental  tests 
at  the  World's  Fair.  An  RKO  execu- 
tive declares  the  stunt  is  expected  to 
be  valuable  for  publicity.  He  says  no 
other  abbreviated  versions  for  tele- 
vision are  contemplated. 

The  subject  is  designed  to  speed  up 
action.  Closeups  and  shots  where  ac- 
tion is  concentrated  in  the  center  of 
the  screen  predominate.  Where,  in  the 
original  version,  tremendous  suspense 
is  built  up  through  the  absence  of  dia- 
logue, these  sequences,  in  the  tele- 
vision subject,  carry  offscreen  com- 
ments that  describe  the  performers' 
movements.  Lapses  of  footage  are  also 
connected  by  the  commentator,  who 
picks  up  the  thread  of  deleted  scenes 
when  new  ones  are  introduced. 

Just  about  half  of  the  subject  car- 
ries the  original  dialogue.  Where  the 
characters  are  shown  talking  in  cer- 
tain scenes  the  voice  of  the  commen- 
tator is  heard  instead.  This  has  the 
effect  of  describing  the  motives  of  the 
performers,  rather  than  permitting  only 
isolated  bits  of  dialogue.  It  makes  for 
speed.  There  are  very  few  long  shots 
in  the  subject.  Before  it  closes,  the 
commentator  states  the  climactic  bat- 
tle scene,  and  other  portions  of  the 
original  picture  have  been  deleted  be- 
cause of  time  limitations. — B.  O. 
TELLER. 


It  Can't  Be  Profitable 
Until  It  Becomes  a 
'Volume  Business' 

a foolproof  receiver  for  the  home  and  a 
reliable  transmitter  for  the  broadcasters 
is  the  patent  situation,  which,  until  the 
courts  unwind  the  snarl  of  claims  and 
counterclaims,  will  remain  a mystery.  RCA 
is  pictured  as  the  strongest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  together  with  Farnsworth,  will 
hold  a large  majority  of  “worth-while” 
television  patents. 

Together,  there  are  about  nine  set 
manufacturers  vitally  interested  in  the  de- 
velopment of  television.  Emphasis  is 
placed  on  the  position  of  the  Allen  B. 
Du  Mont  Laboratories,  “which  may  de- 
velop into  a power.”  Although  the  com- 
pany is  described  as  “small,”  it  has  had 
“potent  backing  since  last  summer,” 
when  Paramount  purchased  a half  inter- 
est for  $50,000.  Special  attention  is  also 
paid  to  the  British  Scophony  set. 

The  present  lineup  of  licensed  broad- 
casters includes  NBC,  CBS,  Don  Lee, 
Radio  Pictures,  Farnsworth,  Philco,  RCA, 
General  Electric,  Du  Mont,  Zenith,  First 
National  Television,  and  General  Tele- 
vision. 

An  Industry  “Interest” 

“Next  to  the  radio  industry,”  the  article 
states,  “the  movie  business  logically  should 
be  most  interested  in  the  development  of 
television.  Both  as  a market  for  pro- 
gram material,  talent,  and  technicians, 
and  as  a potential  rival  for  audiences, 
television  shouts  for  the  industry’s  atten- 
tion. The  fact  remains  that  Hollywood 
has  done  virtually  nothing — and  what  it 
will  do  remains  a large  and  teasing  ques- 
tion mark.  But  certainly  the  movies  and 
television  are  too  close  together  to  stay 
apart  for  very  long.” 

Posing  its  own  question — “Will  televi- 
sion pan  out  economically?”  the  article 
has  its  own  answer  in:  “But  any  answer 
is  complicated.” 

In  pointing  out  the  immense  problems 
offered  in  evolving  some  system  of  network 
telecasting  like  the  present  radio  setup, 
the  article  veers  toward  Hollywood  as  a 
possible  source  for  programs,  which,  re- 
corded on  sound  film,  would  be  available 
to  stations  anywhere  simultaneously, 
without  the  expense  of  installing  links  be- 
tween stations.  This  particular  phase  will 
be  part  of  the  second  installment  which 
Fortune  plans  to  publish  shortly  on  tele- 
vision. 


Substitute  Deiendants 

(Continued  from  page  19) 
to  be  made  contemplate  the  dismissal  of 
the  action  as  to  those  persons  who  have 
vacated  the  offices  formerly  held  by  them 
and  the  substitution  as  parties  defendant 
of  the  persons  who  have  succeeded  to 
those  offices.” 
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The  industry  is  cheering  its  Stella 
Dallas”  appeal.  Clicks  as  thriller 
and  heart-tugger,”  says  Hollywood 
Reporter.  “Box-office  without  ques- 
tion,” raves  Motion  Picture  Daily. 
“Strong  emotional  punch,”  com- 
ments Film  Daily.  “Swell  climax,” 
asserts  Box-Office.  ' 
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for  UNITED  ARTISTS  CORPORATION 


BOXOFFICES,  AT  LOWEST  1938  POINT,  LICK 
GENERAL  BUSINESS  RETURNS  BY  15  PER  CENT 


Where  the  $1,000,000,000  Went 

New  York — The  Hays  organization  estimates  United  States  theatres  grossed 
$1,000,000,000  in  1938  and  kept  65  per  cent  of  the  total  for  local  operations  under 
the  following  breakdown: 

Payroll,  theatre  staff,  management  $250,000,000  — 25% 

Real  Estate,  rent,  taxes,  depreciation 150,000,000  — 15% 

Local  advertising  and  publicity  80,000,000  — 8% 

Light  and  heat  50,000,000  — 5%, 

Interest  and  dividends  50,000,000  — 5% 

Other  taxes  and  insurance 40,000,000  — 4% 

Extra  attractions,  music,  acts,  prizes 30,000,000  — 3% 

$650,000,000  — 65% 

The  remaining  35  per  cent  distributed  itself  in  this  manner: 

To  studios  for  producing  the  films $250,000,000  — 25% 

To  distributors  for  prints,  advertising,  sales 

and  service  costs  100,000,000  — 10% 

$350,000,000  — 35% 

In  other  words,  this  source  computes  the  exhibitor  averages  35  per  cent  for 
film  rental. 


One  Billion  Gross  Take 
For  Year;  85  Millions 
Weekly  Attendance 

New  York — Despite  the  general  reces- 
sion during  1938,  the  boxoffice  low  which 
was  reached  in  June,  was  still  15  per  cent 
above  the  general  business  index. 

In  other  words,  estimated  gross  receipts 
for  the  year  were  $1,000,000,000,  and  week- 
ly attendance  was  approximately  85,000,- 
000.  Both  figures  are  unchanged  from 
1937.  This  is  revealed  in  a survey  com- 
piled by  the  MPPDA. 

Among  other  statistics  is  the  tabulation 
for  theatres,  which  is  put  at  17,541,  with 
an  aggregate  seating  capacity  of  10,924,- 
484.  These  are  located  in  9,187  American 
cities  and  towns.  This  compares  with 
18,818  theatres  in  1937.  But  in  1938  it 
is  estimated  1,290  houses  were  dark,  where- 
as those  closed  in  1937  are  estimated  at 
2,560. 

Film  for  these  theatres  are  fed  from 
431  exchanges  in  31  distributing  zones. 
It  is  estimated  15,000,000  film  shipments 
were  made  in  1938  between  exchanges  and 
theatres,  and  an  average  of  250  positive 
prints  was  required  for  each  feature.  The 
survey  states  there  are  approximately  450 
first  run  theatres  in  95  cities  of  over 
100,000  population. 

Big  Theatre  Investment 

Of  an  estimated  capital  investment  in 
all  branches  of  the  industi-y  totaling  $2,- 
000,000,000,  theatres  represent  94  per  cent, 
using  86  per  cent  of  the  total  regularly 
employed  in  the  business  and  carrying  68 
per  cent  of  the  industry’s  annual  payroll. 

About  6,300  of  the  more  prominent  the- 
atres are  operated  as  circuits  of  four  or 
more  under  the  same  ownership  or  man- 
agement, the  survey  shows.  Whereas  af- 
filiated circuits’  holdings  are  pictured  as 
remaining  at  2,300  for  the  past  five  years, 
houses  under  independent  management 
have  increased  from  1,968  in  1933,  to  3,829 
at  the  beginning  of  1939,  the  tabulation 
shows. 

During  1938,  the  Production  Code  Ad- 
ministration approved  594  feature  pictures, 
including  54  from  foreign  countries.  This 
compares  with  663  features  approved  in 
1937,  including  41  foreign  releases. 

In  production,  the  20  larger  studios  em- 
ploy about  150  contract  stars  and  about 
400  featured  players.  In  addition,  there 
are  40  or  more  better  known  stars  and 
featured  players  who  work  on  a free-lance 
basis.  There  are  246  active  directors,  400 
assistant  directors  and  approximately  700 
writers  in  Hollywood.  Also  650  cameramen 
and  about  210  in  the  music  field,  with 
some  40  dance  directors  available  for  mu- 
sical pictures. 

The  studios  used  8,875  extras  in  1938, 


as  compared  with  15,936  the  previous  year. 
However,  whereas  the  average  days  each 
worked  in  1937  was  18.4,  this  was  stretched 
to  an  average  of  29.77  in  1938.  Salaries 
were  correspondingly  higher,  with  an  aver- 
age of  $320  for  each  extra  in  1938,  as 
against  $187  the  previous  year. 

Hollywood  veered  from  original  stories 
to  novels  for  their  source  of  material,  the 
survey  discloses.  Original  stories  dropped 
from  391  in  1937  to  316  last  year,  but 
novels  increased  from  102  in  1937  to  140 
in  1938.  There  were  nine  fewer  stage 
plays  used,  for  a total  of  30,  last  year. 
Whereas  the  studios  dramatized  12  biog- 
raphies in  1937,  only  two  were  used  last 
year.  The  total  will  rise  sharply  in  1939. 


Three  Regional  Meetings 
Scheduled  by  Monogram 

New  York — Monogram  has  decided  on 
three  regional  sales  meetings  for  franchise 
holders,  the  first  to  be  held  in  New  York, 
May  4-5;  the  second.  May  7-8  in  Chicago, 
and  the  third.  May  11-12  in  Los  Angeles 
or  San  Francisco.  The  company  will  have 
30  features  and  24  westerns,  as  outlined 
by  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president,  recently. 

Charles  Garrett,  formerly  with  RKO 
and  GB,  has  been  named  manager  of  the 
company’s  foreign  exchange  operations. 
He  has  been  actively  engaged  in  super- 
vising internal  operations  of  all  foreign 
exchanges  being  operated  on  a franchise 
basis  by  Monogram. 

Johnston  is  expected  to  attend  all  three 
regionals.  Salesmen  of  the  various 
branches  are  scheduled  to  accompany 
franchise  holders  to  the  meetings. 


Perfecting  "Lynton"  Appeal 

New  York — Attorneys  for  M-G-M  are 
still  perfecting  the  papers  for  appeal  of 
the  “Letty  Lynton”  decision.  Sam  Cohen 
of  Metro  is  working  with  John  Davis. 


The  estimated  capital  investment  of 
$2,000,000,000  in  the  industry  is  broken 
down  as  follows: 

Theatres  $1,880,000,000 

Studios  100,000,000 

Distribution  20,000,000 

This  is  the  tabulation  on  regular  em- 
ployment: 

Exhibition  241,000 

Production  28,500 

Distribution  12,500 

Annual  payrolls  are  estimated  as  fol- 
lows: 

Exhibition  $250,000,000 

Production  91,000,000 

Distribution  27,560,000 


Montague,  Jackter  Meet 
With  Southern  Forces 

New  Orleans — Abe  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  and  Rube  Jackter,  his  as- 
sistant, met  Thm’sday  and  Friday  with 
southern  branch  managers  of  Columbia 
with  Sam  Moscow,  district  manager,  in 
attendance.  This  is  the  third  in  the  series 
of  regional  sessions  where  current  and 
expectant  product  is  discussed. 

Branch  heads  at  the  two-day  session 
were  Walter  Anderson,  Atlanta;  Bob  In- 
gram, Charlotte;  Jack  Underwood,  Dallas; 
James  Rodgers,  Memphis;  Charles  Gibbs, 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Houston  Duvall,  local 
manager. 


F&M  Plan  Deluxer 

New  York — F&M  is  planning  a new 
2,500-seat  theatre  in  the  colored  section 
of  St.  Louis,  according  to  Harry  C.  Ar- 
thur, here  from  the  Mound  City  for  a 
week  on  business.  The  structure  is  to 
cost  $250,000.  Arthur  says  business  is 
fair  in  St.  Louis.  He  returns  Monday. 
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NO  PREFERRED  DATE  DEMAND,  SCORE  CHARGE 
OR  SHORTS  FORCING  IN  METRO  SALES  POLICY 


Percentage  Scale  Ranging 
From  25  to  50  Per  Cent 
Rodgers  Tells  Parley 

Chicago — Metro  will  not  demand  pre- 
ferred playing  time,  force  short  subjects, 
impose  blind  booking  or  ask  score  charges 
on  new  contracts,  William  F.  Rodgers,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  told  the  company’s 
sales  force  in  annual  convention  here. 

Rodgers’  interpretation  of  the  new  sales 
policy  was  presented  to  the  convention  as 
follows: 

1.  No  blind  booking  for  1939-40. 

2.  Short  subjects,  news,  trailers  must 
stand  on  their  own.  M-G-M  does  not  have 
to  apologize  for  them,  and  exhibitors  do 
not  have  to  buy  them  to  get  features. 

3.  No  aggression  on  part  of  sales  force 
to  have  opposition  theatres  built. 

4.  No  score  charges  on  percentage  pic- 
tures, except  those  already  in  franchise 
agreements. 

5.  Not  necessary  for  exhibitors  to  run 
percentage  pictures  on  preferred  playing 
time. 

6.  M-G-M  will  have  not  less  than  44  nor 
more  than  52  pictures  for  1939-40. 

7.  a.  While  M-G-M  may  have  as  many 
as  six  top  productions,  only  four  will  be 
in  the  top  bracket. 

b.  The  next  bracket  will  be  upped  from 
eight  (in  1938-39)  to  ten. 

c.  The  next  bracket  wiU  be  upped  from 
eight  (in  1938-39)  to  ten. 

Tlie  b.  and  c.  groups  will  not  be  rigid 
but  will  follow  M-G-M’s  policy  of  flexi- 
bility in  determination. 

d.  The  next  bracket  will  be  cut  from 


His  Anniversary,  Too — 

Out  of  the  archives  comes  this  shot 
of  William  F.  Rodgers,  holding  his 
first  M-G-M  convention  as  general 
sales  manager  in  1936  at  the  Palmer 
House,  Chicago,  inhere  the  1939  vow- 
wow  was  likewise  held.  The  flower 
horseshoe  behind  him  speaks  for  itself. 
At  the  left  is  Al  Liehtman,  asssistant 
to  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  company 
president.  Close  scrutiny  of  the  three 
stars  listed  above  Rodgers  reveals  they 
are  today  among  the  company’s  top 
rankers. 


16  (in  1938-39)  to  12.  Exhibitors  may  have 
to  be  asked  for  a rider  on  the  1939-40 
contract  if  these  pictures,  designated  as 


Expects  Definite  Revenue 
Hike  for  the  Balanced 
Group  of  12  Films 

the  balanced  group,  are  bigger  than  ex- 
pected. 

Metro  must  have  a definite  increase  in 
revenue  from  the  balanced  group  of  pic- 
tures. Many  of  these  pictures,  said  Rndg- 
ers,  are  more  costly  than  other  company’s 
“A”  pictures,  and  will  even  get  “A”  bill- 
ing. They  are  “border-line”  pictures,  must 
all  be  flexible  in  consideration,  and  must 
be  so  handled. 

8.  Whatever  trade  practice  principles 
are  finally  agreed  upon,  they  will  be 
retroactive  to  the  1939-40  contracts,  but 
not  on  franchises  already  executed. 

9.  The  percentage  scale  on  M-G-M  pic- 
tures will  be  from  25  to  40  or  50  per  cent. 

10.  M-G-M  does  not  insist  or  ask  for 
preferred  playing  time,  but  does  feel  that 
if  the  exhibitor  wants  big  pictures  on  less 
desirable  days  that  M-G-M  has  the  right 
to  ask  the  guarantee  believed  justifiable 
on  those  pictures. 

Rodgers  told  the  assembled  delegates 
the  company  will  make  only  large-scale 
productions  and  that  the  policy  necessi- 
tates another  increase  in  production  bud- 
gets for  the  52  planned  next  season.  In 
this  connection,  he  declared  M-G-M  had 
11,000  customers  on  its  books. 

The  lineup,  which  listed  36  attractions 
by  title  and,  in  most  cases,  by  star  desig- 
nations, was  followed  by  a second  list  of 
19  properties  which  the  company  con- 
templates making  for  1939-40.  The  “Judge 
Hardy  Family”  and  the  “Dr.  Kildare” 
(Continued  on  page  38) 
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K4T  UST  YEW 


Its  First  Convention  as  M-G-M:  Back  in  '24  in  New  York — 

After  its  consolidation  with  Goldwyn  converted  Metro  into  M-G-M,  the  company  held  its  initial  sales  meeting  under  its 
three  initials  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  New  York.  It  marked  Nicholas  M.  Schenck’s  first  and  only  appearance  at  any 
of  the  company’s  sales  meetings.  After  being  introduced  to  the  conventioneers,  Schenck  spoke  and  merely  remarked  the 
work  the  force  had  done  the  preceding  season  told  its  own  story.  Beyond  that,  he  said  nothing.  But  Schenck’s  big  kick 
out  of  the  meeting  came  when  the  sales  force  was  invited  to  the  dais  to  shake  hands.  As  each  hand  grasped  Schenck’s,  its 
owner  found  pressed  into  it  a new  $100  bill.  A few  stenographers  present  also  drew  the  bank  note.  This  convention  was 
attended  by  district  and  branch  managers  only,  in  addition  to  the  home  office  executive.  The  late  Marcus  Loew  was 
on  the  dais  with  Schenck. 
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Legislation  "Saps" 
Trade's  Vitalitg 

Chicago  — “Legislation  aimed  at  the 
motion  picture  industry  is  slowly  but  sure- 
ly sapping  the  vitality  of  the  film  busi- 
ness,” Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  of  New  York 
president,  told  the  Metro  convention  here. 
“Some  common  ground  must  be  found  to 
correct  this,”  he  asserted. 

Brandt  spoke  at  length  on  his  preference 
for  arbitration  over  legislation,  contended 
that  the  industry  has  too  much  at  stake 
“to  have  politicians  running  the  business,” 
and  warned  that  the  trade  must  keep  its 
own  house  in  order. 

Evolution  of  a new  national  exhibitor 
organization  from  the  current  trade  prac- 
tice discussions  that  will  embrace  all  types 
of  exhibitors  was  predicted  by  Brandt, 
who  said  “there  will  be  no  trouble,  for 
with  arbitration  everything  will  run  se- 
renely.” 

Raps  “Divorce”  Bills 

Attacking  legislation  designed  to  divorce 
exhibition  from  distribution  and  produc- 
tion, Brandt  said:  “It  will  put  exhibition 
at  a new  low  level.  I’d  be  a fool  to  want 
divorcement,  and  to  think  that  Loew’s, 
Warner  and  RKO  theatres  would  give  up 
their  first  runs.  Besides,  I’d  rather  deal 
with  circuits  than  with  independent  oppo- 
sition theatres. 

Of  the  Neelly  bill,  he  said:  “I  don’t 
want  to  buy  pictures  singly,  even  though 
I am  against  blind  buying. 

Brandt  proffered  praise  to  M-G-M  “for 
its  friendliness  and  fair-play.”  “Bill  Rodg- 
ers,” he  said,  “has  come  along  to  take 
Sid  Kent’s  place  in  charge  of  trade  prac- 
tice conferences  with  a sense  of  fair-play 
unequalled  anywhere  before.  For  a while 
we  were  lost,  but  God  has  always  been 
good  to  our  business,  and  another  name 
came  forward  when  Kent  had  to  give  up 
industry  relations  for  his  business — that 
of  ‘Fair-Play’  Rodgers.” 

Dipping  behind  the  scenes  on  the  film- 
radio  struggle,  Brandt  revealed  that  18 
months  ago,  a committee  of  12  exhibitors, 
of  which  he  was  a part,  had  a “vitriolic 
campaign  against  film  stars  on  the  radio 
that  made  the  ‘Poison  at  the  Boxoffice 
blast  (the  one  Brandt  inserted  in  a Hol- 
lywood trade  paper)  like  a two-cent  piece.” 

Huddled  With  Schenck 

Before  releasing  it,  though,  he  sat  down 
with  M-G-M’s  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  who 
commented  that  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try must  help  itself,  that  he  was  against 
film  stars  appearing  on  the  radio,  and 
that  only  time  was  needed  to  correct  the 
ma.tter. 

Using  this  as  a basis  for  his  insistence 
that  arbitration  is  needed  in  the  indus- 
try, Brandt  pointed  out  that  by  biding 
their  time,  the  committee  of  12  has  now 
seen  M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Fox  make 
definite  moves  toward  removing  its  stars 
from  the  air. 

However,  he  added  that  the  committee 
would  not  stop  functioning  and  would  con- 
tinue to  invite  the  aid  and  advice  of 
Schenck  on  what  to  do  with  the  other 
companies  who  do  not  act  against  film 
stars  appearing  on  ether  programs. 


New  Metro  Dual 
Procedure 

Chicago — In  double  feature  situa- 
tions, Metro  next  season  plans  to  try 
combinations  of  M-G-M  features,  split- 
ting the  percentages.  This  is  expected 
to  simplify  the  booking  problem  for  the 
exhibitor  and  the  company.  Metro 
prefers  to  have  two  of  its  own  features 
on  one  program  instead  of  playing 
with  another  company's  film,  W.  F. 
Rodgers,  general  sales  manager,  told 
the  convention  here. 

"Reasonable  Price 
Schedules  Vital" 

Chicago — Admitting  that  he  was  con- 
fused over  the  supreme  court  decision  in 
the  Interstate  case,  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  president  put  the  point  of  effect 
in  the  form  of  a question  to  the  Metro 
convention.  “Will  it,”  he  asked,  “tend  to 
reduce  the  admission  price  schedule  and 
tinker  with  clearance?”  He  answered  it 
himself  with  the  assertion  that  “I  cannot 
see  how  this  industry  can  prosper  without 
maintaining  reasonable  admission  price 
schedules  and  clearance.  The  profitable 
production  of  good  pictures  depends  on 
that.” 

Kuykendall  reiterated  his  oft-repeated 
opinion  that  “trade  parleys”  have  not 
progressed  as  rapidly  as  they  should  have, 
this  despite  “many  issues  involved  over 
which  we  (distributors  and  exhibitors)  are 
in  almost  complete  accord.” 

Saw  Litigation  Coming 

MPTOA  “saw  long  ago  the  coming  of 
numerous  law  suits,  regulation  by  legisla- 
tion and  the  building  up  of  outside  inter- 
ference in  our  business,”  Kuykendall  de- 
clared. “We  insisted  that  the  house  of  the 
motion  picture  be  put  in  order  by  our- 
selves, for  ourselves,  that  we  must  use 
the  brains  within  the  industry  to  amicably 
work  out  our  complex  problems.  All  of 
this  was  held  back  because  certain  in- 
terests in  distribution  refused  to  discuss 
these  problems  with  us. 

The  MPTOA  head  expressed  the  opin- 
ion the  xmfair  trade  practices  that  have 
been  imposed  upon  “so-called  small  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,”  who  have  been 
“kicked  about  from  piUar  to  post,”  are 
“going  to  be  corrected  now.” 

But,  he  insisted,  “this  business  or  any 
other  business  will  make  no  progress  with 
the  help  of  legislation  designed  to  control 
the  mechanics  of  it.  It  just  cannot  be 
done  that  way.  The  investment  of  the 
so-called  small  exhibitor  must  be  pro- 
tected for  the  very  selfish  reason  that  it 
will  be  good  for  the  industry  as  a whole, 
and  particularly  will  it  be  good  for  you 
gentlemen  representing  distribution.  May- 
be those  who  have  invited  outside  inter- 
ference in  this  business  are  sincere,  but  it 
never  made  sense  to  me.” 

Responsibility  for  correcting  the  indus- 
try’s mistakes  lies  with  the  distributors, 
he  held. 


Urges  Distributors 
Regain  Clearance 

Chicago — Regulation  of  clearance  in  the 
interest  of  the  distributor  and  not  by  the 
dictates  of  major  circuits  with  the  su- 
preme court  decision  in  the  Dallas  case  as 
a springboard  was  urged  by  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  Allied  president,  in  his  talk  before 
M-G-M  delegates  in  convention  here. 

Taking  indirect  recognition  of  remarks 
about  Allied’s  legislative  program  by 
ITOA’s  Harry  Brandt  and  MPTOA’s  Ed 
Kuykendall,  Cole  prefaced  his  talk  with: 
“I  promised  Rodgers  I would  not  engage 
in  personalities  in  my  address,  as  I think 
good  taste  demands  that.” 

“When  the  present  outrageous  schedules 
imposed  by  the  circuits  in  some  territories 
are  moderated,  I am  confident  theatre 
attendance  will  increase  and  distributors 
will  not  suffer,  but  on  the  contrary  will 
prosper  as  a result  thereof,”  he  said. 

Says  Chains  Dominate 

He  went  on  to  add  that  “in  virtually 
every  territory  the  dominant  circuit  de- 
cides for  itself  what  protection  it  wants 
and  its  terms  are  written  into  the  contrac  s 
of  the  independent  subsequent  runs,  how- 
ever distasteful,  however  ruinous,  it  may 
be. 

“Protection  imposed  under  those  condi- 
tions has  no  relation  to  the  protection  of 
the  copyrights  owned  by  the  distributor. 
It  ignores  the  rights  the  distributor  has  in 
its  copyrighted  properties.  The  only  pur- 
pose of  such  protection  is  to  regulate  com- 
petition between  exhibitors  in  the  interest 
of  the  circuits  and  to  give  the  circuits  a 
monopoly  in  their  respective  territories. 
The  distributors  now  have  it  in  their  power 
to  re-assert  their  own  rights,  to  regain 
control  over  their  own  products  which  they 
had  lost,  and  to  regulate  clearance  solely 
in  their  own  interest  as  distributors.  If 
they  grasp  this  opportunity  great  progress 
will  have  been  made.  If  instead  of  taking 
matters  into  their  own  hands,  they  allow 
their  theatre  departments  and  large  cus- 
tomers to  devise  means  for  perpetuating 
the  old  order,  not  only  are  they  headed  for 
serious  trouble,  but  they  will  be  guilty  of 
fumbling  the  greatest  opportunity  to  put 
the  industry  on  a sound  basis  that  they 
have  ever  had.” 

“Upon  Evil  Days” 

Concluding,  he  said:  “A  monopolized  in- 
dustry is  never  a healthy  one,  and  it  knows 
no  peace.  The  motion  picture  industry 
has  weathered  the  depression,  but  now  it 
has  come  upon  evil  days.  It  must  not  only 
repent  and  mend  its  ways,  but  it  also  must 
do  a certain  amount  of  penance.  Read- 
justments must  be  made,  new  policies  must 
be  adopted,  new  trade  practices  must  be 
put  into  effect  and  all  these  must  be  en- 
during, not  transitory.  If  the  lesson  has 
been  learned,  if  there  is  a sincere  desire 
to  accommodate  the  industry  to  the  new 
order,  all  will  be  will.  If  there  is  a 
grudging  acceptance  of  the  situation,  if 
the  dogs  of  reaction  continue  to  snap  at 
the  heels  of  progress,  then  the  industry 
and  all  connected  with  it  are  in  for  a long 
siege  of  uncertainty  and  demoralization.” 
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Emphasis  on  Starring  Lineup; 
Top  Place  to  Nazi  Rap  Film 


(Continued  from  page  36) 
series  are  to  be  continued,  but  no  specific 
mention  was  made  of  the  number  planned 
for  each  group. 

M-G-M,  as  in  years  past,  will  lay  heavy 
emphasis  on  its  starring  battery.  Lew 
Ayres  is  to  get  full  billing  in  the  “Dr. 
Kildare”  series.  Mickey  Rooney  is  moved 
into  top  rank,  not  only  for  the  “Judge 
Hardy  Family”  group,  but  for  chief  role 
in  “A  Yank  at  Eton”  and  "Babes  in  Ai-ms.” 
Ina  Claire  is  to  be  starred  in  one.  Other 
elevations  include  Miliza  Korjus,  Hedy 
Lamarr,  Ilona  Massey,  Eleanor  Powell  and 
James  Stewart.  This,  the  company  states, 
swells  its  fii’st  rank  contingent  to  a total 
of  24  while  an  additional  62  featured  play- 
ers, 24  directors  and  83  writers  are  under 
contract. 

Indicating  how  it  regards  the  proposed 
film  is  the  perhaps  significant  fact  that 
“It  Can’t  Happen  Here”  by  Sinclair  Lewis 
gets  first  mention  in  the  company’s  out- 
line of  its  new  lineup.  Next  to  be  men- 
tioned is  “The  Wizard  of  Oz”  which,  states 
Metro,  “is  anticipated  by  the  industry  as 
the  novelty  successor  to  'Snow  White.’  ” 
Third  is  “Northwest  Passage”  with  Wallace 
Beery,  Robert  Taylor  and  Spencer  Tracy 
as  co-stars.  Fourth  comes  “Quo  ’Vadis?” 
originally  made  in  the  spectacle  manner  in 
Italy.  Of  this  one,  Metro  states  it  will 
be  made  on  the  scale  of  “Ben  Hur.”  David 
O.  Selznick  advises  the  company  “Gone 
With  the  Wind”  will  be  ready  in  October. 
As  reported,  it  will  be  sent  out  as  a road- 
show and  may  not  reach  regular  ones  for 
a year  thereafter. 

The  lineup  as  far  as  Rodgers  divulged 
it  to  the  sales  force  follows: 

“It  Can’t  Happen  Here,”  by  Sinclair 
Lewis. 

“The  Wizard  of  Oz,”  from  the  book  by 
L.  Frank  Baum  with  Frank  Morgan,  Judy 
Garland,  Ray  Bolger  and  Jack  Haley.  Vic- 
tor Fleming  directed  in  Technicolor. 

“Northwest  Passage”  from  the  novel  by 
Kenneth  Roberts,  starring  Wallace  Beery, 
Spencer  Tracy  and  Robert  Taylor. 

“Quo  Vadis?”  by  Henry  Sienkiewicz. 

“Gone  With  the  Wind,”  by  Margaret 
Mitchell.  Now  in  production  by  Selznick 
International.  Stars  Clark  Gable.  Vivien 
Leigh  plays  Scarlett  O’Hara  and  Victor 
Fleming  is  directing. 

“The  Women,”  from  the  Broadway  play 
by  Clare  Boothe,  starring  Norma  Shearer 
and  directed  by  George  Cukor.  The  com- 
pany says  it  •will  follow  its  original  in  that 
it  will  have  an  all-woman  cast,  described  as 
all-star. 

“Guns  and  Fiddles,”  from  the  story 
“Czardas”  by  Walter  Reisch  and  Samuel 
Hoffenstein,  starring  Robert  Taylor,  Hedy 
Lamarr  and  Miliza  Korjus. 

“Return  of  the  Tlrin  Man”  by  Dashiell 
Hammett,  starring  William  Powell  and 
Myrna  Loy  and  directed  by  William  S.  Van 
Dyke  H. 

“Lover  Come  Back  to  Me,”  from  the 
Sigmund  Romberg  operetta,  co-starring 
Jeanette  MacDonald  and  Nelson  Eddy. 

“Ninotchka,”  by  Melchior  Lengyel,  star- 


ring Greta  Garbo  and  directed  by  Ernst 
Lubitsch. 

“Broadway  Melody  of  1940”  by  Jack  Mc- 
Gowan with  Eleanor  Powell  and  an  all- 
star  cast. 

“Not  Too  Narrow,  Not  Too  Deep,”  from 
the  novel  by  Richard  Sale,  starring  Joan 
Crawford  and  Spencer  Ti'acy. 

“The  Ziegfeld  Follies”  which  M-G-M 
says  “will  be  produced  on  a scale  com- 
parable to  ‘The  Great  Ziegfeld.’  ” 

“After  Dark,”  from  the  book  and  Sat- 
urday Evening  Post  story  by  Graeme  Lori- 
mer  and  Sarah  H.  Lorimer,  starring  Ina 
Claire. 

“The  Great  Canadian,”  an  original  by 
Robert  Hopkins  and  Vicki  Baum,  co-star- 
ring  Clark  Gable  and  Myrna  Loy. 

“A  Day  at  the  Circus,”  starring  the  Marx 
Brothers. 

“Lady  of  the  Ti’opics,”  starring  Robert 
Taylor  and  Hedy  Lamarr. 

“House  of  Glass,”  by  Max  Marcin,  star- 
ring Joan  Crawford. 

“Yank  at  Eton,”  by  George  Oppenheimer 
and  Thomas  Phipps,  starring  Mickey  Roo- 
ney. 

“'Tliomas  Edison,”  based  on  a story  by 
Dore  Schary  and  Hugo  Butler,  starring 
Spencer  Ti-acy. 

“Madame  Curie,”  by  Eve  Curie,  starring 
Greta  Garbo. 

“Beau  Brummel,”  by  Clyde  Pitch,  star- 
ring Robert  Donat  and  to  be  made  in  Eng- 
land. 

“Sea  of  Grass,”  from  the  novel  by  Con- 
rad Richter,  starring  Spencer  Tracy. 

“Balalaika,”  from  the  play  with  music 
by  Eric  Maschwitz,  starring  Nelson  Eddy 
and  Ilona  Massey  to  be  directed  by  Rein- 
hold Schunzel. 

“I  Love  You  Again,”  by  Octavus  Roy 
Cohen,  starring  William  Powell  and  Myrna 
Loy. 

“Hands  Across  the  Border,”  from  the 
story  by  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker, 
starring  Robert  Taylor. 

“A  Lady  Comes  to  Town,”  by  Clements 
Ripley,  starring  Joan  Crawford. 

“Dancing  Co-eds,”  by  Arthur  Treynor, 
starring  Eleanor  Powell. 

“Wings  on  His  Back.”  by  Myles  Con- 
nelly, starring  James  Stewart. 

“Journey’s  End,”  from  the  play  by  R.  C. 
Sherriff,  starring  Robert  Donat  and  to  be 
made  in  England. 

“Ziegfeld  Girl,”  by  William  Anthony  Mc- 
Guire with  an  all-star  cast. 

“Go  West,”  by  Bert  Kalmar  and  Harry 
Ruby,  starring  the  Marx  Brothers. 

“On  Borrowed  Time,”  from  the  play  by 
Lawrence  Edward  Watkins  with  a cast 
thus  far  including  Frank  Morgan  and  Sir 
Cedric  Hardwicke. 

“Babes  in  Arms,”  by  Richard  Rodgers 
and  Lorenz  Hart,  starring  Mickey  Rooney, 
Judy  Garland,  June  Preisser,  Douglas  Mc- 
Phail.  Busby  Berkeley  will  direct. 

“Thunder  Afloat,”  by  Ralph  Wheel- 
wright, long  a member  of  the  M-G-M 
studio  publicity  department,  and  Com- 
mander Harvey  Haslip,  starring  Wallace 
Beery. 

“Witch  in  the  Wilderness,”  from  the 


Metro  Cuts  Shorts 
Schedule  19  Reels 

Chicago — With  85  reels  scheduled  for 
next  season,  M-G-M  is  reducing  its  short 
subjects  by  19  reels,  as  compared  with  the 
current  season.  Tire  two-reel  musicals, 
of  which  there  are  six  for  this  season,  are 
being  dropped.  The  cartoon  series  is  be- 
ing increased  from  15  to  18. 

The  only  two-reelers  on  the  new  pro- 
gram are  six  Crime  Doesn’t  Pay.  The  Pete 
Smith  Specialties  and  James  FitzPatrick 
'Traveltalks  continue  as  is,  the  former  at 
13  and  the  latter  at  12.  The  new  Robert 
Benchley  subjects  are  being  cut  from  eight 
to  four,  the  Passing  Parade  from  ten  to 
eight,  Our  Gang  Comedies  from  12  to  eight. 
Miniatures  from  ten  to  nine.  Another 
Metroscopix  is  scheduled  for  1939-40. 

“News  of  the  Day”  continues  without 
change  at  two  issues  a week. 

The  new  short  subject  lineup  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Two-Reelers 


Crime  Doesn’t  Pay  6 

One-Reelers 

M-G-M  Miniatures  9 

Pete  Smiths  13 

Passing  Parade  8 

Our  Gang  Comedies 8 

Robert  Benchleys  4 

Cartoons  18 

FitzPatrick  Travel  Talks  12 

Metroscopix  l 


novel  by  Desmond  Oldridge.  King  Vidor 
will  direct. 

“The  Judge  Hardy”  and  “Dr.  Kildare” 
series  continue.  No  number  in  each  is 
listed. 

Other  pictures  which  the  company  con- 
templates for  1939-40  include: 

“Susan  and  God,”  from  the  play  by 
Rachel  Crothers. 

“The  Lady  and  the  Waiter,”  by  Dorothy 
Milhau. 

“War  Eagles,”  an  original  by  James  A. 
Creelman  and  Harold  Lamb. 

“Twenty  Thousand  Leagues  Under  the 
Sea,”  by  Jules  Verne. 

“The  Yearling,”  from  the  novel  by  Mar- 
jorie Kinnan  Rawlings. 

“Wings  Over  the  Desert,”  by  Harold 
Buckley. 

“Kim”  and  “Soldiers  Three,”  by  Rud- 
yard  Kipling. 

“Spur  of  Pride,”  from  the  novel  by  Per- 
cival  Wren. 

“I  Had  a Comrade,”  by  Viscount  Cos- 
tleross. 

“May  Flavin,”  from  the  novel  by  Myron 
Brinig. 

“Florian,”  from  the  novel  by  Felix  Sal- 
ten.  Winfield  Sheehan  joined  M-G-M  to 
make  this. 

“Alaska,”  based  on  “Seward’s  Folly,”  by 
Edison  Marshall. 

“These  Glamour  Girls,”  by  Jane  Hall  and 
Marion  Parsonnet. 

“Escape  to  Prison,”  from  the  novel  by 
Walter  E.  Bui’ns. 

“Nickel  Show,”  by  Vera  Caspary. 

“Ruined  City,”  by  Nevil  Shute,  based  on 
the  novel,  “Kindling.” 

“The  Rosary,”  by  Edward  E.  Rose. 

“Great  Laughter,”  from  the  novel  by 
Fannie  Hurst. 
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duced.  Magazines  and  newspapers  the 
country  over  are  going  to  call  it  the  “Picture 
of  the  Year.”  Critics  will  drum  their  desks 
trying  to  beat  out  new  adjectives  of  super- 
delight. Theatre  operators  will  call  each 
other  up  and  cry  with  envy  or  chirp  with  joy 
(depending  whether  they  have  it  coming  or 
not).  People  will  talk  about  It— especially 
women,  wbo  will  double-talk,  In  their 
enthusiasm,  it  will  definitely  be  held  over 
indefinitely— and  give  you  the  most  pro- 
longed date  with  profit  you  have  ever  had! 


I 


The  New  Universal  Presents 
Deanna 


Helen 


Charles 


Robert 


Original  Screenplay  by  Bruce  Manning 
and  Felix  Jackson 

PRODUCED  BY  JOE  PASTERNAK 
A HENRY  KOSTER  PRODUCTION 
Directed  by  Henry  Koster 


W illtam 


PICTURE! 


PERS  ON-TO>PERSON 


Pre-releake 

MARCH/24 

Regular  Releai 
APR/L  7 


She  sings  your  favorites  ! 


It’s  SPECIAL 
ACADEMY  AWARD 

Deanna  now  I 


Joe  Pasternak  Henry  Koster 


Made  by  Koster,  who  refuses  to  let  a screen- 
second  slip  by  without  twisting  unique  entertain- 
ment from  it . . . and  Pasternak,  whose  sense  of 
what  does,  and  what  doesn’t  deserve  presenta- 
tion, contributes  a note  of  genius  rare  in  screendom 


ROM  UNIVERSAL 


Printeil  in  U.  S.  A. 


Easement  of  Conspiracy  Suit 
Studied  Under  New  Formula 


(Continued  from  page  20) 

entitled  to  see  what  goes  on  and 
judge  for  themselves.  That  they  are 
denied  this  right  which  scientific 
ingenuity  has  made  available  to 
them  is  nothing  short  of  a crime. 
Free  pictures  are  as  important  as 
free  speech  or  a free  press." 

And  echoed  here. 

Now  Ifs  Four 

Conveying  an  idea  once  more 
that  the  picture  business  never  has 
known  a limit  is  the  lineup  in  one 
show  at  the  Rosewood,  Chicago, 
which  played; 

1.  — "Love,  Honor  and  Behave." 

2.  — “Something  to  Sing  About." 

3.  — ^"Jcdlbreak." 

4.  — "Killers  of  the  Sea." 

But  no  Bingo. 

Cycle 

First  "Drums."  Now  "Gunga  Din." 
To  come:  "Four  Feathers"  and  "Beau 
Geste." 

In  other  words,  it  looks  like  an- 
other full-blown  cycle. 

Extensive  Ad  Plan 
Outlined  by  Dietz 

Chicago— Over  $2,500,000  will  be  spent 
by  Metro  in  advertising  in  every  sizeable 
city  in  the  United  States  whether  the  ac- 
counts in  it  are  affiliated  or  not,  Howard 
Dietz,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity, 
told  the  convention.  He  described  it  as  the 
largest  appropriation  in  Metro’s  history  and 
explained  newspapers  are  to  reecive  greater 
emphasis  than  this  season  when  over 
$1,000,000  was  spent  in  them.  The  cam- 
paign, he  added,  will  also  embrace  maga- 
zines, direct-by-mail  literature,  billboards 
and  trade  papers.  He  is  planning  distribu- 
tion of  30,000,000  copies  of  a special  pub- 
lication, “The  Screen  Forecast,”  to  the 
public  through  theatres. 

“The  day  of  wildcat  publicity  ballyhoo 
is  over  and  nothing  designed  to  cheapen 
motion  pictures  or  to  vulgarize  aspects 
of  American  life  should  be  encouraged,” 
said  Dietz.  “Selling  entertainment  is  a 
matter  of  providing  a good  information 
service  to  satisfy  the  already  existing  ap- 
petite for  motion  picture  news.  We  used 
to  put  lions  in  hotels  and  have  human 
spiders  climb  skyscrapers,  but  those  stunts 
passed  out  when  the  movies  emerged  from 
the  mere  novelty  stage,  felt  their  oats, 
until  now  they  are  adult  and  worthy  of 
serious  discussion  in  all  critical  circles. 
This  doesn’t  mean  there  is  no  room  for 
amusing  innovation  or  imaginative  pub- 


( Continued  from  page  4) 

practice  fomulation  has  been  the  great 
speculation  over  the  manner  in  which  the 
department  will  view  it  and  that,  even  if 
once  approved,  there  is  now  no  assurance 
the  government  will  not  turn  about  and 
sue  over  a document  which  it  has  prev- 
iously sanctioned. 

Regardless  of  government  attitude,  it 
is  now  quite  definite  distributors  will  go 
through  with  the  concessions  they  are 
making  to  exhibitors.  As  pointed  out 
previously  in  Boxoffice,  this  is  the  intent 
whether  Allied  finally  approves  or  not. 
However,  it  is  pointed  out  that  even  more 
progress  conceivably  might  be  made  if 
there  were  some  manner  by  which  could 
come  assurance  that  the  department  of 
justice,  in  sanctioning  such  a pact,  would 
continue  its  blessing  by  not  thereafter  at- 
tacking it. 

Should  such  an  eventuality  develop,  un- 
der the  apparent  desire  to  work  more  co- 
operatively with  business  generally,  it  is 
held  not  too  remote  an  idea  that  abuses 
corrected  in  the  trade  practice  pact  might 
cut  down  the  charges  made  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s suit,  thereby  reducing  the  al- 
legations and,  with  such  reduction,  ex- 
pedite the  legal  procedure  by  which  the 
remainder  are  determined. 

Prominent  in  Suit 

There  is  significance  in  the  fact  that 
the  small  committee  of  majors’  lawyers 
who  have  been  conferring  with  Abram  F. 
Myers,  Allied’s  general  counsel,  on  re- 
phrasing of  the  draft  is  composed  of  men 
who  have  played  prominent,  but  back- 
ground, parts  in  the  industry’s  most  im- 
portant anti-trust  suit,  barring  the  cur- 
rent action.  This  was  the  St.  Louis  case 
of  1936  in  which  a number  of  important 
industry  executives  faced  criminal  indict- 
ment. 

While  Robert  W.  Perkins,  Warner  at- 
torney, nowhere  appeared  in  the  presen- 
tation of  the  case,  he  played  an  extremely 
significant  role  in  his  company’s  defense 
which  was  argued  in  court  by  former  Sen- 
ator James  A.  Reed.  Perkins  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  conferring  with 
Myers. 

Austin  C.  Keough,  chief  counsel  for 
Paramount,  assumed  a part  in  the  former 
litigation  that  was  a parallel  of  Perkins’. 
He,  too,  is  member  of  the  committee  con- 
ferring with  Myers. 

William  J.  Donovan  of  Donovan,  Leisure, 
Newton  and  Lumbard  is  the  third  com- 
mittee member.  While  he  did  not  figure 
directly  in  RKO’s  defense  at  St.  Louis,  he, 
nevertheless,  was  a behind-the-scenes  fac- 
tor with  George  S.  Leisure,  his  partner, 
on  the  firing  line.  In  the  various  moves 
pertaining  to  the  government’s  anti-trust 
action,  Donovan  has  been  figuring  largely. 


licity.  A stunt  like  the  Marie  Antoinette 
Museum  Exhibit  at  the  Astor  Theatre  prior 
to  the  opening,  or  the  tenor  of  the  cam- 
paign on  ‘Pygmalion’  express  positively 
what  I mean.” 


As  a matter  of  fact,  he  is  consulting  con- 
stantly with  Paul  Williams,  government 
attorney  who  will  wage  the  prosecution. 
There  was  the  time,  too,  when  the  defend- 
ant companies  delayed  their  conference 
with  Thurman  W.  Arnold  on  a formula 
governing  theatre  acquisition  during  the 
pendency  of  the  government  case  imtil 
Donovan  returned  from  Europe.  Dono- 
van, it  will  be  remembered,  was  at  one 
time  in  government  service  himself. 

While  earlier  indications  pointed  to  the 
filing  of  the  government’s  bill  of  particu- 
lars in  about  two  weeks,  it  is  understood 
now  60  days  may  elapse  before  the  depart- 
ment of  justice  is  completely  ready.  Such 
an  indication  is  understood  to  have  been 
given  already  to  counsel  for  UA.  In  the 
meantime,  attorneys  tied  into  the  suit  gen- 
erally feel  they  have  scored  a distinct  vic- 
tory over  the  government  in  Federal  Judge 
William  O.  Bondy’s  recent  ruling  which 
compels  the  justice  department  to  spec- 
ifically outline  “transgressions”  commit- 
ted and  to  limit  its  presentations  to  al- 
legations to  be  cited. 

On  UA  Angle  Only 

This  bears  on  the  UA  angle  only  which 
that  company  is  pressing.  In  the  instance 
of  the  other  defendants,  there  is  no  indi- 
cation of  when  the  government  will  sup- 
ply its  bill  of  particulars,  thereby  giving 
the  justice  department  imlimited  time  in 
wliich  to  gather  further  evidence  for  in- 
clusion in  its  bills,  if  and  when  submitted 
to  the  court.  This,  of  course,  is  entirely 
acceptable  to  defense  lawyers  who  are 
also  gathering  material  to  further  their 
own  case.  In  all  instances,  however,  the 
defendant  companies  must  fUe  their  an- 
swers 20  days  after  the  government  files 
its  bUls. 

Strict  secrecy  prevails  over  the  develop- 
ments at  conferences  between  Myers  and 
the  distributors’  committee.  Additional 
changes  in  trade  practice  phraseology 
have  been  suggested,  but  it  is  understood 
these  are  not  designed  to  alter  the  intent 
of  the  oi'iginal  proposals.  At  least,  this 
is  the  attitude  of  the  distributors. 

Myers,  as  a matter  of  fact,  is  reported 
to  have  expressed  surprise  over  the  ap- 
parent lack  of  desire  on  the  part  of  dis- 
tributors to  go  further  than  they  already 
have.  This,  however,  merely  ties  in  with 
their  conviction  that  the  proposals  repre- 
sent all  the  companies  can  reasonably 
offer.  In  a word,  they  have  reached  their 
maximum  beyond  which  they  do  not  pro- 
pose going. 

They  are  prepared  to  make  the  pact 
effective  as  soon  as  they  conclude  deliber- 
ations with  Myers  and  send  the  finalized 
form  to  various  exhibitor  organizations 
which  participated  in  the  negotiations. 
Several  independent  associations  long  since 
have  indicated  their  acceptance  on  the 
basis  of  earlier  drafts  regardless  of  final 
language  so  long  as  the  intent  is  not  al- 
tered. 

Their  theory  is  they  are  getting  “some- 
thing for  nothing  and  something  they 
never  had  before.” 
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An  extraordinarily  fine 
priceless  touches  of  humor 
Va  glowing  and  memorable 


CURRENT  ATTRACTION 
RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 
AND  OTHER  FIRST  RUNS 


. mag'® 


"May  well  prove  to  be  the  most 

popular  screen  love  story  of  the  year 
. . . Most  absorbing  and  delightful  en- 
tertainment of  its  kind  ...  a grand 
entertainment  which  no  one  can  af- 
ford to  miss.'" 

— William  Boehnel,  N.  Y.  World'Telegram 

i 

EVERYWHERE! I 


Mils  year's  X 

*fcey  cannot  miss  i ^ 
picture  of  su^  *■  ® 

'■*'*  a ioy  t^t 

poignant,  sentimJSt/ti, ' ' *' 

^®®ey-^«;ny5utnottr“r* 


e VOtt’A  '‘® 

,OCSS«‘_®  creeV-^""’^ 


"A  picture  of . . . splendid  quail- 

ties... rich  in  emotion  and  enjoyment 
. . . Anyone  who  approves  of  love  will 
I enjoy  Tove  Affair’.'' 

—Archer  Winsten,  N,  Y.  Post 


arming  romantic  comedy 
latter  of  adroit  treatment,  deftly 
ined  moods  and  amusing  conver- 

, « _N.  Y.  Journal  and  American 


I 


"Irene  Dunne  and  Charles  Boyer 

act  ^Love  Affair’  charmingly  . . . wide 
audiences  will  respond." 

— Bland  Johaneson,  N.  Y.  Daily  Mirror 


OAve^AURilp  ^OW/u 


R K O 
RA\DIO 
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''Confessions  of  a Burbank  Spy^' 


Test  Runs  Will  Set 
WB  Percentages 

New  York — Test  runs  to  determine  per- 
centage allocations  will  toe  used  toy  Warner 
next  season,  Boxoffice  learns.  If  this 
plan  is  pursued  right  down  the  line,  it 
will  cover  the  entire  aggregation  of  36  at- 
tractions which  the  company  lists  in  its 
“A”  division. 

As  reported,  eight  are  to  be  sold  at  35 
per  cent,  12  at  30  per  cent  and  16  at  25 
per  cent.  Tliis  blankets  the  36  while  the 
remaining  12  which  the  company  openly 
declares  are  to  fall  into  the  “B”  classifica- 
tion are  to  be  sold  flat. 

Additions  in  the  lineup  since  divulged 
by  Jack  L.  Warner  at  the  sales  conven- 
tion here  place  James  Cagney  and  George 
Raft  as  co-stars  in  “Invisible  Stripes”  and 
“John  Garfield  as  solo  star  in  “For  Benefit 
of  Mankind.”  A breakdown  of  the  product 
reveals  these  are  the  assignments  thus  far 
handed  out: 

Eddie  Albert — Untitled  sequel  to  “Broth- 
er Rat.” 

Jean  Arthur — Vehicle  not  designated. 

Humvhrey  Bogart  — Featured  in  “The 
Old  Maid”  which  will  co-star  Bette  Davis 
and  Miriam  Hopkins;  “And  It  All  Came 
Ti'ue.” 

George  Brent — Co-star  with  Bette  Davis 
in  “All  This  and  Heaven,  Too.” 

Jane  Bryan — Untitled  sequel  to  “Brother 
Rat.” 

James  Cagney — Star  in  “The  Story  of 
John  Paul  Jones”  and  “Tlie  World  Moves 
On,”  co-star  with  George  Raft  in  “In- 
visible Stripes.”  May  co-star  with  Zorina 
in  “On  Your  Toes.” 

Bette  Davis — Co-star  with  George  Brent 
in  “All  This  and  Heaven,  Too;”  with 
Miriam  Hopkins  in  “The  Old  Maid;”  with 
Errol  Flynn  in  “The  Knight  and  the  Lady.” 

Dead  End  Kids — “Tlie  Battle  of  City 
Hall,”  “The  Dead  End  Kids  at  College.” 

Olivia  de  Havilland — Co-star  with  Errol 
Flynn  in  “The  Sea  Hawk.” 

Ei-rol  Flynn — Star  in  “The  Adventures 
of  Don  Juan;”  co-star  with  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land in  “Tlie  Sea  Hawk;”  with  Bette  Davis 
in  “The  Knight  and  the  Lady.” 

Dick  Foran — “Four  Wives.” 

John  Garfield — Star  in  “20.000  Years  in 
Sing  Sing;”  “Dust  Be  My  Destiny,”  “For 
Benefit  of  Mankind.” 

Bonita  Granville — Four  “Nancy  Drews;” 
also  “The  Battle  of  City  Hall.” 

Miriam  Hopkins — Co-star  vuth  Bette 
Davis  in  “The  Old  Maid.” 

Allen  Jenkins — “Tliree  Cheers  for  the 
Irish.” 

Lola  Lane — “Four  Wives.” 

Priscilla  Lane  — Untitled  sequel  to 
“Brother  Rat,”  “Four  Wives.”  Co-fea- 
tured  with  Jeffrey  Lynn  in  “Episode.” 

Rosemary  Lame — “Four  Wives.” 

Jeffrey  Lynn  — “Career  Man,”  “Four 
Wives.”  Co-featured  with  Priscilla  Lane  in 
“Episode.” 

Fred  MacMurray — “Three  Cheers  for  the 
Irish.” 

Frank  McHugh — “Fom’  Wives,”  “Three 


New  York — The  editors  of  the  Warner 
Club  journal  got  themselves  to  wondering 
the  other  day  about  those  production  con- 
ferences at  the  studio — any  studio. 

They  asked  themselves  these  questions: 

“What  do  the  big  shots  talk  about? 
How  do  they  act?  What  is  decided?” 

Out  of  that,  they  developed  what  they 
say  is  for  the  first  time  a blow-by-blow 
description  of  one  of  those  sessions.  For 
the  admitted  lack  of  a better  title,  they 
call  it  “Confessions  of  a Burbank  Spy." 

The  chief  characters  are:  H.  M.  Warner, 
president  of  Warner  Bros.;  Sam  Schneider, 
who  reveals  himself  later;  Gradwell  L. 
Sears,  general  sales  manager  of  the  com- 
pany; Jack  L.  Warner,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production;  Hal  B.  Wallis,  asso- 
ciate production  executive;  S.  Charles  Ein- 
feld,  director  of  advertising  and  publicity, 
and  Mort  Blumenstock,  eastern  advertis- 
ing manager.  The  drama  follows: 

H.  M. — All  right,  fellows,  what  about 
next  year?  What  shall  we  make? 

Schneider — Money ! 

Sears — Well,  let’s  hear  from  J.  L.  first. 
He  makes  ’em;  we  just  sell  ’em! 

J.  L. — ^Well,  to  start  with,  there’s 
“Juarez”!  Boys,  there’s  a picture!  It’s  the 
finest  thing  that’s  ever  been  put  on  cellu- 
loid! Words  can’t  do  it  justice. 

H.  M. — If  it’s  that  good,  let’s  not  release 
it. 

Schneider — How  much  will  it  cost? 

Einfeld — Jack,  tell  the  fellows  about 
your  new  idea;  you  know  the  one! 

J.  L. — Oh,  yes!  After  turning  Cagney 
and  Flynn  into  cowboys  last  year,  I got  a 
brilliant  thought.  We’ll  make  a west- 
ern with  Muni  and  call  it  “Tlie  Microbe 
Kid!” 

Schneider — How  much  will  it  cost? 

Wallis — There  are  just  a couple  of  things 
standing  in  the  way.  We’ll  definitely  make 
it — unconditionally  and  without  question 
— if  we  can  buy  the  title  from  Zanuck,  if 
we  can  get  someone  to  write  a good  script 
and  if  we  can  get  Muni  to  approve  it. 

Sears — If  we  had  some  ham  and  some 
eggs,  we  could  have  ham  and  eggs. 

J.  L. — Then  we’ve  got  a grand  vehicle 
for  Priscilla  Lane  and  Jeffrey  Lynn.  It’s 
called  “No,  My  Darling  Daughter”  and  you 
can  count  on  that  one  without  fail — if  we 
can  get  the  title,  the  right  cast  and  if 
we  can  get  an  O.  K.  from  the  New  York 
censor  board. 

Einfeld — Boy,  will  we  clean  up  on  that 
one!  Hey!  That’s  a joke!  Get  it? 


Cheers  for  the  Irish.” 

Wayne  Morris  — Untitled  sequel 
“Brother  Rat.” 

Paul  Muni — “The  Life  of  Beethoven.” 

Pat  O'Brien — “Tliree  Cheers  for  the 
Irish.” 

Gale  Page — “Four  Wives.” 

George  Raft — Co-star  with  James  Cag- 
ney in  “Invisible  Stripes.” 

Claude  Rains — “Four  Wives.”  Star  in 
“Disraeli.” 

Ronald  Reagan — Four  “Secret  Services;” 
also  “Battle  of  City  Hall.” 


J.  L. — After  that  we’ve  got  Bette  Davis’ 
best  picture.  FeUows,  wait  ’til  you  hear 
this  idea!  Just  imagine  Bette  as  a ridin’, 
shootin’  cowgirl  in  “The  Oklahoma  Kid.” 
Wow! 

Blumenstock — Any  Dead  End  Kids  in  it? 

Schneider — How  much  will  it  cost? 

Sears — Wait  a minute!  Didn’t  we  sell 
“The  Oklahoma  Kid”  last  year. 

Wallis — Yeah,  but  it  was  sold  wrong. 

H.  M. — I wonder  what  Metro  would  gross 
on  that  picture  . . . Maybe  we  shouldn’t 
release  it.  Maybe  we  ought  to  hold  it  back 
awhile. 

Wallis — That  one’s  all  set  if  we  can  get 
the  rights  to  the  title,  if  we  can  get  Clark 
Gable  as  the  male  lead  and  if  Bette  will 
O.  K.  the  script. 

J.  L. — I’m  also  fooling  around  with  the 
idea  of  starring  Ann  Sheridan  in  “The  O. 
U.  Kid.” 

Sears — Sure  you  don’t  mean  “The  I.  O. 
U.  Kid!” 

Blumenstock — What  a publicity  idea! 
What  merchandising! 

Wallis — If  only  it’s  sold  right. 

Schneider — How  much  will  it  cost? 

J.  L. — Remember  the  success  of  “Alca- 
traz,” “Devil’s  Island”  and  “Blackwell’s 
Island?”  Well,  next  year  we’re  going  to 
top  those!  Wait  ’till  you  see  “Dannemora 
Dan,”  “Leavenworth  Looey”  and  “Sing 
Sing  Follies  of  1939!”  All  with  Humphrey 
Bogart,  Gale  Page  and  the  Dead  End  Kids! 

Blumenstock — Oh,  boy! 

Wallis — Then  we’ll  have  Muni  in  three 
great  hits,  Cagney  in  five  colossal  dramas, 
Flynn  in  two,  Davis  . . . 

H.  M. — I wonder  what  Metro  would 
gross  with  those  pictures  . . . 

J.  L. — ^And  we  may  put  one  Dead  End 
Kid  in  each  big  picture — as  a sort  of  a 
trademark. 

Blumenstock — Oh,  boy! 

Wallis — If  only  the  pictures  were  sold 
right. 

Sears — Yeah! 

H.  M. — So  you  see  fellows,  we’ve  got 
some  swell  product  this  year.  Now  go  back 
east  and  tell  them  about  it!  Let’s  have  our 
biggest  year!  What  do  you  think,  Schnei- 
der? 

J.  L. — Hay,  Sam!  Wake  up!  The  meet- 
ing’s over!  Time  to  go  home! 

Schneider — How  much  will  it  cost? 

All — Nothing! 

Schneider — Okay,  let’s  make  it! 

(Exit  all  to  the  tune  of  “Warner  Bros., 
We  Love  You”). 


Edward  G.  Robinson — Star  in  “The  Moon 
to  and  Sixpence,”  “Brother  Orchid,”  “The 
Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich.” 

May  Robson — “Four  Wives.” 

Ann  Sheridan — “20,000  Years  in  Sing 
Sing,”  “The  Battle  of  City  Hall,”  “And  It 
All  Came  True,”  “Three  Cheers  for  the 
Irish,”  “Career  Man.” 

James  Stewart — “And  It  All  Came  True.” 
Frankie  Thomas — “The  Battle  of  City 
Hall,”  also  in  four  “Nancy  Drews.” 

Jane  Wyman — “The  Battle  of  City  Hall.” 
Zorina — Star  in  “On  Your  Toes.” 
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ANOTHER  IMMORTAL  CHARACTER  lOINS 
THE  MOTION  PICTURE  GALLERY  OF  THE 
GREAT! . . . ANOTHER  INSPIRED  DRAMA 
GIVES  A VITAL  UFT  TO  THIS  BUSINESS! 


MOST  THRILLING  STORY! 


AMERICA'S 


KEY^D  TO  THE  RE-aWaHENED  SPIRIT  OF  OUR  NATI<I|N 
COM^  THIS  STORY  tIiAT  RELONGS  TO  AMERICA  . . . Of 
A LOVE  SO  GREAT  THAT  I'P  INSPIRED  A MAN  TO  ENDURE 
RIDICULE;  PRIVATION,  HlW<^>«>TO  ACHIEVE  HIS  DREAM 
OF  SPANl^lNG  CONTINEMTsXwiTH  THE  HUMAN  VOICE! 


20th  Century-Fox  presents 
DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK’S  Production  of 

THE  STORY  OF 

GI^AHAMBEU 

with 

DON  LORETTA  HENRT 

AMECHE- YOUNG -FONDA 

and 

CHARLES  COBURN  • GENE 
LOCKHART  • SPRING  BYINGTON 
SALLY  BLANE  • POLLY  ANN 
YOUNG  . GEORGIANA  YOUNG 
A Cosmopolitan  Production 
Directed  by  Irving  Cummings 

Associate  Producer  Kenneth  Macgowan.  Screen 
Play  by  Lamar  Trotti.  Original  Story  by  Ray  Harris 


» R 

JlJICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  president  of 
Loew’s,  is  back  from  Miami  brown  as  a 
berry  and  in  tip-top  shape.  He’s  planning 
to  make  his  regular  visit  to  the  M-G-M 
studios  shortly,  probably  in  a few  weeks, 
and  as  soon  as  he  can  dispose  of  a num- 
ber of  important  matters  of  the  moment. 
But  to  get  back  to  Miami,  Schenck  spent 
the  greater  part  of  each  day  in  his  pri- 
vate pool,  exhibiting  a breast  stroke  which 
he  likes  better  than  any  other  kind.  And 
between  swimming  and  tanning  in  the  sun, 
the  Loew  chief  managed  to  circuit  the  golf 
course  for  at  least  nine  holes  in  jig-time. 
Incidentally,  Hattie  Helborn,  Schenck’s 
private  secretary,  returned  from  Holly- 
wood, Fla.,  and  a short  visit  at  her  boss’ 
home  three  or  four  days  before  he  did. 

And  while  on  the  social  activities  of 
Loew  personalities , C.  C.  Moskowitz,  met- 
ropolitan generalissimo  for  the  circuit,  aims 
to  get  away  in  the  next  week  or  so  for  a 
vacation  to  Havana  or  Hollywood,  Fla.; 
David  Bernstein,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer, accompanied  by  the  missus  and  Wil- 
liam P.  and  Mrs.  Phillips,  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  UA  Theatres  Circuit, 
Inc.,  are  due  to  dock  Wednesday  on  the 
Nieuw  Amsterdam  after  an  extensive 
cruise;  Dolph  Schadler,  tax  expert  for 
Loew’s,  flew  to  Miami  over  the  weekend 
for  a two-week  vacation;  I.  Frey  of  the 
legal  department,  is  due  back  soon  from  a 
much  needed  rest.  He’s  been  stopping  at 
the  Dempsey -Vanderbilt  on  Miami  Beach; 
and  Leopold  Friedman,  general  counsel 
for  Loew’s,  has  hopes  of  getting  in  his 
vacation  before  summer  sets  in. 

Prank  L.  Ricketson  jr.  and  Spyros  Skou- 
ras  jr.,  sons  of  National  Theatres’  divi- 
sional head  in  Denver  and  chief  operator 
of  the  circuit,  respectively,  are  both  stu- 
dents of  the  Taft  School  at  Watertown, 
N.  Y.  The  school  is  a preparatory  insti- 
tute for  Yale,  taut  the  two  classmates  part- 
ed temporarily  for  the  Easter  holidays 
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Seadler  Reports 
A Sign 

New  York — Si  Seadler,  advertising 
manager  of  M-G-M,  had  a pain  analyz- 
ed by  his  doctor  as  gout.  Comments 
Si: 

"This  is  the  first  sign  of  returning 
prosperity  since  those  days  of  1929." 


when  "Rick,”  that’s  Frank  L.  sr.’s  nick- 
name, took  his  boy  home  to  visit  the  fam- 
ily and  change  to  spring  clothing  . . . 
Boris  Karloff,  which  NBC  says  is  the 
Frankenstein  monster  of  the  screen,  was 
the  inspiration  for  “The  Ugliest  Man  in  the 
World,”  which  turns  out  to  be  a series  of 
original  dramas  of  the  fantastic  and  of  the 
imagination  . . . Did  you  know  that  most 
Loew  executives  have  radios  in  their  offices, 
and.  at  WHN  it  is  a “must”  item  which 
goes  with  the  furniture? 

Harry  Seed,  Warner  branch  manager 
m Pittsburgh,  may  be  trying  to  live  down 
the  fact  his  family  comes  from  vaudeville 
stock,  but  the  gag  he  pulled  the  last  day 
of  the  sales  convention  here  proves  he 
isn’t  workmg  overtime  trying  to  forget  it. 
As  you  all  know,  Roy  H.  Haines,  eastern 
and  Canadian  sales  head,  and  Norman 
Moray,  in  charge  of  the  short  subjects, 
have  glossy  pates.  In  other  words,  they’re 
bald.  So  what  does  Harry  do?  This.  He 
dug  up  a toupe  and  had  Haines  and  Moray 
try  it  on  to  see  who  was  the  handsomer 
with  hair  on  his  head.  It  was  a great 
gag,  created  plenty  of  laughs,  but  no  one 
will  hazard  an  honest  report  on  who  looked 
prettier. 

Harry  C.  Arthur,  vice-president  of  Fan- 
chon  & Marco,  makes  his  headquarters  in 
St.  Louis.  He  has  a beautiful  home  at 


Shrub  Oak,  Peekskill,  N.  Y.  He  visited 
these  parts  last  week.  Now  it  comes  out. 
He’s  been  trying  to  sell  the  place  since 
moving  to  the  midwest  and  there’s  been 
a nibble  . . . That  was  a swell  gesture 
by  Will  Osborne,  Jan  Savitt,  Benny  Meroff, 
Henry  Busse  and  several  others  who  ap- 
peared at  Loew’s  State  as  guest  con- 
ductors for  one  show  each  when  they 
learned  of  the  death  of  George  Hall’s 
mother  a day  before  he  was  scheduled 
to  open  at  the  theatre  . . . Col.  Harry  A. 
Cole,  Allied  national  president,  got  his 
first  summer  haircut  the  day  he  appeared 
before  directors  of  Allied  of  New  York 
and  outlined  the  birth  and  background 
of  the  organization. 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  general  sales  manager  of 
Paramount,  is  about  the  only  topflight 
figure  around  the  Paramount  home  office 
who  has  not  had  a winter  vacation  thus 
far.  Paramount,  mcidentally , is  pulling  a 
smart  stunt  by  taking  Miami  exhibitor 
visitors  through  a tour  of  the  new  Fleischer 
studios  there.  George  W.  Trendle  of  United 
Detroit  Theatres  was  a recent  looker-over. 
It’s  all  preparatory  to  the  Christmas  re- 
lease of  “Gulliver’s  Travels”  . . . The  trans- 
fer to  the  coast  of  Charles  W.  Koerner, 
former  New  England  theatre  division  man- 
ager for  RKO,  will  permit  him  to  see  his 
partner,  Dave  Bershon,  more  frequently . 
As  these  things  go,  it  so  happens  Bershon 
made  a special  trip  into  New  York  from 
Los  Angeles  to  talk  with  Koerner  one  day 
before  RKO  made  the  shift.  And,  while 
Koerner  is  a partner  of  Bershon,  it  seems 
Bershon  is  a partner  with  Fox  West  Coast 
. . . James  A.  Mulvey,  eastern  represent- 
ative for  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  who  is  also 
interested  in  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers  base- 
ball club,  denies  reports  dishes  will  be 
given  away  with  each  night  game. 


Three  More  Glamour  Boys  for  Hollywood's  New  Faces  List — 


Additional  creations  by  the  editors  of  the  Warner  Club  journal,  aware  as  they  are  of  the  studio  need  for  shining  new  per- 
sonalities to  bolster  creaking  boxoffices  in  practically  all  directions.  The  reader,  once  more,  is  supposed  to  guess  who 
they  are.  Boxoffice  makes  it  easier  by  furnishing  their  initials — S.  E.  M.  — S.  S.  — M.  B. 
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(Academy  Award  Winner ) 

LEE  BOWMAN  * HENRY  ARMETTA 
WARREN  HYMER 


A COLUMBIA  PICTURE 


here's  one  that's  outstanding!  THE  LADY  AND  THE  MOB 
is  a swell  audience  picture ...  It's  dif f erent . . . It's  fascina- 
ting... It's  made  for  word-of-mouth  advertising... A society 
woman  muscles  in  on  a mob  — to  clean  up  her  city's 
underworld.  She  learns  about  machine  guns  — only  to 
turn  them  to  a surprising  purpose! 


"BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND,"  "SONATA"  TIE  SCORE 


BOSTON 

Fenway — 'I'ail  Spin  (.20th-Fox);  Flirting: 

With  Fate  (M-G-M)  120 

Memorial — Little  l•riIlce^s  (20th-Fox),  2nd 

wk. ; The  Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO,) 70 

Metropolitan — Stand  Ip  and  Figrht  cM-G-M); 

Fast  and  I^)o>e  (M-G-M)  160 

Orpheum — Toj)per  Jakes  a Trip  (UA); 

F<air  Girls  in  White  (,M-G-M)  130 

Paramount — Same  as  Fenway  120 

State — Same  as  Orpheum  125 

CHARLOTTE 

Biuadway — ^Blondie  (.Colk  1st  half 95 

Broadway — Anihush  (Para),  2nd  half 95 

Carolina — You  Can't  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(L'uiv)  110 

Imperial — Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  110 

State — \lestern  Trails  (Univ),  1st  lialf 100 

State — Pirates  of  the  Sk>  (Univ),  2ud  half.... 100 
Visul.te — M<Kmlig:ht  .‘A<iiuila  ( Malmar) 200 

CHICAGO 

Apollo — g’lnalioii  (M-G-M),  lield  6th  wk 110 

Chi'-ago — Yes,  My  Darling:  Daughter  i.FN), 

plus  stage  show  100 

Gaiiick — Cafe  Societ>  (Para),  2nd  loop  wk...  30 
Oiientai  — Love  From  a stranger  (SK);  1 Mas 

a Convict  (Itep),  plus  stage  show 85 

Palace— You  Can’t  C’neat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ),  plus  stage  show,  held  2nd  wk 125 

Roosevelt— M'ings  of  tlie  >kt\y  (WB),  held 

2nd  wk 100 

State-Lake — Oft  the  Record  (WB),  plus  stage 

.show  85 

United  ArtiSts — Huckleberry  Finn  ( M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 85 

World  Playhouse — l*aglia<‘ci  (GB),  held  2nd 

w k 100 

CINCINNATI 

Alliee — Cafe  .Society  (Para),  held  130 

Capitol — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox),  2nd  wk.  ..120 
Giand--Made  for  Fach  Other  (UA),  3rd  wk.  ..130 

Keith's — St.  I^ouis  Blues  (Para)  120 

Lyiiv — Boy  Trouble  (Para)  110 

Palace — Let  Freedom  King  (M-G-M)  120 

Shubeit — The  Beachcomber  (Para).  2nd  wk...l30 

CLEVELAND 

Allen — The  Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ) 110 

City — Two  Hearts  in  Malt*  Time  (SR), 

2nd  wk 65 

Hippodrome — The  HetwlK-omher  (Paia)  125 

Palace — Ves,  Mj  Darling  Daughter  (FN). 

Stage:  Kay  Kyser  and  his  Orchestra 235 

State — Cafe  Society  (Para)  75 

Stillman — Stageeoaeli  tUA).  2nd  wk 130 

DALLAS 

Uai>itol — Little  Orphan  Annie  (Para);  Fed- 

eial  Man-Hunt  (Rep)  80 

Majestic— Jst.  l,.ouis  Blues  (Para)  100 

Mcdba — Disbarred  (Para)  90 

Palact; — Made  for  Kach  Other  (UA) 125 

Tower — Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M),  2nd  \s  k 100 

DENVER 

Aladdin — Wife,  Hiishaml  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox),  after  a wk.  at  the  Denver 75 

Broadway — Fast  and  Foo>,e  (M-G-M);  Four 
Girls  in  White  (KKO),  after  a wk.  at  the 

Orpheum  80 

Denham — The  Kagle  and  the  Hawk  (Para)...  135 

Denver — Ming's  of  tlie  Mavy  (WB)  95 

Orpheum — Pygmalion  (M-G-M);  Boy  Slaves 

IRKO)  140 

Paramount — The.v  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB); 

Nancy  Drew,  Heporter  (FN)  120 

P.ialto-— Stagecoach  (UA),  after  a wk.  at  each 
the  Denver  and  Aladdin  160 

DETROIT 

Adams — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th-Fox); 

Ari/.uiia  Mildeat  (20th-Fox)  80 

Cinema — The  l.ady  Vanishes  (GB)  90 

Fox — Mife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th-Fox), 

plus  stage  show  90 

Michigan — Yes,  Jly  Darling  Daughter  (FN); 

Fet  Us  Live  (Col)  115 

Palms  State — Stagecoach  (UA).  after  wk.  at 
United  Artists;  Torcli.v  Blane  in  Chinatown 

(FN)  105 

United  Artists — Let  Freedom  King  (M-G-M)  ..100 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Apollo — Fisherman’s  Mharf  (RKO)  50 

Circle — Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  75 

Indiana — Little  Frinee.ss  (20th-Fox)  90 

Loew’s — Made  for  Kach  Other  (UA)  75 

Lyric — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 113 

KANSAS  CITY 

Esquire — Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) ; Inside 

Story  (20th-Fox)  80 

Midland — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M);  M'hisp- 

ering  Enemies  (Col)  130 

Newman — De.iTs  Island  (WB);  Off  the 


AVERAGE  IS  100% 

Top  Hits  of  the  Week 


Blackwell's  Island — New 

York  (2nd  wk) 200 

Moonlight  Sonata — Charlotte 200 

Pygmalion — New  Orleans  175 

Love  Affair  (dual) — Omaha 170 

Stagecoach — Denver  i3rd  wk)....160 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (dual)  — 

Boston  160 

Beachcomber  (dual) — Provi- 
dence   150 

Huckleberry  Finn  (dual)  — 

Providence  150 

Pygmalion — Portland,  Ore 150 

Stagecoach  ( dual ) — Providence.. ..150 
They  Made  Me  a Criminal — 

Minneapolis  150 

EXTENDED  RUNS 


Pjgiiialion,  14th  wk..  New  York;  11th 
wk.,  Los  Angeles. 

A .Man  to  Keineiiiber,  9th  wk.,  Minne- 
ajjolis. 


Record  (WB)  60 

Orpheum — Ves,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN), 

2nd  wk 75 

Tower — Little  Frinee.ss  (20th-Fox) ; Fighting 

Thoroughbreds  (Rep)  95 

Uptown — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox)  80 

LOS  ANGELES 

Chinese — Stagecoach  (UA);  Inside  Story 

(20th-Fox)  125 

Downtown — Toi)i>er  Takes  a Trip  (UA) ; 

Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 100 

Four  Star — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  11th  wk 80 

Hillstreet — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ);  Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO),  2nd  wk..l00 

Hollywood — Same  as  Downtown  100 

Pantages— -Same  as  Hillstreet  100 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para) ; Cliff  Nazarro 

on  Stage  75 

State — Same  as  Chinese  125 

MILWAUKEE 

Palace — The  Beachcomher  (Para);  Boy 

Trouble  (Para)  100 

Riverside — Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ); 

Happy  Felton’s  Band  on  stage  110 

Strand — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN); 

King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 75 

Warner — Stagecoach  (UA) ; Nancy  Drew, 

Reporter  (FN)  125 

^Visconsin — Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 
Fox)  ; Ambush  (Para)  80 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Aster — Boy  .Slaves  (FlKO);  I’ardon  Our 

Nerie  (20tli-Fox)  90 

i-'entury — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 100 

Gopher — Hlondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col) 125 

Orpheum — They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB), 

plus  stage  show  150 

State — lee  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M)  90 

Time — Assassin  of  Youth  (SR) 140 

World — .V  Man  to  Kemember  (RKO).  9th  wk. ..  90 


NEW  HAVEN 

College — Stageeoaeli  (UA);  There’s  That 

Woman  Again  (Col),  2nd  wk 100 

Loew-Poli— Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox);  The  Three 

Musketeers  (20th-Fox)  100 

Paramount^ — King  of  Chinatown  (Para);  Boy 

Trouble  (Para)  100 

Roger  Sherman- -Oklahoma.  Kid  (WB);  Ad- 
\entures  of  Jane  Arden  (WB)  140 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Center — The  Storm  (Univ)  95 

Globe — Sweethearts  (M-G-M),  3rd  run 90 

Liberty — Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  90 

Orpheum — Let  Us  Live  (Col)  100 

Regent — Hold  That  Coed  (20th-Fox) 80 

Saenger — Cafe  Society  (Para)  100 

State — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  175 

Tudor — Devil’s  Island  (WB)  100 

NEW  YORK  CITY 

Astor — Pygmalion  (M-G-M),  14th  wk 100 

Capitol — Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M)  80 


Criterion — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  115 

Globe — Blackwell’s  Island  (WB),  2nd  wk 200 

Paramount — Never  May  Die  (Para)  95 

Radio  City  Music  Hall — Stageeoaeli  (UA), 

2nd  wk.  plus  stage  show  95 

Rivoli — Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ),  9 days 60 

Roxy — Little  Princess  (20th-Fox),  plus  stage 

show  115 

Strand — Oklahoma  Kid  (WB),  plus  stage  show.  115 

OKLAHOMA  CITY 

Criterion — Honolulu  (M-G-M)  90 

Liberty — Arizona  I.tegion  (RKO);  The  Great 

Man  Votes  (RKO),  3 days  70 

Liberty^ — Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox); 

Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN),  4 days 95 

Midwest — ^Pygnuilioii  (M-G-M)  120 

Plaza — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ),  moveover  85 

State — I.tet  Us  Live  (Col)  70 

Tower — The  Oklahoma  Kid  (WB),  moveover 
from  Criterion  80 

OMAHA 

Brandeis — Love  Affair  (RKO);  The  Saint 

Strikes  Back  (RKO)  170 

Omaha — Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M);  Little 

Tough  Gu.>  s in  Society  (Univ)  100 

Orpheum — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ):  There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 160 

PHILADELPHIA 

Aldine — King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  80 

Boyd — The  Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 90 

Earle — Made  for  Kaeh  Other  (UA) 95 

Fox — The  Oklahoma  Kid  (WB);  Vincent 

Li>pez’  Orchestra  175 

Karlton — Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th- 

Fox)  100 

Keith’s — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 105 

Palace — Saint  Strikes  Buck  (RKO) 110 

Stanley— Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 90 

Stanton — Si>irit  of  Culver  (Univ)  90 


PITTSBURGH 

Alvin — Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th-Fox) . 115 
Barry — Adventure  in  Sahara  (Col);  Federal 

Agent  (Rep),  reissue  80 

Fulton — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ),  2nd  wk 110 

Penn^ — Y'es,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN)  85 

Senator — Lloyds  of  London  (20th-Fox),  re- 
issue; Imitation  of  Life  (Univ),  reissue, 

3 days  40 

Senator — Woman  Doctor  (Rep);  Mystery 

Plane  (Mono),  4 days  50 

Stanley — Paris  Honeymoon  (Para);  Artie 

Shaw  stage  show  115 

Warner- — Gunga  Din  (RKO).  2nd  d.t.  wk 105 

PORTLAND,  ORE. 

Broadway — Stagecoach  (UA);  Society 

Smugglers  (Univ),  2nd  wk 120 

Mayfair — Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M), 

2nd  wk 90 

Orpheum — Let  Us  Live  (Col);  Fisherman’s 

Wharf  (RKO)  80 

Paramount — The  Little  Princess  (20th-Fox); 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back  (RKO) 100 

United  Artists — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  150 

PROVIDENCE 

Albee — Y’ou  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ);  Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 125 

Carlton — Huckleberry  Finn  (M-G-M);  Four 

Girls  in  WTiite  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 150 

Fays — Gambling  Ship  (Univ),  plus  stage  show.  55 
Majestic — Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB);  Nancy 

Drew,  Detective  (WB)  60 

Playhouse — I Am  a Criminal  (Mono),  plus 

stage  show  100 

State — Stagecoach  (UA);  Pride  of  the  Navy 

(Rep)  150 

Strand^ — ^Beaehcomber  (Para);  Mysterious 

Miss  X (Rep)  150 

SALT  LAKE  CITY 

Centre — Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN)....  95 

Paramount — Pygmalion  (M-G-M)  100 

Studio— Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk..l00 

Utah — Going  Flares  (FN);  Let  Us  Live 

(Col)  100 

Victory — Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu  (20th- 

Fox)  105 

SEATTLE 

Fifth  Avenue — Let  Freedom  Ring  (M-G-M); 

Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M)  90 

Paramount — Cafe  Society  (Para);  Persons 

in  Hiding  (Para)  90 

Orpheum — You  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest  Man 

(Univ);  Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO)  125 

Blue  Mouse — .Stagecoach  (UA);  Arrest  Bull- 
dog Drummond  (Para),  2nd  wk 100 

Music  Box — F.vgmalion  (M-G-M),  2nd  wk 125 

Liberty — Blondie  Meets  the  Boss  (Col); 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  90 

Palomar — A Man  to  Kemember  (RKO);  Fight- 
ing Thoroughbreds  (Rep),  plus  stage  show..  85 
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Fund  Denial  Halts 
Ten  Trade  Suits 

Washington — Immediate  initiation  of 
ten  motion  picture  suits  planned  by  the 
department  of  justice  has  been  halted, 
temporarily  at  least,  by  the  refusal  of  the 
House  appropriations  committee  to  ap- 
prove the  appropriation  of  $70,000  for  ex- 
pansion of  the  anti-trust  division. 

The  committee’s  action  v/as  announced 
in  its  report  on  the  second  deficiency  ap- 
propriation bill,  in  which  the  request  of 
the  department  was  held  to  be  a strategical 
move  to  prepare  Congress  for  the  doubling 
of  the  present  appropriation  when  the  de- 
partment of  justice  supply  bill  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year  is  written. 

Desire  to  expand  the  anti-trtist  division 
so  as  to  permit  the  immediate  launching 
of  a new  trust-busting  drive  against  the 
motion  picture  industry  was  revealed  by 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thurman  Ar- 
nold when  he  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee to  discuss  the  needs  of  his  division. 

Arnold  gave  the  committee  no  “inside 
information”  regarding  the  suits,  but  men- 
tioned them  as  among  a number  of  cases 
against  various  industries  which  the  de- 
partment was  preparing. 

In  its  report  the  committee  pointed  out 
that  the  $70,000  which  the  assistant  at- 
torney general  asked  to  carry  him  over 
the  remainder  of  the  current  fiscal  period 
would  work  out  as  an  additional  annual 
charge  of  $295,000  thereafter. 

“The  current  appropriation,”  the  com- 
mittee report  commented,  “is  $780,060  and 
the  pending  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year 
1940,  which  has  not  yet  been  considered 
by  the  committee,  is  $1,530,000. 

“The  pending  supplemental  estimate  for 
1939  looks  to  building  up  toward  the  or- 
ganization contemplated  by  the  1940  esti- 
mate. The  committee  feels  that  the  mat- 
ter is  one  which  should  go  over  for  con- 
sideration in  connection  with  the  1940 
estimate,  in  view  of  the  relationship  in- 
dicated. Coordinated  action  thus  would  be 
assured,  and,  if  expansion  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  present  fiscal  year  should 
be  found  to  be  wise,  funds  to  do  so  could 
be  made  immediately  available.” 

While  the  house  committee  proved  un- 
sympathetic to  the  department’s  appeal 
for  additional  funds,  it  still  has  a chance 
before  the  senate  appropriations  commit- 
tee, which  will  get  the  bill  after  it  passes 
the  house  and  which  is  traditionally  more 
generous  in  its  treatment  of  the  depart- 
ments. 


Elman  in  Parley  With 
Golden  and  Weeks 

New  York  — Henri  Elman,  Chicago 
Monogram  franchise  holder,  conferred 
with  Edward  A.  Golden  and  George  W. 
Weeks  at  the  home  office  for  several  days 
before  returning  to  the  Windy  City.  He 
will  play  host  to  the  franchise  holders’ 
meeting  in  Chicago  in  May. 


"Sons  of  Liberty" 
Draws  Rave 

New  York — Warner  has  established 
a distinguished  landmark  in  the  mak- 
ing of  short  subjects  with  "Sons  of 
Liberty,"  a two-reeler  in  Technicolor. 
Rarely  has  a subject  been  more  urgent 
and  timely.  The  dramatic  reenactment 
of  the  part  the  Jewish  patriot,  Haym 
Salomon,  played  in  the  American  Rev- 
olution carries  magnificent  implica- 
tions. It  emerges  as  a stirring  docu- 
ment in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  equal- 
ity and,  as  such,  will  be  praised  by 
every  honest-thinking  person  across 
the  land. 

In  the  20  minutes  alloted  to  him.  Di- 
rector Michael  Curtiz  conveys  with  fine 
understanding  the  principles  by  which 
Haym  Salomon  lived  and  for  which  he 
died.  The  role  is  beautifully  inter-' 
preted  by  Claude  Rains  who  reads  his 
lines  with  convincing  sincerity.  Gale 
Sondergaard,  Donald  Crisp,  Montague 
Love,  Henry  O'Neill  and  James  Steph- 
enson figure  prominently  in  the  cast. 

It's  big  time  stuff  with  a big  time  cast 
and  rates  big  time  attention. — GOLD- 
ING. 

Paramount  Product 
Loew  Talk  Starts 

New  York — Initial  talks  on  a Para- 
mount product  deal  for  the  Loew  circuit 
have  been  started  between  C.  C.  Mosko- 
witz  and  Eugene  Picker  for  Loew’s  and 
Neil  P.  Agnew,  J.  J.  Unger  and  Milt  Ku- 
sell,  for  Paramount.  A franchise  with 
Loew  for  Paramount  output  in  metropoli- 
tan New  York  expires  the  end  of  August. 

So  far  Paramount  has  not  held  its  an- 
nual convention  and  there  is  no  definite 
indication  what  the  new  lineup  will  be. 
It  is  understood  the  talks  will  continue  un- 
til after  the  convention  when  a long  term 
deal  will  be  completed. 

With  Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis 
and  Agnew  due  on  the  coast  Monday  to 
line  up  product  and  convention  details 
with  Y.  Frank  Freeman  and  William  Le- 
Baron,  it  is  reported  Paramount  will  have 
one  sales  meeting,  probably  in  May,  which 
is  to  be  followed  up  by  regional  sessions 
to  be  held  by  division  and  district  man- 
agers with  various  branches. 

Republic  Sets  Back  Trio 
Of  Regional  Meetings 

New  York — Due  to  the  short  lapses  of 
time  between  regional  sales  meetings  as 
originally  set.  Republic  has  set  three  of 
the  sessions  back. 

The  Houston  meeting  is  unchanged,  for 
April  7-8.  James  R.  Grainger  and  Her- 
bert Yates  sr.  leave  here  April  4 for  the 
Texas  city.  The  New  York  sessions  have 
been  put  back  to  April  12-13;  Chicago, 
April  20-21,  and  San  Francisco,  April 
25-26. 


Independents  Brew 
Price  War  Broth 

Philadelphia — It  appears  to  be  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  Allied  and  the 
UMPTO  move  against  Warner  because  of 
a slash  in  admissions  at  the  downtown 
Warner  theatres  here.  It  is  claimed  by 
exhibitors  that,  while  Warner  has  cut  price 
scales,  the  clearances  continue  without 
change,  thus  taking  the  edge  off  product 
which  normally  could  be  seen  in  subse- 
quent houses  at  lower  prices. 

Harry  Pried  of  the  Ardmore  recently 
filed  a suit  against  the  Warner  circuit  and 
has  enlisted  the  support  of  the  Bryn  Mawr 
Business  Men’s  Ass’n,  which  has  sent  a 
complaint  to  the  department  of  justice. 

One  exhibitor  who  seems  to  have  bene- 
fited by  his  complaint,  apparently,  is  the 
operator  of  the  Arcadia.  Formerly  on  a 
28-day  clearance,  he  played  “Honolulu” 
two  weeks  after  Warner  first  runs  and 
“Pygmalion”  six  days  after. 

The  Palace,  one  of  Warner’s  larger 
downtown  houses,  charges  25  cents  from 
opening  to  6 p.  m.,  under  a revised  scale. 
Independents  charge  32  to  42  cents  at 
night  and  are  asking  that,  unless  Warner 
tips  the  scales,  the  clearance  schedule 
should  be  reduced  considerably  so  they 
do  not  have  to  wait  an  unreasonable  time 
for  “follow-up”  product. 


A Trade  Golden  Jubilee 
"Dead  as  a Doornail" 

New  York  — Proposal  of  Publishers 
Service  Co.  for  a Golden  Jubilee  Motion 
Picture  Exposition  to  run  concurrently 
with  the  World’s  Fair  has  been  “dead  as 
a doornail  since  early  January,”  a MPPDA 
spokesman  advises  Boxoffice. 

The  plan’s  proponents,  said  to  be  a 
subsidiary  of  David  Stern,  publisher  of  the 
New  York  Post  and  Philadelphia  Record, 
submitted  the  jubilee  idea  to  Will  Hays 
in  January.  It  embraced  a permanent  ex- 
hibition in  Grand  Central  Palace,  to  which 
major  companies  would  contribute  es- 
sential material  to  build  industry  good- 
will. 

Hays  is  said  to  have  turned  the  plan 
over  to  the  major  publicity  heads,  who  re- 
jected the  proposal  in  toto. 


iVo  Sales  Tax  on  Films 
Paid  If  Not  Played 

New  York — The  city’s  sales  tax  bureau 
has  ruled  that  rentals  for  which  exhibi- 
tors pay  but  do  not  play  are  not  subject 
to  the  two  per  cent  emergency  sales  tax. 
The  stipulation  is  the  result  of  a plea  made 
by  distributors’  attorneys  as  an  aftermath 
of  the  long  court  battle  that  brought  a 
split  decision  over  whether  exchanges  are 
liable  for  the  levy. 

Since  the  final  ruling  held  distributors’ 
liable  for  the  tax  on  rentals  of  films  de- 
livered within  the  city  limits,  the  penalties 
and  interest  paid  to  the  tax  bureau,  which 
accumulated  while  the  case  was  in  the 
courts,  has  been  settled  at  about  $50,000. 
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A Foreign  Manager 
With  No  Sguawks 


"Mayor"  Meets  "Stooge"— 

By  LEONARD  WEISBERG 
New  York — Universal  grabbed  the  first 
open  moment  on  Mischa  Auer’s  Gotham 
itinerary  to  surround  him  with  beverages, 
the  while  loosening  the  pens  of  invited  and 
asserted  publishers’  representatives  over 
its  forthcoming  “East  Side  of  Heaven.” 
The  usual  introduction  was  handled  by 
Hank  Linet,  of  Lou  Pollock’s  staff. 

Linet:  Mischa,  this  is  one  of  Red  Kann’s 


New  York — With  “every  nickel”  paid  to 
about  50  studio  creditors  and  five  new 
pictures  assured  for  delivery  this  season, 
GN  expects  to  be  out  of  its  difficulties 
to  begin  the  1939-40  season  with  a clean 
slate.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Earle  W. 
Hammons,  GN  president,  who  arrived  Wed- 
nesday after  an  extended  visit  on  the  coast. 

He  scoffed  at  rumors  that  GN  is  on  the 
way  out. 

“The  company  is  not  flush  by  any 
means,  but  I have  reason  to  believe  there 
will  be  ample  finances  for  delivery  of  five 
pictures  before  the  end  of  the  season  as 
well  as  a start  for  the  new  season,”  he 
said. 

He  declined  to  answer  a question  if 
British  capital  will  find  its  way  into  the 
company.  For  the  time  being,  he  said, 
there  will  be  no  further  reduction  of  GN’s 
field  force. 

A deal  with  a “famous”  producer  to  sup- 
ply GN  with  pictures  on  an  “elastic” 
basis  is  near  the  signing  stage,  Hammons 
declared.  Pictures  from  the  unnamed 
producer  would  augment  the  12  due  from 
Arcadia  and  those  on  contract  to  Fine 
Arts,  in  case  those  two  sources  “should 
fall  down,”  he  said.  The  initial  deal  with 
this  producer,  which  calls  for  combined 
financing,  involves  16  pictures. 

Hammons  said  he  will  appoint  a new 
sales  head  in  a few  weeks.  Sol  Edwards 
has  been  in  charge  in  the  east,  while 
Morris  Safier  has  been  handling  western 
sales  since  Edward  L.  Alperson  resigned 


— Photo  by  Cosmo-Sileo 

stooges  from  Boxoffice. 

Auer:  Boxoffice.^  Say,  you’ve  got  some- 
thing there.  I take  it  to  bed  with  me  every 
week.  It  takes  a week  to  read.  Don’t  get 
me  wrong,  I’m  a subscriber. 

Stooge:  What’s  the  badge  for? 

Auer:  I’m  mayor  of  Universal  City. 
Stooge:  How  would  they  go  about  im- 
peaching you? 

Auer:  If  Universal  canceled  my  contract. 


recently.  When  the  company’s  produc- 
tion difficulties  have  been  ironed  out  and 
its  sales  organization  built  up,  which  Ham- 
mons hopes  will  be  by  next  month,  a na- 
tional convention  will  be  held. 

GN  will  not  deliver  any  shorts  this  sea- 
son. The  18  two-reelers  and  26  one-reelers 
originally  scheduled  will  not  be  released 
until  the  1939-40  season.  Production  wi  l 
be  in  the  east  as  well  as  Hollywood. 

Hammons  said  his  interpretation  of  the 
$200,000  due  old  creditors  of  GN  is  that 
the  money  is  not  due  until  August  11.  He 
admitted  an  extension  of  the  time  un- 
doubtedly will  be  sought,  with  a substantial 
down  payment  on  the  due  date. 

Hammons  met  Jack  Skirball,  in  charge 
of  GN  production,  in  Chicago.  Skirball  in- 
formed him,  he  said,  that  production  will 
begin  immediately  on  “Miracle  of  Main 
Street,”  and  that  “Everything  Happens  to 
Ann”  is  ready  for  release.  Skirball  is  now 
in  Hollywood. 

George  Ewald  Heads  RCA 
Engineering  Products 

Camden,  N.  J. — George  Ewald,  district 
manager  in  Dallas,  has  been  promoted  to 
sales  manager  of  RCA’s  engineering  prod- 
ucts division,  according  to  James  L. 
Schwank.  W.  L.  Rothenberger  continues 
as  manager  of  the  department  which  has 
been  enlarged  due  to  new  markets  devel- 
oped for  commercial  sound  activities. 


By  B.  O.  TELLER 

New  York — When  a man  bites  a dog, 
it’s  still  news.  In  a similar  vein,  when  a 
foreign  manager  for  a major  company 
has  no  complaints  about  quota  restrictions 
or  taxes,  that’s  downright  sensational. 

So  when  this  reporter,  who  has  been 
trying  to  unravel  the  situation  on  con- 
tinental Europe,  ran  into  Arthur  Ruscica, 
manager  for  20th  Century-Fox  in  Chile, 
he  was  almost  floored  when  Ruscica  had 
no  gripes  to  make  and  was  quite  satisfied 
about  it  all. 

“Business  in  our  country  is  relatively 
free  from  restrictions,”  he  said  simply. 

The  fact  the  Chilean  government  has 
swung  far  over  to  the  left  with  the  elec- 
tion of  President  Aguirre  Cerda  does  not 
disturb  Ruscica.  “They  seem  content,” 
he  observes,  “to  let  us  alone.” 

Reconstruction  of  the  area  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  country  devastated  by  the 
earthquake  is  Chile’s  biggest  problem  at 
the  moment,  according  to  Ruscica.  He 
foresees  a general  tax  on  all  industries  to 
help  defray  the  cost.  But  that,  Ruscica 
agrees,  is  only  reasonable. 

There  were  about  15  to  20  houses  de- 
molished during  the  earthquake,  Ruscica 
relates,  but  the  Municipal  in  Chilian  was 
the  only  important  theatre  destroyed.  The 
others  were  a combination  of  brick  and 
board  and  some,  he  says,  were  constructed 
of  mud  and  straw. 

As  an  aftermath  of  the  earthquakes,  he 
points  out,  people  have  become  timid 
about  entering  theatres.  When  he  left 
about  a month  ago,  Ruscica  relates,  the 
public  was  still  frightened  but  the  shock 
was  beginning  to  wear  off. 

As  in  all  Latin-American  countries, 
competition  of  Spanish-speaking  pictures 
is  becoming  a formidable  factor.  In  Chile, 
he  says,  they  occupy  about  30  per  cent  of 
the  playing  time,  and  showed  a substantial 
increase  during  1938  with  approximately 
120  Spanish  language  films  being  im- 
ported. 

Ruscica  says  native  production  hardly 
exists.  One  picture  was  produced  in  Chile 
last  year  and  only  recently  private  inter- 
ests announced  the  formation  of  a com- 
pany to  produce  three  to  four  features  in 
Spanish.  He  is  slightly  dubious  about  it, 
however. 

This  trip,  incidentally,  is  also  serving 
as  a honeymoon  for  Ruscica  who  is  here 
with  his  bride.  He  will  join  the  other 
members  of  the  foreign  department  who 
will  attend  the  domestic  sales  convention 
in  Chicago  beginning  March  30. 

Hold  Lottery  Complaint 
Dismissal  Portentous 

New"  York — Regarded  as  important  in 
local  exhibition  circles  is  the  dismissal  by 
Special  Sessions  Judges  Pearlman,  Hack- 
enberg  and  Flood  of  the  lottery  complaint 
against  Benjamin  Sergi  of  the  Lido,  Brook- 
lyn. In  dismissing  the  action,  the  judges 
cited  the  case  of  the  people  against 
Schaefer  in  the  court  of  appeals.  Jesse 
Stern  represented  Sergi. 


Paid  Bills  and  Five  Films  to 
Sell  Reassuring  to  GN 
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Lottery  Dismissal 
Held  Detriment 

New  York — Refusal  of  the  grand  jury 
to  indict  in  the  Jewel  lottery  complaint 
and  dismissal  of  Nat  Gerber,  manager; 
Vincent  Cannon,  assistant  manager;  Mon- 
roe Cranston,  usher;  David  Kleinman, 
projectionist;  Harry  Linder,  doorman;  and 
Peggy  O’Sullivan,  cashier,  is  seen  by  Wil- 
liam Brandt  of  the  Brandt  circuit  as  a 
detriment  to  local  exhibitors.  The  Jewel 
is  operated  by  Max  A.  Cohen,  local  Allied 
head,  and  the  case  was  defended  by  Harry 
G.  Kosch,  attorney  for  Cohen  and  Allied. 

Brandt  is  definitely  against  money 
games  in  theatres  and  contends  that  the 
refusal  to  indict  will  close  more  local 
houses  this  summer  than  ever  before  in 
the  liistory  of  the  business. 

“Most  theatres  which  now  have  money 
games,”  he  states,  “are  taking  losses  now 
and  with  the  opposition  of  the  World’s 
Fair  and  the  summer  heat,  exhibitors  will 
not  be  able  to  stand  the  gaff.” 

Brandt  further  argues  that  if  License 
Commissioner  Paul  Moss  had  tried  the 
case  and  won,  not  only  would  games  be 
stopped  in  theatres  but  also  in  lodges  and 
churches  as  well.  Holding  of  games,  such 
as  Bingo,  in  churches  and  lodges  has  cut 
into  grosses,  it  is  held,  and  with  their  eli- 
mination exhibitors  would  eliminate  the 
attraction,  which  Brandt  says  has  been 
featured  above  the  film  program  in  many 
theatres. 

Disagreeing  with  Brandt  is  Kosch  who 
asserts  theatres  cannot  exist  today  with- 
out games  in  one  form  or  another.  He 
adds  that,  as  a result  of  the  grand  jury’s 
action,  exhibitors  are  more  careful  of  the 
manner  in  which  games  are  conducted. 

Three  judges  in  Special  Sessions  a day 
before  the  grand  jury  action  dismissed  a 
complaint  against  the  Lido,  Brooklyn. 


State  Court  Deals 
Bank  Night  Blow 

Wilmington,  Del. — 'The  Delaware  state 
court  en  banc  declared  Bank  Night  il- 
legal in  Delaware  in  a scathing  opinion 
handed  down  by  Chief  Justice  Daniel  J. 
Layton  here  denouncing  the  practice  as 
illegal — a lottery  whereby  “the  theatre 
prospers  and  greed,  envy  and  other  evils, 
inherent  in  lotteries,  are  encouraged”  and 
characterizing  it  as  a “cold  blooded  device.” 

The  opinion  was  handed  down  in  the 
suit  of  Affiliated  Associates,  Inc.,  a Colo- 
rado corporation,  against  Roland  H.  Wal- 
ler, trading  as  the  New  Waller  Theatre  in 
Laurel,  Del. 

“The  contract  declared  on  is  an  illegal 
contract,  in  the  enforcement  of  which  the 
court  will  not  assist,”  the  opinion  ruled. 

Further  flaying  Bank  Night,  the  opin- 
ion said  it  had  been  “disguised  by  a thin 
coating  of  respectability.” 

“That  promoters  of  the  scheme  know 
of  its  inherent  evils  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  by  their  own  rules,  persons  under  18 
years  of  age  are  not  allowed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  drawing,”  Chief  Justice  Lay- 
ton’s opinion  continued. 


Import  Restriction,  Dubbing 
Tax  Threats  in  France 


New  York — A keen  battle  is  being  waged 
by  American  film  forces  in  Paris  in  an 
effort  to  ease  the  more  stringent  provi- 
sions of  the  cinematograph  bill  which 
probably  will  come  up  for  discussion  in 
the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  this  week. 
Restriction  of  imports  and  a dubbing  tax 
face  the  distributors. 

For  many  months,  an  interministerial 
commission  has  worked  on  the  legislation 
under  the  Minister  of  Education  and  the 
result  is  a proposed  bill  which  would  regu- 
late the  industry  and  seriously  affect  the 
American  companies. 

The  joker  can  be  found  in  Article  53 
which  states  the  length  of  films  shown  in 
each  theatre  cannot  exceed  3,200  meters 
( 10,500  feet) , excluding  documentary  films, 
newsreels  and  animated  cartoons. 

Since  part  of  the  program  in  a theatre 
must  be  French,  it  is  pointed  out  this 
will  eliminate  American  and  other  foreign 
pictures  because  the  houses  will  have  to 
resort  to  a single  bill  policy. 

The  companies  say  this  is  contrary  to 
the  trade  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  France  which  specifies  the  French 
government  will  take  no  new  steps  in  plac- 
ing American  films  in  a worse  position 
than  they  have  enjoyed  heretofore. 

Regarded  in  an  equally  apprehensive 
light  is  Article  21  which  provides  for  a 
tax  on  post-synchronized  films.  The  cost 
of  dubbing  of  film,  it  is  estimated,  is  close 
to  $8,000  and  a further  assessment  would 
be  prohibitive. 

Incorporated  into  the  bill  is  a provision 
which  states  that  a visa  will  be  refused 
on  imported  films,  “if  it  is  proved  that 
the  producer  or  the  applicant  participated 


in  the  public  exhibition  outside  of  French 
territory  of  films  against  the  French  na- 
tional interests.”  Apparently  the  French 
don’t  want  any  more  “Devil  Islands”  made. 

Proponents  of  the  bill  claim  local  pro- 
ducers need  protection  against  foreign 
films  which  arrive  completely  amortized 
and  are  rented  on  an  extremely  low  price 
basis.  They  have  taken  steps  to  help  the 
producers  by  providing  more  generous 
credit  facilities. 

Foreign  managers  here  admit  the  situ- 
ation is  “grave,”  but  one  executive  who 
spoke  for  about  an  hour  to  his  Paris  of- 
fice, passes  on  the  information  that  there 
is  some  hope  of  the  bill  passing  without 
the  damaging  clauses  included. 

Indict  Texas  Exhibitor 
For  "Duping  Print" 

New  York — Howard  Goldin  has  been 
indicted  by  a federal  grand  jury  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  on  charges  of  duping  a 
print  of  “Lash  of  the  Penitentes,”  the 
copyright  of  which  is  owned  by  Michael 
J.  Levinson,  according  to  Arthur  J.  Ho- 
mans of  Krellberg  & Fitzsimmons,  attor- 
neys for  Levinson. 

Goldin  had  previously  been  arrested 
and  charged  with  the  infringement  before 
U.  S.  Commissioner  John  Davis,  October 
4,  1938,  according  to  Homans.  Upon  his 
plea  of  “not  guilty,”  Goldin  was  released 
on  $1,000  bond  awaiting  action  of  the 
grand  jury,  adds  the  attorney.  As  a re- 
sult of  the  indictment,  it  is  expected  U.  S. 
Attorney  Jones  will  ask  that  the  bond  be 
doubled,  Homans  states. 


Cole  Told  Them  Allied's  Story — 


— Metropolitan  Photos 


This  is  the  board  of  Allied  of  New  York  as  it  held  its  first  meeting  with  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole,  national  president,  and  heard  from  him  the  history  of  the  ex- 
hibitor organization  from  birth  to  now.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  Irving 
Landau,  Manhattan;  Abe  Levy,  Brooklyn;  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  executive 
secretary;  Cole,  Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  the  local  unit,  and  Abe  Stone, 
Albany.  Seated,  left  to  right,  are  Mitchell  Conery,  Ravena;  Irving  Sherman, 
Pearl  River;  Louis  Goidel,  Brooklyn;  Ray  Pashley,  Interlaken;  another 
Max  Cohen,  this  time  from  Brooklyn,  and  Tom  Di  Lorenza,  New  Paltz. 
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UA  Reaches  After 
Foreign  Alliances 


By  DAVE  GOLDING 

New  York — The  “internationalizing”  of 
the  United  Artists  organization,  to  coin  a 
phrase  by  Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  foreign  activities,  is  continu- 
ing with  additional  production  alliances  in 
England,  France  and  Argentine  in  the 
making. 

“We  feel,”  Kelly  says  in  outlining  the 
company’s  policy,  “United  Artists,  as  a 
medium  of  distribution,  should  be  made 
available  to  outstanding  producers  re- 
gardless of  language  or  nationality.” 

Aboard  the  Queen  Mary  at  quarantine, 
Kelly,  who  has  been  abroad  since  last 
October,  gave  a Boxoffice  reporter  a 
comprehensive  insight  into  UA’s  activities 
abroad. 

To  start  with,  Kelly  denies  reports  he 
is  resigning  as  vice-president  here  to  be- 
come general  manager  in  Great  Britain. 
The  rumor  had  no  foundation,  Kelly  ex- 
plains. 

“It  all  started  when  a trade  paper  cor- 
respondent heard  that  Theodore  Carr,  who 
is  our  co-sales  manager  with  George 
Archibald,  received  an  offer  from  another 
company.  Carr  is  a good  man  and  has 
received  offers  practically  from  every 
other  company.  It  was  only  an  assump- 
tion without  any  fact,”  declares  Kelly. 

The  two  Alexander  Korda  productions, 
“Pom’  Feathers,”  and  “Over  the  Moon,” 
he  informs,  will  be  available  sometime 
during  July  and  August.  Korda’s  lineup 
for  1939-40  includes  “The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad,” a Merle  Oberon  picture;  Kipling’s 
“Jungle  Book,”  a second  with  Merle  Ober- 
on and  “Lawrence  of  Arabia.” 

Cites  English  Deals 

In  England,  Kelly  says,  deals  have  been 
made  with  Aldwych  Film  Co.  which  has 
produced  “An  Englishman’s  Home,”  and 
with  Jack  Hilton  and  Jack  Buchanan  for 
“The  Band  Wagon.”  UA  has  acquired 
world  distribution  of  these  two  pictures 
and  an  option  on  the  former  for  American 
release.  He  adds  the  company  is  nego- 
tiating for  four  more. 

Kelly’s  opinion  of  British  production  is 
quite  laudatory.  He  states  the  quota  law 
has  been  responsible  for  the  elimination  of 
cheap  pictures  and  that  production  there 
is  very  much  improved.  “It  no  longer 
pays  to  make  small  pictures.”  he  says. 

Current  negotiations  with  French  pro- 
ducers have  been  temporarily  suspended, 
Kelly  reveals.  “At  the  present  time,”  he 
asserts,  “it  is  too  dangerous  to  invest 
money.  But  we  are  definitely  interested.” 

According  to  Kelly,  French  production 
has  become  expensive.  Costs  roughly  run 
from  $90,000  to  $150,000.  French  pictures, 
however,  gross  anywhere  from  $75,000  to 
$300,000  in  their  own  market. 

One  of  the  difficulties  the  French  are 
experiencing  at  present,  he  says,  is  that 
stars  are  becoming  a costly  item.  They 
are  passing  through  the  same  stage  Holly- 
wood experienced.  Top  players  are  ask- 
ing for  500,000  to  1,000,000  francs  (ap- 
proximately $15,000  to  $30,000)  a picture. 

Discussing  the  European  situation, 
Kelly  states,  “The  German  steam  roller  is 


Kelly  Appraises 
Italy,  France 

New  York — Observations  on  two  cur- 
rent "sore”  spots  in  Europe  made  by 
Arthur  W.  Kelly  on  his  arrival  on  the 
Queen  Mary: 

"Italy:  A decree  was  supposed  to 
have  been  announced  sometime  last 
week  and  the  boys  in  Paris  think  it 
might  contain  a modification  of  the 
monopoly  decree  which  forced  the 
companies  to  leave.  Have  you  heard 
anything  new  on  it? 

"France:  That  bill  up  before  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  usually  appears 
once  a year  and  the  excitement  usuah 
ly  passes  over." 


Arthur  M,  Loew  Denies 
German  Shutdown  Set 

New  York — Continued  reports  that 
Loew’s  is  contemplating  withdrawal  from 
Germany  are  denied  by  Arthur  M.  Loew, 
foreign  chief,  who  states  the  company  is 
contemplating  no  such  move.  “Our  or- 
ganization is  still  functioning  there  with 
no  change  of  policy  in  view,”  he  says. 


Goodman  Bound  for  Mexico 

New  York — Morris  Goodman,  Republic 
foreign  head,  leaves  Wednesday  for  Mex- 
ico City,  the  first  lap  of  a three-month 
tour  of  Latin  and  South  American  coun- 
tries. 


Plunkett  Operates  Erlanger 

Philadelphia — Joseph  Plunkett  of  New 
York  is  now  operating  the  Erlanger  here, 
which  has  been  dark  some  time. 


playing  havoc.  As  Germany  expands, 
American  pictures  are  curbed.”  He  also 
reveals  the  Baltic  states  are  already  within 
the  orbit  of  Nazi  influence  and  insist  the 
majority  of  pictures  imported  must  be 
German. 

Six  From  Mexican  Producer 

Turning  to  South  America  which  he 
agrees  is  a more  pleasant  subject  at  the 
present,  Kelly  says  negotiations  are  on 
in  Argentine  for  a number  of  Spanish  pic- 
tures. UA  already  has  a deal  with  a 
Mexican  producer  who  supplies  six  pic- 
tures a year  for  Latin  American  distribu- 
tion. 

Questioned  about  the  opening  of  the 
South  African  branch,  he  states  there  is 
no  hurry  since  construction  of  the  20th 
Century-Fox  Theatre  there  does  not  get 
underway  until  April  1.  The  company 
plans  to  operate  in  that  territory  in  asso- 
ciation with  20th-Fox.  When  the  office 
opens,  Albert  Lowe,  formerly  manager  for 
Japan,  will  take  over  the  new  post. 

Referring  to  the  visit  to  this  country  of 
Norman  Bede  Rydge,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Greater  Union  Theatres  of  Aus- 
tralia, Kelly  feels  Rydge  “is  entitled  to 
some  support  from  the  majors.”  Rydge  is 
considered  an  important  factor  in  the  en- 
actment of  the  New  South  Wales  quota 
law  and,  coincidentally,  his  chief  com- 
plaint has  been  shortage  of  product. 

Kelly  wouldn’t  say,  but  he  seems  to  feel 
the  Australian  situation  might  work  out 
satisfactorily. 


4 Majors  Liquidate 
Prague  Offices 

New  York — Liquidation  of  their  Prague 
offices  by  RKO,  Universal,  United  Artists 
and  Columbia  is  now  going  on  as  these 
companies  resign  themselves  to  the  in- 
evitability of  the  continuation  of  the  Ger- 
man policy.  There  is  little  hope  the  money 
now  in  Czech  banks  will  be  allowed  to 
leave  the  country  until  it  is  converted 
into  marks  which  means  a considerable 
loss  in  exchange. 

Paramount,  20th  Century-Fox  and 
Loew’s,  who  are  the  only  majors  in  Ger- 
many, apparently  will  continue  with  Ber- 
lin as  the  center  of  operations  reducing 
Prague  to  a branch  office  status.  20th 
Century-Fox  already  has  replaced  its  man 
there  with  Rolf  Urban  who  was  formerly 
the  sales  manager  for  Czechoslovakia. 

Warner  finds  itself  in  a comfortable  po- 
sition due  to  the  fact  it  was  the  only 
major  company  that  distributed  through 
a franchise  holder.  When  the  contract 
expired  some  months  ago  it  was  reported 
Warner  would  open  its  own  office.  Events 
moved  quickly  and  settled  the  issue. 

Korda  Parts  Production 
And  Studio  Operation 

London — ^Alexander  Korda  has  sepa- 
rated production  from  studio  operation  in 
the  formation  of  Alexander  Korda  Pro- 
ductions with  capitalization  at  $3,000,000. 
When  the  producer  returned  from  Holly- 
wood recently  he  said  he  would  form  a 
separate  unit  for  production  while  Lon- 
don Films  will  continue  to  operate  Den- 
ham Studios. 

Korda  retains  his  title  as  chairman  and 
managing  director  of  London  Films  and 
his  pictures  will  continue  to  be  distributed 
through  UA  in  accordance  with  his  part- 
nership contract.  Four  features  are 
planned  this  year.  He  is  slated  to  sail  for 
New  York  and  Hollywood  in  June  to  pro- 
duce the  first  of  two  there. 

Morris  Helprin,  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing representative  in  America,  is  due  to 
sail  shortly  for  his  headquarters  in  New 
York.  He  will  become  an  associate  pro- 
ducer as  soon  as  Korda  begins  production 
in  Hollywood. 

Aisner  Schedules  First 
Of  Four  French  Films 

New  York — The  first  of  four  features  to 
be  turned  out  in  the  east  by  an  indepen- 
dent French  producer  for  release  by  a ma- 
jor distributor  is  set  to  get  under  way  in 
Eastern  Service  studios  in  six  weeks  with 
Robert  Aisner,  president  of  Heraut  Films 
Corp.,  at  the  helm. 

Aisner  has  chosen  “Bricks  Without 
Straw,”  from  the  novel  by  Charles  G.  Nor- 
ris, as  his  initial  venture.  Marion  Gering 
will  direct,  with  Sylvia  Sidney  in  the  lead. 
Irwin  Shaw  will  write  the  script.  A budget 
of  $300,000,  all  French  capital,  has  been 
set. 

Balance  of  the  four  features  depends  on 
the  releasing  deal  Aisner  gets  here.  Para- 
mount is  said  to  be  interested. 
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THREE 
XEW  STARS 


EASTMAN’S  new  motion  picture  negative 
films  . . . general-purpose  Plus-X^  high- 
speed Super-XX^  ultra-fine-grain  Back- 
ground-X  . . . add  highly  dependable  per- 
formance to  extraordinary  special  abili- 
ties. Their  instant  acceptance  and  con- 
stantly wider  use  by  the  industry  mark 
them  as  today’s  outstanding  raw-film  stars. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN  Plus~X . . . 
Super-XX  • • • Background-X 


1 


Silverstone  Denies 
Goldwyn  Accord , 

Hollywood — “No  plans  have  been  made 
or  even  thought  about”  on  a settlement 
of  the  litigation  between  Samuel  Goldwyn 
and  UA,  Mamuce  Silverstone,  ranking 
executive  officer  of  the  company  states. 
His  presence  here,  plus  that  of  Charles 
Schwartz,  who  will  defend  UA  in  the 
action  if  and  when  it  comes  to  trial,  has 
led  to  speculation  whether  this  is  not  the 
purpose  of  his  trip. 

Silverstone,  however,  states  he  is  here 
in  connection  with  the  company’s  1939-40 
lineup.  He  is  silent  on  reports  about  Selz- 
nick  International. 


Goldwyn  Attorneys  Transfer 
Case  to  Federal  Court 

New  York — Claiming  “diversity  of  citi- 
zenship” of  the  parties  involved  in  the 
action  brought  by  Samuel  Goldwyn  against 
UA.  the  latter’s  attorneys  have  succeeded 
in  transferring  the  case  from  the  state 
supreme  court  to  federal  com-t,  thereby 
obtaining  an  automatic  extension  of  35 
days  for  filing  of  answers.  Tlie  order  per- 
mitting the  transfer  was  signed  by  Jus- 
tice Charles  B.  McLaughlin.  Goldwyn  seeks 
to  have  his  current  exclusive  contract  with 
UA  substituted  with  a non-exclusive  re- 
leasing pact  entered  into  some  years  ago. 


United  Artists  Month" 

Set  April  23-May  20 

New  York — UA  is  out  to  establish  an  all- 
time  record  for  playdates  to  climax  its 
20th  anniversary  celebration.  To  this  end, 
Harry  L.  Gold,  eastern  sales  manager,  and 
Jack  Schlaifer,  heading  western  sales,  have 
designated  the  period  from  April  23  through 
May  20  as  “United  Artists  Month.” 

As  a feature  of  the  drive,  individual 
celebrations  are  being  planned  in  each  of 
the  company’s  exchanges  around  the  coun- 
try. Exhibitors  who  participate  will  sign 
a “20  Golden  Years  Register”  which  later 
will  be  placed  in  UA’s  permanent  archives, 
it  is  said. 

For  the  sales  force,  a merit  badge  goes 
to  every  man  achieving  a 100  per  cent 
record  in  playdates  for  the  year  ending 
June  30.  The  badge  is  of  gold  and  was 
specially  designed  by  Montgomery  Mel- 
bourne, well-known  sculptor. 

To  give  the  selling  campaign  added  im- 
petus, Murray  Silverstone,  head  of  world- 
wide operations,  points  to  the  fact  the 
company  will  make  available  to  exhibitors 
$10,000,000  worth  of  product. 


10-Minute  Health  Short 
Gratis  to  Theatres 

Buffalo — Following  the  showing  of 
“New  Day,”  a 10-minute  short  dealing 
with  the  use  of  serum  treatment  for  pre- 
vention of  deaths  by  pneumonia,  the  local 
MPTO  is  advising  exhibitors  to  get  in 
touch  with  M.  Gueth,  secretary,  for  gratis 
showings  in  theatres,  or  Dr.  Langmuir  and 
Dr.  Blum  of  the  Albany  State  Department 
of  Health. 


As  Lite  Begins — 

“To  Thomas  Patrick  Mulrooney, 
Esquire  (also  Look,  Pic  aiid  Digest) 

071  the  occasion  of  his  4:0th  birthday, 
March  24,  1939,”  is  how  the  message 
that  accompanied  the  above  reads. 
Also  this  poem: 

“Life  Begins,  etc.,” 

We  thought  of  getting  Western  U 
To  sing  a Birthday  Song  to  you 
But  ah  me!  Alas!  And-alack-a-day 
We  didn’t  like  what  they  had  to  say. 

We  thought  of  a card  from  a Gifte 
Shoppe 

Full  of  good  wishes — but  not  too  sloppy 
To  send  our  greetings  on  to  you 
Instead  of  a song  from  Western  U. 

But  the  best  they  had  wasn’t  good 
enough 

To  show  our  good  wishes — it’s  pretty 
tough 

Because,  all  that  we  really  had  to  say 
Was,  “When  are  you  going  to  raise  our 
pay?” 

The  “we”  in  the  aforementioned  jingle 
is  mostly  the  boys  and  girls  in  Tom’s  de- 
partment— UA  foreign  sales,  of  which  Tom 
is  the  head. 


Leo  Spitz  Miami  Bound 
Alter  New  York  Fabs 

New  York — After  a week  here  during 
which  he  conferred  with  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  RKO  head,  and  Nate  J.  Blum- 
berg,  president  of  Universal,  Leo  Spitz 
left  for  Miami  Friday  to  resume  his  va- 
cation on  his  yacht. 

Spitz’s  legal  firm  in  Chicago  is  repre- 
senting RKO  and  Universal  in  the  govern- 
ment action  instituted  there  against  major 
distributors  and  B&K  for  alleged  violation 
of  a 1932  consent  decree. 

Formerly  RKO  chief  executive.  Spitz 
sees  the  RKO  reorganization  plan  drag- 
ging on  because  of  several  appeals  from 
Federal  Judge  William  O.  Bondy’s  recent 
acceptance  of  provisions.  However,  no 
court  approval  has  been  given  the  di- 
rectorate recommended  by  the  Atlas  group. 

Schaefer  is  trying  to  get  away  for  a 
fishing  trip  to  Bimini,  but  pressure  of 
business  will  keep  him  on  home  grounds 
indefinitely. 


Record  Booth  Bill 
Vote  Seen  Near 

Albany — Assemblyman  Robert  Crews  of 
Brooklyn  stole  a march  on  exhibitors  and 
their  associations  by  getting  out  of  com- 
mittee, within  a week  of  its  introduction, 
his  bill  establishing  a stringent  licensing 
plan  for  all  operators  of  projection  ma- 
chines in  places  of  public  admission  in 
New  York  City,  a closed  training  appren- 
tice system,  and  a definite  requirement 
for  two  men  in  the  booth  at  all  times  of 
machine  operation. 

On  top  of  Crews’  achievement  in  ob- 
taining a favorable  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  city  of  New  York  without 
a hearing,  he  rapidly  advanced  the  meas- 
ure to  third  reading.  This  should  as- 
sure a vote  on  which  every  assemblyman 
is  recorded.  Crews  was  confident  the 
“ayes”  would  prevail  in  the  lower  house. 

For  several  years,  two-men-in-a-booth 
bills  have  died  in  committee,  which  meant 
that  the  state  federation  of  labor  and 
other  union  organizations  did  not  know 
how  individual  legislators  stood  on  the 
proposal.  This  year,  assemblymen,  espe- 
cially from  New  York  City,  are  on  the 
spot.  They  may  be  “burned”  if  they  cast 
ballots  against  a measure  strongly  sup- 
ported by  organized  labor.  Representa- 
tives from  upstate  cities  may,  at  the  same 
time,  feel  they  can  vote  affirmatively 
without  incurring  the  outspoken  displeas- 
ure of  local  theatre  owners  and  others. 

This  Crews  bill,  more  specific  and  more 
biting,  affects  only  New  York  City.  The 
other  Crews-Phelps  projectionist  act  ap- 
plies to  all  first-class  cities.  It  has,  by 
the  way,  been  amended  to  exclude  opera- 
tors employed  by  state  departments.  The 
health  department  registered  strong  ob- 
jection to  the  Crews-Phelps  act  unless 
its  operators  and  those  of  other  state 
units  were  exempted. 

Chain  Tax  Bill  Dies 

Theatre  circuits  will  do  no  more  worry- 
ing this  year  about  a chain  tax,  the  as- 
sembly taxation  committee  having  voted 
down  the  Bennett  bill.  The  measure  called 
for  an  annual  tax  on  “stores,”  including 
theatres.  The  amounts  ranged  from  $50 
for  each  unit  in  excess  of  two  and  not 
more  than  five  to  $1,000  for  each  unit 
in  excess  of  26.  The  bill  found  little  sup- 
port among  legislators,  according  to  re- 
ports. 

The  Garcia-Rivera,  Schwartz  and  sev- 
eral other  bills  regulating  fee-charging 
agencies  went  down  in  the  slaughter  of 
proposals  before  the  rules  committee  took 
charge  of  legislation  in  the  assembly.  The 
Ostertag  bill  (Print  No.  1756),  which  does 
not  exempt  agencies  controlled  directly  or 
indirectly  by  theatre  chains  with  at  least 
20  outlets,  survived.  This  was  not  buried 
because  it  provides  no  appropriation  for 
enforcement.  The  others  called  for  ap- 
propriations ranging  up  to  $40,000.  A new 
measure  specifically  regulating  theatrical 
agencies  and  bureaus,  and  full  of  “bite,” 
was  introduced  by  Assemblyman  Breitbart 
after  the  other  bills  had  been  killed. 


k 


58 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  25,  1939 


Universal  Officers 
All  Are  Renamed 

New  York — J.  Cheever  Cowdin  was  re- 
elected chairman  of  the  board  of  Univer- 
sal, and  Nate  J. 

Blumberg,  president, 
at  the  annual  board 
meeting  held  early 
in  the  week.  Other 
officers  continued  for 
another  year  are 
William  A.  Scully, 
vice  - president  and 
general  sales  man- 
ager; Matthew  Fox, 
vice-president:  Sam 
Machnovitch,  trea- 
surer and  assistant  J-  cheevek  cowdin 
secretary;  Peyton  Gibson,  secretary;  J. 
Ludwig,  assistant  treasurer;  Charles  D. 
Prutzman,  vice-president  and  general 
counsel.  Prutzman  was  elected  a director 
at  the  annual  stockholders’  meeting  in 
Wilmington  the  week  before. 

Scully  is  planning  three  regional  sales 
meetings,  starting  the  middle  of  April. 

The  first  session  will 
be  held  in  the  east. 
Salesmen,  dis- 
trict  and  division 
sales  heads  and 
branch  managers 
will  attend  the  re- 
gionals. 

William  J.  Heine- 
man,  western  sales 
manager,  returned 
the  latter  part  of 
the  week  from  a tour 
NATE  J.  BEIJMBEKG  of  all  his  offices.  He 
had  been  gone  several  weeks.  Maurice  A. 
Wally,  independent  realtor,  now  is  on  a 
tour  of  Kansas  City,  Omaha  and  Indian- 
apolis in  the  interest  of  Universal,  which 
plans  new  exchange  buildings  in  those 
centers.  He  recently  closed  for  a site  in 
Kansas  City  and  is  working  on  leases  in 
the  other  two  cities. 

"Eagle  and  the  Hawk" 
Reissue  Date  Is  Set 

New  York  — Paramount  is  reissuing 
“The  Eagle  and  the  Hawk”  nationally 
with  a tentative  date  set  for  mid-April  at 
the  Rialto.  The  picture  was  made  in  1933 
with  Fredric  March,  Cary  Grant,  Jack 
Oakie  and  Carole  Lombard  in  the  cast. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  publicity  and  ad- 
vertising head  for  Paramount,  arrives 
from  the  coast  Monday  for  homeoffice 
conferences  and  is  expected  to  return  west 
over  the  weekend  with  Stanton  Griffis, 
Barney  Balaban  and  Neil  F.  Agnew. 

"Prison  Without  Bars" 
Scores  New  Records 

Albany — Warner’s  Ritz  here,  Avon  in 
Utica  and  Regent,  Elmira,  are  shattering 
one  or  more  former  records  with  “Pris- 
on Without  Bars,”  Moe  Silver,  Warner 
Albany  zone  manager,  has  advised  UA’s 
home  office. 


Ohio  RKO  Chain  Gross 
Ahead  of  Last  Year's 

New  York — RKO’s  theatre  business  in 
Ohio  is  25  to  30  per  cent  ahead  of  last 
year  since  the  first  of  the  year,  Nat  Holt, 
division  manager,  told  Boxoffice  on  his 
visit  to  the  home  office.  Holt  contends 
business  in  general  has  picked  up  in  Cleve- 
land, which  accounts  for  the  good  show- 
ing of  his  circuit. 

Kay  Kyser  and  his  band  broke  all 
records  at  the  Cleveland  Palace  last  week 
by  7,000  admissions.  Holt  states.  With 
“Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter”  as  the  film 
fare,  the  combination  drew  90,000  people 
and  Holt  estimates  approximately  15,000 
were  turned  away.  Tony  Martin  is  booked 
for  a personal  appearance  starting  March 
31.  Ai'tie  Shaw  goes  in  Easter  Week  and 
Larry  Clinton  and  his  orchestra.  Holy 
Week. 

No  decision  on  a successor  to  Charles 
W.  Koerner,  New  England  district  man- 
ager, has  been  made  by  John  J.  O’Con- 
nor, vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  RKO  circuit.  Koerner  on  April  1 
assumes  charge  of  west  coast  operations, 
succeeding  Jack  Gross,  who  joins  Univer- 
sal as  business  manager  of  westerns  and 
serials  under  Cliff  Work. 


Two  Subsidiaries  of  RKO 
Report  1938  Profit  Drop 

New  York — Two  RKO  theatre  sub- 
sidiaries reported  a substantial  drop  in 
net  profits  for  1938  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

KAO  and  its  subsidiaries  dropped  off 
$403,891.81  when  the  report  for  1938 
showed  net  profits  of  $996,995.90,  after  all 
charges,  which  is  equivalent  to  $15.50  a 
share  on  the  outstanding  64,304  seven  per 
cent  cumulative  preferred.  For  1937,  this 
company  showed  a net  profit  of  $1,300,- 
887.71,  equivalent  to  $20.23  a share. 

B.  F.  Keith  Corp.  and  subsidiaries 
dropped  off  $290,617.32  for  1938  when  the 
net  profit  of  $752,011.05  was  reported  for 
1938,  after  all  charges,  as  compared  with 
$1,042,628.37  for  1937. 


New  York  RKO  Branch 
Up  From  15th  to  5th  Place 

New  York — Bob  Wolff  and  his  New 
York  exchange  came  up  from  15th  place 
to  fifth  in  the  sixth  week  of  the  RKO  drive 
for  George  J.  Schaefer.  E.  A.  Lamb,  man- 
ager of  Seattle,  is  now  in  fourth  place, 
while  Charles  Boasberg,  who  has  won  two 
drives  in  succession,  holds  third  spot.  J. 
Sharkey  of  Detroit  is  ahead  of  all  com- 
petitors, while  Barney  Pitkin,  manager  of 
New  Haven,  is  second. 

Leon  Britton,  head  of  the  office  in  China, 
leads  the  foreign  parade.  Carl  Wallman 
of  Sweden  is  second,  Dan  Greenhouse  of 
the  Philippine  Islands,  third;  Otto  Sonne- 
feld,  manager  of  what  once  was  Czecho- 
slovakia, fom-th. 


Jules  Levy  West 

New  York — Jules  Levy,  RKO  general 
sales  manager,  is  on  his  way  to  the  coast 
where  he  will  confer  with  studio  officials. 
Levy  is  stopping  over  at  Chicago  and  on 
his  return  will  visit  a number  of  ex- 
changes. 


Earlij  Television 
Start  by  NBC 

New  York — NBC  has  already  begun  pre- 
views of  television  programs  to  familiarize 
its  production  staff  with  latest  technical 
facilities  when  regular  public  service  is 
launched  April  30  coincident  with  the 
opening  of  the  World’s  Fair.  The  preview 
programs,  which  are  not  being  broadcast, 
are  being  run  off  four  afternoons  a week. 

Tire  local  staff  has  been  augmented 
with  17  television  technicians.  Extensive 
alterations  have  been  made  at  the  trans- 
mitters in  the  Empire  State  Bldg.,  and 
studio  equipment  at  Radio  City  has  also 
been  completely  rebuilt  with  an  entirely 
new  system  of  lighting. 

Patented  Device  Utilizes 
Present  Radio  Receivers 

New  York — A device  claimed  to  utilize 
present  radio  receivers  for  television  re- 
ception is  divulged  by  Wald  Radio  & Tele- 
vision Laboratories. 

The  company  states  it  owns  a patent 
that  permits  the  sending  of  programs  over 
himdreds  of  miles  of  mixed  frequencies 
without  any  necessity  for  costly  relay  sta- 
tions. Attachment  of  this  new  equipment 
to  radio  sets  is  said  to  make  possible  rapid 
conversion  into  television  receivers,  while 
the  patent,  not  described,  is  claimed  to 
eliminate  “booster”  stations  due  to  the 
hitherto  limited  sending  range  of  50  miles 
from  the  point  of  broadcast  origin. 

Still  another  new  idea  for  television 
transmission  that  is  said  to  enable  use  of 
the  present  broadcast  band  on  radio  re- 
ceivers would  make  possible  as  many  tele- 
vision programs  to  be  on  the  air  as  there 
are  radio  broadcasts  going  out  at  present. 

Sale  of  Notes  to  Raise 
Finances  at  duMont 

New  York — Allen  B.  duMont  Labora- 
tories, whose  television  system  recently 
passed  to  Paramount,  shortly  will  seek 
additional  working  capital  through  the  sale 
of  an  issue  of  notes  to  stockholders,  Wall 
St.  sources  declare. 

The  company  is  said  to  have  closed  an 
agreement  with  Lehman  Bros,  and  Hemp- 
hill, Noyes  & Co.,  banking  firms,  to  un- 
derwrite the  offering.  Stockholders  will 
have  prior  subscription  rights,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  which  include  approval 
of  the  program,  it  is  said. 

Proceeds  presumably  will  be  used  to  ex- 
pand duMont’s  television  activities.  A spe- 
cial meeting  will  be  called  shortly  at 
which  stockholders’  approval  of  the  notes 
and  underwriting  will  be  sought. 


Back  to  Park 

Buffalo — Ephraim  Bettigole,  former 
manager  of  the  Kenmore,  Kenmore,  and 
for  the  past  two  years  managing  the  Em- 
pire and  Rivoli,  Syracuse,  for  the  Fitzer 
interests,  has  returned  to  Buffalo  to  be- 
come manager  of  the  Central  Park,  north 
end  community  house,  operated  by  Konc- 
zakowski  Theatres. 
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LICHTMAN,  who  has  been  in  town 
since  Thursday,  plans  to  head  back 
to  the  coast  Monday  night  . . . Arthur 
Gottlieb  of  DuArt  Labs.,  is  sunning  him- 
self in  Miami  and  from  there  probably 
will  go  to  Hollywood  . . . Sol  A.  Rosenblatt 
returns  from  abi’oad,  Wednesday  . . . A.  J. 
Cronin's  latest  novel,  “Vigil  in  the  Night,” 
has  been  acquired  by  RKO  for  Carole 
Lombard  . . . Lou  Kaufman  is  another 
Warnerite  who  prefers  his  fish  at  the  G. 
R.  Clam  House  . . . Matthew  Fox  is  due 
from  the  coast  in  the  next  few  w'eeks  . . . 
Jim  Finney  of  Hal  Horne’s  staff  is  re- 
covering from  an  illness  at  Beth  Israel 
Hospital  . . . H.  M.  Richey  addressed  Al- 
lied of  New  York  upstate  exhibitors  at 
Syracuse,  Thursday  . . . Nat  Wolf,  War- 
ner Cleveland  zone  manager,  is  mourning 
the  loss  of  his  mother  . . . James  A.  Fitz- 
patrick. the  Travel  Talk  producer  for 
M-G-M,  returned  to  the  coast  from  Chi- 
cago without  visiting  his  New  York  office. 

Jack  Tuoghy,  Paramount  upstate  sales- 
man, has  decided  to  take  the  big  step  in 
May  with  Dorothy  Corbett  the  lucky  gal 
. . . C.  C.  Moskountz  and  Marvm  Schenck 
finally  made  their  film  debut  the  other 
day  when  they  signed  Two-Ton  Galento 
for  a p.  a.  for  the  State.  The  oddity  there- 
in is  that  the  M-G-M  newsreel,  in  which 
they  appeared,  played  the  Loew  circuit 
for  the  short  half  of  the  week,  in  other 
words  two  days  . . . James  Roosevelt, 
Louis  Nizer,  Dr.  Nelson  P.  Mead  and  Dr. 
Bernard  Revel  will  be  speakers  at  a din- 
ner to  be  held  April  2 at  the  Astor  for 
refugee  students  at  Yeshiva  College.  W . G. 
Van  Schmus  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
sponsormg  the  dimier,  which  includes  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  Jack  Alicoate,  Jack  Cohn,  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Abe  Montague, 
C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Nizer,  John  J.  O’Connor, 


To  the  West  Coast — 

Charles  W.  Koerner,  long  district 
manager  for  RKO  Theatres  in  Bos- 
ton who  goes  to  Los  Angeles  shortly 
after  the  first  of  month  to  take  over 
the  division  handled  by  Jack  Gross. 
The  latter  joins  the  Universal  studio. 


Reunion  in  Transit — 

Sam  Eckman,  Metro  British  head,  re- 
news acquauitance  with  Harry  Miller, 
New  York  salesman,  as  the  special 
rolls  on  to  Leo’s  Chicago  convention 
lair. 


Martin  Quigley,  William  F.  Rodgers,  J. 
Robert  Rubin,  George  J.  Schaefer,  Grad- 
well  L.  Sears.  Murray  Silverstone,  George 
P.  Skouras,  Spyros  Skouras  and  Red  Kami. 

Notes  from  a matchstick  cover:  Cock- 
tails with  the  horror  man,  Bela  Lugosi,  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  Lugosi  is  now 
on  the  Queen  Mary  bound  for  London  to 
appear  in  an  Argyle  production,  "Dark 
Eyes  of  London,”  an  Edgar  Wallace  thril- 
ler. He  returns  on  the  Aquitania,  April  15. 
The  news  of  which  prompted  Walter  Mar- 
shall, Daily  Mirror  newshawk,  to  inquire 
jokingly,  “Does  it  take  a week  to  make  a 
picture?”  “No,”  answered  Lugosi  ser- 
iously, “two  w'eeks.”  Tlien  Marshall  and 
Lugosi  compared  their  matrimonial  ex- 
periences and  discovered  that  each  was 
married  exactly  four  times  with  the  last 
one  the  happiest.  Incidentally,  Lugosi  is 
a pleasant  Hungarian  with  a gay  sense  of 
humor.  He’s  under  contract  with  Universal 
for  eight  pictures. 

Sir  Adrian  Baillie  and  his  wife,  and  Noel 
Coward  were  among  the  passengers  who 
sailed  on  the  Queen  Mary  . . . Mrs.  Leslie 
Howard  and  daughter  were  among  the  ar- 
rivals this  week.  They  left  over  the  week- 
end to  join  Howard  on  the  coast  ...  At 
the  RKO  employes  annual  dance  at  the 
Astor  were  the  following:  S.  Barret  Mc- 
Cormick, Leo  Spitz,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
William  Mallard,  Leon  Goldberg,  Fred 
Meyers,  Johnny  O’Conner,  Malcolm 
Kingsberg.  Jules  Levy  and  William  Clark 
...  A big  smile  from  George  Skouras  in 
the  Paramount  lobby  who  reminds  your 
reporter  if  he  found  any  customers  for 
some  of  his  theatres. 

Grace  Fischler,  secretary  to  Monroe 
Greenthal  at  UA  for  the  past  two  years, 
has  left  the  company.  In  fact,  she  has 
left  the  country.  Grace  has  departed 
these  shores  for  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia, 
where  she  is  to  become  Mrs.  Frederick 
Russell-Smith.  Mimi  Tucker  replaces  her. 
The  usual  farewell  cocktail  party  was  at 
Tony’s.  Participating  were  A1  Margolies, 
Manny  Silverstone,  Harry  Kosiner,  How- 
ard Le  Sieur,  Greenthal,  Tess  Michaels, 
Samuel  Cohen,  Dee  Lowrance,  Lola  Wour- 


sell,  David  Parry,  Edith  Prigozy,  Virginia 
Morris,  Burt  Champion,  Arthur  Jeffrey, 
Joseph  Gould,  Louise  Phesay,  Betty  Gold- 
smith and  Morton  Frankel.  Grace  also 
received  a check  as  a wedding  gift  . . . Mrs. 
Y.  Frank  Freeman,  in  from  the  coast,  has 
been  visiting  friends  all  week.  In  a few 
days  she  departs  for  Atlanta  to  stay  a 
few  days  with  her  mother.  Then  back  to 
Hollywood  . . . Walter  Reade  has  taken 
the  advice  of  the  electric  company  and 
has  invested  in  some  new,  beautiful  and 
very  illuminating  lamps  . . . Harry  Brandt 
is  also  sprucing  up  with  the  carpenters 
going  over  his  office  in  the  Globe  Theatre 
Building. 

Proud  as  peacocks  are  Columbia  and 
Jimmy  Sileo,  whose  daughter,  Gloria,  was 
in  the  spotlight  in  the  "We,  the  People” 
radio  show  to  tell  of  her  experiences  as 
"post-office”  for  Loyalist  soldiers  in  the 
Spanish  civil  war  . . . Ben  Schwalb,  pro- 
ducer and  director  of  sports  shorts  for 
Columbia,  has  resigned  . . . Paul  Lazarus 
sr.,  prefers  his  luncheon  eggs  in  Childs  . . . 
Walter  Gould  has  been  sleeping  on  a 
wooden  planks  for  the  past  few  weeks.  His 
doctor  says  he  has  a postural  condition 
. . . Walter  Futter  flew  in  from  the  coast 
the  other  day  on  an  important  deal  . . . 
James  R.  Grainger  and  Jack  Bellman  are 
back  from  Boston  and  New  Haven,  where 
they  have  been  visiting  Republic  franchise 
holders. 

Manny  Silverstone  is  a daddy  for  the 
second  time,  the  new-born  being  a girl, 
eight  pounds,  no  ounces.  Mrs.  Silver- 
stone was  at  Lenox  Hill  Hospital  when  the 
news  came.  Among  the  first  to  hear  it 
was  Monroe  Greenthal,  who  lost  $5  on  a 
bet  that  it  would  be  a boy.  In  fact, 
Manny  collected  $60  in  all  on  similar 
bets,  including  $25  from  brother  Murray, 


J 


Big  Outdoor  Men — 

Or  what  a eouple  of  film  men  look 
like  on  a bobsled.  Monroe  Greenthal, 
exploitation  bigwig  at  UA,  and  James 
A.  Mulvey,  eastern  representative  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  at  Lake  Plaeid.  Mul- 
vey is  steering. 
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who  got  a straight  wire  on  the  coast  to 
that  effect.  Sammy  Cohen  was  pretty 
happy  about  the  whole  thing.  He  claims 
he  was  the  “shatkin”  that  brought  Mil- 
dred and  Manny  together.  That’s  why 
Manny  gave  him  two  cigars  instead  of 
one.  Before  the  news  was  two  hours  old, 
the  “boys”  took  Manny  over  to  Lindy’s 
and  fed  him.  Harry  Buckley,  Harry  Gold, 
A1  Margolies,  Herb  Jadeiker,  Myer  Beck, 
Harry  Kosiner,  Louis  Berg  and  Greenthal 
paid  their  own  checks. 

When  Earle  Hammons  stopped  in  Chi- 
cago en  route  to  the  home  office  from 
Hollywood,  he  decided  to  stay  a little 
longer  than  he  intended  and  switched 
trains  from  the  Commodore  Vanderbilt  to 
the  20th  Century.  He’ll  never  forget  it, 
either.  Because  when  he  and  everyone 
else  on  the  Century  got  out  of  their  berths 
to  prepare  for  disembarking  at  Grand 
Terminal  they  had  to  remain  as  they  felt 
the  night  before.  The  water  supply  had 
leaked  out  and  there  wasn’t  any  to  wash 
with. 

Harry  A.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Fed- 
eral Research  Corp.,  has  been  meeting 
with  a group  of  district  managers  at  the 
home  office.  Attending  were : Harold 
Lund,  supervising  the  Pittsburgh,  Albany, 
Boston,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo  and 
Detroit  territories;  Walter  I,  Brown,  whose 
districts  comprise  Minneapolis,  Milwau- 
kee, Indianapolis,  Kansas  City,  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  Des  Moines  and  Omaha;  Wal- 
ter Anderson,  manager  for  Charlotte,  At- 
lanta, Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Dallas  and 
Oklahoma  City  areas;  J.  A.  Kraker,  in 
charge  of  Philadelphia,  Washington  and 
Baltimore  branches,  and  P.  X.  Miske,  E. 
Wall,  D.  A.  Ross,  C.  B.  Ross  and  R.  E. 
Ross  of  the  home  office. 

Carl  Kreuger,  Paramount  exploiteer, 
had  two  wisdom  teeth  yanked  the  other 
day  . . . Beulah  Livingstone  is  handling 
publicity  for  Film  Alliance,  the  new  com- 
pany recently  formed  by  Harry  Brandt 
and  Nat  Wachsberger  for  distribution  of 
12  British  and  French  films  in  this  coun- 
try . . . Merle  Oberon  is  due  from  the 
coast  Tuesday  and  sails  the  following  day 
on  the  Normandie  for  England. 

George  Seed  has  had  such  great  suc- 
cess with  his  series  of  jitterbugs  at  the 
Colonial,  Utica,  a Morse  & Rothenberg 
house,  that  he  visited  Filmrow  the  other 
day  on  a hunt  for  vaudeville  acts  to  fol- 
low the  second  series  of  the  dance  con- 
test . . . M.  L.  Simons,  who  edits  The  Dis- 
tributor for  M-G-M,  returns  from  Chi- 
cago Monday  . , . Howard  Dietz,  Si  Sead- 
ler  and  Pete  Smith  were  among  those  who 
flew  in  Wednesday,  others  making  the  re- 
turn from  the  convention  by  rail  . . . O. 
Henry  Briggs  has  acquired  an  additional 
6,194  options  on  Monogram  stock  for 
Pathe  Film. 

Billy  Brandt  says  the  Flatbush, 
Brooklyn,  grossed  about  $12,000  the  first 
week  vyith  vaudeville,  but  no  plans  have 
been  developed  to  extend  the  idea  in  other 
houses  in  the  circuit  . . . Cresson  E.  Smith, 
RKO  vjestern  and  southern  sales  man- 
ager, is  in  St.  Louis  as  part  of  a tour  of 
midwest  exchanges  . . . Bobby  Breen  will 
be  a guest  on  Eddie  Cantor’s  radio  pro- 
gram Monday  night  . . . Mike  Hof  fay,  pub- 
licist in  the  RKO  foreign  department,  was 
home  with  the  grippe  for  a few  days  . . . 
Nat  Cohn  of  the  Columbia  Cohn  clan  is 


sporting  a Miami  tan  around  Filmrow  . . . 
Walter  Branson  and  Harry  Michaelson 
are  visiting  the  far  west  RKO  exchanges 
on  behalf  of  the  George  J.  Schaefer  drive, 
then  back  east,  via  the  south. 

AI  Margolies  is  mourning  the  loss  of  an 
eye-tooth.  But  he’s  not  ungrateful  for  the 
way  his  face  swelled  up  since  the  yanking. 
Says  it  makes  him  look  fatter  . . . The 
New  Yorker  phoned  Tom  Waller’s  secre- 
tary for  some  information  and  almost 
caused  a mathematical  riot.  The  ques- 
tion was:  “How  long  does  it  take  to  run 
three  feet  of  film?”  . . . Bill  Howard  of 
RKO’s  vaudeville  booking  office  is  sing- 
ing the  praises  of  Frank  Pay’s  variety 
show  . . . W.  H.  Auden,  Christopher  Isher- 
wood  and  Louis  MacNeice  will  speak  on 
“Modern  Trends  in  English  Poetry  and 
Prose”  before  the  League  of  American 
Writers  at  a Poets’  Symposium  at  the 
Keynote  Club,  April  6, 

Jack  Bellman,  Republic  district  man- 
ager, is  back  from  a tour  of  New  England 
exchanges  . . . Betty  Field,  stage  actress, 
has  arrived  on  the  Paramount  lot  and  is 
now  working  on  “What  a Life”  . . . Dor- 
othy Stickney,  another  promment  Broad- 
way player,  is  on  the  same  lot  and  in  the 
same  picture  . . . Frank  J.  A.  McCarthy, 
easterii  sales  manager  for  Universal,  is 
cruising  and  vacationing,  but  will  be  back 
in  town  for  the  first  of  the  three  regional 
sessiojis  . . . Arthur  S.  Dickinson  of  the 
Hays  office  was  in  Wilmington  during  the 
week  as  a member  of  the  committee  draft- 
ing recommendations  covering  safety  of 
shipments  in  transit  ...  Ad  Schulberg  is 
on  her  way  home  from  France  after  visit- 
ing Danielle  Darrieux. 

Rose  Drucker,  secretary  to  Roger  Ferri, 
is  gradually  regaining  her  voice.  It  all 


happened  late  Friday  night  when  she  was 
walking  on  her  way  to  her  residence  on 
88th  street  near  the  Drive.  A man  who 
was  lurking  in  the  shadows  started  to  fol- 
low her  and  then  walked  up  and  grabbed 
her  purse.  He  hopped  on  a motorcycle 
where  an  accomplice  was  waiting  and  fled. 
Miss  Drucker  was  so  frightened  she 
screamed.  That’s  why  the  voice  is  weak. 
Total  loss:  one  week’s  wages  plus  addi- 
tional cash  and  a pair  of  glasses  . . . Irv- 
ing Maas,  in  charge  of  foreign  service 
operations  for  20th  Century-Pox,  is  re- 
cuperating from  a minor  operation  at  St, 
Vincent’s  Hospital  . . . Sir  Gordon  Craig, 
general  manager  of  British  Movietone, 
and  R.  Sutton  Dawes,  director  of  sales  for 
20th  Century-Fox,  Ltd.,  are  here  for  the 
domestic  sales  convention.  Also  Leo  Bran- 

(Continued  on  page  60-D) 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Discussion,  Serious  and  Otherwise — 

It  was  at  a cocktail  party  given  for  Irene  Dunne  by  W.  G.  Van  Sclnnus, 
managing  director  of  the  Music  Hall.  Above,  George  J.  Schaefer,  president 
of  RKO,  in  conversation — serious — with  Pandro  Berman,  who  heads  that 
company’s  studio.  Below,  Cresson  E.  Smith,  southern  and  western  sales 
manager,  seems  to  be  emphasizing  a point — not  so  seriously — by  finger  up- 
raised and  pointing.  Listening  to  him,  left  to  right,  are  Fred  Meyers,  assist- 
ant to  John  J.  O’Connor,  general  theatre  operator  for  RKO,  who  stands 
next  to  Meyers.  Next  to  O’Connor  is  E.  L.  McEvoy,  RKO’s  eastern  sales 
manager  and  Smith’s  “traditional”  enemy. 
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Panoplied  Premiere 
For  "Dodge  City" 

Dodge  City,  Kas. — This  city  will  go 
Hollywood  for  the  premiere  of  “Dodge 
City.”  There  wUl  be  at  least  16  Warner 
stars  and  players  on  hand  for  the  four- 
theatre  opening  of  the  picture,  in  addition 
to  a large  contingent  of  newspaper,  syndi- 
cate and  trade  paper  writers  and  editors 
from  New  York,  Hollywood  and  points 
between.  Special  excursion  trains  will 
converge  on  this  city  which  is  prepared  to 
set  up  tents  to  accommodate  visitors  un- 
able to  find  other  lodging. 

NBC  will  have  90  blue  and  red  network 
stations  hooked  up  from  8 to  8:30  p.  m., 
April  1,  the  night  of  the  gala  festivities 
and  there  wiU  be  a rodeo,  a music  festival 
and  street  parade  preceding  the  screening. 

Studio  and  home  office  executives  of 
Warners  are  making  no  effort  to  dodge 
the  “Dodge  City”  event.  The  lineup  in- 
cludes Harry  M.  Warner,  president;  Hal 
B.  Wallis  and  S.  Charles  Einfeld,  coming 
on  from  Hollywood  with  Errol  Flynn; 
Olivia  de  HavUland,  Ann  Sheridan,  Bruce 
Cabot,  Guinn  Williams,  Victor  Jory,  Alan 
Hale,  Frank  McHugh,  Marlene  Dietrich, 
Hugh  Herbert,  Leo  Carrillo.  Gradwell  L. 
Sears  will  top  the  sales  contingent  from 
New  York. 

Governor  Ratner  of  Kansas  has  invited 
governors  from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Colo- 
rado, Nebraska  and  Missouri  to  be  on 
hand.  Through  a tieup  of  the  Globe,  a 
contest  will  be  held  for  selection  of  the 
Queen  of  Dodge  City  and  the  winner  will 
officiate  throughout  the  varied  program 
during  the  big  day. 


Warner  Rushing  Release  of 
"Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy" 

Hollywood — Galvanized  into  action  by 
developments  in  Europe,  Warner  is  rush- 
ing the  release  of  “Confessions  of  a Nazi 
Spy”  and  now  plans  to  open  it  at  the 
Strand  immediately  after  the  close  of 
“Dodge  City”  which  goes  in  Easter  Week. 
Already  confident  “Confessions”  will  have 
a lengthy  run,  although  Warner  execu- 
tives frankly  declare  they  have  no  way  of 
attempting  to  figure  its  actual  duration,  it 
has  also  been  decided  to  reopen  the  long- 
darkened  Hollywood  Theatre  up  Broadway 
from  the  Capitol  with  “Juarez”  when  the 
World’s  Fair  officially  throws  back  its 
gates.  The  film  is  now  in  14  reels  and 
may  be  released  in  two  parts. 

The  “Dodge  City”  date,  plus  a forthcom- 
ing James  Cagney-George  Raft,  “Each 
Dawn  I Die,”  is  complicating  release 
schedules  for  the  Warner  organization. 
This  is  the  reason  leading  into  the  book- 
ing of  “Dack  Victory”  at  the  Music  Hall 
some  time  in  April.  The  date  hinges  on 
“The  Castles,”  new  Astaire-Rogers,  with 
April  13  or  20  a tossup. 


Lichtman  in  N,  Y. 

New  York — A1  Lichtman  is  here  from 
Hollywood,  after  attending  the  Chicago 
convention,  for  conferences  with  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew’s. 


Argosy  on  Wheels — 

Some  of  the  handiwork  of  Metro’s 
cameraman  as  the  convention  special 
rolled  from  New  York  toward  Chi- 
cago. This  is  one  of  Leo’s  ads  for  its 
shorts.  The  unconscious  actor  is  not 
identified. 


Maurice  Goodman  Rites 
Are  Held  in  New  York 

New  York — Funeral  services  for  Mau- 
rice Goodman,  former  vice-president  and 
general  counsel  of  Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corp.,  were  held  here.  During  the  last 
ten  years,  he  practiced  law  privately  and 
handled  the  business  of  many  theatrical 
enterprises.  He  was  55. 

Goodman  became  general  counsel  for 
the  old  B.  F.  Keith  circuit  in  1906  and, 
after  its  merger  in  1928,  vice-president 
and  general  counsel  for  ELAO. 

In  1929  he  resigned  as  vice-president 
and  general  counsel,  but  remained  on  the 
board.  In  1931  he  was  named  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee  of  Columbia,  but 
vacated  the  office  a few  years  later.  In 
1933  he  was  selected  as  a member  of  the 
stockholders’  protective  committee  during 
the  RKO  reorganization.  He  was  counsel 
for  the  Trans-Lux  Corp.  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  Mrs.  Adele 
Flato  Goodman;  a daughter,  Susan  M. 
Goodman;  two  sons,  Maurice  jr.,  and 
Walter  F.  Goodman,  and  a sister,  Minnie. 


More  Changes  in 
Government  Snit 

New  York — George  J.  Schaefer,  Dr.  A. 
H.  Gianntni  and  Lloyd  Wright  are  dis- 
missed as  defendants  in  the  government’s 
anti-trust  suit,  through  a motion  signed 
by  Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandelbaum. 
They  were  served  originally  as  directors  of 
United  Artists.  Schaefer,  who  joined 
RKO  after  the  suit  was  filed,  undoubted- 
ly will  be  named  a defendant  with  that 
company.  Paramount  News  also  is  elimi- 
nated as  a defendant. 

Federal  Judge  Bondy  has  ordered  the 
government  to  serve  United  Artists  with  a 
bill  of  particulars  by  May  23,  and  UA  to 
make  reply  within  20  days  after  receipt 
of  the  bill.  Charles  Schwartz,  Emanuel 
Silverstone,  James  Roosevelt  and  Theo- 
dore Caruso  have  been  substituted  for 
Mary  Pickford,  Charles  Chaplin,  Doug- 
las Fairbanks  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  as 
UA  defendants. 

The  government  has  substituted  Henry 
Rogers  Winthrop  for  William  A.  Phillips 
for  Loew’s.  Edwin  L.  Weisl  and  George 
L.  Bagnall  replace  Harold  A.  Fortington, 
Harry  O.  King,  Charles  A.  McCulloch  and 
Henry  Herzbrun  for  Paramount. 


For  full  details  on  developments  in  the 
government  suit  please  turn  hack  to  page 
four  of  this  issue. 


Bert  Adler  Is  Buried  at 
Rochelle  Park,  N,  J. 

New  York — Funeral  services  were  held 
from  Riverside  Chapel,  with  burial  at 
Riverside  Cemetery,  Rochelle  Park,  N.  J., 
for  Bert  Adler,  48,  who  died  at  Mount 
Sinai  Hospital  after  a month’s  illness.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  Sadie,  and  three 
sons,  Rodney,  Arthur  and  Lawrence. 

Adler  was  well  known  in  film  circles, 
having  served  as  a reporter  on  the  Boston 
Herald  and  also  on  a Plainfield  newspaper. 
His  first  film  job  was  press  agent  for  the 
old  Thanhauser  company.  He  also  had 
been  associated  with  Realart,  Warners, 
UA,  F&M,  Universal  and  Columbia.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  secretary 
in  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 


"Sifflez  En  Travaillant” 

New  York — To  be  in  the  swing  of  things,  RKO  has  graciously  released  the  na- 
tive mouthings  that  will  have  to  be  memorized  in  order  to  more  fully  appreciate 
“Blanche  Neige  et  les  Sept  Nains,”  which  opens  at  the  Waldorf,  April  8.  The  film 
used  to  be  known  as  “Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.” 

The  French  for  “Snow  White”  is  Blanche  Neige. 

For  “Grouchy,”  Grincheux. 

For  “Sneezy,”  Atchoum. 

For  “Doc,”  Prof. 

For  “Bashful,”  Timide. 

For  “Happy,”  Joyeux. 

For  “Sleepy,”  Dormeur. 

For  “Dopey,”  Simplet. 

A French  “Blanche  Neige”  will  render  “Un  Jour  Mon  Prince  Viendra,”  which 
used  to  be  known  as  “Someday  My  Prince  Will  Come,”  and  the  dwarfs  will  yodel 
“Sifflez  en  Travaillant,”  a tune  once  referred  to  as  “Whistle  While  You  Work.” 

From  this  point  on,  it’s  every  man  for  himself. 
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Today  CINECOLOR  throws  the  master 
switch  in  its  new  $250,000  Burbank  plant! 


As  motors  hum,  vats  swish  and  pulleys 
begin  their  ceaseless  chores... a vital  new  mile- 
stone is  passed. 

Now  equipped  to  add  a million  feet  each 
week  to  the  40,000,000  feet  of  its  film  being 
shown  throughout  the  world  . . . CINECOLOR 
Is  destined  to  push  on  to  greater  heights  in 
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(Continued  from  page  GO-A) 
field,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Czecho- 
slovakian office  . . . New  York  film  critics 
sporting  colds:  Prank  Nugent,  Times,  and 
Leo  Mishkin,  Morning  Telegraph. 

RKO  jottings'.  Matty  Polin,  RKO  home 
office  booker,  is  now  a benedict  and  on 
his  honeymoon.  On  March  19,  he  upped 
and  done  it,  taking  Sylvia  Baum  for  his 
better  half.  The  wedding  was  attended 
by  Nate  and  Mrs.  Blumberg,  John  and 
Mrs.  O’Connor,  Fred  and  Mrs.  Meyer,  Max 
and  Mrs.  Fellerman  and  Jim  and  Mrs. 
Brennan  . . . Arthur  Willi  is  back  from  a 
tour  of  the  cowitry  on  behalf  of  “Gate- 
imy  to  Hollywood”  talent  hunt  for  Jesse 
L.  Lasky  . . . Milton  L.  Maier,  counselor, 
leaves  April  21  for  the  coast  and  then 
sails  on  the  Lurline  for  a month’s  vaca- 
tion in  Honolulu  . . . Harry  Mosely,  an- 
other booker,  says  he  bagged  a few  quail 
on  his  recent  Georgia  vacation.  He  holds 
he  started  to  hunt  the  tailend  of  the  sea- 
son . . . Charles  MacDonald  hasn’t  de- 
cided where  to  go  for  his  vacation,  but  he 
may  visit  Scotland. 

Joe  Pincus  is  back  from  the  beaches 
that  adorn  Hollywood,  Fla.  . . . Mel  Mor- 
ganstern  of  Loew’s  is  back  from  Miami 
with  a nut  brown  complexion.  Ditto  for 
Sylvia  Sewards,  C.  C.  Moskowitz’s  secre- 
tary . . . Oscar  A.  Doob  entertained  Ward 
W.  Marsh,  film  critic  of  the  Cleveland 
Plain  Dealer,  the  other  afternoon  at  Bob 
Goldstein’s  Tavern  . . . Manny  Silverstone 
is  smoking  cigars  again  after  a long  layoff 
. . . William  Dieterle,  Warner  director,  is 
visiting  these  parts  and  stopping  at  the 
Waldorf  . . . Bob  Benchley  has  started  the 
first  of  four  M-G-M  shorts  at  Eastern 
Service  Studios  in  Astoria  . . . Norman 
Moray  is  on  his  semi-annual  swing  of 
Warner  exchanges  . . . Sam  Rosen  had  to 
cut  his  Miami  vacation  short,  being  called 
back  because  of  the  death  of  his  uncle. 

Major  Leslie  E.  Thompson  finally  made 


it.  He’s  in  Palm  Beach  for  a couple  of 
weeks,  RKO  theatre  business  and  the  Will 
Rogers  drive  notwithstanding  . . . Binnie 
Barnes  is  in  Havana.  Then  back  to  the 
coast  . . . Boris  Morros  is  back  in  Holly- 
wood. Those  plans  for  a cornpany  to  dis- 
tribute French  pictures  are  still  very 
much  alive  . . . Jack  Skirball,  production 
chief  of  Grand  National,  is  in  Hollywood 
again  and  Earle  W.  Hammons,  president 
of  the  compariy,  is  in  New  York  again. 
They  met  hi  Chicago  to  talk  over  plans 
. . . Sam  Eckman.  managing  director  for 
M-G-M  in  England,  expects  to  set  sail  for 
London  April  1. 

Harry  H.  Buxbaum  returns  from  Palm 
and  Miami  Beach  Monday  . . . Jerome 
Jackson,  former  Teddington  studio  head, 
has  returned  to  England  after  a visit  here 
. . . I.  Cremieu-Javal  of  GB  sailed  on  the 
lie  de  France  after  a vacation  here  . . . 
Jimmy  Dorsey  follows  Will  Osborne  into 
the  Strand  . . . A1  Simon  has  Listeners  Di- 
gest publishing  a few  excerpts  from  his 
book,  “Fun  on  the  Air,”  before  the  book 
comes  out  . . . Norman  Kaplan,  WHN 
photographer,  got  the  M-G-M  assignment 
to  cover  the  convention  in  Chicago  and 
did  a good  job  at  it  . . . Herbert  L.  Pet- 
tey,  director  of  WHN,  is  back  from  a 
Miami  sojourn. 

Alfred  Hitchcock  was  at  the  Roney 
Plaza,  Miami  Beach,  for  a few  days  and 
now  is  on  tour  before  returning  to  New 
York  in  a couple  of  weeks  . . . Harry  and 
Mrs.  Gold  had  Moe  and  Mrs.  Silver  and 
I.  J.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman,  at  the  Tavern 
for  dinner  the  other  night  after  which 
they  took  in  “The  Little  Foxes.”  Lester 
Krieger  had  Jimmy  Coston  in  tow  at  the 
same  place.  Others  seen  at  this  popular 
eating  place,  with  Mine  Host  Bob  Gold- 
stein hovering  pleasantly  in  the  back- 
ground: Edward  Arnold,  Beatrice  Lillie, 
Harry  Goetz  and  “Ham”  Fisher,  the  car- 
toonist; Abe  Montague,  Monroe  Greenthal, 


Harry  Buckley,  Paul  N.  Lazarus,  Milt 
Kusell,  Joe  Unger,  Arthur  Lee,  Joe  Mos- 
kowitz.  Jack  Goetz,  Harry  Kosiner,  Oscar 
A.  Doob  and  Hal  Horne. 

Peggy  French,  daughter  of  Ward 
French,  head  of  CBS  concert  Bureau,  has 
been  screen-tested  by  M-G-M  after  a 
script  reading  at  Armando’s  restaurant 
. . . Bob  Sherwood  has  been  visiting 
M-G-M  headquarters  on  the  Dramatists 
Guild  situation  . . . Vaughn  Glaser  is  on 
to  the  Paramount  lot  in  Hollywood  for 
“What  a Life”  . . . Harry  Hunter,  Austra- 
lian manager  for  Paramount,  arrives  in 
Los  Angeles  on  the  Monterey  and  will 
head  for  New  York  for  home  office  con- 
ferences . . . Harold  Rodner  is  on  the 
coast  on  behalf  of  the  Will  Rogers  Mem- 
orial Hospital.  Incidentally,  the  MPTOA 
has  endorsed  the  drive. 

Jack  Warner,  his  son,  Gradwell  Sears 
and  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  lunched  together 
at  the  Astor  Hunting  Room  a few  days 
after  the  Warner  convention  ended.  Her- 
man Robbins,  George  Dembow  and  Toby 
Gruen  were  there;  Joseph  Bernhard  had 
Artie  Rapf  as  his  guest  and  Harry  C.  Ar- 
thur entertained  Irving  Lesser  and  Mor- 
ris Kinzler  . . . Freddie  March,  who  nar- 
rated for  “The  400,000,000,”  Joris  Ivens’ 
film  on  the  Chinese  War,  has  been  given 
a scroll,  an  antique  one  by  the  way,  by 
two  Chinese  girls.  It  happened  the  other 
day  backstage  at  the  Center  where  the 
star  appears  in  “The  American  Way”  . . . 
Frank  P.  Donovan,  who  is  making  “Moori- 
light  and  Moonshine,”  is  in  the  Ozarks  for 
backgrounds. 

If  the  attractive  looking  blonde  in  the 
apartment  across  the  court  in  your  apart- 
ment seems  particularly  friendly,  it’s  prob- 
ably because  she’s  looking  for  information. 
Not  the  usual  kind  of  information.  She’s 
undoubtedly  cr-r-r-azy  to  know  who  or 
what  “Zenobia”  is.  And  if  you  offer  to 
help  and  everybody’s  happy  about  the 
outcome,  thanks  should  go  to  Jack 
Schlaifer.  It  was  he  who  sat  down  with 
the  Hal  Roach  staff  to  discuss  a knotty 
problem  . . . and  came  up  with  “Zenobia.” 
. . . Based  on  a yarn  that  is  listed  in  a 
dozen  anthologies  of  great  stories  under 
the  Hays  frowned-upon  title  of  “Zenobia’s 
Infidelity,”  with  a working  title  of  “It’s 
Spring  Again,”  it  might  have  been  a musi- 
cal comedy,  college  rah-rah  stuff,  adven- 
ture ...  it  might  be  anything.  But  why 
not  make  it  mysterious.  And  that’s  how 
it  came  to  be.  Have  you  had  Zenobia? 
After  Zenobia,  what?  Who  is  Zenobia? 
Well,  at  first  glance  the  title  is  as  good 
as  “Pygmalion.”  But  “Zenobia”  is  some- 
thing else,  again.  And  that’s  how  and 
why  a great  merchandising  value  has  given 
the  UA  exploiteers  something  to  sink  their 
teeth  into.  Not  forgetting  the  blonde,  of 
course. 


Approves  Tax  Cut 

Albany — Supreme  Court  Justice  Pierce 
Russell  has  approved  official  referee’s  re- 
ports recommending  reductions  of  about 
30  per  cent  in  the  1936  and  1937  tax  as- 
sessments on  Warner  Bros.  Strand  and 
Ritz.  Assessment  on  the  Albany,  leased 
by  Warner  Bros.,  also  was  cut  down. 
Strand  was  valued  at  $430,000  and  Ritz 
at  $325,000  by  city  assessors. 


— Metropolitan  Photos 

Charlie  Invites  "The  Little  Flower" — 

The  McCarthy  visits  City  Hall  to  extend  Mayor  La  Guardia  an  invitation  to 
attend  the  Ibth  annual  dance  of  the  Press  Photographer’s  Association  of  New 
York.  Edgar  Bergen  and  Dorothy  Lamour  kept  Charlie  company. 
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Warner  Ad  Meeting  in  Philadelphia — 

A special  shot  of  the  Warner  circuit  Philadelphia  zone  meeting  to  study  advertising  on  new  product.  Shown  here  are  War- 
ner managers,  Jack  Flynn,  city  zone  manager;  Al  Zimbalist,  city  zone  advertising  manager,  and  district  managers  Lou  Da- 
vidoff,  Steve  Barutio  and  Paul  Costello. 


PAT  on  the  back  for  Al  Garfield, 
Keith’s,  who  walked  away  with  $200 
top  prize  in  Warner’s  fourth  annual  man- 
ager’s parade — a contest  in  business  boost- 
ing, Stanley  Benford,  Boyd,  was  the  lea- 
der among  de  luxe  theatres;  Marty  An- 
insman,  Wynne,  leader  in  the  city  zone, 
and  L.  M,  Jones,  Washington,  Chester, 
leader  in  the  out-of-town  zone.  Leaders 
of  the  eight  districts  were  Harry  Tarrant, 
Aldine;  Al  Blumberg,  Midway;  Nathan 
Watkins,  Avon;  Sol  Getzow,  Ogontz;  Abe 
Kerner,  Savoy;  E.  Finney,  Savoy,  Wil- 
mington; Herb  Thatcher,  Hamilton,  Lan- 
caster, and  Abe  Binnard,  Lyric,  Camden. 
From  all  reports  it  was  a red  hot  contest. 

Sam  Gross,  20th-Fox,  is  back  in  town 
after  a quick  run  out  to  Hot  Springs  . . . 
Sam  Cohen,  manager  of  Goldman’s  56th 
Street  Theatre,  is  beaming,  business  is  so 
good — or  so  he  claims  . . . Father  of  Lou 
Cohen,  Whissahickon,  is  ill  in  Hahnemaiin 
Hospital  . . . Leonard  Susscl,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Studio,  has  resigned  . . . 
Ira  Turner  has  severed  connections  with 
the  Tioga,  after  being  there  only  a short 
while  . . . Allen  Lewis  is  up  and  around 
after  a bout  with  the  grippe  . , . Frank 
Ackley,  Carman,  has  also  conquered  the 
grippe. 

Max  Miller,  at  Goldman’s  News,  in- 
vited a gang  of  newspapermen  to  see  Nel- 
son Eddy’s  “Naughty  Marietta.”  The  re- 
porters were  former  colleagues  of  Eddy’s, 
when  the  screen  star  was  a Philadelphia 
newshawk  . . . Mrs.  Amelia  Rogasner 
Bauer,  mother  of  Milt  Rogasner,  Iris,  died 
last  week  . . . The  father  and  wife  of 
Jimmy  Miller,  Byrd,  were  seriously  in- 
jured in  an  auto  accident  . . . Leon  Behai, 
Capitol  Films,  celebrated  his  birthday, 
March  20.  George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram, 
had  his  the  21st. 

Dave  Milgram’s  Rialto  offered  an  un- 
conscious synopsis  of  courtship  and  mar- 
riage in  their  list  of  bookings  for  last  week. 
The  pictures  were  “Sweethearts,”  “Paris 
Honeymoon”^  and  “Stand  Up  and  Fight” 
. . . Sam  Rosen,  Monogram,  went  off  to 


New  York  to  screening  of  “Streets  of  New 
York”  . . . Ben  Biben  announced  several 
future  affairs  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Showmen’s  Club  . . . Morris  Wax  back 
from  Florida.  Also  John  Golder,  Holly- 
wood . . . Harry  Weiner,  Columbia,  off  to 
Miarni  for  a winter  vacation  in  the  spring. 

Elmer  Hollander,  Stanton,  ran  two 
“American  Legion  Nights”  during  the 
showing  of  “Spirit  of  Culver.”  He  even  had 
two  Legion  bands  parade  through  the  cen- 
ter-city . . . Sid  Samuelson,  Allied,  out  of 
town  on  business  . . . Sid  Bloomfield,  Bell, 
is  being  seen  around  again  after  a brief 
illness  . . . Bill  Israel,  manager  of  the 
Palace,  who  was  formerly  claiming  the 
“biggest  bargain  show  in  town,”  has  now 
branched  out  and  is  flaunting  banners 
claiming  “biggest  show  value  in  America.” 

Everett  Callow  and  Milt  Young,  Warner, 
were  looking  groggy  last  week.  They  had 
to  get  up  at  6:30  a.  m.  to  meet  a train 
bearing  Joan  Davis  from  the  coast  for  a 


Hutchinson  Gets 
An  Addition 

New  York — When  Sir  Gordon  Craig, 
managing  director  of  British  Movietone 
News,  arrived  on  the  Queen  Mary,  he 
plumped  down  a huge  object  for  Wal- 
ter J.  Hutchinson,  director  of  foreign 
activities  for  20th  Century-Fox.  On 
closer  inspection,  it  turned  out  to  be 
a deck  bench  from  the  Berengaria 
which  is  now  being  dismantled  in 
England.  Hutchinson,  who  plans  to 
place  it  in  his  garden  on  his  Con- 
necticut place,  said  the  thing  was  some 
30  years  old. 

"Many  a prominent  individual  must 
have  sat  on  it  too,”  cracked  an  ob- 
server. 


personal  appearance  at  the  Fox.  But  she 
was  very  nice.  Milt  said  . . . Florence 
Averell,  private  secretary  of  Bob  Lynch, 
Metro,  is  looking  very  lovely  in  her  new 
coiffure  . . . Max  Steinhouse,  Overbrook, 
is  back  from  his  Florida  honeymoon.  The 
boys  are  wondering  why  he  didn’t  get 
tanned. 

Clarence  Pippin  of  the  local  Metro  staff, 
was  honored  in  Chicago  as  one  of  the 
three  “two  star”  salesmen  in  the  country. 
Nick  Lloyd  was  awarded  an  extra  week’s 
salary  . . . Other  local  Metroites  at  the 
Chicago  staff  meeting  were  Bob  Lynch, 
S.  E.  Applegate,  Joe  Morrow,  Frank  Jel- 
enko,  Jim  Ashcraft  . . . Sam  Resnick, 
Green  way,  lost  35  pounds  in  the  last  five 
weeks.  Friends  say  he  did  it  walking  his 
new  baby  . . . J.  A.  Kraker,  Ross  Federal 
branch  manager  here,  is  now  handling 
Baltimore  and  Washington  also. 

Hollywood  is  suffering  from  over-pub- 
licity! That’s  what  Bryant  Washburn, 
veteran  actor,  said  here  last  week.  “The 
public  knows  too  much  about  too  many 
marriages,  too  many  feuds  and  too  much 
about  what  goes  on  behind  the  scenes,”  he 
said.  “The  illusions  have  been  destroyed” 
. . . Thomas  F.  Kenney,  old  Wilmington 
fire  inspector,  died  last  week  . . . Many 
film  men  attended  the  wedding  of  Sam 
H.  Harris,  stage  producer,  to  Mrs.  Kath- 
leen Watson,  sister  of  Filmactor  George 
Brent. 

Joe  Conway,  Egyptian,  had  a request  for 
a return  showing  of  “Navy  Blue  and  Gold.” 
He  complied.  He  didn’t  do  much  business 
with  it,  but  he  figured  he  had  satisfied 
at  least  one  customer.  But  next  day  the 
customer  called  up  and  asked,  “Say,  when 
are  you  going  to  run  that  picture?”  . . . 
Neighborhood  houses  which  were  going 
strong  for  jitterbug  contests  are  now  turn- 
ing back  to  amateur  nights.  Figure  the 
latter  have  a wider  appeal  . . . Jane  Wyatt, 
just  signed  for  a leading  role  in  a 20th- 
Fox  production,  stopped  in  town  to  lec- 
ture on  the  “glories  of  the  legitimate 
stage.” 
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Business  Becoming  Tangled 
In  Philly  Clearance  Till 


Tax  Hunt  Occupies 
Fa.  Legislators 


Philadelphia  — A novel  angle  in  the 
clearance  dispute  between  independents 
and  majors  appears  to  be  taking  shape. 
The  Bryn  Mawr  Business  Men’s  Ass’n, 
which  passed  a protest  resolution  support- 
ing Harry  Fried  in  his  fight  with  Warner 
Bros.,  is  reported  planning  a suit  on  its 
own  behalf. 

Their  complaint,  it  is  said,  is  that  the  al- 
leged harmful  clearance  schedules  given 
to  Fried’s  three  Main  Line  theatres  a’so 
harm  their  business,  in  that  customers 
who  go  out  of  the  area  to  see  pictures  at 
Warner  houses  also  do  their  shopping  in 
those  localities. 

Officials  of  the  association  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment.  Fried,  while  not  di- 
rectly confirming  the  report,  intimated  it 
was  true.  He  also  told  Boxoffice  his  own 
suit  against  the  Warner  circuit  and  nine 
major  distributors  will  open  in  May. 

Meanwhile  other  suits  were  being  plan- 
ned throughout  the  area.  George  Graves, 
Carman,  tells  this  publication  he  is  con- 
ferring with  his  lawyers  on  legal  action 
against  Warners.  William  B.  Rudenko, 
attorney,  is  also  hard  at  work  on  Eugene 
Mori’s  suit  against  the  same  company. 
Morris  Gerson  of  the  Colonial,  Overbrook, 
is  another  reported  considering  legal  steps. 


Warner  Monopoly  Charge 
To  Justice  Department 

Philadelphia — Allied  has  cited  the  local 
Warner  Bros,  exchange  in  a letter  to  the 
department  of  justice  for  alleged  monopol- 
istic practices,  charging  that  company  re- 
fuses to  permit  exhibitors  to  take  out  the 
cost  of  giveaways  before  reckoning  up  the 
percentage  of  the  gross  due  the  exchange 
— a practice  to  which  all  other  exchanges 
agree.  Allied  says.  The  monopoly  charge 
is  based  on  the  assertion  that  WB  does  al- 
low the  deduction  to  its  own  chain  of 
theatres. 

A letter  detailing  the  complaint  also  was 
forwarded  to  William  Mansell,  Warner’s  lo- 
cal exchange  manager. 


More  Oklahoma  City  Space 
For  Justice  Department 

Oklahoma  City — Tlie  local  postmaster, 
Joe  S.  Morris,  has  received  a request  to 
find  2,000  square  feet  of  floor  space  for 
use  of  the  department  of  justice  here  in 
conducting  anti-trust  law  violations  and 
monopolies. 

And  the  theatre  business  hereabouts  is 
due  to  get  some  close  scrutiny  when  the 
department  men  move  in  to  fill  up  that 
office  space.  District  Attorney  Charles  E. 
Dierker  returned  from  Washington  a few 
weeks  ago  after  discussions  of  the  situ- 
ation in  the  Southwestern  area  but  would 
make  no  comments.  It  is  understood,  un- 
officially however,  that  considerable  dis- 
cussion of  the  theatre  business  was  held 
in  Washington  at  the  time. 

The  fact  that  Oklahoma  City  is  the 
seat  of  the  first  of  the  now  numerous 
suits  within  the  industry  on  the  anti- 
trust laws,  i.  e.,  the  Momand  suits,  has 


much  to  do  with  the  decision  to  make 
Oklahoma  City  the  district  headquarters 
for  investigations  in  this  area.  This  and 
the  fact  that  there  is  indefinitely  planned 
a mass  meeting  of  independent  exhibitors 
for  Oklahoma  City  some  time  in  the  spring 
are  understood  to  have  been  considered. 

As  previously  reported  in  Boxoffice  this 
independent  meeting,  while  held  to  air 
complaints,  also  may  develop  a buying  pool 
for  pictures  and  equipment  by  indepen- 
dents. Organizers  were  promised  a repre- 
sentative from  the  department  of  justice 
at  this  meeting. 

“Several  investigations  have  been  and 
are  under  way  in  this  area  for  some  time. 
These  are  only  in  the  investigation  phase 
and  do  not  necessarily  mean  they  will  be 
followed  by  prosecution,”  was  the  only 
statement  the  district  attorney  would  make 
as  he  declined  to  name  the  fields  in  which 
any  investigation  or  inquiry  would  be 
made.  “Investigations  in  all  anti-monopoly 
cases  are  directed  from  Washington  and 
any  prosecution  is  authorized  by  Wash- 
ington through  the  district  attorney’s  of- 
fice,” he  said. 


Frank  Ford  Anti-Trust 
Suit  Filed  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Definitely  filed  in  federal 
court  is  the  already-announced  anti-trust 
action  of  Frank  Ford,  operator  of  the 
Stadium  Theatre,  Evanston,  against  the 
major  film  companies. 

Meanwhile,  attorneys  for  B&K,  Barney 
Balaban  and  the  seven  major  defendant 
companies  in  the  government’s  criminal 
contempt  action  growing  out  of  the  1932 
consent  decree  here,  were  expected  to  meet 
immediately  to  plot  their  course  of  action. 
The  government  has  filed  a bill  of  par- 
ticulars as  requested  by  Judge  Charles 
Woodward.  However,  the  defendant  at- 
torneys state  that  “there  is  nothing  for 
us  to  work  on  in  the  bill  as  it  was  filed 
and  we  definitely  need  actual  informa- 
tion.” 

It  was  said  that  the  most  logical  action 
to  be  taken  by  the  defendants  will  be  to 
ask  for  a new  and  more  detailed  bill  of 
particulars  from  the  government  when 
the  time  limit  for  answering  comes  up  on 
Monday,  April  3. 

The  independents’  anti-trust  suit  has 
been  stymied,  and  now  is  due  to  come  up 
before  Judge  James  Wilkerson  on  Tuesday, 
April  18. 

Similarly  pigeon-holed  is  the  anti-trust 
suit  of  V.  U.  Young  of  Gary,  Ind.,  against 
B&K,  Warner  Theatres,  and  the  majors. 
No  continuance  date  whatever  has  been 
set  on  this  case. 


Six  for  Rapi 

New  York — Harry  Rapf  will  produce 
six  on  M-G-M’s  program  next  season,  he 
says.  Fie  left  for  the  coast  Friday  and 
following  his  arrival  at  the  studio  will  set 
the  first  on  his  new  program. 


Philadelphia  — “Taxes,  taxes,  taxes” 
was  the  refrain  of  legislative  music  com- 
ing out  of  Harrisburg  last  week. 

Attorney  General  Claude  T.  Reno  filed 
an  appeal  with  the  supreme  court,  asking 
it  to  review  the  decision  of  the  Dauphin 
county  court  invalidating  the  1939  chain 
store  and  theatre  tax.  Argument  will  be 
heard  some  time  in  May. 

Intent  of  the  act  was  to  gain  $2,250,000 
annually,  to  be  used  chiefly  to  increase 
salaries  of  teachers  in  fourth-class  dis- 
tricts. The  tax  ranges  from  $1  a year  on 
a single  store  or  theatre  to  $500  for  each 
store  or  theatre  in  a chain  of  500  units. 

More  than  $500,000  already  paid  by 
chains  will  be  held  by  the  secretary  of 
revenue  pending  the  supreme  court  ruling. 

The  attorney  general  in  preparing  his 
brief  w'ill  lay  considerable  stress,  it  is  re- 
ported, on  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  decisions 
upholding  similar  taxes  in  Indiana,  Louisi- 
ana, Florida  and  West  Virginia. 

Meanwhile  sentiment  among  Republican 
legislators  was  reported  increasing  for  re- 
vival of  the  amusement  tax,  dropped  in 
1937  by  the  Democratic  legislature.  The 
tax,  which  raised  $7,000,000  during  the  two 
years  it  was  in  effect,  is  being  dug  up  and 
dusted  off  as  a solution  for  the  crisis  in 
school  finances  in  small  school  districts  all 
over  the  state. 


New  York  Allied  Urges 
Legislative  Battle 

Syracuse — Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of 
Allied  of  New  York,  and  Harry  G.  Kosch, 
attorney,  held  a special  meeting  at  the 
Syracuse  Hotel  this  week  with  independent 
exhibitors  from  all  over  the  state  and 
urged  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  ward  off 
inimicable  legislation  now  pending  in  Al- 
bany. At  least  six  bills  are  of  great  con- 
cern to  the  association. 

Clearance,  also  a vital  issue  in  several 
sections  of  the  state,  was  discussed.  Kosch 
is  reported  investigating  several  important 
complaints  against  major  companies  al- 
legedly permitting  unfair  protection  by 
larger  independent  circuits  to  prevail  to 
the  asserted  hardship  of  the  smaller 
operators. 

Paramount  Examination 
Request  Is  Pondered 

New  York — District  Judge  Edward  A. 
Conger  has  reserved  decision  in  the  ap- 
plication of  Paramount  for  permission  to 
further  examine  before  trial  principal 
plaintiffs  in  the  Orange  County  Theatres 
anti-trust  action  against  most  majors  and 
competing  circuits. 

Although  depositions  of  nearly  all  plain- 
tiffs, as  well  as  their  home  office  person- 
nel, were  thought  to  have  been  completed 
a few  weeks  ago.  Paramount  takes  the 
position  that  many  of  the  answers  were 
inadequate  to  prepare  its  case  properly, 
and  now  seek  authority  to  examine  fur- 
ther. The  case  is  expected  to  come  to  trial 
sometime  in  April. 
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Neely  Hearings  to 
Begin  April  3 

Washington — Agreement  of  the  subcom- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  Neely  block-book- 
ing bill  to  arrange  for  hearings  on  the 
measure  has  averted  a fight  which  would 
have  involved  Senator  Alben  Barkley  of 
Kentucky,  Democrat  floor  leader.  The 
hearings  start  April  3. 

A row  over  the  bill  was  threatened  by 
Senator  Neely  when  he  filed  a motion  to 
dismiss  the  subcommittee,  of  which  Sena- 
tor Barkley  is  a member,  from  further 
consideration  of  the  measure  and  announc- 
ed he  would  call  his  motion  up  for  vote  at 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  West  Virginia  senator’s  action  was 
predicated  on  charges  that  the  subcom- 
mittee had  “buried”  the  block-booking  bill 
and  had  refused  to  call  hearings.  Since 
Senator  Barkley  would  be  put  in  the  posi- 
tion, not  only  of  defending  his  committee, 
but  also  of  controlling  the  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  the  senate  when  it  voted  on  the 
motion,  an  embarrassing  situation  was 
created  which  was  smoothed  out  only  by  an 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  subcommittee 
that  hearings  would  be  held. 


Brandt's  Discrimination 
Charge  Fails  to  Stir 

New  York — The  Paramount  Theatre 
management  isn’t  batting  an  eyelash  over 
William  Brandt’s  threatened  court  action 
if  Brandt  isn’t  given  clear  title  to  Larry 
Clinton’s  orchestra  performance  at  the 
Platbush,  May  5. 

Brandt  contends  he  is  being  discrimi- 
nated against  because  the  Paramount  tied 
Clinton  up  until  August  23,  for  a two-week 
stand.  The  contract,  which  was  signed  by 
Clinton,  January  19,  stipulates  he  cannot 
perform  in  any  other  theatre  within  50 
miles  of  Broadway  until  that  date,  or  un- 
til 30  days  after  the  engagement. 

However,  Clinton  played  the  Paramount 
in  Newark,  which  is  in  partnership  with 
Adam  Adams.  Whereas  Brandt  contends 
this  is  a violation  of  the  contract.  Para- 
mount points  to  the  stipulation  in  the 
agreement  which  says  the  management 
has  the  right  to  waive  this  condition,  and 
in  the  Newark  instance,  felt  so  justified. 

It  develops  Brandt  did  not  approach 
Clinton  until  he  had  seen  a copy  of  the 
orchestra  leader’s  contract  with  the  Para- 
mount, which  he  requested  and  received 
late  in  February.  In  answer  to  Brandt’s 
complaint  that  the  Paramount  exercises 
“unfair  and  undue  protection”  clauses 
with  name  bands  that  play  the  house,  the 
management  insists  every  other  standard 
contract  used  by  competitive  Broadway 
first  runs  contains  identical  stipulations. 

The  theatre  is  particularly  provoked 
about  a report  that  it  added  a clause  in 
the  contract  prohibiting  Clinton  from  ap- 
pearing elsewhere  before  August  23  after 
hearing  that  Brandt  had  booked  the  band 
into  the  Flatbush.  The  contract  shows 
this  charge  to  be  unfounded,  since  clause 
14  is  a standard  clause  of  Artists  Booking 
Agency,  Inc. 


A iL  n 

JOHN  G.  (JACK)  WALSH,  M-G-M  ex- 
ploitation manager  in  Albany,  and  Kath- 
erine M.  Foley  appropriately  picked  St. 
Patrick’s  Day  for  their  marriage  in  St. 
Brigid’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Water- 
vliet,  the  bride’s  home  town.  Among  the 
Metro  boys  attending  the  ceremony  were: 
Ralph  Pielow,  branch  manager;  Bill  Wil- 
liams, office  manager;  Herman  Ripps,  Art 
Horn  and  Gene  Vogel,  salesmen,  and  Ed 
Urchel,  checking  supervisor.  Tlie  couple 
delayed  their  honeymoon  because  Walsh 
had  to  leave  the  night  after  the  wedding 
for  Chicago  to  attend  the  M-G-M  sales 
convention  . . . William  Sussman,  eastern 
division  manager  for  20th  Century-Fox, 
and  Tom  Bailey,  district  manager,  visited 
Moe  Grassgreen  and  staff  of  the  local 
exchange  . . . Visitors  on  Filmrow  included: 
Harvey  D.  English,  operator  of  theatres 
in  Hancock,  Downsville,  Narrowsburg, 
Roxbury  and  Windsor,  downstate;  Alex 
Papayanakos  of  Canton,  and  his  brother, 
Jim,  of  Potsdam,  near  the  Canadian  bor- 
der; Ollie  Mallory  of  the  Starr  in  Corinth 
(the  house  is  named  after  Frances  Starr, 
famous  actress,  to  whom  Mallory  is  related 
by  marriage) ; Sidney  Dwore,  A1  Feltman 
and  Morris  Silverman  of  Schenectady;  Bill 
Barney  of  the  Grand  and  Ed  Christy  of 
the  Strand,  Watervliet;  Grover  Woodward, 
booker  for  Burt,  Luzerne;  Joe  Sternberg 
of  the  Avon  in  Boonville. 

Bernard  Mills,  Republic  manager,  made 
a ZQQ-mile  jump  to  Buffalo  . . . Harold 
Carey,  former  projectionist  for  Schine  cir- 
cuit in  Oneonta,  has  taken  over  a theatre 
in  Grand  Gorge.  Plans  to  open  the  house, 
closed  since  the  silent  film  days,  about 
April  15.  It  seats  250  . . . Arthur  Krohs, 
of  Buffalo,  and  Bob  Cummings  of  New 
York  have  been  transferred  by  M-G-M  to 
Los  Angeles.  Cummings  was  a studeiit 
booker  in  the  Albany  exchange  until  re- 
cently, when  he  was  sent  to  Chicago. 

Jimmy  La  Belle,  manager  of  the  Family 
in  Watervliet,  is  driving  a new  car  . . . 
Fred  Ellsworth,  usher  at  Warner  Bros. 
Ritz,  was  a St.  Patrick’s  Day  interviewee 
on  a quiz  program  broadcast  over  WABY 
from  the  lobby  of  WB  Strand  . . . Tommy 
Martell,  booker  for  the  army  barracks 
theatres,  was  reported  ill  in  New  York. 
His  assistant  visited  local  exchanges  . . . 
Sidney  Mull  is  a busy  man.  He  operates 


Paramount  Bonded  Debt 
Is  Fast  Diminishing 

New  York — Retirement  of  $2,750,000  of 
Paramount  20-year,  six  per  cent  deben- 
tures, due  in  1955,  and  to  be  paid  April  17, 
leaves  the  company  with  but  $1,750,000 
outstanding  bonds  of  the  original  $26,- 
000,000. 

Redemption  of  the  current  group,  as 
well  as  the  $5,000,000  debentures  retired  in 
February,  has  made  possible  an  annual  in- 
terest saving  of  close  to  $200,000.  Revenue 
to  retire  the  debentures  has  come  partly 
from  cash  reserve,  as  well  as  from  sub- 
sidiaries and  banks. 


a theatre  in  Nassau,  holds  a position  in 
Albany  and  raises  chickens  in  Nassau, 
a dozen  miles  from  this  city  . . . Tony 
Ryan,  Universal  salesman,  injured  recently 
when  his  automobile  turned  over  in  Gou- 
verneur,  has  returned  to  Albany  after  a 
stay  of  ten  days  in  the  hospital.  He  suf- 
fered from  shock. 

Irving  Barker,  of  the  New  Theatre  in 
Hoosick  Falls,  is  reseating  the  balcony. 
He  will  keep  it  open  all  the  time  . . . 
Filmrow  reports  stated  that  Bennington 
was  one  of  the  few  Vermont  towns  to  do 
real  business  on  the  first  Sunday  after 
the  lifting  of  the  film  ban.  Bad  weather 
affected  attendance  in  a number  of  com- 
munities where  Sunday  pictures  had  been 
approved  by  the  voters  . . . Heavy  snow- 
falls . . . Incidentally,  an  Albany  paper 
carried  a picture  of  Christopher  H.  Buck- 
ley,  former  local  theatre  owner  and  now 
operator  of  two  Bennington  houses,  greet- 
ing the  first  two  Sunday  patrons  at  the 
boxoffice.  Caption  read  that  Buckley  had 
“another  Sunday  movie  victory  to  his 
credit.”  He  played  an  important  role  in 
the  successful  campaign  a few  years  ago 
to  legalize  Sunday  pictures  here  . . . State, 
Troy,  advertising  “Candy  for  the  Kiddies” 
Saturday.  Helen  Wisper,  efficient  and 
pleasant  secretary  to  Manager  Moe  Grass- 
green,  is  local  correspondent  for  the  20th 
Century-Fox  house  organ. 

Amos  Curry,  owner  of  the  Star  in  Nor- 
wood and  the  Empress  in  Norfolk,  was 
taken  ill  on  a visit  to  Canada.  Was  under 
treatment  at  a hospital  in  Cornwall  . . . 
George  Seed  is  running  a second  jitter- 
bug contest  at  the  Colonial  in  Utica.  'The 
first,  vigorously  promoted  by  Seed,  is  said 
to  have  been  the  most  successful  of  its 
kind  in  that  section  . . . Bernard  G. 
Kranze,  RKO  manager,  visited  the  home 
office  in  New  York  for  several  days  while 
en  route  from  Miami  to  Albany.  Old  Sol 
gave  him  a painfully  burned  foot  during 
the  Florida  vacation. 

Norman  Pearlman  made  extensive  re- 
pairs to  the  theatre  which  he  purchased 
in  Greene  from  Walter  Logan.  He  closed 
the  house  for  a week,  during  which  15 
feet  were  added  to  the  rear,  a new  front 
was  built,  new  wash  rooms  were  installed 
and  other  alterations  were  made.  Job  is 
said  to  have  cost  about  $5,000. 


Consolidated  Officers, 
Directors  Reelected 

New  York — Consolidated  stockholders 
re-elected  all  directors  and  the  directors 
continued  all  officers  for  another  year  at 
annual  meetings  held  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  week.  The  executive  lineup  is: 
Herbert  J.  Yates,  president;  Walter  W. 
Vincent,  Joseph  W.  Aller,  Moe  J.  Siegel 
and  Ralph  T.  Poucher,  vice-presidents;  H. 
J.  Yates  jr.,  vice-president  and  treasurer; 
J.  E.  McMahon,  secretary;  A.  E.  Schiller, 
assistant  secretary;  E.  H.  Seifert  and  R. 
S.  Rodgers,  assistant  treasurers. 

Directors  include  Yates  jr.,  Aller,  E.  C. 
Dearstyne  and  R.  W.  Altschul. 
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^HE  state  corporation  commission  has  is- 
sued a charter  to  the  Lenox  Corporation, 
Norfolk,  with  maximum  capital  of  $50,000, 
to  do  a theatrical  business.  Kopeland  Or- 
noff,  Norfolk,  is  listed  as  president,  and 
M.  B.  Wagenheim,  attorney  . . . Charlie 
Somma  is  due  back  from  Clearwater,  Fla., 
the  first  of  next  month  . . . Sixty-five  of 
the  original  Walt  Disney  paintings  for 
“Snow  White”  now  are  on  display  at  the 
Valentine  Museum  . . . The  Petersburg 
Operators  Local  celebrated  its  20th  Anni- 
versary with  banquet  at  Toney’s  Restau- 
rant. Visitors  included  Managers  Sam 
Northington,  Bluebird;  Herman  Kaplin, 
Century;  Ben  McGee,  Rex,  and  Assistant 
Managers  Wilson  and  Grimmer. 

The  Neighborhood  Theatres  Social  Club 
had  a card  party  and  dance  the  other 
night.  Barbecue  sandwiches,  soft  drinks 
and  other  refreshments  were  served. 
Among  those  on  hand  were  Cleveland 
Williamson,  Stewart  Tucker,  Bob  Coulter, 
George  Stitzer  and  wife,  Gordon  Pullia?n 
and  date,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Reid,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Stitzer,  Leroy  Ford.  Joe 
Bass,  Claude  Wilson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Hester,  Dan  Wilkinson,  Harry  Nor  din,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Gordon,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Peace,  Fitzhugh  Anderson,  Conrad  McRee, 
Garrett  Leahey  and  wife,  Abbott  Archer, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Brown,  David  Garber, 
Bob  Overcash,  Edward  Cummings,  Jane 
Taylor,  Joe  Fields,  Allen  Goodliffe,  Robert 
Dunnavant,  Rogers  Owen,  Clarence  Riggin, 
Linwood  Wright,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon 
Culley,  Henry  Short,  Edivard  Atkins,  Pete 
Southward,  Keith  Ewell. 

Going  and  coming:  Allen  Sparrow,  man- 
ager, Loew’s,  visited  Norfolk.  Mercer  Still- 
man, Berio  representative,  visited  North 
Carolina.  Henry  Dusman  down  from  Bal- 
timore. Abner  Long’s  father  visited  him 
from  North  Carolina.  Carlton  Duffus, 
Loew’s  exploiteer,  in  town  for  “Pygmal- 
ion.” Herman  Rubin,  over  from  Peters- 
burg. Bill  Ballenger,  manager  of  the  Grand, 
visited  relatives  in  Washington.  Nick  Hae- 
fele,  down  from  Baltimore.  Dan  Wilkin- 
son and  Prank  Straus  spent  a day  and 
night  in  Washington.  Elbert  Grover  passed 
through  en  route  to  Clinch  Valley. 


"Illusion"  Exits  Aiter 
Record  at  Filmarte 

New  York — “Grand  Illusion”  has  con- 
cluded its  run  at  the  Filmarte,  setting  a 
record  for  the  three-year  old  house  policy 
by  running  26  weeks.  Tire  picture  gi’ossed 
approximately  $100,000.  Although  it  top- 
ped the  nm  of  “Mayerling”  by  one  week, 
“Mayerling”  did  better  at  the  boxoffice 
with  an  approximate  $130,000  for  its  en- 
gagement. 


Leary  on  Holiday 

Albany — Effective  April  3,  G.  A.  Leary, 
Universal  branch  manager,  leaves  on  an 
extended  vacation  and  will  be  succeeded 
by  Joseph  Engel,  in  charge  of  Cleveland. 
Julius  Lapidus  joins  the  company  as 
branch  manager  in  Pittsburgh,  taking 
over  the  duties  of  Joseph  Kaufman,  who 
switches  to  Cleveland. 


Annual  SMPE  Convention 
Set  for  April  17-21 

Hollywood — The  annual  spring  con- 
vention of  the  SMPE  is  slated  for  April 
17-21  at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel  with  E.  A. 
Williford,  president,  wielding  the  gavel. 
All  but  two  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 
hotel,  the  others  at  the  Filmarte  Theatre. 
Major  Nathan  Levinson,  executive  vice- 
president,  is  in  charge  of  the  general  pro- 
gram; Homer  G.  Tasker,  chairman  of 
local  arrangements;  L.  A.  Aicholtz,  chair- 
man of  the  Pacific  Coast  papers  commit- 
tee; Loren  Ryder,  chairman  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  section,  and  assisted  by  J.  O.  Aal- 
berg,  A.  M.  Gundelfinger,  C.  W.  Handley 
and  W.  Miller. 

Papers  to  be  presented  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  J.  I.  Crabtree  and  Sylvan 
Harris.  William  C.  Kunzman  is  general 
overseer  on  arrangements.  Walter  Greene 
is  in  charge  of  the  coast  society  office  and 
Julius  Haber  is  handling  publicity. 

Dicker  for  a Broadway 
Showing  of  "Maginot" 

New  York — Negotiations  are  under  way 
for  a Broadway  showing  for  “Double 
Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line,”  being  re- 
leased in  this  country  by  Tower  Pictures. 
In  the  cast  are  Victor  Francen  and  Vera 
Korene,  leading  French  players.  Felix  Gan- 
dera  produced  and  directed  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  French  government. 

New  Deanna  Durbin  Film 
Chalking  Up  Records 

New  York — Starting  off  with  a bang, 
“Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up”  garnered 
approximately  $35,000  in  its  first  week  at 
the  Rivoli.  Over  the  first  weekend,  there 
were  66,000  admissions.  The  picture  is 
holding  up  strong  in  its  second  week. 


. REVIEW 
FLASHES  • 


BIZARRE  BIZARRE  (Lenauer) — A Gallic  dish 
of  humor  in  which  the  comedy  plods  on 
determinedly  but  not  too  gaily.  Consider- 
able satire  aimed  at  the  English  underlines 
the  proceedings.  Louis  Jouvet,  Froncoise 
Rosay.  Marcel  Came  directed. 

HOUND  OF  THE  BASKERVILLES,  THE— 
(20th-Fox) — Doctor  Watson's  famous  needle 
will  not  be  necessary  to  hypo  boxoffices 
to  prosperity  with  this  brilliantly  cast,  im- 
pressively produced  and  masterfully  di- 
rected film  edition  of  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's 
well  read  mystery.  With  Basil  Rathbone 
as  the  perfect  Sherlock  Holmes  it  sets  a 
new  high  among  chillers.  Gene  Markey 
produced;  Sidney  Lanfield  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  0-n  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


)^HEN  Katharine  Hepburn,  star  of  stage 
and  screen,  failed  to  appear  before 
Magistrate  Alfred  J.  P.  Seitz,  the  squire 
forfeited  the  bail  of  $13.50  she  had  posted 
after  her  arrest  two  weeks  ago  on  a charge 
of  driving  without  a license. 

A.  J.  Vanni,  Warner  Theatre  Philadel- 
phia zone  manager,  was  a Wilmington  vis- 
itor on  his  way  back  from  a Florida  va- 
cation . . . Ben  Shindler,  owner-manager 
of  the  Ace  Theatre,  independent  neigh- 
borhood house,  and  Mrs.  Shindler,  are  ex- 
pected back  from  a winter  vacation  in  the 
south  by  the  end  of  this  month  . . . Miss 
Helen  Capriotti  has  replaced  Esther  Mar- 
tin in  the  Aldine  boxoffice  . . . Earl  Riggin, 
of  the  Warner  Theatre  service  staff,  has 
been  returned  to  the  Queen  Theatre  . . . 
Miss  Catherine  Card  is  the  new  Loew’s 
boxoffice  girl  replacing  Katherine  Kerri- 
gan who  has  left  to  take  a position  with 
another  local  firm. 

Manager  Wallace  Harding  of  the  Grand, 
who  has  been  on  the  sidelines  for  three 
days  with  the  grippe,  returned  to  find  his 
assistant,  W.  R.  McClintock,  laid  up  with 
the  same  illness  . . . Harding  and  the 
Mrs.  were  recent  New  York  visitors. 


Step  to  Limit  Dual  Bills 
Taken  in  Philadelphia 

Philadelphia  — Independent  exhibitors 
here  have  taken  the  first  step  toward 
limiting  the  spread  of  double  features  by 
deciding  not  to  show  two  Class  “A”  pic- 
tures together. 

At  a local  Allied  unit  meeting  of  inde- 
pendents last  week,  60  exhibitoi’S,  repre- 
senting about  110  theatres,  expressed  the 
intention — according  to  Allied  spokesmen 
— that  “each  would  voluntarily,  individu- 
ally and  of  his  own  accord  not  double  fea- 
ture the  top-bracket  pictures.”  The  meet- 
ing was  closed  to  reporters,  but  Allied  of- 
ficials were  emphatic  in  pointing  out  this 
was  in  no  sense  a trade  agreement. 

Sid  Samuelson,  Allied  business  manager, 
showed  the  exhibitors  newspaper  ads  from 
various  parts  of  the  territory  indicating 
topflight  pictures  were  being  doubled.  In 
Chicago,  he  said,  triple  features  are  creep- 
ing in. 

The  number  of  double  feature  houses  in 
the  Philadelphia  area  is  small,  perhaps  a 
score,  but  independents  are  anxious  to 
clear  up  the  situation  because  of  rumors 
Stanley-Warner  is  contemplating  double 
featuring  some  of  its  neighborhood  houses. 


Equipment  Men  Return 
From  District  Meetings 

New  York — Earle  G.  Hines,  president  of 
General  Tlieatres  Equipment  Corp.  and 
International  Projector  Corp.,  Walter  E. 
Green,  president  of  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply Co.  and  GTE  vice-president,  and  H.  V. 
Carroll,  treasurer  of  both  firms,  have  re- 
turned from  a series  of  annual  district 
meetings  of  NTSCO  offices. 

Herbert  Griffin,  International  Projec- 
tor vice-president,  had  to  return  to  New 
York  after  the  Chicago  meeting. 
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To  Arizona  to  Dodge  lATSE  Officers  Hold  Upper 
SAG's  Labor  Costs  Hand  in  Factional  Fight 


In  what  the  records  point  to  be  the 
first  attempt  to  dodge  as  many  as  pos- 
sible of  what  many  independent  film- 
makers have  termed  top-heavy  increases 
in  production  costs  due  to  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild’s  enforcement  of  closed  shop 
wage  scales  and  working  conditions,  the 
formation  of  Golden  West  Productions 
has  been  announced  as  an  Arizona  corpo- 
ration, headquartering  in  Phoenix  and  al- 
ready under  way  with  its  first  picture,  an 
untitled  western,  on  location  near  there. 

Although  Golden  West  has  signed  the 
SAG’S  modified  contract  for  featured 
players,  bit  players  and  stunt  men.  Guild 
officials  said,  the  new  company  will  save 
considerable  expense  through  the  em- 
ployment of  Arizona  citizenry  as  extras 
and  atmosphere,  as  Phoenix  is  beyond 
the  300-mile  radius  within  which  the 
Guild  shop  for  aU  players  is  enforced. 
Golden  West  is  headed  by  Charles  Goetz, 
a Phoenix  businessman,  with  Thomas  At- 
kins, formerly  an  RKO  Radio  director,  as 
production  chief.  Cast  of  the  initial  pic- 
ture includes  John  King,  Craig  Reynolds 
and  Joan  Barclay.  The  company  has  no 
offices  here. 

Announcement  is  expected  shortly  as 
to  a new  distribution  affiliation  for  E.  B. 
Derr’s  Crescent  Pictures,  following  the 
disclosure  that  the  unit  will  withdraw 
from  its  Monogram  tieup  after  comple- 
tion of  the  two  pictures  remaining  on  its 
1938-39  schedule.  Spokesmen  for  Derr 
declared  several  possible  deals  were  under 
consideration  but  that  no  definite  deci- 
sion has  been  reached  by  Derr  as  yet. 
Still  to  be  made  for  Monogram  are 
“Prison  Born”  and  “The  Girl  From  Rio.” 
Derr  has  been  releasing  through  Mono- 
gram for  two  seasons. 

Million  Dollar  Productions  is  in  work 
with  “Reform  School,”  state-right  prod- 
uct with  an  all-Negro  cast  headed  by 
Louise  Beavers.  Leo  C.  Popkin  is  direct- 
ing. 

Declaring  that  obstacles  hindering  its 
resumption  of  film-making  will  shortly 
be  cleared  away,  George  E.  Trainer,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Standard  Pictures  Corp., 
and  sales  chief  for  Standard  Pictures 
Distributing  Co.,  has  returned  from  an 
extended  tour  of  the  company’s  31  ex- 
changes. George  Laganas,  Standard 
president,  is  in  the  east.  The  company 
relinquished  its  studio  space  at  GN  some 
time  ago  after  making  one  picture. 


The  last-ditch  battle  between  rival  fac- 
tions for  control  of  the  destinies  of  Local 
37,  International  Alliance  of  Theatrical 
Stage  Employes,  and  its  7,500  members, 
continues  to  occupy  the  center  of  the 
labor  stage,  with  the  international  officers 
currently  holding  the  upper  hand. 

Given  a setback  when  federal  court  re- 
fused to  make  permanent  a temporary  re- 
straining order  against  the  international 
officials.  Local  37’s  ousted  rebel  officers 
retaliated  by  filing  a new  complaint  in 
superior  court,  asking  that  the  interna- 
tional investigating  committee  be  ejected 
on  charges  that  they  are  guilty  of  labor 
racketeering.  Hearing  was  set  for  March 
29,  with  a temporary  injunction  issued  in 
the  meantime.  The  local  officers  also  in- 
dicated they  would  appeal  to  Mayor  Flet- 
cher Bowron  to  act  as  mediator  in  an  at- 
tempt to  settle  the  dispute  and  would, 
further,  appeal  to  the  national  labor  rela- 
tions board. 

The  ousted  group  gained  a point,  how- 
ever, when  the  district  attorney  ordered 
an  investigation  of  the  union  war.  Op- 
posing factions  were  to  meet  late  this  week 
with  the  national  labor  relations  board  as 
the  superior  court  postponed  hearing  on 
a temporary  restraining  order  secured  by 
the  international  officers  to  prevent  inter- 
ference by  the  local  “rebel”  group. 

Earlier,  the  ousted  local  officials  had 
called  a mass  meeting  at  the  Hollywood 
American  Legion  Stadium  to  acquaint  the 
membership  with  details  of  the  fight. 
However,  the  parley  broke  up  when  fists 
flew  and  police  were  called  to  avert  a riot. 


SWG-Producer  Snag: 
Hearings  Resume 

Hearings  before  the  national  labor 
relations  board  were  resumed  when 
the  Screen  Writers  Guild  in  a surprise 
move  at  a mass  meeting  voted  against 
continuance  of  peace  efforts  with  the 
producers  after  the  negotiating  com- 
mittee reported  an  impasse  on  three 
major  points. 

The  points  were  the  percentage  of 
guild  shop  to  be  declared,  length  of 
the  contract  and  the  rights  to  material 
written  during  layoffs. 


The  lA’s  international  officers  took  over 
control  of  the  local  as  a result  of  a report 
forwarded  to  President  George  Browne  by 
an  investigating  committee  headed  by 
Congressman  William  Schulte,  of  Indiana, 
which  told  Browne  the  condition  of  the 
locai’s  affairs  was  “appalling.” 

Final  approval  of  the  proposed  con- 
tract between  the  Screen  Directors  Guild 
and  the  producers  was  expected  momen- 
tarily after  details  of  the  agreement  were 
explained  to  the  directors  and  assistant 
directors  at  separate  meetings.  Under  the 
agreement,  unit  managers  will  withdraw 
from  the  SDG  and  set  up  their  own  bar- 
gaining agency. 

With  the  return  from  New  York  of 
M.  C.  Levee,  president  of  the  Artists 
Managers  Guild,  negotiations  are  expected 
to  resume  immediately  with  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  concerning  the  SAG’s  pro- 
posed licensing  plan  for  agents.  Mean- 
time the  SAG  won  a suit  filed  against  it 
in  superior  court  by  E.  H.  Bookasta,  sus- 
pended by  the  Guild  for  “conduct  unbe- 
coming a Guild  member.”  Bookasta 
sought  damages  and  reinstatement  as  a 
registered  extra.  Court  ruled,  however, 
that  the  SAG  was  fully  qualified  to  disci- 
pline its  members  for  breaches  of  regu- 
lations. The  SAG  board  has  launched  a 
new  policy  of  holding  semi-monthly,  in- 
stead of  weekly,  meetings. 

Major  studio  managers  met  to  discuss 
proposed  contracts  with  film  editors,  set 
designers,  script  clerks,  readers  and  pub- 
licists. Metro  executives  are  parleying 
with  members  of  the  Studio  Office  Em- 
ployes Guild,  who  are  demanding  a wage 
increase,  two  weeks’  vacation  with  pay 
annually,  and  improved  working  condi- 
tions. Contract  between  the  American 
Society  of  Cinematographers  and  the 
producers  is  near  the  signature  stage,  the 
pact  now  being  in  the  hands  of  company 
attorneys. 


Jack  Moss  Signed  as 
Paramount  Producer 

Jack  Moss  has  been  contracted  to  a 
producer’s  berth  at  Paramount.  His 
initial  assignment  will  be  to  develop  a 
unit  in  which  pictures  will  be  directed  by 
Henry  Hathaway  and  Theodore  Reed. 
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Production  Pace  Is 
Even;  42  in  Work 

Production  is  maintaining  an  even  pace, 
the  major  studios  reporting  42  films  in 
work  and  another  ten  being  readied. 

Paramount  has  eight  in  production,  in- 
cluding “Million  Etollar  Legs”  and  “What 
a Life!”  both  new  starts.  Warner  lists 
seven  on  its  sound  stages.  M-G-M  gunned 
“6,000  Enemies”  to  total  five,  exclusive  of 
“Gone  With  the  Wind.”  “Five  Who  Came 
Back”  went  into  production  at  RKO 
Radio,  giving  that  studio  a quintet.  A 
like  total  is  carded  at  20th  Century-Fox, 
where  “It  Could  Happen  to  You”  was  put 
into  work. 

Columbia  and  Universal  each  report 
three  features  and  one  serial  in  produc- 
tion. Columbia  started  “Arizona  Cow- 
boy,” while  “Metropolitan  Police”  was 
given  the  go  signal  at  Universal.  Repub- 
lic is  filming  three,  including  “Tidal 
Wave,”  a new  start.  Monogram  shoved 
off  a pair  of  new  ones,  “Boys’  Reforma- 
tory” and  “Bullets  and  Blizzards,”  to  equal 
Republic’s  pace. 


Workers  Benefit  by  Start 
On  Next  Season's  Slate 

Despite  the  recent  drastic  layoff  of  car- 
penters, teamsters,  electricians  and  back- 
lot  workers  at  M-G-M,  which  studio,  in 
company  with  several  others,  has  virtu- 
ally completed  its  1938-39  production 
slate,  the  fact  that  most  lots  are  already 
devoting  the  lion’s  share  of  their  atten- 
tion to  getting  a head  start  on  their  1939- 
40  quotas  is  serving  to  prevent  any  wide- 
spread recurrence  of  the  unemployment 
distress  caused  last  year  by  the  produc- 
tion slump. 

Only  at  M-G-M  is  there  any  concrete 
indication  that  a lag  in  production  is  the 
order  of  the  day,  bringing  with  it  layoff 
notices  for  some  2,000  workers.  The  four 
pictures  currently  in  work  at  the  Culver 
City  plant  will  wind  up  Metro’s  1938-39 
slate,  with  but  one  film,  “Babes  in  Arms,” 
scheduled  thus  far  to  go  into  work  in  the 
near  future  for  1939-40  release.  Studio 
attaches  declare  the  lull  will  continue  well 
into  May,  when  a spurt  is  slotted  to  give 
the  company  a substantial  backlog  on  its 
new  season  releases. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox,  where  con- 
struction craftsmen  and  other  workers  are 
experiencing  a brief  let-down,  intends  to 
step  on  the  accelerator  before  the  end  of 
the  month.  'Tire  four  pictures  in  work 
now  will  wind  up  the  Westwood  plant’s 
1938-39  chore,  but  a steady  production 
pace  will  be  maintained  throughout 
spring  and  summer  on  the  new  season’s 
output,  starting  with  “East  Side  of 
Heaven,”  going  into  work  March  27,  and 
followed  by  “Hotel  for  Women,”  April  3, 
and  “Hollywood  Cavalcade”  and  “Texas 
Kid”  on  April  17.  Other  spring  starters 
will  be  “The  Rains  Came,”  “He  Married 
His  Wife”  and  “The  Story  of  Brigham 
Young,”  all  budgeters  requiring  extensive 
technical  and  construction  staffs. 

Paramount,  which  will  have  a backlog 
of  12  or  more  features  when  the  new  sea- 
son opens,  is  currently  filming  “Geroni- 


mo”  and  “Beau  Geste”  for  1939-40  dis- 
tribution. Although  only  one  picture  re- 
mains to  be  completed  for  the  1938-39 
slate,  the  studio  will  keep  up  an  unfalter- 
ing pace  during  the  next  few  months,  in 
which  starts  are  listed  for  “What  a Life,” 
“The  Cat  and  the  Canary”  and  “Ruler  of 
the  Seas.” 

Warner  spokesmen  say  the  Burbank 
plant,  pursuing  its  established  policy,  will 
keep  a steady  hand  on  the  production 
throttle  throughout  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer, even  though  its  1938-39  schedule  is 
wound  up.  All  the  films  now  in  work,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  “Gantry  the 
Great,”  will  be  held  over  for  1939-40  re- 
lease dates,  and  the  plant  will  continue  its 
drive  to  build  up  reserves  of  product  for 
the  new  season. 

Most  of  the  other  plants,  though  well 
along  with  their  1938-39  schedule,  have 
large  enough  unfinished  balances  to  main- 
tain them  at  normal  pace  until  the  new 
production-distribution  season  is  officially 
under  way  early  in  August. 


The  Mad  Mayor — 

“No  mud  throwing,  only  vie  slinging,” 
shouts  Mayor  Mischa  Auer  in  this 
scene  from  his  successful  caiididacy 
for  the  high  post  in  Universal  city. 
Certain  factions  charge  he  frightened 
opponents  Joy  Hodges  and  Frank 
Jenks  out  of  the  race. 


Final  Crime  Club  Films 
For  Universal  Release 

Crime  Club  Productions  winds  up  its  re- 
leasing deal  with  Universal  upon  com- 
pletion and  delivery  of  two  more  detective 
thrillers  for  the  1938-39  slate,  and  Law- 
rence Fox,  president  of  the  company,  is 
currently  in  New  York  lining  up  a new 
affiliation. 

Word  received  from  Fox  by  Irving 
Starr,  producer  of  the  series,  indicates 
that  either  Paramount  or  RKO  Radio  will 
sign  to  release  Crime  Club’s  output  for  the 
new  season.  Neither  deal  is  definite  as 
yet,  however,  Starr  reported.  Meantime 
“Metropolitan  Police”  is  rolling  and  “They 
Can’t  Hang  Me,”  final  picture  for  U,  is 
being  scripted  for  a start  within  three 
weeks. 


Czech  Grab  Stalls 
Speech  bp  Benes 

Europe’s  war  clouds  are  6,000  miles 
away  from  the  film  capital,  but  their 
shadow  is  having  effect  on  the  activities 
of  Hollywood’s  progressive,  anti-Fascist 
organizations. 

The  dismemberment  of  Czechoslovakia, 
for  one  thing,  spiked  the  plans  of  the 
Hollywood  Committee  of  56  to  play  host 
to  that  country’s  former  president.  Dr. 
Eduard  Benes,  who  canceled  his  proposed 
western  trip.  Substituting  for  the  states- 
man at  a meeting  at  the  Shrine  Auditor- 
ium was  Jan  Masaryk,  son  of  Thomas 
Masaryk,  first  president  of  the  Czechs, 
with  scores  of  Hollywood  industry  figures 
attending. 

Irving  Pichel  presided  over  a meeting  of 
the  German-American  League  for  Cul- 
ture, called  to  demonstrate  to  America 
that  citizens  of  this  community  who  are 
of  German  descent  are,  in  the  vast  ma- 
jority, loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  in  Lecture 

Making  her  third  appearance  before  the 
Modern  Forum,  Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt was  scheduled  to  lecture  at  the  Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium,  March  22,  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Artists  Committee.  Among  the  film 
colonists  reserving  seats  were  James 
Roosevelt,  son  of  Mrs.  Roosevelt  and  now 
vice-president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn  Produc- 
tions. 

The  Associated  Film  Audiences  pre- 
sented its  third  in  an  eight-lecture  series 
on  “The  Audience  Studies  the  Film  In- 
dustry,” with  Donald  Ogden  Stewart  dis- 
cussing “Censorship”  as  applied  to  film 
writing. 

Seeking  the  cooperation  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  on  the  grounds  it  is  “the 
greatest  medium”  available  to  carry 
America’s  message  of  freedom,  progress 
and  tolerance  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  a 
national  organization  known  as  the  Pan- 
American  Fellowship  has  been  formed 
here,  with  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Carl  Laemmle, 
Harold  Lloyd,  Rupert  Hughes  and  other 
film  figures  represented  on  its  advisory 
board. 

Cooperative  Move 

Headed  by  Albert  Brovm,  the  fellow- 
ship aims  to  consolidate  the  250,000,000 
people  in  the  Latin-American  republics 
and  the  United  States  for  closer  inter- 
national cooperation  and  resistance  to 
“subversive  propaganda  from  abroad.” 
Immediate  plans  call  for  a celebration  on 
April  14,  designated  as  Pan-American  Day 
by  President  Roosevelt. 

Jan  Masaryk,  son  of  the  late  Thomas 
Masaryk,  founder-president  of  Czecho- 
slovakia, was  the  guest  of  Harry  M.  War- 
ner at  the  Warner  studio  and  of  Louis  B. 
Mayer  at  M-G-M  when  he  arrived  in 
Hollywood  to  lecture  at  the  Shrine  Audi- 
torium under  sponsorship  of  the  Holly- 
wood Anti-Nazi  League. 


Griffith  Assignment 

Raymond  Griffith  will  produce  “Deal 
in  Hearts”  at  20th  Century-Fox. 
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THREE 
NEW  STARS 


EASTMAN’S  new  motion  pictnre  negative 
films  . . . general-purpose  Plus-X^  high- 
speed Super-XX^  ultra-fine-grain  Back- 
ground-X  . . . add  highly  dependable  per- 
formance to  extraordinary  special  abili- 
ties. Their  instant  acceptance  and  con- 
stantly wider  use  by  the  industry  mark 
them  as  today’s  outstanding  raw-film  stars. 
Eastman  Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
(J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort 
Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN  Plus-X... 
Super-XX ...  Baehground-X 
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There  should  be  definite  manifesta- 
tions of  red  faces — and,  incidentally, 
a growing  feeling  of  apprehension — 
within  the  smug  producers’  clique  which 
has  viewed  with  raised  eyebrows  and 
tongue-in-cheek  superiority  the  current 
tendency  on  the  part  of  eastern  film  ty- 
coons to  place  experienced  distribution 
and  exhibition  men  in  charge  of  studio 
operations. 

The  art-for-art’s-sake,  we-make-’em- 
you-sell-’em  gentry  has  had  sufficient 
demonstrations  during  recent  months  to 
awaken  to  a realization  that  their  isolation- 
ist policy,  predicated  on  the  theory  that 
men  who  sell  and  exhibit  films  cannot 
possibly  know  anything  about  the  hows 
and  whys  of  production,  is  rapidly  being 
kicked  into  the  well-known  cocked  hat; 
if  they  aren’t  too  steeped  in  a sense  of  their 
own  erudition  and  importance  to  take 
notice  of  the  obvious  straws-in-the-wind 
indications. 

One  of  the  more  recent  straws  was  an 
appointment  made  during  the  past  week 
at  Paramount,  where  Y.  Frank  Freeman 
rates  unqualified  congratulations  for  his 
good  judgment  in  naming  Jack  Moss  to  a 
producership.  During  the  few  short 
months  he  has  been  in  charge  of  studio 
operations.  Headman  Freeman  has  made 
it  very  apparent  that  he  has  ideas  of  his 
own  regarding  the  way  a motion  picture 
plant  should  be  operated.  Further,  he 
has  displayed  the  courage  of  his  convic- 
tions by  refusing  to  be  swayed  by  the  pres- 
sure, propaganda,  connivances,  intrigues 
and  influences  to  which  is  subjected  any 
one  from  the  “outside”  suddenly  cata- 
pulted into  a high  Hollywood  position. 
Steadily,  and  with  laudable  absence  of 
fanfare,  he  has  gone  about  the  business  of 
reorganizing  studio  production  personnel, 
the  Moss  appointment  being  his  latest 
move  in  this  direction. 

Albeit  he  has  had  no  actual  experience 
as  a producer,  there  is  probably  no  one  in 


Hollywood  better  equipped  than  Moss, 
through  proven  ability  and  background,  to 
master  the  job.  For  many  years  he  has 
managed  the  film  destinies  of  Director 
Henry  Hathaway  and  Gary  Cooper,  and 
has  achieved  a splendid  record  in  guiding 
both  of  them  to  the  very  top  in  their  re- 
spective fields.  In  pursuit  of  these  duties 
he  has  naturally  come  in  contact  with 
every  phase  of  filmmaking,  which  associa- 
tions, aided  by  his  widespread  local  popu- 
larity, should  be  ample  to  assure  his 
success. 


In  Metro’s  “The  Emperor’s  Stallion’’ 
Robert  Taylor  will  be  kissed  by  a horse. 
George  Raft  had  to  buss  a seal  in  “Spawn 
of  the  North”  and,  like  Taylor,  a horse  in 
“The  Lady’s  From  Kentucky.” 

Seems  that  a thorough  shakeup  in  the 
California  branch  of  the  SPCA  is  in 
order. 


Plans  for  remodeling  Paramount  studio's 
commissary  provide  for  a sound-proof  room 
in  which  executives  can  assemble  for 
weighty  business  discussions  during  lunch- 
eon. Sound-proofing  put  to  the  ultimate 
test.  If  it  can  silence  the  sibilant  inhalations 


of  succulent  borsht,  the  engineers  have  really 
got  something. 

Both  ludicrous  and  pitiful  is  the  valiant 
effort  being  made  by  Louella  Parsons  to 
keep  the  name  and  face  of  Marion  Davies 
before  the  motion  picture  colony.  At  least 
three  times  during  the  past  six  weeks  the 
Hearstian  Good  Girl  Friday  has  spotted  a 
thumbnail  cut  of  the  erstwhile  blonde  star 
in  the  place  of  honor  beside  her  own 
broad  and  beaming  countenance  at  the 
top  of  her  daily  column  of  facts  and  fables 
on  matters  cinematic. 

A careful  perusal  of  the  ensuing  lines 
reveals  that  the  placing  of  this  art  was 
inspired  by  such  breath-taking  trivia  as: 

“Marion  Davies  and  her  house  guest,  the 
Duchess  of  Sutherland,  lunching  at  the 
Marcus  Daly”  . . . Louella’s  report  that 
“The  Ziegfeld  Follies”  is  to  be  produced 
by  M-G-M,  which  she  declares  was  in- 
spired by  the  number  of  former  Ziegfeld 
stars  now  in  Hollywood,  and  among  whom 
she  deems  it  necessary  to  list  Miss  Davies’ 
name  . . . and  “He’s  a little  bit  of  terrier 
. . . but  no  thoroughbred  has  ever  had 
more  attention  than  this  stray  which  wan- 
dered into  Marion  Davies’  back  yard.” 

Incidentally,  the  portrait  of  Miss  Davies 
was  taken  when  she  starred  in  “Little  Old 
New  York,”  predicated  on  the  time  when 
Gotham  was  young — and  Marion  was 
likewise. 

After  much  palavering  and  dickering, 
20th  Century-Fox  has  borrowed  George 
Brent  for  the  male  lead  in  Louis  Brom- 
field’s  “The  Rains  Came,”  thus  sub- 
stantially, and  perhaps  unnecessarily, 
boosting  the  budget  thereon.  ’Warner  Bax- 
ter, a splendid  actor  and  an  almost  per- 
fect type  for  the  part,  is  under  contract 
to  the  Westioood  plant.  Probably  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  of  the  masterminds  that 
they  should  make  so  obvious  and  wise  a 
selection. 

Cui  bono? 


Musical,  Mules  and  Missouts 


Universal’s  “Three  Smart  Girls  Grow 
Up”  easily  breezed  under  the  wire  to  win 
first  place  from  a rather  non-consequen- 
tial  field  entered  in  last  week’s  preview 
lineup.  Certain  of  a spot  in  the  early 
spring  hit  category,  it  is  almost  equally 
certain  to  establish  boxoffice  records  on  a 
par  with  the  original  “Three  Smart  Girls,” 
in  which  Deanna  Durbin  skyrocketed  to 
stardom.  Its  excellence  and  revenue-pro- 
ducing potentialities  are  not  surprising, 
however,  considering  that  the  cast  is 
largely  the  same,  while  Joseph  Pasternak 
and  Henry  Koster  repeated  as  producer 
and  director.  Young  Miss  Durbin,  more 
mature  and  in  wonderful  voice,  shows  add- 
ed ability  as  a polished  actress,  clearly  in- 
dicating that  her  position  as  a leading 
film  player  is  more  firmly  established  than 
ever,  having  been  provided  with  an  unim- 
peachable script,  warm  in  comedy  and 
rich  in  sentiment,  from  the  typewriters  of 
Bruce  Manning  and  Felix  Jackson. 

* * 

Paramount  receives  the  nod  for  quan- 


tity, although  the  average  quality  of  its 
three  out  of  the  total  eight  entries  was, 
at  best,  no  more  than  par.  From  the 
standpoint  of  production  importance, 
“I’m  From  Missouri”  is  the  first  of  the 
batch — although  it  is  probably  Bob 
Burns’  weakest  vehicle  to  date.  It  does 
not  come  within  rifle  shot  of  being  as 
funny  as  the  comedy  talents  of  the  ba- 
zooka-playing buffoon  deserve,  as  the 
script  is  sadly  lacking  in  gags  and  woe- 
fully oversaturated  in  allegedly  homespun 
sentiment  which,  in  the  last  analysis,  is 
pure  hokum — and  none  too  capably  han- 
dled. Paul  Jones  produced  and  Theodore 
Reed  directed. 

“Sudden  Money,”  another  Marathon 
Street  reel,  falls  in  approximately  the 
same  niche,  with  Charles  Ruggles,  its 
comedy  headliner,  being  given  entirely 
too  little  to  do.  Screenplay  is  lame  and 
halting,  and  Nick  Grinde’s  direction  is 
little  better.  William  C.  Thomas  pro- 
duced. Paramount’s  “King  of  China- 
town” will  probably  perform  satisfactorily 


in  the  dual  program  niche,  although  short 
on  the  melodramatic  punch  its  title  sug- 
gests. Nick  Grinde  had  the  directorial  as- 
signment on  this  one,  also,  working  under 
Producer  Stuart  Walker. 

« * « 

From  the  RKO  Radio  stables  came 
“They  Made  Her  a Spy”  and  “Almost  a 
Gentleman.”  The  former  is  a capably 
mounted,  well-enacted  and  timely  thriller 
which  tackles  such  headline-capturing 
subjects  as  attempts  to  sabotage  Ameri- 
can military  defenses,  foreign  spy  rings, 
and  the  like.  Treading  on  familiar 
ground  throughout,  Scripters  Michael 
Kanin  and  Jo  Pagano  nevertheless  suc- 
ceeded in  freshening  up  the  stock  situa- 
tions, and  Director  Jack  Hively,  working 
under  Producer  Robert  Sisk,  shows  con- 
siderable promise  in  his  first  picture- 
piloting  chore  since  he  was  elevated  from 
film-cutting  duties.  “Almost  a Gentle- 
man” is  good  material  for  the  family  and 
juvenile  trade,  its  cast  standout  a Thes- 
Continued  on  page  68) 
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Today  CINECOLOR  throws  the  master 
switch  in  its  new  $250,000  Burbank  plant! 

As  motors  hum,  vats  swish  and  pulleys 
begin  their  ceaseless  chores... a vital  new  mile- 
stone is  passed. 

Now  equipped  to  add  a million  feet  each 
week  to  the  40,000,000  feet  of  its  film  being 
shown  throughout  the  world  . . . CINECOLOR 
is  destined  to  push  on  to  greater  heights  in 
color  accuracy,  flexibility,  speed  and  economy.  / 


2800  SOUTH  OLIVt  AVENUE,  8UR8ANK,  CALIFORNIA  * STANLEY  7-1126 


"Americanism  " Policy  in  Step 
As  Troubles  Pile  on  Europe 


Matching  in  rapidity  the  developments 
in  Europe’s  troubled  political  and  diplo- 
matic scene  are  the  steps  being  taken  in 
Hollywood  to  place  even  greater  emphasis 
on  the  industry’s  unofficial  Americaniza- 
tion policy  in  motion  picture  production, 
although  in  one  instance  the  continental 
boiling-pot  prevented  the  proposed  start 
of  one  such  feature. 

Tliis  occurred  at  Paramount,  where 
“Air  Raid”  was  scheduled  to  roll  March 
27.  The  studio’s  foreign  representatives 
notified  the  Hollywood  personnel  that 
strict  censorship  in  almost  all  European 
countries  makes  it  virtually  impossible  to 
obtain  crowd  scenes  and  shots  of  air  raid 


precautions,  sequences  which  are  vital  to 
the  production.  Hence  plans  for  its  film- 
ing have  been  temporarily  tabled. 

On  the  credit  side  of  the  ledger,  how- 
ever, came  the  first  formal  and  official 
notification  that  M-G-M  will  drag  “It 
Can’t  Happen  Here,”  Sinclair  Lewis’  anti- 
dictator novel,  off  the  shelf  for  filming  on 
the  1939-40  slate.  The  announcement, 
coming  out  of  Metro’s  annual  sales  con- 
vention in  Chicago,  thus  confirmed  earlier 
reports  that  the  Lewis  tome,  once  shelved 
as  being  too  dangerous,  is  to  be  made  into 
a motion  picture. 

The  first  venture  into  Americanism  in 
the  animated  cartoon  medium  is  being 


Cinecolor's  New  Laboratory — 

Here  is  Cinecolor,  Inc.’s,  new  $250,000  color  processing  laboratory,  which 
formally  opened  its  doors  recently.  Plant  has  a potential  capacity  of  5,000,- 
000  feet  of  color- film  per  week  and  is  currently  equipped  to  turn  out  1,000,- 
000  feet  weekly.  One  of  the  many  articles  of  latest-style  equipment,  repre- 
senting a total  investment  of  $125,000,  is  this  chemical  vat,  being  inspected 
by  Helen  Wood,  RKO  Radio  starlet,  who  is  receiving  some  first-hand  infor- 
mation from  Alan  M.  Gundelfinger , Cinecolor  vice-president. 


undertaken  by  Leon  Schlesinger,  who  has 
ordered  his  entire  organization  to  drop 
their  other  activities  and  concentrate  on 
the  making  of  “Old  Glory,”  a patriotic 
cartoon  in  Technicolor  which  wUl  star 
Porky  the  Pig.  It  wUl  be  released  as  one 
of  his  “Merrie  Melodie”  series  for  War- 
ner and  is  being  rushed  for  distribution 
by  Memorial  Day. 

Seeking  a possible  studio  tieup  for  the 
production  of  a motion  picture  to  combat 
anti-American  activity  in  the  United 
States,  WUliam  Larkin,  representative  of 
Bishop  Bernard  J.  Sheil,  leader  of  the 
Catholic  Youth  Movement,  has  been  con- 
ferring here  with  officials  of  the  Hays 
office  and  studio  executives,  principally 
at  Warner.  Larkin,  who  bears  data  cor- 
related by  Bishop  Sheil  in  connection  with 
the  American  youth  problem,  returns  to 
Chicago  in  a few  days.  One  of  the  fea- 
tures of  his  plan  is  a promise  of  nation- 
wide support  of  such  a production  by  the 
Youth  Movement  and  various  related  or- 
ganizations. 

A vigorous  denial  of  reports  that  he  has 
abandoned  his  plans  to  produce  “The 
Dictators”  was  issued  by  Charles  Chaplin. 
In  an  official  statement,  the  veteran 
comedian-producer  asserted  that  he  is 
“not  worried  about  intimidation,  censor- 
ship or  anything  else”  and  that  he  has 
“never  wavered”  from  his  originaUy  an- 
nounced plans. 

In  recognition  of  his  contribution  to 
Americanism  through  production  of  his 
series  of  historical,  patriotic  short  sub- 
jects, Harry  M.  Warner  was  presented  a 
plaque  by  the  All-American  Women’s 
Organization  in  a mass  meeting  at  the 
Warner  Hollywood  Theatre.  Crane  Wil- 
bur, who  has  directed  most  of  the  fea- 
turettes,  and  John  Litel,  who  has  had  a 
leading  role  in  many  of  them,  addressed 
the  meeting. 


Research  Council  Winds 
Up  "Listening  Tests" 

The  Academy  Research  Council’s  thea- 
tre standardization  committee  wound  up 
its  series  of  “listening  tests”  in  theatres 
equipped  with  the  new  International 
Four-Star  sound  system  by  meeting  at 
the  Gardena  Theatre  in  Gardena.  Find- 
ings from  the  tests  will  be  assembled  as 
the  basis  of  a recommended  standard 
electrical  characteristic  for  theatres  equip- 
ped with  these  reproduction  systems. 


Remake  "Beau  Brummel" 
With  Donat  as  Star 

Metro  has  scheduled  a re-make  of 
“Beau  Brummel,”  made  once  as  a silent 
with  John  Barrymore  as  the  star.  Film 
will  be  produced  in  the  company’s  Eng- 
lish studios,  Robert  Donat  drawing  the 
title  role  and  Joseph  Mankiewicz  making 
the  cross-ocean  trip  to  handle  production. 


Curtiz  on  Flynn-Davis  Film 

“The  Knight  and  the  Lady,”  co-star- 
ring Errol  Flynn  and  Bette  Davis,  will  be 
directed  for  Warner  by  Michael  Curtiz. 
William  Keighley  is  the  producer. 
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Metro  will  hold  its  eleventh  annual  golf 
tourney  June  25  at  the  Brentwood  Country 
Club.  Arrangements  committee  comprises 
Harry  Rapf,  chairman;  W.  K.  Craig,  vice- 
chairman;  E.  J.  Mannix,  handicapper; 
George  Schneider,  starter;  and  W.  P. 
Hendry,  Fred  Gabourie,  Danny  Gray,  Or- 
ville Fouse,  Merrill  Pye,  Lou  Kolb  and 
Eddie  Kannan  as  aides.  Play  will  be  in 
foursomes,  with  women  invited  to  parti- 
cipate . . . Dennis  O’Keefe  is  vacationing 
in  San  Francisco. 

★ 

Paul  Malvern  is  scouting  locations  at 
Big  Bear  for  a forthcoming  Monogram 
•picture,  accompanied  b-y  George  Wagg- 
ner,  Al  Greenwood  and  Glenn  Cook  . . . 
Lillian  Heilman,  scenarist  and  playurright, 
is  in  for  conferences  with  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn,  planing  out  from  New  York. 

* 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Ellison  are  en  route 
to  Hawaii  for  a six-week  vacation  . . . 
Alexander  Woollcott,  New  York  literary 
lion,  is  a house  guest  of  Harpo  Marx  dur- 
ing his  three-week  visit  here  . . . Barrett 
Kiesling,  Metro  publicist,  is  off  on  a five- 
month  tour,  covering  81  cities,  on  which 
he  will  contact  exhibitors  and  newspapers 
on  special  advance  exploitation  for  his 
studio’s  product. 

★ 

In  recognition  of  his  patriotic  con- 
tributions through  production  of  his  his- 
torical short  subjects,  Harry  M.  Warner 
was  presented  with  a bronze  plaque  by  the 
All-American  Women’s  organization  at  a 
mass  meeting  at  Warner’s  Hollywood 
Theatre.  More  than  3,000  women’s  club 
members  throughout  the  state  attended 
. . . Bonita  Granville  is  planning  a San 
Francisco  holiday  . . . Marie  Wilson  is  va- 
cationing in  Palm  Springs. 

* 

Fred  Beetson,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
producers  association,  has  returned  from 
an  extended  vacation  in  Hawaii. 

•k 

Clay  Hake,  managing  director  for  20th 
Century-Fox  hi  Australia,  stopped  off 
briefly  en  route  to  New  York  for  confer- 
ences ivith  company  executives  ...  Wal- 
ter Lantz,  producer  of  cartoons  for  Uni- 
versal release,  is  in  Chicago  getting  first- 
hand data  about  the  baby  panda  in  the 
Chicago  zoo,  which  he  wrill  make  the  sub- 
ject of  a forthcoming  reel. 

•k 

Bela  Lugosi  is  en  route  to  New  York 
and  London.  He  has  a film  commitment 
in  England  . . . Michael  Foster,  author, 

A Double  Feature  Vote 
Is  Not  Even  Close 

On  the  heels  of  a talk  by  Pete  Smith, 
Metro  shorts  producer,  in  which  he  con- 
demned the  practice,  the  southern  Cali- 
fornia division  of  the  Federated  Women’s 
Clubs  voted  almost  20  to  one  against  the 
dual-bill  policy  in  motion  picture  exhibi- 
tion. 

Smith  declared  his  sincere  belief  that 
theatregoers  in  the  majority  desire  a good 
single  feature  and  a program  of  good,  di- 
versified short  subjects. 


has  arrived  at  Selznick  International  to 
begin  a term  as  a scrivener  . . . William 
LeBaron  took  a brief  motoring  trip  through 
northern  California  . . . Trem  Carr  is 
battling  an  influenza  attack. 

* 

Illness  with  influenza  forced  Howard 
Strickling,  Metro  studio  publicity  head, 
to  cancel  his  trip  to  the  company’s  na- 
tional sales  convention  in  Chicago  . . . 
James  Moore,  RKO  talent  scout,  is  back 
at  the  studio  after  an  extended  scouting 
tour  in  connection  ■with  “Gateway,”  the 
Jesse  Lasky  broadcast  with  which  RKO 
is  tied  up  ..  . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leon  Schles- 
inger  spent  the  weekend  at  Palm  Springs. 
* 

Harold  LeBaron,  interior  decorator  of 
New  York  City  and  a brother  of  Para- 
mount’s William  LeBaron,  paid  a brief 
visit  to  the  studio  en  route  to  a confer- 
ence of  the  American  Institute  of  Decora- 
tors in  San  Francisco.  He  terms  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  the  greatest  mer- 
chandising medium  in  the  world. 

★ 

Margaret  Lindsay,  Warner  star,  has 
been  named  Queen  of  the  Aviation  Ball, 
to  be  held  March  26  at  the  Biltmore 
Bowl. 


New  York — The  new  plays,  who  is  in 
them  and  what  the  critics  think: 

"Tell  My  Story" 

Number  72.  In  two  acts  by  Richard 
Rohman.  Staged  by  Marcel  Strauss  and 
produced  by  the  Freeman  Theatre  Group. 
This  opened  at  the  Mercury  Theatre 
March  15  with  a cast  including  Harry 
Bellaver,  Robert  H.  Harris,  Richard  Ben- 
gali, Gordon  Nelson,  David  Turk,  William 
Toubin  and  Lee  Hillery.  The  critics: 

Robert  Coleman,  Daily  Mirror — . . . 
takes  place  in  a totalitarian  state  . . . 
diffuse  and  feeble  drama. 

John  Chapman,  Daily  News  (one  star 
plus) — . . . won’t  do. 

Richard  Watts  jr.,  Herald-Tribune — 
. . . awkward  and  shambling,  losing  most 
of  its  powers  while  it  splutters  in  its  un- 
derstandable indignation  . . . concerned 
with  that  black  chapter  in  Mussolini’s 
past  when  Fascist  gangsters  murdered  the 
valiant  Socialist  deputy,  Matteoti. 

John  Anderson,  Journal- American  — 
...  I got  from  its  scenes  the  general  im- 
pression that  it  was  falling  steadily  to 
pieces  in  all  directions  . . . lacks  the 
craftsmanship  to  convert  its  tale  into 
challenging,  or  even  interesting,  drama. 

John  Mason  Brown,  Post — The  best 
thing  that  can  be  said  ...  is  that  it  is 
anti-Fascist;  the  worst  is  that  it  is  no 
better  than  it  is. 

Brooks  Atkinson,  Times — . . . hardly 


David  Lewis,  Warner  producer,  and 
Scenarist  Casey  Robinson  are  in  Phoenix 
developing  a story  . . . William  Wyler  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  Tallichet,  have  return- 
ed from  a vacation  in  Sun  Valley  . . . Jack 
Randall,  Monogram’s  western  star,  and 
Robert  Tansey,  producer  of  the  series, 
have  embarked  on  a three-week  location- 
seeking jaunt  through  Nevada,  Idaho, 
Utah  and  Arizona  . . . Tex  Ritter,  an- 
other Monogram  sagebrusher,  has  re- 
turned from  a three-month  personal  ap- 
pearance tour.  Producer  Ed  Finney  came 
in  with  him  . . . Harold  Lloyd  is  confined 
to  his  home  nursing  minor  injuries  in- 
curred when  his  car  and  a truck  collided. 

★ 

Wesley  Ruggles  has  returned  from  a 
week’s  vacation  at  Palm  Springs  . . . Lu- 
cile  Lang,  actress,  and  Dr.  Forest  Dame- 
wood,  company  physician  for  Harry  Sher- 
man’s “Hopalong  Cassidy”  unit,  annouyiced 
their  engagement  at  a dinner  dance  at- 
tended by  Jane  Withers  and  her  parents, 
Eugene  Strong,  Josephine  Rainey,  Doris 
London  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Gor- 
don . . . Wayne  Morris  has  reported  back 
to  Warner  after  an  extended  honeymooyi 
in  the  east. 


more  than  a succession  of  explosive 
speeches  in  the  theatre. 

"Please,  Mrs.  Garibaldi" 

Number  73.  In  three  acts  by  Mary  Mc- 
Carthy. Staged  and  produced  by  Hall 
Shelton.  This  opened  at  the  Belmont 
March  16  with  a cast  including  Ruth 
Amos,  Laura  Bowman,  Christine  Arden. 
The  critics: 

L.  R.  C.,  Daily  Mirror — ...  a leading 
candidate  for  the  title  of  Worst  Play  of 
the  Season. 

Robert  Sylvester,  Daily  News  (one  star) 
— . . . nothing  less  than  a turkey. 

R.  W.  jr.,  Herald-Tribune  — There  is 
very  little  reason  for  detaining  you  long 
this  morning. 

J.  A.,  Journal- American — It  is  acted  in 
just  about  the  manner  it  deserves. 

J.  M.  B.,  Post — . . . seems  kindest  from 
every  point  of  view  to  regard  its  opening 
...  as  something  of  a secret  . . . single 
source  of  pleasure  during  an  incredibly 
bad  evening  was  the  warmth  and  tender- 
ness of  Ruth  Amos’  playing. 

R.  L.,  Sun — It  is  folksy  and  human  in 
its  way  and  it  is  also  almost  unbearably 
dull. 

B.  A.,  Times — As  dramaturgy  the  play 
is  weak,  to  be  perfectly  candid,  and  the 
acting  is  substandard  merchandise. 

Sidney  B.  Whipple,  World-Telegram — 
. . . anaemic  variation  of  the  “Yes,  My 
Darling  Daughter’’  theme  with  Italo-Amer- 
ican  trimmings. 


Plays  ...  - Possibilities 
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Demand  Exceeds  Supply  for 
"Sex,  ” Sensational  Films 


While  the  major  companies  are  in  the 
throes  of  their  annual  sales  conventions, 
held  for  the  primary  reason  of  devising 
way  and  means  of  corraling  their  share 
of  business  and  bookings  in  an  over-sup- 
plied market,  a survey  of  recent  develop- 
ments shows  that  in  one  phase  of  film- 
making  which  formerly  played  rather  an 
important  part  in  the  Hollywood  scene, 
the  demand  is  exceeding  the  supply. 

Harbingers  from  a score  of  sources  re- 
veal that  currently  there  is  a larger  mar- 
ket for  “sex,”  sensational  exploitation  and 
“roadshow”  pictures  than  ever  before,  and 
that  for  several  contributing  reasons  ac- 
tivity in  the  production  of  such  films  is 
at  a low  ebb. 

The  explanation  for  this  state  of  affairs, 
as  gained  from  those  who  are  close  stu- 
dents of  the  situation  and  whose  experi- 
ence in  the  exploitation  field  fully  quali- 
fies them  to  render  opinions,  amounts  to 
a curious  paradox  in  that  the  chief  prob- 
lem is  one  of  distribution — with  neither 
the  making  nor  the  exhibition  of  the  pic- 
ture presenting  any  great  obstacles.  Thea- 
tre operators  with  a flair  for  showmanship 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  find  the  “sex” 
picture  one  of  their  most  remunerative 
classes  of  product,  it  is  claimed,  and  re- 
ports on  business  being  done  by  the  scat- 
tered few  of  this  type  now  making  the 
rounds  show  highly  satisfactory  returns  in 
every  situation  where  they  are  booked. 

Chaotic  State-Right  Field 

Those  who  know  the  market  point  to 
what  they  term  a chaotic  condition  with- 
in the  state-right  field  as  the  greatest 
hampering  factor.  It  is  this  distribution 
field  on  which  producers  and  exhibitors 
alike  must  rely  for  handling  the  “sex” 
product  as,  obviously,  pictures  of  the  “ex- 
pose” nature  cannot  be  distributed 
through  any  major  or  semi-major  com- 
pany because  their  very  motif  bans  them 
from  the  possibility  of  obtaining  a Hays 
office  purity  seal — and  without  which  seal 
the  majors  cannot  touch  them. 

However,  independent  producers  who, 
in  previous  years,  could  rely  on  state- 
right  exchange  operators  for  partial  fi- 
nancing and  reliable  handling  of  their 
product  are  now  finding  these  revenue 
sources  and  outlets  considerably  limited. 
Blame  for  the  decline  of  state-righting  is 
laid  to  the  fact  that  most  reliable  dis- 
tributors are  now  franchise  holders  for  the 
three  semi-majors — Republic,  Monogram 
and  Grand  National — and  consequently 
can  no  longer  handle  “sex”  product. 

One  solution  to  the  distribution  prob- 
lem, and  that  a not  too  satisfactory  one, 
has  been  adopted  by  Willis  Kent,  a vet- 
eran of  20  years  in  the  exploitation  pic- 
ture field.  Ignoring  state-righters  en- 
tirely, he  secures  what  financing  is  neces- 
sary elsewhere,  makes  his  picture  and  then 
takes  it  directly  to  the  exhibitor.  When 
he  has  covered  the  market  thoroughly,  he 
retires  with  the  profits  therefrom  and  be- 
gins preparations  for  his  next.  This 
method,  however,  of  necessity  slows  down 
Kent’s  output — one  of  the  factors  in  the 
current  shortage  of  product. 

Advanced  as  the  only  true  means  of 


correcting  the  situation  is  a plan  whereby 
those  exhibitors  who  demand  “sex”  fea- 
tures in  plenty  would  be  called  upon  to 
organize  their  own  distribution  machin- 
ery, allocating  themselves  certain  terri- 
tories over  which  each  maintained  con- 
trol, and  purchasing  the  picture  direct 
from  the  producer  thereof. 

Meanwhile,  however,  there  is  but  little 
indication  that  the  starved  market  will  be 


Film  Editors  May 
Get  5-Day  Week 

Current  negotiations  concerning  a new 
producer  contract  with  the  Society  of 
Motion  Picture  Film  Editors,  Hays  office 
labor  contacts  have  disclosed,  point  to- 
ward the  inclusion  of  a five-day  week 
proviso  in  the  cutters’  working  agreement. 
'The  SMPFE  is  thus  aligned  with  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  the  executive  board 
of  the  lATSE,  painters,  carpenters,  team- 
sters and  utility  employes,  who  have  al- 
ready gone  on  record  favoring  adoption  of 
the  shorter  week  under  the  federal  wage- 
hour  law’s  44-hour  maximum.  In  most 
cases  the  maximum  would  be  curtailed  to 
40  hours,  broken  into  five  eight-hour  days. 

However,  official  adoption  of  the  short 
week  must  be  delayed  until  after  the  an- 
nual producer-labor  conferences,  concern- 
ing renewal  of  basic  working  agreements 
with  four  studio  labor  unions,  are  held  in 
New  York.  These,  in  turn,  will  not  be 
called  until  the  current  chaotic  condition 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  Local  37,  lATSE, 
is  smoothed  away  and  the  question  as  to 
whether  four  lA  locals  will  be  granted 
permanent  autonomy  is  settled.  Hays  of- 
fice labor  contacts  have  also  declared  the 
New  York  conferences  will  not  be  set  until 
negotiations  between  the  producers  and 
the  Screen  Writers  and  Screen  Directors 
Guilds  have  been  completed. 

Almost  ready  for  shipment  as  the  in- 
dustry’s contribution  to  the  Golden  Gate 
Exposition  in  San  Francisco  and  the  New 
York  World’s  Fair,  is  a feature  length 
film  titled  “America.” 


pically-inclmed  dog  yclept  Ace.  Cliff  Reid 
produced  and  Les  Goodwins  wielded  the 
megaphone. 

* ♦ 

Among  the  miscellany  were  Metro’s 
“Sergeant  Madden”  and  Warner’s  “On 
Trial.”  The  former  features  a tremendous 
performance  by  Wallace  Beery  which 
fails,  however,  to  overshadow  a script 
laden  with  great  gobs  of  hokum  and  a 
plot  development  which,  for  the  most  part. 


fed  a hearty  meal  of  “sex”  fare,  at  least  in 
the  near  future.  Kent,  who  completed 
“Tell  Your  Children,”  a story  of  the  dope 
racket,  some  four  months  ago,  is  not  in 
action  at  present.  J.  D.  Kendis,  another 
veteran,  is  currently  making  the  rounds 
with  “Slaves  in  Bondage”  but,  thus  far, 
has  announced  no  preparations  for  film- 
ing any  new  ones.  The  market  shortage 
is  made  even  more  apparent  through  the 
disclosure  that  “Damaged  Goods,”  pro- 
duced more  than  two  years  ago  with  Phil 
Goldstone  financing  its  making,  is  stUl  in 
heavy  demand.  “Marijuana,”  in  the  pro- 
duction of  which  George  Hirliman  was 
associated,  is  the  only  other  exploitation 
feature  made  in  recent  months. 


George  C.  Pratt 
Quits  Erpi  Post 

Although  the  current  Hollywood  visit  of 
T.  K.  Stevenson  and  T.  Brooke  Price, 
president  and  general  counsel,  respectively 
of  Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc.,  was 
announced  as  a brief  and  routine  business 
trip,  the  first  development  of  major  im- 
portance therefrom  was  confirmation  of 
the  oft-rumored  retirement  of  George  C. 
Pratt,  vice-president  in  charge  of  west 
coast  operations. 

Pratt’s  withdrawal  from  the  Erpi  set- 
up was  to  be  formally  announced  at  a 
limcheon  for  the  executive  March  24,  with 
Pratt  officially  leaving  the  company  April 
1.  His  duties  are  to  be  assumed  by  Cliff 
Smith,  who  now  holds  the  title  of  gen- 
eral manager  of  Erpi’s  western  division. 

Stevenson  announced  experiments  are 
currently  being  conducted  in  the  Bell 
Telephone  Laboratories  of  New  York 
through  which  will  be  brought  forth  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  reproduction 
of  sound  in  motion  picture  theatres,  an 
improvement,  however,  which  would  call 
for  stUl  another  complete  modernization 
of  this  phase  of  theatre  operation. 

When  asked  whether,  through  adoption 
of  this  new  equipment,  showmen  would 
be  subjected  to  considerable  expense, 
Stevenson  was  vague  in  reply,  declaring 
such  expense  would  be  “gradual.” 

The  Erpi  president  has  just  returned 
from  a trip  abroad,  bringing  with  him  re- 
ports that  Erpi’s  foreign  orders  showed  an 
increase  of  some  25  per  cent  for  the  first 
two  months  of  1939  as  compared  with  1938. 


defies  credibility.  Director  Josef  Von 
Sternberg  adds  no  laurels  to  his  once- 
lustrous  name. 

“On  'Trial,”  another  in  the  industry’s 
crop  of  re-makes,  is  less  dated  in  treat- 
ment than  were  others  in  the  recent 
trend  and,  consequently,  is  considerably 
more  satisfactory.  Competently  enacted, 
it  was  scripted  in  the  flashback  technique 
by  Don  Ryan,  a style  of  motivation  faith- 
fully followed  by  Director  Terry  Morse 
Bryan  Foy  is  credited  as  the  producer. 


Spearheads 

(Continued  from  page  64)  
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Paramount  Huddles 
Set  Coast  Inrush 

Next  big  influx  of  eastern  company- 
executives  is  set  for  the  early  part  of 
April,  when  Paramount  studio  will  play 
host  to  President  Barney  Balaban,  Stan- 
ton Griffis,  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee,  and  Neil  F.  Agnew,  chief  of 
distribution,  who  are  due  in  for  confer- 
ences with  Y.  Frank  Freeman,  William 
LeBaron  and  other  studio  officials  con- 
cerning final  plans  for  the  1939-40  pro- 
duction-distribution season.  Robert  M. 
Gillham,  Paramount’s  advertising-pub- 
licity chief,  has  returned  from  Kansas 
City,  where  he  handled  arrangements  for 
the  world  premiere  of  “I’m  Prom  Mis- 
souri.” 

Upon  termination  of  the  Warner  sales 
convention  in  New  York,  S.  Charles  Ein- 
feld,  publicity-advertising  director,  re- 
turned to  Hollywood  to  plunge  into  final 
details  of  arrangements  for  the  April  1 
premiere  in  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  of  “Dodge 
City.”  He  was  accompanied  by  Lee  Lyles, 
assistant  to  the  president  of  the  Santa 
Fe  railroad,  and  Ed  Ryder,  local  Santa  Fe 
representative,  who  are  huddling  with 
him  on  plans  for  a special  train  to  carry 
players  and  executives  to  the  Kansas  pre- 
miere. Einfeld  will  be  followed  here  by 
Jack  Warner. 

Lester  Cowan  has  returned  from  New 
York,  where  he  conferred  with  Nate 
Blumberg,  Universal  president,  concern- 
ing plans  for  the  next  W.  C.  Fields  fea- 
ture Cowan  will  produce  for  Universal. 

Pandro  S.  Berman  was  due  back  at  his 
desk  as  RKO  Radio’s  production  chief 
after  a jaunt  to  New  York  for  confer- 
ences with  the  homeoffice. 

Completing  his  annual  spring  visit,  Her- 
bert J.  Yates,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
Republic,  has  headed  back  to  New  York. 
James  R.  Grainger,  sales  head,  who  was 
here  conferring  with  Yates  and  M.  J. 
Siegel,  studio  chief,  also  has  pointed  for 
New  York,  although  he  planned  to  stop 
en  route  in  Dallas  and  St.  Louis  to  map 
details  of  the  company’s  four  forthcoming 
sales  conventions. 

After  discussing  advertising  and  pub- 
licity campaigns  on  M-G-M’s  new  prod- 
uct, Si  Seadler,  assistant  to  Howard  Dietz, 
the  company’s  advertising-publicity  head, 
has  returned  to  New  York.  Back  on  the 
lot,  however,  is  Jack  Chertok,  short  sub- 
jects producer,  who  spent  two  weeks  in 
the  east  lining  up  three  Robert  Benchley 
shorts  to  be  produced  there. 

Still  underway  at  20th  Century-Fox 
were  studio  conferences  in  which  details 
of  the  company’s  1939-40  production  quota 
were  laid  out  preparatory  to  the  Chicago 
sales  convention  this  weekend.  Participat- 
ing were  Sidney  R.  Kent,  Joseph  Schenck, 
Herman  Wobber,  Darryl  Zanuck  and  Wil- 
liam Goetz. 


Lloyd-RKO  Deal 

Harold  Lloyd  has  returned  from  New 
York,  where  he  signed  a two-picture  pro- 
duction-release deal  with  RKO  Radio. 
The  comedian  starts  preparations  on  the 
first  immediately. 


Burbank  Visitor — 

Visiting  the  Warner  studio  while  va- 
cationing in  Southern  California  re- 
cently, Charles  Klein,  operator  of  the 
Black  Hills  Amusemeiit  Co.  of  Dead- 
wood,  S.  D.,  dropped  in  for  a chat  with 
May  Robson  on  the  “Family  Reunion” 
set. 

Australian  Executives 
Pause  in  Hollywood 

En  route  to  New  York  for  conferences 
with  the  major  companies’  distribution 
heads  concerning  the  problems  with  which 
American  distributors  will  be  confronted 
as  a result  of  a new  film  quota  act  adopted 
in  New  South  Wales,  four  Australian  mo- 
tion picture  executives  paused  briefly  in 
Hollywood  to  inspect  the  production  scene. 

Headed  by  Norman  Bede  Rydge,  man- 
aging director  of  Greater  Union  Theatres 
and  affiliated  production-distribution  in- 
terests in  Australia,  the  delegation  in- 
cludes Clarence  Hake  and  Bernard  Free- 
man, distribution  heads  for  20th  Century- 
Fox  and  Metro,  respectively,  in  that  terri- 
tory. Rydge  was  to  be  guest  of  honor  at 
a luncheon  given  by  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Paramount  studio  manager,  before  head- 
ing east,  with  a guest  list  including  Capt. 
Harold  Auten,  Rydge’s  American  repre- 
sentative, George  L.  Bagnall,  A.  M.  Bots- 
ford,  Luigi  Luraschi  and  Edward  Schell- 
horn. 

Rydge  is  concerned  chiefly  with  lining 
up  American  product  to  supplement  that 
supplied  his  theatres  by  Cinesound,  an 
Australian  production  organization  of 
which  he  is  managing  director.  Hake  and 
Freeman,  however,  are  intent  upon  dis- 
cussing the  New  South  Wales  quota  legis- 
lation which  gives  “down  under”  show- 
men a 25  per  cent  cancellation  right  as  a 
means  of  boosting  native  production. 

Harry  Hunter,  Paramount’s  Australian 
manager,  was  to  have  accompanied  the 
others,  but  missed  the  boat  and  will  ar- 
rive instead  on  April  17. 


Assign  Frank  McDonald 

Prank  McDonald  will  direct  “They  Ask 
for  It,”  a Max  Golden  production,  at 
Universal. 


UA  Executives  Mum 
On  Visit  Object 

Although  their  presence  here  is  taken 
by  some  railbirds  to  indicate  that  answers 
to  several  questions  concerning  United 
Artists  itself,  as  well  as  various  producer- 
units  within  and  without  its  fold,  may  be 
provided  shortly,  neither  Murray  Silver- 
stone,  chairman  of  the  UA  board,  Lynn 
Farnol,  advertising-publicity-exploitation 
director,  nor  John  Hay  Whitney,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Selznick  Interna- 
tional, have  so  far  deviated  from  a closed- 
mouth  policy. 

Among  the  problems  confronting  the 
visitors,  according  to  conjectural  informa- 
tion forthcoming  from  those  close  to  the 
situation,  are: 

1.  The  possibility  of  signing  Selznick  In- 
ternational to  a UA  releasing  deal  for 
1939-40.  Spokesmen  for  David  Selznick 
and  Whitney  admit  that  Silverstone  has 
conferred  with  them  and  that  the  subject 
of  the  parleys  was,  with  little  doubt,  along 
this  line.  However,  Silverstone  himself, 
who  announced  he  would  spend  a week  or 
more  in  Hollywood,  is  mum  on  the  situa- 
tion. 

2.  Possibility  that  an  out-of-court  set- 
tlement of  the  suit  filed  in  New  York  by 
Samuel  Goldwyn  against  United  Artists 
may  be  effected  during  Silverstone’s  stay 
here.  The  UA  executive,  however,  declar- 
ed that  “no  plans  have  been  made  or  even 
thought  about”  in  this  connection,  while 
Goldwyn  attaches  pointed  out  that  the 
producer  has  been  vacationing  in  Palm 
Springs  and,  to  their  knowledge,  had  not 
been  in  touch  with  Silverstone  at  all. 
Goldwyn  was  due  back  in  the  film  capital 
to  attend  the  preview  of  his  latest  UA 
offering,  “Wuthering  Heights,”  for  which 
event  James  Mulvey,  his  eastern  repre- 
sentative, has  arrived. 

3.  Consideration  of  an  expansion  policy 
for  UA  under  which  qualified  outside  pro- 
ducers would  be  brought  into  the  organ- 
ization to  augment  the  1939-40  product 
lineup.  It  is  reliably  reported  that  Sil- 
verstone, who  declared  he  came  here 
principally  to  confer  with  the  individual 
UA  producers  concerning  their  respective 
production  plans  for  the  new  season,  has 
been  in  contact  with  several  production 
names — but  on  this,  as  on  other  phases  of 
his  visit,  he  remains  silent. 

Farnol  is  here  chiefly  to  map  exploita- 
tion plans  for  Goldwyn’s  “Wuthering 
Heights.”  He  and  Silverstone  are  also 
parleying  with  Edward  Small,  Hal  Roach 
and  Walter  Wanger,  UA  producers. 

Goldwyn  officials  received  word  from 
Washington  that  James  Roosevelt,  new 
vice-president  of  the  organization,  will  be 
named  defendant  in  the  government’s  an- 
ti-trust action  against  United  Artists 
among  other  motion  picture  companies. 
Roosevelt  is  to  be  named  in  place  of  James 
Mulvey,  whose  place  he  took  on  the  UA 
board. 


Next  "Saint" 

Next  in  RKO  Radio’s  “Saint”  series  will 
be  ‘“Tlie  Saint  Overboard,”  to  be  produced 
here  following  completion  of  “The  Saint 
in  London,”  in  production  in  England. 
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OPTIONS 


— Columbia 

SAM  DUNCAN  joins  writing  staff. 

— Metro 

WILLIAM  LUDWIG,  writer  of  “The  Hardy 
Family"  series,  handed  new  scripting  contract. 
EDWARE)  KlLROY,  actor,  given  new  contract. 
HELEN  GILBERT,  member  of  studio  orchestra, 
signs  long-term  contract. 

— Principal 

DAVE  GOULD  signed  to  develop  skating  and 
dancing  routines  for  six-year-old  Irene  Dare’s 
coming  starrer,  “Everything’s  on  Ice.” 

— liKO  Radio 

RAY  WHITLEY  signed  to  star  in  four  “Six 
Bar  Cowboy"  musical  short  subjects. 

EL')WAR1‘>  ELLIS  signs  three-picture  acting 
deal.  First  will  be  a spot  in  “Career,"  forth- 
coming Robert  Sisk  production. 

— Sel/nick  International 

ALFRED  HITCHCOCK.  English  director,  signs 
exclusive  long-term  contract.  Pictures  lined  up 
for  him  include  “Rebecca,"  “The  Flashing 
Stream"  and  “Titanic." 

ALAN  MARSHAL  given  extension  on  acting 
contract. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

ELIZABETH  MEEHAN  joins  writing  staff. 
GENE  MARKEY,  associate  producer,  and  JU- 
LIAN JOHNSON,  story  editor,  held  for  addi- 
tional terms;  JEAN  ROGERS,  IVA  STEWART, 
ALICE  ARMAND  and  RICHARD  BOND,  stock 
players,  given  contract  extensions. 

— Uni\’er>al 

ROBERT  CE^MMINGS  signs  new  long-term  act- 
ing contract. 

WILLIAM  LETNDIGAN  given  extension  on  act- 
ing ticket. 

— Warner 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD  given  new  term 
acting  contract  and  a role  in  “Give  Me  a Child." 

LYA  LYS  draws  new  term  acting  contract. 
She  is  currently  in  “Confessions  of  a Nazi  Spy." 

VERA  LEWIS,  actress,  given  new  term  con- 
tract: FRED  NTBLO  Jr.,  writer,  retained  for  an- 
other term.  He  is  currently  on  “Pony  Boy." 


Vidor  Helms  "Passage" 

King  Vidor  will  direct  “Northwest  Pass- 
age,” starring  Robert  Taylor,  for  M-G-M, 
with  production  starting  in  April.  Wal- 
lace Beery  and  Spencer  Tracy  have  the 
other  top  spots.  Shooting  will  start  at 
Payette  Lake,  Idaho.  W.  S.  Van  Dyke, 
originally  scheduled  to  direct,  is  held  by 
other  commitments. 


Guizars  Final  Set 


REVIEW 


SCRIPTERS 


FLASHES 


HOUND  OF  THE  BASKERVILLES,  THE— 
(20th-Fox) — Doctor  Watson's  famous  needle 
will  not  be  necessary  to  hypo  boxoflices 
to  prosperity  with  this  brilliantly  cast,  im- 
pressively produced  and  masterfully  di- 
rected film  edition  of  Arthur  Conan  Doyle's 
well  read  mystery.  With  Basil  Rathbone 
as  the  perfect  Sherlock  Holmes  it  sets  a 
new  high  among  chillers.  Gene  Markey 
produced;  Sidney  Lanfield  directed. 

COMPLETE  REVIEWS  on  the  above 
pictures  will  appear  in  an  early  issue 
of  BOXOFFICE. 


Musical  Quartette  Is 
Signed  by  Sherman 

Harry  Sherman  has  signed  “The  King’s 
Men.”  radio-screen  musical  quartette,  to  a 
six-picture  deal  which  provides  that  they 
do  not  work  in  any  other  production  with- 
out Sherman’s  okay.  They  are  spotted  in 
“Argentina,”  a Hopalong  Cassidy  western 
for  Paramount  release,  as  their  first  as- 
signment. 


Albert  Ray  Producing 
Seven  "U"  Westerns 

Universal  has  signed  Albert  Ray  to  pro- 
duce the  seven  Johnny  Mack  Brown  west- 
erns it  will  make  on  the  1939-40  slate. 
Ray  moves  over  from  20th  Century-Fox, 
where  he  has  been  writing  for  the  past 
two  years. 


Stewart  on  Loanout 


— Samuel  Goldwyn 

DUDLEY  NICHOLS  to  “Seventh  Cavalry,"  a 
Gary  Cooper  starrer  which  John  Ford  will  direct. 
Harold  Shumate  wrote  the  original. 

— Metro 

EDDIE  MORAN  borrowed  from  Hal  Roach  to 
work  on  “Remember,"  which  Milton  Bren  will 
produce. 

— Monogram 

MARION  ORTH  to  “Tom  Boy,"  which  will  fea- 
ture Marcia  Mae  Jones  and  Jackie  Moran.  Fan- 
chon  Royer  will  produce. 

— Principal 

HARRY  CHANDLEE  polishing  “Boy  Who  Cried 
Wolf,"  a Bobby  Breen  starrer.  Herbert  C.  Lewis 
and  Ian  Hunter  turned  in  the  script. 

— KKO  Itadio 

OLIVER  DRAKE  to  “Along  the  Rio  Grande," 
a George  O’Brien  western. 

DAVID  SILVERSTEIN  to  the  first  of  the  “Dr. 
Chiistian"  features,  adapted  from  the  radio  serial, 
with  Jean  Hersholt  starring.  William  Stephens 
will  produce. 

— Hal  Koach 

DONALD  HENDERSON  CLARKE  to.  “The 
Housekeeper’s  Daughter,"  his  own  original. 

— Republic 

GEORGE  CLARK  and  PRESCOTT  CHAPLIN 
to  “Suicide  Squad." 

— Selznick  International 

MICHAEL  FOSTER  and  WINSTON  MILLER 
teamed  on  "Titanic." 

— Harry  Sherman 

NORMAN  HOUSTON  signed  to  do  three  screen 
plays  for  Paramount  release,  one  of  them  a Zane 
Grey  story. 

STUART  ANTHONY  to  “The  Ne’er-do-Well," 
a Rex  Beach  story.  Paramount  will  release. 

— 20th  Century-Fox 

SONYA  LEVIEN  to  “Maryland,"  a semi-sequel 
to  “Kentucky.” 

ROWLAND  BROWN  to  “Johnny  Apollo.” 

— Universal 

ARTHUR  T.  HORMAN  polishing  “They  Asked 
for  It,"  slated  for  an  early  start  with  Max 
Golden  producing  and  Frank  MacDonald  direct- 
ing. Joy  Hodges,  Michael  Whalen  and  Dick 
Foran  have  the  leads. 

— Warner 

NORMAN  BURNSTINE  and  HEINZ  HERALD 
to  “The  Life  of  Dr.  Elirlich." 

FRED  NIBLO  JR.,  to  “The  Fighting  69th," 
adapting  from  a book  by  Father  Duffy,  religious 
counselor  to  the  Rainbow  Division  of  the  A.E.F. 
in  the  World  War.  Bryan  Foy  will  produce. 

LEE  KATZ  to  “Not  Wanted,"  cast  of  which 
will  be  headed  by  Harry  Davenport  and  John 
Litel. 

EARL  BALDWIN  to  “Oomph  Girl.”  Ann  Sheri- 
dan will  have  the  title  role. 

EARL  BALDWIN  and  FRANK  DONOGHUE 
to  “The  World  Moves  On,"  a Mark  Hellinger 
story  which  will  star  James  Cagney. 


Final  Tito  Guizar  feature  on  the  1938- 
39  program  for  Paramount  release  will  be 
“The  Singing  Charro,”  which  Dario  Far- 
alla  will  place  in  production  when  Guizar 
has  completed  “The  Double-Dyed  De- 
ceiver” for  Harry  Sherman. 


L.  A,  Harbor  Location 

Los  Angeles  Harbor  has  been  tentatively 
selected  by  Producer-Director  Frank 
Lloyd  as  the  site  for  location  scenes  in 
connection  with  “Ruler  of  the  Seas,”  for 
Paramount  release. 


Yohalen  to  "U" 

Universal  has  signed  George  Yohalen, 
former  aide  to  Producer  William  Anthony 
McGuire  at  M-G-M,  as  a producer  on  a 
term  deal.  No  assignment  has  been 
handed  him  yet. 


Bischoff  on  "Mankind" 

Warner  has  assigned  Sam  Bischoff  to 
produce  “Benefit  of  Mankind,”  John  Gar- 
field starrer  which  Marvin  Wald  is  script- 
ing. 


James  Stewart  has  been  borrowed  from 
M-G-M  by  Columbia  for  the  lead  oppo- 
site Jean  Arthur  in  “Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,”  which  Frank  Capra  will  pro- 
duce and  direct.  Picture  rolls  April  1. 


Title  for  Autry  Film 

Republic’s  current  Gene  Autry  western 
has  been  titled  “Blue  Montana  Sky.” 


STORY  BUYS 


— Metro 

■'Forty  Little  Mothers,”  by  Edward  Fadiman. 
It  has  been  made  once  as  a French-lan^age 
fea  ture. 

— KKO  Radio 

"The  Outlaw  of  Three  Corners,”  by  Bernard 
McConville,  to  RKO  Radio  as  a George  O’Brien 
western. 

"Vigil  in  the  Night,”  by  A.  J.  Cronin,  as  a 
starring  vehicle  for  Carole  Lombard.  Cronin 
authored  "The  Citadel.” 

— Selznick  International 

“Ordeal,”  by  Neville  Schute. 

"The  Flashing  Stream,”  a play  by  Charles 
Morgan.  It  will  be  directed  by  Alfred  Hitchcock. 

— Walter  Wanger 

"House  Acro.ss  the  Bay,”  a prison  melodrama 
liy  Myles  Connolly. 


Borzage  Assigned 

Frank  Borzage  has  been  signed  to  direct 
Paramount’s  “Disputed  Passage,”  from 
the  Lloyd  Douglas  novel,  in  which  Doro- 
thy Lamour,  Akim  Tamiroff  and  Robert 
Preston  will  be  featured.  Harlan  Thomp- 
son will  produce. 


Monogram  Topper 

As  one  of  the  toppers  on  its  46-feature 
program  for  1939-40,  Monogram  will  pro- 
duce “Rip  Van  Winkle,”  from  the  story 
by  Washington  Irving.  An  unknown 
character  actor  is  being  sought  for  the 
title  role. 


Hellinger  to  Produce 

Mark  Hellinger  will  produce  “Light 
Horse  Harry,”  a story  of  professional  foot- 
ball, for  Warner.  Bert  Wheeler  has  the 
title  role. 


Directs  "Tidal  Wave" 

“Tidal  Wave”  will  be  directed  for  Re- 
public by  John  H.  Auer.  Armand  Schaef- 
fer produces. 
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STARTING 


ARIZONA  COWBOY  — Charles  Starrett,  Iris 
Meredith,  Bob  Nolan,  Dick  Curtis.  Producer: 
Irving:  Briskin.  Director:  Sam  Nelson. 


WELL  ALONG 


GOOD  GIKLS  GO  TO  PARIS,  TOO— Joan  Blon- 
dell,  Meivyn  Douglas,  Walter  Connolly,  Isabel 
Jeans.  Producer:  William  Perlberg.  Director: 
Al  Hall.  Original:  Lenore  Coffee,  William 
Joyce  Cowen. 


COMPLETED 


MISSING  DAUGHTERS— Richard  Arlen,  Rochelle 
Hudson,  Isabel  Jewell,  Marian  Marsh,  Charles 
MacAvoy,  Lorna  Gray,  James  Craig.  Producer: 
Jack  Fier.  Director:  C.  C.  Coleman. 
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60(10  ENEMIES — Walter  Pidgeon,  Rita  Johnson, 
Nat  Pendleton,  John  Arledge,  Guinn  Williams. 
Producer:  Lucien  Hubbard.  Director:  George 
Seitz.  Original:  Dr.  Leonidas  Stanley,  Wilson 
Menard.  Screenplay:  Bertram  Milhauser. 


IT’S  A WONDERFUL  WORLD— Claudette  Col- 
bert, James  Stewart,  Frances  Drake,  Ernest 
Truex,  Guy  Kibbee,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Nat  Pen- 
dleton. Producer:  Louis  D.  Lighten.  Director: 
W.  S.  Van  Dyke. 

MAIDEN  VOYAGE— Robert  Young,  Billie  Burke, 
Reginald  Owen,  Frank  Morgan,  Annabella,  Wal- 
ter Connolly,  Samuel  S.  Hinds.  Producer:  Lou 
Ostrow.  Director:  Edgar  Selwyn.  Original: 
Gottfried  Reinhardt,  Virginia  Faulkner. 
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BliLLKTS  AND  BLIZZARDS— Tex  Ritter,  Snub 
Pollard.  Producer:  Ed  Finney.  Director:  Al 
Herman.  Original:  John  Rathmell. 


WOLF  CALL — John  Carroll,  Movita.  Producer: 
Paul  Malvern.  Director:  George  Waggner. 
Original:  Jack  London.  Screenplay:  Josepli 
West. 
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WHAT  A LIFE — Jackie  Cooper,  John  Howard, 
Betty  Field,  Lionel  Stander,  Janice  Logan, 
Vaughn  Glaser.  Producer:  William  LeBaron. 
Director:  Ted  Reed.  Original:  Clifford  Gold- 
smith. Screenplay:  Billy  Wilder,  Charles 

Brackett. 


MILLION  DOLLAR  LEGS — Betty  Grable,  John 
Hartley,  Donald  O’Connor,  Dorothea  Kent, 
Jackie  Coogan.  Producer:  William  C.  Thomas. 
Director:  Nick  Grinde.  Screenplay:  Lou  Kaye. 

GREAT  ENEMY — Preston  Foster,  Ralph  Morgan, 
Ellen  Drew,  William  Henry,  Andy  Devine,  Mar- 
jorie Gateson,  Kitty  Kelly,  Chief  Thundercloud. 
Producer:  William  LeBaron.  Director:  Paul 
Sloane.  Original  Screenplay:  Paul  Sloane. 
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RACKETEERS’  ROUNDUP  — George  O’Brien, 

Chill  Wills.  Producer:  Bert  Gilroy.  Director: 

D.  Ross  Lederman.  Original:  Bernard  McCon- 
ville.  Screenplay:  Oliver  Drake. 


THE  GIRL  FROM  MEXICO — Lupe  Velez,  Donald 
Woods,  Leon  Errol,  Donald  McBride.  Producer: 
Robert  Sisk.  Director:  Les  Goodwins.  Original: 
Lionel  Houser.  Screenplay:  Lionel  Houser, 
Joseph  Fields. 

SECOND  SHOT — ^Lucille  Ball,  Allan  Lane,  Evelyn 
Brent,  Donald  Briggs,  Bernadene  Hayes,  Steffi 
Duna,  Eddie  Emerson.  Producer:  Cliff  Reid. 
Director:  Jack  Hively.  Original:  Garrett  Fort. 
Screenplay:  Michael  Kanin. 


BLUE  MONTANA  SKY— Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Bur- 
nette, June  Storey,  Dorothy  Granger,  Colorado 
Hillbillies.  Producer:  Harry  Grey.  Director: 
B.  Reeves  Eason.  Screenplay:  Gerald  Geraghty. 
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THREE  TEXAS  STEERS— John  Wayne.  Max  Ter- 
hune,  Ray  Corrigan,  Carole  Landis,  Roscoe  Ates,  ^ 
Collette  Lyons.  Producer:  William  Berke.  Di-  frl 
rector:  George  Sherman.  Screenplay:  Betty 
Burbridge. 


SECOND  FIDDLE — Sonja  Henie,  Tyrone  Power, 
Rudy  Vallee,  Lyle  Talbot,  Mary  Healy,  Shirley 
Ross,  Edna  Mae  Oliver.  Producer:  Gene  Mar- 
key.  Director:  Sidney  Lanfield.  Original: 
George  Bradshaw.  Screenplay:  Harry  Tugend. 

Sl’ANLEY  ANI>  lAVINGSTONE— Spencer  Tracy, 
Nancy  Kelly,  Richard  Greene,  Walter  Brennan, 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke.  Producer:  Kenneth  Mac- 
gowan.  Director:  Henry  King.  Screenplay: 
JuLen  Josephson,  Philip  Dunne. 


HOY  FRIEND  — Jane  Withers,  Arleen  Whelan, 
Richard  Bond,  Warren  Hymer,  David  Newell. 
Producer:  John  Stone.  Director:  James  Tinling. 
Original  Screenplay:  Barry  Trivers,  Joseph  Hoff- 
man. 
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THE  MAN  IN  THE  IRON  MASK— Louis  Hay- 
ward, Joan  Bennett,  Warren  William,  Walter 
Kingsford,  Peter  Cushing.  Producer:  Edward 
Small.  Director:  James  Whale.  Original:  Alex- 
ander Dumas.  Screenplay:  Frederick  Jackson. 
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BACKSTAGE  PHANTOM — William  Gargan,  Irene 
Hervey,  Harvey  Stephens,  Jan  Duggan,  Dorothy 
Arnold,  El  Brendel.  Producer:  Edmund  Grain- 
ger. Director:  Joe  May.  Original:  Thomas 
Fallon.  Screenplay:  Peter  Milne. 

EX-CHAMP — Tom  Brown,  Victor  McLaglen.  Pro- 
ducer: Burt  Kelly.  Director:  Phil  Rosen. 


THE  SUN  NEVER  SETS — Douglas  Fairbanks  jr., 
Basil  Rathbone,  Virginia  Field,  Lionel  Atwill, 
C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Barbara  O’Neil.  Producer: 
Rowland  V.  Lee.  Director:  Rowland  V.  Lee. 
Screenplay:  W.  P.  Lipsconab. 

FOR  LOVE  OR  MONEY— Robert  Kent.  June  Lang, 
Addison  Richards,  Ed  Brophy,  Richard  Lane. 
Producer:  Max  Golden.  Director:  Al  Rogell. 
Original  Screenplay:  Timothy  Carroll. 


BIG  TOWN  CZAR — Barton  MacLane,  Eve  Arden, 
Jack  LaRue,  Frank  Jenks,  Horace  MacMahon,  G 
Ed  Sullivan,  Clyde  Dllson.  Producer:  Ken  Gold-  3 
smith.  Director:  Arthur  Lubin.  Original;  Ed  ^ 
Sullivan.  Screenplay:  Edmund  Hartmann.  * 


GIVE  ME  A CHILD  — Priscilla  Lane,  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  Spring  Byington,  Gale  Page.  Gladys 
George,  Johnnie  Davis.  Producer:  Sam  Bischoff. 
Director:  Lloyd  Bacon.  Screenplay:  Robert 

Rossen. 


THE  OLD  MAID — Bette  Davis,  Miriam  Hopkins, 
George  Brent,  Humphrey  Bogart,  Jane  Bryan, 
Jerome  Cowan,  Louise  Fazenda,  James  Stephen- 
son, Marie  Wilson,  Donald  Crisp.  Producer: 
Henry  Blanke.  Director:  Edmund  Goulding. 
Original:  Zoe  Akins.  Screenplay:  Casey  Rob- 
inson. 

FAMILY  REUNION  — John  Garfield,  Priscilla 
Lane,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Gale  Page,  Claude  Rains, 
Dick  Foran,  May  Robson,  Lola  Lane.  Producer: 
Henry  Blanke.  Director:  Michael  Curtiz. 

Screenplay:  Philip  Epstein. 
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Varied  and  Casual  Reactions 
ToAFA  Giveaway  Drive 


Los  Angeles — Varied  and  only  casual  re- 
actions in  local  exhibition  circles  have 
resulted  from  the  announcement  by  John 
H.  Corcoran,  western  representative  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Actors,  that  he  has 
inaugurated  a drive  to  curtail  the  wide- 
spread giveaway  and  “racket”  policy  in 
motion  pictm’e  theatre  here  through  the 
expedient  of  enlisting  the  aid  of  Mayor 
Fletcher  Bowron  and  the  police  commis- 
sion in  checking  the  legality  of  the  games 
now  being  operated. 

Corcoran  declares  he  has  demanded 
immediate  action  from  the  mayor,  and 
explains  the  purpose  behind  his  campaign 
is  to  bring  back  vaudeville  and  “flesh” 
entertainment  as  added  attractions  in  mo- 
tion picture  houses.  To  this  end  he  has 
obtained  pledges  of  support  from  Local  47, 
lATSE,  and  intends  to  appeal  to  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild,  Actors  Equity  and  other  af- 
filiates of  the  Association  of  American 
Artistes  and  Actors.  Corcoran’s  stand  is 
that  most  showmen  are  ready  and  willing 
to  give  up  the  rackets  for  what  he  terms 
“more  legitimate”  entertainment  but  that 
the  individual  operator,  in  most  cases,  is 
loath  to  start  the  ball  rolling. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  of  So.  Calif,  and  Ariz., 
President  A1  Galston  declared  a hands- 
off  policy  would,  at  least  for  the  time  be- 
ing, be  adopted,  although  the  matter  will 
be  brought  up  for  discussion  at  the  next 
ITO  board  meeting. 

“Our  association  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  individual  operation  of  its  members’ 
theatres,”  Galston  pointed  out.  “We  do 
not  dictate  our  member-theatres’  admission 
prices  nor  attempt  to  interfere  with  any 
legitimate  operating  policy. 

"Therefore,”  Galston  went  on,  “before 
expressing  the  association’s  opinions,  I 
firmly  believe  the  matter  should  be  very 
carefully  considered  with  our  members, 
and  each  should  have  an  opportunity  for  a 
voice  in  the  discussion.” 

Fox  West  Coast  seemed  slightly  more 


interested  in  Corcoran’s  campaign,  as  FWC 
spokesmen  declared  the  chain  will  have 
no  part  of  the  AFA’s  drive  even  though 
the  circuit’s  current  policy  is  anti-racket. 

“Charles  Skouras  is  making  a serious 
attempt  to  operate  without  rackets,”  de- 
clared C.  A.  Buckley,  legal  counsel  for 
FWC,  “but  he  will  put  them  in  again  if, 
as  and  when  they  become  necessary  and 
will  help  business.”  However,  Buckley  as- 
serted, FWC  will  not  support  Corcoran  be- 
cause the  circuit  wants  “complete  freedom 
in  operation”  and  “will  not  be  dictated  to.” 

Based  on  a decision  handed  down  by 
the  state  supreme  court  that  Keno,  Bank 
Night,  Treasm'e  Night  and  other  variations 
of  the  giveaway  idea  do  not  constitute  a 
true  lottery  if  the  players  thereof  can  par- 
ticipate without  purchasing  a ticket  of 
admission  to  the  theatre,  a general  survey 
of  the  conditions  under  which  the  rackets 
are  being  operated  indicates  Corcoran  may 
encounter  some  difficulty  in  achieving  his 
goal  through  proving  their  illegality.  Such 
“cash  night”  stimulants,  in  one  form  or 
another,  are  played  at  least  once  weekly 
in  most  of  the  300-odd  independent  houses 
in  the  territory;  and,  in  recent  months, 
not  a single  instance  has  been  recorded 
where  the  lottery  law  is  violated. 

Corcoran,  however,  is  firm  in  his  conten- 
tion that  a police  investigation  will  un- 
cover scores  of  cases  where  the  anti-lottery 
ordinance  is  being  broken.  Though  un- 
willing or  unable  to  cite  specific  instances, 
he  furthermore  declares  that  a number  of 
independent  showmen  have  lined  up  with 
him  to  crusade  against  the  stimulants  and 
have  told  him  they  are  anxious  to  book 
“flesh”  entertainment  into  their  houses 
if  the  expense  involved  in  operating  give- 
away games  is  removed.  In  the  event  early 
action  is  not  forthcoming,  Corcoran  aver- 
red, he  intends  to  create  a test  case  by 
spotting  a Bank  Night  in  a Hollywood 
night  club — a situation  which  he  holds  is 
no  more  illegal  than  the  booking  of  such 
games  in  motion  picture  theatres. 


"United  Artists  Month" 

Set  April  23-May  20 

New  York — UA  is  out  to  establish  an  all- 
time  record  for  playdates  to  climax  its  20th 
anniversary  celebration.  To  this  end,  Harry 
L.  Gold,  eastern  sales  manager,  and  Jacb 
Schlaifer,  heading  western  sales,  have  des- 
ignated the  period  from  April  23  through 
May  20  as  “United  Artists  Month.” 

As  a feature  of  the  drive,  individual  cele- 
brations are  being  planned  in  each  of  the 
company’s  exchanges  around  the  country. 
Exhibitors  who  participate  will  sign  a “20 
Golden  Years  Register,”  which  later  will 
be  placed  in  UA’s  permanent  archives,  it 
is  said. 

For  the  sales  force,  a merit  badge  goes 
to  every  man  achieving  a 100  per  cent  rec- 
ord in  playdates  for  the  year  ending  June 
30.  The  badge  is  of  gold  and  was  special- 
ly designed  by  Montgomery  Melbourne, 
well-known  sculptor. 

To  give  the  selling  campaign  added  im- 
petus, Murray  Silverstone,  head  of  world- 
wide operations,  points  to  the  fact  the 
company  will  make  available  to  exhibitors 
$10,000,000  worth  of  product. 


Gustav  Machaty  Plans 
A Sequel  to  "Ecstasy" 

Formation  of  another  independent  pro- 
duction emit  has  been  disclosed  with  the 
announcement  that  Gustav  Machaty,  who 
had  been  under  contract  to  Metro  as  a 
director,  is  formulating  plans  to  produce  a 
sequel  to  “Ecstasy,”  which  he  produced 
and  directed  in  Europe  with  Hedy  Lamarr 
in  the  starring  role.  Machaty  is  being 
financed  by  Julius  Aussenberg,  formerly 
European  manager  for  the  old  Fox  Films 
Co.,  and  is  collaborating  on  the  script, 
titled  “Tl'ie  Girl  of  Ecstasy,”  with  Albrecht 
Joseph.  Story  is  laid  in  Vienna  before  and 
after  the  Nazi  regime  took  control. 

Screenplay  is  being  written  to  conform 
with  the  Hays  office  production  code. 


Take  to  Flesh  to  Fight 
Competition  of  Fair 

San  Francisco — In  an  effort  to  capital- 
ize on  the  flesh  theme  that  is  winning  top 
money  at  the  exposition  here,  the  Capitol 
and  Liberty  theatres  have  done  away  with 
films  and  are  presenting  longer  stage  shows. 

Tlie  Capitol,  managed  by  Eddie  Skolak, 
has  imported  the  “Change  Your  Luck”  all- 
colored revue  to  combine  with  his  regular 
stage  presentation.  The  Capitol  and  Lib- 
erty both  run  a strict  burlesque  policy. 


Universal  Regional  Fab 
In  Frisco  April  7-8 

Los  Angeles  — Universal’s  western  re- 
gional sales  meeting  will  be  held  in  San 
Francisco  April  7-8.  Attending  from  the 
local  office  will  be  Charles  Feldman, 
branch  manager;  Eddie  Cooke,  office  man- 
ager; and  Lon  Hoss,  Buck  Wade  and  Ollie 
Wog,  salesmen.  A1  O’Keefe,  western  di- 
vision manager  headquartering  here,  also 
attends. 


From  the  Orange  and  Lemon  Land — 

In  Chicago  for  the  Metro  ccynuention  from  Hollywood,  left  to  right,  Pete 
Smith,  shorts  producer;  Barrett  Kiesling,  goodwill  “ambassador;”  Fred 
Quimby,  in  charge  of  shorts  production,  and  J.  A.  FitzPatrick,  the  Travel- 
talks  producer. 
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Washington  Solans  Adjourn; 
The  Trade  Is  Not  Harmed 


Autograph  StuH — 


All  kinds  of  boxoffice  records  were 
hung  up  whe7i  Paramount  recently 
held  its  western  premiere  of  “Never 
Say  Die”  at  the  Rialto  Theatre  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.  Martha  Raye,  shown 
here,  appeared  in  person  and,  in  ad- 
dition, received  an  autographed  grape- 
fruit from  Governor  Robert  Taylor 
Jones;  while  Carolina  Brunson,  Rialto 
manager,  attracted  the  cash  customers 
by  tying  in  with  furniture  stores,  with 
confectioners  on  “Martha  Raye  Kisses” 
and  by  plastering  three-sheets  on 
every  telephone  and  light  post  in  the 
city. 

"Never  Say  Die"  Gets 
Intensive  Campaign 

Phoenix — The  Rialto  Theatre  here  is 
drawing  one-third  over  normal  business 
with  “Never  Say  Die”  as  the  result  of  an 
intensive  campaign  for  the  Paramount 
feature,  culminating  in  a personal  ap- 
pearance by  Martha  Raye. 

Robert  M.  Gillham,  Paramount  publicity 
and  advertising  director,  collaborated  with 
Newton  Brunson,  Rialto  manager,  on  the 
elaborate  advance  campaign,  which  in- 
cluded heavy  newspaper  and  radio  ad- 
vertising, a special  trailer  running  in  all 
Phoenix  theatres,  sixteen  24-sheet  bill- 
boards, and  more  than  250  cartoon  style 
one-sheets.  In  addition  tieups  were  work- 
ed out  with  leading  furniture,  department 
and  clothing  stores. 

Martha  Raye’s  arrival  was  the  occasion 
for  a reception  and  the  star  was  intro- 
duced to  the  legislators  at  the  state  house 
and  accorded  an  interview  with  Gov.  Rob- 
ert Taylor  Jones. 


Frisco  St.  Pat's  Lunch 
Draws  Many  Stars 

San  Francisco — San  Francisco’s  tradi- 
tional St.  Patrick’s  day  limcheon  spon- 
sored by  Islam  Temple,  brought  a galaxy 
of  film  stars  here.  Robert  Taylor,  Mickey 
Rooney,  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Parker,  Betty 
Jaynes,  Ann  Rutherford,  Douglas  McPhail 
and  Pay  Holden  were  among  the  “Holly- 
wood Ambassadors  of  Goodwill”  who  at- 
tended the  luncheon  on  Treasure  Island. 


Has  Only  Film  Show 
On  the  Gay  Way 

San  Francisco — J.  A.  Harvey  jr.  has 
the  only  film  show  on  the  Gay 
Way,  the  fun  zone  at  the  exposition 
here.  It  is  a 300-seat  house  and  shows 
newsreels  and  shorts  continuously. 
The  projection  booth  is  completely  en- 
cased in  glass  and  the  operator  shows 
the  evolution  of  film  presentation. 

Amendment  Stops 
School  "Threat" 

Los  Angeles — What  theatremen  termed 
a possible  threat  to  commercial  film  exhi- 
bition by  the  state  school  system,  despite 
denials  of  its  authors,  has  been  removed 
by  the  amendment  of  a bill  introduced  in 
the  state  legislature  at  Sacramento  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Parent-Teacher  Ass’n, 
calling  for  enlargement  of  the  state’s  rec- 
reational program  in  primary  and  second- 
ary schools. 

Pressure  applied  by  industry  interests 
headed  by  W.  H.  Lollier,  tax  manager  for 
Fox  West  Coast,  killed  a proviso  of  the 
proposed  legislation  under  which  school 
auditoriums  were  to  be  thrown  open  to 
commercial  entertainment,  with  a small 
admission  charged,  which  PTA  officials 
had  contended  was  chiefly  a means  of  aug- 
menting extra-curricular  school  activities. 
Retained  in  the  proposition  is  a request 
for  a $35,000  fund  for  the  purchase  of 
equipment  for  recreational  centers,  a por- 
tion of  which  would  go  toward  the  acquisi- 
tion of  motion  picture  equipment.  The 
films  projected  would  be  of  the  educa- 
tional variety,  PTA  leaders  pointed  out, 
and  in  no  way  would  conflict  with  the  type 
of  screen  entertainment  booked  in  com- 
mercial theatres. 

Lollier  heads  to  Sacramento  again  short- 
ly to  check  other  pending  legislation  which 
would  affect  the  industry.  Among  them  is 
a bill  calling  for  the  addition  of  a tax 
equal  to  the  federal  tax  on  all  theatre 
tickets  sold  for  50  cents  or  more.  Another 
provides  for  an  excise  tax  of  ten  per  cent 
on  all  gross  receipts,  while  a chain  store 
taxation  bill  seeks  to  include  film  circuits, 
as  well  as  retail  stores,  in  its  scope. 


Two  Remodeled  Houses 
Oi  T&D  Are  Reopened 

San  Francisco — The  Madera  at  Madera 
and  the  National  at  Chico  were  to  reopen 
Saturday  following  remodeling  programs. 
The  two  are  links  in  the  T&D  chain. 


Olympia — The  state  legislature  of  Wash- 
ington has  adjourned  after  a hectic  ses- 
sion with  no  damage  done  to  the  industry. 

Among  measures  affecting  the  trade 
beaten  back  were: 

House  Bill  506,  which  closely  paralleled 
the  repealed  North  Dakota  “divorce”  bill; 
died  in  the  commerce  committee. 

Senate  Bill  5,  which  would  have  repealed 
the  copyright  law  of  1937;  died  in  the 
judiciary  committee. 

Senate  Bill  414,  which  would  have  re- 
vised the  copyright  law  of  1937;  died  in 
the  house  rules  committee. 

Senate  Bill  339  and  House  Bill  534,  both 
would  have  legalized  dog-racing;  died  in 
the  committee  of  public  morals. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  double  the 
present  admission  tax  on  theatres,  but 
after  much  discussion  in  the  senate  revenue 
and  tax  committee,  it  was  agreed  not  to 
bring  the  matter  before  that  body. 

Moves  to  legalize  various  kinds  of  gam- 
bling and  the  sale  of  beer  on  Sunday  both 
met  with  disaster. 

Jim  Hone,  executive  secretary  of  the 
MPTO  of  Washington,  was  here  during 
the  entire  session  of  the  legislature,  work- 
ing in  the  interests  of  his  organization. 


Wayne  Ball  Columbia's 
Los  Angeles  Manager 

Los  Angeles — Shifts  in  the  setup  of  the 
Columbia  exchange,  as  ordered  by  Jerome 
Safron,  western  division  manager,  have 
placed  Wayne  Ball  as  exchange  manager, 
replacing  Harry  Wineberg.  Wineberg,  at 
his  own  request,  relinquished  his  former 
post  to  become  city  salesman,  the  position 
heretofore  occupied  by  Marty  Solomon, 
who  will  be  transferred  elsewhere.  Ball 
had  been  manager  of  Columbia’s  Denver 
exchange  for  several  years. 

Other  changes  in  the  western  territory 
ordered  by  Safron  include  the  promotion 
of  Bob  Hill,  Salt  Lake  City  exchange  man- 
ager, to  supervisor  of  the  Salt  Lake  and 
Denver  branches,  headquartering  in  Den- 
ver, with  W.  G.  Seib,  Salt  Lake  salesman, 
becoming  manager  of  that  office. 


Hi  Peskay  Buys  Decker's 
Majestic  Exchange 

Los  Angeles — Hi  Peskay,  branch  man- 
ager at  Majestic,  has  purchased  the  ex- 
change from  S.  K.  Decker.  Peskay,  former 
branch  manager  for  Grand  National,  an- 
nounced he  will  maintain  the  same  person- 
nel and  policy.  Decker,  who  has  gone  east 
for  a month’s  visit,  plans  to  enter  the  ex- 
hibition field  upon  his  return  here. 


New  Chico  Theatre 

San  Francisco — N.  C.  Steel  has  opened 
a new  theatre  in  Chico,  Cal.,  seating  800 
and  called  the  Empire.  National  Theatre 
Supply  Co.  outfitted  the  house  completely. 
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^WO  testimonial  banquets  are  to  be  held 

within  the  next  few  days.  The  first  will 
be  a dinner  for  A1  Oxtoby,  who  for  the 
past  20  years  has  been  with  Warner  Bros, 
and  the  past  few  years  manager  of  the 
local  exchange.  A1  is  leaving  to  make  his 
home  in  San  Francisco  so  the  local  boys 
are  going  to  “say  it”  with  a farewell  party 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Northwest 
Film  Club  and  the  Motion  Picture  The- 
atre Owners.  Committee  in  charge  con- 
sists of  Eddie  Lamb,  Ben  Shearer  and  L. 
O.  Lukan. 

The  next  testimonial  will  be  the  second 
annual  Appreciation  Sunday  given  in  hon- 
or of  the  Rev.  J.  Warren  Hastings,  padre 
of  the  University  Christian  Church.  Each 
year  everyone  connected  with  the  indus- 
try in  Seattle  goes  to  church  in  a body  and 
a special  section  is  reserved  for  the  show- 
folks.  This  year  a beautiful  engraved 
watch  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Reverend 
in  appreciation  for  his  good  work  and 
great  help  he  has  offered  absolutely  free 
to  anyone  connected  with  the  show  world. 
Committee  on  arrangements  for  this  spe- 
cial Sunday  March  26  include,  L.  O.  Lu- 
kan, president  of  the  MPTO,  and  Jim 
Hone,  secretary;  B.  F.  Shearer,  president 
of  the  Northwest  Film  Club,  and  Eddie 
Lamb,  secretary;  Al  Rosenberg  and  Hal 
Daigler  representing  Fox  Evergreen  The- 
atres; John  Danz,  president  of  Danz  Ster- 
ling Cham;  Leroy  Johnson,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Jensen-von  Herberg  Theatres; 
Paul  Aust,  representing  the  independent 
theatre  ovmers;  L.  J.  McGinley,  Dwight 
Spracher  and  Gene  Spear,  representing 
the  film  distributors.  Last  year  some  300 
attended,  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
This  year  it  is  expected  over  500  will  be 
present. 

Bob  Estill  and  Dwight  Spracher  of  Para- 
mount running  around  with  Indian  head- 
gear  on  with  a cute  feather  in  back.  Yep 
it’s  an  adv  for  “Union  Pacific”  . . . Dick 
Hays,  dramatic  critic  for  the  Seattle  Times 
was  asked  by  his  editor  to  devote  his 
“Along  Film  Row”  column  to  an  exclu- 
sive story  on  men’s  wear  to  coincide  with 
a special  edition  of  spring  clothes.  Dick 
selected  Jack  Flannery  of  National  Screen 
Service  as  the  Beau  Brummel  of  the  Row. 
Dwight  Spracher  of  Paramount  is  the  run- 
nerup  and  he  just  branched  out  in  a tweed 
three-button  coat  and  brown  pants.  Le 
dernier  cri  if  there  ever  was  one.  Next 
came  Junior  Mercy  of  the  Mercy  circuit, 
followed  by  Pete  Higgins  of  United  Artists. 
Others  in  order  were  B.  F.  Shearer  for 
his  pin  stripe  blues;  Eddie  Lamb,  warm 
brown;  Butch  Wingham  of  Metro  dark 
grey  and  black;  Leroy  V.  Johnson  dark 
blues;  Herndon  Edmond  of  Fox  is  in  the 
conservative  group  which  also  includes 
L.  J.  McGinley,  the  Walton  boys,  Neal 
and  Eddie;  Al  Goldstein  of  Monogram, 
Morrie  Segel  of  Paramount  and  Guy  Na- 
varre of  United  Artists  and  Al  Bloom  of 
Grand  National.  After  looking  over  Dick’s 
selections  we  agree  with  him  on  all  points. 

Jerry  Ross,  manager,  and  MC  of  the 
stage  shows  at  the  Palomar  Theatre  has 
started  a "Can  You  Take  It  Night”  and 
the  first  night  was  a sell-out  with  the 
whole  thing  going  over  with  a bang.  Jerry’s 


hair-cutting  episode  was  a riot,  but  the 
victim  got  the  five  dollars  . . . What  is 
this?  Sign  in  front  of  one  of  the  First 
Avenue  theatres  reads  "A  Virgin  of  Bali 
in  Person”  . . . J.  T.  Sheffield,  head  of 
Republic  Pictures  in  the  Northwest,  re- 
turned home  from  Portland  to  find  some- 
one had  broken  into  his  big  car  in  the 
garage.  A few  days  later  while  he  was 
away  a burglar  entered  his  home  while  the 
family  was  asleep,  got  into  their  bedrooms 
and  stole  their  purses  and  left  without 
making  a sound. 

Tlie  Northwest  Film  Club  will  hold  a 
Merchandise  Night  on  Thursday  evening, 
March  30.  A midnight  supper  will  wind 
up  the  affair  . . . Word  from  Butte  tells 
that  Johnnie  O’Neal,  manager  of  the  Fox 
Theatre,  was  married  March  17  to  Miss 
“Pat”  MacDonald,  daughter  of  Tom  Mac- 
Donald, former  manager  of  the  American 
Theatre  in  Butte.  The  honeymoon  plans 
were  kept  very  secretive,  for  Johnnie  did 
not  trust  his  Butte  friends  . . . L.  J. 
McCurdy,  RKO  Radio  exploiteer  from  Hol- 
lywood in  the  interest  of  “Love  Affair” 

. . . Wayne  Christy  pulling  through  a 
crisis  in  the  Maynard  Hospital.  Wayne 
had  a tooth  extracted  and  infection  set 
in,  poisoning  his  system. 

Tom  O’Donnell  winning  the  Filmrow 
Casino  tournament,  but  the  jealous  losers 
are  arranging  a second  tourney  . . . L.  J. 
McGinley  making  a talk  to  the  Gyro  Club 
in  Tacoma  . . . Eddie  and  Marion  Walton 
and  Jimmy  and  Sylvia  O’Neal  guests  of 
the  Junior  Mercys  in  Yakima  over  the 
weekend  . . . Art  Young,  auditor  for  Para- 
mount, is  in  town  doing  his  stuff  . . . Neal 
East,  former  Paramount  branch  manager 
here,  and  now  in  the  same  capacity  in 
San  Francisco  remembering  his  friends  in 
the  Northwest  by  sending  them  copies  of 
the  special  Exposition  editions  of  the  dail- 
ies ..  . Cecil  Gwinn  and  A.  C.  St.  John, 
Chehalis  and  Centralia  Theatre  owners, 
have  gone  to  Chicago  and  each  will  drive 
back  a new  car.  The  boys  also  have  an 
auto  agency  in  the  Twin  Cities  and  oper- 
ate a radio  station. 

Eddie  Rivers  and  his  wife  spending  a 
weekend  in  the  double  talk  town  of  Walla 
Walla  . . . Mrs.  Eldon  Pollock  of  Mount 
Vernon  has  gone  to  see  the  Fair  at  San 
Francisco  . . . Neal  Walton  to  Los  An- 
geles to  attend  a convention  of  branch 
managers  of  Columbia  . . . Edgar  and 
Mrs.  Mercy  in  for  a few  days  from  Camas 
. . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  S.  Conrad  and  daugh- 
ter Jean  on  their  way  home  from  Cali- 
fornia to  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  have  been 
the  house  guests  of  Leroy  and  Alys  John- 
son for  a few  days  . . . Bill  Heineman 
and  Al  O’Keefe  in  and  out  by  plane  for  a 
visit  with  L.  J.  McGinley,  local  Uni- 
versal head.  Bill  and  Al  hit  for  Salt  Lake 
from  here. 


Van  Dyke  Handles  Meg 

Hollywood — W.  S.  Van  Dyke  is  direct- 
ing “It’s  a Wonderful  World”  at  Metro, 
starring  Claudette  Colbert  and  James 
Stewart.  Louis  D.  Lighton  is  producing. 


FWC  Meet  March  28 
For  Business  Push 

Los  Angeles — Returning  from  a three- 
month  tour  abroad  with  reports  that  ex- 
hibition is  on  none-too-firm  a footing  in 
Europe  during  the  current  troubled  po- 
litical situation,  Charles  P.  Skouras,  presi- 
dent of  Fox  West  Coast,  went  into  an  im- 
mediate huddle  with  his  circuit  lieuten- 
ants and  announced  plans  to  hold  a con- 
ference March  28  of  all  district  managers, 
theatre  managers,  bookers  and  department 
heads  to  map  plans  for  FWC’s  participa- 
tion in  National  Theatres’  last-quarter 
business  drive. 

Among  those  participating  will  be  Mike 
Rosenberg,  president  of  Principal  Thea- 
tres, FWC  subsidiary  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  region;  Arch  M.  Bowles,  FWC’s  north- 
ern California  division  manager,  who 
served  as  acting  circuit  head  in  Skouras’ 
a'osence;  and  Edward  Zabel,  NT  home  of- 
fice executive,  who  accompanied  Skouras 
to  the  coast.  Sitting  in  unofficially  will 
be  Rick  Ricketson,  operations  manager  for 
the  Fox  Rocky  Mountain  circuit. 

Skouras  spent  several  days  in  New  York 
conferring  with  his  brother,  Spyros  Skou- 
ras, president  of  National  Theatres,  before 
coming  to  the  coast.  He  was  accompanied 
on  his  trip  by  Mrs.  Skouras  and  their 
daughter  Margie. 

The  FWC  president,  during  his  sojourn 
abroad,  spent  considerable  time  in  Eng- 
land, France,  Italy  and  Greece. 


fjAMRICK-EVERGREEN’S  Al  Finkel- 
stein  took  a hurried  business  trip  to 
Seattle  during  the  week  . . . Speaking  of 
Seattle  reminds  us  that  Frank  L.  Newman 
sr.  of  that  city  passed  through  on  his  way 
home  from  New  York  City  . . . Burton 
Jones  is  stUl  making  his  presence  known 
with  “Assassin  of  Youth.” 

Warner  Bros.’  Vete  Stewart  is  still  in 
New  York  . . . Jimmy  Beale  of  Columbia 
went  south  for  a regional  convention  . . . 
Don  Myers  of  La  Grande  was  on  the  Row 
during  the  week  ...  So  was  George  Gess- 
ler  of  the  Roxy  Theatre  at  Sweet  Home 
. . . Claude  Smith  of  Tillamook  was  an- 
other Portland  visitor. 

Everybody  on  Filmrow  and  theatrerow 
is  waiting  for  Gordon  Craddock  to  return 
to  Portland  to  move  his  family  to  the 
great  middlewest  . . . Cecil  Fames,  Mono- 
gram manager  here,  is  back  from  a month’s 
trip  to  the  eastern  parts  of  Oregon  and 
Washington  . . . J.  L.  McCurdy,  RKO 
exploiteer,  was  a recent  visitor. 

Universal  held  a trade  showing  of  Dur- 
bin’s “Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up”  at  the 
State  Theatre  here  . . . Dick  Fisk  of  Ban- 
don  made  the  rounds  during  the  week  . . 
Florence  was  represented  by  none  other 
than  M.  E.  Ritter  . . . United  Artists’  west- 
ern district  manager,  Ben  Fish,  was  in  town 
from  Los  Angeles.  While  here  he  made  it  a 
point  to  see  Parker  theatres’  Ted  R.  Gam- 
ble. 
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Newsreel-Television 
Theatre  in  Frisco 

San  Francisco — A property  here  at  930 
Market  St.  next  to  the  Davies  Theatre, 
operated  by  M.  L.  Markowitz,  has  been 
leased  by  Pacific  Newsreel  Co.,  to  house  a 
“luxury”  newsreel-television  theatre.  The 
television  feature  of  the  house  will  be 
utilized  when  circumstances  warrant.  It  is 
understood  the  lease  is  for  35  years. 

Report  is  that  Wall  Street  money  is  be- 
hind the  enterprise  and  that  14  other 
similar  imits  will  be  set  up  in  key  cities 
over  the  country. 

Renovation  of  the  property  is  expected  to 
cost  in  excess  of  $100,000. 


Managerial  Changes  in 
Danz  Sterling  Chain 

Seattle — Bill  Forman,  general  manager, 
announces  the  following  managerial 
change  in  the  Danz  Sterling  chain : Homer 
Garvin  has  resigned  as  manager  of  the 
Queen  Anne  and  Uptown  theatres  and 
these  houses  have  been  put  under  the  wing 
of  Ralph  Smith  who  also  handles  the 
Arabian  and  the  Woodlawn.  Smith  will 
have  an  assistant  in  each  house,  namely, 
Earl  Anderson,  Uptown;  Lee  Reynolds, 
Queen  Anne;  James  Wagner,  Arabian;  and 
Roger  Evans,  Woodlawn.  Garvin  will  enter 
the  automobile  business. 

Other  changes  find  Ron  Camp  in  as 
manager  of  the  Colonial,  Sanford  Palo 
to  the  Winter  Garden,  and  Harold  Pallen- 
der  to  the  Star. 


SAILT  IILAKIE 

"■QNION  PACIFIC,”  the  two-million-dol- 
lar  DeMille  opus  to  be  world  pre- 
miered here  and  in  Omaha  April  28,  is 
being  anxiously  awaited  by  the  local  trade. 
The  premiere  here  will  be  held  at  the  Cen- 
tre, managed  by  Charles  Pincus  . . . Buddy 
Rogers  and  orchestra  played  a three-night 
engagement  at  a local  night  spot  ...  Si 
Sanders’  farewell  testimonial  before  leav- 
ing for  Denver  was  held  at  the  Elks  Club. 

C.  F.  Ross,  until  recently  GB  brarich 
manager  here,  is  now  handling  distribution 
of  “Assassin  of  Youth”  in  this  territory 
. . . William  Fitzhenry,  Universal  booker 
here,  has  beaten  back  an  attack  of  flu  and 
is  now  on  the  job  again  . . . Bill  Heineman, 
western  sales  manager,  and  A.  J.  O’Keefe, 
western  district  manager,  were  here  con- 
ferring with  Mat  Aparton,  Universal’s  local 
branch  manager. 

Members  of  the  Intermountain  Theatre 
Owners’  Ass’n  held  their  monthly  luncheon 
at  the  Newhouse  Hotel  here,  with  John 
Rugar  of  Park  City,  the  president,  in 
charge  . . . Robert  Hill,  manager  of  the 
local  Columbia  exchange,  has  gone  to  Los 
Angeles  for  a company  sales  convention 
. . . Ina  Claire,  actress,  and  William 
Wallace  jr.,  a San  Francisco  attorney,  were 
married  here  last  week. 


Jl^MONG  those  booking:  Vincent  Russo, 
Casino  Theatre,  San  Diego;  Bill  Peck, 
La  Moda,  Atascadero;  Ronald  Vincent,  La- 
guna, Laguna  Beach;  “Ote”  Lewis,  Mission, 
San  Gabriel;  Monty  Friend,  Montrose, 
Montrose;  Billy  Sobelman,  Victor,  Long 
Beach;  Harry  Hollander,  Bard’s  circuit; 
Ray  Robbins,  Variety;  Dick  Dorst,  Strand, 
Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Grace  Mullins,  booker  for 
the  Harry  Nace  circuit  in  the  same  city; 
Isidore  and  Jack  Berman,  Eastland  The- 
atres; Herb  Shute,  Barton,  San  Pedro. 

Sam  Kurson  of  the  Graphic  Circuit, 
operating  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  is  in  for  a holiday  . . . Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Matt  Freed,  Tujunga  Theatre,  Tu- 
junga,  were  Filmrow  visitors,  proudly  dis- 
playing their  seven-week-old  son.  Matt  jr. 

John  Balaban  of  the  Balaban  and  Katz 
circuit  was  a guest  of  Harry  Warner  at 
the  Warner  studio  during  a visit  to  Hol- 
lywood. 

W.  E.  Calloway,  Warner  western  sales 
chief,  returned  from  his  company’s  New 
York  sales  huddles  by  way  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  he  installed  A.  Shmitken  of 
Cincinnati  as  branch  manager,  replacing 
Henry  Herbel  . . . Leo  Peterson,  president 
of  the  Black  Hills  Amusement  Co.  of 
Rapid  City,  San  Diego,  stopped  off  briefly 
on  his  way  to  San  Diego,  where  he  was 
called  by  the  death  of  his  mother  . . . Hal 
Neides,  manager  of  the  Orpheum  Theatre, 
San  Francisco,  came  in  for  a visit  . . . Olaf 
(Ollie)  Wogg,  Universal  salesman,  is  in 
from  six-week  selling  trip  through  his 
Arizona  territory  . . . Universal  screened 
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“Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up”  for  its  of- 
fice force  at  the  Paramount  exchange. 

Bookers:  Andy  Anderson,  who  books  for 
Earl  Strebe’s  Palm  Springs  and  Plaza  The- 
atres; Art  La  Shelle,  over  from  Avalon, 
Catalina  Island;  L.  W.  Allen,  South  Gate 
Theatre,  South  Gate;  Paul  Swickard,  of 
the  Strand;  Glen  Bast,  Del  Mar  Theatre, 
Carpinteria;  Ben  Mohi,  of  the  Century; 
Clarence  Mullin,  World,  Mission  and 
Dreamland;  Les  P\ink,  Bellflower,  Bell- 
flower. 

Returning  east  after  a short  visit  here 
were  Earl  G.  Hines,  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Walter  E. 
Green,  head  of  National  Theatre  Supply 
Co.  and  M.  V.  Carroll,  treasurer  of  NTS 
. . . Thomas  Young,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Sign  Ass’n,  is  spending  a week  here 
with  his  brother  Fred,  of  B.  F.  Shearer 
Co.  Young  headquarters  in  Salt  Lake  City 
. . . Ted  Gruwell  of  Gruwell-Wilcox  Seat- 
ing Co.,  is  running  around  in  circles — he’s 
due  to  become  a father  any  day  now  . . . 
Jack  Y.  Berman  of  Eastland  Theatres  is 
running  for  councilman  in  the  ninth  dis- 
trict. 

Vona  Hockett,  secretary  at  the  Whitson- 
Lewis  circuit,  became  the  bride  of  Daw- 
son Goff  in  Yuma.  The  newlyweds  are 
honeymooning  at  Palm  Springs,  where  the 
groom  has  property  holdings.  The  former 
Miss  Hockett  has  relinquished  her  position, 
which  has  been  taken  over  by  Yola  Rob- 
erts. . . . Harry  M.  Bessey,  secretary-treas- 
urer of  Altec  Pictures,  has  returned  to  New 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Leo  Has  His  Say  in  Chicago 

■ VIA  GENE  RICH  i 


pjVERY  delegate  to  the  convention  re- 
ceived a raw-hide  traveling  case,  in- 
cluding an  overnight  section  and  brief 
case.  In  addition  they  were  presented 
“keys”  to  the  city  with  compliments  of 
Mayor  Edward  J.  Kelly.  On  the  keys 
were  thermometers.  Other  mementos 
given  the  men  were  M-G-M  crested  ash- 
trays, large  automatic  pencUs  (inscribed 
with  “M-G-M  always  does  things  in  a 
big  way”),  and  specially  printed  note- 
pads. They  also  received  copies  of  the 
book,  “Gone  With  the  Wind.” 

* 

Being  the  15th  anniversary  of  the  com- 
pany, the  delegates  sang  “Happy  Birth- 
day” to  “Dear  Leo”  at  the  opening  of  the 
confab. 

* 

Presentation  of  the  scroll  of  apprecia- 
tion to  William  F.  Rodgers  sales  manager, 
Monday,  by  District  Manager  John  J. 
Maloney  of  Pittsburgh,  in  behalf  of  the 
men,  was  impressive.  The  ceremony  be- 
gan just  as  Rodgers  was  about  to  open 
the  inaugural  meeting.  Surprised  and 
pleased,  he  summed  his  thanks  with:  “I 
believe  you  men  know  how  much  I ap- 
preciate the  fellowship,  cooperation  and 
friendliness  of  all  the  sales  force.” 

• 

B&K  had  special  welcome  signs  pre- 
pared for  the  delegates  and  also  ran  a 
two-column  ad  of  welcome  in  all  the  Chi- 
cago dailies  on  Monday. 

* 

All  district  and  branch  managers  had  a 
pre-convention  get-together  on  Sunday, 
which  later  broke  up  into  small  pow- 
wows, many  of  which  lasted  until  late 
that  night. 

* 

The  Canadian  contingent  took  one  night 
off  to  enjoy  one  of  Chicago’s  burlesque 
shows. 

Herb  Morgan,  publicity  manager  of 
short  subjects,  was  in  evidence  every- 
where. He  was  aptly  tagged,  “the  enemy 
of  double  features.” 

♦ 

One  of  the  many  games  of  hearts  played 
one  night  found  the  old  master,  Pete 
Smith,  being  given  a lesson  by  Frank 
Downey,  Detroit;  Frank  Drew  and  Eddie 
Brauer,  Cleveland. 

* 

Dewey  Bloom,  M-G-M  exploiteer  in 
Canada,  took  exception  to  the  notation  of 
“via  20th  Century”  written  on  the  en- 
velopes containing  the  special  Boxoffice 
Flashes.  His  note  to  us  read:  “Please  for- 
ward future  messages  via  M-G-M  and 
oblige.  Dewey  Bloom.” 

* 

It  was  a magnificent  inaugural  of  the 
15  th  anniversary  convention,  beginning 
with  an  inspirational  patriotic  ceremony 
Monday  morning.  John  Pane-Gasser, 
leading  dramatic  tenor  of  the  Chicago 
City  Opera,  obtained  through  M-G-M’s 
local  talent  scout,  Clarence  Shapiro,  led 
the  singing  of  “Star  Spangled  Banner.” 

* 

'The  M-G-M  special  from  New  York  was 


given  a royal  send-off  everywhere  along 
the  route  by  wives  and  sweethearts  of  the 
men  ...  At  Albany  a new  bridegroom 
boarded  the  special,  Exploiteer  Jack 
Walsh.  Having  been  married  a day  be- 
fore, Jack  still  didn’t  know  whether  to 
recommend  married  life  or  not  ...  In  zero 
weather,  the  Buffalo  contingent,  headed 
by  Branch  Manager  Ralph  Maw,  boarded, 
the  train  with  the  well  wishes  of  a crowd 
that  gathered  to  see  them  off  at  1:20 
a.  m.  after  a Variety  Club  party  . . . 
Herman  Ripps,  Albany  salesman,  a candid 
camera  fiend,  was  “shooting”  everything  he 
could  see. 

* 

New  York  gave  the  boys  a royal  send- 
off.  A huge  banner  hung  in  Grand  Cen- 


Shots  En  Route — 

Metro’s  candid  cameraman  and  some 
of  his  handiwork  as  the  special  rolled 
westward  from  New  York  to  the  con- 
vention city.  Top:  Howard  Dietz  regis- 
tering a point  with  Joseph  R.  Vogel. 
Bottom:  Charles  J.  Sonin  and  Si  F. 
Seadler  amused  at  an  incident  un- 
known. 


tral  Station,  and  at  least  2,000  persons 
(that’s  Mike  Simons’  estimate)  gathered 
in  the  hope  of  seeing  some  movie  stars. 
All  they  saw  were  Si  Seadler,  Jay  Gove 
and  a couple  other  late  travelers  trying 
to  struggle  through  the  crowd. 

* 

Sam  Eckman  jr.,  managing  director  for 
the  British  Isles,  was  renewing  acquaint- 
ances on  the  trip  from  New  York  with 
men  who  were  new  salesmen  when  he  left 
12  years  ago  for  England.  Among  them 
were  John  Byrne,  Boston;  Tom  Donald- 


son, New  Haven;  Ralph  Pielow,  Albany, 
and  Ralph  Maw,  Buffalo.  All  now  are 
branch  managers. 

★ 

By  the  way.  Maw  had  arranged  special 
interviews  with  the  local  press  when  the 
special  reached  Buffalo.  But  at  2 a.  m., 
even  Howard  Dietz,  Ted  O’Shea  and  oth- 
ers had  gone  to  bed.  So  Sam  Eckman 
saved  the  day  with  special  reports  on 
English  production  and  outlook  for  next 
year  . . . Ted  O’Shea,  incidentally,  had  a 
big  homecoming  at  Buffalo,  where  he  used 
to  be  branch  manager,  with  a salvo  of 
kisses  from  the  feminine  contingent,  there 
to  see  the  boys  off. 

* 

Said  Mike  Simons:  “Not  much  hap- 
pened on  the  way  in  from  New  York,  the 
boys  must  be  getting  old.”  . . . Poker, 
hearts,  casino  and  bridge  were  the  games. 
There  was  a big  game  on  among  Bill  Fer- 
guson’s men — Bert  McKenzie  of  Boston, 
Jimmy  Ashcraft  of  Philadelphia,  Carlton 
Duffus  of  Washington  and  Elliott  Fore- 
man of  New  York. 

* 

Ralph  Pielow,  Albany  branch  manager, 
was  beefing  about  being  called  home,  af- 
ter two  days  in  Florida,  to  attend  the 
convention.  But  that  “gorgeous”  sun-tan 
looked  more  like  a two-week  affair  . . . 
Tom  Donaldson  of  New  Haven,  just  back 
from  Florida,  told  about  having  his  first 
bet  on  the  first  horserace  he  ever  saw 
at  Hialeah.  Yep,  he  ended  in  the  tank; 
but  had  consolation — even  the  wise  guys 
with  the  dope  sheets  did  the  same  thing. 

* 

Milt  Hyams,  New  Haven  salesman, 
whose  M-G-M  convention  record  of  no 
sleep  hasn’t  been  topped,  started  off  great. 
He  stayed  up  till  5 o’clock  in  the  morning 
and  was  knocking  on  the  diner  at  6:30 
a.  m.  for  breakfast  . . . Howard  Dietz  left 
his  cigaret  case.  Si  Seadler  left  his  watch, 
and  Mike  Simons  a “quart”  on  the  train 
when  they  got  off  at  LaSalle  Street  Sta- 
tion. Luckily,  they  remembered  in  time 
to  get  them  back. 

* 

Ernie  Van  Pelt,  San  Francisco  exploi- 
teer, is  the  dandy  of  the  convention. 
Bright  and  early  Sunday  morning  when 
he  arrived,  he  had  to  have  all  his  clothes 
pressed  and  in  order. 

★ 

The  Canadian  boys  had  quite  a card 
game  on  the  way  in,  with  Walter  Hayner, 
general  sales  manager  of  Regal  Films 
(M-G-M  distributors  in  Canada)  ; Gordon 
Lightstone,  Toronto  manager;  Abe  Smith, 
St.  Johns  manager;  Hilly  Cass,  Montreal 
manager,  and  Dewey  Bloom,  Canadian 
promotion  manager  for  M-G-M  (in  the 
States  we  call  ’em  plain  press  agents)  in 
on  the  fun  . . . Bloom  came  from  Montreal 
where  he  worked  on  the  opening  of  “Pyg- 
malion” at  Loew’s  . . . The  boys  met  the 
western  “canuck”  group  in  Chi,  including 
Ted  Gould,  Winnipeg;  Charlie  Ramage, 
Vancouver,  and  Joe  Myers,  Calgary.  Right 
(Continued  on  page  72) 
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M-G-M  Executives 
Cover  Problems 


Chicago  — Inner  - organization  topics 
highlighted  the  convention  when  William 
F.  Rodgers,  Metro  general  sales  manager, 
lead  off  with  advice  that  the  men  must 
keep  abreast  of  the  times,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  concentration  on  the  job  at 
hand. 

Arthur  M.  Loew  outlined  the  obstacles 
which  confront  the  international  organiza- 
tion since  the  European  situation  has 
tightened  still  further.  Commenting  on 
European  conditions,  he  said:  “Our  ob- 
stacles in  the  international  department 
can  be  multiplied  by  the  26  languages 
that  the  countries  speak  in  which  we  dis- 
tribute film.” 

Stating  that  the  policy  of  the  theatre 
department  is  one  of  complete  cooperation 
with  the  distributing  end,  Joseph  Vogel,  in 
charge  of  Loew  theatre  operations,  said 
that  the  Loew  Theatres  are  the  show  win- 
dows for  M-G-M  product.  Morton  Spring, 
his  assistant,  spoke  briefly. 

In  the  morning  A1  Lichtman  gave  the 
complete  detailed  60-picture  lineup  for 
1939-40. 

Fred  Quimby,  in  charge  of  short  sub- 
jects, spoke  on  that  division  of  produc- 
tion, and  in  turn  introduced  James  Fitz- 
patrick, who  explained  plans  for  his 
traveltalks. 

T.  J.  Connors  and  Eddie  Saunders,  east- 
ern Canadian  and  western  division  man- 
agers, respectively,  gave  brief  talks. 

Other  Monday  speakers  were  Frank 
Whitbeck,  west  coast  advertising  and  pro- 
motion manager,  who  spoke  for  Howard 
Strickling,  west  coast  publicity  director, 
who  was  ill  and  could  not  attend;  and 
Charles  Casanave,  of  the  American  Dis- 
play Co.,  who  told  of  the  advertising  ac- 
cessories lineup  on  M-G-M  product. 


Extra  Curricular  Fun 
For  20th-Fox  Men 

Chicago — Conventioners  coming  to  the 
20th  Century-Fox  gathering  here  will  find 
entertainment  awaiting  them  the  night 
before  the  convention  opens  on  March  30. 
On  the  night  of  March  29,  all  early  ar- 
rivers  will  be  guests  of  the  company  at 
the  Golden  Gloves  amateur  boxing  finals 
between  Chicago  and  New  York  amateurs. 

The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Con- 
gress Hotel  and  will  last  until  Saturday, 
April  1. 


This  Idea  May  Go 
All  the  Way 

Chicogo — After  listening  carefully  to 
the  speeches  of  Ed  Kuykendall,  H.  A. 
Cole  and  Harry  Brandt,  W.  F.  Rodgers 
remarked:  "I  wouldn't  be  at  all  sur- 
prised some  day  to  see  Will  Hays  and 
Pete  Harrison  walking  down  Fifth  Ave. 
arm  in  arm." 


Sees  Hope  for  Understanding 

Chicago — Commenting  on  the  convention  addresses  of  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA; 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied,  and  Horry  Brandt,  ITOA,  W.  F.  Rodgers,  Metro  sales  head, 
declared: 

“We  have  all  had  our  differences  in  the  trade  practice  conferences,  but  they 
have  been  cordial  relationships.  These  men  are  honest  and  sincere  in  their 
thoughts.  I am  hopeful  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  there  will  be  a clear 
understanding  between  us  all.  We  are  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  for  these 
men  to  sit  here  face  to  face  with  our  entire  selling  organization. 

"We  do  not  look  at  these  three  men  as  representing  exhibitor  organizations, 
but  rather  as  our  customers.  We  are  delighted  our  customers  have  come  to  visit 
with  us." 


M-G-M  Ad  Men  "European  Strife 

Outline  Work  No  Metro  Bar" 


Chicago — All  members  of  the  executive 
group  of  the  advertising  and  publicity  de- 
partment of  M-G-M  discussed  their  par- 
ticular section  during  the  convention  here. 

Howard  Dietz  discussed  the  entire  de- 
partment in  general.  Si  Seadler,  director 
of  advertising,  stressed  the  importance  of 
considering  the  department  as  a coopera- 
tive aid  to  salesmen  and  exhibitors  instead 
of  a mere  advertising  service. 

W.  R.  Ferguson,  director  of 'exploitation, 
presented  his  comments  through  an  ani- 
mated Leo  the  Lion,  speaking  in  first  per- 
son. He  stressed  70  services  of  the  ex- 
ploitation department. 

Herb  Morgan,  short  subjects  advertis- 
ing head,  told  of  the  importance  of  shorts 
as  an  aid  to  features,  and  stressed  the 
large  field  of  exploitation  possible  in  sell- 
ing shorts  to  the  public. 

Pete  Smith  outlined  the  importance  of 
good  short  subjects  in  defeating  double 
features. 

Barrett  Kiesling  discussed  his  impend- 
ing annual  tour  of  81  cities  visiting  news- 
paper men. 

Frank  Whitbeck,  studio  advertising  head, 
outlined  the  value  of  trailers  in  selling 
pictures  to  the  public. 

Kiesling  Keeps  Busy  on 
Annual  Tour  Plans 

Chicago — Barrett  Kiesling  of  the  M-G-M 
west  coast  publicity  department  and  spe- 
cial newspaper  contact  of  the  studio,  was 
busily  engaged  during  the  convention  at 
the  Palmer  House  mapping  out  final  plans 
of  his  annual  itinerary  of  goodwill. 

Kiesling  is  to  begin  his  annual  jaunt  to 
motion  picture  critics  and  newspaper  of- 
fices immediately  after  the  convention. 
This  year  he  will  visit  81  cities,  12  more 
than  he  went  to  last  year  on  his  trip. 

His  first  stops  were  scheduled  at  Spring - 
field.  111.,  and  St.  Louis.  After  that  he  will 
swing  around  the  north  and  northwest 
sections  of  the  country,  coming  back  to 
Hollywood  for  a week’s  stay  and  then  con- 
tinuing east  again. 

Arthur  Loew  Discusses 
Foreign  Trade  Markets 

Chicago — Arthur  Loew,  in  charge  of  the 
international  department  of  M-G-M,  here 
for  the  company’s  convention,  in  com- 


Chicago  — A1  Lichtman,  assistant  to 
Metro’s  president,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
while  here  for  the  national  conven- 
tion, told  Boxoffice  that  the  new  inter- 
national situation  in  Europe  would  make 
no  difference  to  the  studios;  that  the  pro- 
ductions coming  from  M-G-M  would  have 
the  same  tone  and  interpretation  as  have 
been  used  up  till  now. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  is  carried  the 
story  of  Lichtman’s  product  announcement 
for  next  season  as  given  to  the  convention. 

Emphasizing  the  responsibility  placed 
upon  the  field  staff,  Lichtman  said  that 
the  44  to  52  features  announced  would 
cost  $42,500,000. 

The  1938-39  gross  from  the  United  States 
and  Canada  will  be  about  $49,000,000,  he 
said.  Exploitation,  prints  and  distribution 
cost  for  1939-40  he  estimated  at  $10,- 
000,000. 

Lichtman  asked  the  assembled  sales 
force  what  they  thought  of  the  possibility 
of  making  “Smilin’  ’Thru”  with  music  as 
a starring  vehicle  for  Jeanette  MacDonald. 
The  answer  was  a rousing  affirmative. 

Just  coming  from  the  studio,  Lichtman 
said  that  “Northwest  Passage,”  definitely 
goes  before  the  cameras  by  the  latter  part 
of  May,  with  “Babes  in  Arms,”  featuring 
Mickey  Rooney  and  Judy  Garland,  due  to 
grind  late  in  April. 

Lichtman  received  a wire  from  the  studio 
while  here  that  the  second  Dr.  Kildare 
picture,  just  previewed,  received  rave  com- 
ments. 

“On  Borrowed  Time,”  which  will  star 
Frank  Morgan,  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  and 
a new  youngster,  John  Russell  Country- 
man, doing  the  Peter  Holden  role,  starts 
in  production  next  week.  Sidney  Frank- 
lin will  produce  and  Henry  Potter  will  di- 
rect. 


menting  on  the  rapidly  changing  Euro- 
pean situation,  told  Boxoffice  here  Sun- 
day. “We  don’t  know  where  we  stand  . . . 
the  further  Hitler  goes  the  more  he  costs 
us.” 

Loew  intimated  that  the  Czechoslovak- 
ian market  will  now  become  a part  of  the 
German  distributing  company  of  M-G-M, 
just  as  all  other  trade  in  other  conquered 
European  territories  diverted  back  to  the 
German  holding  companies  in  the  past. 
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General  Outdoor  Adv  Co 


CONGRATULATES 

METR(>GOLDWYNN/»rER 

PICTURES 

ON  ITS  15^  ANNIVERSARY 


IN  CONVENTION  MARCH  I9-20'2I 


And  All  for  Free,  at  That — 


Head-on  shot  of  hillhoard  directed  at  the  M-G-M  convention  as  a comvliment 
from  General  Outdoor  Advertising.  It  was  posted  on  Chicago’s  mam  thor- 
oughfare— Michigan  Boulevard,  near  the  Wrigley  Building. 


Leo  Has  His  Say  in  Chicago 


• Continued  from  page  70) 

away  they  pinned  a big  Union  Jack  on  the 
door  of  Canadian  headquarters. 

* 

Frank  Downey,  Detroit  manager,  in 
charge  of  arrangements  for  the  national 
Variety  Convention  to  be  held  April  27, 
28,  29  in  the  motor  city  (plug  for  Dynamic 
Detroit  and  the  brother  barkers),  had  all 
of  his  delegation  wearing  the  official  Va- 
riety convention  insignia.  Orchids  (a-la- 
Winchell)  to  Downey  for  his  design  of  the 
pin,  which  shows  a barker  riding  a stream- 
lined motor  car  with  the  patriotic  red, 
white  and  blue  colors  super-imposed  in 
enamel. 

★ 

Rummy  was  the  game  the  boys  from 
Detroit  played.  Harold  Sandleman  was  the 
self-appointed  instructor  and  official 
comer-onner,  while  Bill  Potts  sat  on  the 
side  and  “gave  and  gave  and  gave.”  Near- 
by was  Floyd  Chrysler  who  was  bellow- 
ing instructions  and  rules  . . . Frank  Dow- 
ney turned  over  his  drawing  room  to  the 
boys  for  the  game  and  sat  in  the  middle 
of  the  club  car  with  Mrs.  Downey.  With 
an  occasional  longing  glance,  and  though 
encouraged  from  time  to  time  by  the  re- 
mark from  his  charming  wife  of  “why 
don’t  you  join  the  boys,”  his  strength  of 
character  was  in  complete  evidence,  as  he 
replied,  “no-o-o,  my  dear.”  But  as  the 
miles  wore  on,  the  glances  and  remarks 
became  more  frequent,  until  at  last  when 
supper  hour  rolled  around.  Jack  Morgan 
and  Exploiteer  Warren  Slee  emerged  from 
the  diner  to  hear  Frank  remarking  with 
glee  to  Mrs.  Downey;  “Yes,  dear  I won 
42  cents.” 

★ 

This  was  the  first  convention  for  the 
following  men  from  Bill  Ferguson’s  ex- 
ploitation department:  Harold  Marshall, 
Indianapolis;  Charlie  Barron,  Pittsburgh; 
W.  A.  Slee,  Detroit;  Elliott  Foreman,  New 
York;  A.  L.  Bui’ks,  Charlotte,  and  Tod 
Ferguson,  Memphis. 

* 

Bill  Potts  of  Detroit,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  checking  in  Michigan,  stayed 
on  after  the  convention  to  remain  in  Chi- 


cago. He’ll  be  in  the  Windy  City  for  a 
few  months. 

★ 

Jerry  Adams,  Indianapolis  salesman,  has 
been  dubbed  the  “boy  with  the  most 
oomph”  at  the  confab — he  gets  his  title 
by  virtue  of  those  “bee-oo-tiful”  eyes 
(that’s  from  Harold  Marshall),  and  a bald 
spot,  which  he  carefully  conceals. 

★ 

Sam  Shurman,  Milwaukee  manager,  has 
given  up  his  handball  for  waltzing  . . . It’s 
easier  on  the  feet.  Incidentally,  Sam  is 
the  new  chief  barker  of  the  Milwaukee 
Variety  Club  and  has  great  plans  for  the 
coming  year  for  Tent  No.  14  . . . Eddie 
Lipson,  Milwaukee  salesman,  still  going 
around  wiping  off  door-knobs  before  open- 
ing doors. 

* 

Bill  Rodgers,  Eddie  Saunders  and  Jack 
Flynn  “sat”  for  special  publicity  photos 
that  were  used  in  the  Chicago  dailies.  Also 
in  the  pictures  were  Eddie  Aaron,  Walter 
E.  (Doc)  Banford,  Tom  Connors  and  Alan 
Cummings  . . . Rodgers  was  in  bed  early 
Saturday  night  getting  ready  for  the  rigors 
of  the  convention. 

* 

Tlie  boys  had  the  choice  of  seeing  any 
legitimate  show  in  town  Monday  night. 
Most  requests  came  to  see  Vera  Zorina  in 
“I  Married  an  Angel.”  Next  in  demand 
was  “Kiss  the  Boys  Good-Bye.” 

★ 

Tlrey  got  John  Kemptgen,  Chicago  of- 
fice manager,  out  of  bed  late  Friday  night, 
to  check  the  lists  of  Chicago  exhibitors 
invited  to  attend  the  Wednesday  “friend- 
liness” luncheon. 

* 

Alan  Cummings,  head  auditor,  had  a 
special  dinner  for  his  junior  auditors  Fri- 
day night.  Four  of  the  boys — Tom  Con- 
nors jr..  Bob  Cummings,  Arthur  Ki’one 
and  Ben  Woolf,  left  for  special  west  coast 
assignments.  C.  B.  Fogle,  assistant  to  J.  S. 
MacLeod,  gave  the  boys  their  “going-away 
gifts” — especially  wrapped  lunch  kits. 

* 

Johnny  Quinn,  St.  Louis  branch  mana- 
ger, just  back  from  Florida,  and  sporting  a 
swell  tan,  was  giving  advice:  “A  Florida 


tan  costs  a d sight  more  per  square 

inch  than  any  night  club  tan  you  ever  got.” 
Backslappers  warned  to  lay  off ! ! ! 

★ 

The  inseparables  of  every  convention 
were  as  two  peas  in  a pod  again.  Mean- 
ing, Leroy  Bickel,  Dallas  manager,  and 
J.  F.  Willingham,  Memphis  exchange  head, 
were  again  everywhere  together. 

★ 

Maury  Abrams,  Minneapolis  exploiteer, 
was  around  giving  his  “act”  everywhere, 
and  reminiscing  with  Charlie  (Casanova) 
Deardourff  of  Cleveland. 

★ 

Bill  Ferguson  and  his  assistant,  Eddie 
Carrier,  were  up  nearly  all  night  Saturday 
and  Sunday  getting  the  main  convention 
room  in  order.  And  what  a convention 
room.  The  base  relief  of  Leo  the  Lion 
alone  weighed  a ton.  The  huge  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Hardy  Family  is  the  largest 
reproduction  ever  printed.  “Fergie”  had 
all  of  his  men  together  for  last  minute 
instructions  Sunday  so  that  everything 
would  run  smoothly. 

★ 

Among  the  early  bird  registrants  at 
headquarters  were  Leroy  (Dallas)  Bickel, 
W.  B.  (Oklahoma  City)  Zoellner,  and 
Wade  (Indianapolis)  Willman. 

★ 

Phil  DeAngelis  of  the  New  York  office 
was  on  hand  swapping  yarns  with  the  ex- 
ploiteers  from  all  over  the  country  . . . 
Russ  Stewart,  formerly  in  the  exploitation 
department,  and  now  promotion  manager 
of  the  Chicago  Times,  dropped  in  with  a 
cheery  “hello.” 

The  men  of  Eddie  Saunders’  division  in 
the  west  pulled  a surprise  entrance  Mon- 
day when  they  marched  in  with  10-gal- 
lon  cowboy  hats. 

Sam  Shurman,  Milwaukee  manager,  and 
J.  Frank  Willingham,  Memphis  exchange 
head,  going  around  with  that  “over-quota 
smile.” 

* 

Clyde  Houston  of  Dallas  (no  relation  to 
Sam  Houston,  but  wishes  he  was)  had 
an  even  100  possibilities.  Result:  Typical- 
ly M-G-M,  he  sold  101. 

★ 

The  Kansas  City  crew  played  penny- 
ante  poker.  Fi’ank  Hensler  and  T.  B. 
Wildman  were  the  conquerors,  with  Claud 
Morris  wailing  about  losses.  Said  Hens- 
ler: “Nertz,  I’ll  give  him  back  his  $1.80 
check.” 

* 

Si  Seadler  was  moaning  about  his  char- 
ley-horse.  And  right  after  we  told  him 
about  those  special  rhumba  nights  at  the 
Colony  Club  on  Tuesdays. 

•k 

Charley  Lieb  of  Omaha,  just  back  from 
a honeymoon,  had  enough  time  left  only 

to  catch  the  train  for  the  convention. 

★ 

Barrett  (Ambassador-of-goodwill)  Kies- 
ling  started  out  on  his  annual  tour  of 
newspapers  after  the  convention,  going 
first  to  Springfield,  111.,  and  St.  Louis. 
He’ll  make  81  cities  this  year,  12  more 
than  last  year. 

* 

For  15  years  M-G-M  has  been  having 
conventions,  and  for  most  of  that  time 
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Jack  Flynn  has  been  entertainment  chair- 
man. Every  year  he  swears  it’s  the  last 
year,  but  he’s  back  again  the  next  year. 
He’s  swearing  off  again  this  year. 

★ 

Charlie  Deardourff  of  Cleveland  was  wel- 
comed with  open  arms  by  B&K’s  publicity 
chief,  Bill  Hollander.  Said  Charlie:  “He’s 
so  nice,  he’s  just  like  a guy  in  any  small 
town.” 

★ 

B&K  played  host  to  the  conventioneers 
by  inviting  them,  with  specially-printed 
passes,  to  attend  any  B&K  theatre  in  the 
loop. 

★ 

Pete  Smith  lost  his  bags  five  times  be- 
tween arrival  on  the  Santa  Fe  super  chief 
and  when  he  got  to  the  Palmer  House  . . . 
Pete  had  a visitor,  Benny  (Irisher)  Rubin, 
who  was  en  route  to  Toronto,  where  he 
opened  the  next  day  at  Shea’s  Theatre. 
Benny  kept  all  the  conventioneers  well  en- 
tertained. 

★ 

Saal  Gottlieb,  Pittsburgh  country  sales- 
man, recently  upped  to  a city  salesman 
post,  nearly  wore  out  that  wrist  watch 
which  exhibitors  of  the  Altoona  (Penn.) 
area  presented  to  him.  There  probably  was 
not  a conventioneer  who  didn’t  see  it.  He 
has  been  with  the  company  19  years  . . 
This  was  Milt  Bauman’s  first  convention 
as  a salesman.  He  recently  was  promoted 
from  Pittsburgh  office  manager  to  a sell- 
ing job. 

★ 

Arthur  Loew  arrived  from  New  York 
by  plane  late  Sunday  afternoon,  and  was 
hustled  over  to  the  hotel  immediately  for 
special  trade-paper  photographs  with  Bill 
Rodgers,  Sam  Eckman  and  A1  Lichtman. 
Arriving  with  Loew  was  his  assistant,  Mor- 
ton Spring.  Loew  is  in  charge  of  M-G-M’s 
international  department. 

★ 

A quartet  of  “angels”  participated  in  the 
opening  ceremonies  Monday.  They  were 
girls  from  the  “I  Married  an  Angel”  show 
and  were  special  pages. 

★ 

A1  Lichtman,  Sam  Eckman,  Bill  Rodgers, 
Howard  Dietz,  Jack  Flynn,  Arthur  Loew 
and  Joe  Vogel  were  discussing  the  Euro- 
pean situation.  Said  Dietz:  “Did  you  know 
that  King  Carol  wired  Sam  Eckman  to 
see  what  he  could  do  for  him  against 
Hitler.  And  what  did  he  get?  Nothing” 

. . . Arthur  Loew  let  it  be  known  that 
since  it’s  the  vogue  for  all  Englishmen  to 
emulate  their  prime  minister  now,  that 
Eckman  carries  an  umbrella  all  the  time. 

★ 

The  Canadian  M-G-M-ites  gave  a sur- 
prise party  for  Walter  Hayner,  Canadian 
manager,  in  his  room  the  second  day  of 
the  convention.  It  was  his  birthday. 


Banquet  Notes 


The  dinner  on  Tuesday  night  was  a 
glamorous  birthday  affair,  with  the  star- 
salesmen  and  managers  occupying  the 
place  of  honor. 

★ 

That  was  a $15  gag  Pete  Smith  pulled. 
Pete  started  to  speak,  pulled  out  a long 
sheet,  began  reading  and  then  busted  a 
pair  of  phony  glasses.  Later,  Bill  Rodgers 
got  up  to  speak,  and  Pete  handed  him  an- 


Colorful  Convention  Setting 


Chicago — Bill  Ferguson  and  his  staff  got 
up  and  went  to  town,  decoratively  speak- 
ing, for  the  15th  annual  convention  of 
the  Leo-ites  here. 

The  conventioneers  found  a confab  room 
as  gayly  bedecked  and  meticulously  exe- 
cuted as  any  of  M-G-M’s  gigantic  motion 
picture  production  sets,  work  of  Fergu- 
son, manager  of  exploitation,  and  his  staff, 
who  worked  day  and  night  prior  to  the 
gathering. 

The  delegates,  upon  entering,  found 
nearly  50  enlarged  Leos  holding  copies  of 
telegrams  from  leading  circuit  and  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  throughout  the  country. 
Lifesized  head  photographs  were  shown 
beside  each  telegram.  The  history  of  Metro 
via  the  company  house  organ.  The  Dis- 
tributor, was  contained  in  the  outer  con- 
vention room. 

Dazzling  would  be  the  word  to  describe 
the  convention  room  proper,  converted 
from  the  Red  Lacquer  Room  of  the  Pal- 
mer House.  A large  dais  for  the  company 
executives  had  as  its  background  a scin- 
tillating blue  sky  effect.  Upon  this  in  neon 


electric  lettering  were  the  words  “15  years, 
progress,  fairness,  security.”  In  a large 
semi-circle  were  the  following  words: 
“stability,  showmanship,  salesmanship,  de- 
pendable, flexible,  consistent,  achievement, 
leadership,  cooperative,  solidity,  power, 
friendliness,”  also  in  blue  and  red  neon. 
In  the  background  was  a base  relief  of 
Leo,  weighing  a ton,  and  18  by  22  feet, 
in  simulated  gold-leaf. 

A revolving  birthday  cake  was  at  each 
end  of  the  dais,  each  20  feet  high.  On 
each  were  listed  many  of  the  outstanding 
films  planned  for  1939-40.  Directly  oppo- 
site the  dais  was  a large  photograph  of 
the  Hardy  Family,  12  by  15  feet,  understood 
to  be  the  biggest  enlargement  of  any  pho- 
tograph ever  made. 

Surrounding  the  room  were  blowups  of 
various  Metro  stars  with  congratulatory 
messages,  intermingled  with  large  birth- 
day candles  for  every  year  showing  the 
hit  films  for  each  of  the  last  15  years. 

Conference  tables  were  covered  with  es- 
pecially prepared  Oriental  silk  cloths 
with  the  Metro  trade-mark  and  appro- 
priate catchlines. 


other  pair  of  glasses.  The  mistake  he 
made  was  in  giving  Rodgers  his  real  hon- 
est-to-goodness  glasses. 

* 

A1  Lichtman,  Bill  Rodgers,  Howard  Dietz, 
Si  Seadler  and  Pete  Smith  had  the  con- 
ventioneers in  stitches  when  they  gave  ev- 
ery banquet  speaker  the  bum’s  rush. 

★ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Bishop  were  surprised 
with  a wedding  gift  from  the  exploitation 
men.  A sizeable  cash  sum.  Jack  Walsh 
was  similarly  surprised  with  a cash  gift 
to  take  back  to  his  new  bride,  whom  he  left 
after  a day  of  married  life,  to  attend  the 
convention. 

★ 

There  were  plenty  of  Chicago  acts  for 
professional  entertainment.  Included  were 
Frank  Gaby,  the  Chester  Hale  Girls,  Bon- 
nie Baker,  Shirley  Ross,  Dolly  Kay,  Eddie 
White  and  others. 


Notes  on  the  Luncheon 


Four  beautiful  Chicago  models  served 
as  cigarette  girls  during  the  luncheon. 

★ 

Each  exhibitor  present  received  a bronze 
encrested  ash-tray,  similar  to  those  given 
to  the  salesmen  during  the  convention. 

★ 

Harry  Brandt  of  New  York  was  “served” 
his  cigars  on  trays  by  Bill  Ferguson  and 
his  staff. 

* 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president,  had  to 
go  to  Milwaukee  and  missed  the  luncheon. 
From  Milwaukee,  he  returned  home  to 
Dallas. 

★ 

Louis  Francini,  Chicago  child  prodigy 
violinist,  four  years  old,  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded when  he  played  two  solo  numbers 
during  the  luncheon. 

★ 

Strolling  troubadours  furnished  music 


\\w  Pi  //  fp  ' i 

Iwo-btar  Inoai 
Metro  Meeting 

Chicago — Three  M-G-M  salesmen  were 
designated  as  “two-star  salesmen”  at  the 
annual  convention  here,  when  awards 
were  announced  by  William  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager.  They  were  Phil 
Bobys,  Washington;  Clarence  Pippin, 
Philadelphia,  and  David  T.  Mcllhinney, 
Salt  Lake  City. 

To  get  a two-star  award  the  men  had 
to  be  one-star  winners  at  a previous  con- 
vention. These  are  the  first  such  awards 
designated  by  M-G-M. 

One-star  awards  announced:  Rudolph 
Berger,  Washington;  John  J.  Bowen,  New 
York;  Gordon  Lightstone,  Toronto,  branch 
managers;  Henry  Wolper,  Boston;  A. 
Jack  Shumow,  Chicago;  Jerome  Adams, 
Indianapolis,  sales  managers;  and  John  S. 
Allen,  Cincinnati;  Robert  A.  Cain,  Den- 
ver; Samuel  J.  Gardner,  Indianapolis,  and 
Charles  D.  Lyne,  Dallas,  salesmen. 

New  York  topped  the  exchanges  as  the 
first-half  of  the  year’s  selling  was  com- 
pleted. Branch  Manager  Jack  Bowen  and 
his  aides  won  two  weeks’  salary,  while  the 
office  staff  on  through  to  the  porters,  won 
one  week’s  salary. 

Other  exchanges  in  order  were  Des 
Moines,  Cincinnati,  Denver,  Omaha  and 
Philadelphia.  John  J.  Maloney’s  Pitts- 
burgh area  headed  the  divisions,  with 
Harris  P.  Wolfberg  of  Kansas  City,  second. 


during  the  luncheon  . . . 'The  start  of  the 
luncheon  was  a repetition  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  convention  proper;  the  raising 
of  the  American  flag,  singing  of  the  na- 
tional anthem,  together  with  a color  guard. 

•k 

“Doc”  Banford’s  good  job  as  toastmaster, 
no  doubt  will  put  him  in  demand  as  m.c. 
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Fred  Wehrenberg  Again  Heads  B&K  Is  Planning 
MPTO;  Kuykendall  Speaker  Managers'  Drive 


St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg  was  unan- 
imously re-elected  president  of  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  E. 
Missouri  and  S.  Illinois 
at  the  annual  conven- 
tion in  the  Coronado 
Hotel  here. 

Other  officers  elected 
were:  Vice-presidents, 

S.  E.  Pertle,  Jerseyville, 
111.;  I.  W.  Rodger, 
Cairo,  111.;  Robert  Clus- 
ter, Salem,  111.,  and 
Sam  Komm,  St.  Louis; 
secretary  and  treasurer, 
F.  WEHIIENBEKG  L.  C.  Hehl,  St.  Louis, 
and  sergeant-at-arms,  Walter  Thimmig, 
St.  Louis. 

Members  of  the  board:  Harold  W. 
Evens,  Maury  Davis,  Victor  Thein,  A.  D. 
Pappas,  Frank  Speros,  Tommy  James  and 
Fred  Sutter,  all  of  St.  Louis;  Lou  Menges, 
East  St.  Louis,  111.;  L.  A.  Mercier,  Frede- 
ricktown.  Mo.;  Harry  Miller,  Festus,  Mo.; 
Noah  Bloomer,  Belleville,  111.,  and  Jake 
Siepker,  Webster  Groves,  Mo. 

The  new  officers  are  to  be  installed 
May  8 at  the  Coronado  Hotel. 

It  was  decided  that  special  Welfare 
Committees  be  selected  to  function  in  St. 
Louis,  St.  Louis  county,  eastern  Missouri 
and  southern  Illinois.  Each  of  these  com- 
mittees will  consist  of  five  exliibitors 
picked  from  those  sections.  The  commit- 
tees will  look  after  purely  local  matters. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  national  MPTOA  head, 
in  an  address  declared  the  industry  today 
is  in  one  of  the  most  uncertain  stages  of 
its  entire  history,  warned  against  “the 
menace  of  governmental  regulation 
through  professional  meddlers  and  self- 
appointed  reformers  that  have  swooped 
down  on  industry.” 

In  this  connection,  he  stated  the  indus- 
try was  well  on  the  way  toward  the  elimi- 
nation of  trade  evils  through  self -regula- 
tion before  the  department  of  justice  suits 
were  ever  filed,  asserting  65  per  cent  of 
Uncle  Sam’s  suggestions  for  trade  prac- 
tice reforms  were  included  in  the  MPTOA’s 
10-point  program. 

Touching  on  the  recent  supreme  court 
decision  in  the  Dallas  case,  he  said  it 
would  have  very  little  effect  on  the  in- 
dustry, adding  that  one  of  the  most  “fool- 
ish” statements  he  ever  read  was  one  ac- 
credited to  a “so-called  leader  in  the  in- 
dustry that  the  decision  voided  clearances 
of  all  kinds  and  that  the  industry  needs 
no  clearance.”  He  added  the  industry 
must  have  reasonable  clearance  and  fair 
admission  scale,  if  it  is  to  survive.  He 
also  stated  he  could  see  no  benefit  in  the 
theatre  divorcement  bills,  asserting  he 
would  rather  have  opposition  from  a pro- 
ducer-owned chain  than  an  independent- 
ly-operated one.  He  repeated  his  opposi- 
tion to  the  Neely  bill. 

Commenting  on  the  various  suggestions 
for  governmental  regulation  and  other  re- 
forms for  the  film  business  that  he  has 
been  reading  in  the  trade  papers,  Kuy- 
kendall declared  the  first  thing  neces- 


sary for  those  who  are  so  freely  handing 
out  advice  is  to  “keep  both  their  feet  on 
the  ground.” 

He  pointed  out  the  industry  was  well 
on  the  way  toward  solving  various  trade 
practices  of  an  objectionable  character 
before  any  of  the  department  of  justice 
suits  were  fUed. 

The  exhibitors  of  the  country  need  good 
product  if  they  are  to  attract  customers 
in  paying  numbers  he  continued,  saying 
that  the  day  is  passed  when  people  simply 
go  “to  the  movies.” 

At  another  point  he  expressed  the 
belief  that  what  is  done  toward  the  eli- 
mination of  unsatisfactory  trade  practices 
must  be  done  quickly  if  exhibitors  are  to 
benefit.  He  urged  united  action  in  an 
effort  to  do  what  must  be  done  by  the 
industry  itself. 

Frank  Castle  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  presi- 
dent of  the  Kansas-Missouri  Theatre 
Owners  Ass’n,  spoke  briefly  pointing  out 
he  hoped  to  bring  about  a closer  relation- 
ship between  his  organization  and  the 
eastern  Missouri  body. 

President  Wehrenberg  also  spoke  briefly 
on  various  bills  faced  by  the  trade  includ- 
ing House  Bill  No.  633,  the  anti-Ascap 
measure;  the  Missouri  censorship  bill,  the 
“no-standing  room”  measure,  theatre  di- 
vorcement, all  at  Jefferson  City;  and  the 
Illinois  anti-block  booking  bill  patterned 
after  the  Neely  Bill  in  Washington. 


Urges  Caution  in 
Regard  to  Ascap 

In  connection  with  the  copyright  bUl, 
Kuykendall  warned  exhibitors  to  protect 
themselves  by  paying  fees  to  Ascap  until 
such  time  as  the  United  States  supreme 
court  decides  that  issue,  since  “state  meas- 
ures cannot  eliminate  the  national  copy- 
right laws.” 

Maurice  Davis  of  the  William  Roger 
Theatre,  St.  Louis,  advised  the  fees  be 
paid  under  protest  to  protect  the  legal 
rights  of  the  exhibitor  to  recover  from 
Ascap  later  if  the  fees  exacted  by  that 
body  should  be  found  illegal. 

In  connection  with  theatre  divorcement, 
Leon  Jarodsky  of  Paris,  111.,  said  that 
while  in  certain  cases  distributor  owned 
theatres  are  all  right — such  as  first-run 
houses  in  metropolitan  areas — producer- 
distributors  should  stay  out  of  small  towns. 
Alex  Pappas  of  the  Webster  Theatre,  St. 
Louis,  agreed  with  these  views. 

Bob  Cluster  of  Salem,  111.,  declared  anti- 
block booking  biUs  should  not  have  sup- 
port, adding:  “Let’s  keep  the  theatre  busi- 
ness in  the  industry  and  the  government 
out  of  it.” 

In  the  discussion  on  exhibition  con- 
tracts, it  was  brought  out  practically  all 
film  companies  sell  pictures  in  the  St. 
Louis  territory  by  number  without  desig- 
nating either  the  stars,  director  or  pro- 
duction unit  of  any  of  the  films.  Some 
exhibitors  said  United  Artists  was  the  only 
company  that  gave  information  concern- 
ing the  star,  director,  etc.,  in  contracts. 

Bill  Feldstein,  booker  for  the  Frisina 


Chicago — The  first  Managers’  Drive  in 
the  history  of  Balaban  & Katz  theatre 
operation  in  Chicago  will  open  with  the 
John  Balaban  Drive  next  Friday,  March 
31,  for  the  duration  of  the  second  quarter 
of  the  year. 

This  may  or  may  not  be  an  indication 
of  how  poor  boxoffice  returns  have  been 
of  late  in  the  Windy  City,  though  it  is 
understood  that  the  success  of  the  recent 
Great-States’  managers’  drive  was  an  in- 
fluencing factor  in  the  decision  to  inaugu- 
rate a B&K  campaign  for  business. 

B&K  executives  recalled  for  Boxoffice 
that  years  ago  under  Sam  Katz’s  leader- 
ship in  the  Publix  operation  days,  various 
drives  for  business  stimulation  were  held, 
but  not  on  the  basis  of  the  current  one. 

The  drive  was  announced  to  all  B&K 
managers  at  a luncheon  at  the  Congress 
Hotel.  Invitations  went  forward  to  the 
men  in  the  form  of  B&K  checks  inserted 
in  pocket  wallets.  Walter  Immerman,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  circuit,  is  in  charge  of 
the  drive,  but  actual  details  have  been 
turned  over  to  a committee  of  district  man- 
agers. 

Dave  Wallerstein  heads  this  committee 
as  chairman.  Other  district  managers  on 
the  committee  are  Dave  Balaban,  Harry 
Lustgarden,  Nate  and  Abe  Platt,  and  Jack 
Sampson. 

’The  managers  will  be  working  for  prizes 
totaling  $2,500  and  extra  vacation  days  in 
the  13-week  drive.  The  various  houses  in 
the  city  have  been  grouped  together  and 
will  be  competing  with  each  other.  Thus, 
all  loop,  A,  B,  C and  general  release  houses 
will  have  separate  prizes  for  each  group. 


circuit  of  40  theatres,  said  that  this  mat- 
ter was  simply  a question  of  ability  to 
buy,  adding  that  he  has  been  trying  to 
make  some  of  the  film  exchange  folks 
into  merchandisers  but  hadn’t  succeeded 
very  well.  He  said  the  situation  has  al- 
most reached  the  point  where  the  film 
branch  manager,  not  only  runs  his  own 
exchange,  but  also  the  exhibitor’s  thea- 
tre as  well. 

The  meeting  passed  a resolution  com- 
mending 20th  Century-Fox  and  Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer  for  their  decision  to  take 
stars  off  the  air.  It  was  also  decided  to 
send  protests  to  other  producers  whose 
stars  are  still  being  used  in  radio  work. 

A communication  was  read  from  the 
Better  Film  Council  of  Greater  St.  Louis 
suggesting  that  “Yes,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter” be  shown  in  the  middle  of  the  week 
and  that  children  not  be  permitted  to 
view  it  unless  accompanied  by  parents. 
'The  theatres  of  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
county  wiU  cooperate  with  the  council,  it 
was  indicated. 

Wehrenberg  also  revealed  that  a letter 
had  been  received  from  the  lATSE,  stat- 
ing that  organization  is  prepared  to  de- 
mand that  all  theatres  in  St.  Louis  hire 
union  maintenance  men. 
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Wisconsin  Senate  Committee 
Hears  Side  of  Bank  Night 


^HE  Little  Theatre  here  has  dropped  its 
top  admission  a dime  from  50  to  40 
cents  . . . Harry  MacDonald,  manager  of 
the  Warner  Theatre  here,  is  no  mean  hand 
at  the  drums  and  gave  a recital  on  those 
instruments  last  week  at  the  Elks  Club. 

H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  general  manager  of 
Fox-Wisconsin  Theatres,  and  Etta  Weisner, 
Milwaukee  exhibitor,  are  vacationing  in 
Florida. 

E.  F.  Maertz,  operator  of  the  Zenith  The- 
atre, north  side  house,  is  offering  give- 
aways only  with  main  floor  admissions  of 
two  bits.  Those  not  desiring  the  hand- 
outs may  sit  in  the  balcony  for  15  cents. 

Distribution  of  the  state  conservation 
department’s  first  talking  film  is  being 
handled  by  Celebrated  Players  Film  Corp. 
here.  The  flicker  spreads  the  gospel  of 
forest  fire  prevention. 

Some  1,400  youngsters  of  Milwaukee  or- 
phanages were  guests  of  Fox’s  Wisconsin 
Theatre  at  matinee  showings  of  “The  Little 
Princess.”  Orphans  attended  on  differ- 
ent days,  at  their  convenience. 

Eastwood  Theatre  at  Madison  has  in- 
stalled a new  Simplex  sound  system. 

Meinhardt  Raabe,  Johnson  Creek  mid- 
get, is  to  have  a part  in  the  forthcoming 
M-G-M  production,  “The  Wizard  of  Oz.” 
Raabe  is  24  years  old  and  48  inches  tall. 

The  Wausau  Theatre  at  Wausau  is  con- 
ducting matinees  now  on  only  Wednesdays, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennett  Barrett  have  pur- 
chased the  theatres  at  Princeton  and  Mon- 
tello  and  will  live  in  the  former  village. 

J.  P.  Adler  has  installed  hard-of-hearing 
devices  in  his  New  Adler  Theatre  at  Marsh- 
field. 

Ken  Butterfield,  manager  of  the  Pox 
Theatres  at  Marinette,  conducted  an  all- 
day meeting  at  the  Hotel  Marinette  last 
week  for  the  house’s  entire  staff. 

Charles  H.  Collins  sr.,  general  manager 
of  the  Roosevelt  Theatre,  Kenosha,  lost 
his  brother,  Edward  T.  Collins,  73,  who 
died  suddenly  last  week  of  a heart  attack. 

Fox’s  Strand  last  week  dualed  “King  of 
the  Underworld”  with  “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter.”  Former  flicker  was  first  down- 
town showing  while  latter  was  a contin- 
ued run  from  the  Warner.  Previously  the 
house  has  twin  billed  only  continued  runs. 


Charge  Former  Employe 
With  Forcing  Entry 

Indianapolis  — Thomas  Stark,  former 
employe  of  the  Apollo  Theatre  here,  was 
charged  with  making  a forced  entry  when 
he  confessed  hiding  in  the  theatre  after 
it  closed  and  attempting  to  chisel  open 
the  safe.  He  was  interrupted  by  the  en- 
trance of  the  night  watchman  who  be- 
lieved he  recognized  the  youth  as  a former 
employe.  After  police  found  his  finger- 
prints checked  with  those  on  the  safe,  he 
confessed. 


Madison,  Wis.  — Theatre  and  Bank 
Night  representatives  appeared  before  the 
senate  judiciary  committee  here  in  op- 
position to  Sen.  Oscar  H.  Paulson’s  bill, 
which  would  make  liable  to  six  months  in 
jail  or  $500  fine  the  promoter  of  any 
scheme  under  which  an  article  of  value 
is  offered  or  given  by  chance  as  an  in- 

Firm  on  Bingo  Ban 
In  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — Bingo  operators  here  are 
finding  Police  Chief  Morrissey  meant 
business  when  he  announced  a ban  on 
Bingo  and  all  fonns  of  cash  giveaways  in- 
volving a chance  element. 

The  ATOI  office  talked  with  Chief  Mor- 
rissey shortly  after  announcement  of  the 
ban  and  assured  him  fullest  cooperation 
of  association  members. 

Chief  Morrissey  has  issued  the  follow- 
ing statement;  “I  understand  there  are 
some  connivers  trying  to  figure  an  angle 
around  this  ban.  Rest  assured  there  are 
legal  means  to  take  care  of  these.” 

Several  local  theatres  not  affiliated 
with  ATOI  have  tried  various  forms  of 
cash  giveaways.  One  handed  out  money 
in  envelopes  to  every  20th  patron  enter- 
ing the  theatre:  another  handed  out 
money  to  patrons  leaving  the  theatre.  This 
procedure  was  met  with  disapproval  by 
the  patrons  in  the  forms  of  boos  and  cat- 
calls. 

Other  theatre  owners  complying  with 
Chief  Morrissey’s  ruling  report  an  increase 
in  business  on  former  Bingo  nights,  so 
maybe  theatremen  are  getting  back  to  the 
show  business. 


Start  April  1 on  a New 
Trisign  Co,  Building 

Richmond,  Ind. — Work  begins  April  1 
on  a new  building  Trisign  Co.  will  erect 
here,  officials  announce. 

The  new  building  will  consist  of  modern 
offices,  a complete  drafting  department, 
and  a laboratory  for  processing  neon  tub- 
ing and  new  neon  lighting  for  theatres. 

The  building  plans  are  in  line  with  a 
rapidly  expanding  business. 


Visual  Education  Meet 
In  Chicago  June  19 

Chicago — The  ninth  annual  National 
Conference  on  Visual  Education  dates 
have  been  announced  for  June  19-22  here. 
Parleys  will  be  held  again  at  the  Francis 
W.  Parker  School,  with  educators,  adver- 
tising men  and  others  in  attendance. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  DeVry 
Foundation,  a part  of  the  DeVry  Co. 


ducement  to  attract  people  to  theatres, 
stores,  auctions  and  taverns. 

Defending  the  practice,  F.  C.  McCarthy, 
Milwaukee,  for  the  Bank  Night  Ass’n,  said 
exhibitors  were  able  to  keep  operating 
the  last  five  years  of  “economic  distress” 
only  because  of  Bank  Night. 

Charles  F.  Puls  jr.,  Milwaukee,  repre- 
senting Standard  Theatres  Co.,  operators 
of  a number  of  houses  in  the  state,  caUed 
Bank  Night  a “wonderful  stimulant  for 
business.”  He  said: 

“It  isn’t  gambling.  We  think  it  is  in- 
nocent. You  haven’t  heard  any  criticism 
about  crooked  drawings.  This  bill  would 
eliminate  the  necessity  for  having  con- 
sideration to  constitute  a lottery  and 
create  a new  theory  of  law  relating  to 
gambling.” 

Also  appearing  against  the  measure  was 
F.  J.  McWilliams,  operator  of  two  Portage 
theatres  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Independent  Theatres  Protective 
Ass’n  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan. 
McWilliams  testified  that  to  abandon 
Bank  Night  in  Portage  would  deprive  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  something  they 
want. 

Appearing  in  favor  of  the  measure,  be- 
sides its  author,  was  Circuit  Judge  Rob- 
ert S.  Cowie,  Lacrosse,  and  Deputy  In- 
spector Hugo  Goehlen  of  the  Milwaukee 
police  department. 

Judge  Cowie,  who  has  started  action 
against  LaCrosse  theatres  who  conduct 
Bank  Night,  said  the  game  was  a “lure 
and  nuisance”  grown  to  such  proportions 
in  that  city  that  of  18,000  cards  found 
in  one  police  raid,  20  per  cent  were  signed 
by  persons  on  relief  or  receiving  old  age 
or  mothers’  pensions. 

Inspector  Goehlen,  representing  the 
Wisconsin  Chiefs  of  Police  Ass’n,  asserted 
Bank  Night  was  spreading  to  taverns, 
drug  stores  and  meat  markets  under  names 
like  “Hollywood,”  “Screeno,”  “Spin-it,” 
“Lucky  Clover,”  “Grocery  Night,”  and 
“Tavern  Guest  Night.” 

Representatives  of  gasoline  dealers  ask- 
ed inclusion  in  the  bill  of  a ban  on  filling 
station  promotion  of  similar  ventures. 

Most  recent  measure  relating  to  gam- 
blng  introduced  in  the  state  legislature  is 
the  joint  resolution  of  Harold  Lytie,  Green 
Bay,  which  would  amend  the  constitution 
to  give  the  legislature  power  to  set  up  old 
age  pension  lotteries. 

To  take  effect,  this  resolution  would 
have  to  be  adopted  by  the  present  legis- 
lature and  the  1941  legislature  and  ap- 
proved at  a referendum  of  the  people. 

In  Milwaukee,  a $700  Bank  Night  pot 
is  apparently  no  longer  a sufficient  at- 
traction in  the  estimation  of  Pox’s  Vene- 
tian, which  on  Wednesday  night,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  $700,  offered  78  gifts,  including 
baskets  of  groceries,  blooming  plants,  elec- 
tric shaver,  cake  servers,  table  lamp,  perm- 
anent wave,  electric  heating  pads  and  re- 
frigerator bowl  covers,  donated  by  com- 
munity merchants.  Admission  until  7 
p.  m.  was  20  cents. 
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The  Kerasotes  Celebrating 
Thirtieth  Year  in  Trade 


By  HARRY  W.  MOODY 

Springfield,  III. — Two  young  men  with 
a vision  who  came  to  America  from 
Greece,  are  celebrating  their  30th  anni- 
versary as  theatre  owners  in  Springfield. 
This  is  a long  time  in  the  show  business 
when  one  considers  that  the  first  con- 
tinuous motion  picture  show  was  opened 
by  John  P.  Harris  in  Pittsburgh  only  four 
years  before,  in  1905,  and  the  first  full 
one  reel-ten  minute  feature,  “Great  Train 
RobbeiT”  was  produced  but  a year  be- 
fore. 

But  such  is  the  record  of  the  Kerasotes 
Bros.,  Gus  and  Louis,  who  opened  their 
first  “movie”  theatre,  the  Royal,  on  South 
Sixth  St.  in  1909,  just  30  years  ago.  This 
was  a new  type  of  business  for  Spring- 
field,  and  it  has  grown  in  the  last  30 
years  into  one  of  the  city’s  leading  indus- 
tries. The  fact  that  Springfield  has  more 
and  finer  theatres  than  any  other  city  of 
its  size  in  the  United  States  is  in  no  small 
part  due  to  the  foresight  and  business  in- 
tegrity of  Gus  and  Louis  Kerasotes,  who 
actually  were  pioneers  in  this  new  indus- 
try in  the  making. 

When  they  started  in  business  they 
dedicated  themselves  to  presenting  the 
best  in  film  entertainment  at  all  times 
and  at  a price  within  reach  of  all.  In  this 
respect  it  is  apparent  that  they  have  suc- 
ceeded. The  influence  of  their  theatres 
in  the  business  and  social  life  of  Spring- 
field  has  brought  forth  praise  from  every 
quarter. 

The  two  Kerasotes  brothers  now  own 
the  Strand,  Senate  and  Pantheon  Thea- 
tres in  Springfield  and  theatres  in  Ha- 
vana, Peoria,  Onargo  and  other  Illinois 
cities.  Their  new  Varsity  Theatre  in  Pe- 
oria now  is  under  construction  and  is  to 
to  be  opened  about  Easter  Sunday.  A lit- 
tle over  a year  ago  they  built  the  Esquire 
Theatre  in  Springfield,  which  is  the  most 
modern  and  technically  advanced  in  the 
city.  It  is  now  operated  on  a partnership 
basis  with  the  Frisina  Co.  Springfield  is 
the  headquarters  for  the  circuit  which 
employs  some  108  persons. 

As  a part  of  the  celebration,  all  three 
of  the  Kerasotes  houses  in  Springfield 
showed  oldtime  motion  pictures  taken  in 
Springfield  about  1914,  of  such  events  as 
the  municipal  picnic,  the  high  school  track 
meet,  the  state  fair,  the  first  Boston  store 
fire,  the  C.  & A.  locomotive  parked  on  the 
historic  courthouse  square,  and  the  pre- 
paredness parades.  Honor  guests  for  the 
week  were  many  of  the  first  patrons  of 
the  old  Royal  Theatre.  Three  huge  birth- 
day cakes,  baked  especially  for  the  oc- 
casion, were  cut  for  friends  and  patrons 
in  the  lobby  of  the  Springfield  theatres. 

The  motion  picture  has  come  a long 
way  since  the  first  showing,  and  the  Ker- 
asotes brothers  have  progressed  with  it. 
They  are  among  the  few  men  still  in  the 
business  who  started  in  those  pioneer 
days.  Their  Royal  Theatre  was  one  of 
Springfield’s  first  theatres  and  was  known 
as  a “nickelodeon.”  The  average  show 
lasted  about  ten  minutes  and  the  attrac- 


tions were  known  as  “flickers,”  so-called 
because  the  pictures  jumped  on  the  screen 
because  of  poor  projection  equipment. 

The  operator  cranked  the  films  by  hand 
and  at  the  end  of  each  reel  slides  of  “One 
moment  please”  were  thrown  on  the  screen 
while  the  reels  were  changed.  Slides  also 
admonished  the  ladies  to  “Please  remove 
their  hats,”  which  brought  forth  much 
cheering  and  hand  clapping  from  males 
in  the  audience. 

Soon  the  “featm-e”  pictures  as  much  as 
two  reels  in  length  made  their  appearance, 


ST.  L 

EPIDEMIC  of  ptomaine  poisoning 
cases  hit  Filmrow  recently.  'The  exact 
cause  of  the  sudden  illnesses  has  not  been 
determined,  since  all  of  them  did  not  eat 
the  same  foods.  Among  those  stricken 
were  Hal  Walsh,  manager  for  Warner 
Bros.;  Russell  Mortensen,  Columbia;  Jack 
Hines,  Universal;  Florence  Patke,  20th 
Century-Fox;  Clift  Burt,  film  delivery 
route  operator,  and  Bernard  Temborius, 
Lebanon  and  Breese,  111. 

Jack  Harris,  who  last  week  opened  a 
hooking  agency  to  service  various  out-of- 
town  theatres,  has  added  the  two  houses 
in  Pinckney ville.  III.,  operated  by  Mal- 
colm R.  Reid  to  his  list  of  clients.  He  for- 
merly was  ivith  the  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice’s sales  staff  . . . Bill  Griffin  of  Cairo, 
III.,  hooker  for  the  Rodger  Circuit  of 
southern  Illinois  and  easterii  Missouri, 
was  a visitor  to  the  Row. 

Shades  of  Morris  Engel,  one  of  the  best 
film  exploiteers  these  parts  ever  knew. 
Barney  Rosenthal  of  Republic  Pictures, 
who  was  Engel’s  boss  at  Universal  Pictures 
in  the  good  old  days,  slipped  into  Spring- 
field,  111.,  recently  and  grabbed  off  a flock 
of  real  publicity  for  Richard  Dix  as  Sam 
Houston  in  “Man  of  Conquest,”  a Repub- 
lic Picture,  soon  to  be  released  in  that  port. 
On  February  26  the  Illinois  State  Journal 
carried  a big  story  on  the  film.  It  came 
back  on  March  10  with  a photographic 
layout  of  the  stars  and  starettes  of  the 
picture  and  again  on  March  11  it  carried 
a fine  picture  of  Dix  as  Sam  Houston. 
Morris  must  have  taught  his  boss  some 
of  the  real  tricks  of  the  trade. 

Al  Pearce  and  his  “New  Gang”  have 
been  hooked  for  a week’s  engagement  at 
Fanchon  & Marco’s  Fox  Theatre.  They 
will  open  the  run  on  Wednesday,  March 
29.  The  engagement  of  this  popular  radio 
show  is  in  line  with  the  new  policy  of  the 
Fox  to  present  occasional  stage  shows  of 
a?i  outstanding  nature.  Other  stage  attrac- 
tions will  he  spotted  in  April  and  May. 
Pearce  and  His  Gang  had  a record  week 
at  the  Fox  last  year.  The  film  attraction 
will  he  Boh  Burns  in  “I’m  From  Missouri.” 

Don’t  be  surprised  if  they  launch  a 
Papa’s  Club  along  Filmrow.  And  perhaps 
its  slogan  will  be;  “Life  Begins  at  Forty.” 
Among  those  who  probably  would  join 


and  one  special,  “Buffalo  Bill,”  had  the 
extreme  length  of  27  minutes.  Kera- 
sotes brothers  soon  added  vaudeville  to 
their  programs. 

About  1912  came  the  sensation  of  that 
time  with  the  first  full  length  feature, 
Charlie  Chaplin  and  Mary  Pickford  be- 
came popular  and  the  star  system  was  in- 
stalled. Prior  to  that  time  the  players 
were  not  known  by  their  names  but  sim- 
ply as  the  “Biograph  Girl”  or  some  simi- 
lar title.  With  visions  of  the  future  of  the 
screen  the  Kerasotes  brothers  purchased 
the  Savoy  Theatre.  When  the  motion  pic- 
ture business  grew  from  a nickelodeon  to 
a big  business  class,  they  built  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  1921.  At  that  time  it  was  one 
of  the  finest  theatres  in  the  midwest  and 
was  the  first  theatre  in  Springfield  to 
feature  an  organ  as  accompaniment. 
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are;  Bernie  McCarthy,  RKO  manager; 
Jimmy  Hill,  Warner  Bros,  salesman,  and 
Ray  Curran,  United  Artists  booker.  All 
recently  became  daddies. 

Johnny  Quinn,  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
manager,  admits  that  he  miscalculated  the 
probable  costs  of  his  recent  Florida  vaca- 
tion, but  he  arises  to  deny  Maury  Davis’ 
yarn  that  he  spent  his  Florida  days  on 
Miami  Beach  with  the  wealthy  tourists 
and  the  nights  working  as  a “grease  mon- 
key” for  a Miami  garage  to  keep  down  ex- 
penses and  to  raise  extra  cash. 

Eleanor  Gardner  Smith,  four-year-old 
St.  Louis  child  prodigy  with  an  I.  Q.  of 
140,  has  been  signed  by  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  for  a part  in  two  pictures  to  be 
made  in  New  York  beginning  April  3. 
Eleanor,  who  is  called  “Snooky,”  lived 
with  her  mother  at  4239  South  Grand 
Blvd.  She  can  swim  and  dive,  dance  and 
sing  and  has  a flare  for  pronouncing  long 
syllable  words.  She  is  with  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Kay,  in  New  York.  Her 
father,  Gardner  Smith,  is  a shoe  supplies 
salesman. 

High  water  in  parts  of  Illinois  is  caus- 
ing some  concern  in  local  motion  picture 
circles.  However,  indications  are  the  situa- 
tion along  the  Wabash  and  Ohio  water- 
sheds will  not  reach  anywhere  near  the 
disastrous  proportions  of  the  floods  of  a 
few  years  ago,  which  forced  many  the- 
atres served  out  of  St.  Louis  exchanges  to 
close  down.  The  Wabash  River  at  Mount 
Carmel,  III.,  overflowed  the  latter  part  of 
the  week,  driving  many  riverfront  families 
out  of  their  homes.  Heavy  rainfall  in  the 
Upper  Wabash  and  White  River  valleys 
was  the  causes.  At  Shawneetown,  the  Ohio 
River  was  again  on  a rampage,  forcing 
hundreds  to  flee  to  the  bills  for  safety. 

Connie  Leo  Sperl,  7-year-old  St.  Louis 
boy  who  went  to  Hollywood  about  a year 
ago,  has  been  signed  by  Paramount  to  a 
seven-year  contract.  When  he  appears 
in  his  first  picture,  Bing  Crosby’s  “Star 
Maker,”  this  month,  he  will  be  listed  as 
“Leon  Tyler  Sperl.” 

The  Film  Group  of  St.  Louis,  a non- 
profit organization  which  sponsors  show- 
ings of  film  attractions  of  seasons  past, 
has  arranged  for  a new  series  of  the  same 
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Frank  Ford  Anti-Trust  Suit 
Formally  Filed  in  Chicago 


nature  to  open  at  the  S’Renco  Screening 
Room,  April  6 and  to  end  May  4.  The 
series  will  include  “The  Four  Horsemen  of 
the  Apocalypse,”  April  6;  “Greed,”  April 
13;  “High  and  Dizzy”  and  “The  naviga- 
tor,” April  20;  “The  Big  Parade,”  April 
27;  “Anna  Christie,”  May  4. 

Burton  Holmes  closed  his  1939  series  of 
travelogues  at  the  Municipal  Opera  House 
March  20  . . . Rev.  Paul  Schulte,  O.  M.  I. 
priest-aviator,  gave  a charity  lecture  and 
exhibit  of  a full-length  sound  film  in  the 
Municipal  Opera  House,  March  19.  The 
sho'w  was  sponsored  by  the  St.  Louis  Court 
of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America, 
proceeds  going  to  the  Catholic  Rural  Life 
Conference. 

Sid  X.  Hartman,  manager  of  the  Chase 
Club,  and  Al  Weisman,  a reporter  for  the 
Globe-Democrat,  are  collaborating  on 
scenarios  to  be  submitted  to  Hollywood 
producers  next  summer. 

John  Ward,  treasurer  of  the  Municipal 
£■,  uditorium,  will  serve  as  production  busi- 
ness manager  for  the  Municipal  Theatre 
Ass'n,  which  sponsors  12  weeks  of  musical 
shows  in  the  Municipal  Theatre,  Forest 
Park,  each  summer. 

Subscriptions  to  the  St.  Louis  Sym- 
phony Orchestra’s  guarantee  fund  already 
have  passed  the  $100,000  mark,  but  are 
still  some  $50,000  short  from  the  goal  set. 
The  drive  for  dough  stops  April  1. 

Tommy  James  announces  bids  will  be 
taken  from  contractors  April  5 on  the 
New  Comet  Theatre  he  plans  to  erect  at 
Finney  and  Sarah  St.  The  structure  will 
include,  among  other  facilities,  a special 
parlor  from  which  private  parties  of  25 
to  30  persons  may  enjoy  the  show  while 
partaking  of  sandwiches,  etc.  The  par- 
lor will  be  glassed  enclosed  and,  in  addi- 
tion, will  be  equipped  ydth  loudspeaker 
facilities  so  that  those  in  the  room  won’t 
miss  the  program.  The  building  will  have 
about  1,000  seats  and  will  cost  upward  of 
100,000. 

A preview  showing  of  Warner  Bros.’ 
“Dodge  City”  was  given  at  the  S’Renco 
Screening  Room  March  20  for  out-of- 
town  exhibitors  who  came  here  for  the 
meeting  of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  east- 
ern Missouri  and  southern  Illinois.  The 
general  comments  were  favorable  . . . 
Out-of-town  exhibitors  seen  along  the 
Row:  S.  E.  Pertle  of  Jerseyville,  III.,  and 
his  two  S071S,  Warren  and  Forrest;  Dean 
Davis  of  West  Plains,  Mo.;  L.  A.  Mercier, 
Fredericktown,  Mo.;  Noah  Bloomer  of 
Belleville  and  Freeburg,  III.;  Robert  Clus- 
ter, Salem,  III.,  and  Tom  Griffin,  booker 
for  the  Roger  circuit  of  southern  Illinois 
and  eastern  Missouri. 


Buys,  Then  Renovates 
Morrisonville,  III. — George  Collenber- 
ger  of  Jerseyville  has  purchased  the  thea- 
tre here  and  has  redecorated  it  for  imme- 
diate opening. 


Remake  Davies'  Success 
Hollywood — “Little  Old  New  York,”  one 
of  Marion  Davies’  first  screen  successes, 
will  be  remade  by  20th  Century-Fox. 
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TyjRS  P.  E.  CHINN,  operator  of  the  Crys- 

^ tal  Theatre  in  Antioch,  injured  her  face 
recently  while  on  the  Row  when  she  stum- 
bled after  being  frightened  by  a falling 
window  glass  which  had  been  knocked  out 
by  strong  winds. 

We  liked  Lou  Abramson’s  definition  of 
what  was  once  Czechoslovakia:  “Czechoslo- 
NAZIA”  . . . Ditto  for  Larry  Stem's  crack: 
“Where’s  Hitler  7iow,  I haveii't  seen  a 
paper  for  a couple  hours?” 

Bill  Galligan,  manager  of  the  H&E  Bala- 
ban  Esquire  Theatre,  and  Helen  Gallagher, 
certainly  picked  the  right  day  for  a son 
and  daughter  of  Ireland  to  marry  on — 
last  Friday,  St.  Patrick’s  Day. 

Lupe  Velez,  the  in-and-out  scheduled 
headliner  for  the  Chez  Puree,  is  set  noiv 
to  opeii  on  May  19. 

Patricia  Ellis  is  the  current  headliner 
at  the  B&K  State-Lake,  following  Ben  Blue 
who  appeared  there  last  week. 

Little  Sammy,  the  protege  of  Earl  M. 
Kurtz  of  station  WLS,  and  Max  Roth  of 
Republic  Pictures,  is  booked  in  for  the 
Chicago  Theatre,  week  of  April  7.  For  a 
9-year-old  neivcomer,  two  bookmgs  in  loop 
ace  houses  within  30  days  is  quite  a rec- 
ord, we  think.  Little  Sammy  just  finished 
recently  a week  at  the  Palace. 

CAPA  had  another  of  its  gala  surprise 
nights  Saturday  . . . Ted  Mendelssohn  this 
week  became  city  salesman  for  Warner 
Bros,  here,  succeeding  Sid  Rose,  who  was 
recently  upped  to  the  post  of  Omaha 
branch  manager.  Mendelssohn  has  been 
with  Metro  for  several  years. 


WEEKLY  TRAILER  SERVICE 


COMPLETE  WEEKLY  SERVICE 

Animated — Full  Length  Trailers  on  All 
Pictures — Inquire  Now 
Lowest  Weekly  Cost 
TRAILER-MADE  SERVICE  OF  ILL.,  INC. 
Johnny  Mednikow,  President 
1300  So.  Wabash — Chicago — CALumet  5900 


SIGNS  - MARQUEES  AND 
MAINTENANCE 


Whiteway  Electric  Sign  & Maintenance  Co. 
Tom  Flannery,  President 
315-17  W.  Walton  Street 
Phone  DELaware  9111 


Chicago — Formal  filing  of  the  Fi-ank 
Ford  anti-trust  suit,  pending  for  a couple 
of  weeks,  against  major  distributors,  B&K 
and  the  Sam  Meyers  circuit,  was  completed 
in  federal  court  Wednesday. 


For  more  details  on  industry  litiga- 
tion, national  wise,  please  see  pages  6 
and  19  of  this  issue. 


Challenging  the  validity  of  clearance, 
block  booking  and  duals  and  admission 
price  restrictions,  the  petition  does  not 
demand  a specific  figure  as  damages.  The 
Evanston  exhibitor,  however,  does  ask 
treble  damages  and  a permanent  injunc- 
tion to  prevent  alleged  monopoly  and  re- 
straint of  trade. 

Ford  contends  that  his  receipts  were  cut 
$1,000  per  week  when  he  was  forced  back 
a week  on  the  Chicago  release  schedule. 
He  asks  a jury  trial. 

Defendants  have  20  days  in  which  to 
file  replies. 


Chicago  Censor  Approval 
To  "Concentration  Camp" 

Chicago — After  a week’s  efforts  on  the 
part  of  various  civic  and  anti-Nazi  groups, 
Amkino’s  “Concentration  Camp,”  first 
barred  by  the  censor  board  here,  has  been 
passed. 

The  film  was  first  banned  by  the  police 
censor  board  on  the  grounds  that  it  was 
malicious  and  would  incite  riots.  How- 
ever, after  intervention  with  Police  Com- 
missioner James  P.  Allman  by  the  vari- 
ous groups,  it  was  finally  okayed. 


THEATRICAL  PRINTING 


A.  B.  C.  PRINTERS,  INC. 

We  Print  Everything  Theatrical 
1225  South  Wabash  — Chicago 
For  lowest  prices  Call — I/IC  3456 


FILMROW  RESTAURANTS 


GATEWAY  GARDENS 

1136-38  South  Wabash  — Phone  WEB  0799 
COCKTAIL  BAR— RESTAURANT 

Banquets  — private  parties  — business  meet- 
ings— cord  parties — our  private  dining  room 
is  ideal 
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TRADE  DIRECTORY 

A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  ' 
CHICAGO 


JORDON  CRADDOCK,  the  new  man- 
ager at  Universal  Pictures  exchange, 
took  his  first  trip  in  the  southern  terri- 
tory including  Louisville,  Ky,,  the  past 
week,  getting  acquainted  with  exhibitors. 
Craddock  will  go  to  Portland,  Ore.,  his 
former  post  and  return  with  his  wife  and 
family  next  week. 

L.  Lichtenstein,  20th  Century-Fox  audi- 
tor. and  Don  Ried,  advertising  sales  su- 
pervisor for  the  company  spent  the  week 
here  on  business. 

Joe  Goldberg,  Inc.,  has  installed  new 
wall  lighting  fixtures  in  the  Pruitt  Thea- 
tre, Plainfield.  Mrs.  Janet  Pruitt,  who 
operates  the  house,  has  remodeled  the  in- 
terior and  treated  the  walls  with  acoustical 
sound  material. 

The  Lido  Theatre,  Argus,  Ind.,  former- 
ly operated  by  Ernest  Perrin,  has  been 
acquired  by  Anthony  Bokas,  who  will 
make  extensive  alterations.  Robert  Nicho- 
las has  acquired  the  Ladoga  Theatre,  La- 
doga, formerly  operated  by  Robert  Poyn- 
ter. 

Gone  to  enjoy  the  southern  sunshine: 
Fred  Dolle,  and  wife  to  Biloxi,  Miss.  Doile 
is  president  of  the  Fourth  Avenue  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  which  operate  the  Apollo  Thea- 
tre in  Indianapolis.  A.  O.  Hassensall.  for- 
mer operator  of  the  Grand  and  Carlton 
theatres  in  Evansville,  to  Florida.  Hassen- 
sall recently  sold  his  holdings  to  Oscar 
Fine,  of  the  Fine  circuit. 

The  Starett  Theatre,  Newcastle,  Ind., 
has  been  acquired  by  Theatrical  Man- 
agers. Marc  Wolf  is  manager  of  the  com- 
pany. 

H.  C.  Kaufman,  manager  exchange 
operations.  Columbia  Pictures,  spent 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  the  city  and 
then  flew  to  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  w'as  accom- 
panied by  Guy  Craig,  local  Columbia 
branch  manager,  as  far  as  Louisville,  Ky. 

Larry  Shubnell,  Columbia  office  man- 
ager and  head  booker,  at  last  has  found 
out  that  autos  will  not  run  with  a tank  of 
water.  Larry  has  had  difficulty  in  getting 
his  flivver  to  run,  and  on  investigation 
found  his  gas  tank  filled  with  water. 

A1  Hedding.  assistant  manager  Lyric 
Theatre,  spent  several  days  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  on  business.  Ted  Nicholas,  who  is 
guiding  the  destiny  of  the  Lyric  while 
Charlie  Olson  is  enjoying  the  Florida  sun- 
shine in  Florida,  flew  to  Chicago  Thurs- 
day and  returned  Friday  in  55  minutes. 
Incidentally,  Ted’s  summer  cottage,  known 
as  “the  voice  of  the  Lyric”  decided  to  take 
a trip  down  stream  during  the  recent  high 
waters  when  White  River  left  its  banks, 
and  was  found  anchored  to  a pier  of  the 
West  Washington  street  bridge  in  Indian- 
apolis. Now  Ted  is  wondering  how  to  in- 
duce his  summer  retreat  to  move  up- 
stream. 

J.  H.  Stevens,  Paramount  manager  who 
has  had  a severe  attack  of  influenza  which 
confined  him  to  his  home  for  the  past 
three  weeks,  is  expecting  to  return  to  his 
duties  during  the  coming  week  . . . Mrs. 
McKeen,  wife  of  H.  C.  McKeen,  Warner 


salesman,  is  confined  to  the  Methodist 
Hospital,  after  a minor  operation  on 
Saturday. 

Fred  Greenburg,  Warner  branch  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  the  company 
sales  meeting  in  New  York.  At  a meeting 
on  Sunday  morning,  he  outlined  the  high 
lights  of  the  meeting  to  his  salesmen  and 
bookers. 

Indianapolis  Motion  Picture  theatres 
including  the  Rivoli,  Zaring,  Emerson  and 
Fountain  Sqtiare,  are  featuring  a series  of 
cooking  schools. 

Seen  along  Filmrow:  Bob  Hudson,  Rich- 
mond, who  has  been  on  the  sick  list  for 
several  weeks  is  back  again  feeling  fine; 
Bud  Jensen,  w’ho  seldom  visits  the  Row, 
had  to  be  introduced  to  some  of  the  new 
bookers.  It  has  been  a year  since  Bud 
was  seen  along  the  Row^;  J.  M.  Dickson, 
Flora,  at  Paramount  having  an  argument 
with  Carl  Kemp;  Billy  Conners,  Marion; 
Ernest  Rogers,  Columbus;  Howard  Mur- 
phy, Franklin;  W.  C.  Case,  Thornton; 
George  Heliotis,  Ft.  Wayne,  and  John 
Nucu,  from  the  same  city;  William  Luck- 
ett,  Scottsburg,  and  J.  B.  Stein,  Terre 
Haute,  Ind. 

Hoagy  Carmichael  will  again  appear  on 
the  stage  of  the  Lyric  beginning  March 
31,  Manager  Ted  Nicholas  announced  . . . 
The  Knox  Theatre,  Knox,  Ind.,  has  been 
completely  equipped  by  Ger-Bar  Equip- 
ment Co.  It  was  also  announced  that  Dick 
Vlastos,  operating  the  Knox,  is  rebuilding 
the  Dreamland  Theatre,  Fowler,  Ind. 

Henry  Reiss,  Louisville  exhibitor,  has 
returned  from  a trip  to  New  Orleans  and 
Miami.  W.  A.  Kinney,  Louisville  exhibitor 
who  operates  the  Orpheum  Tlieatre  there, 
is  vacationing  in  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  Roy 
Bair,  and  his  wife  left  Tuesday  for  a motor 
trip  to  Florida.  He  will  be  gone  about 
a month.  Bair  is  head  of  Bair’s  circuit 
here. 

Joe  Fine,  who  is  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  all  film  salesmen,  is  now  engaged 
in  building  a rest  room  for  worn  out  film 
peddlers  in  the  Grand  Theatre,  Evans- 
ville, according  to  authentic  reports.  Joe 
is  preparing  to  display  his  Easter  finery 
to  the  boys,  and  from  what  has  been  said, 
he  consulted  Esquire  before  deciding  on 
what  to  wear  . . . Joe  Schilling,  pioneer  op- 
erator of  Connersville,  Ind.,  is  planning  to 
go  to  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  the  last  of  the 
month  to  join  his  wife  and  daughter  who 
are  vacationing  there,  and  return  with 
them  about  April  15. 

Earl  Bell,  operator  of  the  Howard  Thea- 
tre in  Indianapolis,  was  co-owner  in  a 
pool  ticket  that  recently  hit  for  $25.  His 
partner  in  crime,  due  to  depressed  eco- 
nomic conditions,  decided  Bell  could  carry 
the  entire  ticket  himself.  Two  weeks  later 
lightning  struck  twice  in  the  same  place 
and  the  ticket  hit  for  $250  and  all  for  Bell. 
It  was  said  his  former  partner,  when 
hearing  the  good  news,  was  in  such  a state 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  leave  work  for 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


A Writ  Protects  19 
lATSE  Members 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oak- 
ley on  March  21  ordered  the  issuance  of  a 
temporary  restraining  order  to  prohibit 
John  P.  Nick,  vice-president  of  the  lATSE, 
and  Clyde  A.  Weston,  business  agent  for 
Local  No.  143  of  the  MPMO,  from  inter- 
fering in  any  way  with  rights  of  19  mem- 
bers of  Local  No.  143  who  on  January  26 
filed  an  ouster  suit  against  Nick,  Weston 
and  President  Browne  of  the  lATSE. 

Judge  Oakley  acted  on  a petition  filed 
with  the  court  by  Albert  PYiedland, 
Osborne  Myers  and  William  Robinson, 
three  of  the  19  plaintiffs  in  the  ouster 
suit.  Robert  A.  Roessel,  attorney  for  the 
complainants,  testified  at  a brief  hearing 
that  Paul  Dillon,  one  of  the  attorneys  for 
convention  closed  here  Wednesday  after- 
noon that  the  19  plaintiffs  were  going  to  be 
suspended  from  the  union  that  night  and 
would  no  longer  have  any  standing  in  the 
union  and  that  on  Friday,  March  24,  the 
court  would  be  asked  to  dismiss  the  suit 
because  the  plaintiffs  were  without  union 
membership. 

While  issuing  the  temporary  restraining 
order  Judge  Oakley  declined  the  request  of 
Roessel  that  a temporary  receiver  be  named 
for  Local  No.  143.  Tlie  ouster  suit  is  set 
for  hearing  before  Judge  Oakley  on  Mon- 
day, March  27. 

See  Scant  Hope  for  Bill 
Against  Divorced  Stars 

Springfield,  III. — The  house  judiciary 
committee  is  expected  to  kill  the  bill  in- 
troduced recently  by  Reb.  William  Gibbs 
of  Quincy  which  would  bar  from  Illinois 
any  motion  pictures  starring  or  featuring 
males  or  femmes  who  have  been  divorced 
two  or  more  times. 

The  fate  of  the  bill  dropped  into  the 
legislative  hopper  by  Representative  Sal- 
tiel.  which  provides  all  workers  in  the 
state  must  be  given  two  weeks’  vacation 
annually,  is  also  in  doubt.  It  is  before  the 
house  industry  affairs  committee  and 
probably  will  stay  there. 

Preview  Fans  Comment 
On  Film  Form  Ad  Copy 

Green  Bay,  Wis.  — Expressions  from 
fans  who  had  viewed  “The  Little  Princess” 
at  a midnight  preview  several  days  before 
the  regular  opening  constituted  news- 
paper advertising  run  by  the  Orpheum 
Theatre  here  to  plug  the  picture. 

Besides  a large  space  advertisement 
carrying  comments  and  signatures  of  vari- 
ous of  the  previewers,  the  theatre  also 
ran  one  column  by  two  and  one-half-inch 
advertisements  carrying  more  complete 
expressions  of  praise.  Persons  selected  to 
view  the  preview  were  from  the  larger 
firms  in  the  city  so  as  to  more  rapidly 
spread  the  word. 


Script  “Suicide  Squad" 

Hollywood — “Suicide  Squad”  is  being 
scripted  by  George  Clark  and  Prescott 
Chaplin  for  Republic. 
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Bank  Night  Scores 
In  Indiana  Suit 

Indianapolis — A victory  for  Bank  Night 
was  scored  when  a jury  in  Adams  county 
circuit  court  returned  a verdict  of  not 
guilty  on  lottery  violation  charges  leveled 
against  I.  A.  and  Roy  Kalver,  operators 
of  the  Adams,  Court  and  Madison  thea- 
tres, for  conducting  the  cash  game. 

The  suit,  a test  case,  evoked  state-wide 
attention  from  exhibitors  and  the  various 
organizations  that  have  been  featuring 
Bank  Nights. 


Order  Halt  to  Bingo 
Games  in  Indianapolis 

Indianapolis — An  order  to  halt  all  Bingo 
games  as  violating  Indiana  lottery  laws, 
has  been  issued  to  the  police  here  by  the 
Indianapolis  board  of  safety. 


Kalvers  Freed  of 
Lottery  Charges 

Decatur,  Ind. — ^Roy  and  Isador  Kalver, 
operators  of  the  Madison,  Adams  and  Cort 
theatres  here,  were  acquitted  by  a jury 
of  charges  of  operating  a lottery  and  act- 
ing as  agents  in  a lottery  in  connection 
with  holding  a cash  award  night  in  their 
theatres. 

Tlie  jury  deliberated  17  hours.  The  case 
was  the  first  test  in  the  state  of  the  gift 
scheme  operated  by  theatre  owners 
throughout  Indiana,  according  to  Prose- 
cutor Arthm’  E.  Voglewede  and  Deputy 
Attorney-General  Glen  Steckley,  who  con- 
ducted the  state’s  case. 

This  case  has  aroused  considerable  in- 
terest among  the  exhibitors  as  it  was 
generally  assumed  that  its  outcome  would 
have  considerable  bearing  on  the  future 
of  Bank  Night  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 


South  Chicago  Group  to 
Honor  John  Burhorn 

Chicago^ — The  Indiana-Illinois  theatre 
circuit  will  fete  John  Burhorn,  manager 
of  the  circuit’s  Gayety  Theatre  in  East 
Chicago,  at  a dinner  to  be  given  Wednes- 
day evening,  March  29,  at  the  Blackstone 
Hotel.  It  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  Ass’n  of  South  Chicago. 

Among  the  guests  are  expected  to  be 
Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Allied  Theatres 
of  Illinois,  various  exchange  managers 
and  prominent  exhibitors. 


Remodeling  Work  Ahead 
In  Greenville,  111. 

Greenville,  III. — Work  of  remodeling 
the  Odd  Fellows’  Bldg,  for  the  new  Bond 
Theatre  to  be  operated  here  by  the  Prisina 
circuit,  is  going  forward  rapidly. 

The  new  house  will  be  air-conditioned 
and  equipped  with  latest  equipment.  It 
will  seat  600  and  augment  the  Lyric  here, 
both  of  which  will  be  under  the  manager- 
ship of  John  Sturm. 


INDIANAPOLIS 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

a day  due  to  an  unsettled  condition  of  the 
stomach. 

Paul  Whiteman  and  his  orchestra  ar- 
rived here  last  Tuesday  for  a few  minutes 
en  route  to  New  York.  Whiteman  also  had 
with  him  a Texas  longhorn  steer  and  a 
horse  which  had  been  presented  to  him 
while  playing  an  engagement  in  Fort 
Worth.  While  in  Indianapolis,  he  made 
arrangements  for  transportation  of  an- 
other horse  which  arrived  from  Nashville. 
Whitemaii  will  keep  the  horses  for  his  own 
use  and  the  steer  will  he  presented  to  the 
New  York  World’s  Fair  to  be  exhibited  in 
the  children’s  world  exhibition. 

Virginia  Judd,  famous  Indianapolis 
beauty  who  has  appeared  in  several  mo- 
tion pictures,  is  probably  the  world’s  high- 
est paid  model,  having  recently  paid  a tax 
on  an  income  of  $22,000,  it  is  reported. 
She  is  now  the  bride  of  William  Ansted 
jr.,  son  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  three 
Connersville,  Ind.,  theatres,  and  honey- 
mooning at  the  present  time  in  Florida. 

Indianapolis  was  the  scene  for  a coast- 
to-coast  network  radio  program  last  Mon- 
day night  when  the  Eddy  Duchin  orches- 
tra broadcast  its  regular  Monday  night 
program  from  the  ballroom  of  the  In- 
dianapolis Athletic  Club.  Duchin  and  his 
orchestra  appeared  during  the  week  at  the 
Lyric  Theatre. 

Elmer  Shortridge,  58  years  old,  father 
of  Priscilla  Lawson,  film  star  with  M-G-M, 
died  in  St.  Francis  Hospital  here,  March 
14,  after  an  illness  of  one  week.  Miss 
Lawson  arrived  here  Tuesday  and  will  re- 
turn to  Hollywood  in  several  days.  Fun- 
eral services  were  held  Thursday.  Miss 
Lawson’s  mother  died  last  May. 

It  is  reported  that  William  Reinking, 
son  of  Maurice  Reinking,  theatre  operator 
in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  who  has  been  miss- 
ing since  March  1,  has  been  located  in 
Omaha,  Neb. 


Evansville  Delegation 
Greets  Corrigan  Film 

Indianapolis  — Twelve  citizens  from 
Evansville,  Ind.,  arrived  at  the  municipal 
airport  here  Thursday,  to  pick  up  a can 
containing  the  reels  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture, “The  Flying  Irishman,”  starring 
Douglas  Corrigan. 

The  delegation  was  headed  by  George 
Warren,  president  of  the  Evansville 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  is 
cooperating  in  the  showing,  which  started 
Sunday  in  Evansville’s  Grand  Theatre. 
Edward  Green,  president  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  met 
the  group  when  they  arrived  at  the  air- 
port. 


SI  Signs  Hitchcock 

Hollywood — Alfred  Hitchcock.  English 
director,  has  signed  a long-term  exclusive 
contract  with  Selznick  International.  Pic- 
times  lined  up  for  him  include  “Rebecca” 
and  “The  Flashing  Stream.” 


Four  Neighborhood 
Houses  Proposed 

By  B.  O.  TELLER 

Chicago — In  an  area  that  many  exhibi- 
tors here  feel  is  already  overseated,  four 
new  theatres  have  been  announced  by  con- 
tractors and  architects — with  no  takers 
yet  for  any  of  the  houses.  As  Boxoffice 
goes  to  press,  there  are  natm’ally  many 
independent  and  circuit  exhibitors  talking 
deals,  but  without  anything  concrete 
forthcoming  from  any  of  them. 

Realty  firms  are  interested  in  construc- 
tion of  all  four  theatres,  plans  for  each 
of  which  were  announced  some  weeks  ago. 

Frankenstein  and  Co.,  are  interested  in 
two  of  the  proposed  structures,  with  John 
B.  DeVoney  of  the  firm  handling  the  ac- 
tual construction  plans.  One  of  these  has 
been  announced  for  the  corner  of  Bryn 
Mawr  and  Christiana  Avenues  for  a 750- 
seat  house,  to  cost  about  $125,000.  Pereira 
and  Pereira  are  the  architects. 

The  other  Frankenstein  project  is  in 
Oak  Park,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Aus- 
tin Boulevard  and  North  Avenue.  Here  a 
1,000-seat  house  is  included  in  plans  for 
a $250,000  structure,  also  scheduled  to 
house  14  stores.  J.  E.  O.  Pridmore  is  the 
architect.  Lester  P.  Aberson  is  president 
of  the  North  Austin  Boulevard  Corp., 
which  is  putting  up  the  structure. 

Another  house  announced  for  the  Oak 
Park  district  is  the  projected  1,000-seat 
Galewood,  at  North  and  Nagle  Avenues. 
The  building  is  scaled  at  $300,000,  and 
would  include  a recreation  center  and  ten 
stores.  John  K.  Neeble  is  the  architect, 
and  J.  C.  Jensen  and  Co.  are  the  builders. 

The  fourth  house  recently  announced  is 
a 500-seater  on  63rd  St.,  between  Cali- 
fornia and  Fairfield  Avenues  on  the  south 
side.  Ernest  Geissler  is  listed  as  the 
realtor  interested  in  the  venture.  Open- 
ing dates  for  the  houses  have  all  been 
set  for  between  August  1 and  September 
1,  but  still  with  no  takers. 


Expect  Committee  Death 
For  Revenue  Measures 

St.  Louis — Several  special  revenue  rais- 
ing bills  now  before  the  board  of  aider- 
men  are  expected  to  die  in  committee  as 
the  present  sessions  of  the  city’s  law- 
makers comes  to  a close  on  April  8.  An 
announcement  to  that  effect  has  been 
made  by  Alderman  Allan  Peterson,  chair- 
man of  the  legislation  committee. 

Included  are  bills  for  a one-cent  tax 
on  each  package  of  cigarettes  sold  here,  a 
five  per  cent  tax  on  certain  amusements, 
such  as  baseball,  hockey  and  soccer,  a 
two  per  cent  tax  on  newspaper  advertis- 
ing, a $5  annual  tax  on  each  vending 
machine,  including  candy,  soft  drink  and 
popcorn  machines  used  in  many  local 
theatres,  and  a graduated  tax  on  parking 
lots,  depending  on  size. 


Marion  Lyric  Reopens 
Marion,  Ind. — The  Great  States’  Lyric 
Tlieatre,  destroyed  recently  by  fire  a sec- 
ond time,  has  been  reopened. 
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Harrq  Warner  Will 
Attend  Premiere 

Chicago — S.  Charles  Einfeld,  Warner  ad- 
vertising chief,  through  here  en  route 
to  the  west  coast  after  the  national  con- 
vention, told  Boxoffice  Harry  Warner  will 
head  the  west  coast  contingent  to  the 
"Dodge  City”  world  premiere  April  1. 
Previously  it  was  not  certain  whether  he 
would  make  it  or  not. 

Now  with  Jack  Warner  set  to  head  the 
New  York  special  car.  all  that  is  needed 
to  complete  the  picture  is  to  have  Major 
Warner,  wintering  in  Miami  Beach,  take 
charge  of  the  southern  group. 

The  Kansas  town  of  10,000  is  expected 
to  have  more  than  200,000  persons  there 
during  the  weekend  celebration,  said  Ein- 
feld. In  all.  121  correspondents  from  va- 
rious sections  of  the  country  have  already 
been  invited.  Reuters  of  London  is  send- 
ing a staff  writer  from  New  York.  Mitch- 
ell Rawson  will  come  with  the  New  York 
group  of  24  writers,  Allan  Glen  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  15  southern  correspondents, 
while  Sam  Clark  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
18  newspaper  people  from  the  midwest  who 
will  leave  from  Chicago. 

Already  at  work  in  Dodge  City  are  Ben 
Cohen  and  Prank  Heacock,  together  with 
Scotty  Welburn,  who  is  also  doing  the 
photography.  Irving  Rubine  was  here  over 
the  weekend  to  confer  with  broadcasting 
companies  which  will  air  the  complete  pre- 
miere proceedings,  and  then  return  to  work 
with  the  other  men  in  Kansas. 

Einfeld  said  Warners  expect  280  open- 
ings Easter  Week  on  the  picture  and  that 
an  order  for  500  prints  is  being  given  the 
laboratories. 


Fairy  to  Open  April  1 
Knox.  Ind. — Dick  Vlastos  expects  to  open 
his  Fairy  Theatre  here  about  April  1. 


Billboard  "Preview" 


Chicago — We've  heard  of  previews,  Hol- 
lywood openings  and  the  like  for  many 
things,  but  the  "preview"  for  a billboard, 
which  B&K’s  Jimmy  Savage  handled  the 
other  night  should  get  some  sort  of  a prize. 

Savage  handled  the  job  for  General  Out- 
door Advertising,  which  consisted  of  “pre- 
viewing” a new  billboard  for  a brewing 
company.  And  Savage  did  things  up 
right,  with  a “cocktail  party  of  beer,”  pretty 
girls,  and  even  a trio  of  Hollywood  per- 
sonalities—Ben  Blue,  Shirley  Ross  and 
Harriet  Hoctor — thrown  in  for  good  meas- 
ure. 

The  spot  was  the  location  of  the  one- 
time advertising  landmark  of  Chicago — 
the  Aragon-Trianon  dance  display — on 
north  Michigan  Blvd. 


Auto  Crash  Fatal 

Hillsboro,  III. — Going  to  sleep  at  the 
wheel  of  his  car  is  believed  to  have  caused 
the  death  of  Charles  Edward  Strasbaugh, 
23-year-old  motion  picture  operator  of 
Hillsboro,  who  died  from  injuries  sus- 
tained when  his  auto  struck  a bridge 
abutment,  near  here. 


QUS  and  George  Kerasotes,  local  thea- 
tre operators,  went  to  Chicago,  Wed- 
nesday, to  attend  M-G-M’s  annual  sales 
convention  at  the  Palmer  House. 

The  new  Varsity  Theatre  in  Peoria,  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  opening  Easter 
week. 

Nan  Thomas,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles 
Thomas,  local  publisher  of  medical  books, 
is  appearing  with  Harriet  Hocter  in  a bal- 
let part  at  the  Chicago  Theatre  in  Chi- 
cago. 

The  swing  version  of  Gilbert  and  Sulli- 
van’s “The  Mikado”  with  a colored  cast  of 
100  is  scheduled  for  a two-day  stage  en- 
gagement at  the  Orpheum  Theatre  this 
weekend.  The  show  has  been  playing  in 
Chicago  for  28  weeks.  The  Springfield  ap- 
pearance is  a test  to  determine  hoiv  it 
will  do  as  a road  show. 


Beare  Sells  Gem  Theatre 
To  Oscar  Turner 

Chester.  III. — The  340-seat  Gem  Thea- 
tre has  been  sold  by  A.  M.  Beare  to  Oscar 
Turner,  who  with  Steve  Farrar  is  in- 
terested in  a number  of  other  theatres 
throughout  southern  Illinois. 

After  the  sale  of  the  Gem  to  Turner, 
it  was  learned  that  house  was  to  be 
merged  with  the  Court  and  Joy  theatres 
here  operated  by  Walter  Light.  The  Joy, 
which  has  484  seats,  is  the  only  one  of  the 
pair  owned  by  Light  that  has  been  oper- 
ated in  recent  months.  The  Court,  a 340- 
seater,  has  been  dark  for  some  time. 


George  Magee  Operating 
Leota  in  Evansville 

Evansville.  Wis.  — George  Magee  has 
taken  over  active  operation  of  the  Leota 
Theatre  here  from  William  B.  Antes,  who 
is  devoting  his  full  time  to  the  Evansville 
Review. 


Honor  Film  Critic 

Indianapolis — Corbin  Patrick,  motion 
pictm-e  and  music  critic  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Star,  was  elected  president  of  the 
Indianapolis  Press  Club  at  the  annual 
election  of  officers  Monday  night.  He 
succeeds  Robert  L.  Hoover  of  the  News. 


The  Show  Does 
Go  On 

Onarga,  111. — When  the  generator 
burned  out  on  a Sunday  night,  Ber- 
nard Palmer,  manager  of  the  Kera- 
sotes Bros.'  theatre  here,  scouted 
around  for  a substitute  and  finally  rig- 
ged up  a home  made  generator  con- 
sisting of  on  old  street  car  motor  and 
model  A Ford  engine.  The  motor  loud- 
ly chugged  away,  getting  red  hot,  but 
a steady  stream  of  water  running 
through  the  radiator  kept  the  show  go- 
ing on. 


Price  War  Threat 
Stopped  bp  B&K 

Chicago — B&K  has  made  the  first  def- 
inite move  to  stop  what  threatened  for  a 
while  to  culminate  in  a price  war  in  the 
Chicago  loop  theatre  zone.  The  chain  has 
upped  the  Saturday  and  Simday  top  ad- 
mission price  at  the  State-Lake  to  55 
cents,  but  is  keeping  the  house  in  the 
same  week  of  release  and  with  no  pros- 
pect of  changing  the  type  of  vaudeville 
offered  either. 

Nate  Platt  of  B&K  said  that  no  line  of 
girls  is  contemplated  for  the  house,  and 
only  occasional  unit  shows.  The  theatre 
has  been  playing  personal  appearances 
of  Hollywood  personalities  with  medium 
name  value  and  this  is  to  continue. 

Meanwhile,  the  Oriental  also  went  up 
to  55  cents  top  with  two  features  and 
vaude. 

Dick  Vlastos  Opens  New 
Knox  in  Knox,  Ind, 

Knox,  Ind. — The  new  Knox  Theatre  has 
been  opened  here  by  Dick  'Vlastos  of  Fow- 
ler, who  also  operates  the  Fairy  Theatre. 


Sign  Rock  Island  Boy 
Rock  Island,  III. — Jackie  Greenwood, 
10-year-old  Rock  Island  youngster,  after 
appearing  in  a local  amateur  show,  was 
signed  for  a short  tour  with  the  revue 
headed  by  Dixie  Dunbar. 


Hope  lor  June  Bow 

Francesville,  Ind. — The  theatre  being 
erected  here  by  Ernest  E.  Smith  is  expect- 
ed to  be  completed  for  June  opening  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  $20,000. 


So  a Title  Stays 


Chicago — This  has  all  the  earmarks  of 
a yarn  from  the  office  of  Howie  Mayer, 
who  handles  publicity  for  the  Sherman 
Hotel,  but  it’s  a good  one. 

It  seems  Gene  Krupa  (explanation  from 
Mayer:  “who  has  arrived  to  take  over  the 
new  Panther  Room  in  the  College  Inn  of 
the  Sherman”)  just  completed  his  Para- 
moimt  picture  entitled  “Some  Like  It  Hot.” 

But,  the  title  was  objected  to  by  the  'Will 
Hays  office,  said  the  publicity  story. 

Krupa  promptly  sent  Hays  a letter  re- 
minding him  that  “some  like  it  hot”  is  ac- 
cepted by  Mother  Goose  and  so  why  not 
by  everyone  else?  He  sent  this  rhyme 
to  prove  his  point: 

“Pease  porridge  hot,  pease  porridge 
cold; 

Pease  porridge  in  the  pot,  nine 
days  old. 

Some  like  it  hot,  some  like  it  cold. 

Some  like  it  in  the  pot,  nine  days 
old.” 

And  that,  dear  exhibitors,  says  Mayer’s 
publicity  story,  is  why  the  title  of  the  pic- 
ture remains  “Some  Like  It  Hot.” 
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A BILL  TO  LINCOLN  CITY  COONCIL  TO  LIMIT 
PROGRAMS  TO  TWO  HOURS  AND  15  MINUTES 


Text  of  Bill  to  Curb  Duals 

Lincoln — The  full  text  of  the  proposed  city  ordinance  against  the  exhibition  of 
film  programs  of  two  hours  or  more,  designed  to  restrict  sharply,  if  not  eliminate 
entirely,  current  dual  bill  policies: 

“An  ordinance  prescribing  the  maximum  length  of  time  of  any  one  performance 
of  a moving  picture  show,  and  providing  a penalty  for  the  violation  thereof: 

"BE  IT  ORDAINED  by  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska: 

SECTION  1.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  firm,  corporation,  association, 
or  any  group  of  persons  or  organization,  to  show  or  permit  to  be  shown,  any  mov- 
ing picture  show  or  exhibition  within  the  city,  wherein  any  one  performance  or 
exhibition  shall  exceed  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  for  each  such  performance  or 
exhibition. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person,  firm,  corporation,  association  or  any  group  of  persons  or 
organization  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  $100  and  shall  stand  committed  to  the  city  jail  until  such  fine  and 
costs  are  paid.  Each  day's  violation  of  the  provisions  hereof  shall  constitute  a 
separate  and  distinct  offense  and  shall  be  punishable  as  such." 


Film  Adjustments 
"Harder  to  Get" 


Minneapolis — Adjustments  on  film  con- 
tracts are  becoming  increasingly  more  dif- 
ficult to  obtain,  although  business  is  at 
its  lowest  ebb  in  years  and  the  going  ex- 
tremely tough,  according  to  Twin  City 
independent  exhibitors. 

They  have  taken  up  the  matter  with 
President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest  Al- 
lied. They  want  the  organization  to  bring 
some  pressure  on  the  distributors. 

In  the  past,  the  independents  point  cut, 
the  distributors  have  been  willing  to  “lis- 
ten to  reason”  and  help  exhibitors  out. 
Adjustments  running  as  high  as  50  per 
cent  cn  unplayed  pictures  or  on  films  flop- 
ping at  the  boxoffice  were  the  usual  thing 
“in  the  good  old  days,”  the  independents 
assert. 

For  the  past  three  months  business  in 
the  vast  majority  of  independent  neigh- 
borhood houses  has  been  the  worst  in  re- 
cent history,  the  exhibitors  claim.  Gen- 
erally bad  economic  conditions  in  this  sec- 
tion, increasingly  tough  opposition  from 
sports  and  other  entertainment  and  ex- 
tremely adverse  weather  are  large' y 
blamed.  Longer  runs  of  the  best  boxoffice 
pictures  downtown  and  in  the  large  cir- 
cuits neighborhood  houses  are  milking  the 
attractions,  too,  it’s  claimed. 

During  the  past  several  months  many  of 
the  independent  exhibitors  assert  that  it 
has  not  been  infrequent  for  grosses  to 
be  less  than  film  costs. 

Some  of  the  distributors,  giving  their 
side  of  the  argument,  charge  that  hither- 
to exhibitors  all  too  often  have  taken  im- 
fair  advantage  of  their  generosity  and 
made  “suckers”  of  them.  Blind  and  other 
checks  have  shown  this,  it’s  claimed.  A 


Blank  and  Staff  in 
Lincoln  One  Day 

Lincoln — Reviving  the  rumor  that  A.  H. 
Blank  is  ready  and  willing  to  extend  Tri- 
States-Paramount  partnerships  into  a 
fifth  Nebraska  town,  the  fifth  to  be  Lin- 
coln, Blank  and  his  staff  spent  a day  here 
looking  over  the  Stuart  and  the  Nebraska 
(formerly  the  Orpheum),  both  J.  H. 
Cooper-Paramount  properties. 

New  York  reports,  on  the  other  hand, 
indicate  Cooper  and  Paramount  are  apt 
to  get  together  on  a permanent  partner- 
ship basis  in  Nebraska  with  Paramount 
having  more  to  say  about  future  opera- 
tions in  Lincoln. 

Accompanying  Blank  here  was  G.  Ralph 
Branton,  general  manager  of  Tri-States; 
David  Dewey,  the  Tri-States  maintenance 
head;  and  Evert  Cummings,  district  man- 
ager for  Tri-States  in  Nebraska. 

After  giving  Lincoln  the  once  over,  it 
being  Blank’s  first  visit  here  in  many 
years,  the  party  went  on  to  Hastings, 
where  something  is  to  be  done  in  a reno- 
vation way  with  Tri-States  properties. 

Dewey  is  looking  over  the  Alexander 
Hotel  especially,  because  several  changes 
have  to  be  made  in  it,  after  which  it  will 
be  leased  to  the  Carter  Hotel  Co. 


"Dillinger"  to  Bischoff 

Hollywood — Sam  Bischoff  has  been  as- 
signed to  produce  “John  Dillinger,  Out- 
law,” starring  Humphrey  Bogart,  for  War- 
ner. 


case  is  cited  of  one  exhibitor,  who  had 
an  exclusive  situation  and  could  dictate 
terms  to  the  particular  distributor,  gross- 
ed $2,500  on  a picture  costing  him  $75  and, 
what’s  more,  gloated  about  it. 


Showmen  and  Citizens  Are 
Behind  Measure  Which 
Would  Curb  Duals 

Lincoln — A precedent-setting  step  was 
taken  here  when  showmen  and  interested 
citizens  presented  a proposed  ordinance 
to  the  city  council  which  would  limit  by 
law  all  film  programs  to  two  hours  and 
15  minutes  per  complete  performance. 
This,  in  all  but  minor  cases,  would  mean 
the  abolishment  by  ordinance  of  dual  fea- 
tures. 

Showmen  backing  the  proposal  before 
the  council  were  Bob  Livingston,  indepen- 
dent, at  the  Capitol,  and  Howard  Federer, 
general  manager  of  the  Nebraska  Thea- 
tres, Inc.,  including  the  Varsity,  Liberty, 
Colonial  and  the  Kiva.  Dissenting  show- 
man with  the  movement  was  the  J.  H. 
Cooper  Enterprises’  city  manager.  Bob 
Huffman,  who  controls  the  Lincoln,  Stuart 
and  is  shortly  to  open  the  Nebraska 
(formerly  the  Orpheum). 

Citizenry  backing  the  motion  included 
three  physicians:  Mrs.  Lawrence  Wentz, 
president  of  the  Lincoln  Better  Films 
council;  and  H.  H.  Kendall,  for  the  Inde- 
pendent Taxpayers’  League.  Presenta- 
tion was  made  to  the  council  by  Farley 
Young,  deputy  county  attorney. 

Both  Livingston  and  Federer  run  duals 
now  in  one  house  each,  as  is  the  case 
with  Huffman.  Livingston  said  he  was 
perfectly  willing  to  go  to  single  features 
and  said  he  thought  it  would  be  of  help 
to  the  business  generally.  Federer  claim- 
ed he  would  be  money  ahead  if  the  duals 
were  abolished  and  the  town  lined  up  on  a 
single  feature  basis. 

Huffman’s  words  to  the  council  were 
that  duals  had  proven  definite  business 
betterment  for  his  operations.  He  said 
the  Lincoln  had  been  doing  better  with 
two  poor  features  than  it  had  been  with 
one  good  one  lately. 

Mrs.  Wentz,  speaking  for  the  Better 
Film  group,  objected  to  duals  on  the 
basis  of  the  programs  being  too  long  for 
children,  her  case  supported  by  the  letters 
of  three  physicians  who  said  duals  were 
responsible  for  both  eye  and  nervous 
strain. 

The  city  council  referred  the  ordinance 
to  the  city’s  legal  department  for  opinion 
as  to  whether  it  would  be  constitutional  if 
passed  by  the  council.  There  will  be  two 
more  hearings. 

The  situation  has  far  reaching  possi- 
bilities in  the  local  exhibition  scene  be- 
cause of  the  peculiar  buying  and  product 
control  battle  which  is  on  here.  The 
J.  H.  Cooper  setup  finds  itself  with  a 
heavy  product  backup,  as  many  as  15  or 
more  titles  in  arrears  with  some  com- 
panies. Federer’s  organization  is  in  the 
position  of  having  only  limited  films  and 
continually  forced  to  holdovers. 
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KANSAS  AND  MISSOURI  SESSIONS  IN  STRETCH; 
SEE  UTTLE  DAMAGE  TO  TRADE  IN  TWO  STATES 


Windup  in  Topeka  Within 
Three  Weeks;  Missouri 
May  Work  Till  June 

jBy  B.  O.  TELLER 

Kansas  City  — The  legislative  situation 
in  Missouri  and  Kansas,  where  solons  are 
already  beginning  to  yearn  for  home,  may 
be  summed  up  for  the  trade  with:  “It 
looks  like  we  didn’t  get  hurt.” 

In  Kansas  the  legislature  apparently  is 
much  closer  to  adjournment  than  in  Mis- 
souri. There  is  talk  of  the  Kansas  legis- 
lators winding  up  their  business  in  the 
state  capitol  within  three  weeks.  In  Mis- 
souri the  session  may  run  well  toward 
June. 

But  in  Missouri  this  week  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  legislature  to  mark 
off  as  many  bills  as  possible  took  such 
action  on  212.  Among  them  were  the  cen- 
sorship, divorcement,  anti-Ascap  and  chain 
store  tax  bills. 

Since  this  is  a revision  session  of  the 
Missouri  legislature,  bills  which  do  not 
fit  the  definition  of  a “revision  measme” 
do  not  have  much  chance.  The  action 
of  the  revision  committee  this  week  is  not 
final,  and  some  of  the  212  bills  the  com- 
mittee recommended  for  the  skids  may  be 
revived,  but  in  view  of  the  mass  of  pro- 
posed legislation  now  on  the  books,  this 
is  extremely  doubtful. 

The  anti-Ascap  measures  were  intro- 
duced only  last  week,  so  that,  if  not  re- 
vived, their  life,  even  as  proposals,  will 
have  been  a short  one — about  five  days. 
One  of  them,  H.  B.  633,  was  introduced  by 
Turner  of  St.  Joseph  and  Hamlin  of  Han- 
nibal. 

The  bill  was  based  on  the  Washington 
law  and  its  introduction  was  brought  about 
by  the  Kansas -Missouri  Theatre  Owners 
Ass’n.  H.  B.  645,  by  Asotsky  and  Gill  of 
Kansas  City,  was  an  identical  measure 
except  for  minor  sections  concerning 
phases  of  enforcement. 

Representative  Hayden’s  censorship 
measure,  H.  B.  390,  was  a strong  one,  and 
all  branches  of  the  industry  were  op- 
posed to  it.  It  would  have  created  a state 
board  of  censors,  imposed  a heavy  cen- 
sorship fee  on  each  reel,  and  given  the 
board  extreme  powers  over  all  films.  The 
censorship  levy  would  have  been  levied 
on  advertising  and  promotion  matter  as 
well  as  on  the  actual  film. 

The  divorcement  measure,  H.  B.  252, 
was  introduced  by  Turner  of  St.  Joseph 
and  Smart  of  Kansas  City.  Little  chance 
of  passing  was  conceded  it  anyway.  The 
chain  store  tax  bill  was  a combination 
of  H.  B.  34  and  116. 

In  Kansas  the  divorcement  measure, 
H.  B.  228,  by  Blake  Williamson  of  Wyan- 
dotte county,  developed  considerable 
strength,  was  passed  by  the  house,  recom- 


mended by  the  senate  judiciary  committee, 
and  then  recalld  by  that  committee.  It 
still  is  there. 

In  neither  Kansas  nor  Missouri  has  there 
been,  apparently,  any  Allied  support  of  the 
divorcement  measures.  Allied  is  reported 
saving  its  strength  for  a national  meas- 
ure, which  many  exhibitors  think  will  be 
the  result  of  the  government’s  suit  against 
the  film  industry,  since  one  of  the  U.  S.’s 
objections  to  the  present  film  setup  is 
production-controlled  exhibition. 

In  Kansas,  Senator  Hackney’s  censor- 
ship bill  was  reported  out  of  the  senate 
judiciary  committee  and  is  now  on  the 
calendar.  It  has  been  near  the  top  of 
the  calendar  for  a week.  This  is  also 
termed  a “stout”  bill.  As  originally  pre- 
sented it,  would  have  raised  the  censor- 
ship fees  from  the  present  $1  per  reel 
to  $25  per  reel.  'The  committee  removed 
this  section,  however.  At  present  it  would, 
in  effect,  do  away  with  block-booking  in 


Parking  Lot  "Nuisance" 
Brings  Suit  in  Omaha 

Omaha — A suit  for  $20,200  damages  from 
the  R.  D.  Goldberg  Theatres  Corp.,  oper- 
ators of  the  Avenue  and  Arbor  theatres, 
has  been  filed  in  district  court  here  by 
a neighbor,  Mrs.  Rose  I.  Robinson. 

Mrs.  Robinson  alleges  the  theatres  are 
operating  a parking  lot  adjacent  to  her 
home.  She  claims  the  patrons  cars  leave 
large  clouds  of  dust,  that  honking  horns 
have  kept  her  awake  nights,  that  lights 
of  the  cars  shine  into  her  bedroom.  Many 
patrons,  she  alleges,  carry  on  “amorous 
activities”  in  the  parked  cars. 

As  a result  of  the  alleged  “nuisance,” 
Mrs.  Robinson  said  her  health  was  im- 
paired to  such  an  extent  that  she  lost 
her  job.  She  also  claims  the  parking  lot, 
operated,  she  says,  without  permit  from 
the  city  council,  has  depreciated  value  of 
her  home  by  $2,000. 


Weiner  to  Des  Moines 
To  Join  Universal 

Omaha — Iz  Weiner,  former  branch  man- 
ager of  Columbia  here,  has  joined  Uni- 
versal in  Des  Moines.  He  departed  Mon- 
day for  his  new  position. 


New  People's  Open 

Fredonia,  Kas. — A.  W.  Pugh  has  opened 
the  new  People’s  'Theatre  here.  Seating 
capacity  is  300.  The  house  is  managed 
by  Leon  Pugh,  son  of  the  owner,  who  has 
been  an  exhibitor  here  for  the  past  five 
years.  He  also  owns  the  White  Way  here 
and  has  operated  the  Doric  at  Erie,  Kas., 
for  the  past  18  years. 


Kansas,  and  would,  according  to  some  in- 
terpretations, eliminate  protection.  It 
places  enforcement  of  censorship  in  the 
hands  of  the  police.  While  it  is  not  given 
credit  for  much  strength,  the  fact  it  got 
out  of  committee  approved  means  it  has 
some  support  behind  it  in  the  legislature. 

While  officially  independents  have  taken 
no  stand  on  legislation  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  Kansas  bills,  particularly  the 
divorcement  measure,  there  has  been  some 
support  from  individual  independents  over 
the  state. 

The  house  in  Kansas  has  killed  its 
chain  store  tax  bill  and  little  chance  is 
given  the  companion  senate  bill  to  sur- 
vive. The  legislature  has  passed  a bill  to 
do  away  with  the  small  tokens  by  which 
the  2 per  cent  sales  tax  was  collected.  A 
bracket  system  similar  to  that  used  in 
Iowa  is  expected  to  be  worked  out  by  the 
legislature.  The  legislature  has  also  killed 
a bill  to  legalize  horse  racing  and  bet- 
ting. 


An  Anti-Ascap  Bill 
Filed  in  Missouri 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — Representatives 
Turner  and  Hamlin  have  introduced  in 
the  Missouri  house  an  anti-Ascap  bill. 

H.  B.  633  relates  to  the  use  of  dra- 
matic musical  compositions  or  other  copy- 
right works  which  have  been  copyrighted 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
for  persons  to  knowingly  participate  in 
the  performance  of  any  part  thereof  or 
by  knowingly  selling  a substitute  copy  or 
substitute  part  thereof,  and  declaring  it 
to  be  unlawful  for  two  or  more  persons 
holding  separate  copyrighted  works  under 
the  copyright  law  of  the  U.  S.,  either 
within  or  without  the  state  of  Missouri, 
to  pool  their  interests  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  or  fixing  prices  on  the  use  of 
said  copyrighted  work,  and  providing  for 
filing  of  a copy  of  the  copyrighted  work 
with  the  secretary  of  state. 

Another  bill,  H.  B.  645,  is  the  same  as 
H.  B.  633,  except  that  three  sections  deal- 
ing with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  and 
service  are  eliminated.  This  anti-Ascap 
measure  was  introduced  by  Representa- 
tives Asotsky  and  Gill  of  Kansas  City. 

Both  bills  are  designated  “revision  bills,” 
and  are  such  since  they  deal  with  an 
existing  law.  Only  revision  bills  are  ex- 
pected to  survive  the  downstretch  of  leg- 
islative action  in  Jefferson  City. 


Gets  Universal  Pact 

Hollywood — A new  long-term  acting 
contract  has  been  signed  by  Robert  Cum- 
mings at  Universal. 
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Show  With  Lunches 
Given  in  St.  Paul 

Minneapolis — Twin  City  independents 
are  up  in  arms  over  policy  adopted  by 
new  $165,000  West  Twin  Theatre,  West 
St.  Paul,  giving  away  free  matinee  tickets 
to  all  luncheon  patrons  of  restaurant  oper- 
ated in  connection  with  the  showhouse. 

The  Franklin  Amusement  Co.,  of  which 
W.  R.  Frank,  Minneapolis,  is  head,  owns 
and  operates  both  the  theatre  and  res- 
taurant. The  restaurant  is  in  the  theatre 
building. 

Located  just  outside  the  St.  Paul  city 
limits,  the  West  Twin  Theatre  is  consid- 
ered opposition  by  St.  Paul  neighborhood 
situations. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  any  Twin 
City  neighborhood  theatre  ever  has  inaug- 
urated the  luncheon  matinees.  Minneapo- 
lis loop  theatres  have  a similar  tieup  with 
two  leading  hotels,  the  Nicollet  and  Radis- 
son,  but  the  luncheons  in  this  instance 
are  comparatively  high  priced — 85  cents — 
and  the  independents  do  not  feel  or  ob- 
ject to  the  stimt,  they  say. 

Independents  fear  the  “free”  ticket 
angle  will  spread.  They  believe  that  the 
exchanges  should  step  in  and  put  a halt 
to  the  policy  by  refusing  to  service  the 
Twin  West.  They  charge  “unfair”  oppo- 
sition. 

The  Franklin  Amusement  Co.  is  the  big- 
gest and  most  successful  of  all  the  inde- 
pendent circuits  operating  in  this  terri- 
tory. It  has  bunt  and  acquired  more  new 
and  elaborate  showhouses  in  the  past  few 
years  than  even  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  also  has  made  a number  of 
costly  improvements  in  a number  of  its 
older  properties. 


Nebraska  in  Lincoln  to 
Reopen  on  March  29 

Lincoln — On  the  evening  of  March  29 
the  New  Nebraska  Theatre  (formerly  the 
Orpheum)  bows  to  the  public  here.  The 
theatre  will  be  managed  by  Ed  Vaughan, 
who  was  assigned  the  job  by  L.  J.  Finske, 
J.  H.  Cooper  Enterprises  division  mana- 
ger of  Denver.  Vaughan  was  formerly  at 
the  Stuart. 

The  first  night’s  performance  will  see 
the  entire  proceeds  at  $1  per  seat  going 
to  charity,  through  the  Junior  League  and 
the  Community  Chest. 

Although  the  building  permit  filed  with 
the  city  listed  the  amount  of  improvements 
at  about  $24,000,  it  is  estimated  about 
twice  that  amount  is  being  spent  to 
streamline  the  old  house  which  originally 
was  christened  the  Orpheum  and  was  light- 
ed in  1916  as  a vaudeville  house. 


Moffitt  Back  at  "Star" 

Kansas  City — John  C.  Moffitt,  drama 
editor  of  the  Star,  is  back  on  the  job  after 
completing  a three-year  writing  contract 
with  Paramoimt. 


Independents  Frown  on  Try  by 
Berger  lor  New  Clearance 


Minneapolis — As  far  as  can  be  learned. 
Twin  City  independent  exhibitors  general- 
ly are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  fight 
that  Bennie  Berger,  independent  circuit 
operator,  is  making  to  try  to  force  major 
exchanges  to  give  his  290-seat  Time  The- 
atre in  the  loop  subsequent-run  product 
day  and  date  with  the  Pantages  and  Sev- 
enth Street  theatres  because  of  the  Time’s 
higher  admission  scale. 

Berger  has  put  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  his  attorneys  and  threatens  to  bring 
suit  against  the  exchanges  and  the  Wel- 
worth  company,  operating  Pantages,  and 
Bill  Elson,  Seventh  Street  ’Theatre  owner, 
charging  conspiracy. 

He  charges  that  the  exchanges  are  re- 
fusing to  service  him  on  a fair  and  equit- 
able basis.  The  Time  is  unable  to  obtain 
first- run  pictures  from  any  of  the  major 
exchanges  because  all  their  product  now 
is  absorbed  by  the  .Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  and  the  World,  he  claims.  If  he  ob- 


Twin  City  Independents 
Seek  Two  Changes 

Minneapolis — While  'Twin  City  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  have  several  clearance 
grievances  they  are  in  accord  with  the 
general  plan  of  protection  in  vogue  here, 
according  to  a Boxoffice  survey. 

The  independents  feel  that  the  loop  As- 
ter, a Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  house 
playing  dual  bills  at  15  cents  to  5 p.  m. 
and  25  cents  thereafter,  is  not  entitled 
to  clearance  over  25-cent  suburban  situ- 
ations. They  also  insist  that  the  recently 
opened  Gopher,  playing  first  runs  at  25 
cents,  should  have  a much  smaller  amount 
of  protection  than  at  present  over  the 
neighborhoods. 

It  is  expected  a committee  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  go  over  the  matter  with  the 
distributors  and  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co. 


Berger  Talks  on  Europe 
At  Lions  Club  Meet 

Jamestown,  N.  D. — Bennie  Berger,  inde- 
pendent circuit  owner  of  Minneapolis,  for- 
mer Jamestown  resident  who  still  operates 
a theatre  here,  addressed  the  local  Lions 
Club  on  the  European  situation.  Berger, 
who  has  visited  Europe  twice  during  the 
past  few  years  and  who  has  been  a close 
student  of  its  affairs  for  many  years,  gave 
his  views  of  the  current  problems. 


The  C.  A,  Craigs  Buy 
Strand  in  Pierce 

Pierce,  Neb. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Craig 
have  purchased  the  Strand  Theatre  here. 
They  plan  extensive  remodeling  of  the 
house.  They  formerly  lived  in  Seymour,  la. 


tains  subsequent-runs,  he  must  take  them 
after  Pantages  and  the  Seventh  Street 
and  charge  at  least  the  same  admission 
as  they,  which  is  unfair,  according  to  his 
contention. 

Independent  exhibitors  interviewed  by 
Boxoffice  point  out  that  both  Pantages 
and  the  Seventh  Street  theatres  have  seat- 
ing capacities  many  times  in  excess  of 
the  Time,  were  established  institutions 
long  before  the  Time  came  into  existence 
and  that  Berger  did  not  acquire  the  Time 
until  several  years  after  it  had  been  built. 
They  contend  that  Pantages  and  the  Sev- 
enth Street  are  entitled  to  the  subsequent- 
runs  ahead  of  the  Time  for  the  aforego- 
ing reasons  and  because  they  pay  con- 
siderably more  for  the  product  than  the 
Berger  house  could  afford  to  do.  Berger 
claims  that  several  of  the  distributors  have 
an  agreement  to  give  Pantages  first  call 
on  the  subsequent-runs  after  the  down- 
town Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  theatres. 
The  independents  opposed  to  Berger  think 
that  such  an  agreement  is  fair. 

Those  independents  siding  with  Pan- 
tages and  the  Seventh  Street  charge  that 
Berger  is  inconsistent.  They  point  out 
he  is  buying  “runs”  of  M-G-M  pictures 
for  his  Paradise,  local  neighborhood  house, 
and  showing  them  ahead  of  competing 
independent  suburban  situations  charging 
a higher  admission. 


Threatened  Allied  Rift 
Criticized  by  Steffes 

Minneapolis — A “few”  'Twin  City  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  who  are  threatening  to 
pull  out  of  Northwest  AUied  and  form 
their  own  organization  are  being  defied 
by  President  W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest 
Allied. 

The  cause  of  the  threatened  rift  is  the 
insistence  of  Bennie  Berger,  a former 
Northwest  Allied  president,  on  buying 
“runs”  of  M-G-M  pictures  for  his  Para- 
dise, local  neighborhood  house,  and  show- 
ing them  ahead  of  competing  independents 
charging  higher  matinee  admissions. 

The  “insurgents”  want  Steffes  to  stop 
Berger  and  to  induce  all  members  of  the 
body  to  agree  not  to  buy  “runs.”  While 
Steffes  is  associated  with  Berger  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Paradise  he  declares  that 
the  latter  is  in  sole  control  of  its  opera- 
tion and  he  cannot  influence  Bennie.  More- 
over, he  says,  the  organization  is  unable 
to  dictate  to  members  how  much  they 
shaU  pay  for  pictures  and  how  they  shall 
buy  them  or  to  exchanges  as  to  how  much 
they  are  to  charge  for  their  product. 

Steffes  charges  one  particular  member 
with  causing  all  the  present  trouble.  He 
charges  that  this  member  consistently  has 
failed  to  pay  dues  and  is  of  little  value 
to  the  body.  Steffes  questions  the  ability 
of  this  “ringleader”  to  organize  a com- 
peting organization  and  to  keep  it  afloat, 
“especially  if  his  own  habit  of  refusing 
to  pay  any  share  of  maintaining  an  as- 
sociation serves  as  an  example  for  other 
members.” 
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— Photos  by  Cresswell 

Kansas  City  Steps  Out  for  Premiere — 

The  top  three-column  cut  shows  the  front  of  the  Newman  Theatre  in  Kansas  City,  where  a drum  corps  lined  up  for  the 
world  premiere  of  Paramount’s  “I’m  From  Missouri.”  Part  of  the  huge  crowd  can  be  seen  in  the  center  left  photo.  To  the 
right  is  Mayor  Bryce  B.  Smith  in  his  office.  He  is  about  to  present  scrolls  serving  as  police  courtesy  cards  to  the  three  stars 
behind  him:  Judith  Barrett,  Lynne  Overman  and  Shirley  Ross.  Under  the  silk  topper  at  the  microphone  is  Jack  Moffitt, 
author  of  the  screenplay  and  motion  picture  editor  of  the  Kansas  City  Star.  At  his  left  is  this  mother.  Jimmie  Coy  is  the 
radio  aronouncer.  The  bottom  right  is  the  crowd  greeting  the  stars  in  the  stockyards  district. 
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K A Y C IE  IE 

pOREST  DUNLAP,  sales  manager  of  the 
American  Desk  Mfg.  Co.  (theatre  seat- 
ing ) was  here  last  week  visiting  with 
Prank  Bowen,  factory  representative  in 
this  territory. 

On  the  Row:  Tom  Wilhoit,  Plattsburg, 
Mo.;  George  Sproule,  Fort  Scott,  Kas.; 
Nick  Kotsis,  Holden,  Mo.;  J.  Ward  Spiel- 
man,  Baldwin,  Kas.;  R.  E.  Conrad,  former 
exhibitor  at  Burlingame,  Kas.;  M.  S. 
Heath,  Liberty,  Mo.;  E.  O.  Briles,  Em- 
poria, Kas.;  Curly  Wilson,  Excelsior 
Springs,  Mo. 

Jess  Collins,  distributor  for  Book  Treas- 
ures, Des  Moines,  was  here  over  the  week- 
end with  Lester  Martin,  Chicago,  sales 
manager  for  the  company,  with  Bev  Miller 
. . . Miss  Ruth  Packard  is  Miller’s  new 
secretary,  succeeding  Mrs.  Bev  Miller. 

The  social  whirl;  At  the  Muehlebach 
Grill  Saturday  p.  m.,  the  LeRoy  Millers, 
George  Fullers,  Joe  Starks  and  Bev  Mil- 
lers . . . Joe  very  much  disappointed  be- 
cause he  couldn’t  find  any  pistachio  nuts. 
Why  not  try  mustachios,  Joe?  . . . At  the 
Southern  Mansions  the  other  evening: 
John  Wangberg,  Tommy  Thompson,  Jim 
Lewis — a7id  the  ladies. 

Irving  Zussman,  sales  manager  of  Metro 
Premium  Co.,  was  here  last  Tuesday  vis- 
iting Stan  Goldberg,  local  manager. 

Rud  Lohrenz,  now  district  manager  of 
Warner  Bros.,  on  the  job.  Lohrenz  has 
taken  over  the  new  district  comprising 
Kansas  City,  Memphis,  Omaha,  Des 
Maines  and  St.  Louis,  uxith  headquarters 
here. 

Fred  Meyn  has  bought  a new  Stebbins 
screen  for  his  Park  in  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
and  M.  A.  Summerour  has  purchased  one 
for  his  Mission,  in  Johnson  county.  Sum- 
merour recently  installed  seats  from  Steb- 
bins. 

Lee  Sproule  has  traded  his  interest  in 
the  Mainstreet  at  Chanute,  Kas.,  to  Ray 
Walsh  for  the  latter’s  interest  in  Sproule’s 
Lyric  at  Winfield,  Kas. 

One  of  the  busiest  men  at  the  “I’m 
From  Missouri”  premiere:  Norris  Cress- 
well,  shooting  pictures  of  the  doin’s  for 
the  record. 

The  Columbia  Fun  Club,  made  up  of  the 
Columbia  exchaiige  personnel,  held  anoth- 
er party  Tuesday  evenmg.  They  went  to 
the  Military  Country  Club  and  roasted 
wieners  before  the  big  fireplace.  Everyone 
had  a very,  very  good  time. 

Bud  Riley,  Republic -Midwest  operative 
No.  331,  has  moved  into  a new  home  on 
Westover  Road. 

H.  L.  Hyde  paid  one  of  his  infrequent 
visits  to  Filmrow  from  Geneseo,  Kas. 


POSITION  WANTED 

MANAGER — Young,  married;  experienced. 
Prefer  Midwest  Territor.v.  References.  B-1106, 
BOXOFFICE,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Same  or  Twins? 


Bethany,  Mo. — So  many  people  have 
remarked  about  the  likeness  of  the  little 
daughter  of  Exhibitor  Frestle  F.  Cheno- 
weth  to  the  Warner  child  star,  Janet 
Chapman,  that  he  has  herewith  photos 
showing  the  similarity.  His  daughter, 
Beverly  Jean,  is  at  the  left.  The  girls’  ages 
are  the  same,  six  years. 

Chenoweth  operates  the  Noll  Tlieatre  at 
Bethany  and  the  Roxy  and  Rigney  at 
Albany,  Mo. 


EQUIPMENT  AND  SUPPLIES 

Peterson  "Freezem"  Mfg.  & Sales  Co. 

Blowers,  washers,  spray  nozzels,  office  and 
home  units. 

Special  Offer — Priced  to  Sell. 

Why  Pay  More? 

G.  A.  Peterson 

HA.  1389  2620  Charlotte  St. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

A.  A.  Electric  Machinery  Co. 

Ernest  Amoneno,  Mgr. 

1117  Cherry  St.  Phone:  Victor  8796 

Central  Theatre  Equipment  Company 

Western  Electric  - Mirrophonic  Sound 
Motiograph  Projectors 
E.  C.  Leeves,  General  Manager 
130  W.  18th  St.  Tel.  HArrison  3345 

Great  Western  Stage  Equipment  Co. 

817  Holmes  St.  T.  L.  Greening,  Mgr. 

Phone;  Victor  9078 

Stebbins  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 

1804  Wyandotte  St. 

C.  H.  Badger,  Mgr.  Phone:  GRand  0134 

Southwest  Theatre  Equipment  Co.,  Indp't 
Wichita,  Kas. 

C.  D.  Peck,  Mgr.  Phone  2-2153 

EXHIBITOR  ASSOCIATIONS 

Independent  Theatre  Owners  Association 
1214  Brush  Creek  Road  — VAlentine  2770 
E.  E.  Webber  jr..  Pres.  John  Wolfberg,  Sec. 

K.  M.  T.  A. 

128  W.  18th  St.  — Harrison  4825 
John  Staple,  Pres.  R.  R.  Biechele,  Sec.-Treas. 


Holdover  Policy  Started 
At  Kaycee's  Esquire 

Kansas  City — The  Esquire,  Fox  Mid- 
west’s first  run  small  brother  to  the  Tower, 
has  instituted  a policy  of  playing  holdovers 
of  pictures  first  run  at  other  downtown 
theatres.  Playing  the  pictures  in  the  first 
suburban  run  spot,  four  weeks  after  the 
regular  first  showing,  the  Esquire  will  use 
as  many  such  films  as  it  can  get.  No.  1 
was  “Pygmalion,”  Metro  feature  of  Shaw’s 
play  which  the  Midland  showed  some  weeks 
ago. 


Helps  Judge  Beauty 

Kansas  City — Qualifying  as  an  expert 
judge  of  feminine  pulchritude,  John  Mc- 
Manus, manager  of  Loew’s  Midland,  Tues- 
day helped  George  Goldman  select  the 
beauty  queen  at  William  Jewell  College, 
Liberty,  Mo. 


Block  to  Warner 

Kansas  City — Ernie  Block,  for  many 
years  with  Universal  in  this  territory  as 
a salesman,  has  resigned  to  go  with  War- 
ner Brothers.  Block  is  expected  to  be 
placed  in  the  Omaha  territory. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

National  Air  Conditioning  and 
Engineering  Corp. 

VI.  3535 

109  W.  18th  St.— Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manufacturing — Engineering — Installation 

SOUND  SERVICE 

K.  C.  SOUND  SERVICE 

Syncrofilm  Sound  Equipment  and  Service 

1818  Wyandotte  St. 

W.  P.  Humston  HA  4783 


SOUND  ENGINEER 

ENGINEER  C.  R.  BUTLER 

Sound  System  Installation  and  Service 

Midwest  Service  Corporation 
2606  Monterey  St. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Phones  2-4012 — 2-4115 
"Service  As  Near  As  Your  Telephone" 

SCREEN  PUBLICITY 

Alexander  Film  Company 

Motion  Picture  Advertising 
E.  L.  Harris,  Dist.  Mgr.,  Mo.,  Kan.,  Neb.,  Iowa 
239  East  72nd  Terrace 

Phone:  Hlland  2694 


TRADE  DIRECTORY 

"■  A HANDY  GUIDE  FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR  — 

KANSAS  CITY  TERRITORY 
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Griffith-Dickinson  Partnership 
Agreement  Effective  April  2 


Kansas  City — Effective  April  2 the  Grif- 
fith circuit  interests  will  assume  joint  oper- 
ation of  Glen  W.  Dickinson  Theatres,  Inc., 
in  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Iowa,  H.  J.  Grif- 
fith, who  will  be  actively  identified  with 
that  operation,  said  here  this  week.  Grif- 
fith, personally,  and  Partnership  Theatres, 
Inc.,  controlled  by  R.  E.  Griffith,  have 


£|VERYBODY  satellited  about  J.  H.  Coop- 
er this  week.  Joe  is  here  trying  to  get 
set  for  the  Orpheum  opening  as  the  Ne- 
braska. His  presence  was  the  immediate 
signal  for  film  peddlers  to  report  from 
far  and  wide. 

Howard  Federer  was  disappointed  be- 
cause of  income  tax  returns,  not  because 
of  his  own  but  because  of  his  girl  friend’s 
in  Chicago.  Need  of  figuring  them  up 
kept  her  from  making  a scheduled  visit 
here  . . . Mrs.  George  Monroe  jr.  is  back 
on  her  feet  and  feeling  swell  after  a pneu- 
monia attack  ...  All  is  serene  in  the 
Colonial  lobby,  because  nobody  has  been 
slugged  there  in  three  weeks. 

Midwest  motion  picture  columnists  and 
editors  owe  a debt  of  thanks  to  Barney 
Oldfield  of  the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star 
here  for  a nice  trip  they’ll  make  March  31 
on  a special  Santa  Fe  train  which  Warner 
Bros,  will  make  up  in  Chicago  and  haul 
the  scribes  to  Dodge  City,  Kas.,  for  the 
April  1 premiere  of  “Dodge  City.’’  Barney 
wrote  suggesting  it  to  Sam  Clark,  Warner 
midwest  exploiteer,  who,  in  turn,  got  it 
okayed  by  Boss  Einfield  in  New  York. 

Alano  Dass,  the  mentalist,  did  himself 
a nice  business  here  . . . Bob  Livingston 
warns  all  is  not  so  well  in  the  legisla- 
ture. The  too  quick  kills  in  committee 
of  the  divorcement  and  sales  regulatory 
measures  looked  “too  good’’  and  set  some 
of  the  solons  wondering.  Sen.  E.  M.  Neu- 
bauer’s  failure  to  appear  for  even  a weak 
argument  in  behalf  of  the  measure  made 
it  look  railroaded  . . . Stanley  Jorgen- 
son, projectiO'nist  at  the  Lyric  in  Creigh- 
ton, penned  a flattering  note  this  week 
about  Boxoffice. 

Nobody  seems  to  know  what  has  hap- 
pened to  Bill  Liindeman,  since  his  house 
closed  in  Colorado  . . . Harold  Hellerich, 
very  newly  married,  is  seriously  ponder- 
ing a fortune  teller’s  words  that  he  would 
have  five  kids  around  the  house  before 
he  tapered  off  . . . “Yes,  My  Darling 
Daughter’’  seems  set  for  a good  business 
go  in  Nebraska  after  all  the  newspaper 
spread  about  the  outraged  censors. 

Lincoln  Theatres’  radio  program,  now 
more  than  a year  old,  has  the  biggest 
mail  count  on  KFOR  and  set  a new  record 
for  responses  last  week  . . . Lou  Finske 
and  Bob  Huffman  were  in  an  all  week 
huddle  about  business  . . . The  theatre 
Row  snooker  tournament,  started  early  in 


bought  a 50  per  cent  interest  in  the  Dick- 
inson circuit. 

The  transaction  involves  all  but  one  of 
the  Dickinson  houses,  and  that  is  the 
Dickinson  in  Mission  Hills  Acres  near  Kan- 
sas City,  which  may  go  in  later.  The  26 
houses  are  located  about  equally  in  Kan- 
sas and  Missouri,  with  one  in  Iowa. 


the  winter,  has  never  been  fmished  . . . 
Move  of  Earle  Perkins  from  this  territory 
will  make  one  guy  sadly  missed.  He  was 
universally  well  liked  by  exhibitors  and 
newspaper  men. 

Picture  the  embarrassment  of  Mayor 
Butler  in  Omaha  when  he  sees  all  his 
good  citizens  go  traipsing  across  the  river 
to  Council  Bluffs  or  down  to  Lincoln’s 
holy  city  to  see  “Tobacco  Road’’  in  May 
. . . When  A.  H.  Blank  walked  down  the 
streets  the  other  day,  it  was  the  first 
time  in  years  for  the  Paramount  partner 
to  be  here  . . . Hear  something  about  Iz 
Weiner  maybe  joining  Universal  in  Des 
Moines. 

Herbie  Holmes,  the  orchestra  leader, 
says  it  is  much  more  fun  playing  theatre 
dates  than  ballrooms.  Says,  besides  the 
money  being  better,  people  seem  to  be 
hungry  for  flesh  entertainment  . . . Law- 
rence Welk’s  short  is  getting  a lot  of  at- 
tention ui  this  area,  because  Welk  started 
in  this  territory  when  his  music  had  only 
a “beer”  taste,  instead  of  the  “cham- 
pagne” music  it’s  called  today  . . . Bob 
Livingston  says  the  man  of  today  who 
fights  with  his  vnfe,  usually  goes  off  in  a 
huff  to  his  club.  About  5,000  years  ago,  he 
just  reached  for  it  ..  . Incidentally,  Mrs- 
Livingston,  who  is  wintering  in  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  is  recovering  from  a bad  siege  of 
the  flu. 

Ed  Vaughan  says  the  reason  the  ceiling 
of  the  new  Nebraska  is  mirrored  instead  of 
the  floor,  is  so  Vaughan,  and  the  ushers, 
can  keep  their  minds  on  their  work  . . . 
Football  tip:  Nebraska  looks  the  part  of 
the  cellar  for  the  Big  Six  in  1939,  ac- 
cording to  the  sadly  shaking  heads  of  the 
sports  scribes  . . . When  Howard  Becker 
played  Fairbury,  he  insists  he  saw  Ray 
Holtz  on  the  dance  floor.  He  said  some- 
body was  trying  to  dance  the  Charleston. 

Orville  Rennie  writes  to  correct  the 
statement  about  Charlie  Morehead’s  Bea- 
trice $100  in  the  Movie  Quiz  being  the 
state’s  biggest  prize.  Rennie  handed  out 
one  of  the  $250  portions  at  the  Rivoli. 


Backers  to  Vacation 

Minneapolis — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  A. 
Backer  of  the  Roxy  in  Browns  Valley, 
Minn.,  were  here  last  week  booking.  They 
leave  April  1 for  the  World’s  Fair  in  San 
Francisco.  On  their  way  back,  they  will 
stop  at  Yellowstone  National  Park. 


^HE  whisker  growing  fad,  which  is 
spreading  in  Omaha  to  advertise  the 
world  premiere  of  “Union  Pacific’’  has 
reached  Filmrow.  Paramount  employes 
Eldon  Rollin,  W.  A.  Overturf,  Cliff  Norene 
and  Roy  Breckenmaker  are  shvmning  the 
razors.  The  fad  hasn’t  moved  upstairs 
however  . . . Lou  Kozal,  Tri-States  ad  ar- 
tist, has  gone  as  far  as  a mustache  and  it 
looks  very  promising. 

The  din  of  wedding  bells  still  resounds 
through  the  20th-Fox  offices.  Latest  an- 
nouncement of  pending  vows  is  that  of 
Fred  Miller,  ad  sales  manager  and  Bonny 
Overton,  Omaha.  The  date  will  be  some- 
time next  month.  Bob  Hansen,  20th-Fox 
booker  and  Dorothy  Pearson  were  married 
March  IT  at  Kountze  Memorial  church  in 
Omaha. 

Daisy  Cooley,  Warner  Bros,  clerk,  was 
absent  from  the  office  last  week  due  to 
illness  . . . Bill  Wink  will  be  transferred 
to  the  Warner  booking  staff  sometime 
next  month  . . . Roy  Palmquist,  Universal 
branch  manager,  was  a Kansas  City  vis- 
itor the  first  of  the  week. 

Carl  Ernst,  Avoca,  la.,  exhibitor  urns  dis- 
playing a new  car  purchased  last  week 
. . . Johnny  Winn,  GN  booker,  celebrated 
his  birthday  Monday  and  Manager  Fred- 
die Horn  on  Thursday.  The  whole  office 
staff  observe  March  birthdays.  Julia  An- 
derson celebrated  a week  ago  . . . Harry 
Warren,  Central  States  Theatre  Corp., 
Des  Moines,  was  a Filmrow  visitor  last 
week. 

Spring  weather  Monday  brought  the 
exhibitors  into  town.  'The  list  included 
H.  G.  Dunn,  Jewel,  Valentine,  Neb.;  A. 
Beams,  who  operates  the  Lyric,  Sutton, 
Neb.,  Auditorium,  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  and 
Sunbeam,  Geneva,  Neb.;  Prank  Good, 
lowana,  Red  Oak,  la.;  R.  V.  Fletcher, 
Hartington,  Neb.;  Dick  Kehrberg,  Iowa 
and  Star,  Sheldon,  la.;  F.  M.  Honey,  Te- 
cumseh,  Tecumseh,  Neb.;  D.  L.  Frank, 
Plaza,  Humboldt,  Neb.;  Ed  Opecensky, 
Strand,  Newman  Grove,  Neb.;  Bill  Peter- 
son, Grand,  Genoa,  Neb.;  Toby  Stuart, 
Mayfair,  Shenandoah,  Neb.;  J.  H.  Pald- 
hans,  Iowa,  Schaller,  la.;  F.  E.  Hollings- 
worth, Rialto,  Beatrice,  Neb.;  Bob  Pen- 
nington, Rialto,  Villisca,  la.;  Fred  Wick- 
man  Lyric,  Tekamah,  Neb.;  C.  C.  Moore, 
Dunlap,  Dunlap,  la. 

So  keen  is  interest  for  the  world  pre- 
miere of  “Union  Pacific”  that  Meterolog- 
ist  Robbins  here  has  received  several  calls 
asking  for  prospects  for  the  weather  on 
April  28.  At  this  writing,  according  to  Rob- 
bins, it  looks  good  . . . 20th-Fox  employes 
will  leave  next  Tuesday  for  Chicago  and 
the  annual  convention.  Among  those 
scheduled  to  make  the  trip  are  Manager 
Joe  Scott,  Gordon  Halloran,  Carl  Reese, 
Harold  Ironfield,  Rube  Wagle  and  Fred 
Miller. 

Bill  MiskeU,  Orpheum  manager,  is  still 
having  a tussle  with  the  flu  bug.  He  is 
expected  back  on  duty  this  week  . . . E.  J. 
'Tilton  and  Max  Roth,  Republic  officials, 
were  Omaha  visitors  from  Des  Moines  last 
week  . . . Mort  Troxell  reports  the  Dewitt 
at  Dewitt,  Neb.,  opened  Wednesday  after 
being  closed  down  due  to  a scarlet  fever 
scare  in  the  town.  _ 
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Consider  Reopening 
Minnesota  Theatre 

Minneapolis — Reopening  of  the  4,200- 
seat  Minnesota  Theatre,  dark  for  nearly  a 
year  and  relinquished  toy  the  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  January  31  when  its  lease 
expired,  is  under  consideration. 

Owners  of  the  showhouse  themselves 
have  been  making  plans  to  operate  it  with 
Gordon  Greene,  who  managed  it  originally 
and  who  now  is  managing  the  Palace,  as 
its  manager.  They  have  been  in  contact 
with  Greene  for  more  than  a fortnight. 

The  proposed  policy  is  popular  priced 
vaudeville  plus  first-run  independent  pic- 
tures. A 25-cent  admission  top  would  te 
instituted. 

An  investigation  is  now  under  way  to 
determine  if  sufficient  stage  acts  and 
screen  product  would  be  available.  A 
study  of  costs  also  is  being  made. 

For  the  last  few  years  the  Minnesota 
was  a big  loser  for  the  Minnesota  Amuse- 
ment Co.  which  was  imable  to  solve  the 
problem  of  operating  it  profitably.  Oper- 
ating cost  of  the  theatre,  due  in  part  to 
the  high  ground  rental  and  taxes,  are 
terrific. 

Although  the  owners  of  the  building 
have  had  more  than  six  months  to  obtain 
a tenant  they  have  been  unable  to  in- 
terest any  theatre  interests  in  the  venture 
and  about  have  given  up  hope  of  toeing 
able  ever  to  rent  it. 

If  they  don’t  operate  it  themselves  it 
has  been  indicated  they’ll  have  to  turn  it 
over  to  the  fee  owners  who  probably  would 
wind  up  tearing  it  down  for  a parking 
lot  in  order  to  save  on  taxes. 


Republic  Franchise  Is 
Renewed  by  Tilton 

Des  Moines — Elmer  Tilton,  manager  of 
the  Des  Moines  and  Omaha  offices,  has 
renewed  his  franchise  with  Republic  Pic- 
tures for  an  additional  five  years.  The 
company  has  assured  the  franchise  holder 
a number  of  “A”  pictures  will  be  delivered, 
the  first  to  be  “Man  of  Conquest,”  the 
story  of  Sam  Houston’s  life. 

The  premiere  of  this  picture  will  be  at 
Houston,  Tex.,  April  6,  and  is  tied  up  with 
the  state  of  Texas  and  the  National 
Broadcasting  Co.  The  production  cost  of 
the  picture  was  close  to  a $1,000,000.  This 
picture  will  be  followed  immediately  by 
another  “A”  production  taken  from  the 
Liberty  magazine  story,  “Doctors  Don’t 
Tell.” 


Warner  at  Minneapolis 
Leading  Sears  Drive 

Minneapolis — At  the  end  of  the  11th 
week  of  the  Sears  drive,  the  Minneapolis 
Warner  exchange  was  in  first  place  na- 
tionally. The  midwest  division,  of  which 
it  is  a part,  led  the  country. 


^HEY  even  had  Bill  Elson  of  the  Sev- 
enth Street  Theatre,  who  cares  little  for 
prize  fights,  attending  and  enjoying  the 
15-round  Demaree-Schaft  bout  at  the 
Armory.  One  fight  a year,  or  less,  is 
about  Bill’s  capacity,  but  he  couldn’t  pass 
up  this  one.  Some  of  the  others  among 
the  theatrical  bunch  occupying  ringside 
seats  were  W.  A.  Steffes,  Bennie  Berger, 
Harry  Dryer,  Ray  Wylie,  Jackie  Cohn, 
Lowell  Kaplan,  Bill  Watmough  and  Don 
Woods. 

Lady  Lwck  apparently  is  hobnobbing 
again  with  Bennie  Berger.  He  backed 
Demaree  heavily  in  that  bout  and  his 
man  scored  a lucky  knockout  in  the  llth 
round,  although  behind  at  the  time.  It 
put  plenty  of  shekels  into  Bennie’s  pock- 
ets. While  on  the  subject  of  Bennie,  the 
new  offices  being  opened  by  him  are  beau- 
ties— the  swellest,  most  sumptuous  and 
complete  boasted  by  any  independent  the- 
atre circuit  in  this  neck  of  the  woods.  He 
is  celebrating  the  occasion  today  with  a 


Sees  Color  Boost — 


Des  Moines — An  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  motion  pictures  produced  in  color, 
but  never  a total  abandonment  of  black 
and  white. 

This  prediction  is  made  by  William 
Heineman,  western  division  manager  for 
Universal,  who  stopped  here  to  confer 
with  Tri-States  Theatres  Corp.  officials. 

“Color  will  come  in  more  than  ever,” 
he  says.  “There  are  some  types  of  film, 
however,  in  which  black  and  white  always 
will  be  the  better  medium.” 

Heineman  also  believes  the  current  vogue 
of  horror  pictures  is  soon  to  pass.  “The 
public  can  only  take  about  one  picture 
like  that  a year,”  he  said. 

One  of  Heineman’s  enthusiasms  is 
Deanna  Durbin,  the  star  who  has  done 
much  in  a financial  way  for  Universal. 

“And  Universal  has  done  a lot  for 
Deanna  Durbin,”  Heineman  quickly  adds. 

The  cross-continent  trip  is  to  obtain 
opinions  from  local  distributors  as  to  what 
the  public  is  going  to  want  next  year. 


house  warming  party  to  which  everybody 
connected  with  the  film  industry  was  in- 
vited. 

Bonnie  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn.,  exhibi- 
tor, back  from  a five-week  vacation  in 
Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  during  which  he  got  in 
fine  golf  fettle,  enjoyed  the  unusual  and 
enviable  experience  of  winning  a daily 
doubles  at  the  race  track  there.  On  a $2 
wager  he  pulled  down  $752  . . . President 
W.  A.  Steffes  of  Northwest  Allied  and 
Berger  were  in  Chicago  this  week,  taking 
in  the  M-G-M  sales  convention  . . . Ben- 
nie Leonard  refereed  a fight  for  Gordie 
Greene  at  the  latter’s  Palace  Theatre  this 
week  . . . “In  the  interest  of  economy” 
Bill  Crystal,  Grand  National  branch  man- 
ager, let  out  Bill  Watmough,  one  of  the 
most  popular  Minneapolis  fUm  salesmen. 

Out-of-town  exhibitors  visiting  Film- 
row  included  Angus  McDonald,  East  Grand 
Forks,  Minn.,  returning  from  an  auto  tour 
through  Texas  and  California;  Don  Buck- 
ley,  Redwood  Falls,  Minn.;  S.  R.  Holmar, 
Sissetin,  S.  D.;  Sven  Svenson,  Watertown, 
Minn.;  Bonnie  Benfield,  Morris,  Minn.; 
Jack  Heywood,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  and  Lyle 
Webster,  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis. 

En  route  home  from  the  Warner  con- 
vention in  New  York,  Bill  Shartin,  Veidt 
“Slugger”  Stewart,  Bob  Coval  and  Gordon 
Simmons  stopped  over  in  Minneapolis  and 
visited  the  Twin  City  Variety  club  . . . 
They’re  branch  managers  at  Seattle,  Port- 
land, Ore.,  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  and  Winni- 
peg, Man.,  respectively.  Shartin  only  re- 
cently was  promoted  from  salesman  here. 
He  told  friends  here  about  the  one-a- 
year  trip  he’ll  make  May  1 to  Alaska  to 
contact  accounts  there. 

United  Artists  still  doing  nicely  on  first- 
runs  in  the  Twin  Cities.  Its  “Stagecoach” 
is  set  for  the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul 
Orpheum  April  14;  “King  of  the  Turf” 
goes  into  the  Gopher  April  7 and  “Topper 
Takes  a Trip”  into  the  Century  same  week. 

Walter  Branson  and  Harry  Michalson, 
RKO  district  and  short  subjects  managers, 
respectively,  were  here  to  address  a Schae- 
fer sales  drive  meeting.  The  local  staff 
was  joined  by  Harold  Wolf  and  Sherman 
Fitch,  Winnipeg,  Man.,  and  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  branch  managers,  respectively.  All 
the  RKO  boys  are  wearing  big  Schaefer 
drive  buttons  on  their  coat  lapels  . . . 
Harold  Johnson,  Universal  branch  mana- 
ger, visited  southern  Minnesota  accounts. 

The  Twin  City  Variety  Club  has  ar- 
ranged for  a $35  special  round  trip  fare 
to  Detroit  and  approximately  35  of  its 
members  will  take  in  the  national  con- 
vention in  Detroit  April  27-29  . . . After 
two  big  weeks  at  the  Century,  “Pygmal- 
ion” has  moved  into  the  World  for  an  in- 
definite extension  of  its  loop  first-run 
and  looks  set  for  a lengthy  engagement. 

Universal  has  no  less  than  five  pictures 
penciled  into  Minneapolis  loop  theatres 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  They’re  “East 
Side  of  Heaven”  (State),  “Three  Smart 
Girls  Grow  Up”  (Century),  “You  Can’t 
Cheat  an  Honest  Man”  (Orpheum)  and 
“Spirit  of  Culver”  (Gopher). 
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Time  Backs  Up  for  a Premiere — 

Copied  from  mi  old  photograph  and  identical  in  every  detail  with  the 
original,  here  is  pictured  a model  of  the  false  front  to  he  used  by  the  Omaha 
Theatre  for  the  world  premiere  of  “Union  Pacific.”  It  is  copied  from  the 
old  Orpheum,  the  first  theatre  in  Omaha. 


Omaha — Omaha’s  plan  to  out-DeMille 
DeMille  with  the  premiere  of  “Union  Pa- 
cific’’ ought  to  do  just  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  Lester  Cowan,  a rival  producer, 
who  with  his  wife  Ann  Ronnell,  visited 
here  briefly  early  last  week. 

“I’d  call  it  an  atmospheric  prologue  in 
which  everyone  participates,’’  said  Cowan 
after  looking  over  the  plans  for  the  pre- 
miere in  the  office  of  Evert  Cummings, 
Tri-States  theatre  district  manager.  “If 
all  big  pictures  received  such  a sendoff, 
we  in  Hollywood  eventually  would  be 
prodded  into  making  them  worthy  of  it.” 

Cowan  is  not  at  all  sure  his  industry 
is  doing  the  best  job  possible.  Too  many 
pictures  and  too  many  theatres  are  re- 
sponsible, he  argues.  With  so  many  films 
the  good  ones  are  sometimes  through  their 
runs  before  the  public  learns  they  are 
good,  he  said. 

Cowan  sees  a bright  sign  on  the  pro- 
ducers’ horizon  in  the  freedom  from  cen- 
sorship that  is  being  brought  about  by 
the  closing  of  foreign  markets.  Pictures 
can  now  be  made  for  American  and  British 
audiences;  “they  do  not  have  to  please 
dictators.” 

Miss  Ronnell  is  a former  Omahan.  She 
is  returning  to  Hollywood  to  do  the  music 
for  the  next  Deanna  Durbin  picture. 


Refuse  Early  Reservations 
For  “Union  Pacific"  Bow 

Omaha — Requests  for  seats  for  the  world 
premiere  of  “Union  Pacific”  are  being 
returned  and  no  reservations  will  be  taken 


until  tickets  are  placed  on  sale,  sometime 
early  in  April,  Evert  Cummings,  Tri-States 
Theatre  Corp.  has  announced. 

Tire  demand  has  been  so  great  already 
that  the  Omaha  would  have  been  filled. 
All  requests  have  been  returned. 

The  Orpheum  and  Paramount  theatres 
will  also  have  the  film  on  April  28  but 
will  be  used  exclusively  for  Union  Pacific 
employes,  who  will  be  here  for  the  three- 
day  celebration.  The  Paramount  will  carry 
the  film  over  the  weekend,  April  29-30, 
for  the  public  as  the  Orpheum  returns 
to  regular  schedule. 


And  Night  Time  Will 
Become  Day  Time 

Omaha  — Downtown  Omaha  wiU  be 
transferred  into  daytime  the  night  of  the 
world  premiere  of  “Union  Pacific”  by  a 
gigantic  battery  of  spotlights,  according 
to  plans  revealed  here. 

From  Hollywood  will  come  12  sun  arcs, 
eight  of  which  will  be  used  at  the  Omaha, 
where  the  public  will  view  the  stars  and 
officials.  Two  will  be  used  at  the  Orpheum 
and  two  at  the  Paramount. 

Twenty  twin  “broads”  will  add  to  the 
spectacle,  12  of  them  at  the  Omaha  and 
four  each  at  the  Orpheum  and  Paramount. 
Sixteen  “inkies,”  split  among  the  three 
houses,  also  will  be  used. 

Special  generating  equipment  to  power 
the  lamps  will  be  sent  from  California. 

Loyal  LaPlant,  former  Publix  scenic 
artist,  will  arrive  here  next  week  to  start 
work  on  the  scenic  displays,  which  will 


include  the  construction  of  a false  front 
on  the  Omaha  and  false  fronts  on  all 
stores  in  the  same  block  to  resemble  the 
1869  period. 

The  Omaha  will  be  converted  to  resem- 
ble the  Omaha  Opera  House,  first  thea- 
tre built  in  the  city.  Two  large  Union  Pa- 
cific railroad  emblems,  35  feet  in  height, 
will  be  placed  above  the  false  front  and 
will  carry  neon  letters,  the  only  modern 
touch  to  the  front. 

Union  Pacific  railroad  officials  an- 
nounced that  a board  of  directors  meet- 
ing, first  to  be  held  outside  of  New  York 
in  the  75-year  history  of  the  railroad,  will 
be  held  here  April  27  in  honor  of  the 
“Golden  Spike  Days”  celebration.  Mem- 
bers of  the  board,  headed  by  W.  A.  Harri- 
man  and  including  many  internationally 
known  industrialists  and  financiers,  will 
come  here  by  special  train  from  New 
York. 

Board  members  will  wear  the  1869  cos- 
tumes of  tall  beaver  hats,  beards  and 
frock  coats  when  they  board  the  train. 
Carl  R.  Gray,  former  Union  Pacific  presi- 
dent and  Omaha  resident  and  now  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board,  is  among  those 
expected. 

Irregular  Film  Fans  See 
"I'm  From  Missouri" 

Kansas  City — “I’m  Prom  Missouri,” 
world-premiering  at  the  Newman  here,  is 
getting  out  the  same  kind  of  audience 
that  the  pictures  of  Will  Rogers  used  to 
attract:  people  who  are  not  regular  film 
patrons. 

The  picture  is  doing  for  the  Newman 
the  biggest  business  since  “Wells  Fargo,” 
which  played  over  a year  ago  during  the 
holidays  at  increased  prices.  It  is  play- 
ing to  more  people  than  “Wells  Fargo.” 


Hollander  Quits  M-G-M 

Minneapolis — Steve  Hollander,  M-G-M 
booker,  has  resigned  to  return  to  New 
York  and  engage  in  the  furniture  business. 
He  will  be  replaced  by  Verne  Smith  who 
comes  to  Minneapolis  from  Milwaukee. 


Joe  Behan  Back  on  Job 

Minneapolis — Joe  Behan,  Warner  Bros, 
head  booker,  has  recovered  from  a bad 
attack  of  flu  and  is  back  on  the  job.  He 
was  out  for  a week. 


To  “Give  Me  a Child" 

Hollywood — Warner  has  given  Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald  a new  term  acting  contract 
and  a role  in  “Give  Me  a Child.” 


Whisker  Contest 
Now  in  Oiling 

Omaha — So  fast  is  the  beard-grow- 
ing fad  developing  in  Omaha,  started 
to  publicize  the  world  premiere  of 
"Union  Pacific"  April  28,  that  a city- 
wide whisker  contest  may  be  staged. 
Already  several  large  stores  and  man- 
ufacturing plants  have  offered  $50  in 
prizes  to  employes  with  the  longest, 
blackest,  lightest  and  fuzziest  set  of 
whiskers. 
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REMODELING  ACTIVIH  LEADS  THE  THEATRE 
CONSTRDCTION  FIELD  IN  PITTSBDRGH  AREA 


Independents  and  Chains 
Alike  Keep  Up  Pace 
In  Expanding 

Pittsburgh  — Activity  in  theatre  con- 
struction and  remodeling  continues  in  the 
local  area. 

At  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  a former  garage 
building  has  been  remodeled  into  a 500- 
seat  capacity  theatre  which  will  be  ready 
for  opening  at  early  date.  Owner  is  Edgar 
E.  Shaffer,  former  theatre  manager  for  the 
Lipsie-Manos  theatres.  Building  altera- 
tions and  additions  were  designed  by  Pos- 
ter M.  Garrinon  of  Apollo  and  the  gen- 
eral contracting  is  in  the  hands  of  J.  M. 
Hilliard  of  Harrisville.  Estimated  cost  is 
$15,000. 

Preliminary  plans  are  in  progress  pend- 
ing approval  for  improvements  and  re- 
pairs of  the  old  Strand  theatre  building 
at  Broadway,  Farrell,  Pa.,  for  the  Urling 
& Davis  circuit. 

A theatre  building  is  under  construction 
at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  for  Frank  C.  Fore- 
man of  that  city,  the  lessee  being  Frank 
Ponton  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.  Structure 
on  W.  King  street  is  being  altered  for  the 
theatre  which  will  have  a 450-seating 
capacity.  Plans  were  prepared  by  A.  J. 
Klinkhart,  architect  of  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Stewart  Perry  of  Martinsburg  has  the 
general  contract.  Estimated  cost  is  $40,000. 

At  Trafford  City,  Pa.,  Rocco  and  War- 
ren, merchants,  are  building  a new  550- 
seat  theatre. 

Bids  were  accepted  this  week  at  Graf- 
ton, W.  Va.,  for  a new  theatre  at  Main 
and  St.  Johns  streets,  for  L.  C.  Phillips  of 
502  W.  Main  street.  Part  one  and  two 
story  building  will  be  of  brick,  steel  and 
concrete,  with  two  store  rooms.  Of  sta- 
dium type  elevation,  with  no  balcony, 
seating  capacity  will  be  700.  Edw.  J. 
Wood  and  son,  of  Clarksburg,  are  the 
architects. 

Word  comes  from  Spencer,  W.  Va.,  that 
H.  H.  Robey,  veteran  exhibitor,  will  con- 
struct a new  theatre  there.  Operator  of 
the  Robey  Theatre,  he  is  reported  building 
a modern  450-seat  house. 

Charles  H.  Sorber,  Greensburg,  Pa., 
architect,  had  new  plans  ready  for  figur- 
ing this  week  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  theatre  on  the  site  of  the  Princess 
Theatre,  Jeannette,  Pa.  New  plans  are 
for  a brick  and  tile  two-story  building  with 
part  basement,  61x140  feet.  With  balcony, 
seating  capacity  will  be  1,000.  Air  con- 
ditioning and  heating  systems  are  in- 
cluded in  the  plans.  Oliver  A.  Kihchel  is 
owner  of  the  Princess  Theatre  on  5th 
street.  Initial  drawings  and  sketches  for 
this  veteran  exhibitor  were  discarded  sev- 
eral months  ago  and  the  new  plans  are 
both  feasible  and  modern.  It  is  expected 
that  work  will  be  under  way  at  an  early 
date.  Estimated  cost  of  the  project  ex- 
clusive of  equipments  is  $80,000. 


Reports  of  long  standing  persist  that 
the  Manos  Theatre  Circuit  will  go  ahead 
on  construction  of  a modern  theatre  at 
Jeannette,  Pa.  Michael  Manos,  president 
of  this  organization,  has  owned  a pro- 
perty there  for  many  years  and  has  con- 
templated building  a theatre  at  Jeannette 
for  a long  period.  He  had  plans  for  a 
theatre  there  last  summer.  The  new  pro- 
jected plans  call  for  a 900-seat  house  and 
it  is  the  expectations  of  the  circuit  execu- 
tive to  have  the  Jeannette  Theatre  open 
by  September. 

Walter  B.  Urling’s  new  Alpine  Theatre, 
Hundred,  W.  Va.,  is  scheduled  for  opening 
next  Saturday. 

Main  Theatre,  Sharpsburg,  Pa.,  will  be 
modernized  and  a new  front  and  marquee 
will  be  installed. 

Blatt  Brothers’  Denman  Theatre,  Gir- 
ard, Pa.,  vidll  be  closed  for  several  weeks 
for  renovation  and  installation  of  new 
modern  front  and  marquee. 

A1  Glazer  recently  opened  his  new  Park- 
way Theatre,  McKees  Rocks,  Pa.  The 
old  theatre  was  practically  torn  apart  to 
make  way  for  the  modernization.  Cost 
was  upwards  of  $50,000. 

Pitt  Theatre,  Bedford,  Pa.,  was  opened 
several  weeks  ago  by  H.  R.  Cromwell, 
veteran  operator  of  the  Bedford  Theatre 
there. 

Mungello  Bros,  announce  that  the  Mary 
Ann  Theatre,  Burgettstown,  Pa.,  destroyed 
by  fire  several  months  ago,  will  be  rebuilt. 

Pearl  Theatre,  Castle  Shannon,  Pa.,  is 
being  remodeled  for  an  early  opening. 
Dean  McCloskey  will  manage. 

Remodeling  is  planned  by  the  Palace, 
Erie,  Pa.,  and  the  Majestic,  Philipsburg, 
Pa. 

State  Theatre,  Library,  Pa.,  destroyed 
by  fire  three  weeks  ago,  will  be  remodeled 
at  once,  according  to  George  P.  and  Ger- 
ard J.  Geinzer,  owners.  Only  the  walls 
were  left  standing  following  the  fire. 

It  is  expected  that  work  on  rebuilding 
the  Strand  Theatre,  Carson  street,  Pitts- 
burgh, will  be  under  way  soon.  The  audi- 
torium was  gutted  by  fire  several  months 
ago.  Several  exhibitors,  including  large 
circuits,  have  been  negotiating  with  the 


Entertainment 
Before  Law 

Pittsburgh — This  city  had  an  estab- 
lished house  of  entertainment  before 
law  and  order  came  to  the  community. 

This  was  made  known  last  week 
when  common  pleas  court  observed  its 
sesqui-centennial.  Scanning  the  court's 
first  docket.  Judge  Ralph  H.  Smith  dis- 
closed the  first  court  was  held  150 
years  ago  this  month  in  William  Ir- 
win's House  of  Entertainment.  The 
court  was  later  moved  to  John  Reed's 
"Sign  of  the  Waggon." 


Greatest  Activity  Centers 
In  Surrounding  Towns 
Rather  Than  Pitt 


owner,  but  no  deal  has  been  struck  to 
date. 

Nemo  Theatre,  Pitcairn,  Pa.,  reopened 
recently  after  a forced  closing  of  ten  days 
for  repair  of  equipments  and  remodeling 
of  property  following  a fire,  according  to 
J.  B.  “Pop”  Kane,  owner. 

There  are  rumors  of  a new  theatre  for 
Waynesburg,  Pa.,  the  interested  party  be- 
ing J.  Ullom,  druggist  of  that  city. 

Liberty  Theatre,  Mercer,  Pa.,  remodeled 
and  newly  decorated  a year  ago  and  de- 
stroyed by  fire  a week  ago,  likely  will  be 
rebuilt.  The  theatre  on  Courthouse 
Square  was  operated  by  the  Blatt  Bros. 
Circuit. 

Ellsworth  Theatre,  Ellsworth,  Pa.,  re- 
cently acquired  by  John  and  Werner 
Lund,  is  being  extensively  remodeled  and 
modernized. 

Lampros  Bros,  of  Farrell,  Pa.,  have  pur- 
chased a property  for  the  construction  of 
a theatre  at  New  Brighton,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  plans  for  a new  house  at  Wellsville, 
Ohio. 

Warners  are  opening  an  old  remodeled 
theatre  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

A new  theatre  is  under  construction  at 
Stoneboro,  Pa. 

Rebuilding  of  the  Colonial  Theatre,  Far- 
rell, Pa.,  badly  damaged  by  fire  some 
months  ago,  is  being  rushed  for  opening 
Easter  Sunday,  according  to  the  Lampros 
Bros. 

Avalon  Theatre,  Montgomery,  W.  Va., 
gutted  by  fire  several  months  ago,  has 
been  reopened  after  extensive  remodeling 
and  installation  of  attractive  decorations 
and  modern  fixtures.  Paul  V.  McKay  of 
Kay  ton  Theatres,  Inc.,  supervised  the  re- 
modeling. 

Reports  here  have  it  that  Audley  Shep- 
pard is  building  a new  theatre  at  Smith- 
ton,  Pa. 

Matteo  Faenza  has  purchased  the  old 
Liberty  Theatre  property  at  Bentleyville, 
Pa.,  and  he  expects  to  remodel  and  mod- 
ernize this  building  during  the  summer. 

A new  theatre  is  planned  at  Sharon, 
Pa.,  by  Louis  Shafran  on  E.  State  St. 

There  has  been  talk  in  recent  weeks  of 
a new  theatre  for  Ebensburg,  Pa. 

Lawrence  Lowstetter  reopened  the  Vox, 
Greensboro,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday.  The 
auditorium  had  been  gutted  by  fire  on 
Washington’s  Birthday.  Seats,  drapes, 
carpets  and  screen  were  replaced  and  the 
auditorium  was  otherwise  renovated  and 
repaired. 

Liberty  Theatre,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  suf- 
fered but  slight  damage  due  to  a booth 
fire  Monday.  Projection  equipment  was 
damaged  and  film  was  destroyed  but 
physical  repair  was  made  immediately  and 
the  theatre  was  opened  the  next  day 
with  new  heads  and  other  fixtures. 
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Pennsyl vania  ' 'Equal  Righ  is  " 
Law  Contains  More  Teeth 


Appeal  Chain  Tax 
Ruling  in  Penn. 


Pittsburgh — Revision  of  the  penal  laws 
of  Pennsylvania  contains  an  “equal  righ  s” 
section  which  is  more  drastic  than  the 
equal  rights  law  of  several  years  ago. 

The  complete  measure  is  an  act  (H-389  ) 
to  consolidate,  amend  and  revise  the  penal 
laws  and  is  known  as  “The  Penal  Code” 
bill,  introduced  by  Messrs.  Atkins  and 
Brunner  jr. 

Particular  section  which  has  to  do  with 
“discrimination  on  account  of  race  or  color” 
is  Section  658.  This  act  would  establish 
fines  of  from  $100  to  $500  for  conviction 
on  such  “discrimination”  charges,  or  would 
establish  imprisonment  sentences  of  from 
30  days  to  90  days,  or  both. 

Other  sections  of  the  penal  code  act, 
which  contains  357  pages  with  1,201  sec- 
tions, which  refers  directly  or  indirectly 
to  theatres,  include: 

Sec.  529 — Those  who  advertise  an  in- 
decent show  are  guilty  of  a misdemeanor: 
fine  is  from  $25  to  $300. 

Sec.  646 — Minors,  under  15  years  of  age, 
forbidden  employment  at  theatres,  dance 
houses  and  saloons;  fine  of  $50  to  $100 
for  each  offense,  imposed  upon  those  hav- 
ing care  or  custody  of  such  minor. 

Sec.  649 — Children,  ages  from  eight 
years  to  14  years,  denied  right  to  attend 
theatres  during  school  hours;  fine  for  first 
offense,  $10;  subsequent  offenses  estab- 
lishes fine  of  $25  or  one  day  in  jail  for 
each  dollar  of  fine  and  costs  imposed. 

Sec.  682 — Ticket  scalping  or  bartering 
illegal;  fine  of  $50  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  three  months,  or  both. 

Sec.  699.8 — Employment  on  Sunday  not 
authorized  by  law  defined  and  $4  fine  im- 
posed, or  6 days’  imprisonment. 

Sec.  880 — Public  presentation  for  profit 
of  unpublished  dramas  and  musical  com- 
positions without  consent  of  authors  es- 
tablished as  a misdemeanor;  fines  of  from 


$10  to  $500  imposed,  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  three  months,  or  both. 

Sec.  932 — Defacing  show  bills  and  all  ad- 
vertising before  date  of  advertised  perform- 
ance defined  as  a misdemeanor  and  upon 
conviction  carries  a fine  of  from  $25  to 
$100. 

Sec.  933 — Fines  of  from  $5  to  $20  es- 
tablished for  the  posting  of  advertisements 
on  property  of  another  without  written 
consent  of  owner  or  tenant. 

The  penal  code  act  is  before  the  com- 
mittee on  judiciary  special. 

Other  Bills  in  Hopper 

In  addition  to  the  several  dozen  acts 
already  published  by  title  or  identifica- 
tion in  former  issues  of  Boxoffice,  the 
following  new  measures  have  been  intro- 
duced into  the  general  assembly  at  Har- 
risburg ; 

H-493  (Skale),  amending  “Sunday  Ten- 
nis Act”  of  1935  by  extending  provisions 
to  ice  hockey  and  other  games,  sports  and 
exhibitions  played,  performed  or  present- 
ed on  ice.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
law  and  order. 

H-495  (Schrope  and  Downey),  relating 
to  seizure  of  gambling  machines  or  de- 
vices; requiring  inventory  of  all  moneys 
and  articles  seized,  and  imposing  penalty. 
Before  committee  on  judiciary  special. 

H-503  (Rosenfeld),  requiring  the  name 
of  person  preparing  pamphlets,  posters, 
hand  bills,  etc.,  to  be  posted  on  same. 
Now  being  studied  by  committee  on  judi- 
ciary special. 

H-517  (Knoble),  another  act  which 
would  license  decorators,  painters,  etc.  Be- 
fore committee  on  professional  licensure. 

H-531  (Holland),  further  regulating 
wrestling  and  boxing  matches  and  exhibi- 
tions. Referred  to  the  committee  on  state 
government. 

H-542  (Snyder) , another  act  taxing  own- 


Harrisburg — An  appeal  from  a Dauphin 
county  court  decision  invalidating  the 
graduated  chain  store  and  theatre  tax 
levy  enacted  by  the  1937  legislature  was 
filed  this  week  with  the  state  supreme  court 
by  Atty.  Gen.  Claude  T.  Reno. 

Petition  for  the  appeal  was  drawn  by 
John  Y.  Scott  who  as  deputy  attorney  gen- 
eral argued  for  validity  of  the  $l-to-$500- 
a-year  levy  in  the  lower  court.  He  stressed 
the  U.  S.  supreme  court  decisions  uphold- 
ing chain  store  taxes  imposed  by  Florida, 
West  Virginia,  Indiana  and  Louisiana.  Gov. 
Arthur  H.  James  authorized  the  appeal. 

If  upheld  by  the  high  court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, additional  revenue  in  the  amount  of 
$2,250,000,000  a year  would  be  gained  for 
the  commonwealth. 

A companion  act  to  the  chain  tax  car- 
ried a clause  repealing  itself  in  event  the 
tax  was  declared  unconstitutional  by  the 
courts.  Under  that  clause,  more  than 
$500,000  has  been  yielded  and  has  been 
held  in  the  treasury. 


ers  of  all  lawful  coin  or  token  operated 
vending  machines. 


Herrington  and  Brown  at 
Legislative  Sessions 
Pittsburgh — Fred  J.  Herrington,  MPTO 
secretary,  and  William  L.  Brown,  chair- 
man of  the  local  MPTO’s  legislative  com- 
mittee, were  in  Harrisburg  this  week  with 
reference  to  various  legislative  problems. 
Brown  has  made  several  such  trips  there 
contacting  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly in  the  interest  of  defeating  the 
admission  tax  bill. 


MPTO  Bulletin  Urges  Need 
For  Exhibitor  Support 

Pittsburgh  — An  MPTO  bulletin  this 
week  advised  exhibitors  of  Pennsylvania 
regarding  legislative  matters,  as  follows, 
in  full: 

“By  this  time  ycu  know  that  an  ad- 
mission tax  bill  has  been  introduced  in 
the  state  legislature  at  Harrisburg.  No 
doubt  organized  labor  will  introduce  a 
number  of  bills,  as  in  the  past.  You  can 
expect  the  bill  demanding  two  men  in  the 
booth,  also  a certified  electrician  in  charge 
of  your  lighting  system.  Tliere  is  also 
a possibility  of  a minimum  wage  law  for 
this  state.  The  criminal  code  containing 
an  equal  rights  bill  more  drastic  than  the 
previous  one,  has  been  introduced. 

“Your  interests  in  these  matters  are  be- 
ing guarded  by  this  organization  and  our 
committee  is  on  the  job  now  as  it  always 
has  been.  It  may  need  ammunition  to 
fire  the  guns,  and  you  must  be  prepared  to 
supply  it.” 


RKO  Signs  Edward  Ellis 

Hollywood  — Edward  Ellis  will  make 
three  pictures  for  RKO  by  terms  of  a re- 
cent contract.  He  goes  first  in  “Career,” 
forthcoming  Robert  Sisk  production. 


At  the  Warner  Convention — 

Waldorf-Astoria  shot  of  W.  C.  Mansell,  manager  of  the  Philadelphia  War- 
ner branch;  Lester  Kruger,  of  the  theatre  department,  and  Harry  Seed, 
Pittsburgh  manager. 
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Retrial  Is  Sought 
In  Michigan  Deal 

Detroit — A motion  seeking  a new  trial 
in  the  settlement  of  finances  on  the  Mich- 
igan Theatre  building  has  been  filed  in 
the  state  supreme  court  by  Mrs.  William 
T.  Livingston  through  her  attorney,  John 
W.  Langs. 

The  original  settlement,  approved  by 
the  circuit  court  last  September,  gave 
Michigan  investors  about  $60,000  on  a 
$2,000,000  investment.  Langs,  in  his  peti- 
tion for  a new  trial,  charges  “fantastic 
financing  and  inflated  appraisals”  were 
employed  in  financing  the  original  securi- 
ties involved  and  asks  an  investigation  into 
the  part  played  by  the  Guardian  Trust 
Co.  in  the  transaction. 

The  Michigan,  one  of  the  city’s  two  larg- 
est theatres,  is  operated  by  the  UDT  circuit. 


Atlas  Theatre  Opening  in 
Detroit  Set  March  25 

Detroit — The  new  Atlas  Theatre  on  Ply- 
mouth Road,  under  construction  for  Stan- 
ley Oleszkowicz,  who  also  operates  the 
Stanley  Theatre,  is  expected  to  be  ready 
for  opening  on  March  25.  A preview  for 
the  trade  is  planned  for  the  day  preceding 
the  opening  to  the  public. 

The  decorating  is  being  done  by  Anthony 
Eugiano  of  Detroit.  Stage  draperies  are 
being  supplied  by  the  Mork-Green  Studios. 
RCA  is  installing  the  sound  equipment, 
and  the  McArthur  Theatre  Equipment  Co. 
is  installing  the  projectors  and  other 
equipment. 

The  marquee,  to  be  instalied  by  General 
Electric  Sign  Co.,  is  unique  in  theatre  mar- 
quees. On  top  of  the  marquee  is  a re- 
volving bali,  three  feet  in  diameter,  de- 
picting an  Atlas  of  the  World,  the  back- 
ground in  blue  and  the  continents  in  gold. 
The  marquee  is  stainless  steel  trimmed. 

Windsor  Day  at  Variety 
Draws  Good  Attendance 

Detroit  — Windsor  Day  at  the  Variety 
Ciub  here  drew  a good  attendance  of 
filmites  and  guests. 

Speakers  were  Father  Murphy,  director 
of  the  Christian  Culture  Series  at  As- 
sumption College,  Windsor,  who  talked  on 
“The  Ignorance  of  the  Educated,”  and 
Val  Clare,  news  editor  of  Station  CKLW, 
who  discussed  world  problems. 


Quick  Service 

Detroit — When  booth  equipment  of  the 
Delray  Theatre  here  was  destroyed  by  fire 
recently,  it  took  a crew  of  NTS  workmen 
iess  than  24  hours  to  re-equip  the  house 
for  operation. 


Joins  20th-Fox  Writers 

Hollywood  — Elizabeth  Meehan  has 
joined  the  writing  staff  of  20th  Century- 
Fox. 


C.  BECKER,  manager  of  American  Seat- 
ing Co.,  reports  the  company  will  start 
installation  of  new  Bodiform  chairs  in  Ben 
J.  Cohn’s  Senate  Theatre  on  April  2 . . . 
Mrs.  James  Sharkey  and  Eddie  Heiber  are 
on  the  sick  list  . . . Art  Robinson  of  the 
Variety  Weifare  Committee  is  putting  on 
shows  for  shut-ins  at  St.  Joseph’s  Mercy 
Hospital  and  at  the  St.  Francis  Home  for 
Boys  this  week.  Robinson  has  just  in- 
stalied new  RCA  Photophone  equipment  in 
his  Odeon  Theatre. 

Leona  Stoia,  11-year-old  daughter  of 
Joseph  Stoia,  owner  of  a chain  of  thea- 
tres in  Detroit  and  the  suburbs,  was  mar- 
ried March  12  to  Joseph  Dikoff  of  Dear- 
born, Mich. 

Syd  Taube,  executive  of  the  Canadian 
affiliate  of  Confection  Cabinet  Corp.,  and 
Mrs.  Taube  were  visitors  from  Toronto, 
spending  several  days  in  territory  around 
Windsor,  Ont.  . . . Mrs.  Hal  Burriss  is 
in  Florida.  Hal  came  back  here  a few  days 
ago  to  run  the  business. 

Charles  C.  Perry  was  in  Chicago  several 
days  on  business  . . . Cem  Merritt  of  the 
Palace,  Windsor,  is  leaving  for  Florida. 
Cem,  incidentally,  gets  a real  break  when 
the  King  and  Queen  come  over  next  sum- 
mer. Their  official  parade  goes  right  by 
his  theatre  . . .Mrs.  Nat  Levy,  wife  of  the 
RKO  district  manager,  is  now  in  Florida. 

Lee  Robins  of  the  Fox  Dansonettes  is 
still  confined  to  her  home  with  a con- 
cussion resulting  from  a fail  into  the 
footlights  the  opening  night  of  the  Snow 
White  Ballet.  The  Dansonettes  lost  an- 
other girl  this  week  because  of  fiu  . . . 
Abe  Fisher,  new  Universal  salesman,  is 
planning  to  bring  his  wife  here  from  Chi- 
cago. Their  22-year-old  daughter,  who 
works  in  Chicago,  may  remain  there. 

Max  Blumenthal  is  getting  so  famous 
they’re  talking  about  him  on  the  radio, 
he  says  . . . Frank  Wetsman  rates  as  “the 
handsome  brute”  . . . Nat  Levy  and  Hal 
Burriss  are  practicing  up  on  a Bergen 
and  McCarthy  act. 

Mrs.  Jack  Krass  writes  from  Florida  she 
is  enjoying  the  Miami  sun.  Hubby  reports 
business  off  at  the  three  houses  he  is  run- 
ning here  . . . Censor  Joseph  Kollar  is 
becoming  active  in  the  Polar  Bears  (vet- 
erans association),  while  his  associate. 
Censor  Charles  Snyder,  is  now  a member 
of  Washington  Post  of  the  Legion. 

Emil  H.  Beck,  independent  booker,  is 
expecting  to  add  some  new  upstate  houses 
following  a trip  through  that  territory  . . . 
Elmer  Zuehlke,  general  manager  of  the 
Cassidy  circuit,  is  in  Florida  where  his 
brother  Melvin  of  Saginaw  and  wife  are 
joining  him.  Their  father,  A.  E.  Zuehlke, 
returned  from  there  last  week. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michaei  J.  Char  got  have 
returned  from  a week’s  stay  at  Kemper 
Military  Academy,  Boonville,  Mo.,  where 
they  visited  their  two  sons  . . . Emil  H. 
Beck  is  all  excited  about  the  visit  of  De- 
Mille’s  old  U.  P.  train  here  in  April.  Beck 
himself  is  a leading  spirit  in  the  Model 


Railroad  Builders  and  is  promoting  a series 
of  trips  for  railroad  and  hobby  fans  to 
various  cities  of  interest  . . . Lee  Elman, 
formerly  Variety  correspondent  here,  is 
now  booker  at  Del-Ray  offices. 

J.  O.  Brooks,  Butterfield  executive,  is 
confined  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  . . . Jake 
Hirschfield  and  Charles  W.  Snyder  have 
a standing  debate  as  to  whether  they  are 
basses  or  tenors  . . . Detective  Ed  Hieks, 
censor,  had  a chance  to  reminisee  over 
his  old  minstrel  days  with  Dean  Yokum 
this  week. 

Jack  Pennick,  bit  player  and  the  bar- 
tender in  Wanger’s  “Stagecoach,”  got  a 
whole  column  in  the  Free  Press  . . . 
Harold  Robinson  and  Charles  Snyder  have 
returned  from  Florida  . . . Robinson  with 
the  best  coat  of  tan  yet  imported  from  the 
southland. 

Bob  Fisher  is  getting  ready  to  distribute 
a new  film  and  it  won’t  be  a fight  film 
this  time!  . . . Carl  Buermele  and  Jcwk 
Stewart  are  practicing  new  terpsiehorean 
specialties  of  their  own  . . . Max  Blumen- 
thal arranged  a special  ten-act  vaudeville 
show  with  the  aid  of  Variety  members  for 
the  Junior  Consumptive  Relief  Society. 

A1  Dezel,  roadshow  promoter,  has  re- 
turned to  Chicago,  leaving  his  local  of- 
fice in  charge  of  Don  Shields  . . . War- 
ren and  Ml’S.  Slee  have  returned  from 
Florida  where  they  saw  “Tarzan”  being 
filmed  and  were  dinner  guests  of  Johnny 
Weissmuller. 

Jack  Saxe,  Monogram  treasurer,  is  on 
the  siek  list  . . . Moe  Dudelson  and  Syd 
Bowman  are  planning  to  give  the  UA  office 
staff  a course  in  mathematics  . . . John 
Flynn  and  Frank  J.  Downey  were  in  Chi- 
cago March  19  for  an  M-G-M  sales  con- 
vention. 

Lester  Sturm  is  leading  the  20th-Fox 
crew  to  Chicago  for  a three-day  con- 
vention March  29  . . . Charles  A.  Garner, 
roadshow  distributor,  has  moved  to  the 
first  floor  of  the  Film  Exchange,  sharing 
space  with  Oliver  Theatre  Supply. 

Louis  Stavalie,  manager  of  Jack  Krass’ 
Dix  Theatre,  is  getting  so  he  dreams  of 
(Continued  on  page  90) 


I WANT  TO  BUY 

rent  or  lease 
A DETROIT  THEATRE 

Must  be  good  money-maker. 

Up  to  1500  seats. 

Can  pay  cash  or  give  ample  security 
for  lease. 

JOSEPH  D.  BROWN 

2984  Tuxedo  Ave.  Detroit 

Phone  Townsend  5-9350 
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CIMCIMMAini 

IMPORTANT  changes  this  week  on  the 

Row  moved  Ralph  Kinsler,  franchise 
holder  for  Trailer-made  Service,  into  War- 
ner’s managership,  succeeding  A1  Schmit- 
kin,  transferred  to  the  San  Francisco  of- 
fice. Trailer-made  Service  was  taken  over 
by  Maurice  Chase  of  Chase  Pictm'es.  Chick 
Weinberg,  United  Artists  booker,  resigned 
to  travel  West  Virginia  for  Max  Margolis 
at  Republic:  and  Mitchell  Blackschlaeger 
resigned  from  Big  Features  Rights  to  join 
UA  as  booker. 

St.  Paddy’s  day  loas  fittingly  celebrated 
by  many  filmites.  Joe  Oulalian  of  Para- 
mount, Paul  Sullivan  and  Joe  Rolling  were 
seen  at  the  Irish  Fellowship  come-all-ye. 

Everett  Athey,  manager-owner  of  the 
Fairmount  Theatre,  died  following  pneu- 
monia. Athey  is  a brother-in-law  to  Pete 
Niland  of  Columbia.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
E.  C.  McQuay,  New  Holland  Theatre  own- 
er, also  passed  away. 

Joe  Oulahan  announced  the  Queen  City 
Variety  Club  has  pledged  to  assume  the 
milk  and  dairy  bill  for  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
a charitable  institution.  The  pledge 
amounts  to  several  thousand  dollars  yearly. 

Col.  Paul  Krieger,  manager  of  Universal, 
was  called  from  the  road  to  attend  the 
bedside  of  Mrs.  Krieger,  who  underwent 
an  emergency  operation  at  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan Hospital.  Gordon  Krieger,  their 
son,  was  dismissed  from  the  hospital  only 
the  day  before,  following  a prolonged  ill- 
ness from  arthritis.  Mrs.  Krieger  is  com- 
ing along  nicely. 

Ross  Spencer  also  underwent  an  appen- 
dectomy and  is  on  the  high  road  to  re- 
covery. Good  word  comes  that  Rudy 
Rnoepfle,  Republic,  will  be  released  from 
Miami  Valley  Hospital,  Dayton,  within 
three  weeks. 

New  seats  are  being  installed  in  RKO 
Palace  and  Shubert  theatres  . . . Para- 
mount’s auditor,  Tom  Bennett,  is  here  . . . 
S.  Goldman,  Sack  Amusement  Co.,  Chi- 
cago, was  a visitor  at  Big  Features  . . . 
M-G-M’s  auditor,  William  Marsh  left  for 
Toledo  and  Cleveland. 

Metro’s  entire  force  left  on  the  midnight 
train  March  18  for  the  annual  convention. 
It  is  generally  predicted  that  the  local 
office  is  winner  in  the  general  efficiency 
contest  . . . Columbia  is  also  finishing  in 
the  money  m their  Personal  Achievement 
campaign. 

Esther  Shedd  has  been  added  to  the 
M-G-M  personnel  . . . Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Martin  of  Gloucester  visited  the  Row  this 
week.  Phil  Chakeres  was  in. 


Now  An  Office  in  Cleveland 

Hollywood  Advertising  Co. 

FLAGS  - BANNERS  - VALANCES 

403  Film  Bldg. — PRospect  4583 
AL  SUNSHINE 


P.  J.  Wood  Attends 

Parley  on  Relief 
• 

Columbus — Independent  Tlieatre  Own- 
ers of  Ohio  members,  represented  'oy  P.  J. 
Wood,  secretary,  participated  in  the  state- 
wide Inter-Organization  Conference  here 
to  discuss  the  problem  of  state  relief 
funds  and  how  to  meet  coming  needs  with- 
out new  or  increased  taxes. 

Exhibitors  are  attempting  to  prevent  an 
increase  of  the  three  per  cent  state  ad- 
missions tax  at  this  session  of  the  legis- 
lature. 


Ohio  Sales  Tax  Trailer 
For  Houses  in  State 

Columbus — A trailer,  featuring  Gov. 
John  W.  Bricker,  will  be  prepared  by  the 
Ohio  ITO  for  release  to  theatres  through- 
out the  state  to  acquaint  the  public  with 
the  general  purpose  of  the  Ward  bill,  re- 
cently passed  by  both  state  houses  and 
signed  by  the  governor. 

The  measure  provides  for  redemption 
of  used  sales  tax  receipts  by  charitable, 
religious,  educational  and  fraternal  or- 
ganizations at  three  per  cent  of  face  value. 

Following  the  governor’s  talk,  there  will 
be  a running  commentary  on  the  working 
system  of  the  law  and  a series  of  photo- 
montages showing  the  story  on  the  screen. 
The  seal  of  Ohio  will  appear  at  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end. 

P.  J.  Wood,  ITO  executive  secretary, 
has  asked  the  chains  to  use  the  trailers 
as  well  as  independent  houses.  The  Ohio 
Council  of  Retail  Merchants  and  other 
state  groups  are  working  with  the  ITO 
in  sponsoring  the  trailer. 


Matinee  Book  Reviews 
Tried  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland — Marvin  Samuelson,  mana- 
ger of  Warner’s  Colony  Theatre,  is  step- 
ping out  with  an  entirely  new  idea,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  increase  his  Wednes- 
day matinee  business.  Starting  last  Wed- 
nesday, and  continuing  as  long  as  it  proves 
valuable.  Manager  Samuelson  is  offering, 
without  added  cost  to  the  patron,  a book 
review  given  by  someone  of  prominence 
in  the  field  of  literature.  First  review 
was  given  by  Dr.  Joseph  Remenyi,  pro- 
fessor of  English  at  Cleveland  College. 
He  opened  the  series  with  a review  of 
George  Duhamel’s  novel,  “Salavin.”  The 
'cock  reviews  start  each  week  at  2 p.  m. 
and  are  immediately  followed  by  the  cur- 
rent screen  attraction.  It’s  all  offered  for 
the  regular  price  of  admission. 

Tire  Colony  Tlieatre,  de  luxe  motion  pic- 
ture theatre,  is  located  in  the  heart  of 
the  highly  selective  residential  Shaker 
Heights. 


Diehl  Now  Casino 

Claysburg,  Pa. — William  Nidetch,  who 
recently  renovated  the  Diehl  Theatre,  has 
changed  the  name  of  the  house  to  the 
Casino. 


^ILTON  HARRIS  was  guest  of  honor  at 
a luncheon  at  the  Statler  Hotel  last 
Wednesday  when  Eugene  Kelly,  Statler 
manager,  assembled  20  of  Milt’s  friends  to 
celebrate  his  fifth  anniversary  as  pub- 
licity director  of  Loew’s  Theatres  here. 

E.  C.  Dice,  assistant  manager  at  Schine’s 
Wooster  Theatre,  has  been  pinch-hitting 
for  Ed  Mott  who  joined  the  army  of  flu 
sufferers  . . . Kroger  Babb,  formerly  with 
the  Chakeres  circuit  in  Springfield,  has 
changed  his  address  to  Bellefontaine  where 
he  occupies  the  chair  of  press  agent  for 
the  Schine  circuit.  Robert  Armstrong,  who 
hails  from  the  Grand  National  studios  in 
Hollywood,  now  hands  out  the  Chakeres 
publicity. 

Rudy  Knoepfle,  Cincinnati  sales  repre- 
sentative for  Republic  Pictures,  is  receiv- 
ing his  mail  at  the  Miami  Valley  Hospital 
where  he  was  taken  after  a bad  automo- 
bile accident. 

Leonard  Mishkind,  Republic  booker  in 
Cleveland,  is  wearing  that  broad  smile  be- 
cause he  got  through  his  third  year  law 
exams  with  flying  colors.  Leonard  is  tak- 
ing a five-year  law  course  at  Cleveland 
College  during  his  spare  moments. 

Art  Simon  and  his  partner,  M.  M. 
Jacobs,  are  dolling  up  their  Lorain  Thea- 
tre on  the  installment  plan.  They  have 
completed  installation  of  new  sound  equip- 
ment and  projectors.  Later  in  the  spring 
they  will  remodel  the  entire  house. 

Sidney  Schoen,  salesman  for  Lake  Shore 
Sales  Co.,  is  resuming  where  he  left  off 
several  weeks  ago  when  he  had  an  auto 
accident  just  outside  of  Mansfield  . . . 
Herman  Smith  of  the  Ridge  has  signed 
up  to  use  the  Coulter  Premium  giveaways 
. . . Stanley  Sodenberg  has  resigned  as 
Grand  National  booker. 

Jack  Sogg,  M-G-M  city  salesman  who 
had  the  local  film  colony  worried  last 
week,  is  reported  out  of  danger,  although 
he  is  not  receiving  visitors  at  Charity 
Hospital  as  yet. 

Frank  Drew,  Metro  branch  manager, 
Charles  C.  Deardourff,  exploitation  head, 
and  salesmen  Eddie  Brauer  and  “Buck” 
Stoner,  attended  the  company  convention 
in  Chicago  over  the  weekend.  Office  man- 
agers, bookers,  auditors  and  checking  sup- 
ervisors will  have  a convention  all  their 
own  at  a later  date. 

Fred  Holzworth  reports  that  his  patrons 
at  the  Detroit  Theatre  are  delighted  vidth 
the  fur  coats  they  received  in  his  fur  coat 
giveaway  deal  in  which  the  neighborhood 
merchants  participate  by  displaying  the 
coats  and  distributing  numbered  coupons 
with  each  purchase. 

Myer  Fine  of  Associated  Circuit  finally 
got  away  for  his  vacation  in  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  delayed  when  his  1^-month-old  son 
was  stricken  with  pneumonia  from  which, 
fortunately , he  has  recovered. 

Nat  Holt,  RKO  district  manager  of  the- 
atres, put  on  his  hat  and  coat  and  worked 
in  the  RKO  Palace  Theatre  with  those  of 

(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Industry  Shares 
In  Testimonials 


Altoona,  Pa. — Expressing  the  goodwill 
of  the  various  factions  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry,  more  than  140  friends  of 
Saal  Gottlieb  and  Austin  Interrante  gath- 
ered at  the  Hotel  Penn  Alto  on  March  15 
to  do  them  honor.  As  a climax  to  one  of 
the  finest  testimonials  in  the  trade  in  the 
Mideast  territory  the  guests  of  the  occa- 
sion were  presented  with  fine  engraved 
pocket  watches. 

Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  as  toastmaster,  read 
many  telegrams  of  congratulations  and 
introduced  the  speakers  of  the  evening. 

Paul  E.  Beaver,  Blair  county  attorney, 
introduced  J.  Harry  Moser,  mayor  of  Al- 
toona, who  welcomed  the  many  visitors  to 
the  city.  Hon.  Marion  D.  Patterson,  judge 
of  the  several  courts  of  Blair  county,  ex- 
tended congratulations  to  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  and  its  splendid  man-power. 
Main-line  sales  representatives  of  the  film 
distributing  companies  presented  a farce 
skit  which  had  to  do  with  activities  at  the 
“Out-House  Theatre,”  with  Jack  Judd  and 
Sam  Fineberg  enacting  the  roles  as  the 
exhibitor-brothers.  At  the  speakers  table, 
and  others  introduced,  were  Lew  Lefton, 
Harry  La  Vine,  Jules  Lapidus,  V.  F.  Scott, 
R.  Allison,  Ike  Silverman,  John  J.  Maloney, 
Ira  H.  Cohn,  C.  A.  and  George  Notopou- 
los,  Abe  Weiner,  David  Murphy,  David 
Mullin,  Harold  Capion,  James  H.  Alexan- 
der, Edgar  Moss,  Chai’les  and  William  J. 
Blatt,  Gus  Vaveris  and  Jacob  Silverman. 

John  J.  Maloney  summarized  the  trib- 
utes of  the  evening  and  extended  his  con- 
gratulations not  only  to  the  honor  guests 
but  to  the  industry  itself. 

Interrante,  20th  Century-Fox  main  line 
sales  representative  for  a decade,  and 
Gottlieb,  former  main  line  representative 
for  M-G-M  for  five  years  and  now  city 
sales  representative  for  the  company,  ac- 
knowledged the  tributes  and  expressed  kind 
thanks  for  the  sentimental  occasion. 

Members  of  the  committee  responsible 
for  the  success  of  the  affair  were  Jack 
Judd,  F.  D.  Moore,  Milton  Brauman  and 
George  Tice. 

Around  $25  remains  after  the  payment 
of  all  bills  and  this  surplus  will  be  do- 
nated to  the  Filmrow  Relief  Fund. 

Among  those  present  were  the  20  who  traveled 
from  Pittsburgh  on  the  special  Pullman  car: 
Archie  Fineman,  Frank  Panoplos,  John  E.  Stahl, 
Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  John  J.  Maloney,  Ira  H.  Cohn, 
Jake  Soltz,  Samuel  Neaman,  Harry  Hendel,  R.  V. 
McCalmont,  Art  Morrone,  Mike  Winograd,  Sam 
Fleishman,  Abe  Weiner,  A1  Glazer,  Bart  Dattola, 
Harry  Rachiele,  Jules  Lapidus,  William  J.  Wal- 
ker and  Robert  F.  Klingensmith. 

Others  included  F.  D.  “Dinty”  Moore,  George 
Tice,  Hymen  M.  Wheeler,  Jack  Jull,  Si  Feld, 
James  H.  Alexander,  Milton  Brauman,  Peter  J. 
Alderman,  Lou  J.  Engel,  Sam  Fineberg,  Martin 
M.  Terner,  Buddy  Lefton,  Max  Cransfield,  W.  E. 
“Walt”  Dyck,  Joseph  P.  Lefko,  Max  Shulgold, 
Eli  E.  Kaufman.  William  Scott,  Bob  Dunbar, 
George  Elmo,  Gerry  Germain,  Frank  Hamre, 
James  H.  Nash.  Larry  Jacobs,  Lew  Lefton,  James 
iJyers,  Sam  Steinberg,  Harry  LaVine  and  Edgar 
Moss,  the  latter  two  from  Philadelphia. 

V.  F.  Scott  circuit  managers:  Ed.  B.  Depp, 
George  Eberwein,  Jack  Bair,  August  Bair,  L.  H. 
Ream,  George  Gartland,  P.  E.  McClellan  and 
V.  F.  Scott. 

A.  N.  Notopoulos  circuit:  C.  A.  “Gus”  No- 
topoulos,  George  Notopoulos,  Robert  Hornick,  Wal- 
ter “Jess”  Ackerman,  “Uncle  Gus”  Vaveris,  Jim 
Dimauro,  Charles  Himmelein. 

Stiefel:  Barney  Stiefel,  Dave  Ellis,  Oscar  Stie- 
fel. 

Blatt:  Emil  B.  Barnett,  Frank  Young,  William 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
the  RKO  boys  assigned  to  handle  the  rec- 
ord-breaking crowds  that  piled  in  to  hear 
Kay  Kyser  and  his  Kollege  Komics. 

F.  H.  Hathaway  had  added  the  Struthers 
Theatre,  Struthers,  to  his  group  of  pos- 
sessions which  include  the  Ritz,  Struthers 
ajid  the  Palace,  Campbell,  and  the  Palace, 
Hubbard. 

The  mother  of  Edward  J.  Modi  of  the 
State  Theatre,  Barnesville,  died  recently 
. . . Jerry  Reinhart  of  Canton  who  is 
pinch-hitting  for  his  father,  Hai’ry,  now 
enjoying  a trip  to  Honolulu,  has  recov- 
ered after  an  attack  of  flu. 

W.  Ward  March,  Plain  Dealer  motion 
picture  editor,  was  in  Hew  York  last  week 
getting  first  hand  information  on  the  new- 
est stage  and  screen  attractions. 

Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew  division  man- 
ager, was  one  of  four  exhibitors  in  the  en- 
tire country  asked  to  attend  the  M-G-M 
convention  in  Chicago.  The  invitation  was 
issued  by  General  Sales  Manager  W.  F. 
Rodgers.  The  other  three  exhibitors  in- 
vited were  Messrs.  Kuykendall,  Cole  and 
Brandt. 

Lake  Shore  Sales  Co.  reports  its  new 
11-week  tableware  deal  consisting  of  36 
pieces  is  going  over  big  m the  territory. 
Popularity  of  short  term  giveaway  deals 
has  induced  Lake  Short  Sales  to  shop  for 
other  similar  deals. 


Big  Feature  Rights  Into 
Cleveland  March  27 

Cleveland — Big  Feature  Rights,  operated 
by  Lee  Goldberg  of  Cincinnati,  opens  its 
local  office  on  Monday,  March  27,  with 
Carl  Scheuch  and  Bernard  Rubin  as  co- 
managers. Among  their  timely  releases  is 
“Youth  Marches  On,”  currently  playing 
first-run  at  the  Allen  Theatre. 


Scripts  "Cavalry" 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  has  as- 
signed Dudley  Nichols  to  script  “Seventh 
Cavalry,”  starring  Gary  Cooper,  which 
John  Ford  directs.  Harold  Shumate  wrote 
the  original. 


Augments  Writing  Staff 

Hollywood — The  writing  staff  at  Co- 
lumbia has  been  augmented  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Sam  Duncan. 


J.  Blatt,  Charles  Blatt. 

Allison:  L.  J.  Allison,  Harry  E.  Finley,  R. 

Allison. 

Wilmer  & Vincent:  Lee  M.  Conrad,  David  Mur- 
phy. 

Silverman:  Jake  and  Ike  Silverman. 

Sidney  Rutstein,  Ike  Saltzman,  Phil  Wayne, 
Harry  L.  Cohn,  E.  G.  Cowan,  M.  R.  Hagerty, 
C.  B.  Mullin,  M.  A.  Showwalter,  G.  O.  Beisinger, 
Sam  S Kline.  Harry  Wendie,  G.  S.  Roppin.s,  A.  F. 
Adelman,  Bob  McClain,  Robert  Morgart,  J.  E. 
Wolf,  A.  Aizeeglu,  C.  A.  Rhoades,  Alexander 
Auerbach,  M.  Sterbut,  J.  L.  Saleme,  Murray  Shol- 
lar,  L.  C.  Shober,  G.  W.  Johnston,  C.  H.  Lanch, 
Joseph  Prave,  Phil  Handmaker,  Abe  Klutzkin, 
Charles  Petnick,  David  Mullin.  Harold  Capion, 
W.  R.  Stich,  C.  E.  Morris,  Paul  E.  Beaver,  J. 
Harry  Moser,  Marion  L').  Patterson. 

Tony  Colose,  Thomas  A.  Bello,  John  Perry,  Bill 
Interrante,  B.  J.  Redfoot,  Bill  Nidetch,  Adolph 
Farkas,  J.  K.  Stuckey,  L.  L.  Chamberlain,  Jos- 
eph C.  Shapiro,  Paul  O.  Klingler,  J.  E.  Williams, 
Rudolph  Covi,  Nicholas  Notopoulos. 


Mail  Service  for 
Loew  Patrons 


Cleveland — ^Postmaster  General  James 
A.  Farley  is  the  man  back  of  an  exploi-  , 
tation  scoop  that  Milton  A.  Harris,  Loew’s 
publicity  director  in  Cleveland,  has  just 
effected  to  put  over  “Huckleberry  Finn” 
at  Loew’s  State  Theatre. 

For  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  time, 
an  official  mailbox  will  be  installed  in  the 
State  Theatre  lobby,  which  will  be  ser- 
viced with  five  daily  mail  collections  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  campaign. 

The  official  mailbox,  attached  to  an  of- 
ficial lamp  post  carrying  the  street  signs 
“Mickey  Rooney  Road”  and  “Huckleberry 
Finn  Blvd.”  is  part  of  a street  scene  set 
up  in  one  section  of  the  spacious  lobby. 

In  order  to  provide  sufficient  mail  to 
justify  the  five  daily  collections,  Harris 
has  arranged  to  have  two  pretty  girls  in 
the  lobby  addressing  publicity  to  the  the- 
atre’s mailing  list.  And  to  make  doubly 
sure,  the  public  can  sit  at  specially  pro- 
vided desks,  write  letters  on  Loew  The- 
atre letterheads  and  mail  their  letters  right 
on  the  spot,  the  theatre  also  providing 
the  stamps. 

Local  Postmaster  O’Donnell  cooperated 
with  Harris  to  put  over  this  strictly  orig- 
inal stunt  which,  because  of  its  unique 
and  original  character,  is  being  front  paged 
in  all  UP  newspapers. 

Another  avenue  of  “Huckleberry  Finn” 
exploitation  is  Harris’  exclusive  tieup  with 
the  bowling  congress  now  in  session  at 
the  public  auditorium  which  is  estimated 
will  bring  some  23,000  people  during  its 
nine  weeks’  duration.  Harris  had  a post- 
card folder  made,  one  side  of  which  is  a 
score  card,  the  other  side  carrying  an- 
nouncements of  current  shows  at  Loew’s 
State  and  Stillman  theatres. 


Frank  Cost  to  Manage 
New  Shore  in  Euclid 

Cleveland — Frank  Cost  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  new  Shore  Thea- 
tre in  Euclid  which  opens  April  1.  Cost 
was  formerly  manager  of  the  Garden 
Theatre,  where  he  is  succeeded  by  Thomas 
J.  Whyte,  transferred  from  the  Capitol. 
Urban  Anderson  goes  to  the  Capitol  from 
the  Dennison  Square,  where  his  successor 
has  not  yet  been  named. 

The  Capitol,  Garden  and  Dennison 
Square  theatres  belong  to  the  Associated 
Theatres  Circuit.  The  new  Shore  was 
built  by  J.  E.  Scoville  and  Howard  Reif  of 
the  Scoville  Essick  and  Reif  circuit  in  as- 
sociation with  Myer  Fine,  Abe  Kramer, 
John  Kalafat  and  Sam  Stecker  of  the 
Associated  circuit. 


SIDNEY  GARFINKLE 

THEATRE  GAMES  AND  PREMIUMS 
"LUCKY" 

DRESSERWARE  — CHINA 
205  Film  Bldg.  Cleveland,  Ohio 

CHerry  7738 
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Detroit  Granada  to 
Varieti]  Circuit 

Detroit — Tlie  Granada  Tlieatre  will  be 
taken  over  April  1 by  a new  corporation 
recently  formed  here,  known  as  Variety 
Enterprises,  Inc.  C.  A.  Simms,  formerly 
with  Associated  Theatres  of  Michigan,  is 
president  of  the  corporation.  F.  G.  Car- 
penter, Detroit  business  man,  is  vice-presi- 
dent. Edward  H.  Yost,  Detroit  attorney,  is 
secretary.  Don  C.  McHenry,  Detroit  busi- 
ness man,  is  treasurer. 

Headquarters  of  the  corporation  will  be 
established  in  the  Granada  Theatre  Bldg, 
after  April  1.  The  Granada  has  been  oper- 
ated for  the  past  three  years  by  Associ- 
ated Theatres,  but  was  offered  for  sale 
by  the  realty  owners  a few  months  ago. 

The  new  Variety  Enterprises  already  has 
taken  over  the  former  Empire  Theatre  on 
Tireman  Ave.,  a mile  from  the  Granada, 
and  reopened  it  under  the  name  of  the  Arc. 
This  house  has  been  closed  for  over  a year. 

Simms  has  been  managing  the  Times 
Square  Theatre  for  Joseph  Bruzy  since 
leaving  the  Associated  Circuit,  for  whom 
he  formerly  managed  the  Granada. 

Charles  Anderson  Opens 
His  Remodeled  Alpine 

Salem,  W.  Va. — Charles  Anderson’s  re- 
modeled and  refurnished  Alpine  Theatre 
here  was  reopened  last  Friday  after  six 
weeks’  work. 

The  modernization  includes  an  enclosed 
lobby  and  inner  foyer;  screen  has  been 
moved  back  and  the  stage  has  been  re- 
modeled; auditorium  has  been  newly  seat- 
ed and  there  are  new  carpets,  decorations, 
fixtures  and  equipments.  Rest  rooms  and 
lounges  have  been  added, 

A.  & S,  Steinberg  of  Pittsburgh  sold, 
installed  and  supervised  air  conditioning, 
chairs,  decorations,  marquee,  glass  front, 
lighting  fixtures,  concrete  work,  carpeting, 
etc.  Billy  ZeVan,  Pittsburgh  muralist  and 
interior  decorator,  designed  the  decora- 
tions which  were  manufactured  by  the 
National  Theatrical  Valance  & Decorating 
Co. 

Feature  of  the  opening  included  a spe- 
cial edition  of  the  Salem  Herald. 

DiMauro  Remodeling 
New  Jerome  House 

Jerome,  Pa. — Jimmy  DiMauro  has  ac- 
quired the  Jerome  Theatre,  operated  until 
this  week  by  Steve  Gironda.  Front  and 
auditorium  have  been  remodeled. 

Young  DiMauro  is  one  of  “Uncle  Gus” 
Vaveris’  boys  at  the  Strand  'Theatre,  Johns- 
town, and  he  is  additionally  in  exhibition 
at  Vintondale. 


DETROIT 

(Continued  from  page  87) 

Jake  Schreiber  currently  vacationmg  in 
Florida  . . . Nat  Haase  was  in  Chicago 
over  the  weekend,  leaving  the  Metro  Pre- 
mium office  in  charge  of  Harry  Hoffman. 
Brand  7iew  white  and  gold-trimmed  dis- 
play cases  have  been  installed  by  Haase 
in  his  offices. 

Ray  Schreiber,  circuit  owner,  is  recov- 
ering from  foot  injuries  received  when  he 
was  caught  as  he  walked  between  two  cars 
as  his  wife  started  to  drive  away  in  one 
. . . Helen  Brown.  Nat  Haase’s  secretary, 
says  she  likes  reporters.  Ditto,  Helen. 

W.  R.  Benjamin,  new  Grand  National 
manager,  has  moved  his  wife  and  18- 
month-old  daughter  here  from  Chicago. 
Benjamin  reports  “everything  rosy”  on  the 
business  front. 

Howard  Craven  has  established  Exhibi- 
tors Service  in  new  quarters  in  the  Film 
Bldg.  . . . William  Flemion,  Excellent 
manager,  has  in  stock  “The  Mother,”  a 
one-reeler  made  by  Astor  Pictures,  as  a 
special  for  Mother’s  Day  week.  That  hard 
spring  on  Flemion’s  door  is  to  invite  the 
folks  in,  not  to  keep  them  out  . . . Lee 
Carrow  of  the  Dreamland,  Carson  City, 
was  a visitor. 

Milton  A.  {Bring  ’Em  Back)  De  Haven 
has  been  bringing  customers  to  the  Bel- 
mont for  two  weeks  now  with  a strong 
double  bill  revival — “Citadel”  and  “Jeze- 
bel” ...  Ed  Reed,  cartoonist  mth  the 
Detroit  News,  proposes  a special  “program” 
for  watchers  of  buildings  under  construc- 
tion like  they  have  for  previews,  operas, 
ball  games,  etc.,  with  the  hawkers  saying, 
“Enjoy  the  show  fully,  folks!  Complete 
blue  prints  of  the  floor  plan — only  20 
cents.” 

Max  Heine,  currently  state-righting  some 
films  in  Dallas,  is  expected  to  wind  up 
his  business  there  and  return  here  within 
a month  to  re-enter  the  business  . . . 
Eddie  Murphy,  former  Grand  National 
salesman,  was  out  of  town  last  week. 

Harry  L.  Joyce  has  formed  American 
Amplifymg  Apparatus,  with  headquarters 
in  the  Hotel  Detroiter.  He  is  handling 
sound  service  for  press  agent  systems  . . . 
Edward  Benrock,  a newcomer  to  show 
business,  has  taken  over  the  Loyal  from 
Sam  Ackerman.  Roy  Campbell  remains 
as  manager.  Plans  are  being  made  to  re- 
model the  house. 

Bill  Carlson  doesn’t  forget  his  enter- 
taining duties  while  in  Florida  as  his  post- 
cards show.  He’s  expected  back  this  week 
. . . Irvin  E.  Deer,  Chicago  and  mid- 
western  representative  of  the  MPPDA, 
spoke  Monday  to  the  Greater  Detroit  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  in  the  downtown 
YMCA. 
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DO  YOU  LIKE 

To  liook  Pictures?  I am  specializing:  in 
Handling:  Bookings  for  Independent  Exhi- 
bitors and  Can  Handle  Yours  Efficiently 
and  Economically. 

EMIL  H.  BECK 

919  FOX  BI  IFDIXG  DETROIT 


In  an  obituary  for  Charles  A.  Wallace, 
77,  published  in  last  week's  Boxoffice,  his 
name  was  inadvertently  given  as  Glenn  G. 
Wallace  sr.  The  deceased  assisted  his  son, 
Glen  Wallace,  who  is  oumer  of  theatres  at 
Scottville  and  Baldwin,  Mich.  Our  regrets 
for  this  error,  due  to  inaccurate  informa- 
tion given  here. 


Ohio  Independents 
And  UA  in  Accord 


Columbus — Settlement  of  differences  be- 
tween United  Artists  and  some  Ohio  in- 
dependent theatre  owners  over  a price 
changing  clause  rubber-stamped  on  their 
new  contracts  has  been  reached.  Bert 
Steam,  UA  district  manager,  came  to  Co- 
lumbus where  the  misunderstanding  was 
aired  and  a peaceful  settlement  reached. 

Trouble  resulted  from  a price  changing 
clause  stamped  on  the  contract  forms  pro- 
viding for  special  rate  changes  on  the  basis 
of  new  Hal  Roach  features.  Exhibitors 
went  up  in  air  over  possible  extra  charges 
because  many  owners’  copies  allegedly  did 
not  carry  the  rub’oer-stamp  clause. 

Steam  stated  his  office  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  omission  of  the  stamp,  that 
it  was  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  sales- 
man. On  the  same  day  Steam  arrived, 
the  Ohio  salesman  for  UA,  George  Jef- 
fery, left  for  the  east  and  could  not  be 
reached  for  a statement. 

Steam  assured  exhibitors  in  no  case 
would  the  total  rentals  be  more  than  the 
amount  shown  in  contract.  “Pete”  Wood, 
ITO  secretary,  who  was  instrumental  in 
the  settlement,  stated,  “UA  should  be  given 
a pat  on  the  back  for  so  promptly  acting 
on  this  matter.” 


Jack  Figaro  of  United 
Booking  Ass'n  Dies 

Detroit — Jack  Figaro,  well  known  in  the 
theatrical  field  as  booking  agent,  vaude- 
villian  and  master  of  ceremonies,  died 
March  12  from  pneumonia.  He  was  born 
in  New  York  City  49  years  ago. 

Figaro  was  of  the  team  of  Murray  & 
Figaro  in  a blackface  act,  and  later  was 
a partner  with  Helen  Deland  in  a talking- 
dancing  act.  Figaro  and  Deland  then  went 
into  musical  comedies  and  burlesque,  their 
last  being  “Bringing  Up  Father.” 

Figaro  has  been  with  the  United  Booking 
Ass’n  in  Detroit  for  the  past  18  years,  as 
a field  man  and  booker,  and  remained  with 
the  association  until  his  illness  two  months 
ago.  During  this  period  he  was  active  as 
a vaudeville  master  of  ceremonies,  and 
also  in  club  and  fair  fields.  He  leaves  a 
son.  Jack,  and  a daughter,  Elaine. 

Burial  was  in  Grand  Lawn  Cemetery. 


William  Elliott  Dies  in 
Detroit  at  Age  of  63 

Detroit— William  M.  Elliott,  63,  man- 
ager of  the  Palms-State  'Theatre  here  for 
UDT,  died  Monday  following  an  attack  of 
influenza  and  heart  complications. 

Elliott  was  well  known  in  the  trade 
as  a producer  and  actor  in  the  silent  days. 
He  entered  show  business  at  16  with  a 
ministrel  troupe  and  later  was  advance 
man  for  George  M.  Cohan. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  a daugh- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  here  Wed- 
nesday from  the  Hamilton  Fimeral  Home. 
Burial  was  to  be  in  Indianapolis. 
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J ROTH,  the  Penn  Avenue  Exhibitor, 

returned  this  week  from  a vacation  in 
Florida.  Mrs.  Roth  remained  there  to  ab- 
sorb more  sunshine  . . . Frank  J.  Har- 
ris has  been  having  more  of  the  same  . . . 
Sam  Reichblum,  Wheeling  exhibitor,  re- 
turned Wednesday  after  several  weeks  in 
Florida.  He  had  been  threatened  with  a 
breakdown  and  he  is  not  well  yet  . . . 
Mark  Groldman,  Monogram  manager,  was 
down  with  the  flu  for  more  than  a week. 

John  J.  Maloney,  Burtus  Bishop  jr.,  Mil- 
ton  Brauman,  Harry  H.  Fendrick,  Saal 
Gottlieb,  Jack  B.  Mundstuk  and  Charles 
Barron  loere  in  Chicago  this  week  attend- 
ing their  annual  sales  convention,  staged 
by  Leo  the  Lion  . . . Bill  Jarvis  reports  the 
sale  of  RCA  sound  equipment  to  Guy  V. 
Ida  for  his  Grand,  McDonald.  Another 
RCA  has  been  purchased  for  the  Castle, 
Castle  Shannon. 

Nestor  F.  Auth,  floor  manager  at  Loew’s 
Penn  under  Charles  Kurtzman,  has  been 
named  assistant  manager  of  the  Broad 
Theatre,  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  given  a 
farewell  party  on  the  stage  of  the  Penn. 
Albert  Mullen  succeeds  to  Auth’s  local 
post  . . . Local  Variety  Club  members  are 
getting  excited  about  the  national  con- 
vention in  Detroit,  the  big  day  of  a three- 
day  event  being  April  30. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark  Browar  are  vaca- 
tioning in  Hollywood  . . . Harry  Roney, 
former  film  booker  and  well  known  in  the 


local  industry,  has  joined  Lou  Engle,  dis- 
tributor of  Coulter  premiums  . . . With 
John  H.  Harris  back  on  the  job,  the  John 
McGreeveys  got  started  southward  on  their 
vacation  . . . Site  of  the  former  Davis  The- 
atre, Oliver  Ave.,  has  been  leased  as  a 
parking  lot. 

Rudy  Navarri  and  his  mother  are  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida  . . . L.  W.  Davee,  Mo- 
tiograph  eastern  division  manager,  was 
here  on  business  for  several  days  . . . Sol 
Goldberg,  who  expects  to  re-enter  ex- 
hibition in  West  Virginia  at  an  early  date, 
has  been  sunning  himself  in  Florida  . . . 
Bob  McKee,  WCAE’s  chief  announcer,  and 
Billie  Mulvihill,  formerly  imder  contract 
to  Samuel  Goldwyn,  have  announced  their 
engagement  . . . Carol  Thompson,  in  charge 
of  the  reception  room  at  the  Warner  the- 
atre headquarters,  has  changed  her  name 
to  Mrs.  George  Holmes. 

Our  sympathy  to  Arthur  H.  Levy,  local 
Columbia  Pictures  manager,  whose  mother 
died  last  week  in  Hamilton,  Ontario  . . . 
Other  deaths  included  Arthur  Snead,  72, 
former  property  man  at  the  Pitt,  Alvin, 
Nixon  and  Kenyon  theatres,  and  Jayne 
Jarrell,  theatrical  booker  of  this  city.  Sym- 
pathy, too,  to  Bernie  Armstrong , whose 
mother  died  this  week  at  the  family  home 
in  Weston,  W.  V a. 

Around  May  1,  it  is  expected,  the  Nixon 
will  open  a summer  season  of  dramatic 
legitimate  productions  with  $1  top  ad- 


missions. O.  E.  Wee  and  Frank  McCoy 
are  the  producers  who  are  arranging  sum- 
mer seasons  for  a half-dozen  cities,  in- 
cluding Pittsburgh.  They  will  present  star 
names  and  rotate  the  shows.  Third  en- 
gagement of  “The  Woman”  brought  record 
crowds  to  the  Nixon  this  week  for  the 
“experimental”  reduced  price  run  at  50 
cents  and  $1  admissions. 

Departing  March  28  for  the  20th-Fox 
convention  in  Chicago  will  be  Ira  H.  Cohn, 
C.  C.  Kellenberg , Jim  Thorpe,  George 
Moore,  Austm  Interrante  and  Joe  Hanna 
. . . The  Harry  Kalmines  are  vacationing 
in  Hollywood,  Fla.  . . . H.  J.  Staminger. 
Blair  Station  exhibitor,  returned  this  week 
from  a vacation  in  Florida  and  he  visited 
Filmrow  before  going  home  . . . Jacqueline 
Ossko,  9-year-old  dancer  of  Donora,  Pa., 
has  been  signed  to  appear  in  a Bing  Crosby 
picture,  and  her  brother,  Oliver.  11  years 
of  age,  is  “making  good”  in  other  film 
roles. 

Side  remarks  from  Altoona:  A.  N.  Not- 
opoulos,  veteran  Altoona  circuit  exhibitor, 
vacationing  in  Florida,  expresses  regrets 
that  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  Inter- 
rante-Gottlieb  testimonial  dinner  . . . R. 
Allison,  who  operates  the  Rivoli  Tlieatre 
circuit,  received  many  friendly  welcomes 
when  he  made  his  appearance  shortly  be- 
fore the  dinner.  Ill  for  several  months, 
he  is  now  on  the  road  to  recovery  and 
expected  to  depart  this  week  for  Florida 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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^'THE  NIGHTHAWK” 

“I  STAND  ACCUSED" 

“DOWN  IN  ARKANSAW” 

‘‘STORM  OVER  BENGAL” 

WOMAN  DOCTOR’’ 


“MY  WIFE’S  RELATIVES” 
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MAN  OF  CONQUEST 
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Grosses  in  Alliance 
In  Upward  Climb 

Alliance,  Ohio — Film  grosses  of  the 
Tri  Tlieatres,  Inc.,  three  houses  here,  Mor- 
rison, Columbia  and  Strand,  are  approxi- 
mately up  25  per  cent  of  the  same  time  a 
year  ago,  Ray  S.  Wallace,  managing  di- 
rector revealed  to  a Boxoffice  reporter 
this  week.  Hard  hit  by  lagging  industry, 
patronage  a year  ago  was  most  discourag- 
ing, but  consistent  promotion  and  better 
pictures  have  contributed  much  to  upping 
boxoffice  takes,  he  said.  Wallace  attributes 
the  increased  interest  in  pictures  here  not 
to  industrial  pickup  generally  in  the  city, 
but  to  increased  activity  in  federal  con- 
struction projects  and  the  adding  of  hun- 
dreds of  unemployed  to  WPA  assignments 
in  recent  weeks. 

After  several  months  of  pictures,  Colum- 
bia is  playing  an  occasion  stage  attraction 
with  better  than  average  success,  he  said. 


Allied  Unit's  Bulletin 
Claims  Some  Credit 

Pittsburgh — The  Dallas  decision  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court  against  clear- 
ance regulation  by  admissions  has  awak- 
ened the  producers  and  distributors  to  a 
realization  that  the  business  is  being  po- 
liced. a bulletin  issued  this  week  by  the 
MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  declares. 

And  "who  is  behind  all  such  policing 
policies?”  inquires  the  sheet,  and  answers: 
"Allied.” 

"Out  of  the  maze  of  proposals  and  coun- 
ter proposals  has  come  the  further  result 
of  a better  understanding  in  the  business, 
although  nothing  has  definitely  been 
agreed  upon.  Many  old  practices  will  be 
eliminated  or  modified  in  the  future.”  The 
bulletin  continues  with  assertions  that  Al- 
lied instituted  all  of  this. 

The  “Allied  On  the  Job”  mimeographed 
sheet  went  out  under  the  signatures  cf 
M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president,  and  Fred  J. 
Herrington,  secretary. 


Conciliation  Committee 
"Doing  Good  Job" 

Pittsburgh — MPTO  of  W.  Pa.,  Inc.,  is 
doing  a good  job  on  conciliation,  officers 
of  the  local  Allied  imit  stated  this  week. 

An  efficient  conciliation  committee  is 
functioning  to  assist  all  MPTO  members 
who  may  be  in  difficulties  regarding  film 
matters.  Any  legitimate  certified  com- 
plaints will  be  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee in  an  effort  to  aid  members  and  ad- 
just their  differences. 

“Thus  far  we  have  met  with  success 
with  all  legitimate  claims  presented,”  ac- 
cording to  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  president. 


It's  a Boy 

Clymer,  Pa. — The  John  Biancos  are 
parents  of  a boy,  born  last  week.  Papa 
is  associated  with  his  father,  Sam  Bianco, 
in  the  operation  of  the  Liberty  Theatre. 
New  arrival  is  the  first-born  to  the  John 
Biancos. 


QARROLL  HANNAH,  manager  of  the 
Brown,  has  returned  to  his  duties  fol- 
lowing an  operation  for  appendicitis.  Alton 
B.  McCoy,  Strand  manager  who  filled  in 
for  Hannah  during  his  layoff,  has  gone 
back  to  the  Strand  only. 

In  pluggmg  “You  Can't  Cheat  an  Hon- 
est Man,”  the  Elks  Theatre  at  New  Albany, 
■neighboring  Indiana  city,  sent  a ventrilo- 
quist through  the  business  section  with  a 
loud- speaking  system.  He  entertained  from 
show  windows  of  business  houses. 

Loew’s  here  is  now  regular  sponsor  of  a 
“Man  on  the  Street”  radio  program,  a 15- 
minute  daily  featm’e  over  WHAS  emanat- 
ing from  the  entrance  of  the  Canary  Cot- 
tage, popular  restaurant  next  door  to  the 
theatre.  Bill  Bryan,  WHAS  announcer, 
gives  away  Loew’s  tickets  to  every  person 
he  interviews  on  the  program. 

Manager  George  Hunt  of  Loew's  has  lo- 
cated a stagecoach  in  Louisville  and  plan- 
ned to  bring  it  here  for  a stunt  in  con- 
nection with  showing  of  “Stagecoach.”  He 
also  broadcast  an  appeal  for  any  relics  of 
stagecoach  days  which  might  make  a lobby 
display. 

Art  Schmidt,  director  of  publicity  out  of 
Loew's  New  York  offices,  spent  two  days 
in  Louisville  while  on  a southern  tour  of 
inspection. 

The  Straiid’s  advertising  gag  for  “St. 
Louis  Blues,”  simply  an  amplifier  atop  the 
marquee  blaring  forth  the  theme  song,  was 
short-lived.  Two  police  squad  cars  called 
on  Manager  McCoy  and  told  him  he’d  have 
to  shut  it  off  because  there  was  a sick 
person  complaining. 


PITTSBURGH 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

. . . W.  E.  “Walt”  Dyck  of  National  Thea- 
tre Supply  Co.  set  up  a small  display  of 
lighting  fixtures  and  equipments  . . . Sam 
Neaman,  Natrona  exhibitor,  suffered  from 
“rheumatism”  in  his  left  arm  when  he 
joined  19  others  in  boarding  P.  R.  R.  train 
74’s  special  Pullman,  en  route  to  Altoona. 
When  he  appeared  at  the  banquet  his  arm 
was  in  a sling.  He  had  visited  a doctor  and 
discovered  he  had  a fractured  wrist! 

W.  R.  Stich,  state  manager  for  Artkraft 
Sign  Co.,  who  headquarters  at  Spangler, 
Pa.,  was  hi  attendance  with  the  Altoona 
representative  for  the  company,  C.  E.  Mor- 
ris ...  Max  Crans field  and  Larry  Jacobs, 
owners  of  Gift-A-Fur-Night,  made  a num- 
ber of  exhibitor  contacts  during  the  af- 
ternoon and  evening  . . . William  J.  Wal- 
ker, Crafton  exhibitor,  went  on  to  New 
York  from  Altoona  . . . Lee  M.  Conrad 
of  Johnstown  and  Bert  Redfoot  of  Wind- 
ber  met  the  Pittsburgh  train  . . . “Welcome 
Movie  Men”  window  cards  were  displayed 
on  the  main  streets. 


Nate  Wolf's  Mother  Dies 

Cleveland — Nate  Wolf  and  his  wife  left 
by  plane  for  Houston,  Tex.,  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  Esther  Fanny  Wolf,  the  Warner 
zone  manager’s  mother,  who  died  Tuesday 
after  a brief  illness. 


Lapidus  to  Universal 
As  Pittsburgh  Head 

Pittsburgh — Jules  Lapidus  resigned  his 
post  as  district  manager  for  Grand  Na- 
tional this  week  to  joiii  Universal  here  as 
branch  manager. 

Joseph  R.  Kauffman,  Universal  manager, 
will  go  to  Cleveland  as  branch  manager, 
succeeding  Joe  Engel,  who  will  go  to  the 
same  company’s  Albany  branch  to  replace 
Gerry  Leary,  former  Pittsburgh  sales  rep- 
resentative, who  has  been  ill  and  unable 
to  handle  his  post  as  branch  manager 
there. 

Effective  date  is  April  3.  Lapidus’  dis- 
trict office  for  FTI  is  located  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  the  local  Universal  exchange 
building. 

Another  replacement  is  at  the  local  War- 
ner exchange  where  Maurice  Kinder  has 
withdrawn.  Temporarily  his  West  Virginia 
sales  duties  will  be  taken  over  by  Bobby 
Dunbar,  office  manager  for  Warner  Bros. 


Pennsylvania's  Censor 
Board  Head  Is  Named 

Harrisburg — New  chairman  of  the  state 
board  of  censors  at  a salary  of  $4,800 
is  Mrs.  Edna  R.  Carroll,  vice-chairman 
of  the  Philadelphia  Republican  committee. 
She  was  appointed  March  20  by  Governor 
James  to  succeed  Mrs.  A.  Mitchell  Palmer. 

Mrs.  Palmer  had  accepted  Governor 
James’  request  to  resign  her  post,  but  the 
other  members  of  the  board,  Patrick  Duffy 
and  Mrs.  Hester  M.  Frye,  refused  to  com- 
ply with  similar  requests  and  they  were 
dismissed. 

Complaint  was  made  that  the  board  used 
payroll  money  for  equipment. 

Governor  James  stated  this  week  Mrs. 
Carroll  will  serve  alone  on  the  board  imtil 
May,  when  another  appointment  will  be 
made.  'Tlie  third  member  will  not  be 
named  until  June. 

The  commonwealth  was  without  a cen- 
sor board  for  several  days  during  which 
time  Florence  McCreesh  acted  as  vice- 
chairman.  State  police  are  doing  duty 
as  film  inspectors  imtil  new  inspectors  are 
appointed. 

State  Senator  Harry  Shapiro,  Democratic 
leader,  stated  this  week  that  the  senate 
would  not  confirm  appointments  for  the 
new  censor  board  if  the  dismissal  of  the 
old  board  was  a “wholesale  removal  for 
political  purposes.” 


Daylight  Saving  Being 
Fought  in  Harrisburg 

Harrisburg — A legislative  drive  by  large 
theatre  interests  to  block  daylight  saving 
time  was  under  way  here  this  week. 

Fourteen  reform  groups  were  in  session 
at  the  same  time  and  they  adopted  plans 
to  introduce  a new  act  in  the  legislature 
which  would  discontinue  all  Sunday  ex- 
hibitions in  Pennsylvania. 

Expected  to  be  reported  out  of  the  house 
committee  this  week  was  the  admission 
lax  act. 
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MTI-TRUST  GUNS  PODND  FOR 
BETWEEN  "EXCLUSIVE"  AND 


Morse  & Rothenberg  Suit 
Moves  Slowly  as  Ryan 
Seeks  Definition 

Boston — The  fine  differentiation  be- 
tween “exclusive  selling,”  so  called,  and 
limiting  of  product  to  one  account  fur- 
nished a prime  discussion  point  at  re- 
cent hearings  of  the  Morse  & Rothenberg 
anti-trust  suit  before  a U.  S.  district  court 
master  here. 

John  J.  Ford,  head  of  the  defendant 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co., 
had  previously  exclaimed  to  Sidney  Kent 
that  both  propositions  seemed  “exactly 
the  same,”  Prosecuting  Counsel  George  S. 
Ryan  showed  by  reference  to  a letter. 

Tom  Bailey,  20th-Pox  divisional  man- 
ager, on  the  witness  stand  last  week  and 
currently,  told  the  court  he  doubted  if  he 
had  ever  seen  the  correspondence  in 
which  Ford  allegedly  said  he  didn’t  care 
whether  he  was  sold  “exclusive  run”  or  not 
as  long  as  no  other  account  in  any  of  his 
towns  was  sold. 

The  hearing  seemed  due  for  an  even 
longer  period  than  had  been  expected  be- 
cause of  the  time  George  S.  Ryan,  law- 
yer for  the  plaintiffs  in  some  $7,000,000 
of  anti-trust  suits  at  the  present  time, 
spent  on  Bailey. 

“Are  there  any  more  of  these  delectable 
documents?”  George  S.  Ryan  inquired  of 
defense  counsel  following  the  reading  of 
a letter  from  Tom  H.  Bailey,  in  which 
the  local  20th-Fox  divisional  manager  told 
Edward  C.  Grainger  that  he  hoped  the 
latter  would  “reconsider  and  approve  the 
application  which  you  are  holding  for  the 
Park  Theatre,  Newburgh,  as  Mr.  Grass- 
green  has  endeavored  to  improve  this  deal 
without  any  success.” 

“I  do  not  believe  I have  any  more  that 
come  up  to  such  a high  standard,  from 
our  standpoint,”  smiled  Edward  P.  Mc- 
Clennen,  chief  lawyer  for  the  majors,  in 
the  anti-trust  suits. 

The  aforementioned  New  York  situa- 
tion is  a factoi’. 

Bailey,  after  an  objection  by  defense 
counsel  had  been  overruled,  answered  a 
question  by  George  S.  Ryan  as  to  the  in- 
crease of  Fox  business  since  he,  Bailey, 
had  taken  over  the  local  territory. 

“I  would  say  from  the  time  I took 
charge,  when  the  banks  were  closed,  etc., 
to  last  year,  the  business  has  more  than 
doubled,”  Bailey  estimated. 

“Does  that  hold  true  in  the  New  Eng- 
land territory  itself?”  Ryan  inquired. 

“Yes,”  Bailey  nodded.  “I  would  say 
that  prevails  through  the  territory.” 

Bailey  told  the  court  a few  minutes 
later  that  Fox  had  sold  approximately  536 
theatres  in  the  Boston  territory  during 
1937-’38,  132  theatres  in  the  New  Haven 


territory,  and  some  150  theatres  in  the 
Albany  area. 

M&P  Theatres  Corp.  is  20th-Fox’s 
“largest  customer  in  New  England”  Bailey 
stated.  Next  largest  New  England  ac- 
counts, the  divisional  manager  specified, 
are  Warner,  Loew’s,  Inc.,  and  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  theatres. 

The  defendant  circuit,  Bailey  believed, 
was  the  distributor’s  largest  account  in 
both  Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  M&P, 
however,  might  be  ahead  of  the  former 
chain  in  the  pine  tree  state,  Bailey  ad- 
mitted. The  Shea  circuit,  another  de- 
fendant, was  given  as  20th-Fox’s  second 
largest  account  in  New  Hampshire. 

Bases  “Own  Protection” 

“I  based  my  own  protection,”  Tom 
Bailey  stated  in  replying  in  the  negative 
to  Ryan’s  inquiry  as  to  whether  or  not  he 
was  “interested  in  what  the  other  com- 
panies did.” 

“In  your  business  as  a distributor,” 
Ryan  pressed,  “have  you  not  generally 
been  interested  to  know  what  other  com- 
panies have  been  doing  in  the  industry?” 

“In  which  way?” 

“In  all  respects.” 

“You  mean,  how  they  distribute  their 
pictures?” 

Ryan  nodded. 

“Or  the  prices  they  secure?” 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  nodded 
again. 

“I  am  not  interested,”  Bailey  ejaculated. 

“Were  you  interested  in  how  they  dis- 
tributed their  pictures?”  Ryan  said. 

“I  haven’t  been  interested  in  it,  no.” 

“In  what  respects  have  you  been  in- 
terested in  what  other  companies  do  as  a 
matter  of  distributing  product?”  Ryan 
pressed. 

“I  am  interested  to  see  pictures,”  Bailey 
countered.  “That  is  the  only  interest  that 
I have.” 

“Aren’t  you  interested  to  know  what 
pictures  are  being  produced  by  the  other 
companies?” 

“I  read  trade  magazines,  yes.”  He  added 
a few  minutes  later,  “I  am  always  in- 
terested to  see  a good  picture.” 

After  continued  questioning  upon  this 
line,  Ryan  abruptly  brought  forth  a letter 
(Continued  on  next  page) 


Momand  Particulars 
Are  Filed 

Boston — A bill  of  particulars  has 
been  filed  in  the  U.  S.  district  court, 
western  district  of  Oklahoma,  in  com- 
pliance with  a court  order  in  the  A.  B. 
Momand  $5,000,000  anti-trust  suit. 
George  S.  Ryan,  local  lawyer,  is 
handling  the  action. 


DISTINCTION 


LIMITED  DATES 


Prior  Run  Publicity  Is 
Topic  in  Testimony 
In  M6cR  Hearing 

Boston — While  Colonel  Harry  A.  Cole, 
Allied  president,  was  discussing  merits  of 
his  proposed  clearance  abolition  with  thea- 
tre men  here,  Thomas  H.  Bailey  was  ex- 
pressing views  related  to  the  same  subject 
as  a part  of  his  testimony  in  the  Morse 
and  Rothenberg  anti-trust  case. 

“The  exhibitors  have  found  out  in  the 
last  few  years  that  it  is  better  for  them 
to  wait  until  a picture  plays  first-run 
Boston  and  receives  publicity  than  to  play 
the  picture  on  release  date  and  ahead  of 
Boston  publicity,”  the  20th-Fox  divisional 
manager  replied  in  response  to  interro- 
gation by  Plaintiffs’  Attorney  George  S. 
Ryan. 

“The  advertising  of  the  Boston  news- 
papers goes  through  the  entire  territory, 
and  it  has  a tendency  to  acquaint  the  peo- 
ple with  a picture,  and  the  public  is  more 
apt  to  go  and  see  it,”  Bailey  insisted. 

The  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  anti- 
monopoly  actions  wanted  to  know  when 
“the  impression  among  exhibitors  came 
into  existence?” 

“In  the  last  few  years,”  Bailey  specified, 
“we  have  found  in  surrounding  towns  that 
formerly  ran  ahead  of  Boston  that  they 
now  state  that  they  would  rather  wait 
until  after  the  publicity.” 

“Does  that  apply  to  seashore  resorts?” 

“Not  so  much  to  the  seashore  resorts  as 
it  does  to  theatres  in  the  general  terri- 
tory,” replied  Bailey. 

“Would  it  apply  to  a territory  like  Con- 
cord, N.  H.?”  asked  Ryan. 

“Yes.” 

“Does  Mr.  Ford  (Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire Theatres  Co.  head)  play  the  pictures 
in  Concord,  N.  H.,  as  soon  after  the  re- 
lease date  as  possible?” 

“No.” 

“Do  you  mean  that  Mr.  Ford  waits  until 
after  Boston  to  play  in  Concord?” 

“He  doesn’t  wait  on  every  picture  and 
he  doesn’t  run  every  picture  before  Bos- 
ton, but  on  certain  pictures  waits  to  get 
Boston  publicity  and  pick  the  pictures  ac- 
cordingly.” 

Ryan  inquired  if  it  were  the  practice  of 
the  Paramount-affiliated  circuit  to  at- 
tempt to  play  its  pictures  “right  on  the 
nose”  with  the  release  date. 

“I  do  know  that  back  not  so  long  ago 
Mr.  Grainger  complained  to  Mr.  Ford 
about  not  showing  the  pictures  early  in 
Concord,”  Bailey  answered,  “and  Mr.  Ford 
stated,  as  I remember  it,  that  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  play  the  pictures 
after  they  had  the  publicity  in  Boston.” 

“Did  you  see  correspondence  in  regard 
(Continued  on  next  page) 
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M&R  Action  Moves  Slowly 
With  Definitions  Sought 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
from  Edward  X.  Callahan,  present  20th- 
Fox  branch  manager  to  Phil  Seletsky, 
present  M&P  booker.  Both  Bailey  and 
Callahan  were  with  Paramount  in  1931 
when  the  latter  was  written. 

“I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  say 
to  you  that  I am  doing  everything  possible 
for  your  interests  in  New  London  against 
the  Empire  Theatre,”  the  letter  read,  “not 
only  in  our  own  exchange  but  also  with  all 
the  other  distributoi-s  I can  reach.” 

Bailey  remarked,  “This  is  the  first  time 
I have  ever  seen  a copy  of  that  letter,  and 
I know  nothing  about  it  at  all.” 

Seeks  to  Trip  Bailey 

“Was  it  customary  for  you  to  receive 
copies  of  communications  that  Mr.  Calla- 
han, bi’anch  manager  in  New  Haven, 
wrote  to  employes  of  the  theatre  depart- 
ment of  Publix?” 

“It  was  customary,  yes,”  Bailey  said. 

“And  was  it  customary  for  Mr.  Calla- 
han to  keep  you  informed  as  to  what  was 
going  on?”  Ryan  continued. 

“Yes.” 

“Now,  I call  your  attention  to  this  state- 
ment,” Ryan  went  on.  “ ‘For  your  in- 
formation, M-G-M,  Fox,  and  Warner 
make  pictures  available  seven  days  after 
New  London  for  Mystic,  so  you  can  ap- 
preciate that  it  isn’t  an  easy  matter  for 
us  to  hold  them  14  days.’  Now,  prior  to 
seeing  this  letter,  had  it  been  called  to 
your  attention  that  these  three  companies 
did  make  pictures  available,  as  stated,  in 
seven  days?” 

“From  what  Mr.  Callahan  said,”  re- 
plied Bailey,  “they  were  serving  pictures 
seven  days  after  the  account,  and  I pre- 
sume that  I had  made  an  agreement  with 
Mr.  Seletsky  to  give  them  14  days.” 

“Was  it  brought  to  your  attention  at 
the  time  that  those  three  companies  made 
pictures  available  seven  days  after  New 
London  for  Mystic?” 

“Not  brought  to  my  attention,”  Bailey 
stated. 

A bit  of  by-play  livened  the  hearing 
when  George  S.  Ryan  introduced  a list 
purported  to  show  M&P  Company’s  houses 
in  1931.  Bailey  wasn’t  certain  whether 
the  compilation  was  correct. 

“Do  you  want  to  show  they  (meaning 
New  Hampshire  Theatres)  ovraed  this  list 
or  did  not  own  this  list?”  Edward  F.  Mc- 
Clennen  inquired. 

“I  take  it  that  this  is  a correct  list  as 


Would  Sue  Those 
Reiusing  to  Buy 

Boston — A local  independent  ex- 
change manager  had  this  comment  to 
make  in  reference  to  the  Morse  and 
Rothenberg  anti-trust  suit  which  is  be- 
ing brought,  in  part,  because  of  al- 
leged refusals  by  film  distributors  to 
sell. 

"I  wish  we  could  sue  those  who  re- 
fused to  buy." 


of  sometime  in  1930  or  1931,”  George  S. 
Ryan  said. 

“I  suppose  there  would  be  a more  direct 
way  of  getting  that  in,”  interposed  John 
V.  Spalding,  counsel  for  the  circuit.  “I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  what 
we  did  or  did  not  own  as  of  a given  date. 
If  you  will  give  me  that,  I will  look  it  up.” 

“It  isn’t  a bad  looking  list,”  remarked 
McClennen.  “I  should  think  they  might 
be  proud  of  them.” 

“I  will  look  it  up,”  Spalding  replied. 

“It  is  said  that  came  from  Mr.  Kaplan,” 
McClennen  said  in  an  aside,  referring  to 
his  law  partner.  Judge  Jacob  J.  Kaplan. 
“I  hope  you  will  not  disown  any  of  them.” 

Ryan  came  back  to  the  crux  of  the  case 
later  when  he  demanded,  “At  any  time 
were  you  requested  by  anyone  connected 
with  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  cir- 
cuit not  to  sell  to  the  Morse  and  Rothen- 
berg circuit  in  Portsmouth?” 

“Requested  to  me,  no,”  Bailey  stated. 

“Did  you  have  any  information  that  a 
request  had  been  made  to  someone  else 
in  the  Fox  Film  Corp.,  someone  in  a 
supervisory  capacity?” 

“When  I came  with  Fox,  the  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  business  was 
turned  over  to  Mr.  Callahan,  and  he  has 
handled  it  since  that  time,”  Bailey  re- 
plied. “They  have  made  no  requests  of 
me.” 

“Did  you  have  any  information  as  to 
whether  they  made  any  requests  of  Mr. 
Dermody?”  asked  Ryan,  referring  to  tne 
late  James  Dermody,  former  Fox  man- 
ager. 

“I  don’t  remember  any  request,”  Bailey 
said. 

Ryan  then  called  Bailey’s  attention  to 
an  exhibit,  a proposition  sheet  that  read, 
in  part:  “‘At  the  request  of  Mr.  John 
Ford,  of  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire 
circuit,  we  refrained  from  selling  this  ex- 
hibitor our  product  second  or  third  run 
in  Portsmouth.  Also  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Mort  Shea,  we  refrained  from  selling  him 
our  product  second-run  in  Nashua.  Mr. 
Ford  has  no  objection  to  our  selling  this 
picture  in  Portsmouth,  and  we  have  al- 
ready informed  Mr.  Hickey,  Mr.  Shea’s 
manager  in  Nashua,  that  we  would  seU 
this  subject  to  the  Park  Theatre,  which  is 
satisfactory  to  him’.” 

Bailey  said  that  the  matter  had  taken 
place  before  his  time  and  that  he  had 
never  seen  the  document  before. 

Contract  Procedure  Explained 

Procedure  in  the  matter  of  20th-Fox 
contracts  was  explained  to  Philip  Hen- 
drick by  Bailey  at  the  Master’s  request. 

“The  contract  has  four  copies,”  Bailey 
said.  “We  take  this  application  from  the 
exhibitor.  At  the  time  we  sign  up  with 
the  exhibitor,  we  leave  him  one  copy  of 
the  application.  That  is  the  exhibitor’s 
copy  of  the  application  for  a contract. 
Then  the  salesman  or  a representative 
sends  the  contract  into  the  exchange.  The 
contract  is  sent  to  me  with  three  copies. 

“One  copy  is  retained  at  the  exchange. 
There  are  four  original  copies  and  the 

(Continued  on  page  100) 


Arguing  Sartorially 


Boston  — Federal  court  procedure  last 
week  to  correct  a sartorial  defect  on  the 
person  of  George  S.  Ryan  fell  short  when 
the  anti-trust  lawyer  beat  the  rap. 

Absorbed  with  details  of  the  prevalent 
Morse  and  Rothenberg  monopoly  action, 
Ryan  appeared  in  court  on  St.  Patrick’s 
Day  wearing  a necktie  with  orange  over- 
tones. 

Defense  attorneys  and  haberdasher  ex- 
perts McClennen,  Crocker,  Kaplan,  Spauld- 
ing, and  Cassidy  chipped  in  sufficient 
funds  during  luncheon  hour  to  bring  ac- 
tion on  the  matter. 

“A  clear  instance  of  ‘combination  and 
conspiracy,’  ” quipped  Ryan,  refusing  to 
be  served  on  his  return  with  a green  neck- 
piece and  pointing  to  the  chunk  of  awn- 
ing south  of  his  Adam’s  apple  as  exhibit 
one  to  support  his  allegation  that  he  al- 
ready had  remedied  the  situation. 

Prior  Run  Publicity 
A Testimony  Topic 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 

to  that,  passing  between  Mr.  Grainger  and 
Mr.  Ford?” 

Bailey  replied  that  he  thought  he  “went 
up  to  visit  Mr.  Grainger  to  see  Mr.  Ford 
on  it.”  He  wasn’t  “so  sure  that  there 
was  any  correspondence.” 

“At  any  rate,”  Ryan  continued,  “your 
recollection  is  that  it  was  Mr.  Ford’s  atti- 
tude that  he  would  rather  wait  until  after 
Boston  to  play  Concord?  Is  that  correct?” 

“On  certain  pictures,  yes.” 

Ryan  then  called  Bailey’s  attention  to  a 
letter  from  Ford  to  Grainger,  entered 
earlier  in  the  trial  as  an  exhibit. 

“This  letter  refreshes  my  memory,” 
Bailey  said,  amending  his  testimony.  “I 
remember  there  was  some  talk  on  which 
I went  up  to  see  Mr.  Grainger  to  see  Mr. 
Ford,  and  I was  of  the  opinion  that  it  was 
the  other  way  around  but  from  this  letter, 
I was  mistaken.  I am  sure  Grainger 
wanted  him  ...  I was  under  the  impres- 
sion ...  to  play  the  picture  later,  and  the 
letter  states  just  the  opposite.” 

“Mr.  Grainger  wanted  him,  did  he  not, 
to  play  the  pictures  after  Boston  and  not 
to  advertise  in  the  Manchester  papers? 
Remember  that?” 

Bailey  said  that  he  did  remember  it 
since  reading  the  letter. 

“And  Mr.  Ford’s  final  position,”  Ryan 
inquired,  “was  that  he  was  going  to  con- 
tinue to  advertise  in  the  Manchester 
papers  and  that  he  was  going  to  play  the 
pictures  ‘right  on  the  nose,’  whether  be- 
fore or  after  Boston?” 

“Yes,”  the  20th-Fox  division  manager 
admitted.  “I  remember  that  now,  since  I 
read  the  letter.”  He  added  a few  minutes 
later,  “Nothing  has  been  brought  to  my 
attention  that  Mr.  Ford  has  changed  his 
policy.” 
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I^ARION  D.  BELL,  local  M-G-M  division- 
al manager’s  secretary,  is  back  from 
a week  of  skiing  in  the  vicinity  of  Smug- 
glers Notch  at  Stowe.  Miss  Bell  took  two- 
and-a-half  hours  to  ski  up  Mount  Mans- 
field, highest  of  the  Vermont’s  green  moun- 
tains, then  made  the  descent  in  20  minutes. 

Joe  DiPesa,  the  publicity  man,  had  pur- 
ported bits  of  Blarney  Stone  made  into 
rings  for  the  two  major  winners  in  the^ 
Loew’s-BostO’n  Traveler  “Irish  Story”  con- 
test, proving  the  three  of  them  were  “tall 
story”  experts. 

That  proposed  meeting  of  the  Exchange 
Employes  Local  had  not  been  scheduled 
early  this  week.  Such  a confab  has  not 
been  held  for  nearly  two  years  despite 
lATSE  by-laws. 

Leonard  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  house  mana- 
ger, is  getting  a new  Buick  convertible 
coupe,  vhth  blue  body  and  leather  uphol- 
stery to  match  the  outside  of  the  Back 
Bay  house. 

Certain  parties  who  have  approached 
several  exhibition  and  distribution  heads 
with  suggestions  that  a certain  sum  of 
money  will  put  over  a pending  bill  in  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  have  foimd  the 
funds  not  forthcoming.  The  insinuated 
figures  were  in  the  four-number  bracket. 

John  Carroll’s  experiment  at  the  local 
Paramount,  whereby  clerks  in  certain 
doumtown  stores  were  enabled  to  buy  ad- 
mission tickets  at  matinee  prices  as  late 
as  7:00  p.  m.,  was  discontinued  several 
months  ago  because  of  lack  of  participa- 
tion, despite  reports  to  the  contrary. 

Louise  Conley,  secretary  to  M&P  District 
Manager  Frank  McManus,  is  taking  time 
off  to  properly  recognize  the  birth  of  a 
son. 

Ben  Rosenberg , manager  of  the  Fenway, 
has  been  supervising  the  renovation  of  the 
theatre  boxoffice. 

Edward  McGuinness,  son  of  the  local 
former  MPTOA  secretary,  has  been  book- 
ing vaudeville  into  a number  of  New  Eng- 
land theatres. 

Herbert  Higgens,  the  former  veteran 
head  booker  at  Warner  who  has  come  into 
his  own  in  a big  way  as  an  independent 
booker,  has  taken  over  larger  offices  at 
250  Stuart  St. 

Sayde  Gotz,  former  executive  secretary 
to  Warner  Theatre  Executive  Max  Melin- 
coff  and  at  present  with  Bank  Night,  re- 
turned to  work  last  week  following  a bit 
of  the  grippe. 

Martin  Sheridan,  newly  appointed  New 
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England  advertising  manager  for  Mono- 
gram, is  handling  publicity  for  the  forth- 
coming candy  show. 

Charles  W.  Koerner,  RKO  divisional 
manager,  is  heading  the  western  division 
of  the  circuit. 

Morris  Swartz,  manager  of  the  Ware  in 
Beverly  for  E.  M.  Loew,  was  the  piece-de- 
resistance at  a stag  party  last  week  at 
Dinty  Moore’s. 

Ken  Renaud,  RKO  advance  man,  was 
conferring  here  with  Keith’s  Memorial 
publicist  Jack  Granara  ahead  of  “Love 
Affair.” 

Harry  Asher,  Epilogues,  Inc.,  national 
sales  manager,  was  in  New  York  much  of 
last  loeek. 

Marjorie  Meltzer  of  the  E.  M.  Loew  of- 
fice, was  on  sick  leave  last  week. 

Edward  O’Donnell,  manager  of  the  Web- 
ster Theatre  in  the  Massachusetts  com- 
munity of  the  same  name  for  E.  M.  Loew, 
lost  his  brother.  ' 

Joe  Dineen  had  a “night”  in  the  Audu- 
bon Room  of  Loew’s  State  one  evening  last 
week.  Joe  DiPesa,  Loew’s  publicist,  ar- 


ranged the  affair  in  honor  of  Dineen’s  au- 
thoring of  the  story  on  which  “Let  Us 
Live”  was  based.  Jay  Curley,  assistant 
manager,  was  host. 

The  Paramount  in  Newport  was  closed 
last  week  Thursday  and  scheduled  to  re- 
open, following  repairs,  a fortnight  later. 

Evelyn  Goldstein,  manager’s  secretary  at 
the  Fine  Arts,  has  been  convalescing  fol- 
lowing an  appendix  removal. 

Bill  Cuddy,  “the”  Bill  Cuddy  of  RKO, 
saw  the  Cuddy  household  become  a sextet 
last  week.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cudy’s  fourth  is 
a girl. 

Fred  Waring,  the  band  leader,  was  in  the 
Hu'O'  last  week  to  attend  sessions  of  the 
eastern  music  educators’  conference. 

Paul  Ketchum,  former  manager  of  the 
Tower  in  Lowell  and  before  that  with  the 
Standard  chain  in  Oklahoma,  has  joined 
the  Schine  managerial  list. 

Phil  Berler,  E.  M.  Loew  head  booker, 
and  Mrs.  Berler  are  making  15  days  of  it 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canal  Zone  and 
sundry  other  points  tropical. 

Mac  Farber,  recently  with  Grand  Na- 
( Continued  on  page  97) 
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Many  Legislative  Proposals  Amkino  Sues  Over 
Keep  Boston  Trade  Alert  "Mamlock"  Ban 


Boston — Film  figures  continue  to  keep  a 
close  watch  on  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature. Theatre  interests  were  unof- 
ficially pleased  over  a bill  to  permit  Sun- 
day dancing  when  conducted  by  charit- 
able, civic  and  other  organizations  failed. 
The  measure  was  given  permission  to 
withdraw,  recommitted,  and  again  given 
leave  to  withdraw. 

It  was  felt  that  severe  Sunday  competi- 
tion might  result,  with  promoters  staging 
regular  dances  and  contributing  a small 
percentage  of  receipts  to  organizations 
lending  their  names  to  the  affairs. 

Home  rule  for  cities  and  towns  in  the 
regulation  and  control  of  billboards  was 
advocated  in  a bill  given  a legislative 
hearing  before  the  committee  on  mercan- 
tile affairs.  Opposition  from  numerous 
sources  w'as  recorded  on  the  grounds  that 
enactment  of  the  measure  would  result  in 
more  than  300  sets  of  different  regulations 
in  Massachusetts. 

Gov.  Leverett  Saltonstall  sent  a special 
message  to  the  legislature,  urging  the 
passage  of  an  act  permitting  state  of- 
ficials to  enter  upon  private  property  for 
the  purpose  of  removing  or  reducing  fire 
hazards. 

Constitutionality  of  a statute  enacted 
last  year,  whereby  partial  payment  of 
taxes  must  be  made  before  one  may  ap- 
peal to  the  state  appellate  tax  board,  was 
challenged. 

Still  very  much  in  the  works  are  the 
various  sales  tax  proposals,  all  containing 
potential  threats  to  theatres. 

The  industry  is  unofficially  opposing 


several  lottery  measures  on  the  assump- 
tion that  passage  of  the  legislation  would 
eat  up  small  change  which,  otherwise, 
might  go  for  theatre  admissions. 


Proposed  New  Hampshire 
Sales  Tax  Stirs  Trade 

Boston — A sales  tax,  advocated  for  New 
Hampshire,  is  arousing  theatre  men  there 
because  of  the  possibility  that  provisions 
may  include  theatre  admissions.  John  G. 
Marston,  secretary  of  the  state  tax  com- 
mission, is  on  record  that,  in  his  belief, 
sales  taxes  are  inevitable  in  all  the  New 
England  states. 


Strong  Objection  Shown 
To  Sales  Tax  Bill 

Boston — Heavy  opposition  was  regis- 
tered here  against  the  proposed  two  per 
cent  sales  tax.  The  measm'e,  designed  to 
raise  approximately  $40,000,000  annually, 
was  given  a public  hearing  by  the  legisla- 
tive committee  on  taxation.  Main  thea- 
tre interest  in  the  proposition  is  that  such 
a levy  might  include  theatre  admissions. 


Burch  Installations 

Boston — Latest  installations  of  Burch 
pcpcorn  machines  in  New  England  thea- 
tres are  announced  as  follows:  Colonial 
and  Tremont,  Nashua,  N.  H,;  Millinocket, 
Millinocket,  Me,;  Palace,  Manchester,  N,  H, 
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Boston — Amkino  has  brought  a suit  in 
equity  in  Suffolk  superior  court  against 
the  Massachusetts  department  of  public 
safety.  The  bill  of  complaint  asks  that 
Commissioner  Eugene  M.  McSweeney  be 
ordered  to  approve  “Professor  Mamlock” 
on  the  grounds  that  disapproval  is  an 
abuse  of  his  office.  It  is  also  alleged  that 
the  picture,  instead  of  ridiculing  the  Jew- 
ish race,  holds  it  up  to  “pity  and  com- 
passion.” 

A hearing  on  a request  for  an  injunction 
was  to  have  been  held  Wednesday. 

“Professor  Mamlock”  was  banned  in  its 
entirety  by  the  Massachusetts  bureau  of 
Sunday  censorship.  This  body,  however, 
has  jurisdiction  only  over  showings  on  the 
Sabbath.  Boston  passed  the  importation 
for  weekday  showings  and  other  local  li- 
censing authorities  may  do  likewise  at 
their  own  discretion. 


Warner's  "Fat  Chance" 
Short  Gets  Trimmed 

Boston  — “Girls  with  bare  abdomens” 
have  a fat  chance  on  Massachusetts  sil- 
ver screens.  Scenes  of  the  same  have 
been  clipped  from  Warner’s  “Fat  Chance.” 
Scissoring  on  the  short  comprised  the  only 
censorship  accorded  48  motion  pictures 
in  the  latest  list  to  be  released  by  the 
Massachusetts  bureau  of  Sunday  censor- 
ship. 

Passed  in  their  original  for  Bay  State 
consumption  were  Paramount’s  “Midnight,” 
Columbia’s  “Lady  and  the  Mob,”  Cameo’s 
“Code  of  the  Cactus,”  M-G-M’s  “Ice  Fol- 
lies” and  RKO’s  “Trouble  in  Sundown.” 


Mull  Maine  Lottery 

Boston — ^A  state  lottery  proposal  is  be- 
fore the  Maine  legislature.  Proponents 
seek  appointment  of  a commission  of  thi’ee 
to  administer  the  giveaway.  Half  of  the 
proceeds  would  go  for  prizes. 
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Beano  Law  Violations 
Flayed  by  Bradford 

Boston — Renewed  attacks  on  Beano  in 
Middlesex  County  were  made  here  by  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Robert  F.  Bradford  who 
moved  against  what  he  termed  open  de- 
fiance of  the  Beano  law  in  Marlboro.  One 
of  the  provisions  of  this  statute  prohibits 
so-called  door  and  attendance  prizes  and 
limits  playing  prizes  to  $100  per  game. 

Local  officials  of  most  of  the  54  Middle- 
sex cities  and  towns  have  communicated 
with  the  district  attorney’s  office  since  his 
March  7 order  banning  illegal  Beano,  it  is 
understood,  and  have  assured  Bradford 
that  they  would  cooperate  by  revoking 
permits  of  any  operators  whose  games  did 
not  comply  with  the  statutes. 

Boston  Exhibitors  Stop 
Two  Racing  Permits 

Boston — Local  theatre  men  were  suc- 
cessful in  opposition  to  the  granting  of  a 
permit  for  dog  racing  in  Boston  Garden. 
An  application  for  horseracing  at  a pro- 
posed Westport  track  also  was  denied  by 
the  Massachusetts  racing  commission. 
Neither  matter  is  yet  dead,  however. 

Dog  track  licenses  were  granted  at 
Dighton,  Wareham,  Readville  and  Lake- 
ville. 


(Continued  from  page  95) 
ticnal  and  before  that  with  Imperial,  is 
now  selling  celluloid  for  Roy  E.  Heffner. 

George  Kraska,  Fine  Arts  operator,  has 
been  on  the  invalid  list. 

Max  Fimi,  general  manager  of  the  E.  M. 
Loew  circuit,  has  ordered  a policy  shift  at 
the  Capitol  in  Lyrm.  The  house  is  now 
opening  Thursday  instead  of  Friday. 

H.  M.  Addison,  Loew’s  divisional  mana- 
ger, retained  “Pygmalion"’  and  “Let  Us 
Live"  for  second  stanzas  at  the  day-and- 
date  Loew’s  State  and  Orpheum. 

William  Gaffney,  operator  of  the  niterie, 
the  Flarnmgo,  has  checked  out  Bob  Hardy 
and  his  music.  Gene  Dennis  is  replacing. 

Fred  Greenway,  manager  of  Loew’s 
State,  is  again  ringmaster  of  a herd  of 
rabbits.  The  in-the-flesh  bunnies  form  the 
motif  of  an  Easter  lobby  display  at  Loew’s 
State.  They’ll  later  be  handed  out  as  the 
aftermath  of  some  contest  or  other. 

Harry  Goldstein,  brother  of  George 
Kraska’ s secretary,  has  been  added  to  the 
staff  of  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

Norma  Boone,  recently  at  the  Penthouse, 


is  back  at  Lou  Walter’s  Latin  Quarter  and 
a matron.  She’s  the  most  attractive  red- 
head who  was  after  Sam  Haase,  theatre 
broker,  and  Manny  Cohen,  Columbia  sales- 
man, to  be  her  partner  in  the  Lambeth 
walk  at  the  Independent  Exhibitors’  lunch- 
eon last  week. 

Max  Melincoff,  local  Warner  circuit 
head,  and  Mrs.  Melincoff  are  back  in  town 
with  Caribbean  tans. 

Jack  Findlay,  Westerly  exhibitor,  was  in 
from  Rhode  Island  last  week  . . . A1  An- 
ders and  Mrs.  Anders  were  east  from 
Springfield  . . . Warren  Nichols,  Peter- 
borough theatre  owner,  was  down  from  the 
New  Hampshire  hills. 

Harry  Browning,  M&P  advertising  head, 
has  been  07i  sick  leave  with  the  flu  or  a 
reasonable  facsimile.  Meyer  Marcus,  as- 
sistant, has  been  handling  routine  matter. 

Edward  Comi  did  much  of  the  renovating 
job  at  Mike  Bruno’s  Tilton’s  Theatre  in  the 
New  Hampshire  preparatory  school  town. 
The  house  underwent  fire  and  smoke  loss. 
Some  celebrating  patron,  it  has  been 
opined,  precipitated  the  conflagration  by 
(Continued  on  page  99) 
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Operator-Licensing 
Variation  Fought 

Portland,  Me.  — Maine  theatre  owners 
are  keeping  an  eye  on  Augusta  these  days 
as  the  lawmakers  ponder  ways  and  means 
of  providing  pensions  for  the  aged.  The 
legislature  is  expected  to  be  in  session  at 
least  another  month. 

A bill  which  would  give  the  state  in- 
surance commissioner  authority  over  the 
licensing  of  motion  picture  machine 
operators  was  opposed  March  15  before 
the  legislative  mercantile  affairs  and  in- 
surance committee  by  representatives  of 
the  Portland  and  Bangor  locals  of  the 
MPMO. 

Although  representatives  of  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres  Co.  sup- 
ported legislation  providing  that  booths 
be  constructed  of  fire-proof  materials, 
they  vigorously  opposed  passage  of  a bill 
providing  annual  inspection  of  all  theatres 
by  the  state  insurance  department,  with 
a penalty  for  failure  to  provide  sufficient 
fire  exits. 

William  Gladstone  of  Raymond,  who 
said  he  had  been  associated  with  the 
theatre  business  in  Maine  the  past  decade, 
said  backstage  conditions  in  some  Maine 
theatres  were  “simply  terrible.’’  He  men- 
tioned allegedly  inadequate  toilet  and 
dressing  room  facilities,  the  danger  of 
dry  ropes  breaking  and  dropping  props, 
unsafe  switchboards,  narrow  aisles  and 
poor  ventilation. 

Ernest  L.  Goodspeed,  representing  the 
company,  said  the  measure  was  “hastily 
and  loosely  drawn  . . . and  does  not  deal 
intelligently  with  the  subject.” 

Racing  and  Lottery  Bills  Up 

These  measures,  together  with  the  Sun- 
day show  bill,  are  of  direct  concern  to  the 
theatres.  There  are  other  bills,  however, 
in  which  theatremen  are  intensely  inter- 
ested, although  they  are  not  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  squa’oble  surrounding 
each.  Two  of  these  bills  deal  with  dog- 
racing and  a state  lottery. 

When  hearings  on  both  bills  were  held 
March  16,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Smith, 
superintendent  of  the  Maine  Christian 
Civic  League,  said  the  churches  were 
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against  both.  He  said  revenue  derived 
from  a state  lottery — estimated  by  pro- 
ponents at  $2,000,000  annually — would  be 
“a  small  prize  for  the  moral  integrity 
destroyed  and  the  political  corruption  en- 
tailed.” In  opposing  the  second  bill,  he 
told  the  legal  affairs  committee  that  every 
Massachusetts  county,  except  Suffolk, 
“voted  dogs  and  horses  out  because  of  the 
evils  attendant”  last  fall. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  told  by  Rep. 
Chester  A.  Weed  of  Manchester  that  be- 
fore church  people  “take  a stand  in  op- 
position to  a lottery,  they  should  begin 
looking  at  their  own  doings.”  He  said 
churches  frequently  sell  “chances”  at  their 
fairs. 

Proponents  of  the  dog-racing  bill,  as 
sorting  a corporation  contemplated  build- 
ing a $300,000  track  at  Old  Orchard  Beach 
that  would  bring  the  state  $101,000  a 
year,  called  the  bill  “another  soui'ce  of 
revenue  which  doesn’t  tax  anybody  except 
those  who  wish  to  patronize  it.” 

Maine  already  has  legal  pari-mutuel  bet- 
ting on  light  harness  horse  racing. 

Connecticut  Bingo  Bill 
Back  to  Committee 

Hartford — S.  B.  277,  the  last  Bingo 
Bill  remaining  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
state  legislature,  was  sent  back  to  the 
judiciary  committee  who  had  rendered  an 
unfavorable  report.  Senator  Cole  (D), 
Bridgeport,  sponsor  of  the  bill,  believed 
he  had  rallied  sufficient  support  to  pass 
the  bill  in  the  senate  over  the  unfavor- 
able report  of  the  judiciary  committee. 
Had  this  happened  it  would  have  been 
the  first  time  the  senate  would  have  up- 
set the  judiciary  committee.  Predictions 
for  the  lower  house  were  that  the  bill 
would  have  been  rejected  there.  Signs  of 
the  exceptional  report  in  the  senate  caused 
the  judiciary  committee  to  recall  the  bill, 
for  new  report  by  the  committee.  So- 
cialist senators  from  Bridgeport  appear 
divided  on  the  bill.  Governor  Baldwin 
has  made  no  response  to  Senator  Cole’s 
plea  for  support  of  the  bill. 

Projection  Safety  Bill 
Opposed  by  Trade 

Boston  — A public  hearing  was  held 
Tuesday  by  the  legislative  committee  on 
public  safety  on  a bill  to  require  installa- 
tion of  safety  control  devices  on  projec- 
tion machines.  All  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, including  labor,  were  lined  up 
against  the  matter. 

The  bill  would  necessitate  the  equip- 
ment of  projection  machines  with  a unit 
“that  will  automatically  interpose  an 
opaque  heat-resisting  shutter  or  guard  be- 
tween the  projection  light  and  . . . film 
. . . instantaneously”  upon  breakage  or 
“any  interruption  or  change  of  the  regu- 
lar feed  movement  of  said  film.”  The  de- 
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^HARLES  LEACH  has  resigned  from 
Imperial  Pictures  and  has  become  as- 
sociated with  a photograph  stamp  pre- 
mium company  as  a salesman.  Until  this 
week  Leach  represented  Imperial  here. 

Morris  Nunes  has  returned  from  a South 
American  cruise  . . . Leo  Shapiro  of  the 
Guilford  Theatre,  Guilford,  and  Lou  Mos- 
cow of  Progressive  Premiums,  have  left 
for  a trip  to  Florida  with  their  wives. 

Lincoln  Cinema  Guild,  Inc.,  of  which 
Harry  Segal  and  Joseph  Levine  were  the 
sponsors,  has  ceased  operating  the  Lin- 
coln Theatre,  New  Haven,  turning  back 
the  operation  to  Gilbert  Josephson  of  the 
World  Theatre,  New  York. 

Joseph  Einhorn,  erstwhile  assistant 
manager  at  the  Lincoln  here,  has  become 
associated  with  Cine  Grand,  selling  “I 
Was  a Captive  of  Nazi  Germany”  and 
‘‘Unashamed”  in  New  England.  Einhorn 
is  making  his  headquarters  at  New  Haven. 

Mrs.  Jack  Crawford  is  again  manager 
of  the  Lincoln  which  is  again  being  oper- 
ated by  Gilbert  Josephson’s  Lincoln  The- 
atres, Inc.,  the  owner  of  the  building.  A 
double  feature  policy  is  being  used  with 
admissions  at  25c  for  the  afternoon  and 
40c  for  the  evening.  This  is  a new  policy 
for  this  theatre  which  has  specialized  in 
foreign  films. 


Sequel  by  Universal 

Hollywood — As  a sequel  to  “The  Invis- 
ible Man,”  made  six  years  ago.  Universal 
will  produce  “The  Invisible  Man  Returns.” 
Kurt  Siodmak  is  on  the  script. 


vice  would  also  “instantly  shut  off  the 
motive  power  of  the  machine  and  stop  its 
moving  mechanism.” 


Hearty  Support  Accorded 
New  Picketing  Statute 

Boston  — Legislation  to  permit  imre- 
stricted  use  of  picketing  lines  in  labor  dis- 
putes and  to  remove  certain  regulations 
anent  the  distribution  of  placards  and 
handbills  was  accorded  hearty  labor  sup- 
port at  a legislative  hearing  last  week. 

“Some  clarification  of  the  statutes  is 
necessary,”  the  assistant  secretary  of 
Governor  Leverett  Saltonstall  recorded. 
“Our  workers  are  entitled  to  the  right  to 
collective  bargaining  and  peaceful  picket- 
ing in  any  manner  not  accompanied  by 
fraud,  violence,  or  deception.” 


Two-in-Booth  Bills 
Are  Rejected 

Hartford — The  state  senate  and  house 
respectively  rejected  S.  B.  250  judiciary 
and  H.  B.  596  public  health  and  safety 
which  were  popularly  known  as  “the  two 
men  in  a booth  bills.” 
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(Continued  from  page  97) 
tossing  a cigarette  into  the  theatre  piano 
on  New  Year’s  eve. 

Helen  Lane  has  resigned  from  the  M&P 
Theatres  Corp.  to  go  with  the  John  Han- 
cock insurance  firm  . . . Gina  Borgner, 
sister-in-law  of  E.  M.  Loew  who  recently 
married  Haberdasher  Joseph  Cohen,  is 
back  at  the  chain  headquarters  on  Tre- 
mont  St. 

Joyce  Dana,  film  critic  for  the  Boston 
Ameriean,  welcomed  her  father  back  from 
the  Winthrop  Community  Hospital.  Her 
mother  had  already  returned  from  the  in- 
stitution. 

Loew’s  headquarters  received  telephone 
complaints  protesting  the  use  of  the  alleg- 
edly Irish  names,  “Taylor,  Burke  and 
Walsh,”  for  the  three  gangsters  in  Co- 
lumbia’s “Let  Us  Live.”  The  story  is  based 
on  a recent  Massachusetts  crime  series 
during  which  three  bandits  killed  a tvatch- 
man  at  the  Paramount  Theatre  in  Lynii 
and  committed  other  felonies  that  led 
them  to  the  electric  chair. 

Paul  Whiteman  and  other  national  fig- 
ures are  scheduled  to  appear  at  the  candy 
show  at  the  Mechanics  Bldg.  The  heavily 
promoted  affair,  advanced  by  a scheme 
whereby  a premium  goes  to  ticket  sellers, 
may  draw  250,000  people  in  five  days  if 
estimates  come  true.  Such  a pull  would 
furnish  a theatre  jolt. 


Bridgeport  Revaluation 
Beneiits  Loew-Poli 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  greatest  bene- 
factor by  the  deliberations  of  the  board 
of  relief  was  the  Loew-Poli  New  England 
Theatres,  Inc.  The  board  slashed  the  as- 
sessed valuations  of  the  chain’s  Bridge- 
port holdings  to  the  extent  of  $15,000. 
The  final  valuation  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation  is  $2,210,015. 

Property  involved  included  the  Loew- 
Poli,  Majestic,  Globe,  Lyric  theatres  and 
the  old  Plaza  Theatre  site. 


Allot  48  Days  Racing 
At  Rockingham  Park 

Concord,  N.  H. — There  will  be  48  days 
of  pari-mutuel  horse  racing  this  year  at 
Rockingham  Park  in  Salem,  where  exten- 
sive alterations  will  be  made,  William  L. 
Phinney,  chairman  of  the  state  racing 
commission,  has  announced. 

The  commission’s  favorable  action  al- 
lows the  New  Hampshire  Jockey  Club  to 
conduct  two  meets,  the  first  running  from 
July  24  to  August  12,  an  18-day  period, 
and  the  second.  Sept.  12  to  Oct.  21. 


M.  N.  Wolf  and  Jack  Byrne  of  M-G-M 
have  been  Chicago  conventioneering , to- 
gether with  Ben  Bebchick,  Harry  Rosen- 
blatt, Harry  Worden,  I.  J.  Curran,  Ed 
Renick  and  Bert  MacKenzie  . . . Matt 
Donahue,  M-G-M  booker,  accompanied 
Metro  conventioneers  to  Chicago  on  a spe- 
cial assignment. 

Dave  Whalen,  national  exploitation  man- 
ager for  Republic,  and  former  advertising 
head  for  Republic  Pictures  Corp.  of  New 
England,  may  hop  over  to  this  territory 
during  a national  trip  in  behalf  of  “Man 
of  Conquest.” 


PERSONAL  BOOKING  SERVICE 

Direct  representation  in  the  exchanges  for 
your  theatre — seven  days  a week. 

HERBERT  HIGGENS 

250  Stuart  Street 
HANcock  6788-5790 
BOSTON 
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Step  up  and  meet  Sam  Resnick,  well-known  impresario  of  the  Andover, 
Mass.,  Playhouse.  We  understand  that  Sam  acts  as  mayor  on  occasions  when 
the  regular  boss  is  out  of  town.  Maybe  you  didn't  know  that  he  is  an 
able  lawyer,  too.  Any  time  you  get  a ticket  when  speeding  through  Andover, 
just  turn  it  over  to  “Mayor"  Resnick.  Gene  Gross,  our  happy-looking  sales- 
man, is  really  worrying  his  head  off.  Or  should  we  say  his  hair?  Gene  looked 
at  the  picture  and  asked,  “Can't  you  put  some  hair  on  me?"  Nevertheless,  he 
is  still  the  sheik  of  Church  Street  and  by  the  time  you'll  be  reading  this.  Gene 
will  have  passed  out  cigars  in  honor  of  another  blessed  event. 

* * * 


Next  on  the  roster  of 
Monogram  faithfuls  is 
Arthur  L.  White,  genial 
exhibitor  from  Mans- 
field, Mass.  Note  the 
look  of  joy  on  his  face 
as  he  leaves  the  ex- 
change office.  Only  one 
thing  could  have  in- 
duced that  smile — sat- 
isfaction with  our  prod- 
uct. Anyway,  Mr.  White 
is  an  ardent  collector 
of  antiques  and  lives 
in  one  of  New  Eng- 
land's oldest  houses. 

He  invariably  wears  a 
gabardine  coat  around  town  and  re- 
sembles a college  man. 

it  * -k 

If  you  want  to  have  that  contented 


look  (and  have  a pic- 
ture of  yourself  taken 
at  the  same  time),  stop 
in  our  office  for  a chat 
about  the  new  Mono- 
gram films.  Boris  Kar- 
loff in  “The  Mystery  of 
Mr.  Wong"  is  a real 
winner  and  we  expect 
big  things  from  Jackie 
Cooper  in  “Streets  of 
New  York."  We  prom- 
ise not  to  bill  you  $15 
a dozen  for  your  photo- 
graphs. They  are  ab- 
solutely free,  and  in  addition,  we 
turn  over  a couple  of  prints  to  you 
for  the  old  family  album. 

Steve  Broidy 


Monogram 

39  CHURCH  STREET 


Pictures,  inc. 

• BOSTON 
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After  Definitions 
In  M&R  Suit 


(Continued  from  page  94) 

copies  of  the  application.  I take  two 
copies  and  send  two  copies  to  New  York. 
New  York  looks  over  the  copies  and  re- 
turns one  copy  to  me.  I retain  one  of 
the  three  copies.  Now  at  the  time  when 
it  is  sent  to  me,  I send  only  two  to  New 
York.  Tliey  send  one  back  to  me.  I ap- 
prove the  copies  which  I have  been  hold- 
ing and  send  the  other  copy  to  the  Boston 
exchange  or  to  the  exhibitor  after  I have 
approved  it.” 

The  Master  looked  somewhat  baffled 
and  asked  several  other  questions  to  clear 
up  the  routine. 

Exclusive  Runs  or  Not 

The  subject  of  exclusive  runs  was 
dwelled  upon  by  Ryan.  Bailey  was  asked 
if  he  had  taken  a phrase,  “ ‘exclusive  runs 
in  Portsmouth’,”  out  of  a contract  on  the 
advice  of  the  legal  department. 

•‘I  didn’t  take  it  out  on  the  advice  of  the 
legal  department,”  replied  Bailey.  “If  I 
had  seen  it  in  the  contract,  I would  have 
taken  it  out  as  I have  done  before.” 

“Had  it  at  any  time  been  explained  to 
you  that  such  a contract  might  have  evi- 
dence of  illegality?”  Ryan  wanted  to  know. 

“It  didn’t  have  to  be  explained  to  me.  I 
sold  Paramount  Pictures  many,  many 
years  ago,  and  we  had  always  listed  'non- 
exclusive’ in  the  contract.” 

“And  you  felt  that  ‘exclusive’  might  be 
something  which  would  be  in  writing  to 
show  an  illegal  arrangement,  did  you 
not?” 

“Not  illegal  in  my  mind,”  Bailey  re- 
sponded. “It  might  be  misleading.” 

Ryan  introduced  a letter  from  E.  C. 
Grainger  to  J.  J.  Ford,  head  of  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  chain. 

“ ‘We  object  to  the  clause  giving  you 
exclusive  run  in  any  particular  city’,” 
Ryan  read  from  the  epistle.  “ ‘I  believe  you 
are  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kent 
in  the  past  has  been  definitely  opposed  to 
exclusive  selling  as  a policy.  He  is  not 
opposed  to  confining  our  runs  to  one  par- 
ticular theatre  or  one  particular  account 
where  in  our  judgment  that  is  the  right 
thing  to  do  from  the  standpoint  of  good 
business  but,  once  we  take  an  exclusive 
contract  it  establishes  a very  bad  prece- 
dent, and  it,  in  effect,  is  notice  to  the  ex- 
hibitors in  general  that  we  are  selling  ex- 
clusive contracts.’ 

“In  practical  effect,  Mr.  Bailey,”  Ryan 
continued,  “do  you  know  of  any  differ- 
ence of  selling  exclusive  runs  or  confining 
the  run  to  one  particular  theatre  or  one 
particular  account?” 

“Usually  in  the  case  where  the  exhibitor 
wishes  exclusive,”  Bailey  said,  “it  is  where 
two  theatres  have  been  running  day-and- 
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date  in  a said  run  and  one  wants  exclu- 
sive on  that  particular  run  tor  the  coming 
year.  We  have  not  listed  it  on  the  con- 
tract. It  doesn’t  mean  in  every  case  ex- 
cluding it  from  other  theatres  in  the 
town  for  subsequent  imns.  If  we  said 
‘exclusive  first  run,’  we  would  mean  the 
picture  is  exclusive  for  that  run  and  can 
not  be  dated  in  another  theatre  to  play 
day-and-date  on  that  run.” 

“When  you  say  ‘exclusive  first-run,’  you 
mean  that  is  the  only  theatre  that  is  go- 
ing to  get  the  first  run  of  that  product  in 
that  locality?” 

"In  that  zone.” 

Ryan  repeated  the  question. 

“That  is  why  we  have  objected  to  the 
listing  of  the  word  ‘exclusive’,”  Bailey 
responded  this  time. 

“In  practical  effect,  what  is  the  dif- 
ference between  an  exclusive  run  in  Ports- 
mouth and  confining  your  runs  to  one 
particular  account,  that  being  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres?” 

“Well,  the  selling  of  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  two  runs  in  Ports- 
mouth, I would  not  consider  it  exclusive 
for  the  first  run,  because  the  second  run 
played  the  product.” 

"You  would  consider  it  exclusive  run, 
though,  wouldn’t  you?”  pressed  Ryan. 

"Well,  as  long  as  we  had  two  runs  in 
Portsmouth  from  the  years  past,  I would 
think  that  would  be  enough  runs  in  Ports- 
mouth, a town  the  size  of  that  with  first 
and  second  runs.  I wouldn’t  think  that 
another  run  in  Portsmouth  would  be 
necessary.” 

“All  right,  Mr.  Bailey,”  Ryan  inter- 
rupted. “Come  back  to  my  question  . . . 
In  practical  effect,  was  there  any  differ- 
ence between  selling  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  Theatres  exclusive  runs  in 
Portsmouth  and  confining  your  runs  of 
that  particular  account,  that  is  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  Theatres?” 

Bailey’s  Answer  Stricken 

"The  'way  I understood  it,”  said  Bailey, 
“we  only  objected  to  leaving  it  in  the  con- 
tract as  it  would  establish  a bad  prece- 
dent in  other  situations,  the  word  ‘exclu- 
sive’ pertaining  to  those  runs  which  were 
played  day-and-date  in  other  situations.” 

“So  far  as  the  practical  effect  was  con- 
cerned, it  was  the  same  thing,  isn’t  that 
correct!”  pressed  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs. 

“I  can’t  say  it  is  the  same  effect.” 

“If  you  can’t  say  it  is  the  same,  tell  us 
in  any  respect  where  it  is  different  in  its 
practical  operation,”  Ryan  challenged. 

“As  I stated,  in  other  situations  we 
didn’t  put  ‘exclusive’  on  because  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  misleading.” 

“Can’t  you  answer  the  question?” 

Bailey  asked  to  have  the  question  re- 
peated. This  was  done. 

“Well,”  Bailey  replied  this  time,  “I 
would  say  in  Portsmouth,  a town  the  size 
of  Portsmouth,  two  runs  would  be  suf- 
ficient for  our  product.” 

Ryan  turned  to  the  Master  and  de- 
manded, “I  ask  that  this  answer  be 
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Paul  Ketchum  Now  With 
Schine  in  Rochester 

Boston — Paul  Ketchum  is  now  manager 
for  the  Schine  circuit  in  Rochester,  New 
York.  Ketchum  resigned  a few  weeks  ago 
from  the  managership  of  the  Tower  The- 
atre in  Lowell,  Roy  E.  Heffner  house,  so 
as  to  join  Pat  McGee  with  the  former 
circuit.  The  two  were  formerly  with 
Standard  Theatres  in  Oklahoma. 

Taunton's  Strand  Theatre 
Destroyed  by  Flames 

Boston  — Fire  destroyed  the  Strand 
Theatre  in  Taunton  last  week,  as  an  audi- 
ence of  350  fled  the  house  in  orderly 
fashion.  Loss  was  estimated  at  $75,000. 

The  blaze  threatened  the  Park,  next 
door  theatre,  and  some  250  evacuated  that 
house.  Raymond  McNamara  is  manager 
at  the  Julius  Joelson  house. 

April  Reopening  Likely 
For  Claremont  House 

Boston — The  Magnet  Theatre,  Fred 
Sharby  house  in  Claremont,  N.  H.,  is 
pointing  toward  an  April  reopening.  Capi- 
tol Theatre  Supply  Co.  is  taking  an  im- 
portant hand  in  the  refinishing  of  the 
house  which  suffered  approximately  $30,- 
000  fire  damage  about  five  weeks  ago. 
Seats,  carpets,  stage  draperies  and  screen 
are  being  furnished  by  Capitol. 


Frank  Herrick 

Boston — Services  for  Frank  Herrick,  78- 
year-old  theatre  ticket  broker,  were  con- 
ducted at  Salem  last  week. 


stricken  as  not  responsive  and  that  the 
witness  be  instructed  to  answer.” 

“Strike  the  answer,”  Hendrick  complied. 
He  asked  Bailey,  “Do  you  understand  the 
question?” 

Bailey  replied  that  he  did  not,  and  a 
noon  recess  was  then  taken.  Upon  re- 
convening, Ryan  referred  to  a letter  from 
Ford  to  Grainger  and  read  the  excerpt: 

“ ‘We  note  that  you  object  to  the  ex- 
clusive run  of  the  contract,  yet  you  say 
that  Mr.  Kent  is  not  opposed  to  confining 
runs  to  a particular  theatre  or  one  par- 
ticular account.  It  may  be  that  there  is 
a distinction  with  a difference  between 
these  two  propositions,  but  to  me  it  ap- 
pears to  be  exactly  the  same.  That  is, 
an  exclusive  contract  is  the  same  as  con- 
fining your  runs  to  a particular  theatre 
or  to  a particular  account. 

“ ‘Therefore’,”  continued  the  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  Theatres  head,  “ ‘if  you 
will  confine  your  runs  to  our  particular 
account,  then  it  is  entirely  satisfactory  to 
us,  but,  if  you  have  in  mind  selling  an- 
other account  in  any  of  our  towns  then 
we  would  prefer  by  far  that  you  sell  the 
other  account  first-run  and,  if  we  desire, 
we  will  buy  the  subsequent  run.’  ” 

Asked  if  he  had  that  letter  in  mind 
when  he  made  his  “answer  that  there  was 
no  understanding  that  (he)  wouldn’t  sell 
any  other  account  in  Portsmouth  than 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theatre,” 
Bailey  replied  that  he  did  not  have  the 
“letter  in  mind  at  all”  and  that  he  doubted 
if  he  had  “ever  received  a copy  of  this 
letter.” 
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MOMftND  HLES  COURT-ORDERED  PARTICULARS 
LISTING  INDEPENDENT  PRODUCERS  "BARRED" 


Specific  Producer-Owned 
Theatres  Are  Named 
In  Presentation 


Oklahoma  City — Details  citing  how 
protection  schedules  were  allegedly  “fixed 
and  controlled”  by  major  producers  own- 
ing theatre  circuits  and  listing  producers 
of  independent  films  allegedly  driven  out 
of  business  by  monopolistic  actions  of 
major  producers,  a bill  of  particulars  has 
been  filed  by  A.  B.  Momand  in  his  two 
$4,500,000  anti-trust  suits  now  in  the 
U.  S.  district  court  of  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Judge 
Murrah,  filed  February  28,  the  names  of 
“independent  producers  who  have  been 
unable  to  procure  the  exhibition  of  their 
films  in  producer-controlled  theatres” 
were  given  as  follows; 

Action  Pictures,  Inc.;  Aeolian  Pictures, 
Inc.;  Associated  Producers,  Inc.;  William 
Alexander;  All  Art  Pictures  Corp.;  Allied 
Distributors;  American  Cinema  Associates; 
American  General  Film;  Aristocrat  Pic- 
tures; Arkay  Film  Exchange;  Artclass  Pic- 
tures Corp.;  Artlee  Pictures;  Associated 
Cinemas  of  America,  Inc.;  Astor  Pictures; 
Audible  Pictures;  Aurora  Film  Corp.; 
Harold  Austin;  Aywon  Film  Corp.;  Beck- 
man Film  Corp.;  Big  Four;  Biltmore  Pic- 
tures; J.  Stuart  Blackton;  Richard  G. 
Block;  Bottonelli  Film  Co.;  Bowes  Pro- 
ductions; Bray  Pictures  Corp.;  Broadway 
Hollywood  Productions;  Ernest  Bru; 
Capitol  Film  Exchange;  Century  Produc- 
tions; Chadwick  Pictures  Corp.;  Clois 
Phyllis  Productions;  Celebrity  Pictures; 
Cosmos  Pictures;  J.  V.  Crenonin;  Eagle 
Films;  Elbee  Pictures  Corp.;  Enrico  Cu- 
tali;  Bruno  Du  day;  Equitable  Pictures; 
Ernest  Mattson;  Excellent  Pictures;  Ex- 
hibitors Film  Exchange;  Exploitation  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Faith  Pictures  Corp.;  Famous 
Attractions;  Fanchon  Royer;  Film  Ex- 
change, Inc.;  FUmchoice,  Inc.;  First  Na- 
tional Productions  Corp.;  James  A.  Fitz- 
Patrick;  Freuler  Film  Associates,  Inc.; 
Goldie  Films;  Goodwill  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Symon  Gould;  A1  Griffith  Grey;  Arthur 
Greenblatt;  Headline  Pictures  Corp.;  Hel- 
ler Pictures;  High  Art  Pictures;  M.  H. 
Hoffman;  Invincible  Pictures;  F.  B.  Isaac; 
Jafa;  Henry  Kaufman;  Kowo  Tonofilm; 
Sherman  S.  Krellberg;  John  Krimsky  and 
Gifford  Cochran;  Lee-Bradford;  Nat  Le- 
vine; Liberty  Productions;  Lumas  Film 
Corp.;  Jack  Lustberg;  Madison  Pictures; 
Master  Art  Products,  Inc.;  Ernest  Matt- 
son, Inc.;  Maxim  Productions,  Inc.;  May- 
flower; Mercury  Pictures;  Monopoly  Film 
Corp.;  Motion  Picture  Guild;  Moviegraphs, 
Inc.;  National  Plays,  Ltd.;  New  Era  Pic- 
tures; Olympia  Macre  Excelsior  Pictures 
Corp.;  Osso  Productions;  Peerless  Pic- 
tures; Picture  Classics,  Inc.;  William 
Pizor;  Adolph  Poliak  Productions;  Bud 
Pollard  Productions;  Portali  Pictures; 


Powers  Pictures,  Inc.;  Preferred  Pictures; 
Rayart  Pictures  Corp.;  Regal  Talking  Pic- 
tures; Regent  Pictures;  Reliance  Pictures; 
Remington  Pictures;  Rex  Pictures;  Road- 
show Productions;  Herman  Ross  Enter- 
prises, Inc. 

William  Rowland — Monte  Brice  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.;  George  Schneider;  Lester 
F.  Scott;  Screencraft;  Select  Pictures 
Corp.;  Sierra  Pictures  Corp.;  Dr.  Alex- 
ander Singelow;  Sono-Art  World-Wide; 
Sidney  A.  Snow;  Stanley  Distributing 
Corp.;  Sterling  Pictures  Corp.;  Simset 
Productions;  Superb  Pictures;  Superior 
Talking  Pictures,  Inc.;  Syncro  Art;  Talk- 
ing Picture  Expics;  Thalia  Amusement 
Corp.;  Tiffany  Productions,  Inc.;  Otto 
Trippel;  Charles  Unger;  Unique  Foto 
Film;  Unusual  Photoplays;  Van  Beuren 
Corporation;  Bruno  Valletty;  Vitullo 
Films;  Carveth  Wells;  J.  R.  Whitney;  J. 
D.  Williams  and  Associates;  Windsor  Pic- 
ture Plays;  Worldart  Film  Corp.;  World 
Wide  Pictures  and  Worldkino  Corp. 

Producer  controlled  theatres  “in  which 
said  independent  producers  have  been  un- 
able to  procure  the  exhibition  of  their 
films,”  were  named  as  follows: 

Balaban  and  Katz  Corp.,  Chicago;  W. 
S.  Butterfield  Theatres,  Inc.,  Detroit; 
Century  Circuit,  Inc.,  New  York  City; 
Comerford  Theatres,  Inc.,  Scranton,  Pa.; 
Dent  Theatres,  Inc.,  Dallas;  Fox  Theatres 
Corp.,  New  York  City;  Fox  West  Coast 
Theatres,  Los  Angeles;  Loew’s,  Inc.,  New 
York  City;  Publix-Salt  Lake,  Inc.,  New 
York  City;  Publix  Theatres  Corp.,  New 
York  City;  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corp,, 
New  York  City;  RKO  Southern  Corp., 
Dallas:  United  Artists  Theatres  Circuit, 
New  York  City;  Universal  Chain  Theatres 
Corp.,  New  York  City;  Universal  Chain 
Theatrical  Enterprises,  Inc.,  New  York 
City;  Wilby  Theatre  Enterprises,  Atlanta, 
and  Wilmer  & Vincent  Theatres,  New 
York  City. 

“Independent  producers  who  have  been 
obliged  to  convey  their  assets  to  the  major 
producers  or  distributors,  or  to  merge 
with  them,  and  the  names  of  the  said  pro- 
ducers or  distributors  are  as  follows,”  the 
bill  of  particulars  sets  out: 

First  National  Producing  Corp.  by  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.;  Tiffany  Produc- 
tions, Inc.  and  Sono-Art  World-Wide 
Corp.  by  Educational  Film  Exchanges, 
Inc.,  in  1931;  Select  Pictures  Corp.  by 
Universal  Pictures  Corp.;  W.  W.  Hodkin- 
son  Corp.  by  Pathe  Exchange,  Inc.;  Van 


Ark.  ITO  Convention 
Date  Moved  Back 

Little  Rock,  Ark. — The  Independent 
Theatre  Owners  convention  date  has 
been  moved  back  from  April  2-3  to 
April  23-24,  it  is  announced  by  J.  P. 
Norman,  association  president. 


Detailed  Information  on 
The  Alleged  Unfair 
Protection  Setup 


Beuren  Corp.  by  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Corp.  or  Loew’s,  Inc. 

The  bill  sets  out  that  all  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  independent  producers  first 
listed  above  were  compelled  to  retire  from 
business  due  to  their  inability  to  place 
films  in  these  producer-distributor  con- 
trolled circuits  and  the  alleged  discrimina- 
tion by  these  circuits  against  independent 
producers. 

Referring  to  the  court’s  order  to  set 
forth  particulars  with  regard  to  allegedly 
unfair  protection  schedules  and  practices 
as  controlled  by  said  majors,  the  bill 
states : 

“For  some  years  prior  to  1930  the  the- 
atre circuits  affiliated  with  or  controlled 
by  the  major  distributors  had  made  it  a 
practice  to  send  each  season  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  major  distributors  in 
each  key  city  a protection  schedule  cover- 
ing all  its  theatres  in  the  territory  served 
by  the  exchanges  of  the  distributors  in 
that  city.  Tlie  schedule  contained  not 
only  a list  of  the  theatres  of  the  affiliated 
theatre  circuit  but  also  a list  of  the  thea- 
tres in  competition  with  or  in  proximity 
to  them  . . . The  schedules  usually  speci- 
fied also  the  admission  prices  charged  by 
those  theatres  and  the  length  of  time  and 
the  area  of  protection  required  by  the  said 
affiliated  theatres  ...  All  the  major  dis- 
tributors agreed  with  the  affiliated  thea- 
tre circuits  and  with  each  other  to  give 
the  protection  demanded  and  they  actu- 
ally gave  it  . . . Usually  the  protection  de- 
mands of  the  affiliated  exhibitors,  and  the 
protection  actually  granted,  increased 
each  year.” 

Tlie  list  of  circuits  presented  in  a 
previous  paragraph  was  designated  as 
comprising  those  to  which  protection  was 
granted.  “The  theatres  against  which 
such  protection  was  granted  comprise  sub- 
stantially all  of  the  independent  theatres 
operating  in  the  same  zones  or  localities 
and  using  the  films  of  the  same  distribu- 
tors as  those  exhibited  by  the  said  pro- 
ducer-controlled theatres,”  the  bill  fur- 
ther states. 

The  bill  then  proceeds  to  cite  a num- 
ber of  contracts  and  franchises  entered 
into  between  the  distributors  or  producers 
and  these  circuits,  quoting  paragraphs 
from  each  with  reference  to  specific  grants 
of  specific  protection  in  runs.  Contracts 
cited  are  as  follows: 

A ten-year  franchise  dated  February  3, 
1928  between  United  Artists  Corp.  and 
Publix  Theatres  Corp.  covering  theatres 
throughout  the  United  States  and  in  par- 

( Continued  on  next  page) 
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Bill  of  Particulars 
In  Momand  Suit 

(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
ticular  four  theatres  in  Oklahoma  City, 
Chickasha,  Enid  and  McAlester. 

A ten-year  franchise  dated  February  3, 
1938,  between  United  Artists  Corp.  and 
Loew’s,  Inc.,  referring  in  particular  to 
theatres  in  the  Kansas  City  area. 

A ten-year  franchise  dated  June  25, 
1937,  between  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Dis- 
tributing CoiTD.  and  Publix  covering  four 
cities  in  Oklahoma  and  one  in  Missouri. 

A ten-year  franchise  dated  June  25, 
1937,  between  Paramount  Famous-Lasky 
Corp.  and  Marcus  Loew  Booking  Agency 
covering  a number  of  theatres  throughout 
the  United  States. 

Dated  August  8,  1929,  a ten-year  fran- 
chise between  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc., 
and  Publix  Theatres  Corp.,  referring  to 
two  theatres  in  Kansas  City. 

Master  contract  dated  June  30,  1930, 
between  Fox  Film  Corp.  and  Publix  in 
Kansas  City  and  Oklahoma. 

A franchise  dated  November  2,  1931,  be- 
tween Fox  Film  Corp.  and  Skouras  Thea- 
tre Corp. 

Master  contract  dated  August  17,  1931, 
between  Fox  Film  Corp.  and  Publix  cover- 
ing four  theatres  in  Oklahoma. 

A master  contract  dated  July  30,  1930, 
between  Universal  Pictures  Corp.  and 
RKO  Corp.,  as  an  exhibitor  covering  145 
theatres  of  RKO. 

Dated  Sept.  29,  1930,  a master  contract 


between  Universal  Film  Exchange,  Inc. 
and  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  for  1930- 
31  covering  156  theatres  in  the  United 
States. 

Franchise  dated  August  12,  1929,  be- 
tween Universal  Pictures  Corp.  and  Fox 
Metropolitan  Playhouses,  Inc. 

“On  and  prior  to  January  1,  1931,  the 
affiliated  theatre  circuits  in  the  state  of 
Oklahoma  and  the  producers  and  distribu- 
tors with  which  they  were  affiliated,  and 
the  theatres  operated  by  them,  were  as 
follows,”  the  bill  outlines: 

Griffith  Amusement  Co.  by  Universal 
Chain  Theatres,  Inc.  and  Universal  The- 
atrical Enterprises,  Inc.,  affiliated  with 
Universal  Pictures  Corp.  and  the  Uni- 
niversal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.;  45  thea- 
tres in  21  Oklahoma  cities  and  towns. 

Regal  Theatres,  Inc.  affiliated  with 
Publix  Theatres  Corp.  and  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.,  then  known  as  Paramount 
Publix  Corp.;  two  houses  in  Oklahoma 
City  and  Publix  Theatres  Corp.  affiliated 
with  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  above  with 
six  houses  in  three  cities. 

Warner  Bros.  Theatres,  Inc.,  affiliated 
with  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  and 
First  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Vita- 
graph,  Inc.,  and  First  National  Pictures 
Distributing  Corp.;  eight  theatres  in  Okla- 
homa City. 

The  bill  of  particulars  then  cites  how 
the  film  boards  of  trade  were  created,  al- 
leging that  major  producers  and  distribu- 
tors organized  them  to  further  these  pro- 
tection schedules  and  practices.  It  cites 
extended  correspondence  between  attor- 
neys for  the  film  companies  and  boards 
of  trade  in  various  areas  regarding  mat- 
ters of  policy  and  fixing  of  schedules. 


Garyn  Sells  Back 
Trailer  Franchise 

Dallas — Pat  Garyn,  well  known  in  the 
southwest,  has  sold  his  Trailer-Made 
franchise  for  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Ar- 
kansas back  to  Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  the 
New  York  parent  company. 

Harry  Schwartz,  brother  of  E.  Schwartz, 
president  of  Trailer-Made,  Inc.,  was  in 
Dallas  to  close  the  deal.  Garyn  said 
his  plans  are  indefinite  and  that  he  will 
remain  in  Dallas  where  several  proposi- 
tions are  in  the  making,  he  said. 

Dallas  office  of  Trailer-Made  will  be  in 
charge  of  R.  M.  Schott,  who  has  been 
associated  with  Garyn  since  the  com- 
pany opened  its  local  branch  a few 
months  ago. 


Clubwomen  Protest 
"Obscene"  Films 

Houston — A petition  signed  by  nearly 
all  women’s  clubs  in  the  city  protested 
the  showing  of  “sensual,  dissolute,  im- 
moral and  obscene”  motion  pictures.  The 
petition  was  addressed  to  city  administra- 
tors and  to  managers  of  local  theatres. 
Gangster  films  and  “vulgar  advertise- 
ments” were  also  assailed  by  the  church 
and  club  women. 

The  protest  was  inspired  by  a recent 
showing  of  an  independent  feature  at  a 
local  subsequent  run. 


"FLUMINIARE" 

"FLUORESCENT'" 

— The  Magic  Word  in  Light 

Theatres  are  demanding  something  new  in  LIGHT, 
both  for  the  interior  and  exterior  as  well  as  for  mar- 
quees, poster  frames  and  decorations. 

"FLUMINIARE''  is  the  Answer 

Furnished  and  wired  complete  with  auxiliaries  and 
clips  ready  to  use  in  any  length. 

Consult  The  National  Salesman  or  Oflice 

NATIONAL  THEATRE  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
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JACK  GROVES,  former  United  Artists 
* salesman,  who  was  slated  to  go  in  show 
business  somewhere  in  the  state  of  Okla- 
homa, will  remain  in  Texas,  report  hav- 
ing it  that  he  has  made  a deal  for  Gail 
Pettit’s  Queen  Theatre  in  Houston. 

Rubin  Frels,  the  Victoria  exhibitor  who 
has  been  in  the  limelight  during  the  past 
jew  seasons,  was  in  town  and  among  ex- 
changes, handing  out  friendly  greetings. 

A.  Archibald,  Poly,  Ft.  Worth,  an  In- 
terstate partner,  was  on  the  Row  for  the 
first  time  in  months  ...  A welcome  visi- 
tor on  Filmrow  over  the  weekend  was 
Jack  Pettit  who  has  been  doing  a fine 
job  for  National  Screen  Service,  and  for 
himself,  down  in  New  Orleans.  Jack 
brought  Mrs.  Pettit  to  Worth  to  visit 
relatives. 

V.  E.  Hamm  of  Wichita  Falls,  who  holds 
the  record  of  operating  three  theatres  in 
his  home  tovm  against  a circuit,  was  on 
the  Row.  With  his  brother  he  also  oper- 
ates in  Vernon,  and  other  places. 

Belated  reports  are  that  Ernest  P.  Ber- 
ber caught  a 32-pound  fish  down  at  Port 
Aransas  Pass  recently.  He  didn’t  bring 
back  the  fish  but  he  did  bring  the  tail 
which  looked  like  a fan.  In  his  party  were 
P.  E.  Wilson  and  Will  Lloyd,  Dallas  ex- 
hibitors, both  veteran  fisherman  who 
caught  smaller  fry,  but  who  vouched  for 
the  Herber  catch  . . . Frank  Benson,  en- 


terprising exhibitor  from  Bowie,  was  in 
town  . . . Variety  Club’s  membership  roster 
went  up  five  the  past  few  days.  The 
new  names  are  Dr.  Robert  Neiman,  a part- 
ner with  the  Lutzer  Bros.;  L.  W.  McClin- 
tock.  Paramount  manager;  F.  W.  “Doc” 
Allen,  National  Screen  representative; 
Dale  Wilson,  owner  of  the  Eltex  at  Elgin; 
Paul  Garza,  owner  of  the  Progressio  at 
San  Antonio. 

Among  late  winter  vacationists  are  Her- 
man Biersdorf,  Fox  manager,  who  is  back 
with  his  family  from  Mexico  City,  and  the 
W.  G.  Underwoods,  who  returned  a few 
days  ago  from  a second  trip  this  season  to 
Florida  and  other  points. 

C.  D.  Leon  of  the  Palace  at  Graham 
was  on  the  Row  and  waxed  enthusiastic 
about  the  new  stimulant  he  has  started 
and  which  is  now  on  the  market  imder 
the  name  “Money  Back  Nights.” 

G.  C.  Clark  of  Clark’s  Paster  Service, 
Oklahoma  City,  drove  down  over  the  week- 
end. He  visits  Dallas  several  times  annu- 
ally to  be  with  relatives  and  to  see  many 
friends.  He  formerly  lived  here. 

J.  H.  “Jack”  Gruben,  who  started  in 
film  business  with  the  old  Vitagraph  or- 
ganization in  1915,  is  now  working  for 
Monogram  in  the  east  Texas  territory.  He 
succeeds  Carl  Mock,  who  is  on  leave  of 
absence.  Gruben  in  1920  went  with  RKO 
where  he  remained  until  last  year.  Simul- 


taneously with  taking  his  new  assignment, 
Gruben  ordered  Boxoffice. 

I.  B.  Adelman,  former  Ft.  Worth  and 
San  Antonio  exhibitor,  was  a visitor  on  the 
Row  calling  on  old  friends.  He  is  back 
from  a recent  trip  to  South  America. 

Hiram  David  Parks  is  going  back  on  the 
road  for  Warner  Bros.  . . . The  Monogram 
personnel  feasted  on  crab  meat  Wednes- 
day night  at  an  informal  dinner  in  Mit- 
chell’s Cafe,  just  across  Harwood  Street 
from  that  exchange.  The  sea  food  was 
sent  up  as  a compliment  from  Emil 
George,  who  operates  the  Lincoln  at  Port 
Arthur.  The  exchange  is  seventh  in  the 
W.  Ray  Johnston  drive. 

Alfred  N.  Sack,  president  of  Sack 
Amusement  Enterprises,  who  has  been 
sunning  in  Florida  the  past  few  weeks, 
says  he  has  been  taking  time  out  and 
finding  out  how  the  other  side  lives.  He 
said  the  Florida  climate  is  just  what  the 
doctor  ordered  and  he  isn’t  sick. 

Karl  Lybrand  of  Wills  Point  was  in 
town  with  his  son,  Karl  jr.  'The  senior 
seems  to  have  entirely  recovered  his 
health  and  looks  fine.  Karl  jr.  has  been 
looking  after  the  Wills  Point  houses  and 
doing  a fine  job  during  his  father’s  ill- 
ness. While  in  town,  they  renewed  Box- 
office  for  a year. 

Pallbearers  at  the  funeral  for  W.  H. 
“Bill"  Pemberton,  R&R  poster  and  ship- 
(Continued  on  page  106) 


IMPROVED  COOLING 


New  principles  ore  injected  into  cooling  equipment 
from  time  to  time,  just  as  in  projection  or  sound  equip- 
ment. 

We  Employ  Every  New  and  Proven 
Advancement  in  Cooling 

Our  New  Model  Blowers  are  capable  of  taking  air 
thru  the  washer  and  forcing  it,  with  correct  velocity, 
to  all  back  seats. 

Does  Your  Present  Cooling  Equipment  Do  This? 

HERBER  BROTHERS 

"Fair  Treatment  and  Adequate  Service  Always" 

210  SOUTH  HARWOOD  DALLAS.  TEXAS 
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Oklahoma  Measure  Is  Alter 
A Film  Inspection  Board 


Oklahoma  City — A bill  has  been  intro- 
duced into  the  state  legislature  calling  for 
creation  of  a state  board  of  film  inspec- 
tion assessing  a fee  of  $3  per  thousand 
feet  of  film  for  inspection,  with  heavy 
fines  for  violations  by  exhibitors  or  dis- 
tributors. 

The  Cooper-Chambers  bill,  house  bill 
number  476,  also  creates  a division  of 
visual  education  in  the  state  department 
of  education,  and  a supervisor  of  visual 
education  with  a $3,600  salary.  A state 
librarian  of  visual  education  at  $2,400  and 
three  stenographers  at  $1,500  each  also 
are  provided  for  in  addition  to  three  mem- 
bers of  the  board  appointed  by  the  gover- 
nor and  to  hold  office  at  his  pleasure 
who  will  draw  $8  per  day,  plus  all  travel- 
ing expenses  for  their  work. 

“Only  such  films  as  are  in  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  of  the  state  board  of 
film  inspection  of  a moral,  educational,  or 
amusing  and  harmless  character  shall  be 
passed  and  approved  by  said  board”  the 
bill  provides.  “When  a film  has  been  cen- 
sored by  said  board  a certificate  showing 
the  approval  or  rejection  of  such  film 
shall  be  issued  to  the  party  submitting  the 
film.  When  a film  is  passed  and  approved 
by  said  board  such  film  shall  be  given  an 
approval  number  which  shall  be  shown 
on  the  certificate  issued  by  said  board  to 
the  party  submitting  the  film.” 

Provide  School’s  Films 

The  bill  provides  that  the  board  shall 
also  issue  an  official  leader  or  stamp  of 
approval,  “of  not  less  than  three  feet  in 
length  bearing  the  words  ‘approved  by 
the  Oklahoma  state  board  of  film  inspec- 
tion’ and  the  number  assigned  to  such 
films  on  the  certificate  of  approval  . . . 
The  state  board  of  film  inspection  shall 
be  authorized  to  recall  any  film  for  in- 
spection or  to  revoke  any  certificate  per- 
mitting the  exhibition  of  any  film  in  the 
state  of  Oklahoma  whenever  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  board  the  public  welfare  re- 
quires it.  Before  any  motion  picture  shall 
be  publicly  exhibited  and  for  which  an 
admission  fee  is  charged,  all  eliminations 
ordered  by  said  board  shall  have  been 
made  by  the  person  or  persons  loaning, 
renting,  or  leasing  such  film  or  films  to 
the  exhibitor  for  exhibition,  and  there 
shall  be  projected  upon  the  screen  the  de- 
sign of  the  official  leader  or  stamp  of  ap- 
proval of  not  less  than  three  feet  in 
length.” 

Moneys  collected  are  to  go  to  thei 
maintenance  of  the  aforementioned  di- 
vision of  visual  education,  which  is  to 
“Prepare,  publish  and  distribute  to  edu- 
cational institutions  and  the  public  schools 
of  the  state  a bulletin  containing  informa- 
tion and  instruction  relating  to  the  most 
effective  use  of  visual  education  in  the 
educational  program;  purchase  films  of 
distinctive  educational  value  in  the  various 
courses  of  instruction  offered  in  the  in- 
stitutions and  public  schools  of  the  state 
and  to  lend  said  films  to  said  institutions 
and  schools  and  to  maintain  a properly 


indexed  library  of  all  films  obtained.” 

Fines  are  set  up  under  the  following 
schedule : 

To  exhibitors  for  showing  films  not  ap- 
proved by  the  board,  $25  to  $300  on  first 
offense  and  $300  to  $500  thereafter. 

To  distributors  for  sending  such  films 
to  exhibitors,  $300  to  $500  for  first  offense 
and  $500  to  $1,000  thereafter. 

To  any  who  shall  deliver  such  films  the 
same  fines  as  apply  to  distributors. 

For  exhibition  without  the  official  lea- 
der stamp  of  approval  before  the  film, 
$25  to  $300,  with  the  same  to  distributors 
or  carriers. 

For  exhibition  of  films  without  ordered 
deletions  made,  $25  to  $300  and  $300  to 
$500. 

For  distribution  of  same,  $300  to  $500 
and  $500  to  $1,000. 

For  exhibition  without  certificate  of  ap- 
proval, $25  to  $300  and  $500. 

For  distribution  without  certificate, 
$300  to  $500  and  $500  to  $1,000. 

“Any  person  or  agent,  employe  or  of- 
ficer of  a corporation  or  firm  who  shall 
counterfeit  such  hereinbefore  described 
official  leader  or  stamp  of  approval,”  the 
bill  provides,  “or  use  or  have  in  his  pos- 
session such  a counterfeit  leader  or  any 
similar  designation  not  issued  by  the  state 
board  of  film  inspection,  shall  upon  con- 
viction thereof,  be  fined  not  less  than  $100 
nor  more  than  $300  or  be  imprisoned  not 
less  than  30  days  or  more  than  one  year, 
or  both  for  each  offense.” 

The  bill  provides  for  appeal  to  the  dis- 
trict court  from  decisions  of  the  state 
board  of  film  inspection,  calls  for  it  be- 
coming effective  July  1,  1939,  and  carries 
an  emergency  clause. 

Wallace  Walthall  Month 
Extended  One  Week 

Dallas  — Wallace  Walthall  Month  has 
been  extended  an  extra  week.  This  testi- 
monial sales  drive,  in  honor  of  Wallace 
Walthall’s  15th  year  of  continuous  serv- 
ice with  National  Screen,  was  originally 
scheduled  for  a five-week  period  starting 
March  1,  but  when  the  “flu”  epidemic 
struck  down  several  of  the  salesmen,  as 
well  as  the  office  force,  and  when 
the  indications  pointed  to  a record-break- 
ing drive,  Paul  Short,  divisional  manager, 
decided  to  extend  the  time  limit  for  an- 
other week. 

Incidentally,  and  maybe  just  to  prove 
to  himself  that  he  was  as  fit  as  he  feels, 
Wallace  made  his  annual  trek  to  the  fam- 
ily physician  and  had  a complete  “going 
over,”  and  wound  up  with  a verdict  of 
“100  per  cent.”  That  made  him  feel  so 
good  that  he  re-entered  the  contest  with 
renewed  vigor. 


Del  Ruth  on  "Star  Maker" 

Hollywood — “The  Star  Maker,”  Charles 
R.  Rogers  production  for  Paramount  re- 
lease and  starring  Bing  Crosby,  will  be 
directed  by  Roy  Del  Ruth  on  a loanout 
from  20th-Fox. 


Anti-Ascap  Bill  to 
Oklahoma  Solons 

Oklahoma  City — The  looked-for  anti- 
Ascap  measure  has  been  introduced  into 
the  current  session  of  the  state  legislature 
and  will  be  brought  up  for  committee 
hearings  shortly  unless  adjournment  of 
the  legislative  session  occurs  too  soon. 

Backed  by  state  radio  and  theatremen 
the  bill  has  been  introduced  as  SB  207 
by  Senators  Taylor  and  Hearne  and 
Representative  Porta. 

The  bill  provides  that  it  will  be  unlaw- 
ful for  any  person  to  sell  or  license  the 
use  of  the  performing  rights  to  any  musi- 
cal composition  which  has  been  copyright- 
ed under  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
unless  there  has  been  filed  with  the  secre- 
tary of  state  a list  describing  each  such 
composition  and  the  performing  rights 
which  are  for  sale.  An  affidavit  must  be 
filed  at  the  same  time  showing  the  copy- 
right symbol  or  number,  the  authority  to 
sell  the  musical  rights  or  license  their 
use  with  the  name,  age,  occupation  of 
both  agent  and  composer. 

It  makes  such  lists  available  for  ex- 
amination of  the  public  and  provides  for 
publication  of  such  lists  at  the  discretion 
of  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  section  of  the  bill  which  hits  at  the 
Ascap  system  of  licensing  its  musical 
compositions  and  score  charges  on  films 
reads  as  follows: 

“It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person 
licensing  the  use  of,  in  this  state,  the  per- 
forming rights  in  or  to  any  musical  compo- 
sition or  dramatic-musical  composition,  to 
make  any  charge,  or  to  contract  for  or 
collect,  any  compensation,  as  a condition 
of  using  said  performing  rights  based  in 
whole  or  in  part,  on  any  program  not 
containing  any  such  composition.  Any  such 
charge  or  contract  for  compensation  shall 
be  valid  and  enforceable  only  to  the  ex- 
tent that  it  is  based  and  computed  upon 
a program  in  which  such  composition  is 
rendered.” 

The  biU  provides  for  a filing  fee  of  two 
cents  for  each  composition  listed.  It  also 
provides  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  maintain  any  proceeding  in  any  court 
with  respect  to  such  performing  rights,  or 
to  coUect  any  compensation  on  account  of 
any  sale,  license  or  other  disposition  of 
such  performing  rights  in  this  state,  ex- 
cept upon  pleading  and  proving  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

It  sets  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  law  as  a misdemeanor  and 
punishable  under  Oklahoma  state  laws 
which  shall  regulate  minimum  and  maxi- 
mum fines  for  misdemeanors. 


Site  to  Circuit 

Victoria,  Tex. — Sale  of  the  Bai’rington 
property  on  West  Forrest  St.  to  the  Long- 
Griffith  Theatres  for  $22,500  has  been 
announced.  'The  circuit  will  erect  a new 
showhouse  on  the  site  at  once  to  cost 
about  $65,000,  it  was  stated. 
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Opening  in  Statesville 
Is  a Gala  Occasion 

Statesville,  N.  C. — Opening  of  the  State 
Theatre  on  South  Center  St.  was  a recent 
gala  event.  The  house  seats  500  in  the 
main  auditorium,  and  is  imder  manage- 
ment of  Fuller  Sams. 

P.  /.  Henn  Improving 
Henn,  Murphy,  N,  C. 

Murphy,  N.  C. — P.  J.  Henn,  owner  of  the 
Henn  Theatre,  has  begun  enlarging  and 
improving  the  house.  He  plans  to  spend 
about  $4,000.  After  alterations,  the  house 
will  seat  500. 

/.  E.  Simpson  Repairs 
Gastonia  Building 

Gastonia,  N.  C. — J.  E.  Simpson,  veteran 
showman,  has  leased  the  Carolina  Thea- 
tre Bldg,  and  is  superintending  extensive 
repairs  and  improvements. 


Start  in  Blowing  Rock 

Blowing  Rock,  N.  C. — G.  C.  Robbins 
and  H.  P.  Holshouser,  owners  of  the  Car- 
olina Theatre  here,  have  started  work  on 
a new  house  to  supplant  the  one  now  being 
used.  The  building  is  expected  to  be  ready 
by  June  1. 


Potter  on  “Time" 

Hollywood  — First  chore  for  Director 
Henry  Potter  at  Metro  will  be  “On  Bor- 
rowed Time,”  with  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke. 


THE  midsummer  “get-together”  conven- 

tion  of  the  MPTOA  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  will  be  held  at  the  Ocean  Forest 
Hotel  at  Myrtle  Beach,  S.  C.,  June  4,  5 and 
6.  The  South  Carolina  resort  was  selected 
by  a majority  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
association  by  mail  and  was  approved  by 
the  directors  at  their  recent  meeting  in 
Charlotte.  The  program  committee  is 
composed  of  Henry  Berry,  chairman, 
Hartsville,  S.  C.;  Roy  L.  Smart,  Charlotte: 
George  W.  Parr,  Lancaster,  S.  C.;  B.  B. 
Benfield,  Myrtle  Beach,  S.  C.;  Ben  Stro- 
zier.  Rock  Hill,  S.  C. 

A new  theatre  will  be  opened  at  Siler 
City  March  27  by  Mrs.  R.  Curtis  and  T.  C. 
Frazier.  It  is  called  the  Elder  . . . Hank 
Hearne  has  accepted  a position  with  the 
UA  sales  force.  Hearne  formerly  was  in 
the  Charlotte  territory,  but  had  to  give 
up  his  active  connection  in  the  film  busi- 
ness to  enter  the  Will  Rogers  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Saranac  Lake.  Filmrow  is 
happy  to  have  him  back. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  MPTO  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina, Lyle  Wilson  was  elected  represen- 
tative on  the  national  board  of  the  MPTOA. 

Perry  Spencer,  publicity  director  for  Re- 
public from  Atlanta,  was  here  last  week 
. . . B.  B.  Anderson,  prominent  banker 
and  theatre  chain  owner  of  Mullins,  S.  C., 
has  announced  plans  for  the  construction 
of  an  ultra-modern  theatre  in  Lumber- 
ton.  Anderson  and  his  brother  H.  H.  now 


New  House  Sought  as 
A Magnet  to  Beach 

Savannah,  Ga.  — Plans  are  under  way 
here  for  securing  a new  theatre  as  a 
means  of  attracting  more  persons  to  Sa- 
vannah Beach,  which  opens  the  summer 
season  May  20.  Mayor  James  E.  McMil- 
lan and  chamber  of  commerce  officials 
are  working  on  the  proposal. 

Permit  Is  Granted  lor 
New  Mobile  Theatre 

Mobile,  Ala.— Permit  for  construction  of 
a new  $10,000  theatre  on  Ihilton  Road 
in  the  Government  St.  loop  district,  has 
been  granted  to  Alex  Gournaris,  operator 
of  Roosevelt,  Oakdale,  Rex,  Pritchard,  and 
the  Arlington,  Arlington  Pier. 


On  P.  A.  Tour 

Hollywood — Don  Ameche  and  Dorothy 
Lamour  are  now  on  a cross-coimtry  P.  A. 
tom-  ahead  of  Paramount  product. 

operate  the  Carolina  and  Pastime  in  Lum- 
berton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Sharpe,  Jasper  C.  Hutto  and  Louis 
Evans  were  guests  of  B.  B.  and  H.  H. 
Anderson  at  a buffet  supper  and  preview 
of  Shirley  Temple’s  latest  picture,  “The 
Little  Princess,”  at  the  Mullins  in  Mullins, 
S.  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Lent  announce  the 
engagement  of  their  daughter,  Marjorie, 
to  Lloyd  A.  Boberg  of  Dallas,  Tex.  Bo- 
berg  is  connected  with  Paramount. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

WITH  EARNING  POWER 
IS  ENGINEERED 

Air  conditioning  for  your  theatre  is  not  something  to  buy  as 
a package.  Nor  does  it  mean  equipment  that  can  be  bought 
and  installed  by  Rule-of-thumb  methods. 

A competent  staff  of  engineers,  with  all  the  facts  about  your 
theatre,  should  design  your  system,  plan  its  layout.  Such 
service  adds  little  to  the  cost — and  it  assures  the  success  of 
your  installation — the  extra  earning  power  of  your  air  con- 
ditioning. 

Ready  at  all  times,  for  your  service,  a complete  line  of  U.  S. 

Air  Co.  Blowers,  fans,  deflectors,  washers,  hydraulic  controls 
and  other  equipment. 

Write  or  call  us  for  detailed  estimates  on  both  corrective  re- 
pair work  and  new  installations. 


WIL-KTN 


150  Walton  St.,  ATLANTA 
Phone  WALnut  4613 


321  S.  Church,  CHARLOTTE 
Phone  8620 


Kooler-Aire  Heat  Transfer  Chamber 
(air  washer) 

Scientifically  designed  for  MAXIMUM  COOLING 
RESULTS.  Built  for  Kooler-Aire  System  using  water 
of  varying  temperature.  Furnished  with  multiple 
banks  of  atomizing  nozzles  for  cold  water  application. 


USAIRCO  AIR  CONDITIONING  EQUIPMENT 


Arctic  Nu-Air  Blowers 

Perfectly  balanced,  strong, 
powerful  and  quiet.  Delivers 
full  rated  capacity  — forces 
air  through  ducts  and  de- 
flectors. 


Hydraulic  Variable  Speed  Control 

Gives  accurate  and  unlimited  con- 
trol of  air  volume  by  simple  opera- 
tion through  remote  control.  Makes 
it  possible  to  vary  cooling  effect  by 
increasing  or  decreasing  air  capa- 
city of  system.  Successfully  used  on 
over  6,000  Arctic  Nu-Air  blowers. 


All  types  of  U,  S.  Air  Co,  air  conditioning  carried  for  your  service. 


Dual  Deflectors 

Developed  and  patented  by  U.  S. 
Air  Co.  Every  blade  individually 
adjustable  both  horizontally  and 
vertically.  Directs  air  up,  down, 
to  right  and  left.  Assures  com- 
plete control  of  air  distribution. 


Kooler-Aire  Air  Washers 

Engineered  and  designed  for 
Maximum  Cooling  Results.  May 
be  used  for  water  of  varying 
temperature  and  for  cold  water 
application,  furnished  with  mul- 
tiple banks  of  atomizing  nozzles. 


Ask  our  engineering  department  for  detailed  estimate  and  costs, 
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Many  Exhibitors 
Due  for  Tourney 

Dallas — Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday 
this  town  was  due  for  a flood  of  exhibitors 
from  all  over  the  southwest,  the  occasion 
being  the  Variety  Club’s  fourth  annual 
spring  golf  tournament.  Preliminaries 
were  to  be  over  in  the  downtown  club 
quarters  the  first  two  days  with  Monday 
morning  starting  the  tournament  proper 
at  Dallas  Country  Club.  The  expected 
number  of  150  entrants  was  still  in  force 
late  in  the  week.  Prizes  were  figured  to 
total  $1,700  with  the  first  prize  donated 
by  the  film  salesmen  valued  at  over  $200. 

FuU  statistics  of  the  tournament  will 
appear  in  Boxoffice  of  April  1.  The  Va- 
riety Spieler,  very  attractive  sheet  gotten 
out  by  Duke  and  Rufford  Evans  for  Va- 
riety special  occasions,  was  distributed  as 
a “ballyhoo”  weU  in  advance  of  the  tourna- 
ment. The  Evans  boys  were  highly  com- 
plimented for  the  job. 

17  Delegates  to  Detroit 

While  Variety’s  golf  tournament  Mon- 
day was  the  big  attraction  for  members  in 
this  region  for  the  moment,  the  Dallas 
club  has  cast  its  eyes  northward  where  it 
will  be  well  represented  at  the  Variety  an- 
nual convention  in  Detroit  on  April  28,  29 
and  30.  The  Dallas  club,  designated  as 
Tent  No.  17,  will  send  17  delegates.  Chief 
Barker  Bob  O’Donnell  was  given  credit  for 
that  many  making  the  trip.  When  the 


NEW- 

DIFFERENT! 

They're  All  Talking  About  Our 

Conti-Glo  Paints 

used  in  conjunction  with 

Fluorescent  Lights 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  see  this 
marvelous  demonstration  anytime 
— in  our  Filmrow  Display  Rooms. 


2OIIV2  Jackson  St. 
DALLAS 

Founded  in  1910 


list  reached  a dozen  or  so,  the  chief  sug- 
gested that  the  club  had  money  in  the 
treasury  and  that  17  delegates  would  be 
appropriate. 

Those  chosen  were:  O’Donnell,  J.  B. 
Underwood,  Lloyd  Rust,  Meyer  Rachofsky, 
Elmer  Zrenner,  Burt  King,  Duke  Evans, 
Ed  Solon,  Buddy  Harris,  J.  O.  Cherry, 
Paul  Short,  George  O’Rourke,  B.  C.  Gib- 
son, Frank  Starz,  Wallace  Walthall,  Harry 
Sachs,  and  Chief  of  Police  Robert  Jones. 

Judge  Speaks  at  Luncheon 

Federal  Judge  William  H.  Atwell,  whose 
name  is  well  known  to  the  industry  be- 
cause of  his  decision  banning  price  fix- 
ing among  theatres,  was  an  honored  guest 
and  chief  speaker  at  the  Variety  Club 
luncheon  this  week.  His  talk  was  quite 
general,  though  inspirational.  He  rarely 
speaks  before  clubs,  but  recognized  Va- 
riety this  time  because  of  fine  charitable 
work  the  club  is  doing. 

Showmen  were  quite  attentive  when 
Judge  Atwell  said  people  did  not  tire  of 
the  every  day  things,  but  did  become  bored 
and  tired  with  the  unusual  and  novel. 


Hal  Norfleet  Selling 
"Man  of  Conquest" 

Houston — Hal  Norfleet  is  in  town  boost- 
ing Republic’s  “Man  of  Conquest,”  which 
world  premieres  here  April  6.  Richard 
Dix  and  other  cast  members  will  appear  in 
person. 

Norfleet  made  short  screen  thrillers  in 
the  silent  era.  He  is  credited  with  “dis- 
covering” Joan  Blondell  through  a beauty 
contest  in  a Dallas  theatre.  Joan  was  then 
“Rosebud”  Blondell  and  her  family  was 
playing  the  theatre  boards  in  Dallas. 


^ A M T Cl  M llE 

gUCK  NITE  has  been  dropped  by  all  In- 
terstate Theatres  in  San  Antonio  un- 
til its  legal  status  is  definitely  detennined. 
Discontinuance  was  announced  by  City 
Manager  Bill  O’Donnell  of  Interstate. 

In  for  bookings:  “Stout”  Jackson,  Alice, 
Kingsville  and  Rohstown  tentshowman, 
with  his  wife,  who  has  just  returned  from 
a trip  to  Birmingham,  and  Johnny  Stahl, 
Carrizo  Springs  and  Hebhronville  road- 
showman  . . . J.  J.  Jimenez  sr.,  Azteca  Film 
exchange  manager,  is  sporting  a new 
Oldsmobile. 

The  Texas  Theatre  organ  is  being 
brought  back  to  life  once  more.  Ted 
Brown,  KONG  staff  organist  and  musical 
director,  is  heard  at  the  console  several 
mornings  weekly  in  a remote  program  by 
the  radio  station  . . . New  Azteca  Films 
for  the  latter  part  of  the  month  are 
“Castillos  en  el  Aire”  (Castles  in  the  Air), 
and  a two-reel  short  “Simao  Da  Viega,” 
the  world’s  only  bull-fighter  who  combats 
the  steers  while  on  horseback. 


BUFF ALO  COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

315  s.  HARWOOD  BUFFALO  ENGINEERING  CO.,  INC.  Dallas,  Texas 


DALLAS 

(Continued  from  page  103) 

pmg  clerk  the  past  14  years,  who  was 
buried  in  Grove  Hill  Cemetery  last  week, 
were  H.  B.  Robb,  E.  H.  Rowley,  C.  V. 
Jones,  Don  C.  Douglas,  Ray  A.  Elkins  and 
Ben  Davis,  all  from  the  Robb  & Rowley- 
United  home  office.  Ben  Davis  succeeds 
Pemberton. 

Henry  Sorenson  has  returned  from  an 
extended  trip  through  west  Texas  and 
points  in  Mexico  just  over  the  border.  It 
was  a combination  of  business  and  plea- 
sure. His  wife  accompanied  him  . . . 
Dallas  friends  say  Frank  Wilke  will  soon 
open  a new  theatre  on  Harrisburg  Blvd. 
in  Houston,  about  one  block  from  his 
present  Boulevard  Theatre. 

Pat  Duffy,  who  operates  the  Nolan  in 
Sweetwater,  was  in  town  with  several 
members  of  his  family.  His  son,  Leo,  how- 
ever, who  usually  accompanies  him  re- 
mained at  home  on  account  of  sickness. 
Duffy  said  he  has  been  negotiating  with 
Robb  & Rowley  concerning  his  theatre. 

Leslie  Wilkes,  who  has  sold  films  in 
Texas  for  many  years,  left  town  with  his 
family  the  other  day  for  points  unknown. 
Friends,  however,  said  he  was  heading  for 
California  where  he  had  made  a connec- 
tion. 

Harold  Werner,  operator  of  the  Queen 
in  Trinity,  who  comes  to  Dallas  at  least 
three  or  four  times  a year,  repeated  the 
other  day  and,  as  usual,  spent  most  of  his 
time  with  J.  B.  Underwood,  the  Columbia 
manager.  Harold  booked  up,  visited  Va- 
riety, saw  everybody  and,  otherwise,  en- 
joyed himself.  He’s  also  getting  ready  for 
the  new  fishing  season  with  special  new 
baits  he  sells  in  his  hardware  store  and 
uses  himself. 

Film  men  report  Vernon  LeRoy  has 
built  up  a four-theatre  circuit  in  the  Val- 
ley region.  They  say  he  has  opened  a 
house  in  Harlingen,  has  the  old  Texas  in 
Edcouch,  one  at  Rio  Hondo,  and  the  thea- 
tre at  Point  Isabel.  From  the  same  sources, 
we  learn  J.  Garcia  is  building  an  airdome 
in  Pharr  and  that  A.  R.  Pena  is  rebuild- 
ing the  theatre  destroyed  by  fire  at 
Alamo. 

Nathan  Brovm  is  coming  along  nicely 
out  at  the  Sunset  Theatre  in  Oak  Cliff, 
which  he  took  over  a few  months  ago  from 
R.  H.  Clemmons.  Brown’s  latest  move  was 
to  purchase  a parking  lot  near  the  show 
for  free  service  to  patrons. 


Roberts  and  Gottschall 
Awarded  lor  Sales 

Dallas — J.  L.  Roberts,  manager,  and  L. 
B.  Gottschall,  west  Texas  representative  of 
National  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  were  both 
wearing  handsome  gold  wrist  watches  and 
both  received  cash  bonuses  for  leading  all 
company  offices  in  sound  equipment  sales 
during  January  and  February. 


Film  on  Brigham  Young 

Hollywood  — “Brigham  Yoimg,”  to  be 
based  on  the  life  of  the  Mormon  leader, 
has  been  added  to  the  1939-40  production 
schedule  at  20th-Fox. 
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MI  III  A MI  I 

JjXPERT  drumming  with  brilliant  brassy 
bursts  of  “Dixie”  marked  the  parade 
of  the  Miami  Boys  Drum  and  Bugle  corps, 
preceding  the  world  premiere  of  “Three 
Smart  Girls  Grow  Up”  at  the  Lincoln  last 
Friday.  That  amazing  local  smart  girl, 
Elizabeth  Hemphill,  who  writes  a film 
column  for  the  Miami  Herald,  was  the 
proxy  selected  to  receive  the  scroll  ap- 
pointing Deanna  Dm’bin  as  honorary  mas- 
cot of  the  Miami  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps. 
Elizabeth  is  just  Deanna’s  age.  The  pre- 
miere was  attended  by  a number  of  new 
celebrities,  persons  who  were  not  down 
for  premieres  early  in  the  season.  Among 
them  were  Hope  Hampton,  vacationing 
here  with  her  husband  Jules  Brulatour; 
Joe  E.  Lewis,  Ted  Husing,  Georgie  Price, 
who  announced  arriving  guests;  Jack 
Cohn,  Columbia  Pictures;  Charles  Stern, 
United  Artists;  Floyd  Tranyham,  Univer- 
sal Pictures;  Truman  Tally,  Pox  Movie- 
tone News;  Major  Albert  Warner  and 
Harry  Richman. 

Plenty  of  localites,  who  couldn’t  get 
into  the  local  night  club  where  Irene  Bor- 
doni  was  the  attraction,  are  plenty  mad  at 
the  club  oumer  for  preventing  her  appear- 
ance on  one  of  the  Olympia’s  weekend 
stage  shows. 

In  a recent  feature  article  in  a local 
paper,  honoring  Walter  Early  as  Miami’s 
oldest  theatre  manager,  this  ex-press 
agent  and  advance  man,  now  manager  of 
the  Roxy,  tells  an  amusing  and  typical 
story  of  early  theatrical  days  on  Florida’s 
west  coast.  The  story  concerns  an  old 
time  press  agent  who  traveled  ahead  of 
his  show  with  handbills  advertising  the 
coming  of  his  attraction  to  the  “Grand 
Opera  House.”  It  happened  that  all  west 
coast  houses  were  named  Grand  Opera 
house!  When  a new  town  was  added  to 
the  circuit  one  year,  the  advance  agent 
(who  might  have  been,  and  probably  was 
Early  himself — though  that  publicity 
avoiding  ex-press  agent  wiU  probably  hurl 
something  heavy  at  the  writer  next  time 
he  sees  her  for  intimating  that;  and,  for 
that  matter,  for  sending  this  item  on) 
found  to  his  consternation  that  the  thea- 
tre was  the  Tivoli.  While  he  was  frantic- 
ally figuring  on  where  and  how  to  get 
new  bills  printed,  the  manager  amiably 
suggested  that  no  such  fuss  would  be 
necessary.  “We  can  just  as  easy  change 
the  name  of  the  theatre  to  the  Grand 
Opera  House  as  you  can  have  new  bills 
printed  ...  so  I’ll  just  do  it!” 

Gladys  Swarthout  and  her  husband, 
Frank  Chapman,  liked  Miami  so  well  on 
their  early  season  vacation  here,  that  they 
have  returned  for  a longer  midseason  visit. 

Stanleigh  Malotte  has  returned  to  the 
organ  console  at  the  Capitol  Theatre  for 
four  or  five  weeks  . . . Karl  Roller  and 
his  bride  had  planned  to  keep  their  re- 
cent marriage  all  to  themselves  for  a 
while,  but  a local  scribbler  made  their 
announcement  for  them  by  advising  read- 
ers of  her  column  that  “Paramount’s  K. 
Roller  tiptoed — (that’s  what  he  thinks) 
—up  the  aisle  February  26  with  pretty 

Betty  of  Atlanta.”  At  that  they 

had  their  secret  to  themselves  several 
weeks  longer  than  luckless  Olive  Oyl  and 
Popeye ! 


Nassau  Bound — 

Will  H.  Hays  hurries  to  board  the 
New  Northland  at  Miami,  bound  for 
Nassau  and  preparation  of  his  an- 
nual report. 


Hays  Encouraging 
To  a Florida  Aim 


Miami — Want  to  know  what  Will  Hays 
thinks  of  Florida’s  chances  of  getting  a 
portion  of  the  motion  picture  industry — in 
addition  to  the  definitely  satisfied  and 
rapidly  expanding  Max  Fleischer  Studios? 

In  addition  to  indicating  that  he  thought 
very  well  of  the  idea  himself,  he  added, 
“Your  climate  is  good  enough  for  any- 
body or  anything  from  any  place  for  any 
purpose  to  come  to  stay  forever!” 

Hays  and  his  wife  arrived  in  Miami  mid- 
week, but  left  immediately  on  the  New 
Northland  for  Nassau  where  the  genial  co- 
ordinator of  the  industry  will  prepare  his 
annual  report. 

“Too  many  distractions  in  Miami  for  a 
person  who  has  a big  job  in  hand,”  he 
observed  regretfully  as  he  sailed  on  the  big 
cruise  liner  instead  of  putting  out  in  the 
Gulf  Stream  with  his  friend  James  Cox, 
ex-governor  of  Ohio,  as  he  admitted  he’d 
have  preferred  doing. 

He  and  Mrs.  Hays  are  flying  back  to 
California  the  latter  part  of  the  week. 
He  had  not  decided,  when  his  boat  sailed, 
whether  he  would  return  from  Nassau  by 
water  or  air. 


Expect  Col,  H.  A,  Cole  in 
Dallas  This  Weekend 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president  of 
Allied  States  Ass’n,  was  expected  back  in 
his  Dallas  office  by  the  weekend,  it  was 
learned  from  an  attache  of  that  office.  He 
has  been  east  several  weeks  meeting  with 
Allied  boards,  addressing  women’s  clubs, 
and  spent  some  time  in  Washington  and 
New  York. 


TIEMMIE^^IIEIE 

WOMAN  running  into  the  theatre 
lobby  from  the  street  came  near  caus- 
ing a panic  in  the  Belmont  Theatre,  Nash- 
ville, when  she  saw  flames  and  smoke 
shooting  from  a rear  window.  She  gave 
the  dreaded  cry  of  “Fire,”  but  at  that  very 
moment  Floyd  Rice,  manager  of  the  thea- 
tre, was  stepping  in  front  of  the  screen  to 
advise  quiet  evacuation  of  the  building 
after  he  had  received  information  of  a 
blaze  in  the  employes  dressing  room  be- 
hind the  screen.  He  was  able  to  convince 
the  500  people  in  the  house  that  there  was 
no  immediate  danger. 

Receipts  from  four  Knoxville  theatres 
were  taken  from  a safe  in  the  Broadway 
Theatre  office  Sunday  night,  March  12. 
George  L.  Denton,  manager  of  the  four 
houses,  fixed  the  loss  at  $597.80  in  cash 
plus  “several  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
checks.’’  The  State,  a Denton  theatre,  was 
robbed  of  $100  just  before  Christmas. 

How  much  is  spent  in  any  given  city  to 
see  the  films  by  tourists  passing  through? 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  states  that 
an  average  of  4,200  tourists  visited  Nash- 
ville daily  during  1938,  a total  of  1,500,000 
visitors  for  the  year.  Using  United  States 
travel  bureau  figures,  these  visitors  spent 
$7,500,000  of  which  eight  per  cent  was 
spent  for  amusement.  Observers  state 
that  half  of  the  amusement  expenditure 
was  for  motion  pictures,  a nice  total  of 
$300,000  for  local  boxoffices. 

A.  L.  Weaver,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre,  Memphis,  recently  addressed  the 
Greenwood  Civic  Club  on  how  to  make  a 
community  a better  place  to  live  in. 

A “Huckleberry  Finn”  picture  coloring 
contest,  staged  by  Col.  Cecil  Vogel,  man- 
ager of  Loew’s  State,  Memphis,  drew  over 
6,000  entries.  Numerous  entries  came 
from  Mississippi  and  Arkansas.  First  prize 
paid  $5,  second  prize  $3,  third  $2,  and 
the  next  15  were  each  given  two  tickets  to 
see  the  Mark  Twain  classic. 

“King  Cotton  Goes  Hollywood’’  is  to  be 
the  theme  of  the  Memphis  Cotton  Carni- 
val to  be  staged  the  week  of  May  8 to  13. 
In  the  parade  on  Saturday  will  be  floats 
designed  to  represent  such  film  classics  as: 
“The  Firefly,”  “Snow  White,”  “Hunchback 
of  Notre  Dame,”  “Mad  About  Music,” 
“Show  Boat,”  “Covered  Wagon,”  “Wings,” 
“The  Sheik,”  “The  Little  Colonel,”  “Gold 
Diggers,”  “One  in  a Million,”  “Sweet- 
hearts,” “Gone  With  the  Wind,”  “Robin 
Hood,”  and  “Good  Earth.”  An  estimated 
1,000,000  people  witness  this  parade  an- 
nually. 

Elmer  Johnson,  manager,  annoimces  in- 
stallation of  a new  sound  system  in  the 
Fox  Theatre  at  Kingston  . . . Memphis  is 
staging  a Crepe  Myrtle  Festival  with  the 
“Crepe  Myrtle  Queen”  to  be  officially 
crowned  on  the  stage  of  Loew’s  State 
Theatre.  Mayor  Watkins  Overton  will  ap- 
pear on  the  stage  to  represent  the  city. 


The  Queen  Feature  Service,  Inc. 

Quality  Theatre  Equipment  & Supplies 
19131/4  Morris  Ave.  Phone  3-8665 
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JjD  KUYICENDALL,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  and  his  wife  were  in  town 
Monday,  March  13.  He  was  guest  speaker 
at  the  Variety  Club  luncheon,  his  talk  be- 
ing on  the  Will  Rogers  National  Theatre 
Week  campaign.  Jimmy  Rogers,  Colum- 
bia’s branch  manager,  is  zone  chairman 
for  the  drive  in  this  territory. 

Frank  Willinghavi,  M-G-M’s  manager, 
two  salesmen,  Maurice  Basse  and  Jack 
Reville,  together  with  Todd  Ferguson,  ex- 
poiteer,  are  o//  to  the  Palmer  House,  Chi- 
cago for  the  convention  held  there  on 
March  20  and  21. 

Anna  Lobdell  of  the  Talisman  Theatre, 
Rosedale,  Miss.,  paid  Pilmrow  her  first 
visit  in  almost  two  years  this  week.  Miss 
Lobdell  has  been  ill  for  the  greater  part  of 
this  time,  however  she  now  has  almost 
completely  recovered  . . . Jimmy  Greig, 
United  Artists  salesman  out  of  St.  Louis, 
was  in  town  this  week  taking  care  of  his 
city  accounts. 

Floyd  Schaffer,  representative  of  the 
American  Desk  and  Mfg.  Co.  has  just 
returned  from  Arkansas  and  announced 
the  opening  of  two  new  theatres  in  Arkan- 
sas. R.  L.  Haylor  unll  open  a 300-seat 
house  in  Sparkman,  the  community’s  first. 
G.  B.  Wilkes,  who  recently  opened  a house 
in  Stephens,  will  open  his  second  theatre 
in  Louisville — he  will  have  about  300  seats 
in  this  house.  Both  of  these  theatres  will 
be  opened  in  approximately  30  days. 

Claude  Gentry,  exhibitor  at  Baldwyn, 
Miss.,  and  family  were  in  town  Sunday, 
March  19,  attending  the  ‘Ole  Miss’  Varsity 
Show  at  the  Orpheum. 

A.  D.  Fielder,  who  operates  theatres  in 
Steele  and  Lilbourne,  Mo.,  is  doing  exten- 
sive remodeling  in  Steele — enlarging  the 
length  of  his  theatre  about  30  feet  and 
adding  about  150  additional  chairs  . . . Dr. 
Brentlinger  is  opening  a new  450-seater 
in  Dextor,  Mo.  The  opening  date  now  is  set 
for  April  6. 

H.  G.  Brewer,  who  operates  the  Savoy 
Theatre,  Clarksdale,  has  announced  the 
opening  of  a new  colored  theatre  in  Tun- 
ica, Miss.  This  theatre  will  also  be  known 
as  the  Savoy  and  will  be  opened  on  March 
31  under  the  management  of  the  Tunica 
Amusement  Co. 

J . R.  Marsh  has  announced  that  he  will 
open  a new  $15,000  theatre  in  Rolling 
Fork,  Miss.,  in  about  30  days.  Mr.  Marsh 
formerly  operated  the  Strand  Theatre  in 
Belzoni  . . . Ed  Rowley  jr.,  spent  this 
weekend  in  Little  Rock  where  he  met  his 
father,  Ed  Rowley  of  Robb  & Rowley 
Theatres  in  Dallas. 

R.  H.  Conway,  National  Screen’s  man- 
ager has  returned  from  a trip  into  Arkan- 
sas. Peter  Dawson,  National  Theatre  Sup- 
ply salesman  has  returned  from  a trip 
over  El  Dorado,  Ark.  . . . W.  A.  Rush,  ex- 
hibitor at  Houston  was  in  town  this  week, 
with  Mrs.  Rush,  and  announced  with  the 
coming  of  spring  he  would  close  his  thea- 
tre for  complete  rejuvenation,  including 
new  sound  equipment,  new  seats,  new  car- 
pets and  new  acoustical  treatment. 

Earl  Hartzog  of  Vitagraph  was  on  the 
sick  list  last  week.  Eula  Miller,  cashier,  at 


RKO  tvas  ill  due  to  ptomaine  poisoning  . . . 
Tom  Kirk,  M-G-M’s  office  manager  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  several  days 
with  the  flu  but  is  now  back  at  his  desk. 

Mark  Sheridan,  20th-Fox  office  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  a trip  to  Atlanta 
where  he  was  called  due  to  the  severe  ill- 
ness of  his  wife’s  mother  . . . C.  W.  Tip- 
ton,  who  operates  theatres  in  Manila, 
Monette  and  Carraway,  Ark.,  was  in  town 
this  week  booking. 

Mary  Stroupe  is  the  new  assistant 
booker  at  National  Screen  Service.  She  re- 
places Sara  Lloyd  who  has  returned  to  her 
home  in  Chicago.  Miss  Lloyd  has  been 
with  National  Screen  a number  of  years 
in  the  Chicago  office. 

Alma  Walton,  who  for  a number  of 
years  was  secretary  of  the  film  board  of 
trade  and  arbitration  board,  has  returned 
to  Memphis  after  having  spent  the  past 
year  with  her  daughter  in  Portland,  Ore. 

Exhibitors  seen  along  the  Row  this 
week:  G.  H.  Goff,  Parsons;  Whyte  Bed- 
ford, Hamilton;  Al  Wilson,  Red  Bay;  Bur- 
ris Smith,  Pocahontas;  Nathan  Flexer, 
Waverly;  Dave  Flexer,  New  Albany  and 
Sardis;  W.  F.  Ruffin,  Covington;  A.  M. 
Davidson,  and  son,  Mather,  of  the  Dixie 
at  Dyer,  Tenn.;  Charles  Canfield,  Boone- 
ville;  Raymond  Goodman,  and  wife  of 
Starkville,  Miss.;  John  Mohrstadt,  Hayti; 
Lyle  Richmond,  Senath. 

Interstate  Shifts  Five 
After  Waite  Resigns 

Dallas — With  the  resignation  of  Irwin 
Waite  as  manager  of  the  Melba  and  Tower 
for  Interstate,  five  other  theatre  men  at 
the  same  time  were  shifted  into  promo- 
tions by  City  Manager  James  O.  Cherry. 

Ainslee  G.  Wood,  manager  of  the  Vil- 
lage, was  moved  up  to  succeed  Waite; 
Richard  Poy  and  his  assistant,  James 
Reynolds,  were  transferred  to  the  Village. 
James  Preddy,  assistant  at  the  Village,  has 
become  manager  of  the  Lakewood,  his 
assistant  there  being  Marion  Hudgins. 

Waite’s  new  plans  were  not  made  known 
at  this  time.  City  Manager  Cherry  said 
he  accepted  the  resignation  with  regrets. 

Warn  Texas  Exhibitors 
Of  "Columbia  Cowboy" 

Dallas — Reports  from  southwest  Texas 
have  reached  the  Row  that  a man  giving 
his  name  as  Rex  Stuart  claims  to  be  mak- 
ing a western  picture  near  Bandera.  It 
also  is  reported  that  he  claims  he  is  con- 
nected with  Columbia  Pictures.  He  is 
said  to  be  going  from  town  to  town 
dressed  in  cowboy  and  frontier  regalia. 

J.  B.  Underwood,  Columbia’s  Dallas 
manager,  said  he  contacted  his  company’s 
studio  receiving  the  answer  that  no  such 
person  was  connected  with  the  Columbia 
organization.  Said  Underwood,  “It  might 
be  advisable  to  inform  your  readers  of 
this.” 


Waurika  Improvements 

Waurika,  Okla. — Ed  Crew  has  installed 
new  RCA  Magic  Voice  sound  equipment 
and  new  Simplex  projectors  in  his  Empress 
Theatre.  He  has  also  modernized  the 
booth  equipment  in  his  Royal  Theatre. 


OKILA.  CCinirY 

^HE  Delman  Theatre,  Tulsa,  celebrated 

its  first  birthday  with  a huge  birthday 
cake  in  the  lobby  for  patrons.  An  at- 
tractive young  lady  obligingly  posed  for  a 
local  newspaper  cameraman,  cutting  the 
cake  from  atop  a ladder  which  rated  two 
columns  of  art  publicity  in  the  Daily 
World.  The  Delman  is  operated  by  South- 
western Theatres. 

Speakin’  of  promotions,  locally  the  boys 
at  the  Tower  used  a customers  recommen- 
dation for  their  initial  ad  on  the  pictures 
run  after  its  week  at  the  downtown  Cri- 
terion. Caption  read,  ‘‘An  Oklahoma  City 
Fan  Wrote  This  Ad  for  Honolulu”  above 
a box  in  handwriting  signed  by  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Hadley,  701  N.  W.  Zith.  The  copy  read: 
“I  have  seen  Honolulu  and  I want  you  to 
know  how  much  I enjoyed  it.  It  was  grand 
entertainment  with  marvelous  dancing  and 
swell  comedy.  I’m  glad  it's  running  a 
second  week  so  my  friends  can  see  it.” 

The  Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corp. 
of  Delaware  has  been  granted  a capital 
stock  charter  for  $10,000  in  Oklahoma 
with  George  M.  Green  named  as  service 
agent  . . . Bobby  Breen  made  some  head- 
lines when  he  came  to  town  for  a special 
Shrine  show. 

Judge  Douglas  in  district  court  here  has 
ordered  the  case  of  Chaney  vs.  Standard 
Theatres  stricken  pending  settlement 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties  . . . 
When  Griffith’s  took  ‘‘The  Oklahoma  Kid” 
iWB)  into  the  Aztec  at  Enid,  the  local 
manager,  George  Limerick,  held  a special 
screening  for  members  of  the  Cherokee 
Strip  Cowpunchers  Ass’7i  and  set  up  a 
chuck  wagon  in  front  of  the  theatre  from 
which  coffee  aiid  doughnuts  were  served. 

Borrowing  an  idea  from  Griffith  in 
Dallas,  District  Manager  Claude  Fulgum 
is  testing  book  review  matinees  in  the 
circuits  Orpheum  at  Okmulgee  and  Key 
at  Wewoka.  Local  club  women  and  civic 
leaders  were  invited  to  the  first  matinees 
at  which  a state-wide  famous  reviewer, 
Mrs.  Leroy  Ti-yon  of  Oklahoma  City,  was 
in  charge. 

We  understand  R.  E.  Griffith  is  com- 
pleting handsome  new  headquarters  for 
his  organization  in  Hollywood  . . . The 
state  supreme  court  gave  the  defendants 
m error  ten  days  m which  to  petition  for 
a rehearing  in  the  Standard  Theatres 
Corp.  vs.  Mrs.  Nova  Hughes  case,  report- 
ed in  a previous  issue  of  Boxoffice. 

In  its  decisions  last  week,  the  court 
also  affirmed  the  previous  decision  it  ren- 
dered in  the  case  of  Oscar  Berry  of  the 
Fox  Theatre  at  Ardmore  vs.  Albert  George 
Johnson  and  the  State  Industrial  Com- 
mission. Previously  it  had  ruled  against 
Johnson’s  claim  and  the  commission’s 
award  of  compensation  as  the  result  of  a 
booth  accident.  The  court  ruled  no  com- 
pensation could  be  paid  on  the  basis  of 
a workshop  accident  as  a theatre  booth 
could  not  be  called  a workshop. 


Re-Sign  “Hardy"  Author 

Hollywood — William  Ludwig,  writer  of 
“The  Hardy  Family”  series,  has  been  hand- 
ed a new  scripting  contract  at  Metro. 
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ABOLISHMENT  IDEAL  BREAKING  DOWN  TRADE'S 
CLEARANCE  SCHEDULE  TRADITION  IN  CANADA 


Parallel  With  Trend  in 
States;  Deem  System 
As  Unprofitable 

By  MILTON  GALBRAITH 

Toronto — The  complete  abolishment  of 
clearance  schedules  in  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition contracts  throughout  the  Domin- 
ion looms  as  an  immediate  issue  within 
the  film  trade — with  a possibility  that  def- 
inite steps  in  this  direction  will  become 
an  established  fact. 

While  individual  exhibitors  hesitate  to 
declare  themselves  at  this  jimcture,  it  is 
known  that  the  subject  of  sweeping  clear- 
ance reforms  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
independents  and  a rallying  statement  in 
this  regard  is  expected  from  N.  A.  Taylor, 
vice-president  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tres Ass’n,  Toronto,  upon  his  return  from 
Florida  in  April.  As  a member  of  the 
conciliation  committee  of  the  film  sec- 
tion, Toronto  board  of  trade,  Taylor  is 
spokesman  for  independent  theatre  owner 
members  of  his  group. 

In  some  respects,  the  Canadian  move  is 
paralleled  with  the  pronouncement  of  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole  of  Texas,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Allied  States  Ass’n,  in  declaring  that 
the  abolishment  of  all  clearance  is  a mat- 
ter that  holds  a substantial  degree  of 
merit.  The  financial  loss  and  general 
disadvantage  incurred  in  the  clearance 
system  were  vividly  brought  to  the  fore 
in  the  practical  results  of  the  Movie  Quiz 
contest  which  concluded  December  31  and, 
since  this  striking  demonstration  of  clear- 
ance evils,  there  has  been  an  increasing 
recognition  of  the  futility  of  “protection” 
in  its  present  form,  it  is  declared. 

Under  the  system  in  vogue,  clearances 
of  56,  42,  28  and  14  days  are  sprinkled 
through  the  schedule.  Without  regard  for 
physical  delays  due  to  the  limited  number 
of  prints,  a minimum  period  of  140  days, 
or  20  weeks,  can  elapse  between  first  and 
final  runs  in  one  territory  and,  actually, 
the  booking  life  of  a feature  frequently 
covers  a period  up  to  one  year,  by  which 
time  exhibitors  declare  a picture  is  stale, 
out-dated  topically  or  seasonably  or  per- 
haps undesirable  because  of  death  of  a 
star,  scandal  or  eventualities. 

A main  point  in  the  argument  against 
clearance  schedule  is  the  loss  of  advertis- 
ing effectiveness  for  the  feature,  through 
the  dimming  of  exploitation  by  a first-run 
theatre  or  the  passing  of  importance  in 
the  advertising  of  producing  studios  in  fan 
magazines,  radio,  outdoor  exploitation, 
country-wide  stunts  and  other  build-up.  In 
a relatively  short  time,  it  is  contended, 
the  value  of  this  expensive  pre-release 
publicity  is  lost  for  all  concerned,  includ- 
ing the  subsequent-run  exhibitor,  yet  the 
latter  has  paid  his  share  of  it.  Because 
of  this  delay,  the  film  distributor  also  is 
declared  to  suffer  a loss  in  financial  re- 


General  Films'  Exclusive  Pact 
Withstands  Monopoly  Slap 


Regina,  Sask. — The  five-year  exclusive 
contract  used  by  General  Films  in  the 
distribution  of  16mm  motion  pictures  with- 
stood charges  of  monopoly  and  trade  re- 
straint when  District  Court  Judge  J.  W. 
Hanlon  upheld  the  power  of  contract  be- 
tween the  company  and  its  customers. 

He  awarded  the  plaintiff  company  judg- 
ment against  Harold  and  Joseph  McElroy, 
of  Howard,  Sask.,  plus  $100  damages  and 
the  injunction  requested  permanently  re- 
straining the  defendants  from  showing 
anything  but  General  Films  products  until 
the  expiration  of  their  five-year  contract. 

In  his  judgment,  Judge  Hanlon  tongue- 
lashed  Joseph  DeVries,  former  sales  man- 
ager for  General  PMlms  and  now  western 
sales  manager  for  Sovereign  Films,  alsi 
16mm  distributors,  for  his  “business  meth- 
ods.” DeVries  gave  evidence  in  court  for 
the  defendants  and  took  an  active  part 
in  the  case.  S.  C.  Atkinson,  head  of  Gen- 
eral Films,  on  the  stand,  alleged  DeVries 
used  his  relations  with  General  Films 
clients  to  build  up  business  for  Sovereign 
Films  to  unfair  advantage. 

The  outcome  of  the  case,  the  judge  ad- 


mitted in  his  judgment,  would  reflect  on 
the  entire  16mm  exhibitor  outlook  m Can- 
ada. Whether  an  exhibitor  could  be  held 
by  such  an  iron-bound  contract  was  one 
of  the  chief  points  at  issue.  The  contract, 
the  court  found,  was  binding.  Yet,  the 
judge  felt,  it  was  not  restraint  of  trade. 

“It  does  not  strike  me  that  there  has 
been  shown  a monopoly  or  an  attempt  to 
secure  a monopoly.  What  we  have  to  deal 
with  here  is  the  method,  the  conditions  by 
which  the  moving  picture  business  is  car- 
ried on,  and  what  is  aimed  at  or  what  may 
ensue  is  not  a wiping  out  of  competition 
but  a change  of  the  way  in  which  the 
competition  takes  place.  In  other  words, 
it  is  not  a case  of  selling  a film  day  by 
day  and  week  by  week  like  the  retail  sales 
of  groceries,  but  it  is  a competition  for 
contracts,  for  contracts  between  companies, 
and  the  evidence  shows  that  there  is  a 
long  way  from  being  any  monopoly  here 
because  we  have  at  least  four  companies 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  case,”  he 
declared,  mentioning  General  Films,  Ltd., 
Sovereign  Films,  Superior  Films  and  Ster- 
ling Films. 


turns  and  the  industry  as  a whole,  not 
omitting  the  theatre  chains  and  first-run 
ace  houses,  to  encounter  a drainage 
through  waste.  A big  downtown  theatre 
in  Toronto  spends  from  $1,000  to  $1,500 
in  exploitation  on  a picture  and  derives 
first  benefit,  but  the  remaining  advantage 
is  largely  liquidated  because  of  the  imme- 
diate absence  of  the  picture  from  any 
screen  for  a number  of  weeks,  the  con- 
tention goes,  which  adds  that  in  the  long 
run  even  the  first-release  theatre  sus- 
tains increased  expense  in  the  reaction 
from  delayed  use  of  the  film.  Immediate 
further  release  of  a picture  would  not  dam- 
age a first-run  house,  it  is  urged,  because 
it  is  a part  of  human  nature  that  many 
persons  will  always  want  to  see  a feature 
at  first  opportunity.  The  difficulty  in 
downtown  automobile  parking  does  more 
to  harm  a big  theatre  than  other  factors, 
it  is  claimed. 

More  Theatres  but  Less  Revenue 
An  axiom  in  any  business  is  that  the 
quicker  the  turnover,  the  greater  will  be 
the  profits.  Shelf-stored  product  repre- 
sents increasing  overhead  and  reduced  re- 
turns in  the  final  analysis.  Prolonged 
clearance  schedules  are  having  the  same 
effect,  it  is  declared.  Film  rentals  in 
Canada  are  now  around  15  to  20  per  cent, 
as  against  25  to  35  per  cent  a compara- 
tively few  years  ago.  Actual  figures  tell 
the  tale.  There  are  practically  the  same 
number  of  film  exchanges  and  branches 
in  the  Dominion  as  there  were  in  1930, 


namely,  60.  The  receipts  of  all  exchanges 
in  1930  were  $9,046,300,  when  the  number 
of  theatres  was  810.  Last  year  the  revenue 
of  the  exchanges  totalled  approximately 
$7,500,000  while  the  theatres  numbered 
1,300.  The  average  return  per  theatre  for 
the  exchanges  in  1930  was  $11,250.  In 
1938,  it  was  not  more  than  $6,000,  or  prac- 
tically half  of  the  1930  average.  The  ag- 
gregate receipts  of  theatre  in  1930  averaged 
$48,000  while  in  1937,  the  latest  year  for 
which  official  figures  are  available,  aver- 
age receipts  were  $31,000.  The  per  capita 
expenditure  on  film  entertainment  in  1930 
was  $3.77;  in  1937  it  was  $2.93.  It  is  point- 
ed out  that  exhibitors  were  paying  more 
for  the  score  charge  in  1930  than  they 
are  doing  now  for  score  and  rental  charges 
combined  in  many  instances.  To  sum  up, 
the  number  of  theatres  in  Canada  has  in- 
creased by  60  per  cent  since  1930  but  the 
exhibitors  have  literally  been  able  to  pay 
only  about  50  per  cent  of  film  rentals, 
based  on  the  1930  standard.  The  damage 
caused  by  delayed  releasing  is  held  to  be 
a substantial  factor  in  this  trend. 

Clearance  is  something  which  has  grown 
up  with  the  business  but  it  is  a feature 
which  has  outgrown  its  usefulness  and 
has  become  a retarding  evil,  it  is  con- 
tended. Clearance  has  long  been  passive- 
ly accepted  as  an  established  institution, 
one  of  the  traditional  necessities  of  the 
trade.  Schedules  in  use  in  Canada  are 
contained  in  a pamphlet  which,  in  con- 
(Con tinned  on  page  111) 
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National  Film  Board  Proposal 
Finding  Strong  Opposition 


Ottawa — Members  of  His  Majesty’s  loyal 
opposition  in  the  Canadian  House  of  Com- 
mons have  not  taken  kindly  to  the  pro- 
posal of  Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  minister  of 
trade  and  commerce,  for  the  creation  of 
a national  film  board  for  the  Dominion 
as  recommended  by  John  Griers,.n,  mem- 
ber of  the  film  advisory  council,  London, 
England,  after  a brief  survey  of  the  Ca- 
nadian situation,  one  purpose  of  the  board 
being  to  produce  "national  films  ' for  the- 
atre release.  When  the  bill  came  before 
the  house  for  consideration,  Hon,  Mr. 
Euler  announced  that  the  present  govern- 
ment motion  picture  bureau,  which  had 
been  established  in  1917,  would  continue 
to  function  as  a producing  imit  under  the 
direction  of  F,  C,  Badgley,  whose  effi- 
ciency was  not  questioned,  but  that  ad- 
visory committees  would  be  organized  for 
various  government  departments  to  work 
under  the  new  national  film  board,  which, 
with  the  help  of  one  paid  official,  would 
bring  about  increased  control  in  the  mov- 
ing picture  field  and  better  distribution 
of  more  films.  Euler  declared  that  mo- 
tion pictures  were  playing  a more  and 
more  important  role  in  the  affaii’s  of  the 
world  and  the  Canadian  bureau  was  per- 
haps distributing  more  films  than  any 
other  governmental  organization  in  exist- 
ence but  there  were  other  phases  of  the 
situation  which  needed  attention. 

Hon.  H.  H.  Stevens,  a former  minister 
of  trade  and  commerce,  saw  a definite 
trend  toward  another  expensive  govern- 
ment commission,  declaring  “If  this  goes 
through,  I warn  you  that  in  five  years 
we’ll  have  another  radio  commission  with 
expensive  offices  and  large  staff.  The  min- 
ister is  simply  superimposing  on  a very 
efficient  organization  unnecessary  expan- 
sion and  personnel.  It  is  really  a waste 
of  funds  and  I protest  earnestly  and  sin- 
cerely against  it.” 

J.  E.  Lawson,  a former  Toronto  ex- 
hibitor, declared  he  saw  no  reason  for  the 
government  to  bring  an  expert  from  Great 
Britain  to  survey  and  settle  the  motion 
picture  problem  when  there  were  so  many 
competent  men  in  Canada,  He  was  afraid 
that,  under  the  government  plan  of  mak- 
ing national  pictui’es,  the  idea  would  prove 
so  unwieldy  the  pictures  would  run  to 
“double-feature  length.” 

Believing  that  the  new  board  would 
prove  to  be  another  bureaucracy,  Hon. 
R.  J.  Manion,  leader  of  the  opposition, 
predicted  that  the  net  result  of  the  move 
would  be  a jump  in  expenditure  to  $250,- 
000  a year.  The  motion  picture  vote  had 
been  around  $50,000  per  year;  last  year 
it  had  been  $88,000  and  for  the  new  fiscal 
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year  it  was  to  be  $150,000,  W,  A,  Walsh 
of  Montreal  regarded  the  proposed  com- 
mission as  superfluous  and  urged  that  the 
money  which  would  go  toward  maintain- 
ing it  should  be  spent  on  the  actual  pro- 
duction of  pictures, 

Mr.  Euler,  the  sponsor  of  the  project, 
declared  that  Canadian  government  films 
were  being  shown  to  40,000,000  people  each 
year  throughout  the  world  and  contended 
that  the  bill  provided  for  centralized  au- 
thority over  moving  pictures  which  would 
not  lead  to  extravagances.  The  board 
would  save  money,  he  thought. 

At  present  more  than  6,000  prints  of 
Canadian  films  were  in  active  circulation, 
Euler  declared,  these  being  in  use  in  more 
than  30  countries.  Last  year  the  films 
were  shown  to  audiences  totaling  4,000,000 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  19,000,000  in 
the  United  States.  He  said  he  joined  in 
tribute  to  the  present  director,  F.  C.  Badg- 
ley, and  to  the  government’s  motion  pic- 
ture bureau  “but  the  director  has  enough 
to  do  in  film  production  alone,”  The  new 
commissioner  would  have  the  task  of  co- 
ordinating and  building  up  national  films. 


PRECEDED  by  a strong  exploitation  cam- 
paign conducted  by  Frank  Davis  of  Grand 
National,  “Club  des  Femmes”  opened  at 
Helmer  Jernberg’s  Bijou  to  capacity  audi- 
ences, At  the  Port  Arthm-  Lyceum  the 
picture  established  a new  house  record. 

Thoroughly  covering  every  possibility, 
Manager  Harold  Bishop  has  carried 
through  an  intensive  exploitation  cam- 
paign for  "The  Mikado’’  which  is  now 
playing  his  house.  To  a newspaper  adver- 
tising of  2,400  lines,  including  a large 
three  color  job  in  one  of  the  dailies.  Bishop 
added  24  sheets,  200  window  cards  and  six 
large  tinted  blowups.  A tieup  with  RCA 
Victor  radios  resulted  in  a large  co-op 
ad.  Advantage  loas  taken  of  the  musical 
score  by  playing  recordings  over  both  radio 
stations  and  by  means  of  a radio  placed 
in  the  lobby.  Two  screenings  were  held 
for  the  press,  members  of  the  executives 
of  musical  organizations  in  the  city,  the 
British  Trade  Commissioner  and  the  Par- 
ent-Teachers organizations. 

Possibility  of  Winnipeg  possessing  an- 
other native  film  star  looks  bright  with 
the  chance  at  film  fame  which  has  come 
to  Dorothea  Davis,  local  girl,  who  was  one 
of  two  young  screen  aspirants  picked  from 
2,500  competitors  in  New  York  regional 
eliminations  of  the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  “Gate- 
way to  Hollywood”  contest.  Miss  Davis 
will  go  to  Hollywood  for  the  finals.  Win- 
ners are  to  be  signed  by  RKO. 

Flu  has  reached  the  epidemic  stage  in 
Winnipeg  with  all  houses  being  short- 
staffed.  Theatre  attendance  has  suffered 
as  the  result  of  widespread  illness  and  the 
action  of  local  newspapers  who  have  urged 


Pictures  now  in  use  were  obsolete  and  it 
was  necessary  to  produce  new  ones  worthy 
of  the  Dominion. 

The  bill  received  third  reading  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  national  film  board 
would  become  a reality  in  the  near  future. 
Representatives  of  the  film  industry  in  the 
Dominion  are  viewing  the  development 
with  keen  interest  because  of  the  thought 
that  the  proposed  board  will  eventually 
assume  a dictatorial  position  with  re- 
spect to  the  importation,  distribution  and 
exhibition  of  all  moving  pictures  in  Canada 
in  the  manner  that  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  which 
succeeded  the  government’s  radio  commis- 
sion. Tire  primary  purpose  of  this  board 
was  to  develop  Canadian  atmosphere  and 
encourage  Canadian  talent  for  radio  but 
it  has  assumed  complete  regulation  of  pro- 
grams emanating  from  all  stations  in  the 
country  with  an  administrative  cost  last 
year  of  $1,046,500  and  an  estimated  total 
of  $1,423,000  for  the  approaching  fiscal 
12  months.  The  revenue  to  cover  these 
and  other  charges  is  secured  from  license 
fees  on  receiving  sets  which  are  taxed 
$2.50  per  year  and  from  government  sub- 
sidies. When  the  radio  commission  got 
under  way,  it  did  not  own  any  stations 
and  did  not  do  any  broadcasting  on  its  own 
account,  the  plan  being  to  supervise  exist- 
ing stations  at  a cost  that  largely  repre- 
sented the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the 
three  commissioners. 


the  public  to  avoid  crowded  places.  In  ad- 
dition strong  competition  is  being  handed 
out  by  the  hockey  playdowns  -now  being 
held. 

A number  of  managers  of  the  Winnipeg 
film  exchanges  traveled  to  Regina  for  the 
reopening  of  the  Rex,  rebuilt  following 
its  destruction  by  fire  last  year  . . . Gor- 
don Simmons,  Warner  manager  in  Win- 
nipeg, has  returned  from  the  Warner  con- 
vention. 

7.  Coval,  manager  of  Warner’s  Vancouver 
office,  passed  through  the  city  en  route  to 
Vancouver,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Coval  . . . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Geller  of  Warner’s  in 
Calgary,  passed  through  Winnipeg  on 
their  way  home  from  the  convention. 

J.  Miles,  president  of  Western  Theatres, 
Ltd.,  has  returned  from  his  southern  trip 
. . . John  A.  Schuberg,  associated  with 
Helmer  Jernberg  in  the  Rio  and  Bijou 
theatres  here,  was  a visitor  from  the  coast. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  77.  Kershaw  have  re- 
turned to  the  city  after  a holiday  at 
Victoria  . . . Jack  Zaitow  of  Melville,  Sask., 
has  been  a visitor  to  the  city  . . . Con- 
dolences to  Hy  Schulman  of  the  Valour 
Theatre  on  the  passing  of  his  father. 

Dave  Griesdorf,  manager  of  the  United 
Artists  office  here,  who  has  been  ill  in  the 
hospital,  has  now  recovered  . . . Ted  Gould 
of  Regal  films  left  for  Chicago  to  attend 
the  Metro  convention  . . . F.  H.  Willis, 
manager  of  the  Metropolitan,  who  was  on 
the  sick  list  last  week,  is  back  at  work. 
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F-P  Earns  More 
In  '38  Than  '37 


Toronto — Highly  encouraging  business 
during  the  calendar  year  of  1938  was  re- 
flected in  the  annual  financial  statement 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.  which 
showed  profit  from  operations  at  $2,231,- 
659,  as  compared  with  $2,184,524  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1937;  net  profit  after 
all  charges  of  $974,768,  compared  with 
$865,731  during  1937,  and  surplus  carried 
forward  of  $3,364,868,  against  $2,716,717 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

Dividends  paid  in  1938  totaled  $326,819, 
at  the  rate  of  80  cents  per  common  share, 
the  stock  payments  in  1937  being  $245,114, 
while  interest  on  bonds  in  1938  was  $328,- 
531,  down  from  the  total  of  $342,664  for 
the  previous  year.  Incidentally,  the  sur- 
plus at  the  end  of  1936  was  $2,185,434,  so 
that  the  amount  carried  forward  has  in- 
creased by  $1,179,434  in  two  years,  or 
more  than  50  per  cent. 

There  was  a greater  sum  in  1938  for 
depreciation  on  buildings  and  equipment 
at  $560,807,  compared  with  $513,901  in 
1937.  Officers  salaries  were  up  about  $5,000 
to  $135,460  while  legal  fees  were  more  than 
cut  in  half  at  $9,952.  Dividends  received 
from  other  sources  totaled  $145,485,  or  an 
increase  of  more  than  $45,000  from  1937. 

Total  assets  were  $16,185,225  on  Decem- 
ber 31  last,  down  slightly  from  the  previous 
year,  the  statement  showing  cash  of  $436,- 
466;  call  loans,  $858,000;  government  bonds, 
$298,186;  accounts  receivable,  $256,112; 
investments  in  subsidiaries,  $915,747;  in- 
vestments in  affiliates,  $1,148,723,  and 
fixed  assets,  $10,902,045.  The  comparative 
statement  for  1937  showed  that  cash  on 
hand  was  down  but  a substantial  increase 
was  noted  in  call  loans. 

Liabilities  included  $6,700,000  for  bonds, 
$587,015  for  mortgages,  $200,000  in  taxes, 
$176,106  in  accounts  payable,  $718,860  for 
contingent  liabilities,  and  $697,344  for  mi- 
nority interest,  the  total  under  this  head- 
ing being  similar  to  that  for  1937. 

Earnings  in  1938  were  equal  to  $2.38 
per  common  share,  compared  with  $2.12 
per  share  for  the  previous  year.  Working 
capital  is  $1,475,966,  against  $1,239,125  at 
the  end  of  1937,  current  assets  being 
$2,038,268  and  current  liabilities  $562,302. 


Toronto  Imperial  Shows 
An  Increased  Net 

Toronto — The  Imperial  Theatre,  huge 
downtown  Toronto  house  operated  by 
Eastern  Theatres,  Ltd.,  a subsidiary  of  Fa- 
mous Players  Canadian  Corp.,  and  man- 
aged by  Tom  Daley,  showed  a net  profit 
of  $45,757  for  the  fiscal  year  of  1938 
which  coincides  with  the  calendar  year, 
according  to  the  financial  statement  which 
was  the  first  of  the  individual  reports 
covering  operations  of  F-P  units  for  the 
period. 

Current  assets  of  the  Toronto  Imperial 
are  listed  at  $273,758  which  included  call 
loans  at  $145,000;  government  bonds  at 
$108,537  and  cash  at  $19,726.  Current 
liabilities  are  shown  as  $12,246. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  item  of 


goodwill  has  been  lopped  off  in  the  re- 
duction of  this  entry  from  $800,000  to 
only  $32,000,  this  having  been  done  through 
a write-off  of  capital  stock.  Earned  sur- 
plus is  shown  as  $76,783  which  is  slightly 
down  from  the  previous  year  when  the 
surplus  was  $78,586. 

The  Imperial  Theatre,  which  has  a seat- 
ing capacity  of  3,436,  is  in  good  physical 
condition,  having  been  closed  for  practical- 
ly a month  at  the  end  of  1937  for  a com- 
plete overhauling  and  the  installation  of 
new  equipment  including  seats. 

Clearance  Abolishment 
Ideal  Gains  Esteem 

• Continued  from  page  53) 
densed  form,  consists  of  16  pages.  The 
life  of  a feature  is  carefully  outlined 
through  every  city  and  section  of  the  coun- 
try. Every  theatre  is  bordered  by  defined 
limitations  of  so  many  days  for  prior  or 
subsequent  showings  in  careful  delinea- 
tion. Every  exhibitor  is  required  to  con- 
form to  accepted  regulation.  Toronto  is 
the  one  city  in  the  Dominion  which  has 
been  zoned  for  protection  purposes  and 
precise  recognition  is  given  to  geographi- 
cal location,  particularly  if  a theatre  or 
theatres  are  located  near  others  within 
a distance  of  one  exact  mile  “as  the  crow 
flies.”  There  are  10  official  zones  for 
booking  purposes  in  Toronto.  Admission 
prices  for  theatres  within  a zone  are  the 
determining  factor  with  regard  to  priority. 
All  of  this  is  accepted  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  operation  of  the  business.  But  all 
this  is  now  being  attacked  as  costly  busi- 
ness in  a literal  sense  and  on  the  ground 
it  causes  financial  loss  for  both  theatres 
and  distributors.  There  has  begun  a ris- 
ing tide  of  internal  protest  against  the 
basic  procedure,  it  is  apparent,  based  on 
the  assumption  that  existing  clearance  is 
not  a favorable  regulation  but  an  expen- 
sive evil. 

Permit  F-P  Aiiiliate 
To  Improve  Grover 

Toronto — B.  and  F.  Theatres,  Ltd.,  To- 
ronto, an  affiliate  of  Famous  Players  Ca- 
nadian Corp.,  has  taken  out  a permit  for 
improvements  to  the  Grover  Theatre,  Dan- 
forth  Ave.,  Toronto,  to  cost  an  estimated 
$6,000. 

Famous  Players  is  proceeding  with  plans 
for  the  remodeling  of  the  Capitol  Thea- 
tre, Regina,  Sask.,  early  this  summer. 

The  Palace  Theatre,  Galt,  Ont.,  has  been 
equipped  with  a C.T.R.  sound  system.  Ar- 
rangements are  proceeding  for  the  early 
opening  by  Abe  Polakoff  of  Toronto  of 
the  Community  Theatre  at  Welland,  Ont., 
as  an  independent  house. 


Wind  Up  "Gorilla" 

Hollywood — Production  on  “The  Go- 
rilla” wound  up  this  week  at  20th-Fox. 
The  Ritz  Bros,  are  starred,  with  Anita 
Louise,  Patsy  Kelly  and  Joseph  Calleia 
also  in  the  cast. 


Prison  Yarn  to  Wanger 

Hollywood — Walter  Wanger  has  pur- 
chased “House  Across  the  Bay,”  a prison 
melodrama  by  Myles  Connolly. 


Retained  Juvenile 
Ban  No  Shock 

Ottawa — The  decision  of  the  Quebec 
provincial  government,  through  Premier 
Maurice  Duplessis,  not  to  amend  the 
statute  prohibiting  the  admission  of  chil- 
dren under  16  years  from  all  moving  pic- 
ture theatres  under  all  circumstances  and 
at  all  times,  has  not  occasioned  surprise, 
despite  recent  rumors  that  the  law  might 
be  amended. 

The  continued  ban  on  juvenile  admission 
in  cities  and  towns  on  the  Quebec  side 
of  the  Ottawa  River  brought  discreet  en- 
thusiasm to  exhibitors  on  the  Ontario  side, 
particularly  Ottawa,  because  the  regula- 
tion has  the  effect  of  sending  the  children 
to  film  houses  in  Ontario — in  fact,  if  the 
whole  family  desires  to  attend  a show  in 
a body,  they  cross  the  river  for  the  en- 
tertainment and  do  not  face  any  form  of 
restrictive  law.  There  are  also  the  occa- 
sions when  a feature  has  been  banned 
by  the  Quebec  board  of  moving  picture 
censors  when  Ottawa  theatres  advertise 
quite  freely;  “This  picture  will  not  be 
seen  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.”  This  is 
relatively  quite  frequent  because  the  rec- 
ords show  that  the  Quebec  censors  banned 
17  features  in  1938  as  compared  with  one 
condemnation  in  Ontario.  In  1937,  Que- 
bec rejected  ten  features  and  Ontario  none. 

Still  another  angle  to  the  Quebec  atti- 
tude is  that  the  ban  on  juvenile  admis- 
sions to  cinemas  has  stimulated  the  sale 
and  rental  of  16mm  films,  including  fea- 
tures and  shorts,  for  exhibition  in  schools, 
parish  halls  and  other  buildings  to  which 
children  are  admitted.  Frankly,  producers 
and  distributors  of  16mm  films  are  far 
from  being  worried  over  the  continued 
juvenile  prohibition  for  licensed  theatres. 
Many  of  the  “picture  shows”  in  halls  are 
actually  under  religious  auspices  which  are 
said  to  be  opposed  to  the  admission  of 
children  to  recognized  theatres  which,  in- 
cidentally, provide  all  equipment  for  pub- 
lic safety.  It  happens  all  along  the  line 
that  programs  presented  in  the  unlicensed 
halls  include  film  releases  which  are  also 
screened  in  the  theatres — but  the  juvenile 
fans  still  troop  across  the  bridges  at  Ot- 
tawa to  enjoy  the  entertainment  in  the 
unrestricted  atmosphere  of  theatres  on  the 
Ontario  side. 


Kitchener  Theatres.  Ltd.. 
Show  an  Increased  Net 

Toronto — Paramount  Kitchener  Tlrea- 
tres.  Ltd.,  operating  the  Capitol  Theatre 
in  Kitchener,  Ont.,  has  released  its  fi- 
nancial statement  for  the  year  ending 
January  1,  which  shows  net  profits  of 
$6,140  after  accounting  for  depreciation 
and  taxes,  as  compared  with  $4,144  for 
the  previous  year.  Surplus  at  the  end  of 
the  past  year  totaled  $11,465. 

Dividends  on  the  1,579  shares  of  pre- 
ferred stock  have  been  in  arrears  since 
1929  but,  in  1939,  the  company  made  i 
payment  of  5 per  cent  on  this  account. 
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J^NOTHER  burden  is  to  be  added  to  the 
overload  already  borne  by  the  motion 
picture  industry  in  Quebec  province.  Pre- 
mier Duplessis,  not  content  with  foster- 
ing a censorship  which  deprives  the  citi- 
zens of  the  province  of  the  privilege  of 
seeing  many  of  the  outstanding  pictures, 
now  proposes  to  make  the  distributors  and 
exhibitors  share  the  cost  of  the  operation 
of  the  unpopular  board  of  censors. 

Disappointmeiits  are  more  frequent 
than  the  announcement  of  good  news  in 
the  local  film  world.  Hope  which  lives 
eternally  in  the  human  breast,  led  to  ex- 
pectation that  this  session  would  see  some 
amelioration  of  the  ban  on  juveniles.  Now, 
the  provincial  government  has  put  the 
matter  over  for  another  session. 

Delegates  to  the  Canadian  Mining  and 
Metallurgy  convention  at  Quebec  showed 
keen  interest  in  the  new  sound  motion 
picture  of  the  mining  industry,  “Ti'easure 
Hunt,"  recently  completed  for  the  Quebec 
Bureau  of  Mines,  by  Associated  Screen 
News.  Hon.  Onesime  Gagnon,  minister  of 
mines,  and  A.  O.  Dufresne,  director  of  the 
bureau,  were  complimented  on  the  tech- 
nical authenticity  of  the  film,  which  Du- 
fresne is  bringing  to  Montreal  to  show  to 
the  local  Advertising  Club. 

Joint  Ganetakos  and  Bill  Maynard  of 
United  Amusement:  A.  Jeffreys  of  United 
Artists,  and  John  Casey,  2Qth-Fox,  were 
weekend  guests  for  a skiing  party  at  the 
country  home  in  the  Laurentians  of 
Johtiny  Parker  of  United  Amusement.  Evi- 
dently the  skiing  was  strenuous,  for  some 
members  of  the  party  were  limping  wear- 
ily on  their  return.  Nonetheless  they  would 
like  to  returti  arid  are  sorry  the  skiing  sea- 
son is  practically  over. 

Nelson  Eddy  purchased  the  button 
which  launched  Toronto  Symphony  Or- 
chestra’s campaign  for  funds.  His  button 
was  the  first  of  10.000  sold  . . . David 
Niven,  film  star,  has  a distant  cousin, 
Graham  Niven  of  Montreal,  who  has 
been  awarded  the  Montreal  Standard’s 
“Movie  Double”  prize  for  his  resemblance 
to  the  actor  . . . “Minstrel  Daze,”  a black- 
faced old-time  minstrel  show,  secured  by 
Morris  Davis  for  the  Belmont,  made  such 
a hit  there  that  it  was  transferred  to  the 
Amherst. 

Yvorine  Bouvier  of  the  Folies  Bergeres, 
Paris,  recently  at  the  Maisonette  Russe  in 
New  York,  is  singing  at  the  Tic  Toe  ...  A 
special  screening  of  hotel  service  films  VMS 
given  to  the  Montreal  branch  of  the  In- 
ternational Stewards’  and  Caterers’  Ass’n 
by  Thomas  P.  Kelly,  assistant  manager  of 
the  Belmont  Plaza.  New  York  . . . The 
Dominion  government  has  produced  two 
gold  mining  films,  one  dealing  with  the 
operation  of  a gold  mine  and  the  other 
until  gold  from  the  time  it  enters  the  mint 
at  Ottawa. 

John  Reidy,  manager  of  the  Princess, 
was  host  to  the  118th  (Bomber)  Squadron 
of  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force,  under 
Squadron  Leader  Marcel  Dubuc,  at  a 
showing  of  “Wings  of  the  Navy”  . . . Sid- 
ney Guilaroff,  M-G-M’s  hair  stylist  at 
Hollywood,  formerly  of  Montreal,  was  in- 
vited by  Joan  Crawford  to  a party  at  her 


home,  but  declined  because  it  would  not 
let  him  get  home  in  time  to  play  with  a 
baby  he  adopted.  So  says  Lionel  Shapiro, 
Montreal’s  Broadway  columnist,  who  re- 
cently spent  some  weeks  in  Hollywood. 

There  is  great  activity  amongst  the 
newsreelers  at  ASN.  Four  crews  are  out 
on  production  work  . . . ASN  recently 
completed  a trailer  for  the  French  Feder- 
ated Charities  in  Montreal  which  has  been 
circulated  throughout  the  French  cinemas 
in  the  city  . . . Several  ASN  films  are  be- 
ing shown  by  advertising  clubs  in  various 
Canadian  cities  . . . The  System  has  been 
showing  four  attractions  daily,  including 
the  first-run  picture,  “Portia  on  Trial.” 
The  others  were  “Shadows  Over  Shang- 
hai,” “Blue  of  the  Night”  and  Walt  Dis- 
ney’s “Brave  Little  Tailor.” 

A precedent  was  created  in  the  Filmrow 
Bowling  League  when  two  tie  games  were 
bowled  in  one  night.  The  first  was  when 
Paramount  and  Regal  tied,  and  played  an- 
other box  which  the  former  won.  The 
second  was  when  Paramount  tied  Empire- 
Universal,  but  came  off  second  best  in  the 
succeeding  box.  Filmrow  Bowling  League 
playoffs  commenced  March  19.  Sol  Levitt 
of  Paramount,  who  had  led  all  season 
with  high  three  of  518,  lost  his  laurels  to 
Jake  Macklin  of  Regal  who  bowled  520. 
Tommy  Cleary  of  Consolidated  still  leads 
high  single  with  212. 

Filmrow  visitors:  T.  Trow,  Imperial, 
Three  Rivers;  Albert  Bey,  Bey’s  Cinema, 
Thetford  Mines;  A.  Lapierre,  Ideal,  Beau- 
harnois;  C.  Auclair,  Drummond,  Drum- 
mondville;  L.  Choquette,  Rialto,  Farnham; 
M.  Adelson,  Roxy,  Ste.  Agathe;  P.  Sene- 
cal.  George’s,  Ste.  Therese;  G.  Cham- 
pagne, Auditorium,  Shawinigan  Falls;  G. 
Martineau,  Royal,  Valleyfied,  and  B.  Gar- 
son,  Palace,  Verdun. 

Albert  Bey  has  left  his  cinema  in  Thet- 
ford Mines  for  a few  weeks  in  order  to 
luxuriate  in  a West  Indies  cruise  . . . P. 
J.  Nolan  of  the  Rex  and  Nola  theatres, 
Ottawa,  who  has  been  in  a sanitarium  for 
a couple  of  months,  has  returned  to  the 
Capital,  reportedly  cured  of  his  ailment. 

I.  Sourkes  of  Grand  National  Films  has 
returyied  from  a visit  to  New  York,  where 
he  viewed  “Pygmalion”  ahead  of  its  in- 
augural showing  in  Montreal  . . . Grand 
National  is  releasing  “Ballerina,”  starring 
the  danseuse,  Mia  Slavenska  of  the  Bal- 
let Russe  at  Monte  Carlo.  The  music  in  the 
film  is  supplied  by  the  Paris  Symphony 
Orchestra,  which  plays  Chopin  and  Gou- 
nod. First  local  presentation  will  be  at  His 
Majesty’s,  April  8. 

Wilfrid  Picard,  one  of  Montreal’s  pion- 
eer film  operators,  who,  with  his  brother 
ran  the  King  George  Theatre  here  many 
years  ago,  has  completed  construction  of 
a large  motor  van  containing  a projection 
booth  and  equipment  throwing  sound  pic- 
tures on  a glass  screen.  He  intends  to 
drive  it  to  the  World’s  Fair,  New  York  and 
exhibit  pictures  of  Canada,  including  films 
of  the  Dionne  Quintuplets. 

Loeu/s  gave  “a  Hollywood  opening”  to 
the  premiere  of  “Pygmalion,”  and  an- 
nounced that  the  picture  was  so  outstand- 


Suspensions  Bring 
A Rift  in  CFL 


Ottawa — A rift  has  appeared  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  La- 
bor in  which  a number  of  projectionists 
have  been  members  in  opposition  to  the 
lATSE  imions. 

From  the  headquarters  of  the  federation 
in  Ottawa  has  come  the  announcement  by 
W.  T.  Burford,  secretary-treasurer,  that 
3,000  members  of  the  One  Big  Union,  a 
unit  of  the  federation,  have  been  sus- 
pended “because  of  continued  delinquency 
in  payment  of  fees.”  The  One  Big  Union 
has  been  a western  Canadian  branch  of  the 
CFL  and  had  its  own  headquarters  in 
Winnipeg,  with  a considerable  proportion 
of  the  projectionists  of  Winnipeg  and 
other  cities  being  members  of  the  organ- 
ization, all  of  whom  come  under  the  order. 
Winnipeg  exhibitors  have  had  difficulty 
with  the  One  Big  Union  through  strikes 
and  picketing  on  several  occasions  in  re- 
cent years. 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Labor  still 
claims  a membership  of  40,000,  most  of 
whom  are  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  One 
unit  is  the  Canadian  Operators  Union,  the 
members  of  which  are  employed  in  various 
theatres  of  the  Associated  chain,  which  is 
controlled  by  N.  L.  Nathanson.  Another 
angle  to  the  situation  is  that  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  of  which  Mi’. 
Nathanson  is  president,  employs  only  mem- 
bers of  the  lATSE  which  does  not  recog- 
nize the  Canadian  group. 


"Cisco  Kid"  Along 

Hollywood — Well  along  in  production 
at  20th-Fox  is  “Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid,” 
with  Warner  Baxter,  Lynn  Bari,  Cesar 
Romero  and  Henry  Hull.  Herbert  I.  Leeds 
is  directing. 


Son  to  Rankins 

Tilbury,  Ont. — A new  arrival  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harland  Rankin 
of  the  Plaza  'Theatre  is  a son,  Robert  Kerr 
Rankin. 


ing  that  a change  was  made  in  the  policy 
of  mixed  vaudeville  and  films  in  order  to 
show  it.  According  to  Phil  Maurice,  man- 
ager, the  opening  crowds  bespeak  success 
for  the  new  policy. 

Keen  competition  between  the  first-run 
theatres  characterized  the  week  ending 
March  23.  Shirley  Temple  in  the  Techni- 
color film,  “The  Little  Princess,”  was  the 
feature  at  the  Palace.  The  Capitol 
showed  “Cafe  Society”  and  “ . . . one  third 
of  a nation  . . the  musical  comedy 
version  of  “The  Three  Musketeers”  and 
“Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu”  held  the 
screen  at  the  Princess;  “Pygmalion” 
played  Loew’s  and  Orpheum  gave  a sec- 
ond week  to  “Stagecoach.” 

A successful  departure  from  general 
procedure  was  inaugurated  by  Larry 
Stephens  at  the  Snowdon.  After  10  p.  m. 
the  complete  program  can  be  seen  at  the 
reduced  price  of  27  cents.  The  Snowdon 
revived  “Show  Boat”  after  11  p.  m.  Satur- 
day. 
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School  Cooperation 
Asked  hi]  Critic 

Toronto — Criticism  of  exhibitors  was 
voiced  by  Roly  Young,  film  critic  of  the 
Toronto  Globe  and  Mail,  in  an  address  on 
“Motion  Picture  Appreciation”  before  the 
North  Toronto  Collegiate  Ass’n  in  which 
he  suggested  more  constructive  effort  on 
the  part  of  educationists  in  guiding  the 
tastes  of  students  so  that  motion  pictures 
would  provide  for  them  worthwhile  and 
enjoyable  literary  experiences. 

“Untactful  theatre  managers  have  an- 
tagonized the  teachers,”  declared  Mr. 
Young,  “by  attempts  to  promote  interest 
in  some  pseudo-educational  picture  with 
a background  usually  so  obvious  and  crude 
that  the  results  achieved  are  directly  op- 
posite to  those  desired. 

“We  find  that  teachers  as  a class  are 
exceedingly  difficult  to  approach  on  the 
subject — they  seem  to  regard  movies,  like 
sex,  as  an  evil  that  should  be  eradicated 
and,  therefore,  must  be  ignored.  Teachers’ 
prejudices  are  headed  by  the  opinion  that 
movies  have  an  rmfavorable  influence  on 
children — an  opinion  which  they  back  up 
by  quoting  an  occasional  offensive  motion 
picture  as  a typical  example  of  all.  Some 
teachers  also  resent  movies  and  feel  that 
the  pupils  spend  too  much  time  at  the 
theatre,  to  the  detriment  of  their  studies.” 

Mr.  Young  declared  that  moving  pictures 
do  not  interest  children  as  an  education 
medium,  although  they  obviously  have 
great  educational  importance.  Any  at- 
tempt to  force  educational  films  on  the 
child,  in  the  guise  of  entertainment,  was 
immediately  resented.  Therefore,  the  pri- 
mary interest  in  films  was  as  a literary 
medium.  The  linking  up  of  English  classes 
with  well-selected  plays  at  the  neighbor- 
hood theatre,  where  the  teacher  has  a 
knowledge  of  such  plays,  was  a decided 
advantage  to  the  school  children. 


Wiliied  Picard  Recalls 
Early  Censor  Moves 

Montreal — Of  special  interest  to  Wil- 
frid Picard,  pioneer  motion  picture  opera- 
tor in  Montreal,  is  the  government’s  an- 
nounced intention  of  making  the  dis- 
tributors and  exhibitors  pay  the  cost  of 
the  censor  board. 

Picard  recalls  that  included  in  his  large 
collection  of  early  films,  is  the  one  which, 
he  says,  was  responsible  for  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  Quebec  board  of  censors, 
“The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame.”  When 
it  was  shown  it  aroused  the  ire  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  as  a result  of 
whose  protests  the  censor  board  was 
formed. 

“During  the  time  the  picture  was  being 
shown,  the  opposition  did  no  harm  to 
business,”  Picard  remarked.  “On  the  con- 
trary, the  King  George  Theatre,  which 
my  brother  and  I were  operating,  was 
crowded  to  capacity  for  each  showing  of 
the  film.” 


J J.  FITZGIBBONS,  vice-president  of 

* Famous  Players  Canadian  Corp.,  To- 
ronto, and  Mrs.  Fitzgibbons,  are  finish- 
ing out  the  winter  with  a holiday  stay  in 
Miami,  Fla.  . . . J.  P.  O’Loghlin,  general 
manager  of  20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp., 
Toronto,  has  been  in  New  York  City  on 
a business  trip. 

Leo  M.  Devaney,  general  manager  of 
Radio  Pictures  Corp.  of  Canada  and  the 
Irishman  of  Filmrow,  was  in  Montreal  for 
the  nth  of  March  . . . Toronto  represen- 
tatives at  the  Warner  Bros,  convention  in 
New  York  City  were  Wolfe  Cohen,  Cana- 
dian manager  of  Vitagraph  Limited,  and 
Joseph  Plottel,  recently  appointed  Toronto 
branch  manager. 

Frank  Myers,  Toronto  manager  of  Radio 
Pictures,  has  the  whole  staff  on  its  toes 
for  the  George  J.  Schaefer  Sales  Drive 
with  the  strong  determination  to  excel 
last  year’s  record  when  Toronto  fought 
it  out  with  Buffalo  for  top  honors  . . . 
The  holdover  of  the  week  among  Toronto 
downtown  cinema  palaces  was  “Gunga 
Din,”  which  went  into  its  second  week  at 
the  Uptown  where  Jack  Arthur  is  the  di- 
recting head. 

Vern.  Hudson,  manager  of  the  Capitol 
Theatre  in  North  Toronto,  is  a member 
of  the  committee  which  is  making  north- 
end  preparations  for  the  tour  of  the  city 
by  the  British  Monarchs  May  22.  Alf. 
Sedgwick,  manager  of  the  Belsize  Theatre, 
is  in  charge  of  arrangements  for  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  section  as  president  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Road  Businessmen’s  Ass’n. 

Commencing  March  20,  Manager  V. 
Simone  of  the  Beverly  Theatre,  an  Asso- 
ciated circuit  house,  is  giving  away  a piece 
of  chinaware  every  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  with  70  pieces  in  the  set,  no 
extra  charge  being  made  for  the  gifts. 
The  double-bill  policy  is  being  continued. 

Manager  H.  Freedman  of  the  Circle 
Theatre  is  offering  a third  feature,  a 
Western,  for  the  Saturday  matinee,  in 
addition  to  the  two  regular  features  . . . 
Jim  Davidson,  sales  pusher  of  Superior 
Films,  Ltd.,  is  engaged  in  a dashing  round- 
up of  dates  for  ‘‘Cock  of  the  Air”  and  ‘‘The 
Death  Kiss,”  the  latter  being  booked  into 
the  Radio  City  Theatre  for  its  Toronto 
premiere. 

Harry  Alexander,  proprietor  of  the  Lans- 
downe  Theatre,  Toronto,  and  a leading 
independent  for  years,  has  been  welcomed 
back  after  basking  in  the  Florida  sun  for 
six  weeks  . . . Mrs.  I.  Axler,  mother  of 
M.  L.  Axler,  supervisor  of  20th  Century 
Theatres,  Ltd.,  is  recovering  from  a seri- 
ous operation.  She  is  the  wife  of  the 
Strand  Theatre  owner. 

Frank  Goldhar,  former  Columbia  sales- 
man in  Winnipeg  and  brother  of  G.  Gold- 
har, Toronto  independent  exhibitor,  has 
taken  up  residence  here  prior  to  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Estelle  Solway  of  Chicago,  a 
cousin  of  Gus  Solway  of  Toronto  who  is 
in  partnership  with  B.  Goldhar. 

M.  A.  Milligan,  general  manager  of 
Paramount  Film  Service,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  is 


one  of  those  film  executives  who  has  re- 
turned to  his  desk  in  a tanned  condition 
after  a sojourn  in  the  South  . . . Thomas 
Waterford,  for  six  years  assistant  mana- 
ger of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Theatre,  has 
been  appointed  manager  of  the  LaReta 
Theatre,  in  the  Toronto  East  End,  by  Page 
Theatres,  Ltd. 

O.  J.  Silverthorne , chairman  of  the 
Ontario  board  of  moving  picture  censors, 
recently  returned  from  a rest  in  Florida, 
was  one  of  the  celebrities  who  attended 
the  opening  of  the  Centre  Theatre,  Peter- 
horo,  the  manager  of  which  is  Syd.  Gold- 
stone.  President  Harry  Firestone  and  Past 
President  H.  Freedman  of  the  Independent 
Theatres  Ass’n  also  attended  from  To- 
ronto. 

Sam  Firestone,  popular  Toronto  exhibi- 
tor, finally  went  the  way  of  all  others  by 
taking  the  train  to  Florida  for  a late 
vacation.  George  Lester  has  returned  from 
the  south  . . . Harry  Ginsler  of  the  lola. 
Toronto,  is  the  latest  exhibitor  to  join  up 
with  the  Independent  Ass’n. 

Twenty-nine  theatres  of  Toronto  and 
suburbs  are  cooperating  in  booking  and 
advertising  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ex- 
hibitors Booking  Ass'n  which  is  headed 
by  N.  A.  Taylor. 

Belated  blizzards  in  various  sections  of 
Ontario,  zero  weather  even  after  the 
middle  of  March  and  the  influenza  situ- 
ation have  combined  to  keep  many  out- 
side exhibitors  away  from  Toronto.  Weath- 
er conditions  have  been  really  severe  with 
many  highways  practically  impassable. 
Western  Ontario  had  a storm  the  other 
day  which  put  all  telegraph  and  telephone 
systems  out  of  commission  and  trains  were 
hours  late.  Telegrams  by  Toronto  distribu- 
tors to  Windsor  had  to  be  sent  by  a cir- 
cuitous route  through  the  States  via  Buf- 
falo, Cleveland  and  Detroit. 

Of  interest  to  Toronto  film  men  is  the 
news  that  H.  W.  Phelan  has  taken  out  a 
civic  permit  for  the  erection  of  an  apart- 
ment building  at  24-28  St.  Joseph  St.  at 
a cost  of  $143,000.  Phelan  recently  took 
legal  action  for  damages  against  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.,  claiming  $25,625 
for  alleged  loss  in  connection  with  the  ex- 
change of  FP  shares  for  those  of  Para- 
mount-Publix  back  in  1930,  the  case  being 
dismissed  with  costs  by  Mr.  Justice  Ur- 
quhart  in  the  supreme  court  of  Ontario. 


Announces  Schedule 
Of  IT  A Meetings 

Toronto — Following  the  establishment  of 
the  clubrooms  of  the  Independent  Thea- 
tre Ass’n  on  the  eighth  floor  of  the  Her- 
mant  Bldg.,  21  Dimdas  Sq.,  Toronto,  an- 
nouncement is  made  by  President  Harry 
Firestone  that  regular  general  meetings  of 
the  independents  will  be  held  on  the  first 
'Tuesday  of  every  month,  while  round  table 
meetings  of  an  informal  nature  will  be 
conducted  on  all  other  Tuesdays  at  11:00 
a.  m.  These  gatherings  are  open  to  mem- 
bers only. 
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PATRICK  J.  ‘'PADDY"  NOLAN,  widely 

known  theatre  owner  and  ex-mayor  of 
Ottawa,  observes  his  birthday  on  the  17th 
of  March  no  less  but  this  year  the  usual 
celebration  lacked  its  usual  vim  and  vigor 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  Irish  war- 
rior is  in  ill  health  for  the  first  time.  The 
affairs  of  the  Rexy  and  Nola  theatres  are 
being  looked  after  by  Marion  Nolan,  his 
capable  daughter. 

Manager  M.  Berlin  of  the  Somerset  The- 
atre is  presejitmg  amateur  flesh  shows  as 
an  added  attraction  each  Wednesday  eve- 
ning. the  stage  having  been  enlarged  for 
the  purpose.  Manager  Marshall  has  been 
using  the  amateurs  at  the  Rideau  Theatre 
weekly  all  season  ivith  good  effect  . . . 
"Pygmalion"  opened  its  Ottawa  run  at  the 
Capitol  Theatre  with  07ie  performance 
Thursday  evening,  March  23,  with  all  seats 
reserved  at  40c,  the  loges  being  50c. 

The  long  series  of  Saturday  morning 
film  shows  at  the  National  Museum  of 
Canada,  free  to  children,  came  to  a con- 
clusion with  the  presentation  of  a pro- 
gram on  nature  life  by  Father  F.  E.  Banim 
of  St.  Patrick’s  College.  The  finish  of  these 
performances  provided  the  opportunity  for 
exhibitors  to  make  use  of  Saturday  morn- 
ings and  Manager  Lloyd  Mills  of  the  El- 
gin Theatre  seized  the  chance  for  a milk- 
man's matinee  for  “Stagecoach”  with 
worthwhile  receipts. 

The  Capitol  Theatre  loas  croivded  for 
three  mornings  wheji  a cooking  demon- 
stration was  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Zonta  Club  of  Ottawa,  the  proceeds 
from  the  10-cenf  admission  being  turned 
over  to  social  welfare  work.  A spring  fash- 
ion show  was  also  presented  on  the  stage 
in  coiijunction  with  evening  performances 
of  "Honolulu.” 

Influenza  has  been  bad  around  the  Ot- 
tawa district  and  authorities  have  closed 
the  schools  at  Smiths  Palls,  Perth,  Win- 
chester, Arnprior,  Carleton  Place  and  oth- 
er centers.  The  schools  at  Cornwall  were 
previously  closed  but  have  been  re-opened 
as  the  crisis  there  has  passed. 

Stage  shows  have  become  a permanent 
feature  at  the  Cartier  Theatre  where  Ma7ia- 
ger  Bob  Maynard  presented  his  seventh 
weekly  stage  unit  hi  conju7iction  ivith  a 
double  bill. 

"Ballerina”  Canadian 
Premiere  in  Toronto 

Toronto — The  Canadian  premiere  of 
"Ballerina.”  French  feature  released  as  an 
independent  production  by  Grand  Na- 
tional Films.  Ltd.,  Toronto,  opened  at  the 
Hollywood  Theatre,  Toronto,  leading  house 
of  the  Premier  Theatres  chain  controlled 
by  Jules  and  J.  J.  Allen.  Prior  to  this 
engagement,  the  Hollywood  presented 
“Adrienne  Lecouvreur”  for  one  day,  and 
“Ballerina”  followed. 

The  manager  of  the  Hollywood  is  Ray- 
mond Allen,  son  of  J.  J.  Allen,  and  he 
supervises  the  whole  circuit  of  32  theatres. 
The  Hollywood  will  be  closed  shortly  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  capacity  to  the 
extent  of  250  seats,  the  present  accommo- 
dation being  1,014  seats. 


From  the  Press 


Eastern  Theatres  Profit  Up 

Toronto — Net  earnings  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  December  29  of  $45,757  were 
reported  by  Eastern  Theatres,  Ltd.  This 
compares  with  a net  of  $44,056  the  pre- 
vious year. 


Escape  Local  Amusement  Tax 

Toronto — Windsor’s  bid  for  legislation 
enabling  municipalities  to  impose  and  col- 
lect an  amusement  tax  on  film  theatres 
was  rejected  by  city  council  at  St.  Tlromas. 


Renovate  at  St.  Catherines 

St.  Catherines,  Ont. — Complete  reno- 
vation and  the  installation  of  an  air  con- 
ditioning system  are  planned  by  F-P  for 
their  Capitol  here. 


Casper  Bros.  House  Underway 

Leamington,  Ont. — Work  is  to  start 
shortly  on  construction  of  a new  theatre 
here  for  the  Casper  Brothers.  The  house 
will  seat  1,000. 


Crowd  for  Opening 

New  Glasgow.  N.  S. — A capacity  house 
was  enjoyed  by  the  new  Roseland  Theatre 
at  its  opening  here  recently.  N.  W.  Mason 
is  managing  director. 


Study  Theatre  Regulation  Bill 

Edmonton,  Alta. — Legislators  are  study- 
ing a bill  that  would  amend  the  Tlieatres 
Act,  empowering  the  lieutenant-governor- 
in-council  to  make  regulations  with  re- 
spect to  periods  when  theatres  or  enter- 
tainment halls  may  be  kept  open. 


Receipts  to  Charities 

Regina,  Sask. — Proceeds  from  the  open- 
ing night  of  the  Rex  Theatre  were  turned 
over  to  the  Shriners  for  hospital  work  and 
to  the  Kiwanis  for  its  boys  and  girls  camp 
by  Manager  H.  A.  Bercovich. 


T_OU  GELLER,  local  manager  for  War- 
ner, doubled  a honeymoon  with  the 
convention  trip  to  New  York.  Lou  ar- 
rived in  Manhattan  a few  days  ahead  of 
the  convention  to  take  in  the  sights  and 
get  ready  for  the  ribbing  he  received 
from  his  fellow  delegates.  He  will  spend 
a few  days  in  Winnipeg  before  returning 
to  duty  in  CalgaiT. 

Joe  Myers,  from  the  Calgary  office  of 
Regal  Films,  is  attending  the  regional 
sales  convention  being  held  by  M-G-M  in 
Chicago  during  the  past  week.  Regal  Films 
handles  Metro  distribution  in  Canada,  but 
this  is  the  first  such  convention  attended 
by  a Calgary  representative  for  some  years. 

J.  B.  Barron  is  back  from  his  eastern 
trip.  He  spent  a week  at  Toronto  visiting 
Canadian  film  headquarters  and  a few 
days  in  Chicago  where  he  saw  the  execu- 
tives of  the  San  Carlo  Opera  Co.  Would 
not  divulge,  at  present,  any  negotiations 
for  stage  show  this  season  or  for  next  fall. 
Meantime  the  double-feature  picture 
policy  will  continue  at  the  Grand. 


JNCREASED  demand  for  newsreels  evi- 
dent all  through  Saskatchewan  houses, 
according  to  reports.  It  seems  in  line  with 
the  march  of  events,  especially  in  Europe. 

Announcement  has  been  made  from  Ot- 
tawa by  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corp.  that 
all  broadcasting  in  connection  with  visit  of 
the  king  and  queen  will  he  controlled  by 
the  CBC  who  takes  responsibility  for  every 
broadcast.  That  eliminates  the  local  sta- 
tions who,  apparently , may  only  take  what- 
ever the  CBC  elects  to  give.  It  irks  the 
radio  men  but  theatremen  feel  the  result- 
hig  lowered  coverage  is  sure  to  help  them 
m puttmg  over  the  many  pla7is  for  film- 
i7ig  various  angles  of  the  visit. 

Ralph  Fillett,  salesman  for  Regal  Films, 
and  Buster  Radis  of  Empire  Universal, 
both  of  Winnipeg,  are  touring  Saskatche- 
wan again  prior  to  spring  openings.  They 
reported  business  surprisingly  good  . . . 
D.  Y.  Rosen,  manager  of  Empire  Uni- 
versal Pictures,  Winnipeg,  was  a Regina 
visitor. 

With  all  seats  reserved,  the  Capitol,  Re- 
gi7ia,  will  give  "Pygmalio7i”  a Hollywood 
preview  early  m April.  Despite  the  usual 
fear  of  Holy  Week,  the  picture  is  opening 
then  m Wimiipeg,  Vancouver  and  Cal- 
gary houses  of  Famous  Players  Ca7iadia7i. 
It  is  felt  the  picture  will  draw  a crowd 
regardless. 

E.  P.  Fields,  manager  of  the  Capitol, 
Moose  Jaw,  visited  Regina  on  business. 
He  reported  the  minor  flu  epidemic  had 
hit  business  in  the  Mill  City.  Similar  re- 
ports were  heard  from  Saskatoon  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  province. 

No  more  five-cent  shows  on  Saturday 
mor7iings  will  be  offered  at  the  Rex  The- 
atre, according  to  Harry  Bercovich,  man- 
ager of  the  Regina  home,  Jiot  for  many 
years,  at  least.  The  five-cent  kids’  show 
was  a feature  of  the  house  before  it  was 
destroyed  by  fire  last  year.  Newly  rebuilt, 
the  Rex  looks  too  pretty  to  be  spoiled  by 
"Didians,”  in  the  genial  ma7iager’s  opinio7i. 

Canadian  BuHs  Ass'n 
Hears  Col.  Cooper 

Toronto — Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  presi- 
dent of  the  Motion  Picture  Distributors 
of  Canada  and  wartime  commander  of  the 
198th  Overseas  Battalion,  spoke  his  mind 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Buffs  Ass’n  at  the  Naval  Club,  Toronto, 
with  reference  to  the  international  crisis 
when  he  declared  that  the  dictator  powers 
had  at  last  awakened  the  democracies  to 
the  need  for  defense  and  considerable  ef- 
fort had  been  made  to  bring  about  a high 
standard  of  preparedness.  Col.  Cooper  em- 
phasized the  necessity  of  youth  training 
and  referred  to  the  work  already  in  hand 
along  these  lines. 

Col.  Coopier  was  elected  honorary  presi- 
dent of  the  association  and  will  parade 
at  the  head  of  his  old  battalion  for  the 
annual  church  parade  on  April  24. 


Assign  Sonya  Levien 
HoLLYWooD-^onya  Levien  has  been  as- 
signed to  script  “Red  Cross  Nurse”  at 
20th  Century-Fox. 
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^^HEN  Lord  and  Lady  Tweedsmuir,  Vice- 
roy and  Vincereine  of  Canada,  occupied 
the  “royal  box”  at  the  Stanley  to  witness 
a performance,  “Paolo  and  Francisca,”  put 
on  by  the  Little  Theatre  players,  they 
made  history  for  the  theatre  and  added 
another  feather  to  Amy  Scrivens’  cap.  It 
was  a splendid  piece  of  showmanship  and 
done  in  such  a quiet,  dignified  way  as  to 
win  the  applause  of  the  most  critical  and 
conservative. 

Bob  McEwan,  Star  Theatre,  and  Harry 
Heard,  Theatre  Equijrmsnt  & Supply  Co., 
are  back  from  their  golf  adventure  at  Vic- 
toria, but  when  queried  regarding  what 
happened  there,  cryptically  reply,  “we  had 
a lot  of  fun.”  So  what? 

Maynard  Joiner  has  had  a busy,  happy 
time  at  the  Capitol  with  the  presenta- 
tion of  “The  Mikado”  which  has  been 
packing  the  house  and  bringing  some  of 
them  back  again  for  a second  look. 

Jim  Patterson  and  his  booker,  Ed  Teel, 
are  leaving  to  attend  the  three  day  20th 
Century-Fox  convention  in  Chicago  to  be 
held  the  end  of  this  month. 

Roy  McLeod  gave  his  Beacon  Theatre 
audience  a glimpse  into  the  past  of  mo- 
tion pictures  when  James  Stewart  Black- 
ton  presented,  in  person,  his  Souvenir 
Screen  Snapshots.  The  audience  en- 
thusiastically applauded  old  favorites. 

Dancers  and  dance  instructors  are 
anxiously  awaiting  the  appearance  of 
“Ballerina,”  which,  in  addition  to  its  ap- 
peal as  a screenplay,  shows  how  children 
are  trained  for  the  ballet.  L.  A.  Allen,  the 
B.  C.  distributor  for  GN,  could  not  give  a 
definite  date,  nor  place,  for  its  first  run. 

Norman  Duncan  not  only  gave  the 
Strand  an  Oriental  atmosphere  with  Chi- 
nese lanterns,  pictures,  and  drapes,  but 
sent  out  a S.  O.  S.  to  Chinatown  in  the 
native  tongue,  or  type.  The  occasion  is 
the  presentation  of  “King  of  Chinatown” 
with  Anna  May  Wong  as  the  leading  lady, 
her  appearance  always  draws  a large 
Chinese  audience. 

Regina  Capitol  Revamp 
Job  Scope  Broadened 

Regina,  Sask. — Remodeling  of  the  Capi- 
tol Theatre  here  by  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian, originally  estimated  at  $35,000,  will 
cost  closer  to  $50,000,  it  was  indicated 
following  the  visit  of  Frank  Kershaw, 
western  regional  manager  for  FP,  en  route 
home  to  Winnipeg  after  a holiday  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

It  was  originally  planned  to  install  air 
conditioning,  new  seats,  new  rugs  and 
drapes  and  new  toilet  facilities.  In  ad- 
dition, now,  RCA  sound  equipment  of  a 
type  new  to  Canada  will  also  be  added. 
Only  two  installations  will  be  made  in 
Canada  in  1939,  the  other  in  the  Capitol, 
Winnipeg.  A new  screen  and  possibly  new 
projection  equipment  will  also  be  pur- 
chased for  the  Regina  house.  Plans  call 
for  a remodeling  of  the  front  of  the  thea- 
tre as  well. 

The  Capitol  is  the  largest  Regina  thea- 
tre. Bill  Novak  is  manager. 

It  is  anticipated  work  will  commence 


Martimes  Blizzard 
Disrupts  Takes 

Saint  John— Winter’s  worst  blizzard,  in 
the  teeth  of  a howling  gale,  disrupted  box- 
office  receipts  temporarily  at  many  a 
Maritime  theatre  and  affected  the  the- 
atremen  themselves  in  more  ways  than 
one.  There  were  reports  of  a few  Nova 
Scotia  houses  having  to  stay  dark  for  a day 
because  the  Bay  of  Fundy  ferry  liner  was 
unable  to  dock  with  films. 

Some  outside  exhibitors  had  unfortunate 
experiences  after  the  storm  in  trying  to 
reach  Saint  John  for  the  Maritime 
championship  hockey  game  between  this 
city  and  Sydney,  N.  S.  Jack  Butler  of  the 
Imperial,  Moncton,  arrived  in  town  all 
right,  and  so  did  Fred  Gregor  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, New  Waterford,  who  was  a guest  of 
Regal’s  “Bill”  Guss  at  the  game.  But 
Earle  Nesbitt  of  the  Star,  Edmundston, 
got  here  only  after  having  two  collisions 
on  the  slippery  highways,  his  1938  Buick 
receiving  damage  to  fenders  and  other 
parts.  Between  the  repairs  and  the  snow 
blockade,  Nesbitt  had  to  stay  in  the  city 
for  several  days. 

There  has  been  much  dissatisfaction, 
incidentally,  among  Maritime  hockey  fans 
over  alleged  discrimination  in  the  sale  of 
the  best  seats  for  the  Saint  John  game 
and  over  the  reported  activity  of  “scalp- 
ers” here  and  in  Sydney,  and  in  this  city, 
at  least,  public  support  of  the  game  next 
winter  is  threatened.  As  the  game  is  a 
keen  competitor  of  the  screen,  exhibitors 
are  watching  developments  with  interest. 

“Charlie”  Staples  of  the  Queen,  St. 
Stephen,  driving  to  Saint  John  to  see  the 
final  game,  found  the  snow  such  an  ob- 
struction that  he  did  not  reach  the  city 
until  1 a.  m.,  two  hours  after  the  match 
concluded — and  then  only  by  hitching  his 
car  to  a snowplow. 

“Eddie”  Finnegan  of  the  Marina,  St.  An- 
drews, and  his  partner,  “Bill”  O’Neill, 
came  up  the  same  road  and  took  12  hours 
for  the  ordinary  IVa-hour  trip,  arriving 
at  3 a.  m. 

Meanwhile  Eric  Golding  of  Regal,  who 
was  to  see  the  game  with  the  visiting  ex- 
hibitors, sat  all  alone  in  a six-seat  box — 
in  a rink  crowded  by  thousands  of  people, 
some  of  whom  were  said  to  have  paid  $10 
and  $20  for  their  seats. 


on  June  1 if  arrangements  can  be  com- 
pleted in  time.  It  was  originally  hoped 
to  have  the  work  finished  before  the  visit 
here  of  King  George  VI  and  Queen  Eliza- 
beth on  May  25  but  this  was  found  im- 
possible. 

Some  alterations  to  the  Grand  Theatre, 
another  Famous  Players  house,  may  be 
undertaken  this  year.  Manager  Otis  Bowes 
spent  a day  consulting  with  Kershaw  on 
his  visit  here. 

Improvements  to  Saskatchewan  houses, 
due  for  a long  time  but  overlooked  in  view 
of  the  distressed  business  conditions 
through  a long  series  of  crop  failures,  are 
now  being  undertaken  in  anticipation  of 
an  improvement.  They  have  been  spurred 
in  Regina  by  the  rebuilding  of  the  Rex, 
destroyed  by  fire  last  September.  Post- 
poned several  times,  opening  date  for  the 
Rex  was  to  have  been  held  March  24. 


"T  OU”  MCKENZIE,  Vitagraph  branch 
manager  at  Saint  John,  is  home  again 
from  the  sales  convention  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, New  York,  where  he  was 
congratulated  by  his  associates  on  the 
birth  of  his  first  child— a thriving  boy 
whom  he  named  Kenneth  Ian  and  will  be 
called  “Kim”  for  short.  Friends  in  the 
other  branch  offices  all  say  the  same  thing 
about  the  enthusiastic  papa;  “He’ll  be 
wanting  to  take  the  baby  out  bowling  and 
curling  with  him  in  a couple  of  weeks.” 

A.  E.  Smith,  Regal  branch  manager  at 
Saint  John,  attended  the  M-G-M  7iational 
sales  convention  in  Chicago  . . ■ “Abe” 
presented  a chest  of  table  silver  to  Miss 
Laura  McGouey,  who  had  resigiied  as 
Regal  cashier,  at  a staff  dinner  in  the 
Admiral  Beatty  Hotel  recently,  aiid  later 
became  official  photographer  for  the 
group  with  his  high-speed  camera.  Others 
attending  mcluded  Eric  Golding,  “Bill” 
Guss.  Manuel  Corber,  Tommy  Madden, 
Misses  Helen  Selick,  Doris  Selick,  Margue- 
rite Snell,  Genevieve  Breen,  Gertrude 
Power,  and— not  to  be  forgotteii—the 
groom-to-be,  Charles  McGuire. 

R.  G.  March,  20th-Fox  branch  manager 
at  Saint  John,  planned  to  compete  with 
the  St.  Andrew’s  curlers  at  Halifax  . . . 
E.  A.  Whelpley,  RKO  branch  manager, 
was  pleased  over  word  from  Halifax  that 
“Gunga  Din”  was  held  over  to  complete  a 
week’s  run  at  the  Capitol  . . . The  same 
house  ran  a special  one-program  evening, 
as  did  the  Saint  John  Capitol,  on  “Pyg- 
malion,” with  reserved  seating  at  no  price 
increase  . . . P.  J.  (Pat)  Hogan,  Para- 
mount branch  manager  at  Saint  John,  was 
a busy  man  March  17  as  he’s  secretary  of 
St.  Patrick’s  Society  and  was  in  charge  of 
arrangements  to  bring  the  annual  banquet 
a special  Irish  broadcast. 

Atkinson  & MacKenzie,  lessees  of  the 
King’s  Theatre,  Amiapolis  Royal,  ap- 
peared before  the  town  council  there  re- 
cently to  protest  agamst  any  official  in- 
terference with  their  Thursday  evening 
Bank  Night.  The  town  had  been  approach- 
ed by  Rev.  H.  R.  Grant  of  New  Glasgow, 
represeiiting  the  Social  Service  Council, 
ivho  asked  to  have  the  cash  game  stopped. 
The  theatremen,  through  their  counsel, 
cited  legal  authorization  that  had  been 
given  to  their  policy,  and  the  town  council- 
lors decided  not  to  act  in  the  matter. 

W.  J.  Monte  Chase  showed  a film  pro- 
gram to  patients  of  the  Saint  John  Tu- 
berculosis Hospital  on  behalf  of  the 
Canadian  Legion  . . . The  Movie  Men  fin- 
ished last  in  their  bowling  league  in  Saint 
John,  and  “Bill”  Steen  refuses  to  talk 
about  it  any  more. 

Roadshow  No  Indication 
Stage  Revival  Is  On 

Regina,  Sask. — The  coming  appearance 
of  Ethel  Barrymore  in  “White  Oaks”  at 
F-P's  Capitol  here  is  no  indication  of  any 
plan  to  revive  either  stage  or  vaudeville 
presentations,  explains  Frank  Kershaw, 
western  regional  head  of  Famous-Players, 
visiting  from  Winnipeg. 

The  Barrymore  company  will  present 
the  play  April  27,  in  the  course  of  a road- 
show tour  across  Canada. 
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lOfoemeTion  BURtflu 


Readers  of  BOXOFFICE  will  find  this 
page  a ready  source  of  information  on 
products  which  have  been  filed  for  refer* 
ence  with  The  MODERN  THEATRE  IN- 
FORMATION  BUREAU. 


Information  on  the  following  items  may  be  secured  by  sending  in  the  coupon. 
Use  the  key  numbers.  K data  on  subjects  other  than  those  listed  is  wanted. 
• just  state  your  requirements.  We  will  endeavor  to  see  that  you  ore  supplied 

with  details  promptly. 


ADVERTISING 


MT481  Main  signs  and  marquees 

MT482  Signs,  Neon 

MT483  Signs,  structural  glass 

MT484  Signs,  travel  word 

MT485  Attraction  boards 

MT486  Letters,  attraction  board 

MT487  Letters,  changeable  silhouette 

MT488  Price  signs,  boxoffice 

MT489  Display  frames 

MT490  Poster  lights 

MT491  Poster  projectors 

MT492  Cut-out  machines 

MT493  Time  schedule  clocks,  electric 

MT494  Monogrammed  mats,  rubber 

MT495  Slides,  advertising 

MT496  Slides,  announcement 

MT497  Sound  truck  P.  A.  systems 

MT498  Transformers,  Neon 

MT499  Ladders,  safety 

MT500  Moving  words  projector 


AIR  CONDITIONING 


MT505  Air  conditioning  plants — com- 
plete 

MT506  Heating  systems 

MT507  Refrigeration 

MT508  Air  washers 

MT509  Blowers 

MT510  Air  circulators 

MTS  11  Fans,  exhaust 

MT512  Grilles  and  registers 

MT513  Temperature  control  devices 

MT514  Air  conditioning  accessories 

MTS  15  Motors,  multi-speed  fan 

MT516  Motors,  constant  speed 


MT517  Air  filters 

MTB18  Air  diffusers,  high  velocity 
MT519  Cooling  coils 


DECORATIONS  and  FURNISHING 


MT520  Architectural  service 

MT521  Decorating  service 

MTS 22  Seating  service 

MT523  Theatre  chairs 

MT524  Chair  covers 

MT525  Theatre  carpets 

MT526  Carpet  padding 

MT527  Rubber  matting 

MT528  Furniture,  lounge 

MT529  Wall  tiles,  interior 

MT530  Fabrics,  decorating 

MT531  Brass  railings 

MT532  Rope  railings 

MT533  Metal,  ornamental 

MT534  Mirrors 

MT635  Luminous  colors 

MT536  Ticket  booths 

MT537  Directional  signs 

MT538  Exit  boxes 

MT539  Curtain  controls 

MTS  40  Curtain  tracks 

MT541  Curtains,  fireproof 

MT542  Fountains,  drinking 

MT543  Fountains,  ornamental 

MTS  4 4 Rubber  seat  upholstery 

MT545  Rubber  floor  & wall  coverings 


UGHTING 


MT550  Fixtures,  lighting 
MT551  Colored  lamps 


MT552  Lumiline  lamps 

MT553  Candle  flame  lamps 

MT554  Floodlight  lamps 

MT555  Spotlight  lamps 

MT55  6 Sign  lamps 

MT557  Dimmers 

MT558  Ultra  violet  lighting 

MT559  Silhouette  letter  mounting  units 

MT560  Flashed  opal  glass 

MTS  61  Pot  metal  opal  glass 

MTS 62  Fuses,  indicator  type 

MTS 63  Fuses,  cartridge 

MT564  Lighting  plants,  individual 


MAINTENANCE 


MT569  Expansion  Bolts 
MT570  Chair  fastening  cement 
MT571  Chair  refinishing  materials 
MT572  Upholstering  materials 
MT573  Seat  patching  kits 
MT574  Seat  decking  materials 
MT575  Floor  surfacing  materials 
MT576  Carpet  cleaning  systems 
MT577  Floor  waxes 
MT578  Matting,  rubber 
MT579  Paint,  screen 
MT580  Paint,  plastic 
MT581  Paint,  aluminum 
MT582  Polish,  metal 
MT583  Polish,  furniture 
MT584  Fireproofing  compounds 
MT685  Fire  extinguishers 
MT586  Ladders,  safety 
MT587  Uniforms,  staff 
MT588  Screen  cleaning  tools 
MT589  Venetian  blind  cleaners 


PROJECTION 


SANITATION 


MT641  Cleaning  compounds 
MT642  Cleaners,  vacuum 
MT643  Disinfectants 
MT644  Deodorant  blocks 
MT645  Insecticides 
MT646  Disseminators 
MT647  Air  purifiers,  ozone 
MT648  Air  perfumes 
MT649  Air  sprays 
MT650  Soap  dispensers 
MT651  Soaps,  liquid 
MT652  Hand  driers,  electric 
MT653  Chewing  gum  solvents 
MT654  Rubber  link  matting 
MT655  Exhaust  fans 
MT656  Plumbing  fixtures 
MT657  Toilet  seats 


SOUND 


MT661  Sound  systems,  complete 

MT662  Sound  heads 

MT663  Amplifiers 

MT664  Pre-amplifiers 

MT665  Speakers 

MT666  Rectifiers 

MT667  Condensers 

MT668  Photo-electric  cells 

MT669  Tubes,  amplifier 

MT670  Tubes,  rectifier 

MT671  Exciter  lamps 

MT672  Baffles,  horn 

MT673  Lens  assemblies,  sound 

MT674  Public  address  systems 

MT'675  Microphones 

MT676  Microphone  stands 

MT677  Hearing  aid  systems 

MT678  Acoustical  materials 


USE  THIS  COUPON 

IF  WHAT  YOU  WANT  ISNT  USTED.  ASK  FOR  IT  BY  NAME 
UNDER  "REMARKS" 


The  MODERN  THEATRE 

Room  334  — 332  S.  hCchigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  Rl.  3-25-39 

Please  obtain  for  me  free  descriptive  literature  on  the  following 
items.  (List  Key  Numbers  Below). 


Remarks: 


Nome  

Theatre  

City  State. 


MT591  Projectors,  complete  with  sound 
MT592  Projectors,  standard 
MT593  Projectors,  semi-portable 
MT594  Projector  pedestals 
MT595  Projector  parts 
MT596  Lamps,  suprex  type 
MT597  Lamps,  reflector  arc 
MT598  Lamps,  high  intensity 
T MT599  Lamps,  incandescent  projection 
MT600  Arc  regulators 
I MT601  Arc  controls 
MT602  Control  panels 
' MT603  Rectifiers,  copper-oxide 
MT604  Rectifiers,  tube  typo 
' MT605  Bulbs,  rectifier 
. MT606  Rheostats,  projection 
MT607  Motor-generators 
1 MT608  Lenses,  projection 
MT609  Lenses,  condenser 
I MT610  Current  changers 
MT611  Mirror  reflectors 
I MT612  Carbons,  projector 
MT613  Carbon  savers 
I MT614  Reels 

MT615  Reel  alarms 
1 MT616  Rewinders,  automatic 
, MT617  Change-over  devices 
MT618  Slide  projection 
I MT619  Lamps,  spot  and  flood 
MT620  Take-ups,  film 
I MT621  Film  safety  controls 
MT622  Fire  prevention  devices 
I MT623  Fire  shutters,  porthole 
MT624  Film  scales 
I MT625  Film  scrapers 
MT626  Film  splicers 
I MT627  Film  cleaners 
MT628  Air  gun  (cleaner) 

' MT629  Tool  kits 
. MT630  Film  cabinets 

MT631  Film  cabinet  stands 
I MT632  Effect  projectors 

MT633  Rectifiers,  magnesium-copper 
I sulphide 


STAGE  EQUIPMENT 


MT685  Screens,  moving  picture 
MT686  Lighting,  stage 
MT687  Curtain  controls 
MT688  Curtain  tracks 
MT689  Stage  draperies 
MT690  Stage  rigging 
MT691  Scenery,  stage 
MT692  Footlights 
MT693  Switchboards 


STRUCTURAL  MATERIALS 


MT700  Structural  glasses 
MT701  Insulation  materials 
MT702  Acoustical  materials 
MT703  Fibre  boards 
MT704  Fronts,  glass 
MT705  Fronts,  viterous  enamel 
MT706  Fronts,  porcelain  enamel 
MT707  Fronts,  stainless  steel 
MT708  Toilet  partitions,  metal 
MT709  Flooring,  asphalt  tile 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MT715  Accounting  systems 
MT716  Change  makers 
MT717  Safes,  boxoffice 
MT718  Tickets 
MT719  Ticket  choppers 
MT720  Ticket  issuing  machines 
MT721  Ticket  registers 
MT722  Ticket  holders 
MT723  Pop  corn  machines 
MT724  Uniforms,  staff 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  SELLING  THE  PICTURE 


AIDS 


118 


BOXOFFICE 


March  25,  1939 


OPINIONS  ON  CURRENT  FEATURE  PRODUCTIONS 


?^evtewi 


BOXOFFICE  ::  March  25,  1939 


119 


^ycpLoltlp5\ 
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As  Neighbor  to 
Neighbor 

Showman  tolks  to  showman  in  this 
department,  and  they  all  profit  by 
the  interchange. 

Arranged  alphabetically  by  title, 
followed  by  company  abbreviations, 
this  service  explains  itself  without 
signs  or  symbols.  Address  communica- 
tions and  requests  for  report  blanks  to 
THE  EXHIBITOR  HAS  HIS  SAY,  BOX- 
OFFICE,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


A 

AFFAIRS  OF  ANNABEL  (RKO) 

Only  Jack  Oakie’s  name  appearing  on 
the  marquee  kept  the  show  open.  A loss. 
Played  February  17-18.  Weather:  Warm 
and  fair.  Admission:  20-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  800. — E.  A.  Patton. 
Roxy  Theatre,  Huntington,  Ark. 

ALWAYS  IN  TROUBLE  (20th-Fox) 

Just  fair.  Rather  impossible  situations, 
but  it  had  its  moments.  Played  February 
24-25.  Admission:  25-10.  County  patron- 
age. Population:  1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert, 
Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 


Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,400. 
— Wiley  Booth  jr..  Booth  Theatre,  Wolfe 
City,  Tex. 

B 

BLONDIE  (Col) 

After  having  read  so  many  favorable 
comments  on  this  one,  I was  slightly  disap- 
pointed. Even  a “buildup”  on  it  failed  to 
entice  many,  and  those  who  came  thought 
it  was  only  “fair.”  Played  February  23-24. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small 
town  patronage. — J.  Foster  Bailey,  New 
Theatre.  Coffeeville,  Miss. 

BLONDIE  (Col) 

Nice  little  program  picture  with  lots  of 
wholesome  fun.  Seemed  to  pleased  almost 
everyone  who  came.  Nice  crowd.  Played 
February  23.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
25-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
1,100.  Capacity:  250. — L.  A.  Howsley, 
Texan  Theatre,  Throckmorton,  Tex. 

BOYS  TOWN  (M-G-M) 

Wonderful  show.  We  had  the  biggest 
house  we  had  in  two  years.  Played  Febm- 
ary  25-26.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
30-20-10.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 800. — John  Nuwkoop,  Memorial 

Theatre,  Belfield,  N.  Dak. 

BROTHER  RAT  (FN) 

A real  picture.  Plenty  of  comedy.  No 


wonder  it  ran  so  long  in  New  York.  “Bing” 
well  suited.  Played  February  3-4.  Weather: 
Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  County  patron- 
age. Population:  1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert, 
Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 

c 

THE  CITADEL  (M-G-M) 

This  is  a picture  that  proved  to  be 
the  best  of  the  so-called  big  pictures 
of  the  current  season’s  offering,  without 
any  ballyhoo  or  exploitation  and  no  big 
boxoffice  names  to  draw  them  in.  They 
simply  came,  offered  their  praise,  and 
left  satisfied.  The  first  foreign-made  pic- 
ture to  receive  this  rating.  Played  Janu- 
ary 22-23.  Weather:  Clear,  cold.  Admis- 
sion: 40-15.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,950.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  Andrews, 
Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 

THE  CITADEL  (M-G-M) 

Let  local  PTA  sponsor  this  and  came  out 
alright.  A very  good  show,  but  stars  un- 
known here  and  English-made  pictures 
seldom  draw.  Played  February  16-17. 
Weather:  Fair.  Rural  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,900.  Capacity:  300. — Hiney  and 
Burris  Smith,  Imperial  Theatre,  Poca- 
hontas, Ark. 

COWBOY  AND  THE  LADY  (UA) 

Very  nice  picture  and  well  received. 
Cooper  always  a good  drawing  power  here. 


ANGELS  WITH  DIRTY  FACES  (FN) 

This  is  the  answer  to  the  small  town 
exhibitor’s  prayer.  Plenty  of  boxoffice 
“pull.”  Don’t  pass  it  up.  Played  January 
11-12.  Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  25-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  1,400.  Ca- 
pacity: 500. — R.  L.  Hall,  Aztec  Theatre, 
Van  Alstyne,  Tex. 

ARIZONA  WILDCAT  (20th-Fox) 

An  excellent  picture.  Should  have  had 
more  buildup.  Fine  for  small  towns  and 
contained  a full  quota  of  good  old  fash- 
ioned “belly  laffs.”  Carrillo  and  Withers 
made  a fine  team.  Business  slow.  Played 
February  11.  Weather:  Cold.  Admission: 
25-10.  Patronage:  Industrial,  rural. — Don 
Bullard,  Lyric  Theatre,  Sullivan,  Ind. 

ARTISTS  AND  MODELS  ABROAD  (Para) 
Few  came  to  see  it,  less  liked  the  show. 
Played  February  16-17.  Weather:  Mild. 
Admission:  25-15-10.  Small  town  patron- 
age. Population:  2,000.  Capacity:  570. — 

H.  Workman,  Shakopee  Theatre,  Shako- 
pee,  Minn. 

ARTISTS  AND  MODELS  ABROAD  (Para) 
The  lowest  grosses  in  six  months  and 
the  picture  didn’t  deserve  better.  Played 
February  12-13.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-10.  Rural  patronage.  Population: 

I, 900.  Capacity:  200. — Ruby  F.  Lee,  Cove 
Theatre,  Covington,  Ohio. 

ARTISTS  AND  MODELS  ABROAD  (Para) 
The  whole  cast  should  go  to  Paris  and 
stay  there.  The  Yacht  Club  Boys  must 
have  an  uncle  as  the  head  of  Paramount. 
Played  February  15-16.  Weather:  Snow. 
Admission:  35-25.  General  patronage. 
Population:  3,400.  Capacity:  450. — Scott 
Roberts,  Comique  Theatre,  Camden,  Me. 

ARTISTS  AND  MODELS  ABROAD  (Para) 
Only  fair  business  to  another  Jack  Ben- 
ny flop.  He  should  stay  on  the  radio 
where  patrons  like  him.  Played  February 
2-3.  Weather:  Good.  Admission:  20-10. 


clear  to  California. 


AMERICA -FIRST,  LAST- ALWAYS! 


There's  an  empire  lo  be  built  | 
down  there — Texas,  northern  | 

I 

Mexico  and  the  Southwest  — I 


* MAN  OF  CONQUEST  * 

RICHARD  DIX  • Gail  Patrick  • Joan  Fontaine 

Edward  Ellis  • Cast  ot  thousands!  • A Republic  Picture 
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Has  Ideas  for  Trade 

Idaho  Springs,  Colo. — Why  not  start  a campaign  to  induce  the  producers  to 
standardize  their  methods  oi  branch  office  procedure  and  stationery?  A uniform  size 
and  form  of  contracts,  statements,  confirmations,  designations  of  specials  and  notice 
of  availability  would  more  readily  be  comprehended,  easier  to  file  and  save  them 
huge  sums  on  printing. 

I am  now  a projectionist,  formerly  a lumberjack,  familiar  with  the  fact  that 
right  and  left  hand  saws  and  carriages  are  essential  to  economical  operation  in  a 
saw  mill.  Someone  should  grab  the  idea  and  build  right  and  left  projectors,  so 
that  the  projectionist  could  work  in  between  them.  Just  consider  the  advantages  in 
the  projection  room — and  the  extra  parts  they  could  sell. — D.  S.  ASHMAN,  Mines 
Theatre. 


(Continued  from  preceding  page) 
Played  January  29-31.  Weather;  Cold. 
Admission:  25-10.  County  patronage. 

Population:  1,000. — W.  H.  Herbert,  Hi- 
Way  Theatre,  Sheridan,  Ore. 


D 

DAWN  PATROL  (WB) 

A swell  picture.  Better  than  average 
business.  Played  January  29-30.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  25-15-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  1,400.  Capacity: 
300. — A.  T.  Mullen,  Park  Theatre,  Pelican 
Rapids,  Minn. 

DOWN  IN  ARKANSAW  (Rep) 

A fair  picture  which  played  to  excel- 
lent business.  Our  customers  all  liked  it. 
Played  February  18-20.  Weather;  Good. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. — 
Ritz  Amusements.  Park  Theatre,  North 
Vernon,  Ind. 

DUKE  OF  WEST  POINT  (UA) 

No  draw  to  this  picture,  but  rest 
assured  your  patronage  will  accept 
it  as  a very  appealing  production  with 
heart  appeal.  Play  it.  Played  February 
19-20.  Weather:  Fair.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  1,900.  Capacity:  300. — Hiney 
and  Burris  Smith,  Imperial  Theatre, 
Pocahontas,  Ark. 

F 

FIVE  OF  A KIND  (20th-Fox) 

The  women  seemed  to  like  this  show 
and  Dionne  Quints  but  no  dice  for  the  men. 
Not  a very  good  drawing  card.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-20-10.  Town  and  rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,300.  Capacity: 
300. — J.  Cullman,  Orpheum  Theatre,  Ada, 
Minn. 

FLIRTING  WITH  FATE  (M-G-M) 

Punk.  Rotten.  No  good.  Made  for  six 
year  olds.  Played  February  17-18.  Weath- 
er: Good.  Admission:  35.  Local  patron- 
age. Population:  2,800.  Capacity:  650. — 
M.  W.  Mattecheck,  Lark  Theatre,  Mc- 
Minnville, Ore. 


G 

GOLD  MINE  IN  THE  SKY  (Rep) 

Played  double  feature  Saturday  only. 
Not  Autry’s  best,  but  pleased  the  western 
fans  and  showed  to  good  business.  Play- 
ed January  21.  Weather:  Fair.  Admis- 
sion: 20-15-10.  General  patronage.  Pop- 
ulation: 63,000.— J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield 
Theatre,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

GREAT  WALTZ  (M-G-M) 

In  my  opinion  the  greatest  show  M-G-M 
has  ever  delivered.  Give  us  many  more 
of  this  type.  Played  February  7.  Weather: 
Fair.  Neighborhood  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000,000.  Capacity:  480.— Philip  L. 
Hirsh,  Spruce  Theatre,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


H 

HARD  TO  GET  (WB) 

A splendid  picture  for  all  the  family. 
Lots  of  laughs.  Charles  Winninger  nearly 
steals  the  show.  Played  March  3-4. 
Weather:  Cold  and  rainy.  Admission;  25- 
10.  County  patronage.  Population:  1,000. 
W.  H.  Herbert,  Hi-Way  Theatre,  Sheridan, 
Ore. 

HEART  OF  THE  NORTH  (FN) 

The  picture  had  wonderful  color;  the 
outdoor  scenery  was  beautiful.  The  plot  is 
timeworn,  but  the  scenery  and  the  ac- 
tion pleased  the  patrons  and  no  one  asked 
for  his  money  back.  Did  average  business. 
Played  Februai-y  26-27-28.  Population: 

I, 350.  Capacity:  200. — Elise  Morgan,  Mel- 
odian  Theatre,  Cheney,  Wash. 

HIS  EXCITING  NIGHT  (Univ) 

Satisfying  comedy  for  double  feature 
bill.  Played  Saturday  with  a western  to 
average  business.  Played  January  28. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  20-15-10. 
General  patronage.  Population;  63,000. — 

J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield  Tlreatre,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind. 


I 

IF  I WERE  KING  (Para) 

Not  a small  town  picture.  Why  don’t 
they  make  their  night  scenes  so  you  can 
see  something?  Played  February  25-26. 
Weather:  Good.  Admission;  25-10.  Rural 
patronage. — Floyd  Wolfe,  Lynch  Theatre, 
Lynch,  Neb. 


J 

JESSE  JAMES  (20th-Fox) 

Broke  all  house  records  here,  beating 
even  “Snow  White.”  Played  February  17- 
18.  Weather:  Clear.  Admission:  25-10. 
Rural  patronage.  — Stanley  Spoehr  jr.. 
State  Theatre,  Emmaus,  Pa. 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Fox) 
A weak  picture,  not  up  to  standard. 
Jane  Withers  is  ahead  of  Shirley  as  box- 
office  draw.  Played  February  26-27. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  35-15.  City 
patronage.  Population:  1,000.  Capacity: 
450. — Grobaski  Bros.,  Mazda  Theatre, 
L’Anse,  Mich. 

JUST  AROUND  THE  CORNER  (20th-Fox) 
Picture  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
usual  amount  attracted  to  this  star’s  of- 
ferings. Temple  not  quite  the  sensation 
she  used  to  be.  Played  January  29-30. 
Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  40-15.  Gen- 
eral patronage.  Population:  2,950.  Ca- 
pacity; 480. — A.  E.  Andrews,  Emporium 
Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 


K 

KENTUCKY  (20th-Fox) 

I’ll  take  another  tomorrow — excellent 


scenery  and  Brennan  should  have  the 
Oscar.  Business  above  average  for  weath- 
er and  flu  conditions.  Played  February 
26-27-28.  Weather;  Snow.  Admission: 
25-10.  Rural  patronage. — C.  W.  Rite- 
nour.  Majestic  Theatre,  Milford,  HI. 


L 

LADIES  IN  DISTRESS  (Rep) 

Good  program  picture.  Played  Febru- 
ary 22.  Weather:  Cold.  Admission:  25- 
10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
2,600.  Capacity:  300. — H.  S.  Johnson,  Pal 
Theatre,  Millen,  Ga. 

LISTEN,  DARLING  (M-G-M) 

They  liked  this.  Just  good,  clean  fam- 
ily entertainment.  Did  above  average 
mid-week  attendance  and  was  not  held 
up  on  film  rental.  Played  February  9-10. 
Weather:  Rain.  Admission:  20-15-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  63,000. — 
J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield  Theatre,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind. 

LONE  WOLF  SPY  HUNT  (Col) 

A nice  fill  in  picture  with  a goodly  por- 
tion of  suspense,  comedy  and  entertain- 
ment value.  Not  pretentious,  but  it  was 
interesting.  Not  absorbing,  but  quite  ex- 
citing in  spots.  Average  business.  Played 
February  15.  Weather:  Cloudy.  Admis- 
sion: 40-30.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 3,800.  Capacity:  800. — Tom  Mc- 
Caskey,  Williamsburg  Theatre,  Williams- 
burg, Va. 

MAD  MISS  M ANTON  (RKO) 

A trifle  screwy,  but  entertaining.  Has 
a good  drawing  card  in  Stanwyck  and 
Fonda.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population  1,500.  Capacity: 
425. — B.  Palmer,  Onargo  Theatre,  Onargo, 
111. 


M 

MARIE  ANTOINETTE  (M-G-M) 

As  a production  tops.  As  entertainment 
fair.  As  a drawing  card  punk  in  my 
neighborhood.  Played  January  8-9. 
Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  20-15-10. 

General  patronage.  Population:  63,000. — 
J.  B.  Stine,  Garfield  Theatre,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind. 

MYSTERIOUS  MR.  MOTO  (20th-Pox) 
Played  on  Bank  Night,  did  not  draw  so 
good  because  of  the  title.  Those  who  saw 
it  said  it  was  better  than  they  expected. 
Good  for  cash  night  or  duals.  Played 
February  22-23.  Weather:  Cold.  Popu- 
lation: 700.  Capacity:  400. — W.  D.  Ras- 
mussen, Crystal  Theatre,  LeRoy,  Minn. 


o 

OLD  BARN  DANCE  (Rep) 

Average  Gene  Autry.  If  it  wasn’t  for 
Burnette,  these  Autry’s  would  be  very 
ordinary.  Business  a little  above  average. 
Played  February  3-4.  Weather:  Good.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  700. — Charles  F.  Dearman, 
Fox  Theatre,  Smithville,  Tenn. 


P 

PRIDE  OF  THE  WEST  (Para) 

These  Hopalongs  are  the  best  westerns 
made,  and  while  they  do  not  draw  like  a 
year  ago  they  still  show  us  a small  profit. 
Doubled  this  with  “King  of  Alcatraz”  and 
made  a good  program  that  pleased.  Played 
February  3-4.  Weather:  Good.  Admission: 
30-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Population: 
1,700.  Capacity;  300. — S.  L.  George,  Moun- 
tain Home  Theatre,  Mountain  Home,  Ida. 
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R 

RED  RIVER  RANGE  (Rep) 

A good  western.  I can’t  see  where  Autry 
has  a thing  on  these  boys  (Three  Mes- 
quiteers)  and  they  are  doing  about  as  well 
at  the  boxoffice  as  any  of  the  other  boys. 
Played  February  3-4.  Admission:  25-10. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,750. 
Capacity:  385. — Mayme  P.  Musselman, 
Princess  Theatre,  Lincoln,  Kas. 

RICH  MAN,  POOR  GIRL  (M-G-M) 
Picked  this  up  instead  of  “Great  Waltz” 
and  glad  we  did.  A good  show.  Average 
business.  Played  February  14-15.  Weather: 
Very  Cold.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  700. — Charles  F. 
Dearman,  Fox  Theatre,  Smithville,  Tenn. 

RIDE  A CROOKED  MILE  (Para) 

Starved  to  death  at  the  boxoffice.  Fair 
picture,  but  nobody  interested  in  Rus- 
sians. Weather:  Fine.  Admission:  21-11. 
Small  town  patronage.  Population:  1,700. 
Capacity:  300. — Glen  Dalton,  Rex  Theatre, 
Yale,  Okla. 

ROOM  SERVICE  (RKO) 

Not  much  of  a show.  I hope  they  won’t 
make  pictures  any  worse.  Played  February 
2.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission:  30-20-10. 
General  patronage.  Population:  800. — 
John  Nuwkoop,  Memorial  Theatre,  Bel- 
field,  N.  Dak. 

s 

SAFETY  IN  NUMBERS  (20th-Fox) 

O.  K.  Believe  best  yet.  Business  aver- 
age. Played  February  15-16.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Rural  patronage. 
Population:  600.  Capacity:  568. — C.  E. 
Norcross,  Tower  Theatre,  Selling,  Okla. 

SHINING  HOUR  (M-G-M) 

If  this  didn’t  have  Crawford  in  it  it 
probably  would  have  done  business.  Just 
fair.  Played  February  11-12.  Weather: 
Good.  Admission:  20-10.  Neighborhood 
patronage.  Population:  200. — J.  Budjno- 
ski.  Buttonwood  Theatre,  Buttonwood,  Pa. 

SPRING  MADNESS  (M-G-M) 

Good  program  picture.  Played  on  Bar- 
gain Day.  Played  February  1.  Weather: 
Fair.  Admission:  25-10.  Small  town 
patronage.  Population:  2,500.  Capacity: 
350. — H.  S.  Johnson,  Pal  Theatre,  Millen, 
Ga. 

SON  OF  FRANKENSTEIN  (Univ) 

This  did  the  best  midweek  business  since 
“Boys  Town,”  which  proves  that  people 
will  go  out  in  spite  of  conditions  if  they 
really  want  to  see  a picture.  We  adver- 
tised it  was  not  for  those  who  frightened 
easily  or  had  weak  hearts.  Played  Febru- 
ary 23-24.  Weather:  Cold  and  Snow.  Ad- 
mission: 35-15.  Rural  patronage. — C.  V. 
Martina,  Rialto  Theatre,  Albion,  N.  Y. 

STRAIGHT,  PLACE  AND  SHOW 
(2  0th -Fox) 

A fair  picture,  but  my  patrons  think  the 
same  as  I do  about  the  Ritz  Brothers  and 
it  won’t  look  good  in  print.  Played  Feb- 
ruary 22-23.  Weather:  Fair.  Admission: 
35-10.  General  patronage.  Population: 
1 600.  Capacity:  250.— H.  S.  Coulter,  Rio 
Theatre,  Meeker,  Colo. 

SUEZ  (20th-Pox) 

This  may  be  a super  production,  I paid 
a super  price  and  took  a beating  at  the 
boxoffice.  Small  towns  do  not  go  for 
this  type  of  picture.  Some  said  they  liked 
it,  others  were  bored.  Played  February 
17-19.  Weather:  Good.  Population:  700. 
Capacity:  400. — W.  D.  Rasmussen,  Crys- 
tal Theatre,  Le  Roy,  Minn. 

SUBMARINE  PATROL  (20th-Pox) 

Another  good  picture  from  the  com- 


pany that  is  out  after  the  laurels  of 
M-G-M.  Does  good  at  the  boxoffice.  Ad- 
mission: 25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  1,500.  Capacity:  425. — B. 

Palmer,  Onargo  Theatre,  Onargo,  111. 

SWEETHEARTS  (M-G-M) 

With  the  exception  of  “Marie  Antoi- 
nette,” this  gave  us  the  lowest  Sunday- 
Monday  gross  we  ever  had.  Population: 

I, 100.  Capacity:  300. — E.  C.  Arehart, 
Strand  Theatre,  Milford,  la. 

T 

THERE  GOES  MY  HEART  (UA) 

Audience  reaction  varied  from  very 
good  to  terrible.  Light  comedy  with  lots 
of  laughs.  Business  just  fair.  Played 
February  15-16.  Weather:  Icy.  Admission: 
25-15-10.  Small  town  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,000.  Capacity:  570. — H.  Workman, 
Shakopee  Theatre,  Shakopee,  Minn. 

THERE’S  THAT  WOMAN  AGAIN  (Col) 
Nowhere  near  the  show  “There’s  Al- 
ways a Woman.”  Miss  Bruce  can’t  come 
up  to  Joan  Blondell  for  this  kind  of  a 
feature.  Did  not  please  the  few  that  came. 
Admission:  25-10.  Small  town  patronage. 
Population:  700.  Capacity:  350. — Warren 

J.  Gavin,  Rio  Theatre,  Stevensville,  Mont. 

TOO  HOT  TO  HANDLE  (M-G-M) 

Nothing  missing  in  this  one.  Go  after  it, 
we  struck  a bad  storm.  Played  February 
17-19.  Weather:  Snow.  Rural  patronage. — 
T.  Tomter,  Grand  Theatre,  Highmore,  S. 
Dak. 


V 

VALLEY  OF  THE  GIANTS  (WB) 

A special  that  drew  extra  business. 


Played  February  9-10.  Weather:  Fair.  Ad- 
mission: 35-15.  City  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 1,000.  Capacity:  450. — Grobaski 
Bros.,  Mazda  Theatre,  L’Anse,  Mich. 


w 

WHILE  NEW  YORK  SLEEPS  (20th-Fox) 
Nothing  to  write  home  about,  and  did 
not  register.  My  judgment  happened  to  be 
very  poor  and  nearly  a washout.  John 
Public  simply  knows  his  stuff.  Played 
February  10-11.  Weather:  Crisp.  Admis- 
sion: 40-15.  General  patronage.  Popula- 
tion: 2,950.  Capacity:  480. — A.  E.  An- 
drews, Emporium  Theatre,  Emporium,  Pa. 


Y 

YOUNG  DR.  KILDARE  (M-G-M) 

Not  much  for  romance,  but  strong  for 
entertainment.  Lew  Ayres  does  fine  and 
Lionel  Barrymore  is  always  tops.  Played 
January  20-21.  Weather:  Good.  Admis- 
sion: 25-20-10.  Small  town  and  rural 
patronage.  Population:  1,600.  Capacity: 
300. — F.  D.  Morris,  Meade  Theatre,  Meade, 
Kas. 


z 

ZAZA  (Para) 

Played  this  on  a Sunday,  and  was  oh 
so  sorry.  Too  bad  two  accomplished  actors 
must  sink  or  swim  with  a production  like 
this.  Pleased  a very  few  women.  Played 
February  5-6.  Weather:  Cold.  Admission: 
26-10.  Rural  and  small  town  patronage. 
Population:  8,000.  Capacity:  500.  — Miss 
Jean  Nott.  Sutherland  Theatre,  Suther- 
land, la. 
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Genuine  Old  Stagecoach 
Secured  lor  UA  Film 

Cleveland — Milton  Harris,  publicity  di- 
rector for  Loew’s  Cleveland  theatres, 
scoured  the  town  in  vain  for  a genuine 
old  stage  coach  to  use  in  exploiting 
“Stagecoach”  at  Loew’s  State  with  a pre- 
view performance  one  week  in  advance 
of  the  regular  booking.  Not  stiunped, 
Harris  got  in  touch  with  Henry  Henscn 
of  the  United  Press  in  Ohio  who  agreed 
to  broadcast  the  search  in  26  UP  news- 
papers. To  date  Harris  has  one  re- 
sponse. It  comes  from  Joshua  Lyrick, 
79,  of  Ashtabula.  Lyrick  says  his  coach 
belonged  to  his  grandfather  and  was 
used  to  bring  the  family  west  to  Ash- 
tabula. He  wUl  drive  it  into  Cleveland 
for  the  opening  of  “Stagecoach.” 


Hawaiian  Lobby  Show 
Pulls  lor  "Honolulu" 

Omaha  — Lobby  entertainment  by  an 
Hawaiian  string  trio  and  two  hula  dancers 
pulled  the  public  into  the  Orpheum  lobby 
here  to  pep  up  interest  in  “Honolulu.” 

The  entertainment  ran  several  days  be- 
fore the  opening  and  through  the  week. 


Magazine  Pushes 
"The  Castles" 


New  York — Capitalizing  on  the  interest 
in  “The  Story  of  Vernon  and  Irene  Castle,” 
forthcoming  Astaire-Rogers,  Screen  Ro- 
mances magazine,  featuring  the  exclusive 
fictionization  of  the  film,  has  prepared  a 
special  campaign  for  the  May  issue  on  sale 
the  first  week  of  April. 

Timed  with  the  release  of  the  film,  10,- 
000  cards  in  black  and  green  on  white  col- 
ors, will  go  on  display  during  April  on 
leading  railway  cars,  trolleys  and  buses 
in  key  cities.  Twenty-five  hundred  truck 
posters,  29x46  inches,  will  be  displayed  on 
all  American  News  Co.  trucks. 


Prizes  lor  Displays 

New  York — The  Ward  Baking  Co.  is  of- 
fering $200  in  prizes  to  exhibitors  east  of 
the  Mississippi  for  the  best  displays  on 
“The  Adventures  of  Jane  Arden.”  Thea- 
tre managers  will  be  required  to  use  Ward’s 
display  material  supplied  gratis  and  tying 
in  with  the  company’s  radio  show. 


Helps  Competitor 


Cleveland  — Paraphrasing  the  well- 
known  story  about  the  dog,  when  one  ex- 
hibitor out-smarts  his  competitor,  that’s 
just  routine  business.  But  when  one  ex- 
hibitor goes  to  bat  to  help  his  competitor — 
well,  that’s  a story. 

Washington’s  Birthday  was.  one  of  the 
coldest  days  of  the  winter.  In  spite  of 
the  strong  blasts  from  the  north,  a long 
boxoffice  line  formed  in  front  of  the  RKO 
Palace  Theatre  long  before  the  hour  for 
the  opening  of  the  theatre  to  buy  ad- 
mission to  see  the  Folies  Bergere  stage- 
show,  whose  next  stop  was  advertised 
to  be  the  San  Francisco  Fair. 

Two  doors  west  of  the  RKO  Palace  is 
Loew’s  State  Theatre.  Everett  Stein- 
buck,  manager  of  the  State,  saw  the 
shivering  crowds  which  extended  from 
the  Palace  to  his  theatre  entrance,  took 
pity  on  them  and  opened  his  lobby  with 
an  invitation  for  the  people  to  come  in 
and  keep  warm  until  the  Palace  opened. 

Like  all  good  deeds,  this  proved  a boom- 
erang. Many  who  accepted  Mr.  Stein- 
buck’s  invitation  to  get  temporary  relief, 
decided  to  stay  on  and  see  the  State  show. 
All  of  which  points  an  obvious  moral. 


"Gentlemen,  this  twentyJirst  day  ol  April  will 
some  day  go  down  in  history,  either  as  the  begin- 
ning — or  the  end  — oi  Texas  Independence  I give 
you  one  thought  to  take  with  you  across  the 
open  spaces  and  into  the  camp  ol  Santa  Ana  — 
Remember  the  Alamo!"  . I 


AMERICA  - FIRST,  LAST-  ALWAYS! 


* MAN  OF  CONQUEST  * 

RICHARD  DIX  * Gail  Patrick  • loan  Fontaine 

Edward  Ellis  • Cast  of  thousands!  • A Republic  Picture 


All  lor  "Love  Allair" 

New  York — A handsome  12-page  sales 
promotion  book,  9x12  in  offset  printing, 
covering  the  highlights  of  “Love  Affair,” 
has  been  forwarded  to  exhibitors,  circuit 
officials  and  house  managers  by  RKO. 
The  booklet  has  a laminated  cover  with  a 
die-cut  porthole  through  which  may  be 
seen  a reproduced  portrait  still  of  Irene 
Dunne. 


GIVE  THE  MEN 
WHAT  THEY  WANT 

TO  BRING  THEM  IN! 

-^Millions  of  men  want  to  own  an 
electric  dry  shaver  but  won't  buy 
one.  NOW  you  can  give  them  a 
truly  fine  shaver  . . . GUARAN- 
TEED TWO  YEARS  ...  For  just  a 
few  attendances.  One  theatre 
seating  800  is  using  1350 
shavers.  All  promotional  mater- 
ial furnished  free,  you  buy  only 
the  shaver. 

STERLING  SHAVER  CORP. 

1250  W.  VAN  BUREN  ST. 

MONROE  4472  • CHICAGO,  ILL. 

PREMIUM  DISTRIBUTORS 
Get  in  Touch  With  Usl 
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Alphabetical  Index  TO  THE 


This  Index  is  designed  as  a time  saving  guide  lor  exhibitors 
know  the  title  oi  a feature,  but  do  not  recall  the  producer  or  dis- 
tributor. All  features  listed  here  appear  in  the  BOOKING  CHART 
in  release  week  squares  alongside  the  proper  company  head- 
ings. The  date  following  title  is  issue  of  review.  Number  at  end 
of  line  is  production  number. 


A 


Adventure  in  the  Sahara  (Col) 

Dec.  24  9028 

Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn 

(M-G-M)  Feb.  18 923 

Adventures  of  Jane  Arden 

(\VB)  Feb.  18  321 

Almost  a Gentleman  (KKO) 

Mar.  11  920 

Ambush  (Para)  Jan.  21 3820 

Angreis  With  Dirty  Faces  (FN) 

Oct.  29  351 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour  (RKO) 

Oct.  22  908 

Arizona  Fegrion  (RKO)  Jan.  14..  982 
Arizona  Wildcat  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  12  929 

Arkansas  Traveler  (Para)  Oct.  8 . 3806 
Arrest  Bulldog-  Drummond 

(Para)  Nov.  26 3812 

Asking  for  Trouble  (GB) 8012 


B 

Back  Door  to  Heaven  (Para) . . 
Beachcomber,  The  (Para)  Dec.  3 . 3863 
Beauty  for  the  Asking  (RKO) 


Jan.  28  915 

Big  Town  Czar  (TJniv) 

Blackwell’s  Island  (FN)  Mar.  4 

Blondie  (Col)  Nov.  5 9011 

Blondle  Meets  the  Boss  (Cot) 

Mar.  4 

Boy  Slaves  (RKO)  Jan.  21 911 

Boy  Trouble  (Para)  Feb.  4 3824 

Broadway  Musketeers  (FN) 

Oct.  29  368 

Broadway  Serenade  (M-G-M) . . . 

Bronze  Buckaroo  (Sack) 

Brother  Rat  (FN)  Oct.  22 355 

Bulldog  Drummond’s  Secret 

Police  (Para)  3831 

Burn  ’Km  Up  O’Connor  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  14  919 

C 

Cafe  Society  (Para)  Feb.  11.... 3826 
California  Frontier  (Col) 

Dec.  24  8206 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  (M-G-M) . . . 
Charlie  Chan  in  Honolulu 

(20th-Fox)  Dec.  24 928 

Christmas  Carol,  A (M-G-M) 

Dec.  17  917 

Cipher  Bureau  (GN)  Oct.  29....  312 


Citadel,  The  (M-G-M)  Oct.  29..  909 


Climbing  High  (20th-Fox) 8012 

Come  On  Rangers  (Rep)  Dec.  3..  818 
Comet  Over  Broadway  (FN) 

Dec.  17  370 

Convict’s  Code  (Mono)  Feb.  18.3822 
Cowboy  and  the  Lady  (UA) 

Nov.  26  

Crashing  Through  (GN) 327 


Crime  Takes  a Holiday  (Col)  May  7 

D 


Dangerous  Fingers  (Mono) 

Dark  Victory  (..)  Mar.  11 

Dawn  Patrol  (WB)  Dec.  24 303 

Disbarred  (Para)  Jan.  14 3818 

Dodge  City  (WB) 

Down  in  Arkansaw  (Rep) 

Nov.  12  805 

Down  on  the  Farm  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  920 

Dramatic  School  (M-G-M) 

Dec.  15  91.5 

Drifting  Westward  (Mono) 

Mar.  25  3854 


Duke  of  West  Point  (CA)  Dec.  24 

E 

East  Side  of  Heaven  (Univ) .... 
Everybody’s  Baby  (20th-Fox) 


Dec.  3 935 

Exile  Express  (GN)  Feb.  18 301 

Exposed  (Univ)  Nov.  26 3032 


F 

Fast  and  Loose  (M-G-M)  Feb.  18.  924 


Family  Next  Door  (Univ) 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (Rep) 

Jan.  14  820 

Feu«l  of  the  Range  (Metropolitan) 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds  (Rep) 

Jan.  21 808 

First  Offenders  (Col)  Mar.  11... 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  (RKO) 

Feb.  4 844 

Five  of  a Kind  (20th-Fox) 

Oct.  15  919 

Fixer  Dugan  (RKO)  922 

Flight  to  Fame  (Col) 9026 

Flirting  With  Fate  (M-G-M) 


Dec.  3 914 

Flying  Irishman  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  919 

Forged  Passi>ort  (Rep)  Feb.  11..  823 
Four  Girls  in  White  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  21  921 

Frog,  The  (GB)  8011 

Frontier  Scout  (GN)  Sept.  17...  325 
Frontiers  of  ’49  (Coi)  Mar.  11... 9212 
Frontiersman  (Para)  Nov.  26.... 3856 

G 

Gambling  Ship  (Univ)  Dec.  24.. 3023 
Gang  Bullets  (Mono)  Dec.  10.... 3818 
Gangster’s  Bov  (Mono)  Nov.  12.. 3801 

G-Dog  (KKO)  923 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (Univ) 3054 

Girl  Downstairs  (M-G-M)  Dec.  31  916 
Girls  on  Probation  (FN)  Oct.  29..  369 

Going  Places  (FN)  Dec.  24 359 

Great  Man  Votes  (RKO)  Jan.  14  913 
Great  Waltz  (M-G-M)  Nov.  12..  908 

Guilty  Trails  (Univ)  3052 

Gun  Packer  (Mono)  Nov.  19 3851 

Gunga  Din  (KKO)  Jan.  28 912 

H 

Hard  to  Get  (WB)  Nov.  12 310 

Harlem  Rides  the  Range  (Sack) 
Heart  of  the  North  (FN)  Dec.  17  362 
His  Exciting  Night  (Univ) 

Dec.  10  3036 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (Rep) 

Feb.  18  842 

Homicide  Bureau  (Col)  Feb.  11.9035 

Honolulu  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4 922 

Honor  of  the  West  (Univ) 3055 

Hound  of  the  Baskervilles 

(20th-Fox)  936 

I 

I Am  a Criminal  (Mono)  Dec.  3.3812 
I’m  From  Missouri  (Para) 

Mar.  25  3830 

I Stand  Accused  (Rep)  Oct.  22..  806 
I Was  a Convict  (Rep)  Feb.  26.  824 
Ice  Follies  of  1939  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  11  925 

Idiot’s  Delight  (M-G-M)  Feb.  4.  920 
If  I Were  King  (Para)  Oct.  1...3810 
Illegal  Traffic  (Para)  Nov.  5... 3809 

In  Early  Arizona  (Col) 9211 

Inside  Story  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 . . 934 


Inspector  Hornleigh  (KKO) 945 

J 

Jesse  James  (20th-Fox)  Jan.  21..  921 
Just  Around  the  Corner  (20th- 

Fox)  Nov.  5 915 

K 

Kentucky  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  24...  923 

Kid  From  Texas  (M-G-M) 929 

King  of  Chinatown  (Para) 

Mar.  11  3827 

King  of  the  Turf  (UA)  Feb.  18 
King  of  the  Underworld  (WB) 

Jan.  14  317 


L 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (Col)  Mar.  11.9013 
I.ady  Vanishes  (WB)  Oct.  15.  . .8010 
Lady’s  From  Kentucky,  The  (Para) 


l.ast  Express  (Univ)  Oct.  22.... 3028 
I.ast  Warning  (Univ)  Dec.  10... .3027 
l,aw  of  the  Texan  (Col)  Oct.  29.8285 
Law  West  of  Tombstone  (KKO) 

Nov.  19  909 

Lawless  Valley  (RKO)  Nov.  5...  981 
I.et  Freedom  King  (M-G-M) 

Feb.  25  926 

Let  Us  Live  (Col)  Feb.  18 9007 

I.isten  Darling  (M-G-M)  Oct.  22..  904 

l.ittle  Adventuress  (Col) 9020 

I.ittle  Orphan  Annie  (Para) 

Dec.  3 3814 

I.ittle  Pal  (Mono) 3828 

Little  Princess  (20th-Fox) 

Feb.  25  932 

Little  Tough  Guys  in  Society 

(Univ)  Nov.  26 3011 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (Col) 9213 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt  (Col) 

Jan.  28  9014 

Long  Shot  (GN)  Dec.  31 313 

T.ost  Patrol  (KKO)  

Love  Affair  (RKO)  Mar.  18 916 

Lucky  Night  (M-G-M) 


M 

Mad  Miss  Manton  (KKO)  Oct.  15  906 

Made  for  Each  Other  (UA) 

Man  From  Texas  (Mono) 

Man  to  Remember  (RKO)  Oct.  8 905 
Men  With  Wings  (Para)  Oct.  29.. 3808 
Mexicali  Rose  (Rep)  843 


Midnight  (Para)  Mar.  11 3828 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Oft  (RKO) 

Sept.  10  904 

Mr.  Moto’s  l.ast  Warning 

(20th-Fox)  July  30  926 

Mr.  Moto  on  Danger  Island 

(20th-rox)  Mar.  18  937 

Mr.  Wong,  Detective  (Mono) 

Oct.  8 3804 

M.v  Son  Is  a Criminal  (Col) 

Mar.  18  9029 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (Rep) 

Mar.  11  810 

Mysterious  Miss  X (Rep)  Jan.  21  809 
Rl.vsterious  Mr.  Moto  (20th-Fox) 

June  4 912 

M.vsterious  Rider  (Para)  Sept.  24.3807 
M.vstery  of  Mr.  Wong  (Mono) 

Mar.  18  3806 

M.vstery  of  the  White  Room 

(Univ)  .3037 

Mystery  Plane  (Mono)  Mar.  4. ...3809 

N 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective  (WB)...  319 
Nanc.v  Drew,  Reporter  (FN) 

Jan.  28  372 

Nav.v  Secrets  (Mono)  Feb.  18... 3805 


Never  Say  Die  (Para)  Mar.  11.. 3832 
Newsbo.vs  Home  (Univ)  Jan.  28.  .3015 
Next  Time  I Marry  (KKO) 

Dec.  10  910 

North  of  Shanghai  (Col)  Mar.  11.9038 

o 

Off  the  Record  (WB)  Jan.  28...  314 
Oklahoma  Kid  (WB)  Mar.  18 . . . 308 

On  Trial  (WB)  Mar.  25 

One  Third  of  a Nation  (Para) 

Feb.  11  3825 

Orphans  of  the  Street  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  819 

Out  West  With  the  Hardys 

(M-G-M)  Nov.  26  913 

P 

Pacific  Liner  (RKO)  Dee.  31...  914 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  19  931 

Paris  Honeymoon  (Para) 

Dec.  24  3821 

Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With  the  Circus 

(KKO)  Nov.  26 948 

Peg  of  Old  Drury  (Tri-Nat’l) . . . 
Persons  in  Hiding  (Para)  Jan.  28.3823 

Phantom  Stage  (Univ) 3056 

Pirates  of  the  Skies  (Univ) 3033 

Prairie  Justice  (Univ) 3053 

Pride  of  the  Navy  (Rep)  Jan.  28.  822 
Prison  Without  Bars  (UA)  Feb.  25 
P.vgmalion  (M-G-M)  Dec.  11 980 

R 

Red  River  Range  (Rep) 864 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid  (20th-Fox) 
Rhythm  of  the  Saddle  (Rep) 

Nov.  26  7108 

Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (Para) 

Dee.  10  3815 

Ride  ’Em  Cowgirl  (GN)  Jan.  28.W1-2 

Rio  Grande  (Col)  9202 

Risky  Business  (Univ)  Mar.  11.. 3029 
Road  Demon  (20th-Fo.x)  Aug.  27.  918 
Romance  of  the  Redwoods  (Col) . 

Rolling  Westward  (Mono) 3863 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  (Rep) 

Mar.  25  853 

s 

St.  Louis  Blues  (Para)  Jan.  28.  .3822 
Saint  Strikes  Back  (KKO) 

Feb.  18  918 

Santa  Fe  Stampede  (Rep) 

Dec.  17  863 

Say  It  in  French  (Para)  Nov.  26.3813 
Secret  Service  of  the  Air  (WB) 

Feb.  11  320 

Secrets  of  a Nurse  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3022 

Sergeant  Madden  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  25  927 

Service  DeLuxe  (Univ)  Oct.  22.. 3013 
Shadows  Over  Shanghai  (GN) 

Sept.  17  311 

Sharpshooters  (20th-Fox)  Sept.  24  916 
Shine  On,  Harvest  Moon  (Rep)..  852 
Shining  Hour  (M-G-M)  Nov.  19..  912 
Silver  on  the  Sage  (Para)  Feb.  18  3858 

Sisters,  The  (WB)  Oct.  8 302 

Smiling  Along  (20th-Fox)  Dec.  17  933 
Smok.v  Trails  (Metropolitan)... 
Society  Smugglers  (Univ) 

Mar.  11  3024 

.Society  Lawyer  (M-G-M) 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo  (Mono) 

Jan.  14  3861 

Son  of  Frankenstein  (Univ) 

,Jan.  21  

Spirit  of  Culver  (Univ)  Mar.  4.. 


Spring  Madness  (M-G-M) 

Nov.  26  911 

Stablemates  (M-G-M)  Oct.  8....  906 


(2katt 

CURRENT  RELEASES 


Stagecoach  (UA)  Feb.  11 

Stand  Up  and  Fight  (M-G-M) 

Jan.  7 918 

Star  of  Midnight  (KKO)  reissue 
Star  Reporter  (Mono)  Feb.  25.. 3822 

Storm,  The  (Univ)  Nov.  5 3016 

Storm  Over  Bengal  (Rep)  Nov.  19  807 
Stor.v  of  Alexander  Graham  Bell 

(20th-Fox)  938 

Stor.v  of  Vernon  and  Irene 

Castle  (RKO)  838 

Strange  Case  of  Dr.  Meade  (Col) 

Oct.  29  9022 

Strange  Faces  (Univ)  Dec.  10... 3035 
Streets  of  New  York  (Mono)  ...  3802 
Submarine  Patrol  (20th-Fox) 

Nov.  5 909 

Sudden  Money  (Para)  Mar.  25 

Suez  (20th-Fox)  Oct.  22 913 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie  (Mono)  ..3862 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (GN) 345 

Sunset  Trail  (Para)  Oct.  29 3857 

Sweepstakes  Winner  (WB-FN) 
Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi  (Mono) 

reissue  3827 

Sweethearts  (M-G-M)  Dec.  24...  910 
Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (Univ) 

Dec.  17  3021 

Swing  That  Cheer  (Univ) 

Nov.  19  3026 

T 

Tail  Spin  (20th-Fox)  925 

Tarnished  Angel  (RKO)  Oct.  29.  907 
Terror  of  Tin.v  Town  (Col) 

July  30  90.50 

Texas  Stampede  (Col)  9204 

Thanks  for  Ever.vthing  (20th- 

Fox)  Dec.  10 917 

Thanks  for  the  Memory  (Para) 

Nov.  12  3811 

That  Certain  Age  (Univ)  Oct.  8.2007 


'There  Goes  My  Heart  (UA) 

Oct.  1 

There’s  That  Woman  Again 

(Col)  Dec.  17  9006 

They  Made  Her  a Spy  (KKO) 

Mar.  25  920 

'They  Made  Me  a Criminal  (WB) 

Jan.  7 307 

Three  Musketeers  (20thr-Fox) 

Feb.  11  937 

'Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up 

(Univ)  Mar.  25  

7'hundering  West  (Col)  9203 

'Titans  of  the  Deep  (GN) 326 

Tom  Sawyer,  Detective  (Para) 

l>ec.  24  3816 

'To  the  Rescue  (GN) 328 

Topper  'Takes  a Trip  (UA)  Jan.  7 
Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (WB) 

Oct.  15  318 

'Torchy  in  Chinatown  (FN) 371 

'I'ouchdown,  Army  (Para)  Oct.  1.3805 

'Tough  Kid  (Mono)  ,Jan.  14 3819 

Trade  Winds  (UA)  Dec.  31 

Trigger  Pals  (GN)  Jan.  21 Wl-13 

Trigger  Smith  (Mono) 3854 

Trouble  in  SundowTi  (RKO) 

Mar.  11  983 

12  Crowded  Hours  (KKO) 

Feb.  18  917 

U 


Undercover  Agent  (Mono)  

Up  the  River  (20th-Fox)  Nov.  12  924 

W 

Water  Rustlers  (GN)  Mar.  18..W1-1 


West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (Col) 9201 

Western  Jamboree  (Rep)  Dec.  24  841 
Where  the  Buffalo  Roam  (Mono) 

Oct.  29  3860 

While  New  York  Sleeps  (20th- 

Fox)  Oct.  22  922 

Whispering  Enemies  (Col)  Jan.  7 
Wife,  Husband  and  Friend  (20th^ 

Fox)  Feb.  18  930 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (Mono) 

Jan.  7 38.52 

Wings  of  the  Navy  (WB)  Jan.  21  309 

Winner  Take  All  (KKO) 939 

AVitliin  the  Law  (M-G-M) 

Mar.  18  938 

Woman  Doctor  (Rep)  Feb.  4.... 808 

AVomen  in  the  AA’ind  (AA’B)  Feb.  4 
AVuthering  Heights  (UA) 


Y 

Yes,  My  Darling  Daughter  (FN) 


Feb.  11  357 

Yon  Can’t  Cheat  an  Honest 

Man  (Univ)  Feb.  25  .3005 

Y'oti  Can’t  Get  Away  ATith 
Murder  (AA’B)  Jan.  28 
A'oung  Dr.  Kildare.  (M-G-M) 

Oct.  22  907 

Y’oung  in  Heart  (UA)  Nov.  12.. 

Z 

7,aza  (Para)  Jan.  7 3819 

Zenobia  (UA)  Mar.  18 
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A GUIDE  TO  ^ C U R R E N T R E L E A S E S 


Numerals  Following:  Titles  are 
Running:  Time.  Date  Is  Na- 
tional Release,  1938,  Unless 
Otherwise  Specified, 
^Indicates  short  of  the  week. 
01ndicates  color. 


Columbia 

ALL-STAR  COMEDIES 
A Star  Is  Shorn  (17) ...  .Apr.  21, ’39 
Boom  Goes  the  Groom 

(ITVs)  Mar.  24,  ’39 

Home  on  the  Rang:e  (17) Dec.  9 

Many  Sappy  Returns  (18)  ..  .Aug.  19 
Mutiny  on  the  Body 

(17)  Feb.  10, ’39 

Not  Guilty  Enough  (18) Sept.  30 

Pie  A La  Maid  (18) Dec.  23 

With  Charley  Chase. 

Sue  My  Lawyer  (17) Sept.  16 

Swing  You  Swingers 

(18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

With  Andy  Clyde. 

The  Nightshirt  Bandit  (18) ..  .Oct.  28 
The  Sap  Takes  a Sap 

(1514)  Mar.  10, ’39 

COLOR  RHAPSODIES 

Happy  Tots  (7)  Mar.  31 

HoUj-tTood  Graduation  (7)...  Aug.  26 

Kangaroo  Kid  (7)  Dee.  23 

I.ittle  Match  Girl  (re-sale) 

(814)  Dee.  16 

Little  Moth’s  Big  Flame  (7).. Nov.  3 

Midnight  Frolics  (8) Nov.  24 

Peaceful  Neighbors  (8) . .Jan.  26,  ’39 
The  Animal  Cracker  Circus 

(7)  Sept.  23 

'The  Frog  Pond  (7) Aug.  12 

The  Gorilla  Hunt  (..)..  .Feb.  24, ’39 

COLFMBIA  TOUR 
Bermuda  Isle  of  Paradise  (10)  .Nov.  4 
Big  Torni  Commuters  (9)  . Feb.  3, ’39 


Province  of  Quebec  (10) Dec.  15 

COJtMUNITY  SING 

No.  11(10)  Aug.  26 

Songs  of  Yesteryear. 

No.  12  (10)  Sept.  13 

Scotch  Songs. 

No.  7 (10)  Mar.  24, ’39 

No.  8(10)  Apr.  21, ’39 

Third  Series 

No.  1 College  Songs  (10) Oct.  1 

No.  2 South  Seas  (10) Oct.  4 

No.  3 Season’s  Idea  (11) Dec.  2 

No.  4 Girls’  Names  (..) Dec.  30 

No.  5 Friendship  Songs 

(10)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

No.  6 Moon  Songs  (10)  . . . .Feb.  24,  ’39 

KRAZY  KAT 

Golf  Chumps  ( . . ) Apr.  6,  ’39 

G.vm  Jams  (7)  Sept.  9 

Hot  Dogs  on  Ice  (7) Oct.  21 

Krazy’s  Bear  Tale  (..)..  Jan.  27,  ’39 
The  Lone  Mountie  (6) Dec.  10 

DICSIC  H.\LL  VANITIES 
(New  series) 

A Night  in  a IMusic  Hall 

(lOVs)  .Jan.  20. ’39 

A Night  at  the  Troc  (.  .) . .Mar.  2,  ’39 

SPORT  REELS 

Demons  of  the  Deep  (9) Aug.  19 

Football  Giants  (10) Sept.  28 

Get  Ready  Navy  (10) .Jan.  6, ’39 

King  Vulture  (10)  Special.  . .Dec.  23 

Navy  Champions  (10) Mar.  17 

Odd  Sports  (10)  Feb.  10 

Ski  Rhythm  (10) Nov.  4 

PICTUREGRAPH 

No.  1(..)  Jan.  15, ’39 

SCRAPPY  CARTOONS 

Early  Bird  (5)  Sept.  16 

Happy  Birthda.v  (7) Nov.  17 

Scrappy’s  Added  Attraction 

(6)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Scrappy’s  Sideshow  (..)..  Mar.  3,  ’39 

SCREEN  SNAPSHOTS  (Series  17) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  16 

No.  2(10)  Oct.  14 

No.  3(10)  Nov.  20 

No.  4(10)  Dec.  15 

No.  5(10)  .Tan.  6, ’39 

No.  6 (lOy.)  Feb.  17, ’39 

No.  7(10)  Mar.  17, ’39 

THREE  STOOGES  COMEDIES 
A Ducking  They  Did  Go 

(lOy.)  Apr.  7, ’39 

Flat  Foot  Stooges  (17) Nov.  25 

Mutts  to  You  (18) Oct.  14 

'Three  Little  Sew  and  Sews 

(16)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Violent  Is  the  Word  for  Curly 

(18)  Sept.  2 

We  IVant  Our  Mummy 

(17)  ..Feb.  24, ’39 

Yes,  We  Have  No  Bonzana 

(..)  May  19, ’39 


WASHINGTON  PARADE 
No.  1 Harry  Newman  Commen- 


tator (10)  Nov.  18 

No.  2 Inside  the  White  House 

(11)  Jan.  6, ’39 

Educational 

(Distributed  through  20th-Fox) 
TERRY-TOONS 


Eliza  Runs  Again  (..) July  29 

Mrs.  O’Leary’s  Cow  (7) July  22 


Grand  National 

CAVALCADE  OF  STUFF 
No.  1 (10)  Jan.  6 

Col.  Stoopnagle. 

No.  2(10)  Jan.  20 


M-G-M 

CRIDIE  DOESN’T  PAY 

Money  to  Loan  (21) Mar.  11, ’39 

They’re  Always  Caught  (22).. Sept.  3 
Scientific  crime  detection  unearths 
the  murderer  of  a mayor  of  a large 
city. 

Think  It  Over  (20) Sept.  24 

AVrong  Way  Out  (17) Dec.  24 

CAPTAIN  AND  THE  KIDS 
C.4RTOONS 

Burled  Treasure  (8)  Sept.  17 

Captain’s  Christmas  (8) Dec.  17 

Honduras  Hurricane  (9) Oct.  15 

Old  Smokey  (7) Sept.  3 

Petunia  National  Park  (9)... Jan.  14 
The  Pygmy  Hunt  (8) Aug.  6 

FITZPATRICK  'TRAA’ELTALKS 
In  Technicolor 

Ancient  Egrjpt  (9) Jan.  21,  ’39 

Cairo — City  of  Contrast  (9).. Sept.  10 
Glimpses  of  Australia  (..)...  Apr.  1.5 

Imperial  Delhi  (8) Feb.  18 

.Jaipur — The  Pink  City  (8)...  Oct.  29 

•Java  .Journey  (10) Alar.  18 

Aladeira — Isle  of  Romance 

(8)  Oct.  1 

Singapore  and  Jahore  (9) . . . .Dec.  31 
Sydney — Pride  of  Australia 

(9)  Dec.  3 

HISTORICAL  MYSTERIES 
fVBravest  of  the  Brave  (11)..  Aug.  6 
Tlie  Alan  on  the  Rock  (11) ..  Sept.  3 

AIINIATURES 

City  of  I.ittle  Alen  (11) Aug.  20 

Great  Heart  (11) Dee.  31 

Ice  .Antics  (9) Feb.  11 

Afiracle  of  Salt  Lake  (11) ..  .Nov.  12 

‘-'treamlined  Swing  (9) Sept.  10 

They  I.ive  Again  (10) Oct.  22 

AIUSIC.AL  COAIEDIES 

Dream  of  Love  (17) .Jan.  28 

Alen  of  Steel  (21) Dec.  17 

Kenneth  Stevens  and  Doris  Wes- 
ton in  a musical  saga  of  washing 
machines. 

Once  Over  Lightly  (19) Dec.  31 

The  story  of  two  barber  colleges 
becomes  a musical  comedy  plot  by 
a close  shave.  Johnny  Downs  and 
Dixie  Dunbar. 

AI-G-AI  CARTOONS  IN  SEPIA 


(New  Series) 

.Jitterbug  Follies  (9) Feb.  25,  ’39 

Alania’s  New  Hat  (9) Feb.  11 

Seal  Skinners  (9) ,Jan.  8,  ’39 


AA’anted  No  Alaster  (..)..  Mar.  18, ’39 
AI-G-AI  NEWS  OF  THE  DAY 

Released  twice  weekly. 

OUR  GANG  COAIEDIES 


Aladdin’s  Lantern  (10) Sept.  17 

Alfalfa’s  Aunt  (11) Jan.  7 

Duel  Personalities  (10) . .Alar.  11, ’39 

Football  Romeo  (10) Nov.  12 

Little  Ranger  (10) Aug.  6 

Alen  in  Fright  (10) Oct.  15 

Party  Fever  (10) Aug.  27 

Practical  Jokers  (9) Dec.  17 

Tiny  Troubles  (10) Feb.  18 

PASSING  PARADE  (New  Series) 

No.  1 (10)  Oct.  15 

New  Roadways  (10) .Jan.  28 

Story  of  Alfred  Noble  (11).. Feb.  18 
The  Story  of  Dr.  Jenner  (.  .)  .Alar.  11 
PETE  SAIITH  SPECIALTIES 

Double  Diving  (10) Jan.  14 

Football  Thrills  of  1937 

(10)  Sept.  10 

Grid  Rules  (10) Oct.  15 

OHeroes  at  I..eisure  (10) Feb.  11 

J JHot  on  Ice  (10) Oct.  22 


Alan’s  (greatest  Friend  (10).. Nov.  19 


Alarine  Circus  (9) Alar.  11,  ’39 

©Penny’s  Picnic  (10) Dec.  17 

ROBERT  BENCHIEY 

An  Hour  for  Lunch  (9) . .Alar.  18,  ’39 
How  to  Watch  Football  (9)... Oct.  8 

How  to  Sublet  (8) Jan.  28, ’39 

Alental  Poise  (8)  Dec.  10 

Oi>ening  Day  (9)  Nov.  12 


Paramount 

BE’TTY  BOOP  CARTOONS 

Buzzy  Boop  at  the  Concert 

(7)  Sept.  16 

Aly  Friend  the  Alonkey 

(7)  Jan.  20, ’39 

On  With  the  New  (7) Dec.  2 

Pudgy  in  Thrills  and  Chills 

(7)  Dec.  23 

Pudgy  the  Watchman  (7) . . . . Aug.  12 

Sally  Swing  (7) Oct.  14 

So  Does  an  Automobile  (7).. Alar.  31 

COLOR  CLASSICS 

All’s  Fair  at  the  Fair  (7) . . . .Aug.  26 

Always  Kickin’  (7) Jan.  27,  ’39 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Tlie  Playful  Polar  Bears  (7). Oct.  28 

COLOR  CRUISES 
(New  Series  In  Cinecolor) 

Costa  Rica  (10)  Dec.  2 

Guatemala  (10)  Aug.  12 

Land  of  Inca  Alemories  (10).. Jan.  27 

Alexico  (10)  Oct.  7 

Republic  of  Panama  (9) . . . . Alar.  24 

HEADLINER 

.\  Song  Is  Born  (10) Jan.  6, ’39 

Basse  Rhythm  (10) Oct.  7 

Henry  Bu.sse  and  His  Orchestra. 
The  Champagne  Alusic  of  the 

Lawrence  AValk  (10)  Alar.  3 

Lawrence  Walk  and  his  Orchestra. 
Hal  Kemp  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Dec.  2 

Lights!  Action!  Lucas  (11) ..  ..Sept.  2 

Clyde  Lucas  and  orchestra. 
©Aloments  of  Charm  (10) . . . . Aug.  5 
Phil  Spitalny  and  Girl  Orchestra. 
Alusic  Through  the  Years 

(11)  Feb.  3, ’.39 

Jan  Garber  and  Orchestra. 

Orrin  Tucker  and  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  4 

PARAAIOUNT  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 
PARAGR.IPHICS 

Circus  Co-Ed  (10) Alar.  10 

Alildewed  Alelodramas  (11)  ..  .Sept.  2 
Oh  Say,  Can  You  Ski?  (10).. Dee.  16 

Raising  Canines  (10) Nov.  11 

Rube  Goldberg’s  Travelgab 

(9)  Oct.  14 

Tanhaueser  (12)  Aug.  12 

That’s  Africa  (10) Feb.  10 

Unfinished  Symphony  (10)  ..  .Jan.  13 

PARAMOUNT  PICTORIAL 
No.  1(10)  Aug.  6 

Tropical  trophies:  Canyon  country; 
Aquatic  Antics. 

No.  2(10)  Sept.  2 

Wellesley  College:  Amazon  activi- 
ties; and  Paris  at  night. 

No.  3(10)  Oct.  7 

Oceanic  oddities,  mountain  sun- 
rises, elephants. 

No.  4(10)  Nov.  4 

Prospecting  for  oil.  mountain 
climbing  and  a visit  to  southeast- 
ern United  States. 

No.  5(9)  Dec.  9 

17  year  locusts,  outdoor  scenes  and 
the  hit  parade  of  yesterday. 

No.  6 (10)  Jan.  6,  ’39 

Great  Britain’s  Kenya  Coiony. 
horse  gadgets  and  a visit  with 
Stan  Shaw  and  his  Milkman’s 


Matinee. 

No.  7(10)  Feb.  3. ’.39 

The  Mexican  Charro  at  play, 
plumed  birds  and  ail  about 
accordions. 

No.  8 (10)  Alar.  3 

POPEYE  CARTOONS 

Bulldozing  the  Bull  (7) Aug.  19 

Cops  Is  Always  Right  (7)... Dec.  30 

Customers  AVanted  (7) Jan.  27 

Goonland  (8>  Oct.  21 

Leave  Well  Enough  Alone 

(7)  Apr.  28 

Alutiny  Aint  Nice  (7) Sept.  23 

POPULAR  SCIENCE 
(In  Cinecolor) 

No.  1(10)  Sept.  2 

No.  2 (11)  Nov.  4 


No.  3 (10)  Jan.  6,  '39 

No.  4 (10)  Alar.  10 

SCREEN  SONG 

Beside  a Aloonlit  Stream  (8). July  29 
Frank  Dailey  and  His  Orchestra. 

GRANTLAND  RICE  SPORT- 
LIGHTS 

Champion  Alrhoppers  (10)  . . . .Oct.  28 
Deals  with  the  fascinating  sport 
of  gliding  and  soaring  in  motorless 
planes. 

Frolicking  Frogs  (10) Dec.  23 

Hijlnks  with  trained  frogs  In- 
cluding a Jumping  contest. 

Hold  Your  Breath  (10) Feb.  17 

Depicting  a novel  underwater  track 
meet. 

Hunting  Thrills  (10) Sept.  2 

Itacing  Pigeons  (10) Sept.  30 

Story  of  the  racing  of  homing 
pigeons. 

Sporting  Test  (10)  Aug.  5 

Question  answers  in  the  field  of 
snort  supplied  by  Ted  Huslng. 

Super-Athletes  (10)  Nov.  85 

An  analysis  of  the  progress  made 
in  track  and  field  sports. 

The  Sporting  Irish  (10) Alar.  17 

Sports  in  Ireland. 

Two  Boys  and  a Dog  (10)  .Jan.  20,  ’39 
Adventures  of  two  boys  and  a 
wire  hair  terrier  on  a pack  trip 
in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

UNUSUAL  OCCUPATIONS 
(In  Color) 

No.  1 (10)  Aug.  6 

ONo.  2(10)  Oct.  7 

No.  3 (10)  Dec.  8 

No.  4(10)  Feb.  3, ’39 


RKO  Radio 

DISNEY  CARTOONS 

Brave  Little  Tailor  (9) Sept.  23 

Donald’s  Golf  Game  (8) Nov.  4 

Donald’s  Lucky  Day  (8) . .Jan.  13, ’39 

Farmyard  Symphony  (8) Oct.  14 

Ferdinand  the  Bull  (8) Nov.  25 

Goofy  and  AVilbur  (8) Alar.  17 

Alerbabies  (9)  Dec.  9 

Alickey’s  Parrot  (8) Sept.  9 

Alother  Goose  Goes  Hollywood 

(8)  Dec.  23 

Practical  Pig  ( . .) Feb.  24,  ’39 

Society  Dog  Show  (8) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Mickey  Mouse  enters  Pluto  in  the 
Society  dog  show  and  Pluto  does 
not  win. 

’Fhe  Whalers  (8) Aug.  19 

The  Ugly  Duckling  (9) Apr.  7 

EDGAR  KENNEDY  COAIEDIES 

A Clean  Sweep  (17) Dec.  2 

Beaux  and  Errors  (18) Oct.  7 

Edgar’s  father-in-law  again  starts 
all  the  mischief  as  Edgar  becomes 
the  butt  of  a practical  Joke  be- 
cause of  his  obesity. 

Clock  AVise  (16)  Mar.  24 

Father-in-law’s  grandfather  clock 
drives  Edgar  nuts  as  he  unsuccess- 
fully tries  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Alaid  to  Order  (18) Jan.  27, ’39 

Edgar  tries  to  marry  his  father- 
in-law  off  with  amusing  complica- 
tions. 

HEADLINER  COMEDIES 

Romancing  Along  (21) Dec.  36 

Phil  Harris  and  his  Orchestra. 

Sea  Alelody  (19) Oct.  21 

Ted  Flo  Rito  and  His  Orchestra 
with  Rita  Oehman  and  Muzzy  Mar- 
cellino. 

Swing  Vacation  (19) Feb.  24,  ’39 

1.EON  ERROL  COAIEDIES 

Crime  Rave  (18) Jan.  13, ’39 

Errol  entertains  bank  bandits  at 
his  home  without  knowing  it. 

Home  Boner  (20) Alar.  10, ’39 

Alajor  Difficulties  (19) Nov.  18 

Stage  Fright  (18) Sept.  23 

Leon’s  wife  cures  him  of  his  aver- 
sion to  her  being  on  the  stage. 

AIARCH  OF  TIAIE 

No.  1(20)  Sept.  2 

The  Czech-German  crisis  up-to- 
date  and  Father  Divine’s  new 
"Heaven  on  the  Hudson.’’ 

No.  2(18)  Sept.  30 

U.  S.  Fire  Fighters  and  Britain’s 
dilemma. 

No.  3 (20)  Oct.  28 

Inside  the  Maglnot  line. 

No.  4 (19)  Nov.  26 
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Uncle  Sana — The  Good  Neighbor. 

ONo.  6 (18)  Dec.  23 

The  Refugee — Today  and  Tomor- 
row. 

No.  6 (18)  Jan.  20,  ’39 

The  State  of  the  Nation. 

No.  7 (19)  Feb.  17 

Young  America  and  Mexico’s  New 
Crisis. 

No.  13  (19)  Augr.  5 

America’s  traffic  problem  and  the 
threat  to  England’s  Gibraltar. 

NU-ATLAS  BIUSICAES 

Cafe  Rendezvous  (10) Dec.  23 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Jack  Arthur,  Ar- 
mlda  and  The  Kldoodlers. 

Readin,  Ritin  and  Rhythm 

(10)  .Feb.  17,  ’39 

Samovar  Serenade  (10) Mar.  17 

Codolbon  & His  Gypsy  Orchestra, 
Moscow  Choir,  Karavaeff,  Luba 
Malina. 

Styles  and  Smiles  (10) Sept.  30 

Virginia  Verrlll,  Charles  King,  Har- 
rison & Fischer,  Marion  Daniels. 

Talent  Auction  (10) Oct.  28 

Irene  Beasley,  Five  Relllys,  Paul 
Robinson,  The  Merry  Macs,  Bobby 
Bernard. 

Tropical  Topics  (10) Jan.  20, '39 

The  Rimacs,  Rosita  Ortego,  Sisters 
Virginia. 

Under  a Gypsy  Moon  (10) ..  .Sept.  2 

Venetian  Moonlight  (11) . . . .Nov.  25 

PATHE  NEWS 

Released  twice  weekly 

PA’THE  PARADE  (’36-'37  re- 


leases) 

No.  7 (10)  Aug.  12 

Trip  through  Walt  Disney  studios 
and  expose  of  spiritualism. 

RADIO  FLASH  COMEDIES 

Hectic  Honeymoon  (17) Nov.  4 

Plumb  Crazy  (16) Feb.  3 

Pat  C.  Flick  as  a plumber  causes 
considerable  commotion  on  a job. 

SMART  SET  COMEDIES 
Hunting  ’Trouble  (16) Aug.  6 


Jed  Prouty  and  Richard  Lane  en- 
counter complications  at  home 
after  a wild  time  at  a fraternal 
order  convention. 

PATHE  SPORTSCOPE 


Bird  Dogs  (10) Nov.  4 

Blue  Grass  (10) Dec.  2 

Bow  Strings  (9)  Jan.  27,  ’39 

Archery. 

^Deep  End  (10) Oct.  7 

Top-ranking  women  diving  cham- 
pions photographed  in  action  by 
the  slow  motion  camera. 
Fisherman’s  Paradise  (9) . . .Sept.  19 
Pishing  off  Catcay  Bay,  Bahamas. 

On  the  Wing  (10) Dec. ’10 

The  hunting  of  wild  geese. 

Snow  Falls  (9)  Feb.  24 

A ski  picture  that’s  different. 

RADIO  MUSICAL  COMEDIES 
Russian  Dressing  (16) Aug.  12 


Ben  Alexander  and  band,  Elea- 
nor Hansen,  Walter  Miller. 

RAY  WHITLET  WESTERNS 
(New  Series) 

A Western  Welcome  (18) 

Cowboy  band. 

Prairie  Poppas  (18) 

Ranch  House  Romeo  (17) 

REELISMS  (New  Series) 


Air  Waves  (10) Mar.  10 

Dude  Ranch  (9)  Nov.  11 

Gold  (9)  Feb.  10 

Newsreel  (10)  Dec.  9 

Pilot  Boat  (9)  Feb.  3,  ’39 

Submarine  Circus  (10) Sept.  16 

Trans-America  (11)  Oct.  14 

Passenger  air  travel. 


20th  Century-Fox 


ADVEN’TURES  OF  A NEWS 
CAMERAMAN 

Daily  Diet  of  Danger  (10)  .Jan.  6, ’39 

Filming  Big  Thrills  (10) Sept. ’30 

Reeording  Modern  Science 

(10)  Aug.  19 

ED  THORGERSEN-SPORTS 

Athletic  Oddities  (..) Nov.  11 

Thoroughbreds  (10)  Sept.  30 

Timber  Toppers  (10) Oct.  28 

Shooting  for  Par  (10) Jan.  6 

Hunting  Dogs  ( . . ) Mar.  3,  ’39 

FASHIONS 


©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  1 

(11)  

Autumn  styles. 

©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  2 

(11)  

Winter  styles. 


Sept.  16 
.Dec.  23 


. . . . Sept.  9 

. . .Dec.  16 
. . . .Apr.  7 


©Fashion  Forecasts,  No.  3 

(..)  Mar.  31, ’39 

FOX  MOVIETONE  NEWS 
Released  twice  weekly. 

LEW  LEHR  AND  HIS  KINDER- 
GARTEN 

AVhat  Every  Boy  Should  Know 

(11)  Sept.  2 

IVhat  Every  Girl  Should  Know 

(10)  Nov.  25 

What  Every  Inventor  Should 

Know  (10)  Jan.  20, ’39 

LOWELL  THOMAS  MAGIC 
CARPET 

Isle  of  Pleasure  (11) Feb.  3,  ’39 

Land  of  Contentment  (10) ..  .Oct.  14 

Mystic  Siam  (..) Mar.  17, '39 

Vildng  Trail  (10) Feb.  17, ’39 

TERRY-TOONS 

Chris  Columbo  (7) Aug.  12 

Frozen  I’eet  ( . . ) Feb.  24 

©Gandy  Goose  in  Doomsday 

(6)  Dec.  16 

Gandy  Goose  in  G-Man 

Jitters  (..)  Mar.  10 

Gandy  Goose  in  the  Frame  Up 

(..)  Dec.  30 

Goose  Flies  High  (7) Sept.  9 

©Housewife  Herman  (7) Nov.  18 

©Nutty  Network  (..)  Mar.  24 

One  Gun  Gary  in  the  Nick 

of  Time  (..)  Jan.  27 

©String  Bean  Jack  (7) Aug.  26 

©The  Glass  Slipper  (7) Oet.  7 

’The  New  Comer  (7) Oct.  21 

©The  Owl  and  the  Pussycat 

(7)  Jan.  13,  *39 

The  Stranger  Rides  Again 

(7)  Nov.  4 

©'The  Three  Bears  (6) Feb.  10 

Village  Blacksmith  (6) Dec.  2 

Wolf’s  Side  of  the  Story 

(7)  Sept.  23 


Vitaphone 

BROADWAY  HEADLINERS 

Boarder  Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Sophomore  Swing  (19) ..  .Jan.  21, ’39 

BROADWAY  BREVITIES 

A Fat  Chance  ( . . ) Mar.  25 

Boarder  'Trouble  (20) Dec.  17 

Cleaning  Up  (..) Nov.  12 

Hats  and  Dogs  (20) Dec.  31 

Home  Cheap  Home  (..)  Mar.  18 

Projection  Room  ( . . ) Mar.  4 

Murder  With  Reservations 

(20)  Sept.  24 

Rollin’  in  Rhythm  (..) Ai)r.  15 

Soplioniore  Swing  (20) Jan.  21 

Small  Town  Idol  (20) Feb.  11 

Stardust  (22)  Dec.  10 

Simdae  Serenade  (20) Feb.  25 

'The  Knight  Is  Young  (20) . . . .Oct.  29 

'Toyland  Casino  (21) Oct.  8 

'Two  Shadows  (20) Oct.  22 

Zero  Girl  (22)  Sept.  3 

COLORTOUR  ADVENTURES 

The  Hermit  Kingdom  (10) ..  .Aug.  27 

Long  Bright  Land  (10) Sept.  26 

A trip  to  New  Zealand. 

THE  COLOR  PARADE 
(New  Series) 

China  Today  (10) Oct.  1 

Mechanix  Illustrated  No.  2 

(10)  Jan.  7, ’.39 

Meclianix  Illustrated,  No.  3 

(10)  Feb.  25 

Mechanix  Illustrated  (10)  . . . .Nov.  5 

Miracles  of  Sport  (10) Sept.  10 

Nature’s  Mimic  (10) Dec.  8 

Points  on  Pointers  (9) Jan.  28 


ytLincoln  in  the  White  House 

(21)  Feb.  11,  ’39 

Sons  of  the  Plains  (19) . .July  30,  ’38 
Mauch  Twins,  Rosella  Towns. 
Swingtime  in  the  Movies 

(20)  Jan.  7,  ’39 

Pun  on  the  Warner  lot  with  Fritz 
Feld,  Katherine  Kane,  John  Car- 
roll,  Charles  Foy  and  Jerry 
Colonna. 

SPECIALS  (New  Series)  Tech. 

Pow  Wow  (9) Oct.  1 

Immortal  Brush  (9) Nov.  19 

'The  Master’s  Touch  (10) . . . .Feb.  18 

VITAPHONE  GAY-ETIES 

There  Goes  the  Bride  (20) ..  .Aug.  27 

Fifi  D’Orsay. 

VITAPHONE  VARIETIES 
A Vaudeville  Interlude  (..).. Nov.  19 


Gadgeteers  (10)  Feb.  18 

Swing  Cat’s  Jamboree  (10) . .Aug.  6 
Louis  Prlma. 

Robbin’  Good  (10) Dec.  10 

Ski  Girl  (10) Jan.  14, ’39 

'Table  Manners  (11) Oct.  15 

The  Great  Library  Misery 

(11)  Sept.  10 


TRUE  ADVENTURES 
(By  Floyd  Gibbons) 

A Minute  From  Death  (11)...  Mar.  4 


Chained  ( . . ) Apr.  1 

Defying  Death  (12) Oct.  16 

High  Peril  (12)  Feb.  18 

Identified  (12)  Sept.  17 

'The  Human  Bomb  (12)  ..  .Jan.  7, ’39 

'Toils  of  the  Law  (12) Nov.  12 

Treacherous  Waters  (12) . . . .Dec.  10 


United  Artists 

SCENIC 

Eternal  Fire  (8)  Oet.  1 


Universal 


CARTUNE 


One  Armed  Bandit  (7) Mar.  27 

GOING  PLACES  WITH  LOAV- 
ELL  THOMAS 

No.  54(9)  Sept.  12 

No.  65  ( 9)  Oct.  3 

No.  56  ( 9)  Nov.  14 

No.  57  ( 9)  Nov.  28 

No.  59  (9)  Jan.  30, ’39 

No.  60(10)  Feb.  20, ’39 

No.  61(9)  Mar.  13 

IMENTONE  PRODUCTIONS 

Bank  Notes  (19)  Mar.  15 

Gus  Van,  Minor  & Root,  Three 
Wiles,  Barton  Quintet,  Ruth  Daye. 

Beauty  Shoppe  (19%) Sept.  28 

Buck  and  Bubbles,  Imogens  Coca, 
Marty  May,  Harrison  and  Fischer. 

Cafe  Boheme  (..) Apr.  12 

Saul  Grauman  & Co,,  Rosita  Or- 
tega, Pled  Pipers,  Luba  Malina, 
Roy  Smeck  & His  Aloha  Islanders. 

Music  and  Models  (19) Dec.  14 

Jack  Arthur,  Carolyn  Marsh,  Six 
Debonairs,  Irene  Vermillion  & Co. 
Nautical  Knights  (19) . . . . Jan.  11, ’39 
Arthur  & Morton  Harvel,  Moore  & 
Ravel,  Judy  Starr,  Stump  and 
Stumpy,  The  Khezzis. 

Patio  Serenade  (17) Nov.  16 

Tito  Coral,  Laura  Suarez,  Armlda, 
Gloria  Belmonte  and  others. 

Rhythm  Cafe  (20)  Sept.  7 

Oshins  & Lessy,  Virginia  Verrill, 
Pour  Eton  Boys,  Vic  Hyde. 

Side  Show  Fakir  (17%) Oct.  12 

OSWALD  CARTOONS 


Ghost  Town  Frolics  (7) Sept.  6 

Pixie  Land  (7) Sept.  12 

Rabbit  Hunt  (7) Oct.  17 

Sailor  Mouse  (7) Nov.  7 

The  Big  Cat  and  the  Little 

Mousie  (7)  Aug.  15 


AVALTER  LANTZ  CARTUNES 


Baby  Kittens  (7) Dec.  19 

Crack  Pot  Cruise  (7) Jan.  9, ’39 

Disobedient  Mouse  (8) Nov.  28 

Little  Blue  Blackbird  (7)... Dec.  26 

3Iagic  Beans  (..)  Feb.  13 

Tlie  Birth  of  a Toothpick 

(7)  Feb.  27 

The  Cat  and  the  Bell  (7) Oct.  3 

STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 

No.  54  (9)  Sept.  19 

No.  55  (9%)  Oct.  10 

No.  56  (9)  Nov.  21 

No.  57  (9)  Dec.  6 

No.  58(9)  Jan.  2 

No.  59(9)  Feb.  6 

No.  60(9)  Mar.  6 

No.  61  (9)  Apr.  3 

UNIVERSAL  NEAVS 


Released  twice  weekly. 


LOONEY  'TUNES  CARTOONS 

Chicken  Jitters  (7) Aijr.  1 

Daffy  Doc  (7) Nov.  26 

It’s  an  111  AVind  (7) Jan.  28 

Porky  in  Egypt  (7) Nov.  6 

Porky  in  AVackyland  (7) . . . .Sept.  24 

Porky  the  Gob  (7) Nov.  26 

Porlry  and  Daffy  (7) Aug.  6 

Porky’s  Movie  Mystery  (7).. Mar.  11 
Porky’s  Naughty  Nephew  (7). Oct.  15 

Porky’s  Tire  Trouble  (7) Feb.  18 

'Tile  Lone  Stranger  and  Porky 

(7)  Jan.  7, '39 

AAlioIly  Smoke  (7) Aug.  27 

MELODY  MASTERS 

Blue  Barron  & Orch.  (10)  .Jan.  21, ’39 
Clyde  Lucas  & Orch.  (10) . .Jan.  7,  ’39 
Cl.vde  McCoy  & Orchestra 

(..)  5Iar.  18 

Dave  Apollon  and  His  Orchestra 

(11)  Dee.  24 

Dave  Apollon  and  Orchestra 

( . . ) Apr.  8 

His  Busy  Day  (10) Aug.  20 

Clyde  McCoy  and  Orchestra. 

Happy  Felton  & Orch.  (..).. Dec.  3 
Jerry  Livingston  & Orchestra 

(10)  Feb.  4 

Jimmy  Dorsey  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Oct.  22 

Larry  Clinton  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Sept.  3 

Merle  Kendrick  and  His  Orchestra 

(10)  Nov.  12 

Ka.v  Kinney  and  His  Hawaiians 

(10)  Oct.  1 

Russ  Morgan  & Orchestra 

(11)  Feb.  25 

MERRIE  MELODIES  (In  Color) 

A Day  at  the  Zoo  (7) Mar.  11 

A Feud  There  Was  (7) Sept.  24 

Bars  and  Stripes  Forever  (7)  .Apr.  8 

Count  Me  Out  (7) Dec.  17 

Daffy  Duck  in  Hollywood  (..).Dec.  3 
Dog  Gone  Modern  (7) . . . . Jan.  14, ’39 

Goldrush  Daze  (7)  Feb.  25 

Ham-Ateur  Night  (7) . . . . Jan.  28, ’39 
Johnny  Smith  & Poker  Huntas 

(7)  Oct.  22 

Little  Pancho  Vanilla  (7) Oct.  8 

Prest-O  Change-O  (7) Mar.  25 

Robinhood  Makes  Good  (7)... Feb.  11 
The  Major  Lied  TUI  Dawn 

(7)  Aug.  13 

'The  Mice  AVill  Play  (7) Dec.  31 

The  Night  AVatchman  (7)... Nov.  19 
You’re  An  Education  (7).... Nov.  6 

©PICTORIAL  REVUES 
(Some  sequences  in  color) 

No.  12  ( . . ) Aug.  13 

Hollywood — Sculling — Furs. 
PRESENTATION  REVUES 

Up  in  Lights  (20) Aug.  13 

Pat  Rooney. 

TECHNICOLOR 

Campus  CindereUa  (19) Sept.  17 

Declaration  of  Independence 

(18)  Nov.  26 


SERIALS 


COLUMBIA 

Flying  G-Men  Jan.  28,  ’39 

15  chapters. 

Robert  Paige.  Lorna  Gray,  James 
Craig,  Richard  Fiske. 

The  Great  Adventures  of  Wild 

BUI  Hickok  June  30 

15  chapters. 

Gordon  Elliot,  Monte  Blue,  Carol 
Wayne. 

Secret  of  Treasure  Island ...  Mar.  17 
(15  episodes).  Story  of  buried 
pirate’s  treasure  on  an  adventurer’s 
Island. 

The  Spider’s  Web Oct.  22,  ’38-’39 

15  chapters.  Out  of  the  Spider 
magazine  stalks  crlmedom’s  most 
amazing  character  Impersonated 
by  Warren  Hull  who  comes  to 
grips  with  The  Octopus.  Iris 
Meredith  is  the  heart  Interest. 

REPUBLIC 

Daredevils  of  the  Red 

Circle  June  10,  ’39 

Dick  Tracy  Returns Aug.  20 

15  Chapters  — > Dick  Byrd-Lynn 
Roberts. 

Fighting  Devil  Dog.s,  The..  May  28 
12  chapters.  Lee  Powell,  Herman 
Brix,  Eleanor  Stewart,  Montagu 
Love. 

Hawk  of  the  Wilderness Dec.  3 

12  chapters.  Herman  Brix,  Jill 
Martin. 

Lone  Ranger  Rides  Again  . Feb.  25,  ’39 
15  Chapters.  Robert  Livingston, 
Jinx  Falken,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud. 

Painted  Stallion  .June  6,  ’38 

With  Ray  Corrigan  and  Hoot  Gib- 
son. The  first  chapters  runs  about 
(7)  and  the  rest  average  (19). 

UNIATERSAL 

Buck  Rogers  Apr.  11,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Larry  Crabbe,  Jackie 
Moran,  Constance  Moore,  Jack 
Mulhall. 

Flaming  Frontiers  July  6 

15  chapters,  average  about  20  min- 
utes each.  With  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  Eleanor  Hansen. 

Radio  Patrol  Oct.  4 

12  episodes  (20) — Grant  Wlthers- 
Catherine  Hughes.  The  valuable 
formula  for  flexible  steel  and  its 
possession  by  a number  of  people 
is  the  basis  for  this  one. 

Red  Barry  Oet.  18 

13  chapters  averaging  about  20 
minutes  each.  Larry  (Buster) 
Crabbe  brings  the  popular  comic 
strip  character  to  life. 

Scouts  to  the  Rescue Jan.  17,  ’39 

12  Chapters.  Jackie  Cooper,  Jack 
Mulhall,  Vondell  Darr,  Bill  Cody 
jr. 
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1 OCTOBER  8 

OCTOBER  15 

OCTOBER  22 

OCTOBER  29 

NOVEMBER  5 

NOVEMBER  12  | 

1 Melodrama  9031 

1 Crime  Takes  a Holiday' 

1 (59)  R— May  7 

1 J.  Holt-M.  Ralston 

1 Western  9301 

1 West  of  the  Santa  Fe  (57) 

1 C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 

1 R — Dec.  24 

[12]  Action  Drama  9036 
Flight  to  Fame  (57) 
Charles  Farrell 

Jacqueline  Wells 

|24|  Action  Drama  9030 
Little  Adventuress  (62) 
(For.  Thoroughbred) 

E.  Fellowes-J.  Wells 
^ Western  8385 

Law  of  the  Texan  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Oct.  29 

[2]  Western  9311 

In  Early  Arizona  (58) 

Bill  Elliott 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

' 

^ Drama  311 

Shadows  Over  Shangrhai 

(66) 

James  Dunn 

Glenda  Gray 

R — Sept.  17 

[21]  Western  335 

Frontier  Scout  (62) 

Geo.  Houston 

R — Sept.  17 

g Adventure  336 

Titans  of  the  Deep  (47) 
Dr.  Wm.  Beebe 

Melodrama  313 

Cipher  Bureau  (70) 
Ames-Woodbury 

R — Oct.  29 

1 [Y]  Comedy  Drama  906 

1 Stablemates  ($9) 

1 Wallace  Beery 

1 Mickey  Rooney 

1 R— Oct.  8 

[iJ]  Comedy  Drama  907 
Young  Dr.  Kildare  (81) 
Lew  Ayres 

Lionel  Barrymore 

R— Oct.  22 

^ Com.  with  Music  904 
Listen,  Darling  (75) 

Judy  Garland 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Oct.  22 

1^  Drama  909 

OThe  Citadel  (112) 
Robert  Donat 

Rosalind  Russell 

R — Oct.  29 

[T|  Musical  Drama  908 
Great  Waltz  (104) 

Luise  Rainer 

Fernand  Gravet 

R — Nov.  12 

p^  Comedy  Drama  911 

Spring  Madness  (67) 

Lew  Ayres 

Maureen  O’Sullivan 

R — Nov.  26 

1 Melodrama  3804 

1 3Ir.  Wongr,  Detective  (69) 

1 Boris  Karloff 

1 Evelyn  Brent 

1 R — Oct.  8 

[lo]  Musical  Reissue 

Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi 
(65) 

Betty  Grable 

Larry  Crabbe 

1^  Western  3860 

IVhere  Buffalo  Roam  (62) 
Tex  Ritter  R — Oct.  29 

Drama  3801 

Gangster’s  Boy  (80) 

Jackie  Cooper 

Lucy  Gilman 

R — Nov.  12 

1 [t]  Action  Drama  3805 

1 Touchdown,  Army  (71) 

1 J.  Howard-M.  Carlisle 

1 R— Oct.  1 

Comedy  Drama  3806 

Arkansas  Traveler  (85) 
Bob  Burns-Fay  Bainter 

R — Oct.  8 

Western  3807 

Mysterious  Rider  (73) 
Douglas  Dumbrille 

Sidney  Toler 

R— Sept.  24 

|28l  Drama  (Speo.Rel.)  3808 
©Men  lYith  Wings  (105) 
Fred  MacMurray 

Ray  Milland 

R — Oct.  29 

(T|  Melodrama  3809 

Illegal  Traffic  (87) 

J.  Carrol  Nalsh 

Mary  Carlisle 

R — Nov.  6 

[n]  Historical  Drama  3810 

If  I Were  King  (101) 
Ronald  Colman 

Frances  Dee 

R — Oct.  1 

1 Hillbilly  Musical  805 

1 Down  in  Arkansaw  (66) 

1 Ralph  Byrd-June  Storey 

1 R — Nov.  12 

^ Melodrama  806 

I Stand  Accnsed  (61) 

Robt.  Cummings-H.  Mack 
R— Oct.  22 

[sl  Western  7108 

Rhythm  of  the  Saddle(68) 
(For.  Song  of  the  West) 
Gene  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — ^Nov.  26 

[7]  Action  Drama  807 
Storm  Over  Bengal  (65) 
Patric  Knowles 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Nov.  19 

1 Comedy  904 

Mr.  Doodle  Kicks  Off  (76) 

1 Joe  Penner-J.  Travis 

R — Sept.  10 

|j4|  Drama  905 

A Man  to  Remember  (80) 
Edward  Ellis 

Anne  Shirley 

R — Oct.  8 

|2i|  Mystery  Comedy  906 
Mad  Miss  3Ianton  (78) 
Barbara  Stanwyck 

Henry  Fonda 

R— Oct.  15 

Melodrama  907 

Tarnished  Angel  (67) 

(For.  Miracle  Racket) 

Sally  Eilers 

Lee  Bowman 

R — Oct.  29 

(n  Western  981 

Lawless  Valley  (59) 

George  O’Brien 

Kay  Sutton 

R — Nov.  5 

[il]  Comedy  908 

Annabel  Takes  a Tour 
(61) 

Jack  Oakie 

Lucille  Ball 

R — Oct.  22 

p7]  Adven.  Comedy  910 
Meet  the  Girls  (66) 

June  Lang-Lynn  Bari 

R — July  23 

[14]  Comedy  Drama  919 
Five  of  a Kind  (83) 

Dionne  Quints 

R^Oct.  15 

Melodrama  912 

Mysterious  Mr.  Moto  (62) 
Peter  Lorre 

Mary  Mag^ulre 

R — June  4 

g Historical  Drama  913 
Suez  (104) 

Tyrone  Power 

Annabella 

R — Oct.  22 

Comedy  Drama  914 
Always  in  Trouble  (70) 
Jane  Withers 

Jean  Rogers 

R — Aug.  20 

[ll]  Comedy  Drama  915 

Just  Around  the  Corner 
(71) 

Shirley  Temple 

Bert  Lahr 

R — Nov.  5 

[]7|  Comedy  Drama 

There  Goes  My  Heart 
(84) 

F.  March-V.  Bruce 

R— Oct.  1 

1^  Comedy  Drama 

Young  in  Heart  (90) 

Janet  Gaynor 

Douglas  Fairbanks  Jr. 

R — Nov.  12 

[t]  Musical  Comedy  3007 
That  Certain  Age  (95) 
Deanna  Durbin 

Jackie  Cooper 

R— Oct.  8 

Comedy  Drama  3026 
Swingr  That  Cheer  (63) 
Tom  Brown 

Andy  Devine 

R_Nov.  19 

Comedy  3013 

Service  De  Luxe  (85) 

C.  Bennett-C.  Ruggles 

R— Oct.  22 

pi]  Western  3052 

Guilty  Trails  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Melodrama  3016 

The  Storm  (78) 

Preston  Foster;  R-Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  3028 
Last  Express  (63) 

K.  Taylor-D.  Kent 

R — Oct.  8 

Action  Drama  3032 
Exposed  (63) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Otto  Kruger  R — Nov.  26 

Western  30.>3 

Prairie  Justice  (57) 

Bob  Baker-Dorothy  Fay 

(111  Comedy  3036 

His  Exciting  Night  (63) 
Chas.  Ruggles 

Ona  Munson 

R — Dec.  10 

Drama  FN368 

Broadway  Musketeers  (62) 
Margaret  Lindsay 

Marie  Wilson 

R— Oct.  29 

Drama  1VB302 

The  Sisters  (99) 

Errol  Flynn 

Bette  Davis 

R— Oct.  8 

^ Melodrama  FN369 

Girls  on  Probation  (63) 
Ronald  Reagan 

June  Bryan 

R — Oct.  29 

1^  Comedy  FN355 

Brother  Kat  (89) 

Wayne  Morris 

Priscilla  Lane 

R — Oct.  22 

Comedy  WB3I0 

Bard  to  Get  (79) 

Dick  Powell 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

R — Nov.  12 

rr^  Drama  WB319 

Nancy  Drew,  Detective 
(65) 

Bonita  Granville 

Drama  Tri-NatM 

Pejt  of  Old  Drury  (..) 
Anna  Neagle 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Melodrama  GB8010 
l.ady  Vanishes  (97) 
Margaret  Lockwood 

Paul  Lukas 

R — Oct.  16 

19Q 
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A GUIDE  TO  g/r  CURRENT  RELEASES 


NOVEMBER  19 

NOVEMBER  26 

DECEMBER  3 

DECEMBER  10 

DECEMBER  17 

DECEMBER  24  | 

[ Action  Drama  9028 

Adventure  in  the  Sahara 
(67) 

Paul  Kelly 

Lenora  Gray  R — Dec.  24 

[^  Com.  M’ drama  90!>0 
Terror  of  Tiny  Town  (63) 

R — July  20 

1^  Comedy  9011 

Blondie  (72) 

Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake  R — Nov.  6 

|~8]  Western  9303 

Kio  Grande  (57) 

Charles  Starrett 

Ann  Doran 

Western  8206 

California  Frontier  (57) 
Buck  Jones  R — Dec.  24 

Drama  9022 

Strange  Case  of  Dr, 

Meade  (66) 

(For.  Outside  the  Law) 

J.  Holt  R — Oct.  29 

^ Comedy  Mystery  9006 
There’s  That  Woman 
Again  (70) 

Meivyn  Douglas 

Virginia  Bruce 

R — Dec.  17 

[isl  Melodrama  345 

Sunset  Murder  Case  (65) 
(For.  Sunset  Strip 

Case) 

Sally  Rand 

Drama  913 

Shining:  Hour  (75) 

Joan  Crawford 

Margaret  Sullavan 

Meivyn  Douglas 

R — Nov.  19 

^ Comedy  Drama  913 

Out  West  With  the 
Hardys  (85) 

Mickey  Rooney 

Lewis  Stone 

R — Nov.  26 

1^  Comedy  914 

Flirting  With  Fate  (70) 
Joe  E.  Brown 

Leo  Carrillo 

R — Dec.  3 

[9]  Drama  915 

Dramatic  School  (78) 
Luise  Rainer 

Alan  Marshal 

Paulette  Goddard 

R — Dec.  10 

^ Drama  917 

^A  Christmas  Carol  (69) 
Reginald  Owen 

Terry  Kllburn 

R — Dec.  17 

|23|  Comedy  Drama  916 
The  Girl  Downstairs  (77) 
(For.  The  Awakening  of 
Katerina) 

Franchot  Tone 

Franciska  Gaal 

R — Dec.  31 

Western  3851 

Gun  Packer  (49) 

(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Nov.  19 

1^  Melodrama  3818 

Gang  Bullets  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robt.  Kent 

R — Dec.  10 

[Y]  Western  3861 

Song  of  the  Buckaroo 
(60) 

(For.  Little  Tenderfoot) 
Tex  Ritter 

R— Jan.  14 

[j^  Drama  3813 

I Am  a Criminal  (73) 
John  Carroll 

Kay  Linaker 

R — Dec.  3 

|2i|  Western  3852 

Wild  Horse  Canyon  (50) 
(For.  Last  Outlaw) 

Jack  Randall 

R — Jan.  7 

[ii]  Comedy  3811 

'Thanks  for  the  Memory 
(78) 

Bob  Hope-Shirley  Ross 

R — Nov.  12 

Melodrama  3813 

Arrest  Bulldog  Drum- 
mond (68) 

J.  Howard  R — Nov.  26 

1^  Comedy  3813 

Say  It  in  French  (69) 

Ray  Mllland 

O.  Bradna  R — Nov.  26 

[2]  Com.  Drama  3814 
Little  Orphan  Annie  (58) 
Ann  Gillls 

R.  Kent  R — Dec.  3 

Action  Drama  3815 
Ride  a Crooked  Mile  (70) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Frances  Farmer 

Leif  Erikson 

R — Dec.  10 

|l^  Western  3856 

Frontiersmen  ( 74  ) 

William  Boyd 

Evelyn  Venable 

R— Nov.  26 

I23]  Com.  Drama  3816 
Tom  Sawyer,  Detective 
(68) 

Donald  O’Connor 

Billy  Cook  Ri — 'Dec.  24 

[l^  Western  863 

Santa  Pe  Stampede  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 

R— Dec.  17 

1^  Western  818 

Come  On,  Rangers  (57) 
Roy  Rogers  R — Dec.  3 

[2]  Western  841 

VVestern  Jamboree  (59) 
Gene  Autry 

Smiley  Burnette 

R — Dec.  24 

|~5~|  Drama  819 

Orphans  of  the  Street 
(64) 

Tommy  Ryan 

Bob  Livingston 

R — Dec.  17 

[22!  Western  864 

Red  River  Range  (56) 
Three  Mesquiteers 
|23|  Western  852 

Shine  on  Harvest  Moon 
(57) 

Roy  Rogers-Mary  Hart 

|l^  Western  909 

Law  West  of  Tombstone 

(72) 

Harry  Carey 

Tim  Holt 

R — Nov.  19 

Comedy  Drama  948 
Peck’s  Bad  Boy  With 
the  Circus  (68) 

Tommy  Kelly 

Ann  Gillls 

R — Nov.  26 

|~^  Comedy  910 

Next  Time  I Marry  (65) 
(For.  Trailer  Romance) 
Lucille  Ball 

James  Ellison 

R — Dec.  10 

[is]  Action  Drama  916 
Sharpshooters  (64) 

Brian  Donlevy-Lynn  Bari 

R — Sept.  24 

[2^  Action  Drama  909 

Subnrarine  Patrol  (95) 
Richard  Greene 

Nancy  Kelly 

R — Nov.  5 

Action  Drama  918 
Koad  Demon  (70) 

Henry  Arthur 

Joan  Valerie 

R — Aug.  27 

[9]  Comedy  924 

Up  the  River  (75) 

Tony  Martin 

Phyllis  Brooks 

R — Nov.  12 

Comedy  Drama  920 
Down  on  the  Farm  (61) 
Jones  Family 

Jed  Prouty-S.  Deane 

R — Oct.  15 

|23|  Com.  with  Music  917 

Thanks  for  Everything 
(70) 

Adolphe  Menjou 

Arleen  Whelan 

Jack  Oakie 

R — Dec.  10 

[i^  Com.  Drama 

1 Cowboy  and  the  Lady 
(91) 

Gary  Cooper 

Merle  Oberon 

R— Nov.  26 

I22I  Action  Drama 

Trade  Winds  (94) 

Fredrlc  March 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Deo.  31 

1^  Com.  Drama  3011 
•Little  Tough  Guys  in 
Society  (70) 

Mary  Boland 

Mischa  Auer 

R — Nov.  26 

[~^  Action  Drama  3035 
Strange  Faces  (66) 
Dorothea  Kent 

Andy  Devine 

R — Dec.  10 

Action  Drama  3033 
Secrets  of  a Nurse  (69) 
Edmund  Lowe 

Helen  Mack 

R — Nov.  19 

(l6|  Musical  3021 

Swing,  Sister,  Swing  (69) 
Ken  Murray-K.  Kane 

R — Dec.  17 

|li^  Western  3054 

Ghost  Town  Riders  (54) 
Bob  Baker 

|23|  Action  Drama  3015 
Newsboys  Home  (73) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Wendy  Barrie 

R — Jan.  28 

I Com.  Drama  AVB318 
! Torchy  Gets  Her  Man  (62) 
' Glenda  Farrell 
Barton  MacDane 
R— Oct.  IB 


|26|  Action  Drama  rN351 
Angels  With.  Dirty  Faces 
(97) 

James  Cagney 
Pat  O’Brien 
R — Oct.  29 


[Y]  Drama  FN370 
Comet  Over  Broadway 
(69) 

Kay  Francls-John  Ditel 
R— Dec.  17 


[lo]  Action  Drama  FN362 
©Heart  of  the  North 
(74) 

Dick  Foran-G.  Dickson 
R — Dec.  17 


^ Action  Drama  WB303 
Dawn  Patrol  (103) 

Errol  Flynn 
Basil  Rathbone 
R — Dec.  24 


[isl  Melodrama  GB8011 
The  Frog  ( . . ) 

Noah  Beery-(3.  Taylor 


[Y]  Western  Metropolitan 
Feud  of  the  Range  ( . . ) 
Bob  Steele 


[io]  Negro  Western  Sack 
Bronze  Buckaroo  ( . . ) 
Herbert  Jeffrey 
Mantan  Moreland 
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1 DECEMBER  31 

JANUARY  7 

JANUARY  14 

JANUARY  21 

JANUARY  28 

FEBRUARY  4 )| 

^ Melodrama  9015 

Smashing:  the  Spy  Ring: 
(63) 

Ralph  Bellamy 

Fay  Wray 

R — Jan.  28 

|~^  Melodrama  9035 

Homicide  Bureau  (59) 

B.  Cabot-R.  Hayworth 

R — Feb.  11 

|l2|  Western  9203 

Thundering  West  (57) 
Chas.  Starrett 

Iris  Meredith 

H]  Western  9212 

Frontiers  of  ’49  (54) 

B.  Elliot-L.  DeAlcaniz 

R — Mar.  11 

1^  Melodrama  9014 

Lone  Wolf  Spy  Hunt 
(67) 

(For.  Lone  Wolf’s 
Daughter) 

Warren  William 

Ida  Luplno 

R — Jan.  28 

1 

[6~|  Western  WI-1 

Water  Hustlers  (54) 
Dorothy  Page;  R-Mar.  18 
Action  Drama  313 
l,ong  Shot  (69) 

Gordon  Jones 

Marsha  Hunt  R — Dec.  31 

[14]  Western  WI-13 

Trigger  Pals  (55) 

Art  Jarrett 

Lee  Powell 

A1  St.  John 

R — Jan.  21 

Drama  301 

Kxile  Kxpress  (60) 

Anna  Sten-Alan  Marshal 
R— Feb.  18 

Western  WI-2 

Ride  "Em  Cowgirl  (52) 
Dorothy  Page 

R — Jan.  28 

g Western  S27 

Crashing  Through  ( . . ) 
(Renfrew  Series) 

James  Newlll 

|3o|  Musical  Drama  910 
0©Sweethearts  (110) 

N.  Eddy-J.  MacDonald 

R — Dec.  24 

Historical  Drama  918 
Stand  Up  and  Fight  (95) 
Wallace  Beery 

Robert  Taylor 

R — Jan.  7 

[13]  Action  Drama  919 

Burn  ’Em  Up  O’Connor 
(67) 

Dennis  O’Keefe 

R — Jan.  14 

g Drama  921 

Four  Girls  In  White  (70) 

F.  Rice-A.  Marshal 

A.  Rutherford  R — Jan.  28 
g Comedy  Draiiia  920 
Idiot’s  Delight  (107) 
Norma  Shearer 

Clark  Gable  R — Feb.  4 

[3]  Com.  with  Music  922 
Houolulu  (85) 

Eleanor  Powell-Burns  & 
Allen-Robert  Young 

R — Feb.  4 

1^  Melodrama  3819 

Tough  Kid  (61) 

F.  Darro-J.  Allen 

R — Jan.  14 

[is]  Melodrama  3822 

Convict’s  Code  (63) 

Ann  Nagel 

Robert  Kent 

R — Feh.  18 

^ Western  3854 

Drifting  AVestward  (49) 
Jack  Randall 

R— Mar.  25 

[Y]  Action  Drama  3805 

Navy  Secrets  (60) 

Fay  Wray-G.  Withers 

R — Feb.  18 

[Y]  Drama  Reissue  3828 
Little  Pal  (66) 

(For.  The  Healer) 

M.  Rooney-R.  Bellamy 

|30[  Comedy  3817 

Artists  and  Models 

Abroad  (90) 

J.  Benny-Joan  Bennett 
R— Nov.  6 

[YJ  Action  Drama  3818 
Disbarred  (58) 

Otto  Kruger 

Gail  Patrick 

R — Jan.  14 

I13]  Drama  3819 

Zaza  (86) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Herbert  Marshall 

R — Jan.  7 

Melodrama  3820 

Ambush  (62) 

Gladys  Swarthout 

Lloyd  Nolan 

R — Jan.  21 

|2^  Musical  3821 

Paris  Honeymoon  (85) 

B.  Crosby-F.  Gaal 

R — Dec.  24 

Mus.  Romance  3822 

St.  Louis  Blues  (87) 

Lloyd  Nolan 

Dorothy  Lamour 

R — Jan.  28 

1^  Melodrama  820 

Federal  Man-Hunt  (64) 

R.  Livingston 

J.  Travis  R — Jan.  14 

|Y]  Action  Drama  808 
Fighting  Thoroughbreds 
(65) 

Mary  Carlisle 

Ralph  Byrd 

R — Jan.  21 

[lo|  Mystery-Comedy  809 
Mysterious  Miss  X (62) 
Mary  Hart 

Michael  Whalen 

R — Jan.  21 

|2^  Action  Drama  822 
Pride  of  the  Navy  (63) 
James  Dunn 

Rochelle  Hudson 

R — Jan.  28 

j 

[Y]  Action  Drama  911 

Pacific  Liner  (76) 

Victor  McLaglen 

Chester  Morris 

R — Dec.  31 

[1^  Comedy  913 

Great  3Ian  Votes  (70) 
John  Barrymore 

Peter  Holden 

R — Jan.  14 

^ Western  982 

Arizona  Legion  (58) 

Geo.  O'Brien 

R — Jan.  14 

Comedy  Drama  8-44 

Fisherman’s  AA’harf  (71) 
Bobby  Breen 

Leo  Carrillo 

R— Feb.  4 

Action  Drama  923 
©Kentucky  (95) 

Loretta  Young 

Richard  Greene 

R — Dec.  24 

[Y]  Action  Drama  922 
While  New  York  Sleeps 
(61) 

(For.  Inside  Story) 
Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Oct.  22 

[l^  Action  Drama  928 
Charlie  Chan  in  Hono- 
lulu (65)  R — Dec.  24 

S.  Toler-P.  Brooks 

1^  Musical  933 

Smiling  Along  (85) 

G.  Fields-M.  Maguire 

R — Dec.  17 

[27]  Outdoor  Drama  921 

0Jesse  James  (106) 

T.  Power-N.  Kelly 

H.  Fonda  R — Jan.  21 

Melodrama  926 

Mr.  Moto’s  Last  AA’arn- 

ing  (71)  R — July  30 

P.  Lorre-R.  Cortez 

[3]  Comedy  929 

Arizona  AA^ildcat  (69) 

Jane  Withers 

Leo  Carrillo  R — Nov.  12 

I29]  Drama 

Duke  of  West  Point 
(106) 

Louis  Hayward 

Joan  Fontaine 

R — Dec.  24 

|l2|  Comedy 

Topper  Takes  a Trip 
(78) 

Connie  Bennett 

Roland  Young 

R — Jan.  7 

[~^  Melodrama  3027 

Fast  Warning  (63) 

Preston  Foster 

Frances  Robinson 

R — Dec.  10 

g Horror  Drama  3004 
Son  of  Frankenstein  (94) 
Basil  Rathbone 

Boris  Karloff 

Bela  Lugosi  R — Jan.  21 
Western  3055 

Honor  of  the  West  (58) 
B.  Booker-M.  Bell 

|2o|  Action  Drama  3023 
Gambling  Ship  (60) 
Robert  Wilcox 

Helen  Mack 

R — Dec.  24 

[Y~|  Action  Drama  3033 
Pirates  of  the  Skies  (61) 
Rochelle  Hudson 

Kent  Taylor 

Com.  with  Mus.  FN3.'j9 
Going  Places  (84) 

Dick  Powell 

Anita  Louise 

R — Dec.  24 

Com.  Drama  WB307 
They  Slade  Sle  a 

Criminal  (89) 

John  Garfield 

R — Jan.  7 

1^  Com.  Drama  WB314 
Off  the  Record  (68) 

(For.  Unfit  to  Print) 

Pat  O’Brien 

Joan  Blondell 

R — Jan.  28 

Melodrama  WB317 
King  of  the  Undenvorld 

(69) 

Kay  Francis 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Jan.  14 

[Y]  Action  Drama  FN371 
Torchy  in  Chinatown  I 

(58) 

Glenda  Farrell 

Barton  MacLane 

pY|  Negro  Western  Sack 
Harlem  Rides  the  Range 
(.  ■) 

Herbert  Jeffrey 

Mantan  Moreland 

Western  Metropolitan 
Smoky  Trails  ( . . ) 

Bob  Steele 
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Sooklnq  ^hatt 

A GUIDE  TO  ^ CURRENT  RELEASES 


FEBRUARY  11 

FEBRUARY  18 

FEBRUARY  25 

MARCH  4 

MARCH  11 

MARCH  18 

fo]  Western  9204 

Texas  Stampede  (57) 

C.  Starrett-I.  Meredith 
[io]  Action  Drama  9038 
North  of  Shang-hai  (59) 

B.  Furness-J.  Craig 

R — Mar.  11 

g Action  Drama  9029 
JMy  Son  Is  a Criminal 

(59) 

Alan  Baxter 

Jacqueline  Wells 

R — Mar.  18 

1^  Drama  9007 

Let  Us  Live  (69) 

H.  Fonda-M.  O’Sullivan 

R — Feb.  18 

|~8~[  Comedy  9009 

Bloiidie  Meets  the  Boss 
(70) 

(For.  Blondie  Steps  Out) 
Penny  Singleton 

Arthur  Lake 

R — Mar.  4 

Western  9213 

Lone  Star  Pioneers  (56) 

Bill  Elliot 

Dorothy  Gulliver 

[io]  Wteatern  328 

To  the  Rescae  ( . . ) 
Renfrew  Series 

(io|  Comedy  Drama  923 
Huckleberry  Finn  (91) 

M.  Rooney-W.  Connoiiy 

R — Feb.  18 

[ii]  Comedy  924 

Fast  and  Loose  (79) 
Robert  Montgomery 
Rosalind  Russell 

R^Feb.  18 

1^  Drama  With  Music  926 
Let  Freedom  Ring*  (86) 
Nelson  Eddy 

Virginia  Bruce 

R^Feb.  25 

[U  Comedy  980 

Pygmalion  (87) 

Leslie  Howard 

Wendy  Hiller 

R — Dec.  10 

925 

Ice  Follies  of  1939  (82) 
Joan  Crawford 

Jimmy  Stewart 

Lew  Ayres 

R — Mar.  11 

[Y^  Action  Drama  928 

AVithin  the  Law  (65) 

Ruth  Hussey-Paul  Kelly 

R — Mar.  18 

[U  Western  3862 

Sundown  on  the  Prairie 
(53) 

Tex  Ritter 

jii]  Action  Drama  3822 
Star  Reporter  (62) 

W.  Hull-Marsha  Hunt 

R — Feb.  25 

[Y]  Western  3863 

IColling:  AVestward  (57) 
Tex  Ritter 

jjJ  Action  Drama  3809 
Mystery  Plane  (60) 

(Form.  Sky  Pirate) 

John  Trent  R — Mar.  4 
[8~|  Melodrama  3806 

Mystery  of  Mr.  Wong 
(67)  R— Mar.  18 

Boris  Karloff-D.  Tree 

[lo]  Action  Drama  3823 

Persons  in  Hiding:  (69) 
Lynne  Overman 

J.  Carrol  Naish 

R — Jan.  28 

lii]  Comedy  3824 

Boy  Trouble  (74) 

(For.  Two  Weeks  With 
Pay)  C.  Ruggles 

R — Feb.  4 

g Western  3857 

Sunset  Trail  (68) 

W.  Boyd  R— Oct.  29 

1^  Drama  3825 

. . . one  third  of  a nation 
(75) 

S.  Sidney-L.  Erikson 

R — Feb.  11 

]~^  Drama  3826 

Cafe  Soeiet.v  (83) 
Madeleine  Carroll 

Fred  MacMurray 

R— Feb.  11 

]lo]  Comedy  3863 

Beachcomber,  The  (89) 
Charles  Laughton 

Elsa  Lanchester 

R — Dec.  3 

]i^  Melodrama  3827 

King  of  Chinatown  (57) 
Akim  Tamiroff 

Anna  May  Wong 

R— Mar.  11 

[io]  Drama  808 

Woman  Doctor  (6  5) 

F.  Inescort  R — Feb.  4 

[io]  Western  842 

Home  on  the  Prairie  (58) 

G.  Autry-S.  Burnette 

R — Feb.  18 

[is]  Melodrama  823 

Forged  Passport  (64) 

Paul  Kelly-June  Lang 

R— Feb.  11 

Melodrama  824 

1 Was  a Convict  (62) 
Barton  MacLane 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Feb.  25 

]l3]  Western  853  I 

Rough  Riders  Roundup  1 

(58) 

R.  Rogers-M.  Hart  1 

R — Mar.  25  I 

[io]  Melodrama  911 

Boy  Slaxes  (71) 

(For.  Pure  in  Mind) 

Anne  Shirley 

Roger  Daniel 

R — Jan.  21 

]i^  Action  Drama  912 
4^Gunga  Din  (117) 

Doug  Fairbanks  jr. 

Joan  Fontaine-C.  Grant 

R — Feb.  4 

]i7]  Drama  Reissue 

Lost  Patrol  (73) 

Victor  McLaglen 

g Comedy  915 

Beauty  for  the  Asking 

(64) 

L.  Ball-D.  Wood 

R — Jan.  28 

]i^  Drama  Reissue 

Star  of  Midnight  (90) 

G.  Rogers-Wm.  Powell 

JjJ  Action  Drama  917 

12  Crowded  Hours  (64) 
Richard  Dix 

Lucille  Ball 

R— Feb.  18 

jio]  Melodrama  918 

The  Saint  Strikes  Back 
(64) 

Geo.  Sanders-W.  Barrie 

R — Feb.  18 

[io]  Action  Drama  925 
Tail  Spin  (83) 

Alice  Faye-C.  Bennett- 
Nancy  Kelly 

R — Feb.  4 

]i^  Rom.  Com.  Drama  927 
The  Three  Musketeers 
(72) 

Ritz  Bros. -Don  Ameche- 
Blnnie  Barnes 

R — Feb.  11 

^ Action  Drama  931 
Pardon  Our  Nerve  (68) 
Lynn  Barl-G.  Williams 

R — Nov.  19 

[sl  Comedy  930 

Wile,  Husband  and 

Friend  (75) 

Loretta  Young 

Warner  Baxter 

R — Feb.  18 

)lo]  Action  Drama  934 
Inside  Story  (61) 

Michael  Whalen 

Jean  Rogers 

R— Oct.  22 

Com.  with  Music  932  1 

0LittIe  Princess  (93)  1 

Shirley  Temple  I 

Richard  Greene  1 

R — Feb.  25  1 

[i^  Comedy  Drama 

Made  for  Fach  Other 
(85) 

Carole  Lombard 

Jimmy  Stewart 

R — Feb.  11 

jiv]  Action  Drama 

King  of  the  Turf  (87) 
Adolphe  Menjou 

Dolores  Costello 

R — Feb.  18 

[3]  Outdoor  Drama 
Stagecoach  (92) 

Claire  Trevor 

John  Wayne 

R— Feb.  11 

]l^  Drama  I 

Prison  AVlthout  Bars  1 

(79)  1 

Edna  Best  1 

Corinne  Luchaire  I 

R— Feb.  25  1 

[io]  Western  3056 

Phantom  Stagre  (57) 

Bob  Baker 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

]i^  Comedy  3005 

Vou  Can’t  Cheat  an 
Honest  Man  (76) 

W.  C.  Fields 

Bergen  and  McCarthy 

R — Feb.  25 

]24]  Drama  3024 

Society  Smugglers  (70) 
(For.  Key  Woman) 
Preston  Poster 

Irene  Hervey 

R — Mar.  11 

[3~]  Melodrama  3029 

Risky  Business  (78) 

Geo.  Murphy 

Dorothea  Kent 

R— Mar.  11 

jio]  Drama 

Spirit  of  Culver  (90) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Freddie  Bartholomew 

R — Mar.  4 

[Yt]  Melodrama  3037  1 

Mystery  of  the  AAliite  1 

Boom  (58)  1 

B.  Cabot-H.  Mack  I 

[ill  Action  Drama  WB309 
Wings  of  the  Navy  (89) 
Geo.  Brent 

Olivia  de  Havllland 

R — Jan.  21 

]i^  Com.  Drama  FN372 
Nancy  Drew,  Reporter 
(67) 

B.  Granville-J.  Lltel 

R — Jan.  28 

m Comedy  FN367 

Ves,  My  Darling  Daugh- 
ter (85) 

Priscilla  Dane 

Jeffrey  Lynn 

R — Feb.  11 

[4]  Action  Drama  A\TB320 
Secret  Service  of  the 

Air  (61) 

Ronald  Reagan 

John  Litel 

R — Feb.  11 

[n]  Outd’r  Drama  WB308 
Oklahoma  Kid  (80) 

James  Cagney 

Rosemary  Lane 

Humphrey  Bogart 

R — Mar.  18 

|l8|  Action  Drama  AVB321  I 
Adventures  of  Jane  I 

Arden  (5*8)  1 

R.  Towne  R — Feb.  18  1 

• 
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APRIL  8 
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^ Action  Drama  9033 
\Vhisi)ering:  Enemies  (63) 

J.  Holt-D.  Costello 

R — Jan.  7 

g Outdoor  Drama 

Komanee  of  the  Red- 
woods ( . . ) 

C.  Blckford-J.  Parker 

ITI  Comedy  9013 

Lady  and  the  Mob  (65) 
Fay  Bainter-Ida  Lupino- 
Lee  Bowman 

R — Mar.  11 

Drama 

First  Offenders  (61) 

Walter  Abel 

Beverly  Roberts 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Action  Drama  937 

Sergfeant  Madden  (80) 
Wallace  Beery 

Alan  Curtis 

Drama 

Society  Lawyer  ( . . ) 

V.  Bruce-Walter  Pidgeon 

[t]  Drama  'W'ith  Music  931 
Broadway  Serenade  (113) 
J.  MacDonald-L.  Ayres 

|l4]  Drama  932 

Calling  Dr.  Kildare  ( . . ) 
Lew  Ayres-Lynn  Carver 
Lionel  Barrymore 

1^  Comedy 

Luck.v  Night  ( . . ) 

Myrna  Loy-Robert  Taylor 

1^  Western  929 

Kid  From  Texas  ( . . ) 

D.  O’Keefe-F.  Rice 

g Western  3854 

Triggrer  Smith  (59) 

Jack  Randall 

[5]  Melodrama 

Inderrover  Agent  (..) 
Russell  Gleason 

Shirley  Deane 

[l^  Drama  3802 

Streets  of  Ne^v  York  (..) 
Jackie  Cooper 

Marjorie  Reynolds 

[19]  Western 

Man  From  Texas  ( . . ) 

Tex  Ritter 
[1^  Melodrama 

Dangerous  Fingers  ( . . ) 
James  Stephenson 

Betty  Lynne 

^ Comedy  Drama  3838 
Midniffht  (93) 

Claudette  Colbert 

Don  Ameche 

R' — Mar.  11 

^ Comedy  3839 

Sudden  Money  (62) 

C.  Ruggles-M.  Rambeau 

R — Mar.  25 

|j]  Western  3858 

Silver  on  the  Sage  (68) 
Wm.  Boyd  (Hopalong) 

R— Feb.  18 

[7]  Comedy  3830 

I’m  From  Missouri  (77) 
Bob  Burns-Gladys  George 

R — Mar.  25 

|14  Comedy  - Music  3832 

Xever  Say  Die  (80) 

Bob  Hope-Martha  Raye 

R — Mar.  11 

[14]  Melodrama  3831 

Bulldog  Druiiiinoiid’s 
Secret  Police  (55) 

J.  Howard-H.  Angel 

|Y[[  Drama 

Hack  Door  to  Heaven 
(.  .) 

Wallace  Ford-Aline  Mc- 
Mahon-Patricia  Ellis 

Comedy  Drama 

The  Lad.v’s  From  Ken- 
tucky ( . . ) 

Ellen  Drew-George  Raft 

^ Comedy  810 

My  Wife’s  Relatives  (65) 
Hipre-’nc  Family 

R— Mar.  11 

Western  843 

Mexicali  Rose  ( . . ) 

Roy  Rogers 

Mary  Hart 

1^  Western  983 

Trouble  in  Sundown  (57) 
Geo.  O'Brien 

R — Mar.  11 

^ Biog.  Drama  919 

Fl.ving  Irishman  (73) 
Douglas  Corrigan 

R— Mar.  11 

Drama  930 

Almost  a Gentleman  (65) 
J.  Ellison-H.  Wood 

R— Mar.  11 

[7]  Comedy  Drama  916 
Love  Affair  (87) 

Irene  Dunne-Chas.  Boyer 
R — Mar.  18 

[14]  Action  Drama  920 
Tliey  Made  Her  a Spy 
(67) 

Sally  Eilers-Allan  Lane 
R — Mar.  25 

Action  Drama  933 
Fixer  Dugan  (..) 

Lee  Tracy-Peggy  Shannon 

Melodrama  923 

G-Dog  (..)  Tim  Holt 
g Musical  838 

stor.v  of  Vernon  and 
Irene  Castle  (92) 
(Tentative  Title) 

F.  Astaire-G.  Rogers 

R — Mar.  18 

^ Comedy  Drama  935 
Kverjbod.v’s  Baby  (62) 
Jones  Family 
R — Dec.  3 


Melodrama  936 
Hound  of  the  Basker- 
villes  ( . . ) 

R.  Greene-W.  Barrie 
B.  Rathbone 


p7]  Melodrama  937 
Mr.  Moto  on  Danger 
Island  (64) 

Peter  Lorre 
Jean  Hersholt 
Amanda  Duff 
R— Mar.  18 


[14]  Drama  938 

Story  of  Alexander 
Graham  Bell  ( . . ) 

Don  Ameche-Loretta 
Young-Henry  Fonda 


Comedy  Drama  939 

M inner  Take  All  ( . . ) 


Tony  Martin-Gloria  Stuart 
Melodrama  945 
Inspector  Hornleigh  ( . . ) 


Gordon  Harker 
Miki  Hood 


1^  Outdoor  Drama 

Return  of  the  Cisco  Kid 

(..) 

Warner  Baxter 
Lynn  Bari-Henry  Hull 
j28]  Musical  8013 
Climbing  High  ( . . ) 
Jessie  Matthetv;s 


[7]  Drama 

Wuthering  Heights  ( . . ) 
Merle  Oberon 
Laurence  Olivier 


Comedy 
Zenobia  (71) 

Oliver  Hardy-Billie  Burke 
Harry  Langdon 
R — Mar.  18 


g Com.  with  Music 
Three  Smart  Girls 
Grow  Up  (83) 
Deanna  Durbin 
Nan  Grey 
R— Mar.  25 


Comedy 

Family  Next  Door  (..) 

Hugh  Herbert 
Joy  Hodges 


[7]  Comedy  With  Music 
East  Sitle  of  Heaven 
B.  Crosby-J.  Biondell 


Action  Drama 
Big  Town  Czar  ( . . ) 
Barton  MacLane 
Eve  Arden 
Ed  Sullivan 


ml  Action  Drama  FN'361 
Blackwell’s  Island  (71) 
J.  Garfield-R.  Lane 
R — Mar.  4 


[Y]  Melodrama 
On  Trial  (62) 

John  Litel 
Margaret  Lindsay 
R— Mar.  25 


Outdoor  Drama  WB 


Dodge  City  (104) 
Errol  Flynn 
Olivia  de  Havilland 


Melodrama 

Women  in  the  lVind(65) 

Kay  Francis 

Wm.  Gargan  R-Feb.  4 


g Drama 

Dark  Victory  (106) 

Bette  Davis 

George  Brent;  R-Mar.  11 


im  Action  Drama  4VB 

You  Can’t  Get  Away 
with  Murder  (78) 

H.  Bogart-G.  Page 
R — Jan.  28 
1^  Comedy 

[sweepstakes  IVinner  ( . . ) 
M.  Wilson-J.  Davis 


SELLS  AND  BUYS  EQUIPMENT.  THEATRES.  SERVICES 


Classified  Ads  10c  Per  Word,  Payable  in  Advance. 


(2leatln.a  4iou.5e 

Minimum  $1.00.  Display  Rates  on  Request  • 


GENERAL  EQUIPMENT 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”  sound  heads 
with  the  gyro-stabilizer.  Amplifiers  with 
copper  oxide  rectified  DC  exciter  supply. 
Speakers.  Two-way  horn  systems.  If  not 
at  your  dealers,  write  us.  The  B ALLAN - 
TYNE  Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


BUY  NOW — We  will  quote  you  special 
cash  prices,  15%  above  MANUFACTUR- 
ING cost — all  silent  multiple  rotor  blow- 
ers: all  sizes  of  washed  air  units.  If  inter- 
ested, get  in  touch  with  us.  These  prices 
are  good  until  May  1.  DEALERS  WANT- 
ED. Rainbow  Mist  Spray  Nozzles,  lots  of 
100  or  more — 32c.  Years  of  experience  has 
taught  us  how  to  serve  you.  Several  slight- 
ly used  blowers  for  sale — BARGAIN.  Pet- 
erson “Freezem”  Manufacturing  & Sales 
Co.,  2620  Charlotte  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BE  PRACTICAL,  BUY  YOUR  THEA- 
TRE EQUIPMENT  ON  EASY  TIME  PAY- 
MENTS! Place  your  orders  at  our  regular 
low  catalog  prices.  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply 
Corp.,  New  York. 


NEW  EQUIPMENT 


LANSING  TWO-WAY  HORN  SYS- 
TEMS— close  out  at  jobber’s  prices — while 
they  last — act  quick.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Air  Conditioning — MAGIC  WEATHER — 
100%  performance.  1,000%  customer  sat- 
isfaction; silent  operation:  low  first  cost; 
low  operating  cost.  Write  for  testimonial 
folder  and  prices.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “SOUND  MASTER”— The  Golden 
Voice  of  the  Silver  Screen.  New  low  cost 
economy  and  junior  models.  If  not  at 
your  dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE 
Co.,  222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

DUO  “LIGHT  MASTER”  super  low  in- 
tensity projection  lamps.  More  light  at  no 
increase  in  operating  cost.  If  not  at  your 
dealers,  write  us.  The  BALLANTYNE  CO., 
222  No.  16th  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


THEATRE  TICKETS 

UNEXCELLED  QUALITY— 50  roUs  stock 
tickets,  $12.50;  20  rolls,  $5.80;  100,000  spe- 
cial printed  rolls  or  machine  tickets, 
$14.90.  Shipping  charges  paid  to  1,000 
miles.  Cash  with  order.  Kansas  City  Ticket 
Co.,  Dept.  B,  1717  Wyandotte  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 


AIR  CONDITIONING 

ATTRACTIVE  PRICES  on  new  and 
slightly  used  air  conditioning  units,  air 
filters,  washers,  blowers,  compressors 
(refrigeration),  cooling  coils,  heating  coils, 
motors,  pumps,  stokers.  Cash  or  deferred 
payments  on  approved  credit.  Write  us 
your  requirements.  Conditioned  Air  Co., 
926  N.  Cass  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


USED  EQUIPMENT 

ONE  SEMI-PORTABLE  HOLMES  SI- 
LENT 35mm  motion  picture  machine  with 
stereopticon  attachment  equipped  with  re- 
wind, extra  bulb  and  splice  unit.  The  ma- 
chine is  in  good  condition,  used  less  than 
thirty  times — $100.00.  Paxton  Community 
High  School,  Paxton,  111. 

FOR  SALE:  Arctic-Nu-Aire  Blower,  ca- 
pacity 10,000;  hydraulic  drive;  motor,  per- 
fect condition.  Cheap.  Twilight  Theatre, 
Greensburg,  Kansas. 

FOR  SALE — Practically  new  portable 
DeVry  35mm  complete  booth:  projectors, 
sound,  lamps  and  metal  booth.  Reason- 
able. Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  1235 
South  Wabash,  Chicago. 

RCA  SOUND  UNIT  COMPLETE— Heads, 
amplifier  and  horns;  good  condition.  Now 
running.  Cheap.  Rose,  182  W.  102  St., 
New  York  City. 


THEATRE  CHAIRS 

THEATRE  CHAIRS  — 150  new  spring 
edge  chairs  with  fully  upholstered  Mohair 
backs  will  sell  for  $3.75  each  for  any  in- 
cline; 1,143  used  Heywood-Wakefield 
chairs,  box  spring  %"  backs,  $1.85  each; 
600  veneer  at  $1.00  each;  1,600  new  veneer 
seats — only  15c  each!  Jesse  Cole,  620  Surf 
Street,  Chicago,  111.  Graceland  0083. 

OPERA  CHAIRS — Rebuilt  like  new.  We 
also  build  new  cushions  and  backs  to  fit 
your  present  standards.  Work  and  mate- 
rials guaranteed.  Terms  to  suit.  Also  for 
sale,  all  types  of  reconditioned  used  the- 
atre chairs.  Ben  B.  Poblocki  & Sons  Co., 
2159  Kinnickinnic  Avenue,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


USED  SEATS — 5,000  full-upholstered 
Heywood  and  American.  2,000  with  linen 
covers.  Excellent  condition,  real  bargain. 
Stanley  Theatre  Supply  Co.,  1235  South 
Wabash,  Chicago. 

4,000  used  American,  Heywood  and  Ir- 
win chairs  with  upholstered  spring-cush- 
ion seats;  excellent  condition;  priced  very 
reasonable.  Cinema  Seating  Co.,  4431  N. 
Kimball,  Chicago,  111. 

USED  THEATRE  CHAIRS,  75c  UP! 
Choice  of  thousands  veneer,  upholstered 
American  Seating,  Andrews,  Irwin,  Ideal. 
Write  S.O.S.  Cinema  Supply  Corp.,  New 
York. 


DOOR  CLOSERS 

ALL  MAKES  Door  Closers  repaired. 
New  Closers  for  every  door.  Prompt  ser- 
vice. Quotations  on  request.  Columbus 
Door  Closer  Co.,  209  East  Long  St.,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


THEATRES  WANTED 

WILL  BUY  OR  LEASE  small  town  the- 
atre in  west  Texas  or  New  Mexico.  B-1098, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


THEATRE  DATE  STRIPS 

FLASH!!!  Modern,  durable,  beautiful, 
extraordinary — that  describes  20th  Cen- 
tury RAINBOW-COLORED  metal  theatre 
date  strips.  Two  sizes — 3"xl4"  and  4"xl4'' 
— 15c  each.  You  MUST  see  these.  Send 
15c  for  sample.  20TH  CENTURY  PLAT- 
ING, Erie,  Pa. 


SEAT  RECOVERING 

ARTIFICIAL  LEATHER  MOLESKIN— 
8Ic  per  yd.;  Sateen,  60c  yd.  Six  seats 
from  two  yards.  Samples  on  request. 
Commercialeather,  116  Merrimac  St.,  Bos- 
ton. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

WALL  TYPE  BATTERY  TELEPHONES, 
$1.00  each  instrument.  Service  between 
boxoffice,  booth,  stage,  etc.  D’ARMAND 
SUPPLY  CO.,  Grant-Grandview  Ave., 
Portsmouth,  Ohio. 


THEATRES  FOR  SALE 

FOR  SALE — Theatre  in  town  of  31,000 
population.  $10,000.  Owner  has  interests 
in  other  towns.  Theatre  doing  good  busi- 
ness. Situated  in  central  Illinois.  B-1104, 
Boxoffice,  4704  E,  9th  St.,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 


POSITIONS  WANTED 

MANAGER — 9 years’  experience;  young, 
interested  in  future;  married;  go  anywhere. 
B-1105,  Boxoffice,  4704  E.  9th  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

YOUNG  MAN,  24 — Studying  theatre  ad- 
vertising. Desires  opportunity  to  gain  ex- 
perience on  publicity  staff  of  theatre  or 
circuit  in  midwest.  Will  start  at  bottom. 
Single,  dependable,  of  excellent  character, 
and  eager  to  learn.  Write  Robert  D.  Evans, 
4932  N.  Seeley  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

PROJECTIONIST  AND  SIGN  MAN— 
12  years’  experience;  go  anywhere:  mar- 
ried. Don  Schroder,  748  S.  Hill  St.,  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas. 


BOOKS 

FREE — The  1938-39  Picture  Guide  com- 
bined with  the  Date  and  Record  Book  is 
yours  with  a year’s  subscription  to  Box- 
office — only  $2.00  a year  (52  issues).  Pro- 
vides for  all  bookkeeping,  dating,  adver- 
tising and  exploiting  pictures.  Write  Sub- 
scription Department,  Boxoffice,  4704  E. 
9th  St,,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BINGO  CARDS 

$2.00  Per  Thousand 

Write  today  for  sample  card  and 
complete  information. 

BOX  1100,  ASSOCIATED  PUBLICATIONS 
4704  East  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


BOXOFFICE  :;  March  25,  1939 


e Address  copy  to  BOXOFFICE,  4704  E.  Ninth  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Forms  close  Monday  noon  preceding  publication  date. 
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